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Canes fight through big hits, tense finish to put a stop to the Predators, halt skid 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes expected physical challenges in 
their two home games this week, first against Florida and 
then Friday against Nashville. 

The Canes got it. And responded. And toughed it out Friday 
for a win. 

After absorbing an overtime loss Wednesday against the 
Panthers, the Canes rebounded with a 5-3 victory over the 
Predators before an overflow crowd of 18,911 at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov had two power-play goals and an assist 
while defensemen Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin each 
supplied a goal and assist. Slavin’s goal came with one 
second left in the second period, not long after the Predators’ 
had made it a 2-1 game on a shot from the slot from Luke 
Kunin. 

vechnikov scored his 21st and 22nd, the second an empty-
netter with 42 seconds remaining in regulation. Canes center 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored his 10th of the season in the 
second period for the Canes (33-11-4), who maintained their 
lead in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I think everybody played really hard,” Skjei said. “The 
energy was definitely there and we brought that emotion.. It 
got a little sketchy there at the end, but to close it out was 
really good.” 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen picked his 26th win of the 
season but only after the Predators scored a pair of third-
period goals — by Filip Forsberg and Tanner Jeannot — to 
pull within 4-3 after Preds goalie Juuse Saros was pulled 
with 5:47 left in regulation for an extra attacker. 

The Panthers had tied the score in the final minute with an 
extra attacker, then won in OT on Wednesday. 

But on Friday the Preds’ Roman Josi was called for slashing 
with 1:15 left in regulation and Svechnikov sealed it for the 
Canes, who had lost four of five since the NHL All-Star 
break. 

“It was a pretty solid game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Both teams played hard, especially early. I thought we 
obviously capitalized on a couple of chances. I know they got 

a couple there at the end, but overall both teams played hard 
and Freddie made some big saves in there.” 

Much like the Florida game, when there were a lot of 
punishing hits, it was another bruising battle. The Canes and 
Preds faced off eight times last season when they were both 
in the Central Division, then began the 2021 Stanley Cup 
playoffs with a rugged six-game series the Canes won. 

They’re now back in different conferences and divisions, but 
the Canes and Preds went at it again as Carolina won both 
games this season. Nashville (28-18-4) dropped its fourth 
straight game. 

“It was kind of like a playoff atmosphere a little bit, obviously 
playing those guys a bunch last year and then in the playoffs, 
too,” Skjei said. 

The Canes lost center Vincent Trocheck to an upper-body 
injury suffered in the first period, then had winger Martin 
Necas limp off in the second. Necas, who had assisted on 
Skjei’s goal in the first, returned and set up Kotkaniemi with a 
nice pass for a second assist. 

Brind’Amour said he was not sure about the extent of 
Trocheck’s injury. 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho, who also had two assists, was 
involved in a melee behind the Nashville net in the first 
period, tangling with Forsberg. Aho wound up at the bottom 
of the pile but was assessed minors for high-sticking and 
roughing while Forsberg was penalized for roughing. 

Brind’Amour protested those calls but didn’t have any 
complaints about the way his team played. 

“Whatever kind of game it goes, I think we can play it, which 
is good,” Brind’Amour said after Friday’s morning skate. “We 
certainly don’t back down from it.” 

Skjei’s goal was his seventh of the season and a beauty. He 
carried the puck into the slot and calmly zipped a 
backhander past Saros. 

Skjei said Slavin’s goal was “enormous.” Svechnikov got the 
puck to Aho, who found Slavin open to Saros’ right.
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Hurricanes snap out of slump with win over Nashville 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice to take the team lead in 
goals 

By Shawn Krest 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes snapped out of their 
post All-Star Break funk with a 5-3 win over the visiting 
Nashville Predators on Friday night. 

The Canes came into the game having lost four of their last 
five, including a frustrating loss to Florida on Wednesday in 
which Carolina managed just two shots in the third period 
and overtime. 

It appeared the sluggish offense was going to stick around 
for one more day as the Hurricanes struggled with 
Nashville’s aggressive, physical play in the early going. 
Carolina didn’t get a shot on goal until nine minutes into the 
game. 

Once the Canes rediscovered their path to the goal, 
however, it didn’t take long to cash in. At the 10:24 mark of 
the first period, Carolina scored off of a faceoff when Brady 
Skjei skated untouched in front of the Nashville goal and 
flipped a backhand past Juuse Saros. 

“It was just a play we have,” Skjei said. “I made a read, found 
some open ice, and I think the backhand was the correct 
play, and then I put it in.” 

Skjei has seven goals since the start of the new year, leading 
all NHL defensemen over that span. 

The chippiness on both sides finally erupted late in the first 
period, as Filip Forsberg and Sebastian Aho went at it behind 
the Nashville goal. Aho was shoved from behind by Matt 
Benning, but Aho instead went after Forsberg, hitting him in 
the upper chest with his stick and picking up a high-sticking 
and roughing penalty. 

The Canes turned up the heat in the second period, 
outshooting Nashville 11-5 and scoring twice to take a 3-1 
lead. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored just over five minutes into the 
period, and, after Nashville got on the board in the final 
minute, Jaccob Slavin got it back with one second remaining. 

“That was huge,” Skjei said of Slavin’s score. “That was 
enormous. Any time you score late like that, to go up two, it’s 
really big.” 

The Canes added a power play goal by Andrei Svechnikov in 
the third period. It was just the second time in the last nine 
games that Carolina has scored four goals. 

Nashville tightened things up with a pair of late goals, the last 
one coming with a man advantage after pulling the goalie, 
but Svechnikov added an empty netter on the power play for 
his second of the game and 22nd of the season, moving him 
into the team lead. It was also just the second time in 11 
games that Carolina has netted five goals. 

Svechnikov now has 21 points in the last 14 games with 10 
goals and 11 assists and is playing some of the best hockey 
of his career. 

“I think he’s had stretches where he’s played this well,” said 
coach Rod Brind’Amour, “but the puck wasn’t going in. He’s 
getting the same number of opportunities, but the puck 
seems to be going in more.” 

The win gave Carolina 70 points, tying the Hurricanes with 
Pittsburgh for the Metropolitan lead. 

Nashville lost its fourth straight and fifth in the last six. 

The physical game took a toll on the Hurricanes. Vincent 
Trocheck, who picked up his 20th assist on Skjei’s goal, left 
the game after the first period with an upper body injury. 

“We’re waiting to see if he’s going to be out for a little while 
or not,” said Brind’Amour. 

Martin Necas, who also assisted on the first goal, went down 
early in the second period and appeared to be in a great deal 
of pain after taking a puck off the knee. 

“It was on my kneecap,” he said. “But I was right back.” 

Necas returned to the bench within a minute and assisted on 
Carolina’s second goal as well, giving him 18 on the season.
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Recap: Canes Hold Off Nashville, 5-3 

Predators strike twice with the extra attacker on late, but 
Carolina hang on 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Not without scare, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes landed themselves back in the win column 
Friday, taking a 5-3 victory over the Nashville Predators.  

The Rundown 

For the second consecutive game the Canes opponent came 
out of the gate playing a physical brand of hockey, controlling 
the first few minutes of play. However, yet again, Frederik 
Andersen was calm, cool and collected, allowing his team to 
withstand the opening push. 

As the home side worked to find their game over the next 
few minutes, they would earn the game's first goal 10:24 into 
the first frame courtesy of Brady Skjei. Following a won 
offensive zone faceoff by Vincent Trocheck, Skjei took 
advantage of the available avenue to the net, burying a 
backhand for his sixth goal since January 1.  

Skjei's tally allowed his club to hit a new gear, continuing 
momentum as the play moved into the second period. Then, 
5:14 into the middle frame, Jesperi Kotkaniemi doubled 
Carolina's lead by putting home his own rebound for his 
tenth goal of the season. 

Although their lead was only 2-0 at the time, it felt as if the 
home side had complete control of the contest then. 
Nashville was able to get on the board with 1:22 left in the 
second, but, before they could take that momentum into the 
third, Jaccob Slavin had an answer with exactly one second 
to go in the frame to retake the two-goal advantage. 

Taking a 3-1 lead into the final frame, a power play marker 
from Andrei Svechnikov extended that gap to three for the 
first time all night. Featuring a brilliant setup from Teuvo 
Teravainen, it was the 21st of the year for the 21-year-old. 

It felt as if that tally was enough insurance for the Canes, 
however, for a second consecutive game they found 
themselves in a dicey situation with the opposition's extra 
attacker on. Nashville Head Coach John Hynes elected to 
pull Juuse Saros early, getting him to the bench down three 
with 5:47 to play. 

The move turned out to be a successful one, as Filip 
Forsberg struck just seconds later to make it a 4-2 game. 

After taking possession following the ensuing faceoff, Saros 
went to the bench again and his group was able to get the 
same result. Rookie Tanner Jeannot tipped home a Roman 
Josi effort to make it a one-goal contest. 

Fortunately for the Canes, on Nashville's fourth attempt with 
the extra attacker, Svechnikov was able to hit the empty net 
to close out a 5-3 victory. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour giving his assessment on the game as a 
whole: 

"I thought it was a pretty solid game. It was a close game. 
Both teams played hard, especially early. We capitalized on 
a few chances and the power play goal that got us ahead 
was big. I know they got a couple there at the end, but I 
thought overall both teams played hard and Freddie made 
some big saves there at a crucial time." 

Brind'Amour offering thoughts on Brady Skjei, who leads all 
NHL defensemen with six goals in 2022: 

"He's been really solid all year. His goals are coming 
because he skates so well. He has the ability to get up in the 
rush and as you saw tonight, it's not up in the rush, but it's 
his skating that got him that goal. He cut down the wall, 
made a nice move and put it home. He's been good all year 
and it's good for him. It's not surprising." 

Brady Skjei on his goal scoring: 

"Obviously I'd like to keep that going. I've found some pretty 
good spots to put the puck in the back of the net and I've 
been lucky to capitalize on a few. Hopefully I can just keep it 
going." 

Andrei Svechnikov on the importance of the team bouncing 
back with that type of win after the way the Florida game 
went Wednesday: 

"It was very important. It's been a tough few games for us 
and we want to win every game we can before playoffs. We 
have to get that mentality in those games and it's what we 
have to do right now 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Saturday morning 
before flying to Pittsburgh for a Sunday afternoon meeting 
with the Penguins. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Trocheck left the game after one period of play due 
to an upper-body injury. Brind'Amour said post-
game that they'll know more in the morning about 
the severity of it. 

 Kotkaniemi, who was the center that was double-
shifted by Brind'Amour following Trocheck's 
departure, led all team forwards in ice time (17:46). 
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 Frederik Andersen stopped 28 of 31 for his 26th win 
of the year. 

 Sebastian Aho had his 17th multi-point game of the 
season tonight with two assists. 

 The team moves to 33-11-4 on the season.

 

 

Hurricanes hang on, extend Predators losing streak to four 

Svechnikov has two goals, assist for Carolina, which had lost 
four of five 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov had two goals and an 
assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes held off the Nashville 
Predators 5-3 at PNC Arena on Friday. 

Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin each had a goal and an 
assist, and Frederik Andersen made 28 saves for the 
Hurricanes (33-11-4), who had lost four of their previous five. 
Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho each had two assists. 

"It was a close game," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"Both teams played really hard, especially early. 'Freddie' 
made some real big saves in there at crucial times." 

Roman Josi had three assists, and Saros made 25 saves for 
the Predators (28-18-4), who have lost four in a row. 

"There's times and places to be able to make plays," 
Nashville coach John Hynes said, "but when you don't have 
speed and you don't have support and you don't have 
numbers on the puck, and you're getting checked the way 
that we were getting checked, we weren't able to get to the 
game that we wanted to regularly. So those are some areas 
we'll address." 

Skjei gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 10:24 of the first 
period when he took a touch pass from Necas near the left 
wall following a face-off, drove to the net and scored on a 
backhand off the right post. 

"I just made a read and found some open ice," Skjei said. "I 
took it to the backhand, which I think was the right play, and 
then put it in." 

Skjei has scored seven goals in 48 games this season, one 
short of his NHL career high. He scored eight in 2018-19 (78 
games) and 2019-20 (67 games). 

"Because he can skate so well, he has the ability to get up in 
the rush," Brind'Amour said of the defenseman. "It's skating 
that got him that goal. He got down the wall and made a nice 
little move. He's been good all year. It's nice for us to see 
him score but it's not surprising." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi made it 2-0 at 5:14 of the second period 
when he scored in the slot on the rebound of his own shot. 

Luke Kunin cut it to 2-1 with 1:22 left. He took a pass from 
Ryan Johansen in transition and scored on a snap shot from 
the high slot. 

Slavin pushed the lead to 3-1 with one second left. He 
scored from the left face-off circle off a pass across the slot 
from Svechnikov. 

"In the second period, we didn't play the game that gives you 
the best chance to win regularly," Hynes said. "We were 
trying to make plays when plays weren't there. They had a 
lot of juice and they wound up scoring late in that period, but 
they also had lots of other opportunities." 

Svechnikov made it 4-1 on the power play at 6:43 of the third 
when he took a pass from Teuvo Teravainen and scored 
from the right circle. Svechnikov has scored nine points (six 
goals, three assists) in his past five games. 

"It's awesome when you're doing those things," Svechnikov 
said. "I try to focus on the hard work. That's what it's all 
about. And if I'm going to be rewarded, I will be happy." 

Nashville pulled Saros with 5:47 remaining and cut it to 4-2 
24 seconds later when Filip Forsberg scored from the left 
circle. The Predators scored again with the extra attacker to 
make it 4-3 with 2:11 left when Tanner Jeannot deflected 
Josi's point shot. 

"We were down three there and if we can get one, we can 
get right back into it," Forsberg said. "We were able to do 
that. I thought we did a good job [getting] guys to the net. … 
That's something we can take with us." 

Svechnikov scored a power-play goal into an empty net with 
42 seconds left for the 5-3 final. 

NOTES: Nashville defenseman Mark Borowiecki sustained 
an undisclosed injury in the first period. Hynes did not have 
an update. ... Josi has eight assists during a five-game point 
streak … Saros is 1-7-1 against Carolina. … The Predators 
matched their longest stretch without a win this season. They 
were 0-3-1 from Jan. 13-18. ... Johansen's assist gave him 
500 NHL points (164 goals, 336 assists) in 755 games. … 
Carolina forward Vincent Trocheck (upper body) did not play 
after the first period. Brind'Amour said he does not believe 
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the injury is serious. … Andersen tied Andrei Vasilevskiy of 
the Tampa Bay Lightning for the NHL wins lead with 26. 
Andersen is 11-2-0 against Nashville. … With 371 points 
(166 goals, 205 assists), Aho passed Geoff Sanderson (369) 

for sole possession of ninth place on the Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers points list. Aho has 17 multipoint games this 
season.

 

 

Svechnikov scores twice as Hurricanes beat Predators 5-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov’s strong play 
across the past month has been rewarded with rising 
numbers for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Svechnikov had two goals and an assist as the Hurricanes 
beat the Nashville Predators 5-3 on Friday night. 

The 21-year-old right wing has eight goals and three assists 
in the last eight games. 

“He’s getting the results,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I think he has had stretches where he has played this 
well, the puck wasn’t going in. Where he’s getting these 
same amount of opportunities, now the puck seems to be 
going in a little more for him.” 

Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin each had a goal and an 
assist, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who improved to 2-2-2 since the All-Star break. 
Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho added two assists apiece. 
Frederik Andersen made 28 saves. 

Luke Kunin, Filip Forsberg and Tanner Jeannot scored for 
the Predators, who are 0-4-0 since the break. Roman Josi 
had three assists and Juuse Saros stopped 25 shots. 

With both his goals coming on power plays in the third 
period, Svechnikov took the team lead with 22 goals. 

“It’s awesome when you’re doing those things,” Svechnikov 
said. “I try to focus on the hard work.” 

Two of Svechnikov’s three three-point games this season 
have come in a nine-day period. He has 21 points in the last 
14 games. 

“We all know what he’s capable of,” Necas said. “He’s a 
great player and he’s showing that.” 

Still, a three-goal lead nearly wasn’t safe for the Hurricanes. 

Forsberg’s goal came with 5:23 remaining, just 24 seconds 
after the Predators pulled Saros for an extra skater. That cut 
Nashville’s deficit to 4-2. 

It worked again on Jeannot’s goal with 2:11 remaining before 
Svechnikov’s empty-net tally with 41.5 seconds left. 

“We made it into a game,” Forsberg said. “We have 
something we can take with us.” 

Nashville’s previous two losses came by three-goal margins 
and this one appeared heading that way. 

“I think there’s great things we have done in every game, but 
at the end of the day there are things we have to do to win 
the game,” Forsberg said. 

Skjei scored the game’s first goal at 10:24 of the first period 
after it took the Hurricanes about nine minutes before putting 
a shot on goal. 

Kotkaniemi collected a rebound of his own shot and scored 
to make it 2-0 at 5:14 of the second for his first goal in a 
month. 

Kunin’s first goal in six games came with 1:22 remaining in 
the middle period. However, Slavin restored Carolina’s two-
goal edge with 1 second to play in the period. 

Svechnikov’s power-play goal at 6:43 of the third pushed the 
Hurricanes’ lead to 4-1. 

MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN 

Predators coach John Hynes said a change in flow was 
needed so that’s why he went with a sixth skater so early. 

