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The US-Canada Olympic women’s hockey rivalry hits home for Raleigh’s Alyssa Gagliardi 

By Chip Alexander 

Alyssa Gagliardi was once a part of the ever intense, never 
disappointing rivalry that is Team USA vs Canada women’s 
hockey. 

She also has a gold medal from it, though not from the 
Olympics. Hers came in the 2015 Four Nations Cup 
tournament in Sweden. 

The Americans beat the Canadians for the gold that year, 
making it that much more special. They did it again in the 
2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, and 
will look to repeat as Olympic champions Wednesday night 
when Team USA and Canada meet in the gold-medal game 
in Beijing. 

Gagliardi, the girls and women’s youth and amateur hockey 
coordinator for the Carolina Hurricanes, said she still gets 
chills thinking about representing the U.S., taking the ice, 
facing the Canadians, being a part of it. 

“You dream of putting on the USA jersey,” she said in an 
interview Tuesday. “To do that against any team is obviously 
an incredible honor, but then to know you’re going up against 
Canada ... It doesn’t matter if you’re playing in a sold out rink 
or a small rink in small-town Sweden, the intensity, the 
rivalry, the physicality and how badly you wanted to beat 
them, it was pretty cool to be a part of.” 

Eye on the Olympics 

In Beijing, the Canadians won their head-to-head with Team 
USA 4-2 in the preliminary round. Canada continued to roll 
through the tournament and hammered Switzerland 10-3 in 
the semifinals. The Canadians have outscored opponents 
54-8 and will be favored Wednesday. 

Team USA lost forward Brianna Decker (“I’ve known her 
since high school and that was pretty heartbreaking,” 
Gagliardi said) to a knee injury in the first game of the 
tournament. The Canadians, in contrast, have gotten forward 
Melodie Daoust back into the lineup — Daoust missed four 
games with an injury but returned for the Switzerland game. 

But, Gagliardi said, history could repeat itself. 

“I think so,” she said. “The U.S. looked pretty good in that (4-
2) game. The score doesn’t reflect it but they outshot 
(Canada) two to one and they had a lot of good chances. 
And in 2018 ...” 

Fond memories 

In 2018, Canada was a 2-1 winner over the U.S. in a 
preliminary-round game as Canadian goalie Genevieve 
Lacasse stopped 44 of 45 shots and Sarah Nurse scored the 
winning goal. 

But Team USA then beat the Canadians 3-2 in a sudden-
death shootout for its first Olympic gold in 20 years. Jocelyne 
Lamoureux-Davidson scored the deciding shootout goal, 
U.S. goalie Maddie Rooney stopped Meghan Agosta and a 
wild celebration soon began at the Gangneung Hockey 
Center. 

Gagliardi, 29, was born in Pittsburgh but raised in the 
Raleigh area, playing her junior hockey on boys teams in the 
Triangle until she was 14. She then played college hockey 
for four years at Cornell before turning professional and 
joining the Boston Blades of the Canadian Women’s Hockey 
League in 2014. 

Gagliardi moved to the Boston Pride of the fledgling National 
Women’s Hockey League in 2015, winning the league 
championship. As a member of the U.S. national team, she 
won a silver medal in the 2014 Four Nations Cup and then 
the gold the next season against Canada. 

‘Now is the time’ to grow the game 

As for Wednesday’s gold-medal game in Beijing, Gagliardi 
said she has five former college teammates on Team 
Canada and a “bunch of friends on the U.S. team” she has 
known since she was 11 and 12 years old. Her hope is that 
the game and another installment of Team USA vs Canada 
will only inspire more young girls to play, at the amateur and 
professional level. 

Gagliardi has seen the interest rise in her position with the 
Hurricanes, which she began in 2019. She has developed 
the Girls Continue to Play program, has conducted camps 
and clinics and said some of the “homegrown kids are 
getting looks from NCAA Division I schools. 

“There’s that pathway now,” she said. “It’s all there and kind 
of laid out now. You don’t have to leave to go play a higher 
level, which a lot of us did growing up.” 

Another tense, exciting gold-medal game between the U.S. 
and Canada on the sport’s biggest stage can only help that, 
Gagliardi said. 

“It’s exciting for the sport,” she said. “All the eyes are on that 
game from across the world. We always hope we see a big 
jump in interest in the game, and I think the biggest thing is if 
we can get women’s hockey in front of more eyeballs more 
consistently. It’s such a great product. There’s so much skill, 
so much talent especially at those levels. 

“It’s something we hope as a women’s hockey community, 
that now is the time to kind of snowball off of that and use 
that as a base to launch into something greater.” 
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Kochetkov's Arrival Another Exciting Development For Goaltending Pipeline 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Tuesday afternoon the Carolina Hurricanes 
announced that goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov had been 
reassigned to the Chicago Wolves, the team's American 
Hockey League affiliate. 

The team's 2019 second round draft selection had been 
playing with Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the Kontinental 
Hockey League (KHL), however, due to the rise of COVID-
19, the league opted to forego the remainder of their regular 
season and move straight to their playoffs with the standings 
where they rested at the Olympic pause. Torpedo was on the 
outside looking in, effectively ending the 22-year-old's 
season in Russia and allowing the Canes to get him 
stateside. 

"Getting him to North America and getting him accustomed 
to the size of the rink and style of play is going to put him a 
little bit further ahead than if he didn't have this opportunity," 
Canes Assistant General Manager Darren Yorke shared 
regarding the assignment. "Everything happens a bit quicker 
here, the shot locations are a little bit different. We're thrilled 
that we're able to capitalize and get him here sooner than 
expected." 

Kochetkov signed a two-year contract in May of 2021 before 
being loaned back to his native country. Finishing the KHL 
regular season tied for the sixth-best save percentage on a 
non-playoff team is quite the feather in the cap for the #36, 
especially at his young age. 

"He's an incredibly athletic goalie, first and foremost," Yorke 
continued. "He does a nice job using his quickness to go 
from side-to-side. He reads the game very well though, so he 
doesn't have to rely on his quickness. His ability to see the 
game and aniticpate the side-to-side passes before they're 
happening is a big strength of his." 

Kochetkov now joins a crowded crease in Chicago, where 
the Wolves also carry Alex Lyon, Jack LaFontaine and albeit 
not healthy at the moment, Eetu Makiniemi. Lyon, who has 
earned points for the Canes in a pair of outings this season, 
currently touts the third best goals against average (GAA) in 
the American Hockey League at 2.16. One of the two goalies 
ahead of him? Eetu Makiniemi, who has a 2.06 GAA and 
ranks sixth in save percentage (SV%) at .922. Makiniemi, 
who signed his contract the same day as Kochetkov last 
May, is also in his first season playing professionally in North 
America. 

"With Pyotr, Jack, Eetu and Alex, we're benefitting from 
having lots of goalies and that allows us to evaluate them on 
a day-by-day basis. The great thing is Chicago is very a 
deep team and we expect them to have a deep run in the 
playoffs, which will allow all of these goalies ample time to 
play in meaningful games," Yorke concluded with. 

The addition certainly only bolsters the goaltending depth of 
the organization, which also touts Beck Warm and Dylan 
Wells after the above listed quartet. 

Chicago's next scheduled games are Saturday and Sunday, 
when they host Iowa. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus reasons for optimism for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

Welcome to the second half of this 2021-22 NHL season, 
where hope springs eternal for all 32 teams. 

That's right. Every franchise has at least one Reason For 
Optimism (RFO), and we're here to highlight it alongside this 
week's power rankings. From top performers to comeback 
stories to future considerations, there's bound to be 
something about which to smile. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Feb. 2. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.766 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Feb. 16), @ BUF (Feb. 19), @ 
BOS (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Consistency is key. In 20 games since the start of 
2022, the Avs have lost exactly one game in regulation. Even 
more impressive, Colorado had dealt with superstar Nathan 
MacKinnon's absences seamlessly, and Nazem Kadri's 
superb (and, potentially Hart Trophy-contending?) season 
only gets better. Plus, have we mentioned that Cale Makar 
has only gotten better this season? Top to bottom, Colorado 
stays consistent. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.734 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Feb. 16), @ MIN (Feb. 18), @ 
CHI (Feb. 20), vs. NSH (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Goals on goals on goals. The Panthers have averaged 
over four goals per game this season to lead the league in 
that category. Florida has yet to be shut out and has had 
only three (3!) occasions all season where it has scored only 
a single goal. How do you beat that? 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.728 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Feb. 16), vs. NSH (Feb. 18), @ 
PIT (Feb. 20), @ PHI (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Sebastian Aho. Consider that Aho is the Hurricanes' 
leading scorer and already has 20 goals this season, for the 
sixth 20-goal campaign of his career. The only Carolina 

Hurricane who has ever had more? Ron Francis (10). Aho is 
just 24. He's the present, and the future, of the franchise. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.707 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Feb. 17), vs. STL (Feb. 19), @ 
MTL (Feb. 21), @ CBJ (Feb. 22) 

RFO: The Big 2. Forget the Core Four. It's all about the 
Maple Leafs' Big Two: Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. 
Both are playing terrific hockey. Both are peaking this 
season around the same time. Both have, at times, tried to 
pull Toronto through recent rough patches. The caveat is, as 
always, what can they add in the playoffs? Cautious 
optimism suggests it could be a whole lot. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Feb. 17), vs. CAR (Feb. 20) 

RFO: First-place ... and not fully stocked? Pittsburgh took 
over the Metropolitan Division's top spot last week, which 
wouldn't normally be notable except it happened without the 
Penguins being fully healthy or figured out. Most recently, 
Evgeni Malkin has missed time and there's still a search 
going for his ideal linemates. Other players have zipped in 
and out of the lineup, too. The Penguins have kept humming 
along, even improving. Resilience is a superpower in the 
playoffs, and Pittsburgh's got it. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.714 
Next seven days: N/A 

RFO: Count the Cups. If any team can operate well under 
pressure, it's Tampa. The Lightning's success comes from 
consistency in all phases -- veteran leadership, depth of 
scoring, a solid blue line and MVP-caliber goaltending. When 
one gives out a bit, another picks up. And Tampa rolls on. To 
single out any one player or one factor does this group a 
disservice. The Lighting are truly a sum of their parts, and it's 
taken them places they should be optimistic about reaching 
again. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.716 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Feb. 16), vs. FLA (Feb. 18), @ 
EDM (Feb. 20), @ OTT (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Kirill Kaprizov. Oh, just admit it. You were a little 
worried about Kaprizov back in the fall. Where was the 
heralded scoring stud Minnesota supposedly had in its 
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ranks? Well, he's here. And he has been spectacular. 
Kaprizov kicked off 2022 with 21 points in 13 games, making 
an already-strong Wild team even more dangerous. You 
want hope for today and tomorrow? Kaprizov's that guy. 

8. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.618 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Feb. 17) 

RFO: Ageless Alex Ovechkin. Ovechkin is also the best 
player on a team that asks a lot of him and he continues to 
deliver. The Capitals will be in a fight for playoff seeding in 
the highly contested Metropolitan Division, and if anyone has 
the potential to push his team past the competition, it's 
Ovechkin. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.615 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Feb. 16), vs. LA (Feb. 18), @ SJ 
(Feb. 20) 

RFO: Jack Eichel. It's the debut everyone is waiting for: 
Eichel, suiting up Wednesday for the first time in Vegas after 
being acquired from Buffalo and having herniated disk 
surgery. How much better will he make the Golden Knights? 
What type of postseason impact can Eichel have, 
considering we've never seen him play in the NHL playoffs? 
The Vegas Hope-O-Meter should be off the charts on this 
one. 

10. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.652 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Feb. 16), vs. SEA (Feb. 19), vs. 
WPG (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Jacob Markstrom. Whoever said "defense wins 
championships" never ran up on a hot goalie in the playoffs. 
Markstrom could be that type of difference-maker for 
Calgary. The Flames goalie has a league-leading eight 
shutouts already this season (the next-closest goalie has 
four) and he inspires the kind of confidence that's led to 
massive wins lately. Now, imagine Markstrom's play with 
more scoring support courtesy of the Tyler Toffoli trade? 
Could be an exciting spring in Calgary. 

11. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.688 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Feb. 17), @ OTT (Feb. 20) 

RFO: Silencing of the critics. Do you hear that? It's the 
Rangers, shutting down their haters. The Rangers aren't a 
top team, they said. New York is only as good as goaltender 
Igor Shesterkin, they claimed. Well, the Rangers pushed 
back in a big way, topping the league-leading Panthers 5-2 
to start February. After a long layoff between that and their 
next game, the Rangers had plenty of time to bask in past 
accomplishments and prepare for future ones. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.649 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Feb. 17), @ TOR (Feb. 19), @ 
PHI (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Ville Husso. We love a good goalie debate. Although, 
this isn't much of one. Husso has outplayed Jordan 
Binnington. Yes, the latter goaltender has that Stanley Cup-
winning pedigree. But Husso has the results, losing only one 
start since early December. Now, a tandem that includes 
both postseason experience and an up-and-comer playing 
lights-out? Who doesn't hope for that! 

13. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.617 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Feb. 17), @ OTT (Feb. 19), vs. 
COL (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Survive, and advance. Boston knows about a bounce-
back. When the Bruins' best players are unavailable (see: 
Bergeron, Patrice; Marchand, Brad), the team might get 
knocked down (say, 6-0 vs. Carolina) but there's generally a 
good response (i.e. Jeremy Swayman's shutout in Ottawa). 
It's a pattern Boston has perpetuated all season, finding 
clutch performances throughout its ranks to keep moving 
forward. You can never count the B's out. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.612 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Feb. 18), @ FLA (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Juuse Saros. Saros has been the Predators' backbone 
this season and is a big reason the team has overachieved -- 
and could continue doing so into the postseason. The 
Central Division will be hotly contested, and Nashville's best 
hope of staying in position is standing between the pipes 
most nights. 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.561 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Feb. 16), @ EDM (Feb. 17), @ 
VAN (Feb. 19), vs. SJ (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Trevor Zegras. He's an unconventional hockey star-in-
the-making, in a passionately untraditional market. And 
goodness, has Zegras captured the game's attention. 
Anaheim's rebuild has been accelerated by its young talent, 
and no one will carry that torch into the future with more 
authority than the captivating freshman. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.573 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Feb. 18), @ ARI (Feb. 19) 

RFO: Phillip Danault takes the edge off. The Kings needed 
more offensively and brought Danault in to provide it. Now 
Danault has stabilized L.A.'s second line, as a shutdown 
center with more offensive upside than he showed in 
Montreal. Danault frees up Anze Kopitar to thrive with less 
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weight on his shoulders -- and Danault seems only too happy 
to carry some extra load. 

17. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.574 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Feb. 18), @ ARI (Feb. 20) 

RFO: Getting their R&R. That's (Jason) Robertson & Roope 
(Hintz), for the uninitiated. Sure, Dallas has the ageless Joe 
Pavelski as its leading scorer, but a team is only as strong as 
its depth, and the play of upstarts (and pending RFAs) 
Robertson and Hintz has covered for fewer veteran 
contributions elsewhere in the lineup. And a bonus: They're 
super fun to watch! 

18. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Feb. 17) 

RFO: The future is (finally) here. Years of rebuilding in 
Detroit have laid a strong foundation. The Red Wings are 
competitive already with a rookie-stacked roster, giving them 
key pieces up front (Lucas Raymond), on the blue line 
(Moritz Seider) and in net (Alex Nedeljkovic). Dylan Larkin 
appears more energized than ever. Tyler Bertuzzi is making 
his mark. Wheels are turning again in Motown, and will take 
this team far. 

19. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.585 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Feb. 17), @ WPG (Feb. 19), vs. 
MIN (Feb. 20) 

RFO: It can't get worse -- right? Let's face it: The Oilers have 
been in a tough stretch this season. The losing streaks. The 
playing from behind. The lack of reliable goaltending. The 
top-heavy scoring (or lack thereof). And now, the coaching 
change that general manager Ken Holland was forced into 
by continuous, unexpectedly poor showings. Things can only 
go up for Edmonton from here. Right? 

20. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.511 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (Feb. 17), vs. VGK (Feb. 20), @ 
ANA (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Tomas Hertl. San Jose needs Hertl. Not just today, but 
for seasons to come. Luckily for the Sharks, the feeling 
seems to be mutual. The Sharks' leading scorer has been 
sensational on the ice, and while he's a pending unrestricted 
free agent this summer, Hertl has been open about fighting 
for this club, his desire for a fair deal to stay long-term and 
his love of "home." With Hertl on its side, San Jose has a lot 
of reasons to be hopeful. 

21. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.510 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Feb. 17), vs. ANA (Feb. 19), vs. 
SEA (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Building a better front office. Setting aside what 
Vancouver's doing on the ice under coach Bruce Boudreau, 
let's look at the industry-shifting changes the Canucks are 
making to their front office. Emilie Castonguay and Cammi 
Granato are now assistant general managers, bringing 
genuinely fresh perspectives to an organization desperate to 
reach its potential. Lots of teams talk about diversity; the 
Canucks are actually embracing it. The future in Vancouver 
is brighter because of it. 

22. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.522 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Feb. 16), vs. SEA (Feb. 17), vs. 
EDM (Feb. 19), @ CGY (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Welcome back, scorers. Winnipeg has seen some 
droughts this season. Other than Kyle Connor and Pierre-
Luc Dubois being consistent, there wasn't much else about 
which to feel optimistic offensively. That has changed a lot 
recently, as Mark Scheifele is finding a groove, Andrew Copp 
is getting more involved, Blake Wheeler is back from injury 
and Nikolaj Ehlers will eventually be too. Great play from the 
Jets' great players is what the team has needed all season, 
and there's hope now that it's back for good. 

23. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.465 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Feb. 17), vs. MTL (Feb. 20), @ 
SEA (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Lou Lamoriello. The Islanders have good players. They 
have a good coach. But for whatever reason, they haven't 
been getting the job done often enough. To get the most out 
of this team, changes might well be inevitable. Fortunately, 
New York has savvy veteran general manager Lou 
Lamoriello available to crack the code. If there's a way to 
right this ship, trust and believe Lamoriello will find it. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Feb. 17), vs. BUF (Feb. 20), vs. 
TOR (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Patrik Laine? Is that you? Laine's first 21 games: six 
goals, 15 points. Laine's next six games: seven goals, 12 
points. And it's been timely offense from the winger to boot, 
like scoring the equalizer against Montreal with 7.2 seconds 
left in regulation last week. Laine's reawakening is everything 
a mediocre Columbus team could hope for to start pushing it 
back toward contention. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.439 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Feb. 17), vs. DAL (Feb. 18), vs. 
FLA (Feb. 20) 

RFO: Dylan Strome? Dylan Strome! One month ago, you 
might not have believed it. But Strome is on a heater. Derek 
King has embraced the equation previous coaches did not: a 
top-six role + power-play opportunities = game-changing 
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Strome, who is averaging a point per game in calendar year 
2022. Instead of being trade fodder, Strome suddenly looks 
like an important player for the future -- or at least, his 
potential trade return has gone way up. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.406 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Feb. 17), vs. CAR (Feb. 21), vs. 
STL (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Trade season, plus blank checks. Hey, Flyers general 
manager Chuck Fletcher was given carte blanche by 
ownership to do what he must to get this Philadelphia team 
back on track. And, well, there's a lot of holes to plug. But 
holding a blank check around trade season could also open 
doors to creative moves born out of total desperation! That's 
a winning combination if ever we've heard one. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.390 
Next seven days: N/A 

RFO: The next wave. It's not about where the Devils are 
now. It's about where a talented troop of young players will 
take them. Jack Hughes exudes confidence and is already 
averaging a point-per-game pace. Nico Hischier is 
developing into a solid center who plays a 200-foot game. 
Dawson Mercer has shown -- especially earlier this fall -- that 
he's a special player. Every Devils game is forecasting the 
team's highly optimistic future. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.367 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Feb. 17), @ CGY (Feb. 19), @ 
VAN (Feb. 21), vs. NYI (Feb. 22) 

RFO: It won't be like this forever. The Kraken will get better. 
General manager Ron Francis and coach Dave Hakstol will 
decide on a direction and get in a rhythm with the rest of the 
league, moving players in and out in accordance with their 
vision. Philipp Grubauer will find his form (he's too good not 
to bounce back). Jordan Eberle will stick around. It will add 
up to far less pain later. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.417 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Feb. 17), vs. COL (Feb. 19), @ 
CBJ (Feb. 20) 

RFO: Rasmus Dahlin. The Sabres' patience with Dahlin's 
development is paying off. The blueliner is emerging in a big 
way, and practically each game shows another facet of 
growth. The confidence Dahlin has in his decisions, how he's 
beginning to control the pace more and can take on 24-plus 
minutes per game -- it's all a great sign of things to come. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.413 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Feb. 17), vs. BOS (Feb. 19), vs. 
NYR (Feb. 20), vs. MIN (Feb. 22) 

RFO: Stars in the making. Brady Tkachuk. Drake Batherson. 
Tim Stutzle. Thomas Chabot. And on goes the list. There are 
some great pieces in the Senators' lineup every night already 
(when healthy, of course), and with time they'll only get 
better. Yes, some thought Ottawa would be further ahead 
than the team is now. But that doesn't diminish the talent in 
the Sens' ranks, a group that's destined to only continue 
improving. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.292 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Feb. 19), vs. DAL (Feb. 20) 

RFO: College town-bound. There are plenty of opinions 
outside Arizona about the Coyotes being approved to retrofit 
and (temporarily) play in a 5,000-seat venue at Arizona State 
University next season. But for those true Coyotes fans, it's a 
win. If not for ASU, the club would be homeless. In a perfect 
world, this is just a necessary stopgap to building a better, 
permanent rink in Tempe. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.240 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Feb. 17), @ NYI (Feb. 20), vs. 
TOR (Feb. 21) 

RFO: Martin St. Louis. It was the coaching appointment no 
one saw coming, and it could be exactly what the Canadiens 
need. Montreal played too much of its season without pride, 
losing by margins too wide to be acceptable. Enter St. Louis, 
a fierce competitor on the ice with no professional coaching 
experience but the rest of this season to prove he deserves 
more than an interim tag. If nothing else, you'll want to watch 
what happens. 
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Hurricanes back home; Panthers 'back at it' 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes finally are returning to home ice, 
and the Florida Panthers finally are back in game mode. 

After a rough return to action, the Hurricanes likely will 
encounter a stiff test with the Panthers on Wednesday night 
in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Panthers haven't played since before the All-Star break, 
so they'll be trying to find a groove in their first game in more 
than two weeks. 

"Now we're back at it," Panthers right winger Patric Hornqvist 
said. "You can tell the guys are excited to be back. We've 
been working hard. The fun part is in front of us here, and 
we'd better have a good stretch." 

Both teams have 32 wins this season. 

The Hurricanes had a full schedule last week, going 1-2-1 
across four road games since the All-Star break. They'll have 
two home makeup games in a three-night period as a rash of 
December postponements created a busy February 
schedule. 

"Great teams that we're playing, so it's not going to be easy," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We want to get 
back in the win column and get playing our game." 

While the Hurricanes were in Canada for two games and 
then played at Boston and Minnesota, the Panthers were 
reconvening following an extended break. They held a 
scrimmage to help get back in the swing of things. 

