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Timing is right for Hurricanes, Penguins to meet, with the Metro Division on the line 

By Chip Alexander 

Nearly three weeks into February, the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Pittsburgh Penguins finally are facing off. 

All it took was an NHL COVID-related rescheduling to have 
Sunday’s game. 

Go figure. Good timing, though. 

The Hurricanes have 70 points — and the best point 
percentage (.729) in the Metropolitan Division. The Penguins 
also have 70 points, having played three more games than 
the Canes — not that Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour is 
keeping count or has a close eye on the standings. 

“Pretty much zero, because it’s so irrelevant at this point,” 
Brind’Amour said Saturday. “I mean, I’ll look at it when we 
get down to the end but right now you’ve got to go play your 
game, win your game. If you win enough of them, your points 
don’t really matter.” 

Under the NHL’s initial schedule for 2021-22, the Canes and 
Pens were to have played their first game even later — 
March 4 at PNC Arena. That was before the Canes had 
seven games postponed because of the COVID-19 issues 
affecting the team and the league. 

The NHL rescheduled the postponed games for February 
after the decision not to allow its players from competing in 
the Beijing Winter Olympics. And in a curious move, the 
league also shifted the April 29 Carolina-at-Pittsburgh game 
to Sunday. 

The Canes (33-11-4) were to have closed out the regular 
season with the game at Pittsburgh (31-12-8). Instead, they’ll 
have a home game against the New Jersey Devils. 

“It’s kind of weird how we’ve gotten most of the Western 
(games) over with,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook said 
Saturday. “There’s going to be a lot of divisional games the 
rest of the way.” 

Hurricanes Have History with Pittsburgh 

The Canes last played Pittsburgh on March 8, 2020, just 
before the pandemic shut down the NHL and nearly 
everything else. The two did not meet during the 2020 
Stanley Cup playoffs in the Toronto bubble, nor during the 
condensed 2021 season when the Canes won the newly 
formed Central Division and the Pens finished first in the 
East Division. 

Nine of the players in the Carolina lineup that day in 2020 will 
not be in it Sunday afternoon for the 1 p.m. start. That 
includes former captain Justin Williams, who has retired, and 
defenseman Jake Gardiner, who is on Long Term Injured 
Reserve for Carolina. 

Williams scored twice and Gardiner had a goal as the Canes 
took a 6-2 win at PPG Paints Arena. But the star that day for 

the Canes was rookie forward Morgan Geekie, who had two 
goals and an assist in his NHL debut. That helped make a 
winner of another rookie, goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Geekie was taken by the Seattle Kraken in the 2021 
expansion draft and Nedeljkovic traded to Detroit after last 
season. Also playing for the Canes that day: Haydn Fleury, 
Joel Edmundson, Warren Foegele and Trevor van 
Riemsdyk. 

Team Connections 

One player who was in the Canes lineup will be in 
Pittsburgh’s lineup Sunday: Brock McGinn. It should be an 
emotional game for the forward, who was drafted by Carolina 
in 2012 and developed into a reliable NHL player, but left 
after last season to sign a four-year, $11 million free-agent 
contract with the Pens. 

“I’m excited to play against him but I also know what kind of 
player he is and I know it’s hard to play against him,” 
Martinook said. “It was tough to see him leave but I’m so 
happy he’s doing well there. That’s a lifetime friend there.” 

The Pens’ Sidney Crosby and the Canes’ Jordan Staal are 
longtime friends and won the Stanley Cup together in 2009. 
Crosby scored his 500th career goal, a huge personal 
milestone, Tuesday against the Philadelphia Flyers and has 
21 points (nine goals, 12 assists) in his last 14 games. 

“It’s always fun playing against the top players, no matter 
who it is,” Staal said Saturday. “He’s a player who can do a 
lot of dangerous things very quickly to make you look 
foolish.” 

Vincent Trocheck Update 

Brind’Amour was not sure Saturday if center Vincent 
Trocheck would be able to play in the back-to-back that 
includes a Monday game at Philadelphia, saying he was 
“hopeful.” Trocheck, a Pittsburgh native, was injured Friday 
in the Canes’ 5-3 win over Nashville and did not practice 
Saturday. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi moved up to Trocheck’s spot on the 
second line centering Steven Lorentz and Martin Necas. 
Kotkaniemi scored his 10th goal of the season Friday in the 
win over the Predators. 

“He played well and we needed that obviously when ‘Troch’ 
went down,” Brind’Amour said. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Pittsburgh Penguins 

When: Sunday, 1 p.m. 

Where: PPG Paints Arena, Pittsburgh. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM.
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Mailbag #16: A Pennsylvania Presidents' Day Weekend 

Questions from the Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After moving to 15-3-0 in their last 18 
meetings against Nashville last night, the Canes have a 
quick turnaround, practicing Saturday afternoon before flying 
to Pittsburgh. 

As we do each week, we sourced for questions on Twitter, 
hoping to provide some answers. 

Do you think Svech is just on a hot streak or do you think he 
has evolved and taken his game to the next level? He's been 
incredible over the past few weeks. - @CaniacZach 

He's been fun to watch, hasn't he? Rod Brind'Amour was 
asked last night if this was the best stretch he'd ever seen 
from him and this was his response: 

"He's getting the results. I think he's had stretches where 
he's played this well and the puck wasn't going in, but he 
was getting the same amount of opportunities. Now the puck 
seems to be going in. [His 200-foot game] has grown as he's 
matured. That's just him getting smarter and getting older. I 
know he's not that old but when you're around a while, you 
start to figure it out." 

With 21 points in his last 14 games now, it's fantastic to see 
this output there. Now on pace for 85 points this season, I 
think a point-per-game is a fair ballpark to expect for him 
moving forward. We saw him close to that two seasons ago 
with 61 points in 68 games and I think we can all agree he is 
a better player now than he was then. Plus, let's not forget, 
about six weeks ago he was dealing with a hand injury that 
was bothering him for some time. He certainly appears to be 
100% now. 

On his spot with Abby and Shane a week ago, General 
Manager Don Waddell spoke about paying attention to 
burnout and keeping the players in a good place mentally as 
well as physically down the stretch. Rod has also mentioned 
it. How big an issue is that do you think? - @HMof2 

Great question, Carolyn. I think management and coaching 
alike are cognizant that going back to an 82-game schedule 
after the way that the last two years have gone is a grind for 
everyone. Think about it, two years ago the team only played 

60-some games before getting a break and then resuming in 
the bubble. Last year the league only played 56 games. This 
year not only are they back to a full length schedule, but with 
the way that COVID-19 postponements have impacted the 
schedule and jostled games around, yes, there have been 
breaks, but it also means that there are a lot of sequences 
featuring back-to-backs and three games in four days during 
the second half. 

What I suspect it will mean moving forward is that situations 
like last Tuesday in Ottawa, when Ian Cole was a surprise 
healthy scratch, will become more common. As always, there 
will be overreactions, but consider this a forewarning. 

Are we overusing Freddie? - @mgupta2695 

I don't think so. He's been too good to skip a regularly 
scheduled start, right? 

It's a fair question, but it's not as if he's been playing both 
games in a back-to-back. Brind'Amour did say the other day 
he suspects Raanta to play more here in the second half. I 
don't have inside knowledge, but I do think we'll see Raanta 
against Philadelphia Monday. In March the game plays 16 
games in 30 days, so I suspect we'll see him in at least four 
of them. April is just as busy with 14 games in 26 days. It 
would not surprise me to see him play seven of them. 

As we get later and later into the year we'll see more of an 
effort to perhaps conserve Freddie's energy and let Raanta 
handle some of the upcoming opponents that may not be as 
involved in the playoff picture. 

Why is Monday's game at 3 p.m.? - @jdmasters_ 

Presidents' Day! A bit strange, I know. I would be curious to 
know what percentage of the U.S. population actually has off 
for this holiday. What will attendance look like in 
Philadelphia? 

Any updates on Vincent Trocheck? - @hollyister6 

After leaving Friday's win after the first period with an upper-
body injury, Vincent Trocheck did not practice with the team 
Saturday at Wake Competition Center. Following the skate 
Brind'Amour said that he was "getting checked out" during, 
and he was awaiting more info. So, in short, no real answer 
on his availability for the next two days.
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Hurricanes visit the Penguins after Svechnikov’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (33-11-4, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Pittsburgh Penguins (31-12-8, second in the Metropolitan) 

Pittsburgh; Sunday, 1 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Pittsburgh Penguins host Carolina after 
Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 5-3 
victory against the Predators. 

The Penguins are 8-2-1 against Metropolitan opponents. 
Pittsburgh is 17th in the league with 34.8 shots per game 
and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 6-4-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the 
seventh-most in the Eastern Conference. Ian Cole leads the 
team serving 57 total minutes. 

The matchup Sunday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jake Guentzel has 51 total points for 
the Penguins, 25 goals and 26 assists. Sidney Crosby has 
four goals and 11 assists over the last 10 games for 
Pittsburgh. 

Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes with a plus-18 in 41 
games this season. Svechnikov has eight goals and five 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Penguins: 5-2-3, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.3 
assists, 2.5 penalties and five penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.7 goals per game with a .911 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.5 assists, 4.2 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals 
per game with a .922 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Penguins: Teddy Blueger: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Vincent Trocheck: day to day (upper body).
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ALN: Canes bounce back from tough stretch with 5-3 win against Nashville 

The Carolina Hurricanes controlled things in Raleigh Friday 
night, beating Nashville 5-3. 

By taliagoodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes faced the Nashville Predators at 
PNC Arena Friday night and they barely held on. Fortunately, 
they were able to grab the 5-3 win due to depth scoring and 
two goals from Andrei Svechnikov that sealed the deal.  

Spreading the wealth 

One of the biggest strengths of this Canes team is its depth. 
Not only are the forward lines constantly switching around 
due to the varying talent and flexibility, but blueliners have 
been a real key on the offensive end of the ice as well.  

Tonight, this depth was illustrated by Brady Skjei, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Jaccob Slavin all being able to light the 
lamp.  

It’s not too frequently of late that fans can enjoy an early lead 
and great play from the getgo, but last night was somewhat 
of an outlier. The Canes ended the first period with a 1-0 
lead, thanks to blueliner Brady Skjei who was able to net a 
highlight reel-esque goal early in the game.  

“It’s the skating that got him that goal,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “He got down the wall and made a nice little 
move. He’s been good all year. It’s nice for us to see him 
score, but it’s not surprising.”  

It didn’t end there, as Kotkaniemi reached double-digit 
scoring this season, extending the Canes lead to 2-0 early in 
the second period. And with just one second remaining in the 
period, Slavin was able to net the second goal of the period, 
giving the Canes the 3-1 lead going into the final 20 minutes. 

With these two goals, Carolina leads the league with 0.89 
goals per game from defenseman in 2022. 

The stars of the show had their moments, but the talent 
“beneath” them (as far as the lineup goes) tends to go 
unnoticed outside of Carolina fans. Last night, the team 
showed up and showed out, utilizing all of their key players. 

Mista Svechnikov  

Andrei Svechnikov’s goal count is now higher than his age, 
as he scored his 21st and 22st goals of the season off of a 
Teuvo Teravainen feed and an empty netter. He now leads 
the team in goals scored, as he passed Sebastian Aho (21) 
last night.  

“He’s getting the results,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s had 
stretches where he’s played this well, but the puck wasn’t 
going in. But now, the puck seems to be going in a little more 
for him.”  

He received First Star honors after the game, due to the two 
goals and assist that he tallied in the win, and has now 
earned 21 points in his last 14 games. He continues to prove 
why he is one of the most dominant young players in the 
league.  

“We all know what he’s capable of and he’s a great player,” 
Necas said. “He’s showing that he’s got everything you need 
to be a star player in the league.”  

They killed it 

The power play went 2-4 (50%) last night, which is extremely 
impressive, and the special teams were the shining stars of 
the night. As we’ve talked about over and over again, the 
Canes have one of the best kills in the league, and last night 
reinforced that truth as well.  

In 48 games played, the Canes have the highest PK 
percentage at 89.9%. This is a ridiculous number that would 
be record-breaking if maintained (the current salary cap era 
record is 89.6%, held by the 2011-12 Devils). 

In-game injuries 

This game was plagued by injuries— first Vincent Trocheck, 
then Martin Necas. Luckily, the latter returned to the bench 
shortly after heading off the ice, but the former was ruled out 
with an upper-body injury for the remainder of the game.  

“We’re still waiting to see if he’s going to be out for a little 
while or not,” Brind’Amour said.  

Trocheck tallied an assist on the first goal of the game and 
has been a consistent, offensive threat for Carolina 
throughout the season.  

Almost lost it 

Within the last six minutes of the game, Frederik Andersen 
and the Canes allowed two quick goals to get the Predators 
within a goal of the Canes. They came this close to giving up 
a 4-1 lead.  

“They got one, and then the one where we had it on our stick 
and just put it right to them, and boom,” Brind’Amour said. 
“All of a sudden you’re back in the game.”  

Luckily, Svechnikov and the team as a whole came to the 
rescue and were able to secure the win with an empty netter, 
but the two late goals allowed are definitely something to dig 
into.  

“I think there’s a little bit of unlucky puck luck for us… It’s 
been one of our strengths in the past,” Skjei said. “We’ve 
been good 6-on-5 and good at closing out games. 

What’s next? 
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The Canes (33-11-4) take on the Pittsburgh Penguins (31-
12-8) at PPG Paints Arena on Sunday at 1pm ET. This is the 
first of two games on the road in Pennsylvania, later facing 
the Philadelphia Flyers.  

Svechnikov is on a roll, with four goals in his last five games, 
so I’d keep an eye on that scoring streak. Otherwise, the 
goaltending matchup is key. With Andersen’s start last night 
and just one day off, we’ll have to see if it’s him or Raanta in 
net for the Pittsburgh game.

 

 
Wolves’ stars spark rally 

Noesen raises AHL-leading goal total to 26 with first 
professional hat trick  

AHL goals leader Stefan Noesen produced his first 
professional hat trick and AHL points leader Andrew 
Poturalski handed out 3 assists as the Chicago Wolves 
rallied for a 5-3 victory over the Iowa Wild Saturday night at 
Allstate Arena. 

Defenseman Joey Keene scored the game-winning power-
play goal with 12:08 remaining for the Wolves (28-10-4-3), 
who also got a power-play goal from forward Josh Leivo as 
they tied their season-high with three power-play tallies. 

Wolves 22-year-old goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ second-round pick in the 2019 NHL 
Entry Draft, earned the win with 30 saves in his North 
American debut. 

“I thought in the third period, we used our skating and put 
them on their heels a little bit,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “A big goal there by ‘Noes’ to tie and it started 
with our forecheck. That’s when we’re dangerous — when 
we can get on forechecks and create some turnovers with 
our puck pressure, we can create a lot of offense.” 

Iowa (20-18-3-3) opened the scoring just 42 seconds into the 
game as the Wild forced a turnover and Mason Shaw set up 
Mitchell Chaffee for a blistering wrister in the slot. 

The Wolves answered with Leivo’s power-play goal at 5:15 
of the first. Keane blocked Iowa’s clearing attempt at the blue 
line, then dished to Poturalski at the top of the right circle. 
Poturalski whistled a diagonal pass to the bottom of the left 
circle to set up Leivo’s one-timer past goaltender Zane 
McIntyre. 

The Wolves solved the AHL’s second-best penalty-kill unit 
again at 15:23 of the first on Noesen’s 24th goal of the year. 

Keane collected a Poturalski pass at the point, faked a dish 
back to the captain and fired a thigh-high shot that Noesen 
redirected home as McIntyre argued in vain for a high-
sticking call. 

Iowa responded by earning a power-play tally against the 
AHL’s fourth-best penalty-kill crew. Adam Beckman knocked 
home a rebound of a Shaw shot to make it 2-2 at 18:24 of 
the first. 

The Wild regained a 3-2 edge 1:39 into the second period 
when Kyle Rau somehow turned a bouncing pass from Jon 
Lizotte into a no-look backhand into the top left corner of the 
net. 

Noesen’s second goal pulled the Wolves even 4:50 into the 
third. Max Lajoie rimmed the puck down the left wall all the 
way to the right half-wall for Noesen, who had the puck 
chopped away to Leivo. His blast from the right circle hit 
Noesen and dropped to his feet for a quick backhand. 

The Wolves rode that momentum for Keane’s go-ahead 
power-play goal at 7:52. Poturalski, working along the right 
wall, fed Jack Drury below the goal line, collected a return 
pass and set up Keane for a scorched one-timer from the top 
of the right circle for a 4-3 lead. 

The 29-year-old Noesen secured the first hat trick of his 
eight-year pro career by steering home a shot from center 
ice into the empty net with 45 seconds to go. The Plano, 
Texas, native leads the AHL with 26 goals in 40 games. 

McIntyre (9-5-1) finished with 35 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves cap their four-game homestand with a 3 p.m. 
Sunday clash versus Iowa on Pride Day and Papa Johns 
Family Sunday. To get the best ticket deals, contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258579813.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-sixteen-a-pennsylvania-presidents-day-weekend/c-330976344 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-pittsburgh-penguins-ee70f276a23f436d995199508cc8489e 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/19/22941968/aln-canes-bounce-back-from-tough-stretch-with-5-3-win-against-nashville 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/19/wolves-stars-spark-rally/ 
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Timing is right for Hurricanes, Penguins to meet, with the Metro Division 
on the line 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 19, 2022 2:31 PM 

 

Nearly three weeks into February, the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Pittsburgh Penguins finally are facing off. 

All it took was an NHL COVID-related rescheduling to have Sunday’s 
game. 

Go figure. Good timing, though. 

The Hurricanes have 70 points — and the best point percentage (.729) in 
the Metropolitan Division. The Penguins also have 70 points, having 
played three more games than the Canes — not that Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour is keeping count or has a close eye on the standings. 

“Pretty much zero, because it’s so irrelevant at this point,” Brind’Amour 
said Saturday. “I mean, I’ll look at it when we get down to the end but 
right now you’ve got to go play your game, win your game. If you win 
enough of them, your points don’t really matter.” 

Under the NHL’s initial schedule for 2021-22, the Canes and Pens were 
to have played their first game even later — March 4 at PNC Arena. That 
was before the Canes had seven games postponed because of the 
COVID-19 issues affecting the team and the league. 