“Getting three goals where that was in the third period, that’s 
hard to do 5-on-5, particularly the way the game was going” 
Hynes said. “We thought that was an opportune time for us 
to try to at least gain some momentum.” 

Suddenly, it was a one-goal game – not something the 
Hurricanes enjoyed. 

“That’s one of our strengths in the past, we’ve been good at 
6-on-5 and good at closing out games,” Skjei said. 

The Hurricanes also gave up a goal to the Florida Panthers, 
who went with an extra attacker Wednesday night, in the 
final minute of regulation in what became an overtime loss. 
The timing of the Predators’ move to pull Saros didn’t 
surprise Brind’Amour. 

“You see it more and more now,” he said of the strategy. 
“Teams are pulling way earlier.” 

RINK NOTES 

Nashville center Ryan Johansen’s assist on Kunin’s goal 
gave him 500 career points. … Hurricanes center Vincent 
Trocheck left with an upper-body injury after the first period 
and didn’t return. … Predators defenseman Mark Borowiecki 
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didn’t play after logging four shifts in the first period. … This 
was Carolina’s second and final home make-up game from 
December postponements. 

UP NEXT 

Predators: At Florida on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: At Pittsburgh on Sunday afternoon.

 

 

Svechnikov Scores Twice as Hurricanes Survive Late Scare, Beat Predators 5-3 

Five skaters had multi-point games as the Hurricanes 
managed to survive a late scare from the Predators. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes entered their Friday-night date with 
the Nashville Predators in the midst of their worst stretch of 
hockey this season. 

After the disaster that was Wednesday night’s loss to the 
Florida Panthers, the Hurricanes desperately needed to get 
back in the win column against the Predators. They went 
through another scare, but this time, they managed to close 
things out en route to a 5-3 win ahead of their trip to 
Pennsylvania. 

The opening minutes of the game looked like a continuation 
of how the Hurricanes played at the end of their 
disappointing loss to the Panthers. They didn’t register a shot 
on net until the 11-minute mark of the first period, after 
squandering an earlier chance in the high slot with too many 
passes and getting hemmed into their own end thanks to 
Nashville’s heavy physical forechecking. 

The team started showing some life by the mid-way point of 
the opening frame, responding to Nashville’s physicality and 
eventually scoring the game’s first goal as a result of a pretty 
egregious defensive breakdown. 

Brady Skjei was given all the time and space in the world, 
and he made the Predators pay for it when he glided in off an 
offensive zone faceoff and roofed a backhand shot by the 
glove of Juuse Saros. 

Tempers boiled over shortly after the first goal when a late hit 
from Filip Forsberg on Andrei Svechnikov garnered a high 
cross-check response from Sebastian Aho. Forsberg threw 
some punches, but the Canes ended up on a short-lived 
penalty kill thanks to a roughing penalty from Ryan Johansen 
on Vincent Trocheck. 

The second half of the period was terribly disjointed, ending 
with another penalty on Carolina. Frederik Andersen made a 
huge stop on Eeli Tolvanen from the slot in the final minute, 
preserving the Hurricanes’ 1-0 lead through 20 minutes. 

The Hurricanes played the rest of Friday’s game without 
second-line center Trocheck due to an upper-body injury. 

The game started to flow a bit more in the second period, 
with both teams generating back and forth chances at 5-on-
5. 

With Trocheck out, Kotkaniemi bumped up the lineup and put 
the Hurricanes ahead by two goals with a wicked wrister 
from the slot at 5:14. Martin Necas came through with a slick 
set-up pass for his second assist of the night. 

It was a well-paced period of hockey from there as both 
teams left the over-the-top physicality behind and stayed out 
of the penalty box until the final few minutes of the period 
when Johansen caught his second whistle and put the 
Canes on the power play. 

Carolina didn’t do much, and shortly after the expiration of 
the power play, a bad line change gifted Nashville’s Luke 
Kunin with a high-quality chance from the high slot and he 
beat Andersen to cut the Hurricanes lead in half. 

In danger of going into the intermission on that sour note, the 
Hurricanes rebounded and managed to deliver a dagger of a 
late-period goal. 

In the final ten seconds, Svechnikov pushed the puck up ice 
and deep into the Nashville zone. That first line worked to 
recover the puck, and Jaccob Slavin smartly jumped into the 
zone to fire a shot over the shoulder of Saros with one 
second on the clock to give the Hurricanes breathing room 
again. 

A huge early diving save from Andersen on Philip Tomasino 
set the tone for the majority of the third period. 

6:18 into the period, the Hurricanes got a prime opportunity 
to put the game away, and that’s exactly what they did. 

Anthony DeAngelo’s point shot deflected out to Teuvo 
Teravainen, who dished a beautiful pass across the slot to 
Svechnikov for Carolina’s fourth goal of the night, effectively 
closing things out. 

Nashville pushed back late, forcing Andersen to make some 
outstanding saves, but they eventually broke through for two 
goals with their goalie pulled. Johansen fired home a great 
shot from a tough angle on his off-side to make it 4-2, and 
then a slick deflection from Tanner Jeannot made it 4-3. 

A late slashing penalty on Roman Josi put Nashville’s 
comeback hopes to bed with just over a minute to go, as 
Svechnikov put the puck into the empty net to make it 5-3 
and save the Canes from another disaster. 

After the collapse on Wednesday added to what had been a 
rough stretch of hockey, the Hurricanes desperately needed 
to collect two points, and they did just that thanks to timely 
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conversions offensively and an outstanding showing from 
Andersen. 

The Hurricanes got multi-point games from Svechnikov, 
Slavin, Aho, Necas, and Skjei in the win. Andersen stopped 
28 of 31 shots, including 14 of 16 in a hectic third period. 

Carolina will hit the road this weekend, taking on divisional 
opponents in the Pittsburgh Penguins and Philadelphia 
Flyers on Sunday and Monday.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Svechnikov, Skjei, and Necas on Hurricanes 5-3 Win Over 
Predators 

Svechnikov, Skjei, and Necas all put up multi-point games 
against the Predators. They and Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media after the game. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up a much-needed win 
against the Nashville Predators on Friday night in Raleigh. 

They had another late scare, but the totality of their game 
was there through long stretches of the game, especially in 
the second period. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Andrei Svechnikov, Brady Skjei, and 
Martin Necas spoke to the media after the win. Here’s what 
they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the win: It was a pretty solid game, a close game. Both 
teams played really hard, especially early. We capitalized on 
a couple of chances, and then that power-play goal was big 
to get us ahead. I know they got a couple there at the end. 
Overall, I thought teams played hard and [Andersen] made 
some big saves in there at crucial times. It was a good game. 

On Skjei: He’s been really solid all year. The goals, as I’ve 
said before, he can skate so well, he has the ability to get up 
in the rush. Tonight, it’s not up in the rush, but it’s the skating 
that got that goal. He got down the wall and made a nice 
move. He’s been good all year. It’s nice for him and us to see 
him score, but it’s not surprising. 

On if there’s an update on Trocheck: No, I don’t think so, but 
we’re still waiting to see if he’s going to be out for a little 
while or not. We’ll probably know more in the morning. 

On Kotkaniemi: He was really good. I basically just put him in 
that spot and doubled him up when we had to. He was really 
good. He had a tough matchup, and I thought he was solid. 

On Nashville pulling the goalie with so much time left: I 
mean, the game should be over, so you have nothing to lose. 
They got the one, and then the other one, we had it on our 
stick and gave it right to them. Then, boom. All of a sudden, 
you're back in the game. We see it more and more now. 
Teams are pulling them way earlier. You have nothing to 
lose. 

On Svechnikov’s goal-scoring and overall game: It’s funny. 
He’s getting the results. I think he’s had stretches where he’s 
played this well, but the puck wasn’t going in. He’s getting 
the same amount of opportunities, but now the puck seems 
to be going in for him. And overall, over the last year or year 
and a half, we’ve seen him really mature. That’s just him 
getting smarter and getting older. I know he’s not old, but 

once you’ve been around for a little while, you start to figure 
it out. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On the importance of bouncing back and getting a win 
tonight: It’s very important. It’s been a tough two games for 
us, so it’s important. We have to win every game, especially 
before the playoffs to get that mentality in the game and 
move that game into the playoffs. I know that’s pretty far 
away still, but that’s what we have to do right now. 

On his empty-net goal: Yeah, it was great. [Slavin] made a 
great play and I just turned my speed on, and that’s all I have 
to do. 

On Skjei’s goal: Yeah, we run that play every time at 
practice, so it’s nice to see that work when we’ve been 
practicing it a lot. It’s nice to see that score in the game. 

On his big offensive production as of late: It’s awesome. My 
hand feels good, and it’s awesome when you’re doing those 
things. I try to focus on the hard work, that’s about it, so if I’m 
going to be rewarded for it, I’m happy. 

Brady Skjei 

On his hot offensive streak: It was good to keep that going. 
I’ve been finding some pretty good spots to put the puck in 
the back of the net, and I’m lucky to capitalize on a few. 
Hopefully, it’ll keep going. 

On how his goal happened: It’s just a play that we have. I 
made a read and found some open ice. I took it to the 
backhand, which was, I think, the right play, and then I put it 
in. 

On how good it felt to get back in the win category: It was 
huge. We had a ton of energy tonight. I think everyone 
played hard. It felt like a playoff atmosphere, obviously, after 
playing those guys a lot last year and in the playoffs, too. 
The energy has definitely there. We brought that emotion. It 
got a little sketchy there, but to close it out felt really good. 
Now, we can move on and learn from that game. 

On the recent trend of sloppy late-game play: I think it’s a 
little bit of unlucky puck luck for us. The one was a messy 
play that got tipped over to the other side. The other one, I 
probably should’ve gotten out, off the faceoff, so I can some 
credit for that. That was probably my fault. It’s one of our 
strengths, I think. In the past, we’ve been good at 6-on-5 and 
closing out games, so I think it’s a little bit of unluckiness. 

On the importance of Slavin’s late second-period goal: That 
was huge. That was enormous. Whenever you can get a 
goal late, and go up two was really big. It was a great finish 
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by [Slavin] and a great play by [Svechnikov]. And I think 
[Aho] was the one who passed it to him. Those three, that 
was a big play for us, for sure. 

Martin Necas 

On his multi-point game: Scoring helps. Getting a couple of 
points, get going more. It helps for every player to get a 
couple of points and get going a little more. It was good. 

On the ramped-up physicality early in the game: It feels like, 
lately, a lot of games, especially in the first period, it’s more 
about hitting everything you see. It’s kind of like playoff 

hockey, so at least we can get ready for that. We had a good 
response. 

On how their strong second period: Just playing more of our 
game. We went straight from our d-zone, straight on 
forecheck, won some battles. That goal at the end of the 
period by [Slavin] was huge, giving us a two-goal lead going 
into the third. It was huge. A good team effort. 

On Svechnikov’s high level of play as of late: Yeah. We all 
know what he’s capable of. He’s a great player and he’s 
showing that he has everything he needs to be a star player 
in the league. It’s good for him and good for the team that we 
have Svech at his best.

 

 

 

Canes return to winning ways, hold off Nashville late  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to form with a 5-3 defeat of 
the Nashville Predators on Friday, Feb. 18. The Canes 
improved on their 3-2 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers 
two days prior by staving off a late Nashville comeback. 

Carolina (33-11-4) struggled to find its rhythm early, taking 
nine minutes to notch its first shot on goal. However, once 
defenseman Brady Skjei broke the ice with a nifty first-period 
goal, the Canes had the Predators (28-18-4) playing catch-
up for the rest of the night. 

“Both teams played really hard, especially early,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “To capitalize on a couple chances 
and that power play goal was big to get us ahead. I know 
[Nashville] got a couple [goals] there at the end, but I thought 
overall, both teams played hard.” 

Thanks to a buzzer-beating goal by defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin at the end of the second period, the Hurricanes 
entered the third with a 3-1 lead. But much like the Panthers 
did, the Predators put all kinds of pressure on the Canes to 
try and get back in it. 

“That goal at the end of the period by Slavo was huge,” said 
center Martin Nečas. “It gave us a two-goal lead [going] to 
the third, so that was huge.” 

Right wing Andrei Svechnikov netted a power play goal to 
extend the lead to 4-1, but Nashville started chipping away in 
the final ten minutes. The Preds pulled goalie Juuse Saros 

with as many as six minutes to go, and it played off. The 
Predators scored a pair of goals using an extra attacker to 
whittle the Canes’ lead to 4-3 with under three minutes to go. 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen stayed true to form, however, 
making several key saves in the dying minutes to keep his 
team in front. Svechnikov iced the game with an empty-
netter in the final minute to secure the win. 

“The energy was definitely there and brought that emotion to 
close it out,” Skjei said. “It got a little sketchy at the end 
there, but to close it out was really good. Definitely going to 
keep learning from this game.” 

The win was more of a team effort than anything else for 
Carolina, as five Hurricanes boasted multi-point nights. 
Svechnikov led the charge with three, but Skjei, Slavin, 
Nečas and center Sebastian Aho also notched two. On the 
other end of the ice, Andersen saved 23 of 26 shots on goals 
despite the pair of goals allowed with an extra Nashville 
skater on the ice. 

The Hurricanes will hit the road for a Metropolitan division 
matchup against the Pittsburgh Penguins at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 20. Carolina might be without center and 
Pittsburgh native Vincent Trocheck for the trip, as Trocheck 
left the game early in the second period with an upper-body 
injury and did not return. 

“We're still waiting to see if he’s going to be out for a little 
while,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll probably know more in the 
morning.”
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https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-carolina-hurricanes-4557d050026fc60f116d5e76a35d8e29 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/18/22941561/carolina-hurricanes-survive-late-scare-beat-nashville-predators-5-3-svechnikov-aho-andersen-

slavin 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/18/22941562/they-said-it-brindamour-svechnikov-skjei-and-necas-on-carolina-hurricanes-5-3-win-over-

predators-nhl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-return-to-winning-ways-hold-off-nashville-late/article_7e0356b2-9137-11ec-acc7-6fb7b39bb33a.html 
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Canes fight through big hits, tense finish to put a stop to the Predators, 
halt skid 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, UPDATED FEBRUARY 18, 2022 11:37 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes expected physical challenges in their two home 
games this week, first against Florida and then Friday against Nashville. 

The Canes got it. And responded. And toughed it out Friday for a win. 

After absorbing an overtime loss Wednesday against the Panthers, the 
Canes rebounded with a 5-3 victory over the Predators before an 
overflow crowd of 18,911 at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov had two power-play goals and an assist while 
defensemen Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin each supplied a goal and 
assist. Slavin’s goal came with one second left in the second period, not 
long after the Predators’ had made it a 2-1 game on a shot from the slot 
from Luke Kunin. 

Svechnikov scored his 21st and 22nd, the second an empty-netter with 
42 seconds remaining in regulation. Canes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
scored his 10th of the season in the second period for the Canes (33-11-
4), who maintained their lead in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I think everybody played really hard,” Skjei said. “The energy was 
definitely there and we brought that emotion.. It got a little sketchy there 
at the end, but to close it out was really good.” 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen picked his 26th win of the season but only 
after the Predators scored a pair of third-period goals — by Filip Forsberg 
and Tanner Jeannot — to pull within 4-3 after Preds goalie Juuse Saros 
was pulled with 5:47 left in regulation for an extra attacker. 

The Panthers had tied the score in the final minute with an extra attacker, 
then won in OT on Wednesday. 

But on Friday the Preds’ Roman Josi was called for slashing with 1:15 
left in regulation and Svechnikov sealed it for the Canes, who had lost 
four of five since the NHL All-Star break. 

“It was a pretty solid game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Both 
teams played hard, especially early. I thought we obviously capitalized on 
a couple of chances. I know they got a couple there at the end, but 
overall both teams played hard and Freddie made some big saves in 
there.” 

Much like the Florida game, when there were a lot of punishing hits, it 
was another bruising battle. The Canes and Preds faced off eight times 
last season when they were both in the Central Division, then began the 
2021 Stanley Cup playoffs with a rugged six-game series the Canes won. 

They’re now back in different conferences and divisions, but the Canes 
and Preds went at it again as Carolina won both games this season. 
Nashville (28-18-4) dropped its fourth straight game. 

“It was kind of like a playoff atmosphere a little bit, obviously playing 
those guys a bunch last year and then in the playoffs, too,” Skjei said. 

The Canes lost center Vincent Trocheck to an upper-body injury suffered 
in the first period, then had winger Martin Necas limp off in the second. 
Necas, who had assisted on Skjei’s goal in the first, returned and set up 
Kotkaniemi with a nice pass for a second assist. 

Brind’Amour said he was not sure about the extent of Trocheck’s injury. 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho, who also had two assists, was involved in a 
melee behind the Nashville net in the first period, tangling with Forsberg. 
Aho wound up at the bottom of the pile but was assessed minors for 
high-sticking and roughing while Forsberg was penalized for roughing. 

Brind’Amour protested those calls but didn’t have any complaints about 
the way his team played. 

“Whatever kind of game it goes, I think we can play it, which is good,” 
Brind’Amour said after Friday’s morning skate. “We certainly don’t back 
down from it.” 

Skjei’s goal was his seventh of the season and a beauty. He carried the 
puck into the slot and calmly zipped a backhander past Saros. 
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Skjei said Slavin’s goal was “enormous.” Svechnikov got the puck to Aho, 
who found Slavin open to Saros’ right. 
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Hurricanes snap out of slump with win over Nashville 

ANDREI SVECHNIKOV SCORED TWICE TO TAKE THE TEAM LEAD 
IN GOALS 

 

February 18, 2022 Shawn Krest Article, NHL, Sports 

 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes snapped out of their post All-Star 
Break funk with a 5-3 win over the visiting Nashville Predators on Friday 
night. 

