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Category 5: Hurricanes get final chance to beat Panthers 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Just two opponents have managed to beat the 
Hurricanes twice this season: the Ottawa Senators and 
Wednesday’s visitor, the Florida Panthers. 

Carolina isn’t alone in struggling against the Panthers. 
Florida currently has the Eastern Conference’s best point 
percentage at .734, with the Hurricanes closely behind at 
.728. The winner of the final regular season meeting 
between the teams on Wednesday will sit first in the 
conference. 

1. Beating Florida is easier said than done. The Panthers 
handed the Hurricanes their first loss of the season, 5-2, 
back on Nov. 6 and followed that up with a 4-3 overtime win 
Jan. 8. 

“They’ve had our number this year,” defenseman Ian Cole 
said after Wednesday’s morning skate. “That first game in 
Florida they certainly did. … They’re a great hockey team. 
We like to think of ourselves as a great hockey team. It’s 
going to be a great test tonight, and thus far they’ve had the 
better of that. So we need to play better and get a win.” 

The Hurricanes went 6-0-2 against the Panthers last year 
when the teams were together in the reorganized Central 
Division, and that helped build a healthy rivalry between the 
teams. Florida coach Andrew Brunette told the media the 
Hurricanes “don’t like us,” an assessment with which 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour partially agreed. 

“Nobody likes anybody, that’s just how it is when you’re 
playing,” he said. 

2. Speaking of that, Vincent Trocheck — formerly of the 
Panthers — doesn’t have any warm and fuzzy feelings about 
his old team becoming a contender since he left. 

“I don’t care about their success. I’m worried about us,” 
Trocheck said Tuesday when asked if he was excited for his 
old team. 

He did admit he still gets “a little bit” of jump playing against 
the Panthers. It shows — Trocheck has seven goals and four 
assists in 10 games against Florida since coming to Carolina 
in a trade nearly two years ago on Feb. 24, 2020. 

3. Wednesday’s game will be nationally broadcast on TNT, 
an opportunity for both teams to get the recognition they 
deserve based on their place in the standings. 

In Canada, the peak of televised games is a spot on “Hockey 
Night in Canada.” For individual players, an interview 

between periods comes with a HNIC towel — a badge of 
honor among players, specifically Canadians. 

There’s no keepsake towel on a TNT game, but there is a 
chance intermission panelist Wayne Gretzky will talk about 
you between periods. 

“That would be pretty cool,” Hurricanes forward Steven 
Lorentz said with an even bigger grin than usual. “I didn’t 
really get to watch him play growing up, but I mean, it’s 
Wayne. So everybody knows who he is. 

“I think just being here and playing on the national stage is 
cool. If he ever gave me a little shoutout, that’d be special, 
but I wouldn’t try to show it too much to try and stay 
professional.” 

4. One player to watch is Jordan Staal. The captain has been 
his usual reliable self, but after getting an elusive goal in 
Boston he could be poised to get on the score sheet more. 

The steady captain didn’t have much of a celebration after 
finally ending his 35-game goal drought with a redirection of 
defenseman Brady Skjei’s shot in the third period of the 6-0 
win. 

“Guys are coming to me in the pile, and we all thought I 
scored,” Skjei said Monday, “and I didn’t really know. I knew 
it hit something. And then right at the end, Jordan’s like, ‘I 
think I might’ve tipped that,’ and everyone went nuts on the 
bench and in the huddle.” 

When I asked Skjei about Staal’s matter-of-fact reaction to 
finally getting the monkey off his back, he called him “a true 
professional” before being interrupted by a fire alarm that 
went off in PNC Arena. 

“He’s gonna get hot,” Skjei joked about mentioning Staal and 
the alarm blaring in the background. 

Even if he doesn’t score, his teammates aren’t worried about 
how big of a contribution he’ll make. 

“If it’s one person I don’t worry about that kind of stuff, that’s 
Jordo,” linemate Jesper Fast said Tuesday. “He comes to 
work every day and he’s contributed in almost all aspects of 
the game too. He’s just so important to us and he’s been 
good even though he might not have scored as much as he 
would like. But he’s still doing so much good things out 
there.” 

5. It’s less than five weeks from the trade deadline, but a 
couple of teams have already made their big moves. 
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Calgary acquired Tyler Toffoli this week from Montreal and 
he scored in his Flames debut. And in a different Wednesday 
night game, Jack Eichel will play both his first game of the 
season and first with the Golden Knights since being 
acquired by Vegas and rehabbing from neck surgery. 

When the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup in 2006, then-GM 
Jim Rutherford made a big early move by acquiring Doug 
Weight. Then when Erik Cole suffered a broken vertebrae at 
the hands of Brooks Orpik before the deadline, Rutherford 
reeled in Mark Recchi to round out the lineup. 

Brind’Amour captained that team and has seen firsthand, 
both as a player and coach, how deadline additions adapt to 
their new surroundings. Brind’Amour’s preference? 

“I think the earlier the better just because it gives that guy 
and the team time to assimilate and grow together a little bit,” 
Brind’Amour said. “When it’s late, sometimes it takes a little 
time. And you don’t really have time. That’s why some of 
those trades, I think, don’t work. 

“So I would say the earlier is the better, and why wouldn’t 
you get better earlier? You get a better chance to get a better 
playoff position, all that stuff. But I understand it’s not easy to 
do that.” 

Has he relayed his opinion to GM Don Waddell? 

“I like my team. I like this team, so I’m not a big hurry to 
shake things up.” 

 

Hurricanes surrender late lead, lose in OT to Panthers 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — If the Carolina Hurricanes want to beat the 
Florida Panthers this season, they’ll have to wait for the 
playoffs. 

Florida’s Sam Reinhart scored with an extra attacker on the 
ice with just 48.3 seconds and Aaron Ekblad flew the zone 
and scored the winner at the start of overtime to give the 
Panthers a 3-2 win in front of 16,986 Wednesday at PNC 
Arena. 

Florida clinched a series sweep of the Hurricanes with the 
win, although Carolina managed two points with two 
overtime losses in the three games. 

Had it been the postseason, those two games might have 
gone on much longer — and given the contempt the two 
teams showed for each other, Wednesday might as well 
have been a playoff game. 

“You could definitely feel it in the atmosphere. It was an 
excited game,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “Two 
good teams battling it out.” 

The Hurricanes looked like they were on their way to finally 
beating Florida when they scored early in the third period to 
break a 1-1 tie. 

Nino Niederreiter and Staal won puck battles down low and 
got the puck to Tony DeAngelo at the blue line. His wrist shot 
made it through a Jesper Fast screen and hit Florida 
defenseman Gustav Forsling’s boot, elevating the puck past 
Florida goalie Sergei Bobrovsky (16 saves) for his ninth goal 
of the season to give the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 3:13 of the 
third period. 

While it appeared Carolina was in the driver’s seat, it was 
Florida that took command the rest of the way. 

The Panthers outshot the Hurricanes 11-2 in the final 20 
minutes but had trouble solving Frederik Andersen (28 
saves). Florida finally did with Bobrovsky on the bench for an 
extra attacker. 

Carolina shot wide on two empty-net attempts, and an 
Ekblad slash on Andrei Svechnikov — “What do you want 

me to say?” Brind’Amour lamented on the non-call — kept 
the Panthers’ hopes alive. 

They finally converted when a MacKenzie Weeger point shot 
created a rebound that Reinhart fired into the open net to tie 
the game with 48.3 seconds remaining. 

“You’ve got to give them credit, they put the gas on,” 
Brind’Amour said of the third period. 

Florida came into overtime with all the momentum and took 
advantage of it. 

Staal appeared to win the opening faceoff of overtime, but 
the puck bobbled off Teuvo Teravainen’s stick and to the 
Panthers. 

From his own goal line, Jonathan Huberdeau fired a saucer 
pass to a breaking Ekblad, who had snuck behind 
Teravainen, past the red line, and the Florida defenseman 
deked and backhanded a shot under Andersen’s right arm 
for the win just 36 seconds into OT. 

“Just a high-end play right there. … in OT sometimes it goes 
like that” Aho said of winning play. 

The loss left Carolina with just one win in their last five 
games, through Brind’Amour said his team, win or lose, is 
ready to move onto the next game as soon as the last is 
over. 

“The better team won tonight. … Good game, bad game, you 
move on. It’s always flushed.” 

Notes: Teravainen scored late in the first period for his 12th 
goal of the season and has points in all three games since 
returning from injury. … Sebastian Aho had just one shot 
attempt and no shots on goal. It was the fourth time this 
season he hasn’t registered a shot on goal and third time 
since Jan. 22. … Carolina had 18 shots on goal, its fewest in 
a game this season. The previous low was in the Hurricanes’ 
5-4 win at Los Angeles when they had 20. … The Hurricanes 
failed to score on two full minutes of 5-on-3 time in the first 
period. 
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Midseason Minor League Check-In: Chicago & Norfolk 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - As the Canes move forward post-All-Star 
break into the third quarter of their season, so do their minor 
league affiliates in Chicago and Norfolk. 

Since we last checked in in early December, COVID-19 
wreaked another wave of havoc on the system, seeing many 
players filter their way up as the virus, and injuries, left 
openings for both the Hurricanes and Wolves. Nine skaters 
and two goaltenders have now played in games for both 
Carolina and Chicago this season, proving the importance of 
depth at all three levels. 

Both Ryan Warsofsky and Rod Taylor, the head coaches of 
Chicago and Norfolk, respectively, were kind enough to offer 
some insight on where their clubs are at today. 

The Chicago Wolves: 

Current Record: 27-10-3-4 (61 Points - First, Central Division 
& First, Western Conference) 

In early December the Wolves were in first place with three 
players among the league leaders in scoring. A little over two 
months later, not a whole lot has changed from that 
perspective, as Warsofsky's crew holds an eight-point lead in 
the American Hockey League's (AHL) Central Division and 
Andrew Poturalski, Stefan Noesen and C.J. Smith all sit 
inside the top ten among all AHL skaters in points. 

While it may look like everything has remained the same, the 
Wolves have had to dig deep in finding ways to win, 
competing in a stretch without the above trio, as well as Jack 
Drury, on top of battling through several goaltending injuries 
and recalls. 

"Our group is realizing as a whole what our identity is as a 
team and the way that we need to play," the 34-year-old 
head coach shared. "I think in the early part of the season 
our team didn't really understand how we needed to play for 
60 minutes, but I think we know now. We know what our 
identity is and when we play to it, we get a lot of success. 
That's been the biggest thing as of late." 

One of the players that Warsofsky cites as a testament to to 
the team identity is Jalen Chatfield, who was awarded a two-
year contract extension with the Canes in January. Having 
played in seven games with Carolina and 30 with Chicago, 
the right-handed defenseman is viewed as someone who 
possesses the ability to play at either level on any given 
night. 

"He's one of the best defensemen in the league, as far as his 
all around game. He does everything well," Warsofsky raved 
of Chatfield. "His skating is elite at this level and he's shown 
he can hang at the NHL level and play with those guys. He's 

got a good stick, he knows his identity and his feet keep him 
out of trouble. He's a great guy to coach, he's come into his 
game. As a defenseman it takes time to develop and I know 
he's played three or four years in the AHL, but he's coming 
into himself with who he is as a defenseman at the pro level. 
He's figuring it out. He deserved the extension. He plays the 
way we want to play both here in Chicago and there in 
Carolina. He got rewarded and he should have." 

As Chatfield secures the back end and the team now has a 
share of the league lead with their 61 points, they've recently 
been bolstered with the welcomed return of Canes 2019 first 
round pick, Ryan Suzuki. The 20-year-old was out of the 
lineup from October 29 until January 28, but is now getting 
back on track in his first full professional season. 

"So far he's been better than expected [in his return], to be 
honest. He was away for about ten weeks and our training 
staff did a really good job of keeping him in shape and our 
assistant coaches did a really good job of keeping him ready, 
so when he got back in there, he didn't have as much rust as 
we thought he might. He's exceeded our expectations since 
getting back in," Warsofsky said of the organization's 
prospect. "He's been inconsistent at times, but for him it's 
playing with the puck and we're challenging him to play with 
the puck as much as possible. He's got great vision, he can 
see the ice well, he's got good vision and great skill. When 
he's making plays on the rush, that's when he's at his best. A 
lot of times the jump from junior to the American League, you 
have more time to make plays with the puck than you think 
and he's figuring that out. It's slowing down for him, he's 
making more plays and his skill level is coming out. I'm 
excited to see his development here in the second half." 

The Norfolk Admirals: 

Current Record: 16-24-2-2 (36 Points - T-6th, South Division 
& T-11th, Eastern Conference) 

As Chicago experiences their success, Norfolk Head Coach 
Rod Taylor has had to endure a bit more a bumpy road with 
his group. With 28 games to go in their regular season, they 
currently look at a 15-point deficit that they'll have to 
overcome to get back into the playoff picture. 

"Right now we're struggling. We're an up and down team. 
We need to be more consistent," Taylor began with. "We 
started playing really well at times, and then there's times 
where we just don't. We got hit with COVID, injuries and 
everything, so the chemistry of the team has changed quite a 
bit. If we want to be better we have to find that consistency 
and find that will to play for one another within the locker 
room. I know they're a tight group, but when we get on the 
ice we all have to play the same systems and play hard for 
each other." 
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One player that could be an integral part of the hopeful push 
up the standings for Norfolk is Canes prospect Blake Murray, 
who is in his first North American professional season. 
Drafted in the sixth round (#183 overall) in 2019, Murray has 
17 points in 37 games for the Admirals thus far this season. 
He was drafted out of Sudbury in the Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL), a place where he racked up 72 points in 63 games in 
what would be his final season there. 

"Blake's got a lot of talent. He's got a good shot. He's got a 
knack to score goals," Taylor spoke with excitement about 
the forward.  

However, it's not all just about scoring for the 20-year-old, 
something he's learning about the professional levels now. 

"He's a young guy and he's jumping into a game with a lot of 
older players in it and he's trying to make the adjustment. 
He's trying to do it to be better, and he's struggled, but he's 
learning a lot. He's coming along. I think the game is different 

at this level than what he's expected, but, again, he's 
learning. He knows he has to play harder and be more 
consistent." 

As the team tries to put together a strong second half on the 
ice, something that they have to look forward to no matter 
their results is hosting the 2023 Warrior/ECHL All-Star 
Classic. The event is set to be played at Norfolk Scope 
Arena on January 16, 2023. It's the second time in 
organization history that they'll play host and the first since 
1994, when the Admirals hosted the second-ever edition of 
the event. 

"The eyes are going to be on us, right? The whole country is 
going to be looking at us. I'll be honest though, that worries 
me because everything needs to be done in the right fashion. 
You want to be better than the last city that hosted it and we 
want to keep being better for the City of Norfolk."
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NHL Star Power Index: Sidney Crosby makes history, Alex Ovechkin returns to the lineup  

By Chris Bengel  

Welcome to the NHL Star Power Index: A weekly gauge of 
the players who are controlling substantial buzz around the 
league. When a player is included on this list it may not be a 
good thing -- it means that they are capturing a large amount 
of the hockey world's attention. 

These players are in no particular order when it comes to the 
amount of buzz that they're creating. We'll revisit the Star 
Power Index every week throughout the regular season. 

Sidney Crosby  

PIT • C • 87  

G14 

A32 

+/-+11 

On Tuesday, Pittsburgh Penguins star Sidney Crosby scored 
his 500th career goal and became the 46th player in NHL 
history to reach that milestone. Crosby joined Washington 
Capitals star Alex Ovechkin as the only two active NHL 
players to score at least 500 goals. 

Like so many times before, Crosby was well-positioned right 
on the doorstep and was able to lift the puck past 
Philadelphia Flyers goaltender Carter Hart off a beautiful 
feed from teammate Evgeni Malkin. 

It seemed almost poetic that Crosby's 500th career goal 
came against the Penguins' arch rival in the Flyers. After all, 
over the course of his 17-year NHL career, Crosby has 
registered 50 goals and 69 assists in 79 career games 
against Philadelphia.  

Perhaps Crosby isn't the top player in the league like he 
once was, but the Penguins star is still exceptional in so 
many different facets of the game. 

Throughout the 2021-22 season, Crosby has 14 goals and 
32 assists and has still been a key cog for the Penguins 
offense. Since Pittsburgh returned from the All-Star break, 
Crosby has scored a pair of goals while dishing out four 
assists. Crosby put together a strong two-point performance 
against the Flyers in Tuesday's historic contest. 

Crosby is at the point in his career where he doesn't need to 
lead the Penguins in every offensive category. The Penguins 
possess an extremely deep roster that could make a deep 
run in the Stanley Cup Playoffs if they keep up their stellar 
play. 

Alex Ovechkin  

WAS • LW • 8  

G31 

A31 

+/-+14 

Much like Crosby, Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin is 
also in the midst of a very historic season. 

All eyes have been on Ovechkin as he takes his aim to the 
NHL's all-time goals record. Earlier this season, the Capitals 
winger passed Marcel Dionne and Brett Hull to take fourth 
place on the all-time goals list. Entering Thursday, Ovechkin 
is just five goals from tying Jaromir Jagr for third place on the 
all-time list. 

In December, Ovechkin set a new NHL record with the 275th 
power-play goal of his career. The Capitals star was also 
able to accomplish the feat in 409 fewer games than the 
previous record holder, Hall of Famer Dave Andreychuk.  

Ovechkin recently returned to the lineup after testing positive 
for COVID-19, which caused him to miss the NHL All-Star 
Game earlier this month. In his three games since returning, 
Ovechkin has registered two goals and two assists, including 
a two-goal performance against the Nashville Predators on 
Tuesday. 

While Ovechkin isn't on the absurd goal-scoring pace that he 
was earlier in the year, the 12-time All-Star is currently on 
pace to score 52 goals this season, which would be his 
highest goal-scoring total since the 2014-15 campaign when 
he had 53 goals. 

Ovechkin is also still in the conversation for the Hart Trophy 
as the second half of the season begins. The Capitals star 
currently is fourth in the NHL in points (62) behind Leon 
Draisaitl (66), Connor McDavid (66), and Jonathan 
Huberdeau (64).  

If Ovechkin is able to win league MVP this late in his career, 
he would be the oldest to win the award at 37 years old. 
Eddie Shore of the Boston Bruins and Herb Gardiner of the 
Montreal Canadiens are currently tied as the oldest players 
to win it when they accomplished the feat at 35 years old. 

Frederik Andersen  

CAR • G • 31  

Record25-7-2 

GAA2.07 

Save %92.8 

The Vezina Trophy race has been wide-open throughout the 
2021-22 season. We've seen everyone from Igor Shesterkin 
from the New York Rangers to Jacob Markstrom of the 
Calgary Flames make an attempt to stake claim to being the 
frontrunner for the award. The latest goaltender to enter the 
conversation is Frederik Andersen of the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
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Andersen spent the previous two seasons as a member of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. During that time, the veteran 
netminder compiled a 267-74-36 record to go along with a 
2.79 goals-against average and .914 save percentage, which 
aren't bad numbers by any means. 

Still, Andersen has completely transformed his game and 
has looked like one of the top goaltenders in the league. 
Andersen currently ranks second in wins (25), third in goals-
against-average (2.07), and third in save percentage (.928).  

Last Thursday, Andersen recorded a shutout in Carolina's 6-
0 win over the Bruins. Andersen did also surrender three 
goals in a 3-2 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Thursday, but turned aside 28 shots in that contest. 

If Andersen continues on his terrific season, it wouldn't be a 
surprise to see the 32-year old netminder win the Vezina 
Trophy and lead his team deep into the postseason. 

Claude Giroux  

PHI • LW • 28  

G16 

A21 

+/--7 

March 21 marks the NHL trade deadline and one of the 
bigger names that could be on the move is Philadelphia 
Flyers winger Claude Giroux. 

Giroux has spent his entire 15-year career in the City of 
Brotherly Love, but the Flyers have put together a poor 
season to this point, and could be looking toward a rebuild. 
With that in mind, the Flyers could decide that the franchise 
is running out of time to get a decent return for Giroux. 

The Flyers have dealt with a rash of injuries and COVID-19 
outbreaks, so Giroux's numbers certainly aren't through the 
roof. However, the veteran winger has still been productive 
as of late. 

In three games since the All-Star break, Giroux has 
registered a goal and an assist, including a goal against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins earlier this week. At the NHL All-Star 
Game earlier this month, Giroux showed why he's still one of 
the more dangerous players around the league as he earned 
MVP honors in Las Vegas. 

Sure, Giroux may not classify as a superstar anymore, but 
the Flyers star would be a huge addition to a playoff team's 
top six group of forwards. 

Giroux does have to sign off on any trade, so he may just 
decide to finish up his career with the only franchise he's 
ever known. Time will tell, but regardless of where he ends 
up finishing out the 2021-22 season, Giroux has still proved 
to be a valuable asset. 
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Predators, Hurricanes aim to shake post-break rust 

By FLM  

The Nashville Predators and Carolina Hurricanes have 
combined to play eight games since the All-Star break. 

There has been just one victory in the bunch. 

The teams will try to collect a much-needed prize when they 
meet Friday night at Raleigh, N.C. 

Carolina has points in three of five games since the break. 
The Hurricanes are 1-2-2, including Wednesday night's 3-2 
overtime loss to the visiting Florida Panthers. 

"We were in position to win the game, so we weren't taking 
chances," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said, referring 
to the team putting only two third-period shots on goal. "You 
learn from every loss, or every game you learn. 

"You've got to keep playing. You can't try to kind of hang on. 
It never works. We don't play that way anyway. That's not 
our style." 

Nashville has lost all three games since returning to action, 
the last two by three-goal deficits. 

"I like to think that we're a good team," Predators 
defenseman Mark Borowiecki said. "I think we are a very 
good team and I know we're going to come out of this." 

Carolina had the best winning percentage in the Metropolitan 
Division at .723 (32-11-4) heading into play Thursday. The 
Predators are in the mix for a playoff berth in the Western 
Conference. 

The Hurricanes never trailed against Florida on Wednesday 
until the Panthers produced the winning tally just 16 seconds 
into overtime. Carolina gave up the game-tying goal with 49 
seconds remaining in regulation. 

"There was definitely some good," Carolina captain Jordan 
Staal said. "We have to do a better job of playing with the 
lead." 

The Predators uncovered some positives in their most-recent 
outing, a 4-1 setback to the visiting Washington Capitals on 
Tuesday night. 

"I think all the things that lead to a winning recipe night-in 
and night-out, and getting more of the identity we want to 
play with, (were evident)," Nashville coach John Hynes said. 

Still, Nashville is the NHL's most-penalized team. 
Washington went on four power plays in Tuesday's game, 
converting one. 

"I think at this point, it's just important to not get too down on 
ourselves and take the positives out of that game, take some 
of the negatives, too, and just try to grow," Borowiecki said. 

The Hurricanes will want to build on the good aspects of their 
last game. They'll also be paying attention to their power play 
that was 0-for-2 against the Capitals. 

"We can take the positive things we did," center Sebastian 
Aho said. "The power play, we'll watch some video and try to 
be better there." 

Anthony DeAngelo has continued to be a key source of 
offense in his first season with the Hurricanes. With another 
goal Wednesday night, he has 39 points, marking the 
second-most for a defenseman in franchise history through 
40 games. It's a figure topped only by Mark Howe's 47 in 
1980-81 for the Hartford Whalers. 

The Hurricanes won 3-2 in the second game of the regular 
season at Nashville. Other than for a preseason game in 
October, the Predators haven't visited Carolina since losing 
in the first round of last year's playoffs. 

This is the second of two rescheduled home games for the 
Hurricanes. All the other make-up or rescheduled games this 
month for Carolina have been or will be on the road. 
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About Last Night: Canes can’t maintain pressure, fall in overtime to Panthers 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes nearly stole the game Wednesday 
night against the Florida Panthers, but instead came away 
with only a single point as they couldn’t hold on to the lead 
late in the third and folded quickly in overtime 

It was another disappointing finish for the Hurricanes who 
are now 1-2-2 in their last five games since returning to play.  

The first period saw two high-end teams battling hard, with 
Carolina getting the edge thanks to a broken stick and odd-
angle shot, but the final 40 minutes saw the Canes barely 
being able to skate with the Panthers.  

The Hurricanes managed to get only eight shots on goal in 
the final two periods and just two shots for the third period. 
They had only two power play shots on goal despite a full 
five-on-three and an additional power play.  

The Canes failed to maintain any pressure on Florida and 
were gifting them chance after chance with yet another 
parade to the penalty box. However, Carolina’s elite PK 
proved to stay strong, managing to actually generate more 
offense than its power plays did. 

The Hurricanes got lucky to steal a point from the Panthers, 
but that isn’t good enough for a team with Stanley Cup 
aspirations. The roster is capable, but there are still a few 
areas where they need to improve. 

Systems 

The Hurricanes pride themselves on trying to play the same 
way, every night, up and down the lineup.  

It’s an aggressive forechecking system in the offensive zone 
that aims to overload opponents into making mistakes and in 
the defensive system involves tight man-to-man coverage. 
It’s a system that leaves no room for error from your 
opponents, but as such, little room for error by the Canes 
themselves. 

It’s why so often, the Hurricanes are sunk by small mental 
mistakes. Because that’s all it takes to exploit the system. 

When it works, it wears away opponents and leads to 
Carolina heavily outchancing the opposition, but when it runs 
into problems, it unravels quickly. 

Also, because of the system, the Hurricanes are getting less 
and less off the rush, which is the best way to score goals in 
the NHL and although the Canes may be getting more shots 
off, they aren’t necessarily leading to goals. 

The Canes have the talent to play a higher-level offensive 
system, and that’s not to say they should abandon their 

current one, but they need something to fall back on when 
it’s obvious it isn’t working. 

In the last few playoffs, it’s been that failure to adapt the 
system that has led to Carolina’s exits. Bruce Cassidy’s 
Bruins were able to outmuscle a much younger Canes team 
and prevent them from getting anything in close and Jon 
Cooper’s Lightning swapped so effortlessly between high-
octane offense and stingy, give-nothing defense. 

The Hurricanes are a well coached and smart team that is 
fully capable of being able to switch up their style on the fly, 
and I think that’s the next step for this club. 

More to Give 

But for now, for the Canes to be successful, everyone needs 
to be clicking and currently some players are just off their 
game. 

One such player is Martin Necas. 

If he was scoring, this wouldn’t be as apparent, but currently 
on a ten-game goal drought and with just 2 goals in his last 
20 games, his shortcomings are becoming more magnified. 

He has the lowest expected goals for percentage on the 
team and his penchant for stickhandling away chances — 
second on the team in turnovers — is frustrating. He isn’t 
going to the hard areas and as such is disrupting the all-in 
system that the Hurricanes utilize. 

We’ve seen the impact that Necas can have on this team 
when he is engaged and on his game, but he’s currently 
falling far short of the expectations many had for him 
entering this season. 

Necas’ struggles are only amplified when he’s not the only 
guy in the Canes’ top-six who is struggling.  

Seth Jarvis, who dazzled onlookers early, has just one point 
and no goals in his last 10 games but those growing pains 
are to be expected from a rookie. 

But when a third of your top-six is struggling to score, you 
aren’t going to win many games. 

Would a simple shakeup of the lines help the Canes? Moving 
Niederreiter back to a line with Trocheck and Necas which 
looked great last year, Svechnikov back to the top line and 
Jarvis down with Kotkaniemi to help free him up from the 
opponents top shutdown players. 

Or is this more something to be addressed on the trade 
market to try and bring in a more proven winger to help out. 

Outside of the forwards, the defense has also had it’s fair 
share of struggles.  
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Brett Pesce — usually one of top defenders in the league — 
ranks last among Canes defenders in terms of CF%, SCF%, 
xGF% and HDCF%, Brady Skjei is an extremely hot or cold 
player, Ian Cole is constantly in the penalty box, Ethan Bear 
has struggled since exiting COVID-19 protocol and Tony 
DeAngelo, for all his offensive talent, is not really reliable in 
his own end. 

At least there is Jaccob Slavin.  

Again though, would a move for a new defender make more 
sense or is this just something you hope improves with time? 

Is this a need for the system to adapt to what the players are 
currently achieving or will it work for them in time?  

The answer isn’t clear, but time is going to quickly run out in 
the coming days. 

This isn’t to say that the Canes are bad or doomed come 
playoff time because they are still one of the top teams in the 
league with ample talent and solid coaching, but too many 
little red flags are starting to pop up.  

This is a team more than capable of righting the ship and 
one that more than likely will. It’s just up to them to do it. 
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Kochetkov and Suzuki Bolster the Chicago Wolves’ Roster 

By Matthew Somma  

This was going to be a piece centered on Ryan Suzuki’s 
return to the lineup after missing three months due to injury. 
Instead, y’all are getting bonus content this week. With 
Suzuki having played in a handful of games since returning 
from injury and Kochetkov joining the team hopefully at some 
point this week, the Wolves are getting deeper. They’re one 
of the top teams in the AHL in spite of their recent skid and 
are poised to make a deep run in the playoffs later this 
spring.  

Suzuki has centered Chicago’s third line and has two goals 
in six games since returning from injury. He’s seeing time 
along the wall on Chicago’s second power play unit as well. 
Chicago is a team that leans heavily on their veterans, so it’s 
no surprise that Suzuki’s ice time has been limited thus far. 
Still, I’ve seen some improvements in his game this season 
and I’m excited for what the future holds for him. Kochetkov 
is coming to Chicago after a successful KHL season that saw 
him post the sixth highest save percentage (.926) in the 
league. Kochetkov kept his team in games that they had no 
business winning, often shown by his team’s lack of scoring 
whenever he started. Everyone that I’ve spoken to regarding 
Kochetkov has been impressed with his growth this season 
and is more optimistic that he’ll become an NHL goaltender.  

