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Canes close out Penguins to take over first place outright in the NHL’s Metro Division 

By Chip Alexander 

The game ended Sunday with Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby 
standing in front of Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta, 
whacking at the puck. 

But the Canes would not allow the Penguins to tie the score, 
holding on for a 4-3 victory to take a two-point lead over 
Pittsburgh in the Metropolitan Division. 

Sebastian Aho’s power-play goal at 14:18 of the third period 
proved to be the winner, and the Canes also got rapid-fire 
goals to start the second and third periods from Jordan Staal 
and then Jesper Fast — each scoring nine seconds into the 
period. 

“Worked out perfectly,” Fast said. 

Added Staal: “We got the bounces today. We’ll take it.” 

It was the 100th career victory for Raanta, who had 31 saves 
in his first win since Jan. 29 against New Jersey. Add in a 
goal from Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the first of the game, and it 
was a big day for the Canes’ Finns, who also took pleasure 
in seeing Finland win its first Olympic gold medal. 

Here are five takeaways from Sunday’s game: 

▪ The Canes (34-11-4) are making things interesting late in 
games trying to hold the lead and seal victories. 

The Florida Panthers tied the score late with an extra 
attacker and won in overtime. The Nashville Predators pulled 
their goalie with 5:47 left in regulation and scored twice with 
a sixth attacker before Andrei Svechnikov’s empty-net goal 
nailed down the Canes’ 5-3 win. 

The Pens (31-13-8) pulled goalie Tristan Jarry, scored a 6-
on-4 power-play goal Sunday to pull within 4-3 and continued 
to push to the final horn and Crosby’s last chops. 

“We’ve got to find ways to minimize their chances,” Staal 
said. “Obviously, good teams with their best players on the 
ice are going to find ways. It’s not a good feeling seeing 
(Crosby) at the end ... but ‘Raants’ obviously took it away at 
the end.” 

▪ Svechnikov drew a slashing penalty against Kris Letang in 
the third that led to Aho’s goal, but only after trying to beat 
Jarry with a between-the-legs move and shot as he swept in 
front of the crease. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he had no problem with 
Svechnikov’s shot selection late in a 3-2 game. 

“These guys can do this stuff,” Brind’Amour said. “This is the 
game now. These guys have so much talent that that’s a 
normal play. It’s not the old days where none of us could do 
this stuff. These guys can all do this stuff. I’m certainly not 
going to tell him not to.” 

▪ The Canes can rub this in on the Canadiens if they want: 
Kotkaniemi has matched his career high with 11 goals. The 
center had 11 for Montreal in 79 games in 2018-19, his 
rookie season. He now has 11 in 46 games in his first 
season with Carolina after scoring in the past two games. 

The Canes initially tried Kotkaniemi on the wing after 
obtaining him from Montreal via an offer sheet. That didn’t 
work. But once back at center, the Finn has gotten 
progressively better. 

“I’m just trying to do the same thing every night and work as 
hard as I can and whatever the ice time is to use it as good 
as I can,” Kotkaniemi said after the game. “It’s been fun to 
get goals the last couple of games. It always brings your 
confidence up.” 

▪ Sidney Crosby is no longer “Sid the Kid” at age 34 after 
playing almost 1,100 regular-season games and another 174 
in the playoffs. But there has been no slowing down for the 
Pens’ biggest star. He’ll always have that dynamic vibe when 
he takes the ice. 

Before Sunday’s game, Crosby was given a golden stick by 
teammates Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang to commemorate 
his 500th career goal. He then added No. 501 in the second 
period Sunday with a laser of a shot that beat Raanta and 
was vintage Crosby. 

▪ The loss of Canes defenseman Brendan Smith, who took a 
puck off the side of his helmet in the first period, made for 
heavy workloads for the other D-men. Brett Pesce played 28 
minutes, Jaccob Slavin more than 27 and Brady Skjei almost 
26. 

“Our D played phenomenal, logging all those minutes,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They had to and I give them a lot of 
credit.” 

The Hurricanes said Smith was taken to the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center for evaluation. Smith was released 
to travel with the team to Philadelphia for Monday’s game 
and will be monitored by the team’s medical staff. 
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The Canadiens are fixed, the Flames are unbeatable, the Kings are better than we think, and 
more from a busy weekend 

By Sean McIndoe  

This was kind of a weird weekend. There wasn’t one giant 
story that dwarfed everything else — no blockbuster trades, 
no coaches or GMs fired, no huge controversies to yell at 
each other about. But it wasn’t a quiet weekend either, and in 
fact, there was almost too much going on to cover it all in 
depth. 

So instead, let’s fall back to the overwhelmed sportswriter’s 
best friend and break out the bullet points, as we cover some 
of the weekend’s stories in a lightning round. (Not to be 
confused with a Lightning round, which is the Stanley Cup 
Final). 

• We have a win streak in Montreal! Yes, that’s right, I broke 
out the exclamation point even though it’s not very 
professional, because this is important. Believe it or not, this 
is somehow the first time all year that Montreal has won 
back-to-back games. Yes, one of them took overtime and 
yesterday’s needed a shootout. Look, they could use some 
positivity in Montreal right now, let’s all do our best to fake it 
for them. 

• Elsewhere in Canada, the two Alberta teams have been 
rolling, or at least they were until last night. The Flames still 
are, having won nine straight. We thought Jay Woodcroft had 
turned the Oilers around by asking them to start playing 
defense, which apparently had never occurred to Dave 
Tippett, but I guess he forgot last night. Either way, a note to 
the hockey gods: It is now mandatory that these two teams 
face each other in the playoffs. We will not be accepting 
excuses. 

• Speaking of Calgary, Mark Giordano returned for the first 
time with the Kraken. I’m a sucker for a good comeback 
video, and since Giordano is one of the few returning players 
to have actually earned one, let’s rewatch it here: 

• In another return of sorts, Winnipeg fans got a chance to 
welcome back Bryan Little, who hasn’t played since being hit 
in the head with a shot in November 2019. It was good to 
see him get a well-deserved ovation from the crowd. 

• RIP to Rangers legend Emile Francis, who passed away on 
Saturday. “The Cat” was a goalie who also went on to serve 
as coach and GM in the 1960s and 70s before heading to 
the Blues. He was 95. 

• The Predators have lost four straight, all in regulation, and 
have the Panthers tonight before a showdown with the Stars 
that suddenly feels very important in a tightening Central 
race. 

• We had a trade to announce. Not much of one, but this isn’t 
one of those leagues where GMs are super bold and 
aggressive when it comes to actually doing their jobs, so we 
take what we can get. The Leafs sent failed UFA signing 
Nick Ritchie and a conditional pick to the Coyotes for Ilya 
Lyubushkin and the right to waive Ryan Dzingel. It’s a bit of a 
depth move and a bit of a salary dump, although it doesn’t 
help the Leafs’ cap much until next year. It’s also fun 
because the conditional pick could be as far away as 2025, 
and longtime readers know I’m a huge fan of trades that 
reach way into the future. Let’s do this like junior hockey and 
trade picks eight seasons into the future or more. Come on 
GMs, you know you’re getting fired in a few years anyway, 
screw the guy who’s going to replace the guy who replaces 
you by trading all his picks away now. 

• Yesterday’s game between Carolina and Pittsburgh was a 
lot of fun, in a first-place showdown and/or potential playoff 
preview sort of way. The Hurricanes went into Pittsburgh and 
took home a 4-3 win, withstanding a late push and a last-
second Sidney Crosby chance in the crease. 

• Also fun: The Ducks lighting up the Canucks for a 7-4 win 
in front of a surprisingly spirited crowd in Vancouver’s first 
full-capacity game in two months. That drops the Canucks to 
8-7-4 after the initial seven-game win streak under Bruce 
Boudreau, who we used to think was the greatest coach in 
NHL history before realizing it was Jay Woodcroft. 

• The Wild were on shaky ground after a pair of tough losses, 
including one to the Panthers that had them worried. They 
responded well last night, jumping on the Oilers early. 

• We came this close to seeing a goalie goal, and I’m still not 
completely over it: 

• Oh, and your favorite team also did something fascinating, 
which I am ignoring because I am biased against you 
personally. 

That’s a busy few days. But did any of it impact our 
rankings? Yes, actually, with a newish team slipping into the 
top five. Let’s get to that… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

As newsy as the weekend was, we might end up 
remembering it for Friday’s revelation of how easy it is to 
make Brad Marchard flip out. I can’t wait to hear what every 
goaltender says to him all game long for the rest of the 
season. 
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5. Calgary Flames (29-13-6, +51 true goals differential*) — I 
had a whole thing ready about welcoming a new team into 
the top five, but then I realized that the Flames have already 
been here. It was back in early November, when I slipped a 
7-1-3 Flames team into the five-spot with the ringing 
endorsement “Sure, why not”. 

They responded by immediately losing three straight, and 
that was it for their top-five cred. Between that first week of 
November and the last week of January, the Flames lost 
more than they won, including a four-game stretch of 
regulation losses in what was supposed to be a “prove it” 
week. That led to Darryl Sutter admitting that “We’re not 
there yet.” Most of the power rankings out there agreed. 

But that was before February arrived, and the team became 
unbeatable. No, literally — they’ve won nine straight, 
including all eight in regulation since the month began. 
They’ve built a lead in the Pacific that’s hardly 
insurmountable but is at least comfortable, four points up on 
Vegas with two games in hand. The Oilers had been 
charging too, but for now this is the Flames’ division, 
especially as the early returns on the Tyler Toffoli trade look 
great. And their coach is asking all the right questions. 

I go back and forth on just how impressed we should be with 
Calgary right now. On the one hand, this nine-game streak 
has come against a fairly weak schedule. They beat the 
Knights and the Leafs, but otherwise have been rolling over 
teams that range from so-so (Ducks, Stars, Canucks) to 
outright bad (Kraken, Islanders, Coyotes). You can only beat 
who the schedule gives you, but they haven’t exactly been 
crushing contenders. In that sense, we’ll learn more in the 
coming weeks, as they face the Wild twice and the 
Avalanche once. 

But for now, wins are wins. Is it enough to nudge them into 
the top five? Sure, why not. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (32-11-6, +32) — The Lightning are 
in the middle of a week off, one of those weird scheduling 
glitches that reminds you we were supposed to have been at 
the Olympics. They’re back in action on Wednesday, and it’s 
an intriguing matchup with the Oilers. Until then, Joe has his 
look at what he’s hearing about their deadline plans. (Spoiler: 
They’re going to do something cool that will annoy you 
because they’re smarter than your favorite team.) 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (34-11-4, +53) — That win over the 
Penguins made for a two-win weekend, erasing some of the 
bad vibes from earlier in the week. 

2. Florida Panthers (35-10-5, +64) — Ho hum, back to action 
with three straight wins. And these three came on the road, 
which is where the Panthers are supposed to be vulnerable. 
They’re back on home ice (where they’re 23-3-0) this week, 
starting with the win-starved Predators tomorrow. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (36-9-4, +58) — They lost in 
regulation this week, which isn’t news for most teams but is 
for this one. 

Dom dives into how good this team is here, and specifically 
how good their best players have been. They’re the runaway 
favorites in the West, but this is the parity-era NHL, so that 
doesn’t mean as much as you’d think. I still want to see what, 
if anything, Joe Sakic does at the deadline to make a very 

good team even better. They don’t have a first-round pick 
this year due to the Darcy Kuemper trade, and the prospect 
pipeline is just OK, so the options may be limited. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Vegas Golden Knights — For a long stretch of 
the season, I had the Knights holding down a spot in the top 
five. Their record didn’t really support that, but that was OK, 
because these rankings aren’t supposed to just mimic the 
standings. They’re about who’ll win the Cup, and the Golden 
Knights were a team built to do that, even if the standings 
didn’t seem to say so. It was fine, I kept telling you. Jack 
Eichel is on the way. 

Now he’s here. So are the Knights a top-five team? 

Clearly, I don’t think so, because you just read my top five 
list. So what’s the deal? 

First things first, this has nothing to do with Eichel’s 
performance in his first week back. His first three games 
weren’t exactly setting the world on fire, but the key is that 
he’s healthy and looks fine. He also made it back into the 
lineup without forcing any significant departures through 
trade, thanks to the Knights’ use of the LTIR list. Be mad at 
that if you want, but at this point it’s not even a loophole — 
it’s how the rule works and has always worked, and the 
league is clearly fine with it. 

But while using the LTIR makes sense, it’s who the Knights 
had to use it on that creates some concern. Mark Stone’s 
bad back has been an issue for most of the season, and 
while we’re all assuming he’ll miraculously be healed just in 
time for Game 1 of the playoffs, there’s no guarantee that 
actually happens. Combine that with Robin Lehner dealing 
with a shoulder injury, and you start to wonder when or if 
we’re going to get to see the Golden Knights at full power. 

It’s safe to assume Kelly McCrimmon will go out and get a 
goalie if he can’t rely on Lehner, although it apparently won’t 
be Marc-Andre Fleury. Replacing Stone would be much 
more difficult, if not impossible. It’s looking more and more 
like that version of the Golden Knights I was ranking in the 
top five might never actually see the ice. And if so, then 
what? 

The answer might be that they’re still the Pacific favorites; it’s 
the league’s weakest division, and you could make a case 
for the Knights as the best team of the group, even as the 
Flames stake their claim to first place and the Oilers seem to 
be responding to their coaching change. Whoever comes out 
of this division is going to be in the final four, with a realistic 
shot at the Stanley Cup. Why not Vegas? 

That’s not exactly a ringing endorsement. But until we see 
this team healthy, or at least get some solid indication that it 
will get there, I’m not sure we can do much better. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

The Blackhawks are still bad, but Marc-Andre Fleury is 
reasonably good. Good enough for your team to overpay for 
at the deadline? If your team is the Oilers, yes, probably. 
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5. New Jersey Devils (17-28-5, -39) — I somehow kept the 
Devils out of the bottom five throughout their seven-game 
losing streak, mainly because it was fun to laugh at the 
Flyers. Based on Philadelphia’s upcoming schedule, we’ll 
probably get that chance again very soon. Until then, let’s 
freshen things up a bit by recognizing what a nightmare this 
season has been in New Jersey. The latest focus is on the 
goaltending, or near-total lack of it, as Shayna gets into here. 
That’s very bad news, because it’s one of the areas where 
the Devils thought they were reasonably set. Remember 
when Mackenzie Blackwood was in the Team Canada 
conversation? Four seasons of declining save percentage 
aren’t a great sign for a goalie of the future. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (16-26-8, -41) — We’ve entered the “Tage 
Thompson hat trick in a losing effort” stage of the season, 
which at least was better than the “give up seven to the Blue 
Jackets” sequel. This would all ordinarily feel depressing, but 
Sabres fans know the drill by now. 

3. Seattle Kraken (16-31-4, -47) — (Tries to resist the urge to 
start a transparently aspirational “Giordano should go back to 
Calgary again but for real this time in a deadline trade” 
rumors.) 

(Fails.) 

(Distracts everyone with a cool Adam Larsson clip.) 

2. Arizona Coyotes (13-33-4, -69) — Honest question: What 
percentage of hockey fans knew that Ryan Dzingel was on 
the Coyotes until he was traded away from the Coyotes? It 
has to be less than ten, right? 

1. Montreal Canadiens (10-33-7, -85) — The Martin St. Louis 
era seems to be going well. The Habs snapped a ten-game 
losing streak, and even their losses have fallen into the 
category of “competitive” instead of “outright embarrassing.” 
Arpon has more on what the new coach is trying to do. 

Meanwhile, “What’s the deal with Ben Chiarot rumors?” has 
become this season’s top mystery. All available evidence 
suggests he’s not very good, and yet the Habs seem poised 

to land a first-round pick and maybe more for him. At this 
point, I kind of want to see it happen just so I can read Sean 
and Dom’s trade grades. 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — You may have noticed 
that up in the section about the Golden Knights, I talked 
about the Flames and Oilers as possible playoff roadblocks. I 
didn’t list the Kings. This has become a bit of a habit for me 
lately, as I continue to sleep on this team. 

I’m not sure why. Maybe it’s my Canadian bias, or maybe it’s 
an eastern thing, or maybe I don’t want to admit I was wrong 
about a team I figured was still a year or two away. Whatever 
it is, I just have a hard time taking the Kings seriously as a 
playoff threat, and tend to hand-wave them away when I 
remember to mention them at all. 

If you’ve been reading me for a while, you know where this is 
going. Congratulations to the Kings on winning this year’s 
Pacific. 

Maybe not. But the fact that we’re even having the 
conversation is pretty impressive, as the Kings have 
emerged from a rebuild and hopped right into playoff 
contention. They’ve done it without pulling the trigger on any 
major moves (like that Eichel deal we all assumed they’d be 
in on). Instead, it’s been a combination of young players 
stepping up and a few veteran holdovers reminding us they 
can still have an impact. And there’s still more help on the 
way. 

And yeah, it probably ends with a first-round loss this year, or 
maybe even with a second-half slump that drops them out of 
the playoffs altogether. That’s still a successful season, and 
one that sets up well for the future. There’s value in having 
your young core get some experience playing meaningful 
games down the stretch. 

Until then, apologies to Kings fans for the continued snubs. I 
promise I’ll start paying more attention when you’re up 2-0 in 
the Western final against Colorado. 
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Hurricanes’ fast-strike offense leads to win in Pittsburgh 

Carolina scored nine seconds into the second and third periods 

By Cory Lavalette  

Saturday’s matinee between the Penguins and Hurricanes 
was brought to you by the number nine. 

The Hurricanes scored nine seconds into both the second 
and third period, and the second of those goals gave 
Carolina the lead for good in a 4-3 win in Pittsburgh. The 
Hurricanes took a two-point lead in the Metropolitan Division 
with the win, beating the Penguins in the first meeting 
between the teams in nearly two years. 

“I think we play a fair amount against each other in next few 
weeks and (it’s) in the division,” Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal said, “It’s a lot of fun, two good teams going at it, and 
obviously the first one’s always good.” 

The goal nine seconds into the third period gave the 
Hurricanes a lead they wouldn’t relinquish. 

Jesper Fast converted a pass from Nino Niederreiter off of 
the third period’s puck drop for his 10th goal of the season 
for a 3-2 lead. 

“A little broken play … but a really great pass by Nino,” Fast 
said. 

The goal took the same amount of time as the one Carolina 
scored at the start of the second period. 

Staal got his second goal in four games by starting the 
second period with a drive to the net, leading to the puck 
hitting him and bouncing past Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry 
(26 saves) to give Carolina an early 2-0 lead. 

“I’ll take it. I was telling the boys my left leg was due,” Staal 
joked. 

The Hurricanes weren’t laughing when the Penguins erased 
Carolina’s lead by capitalizing on two breakdowns that led to 
Pittsburgh goals. 

The Hurricanes got hemmed in their end with just over five 
minutes left in the second period but seemed poised to 
escape trouble when Carolina defenseman Ethan Bear got 
the puck behind the Carolina goal. 

But Bear’s attempted pass to Seth Jarvis in the neutral zone 
was intercepted by Pittsburgh defenseman Kris Letang at the 
blue line, leading to Bryan Rust scoring off a rebound at 
14:43 to halve the lead. 

“We had the one bad shift and, of course, they score,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “And then they kind 
of got life and they took off. They got their game going.” 

That led to another goal when Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo drifted too far from his side of the ice in the neutral 
one, leaving Sidney Crosby open on the left wing. The 
Penguins captain blasted a slap shot that beat Antti Raanta 
(31 saves) with 2:01 left in the middle frame to tie the game. 

Fast’s quick goal to start the third period reinstated the 
Hurricanes’ lead, and Carolina got an insurance goal when 
Teuvo Teravainen set up Sebastian Aho for a one-timer on 
the power play that made it 4-2 at 14:18 of the third period. 

The Penguins got a power play goal at 6-on-4 with Jarry on 
the bench with 72 seconds left, but Carolina held on to 
improve to 34-11-4 and get Raanta his 100th career win. 

“I don’t think he’s gotten into his groove yet this year, and it’s 
nice to see him play really well against a really good team,” 
Staal said of Raanta. 

A frantic first period led to only one goal, and the Hurricanes 
got it. 

After winning a puck battle in the corner, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
moved to the slot and got the puck back, scoring with a top-
shelf shot that beat Jarry to make it 1-0 at 15:18 of the 
opening period. 

The goal was Kotkaniemi’s second in as many games and 
11th of the season, matching his career high from his rookie 
year in just 46 games. 

“It’s been fun to get a couple of goals those last games — 
always brings the confidence up,” Kotkaniemi said. 

Notes: The Hurricanes played most of the game with five 
defensemen after Brendan Smith was injured when blocking 
a shot in the first period. Smith appeared to be hit by the 
puck in the helmet or ear. … Brett Pesce played a season-
high 28:03, just 15 seconds shy of his career high last April 
22 at Florida. … Longtime Hurricanes forward Brock McGinn 
played his first game against his former team. He finished 
with two shots on goal and a minus-1. … Jarvis and Jordan 
Martinook assisted on Kotkaniemi’s goal, ending a seven-
game point drought for both. 
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Preview: Canes at Penguins 

By Walt Ruff 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - For the first time since March 8, 2020, 
the Carolina Hurricanes and Pittsburgh Penguins face off 
today. 

When: Sunday, February 20, 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App, NHL Network 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App  

Canes Record: 33-11-4 (70 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-3 Win over the Nashville Predators on 
Friday, February 18. 

Penguins Record: 31-12-8 (70 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Penguins Last Game: 4-1 Loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs 
on Tuesday, February 15. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: Despite allowing two goals to Nashville with 
the extra attacker on Friday night, the Carolina Hurricanes 
were the better team in a 5-3 victory over Nashville on 
Friday. Andrei Svechnikov paved the way with a three point 
performance, bringing his recent tear to 21 points in his last 
14 games. Frederik Andersen made 28 stops along the way 
for Carolina, earning his 26th win of the year. 

We Meet Again: The Canes are 48 games into their 82-game 
season and have yet to take on the Penguins, despite being 
in the same division. This means that the two sides will get 
together four times in the final 34 games, each with valuable 
points on the line for playoff positioning. Pittsburgh has made 
quite a nice year for themselves, especially given that both 
superstars Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin have missed 
time due to injuries. On top of those two being out for 

extended periods of time, several other key pieces missed 
time due to COVID-19. 

Trocheck TBD: After departing Friday night's victory with an 
upper-body injury after one period of play, Vincent 
Trocheck's status remains up in the air for today's battle. A 
Pittsburgh native, the right-handed center was being 
evaluated yesterday morning as the team practiced at Wake 
Competition Center and following the skate Rod Brind'Amour 
said that he was unsure if Trocheck would be traveling with 
the team on the trip. The head coach is expected to speak 
with the media at 10:45 a.m. to share more info. 

Next Man Up: When Trocheck came out the lineup Friday, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi was offered perhaps his biggest 
opportunity as a member of the Canes, sliding up to center 
Steven Lorentz and Martin Necas on the second line. "KK" 
would go on to lead all Carolina forwards in ice time and 
received some strong compliments post-game from his head 
coach. Brind'Amour said that he thought 21-year-old did well 
in the spot and kept him in that same position at Saturday's 
practice. Derek Stepan slid into the fourth line, centering 
Seth Jarvis and Jordan Martinook. 

Skjeisy Baby: After opening the scoring against Nashville 
Friday, Brady Skjei became the first defenseman to record 
six goals since the turn of the calendar year. 

700 For Nino: Nino Niederreiter is expected to play in his 
700th National Hockey League game today. It will be his 
202nd as a Hurricane. The former first round pick has totaled 
348 points in the league and is currently on pace for a 
career-high 28 goals this season. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestone Watch:  Antti Raanta is one win shy of 100 in his 
NHL career. Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for his 
NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their white 
sweaters today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Take Down Pittsburgh For Top Spot In The Metro 
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By Walt Ruff  

PITTSBURGH, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes claimed sole 
possession of the top spot in the Metropolitan Division 
Sunday, taking a 4-3 victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

The Rundown: 

The opening ten minutes of the contest belonged to the 
netminders, as Metropolitan Division All-Star Tristan Jarry, 
and Antti Raanta, making his first start in 12 days, were 
crucial in keeping things scoreless. 

While the first 20 minutes felt as if there could have been a 
combined five goals, the only skater to successfully find the 
back of the net was Jesperi Kotkaniemi, concluding a 
remarkable shift for his 11th goal of the season. Kotkaniemi, 
who was playing on the fourth line in the middle Jordan 
Martinook and Seth Jarvis after Vincent Trocheck (upper-
body injury) was cleared to play, put home a second effort in 
the slot after a loose puck wound up in the slot behind 
Martinook. 

Taking their 1-0 lead into the second, the Canes quickly 
moved that to 2-0 just nine seconds into the middle frame. 
Jordan Staal crashed the net on the opening sequence, 
getting a puck to go off of his leg and behind Jarry for his 
second goal in four games. 

It was the start of a sequence in which Carolina would jump 
all over Pittsburgh, putting 11 shots on in the opening seven 
minutes of the second period, after only getting 12 on in the 
opening 20 minutes. However, after the first media timeout of 
the second, the Penguins took control of the game, storming 
back to tie the game over the next 13 minutes of play. 

Heading into the third 2-2, the Canes then got to work quickly 
again, scoring nine seconds in for a second consecutive 
frame. Jesper Fast became the seventh member of the 
roster to reach double-digit goals this season, striking on a 
feed from Nino Niederreiter. 

The goal served as a springboard for the Canes to get back 
to their game, as they got better and better as the third 
period went along. Then, on a power play inside the final six 
minutes, Sebastian Aho etched his 22nd of the season to 
give his team a bit of insurance. 

Pittsburgh would put together a push in the final minutes 
though, striking during a six-on-four to make it a 4-3 game. 
However, Raanta was able to slam the door shut on the final 

attempts, earning his 100th career National Hockey League 
victory with 31 saves. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening thoughts on the game as a 
whole: 

"I thought it was great. The first 30 minutes was really good, 
then we had the one bad shift where they scored, then they 
got life and took off. They got their game going, but overall I 
thought we were solid. I think our defense played really well, 
especially logging all those minutes. Give them a lot of 
credit." 

Jesper Fast on the quick goals in consecutive periods: 

"They were huge. I tried to make a play quick there in the 
second period and it worked out perfectly. We've run that 
one before and I'm happy it worked out. It was a bit of a 
broken play on the second goal, but a great pass by Nino 
and all I had to do was hit the empty net there." 

Jordan Staal offering thoughts on Antti Raanta's 
performance today: 

"It's great to see. I don't think he's gotten into his groove yet 
this year, but I think he's played really well against a really 
good team. I could see the boys being confident in both 
goalies and we have two goalies that can steal games. Rants 
did a really good job tonight." 

What's Next?: 

Immediately post-game the team flies cross state for a 
Monday afternoon meeting with the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Brendan Smith left the game in the first period after 
blocking a shot up high. He played just 2:41 before 
exiting. 

 Andrei Svechnikov had five of the team's 12 shots 
in the first period. #37 also led all skaters with five 
hits. 

 With Smith leaving injured, Brett Pesce played a 
game-high 28:03. Aho led all Canes forwards with 
22:14. 