The NHL rescheduled the postponed games for February after the 
decision not to allow its players from competing in the Beijing Winter 
Olympics. And in a curious move, the league also shifted the April 29 
Carolina-at-Pittsburgh game to Sunday. 

The Canes (33-11-4) were to have closed out the regular season with the 
game at Pittsburgh (31-12-8). Instead, they’ll have a home game against 
the New Jersey Devils. 

“It’s kind of weird how we’ve gotten most of the Western (games) over 
with,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook said Saturday. “There’s going to 
be a lot of divisional games the rest of the way.” 

HURRICANES HAVE HISTORY WITH PITTSBURGH 

The Canes last played Pittsburgh on March 8, 2020, just before the 
pandemic shut down the NHL and nearly everything else. The two did not 
meet during the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs in the Toronto bubble, nor 
during the condensed 2021 season when the Canes won the newly 
formed Central Division and the Pens finished first in the East Division. 

Nine of the players in the Carolina lineup that day in 2020 will not be in it 
Sunday afternoon for the 1 p.m. start. That includes former captain Justin 
Williams, who has retired, and defenseman Jake Gardiner, who is on 
Long Term Injured Reserve for Carolina. 

Williams scored twice and Gardiner had a goal as the Canes took a 6-2 
win at PPG Paints Arena. But the star that day for the Canes was rookie 
forward Morgan Geekie, who had two goals and an assist in his NHL 
debut. That helped make a winner of another rookie, goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic. 

Geekie was taken by the Seattle Kraken in the 2021 expansion draft and 
Nedeljkovic traded to Detroit after last season. Also playing for the Canes 
that day: Haydn Fleury, Joel Edmundson, Warren Foegele and Trevor 
van Riemsdyk. 

TEAM CONNECTIONS 

One player who was in the Canes lineup will be in Pittsburgh’s lineup 
Sunday: Brock McGinn. It should be an emotional game for the forward, 
who was drafted by Carolina in 2012 and developed into a reliable NHL 
player, but left after last season to sign a four-year, $11 million free-agent 
contract with the Pens. 

“I’m excited to play against him but I also know what kind of player he is 
and I know it’s hard to play against him,” Martinook said. “It was tough to 
see him leave but I’m so happy he’s doing well there. That’s a lifetime 
friend there.” 

The Pens’ Sidney Crosby and the Canes’ Jordan Staal are longtime 
friends and won the Stanley Cup together in 2009. Crosby scored his 
500th career goal, a huge personal milestone, Tuesday against the 
Philadelphia Flyers and has 21 points (nine goals, 12 assists) in his last 
14 games. 

“It’s always fun playing against the top players, no matter who it is,” Staal 
said Saturday. “He’s a player who can do a lot of dangerous things very 
quickly to make you look foolish.” 

Brind’Amour was not sure Saturday if center Vincent Trocheck would be 
able to play in the back-to-back that includes a Monday game at 
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Philadelphia, saying he was “hopeful.” Trocheck, a Pittsburgh native, was 
injured Friday in the Canes’ 5-3 win over Nashville and did not practice 
Saturday. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi moved up to Trocheck’s spot on the second line 
centering Steven Lorentz and Martin Necas. Kotkaniemi scored his 10th 
goal of the season Friday in the win over the Predators. 

“He played well and we needed that obviously when ‘Troch’ went down,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
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Minor league report: Alex Nylander leads Penguins to first shootout win 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  

Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022 10:27 p.m. 

 

A shootout goal by forward Alex Nylander gave the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins a 3-2 home win against the Springfield Falcons 
at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Saturday. It was the 
Penguins’ first shootout victory of the season in four attempts. 

Nylander and defenseman Mitch Reinke each scored regulation goals for 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (20-21-2-3) while goaltender Tommy Nappier 
made 30 saves on 32 shots in the victory. Nappier was perfect on all 
three shots he faced in the shootout. 

Former Pittsburgh Penguins forward James Neal scored a goal in 
regulaiton for Springfield. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the rival Hershey 
Bears on Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Two goals by forward Cam Hausinger led the Wheeling Nailers to a 5-3 
road win against the Reading Royals at Santander Arena in Reading. 

Forwards Tim Doherty and Patrick Watling each had a goal and two 
assists for Wheeling (26-18-1-0) while forward Sean Josling contributed a 
goal and an assist. Goaltender Brody Claeys made 21 saves on 24 shots 
in the victory. 
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After nearly 2 years, Penguins ready for a big challenge in the Hurricanes 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   

Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022 12:01 a.m. 

 

Defenseman Brian Dumoulin and the Penguins have not played the 
Carolina Hurricanes since March 6, 2020. 

Quite a bit has happened since the last time the Pittsburgh Penguins 
stepped on the ice with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

And much of it has nothing to do with hockey. 

March 8, 2020, was less than two years ago. 

In some ways, it feels like it was two dozen centuries ago. 

On that sunny Sunday in late winter, the Hurricanes came into PPG 
Paints Arena and put up a touchdown minus the extra point, beating the 
Penguins, 6-2. 

To put things in perspective, one of the two goals the Penguins scored 
that day was tallied by forward Patrick Marleau. It was the only goal the 
future member of the Hockey Hall of Fame would score in his brief and 
disappointing tenure with the team. 

Also in the lineup that day were forwards Nick Bjugstad, Patric Hornqvist, 
Jared McCann, Conor Sheary and Brandon Tanev as well as 
defensemen Jack Johnson and Justin Schultz, all since departed. 

A rookie forward by the name of Morgan Geekie made his NHL debut for 
the Hurricanes and scored twice, only amplifying the Penguins’ woes, 
who were in the midst a squalid 2-8-0 skid at the time. Current Penguins 
forward Brock McGinn, then a member of the Hurricanes, recorded an 
assist on a goal by forward Justin Williams, now retired. 

And the Penguins wore yellow. 

It was a rotten way for the Penguins to start the week, and it only got 
worse by the end of the week. 

For everyone. 

About four days later, the sports world — if not the entire world — shut 
down in essence because of the pandemic. 

“I don’t have a lot of recollection of that game,” coach Mike Sullivan said 
Saturday. “It seems like it was an eternity ago. But a lot has changed in 
the world. A lot has changed in the world of hockey. 

“I’ll tell you what hasn’t changed is that the Carolina Hurricanes are a 
really good hockey team. They were really good then, they’re really good 
now. We know we’ve got a really big challenge ahead of us.” 

Because of the pandemic, the NHL canceled the final months of the 
regular season for the 2019-20 campaign. As a result, the Penguins and 
Hurricanes met only once that season. And with the NHL restricting the 
2020-21 regular season to division-only play, the Penguins and 
Hurricanes did not cross paths at all. 

As it was, the Penguins won the temporary East Division while the 
Hurricanes were moved to the Central Division and finished in first place 
of that group. 

Now reunited in the Metropolitan Division, the foes will square off Sunday 
afternoon while duking it out for first place. 

Each squad has 70 points, albeit with the Hurricanes (48) playing three 
fewer games than the Penguins (51). 

For their part, the Hurricanes don’t look at Sunday’s matchup as anything 
vital to the standings. That’s because they largely aren’t looking at the 
standings. 

“It’s just so irrelevant at this point,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said to media in Raleigh, N.C. “I’ll look at it when we get to the end. But 
right now, you’ve got to go play your game. Go win your games. If you 
win enough of them, points won’t really matter.” 

What has mattered to the Hurricanes’ success? 

“They put a lot of pressure on other teams to make mistakes then they 
capitalize,” McGinn said. “Just the work ethic in that dressing room is 
good, and I think (Brind’Amour) has them all working at a high pace.” 

That pace has become the calling card of the Hurricanes since 
Brind’Amour took over in 2018. Having missed the postseason nine 
consecutive seasons before Brind’Amour became coach, the Hurricanes 
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have reached the playoffs the past three and are in position to extend 
that streak to four. 

“They have a real balanced attack,” Sullivan said. “They have a very 
mobile defense corps. They’re well-coached. They play an in-your-face 
game in all three zones. They’re very aggressive, and they’re going to 
challenge their opponents to be that aggressive. And they’ve had 
success with their team game. They’re a four-line team, and they’re 
deep. 

“They have, I think, some players on their team that the hockey world is 
starting to recognize as elite players. Players like (forward Sebastien) 
Aho, for example, or (forward Andrei) Svechnikov or (defenseman 
Jaccob) Slavin on the blue line. These guys are really, really good 
players. They’re some of the better players in the league, and their 
games are evolving. Those are the reasons why they’ve had success. 
They’ve got a really good team game, and they have a balanced game. 
That’s a pretty good recipe for success.” 
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Penguins sign defenseman Chad Ruhwedel to two-year contract 
extension 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   

Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022 5:05 p.m. 

 

The Penguins signed forward Brock McGinn to a four-year contract this 
past offseason. 

Chad Ruhwedel had quite a week. 

On Sunday, the Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman set a career high for 
games in a single season by appearing in his 45th contest during a 4-2 
road win against the New Jersey Devils. 

Then by Tuesday, he scored his first goal of the season, a key tying tally 
that allowed the Penguins to stage a 5-4 comeback home win in overtime 
against the hated Philadelphia Flyers. 

Finally, he got a raise Saturday. 

The Penguins announced they signed the veteran defenseman to a two-
year contract extension that carries a salary cap hit of $800,000. 

The first year of the deal will begin next season. 

The right-handed Ruhwedel, 31, currently is signed to a one-year 
contract that carries a salary cap hit of $750,000, the league minimum. 

A regular in an NHL lineup for the first time in his 10-year career, 
Ruhwedel has appeared in 47 games and scored six points (one goal, 
five assists) while averaging 15 minutes, 25 seconds of ice time. 

He primarily has played alongside Mike Matheson on the team’s 
defensive pairing this season. According to Natural Stat Trick, Matheson 
and Ruhwedel have logged 493:37 of common five-on-five ice time 
together this season. 

Ruhwedel also is a key member of the team’s penalty kill, having 
averaged 1:38 of ice time on a unit that is ranked second in the NHL — 
before Saturday — with a conversion rate of 87.1% this season. 

Undrafted, Ruhwedel broke into the NHL with the Buffalo Sabres in 2013 
but struggled to stay on the NHL roster during four seasons with that 
organization. 

In 2016, the Penguins signed Ruhwedel to a one-year, two-way contract 
and he has been a member of the organization ever since. 

A member of the Penguins’ 2017 Stanley Cup championship squad, 
Ruhwedel has played 201 career games with the franchise and scored 
31 points (eight goals, 23 assists). 

Despite not playing a great deal throughout his tenure with the Penguins, 
Ruhwedel regularly is cited as one of the team’s most respected players. 

All-Star defenseman Kris Letang exalted Ruhwedel on Tuesday after he 
scored his first goal this season. 

“He works his (backside) off every single practice,” Letang said. “To be 
honest, I couldn’t be happier for him. It’s awesome that he gets a big goal 
like this. … He’s been in and out of the lineup the past few years. This 
year, he has a chance to prove that he can be in there and play big 
minutes, play on the (penalty kill), play an important role. Everybody is 
really happy for him.” 

Forward Brock McGinn has an opportunity to experience a first in his 
career Sunday afternoon. 

He will be an opponent of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A seven-year veteran, McGinn spent his first six seasons as an NHL-er 
as a member of the Hurricanes before joining the Penguins as an 
unrestricted free agent this past offseason. 

Selected in the second round (No. 47 overall) in the 2012 draft by the 
Hurricanes, McGinn doesn’t harbor a hint of sour feelings toward the 
franchise for allowing him to walk away as a free agent. Quite the 
opposite, actually. 

At the same time, it doesn’t seem like he’ll be all that nostalgic Sunday. 

“It will be fun,” McGinn said. “I have a lot of friends over there. I started 
my career in Carolina, so it’s a lot of fun. There’s always a soft spot in my 
heart there. But when that puck drops, I think everybody wants to win.” 

His former coach concurred. 

“It’s one of those things that’s business,” Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour 
said Saturday to media in Raleigh, N.C. “He moved on. He was a great 
Hurricane. He did great for us, and I think we did great for him. It was 
certainly a good relationship.” 

So far, it’s been a good relationship between the Penguins and the 
tenacious forechecking winger they signed to a four-year contract that 
carries a salary cap hit of $2.75 million. In 48 games this season, the 28-
year-old McGinn has 16 points (10 goals, six assists) while averaging 
15:18 of ice time. 

In 40 games this season, Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry has a 25-9-6 
record. 

On Thursday, Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry set a career high by 
appearing in his 40th game of the season. 

While Jarry has played more games during seasons in the American 
Hockey League (AHL) and even the Western Hockey League (WHL), the 
Penguins coaches are not oblivious to how often Jarry has played this 
season and finding ways to avoid overtaxing him. 

“We’re very conscious of his workload,” Sullivan said. “We talk about it 
almost every day. We pencil in a gameplan to manage the goaltenders’ 
workload. Tristan has handled the workload, to this point, extremely well. 
We’re very conscious of making sure we manage the workload moving 
forward. I don’t think this is anything that is new to him because he has 
done it other levels. It’s not like he hasn’t played a significant amount of 
games at other levels. 
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Chad Ruhwedel seized his opportunity – and now he has a contract 
extension to show for it 

 

Matt Vensel 

3-3 minutes 19/02/2022 

 

Chad Ruhwedel has seized the opportunity the Penguins gave him this 
season and just set a new high for games played. Now, he is being 
rewarded for it. 

The Penguins on Saturday announced that the understated defenseman 
has signed a two-year contract extension that can keep him in Pittsburgh 
through 2023-24. When that kicks in, it will have an annual average value 
of $800,000. 

For Ruhwedel, that is a $50,000 raise over what he is making this 
season. That might seem like pocket change for a pro athlete. But for 
Ruhwedel, a consummate team player, it gives him stability and more 
chances at a Stanley Cup here. 

After starting his career with the lowly Buffalo Sabres, the San Diego 
native leapt at the chance to sign with the Penguins in 2016. He started 
off as a reserve, helped the Penguins win the Cup in 2017 and kept 
carving out a bigger role. 

This season, after the Penguins could not afford to keep Cody Ceci, 
Ruhwedel was given his best chance to become a regular since he 
arrived in Pittsburgh. 

He beat out Mark Friedman for a spot on the third pair and did not look 
back. Mike Matheson and he have formed a nice partnership, with 
Ruhwedel covering for the rangy Matheson. This past week, he set a 
new single-season high for games played. Sunday’s matchup against the 
Carolina Hurricanes will be his 48th. 

Ruhwedel has one goal, five assists and a plus-4 rating. That goal was a 
big one. He buried the game-tying tally Tuesday against the Philadelphia 
Flyers. The Penguins won in overtime to make Sidney Crosby’s 
milestone night even better. 

The 31-year-old is also a key cog on the Penguins’ second-ranked 
penalty kill. 

And while he is reserved publicly, Ruhwedel is very popular in the 
dressing room. 

“Chad exemplifies what it means to be a teammate,” general manager 
Ron Hextall said in a statement Saturday. “His work ethic and positive 
attitude never wavers and we are happy he will be a part of our team for 
the next couple of years.” 

While Hextall and the Penguins could still be on the lookout for another 
body on their blue line before next month’s trade deadline, one would 
think that signing Ruhwedel for another two years is an endorsement of 
his play in 2021-22. 

Regardless, the extension should be considered a win-win for both 
parties. 
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Penguins bracing for Hurricanes in Sunday showdown of the 
Metropolitian's top two teams 

 

Matt Vensel 

5-6 minutes 19/02/2022 

 

The last time the Penguins played the Carolina Hurricanes was nearly 
two years ago in Pittsburgh, on a sunny Sunday afternoon before the 
storm rolled in. 

Trade deadline pickup Patrick Marleau got his first and only goal with the 
Penguins. Justin Schultz set up Evgeni Malkin for a power-play tally. 
Tristan Jarry, trying to unseat Matt Murray for the No. 1 goalie gig, was in 
net. But the Hurricanes, thanks to a couple of goals from Morgan Geekie, 
left town with the 6-2 win. 

That was Pittsburgh’s last home game before the COVID-19 pandemic 
shut down the NHL four days later. Due to the league’s temporary 
realignment last season along with its intradivision schedule, they haven’t 
seen each other since. 

“I don’t have a lot of recollection of that game. It seems like it was an 
eternity ago,” coach Mike Sullivan said after Saturday’s practice in 
Cranberry. “A lot has changed in the world. A lot has changed in the 
world of hockey. But I’ll tell you what hasn’t changed is that the Carolina 
Hurricanes are a really good hockey team.” 

They will get to see firsthand Sunday afternoon, when the Hurricanes 
visit PPG Paints Arena for a clash between two of the Metropolitan 
Division’s top teams. It is a measuring-stick game for both teams and a 
potential playoff preview. 

The Penguins and Hurricanes are tied for the Metropolitan Division lead 
with 70 points in the standings. However, the Hurricanes have played 
three fewer games and are currently a top-three NHL team in terms of 
points percentage. 

The Hurricanes have had five winning streaks of four games or more, 
including a 9-0 start to the season. They have both a top-five offense and 
defense, plus the NHL’s top-ranked penalty kill and a power play clicking 
at 24.8%. Their plus-53 goal differential is also in the top five and is 19 
better than the Penguins. 

Asked what qualities have differentiated the Hurricanes from other 
teams, Sullivan offered up a description that sure sounded a lot like his 
own stellar squad. 

“They have a real balanced attack with a very mobile defense corps,” 
Sullivan said. “They’re well-coached. They play an in-your-face game in 
all three zones. They’re very aggressive and they’re going to challenge 
their opponents to have to beat that aggression. And they have had 
success with their team game.” 

They have 10 players with eight or more goals, including Pittsburgh 
product Vincent Trocheck, free-agent pickup Tony DeAngelo and 19-
year-old Seth Jarvis. 

Sebastian Aho leads the way for Carolina. The All-Star center has 51 
points. 

“They have some guys on their team that the hockey world is starting to 
recognize as elite players, like Aho for example or [Andrei] Svechnikov or 
[Jaccob] Slavin on the blue line,” Sullivan said. “These guys are really, 
really good players. They’re some of the best players in the league and 
their games are evolving.” 

That is something that Brock McGinn witnessed up close the last few 
years. 