"Trying to get the intensity in practice," Florida interim coach 
Andrew Brunette said. "We'll work our way into it." 

Florida won four straight games before losing its last game 
before the layoff. 

The time off should be a good thing, Panthers defenseman 
Aaron Ekblad said. 

"We've always come back better," he said. "Every player, 
and as a whole team, whenever we have a break, we come 
back real strong." 

Since playing Saturday, the Hurricanes took advantage of 
practice time that might not be available as the schedule 
becomes busier again in the next couple of months. 

"Keep sharpening the knife," Carolina defenseman Brady 
Skjei said. 

Each of Carolina's three losses last week came by one goal, 
while its victory was a 6-0 rout of the Bruins. 

The Hurricanes are encouraged about the possibilities 
ahead. 

"I always (play) the second half of the season better," 
Hurricanes center Martin Necas said. "It's a long season, you 
have ups and downs as a player -- as a team, for sure." 

The Panthers beat Carolina 4-3 in overtime Jan. 8 in 
Raleigh. Florida won 5-2 at home in November in the first 
meeting of the season. 

The teams were in the same division for last season's 
restructured alignments. 

"We know what we're going to get there," Brind'Amour said 
of the Panthers. "We've played these guys so much over the 
last little while." 

Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo (undisclosed) 
wasn't on the ice for Monday's practice but was back 
Tuesday. 

The Panthers, who will start a three-game trip, could have 
center Noel Acciari in action for the first time in the regular 
season. He suffered a pectoral injury during a preseason 
game. 

"He really put the work in," Brunette said. "We're happy to 
see him back." 
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Wolves bolt to early lead 

Despite Stefan Noesen’s league-leading 23rd goal, the 
Chicago Wolves couldn’t maintain an early lead and took a 
4-3 loss to the Milwaukee Admirals during a School-Day 
Game Tuesday at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards David Gust and Josh Leivo also scored for the 
Wolves (27-10-4-3), who saw their 14-game home point 
streak that began Nov. 14 come to an end. 

“It was a really good first period,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “Then we got away from it in the second 
period and we paid for it. It was a tale of two teams going 
through two different things right now. They’re hot. We’re 
trying to find our way and in a little bit of a rut.” 

Gust gave the Wolves a 1-0 lead at 14:52 of the first. 
Milwaukee won a faceoff in its defensive zone, but Jack 
Drury intercepted a clearing attempt along the half-wall. 
Drury spied Gust uncovered in the slot and the Orland Park 
native slid his shot between goaltender Devin Cooley’s 
skates for his fourth goal in the last five games. 

The Wolves took advantage of the game’s first power play to 
take a 2-0 lead at 17:14. Poturalski zipped a pass from the 
right faceoff circle into the slot, but it caromed toward the 
goal line and Drury tried to stuff it home. Cooley blocked that 
shot, but Noesen dove stick-first into the crease to poke the 
puck across the line. 

Milwaukee (24-19-2-2) responded with four unanswered 
goals to seize a 4-2 lead. Former Wolves standout Cody 
Glass started the spree with an unassisted goal 22 seconds 
into the period, then Cole Schneider knotted things with a 
one-timer at 4:01. Glass then set up goals by Matt Luff and 
Rocco Grimaldi. 

The Wolves started their rally with Leivo’s power-play goal at 
4:23 of the third. Leivo and Joey Keane played catch on the 
perimeter, then Leivo whipped a wrister past Cooley’s 
blocker from the top of the left faceoff circle — leaving the 
netminder visibly agitated. 

Chicago took its timeout with 1:58 remaining and removed 
goaltender Alex Lyon to get an extra attacker on the ice for a 
faceoff in the offensive zone. The Wolves put two shots on 
net the rest of the way, but couldn’t get one across the goal 
line. 

Cooley (5-7-1) posted 26 saves to pick up the win while Lyon 
(12-6-2) stopped 17 shots. 

The Wolves host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday on Faith 
and Fellowship Night, which also offers volunteers a chance 
to take part in a pregame service project with the Salvation 
Army. For the best ticket deals, email a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258429553.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/kochetkovs-arrival-another-exciting-devlopment-for-goaltending-pipeline/c-330825666 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33297894/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-reasons-optimism-every-team 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-back-home-panthers-back-at-it/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/15/wolves-bolt-to-early-lead/ 
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‘Let’s just focus on hockey’: Is contract year pressure affecting Canes’ 
Martin Necas? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER FEBRUARY 15, 2022 6:00 AM 

 

A year ago, it was Andrei Svechnikov. 

This year, it’s Martin Necas. 

Both were first-round draft picks by the Carolina Hurricanes — Necas in 
2017, Svechnikov in 2018. Both forwards figure to be a big part of the 
Canes’ plans moving forward. 

Svechnikov, 21, has been well rewarded by the Canes. Finishing off his 
three-year, entry-level contract last season, the power forward agreed to 
an eight-year, $62 million contract extension, or $7.75 million a year. 

But it wasn’t a smooth ride for Svechnikov. He was inconsistent at times 
last season, as if feeling the effects of playing for that new, big contract. It 
showed in his game-to-game performance. There were gaps in his play. 

“That’s part of it, that’s part of the business,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Monday. “Everyone goes through it.” 

PRESSURE ON NECAS? 

Now, it’s Necas’ turn to go through it. He’s in the final year of his entry-
level contract, having spent the 2018-19 season with the Charlotte 
Checkers of the AHL — and winning the 2019 Calder Cup — before 
becoming a full-time NHL player in the 2019-20 season. 

While the Canes are 32-11-3 this season and a potential Stanley Cup 
contender, Necas has been the one experiencing the inconsistencies. He 
has not scored a goal in the past nine games and has one in his past 17, 
missing two games last month because of COVID-19. 

Contract pressure? 

“Not really,” Necas said Monday. “At the end of it, we look at how the 
team is playing. When we’re playing good I don’t really care about my 
scoring. It’s always about, I think, where you’ve got to get maybe a 
couple of games (and) couple of goals and then you get going. I’m not 
really worried about that. 

“It’s a long season and you have ups and downs, as a player, as a team. 
You’ve got to ... just battle through.” 

Necas, who will be a restricted free agent after the season, said there 
were some contract negotiations with the team in the offseason, but not 
in the past few months. Those with knowledge of those talks say things 
remain amicable between Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell and Necas and his agent, Michael Deutsch of Eclipse Sports 
Management. 

“I’m just trying to play hockey and not think about the other things,” 
Necas said. “Hopefully I’m going to be here for a long time and we’ll 
decide it after the season. Now, we’re just in the (second) half of the 
season and let’s just focus on the hockey.” 

SOLID NHL SEASON 

Necas, 23, is on pace for about a 15-goal, 45-point season for the 
Canes, which would be only marginally better than the 14 goals and 41 
points he had in 53 games during the condensed 2021 season. 
Svechnikov, by comparison, had 20 goals and 44 points in 43 games last 
season. 

Necas called his season “not bad,” adding, “As a team we’re playing 
great and that’s the main thing, you know. Of course, I would expect me 
to score maybe more goals and be a little bit more on the score sheet, 
but I always (play) the second half of the season better, so let’s get better 
on that in the second half.” 

Necas is the Canes’ swiftest skater, although rookie forward Seth Jarvis 
is also pretty fast on his skates. Necas’ skills, speed and elusiveness can 
create problems for opponents, and the Czech has been used both on 
the power play and in penalty killing, but his puck management and focus 
on defensive responsibilities can sometimes be a challenge. 

“He’s certainly had some real good moments and great moments in 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “I think he’s been good. The numbers are 
maybe not quite where we want them to be but he’s had a lot of 
opportunities that didn’t go in. Look at the Grade-A chances the past few 
games. He’s had two or three where if those go in, we’re having a 
different conversation.” 

Carolina Hurricanes forwards Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov figure 
to be a big part of the team’s future and their merchandise also is side by 
side in the team store at PNC Arena. Chip Alexander 

‘DYNAMIC ABILITY’ 

After converting 14.8% of his shots his first two NHL seasons, Necas has 
dropped off to 9.6% this season. It could be a matter of better puck luck 
and he will get his chances on a line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. 

“We use him on everything now and he’s a big part of what we’re doing, 
so we’d like to see him maybe a little more consistent,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But at the end of the day he’s a pretty dynamic player.” 

Necas has four game-winning goals, tying Nino Niederreiter for the team 
lead. The four winners came in the first 24 games of the season, and he 
and has scored three goals since that game at Winnipeg. The last was 
on his 23rd birthday, Jan. 15 against Vancouver, two days before he 
went into COVID protocol. 

While used on the wing, Necas was drafted as a center and Brind’Amour 
isn’t ruling out a move back to playing center one day. 

“For sure,” Brind’Amour said. “How we’re set up right now, it doesn’t 
make any sense. He definitely has that potential. 
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“I look at him, he’s pretty good threat on the wing, too, the way he plays. 
You don’t want to put a player at center and lose that dynamic ability he 
has.” 
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A first look at potential Hurricanes trade targets: Jakob Chychrun, Ben 
Chiarot, Lawson Crouse, John Klingberg, more 

 

By Sara Civian Feb 15, 2022 

 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell was pretty close-lipped in a 
recent conversation with The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun about how he’ll 
approach the March 21 trade deadline, but a few things are clear. 

The Canes are at the top of the Metro with their .728 points percentage, 
and they’ve been consistent all season. There isn’t an emergency they 
need to attend to at the deadline. There’s not much that needs drastic 
fixing, and that’s obviously a good thing. The team is currently projected 
by CapFriendly to have $1,801,500 in cap space to play with at the 
deadline, so as far as big moves go, “money in, money out” is the only 
realistic outlook to have. 

And, of course, the Hurricanes are projected to have a few cracks at the 
Cup with their current core in the coming years, so there isn’t true 
desperation to throw away the farm on this season. 

But as we recently discussed, desperation isn’t the only reason to make 
a move at the deadline. Even trying to get out of the division will be a stiff 
challenge this season, and the Canes’ ending the regular season with 40 
games in 80 days presents extra risk of wear-and-tear and injury. They 
will want to make sure they’re deep at every position, and considering 
past scoring woes in the playoffs, they should at least see what’s out 
there in terms of goal-scorers. 

Well, what is out there? There are too many players across the league 
who could be traded to assess all as Hurricanes targets, so let’s start 
today by looking at some of the most-likely-to-be-traded players at every 
position and how they’d fit into the Hurricanes’ plans. We’ll get into 
details about the cost and what the Canes should give up closer to the 
deadline, but let’s remind ourselves they gave up their first-rounder in the 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet and they’re riding close to the cap. 

Defensemen 

Things could change as we get closer to the deadline, but as it stands, 
the Canes have been looking around the defense market lately. I think a 
mid-tier to top-tier defenseman probably makes the most sense for the 
Canes’ current needs and budget. 

Jakob Chychrun 

Position: Left defense 

Age: 23 

Contract: $4.6 million with three years remaining 

Fit: 4 out of 5 stars 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour doesn’t take too much stock into specific 
defense positions, but the Canes’ left defense depth is slightly more 
problematic than the right side. Chychrun is young and could fit into 
future plans, and the cost isn’t brutal for what he provides (he led all 
defensemen in goals last season). Trouble is, all the other GMs on the 
planet know this and his stock is incredibly high as a result. The Canes 
don’t typically make these higher-risk blockbuster moves to begin with, 

then you add their cap troubles and no first-round pick … and it’s tough 
to see it happening, despite a great fit. 

John Klingberg 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 29 

Contract: $4.25 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 3.5 out of 5 

In a way, Klingberg’s pros are completely different than Chychrun’s, but it 
might make more sense on this team. The Canes don’t like taking on 
pending UFAs, but when you’re a contending team, sometimes you just 
have to bite the bullet. If Klingberg is a year and you don’t have to worry 
about him aging and the Stars are willing to take one of the Canes’ guys 
they might not re-sign next season, you have to think about this one for a 
while. At the same time, what’s the point of giving up someone like Nino 
Niederreiter or Vincent Trocheck — both of whom have been racking up 
points lately — for another guy who might not fit in and will also become 
a free agent? 

The Canes would have to get a steal of a deal for this one to truly make 
sense. They have enough high-event defense in Tony DeAngelo. 

Nick Leddy 

Position: Left defense 

Age: 30 

Contract: $5.5 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 2.5 out of 5 

Probably too expensive for a pending UFA, but I wouldn’t hate the 
addition of Leddy on the Hurricanes’ blue line. This one would be mostly 
situational — I don’t think he’d command much return. But then how 
would you fit him? I don’t think the Canes should give up any of their 
active NHL players for this, so maybe the fit doesn’t make much sense. 
But without the cap to think about, he’d be a nice addition for defensive 
depth. 

Ben Chiarot 

Position: Defense 

Age: 30 

Contract: $3.5 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 2 out of 5 

The sense around the league is Chiarot will probably end up on a 
Canadian team, and I don’t think the Canes would see him as much of an 
upgrade on the seven defensemen they already have. Finding a way to 
fit a $3.5 million average annual value and giving an asset for a pending 
UFA who doesn’t add enough to the group doesn’t make sense. When 
you talk about “making a move just to make a move,” this is probably it. 

Rasmus Ristolainen 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 27 

Contract: $5.4 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 1 out of 5 

Very expensive for, how do I put this lightly, what? That might be harsh, 
and Ristolainen still has some time to become the player he probably can 
be in the right environment, but this is way too risky for the Canes. 

Forwards 

It seems less likely the Hurricanes will go shopping for a forward this 
season, but several options would be fun. I could see them doing 
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something for the right price (thanks for subscribing to The Athletic dot 
com for this hot take). 

Dominik Kubalik 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 26 

Contract: $3.7 million, pending RFA 

Fit: 4 out of 5 

Listen, I know the last thing the Canes need right now is another RFA to 
worry about. But Kubalik’s current cap hit and goal-scoring ability feel like 
the perfect addition to a team that has struggled to score in the playoffs. 
There would be reason for concern if the return became a game of hot 
potato, but Kubalik’s production has dipped this season to a point of 
potentially buying low. I’ve wondered what the point of making a trade 
would be for the Canes if they aren’t going big at this deadline, but 
buying low could be another route I know they’re keen with. 

Lawson Crouse 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 24 

Contract: $1.53 million, RFA 

Fit: 4 out of 5 

Crouse is very cheap for his 12 goals in 47 games. He’d fit in well with 
the Canes. But, like the problem we’re running into with others on the list, 
he’d fit in well with many teams and it’s currently open season on the 
Coyotes. There could be a lot of bidders that create a bigger market for 
him than what it’s worth. 

Calle Jarnkrok 

Position: Center 

Age: 30 

Contract: $2 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 2.5 out of 5 

This is kind of the same situation as the above as it pertains to the 
Canes, except Jarnkrok is a center who costs less. The Canes have 
more than enough “centers turned wingers,” and enough guys who can 
play up and down the lineup who just lack that scoring touch. So I 
wouldn’t hate this, but it feels pretty pointless. He does have 63 games of 
playoff experience, and the Canes love a guy with some playoff games 
under his belt. 

Phil Kessel 

Position: Right wing 

Age: 34 

Contract: $6.8 million, pending UFA 

Fit: 1 out of 5 

File this under, “Come on, wouldn’t it be fun?” It’s not like I actually know 
the guy, and I can’t be sure how much of his reputation precedes him, 
but I can’t imagine Kessel and Brind’Amour hitting it off. The Canes have 
established themselves as hard workers and heavy on the forecheck, 
and I’m not sure where Kessel fits into that — not to mention the $6.8 
million cap hit seems impossible to reconcile. But a girl can dream about 
that release collecting a Martin Necas pass on the power play. 

Goaltending 

I think the Canes made their grand decision in the offseason, acquiring 
Freddie Andersen and Antti Raanta, and they’ve performed as well as 
anyone could have hoped. I really don’t think the Canes will be looking 

for another goaltender. If they do, though, it’s not going to be Marc-Andre 
Fleury and his $7 million cap hit. It would make more sense for them to 
look at options in the event of backup injury relief, like a Joonas Korpisalo 
or maybe an Alexandar Georgiev. But they have their guys, and a three-
goalie rotation gets stressful. 
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The top of the East is up for grabs when Panthers face Carolina. ‘They’re 
waiting for us’ 

 

David Wilson 

 

Andrew Brunette spent the evenings of the Florida Panthers’ All-Star 
break keeping tabs on what else was going on across the league. While 
the Panthers had two weeks off for the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, some 
teams have been playing since Feb. 7. 

A game Saturday amounted to appointment viewing for the interim 
coach. The Carolina Hurricanes headed west to face the Minnesota Wild 
in a meeting between Stanley Cup contenders. 

They also happen to be Florida’s next two opponents. 

“I shouldn’t have done it,” he said with a smirk. “It kind of made for some 
restless nights.” 

A daunting three-game road trip to start the second half of the season 
begins Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Raleigh, North Carolina, with first 
place in the Eastern Conference on the line. The Panthers (32-10-5) hold 
a two-point edge on the Hurricanes (32-11-3) and even have the edge in 
points percentage after Carolina dropped three of of four to start the 
second half. 

It will be a marquee meeting at PNC Arena — and a fitting first 
opportunity for Florida to play on TNT as part of the network’s new 
national deal — and a showcase for two of the league’s most exciting 
young teams. 

“They’re pretty stacked,” Brandon Montour said. “It’s going to be a good 
test.” 

Of course, the defenseman says the same about his Panthers. 

“I think it’s just the same thing,” he said when then asked to provide a 
scouting report for his team. “We’ve got a lot of skill up front, our D’s 
been good, our goalies have been great and you need all that to win it. It 
shows in that first half.” 

Last year, the Hurricanes were the only team to regularly give Florida 
serious trouble. The Panthers lost 6 of 8 to Carolina — the only team 
Florida had a losing record against in the regular season — and finished 
second to Carolina in the makeshift Central Division. 

Now the Panthers and Hurricanes are back in opposite East divisions, 
setting up their matchup Wednesday as a potential Eastern Conference 
finals preview, and, in a much smaller sample size, Florida has fared 
much better against Carolina this year with a chance now to sweep the 
three-game regular-season series. 

They’re something close to mirrors of one another, which explains how 
they occupy the top two spots in the conference, in terms of points 
percentage. The Panthers have the highest scoring offense in the league 
at 4.07 goals per game and the Hurricanes are fifth with 3.48. Florida 
leads the league in 5-on-5 shot attempts per 60 minutes — a good 
indicator of possession time — and Carolina ranks third. They both rank 
in the top five in 5-on-5 shots on goal, scoring chances and high-danger 
chances per 60 minutes — the Panthers lead the league in all three 
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categories — as they use two of the league’s deepest rosters to 
dominate time on attack and wear down opponents. The most glaring 
difference is Florida has a middle-of-the-pack defense, while the 
Hurricanes have allowed the fewest goals per game in the league. 

“If we think we’re going to ease our way into the game, we’ve got another 
thing coming,” Brunette said. “They’re waiting for us. I think they want to 
prove they’re better than we are and we’ve got to be up to that 
challenge.” 

Noel Acciari 

Although Noel Acciari might not be in the lineup Wednesday, the 
Panthers expect to activate the forward before the start of their three-
game trip. 

Acciari, who has not played since tearing his pectoral muscle in the 
preseason, participated in all four of the Florida’s practices in the last 
week to get ready to return for the second half. Brunette expects him to 
play at some point on the road trip, which wraps up Sunday against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

“We’ll try to get him in there in the next couple games,” Brunette said. “It 
was good to see him back with the group.” 

Goaltender Spencer Knight, however, will remain in the American 
Hockey League until the end of the trip. The Panthers loaned the rookie 
to AHL Charlotte, North Carolina, on Feb. 2 to let him keep getting work 
through the All-Star break and Brunette doesn’t expect him to return until 
at least next week. 

Florida has a day off between each of their three games on the trip, 
which could let star goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky start all three without 
much problem. Goaltender Jonas Johansson, who has not appeared in a 
game yet for the Panthers this season, will be Bobrovsky’s backup 
through at least the weekend. 
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Dave Hyde: The wreck is resurrected — the Panthers sit with best in 
NHL 

 

By DAVE HYDE 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL  

FEB 15, 2022 AT 5:21 PM 

 

Explain it? Andrew Brunette gave a small nod and earnest voice to the 
question of how the Florida Panthers got here — meaning, first place in 
the Eastern Conference, on the short list of the Stanley Cup contenders 
and such an all-around good story the franchise that’s never been on 
anyone’s marquee kicks off TNT’s new broadcast package Wednesday 
night. 

“We play fast,” the Florida Panthers coach said. “We’re a puck-
possession team. We’re built to play that way. The reason why is we’re 
four lines deep that can score every night, have a very active [defense] 
and great goal-tending.” 

For all these decades, the annual question of mid-February has been if 
the Panthers would make the playoffs — and we know the booby trap 
that answer typically went down. 

Now the question is if they can win the Stanley Cup. 

Suddenly, the Miami Heat aren’t the first pick of local teams capable of 
winning a title. 

The Panthers lead the league in shots and goals. They rank second with 
a plus-55 goal differential. They’re 23-3 at home. Jonathan Huberdeau is 
tied for second in the league with 64 points and, even more impressive, 
the Panthers have a league-high 10 players with at least 20 points. 

Think of it: The Panthers haven’t won a playoff series in a quarter-century 
and now they have a team capable of winning it all. It’s the hockey 
version of Tom Hanks in the movie “Big,” — almost overnight, they’ve 
grown big with everyone coming to the same conclusions. 

“It’s combination of a bunch of things,” forward Sam Bennett said. “Our 
team, I think every night we have one line that’s pushing our whole team. 
It’s not the same line ever night, which is a great to have.” 

At Tuesday’s final practice of a two-week break, the Panthers had an 
embarrassment-of-riches five lines working — one over the game 
standard. 

“I think all five could play on any team in the league,” Bennett said. 

Gone are the days when Pavel Bure or Olli Jokinen carried the banner of 
the franchise alone. 

“It’s hard to manage everybody’s expectations and everybody’s desires 
to want to play,” Brunette said of having such a deep team. “We’re going 
to have to ask guys to be a little selfless in the near picture of our group 
and where we’re heading. 

“We’re going to need everybody at some point. It’s just going to be hard 
for a lot of guys to be patient.” 

The Panthers end their two-week break Wednesday at Carolina. That’s 
fitting, because it’s a developed rival of theirs over the past year and TNT 
picked this game to start their NHL package. 

“They’re pretty stacked,” defenseman Brandon Montour said of Carolina. 

That’s the scouting report on the Panthers, too. 

“I think it’s just the same thing,” he said. “We’ve got a lot of skill up front, 
our D’s been good, our goalies have been great and you need all that to 
win it.” 

What the Panthers could use is another top-end defenseman. That’s 
where this depth will truly come into play over the next few weeks. 
General manager Bill Zito has shown a jewel-picker’s eye for turning 
uncertain pieces elsewhere — Bennett in Calgary, Sam Reinhart in 
Buffalo, Carter Verhaeghe in Tampa Bay — into great pieces with the 
Panthers. 

Can he do it again? Solidify this defense for a big run? 

