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Consistency, experience: Jordan Staal line big part of Carolina Hurricanes’ success  

By Chip Alexander

For those impressed by big numbers, try these: 2,281 games 
and 37,646 minutes. 

That’s the combined total for the Carolina Hurricanes’ line of 
center Jordan Staal and wingers Nino Niederreiter and 
Jesper Fast. That’s a lot of time on ice, a lot of miles, as they 
say. 

There’s nothing overly fancy about the line’s play. It’s solid, 
it’s heavy, it’s effective. It comes from three experienced 
players who know what does and doesn’t work in the NHL 
and how best to help a team win. 

While Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has tinkered with his 
lines during the season and during games, the Staal line has 
remained for the most part intact. Brind’Amour just jots down 
the numbers — 21-11-71 — and goes from there with his 
lineup. 

Brind’Amour opened the Canes’ road game at Pittsburgh on 
Sunday with the Staal line. He opened the second period 
with the Staal line, and the third period. 

Staal scored nine seconds into the second, the puck 
bouncing off him in front of the net. Fast scored off the rush 
nine seconds into the third, after the Penguins won the 
faceoff to begin the period and turned over the puck. The 
Canes won 4-3. 

Then, the line did it again, with another sudden score. At 
Philadelphia on Monday, Niederreiter scored 24 seconds into 
the second period for the game’s first goal. The Canes would 
win in overtime 4-3 to improve to 34-11-4 and move to a 
four-point lead in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I think for us, we know we have to lead the way when we 
get the first shift and set the tone as much as we can,” 
Niederreiter said after the Flyers game. “It’s been working 
over the last couple of games. It’s something we try to do. 
We are all veterans on our line, so we try to move the team 
in the right direction.” 

Staal, 33, is the Canes captain and has more “miles” than 
anyone else — 1,062 regular-season games and 19,756 
minutes on ice (about 329 hours). Niederreiter, 29, played 
his 700th career game against the Pens and has 10,284 
minutes in ice time. Fast, 30, has 518 games and 7,606 
minutes. 

Staal’s biggest problem this season has been in scoring 
goals, finding the net. After scoring twice in the Canes’ first 
seven games, he did not get his third goal of the season until 
Feb. 10 at Boston. 

While many of Staal’s hockey metrics, the numbers used to 
help gauge a player’s performance, were about the same as 
last year’s, one had a precipitous dip: shooting percentage. 
He went 35 games and 60 shots without a goal before he 

scored late in the 6-0 victory over the Bruins on the 
redirection of a Brady Skjei point shot. 

“He does so many things the right way and is so important to 
our team,” Niederreiter said. “He wins faceoffs, he wins a lot 
of one-on-one battles. Whenever he scores it’s just a big plus 
for him. He definitely deserved that goal. He had a lot of 
chances and was a little snake-bitten and got that monkey off 
his back.” 

Staal said during the scoring drought that it was a “little 
frustrating” but noted the team had not suffered because of 
it. 

“I love winning the games,” Staal said. “Obviously we’ve 
played really well and I haven’t been leaned on to score 
goals. We seem to be doing that just fine.” 

Added Brind’Amour: “He’s the leader of our group and the 
measure for me on his success is how well the team is 
doing.” 

In the win over the Penguins, Staal won the draw to start the 
second period and went to the net. A Brett Pesce shot was 
stopped by goalie Tristan Jarry, only to have the puck glance 
off Staal in front and past Jarry. 

Lucky bounce? “I told the guys my left leg was due,” Staal 
joked after the game. 

Niederreiter, who had 20 goals in the 2021 season, has 
backed that up with another productive season and has 15 
through 44 games. Fast, quietly efficient, has been more of a 
surprise with 10 goals in 50 games and is on pace to top his 
career high of 13 with the New York Rangers in 2017-18. 

Staal calls Fast the Canes’ “worker bee.” Brind’Amour says 
what he likes best about Fast’s game is his “consistency 
factor.” 

“If you really think about it his game never changes,” 
Brind’Amour said Monday. “He’ll score a goal here or there, 
yeah, but it’s just the way he goes about his business. He 
plays as hard as he can every shift and every game.” 

The Staal line has been the Canes’ best checking line and it 
doesn’t have the flash and flair of Sebastian Aho’s line with 
Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. But consistency, 
shift after shift, was always one of Brind’Amour’s strengths 
as a player and is appreciated as a coach. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM.



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2022 

 

 

Brind’Amour pushing Hurricanes through ‘dog days’ 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Rod Brind’Amour is in his fourth season as 
coach of the Carolina Hurricanes, but due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, only one of his first three years resulted in a full 
82-game schedule. 

After playing 56 regular season games last season and 68 
the year before, the Hurricanes are 50 games into this 
season but still have 32 to go before the playoffs. 

“It’s very noticeable,” Brind’Amour said on Valentine’s Day 
after his team had followed a weeklong break with four 
games in six days. “Coming out of this little break, it kind of 
felt like, ‘Hey, we should be getting near the end.’ And then 
you look up and go, ‘Wait a minute: It’s not even close to the 
end.’ We’re just kind of halfway home.” 

While the league is back to its usual number of games, 2021-
22 has been nothing but normal. The break built into the 
schedule for players to compete in the Winter Olympics 
meant condensing the 82 games into a tighter window. And 
even when the NHL backed out of Beijing due to COVID-19, 
the number of games that had been postponed due to the 
virus quickly filled up any breathing room the schedule might 
have had. 