The grind-line forward spent the first nine years of his NHL career with 
the Hurricanes before signing with the Penguins last summer. He was 
along for the ride as they went from a last-place team in 2014-15 to 
plucky conference finalist in 2018-19 to a present-day juggernaut under 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
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“There was kind of a culture change there when Roddy stepped behind 
the bench,” said McGinn, who has fit in well here. “He made that team 
work very hard and I think follow the systems very good. All of the young 
guys and the top players there, they were held accountable. And I think 
that’s something they need.” 

One thing missing in recent seasons was good goaltending. The 
Hurricanes have gotten that from Toronto Maple Leafs castoff Frederik 
Andersen, who this month teamed up with Jarry to backstop the Metro to 
the All-Star Game win. 

“He’s a great goalie,” Jarry said of his Carolina counterpart. “It’s great 
that he’s having that success. They’re a great team and I’m excited to 
play against them.” 

The Penguins, whose four-game winning streak was snapped Thursday 
in Toronto, are heading into maybe their most challenging stretch of the 
season. 

Eight of their next 31 games are against the Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers, two Metro rivals who rank in the league’s top 10 in points 
percentage. They’ll also face Florida, Tampa Bay, St. Louis, Vegas and 
Nashville in the next few weeks. 

The Penguins aren’t looking ahead. Sounds like they’ve had Sunday 
circled. 

“It will be a good test for us,” McGinn. “Our team is looking forward to it.” 
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Big Value: Penguins Sign Chad Ruhwedel to Two Year Deal 

 

Published 11 hours ago on February 19, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins locked up their super-sub for two more years. 
On Saturday, Penguins GM Ron Hextall dished a new two-year contract 
to defenseman Chad Ruhwedel. 

The deal is two years at $800,000 per year and will run through 2023-24, 
a considerable value for a depth defenseman who has filled a regular 
role this season. 

“Chad exemplifies what it means to be a teammate,” said Hextall. “His 
work ethic and positive attitude never waver, and we are happy he will be 
a part of our team for the next couple of years. 

Ruhwedel is in his first full season as a regular. The 31-year-old built a 
career as a seventh defenseman able to sit for long stretches before 
capably filling in for spot duty or as an injury replacement. 

This season, the 5-foot-11, 191-pound Ruhwedel has appeared in a 
career-high 47 games. He has six points, including one goal, which he 
scored last Tuesday in the Penguins comeback win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers in the Sidney Crosby 500th-goal game. Ruhwedel is a plus-3 while 
playing an average of 15:25 minutes per game. 

He anchors the Pittsburgh Penguins’ third pairing with offensive-
defensive Mike Matheson. 

Chad Ruhwedel has also established career bests in hits (91), blocked 
shots (43), and takeaways (12), while his six points are tied for the 
second-highest total of his career. He has been a staple on Pittsburgh’s 
number-two ranked penalty-killing unit, where he’s third among team 
defensemen averaging 1:38 of shorthanded time-on-ice per game. 

The San Diego, California native, broke into the NHL with the Buffalo 
Sabres organization as an undrafted free agent following a three-year 
collegiate career at the University of Massachusetts-Lowell. He served as 
an alternate captain in his final season. Ruhwedel has appeared in a 
combined 234 career NHL regular-season games between Pittsburgh 
and Buffalo, netting 33 points (8-25-33). 
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No Word On Chirp, But Jarry Likes His Workload 

 

Published 15 hours ago on February 19, 2022 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

No, Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry did not address the 
reported chirp he threw out at Boston’s Brad Marchand earlier this month 
that led to Marchand losing his cool and taking actions against Jarry that 
earned the Bruins’ bad boy a six-game suspension. 

Jarry spoke with reporters after practice Saturday at the UPMC Lemieux 
Sports Complex. While he did have an interesting answer about already 
playing in a career-high 40 games this season (more on that in a bit), he 
did not confirm or explain what he apparently said to Marchand. It should 
be noted that he was not asked directly about it. 

That chirp, in case you somehow missed it, was, “How about that f—— 
save?” 

That is what Marchand reported that Jarry said to set him off, according 
to a lengthy report in a ruling from NHL commissioner Gary Bettman in 
upholding the length of the suspension. 

Marchand, late in that game, punched Jarry in the side of the head after 
play had stopped and, while being escorted off the ice by an official, 
twisted loose enough to jab Jarry in the head with his stick blade. 

Once Jarry’s reported chirp became public, it went fairly viral. There are 
even T-shirts being printed and sold with the phrase. 

Jarry isn’t known for being very outspoken or animated in public, so 
hearing of such a chirp is all the more interesting. 

In his short session with reporters Saturday, Jarry did offer a 
comprehensive thought about his workload this season. He has 
appeared in 40 games, a new career high, and it will be 41 if he starts 
Sunday when the Carolina Hurricanes visit PPG Paints Arena. 

While there has been some concern that Jarry could be burned out for 
the playoffs at this pace — “We’re very conscious of managing his 
workload,” coach Sullivan said — he welcomes the workload. 

“It’s exciting to play all those games, and I’m excited to be a part of 
them,” he said. “I think that’s the way I take it – the excitement of getting 
back in the net and being able to showcase myself in another game. 

“I think it’s something that I’ve worked for, and it’s something that I want 
to have success doing, so I think that it’s fun when I get in the net, and 
every night there’s something to show.” 

Admitting that he relishes the chance to showcase himself is about as 
forthcoming as Jarry usually gets in talking about himself in public. 

But we now have evidence he can get as animated verbally as anyone 
else on the ice. 

Short Penguins practice 
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Even after being forced into a day away from practice Friday because the 
team got snowed in following a 4-1 loss Thursday at Toronto and flew 
home Friday, the practice Saturday was essentially just a full-
participation “morning skate” before the Penguins host the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Sunday afternoon. 

The game against Carolina is a showdown for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Each team has 70 points, although the Hurricanes 
have three games in hand. 

Thanks to COVID-19 changes in scheduling, the Penguins have not 
faced Carolina since March 8, 2020, a 6-2 Hurricanes win in Pittsburgh, 
or as Sullivan termed it, “an eternity.” It was the teams’ final game before 
the pandemic shut down the NHL that season. 

“A lot has changed, but I’ll tell you what hasn’t changed – the Carolina 
Hurricanes are a really good hockey team,” Sullivan said. 

The Penguins had won four straight before a letdown sort of game 
Thursday at Toronto, something that might be attributed to an emotional 
hangover after the stirring celebrations of Sidney Crosby’s 500th career 
goal the game before. 

If the Penguins are intent on continuing to shuffle their lines – they 
recently revamped the middle two lines – they did not reveal it during 
practice. The combos were the same as they were for the game 
Thursday in Toronto: 
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Penguins Wrap: Marchand Admits What Jarry Said, Pens-CBJ Scouting 

 

Published 21 hours ago on February 19, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins return to practice Saturday after their humbling 
loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, 4-1 on Thursday night. The Penguins 
fired shot after shot, but ugly mistakes led to great chances and pretty 
goals for Toronto. The Penguins called off practice on Friday, but Brad 
Marchand broke his silence on attacking Tristan Jarry. Penguins scouts 
are popping up all over, and can the Penguins afford not to sign Bryan 
Rust? 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman upheld the six-game suspension the 
Department of Player Safety gave to Marchand. 

“Mr. Marchand’s behavior and lack of judgment in respect of these 
incidents did not meet acceptable NHL standards. He created a 
distraction which reflected poorly on himself, on his team, and on the 
League as a whole, and as such, I find he also deserves the penalty he 
received. Having said that, I encourage Mr. Marchand to reflect on this 
experience and to use it positively in furtherance of his efforts to refine 
and improve his on-ice image and game for everyone’s benefit,” Bettman 
wrote in his ruling. 

Bettman concluded: 

• Marchand’s conduct was intentional and involved excessive and 
unnecessary use of force. 

• Marchand’s conduct featured not one, but two violations of NHL playing 
rules 

However, you can find the fun part in Marchand’s testimony. On page 
eight of the NHL report, found here, Jarry stuffed Marchand on the 

doorstep in the final seconds of the game. With the Penguins leading 4-2, 
Jarry yelled to Marchand: 

“How about that f*cking save?” 

Marchand admitted the comment was “nothing really out of line or 
derogatory in any kind of way.” 

The Penguins won the game 4-2, Marchand was given a match penalty, 
and the debate lingered for days if it was suspension-worthy. 

Marchand sucker-punched Jarry after the comment and jabbed his stick 
in Jarry’s face while being escorted off the ice by linesmen. 

I like what Jarry said. I like the confidence. The best trash talker in the 
game is Marc-Andre Fleury. He is forever howling, laughing, and deriding 
shooters when he makes a big save. It’s good to see Jarry flexing. 

How many of us were expecting something very different? Of course, it 
still doesn’t really explain the odd behavior of swatting the puck off 
Jarry’s stick during the intermission when he tried to give it to a fan. But 
we meddling kids can pack up the Mystery Machine, Scooby snacks, and 
solve other mysteries. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Scouts: 

My hockey chat group (a little private affair that loves hockey) has been 
recently tracking the Penguins scouts popping up all over the league. 

On Thursday night, the Pittsburgh Penguins were one of 11 teams to 
scout the Chicago Blackhawks and Columbus Blue Jackets. Sources told 
PHN the scout was Ryan Bowness, Director of Professional Scouting. 

A Penguins scout was also in attendance for the Capitals vs. Flyers 
game on Thursday night. 

Interestingly, the Columbus Blue Jackets had two scouts in the press box 
for the Penguins’ loss in Toronto on Thursday. 

It’s always noteworthy when management is scouting a team and when 
multiple scouts show up. Of course, scouts in attendance do not mean a 
trade is imminent, but scouts aren’t there for the press box nachos, 
either. 

Bryan Rust: 

The Pittsburgh Penguins cannot afford to re-sign Rust. Or so it seems, 
without significant moves to free salary cap space. 

Get this stat: In his 29 games, Rust has been on the ice for 47% of the 
Penguins’ total offense. He’s had a direct hand in 33%. 

We made the case, the Penguins can’t afford to sign him, but they also 
can’t afford not to sign Bryan Rust. 

Washington: The Washington Capitals have been shopping for scoring 
help on the NHL trade market. I’ve heard the following rumor that RDS 
reported: Artturi Lehkonen. 

RDS also reported the Canadiens asked about Capitals goalie Ilya 
Samsonov, as the NHL trade winds blow in D.C. 

Philly: The Philadelphia Flyers had a rare victory in their hands. They 
could taste it. Then…they couldn’t. The Capitals scored three late goals 
(three?!) to beat the Philadelphia Flyers. 

NYI: Keiffer Bellows has been a prospect/young player pushing for his 
chance, but not always getting it with Barry Trotz. When called, he’s been 
getting some ice beside Mathew Barzal and helping the New York 
Islanders. 

CanesCountry: The Carolina Hurricanes reclaimed first place in the 
Metro Division by beating the Nashville Predators, 5-3. Carolina is tied 
with the Penguins at 70 points but has three games in hand. 
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Laughton a good choice to wear ‘C’ if Giroux gets traded 

 

Wayne Fishflyingfishhockey.com 

 

 As far as we know, there is no such thing as an NHL captains training 
school. 

The only real way to get a quality “education" is to play the game awhile, 
learn from veteran players and, as the years go by, try to lead by 
example. 

All this could be of interest to the Flyers because they might be in the 
market for a new captain sometime over the next month or so. 

It’s the NHL’s worst-kept secret current captain Claude Giroux might be 
heeding those famous words, “Go west, young man" if all the trade 
rumors about him heading to the Colorado Avalanche are true. 

If that turns out to be the case, who would be the next in line to continue 
the proud tradition set by such great past captains as Bob Clarke, Dave 
Poulin, Eric Lindros and Keith Primeau? 

Considering Sean Couturier just had season-ending back surgery, that 
probably eliminates him from the list of candidates. Kevin Hayes also has 
the qualifications but he’s been hurt most of the year, too. A veteran such 
as Keith Yandle might work but he’s only on a one-year contract. 

In our opinion, Scott Laughton is the best candidate for the position. 

He’s been a member of the organization since 2012, was captain of 
Canada’s 2014 IIHF World Junior Championships team and re-signed 
with the Flyers a couple years back when he could have tested free 
agency. 

Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo recently put an alternate captain’s 
“A" on Laughton’s jersey and for good reason. Laughton responded with 
a personal record-tying six-game point streak and three-game goal 
streak. The success comes as no surprise. 

“I think a lot of it is Coots (Couturier) has been out the whole time, with 
Hayes out there’s obviously been an opportunity for someone to step up 
in a leadership role," Yeo said of Laughton’s recent success. “And we put 
that ‘A’ on his jersey and I feel he’s taken a huge step in that regard. He’s 
so vocal on the bench right now. Doesn’t matter if we’re up a goal or 
down a goal. And his leadership goes far more than what they’re saying. 
He’s the guy that’s doing things the right way, shift after shift. He’s doing 
things right in the D-zone. It allows him to get to his game, it allows him 
to generate that speed to get on the attack and create offense." 

In addition to serving as captain of Canada’s 2014 World Juniors team, 
Laughton (whose nickname was “Captain Canada") won gold with 
Canada’s National Men’s Summer Under-18 Team at the 2011 Memorial 
of Ivan Hlinka tournament in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, and 
bronze with Canada’s National Men’s Under-18 Team at the 2012 IIHF 
Ice Hockey U18 World Championship in Brno, Czech Republic. 

Also, Laughton served as an alternate captain with the OHL’s Oshawa 
Generals. 

“He’s at the point in his career where he looks like he’s starting to take 
the next step as far as his individual play," Jones said. “I think to lead in 
the National Hockey League you have to put up the numbers as well. 
You have to be able to play the game with confidence. And that 
confidence has to be something you can pass along to the guys you’re 
playing with. I know that’s something Claude Giroux has done a very 
good job of throughout his career. Laughton has those capabilities. He’s 
fallen into a more prominent role, not just in the checking game but also 
offensively in the absence of some of the Flyers’ top players. I think that’s 

just another side of how Scott can lead by example, not just by verbally 
communicating things but showing guys what needs to be done on the 
ice and that’s important." 

A former (2012) first-round draft pick, Laughton’s pro career got off to a 
slow start. He had a brief five-game trial with the Flyers in the 2012-13 
season, then, after playing 102 games with Philadelphia between 2014-
16, was sent back to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms for all but two games of 
the 2016-17 campaign. 

He responded with 19 goals with the Allentown team, returned to 
Philadelphia and has been a third- or fourth-line center mainstay ever 
since. 

Other players notice that resilience and have to be impressed. Does that 
count when sizing up a player’s credentials for a captaincy? 

“It does," Jones said, “and I think that’s kind of been the story for 
Laughton throughout his career. He’s continued to improve and get 
better. Those are also great examples of things you can share with other 
players. Especially with where the Flyers are with their evolution right 
now in the absence of guys who were expected to be key contributors. 
Other players are getting opportunities to show what they can do, some 
have not excelled. Laughton has and I think that bodes well for him 
moving forward." 

Laughton acknowledges he’s made progress in the area of leadership. 

“I try to be vocal and bring energy," he said. “That’s all you can do every 
night, try to be consistent. Work as hard as you can and show that." 

Jones said he would endorse Laughton for the “C" if a vacancy 
appeared. 

“I like the qualities that Laughton brings to the table as far as leadership 
goes," Jones said. “I like the fact he’s been in the city for awhile and 
realizes what it’s like here. I think experience does matter. Being a 
captain coming in from somewhere else can be a little bit intimidating. 
For the guys who have been here and around this team for a long time, 
Laughton has all the qualities you would want in a captain." 
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Setting Claude Giroux trade package expectations: What should Flyers 
get back if captain is willing to waive? 

 

By Charlie O'Connor  

Feb 19, 2022  

  

The trade deadline is over a month away, and a deal involving 
Philadelphia Flyers captain Claude Giroux — if it does materialize — is 
far from imminent. But the chatter regarding the possibility cannot be 
ignored. 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported this week that while Giroux has not 
yet made the final decision to waive his no-movement clause — which 
Giroux himself confirmed to local media this week as well — his agent 
Pat Brisson has clearance to speak with other teams and put together a 
loose shortlist of acceptable destinations if Giroux does decide he’s open 
to a trade. In other words, we’re far from at the end of this saga, but 
we’ve perhaps reached the end of the beginning. 

Understandably, Flyers fans focused on the team’s future — spending 
too much time dwelling on this club’s present probably isn’t healthy 
anyway — have dreams of a massive return for the club’s longtime 
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captain. It makes sense, as it’s been over a decade since the Flyers have 
been in the position to potentially sell one of the deadline’s prime assets. 
Given the way Giroux is playing, why wouldn’t he bring back multiple high 
picks and top prospects? 

This is when the realities of the situation need to be noted. 

Giroux is still an impact player. He’s also 34, holds a no-movement 
clause that will allow him to limit the potential number of bidders, has an 
$8.275 million cap hit that makes him a tough squeeze for contenders 
without serious retention by the Flyers (and potentially the inclusion of a 
third team to take on salary) and has a good-but-not-spectacular 0.826 
point-per-game rate in 2021-22. These are truths that will have an impact 
on what he could bring back in a trade. 

But how much of an impact? What is Giroux’s likely market value if he 
does waive his NMC and the Flyers send him elsewhere next month? 

One way to evaluate a likely return is simple: look at past returns for 
rental (players with one year left on their contracts) forwards at the trade 
deadline. To that end, let’s deep dive on every notable rental forward 
over the past five years that was moved at or around a deadline. The 
goal? To gain a better understanding of a ballpark range of a potential 
return in a Giroux trade. 

Marcus Johansson (2019) 

Path: New Jersey to Boston 

Return: 2nd round pick, 4th round pick 

There are some similarities here — Johansson brought wing/center 
flexibility and did come with the negative of some no-trade protection 
(five teams he could veto). But no one is putting Johansson on the same 
level as Giroux. Johansson’s best season to that point was a 58-point 
campaign, and his 0.562 in-season point-per-game rate in 2018-19 is 
nowhere near Giroux’s current 0.826 rate this year. That Johansson still 
brought back a second- and a fourth-rounder puts a nice high floor on 
potential Giroux returns, though. 