If the change is sudden for us, it is for the likes of Bennett, who came to 
the Panthers near last season’s trade deadline and already has a career-
high 21 goals. 

“I came with an open mind,” he said. 

That’s how to view the change in this team. In recent nights, as the rest 
of the league started up again, Brunette found himself watching late-night 
games involving Carolina and Minnesota, the Panthers’ opponents this 
week. 

“I shouldn’t have done it,” he said. “It made for some restless nights.” 

The new reality is it’s restless on the other side, too. The Panthers once 
were every team’s homecoming opponent. As the regular-season starts 
its homestretch, they’re a team that can win it all. 
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Panthers looking to stay hot after dominant first half of the season 

 

By WELLS DUSENBURY 

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL  

FEB 15, 2022 AT 3:20 PM 

 

After a scorching-hot first-half when they scored more goals than any 
other team in the NHL, the Florida Panthers are aiming to keep the 
momentum rolling into the second half of the year. 

Off to a franchise-best mark, the Panthers are on top the Eastern 
Conference (32-10-5) as they return to the ice on Wednesday after the 
All-Star break. Florida, which will begin a three-game road trip at 
Carolina, was dominant in the first half, giving fans hope this group can 
do something the franchise hasn’t done since 1996: win a playoff series. 

“We’ve obviously had a lot of success this year,” Panthers winger Ryan 
Lomberg said. “But I think we’re doing a good job of understanding 
ultimately that’s great, but it really doesn’t matter if come playoffs we 
don’t bring our ‘A’ game, so it’s all about building to put yourself in the 
best position come playoff time.” 

There’s good reason for optimism after the stellar first half, specifically 
the team’s prolific offense. With 194 goals scored, the Panthers are far 
out-pacing the rest of the Eastern Conference, scoring 27 more goals 
than the Toronto Maple Leafs, who have the second-highest total. 

Panthers winger Jonathan Huberdeau has been pivotal in the team’s 
offensive outburst, tallying 64 points (17 goals, 47 assists). The 28-year-
old forward ranks second in the NHL in points and first in assists, making 
him a contender for the Hart Memorial Trophy, which is given to the 
league’s most valuable player. 

In addition to Huberdeau, the Panthers have three other players who 
have tallied at least 40 points: Sam Reinhart (44 points), Aaron Ekblad 
(41 points) and Alexander Barkov (40 points). 

While Florida has already excelled through the first half of the season, 
the team should get some reinforcements soon. After missing time with 
injury, center Noel Acciari and winger Patric Hornqvist could return to the 
ice in the second half of the season. Defenseman Olli Juolevi, center 
Maxim Mamin and defenseman Markus Nutivaara are also on injured 
reserve. 

Having those players back in the lineup should give the Panthers even 
more firepower, but interim coach Andrew Brunette knows there’s a 
careful balancing act with getting everyone their minutes on the ice. 

“It’s luxury, but also it’s going to have to be an act of selflessness from a 
lot of different guys, and it’s going to be tough to get them all in,” Brunette 
said. “I think they realize where they’re at. It’s never fun and we’re very 
mindful of that. 

“Everybody’s competing and going really hard. They’re pulling up their 
end, and we’ll find out as we get going. 
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NHL Trade Rumors: Florida Panthers a ‘team to watch’ for Claude Giroux 

 

Published 10 hours ago on February 15, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

NHL Insider Elliotte Friedman called the Florida Panthers as a “team to 
watch” in the Claude Giroux sweepstakes heading into the NHL Trade 
Deadline. 

“No guarantees, but it makes a lot of sense for everyone involved,” 
Friedman wrote in his ‘32 Thoughts’ column for Sportsnet. 

The NHL Trade Deadline is March 21. 

Giroux, 34, is in the last year of his contract with an $8.25 million cap hit 
with the Philadelphia Flyers. 

The veteran forward has let it be known to Philadelphia GM Chuck 
Fletcher that his preferred destination is the Colorado Avalanche per 
reporting by Adrian Dater of Colorado Hockey Now. 

If a deal could not be done with Colorado, Dater reports the St. Louis 
Blues and Minnesota Wild would be acceptable alternatives. 

Get FHN+ today! 

The Flyers want to do right by Giroux, who ranks second in franchise 
history in points (894), so Fletcher will do the best he can to deliver him 
to Colorado if they can get back an acceptable return. 

No one covers the Florida Panthers like Florida Hockey Now. 

Subscribe today! 

If not, the Panthers could be one of a few teams who could swoop in and 
give Philadelphia a better offer. 

Owen Tippett, who turns 24 on Wednesday, is reportedly available via 
trade and could serve as both an asset for the future and a current roster 
player for the Flyers. 

Despite not owning their 2022 first or second-round picks, Florida does 
have a myriad of prospects to include in the trade as well. 

Giroux currently has 36 points in 44 games and could be a good fit for 
Florida, a team who just may be looking for a top-flight forward who can 
take them to the next level. 

There is currently a hole on the top line alongside Sasha Barkov and 
Carter Verhaeghe, one the Panthers tried to fill with Tippett and Maxim 
Mamin. 

Giroux could fit seamlessly there. 

Giroux’s playmaking ability compliments the dynamic scoring abilities of 
Barkov and Verhaeghe, which could kickstart that line into being one of 
the best in the league. 

Keeping Florida’s second and third lines, which found a lot of chemistry 
over the last few months, will be important come playoff time, so slotting 
Giroux on the top line would work for all parties involved. 
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Florida Panthers emerge from long break ready to get back to business 

 

Published 21 hours ago on February 15, 2022 

By George Richards  
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Had the Florida Panthers not come out gangbusters from their extended 
Christmas break, perhaps there may be some concern about this team 
having such a long layoff. 

After all, back in 2020, the Panthers went into a 10-day break riding a six-
game winning streak and holding the third spot in the division. 

Florida struggled so badly over the next five weeks the team ended up 
making a number of franchise-altering changes by the time the season 
finally ended in July. 

Although it was not that long ago, it certainly feels that way. 

Aaron Ekblad says he does not even recall his team’s struggles from two 
years ago. 

”Different team, for sure. I don’t remember that,’’ he said last week. “I 
guess I put that away.” 

No one covers the Florida Panthers like Florida Hockey Now. 

Subscribe today! 

Here’s a reminder: The Panthers came out of the break with a thud, 
losing 4-0 in Montreal. Florida continued to struggle, the knee injury to 
Sasha Barkov sustained in that loss to the Canadiens perhaps playing a 
big part. 

Florida ended up losing 13 of 18 coming out of the break before Roberto 
Luongo’s emotional pregame jersey retirement speech led to a 4-1 win 
against the Canadiens. The Panthers ended up winning their final two 
games before Covid shut down the season. 

In that 5-10-3 streak was a franchise-record eight-game home winless 
streak. 

Out of desperation, the team also traded center Vincent Trocheck to 
Carolina and winger Denis Malgin to Toronto. 

Florida ended up getting Mason Marchment, Eetu Luostarinen and 
Chase Priskie out of those two deals, so, that’s something. 

When the season ended in the Toronto postseason bubble with a listless 
four-game series loss to the Islanders, the Panthers moved on from 
longtime GM Dale Tallon and hired Bill Zito. 

Of the 29 players who suited up for the Panthers during that 2019-20 
season, only seven remain. 

”This is a different group,’’ said Andrew Brunette, who was an assistant 
coach on that team two seasons ago. “Talk to any coach or manager in 
the league and we’re all really scared at this time of the year because 
you don’t know what we’re going to get. But we know we are going to get 
compete. It may not be perfect but we are going to work. That’s all you 
can ask for. We’ll figure the rest out as we go along. I’m not worried. This 
is a very different group.” 

Fast forward to this December and the Panthers erased those past long-
layoff blues. 

The Panthers went into what was an extended Christmas break due to a 
Covid outbreak not only within their team but the entire league. Florida, 
finally healthy coming out of that hiatus, opened with a 4-3 win over the 
New York Rangers then thrashed the shorthanded Lightning 9-3. 

Florida ended up going 14-3-1 in its 18 games before the break as it set 
a franchise record for most wins in a month (14) and led the league in 
both standing points and goals scored. 

But the team has been off since losing to the Rangers 5-2 in New York 
on Feb. 1. 

Can they pick up where they left off? 

With a bunch of injured players (Patric Hornqvist, Noel Acciari, Olli 
Juolevi and Maxim Mamin) looking like they can return to the lineup, the 

Panthers are as healthy as they have been since the start of training 
camp. 

”I feel good about our team being fresh,’’ Ekblad said. “All season long, 
you saw guys go down with an injury or some sort of rest and we have 
always come back better. Every player. We have come out of breaks 
strong and I think that points to our practices. We do a good job of 
balancing.” 

Although they open Wednesday against the Hurricanes before traveling 
to Minnesota, the Panthers have a pretty easy road ahead with a very 
accommodating schedule. 

Florida is all but assured a spot in the playoffs but with three games 
remaining against Atlantic challenger Toronto and two more against 
Tampa Bay and Boston, these final 35 games is basically about working 
on themselves as well as getting the best postseason seed available. 

“Getting better every day is the key,” Hornqvist said. “We cannot think 
we’re in a good spot because we are up there in the standings. We have 
teams chasing us, so we can’t feel good about ourselves. We have to 
always come to the rink and try to get better by doing the right things 
over and over. … 

“Everything is going to be tighter, games are going to be harder every 
single night. We can’t get frustrated if we don’t score three, four or five 
goals a game. At the end of the day, we need victories and that’s what 
we are all here for.” 
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Predators lose third in a row in Peter Laviolette's return to Nashville 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Peter Laviolette returned to Bridgestone Arena for the first time in more 
than two years Tuesday. 

The Washington Capitals boss spent five-plus seasons as head coach of 
the Nashville Predators before he was fired in January 2020. 

His return was met with a standing ovation during the first period, when a 
video tribute was shown on the big screen above center ice. 

On the ice, Laviolette's Capitals bested the Predators 4-1, handing them 
their third consecutive loss. 

Welcome back, Peter, Kevin and Matt! 

Joe Snively put the visitors a 1-0 lead 4 minutes, 17 seconds into the 
first. 

Michael McCarron tied it 1-1 just 2:43 into the third. But Nick Jensen 
scored less than a minute later to give the Capitals the lead again. Alex 
Ovechkin's power-play goal made it 3-1 shortly after that. He scored 
another to make it 4-2. 

The Predators announced during the game they had signed defenseman 
Mark Borowiecki to a one-year, $900,000 contract.  

The Predators are 28-17-4. The Capitals are 27-15-9. 

 

Tennessean LOADED: 02.16.2022 

1198559 Nashville Predators 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 16, 2022 

 

 

Nashville Predators GM David Poile 'getting closer' to signing Filip 
Forsberg to extension 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The price tag attached to Filip Forsberg's next contract seemingly keeps 
going up. 

So do, it seems, the odds that he will sign a contract extension with the 
Nashville Predators. The 27-year-old is in the final year of a six-year, $36 
million deal. 

After months of mostly being mum on the subject, general manager 
David Poile said Tuesday the team is trying to get a deal done with the 
unrestricted free agent-to-be before the March 22 trade deadline. 

Curious case of Filip Forsberg: Should Nashville Predators try to sign him 
at all costs? 

Filip Forsberg: Nashville Predators can afford Filip Forsberg, but can they 
afford to lose him? 

Stadium series: What was Day 1 of preparations for Nashville Predators 
outdoor game at Nissan Stadium like? 

"That would be be the goal, for sure," Poile said Tuesday during a radio 
appearance on 102.5-FM. "We've made that clear to his representatives. 
Filip wants to play here; we just have to keep talking and see where this 
takes us. 

"I clearly recognize now that we're getting closer to it. ... We need the two 
sides to bear down if we want to make this happen." 

A lot of the Predators' future hinges on whether or not Forsberg stays. 

"Signing Forsberg does one thing," Poile said during the radio show. "Not 
signing Forsberg probably takes us in a different direction. 

Forsberg said before the season he was willing to bet on himself.. So far, 
that bet has paid off. He's on pace for a career year, one in which he 
likely will break the franchise's single-season goal record. Going into 
Tuesday, he was nine goals shy of breaking David Legwand's franchise 
goals mark of 210. 

He could command at least a $2 million per year raise, if not more. 

Forsberg opted not to sign an extension before the season, like 
defenseman Mattias Ekholm. 
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What former Predators coach Peter Laviolette said about his first trip 
back to Nashville 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

The first person Peter Laviolette saw at Bridgestone Arena on Tuesday 
morning was one of the first people the former Nashville Predators coach 
thinks of when he thinks of his time with the team. 

Locker room attendant Craig "Partner" Baugh was there to greet 
Laviolette, whom he didn't want to let go. 

"Put two massive bear hugs on each other, exchanged our I love yous," 
said Laviolette, who returned to Bridgestone for the first time since he 
was fired as the Predators coach in January 2020. "He was the first guy I 
saw when I got here this morning, so that was spectacular." 

Laviolette's Washington Capitals were in town to take on the Predators 
on Tuesday night. He spent five-plus seasons with Nashville, winning 
278 regular-season games, 61 more in the playoffs, a President's Trophy 
and two Central Division titles. He also led the franchise to its only 
Stanley Cup Final appearance in 2017. 

All those memories rushed back as the Capitals' charter plane 
approached Nashville. They began to come to light when he stepped off 
the plane. 

"It hit me first leaving the airport and driving downtown and seeing the 
new construction going on just since I left in a year and a half, seeing so 
many buildings I don't recognize. They went up quick. It's a booming 
place. It's good to be back." 

Plenty, too, has changed with the team Laviolette used to coach. But not 
everything.  

Not Roman Josi's memories of being coached by Laviolette for all those 
seasons. Not his motivational pregame words, his commitment to family. 
Or the time one of Laviolette's bets with his team turned into the coach 
wearing a bull mask during his postgame meeting with the press after a 
victory in Edmonton, a meeting that was filmed by many players, 
including P.K. Subban. 

Josi said he still keeps in touch, mostly via text, with his former coach, 
who is in his second season with the Capitals, the fifth team he's 
coached. 

"We had a lot of bets like that," Josi said. "That was one. I remember 
when (the coaches) wore Christmas suits on the bench. That was a bet 
too. Those are things he always did, always some kind of challenge for 
us." 

Laviolette chatted at length with a former co-worker at the end of the 
hallway late Tuesday morning, just outside the visiting locker room.  

For a day, at least, it was good to be at a former home. 

"It's good to be back," he said.  
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New 3-on-3 professional hockey league will play in Nashville 

 

MIKE ORGAN   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

A new touring U.S and Canada professional hockey league will wrap up 
its regular season in Nashville this summer. 

The 3ICE will be different from the NHL, instead featuring a three-on-
three format for six teams with six skaters and a goalie in each game. 

The inaugural eight-week regular season begins June 18 in Las Vegas 
and ends Aug. 6 at Bridgestone Arena. A total of 52 games will be played 
in the regular season. 

The playoffs and championship return to Las Vegas at Orleans Arena on 
Aug. 20. 

The league was supposed to begin in 2021, but CEO and founder E.J. 
Johnston decided to wait until 2022 because of uncertainties related to 
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COVID-19. Johnston told Sports Business Journal he wanted to make 
sure fans would be able to attend games. 

Last week the league announced an international multi-platform media 
rights agreement with ESPN. The league also has television rights deals 
in the U.S. with CBS Sports and in Canada with TSN and RDS. 

"We could not be more excited to partner with a network like ESPN to 
help showcase the speed, skill and flat out excitement of 3ICE to the 
entire globe," Johnston said. "We cannot wait to be a part of ESPN's 
family of content and look forward to delivering the best part of hockey 
and a truly unique experience to the world through their platforms." 

Eight of the tour stops will feature all six teams competing in bracket-style 
tournaments, which include three first-round games, two semifinals and a 
title game. 

The league's teams will not be based in particular cities but will have 
affiliations with sponsors. Games will have two eight-minute halves with a 
running clock, no penalties and no intermissions. 

The league's coaches include: 

• Guy Carbonneau - three-time Selke award winner and three-time 
Stanley Cup champion, former coach of Montreal Canadiens (2006-09) 
and Canadian National Team (2017). 

• Grant Fuhr - six-time NHL All-Star, five-time Stanley Cup champion, 
Vezina Trophy winner (1988), Jennings Trophy winner (1994). 

• John Leclair - five-time NHL All-Star, Stanley Cup champion, U.S. 
Olympic Tournament All-Star (2002). 

• Joe Mullen - three-time NHL All-Star, three-time Stanley Cup champion, 
two-time Lady Byng award winner, first American-born player with 500 
career goals and 1,000 points. 

• Larry Murphy - six-time NHL All-Star, four Stanley Cups with the 
Penguins and Red Wings, fifth-highest scoring defensemen in NHL 
history. 

• Bryan Trottier - nine-time NHL All-Star, seven Stanley Cups (six as a 
player), won a Calder Trophy (1976), Art Ross (1979), Hart Memorial 
Trophy (1979), Conn Smythe Trophy (1980), former coach of the New 
York Rangers. 

Along with Nashville and Las Vegas stops includes June 25 Denver; July 
2 Grand Rapids, Michigan; July 9 Hershey, Pennsylvania; July 16 
London, Ontario; July 23 Pittsburgh and July 30 Québec City, Canada. 

Austin Peay hangs on to its AD  

Gerald Harrison is staying at Austin Peay. 

The Governors' athletics director was among three finalists for the AD  
position at Toledo. Harrison announced Monday he had removed his 
name from consideration for the position previously held by Mike O'Brien. 

Harrison has been at Austin Peay since 2018. He will lead the Governors 
in their move from the Ohio Valley Conference to the Atlantic Sun on July 
1. 

“The excitement around our athletics department is high and I look 
forward to working with our campus and the Clarksville community to 
keep it going as we continue to ‘level up,’” Harrison said. 

“I am thrilled that Gerald remains a Gov,” said Austin Peay president 
Mike Licari. “His strong and innovative leadership is what is needed to 
continue moving Austin Peay athletics forward.” 

The remaining candidates at Toledo, according to the Toledo Blade, are 
Washington State deputy AD Bryan Blair and Purdue senior associate 
AD Tom Moreland. 

Austin Peay public address announcer steps down after 39 years 

After 39 years Steve Williard signed off as Austin Peay's basketball 
public address announcer Monday night when the Governors beat 
Eastern Illinois 62-54 at Dunn Center 

Williard, a 1978 Austin Peay graduate, is stepping down because the 
Governors are set to move into their new arena next season and he felt 
the time was right. 

Austin Peay had a total of five coaches, six presidents and eight ADs 
during Williard's tenure. 

Williard will continue to handle the public address for Vanderbilt baseball 
games and possibly football.  

Belmont's Muszynski goes over 1,800 career points  

Belmont's Nick Muszynski scored a total of 108 points over the last five 
games giving him 1,803 career points. 

 The 6-foot-11 graduate student from Pickerington, Ohio, is fourth on 
Belmont's all-time scoring list and 30 points behind No. 3 Wes Burtner 
(1998-2002). 

Evan Bradds (2013-17) is the Bruins' all-time leader with 1,921 points. 

Muszynski, who averages 16.2 points per game, has four regular season 
games left and the postseason. 

Ex-Lipscomb runner Shane Streich sets 1,000-meter record  

Former Lipscomb runner Shane Streich broke the American Indoor 
1,000-meter record by clocking a 2 minutes,16.16 seconds at the 
American Track League Eastern Indoors meet in Louisville. 

The previous record was set last year by Bryce Hoppel, a member of the 
2020 U.S. Olympic track team, at 2:16.27. 

Streich, 25, ran track at Minnesota. He graduated in 2020 with a year of 
eligibility remaining and used it at Lipscomb, where he became the first 
Bison to qualify for the NCAA Track and Field Championships. 

The Janesville, Minnesota, native now runs for the Atlanta Track Club, 

“It’s amazing,” Streich told LetsRun.com. “I never would have thought 
that about two years ago. There’s been multiple times throughout my 
career I’ve thought about hanging up the spikes, and now here we are, 
American record holder.” 

Streich's brother Cole is a senior on the Lipscomb track and cross 
country teams. 

Austin Peay's Lin Dunn returns to WNBA's Indiana Fever 

Former Austin Peay coach Lin Dunn, named by The Tennessean as one 
of the state’s Legendary Ladies of Basketball, is the new interim general 
manager of the WNBA’s Indiana Fever. 

Dunn, 74, replaced Tamika Catchings, a former Tennessee Lady Vol 
who stepped down Monday as the Fever's vice president of basketball 
operations and general manager. 

Dunn, a UT Martin graduate, coached at Austin Peay from 1970-76. She 
had been a special assistant to the head coach at Kentucky since 2016. 

Dunn was the coach of the Fever from 2008-14. 

Trevecca building new golf facility 

Construction is underway on Trevecca’s new multi-purpose on-campus 
golf facility. 

The 2,250 square foot facility will house locker rooms for the men’s and 
women’s golf teams, a turf field and updated practice equipment. 

"Our student-athletes are looking forward to getting in more practice 
closer to home, and we're excited about the long-term advantages the 
new facility brings as we continue to improve and pursue 
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championships," said David Head, who coaches the men’s and women’s 
teams. 

Construction is expected to be completed in the spring. 

Cumberland's Lewis gets 200th win  

Cumberland men’s basketball coach Jeremy Lewis picked up the 200th 
win of his career Monday when the Phoenix defeated Pikeville 97-75 at 
Dallas Floyd Arena. 

The Hendersonville native, got his first 152 wins as Cumberland’s 
women’s coach from 2009-17. He has 48 wins as the men’s coach since 
the 2017-18 season. 

TJ Stargell became Cumberland’s all-time assists leader in the game and 
the Phoenix set the single-game record for 3-pointers with 16. 

Stargell had four assists, the last which gave him 224 for his career. That 
broke the record of 223 set by Marquel Hickerson (2013-17). 

Earlier this season, Cumberland set the record for 3-pointers with 15 on 
the road at Reinhardt. 

Three make PGA of America All-Pro honorable mention list 

Three Middle Tennessee-area PGA Professionals were named to the 
2022 PGA of America All-Pro honorable mention list - Johan Kok, Jared 
Melson and Loren Personett. 

Kok is the general manager at Troubadour Golf and Field Club, Melson is 
head golf professional at Bear Trace at Tims Ford and Personett is 
general manager at McCabe Golf Course. 

Kok won the 2021 Tennessee PGA Yamaha Players Championship at 
Oak Ridge Country Club, Melson won the senior division at the Yamaha 
Players Championship and made the final cut in the Senior PGA 
Professional Championship and Personett won the Tennessee PGA 
Professional Championship for the third time. 

Nashville Amateur Golf Tour announced 

The Nashville Chapter of Amateur Players Golf Tour announced its 2022 
schedule, which includes 14 tournaments beginning March 13 at Gaylord 
Springs Golf Links. 

The rest of the schedule: March 26 Presidents Reserve at Hermitage 
Golf Course; April 13 Tennessee Grasslands Links; April 30 Bear Trace 
at Tims Ford; May 14 GreyStone; June 4 Champions Run; June 18-19 
The Shoals; July 9 Old Fort; July 16 The Legacy; June 30 Henry Horton; 
Aug 6 Towhee Club; Aug. 20 Montgomery Bell and Aug. 29 Tennessee 
Grasslands Lakes. 