The Canes came into the game having lost four of their last five, 
including a frustrating loss to Florida on Wednesday in which Carolina 
managed just two shots in the third period and overtime. 

It appeared the sluggish offense was going to stick around for one more 
day as the Hurricanes struggled with Nashville’s aggressive, physical 
play in the early going. Carolina didn’t get a shot on goal until nine 
minutes into the game. 

Once the Canes rediscovered their path to the goal, however, it didn’t 
take long to cash in. At the 10:24 mark of the first period, Carolina scored 
off of a faceoff when Brady Skjei skated untouched in front of the 
Nashville goal and flipped a backhand past Juuse Saros. 

“It was just a play we have,” Skjei said. “I made a read, found some open 
ice, and I think the backhand was the correct play, and then I put it in.” 

Skjei has seven goals since the start of the new year, leading all NHL 
defensemen over that span. 

The chippiness on both sides finally erupted late in the first period, as 
Filip Forsberg and Sebastian Aho went at it behind the Nashville goal. 
Aho was shoved from behind by Matt Benning, but Aho instead went 
after Forsberg, hitting him in the upper chest with his stick and picking up 
a high-sticking and roughing penalty. 

The Canes turned up the heat in the second period, outshooting 
Nashville 11-5 and scoring twice to take a 3-1 lead. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored just over five minutes into the period, and, 
after Nashville got on the board in the final minute, Jaccob Slavin got it 
back with one second remaining. 

“That was huge,” Skjei said of Slavin’s score. “That was enormous. Any 
time you score late like that, to go up two, it’s really big.” 

The Canes added a power play goal by Andrei Svechnikov in the third 
period. It was just the second time in the last nine games that Carolina 
has scored four goals. 

Nashville tightened things up with a pair of late goals, the last one 
coming with a man advantage after pulling the goalie, but Svechnikov 
added an empty netter on the power play for his second of the game and 
22nd of the season, moving him into the team lead. It was also just the 
second time in 11 games that Carolina has netted five goals. 

Svechnikov now has 21 points in the last 14 games with 10 goals and 11 
assists and is playing some of the best hockey of his career. 

“I think he’s had stretches where he’s played this well,” said coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, “but the puck wasn’t going in. He’s getting the same 
number of opportunities, but the puck seems to be going in more.” 

The win gave Carolina 70 points, tying the Hurricanes with Pittsburgh for 
the Metropolitan lead. 

Nashville lost its fourth straight and fifth in the last six. 

The physical game took a toll on the Hurricanes. Vincent Trocheck, who 
picked up his 20th assist on Skjei’s goal, left the game after the first 
period with an upper body injury. 

“We’re waiting to see if he’s going to be out for a little while or not,” said 
Brind’Amour. 

Martin Necas, who also assisted on the first goal, went down early in the 
second period and appeared to be in a great deal of pain after taking a 
puck off the knee. 

“It was on my kneecap,” he said. “But I was right back.” 

Necas returned to the bench within a minute and assisted on Carolina’s 
second goal as well, giving him 18 on the season. 
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NHL upholds suspension of Bruins forward Brad Marchand 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Friday, Feb. 18, 2022 6:59 p.m. 

 

Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand is pulled away from Penguins 
forward Jake Guentzel of the Penguins by linesman Andrew Smith during 
the third period of a game at Boston’s TD Garden on Feb. 8. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman upheld the six-game suspension of 
Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand for attacking Penguins goaltender 
Tristan Jarry during a game Feb. 8. 

Marchand appealed the suspension and had a hearing with Bettman on 
Wednesday. The league announced Bettman’s decision Friday. 

Marchand already has served four games of the suspension. 

Marchand’s attack came in the final minute during the Penguins’ 4-2 win 
at TD Garden on Feb. 18. 

After Jarry froze a puck, he appeared to say something to Marchand, 
who responded by punching Jarry in the head. 

As linesman Andrew Smith tried to escort Marchand to his bench, 
Marchand then jabbed Jarry in the helmet with his stick. 

Marchand was issued a match penalty and a roughing minor for the 
attack. One day later, he underwent a disciplinary hearing with the NHL’s 
department of player safety and was suspended. 

By Feb. 11, Marchand indicated he would appeal the length of the 
suspension, as is his right per the collective bargaining agreement 
between the NHL and NHL Players’ Association. 

In his ruling, Bettman noted: 

• “Mr. Marchand’s conduct was intentional and involved an excessive and 
unnecessary use of force.” 

• “The conduct consisted of two incidents — an unprovoked punch, 
followed by a high stick delivered after and despite the intervention of a 
linesman — that violated two League Playing Rules. The conduct was 
potentially dangerous, and that danger was exacerbated by the fact that 
it was directed against an unsuspecting player who was not in a position 
to defend himself.” 

• “Mr. Marchand is not only a “repeat offender,” as that term is defined in 
Article 18, he has now been suspended a total of eight times in his career 
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and been fined four times. In addition, his most recent prior suspension 
(for three games) occurred only 21 games (and less than three months) 
before the incident at issue.” 
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Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson finds more confidence 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Friday, Feb. 18, 2022 12:51 p.m. 

 

For all the obvious physical attributes that have led to him having an NHL 
career for seven seasons, Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman Mike 
Matheson’s steadiest trait might be one that is far less tangible than his 
slick skating or sturdy shooting. 

It’s his honesty. 

About himself. 

The 23rd overall selection in the 2012 draft by the Florida Panthers, 
Matheson never quite lived up to the expectations of being a first-round 
pick with that franchise. And he definitely fell short of the hope of 
Panthers management after he signed an eight-year contract extension 
in 2017 that carried a salary cap hit of $4.875 million and contained a 
modified no-trade clause. 

After being traded by the Panthers to the Penguins in September of 
2020, Matheson was pretty frank about his failings in Florida. 

“It seemed like things kind of snowballed,” Matheson said in January of 
2021 during his first training camp with the Penguins. “It got to a point 
where I was starting to lose confidence. Obviously, that’s on myself. 
Going into this offseason, I didn’t really try to hide from the fact that I 
needed to get better in certain areas. I tried to dive right into them and 
focus right on them.” 

Roughly 13 months after he made his debut with the Penguins, 
Matheson appears to have taken considerable strides towards 
addressing those areas. 

Through 48 games this season, he has 21 points (seven goals, 14 
points). Despite primarily being deployed on the third defensive pairing 
and receiving little time on the power play, he leads the team’s 
defensemen in goals. And he is tied with all-star forward Jake Guentzel 
for the team lead in winning goals with five. 

His most recent score came Sunday during the first period of a 4-2 road 
win against the New Jersey Devils. After settling a rebound at the right 
point of the offensive zone, Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel fed 
the puck to center point for Matheson. Surveying for a shooting lane, 
Matheson chopped a slapper that sailed past goaltender Jon Gillies’ 
glove for the Penguins’ first goal of the game. 

“I’ve worked on my shot a lot,” Matheson said to media in Newark, N.J., 
after the game. “The quicker you can get it off, the more effective it is. As 
for technique, there’s a lot you can break down into a shot. It’s all about 
practice, right? The more you work on things, hopefully the better they’ll 
get.” 

Matheson wasn’t done in that contest and played a role in the winning 
score during the third period. Skating the puck up the right wing of the 
offensive zone, he pulled up on the half wall, retreated to the right point 
and chucked a wrister at the cage. Gillies made the initial save but 
allowed a rebound Penguins forward Brian Boyle cleaned up for a 
forehand goal. 

“Mike’s done a really good job just trying to understand what our 
expectations are of him,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “(Assistant coach) 

Todd Reirden has done a good job with Mike in trying to help define what 
those expectations are. Mike is a very effective player for us. He has 
such dominant, physical attributes. He’s a great skater. He’s a good puck 
handler. He might have one of the hardest wrist shots in the league, 
those half slappers from the blue line. They’re just missiles. The goal 
(Sunday) was an example of it. He’s done a good job of just taking what 
the game gives him. 

“When he plays that way and he doesn’t chase the game, so to speak, I 
think that’s when he’s at his best. He’s been really effective for us. He 
defends hard, he defends with his mobility and his stick. But he’s also big 
and strong and he can help us in front of our net, for example, with box 
outs and tying up sticks just being hard in front of our net. Mike has done 
a great job of just understanding how he has to play within the confines 
of our team dynamic. He’s played extremely well for us, I really do.” 

Said Matheson: “So much of it is confidence, right? When you don’t feel 
like things are going well, it can be easy for doubt to creep into your 
game. When that happens, it’s hard to execute and be sharp throughout 
the game. That’s really been the name of the game. Staying confident 
and not trying to do too much with the puck has really brought me 
success.” 

Note: Because of inclement weather, the Penguins stayed in Toronto an 
extra day following Thursday’s 4-1 road loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
As a result, Friday’s practice in Cranberry was canceled. 
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Seven stats that must change for Penguins to go on deep playoff run 

 

Matt Vensel 18/02/2022 

 

Now that the All-Star break is behind them, the Penguins are suddenly 
speeding toward the end of the regular season. After their Metropolitan 
showdown with the high-scoring Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday, they will 
have 30 games left. 

The first-place Penguins are already in a very comfortable playoff 
position. That’s surprising given that many analysts, including this one, 
expected the Metro to be the NHL’s deepest, toughest division. But even 
after losing in Toronto on Thursday, Pittsburgh still had a 21-point 
cushion over fifth-place Columbus. 

Sidney Crosby was asked after the 4-1 loss to the Leafs if he thought that 
would make it difficult for the Penguins to find motivation each and every 
night. 

“I don’t think. We’re playing some really good teams here, a lot of 
divisional games, a lot on the line,” the captain replied. “By no means are 
we even close to where we need to be or being able to coast. You find 
out pretty quickly if you don’t show up what kind of night it can be. 
[Thursday] is a good example of that.” 

Playoff seeding and home-ice advantage are still at stake. More 
importantly, the Penguins must take this time to fine-tune their game prior 
to the postseason. 

Which areas could use the most attention? We have pinpointed seven 
statistics that must change if the Penguins are to go on their first deep 
run in a while. 

1. Giveaway rates for the Big Three 

Evgeni Malkin has been under a microscope since he joined the lineup 
last month, but you haven’t needed one to spot many of his turnovers. 
The official scorers at PPG Paints Arena tagged him with six giveaways 
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Tuesday — an eye-popping total. He now has a giveaway rate of 3.29 
per 60 minutes of ice time. 

Kris Letang has had some brutal ones lately, too, including two at the 
blue line that led to short-handed breakaway goals. His giveaway rate 
has rapidly grown since the calendar flipped to 2022. Prior to that, it was 
his lowest in a decade. 

Crosby can be better in his area, too. His turnovers are typically not as 
blatant as those other two, but his rate of 2.79 per 60 is not far off his 
career high. 

Now, those three are among Pittsburgh’s highest-usage players in terms 
of puck possession, so naturally those numbers will be inflated a bit. But 
that will need to be reined in when tight games against structured playoff 
teams begin. 

2. Rush chances for their opponents 

The Leafs scored all four of their goals off the rush Thursday and would 
have had a couple more if not for big saves from Tristan Jarry, including 
a breakaway stop on Auston Matthews. The Penguins had given up at 
least five rush chances in seven of their last 10 games heading into the 
loss to the Leafs, per Sportlogiq. 

Looking at their statistical profile, the Penguins rank in the league’s top 
10 in most defensive metrics. But they’re in the bottom 12 in this one key 
category. 

Obviously, the aforementioned giveaways are a factor in the spiking of 
this stat. 

3. Scoring from middle-six wingers 

Recently, the Penguins have gotten the lion’s share of their scoring from 
their top line and the power play. They are sorely lacking goals from the 
middle six. 

Over their last 18 games, the Penguins have gotten six total goals from 
Kasperi Kapanen, Evan Rodrigues, Danton Heinen and the injured Jason 
Zucker. You can throw in Brock McGinn here, too. He had just one goal 
over that span. 

No offense to Dominik Simon, who is a subpar finisher, but it’s not ideal 
that he has as many goals or more than all of those guys these last 
several weeks. 

This absolutely must change for them to avoid another premature playoff 
exit. 

4. Geno’s expected goals at 5-on-5 

This ties into the previous item. Whether it’s on Malkin, the guys he has 
had on his wings or both, the Penguins need more consistent 5-on-5 
impact from him. 

Malkin has boosted the power play while picking up three goals and eight 
of his 15 points on the man advantage. But he has had a 5-on-5 
expected goals percentage above 50 in just seven of his 15 games and 
below 45% in six of them. That said, Thursday was one of his stronger 
games, with Jeff Carter on one wing. 

The Penguins will need both of their top two lines to do some damage. 

5. Average weight of defensemen 

All things considered, the Penguins should be pretty pleased with the 
play of their blue-line group. Letang had been excellent until an erratic 
last two weeks. Marcus Pettersson has stabilized both himself and the 
second pair. And Chad Ruhwedel has held up just fine, forming a solid 
third pair with Mike Matheson. 

There’s no question that having a number of nimble, puck-moving 
defensemen has led to great regular season success. The playoffs have 
been another story. 

Recent playoff history suggests it would behoove Ron Hextall and the 
Penguins to add at least one heavier, meaner blue-liner to the mix before 
the trade deadline, even if he is just another third-pair type. They likely 
need at least one defenseman like that to get through the division playoff 
gauntlet. 

6. Penguins’ penalty-kill percentage 

The Penguins still ranked second in the NHL on the penalty kill entering 
Friday, but that unit has slipped the last two months. After they went a 
team-record 15 games without giving up a power play goal, they have 
killed 79.2% of their penalties in the last 22 and just 75.0% since Teddy 
Blueger went down on Jan. 23. 

Seven of the last 10 league champions, including both back-to-back 
Stanley Cup teams for the Penguins, had a kill rate above 83.0% during 
the postseason. 

7. Jarry’s number of starts 

The Penguins did not plan to have Jarry play in 40 of their 51 games. But 
due to Casey DeSmith’s struggles and the fluke injury to third goalie 
Louis Domingue, Jarry ranks second in the NHL in minutes, trailing just 
Nashville’s Juuso Saros. 

Jarry has said he feels a big workload benefits him. And the schedule 
has had a few longer breaks built in, giving him a breather. But it’s fair to 
wonder if all the minutes played and the pucks he’s stopped are taking a 
toll on his performance. 

To be clear, this is not to say that he has been bad by any stretch. And 
maybe it was unreasonable to expect him to perform at the level he did in 
late November and December. But his underlying numbers have 
regressed since Jan. 1. 

Jarry’s .813 high-danger save percentage is 24th among 33 qualifying 
goalies, per Natural Stat Trick. He had a top-six percentage at .865 prior 
to that. And his goals saved above average have dipped a bit, too, from 
fifth down to 11th. 

Maybe that’s a coincidence. But his workload feels like something to 
watch. 
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From The Point: The Penguins have been hitting empty nets at a record 
pace. How come? 

 

Matt Vensel 18/02/2022 

 

Last weekend in New Jersey, the Penguins were back in a familiar 
situation, holding a late lead and staring at an empty net at the other end. 
Naturally, hopping over the boards were three first-liners with 66 
combined goals this season. 

They would soon ice another win. Sidney Crosby swatted the puck away 
from a player. Bryan Rust raced to retrieve it in the neutral zone. And 
Jake Guentzel beat two drifting, downtrodden Devils up the ice for an 
easy empty-netter. 

That made it three straight games with an empty-net goal for the 
Penguins, the NHL’s best at putting away games — and padding their 
stats — this season. 

With two months left in the season, they are already two shy of the team-
record 16 empty-netters they scored last season, when only 56 games 
were played due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They may have a shot at 
the NHL record of 24. 
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The Penguins are big beneficiaries of what has been a rapid change in 
how teams attack empty-net situations, both in terms of philosophy and 
personnel. 

For much of Matt Cullen’s long career, he was the type of forward whom 
coaches typically tossed out there for the final minute of a one-goal 
game. Twice in his 21 seasons, he topped 20 goals. But his best 
attributes were being dynamite at the face-off dot, a savvy defender 
down low and a willing shot-blocker. 

The hope then was that the defending team would win the face-off and 
chip it out. If not, build a wall in front of the net and just try to bleed down 
the clock. 

Now it’s common to see a player get the puck deep in his own zone and 
fire it the length of the ice at the goal. Kris Letang is one with a penchant 
for that. 

“It wasn’t long ago that if you ever shot at an empty net from the other 
side of the red line, you would be sitting down,” Cullen said. “It has 
changed a lot.” 

Cullen, currently an assistant coach for the Penguins, pointed to teams 
adapting that more aggressive mindset as one reason why we now see 
players similar to him eschewed in favor of scoring forwards like Crosby, 
Guentzel and Rust. 

Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Edmonton and Washington are just a few 
examples of other squads that trot out top-line players to take aim at the 
empty net. 

Looking at the league leaders, only two of the top 10 in empty-net goals 
since the start of last season have never been an All-Star. Rust ranks 
first in the NHL with eight empty-net goals. Crosby and Guentzel are also 
inside the top 10. 

Now, the Penguins are good, which means they often lead late, giving 
Crosby and Co. more cracks at the empty net. Mike Sullivan alluded to 
that this week. 