Wayne Simmonds (2019) 

Path: Philadelphia to Nashville 

Return: Useful in-prime roster forward, 4th round pick 

Flyers fans, of course, remember this one well. And again, there are 
some serious similarities. It’s a Flyers fan favorite, bordering on legend 
(Simmonds is definitely lower on the list than Giroux, but he’ll be 
remembered). It’s a front office looking to add pieces that can help now 
just as much as acquiring assets for the future. And, of course, it’s the 
same GM at the helm in Philadelphia in Chuck Fletcher. The Simmonds 
trade is generally viewed in Philadelphia these days as providing an 
underwhelming return — especially after main piece Ryan Hartman was 
quickly shipped out that summer — and one of the big, unspoken fears is 
that Fletcher may fail to meet expectations yet again. 

There are obvious differences, though. For starters, Giroux is playing far 
better this season than Simmonds was in 2018-19; not only were 
Simmonds’ points down, but any scout who came to watch the Wayne 
Train during that season surely could tell instantly that he was a far cry 
from his peak. If the Flyers are going to go the “proven NHL player + mid-
round pick” route in terms of their ask for Giroux, presumably it would (or 
should) be for someone a lot higher regarded than Hartman was at the 
time. 

Gustav Nyquist (2019) 

Path: Detroit to San Jose 

Return: 2nd round pick, 3rd round pick 

OK, now we’re getting into the actual nightmare scenarios in 
underwhelming potential Giroux returns. In 2019, Nyquist was younger 
than Giroux is today by five years, and his scoring rates weren’t far off 
those of No. 28. But he did have a full no-trade clause, and the Red 

Wings were only able to nab a package that lacked a first-round pick or 
an intriguing prospect. Yikes. 

But there are multiple reasons to believe Giroux would pull back 
significantly more. For starters, the center/wing selling point for Giroux 
shouldn’t be discounted. Secondly, Giroux had a far longer track record 
of efficient scoring, whereas Nyquist was more established as a 40-50 
point forward. Finally — as will become more apparent as this article 
progresses — the 2019 trade deadline was loaded with quality return 
forward options, which made it something of a buyer’s market and likely 
brought down returns for those perceived as second-tier prizes like 
Nyquist. That shouldn’t be an issue for Giroux, who along with Tomas 
Hertl is viewed as one of the clear top options, and there’s not much 
beyond those two right now aside from Joe Pavelski (if Dallas makes him 
available). 

Mats Zuccarello (2019) 

Path: New York Rangers to Dallas 

Return: 2nd round pick, 3rd round pick 

A similar situation as Nyquist, although the return could have been 
significantly higher for Zuccarello had Dallas both gone on a long playoff 
run (the second-rounder would have become a first had the Stars won 
two rounds) and re-signed Zuccarello (the third became a first if the two 
sides agreed to an extension). Dallas did neither of those things, though, 
and therefore this return goes down as thoroughly underwhelming for a 
very useful second-line winger. 

Again, however, it was a buyer’s market in 2019, and Giroux isn’t 
exclusively a winger. In fairness to Jeff Gorton, this may have been the 
best offer at the time, but it does serve as a cautionary tale of depending 
maybe a bit too much on conditions to make a deal seem more palatable 
at the time. 

Taylor Hall (2021) 

Path: Buffalo to Boston 

Return: 2nd round pick, bottom-of-the-lineup roster player 

Is it likely that a return for Giroux will prove to be as underwhelming as 
the one Buffalo received last deadline for Hall? No. But it’s still worth 
highlighting because it does speak to a still-plausible scenario: what can 
happen when a player with a no-movement clause selects only one 
acceptable destination. 

Hall was entering the deadline in 2021 with far less momentum than 
Giroux is this season. He was struggling to score in his new locale and 
despite his stellar metrics throughout most of his NHL career, Hall has 
long been the subject of skepticism regarding his true quality and value in 
scouting circles. But it’s the trade deadline — given the ability to 
negotiate with anyone, a GM can create a bidding war and Hall was a 
highly skilled, extremely desirable rental. 

The problem, however, was that Hall had a no-movement clause and 
was only willing to waive it to go to Boston. Goodbye leverage and hello 
second-round pick. 

Giroux, of course, also has a no-movement clause, and could — at least 
in theory — do the same to the Flyers in an attempt to navigate his way 
to a team of choice. And that would be his right — it’s one of the main 
perks of negotiating a NMC in your contract in the first place. So far, early 
indicators are that Giroux’s camp is exploring the possibility of a shortlist 
with multiple teams, and I don’t expect Giroux to hamstring the Flyers as 
much as Hall did. (Hall had no real reason for loyalty to the Sabres, 
whereas Giroux seems to be legitimately fond of the Flyers organization.) 
But as long as Giroux could pull a Hall, this outcome can’t be totally ruled 
out. 

Kyle Palmieri (2021) 

Path: New Jersey to New York Islanders 
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Return: 1st round pick, 4th round pick, bottom-tier prospect and AHL 
depth 

At first glance, the Palmieri return seems fine — a first-rounder for a half-
point-per-game player — but that’s missing one key part of the deal: 
Palmieri wasn’t the only piece heading to the Islanders in the deal. The 
Devils also had to include Travis Zajac in order to nab that first-round 
pick. 

From a Flyers perspective, this would be like needing to sweeten the 
Giroux pot by including Justin Braun, just to get one prime asset. Giroux, 
obviously, is far higher regarded than Palmieri. But the idea of packaging 
Giroux with a player like Braun shouldn’t be dismissed out of hand, 
especially if it moves the return up a clear tier. Presumably, however, a 
Giroux/Braun package would bring back a fair bit more than a 
Palmieri/Zajac one did. 

Nick Foligno (2021) 

Path: Columbus to Toronto 

Return: 1st round pick, 4th round pick, salary dump 

The packages that players like Simmonds, Nyquist and Zuccarello 
brought back stand as clear “worst-case-scenario” outcomes for the 
Flyers in a Giroux negotiation. Foligno, on the other hand, sits as a 
logical anchoring point for Fletcher in talks. That’s in the sense of, “Come 
on, Giroux is absolutely worth more than Foligno.” 

Sure, Foligno brought some characteristics to the table that Giroux 
doesn’t have — namely, the kind of physicality that GMs love to add for 
the playoffs and a reputation as a “shutdown” forward. But he wasn’t 
much of a scorer at this point, and also required significant retention of 
his contract to bring the price down for many suitors, yet Toronto still 
ponied up a first-rounder for him. And while Foligno had the leadership 
bonus of being a captain for the Blue Jackets, Giroux has that tag as 
well. The Foligno package, in other words, feels like a reasonable floor 
for Fletcher in terms of a Giroux return — it would be a legitimate 
disappointment, and an utter disaster if it’s any less. 

Kevin Hayes (2019) 

Path: New York Rangers to Winnipeg 

Return: 1st round pick (conditional 4th as well but the condition was not 
met) 

Ah, now here’s a familiar face for Flyers fans. 

Hayes was one of those top-tier options in 2019. And if you squint a bit, 
it’s not difficult to see him as a decent comparable for Giroux. Hayes’ 
point-per-game rate upon being traded (0.824) is almost identical to 
where Giroux is now (0.826), they both could be viewed as centers for 
their new clubs, and while Hayes didn’t have the resume of Giroux, he 
didn’t come with a NMC that could shrink his market. He also was far 
younger, though one could argue from a playoff standpoint for a rental, 
that’s not necessarily a benefit. 

That said, Hayes’ track record was nowhere near as impressive as that 
of Giroux; Hayes was pretty well established as a 40-50 point player 
whereas Giroux hasn’t paced for under 50 points in a season in over a 
decade. Giroux should bring back more than Hayes — especially adding 
in the leadership tax — but we’re starting to approach the realm of 
reasonable comparisons here. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau (2020) 

Path: Ottawa to New York Islanders 

Return: 1st round pick, 2nd round pick 

Another familiar name for those in Philadelphia; this time, it’s because 
the Flyers were very much involved in the bidding for Pageau, but 
ultimately did not meet the Senators’ asking price. The Islanders did and 
then took full advantage of Pageau in knocking the Flyers out of the 
postseason a few months later. 

At the time, Pageau was viewed as the top 3C on the market. Giroux 
could play 3C for a contender, but he’s not limited to that role — he could 
be a second-line winger or even play on the first line of a strong team 
and wouldn’t look out of place. Giroux’s value should be higher than that 
of Pageau. However, a big reason why Lou Lamoriello was willing to 
cough up a first-rounder for Pageau in 2020 was that he immediately 
locked him up to a six-year extension upon acquiring him. He wasn’t 
merely a rental — he was a long-term solution to a key roster hole. 

Now, Giroux and Brisson could certainly explore this option, and that kind 
of trade-and-sign would absolutely serve to increase Giroux’s value. But 
there’s no guarantee that the acquiring team would even want to lock up 
Giroux or be willing to meet Brisson’s demands. Therefore, the Pageau 
comparison isn’t exactly a clean one, even if it’s probably at least in the 
ballpark of Giroux’s ultimate value. 

Evander Kane (2018) 

Path: Buffalo to San Jose 

Return: 1st round pick (conditional), B-/C+ prospect, 4th round pick 

The Zuccarello trade was an example of conditions that didn’t play out 
ideally for the selling team; the Kane trade is one where an 
underwhelming return was made to look acceptable later on. 

Had San Jose not re-signed Kane — which didn’t happen until after the 
playoffs ended for them — Buffalo would have only received a second-
round pick as the centerpiece for an in-prime scoring winger. Instead, the 
Sharks brought him back, and the return looks reasonable: a first, a 
decent-at-the-time prospect (Danny O’Regan) and a mid-rounder. 

Giroux is a better all-around player than Kane and also doesn’t come 
with the same character concern whispers that ultimately became far 
louder than whispers during his tenure in San Jose. But the extension 
was the only way the Kane return made it up to first-round territory, and 
that might not be a realm that a Giroux trade reaches. 

Rick Nash (2018) 

Path: New York Rangers to Boston 

Return: 1st round pick, B-/C+ prospect, two salary dumps 

Like Giroux, Nash was a highly respected, former star-level forward 
looking to round out his resume with a Stanley Cup. The difference 
between the two? Giroux has shown far fewer signs of dramatic decline 
than Nash had in 2018. 

It’s a testament to his reputation around the league that a 33-year-old 
Nash with just 28 points (18 goals) in 60 games still brought back this 
substantial of a package, even if it required the Rangers to take on two 
salary dumps to get it. And the Rangers actually ended up doing even 
better outsiders than expected in the deal — Ryan Lindgren was not 
viewed as an A-tier prospect at the time in league circles, and he 
ultimately developed into a very solid NHL defenseman. Still, the deal 
should be viewed as the Rangers acquiring what Lindgren was at the 
time, not what he became. 

Aside from the potential complication of Giroux’s NMC, however, it’s 
tough to see how he should bring back a lesser package than this one. 

Martin Hanzal (2017) 

Path: Arizona to Minnesota 

Return: 1st round pick, 2nd round pick, C-tier prospect 

Ah, the benefits of a seller’s market. 

At the time, Fletcher was looking to load up his thriving Minnesota Wild 
for what appeared likely to be a long playoff run. The market, however, 
wasn’t exactly full of high-end options, particularly down the middle (33-
year-old Brian Boyle would bring back a conditional second that year, 
which gives you an idea of fallback options). So Fletcher bit the bullet 
and paid up for Hanzal, giving up a first, a second and a mildly intriguing 
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AHLer (Grayson Downing) for Hanzal and a usable fourth-liner (Ryan 
White). 

Giroux is a lot better than Hanzal, who was mostly a post-deadline bust 
for a Wild team that bowed out meekly in Round 1 that year to the St. 
Louis Blues. That said, the market shouldn’t be quite as limited in terms 
of quality forwards as it was in 2017. Still, as all of the examples of 
Hanzal, Nash, Kane, Pageau, Hayes and Foligno seem to imply, a first-
round pick is the generally accepted centerpiece in a deal for a rental 
player at least approaching Giroux’s level. And as you’ll soon see, the 
deals that didn’t involve first-round picks lacked them for good reasons. 

Tyler Toffoli (2020) 

Path: Los Angeles to Vancouver 

Return: B+ tier prospect, 2nd round pick, 4th round pick, salary dump 

No, Vancouver didn’t relinquish a first-round pick to the Kings for Toffoli. 
The Canucks did, however, send them Tyler Madden, and in the process, 
can serve as the framework for an alternate approach to trade deadline 
rental forward acquisition. 

Madden wasn’t viewed as a future star and still isn’t. But he was a recent 
third-rounder in the midst of a stellar 37-points-in-27-games sophomore 
season for Northeastern University when Vancouver made him the 
centerpiece of their Toffoli offer — in other words, he was a prospect with 
legitimate status and helium in the industry. 

Now, by taking Madden instead of a lesser prospect, the Kings sacrificed 
their chances of nabbing a first-round pick for Toffoli, who isn’t quite on 
Giroux’s level as an all-around forward (not as versatile or as dynamic a 
scorer) but would still fit comfortably on most teams’ second lines. But it 
was a trade-off they were willing to make to get the prospect they 
wanted. Is it possible that Fletcher might not have to make such an 
either/or decision? Sure — Giroux is a better player than Toffoli. But 
Toffoli’s market also wasn’t limited by a no-trade or no-move clause like 
Giroux’s likely will be and his age made it easier for teams to view him as 
a long-term investment if they could get him locked up to a new contract. 
This isn’t a ridiculous comparison for a prospect-centric Giroux package, 
though. 

Paul Stastny (2018) 

Path: St. Louis to Winnipeg 

Return: 1st round pick, B-tier prospect, 4th round pick 

Now we’re getting to the closest comparables. 

At 32, Stastny was a little on the older side. He came with the 
complication of a no-trade clause. His production in the three years 
leading up to the trade (135 points in 201 games) isn’t far from where 
Giroux has been (134 points in 169 games). He was more of a passer 
than goal scorer. He even was a center and not a pure winger like many 
of the above rentals have been. 

The result? A first-round pick, a solid but not spectacular prospect (Erik 
Foley was finishing the second of two consecutive near-point-per-game 
seasons at Providence College, but was viewed more as a potential 
middle-sixer at best than a game-changer) and a mid-round pick. 

Now, is Giroux better than Stastny was back then? Probably. His scoring 
rates are better, he’s more versatile and his long tenure as Flyers captain 
lets him check the intangible leadership box to a degree that Stastny 
didn’t. But the gap between the two isn’t enormous, which might be 
difficult for Flyers fans to accept given their lofty views of Giroux’s quality. 
Fletcher certainly should push for a larger package than the Stastny one. 
But it shouldn’t come as a shock if this is around the realm it falls. 

Matt Duchene (2019) 

Path: Ottawa to Columbus 

Return: 1st round pick, two B-/C+ tier prospects 

One reason it might be difficult for Fletcher to get back much more for 
Giroux than what St. Louis received for Stastny? The following year, 
Ottawa didn’t get back much more for Duchene, who had 58 points in 50 
games at the time he was traded. 

Now, one could certainly argue that Giroux today is a better all-around 
player than Duchene was then. (I would certainly make that argument.) 
But Duchene was younger, a far more dynamic scorer and also poised to 
be one of the top free agents on the market in a few short months. He 
was a rental, yes, but trading for him at the deadline also meant getting a 
jump on negotiations with the top pending UFA center. Giroux simply 
doesn’t bring that added benefit — he’s not pulling down a $56 million 
contract this summer like Duchene did in 2019. 

The Duchene return wasn’t a terrible one — Ottawa got the all-important 
first-rounder, after all, and both Vitaly Abramov and Jonathan Davidsson 
were decent prospects at the time from an objective value standpoint, 
even if neither amounted to much in the NHL. But it’s not a package that 
Fletcher can point to as justification for demanding one of Alex Newhook 
or Bowen Byram. Even a recent first-round pick like Justin Barron is a bit 
of a stretch, though perhaps an argument could be made for the quality 
vs. quantity distinction. The Duchene and Stastny deals stand as reasons 
for Flyers fans to temper their expectations regarding the potential extent 
of a Giroux return. 

Mark Stone (2019) 

Path: Ottawa to Vegas 

Return: A-tier prospect, 2nd round pick, salary dump 

Throughout this exercise, I’ve noted that a case could at least be made 
that Giroux was a better player than his comparables. 

A case cannot be made that he is a better player than Stone. 

Stone, in many ways, should be viewed as the ceiling for the return for a 
rental forward at the deadline, because he pretty much had everything 
going for him. He was relatively young (26). He didn’t have trade 
protection in his contract to limit his market. He was a point-per-game 
winger who also could count himself one of the NHL’s best two-way 
forwards. And to add even more to his value, he proved willing to 
immediately sign an extension with the acquiring team — the Golden 
Knights — in the wake of the trade. 

The return? A very good prospect (Erik Brannstrom) and a second-round 
pick. 

In Giroux terms, this would essentially be Newhook and a second, a 
return that surely would excite the Flyers faithful. But again — Giroux 
isn’t on Stone’s level as an asset for numerous reasons, and Stone is the 
only rental forward over the past five seasons to warrant that level of 
return. In other words, this kind of package is less an optimistic hope 
than a pie-in-the-sky dream. If this is what it takes to get back a truly 
high-end prospect at the deadline for a rental, it’s almost certainly not 
going to happen for the Flyers in a theoretical Giroux trade. 

Final thoughts 

So, where does Giroux’s likely market value fall based on recent trade 
deadlines? 

For starters, he’s probably bringing back a first-round pick, unless his no-
movement clause cuts down on his market severely. Even Hall, who only 
would approve a trade to one team, still brought back a second-rounder. 
Based on recent history, a first-rounder is the “pay to play” toll for players 
of Giroux’s caliber. That’s the starting point, unless Fletcher instead is 
looking for a high-quality prospect as the centerpiece, as the Kings did in 
the Toffoli deal or Ottawa did with Stone. 

That said, history tells us it will be difficult for Fletcher to extract a first 
and another significant asset. Trades for rentals including first-round 
picks that also included prospects have not seen the prospect(s) be over 
B-tier quality. In other words, stop dreaming of a first + Newhook 
package, Flyers fans. In fact, the only return for a rental forward that did 
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include a true high-end prospect in recent years was the Stone deal, and 
Giroux simply isn’t on Stone’s level. 

