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Canes handle Flyers in OT, win another nail-biter. Here’s what went right on Monday 

By Chip Alexander

The Carolina Hurricanes were playing their third game in four 
days. They had lost another defenseman to injury. The 
minutes were adding up, the lungs burning and legs hurting. 

But the Canes, in the end, had just enough energy left 
Monday to beat the Philadelphia Flyers. Brett Pesce’s goal 
with 18 seconds left in overtime gave Carolina 4-3 victory 
and another two points for the Metropolitan Divisions 
leaders. 

“It’s a good feeling for sure,” Pesce said. ”More a relief the 
game is over, to be honest. I’m not going to lie. We were 
tired but we didn’t quit on anything. You’re not going to 
always have your best in an 82-game season but good 
teams find ways to win.” 

The Canes would not have won had goalie Frederik 
Andersen not made some huge stops in the overtime — the 
last of his 38 saves. Andersen’s stop on Cam Atkinson in 
overtime was one of his best this season. As Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said, “He got us two points for sure.” 

After an emotional win Sunday at Pittsburgh, the Canes (35-
11-4) had what Brind’Amour called a “terrible” start Monday. 
But Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen scored in the 
second period and Vincent Trocheck in the third as the 
Canes won a third straight game. 

Five takeaways from the game: 

▪ Just when it seemed the game might be headed to a 
shootout, Pesce ended it with a perfect play and shot. The 
Canes had the puck nearly all of the overtime and needed 
almost all of the OT to win it. But after Andersen came up big 
in the crease, Trocheck and Pesce teamed up for the 
winning goal, Pesce batting down a Trocheck pass and 
quickly settling the puck before lifting it past Martin Jones. 

“Great shot, great play by Pesce,” Brind’Amour said. “All 
those minutes and still to be able to jump up in the play like 
that, again, that’s what I talk about. We’ve got some special 
guys here.” 

▪ The Canes had to win without a defenseman again 
Monday. Against the Pens, Brendan Smith went out during 
the game. On Monday, it was Tony DeAngelo, who played 
two shifts in the second period before leaving with an injury. 

Smith took a shot off his helmet in a scary moment, and was 
taken to a hospital for evaluation. He was released and 

traveled to Philadelphia with the team, and Brind’Amour said 
he would be further evaluated in Raleigh. 

DeAngelo’s exit came after he took a big slapshot from the 
blue line early the second period, leaving with an upper-body 
injury. Big disappointment for the D-man, who had more than 
100 family members and friends at the game. 

With DeAngelo out, Jaccob Slavin had 29 minutes of ice 
time, Pesce 27:37 and Brady Skjei 25 minutes. 

▪ Teravainen is getting it cranked up. Since returning from a 
lower-body injury after the NHL All-Star break, the winger 
has two goals and six assists in a six-game point streak. 

The “SAT” line of Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Teravainen struck in the second period as Teravainen 
flashed in front of the net, took a perfectly placed backhand 
pass from Svechnikov and scored. Teravainen’s quick shot 
hit the skate of Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler and got past 
Jones for his 13th goal of the season. 

“I’m getting there,” Teravainen said Friday. “I feel like I 
always want to get better and I’m never happy about my 
game. I feel like I can always can get better.” 

▪ A Pittsburgh hangover? It looked that way in the first for the 
Canes, who were outshot 11-2 and was credited with one 
scoring chance, which was generous. 

The Canes’ first shot on goal came from defenseman Ethan 
Bear with 9:17 left in the period. The second shot came from 
Slavin. That was it. 

“It was a tough game and we didn’t play as good as we could 
but we got the win,” Niederreiter said. 

▪ The Canes can score ‘em quick, it appears. Niederreiter’s 
goal came 24 seconds into the second period Monday — 
that a day after Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast each scored 
goals nine seconds into the second and third periods against 
the Penguins. 

It was the first time in NHL history a team has scored goals 
within the first 10 seconds of a period in consecutive periods 
during a game. The Staal line now has three quick ones. 

“We know we have to kind of lead the way when we get the 
first shift,” Niederreiter said. 
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Loose pucks: Overanalyzing everything the Hurricanes do, SAT line supremacy, Pyotr 
Kochetkov gets feisty and more 

By Sara Civian 

Since the start of the second half of the season, the 
Hurricanes have had a hard time sticking to any of our 
preconceived narratives — for better and worse. 

They’ll play really well against the Panthers then let it slip 
away in overtime. They’ll allow two empty-net goals to 
complicate an otherwise strong showing against the 
Predators. 

You’ll take notes while watching a game, trying to analyze 
this hockey team, and by the time the final horn sounds, you 
don’t know what to do with it all. They’re spoiling our oh-so-
coveted decisiveness with, uh, real-life hockey. How dare 
they? 

I will say, in Monday’s overtime thriller against the Flyers, the 
narrative finally stayed fairly consistent, with the Canes, 
again and again, taking the lead and then giving it up — 
three times before a Brett Pesce catch and goal with 18 
seconds left in overtime in the Canes’ 4-3 win. 

So what gives with this recent trend of touch-and-go? Is it 
just the effect of playing four games in six days and two 
straight short-handed? Or should we worry about the team’s 
inability to string together a full 60? 

“I wouldn’t say there’s any concern (in the locker room),” 
Jaccob Slavin told me Monday. “As a team, we set ourselves 
to a high standard. (Coach Rod Brind’Amour) holds us to a 
high standard, as well. We know the team that we have 
within those walls. When we’re not playing our game, 
obviously with the outcomes we’ve had over the past couple 
weeks, you’ve seen that. 

“As a team, I wouldn’t say that the vibe is bad by any means, 
but we know we all have better to give. We know if we want 
to reach our goal by the end of the year, we can’t be taking 
nights off. We’ve got to be consistent.” 

I don’t know about you, but I suspect my thought process is 
partially to blame for my inability to get a read on the team 
right now. I feel like a scientist on a constant quest for 
evidence to prove or disprove the hypothesis that the 
Hurricanes could win the Stanley Cup. 

Sometimes, when you try too hard to see every game 
through the lens of “Cup contender or fraud,” you risk losing 
the plot. Right now, the plot is Brendan Smith leaving the 
game against Pittsburgh after being struck in the ear by a 
puck, Tony DeAngelo leaving the game against Philly after 
being hit with a point shot and aggravating an upper-body 
injury, and Pesce sitting down for a postgame interview with 
a sigh and a “Jesus.” 

“(Netting the winner) was a good feeling for sure, but I think 
I’m more relieved that the games are over, to be honest,” he 

said after playing four games in six days. “Four D, that’s 
tough. I’m not going to lie. It’s a good feeling. We worked 
hard the last two games, man. We didn’t quit on anything. It 
starts with our goaltending. Antti (Raanta) was great 
yesterday. Freddie with those saves at the end was 
incredible. It’s a good few days.” 

So no, it hasn’t been perfect, but the team has had to step up 
in the face of in-game injuries, and the Canes have won their 
past three. Sometimes, in the dog days of the season, it’s 
just about getting it done. Pesce logged 28:03 of ice time 
Sunday and 27:37 on Monday. Slavin logged 27:16 on 
Sunday and 29:01 on Monday. 

“I ask a lot of these guys, and they give it every night,” 
Brind’Amour said after Monday’s win. “Tonight, we just didn’t 
have it. You could tell. The fact that they still found a way to 
build some sort of game. Again, our D, when one guy goes 
down and we get put in the penalty box and we’re four guys 
playing for all these minutes, it says a lot about those guys.” 

Loose pucks 

• So, the Canes are 3-0-0 after that not-world-ending-but-
still-significant loss to the Panthers. When I said that game 
was important, I meant a win would be great for confidence, 
but a loss might lead to a snowball effect or a “dig in” 
moment. Looks like the latter. 

• Sebastian Aho’s leadership was really striking after that 
loss to the Panthers. After games like that, a lot of players hit 
the showers and sprint out of the arena, and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. But Aho stayed and spoke to the media 
when he wasn’t planning on it. And he didn’t give filler 
answers. If anything, he was even more thoughtful than 
usual. Listening to him, in the moment, I was sure he’ll 
eventually captain this team. Watch it here. 

• It bears repeating that the Canes have one of the hardest 
second-half schedules in the league. All the more reason to 
suspend obsession with the process and squeak out the 
wins where you can get them. Anything to prove Dom wrong. 

• I was at the 2019 draft when the Canes took Pyotr 
Kochetkov at No. 36, and I distinctly remember he didn’t 
speak a lick of English. I wonder what words he has learned 
to get a reaction like this out of the Iowa Wild bench. 

Welcome to the AHL. The Canes were able to assign 
Kochetkov to the Wolves on Feb. 15 after he ended his 
season with Nizhny Novgorod with a 2.23 goals-against 
average and was tied for sixth in the KHL in save percentage 
(.926) in 23 games. He was a little shaky early in his Wolves 
debut, but he looked great as he got more comfortable. He 
ended the game with a win, a .909 save percentage and 
whatever happened in the video above. It’ll be interesting to 
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follow Kochetkov and Jack LaFontaine in net as the Wolves’ 
season progresses. 

• Speaking of goalies, Raanta played his first game since 
Feb. 8 on Sunday. Expect him to take on much more of the 
load down the stretch. Good thing he was pretty solid against 
the Penguins. 

• Jesperi Kotkaniemi has been super noticeable in a good 
way since he had to step up in lieu of Vincent Trocheck 
against Nashville. He’s got two goals in three games, giving 
him 11 overall, and has a more assertive feel to his game. 
He leads the Canes in shooting percentage (19 percent), and 
that tells me he should take more shots. We’ll see where his 
confidence goes if he keeps this up. 

• Tweet of the week: After Pesce’s overtime winner, from his 
father: 

Never change, Brian. And never let your son make you log 
off. 

• Stat of the week: On Sunday, the Canes became the first 
team in NHL history to score a goal within the first 10 
seconds of two consecutive periods — both at the nine-
second mark. My favorite part was the commentators 
declaring, “We won’t have a goal in the first nine seconds,” at 
the beginning of the second period. Maybe pump the breaks 
before you doubt a guy named “Jesper Fast” to score a quick 
goal, eh? 

• We’re at the point where if you see Andrei Svechnikov in 
the penalty box, you know he’ll more than make up for it on 
the scoresheet. At his best, he’s flexing so many different 
elements of his game and has the ability to completely take 
over. That pass to Teuvo Teravainen on Monday was 
otherworldly, and he’s got four goals and six points in his 
past five games. 

• Don’t let the Svechnikov flash distract you from 
Teravainen’s six-game point streak. Y’all see what happens 
when the SAT line is clicking? Keep ’em together.

 

For NHL goaltenders, stretching the body’s limits comes at a cost: ‘It’s not too natural’ 

By Mark Lazerus 

Andrei Vasilevskiy just sort of shrugged. 

To the Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender, there’s nothing 
special about his morning routine at the rink. It’s some basic 
stretches, some pilates work, a little yoga mixed in here and 
there. Just the standard things Vasilveskiy has to do in order 
to prepare his body for a practice, a morning skate or a 
game. You know, loosening up, just like anybody else. 

“Simple as that,” he said. 

Right. 

Vasilevskiy is surrounded by world-class athletes in the 
Lightning locker room. Guys whose bodies are finely tuned 
machines, who carry barely an ounce of body fat, whose 
VO2 Max lets them push their bodies to near-superhuman 
limits, whose physical and mental gifts allow them to do 
almost unimaginable things on the ice. 

And they all stare at Vasilevskiy, just loosening up, like he’s 
another species. Or from another planet. 

“If you see his routine that he does in the mornings at the 
rink at practice and before games, you’ll understand why he 
can do all that on the ice,” Steven Stamkos said, shaking his 
head in wide-eyed marvel. “I see that and I immediately think 
of how long I’d be on the IR if I tried some of that stuff.” 

No, Stamkos can’t do the splits. Connor McDavid’s hips likely 
couldn’t handle the contortions an average goalie makes 
during a goalmouth scrum. Auston Matthews probably can’t 
kneel down and bend all the way backward so his head 
touches the ice and then bounce back up, the way so many 
goalies do during warmups. Nathan MacKinnon surely can’t 
explode laterally with one leg folded underneath him the way 
your average ECHL goalie can. 

The human body simply isn’t designed to do what goalies do. 

“Garret Sparks can get in a full split, and he’s probably 6-3, 
6-4, 230 pounds,” said Chicago-based performance coach to 

the stars Ian Mack. “We’ve got all these elite athletes 
hanging around, and he’s laying on a power plate in full split. 
Everyone’s staring at him like, ‘What the fuck’s wrong with 
this guy? We can’t even touch our toes. This guy plays the 
same sport we do?’” 

Well, yes and no. 

Are goalies born, or are they made? 

Well, it’s complicated. In theory, anyone could do the things 
goalies do with their bodies. In practice, it’s not so simple. 
The way Mack explains it, it’s not about “lengthening 
muscles,” which is how stretching and flexibility are so often 
described by laypeople. It’s about somehow convincing your 
brain to believe that you can do the splits. 

“Usually, people’s limiting factor is their central nervous 
system,” Mack said. “You’re not going to increase the length 
of the muscle, you’re going to increase the central nervous 
system’s ability to believe that their body can be controlled in 
those lengthened positions. The reason you and I can’t get to 
a split is because our brain and central nervous system are 
like, ‘Yeah, right, buddy, no chance. You have not shown us 
at all in our combined 80 years on this planet that you can go 
into this position without hurting yourself. Stop.’” 

The way the brain ensures you do stop is through pain 
signals. The further down into the splits you get, the more 
your brain tells you that it hurts, so you won’t try to stretch 
any deeper. 

Look, there’s a lot of biology involved here. Ask a simple 
question about why certain people can do these things and 
why most others can’t, and Mack rattles off a grad school’s 
worth of medical jargon. There’s the muscle spindles reflex, 
the Golgi tendon reflex and autogenic inhibition, sliding 
filament theory, the alpha motor neuron, actin and myosin 
and fascia and all sorts of other anatomical bits and trigger 
points and fail-safes. 

You know, standard meatheads-at-the-gym stuff. 
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Some players, like Sparks, want to know all of it. They want 
to understand why they can do the things they can do, and 
how they can push their bodies even further. Every inch of 
reach counts when you’re going post-to-post. Other goalies 
are less concerned with biomechanics. They just want to 
know how to maintain it. 

Because while goalies are indeed made, not everybody can 
be made into a goalie. Genetics count. 

The 10 NHL goalies interviewed for this story all said the 
same thing — they were always naturally flexible and 
springy, dating back to when they were kids. 

“I would just drop down into the splits without doing 
anything,” Seattle’s Philipp Grubauer said. 

“I think I was lucky, a lot of it was just natural,” Anaheim’s 
John Gibson said. 

“As long as I can remember,” Vasilevskiy said. 

For many goalies, that natural flexibility is how they became 
goalies in the first place. When nobody else on the block can 
get into the butterfly, let alone the splits, you become the 
goalie by default, whether it’s ice hockey or street hockey. 
And hey, people like doing things they’re good at. 

Everyone has a genetic floor and ceiling. For goalies, their 
floors and ceilings are higher than average humans. So it 
becomes a matter of nurturing those natural gifts to reach the 
point where you can reach the puck. 

“You get shaped by the position you play a little bit,” 
Carolina’s Frederik Andersen said. “I don’t think you’re 
supposed to, as a human being, be in these positions a lot. 
We weren’t really built like that. We played goalie throughout 
our teenage years, or even before that, and it just kind of 
shapes your body (so) you can do certain things that maybe 
most people wouldn’t be able to do if they tried to do it right 
now. It’s all I’ve really known, too. Those types of 
movements are pretty natural to me.” 

Of course, there’s nothing natural about the splits. Or the 
lateral explosions from compromised positions. Or the 
acrobatic twists and contortions required to keep up with the 
chaos a series of rebounds creates in the crease. But goalies 
can do those things because they’ve always done those 
things. 

So their central nervous systems buy in. 

“They probably started with a predisposition to be more 
flexible than the other guys,” Mack said. “But they also got 
into those positions more consistently when they were 
younger, so their brain said, ‘OK, I believe you. I’ll allow 
this.’” 

Remember back when you were 20 years old and you could 
basically digest anything? You’d eat an entire pizza and a 
dozen super-hot wings and wash it down with a six-pack and 
wake up feeling great? Do that in your 30s, and you’re going 
to feel it in the morning. Try it in your 40s, and you might feel 
it for a week. 

Goalies are kind of like that, too. 

The older you get, the more work it takes to feel good. 

“Six or seven years ago, it was just get dressed and get out 
on the ice,” Minnesota’s Cam Talbot, 34, said. “Now there’s a 
lot more time that goes into it. I’m at the rink two, two and a 
half hours before even a practice just to make sure I’m 
feeling good enough to get out there and not hurt myself. 
The game’s getting a lot faster and there’s a lot more east-
west, so you have to prepare for that.” 

For Talbot, that means a lot of foam rollers, soft-tissue 
massages, extra stretching and a cold tub followed by a hot 
tub. For the 28-year-old Gibson, discovering pilates a few 
years ago has made a big difference in his routine and his 
results, as core strength powers his Gumby-like limbs. When 
Buffalo’s Malcolm Subban is sitting around the house 
watching television, he’s doing simple stretches on the 
couch. Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko delineates between 
flexibility and mobility and tackles both traits with equal fervor 
during his lengthy pregame routine. Pittsburgh’s Tristan Jarry 
said he’s constantly working with the Penguins strength and 
conditioning staff to come up with new ways to keep him 
pliable and durable. 

Pliability and durability go hand in hand, of course. If you pull 
a hammy every time you make a save, you’re not going to 
have much of a career. 

“My dad told me that you have to be durable,” Vasilevskiy 
said. “Because you can be a good goalie, but if you get 
injured a few times a year, no one will count on you. That 
was the main thing for me, just to stay durable and 
consistent. Stretching helps me with that.” 

That’s a big reason why goalies revere Chicago’s Marc-
André Fleury so much. At 37 years old and in his 18th NHL 
season, Fleury still regularly flashes the kind of athleticism 
that made him the No. 1 pick in the draft nearly two decades 
ago. 

“How old is he now? Turning 37? Ask me in six years and I’ll 
give you my honest answer,” Grubauer said with a laugh. “It 
shows what an athlete he is. And he competes at the highest 
level, and I think that’s the challenge for everybody. Yes, it’s 
hard to get into the league, but to stay in the league for so 
long and be successful for so many years, it’s incredible.” 

Fleury believes he has the same range of motion he had as 
a 19-year-old rookie. It just takes an awful lot more work than 
it used to. 

“It gets harder,” Fleury said. “I used to do nothing. I could do 
the splits and stuff and it was always fine, right? Now, I 
usually skate the morning of the game just to get on the ice 
and start stretching, start moving around, warming up, facing 
a few shots. Just to feel better at night. The staff on the team 
usually helps me, too, with stretching, with needles, and all 
sorts of different techniques to keep the hips and everything 
moving and loose.” 

Ah, the hips — the pivot point for those splits, those lateral 
movements, those butterflies. Like a catcher with his knees, 
it’s better for a goalie not to even imagine what their hips will 
feel like at, say, 50 years old. 

“I try not to,” Jarry said. 
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“I don’t even want to know what my knees and hips are going 
to feel like when I’m 50,” Talbot said. “They already feel like 
I’m 50. They’ll feel like I’m 90 when I’m 50.” 

Just because you can do the splits doesn’t mean you should 
do the splits. 

Mack was in Las Vegas recently and went to see a Cirque du 
Soleil show. The acrobatics on display made Vasilevskiy look 
like Abe Simpson. The fact that so many of the performers 
were in their late 30s or early 40s made it all the more 
impressive. 

Like goalies, those performers certainly were naturally 
flexible as kids. And like goalies, they’re surely stretching 
regularly, building core strength through yoga and pilates, 
and eating certain foods that support their individual bodies’ 
collagen type. 

But there’ll eventually be a price to pay for defying basic 
human biomechanics. 

“Too much of anything’s not good,” Mack said. “Goalies 
absolutely should be worried about it. Guys who skate a lot, 
that’s not great for their bodies. Gymnasts doing a bunch of 
backflips, that’s not good for their bodies. And guys that are 
stretching for 10 hours a day long-term, that’s not great, 
either.” 

Sumo wrestlers. NFL offensive linemen (Mack said Chargers 
lineman Michael Schofield, husband of hockey star Kendall 

Coyne Schofield, is one of the more flexible athletes he’s 
ever worked with). Gymnasts. Skaters. Goalies. Cirque du 
Soleil performers. All of them make their living by willing their 
bodies to do things they probably shouldn’t. All of them will 
deal with residual effects down the road. 

“There’s a lot of moving parts,” Jarry said. “And sometimes 
it’s not too natural what happens.” 

There’s a bright side, though. Most NHL players retire in their 
30s or early 40s. Not only will they have the time to properly 
take care of their bodies — for skaters, it’s mobility work to 
counter years of skating; for goalies, it’s stability and strength 
and resistance bands to counter years of abusing their hips 
— but they have the resources, too. With proper care, the 
damage can be mitigated. That’s the life of a goalie; the daily 
maintenance doesn’t end when your career does, it just 
changes. 

Besides, most goalies will tell you it’ll be a small price to pay 
to live their dream. A dream that burrowed into the recesses 
of their minds when they were kids, the first time they 
instinctively dropped down into the splits to make a save, 
drawing slack-jawed awe from their buddies. 

The first time they realized they were … different. 

“It got you into the NHL, right?” Fleury said. “So whatever 
happens, it was worth it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2022 

 

 

 

Weary Hurricanes beat Flyers on Pesce’s OT winner 

Carolina won its third game in four games 

By Cory Lavalette 

“I think I’m more relieved that the games are just over, to be 
honest.” 

Brett Pesce and the Hurricanes got a taste of what the rest of 
the season and its condensed schedule will be like, finishing 
off the second half of back-to-backs matinees and the third 
game in four days with a 4-3 overtime win in Philadelphia. 

It was Pesce — playing the final seconds of the 55:33 he 
logged over the two-day trek through Pennsylvania — who 
finished off the three wins in three games, knocking down a 
Vincent Trocheck pass and scoring over Martin Jones’ glove 
with just 18 seconds left in overtime. 

The Hurricanes celebrated — and then looked ready to 
collapse. 

“I ask a lot of these guys, and they give it every night,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “And tonight we 
just didn’t have it. You could tell. So the fact that they still 
found a way … it says a lot about those guys.” 