 The Canes became the first team in NHL history to 
score in the opening ten seconds of back-to-back 
periods. 
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Preview: Canes at Flyers 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes' Presidents' 
Day Weekend in Pennsylvania continues today, with the 
back half of a back-to-back taking place against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

When: Monday February 21, 3 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 34-11-4 (72 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Sunday, February 20. 

Flyers Record: 15-25-9 (39 Points, 7th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Flyers Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Thursday, February 17. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 Friday, November 12: Carter Hart made 39 stops 
for the Flyers, stealing a 2-1 victory at PNC Arena. 

 Friday, November 26: The Canes wrapped up a six-
game road trip with a 6-3 win over Philadelphia. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes claimed sole possession of the 
Metropolitan Division Sunday, holding on for a 4-3 victory 
over the Pittsburgh Penguins. Carolina scored exactly nine 
seconds into both the second and third periods, becoming 
the first team in NHL history to do so. Antti Raanta made 31 
saves on the way to his 100th National Hockey League win. 

Freddie In Philly: After Raanta got the start Sunday in the 
Steel City, it would appear that Frederik Andersen will be in 
the visitors net this afternoon. Post-game Brind'Amour cited 
it as a way for his All-Star netminder to get an extra day of 
rest, after he made 28 stops on 31 shots in Friday's win over 
Nashville. 

Banged Up Bodies: Speaking of the victory over Nashville, in 
that game it was Seth Jarvis who entered as questionable 
with a lower-body injury. He would go on to play. Sunday in 
Pittsburgh it was Vincent Trocheck who was a game-time 
decision with an upper-body injury. He, too, would go on to 
play. Today the status of Brendan Smith remains up in the 
air after he left Sunday's victory with an upper-body injury. 
"Smitty" blocked a shot up high, ending his night after just 
2:51 of ice time. 

Good On The Road: The Canes are 17-7-2 away from PNC 
Arena this season. 17 wins in that department ties them with 
Pittsburgh for the most in the NHL. 

Take Advantage, Turbo: With an assist on Sebastian Aho's 
power play goal Sunday afternoon, Teuvo Teravainen now 
has points in five straight games. In addition to producing the 
last few contests, #86 also has power play setups in eight of 
his last ten games played. 

Finish Strong: This is the Canes eighth of 14 back-to-back 
sets this season. While they're now 6-1-1 in the opening half, 
they're a much more average 3-3-1 so far in game number 
twos. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestone Watch:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. Teravainen needs one more point for 300 as 
a member of the organization. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their white 
sweaters today. 
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Color of Hockey: Montgomery matriarch of inner-city game in Twin Cities 

Co-founder of Minneapolis program hopes to see grandson, now Hurricanes prospect, play in NHL 

By William Douglas  

William Douglas has been writing The Color of Hockey blog 
for the past nine years. Douglas joined NHL.com in March 
2019 and writes about people of color in the sport. Today, as 
part of the NHL's celebration of Black History Month, he 
profiles Debbie Montgomery, a co-founder of the Mariucci 
Inner City Hockey Starter Association. 

Debbie Montgomery said she was tired of hearing the racist 
slurs being directed toward her sons, who were among the 
few Black kids playing hockey in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area in the 1980s. 

"The things they were saying was unconscionable," 
Montgomery said. "I told my sons, 'If you're going to play this 
sport in the State of Hockey, you all have to be good 
because I can't be standing up here in the stands hollering at 
people." 

So in 1985, when an opportunity came to help create a 
program to produce more Black players, Montgomery 
pounced on it. 

She became a co-founder of the Mariucci Inner City Hockey 
Starter Association, a program in St. Paul designed to 
expose urban youngsters to the sport. 

The program is named for John Mariucci, who played and 
coached at the University of Minnesota, and also played five 
NHL seasons with the Chicago Black Hawks in the 1940s. 

Montgomery became a fixture in the local hockey scene, 
rubbing elbows with Minnesota legends like Herb Brooks, 
who coached the U.S. Olympic men's hockey team to a gold 
medal in the 1980 Lake Placid Olympics, longtime University 
of Minnesota coach Doug Woog and Ken Yackel, who 
played professional hockey for eight seasons, including one 
with the Boston Bruins in 1958-59. 

"Herb Brooks, Ken Yackel, all of them came out and said, 
'We need to get more young African-American kids into 
hockey,'" she said. 

Montgomery is the hockey matriarch of her family, a 
community and much more. She became the first woman 
officer of the St. Paul police department in 1975 and rose to 
the rank of senior commander. 

She was the first Black woman elected to the St. Paul city 
council in 2004. At 17, she was the youngest member to 
serve on the national board of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). A segment of 

one of St. Paul's streets was named Debbie Montgomery 
Avenue in her honor in 2014. 

"She is the first everything," said St. Paul Mayor Melvin 
Carter, a Mariucci Inner City Hockey Starter Association 
alum who still plays hockey. "She's a retired police officer, 
my father is a retired police officer as well, so I grew up 
seeing her in those circles. I grew up seeing her on the ice 
with Mariucci. I grew up seeing her all over the place." 

Montgomery wasn't a stranger to ice, having been an elite 
level speed skater. But she didn't know anything about 
hockey when one of her three sons, Robbie, said he wanted 
to join a friend on a Catholic school team. 

Montgomery said she drove to the coach's house with her 
son to ask what she needed to do to get her son into the 
sport. 

"He looks at us and says, 'Well, you know, you all have weak 
ankles,'" she said. 

After a sporting goods store owner assured her the coach's 
assertion was an old stereotype, Montgomery became more 
determined to get her sons into hockey. 

"I would be driving all over the Twin Cities, mainly in St, Paul, 
to find these different places where they were having 
weekend hockey camps, special schools, things like that," 
she said. 

She put more miles on the family car driving around the state 
looking for a college where her eldest son, Matthew, could 
play hockey. He landed at St. Mary's College -- now called 
St. Mary's University of Minnesota -- where he became an 
All-American defenseman and was inducted into the NCAA 
Division III school's athletic hall of fame in 2003. 

His son, Bryce Montgomery, is continuing the family's 
hockey legacy. The 19-year-old defenseman for London of 
the Ontario Hockey League was selected by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the sixth round (No. 170) of the 2021 NHL 
Draft. 

Kyle Peterson, a former University of Minnesota hockey 
player, heard about Debbie Montgomery's efforts in 
navigating her sons through the sport and reached out to her 
in 1985 to ask if she would help in getting more Black 
children interested in hockey. 

"I'm not bragging, but everybody up here knows me, so he 
kept dragging me around saying, 'C'mon, I need you to help 
me try to recruit these kids," she said. "I'd gone to rec 
centers and schools to see if children or parents would be 
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interested in getting into the program. Kyle would go out and 
find sponsors and stuff to pay for the equipment and stuff like 
that." 

The program soon gained traction. Minnesota North Stars 
players, including Tony McKegney, the first Black player to 
score 40 goals in an NHL season (1987-88 with the St. Louis 
Blues), would occasionally skate with a growing number of 
kids. 

Former President George H.W. Bush singled out the 
program on June 20, 1993, as part of his daily "Points of 
Light" campaign that honored volunteerism in America. 

The Mariucci program build a bond between Debbie 
Montgomery and Brooks, who eagerly volunteered to help, 
fascinated by the potential of what a growth of Black talent 
could do for hockey. 

"He and Kyle (Peterson) in a handful of rinks in St. Paul in 
the inner city, they were tying skates for these kids," said 
Dan Brooks, the late coach's son. "I remember him telling 
me, 'Can you imagine if you had Magic Johnson and Michael 

Jordan coming down on you on a 2-on-1?' He just wanted to 
give these kids the opportunity to play hockey -- a lot of them 
were great athletes playing football and basketball -- and he 
wanted them to use their raw athletic ability for the game of 
hockey." 

Debbie Montgomery isn't as involved in youth hockey as she 
once was, but she's still passionate about the sport. She's a 
huge Minnesota Wild fan and performed the team's 
ceremonial "Let's Play Hockey" call before a game last 
season wearing her home Matt Dumba Wild jersey. 

She said she's "super happy" seeing the influx of Black 
players at all levels of hockey and looks forward to the day 
when she can root for her grandson Bryce in the NHL. 

"I'm hoping and praying that whenever he gets a chance to 
play for an NHL team that I will be alive and able to get to a 
game,' the 75-year-old hockey matriarch said with a laugh. "I 
kept telling him, 'Couldn't you have gotten drafted by 
Chicago or some place that's a little closer than North 
Carolina?'" 

 

Raanta makes 31 saves, Hurricanes hold off Penguins 

By Wes Crosby 

PITTSBURGH -- Jesper Fast and Sebastian Aho scored in 
the third period, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 at PPG Paints Arena on Sunday. 

Antti Raanta, who was making his second start since Jan. 
29, made 31 saves for the Hurricanes (34-11-4), who are 2-
0-1 in their past three games. 

"They've got a great squad," Carolina captain Jordan Staal 
said. "We play a fair amount against each other the next few 
weeks, in the division. It's a lot of fun. Two good teams going 
at it. First one is always good." 

Raanta was starting the first game of a back-to-back. 
Frederik Andersen will start against the Philadelphia Flyers 
at Wells Fargo Center on Monday. 

"A lot of games now coming up, and not a lot of rest," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Once we get past 
tomorrow, maybe a three-day break and that's it the rest of 
the year. We're going to be playing every other day. We're 
going to need them both." 

Bryan Rust had a goal and an assist, and Sidney Crosby and 
Evan Rodrigues scored for the Penguins (31-13-8), who 
have lost two in a row following a four-game winning streak. 
Tristan Jarry made 26 saves. 

"It was about attention to detail and execution," Pittsburgh 
coach Mike Sullivan said. "For me, in some instances there, 
we self-inflict with some of the opportunities that we gave 
them. It's hard to beat a team that's as good as Carolina is if 
we do that." 

Fast gave Carolina a 3-2 lead nine seconds into the third 
when he beat Jarry from the right face-off circle to end an 11-
game goal drought. Aho made it 4-2 with a one-timer on a 
power play at 14:18. 

Rodrigues, who hadn't scored in 18 games, cut it to 4-3 on 
the man-advantage with 1:12 remaining. 

"You try not to think about it when the puck's not going in," 
Rodrigues said. "You just almost try to shoot your way 
through it. Try to stay confident and positive throughout it." 

Crosby had a chance to tie the game as time expired but 
couldn't corral a rebound before sending a shot off Raanta's 
right pad. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 15:18 of 
the first after the puck slipped away from Jordan Martinook 
while he battled with Kasperi Kapanen and Rodrigues. 

The goal was Kotkaniemi's 11th of the season, matching his 
NHL career high set in 79 games as a rookie for the Montreal 
Canadiens in 2018-19. He's scored in two straight games 
following an eight-game drought. 

"Just try to do the same thing every night, work as hard as I 
can," Kotkaniemi said. "It's been fun to get a couple of goals 
the last [two] games. Always brings the confidence up. It's 
good." 

Staal made it 2-0 nine seconds into the second when 
Pittsburgh forward Jeff Carter lifted a clearing attempt off him 
in the slot before it slipped past Jarry. 

Rust cut it to 2-1 at 14:43 with a backhand off a shot from 
Kris Letang. It was Rust's 17th goal in his past 19 games. 

"I think when things aren't going well, [going to the net is] 
definitely a way to turn it around," Rust said. "Simplify. Get a 
little hungrier around the net. I think that's definitely a way we 
can score some more goals there." 

Crosby tied it 2-2 at 17:59 with his 15th goal of the season 
with a shot from the left face-off circle. 
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Power, Beniers among NHL prospects who impressed at 2022 Olympics 

By Mike G. Morreale  

The men's ice hockey tournament at the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics included an interesting blend of former NHL 
players and NHL prospects. 

When the NHL announced Dec. 22 that its players would not 
participate in the Olympics after the regular-season schedule 
had been disrupted due to increasing COVID-19 cases and a 
rising number of postponed games, the 12 participating 
teams were forced to find the best possible alternatives. 

The 25-player roster for the United States included 13 NHL 
prospects and 15 NCAA players, including University of 
Michigan center Matty Beniers, selected No. 2 by the Seattle 
Kraken in the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Owen Power, selected No. 1 by the Buffalo Sabres in the 
2021 draft, joined Columbus Blue Jackets forward prospect 
Kent Johnson (No. 5, 2021) among NHL prospects and 
former NHL players with Canada. 

The 12-day tournament concluded when Finland won 2-1 
against the Russian Olympic Committee in the gold-medal 
game at National Indoor Stadium in Beijing on Saturday. 

Here are 12 prospects who stood out in the men's ice hockey 
tournament at the Olympics (listed alphabetically): 

Matty Beniers, F, United States 

Beniers scored two points (one goal, one assist), had 11 
shots on goal and averaged 19:39 of ice time in four games. 
In his second college season, the 19-year-old is tied for sixth 
among NCAA players with 36 points (16 goals, 20 assists) in 
28 games, and leads Michigan with eight power-play goals. 

Brendan Brisson, F, United States 

Brisson scored two goals, had 13 shots on goal and 
averaged 11:24 of ice time in four games. The 20-year-old 
was selected by the Vegas Golden Knights in the first round 
(No. 29) of the 2020 NHL Draft. Brisson is second behind 
Beniers in scoring at Michigan with 32 points (17 goals, 15 
assists) in 29 games, and the sophomore leads Michigan 
with five-game winning goals. 

Drew Commesso, G, United States 

The 19-year-old, chosen by the Chicago Blackhawks in the 
second round (No. 46) of the 2020 draft, went 2-0-0 with a 
1.00 GAA and .964 save percentage in two games at the 
Olympics. He made history as the youngest goalie ever to 
start for the U.S. men's Olympic team, making 29 saves in 
an 8-0 win against China on Feb. 10. Commesso is 12-8-3 
with a 2.48 goals-against average and .915 save percentage 
in 24 games as a sophomore at Boston University. 

Brock Faber, D, United States 

Faber played a game-high 25:48 in a 3-2 win against 
Germany on Feb. 13, and had one assist in 24:45 of ice time 
in four games at the Olympics. The 19-year-old right-shot 
defenseman was chosen by the Los Angeles Kings in the 
second round (No. 45) of the 2020 draft. He has scored 11 
points (two goals, nine assists) and has 25 blocked shots in 
24 games as a sophomore at the University of Minnesota. 

Sean Farrell, F, United States 

The 20-year-old led the United States with six points (three 
goals, three assists) in four games. Selected by the Montreal 
Canadiens in the fourth round (No. 124) in the 2020 draft, he 
has scored 19 points (eight goals, 11 assists) in 17 games as 
a freshman at Harvard University. 

Arseny Gritsyuk, F, Russian Olympic Committee 

The 20-year-old scored three points (one goal, two assists) 
and averaged 11:50 in ice time in six games for ROC. He 
also scored the game-deciding goal in the eighth round of 
the shootout against Sweden in the semifinals on Friday to 
send ROC to the gold-medal game. Chosen by the New 
Jersey Devils in the fifth round (No. 129) in the 2019 NHL 
Draft, Gritsyuk has scored 28 points (16 goals, 12 assists) in 
39 games with Omsk in the Kontinental Hockey League. 

Kent Johnson, F, Canada 

The 19-year-old was Canada's second-youngest forward 
after Mason McTavish (Anaheim Ducks), but his five points 
(one goal, four assists) in five games were tied for second on 
the team. The University of Michigan sophomore is seventh 
among NCAA players with an average of 1.30 points per 
game (30 points in 23 games). 

Matthew Knies, F, United States 

Knies, who was born in Phoenix, became the third Arizona-
born hockey player ever to represent the United States at the 
Winter Olympics, joining Broc Little with the men's team at 
the 2018 PyeongChang Games and Lyndsey Fry with the 
women's team at the 2014 Sochi Games. The 19-year-old 
scored two points (one goal, one assist) and averaged 17:25 
of ice time in four games. Selected by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the second round (No. 57) of the 2021 draft, he's 
scored 25 points (nine goals, 16 assists) in 26 games as a 
freshman at the University of Minnesota. 

Jack McBain, F, Canada 

McBain, selected by the Minnesota Wild in the third round 
(No. 63) of the 2018 NHL Draft, scored two points (one goal, 
one assist) and averaged 10:40 in ice time in five games. 
The 22-year-old has scored 24 points (13 goals, 11 assists) 
in 18 games as a senior at Boston College. 

Alexander Nikishin, D, Russian Olympic Committee 

The 20-year-old was the youngest player on ROC and had 
six shots on goal and averaged 19:16 of ice time in six 
games. Selected by the Carolina Hurricanes in the third 
round (No. 69) of the 2020 draft, Nikishin has scored 12 
points (eight goals, four assists) in 46 games this season 
with Spartak Moscow in the KHL. 

Owen Power, D, Canada 

The 19-year-old was Canada's youngest defenseman but led 
them with an average of 21:38 of ice time in five games. He 
also had one assist and 12 shots on goal. A sophomore at 
the University of Michigan, Power is second among NCAA 
defensemen with an average of 1.08 points per game (26 
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points in 24 games), and is tied for the Michigan lead with 37 
blocked shots. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, F, Slovakia 

Slafkovsky (6-3, 218), No. 2 in NHL Central Scouting's 
midterm ranking of International skaters eligible for the 2022 
NHL Draft, was voted the tournament's most valuable player 
award after he led all players with seven goals in seven 
games for Slovakia while being the event's youngest player 
at 17 years old. He scored two goals in a 4-0 win against 
Sweden in the bronze-medal game Saturday, helping 

Slovakia win its first Olympic ice hockey medal. Slafkovsky 
has scored four points (one goal, three assists) in 21 games 
with TPS in Liiga, the top professional men's league in 
Finland. 

"It's just an amazing feeling," Slafkovsky said. "After all we 
went through, bouncing back from the first two losses and a 
tough [4-1] loss to Sweden in the group stage. This has been 
an amazing few weeks since the start of camp and I'm so 
happy to be part of this." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philadelphia hosts Carolina after Mayhew’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (34-11-4, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Philadelphia Flyers (15-25-9, seventh in the Metropolitan) 

Philadelphia; Monday, 3 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Flyers +171, Hurricanes -
208; over/under is 6.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Philadelphia hosts the Carolina Hurricanes 
after Gerald Mayhew scored two goals in the Flyers’ 5-3 loss 
to the Capitals. 

The Flyers are 5-19-6 in conference matchups. Philadelphia 
is 10th in the Eastern Conference with 30.5 shots per game 
and is averaging 2.6 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 7-4-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina has scored 171 goals and is sixth in the NHL 
averaging 3.5 goals per game. Sebastian Aho leads the 
team with 22. 

In their last matchup on Nov. 26, Carolina won 6-3. Aho 
recorded a team-high 2 points for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Cam Atkinson leads the Flyers with 17 
goals and has 37 points. Scott Laughton has four goals and 
five assists over the last 10 games for Philadelphia. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 22 goals and has 52 points. 
Andrei Svechnikov has eight goals and three assists over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Flyers: 2-7-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.4 
assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.5 goals per game with an .886 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.4 assists, 4.2 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while allowing 2.4 goals 
per game with a .923 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Flyers: Wade Allison: out (knee). 

Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: day to day (upper-body). 
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Hurricanes edge Pens 4-3 to take lead in tight Metropolitan  

By Will Graves 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes and 
Pittsburgh Penguins spent the first four months of the season 
shadowboxing each other for the top spot in perhaps the 
NHL’s most competitive division. 

Skating on the same sheet of ice for the first time in nearly 
two years, Carolina sent a very direct, very emphatic 
message: The Hurricanes are every bit as dangerous as the 
star-laden Penguins. And they have the firepower to prove it. 

Jesper Fast scored 9 seconds into the third period to break a 
tie, Sebastian Aho followed with his 22nd goal of the season 
and the Hurricanes edged Pittsburgh 4-3 on Sunday to move 
into first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I see some battles (ahead),” said Carolina center and former 
Penguin Jordan Staal, who scored his fourth goal of the 
season 9 seconds into the second period on a bit of a fluky 
bounce. “We play a fair amount against each other the next 
few weeks, in the division. It’s a lot of fun. Two good teams 
going at it.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi also scored for Carolina, which never 
trailed in the first meeting of the season between the teams 
that entered the day tied atop perhaps the league’s most 
competitive division. Antti Raanta made 31 saves to pick up 
his 100th career victory. 

Evan Rodrigues scored his first goal since Jan. 6 to get 
Pittsburgh within one with 1:12 remaining, but the Hurricanes 
held on.  

Bryan Rust scored his eighth goal in his past eight games 
and Sidney Crosby added the 501st goal of his career. 
Tristan Jarry finished with 26 stops for Pittsburgh and played 
well despite a series of breakdowns in front of him early on 
that allowed the Hurricanes to control play for significant 
stretches. 

“We gave them too many chances,” Rust said. “We obviously 
didn’t have the greatest start and I think we got on our heels 
a little bit and once we got down 2-0, we countered from 
there. We were good for the last 60% of the game, but 
against a team like that, you can’t spot them two.” 

The loss dropped Pittsburgh to 0-2 at the start of a 
challenging stretch that began with a listless loss to Toronto 
last Thursday and includes two more matchups with the 
Hurricanes as well as showdowns with Tampa Bay, Florida 
and the New York Rangers. 

“It’s a hard game,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “It 
had a playoff feel to it in that there wasn’t a lot of room out 
there. You have to fight for every inch. That’s the game we 
need to embrace moving forward. That’s playoff hockey.” 

The Hurricanes spent most of the first period creating 
multiple breakaway or odd-man rushes that Jarry fended off 
until Kotkaniemi broke through 15:18 into the game when he 
collected a loose puck in the slot and fired it high over Jarry’s 
glove. 

Staal doubled the lead just 9 seconds into the second period 
when he found himself in the right spot following a shot by 
defenseman Brett Pesce. Pittsburgh’s Jeff Carter’s 
attempted clear from the slot smacked off Staal and slid into 
the net. 

The Penguins emerged from their funk midway through the 
second period. Rust poked home a rebound off Kris Letang’s 
shot 14:43 into the period gave Pittsburgh some life. Crosby 
followed with his 15th of the season a little less than three 
minutes later when he smoked a slap shot from the left circle 
just over Raanta’s outstretched left pad. 

The momentum, however, did not carry over to the third. 
Brady Skjei stepped in front of a pass by Pittsburgh’s Brian 
Dumoulin in the neutral zone and slipped the puck to Nino 
Niederreiter while Fast streaked down the right side. Fast 
buried Niederreiter’s centering pass to immediately put the 
Penguins back on their heels. 

Aho made it a two-goal game with a one-timer from the left 
circle on the power play with just under six minutes to play. 
Rodrigues’s first goal in 19 games with Jarry pulled led to a 
few tense moments in the final seconds before the clock 
expired to give the Hurricanes a win in a game that could 
serve as a preview of things to come this spring. 

“The third period was a good battle,” Staal said. “I thought 
our special teams was big. (The) power-play goal was huge. 
Gave us a little breathing room.” 

For now. 

NOTES: Carolina D Brendan Smith left in the first period and 
did not return after taking a puck to the ear while sliding to 
block a shot. The team said after the game that Smith was 
transported to University of Pittsburgh Medical Center for 
evaluation and imaging and he was in stable condition and 
has been released to travel with the team to Philadelphia, 
where he will continue to be monitored by the team’s medical 
staff. ... Pittsburgh honored Crosby with a plaque 
commemorating his 500th career goal during a pregame 
ceremony. Crosby became the 46th player in NHL history to 
reach the milestone in a win over Philadelphia last Tuesday. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Travel to the other side of Pennsylvania to face 
Philadelphia on Monday night. 

Pittsburgh: Have a few days off before hosting New Jersey 
on Thursday night. 
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Canes edge Penguins 4-3 in top Metropolitan Division matchup 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Jesper Fast scored 9 seconds into 
the third period to break a tie, Sebastian Aho followed with 
his 22nd goal of the season and the Carolina Hurricanes 
edged the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 on Sunday to move into 
first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Staal also scored for 
Carolina, which never trailed in the first meeting of the 
season between the teams that entered the day tied atop 
perhaps the league’s most competitive division. Antti Raanta 
made 31 saves to pick up his 100th career victory. 

Evan Rodrigues scored his first goal since Jan. 6 to get 
Pittsburgh within one with 1:12 remaining, but the Hurricanes 
held on.  

Bryan Rust scored his eighth goal in his past eight games 
and Sidney Crosby added the 501st goal of his career. 
Tristan Jarry finished with 26 stops for Pittsburgh and played 
well despite a series of breakdowns in front of him early on 
that allowed the Hurricanes to control play for significant 
stretches. 

PANTHERS 5, BLACKHAWKS 2 

CHICAGO (AP) — Aleksander Barkov had a goal and two 
assists and surging Florida beat Chicago for its third straight 
win. 

Aaron Ekblad, Brandon Montour, MacKenzie Weegar and 
Anton Lundell also scored as Eastern Conference-leading 
Florida won for the seventh time in eight games and finished 
a five-game road trip at 4-1-0. 

Jonathan Huberdeau had two assists to increase his league-
leading assist total to 53 and extend his points streak to 
seven games. He has one goal and 11 assists in the span. 

Patrick Kane had a goal and an assist for Chicago, which 
dropped its third straight overall and seventh in a row at 
home (0-6-1). The Blackhawks haven’t won at the United 
Center since beating Anaheim on Jan. 15. Kane’s assist 
gave him 720 for his career, all with Chicago, and moved him 
past Hall of Famer Denis Savard for second on the team’s 
career list. 

Caleb Jones added a late goal in the third just as a Chicago 
power play ended to make it closer. 

Sergei Bobrovsky made 22 saves for Florida. Marc-Andre 
Fleury stopped 20 shots for Chicago. 

CANADIENS 3, ISLANDERS 2, SO 

NEW YORK (AP) — Andrew Hammond made 30 saves and 
stopped two of three shootout attempts, leading Montreal 
over New York. 

It was Hammond’s first regular-season start since March 28, 
2018, and first NHL regular-season win since April 9, 2016, 
when he backstopped the Ottawa Senators to a 6-1 win 
against the Boston Bruins. 

Cole Caufield and Rem Pitlick scored in the shootout and 
Montreal won its second straight with St. Louis behind the 
bench. Jeff Petry and Josh Anderson scored in regulation for 
the Canadiens.  

Kyle Palmieri and Brock Nelson scored for New York and 
Ilya Sorokin made 25 saves.  

RANGERS 2, SENATORS 1 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — Igor Shesterkin stopped 29 shots, 
Ryan Strome and Artemi Panarin scored and New York 
edged Ottawa. 

Tim Stutzle scored the lone goal for the Senators, who were 
playing the second half of a back-to-back and coming off a 3-
2 overtime loss to Boston. Filip Gustavsson made 31 saves 
in his first NHL start since Dec. 7. 

A balanced first period saw the two teams exchange goals 
with Stutzle opening the scoring at the four-minute mark 
when he took advantage of a Rangers turnover and wristed a 
shot past Shesterkin. 

Just over three minutes later, Braden Schneider fired a shot 
from the point that didn’t get through — but Strome was able 
to pick it up and beat Gustavsson for his 10th of the season 
to tie it. 