The championship will be Sept. 10-11 at General's Retreat at Hermitage 
Golf Course. 
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Laviolette reflects on memories made with Predators 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

FEB 15, 2022  

 

Washington Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette is one win away from 
becoming the 10th coach in NHL history to reach the 700-win milestone. 

So, it seems only fitting that Laviolette’s former team, the Nashville 
Predators stand between himself and history. 

Laviolette, who coached the Predators from 2014 through the first six 
days of January 2020, returns to Nashville Tuesday night, coaching his 
first game at Bridgestone Arena since he was fired by the Predators two 
years ago. 

“It’s always a little bit different when you come back,” Laviolette said on 
Tuesday morning. “You’ve been here for five years, going on six years — 
a lot of memories, a lot of friends, good things that happened. It hit me 
first just leaving the airport and driving downtown and seeing the new 
construction going on since I left, in the year and a half, there’s so many 
buildings I don’t even recognize…It’s good to be back.” 

Under Laviolette’s guidance, the Predators saw their highest levels of 
success, winning the franchise’s first two Central Division titles, first 
Presidents’ Trophy, first Western Conference championship and 
appearing in the team’s first-ever Stanley Cup Final. 

The Predators also had their best-ever season under Laviolette in 2015, 
setting franchise records for single-season wins (53), points (117) and 
points percentage (.713), and Laviolette was a finalist for the Jack Adams 
Award. 

“I think [looking back] it always goes first to what we were able to build 
here and able to create,” Laviolette continued. “I think that leads to the 
memories (like) runs in the playoffs, winning some rounds, Presidents’ 
Trophy — all those things. I think it’s the people you meet while you’re 
here, you remember the players and the organization, the fans and the 
building and all of that is pretty cool.” 

A case could be made that most of Laviolette’s success came in 
Nashville, although the Stanley Cup winning season of 2005-06 with the 
Carolina Hurricanes presents a strong counter argument. 

Of Laviolette’s 699 wins, 248 (35.4 percent) came with the Predators. In 
fact, Laviolette coached more games (451) and had more playoff wins 
(32) with the Predators than any of his other previous stops that include 
the New York Islanders, Hurricanes and Philadelphia Flyers. 

Now, Laviolette’s current team is looking to snap out of a funk that 
includes losses in five of its last eight games. Washington lost 4-1 to the 
Ottawa Senators on Sunday — Laviolette’s first attempt at win No. 700 
— and the Predators are in a mini slump themselves, losing three of the 
last four. So, something has to give Tuesday night at Bridgestone Arena. 

And if the Capitals fail to win on Tuesday, they and Laviolette get another 
crack at the win milestone on Thursday against the Philadelphia Flyers, 
another one of his former teams. 
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Minor league report: Penguins fall to Checkers 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 10:40 p.m. 

 

Forward Valtteri Puustinen had a goal and an assist for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 5-4 road loss to the Charlotte Checkers at 
the Bojangles’ Coliseum in Charlotte, N.C. on Tuesday. 

Defenseman P.O Joseph recorded two assists for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(19-20-2-3) while forwards Anthony Angello, Michael Chaput and 
Jonathan Gruden all contributed goals. Goaltender Tommy Nappier 
made 22 saves on 27 shots in the defeat. 

Highlights: 
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The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Checkers on 
Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
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Penguins beat Flyers in overtime as Sidney Crosby gets 500th career 
goal 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 9:55 p.m. 

 

There’s little Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby can show off 
that would surprise the Philadelphia Flyers. 

They are fully aware that he is the focal point of the Penguins’ attack. It 
has mostly been that way since 2005 when he made his NHL debut. And 
it will likely be that way as long as Crosby’s body continues to meet the 
demands of his unremitting will. 

But knowing what the greatest player of his generation can do is not 
remotely close to being the same thing as being able to do something 
about it. 

On Tuesday, the Flyers, Crosby’s most enduring adversary, could not 
stop the nemesis who has tortured them time and time again from 
reaching yet another milestone, his 500th career goal. 

That milestone helped the Penguins claim a Newton’s cradle of a 5-4 
overtime win at PPG Paints Arena. Defenseman Kris Letang’s sixth goal 
of the season 31 seconds into overtime secured victory, extending a 
winning streak to four games. 

Crosby’s goal came on a power-play opportunity at 16:34 of the first 
period. 

From the high slot of the offensive zone, Letang chopped a slap shot 
toward the cage that was blocked by the stick of Flyers forward Connor 
Bunnaman. On the ensuing rebound, Flyers defenseman Kevin 
Connauton failed to make sufficient contact with the puck while clearing 
it, allowing Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin to claim possession above 
the left circle. From there, Malkin one-touched a forehand pass below the 
right circle for Crosby. 

Hesitating for a moment, Crosby lifted a wrister past the stick of Flyers 
defenseman Ivan Provorov and past the glove hand of goaltender Carter 
Hart on the near side. Malkin had the lone assist. 

Teammates spilled over the boards and mobbed Crosby against the right 
wing boards to celebrate. It was his 14 goal of the season and his 50th in 
79 career games against the Flyers. 

“Everybody wanted to get it for him, get him the puck, get that (500th 
goal),” Letang said. “It’s such a special moment in a career like he has. 
Everybody was so happy, so excited for him. I think it was perfect. It was 
the way he wanted it to be, everybody on the ice with him. That’s the type 
of player he is, and guy. It was just great.” 

The Penguins weren’t too great on defense in this contest. They allowed 
the Flyers to claim the lead twice, including a two-goal advantage 
following Crosby’s goal. 

“It was nice to get it early,” Crosby said. “As nice as it was, it’s hard to 
kind of regroup mentally just because you’re trying to take it all in while 
you’re trying to play and there’s a lot of ups and downs through that one 
tonight.” 

The Flyers claimed the first up when forward Claude Giroux, one of 
Crosby’s most prominent individual rivals, opened the scoring 13:47 into 
regulation. 

Off a pass from the neutral zone by linemate Oskar Lindblom, Giroux 
surged into the Penguins’ zone on a two-on-one rush with forward Cam 
Atkinson against Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson. Taking a pass 
from Giroux, Atkinson, from the right wing, dealt it back to Giroux, who 
lifted a wrister from the slot over a sliding Matheson and past goaltender 
Casey DeSmith’s glove on the far side for his 16th goal of the season. 
Atkinson and Lindblom had assists. 

The slightly less celebrated 22nd goal of Penguins forward Dominik 
Simon’s career tied the game, 1-1, only 22 seconds later. 

Controlling the puck at center point, Penguins forward Brian Boyle faked 
a slapper then distributed a pass to the left half wall for defenseman 
Marcus Pettersson. Surveying for a lane, Pettersson directed snapped a 
pass to the front of the crease. Simon spun off a check from Bunnaman 
in the slot and leaned forward to re-direct the puck off the crossbar and 
into the cage behind Hart for his third goal this season. Pettersson and 
Boyle recorded assists. 

The Flyers forged a 2-2 tie 57 seconds into the second period. 

From the right of the Penguins’ cage, Flyers forward James van 
Riemsdyk shuffled a quick wrister that DeSmith booted out. Penguins 
forward Bryan Rust dove to poke check the rebound out of danger but 
ended up directing the puck to the stick of Flyers forward Scott Laughton 
in the high slot. Laughton whipped a wrister past DeSmith’s blocker for 
his 10th goal. There were no assists. 

Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler put his team in the lead, 3-2, at 10:43 of 
the second with his first goal this season. From the left half wall of the 
offensive zone, Flyers forward Travis Konecny dished a cross-ice pass to 
the right point, where Seeler golfed a one-timer past a handful of bodies 
and beyond the reach of DeSmith’s blocker on the far side. Assists went 
to Konecny and van Riemsdyk. 

A cavalcade of confusion supplied the Flyers with a 4-2 lead at 17:09 of 
the middle frame. 

After Laughton burst between the pairing of Pettersson and defensive 
partner John Marino to create a breakaway, he was stuffed by DeSmith. 
Van Riemsdyk followed up on the ensuing rebound from the left of the 
crease but fired it completely through the crease and off the opposite 
boards. The rebound caromed to the right point, where Flyers 
defenseman Justin Braun cranked it at the cage. The puck hit off of 
Pettersson’s left skate and deflected into the net for Braun’s fourth goal. 
The assists went to Laughton and van Riemsdyk. 

The Penguins persisted, particularly after a request from their coach. 

“I said to them after the second period, ‘Let’s see what we’re made of 
here,’” Mike Sullivan said. 

As it turned out, they are composed of some pretty stern stuff. 

Another power-play score by forward Jake Guentzel — his 25th — made 
it a 4-3 contest at 12:36 of the third period. 

From the right circle of the offensive zone, Crosby fed a seam pass to the 
left circle for Letang, who chopped the puck only to have it partially 
blocked by Braun. The rebound hopped in on Hart who could not contain 
it, allowing a rebound to trickle free in the blue paint for Guentzel to clean 
up with a forehand shot. Letang and Crosby registered assists. 

A highly unlikely source tied the game only 18 seconds later when 
Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel scored his first goal of the 
season. 

Pushing the puck deep into the right corner of the offensive zone, 
Penguins forward Danton Heinen identified Ruhwedel sneaking in from 
the back door and slipped a pass to the far side of the crease for the 
defenseman to swipe the puck over Hart’s left leg on the near side. 
Heinen and forward Jeff Carter netted assists. 
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For Ruhwedel, who is a regular in the lineup for the first time in his 10-
year career, it was his first goal in 92 games, a streak dating back to Dec. 
20, 2019. 

“I couldn’t be happier for him,” Letang said of Ruhwedel. “It’s awesome 
that he gets a big goal like this on a special night. He’s been in and out 
the lineup the past few years. This year, he has a chance to prove that 
he can be in there and play big minutes, play on the (penalty kill), play an 
important role. Everybody is really happy for him.” 

Everyone in PPG Paints Arena, with the exception of those occupying 
the visiting bench, appeared to be happy with Letang when the contest 
ventured past the boundaries of regulation. 

In overtime, Letang hounded Giroux into a turnover in the Penguins’ zone 
then claimed the loose puck to create his own breakout during a three-
on-three sequence. Approaching the Flyers’ cage, Letang looked off a 
potential pass to Crosby then swept a forehand shot through Hart’s five 
hole. 

“It was just like a quick turnaround,” Letang said. “The defenseman 
(Provorov) was kind of taking away Sid. I was trying to fool the goalie by 
looking at (Sid) the entire time and tried to put the puck five hole.” 

DeSmith made 23 saves on 27 shots as his record improved to 5-3-2. 

While allowing four goals on a fairly minute number of shots doesn’t look 
good for those who tabulate such figures, Sullivan lauded DeSmith’s 
play, particularly in the third period. 

“Sometimes, from a statistical standpoint, the amount of goals relative to 
the amount of shots doesn’t tell the whole story,” Sullivan said. 
“Especially in a small sample size like one game. It was more about the 
types of chances. For the most part, Casey was solid all night. In 
particular, I thought he was real solid in the third period.” 

As for Crosby, it was a spectacular, albeit imperfect night. 

“It was nice to get 500 but there were some plays that I would like to 
have back,” admitted Crosby, who pointed out he was on the ice for the 
Flyers’ second goal. “It was just a matter of everyone just trying to push 
and trying to find a way to grab it. 

“It was nice to have a big comeback like that.” 

His teammate refused to settle for anything else. 

“Of course, you want that game, that memory to be a win,” Letang said. 
“You don’t want to remember your 500th goal in a loss, especially against 
a rival like this. Forget about the 500th. He does that every game. That’s 
what he brings to the table. He leads by example. He goes out there and 
he’s always the guy that works the hardest. Obviously, he wanted that 
game badly. But that’s what he does every night.” 

Notes: Ruhwedel played in his 200th regular season game with the 
Penguins. … The Penguins’ scratches were defenseman Mark Friedman 
and rookie forward Radim Zohorna. 
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By the numbers: With 500 goals, Penguins captain Sidney Crosby climbs 
many lists 

 

TRIBUNE-REVIEW | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 9:18 p.m. 

 

On the occasion of his 500th career goal against the Philadelphia Flyers 
on Tuesday night, here are 10 top five lists involving Penguins captain 
Sidney Crosby: 

Most goals, Penguins 

1. Mario Lemieux 690 

2. Sidney Crosby 500 

3. Jaromir Jagr 439 

4. Evgeni Malkin 429 

5. Jean Pronovost 316 

• • • 

Most goals, active players 

1. Alex Ovechkin 759 

2. Sidney Crosby 500 

3. Steven Stamkos 461 

4. Joe Thornton 429 

5. Evgeni Malkin 429 

• • • 

Most goals, Nova Scotia native 

1. Sidney Crosby 500 

2. Bobby Smith 357 

T3. Al MacInnis 340 

T3. Brad Marchand 340 

5. Glen Murray 337 

• • • 

Most goals, 2005 draft 

1. Sidney Crosby 500 

2. Anze Kopitar 360 

3. James Neal 296 

4. Paul Stastny 274 

5. T.J. Oshie 265 

• • • 

Most goals, Player wearing No. 87 

1. Sidney Crosby 500 

2. Donald Brashear 32 

3. Pierre Turgeon 20 

T4. Liam O’Brien 1 

T4. Kristian Reichel 1 

T4. Vadim Shipachyov 1 

• • • 

Most Crosby goals vs. opponent 

1. Flyers 50 

2. Islanders 39 

3. Devils 38 

4. Rangers 36 

T5. Capitals, Maple Leafs 28 

• • • 
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Most Crosby goals vs. goaltender 

1. Henrik Lundqvist 24 

2. Jaroslav Halak 14 

3. Martin Brodeur 12 

T4. Ryan Miller 11 

T4. Antero Niittymaki 11 

• • • 

Most assists on Crosby goals 

1. Evgeni Malkin 109 

2. Kris Letang 100 

3. Chris Kunitz 58 

4. Jake Guentzel 45 

5. Sergei Gonchar 40 

• • • 

Most Crosby goals by venue 

1. PPG Paints Arena 169 

2. Mellon Arena 101 

3. Wells Fargo Arena 22 

4. Capital One Arena 15 

T5. KeyBank Center 15 

T5. Madison Square Garden 15 

• • • 

Most Crosby goals by month 

1. November 91 

2. March 88 

3. January 79 

4. December 75 

5. October 67 
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Penguins forward Sidney Crosby scores 500th career goal 

 

TRIBUNE-REVIEW | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 8:10 p.m. 

 

Penguins forward Sidney Crosby scored his 500th career goal during 
Tuesday’s home game against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

The goal came at 16:34 of the first period on a power-play opportunity 
and supplied the Penguins with a 2-1 lead. 

A Sid-sational moment for a sensational player. 

Congratulations, Sidney! ???? https://t.co/n8dFYWx1ar 
pic.twitter.com/WrPh5R4qDx 

— NHL (@NHL) February 16, 2022 

From the high slot of the offensive zone, Penguins defenseman Kris 
Letang chopped a slap shot toward the cage that was blocked by the 
stick of Flyers forward Connor Bunnaman. On the ensuing rebound, 
Flyers defenseman Kevin Connauton failed to make sufficient contact 
with the puck while clearing it, allowing Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin 
to claim possession above the left circle. From there, Malkin one-touched 
a forehand pass below the right circle for Crosby. Hesitating for a 
moment, Crosby lifted a wrister past the stick of Flyers defenseman Ivan 
Provorov and past the glove hand of goaltender Carter Hart on the near 
side. Malkin had the lone assist. 

Sidney Crosby joins Mario Lemieux (690) as the only players in Penguins 
history to score 500 goals with the team. Congrats Sid! 
pic.twitter.com/Kyq6Xzudgq 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

The goal was Crosby’s 14th of the season and his 50th in 79 career 
games against the Flyers. 

50 goals against the Flyers... and 500 GOALS IN THE NHL! 

Congratulations Sid! It has been our honor to watch every single second. 
pic.twitter.com/oR6TO7oNDb 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

THE CROSBY CLAN IS FEELIN' GOOD! pic.twitter.com/xVmf7wJNl8 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

Sidney Crosby has scored 500 times in the regular season throughout 
his @NHL career. 

What, exactly, does 500 goal horns in a row sound like? Something like 
this. https://t.co/ssK74mJxvr 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

Mears: "Take that stick right to the @HockeyHallFame." ???? 
pic.twitter.com/YDGm6EHLUl 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

All of the assists that helped make 500 possible... 
pic.twitter.com/RdWZ3WJ1Kz 

— Penguins PR (@PenguinsPR) February 16, 2022 

500 career goals, with at least one scored against all 31 other NHL 
teams   pic.twitter.com/nvCzvIYPPq 

— Penguins PR (@PenguinsPR) February 16, 2022 

87 x 500: pic.twitter.com/qGejiGp7an 

— Seth Rorabaugh (@SethRorabaugh) February 16, 2022 
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Penguins staffer Matt Cullen fills in for injured assistant coach Todd 
Reirden 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 7:16 p.m. 

 

Matt Cullen was in a familiar place Tuesday morning. 

Standing over a faceoff dot at PPG Paints Arena. 

One after another, the pucks smacked off the ice for a faceoff drill. 

“Clap! Clap! Clap!” 
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The only difference between the 18,373 draws Cullen took during his 
career and the faceoffs he was involved with Tuesday was his level of 
participation. 

He was serving as a “linesman” by dropping the puck between veteran 
centers Brian Boyle and Jeff Carter in the neutral zone in front of the 
visiting bench during the morning skate. 

After his 21-year career came ended in 2019, Cullen has been serving as 
a player development staffer for the past three seasons. Much of his 
focus has been devoted to helping the Penguins centers improve in 
faceoffs given his experience in that granular detail of the game. 

Cullen primarily works remotely from his home in his native Minnesota 
and intermittently flies into Pittsburgh for one-on-one work. 

“I actually enjoy it,” Cullen said. “When I’m at home, I’m (editing) video 
mostly for the centers, I guess with a specific focus on the faceoffs. 
When I’m here, I’m working with centers and kind of helping out wherever 
I can. It’s been a nice balance. My boys at home are getting older. So it’s 
been fun for me coaching them at home and be a part of their hockey 
and their lives. I can do a lot of the work from home through video. I 
obviously still have a relationship with some of the players that I played 
with, so that’s been good. Then, coming in and just to have some face-to-
face time and spend some time going through some specific situations 
with some of the centers, especially, has been good.” 

Cullen was pressed into more direct service this week with assistant 
coach Todd Reirden partially unavailable because of a knee injury he 
suffered earlier this month while shoveling snow. Reirden underwent 
surgery Monday and has been relegated to working remotely. 

For Tuesday’s home game against the Philadelphia Flyers, Cullen 
worked from behind the Penguins bench along with head coach Mike 
Sullivan, assistant coach Mike Vellucci as well as skating and skills 
development coach Ty Hennes. 

Cullen is still in the embryonic stages of his post-playing life. Typically, 
former players who are considering a career in coaching or management 
at the NHL level will start in a development role. Former Penguins 
forward Bill Guerin took on a similar position with the Penguins after 
retiring as a player in 2010. By 2019, he became the general manager of 
the Minnesota Wild. 

At 45, Cullen admits he hasn’t thought that far down the road. 

“Not a lot,” Cullen said. “I’ve actually really enjoyed the opportunities that 
have been provided here working with the team and working with the 
coaching staff. I’ve kind of been given the opportunity to sort of explore a 
few different things. And obviously now with Todd having surgery and 
being out for a bit, the chance to come in and work a bit more closely 
with the guys and sort of just try to help pull up some of the slack. For 
those who don’t know, Todd does a ton back there. It’s been actually 
really fun for me to kind of learn from him the ideas. He’s got some pretty 
innovative ideas, especially when it comes to the power play. So I’ve 
enjoyed that, kind of learning from him on that. 

“Just to try to help out a little bit to fill in is something that is nice to be 
able to help in that regard.” 
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Penguins to start goaltender Casey DeSmith against Flyers 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 11:40 a.m. 

 

The Penguins are expected to start goaltender Casey DeSmith for 
Tuesday’s home game against the Philadelphia Flyers at PPG Paints 
Arena. 

In 11 games this season, DeSmith has a 4-3-2 record, a 3.03 goals-
against average, a .901 save percentage and two shutouts. 

His most recent game came in a 2-0 road win against the Ottawa 
Senators on Thursday. In that contest, DeSmith made 26 saves to record 
his eighth career shutout. 

“He had a solid game,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “He obviously 
posted a shutout. He made two or three really good saves at key times 
during that game that gave us an opportunity to win. That should be a 
boost of confidence for (DeSmith). His last few starts have been really 
strong. We just want him to continue to build and grow. His confidence 
should help him in that regard. His last few of starts have been really 
strong. We’re looking for him to just bring that consistency that we need. 

“When he makes that timely save for us that gives our team the best 
chance to win, that’s what we’re looking for. That’s what the expectation 
is.” 

In his career, DeSmith has played in three games against the Flyers and 
has a 0-2-0 record along with a 3.27 goals- against average and an .893 
save percentage. 

Notes: 

• The Penguins’ lines and pairings at Tuesday’s morning skate were: 

59 Jake Guentzel - 87 Sidney Crosby - 17 Bryan Rust 

23 Brock McGinn - 71 Evgeni Malkin - 42 Kasperi Kapanen 

43 Danton Heinen - 77 Jeff Carter - 9 Evan Rodrigues 

12 Zach Aston-Reese - 11 Brian Boyle - 49 Dominik Simon 

8 Brian Dumoulin - 58 Kris Letang 

28 Marcus Pettersson - 6 John Marino 

5 Mike Matheson - 2 Chad Ruhwedel 

• The Penguins’ top power-play unit included Crosby, Guentzel, Letang, 
Malkin and Rust. Their second power-play group involved Carter, 
Heinen, Kapanen, Marino and Rodrigues. 

• The Flyers are expected to start goaltender Carter Hart. In 31 games 
this season, Hart has a 9-16-5 record, a 2.89 goals against average, a 
.911 save percentage and one shutout. 
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Tim Benz: Sidney Crosby getting No. 500 against the Flyers would be 
perfect in so many ways 

 

TIM BENZ | Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022 5:55 a.m. 

 

We can only assume that Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby 
has done this on purpose, right? 

During the first game back from the All-Star break on Feb. 8, Crosby 
scored career goal No. 499 of his career as part of a 4-2 win over the 
Boston Bruins. 

Crosby then picked up a total of three assists as the Penguins also 
racked up victories against the Ottawa Senators (2-0) and New Jersey 
Devils (4-2) — without scoring No. 500 — along the way. 
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Obviously, Crosby has meticulously and intentionally masterminded this 
scenario to set up goal No. 500 to be scored in front of a home crowd at 
PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday night, against the hated Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

A 15-24-8 version of the Flyers that has lost 15 of 17, by the way. 

So why stop at 500, Sid? Why not push that total to 502 with a hat trick? 
It certainly wouldn’t be the first time Crosby has burned his team’s 
loathed cross-state rivals. 

Philadelphia players have enjoyed agitating him over the years. Flyers 
fans love to hate him. And Crosby has voiced similar opinions about 
them. 