The numbers after the first period confirmed Brind’Amour’s 
claim. Carolina was outshot 11-2 in the first period after 
taking nearly 11 minutes to record their first shot on goal, but 
they escaped the opening 20 minutes tied at 0-0. 

It was back and forth from there, with the teams trading goals 
deep into the third period. The weary Hurricanes, down to 
five defensemen for the second straight night after Tony 
DeAngelo left the game with an upper-body injury, would 
push ahead only to see the Flyers respond. 

After former Hurricanes forward Patrick Brown tied the game 
2-2 at 5:19 of the third, Carolina responded nearly two 
minutes later. Hurricanes defenseman Ethan Bear passed 
across to partner Ian Cole, and Cole —celebrating his 33rd 
birthday — got a shot on net that rebounded to Trocheck for 
a backhand goal at 7:15. 

Trocheck, who was questionable to come on the trip after 
being hurt against Nashville on Friday, was another player 
who powered through to get Carolina’s record to 35-11-4. 

“There’s a lot of guys that kind of just drag us into this game 
and find a way to get it done,” Brind’Amour said when asked 
about Trocheck’s gutsy efforts. 

The Flyers, as they had done all night, tied the game again 
when Oskar Lindblom scored in front on a rebound with just 
under five minutes remaining. 

That set up overtime, and Carolina maintained possession 
until Flyers captain Claude Giroux seemingly tripped 
Trocheck and came in alone on Frederik Andersen. But the 
Carolina goalie, who made 38 saves, blockered away 
Giroux’s bid and then made several big stops to keep the 
door open for Pesce’s game-winner. 

“Surprised? No,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin of Andersen’s 
play. “But thankful? Absolutely. It’s nice to have him back 
there.” 

On a night when none of the Hurricanes outside of Andersen 
seemed to have their “A” game, Carolina got enough out of 
each player to bank two more points. 

In the second period, it was Jordan Staal’s line again setting 
the tone. 

After scoring nine seconds into both the second and third 
periods on Sunday in Pittsburgh, the line took 24 seconds to 
open the scoring at the start of the middle frame. 

A dump-in on the opening shift of the second period took a 
funny bounce off the boards and popped in front of Jones (27 
saves). Nino Niederreiter banged it in for his 15th goal of the 
season to give Carolina a 1-0 lead. 

“We know we have to kind of lead the way when we get the 
first shift and got to set the tone as much as we can, and it’s 
been working the last couple games,” Niederreiter said of his 
line with Staal and Jesper Fast. “I think that’s something 
which we try to do. We are all veterans on our line, and 
we’ve got to make sure we try to put the team in the right 
direction.” 

Philadelphia’s Gerry Mayhew got his third goal in two games 
when his shot hit Sebastian Aho’s stick and went in the 
Carolina net just 35 seconds after the Hurricanes had 
opened the scoring. 

Carolina see-sawed back into the lead just past the game’s 
midway point when Andrei Svechnikov circled the net and 
backhanded a pass to Teuvo Teravainen, whose shot hit 
Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler and deflected past Jones. 

In all, 10 different Hurricanes finished with a point, and none 
had more than that. 

“We didn’t play as good as we wanted to, but we got the win 
and that’s what matters,” Niederreiter said. 

Notes: Slavin played 29:01, the seventh game in his career 
in which he’s eclipsed 29 minutes. … DeAngelo played just 
6:48 before leaving with what appeared to be a hand injury. 
Fellow defenseman Brendan Smith did not play being hit with 
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a shot in the head while backing a shot in Pittsburgh. … 
Martin Necas was called for two minor penalties, just the 
second time in his career he’s had four PIMs in a game (Dec. 
14, 2019, in Calgary). … Cole fought Zack MacEwan in the 

third period, his first fight in more than three years. The last 
was Feb. 7, 2019, against Washington’s Tom Wilson when 
he was with Colorado.

 

 

 

Recap: Pesce Scores Overtime Winner In Philadelphia 

Canes earn third win in four days 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - Brett Pesce capped off a four-point 
Presidents' Day Weekend for the Carolina Hurricanes with 
an overtime winner Monday, giving his team a 4-3 victory 
over the Philadelphia Flyers.  

The Rundown: 

Beginning fewer than 24 hours after the final horn to 
conclude a 4-3 victory in Pittsburgh, today's contest began 
with one of the sleepier periods of play that we've seen this 
year. Carolina placed just two shots on Philadelphia's Martin 
Jones, marking their fewest in any first period this season. 
Frederik Andersen was sharp at the other end of the ice 
though, making 12 stops to send the game into the second 
scoreless. 

In the second, Carolina picked up where they left off in 
Sunday's third period, scoring in the opening minute once 
again. After becoming the first team in NHL history to score 
in the opening 10 seconds of consecutive periods, Nino 
Niederreiter was the recipient of a fortunate bounce off of a 
stanchion to get the game's first strike. 

The lead would last just 35 seconds though, as Philadelphia 
would get a fortuitous bounce off of Sebastian Aho on a 
centering feed, redirecting puck past Frederik Andersen on 
the next shift. 

As the second period progressed with a bit more liveliness, 
the Canes would then retake their lead after a connection 
between Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. 
Svechnikov swung into the zone with speed and after curling 
behind the net and gaining space from his defender, he then 
found #86 unmarked in front, redirecting a feed home to 
make it 2-1 Carolina. 

Heading into the third with their one-goal advantage, the 
scoring alternated once more early in the third as former 
Hurricane Patrick Brown made it a 2-2 contest. 

As Philadelphia hung around, the Canes then found their 
spark next via their second line, as Vincent Trocheck made it 
3-2 when he put home the rebound after an Ian Cole shot 
from the point. It looked as if that was all Carolina would 
need to potentially close out the affair, clogging up the 
neutral zone and getting pucks into the Philadelphia end in 
the following moments. 

However, with six minutes to go, Cole then dropped the 
gloves with Zack MacEwen, giving the Flyers the jolt they 
needed for one more push. They'd tie the game with 4:53 
remaining, sending the contest to overtime. 

In the extra frame Frederik Andersen was outstanding, 
making five stops to buys his club time.  

As the Canes utilized a possession-based attack, it was with 
18 seconds to go when Brett Pesce put home the overtime 
winner. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour following the result: 

"I don't care how we get it, you want the two points. I didn't 
like the game, we were terrible at the start. We've had four 
games in six days, coming off of an emotional game 
yesterday. So it was basically set up for it to be that way. But 
I thought Freddie was good, then we kind of started to get a 
little better as the game went on, but not much. Freddie kept 
us in there, then we got a few bounces, killed some good 
penalties and then in overtime we were okay. It wasn't a 
great game, but you're not going to have beautiful game 
every night, so, it was a good win. 

Brett Pesce after scoring the game-winning goal: 

"It's a good feeling. I think I'm just more relieved that the 
games are over to be honest. [Having just] four [on defense] 
is hard. We worked hard the last two games. We didn't quit 
on anything. That starts with our goaltending. Antti was great 
yesterday, Freddie with those saves today at the end, was 
incredible. It's been a good couple of days." 

Pesce, continuing on the contest as a whole: 

"I didn't think we hard our best today, but you aren't going to 
have your best every day in an 82-game season. Good 
teams find ways to win and we did that." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly home immediately post-game and are 
scheduled to have an off day Tuesday. They'll return to 
practice Wednesday and Thursday before hosting Columbus 
Friday night. 

Bonus Notes: 
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 Tony DeAngelo left the game with an upper-body 
injury early in the second period. He did not return 
after playing just 6:48. 

 Andersen made 38 saves on 41 shots when all was 
said and done. 

 Jaccob Slavin played 29:01, leading all players in 
the game. 

 The Canes moved to 35-11-4 with the victory, giving 
them a four-point lead in the Metro, with two games 
in hand over Pittsburgh.

 

 

Pesce's late OT goal gives Hurricanes win against Flyers 

Defenseman scores with 18 seconds left; Andersen makes 
38 saves for Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Brett Pesce scored with 18 seconds remaining in overtime to 
give the Carolina Hurricanes a 4-3 win against the 
Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on 
Monday. 

Pesce took a pass from Vincent Trocheck and drove to the 
net before scoring over the glove of Martin Jones. 

"I knew [Trocheck] had time to make a play," Pesce said. "I 
thought I had a step on [Flyers forward Travis Konecny]. I 
had to try to bat it down and control it. More luck than 
anything, but thankfully I settled it down and just tried to put it 
on net." 

The goal came after Frederik Andersen made two key saves 
in the overtime period. He stopped Claude Giroux from the 
right face-off circle with his blocker at 2:33 before making the 
save on Cam Atkinson after the forward cut to his backhand 
at the top of the crease at 3:39. 

"Surprised? No. But thankful? Absolutely," Carolina 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said about Andersen. "It's 
definitely nice to have him back there." 

Trocheck had a goal and an assist, Nino Niederreiter and 
Teuvo Teravainen scored, and Andersen made 38 saves for 
the Hurricanes (35-11-4), who have won three in a row, 
including a 4-3 victory against the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Sunday. 

"It's kind of what I thought might happen," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "We came off an emotional game last 
night, but 'Freddie' was good, kept us in the game in the first 
period. You could tell we didn't have a lot of energy, a lot of 
juice, but these guys dig in." 

Gerry Mayhew, Patrick Brown and Oskar Lindblom scored 
for the Flyers (15-25-10), who have lost five in a row. Jones 
made 27 saves after Carter Hart was scratched with an eye 
infection. 

"We're putting ourselves in a position to win because of 
things that we're doing," Philadelphia coach Mike Yeo said. 
"We're not closing out games because of things we may not 
be doing at certain times of the game. We just have to 
remain incredibly resilient right now and determined to keep 
getting better, and I'm going to ask the same of the players." 

Carolina took a 1-0 lead 24 seconds into the second period 
when Niederreiter converted from in front following a dump-in 
from Jesper Fast that hopped over the stick of Flyers 
defenseman Travis Sanheim. 

The Flyers responded 35 seconds later to tie it 1-1 when 
Mayhew's centering pass went in off the stick of Hurricanes 
forward Sebastian Aho.  

"I thought we played a really good game tonight," Mayhew 
said. "We had some chances in overtime. You've just got to 
keep pushing. If we continue playing like that, we will string 
wins out." 

Carolina regained the lead 2-1 at 12:13 after Andrei 
Svechnikov circled the net and passed to Teravainen, whose 
shot deflected in off Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler. 

Brown tied it 2-2 at 5:19 of the third period on a tap-in 
following Isaac Ratcliffe's wraparound attempt from the right 
post.  

Trocheck again put the Hurricanes back in front 3-2 at 7:15 
of the third period when he gathered a loose puck and 
scored on the backhand. 

The Flyers tied it 3-3 at 15:07 when Konecny's shot deflected 
in off Lindblom at the top of the crease. 

"There were times in this game where I thought we played 
very well, and they kept coming back," Niederreiter said. "It 
was a good test for us, but we've got to make sure we find a 
way to close out games in regulation obviously." 

NOTES: In addition to his goal, Brown had five shots and 
four hits in 14:34 of ice time after missing 14 games with a 
knee injury. … Flyers defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen had 
an assist, one shot on goal, two hits and one blocked shot in 
20:43 of ice time after missing three games with an upper-
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body injury. … Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo left 
the game with an upper-body injury in the second period. … 
Konecny has six points (goal, five assists) during a six-game 
point streak. … Jones is 0-6-1 in his past seven starts. His 
last win was Dec. 29 against the Seattle Kraken. ... The 
Flyers recalled goalie Kirill Ustimenko from Lehigh Valley of 
the American Hockey League to serve as the 

backup.  …Teravainen's goal was his 300th point with the 
Hurricanes (92 goals, 208 assists in 379 games), and he 
extended his point streak to six games (two goals, six 
assists). … Carolina had a season-low two shots in the first 
period. … Aho has scored six points (two goals, four assists) 
during a four-game point streak. … Svechnikov has scored 
10 points (six goals, four assists) in his past six games. 

 

 

 

Pesce’s OT goal leads Hurricanes over Flyers 

By Aaron Bracy 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Despite not being at their best, the 
weary Carolina Hurricanes were good enough to get another 
win. 

Brett Pesce scored 4 minutes, 42 seconds into overtime, 
Vincent Trocheck had a goal and an assist and the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes defeated the 
Philadelphia Flyers 4-3 on Monday. 

Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who won their third straight while playing their 
third contest in four days. 

“It wasn’t a great game by us, but you’re not going to have 
beautiful games every night,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We just didn’t have it, you can tell. The 
fact they still found a way says a lot about our guys.” 

The game appeared headed for a shootout at the expiration 
of the five-minute 3-on-3 session before Trocheck’s pass on 
a 2-on-1 was corralled out of the air by Pesce, who shot high 
over Martin Jones for his fourth of the season. 

“It’s a good feeling, for sure,” Pesce said. 

Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen made 38 stops, 
including a stellar save late in overtime on Cam Atkinson. 

“Surprised? No. But thankful? Absolutely,” Carolina’s Jaccob 
Slavin said. “Nice to have him back there.” 

Gerry Mayhew, Patrick Brown and Oskar Lindblom tallied 
goals for the Flyers. Philadelphia, playing its second contest 
of a club-record eight-game homestand, lost its fifth in a row 
and 18th in the past 20. 

It was the second straight close defeat against an Eastern 
Conference top-tier team, following Thursday’s 5-3 loss to 
Washington in which Philadelphia gave up three goals in the 
final 3:51. 

“I think it’s been like this lately,” Lindblom said. “Some games 
we’ve been playing well and we have a chance to win, but 
we find a way to lose somehow. Played pretty well, but we 
need to find a way to win. That’s the only thing that matters 
in this sport.” 

Trocheck netted his 14th of the season with 12:45 left in 
regulation on a backhand from close range to put the 
Hurricanes on top 3-2. The Flyers tied it at 3 with 4:53 left in 
the third when Travis Konecny’s shot deflected off 
Lindblom’s skate and past Andersen. 

Brown, in his first game since Jan. 8 because of a knee 
injury, made it 2-2 with 14:41 left in the third. Isaac Ratcliffe 
set up the goal with a wraparound pass from one side of the 
crease to Brown. 

The Canes managed just two shots in a lackluster first 
period. But the game was scoreless, as the Flyers couldn’t 
convert any of their 11 shots. 

“We were terrible to start,” Brind’Amour said. “You could tell 
we didn’t have a lot of energy, a lot of juice, but these guys 
dig in.” 

Carolina picked up its game in the second period — and got 
a little luck to get going. Jesper Fast sent a backhand along 
the boards toward the back of the net, but the puck caromed 
off the side boards right to the front of the net. 

Niederreiter was there all by himself, and he pushed the 
puck in for his 15th of the season to put the Canes up 1-0 
just 24 seconds into the period. 

Philadelphia got its own good fortune while tying the contest 
just 35 seconds later when Mayhew’s attempted pass to the 
crease deflected off the stick of Carolina’s Sebastian Aho 
and past Andersen. It was the third goal in two games for 
Mayhew, who’s in the lineup because of a litany of Flyers 
injuries. 

Teravainen extended his points streak to six consecutive 
games with 7:47 left in the period when he finished from 
close range after a good pass from Andrei Svechnikov. Aho 
earned his team-leading 53rd point with an assist on the 
play. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Hurricanes: D Brendan Smith was with the team but didn’t 
play. Smith took a puck to the ear in the first period of 
Sunday’s 4-3 win at Pittsburgh that required a trip to the 
hospital. Brind’Amour said before the game that Smith is day 
to day and would be evaluated further when the team returns 
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to Carolina on Tuesday. ... Tony DeAngelo suffered an 
upper-body injury in the second period and didn’t return. 

Flyers: G Carter Hart was a game-day scratch because of an 
eye infection. ... D Rasmus Ristolainen returned to the lineup 
after a three-game absence because of an upper-body 
injury. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Columbus on Friday night. 

Flyers: Host St. Louis on Tuesday night.

 

 

NHL trade deadline 2022: Tiers of forwards, defensemen, goalies available 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

The 2022 NHL trade deadline is scheduled for Monday, 
March 21, at 3 p.m. ET. It's an annual event shrouded in 
uncertainty, whose preceding hype rarely matches its actual 
action. But there are a few teams and individuals that could 
really start the party this season. 

Are the Dallas Stars playoff contenders, or willing to trade 
away big-name pending free agents? Where will Philadelphia 
Flyers star Claude Giroux and Chicago Blackhawks goalie 
Marc-Andre Fleury accept as their next destinations, if they 
decide to move at all? How deep will the roster 
reconstruction for the Arizona Coyotes and Montreal 
Canadiens go at the deadline, or will that process get rolling 
in earnest in the offseason? And, above all else, which 
Stanley Cup contender is willing to go all-in for what they 
believe could be the final piece of a championship puzzle? 

Here is a tier-by-tier look at the rentals, the investments and 
the wild-card stars whose availability could turn this deadline 
on its collective head. 

All salary and contract information comes from our friends at 
CapFriendly unless otherwise noted. Stats are collected from 
sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey Reference and 
Evolving Hockey, and are as of the games of Feb. 20. 

CENTERS FOR RENT 

Travis Boyd, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 28 | Stats: 42 GP | 10 G | 13 A | 23 P 
Contract: $750,000 AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

The Coyotes have already begun making deals (hello, Nick 
Ritchie; goodbye, Ilya Lyubushkin and Ryan Dzingel), and 
Boyd could be a desirable target for contending teams in 
need of bottom-six center depth. Boyd is having a solid 
season -- he's the Coyotes' fifth-leading scorer -- and comes 
with some special teams experience on the penalty kill. 

A real asset of Boyd's is that he's used to coming in and out 
of a lineup and can perform well accordingly without being an 
everyday guy. When the Maple Leafs lost him on waivers 
last season, coach Sheldon Keefe lamented the loss of 
Boyd's adaptability. That sort of versatility makes a 
difference for teams that might need to change things up 
during a playoff run. 

Andrew Cogliano, San Jose Sharks 

Age: 34 | Stats: 45 GP | 4 G | 9 A | 13 P 
Contract: $1 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

San Jose shouldn't expect much of a return in trading 
Cogliano. Most clubs looking for forward depth target players 
who are having decent seasons offensively -- which Cogliano 
has not -- or else toughness, grit and physicality to help them 
weather the storms of a playoff push. That's not really 
Cogliano's game, either. What he does bring is leadership, 
speed, reliable play in his own end and strong penalty killing. 
Is that enough for the Sharks to just keep him around? 

Max Domi, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Age: 26 | Stats: 39 GP | 9 G | 15 A | 24 P 
Contract: $5.3 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

The way Domi started this season -- nine points in eight 
games -- it looked like he'd finally found a groove in 
Columbus. Then the injuries piled up, he was sidelined by 
COVID-19, and he became a second- or third-line guy trying 
to keep the flagging Blue Jackets' offense afloat. 

Still, Domi has good potential as a middle-six forward and 
can score in bunches. It's the size of his contract that could 
be the issue. Unless Columbus retains something, most 
contenders -- already up against the cap -- won't be able to 
take Domi on in full. Could the Rangers or Bruins use a 
player like Domi for some depth scoring in the postseason? 
Under the right circumstances, both could be a good fit. 

Christian Fischer, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 24 | Stats: 42 GP | 3 G | 5 A | 8 P 
Contract: $1 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

We know Arizona is motivated to sell. And unfortunately for 
the Coyotes, Fischer has never become the top-line player 
they'd hoped he would after a promising start to his career. 

It's easy to categorize him as another middle- or bottom-six 
depth guy, appealing to a team like the Penguins, perhaps. 
What's intriguing about Fischer is that he's young, he's 
motivated to turn around his own game, and there was that 
early potential that perhaps has remained untapped. A trade 
now could pay dividends in the short and long term for a 
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team interested in finding out what a change of scenery 
could do. 

Claude Giroux, Philadelphia Flyers 

Age: 34 | Stats: 48 GP | 16 G | 22 A | 38 P 
Contract: $8.275 million AAV, UFA in summer, no-movement 
clause 

Giroux will be traded only if he wants to be. And there have 
been multiple rumblings that the Avalanche are Giroux's 
preferred destination if he is to be moved. It would be no 
easy task for Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher to 
make the math work there with Colorado, pressed against 
the salary cap as the Avs are. Or else they would be sending 
back a comparable contract to Philadelphia. 

Wherever Giroux lands -- Minnesota and St. Louis are also 
of interest -- he'll be riding in amid one of his best offensive 
seasons in years. Through 48 games, Giroux already had 16 
goals and 38 points, proving that even at 34 years old, he 
can still be a top-six stalwart. At this stage of his career, 
though, and playing as well as he is, it would be hard to think 
Giroux doesn't want to chase a Cup somewhere as soon as 
possible. 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks 

Age: 28 | Stats: 49 GP | 22 G | 18 A | 40 P 
Contract: $5.625 AAV, UFA in summer, modified no-trade 
clause (player submits a three-team trade list) 

San Jose is at a crossroads with Hertl. He's a pending UFA 
who, while complimentary of the organization, doesn't sound 
inclined to take a hometown discount. The Sharks, 
meanwhile, are in a cap-space crunch, hampered by other 
long-term contracts and the still unresolved issue of Evander 
Kane's grievance. 

Hertl understandably wants a fair deal, and there are teams 
that will line up to pay a true top-line center like him on the 
open market. It would be tough for San Jose to add another 
big-time contract, but can it really afford not to retain a player 
of Hertl's caliber? 

It's a serious question to consider. The return for Hertl now 
on a trade could be substantial -- think first-round pick or 
potential top prospect, and then some -- from a team that's 
ready to go all-in on a Stanley Cup run. He's a terrific two-
way player who could elevate the Rangers or Avalanche 
during the next few months. It just comes down to whether 
San Jose believes the dollars and cents can work on a long-
term deal. Because losing Hertl for nothing -- when it's 
unlikely the Sharks have a playoff run of their own upcoming 
-- would sting. 

Calle Jarnkrok, Seattle Kraken 

Age: 30 | Stats: 39 GP | 10 G | 10 A | 20 P 
Contract: $2 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Seattle is nowhere near the playoffs and, like Arizona, is 
expected to be trading multiple players away in March. 
Jarnkrok has the potential to draw serious interest. He can 
play all three forward positions, is reliable defensively and 
provides consistent secondary scoring. He's the ideal rental. 