These are two major additions to Chicago’s roster. The 
Wolves’ power play has struggled for a while now, and 
getting a strong playmaker back on their second unit should 
drive results. Kochetkov is now one of four goalies on the 
Wolves’ roster and should battle for playing time with the 
others. There’s a good chance that he outperforms our other 
two prospects, too. The trade deadline is nearing and the 
Hurricanes could look to trade away a handful of prospects in 
order to make the NHL team better. Chicago will need 
Suzuki and Kochetkov moving forward, especially if the team 
moves on from a handful of their prospects. 

What are the Wolves Getting In Suzuki? 

Suzuki has always been a playmaker that can thread passes 
through any amount of coverage. His hockey sense and 
knack for creating scoring chances made him a top draft 
pick. In his draft year, he was described as an elite 
playmaker that preferred to play along the perimeter as 
opposed to getting pucks to the middle of the ice. While I still 
notice some of those tendencies, I’m also seeing more 
aggressiveness in Suzuki’s game. He’ll pressure the puck 
and is starting to gain the confidence needed in order to take 
the puck to the middle.  

Suzuki has been fantastic in both the neutral and offensive 
zones this season and can create offense by attacking an 
opponent’s blind spot and stealing the puck from them. Take 
a look at this clip, where Suzuki manages to sneak past not 
only the goalie but a defender as well. 

One thing I've liked about Ryan Suzuki this season is that 
he's good for at least a handful of takeaways per game. 
pic.twitter.com/MTjyOGqSwd 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 16, 2022  

Suzuki’s board work has been impressive, too. In the past, I 
noticed that Suzuki needed to add muscle and get involved 
in puck battles. While he still needs to add about 15 pounds, 
he’s much better along the boards. Take a look at this play. 
Suzuki is number six in maroon. 

Suzuki has gotten much, much better along the boards too. 
Here, he ties a Milwaukee player up, allowing for the Wolves 
to continue their shift in the offensive zone. 
pic.twitter.com/5czpmIUnpR 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 16, 2022  

Here’s some power play work from Suzuki. A nice rush up 
the ice to enter the zone with possession leads to him 
making a handful of passes that lead to shots. Eventually, 
Chicago scores a power play goal, albeit a fluky one. 

Suzuki had a handful of good moments on this shift. Here's 
some power play work. pic.twitter.com/kst2nIU5aG 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 16, 2022  

For the final clip, I’ve seen Suzuki use his shot more this 
season. Here’s one of his goals. 

Here's Suzuki's most recent goal for the Wolves 
pic.twitter.com/oyPqibkVJq 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 16, 2022  

Now, I’ve seen Suzuki create chances and make some 
incredible passes to his teammates early on. Chicago is 
having a major problem with depth scoring right now, and a 
lot of their players are struggling to score. Having Suzuki to 
set them up will be beneficial moving forward. He’s making 
these plays happen and eventually, we’ll start to see him 
appear on the score sheet more often. I’ve said it before and 
I’ll say it again. Points aren’t always an accurate indicator of 
how a player is performing. In Suzuki’s case, he’s creating 
scoring chances, pressuring the puck and generating some 
takeaways in the process. That’s encouraging and will be 
important for the Wolves moving forward. 

What are the Wolves Getting In Kochetkov? 

Kochetkov is an athletic goaltender that has the potential to 
become the starting goalie of the future for the Hurricanes. 
Out of all of Carolina’s goalie prospects, Kochetkov stands 
above the rest as the likeliest to reach the NHL. He’s an elite 
goaltender that could be the Hurricanes’ best drafted 
goaltender since, well, ever.  

A bit under the radar but Kochetkov may be one of the best 
goalie prospects in the world. The wagon that is the Carolina 
Hurricanes just casually adding this potential stud to their 
roster... what a team they're building over there. 
https://t.co/uml4RFyz2H pic.twitter.com/r0XiUA91JD 

— Byron Bader (@ByronMBader) February 14, 2022  

Personally, I see the Vasilevskiy comparison and I get 
excited but also nervous. Vasilevskiy is arguably the best 
goalie in the world, and to be quite honest, I’d be happy if 
Kochetkov wound up even half as good as the Tampa 
netminder. Realistically, I can see Kochetkov peaking as a 
top ten, maybe even top five starter in the NHL. His 
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explosive pushes and athletic frame allow for him to make 
some truly dazzling saves, even when his positioning is 
shaky. I’ve tweeted a lot of clips of Kochetkov over the 
course of this season, so let’s break down some of my 
favorites that show why I believe Kochetkov has what it takes 
to be an NHL goalie. 

Don’t worry, the defense doesn’t get better. 

This isn't a flashy save but I love how he explodes out to 
challenge the shooter and make the stop. 
pic.twitter.com/VTAhNzWM0i 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 15, 2022  

This save is fantastic. He recognizes the pass and in a split 
second, he’s not only square to the puck but he’s out of the 
crease challenging the shooter.  

Kochetkov bails out his team here, which happened often 
this season. CSKA had Torpedo's defense spinning but 
Kochetkov was able to make a fantastic glove save. 
pic.twitter.com/8epHRM3GHJ 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 15, 2022  

Remember when I said the defense doesn’t get better? 
CSKA is allowed to put on a passing clinic in the offensive 
zone, but Kochetkov makes a dazzling stop. That’s one of 
my favorite saves of his this season. 

Look at how far out Kochetkov is. He's challenging the 
shooter and forcing them to shoot a lot earlier than they had 
probably intended. Nice save, too. 
pic.twitter.com/s27DeX9O5p 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 15, 2022  

Ever seen a goalie make a breakaway save look as routine 
as this? Kochetkov challenges the shooter and shoots out 
the pad to redirect the puck to his teammates. Impressive 
stuff. 

Kochetkov tracks pucks incredibly well and can quickly 
square up to the shooter, as seen here. 
pic.twitter.com/CgW34aZiID 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 15, 2022  

Again, a quick reaction to the pass and a nice save. 

And finally, we're dialing it back with a classic windmill stop 
pic.twitter.com/4E6izt14k7 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) February 15, 2022  

I mean, I think my tweet sums it up perfectly.  

Kochetkov can be a little erratic at times, but as we’ve seen 
in these clips, he’s more than capable of recovering to make 
another stop if he needs to. Having Kochetkov in North 
America now as opposed to early May is huge as well. He’ll 
get more reps with the Wolves and should see some game 
action, which will help him adjust to the North American 
game. It’s quicker and skaters have less space to work with, 
meaning Kochetkov will likely have to fight through more 
traffic and see shooters make decisions a little quicker than 
he’s used to. This gives Kochetkov the opportunity to 
prepare for next season, where he’ll either be counted on as 
our AHL starter or as a possible NHL option. Kochetkov is 
close to being NHL ready, that much is clear.  

Right now, the Wolves are getting a goaltender that could 
quite possibly be the best goalie out of the four they currently 
have on the roster. Kochetkov, if developed properly, could 
be crucial to Chicago’s playoff success. He proved that he 
could steal games in the KHL, and with a better team in front 
of him, Kochetkov could be a force to be reckoned with in the 
AHL. The only concern I have is that the Wolves give up a lot 
of high danger chances and odd man rushes, so that’s 
naturally going to be tough for a goaltender.  

As always, the future is bright with this team. Suzuki’s 
development is coming along nicely and getting Kochetkov in 
the AHL two and a half months before we were expecting is 
an exciting development. Even if the Hurricanes trade a few 
players at the deadline, we have a bright present and a 
bright future to look forward to. How many other teams can 
say that? 
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Canes blow late lead, sucker punched by Panthers in OT  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes lost an Eastern Conference 
heavyweight showdown to the Florida Panthers on Feb. 16, 
falling 3-2. The Canes blew a 2-1 lead in the final minute, 
allowing the Panthers to steal the win in overtime. 

The game lived up to its billing as a matchup between two 
giants of the league, featuring very physical hockey and 
frequent scuffles, scrums and squabbles. Carolina (32-11-4) 
traded blows with Florida (33-10-5) for over 60 minutes, but 
in the end it was the Panthers that came out on top. 

An early third-period goal by defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
put the Hurricanes ahead with 16:47 to go, but the Panthers 
put the pedal to the metal down the stretch. Goaltender 
Frederik Andersen and the Canes defense held out for 
nearly 17 minutes, but Sam Reinhart finally found Florida’s 
equalizer with 48.3 seconds left to send the game to 
overtime. Aaron Ekblad then flew by left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen before putting the puck in the net to seal the deal 
after just 16 seconds of extra hockey. 

“In the third period we were hanging on a little bit, obviously 
a little too much,” said center Jordan Staal. “If we want to win 
those games, we’ve got to play a little more on our toes and 
in their end. We kind of let them come at us. … We’ve got to 
do a better job of playing with the lead.” 

The Canes’ bevy of missed chances earlier in the game 
ended up pouring salt on the wound. Carolina had two 
minutes to capitalize on a two-man advantage in the first 
period, but the power play got too fancy and failed to gain 
anything from the opportunity. A sliding block by Lukas 
Carlsson prevented the Canes from doubling their lead into 
an open net. Multiple empty-net opportunities in the final few 
minutes just did not go for Carolina. 

Of course, the puck did find the net five times on the night, 
twice going in for the Hurricanes. Teräväinen drew first blood 
with less than a minute left in the first period, firing off a 
sweet spinning shot that beat Florida netminder Sergei 

Bobrovsky through the five-hole. Not to be forgotten, center 
Sebastian Aho provided a sick setup from the trapezoid to 
link up with Teräväinen. 

The Panthers scored a highlight-reel goal of their own in the 
middle period to tie the game at 1-1. Aleksander Barkov 
schooled defenseman Brady Skjei one-on-one before 
slipping a shot past Andersen, eliminating the possibility of a 
shutout. 

Despite the uptick in goals towards the end, both goalies 
finished with all-around solid statlines. Andersen notched 28 
saves on 31 shots and Bobrovsky made 16 saves of his own 
while also securing the win. 

Still, the Hurricanes were undeniably crushed to have come 
up short after being so close to victory. Even though his team 
salvaged a point with the OT loss, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour was adamant that the Hurricanes were simply 
outplayed on the ice. 

“We got what we deserved,” Brind’Amour said. “[The 
Panthers] were the better team. … You got to give them 
credit, they put the gas on. Yeah it’s disappointing, but the 
better team won tonight, no question.” 

With both the Canes and the Panthers firmly in the playoff 
picture, the rough-and-tumble play and dramatic finish could 
very well be a sign of things to come. In the event that 
Carolina and Florida meet in the postseason, the Hurricanes 
know they will have to play better than they did tonight. 

“You could definitely feel it in the atmosphere, it was an 
exciting game,” Staal said. “Two good teams battling it out. 
The first period was very quick. Those are the games we 
love to play, and it’s too bad we were on the losing end. We’ll 
find a way to create a better game next time.” 

Carolina’s next chance to get back in the win column comes 
on Friday, Feb. 18 when it hosts the Nashville Predators. 
Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/category-5-hurricanes-get-final-chance-to-beat-panthers/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/hurricanes-surrender-late-lead-lose-in-ot-to-panthers/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/midseason-minor-league-check-in-chicago-and-norfolk/c-330801326 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-sidney-crosby-makes-history-alex-ovechkin-returns-to-the-lineup/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/predators-hurricanes-aim-to-shake-post-break-rust/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/17/22939142/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-fall-flat-against-florida-panthers 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/17/22936592/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-chicago-wolves-suzuki-kochetkov 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-blow-late-lead-sucker-punched-by-panthers-in-ot/article_e846304a-8fb0-11ec-8f1d-
df76b1fc7543.html 
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‘Two great teams going at it.’ Panthers snatch away victory from 
Hurricanes in OT 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED FEBRUARY 17, 2022 3:27 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes weren’t lacking for motivation Wednesday 
against the Florida Panthers. 

Both teams believe they can win the Stanley Cup this season. The 
Panthers had won the first two head-to-head matchups. Then, there was 
talk about animosity between the two teams stemming from last season, 
when the Canes beat the Panthers six of eight times. 

The game they played Wednesday wasn’t for the weak of heart or soft of 
flesh. Call it “big-boy” hockey, with a playoff-type blend of physicality, 
toughness and snarl, and it took overtime to decide it before the Panthers 
took a 3-2 victory. 

Actually, the Panthers snatched it away. Sam Reinhart scored with 49 
seconds left in regulation to tie things up, then Aaron Ekblad won it 16 
seconds into the overtime when the defenseman got behind Teuvo 
Teravainen, took a stretch pass from Jonathan Huberdeau and beat 
goalie Frederik Andersen with a short backhander. 

Just like that it was over. Ekblad was celebrating, Teravainen was angrily 
smashing his stick against the cage and the Canes (32-11-4) had lost for 
a fourth time in five games since the NHL All-Star break (1-3-1). 

“We got what we deserved,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said dryly. 
“Yeah, it’s disappointing but the better team won tonight, there’s no 
question.” 

Reinhart’s goal came as the Panthers (33-10-5) pulled goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky for a sixth attacker, and after the Canes’ Brett Pesce had just 
missed the empty net on a long attempt. Reinhart, unchecked to 
Andersen’s right after circling behind the net, hopped on a loose puck 
after a MacKenzie Weegar shot hit the Panthers’ Patric Hornqvist in front. 

In the overtime, the Panthers won the opening faceoff and Ekblad was 
able to quickly slip behind Teravainen, who took a futile swipe at the puck 
on Huberdeau’s saucer pass from the Florida zone. 

The Canes got goals from Teravainen late in the first period and Tony 
DeAngelo early in third. But the Canes’ failure to score on two minutes of 
a five-on-three power play in the opening period and a strong, aggressive 
third period by the Panthers were the difference in Florida’s first game 
since Feb. 1. 

“It was an intense game, a lot of battles, two great teams going at it,” 
Canes center Sebastian Aho said. 

Brind’Amour has often said this season that he has had “hold-your-
breath” days while he waited for the team COVID-19 results. While the 
COVID threat might be passing, Brind’Amour’s “hold-your-breath” time is 
having a healthy team and 35 games left to play in the regular season. 
The question: can the Canes keep it that way? 

In Wednesday’s game, Svechnikov took a blindside shot from Owen 
Tippett along the boards in the first period and was knocked to the ice. 
Svechnikov retaliated later with a hit on Sam Bennett, then had the 
Panthers’ Hornqvist and Radko Gudas drill him from behind near the 
Canes bench, a dangerous double-team hit. 

In the second period, Canes center Vincent Trocheck was leveled on an 
open-ice hit from Mason Marchment. Trocheck hopped up but picked up 
a penalty for playing without his helmet, perhaps still feeling the effects of 
the hit. 

Neither Svechnikov nor Trocheck were injured. But staying healthy is one 
thing for the Canes. Staying motivated is another. 

The Hurricanes were motivated in game 47 against the Panthers in a 
game televised nationally by TNT. But what about, say, game 56 against 
the Seattle Kraken? Or game 64 against the Dallas Stars? 

Baseball has its dog days of summer. In an 82-game NHL season, those 
dogs days can come in February and March when a team like the 
Hurricanes appears set for the Stanley Cup playoffs but must muster up 
energy and excitement for another 35 or so games. 

“A hundred percent,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday after the morning 
skate. “It’s February and you look up and it’s like, ‘Wait a minute, we still 
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have 40 games?’ Because you’ve been pushing hard and now you have 
to figure out a way to keep that mental focus. 

“The great ones can do it, right? The great teams just find a way to keep 
going, keep playing the same way. That’s the hard part of hockey. It’s not 
physically, for me, not a physical demand. Guys rest, get enough rest. It’s 
that mentally answering the bell that’s the challenge. 

“You’re aware, though, that it’s out there. It’s there. So you have to find 
ways to take care of that and make sure you’re aware of it. But there’s 
still just one way to play the game.” 

News Observer LOADED: 02.18.2022 
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Nashville Predators coach John Hynes fined $25,000 by NHL for 
'inappropriate conduct' 

 

Paul Skrbina, The Tennessean 

1-2 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

Nashville Predators coach John Hynes' bank account is $25,000 lighter. 

The NHL announced Thursday that Hynes had been fined that amount 
for "inappropriate conduct at the conclusion of NHL Game No. 1095 in 
Nashville on Tuesday, Feb. 15." 

No further explanation about what that conduct was after the Predators 
fell to the Washington Capitals in former Predators coach Peter 
Laviolette's first game at Bridgestone Arena since he was fired in January 
2020. 
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Here's how you can snap a pic with the Stanley Cup when Stadium 
Series comes to Nashville 

 

Paul Skrbina, The Tennessean 

2-2 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are bringing the beach to Nashville — and the 
Stanley Cup. 

Nissan Stadium will be the place to be Feb. 26, when the first NHL 
outdoor game in Nashville history takes place between the Predators and 
the two-time defending champion Lightning at 6:30 p.m. CT.  

But the games begin long before puck drop, in a parking lot outside the 
stadium where attendees will be able to dip their toes in sand from 
Florida beaches while lounging in chairs and take pictures with the Cup. 

For five hours that Saturday afternoon, from 1 to 6 p.m., the NHL 
PreGame fan fest will take place in Parking Lot R. 

The Stanley Cup will be available for photo ops from 1 to 5:30 p.m. Live 
musical performances and the Tennessee Titans' Blue Crew Drum Line 
also will complement the many games and activities planned for the 
afternoon. 

Former NHL players also are scheduled to attend.  

Admission is free, and a ticket to the game is not required. Masks are 
strongly recommended. Proof of vaccination is not required for entry. 
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Penguins fall in lethargic loss to Maple Leafs 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  

Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022 9:47 p.m. 

 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan isn’t overly eager to offer the granular 
details of how his team conducts business. 

But he will offer something of a basic framework of what he expects from 
those he deploys on the ice. 

For example, how should they defend against an opponent with a potent 
offensive arsenal such as the one possessed by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs? 

“Our team is at its best when we’re taking away time and space from our 
opponents in all three zones,” Sullivan said to media in Toronto following 
an optional morning skate Thursday. “It can’t be isolated effort. It has to 
be collective effort. When we’re on the same page as a group of five out 
there, I think we’re hard to play against. We bring a certain stingy game 
to the table that makes us hard to play against. 

“It’s hard to score your way to championships in this league. You have to 
be able to keep the puck out of your net.” 

The Penguins did little to suggest they were worthy of any kind of trophy 
Thursday as they were defeated by the Maple Leafs, 4-1, snapping a 
four-game winning streak. 

Despite outshooting the Maple Leafs, 46-29, the Penguins offered an 
effort that displayed all the urgency of a dial-up modem right from the 
start. 

“We weren’t as sharp as we needed to be,” Penguins defenseman 
Marcus Pettersson said. “They’re a really dangerous team and we gave 
them quality looks. They’re going to punish you when you do that. It 
wasn’t our best.” 

The Maple Leafs scored on their first shot of the game 21 seconds into 
regulation. 

After an offensive zone turnover by Penguins forward Bryan Rust, Maple 
Leafs defenseman T.J. Brodie claimed the puck above the left circle and 
snapped a pass up the right wing, springing forward Auston Matthews on 
a breakaway. Attacking the cage, Matthews snapped a wrister past 
goaltender Tristan Jarry’s blocker for his 33rd goal of the season. Brodie 
had the lone assist. 

A power-play goal at 5:31 of the second period put the Maple Leafs up by 
two. 

After goaltender Jack Campbell settled a puck near his own cage, he 
handed it off to defenseman Morgan Rielly. Controlling it behind the net, 
Rielly surveyed the rink for a moment before embarking on an end-to-end 
mad dash through the Penguins’ penalty killers. 

After surging up his own slot by Penguins forward Zach Aston-Reese, 
Rielly then weaved his way around lumbering forward Brian Boyle at the 
center red line before gaining the offensive zone. Darting past 
defenseman John Marino, Rielly essentially ignored the passive 
resistance provided by defenseman Brian Dumoulin before roofing a 
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wrister from the left circle over Jarry’s right shoulder on the near side for 
his sixth goal. Campbell received the only assist and became the first 
goaltender to record a point against the Penguins this season. 

The Maple Leafs went up by a field goal with a short-handed score at 
18:36 of the middle frame. 

Under pressure by Maple Leafs forward David Kampf at the offensive 
blue line, Penguins defenseman Kris Letang lost the puck to Rielly, who 
created something of a breakaway. With Letang diving for a poke check, 
Reilly was able to pass the puck around Letang’s stick to the front of the 
crease for Kampf, who deked Jarry out of position and tucked a forehand 
shot into the cage for his seventh goal. Rielly collected the only assist. 

During the sequence, the net was dislodged by Jarry’s left skate, but the 
goal stood per NHL rules — rule 63.7 to be precise — which allows play 
to continue during an imminent scoring situation if a defending player 
knocks the net free and if the puck would have entered the net normally 
were it still in position. 

The Penguins’ typically dangerous power play was mostly feeble 
throughout the contest, going 0 for 5 while allowing Kampf’s goal. 

“A couple of times on the entries, we struggled,” Penguins forward 
Sidney Crosby said. “Then we got it in and got some zone time and then 
maybe forced a play or two. We couldn’t make that next pass to break 
pressure. Against a team that pressures, they’re going to try to force 
mistakes. They did a good job of that. We’ve got to be better as far as 
making plays.” 

Campbell’s shutout bid was spoiled 3:33 into the third period. 

After gaining the offensive zone at center point, Penguins forward Jeff 
Carter lost possession on a poke check in the slot by Maple Leafs 
forward Mitch Marner. Evgeni Malkin claimed the puck in the left circle 
and chipped a quick wrister on net. Campbell made the initial save then 
denied Carter on the ensuing rebound from the left of the crease. Malkin 
followed up by jamming in the puck with a forehand shot past Campbell’s 
left skate for his sixth goal. Carter tallied the only assist. 

The Maple Leafs restored a three-goal lead at 6:06. 

Pushing the puck deep on the right wing, Matthews saucered a slick 
backhand pass over the stick of Dumoulin to the front of the crease. 
Linemate Michael Bunting accepted the puck on his forehand and deked 
to his backhand. As Jarry slid out of position, Bunting tucked the puck 
into a mostly vacant net for his 16th goal. Assists went to Matthews and 
Marner. 

Jarry, who established a new career-high with his 40th game of the 
season, made 25 saves on 29 shots as his record fell to 25-9-6. 

His team fell Thursday after offering one of its least impressive efforts of 
the season. 

“We’ve got to be better and we’ve got to execute better,” Crosby said. 
“For whatever reason, we didn’t. Whether it was special teams or five-on-
five, we just didn’t do a good enough job executing. It’s hard to win 
games like that.” 

Notes: Penguins forward Evan Rodrigues recorded his first penalty 
minutes of the season with minor infractions during the first and second 
periods. Rodrigues was the last member of the Penguins’ active roster 
(non-goaltender) who had yet to accrue penalty minutes. Entering 
Thursday, Rodrigues had played the most games in the NHL (50) without 
being penalized this season. … The Penguins’ scratches were 
defenseman Mark Friedman and forward Radim Zohorna. … Attendance 
was listed as 8,139. Scotiabank Arena was permitted to be at 50% 
capacity for the first time since Dec. 11. Restrictions in Ontario related to 
covid-19 have capped capacity at 500 for sporting venues. 
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After Sidney Crosby's 50th goal vs. the Flyers, a former linemate recalls 
how that rivalry began 

 

TIM BENZ  

Thursday, Feb. 17, 2022 9:30 a.m. 

 

As the Penguins look to extend their winning streak to five games 
Thursday night in Canada against the Toronto Maple Leafs, many fans 
are still basking in the afterglow of Tuesday’s victory over the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Not only was it an enjoyable 5-4 comeback win for 
the Metropolitan Division-leading Penguins over the last-place Flyers, but 
it was also yet another game in which Sidney Crosby played a role in 
vanquishing the franchise’s hated cross-state rivals. 

The Penguins captain scored the club’s second goal of the night, which 
also marked the 500th of his future Hall of Fame career. As we’ve 
chronicled this week, that was one of many times Crosby has burned the 
Flyers during his time in Pittsburgh. It’s a rivalry that predates Crosby’s 
arrival in Pittsburgh by almost four decades. But it is also one that Crosby 
has augmented in the time since he came to town before the 2005-06 
season. 

During Tuesday’s game, Penguins radio and television analyst — and 
former Crosby linemate — Colby Armstrong recounted the tale of how 
that personal rivalry between Crosby and the Flyers truly began and his 
unique perspective of it. 

The storyline of mutual disdain for Crosby and the Flyers dates back to 
Nov. 16, 2005 when Crosby made his second trip into the Wachovia 
Center. The Flyers had already beaten Crosby and the Penguins 6-5 in 
Philly a month earlier. But Crosby registered a goal and an assist. 

This time, menacing defenseman Derian Hatcher and the Flyers seemed 
to have an agenda to physically welcome Crosby to the rivalry, as 
Hatcher cracked Crosby in the mouth twice with his stick, knocking out 
some of his teeth. 

The penalties weren’t called, and Crosby got an unsportsmanlike conduct 
call for complaining. In the end, though, Crosby had the last laugh and 
won the game with an overtime goal. It was his second of the night as the 
Penguins brought a 3-2 win back to Pittsburgh. 

Flyers coach Ken Hitchcock went on to label Crosby a whiner and a 
diver. Crosby went on to win three Stanley Cups, two scoring titles, two 
Conn Smythe Awards and a pair of Hart Trophies. 

Armstrong, a former first-round choice of the Penguins, was still with 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in the AHL at the time. He had yet to be called up 
and eventually played on Crosby’s line as a winger. 

Having skated with Crosby during just one camp that previous summer 
after Crosby was drafted No. 1 overall, Armstrong knew the 18-year-old 
phenom was going to be the real deal. 

So on a whim, he and a Wilkes-Barre team trainer just decided to attend 
that game in Philadelphia as fans. No passes or team seating. They just 
got a few tickets at the last minute and made the short drive to 
Philadelphia to sit in the stands to watch what would be Crosby’s 
“Welcome to the NHL, Welcome to Flyers-Pens” moment. 

During intermission after Crosby scored his 500th goal Tuesday, 
Armstrong recalled the story in the PPG Paints Arena press box. 

“I was actually double-fisting beers in the stands. I’m not going to lie,” 
Armstrong laughed. “I got to see what the fans were all about sitting in 
the stands. The play-to-play jarring and jeering that goes on in Philly … I 
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was hoping there were no (Philadelphia) Phantoms fans around us 
because the rivalry in the minors between teams was pretty good, too.” 

Armstrong said despite the fans cheering as Crosby got shoved around 
by Hatcher, there was a moment of realization by the end of the game 
that Crosby was going to be a thorn in the side of the Flyers for a long 
time. 

“His lips were bleeding. His helmet was tipped up on his head. His little 
hair was down on his forehead. But it was electric how he snuck away on 
a breakaway and scored (in overtime),” Armstrong remembered. “And I’ll 
never forget there was a guy in our section after Sid scored that goal. He 
stood up and he said, ‘I think we are going to have to get used to seeing 
a lot of this.’” 

After 50 career goals against the Flyers, that guy seemed to be onto 
something. 

“Pretty awesome one there, sitting there in the stands. A different 
perspective, right? A few months later, and I’m playing on his line,” 
Armstrong said. 

Armstrong would end up with 16 goals and 40 points as a rookie. Crosby 
had 39 goals and 102 points, finishing second in the Calder Trophy 
balloting to Washington’s Alexander Ovechkin for Rookie of the Year. 

Another Crosby rivalry that got started early in his career and has 
continued to thrive for the last 17 seasons. 
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Two days after emotional milestone win, Penguins are listless in loss to 
the Leafs 

 

Matt Vensel 

5-6 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

TORONTO – The hangover from Sidney Crosby’s milestone night 
seemed to still be lingering 48 hours later when the Penguins visited the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Tuesday’s 5-4 win against the Philadelphia Flyers was one of the most 
emotional games in recent Penguins history. Sidney Crosby scored his 
500th goal against his bitter rivals. The home bench emptied in 
celebration in PPG Paints Arena. Then the Penguins capped it all off by 
coming from behind to win in overtime. 

Concerns about a possible letdown Thursday here at Scotiabank Arena 
turned out to be well founded. The listless Penguins got pounded by the 
Leafs, 4-1. It was their first loss since the All-Star break, snapping a four-
game winning streak. 

“We obviously didn’t have our best. We just weren’t good enough 
tonight,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “We didn’t execute well enough. I 
don’t think we were hard enough to play against. You can’t give a team of 
that caliber the types of opportunities that we gave them tonight. They’re 
a good hockey team.” 

Auston Matthews caught Crosby and the Penguins sleeping on the first 
shift of the night and beat Tristan Jarry on a breakaway just 21 seconds 
in. The score almost became 2-0 a minute later but Jarry robbed Alex 
Kerfoot on a 2-on-1. 

The Penguins briefly rebounded, but “Soooooup!” chants repeatedly 
rained down throughout the first period when Jack Campbell, the All-Star 

goalie for the Leafs, made difficult saves on Jeff Carter, Jake Guentzel 
then Evan Rodrigues. 

After that push fizzled out, the Penguins could not find a second wind. 
And when the visitors started to chase the action, the Leafs piled on like 
the snowstorm that hit Toronto during the game and grounded the 
Penguins there overnight. 

It was transition defense that hurt them most, with four Leafs goals off the 
rush. 