However, the coach said protecting the lead remains the foremost 
priority. 

Crosby, Guentzel and Rust are among Pittsburgh’s best defensive 
forwards. That gives Sullivan the “luxury” of using his three leading 
scorers in those spots. 

“They defend hard, all three of those guys,” he said. “Sid’s very good in 
the face-off circle. They all block shots. And then they have the stick 
skills and the puck skills to be able to make plays to beat pressure, 
whether it’s to gain a line or gain the zone or make a play that might give 
us an opportunity to hit the empty net.” 

There’s no better example than last week’s win in Ottawa. The Crosby 
line logged a 79-second shift while the Penguins clung to a 1-0 lead. 
After they largely kept the Senators on the perimeter, Guentzel stepped 
in front of a slap shot, Crosby won a puck battle and Rust was suddenly 
celebrating eight seconds later. 

“For us, I think we’ve had fortunate bounces and I think if we defend 
hard, teams maybe sometimes aren’t really looking to defend when we 
get a chance,” Guentzel said. “We’ve been fortunate to get a couple of 
empty-net goals recently.” 

The Penguins are far from the only team that is enjoying a spike in 
empty-netters. NHL teams on average are scoring nearly twice as many 
per season as they did 20 years ago, from 6.7 goals in 2001-02 up to a 
12.4 pace a season ago. 

The top 15 all-time seasons in that category have all happened since 
2014-15. 

Maybe the greatest goalie in NHL history had something to do with that, 
too. 

When Patrick Roy coached the Colorado Avalanche several years back, 
he was criticized for yanking his goalie for an extra attacker far earlier 
than was conventional. That included a 2016 game when he did it with 
about 10 minutes left. 

Some coaches are still old-school when it comes to that. But there is no 
doubt that Roy’s Avalanche teams, backed by analytics, have changed 
that calculus. Look no further than the season opener down at Tampa 
Bay, when the Penguins scored three empty-netters. They had none in 
Crosby’s entire rookie year. 

The confluence of those factors has led the Penguins to where they are 
today, on pace for one of the highest totals of empty-net goals in league 
history. 

“That means you’re winning games. ... So that’s what we like,” Guentzel 
said. 

POINT SHOTS 

• Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena was simply perfect. The hated 
Flyers were in town. The fans were as frenzied as they’ve been all 
season. Evgeni Malkin setting up Crosby, standing in his favorite spot on 
the power play and dropping that left knee to beat Carter Hart. Then the 
bench emptying. Plus the comeback. 

Seriously, you couldn’t script it any better without having Jean-Claude 
Van Damme do a spinning karate kick while wearing Tom Barrasso’s 
goalie pads. 

That night probably tops anything I’ve seen in my four years on this beat. 

• As an aside: When will Philadelphia learn to not poke the honey 
badger? 

• By the way, Malkin is 70 from the 500-goal milestone after scoring 
Thursday in Toronto. Will he be wearing a Penguins uniform if and when 
he gets there? 

• We had play-by-play man Steve Mears on our Penguins podcast to 
discuss his great call for Crosby’s 500th. I also jokingly asked him what 
his fellow broadcasters, who vote for the Jack Adams award, have 
against coach Mike Sullivan. 

Sullivan has somehow never been a finalist. But based on what Mears 
has heard from his broadcast brethren, that should change if the 
Penguins keep rolling. 

• Two steps forward then another step back for Casey DeSmith, who was 
fighting the puck against the Flyers. The upcoming schedule features a 
bunch of formidable opponents and a couple of back-to-backs. That will 
be a critical stretch for DeSmith and the front office, closely monitoring 
the backup goalie situation. 

• Thursday’s loss in Toronto was a dud. Just have to flush it and move 
on. 

• Eight of the next 31 games are against the Hurricanes and Rangers, the 
two teams jostling with the Penguins for the Metro’s top spot. In 
particular, I’m pumped to see the Canes in person for the first time since 
the pandemic showed up. They are deep, fast, skilled and fun — and my 
preseason pick to win the division. 

THREE STARS 

3. Chad Ruhwedel. The unheralded blue-liner, who just surpassed his 
career high for games played, swooped in to score the goal that sent 
Tuesday’s game into OT. Talk about timing on multiple fronts. It was his 
first goal of the season. 

2. Tristan Jarry. I expressed concern about Jarry’s play in this space a 
few weeks back. His numbers have dipped a bit, with a save percentage 
just over .900 the last five weeks, but he was on his game against both 
New Jersey and Toronto. 
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1. Sidney Crosby. Who else? Sure, he had an off night in Toronto. But 
the dude just gave an entire city goosebumps by getting his 500th goal in 
spectacular fashion. He had four points over the past week, inching him 
closer to the team lead. 

YOU ASKED… 

Matt B. (@talisker66 on Twitter) asks: When Blueger is healthy, will 
Boyle move to wing? To me, Boyle is very valuable to this team, 
especially in the playoffs. 

For a brief moment last month, when it looked as if Mike Sullivan and the 
Penguins would actually have their full complement of forwards, there 
was a real question about whether Boyle or Zach Aston-Reese would be 
the last man in. 

Aston-Reese leads the Penguins in hits and is a responsible two-way 
forward. But he’s still sitting on just one goal this season and can at times 
leave you wanting more from a physicality standpoint. Boyle, meanwhile, 
is a large human who plays center, wins face-offs and is willing to fight. 
Oh, and he’s added six goals. 

So, yeah, we could definitely see Sullivan go with Boyle over Aston-
Reese, Dominik Simon and others in the playoffs, especially when facing 
physical teams. 

STAT N’AT 

9 – Sidney Crosby is one of nine No. 1 overall draft picks to meet the 
hype and score 500 career goals. His former landlord, Mario Lemieux, is 
also on that list. 

FINAL BUZZER 

Regretfully, I must acknowledge that Evan Rodrigues has apparently 
turned back into a pumpkin, which is unfortunate because he was such a 
fun story. 

You and I have as many goals as Rodrigues since Jan. 7. That’s now 18 
games since he scored, with only three measly assists over that stretch. 
He talked so often about the importance of confidence while dangling 
defenders and launching one-timers from the left circle on the power 
play. But all of that is long gone. 

Even as he averaged about a point per game in the season’s first half, 
the likeliest outcome was it was just an outlier stretch for a 28-year-old. 
I’m not ruling out a bit of a rebound, nor him being a healthy scratch 
when the playoffs start. Regardless, his early-season outburst gave such 
a needed boost to this team. 
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The Penguins Can’t Afford to Sign Bryan Rust…They also Can’t Afford 
Not To 

 

Published 18 hours ago on February 18, 2022 By Dan Kingerski  

 

Bryan Rust will turn 30 in May, and it appears he will hit unrestricted free 
agency in July. Several teams will probably wave large contracts in front 
of the former fourth-liner who now scores in bunches, forechecks and 
backchecks like a madman, and is a leader in the locker room. Yet, the 
Pittsburgh Penguins cannot afford to sign him beyond this season. 

Funny thing. Those same Pittsburgh Penguins can’t afford not to sign 
him, either. 

The last few weeks have been maddening for Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan. The team mostly keeps winning despite their game not always 
being worthy of two points. They have feasted on the power play but left 

defensive assignments to chance. The Penguins have sputtered and 
stumbled at even strength, except the top line with Jake Guentzel, 
Sidney Crosby, and Bryan Rust. 

Bryan Rust Statistical Value 

According to our friends at NaturalStatTrick.com, in 29 games, Rust has 
been on the ice for 52 Penguins goals (all strengths). Without Rust, the 
team has scored 59 goals. 

In other words, in Rust’s 29 games, he’s been on the ice for 47% of the 
Penguins offense. The gritty winger has 37 points, including 17 goals, 
meaning he’s had a direct hand in 33% of the Penguins’ total offense. 

In those 29 games with Rust on the ice, the Penguins have not only 
scored 45 goals but given up only 24. 

Not bad for a kid who was a fourth-line bubble player for a couple of 
years. What’s the going rate for a player who is that integral to a team’s 
production? 

Ron Hextall and The Impending Reality 

The scuttle is that Rust would like a six-year, $36 million contract. 

Yet, it seems almost a foregone conclusion that Rust will not be back. 
GM Ron Hextall maintains publicly that there have been talks and 
presents an optimistic vibe. 

“… We’d like to sign some of our (UFAs). We have a hard salary cap, so 
they’re going to have to work with us. Certain players, if they want the 
most money, they’re probably going to go elsewhere,” Hextall said on 
Jan. 27. “But I think you could say that about every team. We’re hoping 
that our guys are comfortable here, which I believe they are. Hopefully, 
we can find a deal that satisfies both sides.” 

Hextall said discussions have been fine. 

Yet the Penguins free agent situation seems dour. They have 
irreplaceable players and not enough money to sign them all. The last bit 
of inside dirt we received on the situation was last month when sources 
told PHN that Rust and the Penguins had contact last summer, didn’t 
have common ground, but kept the lines open. At the time, there had not 
yet been substantial talks. 

Sources told us the same thing about Kris Letang, whose camp hoped to 
begin serious talks soon. 

Bryan Rust, Other Options, and Fear of Fading 

On the ground, there’s been an air of acceptance, an “enjoy the moment” 
feeling as Rust crashed Evan Rodrigues’s media scrum earlier this year 
to ask, “Who is your favorite teammate?” 

Rust and Rodrigues hooked up for a goal in the next game and could be 
seen laughing about it. That’s just part of what Rust brings to the table. 

“I think it’s just everyone’s going to work that much harder. I think when 
you play that kind of game where you play a more simple game, go-to-
the-net game, you’ve got to be ready to take some crosschecks, you got 
to be ready to take a few bruises in order to get some goals,” Rust said 
on Jan. 30 during the team’s pre-All Star break struggles. 

A player with that speed and team position talking about taking a few 
bumps and bruises to score goals are precisely why the Penguins need 
him. 

That and 37 points in 29 games. 

Of course, the arguments against it are simple. He’s going to be 30. He’s 
played only 29 games this season. Last season, he played the entire 56-
game schedule but played only 55 of 69 games in 2019-20. 

Injuries have been a problem in the last three years. His style of play, the 
abuse he’s willing to take to score goals, adds up. 
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I also recall the same being said of Patric Hornqvist. He’s doing pretty 
well in Florida. The crazy Viking scored 32 points (14-18-32) in 44 games 
last season and has 19 (7-12-19) in 38 games this season. You may 
have noticed the immediate change in Florida’s culture. Now, players 
they add (Sam Bennett, Sam Reinhart) excel rather than fade. 

Hornqvist is one of the reasons the Florida Panthers culture changed. 

Rust is one of the reasons the Pittsburgh Penguins culture remains 
successful. 

Then again, if not Rust, who else will score on the right side of the 
Penguins lineup? After Rust, there is Kasperi Kapanen, whose talent is 
surpassed only by his struggles. Evan Rodrigues, a pending free agent, 
has no goals in the last 18 games and just three points in that time. 
Danton Heinen is also a free agent who adds a little bit of offensive pop 
but not much else. Brock McGinn, Zach Aston-Reese, and Dominik 
Simon fill in the rest. 

There’s not a player on the list close to Rust’s production. 

Who will fill the spots next to Sidney Crosby and maybe Evgeni Malkin 
(or Jeff Carter)? 

And no, it does not appear that top prospects Sam Poulin and Nathan 
Legare are close to filling an NHL roster spot. Their first year in the AHL 
has been challenging. 

The analytical, cold thing is to wish him well. Watch another team pony 
up $6 million per season to reap the rewards as Rust tears through 
opponents, scoring goals between the dots, near the net, and sets up the 
same. 

But by doing the “right” thing, the Penguins will be searching for the exact 
same thing and probably have to pay the same price that Rust is asking. 
A player who already fits and is guaranteed to produce seems to be 
worth a few more dollars than a gamble on a new player tasked to do the 
same thing. 

What would the team look like without a suitable replacement? Not nearly 
as good. 

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. The Penguins should 
probably find a way to pay their bird. 
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Flyers roundtable: Claude Giroux’s legacy, players to move at the trade 
deadline, odds of earning the top pick in the draft, and more 

 

Olivia Reiner and Giana Han 

 

The Flyers (15-25-9), who have lost 17 of 19 games, are in the midst of 
one of their worst seasons in franchise history. Given how poorly the 
team has performed relative to expectations significant changes appear 
to be on the way. With just over a month until the NHL’s March 21 trade 
deadline, we asked our beat reporters Giana Han and Olivia Reiner to 
answer some key questions surrounding the team and its future. 

If the Flyers move captain Claude Giroux as expected at the deadline, 
what will ultimately be his legacy in Philadelphia? 

GH: Giroux is the longest tenured captain in franchise history. He’s also 
the longest tenured professional athlete in Philadelphia. He passed 
Flyers legend Bobby Clarke for power play points and did it in 177 fewer 
games. He’s behind Clarke in all-time career points. The numbers say a 
lot, but they don’t say it all. In a time where the Flyers have been 
struggling to find their identity, Giroux has been the most notable name. 

Some may jump on his visibility and blame him for the challenges, but if 
you talk to anyone in the locker room, he’s a huge reason the Flyers 
have been competitive at all over the last few years. He’s respected 
around the locker room and around the league, and he’ll leave an impact 
that keeps on giving long after he’s gone. 

OR: As one of the best players to ever wear a Flyers jersey. No, Giroux 
doesn’t have the same star power as other Philadelphia sports legends, 
but his stats speak for his significance to the team and the city. The 
longest-tenured captain in Flyers history, Giroux is second all-time in 
franchise points (896) and assists (607). Consistency is difficult to 
achieve in this league and Giroux has continued to produce at a high 
level well into his 30s. 

While Giroux is the Flyers’ biggest trade chip, what other players could 
potentially be traded for prospects/draft picks before the deadline? 

GH: Justin Braun, whose contract is ending soon, has been a reliable 
defender all season despite the challenges. Although they just traded for 
him, Rasmus Ristolainen has raised his stock this season. Although he, 
along with the rest of the team, have not been doing well, he looks better 
than he did in Buffalo, and he’s got more years of hockey ahead of him. 
Martin Jones, Travis Konecny, Travis Sanheim and honestly anyone 
without a no move clause could be traded. Dave Scott did say everything 
is on the table (however, see next question). 

OR: Defenseman Justin Braun and goalie Martin Jones. Both players are 
in the final years of their respective deals. If general manager Chuck 
Fletcher doesn’t view either of them as a part of the Flyers’ future, it 
makes sense to flip them on the trade market. Both could provide value 
to playoff contenders at a relatively low price. Especially regarding Jones, 
Fletcher may feel like Carter Hart’s future backup is already in the Flyers’ 
system between the Phantoms’ Felix Sandström and Russian prospect 
Ivan Fedotov. While stepping into a top-pairing role from his original spot 
on the third pairing, 35-year-old Braun has played well and can provide 
depth to a contender. 

If you were evaluating the Flyers roster, which players would you 
consider“untouchable” and that fans can feel confident building around? 

GH: Joel Farabee is a young player with years of good hockey ahead of 
him. Before he was injured, he was hot for the Flyers, and he has the 
most NHL experience of the Flyers young players. Assuming his injury 
isn’t persistent, he would be a good building block for the future. And of 
course Sean Couturier, when he comes back, will be the anchor of the 
team if Claude Giroux leaves. 

OR: The kids are looking pretty good, among winger Joel Farabee, 
defenseman Cam York, and Hart. Before a shoulder injury kept him out 
for 16 games this season, Farabee was on a .55 points-per-game pace 
through 33 games. In a 13-game stint with the Flyers this season, York 
showed he’s capable of competing at an NHL level both at five-on-five 
and on special teams. Despite a wildly inconsistent defense around him, 
Hart has been solid in net (2.96 goals against average, .910 save 
percentage). Add in a healthy defenseman Ryan Ellis and center Sean 
Couturier, and the Flyers have a core for the future. 

With the Flyers out of playoff contention and still with over 30 games 
remaining, what are some things you would like to see during the second 
half of the season? 

GH: Whether or not it is correct, Flyers management says it believes it is 
only one or two pieces away from a good team rather than a whole 
rebuild. That means many of the players still under contract, such as 
Cam Atkinson, Ivan Provorov and Oskar Lindblom, among others, are 
likely to return. Yeo has talked about the importance of building good 
habits and learning how to play to win rather than not to lose. Games 
have gotten more competitive, but it would be good to see those likely to 
return show consistency and find a way to win. That would be a positive 
sign for next season when this one is already basically determined. 

OR: The Flyers need to continue to see what they have in forward 
Morgan Frost. Drafted in the first round, 27th overall in the 2017 draft, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2022 

 

Frost could be a significant part of the Flyers future, but he still appears 
to be getting comfortable playing at the NHL level. He’s spent most of his 
time this season on the second, third, and fourth lines. As Frost builds his 
confidence up, playing him with some of the team’s top talent may allow 
him to better showcase his playmaking abilities. 

The Flyers currently have the fifth-worst points percentage in the league. 
How does the NHL Draft lottery work and what are the chances the 
Flyers could land the No. 1 overall pick? 

OR: All teams that miss the playoffs are in the draft lottery. The fewer 
points a team has, the more chances they have at winning the drawing. 
Only the top 11 teams are eligible for the first pick because a team can 
only jump a maximum of ten spots. According to Tankathon, the Flyers 
currently have an 8.5 percent chance of being awarded the first overall 
pick. They have a 8.8 percent chance at the second, a 21.6 percent 
chance at the fifth, a 44.4 percent chance at the sixth and a 16.8 percent 
chance at the seventh. 