Now, would a reunion with the Predators be out of the 
question? Before being selected from Nashville by Seattle in 
the expansion draft, Jarnkrok had played all 508 of his NHL 
games with the Predators. This season in particular, 
Nashville looks poised to make some postseason noise. 
Jarnkrok could help the Predators do it. 

Marcus Johansson, Seattle Kraken 

Age: 31 | Stats: 39 GP | 6 G | 11 A | 17 P 
Contract: $1.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Like teammate Jarnkrok, Johansson is the perfect rental 
candidate. Reasonable cap hit, low-maintenance veteran 
presence, solid secondary scoring option and a regular role 
as a power-play contributor. Johansson could slide into a 
third-line role on just about any playoff-bound team and have 
an impact. 

And hey, Johansson left Washington the season before it 
won the Stanley Cup. If there's a fit between team and 
player, it would be a great story for Johansson to help the 
Capitals chase another Cup this spring. 

Johan Larsson, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 29 | Stats: 29 GP | 6 G | 9 A | 15 P 
Contract: $1.4 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Another inexpensive depth center for Arizona to dangle. 
Larsson is an average faceoff man (46% this season, 49.5% 
in his career) who can play big minutes on the penalty kill 
and is good for a few goals. The 29-year-old has historically 
tracked as a trustworthy defensive forward with potential to 
provide secondary scoring, which sounds exactly like what 
Darryl Sutter and the Flames might be interested in adding. 

Joe Pavelski, Dallas Stars 

Age: 37 | Stats: 49 GP | 21 G | 32 A | 53 P 
Contract: $7 million AAV, UFA in summer, modified no-trade 
clause (player submits a three-team trade list) 

At this moment, the Stars are still in the playoff hunt. How 
much would their chances have to deteriorate for general 
manager Jim Nill to trade his team's leading scorer? The 37-
year-old Pavelski is having a career year as it is, and while a 
number of contending teams could be making calls on 
Pavelski, the Stars wouldn't get far without him. 

Before any serious consideration of assessing Pavelski's 
trade value, Dallas needs to play out its schedule for the next 
couple of weeks. Because if Pavelski does wind up on the 
move (and make no mistake, the return would be large), 
something will have had to go off the rails in Big D. 

Zach Sanford, Ottawa Senators 

Age: 27 | Stats: 49 GP | 8 G | 7 A | 15 P 
Contract: $2 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

The trade market is usually packed with finesse, scoring 
wingers. Sanford is a little rougher around the edges. The 
27-year-old hasn't done much in Ottawa since being 
acquired from St. Louis in September, but he's physically 
imposing (at 6-foot-4 and 206 pounds) and excels on the 
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penalty kill. Not a bad combination for the Wild or Flames to 
consider. 

Riley Sheahan, Seattle Kraken 

Age: 30 | Stats: 38 GP | 1 G | 6 A | 7 P 
Contract: $850,000 AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Sheahan's role in Seattle this season has been small, but he 
has made the most of it. Averaging just over 11 minutes of 
ice time per game, the center has improved all season in the 
faceoff circle, and he's really shown a defensive edge to his 
game that playoff-bound teams should like. Sheahan's 
underlying numbers also show he's effective at creating 
chances on 5-on-5 even in a limited role, something that 
appeals in a rental player who projects to be a fourth-line 
pickup. 

Paul Stastny, Winnipeg Jets 

Age: 36 | Stats: 38 GP | 12 G | 10 A | 22 P 
Contract: $3.75 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Stastny is a safe bet. He has a more expensive contract than 
some other potential targets, which will deter some teams. 
But at 36, Stastny is the wily veteran choice who can fill in 
where needed, add pop to special teams, win critical faceoffs 
and be a voice of calm in the dressing room and on the 
bench. The only question is whether Winnipeg, having not 
given up hope of its own playoff berth, sees Stastny as too 
valuable. 

However, would a Rangers team that not only needs some 
depth scoring but could also use Stastny's leadership 
qualities as well be a good landing spot? 

Dylan Strome, Chicago Blackhawks 

Age: 24 | Stats: 39 GP | 9 G | 12 A | 21 P 
Contract: $3 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

It's the cap hit that might ultimately turn contending general 
managers off Strome. Because lately, Chicago's winger has 
been showcasing assets on the ice that GMs would 
otherwise covet. Strome barreled into 2022 with six goals 
and 14 points in 19 games, finally locked in to a top-six role 
along with power-play time. 

Can Strome bring the same qualities to a playoff club that 
won't need him in that position? Maybe not. But a team 
building for the future, like Ottawa, might be smart to grab 
Strome now and watch him flourish in a prominent spot for 
years to come. 

Chris Tierney, Ottawa Senators 

Age: 27 | Stats: 49 GP | 6 G | 8 A | 14 P 
Contract: $3.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Tierney would likely benefit from a change of scenery, 
especially at this time of the season. Ottawa isn't making the 
playoffs, and could retain part of Tierney's cap hit -- and get 
a potentially solid return -- to exchange for a center who 
would elevate a contender's third or fourth line. 

Tierney plays a good two-way game; he's experienced and 
could thrive in a more stable situation. In Minnesota's lineup, 
Tierney could not only be a viable depth scoring threat but 
would also help keeps pucks out of the net, an area in which 
the Wild have struggled more of late. 

Pavel Zacha, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 24 | Stats: 47 GP | 12 G | 11 A | 23 P 
Contract: $2.25 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Here's a trade that could pay off now and in the future -- for 
the player, and the team. Zacha might not be a bona fide 
top-line skater, but he's 24 years old, plays with speed, has a 
sensational shot, and has the potential to be a 20-goal 
scorer. Zacha has things to fine-tune in his game, and doing 
that in the right environment this spring could bring out the 
best in him -- and maybe a longer-term partnership with a 
team willing to find a permanent place for him. 

CENTERS WITH TERM 

J.T. Miller, Vancouver Canucks 

Age: 28 | Stats: 49 GP | 18 G | 33 A | 51 P 
Contract: $5.25 million AAV, UFA 2023, no trade protection 

The will-they-or-won't-they debate has been swirling around 
Miller and Vancouver for weeks. When the Canucks were 
struggling, teams made all sorts of inquiries, and perhaps a 
trade would be more likely if Vancouver hadn't improved so 
rapidly under Bruce Boudreau, Jim Rutherford & Co. 

The playoffs might still be a long shot for Vancouver, but 
regardless, the Canucks like Miller and could demand a high 
trade price. Would the Hurricanes, who are poised to be 
major players this spring, find the 28-year-old Miller most 
appealing? Or the Bruins, who could use some levelling up 
offensively (particularly if Jake DeBrusk is eventually moved 
as requested)? No doubt Miller has generated interest. It's 
now up to the Canucks to weigh their options. 

WINGERS FOR RENT 

Brock Boeser, RW, Vancouver Canucks 

Age: 24 | Stats: 45 GP | 15 G | 13 A | 28 P 
Contract: $5.875 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

What will Brock Boeser's next contract look like? Inquiring 
minds -- and potential trade partners -- need to know. Jim 
Rutherford has spoken publicly about Vancouver's desire to 
create cap flexibility. Meanwhile, Boeser's early-season play 
before Bruce Boudreau took over was subpar, yet it has 
improved dramatically under Boudreau's leadership. So 
where does that leave the Canucks? Willing to bet on Boeser 
with a large qualifying offer and a new deal and hope for the 
best? Or do they take what Boeser can fetch in trade now 
and cut their losses? 

The roadblock is that teams could undersell Vancouver on 
Boeser given the uncertainty of his next deal. The Canucks 
will have to be calculating in how they proceed. 
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Cal Clutterbuck, RW, New York Islanders 

Age: 34 | Stats: 45 GP | 5 G | 6 A | 11 P 
Contract: $3.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

For years, Clutterbuck has been part of the Islanders' identity 
line, and for good reason. He's a strong forechecker, plays 
well defensively and is great along the boards. Clutterbuck 
can pull his team into the fight, adding energy and spark that 
can change momentum. There are several playoff teams that 
could use Clutterbuck's contributions, and Calgary and 
Pittsburgh track as particularly good fits (with the right 
exchange, and possible salary retention by the Isles). 

Andrew Copp, LW, Winnipeg Jets 

Age: 27 | Stats: 47 GP | 12 G | 16 A | 28 P 
Contract: $3.640 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

It doesn't seem likely Copp will re-sign in Winnipeg. And the 
Jets aren't on track to make the postseason this season. If 
that holds true, the 27-year-old Copp could bring a tidy return 
in Winnipeg. 

For a club like the Bruins that is actively looking for a 
second-line skater, Copp would fit the bill nicely. Prior to 
suffering an upper-body injury in mid-February, Copp was on 
pace for a career year, with 12 goals and 28 points in 47 
games. Once he's healthy, Copp could do a lot for a team 
already stacked with talent that needs more of a boost. 

Jake DeBrusk, LW, Boston Bruins 

Age: 25 | Stats: 44 GP | 8 G | 8 A | 16 P 
Contract: $3.675 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

DeBrusk's agent made it known in November his client was 
looking to be traded. While waiting for that to happen, 
DeBrusk has kept his play engaged and competitive. That 
bodes well for potential suitors. DeBrusk can be dynamic, 
with good speed and a physical punch that shows up when 
he's forechecking well. As Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy often 
points out, it's DeBrusk's legs that are his biggest asset, and 
Boston will look to maximize any return it can get for a player 
with an open request. 

Phil Kessel, RW, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 34 | Stats: 50 GP | 6 G | 27 A | 33 P 
Contract: $8 million AAV, UFA in summer, no-movement 
clause ($1,000,000 base salary) 

Kessel doesn't project to be part of Arizona's future. Trading 
him could help the Coyotes build for it, though. Kessel's 
production has been low this season, with only six goals in 
his first 50 games, but moving on to a contender could perk 
Kessel's game up. He's an expensive rental, though only $1 
million of his cap hit is base salary, and Arizona will probably 
have to hold on to some salary. 

Kessel has the championship pedigree and scoring history to 
be of real value to a team on the cusp, though, and he could 
pull some intriguing assets back for the Coyotes in turn. 

Vitali Kravtsov, RW, New York Rangers 

Age: 22 | Stats: 19 GP | 6 G | 7 A | 13 P (KHL) 
Contract: $925,000 AAV, RFA this summer, no trade 
protection 

This is an interesting case. Kravtsov failed to make New 
York's roster out of training camp, refused an assignment to 
the AHL and asked for a trade prior to heading to the KHL. 
The team's ninth overall pick in 2018 has been waiting it out 
with the Chelyabinsk Traktor, recording six goals and 13 
points in 19 games. 

Clearly the Rangers have been in no rush to move Kravtsov, 
but this is when the right deal might materialize. Montreal is 
looking for prospects and has players to move; New York 
could use depth scoring. Is there a match? 

Dominik Kubalik, LW, Chicago Blackhawks 

Age: 26 | Stats: 52 GP | 10 G | 9 A | 19 P 
Contract: $3.7 million AAV, RFA this summer, no trade 
protection 

This isn't the contract year Kubalik was hoping to have. 
Through 52 games, the winger produced just 19 points and 
has raised questions about where he'll excel in the future. Is 
he a middle-six forward or a top-line guy? Is this season an 
enigma, or is the 26-year-old as good now as he's going to 
become? 

Chicago's dearth of prospects in the system is well-
documented. If trading Kubalik now, while his identity is still 
being sorted, can stock the Blackhawks' cupboards with 
something of value, Kubalik could well be worth moving. 

Artturi Lehkonen, LW/RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Age: 26 | Stats: 47 GP | 7 G | 13 A | 20 P 
Contract: $2.3 million AAV, RFA this summer, no trade 
protection 

In an unexpected turn of events, Lehkonen is having one of 
his better offensive campaigns in one of the worst Canadiens 
seasons ever. Lehkonen's calling card has rarely been that 
element, though. The veteran is Montreal's most consistent 
defensive forward, limiting chances against, even in a bad 
season, and with versatility that makes him unflappable 
throughout the lineup. 

Lehkonen brings responsibility, durability and likely a great 
deal of motivation to perform on another good team, so 
perhaps Washington or Minnesota steps up with an offer. 

Tyler Motte, LW/RW, Vancouver Canucks 

Age: 26 | Stats: 36 GP | 5 G | 6 A | 11 P 
Contract: $1.225 million AAV, UFA this summer, no trade 
protection 

After years of being a third- and fourth-line stalwart in 
Vancouver, Motte has generated some serious buzz ahead 
of the trade deadline. He's an energy guy, a grind-it-out-in-
the-corner type who never gives up on an assignment and 
can succeed in just about any role (including as a penalty 
killer). Add to that his reasonable cap hit and Pittsburgh or 
even Toronto could benefit from locking him in for a few 
months. 
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Vladislav Namestnikov, RW/LW, Detroit Red Wings 

Age: 29 | Stats: 49 GP | 13 G | 10 A | 23 P 
Contract: $2 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

All the hype over Detroit's freshman class has allowed 
Namestnikov to fly under the radar. Contending teams 
should know all about him, though. Namestnikov is a 
secondary scoring asset, popping in 13 goals over 49 games 
for some of his best output in years. A team like the Rangers 
would be wise to look closely, given the attractive contract 
and offensive upside Namestnikov presents. 

Reilly Smith, RW, Vegas Golden Knights 

Age: 30 | Stats: 49 GP | 14 G | 19 A | 33 P 
Contract: $5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Vegas has already performed some salary-cap gymnastics 
this season, moving Mark Stone to long-term injured reserve 
right when Jack Eichel was set to return. It would be a boost 
for the Golden Knights to get Smith's cap hit off the books in 
March, too, and open the door for Stone to potentially play 
again before the postseason if he's ready. 

Plus, Smith would help plenty of contending teams, having 
already put up 14 goals and 33 points in 49 games and on 
track to continue producing at a good clip. The return for 
Vegas could go beyond just more salary-cap breathing room. 

Kailer Yamamoto, RW, Edmonton Oilers 

Age: 23 | Stats: 50 GP | 10 G | 9 A | 19 P 
Contract: $1.175 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Yamamoto's name comes up often in trade discussions. How 
likely is it to happen now that Dave Tippett is gone, and Jay 
Woodcroft has Edmonton (seemingly) on the right track? 
That's the question. It's been a down season offensively for 
Yamamoto (he had just 13 points through 35 games), but 
given he's just 23 years old, would the Oilers really give up 
on another high draft choice? 

The return would have to be substantial, from a team that 
could see Yamamoto playing a significant role for it in the 
future. 

WINGERS WITH TERM 

Joonas Donskoi, RW, Seattle Kraken 

Age: 29 | Stats: 50 GP | 1 G | 14 A | 15 P 
Contract: $3.9 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade protection 

We don't want to say it's been a challenge for Donskoi in 
Seattle, but he had one goal in his past 22 games entering 
Sunday's action. That lack of production and some ordinary 
advanced stats are a stunning downgrade for the winger, 
who was long considered one of the NHL's most underrated 
talents. The Kraken plucked him from the Avalanche in the 
expansion draft. They could still flip him for a decent return 
from a contender looking for forward depth, provided the cap 
math works. 

Brendan Gallagher, RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Age: 29 | Stats: 32 GP | 4 G | 6 A | 10 P 
Contract: $6.5 million AAV, UFA in 2026, no-move clause 

The Canadians know that Gallagher's win-at-all-costs style 
can be a boon to a contender. The question is when they'll 
be one again, and whether it would be better for the team 
and the player to deal him to a current one. 

Gallagher said "it's hard for me to imagine not being in 
Montreal" last week. He seemed committed to seeing 
through the team's rebuild, provided that "you're not waiting 
around four to five seasons to turn this around." The 29-year-
old is in the first year of a six-year deal -- thanks, former GM 
Marc Bergevin! -- that carries a $6.5 million annual cap hit. 

Brandon Hagel, LW, Chicago Blackhawks 

Age: 23 | Stats: 46 GP | 14 G | 13 A | 27 P 
Contract: $1.5 million AAV, RFA in 2024, no trade protection 

Hagel has had an outstanding second full NHL season, with 
14 goals in 46 games. He leads the Blackhawks with 12.7 
goals scored above average. Frank Seravalli of Daily Faceoff 
reported that Chicago would demand a first-round pick and a 
high-end prospect for the 23-year-old winger, likening him to 
what Blake Coleman was at the 2020 trade deadline. 

Andreas Johnsson, LW, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 27 | Stats: 46 GP | 11 G | 15 A | 26 P 
Contract: $3.4 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade protection 
(player lists a 10-team no-trade list, starting next season) 

Johnsson has been a productive winger (26 points in 46 
games) for the Devils, but we could see him included in a 
deal that enables them to reel in a bigger fish for their 
forward group. There could be some strategy in dealing him 
now, as his trade protection kicks in next season, with 
Johnsson then holding a 10-team no-trade list. 

Travis Konecny, LW/RW, Philadelphia Flyers 

Age: 24 | Stats: 47 GP | 8 G | 21 A | 29 P 
Contract: $5.5 million AAV, UFA in 2025, no trade protection 

Konecny's name has come up in conversations more 
recently. He's in his second straight season of statistical 
decline, with 29 points in 47 games and only eight goals -- a 
far cry from when you could pencil him in for 24 goals every 
season. Changes obviously need to be made for the 
struggling Flyers, and it's easy to see what other teams 
might like in the tenacious winger. He's in the third year of a 
six-year deal that progressively gets richer as far as actual 
dollars. 

Tanner Pearson, LW, Vancouver Canucks 

Age: 29 | Stats: 47 GP | 8 G | 13 A | 21 P 
Contract: $3.25 million AAV, UFA in 2024, no-trade clause 

Pearson is in Vancouver because Jim Rutherford traded him 
there while general manager of the Penguins, in a 2019 
trade for Erik Gudbranson. Rutherford is now the president of 
hockey operations for the Canucks, and Pearson could be on 
the block again as the Canucks look to reshape their roster 
under the new regime. Pearson is a great depth addition with 
solid postseason experience. 
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Tomas Tatar, LW/RW, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 31 | Stats: 47 GP | 9 G | 11 A | 20 P 
Contract: $4.5 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade protection 

Tatar has given the Devils what they expected from a goal-
scoring perspective, although his 11 assists in 47 games is a 
tick down from his previous production. His AAV is a shade 
high given other options at the trade deadline. He could be 
more valuable to the Devils as a part of their top nine next 
season than as someone to trade this season. 

Vladimir Tarasenko, RW, St. Louis Blues 

Age: 30 | Stats: 44 GP | 18 G | 27 A | 45 P 
Contract: $7.5 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no-trade clause 

Tarasenko has had an emphatic "show me" season, quieting 
skeptics about his health and production with 45 points in 44 
games. His trade request from the Blues remains, and could 
be easier to fulfill with his stock this high. But every indication 
we've gotten is that a Tarasenko trade wouldn't happen until 
the offseason, if it happens at all. 

DEFENSEMEN FOR RENT 

Justin Braun, Philadelphia Flyers 

Age: 35 | Stats: 49 GP | 4 G | 9 A | 13 P 
Contract: $1.8 million AAV, UFA this summer, no trade 
protection 

It's like Braun was created in a lab as a "trade deadline 
defenseman." He's 35 years old, has 100 games of playoff 
experience, has an expiring contract with a very manageable 
cap hit and can play 20 minutes per game as a details-
oriented defensive defenseman. 

Ben Chiarot, Montreal Canadiens 

Age: 30 | Stats: 45 GP | 5 G | 4 A | 9 P 
Contract: $3.5 million AAV, UFA this summer, modified no-
trade clause (player submits a 10-team no-trade list) 

Every trade deadline, there's a player whose general public 
perception sharply diverges with his underlying numbers. 
Chiarot has a number of suitors because he's a physical, 
rugged defenseman who plays 23:18 per game on average. 
But the numbers tell us that he's been a defensive liability 
this season (2.99 expected goals per 60 minutes), playing 
without the sheltering of Shea Weber and a defenseman who 
takes way more penalties than he draws. However, teams 
like the Flames, Leafs, Bruins and Blues have all been linked 
to him. 

Calvin de Haan, Chicago Blackhawks 

Age: 30 | Stats: 48 GP | 1 G | 4 A | 5 P 
Contract: $4.55 AAV, UFA this summer, no trade protection 

A shot-blocking defenseman with 10 seasons of experience, 
de Haan's had a very solid season in a contract year while 
playing with Seth Jones and Connor Murphy primarily. He's 
also a solid player in the transition game. Someone's going 
to add him to their blue line and look smart for doing so -- as 
long as he stays healthy. 

Robert Hagg, Buffalo Sabres 

Age: 27 | Stats: 39 GP | 1 G | 5 A | 6 P 
Contract: $1.6 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Hagg isn't much more than a depth defenseman for a 
contender, and played at a sub-replacement level despite his 
highest career ice time (17:15) for the Sabres. He had better 
days with the Flyers in his previous four seasons, and if a 
team can tap into that he could be a good depth addition. 

Mark Giordano, Seattle Kraken 

Age: 38 | Stats: 45 GP | 4 G | 17 A | 21 P 
Contract: $6.75 million AAV, UFA this summer, modified no-
trade clause (19 teams to which he can be traded) 

The first Kraken captain has a no-trade list of around 10 
teams, which is something Seattle knew when they selected 
him in the expansion draft for a potential deadline move. 
There are plenty of teams that would love to add a veteran 
puck-moving blueliner with Giordano's intangibles. Keep an 
eye on the Panthers here. 

Hampus Lindholm, Anaheim Ducks 

Age: 28 | Stats: 50 GP | 5 G | 15 A | 20 P 
Contract: $5,205,556 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

We knew where the previous regime stood on Lindholm, who 
has been the Ducks' best defenseman for the most of the 
last four seasons. He was a foundational player. Does new 
GM Pat Verbeek feel the same way, or does he feel that 
giving Lindholm the long-term deal he'll be seeking this 
summer -- one that'll take him into his mid-30s -- isn't part of 
the plan for the young Ducks? 

The smart money's on Lindholm re-upping with Anaheim, but 
if he's available, the lines to acquire him would dwarf those 
at Disneyland. 

John Klingberg, Dallas Stars 

Age: 29 | Stats: 42 GP | 1 G | 25 A | 26 P 
Contract: $4.25 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

A complicated call for GM Jim Nill. The Stars currently have 
a 50% chance of making the Stanley Cup Playoffs, per 
Money Puck. There are some days they look like contenders 
and other days when they look like a team on the precipice 
of a significant offseason makeover, partially due to pending 
UFAs like Klingberg. They need him to contend, but what he 
could bring back as a deadline rental could bolster the next 
phase for the franchise. 