Carolina just played three games in four nights, winning all 
three, before getting a brief respite with three days without 
games from Tuesday through Thursday. There are two more 
three-day windows for rest and recovery — March 7-9 and 
March 14-16 — but otherwise, the schedule is a blitzkrieg of 
games until the regular season finale April 28. 

Starting with Friday’s home game against Columbus, the 
Hurricanes will play 32 games in 63 days. There are six sets 
of back-to-back games, and all of them are part of three 
games in four nights. 

Next week, Carolina will play four games, starting at home 
against Edmonton on Sunday with trips to Detroit and 
Washington on Tuesday and Thursday, respectively. Then 
the Penguins will be waiting for them in Raleigh on Friday. 
The Hurricanes will play at least three games in all nine of 
the season’s remaining weeks, and in four of those weeks 
they’ll play four games. 

While veterans like Jordan Staal — who has played all 82 
games five times in his career — know what it’s like to grind 
through a full schedule, it’s different for several of the 
Hurricanes’ younger players. 

“Actually, I’ve never played 82 games before,” Martin Necas 
said. “This is my third season and first full season in the 
NHL, which is just kind of weird. It’s exciting. It’s a long 
season. You have ups and downs as a player (and) as a 
team, for sure.” 

Brind’Amour seems to worry the least about his younger 
guys, shrugging aside a question about 19-year-old rookie 
Seth Jarvis perhaps hitting the proverbial “rookie wall.” 

“Everyone talks about that, young guys getting used to it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Young guys are the guys that have all the 
energy. They’re the guys that don’t have nothing else to do 
but play hockey. They don’t have families to worry about. 
They’re the ones that I think can just plow through it.” 

This is also the time of year that injuries often start mounting 
— and they have for the Hurricanes. 

Carolina has had players leave each of the last three games. 
Vincent Trocheck exited Friday’s home game against 
Nashville but was able to play the back-to-back games in 
Pennsylvania. 

On Sunday afternoon in Pittsburgh, Brendan Smith went 
down to block a shot and was hit in the head with the puck. 
He left the game and did not play Monday. Then in 
Philadelphia, Tony DeAngelo did not return after suffering an 
upper-body injury. 

It’s all part of navigating the NHL’s treacherous 82-game 
regular season that Brind’Amour knows will challenge the 
body but even more so the mind. 

“The great teams find a way to just keep going, keep playing 
the same way,” Brind’Amour said. “And that’s the hard part of 
hockey. It’s not physically for me. It’s not a physical demand 
because guys get enough rest. No, it’s that mentally 
answering the bell every night. That’s the challenge.” 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2022 

 

 

 

Kotkaniemi Hitting His Stride To Start The Second Half 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Jesperi Kotkaniemi etched his 11th goal of 
the season Sunday, matching his single season career-high 
with 33 games left to play. 

It's been quite the season for the 21-year-old already, having 
to handle the spotlight that came with the offer sheet, playing 
Montreal early in the season and starting the year as the 
club's fourth line left wing. 

With the hysteria around the transaction having mostly 
subsided, the meeting against his former teammates out of 
the way, and a little bit more comfortability within the team, 
Kotkaniemi's play as of late has appeared to hit a new gear. 

"I just try and do the same thing every night, work as hard as 
I can. Whatever my ice time is, I just try and use it as best as 
I can," Carolina's #82 said with a smile post-game in 
Pittsburgh. "It's been fun to get a couple of goals, always 
brings the confidence up." 

The game-opening tally came just two days after Kotkaniemi 
led all Canes forwards in ice time in a win over Nashville, 
executing on his biggest assignment of the campaign. An 
injury to Vincent Trocheck left the team with just three 
centers in the lineup, and the Finn was tasked with centering 
both his line that he began the game with, as well as 
Trocheck's spot, between Steven Lorentz and Martin Necas. 

"I thought he was really good. I just basically put him in that 
spot and doubled him up when we had to. He was really 
good. He had a really tough matchup and I thought he was 
solid," Rod Brind'Amour said of the evening, one which 

turned out to be the kick-starter of Kotkaniemi's back-to-back 
set of markers.  "That was a big goal. When I've asked him 
to step into these other roles, he's been great. I think he's 
just going to get better and better. He's getting more 
comfortable with how we want to play and he's got a lot of 
talent." 

As Brind'Amour often preaches, there's more to the game 
than just point production though.  His teammates around 
him have also noticed the elevated play and also believe that 
they'll see him hit a new level here in the second half. 

"[The Nashville game] was a physical game and the juices 
were flowing. When those games happen, 'KK' kind of rises 
and that's something that you want, because come playoff 
time those games get tough and they get tight," Jordan 
Martinook complimented over the weekend. "That's what 
[Friday] was. You see him get better when those games 
come around and that's something that's going to be big here 
down the stretch."  

"He's a player that's been in a few different roles and he's 
continued to find ways to contribute," team captain Jordan 
Staal also praised. "We saw a piece of it [Friday] and we're 
hoping that he can continue to be the player that we know he 
can." 