It’s why the Stastny and Duchene deals stand as the best comparables, 
both in terms of quality of player and likely size of return, assuming 
Giroux’s NMC doesn’t hamstring Fletcher too much. And it would be a 
significant pile of assets — but perhaps not what many Flyers fans are 
hoping the team’s longtime captain and star would bring back in a deal. 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: A dress-code rebel takes the 
crown, plus All-Star fits, Olympic kits and a Coyote comes in hot 

 

By Sara Civian Feb 20, 2022 

 

Welcome back to the NHL style power rankings, friends. It’s been a 
while. Since our last installment, the NHL season has passed its midpoint 
and we’ve seen an All-Star Game and most of the Winter Olympics. 

Despite an anti-climatic red carpet experience at this year’s All-Star 
Game, some outfits did not disappoint. We’ll get to those, plus a 
magazine spread and a dress-code rebel. 

Without further ado, let’s get into the rankings. 

10. The Minnesota Wild 

Debuting at No. 10 

I love nothing more than when a team has unexpected — or maybe 
newfound — success and gives us a cute little gimmick. This year, it’s 
the Wild and their Valentine’s Day Kevin Fiala T-shirts. 

I’m honestly impressed at how much the cartoon actually looks like him. 

9. J.T. Compher 

Debuting at No. 9 

BIG GAME TONIGHT!!! 

LET’S GO @JESSCOMPH7  @TEAMUSA X #GOAVSGO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/USGPYOXZBL 

— COLORADO AVALANCHE (@AVALANCHE) FEBRUARY 17, 2022 

J.T. Compher is pictured here showing support for his sister, Jesse, and 
the rest of USA women’s national team. It wasn’t our year, and these 
jerseys stink, but I appreciate the sentiment. 

8. Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo 

Both debuting at No. 8 

Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo (courtesy of the Bruins) 

Can you blame me for not being able to pick one? The blue and brown 
complement each other. Imagine these two are walking down the street 
and you walk by them? You don’t know where they’re going, but you 
wouldn’t think it’s a hockey game. Both of their tie games are unmatched 
this month, you’ve got the regal blue situation from Grzelcyk and the 
color coordination, shades of brown and pop of pattern from Carlo. 

7. Anthony Duclair 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 8 

The Panthers have rocked these T-shirts a few times during Black 
History Month, and that alone deserves a spot in the rankings. But I’m 
giving the spot to Anthony Duclair specifically for the shirt and the funky 
cut-off pants/suit combo. Duclair didn’t have a full picture of it on his own 
Instagram, but he did have a good caption: “Be a good person. It’s 
simple.” 

6. Clayton Keller 

Debuting at No. 6 

Kelsey Grant / Arizona Coyotes 

This man is coming into these rankings hot. Sheesh, Clayton Keller. 
Sometimes flaunting brand names on a T-shirt or something is tacky, but 
the Louis black-on-black scarf is the perfect way to pull it off. Add the 
checkered backpack, the matching green pants, tie and beanie and 
you’ve got one hell of an outfit. 

5. Steven Stamkos 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 5  

Will the whole Tampa Bay Lightning roster make an appearance in the 
style rankings by the end of the season? I wouldn’t bet against it. This is 
Stamkos’ third time being featured — and for good reason. There’s 
something about a classic black with a hint of a bold color like purple 
while in Sin City for the All-Star Game. The rat pack vibes are real, and if 
anyone in the NHL can pull that classic look off, it’s Stamkos. 

4. Rasmus Dahlin 

Debuting at No. 4 

Nothing like a teal, velvet three-piece suit. Add the black in the tie and 
the sneakers, and I’m absolutely sold. Maybe I just love the combination 
of teal and black. I’ve always loved the Sharks’ jerseys — particularly 
their thirds. 

3. Roman Josi 

Debuting at No. 3 

Josi is long overdue for a mention in the style rankings, so we’re glad he 
stood in for Nathan MacKinnon on the Central Division roster at this 
year’s All-Star Game. I’m sure this outfit — particularly the jacket — is 
going to get some haters, but you have to remember the context. It’s an 
All-Star Game in Las Vegas, and he’s channeling that old-school strip 
look well. Love the gray and white. Not trying too hard but still owning the 
moment. 

2. Mikhail Sergachev 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 7 

I WILL NEVER SHUT UP ABOUT THIS FOR AS LONG AS I LIVE 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YNL4DLVIIM 

— DAVE (SPORT MODE) (@HOCKEYENJOYER) FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

(Check out the full feature on Mikhail Sergachev in Russian Esquire 
here.) 

Is it just me, or is hockey getting more pop-culture clout recently? I saw 
style rankings heavyweight Tom Wilson interacting with Joe Jonas on 
Instagram the other day, Zendaya was at the Rangers game last week, 
noted Canadian Justin Bieber was tweeting about the Canadian women’s 
national team and here we’ve got Sergachev looking like a career model 
in Russian Esquire. 

Do I have any idea at all what is going on or what the interview is actually 
about? Absolutely not. If you can read Russian, please drop a comment 
with the gist and any highlights. Does Sergachev look like the coolest 
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hockey player there ever was? Absolutely. Look at those hightop 
sneakers, designed with money all over them! 

What’s your favorite look? I’m rocking with the leather-jacket/bare-chest 
combo, but the wide-leg jean/jacket combo screams, “I know about 
fashion and I’m not afraid to flex on you about it.” 

1. Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Debuting at No. 1 

ADDED A JACKET TO COMPLETE THE LOOK ✨#GOJETSGO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/MIZF965H3Z 

— WINNIPEG JETS (@NHLJETS) FEBRUARY 12, 2022 

HE HAS ARRIVED  #GOJETSGO | #CHIVSWPG 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/TP8M2QVOKK 

— WINNIPEG JETS (@NHLJETS) FEBRUARY 15, 2022 

There were so many good looks throughout February, and they covered 
a range of preferences and styles. It would have been the hardest No. 1 
to pick yet if it weren’t for Dubois’ stand against the dress code. The 
great Winnipeg News reporter Mike McIntyre told me that Dubois ran out 
of clean clothes while stuck in New York on COVID-19 protocol, unable 
to get back to Canada during All-Star break. When he re-joined the team, 
he had to play two games without clean suits, so he wore his street 
clothes. He scored two goals in two games, so now the suit-less life 
might be a forever thing. 

“I hate wearing suits. They’re uncomfortable,” Dubois told McIntyre. “You 
get on a plane, you change right away. I like shopping. I like fashion. I’m 
not gonna lie: Coming to the rink, it puts a smile on my face to be able to 
do what I did the past two games. So, yeah, I’ll have to have a talk. 
Maybe it’s a fine every game. Maybe, if it’s low enough I can pay it and 
suck it up. But yeah, we’ll see.” 

Dubois showed up to his first game back in Winnipeg wearing the Mike 
Tyson T-shirt shown above, so he’s sticking to it for now. Streetwear is all 
the rage these days — so is the bubble jacket Dubois is wearing over the 
T-shirt. He tops it off with the yellow Nikes to match the shirt. 

The Athletic NHL style rankings approve of this message, and I love how 
the Jets are actually running with it on social media. 

I’m telling you, folks, “look good, play good” is a real thing — just look at 
David Pastrnak tearing it up recently. I’d start the GoFundMe for the 
fines, but I think Dubois and his $3.35 million average annual value can 
handle it. 

Oh, and don’t forget the Jets as a whole repping the Canadian women’s 
national team. 

         #GOJETSGO | #SEAVSWPG 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/JQJWRO0NCE 

— WINNIPEG JETS (@NHLJETS) FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

Congrats on the gold. 
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The Athletic / Breaking down the NHL’s best and worst first defence pairs 
this season 

 

By Harman Dayal Feb 19, 2022 

 

Any NHL team with true contention aspirations needs their top players to 
be firing on all cylinders. If you’ve got an elite top line and first pair, that 
foundation can often mask flaws and weaknesses further down the 
lineup. 

Last month we analyzed how every NHL team’s top line was producing, 
this time we’re turning our attention to each club’s first pairs. The goal is 
the same as it was with the forwards: Identify which teams have top pairs 
that are dominating and which ones are significantly trailing the 
competition. 

Let’s begin by laying out our criteria for defining a “top pair” and then 
explain our methodology for tracking performance. 

My initial thought was to take the No.1 defenceman on each team by 5-
on-5 ice-time per game and then look at that player’s results with their 
most frequent partner (eg: MacKenzie Weegar leads the Panthers in 5-
on-5 TOI, his most common partner is Aaron Ekblad, so let’s break down 
the Weegar-Ekblad pair’s numbers). 

That approach sounded great in theory but the problem I ran into is that 
many teams haven’t had a consistent two-man top pair this season. 
Many teams have a No.1 defender as their anchor for the top pair and 
then a rotating cast of lesser partners that are constantly changing. 

Take the Vancouver Canucks for example. Quinn Hughes is Vancouver’s 
No.1 defenceman — very clearly the anchor for the club’s top pair — but 
there are three partners (Tucker Poolman, Luke Schenn and Tyler 
Myers) that he’s played at least 150 minutes alongside. He hasn’t had a 
consistent partner. If I only analyzed the results of the Hughes-Poolman 
pair, that represents less than a third of Hughes’ 5-on-5 minutes this 
year, meaning we’d be leaving out a massive chunk of games in our 
assessment of how Vancouver’s “top pair” has performed this season. 

The purpose of this piece is to look at what value each team is getting 
from the first pair usage role/lineup slot rather than pore into the best 
two-man partnerships in the NHL. In light of that, I decided to use each 
team’s No.1 defender by 5-on-5 ice-time as a proxy for the club’s top pair 
and then analyze the on-ice results. The only exception to the proxy 
criteria is if the minutes were very close and there was a more logical 
choice (e.g. we’ll use Adam Fox instead of Jacob Trouba and Ivan 
Provorov instead of Travis Sanheim) 

I’ll include a table at the end of the article that shows which No.1 
defenceman was used as each team’s proxy as well as a breakdown of 
who their partner(s) have been. 

For performance, we’ll look at the goals for and against differential when 
that top pair is on the ice. That’s obviously not a perfect instrument as the 
results are influenced by the other players that the pair shares the ice 
with but if we apply context by also looking at the pair’s play-driving 
numbers (which we’ll do later), we’ll get a decent big picture view. Here 
are the numbers so far, sorted by each pair’s 5-on-5 goal differential rate. 

NHL First Pairs' 5v5 Goal Differential 

RANK   TEAM   GF/60   GA/60   GD/60   

1 

Colorado Avalanche 

3.45 

1.69 

1.76 

2 

Carolina Hurricanes 

3.39 

2.26 

1.13 
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3 

Calgary Flames 

3.37 

2.37 

1 

4 

Florida Panthers 

3.53 

2.55 

0.98 

5 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

3.2 

2.25 

0.95 

6 

New York Islanders 

2.42 

1.47 

0.95 

7 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

2.87 

2.01 

0.86 

8 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

3.18 

2.32 

0.86 

9 

Los Angeles Kings 

2.92 

2.2 

0.72 

10 

Washington Capitals 

2.92 

2.23 

0.69 

11 

Ottawa Senators 

2.98 

2.3 

0.68 

12 

Nashville Predators 

2.82 

2.17 

0.65 

13 

Vancouver Canucks 

2.16 

1.6 

0.56 

14 

New York Rangers 

2.64 

2.19 

0.45 

15 

Boston Bruins 

2.69 

2.38 

0.31 

16 

Dallas Stars 

2.26 

1.98 

0.28 

17 

Anaheim Ducks 

2.49 

2.36 

0.13 

18 

San Jose Sharks 

2.64 

2.58 

0.06 

19 

Buffalo Sabres 

2.49 

2.49 

0 

20 
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Vegas Golden Knights 

2.63 

2.63 

0 

21 

Minnesota Wild 

2.56 

2.73 

-0.17 

22 

Winnipeg Jets 

2.36 

2.58 

-0.22 

23 

Edmonton Oilers 

2.16 

2.45 

-0.29 

24 

Philadelphia Flyers 

1.96 

2.47 

-0.51 

25 

New Jersey Devils 

2.22 

2.83 

-0.61 

26 

Chicago Blackhawks 

1.56 

2.23 

-0.67 

27 

St. Louis Blues 

2.39 

3.46 

-1.07 

28 

Detroit Red Wings 

1.82 

2.99 

-1.17 

29 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

2.2 

3.47 

-1.27 

30 

Seattle Kraken 

2.12 

3.52 

-1.4 

31 

Montreal Canadiens 

1.74 

3.47 

-1.73 

32 

Arizona Coyotes 

1.58 

3.68 

-2.1 

I don’t think it’s a shocker to anyone that Colorado tops this list. Cale 
Makar is having an exceptional offensive year (on pace for 33 goals!!!) 
and his presence has been bolstered by Devon Toews’ continued 
emergence as a top-flight defenceman in his own right. They dominate 
possession, pile up offensive chances and surrender very little 
defensively — they’re a terrifying force for opposing teams to deal with. 

The continued success of Carolina’s top pair is a massive endorsement 
for Jaccob Slavin. There were tons of debates in hockey circles about 
who really drove the Slavin, Dougie Hamilton pair in years past. Slavin 
hasn’t missed a beat, driving monstrous results while carrying the likes of 
Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear. 

Speaking of teams that have kept rolling despite losing a key 
defenceman, the Flames have weathered the loss of Mark Giordano 
quite well. Calgary doesn’t really have a distinct first pair — the top-four 
is used nearly identical in terms of matchups and ice-time, but both top-
four pairs have crushed it regardless. Oliver Kylington’s drawn a lot of 
attention for his breakout year, but Rasmus Andersson also deserves 
plaudits for the step he’s taken. Andersson leads Flames defenders in 
ice-time, is set to obliterate his previous career-highs for points and has 
been more consistent at both ends of the rink. 

Calgary’s ranking on this list is probably a tad inflated because its top 
pair has shared so much time with their dominant top line. Still, the 
Flames’ top-four is extremely balanced and shaping up very nicely 
despite not having a Norris Trophy-calibre star on the backend. 

On the Panthers, Aaron Ekblad and MacKenzie Weegar have continued 
dominating together. Ekblad’s an outside challenger for the Norris and 
Weegar’s excelled thanks to how aggressively he steps up to kill the 
opposition’s transition attack while using his own puck-moving prowess 
to set the table for Florida’s lethal top forwards. The Weegar-Ekblad pair 
has played 1800 5-on-5 minutes together since the 2019-20 season; in 
that span, they’ve dominated shots and chances in the 55 percent range 
while outscoring opponents by 30. 
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Morgan Rielly’s outstanding offensive season is helping the Leafs’ top 
pair dominate its matchups. That’s been critical because the usually 
steady Jake Muzzin-Justin Holl second pair has underperformed all year. 

Adam Pelech and Scott Mayfield (Andy Marlin / USA TODAY) 

Behind Toronto, the Islanders’ Adam Pelech-Scott Mayfield pair deserves 
a ton of credit. New York’s had a really tough year and because of its thin 
backend, Barry Trotz has used this pair against elite competition more 
than almost any other pair in the NHL. Despite that tough environment 
(and with Ryan Pulock missing big chunks of the season), Pelech and 
Mayfield have remarkably found a way to continue winning their 
matchups by decisive margins. So far we’ve mostly praised offensive 
dynamos, but Pelech and Mayfield perform well because of their 
defensive skill set: they’re big, mobile, have excellent defensive sticks 
and completely stifle opponents’ time and space. 

To round out the top-10, we have a run on the old guard of elite 
defencemen that continue excelling in Tampa Bay (Victor Hedman), 
Pittsburgh (Kris Letang), Los Angeles (Drew Doughty) and Washington 
(John Carlson). What’s special about these defenders is that with the 
exception of Letang, they’re garnering these results without having high-
end partners beside them (Jan Rutta for Hedman, Mikey Anderson for 
Doughty and Martin Fehervary for Carlson). Rutta, Anderson and 
Fehervary are all solid and have played their roles well, but not every 
No.1 defenceman can be counted on to do the heavy lifting the way 
these teams’ No.1’s have. 

Ottawa’s looking pretty good on this list which is also what we said last 
month when analyzing its top forward line. Thomas Chabot hasn’t had 
the biggest offensive year but this has arguably been the most complete 
and well-rounded two-way season of his career. Chabot’s raw underlying 
numbers don’t jump off the page but his relative to teammate play-driving 
numbers are sterling and it’s translated on the scoreboard. This has been 
a frustrating year for Ottawa: the young players continue doing their part 
to improve but there just isn’t enough talent surrounding them to escape 
the NHL’s basement. 

Beneath them, Nashville’s been powered by a resurgent year from 
Roman Josi. Josi was still very good last year, but a clear notch below 
his 2019-20 Norris winning level. He’s been back a lot closer to that 
2019-20 form this time around. Josi’s also been aided by a solid step 
forward from his partner Dante Fabbro. Fabbro’s looked a lot quicker on 
his feet and more composed with the puck, which has allowed him to 
finally look fully comfortable as a top-four defenceman. 

Vancouver ranks really well relative to where they are in the standings 
thanks to Hughes. After a rough season in his own end last year, Hughes 
has returned to form as a two-way possession powerhouse. He’s 
defended the rush much better, committed fewer turnovers and looked 
very mature defensively despite the fact that he’s had to carry partners 
that aren’t top-four calibre in Poolman and Schenn. If there was ever any 
question about Hughes’ defensive ability and whether it’d prevent him 
from being a franchise No.1 cornerstone after last year, he’s put all those 
concerns to bed with conviction. 

The Rangers’ first pair probably gets underrated in an exercise like this, 
especially when the focus is only on even-strength results. Everyone 
knows how elite Fox is and he’s been magic on New York’s power-play 
which ranks top-five in the NHL. Fox’s 5-on-5 numbers with Ryan 
Lindgren are very healthy and the play-driving profile looks stellar once 
you peer into relative-to-teammate metrics that account for the fact that 
New York isn’t the strongest team at controlling 5-on-5 play. 

There are some interesting teams in the bottom half of the list. 

Vegas’ top pair isn’t really dominating but that’s more a sign of how much 
Alec Martinez’s absence has meant more than anything. Pietrangelo 
might not be an elite, Norris calibre No.1 defender anymore but he’s still 
a workhorse and has been put in a tough spot. He’s had to prop up 
Nicolas Hague who’s gone from being a sheltered third pair defender last 
year to being thrown into the fire as Pietrangelo’s partner in high-
leverage minutes for long stretches. To his credit, Hague’s held his own 

but on a team that’s been battered by injuries both up front and on the 
backend, it isn’t as surprising as it may seem on the surface to see the 
Golden Knights’ first pair rank a bit lower. 