The Hurricanes have been heavily linked to him, but watch 
the Maple Leafs and Panthers too. 

Nick Leddy, Detroit Red Wings 

Age: 30 | Stats: 46 GP | 1 G | 11 A | 12 P 
Contract: $5.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Leddy plays 21:18 per game on average for the Red Wings, 
and has been a veteran steadying presence for defensemen 
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like Filip Hronek and Moritz Seider. He's only 30, so it's 
feasible Detroit could continue using his services beyond this 
season. But presented with the right offer, GM Steve 
Yzerman probably makes the right move for the team's 
future rather than its present. 

Brett Kulak, Montreal Canadiens 

Age: 28 | Stats: 44 GP | 2 G | 9 A | 11 P 
Contract: $1.85 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

A big-bodied defenseman that can kill penalties. Frankly, 
he's been a better defenseman than Chiarot this season and 
would be available at a fraction of the contractual and 
transactional cost. 

Josh Manson, Anaheim Ducks 

Age: 30 | Stats: 43 GP | 3 G | 4 A | 7 P 
Contract: $4.1 million AAV, UFA in summer, modified no-
trade clause (player submits a 12-team no-trade list) 

What the Ducks decide to do with Lindholm inevitably has an 
impact on what they do with Manson, who has seemingly 
been in trade conversations for the last three seasons. He 
can play in a team's top four and averaged 19:44 for game 
for the Ducks. It's pretty obvious that his 37-point breakout in 
2017-18 was an anomaly, but he's having a strong defensive 
season. Manson reportedly has a 12-team no-trade list. 
Toronto has been interested for some time. 

Colin Miller, Buffalo Sabres 

Age: 29 | Stats: 32 GP | 2 G | 10 A | 12 P 
Contract: $3.875 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Miller is currently out with an injury but he's expected back 
for the Sabres before the trade deadline. A puck-moving 
defenseman with a booming shot, Miller hasn't been able to 
recapture the magic of his performance in the Golden 
Knights' inaugural season. Then again, neither have the 
Golden Knights. 

Rasmus Ristolainen, Philadelphia Flyers 

Age: 27 | Stats: 42 GP | 2 G | 9 A | 11 P 
Contract: $5.4 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

The Flyers acquired Ristolainen to add some physicality to 
the back end -- and physicality he has provided, leading the 
Flyers with 148 hits while skating 21:05 per game. The goal 
here for Philly is to find someone willing to pony up a first-
rounder for him, which was part of the package they sent to 
Buffalo to acquire him. They'll have to retain some of that 
cap hit to get it. 

P.K. Subban, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 32 | Stats: 47 GP | 3 G | 14 A | 17 P 
Contract: $9 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

It's been a quietly good season for a player who is anything 
but quiet. Subban has scored 16 of his 17 points at 5-on-5, 
and is on the positive side of expected goals percentage 

(51.2%). He doesn't have the wheels anymore but certainly 
has the shot. 

The Devils would have to pick up half his salary to even start 
a conversation about a trade ... but we're intrigued to see 
what Subban looks like going from the also-ran Devils to a 
contender. That man loves a spotlight. 

DEFENSEMEN WITH TERM 

Jakob Chychrun, Arizona Coyotes 

Age: 23 | Stats: 39 GP | 2 G | 9 A | 11 P 
Contract: $4.6 million AAV, UFA in 2025, no trade protection 

Chychrun clearly needs a change in scenery, and the 
Coyotes can clearly use the return they could collect by 
trading a 23-year-old, puck-moving defenseman who is 
locked into a favorable cap hit through 2025. 

This dud of a season -- 11 points in 39 games, minus-28 -- 
isn't going to torpedo his value, one year removed from 41 
points in 56 games. A team like the Kings has the picks, 
prospects and the need for his services on the left side of its 
defense. But the Kings will be far from the only suitor if GM 
Bill Armstrong commits to dealing this potential game-
changer at the deadline. 

Travis Dermott, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Age: 25 | Stats: 34 GP | 1 G | 3 A | 4 P 
Contract: $1.5 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade protection 

The Leafs are taking calls on Dermott, and it's not out of the 
question he could be moved. He's averaging 14:17 of ice 
time per game in 34 appearances this season, and could 
likely be had for a midlevel draft pick. 

Scott Mayfield, New York Islanders 

Age: 29 | Stats: 45 GP | 2 G | 11 A | 13 P 
Contract: $1.45 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade 
protection 

Mayfield is a sneaky total package player. He plays 
physically, throwing around his 6-foot-5 frame. He blocks a 
bunch of shots (5.06 per 60 minutes). He's not exactly a 
point producer, but his passing has steadily improved while 
playing 20 minutes per game. The cap hit's a beauty, too. 

All of this might lead one to wonder why the Islanders would 
give him up in a trade, which is why we'll remind you that 
interest from other teams doesn't always equate to a player 
being aggressively presented by his team. Frankly, he's 
exactly the kind of player Isles GM Lou Lamoriello would be 
looking to add. 

Brady Skjei, Carolina Hurricanes 

Age: 27 | Stats: 49 GP | 7 G | 14 A | 21 P 
Contract: $5.25 million AAV, UFA in 2024, modified no-trade 
clause (player submits a 10-team no-trade list) 

Skjei has been a primary defenseman for the Hurricanes, 
skating 20:51 per game and partnering with Brett Pesce 
most of the season. His individual defensive play has been 
sub-replacement level, especially as a penalty killer, but he's 
valuable to them. Hence, we'd expect Skjei to move if the 
Canes upgrade their defense corps with someone like 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2022 

 

Klingberg, for example. But that could be complicated by 
Skjei having a 10-team no-trade list. 

Jeff Petry, Montreal Canadiens 

Age: 34 | Stats: 43 GP | 3 G | 7 A | 10 P 
Contract: $6.25 million AAV, UFA in 2025, no-movement 
clause 

It's always helpful when general managers drop the façade 
and cut to the chase. "Jeff Petry, if we can find a trade that 
works for us and another team, we're going to do it. But it 
has to work," said Montreal Canadiens GM Kent Hughes last 
Wednesday. 

In the span of a year, Petry went from the Norris Trophy 
radar to a blue-line pariah for the Canadiens. He has 10 
points in 43 games for them this season, which would be his 
lowest points-per-game rate since 2013-14. Sportsnet's Eric 
Engels has reported that the Stars and Red Wings have 
shown interest. At 34 years old, and with that contract 
looking elephantine based on recent output, the market for 
Petry's services should be interesting. 

Damon Severson, New Jersey Devils 

Age: 27 | Stats: 48 GP | 6 G | 21 A | 27 P 
Contract: $4,166,666 million AAV, UFA in 2023, no trade 
protection 

Severson deserves a mention here if only because there so 
many teams have checked in on him over the past few 
mediocre Devils seasons. But he's their leader in ice time 
(23:31) and is having the best offensive season of his career. 
At 27 years old, he could very much be a part of what they're 
building vs. being someone they trade for more construction 
material. He has been fantasy-casted as a Toronto Maple 
Leaf for the better part of two years. 

GOALTENDERS 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Chicago Blackhawks 

Age: 37 | Stats: 38 GP | 16-18-4 | 0.912 SV% | 2.80 GAA 
Contract: $7 million AAV, UFA in summer, modified no-trade 
clause 

Fleury has started to address the potential of being traded at 
the deadline, knowing that he holds the cards. He has a 10-
team no-trade list; and much like his decision to report to the 
Blackhawks after Vegas traded him there, he's going to play 
only where he wants to play. "If I move, I would love a 
chance to win," he told reporters on Feb. 16. "But it's still a 
big 'if' at this point." 

The Chicago Sun-Times reports that the Capitals' status as 
Fleury front-runners "has cooled somewhat," but they remain 
the most logical choice. Every scenario imaginable has been 
thrown out there regarding Fleury -- from Edmonton Oilers 
savior to reunions with either the Penguins or the Golden 
Knights. One team worth watching is the Minnesota Wild, 
who continue to defend better than the goaltending would 
indicate. He would be an upgrade over Cam Talbot, a boon 
to a burgeoning contender and GM Bill Guerin knows him 
well from their days in Pittsburgh. 

Anton Forsberg, Ottawa Senators 

Age: 29 | Stats: 23 GP | 10-8-2 | 0.916 SV% | 2.78 GAA 
Contract: $900,000 AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Forsberg has been good on a mediocre team, with a .916 
save percentage and nine goals saved above average. 
There's about an equal chance the Senators bring him back 
next season as there is that they flip him at the deadline. 
Combine his cap hit and expiring contract with the fact that 
there are so few options available among goalies, and that 
could equal a tidy return for GM Pierre Dorion. 

Alexandar Georgiev, New York Rangers 

Age: 26 | Stats: 20 GP | 7-7-2 | 0.898 SV% | 2.99 GAA 
Contract: $2.425 million AAV, RFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Igor Shesterkin closed the road that Georgiev had been 
traveling toward becoming a starter for the Rangers. The 
New York Post reports that "given that the club will not be 
able to qualify him this summer when his contract expires, he 
will be on track to become a free agent." One assumes this 
means he'll be on the move before the trade deadline, even 
if the Rangers will be selling low during his barely above 
replacement level season (.898 save percentage). 

Thomas Greiss, Detroit Red Wings 

Age: 36 | Stats: 18 GP | 8-7-1 | 0.902 SV% | 3.17 GAA 
Contract: $3.6 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Greiss is having a sub-replacement season for the Red 
Wings (.902), but teams in the market for a veteran backup 
insurance policy could do a lot worse, especially since Greiss 
does have some playoff experience, too. 

Jaroslav Halak, Vancouver Canucks 

Age: 36 | Stats: 11 GP | 2-5-2 | 0.899 SV% | 2.93 GAA 
Contract: $1.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, no-move clause 

If Halak was available, contenders would be lining up for the 
veteran goaltender who has earned the reputation as a big-
stage goalie in the playoffs and international play -- 
especially at that cap hit on an expiring contract. But he has 
a full no-movement clause, and multiple reports have 
indicated that Halak doesn't intend to waive it. The Canucks 
will certainly continue to pester him to do so as the deadline 
approaches. 

Braden Holtby, Dallas Stars 

Age: 32 | Stats: 23 GP | 9-10-1 | 0.912 SV% | 2.78 GAA 
Contract: $2 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

Holtby signed a one-year deal with Dallas last offseason, 
seeking some image rehab after an abject disaster of a 
season with the Canucks. It worked, as Holtby has a .912 
save percentage and six goals saved above average. Jake 
Oettinger is going to earn more and more starts down the 
stretch, but there's a chance the Stars keep Holtby as they 
continue their playoff push. If they don't ... well, there are 
more than a few Washington Capitals fans voicing their 
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desire to see a reunion with the goalie who brought them the 
franchise's lone Stanley Cup in 2018. 

Martin Jones, Philadelphia Flyers 

Age: 32 | Stats: 18 GP | 6-9-2 | 0.898 SV% | 3.58 GAA 
Contract: $2 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

The Oilers were one of the teams that checked in on Jones 
earlier this season and found the terms rather high for a sub-
replacement goalie this season. But his experience as a 
regular-season and playoff starter means the Flyers can 
keep that price high if some of the bigger names on the 
goalie market never materialize as options. 

Anton Khudobin, Dallas Stars 

Age: 35 | Stats: 9 GP | 3-4-1 | 0.879 SV% | 3.63 GAA 
Contract: $3,333,333 million AAV, UFA in 2023, modified no-
trade clause 

Khudobin was sent to the AHL after clearing waivers earlier 
this season, and has remained there save for a brief return to 
the NHL on the Stars' taxi squad. He has played a bit better 
with the Texas Stars, but that second contract year for a 
goalie whose numbers have cratered over the past two 
seasons isn't one teams will want to swallow. 

Joonas Korpisalo, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Age: 27 | Stats: 18 GP | 6-8-0 | 0.887 SV% | 3.82 GAA 
Contract: $2.8 million AAV, UFA in summer, no trade 
protection 

With Elvis Merzlikins and Daniil Tarasov as the goalie 
tandem of the future, it's difficult to imagine a scenario in 
which Korpisalo isn't traded before the deadline. He hits UFA 
status in the offseason and has been available in trade talks 
for most of the season. 

Mikko Koskinen, Edmonton Oilers 

Age: 33 | Stats: 28 GP | 17-8-2 | 0.899 SV% | 3.13 GAA 
Contract: $4.5 million AAV, UFA in summer, modified no-
trade clause 

If the Oilers are going to trade for a goalie, one assumes 
they'll move out Koskinen and his cap hit to one of the 16 
teams that aren't covered by his no-trade clause. Money in, 
money out. And no one is taking Mike Smith off their hands, 
which means it's Koskinen who likely goes. 

Semyon Varlamov, New York Islanders 

Age: 33 | Stats: 14 GP | 3-9-1 | 0.916 SV% | 2.57 GAA 
Contract: $5 million AAV, UFA in 2023, modified no-trade list 

Two quick facts about the Islanders: They have a less-than-
8% chance of making the playoffs, per Money Puck, and 26-
year-old Ilya Sorokin is now their starting goaltender. 
Varlamov has played well when he has played (.916 save 
percentage and 5.1 goals saved above average), but it's 
hard to imagine he's in their plans beyond next season. 
Given the dearth of options at this trade deadline, the 
Islanders would be wise to field offers on the former Vezina 
Trophy finalist.
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NHL Power Rankings: Flames becoming contenders; Predators slumping 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Calgary Flames keep climbing toward the top thanks to a 12-
2-0 run over their past 14 games, including a nine-game 
winning streak entering the week. That stretch has included 
big wins against other top teams Florida (5-1), Toronto (5-2), 
Vegas (6-0), and St. Louis (7-1). They entered the season 
looking like a bubble playoff team but have taken off under 
Darryl Sutter in his second stop with the team. 

Calgary boasts one of the league’s best top-line duos in 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, and already made 
a significant move to strengthen their depth by getting Tyler 
Toffoli from the Montreal Canadiens. Add in their strong 
defensive player under Sutter and excellent goaltending and 
they are starting to look like a team that can make a deep 
run in the playoffs. 

Elsewhere, the Colorado Avalanche maintain their hold on 
the top spot while the Nashville Predators go through a 
slump that has seen them drop down a few spots thanks to a 
stretch that has seen them go 4-7-2 over the past month. 

We look at all of that and more in this week’s rankings. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). After a slow start 
Darcy Kuemper has very quietly put things together. He and 
Pavel Francouz both have save percentages north of .920 
for the season. They get that level of goaltending this is as 
complete of a team as you will find in the NHL. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 2). They already have nine players 
with at least 10 goals this season, including six with at least 
15 goals. Just an insanely deep offense. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 4). Andrei Svechnikov‘s big 
breakout season is happening as he chases the 40-goal 
mark. 

4. Minnesota Wild (LW: 3). Kirill Kaprizov is going to be worth 
every penny of that contract he signed over the summer. 
Franchise changing player. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 5). Do you know who has 
quietly had a very good season here? Corey Perry. He 
should score 20 goals this season. 

6. Calgary Flames (LW: 8). Not getting a lot of attention but 
they have the look of a team that ends up in the Western 
Conference Final and everybody asks “wow where did they 
come from?” 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 7). Their stars are playing great 
and they did a nice job building around them. They are still 
going to get a nightmare First Round playoff matchup that 
will dictate the entire narrative around them. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 6). The power play has taken a 
step back these past two games, and it has cost them 
against Toronto and Carolina. 

9. New York Rangers (LW: 9). Igor Shesterkin has done 
everything else for them this season so it would have been 
really fitting if he had added “goal scorer” to his resume. 
They should really be aggressive at the NHL trade deadline 
to try to improve their forward depth. 

10. St. Louis Blues (LW: 10). Ville Husso should be the guy 
here. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 12). Jack Eichel has looked 
great so far since making his debut this past week, and that 
is fantastic news for the Golden Knights. They need him to 
be a difference maker and he absolutely has the potential 
and ability be that. 

12. Washington Capitals (LW: 14). We should probably pay 
more attention to the fact that Evgeny Kuznetsov has had a 
really strong bounce back season. He and the Capitals both 
needed that. 

13. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 17). They have looked like a 
different team since the coaching staff, but that game against 
Minnesota on Sunday shows they still have some real flaws 
that should be addressed. 

14. Boston Bruins (LW: 13). They are back to being a one-
line team and that is not good. Fortunately that one line is 
great. When they are all in the lineup, that is. 

15. Nashville Predators (LW: 11). They have struggled for a 
month now. Cause for concern or just the type of lull that 
comes with an 82-game season? 

16. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 16). On the playoff bubble, but I 
like their chances with the way they defend and their center 
depth. 

17. Dallas Stars (LW: 15). Such a difficult team to 
understand. They were rolling, and then lost to Arizona. Can 
not lose that game. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 19). They always seem to 
overachieve, and right now Patrik Laine is rolling. Get him 
signed. 

19. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 20). Bit of a disappointment right 
now. They need a big second half from Connor Hellebuyck. 
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20. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 21). The performance of the 
rookies (Lucas Raymond and Mortiz Seider) has 
overshadowed the great season Dylan Larkin is having. 

21. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 18). The playoffs seem like they 
might be slipping away, but still a nice season of progress 
here. 

22. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 22). The question is now 
starting to shift to who gets traded over the next month. 
Something major like J.T. Miller or Brock Boeser? That 
would be significant to the long-term outlook of the team. 

23. New York Islanders (LW: 23). Even with above average 
goaltending this team has been bad. Just not their year. 

24. Ottawa Senators (LW: 25). The best development here 
this season is Matt Murray maybe getting back on track. With 
that contract they need him to be good. 

25. San Jose Sharks (LW: 24). The playoffs are starting to 
seem out of reach, which turns all of the attention to what 
happens with Tomas Hertl and his contract situation. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 27). No player should be off 
limits in trade talks over the next month. See what offers you 
get for everybody. 

27. Seattle Kraken (LW: 26). Joonas Donskoi with only one 
goal in 50 games might be the most baffling development on 
this team. Outside of the goaltending that is. 

28. New Jersey Devils (LW: 29). Mackenzie Blackwood 
regressing so much the past two seasons has to be a major 
disappointment. Seemed like he was a big part of the plan to 
get this team back to contention and relevance. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 28). At this point it really seems 
to just be a matter of where and when Claude Giroux gets 
traded and not if he gets traded. 

30. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 30). There are definitely some 
positive developments here this season. Jeff Skinner‘s 
bounce back. Tage Thompson having a nice year. Alex Tuch 
and Peyton Krebs looking good in their initial debuts after the 
Jack Eichel trade. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). They have beaten some really 
good teams this season and really handed Dallas a 
significant defeat this week. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 32). Cole Caufield looks like 
the player Montreal wanted Cole Caufield to be since the 
hiring of Martin St. Louis as head coach. Very important 
development there.
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NHL Power Rankings: Panthers reclaim top stop amid heated battle in Atlantic Division  

The Florida Panthers are back on top... for now 

By Austin Nivison  

As has been noted more than once in these Power 
Rankings, the Eastern Conference playoff race has been 
over. That said, the battle for seeding atop the Atlantic 
Division will be key. 

Three teams from the Atlantic -- the Florida Panthers, 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning -- are in the 
top six of this week's rankings. Based on the NHL's playoff 
format, one of those teams is going home in the first round, 
barring a major surge from the Boston Bruins. The Panthers 
will be tough to catch for the No. 1 seed in that division, but 
avoiding the No. 2 or No. 3 seed should be plenty of 
motivation for the Lightning and Maple Leafs to make a run 
at it. 

As things stand currently, Tampa is five points behind Florida 
with one game in hand, while Toronto is seven points behind 
with two games in hand. The Lightning have just one head-
to-head matchup left with the Panthers, but the Maple Leafs 
will get three more cracks at them before the regular season 
ends. 

As the top of the Atlantic Division flexes its muscle, here are 
the updated NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Panthers  

Whenever Florida gets bumped 
out of this top spot, it doesn't 
stay down for long. The 
Panthers stole the spotlight last 
week with road wins over the 
Hurricanes, Wild and 
Blackhawks. Aaron Ekblad 
played hero with an overtime 
goal in Carolina as he keeps 
building on his career year.  

1  
35-
10-5  

2  Avalanche  

The Avs suffered their first 
regulation loss in what felt like 
years against the Stars, but they 
immediately rattled off two 
straight wins. One of those came 
against the Golden Knights in 
Jack Eichel's debut. The 
Avalanche just seem like they 
are a tier or two above every 
team in the Western 
Conference.  

1  
36-
10-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

3  Flames  

The Flames simply cannot miss 
right now. They have won nine 
straight games, and new 
addition Tyler Toffoli scored in 
his Calgary debut. Not only is 
this team getting elite results, 
but the process is head and 
shoulders above any other team 
in the NHL too. Since Jan. 1, 
Calgary owns a dominant 
expected goals share of 59.17% 
at five-on-five.  

6  
30-
13-6  

4  Rangers  

It has been about two weeks 
since I mentioned Igor 
Shesterkin, so that means I'm 
overdue. In his last five starts, 
Shesterkin has saved 8.18 goals 
above expected. What's more 
encouraging than that is the fact 
that the Rangers are playing 
better in front of him than they 
were earlier in the season.  

1  
32-
13-5  

5  
Maple 
Leafs  

Auston Matthews just had a 
nine-game point streak snapped, 
and throughout that run he 
notched eight goals and 18 
points. Matthews is making a 
serious Hart Trophy case. His 
13.89 expected goals at five-on-
five are second in the league 
and ahead of Connor McDavid, 
despite playing four fewer 
games.  

1  
32-
14-3  

6  Lightning  

After hanging six goals on the 
Devils, the Lightning are in the 
middle of a week off as they get 
some rest before the schedule 
picks up next month. In the first 
13 days of March, the Bolts have 
to play eight games.  

1  
32-
11-6  

7  Wild  

Since being called up in early 
January, rookie Matt Boldy has 
been a tremendously effective 
player for an already stacked 
Wild lineup. Boldy has 14 points 
in 15 games played, and 

4  
31-
13-3  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Minnesota controls 55.51% of 
the expected goals with him on 
the ice at five-on-five.  