The Rangers outshot the Senators 15-7 in the second and 
took a 2-1 lead as Panarin scored a power-play goal midway 
through the period. 

BLUE JACKETS 7, SABRES 3 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Dean Kukan had two goals and 
an assist, Jean-Francois Berube stopped 33 shots in his first 
NHL start in nearly four years, and Columbus beat Buffalo. 

Boone Jenner had a goal and an assist, and Zach Werenski, 
Brendan Gaunce, Gus Nyquist and Justin Danforth also 
scored for Columbus. Patrik Laine added two assists as the 
Blue Jackets won for the seventh time in nine games and 
swept the three-game season series with Buffalo.  

Berube last played April 6, 2018, for Chicago in a loss to St. 
Louis. 

Mark Pysyk, Tage Thompson and Kyle Okposo scored for 
Buffalo. Craig Anderson stopped 32 shots in the Sabres’ 
third straight loss. 

COYOTES 3, STARS 1 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — Nick Schmaltz and Clayton Keller 
each had a goal and an assist and Arizona stopped Dallas’ 
six-game road winning streak. 

Lawson Crouse scored his 50th NHL goal and Scott 
Wedgewood made 32 saves for the Coyotes, including 17 
while under almost constant pressure in the third period. 

With the game tied at 1, Schmaltz scored on a power play to 
give the Coyotes a 2-1 lead late in the second period. Keller 
scored into an open net with 34.7 seconds remaining for 
Arizona, which had lost its last two games. 

Roope Hintz scored and Jake Oettinger had 32 saves for the 
Stars, who had not lost on the road since Jan. 15. Dallas had 
won four straight and 13 of the last 14 against Arizona. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, SHARKS 1 
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SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Jack Eichel scored his first goal 
since joining Vegas and the Golden Knights beat the San 
Jose Sharks for the 10th straight time. 

Eichel’s goal came in his third game back from artificial disk 
replacement surgery on his neck in November as he finished 
off a nifty give-and-go with Chandler Stephenson. It was his 
first goal since Jan. 28, 2021, with Buffalo. Vegas acquired 
Eichel in a deal with the Sabres on Nov. 4 and he underwent 
the surgery the following week. 

Eichel’s goal helped snap Vegas’ three-game winless streak 
and gave Logan Thompson the win in his second career start 
in goal. Thompson, who lost his first start last month against 
Nashville, made 35 saves. Keegan Kolesar and Max 
Pacioretty also scored, and Stephenson added an empty-
netter. 

Vegas won all eight meetings against San Jose last season 
and hasn’t lost to the Sharks since Nov. 21, 2019, at home. 

Nick Bonino scored the lone goal for the Sharks, who are 
winless in their last six games. James Reimer made 31 
saves. 

WILD 7, OILERS 3 

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Kevin Fiala had two goals and 
an assist to lift Minnesota past Edmonton. 

Matt Boldy and Mats Zuccarello each had a goal and an 
assist, and Brandon Duhaime, Joel Eriksson Ek, and Connor 
Dewar also scored to help the Wild snap a two-game skid. 
Kaapo Kahkonen had 30 saves. 

Evander Kane, Tyler Benson and Zach Hyman scored for the 
Oilers, who ended a five-game winning streak with their first 
loss under new coach Jay Woodcroft. Mike Smith gave up 
four goals on seven shots before he was pulled with 6:22 left 
in the first period. Mikko Koskinen replaced him and stopped 
12 of the 15 shots he faced.

 

Hurricanes take versatile approach up against Flyers 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes will look for their third consecutive 
victory when they battle the host Philadelphia Flyers on 
Monday afternoon. 

The Hurricanes earned a hard-fought 4-3 decision over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday. The victory advanced the 
Hurricanes into sole possession of first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Carolina's Brendan Smith left the game in the first period 
after sliding to block a shot. The puck clipped Smith in the 
ear and he didn't return. 

Other than that, the Hurricanes controlled the tempo with 
another stellar all-around performance. 

No matter where the Hurricanes wind up in the standings, 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour isn't focused on that aspect. 

"I mean, I'll look at it when we get down to the end but right 
now you've got to go play your game, win your game," he 
said. "If you win enough of them, your points don't really 
matter." 

Carolina has dropped only 11 games all season. It boasts an 
impressive 17-7-2 mark on the road. 

The Hurricanes have defeated teams in a variety of ways 
whether it's an up-tempo game or a slower defensive mode. 
That's part of what makes the team so difficult to compete 
against. 

"Whatever kind of game it goes, I think we can play it, which 
is good," Brind'Amour said. "We certainly don't back down 
from it." 

The Hurricanes have seven players with at least 10 goals 
scored this season. 

The Flyers will hope to avoid a fifth straight loss when they 
battle the Hurricanes. 

It will be the second game of a season-long eight-game 
homestand. 

While the losses and injuries to key players have piled up, 
there have been some bright spots. 

Enter Gerry Mayhew. 

With the likes of Sean Couturier, Ryan Ellis and Kevin Hayes 
sidelined, young players like Mayhew have been given a 
major opportunity. Mayhew scored two goals in the Flyers' 5-
3 loss to the Washington Capitals on Thursday. 

"He works. it's a big thing. He works and he skates," Flyers 
interim head coach Mike Yeo said of Mayhew. "You can 
have success in this league if you do those two things. He's 
got skill to make plays and you can't just put anybody up 
there that's gonna work and skate, but he's got the ability to 
make plays and is very confident as well right now." 

Mayhew was even more impressive considering that he 
played with 12 stitches surrounding his left eye. 

"Just have to keep doing what I do best," Mayhew said. "Just 
work hard and do the little things. Getting pucks behind their 
D, that is one thing we have to seize on." 

The Flyers haven't been able to seize the opportunity when it 
comes to closing games. They let go of a late lead in recent 
losses to the Penguins and Capitals. 

"We're working hard. We're doing all the video," the Flyers' 
Travis Konecny said. "We're doing everything we're 
supposed to be doing and what other teams are doing. It's 
just those one, two bounces that don't go in our favor. It is 
the way the NHL is. It's a game of inches and seconds." 
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Carolina Hurricanes at Pittsburgh Penguins: Preview, Lineups and Game Discussion 

By Alec Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes (33-11-4) at Pittsburgh Penguins (31-12-
8)  

First place in the Metropolitan Division is up for grabs in 
Pittsburgh Sunday afternoon, as the Canes and Penguins 
come into a matinee meeting both sitting at 70 points (though 
the Canes have three games in hand). 

If it feels like it’s been awhile since you’ve seen the Pens, 
that’s because it has been. With Sunday’s matchup the first 
of the year between the division foes, this is the first time the 
Hurricanes and Penguins are meeting since March of 2020.  

It’s also the first game of a very odd back-to-back for the 
Canes, who will follow up a Sunday afternoon tilt in 
Pittsburgh with a rare Monday afternoon appearance in 
Philadelphia.  

For the Canes, Pittsburgh native Vincent Trocheck is a 
question mark for the road trip, with Rod Brind’Amour saying 
Saturday he was “hopeful” Trocheck would be able to go 
without knowing any real update.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Penguins 

Record 33-11-4 31-12-8 

Goals/Game 3.48 3.29 

Goals Against/Game 2.40 2.57 

Shots/Game 33.10 34.84 

Face Off Win % 53.6% 50.6% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.8% (7th) 21.4% (12th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.9% (1st) 87.1% (2nd) 

ES Corsi For % 54.51% 52.52% 

ES PDO 101.56 100.58 

PIM/Game 09:15 06:28 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Louis Domingue 

Record 26-7-2 1-0-0 

Save % .927 .976 

GAA 2.10 0.98 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Tristan Jarry 

Record 6-3-1 25-9-6 

Save % .909 .923 

GAA 2.39 2.25 

 

Game Notes 

 The Canes and Penguins are meeting for the first 
time since March 8, 2020. That game, the 
penultimate for Carolina before the 2020 season 
was shut down, was a 6-2 Canes win featuring 
goals from Morgan Geekie (x2), Jaccob Slavin, 
Jake Gardiner and Justin Williams (x2). Times have 
certainly changed.  

 Carolina is 65-68-11-7 all time against the 
Penguins, and 29-36-6-4 in Pittsburgh. 

 Sunday will be Nino Niederreiter’s 700th NHL 
game.  

 Antti Raanta is one win away from 100 in his NHL 
career. He’ll likely have the opportunity to get that at 
some point in the next two days.  

 Derek Stepan is sitting at 499 NHL points, a number 
he’s been at for the last four games.  

Lineups 

Carolina Hurricanes 
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Andrei Svechnikov - Sebastian Aho - Teuvo Teravainen 
Steven Lorentz - Jesperi Kotkaniemi - Martin Necas 
Nino Niederreiter - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook - Derek Stepan - Seth Jarvis 

Jaccob Slavin - Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole - Brendan Smith 

Antti Raanta 
Frederik Andersen 

Injuries and Scratches: Ethan Bear (healthy), Vincent 
Trocheck (upper body, game-time decision) 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Jake Guentzel - Sidney Crosby - Bryan Rust 
Danton Heinen - Evgeni Malkin - Jeff Carter 
Brock McGinn - Evan Rodrigues - Kasperi Kapanen 
Zach Aston-Reese - Brian Boyle - Dominik Simon 

Brian Dumoulin - Kris Letang 
Marcus Pettersson - John Marino 
Mike Matheson - Chad Ruhwedel 

Tristan Jarry 
Casey DeSmith 

Injuries and Scratches: Mark Friedman (healthy), Radim 
Zohorna (healthy), Jason Zuker (core), Teddy Blueger (jaw), 
Louis Domingue (lower body), Drew O’Connor (upper body) 

 

 

 

 

Canes hold on to win big in Pittsburgh, take top spot in Metro 

By Ryan Henkel  

In a huge matchup and with the top spot in the Metropolitan 
Division on the line, the Carolina Hurricanes emerged 
victorious as they defeated the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3. 

The Canes relied on some quick-strike magic — scoring 
within the first 10 seconds of a period, twice — and solid 
goaltending by netminder Antti Raanta who picked up career 
win number 100 in the victory, to best the Pens. 

The Hurricanes struck first with the new fourth line getting to 
work.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi kept the play alive in the corner where 
Seth Jarvis collected the puck and made a deft move behind 
the net. He then got the puck back up to the slot where 
Jordan Martinook tied up two Penguins leaving Kotkaniemi 
space to snipe it home. 

Carolina was rolling early, but Penguins’ netminder Tristan 
Jarry played big, making tough save after tough save to keep 
his team in the game. 

But right off the opening faceoff for the second period, the 
Canes won possession of the puck and Jordan Staal 
crashed to the Pittsburgh net and had a rebound bounce off 
of his left leg, and through Jarry’s five-hole. 

The Hurricanes were in the driver’s seat, but around the 
halfway mark of the game, Pittsburgh began to find its 
footing. 

Late in the second, Kris Letang thwarted a Carolina clearing 
attempt and sent the puck in on net. Antti Raanta made the 
initial save on a tip out in front, but the rebound went right to 
Bryan Rust for the putback. 

Soon after that, Sidney Crosby of all people somehow got 
left all alone at the Canes’ blueline where he received a 
stretch pass and skated into the zone, ripping his 501st 
career goal past Raanta. 

So heading into the third period, it seemed like the 
momentum might have shifted, but instead the Hurricanes 
scored off of the opening draw yet again.  

This time, the Canes put together an odd-man rush led by 
Brady Skjei. Nino Niederreiter faked a slap pass and 
threaded a cross-ice pass to Jesper Fast, who buried it. 

Raanta and the Canes continued to hold off the Penguins’ 
push and the Hurricanes finally got the chance to earn some 
breathing room after Andrei Svechnikov drew a penalty.  

And that’s just what they did as Teuvo Teravainen found 
Sebastian Aho in the slot with a no-look pass which Aho one-
timed past Jarry. 

Pittsburgh would shrink the lead again as Evan Rodrigues 
finished off a cross-ice feed on a 6-on-4 opportunity, but 
Raanta and the Canes shut the door from there to win the 
game. 

The Hurricanes will remain in-state as they head east to play 
the Philadelphia Flyers on Monday at 3 pm at the Wells 
Fargo Center. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Fast, Staal, Kotkaniemi on the win in Pittsburgh 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes took sole possession of the top spot 
in the Metropolitan Division thanks to a 4-3 win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins Sunday afternoon at PPG Paints Arena. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast and Sebastian 
Aho all registered a goal in the win and Antti Raanta turned 
aside 34 shots to earn career win number 100. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour as well as 
Jesper Fast, Jordan Staal and Jesperi Kotkaniemi spoke to 
the media on the win. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his team’s performance: They were great. The first 30 
minutes was really good and then we had the one bad shift 
and of course they scored. Then they kind of got some life 
and then they took off. They go their game going, but I 
thought we were solid. Our D played phenomenal, logging all 
those minutes that they had to. I give them a lot of credit. 

On any update on Brendan Smith: No. Not yet. 

On Antti Raanta getting the start in Pittsburgh: We’ve got a 
lot of games coming up and there’s not a lot of rest once we 
get past tomorrow. I think there’s a three day break and then 
that’s it for the rest of the year. We’re playing every other 
day. We’re going to need them both and it really just lines up 
for Freddie to get another day of rest here before his start. 
That’s about all. Very important to have both guys. 

On Jesperi Kotkaniemi getting more comfortable: That was a 
big goal today obviously. I’ve asked him to step into these 
other roles when needed and he’s been great. I think he’s 
just going to get better and better as he gets more 
comfortable with how we want to play. Obviously he has a lot 
of talent so that’s starting to come out. 

On the league’s top two penalty kills facing off against one 
another: Our penalty kill was good. The one was a 6-on-4, 
that we didn’t do quite right. You don’t want to give that lane 
up and you’re not going to save that one-timer. It is what it is 
on that, but I thought overall we did a nice job. We only had 
two power plays all game, I think, but they were both good 
and obviously it comes up huge with the game winning goal. 
Special teams and goaltending. It always seems to come 
down to those two things. 

On if there was anything more to the opening period faceoff 
goals: I can’t be telling you what was going there, but every 
team has stuff they do off the faceoff. 

On Andrei Svechnikov attempting the between the legs shot: 
These guys can do this stuff. This is the game now. These 
guys have so much talent that that’s a normal play. Bring it 
over and draw the goalie to him. That’s the play. It’s not the 
old days where none of us could do that stuff. All of these 
guys can do this stuff. I’m certainly not going to tell him not 
to, when I never could do any of that stuff.  

Jesper Fast 

On the team’s performance: I thought we played really 
strong. We came out pretty strong in the first 30 minutes and 

I thought we were the better team. Then they got two goals 
there that shook the momentum a little bit, but in the third 
period we got a quick goal and maybe we sat back too much, 
but we battled hard and got the two points. 

On the quick goals to start periods: They’re huge. Tried to 
make a play there in the second period and it worked out 
perfectly. I think we did that one more time before so happy it 
worked out. A little broken play on the second goal, but it 
was a really great pass by Nino to open it up there. 

On suppressing the Penguins in the first 30 minutes: In the 
first 30 minutes, I thought we controlled all the game. We 
were on them and we had a lot of zone time and all that stuff. 
Really happy with the way we played, but the game changed 
quick. They got two quick goals and the game kind of turned 
a little bit, but we know what kind of team we are and in the 
third period we came out strong and we battled hard. 

On if this game was a good tone setter for a potential playoff 
matchup down the road: I mean, it’s hard to say. We want to 
play the same way every game and we know what kind of 
team they are. They’re a good team, so if we play them in 
the playoffs, we’re facing a good team. We just try to improve 
our game and play our game. 

On Jesperi Kotkaniemi breaking the ice: The first goal is 
always important. Of course we played good too, so it gave 
us a little momentum and we got the second one as well. But 
yeah, the first one is always important. 

On the penalty killing: Special teams is always important. I 
feel we’ve done a really good job this season and we've just 
got to make the right plays out there. If we could stay out of 
the box that’d be even better, but we’ve been good in those 
situations all year. We have confidence. 

Jordan Staal 

On the team’s performance: Great first. Obviously we held 
control of most of the game and gave them one little sniff, 
and obviously that team can score goals and that got them 
right back into it. That third period was a good battle and I 
thought our special teams was big. Power play goal was 
huge and gave us a little bit of breathing room. Raanta was 
big with the finish at the end there. 

On Antti Raanta’s performance: It was great to see. 
Obviously Raanta, I don’t think he’s gotten into his groove 
this year and it’s nice to seem him play really well against a 
really good team. I can see the boys feeling confident in both 
goalies. We have two great goalies that can steal games and 
Raanta did a great job tonight. 

On his assessment of the Penguins: They’re very similar. A 
team that can bite you really quick and a team that plays with 
speed. A good power play and they’ve got a great squad. 
We’re going to see some battles, I think we have a fair 
amount against each other in the next few weeks in the 
division. It’s a lot of fun. Two good teams going at it and 
obviously getting the first one is always good. 

On how the teams would match up in a potential playoff 
series: I can’t see why not. Like I said, we took control of the 
game in the first and then they got to their game and really 
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took it to us for a bit there and we were on our heels. It’s 
going to hopefully not be one of those back-and-forth games, 
but it’s obviously two good teams that are going to make 
pushes. Glad we got on top of it tonight. 

On scoring two twice in the opening seconds of a period: It 
was obviously fortunate. We had some good bounces 
tonight. A couple of good bounces. We’ll take it. I did a great 
job of losing that draw on the one. Skjei made a great read 
on the quick up and our line did a good job on that one and 
the other one was a little faceoff play that worked out in our 
favor.  

On his collision with Evgeni Malkin: Yeah... that was my bad. 
I saw him late and he was kind of coming one way and I was 
going the other way. He’s a big, heavy boy and I’m glad he 
got up fine. 

On closing out games: Obviously at 6-on-5, we’ve given up a 
couple in these last few. We’ve got to find ways to minimize 
their chances They’re good teams with their best players on 
the ice and they’re going to find ways, but it’s not a good 
feeling seeing that at the end. I thought tonight, they had a 
few chances that went our way. It was nice to see our 
bounces and Raanta obviously took it away at the end. 

On taking some fortunate puck luck after his earlier 
struggles: I’ll take it. I was telling the boys that my left leg 
was due. Been telling the boys to just go to the net and good 
things will happen. All those things led to a bounce for me. 
I’ve been getting quite a few chances off the break and I’m 

starting to play some better hockey offensively I feel. Those 
are one of those good bounces that you take and run with 
and it was nice to see it go in. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On if he’s been doing anything different in the last little 
stretch: No, not really. I’m just trying to do the same thing 
every night and work as hard as I can. However much ice 
time, just try to use it as best as I can. It’s been fun to get a 
couple of goals in the last few games. Always brings the 
confidence up and it feels good. 

On if he and the other Finns on the team got a boost from 
Finland winning gold at the Olympics: Yeah, of course. It was 
a great thing for the whole country. First gold medal ever and 
it’s just huge. It of course gives a boost for all the Finnish 
guys around the league, but it was just great to see. Great 
for Finnish hockey. 

On Antti Raanta: He’s great. Even when he’s not playing, 
he’s kind of the dad for all of us. He’s taking care of us and 
sometimes we have a nice brunch at his place. He just 
watches what we do and gives us little tips every day.  

On Seth Jarvis: I’m not surprised at all. He’s a great player 
and an even better person. He’s just a great guy to be 
around. He works really hard and you can see that on the 
ice. He’s one of the most skilled guys on our team and he’s 
just able to make those plays every night. He’s a big part of 
our team and a huge part of the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 21, 2022 

 

About Last Night: Striking Fast 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up a massive win in 
Pittsburgh Sunday afternoon, beating the Penguins 4-3 to 
secure the top spot in the Metro Division.  

Some thoughts on the win: 

Striking Quick 

The Hurricanes did something no other team in NHL history 
has ever done Sunday afternoon in Pittsburgh, as Carolina 
scored at the nine-second mark of both the second and third 
period en route to the win over the Penguins.  

With that, the Canes are the first team to ever score in the 
first 10 seconds of consecutive periods, and it was the 
difference in the game in a 4-3 win over the Pens.  

The first of those goals came from captain Jordan Staal, as a 
quickly fired shot on Tristan Jarry got away from the 
Pittsburgh netminder and Staal crashed the net and won a 
battle. 

Then in the third period, Jesper Fast lived up to his surname 
with another nine-second tally, as a Pens’ neutral zone 
turnover got to the stick of Nino Niederreiter. Niederreiter 
threaded a nice pass across to Fast, who slotted it past 
Jarry. 

At this point in hockey, anytime a team does something for 
the first time in NHL history it’s pretty cool. 

And that thing being scoring twice off of period-opening 
faceoffs in the first 10 seconds makes it even cooler.  

“They’re huge,” Fast said. “Tried to make a play there in the 
second period and it worked out perfectly. I think we did that 
one more time before so happy it worked out. A little broken 
play on the second goal, but it was a really great pass by 
Nino to open it up there.” 

100 

With a 31-save effort in net for the Canes, goaltender Antti 
Raanta collected his 100th NHL win Sunday afternoon in 
Pittsburgh.  

Raanta was solid in the win, as he has been all year for the 
Canes, making some big saves in some big moments to help 
lead Carolina to the win.  

For Raanta, he’s fitting in nicely with the Hurricanes. He’s on 
pace to put up his best numbers since 2017-18, and he’s 
remained (mostly) healthy, which was a big question mark 
coming into the year.  

For a nine-year veteran who has now spent time in four 
different cities during his NHL tenure, reaching the 100-win 
mark is a big deal. Good for Antti Raanta. 

“He’s great,” said Jesperi Kotkaniemi. “Even when he’s not 
playing, he’s kind of the dad for all of us. He’s taking care of 
us and sometimes we have a nice brunch at his place. He 
just watches what we do and gives us little tips every day.” 

Other Notes 

 Don’t look now, but Jordan Staal is...getting hot? A 
slight bit of sarcasm, but it is good to see Staal get 
his second goal in the last five games after going 35 
games without a score. *Insert cliché about it only 
takes one to get you going.*  

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi opened up the scoring for the 
Canes Sunday, scoring his 11th goal of the season. 
That ties a career best for Kotkaniemi, who is 
proving to be well worth the offer sheet.  

 The Hurricanes now hold the top spot in the Metro, 
with games in hand on the teams behind. According 
to MoneyPuck, the Canes have a 99.99% chance of 
making the playoffs. The Canes are also far and 
away the favorites to win the Metro, with -420 odds 
on FanDuel. 

 The Canes are now 6-1-1 in the first game of a 
back-to-back. 
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Raanta reaches 100 career wins, Canes beat Penguins 4-3  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

Goaltender Antti Raanta notched his 100th career NHL win 
in style, anchoring the Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-3 over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday, Feb. 20. Raanta racked up 
31 saves, including several key efforts to keep the Canes in 
front throughout the game. 

Raanta was a stalwart in the crease for Carolina (34-11-4) 
for the full 60 minutes as the Penguins (31-13-8) tested him 
all afternoon. Although the Pens put three goals on the 
board, Raanta stepped up in big moments to keep the 
Penguins at bay, especially down the stretch. 

Pittsburgh nearly staged a comeback in the back end of the 
game, pulling even at 2-2 going into the second intermission 
and turning the pressure up to 11 in the final minutes. 
However, Raanta stood tall in the final minutes by 
stonewalling Sidney Crosby as the final horn sounded to 
deny the game-tying goal. 

The Hurricanes defense took care of business as well. 
Carolina and Pittsburgh boast the top two penalty kills in the 
NHL, but the Canes asserted their superiority in that 
category by holding the Pens to just one power play goal on 
four chances. Even that lone Pittsburgh PPG came with a 
caveat as Evan Rodrigues found the net in a 6-on-4 shift. 

On the other hand, Carolina capitalized on a late power play 
as center Sebastian Aho netted what turned out to be the 

difference-maker with 5:42 left in the third. With the Canes 
getting just two power play opportunities, the need to convert 
on that chance was significant with the Penguins pressing for 
a game-tying goal. 

“I thought overall we did a nice job [on the penalty kill],” 
Brind’Amour said. “And then obviously we only had two 
power plays all game but they were both good and obviously 
it came up huge, that was the winning goal. Special teams, 
goaltending, it always seems to come down to those things.” 

The Canes offense also made a point to beat Pittsburgh out 
of the gate in each period. Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored 
the game-opener within the first five minutes, but nine was 
the magic number for Carolina in the second and third. 
Center Jordan Staal sucker-punched the Pens with a goal 
just nine seconds into the second period. Then lightning 
struck twice in the third when right wing Jesper Fast scored 
the first goal of the final period in nine seconds. 

“I thought we did a great job losing that draw,” Staal said. 
“[Defenseman Brady Skjei] made a great read on the quick-
up there, obviously a good job on that one. The other one 
was a little face off play that worked out in our favor.” 

The Canes will need to be quick getting back to action as 
well with a short turnaround in the schedule. Carolina travels 
across Pennsylvania to take on the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Monday, Feb. 21. Puck drops at 3 p.m. 
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Wolves blast past Iowa 

Stefan Noesen added two more goals to his AHL-leading 
total and Andrew Poturalski added two more points to his 
league-leading total as the Chicago Wolves raced to a 5-1 
victory over the Iowa Wild Sunday afternoon at Allstate 
Arena. 

Defenseman Jesper Sellgren and forward C.J. Smith also 
scored goals for the Wolves (29-10-4-3), who swept both 
games against Iowa this weekend while maintaining their 10-
point lead in the Central Division. 

“It doesn’t matter the score, the time, the day, how many 
fans are in the building: We play a certain way,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “It has to be consistent 
because that’s our identity.” 

Noesen, who produced his first career hat trick Saturday 
night, delivered his 27th and 28th goals of the season 
Sunday to give him five goals in a 21-hour stretch against 
Iowa (20-19-3-3). 

But it was Sellgren who opened the scoring at 11:51 of the 
first period with his third goal of the year. Jack Drury started 
the play in the defensive zone with a pass ahead to David 
Gust, who dished to Sellgren on the left wing as they crossed 
the blue line. Sellgren threaded a pass toward the crease for 
Gust, but it deflected off an Iowa defenseman’s skate and 
flew into the net. 

Noesen gave the Wolves a 2-0 lead at 16:26 of the first. 
Poturalski whistled a shot from the high slot that hit the 
crossbar and dropped into the crease, then Noesen poked 

home the rebound before goaltender Hunter Jones could 
turn around. 

Noesen struck again at 4:49 of the second with assists from 
defenseman Daniel Brickley and forward Josh Leivo. 
Brickley’s pass from deep in the defensive zone found Leivo 
at the red line, then he fed it ahead to Noesen motoring 
down the right wing. Noesen took on a defenseman, 
executed a pull-and-drag and whistled a riser over Jones’ 
glove for a 3-0 lead. 

Poturalski and Smith produced unassisted goals 61 seconds 
apiece to give the Wolves a 5-0 lead and inspire Iowa coach 
Tim Army to send in backup goaltender Zane McIntyre. 
Poturalski steered a wrister into the top left corner on the 
power play at 6:40, then Smith forced a turnover and carried 
it into the slot for his 15th goal of the year at 7:41. 

Iowa’s Nolan Stevens broke up the shutout when he scored 
during 4-on-4 play at 17:14 of the second. Wolves goaltender 
Alex Lyon (13-6-2) finished with 24 saves in the win. 