Now with 22 points on the campaign, Kotkaniemi's current 
career-high is 34, which came during his rookie season with 
the Canadiens. Having only missed three games all year, 
which were because of COVID-19 earlier this month, it feels 
as if there's a real chance for him to hit 35 over the next nine 
weeks. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus season-defining stats for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

By this point of the 2021-22 NHL season, we have a good 
sense of where all 32 teams stand -- and what they're likely 
to do ahead of the trade deadline on March 21. 

For this week's edition of the NHL Power Rankings, we 
identified one stat that helps explain how each team got to 
where it is today. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Feb. 16. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.760 
Next seven days: @ DET (Feb. 23), vs. WPG (Feb. 25), @ 
VGK (Feb. 26), vs. NYI (March 1) 

We knew Colorado could score. We knew it could defend. It 
was the goaltending that raised questions. Well, Darcy 
Kuemper has silenced his critics in a big way, going 16-1-2 
since Dec. 1, with a .929 save percentage and 2.21 goals-
against average. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.735 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Feb. 24), vs. EDM (Feb. 26) 

Some teams talk about depth of scoring. The Panthers are 
living it. Florida had nine (9!) players with 30 or more points 
through 50 games. No wonder it is the only team averaging 
over four goals per game this season. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.714 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Feb. 23), vs. NSH (Feb. 26), vs. 
OTT (March 1) 

At the 50-game mark of its season, Tampa Bay has yet to 
lose consecutive times in regulation. That is impressive. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.740 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Feb. 25), vs. EDM (Feb.27), @ 
DET (March 1) 

Good luck to the other 31 power plays trying to score against 
Carolina. The Hurricanes boast the NHL's best penalty kill 
this season at nearly 90%, and since Nov. 7, Carolina has 
allowed multiple man advantage goals in only one outing. 
Talk about a lockdown. 

5. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.677 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Feb. 24), @ CGY (Feb. 26), vs. 
CGY (March 1) 

After a slow start, Kirill Kaprizov registered a four-point night 
on Nov. 26 -- and became basically unstoppable. The Wild's 
winger tallied a point in all but three games of his next 27 
games and was top five in league scoring over the same 
stretch with 44 points. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.680 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Feb. 24), @ DET (Feb. 26), @ 
WSH (Feb. 28) 

The Maple Leafs have a historically good power play this 
season (which is surprising, given they were slow there out 
of the gate). Toronto is not only the NHL's best team on the 
man advantage at over 31%, but it could potentially surpass 
the league's all-time top power play, registered by the 1977-
78 Canadiens at 31.9%. 

7. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.674 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Feb. 24), vs. MIN (Feb. 26), @ 
MIN (March 1) 

Unsurprisingly, the Flames are averaging the fewest goals 
against per game this season (Jacob Markstrom and Dan 
Vladar have been fantastic in net, clearly). But Calgary has 
balanced that with an elite offensive attack putting it atop the 
NHL in shots fired (36-plus per game). There's a winning 
combination. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.673 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Feb. 24), vs. NYR (Feb. 26), @ 
CBJ (Feb. 27) 

Pittsburgh has been sitting as one of the Metropolitan 
Division's top teams -- and the Penguins have been, fittingly, 
a top-heavy team. Going back to Dec. 1, only Bryan Rust, 
Jake Guentzel and Sidney Crosby have achieved double-
digit goal totals. Pittsburgh's middle-six forward group has 
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been surprisingly silent, and that's worth addressing -- 
internally, or on the trade market. 

9. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.690 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Feb. 24), @ PIT (Feb. 26), vs. 
VAN (Feb. 27) 

New York can handle the pressure of a tight game. This 
season, the Blueshirts have led the league in one-goal 
victories with 16. Igor Shesterkin's Vezina Trophy-caliber 
season definitely helps with that. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.660 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Feb. 25), @ CHI (Feb. 27) 

Ville Husso has surprisingly emerged as the Blues' best 
option in net. He got on a roll in December, gathering an 
impressive 9-1-1 record with .940 save percentage and 1.80 
goals-against average that are tops in the NHL through that 
span. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.608 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Feb. 25), vs. COL (Feb. 26), vs. SJ 
(March 1) 

Vegas is firmly entrenched as a playoff contender this 
season, and yet the team has only one 20-goal scorer in its 
ranks: Jonathan Marchessault. Proof that the by-committee 
approach really can work! 

12. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.620 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Feb. 24), @ SJ (Feb. 26), @ LA 
(Feb. 28), @ ANA (March 1) 

We probably haven't made enough of Charlie McAvoy's 
season in Boston. While Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron have been in and out of the lineup, McAvoy's stats 
have been some of his best ever. He matched career highs 
in goals and points through just 46 games and is a major 
factor in Boston remaining in the top 10 in goals against 
despite its struggles. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Feb. 24), @ PHI (Feb. 26), vs. 
TOR (Feb. 28) 

From the quirky stats department ... Washington (a top Metro 
Division stalwart) paces the NHL in scoring the first goal (35 
times) but has recorded the second-most losses when ahead 
after the first period (five) and has the 20th-best winning 
percentage in such games (.739). Curious. 

14. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.590 
Next seven days: @ TB (Feb. 23), @ FLA (Feb. 26), @ CAR 
(Feb. 27), @ PHI (March 1) 

The Oilers may have scored first the fewest times in a game 
this season (15), but Edmonton is also the only team with a 
perfect record (15-0-0) when tallying that opening score. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.608 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Feb. 24), vs. TB (Feb. 26) 

There's no doubt the Predators have exceeded expectations 
this season. Lately though, the numbers haven't looked so 
good. Prior to Tuesday's win over Florida, Nashville hadn't 
beaten a team in playoff position since Jan. 11, and were 
mired in their longest winless streak of the season (five 
games) after going most of the campaign without back-to-
back losses. Can they build further off a terrific 43-save 
performance from David Rittich against the Panthers? 

16. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Feb. 23), @ NSH (Feb. 24), vs. 
BUF (Feb. 27) 

While Joe Pavelski and Jason Robertson have been leading 
the charge offensively in Dallas, Braden Holtby and Jake 
Oettinger have quietly formed one of the NHL's most 
powerful goaltending duos. In an identical number of starts 
(21), both players have a save percentage above .912 while 
posting 2.78 and 2.34 goals-against averages, respectively. 
That's a big key to the Stars' continued playoff hopes. 

17. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.557 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Feb. 25), vs. NYI (Feb. 27), vs. 
BOS (March 1) 

Sure, Trevor Zegras is drawing all the headlines lately but 
Troy Terry remains the Ducks' most consistent outstanding 
player with twice as many goals (26) as the next player on 
his team (Zegras, with 13). Terry's incredible shooting 
percentage (24.1%) is second-best in the NHL among 
skaters with at least 40 games played. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.590 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Feb. 23), @ ANA (Feb. 25), vs. 
NYI (Feb. 26), vs. BOS (Feb. 28) 

Los Angeles is battling to hold onto a playoff berth and keep 
pace in the Pacific Division. L.A. is currently the NHL's only 
team that's in the top three in both shots on goal (over 35 per 
game) and fewest shots against (28 per game) this season. 
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19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.519 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Feb. 24), @ NYR (Feb. 27), @ 
NJ (Feb. 28) 

There are several ways Bruce Boudreau has strengthened 
the Canucks since taking over. Perhaps the most telling stat 
is that through Boudreau's first 25 games behind the bench, 
Vancouver was top 10 in the league in winning percentage 
(.640), better than the likes of Calgary, Boston or 
Washington in that span. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.530 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Feb. 24), @ CAR (Feb. 25), vs. 
PIT (Feb. 27), vs. NJ (March 1) 

Call it a comeback? Columbus has won more games (six) 
and has the third-best winning percentage (.273) when 
trailing after two periods than any team in the league. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.520 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Feb. 23), @ COL (Feb. 25), @ 
ARI (Feb. 27), vs. MTL (March 1) 

Consistency hasn't been a strength of the Jets' this season. 
Through 50 games, Winnipeg had managed only three win 
streaks of three games or longer. Its best run was four 
victories in a row -- back in October. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Feb. 24), vs. BOS (Feb. 26), vs. 
SEA (Feb. 27), @ VGK (March 1) 

Talk about top performers! Through San Jose's first 49 
games, the team registered a total of 130 goals -- and 35% 
of that came from just two players (Timo Meier and Tomas 
Hertl). 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.510 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Feb. 23), vs. TOR (Feb. 26), vs. 
CAR (March 1) 

If Dylan Larkin keeps this up, 2021-22 could be a career 
year. The Red Wings' captain is in the top 10 in scoring since 
early December, going through only one multigame point 
drought in that stretch and recording 52 points in 46 games. 

24. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.390 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Feb. 24), @ CHI (Feb. 25), vs. 
VAN (Feb. 28), @ CBJ (March 1) 

The Devil is in the details and New Jersey will be working on 
theirs. The Devils have given up the most even-strength 

goals in the NHL this season (135) and seen the most first-
period leads (six) turn into losses. 

25. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.489 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Feb. 24), @ LA (Feb. 26), @ ANA 
(Feb. 27), @ COL (March 1) 

The Islanders are at the bottom of the NHL in scoring, but 
have made progress there of late. After tallying four or more 
goals in only five of its first 23 games, New York scored four 
times or more in eight of their next 19 outings. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.392 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Feb. 26), vs. EDM (March 1) 

Since Dec. 16, Philadelphia has earned just one regulation 
win. That's a tough pill to swallow. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.423 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Feb. 25), vs. STL (Feb. 27) 

Maybe it shouldn't be surprising given how the Blackhawks' 
past two seasons have gone. But seeing a Patrick Kane stat 
line with only 13 goals through 48 games is still a "wait, 
what?" sort of moment. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.392 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Feb. 23), @ STL (Feb. 25), @ 
DAL (Feb. 27) 

From the "not how we drew it up" department: Buffalo has 
had to dress six different goalies this season, with a 
minimum of four starts each. That's a lot of turnover. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.430 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Feb. 26), @ TB (March 1) 

Quick tip when you're playing Ottawa: The Senators have 
scored more goals off deflections (13) than any team this 
season. Goalies, beware. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.284 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Feb. 23), @ OTT (Feb. 26), @ 
WPG (March 1) 

The Canadiens achieved their first win streak of the season 
this month, winning games No. 49, 50 and 51. Enhancing 
that stat even further: Two of the three wins came over 
teams in playoff position (St. Louis and Toronto). 
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31. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.340 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Feb. 24), @ SJ (Feb. 27) 

Seattle may have run into a few problems this season, but 
the expansion group has consistently been the NHL's best 
team in limiting shots against (28.3). It's disappointing 
Seattle hasn't had more reliable goaltending to match. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.300 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Feb. 23), vs. VGK (Feb. 25), vs. 
WPG (Feb. 27) 

There have been a few things lacking in Arizona, including 
discipline! The Coyotes have the highest net penalty total 
(minus-39) in the NHL, taking nearly 4.5 infractions per game 
while drawing just 3.6.
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About Last Night: Winning even when they shouldn’t 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes swept their short trip to 
Pennsylvania, capping it off with a 4-3 overtime win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers — courtesy of Brett Pesce. 