8  Hurricanes  

Carolina rebounded nicely after 
its 1-2-1 stretch to start the 
month of February. The 
Hurricanes did blow a late lead 
in an overtime loss to the 
Panthers, but they can be 
forgiven for that. The Canes 
closed the week with wins over 
the Predators and Penguins to 
get back on track.  

--  
35-
11-4  

9  Penguins  

Sidney Crosby became the 46th 
member of the 500-goal club last 
week, and it was rather 
unsurprising that the historic tally 
came against the Flyers. 
Throughout his career, Crosby 
has dominated the Flyers with 
50 goals and 119 points in 79 
games against them.  

5  
31-
13-8  

10 Blues  

The Blues' acquisition of Pavel 
Buchnevich looks better and 
better with each passing day. He 
is now tied for the team lead in 
points with 45, and St. Louis 
controls 52.25% of the expected 
goals when Buchnevich is on the 
ice at five-on-five.  

1  
29-
14-6  

11 Bruins  

This may not come as much of a 
shock, but the Bruins' offense 
has gone cold with Brad 
Marchand out of the lineup. 
Boston is averaging 1.4 goals 
per game over the last five 
games. Luckily for them, 
Marchand will be returning from 
his suspension in a couple of 
games. Still, this stretch 
illustrates some of the issues the 
Bruins have had with depth 
scoring.  

1  
29-
17-4  

12 
Golden 
Knights  

Jack Eichel made his Vegas 
debut last week, and he scored 
in the team's win over the 
Sharks, but injuries continue to 
plague the club. Mark Stone was 
recently placed on long-term IR, 
so the Golden Knights have yet 
to play any meaningful stretch of 
games at full strength. The 
Flames have already passed 

2  
29-
18-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Vegas in the Pacific, and the 
Oilers and Kings aren't far 
behind.  

13 Stars  

The Stars have surged back into 
playoff position, and they may 
continue to ride Jake Oettinger 
in net for the time being. In 
Dallas' big win over the 
Avalanche, Oettinger allowed 
just one goal on 4.53 expected 
goals against.  

1  
27-
20-2  

14 Capitals  

Peter Laviolette had a big week 
against two of his former teams. 
First, he got his 700th NHL win 
in his first game in Nashville 
since the Predators. Then, the 
Capitals had a furious comeback 
in the closing moments to beat 
the Flyers. Laviolette probably 
got some satisfaction out of 
those wins, but more 
importantly, the Capitals got four 
key points in the standings.  

3  
28-
15-9  

15 Kings  

Everything is starting to come 
together for the Kings at the right 
time. Since Jan. 1, Los Angeles 
has posted a record of 11-5-2 
with an expected goals share of 
57.06% at five-on-five, which is 
second in the league behind 
only the Flames. It seems like 
the Kings are here to stay.  

--  
26-
17-7  

16 Oilers  

The Oilers are 5-1-0 since Jay 
Woodcroft took over, and they 
are averaging four goals per 
game. Woodcroft could have the 
magic touch, or the Oilers' 30th 
ranked shooting percentage 
from Jan. 1 through Feb. 10 is 
finally starting to regress to a 
normal level.  

4  
28-
19-3  

17 Predators  

The Predators have now lost 
four straight games, and their 
play at five-on-five has really 
started to slide. From the start of 
the season through Dec. 31, the 
Preds were 10th in the NHL in 
five-on-five expected goals 
share (52.41%). Since Jan. 1, 
Nashville ranks 17th in that 
category (48.92%), and the 
record reflects it. The team's 
defense is still relatively strong, 

4  
28-
18-4  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

but the offense has fallen off a 
cliff.  

18 Jets  

Winnipeg got a pair of huge 
back-to-back wins against the 
Wild and the Kraken, but those 
were also sandwiched in 
between devastating losses to 
the Blackhawks and Oilers. 
Between a poor team shooting 
percentage and a leaky defense, 
the Jets are having a hard time 
climbing back into the playoff 
race.  

2  
22-
20-8  

19 Canucks  

Is Elias Pettersson finally 
starting to get going? He has 
eight points in his last five 
games, and that is a sight for 
sore eyes in Vancouver. 
Pettersson should be a 
foundational piece for the 
Canucks in the future, so they 
need him to break out of his funk 
this year.  

--  
24-
22-6  

20 Ducks  

The Ducks ended a four-game 
losing streak with a win over the 
Canucks, but they are now in a 
very tenuous position as far as 
the playoffs go. Anaheim has 
been bumped from the second 
Wild Card spot by the Kings, and 
that sets up a major showdown 
between the California rivals on 
Friday night.  

2  
24-
19-9  

21 
Blue 
Jackets  

The Blue Jackets have scored 
seven goals in back-to-back 
games, but I want to talk about 
someone with just two goals on 
the year. Jakub Voracek has 
always been more of a 
distributor than a scorer, but he 
has just two goals on the year. 
His shooting percentage of 2.3% 
is a career low by a wide margin 
and is 6.6% below his career 
average. Even for someone with 
a pass-first mentality like 
Voracek, that is stunningly low.  

1  
25-
23-1  

22 Red Wings  

Since coming over from the 
Hurricanes in the offseason, 
Alex Nedeljkovic has taken a 
step back statistically. His goals 
against average is above 3.00, 
his save percentage is below 

1  
23-
22-6  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

.910, and he has saved -2.48 
goals above average. Of course, 
that could very well be a product 
of playing behind a Detroit 
defense that gives up chances 
like it's going out of style.  

23 Senators  

Thomas Chabot recently hit IR, 
and the Senators have to hope 
that it's not a long-term issue. 
Outside of Chabot, the rest of 
the Ottawa blue line leaves a lot 
to be desired.  

2  
18-
26-5  

24 Islanders  

This last week was a tough one 
for the Islanders. Although they 
did get a win over the Bruins, the 
Isles also lost to the Sabres and 
the Canadiens. Now, we wait to 
see what the team does at the 
trade deadline after entering the 
season with some high 
expectations.  

1  
18-
20-7  

25 Blackhawks 

Lukas Reichel, the No. 17 
overall pick in the 2020 NHL 
Draft, was called up by the 
Blackhawks last week. He had a 
brief two-game stint earlier in the 
season, but it will be interesting 
to see whether he sticks this 
time. Considering where 
Chicago is in the standings, it's 
probably worth a shot to see 
how well Reichel's dominant 
AHL stats translate to the NHL 
level.  

2  
18-
26-8  

26 Sharks  

Brent Burns is having a brutal 
season at five-on-five. The 
Sharks are hemorrhaging 
chances with him on the ice. 
San Jose controls just 45.28% of 
the expected goals with Burns in 
the game, but to be fair, Mario 
Ferraro may not be an ideal 
partner for him on the blue line.  

2  
22-
22-5  

27 Sabres  

Buffalo may have found some 
chemistry with at least one line 
combination. The line of Alex 
Tuch, Tage Thompson, and Jeff 
Skinner is controlling 51.78% of 
the expected goals at five-on-
five, and they combined for six 
points in Thompson's hat trick 
effort against the Avalanche.  

4  
16-
27-8  
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28 Flyers  

It takes some digging to find a 
positive story about the Flyers, 
but that is what Gerry Mayhew 
has been for them recently. 
Mayhew is 29-years-old and has 
spent most of his career at the 
AHL level, but he has five goals 
in 15 games since being called 
up in late December.  

2  
15-
25-
10  

29 Devils  

Jack Hughes has now scored in 
three straight games, and he is 
averaging a point per game. The 
Devils raised some eyebrows 
when they signed Hughes to an 
eight-year deal worth a total of 
$64 million, but he is starting to 
look like a player worth that kind 
of investment.  

--  
17-
28-5  

30 Canadiens  

The Canadiens have won two 
straight games for the first time 
all season. One more and that's 
a winning streak. Not only that, 
but goaltender Andrew 

2  
11-
33-7  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Hammond started against the 
Islanders and got his first NHL 
win in almost four years. This is 
the best week that Habs fans 
have had all season.  

31 Coyotes  

In an effort to boost his own 
trade stock, Phil Kessel has 
tallied four points in his last three 
games. On the season, Kessel 
is third on the team in expected 
goals at five-on-five with 6.61. 
He will be a useful addition for 
any Stanley Cup contender.  

3  
13-
33-4  

32 Kraken  

Seattle dropped all three of its 
games last week, and it's time 
for the team to make the most 
out of this season by acquiring 
as much draft capital as possible 
between now and the trade 
deadline.  

6  
16-
32-4 
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Canes grind out gutsy win in Philadelphia 

The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t play their best hockey 
Monday afternoon in Philly, but two points are two points.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

“I don’t care how we get it. You want the two points.” 

Those were the first words Rod Brind’Amour said in his 
postgame media availability Monday after a 4-3 overtime win 
over the Philadelphia Flyers, a game where the Hurricanes 
were far, far from their best but still got the job done in the 
end.  

It’s a sentiment that rings true for a group playing its third 
game in four days, and second straight day in the afternoon, 
which managed to get seven of eight possible points in a 
really tough stretch.  

Monday’s outing wasn’t the best thing we’ve seen from the 
Hurricanes, but a great team did what great teams are going 
to have to do from time to time. It grinded its way to two 
hard-fought, gutsy points.  

The first period was atrocious from Carolina, which mustered 
just two weak shots from defensemen on net for the entire 
frame. But Philadelphia couldn’t capitalize, as Frederik 
Andersen, who finished the game with 38 saves, did his job 
to keep it scoreless after one.  

Things got better after the first, though the Canes were still 
far from perfect, as Nino Niederreiter lit the buzzer just 24 
seconds into the period to make it a 1-0 Carolina lead (the 
third first-minute goal in a period for the Canes in the past 
two days). 

But the lead didn’t last for long at all, as Philadelphia tied 
things at 1-1 also less than a minute into the second period 
thanks to a backhanded effort from Gerald Mayhew.  

The Canes settled in a bit after that though, outshooting and 
out-chancing the Flyers in the second period, and it paid off 
as Teuvo Teravainen made it 2-1. Andrei Svechnikov made 
an unbelievably strong play to lace a pass into the slot for 
Teravainen, whose finish wasn’t exactly the cleanest but 
counted all the same.  

The 2-1 lead held up for the remainder of the second period, 
thanks in big part to Andersen. The Hurricanes’ goalie made 

a couple of very strong saves late in the frame to preserve 
the lead.  

Philly tied it up five minutes into the third period, though, as a 
former member of the Canes found the back of the net to 
make it 2-2. Isaac Ratcliffe made a great play to fire a puck 
across net, and Patrick Brown was there to clean it up on the 
other side for the goal.  

But as the Flyers did after the Canes’ opener, Carolina 
answered back pretty quickly and regained the lead. Ian Cole 
did good work to throw a puck towards the net, and it found 
the stick of Vincent Trocheck, who backhanded past Jones 
to make it 3-2 less than two minutes after Brown’s equalizer.  

The Canes suffered a costly fight later in the game, as Cole 
and Zack MacEwan dropped the gloves and got the five-
minute major that comes along with that.  

For the Hurricanes, that meant a shorthanded D-corps got 
even more shorthanded, as Tony DeAngelo left the game 
early with an upper-body injury and never returned. 
Philadelphia took advantage of that, as Oskar Lindblom 
scored to tie it at 3-3 with under five minutes to play after a 
bad turnover by Svechnikov.  

The game went to overtime where the Hurricanes controlled 
the puck for the entirety of the first two minutes, only giving it 
away after a questionable potential tripping against Trocheck 
that wasn’t called.  

That’s where Andersen came in and shined his brightest, 
winning the Hurricanes the second point in the standings 
with a flurry of unbelievable saves.  

With Andersen keeping things alive, Trocheck made a 
beautiful pass across the ice to Brett Pesce, who somehow 
managed to control the puck and slot it past Martin Jones, 
who stopped 27 of 31 shots faced in the game.  

The Canes grinded out the win Monday, the second 
afternoon win in Pennsylvania in as many days.  

The reward? Three much-needed days off before Carolina 
returns to the ice Friday night at home against the Blue 
Jackets.

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2022 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Slavin, Pesce on OT win in Philly 

The Canes grinded out a 4-3 win in Philly Monday afternoon, 
beating the Flyers on a Brett Pesce overtime winner.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes finished up an odd back-to-back 
Monday afternoon with a gutsy 4-3 win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers, as Brett Pesce won it in overtime after Frederik 
Andersen made some incredible saves to keep the Canes 
alive.  

Playing their third game in four days, and second afternoon 
game in a row, the Canes didn’t quite have their best stuff 
Monday afternoon, but two points are two points. Nino 
Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen had 
the three regulation goals before Pesce won the game.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Niederreiter, Jaccob Slavin and Pesce spoke with members 
of the media.  

Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting the two points: I don’t care how we get it. You 
want the two points. I didn’t like the game. We were terrible 
to start the game. It’s kind of what I thought might happen. A 
lot of games in this week with four in six days. We’re coming 
off an emotional game last night. It’s set up. Exactly how that 
went was kind of what you expected. Freddie was good. He 
kept us in the game in the first period. We kind of started 
getting a little better as the game went on. Not much, but 
Freddie kept us in there. We got a couple of bounces. We 
killed some good penalties. In overtime we were ok. It wasn’t 
a great game by us, but you’re not going to have beautiful 
games every night. It’s just not going to happen. It was a 
good win. 

On getting seven points in four games during this tough 
stretch: I ask a lot of these guys, and they give it every night. 
Tonight we just didn’t have it, you could tell. The fact that 
they still found a way to build some sort of game. Again, our 
D, when one guy goes down and we get put in the penalty 
box and we’re four guys playing for all these minutes. It says 
a lot about those guys. 

On Trocheck’s effort and his ability to grind it out: That’s what 
I’m talking about. We have a bunch of these type of players. 
You could tell we didn’t have a lot of energy and juice. These 
guys dig in. Our D, [Jordan Staal]. There’s a lot of guys that 
kind of drag us to the end of this game and find a way to get 
it done. 

On if there’s anything he can say or do when the team 
doesn’t have that ‘juice’: Not really. You’re staying stuff all 
the time, and then at some point you realize that it doesn’t 
matter. You’re thinking ‘well ok, we’re gonna have to get 
scored on for us to get going.’ There’s always something to 
get us going. We got through the first, so then it was like ‘ok, 
we can regroup a little bit.’ I think the guys all understand. 
They know we’re not playing the right way. We slowly built 
the game in the second and third period to compete with the 
other team, and we got one more than they did.  

On Andersen: He’s been great. The goals that went in, we 
shot the first one in ourselves, right? The other one is 
questionable banging around, we’re debating whether we 
call goalie interference. Those are the ones that beat him. He 
got us two points tonight, for sure.  

On the puck management in overtime: It was great. The only 
time they got it was when they tripped us. We had the puck 
and got tripped, and then all of a sudden it became 
somewhat of their show for a while. We got it back, and it 
was a great shot and play by Pesce. All of those minutes and 
he’s still able to jump up in the play like that. We’ve got some 
special guys here.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On the early period scoring: I think for us we know we have 
to lead the way when we get the first shift and set the tone as 
much as we can. It’s been working over the last couple of 
games. It’s something we try to do. We are all veterans on 
our line, so we try to move the team in the right direction. 

On having all hands on deck to get through a second straight 
afternoon game: Yeah, absolutely. Our record hasn’t been 
very good on back-to-backs. We know coming into this game 
that it’s going to be a tough game. They’re obviously still 
fighting for a playoff spot. For us, we’ve just got to make sure 
we stay the course and do the little things right. It’s a tough 
game. We didn’t play as good as we wanted to, but we got 
the win and that’s what matters. 

On being able to close out these games where the other 
team battles back: There were times during this game where 
I thought we played very well, and they kept coming back. 
For us, it was a good test. I think we’ve got to make sure we 
close out games in regulation, obviously. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On guys stepping up: It’s huge. We talk about the depth that 
we have on this team all the time. Forwards, goaltending, 
defense, whatever it is. Guys get the opportunity to come in 
and play huge games. It’s unfortunate, especially with the 
[Brendan Smith] incident. That’s tough to watch. But we’ve 
got guys who step up and play big games. It’s huge to see 
that, and the contribution from everyone is always good to 
see. 

On this being a ‘gutsy’ win: It wasn’t pretty. I don’t think we 
got to our best hockey at any point tonight. We definitely 
grinded it out. We had some high-end skill plays that got us 
some goals. A couple lucky bounces as well. It’s two points, 
and that’s all that matters.  

On if there’s any concern with the team right now and on the 
vibe: I wouldn’t say there’s any concern. As a team, we set 
ourselves to a high standard. [Brind’Amour] holds us to a 
high standard, as well. We know the team that we have 
within those walls. When we’re not playing our game, 
obviously with the outcomes we’ve had over the past couple 
weeks you’ve seen that. As a team, I wouldn’t say that the 
vibe is bad by any means, but we know we all have better to 
give. We know if we want to reach our goal by the end of the 
year we can’t be taking nights off. We’ve got to be 
consistent.  
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On if he’s ever surprised anymore by the saves Andersen is 
able to make: No. Surprised, no. But thankful? Absolutely. 
It’s nice to have him back there.  

Brett Pesce 

On getting the winner after the tough last two days minutes 
wise: It’s a good feeling for sure. I think I’m more relieved 
that the games are over, to be honest. Four D, that’s tough. 
I’m not going to lie. It’s a good feeling. We worked hard the 
last two games, man. We didn’t quit on anything. It starts 
with our goaltending. Antti [Raanta] was great yesterday. 
Freddie with those saves at the end was incredible. It’s a 
good few days.  

On grinding out this win: Yeah, exactly. I didn’t think we had 
our best today. But you’re not going to have your best in an 

82 game season. Good teams find ways to win, and we did 
that.  

On his overtime winner: [Trocheck] had some gap on their D, 
and I knew he kind of had the time to make a play. I had a 
step on their guy, and he kind of just threw it over. I knew it 
was in the air, so I had to try to bat it down to control it. More 
luck than anything, but thankfully I settled it down and just 
tried to put it on net.  

On the stretch late in regulation when they were down to four 
defensemen: It’s not easy, especially on a back-to-back. 
When you go down to four D, it’s always tough. Sometimes it 
makes it more fun. You’re going out every other shift. You 
don’t even have time to think. You’re just kind of playing. 
Your instincts take over. You ask anybody, the more minutes 
you play the more fun you’re going to have. It wasn’t too bad.

 

 

 

Noesen honored by the AHL 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that right wing 
Stefan Noesen has been selected as the American Hockey 
League’s Player of the Week for games played Feb 14-20. 

Noesen struck for six goals in three games to regain the AHL 
lead in goals with 28 markers in just 41 games. The 29-year-
old Plano, Texas, native scored five of those goals in a 20-
hour, 40-minute stretch of real time to help the Wolves earn 
a two-game weekend sweep of the Iowa Wild at Allstate 
Arena. 

Noesen’s week began with a power-play goal Tuesday 
versus Milwaukee. He then produced his first professional 
hat trick Saturday night as the Wolves rallied to beat Iowa 5-
3. On Sunday afternoon, Noesen scored in the first and the 
second periods as the Wolves raced to a 5-1 victory. 

The Ottawa Senators’ first-round pick in the 2011 NHL Entry 
Draft has been on a hot streak for more than two months. 
Starting with his marker in a win Dec. 5 at Iowa, Noesen has 
reeled off 23 goals in his last 22 AHL games. His spree 

includes eight multi-goal efforts and his current four-game 
goal and seven-game point streaks are tied for the longest of 
his nine-year pro career. 

When paired with captain Andrew Poturalski’s Player of the 
Week awards in October and December, this marks the first 
time since 2006-07 the Wolves have earned three AHL 
Player of the Week nods in the same season. 

Noesen and the rest of the Wolves will practice outdoors at 
11 a.m. Tuesday at the Chicago Wolves Ice Rink in 
Rosemont’s Parkway Bank Park Entertainment District and 
the public is welcome to attend. The Central Division leaders 
visit second-place Manitoba Saturday and Sunday before 
returning to Allstate Arena Wednesday, March 2, to face 
Texas. To get the Craft Beer package that features a game 
ticket, three beers and a T-shirt for one low price, click here 
or email a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258623418.html 

https://theathletic.com/3136362/2022/02/22/loose-pucks-overanalyzing-everything-the-hurricanes-do-sat-line-supremacy-pyotr-kochetkov-gets-
feisty-and-more/ 

https://theathletic.com/3141977/2022/02/22/for-nhl-goaltenders-stretching-the-bodys-limits-comes-at-a-cost-its-not-too-natural/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/weary-hurricanes-beat-flyers-on-pesces-ot-winner/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-pesce-scores-overtime-winner-in-phiadelphia/c-331049498 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-flyers-game-recap/c-330975132 

https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-106295560a2fcce8c04963ebd45b91f4 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/33341939/nhl-trade-deadline-2022-tiers-forwards-defensemen-goalies-available 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/02/21/nhl-power-rankings-calgary-flames-becoming-contenders-nashville-predators-slumping/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/why-jack-eichels-return-can-vault-the-golden-knights-to-their-first-stanley-cup-victory/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/21/22944856/canes-grind-out-gutsy-win-in-philadelphia 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/21/22944940/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-slavin-pesce-on-ot-win-in-philly 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/21/noesen-honored-by-the-ahl/ 
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Canes handle Flyers in OT, win another nail-biter. Here’s what went right 
on Monday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were playing their third game in four days. They 
had lost another defenseman to injury. The minutes were adding up, the 
lungs burning and legs hurting. 

But the Canes, in the end, had just enough energy left Monday to beat 
the Philadelphia Flyers. Brett Pesce’s goal with 18 seconds left in 
overtime gave Carolina 4-3 victory and another two points for the 
Metropolitan Divisions leaders. 

“It’s a good feeling for sure,” Pesce said. ”More a relief the game is over, 
to be honest. I’m not going to lie. We were tired but we didn’t quit on 
anything. You’re not going to always have your best in an 82-game 
season but good teams find ways to win.” 

The Canes would not have won had goalie Frederik Andersen not made 
some huge stops in the overtime — the last of his 38 saves. As Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “He got us two points for sure.” 

After an emotional win Sunday at Pittsburgh, the Canes (35-11-4) had 
what Brind’Amour called a “terrible” start Monday. But Nino Niederreiter 
and Teuvo Teravainen scored in the second period and Vincent 
Trocheck in the third as the Canes won a third straight game. 