Jones (2-4-1) stopped 15 of 20 shots during his 27 minutes, 
41 seconds of action while McIntyre posted 19 saves the rest 
of the way. 

The Wolves travel to second-place Manitoba on Saturday 
and Sunday before returning to Allstate Arena on 
Wednesday, March 2, for a 7 p.m. game against the Texas 
Stars. To get the Craft Beer Night package that features a 
ticket and three beers for one low price, contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258599488.html 

https://theathletic.com/3140364/2022/02/21/the-canadiens-are-fixed-the-flames-are-unbeatable-the-kings-are-better-than-we-think-and-more-from-
a-busy-weekend/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/hurricanes-fast-strike-offense-leads-to-win-in-pittsburgh/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-penguins/c-330981042 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-down-pittsburgh-for-top-spot-in-the-metro/c-331013146 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-flyers/c-331017066 

https://www.nhl.com/news/debbie-montgomery-co-founder-of-minneapolis-hockey-program/c-330987048  
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-penguins-game-recap/c-330751216 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-prospects-who-excelled-at-2022-beijing-olympics/c-331005302 

https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-60889107cb1b5958da650f38e9ba520f 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nfl-nhl-sports-canada-7be2b9e1cc421dcdc29b6438ccd3b4a2 

https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-philadelphia-flyers-scott-laughton-4da05a1631bf48d5a87dccfec045b2aa 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-take-versatile-approach-up-against-flyers/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/20/22943318/carolina-hurricanes-at-pittsburgh-penguins-preview-lineups-and-game-discussion 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/20/22943596/carolina-hurricanes-hold-on-to-win-big-in-pittsburgh-take-top-spot-in-metro 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/20/22943649/they-said-it-brindamour-fast-staal-kotkaniemi-on-the-carolina-hurricanes-win-in-pittsburgh 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/21/22944212/about-last-night-striking-fast 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/raanta-reaches-100-career-wins-canes-beat-penguins-4-3/article_f62201ec-9296-11ec-bb7d-
d338664af1ff.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/20/wolves-blast-past-iowa/ 
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Canes close out Penguins to take over first place outright in the NHL’s 
Metro Division 

 

Chip Alexander 2/20/2022 

 

The game ended Sunday with Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby standing in 
front of Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta, whacking at the puck. 

But the Canes would not allow the Penguins to tie the score, holding on 
for a 4-3 victory to take a two-point lead over Pittsburgh in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Sebastian Aho’s power-play goal at 14:18 of the third period proved to be 
the winner, and the Canes also got rapid-fire goals to start the second 
and third periods from Jordan Staal and then Jesper Fast — each 
scoring nine seconds into the period. 

“Worked out perfectly,” Fast said. 

Added Staal: “We got the bounces today. We’ll take it.” 

It was the 100th career victory for Raanta, who had 31 saves in his first 
win since Jan. 29 against New Jersey. Add in a goal from Jesperi 

Kotkaniemi and it was a big day for the Canes’ Finns, who also took 
pleasure in seeing Finland win the Olympic gold medal. 

Here are five takeaways from Sunday’s game: 

▪ The Canes (34-11-4) are making things interesting late in games trying 
to hold the lead and seal victories. 

The Florida Panthers tied the score late with an extra attacker and won in 
overtime. The Nashville Predators pulled their goalie with 5:47 left in 
regulation and scored twice with a sixth attacker before Andrei 
Svechnikov’s empty-net goal nailed down the Canes’ 5-3 win. 

The Pens (31-13-8) pulled goalie Tristan Jarry, scored a 6-on-4 power-
play goal Sunday to pull within 4-3, and continued to push to the final 
horn and Crosby’s last chops. 

“We’ve got to find ways to minimize their chances,” Staal said. 
“Obviously, good teams with their best players on the ice are going to 
find ways. It’s not a good feeling seeing (Crosby) at the end ... but 
‘Raants’ obviously took it away from him.” 

▪ Svechnikov drew a slashing penalty against Kris Letang in the third that 
led to Aho’s goal, but only after trying to beat Jarry with a between-the-
legs move and shot as he swept in front of the crease. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he had no problem with 
Svechnikov’s decision late in a 3-2 game. 

“These guys can do this stuff,” Brind’Amour said. “This is the game now. 
These guys have so much talent that that’s the play. It’s not the old days 
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where none of us could do this stuff. These guys can all do this stuff. I’m 
certainly not going to tell him not to.” 

▪ The Canes can rub this in on the Canadiens if they want: Kotkaniemi 
has matched his career high with 11 goals. The center had 11 for 
Montreal in 79 games in 2018-19, his rookie season. He now has 11 in 
46 games in his first season with Carolina after scoring in the past two 
games. 

The Canes initially tried Kotkaniemi on the wing after obtaining him from 
Montreal via an offer sheet. That didn’t work. But once back at center, the 
Finn has gotten progressively better. 

“I’m just trying to do the same thing every night and work as hard as I can 
and whatever the ice time is to use it as good as I can,” Kotkaniemi said 
after the game. “It’s been fun to get goals the last couple of games. It 
always brings your confidence up.” 

▪ Sidney Crosby is no longer “The Kid” at age 34 after playing almost 
1,100 regular-season games and another 174 in the playoffs. But there 
has been no slowing down for the Pens’ biggest star. He’ll always have 
that dynamic vibe when he takes the ice. 

Before Sunday’s game, Crosby was given a golden stick by teammates 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang to commemorate his 500th career goal. 
He then added No. 501 in the second period Sunday with a laser of a 
shot that beat Raanta. 

▪ The loss of Canes defenseman Brendan Smith, who took a puck off the 
side of his helmet in the first period, made for heavy workloads for the 
other D-men. Brett Pesce played 28 minutes, Jaccob Slavin more than 
27 and Brady Skjei almost 26. 

“Our D played phenomenal, logging all those minutes,” Brind’Amour said. 
“They had to and I give them a lot of credit.” 

The Hurricanes said Smith was taken to the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center for evaluation. Smith was released to travel with the team 
to Philadelphia for Monday’s game and will be monitored by the team’s 
medical staff. 

This story was originally  

Published February 20, 2022 5:03 PM. 
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Flyers take Pride Night opportunity to support more inclusion in hockey 

 

Giana Han 

8-9 minutes 

 

When the Flyers came to Nora Cothren and told her that James van 
Riemsdyk and Scott Laughton wanted to provide game tickets to the You 
Can Play Project, she thought of a worthy recipient immediately. 

The project’s mission is to ensure safety and inclusion for all who 
participate in sports, including LGBTQ+ athletes, coaches and fans, and 
Cothren knew she wanted them to go to a young, out hockey player: Juls 
Ries. 

The Flyers will hold their annual Pride Night celebration at Monday’s 
matinee against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Ries, of Maple Shade, had come out to her hockey team three years ago. 
Cothren, who has known Ries since she was 9 and coached her for four 
years, had stood proudly by Ries’ side, marveling at her confidence and 

wishing she, Cothren, had been able to do the same when she was 
younger. 

Ries, now 16, said she had known her orientation for a long time but took 
a while to come to terms with it. She came out to her family first and then 
told her team when she was 13. Cothren did not tell her own team until 
she was 18 and the season had ended. 

That senior season, Cothren was captain of her high school and club 
hockey teams, and her mind created a list of things that could possibly go 
wrong if she came out to them. She worried she’d be a distraction. She 
worried it would affect her play and her role on the teams. And most of 
all, she worried that she would lose all her friends. 

Cothren’s teammates had never been mean to a member of the LGBTQ 
community, but some of the language they used made her uncomfortable 
with admitting she was gay. She also knew her teammates hated the 
stereotype that all female hockey players must be lesbians, and she 
didn’t want to reinforce that. 

When Cothren finally came out to her teams, she was fully accepted. She 
went into Smith College completely open about her sexuality and had a 
wonderful experience. But she will never get back the chance to play with 
her high school team as her full self. Knowing that, she has dedicated 
herself to helping young athletes feel comfortable in their own skin. 

“Getting to see kids like Juls be themselves at very early ages and be 
fully embraced by their teammates and have the experience of being 
their full selves on the ice, off the ice, with their teammates, it’s why I do 
what I do,” Cothren said. 

Since graduating with an education degree, Cothren has gotten involved 
through the Ed Snider Foundation as well as the You Can Play Project, 
for which she is co-chair of the Northeast Regional Board. It was started 
by Patrick Burke, whose late brother Brendan was considered to be the 
first out athlete with a tie to the NHL. (Their father Brian was a longtime 
NHL general manager, Patrick is a scout, and Brendan was a high school 
goalie and college manager before dying in an auto accident at 21.) 

You Can Play’s connections to the league led to the NHL becoming one 
of the first professional leagues to partner with the foundation. There are 
now 12 partners including the NFL, NASCAR, and Major League Soccer. 

Despite the early involvement, Cothren said there’s still a way to go. 
Insensitive language around the sport, whether it’s in the locker room or 
in the stands, still acts as a deterrent for some hockey players who may 
want to come out. And then there’s the lack of representation. 

“I think it says a lot about hockey that there hadn’t even been a retired 
player that had come out before that,” Cothren said of Brendan Burke. 
“There’s never been an active player, but there’s not even a retired 
player.” 

Cothren attributes that to the team mentality of the sport. Hockey is so 
reliant on every player on the roster, and it’s intimidating for some to 
stand out in any way. There’s always the worry that if the team starts to 
do poorly, people will somehow try to trace it back to the player who 
came out, Cothren said. There’s also still a level of machismo that’s 
associated with the sport and is in contrast to the stereotype that gay 
men are flamboyant. 

On July 19, 2021, Luke Prokop became the first player on an NHL 
contract to come out as gay. A third-round pick of Nashville in the 2020 
draft, the 19-year-old defenseman is still playing in juniors. But he has 
the LGBTQ community behind him, waiting for the day he plays his first 
NHL game and makes more history. 

While there are no out NHL players, even the act of publicly supporting 
the LGBTQ community goes a long way, Cothren said. She vividly 
remembers when Claude Giroux and Scott Hartnell appeared in a one of 
You Can Play’s original videos. 

“That was life-changing for me,” Cothren said. “You know, as someone 
who is out in the hockey world, having these guys that play for a team 
that has been a part of my life for almost the entirety of my life saying 
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folks like me were included in hockey was really important. It gave me 
the confidence to share my story and get involved in the work and try to 
make a difference.” 

Cothren, a longtime Flyers fan, has always followed van Riemsdyk 
because of his work with the LGBTQ community. Van Riemsdyk was 
close with Patrick Burke and also got involved from the start. She also 
admired Laughton because she heard he approached Patrick Burke to 
offer his assistance. When Cothren reached out to him over Twitter to 
thank him for speaking out in a video the Flyers released, she was 
surprised he answered and was impressed by how serious he was about 
helping out. 

Laughton said he knew he wanted to get involved as soon as he heard 
about You Can Play. For him, it really comes down to being a good 
person, he said. Both he and van Riemsdyk spoke of the importance of 
educating yourself and others about how to be a good ally and how it 
helps to grow the game they love by welcoming more people. 

“You hate hearing stories talking about before,” van Riemsdyk said, 
“where you hear people say it just became not fun for me because of 
whatever the issues or whatever their certain circumstances may have 
been, whether it’s different language that they didn’t like hearing a lot, 
and that was hurtful for people to say.” 

Coming into the 2021-22 season, the two of them knew they wanted to 
do something more than just supporting You Can Play and holding Pride 
Night. They came up with the idea of providing tickets to You Can Play 
for 12 games this season. The fact that it goes beyond Pride Night 
makes such a difference, Cothren said, and putting their names behind it 
is the biggest impact they can have as athletes. 

“Sport is such a tool for social change,” Cothren said. “If athletes take 
these causes and really become spokespeople for them, it changes so 
many lives, and it honestly saves so many lives. And I can’t imagine what 
it would have done for my mental health growing up to have one of these 
games.” 

As a player on a Snider hockey team, which emphasizes inclusivity, Ries 
has not had to deal with negative reactions from her teammates. But she 
can see how intimidating it would be for others who don’t have the 
support network she does, so Laughton and van Riemsdyk’s actions 
have meant a lot to her. 

“I think it’s super cool because I think a lot of people who play sports 
have a really hard time with their sexuality or anything like that,” Ries 
said. “So it’s really cool to be able to show people that are OK with it and 
that they’re accepted and that there’s nothing wrong or different about it.” 

Ries will be attending the game with three women who have had a big 
impact on her life — her mother Jaclynn Trakalo, aunt Brittany Adams, 
and grandmother Joan Ries. Although she will miss out on seeing her 
favorite player, Sean Couturier, she’s excited to get to watch from the 
penalty box area, and she hopes that she and the others hosted by van 
Riemsdyk and Laughton will be able to make a difference. 

“I just hope people realize there’s nothing wrong with who you are,” Ries 
said. 
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1236130 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

In the final year of his contract, the Flyers’ Justin Braun isn’t focused on 
the trade deadline: ‘That’s everyday life in the NHL’ 

 

Olivia Reiner 

5-6 minutes 

 

With the NHL trade deadline just a month away, the Flyers’ lack of 
success this season makes them poised to be sellers by March 21. While 
most of the Flyers’ trade deadline attention across the league has been 
focused on the future of captain Claude Giroux, players like 35-year-old 
defenseman Justin Braun, who also is in the final year of his contract, 
could be moved over the next few weeks, too. 

A 12-year veteran, Braun is well aware of his uncertain future, but he’s 
choosing to focus on his day-to-day efforts in helping the Flyers find their 
first win post-All-Star break. 

“That’s everyday life in the NHL,” he said. “You never know when you’re 
going to get moved if you don’t have a no-move, no-trade, or whatever. 
So you just have to keep working every day. Try to help your team win. 
That’s the goal every time I go out there.” 

While defenseman Ryan Ellis, an offseason trade acquisition, has been 
out with a lower-body injury for all but four games Braun has stepped up 
from the third defensive pairing to play on the top pairing with Ivan 
Provorov. He is averaging 20 minutes of ice time, which is his most since 
joining the Flyers in the 2019-20 season. 

Braun last averaged more than 20 minutes in 2018-19 with San Jose 
Sharks, his last of nine seasons with the Sharks. 

“It’s nice to be back playing those kind of minutes,” he said. “But if you’re 
not winning, it’s not really ideal, either. So you know, you kind of hope to 
be doing those top minutes on a winning team. Unfortunately, we haven’t 
been there yet.” 

Braun is primarily known for being defensive-minded, but he’s 
contributed to the offense this season (13 points) and, with four even-
strength goals, is tied for the lead among Flyers defensemen with 
Provorov and Travis Sanheim. Although the team has fallen out of playoff 
contention, Braun views his time in Philadelphia to this point positively. 

“Obviously, we had a really good group and really enjoyed the 
experience here,” he said. “The COVID stuff and everything, it’s kind of 
been hampered a little bit. But I have really enjoyed my experience here.” 

Seeler slots in on third defensive pairing 

With defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen returning to action on Monday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes after missing the last three games while 
on injured reserve (upper body), Kevin Connauton will come out of the 
lineup. Nick Seeler will move off the second defensive pairing to reunite 
Ristolainen with Sanheim and assume a spot on the third pairing 
alongside Keith Yandle. 

Interim coach Mike Yeo said he would make a decision on who would 
stay in the lineup on the third pairing based on past performance. Since 
the All-Star break, Seeler has registered a goal, two assists, seven 
blocks, and has a plus-1 rating. Above all else, Yeo has been impressed 
with Seeler’s competitive level. 

“He’s got skating ability to defend, to defend the rush, to defend quickly in 
D-zone coverage,” Yeo said. “But really, it’s his overall competitiveness. 
Even last game, great shot block. Really put the body on the line. He’s 
got a defense-first mindset, so that’s why he’s been having success.” 

Laczynski returns to action with Phantoms 

After rehabbing from surgery to his left hip in September, forward Tanner 
Laczynski rejoined the AHL Phantoms on Saturday and played in their 3-
2 shootout loss to the Utica Comets. Laczynski generated scoring 
chances, finished with a plus-1 rating, and was the Phantoms’ skater of 
choice in the first round of the shootout. 

“I heard he played a real strong game,” Yeo said. “But I don’t think it’s 
going to take him one or two games to get going here. It’s a good sign, 
it’s a good step, and hopefully he can keep playing here because he 
could be a real good player for our organization.” 
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Laczynski, 24, has faced an uphill battle with injuries throughout his pro 
career. In April, he had surgery on a torn labrum in his right hip. Last 
season in training camp, he was recovering from core muscle surgery. 

In his first pro season last year, Laczynski played five games for the 
Flyers and 14 games for the Phantoms (six goals, four assists). 

“He’s got a strong identity as a player, as far as being a heavy guy,” Yeo 
said. “Real good penalty killer. Faceoffs. He’s got a good, heavy shot. A 
lot of the things that we were hoping that he could bring, obviously we’ve 
missed him this year.” 

Breakaways 

Goalie Carter Hart (2.96 goals-against average, .910 save percentage) 
will start against the Hurricanes on Monday. ... After rehabbing an MCL 
sprain that kept him sidelined for 13 games, forward Patrick Brown will 
return to action against the Hurricanes. ... Injured players Kevin Hayes 
(adductor), Joel Farabee (shoulder), and Derick Brassard (hip) all 
participated in practice Sunday while wearing no-contact jerseys. 
Forward Wade Allison (MCL) made an appearance at the end of practice 
and performed drills with skills coach Angelo Ricci. 
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In a disappointing Flyers’ season, Scott Laughton seizes opportunity and 
emerges as a leader 

 

Olivia Reiner 

6-7 minutes 

 

As the Flyers approached the halfway mark of Thursday night’s game 
against the Washington Capitals down by a goal, defenseman Dmitry 
Orlov shoved captain Claude Giroux from behind into the end boards. 
Giroux tumbled to the ice, hoisted himself up slowly, and gingerly skated 
to the bench as the Wells Fargo Center crowd cried for a penalty. 

The referee never blew the whistle, but that kind of behavior from Orlov 
didn’t fly with center Scott Laughton. 

Laughton hopped off the bench to replace Giroux and made a beeline for 
Orlov, cross-checking him sharply in front of the net. Later during that 
same shift, Laughton showed he wasn’t satisfied with the Capitals’ lack of 
punishment from the officials. As defenseman Michal Kempny sought to 
settle a puck in the corner behind the Capitals’ net, Laughton flew after 
Kempny and delivered a heavy hit on him. 

» READ MORE: Flyers roundtable: Claude Giroux’s legacy, players to 
move at the trade deadline and more 

Defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk wasn’t pleased with Laughton, and 
the two dropped the gloves to the tune of stick taps along the boards 
from both benches. (Flyers winger James van Riemsdyk, Trevor’s 
brother, got a kick out of the altercation. “I was laughing about that once 
it happened,” van Riemsdyk he said. “I looked over at who was involved. 
My best friend on my team and my brother.”) 

While fighting and enforcing aren’t necessarily hallmarks of Laughton’s 
game, his stepping up for his teammates has been a constant for the 
Flyers all season. With centers and alternate captains Sean Couturier 
and Kevin Hayes out because of injury, Laughton earned the opportunity 
to wear the A on his jersey. He has worn it well over the past few weeks 
by displaying leadership on the ice and on the bench. 

“He’s definitely someone I’ve respected the way that he goes about his 
business and tries to prepare himself to be a good player in how much he 
cares and how much he wants to be a good player,” van Riemsdyk said. 

“So I think he’s always kind of had that since I’ve been here. So it’s 
funny, now, obviously now he’s getting the recognition, getting the 
chance to wear a letter, which is a big deal.” 

Since he entered the league during the 2012-13 season, Laughton has 
bounced around the lineup, spending time primarily on the third and 
fourth lines. Last season, Laughton was elevated to the second line at 
left wing and stood out with his consistent play. In 21 games last season, 
roughly half of the schedule abbreviated by COVID-19, Laughton had 15 
points and a team-high plus-9 rating. 

Right before the trade deadline last season, Laughton signed a five-year, 
$3 million average annual value contract extension with the Flyers. He 
started the season at third-line center, but a barrage of injuries up the 
middle to Couturier, Hayes, Patrick Brown, Derick Brassard, and Nate 
Thompson forced Laughton to slide up to the second line. Now, in his last 
13 games, Laughton registered four goals and eight assists, most 
recently alongside van Riemsdyk and Travis Konecny. 

Increased responsibility at five-on-five, on the second power-play unit, 
and on the penalty kill comes with increased ice time. This season, 
Laughton has averaged a career-high 16 minutes, 25 seconds of ice time 
through 46 games played. Dating back to Dec. 8, when he moved up to 
the second line for the first time this year, Laughton has averaged 17:11 
of ice time. 

Additionally, Laughton is having the second most productive season of 
his career in the midst of a disastrous year for the 15-25-9 Flyers. This 
season, Laughton is averaging .50 points per game (23 points total), 
which is second behind his 2019-20 season, when he averaged .55 
points per game (27 points in 49 games played). 

“He’s a guy that’s doing things the right way shift after shift,” interim head 
coach Mike Yeo said. “He’s doing things the right way in the D-zone, and 
by doing that, it’s what we’re talking about, it allows you to get to your 
game. It allows him to generate that speed and get on the attack and 
create offense.” 

Laughton put together one of his best performances of the season 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday, finishing the game with a 
goal, an assist, and a season-high plus-3 rating. Yeo singled out 
Laughton’s actions on defenseman Justin Braun’s late-second-period 
goal as a positive. Had Laughton never crashed the net with speed with 
the puck on his stick and taken the initial shot, Braun wouldn’t have had 
the chance to put the shot on net later in the sequence. 

Yeo pointed to Laughton’s speed for a second time on his rebound goal 
against the Detroit Red Wings last Saturday. Off the rush, Konecny fired 
a wrist shot on goal from above the right face-off circle. The puck 
squirted past goalie Thomas Greiss and hit the post. Laughton drove to 
the net, knocking in the rebound to cut the Flyers’ deficit to one goal. 

This season, Laughton has blended physicality and fearlessness into his 
productive play. He’s third on the team in hits with 100, trailing fourth-line 
winger Zack MacEwen by one and hard-nosed defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen by 46. He’s tied for sixth on the team with 34 blocked shots. 
A fixture on the Flyers’ penalty kill, Laughton has displayed a keen sense 
of when to jump on a scoring opportunity and ranks second on the team 
with two shorthanded goals. 

Whether he’s being vocal on the bench of giving his best effort on the ice, 
especially when the Flyers are at their lowest, Laughton is showing he’s 
cut out to be a leader. 

“Always try and be vocal and bring energy,” Laughton said of his 
leadership style. “I think that’s all you can really do is bring energy every 
night and try and play the same way and be consistent.” 
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Flyers are out of playoff hopes, but Mike Yeo hopes they aren’t down 

 

By ROB PARENT | PUBLISHED: February 21, 2022 at 3:22 a.m. | 
UPDATED: February 21, 2022 at 4:33 a.m. 

 

Two more blown leads, two more losses. That they came at the hands of 
the daunting Pittsburgh Penguins and Washington Capitals last week, 
well, that’s not really supposed to matter. 

“It’s easy to be down and feel sorry for yourself,” Flyers still-interim head 
coach Mike Yeo said Sunday. “You can look at who we have out of the 
lineup and point to that as the reason why we’ve lost these games. But 
we’ve lost these games by things that we’ve done, not by anything else. 
It’s not about the other team. 

“That’s the mindset that winning teams have, that you’re the (team) that’s 
in control. It’s bearing down, making sure you’re making the right play … 
that can be the difference in the game in the first period, that can be the 
difference in the game on the last shift.” 

Besides, Yeo could have said, the two games previous to those 
Pittsburgh and Washington disappointments were also losses … both at 
the hands of the so-so Detroit Red Wings. 

Overall, it’s a four-game losing streak for the Flyers heading into 
Monday’s daunting day game against the visiting Carolina Hurricanes, 
who through 49 games sit at the top of the Metropolitan Division with 72 
points … a mere 33 points more than the tied-for-last Flyers. 

This is a sad South Philly club that’s getting defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen and checking center Patrick Brown back for this President’s 
Day matinee (3 o’clock start) against the ‘Canes, which only means 
they’ll have one or two less minor league players in the lineup than usual. 

Injuries, at one point or another, took out the Flyers’ four regular centers, 
including Sean Couturier, one of the best in the business in the middle. 
But Yeo, hired and fired and re-hired and … well, he’s been here before, 
and he at least knows what to say. 

“The bottom line is, we need everybody night after night to come to the 
rink and be ready to go,” Yeo did say. “At the end of the night if you’re 
proud of your individual effort and what you contribute to the team, the 
commitment that you had to the group, then you’ve done your job. That’s 
all we can do. Every single one of us, we have to have the right attitude, 
the right commitment to the group. You build the right culture doing that. 

“I do think that the fact that we’ve got a lot of guys out makes it 
challenging to win hockey games,” Yeo added. “But at the same time I 
think it’s an opportunity to grow and build the right culture. It’s forcing us 
to play almost perfect right now, which is obviously real difficult. But at 
the same time if we keep doing that and we get players back, then we’re 
going to be a real tough team to play against. 

“There’s no hiding any of our problems right now. We’ve got to fix them. 
And if we fix them and get everybody back, and we do so consistently, 
we’re going to be real tough to play against.” 

Right. Rah. 

Except that the Flyers aren’t getting everybody back. Couturier, one of 
the two most important of Flyers forwards, had season-ending back 
surgery. Ryan Ellis, a supposed No. 2 Flyers defenseman who has 
played all of four games for the club – none since Nov. 13 – is likely done 
for the year, too. 

Kevin Hayes remains a question mark, back practicing, though his pace 
of recovery from a procedure to drain fluid from his core muscle area 
slower than anticipated. 

Oh, and then there’s Claude Giroux … who is healthy and enjoying an 
impressive season at age 34. He’s also likely to go by the trade deadline, 
presuming he signs off on a chance to compete for a Cup elsewhere 

rather than oversee what appears to be years of rebuilding in 
Philadelphia. 

Also likely to move on is veteran defender Justin Braun, and maybe his 
blue line teammate Ristolainen. Both are pending unrestricted free 
agents. The Flyers would like to hold onto Ristolainen, but … really, 
there’s only so much leverage a last-place team with questionable 
prospect depth can offer. 

As for Braun, he’s 35. It’s not a surprise he wouldn’t mind moving on. 

“That’s every-day life in the NHL,” Braun said. “You never know when 
you’re going to get moved, if you don’t have a no-move or no-trade 
(clause) or whatever. You just have to keep working every day to help 
your team win. That’s a goal every time I go out there.” 
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Flyers place a center on waivers; two pieces set for return to lineup 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Connor Bunnaman had teammates celebrating 
around him at the end of practice Friday. 

Will it be the last time with his teammates? 

The question is legitimate because the 23-year-old center was placed on 
waivers Friday afternoon. Bunnaman is no longer exempt from waivers, 
so in order for the Flyers to loan him to AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley, he 
must go unclaimed Saturday at 2 p.m. ET. 