It was a game that the Canes probably would have wanted to 
forget about quickly due to the way they played, but now it 
stands as a testament to how even when the team is playing 
poorly, they can still pull off those wins. 

So let’s take a look back at last night’s victory: 

Even When They’re Off, They’re On 

It was a bad game for the Canes. Everyone will admit as 
much.  

“I didn’t like the game,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
after the game. “We were terrible to start. It’s kind of what I 
thought might happen. A lot of games in this week with four 
in six days.” 

But it’s telling when the team can still pull off wins despite 
that. 

“It wasn’t a great game by us, but you’re not going to have 
beautiful games every night,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just not 
going to happen. It was a good win.” 

The ability to win these kinds of games comes down to a 
combination of two things: star power and routine.  

Star Power 

Star power is in the sense that Frederik Andersen will more 
than likely do his fair share of the work and one of either 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen or Andrei Svechnikov — 
the Canes have so much talent, but these three are just 
special — will probably make a dazzling play at some point. 

Both of those things happened last night. 

Svechnikov made a ridiculous pass to Teravainen for the 
Canes’ second goal of the game... 

...but Andersen was the real star of the show. 

The Danish goaltender made 38 saves, including stopping 
some really high-danger chances by the Flyers with none 
being bigger than the save on Cam Atkinson in overtime. 

Oh my... pic.twitter.com/wWMvvdgBqQ 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) February 21, 2022  

“He’s been great,” Brind’Amour said on his netminder. “The 
goals that went in, we shot the first one in ourselves, right? 
The other one is questionable, banging around and we’re 
debating whether we call goalie interference. Those are the 
ones that beat him. He got us two points tonight, for sure” 

When Jaccob Slavin was asked after the game if he’s ever 
surprised by how well Andersen plays, he provided a pretty 
candid answer. 

“Surprised? No. But thankful? Absolutely.” 

Routine 

And when I say routine, I mean how the Canes have a 
structure and a way they go about playing the same way 
every single game. 

It’s an extremely demanding system that requires a ton of 
effort and can really drain players of their energy. 
Brind’Amour himself knows as much. 

“I ask a lot of these guys, and they give it every night,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Tonight we just didn’t have it, you could 
tell. The fact that they still found a way to build some sort of 
game. Again, our D, when one guy goes down and we get 
put in the penalty box and we’re four guys playing for all 
these minutes. It says a lot about those guys.” 

So even when the Canes are gassed, they are still trying to 
build their game and do things the “right” way. 

One of the primary ways they go about that is forechecking 
hard and generating offense in close to the net.  

Because when you can start creating bounces, good things 
usually follow. 

The Staal line generated another start-of-the-period goal by 
getting pucks in deep and going to the net and the Trocheck 
line was a case of cycling the puck to the blueline and 
creating chaos in front. 

Both goals being direct results of the primary offensive 
systems of the Hurricanes. 

Good teams win the games they are expected to, but great 
teams win games even when they really shouldn’t. 

Heavy Logs for the Defense 

It was a difficult situation for the blueline. 

In back-to-back games, the Hurricanes found themselves 
shorthanded on defense due to an injury early in the game.  

On Sunday, it was Bredan Smith being struck in the head 
with the puck while attempting to block a shot and on 
Monday, it was Tony DeAngelo seemingly injuring himself on 
a slap shot attempt. 

Below is the sequence that will cause DeAngelo to miss the 
rest of today's game. 
 
He was in some real discomfort after letting the shot go, 
which came right at the start of his shift. You can see him 
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getting off and going down the tunnel immediately following. 
pic.twitter.com/aSpewXnU59 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) February 21, 2022  

As such, the remaining guys had to hold down the fort and 
log some really heavy minutes over the two-day stretch. 

Here’s how the minutes broke down for the Canes’ top three 
guys: 

Jaccob Slavin - 56:17 
Brett Pesce - 55:40 
Brady Skjei - 50:06 

That’s a lot of hockey in ~about~ a 30-hour window.  

The craziest thing was that the blueline was still effective in 
the offensive zone in spite of those heavy minutes, with five 
different defensemen registering points over the two-game 
span, including Pesce’s overtime winner. 

“It’s not easy, especially on a back-to-back,” Pesce said after 
Monday’s game. “When you go down to four D, it’s always 
tough. Sometimes it makes it more fun. You’re going out 
every other shift. You don’t even have time to think. You’re 
just kind of playing. Your instincts take over. You ask 
anybody, the more minutes you play the more fun you’re 
going to have. It wasn’t too bad” 

Even if it might have been “fun” for some of Carolina’s 
players, the upcoming three-day break should be a welcome 
sign for the team.  