Five takeaways from the game: 

▪ Just when it seemed the game might be headed to a shootout, Pesce 
ended it with a perfect play and shot. The Canes had the puck nearly all 
of the overtime and needed almost all of the OT to win it. But after 

Andersen came up big in the crease, Trocheck and Pesce teamed up for 
the winning goal, Pesce batting down a Trocheck pass and quickly 
settling the puck before lifting it past Martin Jones. 

“Great shot, great play by Pesce,” Brind’Amour said. “All those minutes 
and still to be able to jump up in the play like that, again, that’s what I talk 
about. We’ve got some special guys here.” 

▪ The Canes had to win without a defenseman again Monday. Against 
the Pens, Brendan Smith went out during the game. On Monday, it was 
Tony DeAngelo, who played two shifts in the second period before 
leaving with an injury. 

Smith took a shot off his helmet in a scary moment, and was taken to a 
hospital for evaluation. He was released and traveled to Philadelphia with 
the team, and Brind’Amour said he would be further evaluated in Raleigh. 

DeAngelo’s exit came after he took a big slapshot from the blue line early 
the second period, leaving with an upper-body injury. Big disappointment 
for the D-man, who had more than 100 family members and friends at 
the game. 

With DeAngelo out, Jaccob Slavin had 29 minutes of ice time, Pesce 
27:37 and Brady Skjei 25 minutes. 

▪ Teravainen is getting it cranked up. Since returning from a lower-body 
injury after the NHL All-Star break, the winger has two goals and six 
assists in a six-game point streak. 

The “SAT” line of Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Teravainen 
struck in the second period as Teravainen flashed in front of the net, took 
a perfectly placed backhand pass from Svechnikov and scored. 
Teravainen’s quick shot hit the skate of Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler 
and got past Jones for his 13th goal of the season. 

“I’m getting there,” Teravainen said Friday. “I feel like I always want to get 
better and I’m never happy about my game. I feel like I can always can 
get better.” 
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▪ A Pittsburgh hangover? It looked that way in the first for the Canes, who 
were outshot 11-2 and was credited with one scoring chance, which was 
generous. 

The Canes’ first shot on goal came from defenseman Ethan Bear with 
9:17 left in the period. The second shot came from Slavin. That was it. 

“It was a tough game and we didn’t play as good as we could but we got 
the win,” Niederreiter said. 

▪ The Canes can score ‘em quick, it appears. Niederreiter’s goal came 24 
seconds into the second period Monday — that a day after Jordan Staal 
and Jesper Fast each scored goals nine seconds into the second and 
third periods against the Penguins. 

It was the first time in NHL history a team has scored goals within the first 
10 seconds of a period in consecutive periods during a game. The Staal 
line now has three quick ones. 

“We know we have to kind of lead the way when we get the first shift,” 
Niederreiter said. 
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Freshly-spanked Edmonton Oilers about to face more measuring sticks 

 

Robert Tychkowski 
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Edmonton Oilers Zach Hyman (18) tries to get the puck under Minnesota 
Wild goalie Kaapo Kahkonen (34) during NHL action at Rogers Place in 
Edmonton, February 20, 2022. 

There’s nothing like a good spanking to send a team off on its toughest 
road trip of the season. 

If the Edmonton Oilers were looking for a final shot of confidence to get 
them ready for a wicked five-game, 11-day eastern road swing, Sunday’s 
7-3 loss to the Minnesota Wild wasn’t it. 

After five wins in a row under head coach Jay Woodcroft, they hit the loss 
column hard and fast, falling behind 4-0 before their night was eight shots 
old. 

It happens. It wasn’t pleasant, but just like they weren’t over the moon 
after those five-straight wins, they aren’t beating themselves up over 
getting pied in the face on home ice. 

“We’re about getting better every day,” said Woodcroft. “We’re not relying 
on what we did a week ago or what we did yesterday. We took our lumps 
against a good hockey team. We’re going to learn from it. 

“In between periods we talked about sticking together and grinding 
through those circumstances. Nobody was pointing fingers and there 
were no independent contractors out there. We ground through it as a 
team and we’re going to use it as a growth opportunity going forward.” 

Still, getting trounced in a measuring stick game like the one against 
Minnesota, in advance of three even longer measuring sticks to come in 
Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina, doesn’t sit well with anyone. It’s 
reasonable to assume the Oilers were a little low on gas in their fifth 
game in seven nights, but there is a style of game teams can play to 
grind through nights when they don’t have their legs. They just didn’t play 
it. 

“I don’t think we’re in the business of making excuses,” said Woodcroft. 
“The schedule is what the schedule is. Nobody in that room would go 

there. When you find yourself in situations like this, that’s why you have a 
structure.” 

As far confidence goes, the Oilers will need lots of it with games coming 
up against the powerhouses Lightning, Panthers and Hurricanes. 

The trip, which closes out in Philadelphia and Chicago, will very likely 
reveal who and what the Oilers really are. 

They’re excited about this. They want to prove what they already believe 
about themselves – that they belong among the best teams in the 
league. 

“That is always our mentality,” said Draisaitl. “We know that it is going to 
be a hard road trip with a lot of games against really good teams. 

“But those are the games you want to be in. Those are the challenges 
you get up for and the teams that we want to compare ourselves to 
eventually, or right now. It will be a good test for us to regroup, park this 
one and get back at it.” 

The Oilers are 10-3-1 in the last 14, dating back to the end of the Dave 
Tippett era. They feel they’ve been trending up and, aside from a few 
rather awkward stumbles – like the 4-1 and 4-0 losses coming out of the 
All-star break and the 7-3 beating Minnesota just laid on them, the recent 
body of work has them feeling good about their direction. 

“We are excited to get on the road,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse. 
“First and foremost, playing good teams always brings your jump and 
your passion. You want to have a good road trip. 

“We have some practices and will be able to work on some of the 
systems that have been implemented in the last couple of weeks and 
grow our game. 

“We have done some really good things and there are areas that we still 
need to clean up at the same time. With practices and reps and 
becoming more and more familiar with the system, we are just going to 
continue to get better.” 

First up, the Tampa Bay Lightning. Woodcroft, whose mantra is ‘one-day 
at a time,’ knows as well as anybody that Day 1 on Wednesday is going 
to be a big one. 

“We’re focused on having a good travel day, bringing a good attitude into 
our practice and preparing for the Stanley Cup champions.” 

BENSON ON THE BOARD 

Scoring in a 7-3 loss isn’t how anyone dreams of netting his long-awaited 
first goal in the NHL, but Tyler Benson will take what he can get. 

He’s been hustling and playing hard all season but hadn’t been able to 
reap any reward for it until his goalmouth jam on Sunday. His teammates 
recognize the effort he’s putting in and were as happy as he was to see 
one finally go in. 

“I am sure he would have liked it to have been in a little bit of a tighter 
game,” said Draisaitl. “But, regardless, it is a great moment for a young 
player. It is a special moment. 

“Hopefully his family was here got to watch him score his first goal. 
Regardless of the score, it is an amazing moment.” 
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JONES: Credibility test upcoming for Jay Woodcroft and Edmonton 
Oilers 

 

Terry Jones 
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The fear here shouldn’t really involve what happened in coming off the 
five-game winning streak to welcome Jay Woodcroft as new Edmonton 
Oilers head coach. 

It should be what happens next. 

The Oilers have been great out of the gate for all their new head coaches 
of late, going 9-1 when Ken Hitchcock took over for fired Todd McLellan, 
8-1 to welcome Dave Tippett to start his first season here three years 
ago and now 5-0 to greet Jay Woodcroft. 

Sunday, the Oilers went from five games of awesome, to absolutely awful 
and producing as pathetic performance as they’ve produced on the 
paying public this year. 

And, yes, there were carryover concerns such as it being the 33rd game 
in the last 41 in which the Oilers gave up the first goal and the sixth time 
in goaltender Mike Smith’s last nine starts that he has allowed at least 
two goals on the opposition’s first six shots. In this one Smith gave up 
goals on his second, fourth, fifth and seventh shots. 

But as crappy of a contest as that 7-3 loss to the Minnesota Wild was, it 
was one game and a fifth game in the last seven days. 

You can turn the page on it if the Oilers do what the competitive Wild did 
in come off back-to-back 6-2 losses to get back on track by eviscerating 
Edmonton. 

One problem. 

Minnesota was playing a team that won one playoff game in the last two 
years. Edmonton’s next game is against the team the won the Stanley 
Cup the last two seasons. 

The next three games for the now 28-19-3 Oilers after their 50th game of 
the season are against the No. 2, 3, and 4 and in the NHL’s overall 
standings. 

The fourth place Lightning, second place Florida Panthers, third place 
Carolina Hurricanes are all nicely lined up for consecutive games on the 
road. 

Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina represent the new Death Valley of the 
NHL — not quite the Death Valley that was the a trip to Edmonton and 
Calgary in the ‘80s when only a handful of teams didn’t come to Alberta 
without losing both games over the span in which the Oilers and Flames 
played eight straight Stanley Cup finals and won six. 

But still, the Panthers, Lightning and Hurricanes have lost three, four, and 
four home games respectively for a combined 55-11-6 record at home so 
far this season. 

Remember back when the Edmonton Oilers were 9-1 and 16-5 to start 
the season and you were about the circle the “credibility games” ahead 
on the schedule? 

The focus was on the games that would be coming sporadically against 
the top teams in the league. The goal was top eight and most of the 
games against those clubs were scheduled later in the schedule. 

That’s now. Right now. 

General manager Ken Holland made the statement to me in a one-on-
one interview going into the season: “I believe whoever wins the Stanley 
Cup will come out of the top eight.” 

Well, the meat of those Elite Eight credibility games against has arrived 
and the Oilers flew to Florida coming off that eyesore after those five 
previous five exhibits of eye candy produced for Woodcroft. 

That’s where I opened the questioning with the new coach in his post 
game media session after his first-ever loss as an NHL coach. I 
suggested a lot of people would be exceptionally interested to hear his 
reaction to what happened and to see how he handles everything going 

forward with his next four games against four of the five best teams in the 
entire league. 

“I’m not happy with the result. I’m not happy with the way we began the 
game as a group,” he admitted and said there will be no change in 
anything. 

“We are going to worry about the next opponent, but before we even get 
to that we’re going to worry about resting and recuperating after playing 
five games in seven nights. We’re going to travel down to Florida and get 
a team practice in,” he said of only the second one he’s been able to plan 
since taking over. 

“And we’re going to come up with a game plan against the two-time 
Stanley Cup champions.” 

Woodcroft went on to say the theme here, “is about getting better. We’ve 
asked our players to keep the picture small and not worry about noise 
from the outside, to just worry about their energy level and their details 
and that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going to get ready to play the 
Tampa Bay Lightning.” 

I basically asked the same question to Leon Draisaitl although offered a 
bigger picture answer. 

“It’s going to be a tough road trip. It is a long one against really good 
hockey teams in this league. But we are a really good team, too. I’m very 
positive that it is just one of those nights. But we know we’re a good team 
when we play the right way and play it our way. We just have to regroup 
a little bit here and get back to that and get off to a good road trip for us.” 

You should know that Edmonton lost 6-0 at home to Florida and 3-1 at 
home to Tampa in their only games against the four teams they’ll meet to 
open the trip. 

Credibility games? That sort of understates it. 
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With easy upgrades done, hard work remains for Oilers as trade deadline 
nears 

 

By Jonathan Willis Feb 21, 2022  

 

Ken Holland and the Oilers have already had an active midseason. On 
Jan. 27, the team signed free-agent winger Evander Kane. On Feb. 10, it 
fired coach Dave Tippett, replacing him with Jay Woodcroft. 

Each move was important and necessary, if somewhat distasteful. Each 
added value to the team while maintaining flexibility for the future. More 
work remains. 

Kane cost no assets, improved the team’s forward corps immediately and 
will be a free agent this summer. Woodcroft was already with the 
organization and his interim promotion allows the Oilers to test-drive a 
rising coaching star without committing to a first-time NHL coach for 
multiple years. 

Edmonton deserves full credit for taking advantage of the easy 
opportunities. Some NHL organizations would have talked themselves 
out of Kane, on the basis of his reputation. Holland, who had never fired 
a coach midseason before Tippett, would have kept his heels dug in. 

From here on out, the needed fixes won’t be as simple. The Oilers may 
find they now have to make choices between value and flexibility. 

It’s rental season, which means flexibility is there, if that’s the path the 
team wants to take. The trouble is that the asset cost for significant 
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players on expiring contracts is steep, which can make value difficult to 
find. 

The alternative is what Calgary did in the Tyler Toffoli trade, adding a 
player with multiple seasons left on his contract. The Flames, with plenty 
of summer cap space, can afford to sacrifice flexibility to add in a long-
term piece. 

It’s trickier for the Oilers. They’re obviously dollar-in/dollar-out today. 
Beyond that, by my math, they have roughly $9 million to play with this 
summer. With that money, they must pay for a starting goalie, Jesse 
Puljujarvi, Kailer Yamamoto, Ryan McLeod and any other upgrades 
they’d care to make. 

That being said, it’s easy to get too focused on the money when there 
are ways around it, at least in the short term. Even ignoring salary 
retention, the Oilers always have the option to trade the expiring deals of 
Mikko Koskinen ($4.5 million) and Kyle Turris ($1.65 million) to make 
things work this season. 

The additions of Kane and Woodcroft meanwhile make the deadline task 
significantly easier, though in different ways. 

Kane’s notoriety aside, it’s hard to exaggerate the windfall he represents. 
When the Sharks brought him in as a rental in 2018, it cost conditional 
first- and fourth-round picks, plus a warm body. Even that deal came at a 
discount, with his reputation keeping Buffalo from fully cashing in on his 
formidable talent. 

If the Oilers had gone to market looking for a Kane-level hockey player, 
they’d certainly be sacrificing at least a first-rounder. Instead, they add 
that talent without mortgaging any of the future 

(Kane, incidentally, was a great rental for the Sharks, scoring 13 goals in 
26 combined regular and postseason games. He clicked so well that San 
Jose re-signed him, triggering a condition in the trade with Buffalo that 
upgraded the picks going back. We know how events subsequently 
played out, and the Oilers would be wise to keep that history in mind.) 

The early returns on Woodcroft have been marvellous, but even if it had 
gone (or at some point goes) the other way the Oilers needed to know 
what effect a coaching change would have. Tippett deserves much credit 
for the strides the Oilers took in his first year, but he’d had three seasons 
(and a lot of personnel change) to turn Edmonton into a serious team at 
five-on-five. He couldn’t manage it. 

Before demolishing or massively reworking the roster, again, the Oilers 
needed to know if a different voice and different tactics could generate 
different results. The answer is a tentative yes, and if that holds up — a 
five-game road trip which starts with Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina 
will be a good test — it’s going to make the path forward much easier. 

There are still problems, most notably in net. Mike Smith and Koskinen 
have both posted good numbers of late, but neither should be trusted as 
a playoff starter. Koskinen has a long track record of brilliance as a 
backup or tandem goalie but melts down when he’s asked to carry the 
load. Smith’s at the age where he can’t be trusted to stay in the lineup, 
and even if he could his performance leaves much to be desired: 

Oilers goalies at 5v5; 2019-present 

Stuart Skinner 

329 

0.915 

-2.2 

-0.7 

Mikko Koskinen 

2220 

0.914 

-14.6 

-0.7 

Mike Smith 

1861 

0.912 

-19.6 

-1.1 

In this span, Koskinen and Stuart Skinner have allowed 0.7 goals more 
than expected per 100 shots faced. Smith, at 1.1 goals more than 
expected, is 50 percent worse. None of these numbers are good enough, 
and it’s clear that Edmonton needs an upgrade. 

Given the state of the Oilers goaltending, there are a surprisingly large 
number of ways to get this wrong. 

The obvious one is by focusing on the wrong players. Joonas Korpisalo, 
Braden Holtby and Martin Jones have been suggested as possibilities at 
times, yet over the last three years, they have allowed 1.3, 1.3 and 1.5 
goals more than expected per 100 shots, respectively. It makes no sense 
to go through the hassle of acquiring a new goalie if said goalie is going 
to perform at a lower level than the internal options have. 

The less obvious mistake would be going all-in on this year. There’s little 
to suggest the Oilers are a true contender at the moment; more than that, 
the team’s best players have a long window ahead. They need to 
maximize their chances to win now, yes, but also over the next few 
years. 

If we apply that reasoning to the goaltending, it means there are two 
choices: a discount option that might make a difference this year but 
won’t break the bank (Jaroslav Halak and Thomas Greiss are obvious 
names) or a name-brand choice with some term (such as Semyon 
Varlamov). 

It’s a lens we can take to Edmonton’s roster needs generally. I largely 
agree with my friend Allan Mitchell’s assessments: starting goalie, 
shutdown defenceman and scoring forward. The only thing I’d add is that 
the scoring ability need only be of the five-on-five variety, which might 
mean there’s an opportunity to make a sneak/cheap pickup a la Tyler 
Ennis in 2020. 

The important thing in making these choices is that the Oilers don’t burn 
significant assets on one-and-done options. Calgary’s Toffoli acquisition 
is a good recent example of this, but there’s a better one: Tampa Bay. 
The Lightning coughed up first-rounders in both the Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow deals, but in each case, they got back an underpaid 
player under contract for multiple seasons. 

That doesn’t mean Edmonton should ignore rentals entirely, but it should 
bypass the really big names. It’s OK to pass on a chance to pick a Dylan 
Holloway or Xavier Bourgault if it means bringing back a player who will 
solve problems long term. It’s not OK for the third-best team in its own 
division to do so for someone who could all too easily walk out the door 
after a first-round loss to Vegas or Calgary. 
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Lowetide: Evan Bouchard’s new role with Oilers and the promising early 
results 

 

By Allan Mitchell Feb 21, 2022  
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Evan Bouchard is an important player, now and in the future, for the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

A defenceman whose overall value is most obvious when the puck is on 
his stick, Bouchard is likely the last of the impact offensive players 
drafted by the team over the nine-year period from 2010 to 2018. 

He is still in his early years with the NHL team and it’s important for the 
organization to bring him along without overwhelming the player with 
difficult assignments. We were seeing some of that earlier in the year, 
when Bouchard was paired with Darnell Nurse on the No. 1 duo. 

Since Jay Woodcroft took over as head coach, and Dave Manson 
became the assistant coach taking care of the defence, Bouchard’s 
deployment has been altered in a big way. Is it working? Why is he 
playing less? Will he move up the depth chart at some point? Let’s have 
a look. 

The Tippett games 

Ask an Oilers fan about the top pairing during Dave Tippett’s games 
during 2021-22 and you’ll get two names: Bouchard and Tyson Barrie. 
The two men have been on the right side with Nurse for most of this 
season, but not equally. Natural Stat Trick tells us Nurse-Bouchard 
played 37 games together, Nurse-Barrie 31 games during Tippett’s 44 
games as Oilers head coach this season. 

What’s more, the five-on-five time on ice in each game reflected far more 
reliance on the younger Bouchard when it came to deployment under 
Tippett: 

Evan Bouchard 

13:15 

41.7 

56.1 

Tyson Barrie 

6:16 

40 

51.7 

The gap between goals and expected goals is partially explained by a 
shooting percentage that was shy of 6 percent for both pairings. The 
save percentage was solid and Nurse-Barrie saw a slight edge in 
offensive faceoffs per 60 (all numbers five-on-five).  

The big takeaway is that Tippett preferred running Bouchard, well shy of 
100 NHL games, with Nurse at five-on-five. 

These are interesting options that fans and observers can question, and 
in this case, the new coaching staff had an opportunity to tweak. 

At the time Woodcroft and Manson took over, Bouchard’s performance 
away from Nurse (and on a depth pairing) would have been a good 
indicator of where he might flourish with the group. In time away from 
Nurse while Tippett was coach, Bouchard’s goal differential (51.5 
percent) and expected goals five-on-five (50.6 percent) suggested he 
could successfully handle a lesser role in the discipline. 

On special teams under Tippett, Bouchard led the Oilers in time on ice on 
the penalty kill. The deployment ran counter to Bouchard’s skills, but his 
goals-against per 60 while shorthanded was the best total on the club. 

Among the most curious facts about the Tippett-Bouchard numbers came 
on the power play. Bouchard ranked No. 3 among Oilers defencemen in 
time on ice per game, despite his obvious offensive creativity. 

So, to review: Bouchard was deployed during the Tippett games out of 
step with his established level of abilities and skill set. He played top pair, 
was a feature penalty killer and third choice for power play quarterback. 

He also played 21:41 a night for Tippett’s Oilers in 2021-22, second on 
the team among defencemen behind Nurse. 

Six games with the new staff 

Woodcroft and Manson arrived in time to coach the game against the 
New York Islanders on Feb. 11. In Tippett’s final game, the pairings five-
on-five were Nurse and Barrie, Duncan Keith and Cody Ceci (Keith got 
hurt) and William Lagesson and Bouchard. 

Since taking over, Woodcroft and Manson are running seven defenders a 
game, although the pairings are becoming more established with each 
game. Bouchard has seen his playing time reduced at five-on-five, with 
the results aligning with his deployment while away from Nurse during 
the Tippett games earlier in the year (although his actual goal differential 
took a big hit Sunday night against the Minnesota Wild). 

Dave Tippett 

17:10 

46.5 

53.6 

Jay Woodcroft 

11:23 

42.9 

68.3 

Every number in this graph is shocking. The reduction in five-on-five 
minutes is incredible, Oilers fans will no doubt have a difficult time with 
the idea of backing off Bouchard’s minutes that drastically. 

While Bouchard was on the ice in the first five games, Edmonton 
outscored opponents 3-1 at five-on-five. The Wild game (he was 0-3 
goals five-on-five) distorted the numbers, which happens in small 
samples. 

Another way to understand Bouchard’s deployment surrounds his 
teammates during the six Woodcroft-Manson games. Using the big three 
centres as a proxy for lines 1-3, here’s how the Bouchard five-on-five 
minutes break down under Woodcroft: 

McDavid 

4:05 

50 

48.9 

Draisaitl 

3:05 

50 

60.6 

Nugent-Hopkins 

3:10 

50 

74.1 

The coaching staff is running Bouchard (and various partners) about 
equally through the top three lines. There’s no surprise in Bouchard 
having an impact offensively, he assisted on goals by Connor McDavid 
and Warren Foegele (Ryan Nugent-Hopkins’ line). 