The Flyers needed roster space with Rasmus Ristolainen and Patrick 
Brown set to come off injured reserve for the club's next game Monday at 
home against the Hurricanes (3 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

To finish practice Friday, the Flyers held a shootout competition in which 
Bunnaman won and enjoyed it with his teammates. A little over a half 
hour later, he was placed on waivers. 

One of Connor Bunnamanâ ™s successful shootout attempts in practice 
Friday. pic.twitter.com/w2U0rGHc83— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) 
February 18, 2022 

Bunnaman, a 2016 fourth-round pick, has played 15 games for the Flyers 
this season. He has gone scoreless with a minus-7 rating and 53.3 
faceoff win percentage. 

As a hard-working, under-the-radar prospect with the ability to play 
center or winger, Bunnaman won a role in the Flyers' 2019-20 season-
opening lineup. He gained valuable experience down the stretch of that 
season before the trade deadline, when the Flyers acquired Derek Grant 
and Nate Thompson. Prior to those moves, Bunnaman had become the 
club's fourth-line center. He was a plus-7 in 21 regular-season games 
and then played four games in the playoffs. 

Bunnaman is in the first year of a two-year, $1.5 million contract 
($750,000 annual cap hit) that he signed last summer. The deal is a two-
way contract this season and a one-way contract next season. 

There's a good chance Bunnaman will go unclaimed just considering that 
for a club to claim him, he must stay on its NHL roster. If a club does 
claim Bunnaman and wants to loan him to the AHL, he must go through 
waivers again. 

Update: Bunnaman clears waivers, loaned to Phantoms 

Ristolainen (upper body) and Brown (MCL sprain) are on track to return 
to the Flyers' lineup Monday. Both players practiced Friday. Ristolainen 
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was back on his usual defensive pair with Travis Sanheim, while Brown 
was on the Flyers' fourth line. Both said they're aiming to be back 
Monday. 

"Without rushing into anything too much, it was a really good practice 
today. Both guys got involved in the battle drills," Flyers interim head 
coach Mike Yeo said. "Tomorrow's a scheduled day off for the group, 
we'll have that, then we'll have another practice and we'll make the 
decision after that. Great to have them out there." 

The Flyers traded for Ristolainen during the summer. The Finnish 
blueliner is on the final year of a six-year, $32.4 million contract. 

"The goal when we traded for him was to keep him," Flyers general 
manager Chuck Fletcher said Jan. 26. "And obviously he's a pending 
UFA, he will control a lot of that discussion and we'll work with his 
representation to see what makes sense." 

With the Flyers sitting at a disappointing 15-25-9, Ristolainen's name will 
likely surface in trade rumors ahead of the March 21 deadline just given 
the 27-year-old can test the unrestricted free-agent market in the 
offseason. 

"I've been in the rumors for the last three, four years, so you kind of get 
used to it," Ristolainen said with a smile Friday. "Those are things you 
can't control, so I haven't thought about it for a minute. 

"I just have enough things to worry about in my personal life, so that 
keeps me busy." 

The Flyers claimed Brown off of waivers in October ahead of their 
regular-season opener. The 29-year-old has been limited to 20 games 
because of the MCL sprain, a dislocated thumb and COVID-19. 

"Philly gave me an opportunity to play in the league I want to play in and 
that's been awesome," Brown said Friday. "But I've got to stay healthy so 
that I can contribute for the team." 

Brown said it was about four or five days ago when he felt he turned a 
corner with his knee issue. 

"It's kind of one of those injuries where you get little tweaks and it kind of 
yanks at it if you do certain motions with the ankle-bending," Brown said. 
"About four or five days ago, I started getting fewer and fewer. Then 
today, I only had one on the ice. I'm feeling more confident on it. I think 
one more practice will be great and I should be ready to go." 

Kevin Hayes (abdominal) and Joel Farabee (upper body) also practiced. 
Neither are set to return yet. Yeo touched on Hayes' status after morning 
skate Thursday. Following Friday's practice, Yeo said Farabee is "getting 
close" and hasn't been ruled out for the Flyers' game next Saturday 
against the Capitals (12:30 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Farabee still needs to be cleared for a full contact practice. 

Ryan Ellis (upper body) had a very light skate Friday. 

"Basically not supervised," Yeo said. "Just kind of coasting around out 
there, but just to touch the ice." 

The Flyers' focus for Ellis remains next season. The top-pair defenseman 
has played four games this season. 

"What's ailing him this year hasn't ailed him before, so it's hard to know 
how these things happen," Fletcher said a week ago. "He's dealing with it 
the best he can. At this point, really, our focus is on next year and trying 
to do what's best for him and for our club going forward." 
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J-F Berube leads Blue Jackets to 7-3 win over Sabres in first start since 
2018 

 

Bailey Johnson, The Columbus Dispatch, 2/20/2022 

 

J-F Berube's son wasn't born the last time his dad played in the NHL. 

Sunday night at Nationwide Arena, 19-month-old Cayden Berube 
watched his dad earn his first NHL win since April 4, 2018, in his first 
NHL start since April 6, 2018. 

After finding out Saturday evening he was going get the nod between the 
pipes with both Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo dealing with lower-
body injuries, Berube had just about 24 hours to prepare for a moment 
that was 1,416 days in the making. Prior to Sunday's game against the 
Buffalo Sabres, Berube was insistent that it was just another game. But 
as he reflected on his 33-save performance that helped the Blue Jackets 
to a 7-3 win, the emotions began to sink in for the 30-year-old goalie. 

"It was pretty amazing to see my son in warmup looking at me," Berube 
said. "It was maybe his second or third live game. I could see his eyes 
full of stars and I can see myself in him, too. It was pretty cool to share 
this moment with him and my wife. ... That's why I play hockey, to be 
here." 

Berube saw only two shots through the first 10 minutes of the game, but 
when the Sabres found their legs and began to push, he was ready. In 
the second period, his save on a two-on-one rush preserved a 4-2 lead 
for the Jackets at a moment in the game where the momentum could've 
flipped in favor of the Sabres. 

In the final 20 minutes, Berube stopped all 18 shots he faced to seal the 
win. 

"I’ve been through some tough times," Berube said. "I always kept my 
eyes where I wanted to be. That just pushed me. I feel fortunate to have 
had good coaches, good teammates that pushed me every day. I owe a 
lot to the people that supported me all those years and kept pushing me." 

With the win, the Jackets (25-23-1) have now won seven of their last nine 
games and have scored seven goals in back-to-back games for the first 
time in franchise history. Defenseman Dean Kukan opened the scoring at 
4:47 of the first period with the first of his two goals, and was joined by 
Boone Jenner, Zach Werenski, Brendan Gaunce, Gustav Nyquist and 
Justin Danforth as the goal scorers for Columbus.  

Brad Larsen pleased with Blue Jackets' energetic start 

Larsen cut Saturday's practice short when he recognized his team's 
energy level was rapidly waning. After a five-game, 11-day road trip, a 
day off on Friday wasn't quite enough to have them raring to go on 
Saturday, and Larsen knew that if he was still feeling the effects of the 
trip, his players were as well.  

But with the shorter practice Saturday and no pregame skate Sunday, 
Larsen didn't know what to expect when the Jackets hit the ice Sunday 
evening.  

He needn't have worried. In the first 10 minutes of the game, Columbus 
scored a goal and outshot the Sabres 18-2, with shot attempts even 
further in the favor of the Jackets. 

"I really was terrified about our energy, because yesterday in practice, I 
could see it," Larsen said. "... I knew we were gonna have a good crowd, 
and they usually feed off that. But I liked our legs. We were throwing 
pucks. Very simple, which I think brought us into the game and got us 
energized there early. That was important for us." 

The energy level didn't slip, even when the Sabres found their legs later 
in the period and tied things up. When Buffalo made it 2-1, Columbus 
trailed for just 11 seconds before Jenner scored the equalizer. Kukan 
made it 3-2 early in the second period, and the Sabres didn't get closer 
than that the rest of the way.  

Dean Kukan notches first three-point game 
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Entering Sunday's game, Kukan had scored three goals in his 128-game 
NHL career, including one in 16 games this season. In just the first 24 
minutes against Buffalo, Kukan had already tripled his goal total for the 
year.  

His first goal game less than five minutes into the first period, as he 
finished a rebound created by a flurry of chances from Sean Kuraly and 
Yegor Chinakhov. From there, his confidence with the puck visibly grew. 

Early in the second period, Kukan fired a wrist shot from the point that 
flew through traffic and into the upper corner of the net behind Buffalo 
goaltender Craig Anderson. Those kind of shots almost always get 
deflected by an errant stick or leg on the way to the net, but Kukan's shot 
found twine all on its own. 

With an assist on Gaunce's goal late in the second period, Kukan 
finished with three points — his first career three-point game, as well as 
his first two-goal game — in just under 17 minutes on ice. 

"It was a really fun game," Kukan said. "It’s not every night I score two 
goals, or even score, so I think it was a really fun game. Also got a good 
win in, so it was a fun night for all of us." 

Kukan admitted he was thinking about the hat trick on a rush chance 
midway through the third period that was stopped by Anderson. In the 
final minutes, with the Sabres' net empty, Larsen left Kukan's usage up to 
assistant coach Steve McCarthy. But Kukan didn't take a shift in the final 
2:07, robbing him of a chance at the empty-netter to complete the hat 
trick. 

"I had one chance there when I rushed up on the left side, but I’m fine 
with two," Kukan said. "That’s OK for me." 

Blue Jackets receive scoring outburst from depth players 

Of the seven goals the Jackets scored, four of them came from players 
on the fourth line or third defensive pairing. Kukan's aforementioned two 
goals accounted for half of those, and a goal each from fourth-line 
wingers Gaunce and Danforth pushed the game firmly out of reach for 
the Sabres — especially Danforth's tally with just three seconds left. 

Gaunce also tallied two assists for the third three-point game of his 
career. 

With Patrik Laine on a nine-game point streak, with 10 goals and eight 
assists in that span, Larsen has spoken of how seeing Laine's success 
breeds offensive confidence throughout the lineup. Sunday's 
performance proved that. 

"If I had the formula, we’d do it all the time," Larsen said. "You never 
know. Kuks gets a couple there and Gaunce gets three points. Whenever 
you get contributions throughout your lineup, it’s huge. It helps 
everybody. It’s infectious. It gives everybody energy and juice. It was a 
good night for that tonight for sure." 

Blue Jackets' goaltending situation remains unsettled 

Berube got the start Sunday because of a lower-body injury Merzlikins 
suffered Saturday in practice, which came after Korpisalo also picked up 
a minor lower-body injury. Larsen said after the game that both 
Merzlikins and Korpisalo are day-to-day and didn't have an update on 
when either may be able to return. 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 02.21.2022 

1236082 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets juggling another goaltending shortage amid spate of injuries 

 

Brian Hedger,The Columbus Dispatch 2/20/2022 

 

Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo are day-to-day, clearing the way 
for Jean-Francois Berube to make his first NHL start in 1,416 days. 
Rookie Jet Greaves given NHL deal to handle backup role. 

Losing your starting goalie is never good, especially when the backup is 
already out.  

It’s a rare scenario, but the Blue Jackets have now dealt with it twice this 
season. Elvis Merzlikins, the top netminder, has been ruled out against 
the Buffalo Sabres on Sunday with a lower-body injury and backup 
Joonas Korpisalo (lower body) was set to miss his second straight game 
with his own issue.  

Both are listed as “day-to-day,” and neither can back up AHL journeyman 
Jean-Francois Berube, who got the nod after being recalled Wednesday 
in Chicago as an emergency replacement for Korpisalo.  

“It’s been a long time since I was back in the NHL,” Berube noted after 
the Jackets’ morning meeting Sunday. “Obviously, I’m more than ready 
for this opportunity and I’ll make the best of it.” 

Indeed, Berube, 30, hasn’t played in the NHL since April 6, 2018 with the 
Chicago Blackhawks, a four-year span covering 1,416 days. He spent 
one previous season (18-19) with the Blue Jackets’ organization but 
didn't log NHL time in net.  

Berube then played for the AHL’s Lehigh Valley Phantoms, Hartford Wolf 
Pack and Ontario Reign before returning to the Blue Jackets this season 
with a professional tryout offer in training camp. He earned a one-year, 
two-way deal with a solid showing in the preseason and has played 17 
games for the Monsters at the AHL level.  

His opportunity to start would’ve gone to Daniil Tarasov, who made his 
NHL debut Dec. 2 in Dallas under similar circumstances, but the Russian 
rookie is out indefinitely with a lower-body injury. That means the Blue 
Jackets are playing Buffalo without their starter, backup and backup-to-
the-backup, which is less than ideal for a team looking to build on a 4-1-0 
road trip.  

Berube’s numbers for the Monsters this year are less than impressive — 
a bloated 3.37 goals-against average and .891 save percentage — but 
should be considered in the context of Cleveland's struggles as a team. 

“At the end of the day, I’m always preparing to be back here,” Berube 
said. “Whether I’m in the AHL or whatever, I know I’m always just a call 
away from being back here. My preparation has been the same. It’s just 
another hockey game for me. I’m definitely excited for this moment … it’s 
been a lot of hard work.”  

As for Berube’s backup, the Jackets announced that Monsters rookie Jet 
Greaves, 20, signed a three-year NHL entry-level contract and would join 
the team in Columbus for the game. 

Jet Greaves adds goaltending depth for Blue Jackets  

Greaves signed an AHL deal with the Monsters in July as an undrafted 
free agent out of the Ontario Hockey League. 

He was solid during NHL training camp in Columbus and has split the 
season between the Monsters and ECHL’s Kalamazoo Wings. The 
Jackets’ decision to sign Greaves, rather than recalling journeyman Cam 
Johnson, says a lot about both goalies.   

Greaves, who's undersized at 6-foot, 170 pounds, is now officially a Blue 
Jackets prospect. Johnson, 27, remains in the team’s doghouse for not 
meeting the team’s standards for physical conditioning in September. He 
was sent away from camp after the first day because of it. 

Johnson’s NHL deal runs out after this season, and it’s now clear the 
Blue Jackets have no designs on recalling him, unless another injury 
forces that decision. 

Johnson excelled with the ECHL’s Florida Everblades starting out, going 
8-3-2 with a 1.85 GAA and .923 save percentage, but is 1-3-1 with a 2.88 
GAA and .877 save percentage with Cleveland. Greaves went 10-5-0 
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with a 3.05 GAA and .907 save percentage in Kalamazoo, but is 4-6-0 
with a 3.10 GAA and .898 save percentage for the Monsters.  

The Monsters signed ECHL goalie Chris Nell to a PTO on Sunday to fill 
out their roster with Johnson.  

Blue Jackets forward Justin Danforth returns from knee injury  

It took longer than expected, but first-year forward Justin Danforth has 
returned to the Blue Jackets’ lineup. Danforth was activated off injured 
reserve Saturday and will play Sunday against the Sabres, prompting 
rookie Trey Fix-Wolansky's reassignment to Cleveland.  

Danforth, 28, missed seven-plus weeks with a sprained MCL in his left 
knee, which occurred Dec. 30 against the Nashville Predators. He’d 
worked his way into a semi-regular spot in the Blue Jackets’ lineup prior 
to the injury, skating on either the third or fourth lines as a fast, hard-
nosed forechecker.  

“It feels great,” said Danforth, who chipped in two goals and two assists 
in 13 games before the injury. “It’s tough when you get injured, and 
seven weeks is a long time not to have a game. I’m looking forward to 
(playing again).” 
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J-F Berube gets sweet taste of NHL victory as Blue Jackets roll: 5 
observations 

 

Aaron Portzline 2/21/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 7-3 win 
over the Buffalo Sabres on Sunday in Nationwide Arena: 

1. Protostars 

How wild was the Blue Jackets’ win Sunday? The three stars were 
defenseman Dean Kukan, who has been in and out of the lineup all 
season, goaltender Jean-Francois Berube, who has spent most of the 
past four years in the AHL, and Brendan Gaunce, who was recalled from 
AHL Cleveland two weeks ago to fill a fourth-line role. 

Yes, the Blue Jackets’ top players (Patrik Laine, Boone Jenner, Zach 
Werenski, etc.) continue to sizzle, but a sellout crowd Sunday was 
treated to an offensive explosion that came from all points of the lineup. 

Between Sunday’s win and Thursday’s 7-4 victory in Chicago, the Blue 
Jackets have scored seven goals in back-to-back games for the first time 
in the 22-season history of the organization. 

“It’s bleeding into the rest of the guys,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen 
said. “It wasn’t a perfect game, but guys are getting on a roll and they 
want to jump on board there. We put up a lot of goals here again tonight, 
so it’s good for our group.” 

The Blue Jackets have won five of their past six and seven of their past 
nine games, a surge that has pushed them two games over .500 (25-23-
1). 

Kukan had two goals and an assist, his first two-goal and three-point 
game in the NHL. Berube, making his first start since April 2018, stopped 
33 of 36 shots for the win. Gaunce had one goal and two assists, 
including a hardworking assist on Justin Danforth’s goal in the closing 
seconds when Buffalo was just trying to run out the clock. 

A Kukan Kepi to end the night pic.twitter.com/YoyE6WHOMb 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) February 21, 2022 

The Blue Jackets actually got eight pucks into the Buffalo net, but a Laine 
goal in the second period was taken off the board because a replay 
requested by the Sabres showed Jakub Voracek was offside on the play. 

On some nights, a tough break like that would severely harm the Blue 
Jackets’ chances to win. But it barely registered Sunday. 

“Every line is chipping in,” said Jenner, who had one goal and one assist. 
“We’re doing it the right way by being on the right side of the puck and 
getting our opportunities that way, capitalizing on their mistakes. 

“Our offensive-zone play was good tonight, the way we were moving it 
around.” 

2. Welcome back, Berube 

The Blue Jackets lost Joonas Korpisalo to a lower-body injury during the 
recent trip. They lost Elvis Merzlikins to a lower-body injury during 
practice Saturday. 

With top goaltending prospect Daniil Tarasov out with a lingering hip 
injury, Berube was put in the queue to make his first NHL appearance 
since he played for Chicago in 2017-18. 

“(Goaltending coach) Manny (Legace) sent me a text (Saturday) night, 
early in the evening,” Berube said. “To me, it was just another hockey 
game in that my preparation was the same. I’ve been here before. I don’t 
have a ton of NHL experience, but I have something to rely on. 

“I know when I’m on my game, I can play here. I just wanted to keep 
things simple here tonight and make sure I played my game, not tried to 
do too much.” 

We should note that Berube is one of the universally loved players in the 
game. A very good goaltender, yes, but also a gem of a teammate. It was 
clear the Blue Jackets were playing for him at the net front, and it’s 
quotes like those you’re about to read that explain why. 

Berube has been passed over how many times by younger goaltenders 
on their way to the NHL? He knew the drill when he signed with the Blue 
Jackets, that Tarasov is the goaltender of the future. Sure enough, earlier 
this season, it was Tarasov who got the call. 

But Berube has never given up on the dream. 

“Absolutely not,” he said. “I know there are a lot of roads that lead here, 
and if it wasn’t for me, it was for my teammate, the other goalie with me 
(in the AHL). He’s trying to accomplish his dream, too. 

“I’ve been with a lot of good young goalies, and that’s something that 
pushes me. We push each other. It’s good to see them get their chance. 
If it’s not me, then it’s someone else. That always makes me happy, if I 
can be a part of their success somehow, too.” 

Cayden Berube with a chance to celebrate with his father J-F after dad 
recorded his first #CBJ win in his first start for the team. Berube with 33 
saves in the 7-3 win. pic.twitter.com/N5hG1UIQgy 

— Dave Maetzold (@DMaetzMedia) February 21, 2022 

Berube made a terrific stop on Buffalo’s Tage Thompson off a Sabres 
two-on-one late in the second period to protect a 4-2 lead. 

After the game, after his “second star” lap around the ice, Berube retired 
to the dressing room to soak up the moment with his teammates. It was, 
from start to finish, an incredibly emotional night, he said. 

His 19-month-old son, Cayden, hasn’t been able to attend many games 
because of COVID-19 restrictions. But Berube’s wife and the little guy 
made it to the rink Sunday to see him play in the NHL for the first time as 
a father. 

“It was pretty amazing to see my son in warmups looking at me,” Berube 
said. “It was maybe his second or third live hockey game. I could see his 
eyes full of stars, and I can see myself in him, too. 

“It was pretty cool to share this moment with him and my wife.” 
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3. Kukan’s breakout 

Kukan came into the game with three goals in 128 NHL games. He’s 
adept at transporting the puck but has never been considered an 
offensive defenseman. 

And yet here the Blue Jackets were in the closing minutes Sunday, trying 
to coordinate their defensive pairs so Kukan would be on the ice with 
every possible chance to get his first career hat trick. 

“I left it up to (assistant coach Steve McCarthy),” Larsen said with a 
chuckle. 

“I’m happy for (Kukan). He’s been in and out of our lineup, and we’ve 
challenged him in some areas of his game. But since he’s been back in 
the lineup he’s given us some really good games.” 

Kukan was on the board only 4:47 into the game. Max Domi used some 
nifty stickwork to set up Sean Kuraly in front of Craig Anderson, and so 
began a barrage of shots on the veteran Sabres goaltender. 

Kuraly’s rebound kicked to Yegor Chinakhov and Chinakov’s shot was 
left for Kukan, who buried it under the crossbar. 

KUKS   TRICK WATCH pic.twitter.com/VEj2BwGKy6 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) February 21, 2022 

At 3:28 of the second, Kukan sailed in a shot from the top of the key. 
Anderson appeared to be screened on the shot, as he barely moved 
before the puck rattled into the upper-right corner of the net. 

Kukan had one prime chance for his hat trick. But at 6:22 of the third 
period, his shot coming through the left circle was steered away by 
Anderson. The Jackets’ empty-net goal was scored by Gustav Nyquist. 

This was the first game of Kukan’s NHL career in which he’s been named 
the first star. 

“It was a fun game,” Kukan said. “It’s not every night I score two goals or 
even score, so it was a real fun game and also we got a win. So it was a 
good night for all of us. 

“I had one chance (for the hat trick), but I’m fine with two (goals). That’s 
OK for me.” 

4. Laine still rolling 

At 4:24 of the second period, Laine sent a wrister rocketing in from the 
left circle that would have been his 17th goal of the season and his fourth 
in two games. But video review showed Voracek was in a few inches 
ahead of the puck carrier, Werenski. 

The goal didn’t count, and four seconds were added to the clock, but 
Laine still had a big night. 

With two assists, he has extended his points streak to nine points, 
totaling 10-8-18 in that span. That’s tied for the fifth-longest point streak 
in franchise history. (Ryan Johansen owns the club record of 13 straight 
games, set in 2014-15.) 

Laine also assisted on Gaunce’s goal at 17:43 of the second, had three 
hits and four shots on goal and drew a penalty. 

5. Snacks 

Jenner’s goal late in the first period was No. 21 of the season and No. 
142 of his career, tying him with Nick Foligno for third on the Blue 
Jackets franchise list. Only Rick Nash (289) and Cam Atkinson (213) 
have scored more. … Domi’s assist on Kukan’s first goal was the 200th 
assist and 299th point of his NHL career. … Jenner on Berube’s win: 
“We’re pumped for him. He deserves it. Works so hard every day, and 
whenever he comes up here he’s putting that work in, has that smile on 
his face.” … With three goaltenders injured, the Blue Jackets scrambled 
to find a backup for Berube. They could have simply recalled Cam 
Johnson from AHL Cleveland, but instead they signed Jet Greaves to a 
three-year entry-level contract. Greaves had been playing in the AHL and 

ECHL under a minor-league contract. … Forward Justin Danforth 
returned to the lineup after missing 19 games with a knee injury. He was 
noticeable all night, and he scored with under four seconds remaining 
after Gaunce won a puck battle and fed him at the net front. … Former 
heavyweight boxing champ Buster Douglas was in the house, always a 
good omen. … The Blue Jackets will practice at noon Monday. 
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Blue Jackets Sunday Gathering: Jarmo Kekalainen explains the 'reset,' 
Patrik Laine likes Cbus 

 

Aaron Portzline 2/20/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A collection of notes, insights, ruminations and did-
you-knows gathered throughout the week that was for the Blue Jackets: 

Item No. 1: Defining the ‘reset’ 

For the first time since the Blue Jackets began a massive transformation 
of their roster about a year ago, Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen shed some light on why he’s calling this a “reset” instead of a 
“rebuild.” 

This wasn’t semantics. “We called it a ‘reset’ for a reason,” Kekalainen 
said. 

The Blue Jackets are a long shot for the playoffs — they’re 11 points 
behind eighth-place Boston in the Eastern Conference — but they’ve 
been one of the NHL’s surprises, hovering around .500 (24-23-1) into the 
stretch drive of the season. 

For some Blue Jackets fans, this is a mixed bag. The wins have been 
enjoyable in the short term, sure, but the Blue Jackets, once again, are 
“winning” just enough to ruin their first-round draft pick in next summer’s 
NHL Draft. 

The Jackets own two first-round picks in July: their own and Chicago’s 
following the Seth Jones trade last summer. But as of Sunday, barring 
lottery help, those picks would be No. 9 and No. 11 — not typically in the 
top reaches of the draft, where the future superstar players are mined. 

Kekalainen said it was never the plan to “bottom out” this season or 
beyond. And if you want to see a Finn’s blood boil, mention tanking. 

“We felt that by unloading last year (at the trade deadline) and getting the 
next two drafts (2021, 2022) set up, along with some already really good, 
young core players, that we could turn it around quicker than the rebuilds 
that sometimes take years,” Kekalainen said. “That’s especially true if 
you let the losing culture creep in. There are a lot of examples around the 
league where it takes years and years and years because all of a sudden 
you’ve gotten used to losing, and that’s hard to get out of your system.” 

Kekalainen didn’t name any examples, but he didn’t need to. Buffalo and 
Edmonton have had trouble building winning cultures after tearing down 
their organizations and rebuilding around elite young players in the draft. 

The Blue Jackets aren’t going that far down, Kekalainen said. Last 
summer, the Jackets signed defenseman Zach Werenski (six years, 
$57.5 million) and forward Boone Jenner (four years, $15 million) to 
massive extensions and added respected veteran center Sean Kuraly via 
free agency. 

The goal was to maintain a culture in Columbus, to surround the young 
players they bring into the organization — like Cole Sillinger and Yegor 
Chinakhov this year and Kent Johnson, Kirill Marchenko and others in 
the future — with an existing infrastructure of players who know how to 
play and win in the NHL. 
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“That’s exactly right,” Kekalainen said. “If you trade a guy like Zach 
Werenski, all you’re doing is adding a pick that you hope to use on the 
next Zach Werenski. He’s still young. He’s a core piece for us. He does 
things the right way. Let’s keep him. Same with Boone. 

“Now, if you have nothing left (on your roster), then OK. But I think we 
had enough left where we had enough experienced core pieces to bring 
Sillinger, Chinakhov, Johnson, Marchenko, (Dmitri) Voronkov and some 
other guys in over the next few years.” 

The price for “resetting” instead of “rebuilding,” though, is playing your 
way out of landing the generational talents who can help transform an 
entire organization unless you pull off a miracle in the lottery or find a 
gem later in the first round. 

The Blue Jackets have always been too far down the draft board to draft 
the truly elite players, and here they go again. 