But Crosby has tortured Philadelphia like few others during his soon-to-
be Hall of Fame career. In fact, if Crosby scores against Philly on 
Tuesday, it’ll be his 50th career goal against the Orange and Black. 

Here are some other phun phacts about how Crosby has phrustrated 
Philadelphia phor years and years. 

• Penguins prospect P.O Joseph's steady journey to the NHL continues 

• Crosby’s first goal and first point came against the Flyers on Oct. 14, 
2005. That was the fifth game of his rookie season. He set up John 
LeClaire for a goal with three seconds left in the first period. 

Crosby then scored at the 13:08 mark of the second period off a feed 
from Lyle Odelein before the Penguins fell 6-5 in overtime. 

The infamous game when Derian Hatcher high-sticked Crosby twice, 
knocking out two of Crosby’s teeth, didn’t occur until his second trip into 
Philadelphia. Crosby scored twice that night — including the overtime 
winner — and had an assist en route to a 3-2 victory. 

Crosby scored again three nights later against the Flyers at Mellon 
Arena. Philadelphia won that game 6-3, however. 

• Crosby’s 49 goals versus the Flyers are the most that he has collected 
against any team. The next closest is the New York Islanders with 39. 

• The Islanders are the team that has yielded the most points to Crosby 
over the years (123). Philadelphia is second on the list at 117, followed 
by the New York Rangers at 96. 

• Crosby’s shooting percentage against the Flyers is 18.1%, the second-
highest mark against Eastern Conference foes. 

The only Eastern Conference opponent against whom Crosby has a 
better shooting percentage is the Toronto Maple Leafs (19.7%). He’s 
above 20% against a few Western Conference teams such as the 
Calgary Flames (27.1%), Seattle Kraken (25.0%), Colorado Avalanche 
(22.7%) and Anaheim Ducks (20.9%). But those numbers have been 
posted in significantly fewer games. 

• Perhaps surprisingly, Crosby has three teams in front of the Flyers 
when it comes to time spent in the penalty box. He’s been hit with 68 
penalty minutes against the Rangers and New Jersey Devils and 56 
minutes against the Florida Panthers. Versus the Flyers, Crosby’s total is 
just fourth at 44 minutes in 1,607:50 worth of ice time. 

• That ice time total is also the most in Crosby’s career against any 
franchise. The Islanders are second at 1,590:02. Philly is the team 
Crosby has played most frequently in his career (78 games). The Devils 
are next at 77. 

• The first Flyers goalie to allow Crosby to score was Antero Niittymaki 
during that game on Oct. 14, 2005. Crosby scored against him 11 times 
over the course of their careers. Only Henrik Lundqvist (24), Jaroslav 
Halak (14) and Martin Brodeur (12) have allowed more goals to Crosby. 

• Crosby also has 15 goals and 36 points in 23 playoff games against the 
Flyers. 

• Crosby and the Penguins are 3-1 against the Flyers in playoff series 
during his career. He has won three Stanley Cups since entering the 
league in 2005-06. The Flyers haven’t won any since 1975. 
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Sid’s stats: The numbers behind Crosby’s 500-goal milestone 

 

Mike DeFabo 

 

After hovering around the 500-goal milestone for several games, it all 
came together for Sidney Crosby on Tuesday in a confluence of events. 

At home inside PPG Paints Arena … against the rival Philadelphia Flyers 
… with an assist from his buddy, Evgeni Malkin, Crosby hit the half-
century mark during an emotional evening in Pittsburgh.  

“You look back at different things over the last 16-17 years,” Crosby said. 
“That's a memory that I'll always hold pretty close … I think all those 
things combined just just made it for a special night.” 

Five hundred is a huge number. But there are a lot of other stats that 
have helped shape it. Let’s look at some of the big ones with a hefty 
assist from the good people at Penguins PR, the unofficial team historian 
Bob Grove and others. 

50 – Fives were wild on Tuesday. The 500-goal milestone came on the 
Penguins’ 50th game of the season. It was also Crosby’s 50th goal 
against the rival Flyers. And, just for fun, it came on former Penguin 
Jaromir Jagr’s 50th birthday. 

1,077 – Crosby milestone comes in his 1,077th career game. Last 
season, he enjoyed Game No. 1,000 in an empty arena due to COVID-
19 restrictions. Tuesday, the building was buzzing with one of the best 
atmospheres since the gates were reopened. 

150 – The decisive tally came on the power play from a familiar spot, as 
Crosby hovered around the goal line. In his career, Crosby has tallied 
150 power play goals. 

31 – Fittingly, Crosby has scored more goals against the cross-state rival 
than another other team. But every team in the league can feel the Flyers 
pain, as Crosby has scored against all 31 NHL franchises, including the 
upstart Seattle Kraken. 

46 – Crosby becomes the 46th player in NHL history to net No. 500. He’s 
also the 18th player in league history to score his first 500 goals with one 
franchise. The only other active player to score 500 goals is Alex 
Ovechkin, who has 759. 

2 – The Penguins organization now has a pair of goal scorers who have 
reached the half-century mark. Can you guess the other? That’s right. 
Mario Lemieux. He netted 690 goals in his Hall of Fame career. After the 
game, the Pittsburgh icon posted a video message to the captain in 
which he said extended his congratulations: ““I’ve been able to witness 
most of them. Incredible goals over the year. I’m sure there will be plenty 
more in the future.” 

271 – Crosby has netted more than half his goals on home ice, including 
169 at PPG Paints Arena, 101 on Mellon Arena and one at Heinz Field in 
the Winter Classic. 

22 – The Flyers have had their hands full with Crosby, home or away. 
Wells Fargo Arena has seen 22 goals from Sid, most of any road venue. 
That’s followed by Capital One Arena in Washington (16), KeyBank 
Center in Buffalo (15), Madison Square Garden in New York (15) and the 
old Nassau Coliseum on Long Island (14). 
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24 – Flyers goalie Carter Hart will be the answer to a history question 
one day. But he shouldn’t feel too badly. Crosby scored 24 career goals 
on Henrik Lundqvist, the most he’s cashed against any single netminder. 
That’s followed by Jaroslav Halak (14), Marin Brodeur (12), Ryan Miller 
(11) and Antero Niittymaki (11). 

4 – While Crosby has made plenty of goalies wish they picked a different 
position, he’s also earned a couple helpers from keepers. Marc-Andre 
Fleury, Brent Johnson, Matt Murray and Jeff Zatkoff have all provided 
one assist each on Crosby goals. 

4 – Crosby becomes the fourth player to hit the milestone in a Penguins 
uniform. All of the others came on the road. Lemieux scored his 500th on 
Oct. 26, 1995 at the Islanders. Joe Mullen netted his 500th on March 14, 
1997 at Colorado. Mark Recchi reached the half-century mark on Jan. 
26, 2007 in Dallas. 

18 – Kris Letang used Crosby as a decoy in overtime, as he looked in the 
captain’s direction on a 2-on-1 before burying the game-winner himself. 
Even still, Crosby ranks third in NHL history with 18 overtime goals, 
trailing only Jaromir Jagr (19) and Ovechkin (24). 

73 – The number of game-winning goals Crosby has scored. 

12 – One goal was enough for Crosby to hit the milestone on Tuesday. 
But in his career, he’s racked up a dozen hat tricks. 

51 – Often considered a pass-first playmaker, Crosby isn’t necessarily a 
natural goal scorer. But in his best season, he tallied 51 goals during the 
2009-10 season. 

107 – The number of different players who factored into Crosby reaching 
the 500-goal milestone. Malkin, who tallied the primary assists, has 
racked up the most with 109 helpers. The other member of the Big 
Three, Kris Letang, is second on that last with 100 assists. He also tallied 
21 unassisted goals. 

"It was so appropriate that Geno was the primary assist on the goal,” 
coach Mike Sullivan said. “I think the only thing we could add it to it is if 
[Letang] found a way to touch it." 

Hey, there’s always 600 … 

Post Gazette LOADED: 02.16.2022 

1198601 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Sidney Crosby nets 500th career goal in Penguins’ dramatic OT win over 
Flyers 

 

Matt Vense 

 

Tuesday afternoon, outside of the visiting dressing room at PPG Paints 
Arena, four guys inside one of hockey’s fiercest rivalries engaged in a 
similar conversation to ones that many Pittsburghers have had over the 
last couple of days. 

After the Philadelphia Flyers finished up their morning skate, one 
Penguins forward on his way out of the building bumped into three 
familiar faces — two skaters and one staffer from the Flyers. Their small 
talk soon shifted to whether Sidney Crosby was going to get his 500th 
career goal against the Flyers later that night. 

The consensus? No way Crosby wasn’t burying that dagger against the 
Flyers. 

One even went as far as to joke that instead of displaying the puck inside 
his trophy case, Crosby would sign it and have it delivered to the Flyers’ 
dressing room. 

Fittingly, Crosby would indeed get No. 500 against the hated Flyers — 
his first and longest-standing adversaries in the NHL — Tuesday night at 
PPG Paints Arena before the Penguins rallied back from two down to 
win, 5-4, in overtime. 

“Just happy and excited. I’ve kind of been hovering around it here for a 
few games,” he said. “So it was a lot of fun to be able to do it at home 
with all the guys coming on the ice like that. That’s something I’ll 
definitely always remember.” 

With the Penguins on the power play in the first period, Crosby was 
parked in his favorite spot just off the right post. Evgeni Malkin, his 
sidekick throughout much of his NHL career, threaded a gorgeous pass 
to him through three Flyers. 

Crosby pulled it in, dropped that left knee and whipped a wrist shot under 
goalie Carter Hart’s outstretched left arm with 3:26 remaining in the first 
period. 

The four other skaters on the ice, led by Jake Guentzel, swarmed 
Crosby. And as the celebration drifted over to the boards, the Pittsburgh 
bench cleared. The PPG Paints Arena crowd, fired up even before the 
puck dropped, went wild. 

— NHL (@NHL) February 16, 2022 

“It was perfect,” Kris Letang said. “I think it was the way he wanted it to 
be, everybody on the ice with him. That’s the type of player that he is – 
and guy.” 

Penguins fans chanted his name on and off for the rest of the period, 
much like they did at the old Civic Arena after his first NHL goal back in 
October 2005. 

Mike Sullivan, who has witnessed many of Crosby’s milestones over the 
last seven seasons, said this one might have been the most special one 
to be a part of. He got goosebumps on the bench watching the Penguins 
rush to their captain. 

“He’s just so deserving. That’s the way I look at it,” Sullivan said later. “I 
just think Sid represents everything that is right about our game – his 
humility, the way he carries himself, his work ethic, his team-first attitude 
and approach.” 

Crosby is the 46th player in NHL history to hit the 500-goal mark, a list 
featuring former Penguins such as Mario Lemieux, Jaromir Jagr, Ron 
Francis and Mark Recchi. The Penguins are one of only six NHL 
franchises to have two players score 500 with that team. The other 
Penguin was Crosby’s former landlord, Lemieux. 

While his most memorable goals include the Golden Goal in the 2010 
Olympics and his snowy shootout winner in the inaugural Winter Classic, 
Crosby is better known as an expert playmaker and the leader of three 
Stanley Cup winners. 

Last month, he started speeding toward his 500th goal, scoring eight 
times in 10 games. He buried No. 499 last Tuesday in Boston. But 
despite firing 10 total shots in Ottawa and New Jersey, Crosby couldn’t 
finish for that milestone goal. 

His parents, Troy and Trina, were in the house Tuesday and got 
emotional when he broke through. They had been following the team in 
anticipation of that. 

“They’ve been living out of a suitcase here the last couple of weeks, 
wanting to be here for this one,” Crosby said playfully. “So I’m glad I 
could finally get it.” 

And like something straight out of Hollywood, it came against a team that 
has literally pulled blood, sweat and tears out of him — plus some of his 
best hockey. 

The animosity began early in Crosby’s rookie year, in his second career 
game in Philadelphia. Crosby, 18 at the time, took a stick to the chops 
from bruising Flyers blue-liner Derian Hatcher. Crosby would get the last 
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laugh that night by scoring the breakaway winner, with a couple of 
chipped teeth, during overtime. 

Three years later, Crosby and the Penguins crushed Philadelphia’s 
playoff hopes on the way to the first of their three Stanley Cup parades 
during this golden era. 

Even as many of the stitched-up faces changed inside the rivalry, 
particularly on the Flyers side, the bitterness between Crosby and the 
Philly faithful lingers. 

“I don’t like them,” he quipped in 2012. “I don’t like any guy on their 
team.” 

That disdain was evident even in the moments leading up to Tuesday’s 
goal. 

Crosby got dumped by Justin Braun. Then when Braun cross-checked 
Guentzel from behind during that same shift, Crosby went after the Flyers 
defenseman. 

When the dust settled, the Penguins had a power play and Crosby made 
the Flyers pay yet again. The goal put the Penguins up, 2-1, late in the 
first period. 

Sidney Crosby scores goal No. 500. The Penguins bench clears in 
celebration. pic.twitter.com/YRQPJfNtNo 

— Mike DeFabo (@MikeDeFabo) February 16, 2022 

By scoring against the Flyers, the 34-year-old became the 18th player in 
the NHL’s expansion era — dating back to 1967 — with 50 goals against 
one team. Crosby has gotten more goals against them than he has 
against any other opponent. 

“That’s a memory I will always hold pretty close – with Geno assisting on 
it, with it being at home against Philadelphia,” he said. “Obviously, you 
know the history of those two teams. … And to get the win, it changes 
the whole dynamic.” 

Sidney Crosby joins Mario Lemieux (690) as the only players in Penguins 
history to score 500 goals with the team. Congrats Sid! 
pic.twitter.com/Kyq6Xzudgq 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

And what a dramatic win it was. The Flyers jumped ahead with three 
second-period goals on Casey DeSmith. But the Penguins came 
storming back. With 7:24 left in the third, Guentzel scored on the power 
play, Crosby picking up an assist on the goal. Chad Ruhwedel swooped 
in to tie it up, 4-4, just 18 seconds later. 

Letang went five-hole on Hart to net the winner 31 seconds into overtime. 

Crosby leapt into Letang’s arms behind the Philadelphia goal as the fans 
who were lucky enough to score a front-row seat to Penguins history 
pounded the Plexiglass. Meanwhile, the disappointed Flyers tromped 
down the tunnel, on the losing end of another battle with Crosby, their 
longtime nemesis, yet again. 

“Lot of ups and downs through that one tonight,” Crosby said. “But I was 
just trying to enjoy it, take in the moment as best that I could throughout 
the night.” 
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WATCH: Sidney Crosby scores 500th career goal 

 

Mike DeFabo 

 

Sidney Crosby joined elite company Tuesday, when he scored his 500th 
career NHL goal against the team’s biggest rival, the Philadelphia Flyers. 

On the power play, Evgeni Malkin ripped a pass from the point that found 
Crosby parked on the right side of the net. The Penguins captain 
elevated the puck over Flyers goalie Carter Hart’s glove hand. 
Immediately, Crosby rose his hand in celebration. The goal gave the 
Penguins a 2-1 lead and came at the 16:34 mark in the first period.  

— NHL (@NHL) February 16, 2022 

The Penguins players emptied the bench as they swarmed Crosby in 
celebration. The raucous crowd at PPG Paints Arena burst into a 
“Crosby! Crosby! Crosby!” chant.  

In the long history of the NHL, Crosby becomes just the 46th player to 
reach the milestone and 18th player to score his first 500 with one 
franchise. The list of those who have hit the half-century mark includes 
the greats like Wayne Gretzky (894 goals), Gordie Howe (801), Jaromir 
Jagr (766) and Alex Ovechkin (759). 

Mario Lemieux, who racked up 690 goals in his Hall of Fame career, is 
the only other player to net his first 500 as a Penguin. 

Sidney Crosby joins Mario Lemieux (690) as the only players in Penguins 
history to score 500 goals with the team. Congrats Sid! 
pic.twitter.com/Kyq6Xzudgq 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

“That's elite company,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “There aren't 
a lot of guys that that reach that milestone. 

“It's also an indication of competitiveness. … To sustain a certain level of 
play for as long as he has and continue to sustain an elite level of play, I 
just think is an indication of his competitiveness and his will to win.” 

Crosby’s question for 500 began the third game of his NHL career. On 
Oct. 8, 2005, a rebound popped out to Crosby on the doorstep, who 
whacked it past Bruins goalie Hannu Toivonen for his first NHL goal. 
Recchi earned the helper. Coincidentally, Sullivan was behind the 
opposing bench that night at the old Civic Arena as the coach of the 
Boston Bruins. 

“I try not to remember,” Sullivan joked this week. 

In the years since, Crosby has scored goals of all varieties. There are the 
dazzling displays of skill and athleticism, like the backhanded goals he’s 
made look routine or the one-timer on one-knee that has become his 
signature. 

Then there are the big moments, when one of the best of all time rose to 
the occasion, like in the shootout game-winner in the inaugural Winter 
Classic in Buffalo in 2008 or the Golden Goal in the Vancouver Olympics 
or the Nov. 2011 goal when Crosby returned from his long concussion 
absence. 

With puck in the back of the net and the milestone in his back pocket, 
Crosby’s quest continues. Through his career, he’s tallied one goal every 
.47 games.  

How much further up the all-time leaderboard will Crosby climb before he 
calls it a career? 
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Matt Cullen enjoying 'balance' provided by his unique role in the 
Penguins organization 

 

Mike DeFabo 
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As Matt Cullen defied Father Time and extended his playing career well 
into 40s, he earned one of the best nicknames in the league: “Dad.” 

These days, that moniker is much more literal, as the father of three 
navigates the next stage of his hockey life. Cullen, 45, returned to his 
native Minnesota after hanging up the skates in 2019 following a 21-year 
career. 

There, he’s enjoying the opportunity to find equilibrium, with one foot on 
the ice as a member of the Penguins’ player development staff and the 
other spending time with his three growing sons, Brooks, 15, Wyatt, 13, 
and Joey, 11. 

“It's been a nice balance,” Cullen said. “My boys at home are getting 
older and so it's been fun for me to be able to coach them [in Minnesota] 
and be part of their hockey and their lives. Then, I can do a lot of the 
work from home through video and just communicating with the guys.” 

For the Penguins, Cullen focuses especially on the center-ice position. 
During a career that spanned more than 1,500 games, he won 53.3% of 
his face offs and has been tasked with imparting some of that wisdom on 
the younger players. He typically cuts up video or communicates virtually 
with players, with periodic trips to Pittsburgh. 

Recently, he’s taking a more active on-ice role. Assistant coach Todd 
Reirden, who injured his knee when he slipped shoveling snow, will be 
away from the club for a bit as he recovers from Monday’s surgery. 
Cullen has been called into Pittsburgh to give the Penguins another 
coach on the ice. 

“It's been actually been really fun for me to learn from [Reirden],” Cullen 
said. “He has some pretty innovative ideas, especially when it comes to 
power play. So I've enjoyed that kind of kind of learning from him on 
that.” 

So what’s next for Cullen? That’s a good question. 

Individuals who began their post-playing careers in a player development 
role have chartered different paths. Some who held similar positions, like 
Mike Sullivan, have gone on to become head coaches in the NHL. 
Others, like Bill Guerin, began in a player development role and now sit 
in NHL front offices as general managers. 

Asked how much he’s considered the next chapter, Cullen said, “Not a 
lot.” 

For now, he’s enjoying this stage and the balance it provides before 
thinking about what might come next. 

Rivalry renewed 

Just five hours and about 300 miles separate PPG Paints Arena from 
Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. But this season, the distance 
between those two rivals in the standings is far more pronounced. 

The Penguins, after overcoming injury and illness, have climbed all the 
way to the top of the Metropolitan Division standings as of Tuesday 
afternoon, capturing 68 points in 49 games. 

Meanwhile, the Philadelphia Flyers’ attempt to revamp the roster last 
offseason has fallen flat. The Metro cellar dwellers are in full-on tank 
mode. Twice this season, they’ve slogged through double-digit losing 
streaks, including a 10-game winless drought and a 13-game free fall. 

Still, if you ask Sullivan, this disparity on the ice hasn’t caused the rivalry 
to lose any of its luster. 

“I think anytime the Penguins play the Flyers, they're always emotionally 
charged games,” Sullivan said. “Both teams tend to bring out the best in 
one another. I just think that's the nature of rivalries and this rivalry has 
been deep rooted for a long time. And I don't think those things just go 
away.” 

DeSmith in net 

Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith will have another opportunity in the 
crease Tuesday. 

His workload this season has been minimal, as the backup has been 
utilized almost exclusively when the Penguins have games on 
consecutive nights. The lone exception was when Tristan Jarry was 
sidelined due to COVID-19. 

After struggling out of the gate, DeSmith has gained traction of late. He’s 
stopped 56 of the last 58 shots he’s faced, including a shutout 
performance in Ottawa last Thursday. 

“His last couple of starts have been really strong,” Sullivan said. “We're 
looking for him to just bring that consistency that we need.” 

With the NHL trade deadline just over a month away on March 21, giving 
DeSmith more playing time could be advantageous as the club gathers 
more data points to help determine if this is indeed a position they need 
to address or if DeSmith can recapture the form the helped him lead the 
NHL in all the relevant goalie stats late last season. 
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Ron Cook: Sidney Crosby notching No. 500 against Flyers would be 
poetic 

 

Ron Cook 

 

The symmetry is perfect. 

Sidney Crosby needs one goal to reach 500 for his spectacular career 
and one goal to hit 50 against the Philadelphia Flyers. The Penguins play 
the Flyers on Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena. Crosby has despised 
the Flyers since his rookie season and has made it his mission to torment 
them and their animalistic fan base. He has done it year after year. 

It could be a wonderful night at the Uptown rink. 

Knowing Crosby’s flair for the dramatic, it will be extraordinary. 

That one magical goal is a given, right? 

That doesn’t mean Crosby planned it this way. He has been firing shots 
left and right since he got to 498. He took five against Washington. He 
took five against Boston and scored No. 499. He took six shots against 
Ottawa and four more against New Jersey on Sunday. 

Clearly, Crosby wants to get 500 behind him. 

Nothing would make Crosby happier than doing it against the Flyers. 

The animus between Crosby and the Flyers and their fans go back to his 
second game in Philadelphia during his rookie season of 2005-06. Flyers 
defenseman Derian Hatcher performed some unwanted dental work on 
Crosby with the butt end of his stick, knocking out a couple of Crosby’s 
teeth. Crosby complained to the officials that no penalty was called for 
high-sticking and was given a two-minute penalty for unsportsmanlike 
conduct for arguing. Flyers coach Ken Hitchcock accused him of being a 
whiner and a diver after the game. 

Flyers fans have tried to brutalize Crosby ever since. They gleefully refer 
to him as “Cindy Crosby.” Chants of “Crosby sucks!” can be heard in 
Wells Fargo Center, even in games when the Penguins aren’t the 
opponent. 

Crosby loves it. 

The more the Philly fans are abusive to Crosby, the better he likes it and 
the better he plays against their team. A few missing teeth did not stop 
him from completing a three-point night by scoring the winning goal in 
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overtime in that 2005 game, much to Hitchcock’s and Hatcher’s regret. 
Crosby has dominated the Flyers his entire career. His 49 goals against 
them are the most he has against an opponent, his 117 points in 78 
games the second most. He has scored 15 goals and 36 points in 23 
playoff games against Philly, leading the Penguins to wins in three of the 
teams’ four postseason series. His best series against the Flyers came in 
2018, when he had six goals and 13 points in the Penguins’ six-game 
win. That included a hat trick in Game 1. The series win in five games in 
2008 also was significant because it came in the Eastern Conference 
final. 

