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On national TV, Hurricanes and Panthers offer a preview of what could be a postseason to 
come 

By Luke DeCock 

When the national television schedule came out before the 
season, the Carolina Hurricanes got the usual cold shoulder, 
even from the NHL’s new partners. ABC and ESPN each 
grabbed one game in March, and TNT passed entirely. 

There’s nothing new about that for the Hurricanes, of course, 
and it’s the kind of thing fans complain about — disrespect! 
— even though they just end up complaining about all the 
things the national announcers get wrong about the team 
and franchise and players and Triangle and so on anyway. 

So it was both a mild shock and genuine tribute that, when 
the NHL started rescheduling games during the erstwhile 
Olympic break, TNT added Wednesday night’s game 
between the Hurricanes and Florida Panthers — who might 
be two of the best teams in the league but were all but 
ignored by NBC in the old TV deal. 

The Peacock would never: Two Southeast Division teams? 
Ha. Surely the Flyers or Blackhawks were available, even if 
they were so far below .500 they couldn’t see a playoff spot. 

By the time it was over, TNT had to feel pretty good about its 
first trip to Raleigh, even if the Hurricanes did not. 

All the network got was the most watchable and entertaining 
game of the season, a heavyweight battle between two legit 
Stanley Cup contenders, full of dazzling individual play and 
bad blood that came just short of actual blood and featured 
two goals in the final 65 seconds — but neither by the 
Hurricanes, who led with 49 seconds left only to lose 3-2 in 
overtime. 

It felt like April right from the start. Or maybe even May. 

This one night made up for all the execrable games between 
the Hurricanes and Panthers back in the old Southleast 
days, two nothing teams going nowhere, each neutral-zone 
trapping their way through the season. These two teams are 
clearly going somewhere, and they may have to get past 
each other to get there. 

“I wouldn’t doubt it,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 
“We were definitely feeling the atmosphere. It was a big-time 
game, two good teams battling it out. That first period was 
very quick. It was a grind. Those are the games you love to 
play in. it’s too bad we’re on the wrong end of it but we’ll find 
a way to create a better game next time.” 

If so, bring it on. 

This was lit from the start, with the Panthers taking runs at 
Andrei Svechnikov and Svechnikov responding in kind, 
shaking off a cheap shot by Owen Tippett to run Sam 
Bennett head-first into the wall in front of the Florida bench. 
Then Patric Hornqvist tried to send Svechnikov into the 
Hurricanes’ open bench door, earning the Hurricanes two full 
minutes of two-man advantage. 

The Hurricanes failed to score five-on-three — always a 
cardinal sin, but especially so with 120 seconds of it — but 
Teuvo Teravainen caught Sergei Bobrovsky napping with a 
tight-angle shot at the end of the first period. Bobrovsky’s 
usually good for one clanger a game, and that was it. 

Later, Mason Marchment — whose father changed the 
course of Shane Willis’ career with a predatory elbow to the 
head — caught Vincent Trocheck with head down across the 
middle and sent Trocheck spinning one direction and his 
helmet another. Trocheck picked up the penalty, for 
continuing to play without his helmet. 

The Panthers finally answered in the second with a stunning 
bit of individual skill from Aleksander Barkov, who dragged 
the puck behind his back to turnstile poor Brady Skjei before 
flipping a backhand through Frederik Andersen’s legs. A 
contender for goal of the season, pure filth that set the stage 
for a third-period showdown that started with a Tony 
DeAngelo goal and ended with Andersen holding off a 
relentless Florida barrage until 49 seconds were left and the 
Panthers scored with their net empty. 

It took only 16 seconds of overtime for Aaron Ekblad to 
sneak behind Teravainen and secure the bonus point. 

“Clearly we’ve got to keep playing,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We can’t try to hang on. It never works. 
That’s not our style anyway.” 

Regardless of the result, it’s not hard to imagine these teams 
seeing each other again down the road. That may even be 
what DeAngelo and Radko Gudas were discussing when 
they were yelling at each other from their respective benches 
at one point. DeAngelo got the last word with a blast from the 
point early in the third to give the Hurricanes a lead that 
didn’t hold up, but it feels like a conversation that’s far from 
over. 

The next chapter might also be on national television.
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‘Two great teams going at it.’ Panthers snatch away victory from Hurricanes in OT 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes weren’t lacking for motivation 
Wednesday against the Florida Panthers. 

Both teams believe they can win the Stanley Cup this 
season. The Panthers had won the first two head-to-head 
matchups. Then, there was talk about animosity between the 
two teams stemming from last season, when the Canes beat 
the Panthers six of eight times. 

The game they played Wednesday wasn’t for the weak of 
heart or soft of flesh. Call it “big-boy” hockey, with a playoff-
type blend of physicality, toughness and snarl, and it took 
overtime to decide it before the Panthers took a 3-2 victory. 

Actually, the Panthers snatched it away. Sam Reinhart 
scored with 49 seconds left in regulation to tie things up, then 
Aaron Ekblad won it 16 seconds into the overtime when the 
defenseman got behind Teuvo Teravainen, took a stretch 
pass from Jonathan Huberdeau and beat goalie Frederik 
Andersen with a short backhander. 

Just like that it was over. Ekblad was celebrating, Teravainen 
was angrily smashing his stick against the cage and the 
Canes (32-11-4) had lost for a fourth time in five games 
since the NHL All-Star break (1-3-1). 

“We got what we deserved,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said dryly. “Yeah, it’s disappointing but the better team won 
tonight, there’s no question.” 

Reinhart’s goal came as the Panthers (33-10-5) pulled goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky for a sixth attacker, and after the Canes’ 
Brett Pesce had just missed the empty net on a long attempt. 
Reinhart, unchecked to Andersen’s right after circling behind 
the net, hopped on a loose puck after a MacKenzie Weegar 
shot hit the Panthers’ Patric Hornqvist in front. 

In the overtime, the Panthers won the opening faceoff and 
Ekblad was able to quickly slip behind Teravainen, who took 
a futile swipe at the puck on Huberdeau’s saucer pass from 
the Florida zone. 

The Canes got goals from Teravainen late in the first period 
and Tony DeAngelo early in third. But the Canes’ failure to 
score on two minutes of a five-on-three power play in the 
opening period and a strong, aggressive third period by the 
Panthers were the difference. 

“It was an intense game, a lot of battles, two great teams 
going at it,” Canes center Sebastian Aho said. 

Brind’Amour has often said this season that he has had 
“hold-your-breath” days while he waited for the team COVID-
19 results. While the COVID threat might be passing, 
Brind’Amour’s “hold-your-breath” time is having a healthy 
team and 35 games left to play in the regular season. The 
question: can the Canes keep it that way? 

In Wednesday’s game, Svechnikov took a blindside shot 
from Owen Tippett along the boards in the first period and 
was knocked to the ice. Svechnikov retaliated later with a hit 
on Weegar, then had the Panthers’ Hornqvist and Radko 
Gudas drill him from behind near the Canes bench, a 
dangerous double-team hit. 

In the second period, Canes center Vincent Trocheck was 
leveled on an open-ice hit from Mason Marchment. Trocheck 
hopped up but picked up a penalty for playing without his 
helmet, perhaps still feeling the effects of the hit. 

Neither Svechnikov nor Trocheck were injured. But staying 
healthy is one thing for the Canes. Staying motivated is 
another. 

The Hurricanes were motivated in game 47 against the 
Panthers in a game televised nationally by TNT. But what 
about, say, game 56 against the Seattle Kraken? Or game 
64 against the Dallas Stars? 

Baseball has its dog days of summer. In an 82-game NHL 
season, those dogs days can come in February and March 
when a team like the Hurricanes appears set for the Stanley 
Cup playoffs but must muster up energy and excitement for 
another 35 or so games. 

“A hundred percent,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday after the 
morning skate. “It’s February and you look up and it’s like, 
‘Wait a minute, we still have 40 games?’ Because you’ve 
been pushing hard and now you have to figure out a way to 
keep that mental focus. 

“The great ones can do it, right? The great teams just find a 
way to keep going, keep playing the same way. That’s the 
hard part of hockey. It’s not physically, for me, not a physical 
demand. Guys rest, get enough rest. It’s that mentally 
answering the bell that’s the challenge. 

“You’re aware, though, that it’s out there. It’s there. So you 
have to find ways to take care of that and make sure you’re 
aware of it. But there’s still just one way to play the game.”
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Hurricanes vibe check: What do we make of the loss to the Panthers? 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes had a rare few days off ahead of their 
nationally televised tilt against the Panthers on Wednesday, 
so they had some time to think. There are a few different 
ways to approach a game against another team atop the 
East, a team the Canes have played so much recently that 
Ian Cole admitted there’s more to this matchup. 

“We’re playing a great team tonight that’s got our number,” 
Cole said at PNC Arena after morning skate. “I don’t think 
being excited to play this game is going to be an issue 
tonight.” 

If you were a Hurricane gearing up for this game, you 
might’ve leaned into the excitement like Cole — not every 
game is as easy to get up for in the dog days of the NHL 
season. Or you might’ve channeled the nonchalance of ever-
chill Vincent Trocheck, who spent seven seasons in Florida 
before joining the Canes. 

“I don’t care about their success,” he said. “I’m worried about 
us.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour has been holding high-tempo 
practices up to Wednesday night, which is nothing out of the 
ordinary. But he delivered a calm and clear message as the 
Canes got off the ice Tuesday: “Big test tomorrow.” 

By any account, he was right. The Canes had yet to beat the 
Panthers this season, dropping one of their worst losses 5-2 
on Nov. 6, and a more respectable 4-3 overtime loss on Jan. 
8. The Canes had been playing well enough to start the 
second half of the season but had a below-their-standard 1-
2-1 record to show for it. So it would’ve been nice to pass 
Wednesday’s test. I don’t think they totally flunked, but I also 
don’t know what to call giving up a 2-1 lead with 48 seconds 
left in regulation, only to lose on the first overtime shot. 

I wouldn’t call it an A+. Neither would Brind’Amour. 

“We got what we deserved — they were the better team,” he 
said. “We had a good first period. I thought we played really 
well. The power play was no good. That kind of sucked the 
life out of us. The penalty kill was good, so that kind of 
canceled out. The second period because there were so 
many penalties you really couldn’t assess anything. In the 
third, we kind of got off it. Credit to them, they put the gas on. 
Yeah, it’s disappointing. But the better team won tonight, no 
question.” 

At least the entertainment factor lived up to the hype for the 
rest of us, and like Brind’Amour said that first period went 
exactly how these big first periods usually go. Early 
aggression, both teams trying a bit too hard with more 
passing and less pucks on net, then that first goal that comes 
from a weird angle to break through. 

Wednesday night it was Teuvo Teravainen taking a risk after 
he’d been way too choosy with a previous power play puck 
he should’ve shot. Go figure with that guy. 

In the second, Lucas Carlsson maneuvered one of the best 
shot blocks I’ve seen in recent memory, and that’s when you 
knew the Panthers weren’t going away. 

I’ll admit I had to look at the roster to figure out who No. 32 
was, but I’ll never make that mistake again. 

Then Sasha Barkov made a game-tying move I’ve seen 
plenty of times before — on my Xbox. 

“You could definitely feel it in the atmosphere. It was an 
exciting game,” captain Jordan Staal said. “Two good teams 
battling it out. The first period was very quick. Those are the 
games we love to play, and it’s too bad we were on the 
losing end. We’ll find a way to create a better game next 
time.” 

As these games often go, it was a clean 1-1 headed into the 
third. Staal did what he does along the boards, found Tony 
DeAngelo, and former Hurricane Gustav Forsling’s boot 
broke that tie early. The Canes got some puck luck they 
probably didn’t deserve for once, but it wouldn’t last. 

In a move that was bigger than even this game itself, former 
Sabre Sam Reinhart tied it up for the Panthers with 48.3 
seconds left in regulation to force overtime, cutting into the 
Jack Eichel Vegas debut party on TNT. 

The spoiler occurred seconds after Brett Pesce missed an 
empty-netter that came so close and trickled by the net so 
slowly it felt like we were watching a made-for-TV teen 
drama like “One Tree Hill.” 

Overtime was much shorter. A Teravainen miscue, a 
Panthers possession and Aaron Ekblad ended it 16 seconds 
in. The game lived up to the hype, and the jury is still out on 
if the Canes live up to their hype. 

“You learn from every loss — every game you learn, win or 
lose,” Brind’Amour said. “Clearly we’ve got to keep playing. 
You can’t try to hang on. It never works. We don’t play that 
way. It’s not our style. We always move on the next day. 
Good game, bad game, you move on. It’s always flushed.” 

The vibes are dark and full of terrors (I kid). 

• The vibes are all over the place tonight and it sounds like 
my current internal dialogue. What do we the people do with 
this loss? I think the perceived stakes and theatrical nature of 
the loss make it seem worse than it is, but I take exception to 
the notion that it’s just one of 82 games. It would’ve done a 
lot for the Canes’ confidence come playoffs to win a game 
against the Panthers this season. I also think the recent 
trend of playing catch up and almost winning and having the 
lead and blowing it in overtime is concerning. I understand 
why coaches and players would want to flush it, but if the 
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Canes start to have a sustained period of struggle we might 
be looking back on this game as a hint. Keyword might. 

• What does Hurricanes GM Don Waddell do with this loss? 
Some of the vibes call for a move, most notably to add some 
speed and insulation to the defense. While I don’t disagree 
there are plenty of solid defense options to consider at the 
deadline, an NHL team absolutely can’t be reactionary to one 
loss in terms of trades. That’s how you get Nino-for-Rask 
(Fenton’s version). Patience and clearer heads must prevail. 

• The Hurricanes penalty kill is as good as ever, but they use 
it too much. Another night, another perfect, 5-for-5 kill and 
some good short-handed looks. 

• The power play, on the other hand, left much to be desired 
Wednesday with an 0-for-4 conversion rate. When I ask 
myself why the Hurricanes lost this game I think about the 

dramatic missed empty-netter, but I think failure to capitalize 
on the five-on-three in the first period looms the largest. 
“We’ve got to score there. We had a couple of good looks 
right away,” Brind’Amour said. “In the first 20 seconds, we 
had three chances, and then we got cute. That’s what starts 
to happen. You start to think ‘oh, I’ve got to do something 
different’ instead of just keep shooting the puck. We looked 
for something pretty, and it just doesn’t work.” 

• The TNT broadcast announced there’s a new human 
playing Stormy the Ice Hog, and I just wanted to give my well 
wishes and a huge tip of the hat to the former Stormy. They 
were doing so much behind the scenes to make this team 
and the hockey world a more inclusive place. It was 
thankless, frustrating and sometimes career-threatening 
work (though they moved on on their own terms). They made 
a lasting impact.
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Recap: Florida Strikes Late, Then Tops Carolina In Overtime 

Panthers score with the extra attacker on to force the extra 
frame, win it 16 seconds into the three-on-three 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After scoring in the final minute of regulation 
with the extra attacker on, the Florida Panthers then struck 
just 16 seconds into overtime Wednesday, claiming a 3-2 
victory over the Carolina Hurricanes.   

The Rundown: 

A fast and physical battle from the opening puck drop gave 
the nationally televised contest a playoff-like feel, with both 
sides seemingly understanding the magnitude of the 
matchup. With both sides considered serious contenders for 
the Stanley Cup now in the second half of the regular 
season, the final meeting between the two sides was filled 
with passion and energy throughout. 

As the two sides took three minor penalties each in the 
opening 20 minutes it became imperative that special teams 
would play an important factor in the contest. One of the 
game's biggest events came when Carolina had a full two-
minute five-on-three just 10:39 in, providing them with a 
chance to snag the early lead. 

While they were not able to capitalize, thanks in part to a 
strong two-save sequence from Sergei Bobrovsky, they 
would however eventually get the game's first tally. 

With just 46 seconds to go in the first, Teuvo Teravainen 
caught Bobrovsky off guard with a turn-and-fire effort, giving 
Carolina a 1-0 lead to go into the second. 

As the physicality, and penalties, continued into the night's 
middle frame, the two sides would combine for another five 
minors in the middle 20 minutes. Frederik Andersen, who 
had another sensational evening, was the key cog in keeping 
Florida off the board on their chances on the man advantage. 

The Panthers were able to knot the contest with the second 
period's only tally, coming in the form of a dazzling 
Aleksander Barkov solo effort. 

Heading into the third tied at 1-1, it would not take long 
before Tony DeAngelo then put Carolina back in front. A shot 
from the point caught a piece of a Panthers defender on the 
way past Bobrovsky, giving the defenseman his ninth goal of 
the year.  

DeAngelo's marker was one of just two shots that his club 
would be able to generate in the third, as Florida began to 
ramp up their efforts. Utilizing their speed in transition, they'd 
ultimately end the period with an 11-2 shots advantage, 
again forcing Andersen to be strong. 

However, with Bobrovsky on the bench and the extra 
attacker on, they were able to tie the game in the final 
minute, thanks to Sam Reinhart.   

Forcing overtime, all it then took was just one shot in the 
three-on-three to win it. After Barkov won the opening 
faceoff, Jonathan Huberdeau was able to connect with Aaron 
Ekblad on an outlet pass, who then beat Andersen all alone 
on a breakaway. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks, post-game: 

"We got what we deserved tonight. They were the better 
team. We had a good first period, I thought we played pretty 
well, but the power play was no good. That kind of sucked a 
little bit of life out of us. However, the penalty kill was good, 
so that kind of cancelled that out. The second period there 
was so many penalties you couldn't really assess anything 
and in the third we got off of [the game plan]. Give them 
credit, they put the gas on. It's disappointing, but the better 
team won tonight, no question." 

Sebastian Aho on the team's inability to convert on a full two-
man advantage in the first: 

"A five-on-three, especially for two minutes, you've got to 
score on that. You've got to get momentum for your team. 
The good part was that we kept going. I liked our first other 
than that power play. We started off well, got a good shot 
and a couple good whacks, but you have to score on those. 
We wanted to take the lead early. 

Jordan Staal discussing what the difference was in the third 
period: 

"We needed to be more aggressive. They're a good team, 
they move the puck well and transition well. They make it 
hard on you to get a good forecheck going. Freddie played 
great, he was unbelievable. It's a shame we couldn't finish it 
for him. We need to build a better game against that group if 
we want to get two points against them." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are slated to practice at PNC Arena Thursday at 
Noon. Friday night they host the Nashville Predators. 

Bonus Notes: 

 The two sides combined for 62 hits in the contest. 
Jordan Staal led all Canes with five. 

 Andersen finished with 28 stops on 31 shots. 

 Carolina moves to 4-4 in overtime this season with 
the defeat. 

 The team's record is now 32-11-4.
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Ekblad, Panthers rally late to defeat Hurricanes in OT 

Defenseman scores 16 seconds in after Reinhart ties it in 
final minute of third period 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Aaron Ekblad scored 16 seconds into 
overtime as the Florida Panthers rallied for a 3-2 win against 
the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Wednesday. 

The defenseman took a stretch pass from Jonathan 
Huberdeau and scored on the backhand. 

"Great pass," Ekblad said. "It was still in the air when it went 
by me, so I tried to reach out and catch it. I truly have 
absolutely no idea what to do on breakaways, so I just tried 
to slow down a little bit and make a move, and I think it just 
trickled in."  

Florida tied the game 2-2 with 49 seconds left in the third 
period. With the goalie pulled, Sam Reinhart scored from the 
left circle on the rebound of MacKenzie Weegar's shot. 

Aleksander Barkov had a goal and an assist, Huberdeau had 
two assists, and Sergei Bobrovsky made 16 saves for the 
Panthers (33-10-5), who were playing for the first time since 
a 5-2 loss against the New York Rangers on Feb. 1. 

"Coming off that break, it was a grinding game and we were 
very ready to grind," Florida coach Andrew Brunette said. 
"We probably didn't have our best game with the puck, but I 
thought we did a lot of the right things. We defended in 
packs, we kept them a little bit to the outside and we had 
energy." 