“Of course it’d be nice to get one of the top guys, but you’re not 
guaranteed to get them even if you’re the last-place team,” Kekalainen 
said. “It doesn’t always work that way because of the lottery. 

“The Rangers got to No. 1 from the 10th pick (in 2020) in the lottery. 
Even if you take your club all the way down, you’re not guaranteed to get 
it.” 

Kekalainen’s approach to “resetting” the roster could be instructive as the 
Blue Jackets look to the NHL trade deadline, which is March 21. 

Expect Kekalainen to be busy. Forward Max Domi and goaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo are pending unrestricted free agents who are unlikely 
to be back in Columbus, so they’ll likely be traded for draft picks or 
prospects. 

Kekalainen will listen on others, too. Veteran forward Gustav Nyquist 
could help stabilize a playoff club’s top nine, but he has one more season 
remaining on his contract ($5.5 million) with Columbus. 

But don’t expect Kekalainen to gut the roster. The young incoming 
players will need places to play, and it’s Kekalainen’s job to make room 
for them. But he’s not going to simply trade veteran players to the highest 
bidder. 

“There’s been a stretch of games here (a just completed 4-1-0 trip) where 
we’ve shown we can be a ‘reset,'” Kekalainen said. “And we’ve had some 
games (chuckles) where it looks like it might take a little longer than we 
think. 

“I like the way we’re playing right now — together, as a team, playing 
hard. We think we’re on the right track.” 

Item No. 2: Patrik Laine likes Cbus 

Patrik Laine is a restricted free agent this summer, meaning the Blue 
Jackets still have another year to decide whether they want to sign him to 
a long-term contract or trade him before he hits the UFA market in 2023. 

Laine’s recent hot streak — he has 10 goals in his past eight games 
heading into Sunday’s game versus Buffalo — has heightened interest in 
his future with the club, but a long-term contract requires both sides. 

Would he consider signing here long-term? We asked him after 
Saturday’s practice. 

“Of course,” Laine said. “I’ve got nothing bad to say about this place, the 
organization, the city, the players. … 

“I don’t think about (the contract). It’s pretty much up to them. What are 
they thinking? I do what I do on the ice, and the rest is in their hands.” 

The Blue Jackets have seen a flood of top players leave the market in 
recent seasons for various reasons. Artemi Panarin wanted to sign with 
the New York Rangers in 2019 because he always dreamed of playing in 
New York. Jones was traded to Chicago last summer, per his wishes, 
because he wanted to play in a major market. 

Laine has played in Winnipeg and now Columbus but said he’s not 
motivated to play in the NHL’s largest markets or biggest cities. 

“I kind of like everything (about) Columbus,” he said. “It’s big enough but, 
at the same time, small enough. No traffic. It’s such a nice, family-friendly 
city and sports town. I like everything about this place. I’ve enjoyed being 
here. 

“I don’t care (where I play) as long as we’re winning and everybody’s 
having fun. That’s all that matters to me. I’m not a guy who needs to go 
out (on the town) or whatever. I don’t really care about that part.” 

Laine has 16 goals, 15 assists and 31 points in only 29 games this 
season. His offensive production the past few weeks has been his most 
impressive run of play since joining the Blue Jackets in a trade with 
Winnipeg a little more than a year ago. 

This is how he played during his first few seasons in Winnipeg, when he 
was one of the most feared scorers in the NHL. He scored 110 goals in 
his first three seasons with the Jets. 

“Isn’t confidence an amazing thing?” Kekalainen said. 

Laine, 23, believes he’s only now scratching the surface of the player he 
can become. 

“I’ve always felt like I’ve been able to impact games (in a variety of ways), 
except for last season,” he said. “It was an off year for me. I couldn’t do 
much. That’s the way it works sometimes. 

“This year, I’ve gone back to my old days, how I used to play. I feel like 
I’m better than I used to be, but there’s so much more — so much more 
— there. I’m not even close to hitting the ceiling.” 

Laine, who lives in downtown Columbus, said he’s been able to explore 
the city more this season because NHL clubs haven’t been locked down 
in COVID-19 protocols. He’s been spotted at Ohio State football games 
and Columbus Crew games. 

“It’s pretty wild,” Laine said of OSU football games. “You hear about it, 
but when you see it live, it’s pretty crazy.” 

He doesn’t get mobbed in Columbus as he did in Winnipeg, Laine said, 
which is strange because, at 6-foot-5 with radiant blond hair, he stands 
out in a crowd. Maybe more goals will bring more attention. 

“I don’t mind it at all, really, if somebody wants to say hey or take a 
picture,” Laine said. “I like it. I wanna make their day, obviously, if I can.” 

Snacks 

• Word around the rink is that former Blue Jackets president and general 
manager Doug MacLean and former coach Ken Hitchcock will have 
some involvement in Rick Nash’s sweater retirement ceremony early 
next month. MacLean orchestrated the Blue Jackets’ move from the No. 
3 pick to No. 1 at the 2002 draft, allowing them to select Nash. Hitchcock 
was the coach who elevated Nash’s game to new heights and, finally, a 
playoff berth following the 2008-09 season. March 5 versus Boston 
should be a memorable evening at Nationwide Arena. 

• Thursday in Chicago, Werenski played his 381st game in a Blue 
Jackets sweater. That’s the same number of games Jones played for the 
Blue Jackets before he was traded to Chicago last summer. They play 
different games, to be sure, but a comparison is still interesting. Werenski 
has 72 goals, 147 assists and 219 points with a minus-1 rating and 87 
penalty minutes. Jones had 50 goals, 173 assists and 223 points and an 
even rating with 140 penalty minutes. Put another way: Werenski is just 
five points away from becoming the Blue Jackets’ all-time leading point-
getter among defensemen. He already has the record for goals by a 
blueliner. 

• With 20 goals so far this season, center Boone Jenner is quickly 
ascending the Blue Jackets’ franchise charts. With 141 career goals 
heading into Sunday’s game, Jenner is one goal behind Nick Foligno 
(142) for third on the all-time list. Jenner is on pace to score 34 goals. His 
previous career high is 30 in 2015-16. If he scores 30 or more, he’d join 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 21, 2022 

 

just three other players in franchise history to have two or more 30-goal 
seasons. Nash had seven 30-goal seasons, and Cam Atkinson and 
Geoff Sanderson did it twice. 

• Congrats to Finland and former Blue Jackets defenseman Mikko 
Lehtonen on winning Olympic gold late Saturday. The Finns beat Russia 
2-1 to earn the first Olympic gold in the country’s history. Huge moment. 
Laine said he had running bets with the Blue Jackets’ two Russian 
players, Vladislav Gavrikov and Yegor Chinakhov, and was planning to 
stay up to watch at least the start of the game. 

• Kekalainen had been named the assistant general manager for Team 
Finland, but once the NHL pulled out of the Olympics, he gave up the 
title. “When we found out the NHL wasn’t going, I was forced to do the 
same,” Kekalainen said. “I’ve been wishing them good luck ever since.” 
Finland won silver in 1988 (Calgary, Canada) and 2006 (Turin, Italy), and 
it’s won bronze several times, most recently in 2014. “I’m sure it will be 
just as meaningful for the guys who are competing (as it would if NHL 
players were there),” Kekalainen said. “That’s a gold medal. It’s not going 
to change, the prestige of it. You can speculate all you want about what 
would happen if it was best versus best, but it’s the Olympics.” 

• Blue Jackets forward prospect Dmitri Voronkov became a vital player 
for Russia throughout the Olympics. In six games, he had no goals, one 
assist, a plus-1 rating and 29 penalty minutes, the second most in the 
tournament. He played 16:54 in the gold medal game, the third most 
among Russian forwards. That’s pretty impressive for a 21-year-old on a 
club full of KHL veterans. Voronkov is expected to join the Blue Jackets 
for the 2023-24 season after his contract with Ak Bars Kazan expires. 

• Blue Jackets defenseman prospect Samuel Knazko was a member of 
the Slovakian club that won a bronze medal with Saturday’s win over 
Sweden; it was the first time Slovakia has medaled at the Olympics. 
Knazko played 11:20 in the bronze medal game, which is pretty 
impressive for a 19-year-old. The Jackets selected him in the third round 
(No. 78) in the 2020 draft. He’s playing this season in the Western 
Hockey League (Seattle) to get acclimated to the North American style of 
play. 

• Blue Jackets forward prospect Kent Johnson started the Olympics as 
an alternate for Team Canada but quickly worked his way into the lineup 
and had a very productive tournament. Canada was eliminated before 
the medal rounds — a rarity for that country — but Johnson totaled one 
goal, four assists, five points and a plus-4 rating in five games. He’s 
expected to return to Ann Arbor from Beijing on Monday. “He’s been that 
way on every level he’s played,” Kekalainen said. “Goes to Tier 2 
(juniors) and becomes the leading scorer, goes to college and becomes 
a leading scorer, goes to the Olympics and scores … now we’re hoping 
he keeps going with the next steps.” 

• It was difficult for most NHL players to miss the Olympics this year, but 
especially Blue Jackets forward Oliver Bjorkstrand. The 26-year-old was 
magnificent last summer in helping Denmark qualify for the Olympics for 
the first time, but he had to miss the competition when the NHL pulled out 
because of COVID-19 complications. The Danes had a smashing debut, 
beating Czech Republic and Switzerland in the preliminaries and Latvia 
in the qualification playoff round before losing to Russia. “We’ve been 
taking steps over the last 20 years, and we’re always trying to 
accomplish new things,” Bjorkstrand said. “The Olympics have been on 
the radar for a long time. We’ve disappointed a few times in qualifying 
when we should have made it, but to finally get there this time was good 
to see.” 
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Seven shots and it's over -- Minnesota Wild pummel Edmonton Oilers 

You only cross your fingers that playing the second of back-to-back 
games, and fifth game in seven nights, was at the root of that rather 
spectacular train wreck at Rogers Place 

 

Robert Tychkowski Publishing date:Feb 20, 2022 

 

If you’re head coach Jay Woodcroft or general manager Ken Holland, 
you’re hoping it was fatigue, and not reality, that caught up with the 
Edmonton Oilers Sunday. 

You only cross your fingers that playing the second of back-to-back 
games, and fifth game in seven nights, was at the root of that rather 
spectacular train wreck at Rogers Place. What you don’t even want to 
think about is the troubling alternative – that this might be the beginning 
of the end of the new-coach bump. 

Whatever it was, it didn’t really catch up the Oilers so much as it was 
waiting for them when the gates opened and it clubbed them senseless 
before they even knew what happened. 

After five-straight wins since Woodcroft took over from Dave Tippett 
behind the Edmonton bench, the Oilers found themselves on the wrong 
end of a quick and vicious 7-3 dismantling at the hands of the Minnesota 
Wild. 

“Obviously not happy with the result,” said Woodcroft. “I wasn’t happy 
with how we began the game as a group. We made some errors that can 
be cleaned up. I thought we got a little better as the game went on, but 
just some mental errors that ended up in the back of our net. 

“Certainly our team can play better. We can be better.” 

While the five-games in seven days, and playing Saturday in Winnipeg 
and Sunday in Edmonton, probably depleted some of their energy, the 
Oilers weren’t looking for the easy out. They might have been a little 
tired, but not 7-3 tired. 

“We have been playing a lot of games, no question,” said Leon Draisiatl. 
“But every team goes through this and we don’t want to use it as an 
excuse. We obviously had no jump today and our execution wasn’t 
where it needs to be. 

“That is a good team and you have to tip you cap every once in a while. 
They made some good plays. We know what we have to do to be better.” 

This one was over in a hurry – 1-0 after the second shot, 2-0 after the 
fourth shot, 3-0 after the fifth shot, 4-0 after the seventh. 

After posting three wins in a row, in which he posted save percentages of 
.900, .938 and .974, Mike Smith took the worst of Sunday’s beating, 
getting the hook after 13:38 of the first period. 

Smith is a notoriously slow starter – Sunday marked the sixth time in his 
last nine games that he’s given up two goals in six shots or less – but he 
was simply the last line of defence on a night when all of the other lines 
of defence were worse than he was. 

Mikko Koskinen came in in relief and gave up three more goals. 

“You can’t pin that on Mike or Mikko in any way,” said Woodcroft. “I don’t 
think the team played to our capability. We saw some things we haven’t 
seen over the last week or so. 

“The amount of odd-numbered rushes alone in the first period was 
probably more than we’ve given up in the last five games. This is not on 
any one person. We own it as a group.” 

You have to give the Oilers the benefit of the doubt after five straight 
wins, but they were a shadow of everything they’d become in their rebirth 
under Woodcroft. 
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“Obviously we didn’t have much jump today,” said Draisaitl. “We got off to 
a really bad start. This league is too hard to come back from a 4-0 deficit. 
We had a little push in the second but couldn’t really get anything going.” 

At least it was quick. 

Brandon Duhaime made it 1-0 at 2:49. 

Joel Eriksson Ek made it 2-0 at 5:21. 

Kevin Fiala made it 3-0 at 6:17. 

Fiala scored again to make it 4-0 at 13:38. 

And that was that. They continued with the rest of the game, but 
everything after that was kind of an insignificant blur. 

The Wild added two more in the second and one more in the third while 
Evander Kane scored his fifth goal in 11 games, Tyler Benson scored his 
long-awaited first of the season and Zach Hyman scored in his fourth 
straight game for the Oilers. 

It was ugly, and it stung, but the Oilers are convinced it was just one of 
those nights and not the early warning signs of something more serious. 

“I’m very positive that it is just one of those nights,” said Draisaitl. “We 
played five really good games in a row. And, even tonight, there were 
stretches where we were OK. We just didn’t execute or have much jump. 

“But we know we are a good team when we play the right way and when 
we play it our way. We just have to regroup a little bit here and get back 
to that and off to a good road trip for us.” 
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JONES: Oilers back on right side of playoff line after coaching change 

It was the first time in 68 days that Edmonton fans were able to convince 
themselves they were back to watching a sizzle squad instead of a fizzle 
squad 

 

Terry Jones, Publishing date: Feb 20, 2022   

 

It was the first game on the other side of the great divide for the Oilers in 
two months. 

And it was the first time in 68 days that Edmonton fans were able to 
convince themselves they were back to watching a sizzle squad instead 
of a fizzle squad. 

If it seemed to feel a little strange to turn on the TV to watch the Oilers 
play the Jets in Winnipeg Saturday afternoon, it was probably was 
because it was Dec. 15 that the Oilers last took the ice in possession of a 
top-three playoff position in the Pacific Division of the NHL standings. 

But it wasn’t a Pacific Division mirage. 

The Edmonton club that was positioned first overall on American 
Thanksgiving, crossed back to the other side of the divide with a highly 
impressive first 40 minutes and survived a bit of an adventure and a late 
charge by the Jets to win 4-2. 

“I really like the way we played five-on-five tonight. I thought it was very 
detailed,” said Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft. 

“What I really, really enjoyed about tonight’s game was that while the 
Jets got a little momentum late in the game, we didn’t flinch. Everybody 
was calm and we found a way to come out of a tough building with two 
points.” 

The Oilers are now 10-2-1 in their last 13 and replicating the numbers 
from their start of the season. 

But to me, it was more about Edmonton’s big picture as the team headed 
home for a sixth game in eight days Sunday against the Minnesota 
playing the most complete game we’ve yet to see from this group. 

The Oilers had status going into and coming out of litmus test game 
again. And they were worthy — more than worthy for a team needing to 
re-adjust to be one of the hunted instead of one of the hunters. 

Their numbers from this stupid season are not less fascinating with an up 
arrow beside them than they were with a down arrow. 

They’ve now scored the first goal of the game in three of the last five 
instead of almost never as was the case before Woodcroft took over. 
They’re now 14-0 when the score first and lead after the first period. 

While it may appear to somebody reading the game summaries in their 
morning newspaper that the Oilers won it with their old identity of Connor 
McDavid out-pointing the opposition again this one was the whole 
package Woodcroft is attempting to construct with determined attention 
to detail from the top of the roster through to the bottom. 

McDavid had the 24th multiple point game of the season with a goal and 
two assists, including a goal on a spectacular backhand assist by 
Draisaitl. But contributions were shared down Woodcroft’s 11 forward-
seven defencemen formula he’s used in every game so far. 

Consider the overview here. 

In the same building where they lost the final two games of a four-game 
sweep in their first round Stanley Cup playoff series last spring, there are 
a lot of people of the opinion that Edmonton returned as a different team. 

The Oilers took the ice in possession of a playoff position, achieved 
Thursday at home to Anaheim, for the first time since their six and seven 
game losing streaks dropped them from first to 20th place overall. 

They played exactly the way Woodcroft has been asking them to play 
from McDavid and Draisaitl on down to the rest of the line-up that he’s 
found more responsibility and extra minutes to give more ownership and 
become more meaningful members of the team. 

When Woodcroft and Dave Manson moved in to take over from fired 
Dave Tippett and Jim Playfair behind the bench, their timing turned out to 
be perfect. 

Lined up for them were three consecutive games against the three 
California teams ahead of them in the Pacific Division standing. 

Bingo. Bango. Bongo. 

The Oilers won consecutive four-point games over the San Jose Sharks, 
Los Angeles Kings and Anaheim Ducks. And just like that they were able 
to climb two rungs at a time in this giant game of Snakes & Ladders that 
is this 2021-22 NHL regular season. 

The Oilers took to the ice with all but one of their next 16 games 
scheduled against teams not residing in either the Mountain or Pacific 
time zones. 

The Oilers chartered home to follow the rest of a busy night of action in 
the NHL sitting one point back of second-place Vegas with two games in 
hand, two points up on wildcard Los Angeles even up in games and four 
points up on out-of-the-playoff Anaheim with two games in hand. 

After the one-game Oilers road trip to Edmonton to play the Wild, they’ll 
head out to modern-day Death Valley before visiting Tampa Bay, Florida, 
Carolina and Pittsburgh with a game in Chicago to finish it up. 

One game on the other side of the great divide isn’t going to do it. 

But Saturday in Winnipeg, a meaningful place to do it, they got it done. 

Edmonton Sun: LOADED: 02.21.2022 
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After lopsided loss, Oilers setting their sights on challenging trip ahead: 
‘We’re going to learn from it’ 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman Feb 21, 2022 

  

All good things must come to an end, as they say. Well, the Oilers’ 
perfect record under Jay Woodcroft came to a screeching halt. 

For as well as they played in Winnipeg the day before, at least through 
two periods, the 7-3 loss to the Wild on Sunday was the complete 
opposite. 

From the goaltenders (yes, plural) on out, it was a dreadful performance 
right from puck drop. Basically, the only positive was Tyler Benson’s first 
NHL goal in garbage time. 

The Oilers are now 5-1 with their new coach behind the bench. 

“Obviously not happy with the result,” Woodcroft said. “Wasn’t happy with 
the way we began the game as a group.” 

With the deserved criticism out of the way, the Oilers were due for lull 
and a bit of a free pass. 

Not only was their play and record tremendous since Woodcroft replaced 
Dave Tippett on Feb. 10, but they also seemed to be skating on fumes. 
Sunday was their fifth game of the seven-day week, a taxing amount of 
hockey that’s ridiculous to consider. 

It clearly caught up with the Oilers. 

“We’re not in the business of making excuses,” Woodcroft said. “The 
schedule is what the schedule is.” 

“We’ve been playing a lot of games — no question — but every team 
goes through this. We don’t want to use this as an excuse,” centre Leon 
Draisaitl said. “We had no jump today, and our execution wasn’t where it 
needs to be. 

“That’s a good team. You have to tip your cap every once in a while. 
They made some good plays. We know what we have to do to be better.” 

Mitigating factors aside, the crushing defeat to the Wild should also serve 
as a wakeup call — especially with the trip that’s upcoming. 

The five wins the Oilers have accrued in the Woodcroft era came against 
the Islanders, Sharks, Kings, Ducks and Jets — all teams The Athletic’s 
Dom Luszczyszyn projected to miss the playoffs before Sunday’s games. 
The Kings were on the bubble at 49 percent. 

There’s nothing the Oilers could have done about that. They don’t make 
the schedule and were excellent in beating five inferior opponents. 

The bar was raised Sunday, though. Minnesota is a different animal, and 
the Oilers were pummelled — again, under lousy circumstances — by an 
elite opponent, which boasts a 31-13-3 record compared with 
Edmonton’s 28-19-3 mark. 

The Oilers fly out Monday for a five-game trip, which begins Wednesday 
and includes a murderers’ row of Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina. 
Those are three of the NHL’s best teams. 

With two days off before the first contest and another couple of more 
before the following one, the Oilers won’t have the built-in reason of 
fatigue for any poor play — even if they weren’t willing to use it as an 
excuse Sunday. 

“We have a couple days to rest and recoup and then looking forward to 
playing some of the best teams in the league,” defenceman Darnell 
Nurse said. 

The Oilers will need to play a whole lot better in every facet if they want 
any hope of taking down the Lightning, Panthers and/or Hurricanes. 

“We know that this is going to be a hard road trip — a lot of games, really 
good teams we’re playing,” Draisaitl said. “Those are the games you 
want to be in. Those are the challenges you get up for. Those are the 
teams we want to compare ourselves to, eventually and right now.” 

There wasn’t much to like about the Oilers’ game Sunday. 

Their goaltending, so good for much of Woodcroft’s first five games, was 
subpar against the Wild. Mike Smith was pulled after allowing four goals 
on seven shots. Mikko Koskinen made 12 saves but allowed three goals 
in relief. 

The work in front of the netminders was shoddy at best. Per Natural Stat 
Trick, the Wild had five high-danger chances through the first 40 minutes, 
which seemed to undersell the type of outnumbered rushes and quality 
opportunities the Oilers allowed. 

“You can’t pin that on Mike or Mikko in any way,” Woodcroft said. 

“It was too many Grade A’s whether it’s breakaways or two-on-ones,” 
Nurse said. “It’s tough to give your goalies those looks early in the 
game.” 

The Oilers had chances of their own but struggled to convert. 

It took until 16:32 of the opening period for a Ryan Nugent-Hopkins pass 
to go off Evander Kane’s skate on a power play for Edmonton’s first goal. 
The Wild had already scored four times by then. 

“I’m positive that it’s just one of those nights,” Draisaitl said. “We played 
five really, really good games in a row. 

“We know we’re a good team when we play the right way, when we play 
our way.” 

Draisaitl is probably right. The Oilers are 10-3-1 in their past 14 games 
since their 2-11-2 plunge ended. As bad as Sunday was, it shouldn’t 
undo the equity they’ve have built up lately. 

It’s on them to ensure that’s the case. That’s what they’re focused on 
now. 

“We’re about the get better, the getting better, every day,” Woodcroft 
said. “We’re not relying on what we did a week ago; we’re not relying on 
what we did yesterday. 

“We took our lumps today against a good hockey team. We’re going to 
learn from it.” 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Standout NHL prospects and takeaways from 
the Olympic men’s hockey tournament 

 

By Corey Pronman Feb 21, 2022 

 

The men’s Olympic tournament came and went, with Finland taking gold 
over the Russian Olympic Committee. Several young players who took 
part in this event could play in the NHL soon. Gauging the quality of play 
was tough. It wasn’t World Championships–level hockey for sure with the 
lack of NHL players. To me, this was closer to a high level European 
Hockey Tour tournament, which takes place at various times of the year 
overseas — still a high level of competition but not as high as the Worlds. 
Here are some of my thoughts and takeaways on some of the NHL 
prospects there. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Slovakia (2022 draft eligible) 
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Slafkovsky was the talk of the tournament, as he began on Slovakia’s 
fourth line and off the power play and by the end of the event was clearly 
their most important player. The 17-year-old was named MVP of the 
tournament. He led the tournament in goals and provided an NHL 
storyline to an event lacking in NHL talent. Slafkovsky hasn’t had much 
success versus men this season in Liiga, but versus some of the top 
Europeans he showed he could help a team. He’s a 6-foot-4 forward who 
can skate well, is very skilled, can make plays and is a shot threat from 
range. He looks like a clear top five pick for the 2022 NHL Draft right 
now. Talking to scouts over the past week I think you will start to hear his 
name mentioned more often in the top three range, and I would not rule 
out the possibility of him challenging Shane Wright for the No. 1 spot. 

Matty Beniers, C, USA (Seattle) 

Beniers didn’t score a ton of points at this tournament, which is a 
reasonable concern, but I thought he was driving the bus for the U.S. 
team, especially in the playoff game vs. Slovakia. Beniers looked like a 
pro. He won battles, he made plays with pace and displayed high-end 
skill to consistently create chances. He’s on the path to becoming a first-
line center in the NHL for Seattle and looks ready to contribute in the 
NHL once his sophomore season at Michigan concludes. 

Ben Meyers, C, USA (Free agent) 

Ben Meyers has been a highly sought after college free agent but he still 
didn’t enter the tournament with a ton of acclaim. He’s not putting up 
huge numbers in college; he’s not that big and how he would translate to 
the pros would be a fascinating test for NHL teams looking to sign him. 
He passed that test. Meyers was a driver for USA, showing good speed 
and compete to play the middle competently to go with solid playmaking 
ability. He has every indicator of a potential bottom six NHL forward and 
will have his pick of teams in a few weeks. 

Owen Power, LHD, Canada (Buffalo) 

I will preface this blurb by saying that I thought Power was quite good for 
Canada — he was their best defenseman and played a lot of minutes for 
them. That said, for a first overall NHL pick, and someone who has had a 
lot of success at events like the cancelled World Juniors or the World 
Championships, I did expect more impact from Power. He had one point, 
which came against China. He did the good things you expect given his 
size and skating at both ends of the rink and did make some tough 
offensive plays but I never felt he took games over. 

Brock Faber, RHD, USA (Los Angeles) 

Faber played a ton of minutes for USA, in part due to the injury to Jake 
Sanderson, but he was a big part of their lineup even in the one game he 
played. He was quite impressive for a teenager at this level. I don’t think 
you’re ever going to see a ton of offense from Faber as a pro, but as we 
saw throughout the tournament, his excellent skating and 
competitiveness will allow him to make a lot of stops and be relied on by 
an NHL coach, likely soon. 

Matthew Knies, LW, USA (Toronto) 

Knies is having a strong freshman season at Minnesota, but I didn’t know 
how much to expect at such a young age at this level. The 19-year-old 
ended up playing important minutes for USA. He’s a big winger who is 
quite physically strong for his age, and he showed he was able to win 
battles versus men. He didn’t produce a ton of offense but relative to 
expectations I think he showed his skill and showed an ability to process 
the game versus pros. Knies’ progression looks quite positive over the 
last 12 months. 

Arseni Gritsyuk, RW, Russia (New Jersey) 

Gritsyuk played a notable role for Russia as a 20-year-old, following up a 
strong season in the KHL. I’ve always appreciated his skill, sense and 
scoring ability but saw an undersized forward who didn’t skate that well. 
His skating popped out to me though, and the fifth-round pick seems to 
have made significant improvements in that area. He was able to beat 

defensemen wide and take pucks to the hard areas. Gritsyuk looks like 
he could play NHL games one day. 