“We knew that going in, that they are a good rush team,” Marcus 
Pettersson said. “So it was pretty sloppy from us to give up those looks. 
[Jarry] made some good saves … but keep giving them chances like that 
and they’re going to score.” 

Morgan Rielly made it 2-0 with a gorgeous goal early in the second 
period. With the Leafs on a power play, the smooth-skating defenseman 
went coast to coast on the Penguins then snapped a shot off the 
crossbar and in behind Jarry. 

David Kampf scored short-handed for the Leafs after another giveaway 
at the blue line by Kris Letang, who hasn’t been at his best the last 
couple of weeks. 

“We know we can be better. We’ve got to execute better. And for 
whatever reason we didn’t,” Crosby said. “But consistently, whether it 
was special teams or 5-on-5, we just didn’t do a good enough job 
executing. It’s hard to win like that.” 

When the Penguins got their own good looks, like when Kasperi 
Kapanen streaked down the wing when it was still 2-0 in the second, 
Campbell stood tall. 

If you are looking for a silver lining in the loss, how about Evgeni Malkin’s 
line? 

Looking for a spark in his middle six, Sullivan again shuffled his lines. Jeff 
Carter got a chance on Malkin’s wing. Rodrigues, mired in an 18-game 
scoring drought, was back in the middle of the third line, between Brock 
McGinn and Kapanen. 

Malkin followed up a Carter rebound to get the Penguins on the board 
early in the third period. That new line, with Danton Heinen on the left, 
had a few encouraging sequences as they out-shot and out-chanced 
their opponents at 5-on-5. 

“They had some real good shifts after Geno scored,” Sullivan said. “The 
third period was their strongest. His line had more zone time. They were 
more of a threat.” 

Pittsburgh’s first-liners had a rough night, though, a rarity in recent 
weeks. Crosby looked off and his linemates and he were on for two of 
Toronto’s tallies. 

That included Michael Bunting’s goal less than three minutes after Malkin 
scored. Flipped a sweet saucer pass by Matthews, Bunting beat a 
sprawling Jarry. 

Jarry was better than the final score suggests. With several quality stops, 
including stuffing Matthews on a second breakaway, he kept it close for a 
good while. 

“He’s been real solid. And tonight we made him work much more than he 
should have to,” Crosby said of Jarry, who had 25 saves. “He still gave 
us a chance.” 

Thursday’s game versus the Leafs was the first of several measuring-
stick matchups for the Penguins over the next month. Much like the 
Penguins, Matthews and the Leafs snapped out of an early-season 
malaise then powered up their division’s standings. They have now won 
12 of 17 games this calendar year. 

The Penguins get back on the ice Sunday, when they host the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PPG Paints Arena. The Metropolitan Division showdown 
starts at 1 p.m. 
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The Penguins and Hurricanes haven’t played in nearly two years. 
Watching from afar, Crosby sees a fast, deep team with an attacking 
style similar to Toronto’s. 

“We’re going to play teams like that here a good chunk of the time down 
the stretch,” Crosby said. “We’ve got to make sure we’re elevating our 
game, too.” 
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Brian Boyle and the Penguins' new fourth line is starting to settle into an 
identity 

 

Matt Vensel 

5-6 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

TORONTO — Coach Mike Sullivan is still searching for combinations 
worth sticking with in his middle six, leading to another lineup shuffle 
Thursday at Scotiabank Arena. But the Penguins’ fourth line, perhaps 
settling into an identity, was intact. 

During Thursday’s game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, the trio of 
Zach Aston-Reese, Brian Boyle and Dominik Simon was looking to string 
together a third solid game in a row. They made a difference in Sunday’s 
win in New Jersey, with Boyle netting the winning goal. They were 
effective again against Philadelphia. 

The three of them vary in size, particularly Boyle and Simon. Their skill 
sets aren’t all that similar either. But Simon’s short-area playmaking, 
Boyle’s burly frame and Aston-Reese’s pesky play along the boards has 
led to some success. 

And that is no small thing for a Penguins team that’s lacked secondary 
scoring lately and is not expected to get Teddy Blueger back in the mix 
until March. 

“Offensively, they’re all a little bit different in what they bring,” Sullivan 
noted. “But sometimes the complementary skill sets, because they’re 
different, can make a line effective offensively. ... When they can 
generate offense for us, it helps us create the balance that we’re looking 
for on both sides of the puck.” 

Last week, while the Penguins were in Boston, Sullivan said he wanted 
that line to spend more time in the offensive end, grinding down 
opponents with the forecheck and the cycle game. That message was 
received loud and clear. Not only did they score in back-to-back games, 
the ice was also tilted in their favor. 

Defensively, that trio entering Thursday had given up just two goals in 
nearly 44 minutes of 5-on-5 ice time together, per Natural Stat Trick, 
while earning 57.6% of the scoring chances. And that is with them being 
used similarity to how Blueger was prior to his fractured jaw, with a lot of 
defensive zone starts. 

“They’re different in some ways,” Sullivan said. “But the one common 
denominator between the three of them is that I think all three of them 
are conscientious defensively. They have good awareness away from the 
puck. They’re strong on puck battles. They’re good on the walls. They’re 
willing to block shots.” 

This line will get disassembled if and when the Penguins ever get fully 
healthy. But in the short term, a boost from Boyle and his wingers would 
be helpful, especially with the second and third lines scuffling amidst all 
the lineup shuffling. 

To open Thursday’s game, Evgeni Malkin had Jeff Carter and Danton 
Heinen on his wings. The third line was Brock McGinn, Evan Rodrigues 
and Kasperi Kapenen. 

Sullivan said Thursday that Jason Zucker, who underwent core muscle 
surgery late last month, is back in Pittsburgh but has not yet been 
cleared to skate. 

“He’s continuing his rehab off the ice and making progress there,” he 
said. 

Zucker last played for the Penguins on Jan. 17, scoring twice back in his 
hometown of Las Vegas. He has just six goals and 13 points in 31 games 
this season. 

Meanwhile, there is no updated timetable for Blueger, who is recovering 
from a fractured jaw. He has skated on an individual basis over the last 
10 days. 

Could another net 500? 

Carter, who has hit a few major milestones himself, said Tuesday’s win 
was “a special night” at PPG Paints Arena, with Sidney Crosby scoring 
his 500th goal. 

Might Carter get there eventually, too? He got his 400th goal in the first 
week of the season and he was up to 412 entering Thursday’s game in 
Toronto. 

“I can only wish that I could ever get there, but I think we’re running out of 
time,” said Carter, 37, who is under contract with Pittsburgh through 
2023-24. 

Tough tests on horizon 

The Penguins faced a bunch of non-playoff teams in recent weeks, but 
the schedule will soon become more difficult, with several measuring-
stick games. 

After Thursday’s game in Toronto, they will on Sunday play the 
formidable Carolina Hurricanes for the first time this season. Beyond that, 
games against the New York Rangers, Florida, Vegas, St. Louis and 
Tampa Bay loom on the horizon. 

“I know we have a couple big games coming up. ... But you take it one 
day at a time, one game at a time and focus on the task at hand,” Evan 
Rodrigues said. 
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'I will beat this': Stan Savran won't let lung cancer slow him down 

 

Joshua Axelrod 

5-6 minutes 2/17/2022 

 

Stan Savran hadn’t planned to let the public know about his lung cancer 
diagnosis until he felt like he had no other choice. That moment came 
much sooner than expected. 

On Monday, during his “Savran on Sports” radio show on ESPN 
Pittsburgh, he received a call from a regular who asked if the host was 
over his recently mentioned bout of pneumonia. The next caller asked if 
Savran was suffering from anything more serious than pneumonia. 

He had already told his family, close friends and bosses at ESPN 
Pittsburgh, WDVE and AT&T SportsNet. Savran was waiting until the 
news began “bubbling under the surface” to reveal it, but those back-to-
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back calls felt like the right opening to tell the world what he has been 
going through. 

“This would fall under the category of bubbling under the surface,” 
Savran told the Post-Gazette. “I decided I wanted to control the narrative 
and didn’t want rumors flying.” 

So the 74-year-old Cleveland native came back from a commercial break 
and told everyone that he had been diagnosed with lung cancer almost a 
month prior and had already undergone two chemotherapy treatments. 
Since then, he has been inundated with well-wishes and encouragement 
from his colleagues and fans who have grown to admire him after almost 
five decades in Pittsburgh sports media. 

Savran is no stranger to health-related setbacks. He has been through 
27 surgeries that have included open-heart bypass surgery, four back 
surgeries, two surgeries to remove brain tumors and multiple toe 
amputations due to diabetes. This most recent diagnosis wasn’t a 
complete surprise considering that his grandfather died of lung cancer, 
both his parents died of cancer and his younger sister has undergone a 
double mastectomy. 

No one could blame him for taking a step back. And yet, there Savran 
was Tuesday evening at PPG Paints Arena doing the AT&T SportsNet 
pregame show before the Penguins-Flyers game, where Sidney Crosby 
scored his 500th career goal. He’ll be back at it Thursday night as the 
Penguins take on the Maple Leafs in Toronto. 

“I have no plans to do anything less than I’ve always done,” Savran said. 
“I see no reason not to. I have not yet felt any reason not to do what I 
normally do, what I like to do, what I need to do.” 

Chemotherapy certainly isn’t fun, but he said it’s also not debilitating. He 
noted that he will receive treatment once every three weeks for the rest 
of the year. He’s settling into a routine where he finishes his radio show 
and heads over to the UPMC Hillman Cancer Center in Shadyside for a 
three-hour treatment.  

After the Thursday treatments, the effects of chemotherapy generally 
begin to hit him hard two days later. Savran said he doesn’t return to 
feeling “as close to a human being” as possible until the following 
Wednesday. 

So far, he’s lost 8 pounds mostly because it’s been difficult for him to eat 
regularly. Though Savran has experienced some “rugged” days, both he 
and his doctors are optimistic that he can continue working as usual 
while doing chemotherapy. He felt good enough to go to the gym last 
Friday, and his doctors have assured him that he’ll still be able to get 
some tennis matches in once the weather breaks. 

“Maybe I’m obtuse,” he said. “Probably I’m just stubborn and determined. 
I understand the gravity ... but I don’t treat this any differently than the 
other things I’ve had to endure.” 

Savran has been inundated with Facebook messages, tweets, emails, 
texts and calls letting him know Pittsburgh is with him. Considering that 
he’s currently single with his family scattered around the country, the 
support he’s receiving has shown just how much “those folks have been 
my family,” he said. 

He really felt the love during that Tuesday Penguins game while walking 
through the arena. Three people stopped him and said something to the 
effect of, “You’ve got this! The whole city’s behind you!” 

“I really melted in a puddle right then and there,” Savran said. “For 
people to stop and take the time to say that to me, I’m just overwhelmed.” 

Pittsburgh sports fans clearly don’t have to worry about seeing and 
hearing less of Savran. He’s confident that he’ll be able to tackle lung 
cancer like every other medical obstacle he’s faced. 

“I will beat this, just like I’ve beaten all the other things,” he said. “I have 
no plans to the contrary of not winning this. I’m a competitive guy, and I 
will win this fight. ... 

“I’m not going to slow down or take a step back. To me, if you take a step 
back, that’s giving in. And I’ll never give in.” 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Careless Penguins very much earned this loss 
in Toronto 

 

By Josh Yohe  

Feb 18, 2022  

  

TORONTO — Remove the glorious comeback and the Sidney Crosby 
lovefest that took place two nights earlier against the Flyers, and it could 
be reasonably concluded that the Penguins weren’t very good Tuesday. 

They tried the same approach — high-risk, lackadaisical at times and 
generally unaware — against a competent team Thursday at Scotiabank 
Arena. It didn’t go so well. 

The Maple Leafs took advantage of a very careless Penguins team and 
rolled to a 4-1 victory. 

It was clear from the early stages that the Penguins’ mental toughness 
and decision-making, both of which have been somewhat responsible for 
their wonderful season, were nowhere to be found. 

“We obviously did not have our best,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “I don’t 
think we were hard enough to play against. You can’t give a team of that 
caliber the chances we did tonight.” 

Auston Matthews, who later left the game temporarily with a bizarre injury 
after skating directly into the goal post, needed only 21 seconds to start 
the scoring. With Brian Dumoulin out of position and Crosby covering at 
the left point, Matthews snuck behind Crosby and ultimately beat Tristan 
Jarry on a breakaway to begin the evening on a very ominous note for 
the visiting team. The Penguins didn’t give up — they never do — but 
they looked completely out of sorts most of the game from a mental 
standpoint, making one bad decision after another. 

Morgan Rielly, David Kampf and Michael Bunting also scored for the 
Maple Leafs. 

Evgeni Malkin scored for the Penguins in the third period when the game 
was essentially over. 

Crosby said this setback can be a learning experience. 

“I think you’ve got to (learn from it),” he said. “But you try to move by it. 
We know we can be better and we can execute better. We’ve got to be 
better as far as making plays.” 

They’ll have quite a challenge when they next take the ice as the 
Carolina Hurricanes come to Pittsburgh for a Sunday afternoon 
showdown. 

“We have the opportunity Sunday to hit the reset button and play the 
hockey we know we are capable of,” Sullivan said. 

Ten postgame observations 

• The Penguins outshot the Maple Leafs 46-29. If you didn’t see this 
game, please don’t be deceived by the shot total. It indicates the 
Penguins never give up. They really don’t. Effort is never a problem and 
even when the game was over, they were plugging away. 

And yes, the Penguins did have some golden opportunities. Jeff Carter 
and Jake Guentzel were stopped by Jack Campbell on first-period 
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breakaways and, without question, Campbell was excellent. If you stop 
45 of 46 shots, you can take a bow, and he was sharp all night. 

Still, the Penguins were sloppy beyond words and it started from the very 
first shift. Their decision-making in the first two periods was simply brutal. 
They forced passes through the center of the ice, didn’t cover for each 
other adequately, weren’t hard on pucks and gave the Maple Leafs a 
disproportionate amount of odd-man rushes. Jarry stopped 25 of 29 
shots which, on paper, isn’t so impressive. He was quite good, though. 

The Penguins were just overly careless with the puck all evening. They 
have a tendency to do this when they don’t play well, but this was an 
excessive amount of carelessness. They tried to out-skill their way 
through the Maple Leafs, and Toronto was having none of it. 

Sullivan said before the game that you “can’t score your way to a 
championship,” which is his way of suggesting that hard work, attention 
to detail and being responsible with the puck are every bit as important to 
winning the Stanley Cup as is talent. His team didn’t heed the warning. 

• Here’s something you won’t read in this space particularly often. Crosby 
had a really rough night. He couldn’t do anything right all evening. 

Lots of things happened on the game’s opening goal, none of them 
especially good. Dumoulin hasn’t looked right for three games now, and 
his decision to pinch on this place wasn’t a particularly good one. 

Bryan Rust then had a chance to make a play on the puck but wasn’t 
able to handle it. 

Crosby, you’ll note in the video, made the right decision to retreat to the 
point and initially skated with Matthews. However, Crosby lost track of 
Toronto’s young star, and Matthews beat Jarry cleanly on the breakaway. 

This goal very much foreshadowed the way the rest of the game would 
go. It just wasn’t pretty. The Penguins weren’t sharp, didn’t communicate 
like they usually do and simply looked out of sorts. 

Crosby just looked a bit off all game, especially with his passing. Almost 
every pass was a smidge late or a smidge early, it seemed. It was 
definitely one of his worst performances of the season. Like anyone else, 
he’s human. The last 48 hours have been pretty emotional for him. The 
good news is, he doesn’t have two bad games in a row. He’ll be just fine. 

• If that first goal foreshadowed what was to come, another one 
symbolized the evening perfectly. 

With 6:27 remaining in the third period, Crosby used his glove to direct 
the puck toward Guentzel. It was a really smart play and Guentzel may 
have had an opportunity on a rush, given that a couple of Maple Leafs 
were trapped on the play. 

However, Guentzel waited until the puck reached the neutral zone before 
he touched it. Thus, it was correctly called a hand pass. 

If we’re talking pure hockey intelligence, Guentzel is one of the Penguins’ 
two or three smartest players. He has outrageously strong hockey sense. 
And yet, he didn’t touch the puck. Given that he argued with the linesman 
immediately after the whistle, I’m going to assume that Guentzel didn’t 
know Crosby used his hand on the puck. 

But that’s kind of the point. The Penguins played plenty hard for most of 
the night, but there was a noticeable lack of awareness, and that’s 
something we don’t say about the Penguins very often. And we never 
say it about Guentzel. 

• It’s very difficult for me to be critical of this team. The Penguins are on 
pace for 114 points. They were 48 hours removed from the emotional 
high of the season. The Maple Leafs are very good. It’s a long season. 
These things happen. 

So yes, it was probably a loss you could feel coming. That doesn’t, 
however, change the reality that the Penguins’ decision-making was 
horrid. And as typically is the case, it was their best players making the 
majority of the blunders. 

Against Philadelphia, Malkin was the biggest offender. This time, Crosby 
and Kris Letang made an unusually high amount of mistakes. 

But still, when looking at the big picture, it must be understood that 
games like this happen to the best teams. I wouldn’t panic. 

• Dumoulin hasn’t looked right during the last three games. At all. I 
wonder if he’s banged up a bit. He was outstanding in the first two games 
following the NHL All-Star Break in Boston and Ottawa. Two of his best 
games of the year. In the three games that have followed, he’s looked a 
little shaky. A lot shaky, actually. 

Keep an eye on him. His importance to the Penguins should never be 
discounted. 

• My gosh, what a horrendous job by the Penguins’ power play tonight. 
They gave up a short-handed goal to Kampf, but that wasn’t even the 
half of it. The entries were, to be kind, sloppy. There was a general 
refusal to shoot the puck and the Penguins seemed more interested in 
jamming passes through the center of the ice than they did generating 
reasonable scoring opportunities. 

Everyone was to blame on the top power-play unit, though I thought 
Letang’s decision-making with the man advantage was especially poor. A 
night to forget for the power play. 

• I’m old enough to remember when Evan Rodrigues was destroying the 
league. What happened to that guy? If anything, he hurt the Penguins 
against the Maple Leafs. 

In Rodrigues’ last 18 games, he’s produced no goals and three assists. 
In the 18 games before that, Rodrigues produced nine goals and 19 
points. 

So, who is the real Rodrigues? I don’t know. But I do know that this is a 
player whose confidence fluctuates wildly, more than other players. It’s a 
great recipe for a streaky player, which is what he is. 

He committed two bad penalties against Toronto. Also, there was a 
strange play in the first period in which he was knocked down by the 
Penguins bench and took almost 10 seconds to get up. He didn’t look 
hurt. And he sure as heck didn’t look urgent. 

One of the things that has made the Penguins so dangerous is their 
ability to generate secondary scoring. Rodrigues had been the ringleader 
of that, but lately, he’s all but disappeared. This is a big problem in the 
short term and in the long term. He’s a free agent this summer. Do you 
keep him? Offer him big money? Let him go? 

Tough to say, but the three points in his past 18 games aren’t helping his 
cause. 

• Matthews skated mouth-first into the goal post while chasing Crosby. 
Really. 

I’ve never seen anything quite like this. Matthews immediately went down 
the runway to the locker room following this play. Watching it live, I 
thought he skated into the net on purpose to get a whistle because 
something had just happened to him earlier. 

Really weird. 

• The Maple Leafs were really impressive in the offensive zone all game. 
I don’t recall seeing a team look more physically dominant against the 
Penguins all season. They knocked the Penguins off pucks all games 
and out-skilled them on more than one occasion. 

I wasn’t the least bit impressed with how the Penguins played, but I did 
like what I saw from Toronto’s game. The Maple Leafs will likely be 
forced to go through the Lightning and Panthers if they’re going to even 
make it to the Eastern Conference final. That’s tough. Can they beat 
those teams? My instinct says no, but if Campbell is going to play at this 
level, it’s not impossible. 

• So, here we go. The Penguins have 31 games remaining, including 
three against Carolina and four against the Rangers. They get their first 
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glimpse at the impressive Hurricanes on Sunday at PPG Paints Arena. 
They’ll have some extra time to think about it, by the way. 

The Penguins were scheduled to fly home Thursday night and practice 
Friday. However, a significant snowstorm grounded the Penguins in 
Toronto. They won’t practice Friday. 

So, they get some extra time to think about this performance. It won’t be 
pleasant. 
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Tristan Jarry’s bond with Andy Chiodo is turning the goalie into a star — 
and the Penguins into Stanley Cup contenders 

 

By Josh Yohe  

Feb 17, 2022  

  

OTTAWA — Tristan Jarry and Andy Chiodo talk all the time. The 
goaltender and the goaltending coach talk about hockey, about life and 
about everything in between. Their bond has been instrumental to Jarry’s 
career and may pay wonderful dividends this spring. 

There’s only one thing they don’t talk about: The 2021 postseason. 

“Never,” Chiodo said. “Not one time.” 

The bond between the two was forged in the past, make no mistake. But 
Jarry and Chiodo don’t spend any time there when they speak. Life 
coaches will tell you that living in the past can be dangerous, and Chiodo 
speaks more like a life coach than a goaltender coach. Truth is, he’s a 
little bit of both. 

The foundation 

Jarry and Chiodo met in June of 2018, not long after Chiodo was named 
Penguins goaltending development coach. Despite coming off a fairly 
ordinary 2017-18 season, Matt Murray was considered a cinch to 
become the Penguins’ longtime goaltender, the glow of those two 
Stanley Cup rings still quite bright. Drafted five years earlier, Jarry hadn’t 
become a forgotten man, but his path to becoming the Penguins’ No. 1 
goaltender looked non-existent. Perhaps he’d make a good backup for 
Murray someday, or perhaps he could be groomed into a trade chip at 
some point and get his chance in another organization. Murray is only 
one year older than Jarry, after all. 

Chiodo was aware of this but trained Jarry to be a No. 1 goaltender 
anyway. All roads lead back to the 2018-19 season, when Chiodo spent 
most of his time working Jarry, grooming him, dispatching of bad habits 
in his game and in his life, polishing him into an NHL goaltender. 

“That was the season for him,” Jim Rutherford said. “We didn’t have a lot 
in Wilkes-Barre that year. Tristan had to face so many shots almost every 
night. And he kept getting better and better.” 

Headshot of Andy Chiodo 

Jarry was given a large workload, and for good reason. The Penguins 
needed to toughen him up, to see what they had. 

“That season was a growth opportunity for Tristan,” Chiodo said. “We just 
spent so much time together that year. We worked on his approach in 
general, his foundation, his habits. It was a very important time.” 

And a very busy one. 

“We wanted him to have a heavy workload,” Chiodo said. “We 
implemented it that way, giving him back-to-backs. His conditioning was 
never an issue. He was strong. His work ethic was good, too. You could 
see it that year. He pushed through so many barriers that season. He 
could play in practice, shot for shot, from the beginning until the end, 
without ever looking tired. A couple of times, he’d go back to back and 
would have to come into a game partway through on the third night, and 
he never looked tired. Ever. That was the year when we pushed his 
mental and physical threshold.” 

Jarry has never stopped pushing back, the foundation very much set in 
the 2018-19 season. He’s played the second-most games of any NHL 
goaltender and, the more he plays, the better he plays. 

“I just studied him so much and worked so closely with him,” Chiodo said. 
“I could see immediately how physically talented he was. That was clear. 
But then I got to know him and work with him, and I saw the work he was 
willing to put in. Pre-ice, he was there every morning. He took every rep. 
You know, he didn’t take a rep off all season. Not once. It became his 
habit. This guy wanted to be great. That’s when we worked on his 
foundation, both as a human being and as an athlete.” 

Jarry is so laid back, he can come across as lazy to those who don’t 
know any better. His personality screams surfer from California more 
than it does NHL goaltender from British Columbia. 

For that matter, when Jarry addresses the media, he is so monotone and 
so cliched, he might come across as a robot at best, or unintelligent at 
worst. 

You’d be wrong on all counts, his goalie coach says. 

“Oh, it’s just the opposite,” Chiodo said. “Trust me on that one. I’ve gotten 
to know him so well, and just the opposite is the truth. Tristan is smart. 
Really, he’s super smart. I haven’t been around many people who are 
more aware of their surroundings than Tristan. He’s so incredibly aware 
of people, of their energy, and of the energy that he’s sending off as well. 
He’s incredibly aware of everything, incredibly smart. I wish people knew 
him the way I do.” 

Chiodo wishes that people saw the competitor that he sees in Jarry, too. 

One week ago, Jarry received some physical and verbal abuse from 
Brad Marchand. The incident ultimately cost Marchand six games and, 
while Jarry was obviously the victim in the situation, he wasn’t exactly 
silent. 

The conversation between the two during the game wasn’t totally one-
sided. 

“Probably not,” Chiodo said with a laugh. “He’s super competitive. Super. 
And that manifests itself in different ways. I think, for any goaltender, the 
more confident you are, your natural inclinations come to life even more. 
And he’s confident right now. Really confident. The more that grows, the 
more you’re going to see his competitive fire come to life, because he 
has a lot more of that than so many people realize. When an athlete is 
prepared and confident the way Tristan is, the athlete will grow and will 
speak to you. So people are going to start seeing just how competitive 
Tristan is. It’s much more than people know.” 

All of which leads us to the topic that is never discussed. 

There are elephants in the room, and then there is the 2021 Stanley Cup 
postseason. Penguins. Islanders. First round. 

The implosion. 

Jarry looked rough in Game 1, allowing four goals to the glove side in an 
overtime loss. After rebounding to play well in Game 2, he gave up four 
goals in a Game 3 win. Then he was shelled in Game 4. Then he turned 
the puck over in overtime in Game 5 in one of the more infamous goals 
allowed in Penguins history. 

In Game 6, he looked more vulnerable than a goalie has a right to look in 
a playoff game. The Penguins never had a chance. 
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And yet, it’s never discussed. 

Why? 

“Of course I’m aware of what happened and of what people were saying 
about him,” Chiodo said. “My global awareness is there. I know what 
happened. But we don’t talk about it. I don’t see what good that does. He 
knows what happened just like everyone else does. I do want him to 
learn from what happened, the preparation. What can he do to get 
better? Talking about the present and the future, that’s more valuable 
than talking points about what happened in that series. That’s the focus. 
What works currently? What doesn’t? What do you like? What do you 
want in a goalie coach? How can I help you more? That was the nature 
of our first few conversations, and you know what? It still is. To this day, 
we have those conversations. I ask him what I can do to help him, what 
I’m doing that isn’t working, what I’m doing that is working.” 

Jarry is well aware of what happened against the Islanders and well 
aware that many fans wanted him to exit stage right. One night in 
Toronto, after a shutout win, he opened up ever so slightly about a 
conversation he had with general manager Ron Hextall over the summer. 
Hextall told Jarry that he was the guy and that he wouldn’t be traded. And 
that was that. 

“Ron’s great,” Chiodo said. “Being a former goalie helps. He’s always 
available to Tristan, and that’s a big deal.” 

Jarry, of course, has been nothing short of great this season, earning a 
trip to the NHL All-Star Game. He’s very much in the Vezina Trophy 
conversation. He went from good prospect to an All-Star in his first full 
season to a playoff disaster the next season to borderline star this 
season. 

It’s been quite a ride, but Chiodo insists this is only the beginning. 

“He’s playing really well,” Chiodo said. “But this isn’t over. This is 
ongoing. The challenges don’t stop in this league. They come from every 
direction. It’s all about preparing him for all the challenges that lie ahead. 
Talking about what happened last year doesn’t have a place.” 

Chiodo, incidentally, seems pretty convinced that Jarry has long gotten 
over that Islanders series. Maybe it was the summer work he put in. 
Maybe it was the ability to clear his mind. Maybe it was shutting out the 
Islanders when he next saw them on Black Friday. Maybe it was making 
it to another NHL All-Star Game. Maybe it was working on clearing his 
mind and staying positive. Maybe it was all the time he’s put in with 
Chiodo since the Penguins named him goaltender coach in August. 
Maybe it was the chat with Hextall. Maybe it was just time. 

Or maybe Jarry’s mindset is utterly perfect for his role. 

“Oh, his disposition is fantastic for being a goaltender,” Chiodo said. 
“Frustration can enter his mind, but with him, it doesn’t linger. It’s like that 
on both sides. He doesn’t let the good stuff stick around long, which is 
good. That bad stuff doesn’t stick around. I can be a conduit for him. I like 
to emphasize the positives. I like being in this kid’s corner, giving him 
reassurance. We all get frustrated, but you can see him really learning 
how to channel it. He doesn’t really get angry. He just has learned to 
control what he can control.” 

May 2022 

The Penguins, according to The Athletic’s mathematical model, have a 
better than 99 percent chance to qualify for the playoffs. They’re 
indomitable. They’re making the playoffs, and there’s a good chance 
they’ll be among the favorites to win the Stanley Cup. 

Jarry is going to be in an intense spotlight. To many, he’s the one guy 
who could hold Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin back from winning 
another Stanley Cup before they begin to fade. The memories of last 
spring remain fresh to Penguins faithful. 

Funny thing is, with all due respect to the future Hall of Famers and 
superstars whom Jarry shares a locker room with, he may be the biggest 
reason that they’re sitting very near the top of the current NHL mountain. 

He’s been a sensation this season. 

Chiodo takes absolutely no credit for Jarry’s success, but it’s pretty clear 
their bond is strong and very helpful to Jarry’s performance. 

Upon being named Penguins goalie coach in August — a late decision 
by the Penguins after they dismissed Mike Buckley — Chiodo’s first 
move was simple. 