Their next game is at home and will be against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Friday, February 25, so the defensemen can 
get some much needed rest and maybe DeAngelo and Smith 
can make some headway on their recoveries because their 
is a lot more hockey on the horizon and the Canes are going 
to need all hands on deck as they push for the playoffs. 
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Kochetkov wins AHL debut, Noesen’s first pro hat trick power Wolves to strong weekend 
outing 

By Sarah A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 29-10-4-3 (61 points; 1st in Central Division; 4th in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.30 

Goals Against/Game: 2.59 

Shots/Game: 35.46 

Shots Against/Game: 25.39 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.4% (T-16th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 84.8% (4th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (64) 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (28) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (42) 

Next Game: Saturday, February 26 at Manitoba 

(stats as of February 21, 2022)  

With Pyotr Kochetkov’s AHL debut this weekend, the 
Chicago Wolves have officially used eight different goalies 
this season. While injuries have contributed to the carousel 
in net, the Wolves currently have a wealth of riches to 
choose from. Kochetkov, Alex Lyon, and Jack LaFontaine 
are all healthy and available to play at the moment, and all 
three have proven to be more than capable in net. (Beck 
Warm was reassigned to the ECHL’s Norfolk Admirals today 
and is presumably recovered from his injury.)  

For Lyon, the experienced veteran of the team, this isn’t 
actually a new situation for him. The 29-year old played two 
games for the Philadelphia Flyers in the 2018-19 season, 
where the team ran through eight different goalies as well. 
(That team, by the way, set an NHL record for most goalies 
used in a season.)  

“To me, this is just a minor goalie conundrum,” Lyon said 
after he backstopped the Wolves to a win over the Iowa Wild 
on Saturday. For Lyon, he’s taking the season day by day 
and isn’t spending too much time focusing on the increased 
competition for playing time. “My role is to go up [to the NHL] 
and play well and come down and play well and hold the ship 
here. [...] I take a lot of pride in being a jack of all trades, just 
try to bring a good attitude and a good work ethic to the rink 
every day. That’s all I can do.”  

Game 44: Wolves 3, Admirals 4  

Stop me if this sounds familiar — the Wolves had the lead, 
gave up the lead, and very nearly crawled back from a two-
goal deficit, but ultimately ran out of time. That’s the story of 
this week’s game against the Milwaukee Admirals, which 
saw the Wolves leading 2-0 after the first period, only to 
surrender four straight goals in the second. Josh Leivo drew 
the Wolves within one on a power play early in the third 
period, but despite putting 12 shots that period on Admirals 

goaltender Devin Cooley, they weren’t able to find the 
equalizer.  

Letting the other team get back into a game that the Wolves 
had well in control has been a frequent frustration of head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky this season. While the Wolves 
controlled the first period, they were slow to start the second 
and quickly let the Admirals take over. The Admirals, who 
have been one of the hottest teams in the AHL recently after 
struggling through the beginning of the season, scored just 
22 seconds into the second period en route to dominating 
that frame. Former Wolf Cody Glass had a goal and two 
assists and led the Admirals with six shots on goal.  

Scoring: Josh Leivo, 1 G; Stefan Noesen, 1 G; David Gust, 1 
G; Jack Drury, 2 A; Andrew Poturalski, 2 A; Joey Keane, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 17 of 21, 0.810 Sv%  

Game 45: Wolves 5, Wild 3 

Pyotr Kochetkov introduced himself to Wolves (and 
Hurricanes) fans in somewhat epic fashion as he gathered 
his first North American win in his AHL debut. Things didn’t 
exactly start auspiciously, however, as the Iowa Wild scored 
on their first shot of the game. Granted, it came off of a 
terrible turnover at the blue line, but Kochetkov looked 
slightly lost on the play. Even though it was a goal that most 
goalies would have surrendered without some heroics, the 
quick goal against certainly raised some eyebrows.  

Kochetkov and the Wolves recovered quickly enough, 
however, with Josh Leivo and Stefan Noesen scoring power 
play goals in the first period. The Wild ended the first period 
with a power play goal, and then retook the lead early in the 
second period. Neither goal could particularly be pinned on 
Kochetkov; the power play goal came off of a rebound and 
some chaos in front of the net, and the other was a strange 
backhanded shot that Kochetkov could likely not see clearly 
because of traffic in front.  

The rookie goalie stood tall through the rest of the second 
period, stopping 13 of 14 shots. Perhaps the move that has 
already cemented his place as a fan favorite, however, was 
his reaction after being barrelled over by Wild forward Kyle 
Rau and clipped in the face with a stick. What’s a young 
goalie to do? Oh, just stand up and challenge the visitor’s 
bench: 

How do you become an instant fan favorite? Take a stick to 
the mouth then chirp the bench! #LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/qLfaDr2nX7 

— Greg Boysen (@GregBoysen) February 20, 2022  

Kochetkov’s spirited reaction got the fans going as a spirited 
second period drew to a close — a period in which the Wild 
team was held on their bench until all of the Wolves had left 
the ice. (Both home and away teams access their respective 
locker rooms through the same tunnel in the Allstate Arena 
— fights breaking out between players as they’re exiting 
have occurred in the past.)  
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With the Wolves trailing by one, it was time for Stefan 
Noesen to take over the game. He’d already had a strong 
performance in the game, leading the team in shots and 
being one of the first to jump into the fray after Kochetkov 
was hit in the second period. Noesen re-tied the game early 
in the third period, followed a few minutes later by a Joey 
Keane power play goal.  

Noesen capped off his excellent performance with an empty 
net goal in the final minute of play. Remarkably, the goal was 
his first professional hat trick.  