Intuitively, he might help most on the Nugent-Hopkins line, being an ideal 
match against the soft parade (third line likely to get the third pair or a 
tired version of the top two pairs). 
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The final area to look at for five-on-five is offence. Has Bouchard spiked 
in a small sample since the coaching change? 

In 44 games under Tippett, Bouchard scored 6-10-16, for 1.27 points per 
60. In the last six games, he has delivered 0-2-2 (1.76 points per 60). 
The sample is too small to trust. Time spent with the third line might turn 
into an impact alignment. 

Special teams usage 

The easiest decision for the coaching staff was flipping the special teams 
deployment. Before the change, Bouchard played 2:28 a game on the PK 
under Tippett and 1:10 per game with the man advantage. In the last six 
games, Bouchard is averaging 2:13 on the power play and 35 seconds a 
game on the penalty kill. 

Totals 

Bouchard is heading to some handsome offensive totals this season, 
likely to spike more now that he’s more a part of the PP rotation. Here’s 
the tale of the tape offensively. 

Tippett 

1.27 

4.61 

1.51 

Woodcroft 

1.76 

4.48 

2.43 

The small sample for the Woodcroft numbers makes them untrustworthy, 
but it does suggest that Bouchard can in fact deliver over 4.00 points per 
60 on the power play even with increased minutes. Both five-on-five 
totals are strong, he’s a substantial offensive player. 

What’s with the time on ice reduction? 

Woodcroft and Manson developed several defencemen in Bakersfield by 
finding a starting point for success and building on it brick by brick. In the 
case of Bouchard, it appears the coaching staff saw his deployment with 
Nurse as a bridge too far based on experience and backed him off to the 
third pairing. 

It’s early days, but if Bouchard continues to help deliver outscoring at 
five-on-five from the third pairing, he’ll move up the depth chart. 

The key revelation, and it’s been there all the time: Bouchard’s offence is 
so powerful, he can be a plus player for Edmonton even from the third 
pairing. 

It is unlikely to be his destiny, but when Bouchard is struggling (as he did 
earlier this year), placing him on the third pair is the play. Both Tippett 
and Woodcroft recognized it, but Tippett couldn’t find another answer so 
he returned Bouchard to the top pairing. 

Woodcroft is running a dizzying combination of partners with Nurse at 
five-on-five so far: 

Tyson Barrie 

9:52 

71.4 

55.9 

Cody Ceci 

2:37 

100 (1-0) 

40.8 

Evan Bouchard 

2:12 

0-2 

69.3 

Markus Niemelainen 

0:35 

0 

36.3 

William Lagesson 

0:35 

100 (1-0) 

37.1 

Bouchard and Barrie had similar success when Tippett deployed them, 
and Bouchard played bigger minutes per game. He could be delivering 
similar numbers with Nurse now under the new system. It’s likely we see 
Nurse-Bouchard together at some point, both men are clearly projected 
as major pieces of the team well into the future. 

What does it all mean? 

Bouchard is the last in a stunning run of high draft picks who were 
blessed with tremendous offensive potential. Taylor Hall (2010), Nugent-
Hopkins (2011), Nail Yakupov (2012), Leon Draisaitl (2014), McDavid 
(2015), Jesse Puljujarvi (2016) and Bouchard (2018) all possessed 
exceptional skills. Edmonton and Yakupov didn’t connect, and Hall is 
down the line, so Bouchard’s emergence is vital. 

This is an important season for the young defender. He didn’t play much 
one year ago. He needs to play, and flourish, in the NHL this season. 

Woodcroft and Manson built their reputations on putting players in a 
position to succeed. That’s what they’re doing with Bouchard, placing him 
on the third pair with lots of power play time. He’ll move up the depth 
chart soon, and when he does, he won’t go back to the third pair. 

The Minnesota game Sunday night was a schedule loss and a difficult 
evening for the entire team. Bouchard will succeed. There’s just too 
much talent there. 
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How Carter Rowney's return to Detroit Red Wings affects Joe Veleno 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

A veteran forward is on the near horizon for the Detroit Red Wings, which 
could squeeze out a younger one. 

Carter Rowney, sidelined since Jan. 4 with a lower-body injury, practiced 
Monday, and if he's not ready as soon as Wednesday when the Wings 
host the Colorado Avalanche, the expectation is Rowney will be cleared 
for the following game, Saturday against the Toronto Maple Leafs. Ditto 
for Vladislav Namestnikov, who has missed the last two games.  

"We're using today’s skate as little bit of an evaluation, to get a feel for 
where those guys are at," coach Jeff Blashill said after the Wings' first 
practice in three days. Forward Jakub Vrana also was on the ice, but he's 
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coming back from shoulder surgery and has only just dipped into contact 
practices. 

This is a leisurely stretch, as the Wings only had a handful of games to 
make up from the Christmas-time postponements caused by the 
pandemic. Namestnikov, also bothered by a lower-body injury, practiced 
with Michael Rasmussen and Adam Erne, which is where Blashill likes 
Namestnikov best, because he helps give that line an identity.  

Rowney centered Givani Smith and Sam Gagner, which is the role Joe 
Veleno has played the majority of games since Rowney's injury. But 
Rowney, 32, appeals as the playoff picture comes into sharper focus. 

"Really, really good awareness," Blashill said when asked what he likes 
about Rowney. "Very, very calm. Makes good reads in chaos, which to 
be a better defensive team, you need that. He’s a big body. He can make 
a play, but he can also go out and give you real good minutes without 
giving up many scoring chances, which I think is really important for the 
progress of our hockey team." 

The Wings assigned Veleno, 22, to the minors at the start of their 
weeklong break. He had a goal and two assists in two games for the 
Grand Rapids Griffins over the weekend. When he spent a pair of games 
in the minors during the Wings' All-Star break, Veleno had four points in 
two games. He's a go-to guy with the Griffins, and if there isn't a spot for 
him with the Wings, he's better off playing big minutes in GR over 
practicing in Detroit. He's waiver exempt, so he can easily be recalled — 
or kept in the minors.  

"We haven’t totally decided," Blashill said. "We'll evaluate where our 
forward group is at and evaluate if we foresee him in or not in, and make 
the decision what’s best for Joe Veleno at that point." 

Veleno (6 feet 1, 206 pounds) has four goals, three assists and a minus-
7 rating in 35 games with the Wings. He has 10 points and a minus-2 
rating in 11 games with the Griffins. 

Rowney (6-2, 208) has two goals, two assists and a minus-3 rating in 22 
games. General manager Steve Yzerman signed Rowney for one year, 
$825,000 last summer because he brings a steady defensive presence. 
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Light schedule helps Carter Rowney ease into return to Red Wings 
lineup 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — It's been a long road for Carter Rowney, but the veteran 
forward is about to re-enter the Red Wings' lineup. 

Rowney hasn't played since Jan. 4 with an undisclosed injury, but 
recently resumed skating and could return to the lineup this week. 

He's excited about that possibility. 

"Every day it's getting better and that's all I can ask for," Rowney said. 
"(Monday) was a good skate, a good step forward, and I'm just taking it 
day by day. We'll see how it responds." 

The light schedule is helping Rowney, who is able to practice and get 
stronger and not having to necessarily worry about the typical non-stop 
regular-season schedule. 

"It's beneficial for me practicing a lot," Rowney said. "The schedule isn't 
as compact as it normally is, so it's been beneficial to get into game 
shape." 

Rowney, 32, had been a pleasant surprise for the Wings, appearing in 22 
games with four points (two goals, two assists), and a minus-three rating, 
while doing a steady job anchoring the fourth line. 

At 6-foot-2, 200 pounds, Rowney's size and experience were consistent 
attributes on a line which has had some interchangeable parts. 

"Really, really good awareness," coach Jeff Blashill said of what he liked 
about Rowney's game. "Very calm. Makes good reads in chaos, which to 
be a better defensive team, you need that. He's a big body, can make a 
play, and play good minutes without giving up scoring chances, which is 
important for the progress of our hockey team." 

Signed to a one-year free-agent contract last summer, Rowney felt the 
Red Wings could be a good fit for him. 

On a young roster that continues to develop and grow, Rowney's 
experience is a factor. 

"They lost a couple players, too, (to free agency), and they still have a 
young team and me being older and being on a couple of other teams, I 
could bring some advice to the younger guys," Rowney said. "Help bring 
them along and be a good guy in the locker room and bring along some 
of the young guys. 

"We didn't play them where I was (last season with Anaheim), but you 
could see there was pieces here and in the years before, I always 
thought they were a hard team to play against, even though their record 
wasn't as good. You could see the pieces were there, and when I came 
here you could really see it. It's a good group of guys that like to compete 
and everyone wants more." 

Rowney has liked what he's seen since the All-Star break, as the Wings 
have won three of four games and stayed on the fringe of the playoff 
chase. 

"The guy have done real well the last few games," Rowney said. "We've 
been in every game, and they're playing real hard and we're taking steps 
in the right direction. It's been a lot of fun to watch." 

Difficult task 

When forward Jakub Vrana (shoulder surgery) does return to game 
action soon, it's not going to be easy. 

Vrana hasn't played a game yet this season, after getting hurt in his 
opening training camp practice. 

One advantage Vrana does have is his skating, and offensive ability. 

"It's really difficult, most guys struggle to be dead honest with you," 
Blashill said of jumping into the regular-season schedule this late in the 
season. "Guys that are sitting out in contract negotiations, or miss camp, 
it's real hard. (But) he's very dynamic, and his shooting and skating, that 
doesn't need to catch up to speed that way. He can help us in certain 
ways, even if he's not necessarily playing 100% to his best, which should 
take him a little while to get going. 

"It's very difficult, but he's got a real unique skill set." 

Vrana has just begun practicing while initiating contact on his own. 
Blashill said it's too early to judge how Vrana is progressing in that 
aspect, while adding Vrana will need to play without fear of getting hurt 
again, similar to Robby Fabbri (knee), Dylan Larkin (neck) and Tyler 
Bertuzzi (back) in the last few seasons. 

"You can't play with the fear of getting hurt, you just can't, that's the 
reality of it," Blashill said. "He's going to roll at some point into regular-
season games and you can't feel your way into it. He's not a big banger 
of the body, so he can still be a real effective player without being ultra 
physical. But you have to be able to take a hit to make a play for sure, 
and be physical enough." 

Ice chips 
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Blashill was excited for former Red Wings forwards Valtteri Filppula and 
Frans Nielsen, who enjoyed memorable Olympic tournaments. 

Both 37-year-old forwards were flag bearers for their respective 
countries, Finland for Filppula and Denmark for Nielsen, with Filppula 
also winning a gold medal. 

"Pretty cool," Blashill said. "That's awesome for those guys to get those 
opportunities, and those two in particular are just great, great pros, so I 
was happy for those guys to get those opportunities." 

... Blashill wasn't sure if Rowney and forward Vladislav Namestnikov 
(undisclosed injury), who has missed his last two games, would be 
available for Wednesday's game against Colorado.  

"We're using (Monday's) skate as a little bit of an evaluation," said 
Blashill, who was planning to discuss matters with the training staff. 

... Forward Joe Veleno was sent to Grand Rapids for two games over the 
weekend and hadn't been recalled as of Monday. With the potential 
return of Rowney and Namestnikov, it'll be interesting to see whether the 
Wings feel Veleno is best served playing major minutes in the AHL, or in 
a lesser role in the NHL. 

"We haven't totally decided," Blashill said. "We'll evaluate where our 
forward group is at and where we foresee (Veleno), whether he's in or 
not in, and make a decision what is best for Joe Veleno at that point." 
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Hull no longer connected to Blackhawks as team ambassador 

 

NOLAN BIANCHI   | The Detroit News 

 

Chicago — Hall of Fame forward Bobby Hull is no longer serving as a 
team ambassador for the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Hull played for Chicago for 15 years, collecting 604 goals and 549 
assists. He was named a Blackhawks ambassador in a ceremony with 
fellow Hall of Famer Stan Mikita in 2008. 

The Blackhawks said Monday they are redefining the role of team 
ambassador after Mikita died in 2018 and Tony Esposito passed away in 
August. 

"When it comes to Bobby, specifically, we jointly agreed earlier this 
season that he will retire from any official team role,” the team said in a 
statement. 

Hull, 83, was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1983 and had his 
No. 9 sweater retired by the Blackhawks that same year. While Hull was 
a star player, he has had several troubling episodes off the ice over the 
years. 

Hull was convicted of assaulting a police officer who intervened in a 
dispute with then-wife Deborah in 1986. He also was accused of battery, 
but that charge was dropped after Deborah told authorities she didn’t 
want to testify against her husband, a state attorney told the Chicago 
Tribune. 

Hull’s second wife, Joanne, accused him of abuse during an interview 
with ESPN for a 2002 show. 

A Russian newspaper reported in 1998 that Hull said Adolf Hitler “had 
some good ideas.” Hull denied making the comment, calling it “false and 
defamatory.” 
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Red Wings weigh options with Joe Veleno: Detroit or Grand Rapids 

 

Updated: Feb. 21, 2022, 6:26 p.m. | Published: Feb. 21, 2022, 6:24 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Joe Veleno has been a fixture in the Detroit Red Wings’ lineup since mid-
December, playing in the past 22 games. But the team is weighing its 
options with the young center – whether to keep him on the NHL roster or 
have him stay in Grand Rapids, where he played two games over the 
weekend. 

“We’ll see. We haven’t totally decided,” coach Jeff Blashill said after 
practice Monday. “He just gone done playing back-to-back, so obviously 
he wasn’t going to be here for practice today. We’re going to evaluate 
where our forward group is at and evaluate where we would foresee him 
in or not in and make decision of what’s best for Joe Veleno at that 
point.” 

Blashill said Vladislav Namestnikov and Carter Rowney might return from 
their injuries as early as Wednesday against Colorado at Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

Namestnikov, who has sat out the past two games with a lower-body 
injury, will rejoin linemates Michael Rasmussen and Adam Erne when he 
returns. If Blashill opts to insert Rowney into the fourth-line center spot, 
between Givani Smith and Sam Gagner, the Red Wings might opt to 
keep Veleno in the AHL for now. 

Veleno, 22, has four goals and seven points in 35 games with Detroit, 
averaging 12:15 in ice time. He is gaining NHL experience. 

However, if Veleno stays in Grand Rapids he’ll log more ice time in all 
situations, which could further aid his development. He has six goals and 
10 points in 11 games this season with the Griffins. 

The veteran Rowney has been out since Jan. 8 with a lower-body injury. 

“It’s been a long road so far, but every day’s been getting better and 
that’s all I can ask for,” Rowney said. “Today was a good skate and a 
good step forward. We’re taking it day by day now and we’ll see how it 
responds tomorrow.” 

Blashill credited Rowney for his awareness and calmness under 
pressure. He has two goals and two assists in 32 games. 

“Makes good reads in chaos, which to be a better defensive team you 
need that,” Blashill said. “He’s a big body (6-2, 208). He can make a play. 
He can also go out and give you real good minutes without giving up 
many scoring chances, which I think is really important for the progress 
of our hockey team.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Is Stars GM Jim Nill going to be a buyer or seller at 
the trade deadline? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Feb 21, 2022  

 

If there’s a team whose impact on the trade deadline greatly depends on 
what happens in the next four weeks, it screams Dallas Stars. 
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Are they in? Are they out? 

The answer to that question could change a lot and change the trade 
deadline for several teams, not just Dallas. 

There are clubs waiting to see what the Stars do. 

“It’s going to be the performance of our team which dictates which way 
we go,” veteran Stars GM Jim Nill told The Athletic on Sunday afternoon. 
“I’ve talked to everybody (other teams). We’ve had our pro meetings. 
We’re in a position where we can add if we look pretty good, or we can 
stay status quo, or if it looks like we’re dropping out of it, we can make 
some decisions from there.’’ 

In many ways, they’re not just battling for a wild-card spot in the playoffs, 
they’re a wild card for the deadline itself. 

They’re the action team in many ways. 

They could sell some pretty big names if they’re out. They could be 
buyers if they’re in. 

Watch out for the Stars, either way. 

“We’ve got some major players depending on the situation,’’ agreed Nill. 
“Like I said, we’ve gone through all the scenarios (internally). My mindset 
right now is that we’re going to make the playoffs, that’s where the team 
is at. We’ll go from there.’’ 

People around the league were mystified by the Stars for the longest 
time this season, Covid and cancellations and injuries wreaked havoc 
plus some early season inconsistent play. 

But the Stars have re-inserted themselves in the Western Conference 
wild-card race, three points behind the No. 2 wild-card spot held by Los 
Angeles on Monday morning with a game in hand and four points behind 
the Predators, who hold the No. 1 wild-card spot, also with a game in 
hand. 

“We’re getting caught up now in terms of games played, we’re back in 
the race,” Nill said prior to the Arizona game. “The team has played well, 
the guys have responded well. We’re going to monitor it week by week 
here. The West is wide-open. It’s not set at all. We’re just going to play 
the games and see where we stand.’’ 

Here’s why the Stars simply have to play through the next 3-4 weeks 
before deciding their deadline game plan: after winning four of five 
including big wins over Nashville and Colorado, the Stars dropped a 3-1 
game in Arizona to the last-place Coyotes on Sunday night. 

A lot of games, it’s a grind. So Nill has to wait and see. It could come 
down to the final 2-3 games before the deadline of March 21. 

“We just had our meetings and we went through all those scenarios,” Nill 
said. “We’re prepared for that. We’ve walked through all those scenarios. 
It might come down to that last week where we have to make some 
tough calls.’’ 

They hope to remove any uncertainty on veteran forward Joe Pavelski, 
who at 37 years old is finding the fountain of youth leading the Stars with 
53 points in 49 games. 

He’s a pending UFA, wrapping up a three-year, $21-million contract, and 
he’s on plenty of contenders’ shopping lists ahead of the trade deadline, 
but the Stars hope to remove him from consideration. 

“We’ve talked about that internally,” said Nill. “Our plan is that I’m going 
to sit down here with Joe over the next little while and kind of go through 
where he’s at, where we’re at. We’d like to bring him back. He’s a big 
part of our team. He’s our leading scorer, he’s great in the dressing room. 
I know his family loves Dallas and our mindset is, we’d like to bring him 
back. I think that’s where he’s at too, but we’ll sit down with him and his 
representatives and figure that out.’’ 

So to be clear, the idea here is to sign Pavelski to an extension sometime 
here during the season, to eliminate the tricky trade deadline decision. 

“That’s what I hope,’’ Nill said. “I want to see where Joe is at. We got to 
look at our cap situation, too. And I think he’ll have some questions he’ll 
want answered. We’ll have some questions. But my mindset is that we 
want to bring him back. He’s been a great fit for us. He’s a big part of our 
community and our team. 

Then there’s 29-year-old blue-liner John Klingberg, who has asked for a 
trade, another pending UFA whose future will be greatly influenced by 
where the Stars are at the deadline. 

“We’ve had open dialogue with John and his representatives,” said Nill. 
“In the end, the best thing is, and we’ve talked about this, is just ‘John, go 
play some good hockey and good things are going to happen. We’ll 
figure things out.’ I fully understand their position. They know our 
position. But the bottom line is if John plays well and the team has 
success, things will look after themselves. That’s kind of where we’re at.’’ 

If the Stars are in a playoff spot closer to March 21, there’s obviously a 
chance Klingberg stays put and becomes an ‘”own-rental’’ for the team. 
It’s no different than Alex Pietrangelo or Dougie Hamilton ultimately 
playing out their deals before leaving via free agency in St. Louis and 
Carolina, respectively. 

It’s part of the business if that ends up happening. Obviously, if the Stars 
fall out of it, they will have a lot of bids on Klingberg and try to bring back 
assets for him. The Stars have heard from teams all year on him. They 
no doubt have a good idea of the market for him. 

The Stars certainly have goalie depth with 23-year-old Jake Oettinger 
leading the way lately ahead of veterans Braden Holtby (pending UFA) 
and Anton Khudobin (another year on his deal next season at $3.33 
million AAV). 

“What’s been the positive in all this is what we didn’t know where Jake 
Oettinger was going to be at in his career,” said Nill. “The best thing for 
him was when he went down to the minors and got his game going, then 
we had some injuries up top with our goalies, and Jake came back up 
and never let it go. He’s grabbed one of the two spots and over the last 
three weeks he’s really settled in. 

“So, we’ve got good depth there,” added Nill. “There’s a lot of hockey to 
be played yet. A lot of condensed schedule hockey. So you know what? 
We’re going to need every player we have. We’ll see where it all goes. 
We might get injuries at that position and need all three guys. We’re in 
good position there and they’re all playing well. It’s a good problem to 
have.’’ 

Khudobin cleared waivers back in December, a sign that the Stars would 
be open to making a deal on him, and I do believe new Habs GM Kent 
Hughes kicked the tires on his former client before going out and dealing 
for Andrew Hammond. My guess is the Habs would have needed the 
Stars to eat a decent chunk of Khudobin’s remaining contract and the 
Stars probably were not too keen on that or at least not a sizeable chunk. 

Whatever the case, the Stars remain three-deep in goal. We reported last 
month that Edmonton had some level of interest in Holtby. I wonder if 
Vegas doesn’t need some insurance, too, with the Robin Lehner recent 
injury, which is day to day not deemed serious. But to me, with the 
Golden Knights a Cup contender, do you try to add a guy like Holtby at 
the deadline to sleep better at night? 

For now, the Stars seem content to keep their depth in goal depending 
on what happens in the next 3-4 weeks. 

Just get in. That’s got to be the mantra for a Stars team that surprised 
many two years ago in the Edmonton bubble en route to the Stanley Cup 
Final. 

“We just got to start playing our best hockey and be consistent with it,” 
said Nill. “We know where we’re at. We know where we need to get to. 
But we’re right in that mix.’’ 

If they end up being a buyer, it would make sense to add up front. 
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“We’re good on the back end depth-wise, we could probably add a 
forward if we needed to,’’ Nill said. “Just for a little bit of depth.’’ 

But Nill said they’re also happy with the development of some players in 
the AHL this season. So there’s depth there, too. 

“So, we don’t have to do a lot,’’ added Nill. “But in the end, we’ll see 
where we’re at once we get to mid-March. That will define where we go.’’ 

In so many ways. 
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Sportsnet.ca / St. Louis' Canadiens playing with pride, confidence 
restored 

 

Eric Engels February 21, 2022, 11:57 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It wasn’t just the fans who returned to the Bell Centre on 
Monday; the Montreal Canadiens were there, too. 