“I called Tristan,” he said. “He was training in Edmonton all summer. I 
asked if I could come see him. He said yes. So I hopped a plane.” 

And what did Chiodo leran? 

“He was in a good headspace,” Chiodo said. “And man, was that great to 
see. We just went right back to work on the same foundation that we 
started in 2018. Same schedule. Same hard work. Same preparation.” 

The only topic Chiodo and Jarry didn’t talk about during that visit in 
Edmonton was hockey. He left that to Dustin Schwartz, Jarry’s offseason 
coach. (Chiodo is perfectly OK with this and has a great relationship with 
Schwartz.) 

“We just spent time together,” Chiodo said. “It wasn’t a coaching trip. 
That’s not what it turned out to be. We just drove to the rink and from the 
rink together every day. I wanted to spend some time with him. He’s such 
a great kid, you just want to be around him. Just a wonderful person. He 
really is. So it was nice for me just to be around the guy. We just needed 
to connect, and it was great. It’s all about trust, communication and 
having a good relationship. It’s a super beneficial thing. I wanted to have 
that connection. Tristan and I were able to pick up where we left off. 
Schwartzy was part of this, too. He’s great. People helping people is 
great. It’s about the athlete. How do we best set up Tristan and our team 
for success? It was a critical piece.” 

The Penguins have had many great goaltenders in their history and their 
personalities have been so, so different. 

Tom Barrasso was icy on a warm day. All business. Marc-Andre Fleury is 
one of the most personable people in hockey history. Matt Murray is an 
intellectual if ever there has been one. 

Then there’s Jarry, his quiet exterior perhaps obscuring a fire that burns 
underneath. 

“They’re all different,” Chiodo said. “And all special in their own way. 
Tristan and I, we definitely have a connection. It’s about give and take. 
Understanding. Listening. Finding a subtle reach for guidance. Tristan 
won’t always come at you with a direct question. Sometimes, he’s telling 
you he needs to work on something without really saying it. It’s just 
important to ask him questions. It helps. Working with him is a pleasure.” 

For all the time Chiodo and Jarry spend talking, there’s a time when they 
don’t: during games. 

It might seem a little odd — “I know a lot of goalie coaches talk with guys 
during games,” Chiodo said — but this is how they operate. 

“I’m not against saying something if it’s glaring,” Chiodo said. “But I think 
independence for a goaltender is a good thing. We have established that. 
I trust Tristan. In moments where he needs to get through things on his 
own, he does it. That’s huge for him.” 

Jarry has made only minor tweaks to his fundamentals. They were never 
the problem. 

A gifted puck handler, he has refined those talents and isn’t taking as 
many chances this season. 

“Simple is sexy,” Chiodo said. “If you have the ability to make plays, stop 
rims, to snap it the way he does? There is great power in the genius of 
simplicity. Make that clean, 10-foot pass. Don’t take that chance if it 
doesn’t make sense. He’s helping his team right now. He’s on the same 
page as all of them, and it’s yielding some great results.” 

Winning Stanley Cups is pretty damn sexy, too. 
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The Penguins believe in their goalie right now, and Chiodo’s relationship 
with him has only helped that cause. Jarry’s physical skills go without 
saying. His season has been spectacular. His mindset clearly is good at 
the moment. 

When the playoffs arrive, he’ll be under the microscope, but his 
goaltender coach doesn’t sound afraid. Instead, Chiodo again directs the 
attention to the desire that rests in Jarry, the thing that many don’t see 
when watching the laid-back son of grocery store owners and what they 
don’t hear when he utters a cliche into a microphone. 

“Man, does he care about his teammates,” Chiodo said. “So very much. 
The guy just wants to win.” 
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Penguins Struggle Against Maple Leafs Attack, Overwhelmed 4-1 

 

Published 8 hours ago on February 17, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins (31-12-8) fell behind just 21 seconds into the 
game and were never close. The Toronto Maple Leafs attacked the 
Penguins in all three zones but only got a goal from Evgeni Malkin as 
Toronto goalie Jack Campbell was impressive. On Thursday, the 
Penguins had 46 shots, but Toronto won, 4-1 at Scotiabank Arena. 

Campbell was good, but he didn’t rob the Penguins. They did a pretty 
good job serving Toronto Grade A chances with 19 giveaways. Toronto 
had another 11 takeaways. 

A lot of pucks went the other way. Tristan Jarry was also very, very good. 
He stopped 25 of 29. The Penguins four-game winning streak ended, as 
did Sidney Crosby‘s six-game point streak. 

Toronto didn’t waste much time before they lit the lamp. On the game’s 
first shift, it was not Penguins captain Sidney Crosby, who is notorious for 
scoring early, but Toronto captain Auston Matthews. Just 21 seconds into 
the game, Matthews (33) flew the zone for a breakaway goal. 

Toronto had a few odd-man rushes and more Grade-A chances in the 
first period, but Tristan Jarry made a few pretty saves to keep the 
Penguins close. 

Pittsburgh Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan swapped his middle-six 
forwards and juggled the Penguins lines. Evan Rodrigues moved to the 
third-line center spot, and Jeff Carter flipped to the second-line LW with 
Evgeni Malkin. 

The Penguins’ lack of push from their middle lines was evident, as was 
the aggressive Toronto attack. Toronto attacked the puck in all three 
zones and on special teams. 

Morgan Reilly burned the Penguins PK unit early in the second period 
with an end-to-end goal. The Penguins PK played soft, assuming Reilly 
would pass or pull up, but Reilly blew past both forwards out of his zone 
and through center ice. Then he whizzed past both Penguins 
defensemen, John Marino and Brian Dumoulin, for a clean look at 
Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 

Reilly (6) ripped the shot past Jarry. 

Later in the second period, the Toronto attack remained unrelenting. On 
the Penguins power play, David Kampf stole the puck from Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang at the blue line, and it became a two-on-none 

breakaway. Kampf (7) swept around Jarry and buried the puck into a 
loose net. 

Toronto was able to sag backward in the third period, though the 
Penguins attacked early. 

Jeff Carter was stuffed by Campbell a few times in the first two periods 
but finally cracked the Blue and White goalie. Carter weaved through a 
couple of defensemen early in the third period. Carter got two whacks at 
his chance, but Evgeni Malkin (6) raced to the net for the final whack and 
Penguins’ first goal. 

However, Michael Bunting finished another Penguins turnover and 
Toronto odd-man rush. Bunting got behind both Kris Letang and center 
Evan Rodrigues. Bunting (16) beat Jarry from a few feet away when 
Matthews’s saucer pass landed perfectly on his blade. 

Evgeni Malkin led all players with six shots on goal. Jeff Carter and 
Sidney Crosby had five, each. 
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Drive for 5, Game 51: Penguins Lines, Notes & What to Watch vs. Maple 
Leafs 

 

Published 16 hours ago on February 17, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

It hasn’t been the cleanest win streak, but the Pittsburgh Penguins (31-
11-8) are at least finding their game for longer stretches. The Penguins 
hope to win their fifth game in a row when they visit the Toronto Maple 
Leafs (31-12-3) at the Scotiabank Arena on Thursday night. The 
Penguins are looking for more sustained offensive pressure, and head 
coach Mike Sullivan juggled the lines Wednesday at practice. 

The puck drops just after 7 p.m. 

Sullivan moved Jeff Carter from third-line center to second-line LW and 
Evan Rodrigues from winger to third-line center. Sullivan noted the 
Penguins lines aren’t etched in stone, but he was surprisingly candid 
about demanding more sustained offensive pressure. 

“…More sustained offense, just more sustained play. I just think with 
what we’ve had here over the last few games, we’re not getting, in our 
estimation, enough sustained zone time that I think helps us create the 
balance,” Sullivan said. 

Kasperi Kapanen will play his second game at Scotiabank Arena after 
five seasons with the Maple Leafs. Kapanen had one assist in the 
Penguins 2-0 win over Toronto on Nov. 20. Jake Guentzel and Jeff 
Carter scored first-period goals. The Penguins have won four of the last 
five against Toronto, including both meetings this season, (7-1, 2-0). 

The Penguins will need offense, but also to be stingy against the high-
flying Toronto Maple Leafs, who have five players with 40 points or more 
(Marner, Matthews, Reilly, Nylander, Tavares). Top center Auston 
Matthews has 57 points, including the second-most goals in the NHL 
(32). 

Toronto can score. This season, their goaltending has held up, too. Jack 
Campbell has kept pace with Tristan Jarry. Campbell has a .921 save 
percentage and a 2.38 GAA. 

Jarry will likely start for the Penguins after backup Casey DeSmith beat 
the Philadelphia Flyers, 5-4 in OT on Tuesday night. Jarry has a .925 
save percentage and a gaudy 25-8-6 record. 
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The Penguins are -190 to cover the 1.5 spread, so we don’t like that 
payoff, but they are a +130 Moneyline. Even better, the Penguins are 
+185 to win in regulation–We like that, a lot. The Penguins have owned 
the Maple Leafs over the last few years and outscored them 9-1 this 
season. The Penguins match up well against Toronto, though the new 
lines give us some concern. We’re not big on Jeff Carter at wing (BJC 
joke intended). 

But, a homecoming for Kasperi Kapanen could provide some fireworks 
with Evan Rodrigues. Kapanen is +2500 to score a goal. That $1 bet 
pays $25, plus the DraftKings promo. We’ll spend the buck. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes: 

*The Penguins special teams are rising. The PK Is second at 87.7%. The 
power play is 11th at 22.1%. 

*The Toronto Maple Leafs have the best PP in the NHL (31.5%, 1st) and 
a strong PK (83.8%, 8th). 

*The first goal will be clutch. The Penguins are 21-3-1 when scoring first. 
The Maple Leafs are 20-4.-1. 

*Penguins injuries; F Drew O’Connor, upper-body (13 consecutive, 16 
total), F Jason Zucker, lower-body (12 consecutive, 19 total), G Louis 
Domingue, lower-body (12 consecutive, 12 total), F Teddy Blueger, 
upper-body (9 consecutive, 10 total). 

*The Penguins have outscored Toronto 9-1 in two games this season. 

*The Penguins have won four of their past five games against Toronto (4-
1-0). 

*No team has scored more power-play goals than the Penguins (20) 
since Jan. 1. Only Toronto (33.3%) has a better power play percentage 
than Pittsburgh’s 31.1% in 2022. 

*John Marino (8) and Mike Matheson (6) rank first and second in the 
league in penalties drawn among defensemen since Jan. 16. 

*Sidney Crosby has a seven-game point streak (3-9-12) and scored his 
500th career goal on Tuesday night 
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Flyers fall to the Washington Capitals, 5-3, and lose fourth straight 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Feb 17, 2022 

 

After a goal late in the third period from winger Gerry Mayhew put the 
Flyers up 3-2, it seemed like the team was on its way to victory for the 
second time this month. 

Then, as it often has for the Flyers this season, the bottom fell out in a 5-
3 loss to the Washington Capitals at the Wells Fargo Center on 
Thursday. 

Less than 15 seconds after Mayhew’s goal, Garnet Hathaway deflected a 
shot past goalie Martin Jones to tie the score with less than three 
minutes to go in the third period. Then, Hathaway scored the game-
winning goal roughly two minutes later. A long-distance John Carlson 
empty-netter with less than a minute to go sealed the Flyers’ fate in a 5-3 
loss and extended their latest skid to four games. 

A nightmare of a final three minutes erased plenty of strong play from the 
Flyers, especially in the second period when they outshot the Capitals, 
12-6. 

“Honestly, I don’t even know what to say right now,” interim head coach 
Mike Yeo said. “You play 57 minutes the way that we did. And you leave 
the game feeling that way. That’s pretty tough. So in some ways you’re 
thinking about the good things that you did and how we can be confident 
going up against any team, knowing that even when we’re short with 
players, when we play our team game that we do, that we can have 
success. But we walk away with nothing here tonight.” 

With their loss, the Flyers are still looking for their first post-All Star break 
win. They have won just two of 17 games in 2022. 

“You wake up in the morning and it’s a new day,” center Scott Laughton 
said. “You work as hard as you can to try and get better and close out 
those games. But it’s a [bad] feeling.” 

Plenty of penalties plus a rebound 

With the score tied at 1 halfway through the second period, winger Isaac 
Ratcliffe was called for interference against defenseman Michal Kempny, 
sending the Flyers’ 24th-ranked penalty-kill unit to the ice. One minute 
and 15 seconds into the kill, which started out strong for the Flyers with a 
clear and a blocked shot, winger Cam Atkinson was called for a delay of 
game when he sent the puck over the glass. 

While the Flyers killed off all 45 seconds of the Capitals’ two-man 
advantage, they still had to kill off a 1:15 of a 5-on-4 that immediately 
followed. Center Joe Snively made the Flyers pay for their penalties, 
collecting his own rebound and scoring on Jones to put the Capitals up, 
2-1. However, the Capitals didn’t carry any momentum into the remainder 
of the second period after their man advantages. The Flyers surged 
offensively for the next five minutes, culminating in a Travis Sanheim 
goal off the rush to tie the game at 2-2. 

“You look back on that game, and you see a loss, but I mean, we played 
a good game,” winger Travis Konecny said. “We worked hard. Everyone 
was buying in. There’s something to take from it. It’s obviously hard to 
process right now.” 

Mixing up Mayhew 

Coming out to start the second period, Yeo moved winger Oskar 
Lindblom off the top line with Claude Giroux and Cam Atkinson and 
moved up Mayhew in his place. Lindblom assumed Mayhew’s former role 
on the third line alongside Morgan Frost and Max Willman. In 3:07 of 5-
on-5 ice time, the Mayhew-Giroux-Atkinson line registered five shot 
attempts and only allowed one shot. 

The Flyers’ power play has struggled with clean entries and seamless 
puck movement this season. As a result, their man advantage ranked 
30th in the league (14.4%) heading into the game. However, Mayhew’s 
second-power play unit displayed sound chemistry when defenseman 
Trevor van Riemsdyk was called for an instigator misconduct penalty in 
the second period. From the top of the right face-off circle, Frost passed 
the puck to Ratcliffe, who tapped the puck back to Lindblom at the right 
dot. Lindblom found Mayhew at the bottom of the left face-off circle and 
sent a wrist shot past goalie Ilya Samsonov to tie the score at 1. 

“Gerry’s been great for us,” Konecny said. “I feel like every time we need 
a play or the team might be down, Gerry’s always that guy who’s moving 
his feet. You know what you’re going to get from him. He’s going to work 
hard. He’s going to put pucks to the net. He’s getting rewarded for doing 
the right things.” 

Jones jumps back in 

After a five-game layoff dating to Jan. 25 between starts, Jones got the 
nod in net against the Capitals. Jones looked solid in the first period, 
denying seven of the Capitals’ eight shots on goal. One of his most 
impressive saves came halfway through the period off a three-man rush 
when Capitals star Alex Ovechkin set winger Conor Sheary up for a tip-
in, but Jones was in position to turn the puck aside. 
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Defenseman Michal Kempny scored on a slap shot from the blue line 
through traffic to put the Capitals up, 1-0, late in the first period. Capitals 
wingers Hathaway, Carl Hagelin, and Flyers defenseman Justin Braun 
clogged up the middle of the ice and obstructed Jones’ view of the shot. 
Jones faced the Capitals’ wrath on the power play in the second period, 
allowing Snively to score on his own rebound with chaos in front of the 
net. A deflection and a defensive breakdown aided the Capitals in their 
late comeback that saw Jones give two more in the third. In total, Jones 
saved 20 of 24 shots on goal. 

What’s next 

The Flyers play against the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday at 3 p.m. in 
the first of back-to-back home games. 

 

Philadelphia Inquirer / Daily News LOADED: 02.18.2022 

1235728 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers’ Gerry Mayhew ready to go following scary injury; Scott Laughton 
continues to be a bright spot 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Feb 17, 2022 

 

With shades of green, yellow and purple painting his left eye, Gerry 
Mayhew sat in front of the media and said with a grin that he was back 
and ready to play. 

Mayhew had been out since Saturday when he went crashing into the 
boards behind the net while in Detroit. He crumpled to the ice and tore off 
his helmet as blood streamed down his face from above his eye and from 
his nose. Mayhew said it was very scary in the moment. 

» READ MORE: Hayes: The Philadelphia Flyers have never been worse 

“It kind of flashed before your eyes,” Mayhew said. “You look up and the 
boards are there and next thing you know, you’re bleeding.” 

Luckily, Mayhew already had an idea that his eye was fine and that he 
wasn’t concussed because he could still see and didn’t have a headache. 
The Flyers checked him out as a precaution, and Mayhew ended up with 
12 stitches — six on the inside and six on the outside. 

The team originally expected Mayhew back for Tuesday’s game against 
the Penguins, but he woke up with his eye so swollen that he couldn’t 
even get a contact in. Instead, Isaac Ratcliffe moved up a line while 
Mayhew sat in the press box and watched through the lenses of his 
glasses. 

His eye has healed a lot since then, although it’s still not a pretty sight. 
But the Flyers don’t need him to look pretty. They’re excited to get him 
back on a line with Morgan Frost and Max Willman, which will hopefully 
rekindle some of the chemistry the three had built before the All-Star 
break. 

Mayhew, Frost, and Willman all spent time with the Phantoms and took 
some time to hit their stride in the NHL. In the six games before the 
break, they started to click and as a result became productive. 

“A big part of it was the speed of Gerry and Max and sort of the mentality 
just to go north,” interim coach Mike Yeo said. “I thought their forecheck 
was very effective for those guys.” 

Both Mayhew and Willman also helped bring out Frost’s talents. Frost is 
a skilled offensive player who’s more about finesse. While there are 
things that Frost has to do himself to bring his game up to its potential, 

Yeo said, he’s also someone who needs his teammates to “put him in 
spots where he has the ability to make plays and create things.” 

Frost was starting to do that before the break, before returning to the 
Phantoms for added game time while the NHL team had off. He did not 
return until Tuesday’s game, after Mayhew had already been injured, so 
the line hasn’t played together since Feb. 1. Mayhew and Yeo both hope 
they can get back to where they were before the break, when the team 
won its final two games. 

“I thought they generated a lot of momentum for us,” Yeo said. “They 
were shooting pucks, they were going on net. They weren’t complicating 
the game. They were playing the game with a real strong work ethic and 
against this team tonight, that’ll be a good challenge and something that 
they’re gonna need, for sure.” 

Looking to Laughton 

It’s not a surprise that Scott Laughton’s offensive game has improved 
recently, Yeo said. When you put him with players who are “more geared 
towards” offense, like James van Riemsdyk and Travis Konecny, it 
makes sense his offensive game would be reinforced. 

Laughton, who can play anywhere on a line or in a lineup, has also spent 
the majority of his time this season at center. Staying in one place, has 
helped him find his stride, and being in the middle helps him utilize his 
speed more. 

“You look at a lot of the goals that he’s scored, he’s been able to create a 
lot by using his speed through the middle of the ice,” Yeo said. 

But the biggest area Yeo sees improvement is in Laughton’s leadership 
skills. With so many guys out, including team leaders Sean Couturier and 
Kevin Hayes, someone needed to step up. 

“We put that A on his jersey, and I feel that he’s taken a huge step in that 
regard,” Yeo said. “He’s so vocal on the bench right now. Doesn’t matter 
if we’re up a goal, if we’re down a goal. And his leadership goes far more 
than just what you’re saying.”  

Breakaways 

The Flyers host the Washington Capitals Thursday at 7 p.m. ... Martin 
Jones will start in goal. ... Rasmus Ristolainen (upper body), Kevin Hayes 
(adductor), Patrick Brown (MCL) and Derick Brassard (hip) skated with 
the team at morning skate. Yeo said he hopes Ristolainen and Brown will 
be cleared after the game. Hayes has shown a lot of improvement, so 
Yeo’s not sure if the March 1 timeline, when they were going to decide 
his status for the rest of the season, has moved up. Yeo still doesn’t have 
a timeline for Brassard. 
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The Philadelphia Flyers, who haven’t won a Stanley Cup in 47 years, 
have never been worse 

 

by Marcus Hayes | Columnist 

Updated Feb 17, 2022 

 

There was hope. It disappeared in 54 seconds. 

The Flyers on Tuesday held a 4-2 lead in Pittsburgh when, with 8 
minutes to play, Isaac Ratcliffe — playing in his fifth NHL game on his 
23rd birthday — was called for tripping. The Penguins scored 36 seconds 
into the power play. Then again, 18 seconds later. They won it 31 
seconds into overtime. Boom. Boom. ... Boom. 
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It was the worst moment of the worst loss of the season, by the worst 
Flyers team in franchise history. The club, which hasn’t won a title in 47 
years, has never been worse. 

Outmanned, outgunned, outplayed, and outworked, this edition of the 
Orange and Black would’ve made late owner Ed Snider turn green. They 
are more than hapless. They are more than helpless. 

They are hopeless. 

They cannot depend on developing youth, and they cannot count on 
returning veterans. 

This isn’t meant to assign blame, or to offer a solution. It’s merely meant 
to mark the moment when the franchise hit rock-bottom, and to 
acknowledge that this is where it will stay for the foreseeable future. 

Their captain, Claude Giroux, will almost certainly be traded in the next 
few weeks; he’s been scouted more lately than Gen. George Custer. This 
will end a leadership run that included nine calendar years ... and one 
playoff series win. He’s in the final year of his contract, and he loves 
Philly and his home in South Jersey, but, for the first time, he’s 
considering waiving his no-trade clause. Little wonder. 

On Tuesday, Giroux, fresh off a joyous All-Star appearance that saw him 
named MVP, had led his team to a two-goal lead against their archrival. 
They were poised to ruin a special night for Sidney Crosby, Giroux’s 
personal arch foil, who’d scored his 500th goal. And then, boom, boom ... 
boom. 

There has never been a more resilient Flyer, but Captain Claude left 
Pittsburgh stunned and deflated. 

“We’re playing a good game. We were controlling the game. Then one 
bad thing happened, and then the second,” he said. Then, a long, short 
plane ride home. “It wasn’t too fun. It hasn’t been too fun for a good 
amount of time, here.” 

It’s not going to be any fun anytime soon. 

Thirty-four games remain. It will feel like 104. 

The current coach, interim Mike Yeo, who replaced Alain Vigneault in 
December, probably won’t be their coach next season; what power does 
he possess, to inspire? 

Eleven players are out hurt, and only one — Joel Farabee — will return 
to any real effect. 

You say injuries? I say, depth. Good general managers prepare for such 
eventualities, and besides, James van Riemsdyk didn’t score just two 
goals in his first 24 games because Kevin Hayes’ abdominal wall 
collapsed. 

The best player, Sean Couturier, might never be the same after season-
ending back surgery. 

The franchise goalie, Carter Hart, is good, but he’s not great. 

The Flyers’ stated plan: Pray the injured vets return to form when they 
return next season, add a few pieces, close your eyes, grab your butt, 
and hope. 

They’ve employed this strategy before. Of course, the last time the Flyers 
were this bad, it made sense to grab your butt and hope. 

The Flyers spent most of the 2006-07 season trying to figure out why 
superstar forward Peter Forsberg’s feet wouldn’t heal properly. By the 
time they traded him (and his huge contract) to Nashville, the team was 
fated to a 22-win season and a .341 points percentage, the worst in club 
history. 

They now stand at .406, but don’t worry: .341 is squarely in their sites. 

Eight of their next nine games are against teams that would be in the 
playoffs if the season ended today. That includes games against the 

Capitals on Thursday and next Saturday, too. The Flyers have lost 12 of 
their last 14 games. 

Unlike the 2022 Flyers, the team 15 years ago had hope. 

The Flyers of 15 years ago were bad, but they had a core that was on the 
way up, including Kimmo Timonen, left, Mike Richards, second from left, 
Jeff Carter and Simon Gagne, right. 

The Flyers of 15 years ago were bad, but they had a core that was on the 
way up, including Kimmo Timonen, left, Mike Richards, second from left, 
Jeff Carter and Simon Gagne, right. 

Jeff Carter was 22. Mike Richards and Braydon Coburn were 21. Simon 
Gagne, 26, delivered his second consecutive 40-goal season. That core 
helped the Flyers make the next three playoffs and reach the 2010 
Stanley Cup Finals. 

This core? Winger Travis Konecny, 24, is having a second straight 
subpar season after a breakout 2019-20. So is defenseman Ivan 
Provorov, 25. JVR, a 32-year-old, $7 million expense, has been virtually 
invisible, and he’s owed another $5 million next season. 

Which, frankly, could be a worse season than this one has been. 

If the Flyers finish 2022 at .406, it would be their fourth-worst finish ever, 
behind not just the 2007 club but also the 1969-70 and 1968-69 teams. 
But those were the second and third editions of an expansion franchise, 
and expansion franchises have hope baked right in. 

This is no expansion franchise. It’s just playing like one. 
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Giroux reveals feelings on trade possibility 

 

Wayne Fish  |  www.flyingfishhockey.com 

 

Claude Giroux has been captain of the Flyers longer than anyone in team 
history, including Hall of Famer Bob Clarke, and there’s a built-in two-way 
allegiance with the team. 

Yet as antithetical as it might sound, no player is impervious to change, 
including Clarke, who maybe was pushed to leave both his playing 
career and his role as general manager a little earlier than wanted. 

Which brings us to Giroux’s current plight with Philadelphia as the team 
sinks to near the bottom of the NHL standings. 

With elimination from playoff contention all but a foregone conclusion, 
Giroux has been put in the awkward position of being in the very center 
of trade rumors. His eight-year contract runs out in July, making him an 
unrestricted free agent, and that means contending teams will be seeking 
his services at the NHL trade deadline on or before March 21. 

Giroux, 34, would be a very attractive “rental” addition to a Stanley Cup-
contending team such as the Colorado Avalanche. Although the Flyers 
would hate to part ways with one of the most popular and accomplished 
players in team history, they would be crazy not to explore the chance to 
add assets for a player who could walk away a few months after the 
trade deadline. 

After Wednesday’s practice at the Flyers Training Center, Giroux 
addressed the possibility of leaving the only team he’s ever played for. 

Giroux said he has not yet spoken to general manager Chuck Fletcher 
about what the future might hold. 
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“Obviously we have a lot of things to talk about, I’m sure we will at some 
point,’’ Giroux said. “What’s best for the Flyers organization and what’s 
best for me and we’ll just go from there.’’ 

The Ontario, Canada, native appreciates all which has transpired since 
he was made a first-round draft pick back in 2006. 

“The organization here has been great for me,’’ Giroux said. “The last 14 
years they’ve treated me the right way. I had a chance to play with a lot 
of great players, had great coaches. I feel like it’s been an honor to have 
been a Flyer this long.’’ 

It sounds as if Giroux’s loyalty has been tested in this very difficult 
season. But he sort of nixed that notion. 

“Right now I’m committed to this team. . .start winning some hockey 
games, keep working as a team here,’’ he said. “When you put the Flyers 
jersey on, you have to wear it with pride. You just got to go out there and 
do the job. Do everything you can to get a win every night.’’ 

Ivan Provorov has been Giroux’s teammate for more than 400 games. 
He knows the kind of effort Giroux gives on a nightly basis. 

“He’s a guy who hates losing,’’ Provorov said. “That’s our mentality. 
Hopefully everyone on the team is going to feel that. ‘G’ is an easy guy to 
play with. When you hate losing and you see a guy who hates losing as 
much as you do, it’s easy to be on the same page.’’ 

The trade rumor static is just part of the business. 

“It’s impossible not to hear it,’’ Provorov said. “But it shouldn’t affect the 
way you play. Maybe the guys who are involved in the trade rumors, 
maybe a little bit; but at the end of the day, I think everyone going into the 
game should be able to clear their mind, just focus on the game.’’ 

Interim head coach Mike Yeo said he consults with Giroux on a regular 
basis. It’s helpful for both men. 

“First of all, it would be foolish not to listen to a guy like G with his 
experience,’’ Yeo said. “He’s got a real good pulse on the team. That 
(keeping the team in the right frame) is a big challenge.’’ 

Short shots 

The Flyers began an eight-game homestand on Thursday night. Martin 
Jones will start in goal when the Washington Capitals visit the Wells 
Fargo Center. . .Gerry Mayhew, who suffered a significant facial cut after 
a crash into the boards on Saturday at Detroit, will return to action after 
missing Tuesday night’s game at Pittsburgh. . .Yeo said Kevin Hayes 
(adductor) is getting “closer.’’ “He’s certainly doing a lot better than we 
thought,’’ Yeo said. The coach said there is no progress to report 
regarding Derick Brassard or Ryan Ellis. 
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Flyers: Another lead disappears in Caps’ comeback victory 

 

By TERRY TOOHEY | ttoohey@delcotimes.com | The Delaware County 
Daily Times 

PUBLISHED: February 17, 2022 at 11:45 p.m. | UPDATED: February 17, 
2022 at 11:46 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — With star Alex Ovechkin shut out on the scoresheet, 
the Washington Capitals turned to their fourth line when they most 
needed offense. 

Garnet Hathaway scored two goals in a span of less than two minutes 
late in the third period and the Capitals rallied late to defeat the 
Philadelphia Flyers 5-3 on Thursday night. 

Joe Snively, Michal Kempny and John Carlson also scored for the 
Capitals, who won their fifth in a row on the road to improve to 16-5-4 
away from Washington. 

“It’s not just about defense for them,” Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said 
of the line that Nic Dowd centers with Hathaway and Carl Hagelin. “They 
do a good job of getting out of the defensive zone and into the offensive 
zone and generating time, generating chances, and they’re able to score 
goals.” 