Fletcher has repeatedly said the Flyers will not address the coaching 
situation until the offseason. Are there a couple of names to watch out for 
if interim coach Mike Yeo is not retained? 

GH: Longtime Flyers fans seem to be waiting to hear Rick Tocchet is 
returning to Philadelphia. While that is certainly an option, if the Flyers 
want to break from the mold and try something new, two other names 
have popped up in lists of up and coming coaches. Lane Lambert, the 
New York Islanders assistant coach, has been in many successful 
programs and has helped develop a number of players. Swedish coach 
Rikard Gronborg has had success on the world stage but has been held 
back because NHL teams seem hesitant to hire a European. 

OR: After the Flyers fired former head coach Alain Vigneault on Dec. 6, 
Daily Faceoff reported that Flyers Hall of Fame member Rick Tocchet will 
be high on the team’s list of head coaching candidates. Tocchet has six 
seasons of head coaching experience, most recently with the Arizona 
Coyotes in 2020-21. The Flyers would have to pry him away from TNT 
and persuade him to leave broadcasting and become a coach again, but 
it could be a good fit. After all, they sure do like hiring former players to fill 
front office and coaching roles. 
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Injured Flyers taking steps in return to lineup 

 

Giana Han 

 

The Flyers’ practice rink looked extra full Friday. In addition to those who 
played Thursday night, five players who have been out with injuries 
joined the team for practice. 

Rasmus Ristolainen (upper body), Patrick Brown (MCL), Derick Brassard 
(hip), Kevin Hayes (abdominal), and Joel Farabee (upper body) all 
participated after their rehab skates. The impact their presence had on 
the rest of the team was evident, even if only Ristolainen and Brown are 
close to playing on game day. 

“Great to have them out there,” interim coach Mike Yeo said. “And even 
obviously you put Brass out there, you put Hayesy out there, you add 
those guys, Joel was involved in the first part of practice. You can see 
almost the pace, the execution. Just adding those guys adds a lot.” 

Yeo had said he hoped Ristolainen and Brown would be cleared to play. 
They had Friday’s practice, an off day Saturday, and practice Sunday to 
get ready for the next one. 

“I think you saw Risto, in true fashion, show you that he was cleared for 
full participation,” Yeo said. Both he and Brown successfully participated 
in all the battle drills. 

Ristolainen, who has been out since Feb. 9, has Monday circled for his 
return. In his nine-year career, he has not had to deal with many injuries, 
and it’s been frustrating to go through his second injury in one season. 

“It really, really sucks to be out and just be watching from on top,” 
Ristolainen said. “I thought last few games we were playing well. And it 
was, especially last night, a pretty physical game, too. So obviously, we 
want to be out there and help the guys out.” 

Brown has been dealing with a more serious injury than Ristolainen’s. 
He’s been out since Jan. 8. Recovering from an MCL strain is a delicate 
process, but Brown finally felt himself turn the corner about five days ago. 
He said the “tweaks and yanks” had decreased to the point where he felt 
only one Friday. 

Both Brown and Ristolainen are new to the Flyers. While the Flyers 
traded for Ristolainen, they claimed Brown off waivers. Since then, 
Brown has dealt with COVID-19, a thumb injury and the MCL tear. It’s 
been frustrating that he hasn’t been able to contribute consistently. 

“Philly gave me the opportunity to play in the league I want to play in,” 
Brown said. “And that’s been awesome. But I got to stay healthy so that I 
can contribute for the team.” 

While Ristolainen’s and Brown’s returns mean fewer spots for other guys 
who have been given chances, those who have taken on heavier 
burdens are excited to get them back. Ristolainen will help shoulder 
some of the physical part of the defensive game while Brown will be able 
to contribute to the faceoff battle. Both also play on the penalty kill unit. 

Yeo said that will help reduce the minutes guys such as Claude Giroux 
and Scott Laughton have to play. (Giroux played more than 20 minutes in 
seven of his last eight games.) 

“There’s no question that it adds some confidence, it adds some belief,” 
Yeo said. 

A Flyer wins the shootout 

The Flyers, one of the worst shootout teams in history as well as one of 
the worst this season, ran a shootout drill to end practice. It’s only the 
second time this season that they’ve practiced it, and they haven’t often 
in past seasons either. Yeo said he sees value in practicing it. 

“I do believe there is from a goalie’s perspective,” Yeo said. “Obviously 
the more reps guys get, the more comfortable they are with the moves 
that they have. They get a chance to build confidence off it. To try new 
things.” 

And of course it adds an element of fun, something that’s much needed 
after the team lost two games in a row in which it had third-period leads. 
Yeo said they even “upped the ante” with players putting some of their 
own money down on it. 

Only seven players scored in the first round. Three survived the second 
round. From the third on, Connor Bunnaman and Travis Sanheim went 
back and forth until Bunnaman won in the sixth. 

If it’s so useful, why haven’t they done it more often? Yeo said it’s hard to 
fit into the schedule, especially with only two goalies, because they take 
so many reps. However, they had a day off immediately after the drill. 

Breakaways 

The Flyers play Monday when they host the Carolina Hurricanes at 3 
p.m. ... After winning the shootout contest, Bunnaman was placed on 
waivers. If he clears, he will return to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. ... 
Before practice started, the Flyers loaned Maksim Sushko back to the 
Phantoms. He did not play in a game while up with the Flyers. ... Cam 
Atkinson took a maintenance day. He was the only player missing from 
practice. ... Yeo did not have an update on Ryan Ellis, although he said 
he knew Ellis had skated on his own Friday morning. 
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Flyers unravel in final 3 minutes for 4th straight loss 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

FLYERS 

To commence an eight-game homestand, the Flyers dropped to the 
Capitals, 5-3, Thursday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

They led 3-2 with 3:51 minutes left in the game. The lead did not last 
long. 

Washington ripped off three goals, the final tally being an empty-netter to 
seal the hapless Flyers' fate. 

In his return from a scary eye injury, Gerry Mayhew scored two goals. 
Travis Sanheim also had a two-point game (one goal, one assist) for the 
Flyers (15-25-9), who have lost four straight. 

The Flyers relinquished a 4-2 third-period lead Tuesday night in a 5-4 OT 
loss to the Penguins in Pittsburgh. 

The club is 7-15-5 under interim head coach Mike Yeo. It was 8-10-4 
under Alain Vigneault when he was fired in early December. Both 
coaches are better than those records indicate. 

"Honestly, I don’t even know what to say right now," Yeo said. "You play 
57 minutes the way that we did and you leave the game feeling that way, 
that's pretty tough. 

"In some ways, you’re thinking about the good things that you did and 
how we can be confident going up against any team and knowing that 
even when we’re short with players, when we play our team game the 
way that we do, that we can have success. But we walk away with 
nothing here tonight, so that’s tough." 

Thursday night was the Flyers' second of four meetings with the Capitals 
(28-15-9) this season. The Flyers took the first meeting, 2-1, back on 
Nov. 6, when they improved to 6-2-2. They've gone 9-23-7 since then. 

• Mayhew put the Flyers ahead 3-2 in the third period and the Flyers 
appeared in position to grab a win. 

Then the Capitals turned it on in desperation time. 

Two different teams right now. 

The Flyers played a hard and honest game, even outplaying Washington 
for considerable portions. But they haven't had the confidence to hold 
leads or win tight games. Some of that is on inexperience and depth 
issues with critical pieces missing because of injuries. 

"Play good for 56, 57 minutes and then that happens," Scott Laughton 
said. "It stings but you wake up in the morning, it's a new day, you work 
as hard as you can to try to get better and close out those games. But it's 
a s--- feeling." 

• A hit on Claude Giroux fired up the Flyers in the second period and 
ignited Mayhew's first goal. 

Giroux was crosschecked into the back boards. There was no whistle on 
the play and Giroux appeared to be in some pain when he got to the 
bench. As Flyers director of medical services Jim McCrossin checked on 
the captain, Giroux conveyed he was fine. 

Shortly after, Laughton retaliated with a big hit on Michal Kempny. Trevor 
van Riemsdyk, the brother of Flyers winger James van Riemsdyk, 
stepped up for his teammate and fought Laughton. 

Because of instigating and misconduct penalties on van Riemsdyk, the 
Flyers went on the power play and Mayhew drew them even at 1-1. 

More: Commend the captain, Giroux doesn't have just his future in mind 
with trade call 

Flyers' Scott Laughton drops the gloves with James van Riemsdyk's 
brother 

• Isaac Ratcliffe (interference) and Cam Atkinson (delay of game) 
committed costly penalties in succession after the Flyers knotted the 
score. 

Washington capitalized on the power play. Sanheim erased it with just 
under a minute left in the middle stanza off a nice feed from Travis 
Konecny. The 24-year-old winger is on a season-best five-game point 
streak. 

• Despite a tough game Thursday night, Justin Braun is having arguably 
his best season in a Flyers jersey. 

The 35-year-old defenseman is going to draw interest from various 
contending teams and the retooling Flyers will very likely move him by 
the March 21 trade deadline. 

They need to capitalize on the veteran's value. He's on an expiring 
contract with only a $1.8 million cap hit and there's a lot to like if you're a 
club needing a consistent second- or third-pair defenseman for a playoff 
run. 

Right now, Braun is playing in a top-pair role at 20 minutes a game, he 
prevents goals and owns 100 games of postseason experience. 

He finished with an assist, a minus-2 rating, two shots and two blocked 
shots in 23:12 minutes against the Capitals. 

"Probably the best word is reliability," Yeo said about Braun after morning 
skate Thursday. "That's something that's a real compliment, you get a lot 
of respect from your teammates and from your coaches when you're a 
guy who's reliable. 

"He'll show up night after night, he'll take hits to make plays, he'll be first 
on pucks, in the d-zone, he'll block shots, he has attention to detail. He 
does all of the things that are asked of him." 

"That's a level of professionalism that's ... you get a lot of respect and a 
lot of credibility from the people that you're working with when you do 
that." 

• Martin Jones played his first game in 23 days. 

The backup goalie converted 20 saves. 

The Capitals cracked him with 1:25 minutes left in the first period. 
Kempny beat Jones with a point shot. 

Washington regained its lead at 2-1 with a second-period power play 
goal by Joe Snively. 

Garnet Hathaway scored the game-tying and game-winning goals for the 
Capitals. 

"We're working hard, we're doing all the video, we're doing everything 
that we're supposed to be doing and what other teams are doing," 
Konecny said. "It's just those one, two bounces that don't go in our favor. 
It is the way the NHL is — it's a game of inches and seconds. You look 
back on that game, you see a loss, but we played a good game, we 
worked hard, everyone was buying in and there's something to take from 
it." 

Washington netminder Ilya Samsonov entered 5-0-0 with a 2.31 goals-
against average and .924 save percentage in his career against the 
Flyers. The soon-to-be 25-year-old made 30 saves Thursday night. 

Flyers blow another 3rd-period lead, lose to Capitals, 5-3 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2022 

 

• Rasmus Ristolainen (upper body), Patrick Brown (MCL sprain), Kevin 
Hayes (abdominal) and Derick Brassard (hip) all partook in morning 
skate. 

Yeo said the Flyers were hopeful Ristolainen and Brown would be 
cleared to return after tonight's game. 

Hayes is making good progress. Six days ago, general manager Chuck 
Fletcher said the 29-year-old center had a 50/50 chance to play again 
this season. The Flyers have circled March 1 as a date for when they 
have to decide if Hayes will be shut down. 

"I don't want to say that we've moved off that timeline, but he seems to 
be certainly doing a lot better than what we thought," Yeo said 
Wednesday. "We'll see how that goes for us." 

The Flyers are going to be pretty prudent with Brassard, who has missed 
29 of the last 32 games. The 34-year-old center has returned three times 
from his nagging injury to only come back out of the lineup the very next 
game. 

Rehab work for Kevin Hayes, Patrick Brown and Rasmus Ristolainen. 
pic.twitter.com/bOapgE2Ts6— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) February 16, 
2022 

• The Flyers have three days before they play again. In a back-to-back 
set at the Wells Fargo Center, the club welcomes the Hurricanes on 
Monday (3 p.m. ET/NBCSP) and Blues on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Flyers to honor Nolan's 50th year as PA announcer in pregame 
ceremony 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

FLYERS 

The Flyers will honor their iconic public address announcer Lou Nolan in 
a ceremony Saturday, April 9, before the team's game against the Ducks 
at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Nolan's voice is synonymous with the Flyers. He's in his 50th year as the 
club's PA man and has astoundingly served the Flyers since the 
inception of the franchise. 

The Philadelphia native was a press box assistant during the Flyers' 
inaugural season in 1967-68. He then worked in the team's public 
relations before becoming the PA announcer, a role he has held since 
1972. 

Nolan was one of six finalists up for induction into the Flyers Hall of Fame 
this season. 

Puck drop for the game against Anaheim is set for 7:30 p.m. ET. Details 
for Nolan's ceremony will be announced at a later date. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Put the teams in order, but make it 
poetry 

 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn Feb 18, 2022 

 

Dear loyal readers 

Something different for you 

Silly new format 

When the Ranking Boys 

Feel poetic and lazy 

It’s time for haikus 

Please enjoy this gift 

Whimsical analysis 

By the syllable 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 35-9-4 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

We love all the goals 

But when the Avs come out flat 

Kuemper stars; uh-oh 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 33-10-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

The comeback kitties 

A final minute rally 

Thank you Sam Reinhart 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 32-11-6 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Always near the top 

And never, ever healthy 

Still scary, still champs 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record: 28-13-6 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Top five; they’re not five 

Eight straight – hot as their namesake 

Real Cup contender 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 
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Record: 32-12-3 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

When Campbell is good 

The Leafs look like a Cup team 

 

He’s not always good 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 32-11-4 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Four of five losers 

Svech, Turbo still cooking – but 

Where’s the depth scoring? 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 31-12-8 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Five hundred for Sid 

Despite all those wasted shifts 

With Flibbet and Donk 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 30-12-3 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Mats Zuccarello 

On a 100-point pace, wow! 

Thank you, Kaprizov 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 28-18-3 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Maybe Stone got hurt 

Helping Jack Eichel move in 

April: “ Back feels great!” 

10. New York Rangers 

Record: 31-13-5 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 9 

Zendaya watching: 

Ryan Strome in the shootout 

What are you doing? 

OH NO RYAN STROME… OH NO   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/CXOGWKSYHA 

— B/R OPEN ICE (@BR_OPENICE) FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

11. Washington Capitals 

Record: 28-15-9 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

Goalie problem solved? 

Not so fast, but Samsonov 

Seems like an option 

12. Boston Bruins 

Record: 27-17-4 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Goodbye to Tuukka 

An incredible career 

Hall of Fame worthy? 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 28-14-6 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

They’d have been higher 

Then they blew a lead against … 

The Habs? Is that right? 

14. Nashville Predators 

Record: 28-17-4 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 13 

Playoff team for sure 

Contender? Probably not 

Last month: play slipping 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 27-18-3 

Last week: 17 
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Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Four straight with Woodcroft … 

Plus secondary scoring? 

What is going on? 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 26-19-2 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Heiskanen and Hintz 

Robertson and Pavelski 

Guy, Guy, Guy, Guy, Guy 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 24-17-7 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Check the West standings 

The Kings hold a playoff spot 

As a soft stretch nears 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 22-18-8 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Playoff chances dire 

Can Scheifele spark a comeback? 

Seven goals last five 

19. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 23-19-9 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

The Ducks hung around 

And we all love the young guys 

Three straight Ls, though — bye. 

20. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 23-21-6 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

15-6-4 

Bruce record is promising 

Too little, too late 

21. New York Islanders 

Record: 18-20-6 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

They’ve been cooked for months 

Bright side? Trade deadline is close 

Sell all the old dudes 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 22-21-5 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Five straight losses, ouch 

Sharks really missing Karlsson 

Fun while it lasted 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 17-28-5 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Boeser trade? Good luck 

Instead, sign the Jackass guy 

To replace Blackwood 

"HI, I'M P.K. SUBBAN, WELCOME TO 
JACKASS."HTTPS://T.CO/QFYV1WEIP3 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/WGSMCI1LDT 

— SEAN LEAHY (@SEAN_LEAHY) FEBRUARY 3, 2022 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 23-22-6 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 24 

Seider for Calder 

Hard to carry DeKeyser 

Decent company 

FEWEST GAMES NEEDED BY A DEFENCEMAN TO REACH 30 
ASSISTS IN THEIR NHL CAREER: 

34- LARRY MURPHY 

38- STEFAN PERSSON 

39- NICKLAS LIDSTROM 

44- MARK HOWE 
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46- CALE MAKAR 

50- CHRIS CHELIOS 

51- MORTIZ SEIDER (IN ON A 2-1 @DETROITREDWINGS GOAL 
AGAINST THE RANGERS TONIGHT) 

51- PHIL HOUSLEY PIC.TWITTER.COM/MPRO42JBR6 

— STATSCENTRE (@STATSCENTRE) FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 24-23-1 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 25 

Laine, filling nets 

Like he did in Twenty-Eighteen 

10 goals in eight games 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 18-25-7 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Tulsky? Chiarelli? 