Another milestone goal will add to Crosby’s incredible legacy. He ranks 
46th on the NHL’s all-time goal list, one behind Hall of Famer Lanny 
McDonald and three behind former Penguins winger Joe Mullen. He is 
tied with Hall of Famer Johnny Bucyk for 26th place on the all-time points 
list with 1,369. He has won three Stanley Cups with the Penguins and 
two Olympic gold medals with Canada. 

Crosby’s overtime goal to beat the U.S. team at the 2010 Vancouver 
Games is one of his most iconic. It didn’t just give Canada the gold 
medal. It swung one of his toughest critics to his side. 

“He is such a good player, such a good person,” Hitchcock said after 
working as an assistant coach on that Canadian team, coached by Mike 
Babcock and captained by Crosby. “There’s leaders, and then there’s 
leaders of players. Everything he does has got class to it. I just like the 
way he leads the guys.” 

They must have loved reading that in Philly. 

The only thing better than Crosby getting No. 500 at home would be him 
getting it at Wells Fargo. 

Wouldn’t it be great fun to put those lovable Flyers fans through that? 

But you know what? 

A Crosby goal in front of the home fans would be wonderful, too. 

It would rock PPG Paints Arena. 

I can’t shake the feeling it is going to happen Tuesday night. 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: The 500th goal by Sidney Crosby, the kid, and 
the Penguins’ comeback 

 

By Josh Yohe Feb 16, 2022 

 

The hockey gods put this one on a platter for one of the greatest players 
in history. 

There was no way he’d miss. 

Sidney Crosby was playing in the city that adores him against the team 
he loathes. He entered the game with 499 goals. It was meant to be. 

Crosby scored the 500th goal of his storied career at 16:34 of the first 
period Tuesday against the Flyers in a game the Penguins won in 
overtime, 5-4, before a raucous sellout crowd at PPG Paints Arena. 

CR SBY PIC.TWITTER.COM/HRDSGXKHIU 

— PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (@PENGUINS) FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

The Penguins actually trailed the lowly Flyers 4-2 in the latter stages of 
the third period before Jake Guentzel and Chad Ruhwedel scored to 
dramatically even the score. 

Kris Letang did the rest, scoring on a two-on-one with Crosby in 
overtime, beating Carter Hart five-hole. 

“He looked me off,” Crosby said with a laugh of Letang’s decision to look 
at Crosby before taking the shot. 

But make no mistake, the night belonged to the captain. 

A SPECIAL MOMENT FOR A SPECIAL PLAYER. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/6YC8JLPSPJ 

— PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (@PENGUINS) FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

After Crosby scored the goal, the entire Penguins bench jumped onto the 
ice to celebrate. It was a scene generally reserved for playoff overtime 
goals, but on this occasion it felt absolutely perfect. 

“It was an organic reaction,” Letang said with a smile. 

The game was briefly delayed while Crosby received a lengthy standing 
ovation. His parents, Troy and Trina Crosby, were displayed on the 
scoreboard, which nearly made their son emotional. 

THE CROSBY CLAN IS FEELIN' GOOD! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/XVMF7WJNL8 

— PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (@PENGUINS) FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

“They haven’t been to as many games the last couple of years,” Crosby 
said. “I think it’s just important to be able to share that with them. They 
wanted to be here.” 

Letang and coach Mike Sullivan spoke more about Crosby the person 
than Crosby the player after the game. 

“He’s just so deserving,” Sullivan said. “He just represents everything 
that’s right about our game. His humility, the way he carries himself, his 
work ethic, his team-first attitude and approach. He leads by example.” 

Dominik Simon also scored for the Penguins, who next play Thursday in 
Toronto before a Sunday showdown at home against the Hurricanes. 

Ten postgame observations 

• What a spectacular moment for Crosby. It was a classic Crosby goal, 
and the whole building, which was on the verge of bursting every time he 
touched the puck, could feel it coming. 

He spoke at length with the media about the special response from the 
crowd and how perfect the evening was for him. 

JOY AND HAPPINESS. 

SIDNEY CROSBY REFLECTS ON TONIGHT'S 500-GOAL MILESTONE 
IN HIS INTERVIEW POSTGAME   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/2ORYXMEW20 

— PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (@PENGUINS) FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

Crosby beat Hart to the glove side and, really, everything about the 
moment was perfect. Crosby could have scored his 500th goal in Boston 
on a third-period two-on-one. He hit the post. 

He could have scored in his home country in Ottawa last week, before a 
mere 50 fans. He could have done the trick on Super Bowl Sunday in 
New Jersey. 

Those would have been classic moments, to be sure. But this was 
perfect. Crosby is one of the most beloved athletes in Pittsburgh history, 
and he received a particular amount of adoration after the goal. This was 
meant to be. It was his 500th career goal and his 50th career goal 
against the Flyers. It’s by far the most he’s scored against any team, with 
the Islanders (39) a distant second. 

It will be remembered as one of the great moments of his career and one 
of the great moments in Penguins history. Such goals are meant to be 
experienced at home. 
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• There was something really cool about the team sprinting onto the ice 
to celebrate with Crosby. 

Letang said the Penguins briefly discussed such a celebration but said 
nothing was set in stone. Then, it happened. 

I think, more than anything, this is an indication of how much Crosby is 
beloved by his teammates. You don’t just celebrate like that for any 
ordinary person. He’s always been a beloved teammate, but in recent 
years, he’s emerged into a different kind of leader. It started in 2016, 
when the Penguins decided to bring up then-rookies like Matt Murray, 
Bryan Rust, Conor Sheary and Tom Kuhnhackl. Crosby was taking them 
out to dinner after playoff games, making them feel welcome. That’s 
when he really became the greatest captain in the game. 

You could see the affection for Crosby from his teammates. It was a 
scene unlike any other. 

• It was only perfect that Evgeni Malkin was the man who set up Crosby 
for the goal. They will always be remembered together as the leaders of 
the Penguins’ golden years. 

What so many don’t appreciate is how exceptionally close they are off 
the ice. Their bond is real, as is their friendship. 

For that matter, we should include Letang in this. He’s the man who 
scored the winning goal, and the three of them are all so close and 
responsible for so many glorious memories. Sullivan joked after the 
game that the only thing better than Malkin setting up the goal would 
have been if Letang had the secondary assist. 

Fair point. 

But I’d say that Letang winning the game in overtime was just about right. 

• Can you imagine if the Penguins had lost this game? It would have 
driven Crosby absolutely nuts. 

The Penguins simply had to win. Such goals are supposed to come in 
winning efforts, especially when the other team is your biggest rival and 
is having a dreadful season. 

Make no mistake, the Penguins did not play a good game. They were 
sloppy even though they controlled the puck for long stretches. But a loss 
would have left a terrible taste in everyone’s mouth. 

If you paid for tickets to this game, you got your money’s worth and then 
some. 

• I don’t mean to be Debbie Downer on such a glorious occasion. And I’m 
not here to pick on Malkin. The pros have far, far outweighed the cons 
since he returned to the lineup. 

Also, I often say that NHL stats aren’t always accurate and shouldn’t all 
be taken seriously. That said, Malkin was charged with six turnovers 
Tuesday. Six! The Penguins were charged with 14, which is a high 
number, but Malkin’s six were particularly troubling. 

Making matters worse, his right wing, Kasperi Kapanen, was guilty of a 
couple of bad turnovers. The chemistry that was so clear between those 
two last season isn’t there at all right now. I don’t know where it went. 
That line was ineffective in this game. Malkin and Kapanen tried to set a 
record for drop passes in a game — Crosby joined them with a terrible 
one early in the first period — and that line remains a serious problem for 
the Penguins. 

• I know Crosby is the story here. Obviously. But listen, if you had tickets, 
you witnessed Simon and Ruhwedel scoring on the same night. 

It’s something you won’t see often. 

But I did want to point out Ruhwedel’s goal and the instincts he showed. 
He’s not the kind of guy who jumps into the play often. But he did this 
time. It was the right play because of the ice that the Flyers gave him and 
because the Penguins were down a goal. 

Danton Heinen delivered a beauty of a pass, but high marks to Ruhwedel 
for seizing the opportunity. I can’t say enough about how valuable he’s 
been for the Penguins all season, and this was another example. 

• Atmospheres make nights like this. This is why I had long dreaded the 
idea of Crosby producing a milestone accomplishment in an empty 
Canadian Tire Center last week. 

Sure, it would have been 500 goals one way or the other. But this was a 
night filled with emotion. The crowd was playoff-level intense. In fact, it 
might have been an even better crowd than we typically see in the 
playoffs, and Penguins crowds are always great in the spring. 

It was just an awesome event, and the theatrical nature of it all was on 
point. Crosby, like a handful of all-time greats who came before him, has 
a special flair for the dramatic. We knew he was going to score. The 
whole city did. 

I asked him if there was a certain kind of pressure that came with having 
nearly 20,000 people crammed into a building, expecting him to score a 
goal. He said he felt that kind of pressure. Then, he added this: “I always 
put pressure on myself.” 

No matter where the pressure is coming from, he handles it better than 
most. It felt inevitable that he was going to get No. 500 in this game. And 
he did. 

• The first-place Penguins now have 70 points in 50 games. They’re on 
pace for 115 points. Their level of play actually dropped a good bit in this 
game, but it happens. They were clearly distracted by the moment, but 
as good teams do, they found a way to win. 

The schedule is about to intensify in a big way, but I suspect they are up 
for the challenge. 

• Brock McGinn blocked a shot and immediately raced to the locker room 
in the third period. He was in immense pain, and the injury looked 
serious. 

Late in the period, he returned. Why? Because he’s a hockey player. 
(And a very valuable one for the Penguins. Even when he doesn’t score, 
he’s helping them win.) 

• Let’s close with a final thought on Crosby. 

I know you’ve heard this a million times, but you’re going to hear it one 
more. The person, remarkably, is actually better than the player. And 
he’s one of the five greatest players in the history of the sport. 

He’s the real deal in every way. He treats everyone with dignity and 
respect. He is kind. He is polite. He has a particular soft spot for children. 
He has time for everyone and, in the 13 years I’ve known him, he’s never 
mistreated one person from what I’ve witnessed. And he’s had many 
reasons to. 

The Penguins are lucky to have him as their captain. Pittsburgh is lucky 
to have him as one of our own. 
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Jaromir Jagr turns 50: Memories of No. 68, Kit Kat bars, ‘an incredible 
student’ and a teenage sensation 

 

Josh Yohe Feb 15, 2022  

 

Badger Bob Johnson, the loveable and always-positive coach of the 
1990-91 Pittsburgh Penguins, never yelled at his players. Ever. He was 
the ultimate glass-half-full coach. 
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Finally, in a December home game that season, Johnson yelled. For 
months, he had been warning his 18-year-old rookie sensation, Jaromir 
Jagr, to stop skating with his head down in the neutral zone. 

Jagr got drilled by a center-ice hit and, when he skated to the bench, 
Johnson yelled at him. And Jagr started to cry on the bench. 

Thirty-two years later, Jagr — he of hockey wisdom, hockey zen, flowing 
mullets, ageless endurance, 2 a.m. workouts, a revolving door of model 
girlfriends, 1,921 NHL points, and owner of the Czech Extraliga’s Rytíři 
Kladno — turns 50 on Tuesday. Those who played with him love Jagr to 
this day and, while they marvel at the 50-year-old who still plays hockey, 
they love nothing more than romanticizing about the 18-year-old who 
took Pittsburgh by storm. 

“He cried a lot that year,” Kevin Stevens said. “That time on the bench 
wasn’t the only time. Poor kid.” 

That wasn’t necessarily Stevens’ mindset at the time. As Jagr cried on 
the bench following a tongue-lashing from Johnson, linemate Phil 
Bourque put his arm around him. 

“I just kept saying, ‘It’ll be OK, Jags,'” Bourque said. “I was trying to 
comfort him. He wasn’t just crying. He was literally sobbing. He couldn’t 
breathe. And you have to remember, we had a team of alpha males. 
Nothing but alpha males.” 

The biggest alpha male on that team was Stevens, and, from the far side 
of the bench, he saw Jagr crying. 

“Bourquey,” Stevens yelled. “Is he crying? He better not be fucking 
crying.” 

Bourque remembers it like it was yesterday. 

“I told Artie to stop yelling,” Bourque said with a laugh. “It wasn’t helping. 
He started crying harder.” 

All these years later, Stevens laughs about it, too. 

“He cried so much that year,” Stevens said. “And you know what? 
Looking back at it, I don’t blame him. Not one bit. If I had to go play in 
Czechoslovakia at 18? I’d have been shitting my pants. He didn’t speak 
English. He had all this pressure on him. I can’t imagine what he must 
have been going through. We actually loved him from the beginning, but 
we all yelled at each other a little.” 

Alpha males don’t sit in the quiet, after all. 

“In a way, it was a compliment to Jags from Artie,” Bourque said. 
“Sometimes we were hard on him, but it’s because he was one of us 
from the very beginning. We knew how special he was. So we just 
treated him the way we’d treat anyone else.” 

A young Jaromir Jagr. 

‘It took one practice’ 

The Penguins drafted Jagr in 1990 with the fifth pick. Because Jagr came 
from a communist country, some teams hesitated to select him because 
there was concern that he wouldn’t report to the NHL. Jagr, for his part, 
had seen Mario Lemieux play hockey in person as a child during the 
world championships and was in awe, deciding at that moment that he 
someday wanted to play for Pittsburgh. 

“He worshipped Mario,” Hall of Fame broadcaster Mike Lange said. 
“Idolized him. He watched everything he did at all times and wanted to be 
just like him.” 

Jagr, in his broken English, communicated with Craig Patrick that he 
wanted to play in Pittsburgh. Patrick was all too pleased to make the 
selection. Some general managers wanted only North American players, 
but Patrick was a disciple of Herb Brooks and, while Brooks was 
famously the coach of the “Miracle on Ice” 1980 U.S. men’s hockey team, 
he also made a career of studying the European game. Patrick and the 

Penguins didn’t care where a player came from, only that he could play. 
In Jagr, they knew they had something special. 

“It took one practice,” Mark Recchi said. “It was like, ‘Oh my God, look at 
this kid. Look at his legs.'” 

Johnson held training camp in the high altitude of Colorado that season, 
so Penguins fans and many close to the team didn’t see Jagr for a few 
weeks. Then came the Penguins’ first preseason game. 

“After the game, I walked down to where Craig Patrick was,” Lange said. 
“And I asked him where the hell this kid came from. Craig just smiled. He 
knew.” 

Those Penguins were layered in Hall of Fame talent. Lemieux didn’t play 
until January of that season because of back surgery, and Ron Francis 
didn’t come along until a March trade. Larry Murphy arrived later that 
season, too. Still, players like Paul Coffey, Stevens, Bryan Trottier, Joey 
Mullen and Recchi gave the Penguins plenty of elite talent. And yet, Jagr 
was the talk of training camp. 

“I had never seen anyone built like him who could do the things he could 
do,” Recchi said. “I still haven’t.” 

His pure power blew everyone away. 

“He was never going to lose a game in the ass department,” Lange said. 
“His game hadn’t matured much at that point. But he’d get the puck on 
the boards and stick that big ass out. No one had a chance. He has the 
perfect hockey body. I don’t think anyone’s ever had a better one.” 

The Penguins immediately knew they had something special. He had a 
man’s body at 18 and would go on to score 27 goals in his first season. 

“Unreal,” said Stevens, who was the greatest power forward in the game 
during the early ’90s. “He was a fucking bull of a man at 18. So strong. I 
had never seen anything like it.” 

‘He literally didn’t speak English’ 

There were adjustments for Jagr on the ice. He had to keep his head up. 
The only shot he was comfortable with was his backhand. 

“He didn’t know how to shoot a wrist shot at the time,” former broadcaster 
Paul Steigerwald said. “Think about that. One of the greatest wrist shots 
in the history of the game. But back then, he didn’t know what to do. So 
he just worked with (assistant coach) Rick Kehoe every day on it. I can 
still picture those two just staying on the ice forever after practices, 
working on his shot.” 

The language barrier was a bigger problem than the wrist shot. 

“He literally didn’t speak English,” Lange said. “Not a word. You could tell 
he was a good kid, a fun-loving kid. You’d have to pay attention to his 
mannerisms. He wanted to fit in, but when you don’t speak the language, 
it’s a problem.” 

Following the draft, Jagr arrived in Pittsburgh with his mom. Neither Jagr 
nor his mom spoke English. They were greeted at the airport by Johnson, 
assistant coach Barry Smith, Patrick and Steigerwald, who famously 
greeted Lemieux at Pittsburgh International seven years earlier. 

“We took him to Ross Park Mall,” Steigerwald said. “All he wanted were a 
pair of blue jeans and a jean jacket. It was hard to get that kind of stuff 
where he was coming from.” 

America was a whole new world for Jagr, who used to train on his 
grandfather’s farm in Czechoslovakia. While he didn’t speak English, he 
was eager to venture into his new life and loved America from the 
beginning. 

Jagr had two heroes when he arrived in Pittsburgh: Lemieux and Ronald 
Reagan. In fact, for the first few years of his NHL career, Jagr carried a 
picture of Reagan in his wallet as a sign of appreciation for the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the subsequent end of communism in his homeland. 
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“He wore No. 68 because Russia invaded his country that year and took 
his grandparents as prisoners,” Steigerwald said. “Very patriotic guy. 
Very passionate. You could see that right away.” 

The biggest trade of all 

Halfway through his first season in Pittsburgh, Jagr was homesick, and 
his play was beginning to decline. 

Patrick then traded for veteran Czech forward Jiří Hrdina. 

“That’s one of the biggest trades in franchise history,” Stevens said. “I 
mean it.” 

No one disagrees. 

“Absolutely it was,” Bourque said. “Jags was a mess, he was homesick. I 
don’t know if he would have made it through that first season without Jiří 
showing up.” 

In Hrdina, Jagr immediately had a friend and someone who spoke his 
language. 

“Jiří did everything for him,” Lange said. “He was so patient with him. He 
was the perfect guy to have around.” 

The NHL was a different world in 1990. There were very few European 
players in the league, and those who were in the NHL at the time dealt 
with discrimination on a regular basis. They were often viewed as soft, 
and their culture was painfully different than what players from North 
America were comfortable with. 

Some of the Penguins had never played with a European player when 
Jagr arrived. 

“You had always heard stuff about how European players didn’t fit in and 
how they liked to keep themselves,” Stevens said. “But Jags was only 
keeping to himself because he couldn’t speak the language. He was 
under all this pressure because, when you have talent like he had, 
pressure just comes with the territory. But the real pressure was away 
from the rink. He was OK when he was with us. We liked him and we 
took care of him at the rink. But what about the rest of the day? That was 
the hard part for him. A lot of time to kill, and he was so far from home.” 

‘We talked about everything’ 

One friendship with a North American helped Jagr from the very 
beginning. Lange, the legendary broadcaster, was essentially a member 
of the Penguins in those days. He was more famous than all of them 
except for Lemieux. He was drinking buddies with them. He was the 
Penguins, in many ways. 

He and Jagr clicked from the very beginning. 

“I love him so much,” Lange said. “We just hit it off. He sat with me on the 
team bus for five years.” 

In Lange, Jagr had a confidant. 

“He would tell me everything,” Lange said. “We’d talk about his contract. 
Girls. He’d ask me for advice. I was just blown away by how interesting 
and how intelligent he was. When he started to get better with English, I 
came to learn that he was a mathematical genius. Now, I’m pretty good 
with math myself. But he would just blow me out of the water. What a 
brain. Oh my God. Smarter than anyone else.” 

As Jagr’s mastery of English improved, his personality started to shine. 
He was funny, fun-loving, and well aware of his physical attributes. 

But he still didn’t like getting yelled at. 

“One time, Jags looked at me and said, ‘Mikey, I look so good right now,'” 
Lange said. “But then he added, ‘I’m up to 240 pounds. But don’t tell 
anyone.'” 

Jagr’s personality and his good looks were something to behold. 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” Lange said. “The girls went absolutely 
crazy for him. And he loved it.” 

Oh, Jagr liked to have his fun. After the Stanley Cup in 1992, he 
famously requested that “pretty girls” should attend the Penguins’ victory 
parade. 

He joined the KDKA nightly news and WDVE morning show to provide 
weather reports. When he reported that Kit Kat bars were his favorite 
food, Penguins fans mailed them by the thousands to the Civic Arena. 

But there were two sides to Jagr: the fun, charismatic side, and the 
studious, hard-working portion, which was evident immediately and was 
responsible for making him the player he would become. 

“I marveled at the student of the game that he was during that first year,” 
Lange said. “He was obsessed with Mario. And he’d sit there and study 
all of those great Penguins. You could literally see him watching things 
they’d do in practice, and then he would do the same. He was an 
incredible student.” 

Jaromir Jagr and Mario Lemieux. 

The number retiring and beyond 

More than 30 years after taking Pittsburgh by storm, Jagr remains a 
beloved but mysterious figure in Pittsburgh. He still owns a house in 
Upper St. Clair, south of the city. But Jagr hasn’t been in Pittsburgh for 
many years. At least, not that anyone knows of. 

His birthday is such a big deal that even Lemieux sent a statement to a 
Czech newspaper: “It’s hard to believe that Jaromir is turning 50. It 
seems like yesterday that he came to Pittsburgh as an 18-year-old 
rookie. It didn’t take long for him to become a superstar and there’s no 
way we would have won back-to-back Cups without him. It was also a 
thrill to play with him after my comeback. It’s great to see that he’s still 
enjoying the game in his hometown after all of these years. What an 
amazing career. Please wish him a happy 50th birthday for me.” 

Jagr still plays in home games for the Kladno team he owns. The 
Penguins want to retire his number but won’t be able to do so until he 
stops playing because his schedule never allows him the time to visit 
Pittsburgh for a ceremony. 

Originally, the Penguins had quite a plan in mind. The organization 
wanted to honor the 1991 and 1992 Penguins in a ceremony while 
simultaneously retiring Jagr’s number with his old teammates on hand for 
the occasions. 

The pandemic and the fact that Jagr is still playing made such a thing 
impossible. Someday soon, however, the number will be retired, so long 
as he actually retires. 

“One of the greatest players of all time,” Recchi said. “There’s only one of 
him.” 

The same could have been said in his teenage years. By the time he was 
20, Jagr had won the Stanley Cup twice, became one of the best players 
in the league and was a sensation in a city that adores him despite their 
complicated relationship. 

“He was just a kid,” Lange said. “But man, was he a special kid.” 
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PHN 5-Minute Penguins Postgame, Crosby, Depth and DeSmith in OT 
Win 

 

By Dan Kingerski  
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Despite Sidney Crosby’s 500th career goal, fittingly assisted by Evgeni 
Malkin, the Pittsburgh Penguins trailed 4-2 later in the third period. Then 
two goals in 18 seconds, including the first goal of the season by 
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel, vaulted the Penguins to overtime. Just as 
poetically as Malkin assisting on Crosby’s milestone goal, his other 
longtime teammate, Kris Letang, fooled Philadelphia Flyers goalie Carter 
Hart by looking at Crosby on a two-on-one. 