Gerry Mayhew’s second of the game put Philadelphia in front 3-2 with 
3:51 left in the third before the Capitals staged their furious comeback. 

Hathaway tied it at 3 just 54 seconds after Mayhew’s goal when his 
deflection from the slot of Carlson’s long-range shot got past Flyers 
goalie Martin Jones. 

Hathaway then gave Washington a 4-3 lead with 1:12 left in the third — 
1:45 after his first goal. Flyers defenseman Ivan Provorov turned the 
puck over behind the net and Hagelin found Hathaway all alone in front, 
and Hathaway buried it for his 10th of the season. 

“It’s huge,” Hathaway said. “It’s a good feeling. I think we’ve been playing 
well lately.” 

Travis Sanheim added a goal and an assist for Philadelphia, which has 
lost four in a row. The Flyers played the first contest of a club-record 
eight-game homestand. They won’t hit the road again until March 10 at 
Florida. 

“We’re learning we can have confidence playing our game; now we have 
to learn that we have to have confidence finishing the game,” Flyers 
interim coach Mike Yeo said. “We have to learn how to win. Sometimes 
learning how to win is learning how not to lose.” 

Carlson added an empty-netter with 48.8 seconds left. 

Ovechkin entered fourth in the league in goals (31) and tied for fifth in 
points (62). 

After a sloppy, listless first period, things heated up in the second. Early 
in the period, Caps defenseman Dmitry Orlov shoved Flyers captain 
Claude Giroux into the boards. Philadelphia’s Scott Laughton responded 
on the next shift with a crunching check of Kempny before dropping the 
gloves with Trevor van Riemsdyk. 

“It’s frustrating,” Laughton said. “Gotta find a way to close that one out.” 

The Flyers went on the power play after van Riemsdyk was assessed an 
instigator penalty, along with a game misconduct. And Philadelphia took 
advantage, tying the game at 1 with a slick tic-tac-toe setup from Isaac 
Ratcliffe and Oskar Lindblom to Mayhew, who beat Ilya Samsonov 8:54 
into the period from the side of the net for his fourth goal. 

After Ovechkin just missed giving Washington the lead, rattling the post 
with a hard slap shot, the Caps went in front when Snively followed his 
own miss on the power play to make it 2-1 with 7:11 left in the second. 

Sanheim knotted it at 2 with 58.4 seconds left in the period, finishing a 
pretty 2-on-1 with Travis Konecny by lifting the puck high over Samsonov 
from close range. 

Kempny netted his first of the season on a hard slap shot from the point 
that whizzed past Jones’ blocker to put Washington up 1-0 late in the first 
period. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Capitals: D Justin Schultz (upper body) missed his second straight 
contest. He is day to day. 
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Flyers: D Rasmus Ristolainen (upper body) was out of the lineup for the 
third game in a row. … Mayhew returned after a one-game absence 
following a cut near his eye that required 12 stitches. 
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Flyers Notebook: Late surge by Caps spoils big night for Jerry Mayhew 

 

By BOB GROTZ | rgrotz@delcotimes.com | The Delaware County Daily 
Times 

February 17, 2022 at 11:18 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Almost lost in the wreckage of a stunning 5-3 loss to 
the Capitals was the underdog story of Flyers call-up Gerry Mayhew. 

Until Thursday, when he netted two goals. the most notable thing the 29-
year-old product of the AHL had done with the Flyers was fly headfirst 
into the boards in Detroit. 

Mayhew needed 12 stitches to stop the bleeding from facial wounds and 
when he sat in front of the media Thursday, his first game since the 
wreck this past weekend, his left eye looked like it had taken a right hook 
from Mike Tyson. You should have seen the boards he ran into, right? 

“It’s actually a lot better today,” Mayhew said. “I think maybe moving 
around a little bit helped it. I’m lucky enough nothing happened to my 
eye. It could have been bad.” 

Despite the loss, Mayhew was one of the stars of the game, and it would 
have been the first one had the Flyers not blown up in the last three 
minutes after he jabbed the puck past Ilya Samsonov to give the Flyers a 
3-2 lead over the Caps with 3:51 remaining. 

The Wells Fargo Center broke out in the old “Let’s Go Flyers” rant. It 
looked like a win-win-win as the Flyers won a fight, Scott Laughton 
dropping Trevor van Riemsdyk with two tremendous right hands and oh, 
by the way, all-time NHL goal record-seeker Alex Ovechkin had been 
shutout. 

But the Caps scored three goals in 2 minutes, 8 seconds to ruin the 
Mayhew story and almost send Flyers coach Mike Yeo to therapy. Who 
does that? Garnet Hathaway scored two goals and the last one was an 
empty netter. Twenty minutes after the game, Yeo still couldn’t believe it. 
Or that Ivan Provorov, his best defenseman, gave the Caps the lead on a 
giveaway on the doorstep of the Flyers’ goal. Netminder Martin Jones, 
who stopped 24 shots, deserved better. 

“Nobody can give you confidence,” Yeo said. “We have to earn it. I think 
we can look at the game and we can see that if we can play that way for 
57 minutes, there’s no reason we can’t play that way for 60. Obviously, 
the game gets on the line. You can’t all the sudden be afraid to lose or 
make a mistake because I thought we were very aggressive in that 
game. When you grab that lead, you can’t just say I’ve got to try to hang 
on there because now you’re getting away from everything that made 
you successful.” 

Mayhew had four goals entering the game. He’s had little more than a 
cup of coffee in stops with the Red Wings, Winnipeg, the Kings and the 
Islanders before getting a shot with the injury riddled Flyers. His 
contributions have been a pleasant surprise for Yeo. 

“He sees an opportunity,” Yeo said. “This is the opportunity of a lifetime. 
So, I don’t want to take that away from him by letting him feel comfortable 
right now. But at the same time, I am really happy for him because of his 
work ethic, because of what he’s been through his whole career to get 

here. You know what? He’s proving it and he’s doing it. So, I hope that 
he can continue doing it because that’s a great story.” 

Mayhew obviously hoped for a different ending. Though he’s not sure 
why he’s been unable to stay in the NHL for extended time, he figures it 
has a lot to do with the chance to prove he belongs. 

“Maybe opportunity,” Mayhew said. “It’s tough. We have so many guys 
that are injured. But I’ve never really had an opportunity like this. I’m just 
trying to make the most of it and stick.” 

• • • 

The Caps (28-15-9, 65) played just well enough to win their second game 
on a four-game, 11-day road trip that takes them to Madison Square 
Garden to take on the Rangers, and then back here for a rematch with 
the Flyers. 

The Flyers (15-25-9, 39) started their eight-game homestand by getting a 
little closer to the first pick in the NHL draft lottery. 

Travis Sanheim had the other goal for the Flyers. 
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Flyers unravel in final 3 minutes for 4th straight loss 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

To commence an eight-game homestand, the Flyers dropped to the 
Capitals, 5-3, Thursday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

They led 3-2 with 3:51 minutes left in the game. The lead did not last 
long. 

Washington ripped off three goals, the final tally being an empty-netter to 
seal the hapless Flyers' fate. 

In his return from a scary eye injury, Gerry Mayhew scored two goals. 
Travis Sanheim also had a two-point game (one goal, one assist) for the 
Flyers (15-25-9), who have lost four straight. 

The Flyers relinquished a 4-2 third-period lead Tuesday night in a 5-4 OT 
loss to the Penguins in Pittsburgh. 

The club is 7-15-5 under interim head coach Mike Yeo. It was 8-10-4 
under Alain Vigneault when he was fired in early December. Both 
coaches are better than those records indicate. 

"Honestly, I don’t even know what to say right now," Yeo said. "You play 
57 minutes the way that we did and you leave the game feeling that way, 
that's pretty tough. 

"In some ways, you’re thinking about the good things that you did and 
how we can be confident going up against any team and knowing that 
even when we’re short with players, when we play our team game the 
way that we do, that we can have success. But we walk away with 
nothing here tonight, so that’s tough." 

Thursday night was the Flyers' second of four meetings with the Capitals 
(28-15-9) this season. The Flyers took the first meeting, 2-1, back on 
Nov. 6, when they improved to 6-2-2. They've gone 9-23-7 since then. 

• Mayhew put the Flyers ahead 3-2 in the third period and the Flyers 
appeared in position to grab a win. 

Then the Capitals turned it on in desperation time. 

Two different teams right now. 
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The Flyers played a hard and honest game, even outplaying Washington 
for considerable portions. But they haven't had the confidence to hold 
leads or win tight games. Some of that is on inexperience and depth 
issues with critical pieces missing because of injuries. 

"Play good for 56, 57 minutes and then that happens," Scott Laughton 
said. "It stings but you wake up in the morning, it's a new day, you work 
as hard as you can to try to get better and close out those games. But it's 
a s--- feeling." 

• A hit on Claude Giroux fired up the Flyers in the second period and 
ignited Mayhew's first goal. 

Giroux was crosschecked into the back boards. There was no whistle on 
the play and Giroux appeared to be in some pain when he got to the 
bench. As Flyers director of medical services Jim McCrossin checked on 
the captain, Giroux conveyed he was fine. 

Shortly after, Laughton retaliated with a big hit on Michal Kempny. Trevor 
van Riemsdyk, the brother of Flyers winger James van Riemsdyk, 
stepped up for his teammate and fought Laughton. 

Because of instigating and misconduct penalties on van Riemsdyk, the 
Flyers went on the power play and Mayhew drew them even at 1-1. 

• Isaac Ratcliffe (interference) and Cam Atkinson (delay of game) 
committed costly penalties in succession after the Flyers knotted the 
score. 

Washington capitalized on the power play. Sanheim erased it with just 
under a minute left in the middle stanza off a nice feed from Travis 
Konecny. The 24-year-old winger is on a season-best five-game point 
streak. 

• Despite a tough game Thursday night, Justin Braun is having arguably 
his best season in a Flyers jersey. 

The 35-year-old defenseman is going to draw interest from various 
contending teams and the retooling Flyers will very likely move him by 
the March 21 trade deadline. 

They need to capitalize on the veteran's value. He's on an expiring 
contract with only a $1.8 million cap hit and there's a lot to like if you're a 
club needing a consistent second- or third-pair defenseman for a playoff 
run. 

Right now, Braun is playing in a top-pair role at 20 minutes a game, he 
prevents goals and owns 100 games of postseason experience. 

He finished with an assist, a minus-2 rating, two shots and two blocked 
shots in 23:12 minutes against the Capitals. 

"Probably the best word is reliability," Yeo said about Braun after morning 
skate Thursday. "That's something that's a real compliment, you get a lot 
of respect from your teammates and from your coaches when you're a 
guy who's reliable. 

"He'll show up night after night, he'll take hits to make plays, he'll be first 
on pucks, in the d-zone, he'll block shots, he has attention to detail. He 
does all of the things that are asked of him." 

"That's a level of professionalism that's ... you get a lot of respect and a 
lot of credibility from the people that you're working with when you do 
that." 

• Martin Jones played his first game in 23 days. 

The backup goalie converted 20 saves. 

The Capitals cracked him with 1:25 minutes left in the first period. 
Kempny beat Jones with a point shot. 

Washington regained its lead at 2-1 with a second-period power play 
goal by Joe Snively. 

Garnet Hathaway scored the game-tying and game-winning goals for the 
Capitals. 

"We're working hard, we're doing all the video, we're doing everything 
that we're supposed to be doing and what other teams are doing," 
Konecny said. "It's just those one, two bounces that don't go in our favor. 
It is the way the NHL is — it's a game of inches and seconds. You look 
back on that game, you see a loss, but we played a good game, we 
worked hard, everyone was buying in and there's something to take from 
it." 

Washington netminder Ilya Samsonov entered 5-0-0 with a 2.31 goals-
against average and .924 save percentage in his career against the 
Flyers. The soon-to-be 25-year-old made 30 saves Thursday night. 

Flyers blow another 3rd-period lead, lose to Capitals, 5-3 

• Rasmus Ristolainen (upper body), Patrick Brown (MCL sprain), Kevin 
Hayes (abdominal) and Derick Brassard (hip) all partook in morning 
skate. 

Yeo said the Flyers were hopeful Ristolainen and Brown would be 
cleared to return after tonight's game. 

Hayes is making good progress. Six days ago, general manager Chuck 
Fletcher said the 29-year-old center had a 50/50 chance to play again 
this season. The Flyers have circled March 1 as a date for when they 
have to decide if Hayes will be shut down. 

"I don't want to say that we've moved off that timeline, but he seems to 
be certainly doing a lot better than what we thought," Yeo said 
Wednesday. "We'll see how that goes for us." 

The Flyers are going to be pretty prudent with Brassard, who has missed 
29 of the last 32 games. The 34-year-old center has returned three times 
from his nagging injury to only come back out of the lineup the very next 
game. 
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'Next thing you know, you're bleeding' — Mayhew happy to be OK after 
scary play 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers (15-24-9) open an eight-game homestand Thursday night 
when they host the Capitals (27-15-9). 

Let's get into the essentials for the game: 

Mayhew took a scary spill into the back boards during the third period of 
the Flyers' 4-2 loss last Saturday to the Red Wings in Detroit. He was left 
bleeding profusely from his face and was assisted off the ice by Flyers 
director of medical services Jim McCrossin. 

The 29-year-old winger needed 12 stitches — six inside and six outside 
— around his eye, which was severely swollen over the next couple of 
days. 

"It's actually a lot better today," Mayhew said Thursday after morning 
skate. "Last couple of days it has gotten a lot better." 

Mayhew didn't suffer any type of head injury. 

"I didn't know where I was bleeding from, apparently it was my nose and 
my eye," he said. "I didn't panic, but I was like, 'This could be bad.'" 

After signing a one-year, $800,000 deal over the summer, Mayhew has 
three goals in 14 games. He'll be back on the third line tonight. 
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"It kind of flashed before your eyes," Mayhew said. "You look up and the 
boards are there and next thing you know, you're bleeding. It was a tough 
situation, kind of unlucky but glad I can heal up and be better now." 

• The Flyers are playing the Capitals in the second of four meetings this 
season. 

They beat Washington, 2-1, back on Nov. 6, when they improved to 6-2-
2. Sean Couturier and Derick Brassard provided the goals. 

The Flyers have gone 9-22-7 since then. 

Mike Yeo is now interim head coach. Couturier (back) is out for the 
season and tonight Brassard (hip) will miss his 29th game out of the 
team's last 32. 

While the focus for management has shifted to next season and 
evaluating who will be a part of it, Yeo wants to win games. After all, he's 
coaching for a job either here or elsewhere. So he'll continue to balance 
the injuries, the younger players and the veterans. 

"My mindset hasn't changed," Yeo said. "We have to build a game that 
allows you to win. We can play young players, we can do all that kind of 
stuff, but bottom line is, as long as I'm here, those guys have to do 
certain things. 

"As far as winning hockey games, what that takes with the puck, without 
the puck, the work ethic that's required, the preparation that's required. 
That's my mindset every day. Doesn't matter what our lineup looks like, 
we could have 10 NHL players out like we have right now, but as far as 
I'm concerned, we play the game and we play the game to win. 

"We come into every single game, we prepare our guys, we teach our 
guys and that's our expectation." 

• Martin Jones will play his first game in 23 days. 

The 32-year-old goalie made 31 saves when the Flyers beat the Capitals 
in early November. 
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Are the Avalanche and Claude Giroux a trade match? Breaking down the 
Flyers captain’s value, cost, lineup fit and more 

 

By Peter Baugh and Charlie O'Connor 

 Feb 17, 2022  

  

On the surface, Flyers forward Claude Giroux and the Avalanche seem 
like a good match. The 34-year-old is looking to add a Stanley Cup to an 
already prolific career, and Colorado is among the league’s 
championship favorites. Even approaching 1,000 NHL games, Giroux is 
still an impact player — he has 37 points in 45 games this season, and 
he won the All-Star Game MVP award earlier this month — and could be 
the player to push the Avalanche over the top. 

Perhaps this is why speculation has run rampant lately about a potential 
Giroux trade, even while, per The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, Philadelphia 
has not yet engaged any team in serious talks. LeBrun reported back in 
January that Giroux’s agent, Pat Brisson, has clearance to talk to teams 
and put together a shortlist for Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher of 
potential trade partners for whom Giroux would waive his no-movement 
clause, but Giroux said Wednesday he hadn’t yet made any final 
decisions about the possibility. 

“To be honest, I haven’t talked to Chuck yet about any of this,” he said. 
“I’m sure we will at one point. But right now, I’m committed to this team.” 

Still, Giroux notably did not rule out the possibility of a trade, either. 

“I haven’t had a chance to talk to Chuck, (but) obviously we have a lot of 
things to talk about,” he said. “What’s best for the Flyers’ organization, 
what’s best for me, and we’ll just go from there.” 

If that discussion happens and leads to a conversation between Fletcher 
and Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic, what could a trade end up 
looking like between these two clubs? How well would Giroux fit in the 
Avalanche lineup? Let’s break down all the facets of a potential match. 

How good is Giroux at this point? 

O’Connor: In short, he’s still very good. 

No, he’s not a superstar anymore. He’s no longer a point-per-game 
talent, capable of rattling off 100-point seasons like he did in his stellar, 
MVP-caliber 2017-18 campaign. He’s not the same dynamic power-play 
weapon he once was, and age has physically slowed him just enough 
that he can’t be a gamechanger on a nightly basis like he was in his 
prime. 

But he’s subtly tweaked his game to account for those limitations. He’s 
more of a two-way threat, capable of helping his team both create and 
suppress scoring chances while still producing points at an impressive 
rate. This season, he ranks 46th out of 421 NHL forwards with at least 
200 minutes played in isolated RAPM (Regularized Adjusted Plus-Minus) 
impact on his team’s even-strength expected goal differential (89th 
percentile league-wide), and over the past three seasons, he’s in the 
94th percentile in that regard, grading out well offensively and 
defensively. He still takes risks, but he’s dialed back his aggressiveness 
and is probably a more well-rounded player now than he was in his 
youth. 

And the scoring hasn’t dried up — his 2.03 points per 60 minutes at five-
on-five is still in high-end second liner territory, despite largely playing out 
of ideal position (more on that later) and facing tough matchups nightly 
due to the utter lack of depth the Flyers have iced most of this season. 

Giroux can’t be the best player on a great team anymore. But he could 
quite comfortably slot somewhere in the fourth-to-sixth range, all while 
playing every forward position and providing the kind of ultra-competitive 
mentality on a nightly basis that all championship contenders want. 

What is his preferred style of play, and where does he ideally fit in a 
lineup? 

O’Connor: First and foremost, Giroux is a playmaker. He always has 
been. 

That’s not to say he can’t score goals. He’s on a 29-goal 82-game pace 
this season, and he certainly has a bomb of a one-timer that he still 
unleashes from time to time, usually in his left-side spot on the power 
play. But Giroux has always been a pass-first player, and his vision has 
long stood as his best attribute. He can make passes that few forwards 
are creative enough to even imagine, let alone attempt in an NHL game. 

But Giroux isn’t really a finesse player. In his early days, he was the rare 
first-line talent who played with the mentality of a fourth-liner — I think 
back to his shift in Game 7 of the Eastern Conference semifinals against 
the Bruins back in 2010, when he singlehandedly killed about 20 seconds 
along the boards in a one-goal game with two minutes remaining. Sure, 
that was 12 years ago, but give him a realistic opportunity to win a title — 
an opportunity he’s rarely had since — and I suspect that version of 
Giroux just might pop out in the playoffs. There’s a gritty element to his 
game despite his relatively unimposing size (5-foot-11, 185 pounds). 

As for his ideal fit in a lineup … 

Giroux spent the bulk of the first half of his career serving as the Flyers’ 
1C, and he’s proven over the past two seasons he can still play center at 
a top-six caliber level in the NHL after injuries forced him back into the 
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position. But ever since 2017-18, he’s done his best work on the wing, 
specifically left wing. While Giroux is a righthanded shot and is fully 
capable of playing right wing, he’s noted that he prefers the puck-carrying 
and shooting advantages of playing his off side. 

The good news for any acquiring team, though, is that Giroux possesses 
full positional flexibility. Want him to play top-line LW? Yeah, he can do 
that. Need someone to slide in at 2C for a few games in case of an 
injury? Giroux can handle it. Stacked on the left side but need a right-
shooting RW? That’s where he began his career, and he’d surely move 
back there in a pinch if that’s where his team needed him most. 

If we’re talking about the absolute ideal placement for him, I would say 
second-line LW, and left side of a 1-3-1 on the power play. But his 
versatility is one of his biggest selling points as a potential deadline 
acquisition. He can basically play anywhere. 

Does Colorado need Giroux? 

Baugh: Nicolas Aube-Kubel probably knows Giroux better than anyone 
on the Avalanche. He came up with the Flyers and saw firsthand how the 
veteran operated. 

“Good teammate, good captain, probably a Hall of Famer,” he said. “A 
good player.” 

The Avalanche already have one of the league’s best offenses, and 
Giroux would provide another player capable of putting the puck in the 
net. That could help them come the postseason. In last season’s 
playoffs, Colorado greatly missed Nazem Kadri when he was suspended 
eight games for a high hit on St. Louis’ Justin Faulk. Kadri’s absence 
might have been the difference in the team’s second-round series loss 
against Vegas. Should Colorado general manager Joe Sakic add a 
player like Giroux, he’d have top-six insurance for the team if someone 
were to get hurt or suspended in the playoffs. 

“We’ll look to add if we can,” Sakic said of the team’s deadline approach. 
“We don’t have a lot of capital to give up. We’re going to see what we 
can do to help.” 

Colorado is an explosive team that relies on its skating. Giroux might not 
be a burner like Nathan MacKinnon, but he’s still a capable skater who 
has played more than 19 minutes a night this season. Charlie mentioned 
his positional flexibility and defense, and both of those could be major 
perks for Colorado. Knowing he can fill in anywhere when a player is hurt 
is a huge boost, and Avalanche coach Jared Bednar loves hardworking 
defensive players. 

Giroux also brings a skill Colorado lacks: the ability to win draws. The 
Avalanche entered play Tuesday ranking 29th in the league in faceoff 
percentage. Giroux would help significantly with that. He has won more 
than 60 percent of his draws this season. That could be huge, especially 
in special teams situations. 

The Avalanche’s top power-play unit has been good, but Giroux could 
make it more dynamic, or he could add to the second unit. Bednar 
mentioned in the preseason that now-Seattle forward Joonas Donskoi 
had success on the 2020-21 No. 1 power play partially because of his 
right shot. Well, Giroux is right-handed, so he could fit in with Cale 
Makar, MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen. 

What would the Flyers want to acquire in return? 

O’Connor: Obviously, the Flyers are going to want a sizable package in 
return for their longtime captain. But I don’t get the sense it will have to 
consist solely of future assets. 

Late last month, both Fletcher and Comcast Spectacor CEO and 
chairman Dave Scott made it clear they are not planning to embark on a 
“bottoming-out” rebuild. Instead, they’re looking to aggressively retool the 
roster. That doesn’t strike me as a brain trust looking to acquire solely 
future picks and prospects far away from NHL readiness. They’re going 
to be looking for pieces that can help soon, or at least could potentially 
be flipped this offseason for immediate help. 

I’m sure the Flyers will push for a high draft pick, as well as at least one 
NHL-ready or close-to-NHL-ready prospect or roster player. The quality 
of that player and value of that pick will depend on how big of a market 
Fletcher can build and how many teams Giroux ultimately does approve 
as potential trade options, assuming he waives his NMC in the first place. 

How would adding Giroux work with the Avalanche’s salary cap 
situation? 

Baugh: Colorado will need to get creative to add a player like Giroux, 
who carries an $8.275 million cap hit. Philadelphia could eat up to half of 
his salary, so that could bring Giroux’s potential Avalanche cap hit to 
$4.1375 million. The Avalanche aren’t going to have that much space. 

But the Avalanche could also rope in a third team, trading them a piece 
to take on even more cap space. If that team takes on half of Giroux’s 
cap hit, that would bring it down to around $2 million. From there, 
Colorado can match salaries to make a deal work. That could mean 
moving someone like J.T. Compher ($3.5 million cap hit) or Tyson Jost 
($2 million). Sakic said last week that he loves his team, but if he needs 
to trade an NHL player to improve the club, he’ll do it. 

O’Connor: For what it’s worth, I imagine the Flyers would be open to 
working with the Avalanche on cap solutions if the asset price is right. 
Retention wouldn’t be an issue, and given the fact that both Sean 
Couturier ($4.33 million cap hit) and likely Ryan Ellis ($6.25 million) won’t 
be back this season (and Kevin Hayes’ $7.14 million also might end up 
on long-term injured reserve by March), they’ll have more than enough 
LTIR space to deploy in the short term to fit a new piece if it facilitates an 
attractive trade return. 

What Avalanche players and prospects are realistic targets for 
Philadelphia? 

Baugh: Sakic doesn’t make rash decisions, so I don’t see Colorado 
giving up someone of Alex Newhook’s or Bowen Byram’s stature. Flyers 
fans shouldn’t hold their breath for that level of a young player. But the 
Avalanche have other prospects who could be worth exploring, as well as 
a 2023 first-round pick, which Sakic didn’t rule out using in a deal when 
asked recently. 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman mentioned defenseman Drew Helleson in 
his most recent “32 Thoughts” column as the type of player the Flyers 
could pursue. Helleson was an All-American at Boston College last 
season and played on the U.S. Olympic team in Beijing. With a young 
group of defensemen in place, Colorado might be willing to part with a 
decent blueliner prospect like Helleson or Sean Behrens, a freshman at 
the University of Denver. There’s also 2020 first-round pick Justin Barron, 
but Bednar raved about his training camp, and Colorado might be 
hesitant to move him. 

Among forwards, Martin Kaut and Shane Bowers probably can’t headline 
a trade, but either could work as a potential piece. Both are first-round 
picks (Kaut was drafted at No. 16 in 2018, and Bowers at No. 28 the year 
before) who have struggled to find NHL footing. Kaut has had multiple 
call-ups since 2019-20 but hasn’t shown much, failing to score in 11 NHL 
games the past two seasons, and Bowers has had bad luck with injuries. 
He looked like a capable defensive forward in training camp but hasn’t 
yet played a regular-season NHL game. Perhaps they can develop more 
with a change of scenery. Sampo Ranta has a big frame and could also 
be worth monitoring. 

An NHL player like Jost or Compher might have to go in the trade to 
make salaries work, and either could be an appealing fit for the Flyers. 
The 23-year-old Jost, a strong defensive player, is a restricted free agent 
after 2022-23 and, as a top-10 draft pick in 2016, could find more 
offensive success with opportunities he hasn’t gotten on a loaded 
Colorado team. Compher is a pending unrestricted free agent after 2022-
23 and is a serviceable bottom-six forward who is good defensively. 

O’Connor: Obviously, the Flyers would love to snatch Byram or Newhook 
away from Colorado in a Giroux deal. Byram — even with his injury 
concerns — would be a big swing on a potential 1D, and Newhook would 
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provide the dramatic infusion of speed that the Philadelphia forward 
corps desperately needs. But I agree, I don’t see Sakic caving on either 
of those guys. 

Helleson and Barron are interesting to me as prospect options, because 
both are right-handed defensemen (a weak point in the Flyers’ current 
prospect pool, with only Ronnie Attard with clear NHL upside) with size 
who aren’t too far away from NHL readiness. With Rasmus Ristolainen 
and Justin Braun both potentially on their way out at the deadline, as 
well, Philadelphia will need NHL depth on the right side for 2022-23, even 
if Ellis successfully returns from his injury-plagued season and is the 
player Fletcher believes him to be next season. Maybe the Flyers’ scouts 
believe one of the two can be their right-shooting Braydon Coburn into 
the heart of the 2020s. Behrens certainly is intriguing, but I wonder if 
Fletcher might think there’s too much stylistic overlap between him and 
2019 first-rounder Cam York to push for him in a deal. Barron or Helleson 
would be a more seamless immediate fit. 

As for Jost or Compher, I don’t think it’s outlandish to imagine one of 
them fitting into a deal. The cap constraints, as you note, are very real for 
the Avs, and the Flyers are looking to return to relevance in 2022-23 
(whether that’s actually possible remains to be seen, but it’s what they 
want to do). A useful, cheap-ish depth forward like Compher or a young 
reclamation project like Jost could fit with those aims. I imagine Jost 
would have to come heavily endorsed by the Flyers’ scouts, though. 
They’d have to think the Flyers can get more out of him. 

What could a Colorado lineup look like with Giroux? 

Baugh: Assuming the Avalanche stick with a top line of Landeskog, 
MacKinnon and Rantanen, Giroux will slot into the middle six. There are 
a couple of options as to where. If he were to play on the second line, 
Bednar could go with something like this, assuming Jost or Compher 
would play fourth-line center: 

Or Burakovsky could stay on the second line and Nichushkin could go to 
the third. Either way, Giroux would bring even more scoring presence to 
a second line that, led by Kadri, has already been productive this season. 

This scenario keeps the second line together, which makes sense as it 
has had strong chemistry. Plus, it puts Newhook with an offensively 
capable veteran, which could help the third line’s production. 

Would Giroux be worth the likely cost for Colorado? 

O’Connor: My perhaps slightly biased opinion? Absolutely. Giroux has 
spent the past two years trying to carry a limited Flyers lineup on his back 
with little help, and in truth, that’s been the story of the bulk of his tenure 
in Philadelphia. It would be fascinating to see how he would perform 
given the luxury of playing more of a secondary role. I wouldn’t at all be 
shocked to see his efficiency rates jump even higher, given lesser 
responsibilities and a more reasonable workload. 