Teuvo Teravainen and Tony DeAngelo each scored, and 
Frederik Andersen made 28 saves for the Hurricanes (32-11-
4), who have lost four of their past five. 

"You've got to give them credit, they put the gas on," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's disappointing, but 
the better team won tonight. It's no question." 

Teravainen made it 1-0 with 46 seconds remaining in the first 
period when he took a pass from Jaccob Slavin in the right 
circle, spun to his forehand and scored five-hole. 

The Hurricanes had a two-minute 5-on-3 midway through the 
period when Panthers forwards Ryan Lomberg (roughing) 
and Patric Hornqvist (boarding) were each given minors. 

Bobrovsky made a right-pad save on Andrei Svechnikov 
before stopping Vincent Trocheck on the rebound, but that 
was all the Hurricanes could muster. 

"We've got to score there," Brind'Amour said. "We had a 
good couple looks right away. In the first 20 seconds we had 
three chances, then we got cute. All you had to do was keep 
shooting the puck. Instead, we looked for something pretty. It 
doesn't work." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi nearly extended Carolina's lead early in 
the second period with a backhander toward an open net; 
however, Panthers defenseman Lucas Carlsson slid through 
the crease and batted away the shot with his stick. 

"That was an unbelievable save," Brunette said. "It was 'Bob-
like.' It was a big play at the time." 

Barkov tied the game 1-1 at 13:09 of the second period. He 
drove to the slot against Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei 
and made a behind-the-back pass to himself before scoring 
on the backhand. 

"He never ceases to amaze," Brunette said. "He's such an 
underrated, talented player. It was kind of fun that it was on 
national TV (on TNT). Hopefully the world got to see what he 
brings to us every night and maybe shine a light to how 
skilled he is and how hard he competes." 

DeAngelo put the Hurricanes up 2-1 at 3:13 of the third 
period when his wrist shot from the left point deflected off the 
skate of Panthers defenseman Gustav Forsling. 

NOTES: Hornqvist had an assist, three shots and two hits in 
14:47 after missing eight games with an upper-body injury. 
… Bobrovsky has won his past four starts and is 12-1-1 in 
his past 14. … Huberdeau has eight points (one goal, seven 
assists) in a five-game point streak. … Reinhart has scored a 
goal in three straight games. … Barkov has eight points (four 
goals, four assists) in a five-game point streak. … Carolina 
forward Sebastian Aho had an assist and has scored 24 
points (nine goals, 15 assists) in 23 games against the 
Panthers. … DeAngelo has 39 points (nine goals, 30 assists) 
in 40 games, for second-most by a defenseman through 40 
games in Hurricanes history behind Mark Howe (47, with the 
Hartford Whalers in 1980-81).
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Super 16: Avalanche unanimous No. 1; Oilers, Stars enter power rankings 

Flames rise five spots; Kings, Ducks drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Colorado Avalanche are the unanimous No. 1 this week 
in the Super 16 power rankings and No. 1 for the fourth 
straight week. 

The Calgary Flames are the biggest risers, climbing five 
spots to No. 9. The Nashville Predators are down five to No. 
14.  

The state of California is not represented in the rankings with 
the Los Angeles Kings and Anaheim Ducks dropping out and 
being replaced by the Edmonton Oilers and Dallas Stars. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (35-9-4) 

Total points: 224 
Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche were averaging 4.04 goals per game and 
2.50 goals-against per game in 28 games since Dec. 2 
entering their 2-0 win against the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Wednesday. They were 23-2-3. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (33-10-5) 

Total points: 203 
Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers have six players who have scored at least 15 
goals this season, most in the NHL. The Toronto Maple 
Leafs (five), St. Louis Blues (five) and Minnesota Wild (five) 
are the others with at least five players scoring 15 or more. 

3. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (32-11-6) 

Total points: 191 
Last week: No. 4 

Victor Hedman leads NHL defensemen with 50 points (11 
goals, 39 assists). Corey Perry's next goal will be the 
forward's 400th in the NHL. He will become the 10th player 
to score at least 400 goals since making his NHL debut in 
2005-06. 

4. CAROLINA HURRICANES (32-11-4) 

Total points: 182 
Last week: No. 3 

Andrei Svechnikov scored six goals in six games before the 
Hurricanes lost 3-2 in overtime to the Panthers on 
Wednesday. The forward has scored at least 20 goals in 
three of his four NHL seasons. He scored 15 in 55 games 
last season, a 22-goal pace over 82 games. 

5. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (31-11-8) 

Total points: 158 
Last week: No. 7 

The Penguins have won four straight games since the NHL 
All-Star break. Forwards Sidney Crosby and Jake Guentzel 
each have scored points in seven straight games. Crosby 
has scored 12 points (three goals, nine assists), including his 
500th NHL goal, during the streak. Guentzel has scored 11 
points (four goals, seven assists). 

6. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (31-12-3) 

Total points: 148 
Last week: No. 5 

Mitchell Marner has scored 22 points (11 goals, 11 assists) 
in 11 games since Jan. 15. Auston Matthews and Michael 
Bunting have each scored eight goals in that same time. 
Marner, Matthews and Bunting are the Maple Leafs' top line. 

7. MINNESOTA WILD (30-12-3) 

Total points: 141 
Last week: No. 8 

Mats Zuccarello scored 24 points (six goals, 18 assists) in 15 
games since Dec. 20 entering Wednesday. The forward had 
scored at least two points in eight of his past 11. He scored 
18 points (five goals, 13 assists) in an NHL career-long 10-
game point streak from Dec. 20-Jan. 28, including a Wild 
record six straight multipoint games from Jan. 14-28. 

8. NEW YORK RANGERS (31-13-4) 

Total points: 132 
Last week: No. 6 

Igor Shesterkin is 10-1-0 with a 1.87 goals-against average, 
.944 save percentage and two shutouts since Dec. 31. The 
goalie has allowed two or fewer goals in four of his past five 
games and seven of his past 10. He is 23-5-2 with a 2.05 
GAA, .938 save percentage and three shutouts in 30 games 
(29 starts) this season. 

9. CALGARY FLAMES (28-13-6) 

Total points: 108 
Last week: No. 14 

The Flames won a season-high eight consecutive games, 
and eight in a row at home since Jan. 18. They have 
outscored opponents 37-13 during the winning streak and 
scored at least four goals in seven straight games, a team 
record for most consecutive victories with at least that many 
goals. 

10. ST. LOUIS BLUES (28-14-5) 

Total points: 98 
Last week: No. 10 

Ville Husso is 8-1-0 with a 1.40 GAA, .950 save percentage 
and one shutout in 10 games (nine starts) since Jan. 7. He 
has allowed two or fewer goals in seven starts. The Blues 
have won 500 games since Doug Armstrong took over as 
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general manager Sept. 3, 2013. He is the 25th GM in NHL 
history to get to 500 wins with one team. 

11. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (28-18-3) 

Total points: 81 
Last week: No. 11 

Jack Eichel made his debut for the Golden Knights in a 2-0 
loss to the Avalanche on Wednesday, the center's first NHL 
game since March 7, 2021 with the Buffalo Sabres because 
of a herniated disk in his neck. Vegas put forward Mark 
Stone (back) on long-term injured reserve Monday. The 
move created the space needed under the NHL salary cap to 
activate Eichel. Stone must miss at least 10 games and 
spend 24 days on LTIR. 

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (27-15-9) 

Total points: 76 
Last week: No. 12 

Alex Ovechkin's two goals in a 4-1 win against the Predators 
on Tuesday gives him 31 this season, his 16th with at least 
30 goals, one behind retired forward Mike Gartner for most in 
NHL history. The Capitals captain is the only NHL player to 
score at least 30 goals in 16 seasons with one team. 

13. BOSTON BRUINS (27-16-4) 

Total points: 56 
Last week: No. 13 

Jeremy Swayman has allowed six goals in four games, four 
in three starts, since being recalled from Providence of the 
American Hockey League on Jan. 29. The goalie is 9-7-3 
with a 2.15 GAA, .923 save percentage and two shutouts in 
20 games (19 starts) this season. 

  

14. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (28-17-4) 

Total points: 53 
Last week: No. 9  

The Predators have lost three games in a row, allowing at 
least four goals in each game, and six when shorthanded. 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (26-18-3) 

Total points: 28 
Last week: NR 

The Oilers have won three straight games, outscoring the 
New York Islanders, San Jose Sharks and Kings by a 
combined 11-3. They are 8-2-1 since Jan. 22. 

16. DALLAS STARS (26-19-2) 

Total points: 14 
Last week: NR 

The Stars have won five straight road games since Jan. 20, 
including 4-1 at Colorado on Tuesday when they ended the 
Avalanche's home point streak at 22 games. Joe Pavelski 
factored in on every goal against Colorado (two goals, two 
assists) to end the forward's six-game streak without a point. 

Others receiving points: Los Angeles Kings 10, Anaheim 
Ducks 1 

Dropped out: Kings (No. 15), Ducks (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles 
Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Boston 
Bruins; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 17, 2022 

 

Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
8. Washington Capitals; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis 
Blues; 11. Nashville Predators; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton 
Oilers; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Dallas Stars; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Washington 
Capitals 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Minnesota Wild; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Washington Capitals; 
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings
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Reinhart-Ekblad flurry lifts Panthers past Hurricanes in OT 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Florida Panthers just kept 
getting better as the game went on after a long layoff. That 
was enough to erase a late deficit then pounce for an 
overtime winner in a matchup of two of the Eastern 
Conference’s best teams. 

Sam Reinhart tied it in the final minute of regulation, then 
Aaron Ekblad got free for a breakway goal just 16 seconds 
into OT to give the Panthers a 3-2 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Wednesday night, an abrupt turnaround to a 
game Florida otherwise controlled despite being behind late. 

Florida never led in regulation but outshot the Hurricanes 22-
8 over the final two periods in a matchup of the conference’s 
top two teams in terms of points percentage, as well as 
marking the Panthers’ first game in more than two weeks 
due to the All-Star break. 

“For us coming off that break, it was grinding game,” interim 
Panthers coach Andrew Brunette said. “And we were very 
ready to grind, ready to do the little things, to find a way. 

“We didn’t have our best game with the puck, but I thought 
we did a lot of the right things. We defended in packs. We 
kept them a little bit to the outside. And we had energy, and I 
thought we got better as the game went on — especially in 
the third period.” 

Aleksander Barkov also scored a highlight-reel goal in the 
second period for Florida, which had notched a franchise-
record 12 wins in January along with scoring 74 goals for the 
highest single-month output by any NHL team in more than 
26 years. 

Things didn’t come nearly as easily in a chippy and physical 
matchup, but the Panthers beat Carolina’s Frederik 
Andersen when they had to. 

Reinhart struck first by chasing down a loose puck along the 
left side and zipping the puck past Andersen as he tried to 
recover to the post at 19:11 of the third after the Panthers 
had pulled Sergei Bobrovsky for the extra attacker. 

Ekblad’s goal came suddenly, with NHL assists leader 
Jonathan Huberdeau zipping a perfect stretch pass from 
deep in Florida’s own end to find Ekblad near center ice for 
the winning chance. 

“I went in on the breakaway and I truly have absolutely no 
idea what to do on breakaways,” the defenseman said. “I just 

tried to slow down a little bit and make a move. I think it’s just 
kind of trickled in.” 

Teuvo Teravainen and Tony DeAngelo each scored goals for 
the Hurricanes, who had lost three of four — all on the road 
— since returning from a shorter layoff. Andersen finished 
with 28 saves, though the Hurricanes’ inability to convert on 
a 2-minute 5-on-3 opportunity in the first period loomed 
larger as shots became harder to come by. 

“The better team won tonight,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We were not the better team. So yeah, 
it’s disappointing. we should’ve won because we’re up (2-1 
late in regulation). But really in the bigger picture, that’s not 
how I’m looking at it.” 

JAW-DROPPERS 

Barkov and defenseman Lucas Carlsson each had incredible 
second-period plays that proved critical. 

First there was Carlsson sliding in from the left side behind 
Bobrovsky to deflect Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s seemingly easy 
rebound putaway with the shaft of his stick and keep the 
deficit at 1-0. 

As for Barkov, he skated in for a 1-on-1 matchup with Brady 
Skjei, then flipped the puck behind his back to his right side 
to his backhand side to beat Andersen at 13:09 with what 
Brind’Amour called a “world-class goal.” 

“He never ceases to amaze,” Brunette said. “Such an 
underrated, talented player. It was kind of fun it was on 
national TV. Hopefully the world got to see what he brings to 
us every night and maybe shine a light on how skilled he is 
and how hard he competes.” 

TESTY 

Officials had to separate the teams in multiple first-period 
scrums in a game that had a playoff flavor, twice with those 
exchanges involving hits to or delivered by Carolina forward 
Andrei Svechnikov.  

There was also Florida’s Mason Marchment laying out 
former Panthers player Vincent Trocheck with a jarring hit 
that sent Trocheck’s helmet flying. Trocheck kept playing, 
only to be sent to the box for playing without his helmet. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: At Minnesota on Friday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Nashville on Friday night.
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Canes implode late, fall in OT in marquee matchup 

The Carolina Hurricanes were 48 seconds away from a win 
over the Panthers on national TV, but it wasn’t meant to be. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Well, that happened fast.  

In a wonderfully entertaining hockey game between two of 
the Eastern Conference’s best teams, it was the Florida 
Panthers who topped the Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 in Raleigh 
Wednesday night in overtime.  

The Panthers, down 2-1 after a Tony DeAngelo go-ahead 
goal early in the third period, tied the game with under a 
minute left and their own net empty, as Sam Reinhart 
collected a loose puck and blasted into a mostly open net.  

Then 16 seconds into the overtime period, Aaron Ekblad 
took advantage of some slipshod defending from the Canes 
and beat Frederik Andersen 1-on-1 to win it for the Panthers.  

The game was fast and physical from the start, a true playoff 
feeling between two teams with legitimate Stanley Cup 
aspirations.  

The Hurricanes played a strong first period in a really chippy 
20 minutes, getting a late opening goal from Teuvo 
Teravainen. The Panthers bounced back with a strong 
second period, with an exceptional individual effort from 
Aleksander Barkov tying things up at 1-1.  

But then Florida owned most of the third, controlling the puck 
and the scoring chances after DeAngelo’s go-ahead goal to 
overwhelm the Canes and ultimately win the game.  

Not to be lost in the defeat was the effort of Andersen, who 
made 28 saves in the game and really kept the Canes afloat 
in the third. Sergei Bobrovsky was solid in the other net as 
well, stopping 16 of Carolina’s measly 18 shots.  

Special teams also played a big, big role in this one with a 
combined nine penalties, with both teams going 0 for on their 
chances (the Canes 0 for 4, Florida 0 for 5). Carolina’s power 
play really struggled (including a fruitless two-minute 5-on-3 
spell), but its penalty kill was absolutely unbelievable. 

The first period certainly did not lack in the entertainment 
department. The pace was fast and the action was wild, as 
the two teams who clearly do not like each other shared 
some pretty open disdain in the opening 20 minutes.  

The biggest moment came on the period’s second skirmish, 
as the Panthers unleashed a couple of dirty hits away from 
the puck in a sequence that resulted in the Hurricanes 
getting a two-minute 5-on-3. These shenanigans came just a 
few minutes after some questionable hits from Owen Tippett 
and Andrei Svechnikov led to a slightly smaller get together.  

The Canes couldn’t capitalize on that, though, as some 
overpassing let Florida kill off the full-length two-man 
disadvantage without too much danger. What danger the 
Canes did muster was turned away calmly by some good 
saves from Bobrovsky. The Hurricanes’ PK was better in the 
first, killing off two separate penalties.  

Carolina opened up the scoring late in the period, as a 
broken stick for the Panthers led to a Canes rush. Ultimately, 
Teravainen got the puck and scored from a tight angle, 
blasting it off Bobrovsky’s stick and through his legs.  

The second period was another absolutely insane one, with 
the intensity still ratcheted up to 11.  

It looked like Jesperi Kotkaniemi had made it a 2-0 
advantage early in the period, but one of the most ridiculous 
non-goalie saves you’ll ever see from Lucas Carlsson kept it 
at a one-goal game.  

The middle frame featured plenty of trips to the box, with 
Carolina committing three penalties and Florida committing 
two. None of the man advantages resulted in a goal, though, 
as the Canes’ penalty kill was unbelievable and its power 
play really struggled.  

Some of the penalties were quite interesting, too. Mason 
unleashed a brutal (clean) hit on Vincent Trocheck, who got 
a penalty for continuing to play without a helmet. Just eight 
seconds into the Florida power play, Anthony Duclair ended 
the advantage after whacking away a Carolina stick on the 
ice with his.  

Florida was able to tie things up in the back half of the 
second period, as Barkov put his full arsenal of skills on 
display to completely undress Brady Skjei and beat 
Andersen to make it 1-1.  

Carolina took back the advantage early in the third period, as 
a phenomenally hard-worked shift by Jordan Staal and Nino 
Niederreiter led to a blast from DeAngelo. Niederreiter and 
Staal worked to win the puck in the corner, and it made its 
way out to DeAngelo. Jesper Fast provided a screen and the 
Canes got a bit of puck luck to make it 2-1.  

After the DeAngelo tally, Florida kind of brought the play to 
the Canes. Carolina didn’t control much of the play, with 
Andersen singlehandedly (well, with some help from his post 
once) keeping the Canes on top.  

Florida’s persistence paid off late with an extra skater on the 
ice and its net empty, as a loose puck found its way to 
Reinhart who had a mostly open net to finish on with under a 
minute left in the game.  

Then in overtime, a quick rush and bad defending made way 
for Ekblad to win it.  

The Canes will be back Friday at home against Nashville.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal on OT loss to Panthers 

The Hurricanes couldn’t close out the final minute 
Wednesday night in PNC Arena, falling to the Panthers 3-2 
in overtime. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes were less than a minute away from 
a massive win over the Florida Panthers Wednesday night, 
but a last-minute equalizer and very quick OT winner gave 
the Panthers two points in PNC Arena.  

The Canes got a first-period goal from Teuvo Teravainen 
and an early third-period score to grab the lead, but Sam 
Reinhart tied it up with under a minute and the Panthers net 
empty before Aaron Ekblad ended things just 16 seconds 
into overtime.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour and captain 
Jordan Staal spoke with the media.  

Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the effort: We got what we deserved. They were the 
better team. We had a good first period. I thought we played 
really well. The power play was no good. That kind of sucked 
the life out of us. The penalty kill was good, so that kind of 
canceled out. The second period because there were so 
many penalties you really couldn’t assess anything. In the 
third, we kind of got off it. Credit to them, they put the gas on. 
Yeah, it’s disappointing. But the better team won tonight, no 
question. 

On the reason for the bad third period: We didn’t get 
anything going. We’ve got to give them credit. They got down 
and threw everything at us. We were in a position to win the 
game, so we weren’t taking chances. They got the break 
there at the end, but they deserved it.  

On the power play struggles and the empty 5-on-3: Yeah, I 
just talked about that. That’s what I said. That was the trash 
part of the first period. We’ve got to score there. We had a 
couple of good looks right away. In the first 20 seconds we 
had three chances, and then we got cute. That’s what starts 
to happen. You start to think ‘oh, I’ve got to do something 
different’ instead of just keep shooting the puck. We looked 
for something pretty, and it just doesn’t work.  

On the Panthers sending a message: They came out and 
were throwing their body around. I don’t know, message or 
whatever. I think they played a really good game, and we 
were not great. That’s really the end of the story.  

On a late slash that felt like it would have been called early in 
the game: It’s a penalty in the first period but it’s not a 
penalty in the third period. That’s kind of the message.  

On if he’s just looking for consistency there: What do you 
want me to say? Ask the refs how that goes. I don’t know.  