Pizza or poison: tough call 

Seriously though… Pete?! 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 18-25-4 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Matt Murray was good 

Save rate up to Nine-one-nine 

Now? Hurt. Hard to watch. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 16-30-4 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom projects playoffs 

Grubauer suddenly bad 

Goalies are voodoo 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 15-25-9 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Just cut the bullshit 

And rename the trade deadline 

Claude Giroux Sweepstakes 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 16-25-8 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

35-goal pace 

A nice bounce-back for Skinner 

Contract still ugly 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 12-32-4 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Two things can be true 

The tiny rink is good news 

And really funny 

IT’S COMING TOGETHER!   

WE’RE IN TEMPE THIS AFTERNOON CHECKING OUT THE SUN 
DEVILS’ NEW MULTI-PURPOSE ARENA WHERE WE’LL PLAY NEXT 
SEASON. PIC.TWITTER.COM/GEZ064IZAB 

— ARIZONA COYOTES (@ARIZONACOYOTES) FEBRUARY 14, 2022 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 9-33-7 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Magic tricks from Habs: 

“They were a good team last year” 

“Chiarot worth a first” 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.19.2022 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Remembering the lesser-known stars 
who played for Team Canada in a best-on-best tournament 

 

By Sean McIndoe Feb 18, 2022 

 

Last week, we built a roster of 20 Canadian stars who never got to play 
for Team Canada in a best-on-best tournament. It ended up being a 
pretty solid group, one that included big names like Ron Francis, Bernie 
Parent and Cam Neely. It was so good, in fact, that at the end of the 
piece I included a one-sentence throwaway line where I wondered if 
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they’d beat a roster of the worst players who did get to play for Team 
Canada. 

I should have known what would come next. Sure enough, a lot of you 
wanted to see that roster too. OK, let’s do it. 

The rules will be the same as last week. We need 12 forwards, six 
defensemen and two goalies who suited up for Team Canada at a best-
on-best, which is to say the Olympics (in a year when NHL players went), 
World Cup, Canada Cup or Summit Series. The only exception is that 
this time we won’t even consider the mostly forgotten 1974 Summit 
Series, since that was WHA players and would make this too easy. 
Goalies have to have been on the roster (including backups or third 
strings), while skaters need to have actually seen the ice for at least one 
game. Simple enough. 

One caveat: A lot of this is going to feel like we’re knocking these 
players, and I hope it doesn’t come across that way. A typical Team 
Canada will feature some of the very best players in the world, and being 
a “bad” player on a roster like that is still pretty impressive. The idea here 
isn’t to say that these guys weren’t great players in their own right, since 
almost all of them were. But the bar was set pretty high by last week’s 
snub team, so let’s see what we wind up with here. 

Goaltenders 

We’ve got a few solid options here, and we don’t even have to pick on 
Pete Peeters (who actually won a Vezina two years after his 1981 
meltdown against the Soviets). I considered Jose Theodore, who didn’t 
have a long stay on top but was a few years removed from an MVP 
season when he was Canada’s third string at the 2004 World Cup, as 
well as Reggie Lemelin, who’d had back-to-back years as a Vezina 
finalist when he made the 1984 Canada Cup team. 

Instead, I’m going to go with a couple of cap-era guys who personify solid 
starters without ever radiating too much star power. Give me Marty 
Turco, who was the third option for the 2006 Olympic team, leading to 
this classic “always lead with the local angle” headline from Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

We’ll back him up with Mike Smith, who rolled out of the sack to earn a 
spot at the 2014 Olympics. Neither Smith nor Turco actually got to play in 
the tournament, but that just means they’ll be well-rested when we turn to 
them. 

They might need to be, because our blueline is going to be… interesting. 

Defensemen 

So yeah, remember how this was the hardest position to fill for last 
week’s all-snub roster, and my working theory was that when it comes to 
defensemen, Team Canada always makes sure to bring their very best? I 
would like to revise that theory. Revise is a fancy word that means 
“completely junk,” right? 

The blue line turns out to be very fertile ground for this exercise, with a 
long list of defensemen that weren’t exactly superstars. Put it this way: 
As a Leafs fan, I went into this assuming that I’d have room for 2006 
Olympian Bryan McCabe on this team, but he doesn’t even come all that 
close. Neither does Barry Beck (1981 Canada Cup), Dan Hamhuis (2014 
Olympics) or Charlie Huddy (1984 Canada Cup). Robyn Regehr, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic or Craig Hartsburg? They don’t even get invited to our 
tryout camp. 

In fact, let’s add some degree-of-difficulty and see if we can make our 
entire six-man crew out of guys who never received even a single Norris 
vote between them. That probably shouldn’t be possible, since we’re 
talking Team Canada, in a best-on-best situation where you’re supposed 
to bring (checks notes) your best. How can there be any guys at all who 
made the team without ever being worthy of seeing their name on a 
Norris ballot? 

You can probably guess the answer: This country loves our grit, and 
that’s especially true on the blue line. Give us a grizzled veteran who can 
bank a puck off the glass and out, and we’ll take him over some flashy 

puck hog who knows his way to the offensive zone. Show me a guy with 
a few scars and the ability to cross-check a spinal column, and I’ll show 
you a Team Canada coach making heart eyes at him from behind the 
bench. 

For example, let’s start out top pair with Lyle Odelein. He was one of the 
toughest defensemen of his era, one who posted over 200 PIM five times 
while playing for eight different teams and who could absolutely hold his 
own with just about anybody. Back in the 80s and 90s, your favorite NHL 
team could almost certainly have used a guy like Odelein. Apparently, 
that was also true of Team Canada, who dressed him for two games at 
the 1996 World Cup. 

Anyone who squared off with Odelein ran the risk of needing medical 
attention, so we’ll pair him with Dr. Randy Gregg, a stay-at-home 
defenseman who played nine NHL seasons and made two trips to the 
Olympics. Neither of those was in a best-on-best year, so they don’t 
count. But the 1984 Canada Cup does, and Gregg was part of that 
thanks to Glen Sather’s roster-building strategy of “Screw it, just bring 
everyone on the Oilers”. 

Our second pairing will feature two 16-season journeymen, both of whom 
played from 1998 until 2015. We’ll go with Scott Hannan, who registered 
one assist in five games of action after replacing Rob Blake on the 2004 
World Cup team. He’ll play with Eric Brewer, who was part of that same 
team and the 2002 Olympic squad. Look, it’s a bunch of Canadian 
hockey players, we’re going to need a brewer nearby. 

I was tempted to offer a final pairing spot to Rod Seiling, a veteran from 
the 60s and 70s who spent a dozen years with the Rangers and three 
games in the red-and-white at the 1972 Summit Series. But just like the 
real Team Canada, I can’t resist the lure of established chemistry, so our 
third pair will be Normand Rochefort and Doug Crossman, who not only 
played together at the 1987 Canada Cup but were actually the pair sent 
over the board to defend the lead in the aftermath of Mario Lemieux’s 
legendary winner. 

That’s … a hell of a crew. And yes, between the six of them, there wasn’t 
a single Norris vote to be found. God bless the noble presence of the 
boringly responsible Canadian defenseman. There will always be a spot 
for you on Team Canada. Or in this case, six of them. 

Forwards 

It’s going to be tougher to find candidates here than it was on the blue 
line. We’ll have a few, though, and most of them will fall into the same 
gritty defensive mold. 

And yes, we’re going to start with exactly who you think we will. That 
would be Rob Zamuner, the infamous selection who bumped Mark 
Messier from the 1998 Olympic team. He’s basically become the poster-
child for weird picks, and we’re naming him team captain. 

So what was the story there? How did a forward who never had more 
than 50 points in his 13-year NHL career earn a spot on what was 
supposed to be a Canadian dream team? The answer is complicated, 
and starts with the fact that the country was overreacting to their loss at 
the 1996 World Cup, and when Canadians panic they always reach for 
more grit and defense. 

Zamuner was a solid defensive forward and excellent penalty-killer who 
could play center or wing, and this was back when Bobby Clarke and the 
Team Canada braintrust wanted role players instead of just taking the 
most talented team possible. It’s worth noting that Zamuner’s selection, 
while controversial, certainly wasn’t shocking. In fact, as this excellent 
post details, he’d shown up on plenty of pre-tournament lists of possible 
picks. 

Also, he scored an Olympic goal from Joe Sakic and Wayne Gretzky. Did 
you ever do that? Didn’t think so. 

Zamuner’s linemates on the top unit will be two more defensive forwards: 
Kris Draper, who was on the 2004 and 2006 teams, and Brenden 
Morrow, who was there in 2004 and 2010. (And if you’re wondering 
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where Kirk Maltby is, he was also named to that 2004 team, but can’t be 
on our roster because he didn’t actually play.) 

We’ve got our shutdown unit in place, so let’s build a second line that can 
bang and crash. We’ll go with Todd Bertuzzi from the 2006 Olympics, 
Shane Doan from both 2004 and 2006, and Shayne Corson from both 
1991 and 1998. Yes, I realize they’re all wingers, but I’m not too worried, 
since their only assignment will be to stop arguing about how to spell 
Shane long enough to charge at whoever has the puck with elbows up 
and bad intentions. And since we clearly need more defense on this 
team, we’ll build a third line from Mike Peca (2002 Olympics), Dirk 
Graham (1991 Canada Cup) and Kenny “The Rat” Linseman (1981 
Canada Cup). 

We’re nine forwards in, and we’ve certainly got a group that will delight 
any modern coach who loves backchecking and hates fun, which is to 
say literally any modern coach. But I can’t help but feel like we need at 
least a little bit of offense on this team, since right now I think the top 
sniper on the entire roster might be Mike Smith. That’s the pesky thing 
about trying to win 1-0; at some point you need somebody who can get 
you the one. Fine, if you insist, let’s finish off the roster with some skill. 

I’ll start with another name you may have been expecting, even though 
he was better than you probably remember: Chris Kunitz, whose 
chemistry with Sidney Crosby landed him a spot on the 2014 Olympic 
team (where he had one point in six games). Call it family favoritism, but 
Kunitz didn’t deserve his reputation as some sort of best-on-best 
tagalong; he was a first-team All-Star in 2013. Still, he probably has to be 
on the team, and we’ll give him a linemate who looks the part in Ron 
Duguay, who was on the 1981 Canada Cup team and can also help us 
out if we need to sell any jeans. 

We have one spot left, and let me just say up front that this one is going 
to be controversial, even if the numbers say it shouldn’t be. Unlike 
Duguay, this guy never got to 40 goals in a season. He also never had 
70 points, and despite playing 13 seasons, he finished his career without 
even joining the 500-point club (a mark that Kunitz easily cleared). When 
this guy was picked for Team Canada, he was almost 30 years old and 
had played 10 seasons, and he didn’t even have 200 goals yet. Does 
that sound like a guy who should be on a best-of-the-best Team 
Canada? Didn’t think so. 

Our last spot goes to Paul Henderson. 

And yeah, that one actually worked out OK. I suppose we have to 
acknowledge the possibility that every once in a while, the people who 
pick these teams might know a little bit more about winning hockey than 
some sportswriter who gets winded from typing too hard. 

The showdown 

Here’s the roster we end up with, all guys who played for Team Canada 
in a best-on-best: 

Team Did-Play-For-Canada 

FORWARD FORWARD FORWARD 

Kris Draper 

Rob Zamuner 

Brenden Morrow 

Shayne Corson 

Todd Bertuzzi 

Shane Doan 

Dirk Graham 

 

Mike Peca 

Ken Linseman 

Chris Kunitz 

Ron Duguay 

Paul Henderson 

DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Lyle Odelein 

Randy Gregg 

Marty Turco 

Scott Hannan 

Eric Brewer 

Mike Smith 

Normand Rochefort 

Doug Crossman 

And as a reminder, here’s last week’s team of guys who didn’t: 

Team Never-Played-For-Canada 

FORWARD FORWARD FORWARD 

Dave Andreychuk 

Ron Francis 

Dino Ciccarelli 

Denis Savard 

Adam Oates 

Cam Neely 

Pierre Turgeon 

Bernie Federko 

Dale Hunter 

Charlie Simmer 

Jacques Lemaire 

Bernie Nicholls 

DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Kris Letang 

Mark Giordano 

Bernie Parent 

Randy Carlyle 

Steve Duchesne 

Mike Vernon 

Mike Green 

Brian Campbell 

So who wins? 

After crunching the analytics, considering the head-to-head matchups, 
and speaking to various experts around the hockey world, my conclusion 
is … well, this isn’t hard at all, right? Team Never should absolutely crush 
Team Did. I mean, it’s not remotely close. 

By my count, we’ve got nine Hall of Famers on Team Never, and not a 
single serious candidate on Team Did unless the Paul Henderson 
weirdos get their way someday. I’m pretty sure that Bertuzzi and Kunitz 
are the only postseason All-Star honors that Team Did can muster, while 
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Team Never matches that as soon as their starting goalie leads them 
onto the ice. And I’m not sure the coaching matchup of Al Arbour vs. 
Marc Crawford will make this any closer. 

Could Team Did pull off the upset? I suppose it’s possible. They’ve got 
the experience. And they’re definitely built to grind out a low-scoring 
game, after all. Maybe they lock it down, keep it close, and hang in the 
game long enough for Henderson to activate Clutch Mode. 

It could happen. I just don’t love their odds. But you tell me: Eight-game 
summit series between Team Never and Team Did, who you got? 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.19.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Return of former Flames captain Mark Giordano no 
ordinary homecoming 

 

Eric Francis, February 18, 2022, 9:42 AM 

 

This is not your average, run-of-the-mill homecoming. 

He isn’t your average, run-of-the-mill defenceman. 

Over the course of his storied ascension to captaincy in Calgary, Mark 
Giordano became one of the most beloved Flames in franchise history. 

So, yes, there will be a lengthy video tribute welcoming him back to the 
Saddledome Saturday when he makes his first regular season 
appearance as captain with the Seattle Kraken. 

The crowd will stand to salute the 38-year-old for his 15 years of 
yeoman’s service, as one of the fiercest and intense competitors the 
organization has ever seen. 

As someone who invested so much of his time in the community, the 
man who served eight years as captain here, will likely get emotional. 

After all, it wasn’t his choice to leave, making this return embrace a bit 
more complicated. 

Remaining Time -1:24 

‘He deserves a sold out crowd’ Tkachuk on only having 10,000 fans for 
Gio’s return 

Thickening the plot was the faint hope some fans had that he could 
potentially return to Calgary as a Flame, either as a trade-deadline 
acquisition or as a free agent this summer. 

That speculation ended earlier this week when Flames GM Brad Treliving 
acquired Tyler Toffoli from Montreal to bolster the team’s secondary 
scoring. 

It squeezed even more from an already tight cap situation, making it even 
harder to fathom the Flames would attempt to upset their lineup enough 
to fit Giordano’s $6.75-million salary in. 

The cost to rent Giordano would also likely include a first- or second-
rounder and prospect in exchange for his services down the stretch. 

The Flames weren’t willing to pay such a ransom in the summer to 
Seattle to prevent them from selecting Giordano in the expansion draft, 
so why would they pay it now? 

Besides, their first-rounder this summer now belongs to the Habs as part 
of the Toffoli deal. 

Fact is, the Flames’ current defensive group has proven conclusively it is 
more than capable of executing the style of play coach Darryl Sutter 

demands as part of an air-tight system made better by world-class 
netminding. 

Sure, a playoff run of any sort would require additional bodies on the blue 
line. 

But one wonders which defenceman Giordano would supplant, given 
how well each one has contributed in different ways to the organization’s 
stunning turnaround this season. 

None of this is to mention the questions surrounding how bringing back 
the former captain could potentially alter what is clearly a symbiotic 
dressing-room dynamic. 

No one questions whether he can help the Flames, but the cost is out of 
Calgary’s reach. 

There are far too many other suitors craving a chance to add the Norris 
Trophy winner’s passion and experience to their lineup, including teams 
such as Florida, Tampa Bay and even Edmonton. 

That last one is particularly hard to fathom. 

Giordano has a no-trade list of 10 teams that would likely prevent any 
such silliness involving the Oilers. 

Make no mistake, Giordano will almost certainly be traded. 

Things haven’t worked out in Seattle the way either side had hoped. 

There hasn’t been any Vegas-type magic for a franchise that has a long 
road ahead before it’s considered a playoff contender. 

Drafting and making Giordano the captain was the obvious move, with an 
aim of trying to teach a young squad how best to conduct themselves in-
game and in the community. 

But the preseason notion that perhaps Giordano would sign an extension 
in the Emerald City before ultimately moving to the team’s front office as 
the face of the franchise hasn’t materialized. 

Hour 1 – The Flames are bonkers right now! 

February 17 2022 

He still feels he has several good years left to play hockey. 

Kraken GM Ron Francis always knew that his backup plan with Giordano 
would be to swap the pending free agent for more building blocks. 

Giordano’s story as an undrafted OHLer and NHLer who had enrolled at 
York University’s business school before getting a late invite to Flames 
camp will never get old. 

Bolting to Russia during a contract impasse with Sutter only served to 
make him better and even more determined to prove doubters wrong. 

He is, and always will be, one of the greatest players ever to wear the 
Flaming C. 

He did so with great pride and poise, while immersing himself in the 
community with a fervor that garnered him international recognition via 
ESPN’s Muhammad Ali Sports Humanitarian Award. 

Having beaten the odds to live out almost every dream imaginable as a 
hockey player, Giordano’s desire to experience playoff success is still 
very much alive. 