But even if he simply remains what he is right now in Philadelphia — a 
first-line-caliber play-driver and second-line-caliber scorer who can play 
all three positions, contribute on the power play, kill penalties, and win a 
ton of faceoffs — he’s still one of the top rental options in the 
marketplace, and certainly worth a first-round pick and more from a 
contender looking to load up for a playoff push. 
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The Athletic / Why Team Canada’s gold medal win cements the 2022 
team as the best ever 

 

By Hailey Salvian  

Feb 17, 2022  

  

Hayley Wickenheiser, depending on who you ask, is the greatest player 
in the history of women’s hockey. 

One of her (many) crowning achievements was her run at the 2006 
Olympics in Turin, scoring 17 points en route to a second-straight gold 
medal. That set the Olympic standard for 16 years. 

Until Wednesday — when she was caught by a member of Team 
Canada. Twice. 

First, it was Sarah Nurse opening the scoring eight minutes into the 
game against the United States. Nurse, who started the 2022 Olympics 
on the fourth line, worked her way up and broke Wickenheiser’s record 
with 18 points in six games. 

Then it was Marie-Philip Poulin, who has been making a case for 
something more consequential than a scoring title. Her two goals got her 
up to 17 points in the tournament to tie Wickenheiser. Her second goal 
also clinched another gold medal for Canada — Poulin’s third golden 
goal in four Olympic final appearances. 

Team Canada didn’t just rewrite the record books in Beijing (and we’ll get 
to more records shortly). They steamrolled opponents (57-10), went 
undefeated (7-0) in the tournament, including two wins in nine days 
against their biggest rival, and made a legitimate case to be remembered 
as not just champions, not just as a remarkable group of individual 
talents — but the best Canadian national team ever. 

We can say that now, but they had to beat the United States on 
Wednesday in the gold-medal game to earn the title. They did it by 
winning 3-2 in regulation. 

Poulin was banging on the glass. She was in the penalty box with under 
two minutes left in the game and Canada was up 3-1. 

It’s not where you’re used to seeing Canada’s captain in the final minutes 
of a do-or-die game. But it almost felt like it was too late to be too 
worried. 

Ann-Renée Desbiens had been excellent, beaten only by Hilary Knight — 
destined to be a first-ballot Hockey Hall of Famer. Canada had been 
sharp all game, too. To the point where, for two and a half periods, it 
seemed like this game wouldn’t be one of the nailbiters we’ve grown 
used to with this rivalry. 

The U.S. scored with 13 seconds left in the game — when Desbiens and 
Blayre Turnbull lost their sticks — but (again) it was too late. Canada’s 
dominant run at the Olympics ended in gold. 

On paper, the U.S. led in most underlying metrics. They had the edge in 
shots (40-21), shot attempts (70-59) and slot shots (15-7). They had 
more high danger chances too. 

But, good teams create chances. Great teams convert on those chances. 
Canada was the latter. 

And frankly, Team USA never looked in control, save for some jump in 
their step in the third period — and an early first-period post by Hannah 
Brandt. That’s partially because Canada’s defense kept the U.S. to the 
perimeter. When the Americans did get inside, Canada blocked a lot of 
shot attempts, and Desbiens was hard to beat. 

It was also probably due to a fatal lack of depth by Team USA. There 
were signs this was coming from coach Joel Johnson — he cut his bench 
in the quarterfinals and the semifinals. And in the gold medal game, 
Johnson did it again. Outside of the top two lines, no forward played 
more than 12:40 and only two played more than 7:23. Two defenders 
(Caroline Harvey and Jincy Dunne) played zero-to-90 seconds. Cayla 
Barnes and Megan Keller played nearly half the game. 
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Meanwhile, Canada rolled three lines consistently, cutting down only on 
the fourth line’s minutes. That’s a testament to the depth that the 
Americans couldn’t handle. 

Canada’s top line of Poulin, Jenner and Nurse were the only goal scorers 
— but it’s not just about goals. Not in a gold-medal game. Canada had 
more players who showed up for the moment. 

It’s that depth that makes the 2022 Canadian women’s national team the 
best we’ve seen. 

Canada set an Olympic record with 57 goals in Beijing — beating the 
previous record set by Canada in the 2010 Olympics (48 goals). 
Fourteen different players pitched in at least one. Every skater on the 
roster had at least a point. 

The Canadians had the best scoring efficiency in the tournament (17 
percent). The best power play (42 percent). The best penalty kill (85 
percent). And the highest save percentage from their goalies (94 
percent). 

No matter what stat you want to look at — even the bad ones like taking 
penalties — Canada was at the top. They took over the individual scoring 
leaderboard, too. 

Eight of the top 10 scorers were Canadian, led by Nurse, Poulin and 
Brianne Jenner. Five of the top seven goal scorers were Canadian, led 
by Jenner, Fillier and Poulin. 

It was a dominant performance from the first game to the last, and the 
top of the lineup to the bottom. 

Let’s start with Poulin. 

Canada’s captain is transcendent. She won her third gold medal and 
scored her sixth and seventh goals in an Olympic final. Three golds have 
now been won on her stick (2010, 2014, 2022). She is the only player — 
male or female — to score in four Olympic gold-medal games, and she 
was named to the tournament all-star team. “Generational player” is 
thrown around so often. With her, it fits. This is the best player in the 
world, and she might not be done yet. 

Whenever Poulin is done, she’ll pass the torch to Fillier, as Wickenheiser 
passed it to her. Fillier is a special talent with the speed, skill and 200-
foot game that has already had people comparing her to her captain. 
You’d think nerves would’ve been a factor during her first Olympics. They 
weren’t. She centered Canada’s second line, opened the scoring in their 
first two games, scored a hat trick against Sweden and finished second 
in goals. 

Jenner finally got what she deserves: an MVP award at a major 
international tournament. Until this Olympics, she somehow flew under 
the radar, at least compared to someone like Poulin. That’s not true 
anymore. She was one of the main (only) reasons Canada beat the U.S. 
in the prelims. She led the tournament in goals (9) and tied an Olympic 
record for the most goals in a single Games. 

Jamie Lee Rattray made her Olympic debut at 29 years old. She went 
from the 13th forward to the second line after Mélodie Daoust got injured. 
She scored four goals and eight points in five games, before returning to 
her utility role against Switzerland. A player like that, in that role, is a 
luxury only Canada has. 

All Claire Thompson did was set an Olympic record for points by a 
defender with 13, nearly doubling the previous mark (7). Thompson, 24, 
came out of nowhere. She’d never been on a Canadian U18 team. Or a 
senior national team until the women’s world championship in August. 
She was ready to move on with her career outside of hockey. Now, she’s 
a gold medallist and record-holder. 

Desbiens was cut by Team Canada in 2019 and quit playing hockey after 
college. She found her way back to the national team, earned the starting 
job and set a record for the most saves (51) made in an Olympic game 
by a Canadian goalie — male or female. 

Natalie Spooner led the tournament in scoring before Nurse got hot and 
moved up to the top line. She was a productive (14 points) pain in the 
ass, owning the net front in every game she played. 

What’s left for me to say about Erin Ambrose? She made a comeback 
after being cut in 2018, became one of the best defenders in the world 
and led all defenders in goals (4). 

Renata Fast played almost half the gold-medal game. Her D-partner 
Jocelyne Larocque had a great game and tournament. They typically do. 

Blayre Turnbull, Rebecca Johnston and Emily Clark made a difficult third 
line for opponents to play against. The trio scored six goals and averaged 
around 20 minutes in the gold-medal game. Laura Stacey — a fourth-line 
winger — scored more goals (4) than any American not named Hilary 
Knight. 

Nobody embodies how special this Canadian team is more than Nurse. 
She was injured in centralization and started the tournament on the 
fourth line. She had a hot stick early and moved up to play with Poulin 
and Jenner. 

Now she’s breaking Hayley Wickenheiser’s records. 

Every player has a story. Every player earned their gold medal. Now, 
when we look at the all-time Olympic scoring lists, we’ll see two names 
from this team next to one of the greatest ever. And when we talk about 
the best groups we’ve ever seen, the discussion will start with 2022. 
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The Athletic / The quiet life and the sad death of the ‘Miracle on Ice’ 
team’s Mark Pavelich 

 

By Dan Robson  

  

Editor’s note: This story addresses suicide and other mental health 
issues and may be difficult to read and emotionally upsetting. 

On the last night of his life, Mark Pavelich played his guitar in his room at 
the veterans’ facility where he’d lived for the past six months. The notes 
were comforting to the housemate who paused just beyond the door. It 
was the kind of melody that drifted from Pavelich’s guitar each evening, 
nestling into a place that had become home to the wounded souls that 
found their way there. 

Pavelich’s music was everywhere at the Eagle’s Healing Nest — in the 
chapel after service, around the bonfire, or alone in his room at night. In 
his time at the center, “Pav” had become part of a family of veterans 
despite being the home’s only civilian guest. Taz, his black border collie, 
was always by his side, whether he was on his way to a pre-dawn 
workout or heading out onto Sauk Lake to fish. 

For the first time since he was arrested and accused of assaulting his 
neighbor with a metal pipe in August 2019, Pavelich seemed to have 
found peace and comfort in Sauk Centre, Minn. He was declared 
mentally incompetent to stand trial for the assault, which left the victim 
with a bruised kidney, two cracked ribs and a fractured vertebra. Pavelich 
was deemed to have “a serious and persistent mental illness” and 
labeled dangerous. 

Once celebrated as part of the U.S. Olympic men’s hockey team’s 
“Miracle on Ice” in 1980, Pavelich was uneasy in the spotlight. Now he 
made headlines as a villain, gripped by the despair and confusion of 
several mental health disorders. He was another former hockey player 
with unhealed wounds, unseen until they spilled out in destructive fits. 
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That wasn’t this Pav though. This Pav endeared himself to the dozens of 
former military men — many suffering from mental health disorders and 
addiction. Among the friends he made at Eagle’s Healing Nest, Pavelich 
seemed more like the man those closest to him swore he was — humble 
and private, kind and caring. A man who organized clothing donations 
that came in from the community. Who loved to talk philosophy and the 
origin of the stars. A man who missed his wife and loved his dogs. A man 
who’d recently donated $50,000 to an initiative to help former hockey 
players who were suffering. 

This Pav always made it to the morning meeting at 8:30 sharp, where his 
nearly 20 housemates went over their daily tasks and shared a 
motivational reading. He’d lean in the doorway, as the men gathered just 
outside his bedroom. He’d become a constant. So familiar and part of the 
place that Chuck Bird, the house manager, felt his heart sink that 
morning — March 4, 2021, at 8:30 sharp — when he noticed Pav’s 
closed door and his dog’s desperate bark. 

Of all the light flickering through infinite dark, Venus shined brightest. 
Looking up, Pavelich was most intrigued by our closest neighbor — a 
sister planet, nearly the same size, but a world spinning in the opposite 
direction. He was fascinated by the unconventional theory that Venus 
was born as a comet thrown from Jupiter, altering Earth’s orbit and axis 
as it passed. He read the works of Immanuel Velikovsky, a psychiatrist 
known for pseudoscientific theories, who posited that historical myths, 
like a world-drowning flood, were true accounts of ancient collisions with 
the cosmos. 

It was one of the many notions that Pavelich shared with his father-in-law 
Brian Burmachuk during their long conversations every Wednesday and 
Sunday. Pavelich gave him a copy of Velikovsky’s book “Worlds in 
Collision” and explained theories about parallel universes and quantum 
physics. Burmachuk, a pastor, reconciled those ideas with his 
understanding of an ordered existence full of purpose — lending his son-
in-law books of his own. They spoke about God and faith — and although 
Pavelich couldn’t find reason in conventional religion, he found a spiritual 
wonder in the stars. 

The philosophical discussions became an essential part of both of their 
lives after Pavelich’s wife, Kara, died in 2012. 

The couple met in January 1990, when Pavelich inquired about piano 
lessons for his 2-year-old daughter. Kara, an artist and a classical pianist, 
offered lessons out of her parents’ home in Tofte, a small community on 
the North Shore of Lake Superior. 

Having traveled through Europe with her family for much for her life, Kara 
knew nothing about hockey — or of the significance of Pavelich’s role on 
the 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team full of amateurs, which toppled the 
powerhouse Soviet Union en route to the gold medal in Lake Placid, N.Y. 
Pavelich’s no-look pass, while falling, assisted captain Mike Eruzione’s 
game winner in an upset that captivated the country’s attention. But 
Pavelich never enjoyed the fame, preferring the company of nature and 
close friends in Minnesota. He seemed out of place in Manhattan, where 
he played for the New York Rangers under his Olympic coach Herb 
Brooks in the 1980s. 

After dating for several years, Pavelich and Kara married at her parents’ 
home in a ceremony that Brian officiated in November 1994. A year later, 
they began building a place of their own on a remote piece of land next to 
Deeryard Lake, several miles of single-lane dirt roads from Lutsen, 
around 50 miles from the Canadian border. 

It was the kind of project that Pavelich was raised to handle. His father, 
Tom, was a carpenter who built the family house on Ely Lake — one of 
the first homes on the wooded lake just outside of Eveleth, home of the 
United States Hockey Hall of Fame. That was where Pavelich first 
learned the game, skating on the frozen lake or the outdoor rink a quarter 
mile away for hours, day and night, in temperatures that often dropped 
well below zero. He’d fall asleep beneath a poster of his idol, Bobby Orr, 
in the room he shared with his older brother Mike and younger brother 
Dave. Off the ice, most idle time was spent hunting or fishing. Which was 
where Pavelich always found peace. 

“It was quite a magical place to grow up,” Dave Pavelich says. 

The house by the lake was surrounded by the natural comforts that Mark 
and Kara enjoyed — water and woods, and solace in the quiet. They 
lived in a tent for a while, then a garage that would hold their boat and 
snowmobiles, while they meticulously pieced together their dream estate. 
Mark did the framing and built much of the furniture. Kara set the 
cobblestone on the exterior walls. “They were almost living like pioneers,” 
Burmachuk says, laughing — clearing their land, building roads, 
chopping trees for their wood. They didn’t watch television often. Kara 
painted. Mark fished when he wasn’t working on one of his many 
projects. It was their paradise, but it wasn’t exclusive. They shared it 
often with friends and family. Jean Gevik, Pavelich’s sister, and her 
husband, Larry, bought the plot next door. 

But even after more than 17 years, the house was never quite finished. A 
fire escape needed to be completed on the east side. A railing was 
missing on a balcony off one of the bedrooms. 

Mark found Kara laying on the ground beneath that balcony late in the 
morning on Sept. 6, 2012. She’d fallen 15 feet and struck her head on 
one of the rocks they laid out in a garden below. Mark’s brother-in-law 
Larry was one of the first on the scene, returning a ladder. Other 
neighbors soon arrived. There were frantic attempts to revive Kara — but 
she was gone. A doctor later determined that the impact killed her. She 
was 44. 

To some, the tragedy was suspicious — there was no way around that. 
In the small community, rumors swirled. There were criticisms of the 
police investigation at the scene. A phone was found near her body. The 
balcony was the best spot to get a signal. It was believed that Kara likely 
stumbled while trying to make a call, or perhaps tripped on one of their 
cats or the dog. The officers on scene found no reason to look any 
further. 

In the chaos of the tragedy, Pavelich withdrew. Kara had been his life, his 
sister Jean Gevik says. He called his father-in-law late in the afternoon 
on the day she died and asked him to organize her funeral. Pavelich was 
too distraught. Burmachuk, in shock over his daughter’s death, was 
initially frustrated. But he handled the funeral home arrangements and all 
the media attention that followed. It seemed like hundreds of friends 
showed up to the memorial, filling Brian’s property inside and out, sharing 
warm memories and condolences. His niece barbequed sloppy joes. 
Members of the Miracle on Ice team showed up to comfort their old 
teammate. It was overwhelming, Burmachuk recalls, and he felt 
sympathy for the burden his son-in-law carried. 

In the years that followed, Pavelich started calling every Wednesday and 
Sunday — and the two spoke for hours. They talked about normal things, 
about daily life, about fishing and the dogs, about the house — which 
Pavelich was determined to finally finish. He tossed the rocks Kara fell on 
into the woods and eventually completed the east wall, which she’d not 
yet finished, with beautiful strips of cedar. Pavelich told his father-in-law 
about the property in Idaho that he’d found. A place he’d escape to each 
winter. He’d built a small cottage there. He took his dogs and his fishing 
gear. But even there, Pavelich always called. 

Barry Beck’s horse trotted through a pasture as Pavelich pulled his horse 
up beside him. They wondered if they should wait for the others to catch 
up, but Pavelich said no, “Let’s go.” They took off together, racing toward 
an open horizon. Beck darted ahead, but Pavelich quickly caught him 
laughing as his horse raced by. Beck had nearly caught up when 
Pavelich pulled his horse up suddenly. Beck slowed his and turned to 
Pavelich. And the old New York Rangers teammates — the captain, a 6-
3 bruiser, and the 5-8 stickhandling wizard who never backed down from 
a battle in the corner — sat on their horses, laughing together in the wide 
open field. 

Beck opened his eyes, bewildered by the dream. It’d been at least 15 
years since he had seen Pavelich at a Rangers alumni event. He’d never 
really crossed his mind since. And they’d never ridden horses together. 
The dream stuck with him and flooded back three months later, in August 
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2019, when he scrolled through Facebook and saw the news of 
Pavelich’s arrest. 

He connected with Pavelich’s sister, Jean, who told him about the erratic 
behavior that Mark had exhibited leading up to the assault. Jean was as 
close to her brother as anyone had ever been. Larry, her husband, died 
of cancer just a few months after Kara’s death — and the siblings shared 
their grief.   

Through the years that followed, Pavelich grew isolated. The whispers 
from neighbors about Kara’s death bothered him. He also started to 
believe that people he was close to were out to get him. 

While he’d shown signs of paranoia since shortly after his NHL career 
ended, Gevik says, those episodes started to get worse. Pavelich also 
became fixated on oddities, once accusing his sister of trying to sell 
Kara’s paintings. It seemed harmless until Pavelich lashed out at family 
and friends. Nearing the third anniversary of Kara’s death, Pavelich 
damaged the car of his younger sister, Carolyn. When the family 
confronted him about the damage, he seemed convinced that they were 
part of a conspiracy against him. Later, the tires of Gevik’s RV were 
slashed — damage Pavelich later confessed to. 

Despite his behavior, Gevik remained close with her younger brother — 
searching for ways find him help. She believed the pain of Kara’s death 
had worsened the mental illness that she feared he had. Gevik was very 
close to Kara and didn’t believe her brother could ever have been 
capable of harming her. But she emailed neighbors warning them of her 
brother’s odd behavior. 

Pavelich’s family was concerned that he might be suffering from a 
traumatic brain injury sustained over the course of his hockey career. 
They recounted particularly ugly collisions, and worried that the lingering 
effects had become apparent. Gevik believes her brother suffered from 
Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy, a neurodegenerative disease that is 
linked to repeated traumatic brain injuries. 

In August 2019, Pavelich and a neighbor went fishing on Deeryard Lake.  
Afterward, Pavelich became convinced that neighbor had spiked his beer 
with poison. He assaulted him with a pipe in an attack that put the man in 
the hospital. 

That October, a judge found Pavelich mentally incompetent to stand trial 
for the assault. A court-appointed psychologist found that the former New 
York Ranger had an unspecified neurocognitive disorder, post-traumatic 
stress disorder and delayed expression with psychotic features. Another 
doctor who examined Pavelich believed it was likely that he had a “mild 
neurocognitive disorder” due to traumatic brain injury related to a series 
of head injuries sustained over his lifetime. The court said Pavelich was 
“mentally ill and dangerous.” 

After Pavelich was released from the county jail and sent to the 
Minnesota Security Hospital in Saint Peter, Beck tried to reconnect with 
his old friend by calling into the communal line shared by the patients. 
Pavelich seemed fragile and scared whenever he’d come to the phone. 
After a couple of months of observation at the state hospital, Pavelich 
was diagnosed with delusional disorder, which left him believing others 
were trying to poison him. He told Beck that he had a plan to leave. Beck 
told Pavelich to stay calm, that people were trying hard to get him to a 
more comfortable place. 

Those regular conversations soon became a comfort to Beck as much as 
they might have been to Pavelich. 

On July 26, 2020, Beck’s 20-year-old son Brock was murdered during a 
road rage incident near Hamilton, Ont. Following an altercation between 
drivers of two cars, Brock Beck parked in the driveway of a friend’s 
house. The other vehicle followed and when Brock got out of his car, he 
was stabbed twice in the abdomen. He died in the hospital later that 
night. 

Following the tragedy, the old teammates’ conversations focused mostly 
on Beck, at Pavelich’s behest. Knowing grief as he did, Pavelich inquired 
about how Beck was coping. He wanted to know the latest on the 

investigation into his son’s murder, which lingered for months before the 
man who wielded the knife was arrested. (In October 2021, 23-year-old 
Thomas Vasquez was sentenced to five years in prison for killing Brock.) 

The trauma forged a stronger bond between Beck and Pavelich. Beck 
described the dream he’d had months before Pavelich’s arrest — the two 
of them riding horses fast and free across an open plain. They spoke 
about creating a ranch where former hockey players who were suffering 
could get the help they needed, in the company of horses and other 
animals to care for, a place set in nature where they could hike and fish. 
Where they could have a music room to have jam sessions in. And 
where they could seek help and guidance from counselors. They planned 
to call it The Ranch. 

Others from the hockey community reached out to Pavelich around the 
same time. Beck and Jean contacted former NHL goalie Clint Malarchuk, 
asking if he might be able to help. Though Malarchuk didn’t know 
Pavelich personally, he recognized a familiar reflection when he read 
about his case. Malarchuk had dealt with undiagnosed mental health 
disorders throughout his life, which were exacerbated by his near death 
during a game with the Buffalo Sabres on March 22, 1989, when a skate 
blade cut open his jugular vein. Malarchuk developed post-traumatic 
stress disorder after the incident, which compounded with the obsessive-
compulsive disorder and depression he already endured. During his most 
difficult bouts, Malarchuk became severely paranoid, like Pavelich. 

Malarchuk learned about traumatic events in Pavelich’s life, beyond the 
death of his wife. As a teenager, Pavelich accidentally killed 15-year-old 
Ricky Holgers, while they were bird hunting with other friends. After 
returning from the hospital, Pavelich ran back into the woods still covered 
in his friend’s blood until he was found weeping and brought home. No 
one blamed Pavelich for the accident, but no one discussed it either. 

Malarchuk — who now lives on a ranch in Nevada — called Pavelich at 
the facility, like Beck did. He could tell that Pavelich wasn’t doing well. 
Malarchuk recalled his own experience with being institutionalized. He 
knew how quickly he deteriorated inside a state facility. 

As he did with Beck and Burmachuk, Pavelich spoke with Malarchuk 
often. Sometimes several times a week. Over those long phone 
conversations, sharing their experience, laughing over old stories from 
the game, finding common ground over a mutual love for animals and 
nature — Malarchuk and Pavelich forged a close friendship. Malarchuk 
became determined to get Pavelich into a more peaceful setting. 

“He had a lot of anxiety there,” Malarchuk says. 

Through his experience as a mental health advocate and speaker, 
Malarchuk had learned about a facility in Sauk Centre, Minn., that 
supported veterans with the often-unseen wounds of war. Gevik, Beck, 
Malarchuk and Pavelich’s lawyers campaigned to have a judge grant 
permission to have Pavelich leave Saint Peter. Showing improvement 
through therapy and with consistent medication, the court agreed to 
remove Pavelich’s “dangerous” designation, which allowed him to be 
moved to a facility with fewer restrictions. 

When Melony Butler first met Pavelich, at the doors of the Saint Peter 
facility, she noticed that he carried a guitar case. 

She hugged him as she had embraced many hurting people in her years 
since starting the Eagle’s Healing Nest. 

“Are you ready to come home?” she asked. 

He was. 

Butler tried to keep Pavelich’s arrival secret, she says, but a newspaper 
revealed his impending arrival. She instructed all of the guests to take 
extra care to welcome him — and to get rid of any reporters who showed 
up. 

They were all intrigued by Pavelich when he arrived. Chuck Bird thought 
he’d be bigger. 
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“A professional hockey player, you expect some big, burly guy,” he says. 
“You wouldn’t expect someone to be 5-8-ish — and as quiet and 
reserved as he was.” 

Despite being the only civilian guest at the Nest, Pavelich fit in right 
away. 

He was quiet in groups, but he’d engage in long conversations one-on-
one. 

“He had an amazing, kind heart,” Butler says. 

Through his time at the Nest, Pavelich seemed to settle in. He was 
allowed to keep his dog, Taz, with him in his room and on the property — 
and his spirits lifted as soon as they were reunited. Pav and Taz became 
part of the Nest. They walked around the property before dawn each 
morning. They played throughout the day and went for long hikes. Taz 
became a friend to several of the other guests, who were happy to have 
the extra companionship. 

Pavelich’s guitar filled the place with music, too. He could play everything 
from gospel to ’60s rock. In the auditorium, the chapel, around the 
bonfire. 

During group jam sessions, Pavelich was particularly fond of playing 
Green Day — always taking lead vocal on those songs. 

“He really lit up when we were doing that kind of stuff,” says Mike 
Dunfee, who played guitar alongside him. “You could tell he was kind of 
introverted, but that he really loved the music. It was like, somewhere 
where he could come out.” 

Pavelich continued his calls with Burmachuk, Beck and Malarchuk, each 
finding comfort in their shared journeys. 

“He was doing great there,” Malarchuk says. “I could tell in his voice, it 
was like he had changed.” 

When his brother Dave and his wife visited, they went out to get ice 
cream at the Dairy Queen in town. He told his sister Jean how much he 
loved the place — how much being able to walk free helped ease his 
mind. Bill Baker, his former college rival and Olympic teammate, also 
came to visit and they walked around the grounds for about an hour. 

“Everything seemed to be good,” Baker says. 

Plans to create The Ranch moved forward, too, spearheaded by Jean, 
Beck and Malarchuk. The Nest offered a vacant lodge to serve as the 
first location to fix up for retired athletes. 

But the criminal charges were still inescapable. Pavelich faced a trial and 
his friends and family say he’d grown concerned that he’d face jail time or 
be forced back to the facility in Saint Peter. 

In December 2020, Butler and one of the veterans drove Pavelich to 
Duluth for a hearing on the charges related to firearms found in his home 
after the 2019 assault. While losing the “dangerous” designation meant 
that Pavelich couldn’t be committed to the state’s care indefinitely, it 
opened a window for his previous criminal charges to proceed. Although 
he was still considered incompetent during the assault on his neighbor, it 
was possible the gun charges could be prosecuted. 

Then in February 2021, Burmachuk noticed that his son-in-law hadn’t 
called for a couple of weeks. The last time that happened was in the 
weeks before the assault. 

On the afternoon of Feb. 22, Pavelich met with his sister Jean and Beck 
on a video call and told them that he was donating $50,000 to The 
Ranch. 

“You guys keep it going,” he said. 

Pavelich lost his life to suicide on March 4, 2021. 

His death shattered the community at Eagle’s Healing Nest. It was the 
first time a member of the Nest had died from suicide since it opened 
nine years earlier. 

“The veterans really struggled,” Butler says. “It was really difficult. 
Especially for those who loved him.” 

The veterans held a town hall to discuss the impact of Pavelich’s death. 
They held a memorial service and said prayers for him. They met with his 
family. They decided to put a bench near his room, painted red, white 
and blue. One of the veterans asked if he could keep Taz, who still runs 
around the grounds and is training to become a service dog. This winter, 
a group of veterans went ice fishing in his memory. Some carry fishing 
lures that Pavelich gave them. 

The loss has weighed particularly heavy on some. A few weeks after 
Pavelich’s death, Bird left the Nest to take a trip down the West Coast — 
needing to get away from the place. He was racked with guilt for not 
seeing that his friend was in danger. As house manager he says he 
should have known. Already diagnosed with PTSD, Bird had nightmares 
every night for several months after finding Pavelich’s body. He returned 
to the Nest and worked through therapy, which has helped reduce the 
nightmares. But he still can’t look at the bench placed in Pavelich’s 
memory. 

Malarchuk has also struggled. His wife, Joanie, could see that he wasn’t 
doing well. He entered a week-long therapy program later that March, 
helping him reset in the grief and trauma. 

“You’re not cured of it,” he says of his PTSD. “You’ll never be 100 
percent right again. But that’s OK. We’ll learn how to struggle well.” 

It was Malarchuk who called Beck that day to tell him of Pavelich’s death. 
Still grappling with the death of his son, Beck felt an even greater call to 
build support for former players. He thinks about that vision often. 

“I’d never had a dream about Mark in my whole life,” Beck says. 

“Let’s not wait,” Pavelich told him, atop their horses on that imagined 
horizon. “Let’s go.” 

And so Beck did. Along with Malarchuk and Jean Gevik, he pushed 
forward with plans to start The Ranch — creating a board of advisors, 
building out a business plan, and raising money. They gathered in 
August at a golf course in Biwabik, Minn., for a fundraising tournament. 
For many, it was a wake for a friend, a reflection on the toll mental illness 
can take — and a call to develop more support systems in their 
community. 

“I want people to see what really happens when someone goes through 
something like this,” Gevik says. 

Pavelich’s brain was donated to the Boston University CTE Center, she 
says. The results of that study have not yet been revealed. 