This was the 10th time this season that the Wolves put at 
least 40 shots on their opponent. They’re 7-3-0-0 when 
recording 40 or more shots, with losses against Rockford 
twice, and Manitoba once.  

They've gotten 40+ shots 10 times this season! 
 
10/16 vs Rockford (43) 
11/17 @ Grand Rapids (48) 
11/28 vs Grand Rapids (44) 
12/5 @ Iowa (43) 
1/8 vs. Iowa (45) 
1/17 @ Rockford (45) 
1/23 @ Manitoba (41) 
1/28 vs. Grand Rapids (40) 
2/11 @ Rockford (47) 
2/19 vs Iowa (40) https://t.co/L6aw7jckR6 

— Sarah Avampato (@WriteSaidSarah) February 20, 2022  

Asked about the win, which ended a three-game slide for the 
Wolves, Noesen cited the team’s commitment to playing the 
right way to get results. “I’m a perfectionist, I like things done 
exactly how they should be, but we have such a young 
group, it’s kind of the learning curve of being a leader and 
being a veteran, a captain. So just kind of took it upon 
ourselves to start doing things the right way again.” 

Welcoming another goalie to the team has been easy for the 
Wolves, said Noesen. “You can just tell he’s got all the tools 
right there. We know we can rely on [any of our goalies] to 
make a save when we need to.” He also didn’t hesitate to 
stand up for Kochetkov after getting hit. “I don’t really know 
what happened on the play, I saw him go down and I kind of 
jumped in, but it’s important for him to know that we have his 
back and, you know, I didn’t hear about what he did. But I 
think he’s a little fiery and that’s what we love.” 

Warsofsky commended Noesen for jumping in to support 
Kochetkov. “[Noesen’s] a team player, he wants to win, cares 
about his teammates, so nice of him to jump in there.” In 
regards to Kochetkov, Warsofsky was somewhat familiar 
with him, having watched him in the leadup to the 2019 draft. 
“He’s a big goalie that can move really well. He got really 
comfortable after the first period, it looked like. Settled down, 
played the second, third, period, and made some big saves. 
We decided we were probably going to start him when he got 
here, get him some days of practice and let’s throw him into 
the fire.” 

The plan going forward is to continue to rotate between 
Lyon, LaFontaine, and Kochetkov, to make sure that all three 
are getting enough minutes to develop and stay sharp.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 3 G; Joey Keane, 1 G, 2 A; Josh 
Leivo, 1 G, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 3 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; 
Max Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 30 of 33, 0.909 Sv%  

Game 46: Wolves 5, Wild 1 

The Wolves turned back to Alex Lyon to close out their 
weekend against the Wild in another performance that saw 
the Wolves dominate. The game started out physical, with 
roughing penalties being handed out within the first minute of 
play after a scrum at the Wolves’ bench. Clearly the officials 
wanted to set the tone for the game, knowing how physical 
the previous day’s match had gone. It only marginally 
worked; the rest of the first period was relatively benign but 
the second period featured six separate penalties and 
physicality after nearly every stoppage in play.  

While the Wild focused on trying to play rough, the Wolves 
focused on scoring goals. Jesper Sellgren opened scoring 
when he jumped up to join the play, scoring off of a bad-
angle shot along the goal line.  

Stefan Noesen scored the second goal of the game and his 
fourth in two days when he was in the right place at the right 
time. A shot from Andrew Poturalski bounced off of the 
crossbar and fell to Noesen’s stick for an easy goal for the 
veteran.  

Noesen opened scoring in the second period as well, which 
was the culmination of a wild (pun slightly intended) shift of 
play which saw an attempted clear by Wolves defenseman 
Daniel Brickley go awry, bouncing off of a Wild player and 
nearly careening into the Wolves net. Brickley recovered the 
puck to send it up the ice on the play that would ultimately 
result in Noesen’s goal.  

Wild goaltender Hunter Jones was pulled after the Wolves’ 
fifth goal, a stoppable shot from CJ Smith. Zane McIntyre, in 
net for the second night, was perfect in relief, but the 
damage had already been done.   

While a highly emotional game like this one could be a 
challenge for a team, but Warsofksy welcomes these 
moments. “Playoff hockey is going to start ramping up in 
March and April, but it’s good. It’s an experience that we 
need. We’re gonna be in these types of games. Down a goal, 
up a goal, emotional games. So it’s a good learning 
experience for our group.” 

On the back of his performance this week, Stefan Noesen 
was selected as the AHL Player of the Week. All told, he 
recorded six goals in three games and currently leads the 
AHL in goals. His next closest competition is Sheldon Dries 
of the Abbotsford Canucks, who currently has 26 goals.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; 
CJ Smith, 1 G; Jesper Sellgren, 1 G; Josh Leivo, 2 A; Jack 
Drury, 1 A; David Gust, 1 A; Daniel Brickley, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 24 of 25, 0.960 Sv%  
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Wolves taking it outside Tuesday 

Let’s PLAY OUTSIDE 

The Chicago Wolves have scheduled the second outdoor 
practice in team history for 11 a.m. Tuesday at the Chicago 
Wolves Ice Rink in Rosemont’s Parkway Bank Park 
Entertainment District. Head coach Ryan Warsofsky sees 
this as a chance to switch things up and provide something 
new for his players during a stretch when practices can get 
stale. 