The fact that he’ll get that chance somewhere other than with the team 
he captained for eight years is likely bittersweet. 

But none of that will taint the beauty of Saturday’s highly anticipated love-
in between a player who cherished his time here, and a city that felt the 
same. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.19.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jeff Gorton faces tall task of modernizing Canadiens on 
and off ice 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsFebruary 18, 2022, 8:57 AM 

 

MONTREAL – It’s one of the most captivating scenes in television 
history, if you can stomach watching another Aaron Sorkin character go 
off on a tangent. When fictional news anchor Will McAvoy (played by Jeff 
Daniels) berates a young woman for asking him to describe in one 
sentence why America is the greatest country in the world, in the opening 
scene of Sorkin’s The Newsroom, you can’t help but hang on his every 
word. 

Given that McAvoy blurts out close to 1,000 of them in a little over three 
minutes, I’ll just summarize for you. After giving a few half-hearted, fluffy 
answers and being coaxed to go into greater detail by the host of this 
three-person panel before a jam-packed student auditorium, McAvoy 
concludes that America is not the greatest country in the world anymore. 
He spits out damning evidence to support his claim and mocks everyone 
in the room for holding to the ideal that the country is still “star-spangled 
awesome,” as he puts it. He says that America “sure used to be” the 
greatest country in the world and, in acknowledging what made it so, 
plants the seeds for how the country can redeem the title. 

If you haven’t seen this masterpiece for yourself, mind the NSFW 
language and watch it here: 

I had watched this scene many times since The Newsroom first aired on 
HBO in 2012, though not recently. It just happened to rush back into my 
head when Kent Hughes, during his introductory press conference as 
Montreal Canadiens general manager on Jan. 19, explained he was 
finally persuaded to take his job when Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin 
had told him there was no turning down the New York Yankees of 
hockey. 

Yes, this remains the prestigious reputation of the 24-time Stanley Cup-
winning Canadiens – even through a 29-year championship drought and 
in the midst of what’s shaping up as the worst season of the team’s 112-
year existence. 

The thing is, Hughes, a former long-serving NHL agent, wouldn’t have 
been sharing that anecdote from that stage near centre ice at the Bell 
Centre if that reputation was still based in reality. 

Jeff Gorton, who hired Hughes weeks after Canadiens owner Geoff 
Molson shed his own idealistic view of his franchise, fired general 
manager Marc Bergevin on Nov. 28 and tasked Gorton with bringing the 
organization back to prominence, wouldn’t have been present either. The 
53-year-old Bostonian holds the title of executive vice president of 
hockey operations, but the hope is that Gorton’s prior experience will 
enable him to also address all the other things that have had the 
Canadiens distance themselves so much from their reputation. 

It has to be a thorough job because what’s happened this season isn’t 
just the product of a poorly constructed and broken roster. You can’t pin 
the Canadiens being so much worse than they were expected to be 
exclusively on the long-term absences of leaders Shea Weber, Carey 
Price and Joel Edmundson. They haven’t lost 40 of 49 games just 
because they’ve had to place more players in COVID-19 protocol and 
deal with more injuries than most other teams in the NHL. And they 
haven’t been listless through much of it just because of poor coaching. 
The problems extend beyond the ice, or even the hockey department. 

It’s why Gorton hasn’t just been evaluating his players through his short 
time with the Canadiens. He’s also been evaluating everything else. 

He knows there’s more to rebuild than just the roster. 

“I think that there was a little bit of an old-school feel to this organization,” 
Gorton said in an interview with Sportsnet last Friday. 

Remaining Time -0:37 

Why Canadiens just felt like the right fit for Jeff Gorton 

The soft-spoken, approachable, well-humoured, smart and analytical 
executive, as he’s been described by people who know him best, was 
being polite. Gorton knew before, and he knows even better now, that 
taking the Canadiens – a team that doesn’t even currently employ a skills 
coach or have an in-house analytics department -- from analog to digital 
is going to be an enormous undertaking. He knows that they were the 15-
minutes-early-to-a-meeting type who built their reputation over decades 
as industry leaders in nearly every department, but also that they’ve been 
running late for too long and must now sprint to catch up. 

The pandemic has understandably helped put them in this position – both 
on the hockey side and on the player relations side. Multiple sources 
over the past few weeks intimated to Sportsnet that, in their opinions, 
COVID-19 and Quebec’s ever-changing (and mostly severe) restrictions 
had somewhat paralyzed the organization. “Communication was 
practically non-existent with families, and it really fell off since the start of 
last season,” said one person who requested anonymity. “Nutrition for the 
players has really slipped,” said another. 

If the revelation that players were taking home bagged sandwiches from 
the team’s world-class practice facility was somewhat jarring, the one 
that Uber Eats and DoorDash had become meal providers of choice on 
the road was less so. As Gorton noted, the Canadiens, like all teams in 
Canada, had been bubbled for the majority of their time abroad since 
2020—restricted to their hotel rooms and put in a position where leaning 
on room service and delivery became somewhat of a necessity. 

Still, he’s not running from the reality that in addition to affecting day-to-
day operations of the hockey club and putting a massive dent in the 
revenue it was earning, the pandemic served as a stress test that 
exposed pre-existing problems in the organization that required 
intervention. 

Molson clearly understood, hence the turnover in the front office. 

Since it’s happened, Gorton has been meeting with his players to not 
only get to know them and gauge whether or not they wish to move on or 
remain with the team, but also to gather feedback on what the Canadiens 
can improve. He and Hughes have been taking notes, and he’s come 
away from those conversations saying, “There’s got to be a different way 
of thinking from us.” 

“I think the players have to know that we care about them on and off the 
ice,” Gorton said. “It's the way the world works now. Listen, this is a huge 
part of the game. I think you do have to make sure the players know that 
we're fully invested to do everything we can to take care of everything off 
the ice that they need, which includes their families. And it’s the little 
things, but they’re big things – whether it’s taking care of their living 
arrangements, they need doctors. ... Whatever they need, they need to 
know that we're able to handle that. Ultimately, I think the thing to say is, 
we can take care of everything away from the ice and just let them 
concentrate on being good hockey players. And I think when they show 
up every day and it's a positive environment, that we’re taking care of 
their nutritional needs and their workouts, that’s something too. We’re 
going to have the proper planning in place with everything so that 
everyone understands that we're doing the right things on and off the ice. 
And we need to take care of the families. 

“I think one of the reasons why I was brought in here was to address that 
off-ice piece. And having my background be in New York and Boston – a 
couple of organizations that are known for how they do things off the ice, 
as well as for their players – that's going to help us as we move forward.” 

The former GM of the Rangers, who previously worked his way up from 
intern to interim GM of the Bruins, detailed more of what that will involve. 
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Hiring more people to serve in concierge roles is part of it. Not that the 
Canadiens don’t already employ anyone like that – someone to help with 
travel questions, to offer guidance to families new to Montreal on where 
to get what, to connect players and their significant others to key services 
– it’s just that it’s a job for more than one person. 

The same applies to the rest of the organization. 

“Listen, I think there's a lot of good people here that are in their roles,” 
Gorton said. “I've noticed that people are working really hard. I just think 
that, in some areas, we're spread a little thin.” 

Remaining Time -1:51 

Canadiens not surprised with Toffoli trade, trust management plan 

This is most evident in hockey operations, where Molson has tasked 
Gorton and Hughes with expanding amateur and professional scouting, 
analytics and, the most neglected department of player development. 

“In player development, we have a couple people in place that are really 
good at what they do,” Gorton said. “Rob Ramage is great, Frankie 
Bouillon is great, but we need much more. They're getting contact with 
the players and keeping in touch with them, and that's great. But the 
other piece is building out development plans. And we need the skills 
part, too. We need much more of that.” 

Molson, who is currently paying Gorton and Hughes on five-year 
contracts, paying Bergevin and former coaches Claude Julien and 
Dominique Ducharme for the remainder of their contracts, and paying 
new coach Martin St. Louis through at least the end of this season, will 
spare no expense. Not on this, and not in diversifying the front office, 
improving communications and building out a mental-health team, as he 
pledged upon hiring Gorton. 

“From my first meeting with Geoff, he was very clear that he knows we 
need to make changes,” affirmed Gorton. “He said, ‘You need to go find 
the best people to surround yourself with and build a first-class 
organization.' It has been great, and every time I’ve talked to him, he 
wants to know what might be next and what I need. He's been really 
supportive.” 

The owner made a progressive move hiring former RDS reporter Chantal 
Machabee as vice president of communications in January, and she’s 
already helped the Canadiens out of the dark ages by facilitating more 
one-on-one interviews in a six-week period than anyone before her has 
over the last 40 years -- a fact she proudly shared with us last week after 
consulting the team’s kept records on this. Bringing on Gorton and 
helping to hire Hughes was more forward-thinking action from Molson. 

He knows they’ll need time to push the Canadiens ahead in their 
departments. 

As Gorton explained, he and Hughes have already started. For example, 
he said they’ve met with many candidates to head up their analytics 
department. He said that’s a priority but also assured they have sufficient 
access to analytics to carry them through the March 21 trade deadline. 
And he added that even if they’ve met with “several bright people,” and 
would like to put someone in place soon, they aren’t rushing to hire 
before ensuring they have the right person. 

“Some of them are brilliant but don't have a hockey background or a feel 
for the game,” Gorton said. “It’s hard to have that all in one, but you need 
that overlap. I believe you have to have some hockey background, really 
know the game. You have to have a deeper understanding of how it all 
works to be able to sell to each department on what you think is 
important.” 
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Suzuki happy to be part of Canadiens' rebuild, hopes it doesn't take 5 
years 

Hiring the people the new head of analytics will be talking to is an active 
pursuit, but one somewhat delayed by circumstances beyond Gorton or 
Hughes’ control. 

“The timing of everything is always difficult right here in the middle of the 
season,” Gorton said. “Some of the best people work for other teams. 
Maybe they need a promotion, and they have to go to another team to 
get one. So, just not jumping in with just anybody here; we're trying to 
build the very best, top-of-the-line program. 

“It's been a little slower than I probably would have thought, but it makes 
sense with people working; a lot of people don’t get the freedom to leave 
their teams, not everybody gets permission mid-season. And I totally 
understand, especially in amateur scouting. That's the draft – there's 
privacy issues about their lists and everything. I've been on the other 
side, and I get it. 

“We're making changes that are going to happen – whether it's this week 
or a month or two months or six months, whatever, they're going to 
happen over time.” 

Once they do, the emphasis will be on harmonizing each silo of hockey 
operations. 

“Both Kent and I really understand the importance of everything aligning,” 
Gorton said. “It's up to us to build an aligned operation that understands 
how important everything is. We need to align everything, and we’ve 
started to. I think we're very open with our staff in meetings; we talk all 
the time about the importance that we all need each other. 

“Each department is gonna intertwine here, and I don't think it's gonna be 
hard. I really don't. I think the way hockey is now, everyone has this thirst 
to get better and move together. We all understand the importance of 
analytics, we understand the importance of player development; it's just a 
matter of building both the right way and bringing it all together. 

“For example, we now have Marty, and I think Marty is really good about 
wanting to know what else is going on in the game. He's asking us about 
players in the minors and everything, so he's going to be part of it too. 
The coaching staff has to understand and know everything eventually 
about the development plans and everything we're doing with the 
development staff. To me, the modern coach is going to want to know the 
history of the player – from the time we got him until the time he gets up 
with the team.” 
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Instant Analysis: Why did the Canadiens replace Ducharme with St. 
Louis? 

Modern is the operative word there, and Gorton has shown no fear of 
breaking with convention to help modernize the Canadiens. His decisions 
to bring on Hughes (who had no previous experience in hockey 
operations) and St. Louis, the Hall of Fame player who had never 
coached above the pee-wee level, speak to that. 

The former is here long-term, and Gorton wants the latter to be as well. 

“I just think Marty is just a special person,” he said. “You meet a lot of 
people in this world. Some people you meet, you just know that whatever 
they do they're going to be successful. That’s Marty. He’s going to help 
with culture, the team, everything.” 

As for changes coming on the ice, Gorton said there will be many, but 
added he’s not intending to strip the roster down to the screws. 

“I came to a team that just went to the Stanley Cup Final, so obviously 
there's some really good players,” he said. “And it’s a weird set of 
circumstances that have happened and piled up this year, and I totally 
get that. I don't think we're in a position where we just blow everybody 
out of here and start over, because that's unrealistic. You have a lot of 
players that are good players that for whatever reason, whether it’s 
injuries or COVID, (this season) just hasn't been up to their standards. 
What's that tell you? That their value is probably a little lower than it 
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usually is. To trade everybody at a lesser value than they really are, even 
though they have some term left, I don't think we’ll do that. 

“I think what we do, and what we're doing, is we’re gauging the value of 
our players. Figure out, ‘Okay, is that worth it now? Or is it worth it maybe 
later?’ Right now, we're in that feeling-out transition phase of getting the 
value of everybody in our organization. That's a natural thing that you do 
anyway. But yeah, we're not gonna go scorched earth here and 
completely blow up everything. We have good players here. We just 
have to identify which ones to move forward with.” 

In conjunction, the intention is to build a robust and healthy organization. 
“A first-class one,” and “a skilled, fast, really competitive hockey team 
that is a tough every night and plays hard,” Gorton said. 

“Once it becomes like that, it’s going to stay that way for a while,” Gorton 
added. “We're going to build it so that we can sustain success.” 

Step 1 – recognizing there is a problem in order to solve one, as McAvoy 
surmises in that great opening Newsroom scene – has already been 
taken. 

Several more steps must be walked for the Canadiens to redeem the 
place they previously held in the hockey world for so long. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.19.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers under Woodcroft are 'putting the work in and they're 
getting rewarded for it' 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 18, 2022, 4:43 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s a two-step process when you are a coach taking 
over an NHL team midseason, the way Bruce Boudreau did in Vancouver 
or Jay Woodcroft has in Edmonton. 

The first thing you need to acquire belongs to the players and has 
several pseudonyms: Respect. Buy-in. Belief. 

It’s theirs, and you’ve got to make it yours. 

In Edmonton, Woodcroft had a leg up because of the many relationships 
he had forged as an assistant coach with the Oilers from 2015-18, and 
with much of the rest of the Oilers roster as the head coach in Bakersfield 
for the past three-plus seasons. 

The second thing you require begets the first: Success. 

The changes Woodcroft has asked for has helped his team. Four in a 
row to be exact. 

When it works, they buy in. Period. 

“Everybody's contributing. Everybody's on the same page,” said winger 
Zach Hyman. “I think the forwards are helping the D coming through the 
middle, and the D are kind of able to hold their line and hold their gap. 
And I think that, as a forward on the other end, that's frustrating when a 
team is able to keep you from entering the zone.” 

Never mind that Todd McLellan, Ken Hitchcock and Dave Tippett all 
asked for the same thing: five players connected to each other in every 
zone; forwards who backcheck hard to help the defencemen; and a spirit 
of playing for each other, not just with each other. 

But because you are the new guy, the players are an open and slightly 
embarrassed palette, ready to prove that they can deliver the qualities to 
the new guy that the old guy somehow could not extract. 

Look, it’s safe to say that Woodcroft is a little late to get a patent on 
instructions like, “Let’s make zone entries more difficult.” Or “How about 
we work a little harder here?” 

However, the trust he has earned as that former assistant who helped 
the McDavids, Draisaitls and Nugent-Hopkins’ become better players still 
exists upon his return to the Oilers. And all those kids that played for him 
in Bakersfield — whose reward for listening to and learning from 
Woodcroft in the AHL was a job in the NHL — their ears are open as 
well. 

So history has helped with the buy-in, and Woodcroft’s ability to decipher 
exactly what ails this Oilers team has led to a 4-0 start — also known as 
success. 

“The style we’re asking our players to play is a demanding one,” 
Woodcroft said on Friday, just a few hours before his team boarded a 
charter to Winnipeg for Saturday afternoon’s game against the Jets. 
“There are principles in our game that we’re going to continue to hammer 
on, (but) I think you can positively reinforce some of the good things that 
are happening in the game. 

“And for our players to be playing this style and to have success, I think 
It’s almost a virtuous loop. Because they're putting the work in and 
they're getting rewarded for it. They're seeing the link between the work 
ethic and the results.” 

From a Vicious Cycle to a Virtuous Loop. 

If this keeps up, that will be the title for the book on the Oilers 2021-22 
season. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“I mean, new coaches and new systems and stuff ... ,” began 
defenceman Cody Ceci. “I think the biggest thing is that guys are just, 
they're buying in again. They’re really paying attention to detail, working 
really hard.” 

Again, Dave Tippett asked for those qualities. But the fact the players 
stopped delivering them defines the failure between a coach and his 
roster. 

It ends this way on every team for every coach. Some just last longer 
than others. 

Woodcroft is not naïve to that. Not as a coach whose title does is 
officially prefaced with the word “interim.” But as a guy who is, 
nonetheless, not signed to be the Oilers head coach next season and 
beyond, and will not be if he does not earn that contract over the 
remainder of this season. 

“Well, I think when I began as a head coach, I wanted to make sure I was 
going to be myself. So, I'm not going to try and be anybody that I’m not,” 
said the extraordinarily confident rookie bench boss, whose 1,000-plus 
games as an NHL assistant affords him that quality. 

That job — especially when he was McLellan’s assistant here in 
Edmonton — has set the table for success now. 