Today, there is an old cottage at Eagle’s Healing Nest, badly in need of 
repair. It is intended to be the first location of The Ranch, a gift offered by 
Butler hoping to see this vision of Pavelich’s legacy realized. The family 
he found there will help fix it up, she says. One day, with time and 
money, it might provide comfort and support to players who are fighting a 
battle like Pavelich. 

Like others who loved Pavelich, Burmachuk is grappling with the shock of 
his son-in-law’s death. He thinks often of their long conversations about 
the universe, of Venus and Earth’s mysteries, about the stars and parallel 
worlds, quantum physics and God — of life, meaning and hope. 

When Kara died, Pavelich spread some of her ashes in the Cascade 
River, some more in Lake Superior. And like Kara, Burmachuk says, 
Pavelich wanted to reach across the land he loved. 

“He didn’t want to be buried anywhere,” Burmachuk says. “He wanted his 
ashes spread all over.” 

But Pavelich also made sure that some of Kara’s ashes were laid in her 
family plot in Tofte, where a stone now marks the memory of her life. The 
plan is that one day, part of Pavelich will join her there, in ashes kept 
beside her. But the stone to mark his life isn’t quite ready yet, Burmachuk 
says. The epitaph remains unwritten. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: Early look at the top 26 prospects for the 2023 
NHL Draft 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Feb 17, 2022  

  

Welcome to my first official look at the 2023 NHL Draft class. 

Each year at The Athletic, my draft rankings are rolled out in five 
instalments. There’s this first look, my preseason top 32 (August or 
September), my preliminary top 64 (November), my midseason top 64 
(February) and my final top 100 (June). This list isn’t numbered like the 
four rankings that follow it, though. Instead, the players are slotted into 
tiers and sorted alphabetically within their groupings. That’s by design to 
reflect just how early we are in this process. 

Each year, we all get to feel a little bit older too. This time, you have to 
come to terms with the fact that the kids you’re about to read about are 
born in 2005 — and I have to come to terms with the fact that the 2023 
draft will be the 10th that I’ve scouted. 

Get excited though, because it also looks like arguably the most exciting 
group of talent I’ve watched in that decade — or at the very least, the 
best since 2015’s historic 1997 age group. This group has left such a 
strong impression on me to date that though I sat down to write this as a 
“23 players to watch for 2023” (I’m a sucker for symmetry) list, it morphed 
into 26 players in length when it felt like I couldn’t leave any of the names 
here off. 

If I were to nitpick one thing about the 2023 draft, it’s that it looks much 
stronger at forward than defence. There are just four defencemen 
included here and I don’t expect any of them to be picked in the top five 
at this point (which would be a first since 2003). If you want centres 
though, well come on down! 

A two-headed monster 

Connor Bedard — C, Regina Pats, 5-foot-9 

What more can you say about this kid? After his Pats got off to a slow 
start, and his start mirrored theirs, Bedard has been the most dangerous 
forward in the CHL since early December (saying nothing of how good he 
was in Calgary at Team Canada’s selection camp and then Edmtonon at 
the short-lived world juniors). It seems like he’s scoring a highlight-reel 
long-distance goal every game these days. 

Bedard is a marvel. He’s got one of the best shooting actions in motion 
I’ve ever seen. The way he drops the puck into the middle of his stance 
and then explodes it off of his blade almost without any forward motion to 
indicate the shot’s coming is … remarkable. His release is lightning 
quick. 

I say without any hyperbole that if you were to stick him on an ice surface 
and run him through drills with the world’s best shooters (say, Auston 
Matthews, Nikita Kucherov, Patrik Laine, Alex Ovechkin, Alex DeBrincat, 
and Steven Stamkos), not only would his shot already look like it 
belongs, but he’d be able to show them a thing or two in how he loads up 
and the variety of stances he can grip it and let it go from. His game isn’t 
just about the shot either, even if that’s its defining quality. 

He’s got unbelievably quick hands and the loose grip that all great 
handlers have. He’s also got high-end speed with his galloping crossover 
strides and good acceleration from a standstill (with continued work to do 

to take his first two steps up a notch and find an even quicker gear), 
which help him carry the puck up ice or join in transition as the trailer 
whenever he has to play catchup. And he’s also highly creative despite 
his goal-scoring tilt. Scorers can get a bad rap that way because there’s 
this belief they’re always focused on the net. And while he is, there’s a lot 
to his game between the offensive zone blue line and the shot he takes 
that’s inventive. 

He regularly makes difficult plays as a passer. Then you add in instincts 
off the puck to get open even when he’s a marked man (which he has 
done brilliantly in Regina without much help this season), an improved 
physical engagement, some underrated skill as a puck thief, and you’ve 
got a singular player. Nobody can defend his inside-out cut into a low, 
hard wrister in the WHL. It often takes two to take the puck off of him 
when he’s twisting and turning. I think we’re going to see him put up 
unheard of numbers in the WHL next season. 

Matvei Michkov — LW/RW, SKA St. Petersburg, 5-foot-10 

I think Bedard’s the favourite to go No. 1 next year (in part because he’s 
Canadian and that bias is real, but also because of Michkov’s contract 
with SKA) but I’m not convinced if this weren’t sorted alphabetically that 
he’d be my No. 1 right now on a purely player-to-player basis. Michkov’s 
that good and without any hesitation the best Russian prospect I’ve ever 
watched — certainly since Ovechkin. Michkov’s brilliance comes 
primarily from his ability to make plays quickly and execute them with 
incredible consistency, whether that’s ripping a patterned shot (his one-
timer, his standstill wrister, his curl-and-drag, etc.), a quick move into a 
pass, a sudden stop-up, or an attacking cut. 

But he’s also sturdy for his size, which allows him to extend plays, hang 
onto pucks when a quick attack isn’t there, or delay for his linemates. 
And while he shines in moments, those short moments and the 
consistency of his execution within them (despite being freakishly 
talented, he makes very few mistakes) create a uniquely high-reward, 
somehow low-risk game because when he tries things he’s never trying 
them out of desperation but rather intention. 

A frontrunner for No. 3 

Adam Fantilli — C, Chicago Steel, 6-foot-2 

The best to describe Fantilli is the way one source once described him to 
me: “He’s a horse.” Fantilli is a big, strong, powerful kid who takes pucks 
from the wall to the interior with force and ease. He can beat you along 
the wall on the cycle. He can beat you carrying the puck in rotations 
around the perimeter of the offensive zone. And he can beat you pushing 
through lanes to the middle third, driving the net, or dropping a shoulder 
to take space that isn’t there. He blew me away in Calgary at Canada’s 
summer showcase, where he looked like a man among boys. 

When he keeps his feet moving, he’s a lot to handle. Mix in a low, hard 
shot that can score from midrange consistently, an ability to protect the 
puck and shade in and out of coverage, a dangerous curl-and-drag 
wrister, and comfort in traffic, on top of the power and the skating, and 
you’ve got a player that teams are going to salivate over. Fantilli’s just as 
good inside the offensive zone as he is in transition and he can take over 
a game as result. 

Top-five contenders 

Zach Benson — LW, Winnipeg Ice, 5-foot-10 

There has been a lot of attention paid to the high-powered offence of the 
Winnipeg Ice this season. Matthew Savoie and Connor Geekie will both 
likely be selected in the front half of the first round in Montreal in July. 
Overager Mikey Milne has played well enough to warrant getting picked. 

Flyers prospect Connor McClennon is one of the league’s more 
dangerous offensive zone players and they went out and acquired 
Lightning second-rounder Jack Finley to boot. But Benson, who has 
played above a point per game as a 15- and 16-year-old these last two 
years, may be the best prospect of the bunch (or at least in the 
conversation with Savoie). He’s a multi-dimensional forward who has 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2022 

 

quick acceleration, can handle the puck at speed and change tempos in 
control, is a dual shot-pass threat, and works hard off the puck to keep 
his energy up and set the pace for his line. 

Leo Carlsson — C/LW, Orebro HK, 6-foot-3 

Sweden’s best prospect for the 2023 draft, Carlsson has dominated 
Sweden’s top junior level with his size and skill this season and should 
be a big part of their U18 team this spring. He’s also already playing 
regularly in the SHL, averaging about 11 minutes a game on the season 
and often playing 13-16 of late. Carlsson’s a big kid who still has more 
filling out to do and will probably hit 200 pounds, but he’s also got slick 
skill to complement his size, and regularly makes plays and 
manufactures offence for himself or beats defenders one-on-one with his 
hands. And while he has played exclusively as a winger in the SHL to 
date, Carlsson was developed as a centre. His size/finesse package is 
already generating a lot of buzz. 

Watch the way he baits the defender with a fake to the outside before 
dancing him to the inside to score off of the give-and-go here: 

Dalibor Dvorsky — C, AIK, 6-foot-1 

For all the talk of how strong the 2022 draft class looks for Slovakia, 
Dvorsky leads another strong group into 2023. He doesn’t turn 17 until 
the summer and he’s already a top player in Sweden’s J20 level (after 
wowing the hockey world with his play at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup). He 
has also had a taste of the pro game with AIK (they play in the second-
tier HockeyAllsvenskan at the moment). Dvorsky is a highly-gifted and 
intelligent centre who can threaten defenders and coverage in a variety 
of ways, whether that’s carving them up in control, sliding off of coverage 
to find pockets of space to get open into, or driving the middle third with 
his athleticism. There isn’t really anything missing from his profile. 

Calum Ritchie — C, Oshawa Generals, 6-foot-1 

My first live OHL viewing since February of 2020 was in St. Catharines to 
see the IceDogs host the Generals in early October. Ritchie — the No. 2 
pick in the 2021 OHL Priority Selection, playing in a game that featured 
drafted prospects like Daniil Gushchin and Ty Tullio — was the most 
threatening player on the ice with the puck on his stick all night. And that 
has pretty consistently been the case for him whenever I’ve watched the 
Generals since. He is one of the craftier offensive players to come 
through in a few years. While he still looks a little skinny and has some 
work to do in the gym, he’s slick in traffic, he slides through seams under 
sticks and rotates through coverage or away from checks beautifully, he’s 
lethal in all alone, he takes smart routes with the puck to the interior, and 
he’s got superb puck control skill. 

Charlie Stramel — C, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-3 

Stramel is a power forward in the truest sense and will play at the 
University of Wisconsin in his draft year thanks to his size-skill combo 
and October 2004 birthday. Though offseason surgery sidelined him 
through the first half of this season, there was real belief that Stramel 
may have been in consideration for Team USA’s world juniors roster as a 
17-year-old (and a young one at that) had he been healthy. Last year, he 
split time between the U17 and U18 teams as a 16-year-old and got 
better as the season went on (especially after a move from the wing to 
centre). Nicknamed “Big Rig” at the program, he’s already well over 200 
pounds (in an athletic and muscular way, not a heavy way) and 
complements that size by playing a competitive, attacking middle-lane 
style that makes good use of his length, strength and lethal wrister from 
midrange. He’s sneaky smart and talented, too, so he’s not just a straight 
lines driver. Scouts are fascinated by his package. 

Brayden Yager — C, Moose Jaw Warriors, 6-foot 

Yager, the No. 3 pick in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft, has been a named 
prospect in Western Canada for some time now and has lived up to the 
hype thus far in his young WHL career, regularly making highlight-reel 
quality plays over the last two seasons. He is, for my money, already the 
most dangerous forward on a fun Warriors team that has emerged from a 

rebuild to become a top team in a stacked Eastern Conference in the 
WHL. 

He has a star quality about him inside the offensive zone, with a quick-
release wrister that comes off hard, impressive puck skill in congested 
areas, an ability to attack in bursts and make something happen out of 
dead plays, an equal ability to play off of coverage and make himself 
available for his linemates, and sound defensive play. 

This sequence from my most recent viewing (it was his second goal of 
the game, too), highlights the best of Yager. After swinging low in the 
defensive zone, he takes over in possession, weaves up ice, and then 
scores from mid-distance shooting off of one foot. 

Candidates for the top 10 

Riley Heidt — C, Prince George Cougars, 5-foot-11 

Heidt, taken No. 2 in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft with the pick between 
Bedard and Yager (he and Yager were actually teammates in minor 
hockey), is a talented and hardworking playmaker who keeps himself 
involved in the play off the puck and then makes plays between battles in 
possession of the puck. Heidt’s greatest asset is his skating. He’s 
extremely light on his edges, building speed quickly into flight to put 
defenders on their heels and/or create separation — and then making 
plays into space for himself or his linemates at pace. This season, he has 
been the rebuilding Cougars’ most productive forward as a 16-year-old. 

Oliver Moore — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

You’ll notice all three of the U.S. NTDP forwards included here are 
centres. And next season, once Stramel goes off to college, the 
expectation will be that Moore and Will Smith (more on him below) will 
carry the load offensively at the program as a 1-2 punch down the 
middle. Moore impressed me on my November trip to Plymouth to watch 
the U18 team play (he was up from the U17 team and played well) and 
I’ve really liked what I’ve seen whenever I’ve watched him on tape as 
well. Moore wants to hang onto the puck and make plays, he’s got an 
impressive one-timer from the right flank, and he uses some clever 
movement patterns to make defencemen miss and get to his spots as a 
shooter. 

Quentin Musty — LW, Sudbury Wolves, 6-foot-2 

The top pick in last year’s OHL draft, Musty’s one of the focal points of an 
entertaining, young team in Sudbury. Musty is a strong, sturdy, athletic 
net-driven winger with slick puckhandling skill one-on-one and a 
balanced skater’s stride. He can unload from his hip into a heavy 
snapshot or drop and drive the net into a tuck play in tight and has made 
some “pull-you-out-of-your-seat” plays with the puck already in the OHL. 

Will Smith — C, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot 

As I write this, Smith leads the U.S. NTDP’s U17 team in both points and 
goals, and has contributed regularly when up with the U18 team. Smith is 
an impressive puckhandler who dodges close-outs and plays through 
holes in coverage in possession with ease, regularly hanging onto pucks 
to delay and fake his way into his spots. He’s also the kind of player who, 
despite a dangerous wrister, will more often look to deke in all alone than 
shoot. He’s also well-regarded as a great kid who is easy to coach and 
understands the finer details of the game required of a centre. 

Otto Stenberg — C/LW, Frölunda HC, 5-foot-11 

One of the more exciting players in the draft with the puck on his stick, 
Stenberg is a dynamic and crafty handler who has scored two (!) 
Michigan goals this year. Stenberg plays a fast, creative game, hanging 
onto pucks to spin away from pressure, attack in and out of space, and 
facilitate from the outside in through layers. He’s a natural centre who 
has split time between the middle of the ice and the wing this season at 
the J20 level. 

Matthew Wood — C/RW, Victoria Grizzlies, 6-foot-3 
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Wood’s the player in this group who I was closest to ranking one slot 
higher. He’s doing fun things in the BCHL this year, producing at the 
same two-point-per-game clip that Kent Johnson did (and a significantly 
better rate than both Alex Newhook and Tyson Jost did) while being four 
months younger than Johnson was when he did it. Wood is a rangy, 
goal-scoring forward who has silky hands for his size (considering the 
long stick he uses) and a marksman’s shot inside the offensive zone 
(both through a natural shooting motion and his one-timer). 

Here’s that shot (love the way he slows down the game into the route he 
wants, too): 

And here are those hands (notice, too, the adjustability of his frame and 
the way his feet maneuver in both clips): 

First-rounders 

Cameron Allen — RHD, Guelph Storm, 5-foot-11 

Allen, the No. 3 pick from the 2021 OHL Priority Selection, is already an 
important part of the Storm, contributing at both ends and driving strong 
underlying results in both shot and goal differential. He’s a mobile, 
attacking defenceman who is at his best when he’s roaming off the line, 
looking to make something happen in control, and attacking into his own 
looks. But he’s also a strong, athletic kid for his size who defends at a 
high level, plays tight gaps, and rises to the physical challenge in man-to-
man coverage. 

Gavin Brindley — RW, Tri-City Storm, 5-foot-9 

Brindley, who is already in his second full season in the USHL and will 
play a third in his draft year before heading off to the University of 
Michigan, is the second-oldest player on this list (Oct. 5, 2004). He’s also 
already a point-per-game player at the level and played well with the U.S. 
NTDP’s U18 team when he was called in for Five Nations in November. 
He’s a small but involved winger (he played some centre growing up but 
has played the wing with the Storm) who plays the game with energy and 
pace, making little skill plays between coverage. 

Hunter Brzustewicz — RHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

Brzustewicz is a 2004 who was a star in minor hockey growing up, has 
spent the last two years at the program playing with kids from the draft 
class in front of him (though he missed almost all of last year due to a 
shoulder injury), and will spend his draft year playing NCAA hockey at 
the University of Michigan. Brzustewicz is a mobile and strong kid who 
has worked hard to fill out his frame (the lost season helped with that), 
defends the rush effectively and has significantly more offence to his 
game than his production at the program (where players like Seamus 
Casey and Lane Hutson have been awarded greater opportunities 
offensively) shows this season. He walks the line well, is comfortable in 
control of the puck in all three zones, and will take and execute on what’s 
given to him. 

Daniil But — LW/RW, Loko Yaroslavl, 6-foot-4 

After playing on Russia’s Hlinka-Gretzky Cup team as an underager, But, 
who turned 17 this week, has played to a point-per-game level in the 
MHL as one of its top 2005s this season. Scouts are drawn to him 
because of his size-skill combo and while he can look a little 
uncoordinated out there at times, that draw is real. But he is a kid who is 
excellent on the wall in puck protection and also has some outside-in skill 
so that he can attack off of holds into the middle third. 

This sequence, where he shields the puck along the wall and waits for an 
opportunity to cut to the front of the net, is a perfect example of that: 

He’s got some good power and balance through his stride, too, with 
plenty of room to still work on it. Watch him pivot off of his heels into this 
forward carry to beat his defender out wide and drive the net: 

Alex Ciernik — LW/RW, Södertälje SK, 5-foot-10 

Ciernik is another impressive Slovak (though he has been developed in 
Sweden) in the 2004 and 2005 age group. He’s one of the oldest players 

in the draft but is already a top offensive creator at the J20 level after an 
excellent showing on Slovakia’s second line (where he played alongside 
Dvorsky) at Hlinka. Ciernik’s a high-energy, up-tempo playmaker who 
looks to involve himself more than you might expect at his size, and then 
makes plays in bursts of speed (he’s a plus-level skater) between 
engagements. 

Nate Danielson — C, Brandon Wheat Kings, 6-foot-1 

Just a couple of weeks away from having been eligible for the 2022 draft, 
Danielson, who was an MVP of Alberta’s U15 AAA circuit and a No. 5 
pick into the WHL, is already a point-per-game guy and one of Brandon’s 
top producers. He’s a pro-sized pivot who can really skate and excels 
pushing up ice in transition. And while he’s not a natural scorer, he’s a 
better shooter than his goal totals so far indicate, he plays a well-rounded 
two-way game, he wants to make a difference when he’s on the ice 
offensively, and he has made some high-end plays this year. 

Mikhail Gulyayev — LHD, Omskie Yastreby, 5-foot-10 

Probably the top prospect out of Russia after Michkov in 2023 for me at 
this stage, Gulyayev’s a name to watch as a player who may be selected 
quite high if he continues to develop like he has this season, especially 
given his position (there will be a defenceman or two to break into the top 
10 even if none make it as high as the top five because that’s just how 
the draft always works). 

After impressing scouts with his play at Hlinka, where he notched five 
points in five games, Gulyayev, who doesn’t turn 17 until the end of April, 
has established himself as one of the top young defencemen in the MHL 
this season and certainly one of the top players on his team, regularly 
playing more than 20 minutes. It has been a few rough age groups for 
Russian defencemen but Gulyayev’s got a chance to flip the script. He’s 
a commanding offensive defenceman who is at his best when he’s 
looking to take charge with his feet. His size is going to be a talking point, 
but he doesn’t play small and I like his game at both ends of the ice 
because of his mobility and the way he reads the play. 

You’ll commonly see him activate like he does to lead this play into the 
offensive zone and create a goal: 

Kasper Halttunen — RW, Jokerit, 6-foot-3 

The 2005 age group isn’t a great one for the Finns but Halttunen has 
shown real promise as a driven, shot-first, power forward-style winger 
who doesn’t turn 17 until the summer and already really imposes himself 
on Finland’s top junior level with his ability to get to his spots, outmuscle 
opposing players, and play a menacing physical style off the puck. He’s 
got a pro-built game and frame but he can also make plays for himself 
and his shot is heavy. 

Theo Lindstein — LHD, Brynäs IF, 6-foot 

The early consensus frontrunner to be the No. 1 defenceman in the draft 
class, Lindstein is a well-rounded defenceman who has already played 
SHL games. I’m a little less sure at this stage because the statistical 
profile isn’t particularly strong but his numbers are also reflective of a 
Brynas J20 team that struggles to score on the whole. Lindstein is a two-
way type who skates at an advanced level for his age, plays with a great 
deal of poise and control, and does a good job managing the play in 
possession (whether that’s leading exits and outlets or patrolling the line) 
and picking his spots to attack. I know they think the world of him with 
Brynas. 

Tyler Peddle — LW, Drummondville Voltigeurs, 6-foot 

My favourite 2023 prospect out of the QMJHL at the moment, Peddle, the 
No. 2 pick in last year’s Q draft, is a lethal one-shot scorer who shoots it 
really hard and gets it off really quickly. He’s got deft hands in control, 
which he uses to create his own looks. But he also excels playing off of 
playmaking centres, finishing catch-and-release plays, and pounding 
home rebounds. There’s some tunnel vision to his game that he’s going 
to have to open up (offensively and defensively) but as far as shooters 
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go, he grades out right near the top of this class. He’s not a guy you want 
to leave alone. 

Case in point No. 1: 

Case in point No. 2: 

Sleeper 

Eduard Sale — C/LW, HC Kometa Brno, 6-foot-1 

Sale has produced at the U20 level in Czechia this season (that we just 
haven’t seen in recent memory), scoring at more than two points per 
game and more than a goal per game as a 16-year-old. But because of 
the relatively low level of the league and his so-far limited sample of 
games at the pro level, he’s tricky to contextualize into a grouping 
because it’s hard to differentiate between “Is this a special, top-10 kind of 
talent?” or “Is he just an interesting prospect who is torching a bad 
league?” 

The good news is he has also shown quite well internationally for 
Czechia in the last year. The better news is whenever I’ve watched him 
domestically, league aside, he has checked a lot of the boxes from a 
pure tools perspective. He’s a dexterous, driven player who has good 
size, looks to attack the middle third, and can beat you on the perimeter 
with his skill or get to the front of the net to use his dexterity to get his 
stick on tips and redirects. He’s a kid I’m very much looking forward to 
tracking closely. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With solo dash up ice, Morgan Rielly goes full Bobby Orr 
for Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 17, 2022, 10:09 PM 

 

TORONTO – When Jack Campbell collected a harmless dump-in from 
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ penalty kill and dusted off the puck at his goal 
line for Morgan Rielly to circle the back of his own net, he could not 
possibly imagine he’d be gathering his first primary assist as a Maple 
Leaf. 

“Just left it for him perfectly,” said a smiling Campbell, claiming credit. 

Rielly calmly gathered the puck on his tape, slowly spun his wheels 
chugging north to begin pushing for a second-period power-play strike. 

Surely, he’d freeze the visiting defenders with a neutral-zone drop pass 
— the NHL’s mandatory 5-on-4 zone-entry strategy — and the best 
power play in hockey would set up in the zone and start whipping the 
puck around. 

Nah. Not this time. 

As the Toronto Maple Leafs discussed amongst themselves pre-game, 
the Penguins like to deploy a “two back drop” and send two killers 
beyond the puck-carrier in anticipation of the trendy drop-pass entry. 

Reilly noticed an opening and pounced. 

“Saw his own lane and trusted himself,” Mitch Marner said. 

“That's why you have your best people on the power play — because 
they gotta be able to read those situations and improvise,” added coach 
Sheldon Keefe, noting that Rielly always has the green light in those 
situations. “Loved his initiative.” 

Number 44 blacked out and went full Number 4, smoothly snaking his 
way through all four Penguins — one by one, right up the gut — before 
snapping the puck clean and bar-down over Tristan Jarry’s right 
shoulder. 

“I have no words for it,” said Rasmus Sandin, Rielly’s PP understudy. “I 
was a little bit surprised because I haven't seen him do it in a game. I told 
him it was one of the best goals I’ve seen live — and I got a pretty good 
seat.” 

The phrase “Bobby Orr” was trending on Twitter. Seriously: 

It was the type of play that, at once, encapsulated the Toronto Maple 
Leafs’ electric power play, Rielly’s Norris-conversation-calibre campaign, 
and the team’s all-cylinders execution in a thrilling 4-1 statement victory 
over Pittsburgh Thursday. 

Remember, the Penguins had coldly dished the Leafs both their most 
embarrassing loss (7-1 in Pittsburgh on Oct. 23) and only shutout loss (2-
0 at home on Nov. 20) of the season. 

The home team — welcoming back actual fans into Scotiabank Arena for 
the first time in 2022 — craved a slice of revenge here. 

That was evident from the opening shift, when Auston Matthews beat 
Jarry on a breakaway. The game was all of 20 seconds old, and 
Matthews had extended his latest point streak, scored the quickest goal 
of his career, and set the tone. 

"We have so much respect for how skilled they are," Penguins coach 
Mike Sullivan said. "Their transition game is one of the more dangerous 
transition games in the league. Any time we play those types of teams, 
we talk about managing the puck and forcing them to have to play a goal-
line-to-goal-line game.” 

Trouble for Sullivan was, Rielly played a goal-line-to-goal-line game 
himself. 

“Like, tonight I didn't plan on doing that,” Rielly said, staying humble. “But 
you just gotta take what’s there. That’s all.” 

After ripping his highlight marker and eventual game-winner, the No. 1 
defenceman set up defensive centre David Kämpf for his seventh(!) of 
the year on a pretty penalty-kill rush. 

Evgeni Malkin responded for the Penguins in the third period, but Michael 
Bunting’s rookie-leading 16th of the season provided insurance. 

Matthews temporarily left the third period after running into Campbell’s 
crossbar with his mouth during a backcheck but did return. 

Life won’t get easier for the Maple Leafs this weekend, as they host 
another upper-echelon team, the St. Louis Blues, on Saturday. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Even with a partially full building (8,000-plus), the atmosphere and 
intensity were refreshingly high in Toronto. Death to the tarps. 

• Jason Spezza on Sidney Crosby: “He's the poster boy for just work 
ethic and dedication.” 

• Toronto’s penalty kill was nothing short of superb against Pittsburgh’s 
star-studded power play, going a perfect five-for-five, generating multiple 
odd-man rushes Jarry’s way, and registering its seventh shorthanded 
goal of the season (tied for second overall). 

• The Leafs unveiled their Heritage Classic sweater for next month’s 
outdoor game. Simple, safe, slick. May we suggest brown leather gloves. 

• Maple Leafs long-serving house organist Jimmy Holmstrom unleashed 
a rendition of “Still D.R.E.” on the keys during an early stoppage in play. 
Can’t say I recall him ever playing a rap beat on the organ before. The 
power of the Super Bowl halftime show, folks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' growing confidence leads to first win under St. 
Louis 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

February 17, 2022, 11:37 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- For the first time in 11 games, the Montreal Canadiens 
won. 

On this night, against the St. Louis Blues, they absolutely deserved to, 
even after they went 0-for-5 on the power play and surrendered a 
shorthanded goal on one of them late in the first period; even after they 
took three penalties over the final 10 minutes of the third period; even 
after surrendering a goal with 1:19 left to play in regulation. 

The Canadiens weren’t perfect, but they were better in nearly every way 
than the team that came to the Bell Centre 39 points up on them in the 
standings. 

“It was a good feeling just coming back into the locker room and hearing 
music,” said Josh Anderson. 

We imagine cheering Martin St. Louis’ first win as an NHL head coach 
was fun, too. 

A hand for Paul Byron -- the ever-inspiring 32-year-old who was drafted 
in the sixth round of the 2007 draft, traded by the Buffalo Sabres and 
waived by the Calgary Flames before becoming a two-time 20-goal 
scorer and assistant captain with the Canadiens -- was in order six 
games into his return from off-season hip surgery. He got his team on the 
board in the 500th game of his career. 

And it’s fair to assume Cole Caufield was celebrated as the player of the 
game by his teammates after the 21-year-old tied things up 2-2 with 10 
seconds remaining in the third period and notched the 3-2 winner at 2:22 
of overtime. 

That goal wouldn’t have happened if Jeff Petry hadn’t taken advantage of 
an opening instead of taking a line change. 

His season had been Murphy’s Law up until that point. Even in his good 
games -- he’s gotten better in every one of them with St. Louis behind the 
bench -- trouble had found him. 

But on Thursday, Petry finally looked like the guy who just posted three 
straight 40-point seasons. 

“I thought he was really good tonight,” said Anderson of the defenceman 
who had two assists, four shots on net and finished plus-1 over 24:17. 
“Obviously, he was physical when needed. He was up in the play and he 
was in that shooting mentality, which we all love. He could’ve had a 
couple tonight. One rang off the post, which would’ve been big. But 
overall, I thought he had a great game, and I thought everybody did as 
well.” 

From Corey Schueneman to Laurent Dauphin, from Mike Hoffman to 
Nick Suzuki, the Canadiens got something good out of everyone. 

This is what winning requires. 

Montreal had been building towards this under St. Louis, adding to the 
evidence already mounting that the man who was coaching pee-wee 
hockey just over a week ago is appearing to be a natural coaching NHL 
hockey. 