Ivan Fedotov, G, Russia (Philadelphia) 

Fedotov was a seventh-round pick by the Flyers in 2015 and has 
progressed quite well since then into one of the top KHL netminders. 
He’s older for a prospect at 25, but I think he has a chance to play NHL 
games and looked quite good at this tournament, being arguably 
Russia’s best player. He’s huge at 6-foot-7, covering a ton of net. His big 
frame limits his lateral quickness quite significantly, which would be his 
biggest challenge for the NHL. I like his poise and decision making 
though to go with his frame. His KHL deal is up this season and I could 
see the Flyers making an attempt to sign him. 
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The Athletic / NHL Trade Deadline Big Board 2.0: John Klingberg, 
Claude Giroux and 28 others who could be dealt 

 

Eric Duhatschek Feb 21, 2022  

 

Welcome to the NHL trade deadline big board 2.0, and let’s begin with a 
word of thanks to Flames’ GM Brad Treliving and his Canadiens’ newly 
appointed counterpart, Kent Hughes, for getting the ball rolling ahead of 
the March 21 trade deadline. 

Treliving took the No. 21 player off of our first Trade Board when he 
acquired Tyler Toffoli from the Canadiens in exchange for first- and fifth-
round draft choices, plus prospect Emile Heineman and Tyler Pitlick. 

Philosophically, Treliving explained that he made the deal for Toffoli now 
rather than wait until closer to the deadline to give him more time to settle 
into the Flames’ lineup and get his family acquainted with a new city. 

That’s the yin/yang of this year’s trade deadline: On the one hand, 
wanting to get a player in sooner rather than later so they can get used to 
new surroundings before the playoffs begin. 

On the other hand, the longer you wait, the more cost-efficient an 
acquisition will be, as the dollars click off their contracts, thus creating 
incrementally more room under the salary cap. 

In the month since we  

Published Trade Board 1.0, we’ve added a few new names, subtracted 
others, and of course, lost Toffoli. Here’s where things stand today. 

2022 NHL trade board 

PLAYER POSITION AGE 

1 

Jakob Chychrun 

Defense 

23 

2 

Jeff Petry 

Defense 

34 

3 

Claude Giroux 
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Center 

34 

4 

John Klingberg 

Defense 

29 

5 

Mark Giordano 

Defense 

38 

6 

Phil Kessel 

Right wing 

34 

7 

Ben Chiarot 

Defense 

30 

8 

JT Miller 

Left wing 

28 

9 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

Goaltender 

37 

10 

Jake DeBrusk 

Left wing 

25 

11 

Tomas Hertl 

Center 

28 

12 

Brandon Hagel 

Wing 

23 

13 

Andrew Copp 

Center 

27 

14 

Nick Leddy 

Defense 

30 

15 

Calle Jarnkrok 

Center 

30 

16 

Vladislav Namestnikov 

Center 

29 

17 

Pavel Zacha 

Center 

24 

18 

Rickard Rakell 

Wing 

28 

19 

Rasmus Ristolainen 

Defense 

27 

20 

Max Domi 

Center 

26 

21 

Zach Sanford 

Wing 

27 

22 

Colin Miller 

Defense 

29 

23 

Calvin de Haan 

Defense 

30 

24 

Joonas Donskoi 

Right wing 

29 
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25 

Joonas Korpisalo 

Goaltender 

27 

26 

Owen Tuppett 

Right wing 

23 

27 

P.K. Subban 

Defense 

32 

28 

Dominik Kubalik 

Wing 

26 

29 

Andreas Johnsson 

Wing 

27 

30 

Vinnie Hinostroza 

Wing 

27 

1.  Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Chychrun is still at No. 1 mainly because at 23, he remains a coveted 
talent – signed until 2024-25 for a very reasonable salary-cap hit of $4.6 
million. Accordingly, any team acquiring him is making a hockey deal, 
rather than reaching out for a pure rental. Why are the Coyotes even 
listening on Chychrun? Mostly because they will play the next three 
seasons out of an undersized arena on the campus of Arizona State 
University. Until their revenue base expands, the Coyotes will operate as 
close as possible to the salary-cap floor, meaning virtually no one is 
untouchable. The stumbling block thus far is that no team has been 
willing to meet Arizona’s asking price. Chychrun led the NHL in goals by 
a defenseman last season but hasn’t come close to duplicating those 
numbers this year. That’s a red flag for at least one executive. 

“I’m not a big fan. For someone of his size, he plays a little small. He’s a 
good player, and he’ll get his points, but he hasn’t been good in his own 
end this season. I can see him being moved – but not to us.” 

2. Jeff Petry, Canadiens 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Hard to believe that only a year ago Petry tied for seventh with Shea 
Theodore and Dougie Hamilton for points among defensemen with 42, 
just six off the league lead. It led Montreal to sign Petry to a four-year, 
$25 million extension this past September. Things have completely gone 
off the rails for both the team and the player since then. As Montreal 
sinks to the bottom of the standings, the 34-year-old Petry has just nine 
points in his first 42 games this season and looks as if he desperately 
needs a change of scenery. Montreal isn’t willing to part with him unless 

they get something tangible in return. The feeling is Dallas could be a 
good landing spot for him if the Stars end up moving John Klingberg 
elsewhere at the deadline. 

3. Claude Giroux, Flyers 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium/high. 

Giroux is on an expiring contract with a full no-move that counts $8.275 
million against the salary cap and thus can control his final destination, if 
he chooses to move on. If Giroux agrees to be in play, he would be a 
fascinating reinforcement – versatile (can play both wing and center), 
fiery and competitive, and most of all, still skilled and productive. Giroux 
would, in short, check a lot of boxes for a would-be contender. Colorado, 
Minnesota, St. Louis and Boston are all teams that should be making 
inquiries. 

4. John Klingberg, Stars 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium/high. 

Klingberg is on an expiring contract with a $4.25 million AAV, and for his 
production, has been underpaid for most of his professional life in Dallas. 
He wants that to change. Perfectly understandable. As previously noted, 
however, the price tag for high-risk, high-reward defensemen isn’t the 
same as the payday for the best (younger, emerging) all-around 
defensemen. It’s not surprising they’re at a contractual stalemate. What 
will ultimately determine his status at the trade deadline is a) what 
someone might bid to bring him in as a rental, and b) if Dallas stays in 
the playoff chase, would there be value in keeping Klingberg around as 
their own rental? Toronto, Carolina and Florida look as if they could be 
potential landing places if they do move him. 

5. Mark Giordano, Kraken 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Giordano is a left-shot defenseman who has been variously linked to 
Toronto, Florida and the Rangers in the rumor mill – and he’d probably 
be a good fit on any of those teams, though the Leafs have a far greater 
need for help on the right side. Now 38, the 2019 Norris Trophy winner is 
valued partly for his leadership, but also because he remains a viable on-
ice force. Giordano earns $6.75 million so Seattle would probably need to 
eat 50 percent of that in any deal with a capped-out Eastern Conference 
contender. The expectation, according to one GM, is that Seattle will 
insist on a minimum of a first-round pick. 

6. Phil Kessel, Coyotes 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Kessel is now 34 and in the final year of a contract with a $6.8 million cap 
hit because of previous salary retention, but comes in at only $5 million in 
cash for this season with $4.25 million paid as a signing bonus. So 
negligible actual dollars for a player having an OK season on a bad team 
who carries a quality playoff resume. No matter what the outside world 
may think of Kessel, he is a popular and well-liked player just about 
everywhere he’s played and would probably be a seamless fit for any 
team looking for play-making help up front. 

7. Ben Chiarot, Canadiens 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Currently dealing with a minor injury, Chiarot remains at or near the top 
of the list of rental defencemen who will be moving this year. He hasn’t 
had a great year in Montreal this season, but then, almost no one has. 
Teams will rely on what they know of his character and his pedigree. 
He’s a left-shot who has shown more of an offensive side the last handful 
of years and can play steady minutes alongside a younger defenseman. 
Montreal is trying to land a David Savard-like return (first- and third-round 
draft picks) and as long as there are multiple bidders for his services, 
Montreal might do OK. Chiarot is 30, earns $3.5 million, and is UFA after 
this season with modified no-trade, where he can submit a 10-team no-
go list. 
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8. JT Miller, Canucks 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Here’s how one executive described Miller: “Multi-position player. 
Competitive nature. At the most important time of year, it’s still hand-to-
hand combat. You want guys like Miller who won’t be pushed out of 
those types of games. This guy’s a throwback. I love him.” 

So why would the new regime in Vancouver want to trade Miller, unless 
they get an outrageously attractive offer? Good question. On the one 
hand, the Canucks do need to create cap space and both Bo Horvat and 
Elias Pettersson are likely untouchable. So according to one source, in 
order, they’d prefer to move out Tanner Pearson, Conor Garland and 
Brock Boeser before they start thinking about trading Miller. 

9. Marc-Andre Fleury, Blackhawks 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Recently, Fleury acknowledged that a) a trade out of Chicago is possible, 
though it isn’t something he wants to consider until much closer to the 
deadline, and b) ideally, he would like to play one more season beyond 
this one before pondering retirement. That’s actually a key piece of 
information because it means if Fleury moves to a new team in March, 
and it’s a good fit, he could be their starter for two playoff runs. Fleury 
earns $7 million on an expiring contract and has a 10-team no-trade list 
that would need to be navigated. Fit could ultimately be the primary 
stumbling block. Washington is the team that most desperately needs a 
goaltending upgrade. The question then becomes: Could the fact that 
any Stanley Cup run in Washington might have to go through Pittsburgh 
– and past familiar former teammates such Sidney Crosby, Kris Letang et 
al – make a Fleury move to the Caps impossible emotionally? It would 
almost certainly be a factor in his decision. 

10. Jake DeBrusk, Bruins 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Eventually, DeBrusk does have to move, right? Right? DeBrusk is in the 
final year of a contract with a $3.675 million AAV and becomes a 
restricted free agent at the end of the year, due to be tendered a 
qualifying offer of $4.85 million. So, determining what his actual value is 
has been the biggest stumbling block. Any team that acquires him is 
going to have to hope that the short-term fit is so good that they can sign 
him to an extension before qualifying offers have to be tendered. 

11. Tomas Hertl, Sharks 

Likelihood of a trade: Low. 

The Sharks are making a hard push to sign Hertl to an extension before 
the deadline which, if you’ll remember, is what happened with the 
Rangers and Chris Kreider two years back. Kreider was one of the top 
names in play ahead of the 2020 deadline but signed with the Rangers 
and created a mad scramble at the 11th hour among teams who had 
targeted Kreider in trade talks and then needed to look elsewhere for 
scoring reinforcements. Hertl is 28, carries a moderate $5.625 million 
AAV, and is a pending UFA with a three-team trade list. If he makes it to 
market, the Rangers are considered the leading contenders. 

12. Brandon Hagel, Blackhawks 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

It’s hard to have a good year on a bad team, but Hagel is proving it can 
be done. Hagel had an effective under-the-radar season last year as an 
NHL rookie (24 points in 52 games) and has continued to improve this 
year on the Blackhawks playing 17:07 per night. He’s only 23 and signed 
for this year and two more at $1.5 million. 

13. Andrew Copp, Jets 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

The likelihood of Copp moving or staying will rise or fall depending upon 
how Winnipeg fares in the next month or so. They need to get on a 
significant run to play themselves back into the playoff picture and if they 
can’t do that ahead of the deadline, then both Copp and fellow UFA Paul 
Stastny will likely be in play and garner significant interest. Both are on 
attractive contracts (Copp at $3.64 million; Stastny at $3.75 million). Both 
can play center and wing. Copp’s versatility would make him an ideal 
third-line addition for half-a-dozen contenders, seeking that Barclay 
Goodrow/Blake Coleman sort of piece. 

14. Nick Leddy, Red Wings 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Leddy, 30, has been a steadying influence on an improving Detroit team. 
The Red Wings have been a consistent seller during a rebuild that’s 
slowly turning the corner. One thing about GM Steve Yzerman is he’s 
very pragmatic and doesn’t see the world through rose-colored glasses. 
Accordingly, if someone stepped up and made an offer for Leddy, 
chances are the Red Wings would move him. He’s a pending UFA, 
earning $5.5 million. Currently, he’s one of three Red Wing players 
playing more than 20 minutes per night. 

15. Calle Jarnkrok, Kraken 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

If Giordano is Seattle’s most valuable trade commodity, Jarnkrok is likely 
No. 2. He’s a quality all-around player who can play up and down any 
team’s lineup, is just 30, earns a modest $2 million, and is on an expiring 
contract, the sort of depth piece any contender would want. 

16. Vladislav Namestnikov, Red Wings 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Namestnikov is a trade deadline staple – he’s been moved twice, in-
season, in the past four years. Now 29, Namestnikov earns a modest 
salary ($2 million) and is a pending unrestricted free agent. 

17. Pavel Zacha, Devils 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Zacha was the sixth overall in the 2015 draft. The four players taken 
directly behind him are all stars or emerging stars: Ivan Provorov, Zach 
Werenski, Timo Meier, Mikko Rantanen. It’s possible Zacha might need a 
fresh start somewhere else to see if he can eventually unlock some of 
the potential that made him so highly valued on his draft day. He’s 24, 
earns $2.25 million and is an RFA after this season. For this year’s 
Devils, he’s playing just a shade over 17 minutes a night and averaging 
about a point every other game. A lateral trade – something like Zacha 
for Edmonton’s Jesse Puljujarvi – might be the sort of change-of-scenery 
move that could jumpstart both players’ careers. 

18. Rickard Rakell, Ducks 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

The Ducks have three pending UFAs, blueliners Josh Manson and 
Hampus Lindholm and forward Rickard Rakell. New GM Pat Verbeek is 
just getting his feet wet in Anaheim and has to navigate his first trade 
deadline with the team on the cusp of a playoff spot. Seller? Buyer? It will 
almost certainly go right down to the wire. But if he doesn’t think he can 
retain any or all of the three, Verbeek has said he doesn’t want to see 
someone walk out the door without getting anything in return. 

Rakell would probably bring a modest return. Anaheim is deep enough 
up front to move on from him and replace him internally, with someone 
like Max Comtois, who is in the midst of a lost season. Any team needing 
a right-shot defenseman, such as Toronto, would likely push hard on 
Manson. Any team needing a left-shot defenseman, such as Boston, 
would likely push hard on Lindholm. 

19. Rasmus Ristolainen, Flyers 
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Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Ristolainen is built playoff-tough, mean and physical, but his sometimes 
overzealous style can lead to mistakes, which makes him something of a 
polarizing player. On the plus side, he’s still only 27, earns $5.4 million 
and someone will surely believe they can unlock the potential that seems 
to be lurking just below the surface there, year after year. In exchange for 
Ristolainen, a pending UFA, Philadelphia would likely want to recoup the 
first-round draft choice they gave to Buffalo in the original deal to acquire 
him. 

20. Max Domi, Blue Jackets 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium/high. 

Blue Jackets’ GM Jarmo Kekalainen won the 2021 deadline by getting 
fabulous returns for rentals Nick Foligno and David Savard. Can he 
weave more magic this time around? It’ll be a challenge to get value in 
return for Domi who, at 26, is a pending UFA, earning $5.3 million. 
Domi’s had wild swings throughout his career thus far; the appeal here 
would be for any team that happened to lose a center to injury close to 
the deadline and was willing to bet that they could get Domi integrated 
into their lineups quickly. 

21. Zach Sanford, Senators 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Sanford does have Stanley Cup pedigree. He was in the lineup when St. 
Louis won in 2019 and scored a goal in the clinching game over Boston. 
It hasn’t been a great year for him thus far in Ottawa – 15 points in his 
first 47 games – but he’s only 27, and earning a modest $2 million 
entering his UFA season. Someone needing a depth forward would look 
at him or Chris Tierney. 

22. Colin Miller, Sabres 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Miller has been out injured but expected to return in March and play 
some games before the deadline, so the Sabres can showcase him for a 
trade. He is 29, earning $3.875 million and was an effective contributor 
for Vegas during the Golden Knights inaugural season. The Sabres will 
also be listening on big-bodied Robert Hagg, a pending UFA who came 
over from Philly in the Ristolainen deal. 

23. Calvin de Haan, Blackhawks 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Another in a longish line of depth defensemen who could become 
available. He’s 30, earns $4.55 million, and a pending UFA. He’s playing 
top-four minutes on the Blackhawks blue line this year and in a career 
that’ll be approaching 500 NHL games played by the deadline, was a 
steady playoff contributor for Carolina in 2019 and Chicago in 2020. 

24. Joonas Donskoi, Kraken 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Any team bidding for Donskoi would have to be convinced that his 
production this year (one goal, 15 points, in 48 games) is an aberration 
and not a sign that the bottom has fallen out of his game. He was a 
reasonably effective player for Colorado a year ago (31 points in 51 
games). Seattle presumably would be happy to get out from under a 
contract that pays Donskoi $3.9 million this year and next. 

25. Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Tough year for NHLers named Joonas. Korpisalo has had an 
undistinguished season – save percentage under .900, goals-against 
average over 3.75. Any team bidding for his services would have to be 
convinced he’s an improvement over what they already have. 

26. Owen Tippett, Panthers 

Likelihood of a trade: Low/medium. 

Tippett is probably the brightest young prospect on the board. Just 23, 
and the 10th overall pick in the 2017 draft, Tippett isn’t getting much of a 
chance to play in Florida because of all the talent stacked up in front of 
him. Ultimately, if you’re a team such as the Panthers who anticipate 
going all in for a Stanley Cup push this season, the cost of adding a 
major deadline piece tends to be someone like Tippett, who could 
blossom elsewhere in an expanded role. Tippett has been linked to 
Arizona in a possible Chychrun deal. 

27. PK Subban, Devils 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Subban’s $9 million AAV means he’d be impossible to move unless New 
Jersey picked up half the contract, and settled for a middling draft pick or 
B-level prospect in return. Subban is 32, but can still shoot the puck, and 
can potentially inject some energy into a team that needs a jolt of 
adrenaline. 

28. Dominik Kubalik, Blackhawks 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Hard to believe it was just the summer of 2020 when Kubalik was named 
as a finalist for the Calder Trophy alongside Cale Makar and Quinn 
Hughes. That season, Kubalik scored 30 goals in 68 games for the 
Blackhawks, 26 of them at even-strength. It’s been a rougher ride for 
Kubalik since then, but he’s still just 26, has a reasonable contract ($3.7 
million) and is a restricted free agent following the season. In short, he’d 
be a perfect middle-of-the-lineup addition for any team needing a shot of 
goalscoring. He’s been linked in the Czech media to Edmonton, a team 
desperately in search of depth up front. 

29. Andreas Johnsson, Devils 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Johnsson has mostly flown under the radar since leaving Toronto. But 
he’s been quietly effective for the Devils this season despite playing just 
under 15 minutes per night. At $3.4 million and signed until the end of the 
2022-23 season, he too looks like he could be a useful top-nine addition 
for a contender. 

30. Vinnie Hinostroza, Sabres 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Every year, a handful of depth pieces move for fifth-to-seventh round 
draft choices and Hinostroza is our placeholder for that type of move. 
Inexpensive expiring contract ($1.05 million), someone to provide an 
insurance policy for a contender, looking to add a warm experienced 
NHL body. 
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The Athletic / NHL trade grades: Leafs offload Nick Ritchie, add depth 
defender Ilya Lyubushkin; Coyotes build stock of draft picks 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Feb 20, 2022  

 

The trade 

Maple Leafs get: Defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin and forward Ryan 
Dzingel. 

Coyotes get: Forward Nick Ritchie and either a third-round pick in 2023 
or a second-round pick in 2025. 
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The grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: When you’re a cap-strapped team, you have to get 
creative in the off-season. A lot of those bets have paid off for Toronto — 
Michael Bunting, Ondrej Kase and David Kampf have all been great — 
but Nick Ritchie was a big miss. Can’t bat 1.000, but that was the most 
expensive swing for the Leafs, one that still had another year left after 
this one. From a cap standpoint, this is a tidy piece of business as it’s the 
same amount of dollars in and out for this season, but $2.5 million 
cleared for next year. 

On the ice, this move doesn’t really move the needle much — but it does 
give the Leafs a player they can actually use who has an element the 
backend needs. Ilya Lyubushkin isn’t much more than a depth defender 
and his results need to be taken with a grain of salt as a result, but his 
defensive impact looks pretty strong. 

He’s a pure shutdown type and that could mesh well with Toronto’s bevy 
of puck-moving types — whether that’s on the second pair or third pair. 
It’ll be interesting to see if Lyubushkin can cut it in a top-four role, but 
even if he doesn’t, he helps the team’s blue line look more formidable as 
a whole. This addition does mean Timothy Liljegren will be sent down 
and he’s played very well, but if Lyubushkin’s fit is good, it may be 
worthwhile. 

He’s the main attraction here as Ryan Dzingel probably has limited utility 
at this point in his career. His suddenly strong defensive numbers 
coincided with his slide down the depth chart and probably aren’t all that 
meaningful. Assuming he gets sent down though, Toronto will have a bit 
more cap flexibility to work with as a result. 

As for the Coyotes … well, they bought yet another draft pick as the 
NHL’s official island of misfit toys. That’s nice work for them, too, and 
Ritchie is a solid gamble given his prior trajectory in Boston. He could 
bounce back in a subtler locale and Arizona may be able to salvage his 
value for a future draft-pick trade. It’s all about stocking the future 
cupboards here and the Coyotes did well. None of this will likely mean 
that much in the grand scheme of things, but it’s solid work regardless. 

Toronto: B 

Arizona: B 

Sean Gentille: What we’ve got here seems to be a decent bit of business 
for both sides. It was clear early on that Ritchie wasn’t going to work out 
in Toronto. The Leafs were going to be on the hook for $2.5 million, this 
season and next, for a player who didn’t want to be around. Why they 
brought him around in the first place is a reasonable question, but 
whatever. 

This is a decent solution for Toronto; they sent him and his cap hit out 
and brought in two players who could help this season at minimal cost, 
then disappear. Lyubushkin is a depth defenseman on any team but the 
Coyotes, and Dzingel is a long way from that 56-point season, but they’ll 
at least add something. Ritchie would not have. 

The Coyotes, meanwhile, followed their own plan: Buy other teams’ 
problems and add draft picks in the process. This trade is, effectively, 
Arizona dropping a few million on either a second- or third-round pick. If 
they can rehab Ritchie and then flip him for more? All the better. That’s 
enough of a variable to drive down their score a bit, though. 

Toronto: B-plus 

Arizona: B-minus 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tired-looking Oilers caught sleepwalking in lopsided loss 
to Wild 

 

Mark Spector 

February 20, 2022, 11:38 PM 

 

EDMONTON — The coaching “bump” ended with a thud, as a tired-
looking Edmonton Oilers team sleepwalking through their fifth game in 
seven nights was shown around the rink by the Minnesota Wild in a 7-3 
rout. 

The Wild scored just 2:49 in. It was 3-0 at 6:17. 

Mike Smith, under siege behind an Oilers club that sleepwalked through 
the opening 20 minutes, got the hook at 4-0, at the 13:38 mark. It’s the 
sixth time in his last nine starts that Smith has allowed at least two goals 
in the opposition’s first six shots. 

“You can’t pin that on Mike or Mikko (Koskinen) in any way,” head coach 
Jay Woodcroft said. “The amount of odd number of rushes in the first 
period alone was probably more than we’ve given up in the last five 
games. 

“We took our lumps today against a good hockey team,” he declared. 
“And we’re gonna learn from it.” 

On a cold, snowy Sunday in February, Woodcroft notched that inevitable 
first "L" of his NHL coaching career, and the Oilers — who had won five 
straight under Woodcroft and were 10-2-1 in their past 13 — were 
stripping off their gear following a loss in which they were barely present. 

“Of course, we’ve been playing a lot of games. No question,” said Leon 
Draisaitl. “But I think every team goes through this. We don't want to use 
this as an excuse.” 

It’s not an excuse. It’s a reason. 

Every season, there are games like this one that arises. Edmonton had 
won five straight and was on the second of back to backs, while the Wild 
were rested and playing guilty, having allowed six goals in two straight 
losses coming in. This was one where you should have bet the college 
fund on Minnesota, the NHL team that has enjoyed more success than 
any other while playing in Edmonton since 2010-11, now 17-3. 

Do we think this was just one of those nights? 

“I am very positive that it’s just one of those nights,” said Draisaitl. “We’ve 
played five really, really good games in a row. We know we’re a good 
team when we play the right way. And when we play it our way.” 

Hey, we’re not going to beat up a team that has climbed right back into 
the thick of the Pacific and were at the end of a five-game week. 
Edmonton’s game was very strong in beating Winnipeg 4-2 on Saturday, 
and frankly, they just didn’t have their heads in this one. 

The structure we’ve seen under Woodcroft disappeared Sunday. 
Whether or not they win in Tampa on Wednesday, we would be willing to 
bet the Oilers find that structure again. 

“For me,” began Woodcroft, “what I believe is that when you find yourself 
in situations like this, that’s why you have a structure in place. It protects 
the individuals during tough circumstances.” 

Edmonton built their 5-0 run under the new coach with some important 
wins against Divisional foes — the three California teams, plus wins over 
Winnipeg and the New York Islanders. But it was fair to point out that 
likely none of those teams will qualify for the NHL playoffs, and the true 
test began with this Sunday game against the Wild, the second-best 
team in the West by points percentage. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 
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And so, this lopsided loss opens a four-game stretch against Minnesota, 
Tampa, Florida and Carolina — all situated among the NHL’s Top 7 in 
win percentage. The Oilers fly out Monday morning on a five-game 
roadie, hoping to grab three points against the Lightning, Panthers and 
Hurricanes, and then make some hay in Philadelphia and Chicago before 
coming home to a stretch of six of seven games at Rogers Place. 

And when they return to Edmonton for a Saturday night tilt against the 
Montreal Canadiens on March 5, it is expected that capacity limits will be 
lifted and we’ll have 18,500 folks in the stands. 

Embarking on their most difficult road trip of the season, if the Oilers can 
return with six or seven points and somewhere within striking distance of 
the red-hot Calgary Flames, that Hockey Night in Canada game could be 
one to remember. 

“It’s gonna be a tough, tough road trip,” Draisaitl said. “It’s a long one 
against really good hockey teams in this league, but we’re a really good 
team too. We obviously didn’t have our best tonight, but we’re going to 
regroup and look to have a successful road trip.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'The Hamburglar' steals first start in years, leads 
Canadiens to first win streak 

 

Eric Engels February 20, 2022, 6:44 PM 

 

Here’s a sentence that, before this season started, I’d have never bet on 
writing: It took the Montreal Canadiens 50 games to string together wins. 

Here’s another: The Canadiens achieved their first two consecutive wins 
of the 2021-22 season with Martin St. Louis as head coach and due to 
excellent goaltending performances from Samuel Montembeault and 
Andrew Hammond. 

If I could’ve looked into the future back in September, seeing those three 
names associated with the Canadiens would’ve completely shocked me, 
but also would’ve done much to explain how the team went deep into 
February without piecing together wins. 

But I digress… 

The Canadiens beat the St. Louis Blues in overtime on Thursday with a 
great team game, and with Montembeault coming up clutch when he had 
to. And on Sunday, they played very well to beat the New York Islanders 
3-2 in a shootout in their first-ever game at UBS Arena. 