On the Canes’ best players not being their best players 
Wednesday: They could have been better tonight, no 
question.  

On the Staal line playing well against Barkov and the other 
lines not taking advantage: They were good tonight. That’s a 
tough matchup. Barkov is one of the best in the world. He got 
a world-class goal. It was a totally individual effort. The better 
team won tonight, and we were not the better team. Yeah it’s 
disappointing because we could have won and were up, but 
bigger picture that’s not how I’m looking at it.  

On the learning experience of this one: You learn from every 
loss, yeah. Every game you learn, win or lose. Clearly we’ve 
got to keep playing. You can’t try to hang on. It never works. 
We don’t play that way. It’s not our style.  

On the health coming out of the game: I don’t know. I’ve got 
to check here. I think so.  

On flushing this game: We always move on the next day. 
Good game, bad game, you move on. It’s always flushed. 

Jordan Staal 

On the effort: There was definitely some good. I thought the 
first period was good. Our kill was good. We didn’t give up a 
lot on the power play, so that was good. In the third period 
we were hanging on a little bit, obviously. If we want to win 
those games, we’ve got to play a little more on our toes and 
their end. We kind of let them come at us. Obviously the 
more chances they’re gonna get, they’re good. We’ve got to 
do a better job of playing with the lead.  

On the third period: Yeah, we need to be more aggressive. 
It’s a good team, obviously. They move the puck well, 
transition well and make it hard on you to get a forecheck 
going. There’s obviously a little bit of both. Freddie played 
great, unbelievable. It’s too bad we couldn’t finish it for him. 
We’ve got to have a better game against that group if we 
want to get the two points.  

On the atmosphere of the game and chippiness: You could 
definitely feel it in the atmosphere. It was an exciting game. 
Two good teams battling it out. The first period was very 
quick. Those are the games we love to play, and it’s too bad 
we were on the losing end. We’ll find a way to create a better 
game next time.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article258478878.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258473053.html 
https://theathletic.com/3134268/2022/02/17/hurricanes-vibe-check-what-do-we-make-of-the-loss-to-the-panthers/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-florida-strikes-late-then-tops-carolina-in-overtime/c-330887798 
https://www.nhl.com/news/florida-panthers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-330750808 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-17/c-330876740 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-florida-panthers-aleksander-barkov-5ae0ca36a1956fe08fd06599a931a1df 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/16/22938218/canes-implode-late-fall-in-ot-in-marquee-matchup 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/16/22938377/they-said-it-brindamour-staal-on-ot-loss-to-panthers 
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Hurricanes vibe check: What do we make of the loss to the Panthers? 

 

Sara Civian 

9-12 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

The Hurricanes had a rare few days off ahead of their nationally televised 
tilt against the Panthers on Wednesday, so they had some time to think. 
There are a few different ways to approach a game against another team 
atop the East, a team the Canes have played so much recently that Ian 
Cole admitted there’s more to this matchup. 

“We’re playing a great team tonight that’s got our number,” Cole said at 
PNC Arena after morning skate. “I don’t think being excited to play this 
game is going to be an issue tonight.” 

If you were a Hurricane gearing up for this game, you might’ve leaned 
into the excitement like Cole — not every game is as easy to get up for in 
the dog days of the NHL season. Or you might’ve channeled the 
nonchalance of ever-chill Vincent Trocheck, who spent seven seasons in 
Florida before joining the Canes. 

“I don’t care about their success,” he said. “I’m worried about us.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour has been holding high-tempo practices up to 
Wednesday night, which is nothing out of the ordinary. But he delivered a 
calm and clear message as the Canes got off the ice Tuesday: “Big test 
tomorrow.” 

By any account, he was right. The Canes had yet to beat the Panthers 
this season, dropping one of their worst losses 5-2 on Nov. 6, and a more 
respectable 4-3 overtime loss on Jan. 8. The Canes had been playing 
well enough to start the second half of the season but had a below-their-
standard 1-2-1 record to show for it. So it would’ve been nice to pass 
Wednesday’s test. I don’t think they totally flunked, but I also don’t know 
what to call giving up a 2-1 lead with 48 seconds left in regulation, only to 
lose on the first overtime shot. 

I wouldn’t call it an A+. Neither would Brind’Amour. 

“We got what we deserved — they were the better team,” he said. “We 
had a good first period. I thought we played really well. The power play 
was no good. That kind of sucked the life out of us. The penalty kill was 
good, so that kind of canceled out. The second period because there 
were so many penalties you really couldn’t assess anything. In the third, 
we kind of got off it. Credit to them, they put the gas on. Yeah, it’s 
disappointing. But the better team won tonight, no question.” 

At least the entertainment factor lived up to the hype for the rest of us, 
and like Brind’Amour said that first period went exactly how these big first 
periods usually go. Early aggression, both teams trying a bit too hard with 
more passing and less pucks on net, then that first goal that comes from 
a weird angle to break through. 

Wednesday night it was Teuvo Teravainen taking a risk after he’d been 
way too choosy with a previous power play puck he should’ve shot. Go 
figure with that guy. 

In the second, Lucas Carlsson maneuvered one of the best shot blocks 
I’ve seen in recent memory, and that’s when you knew the Panthers 
weren’t going away. 

Oh my. It looked like a slam dunk goal in front for Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but 
Lucas Carlsson slides in to save the day. 

I’ll admit I had to look at the roster to figure out who No. 32 was, but I’ll 
never make that mistake again. 

Then Sasha Barkov made a game-tying move I’ve seen plenty of times 
before — on my Xbox. 

“You could definitely feel it in the atmosphere. It was an exciting game,” 
captain Jordan Staal said. “Two good teams battling it out. The first 
period was very quick. Those are the games we love to play, and it’s too 
bad we were on the losing end. We’ll find a way to create a better game 
next time.” 

As these games often go, it was a clean 1-1 headed into the third. Staal 
did what he does along the boards, found Tony DeAngelo, and former 
Hurricane Gustav Forsling’s boot broke that tie early. The Canes got 
some puck luck they probably didn’t deserve for once, but it wouldn’t last. 
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In a move that was bigger than even this game itself, former Sabre Sam 
Reinhart tied it up for the Panthers with 48.3 seconds left in regulation to 
force overtime, cutting into the Jack Eichel Vegas debut party on TNT. 

The spoiler occurred seconds after Brett Pesce missed an empty-netter 
that came so close and trickled by the net so slowly it felt like we were 
watching a made-for-TV teen drama like “One Tree Hill.” 

Overtime was much shorter. A Teravainen miscue, a Panthers 
possession and Aaron Ekblad ended it 16 seconds in. The game lived up 
to the hype, and the jury is still out on if the Canes live up to their hype. 

“You learn from every loss — every game you learn, win or lose,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Clearly we’ve got to keep playing. You can’t try to 
hang on. It never works. We don’t play that way. It’s not our style. We 
always move on the next day. Good game, bad game, you move on. It’s 
always flushed.” 

Panthers are good and have given the Canes fits. Less concerned about 
this, but if there’s not an impressive turnaround against the Preds and 
especially the Pens this weekend, I will have questions. 

It's reaching the point of concern. 

I thought the Canes were kind of lost after the first period. And they really 
needed a win against the Panthers. But after seeing the collective angst-
o-rama in this thread ima just shrug and say “not a great game” 

• The vibes are all over the place tonight and it sounds like my current 
internal dialogue. What do we the people do with this loss? I think the 
perceived stakes and theatrical nature of the loss make it seem worse 
than it is, but I take exception to the notion that it’s just one of 82 games. 
It would’ve done a lot for the Canes’ confidence come playoffs to win a 
game against the Panthers this season. I also think the recent trend of 
playing catch up and almost winning and having the lead and blowing it 
in overtime is concerning. I understand why coaches and players would 
want to flush it, but if the Canes start to have a sustained period of 
struggle we might be looking back on this game as a hint. Keyword 
might. 

• What does Hurricanes GM Don Waddell do with this loss? Some of the 
vibes call for a move, most notably to add some speed and insulation to 
the defense. While I don’t disagree there are plenty of solid defense 
options to consider at the deadline, an NHL team absolutely can’t be 
reactionary to one loss in terms of trades. That’s how you get Nino-for-
Rask (Fenton’s version). Patience and clearer heads must prevail. 

• The Hurricanes penalty kill is as good as ever, but they use it too much. 
Another night, another perfect, 5-for-5 kill and some good short-handed 
looks. 

• The power play, on the other hand, left much to be desired Wednesday 
with an 0-for-4 conversion rate. When I ask myself why the Hurricanes 
lost this game I think about the dramatic missed empty-netter, but I think 
failure to capitalize on the five-on-three in the first period looms the 
largest. “We’ve got to score there. We had a couple of good looks right 
away,” Brind’Amour said. “In the first 20 seconds, we had three chances, 
and then we got cute. That’s what starts to happen. You start to think ‘oh, 
I’ve got to do something different’ instead of just keep shooting the puck. 
We looked for something pretty, and it just doesn’t work.” 

• The TNT broadcast announced there’s a new human playing Stormy 
the Ice Hog, and I just wanted to give my well wishes and a huge tip of 
the hat to the former Stormy. They were doing so much behind the 
scenes to make this team and the hockey world a more inclusive place. It 
was thankless, frustrating and sometimes career-threatening work 
(though they moved on on their own terms). They made a lasting impact. 
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Here's what Nashville Predators are saying about playing at Nissan 
Stadium for NHL Stadium Series 

 

Paul Skrbina, The Tennessean 

 

Mikael Granlund's back had the best view of imagination unfolding on the 
field at Nissan Stadium on Wednesday. 

But a smile creased the cheeks of Nashville Predators forward when he 
turned around to see a crew constructing what will be a 200-by-85 foot 
center stage of ice come Feb. 26, when his team will face the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the first NHL outdoor game in the city's history. 

"I can already picture that," Granlund said through a giddy grin. "It's going 
to look great and it's going to be fun to play there." 

PREDS AT NISSAN STADIUM: What was Day 1 of preparations for 
Nashville Predators outdoor game at Nissan Stadium like? 

PREDS: Nashville Predators have proven a lot, but at same time proven 
nothing at all 

As Granlund reminisced about playing hockey outside as a kid in Finland, 
forklifts beeped and people in orange and yellow vests swarmed the field 
behind him, meticulously manicuring the guts of the project. 

Granlund is no stranger to NHL outdoor games, having played in a few. 
Still, the anticipation hasn't waned. 

"That's big," he said. "I'm really happy for the people in Nashville. They 
get to experience this kind of event. I'm sure it brings even more hockey 
followers and fans." 

Predators forward Colton Sissons' only experience with outdoor hockey 
was as a spectator in 2020 at the Winter Classic in Dallas. He was hurt 
before that game and did not play. 

PENALTIES: Penalties are killing the slumping Nashville Predators. But I 
wouldn't change a thing | Estes 

PREDS GM: Nashville Predators GM David Poile 'getting closer' to 
signing Filip Forsberg to extension 

FORMER COACH: What former Predators coach Peter Laviolette said 
about his first trip back to Nashville 

He said he had "a lot of fun being a fan" for that game. But learning 
another would be played in his team's backyard brought about a new 
level of excitement, one he didn't see coming so soon. 

"We weren't expecting it," he said. "It kind of came out of nowhere for the 
players. But as far as the energy and the fanbase around Nashville, I 
don't think it's surprising at all." 

While it's just one game of 82 on the regular-season schedule, Sissons 
said what's attached to it means even more. 

He knows the experience will be "different." He knows he plans to try to 
take in as much of that experience as he possibly can. 

"Maybe a little bit on the intro, the walk in and when you hear the roar 
and see all those people," he said. "I think that will be the moment that I'll 
really be taking it in. It's going to be shocking, I'm sure. 

"Once you get on the ice it's kind of business as usual. You can stay 
pretty dialed in." 

Just like the crew of workers behind him. 

"It's a massive process," Sissons said. "A lot of construction going on. 
From what it looks like right now to what it will be like when we're walking 
out there for warmups, it's going to be quite the difference. I hope all the 
guys will get to see a little bit of the process. It's pretty cool. 
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Penalties are killing the slumping Nashville Predators. But I wouldn't 
change a thing  

 

Gentry Estes, The Tennessean 

 

Uh oh, here it is. 

All season, the Nashville Predators have been beating their perceived 
limitations. At some point, you had to figure odds would catch up with 
them. 

Tuesday night’s 4-1 home defeat to Peter Laviolette’s Washington 
Capitals made three games in a row without a point, the first time this 
season that has happened. 

Just a mini-slump at the moment, but the rest of February brings road 
dates at the Carolina Hurricanes (fifth-best in the NHL) and Florida 
Panthers (fourth) before the Feb. 26 Nissan Stadium game versus the 
Tampa Bay Lightning (second). 

This could get much worse before it gets better. We’re entering a dicey 
period for the Predators’ season.  

They can’t start fixing things that aren’t broken. They’ll need to resist 
some kneejerk overreactions that could unwisely change the approach 
that has been working so well. 

I’ll get back to that in a moment. 

For now, it’s encouraging there wasn’t any sign of panic Tuesday. The 
postcard from the latest defeat was actually Predators coach John Hynes 
applauding his team’s performance, talking up the metrics — things like 
controlling territory and offensive zone time — and saying that when you 
do what they did versus the Capitals, “more often than not, you’re going 
to win.” 

FILIP FORSBERG: Nashville Predators GM David Poile 'getting closer' to 
signing Filip Forsberg to extension 

PETER LAVIOLETTE: What former Predators coach Peter Laviolette 
said about his first trip back to Nashville 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS OUTDOOR GAME: What was Day 1 of 
preparations for Nashville Predators outdoor game at Nissan Stadium 
like? 

Indeed, the Predators weren’t bad against the Capitals. They had their 
moments. They played hard as usual. They created opportunities and 
kept clanging pucks off posts. 

Just one of those nights? Sure. 

That rationale, however, goes down smoother after one, maybe two, 
losses. When you get to three in a row, people want to search for 
explanations beyond puck luck for why a playoff-caliber team is losing 
while still playing good hockey. 

Which is leading to a popular – and overblown – landing spot: 

Penalties. 

'Our team plays hard' 

The Predators are the most penalized team in the NHL – by a mile. Or 
more accurately, by a minute. They’re taking 12:52 penalty minutes per 
game. The next closest team is 11:43.  

Sounds bad when you say it like that. 

And yes, penalties have been an issue all season. They are getting 
discussed more lately because ill-timed calls have proven especially 
costly in this three-game slide. During Tuesday’s third period, the 
Predators trailed 2-1 when they handed Alex Ovechkin a power play. 
Then it was 3-1. That's what happens. 

While it's obviously a disadvantage to spend so much time killing 
penalties, the Predators would be wise to not fixate on this weakness. 

Personally, I’m not alarmed at all by the Predators’ penalty totals. There's 
good in them. They reflect the accelerated effort and intensity and 
aggressiveness with which they’ve been playing this year – after being 
too passive too often in recent years.  

“Our team plays hard, physical, in your face. We’re a determined hockey 
team,” forward Michael McCarron said. 

Even Laviolette agrees. When I asked the former Preds coach Tuesday 
what jumps out most to him about the current squad in Nashville, his 
answer repeated the phrase, “They’re physical.” 

“They play the game hard,” Laviolette said. “All the things that you want 
from your team. We’re looking for the same thing.” 

A side effect, not an illness 

Perhaps it’s only a coincidence that when Laviolette’s Predators won the 
Presidents' Trophy in 2017-18, they led the NHL in penalty minutes per 
game. 

Or that the Lightning led the NHL last season and won the Stanley Cup. 
They won it the season before, too, when they had the second-most. 
Former player Blake Coleman told the Tampa Bay Times about a year 
ago, “You can’t eliminate all penalties from the game. Otherwise, your 
team’s probably not playing hard enough.” 

Look at the penalties the Predators took against the Capitals: One was a 
tripping call on Mikael Granlund in which he went all out to prevent a 
breakaway. That’s smart. Granlund was whistled for holding later in the 
game in the offensive zone. It was sloppy, but he was chasing the puck. 
That’s effort. 

The penalty that led to Ovechkin’s power-play goal was also in the 
offensive zone, with Yakov Trenin gliding in for a hit. He lined it up 
awkwardly. Players bumped knees, and when the Washington guy 
tumbled, Trenin was penalized for the contact. 

How could anyone criticize Trenin for getting after it on the forecheck like 
that? 

That type of effort is exactly why these Predators have been winning 
when hardly anyone expected they would. 

In an appearance Tuesday on 102.5 FM, the team’s flagship station, 
general manager David Poile was careful in saying the Preds needed to 
clean up penalties “just a little bit.” 

But at the same time, “I don’t want to change too much in terms of how 
we’re playing,” Poile said. “… It’s like telling your toughest guy to be 
careful, ‘Don’t hit anymore. Don’t really play physical.’ I don’t think that’s 
the right thing to do.” 

David Poile is much more comfortable talking about a Filip Forsberg 
contract extension now. Has there been a breakthrough in 
negotiations?https://t.co/iK6b1ePP7O 

— ESPN 102.5 The Game (@1025TheGame) February 15, 2022 

The Predators’ success this season has been so surprising that it feels 
delicately balanced, capable of being toppled by the slightest gale of an 
approaching storm. 

Now more than ever, Predators, it's time to stick with what has worked. 
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Why the Predators aren’t hitting the panic button just yet 

 

Michael Gallagher 

 

Under normal circumstances, a three-game losing streak in mid-February 
wouldn’t be cause for much concern, especially taking into account that 
the Nashville Predators haven’t gone more than three games without 
collecting at least one point during any stretch this season. 

However, it almost seemed like an eventuality that the Predators — the 
NHL’s top overachievers of the 2021-22 season — would regress to the 
mean at some point, right? 

Tuesday’s 4-1 loss to the Washington Capitals, against the very head 
coach the team fired on Jan. 6, 2020, in his return to Bridgestone Arena, 
was Nashville’s third in a row and its fourth in five games. 

Over that five-game stretch, the Predators have allowed 16 goals, been 
outshot 176-151 and taken 23 penalties. But is that more of a reflection 
of the tougher degree of opponent Nashville has seen over the last two 
weeks, or are the Predators in the midst of a true slump? 

“Whether you win or lose, you have to have an honest assessment of 
what happened in the game,” Predators coach John Hynes said. “You’re 
going to win some and lose some; sometimes you’re going to play bad 
and win a hockey game. … Part of winning regularly in the league is 
there has to be a lot of consistency. When your game is consistent, it 
gives you a chance to win.” 

The scoring chances have been there for Nashville, as have the timely 
saves from Juuse Saros, and it’s not like the team’s on-ice production 
suddenly just fell off. 

The Predators are still tied for the third-most wins (28) and the fourth-
most points (60) in the Western Conference. Saros is still a Vezina 
Trophy candidate, like teammates Roman Josi with the Norris Trophy, 
Tanner Jeannot with the Calder Trophy and Hynes with the Jack Adams 
Award. 

So how do the Predators avoid hastily shaking up a lineup that is battle 
tested and altering a game plan that has worked for 45 of the first 49 
games of the season? 

“I think it’s trusting fundamentals,” defenseman Mark Borowiecki said. “I 
think if you go out there and try to chase it and … be the hero, that’s 
when things start to go awry a little bit. We’ve had success this year 
because we really play as a group. We have that group identity. We all 
buy into it; it doesn’t matter how much skill you have or don’t have. We all 
play a certain way out there and it gets us through tough times. 

“We’re a good team, and we’re going to come out of this.” 
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Minor league report: Nathan Legare scores Penguins' only goal in loss to 
Checkers 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  

Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022 11:08 p.m. 

 

Forward Nathan Legare scored the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins’ 
only goal in a 4-1 road loss to the Charlotte Checkers at Bojangles’ 
Coliseum in Charlotte, N.C. 