The Canadiens outshot the Blues 30-27. They controlled the flow of play 
and the scoring chances for most of the night. When they bent, they 
didn’t break. 

And when they needed to come up with a last-second play to keep their 
chances of winning alive, they didn’t panic. 

Chris Wideman could have just sent the puck on net from his position on 
the ice, but instead he made a 70-foot, cross-ice pass to Caufield for the 
one-timer that sent the Canadiens to overtime. 

“It’s not just the win, but the way we did it,” said St. Louis. “We fall down 
2-1 with a minute to go… Our backs were against the wall and we 
showed a lot of poise and clarity to make the play we did to tie the game. 
We could’ve just shot it, but we made a better play. That’s something I’m 
trying to bring to their thinking is to not only make a play but to look for 
the better play.” 

Finding it is a function of confidence, and St. Louis feels that’s growing 
within his team. 

“I think we’re just getting better and better every day,” he said. “I think 
we’re applying some of the things we’re talking about, but we’re not 
bringing so many things at once. We’re just kind of working on one thing 
at a time. And the more we add, the more it gives us a better chance, 
especially if the effort is there. It doesn’t matter what you add to your 
game as a team; if the effort’s not there, if the commitment’s not there, 
it’s not going to show as much. 

“But with the commitment from the boys physically, and how they’re 
engaged -- and I’m trying to be patient and not give them too much at 
once -- when they look like they did tonight I just feel like I need to give 
them something else and keep adding to our playbook a little bit and 
keep giving us a chance to win even more.” 

The Canadiens’ next opportunity will be on Long Island Sunday, in a 
matinee game against the Islanders. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Prospects of interest edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

February 17, 2022, 1:06 PM 

 

Prospects, prospects, prospects. 

This time of year, young players take on extra focus, whether as trade 
bait for contending teams looking to make a notable addition, or as late 
call ups -- or general forward optimism -- for those languishing near the 
bottom of the standings. 

Today's Power Rankings look at a prospect of interest for each team. 
Some of these will be the top prospects in the system, while others could 
be in line for a call-up, are having a year to get excited about or could be 
moved by March 21. 

The order of the teams is based on how they are playing on a season-
long pace, with some weight to recent results. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche: Justin Barron 

The 25th overall pick in 2020, Barron had a blood clot impact his draft 
season and lead to questions about his long-term potential. In his first full 
season with the AHL's Eagles, Barron has 16 points in 31 games and 
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has good size for the next level. With the Avs so loaded with young 
defencemen on their NHL roster, Barron's name has popped up in trade 
rumours, so don't be surprised if he's included in a deal by March 21. 

2. Florida Panthers: Spencer Knight 

You just never know with goalies. After a brief, but bright, showing in a 
few starts for the Panthers last season, Knight struggled to find his 
footing with an .898 save percentage this season and a move to the AHL. 
He's been pretty good there, with a 4-1 record and .923 save rate, but the 
supposed "goalie of the future" for Florida with the rock-solid resume is 
now popping up in trade rumours. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning: Jack Finley 

There is a Winnipeg ICE-Edmonton Oil Kings rivalry building up this year, 
and they are the favourites to come out of the WHL. A few Oil Kings are 
within these Power Rankings, but Finley is the lone ICE member. A 
second-round pick in 2020, Finley was acquired from Spokane and has 
been a point-per-game player in Winnipeg. He's a big, at 6-foot-6, 223 
pounds, and will likely take some development years before his NHL 
outlook comes into focus. The good news is the Lightning can afford to 
wait. It will be interesting to see the impact Finley has on Winnipeg's 
playoff run. 

4. Calgary Flames: Dustin Wolf 

Wolf leads the AHL in wins, is second in save percentage and third in 
GAA as a 20-year-old rookie in the league. That the Flames didn't have 
to move him in a trade for the scoring winger they were after is a big win. 
Wolf has consistently put up strong numbers at every level, starting from 
the moment he took over for Carter Hart in WHL Everett, and is now 
continuing in the pro ranks. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs: Topi Niemela 

Back in December, Luke Fox outlined why Niemela should be a prospect 
for Leafs fans to get excited about. A third-round pick in 2020, Niemela 
has a good defensive game and excellent passing instincts -- he has 21 
assists in 40 games with Karpat in Finland's Liiga as a 19-year-old, which 
is second in the league at his position. With cap crunch a yearly reality in 
Toronto, Niemela's ELC could bring great value to the team before long. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins: Valtteri Puustinen 

In his age 20- and 21-year-old seasons, Puustinen was the second-
highest scorer on HPK in Finland's Liiga and is currently the leading 
scorer in AHL Wilkes-Barre, with 15 goals and 30 points in 44 games. 
The Penguins always seem to have a no-name player come out of 
nowhere, hit the NHL lineup, and provide a notable level of support. 
Could Puustinen be that player, either this season or next? He's on a 
nice trajectory for a seventh-round pick in 2019. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki 

Nick's younger brother, Ryan -- the 28th-overall pick in 2019 -- has had 
injury troubles and been limited to only 12 games this season. He's 
played seven games in 2022 and has two goals to show for it. Suzuki is a 
creator and great skater, but does the 20-year-old have top-six NHL 
upside? 

8. Minnesota Wild: Marco Rossi 

It's only a matter of time before Rossi is back with the Wild. Minnesota 
GM Bill Guerin can maybe play this deadline patient because there are 
depth scorers already being added to his team. The Matthew Boldy call-
up has been a smashing success because he's been a point-per-game 
player through 14 and Rossi, the Iowa Wild's scoring leader, is on deck. 

9. New York Rangers: Braden Schneider 

Injuries bumped both Schneider and Zac Jones into the New York lineup, 
and on the same pair. Schneider is the younger of the two, at 20, and the 
19th-overall pick in 2020 draft, and has shown well with four points in 11 
NHL games. He could be another solid young piece for the Rangers to 

move forward with or he could become a trade candidate as a coveted 
player on the market, if the Rangers engage in the buyer's market. 

10. St. Louis Blues: Jake Neighbours 

The 26th-overall pick in 2020, Neighbours is an offensive force on the 
WHL's Oil Kings, with 39 points in 24 games -- if not for an NHL call-up 
and a WJC assignment, he could have been their highest scorer. 
Neighbours is on a 12-game scoring streak, during which time he's 
posted 21 points. If he's not part of a trade at the deadline, Neighbours 
could be a factor in St. Louis' lineup as soon as next season. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights: Brendan Brisson 

The 29th-overall pick in 2020, Brisson was one of the few Michigan 
Wolverines to go to the Olympics, picking up a couple of goals for the 
Americans. Vegas' prospect pool doesn't run deep, both because they're 
still a relatively new team and because they've aggressively traded for 
the here and now, but he is their top prospect and about to embark on an 
important playoff run in the NCAA. 

12. Edmonton Oilers: Dylan Holloway 

The 14th-overall pick in 2020, Holloway is part of an intriguing collection 
of young Oilers who are staring to get lineup looks -- from Evan 
Bouchard to Philip Broberg and, the latest, Markus Niemelainen. A wrist 
injury delayed Holloway's pro debut until January, but he's got five points 
in 11 AHL games, though is scoreless in his past six. When he starts 
scoring again, he'll put himself in the running for a call-up and will bring 
speed and tenacity to the Oilers. 

13. Dallas Stars: Wyatt Johnston 

Tied for second in OHL scoring with 76 points in 40 games, the 23rd-
overall pick of the 2021 draft has come back very strong after a year off. 
His first test in the major junior playoffs are upcoming, with Windsor 
fourth in the OHL's Western Conference. 

14. Washington Capitals: Hendrix Lapierre 

A wild card in his 2020 draft year after multiple concussions limited him to 
just 19 games, Lapierre was believed to have the potential of a top-10 
pick but with some uncertainty. The Caps eventually nabbed him 22nd 
overall. Lapierre got a taste of the NHL at the start of this season, scoring 
once in six games, and then was one of Team Canada's more surprising 
(or at least notable) cuts for the WJC. He has 24 points in 15 games for 
Acadie-Bathurst. 

15. Nashville Predators: Luke Evangelista 

Leading goal scorer in the entire OHL -- 34 goals in 34 games -- 
Evangelista has a dangerous nose for the net and is turning into a heck 
of a second-round find for the Predators. Last year's forced move to the 
AHL when the OHL cancelled its season was too early, but he should be 
more prepared for it at the next opportunity. 

16. Los Angeles Kings: Brandt Clarke 

The OHL's defencemen scoring leader, Clarke is Barrie's go-to player 
and has a chip on his shoulder after being left off Canada's WJC roster. 

17. Boston Bruins: Mason Lohrei 

Lohrei has the size that appeals for NHL defencemen and it seems the 
offensive game to hang in the highest levels, too. Undrafted at first, 
Lohrei became an overage second-round pick of Boston's in 2020 and 
went on to be named the USHL's defenceman of the year, posting a 
league-best 59 points in 48 games last season. He's among the top 
freshmen defenders in the NCAA, with 29 points in 31 games for Ohio 
State. Clearly trending up, Lohrei has evolved into one of Bostons' top 
prospects. 

18. Winnipeg Jets: Chaz Lucius 

With Cole Perfetti in the NHL, Lucius becomes the most intriguing and 
important prospect to watch for Winnipeg outside of the NHL. He has 
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nine goals and 19 points in 24 games for NCAA Minnesota, but that's 
mostly due to a slow start -- he's been a point-per-game player over his 
past 16. Coming off a knee injury, Lucius is probably still a few years 
away, but has huge goal-scoring upside. 

19. Anaheim Ducks: Mason McTavish 

Didn't have a major impact on Canada's scoresheet at the Olympics, with 
just one assist, but it was a good development experience anyway and 
now he'll return to OHL Hamilton, where he had seven points in three 
games before going to Beijing. The Bulldogs, second in the OHL by 
points percentage, acquired McTavish from Peterborough earlier in the 
season and are looking for him to help lead a title run. 

20. Vancouver Canucks: Jack Rathbone 

Originally put Rathbone on this list because he had returned from a 
month-long injury and was white-hot with 11 points in five games, 
including a five-point outing on Feb. 7. Depending on what the Canucks 
do at the deadline and how many roster holes are left behind, Rathbone 
was a candidate for a call-up. And he might still be. But on Wednesday 
night with Abbotsford in the AHL, he was hit hard from behind into the 
end boards and needed to be stretched off the ice. Early indications are 
that nothing was broken, but he is being monitored for a concussion. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets: Kent Johnson 

The most productive of Canada's young players in Beijing, Johnson 
departed with five points in five games and an argument can be made 
that he should have been given a bigger role. The fifth-overall pick in 
2021, Johnson will look to lead a loaded University of Michigan to a title 
before, potentially, joining the Blue Jackets. 

22. Detroit Red Wings: Sebastian Cossa 

An elite goalie prospect on the No. 3-ranked junior team across the CHL, 
Cossa's numbers have taken a hit from last year, with inconsistencies 
along the way -- in his last six games, he has three shutouts, but still 
allowed 12 goals. The top team in the WHL by points percentage are the 
Winnipeg ICE and, notably, Cossa won both of the games he faced 
them, allowing three total goals. Cossa's Oil Kings are all-in on this 
playoff run. 

23. San Jose Sharks: William Eklund 

He got an NHL look early in the season with nine games, and came out 
of it with four assists. Rather than send him to the AHL for development, 
the Sharks returned him to Djurgarden in Sweden's top league. Could he 
come back this season? It's a bit complicated. Djurgarden will either miss 
the playoffs completely and end their season in late March, or have to 
play a series for relegation that will go into April. After that, he could 
either play for Sweden at the World Championship, or come back to the 
Sharks for a potential playoff push. But if he plays one more NHL game 
this season, the first year of his ELC will count, so unless the Sharks are 
still alive, it may make more sense to just have him come back for 2022-
23. 

24. Ottawa Senators: Jake Sanderson 

Sanderson was a late arrival for Team USA at the Beijing Games after 
testing positive for COVID-19, and then was able to play only one game 
there, recording an assist, before an injury kept him out of their 
quarterfinal loss to Slovakia. The timeline for his return from that injury is 
unclear, but he's set to return to North Dakota and could still end up with 
the Senators by the end of the season. 

25. Buffalo Sabres: Owen Power 

Though he recorded just a single assist in Beijing, Power was trusted 
with a big role and handled it well. Now he's back to the University of 
Michigan as one of the highest-scoring defencemen in NCAA hockey. 
The Wolverines will be eyeing a title and, whenever their season does 
come to an end, attention will be paid to his NHL future and when he 
might arrive in Buffalo. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks: Arvid Soderblom 

Going a little off the board, but Chicago's goalie situation post-Marc 
Andre Fleury is a murky one and there's a chance Soderblom eventually 
is a factor. Undrafted, Soderblom played his way up through the Swedish 
leagues with strong 2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons, and is one of the 
AHL's best rookie stoppers in 2021-22. He's even gotten into a couple of 
NHL games this season, but allowed seven goals on 59 shots. He'll get 
another start on Thursday. 

27. New York Islanders: Aatu Raty 

One of the more interesting prospects out of last year's draft, Raty was at 
one early point a top-five player and ended up slipping to the second 
round. Now, on a new team in Finland, Raty has become a productive 
player again, with 28 points in 29 games for the Liiga's Jukurit. 

28. Seattle Kraken: Matty Beniers 

Well, Beniers has something in common with Wayne Gretzky. Just like 
Gretzky with Canada in '98, Beniers was controversially left out of the 
shootout for Team USA in their elimination game against Slovakia at the 
Olympics, which they went on to lose. The Kraken's first-ever draft pick -- 
second overall in 2021 -- scored a goal and an assist for the Americans 
in Beijing and is part of this returning cast to the Michigan Wolverines, 
and he's their leading scorer. 

29. New Jersey Devils: Alexander Holtz 

The seventh-overall pick in 2020, Holtz has 33 points in 28 games as an 
AHL rookie and his 17 goals are one off the rookie-leading pace. A 
projected goal scorer and power-play presence, Holtz is making a 
smooth transition to smaller North American ice and will be in the Devils' 
plans before long. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers: Cam York 

Day-to-day with an injury, York, 21, is one of Philly's younger players who 
hasn't seen a ton of NHL ice time. In 13 big-league games this season, 
he has an expected on-ice goal share just under 50 per cent, which is 
actually one of the better marks in this disaster of a season. He has nine 
points in 25 AHL games and, when the dust settles on whatever GM 
Chuck Fletcher decides to do next with this team, York could come out of 
it with a promotion. Then we'll really get an idea if he'll hit on his potential 
as a 14th-overall pick, or end up less than that. 

31. Arizona Coyotes: Matias Maccelli 

A fourth-round pick in 2019, Maccelli put up two strong years in Finland 
as one of Tampere's top scorers and is now leading the AHL's Tucson 
Roadrunners -- and all league rookies -- with 48 points in 38 games. 
Trending very much in the direction of the NHL and to being a great find 
for the Yotes. 

32. Montreal Canadiens: Kaiden Guhle 

One of the big trades made by the WHL's Edmonton Oil Kings to go for a 
Memorial Cup was for Ghule, a force of a defenceman at the junior level. 
He doesn't have high-end offensive upside, but skates well with a 
physical tone that will translate well. The Canadiens could see him in 
their lineup as early as next season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks trying to block out 'white noise' of trade rumours 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 16, 2022, 8:12 PM 
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VANCOUVER – Jack Eichel making his debut Wednesday for the Vegas 
Golden Knights means another team got better higher up the Pacific 
Division from the Vancouver Canucks. 

On Monday, the Calgary Flames acquired top-six winger Tyler Toffoli 
from the Montreal Canadiens, a little more than two weeks after the 
Edmonton Oilers signed Evander Kane. 

More than two months since Jim Rutherford became the Canucks’ 
president, his team still hasn’t made a move. But they lead the NHL in 
trade rumours. 

When Rutherford and new general manager Patrik Allvin eventually start 
to renovate the lineup they’ve inherited, they are far more likely to be 
“sellers” than “buyers” ahead of the March 21 deadline. 

“I don’t think there’s a rush for us to do anything here,” Allvin said 
Wednesday in an interview with Sportsnet 650 radio in Vancouver. 
“We’re still five weeks away from the trade deadline and I want to take 
the opportunity to watch this team closely, get to know the players 
better.” 

Allvin was hired by Rutherford on Jan. 26. He has watched the Canucks 
in person for five games. 

The Canucks could make an actual hockey trade before March 21, like 
with their reported interest in New Jersey Devils forward Pavel Zacha. 
But the Canucks’ roster is not expected to get stronger in the short term. 
It’s more likely the organization will accept a slight step back now in order 
to move ahead next season and two years from now as Rutherford seeks 
to create enough salary-cap flexibility to undertake personnel changes. 

It is within this context that the team, coming off yet another schedule 
break – this time four days – resumes its unlikely playoff chase with a 
road game Thursday against the San Jose Sharks. Then it’s back to 
Vancouver for three more home games, starting Saturday against the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

As they flew to Northern California after practising Wednesday at Rogers 
Arena, the Canucks were five points adrift of both third place in the 
Pacific Division (the Edmonton Oilers) and the final Western Conference 
wild-card playoff spot (the Ducks and Los Angeles Kings). 

Most teams ahead of the Canucks have played fewer games. 

Trade rumours will follow them wherever they are for the next five weeks 
– and beyond. Conjecture about the future of top forward J.T. Miller, for 
instance, isn’t ending even if Rutherford and Allvin make the prudent 
decision to keep the 2023-eligible unrestricted free agent through this 
trade deadline. 

Veteran defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, who lived through an entire 
season of trade reports with the Arizona Coyotes before he was dealt to 
the Canucks last summer, said the rumours can be disruptive. 

“Yeah, I would say so,” he told reporters on Zoom. “I mean, obviously, it's 
hard when you're trying to focus on your game and focus on playing good 
for your teammates and the team you're on right now. But there's not a 
lot you can do. All you can do is focus on your game and try to play your 
best hockey. That's really what it comes down to because you can't really 
do much about rumors or trades or whatever.” 

Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau had a different view. 

“It's all white noise,” he said. “Nobody talks about it. I mean, they 
obviously read the social media and everything else and those guys see 
what reporters concoct up. Right now, nobody's mentioned anything. No 
one's ever come up to me and said: 'Hey, listen, am I going somewhere, 
am I getting traded?’ And in all the teams (I’ve coached), whether it be 
Washington, Anaheim, Minnesota, here, none of those (players) have 
ever said that.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Canucks will be as near to full strength as they’ve been this season 
with the expected return in San Jose of star defenceman Quinn Hughes 
and speedy checker Matthew Highmore – both back from COVID 
protocol. Vancouver’s 3-2 win Saturday against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
was top-four defenceman Travis Hamonic’s first game since suffering a 
leg injury on Dec. 8. 

Among lineup regulars, only third-pairing defenceman Tucker Poolman, 
out with serious complications from migraines, will be unavailable to 
Boudreau. Centre Brandon Sutter has missed the entire season with 
long-haul COVID symptoms. 

Trapped in the U.S. by the Canadian government’s unaltered guideline 
on border crossing for people who have tested positive for COVID, 
Hughes has been skating at home in Michigan under the guidance of his 
player-development-coach dad, Jim. Highmore practised Wednesday 
with the Canucks and is expected to be reunited with Tyler Motte and 
centre Juho Lammikko on a shutdown down. 

“It absolutely makes a difference,” Boudreau said of Highmore’s return 
after a three-game absence. “If you look at our lineup, being honest, 
we're not the fastest team in the league. And he's one of the fastest 
skaters that I've had in a long time. And he's got a motor that doesn't quit. 
So he just keeps going and going and going. Tyler Motte can skate, and 
Lammo can skate, and when you put them together, they're just 
frustrating to play against.” 

HOW SWEDE IT ISN’T 

Boudreau, who gave up a pre-Olympic Team Canada coaching position 
to take over the Canucks on Dec. 6, was disappointed with Canada’s 2-0 
morning loss to Sweden in Beijing. Not so much the Canucks’ three 
Swedish players, Elias Pettersson, Nils Hoglander and Ekman-Larsson. 

“I asked Petey as soon as I got in: 'How dare you beat Canada?’” 
Boudreau said. “And he said, 'Ah, that was no problem.' They all 
practised good today. But you know what? When you're surrounded by 
17 other Canadians, you're not going to be talking too much smack when 
there's only three of you. I got up and turned it on and was not happy with 
the score.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs face test against ‘underrated’ Penguins 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Penguins held optional skates at Scotiabank Arena 
on Thursday.  

The Penguins have outscored the Leafs 9-1 in a pair of wins over 
Toronto this season.  

"They're an elite team," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "They've been an 
elite team for a long time. They don't give you any easy nights. There's 
no shortage of reasons for us to be at our best."  

"They have a high standard of how they play," said veteran forward 
Jason Spezza. "It's a great test for us, especially coming off a west trip. 
They get your attention real quick. It's probably the right team to play in a 
situation like this."  
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Toronto's players and staff haven't enjoyed a day off since the All-Star 
break and returned from a gruelling swing through Calgary, Vancouver 
and Seattle earlier this week.  

"It is not an easy trip," Keefe admitted. "We made what I believe to be the 
wise decision to stay the night in Seattle and then fly home [on Tuesday], 
but that's a long day in itself. When we landed here it's six o'clock in the 
evening, so you lose that day a bit and then you're right back at the rink. 
We had to keep practice short yesterday." 

The fatigue factor only accentuates the challenge against the Penguins, 
who lead the Metropolitan Division and are 4-0-1 in February. Pittsburgh 
handed the Leafs their most lopsided loss of the season back in October.   

"Hopefully we learned our lesson from the 7-1 game," Spezza said. "If 
you open it up against them, they'll make you play." 

"I think they're underrated," said forward Pierre Engvall. "Even their depth 
guys are really hardworking. We have to stay on top of their good guys 
and work really hard. We can't give them nothing. We have to be ready 
for the beginning." 

The Leafs fell behind early and lost 2-0 in their last meeting against the 
Penguins back in November. It's the only time Toronto has been shut out 
this season.  

"We have so much respect for how skilled they are," said Penguins 
coach Mike Sullivan. "Their transition game is one of the more dangerous 
transition games in the league. Any time we play those types of teams 
we talk about managing the puck and forcing them to have to play a goal-
line-to-goal-line game. Our decisions that we make with the puck in the 
neutral zone will be critical to that. We're going to have to be hard on 
pucks and, when we are, we can control territory. It gives us an 
opportunity to play the game we're trying to play." 

Pittsburgh ranks ninth in goals per game (3.34) and is tied for third in 
goals against (2.54).  

"It's hard to score your way to championships," said Sullivan, who has 
guided the Penguins to two titles. "You've got to be able to keep the puck 
out of your net. You have to be hard to play against and different teams 
do it in different ways as far as defining what that means to their players. 
Our guys have a clear understanding of what it means as a Pittsburgh 
Penguin." 

Of course, it's captain Sidney Crosby, who sets the two-way tone.  

"He's the standard bearer for us," said Sullivan. "He's the guy that I think 
sets the bar. The way he plays the game, he personifies what it means to 
be a Pittsburgh Penguin." 

Crosby arrives in Toronto riding a seven-game point streak. He has been 
on the scoresheet in 14 of his last 16 games.  

"To be at 34 and play at the level he's playing at is exceptional," said 
Spezza, who roomed with Crosby at the 2015 World Championship. 
"When you get around him you realize none of it is by mistake. It's all 
through hard work and dedication. He studies the game. He knows the 
game. He watches the game. He's incredible ... He's the poster boy for 
just work ethic and dedication." 

'Definitely the best player I've played': Leafs respect Crosby's 
consistency 

Ahead of Thursday night's matchup against the Penguins and Sidney 
Crosby, who is coming off career goal No. 500, John Tavares calls 
Crosby the best player he's ever played against, while Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner discuss how much of a challenge No. 87 has been to 
contain on the ice throughout his career. 

The Leafs power play is tops in the NHL this season with a 31.5 per cent 
conversion rate. Since Oct. 30, the Leafs haven't gone more than two 
games without a power-play goal.   

"When we've gone through little lulls, we've been able to bounce back 
really well and not let a couple bad games or a couple bad power plays 

shake our confidence," said Auston Matthews, who leads the way with 12 
man-advantage markers.  

Toronto's power play struggled down the stretch last season finishing 
16th overall (20 per cent). After going with two balanced groups most of 
last year, the Leafs have loaded up Matthews, Mitch Marner, John 
Tavares, William Nylander and Morgan Rielly on the top unit this year 
under the guidance of new assistant coach Spencer Carbery.  

"It's just chemistry," said Spezza. "You start reading off each other. When 
Will goes into the hole, Mitch comes out and it becomes a little more fluid 
and they learn their reads off each other. I think that's been a big thing. 
And then when you have shooters like we have on that unit, they're going 
to put pucks in the net." 

It helps that the second unit, with Spezza running things on the half-wall, 
is chipping in. They have cashed in two straight games thanks to the 
veteran's patented fake shot, slap pass.  

"It's more of a read play," said Spezza. "It just happens to be two games 
in a row that it's worked, but it depends on how the kill kills, really. We get 
great information from Spence in the morning about the other team's 
penalty kill and it's my job to adjust." 

Spezza has played nearly two decades in the NHL, but the opposition 
still hasn't figured out how to defend this move.  

"They may know that it's coming, but they've also seen him, a number of 
times, rip that over the goalie's shoulder," said Keefe. "He's a guy who 
has a tendency to use a fake whether it's a pass or to change his own 
angle on his shot and you don't know when he's going to use it." 

Nine of Spezza’s 17 points this season have come on the power play. 

"He's always fine-tuning and tweaking and working on things and finds 
different ways to make it, somehow, look a little bit different," said 
Tavares. "That's always been such a spectacular part of his game: 
getting goalies to bite and being so deceptive with that long reach. His 
body is in one spot and the puck is extended out, so it's a lot of range 
that he's covering." 

Spezza shares the secret to his slap-pass success 

After finding success with the slap-pass countless times throughout his 
career, Leafs forward Jason Spezza explains how his read of the penalty 
kill leads to his success with it. Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe 
says his opponents may know the slap-pass is coming but they need to 
respect his shot at the same time. 

Toronto's power play has failed to strike in seven opportunities against 
the Penguins this season, including an extended five-on-three chance in 
November.  

The Penguins have the second best penalty kill in the NHL this season 
(87.7 per cent). What do they do well?  

"Pressure up ice making it hard to get organized," Keefe noted. "They 
disrupt you. Your breakouts and entries become more challenging. And 
then they just do a good job. They're in lanes. They block shots. 
Goaltending is good for them. They defend hard. Good on loose pucks. 
So, all the things you come to expect on any top penalty kill. It will 
certainly be a challenge for us tonight." 

Spezza is preaching patience.  

"With some of the good penalty kills, it can be frustrating because it's 
icing, icing, bad break out, icing, but the next thing you know you get a 
Grade A and you capitalize," Spezza said. "So, you have to have 
patience when you play the good penalty kills. You don't want to deviate 
too much from the plan."   

Spezza is often fastidious when it comes to his sticks and getting them 
ready for games. So, it was notable to see him toss a twig to a fan in 
Vancouver during warm-ups on Saturday.  
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Turns out, there's a story there. Spezza first met the fan after a practice 
at the University of British Columbia in December.  

"Actually, it's a funny story," Spezza said. "When I was suspended, he 
stayed and watched me for like an hour after practice at UBC. He asked 
me for a stick, but because I was suspended, I didn't bring very many. 
We were scheduled to go back the next day to UBC to practice so I said, 
'If you come back tomorrow, I'll give you a stick after practice.'" 

That practice and Toronto's next scheduled game against the Canucks 
never ended up happening due to a COVID outbreak.  

The Leafs finally returned to Doug Mitchell Thunderbird Sports Centre for 
a practice on Friday.  

"When we walked into the building at UBC I actually remembered, 'Oh, 
man, I forgot to give that kid a stick,'" Spezza said. "And then he showed 
up at the game. When I saw him and recognized him, it was a no brainer 
to get him a stick. So, there is a little bit of a back story." 

Leafs fan earned a Spezz-ial delivery in Vancouver 

In Vancouver last Saturday, Maple Leafs forward Jason Spezza gave a 
lucky fan in the crowd a stick during warmups and explained the 
backstory behind the gesture that dates back to their last visit to UBC 
Arena in Vancouver. 

Keefe is planning a new look on defence tonight.  

"I would expect things to mix around a fair bit," he said without tipping his 
hand.  

The Leafs sent Timothy Liljegren to the Marlies on Wednesday in a cap-
related move. Toronto needed to create space for Adam Brooks, who 
they claimed off waivers.  

"You take Liljegren out tonight and that changes the dynamics a little bit," 
Keefe said. "It's more of a reflection of where we're at and wanting to try 
some different things." 

Liljegren recorded the first multi-point game of his career on Monday in 
Seattle and finished the night on the second pair alongside Jake Muzzin.  

Travis Dermott, who sat as a healthy scratch in the last two games, will 
draw in.  

"You expect a guy to go in and be energized," said Keefe. "It's not an 
easy road trip we were just on and he's still part of the travel, but not 
playing the games so we expect he can bring some extra energy."   

Leafs Ice Chips: Keefe plans to mix things up on D 

After Timothy Liljegren was moved down to make room for new arrival 
Adam Brooks, Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe was forced to mix 
around his options on the blue line for tonight's match against the 
Penguins. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

Tristan Jarry will start for the Penguins, Sullivan confirmed. 
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