Minnesota also ranked lower than I expected. Jonas Brodin has 
continued his form as an elite defensive suppressor — he’s been his 
usual self — but Matt Dumba’s been an underwhelming performer at 5-
on-5. Dumba is a serviceable top-four defenceman and can be even 
better than that for stretches when he gets hot, but the Wild have been 
narrowly outshot, out-chanced and outscored when he’s been on the ice. 

That said, in the big picture, I’m not concerned at all about Minnesota’s 
backend. Alex Goligoski has been a beast this year, the Wild are deep 
with quality blueliners right down to the third pair and Jared Spurgeon will 
surely ramp into high gear after an injury-hampered campaign to this 
point. The Wild might not have an elite No.1 defender, but they more 
than make up for it with how deep the rest of their blue line is. 

Further down the list, St. Louis has really struggled to find the right fit on 
its top pair. Colton Parayko has so many gifts but the Blues are finding 
out in real-time that he can’t drive a top pair on his own. That’s where 
Marco Scandella’s disappointing campaign has really stung. Niko Mikkola 
hasn’t fared a whole lot better in that role either. There are plenty of 
teams like Florida or Carolina that could benefit from adding Jakob 
Chychrun as a luxury piece, but I don’t know if there’s a team with a 
bigger need for a player like him than the Blues. That recommendation 
may seem ironic given where the Coyotes rank on this list but a down 
year on a trainwreck of a team shouldn’t obfuscate Chychrun’s otherwise 
strong track record before this season. 

We can clearly see Montreal’s top pair has been devastated by Shea 
Weber’s loss. I think most of us knew Chiarot’s not a true talent top-
pairing defenceman but it definitely hasn’t helped that the two partners 
he’s split time with this season have both struggled. Jeff Petry’s game 
has inexplicably fallen off a cliff and David Savard looks like a shadow of 
the player he once was. 

Goal differential drives wins and losses so it’s by far the most practical 
way of looking at things. That said, in small samples, goal differential can 
be quite volatile and move up and down based on factors outside of a 
player’s control. We can dig into how well these pairs have controlled 
play to identify some of the major discrepancies. For this, we can turn to 
an expected goals model for a sanity check. This breaks down the quality 
of chances generated for and against and calculates how much on-ice 
production there should be assuming league average finishing. 

The goal here isn’t to pore over the individual results — some of these 
numbers can be influenced by team quality or aren’t representative of a 
player or pair’s true impact — we’re just trying to identify some of the 
really big and obvious trends. 

5v5 xG Differential For First Pairs 

TEAM   XGF/60   XGA/60   XGD/60   

Boston 

2.74 

1.84 

0.9 

Tampa Bay 

2.87 

2.06 

0.81 

Colorado 

2.84 

2.11 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 20, 2022 

 

0.73 

Calgary 

3.07 

2.35 

0.72 

Los Angeles 

2.9 

2.2 

0.7 

Florida 

2.99 

2.3 

0.69 

Carolina 

3.16 

2.53 

0.63 

Edmonton 

2.93 

2.37 

0.56 

Islanders 

2.44 

2.02 

0.42 

Dallas 

2.51 

2.14 

0.37 

Toronto 

2.85 

2.55 

0.3 

New Jersey 

2.48 

2.18 

0.3 

Winnipeg 

2.74 

2.49 

0.25 

Nashville 

2.5 

2.29 

0.21 

Washington 

2.67 

2.49 

0.18 

Pittsburgh 

2.66 

2.53 

0.13 

Vegas 

2.82 

2.74 

0.08 

Minnesota 

2.33 

2.28 

0.05 

Vancouver 

2.43 

2.46 

-0.03 

Rangers 

2.37 

2.47 

-0.1 

Ottawa 

2.51 

2.63 

-0.12 

Detroit 

2.41 

2.6 

-0.19 

Columbus 

2.66 

2.85 

-0.19 

Chicago 

2.12 

2.38 

-0.26 

Arizona 
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1.87 

2.19 

-0.32 

Anaheim 

2.42 

2.77 

-0.35 

St. Louis 

2.26 

2.65 

-0.39 

Philadelphia 

2.17 

2.63 

-0.46 

Buffalo 

2.11 

2.59 

-0.48 

Seattle 

1.87 

2.37 

-0.5 

San Jose 

2.34 

2.85 

-0.51 

Montreal 

2.16 

2.99 

-0.83 

Right off the bat, we see Boston leading the pack in controlling quality 
chances which makes sense. The Bruins’ top pair didn’t look so hot by 
goal differential in the first chart but that appears to be a function of tough 
puck luck more than anything else. Charlie McAvoy has continued to tilt 
the ice to the tune of a monster 59.5 percent expected goal share, the 
bounces just haven’t gone his way so far this season. That should 
change pretty quickly. 

Edmonton’s top pair also stands out in terms of playing better than the 
goals for and against numbers would indicate. Darnell Nurse has come 
back down to Earth offensively but he’s actually having the best two-way 
season of his career. Nurse is allowing chances and goals against at a 
significantly lower rate than last season. 

Darnell Nurse's Improved 5v5 Defence 

SEASON   5V5 EXPECTED GOALS AGAINST/60   5V5 GOALS 
AGAINST/60   

2021-22 

2.4 

2.48 

2020-21 

2.65 

2.9 

2019-20 

2.64 

3.09 

The problem is that the Oilers have been snakebitten offensively with 
Nurse on the ice, converting shots at a really low 6 percent clip, 
something a defenceman wouldn’t really have control over. 

The Devils are another team with a top pair that’s playing better than you 
might think. Jonas Siegenthaler’s handled tough matchups a lot better 
than I would have expected, he’s actually tilting play in the right direction 
alongside Damon Severson. They’ve unfortunately just been sunk by 
goaltending. Based on the quality of chances they’ve surrendered, the 
Devils’ top pair is conceding 2.18 expected goals against per 60 minutes 
at 5-on-5. In reality, they’ve allowed 2.83 goals against per hour, which is 
the product of .899 goaltending at 5-on-5. 

Columbus’ first pair has probably also deserved a better fate. Zach 
Werenski has treaded water just fine at 5-on-5, in fact he’s actually had 
an outstanding two-way impact once you isolate for factors like team 
quality, linemates and more using Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM tool. 

Image via Evolving-Hockey 

Don’t let the unfortunate goal differential from the first chart fool you: 
Werenski has been every bit his normal self. The real problem has been 
Columbus’ inability to find an adequate partner for him in the wake of 
Seth Jones’ offseason trade. That’s where the likes of Jake Bean have 
struggled and dragged Columbus’ first pair down. 

Near the bottom of the chart, the Sharks’ top pair stands out. They didn’t 
look too bad in the first chart when we looked at goals for and against but 
a deeper look suggests they’ve been significantly underwater in 
controlling shots and chances. Brent Burns has continued creating plenty 
of offence but we’re starting to see deeper cracks in his two-way profile, 
with San Jose controlling just 43.5 percent of 5-on-5 shot attempts with 
him on the ice. 

Proxies Used 

TEAM   ANCHOR/PROXY   PARTNER(S) WITH MORE THAN 200 
MINS TOGETHER   

Anaheim 

Hampus Lindholm 

Jamie Drysdale (729 mins) 

Arizona 

Jakob Chychrun 

Ilya Lyubushkin (286 mins) 

Boston 

Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelyck (316 mins), Derek Forbort (249 mins) 

Buffalo 

Rasmus Dahlin 

Henri Jokiharju (371 mins), Mark Pysyk (218 mins) 

Carolina 
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Jaccob Slavin 

Tony DeAngelo (364 mins), Ethan Bear (209 mins) 

Columbus 

Zach Werenski 

Jake Bean (482 mins) 

Calgary 

Rasmus Andersson 

Noah Hanifin (707 mins) 

Chicago 

Seth Jones 

Calvin de Haan (393 mins) 

Colorado 

Cale Makar 

Devon Toews (439 mins) 

Dallas 

Miro Heiskanen 

Esa Lindell (409 mins), Ryan Suter (400 mins) 

Detroit 

Nick Leddy 

Filip Hronek (507 minutes) 

Edmonton 

Darnell Nurse 

Evan Bouchard (496 mins), Tyson Barrie (226 mins) 

Florida 

MacKenzie Weegar 

Aaron Ekblad (730 mins) 

Los Angeles 

Drew Doughty 

Mikey Anderson (417 mins) 

Minnesota 

Matt Dumba 

Jonas Brodin (496 mins) 

Montreal 

Ben Chiarot 

Jeff Petry (314 mins), David Savard (297 mins) 

New Jersey 

Jonas Siegenthaler 

Damon Severson (514 mins), PK Subban (256 mins) 

Nashville 

Roman Josi 

Dante Fabbro (543 mins) 

Islanders 

Adam Pelech 

Scott Mayfield (497 mins) 

Rangers 

Adam Fox 

Ryan Lindgren (644 mins) 

Ottawa 

Thomas Chabot 

Artem Zub (319 mins), Nikita Zaitsev (211 mins) 

Philadelphia 

Ivan Provorov 

Justin Braun (578 mins) 

Pittsburgh 

Kris Letang 

Brian Dumoulin (685 mins) 

Seattle 

Adam Larsson 

Vince Dunn (321 mins), Jeremy Lauzon (243 mins) 

San Jose 

Brent Burns 

Mario Ferraro (732 mins) 

St. Louis 

Colton Parayko 

Niko Mikkola (378 mins), Marco Scandella (266 mins) 

Tampa Bay 

Victor Hedman 

Jan Rutta (529 mins) 

Toronto 

Morgan Rielly 

TJ Brodie (648 mins) 

Vancouver 

Quinn Hughes 

Tucker Poolman (273 mins), Luke Schenn (232 mins) 

Vegas 

Alex Pietrangelo 

Nicolas Hague (463 mins) 

Winnipeg 

Josh Morrissey 

Nate Schmidt (531 mins) 

Washington 

John Carlson 

Martin Fehervary (617 mins) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Amid wreckage of defensive collapse, Maple Leafs’ depth 
scorers find progress 

 

Sonny Sachdeva, February 20, 2022, 1:08 AM 

 

TORONTO — Just one night into their tenure in Toronto, Ilya Lyubushkin 
and Ryan Dzingel have already managed to step up with their first clutch 
performance for their new club, the pair’s acquisition from the Arizona 
Coyotes late Saturday providing a welcome distraction from the 
lacklustre effort put in by the Maple Leafs earlier in the evening. 

Through 40 minutes of the tilt, it still looked salvageable, Toronto having 
battled back to an even score in front of the 9,098 who’d flocked to the 
Scotiabank Arena to see a follow-up to Thursday’s thriller. Instead, it was 
the St. Louis Blues flying up and down the sheet Saturday night, 
overwhelming the Maple Leafs and, in those final 20 minutes, taking the 
close game, balling it up, and chucking it easily into their own win column 
with a trio of third-period goals. 

Amid the wreckage of that 6-3 loss, though, there was some worthwhile 
progress recovered for the Maple Leafs, in the form of some fine 
performances from the depths of the club’s forward lineup. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

While it was Auston Matthews, Michael Bunting and Mitch Marner who 
combined for the key damage at even-strength last game, it was William 
Nylander and Alex Kerfoot who shouldered the bulk of the offensive 
danger on Saturday. Centred by captain John Tavares, the two wingers 
were buzzing all night, at times seeming the only combination of blue 
sweaters who could create quality looks with some regularity. 

It was that chipping away that kept the Maple Leafs from being all but 
buried after going down 2-0 just 12 minutes in. By the middle of the 
second frame, Nylander had instead buried his 18th and 19th goals of 
the year to get Toronto back to level ground. In racking up primary 
helpers on both goals, Kerfoot continued to climb the ranks of the best 5-
on-5 playmakers of the 2021-22 season, his 22 even-strength assists 
ranking sixth-most in the league after Saturday night. 

That it was Nylander’s line that wound up as one of the only bright spots 
on the night wasn’t necessarily a surprise to the trio’s coach, though. 

“I had said [that line] had been generating chances, and it just seemed 
like it was a matter of time — particularly with Will,” head coach Sheldon 
Keefe said of Nylander after the game. “Those shots that he’s had, where 
he’s in behind the D and he’s all alone with the goalie, he’s had those for 
a while now and they haven’t gone in for him. … Tonight they did, so 
that’s a really good sign for him and us.” 

The smooth-skating Swede echoed the sentiment. 

“I think it started a little bit in Seattle, I think we got something going,” he 
said. “And I thought last game we had a lot of chances. … We’ve been 
creating more and more every game.” 

Though they didn’t enjoy the same scoreboard glamour, the third-line unit 
of Ilya Mikheyev, David Kampf and Ondrej Kase made their presence 
known just as well, clawing all night to try to pull the Maple Leafs back. 

Both in the early going, when much of the rest of the lineup struggled to 
string together quality chances, and late in the night, with the game 
slipping away, there were multiple moments that saw Mikheyev and Co. 

fighting for an extended stay in the Blues’ zone, manufacturing some 
quality looks by way of sheer determination and quiet poise. 

Had things fallen differently, it could’ve ended up a crucial facet of 
Toronto’s effort, as it was the dutiful battling from those third-line soldiers 
— grinding down low behind the Blues’ net — that eventually led to T.J. 
Brodie’s goal late in the second period, the one that got the team back to 
3-3 heading into the final frame, the game still alive. 

Ultimately, the issues on the other side of the puck that dogged the 
Maple Leafs from the opening minutes caught up with them, nullifying all 
of it. 

“We didn’t defend well enough tonight to give ourselves a chance to win,” 
Keefe said of the loss, which snaps the team’s brief win streak at two 
games. “They have a lot of skill — they’re one of the top teams in the 
NHL on the rush. We knew that going into the game, that it was going to 
be a challenge for us to defend against that. And they got the better of 
us, we didn’t do a good enough job with it.” 

The Blues moved up to second in the Central with Saturday night’s win 
(Toronto sticking at third in the Atlantic). But the blueprint that’s guiding 
St. Louis back to the playoffs this time around is a long way from the one 
that netted them the Cup just a few years back. 

“They’ve developed a reputation as a big, heavy team, but they’ve 
completely transformed how they play this year,” Keefe said of those 
Blues. “They’re as dangerous as any team there is in the NHL on the 
rush, and they showed that tonight.” 

On the receiving end of relentless speed was Jack Campbell, dealt a 
rough follow-up to his gem against Pittsburgh on Thursday, which had 
Keefe saying No. 36 was looking as calm as he’d ever seen him. 

Remaining Time -3:37 

The Maple Leafs netminder had five goals hung on him this time around, 
turning aside 28 of the Blues’ 33 shots. 

Even so, his coach isn’t chalking that reversal up to inconsistency, given 
what he saw from the rest of the group. 

“He [didn’t] have a chance to be good tonight,” Keefe said of his 
goaltender. “When you give up five it doesn’t look good, but there were 
just a lot of gifts tonight. In around the net, tap-ins. 

“Our team didn’t do a good enough job for him tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With McDavid and Draisaitl's buy-in, Oilers reaping 
benefits of defensive play 

 

February 19, 2022, 8:43 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Nobody wanted to hear it. But everyone wants to see it. 

What is one of the main reasons the Edmonton Oilers are suddenly a 
structured, defensively stout team that has given up just eight goals — 
just three at five-on-five — in running Jay Woodcroft’s record to 5-0? 

Well, let's ask the coach. 

“I think it's contagious, first of all,” Woodcroft said after a 4-2 win in 
Winnipeg Saturday afternoon. “When some of the best hockey players in 
the world are working their way back into their own end with a type of 
relentlessness and attention to detail, I think the rest of the team follows 
suit.” 
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Woodcroft was asked by reporters in Winnipeg about Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl, whose defensive games have found a new level 
under their new coach. 

“Those two are leaders on our team, so I think it’s a good sign when 
they’re leading the way,” Woodcroft said. “By committing to the defensive 
side of the puck, I really liked the way we played the game five on five 
tonight. I thought it was very detailed.” 

That’s the thing about leaders. They come with followers. 

When the big boys play a game like they’re playing right now — a style 
that looks able to win a 2-1 game when the chips are down in May and 
June — the rest of the team plays it too. Shift lengths are down, chance-
taking is less, and on this night it resulted in one of McDavid’s most 
dynamic offensive games in recent memory. 

McDavid, Draisaitl and Darnell Nurse have reasserted themselves 
defensively since Dave Tippett was fired, most notably because his team 
was hemorrhaging scoring chances. Predictably, the rest of this Oilers 
team has too, and despite a 4-2 final against the Jets, this was a clinic for 
50 minutes, with Edmonton leading 3-0 before the Jets pushed them off 
the rails in the final 10:00. 

“(We’re) just connected, you know?” began McDavid. “I thought we had 
five guys all over the ice. Having layers everywhere, making it hard for 
them to come through us.” 

Let’s face it: the words “Edmonton Oilers” and “defensive clinic” have 
appeared in the same sentence about as often as “truckers rally” and 
“deep thinkers.” 

But on this afternoon, the Oilers gave themselves a template on which to 
base a playoff run. A videotape that can be revisited every time the 
standards begin to slip, or the goals against get out of hand. 

After killing off a 90-second five-on-three just six minutes into the game 
— a huge, early moment in this game — Edmonton proceeded to 
smother the Jets in all three zones for the next 45 minutes. Edmonton 
gave up a reckless shorty to break Mikko Koskinen’s shutout bid and 
start the Jets’ attack, allowed a Kyle Connor powerplay goal, then 
weathered a late storm before Nurse bagged an empty-netter. 

In between, Edmonton’s resurgent penalty-killing unit posted a 5-for-6 
game while allowing an astonishing three shots on goal in six Jets 
attempts. Edmonton has allowed four goals while shorthanded in the five 
games since Woodcroft and Dave Manson came aboard, one shorty and 
just three five-on-five goals. 

Not bad, considering the Jets game was Edmonton’s fourth game in six 
days (all wins), with a fifth game set for Sunday night at home versus 
Minnesota. 

Oh, and they’ve had three different goalies in net for the last four wins, 
with Stuart Skinner, Mike Smith, and now Koskinen, in his first game 
back out of Covid protocol. 

Weird, eh? 