Goaltender Alex D’Orio made 19 saves on 23 shots for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (19-21-2-3). 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a home contest against the Springfield 
Thunderbirds on Saturday, 6:05 p.m. 
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Penguins getting significant contributions from 4th line 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  

Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022 6:30 p.m. 

 

Entering this season, the Pittsburgh Penguins knew they would be 
missing some major components of their roster with franchise centers 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin sidelined as they recovered from 
offseason surgeries. 

That led them to bring in steady veteran Brian Boyle to training camp on 
a tryout basis. By mid-October, he earned a one-year contract for a 
league minimum for $750,000 and was tasked with helping offset — 
certainly not replace — the absences of Crosby and Malkin. 

Four months later, he still is trying to fill a void in the middle. 

The only difference is he’s been deployed as a substitute on the team’s 
fourth line for Teddy Blueger, currently on injured reserve with a broken 
jaw. 

And, as of late, Boyle has been a major reason why that line, which 
includes Zach Aston-Reese at left wing and Dominik Simon on the right 
wing, has been generating offense. 

“Offensively, they’re all a little bit different in what they bring,” coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “Sometimes, the complementary skill sets, because they’re 
different, can make a line effective offensively.” 

During Sunday’s 4-2 road win against the New Jersey Devils, the line 
had a hand in two goals. 

At 13 minutes, 16 seconds of the first period, Penguins defenseman Mike 
Matheson scored his team’s first goal thanks to the fourth line’s efforts. 

Under pressure from a forecheck by Aston-Reese and Simon, Devils 
defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler flicked a poor backhanded pass attempt 
from his own left corner that was stolen by Boyle in the left circle. Settling 
the puck, Boyle fired a quick wrister that was blocked by Devils forward 
Jimmy Vesey. The rebound caromed off the right-corner boards and was 
claimed by Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel at the right point. 
From there, Ruhwedel fed a pass to center point for Matheson, who 
chopped a slapper past goaltender Jon Gillies glove. 

Boyle accounted for the winning goal at 6:58 of the third. 

Pushing the puck up the right wing of the offensive zone, Matheson 
pulled up on the half wall, retreated to the right point and chucked a 
wrister at the cage. Gillies kicked out a rebound above the crease, and 
Boyle was able to outbattle Devils defenseman Ty Smith for position to 
claim the puck and fire a quick wrister past Gilles’ right leg. 
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“We want to contribute,” Boyle said after the contest in Newark, N.J. “We 
know exactly what we have to do. If we can start in our end or even 
(create) a faceoff in the other end, we get (Crosby, Malkin, forward Jeff 
Carter) and their lines on the ice in the offensive zone, that’s success for 
us. It’s nice to chip in. We practice with those guys every day, so we try 
to pick up some stuff from them. You play hockey because you want to 
score goals.” 

That notion held true two days later. 

During a 5-4 home win against the rival Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday, 
Simon scored the team’s first goal 14:09 into regulation. 

From the right wall of the offensive zone, Aston-Reese dished a pass to 
the center point for Boyle. Faking a slapper, Boyle then distributed a pass 
to the left-half wall for defenseman Marcus Pettersson. Surveying for a 
lane, Pettersson directed snapped a pass to the front of the crease. 
Simon spun off a check from Bunnaman in the slot and leaned forward to 
re-direct the puck off the crossbar and into the cage behind Flyers 
goaltender Carter Hart. 

“Dominik is a very good playmaker. He’s really stiff on the puck. He’s 
good on the forecheck,” Sullivan said. “Brian is really good at the net 
front (with) his size and his strength. He’s got a good stick that can 
deflect pucks. The rebound goal he gets in (New) Jersey is an example 
of it. Zach is just a good traffic player. He’s good in the corners. He’s 
good at the net front. 

“When they can generate offense for us, it helps us create the balance 
that we’re looking for on both sides of the puck. When we get that 
balance throughout the lineup, we get contributions throughout our lineup 
on both sides of the puck, we’re that much harder to play against.” 

Offensive contributions certainly are a positive by any metric. But the 
metric that means the most for any sturdy fourth line is not being scored 
against. 

“We’re getting chances,” Boyle said. “It might may be not as many 
chances, but we can’t give up (more). We just want to have more 
chances for than against. We’ve got to continue to keep momentum. We 
can’t give up a goal.” 

This line most likely is a temporary arrangement, at least until Blueger 
returns. 

In the meantime, they’ve done quite a bit to earn their coach’s confidence 
in just about any situation. 

“They’re different in some ways but the one common denominator 
between the three of them is I think all three of them are conscientious 
defensively,” Sullivan said. “They have good awareness away from the 
puck. They’re strong in puck battles. They’re good on the walls. They’re 
good on the walls. They’re willing to blocks shots. From that standpoint, I 
think they’re a line that we can rely on to defend for us. I have no 
problems putting them on the ice in the defensive zone with a defensive 
start against the other team’s top players because they’re very capable of 
defending hard.” 
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Looking for 'more sustained offense,' Penguins shuffle 2nd, 3rd lines 

 

SETH RORABAUGH 

Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022 2:42 p.m. 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ middle two lines were shuffled during practice 
Wednesday in Cranberry. 

With Evgeni Malkin centering the second line, he was flanked by Jeff 
Carter on the left wing and Danton Heinen at right wing. 

Meanwhile, Evan Rodrigues pivoted the third line with Brock McGinn to 
his left side and Kasperi Kapanen on the right. 

The motivations for the alterations are pretty simple. 

“Just more sustained offense,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “Just more 
sustained play. I just think with what we’ve had here over the last few 
games, we’re not getting, in our estimation, enough sustained zone time 
that I think helps create the balance (desired). So we’re trying some 
different combinations to try to generate that. The good news for us is we 
have some versatility in our lineup where we can move some people 
from the wing to the center and vice versa in order to try to create some 
combinations that give us the balance that we’re looking for. We’re going 
to explore a couple of different options. Nothing is etched in stone. But 
that is something that we’re looking at right now.” 

With forward Jason Zucker dealing with a core muscle injury that has 
bothered him since at least December, the Penguins already have 
experimented with Carter, typically a center, on the left wing of Malkin’s 
line and deployed him in that capacity for a handful of games in January. 

In fact, one of Carter’s best games of the season came at that station. In 
Malkin’s season debut — he missed the first three months of the season, 
approximately, following offseason surgery to his right knee — Carter 
scored two goals during a 4-1 road win against the Anaheim Ducks on 
Jan. 11. 

“I’m comfortable with both (wing or center),” Carter said. “I really don’t 
have a preference, to be honest with you. I played a few games with 
(Malkin), and things went well. … As far as I’m concerned, I’m 
comfortable. Hopefully, we can go out and kind of control the play 
(Thursday) night and have a good one.” 

As for Rodrigues, he sees potential in his new line, particularly with 
regards to skating with the talented but inconsistent Kapanen. 

“It seems like it will be a good line,” Rodrigues said. “I’ve had a lot of 
success with (Kapanen) this year and in the past. We work very well 
together because we both like to play a high-octane, fun, north type of 
game. (McGinn), obviously, is a guy that is extremely very reliable. He 
has a lot of offense that he shows spurts of. If we can just go out there 
and be confident with the puck, we should have success with the puck.” 

During Tuesday’s 5-4 overtime home win against the Philadelphia Flyers, 
McGinn missed just over seven minutes of game time during the third 
period after blocking a shot with his left hand. 

After absorbing a slapper by Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler at 14:11 of 
the third period, McGinn retreated to the dressing room to have his hand 
examined. 

When Penguins forward Jake Guentzel was assessed a tripping minor at 
the 6:47 mark, McGinn had emerged on the bench and was among the 
first group of penalty killers the Penguins sent over the boards to face the 
Flyers’ power play with the score tied 4-4. 

After helping keep the Flyers’ attack at bay and putting the Penguins in 
position to win the game, McGinn’s mettle was lauded by Sullivan. 

“He’s tough. He’s tough,” Sullivan said. “He’s just a gritty player. He’s a 
competitor. He wants to win. He understands that we rely on him in those 
situations. It doesn’t surprise me that he came back. He’s that type of a 
player. That’s what we knew we were getting when we (signed him this 
past offseason). He brings it every night. You know exactly what you’re 
going to get from (McGinn) every night. You’re going to get an honest 
effort and a guy that just plays hard. His willingness to put himself in 
harm’s way to block shots, it’s an essential part of killing penalties. It’s 
hard to be a good penalty kill if you don’t have guys that are willing in that 
regard, and he certainly is.” 
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Mark Madden: With extreme focus on winning, Sidney Crosby is an 
anomaly 

 

MARK MADDEN  

Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022 12:34 p.m. 

 

Sidney Crosby scored goal No. 500. No big deal. 

At a glance, sure, it’s impressive. He’s only the 46th player to do it. (He 
still trails Pat Verbeek by 22.) It was his 50th goal against Philadelphia, 
the old enemy. It came in a win, which is paramount to Crosby. It was 
assisted by Evgeni Malkin and occurred on Jaromir Jagr’s 50th birthday, 
an odd juxtaposition of Penguins icons. 

But with Crosby, it’s about what’s next. The next win, the next goal, the 
next milestone. 

That sort of focus is how you get 500 goals. 

Words don’t always do justice when describing Crosby. 

At heart, Crosby is hockey’s best grinder ever, except he hates that 
description. He colors inside the lines: No one has been better 
fundamentally or over 200 feet. He’s not a human highlight reel like Mario 
Lemieux, save the odd spectacular goal. His trademarks when it comes 
to finishing are his backhand, hockey’s best ever, and his abrupt-angle 
deflections. Crosby’s most famous tally, his “golden goal” for Canada to 
win the 2010 Olympics tournament, was an ordinary wrist shot. 

When the Crosby statue is cast, it should be him shooting from one knee. 
Simple, but effective. 

Since Crosby entered the NHL, critics have tried to argue that somebody 
else is better. 

Yet Edmonton’s Connor McDavid has won one playoff series in seven 
seasons, and his Oilers are on the fringe of the current postseason race. 
(Crosby’s Penguins are headed for a 16th straight playoff berth.) 

Remember when Crosby “passed the torch” to Philadelphia’s Claude 
Giroux? Uh, not quite. Now the best Giroux can hope for is to escape that 
Titanic of a franchise and go somewhere else to fly high using borrowed 
wings. (See Bourque, Ray.) 

Give Alex Ovechkin credit. He’s right there. 

Crosby just wants to win. Everything else gets compiled in single-minded 
pursuit of that. He’s an anomaly among today’s ego-driven athletes. (But 
not rare in hockey.) 

He’s got three Stanley Cups. He’s also got a second wind. 

Crosby has 10 goals and 18 assists in 20 games since the new year. The 
Penguins are 14-3-3 over that stretch. Crosby is a serial winner. It’s all he 
cares about. Witness him hitting the deck near the blue paint to block a 
shot with a 1-0 lead in the waning seconds at Ottawa last Thursday. 

McDavid wouldn’t (or be anywhere near his own net). Lemieux wouldn’t. 
Heck, he’d brag about not doing it. 

Crosby is 34. But it’s easy to imagine him playing into his 40s. He’s got a 
bit of the Tom Brady about him. He’s been a conditioning nut since he 
was a kid. Hockey comes first. 

Six hundred goals seems likely. Could Crosby catch Lemieux at 690? 

It would help if the Penguins played the Flyers more. Crosby tortures 
them. 

In the second month of his rookie season, Crosby had his smile knocked 
awry courtesy of a high stick by the Flyers’ Derian Hatcher. He retaliated 
by netting a breakaway in overtime, flashing his chipped teeth in grinning, 
wild-eyed celebration. 

At that moment, Crosby was reborn as one of us. 

The only negative thing about Crosby’s 500th goal is that I wasn’t there 
to see it. The Legends of Rock IX cruise beckoned: Deep Purple, Blue 
Oyster Cult, Jefferson Starship, etc. 

Had I known for sure, I’d have skipped the trip. So I followed the 
Penguins on Twitter while I watched Styx. 

To quote Fez from “That ‘70s Show”, “In my country we have a saying: 
‘Ugh. Styx.’ ” I left long before “Renegade.” 
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Tim Benz: Sidney Crosby wrote the perfect script, Kris Letang authored 
the perfect ending 

 

TIM BENZ  

Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022 7:09 a.m. 

 

It felt like a perfect night of Penguins hockey at PPG Paints Arena. 

Sidney Crosby scored his 500th goal in front of a raucous crowd of 
18,385. 

A Sid-sational moment for a sensational player. 

He did so against the hated Philadelphia Flyers as the Penguins blazed 
back from a 4-2 deficit to win 5-4 in overtime. 

The crowd was so loud and so energized that, for a few hours, it was like 
the pandemic never happened. It was like the fans were never banned 
from the building. It was like the sellout streak never ended. It was as if 
the Penguins never stopped winning playoff series after the 2017 Stanley 
Cup. 

When Crosby scored the milestone goal on a power play at 16:34 of the 
first period, it sounded like Mellon Arena again. Like when Mario Lemieux 
and Jaromir Jagr danced through the Chicago Blackhawks in the 1992 
Stanley Cup Finals. Or when Jordan Staal scored shorthanded against 
the Red Wings in 2009. 

That tinny, piercing kind of loud that was so unique to that old building. 
The kind of loud that was almost oppressive if you didn’t add to it. Yell 
back, or be consumed by the din. 

“That energy feeds you,” Crosby said. “It helps. It gives you a boost. You 
feel that as a player … I tried to have fun with it. Have it push me. It 
definitely did.” 

Yet after the game, Penguins coach Mike Sullivan had one regret. It was 
about Crosby’s milestone goal. More specifically, it was about 
defenseman Kris Letang’s absence from it on the score sheet. 

“It was so appropriate that Geno (Malkin) was the primary assist on the 
goal,” Sullivan said. “The only thing that we could’ve added to it was if 
Tanger found a way to touch (the puck) before Geno made the play.” 
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To Sullivan’s point, Malkin has assisted on 109 of Crosby’s 500 goals, 
more than any of Crosby’s other teammates. Letang is next on that list 
with 100. Yet Malkin got the lone assist on the goal. 

Regardless, Letang’s fingerprints were all over the result of this game. 
He and Crosby combined to assist on Jake Guentzel’s third-period goal 
that pulled the Penguins to within 4-3. 

Getting you caught up on all those goals now... 

Here's the Jake Guentzel tally that made it 4-3. 

Chad Ruhwedel managed to tie the game just 18 seconds later. Which 
allowed the game to get to overtime. That’s where Letang worked his 
magic, taking the puck from Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux and beating 
goalie Carter Hart for the game winner. 

Kris Letang made the play in the defensive zone, took the puck the other 
way, and... well, the rest was history. 

According to Penguins PR, Letang now has the most overtime points by 
a defenseman (30) in NHL history. 

Crosby may have written the script by scoring No. 500 in front of the 
home fans against the team’s most notorious rival. Malkin got to co-
author the memorable goal. However, it was Letang who penned the final 
chapter. 

“It was just a quick turnaround. The defenseman was kind of taking away 
Sid. So I was trying to fool the goalie by looking at (Crosby) the entire 
time and I slipped the puck five-hole,” Letang described after the victory. 

Even though it was Letang who put on the cape in overtime, he was 
insistent that Crosby be hailed as the hero on this night. 

“You want that game, that memory to be a win. You don’t want to 
remember your 500th goal in a loss. Especially against a rival like this,” 
Letang said. “But forget about 500. He does that every game. That’s 
what he brings to the table. He leads by example. He goes out there, and 
he is always the guy that works the hardest.” 

When Crosby scored the 500th goal, the entire bench emptied and 
poured on the ice as if it was an overtime game-ender. 

Maybe the Penguins will have a few of those this postseason. That would 
be a pleasant change from the last three years. Still maybe not as 
pleasant as what we all got to witness Tuesday night. 

Crosby was the star. But give Letang a huge assist. 

Even if there isn’t one on the score sheet. 
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Penguins shake up middle-six in an effort to spark scoring balance 

 

Mike DeFabo 

5-6 minutes 2/16/2022 

 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan went back to the drawing board on 
Wednesday, rolling out a dramatically revamped middle-six. 

The second line at practice featured Evgeni Malkin in his normal place at 
center. But he was flanked by two new wingers. Jeff Carter skated on the 
left wing, as he did during Malkin’s first two games back from surgery. 
Danton Heinen was the third wheel on the right. 

The third line featured Evan Rodrigues at center between left wing Brock 
McGinn and right wing Kasperi Kapanen. 

“Over the last few games, we're not getting, in our estimation, enough 
sustained zone time that I think helps us create balance,” Sullivan said. 
“We're trying some different combinations to try to generate that. The 
good news for us is we have some versatility in our lineup where we can 
move people from the wing to the center and vice versa, in order to try to 
create some combinations that give us the balance that we're looking 
for.” 

Reading between the lines — pun very much anticipated — it appears 
from the outside that these tweaks could satisfy a couple goals. In an 
ideal world, Malkin would be skating between the two wingers that former 
GM Jim Rutherford acquired in two of his final moves in Pittsburgh. The 
problem is Jason Zucker is injured and Kapanen is ineffective. 

By moving Carter up to the Malkin line, he can shoulder some of the 
defensive responsibility, bring his goal-scoring touch to Geno’s wing and 
also handling some of the face-offs. Carter has won 57% of his draws 
this year to Malkin’s 42%. Those player will likely be somewhat 
interchangeable, with Malkin sometimes cruising down the wing. They 
also showed some chemistry together in Malkin’s debut, when Malkin 
scored once at 5-on-5 and Carter scored once at even strength and once 
in an empty net.  

"I'm comfortable with both [positions],” Carter said. “I really don't have a 
preference, to be honest with you. I played a few games with Geno and 
things went well. Hopefully, we can go out and control play tomorrow 
night and have a good one." 

On the third line, maybe a move to the middle is just what Rodrigues 
needs to get reinvigorated. He was one of the surprises of the season 
early on, racking up 15 goals and 15 assists in 33 games. The lightning 
has escaped from the bottle recently, as Rodrigues is entangled in a 17-
game goalless drought in which he’s recorded just three assists. 

Before practice on Wednesday, Sullivan skated over to Rodrigues and 
had a one-on-one chat for a couple minutes. 

“It comes in bunches,” Rodrigues said. “It's not going in for me right now. 
But, you know, I've been getting the looks and getting my chances. 
Sometimes that's the way it goes... I'm just trying to stay confident.” 

While the Penguins signed Rodrigues because of his versatility and like 
that he can play all three forwards positions, Sullivan has commented in 
the past that the club especially has liked the way he looks in the middle. 
Perhaps playing with more open ice and carrying the puck more could be 
the spark Rodrigues needs to get going. 

“We're going to explore a couple of different options,” Sullivan said. 
“Nothing's etched in stone. But that's something that we're looking at right 
now.” 

Moving past the milestone 

Just hours after netting a milestone 500th goal during an emotional 
comeback win against the Flyers, Sidney Crosby was back on the ice at 
practice… and one of the last players off it. 

Well after the formal segment of practice was over and interviews were 
unfolding, he was still shooting pucks. 

“Sid is a player that stays in the moment,” Sullivan said. “That's part of 
what makes him as good as he is. As much as last night was such a 
great celebration, an unbelievable milestone and a great tribute to him 
and his legacy, we've got important work ahead of us.” 

Rodrigues spoke about how Sid sets the standard. When the best player 
is the hardest-working and the most team-oriented, it trickles down from 
the top. 

“He treats everyone with respect whether you’re a 17-year vet or first-day 
rookie,” Rodrigues said. “He makes everyone feel comfortable. I think it's 
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a huge reason why this organization has had success for as long as he's 
been here.” 

McGinn okay after all 

Late in Tuesday’s game, Brock McGinn took a shot off the hand that 
looked serious. He immediately threw his gloves to the ice and bolted 
down the tunnel for the dressing room. It was the type of play that 
immediately made one wonder if he’d broken his hand. 