Instead of passing, Letang ripped it past Hart. Overtime game-winner on 
a historic night. 

Crosby scored. Dominik Simon and Ruhwedel scored. And Jake 
Guentzel scored the Penguins’ second power-play goal, too. It was 
almost for naught if the Penguins didn’t roar back in the third period. 

The Penguins outshot Philadelphia 34-27 and held a decisive advantage 
for most of the game, but critical mistakes wound up in the back of their 
net. 

“I thought in the second period, in particular with those first 12 minutes or 
so, we had an extended offensive zone time. And sometimes when you 
have extended zone time like that, if you’re not careful, it can get too 
good to you,” Sullivan said. “And then, all of a sudden, you lose the 
defensive conscience. We have to be able to play with the puck in a 
responsible way. And just making sure that we don’t turn into a high-risk 
team…” 

In the second period, the Pittsburgh Penguins became a highwire act 
when they dominated the puck and zone time but gave up three goals by 
making some bad decisions. But as they’ve done many times this 
season, the Penguins rose to the occasion, and Sidney Crosby just 
smiled after winning the game in which he scored No. 500. 

“I was just happy and excited. I was just kind of been hovering around it 
here for a few games. So it was a lot of fun to be able to do it at home 
and the guys coming on the ice like that–That’s something I’ll definitely 
always remember,” Crosby said. 

After Crosby scored his 500th goal, the team lept from the bench to mob 
him. Later, Crosby’s parents were shown on the video board, and PPG 
Paints Arena erupted in Crosby chants, again. 

“He just represents everything that’s right about our game. His humility, 
the way he carries himself, his work ethic, his team-first attitude and 
approach,” Sullivan said.  

On the negative side, Casey DeSmith allowed four goals on 27 shots, 
which will do nothing to quell questions about his place on the team, in 
addition to the Pittsburgh Penguins faulty play that required a third period 
comeback. 
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No. 500 For Mom, Dad, Fans, Crosby Himself 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

Troy and Trina Crosby celebrate son Sidney's 500th goal. 

You think you had to hang in there, anticipating Sidney Crosby’s 500th 
career goal? How about the Pittsburgh Penguins star center’s parents, 
Troy and Trina. They were in attendance Tuesday at PPG Paints Arena 
for the milestone, just as they had been at his games recently as he crept 
closer to that number. 

“They’ve been living out of a suitcase for a couple weeks, wanting to be 
here for this one,” Sidney Crosby said with a smile after he notched his 

500th goal in a 5-4 win over the Philadelphia Flyers. “Glad I could finally 
get it.” 

Crosby, 34, noted that his parents haven’t been able to travel to see 
many of his games over the past couple seasons because of COVID-19 
travel and arena attendance restrictions. 

“It’s really nice” that they were able to attend this one, Crosby said. “It’s 
important to be able to share that with them. They’ve been there for 
some pretty cool things over the years, pretty cool experiences, and this 
is another one to add.” 

His parents were seen on the big screen in the arena and on the 
Penguins telecast celebrating to the point of being a bit teary. 

As for his own reaction, Crosby said he just tried to soak in the moment. 

“I was just happy and excited,” Crosby said of the moment he saw the 
puck go in off a sharp-angle shot during a power play at 16:34 of the first 
period. His teammates left the bench and swarmed him. 

“It was a lot of fun to do it at home, and with all the guys coming on the 
ice like that. I’ll definitely always remember it.” 

That the goal came not only at home in front of fans — he played his 
1,000th career game and had a pregame celebration last season in front 
of empty seats at home because of COVID-19 restrictions — but also off 
an assist from fellow star center Evgeni Malkin and against the Penguins 
arch rival Flyers. That made it even more special. 

“You look back at different things over the last 16, 17 years, and that’s a 
memory that I’ll always hold pretty close — with ‘Geno’ assisting on it, 
home, against Philadelphia. … Everything that went into it, and to get the 
win. That changes the whole dynamic a little bit. All those things 
combined made for a special night.” 

Crosby grinned upon mentioning the part about getting the win. His goal 
gave the Penguins a 2-1 lead, but the Flyers scored three unanswered 
goals in the second to take a 4-2 lead. The Penguins had to scramble 
and got goals 22 seconds apart from Jake Guentzel and Chad Ruhwedel 
in the third to force overtime. Another franchise player, Kris Letang, 
scored in overtime. 

Crosby became the second active player (Washington’s Alex Ovechkin), 
second Penguins player (Hall of Famer Mario Lemieux) and 46th overall 
NHL player to reach 500. 

Asked how that ranks among his milestones in a Hall of Fame career in 
the making, Crosby said, “I don’t know. I mean, it’s hard to put into 
words. I think being able to be a part of some great teams over the years, 
play with some great players … it’s a cool number. You look at guys who 
have scored 500 goals, I think it’s just a privilege to be part of that 
company, and I appreciate the opportunity to play this long in the league. 
When you look at numbers like that, that’s kind of where my head tends 
to go.” 
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Letang Wins It; Penguins Grand Comeback, Crosby’s 500th Beat Flyers 
5-4 in OT 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

It looked like hope was fading. The Pittsburgh Penguins trailed 4-2 with 
just eight minutes remaining. Passes looked like bricks. Shots went wide. 
Yet the Pittsburgh Penguins (31-11-8) scored two goals in 18 seconds 
later in the third period. A historic, milestone 500th goal by Sidney 
Crosby goal that doubled as a power-play goal, another fourth-line goal, 
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and a game-tying goal by light-scoring defenseman Chad Ruhwedel 
propelled the Penguins. 

Kris Letang (6) finished a two-on-one in the first minute of overtime and 
the Penguins three-goal comeback was complete. A win for Crosby’s 
500th goal. 

The forlorn Flyers who have suffered through a sinking season snatched 
defeat from victory. The Penguins overcame their mistakes and beat the 
Philadelphia Flyers (15-25-8) 5-4  in OT at PPG Paints Arena. 

Jake Guentzel scored a power-play goal from the crease over seven 
minutes remaining to pull the Penguins within one, 4-3. Then, 22 
seconds later, defenseman Chad Ruhwedel was uncovered as he bolted 
toward the net. Danton Heinen’s pass connected and Ruhwedel (1) 
buried the chance. Tie game, 4-4. 

Penguins backup goalie Casey DeSmith wasn’t sharp. He stopped 23 of 
27 shots in regulation and allowed a couple of stoppable tallies. Flyers 
goalie Carter Hart 

It took a few games and a few close calls, but Penguins captain Sidney 
Crosby finally netted his 500th career goal. It was a power-play tally at 
16:34 of the first period. 

Later in the first period, Flyers defenseman Justin Braun cross-checked 
Jake Guentzel to the ice. Crosby retaliated, to a lesser timber, and Braun 
was the only player penalized. The Penguins power play was like old 
times. 

Crosby (14, 500) snapped a shot off Philadelphia Flyers goalie Carter 
Hart. Fittingly, Evgeni Malkin was the only assist. The Penguins led 2-1, 
but they squandered the lead in the second period. 

Philadelphia scored first, later in the first period. Both Jeff Carter and 
Chad Ruhwedel pinched at the wrong moments and Claude Giroux (16) 
buried the two-on-one over DeSmith. 

Philadelphia tied the game in the first minute of the second period. Flyers 
center Scott Laughton (10) slipped Jake Guentzel in the slot and was 
open to rip a top-shelf wrister over DeSmith. 

Midway through the second period, the Philadelphia Flyers claimed 
another lead. From the top of the zone, Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler 
(1) unleashed a heavy shot that whizzed past DeSmith, who was deep in 
the crease. 

The Penguins outshot Philadelphia 18-13 in the second period, but 
Philadelphia scored all three goals. The third was another calamity of 
errors after Laughton skated past Penguins defenseman Marcus 
Pettersson for a quick breakaway. DeSmith made the initial save, but the 
scrambled Penguins didn’t find the loose puck. 

Flyers defenseman Justin Braun (4) missed the net from the point, but it 
thumped Pettersson in the chest and dropped into the net. The Flyers led 
4-2 after two periods on a historic night. 

The Penguins fourth line not only accounted for a goal but center Brian 
Boyle led all players with five shots on goal in regulation. 
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SIDNEY CROSBY SCORES #500! 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

His first goal was Oct. 8, 2005. Sidney Crosby scored his first NHL goal 
in his third NHL game. He lit the lamp at the now-distant memory Civic 
Arena, across the street from PPG Paints Arena. Big things were 

expected, but many players have carried big promises only to fizzle or 
never reach greatness. And 16 years later, the Pittsburgh Penguins 
captain is just the second active player and 46th in NHL history to record 
his 500th goal. 

Crosby, 34, reached greatness and maintained it into his mid-30s. Three 
Stanley Cups. Leading a franchise from the shadow of Mario Lemieux 
into the Crosby-Malkin era, which is 16-years and counting. 

Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena, Crosby scored the 50th goal of his 
career against the Philadelphia Flyers in the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 50th 
game of the season. Crosby kind of owns the Flyers after being bloodied 
in his first game ever against the Flyers in his rookie year. Flyers 
defenseman Darien Hatcher high-stocked Crosby, and despite the blood, 
there was no penalty. 

Crosby returned to the game and scored his first OT game-winner. He’s 
dominated the Philadelphia Flyers ever since. 

If you don’t think numerology and a bit of superstition aren’t part of 
Sidney Crosby, you just haven’t been paying attention. He wears No. 87 
because his birthday is Aug. 7, 1987. As one of many superstitions, 
Crosby ties his skates at the same time in every warmup after working on 
his puckhandling skills on a nearby sponsor logo. 

Also, if it means anything, former Penguins great Jaromir Jagr turned 50 
on Tuesday, too. 

There have been 499 goals since that initial tally against Boston. 
Thursday night, Crosby scored his 14th goal of the season and the 500th 
of his career later in the first period when his one-timer from the right-
wing circle glanced off Philadelphia goalie Carter Hart and into the net. 

Update: The Pittsburgh Penguins rallied from a 4-2 third period deficit to 
beat the Philadelphia Flyers, 5-4 in OT. 
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Crosby Quest for 500, Game 50: Penguins Lines, Notes & How to Watch 
vs. Flyers 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins (30-11-8) have won three in a row and are 
rebuilding their game after a few tiring weeks of sloppy hockey leading 
into the NHL All-Star Game. Sidney Crosby remains at 499 career goals, 
and there seems no better place than PPG Paints Arena and no better 
opponent than the Philadelphia Flyers to get No. 500. 

Perhaps the numerology of goal 500 in game 50 will spur Crosby. 

The Flyers (15-25-8) have gone sideways, then south this season. What 
started as a promise to restore the team to playoff viability has become a 
natural disaster on Broad Street. They fired their coach, hired Mike Yeo 
as the interim, and the free-fall has continued. NHL trade rumors are 
swirling around Claude Giroux. 

Adrian Dater of Colorado Hockey Now cited sources confirming Giroux 
specified the Colorado Avalanche as his preferred destination. 

Even our colleague, Sam Carchidi of Philly Hockey Now, agrees that 
seeing Crosby score goal 500 against the Flyers would be fitting. Crosby 
will be the second active player (Alex Ovechkin) and the 46th player in 
NHL history to record 500 career regular-season goals. He would also 
join Mario Lemieux (690) as the only players in Penguins history to score 
500 goals. 
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The Penguins’ second line is a different matter. While the Crosby line has 
been involved in about 40% of the team’s offense, Evgeni Malkin is 
rounding into form. Howethey’renger Kasperi Kapanen is struggling, and 
things are intensifying. 

The game marks the first home game for the Penguins since the All-Star 
break and a chance to win their fourth in a row against a hated rival, who 
will likely forget they’re headed for a lottery pick. 

The Penguins starting goalie will be Casey DeSmith, likely against Carter 
Hart. After a pair of solid starts, including a shutout last Thursday over 
Ottawa, DeSmith raised his save percentage to .901 and lowered his 
GAA to 3.03. Hart has been shelled to a .911 save percentage and 2.89 
GAA. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines: 

LW C RW 

Jake Guentzel Sidney Crosby Bryan Rust 

Brock McGinn Evgeni Malkin Kasperi Kapanen 

Danton Heinen Jeff Carter Evan Rodrigues 

Zach Aston-Reese Brian Boyle Dominik Simon 

LD RD 

Brian Dumoulin Kris Letang 

Marcus Pettersson John Marino 

Mike Matheson Chad Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

Tristan Jarry 

Casey DeSmith 

Expected Philadelphia Flyers Lines, Per PhillyHockeyNow.com: 

Line: Giroux centering Oskar Lindblom and Cam Atkinson. 

Line 2: Scott Laughton centering James van Riemsdyk and Travis 
Konecny. 

Line 3: Morgan Frost centering Max Willman and Gerry Mayhew. 

Line 4: Connor Bunnaman centering Isaac Ratcliffe and Zack MacEwen. 

Defense: Ivan Provorov and Justin Braun; Travis Sanheim and Nick 
Seeler; Keith Yandle and Kevin Connauton. 

Goalie:  Carter Hart 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes 

*In 78 career games, Crosby has 49 goals, 68 assists, and 117 points. 

INJURIES: F Drew O’Connor, upper-body (12 consecutive, 15 total) F 
Jason Zucker, lower-body (11 consecutive, 18 total) G Louis Domingue, 
lower-body (11 consecutive, 11 total) F Teddy Blueger, upper-body (8 
consecutive, 9 total) 2021-22 Total Regular-Season Man-Games Lost: 
182 

*Jake Guentzel has 22 points (8-14-22) in 21 career regular-season 
games against the Flyers. Guentzel has 35 points (14-21-35) in 27 
games if you include postseason games. 

*Guentzel has a six-game point streak (3-7-10). It is the third-longest 
active streak in the NHL. 

*Since Jan. 15, no NHL player has more points than Sidney Crosby, who 
has 20 points (8-12-20) in 13 games. 

*Bryan Rust has a five-game goal and point streak (7-2-9). His five-game 
goal streak is a career-high. 

How to WATCH: 

TV: AT&T Sportsnet; Radio: 105.9 The X 
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The Athletic / The USA Hockey rule change that’s forcing youth players 
to think, not ice 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Feb 15, 2022  

  

Eight minutes into a telephone conversation about rule changes in minor 
hockey, Ken Martel, technical director of USA Hockey’s development 
program, was clapping his hands. His percussion created a beat that 
highlighted each word of a favourite youth team chant. 

“Tight turn!” 

“Make a play!” 

“Never throw the puck away!” 

Beginning this season, no youth team registered in USA Hockey is 
allowed to ice the puck while short-handed. If the short-handed team 
does ice the puck, play is whistled dead and the puck is brought back 
into the defensive zone for a faceoff, just as it would in an even-strength 
situation. 

The idea is to force young players to make quick decisions under 
pressure, rather than blindly throw it down the ice as a voluntary 
turnover. It also nudges the youth game another degree from the sport as 
it is seen at the NHL level, with administrators trying to shift the emphasis 
to development from some of the traditional markers of performance. 

As Martel said: “Why does the rulebook for kids hockey have to be the 
same as it is for the NHL?” 

No similar approach to icing has been mandated in Canadian minor 
hockey, where parents and leagues mounted fierce resistance to 
changes around the size of the playing surface five years ago. (The 
change, by that point, had already been mandated in the U.S.) 

“I feel bad for Hockey Canada in that the traditions of the game are so 
rooted in every single little town,” said Martel. “We have a little of that, but 
nowhere near what (Canada) would have.” 

USA Hockey first adjusted the icing rule in 2017, instituting the short-
handed whistles for players aged 14 and under. The rule was broadened 
out to include all players this year — with the exception of high school 
hockey, junior hockey and sanctioned adult leagues. 

“For us, it’s strictly a development issue,” said Martel. “You used to watch 
a lot of youth games, and it was ping pong. It was tennis: You throw the 
puck in, you throw it out — throw it in, throw it out.” 

In the U.S., as now in Canada, the youngest children begin sanctioned 
minor hockey on smaller sections of the ice, playing cross-ice games 
(from sideboard-to-sideboard) before moving to half-ice. They graduate 
to full ice games around the nine-, and 10-year-old level, which is when 
concepts such as icing and offsides are introduced. 

Without the easy solution of icing the puck in a short-handed situation, 
Martel said players learn how to keep their head up and look for 
teammates. A defenceman can look for their playing partner, or chip the 
puck out of the zone to a teammate. 

Icing remains a viable strategy if players have been hemmed in their 
zone for a long time, said Martel, because teams are still allowed to 
change personnel after the whistle. 

“You’re looking at changing the decisions that they’re incentivized to 
make,” he said. “So if you want players to play more intelligently, do you 
have rules in place that actually allow them to dumb the game down a 
little bit?” 
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Hockey Canada made a major change to its youth rule book in 2017 
when it required every association to adopt modified ice. Many 
jurisdictions had already embraced the idea, but the mandate sparked 
loud protest from families, especially in Toronto, where parents wanted 
children to remain in full-ice games. 

Studies showed children touched the puck more often in cross-ice 
games, and that they also spent more time on the ice, rather than waiting 
on the bench for their shift. Still, parents protested. Some threatened 
legal action. Others threatened to remove children from sanctioned 
programming — pulling them from under the Hockey Canada umbrella. 

Corey McNabb is manager of player development for Hockey Canada, 
and he was among the voices of reason used to educate parents about 
the changes. All of Hockey Canada’s 13 member branches are part of 
the discussion around rules — it is a democratic process — and McNabb 
said he could not recall any recent proposals involving the icing rules. 

“There’s definitely some merit to it, as far as, if you are on the penalty kill, 
you can’t just give up the puck and dump it down the ice with no 
purpose,” he said. “I could see it would be encouraging players to try and 
make a play.” 

He said he could also see some potential drawbacks. In regions where 
an ice rental is only 50 minutes long — with the extra 10 minutes set 
aside for ice resurfacing — he wondered whether extra whistles would 
push games beyond their allotted time. 

“It really comes down to coach education on, what are we teaching kids 
at this age, anyway?” McNabb said. “Is it just to desperately get the puck 
and try and shoot it as hard as you can around the boards or off the glass 
or down the ice? Or is it trying to make a play?” 

According to an NHL spokesperson, the big league introduced rules 
around icing leading into the 1937-38 season, giving short-handed teams 
the freedom to relieve pressure in their own zone by firing a puck down 
the ice without the consequence of a whistle. 

Dave Caruso is a former American Hockey League goaltender who 
coaches two programs — under-18 and under-16 — in Columbus, Ohio. 
He said players grumbled when the short-handed icing rules came into 
effect this season, but only for a couple of games. 

By then, he said, they were used to it. 

The changes are also reflected in the way he designs drills in practice. 
Traditionally, when the team has a drill or an activity, the play is blown 
dead when the defensive players clear the zone: “Offence loses, defence 
wins.” 

Now, Caruso said, he will design the drill to make defensive players work 
the puck out of an area with purpose. Maybe they will have to skate with 
the puck to the top of a circle, he said, or to the blue line, just to get into 
the habit of keeping their head up and looking to make a play. 

“They’re thinking about transition, now they’re getting up the ice,” said 
Caruso. “It really holds them accountable in those situations.” 

Cheryl Pounder was a defenceman who won gold with Canada at the 
2002 and 2006 Olympics, and is now working as an analyst with TSN. 
She is also a youth coach in the Greater Toronto Area, as well as a 
hockey parent. 

As Ontario eased pandemic restrictions in January, allowing children 
back into hockey rinks across the province, Pounder said her husband 
took their daughter to practice. He reported back: She was moving the 
puck so much better, and her decision-making was stronger. 

“It’s like she’s turned a page,” he told his wife. 

Their conclusion? During the shutdown, their daughter had spent plenty 
of time on outdoor rinks, in a setting where nobody is guaranteed to pass 
the puck, meaning that, as with the USA Hockey rule around icing, 
emphasis was placed back on puck possession. 

“If you want to touch the puck, first you’ve got to get it,” said Pounder. 
“Someone’s got to take it. You’ve got to figure it out.” 

As she thought about it, Pounder said she was intrigued by the USA 
Hockey icing rule: “It forces them to have to make moves, as opposed to 
just skating.” 

Martel, whose title is technical director, American Development Model 
with USA Hockey, said the number of whistles in a game depends on the 
coaches working behind the bench. If the teams involved have coaches 
who embrace the rule, he said there can be as few as one or two extra 
whistles per game. 

The goal is to develop players who can think quickly and make smart 
decisions, he said, noting the governing body maintains regular contact 
with colleagues in Europe to discuss new and emerging trends in youth 
development. (Sunaya Sapurji documented many of those strategies for 
The Athletic, in her 2017 series “Grassroots to Gold.”) 

“Even the National Hockey League’s changed over time,” said Martel. 
“People think the rules are written in stone in our sport. And there’s all 
kinds of evolution in what happens.” 
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The Athletic / Evander Kane bankruptcy trustee wants to sue firm that 
arranged his loans 

 

By Daniel Kaplan  

Feb 15, 2022  

  

The trustee overseeing the Evander Kane Chapter 7 bankruptcy wants to 
sue Sure Sports, which arranges and underwrites typically high-interest 
rate loans to athletes. Sure Sports arranged the bulk of the underwater 
loans to the embattled NHL winger. 

Based in Hollywood, Fla., Sure Sports has arranged and underwritten 
likely hundreds of millions of dollars of loans to professional athletes 
since its inception in 2009. Disputes between Sure Sports and athletes 
usually go to private arbitration per the terms of the loans, so the 
trustee’s planned lawsuit could trigger transparency in this ultra-private 
corner of the sports world. 

Sure Sports over 10 months crossing between 2018 and 2019 arranged 
nearly $14 million in loans to Kane, according to court filings. Kane in 
early 2021 filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, declaring $26.8 million in 
liabilities and unleashing an ongoing vitriolic process between creditors 
and the hockey star who recently signed with the Edmonton Oilers. Sure 
Sports itself filed as a creditor, seeking nearly $1.2 million it alleged Kane 
owed in fees. 

But in a filing on behalf of Kane’s estate, the trustee’s lawyer, Gregg 
Kleiner, wrote not only would he seek to invalidate its claim, but preclude 
Sure Sports from seeking: further payments. the return of money paid, to 
ask for damages and attorneys’ fees and court costs incurred in the 
prosecution. 

The trustee is asking the court for permission to hire an outside firm, 
which would be paid on contingency, earning 45 percent of any damages 
against Sure Sports. Kane himself would get 10 percent of any recovery 
for the cooperation he has promised, and give the estate $15,000 to start 
paying the lawyer. Kane would get the $15,000 back if there is a ruling 
against Sure Sports. 

The core of the trustee’s claim is Sure Sports essentially is a sports 
agent and violated California’s Miller-Ayala Athlete’ Agent Act (MAAA). 
Kane played for the San Jose Sharks at the time he borrowed the 
money. 