“Yeah, it’s definitely unusual,” McDavid agreed. “But there hasn’t been 
much usual about this season, from everything that’s gone on. We 
believe in all those guys and we knew that we had to be better in front of 
them.” 

After a schedule full of fits and starts, Edmonton is in the thick of it now, 
with a back-to-back this weekend and a five-game U.S. trip that kicks off 
Wednesday in Tampa. 

“It’s fun, though,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie, whose game has also 
visibly elevated of late. “I mean, it’s been such an odd year with breaks, 
and COVID and everything. So it’s nice to have a full team and be rolling 
and playing. That’s how we like to do it. 

“We’ve got a bunch of games coming up, but we’re feeling good and 
we’re having fun playing hockey. We’re looking forward to it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / In worst loss under Boudreau, Canucks exposed as slow 
and careless with puck 

 

Iain MacIntyre February 20, 2022, 2:21 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – When the Vancouver Canucks bumbled their way to 
victory Thursday in San Jose, after allowing 53 shots in a win over the 
Toronto Maple Leafs last weekend, coach Bruce Boudreau 
acknowledged that the trend couldn’t continue. His players had to play 
better. 

Saturday, they got worse. 

In the first full-capacity game at Rogers Arena in more than two months, 
the Canucks surrendered five goals in the first 24 minutes and were 
embarrassed 7-4 by the Anaheim Ducks, one of many teams Vancouver 
is trying to catch in the National Hockey League playoff race. 

Unfathomably, it was the second time in three home games the Canucks 
fell behind 5-0 in front of their ticket-buying fans. But at least their 6-3 
loss to the New York Islanders 10 nights earlier was in a half-empty 
arena capped by COVID-19 restrictions. 

The dismal performance Saturday in front of 18,932 fans would have 
been bad under any circumstances. The Canucks generated two shots in 
the first period and their third shot of the game, a 150-foot shorthanded 
clearance by defenceman Travis Hamonic, came when the score was 
already 4-0. 

But it felt worse than anything so far from the Canucks under Boudreau 
due to the close calls – wakeup calls – against the Sharks and Leafs, and 
the alarming reality that the Ducks, three points ahead in the Western 
Conference standings before Saturday, are a team Vancouver needs to 
pass if its playoff aspirations are to become anything more than playoff 
fantasy. 

“I think it's pretty obvious that Anaheim was way more of a desperate 
team, and they knew what was at stake,” Boudreau, as disappointed as 
he has sounded since replacing Travis Green as coach on Dec. 5, told 
reporters in the media room. “And we were just thinking that it was going 
to be an ordinary game when they knew it wasn't an ordinary game. 
That's where it started. And then it just unraveled after that. 

“We all knew the importance of this game. To not come out with that 
sense of urgency is bothersome.” 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Boudreau says Canucks' 'woe is me' mentality must change 

The Canucks were as healthy as they’ve been all season (at least before 
defencemen Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Kyle Burroughs left Saturday’s 
game with undisclosed injuries). They were rested, supposedly 
desperate, and opening a three-game homestand against a divisional 
rival just ahead of them in the standings. 

And then they trailed 1-0 after 57 seconds on Troy Terry’s deflection, and 
2-0 at 3:43 on Nicolas Deslauriers’ uncontested goalmouth tap-in. 

The Canucks penalty killing, engulfed all season in flames of varying 
height, failed to kill two of the first three Vancouver penalties. The 
Canucks’ best forwards were noticeable in the game’s first half mostly for 
taking penalties; J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat were in the box for Anaheim 
power-play goals. And star goalie Thatcher Demko was chased from the 
net after allowing five goals on 14 shots. 
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“They scored those two quick ones on us there early and there was just 
no pushback from us early enough,” Horvat, the Canucks captain, said. “I 
thought we started to come along there in the second period but, I mean, 
at that time you're down 5-0. 

“I think we should be, not only use the word embarrassed, but it just 
wasn't good enough by us tonight. Against a team in our division, you're 
back to full capacity and you want to play a heckuva a game for your fans 
and, again, it was almost a letdown for us tonight. 

“It's just something that we can't let happen, especially the magnitude of 
these points. . . against a team like that and we're trying to make a 
playoff push. It's on all of us. It's on me. It's on everybody in that room 
taking accountability and getting the job done.” 

It’s probably worth noting that the Ducks had lost four straight games and 
were just outscored 13-5 by the Calgary Flames and Edmonton Oilers, 
two other Pacific Division teams the Canucks are trying to “catch.” 

As in most of their worst losses this season, the Canucks were exposed 
as too slow, too careless with the puck, dangerously inept on special 
teams and unsuccessful in puck battles. 

The most fun on Saturday was the dog race staged in the second 
intermission with a field of players’ pets. Brock Boeser’s dogs were the 
fastest. 

But Boeser himself did not register a shot on net, and neither did Horvat. 
The third member of the first line loaded up by Boudreau, Miller, had two 
shots. The Canucks’ best line was the checking trio of Tyler Motte, 
Matthew Highmore and Juho Lammikko. Among their impact forwards, 
Elias Pettersson had one goal, two assists and four hits. He was among 
the minority of highly-engaged Canucks. 

But, as Boudreau, observed: “When he’s leading the team in hits, you 
know there’s a definite problem.” 

Fourteen Anaheim skaters made it onto the scoresheet on points night 
for the Ducks, who had two goals each from Deslauriers and Adam 
Henrique and three assists from Trevor Zegras. Goalie John Gibson 
faced only 20 shots and was largely superfluous. 

“I do this sort of graph and show them trends,” Boudreau said of his 
players’ preparation. “We tried to explain to them that we won the last 
two games, but we didn't play great. So we're trending in the wrong 
direction. In the Islander game, we allowed five goals in the first period. 
Not a good sign. And so I mean, the (bad) habits that they might have 
had earlier are creeping in.” 

Those habits got Green and general manager Jim Benning fired. If they 
continue, it will be the players who change next. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Return of former Flames captain Mark Giordano no 
ordinary homecoming 

 

Eric Francis February 18, 2022, 9:42 AM 

 

This is not your average, run-of-the-mill homecoming. 

He isn’t your average, run-of-the-mill defenceman. 

Over the course of his storied ascension to captaincy in Calgary, Mark 
Giordano became one of the most beloved Flames in franchise history. 

So, yes, there will be a lengthy video tribute welcoming him back to the 
Saddledome Saturday when he makes his first regular season 
appearance as captain with the Seattle Kraken. 

The crowd will stand to salute the 38-year-old for his 15 years of 
yeoman’s service, as one of the fiercest and intense competitors the 
organization has ever seen. 

As someone who invested so much of his time in the community, the 
man who served eight years as captain here, will likely get emotional. 

After all, it wasn’t his choice to leave, making this return embrace a bit 
more complicated. 

Remaining Time -1:24 

‘He deserves a sold out crowd’ Tkachuk on only having 10,000 fans for 
Gio’s return 

Thickening the plot was the faint hope some fans had that he could 
potentially return to Calgary as a Flame, either as a trade-deadline 
acquisition or as a free agent this summer. 

That speculation ended earlier this week when Flames GM Brad Treliving 
acquired Tyler Toffoli from Montreal to bolster the team’s secondary 
scoring. 

It squeezed even more from an already tight cap situation, making it even 
harder to fathom the Flames would attempt to upset their lineup enough 
to fit Giordano’s $6.75-million salary in. 

The cost to rent Giordano would also likely include a first- or second-
rounder and prospect in exchange for his services down the stretch. 

The Flames weren’t willing to pay such a ransom in the summer to 
Seattle to prevent them from selecting Giordano in the expansion draft, 
so why would they pay it now? 

Besides, their first-rounder this summer now belongs to the Habs as part 
of the Toffoli deal. 

Fact is, the Flames’ current defensive group has proven conclusively it is 
more than capable of executing the style of play coach Darryl Sutter 
demands as part of an air-tight system made better by world-class 
netminding. 

Sure, a playoff run of any sort would require additional bodies on the blue 
line. 

But one wonders which defenceman Giordano would supplant, given 
how well each one has contributed in different ways to the organization’s 
stunning turnaround this season. 

None of this is to mention the questions surrounding how bringing back 
the former captain could potentially alter what is clearly a symbiotic 
dressing-room dynamic. 

No one questions whether he can help the Flames, but the cost is out of 
Calgary’s reach. 

There are far too many other suitors craving a chance to add the Norris 
Trophy winner’s passion and experience to their lineup, including teams 
such as Florida, Tampa Bay and even Edmonton. 

That last one is particularly hard to fathom. 

Giordano has a no-trade list of 10 teams that would likely prevent any 
such silliness involving the Oilers. 

Make no mistake, Giordano will almost certainly be traded. 

Things haven’t worked out in Seattle the way either side had hoped. 

There hasn’t been any Vegas-type magic for a franchise that has a long 
road ahead before it’s considered a playoff contender. 

Drafting and making Giordano the captain was the obvious move, with an 
aim of trying to teach a young squad how best to conduct themselves in-
game and in the community. 
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But the preseason notion that perhaps Giordano would sign an extension 
in the Emerald City before ultimately moving to the team’s front office as 
the face of the franchise hasn’t materialized. 

Hour 1 – The Flames are bonkers right now! 

February 17 2022 

He still feels he has several good years left to play hockey. 

Kraken GM Ron Francis always knew that his backup plan with Giordano 
would be to swap the pending free agent for more building blocks. 

Giordano’s story as an undrafted OHLer and NHLer who had enrolled at 
York University’s business school before getting a late invite to Flames 
camp will never get old. 

Bolting to Russia during a contract impasse with Sutter only served to 
make him better and even more determined to prove doubters wrong. 

He is, and always will be, one of the greatest players ever to wear the 
Flaming C. 

He did so with great pride and poise, while immersing himself in the 
community with a fervor that garnered him international recognition via 
ESPN’s Muhammad Ali Sports Humanitarian Award. 

Having beaten the odds to live out almost every dream imaginable as a 
hockey player, Giordano’s desire to experience playoff success is still 
very much alive. 

The fact that he’ll get that chance somewhere other than with the team 
he captained for eight years is likely bittersweet. 

But none of that will taint the beauty of Saturday’s highly anticipated love-
in between a player who cherished his time here, and a city that felt the 
same. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Stamkos breaks down Matthews' race for 60 

 

Luke Fox February 19, 2022, 9:00 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. When I grow up, I want to be 
Marie-Philip Poulin. 

1. With his Rocket Richard Trophy days in the rear view, but still in sight, 
sniper Steven Stamkos is the perfect guy to talk about the trill of the 
chase. 

“I knew where I stood at all times,” Stamkos said. “Some guys may say 
they don't pay attention to that. That's probably a lie.” 

Outliers and hot starts can cloud the goal race in the first half of the 
season, but by late February the usual suspects pop up. 

Stamkos has, of course, noted the heater Toronto’s Auston Matthews 
has been on. 

“His ability to just get the shots that he does. And his wrist shot is, I think, 
second to none. His release is amazing,” Stamkos said. “You see a lot of 
goals that he scores on that quick release. I kind of look back at my 50-
goal and 60-goal seasons and some of those wrist shots… to have that 
release where goalies think that they’re ready for it — and they’re not — 
is pretty special. And he has that. 

“I think he can be a guy that can score 60 goals pretty easily. So, it’s fun 
to watch.” 

Health and heat permitting, the big 6-O is within grasp this season. 

Stamkos is the most recent to hit the benchmark. That was a decade 
ago. 

Looking back on his magical run, Stamkos says so many things had to 
fall into place. 

Pegged as a power-play specialist, the Lightning captain is most proud 
that 48 of his tucks in 2011-12 came at even-strength. Like Matthews — 
who scores from distance, on dekes, off tips, in the cycle, off the rush — 
Stamkos was no one-trick pony. 

“The hardest thing to do in hockey is score, right?” Stamkos said. “You’ve 
got to be healthy, you’ve got to play with some really good playmakers, 
you’ve got to be put in a good position. I think he’s kind of got all that with 
the lineup they have in Toronto. 

"I just look at the guys around the league, and he’s a guy that kind of 
stands out in terms of consistently scoring goals. If there’s a guy, he’s at 
the top of the list for 50, 60 every year, you’d think.” 

When we look at the current leaderboard, New York’s Chris Kreider 
resembles the outlier. 

Stamkos sees reason. 

“We've seen the speed and the strength and the ability to score goals for 
a long time now, and then I think you add in some pretty great 
playmakers in [Artemi] Panarin and [Mika] Zibanejad and [Ryan [Strome] 
who he’s been playing with. The power play is going really well. And 
that's where you can see the progression,” Stamkos explains. 

“He's always had the ability, I thought, to put a season like he is together. 
When you're hot, you're hot — that's the saying. Things are going in, and 
you're feeling really confident about your game. 

“He's got great sense around the net. You see a lot of his goals are 
scored in around the net. He’s got great speed, but he's so strong on the 
puck and tough to move in front of the net. We’ve played some playoff 
series against him. You always noticed that as well. And then you add 
some great playmakers, and he knows where to go, and he’s getting 
rewarded.” 

2. The Tampa Bay Lightning have a whopping $850,000 in projected cap 
space to spend at the trade deadline, which is the exact amount of 
defenceman Zach Bogosian’s hit, and he’s riding LTIR. 

In other words, there is no wiggle room for Julien BriseBois to stock up 
for a three-peat. 

And yet? His captain isn’t ruling out an add. 

“I mean, if we base it off the last two years and what he's been able to 
do, then we wouldn't be surprised. You know, it was pretty amazing what 
he's been able to pull off the last couple years, certainly with the lack of 
flexibility we had,” says Stamkos. 

“The magic that he’s worked by adding third-party teams and things like 
that, as a player you really appreciate the effort — because you never 
know when it's going to be your year.” 

Or three. 

BriseBois’s midseason acquisition of key role players David Savard, 
Barclay Goodrow and Blake Coleman helped complement his 
championship cores. 

Stamkos sees the other side of it, too. BriseBois has already spent his 
second-, third-, and fourth-round picks for 2022. 

“It's easy for us to dismiss draft picks because we're probably not going 
to be around when they come through. We want to win right now, 
especially as one of the older guys. So for him to be willing to put the 
chips all in and get rewarded has been pretty amazing. We appreciate 
that as players,” Stamkos goes on. 
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“You always want depth. Things can change in the snap of the finger 
come playoff time, with injuries. I know we are stretched to the cap this 
year. But if anyone can do it, Julien can find a way.” 

No pressure, BriseBois. 

3. Matthews was asked a question this week about the epic 2010 
Canada-U.S. Olympic final and Sidney Crosby’s golden goal. 

He answered politely, then threw out a stray thought: “It’s been a little 
tougher watching this one. We had a chance to play there.” 

Make no mistake, not flying to Beijing still stings NHLers. 

As a viewer, I wanted to get into the men’s tournament anyway, and it’s 
been a struggle. 

Between the best-on-best intensity of the women’s final and the NHL 
being active and newsy, I’m with Matthews. This hodgepodge men’s 
draw was low on my entertainment priority list. 

If NHLers can’t go, I wouldn’t mind seeing the Winter Games switch to a 
pure amateur tournament and pit the world’s best under-agers against 
each other instead. 

4. Tack on another chapter to The Legend of Wholesome Jason Spezza. 

Spezza was seen handing one of his sticks to a fan during warm-ups in 
Vancouver last Saturday, something that rarely happens. 

Turns out, he was making good on a promise made back in December, 
when the Maple Leafs practiced at the University of British Columbia 
before their tilt against the Canucks was postponed. 

"Actually, it's a funny story," Spezza smiled. "When I was suspended, he 
stayed and watched me for like an hour after practice at UBC. He asked 
me for a stick. But because I was suspended, I didn't bring very many. 
We were scheduled to go back the next day to UBC to practice, so I said, 
‘If you come back tomorrow, I'll give you a stick after practice.’ ” 

Due to the Leafs’ COVID outbreak, practice was slashed and they bolted 
town. 

Fast forward two months. When Spezza walked back into UBC last week 
for a pre-game skate, a thought popped into his head: Oh, man, I forgot 
to give that kid a stick. 

"And then he showed up at the game,” said Spezza, remembering his 
face. “When I saw him and recognized him, it was a no-brainer to get him 
a stick.” 

All the feels. 

5. When Joe Pavelski first starting playing with super sophomore Jason 
Robertson, the veteran would find himself driving to a scoring area, then 
bail out after taking a look at his young winger, assuming he couldn’t see 
him. 

Big mistake. 

Pavelski would dip somewhere else… 

“And he's putting a puck right where I was. A few times was kicking 
myself. Like, I forget how good he is. He's just a smart player,” explains 
Pavelski, shaking his head. “Shows up every night. There are not many 
nights I’m wondering where Robo is or he’s not competing. I’ve got a lot 
of trust in him, and his teammates do as well.” 

Robertson leads all Dallas Stars with a 1.18 points-per-game average. 
He and Pavelski rank one-two on the roster in points and even-strength 
points. (Neither has a contract for next season.) 

“He loves hockey. He loves the game. He loves practising and looking at 
things. Look at his skills. He’s bigger than you think he is. He’s got some 
size to him. He's faster than you think he is. And he’s got a great shot.” 

6. Quick: Who leads the Pittsburgh Penguins in points per game? 

Sidney Crosby? Evgeni Malkin? Jake Guentzel? 

Wrong, wrong, wrong. 

It’s Bryan Rust, averaging 1.28 in the shadows. 

“He gets a whole lot of credit inside our dressing room. Our players, our 
coaching staff, our management team, and our fans know how important 
Bryan Rust is to our team,” coach Mike Sullivan says of pending UFA. 
“He's a complete player.” 

Rust entered the NHL as a bottom-six forward with a defensive 
conscience. A penalty-killer happy to block shots and pressure with his 
speed. Sullivan has watched him evolve into a big-game performer and 
consistent top-six producer alongside Malkin or Crosby. 

“Of all the players I've coached over the years, I don't know that I've 
coached a player whose offensive game has evolved to the level that 
Rusty’s has. He deserves a lot of credit for that — how hard he works. 
He takes a lot of pride in this game,” Sullivan says. “I think Sid’s influence 
on him has had an impact on that as well. 

“But I'm not sure he gets the credit he deserves for how good he is 
offensively.” 

7. I’m fascinated by The Last Dance vibes around these Penguins, who 
have won multiple championships with the Crosby-Malkin-Letang core 
but have also been first-round casualties three years running. 