However, he returned for a critical penalty kill late. And, there was more 
good news on Wednesday. McGinn was a full participant at practice. 
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The mind of a goal scorer: Quizzing Sidney Crosby after his 500-goal 
milestone 

 

Mike DeFabo 

6-7 minutes 2/16/2022 

 

Sidney Crosby couldn’t have scripted it any better if he tried. 

After hovering at 499 NHL goals for several games, it all came together 
in a confluence of events on Tuesday night when the captain capitalized 
on the power play ... at home ... with an assist from Evgeni Malkin... 
against the rival Flyers to hit the 500-goal milestone during a thrilling 5-4 
overtime win.  

Joining the elite list of 500-goal scorers has taken a mix of so many 
things. Speed. Creativity. Instinct. Deception. Anticipation. Skill. 

But what’s the thing that stands out above the rest? His elite ability to 
think the game.  

We decided it would be fun to put that goal-scoring mind to the test. On 
Wednesday afternoon, Crosby joined the Post-Gazette for a pop quiz of 
sorts to discuss some of his most memorable goals.  

DeFabo: I'll start with an easy one. The first one I’ll ask you about is Oct. 
8, 2005, at Mellon Arena. 

Crosby: So that'd be my first goal. I shouldn't forget that. 

DeFabo: What do you remember about your first goal? 

Crosby: Second period we were on the power play. Just a scramble in 
front and [Mark] Recchi and Brian Leetch were battling for it. It went off 
Leetch’s stick and just popped over to me on the back door. I had a wide 
open net. And that was on Hannu Toivonen. We end up losing the game. 
In overtime.  

Crosby: I don't know if [Mike Sullivan] was coaching then. Maybe? 

DeFabo: Yeah, he was behind the opposite bench. He said he tried to 
forget that he was there. What did you do with that puck from the first 
goal? 

Crosby: I gave it to my dad and they have it at home. 

DeFabo: How about another one about your first season. This was 
against the Islanders. And this was an assist from Mario Lemieux. 

Crosby: That building [Nassau Coliseum] is switched around. So that 
might have been in the third period. 

(It was.) 

Crosby: It was a give-and-go. He hit me on the back left post. That was 
pretty cool, hearing Lemieux-to-Crosby. 

Crosby: There might have been another one in that game. It may not 
have been a direct pass but a rebound or a scramble. I was down on the 
side of the net. 

(We had to go back and check the tape on this one. The captain was 
right. In the first period, on the same end of the rink as the other goal, 
Crosby netted a power play goal with a secondary assist from Lemieux 
and a primary assist from Sergei Gonchar.) 

DeFabo: The next one I have for you was a highlight-reel goal. This was 
March 16, 2007, versus the Canadiens. 

Crosby: Splitting the D? This might have been on David Aebischer. 

(Of course, it was.) 

Crosby: I remember just kind of seeing four guys all plugged in the 
middle. I just trying to find an opening and ended up getting through it. 
Somehow found the back of the net. It wasn't a great shot, but it found its 
way in. That was a fun one. 

DeFabo: Those other ones were big goals. So this is a very random one. 
This was Jan. 23, 2016, against Vancouver in the third period with 
assists from Carl Hagelin and Kris Letang. Do you remember who the 
goalie was? 

Crosby: Cory Schneider? 

DeFabo: It's a trick question. That was an empty netter. 

DeFabo: Here's another one that I think you'll remember. Nov. 21, 2011, 
an eventful night at the arena. 

Crosby: That was the game I came back [from the concussion issues]. 
Yeah, I remember that one. I had a lot of speed in the neutral zone. I was 
well-rested. Just really excited to be back playing. It was probably only a 
few shifts in the game. I was pretty fired up to get that one. The crowd 
was awesome. That was a fun night. 

DeFabo: How about March 21, 2017, in Buffalo. 

Crosby: Yeah, the one-hander. It was funny. I remember talking to Tom 
Kühnhackl that morning because I was taking little, one-handed shots 
here and there. I said, ‘I'm going try this tonight.’ But I didn't really mean 
it. I was just kind of messing around. It just ended up working out. I 
needed to go one hand. 

DeFabo: OK, in 2018, the score was tied at 3 and the goalie was Carey 
Price. 

Crosby: The one I batted out of the air in the second period? Just a 
wacky, wacky sequence with the puck bouncing everywhere. But it 
bounced nicely. It just landed right in front of me and it was able to get 
one touch on it and get it to the side of the net and get my backhand on 
it. 

DeFabo: As we wrap up here, I asked you about a bunch of highlight-reel 
goals, big goals. For you, if people were to say to you, ‘What's the 
biggest goal you've scored,’ what comes to mind? 

Crosby: Well, the Olympic goal [to win the gold medal for Team Canada 
in Vancouver]. That one stands out. 

DeFabo: Is that the biggest goal you ever scored? 

Crosby: It’s up there. I always remember the one in Tampa in Game 6 [in 
2016]. Late in the second period we were up, 2-0. It was the third goal to 
make it 3-0. It's one of those ones that maybe doesn't mean a lot [to most 
people]. It wasn't a game-winner or anything like that. But I remember 
feeling really good about that one just because we went from being down 
1-0 in that game. Then, they called the goal back from [Jonathan Drouin]. 
And then we scored a couple. Knowing that we had a good chance to 
come back for Game 7. That was a big one.  
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DeFabo: Well, again, congratulations on the milestone. Before I let you 
go, I need to know how many of these pucks you’ve kept over the year. 

Crosby: Between [equipment guys] Dana Heinze, John Taglianetti and 
Paul DeFazio, they've kept a lot of stuff. It’s nice to have it, whether I 
ended up giving it to my parents or they keep some stuff for the Hall of 
Fame. It's nice to have that stuff. Just good memories. 
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Ron Cook: Sidney Crosby scores No. 500, another unforgettable moment 
in his unforgettable career 

 

Ron Cook 

5-7 minutes 2/16/2022 

 

How many more? 

That was my first thought after Sidney Crosby pumped in his 500th goal 
Tuesday night. 

How many more will he score before his fabulous career ends? 

How many more could he have scored if he hadn’t been robbed of more 
than 250 games over the years by injury, illness, an NHL lockout and the 
COVID-19 pandemic? 

I’ll try to answer those questions in a second. Let’s first take a minute to 
enjoy Crosby’s momentous night. 

For a long time, it looked as if the Flyers — tied with New Jersey as the 
worst team in the Metropolitan Division — were going to spoil the party. 
The Penguins had to fight back from a two-goal deficit midway through 
the third period to win, 5-4, on Kris Letang’s terrific overtime goal. It 
would have been a crying shame if the Flyers had ruined another PPG 
Paints Arena celebration. They won the first game in the beautiful 
Uptown rink in 2010, not long after Mario Lemieux christened the place 
with melted holy water from Mellon Arena ice. 

“Everybody wanted to get it for him,” Letang said of Crosby and the win. 
“Of course, he wanted that game, that memory, to be a win. You don’t 
want to remember your 500th goal in a loss, especially against a rival like 
that.” 

But even if the Flyers had won, none of the 18,385 in attendance or the 
countless thousands watching on television would have complained. 
Crosby gave ’em all what they were looking for when he banged a 
perfect pass from Evgeni Malkin by goaltender Carter Hart for a power-
play goal late in the first period, becoming the 46th player in NHL history 
to get 500. It was appropriate Malkin got the assist; no one has more 
assists on a Crosby goal than his 109. 

The building erupted as the Penguins charged off their bench to surround 
their captain. It was hard to tell if the fans or the players were happier. 
His teammates adore Crosby. 

Bryan Rust was a little late to the celebration because he had the good 
sense to go back to the Flyers net to gather the historic puck. Penguins 
equipment man Jon Taglianetti secured Crosby’s stick for safekeeping. 
We’re talking priceless hockey memorabilia. Both the puck and stick 
should be headed to the Hockey Hall of Fame, where Crosby will spend 
eternity. 

“He’s just so deserving,” Mike Sullivan said. “He represents everything 
that’s right about our game. His humility. The way he carries himself. His 
work ethic. His team-first attitude and approach. Leads by example … 

“He’s in very elite company. His legacy speaks for itself.” 

The guess here is the Penguins and their fans will get to enjoy many 
more Crosby goals. He was born on Aug. 7, 1987 — hence his number 
87 — and will turn 35 on his next birthday, but he hardly is slowing down. 
No one loves his sport more. No one works harder to excel. 

Crosby figures to play until he’s at least 40, health-permitting. Maybe 
even 45. And isn’t former Penguins great Jaromir Jagr, who turned 50 on 
Tuesday, still playing in the Czech Republic? 

Why not Crosby? 

Why not 600 goals? Only 20 players have reached that magical number 
in NHL history. 

How about 650? 

It’s also going to be interesting to see how high Crosby can climb on the 
NHL’s all-time points list. He is much more of a playmaker — a distributor 
—than a pure goal-scorer. His 1,371 points rank 26th in NHL history. 
With 32 games left this season, he should get to 1,400, which would 
have him knocking on the door of the Top 20. He has averaged 1.27 
points a game throughout his career. 

We have been so lucky to enjoy Crosby’s greatness during the past 17 
seasons, just as we were fortunate to watch the great Jagr and the great 
Lemieux before him. 

But the hard truth? 

Crosby’s brilliance could have been so much brighter if not for all of those 
lost games. 

Is it really hard to imagine Crosby having 75 more goals if he had missed 
just 100 games? He has averaged .46 goals per game. 

How about points? I’m thinking 200 more wouldn’t have been out of the 
question. 

It especially was hurtful to Crosby that he missed 41 games in the 2010-
11 season and 60 more the next season because of his head/neck injury. 
He had scored 51 goals and 109 points in 2009-10 and was on pace for 
64 goals and 132 points in 2010-11 when his season ended after 41 
games because of hits by Washington’s David Steckel and Tampa Bay’s 
Victor Hedman. Those lost games were in the prime of his career. 

Crosby, of course, wasn’t thinking about any of that late Tuesday night. 
He is as humble as any athlete who has played in Pittsburgh, in 
professional sports, really. He spoke so calmly about his milestone, but it 
was clear what it meant to him, what it meant for his teammates to be 
able to top it off with that dazzling comeback. 

“The win changed the whole dynamic,” Crosby said. “All the guys coming 
on the ice like that, that’s something I’ll definitely always remember.” 

So will everyone who watched the Crosby goal. 

It was another unforgettable moment in Crosby’s unforgettable career. 
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Cranberry, Twp — Teddy Blueger is still a few weeks away from rejoining 
the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup after suffering a fractured jaw against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Jan. 23. Blueger had successful surgery the following 
day. This week, he resumed skating on his own with skills coach Ty 
Hennes. 

Head coach Mike Sullivan said there was not an updated schedule for 
Blueger’s return which was estimated to be six to eight weeks from Jan. 
24. 

The progress remains a step forward for the zippy center, who 
successfully pivoted the Penguins shutdown fourth line with Zach Aston-
Reese and Brock McGinn. 

In his stead, Brian Boyle has played the best hockey of his season. He 
led all players with five shots against the Philadelphia Flyers, and the 
fourth line has scored goals in three consecutive games–all Penguins 
wins. 

This season, Blueger has 17 points (8-9-17) in 40 games. 

Crosby off to St. Andrews…After the Season 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ new (and old ownership) and teammates are 
getting rid of Sidney Crosby. Sounds dramatic, doesn’t it? 

Everyone pitched in to send the captain on vacation to St. Andrews, 
presumably after the season. 

No word if everyone signed the card. 

History was made. 

The game was won. 

And gifts were given. 

Congratulations on 500 NHL goals, Sid! 

Also, Evgeni Malkin congratulated…Evgeni Malkin for assisting on No. 
500: 

What a picture. Those three. Count your blessings. 

Some Penguins lines juggling and fun? 

Wednesday, the Penguins had a casual, 39-minute practice after their 
emotional 5-4 OT win over the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday night. 
There wasn’t much power-play work or heavy line rushes. It was 
localized drills, some 5v2, and skills work. 

The team will depart for Toronto and their Thursday night match against 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Don’t go bonkers or throw a party. Head coach Mike Sullivan did a little 
tinkering with the Penguins lines on Wednesday. 

Jeff Carter skated on Malkin’s right-wing. 

“I’m comfortable with both. I played a couple of games with (Malkin), and 
they went pretty well….,” Cartrer said, and later added, “You’ll have to 
ask (Mike Sullivan) where he’s headed with that, but I’m prepared to play 
either.” 

Rodrigues was optimistic about skating with Kapanen in Toronto. 

“I’ve had a lot of success with Kappy this year and in the past, and I think 
we work really well together because we both like to play a high-octane 
type of game,” Rodrigues said. 

Sullivan also didn’t back away from coming changes. He steered into the 
skid but reminded us that nothing is etched in stone. 

“…Just more sustained offense, just more sustained play. I just think with 
what we’ve had here over the last few games, we’re not getting, in our 
estimation, enough sustained zone time that I think helps us create the 
balance… And so we’re trying some different combinations that try to 
generate that,” Sullivan said. 

All players were present and accounted for, including Brock McGinn, who 
writhed in pain after blocking a shot with his wrist, and Brian Dumoulin, 
who blocked a shot with his face. 

Both left the ice, and both finished the game. 

Matt Cullen continued his role as an on-ice “assistant” coach in the injury 
absence of Todd Reirden. 
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Claude Giroux remains ‘committed’ to helping the Flyers win even as the 
March 21 trade deadline looms 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Feb 16, 2022 

 

Eight months ago, Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher attempted to 
bolster the team with a handful of veteran free-agent acquisitions and 
signings. The Flyers started the season well, going 6-2-2 through their 
first 10 games. For captain Claude Giroux, the team was trending in the 
right direction in his contract year. 

Then the injuries hit. More than halfway through the season, the Flyers 
are missing nine players, including top-pairing defenseman Ryan Ellis 
(lower body), top-line center Sean Couturier (back), and second-line 
center Kevin Hayes (lower body). 

Without these key players, the 15-24-9 Flyers fell down the standings, 
decreasing the likelihood that Giroux signs an extension in the offseason 
and increasing the probability that Fletcher seeks permission to move 
him before the March 21 trade deadline. 

“To be honest, I haven’t talked to Chuck yet about any of this,” Giroux 
said Wednesday. “I’m sure we will at one point. But right now, I’m 
committed to this team and start winning some hockey games and keep 
working as a team here.” 

While Giroux may not be directly communicating with Fletcher about his 
own future, his agent, Pat Brisson, is responsible for driving those 
conversations with the Flyers front office. According to Daily Faceoff, 
Giroux is in the process of working with Brisson to gauge interest among 
potential trade partners, including the St. Louis Blues. 

If Fletcher aspires to trade Giroux in exchange for prospects and draft 
capital, he’ll have to ask Giroux to waive his no-movement clause. As a 
result, Giroux has the final say over his potential next destination. 

Giroux has said several times that he wants to be a Flyer for life. But as 
the  

34-year-old seeks his first Stanley Cup, the choice to stay in Philadelphia 
appears less likely given the state of the struggling Flyers. 

For now, Giroux is still a Flyer. He’s committed to motivating his 
teammates as they look for their first win following the All-Star break 
when they take on the Washington Capitals at the Wells Fargo Center on 
Thursday night. 

“The organization here, it’s been great for me,” Giroux said. “The last 14 
years, they treated me the right way. I had the chance to play with a lot of 
great players and had great coaches. And I feel it’s an honor to be — to 
have been a Flyer this long.” 

Mayhew to return 
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After missing Tuesday’s overtime loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins with a 
swollen eye, winger Gerry Mayhew is expected to return against the 
Capitals. Mayhew crashed into the boards Saturday in Detroit, suffering a 
cut near his eye that required stitches. 

Mayhew, who has scored three goals in 14 games, plays with a sense of 
assertiveness that interim head coach Mike Yeo wants to see more of 
from his bottom-six forwards. 

“Getting Gerry back I think will help, because he’s a guy that seems to 
want to drive the play,” Yeo said. “I like the way he was playing before he 
came out of the lineup.” 

Meanwhile, defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen (upper-body) and forwards 
Hayes and Patrick Brown (knee) participated in practice Wednesday. 
Although all three will be out of the lineup Thursday, Yeo is pleased with 
their progress. 

The team’s medical staff tentatively circled March 1 as the date to make 
a decision on whether Hayes will return to action this season. Seeing as 
Hayes underwent multiple surgeries in the past year, the Flyers are 
approaching the situation with caution. 

“There’s a very strong awareness of the importance of him being ready 
for next year and being in good health for next year,” Yeo said. “If that 
means that he should do something right now, then obviously the 
organization’s going to be aware of that. If he can come back and play 
and maybe that helps him for next year, then the organization’s going to 
be aware of that. I think, for me, personally, I just listen to the people 
around me. And if he’s available, I’d love to have him play.” 

Breakaways 

Flyers backup goalie Martin Jones (17 games, 3.56 goals-against 
average, .901 save percentage) will get the start in net Thursday. Jones 
hasn’t played since Jan. 25. “This is a veteran goalie that we’re dealing 
with here, too,” Yeo said. “So he has a pretty good foundation, a pretty 
good understanding of what his game is and what it needs to be. So 
shouldn’t be an issue for Jonesy.” 
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Flyers to donate $500,000 in media assets to small, local businesses 
through Flyers Hometown Assist program 

 

by Gus Elvin 

Published Feb 16, 2022 

 

On Wednesday, the Flyers and Wells Fargo announced the winners of 
the Flyers Hometown Assist Award. The program, which was launched in 
2020 to help small businesses impacted by COVID-19, awards $100,000 
each in free advertising assets to five local businesses in the Greater 
Philadelphia Area. 

This year’s recipients were Beverly Shakur Catering (South 
Philadelphia), Devil’s Creek Brewery (Collingswood), Human Resources 
on the Move (Philadelphia), The New Lou and Choo’s (North 
Philadelphia) and Wooder Ice (Philadelphia). The five businesses will 
immediately begin receiving advertising assets through the remainder of 
the 2021-22 regular season. This includes radio commercials, 
digital/social promotions, and in-arena activations and LED signage. 

The Flyers and @WellsFargo have announced the second class of 
winners for the Flyers Hometown Assist program: 

• Beverly Shakur Catering 

• Devil's Creek Brewery 

• Human Resources on the Move 

• The New Lou & Choo's 

• Wooder Ice 

The Flyers also awarded 10 additional businesses with access to a 
hospitality suite at a game this season to utilize as a networking tool with 
exiting or potential clients. Those businesses were: Krupansky Fencing, 
Careda’s Caribbean Cuisine, Revcarto, BTC Envelopes & Printing, A&I 
Security, Philly Games, Rosales Communications, Salvadore 
Enterprises, City Hydration, and Scannicchios Restaurant. 

“The Philadelphia Flyers are more than a hockey team — we’re an 
institution in this city — and we’re committed to giving back, especially 
during challenging times like the past two years,” said Valerie Camillo, 
the Flyers’ president of business operations. 

“The Flyers organization has an incredible platform from which we can 
make a real difference in local communities, and this program has 
provided a real boost to local small businesses who need some help. 
Seeing the excitement on the faces of this year’s winners is so 
rewarding, and it’s a reminder of how much of an impact we can make in 
Philly and throughout the region.” 

The winners include three-Black owned businesses (Beverly Shakur 
Catering, Human Resources on the Move, Lou and Choo’s), two-female 
owned business (Devil’s Creek Brewery and Human Resources on the 
Move), and two Hispanic-owned businesses (Wooder Ice and Lou and 
Choo’s). 

“This year’s Hometown Assist winners represent an amazing, diverse 
collection of businesses that mean so much to our city and the entire 
region. We work every day to make a positive impact in our communities, 
and this program has made an incredible difference for so many local 
businesses and the families they support” said Joe Meade, the team’s 
vice president of community relations and government affairs. 

Businesses were selected based on their community service efforts, the 
impact of COVID-19 on their businesses, and the potential for growth 
with increased assets. 