Not that they hadn’t played infinitely better over the five games Martin St. 
Louis had coached prior. It’s just that they hadn’t played as well as they 
did against the Toronto Maple Leafs in any other game this year. 

On this night, the Canadiens took a 5-0 lead before the third period and 
rode it to a 5-2 win in the end. The line of Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield and 
Josh Anderson dominated, combining for three goals, seven points, eight 
shots on net and 10 hits. Jeff Petry extended his point streak to four 
games. And everyone else in a red jersey played well — and together. 

Thus, the Canadiens were serenaded by 10,552 fans in attendance (the 
Canadiens sold every ticket available to them to fill the 50 per cent of the 
building that was permitted) who broke out into Ole, Ole, Oles and 
Nanana Nas well before the final whistle blew. 

This was no accident. It’s been a steady build since St. Louis stepped in 
for Dominique Ducharme. The fun appeared almost instantaneously 
restored, and with it came the engagement and commitment of the 
players. 

Sure, the Canadiens lost their first three games under the new coach. 
But they played like a team and lost with dignity. 

With each passing game, it felt like this first three-game winning streak of 
the season was coming. 

What changed? 

“Just playing for each other,” said Anderson. “You see everybody after 
each shift going out there and playing as hard as they can, and not only 
doing that but being smart on the ice too and knowing the situation that 
we’re in and the players that are on the ice of the opposing team. 
Whenever the stars are on the ice like (Auston) Matthews and (Mitch) 
Marner, whatever line’s out there, just being aware of those things and 
not getting caught in certain situations for them to hurt us. 

“I think that we still have things to learn, and we’re learning each and 
every day, and I think that’s why we’re getting better as a hockey club.” 

What the Canadiens have gained out of that process is much more 
important than the three consecutive wins they’ve notched against quality 
competitors like the Maple Leafs, the New York Islanders and the St. 
Louis Blues. They could win their remaining 31 games — spoiler: they’re 
not going to — and even that would be less important than what their 
coach said they’re getting out of this. 

“Confidence,” said St. Louis. 

Without it through so many of the first 45 games of their season, the 
Canadiens weren’t the Canadiens. 

More and more of their pride was stripped away with each crushing loss, 
and their confidence had completely eroded. 

It appeared irredeemable only 10 days ago, but suddenly it’s back. 

That’s vital for the growth of this team. 

“I think to be successful as a team in this league, and as an individual, I 
think you need some swagger, and I think we’re building a lot of swagger 
right now,” said St. Louis. “And swagger is not cockiness or arrogance; 
it’s just believing in yourself and feeling good about yourself. And I think 
we have that.” 

You see it in Suzuki, who registered his team-leading 21st assist of the 
season against the Maple Leafs. And you see it in Caufield, who now has 
five goals and eight points in his last six games after scoring only one 
goal and eight points through his first 30 games. 

“Maybe the change has gotten him to reset mentally,” said St. Louis. 
“He’s playing free. He makes mistakes sometimes, for sure. I made 
plenty of them on the ice. But he’s doing many more good things than 
making mistakes. So, a coach has to live a bit with those errors, so long 
as the good things are there.” 

It’s an approach that’s worked for the young players, but also for the 
veterans. 

Anderson, who now has three goals in his last two games, has benefited. 
Petry, who has five points in his last four games, looks like the guy who 
had three consecutive 40-point seasons before losing himself completely 
under Ducharme. And even Brendan Gallagher, who notched two assists 
against Toronto to break out of a 12-game slump without a point, is 
regaining swagger. 

It's nearly everyone, really. 

As a result, the Canadiens look like a team again. And not a moment too 
soon, because it would’ve been a shame for fans to finally pile back into 
the Bell Centre only to have to watch those other guys. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With hustle and speed, Canucks’ ‘Motto’ line makes good 
on Boudreau's trust 

 

Iain MacIntyre February 22, 2022, 2:11 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Oh, Motto Line, how Bruce Boudreau adores thee. 

All hustle and speed and checking and hitting, of closing gaps and 
playing on the right side of the puck, of first man in and third man high 
and playing the right way. No wonder Boudreau, the Vancouver Canucks’ 
coach, so loves his checking trio of Tyler Motte, Matthew Highmore and 
Juho Lammikko. 

The coach may change lines like socks, but the Motto Line is like 
Boudreau’s everyday shoes – sturdy, dependable, comfortable. 

The problem with the rise of the Motto Line is that it doesn’t often, you 
know, score. And when Motte, Lammikko and Highmore are the 
Canucks’ best line, which they have been in several games recently, it 
seems a very good thing for them but not necessarily the team. For, 
where are thou, Brock Boeser, Bo Horvat and J.T. Miller? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 22, 2022 

 

But on Monday, there was something of an intersection – or alignment – 
between the Canucks’ best players and their hardest working ones. And 
the coach could love them all equally. 

The Motto Line generated a pair of goals, including one just 11 seconds 
after the opening faceoff, Horvat scored for the second time in nine 
games, Elias Pettersson looked again like a star reborn and the Canucks 
executed well enough on special teams not to let their power play and 
penalty killing undermine another game. 

The Canucks beat National Hockey League expansion weaklings the 
Seattle Kraken 5-2. But after Saturday’s 7-4 debacle against the 
Anaheim Ducks, who were the second visiting team in three games to 
lead 5-0 in Vancouver, any win on Monday would do. 

The truth serum on the Canucks arrives Thursday when a profoundly 
better team, the Calgary Flames, visits Rogers Arena. 

But considering the lost weekend, the well-rounded game the Canucks 
delivered Monday was timely and gave the team its third win in four 
games. The Canucks’ 4-2-0 pace since the All-Star Break is a success 
rate they’ll need to maintain over their final 30 games – 29 of which are 
against teams other than the Kraken – to stay in the playoff race. 

But the checking line is going, and Monday so were the players farther 
up Boudreau’s lineup. It’s going to be an interesting week. 

“Obviously last game, we don't like that,” Pettersson said after his two 
assists gave him 17 points in 15 games – matching his output from 
Vancouver’s first 37 games. “That's not our identity. We definitely 
wanted. . . to be ready from the start.” 

Motte, Lammikko and Highmore always look ready under Boudreau, 
whose belief in his checkers was repaid with a goal by Motte, on passes 
from his linemates, with his quick strike to start the game. 

And after the Kraken got goals from Jared McCann and Mark Giordano, 
on a two-on-one and breakaway later in the first period, it was the 
Canucks’ checking line that turned the game for good, generating a tying 
goal for defenceman Travis Hamonic at 3:45 of the second period. 

It was followed by rookie Vasily Podkolzin’s first goal in 17 games, a tap-
in rebound from Quinn Hughes’ sharp-angle shot, Horvat’s power-play 
goal on a feed from Miller, and Tanner Pearson’s empty-netter. 

The Canucks outshot the Kraken 25-11 in the first 30 minutes and 46-27 
in the game. 

“When we're playing with confidence and we're rolling, it's nice,” Motte 
said of his line. “I think we've earned a little bit of trust along the way, too, 
which is good for our confidence. We play simple, we play hard and fast. 
Create a few turnovers and we're going to continue to generate a little bit 
of offence. I'll be honest with you, it's fun playing with those guys.” 

It wasn’t fun for any of them before Boudreau arrived. 

Motte missed the start of the season after undergoing spinal surgery last 
summer, and got in only 10 games before Travis Green was fired as 
coach on Dec. 5. At that point, Lammikko had become a regular healthy 
scratch after managing to play his first 20 games as a Canuck with only 
one assist. And Highmore, a Motte clone acquired last season, was 
injured Oct. 28 and was just a rumour to Boudreau until he made it back 
to the lineup on Dec. 30. 

The three players have become a thing under the new coach. 

“I think anytime the coach has trust in players and then they have trust 
back in the coach. . . it works,” Boudreau said. “And I think right now, we 
both have trust in each other. 

“They do what you ask them to do, and they can all skate. They 
pressure, pressure, pressure. And where they used to just hold their own 
(defensively), now they're starting to score some goals and that makes 
them even more valuable in my mind.” 

Eligible for unrestricted free agency this summer, Motte has four points in 
his last four games. He played the same number of shifts on Monday as 
Pettersson, 19, although his time on ice of 13:23 was a couple of minutes 
less. 

Miller matched Lammikko’s two assists. 

“I think we skate, we communicate,” Motte said, explaining his line’s 
success. “We don't overcomplicate it. I mean, honestly: pucks get in, try 
get in on the forecheck, create turnovers, play that 200-foot game with 
speed and pace and play the game the right way. It's harder some nights 
than others. But again, when we're doing it, I think we build confidence 
and it's a good thing for our group.” 

They have. And it is. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' defensive issues persist in lacklustre loss to 
Canadiens 

 

Luke Fox February 21, 2022, 10:01 PM 

 

MONTREAL – Precisely one month from the NHL’s trade deadline, the 
head coach of the Toronto Maple Leafs was asked for his wish list. 

“My wish list is to play a really good, solid, 60-minute hockey game here 
in Montreal,” Keefe replied Monday morning. 

Keefe knew. 

He knew that his talented team has an infuriating tendency to ease off 
the gas pedal, to play down to a weaker opponent if they believe the win 
is a gimme. 

Until, oh, about Thursday, the Montreal Canadiens had been the NHL’s 
lay-up. Two points as bankable as Steph Curry at the line. 

Their special teams are atrocious, they struggle to score, and they allow 
more goals than anybody. 

The Habs should’ve be sluggish coming off Sunday’s shootout win on 
Long Island, while the Leafs got a full night’s rest in la belle province. 

The Canadiens in last freaking place. 

Easy peasy, right? 

Well, that’s precisely the trap thinking to which Keefe did not want his 
players to fall prey. 

So, Keefe spoke at length pre-game about how his former Lightning 
teammate, Martin St. Louis, had infused the Canadiens with a jolt of 
renewed energy. And how the Canadiens — winners of consecutive 
games for the first time since their magical playoff rip — would feel an 
extra boost from the Bell Centre crowd, increased to 50 per cent 
capacity. 

“Of course, through all this, we haven't forgotten there's 11 out of 18 
skaters that'll be on the ice that knocked us out of the playoffs last year. 
So, lots of reasons for us to be focused and committed to playing our 
best game,” Keefe said. 

“They’re a team that’s working and competing very hard, and when you 
do that, you tend to play better defensively.” 

And when you don’t? 
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Well, you get the sort of lacklustre effort the Maple Leafs delivered in the 
first two periods against a rival they not only should beat but want to 
beat. 

Instead, it was Montreal that smashed into the arena like Kool-Aid Man, 
Rem Pitlick registering the contest’s first shot on a clear breakaway and 
crashing into Petr Mrazek. 

Mrazek stopped that one, but the odd-man rushes and Grade-A 
opportunities continued to pour his way. 

Keefe continues to scramble his bottom two defensive pairs (Jake 
Muzzin–Timothy Liljegren and Travis Dermott–Justin Holl on this night, 
with Rasmus Sandin scratched) in search of calm and consistency, and 
GM Kyle Dubas added burly stay-at-home type Ilya Lyubushkin via trade 
Sunday because the status quo is concerning. 

In Monday’s porous 5-2 loss to the lowly Canadiens, however, we’re not 
certain the Russian Bear would’ve swayed the scoreboard. Maybe not 
even the Russian Army. 

“2-on-1’s, 3-on-1’s, 3-on-2’s…” Auston Matthews recounted. “I think we 
just made it difficult on ourselves.” 

Opportunistic strikes by Josh Anderson (twice), Cole Caufield, Mike 
Hoffman and Pitlick built the home side a formidable 5-0 lead through two 
periods. And while the Leafs had their share of O-zone time, the 
Canadiens held a decided advantage in high-danger chances 5-on-5 (12-
8). 

All those rush chances, Keefe says, are a continuation from Saturday’s 
lopsided loss to the Blues. Lost puck races. Forwards failing to get a 
bump on the opponent blowing the zone. Disconnected pairs. Misplays 
backing up. 

“As a group we're obviously going to have to look into that more. It's a 
common theme,” Morgan Rielly said. “As a D corps, we have to be 
better.” 

A half-full Bell Centre roared at full throat and the “Olé! Olé! Olé!” chants 
rang out with 21 minutes still to go. 

Nick Suzuki barged over Holl with a massive clean hit, causing Jason 
Spezza to go picking fights. 

Poor Muzzin left the game after a frightening collision with Chris 
Wideman left him prone on the ice for nearly two minutes. 

“Terrible. As bad a thing as you see in the game,” Keefe said. 

Remaining Time -1:54 

Muzzin leaves game after awkward collision with Wideman 

Muzzin got up and skated down the tunnel on his own power, but 
considering he suffered a concussion just last month, there is reason for 
concern. 

The defenceman will spend the night of his 33rd birthday getting tested at 
a Montreal hospital, not travelling with his teammates to Columbus. 

"I just hope he's OK,” Rielly said. “He’s a guy we care deeply about. We 
wish him nothing but the best and hope he's back soon." 

Injury to insult. 

Keefe tried to glean the positives post-game. He spoke of a strong 
showing from his bottom six, which generated a pair of third-period goals, 
and hoped Monday’s embarrassment could have a similar effect on his 
players that October’s 7-1 debacle in Pittsburgh did. [LINK: 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/maple-leafs-extend-losing-streak-
embarrassing-defeat-penguins/ ] 

“Sometimes these games happen. And, frankly, sometimes they're 
needed,” Keefe said. 

And then the coach made another wish: “Sometimes you need these 
types of games as a true wakeup.” 

Set to face the Blue Jackets Tuesday, the Maple Leafs have less than 24 
hours to rub their eyes and jostle their defensive game back on the rails. 

“We gotta put the fire out now,” Matthews said. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Prized prospect Nick Robertson has been producing well since 
returning from the broken leg he suffered in October, scoring three goals 
and adding a pair of assists. 

“He’s come back to the Marlies off a long injury, and he’s been 
outstanding. It’s probably the best I’ve seen him play at that level. He’s 
only 20 years old – I think sometimes that gets forgotten,” Kyle Dubas 
said. 

Robertson has always wielded a dangerous shot, but the GM raved 
about (pumped up?) the winger’s play with and without the puck, his 
improved skating, and his willingness to sharpen his penalty-killing skills 
to round out his game. 

Said Dubas: “It’ll just be a matter of time before he forces our hand.” 

• The Canadiens are auctioning off Monday’s Black History Month 
warmup sweaters. (Caufield’s is the most coveted.) 

Loved the pre-game soundtrack: Kendrick Lamar, 2Pac, Jennifer “Jenny 
from the Block” Lopez, Nate Dogg, Dr. Dre, Ol’ Dirty Bastard, Public 
Enemy, Lil Nas X. 

• How did newest Leaf Ilya Lyubushkin earn the nickname “Russian 
Bear”? 

“He’s just a big boy,” says former Coyote Michael Bunting. “He plays 
rough out there, and he’s not afraid to be physical at all.” 

• Lyubushkin flew to Columbus Monday and will meet up with his 
teammates Tuesday ahead of their game against the Blue Jackets. The 
27-year-old left his family in Arizona and needs to get his visa sorted 
before moving to Canada. 

Considering Lyubushkin hasn’t skated in a couple days, Keefe has not 
yet committed to playing him Tuesday. When he does, he’ll wear No. 26. 

“We want to put him in a position to succeed,” Keefe said. 

• Matthews spent a couple hours in a dentist’s chair and lost a tooth from 
Thursday’s accidental run-in with the crossbar, as he was locked in 
pursuing Sidney Crosby around the net. 

“I’ve had better days. It’s been a bit of a battle trying to eat and all that 
stuff,” said Matthews, his speech temporarily affected by the collision. 

“I saw the crossbar and just decided it would be a great idea if I put my 
face right through it and see what happens. So, great question.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lindholm, Flames bolster contenders status after historic 
display 

 

Eric Francis February 21, 2022, 9:15 PM 

 

With one late, dramatic goal, two historic franchise records had been 
matched, sending Flames fans home happy for a 10th straight 
Saddledome victory on Monday. 
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Someone forgot to tell Darryl Sutter that moments like these are what it is 
all about. 

“I don’t put a lot into 10 in a row, unless they were 10 in a row in the 
playoffs,” said the coach, who has spent his stellar coaching career being 
the ultimate killjoy until a Cup is raised. 

Calgary hockey fans have every reason to be euphoric over the franchise 
turnaround that has the club perched four points clear atop the Pacific 
Division with games in hand. 

The hero was, once again, Elias Lindholm, who equalled the club’s eight-
game goal-scoring streak with a redirection in the final minute that 
matched the Flames’ longest winning streak at 10 games. 

Not only did it tie the mark held by Gary Roberts and Kent Nilsson 
established three decades earlier, it equalled Mitch Marner’s mark as the 
NHL’s longest goal-scoring streak of the season. 

Elite company for this season’s Selke frontrunner, whose forte isn’t 
supposed to be goal-scoring. 

“I’m not so sure it isn’t,” said Sutter of his top centre, whose second 
game-winner in a row was his 23rd of the season. 

“Goal-scoring is one thing. There’s lots of guys that score goals but don’t 
score big goals. Or, at playoff time, don’t get scoring chances. 

“He scores big goals, which usually translates into the next part.” 

After missing the playoffs last season, Lindholm and the Flames will get a 
chance to prove themselves this spring, thanks to a 10-game run that 
has the Flames demonstrating they’re legitimate contenders given how 
complete their game has been of late. 

Dominating visitors for the bulk of this seven-game homestand with a 
flurry of goals nightly, the Flames have outscored opponents 42-15 
during their streak. 

Yet, they’ve won their last two outings with the type of tight, defensive 
outings many would have expected from a Sutter club. 

They can play it both ways, especially when the game’s hottest two-way 
forward is dominating at both ends. 

“If there was a guy that’s going to get us the game-winner there he’s the 
guy I’d bet on,” said Gaudreau, who was asked who might have been the 
one who was bellowing for him to fire it at the net for the nifty tip by his 
linemate with 46.3 seconds left. 

“I don’t know. Maybe (GM) Brad (Treliving).” 

Laughter ensued, representative of just how loose things are in Calgary 
where the surging squad is four up on Vegas with two games in hand. 

Fact is, many in the gap-toothed Family Day crowd had anticipated 
Lindholm would somehow find the score sheet as his bid to tie the record 
had been snatched from him earlier in the afternoon when his second-
period goal was challenged and eventually waived off as he was 
conclusively offside as Oliver Kylington pulled up while entering the zone. 

“I didn’t see the offside goal until in between periods and then I realized I 
went offside there,” chuckled Lindholm, gaining league-wide attention 
after being named the NHL’s first star of the week hours before puck 
drop. 

“Today was a tough game. We didn’t have a lot going on, and not a lot of 
chances, but stuck with it and found a way, like last game, which is nice. 

“Ten in a row is nice. It looks good. We were struggling a little before we 
started this streak. It was nice to see it go in. Ten in a row feels pretty 
good." 

That goal was reviewed too, but it was determined earlier that contact 
with Connor Hellebuyck from Matthew Tkachuk in the crease still gave 
the goalie time to reset. 

So well-rounded is this bunch right now that Jacob Markstrom, the 
backbone of the team’s success this season, barely gets a mention on 
his solid, 22-save effort that required every bit of his brilliance for the 
game to stay 1-1 until the final minute. A Tyler Toffoli empty-netter made 
it 3-1 to give the Flames the longest sweep of a homestand in NHL 
history. 

“The constants we’re being asked about are the streak and how many 
goals we’re scoring,” said Sutter, whose club will have a crack at tying 
the team’s longest home streak Saturday against Minnesota. 

“You’ve got to play low scoring games, that’s very simple. For this outfit 
here, that’s the way it’s going to work. 

“Their mantra was ‘out-score the other team.’ Hasn’t worked for several 
years. You’ve got to be able to shut teams down and take advantage of it 
and how you do it is getting that identity at home. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs search for forward depth continues after 
losing Dzingel on waivers 

 

Luke Fox February 21, 2022, 3:02 PM 

 

MONTREAL – It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for the Toronto Maple Leafs to slip a hockey player through waivers. 

General manager Kyle Dubas appeared to be smiling from crying 
Sunday, when he thought about his waiver luck, crossed his fingers, and 
placed newly acquired forward Ryan Dzingel on the wire. 

“He’s an NHL player,” said Dubas, familiar with the risk. “But selfishly we 
hope he gets through and can provide us depth. If not, that will just be 
another contract slot and some cash for us.” 

On Monday, Dzingel’s $1.1 million came off Toronto’s books as quick as 
it landed on them as part of the Nick Ritchie trade with the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

The versatile Dzingel, who has two 20-goal seasons on his resume, was 
claimed by the San Jose Sharks, keeping him in the Pacific Division 
before he had a chance to pull on a planned No. 18 sweater in Toronto. 

“It’s been tough,” Dubas said of his long list of recent waiver casualties. 
“We tried with Adam Brooks a couple of times. We were sad to lose him.” 

Dubas also lost Michael Amadio to the Vegas Golden Knights on the 
wire, and he has since inked a two-year extension with the club. 

Last season, too, waivers contributed to a drain of the Maple Leafs’ 
planned forward depth, as they lost Jimmy Vesey and Travis Boyd to 
Vancouver. 

With Ritchie gone, Dubas said he’s thankful that veteran Kyle Clifford did 
squeak through unclaimed this season. 

It’s clear Toronto would like some proven NHL-level utility forwards ready 
on the farm to complement with players like Brett Seney and Joey 
Anderson. 

“You’re always looking to add,” said Dubas, acknowledging the silver 
lining. “We’re accruing some cap space daily, so that’s nice.” 

The Maple Leafs have been pleased with the progress of Marlies Bobby 
McMann, Antti Suomela, Curtis Douglas, Joseph Blandisi, and Josh Ho-
Sang — all of whom are on AHL-only contracts and ineligible for a call up 
to the show. 
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“Once we get closer to the trade deadline, we can make the decision of 
whether we want to convert any of them to make them eligible to come 
up,” Dubas said. 

What about the blue line? Is the GM done adding on the back end now 
that he has secured Ilya Lyubushkin from Arizona? 

"I don't think we'll ever say ‘never,’ ” Dubas said. “Every day is a new 
day. If we have the chance to improve the team, we will be looking to do 
so." 
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