“Based on its activities in recruiting or soliciting the Debtor (Kane) to 
enter into various loan agreements with lenders Sure Sports appears to 
be an ‘athlete agent’ as defined by the MAAA,” George Chikovani, the 
lawyer the trustee wishes to retain, wrote in a court filing. “The MAAA 
requires any individual or company that is an ‘athlete agent’ as defined in 
the Act to take various actions, including to file certain information with 
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the California Secretary of State … I am informed and believe that Sure 
Sports has not complied with any of the foregoing requirements.” 

So the trustee does not want to sue because Sure Sports arranged 
multiple loans for Kane that he did not repay (the loans refinanced 
existing high-interest loans) and then sought fees that exceed $1 million, 
which appears legal. The trustee instead wants to classify Sure Sports as 
an agent and invalidate its fees on that basis. 

The MAAA, a quarter-century old state law, describes an agent as “any 
person who, directly or indirectly, recruits or solicits an athlete to: enter 
into any agent contract, endorsement contract, financial services 
contract.” So if Sure Sports is an agent under this definition and did not 
file as such in California, the court may rip up the contract between Kane 
and the firm. 

Darren Heitner, a lawyer for Sure Sports, wrote in an email, “We will 
review internally and respond at the appropriate time.” 

While rare, Sure Sports disputes have occasionally dripped into court. 
The firm sued Philadelphia Eagle Jason Peters in 2018 for $180,000 over 
a loan he took out with a third party during a period he allegedly had 
contracted to only borrow through Sure Sports Lending (SSL). 

“In yet another example of a shakedown of a professional athlete by a 
business engaged in questionable money lending practices, SSL’s entire 
case against Peters is predicated upon an illegal and unenforceable Fee 
Agreement, pursuant to which SSL acted as a loan broker for Peters and 
assessed him an ‘advance fee’ that SSL seeks to collect in this action,” 
the offensive lineman responded in court papers at the time. The parties 
settled in 2019. 

Sure Sports also arranged the loans on which Adrian Peterson defaulted. 
The lender, DeAngelo Vehicle Service, sued and won a judgment for 
$8.3 million. Sure Sports was not a party to the lawsuit. 

Sure Sports is also suing soccer player Kemar M. Lawrence of Toronto 
FC for $117,614 plus interest and costs over a loan that the firm 
purchased from another lender. 

Kane in a court filing last year accused the loan firm and its founder, 
Leon McKenzie, of double-dealing. “I believed at the time that Sure 
Sports/McKenzie were acting as a broker on my behalf and acting in my 
best interests … I later learned that at the same time as I was paying 
fees to Sure Sports for arranging various loans, the lenders were 
separately paying Sure Sports a fee for directing the loans their way. In 
fact, I am informed and believe, that after some of the loans went into 
default, Sure Sports and Mr. McKenzie provided advice to the lenders on 
how to collect on the loans, including recommending California counsel 
and suggested that all the lenders agree on a global approach to 
collecting, including contacting the Sharks and garnishing my wages. 
Sure Sports’ conduct forms the basis of a cross-claim I filed against it in 
litigation pending in Miami, Florida.” 

McKenzie did not reply then for a response. 

The litigation referred to are the competing claims the sides have in 
arbitration. According to a copy of Sure Sports’ complaint, which was 
attached to its credit filing, it arranged a $4.25 million loan for Kane with 
Zions Bancorp, a $1.5 million loan with Professional Bank, and an $8 
million loan with Centennial Bank. The claim also seeks a fee from a 
$600,000 loan Kane borrowed from South River Capital, arguing he was 
obligated to borrow through Sure Sports, mirroring the Peters dispute. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Now or never': Oilers display sense of urgency under 
unbeaten Woodcroft 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

February 16, 2022, 2:53 AM 

 

It’s a long climb up the standings, especially considering the 
impediments, and the baggage they were packing. 

A fired coach. A power play that had disappeared. A penalty kill that was 
killing you. Goaltending that… Well, you know the story there. 

But slowly, and maybe even surely, here come the Edmonton Oilers. 
Suddenly in third place in the Pacific, 5-0-1 in their last six road games 
and 7-2-1 in their past 10. 

And more importantly than any of that, the Oilers are winning the games 
they have never been very adept at: Hard, competitive, tied 1-1 eight 
minutes into the third period. The kind of games you have to gut out. 
Where patience is required, and responsible defensive play happens for 
more than just six- and seven-minute spurts. 

The Oilers scored four times in the third period Tuesday (twice into an 
empty net), beating the Los Angeles Kings 5-2 to sweep road games on 
consecutive nights in California. They’re now 3-0 under new coach Jay 
Woodcroft, and playing a style of hockey that we simply have not seen 
enough of in these parts. 

“The players gotta want it. You gotta want the game,” said goalie Mike 
Smith, who made a series of fantastic saves to preserve a 3-2 game, 
before Zach Hyman and Evander Kane scored empty-netters. “The 
details in the game matter so much, and that comes down to the players 
(being) willing to do what it takes. To play a whole 60, block shots and 
win battles. 

“Those little things in games mean so much in the grand scheme of 
things,” gushed the veteran goaler. “Woody has come in and upped the 
detail level with our players. And the players have bought in and decided 
that it’s now or never.” 

Now or never. 

It’s a big-picture look at where this Oilers team finds itself, on the heels of 
yet another fired coach, with a loose culture that did not give its old coach 
a one-goal game (or less) defensively in Dave Tippett’s final 28 games. 

Todd McLellan asked for this level of defensive commitment, and when 
he didn’t get it he was fired. Ken Hitchcock demanded it, didn’t get it, and 
did not last. Tippett was up next, and his roster refused. 

So maybe, just maybe, the Oilers get it now. Perhaps the necessary 
commitment was inside them all this time, the players just needed 
someone to hold the mirror up the right way. 

In L.A., the Oilers played a tight, responsible game in which they were 
willing to go to the wire waiting for their chance to score. They didn’t 
gamble and give up an easy one, and in fact, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Kailer Yamamoto both notched hard-working goals that provided the two 
points that pushed the Oilers into third place in the Pacific. 

“It’s a certain style, a demanding style, and I’m very happy that the team 
is seeing results,” said Woodcroft. “That’s good team character when we 
didn’t score the first goal of the game and nobody hung their heads. We 
found a way to claw back. And there wasn't a lot of real estate out there. 
So you had to fight for all your space.” 

On the night they celebrated Drew Doughty’s 1,000th game, Smith let in 
a softy to open the affair, but was excellent the rest of the way. Connor 
McDavid had a two point night with a hard, net-front goal, and went 64 
per cent in the circle. Meanwhile, Darnell Nurse was plus-3. 

But it was Nugent Hopkins, whose return to form garnered much 
attention, scoring on a wrist shot to break open a 1-1- game in the final 
period, and generally playing a solid all-around game that had everyone 
else following. The Oilers are 7-2-1 since his return from a knee injury. 

“I don’t think Nugget gets enough credit for what he brings to this team, 
this organization,” said Smith. “He’s just such a great leader, on and off 
the ice. He’s such a great character. As a player, he’s a glue guy. He's a 
guy that can play up and down the lineup, kills penalties, plays on the 
power play… So when you're missing a guy like that for an extended 
period of time, you know, those guys are hard to replace.” 
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Edmonton comes home to face Anaheim on Thursday, hoping to go 3-0 
vs. the Pacific since Woodcroft’s arrival. They’re rolling now, and it may 
be just that legendary bump that a coaching change provides. 

But so far, they’re beating mediocre teams with a strong defensive game. 

Will it last when the competition gets tougher next week? Well, we’ll learn 
a few things when they travel to Tampa, Florida and Raleigh. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Sizing up the NHL market after Tyler Toffoli 
trade 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

February 15, 2022, 6:37 PM 

 

Jaromir Jagr turned 50 today. He’s going to be in the Hall of Fame. Not 
exactly a bold prediction, a total slam dunk. 

Fun conversation: Should he be there now? 

Jagr’s last NHL game was Dec, 31, 2017, playing 11:49 for Calgary in a 
4-3 overtime win over Chicago. Four weeks later, he was put on waivers 
at his request. Once cleared, he joined Kladno, where his professional 
career began in 1988-89. He bought the team from his father in 2011 and 
still plays for them. 

When Jagr returned, they were a level below the Czech Extraliga, the 
country’s best tier. He’s got them there now, where Kladno’s trying to 
avoid relegation. He’s been injured and missed nine of their 44 games, 
but there’s no question his presence, will and desire to make a difference 
is impactful. 

It’s meaningful to him and another amazing accomplishment in a career 
full of them. 

We’re taking about the Hockey Hall of Fame, not the NHL Hall of Fame. 
That matters. Jagr’s still going, not eligible for induction because he 
needs to be retired for three seasons. There’ve been exceptions, 10 
greats inducted without the mandatory waiting period: Dit Clapper, 
Maurice Richard, Ted Lindsay, Red Kelly, Terry Sawchuk, Jean Beliveau, 
Gordie Howe, Bobby Orr, Mario Lemieux and Wayne Gretzky. 

After Gretzky’s retirement and immediate induction, the Board of 
Directors eliminated the ability to waive that three-year wait. Every once 
in a while, the boundaries are tested. 

In June 2015, Chris Pronger was named to the Hall even though he was 
still under contract to the Arizona Coyotes for two more years. Due to 
injury, Pronger had not played a game since Nov. 19, 2011. And he 
never returned. 

“At times, there have been discussions (about unique cases),” Mike 
Gartner, chairman of the selection committee, said Tuesday. “That was 
one where we asked for clarification.” 

There are two recent post-induction careers. Guy Lafleur was inducted in 
1988, returning for 165 games from 1988-91; Mario Lemieux returning for 
170 from 2000-06 after being inducted in 1997. 

“What it comes down to is, do you want someone who is in the Hall of 
Fame playing hockey?” Gartner said, before indicating Jagr’s situation 
has at least been informally discussed. 

“What if you’re like an owner-slash-marketing-guy carrying sticks and still 
going? You’re not really retired. It falls into the same category. You 
haven’t stopped playing pro hockey.” 

Then, Gartner paused and laughed. 

“So when Jaromir decides to retire at 65, we’ll look at him when he’s 68." 

1. I really don’t like doing this, but it’s too juicy not to pursue. On a 
potential Marc-Andre Fleury/Vegas reunion, Golden Knights GM Kelly 
McCrimmon: “No truth to it.” 

2. One team to watch if and when Claude Giroux talks get serious: 
Florida. No guarantees, but it makes a lot of sense for everyone involved. 

3. Philadelphia deployed operatives to watch both the Avalanche and the 
AHL Colorado Eagles last week. That signals Philadelphia’s priority isn’t 
necessarily a first-round draft pick, but a prospect who is ready to 
compete at the NHL level. It fits with what GM Chuck Fletcher and 
Comcast Spectacor Chairman and CEO Dave Scott said last month: that 
the Flyers want to be right back in the thick of things next season. One 
player I could see Philly liking is not in either of those two places: 
defenceman Drew Helleson from NCAA Boston College, currently 
competing at the Olympics. He was taken 47th overall in 2019, a real 
nice pick by the Avalanche. 

4. Giroux, by the way, ranks second in the NHL in faceoff percentage 
among righties. Patrice Bergeron is first (63.3 per cent), then Giroux 
(60.5). That hasn’t gone unnoticed. This is, of course, if you remove Filip 
Forsberg’s 1.000 number for winning his only attempt of the season. 
(Forsberg should refuse to take any more.) 

5. The Tyler Toffoli trade/Ben Chiarot temporary injury got the trade 
juices flowing. On the Jeff Marek radio show, Calgary GM Brad Treliving 
said he’d tried to get the winger twice before: as a draft pick in 2010 
(Treliving was in Phoenix at the time) and when Los Angeles made him 
available, eventually sending him to Vancouver. 

At that draft, the Coyotes took Brandon Gormley 13th and Mark Visentin 
27th. They had another pick at 52, but the Kings took Toffoli five 
selections earlier. Giroux is the best offensive player available, but that 
option wasn’t available to the Flames. Toffoli fits them very nicely -- two 
years more on his deal, friendship with Milan Lucic, knowledge of Darryl 
Sutter. When you’ve got a good hand in poker, you can milk it or drive 
people out of the game. Calgary chose option B. They’re in it to win it, 
that’s what you do. 

6. As conversations intensified Sunday, there was a point where Calgary 
talked about both Toffoli and Chiarot. It seems likely the Canadiens can 
maximize return by trading them separately, but those discussions 
occurred. The injury shouldn’t scare anyone off, although it may 
accelerate things. Carolina, Florida, Los Angeles, St. Louis among the 
pursuers. 

7. Another reason Toffoli might be more valuable now? Is there any 
chance Dallas looks at Joe Pavelski, 38th in the NHL with 1.04 points per 
game, and says, “Why don’t we keep him?” 

8. Washington’s looking for forwards. They’re going to be eying at the 
Pacific Northwest. Several potential matches in Seattle and Vancouver. 

9. When it comes to Toronto, I still think the question is if they can clear 
cap room. They’re trying to move Nick Ritchie, since there’s no path back 
to the NHL for him barring injury or until the cap disappears in the 
playoffs. There is interest, but a buyout next season is only $300,000 
against the cap so the Maple Leafs are pointing out retaining anything 
more than that doesn’t make sense for them. Remember: they also made 
Justin Holl and Travis Dermott available early in the season. Can they 
create any flexibility? I’m not convinced yet Toronto does a big rental on 
defence. Maybe the best depth defender they can find for what they 
need. 

10. A couple people told me Chicago, at one point, indicated it was 
thinking of interviewing something like 20 people for the GM job. I don’t 
think that’s still the case, but it sounds like there’s at least one more 
interview this week. This is going to be interesting. There’s definitely a 
push for “non-traditional.” Ultimately will be interesting to see who makes 
the final call. 

11. I found Patrick Kane’s comments about the GM search to be pretty 
interesting. Asked by The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus if he wanted to have a 
voice with the new GM, Kane replied, “You know a lot about the league. 
So I think it’d be smart to lean on players, whether you’re asking about 
other guys in the league or guys on your team. It’s definitely something 
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that I feel management can lean on, and (I’d) be happy to give answers if 
they ask.” 

I don’t feel that players should have anything close to decision-making 
power, but I’ve never understood why a manager wouldn’t ask their best 
players or leaders for insight. When St. Louis won the Stanley Cup in 
2019, one of the things they talked about as being important to their 
organization was having people in the front office like Al MacInnis, who 
would ask, “How is this going to play out in our room?” GM Doug 
Armstrong wouldn’t make his decisions based on that, but he sure made 
it part of the process. 

Recent changes in Montreal and Vancouver were made with some eye 
on, “How can we make our atmosphere better?” In Anaheim, GM search 
committee members Paul Kariya and Scott Niedermayer definitely 
brought a players’ perspective to the conversation. Pat Verbeek’s put in 
the work for a long time and deserves the opportunity, but, at heart, he’ll 
always be a player. This is not for everyone; Mats Sundin would always 
get really angry if you intoned that he went to management about moves 
or linemates -- but Kane would like to be involved on some level. He 
stood up for Dylan Strome, who was on the trade block earlier this 
season. The thing that’s particularly interesting about Kane is he’s 16 
months from unrestricted free agency, and the Blackhawks have been 
asked if they would ever consider trading him. So, part of me watches 
this and wonders if in any way how this plays out foretells his future in 
Chicago. 

12. Tomas Hertl made it pretty clear to San Jose: he wants term. He’s 
going to find out this week or next how the Sharks feel about it. 

13. Looming over San Jose’s cap situation is Evander Kane’s appeal. 
Doesn’t sound like that will be heard before the trade deadline. I’ve been 
told by several people it shouldn’t affect Hertl talks, but this isn’t expected 
to be settled by March 21. 

14. Some other names to WATCH: We’ve focused a lot on Nick Paul in 
Ottawa, shouldn’t forget Zach Sanford, too. Definitely feelers for what the 
Senators are thinking. 

15. I’ve always liked Johan Larsson. He’s never played an NHL playoff 
game in Buffalo or Arizona, but think his approach would translate well. 
He won’t be back until after the deadline due to sports hernia surgery, but 
have heard his name out there. Arbitration-eligible Christian Fischer too. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

16. When Florida signed OHL Barrie’s Mack Guzda as a free-agent, it led 
to some speculation about Spencer Knight’s future. I don’t think those 
two moves correlate. Guzda needs time, he’s a couple of years from NHL 
readiness. If Knight was to be in some blockbuster, it wouldn’t be 
because of this acquisition. 

17. I think there was at least one other team considering Edmonton’s 
Dave Manson as an NHL assistant before he was promoted from AHL 
Bakersfield with Jay Woodcroft. 

18. In the short term under Woodcroft, very noticeable how much more 
the Oilers are trying to aggressively defend their blue line. 

19. Nikita Soshnikov, who played 87 NHL games for Toronto and St. 
Louis from 2015-2019, would like to return to the NHL next season. He’s 
playing for Avangard Omsk in the KHL. Playoffs start in that league right 
after the Olympics. 

20. New lease on life in Florida for Sam Reinhart. Point-a-game player, 
44 in 44. He now has 339 career points, 221 behind father Paul — who 
played 648 games for Atlanta (Flames, not Thrashers), Calgary and 
Vancouver. When he catches Paul, how soon does he brag about it to 
his dad? “The moment it happens,” he laughed. “I’ve thought about it. 
The moment it happens.” 

Reinhart says he has “no hard feelings the way everything turned out” 
with Buffalo. He had some control over his future, getting closer to 
unrestricted free agency at the time of the trade, but the Sabres could 
have sent him anywhere. He’s clearly glad the Panthers were the 
destination, returning from break this week with tasty morsels in Carolina 
and Minnesota. As he reaches 500 NHL games, the first playoff action of 

his career awaits. How much does everyone in that room hate the 
Lightning? “Quite a bit, I feel like every team should hate the Lightning” 
with all the success they’ve had. 

21. Reinhart won gold with Team Canada at the 2016 World 
Championships in Russia. As he went through security for the flight 
home, his wallet and passport disappeared. “It’s a mystery to this day,” 
he said, thanking Scott Salmond, Hockey Canada’s Vice-President of 
Hockey Operations and then-manager of Hockey Operations Bayne 
Pettinger (now a player agent) for getting him home. “The amount of 
strings they pulled and the amount of hair they lost getting me out of 
there safely and relatively quickly was pretty impressive.” It was done in 
15 hours, and could have been a lot worse. So there might be someone 
out there pretending to be Sam Reinhart? “They could be anywhere 
really. I hear those Western passports are a pretty hot commodity on the 
black market.” 

22. One of the subjects we discussed with Reinhart was pre-draft 
interviews. He remembered the Islanders having three or four people in 
the room, while others had 15-20, “try to intimidate you, see how you 
handle the situation.” I brought up one team that used to ask if a player 
preferred to be Batman or Robin, and wondered what type of response 
could honestly be expected. “All I’ll say about it is that the kid who 
chooses Robin in that situation, I want to know how he got to that 
conclusion,” he laughed. Have to agree. 

23. Fifty per cent capacity in Toronto for Sidney Crosby and the Penguins 
on Thursday, (Or is it Brian Burke and the Penguins? Sometimes I 
forget.) Selfishly, I’d like Crosby to wait to score number 500 until 
Thursday. Why I don’t like my odds: Tuesday’s game is at home and you 
know he’d love to do it for those fans, plus he hates the Flyers like any 
good Penguin should. One former teammate said that when then-
Philadelphia coach Peter Laviolette proclaimed Giroux “the best player in 
the world,” Crosby “went absolutely snakey.” It wasn’t about Crosby’s 
ego, it was that the Penguins lost to the Flyers in that series during a 
tough point in Crosby’s career. The player joked that at that point, he 
thought Pittsburgh would never lose to Philadelphia again. 

24. Weird total outlier stat: Connor Hellebuyck on the second-half of 
back-to-backs (where he played the first game) has allowed six goals on 
110 shots. Winnipeg has five of a possible six points in them, and he’s 
outperformed the previous day’s totals. 

25. One coach read last week’s notes about Pavel Zacha no longer 
taking as many face-offs and made a comparison to Sam Bennett 
moving from Calgary to Florida. Bennett’s draws taken dropped in 
Calgary from a high of 811 in his second season, they’re on the way back 
up in Florida. It comes down to what others plan for you, sometimes. 

26. Really want to see Devon Levi at the Olympics. Matt Tomkins 
grabbed the goal heading into the quarterfinals and earned it. Was 
hoping to see Levi on this stage. 

27. One Canadian junior free agent to WATCH: OHL Hamilton’s Nathan 
Staios. Got the good bloodlines (father Steve played 1,001 NHL games), 
but having a strong overage year for the Bulldogs. He’s been a 
controlled-exit and -entry machine. 

28. Won’t turn out this way, but, at one point, there was an idea to make 
the seating capacity at Arizona State’s new hockey arena 4,242 — in 
honour of the late Pat Tillman. Tillman wore that number when he played 
for the Sun Devils. Totally understand why some things can’t work out 
certain ways, but was a unique thought. 

29. Busy couple of days for the NHL and NHLPA. Brad Marchand appeal 
on Wednesday, World Cup meeting on Thursday. Marchand’s first 
appeal is with Commissioner Gary Bettman. If he doesn’t like that result, 
he can go to an independent arbitrator. Bettman has decreased 
suspensions on three occasions: Jason Spezza from six to four earlier 
this season; Raffi Torres from 25 to 21 in 2012; and Daniel Carcillo from 
10 to six in 2014. He also has the right, if he so chooses, to increase a 
suspension, but I can’t find an example of him doing that. There were 
rumours he would have done so with Matt Cooke’s 2014 playoffs kneeing 
suspension, but the winger did not appeal. 

30. What a night Wednesday will be. Grudge match of 
Minnesota/Winnipeg; two of the NHL’s best teams, Florida/Carolina; 
Toffoli's second game with the Flames against Anaheim; Jack Eichel 
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returns for Colorado/Vegas — which isn’t even close to being the biggest 
rivalry of the night. That’s Canada/USA for the women’s Olympic Gold 
Medal. Don’t call, don’t text, don’t even bother. My house could be the 
epicentre of an earthquake and I won’t notice. Or care. 

31. On Eichel: I’m excited for this, but I’m also a bit nervous. A couple of 
weeks ago, someone called me to stand up for Buffalo’s doctors. 
Obviously, I felt strongly that Eichel deserved to have the treatment he 
wanted, and we interviewed his surgeon to make the case on our 
podcast. Some people thought we were biased on his behalf, others 
didn’t. That’s life, but it’s how I stood. 

The person who reached out said Buffalo’s doctors were just never 100 
per cent that the disc replacement could hold up to surgery, and they 
shouldn’t be blamed for not approving something they weren’t 
comfortable with — which is fair. Eichel, I understand, became incredibly 
frustrated because he was led to believe there would be approval, which 
never came. (There was also the intense heat between team and player.) 
Whatever you believe, we know we’re heading into unchartered territory 
with the disc replacement. I’m really rooting for it to work. For his health 
(and Tyler Johnson’s, who underwent the same procedure). If this can 
become a better option than a spinal fusion, it’s a good thing. 

32. Thank you to “Jeff Marek radio show with Jeff Marek” producer Matt 
Marchese for forwarding Marek’s Bingo Card: 
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