To learn more about the Flyers Hometown Assist program or any of the 
businesses that were selected, see the full release here. 
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Commend the captain, Giroux doesn't have just his future in mind with 
trade call 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Claude Giroux cares deeply about the Flyers. 

He cares about the players that came before him, the ones that have 
played alongside him and those that will come after him. 

A difficult decision is ahead for Giroux's future but also the Flyers' future. 
Deep down, what's next here matters to the 34-year-old captain, even if it 
may not include him. 

The reality of an all-time great Flyer closing in on his final Philadelphia 
chapter felt prevalent Wednesday. 
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Giroux, amid the Flyers' injury-ravaged, 15-24-9 state, met with the 
media as the March 21 trade deadline looms about a month and a week 
away. Giroux is playing at a high level in the final year of an eight-year, 
$66.2 million contract and still looking for a Stanley Cup. His deal has a 
full no-move clause. General manager Chuck Fletcher is set to 
"aggressively retool" the Flyers, a byproduct of a second straight season 
falling well short of expectations. 

A trade could theoretically behoove both parties in their next chapters, a 
realization that may be setting in through the losses and frustration. 

For now, though, Giroux's immediate focus is on the Flyers. After all, 
before the trading cutoff, the club still has 14 games, one of which will be 
Giroux's 1,000th of his career, just four days prior to deadline day. 

"To be honest, I haven't talked to Chuck yet about any of this," Giroux 
said. "I'm sure we will at one point. But right now, I'm committed to this 
team, start winning some hockey games and keep working as a team 
here." 

Fletcher has been in communication with Giroux's representation Pat 
Brisson, one of the premier agents in the game. That communication will 
only continue. As Fletcher said last month, ultimately, "it’ll be Claude’s 
decision." 

And, ultimately, Fletcher would do right by his captain if Giroux waives 
his no-move clause. The Flyers and Giroux hold each in high regard. 

"The organization here, it's been great for me for the last 14 years," 
Giroux said. "They treated me the right way, I had a chance to play with a 
lot of great players, had great coaches. It's an honor to have been a Flyer 
this long." 

Giroux is the city's longest-tenured active athlete, going back to 2008 
before the Phillies won the World Series that fall. He's second on the 
Flyers' all-time lists in points (895), assists (606) and games played 
(988), trailing only franchise icon Bob Clarke in those categories. 

He has shown impressive durability and longevity. He had a 102-point 
season at age 30 and has been the Flyers' best player this season. Since 
2010-11, Giroux ranks fourth in the NHL in both points (821) and games 
(862). However, in that 12-year span, the Flyers have won only three 
playoff series. 

"Whether it's on the ice, off the ice, comes to even small stuff, he's the 
guy that hates losing," Ivan Provorov said Wednesday. "That's our 
mentality. Hopefully everyone on this team is going to be able to feel that, 
buy into that and live that. We'll get healthy and everyone gets on the 
same page and plays by that, we'll be able to win more games and get to 
the level where we want to get to. 

"You play for your teammates. Whether it's someone that's in their first 
year playing their fifth, 10th game or it's someone like G playing in his 
14th, 15th season with the Flyers, that's just how you should be as a 
teammate." 

Following an active offseason by Fletcher, the Flyers' 2021-22 season 
suddenly derailed after a promising 6-2-2 start. The club has suffered two 
historic skids of 10 or more losses in a row and a staggering number of 
injuries to critical pieces. In Tuesday night's 5-4 overtime loss to the 
Penguins, the Flyers were missing 10 players.  

"I've never seen that many injuries," Giroux said. "When the season 
started, Chuck did some great moves in the summer, we had a good 
start to the season, everything was going great and then injuries started. 
It's been a tough couple of months." 

When Giroux made his NHL debut with the Flyers, he was a 20-year-old 
kid. He now has a family with his wife Ryanne and their two sons Gavin 
and Palmer. 

As Giroux mulls his future in Philadelphia, it's not just business. 

It's family, too. 

"There's a lot that comes into play and that's a big one for sure," Giroux 
said. "Like I said, I haven't had a chance to talk to Chuck. Obviously we 
have a lot of things to talk about — what's best for the Flyers' 
organization, what's best for me and we'll just go from there." 

Everyone can respect that lead. 
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The Athletic / What went wrong for the U.S. women’s hockey team? 5 
questions after the gold medal game 

 

By Shayna Goldman and Sean Gentille Feb 17, 2022  

 

There are plenty of questions we could ask about Canada’s 3-2 win over 
the United States in the gold medal game of the Olympic women’s 
hockey tournament. 

Is this the best version of Team Canada anyone has ever seen? 

Is Marie-Philip Poulin the best player in the history of the sport? 

Does any rivalry, in any sport, deliver on its promise so consistently? 

Those are fine. They’re also not explicitly about what we saw from Team 
USA on Wednesday night — where they went wrong, what comes next 
— and thus, they are not worth discussing in this space. 

These are the five biggest questions surrounding the U.S. loss and what 
comes next. 

Why was the bench so short? 

Gentille: Shayna told me to start, but she’s being polite here. She’s got 
stuff to say. Just go! Everyone is mad! 

Goldman: I have so many thoughts that it’s hard to know where to start. 
OK, so it’s easy to put blame on coaches, right? I think so many of us 
point the finger behind the bench when something goes wrong. But here, 
we legitimately should — for a bunch of reasons that we literally could all 
see coming. 

Almost every coach will shorten their bench in high-pressure situations, 
which tournaments are made of. But USA did this throughout the Games 
(and earlier, honestly – look at Worlds), and only kicked it up a notch 
when they hit the knockout rounds. So if you’re wondering why this team 
didn’t have enough pop, it’s because they refused to rotate in fresh legs 
even though they had players right there! On the bench! Who could help! 

Gentille: We could throw a dart at the game sheet and probably find a 
problem with whatever number we hit. Kelly Pannek played 5:30 while 
somehow being on ice for three goals, including one where Marie-Philip 
Poulin picked her pocket to start the sequence. Grace Zumwinkle was at 
6:43 despite looking like one of the most dangerous players on the ice. 
Jincy Dunne didn’t play at all. On and on and on and on. 

This is a better question for you: Why, exactly, did this happen? Was it a 
fundamental issue with the roster construction? A bad approach that took 
hold over the last few games? Because beating that team with two and a 
half lines and four defenders was never going to happen. 

Goldman: Look, you can always make the argument that there were 
players snubbed from the initial roster. Goaltender Aerin Frankel sure 
comes to mind. And it’s fair to say USA’s depth wouldn’t stack up to 
Canada’s anyway – Sarah Fillier’s line was the second, after all. But this 
really isn’t a roster-construction problem. This is a coaching problem. 

Asking defenders to play close to 30 minutes — after a sprint of a 
tournament against a team this stacked — was just outright wrong. 
Especially when there was talent that could have eased their workload 
and given the team a more dynamic look. 
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I think Canada shows a really perfect example of what can happen when 
you give a player a better opportunity in Sarah Nurse. She started as a 
fourth liner and was elevated to the first line, and she ended up breaking 
an Olympic record in scoring (18 points) at a single tournament. 
Sometimes you don’t know until you try, and USA had every reason to try 
something different instead of limiting their options. 

What happened with the young players? 

Goldman: Dunne didn’t play a single minute in three straight games. 
Against Czechia would have been the perfect opportunity to play her too, 
when USA finally scored off a shot from the point (Lee Stecklein’s) with 
traffic in front. Deploying a shooting defender to replicate that, since it 
clearly worked, would have been the move. When she wasn’t used then, 
it was very clear that she probably wasn’t going to be moving forward 
despite being an outstanding two-way rover who could have made a 
difference. 

It would have helped to have Caroline Harvey’s strong skating in action 
at any point during these last three games. And like you mentioned, 
Zumwinkle, who was noticeable in her minimal ice time and could have 
been a key source of offense when given the opportunity.  Or Abbey 
Murphy, who played just 1:57 in this last game after standing out against 
Canada in the preliminary round. 

Maybe the logic of having these players on the roster was to get them 
Olympic experience, so when some of the veterans retire – just as a 
handful did after 2018 – it’s not a bunch of first-timers. But holding them 
out of play  – especially when the team was craving a spark in these tight 
games, which they could have provided  – is just bench mismanagement. 

Gentille: When we previewed the game earlier this week, I wanted to 
make a joke about Murphy. She was a treat to watch in the prelims — a 
pain-in-the-ass player, in the best way — and she doesn’t turn 20 until 
April. Then I looked at her ice time over the previous games. Whoops. 
She, uh, hadn’t been playing much. We both mentioned Zumwinkle. You 
mentioned Harvey and Dunne. 

It’s simple enough: If you have that many players — young, old or 
otherwise — that you’re not comfortable actually sending over the 
boards, you’re in deep trouble. And now the future of the program is 
cloudier than before. Hilary Knight, remarkable as she remains, is 32 
years old. Kendall Coyne Schofeld struggled in both Canada games. Lee 
Stecklein nearly retired before the Games. Those are just the players 
wearing letters on their jerseys. 

What happens with Brianna Decker, who broke her ankle in the opening 
game? Why didn’t Abby Roque, as one of the few forwards getting real 
ice time, produce more? What do we make of all the young players 
stapled to the bench? That’s a lot of questions and not many answers. 

Goldman: Flip to Canada for a second. They’re facing similar questions 
with Marie-Philip Poulin, among others. While eventually losing one of 
the greatest players of all time is going to be crushing, they can be 
confident in their future. Twenty-one year old Fillier was one of the best 
players in the tournament, and dubbed as the next ‘MPP.’ Canada 
undoubtedly saw what she could do in the spotlight. Same with 24-year-
old Claire Thompson on defense, whose breakout can instill some 
confidence into the future of the blue line. 

Canada still leaned on their veterans throughout, but their usage wasn’t 
nearly as imbalanced as USA’s. Most importantly, they had a mix of 
players who contributed to their gold medal win this year, while giving 
some insight into what their next “core” can look like at future Worlds and 
Olympic tournaments. 

Was goaltending an issue? 

Gentille: The goaltending decision — Alex Cavallini over Maddie Rooney 
and, to a lesser extent, Nicole Hensley — was always going to loom 
large. Rooney was in net for the 2018 gold medal win but struggled last 
week in a preliminary loss to Canada. Cavallini took over and looked 
strong, particularly against Finland. 

I’m not sure how big a factor it was on Wednesday, though. Cavallini was 
… fine. Sarah Nurse’s goal came off a tip. Marie Philip-Poulin’s second 
goal of the game came on a rebound off a quasi-breakaway. Poulin’s 
first? Probably one Cavallini wants back. She had a clean look. But this 

loss isn’t on her, I don’t think. Two goals wasn’t going to beat this 
Canadian team at any point. 

Goldman: You’re right on that. Cavallini wasn’t perfect, but she isn’t the 
reason that USA lost, either. 

You know, I was surprised that Cavallini became the starter. I’m a broken 
record at this point, but I really thought it was Nicole Hensley’s role to 
lose. But Cavallini ran with the opportunity as the leading goaltender and 
performed well the last couple of games. Seeing as Rooney didn’t have 
the sharpest of starts, including against Canada, I think it could have 
made sense to have Hensley back up in this game. A goalie change isn’t 
always about actual performance, but a way to shake up the team in front 
of the crease – and USA could have used anything to get them going. 

Gentille: That’s a good point. Maybe after that Poulin goal, which made it 
2-0, you throw Hensley in there for a spark. It would’ve been a nice 
option to have. Cavallini’s play in the third justified her spot for me, but 
goaltending always felt like it was going to be an issue, especially with 
Ann-Renée Desbiens getting better each night out. 

Goldman: Pair Desbiens’ play with USA’s lack of finishing … and you 
have the real root of the problem, above their own net. 

When did you know the U.S. was in trouble? 

Gentille: When Decker got hurt. The U.S. losing their A1 superstar — it 
may as well have happened on the way to the rink before the first game 
— was always going to be a major issue. Mix that in with a Canadian 
roster that had, like, a half-dozen Deckers, the goaltending concerns and 
the Americans’ unwillingness or inability to ice more than two-and-a-half 
forward lines, and I had very bad vibes very early in the process. 

Goldman: I think this was always going to be an uphill battle for USA. 
They weren’t trying to get to the top, they were doing something even 
tougher trying to stay at the top knowing they’d have to go through 
Canada’s roster, which is absolutely loaded with skill. Add in the Decker 
injury and it became an uphill battle, in the rain, with bricks on their feet, 
etc., etc. Obviously seeing lopsided scores was impressive at the 
beginning, and you could make the argument that it was encouraging to 
see USA battle adversity and get through those close games. But you 
could also notice how much offense they were generating and compare 
that to how much they were actually finishing. That was one of the 
biggest differences between USA and Canada. And the unwillingness 
that you mentioned to mix in other players with different skill sets who 
could have added some more creativity just crushed them, and it became 
extremely clear after the preliminary games that it was going to bite them. 

Gentille: Maybe it goes back even further. This always was going to be 
something of a rebuild cycle, right? Look at that 2018 roster. There’s a lot 
of names that have disappeared between then and now. That’ll have an 
effect on your depth. 

Goldman: Absolutely. And while they didn’t have 2020 Worlds to 
experiment with their evolving roster, there was a tournament just months 
before these games in 2021. That could have been a good test run to 
really see what they had in some of those new faces, and try to assess 
what this team needs moving forward. It probably wouldn’t have solved 
everything after they lost so many key players from 2018, but it wouldn’t 
have hurt either. 

What is left to say about the power play? 

Goldman: It sucks. OK, your turn. 

Gentille: Ooh, ooh, I have another answer for when I knew the U.S. was 
in trouble: their first power play of the game, midway through the second 
period, when — and don’t quote me on this — they didn’t have a zone 
entry. Whoopsie-daisy. Maybe they can get that fixed before Milano 
Cortina in 2026. 

Goldman: Bold of you to think they’d address an area that they did not 
overhaul after it hurt them at Worlds and the Rivalry Series. There 
obviously isn’t much time to do that during the Olympics, but it should 
have been worked on before the Games. Instead, the PP went 7-for-29  
throughout the tournament and just deflated them on so many occasions. 
While a couple of tweaks were made over the last couple of weeks – 
Dani Cameranesi was shifted to the bumper position for this game, for 
example – they clearly needed so much more than that. Against Canada 
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in particular, their zone entries weren’t clean and it just led to more time 
being ticked off the clock. The U.S. barely spent time in formation until 
that last advantage late in the game, which only lessened their chances 
of scoring. 

And speaking of that last opportunity, while they did break through after a 
6-on-4 goal from Amanda Kessel with 12.5 seconds left in play, it did 
strike me that the coaches didn’t even draw up a play on the timeout 
ahead of that PP. It wasn’t the wrong move to give their best players a 
couple of seconds to rest, but at that crucial of a moment, why not quickly 
strategize to better their chances of scoring as quickly as possible? I’m at 
a loss. 

Gentille: At least you’re not going to let it marinate for four years, riight? 
RIGHT? 

Goldman: I think this is going to be a tough one for everyone, especially 
for those playing their last Olympics. But if Team USA can truly learn 
from this and show some more innovative thinking at Worlds this summer 
(remember, there’s going to be a Women’s World Championship in an 
Olympic year, finally!), then something positive can come from it in a 
way. 

Here’s the thing. We keep talking about how much women’s hockey is 
growing, pointing to the strides other teams competing in this tournament 
have taken. Those teams are going to keep improving, making this a 
more competitive field. Even though USA has a stronger base than most, 
they have to grow with them – and now’s the time to do it as this new 
core starts taking over.  
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Sizing up the NHL market after Tyler Toffoli 
trade 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Why Brad Treliving got out in front of the trade deadline 

• What Chicago's GM hire may say about Patrick Kane's future 

• Sam Reinhart's second life in Florida 

Jaromir Jagr turned 50 today. He’s going to be in the Hall of Fame. Not 
exactly a bold prediction, a total slam dunk. 

Fun conversation: Should he be there now? 

Jagr’s last NHL game was Dec, 31, 2017, playing 11:49 for Calgary in a 
4-3 overtime win over Chicago. Four weeks later, he was put on waivers 
at his request. Once cleared, he joined Kladno, where his professional 
career began in 1988-89. He bought the team from his father in 2011 and 
still plays for them. 

When Jagr returned, they were a level below the Czech Extraliga, the 
country’s best tier. He’s got them there now, where Kladno’s trying to 
avoid relegation. He’s been injured and missed nine of their 44 games, 
but there’s no question his presence, will and desire to make a difference 
is impactful. 

It’s meaningful to him and another amazing accomplishment in a career 
full of them. 

Remaining Time -2:46 

Top 10 Jaromir Jagr career goals 

We’re taking about the Hockey Hall of Fame, not the NHL Hall of Fame. 
That matters. Jagr’s still going, not eligible for induction because he 
needs to be retired for three seasons. There’ve been exceptions, 10 
greats inducted without the mandatory waiting period: Dit Clapper, 
Maurice Richard, Ted Lindsay, Red Kelly, Terry Sawchuk, Jean Beliveau, 
Gordie Howe, Bobby Orr, Mario Lemieux and Wayne Gretzky. 

After Gretzky’s retirement and immediate induction, the Board of 
Directors eliminated the ability to waive that three-year wait. Every once 
in a while, the boundaries are tested. 

In June 2015, Chris Pronger was named to the Hall even though he was 
still under contract to the Arizona Coyotes for two more years. Due to 
injury, Pronger had not played a game since Nov. 19, 2011. And he 
never returned. 

“At times, there have been discussions (about unique cases),” Mike 
Gartner, chairman of the selection committee, said Tuesday. “That was 
one where we asked for clarification.” 

There are two recent post-induction careers. Guy Lafleur was inducted in 
1988, returning for 165 games from 1988-91; Mario Lemieux returning for 
170 from 2000-06 after being inducted in 1997. 

“What it comes down to is, do you want someone who is in the Hall of 
Fame playing hockey?” Gartner said, before indicating Jagr’s situation 
has at least been informally discussed. 

“What if you’re like an owner-slash-marketing-guy carrying sticks and still 
going? You’re not really retired. It falls into the same category. You 
haven’t stopped playing pro hockey.” 

Then, Gartner paused and laughed. 

“So when Jaromir decides to retire at 65, we’ll look at him when he’s 68." 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. I really don’t like doing this, but it’s too juicy not to pursue. On a 
potential Marc-Andre Fleury/Vegas reunion, Golden Knights GM Kelly 
McCrimmon: “No truth to it.” 

2. One team to watch if and when Claude Giroux talks get serious: 
Florida. No guarantees, but it makes a lot of sense for everyone involved. 

3. Philadelphia deployed operatives to watch both the Avalanche and the 
AHL Colorado Eagles last week. That signals Philadelphia’s priority isn’t 
necessarily a first-round draft pick, but a prospect who is ready to 
compete at the NHL level. It fits with what GM Chuck Fletcher and 
Comcast Spectacor Chairman and CEO Dave Scott said last month: that 
the Flyers want to be right back in the thick of things next season. One 
player I could see Philly liking is not in either of those two places: 
defenceman Drew Helleson from NCAA Boston College, currently 
competing at the Olympics. He was taken 47th overall in 2019, a real 
nice pick by the Avalanche. 

Remaining Time -2:38 

Flyers governor Scott apologizes to fans, and gives GM Fletcher a vote 
of confidence 

4. Giroux, by the way, ranks second in the NHL in faceoff percentage 
among righties. Patrice Bergeron is first (63.3 per cent), then Giroux 
(60.5). That hasn’t gone unnoticed. This is, of course, if you remove Filip 
Forsberg’s 1.000 number for winning his only attempt of the season. 
(Forsberg should refuse to take any more.) 

5. The Tyler Toffoli trade/Ben Chiarot temporary injury got the trade 
juices flowing. On the Jeff Marek radio show, Calgary GM Brad Treliving 
said he’d tried to get the winger twice before: as a draft pick in 2010 
(Treliving was in Phoenix at the time) and when Los Angeles made him 
available, eventually sending him to Vancouver. 