The way Sullivan speaks about Rust, 29 and improving, you want to 
believe re-signing him will be the priority. But there’s an emotional tug 
with Malkin and Letang. 

Appearing on Real Kyper & Bourne Thursday, club president Brian Burke 
agreed that Rust is “an important guy for us.” But he didn’t exactly pour 
cold water on the theory that centre Jeff Carter was extended, in part, as 
Malkin insurance. 

Burke and GM Ron Hextall will continue negotiations with all three 
impending UFAs over the next month, but major decisions loom. 

“If it doesn’t make sense, then we’ll have to see. OK, do we play it out? 
Do we look at moving guys at the deadline?” Burke said. “I think 
everybody knows I’m not afraid of tough decisions. If we can’t do 
something that makes sense, then we’ll move on to Plan B. 

“The principles I run my team under, they haven’t changed. And I hate 
some poor grammar, but they ain’t gonna change. We’re gonna do stuff 
that makes sense — or we’re gonna move on.” 

Those who listened to Burke the analyst will recall that he’s not a huge 
fan of “own rentals.” 

Would the Pens dare roll the dice with three own rentals? 

8. Drew Doughty never disappoints. 

Loved how he took a moment from his 1,000th game ceremony to 
apologize to the visiting Oilers for holding up the action. 

Hope we’re treated to 1,000 more from this beauty. 

9. Rasmus Sandin came to work Thursday morning and was no doubt 
surprised what he saw on the Maple Leafs whiteboard. 

Against the Penguins, the young defenceman would be skating on the 
right side of Jake Muzzin — a position and a partner unfamiliar to him all 
season. 

Assistant coach Dean Chynoweth approached Sandin and asked if he 
was comfortable with the assignment. 

Having occasionally skated his off-side with the Soo Greyhounds and 
Marlies, Sandin agreed. 

“If I’m on the left or on the right, to me it doesn't really matter. It's just a 
lot of fun out there,” Sandin says. “I think hockey is the best thing in the 
world, so just trying to enjoy it as much as I can.” 
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The experiment was hastened because, once Kyle Dubas scooped 
Adam Brooks off waivers (since lost to Winnipeg), the GM needed to 
send righty Timothy Liljegren down to the AHL. 

Sheldon Keefe was weighing whether to plug Sandin or the more 
experienced Dermott, another lefty, in the hole. 

Wanting to try splitting Muzzin and Justin Holl, the coach felt comfortable 
springing something new on the Swede because, as Keefe says, he’s “a 
pretty confident guy.” 

The underlying and raw results of Muzzin-Sandin’s maiden voyage 
weren’t great; the duo was on the ice for Toronto’s only goal against. 

But it’s a fresh option that, given actual practice time, could be worth a 
longer look. 

The decision speaks to Sandin’s second-pair potential, the staff’s distrust 
in Dermott, and the organization’s lack of righties all at once. 

10. Can’t say I can recall an eight-and-a-half-minute hockey feature 
airing on The Daily Show before. 

Great to see Willie O’Ree and his wonderful story get some shine in front 
on a mainstream audience: 

11. With the long-delayed world juniors getting a reboot in August, we’d 
be shocked to see as many NHLers participate. 

This is a complete reset of rosters and results, which means the events 
of December’s false start will be lost in the vapour. 

Connor Bedard’s remarkable four-goal game becomes a tree falling in an 
empty forest or Dr. Dre’s unreleased Detox album. 

Did it even exist? 

12. Caught the ridiculous Jackass Forever and was surprised to see P.K. 
Subban pop up to giddily blast slapshots in the excruciating “cup check” 
segment. 

All good, cross-promoting fun by consenting adults. 

But I did wonder if those old-school Montreal Canadiens would’ve been 
cool with such an appearance. 
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TSN.CA / Dialled-in defensively, Matthews provides Leafs with crossbar 
comedy 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Before the morning skate started, forward Mitch Marner glided over to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs home net and started throwing some mock punches 
at the post and crossbar that had knocked a tooth out of his linemate's 
mouth.  

Centre Auston Matthews hasn't done much wrong on the ice of late while 
building a nine game point streak, but late in Thursday's game against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins he skated face first into the crossbar while 
chasing Penguins forward Sidney Crosby behind the Leafs net. Matthews 
left the ice immediately, but returned for one more shift in Toronto's 4-1 
win.  

"From what I saw he was just trying to stay on Sid there and the post kind 
of got in the way," said defenceman Jake Muzzin before starting to laugh, 
"and bit him a little bit." 

With Matthews having avoided any serious injury, the good-natured 
ribbing has commenced. 

"There were some jokes about it," confirmed centre David Kampf with a 
grin. 

Perhaps some ammunition for the opposition?  

"Maybe I'll give him a little chirp here or there if I get the opportunity," 
said St. Louis Blues forward Tyler Bozak, who played with Matthews in 
Toronto from 2016-18.  

How's Matthews' smile?  

"It's looked better," Muzzin quipped. "But it happens. You know, you 
break teeth along the way. It's part of the game." 

But it rarely happens like that.  

"You're dialled in there," Muzzin said. "I mean, like, you're in it. It's tough 
to explain. You're just trying to stay hard on those top guys." 

"He's in pursuit," said coach Sheldon Keefe, "and making sure he's 
getting after him. His focus was not on the net in that case, but it does 
show what he was focused on in that moment." 

Matthews was a big reason why Crosby saw his seven game point streak 
come to an end in Toronto.  

"It's always good for the team when the best player is playing good 
defence," noted Kampf. "That's perfect for us."  

Both Matthews and Marner have stressed that their defensive play is 
helping fuel their offensive surge of late. That's music to the ears of 
Muzzin, who is the only Stanley Cup champion on the roster.  

"Play away from the puck and without the puck is more important than 
play with the puck," Muzzin said. "The play with the puck, obviously, you 
see what they're capable of, but it's the commitment to the play without 
the puck that gets us the wins especially in tough games." 

Muzzin on Matthews' mishap: 'He was trying to stay on Sid; The post got 
in the way' 

Auston Matthews had an unfortunate run in with the goal post against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, which both his coach and teammates say may be 
an indicator of just how dialed in this young centre was in defending 
Sidney Crosby. Though Matthews left the game, he did eventually return 
and appears to be healthy enough to play against the St. Louis Blues. 

--- 

Matthews won't have to worry about chasing down forward Vladimir 
Tarasenko tonight. The Blues leading scorer is day-to-day after picking 
up an injury during the Blues 3-2 overtime loss in Montreal on Thursday..  

Bozak, who has sat out the last four games as a healthy scratch, will 
draw in for the Blues.  

"It's exciting, especially being back here where I have a lot of history," 
said Bozak, who hasn't suited up since Jan. 29. "I feel good and rested. 
Obviously I might be a little rusty the first few shifts. I haven't played in a 
while." 

    #stlblues projected lineup against Toronto: 

    Saad-O'Reilly - Perron 

    Buchnevich-Thomas-Kyrou 

    Barbashev-Schenn-Sundqvist 

    Kostin-Bozak-Brown 

    Mikkola-Parayko 

    Krug-Faulk 

    Walman-Bortuzzo 
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    * Rosen was called up today, but Berube didn't say if he'll play. "We'll 
see." 

    Husso/Binnington 

    — Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 19, 2022 

--- 

The last time the Leafs played the Blues on Jan. 15, Muzzin was rocked 
by a big hit from forward Klim Kostin. He stayed in the game, but was 
later diagnosed with a concussion. Muzzin missed seven games before 
returning to the Leafs lineup on Feb. 10. 

"It was tough coming back a little bit," Muzzin admitted. "You're a little 
hesitant maybe, but I feel more comfortable now ... I have to be physical 
or else I'm not as effective."  

Muzzin leads the Leafs in hits this season. Despite his gritty style of play, 
the 32-year-old has only had one other documented concussion in his 
career and it happened a decade ago.  

"When you're coming off an injury of that nature it takes a little bit of time 
not just to get up to the pace, but to be comfortable asserting yourself 
physically," noted Keefe, "and then also recognizing that other people are 
going to want to be physical around you. There's an adjustment period 
for sure and everyone handles it differently. Muzz doesn't have a 
tremendous amount of experience with this type of injury so there can be 
some anxiety associated with it and I think he's finding his way through 
it." 

Muzzin 'starting to feel more comfortable' following concussion 

After being sidelined for nearly a month with a concussion, Jake Muzzin 
will play his fifth game back when the Leafs take on the Blues. He spoke 
about his progression, and how he is starting to feel more comfortable, 
while head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about how Muzzin is going 
through an "adjustment period" following the injury. Muzzin will be paired 
with Timothy Liljegren against the Blues, who Keefe says "deserves to be 
in the lineup." 

--- 

For the third straight game, Muzzin will be starting with a new defence 
partner. Muzzin and Justin Holl were split up during Monday's win in 
Seattle where he finished with Timothy Liljegren.  

On Thursday, Muzzin lined up beside Rasmus Sandin, who shifted to the 
right side for the first time in his NHL career. It was the first time that duo 
had played together.  

On Saturday, Muzzin will be reunited with Liljegren, who was sent down 
to the American Hockey League briefly earlier this week in a cap-related 
move.  

"We didn't want to take Liljegren out," Keefe said. "He's played very well 
for us and deserves to be in the lineup. So, it's an easy decision to get 
him back in today and get him back with Muzzin." 

Liljegren registered his first multi-point game in the NHL on Monday. The 
rookie scored his first career NHL goal in the last meeting against the 
Blues.  

"He's playing with more confidence and the upside is huge for him," 
Muzzin said. 

Defenceman Morgan Rielly scored off an end-to-end rush on Thursday 
night and goaltender Jack Campbell was credited with a primary assist. It 
was Campbell's first point as a Leaf and only his second in the NHL.  

"I saw Mo streaking back on my right side and just left it for him perfectly 
and that's about it," Campbell said before breaking into a smile. "No, he 
made an unbelievable play. Just a world-class player and it was fun to 
watch." 

    Probably the assist of the year, right?   pic.twitter.com/rJglBICs9h 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 18, 2022 

Campbell was also fun to watch. He made 45 saves, a season high, to 
earn his first win over Crosby and the Penguins.  

"Maybe as calm and poised as he has looked all season," Keefe gushed. 
"I thought we defended pretty well, but at times there is a lot of stuff 
happening in tight. On even the difficult saves, he made it look easy. That 
was really, really good. He made the coach feel comfortable on the 
bench. He just looked calm. It seemed like he was tracking things really 
well. Any time it seemed like there was a dangerous shot coming, by the 
time it hit him it just settled and it seemed like it was easy with the way he 
was seeing it. It is unfortunate that we gave up the goal because we 
didn't do a good job on that. It was a tap-in. He deserved a shutout. I 
thought he was excellent. It is hard to say because he has been so good 
but, behind the bench, it was as good as he looked all season." 

Campbell's save percentage on Thursday (.978) was his highest since a 
6-0 shutout over the Ottawa Senators on New Year's Day. 

Campbell picks up assist; Keefe felt he also deserved a shutout 

Jack Campbell had plenty of reasons to smile after Thursday's win over 
Pittsburgh. The Leafs goalie made a season high 45 saves while also 
picking up a primary assist on Morgan Rielly's goal. "I saw Mo streaking 
back on my right side and just left it for him perfectly," Campbell said with 
a grin, "and that’s about it." Sheldon Keefe felt Campbell looked as good 
as he has all season. "He deserved a shutout," the coach said. 

Saturday's showdown will feature the top two power plays in the NHL. 
The Leafs lead the way having converted on 31.8 per cent of their 
chances. The Blues are second at 27.1 per cent. 

Keefe is impressed that St. Louis is able to roll two equally dangerous 
units.   

"When healthy, it's two minutes when they're coming and you have to be 
ready for that," Keefe said. "There's no let up from the 10 guys that 
they're using." 

The Leafs are brimming with confidence on the penalty kill. Toronto has 
actually scored a shorthanded goal in consecutive games. They are up to 
seven shorthanded scores on the season, which is tied for second in the 
NHL.  

The Leafs hope this may throw the Blues off a bit.   

"The moment you start talking to your power play about defence, you're 
already kind of behind the eight ball," Keefe said. "They're out there to 
score so if they're thinking about not getting scored on that's going to be 
an issue for them. Right now, we're in a good place where I'm sure they 
are talking about that a little bit." 

"It's something we've touched upon," Blues forward Brandon Saad 
confirmed. "For us, it's just being smart with the puck. They have a lot of 
offence and they can contribute even when shorthanded. It's being 
aware. We don't want to change our game too much. We still want to 
score goals but, at the same time, just being sharper with the puck." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Shooting to kill 

The Maple Leafs' penalty kill under assistant coach Dean Chynoweth has 
been extremely aggressive, a mark of his penalty killing units when he 
was in Carolina. They've even picked up short-handed goals in 
consecutive games. Mark Masters has more on how the Leafs' "shoot to 
kill" mentality has made their penalty kill more effective. 

Kampf has scored both shorthanded goals in the last two games. 
Although it was Marner who did most of the work to set him up with a 
nifty drop pass while on a breakaway during the Leafs 6-2 victory in 
Seattle on Monday.  

"I saw him at the blue line and he looked at me and I, a little bit, expected 
what he will do," Kampf recalled. "So, I was ready." 

Why did he expect it?  
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"I don't know," Kampf said, "because he's a great player. He makes this 
play. I saw him looking at me at the blue line so I was ready." 

Kampf's shorthanded tally against Pittsburgh was his seventh goal of the 
season in his 47th game. He had just one goal in 56 games last year with 
the Chicago Blackhawks. What's behind the increase?  

"Maybe because Toronto is playing more, like, with the puck than I 
played with in Chicago," Kampf mused. "Maybe this is the reason, but I 
don't know." 

Matthews on Marner's jaw-dropping assist: 'Most of us on the bench saw 
it coming' 

After a jaw-dropping assist against the Kraken Monday night, Auston 
Matthews says he and the Leafs saw it coming while watching from the 
bench, while John Tavares and Sheldon Keefe praise Marner's creative 
play-making ability on the ice. 

Leafs lines at Saturday's morning skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Liljegren  

Sandin - Holl  

Dermott  

Campbell starts  

Mrazek 

    Keefe checks in with Dermott, who projects to sit for the third time in 
the last four games pic.twitter.com/IzxoRXxLbb 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) February 19, 2022 
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TSN.CA / Legacy intact, Giordano returns to the Saddledome 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Mark Giordano returns to the Calgary Flames with a legacy as one of the 
best to ever suit up in the franchise’s red and white. 

On Saturday evening, the longtime captain - the undrafted blueliner who 
spent 15 seasons with the franchise (eight as captain), has played the 
second-most games in its jersey, and won its only Norris Trophy - comes 
back to the Saddledome to what surely will be a lengthy ovation from 
Flames faithful. 

“I enjoyed my time here and have so many memories,” Giordano said. 

“Tonight, it’ll be pretty special to play in front of the fans here again…I 
came in here pretty young, not knowing too much what the NHL was 
about. I felt like, every night I played I put as much as I can into the game 
and I think fans respect that and really showed me support throughout 
my career.” 

General manager Brad Treliving often called Giordano the conscience of 
the organization. His ex-teammates agree. 

“Since I came, he was kind of that guy that meshed well with the older 
guys and the young guys,” Matthew Tkachuk said, adding that it was a 
shame the Saddledome could only be half capacity on such a night for 
Flames fans.  

“I came in as an 18-year-old and he made me feel as at home as I could 
have felt. For that, I’ll forever thank him…Every practice, he was the first 
guy in line, the hardest-working guy and really drove our team and drove 
the bus for our team and for the Flames for the last however-many 
years.” 

Defenceman Noah Hanifin came to the Flames via trade as a 21-year-old 
and immediately took cues from the captain. 

“Mark was the first defenceman that I was really able to look up to and 
learn from,” he said. 

“His work ethic on and off the ice, he’s the example for every young 
defenceman coming into the league. For some of our young defencemen 
here, me, [Oliver Kylington], [Rasmus Andersson], he was a great role 
model for us on and off the ice, how you have to act and be as a player if 
you want to have an impact in this league.” 

Giordano’s impact in Calgary transcends the Saddledome ice.  

Few athletes have ever been more involved in the greater community, 
and Mark and his wife, Lauren, spent countless hours devoted to various 
causes. In 2011, they partnered with Habitat For Humanity to help build 
homes for those less fortunate. They also devoted time to education and 
children. In 2017, Giordano was honoured with the Muhammad Ali Sports 
Humanitarian Award.  

“Their main impetus was, ‘We have money, so how can we help?’” Helen 
Nowlan-Walls of EducationMatters, a Calgary non-profit, told TSN in July. 
“They weren’t interested in any recognition. They just wanted to know 
who wanted the help and how they could provide it.” 

Helen initially had no idea who the Giordanos were. 

“I’m not a hockey person, so I had no clue how big a deal they were,” she 
said. “My nephew was aghast. He was like, ‘What is wrong with you?’ He 
was just a really nice man named Mark. I had no idea who he was, but 
he didn’t correct me or anything. He was just lovely. They are incredibly 
humble.” 

That’s far from the only Giordano story in southern Alberta. One time at a 
charity function, he chided a fan for naming her dog Iggy instead of Gio. 

“It was such a magical moment,” said Mike Franco, a Calgary Flames 
executive who witnessed the exchange. 

“Everyone was in stitches.” 

“I’m very proud of how my family established roots in the community here 
and we were able to help a lot of people out that we felt needed help in 
certain situations,” he said. 

Giordano’s return coincides with the Flames’ eight game winning streak 
and one of their best seasons in recent franchise memory.  

When he was chosen by the Kraken in the expansion draft, many 
wondered how the franchise would replace him. Instead, the very 
blueliners Giordano helped guide (Hanifin, Andersson, Kylington) have 
stepped up admirably. 

“They’ve obviously taken the next steps in their careers and I just look 
back and remember being there at one point in my career,” Giordano 
said. 

“It’s funny because they all started so young so I think people forget that 
they’re still young guys and I look back at my time here, very 
similar…they’re looking great. I’ve been paying attention to the Flames 
as much as I can and those guys have really stepped up and played a 
huge role on this team.” 
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And on Saturday night, ten thousand Calgary Flames fans will sound like 
many multiples of that, as the franchise salutes one of the greatest to don 
its colours. 
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