Hammond made 31 saves through overtime and then stopped Mat 
Barzal and Brock Nelson in the skills contest, silencing a boisterous 
crowd in attendance. 

Had his win taken place at the Bell Centre, there’d have been only 500 
people in attendance due to COVID-19 restrictions that will only be lifted 
to allow 50 per cent capacity come Monday. But surely, at least one of 
those 500 savvy Canadiens fans would’ve seen Hammond was starting 
and bought a hamburger to throw on the ice in case he won. 

It’s been seven years since the world’s most popular sandwiches littered 
the ice in Ottawa, when Hammond debuted with the Senators and 
authored one of the most miraculous and memorable runs in NHL 
history. Boy, did he ever put all the fixings on ‘em—stealing 20 of 23 
starts to carry his team to an improbable Stanley Cup playoff berth and 
earning himself the nickname, ‘the Hamburglar,’ after the cartoonish 
McDonald’s mascot. 

Hammond made 24 appearances with the Senators the following season, 
chasing his previous greatness and never catching up to it, 

and…well…people stopped throwing burgers on the ice by the time he 
was relegated to the AHL soon after. 

Down to Binghamton, then Belleville. Off to Colorado for one game with 
the Avalanche in March of 2018, but that was it. The journey took him 
through San Antonio, Iowa, Rochester, and through purgatory as a taxi 
squad member of the 2020-21 Minnesota Wild before he was lowered 
back down to Iowa this season. 

A week ago, Hammond finally landed in Montreal in a trade that sent 
Brandon Baddock to the cornfields. 

And then, on Saturday, he was told he’d be making his first NHL start in 
1425 days come Sunday. 

“Last season was difficult at times, but it allowed me to prepare for this 
moment,” Hammond said before the Canadiens departed for New York. 
“I know I’ll be ready when I go in the net. With everything that was going 
on last year, with the pandemic and everything, you never knew when 
you’d be called up to the regular roster. I learned a lot last year about 
always being ready to play and taking advantage of the opportunities that 
are given to you.” 

He applied the lesson when the puck dropped Sunday. 

With pads kicking and arms flailing, Hammond turned aside the first 10 
shots he faced. He was beat once on 12 shots in the second period, and 
once more on nine shots in the third. He stopped the only shot he faced 
in overtime and then got beat by Anthony Beauvilier’s breathtaking move 
to start the shootout. 

But there was Hammond with his hands in the air at game’s end, 
celebrating as a key cog in Montreal’s first winning streak of the season. 

The Canadiens did their part, too. Jeff Petry opened the scoring and 
played another strong game after what had to be considered his best one 
of the season against St. Louis Thursday. Josh Anderson scored his 10th 
goal of the campaign from a sharp angle and put the Canadiens in pole 
position before Brock Nelson tied things up with just under three minutes 
remaining in the third. 

And, after an electric overtime the Canadiens mostly dominated, Cole 
Caufield and Rem Pitlick scored highlight-reel goals on Ilya Sorokin in the 
shootout. 

Ben Chiarot was asked after the game about the Canadiens finding 
comfort in tight games like the last two they played and ironically 
responded, “the 5-1 games, the 4-0 games, those are rare…” 

They sure haven’t been for the Canadiens this season, especially coming 
off wins. In four of eight previous attempts to pile one victory on top of 
another, this team lost by at least three goals. 

The 5-1, the 4-0 games are what this historically pitiful Montreal season’s 
been made of. 

But the team has looked different under St. Louis, and perhaps we’ll see 
them less frequently from here to the end. 

“He’s got everyone motivated and excited to play,” said Chiarot, who 
played his first game in a week since being placed on injured reserve 
with a lower-body injury. “He’s got his direction out there that he wants, 
and guys are doing it and guys are seeing success, getting more 
touches, more offensive success and less breakdowns. He’s got us 
playing good hockey.” 

St. Louis didn’t have much of a choice to play Hammond on Sunday, with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs visiting the Bell Centre Monday. 

But the coach felt good about giving his goaltender the opportunity he’s 
been waiting for. 

“A player like him, who hasn’t played in the NHL for three or four years, 
continues to work on his game with the right attitude,” St. Louis said on 
Saturday. “He seems like he likes hockey, and it’s fun to give chances to 
people who think that way.” 
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Montembeault’s gotten a bunch of them since getting claimed off waivers 
from the Florida Panthers. He’d have not made it to Montreal had Carey 
Price been healthy at the start of the season, and he wouldn’t have 
appeared in a career-high 23 games had Jake Allen remained healthy 
since. 

And the Canadiens wouldn’t be depending on Montembeault again on 
Monday if they were a team that didn’t need 50 games to win 
consecutively. 

The team definitely wouldn’t have needed Hammond. 

But he couldn’t care less about any of that. The 34-year-old is just thrilled 
to be back in the league where miraculous things have happened for him. 

Hammond never gave up hope this day would come. 

“If I wouldn’t have been preparing for this moment over the last four 
years, I’d be living with a lot of regret,” he said. “So, that’s the only way I 
know how to approach it. And if it never happened, it would be what it is. 
But I’m very happy it did.” 

In this unpredictable season, it could happen at the Bell Centre soon. 

Buy yourself a hamburger at concessions if you’re going. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.21.2022 

1236180 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Why Maple Leafs' Kyle Dubas earned a clear win in the 
Nick Ritchie trade 

 

Luke Fox February 20, 2022, 11:58 AM 

 

We all make mistakes. 

It’s how we deal with them that can define us. 

In his annual summertime spree through the NHL’s bargain aisle, Kyle 
Dubas plucked four forwards with varying attributes he believed could 
complement his core. Michael Bunting and his greasy goals. David 
Kämpf and his defensive prowess. Ondrej Kase and his kamikaze-ness. 
And Nick Ritchie with his physicality and (fingers crossed) offensive 
upside. 

Three out of four ain’t bad. 

So, when Ritchie failed to seize his opportunity — producing two goals in 
33 games featured mostly in the Toronto Maple Leafs’ top six and on the 
second unit of hockey’s most lethal power-play — Dubas realized he’d 
made an error. 

Worse: the general manager’s misfire was signed through 2022-23, when 
Ritchie’s overpriced cap hit ($2.5 million) would be anchored by an even 
more cumbersome salary ($3.3 million). 

Dubas tried giving away Ritchie’s contract, waiving him on Jan. 6. 

No takers. 

He’d either need a sweetener or salary retention. 

That Dubas attached a conditional draft pick — a choice of either 
Toronto’s 2023 third-rounder or its 2025 second-rounder — to send 
Ritchie to the Arizona Coyotes late Saturday was unsurprising. 

That Dubas received two useful pieces with a combined cap hit ($2.45 
million) lower than Ritchie’s, plus cleared all of Ritchie’s money off the 
books for next season, is a heist. 

Seldom does a hockey trade go down as an outright victory, but with the 
Maple Leafs locked in win-now mode, this is a fantastic bit of business by 

an executive who faces great obstacles in chasing the deadline’s 
marquee bait (Jakob Chychrun, John Klingberg, Claude Giroux, Ben 
Chiarot, et al.) 

Let’s look at all the advantages for the Leafs in this deal. 

• First on our list is Ilya Lyubushkin, hardly a household name but a 
desirable second-tier rental target that fits the club’s needs. (We listed 
Lyubushkin last month when surveying the pending UFAs the Leafs 
should explore.) 

The 27-year-old is a boring, stay-at-home right shot having a solid 
campaign in relative obscurity. The 6-foot-2 Russian carries a modest 
$1.35-million cap hit. He kills penalties and throws hits. He skates more 
than 18 minutes nightly and starts the vast majority (61 per cent) of his 
shifts in the D-zone yet drives play forward. He was a minus-6 on a 
tanking team with a minus-74(!) goal differential. 

Dubas attracted to Lyubushkin's utility on the back end 

Surely his metrics enticed Dubas. When Lyubushkin is on the ice at 5-on-
5, the opposition averages 2.16 expected goals per 60. That's stingier 
than every Leafs defenceman not named Timothy Liljegren. 

“Boosh is a heart-and-soul player who played hard and laid it on the line 
for us,” Coyotes coach André Tourigny told Craig Morgan of PHNX 
Sports. “He doesn’t have a bad day. He showed up every day to work. 
He’s a great guy and I think Leafs nation will like his work ethic and his 
commitment to his team.” 

Lyubushkin has a career-high nine assists this season but has only 
scored once in 180 NHL appearances and has never touched the 
playoffs. 

With coach Sheldon Keefe already experimenting with a split of Jake 
Muzzin and Justin Holl, we can see Lyubushkin getting some run with 
both Muzzin and Sandin down the stretch to find the best fit. 

• Ryan Dzingel has been a forward in sharp decline for the past three 
seasons. He does, however, have two more 20-goal seasons on his 
résumé than Ritchie. 

Dzingel is a left shot with centre experience, and Toronto had been 
looking to add depth in his position after losing Kirill Semyonov, Michael 
Amadio and Adam Brooks (twice) this season. 

On an expiring deal and on his sixth team in four seasons, Dzingel 
should arrive hungry and inspired (think: Alex Galchenyuk), but Toronto 
should temper expectations. 

We view Dzingel as injury insurance for the middle six’s left side, and he 
should have to battle his way into the lineup. 

• The cap space Dubas saves will likely be more valuable than Dzingel. 

Freeing up Ritchie’s $2.5 million in 2022-23 gives Dubas some fluidity to 
manoeuvre around Morgan Rielly’s well-deserved pay raise. 

Re-signing Jack Campbell will be top priority, but the GM will also have to 
bump the paycheques of pending RFAs Sandin and Liljegren and 
consider keeping Pierre Engvall, Ilya Mikheyev and Kase — useful 
forwards who may be pricing themselves out of town. 

Every million counts. 

• That Dubas is kicking the costly portion of the trade way down the road 
is key. 

A trade for 2025 second-rounder — kids currently aged 14 or 15 — is 
four entry drafts into the future. 

“This is the furthest into the future draft pick traded that we've seen since 
CapFriendly's inception in 2015,” tweeted the website. 

Who knows who’ll be running the Leafs by then? 

Arizona is likely the only team that would accept a payment so deferred. 
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The rebuilding Coyotes have a ridiculous eight picks in the first two 
rounds of 2022 and three second-round picks in 2024. 

From GM Bill Armstrong’s perspective, he’ll be working with a near blank 
slate in 2022-23. He needs to collect some actual hockey players to 
reach the cap floor and, you know, play the games. 

Ritchie gets a chance to stick in the show, and the Coyotes get assets for 
two players they weren’t ready to extend. 

“We are excited to have Nick join our roster,” Armstrong said. “He is a 
big, tough, strong winger who will add depth and physicality to our 
forward group.” 

No, Armstrong didn’t lose the deal. 

But unless that 14-year-old grows up to become the next Connor Bedard, 
Dubas was a massive winner. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets still searching for temporary top-six forward after 
falling flat to Oilers 

 

Ken Wiebe February 20, 2022, 12:39 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - You won’t find a Help Wanted sign on the door to Dave 
Lowry’s office, but there is definitely a vacancy for a top-six forward that 
needs to be filled. 

Injuries to the trio of Nikolaj Ehlers (knee), Andrew Copp (suspected 
head injury) and Cole Perfetti (suspected shoulder issue) leave the 
Winnipeg Jets looking for a right-winger to skate alongside Pierre-Luc 
Dubois and Kyle Connor. 

This is only a temporary posting, but this position is up for grabs and right 
now, there’s no clear front-runner for the job. 

For a player like Kristian Vesalainen, Evgeny Svechnikov, Adam Brooks, 
Jansen Harkins or Kristian Reichel, it’s a prime opportunity to earn a little 
more trust and to carve out a bigger piece of the ice-time pie. At practice 
on Sunday, Brooks was seen skating on Dubois' line as he joins the club 
after getting claimed off waivers from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

But the results were mixed on Saturday afternoon as the Jets fell mostly 
flat in a 4-2 loss to the Edmonton Oilers. 

Vesalainen had a strong showing on Thursday night and got the first 
crack at leaving an impression against the Oilers, but he wasn’t able to 
make much of an impact, finishing with only one shot on goal (and three 
shot attempts) in 15:27 of ice time. 

Svechnikov had a steady start to the game, creating a quality chance for 
himself and getting involved physically. 

A bump for Svechnikov made sense, since he’d enjoyed some success 
with Connor and Dubois in the early stages of the season. 

Svechnikov’s time with the group was limited though after he was called 
for interference after a check on Derek Ryan that came a beat late. 

Svechnikov apparently expressed some frustration to the men in stripes 
before heading to the box and was dinged with unsportsmanlike conduct 
to make it a double minor. 

When you’re auditioning for a spot up the lineup, this was not an action 
or outcome that was going to sit well with the Jets coaching staff. 

“I don’t like seeing penalties after the whistle that I really believe we have 
control on them. I don’t like penalties that hurt the team,” said Lowry. “It 

would have been appreciated if (the referee) had given him a 10-minute 
(misconduct) instead of the extra two because then I wouldn’t have had 
to ride the (penalty) killers.” 

A day earlier, Lowry was asked about Svechnikov drawing back into the 
lineup because of Perfetti’s injury and he gave a response that was as 
telling as the number of times he’s been a health scratch of late. 

“All we’re looking for is, you know, I want consistency in play,” said 
Lowry. “Guys have to have an understanding that there are certain 
expectations. I don’t expect him to go out and be an offensive catalyst 
and score a goal every shift. What I’m looking for is, I’m looking for him to 
be a reliable player, manage the puck, manage the game and 
complement the guys that he’s playing with.” 

Svechnikov (2015) and Vesalainen (2017) were drafted in the first round 
and both have offensive tools - including heavy shots with a quick 
release - but neither player has been able to have those qualities 
translate to consistent results so far, at least when it comes 

to production. 

It’s true that neither guy has had a long run on a scoring line, but they 
need to find some additional consistency in their respective games in 
order to get longer looks in those spots. 

With Ehlers skating every other day and not close to returning to work 
with the group, with Perfetti on the shelf for the foreseeable future and 
with Copp’s status uncertain despite officially being listed as day-to-day, 
one of the in-house candidates is going to need to take advantage of this 
glorious opportunity. 

What is Lowry looking for from this list of applicants? 

“I want the guys that can play the game and understand the need to play 
with those guys,” said Lowry. “Those guys are skilled guys. Somebody 
has to get in and get pucks to them. Someone has to get in on the 
forecheck, someone has to get to the net." 

Shifting the focus to the Jets defence, Josh Morrissey had another 
excellent outing in a losing cause. 

Morrissey logged nearly 26 minutes of ice time, chipped in an assist and 
his defensive-zone play was rock solid 

After the Jets fell behind, Morrissey activated offensively and was 
noticeable for all the right reasons - using his skating ability and 
edgework to get up the ice and his shot to rattle a slapshot off the 
crossbar. 

Morrissey’s ability to generate offence without raising his risk profile has 
been something to behold. 

“I like his decision-making,” said Lowry. “The biggest thing is, if you want 
to be a driver offensively, especially on the back end, you have to be 
intelligent. You can’t just be a reckless player going up the ice every shift. 
I really find that he’s reading the play, he’s reading the opportunity. A lot 
of the time, you don’t want your D going up and making the numbers 
even. You want them to create the odd-man. He’s done a very good job 
of recognizing that, using his speed and getting up the ice. 

“We want to activate our D. All of these guys have the exact same green 
light, but like I said, the intelligence factor has to be there. You can’t be 
up the ice every shift with no opportunity for a scoring chance or to create 
odd-man rushes. It has to be a read. We'd like to see them keep it as an 
intelligent read.” 

Morrissey, who has six goals and 21 points in 46 games this season, has 
been making intelligent reads all season long, his situational awareness 
on point. 

“I think it's just the score of the game dictates a lot,” said Morrissey. 
“You're up a goal, your risk profile probably drops depending on the time 
of game. You still want to play for offence and not just sit back but 
certainly, you're down 3-0, you've got to try to create some offence. I 
think you answered it right there, really. If you pinch a little bit more, jump 
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in the rush a little bit more, try to extend the play a little bit more. For me, 
it just becomes more aggressive but, like I said, it's just depending on the 
score of the game and what's needed.” 

It’s easy to decipher where things broke down for the Jets in this game 
as they fell behind 3-0 to an Oilers team that improved to 5-0 under 
interim head coach Jay Woodcroft and showcased the enhanced 
commitment to defensive play. 

“There are a couple of stylistic changes, especially on the defensive side 
of the puck. They’re a little more risk-averse,” said Jets centre Adam 
Lowry. “Sometimes you’d be known to get them caught up ice and get 
some odd-man rushes, where they were reloading a little better. I think 
they were a little more responsible defensively. You even saw it where a 
couple of their big guns were staying in the zone. They weren’t 
necessarily flying, trying to open it up, especially when they got the lead. 
So I think it was just kind of maybe a little more attention to detail on that 
side of the puck.” 

The Jets did not demonstrate that same attention to detail on the 
defensive side of the puck and it cost them dearly. 

Sure, the Jets got on the board on a shorthanded breakaway goal by 
Lowry and made things interesting with a power-play goal from Connor, 
but the game was not as close as the score might indicate when you 
consider how lopsided things were at even strength. 

Another major issue for the Jets was an inability to generate even a 
single shot on goal during a 90-second two-man advantage that began 
just under six minutes into the first period. 

The puck movement wasn’t crisp enough and there were no easy tap-ins 
available. 

While the Jets seemed to sag after the back end of the power play 
expired, the Oilers found their legs and then dictated play for the better 
part of the next 40 minutes. 

The Jets are now 4-2-1 coming out of the NHL All-Star break and they’ve 
got a daunting schedule ahead of them as a four-game road trip begins 
on Monday. 

After falling to the Oilers to slip to 22-19-8 on the season — and seven 
points back of the Los Angeles Kings for the final Western Conference 
playoff spot — the Jets' next three games are against the Calgary 
Flames, Dallas Stars and Colorado Avalanche. 

For all of the strides they made recently, they’ll need to be razor-sharp 
over this next stretch in order to avoid tumbling down the standings. 
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TSN.CA / Where does newly acquired defenceman Lyubushkin fit in with 
the Leafs? 

 

Mark Masters 

11-14 minutes 

 

Is newly-acquired defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin a potential fit for 
Toronto's top four?  

"What I see is just him getting into that mix and competing with the others 
and may the best defenceman win that spot," general manager Kyle 
Dubas said.  

Lyubushkin has averaged 18 minutes of ice time in Arizona this season 
while spending most of his five-on-five shifts alongside Jakob Chychrun. 

"Let's get to know him better before making any sort of proclamations," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "The fact he does have experience playing 
with top defencemen is a positive, obviously." 

The Leafs acquired Lyubushkin and forward Ryan Dzingel from the 
Arizona Coyotes on Saturday night in exchange for Nick Ritchie and a 
conditional second round pick.  

Lyubushkin is dealing with some immigration issues and is expected to 
join the Leafs on Tuesday when they play in Columbus.  

"We don't really have a lot of different guys with his utility," said Dubas. 
"A big, strong, right-shot defenceman, strong defensively, able to kill 
penalties and play with a little more physicality than we may have. He's 
kind of gone under the radar in Arizona and we thought, compared to the 
market on other types of guys, that it was a good bet for us." 

Lyubushkin has racked up 94 hits this season to lead all Arizona 
defencemen. Jake Muzzin leads the Leafs with 82 hits.   

Dubas on acquiring Lyubushkin: 'It was a good bet for us' 

After the Maple Leafs completed a trade Saturday that sent Nick Ritchie 
and a pick to the Arizona Coyotes for defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin and 
forward Ryan Dzingel, Leafs GM Kyle Dubas spoke to the media Sunday 
morning detailing his thought process on the deal and what made 
Lyubushkin an attractive acquisition. 

"I skated a little bit with him in the summer when they first signed him," 
said Arizona native Auston Matthews. "He's big and strong and he's 
pretty good defensively. Hopefully he meshes pretty well here and we 
can get him in a game soon." 

Lyubushkin's nickname in Arizona was "The Russian Bear." Why? 

"He's just a big boy [6-foot-2, 208 pounds] and plays rough out there," 
said Leafs winger Michael Bunting, who spent last season in Arizona. 
"He's not afraid to be physical. He works hard every single night. He's 
willing to block shots and put his body on the line." 

Dubas hopes that making this deal a month before the March 21 trade 
deadline will help ease Lyubushkin's transition. 

"His family is going to be in Arizona," Dubas pointed out. "It will be a 
bigger adjustment. He goes from playing in Phoenix to playing in Toronto 
[with more] attention and focus. So, the longer that we can have for him 
to adjust the better. It was good to get that one across the line 
yesterday." 

Lyubushkin, 27, will be an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
season.  

"He was playing more this year and playing against better players and 
doing so fairly well," Dubas said. "He probably doesn't fit their timeline as 
a UFA in Arizona." 

Saturday's trade brings to an end Ritchie's ill-fated tenure in Toronto. The 
big left winger from Orangeville, Ont. signed a two-year, $5-million 
contract in the summer and started the season on Toronto's top line with 
Matthews and Mitch Marner.  

"He had a lot of chances early in the year," Dubas said. "They didn't go 
in. The impact of that on confidence and chemistry is massive. Bunting 
steps up, [Alex] Kerfoot finds good chemistry with John [Tavares] and it 
just doesn't really play out well for Nick, right? That's the way she goes. 
Sometimes she goes. Sometimes she doesn't." 

Ritchie scored a career high 15 goals in 56 games with Boston last 
season, but mustered just two tallies in 33 games with the Leafs. He was 
recently demoted to the American Hockey League where he played a 
couple games with the Toronto Marlies.  

"There were a number of other teams that were interested, but they 
would've involved retention and other items we weren't interested in," 
Dubas said. "Arizona had the cap space. They also had a couple of 
players we were interested in." 
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The Leafs placed Dzingel on waivers on Sunday.  

"He is an NHL player," said Dubas. "Selfishly, we hope he gets through 
and can provide us with depth, but if not that will just be another contract 
slot and some cash for us." 

Is Dubas still looking to add on defence?  

"I don't think we'll ever say, 'Never,' at this point. Every day is a new day. 
If we have the chance to improve the team, we will be looking to do so." 

Toronto's top pair – Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie – has been solid this 
season. Youngsters Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren have shown 
promise on the third pair with Travis Dermott rotating in. But the second 
unit – Muzzin and Justin Holl – has been inconsistent.  

Muzzin, who will turn 33 on Monday, has been a minus player in four of 
five games since returning from a concussion. 

"When we're not defending well as a team, he takes on a lot of that 
himself and at times he's doing a little bit too much and is being caught," 
Keefe said. "We need our guys to play connected as a team and that's 
going to help a guy like Muzz just do his job and when he's focused on 
just that, he does it well." 

The Leafs are averaging 3.38 goals against in 16 games since Jan. 8. 
Toronto ranks 24th overall in that stretch. 

Keefe made a point of speaking to Muzzin on the ice after practice 
wrapped up on Sunday.  

"The way that things have gone defensively, especially of late, he's 
taking on a lot of that himself and that's not good for anybody," said 
Keefe, who once described Muzzin as the conscience of the team.   

Keefe has experimented with different looks this week with Muzzin 
seeing time alongside Sandin, Liljegren as well as Holl.  

How can Keefe help Muzzin not take on as much?  

"Improve the team around him," the coach stated succinctly.  

It has been an up-and-down season for Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin, 
who recently returned from a concussion. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
has been trying to help Muzzin find his form again, as the Leafs await the 
arrival of newly acquired defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

Matthews spoke to the media for the first time since colliding with the 
crossbar near the end of Thursday's game.  

"I've had better days," the 24-year-old said through swollen lips. "It's 
been a battle trying to eat and all that stuff. I mean, it is what it is. Just try 
and push through it and hopefully continue to feel better and better every 
day."  

Matthews spent a couple of hours at the dentist on Friday. He lost one 
tooth and required stitches to repair the damage.  

Matthews, understandably, was in no mood to dissect the play.   

"I saw the crossbar and decided it would be a great idea if I just put my 
face right through it and see what happened," he said.  

'It's been a bit of a battle' for Matthews after crossbar collision 

After Leafs forward Auston Matthews collided with the post in Thursday's 
contest against the Penguins, dislodging one of his teeth, the 24-year old 
centerman says 'it's been a bit of a battle' during the recovery process 
and hopes to continue feeling better with each passing day. 

During the first period of Saturday's game, the Leafs were assessed a 
too-many-men penalty after winger William Nylander jumped on the ice 
and played the puck before Ilya Mikheyev reached the bench.  

"Micky was about to step into the bench," Nylander said. "That happens a 
lot. Like, to call that one is kind of crazy. It's not like he was out in the 
neutral zone. But, it is what it is." 

The Leafs are tied for second in the NHL with eight bench minors. Keefe 
believes part of that is an anomaly due to the bang-bang nature of too-
many-men calls. However, the coach wasn't making any excuses for 
Saturday's penalty.  

"This one is not a good one," Keefe said. "We had more than enough 
time to process what was going on on the ice and let the puck go by. We 
failed to do so." 

Top prospect Nick Robertson appears to finally be on track after an 
injury-plagued run.  

"He has been outstanding," Dubas gushed. "He is only 20 years old and 
sometimes that gets forgotten because of the strange way his 
development has gone. He was drafted in the second round [in 2019], 
had a great season with Peterborough, and then came to our team and 
played in the bubble [in the playoffs].  

"Last season, as a 19-year-old, in [our] third game of the year in Ottawa, 
he gets injured. And then he gets injured late in the Marlies season and 
he has a bad injury [non-displaced fracture of his right fibula] in the 
second game of this season against Manitoba with the Marlies." 

Robertson has three goals and two assists since returning to the Marlies 
lineup.  

"It is the best I have seen him play at this level," Dubas said, "not only on 
the puck but off of it, and on the penalty kill. He is much more dangerous 
with the puck. His skating looks a lot better, which is a credit to him and 
the work he put in with the staff during his injury to continue to become 
more explosive, improve his acceleration, get open, and use his shot. As 
everyone has seen in the last couple of days, he is shooting it in the net 
from distance." 

And while Dubas heaped praise on the American, he also preached 
patience.  

"We are very, very happy with him," Dubas said. "The key is for him to 
continue to build momentum ... Last year, with the taxi squad, it was up 
and down. It tends to stunt momentum. We want to see him continue to 
build momentum and continue to take on a huge role with the penalty kill 
and defensively while producing offensively. It will just be a matter of time 
until he forces our hand." 

Sandin missed practice, because the Leafs needed to send someone 
down to the AHL to create cap space following Saturday's trade. Sandin 
spent some time working with the team's development staff in the 
morning. With Dzingel on waivers, Sandin will be available to play on 
Monday night in Montreal. 

Petr Mrazek will get the start against the Canadiens. 

Lines at Sunday's practice: 

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

D 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Liljegren 

Dermott - Holl 

Bornstein*-Grima*  

G 

Mrazek 
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Campbell  

*University of Toronto players invited to take part  

Power play units at Sunday's practice: 

PP1 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner 

Middle/Net front: Tavares & Nylander rotate 

PP2 

QB: Muzzin  

Flanks: Mikheyev, Spezza 

Middle: Kase 

Net front: Bunting 
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