At that draft, the Coyotes took Brandon Gormley 13th and Mark Visentin 
27th. They had another pick at 52, but the Kings took Toffoli five 
selections earlier. Giroux is the best offensive player available, but that 
option wasn’t available to the Flames. Toffoli fits them very nicely -- two 
years more on his deal, friendship with Milan Lucic, knowledge of Darryl 
Sutter. When you’ve got a good hand in poker, you can milk it or drive 
people out of the game. Calgary chose option B. They’re in it to win it, 
that’s what you do. 

Remaining Time -6:46 

Breaking down the Toffoli trade from Flames and Canadiens’ 
perspectives 
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6. As conversations intensified Sunday, there was a point where Calgary 
talked about both Toffoli and Chiarot. It seems likely the Canadiens can 
maximize return by trading them separately, but those discussions 
occurred. The injury shouldn’t scare anyone off, although it may 
accelerate things. Carolina, Florida, Los Angeles, St. Louis among the 
pursuers. 

7. Another reason Toffoli might be more valuable now? Is there any 
chance Dallas looks at Joe Pavelski, 38th in the NHL with 1.04 points per 
game, and says, “Why don’t we keep him?” 

8. Washington’s looking for forwards. They’re going to be eying at the 
Pacific Northwest. Several potential matches in Seattle and Vancouver. 

9. When it comes to Toronto, I still think the question is if they can clear 
cap room. They’re trying to move Nick Ritchie, since there’s no path back 
to the NHL for him barring injury or until the cap disappears in the 
playoffs. There is interest, but a buyout next season is only $300,000 
against the cap so the Maple Leafs are pointing out retaining anything 
more than that doesn’t make sense for them. Remember: they also made 
Justin Holl and Travis Dermott available early in the season. Can they 
create any flexibility? I’m not convinced yet Toronto does a big rental on 
defence. Maybe the best depth defender they can find for what they 
need. 

10. A couple people told me Chicago, at one point, indicated it was 
thinking of interviewing something like 20 people for the GM job. I don’t 
think that’s still the case, but it sounds like there’s at least one more 
interview this week. This is going to be interesting. There’s definitely a 
push for “non-traditional.” Ultimately will be interesting to see who makes 
the final call. 

11. I found Patrick Kane’s comments about the GM search to be pretty 
interesting. Asked by The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus if he wanted to have a 
voice with the new GM, Kane replied, “You know a lot about the league. 
So I think it’d be smart to lean on players, whether you’re asking about 
other guys in the league or guys on your team. It’s definitely something 
that I feel management can lean on, and (I’d) be happy to give answers if 
they ask.” 

I don’t feel that players should have anything close to decision-making 
power, but I’ve never understood why a manager wouldn’t ask their best 
players or leaders for insight. When St. Louis won the Stanley Cup in 
2019, one of the things they talked about as being important to their 
organization was having people in the front office like Al MacInnis, who 
would ask, “How is this going to play out in our room?” GM Doug 
Armstrong wouldn’t make his decisions based on that, but he sure made 
it part of the process. 

Recent changes in Montreal and Vancouver were made with some eye 
on, “How can we make our atmosphere better?” In Anaheim, GM search 
committee members Paul Kariya and Scott Niedermayer definitely 
brought a players’ perspective to the conversation. Pat Verbeek’s put in 
the work for a long time and deserves the opportunity, but, at heart, he’ll 
always be a player. This is not for everyone; Mats Sundin would always 
get really angry if you intoned that he went to management about moves 
or linemates -- but Kane would like to be involved on some level. He 
stood up for Dylan Strome, who was on the trade block earlier this 
season. The thing that’s particularly interesting about Kane is he’s 16 
months from unrestricted free agency, and the Blackhawks have been 
asked if they would ever consider trading him. So, part of me watches 
this and wonders if in any way how this plays out foretells his future in 
Chicago. 

12. Tomas Hertl made it pretty clear to San Jose: he wants term. He’s 
going to find out this week or next how the Sharks feel about it. 

13. Looming over San Jose’s cap situation is Evander Kane’s appeal. 
Doesn’t sound like that will be heard before the trade deadline. I’ve been 
told by several people it shouldn’t affect Hertl talks, but this isn’t expected 
to be settled by March 21. 

14. Some other names to WATCH: We’ve focused a lot on Nick Paul in 
Ottawa, shouldn’t forget Zach Sanford, too. Definitely feelers for what the 
Senators are thinking. 

15. I’ve always liked Johan Larsson. He’s never played an NHL playoff 
game in Buffalo or Arizona, but think his approach would translate well. 

He won’t be back until after the deadline due to sports hernia surgery, but 
have heard his name out there. Arbitration-eligible Christian Fischer too. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

16. When Florida signed OHL Barrie’s Mack Guzda as a free-agent, it led 
to some speculation about Spencer Knight’s future. I don’t think those 
two moves correlate. Guzda needs time, he’s a couple of years from NHL 
readiness. If Knight was to be in some blockbuster, it wouldn’t be 
because of this acquisition. 

17. I think there was at least one other team considering Edmonton’s 
Dave Manson as an NHL assistant before he was promoted from AHL 
Bakersfield with Jay Woodcroft. 

18. In the short term under Woodcroft, very noticeable how much more 
the Oilers are trying to aggressively defend their blue line. 

19. Nikita Soshnikov, who played 87 NHL games for Toronto and St. 
Louis from 2015-2019, would like to return to the NHL next season. He’s 
playing for Avangard Omsk in the KHL. Playoffs start in that league right 
after the Olympics. 

20. New lease on life in Florida for Sam Reinhart. Point-a-game player, 
44 in 44. He now has 339 career points, 221 behind father Paul — who 
played 648 games for Atlanta (Flames, not Thrashers), Calgary and 
Vancouver. When he catches Paul, how soon does he brag about it to 
his dad? “The moment it happens,” he laughed. “I’ve thought about it. 
The moment it happens.” 

Reinhart says he has “no hard feelings the way everything turned out” 
with Buffalo. He had some control over his future, getting closer to 
unrestricted free agency at the time of the trade, but the Sabres could 
have sent him anywhere. He’s clearly glad the Panthers were the 
destination, returning from break this week with tasty morsels in Carolina 
and Minnesota. As he reaches 500 NHL games, the first playoff action of 
his career awaits. How much does everyone in that room hate the 
Lightning? “Quite a bit, I feel like every team should hate the Lightning” 
with all the success they’ve had. 

21. Reinhart won gold with Team Canada at the 2016 World 
Championships in Russia. As he went through security for the flight 
home, his wallet and passport disappeared. “It’s a mystery to this day,” 
he said, thanking Scott Salmond, Hockey Canada’s Vice-President of 
Hockey Operations and then-manager of Hockey Operations Bayne 
Pettinger (now a player agent) for getting him home. “The amount of 
strings they pulled and the amount of hair they lost getting me out of 
there safely and relatively quickly was pretty impressive.” It was done in 
15 hours, and could have been a lot worse. So there might be someone 
out there pretending to be Sam Reinhart? “They could be anywhere 
really. I hear those Western passports are a pretty hot commodity on the 
black market.” 

22. One of the subjects we discussed with Reinhart was pre-draft 
interviews. He remembered the Islanders having three or four people in 
the room, while others had 15-20, “try to intimidate you, see how you 
handle the situation.” I brought up one team that used to ask if a player 
preferred to be Batman or Robin, and wondered what type of response 
could honestly be expected. “All I’ll say about it is that the kid who 
chooses Robin in that situation, I want to know how he got to that 
conclusion,” he laughed. Have to agree. 

Remaining Time -2:13 

Reinhart completes fifth career hat trick against Blue Jackets 

23. Fifty per cent capacity in Toronto for Sidney Crosby and the Penguins 
on Thursday, (Or is it Brian Burke and the Penguins? Sometimes I 
forget.) Selfishly, I’d like Crosby to wait to score number 500 until 
Thursday. Why I don’t like my odds: Tuesday’s game is at home and you 
know he’d love to do it for those fans, plus he hates the Flyers like any 
good Penguin should. One former teammate said that when then-
Philadelphia coach Peter Laviolette proclaimed Giroux “the best player in 
the world,” Crosby “went absolutely snakey.” It wasn’t about Crosby’s 
ego, it was that the Penguins lost to the Flyers in that series during a 
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tough point in Crosby’s career. The player joked that at that point, he 
thought Pittsburgh would never lose to Philadelphia again. 

24. Weird total outlier stat: Connor Hellebuyck on the second-half of 
back-to-backs (where he played the first game) has allowed six goals on 
110 shots. Winnipeg has five of a possible six points in them, and he’s 
outperformed the previous day’s totals. 

25. One coach read last week’s notes about Pavel Zacha no longer 
taking as many face-offs and made a comparison to Sam Bennett 
moving from Calgary to Florida. Bennett’s draws taken dropped in 
Calgary from a high of 811 in his second season, they’re on the way back 
up in Florida. It comes down to what others plan for you, sometimes. 

26. Really want to see Devon Levi at the Olympics. Matt Tomkins 
grabbed the goal heading into the quarterfinals and earned it. Was 
hoping to see Levi on this stage. 

27. One Canadian junior free agent to WATCH: OHL Hamilton’s Nathan 
Staios. Got the good bloodlines (father Steve played 1,001 NHL games), 
but having a strong overage year for the Bulldogs. He’s been a 
controlled-exit and -entry machine. 

28. Won’t turn out this way, but, at one point, there was an idea to make 
the seating capacity at Arizona State’s new hockey arena 4,242 — in 
honour of the late Pat Tillman. Tillman wore that number when he played 
for the Sun Devils. Totally understand why some things can’t work out 
certain ways, but was a unique thought. 

29. Busy couple of days for the NHL and NHLPA. Brad Marchand appeal 
on Wednesday, World Cup meeting on Thursday. Marchand’s first 
appeal is with Commissioner Gary Bettman. If he doesn’t like that result, 
he can go to an independent arbitrator. Bettman has decreased 
suspensions on three occasions: Jason Spezza from six to four earlier 
this season; Raffi Torres from 25 to 21 in 2012; and Daniel Carcillo from 
10 to six in 2014. He also has the right, if he so chooses, to increase a 
suspension, but I can’t find an example of him doing that. There were 
rumours he would have done so with Matt Cooke’s 2014 playoffs kneeing 
suspension, but the winger did not appeal. 

30. What a night Wednesday will be. Grudge match of 
Minnesota/Winnipeg; two of the NHL’s best teams, Florida/Carolina; 
Toffoli's second game with the Flames against Anaheim; Jack Eichel 
returns for Colorado/Vegas — which isn’t even close to being the biggest 
rivalry of the night. That’s Canada/USA for the women’s Olympic Gold 
Medal. Don’t call, don’t text, don’t even bother. My house could be the 
epicentre of an earthquake and I won’t notice. Or care. 

31. On Eichel: I’m excited for this, but I’m also a bit nervous. A couple of 
weeks ago, someone called me to stand up for Buffalo’s doctors. 
Obviously, I felt strongly that Eichel deserved to have the treatment he 
wanted, and we interviewed his surgeon to make the case on our 
podcast. Some people thought we were biased on his behalf, others 
didn’t. That’s life, but it’s how I stood. 

The person who reached out said Buffalo’s doctors were just never 100 
per cent that the disc replacement could hold up to surgery, and they 
shouldn’t be blamed for not approving something they weren’t 
comfortable with — which is fair. Eichel, I understand, became incredibly 
frustrated because he was led to believe there would be approval, which 
never came. (There was also the intense heat between team and player.) 
Whatever you believe, we know we’re heading into unchartered territory 
with the disc replacement. I’m really rooting for it to work. For his health 
(and Tyler Johnson’s, who underwent the same procedure). If this can 
become a better option than a spinal fusion, it’s a good thing. 

32. Thank you to “Jeff Marek radio show with Jeff Marek” producer Matt 
Marchese for forwarding Marek’s Bingo Card: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canada’s old-school NHL approach falls short against 
Sweden, ending medal hopes 

 

Paul D. Grant  

 

Canada’s surprisingly effective use of its old-school approach fell just 
short of success in a heartbreaking 2-0 quarterfinal loss to Sweden at the 
2022 Beijing Olympic Winter Games at the National Indoor Stadium on 
Wednesday. 

Sweden now advances to a semifinal to play for a shot at a medal 
against Russia on Friday. 

Here’s what you need to know about the Canada-Sweden quarterfinal 
game. 

Follow the hockey action from Beijing 

We have all the scores, schedules and standings from the Olympic 
women's and men's hockey tournaments. Don't miss a minute of the 
action as Canada attempts to return to the top of the podium 

Women's tournament 

| Men's tournament 

| Full Olympic coverage 

| Medal table 

1. Speed not necessarily the ticket 

The initial thought after the preliminary round was that Canada was too 
slow, old and big to be able to play the speed the modern game has 
thankfully embraced. 

And when you think Swedish hockey, you probably think open-ice speed, 
clean passes and, generally, lots of flow. So, hopes were not high for 
Canada heading into this game, especially when its efforts in two games 
against tournament weakling China were not exactly overwhelming. 

But we sometimes forget that some of the best grinders in the NHL are 
from Sweden (see: Patric Hörnqvist). And Sweden – built for this 
tournament with Canada in mind, oddly, with some skilled players left at 
home – brought the grind, which, combined with smart positioning and 
disciplined, aggressive man-on-man coverage, resulted in a very tight 
matchup in which one mistake would be the difference. 

“Biggest thing is they clog up the ice really well,” Canada’s Landon 
Ferraro said during the second intermission, with the score 0-0. 

Canada GM Shane Doan – parachuted into the big gig after the NHLers 
withdrew – seemingly built his team with his playing days in mind, 
recruiting lots of size and lots of, uh, experience. Ten years ago, good 
call. Today, not so much. When Daniel Winnik, a beast of a penalty killer 
in his prime, is still killing penalties for you when he’s 36, it feels like 
you’re counting too much on the wayback machine. 

Because in this day and age, even on the NHL-size rink the Olympics are 
held on, there’s a need for speed. There’s a thrill with skill. Against a fast 
and talented and cocky team like the United States, that’s never a good 
matchup, as we saw in Canada’s 4-2 loss. 

But a funny thing happened on Canada’s way to irrelevance: Meeting a 
similarly constructed foe used to the bump and grind gave Canada a 
chance. And, as it turned out, it was the team that could grind the best 
that came out on top. 

2. Canada got the goaltending it needed 

When a goalie is at the top of his game, he knows where the puck is at 
all times, he wants the shot, he squares up to the puck every time, he 
tucks himself under the crossbar when the play is at his feet, he’s yelling 
at guys on the ice, he sweeps his crease during stoppages, he pats his 
defenceman on the butt with his stick, whatever his twitch is, he’s 
embracing it. Think Patrick Roy talking to his posts or Braden Holtby 
watching the water droplets squirt out of his water bottle. 

Crucially, Canada’s Matt Tomkins had that going on in the game against 
Sweden. He wasn’t exactly winking at the Swedes, but it was obvious he 
was in the zone: rebounds were not kicked out into the slot, he didn’t 
wince when shots were taken, he didn’t look behind him if a shot missed 
the net, he aggressively challenged the shooter when the need arose. 
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And he made a lot of big saves, and can’t be faulted for the result. 

Confidence is such an intangible for goalies, no secret there, and it’s 
always tough to quantify. But you could see it in Tomkins’ game. A likely 
big reason for that is, as a top goalie in the Swedish Elite League with 
Frolunda, Tomkins was familiar with at least nine of the Swedes. Goalies 
are many things, but forgetful when it comes to shooters is not one of 
them. 

Tomkins, who was tested early and often in the elimination game against 
China, turned aside Sweden time and time again, notably against Anton 
Lander and Pontus Holmberg with the score at 0-0 in the second. 

Swedish goalie Lars Johansson, meanwhile, hadn’t played in a week, but 
he was equally up to the task even though not as seriously tested. 

3. Line combo confusion 

Just before the game, Canada suffered a blow with the news that it would 
be without high-energy forward Ben Street and minute-muncher 
defenceman Alex Grant, two fairly significant changes to the lineup. 
Ferraro came in for his tournament debut, replacing the injured Street on 
the energy/third line, playing mostly alongside Kent Johnson and Eric 
O’Dell. 

Other changes saw Josh Ho-Sang, who started the tournament on the 
top line with Mason McTavish and Eric Staal, initially drop all the way 
down the lineup to be listed as the extra forward. Jack McBain moved 
into Ho-Sang’s slot to open the game. But Ho-Sang, seemingly getting 
the message, found himself back on the top line at certain points during 
the game, even during the power play. In tight games such as this, the 
most offensively talented players are going to get a shot – or are going to 
be on the ice when you’re scored against. 

These change-on-the-fly line combos would be the norm for Canada 
throughout the game. 

While in the NHL, coach Claude Julien was never one to leave his line 
combinations for an entire period, let alone an entire game, but his 
constant tinkering here spoke volumes. Essentially, he wasn’t happy with 
how Canada looked and made adjustments to improve throughout the 
game, desperate to spur the offence. 

This tinkering seemed to unsettle the Canadians in the third period, as 
the players were consistently hemmed in their own zone by the 
aggressive forechecking of Sweden. Getting out of the rhythm led to the 
goal with the costly turnover in the third and limited Canada to five shots 
on goal in the final frame. 

How to watch Canada go for gold 

With a gold medal on the line, the next chapter in the storied rivalry 
between the Canadian and American women's hockey teams will be 
written on the Olympic stage. Here's how to watch the game on 
Sportsnet. 

| Watch on Sportsnet, starting at 11 p.m. ET 

| Stream on SN NOW, starting at 11 p.m. ET 

4. Reasons Canada lost vs. Sweden 

• Previously successful power play didn’t take advantage of opportunities 

• Poor discipline by former NHLers 

• Not enough offensive chances by Mason McTavish, Eric Staal, Josh 
Ho-Sang 

• Line combos struggled to get into a rhythm in the third period with the 
score 0-0 

5. Random bits of information you should know 

Owen Power, the Buffalo Sabres’ top pick from 2021 continued to 
establish himself as the top defenceman not in the NHL, seeing lots of 
action and getting the shoulder tap for key moments. His passing could 
use a little work, but his poise with the puck, especially when under 
pressure down low in his own zone, continues to be impressive. Sabres 
fans are surely counting down the days until they can see him in the navy 
blue and gold. … Both Canada and Sweden lost to Germany in the 2018 

PyeongChang Winter Games, Sweden losing in the elimination round 
and Canada in a semifinal. … On-ice officials were evenly split between 
the United States and Russia: Referees from were from the U.S. and 
Russia; linesmen were from the U.S. and Russia as well. … The 
favoured United States squad was upset 3-2 by Slovakia, who scored 
late to tie it, in a shootout. Finland will face Slovakia in the semifinals 
after a 5-1 win over Switzerland. Russia advanced with a 3-1 win over 
upstart Denmark, which was playing in its first Olympics. Semifinals go 
Thursday night and Friday morning. 

Descriptive scoring summary 

FIRST PERIOD 

No scoring. 

SECOND PERIOD 

No scoring. 

THIRD PERIOD 

10:15 – Sweden, Lucas Wallmark, jumping on a bad turnover, wrist shot 
from the hash marks, gets speed up, deflects off defenceman’s stick, top 
shelf past Tomkins 

18:10 – Sweden, Anton Lander, grabbed loose puck forced by 
aggressive forechecking with Tomkins pulled, empty net 
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TSN.CA / Red-hot Marner preps for challenge against gold standard 
Crosby 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at the Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Mitch Marner was at home with his parents back in 2010 when Sidney 
Crosby scored the golden goal at the Vancouver Olympics.  

"Watching on the couch like everyone else," Marner recalled. "Went nuts 
when that went in. Just a lot of joy." 