Remaining Time -2:00 

Oilers Roundup: Jay Woodcroft now 4-0 and Oilers climbing up the 
standings 

“One of the best parts about being an assistant coach is the rapport that 
you create,” he said, “in the little conversations you have during extra 
work on and off the ice. I was able to create those relationships when I 
was an assistant coach here, and I don't just turn them off because I’m 
now in the position that I’m in. There’s history. 
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“But to me,” he concluded, “the biggest difference between being an 
assistant coach and a head coach is the difference between having an 
opinion and being the one who has to make the final decision.” 

So far he has made all the right calls, pushed all the right buttons. 

Make it last, and he’ll be running training camp here next fall. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blake Wheeler's recent hot play firing up Winnipeg Jets' 
playoff hopes 

 

February 18, 2022, 8:33 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - There was more than a hint of defiance detected in the tone 
of Winnipeg Jets captain Blake Wheeler's answer to a question about 
how his season has quickly turned around. 

It was not thinly veiled, nor was it accidental. 

One of the many things Wheeler has shown over his 11 seasons with the 
Jets is that he often wears his emotions on his sleeve. 

On occasion, he also takes criticism – or even perceived criticism – 
personally. 

It’s one of the many places Wheeler looks for fuel to stoke his 
competitive fire. 

When a reporter was clearly looking for a nugget about how Wheeler has 
been able to put together three multi-point games in his past four, piling 
up 11 points in the process, he views it instead as an attack on his slow 
start. 

This is part of what makes Wheeler tick and part of what allows him to 
continue to wage his battle against Father Time. 

No, he’s not trying to convince himself he’s still got it or making a case to 
perhaps change the opinion of detractors. 

It’s not false bravado, either. 

It’s a surefire belief that he can still be an important contributor on a team 
with playoff aspirations. 

“I mean, is this anything new?” Wheeler asked rhetorically after scoring a 
goal and adding an assist in a 5-3 victory over the Seattle Kraken on 
Thursday night. “I don’t mean that arrogantly, I just mean that ... I just 
have a lot of confidence in the guys I play with. I play a lot of minutes and 
I just feel like, in time, it’s going to come. 

“I haven’t really gotten off to good starts the last couple of years and just 
stuck with it. Those things really don’t mean a whole lot to me and I said 
those things at the beginning of the year, too. It’s about contributing to 
wins and that’s what feels good. Ultimately, if you’re productive and 
you’re losing, what does it matter? It’s nice to play well when the team’s 
playing well.” 

And there’s the rub. 

Remaining Time -5:35 

NHL Highlights: Jets 5, Kraken 3 

When Wheeler isn’t as productive as we’ve come to expect, the Jets 
haven’t done a great job of picking up the slack. 

There have been plenty of moments of frustration for Wheeler this 
season, whether that was a bout with COVID-19 in the early stages or a 

knee injury that kept him sidelined for nine games between Dec. 10 and 
Jan. 19. 

For whatever reason, it was tough for Wheeler to find the back of the net, 
as his first goal came in the 22nd game of the season. 

On the night he snapped the drought, just three games after celebrating 
his 1,000th NHL game, Wheeler got hurt on a strange play in front of the 
Jets net – getting tangled up with teammate Nathan Beaulieu and 
Vancouver Canucks forward Vasili Podkolzin. 

Although he felt fortunate the injury wasn’t worse, the setback put 
Wheeler in a position of trying to make up for lost time as he was out of 
the lineup for the longest span of his career. 

That he’s back to producing at nearly a point-per-game pace (32 points in 
34 games, at the age of 35) is a testament to his work ethic. 

“I see the same thing I see from him every single day. True leadership, 
true commitment to the game, every single day he brings it,” said Jets 
backup goalie Eric Comrie, who was sporting a Team Canada jersey with 
the name and number of Ann-Renee Desbiens on the back as a nod to 
the gold-medal winning performance of the women’s Olympic hockey 
team. “Whether it’s practice or in the gym, he’s truly the best captain I’ve 
had. He means so much to this group. I don’t think people see what he 
does behind the scenes as much as they can. I wish you guys had 24-
hour access to us to see what he does for us behind the scenes. 

“Just picking up guys, making sure they’re working hard. And he’s always 
the first guy in that gym and really working hard on the ice and just 
driving. Just driving and a great role model for everyone on the team.” 

Speaking of Comrie, playing for just the second time since Dec. 10, he 
did his part, steadying the ship after the Jets fell behind 2-0 in the first 
period and finishing with 20 saves while improving to 5-2-1 overall. 

“We're comfortable with Eric in the net. And what goalies understand is 
the schedule sometimes determines how often they get in the net, and 
our schedule is set up with days in between and we've had long stretches 
where we didn't play games and you could ride your starter, and that's 
what we did,” said Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry. “(Thursday) was 
an opportunity for Eric to come back in. He played great when he was in 
St. Louis. He played another solid game for us.” 

Much of the recent discussion surrounding the Jets of late revolved 
around a sputtering offence that was held to two goals or fewer 21 times 
over 46 games. 

But after scoring just once in a 3-1 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks, the 
Jets have exploded for 13 goals over the past two games to move from 
the bottom third of the NHL in goals per game (22nd) to the middle third 
(17th). 

Those goals included a shorthanded marker from fourth-liner Dominic 
Toninato, one each at even strength from Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
Wheeler, an empty-netter from Kyle Connor and the game-winner from 
defenceman Josh Morrissey. 

Now that’s a prime example of a balanced attack. 

The Jets also showed impressive restraint and discipline in this game at 
a time when emotions revved high. 

Jets centre Mark Scheifele was on the receiving end of a dangerous 
check from behind by Kraken forward Yanni Gourde at 15:24 of the 
second period. 

Scheifele was fortunate to not be injured on the play, since he was in a 
vulnerable position and driven awkwardly into the boards from a 
considerable distance away. 

A melee ensued, with Scheifele immediately dropping his gloves and 
trying to get at Gourde. When the scrum eventually settled down, the 
Jets came away with a two-minute power play. 
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“Scheifele was definitely in a bad spot and those are the ones you don’t 
particularly like to see and the ones we’re trying to get rid of,” said 
Wheeler. “But they still happen and it is what it is and they made the call. 
Too bad we couldn’t capitalize on the power play.” 

Scheifele was understandably livid, believing Gourde should have been 
given a major penalty instead of a boarding minor, but his plea to the 
officials was dismissed. 

The conversation wasn’t over when the two players reached the penalty 
box and an animated Scheifele wasn’t shy about voicing his opinion. 

Given the changes to the rules, it was surprising a major penalty wasn’t 
handed out to Gourde, considering the referees have the ability to review 
the play in question. 

As far as injuries go, the Jets were without Andrew Copp, who missed 
the game with a suspected head injury after taking a hit from Minnesota 
Wild forward Jordan Greenway on Wednesday night and lost fellow 
forward Cole Perfetti to a suspected upper-body injury after being hit 
(cleanly) by Kraken blue-liner Jamie Oleksiak in the third period on 
Thursday. 

A more detailed update on the status of both Copp and Perfetti is 
expected on Friday. 

With the victory, the Jets won consecutive games for the first time since 
early January and pulled within three points of the Los Angeles Kings in 
the chase for the final playoff spot in the Western Conference. 

More stiff tests are on the horizon, but for a team that was recently nine 
points out, progress is being made – a claim backed up by a 4-1-1 record 
coming out of the All-Star break and a 5-2-1 mark over the past eight 
games. 

“Obviously, we know where we’re at in the standings, and we need points 
and wins right now,” said Morrissey. “I’ve liked where our game has been 
at since we’ve come back from the break, for the most part.” 

Narrowing the focus seems to have helped put the Jets in the proper 
frame of mind for this steep climb up the mountain. 

“I think the big thing that we have to do is we can’t wait and wake up in 
the morning and see if we got any help,” said Lowry. “If we can stay in 
the moment and play the way we are playing, we will give ourselves an 
opportunity.” 

That next opportunity comes on Saturday afternoon when the Jets host 
Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers in what will be the third and 
final meeting of the season series. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ottawa Senators blueline a jumble in progress without ace 
defenceman Thomas Chabot 

 

Wayne Scanlan, February 18, 2022, 11:26 AM 

 

Let’s begin this column with a moment of appreciation for Thomas 
Chabot. 

For a bunch of reasons, but mostly because he makes the game look 
easy, the Senators’ smooth and classy defenceman is among the most 
overlooked elite defenceman in the NHL. 

Playing nearly 27 minutes per game (26:51), Chabot, 25, is one of the 
few plus players on the Senators despite logging all those minutes on a 
team with a goal differential of -24. 

When Drake Batherson got hurt on that reckless hit from then-Buffalo 
goalie Aaron Dell and was unable to attend the NHL All-Star Game, 
Chabot could have been a rightful replacement. Captain Brady Tkachuk, 
also an excellent option, went instead. Maybe the team wanted to give 
Chabot a badly needed weekend off. 

Regardless, the loss of Chabot this week, shaken up on a massive but 
clean hit from the Capitals’ Tom Wilson last Sunday, has dramatically 
impacted the Senators. It was most apparent in Tuesday’s 5-2 loss to St. 
Louis, but also in Thursday’s grimy 3-1 win over the Sabres in Buffalo, 
where head coach D.J. Smith scrambled his D-pairings like breakfast 
eggs to find something that worked. 

Minus Chabot, there is no anchor on the blueline. Chabot’s minutes were 
spread out among the rest of the blueline corps, which, let’s be honest – 
is not close to how it will look when this team has more of its long-term 
pieces in place over the next couple of seasons. 

Against Buffalo, six minor penalties – three by Erik Brannstrom – meant 
defence and penalty killing was at a premium. Tellingly, Nick Holden, 
arguably Ottawa’s steadiest defenceman this season, played the most 
minutes – an almost Chabot-like 25:15. That Holden also chipped in with 
two assists is what you call a big bonus. 

Zach Sanford, Austin Watson and Brady Tkachuk, into an empty net, 
scored the Senators goals. Ottawa gave up an early power-play goal 
before scoring three unanswered. 

“We got better as the game went on,” Watson said. 

Smith said the team took a page from the St. Louis Blues in learning how 
to shut down the Sabres in the third period. 

Despite Chabot’s absence, and partly because of it, prospects like Jacob 
Bernard-Docker and Lassi Thomson remain in AHL Belleville. The 
organization doesn’t want those two exposed, if it can be helped, without 
Chabot in the lineup. 

Before the game in Buffalo, Smith said he would prefer to have Bernard-
Docker and Thomson in Ottawa when the roster is healthier and Ottawa 
is more competitive. He doesn’t want them having to defend at a time 
when the Senators are missing star players Chabot, Josh Norris and 
Batherson. 

“When we have them here, we have the puck more,” Smith said. 
“(Bernard-Docker, Thomson) will be back up here, but I think putting 
them in the right spot is key.” 

Smith went on to support the plan of getting his rookie defencemen more 
professional minutes in the AHL. 

“The American Hockey League is the best development league there is,” 
Smith said. “There’s a reason so many players have gone through the 
AHL.” 

Of course, the trade deadline and potential move of a veteran or two 
could change the makeup of Ottawa’s roster in late March. Whatever 
happens, Smith says he is looking forward to getting some of the team’s 
prized prospects here to “see what we have” for the future. 

In the present ... Chabot is out with an “upper-body” injury and should be 
back soon, but Smith reiterated he is not taking any chances with 
Chabot, Norris or Shane Pinto (recovering from shoulder surgery), and 
wants them at 100 per cent before putting them back in the lineup. 

Centres Colin White (shoulder) and Norris look to be among the first of 
the injured forwards to return. Both are back skating. Norris on his own, 
and White with the full group. He is slated for a late February return to 
action. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 
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In the short term, Ottawa’s blueline is a patchwork quilt. Against all odds, 
Josh Brown continues to get valuable playing time, while Brannstrom and 
Victor Mete saw their minutes reduced in Thursday’s shorthanded 
special. 

Brannstrom did have two assists against the Blues and has looked good 
quarterbacking the first power-play unit in the absence of Chabot, but 
Smith wants to see Brannstrom shoot more. He had zero shots on goal 
against St. Louis and Buffalo. 

“He’s got to get pucks to the net,” Smith said. “Guys who get points in 
this league get pucks to the net, you’ve got to shoot the puck. It’s tough 
to pass it to a goal, it happens. But most of the time it comes off shots for 
the D. So, the more shots he can get to the net, the more success he’ll 
have.” 

Fans in Ottawa who are aware of the prospect pipeline can’t help but 
think of this current blueline allotment as place holders until the future D-
corps arrives. Up front, a lot of the pieces are already in place with 
Tkachuk, Norris, Batherson, Tim Stützle, Pinto et al. 

But on the blueline, Chabot and Artem Zub might be the only regulars 
who will still be here in a couple of years time. Veteran Holden, who 
recently signed a contract extension to cover next season, has been a 
nice addition and brings a calming presence. 

As early as next fall, it is possible to imagine blueline pairings of Chabot-
Zub, Jake Sanderson-Holden, Bernard-Docker and Thomson. Nikita 
Zaitsev will still be here if he and his contract aren’t moved. A little further 
down the road, big Tyler Kleven of the University of North Dakota is 
going to be a key physical element. 

Where does Brannstrom fit in? It could be that he doesn’t. 

For now, little "Branny" is getting a huge opportunity with Chabot out. He 
will have to stay out of the box if he is going to stay out of Smith’s 
doghouse. 
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TSN.CA / Flames’ gamble on Giordano is paying off 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The Calgary Flames losing captain Mark Giordano to the Seattle Kraken 
was one of the biggest surprises of the National Hockey League’s 
expansion draft in July. 

It was a sensible pick for the Kraken – an aging but ultra-effective 
defender who could provide a significant veteran presence for the 
expansion team. 

The decision to expose Giordano could not have been an easy one for 
Calgary. At the time of the draft, the team was very much in win-now 
mode, so punting arguably the most capable defender on your roster 
runs counter to that strategy. 

Over the preceding five-year sample, Calgary was +68 goals with 
Giordano on the ice, and -47 goals when he wasn’t playing, comfortably 
one of the biggest differentials you could find across the league. 

Calgary opting to expose Giordano meant protecting Chris Tanev 
alongside Noah Hanifin and Rasmus Andersson. It’s fair to say there 
wasn’t an easy choice for Calgary here, but it’s also reasonable to 
acknowledge the team gambled that it would be able to manage without 
Giordano. Whether that was a bet on its own players, on Giordano’s 
aging curve, or a combination of factors is up for debate. 

What’s less up for debate is the impact that decision has had. Calgary is 
exploding up the Western Conference pecking order, even surpassing an 
injured-but-capable Vegas Golden Knights team for first place in the 
Pacific Division. The primary reason for the team’s 28-13-6 record is a 
third-ranked even-strength unit that continues to dictate pace and play 
under head coach Darryl Sutter. 

One of the key reasons why Calgary is so dominant at even strength is 
each five-man unit can play in both directions; that requires a minimum of 
two higher-calibre defensive pairings, and ideally all three are capable of 
playing in that manner. 

That’s precisely what Calgary is showing this season: 

The pairing of Erik Gudbranson and Nikita Zadorov stands out because it 
is a bit more specialized – this isn’t a group of high-end puck movers, but 
rather the type of low-cost pairing you deploy in tough defensive minutes 
and hope you don’t get killed. To Gudbranson and Zadorov’s credit, the 
Flames have been an average even-strength team with them on the ice, 
trading goals with their opponents. 

It's usually a good sign when your third pairing is trading goals, 
particularly if the defenders you are paying to drive performance are 
doing just that. Calgary’s top two pairings have crushed all season, in 
stark contrast to Giordano’s play for the Kraken this season. 

I won’t be beating up Giordano for the diving goal differentials this 
season. The Kraken goaltending has been beyond dysfunctional, and 
every mistake (and then some) on the ice has led to a goal against. 

But that’s why the expected goal trends are intriguing. Giordano looks 
much better there, as one would expect, but still pales in comparison to 
the Calgary’s top four. You could argue that the talent around Giordano 
has diminished relative to what he had around him in Calgary, but it fails 
to acknowledge that Giordano was fifth amongst defencemen in 
expected goals on the Calgary roster last season. Said another way: 
there were signs that his performance, likely due to aging and mileage, 
was starting to slip. 

Twenty-eight pairings have played at least 500 minutes together this 
season, including all three Calgary groups. Calgary’s pairings rank first, 
second and fourth in expected goals. But more importantly, that puck 
dominance – a combination of controlled offensive-zone pressure and 
strong interior defensive play off the puck – has driven those big scoring 
chance differentials into goal dominance. 

In the case of Tanev and Oliver Kylington, significantly so. Only the 
Radko Gudas and Gustav Forsling pairing in Florida (playing 
predominantly with the Jonathan Huberdeau line) has seen better 
numbers year-to-date: 

It’s impossible to be a great defensive pairing without having some 
combination of credible attacking options or gifted defensive forwards in 
front of you, and that’s in some ways a testament to what the Flames 
forwards have accomplished. But a great unit requires competency on all 
sides of the table; there is a reason the Darnell Nurse and Evan 
Bouchard pairing has been outscored this year despite having regular 
access to Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Sutter has been able to create multiple five-man units that are 
comfortably playoff-calibre. That was absolutely an open question in the 
wake of Giordano’s departure. But the Flames, and the team’s blueline in 
particular, have met the challenge in an extraordinary way. 

Data via Natural Stat Trick, Evolving Hockey, NHL.com, HockeyViz 
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