Marner had hoped to play alongside Crosby in Beijing at this year's 
Winter Games. Instead, he and Crosby will face off on Thursday night 
when the Penguins visit Toronto.  

In the last month (since Jan. 15), no two players have produced more 
points than Marner and Crosby. Marner has racked up 11 goals and 11 
assists in 11 games. Crosby has recorded nine goals and 13 assists in 
14 games.  

On Tuesday night, the Penguins captain scored his 500th career goal in 
the NHL. Asked about Crosby's incredible run, Marner isn't sure where to 
start.   

"There's a lot to think of," the Leafs winger said. "It's a crazy career." 

More than any one accomplishment, it's Crosby's ability to maintain his 
greatness that stands out to Toronto's young stars.  

"Even as time goes by he just produces every single night and on both 
sides of the puck," observed Auston Matthews. "He's been the face of the 
league, a generational player for so long." 

When the Penguins and Leafs last played in November in Toronto, 
Matthews and Marner got matched up against Crosby. Pittsburgh's top 
line outscored Toronto's top trio 1-0 in what ended up as a 2-0 win for the 
visitors. Per NaturalStatTrick.com, shots favoured the Penguins 5-0 when 
Crosby shared the ice with Matthews and Marner in five-on-five play 
(nearly eight minutes). 
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"There's a lot of skill he brings to the game, a lot of plays he brings," 
Marner said. "You can't really take a shift off. You just got to try and 
make him work for his offence."  

"His IQ stands out a lot, just how smart he is," added Matthews. "He's 
probably at the top of the list at being able to shield guys off and use his 
edges and create space for himself to make plays. He's been doing that 
since he came in the league and it hasn't gone away or slowed down at 
all." 

Crosby has put up some gaudy numbers against the Leafs in his career 
with 28 goals and 35 assists in 46 games. The production has slowed a 
bit in the Matthews-Marner era as Crosby has six goals and five assists 
in 12 games against Toronto since the 2016-17 season opened. 

    History was made. 

    The game was won. 

    And gifts were given. 

    Congratulations on 500 NHL goals, Sid! 

    Enjoy that offseason trip to St Andrews, Scotland, courtesy of your 
teammates and ownership. pic.twitter.com/UXYKW5YGHG 

    — Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 16, 2022 

---  

John Tavares has played 915 regular season games since breaking into 
the NHL in 2009, including 51 against the Penguins. For him, Crosby is 
the gold standard. 

"He's definitely been the best player I've played against in my career," 
Tavares said. "As well-prepared and as focused and determined as any 
player out there." 

Tavares is impressed with how Crosby, who will turn 35 in August, 
manages to stay ahead of the hockey curve.  

"The game's changed and he continues to find ways to be productive and 
successful," said Tavares, who played with Crosby at the 2014 Olympics 
and 2016 World Cup.  

This season, Tavares appreciates how Crosby overcame a tough start to 
get rolling again.  

"He had an injury he had to deal with and then dealt with the [COVID] 
virus and being out and just having to get back into rhythm and find his 
game and it's not always easy to do," Tavares said. "It was his wrist, 
which obviously affects a player of his skill-set significantly, and he just 
continues to find ways to get better." 

Crosby had two points in his first seven games. He is now up to 46 points 
in 38 games this season.  

"You have to be at your best to play against him," Tavares concluded.  

'Definitely the best player I've played': Leafs respect Crosby's 
consistency 

Ahead of Thursday night's matchup against the Penguins and Sidney 
Crosby, who is coming off career goal No. 500, John Tavares calls 
Crosby the best player he's ever played against, while Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner discuss how much of a challenge No. 87 has been to 
contain on the ice throughout his career. 

--- 

After a slow start to the season, Marner seems to be at his best right 
now. The latest example came on Monday night as he made an 
incredible drop pass to set up a David Kampf tap-in goal against the 
Seattle Kraken.  

"He's got eyes in the back of his head," Tavares said. "It's a hell of a play 
especially in that situation being shorthanded." 

"It is special," agreed coach Sheldon Keefe. "That is really all you can 
say about that. To sense or know that he is there but then to still, under 
that level of pressure, execute a play of that level, that's special." 

Marner pulled off the same move during his junior career with the London 
Knights in the Ontario Hockey League. When did he know he'd be going 
back into his bag of tricks against Seattle?  

"Probably by the blue line when I touched it and realized it was a semi 
breakaway," Marner said. "As soon as I felt the defender on my hip I 
knew I could pull it to my backhand and still get it back to Dave in time. 
By the top of the circles, I tried to look back and see if he was still coming 
with me and realized he was and from that point on tried to bring the d-
man and the goalie with me and leave it there for Dave." 

    THEY TOOK THE BAIT!   pic.twitter.com/Xh4BfJ1WSk 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 15, 2022 

The move didn't come as a surprise for Marner's teammates.  

"I think most of us on the bench saw it coming just knowing the player he 
is," said Matthews. "It was a really nice play to draw in the defender." 

Asked if he's coached players smarter than Marner, Keefe said "probably 
not." 

"Sometimes you coach really smart players, but they don't have the 
abilities to really act on that intelligence," Keefe said, "so there's a gap 
there. You have a player who has both and you end up with Mitch 
Marner."  

Matthews on Marner's jaw-dropping assist: 'Most of us on the bench saw 
it coming' 

After a jaw-dropping assist against the Kraken Monday night, Auston 
Matthews says he and the Leafs saw it coming while watching from the 
bench, while John Tavares and Sheldon Keefe praise Marner's creative 
play-making ability on the ice. 

--- 

Matthews and Marner boast incredible vision and skill, but more and 
more have incorporated grit into their games. With the Leafs leading 4-1 
on Monday night, Matthews didn't hesitate to get in front of a Vince Dunn 
shot.  

"It means a lot," said Marner of the play. "We take a lot of pride in our D-
zone. We really do. That's something everyone is seeing a lot more of 
now."  

"That's kind of been a key for us lately," said Matthews, who's riding an 
eight-game point streak. "We've been a lot better defensively and I think 
it's helped us create more offensively and just have the puck a little bit 
more." 

Matthews leads all Leafs forwards in blocked shots this season. The 6-
foot-3 Arizona native is adept at getting his body in the way when 
needed.  

    Matthews gets in the shooting lane and blocks the shot 
pic.twitter.com/Wi4ljxlcvR 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 15, 2022 

"You never really want to soak a shot like that, but sometimes you have 
to," Matthews said. 

"He kind of takes it on the side a little bit and you don't love to see that," 
said Keefe. "Usually he fronts it pretty good and takes them right into the 
meat of the shin pad. That's something I've come to expect from him as a 
centre down there ... I don't question Auston's willingness to get in front 
of shots and block shots. It speaks to the mindset of our team."  

The Matthews block led to a light-hearted moment after the game with 
linemate Michael Bunting, who is known for his hard-nosed approach.  

"The great thing about that whole sequence is after the game we were 
just making fun of Bunts for not wanting to go in the lane and making 
Matts eat it," Marner said with a grin. "So, some good comedy there." 

Marner explains why Matthews' shot block created some 'good comedy' 
post-game 

Mitch Marner explains why Auston Matthews' blocked shot Monday night 
against the Kraken created some "good comedy" after the game at the 
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expense of Michael Bunting, while the Leafs explain what it means to the 
club to see the superstar putting his body on the line despite the team 
holding a 4-1 lead in that moment. 

--- 

In the third period of Monday's game, the Leafs split up Jake Muzzin and 
Justin Holl. The team's No. 2 defence pair has been on the ice together 
for five goals against, including two on the penalty kill, in the three games 
since Muzzin returned from a concussion.  

"You look at some of the things that go bad, I think it's more [about] 
compounding the situation," Keefe said. "It's not just one mistake. It's 
usually one mistake, which leads to a second and a third and then a 
great deal of fatigue and then there's a breakdown and the puck goes in. 
That's what I've seen and it's not just on those guys. It's on our team with 
how we manage a mistake when it happens and to not let it compound 
when we get that next touch on the puck."  

Late in the game in Seattle, Muzzin played with Timothy Liljegren while 
Holl shifted to the right side of Rasmus Sandin. But the pairs were back 
to normal at Wednesday's practice.  

"We think Muzzin and Holl are guys who are going to take on big minutes 
and be a big part of things for us," Keefe said. "At the same time, we 
have moved things around throughout the season and we probably will 
continue to do so down the stretch." 

Jack Campbell will start for the Leafs on Thursday, Keefe said.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Muzzin-Holl reunited at practice; Campbell starts 
Thursday 

After being broken up during Monday night's game against the Kraken, 
Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl, who have had struggles together this 
season, were reunited at practice Wednesday. Since Muzzin returned 
from a concussion three games ago, Muzzin and Holl have been on the 
ice together for five goals against in all situations. Mark Masters has 
more. 

--- 

Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase  

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Dermott  

Campbell   

Mrazek  

    It appears that the #Leafs have assigned Timothy Liljegren to the 
minors to clear the cap space needed after claiming Adam Brooks off 
waivers. 

    Brooks is currently on IR and so the Leafs now have only 18 skaters 
on the active roster (12F - 6D) after assigning Liljegren. 
https://t.co/OPrBFpGkKK 

    — CapFriendly (@CapFriendly) February 16, 2022 
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USA TODAY / To reach gold medal game vs. Canada, US women's 
hockey team overcame many obstacles 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

BEIJING — There is a saying within the U.S. women's hockey program 
that they play 3 ½ years for two months, two months for two weeks, and 
two weeks for two hours – the final timestamp representing the Olympic 
gold-medal game. 

For the fourth straight Olympic cycle, they have followed that plan. The 
Americans will face Canada once again (Wednesday, 11:10 p.m. ET) 
with gold on the line, nine days after a 4-2 loss to their rival in group play. 

The journey to reach this point has not been without tribulations brought 
on by the pandemic and other circumstances.  

Here's what Team USA has endured over the past year.  

OLYMPIC NEWSLETTER: Follow USA's chase for gold with updates 
sent directly to you! 

BEIJING TEXT UPDATES: Get behind-the-scenes access to the Beijing 
Olympics 

April: Ex-coach Bob Corkum resigns 

While the Olympics takes place every four years, the International Ice 
Hockey Federation's women's championship is the annual tournament 
held to crown a world champion. It was canceled in 2020 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, but the U.S. had won the previous five 
tournaments.   

The 2021 tournament was scheduled for May 6-16 in Nova Scotia, 
Canada. Three weeks prior to the scheduled start, coach Bob Corkum 
resigned, citing Canada's COVID-19 protocols.  

Joel Johnson took over as interim coach and was named the Olympic 
coach in July.  

Then, the tournament was canceled once again. Eventually, it was 
rescheduled to August.  

August: U.S. loses to Canada at world championships 

Once the world championship games were finally played, the U.S. lost 
both contests against Canada -- once in group play, and again in the 
final.  

The Canadians throttled the Americans in group play 5-1. Canada 
captain Marie-Philip Poulin scored the golden-goal game-winner in the 
final to give her team a 3-2 overtime victory and snatch the first major 
international tournament title from the U.S. since the 2014 Olympics.  

October: Trip to Ireland for Russia exhibitions canceled  

Usually, before an Olympics, the U.S. is able to scrimmage teams from 
across the world to ready themselves for the competition. The pandemic 
presented challenges to that plan.  

Between exhibitions against Canada in late October, the U.S. found out 
its trip to Ireland to play for a three-game series against Russia was 
canceled due to COVID-19. Instead, the national team traveled to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, for two scrimmages against the New Mexico 
Ice Wolves, a junior men's club that plays in the North American Hockey 
League. The team also flew to Chicago for scrimmages against the 
Chicago Mission's U-18 and U-16 boys teams.  

December: 'My Why Tour' canceled  

If the U.S. couldn't play other countries, at least it would be able to play 
Canada several times. The teams faced off in six games as part of a 
series called the "My Why Tour" that traveled through Canada and the 
U.S. (Canada won four.)  

The schedule, however, called for nine games.  

A Canadian player tested positive for COVID-19 on Dec. 20, and with 
teammates exposed, the game that night was canceled hours before 
puck drop – and so were the final two games in Canada on the other side 
of the new year.  
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More pressing COVID concerns were about to disrupt the team.   

January: U.S. players test positive 

Throughout January, the team followed one maxim.  

Just get to Beijing.  

On Jan. 1, the U.S. announced its roster, complete with an unveiling 
during the NHL Winter Classic at Target Field in Minneapolis. Within a 
week, five players and a staff member tested positive for COVID-19. 

The team began practicing in three different groups: players who were 
negative and not exposed, exposed teammates and those who were 
positive but healthy enough to skate.  

Eventually, the team regained full health and, more importantly, returned 
the necessary negative tests. They boarded a charter flight from 
Minnesota to Los Angeles for Team USA processing and landed in 
Beijing on Jan. 28. 

It turned out that "just getting to Beijing" was the easy part.  

February: Missing assistants, Brianna Decker injured  

Within the first 20 minutes of action in Beijing, the U.S. lost its emotional 
leader in assistant captain Brianna Decker, who broke her ankle in the 
opening game against Finland. (The good news for the U.S. is that she's 
stayed with the team and offered tactical and motivational support over 
the last two weeks.)  

The U.S. opted not to bring a "taxi squad" with it in the event of injury. 
But the options back in the States were told to remain on alert if needed. 
So Britta Curl stayed ready. She, too, tested positive for COVID-19 and 
could not make the trip, leaving the U.S. shorthanded for the rest of the 
tournament.  

Assistant coach Brian Pothier, due to a family medical emergency, did 
not travel with the team. Upon arriving in Beijing, goaltending coach 
Steve Thompson tested positive for the virus. His viral load was so high 
that he remained in isolation through group play and returned to the 
bench for the quarterfinals against the Czech Republic.  

That was Pothier's first game behind the bench, too. His trip to China 
lasted roughly 72 hours, as the family medical emergency required him to 
return home.  

A final obstacle to winning a second st gold awaits: Canada. 
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USA TODAY / Without NHL players, Olympic men's hockey just doesn't 
matter | Opinion 

 

DAN WOLKEN | USA TODAY 

 

BEIJING — Here’s some free advice to anyone who is outraged, 
saddened or otherwise inconvenienced by the U.S. men’s hockey team 
absolutely blowing its Olympic quarterfinal Wednesday against Slovakia: 
Don’t bother. 

Oh, who are we kidding? If you’ve been paying attention to the nice little 
hockey story that had been brewing over the last week, you already knew 
the deal with this team of college kids and journeymen nobody’s ever 
heard of. If you just jumped on the bandwagon because Team USA had 
swept into the quarterfinals without a loss, you didn’t invest much in the 
first place. 

So we can talk about the U.S. screwing up power plays in the third period 
if you want. We can break down how they gave up the tying goal to 
Slovakia with 43.7 seconds left when the semifinals were in their grasp. 
We pore over the details of going 0-for-5 in the penalty shootout – on 
second thought, let’s not – and the missed opportunity for USA Hockey to 

get into the medal rounds. From a hockey standpoint, it was all pretty 
ugly stuff. 

 *DING*: Get behind-the-scenes text updates from Beijing 

CHASING GOLD: Get the best Olympic stories straight to your inbox with 
our newsletter 

But what’s the point? 

And therein lies the problem with a second consecutive hockey 
tournament at the Olympics without NHL players: Why should anyone 
care about this product at all? 

We’ve seen what happens when the best players in the world come to 
the Winter Games. We’ve seen what it means to a multi-millionaire 
Stanley Cup winner like Sidney Crosby to beat the U.S. in overtime in a 
gold medal game in his home country. We’ve seen the mental and 
physical frustration of the American team trying to get a puck past Carey 
Price in an edge-of-your-seat semifinal in Sochi. 

And now we’ve seen, for back-to-back Winter Olympics, what it looks like 
when the countries that care most about hockey (save Russia) send their 
fifth stringers. Spoiler alert: It ain’t pretty. 

Look, we get why NHL commissioner Gary Bettman hates the Olympics. 
It’s a massive inconvenience for his league to stop the season for two 
weeks in February, not to mention the injury risk players incur by 
participating. When NHL stars finally made it to the 1998 Winter Games, 
you could argue there was some benefit for a league trying to grow its 
fan base. By now, we know it’s unlikely there’s a lasting impact either 
way. 

But for five consecutive Olympics, the NHL tolerated it because the 
players wanted to go. It meant something to the best Canadians, 
Americans, Swedes, Finns and Czechs to be able to play for their 
country on the world’s biggest sporting stage. 

Sure, when the pros came, the Olympics lost the innocence of Herb 
Brooks and his team of college kids stunning the Soviet machine. But 
what it gained was phenomenal drama and the highest level of play, 
elevating Olympic hockey to one of the marquee events of the Games. 

Now? Without NHL players, men’s hockey just doesn’t move the needle 
at all. 

Everyone can judge for themselves how much the Olympics should 
matter in a sport where there are already well-established 
championships. Nobody would argue it’s as important as the Stanley 
Cup, just as nobody says the gold medal in tennis is an achievement 
equal to winning Wimbledon. 

But as long as competing here matters to the best players, and as long 
as it enriches the experience of the Games, it’s worth keeping. Without 
them, you're giving out a gold medal to mediocrity. That's not what the 
Olympics is supposed to be. If the current version of men’s hockey was 
dropped from the Olympic program, would anyone complain other than 
the Russians? 

This was evident in 2018 when the NHL said it would not build an 
Olympic break into its schedule due to a financial dispute with the IOC, 
leaving most of the top hockey countries scrambling to put together 
teams. The Russians, sensing opportunity to win their first gold since the 
fall of the Soviet Union, stacked their team with the best players from the 
KHL, which is considered the second-best league in the world. It worked. 
Good for them. 

But for everyone else, it was more of a bore than a curiosity. The hope 
was that Pyeongchang would be an anomaly, with NHL players returning 
in Beijing. Then COVID-19 hit forcing several games to be postponed, 
and the Chinese government’s strict protocols and the threat of 
quarantine understandably scared off the NHL. 

After missing two straight Olympics, though, you wonder if it will be a 
priority for the NHL or the players to return in 2026 when the world will 
hopefully be back to some semblance of normal. By then, most of the 
veterans who cherished their Olympic experience will be retired or at the 
tail end of their careers. Players who will be 23 or 24 years old by the 
time Milano-Cortina rolls around will barely remember watching the 
Olympics in Sochi. 
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Maybe it will be a grand Olympic return for a new generation of NHL 
stars. Or maybe the entire concept will fade away. It’s impossible to 
know. 

MEDAL COUNT: Who leads the Olympics medal count? Here’s how 
each country has performed. 

TV SCHEDULE: How and what to watch each day of the Beijing 
Olympics 

For an American audience, it would have been a great story had Team 
USA advanced to the gold medal game. A bunch of fast, scrappy college 
kids beating grown men on the biggest stage is an easy storyline to fall in 
love with, and this team made it seem possible over the last week. 
They’d even beaten Canada’s group of no-names and has-beens on their 
way to the knockout round. 

For the American players who couldn’t close out regulation against 
Slovakia and completely botched the penalty shots, the disappointment is 
real, just as the elation was for their opponents. For many of them on 
either side of the ice, this may be the biggest thing they ever play for, 
which is very much in the spirit of what the Olympics are supposed to be 
about.   

“It was amazing, probably the biggest honor of my life to represent our 
country and play on the Olympic stage and just be a part of something 
bigger than hockey,” said 23-year old American goalie Strauss Mann. “To 
get to know a lot of great guys and help unite a country a little bit, that will 
last a lifetime.” 

But without the attention and the passion of the world, the Olympics 
aren’t much different than the Swedish league games Mann plays in 
professionally. 

Ultimately, it's not the NHL's responsibility to prop up the IOC's product. 
But whatever accommodations need to be made for NHL players in 
2026, it would be in the IOC's best interest to prioritize getting them. With 
NHL players, Olympic hockey had something unique and special. 
Without them, it has almost nothing. 
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