“Just have some fun,” Warsofsky said. “It’s a long year. We 
forget sometimes — I know it’s a job, I completely get it — 
but we have to enjoy what we do. And we have to have fun. 
It’s a great game. And when times are tough and you don’t 
feel like going to the rink all the time, you’ve got to make it 
fun. For me, there were times in my college career where I 
didn’t like going to the rink. I just wasn’t having fun. So we’ve 
got to make sure we enjoy coming to the rink.” 

During Warsofsky’s first season as an AHL head coach (with 
the Charlotte Checkers in 2019-20), his team held an 
outdoor practice during a road trip in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 
He’s hoping Tuesday’s change of venue keeps things loose 
as the Central Division leaders prepare for this weekend’s 
road trip to second-place Manitoba. 

But, of course, there’s going to be a purpose behind the 
practice. 

“Our 4-on-4 play is not good and we’re going to play some 4-
on-4 outdoor hockey,” Warsofsky said. “There’s a positive to 
it and we’ll try to learn from it. It’s a thing we can look forward 
to.” 

BIG GIVEAWAYS AHEAD 

The Wolves have led the Central Division since Nov. 27 — a 
stretch of 87 days and counting — which is reason enough to 
get out to Allstate Arena for the final two months of the 
regular season. As an added bonus, the Wolves’ promotional 
schedule is filled with extra reasons to get to a game. 

On March 5, the first 2,500 fans receive a Wolves Snow 
Globe courtesy of Jewel-Osco and there’s a free postgame 
skate courtesy of Jiffy Lube. The Wolves Goalie Bank Mask 
Giveaway, courtesy of My50 Chicago, will be Saturday, April 
9. The Wolves Trading Cards Giveaway, presented by 
Vienna Beef, will be Sunday, April 24. 

CRAFT BEER NIGHTS 

The Wolves’ home schedule in March is filled with Craft Beer 
Nights! 

The fun starts with the Wolves’ next home game on 
Wednesday, March 2, against Texas, and continues on 
March 16, March 22 and March 25. 

The Wolves offer a Craft Beer Package of a ticket, three craft 
beers and a T-shirt for one low price. To get yours, click here 
or contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

TOP LINE 

STEFAN NOESEN 

Noesen earned the American Hockey League’s Player of the 
Week award Monday after stacking up six goals in three 
games, which included his first professional hat trick in 
Saturday’s win over Iowa. Noesen regained possession of 
the league lead in goals with 28 in 41 games, which means 
he’s on pace to score 48 goals this season — the most in the 
AHL since 2010. 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The Wolves captain piled up one goal and six assists in three 
games to extend his point streak to seven games and to 
push his AHL-leading points total to 64 (22G, 42A). He’s on 
pace to score 108 points this season, which would be the 
AHL’s highest total since the Wolves’ Jason Krog posted 112 
points while winning the AHL’s Most Valuable Player award 
in 2007-08. 

PYOTR KOCHETKOV 

The 22-year-old from Penza, Russia, made his North 
American debut Saturday night and backstopped the Wolves 
to a 5-3 victory. The Carolina Hurricanes’ second-round pick 
in the 2019 NHL Draft hadn’t played in the KHL since Jan. 7, 
but he shook off the rust to hold the Wild scoreless for the 
final 38 minutes while stopping their final 22 shots. 

REWIND (2-1-0-0) 

SUNDAY, FEB. 20: (AT) CHICAGO 5, IOWA 1 

 The Wolves scored the game’s first five goals in the 
opening 28 minutes and cruised to a weekend 
sweep of the Wild at Allstate Arena. 

 Forward Stefan Noesen delivered his league-
leading 27th and 28th goals while forwards Andrew 
Poturalski and CJ Smith and defenseman Jesper 
Sellgren also scored. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 24 saves to earn the 
win. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2022 

 

SATURDAY, FEB. 19: (AT) CHICAGO 5, IOWA 3 

 Forward Stefan Noesen produced the first 
professional hat trick of his eight-year career, 
including the tying and insurance goals in the third 
period, to spark the Wolves’ rally. 

 Forward Josh Leivo scored a power-play goal, 
defenseman Joey Keane delivered the game-
winning goals and two assists while captain Andrew 
Poturalski handed out three assists. 

 Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 30 shots to 
win his North American pro debut. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 15: MILWAUKEE 4, (AT) CHICAGO 3 

 Forward Stefan Noesen scored his league-leading 
23rd goal to stake the Wolves to a 2-0 lead, but 
Milwaukee answered with four scores in the second 
to swipe the School-Day Game win. 

 Forwards David Gust and Josh Leivo also scored 
goals while Andrew Poturalski and Jack Drury 
contributed two assists apiece. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon notched 17 saves. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Saturday, 
Feb. 26 

at Manitoba 2 p.m. 
Canada Life 
Centre 

AHLTV 

Sunday, 
Feb. 27 

at Manitoba 2 p.m. 
Canada Life 
Centre 

AHLTV 

Wednesday, 
March 2 

vs. Texas 7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Saturday, 
March 5 

vs. Texas 7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Sunday, 
March 6 

vs. Iowa 3 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258646373.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/brindamour-pushing-hurricanes-through-dog-days/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/kotkaniemi-hitting-his-stride-to-start-the-second-half/c-331022676 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33349544/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-season-defining-stats-every-team 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/22/22945917/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-winning-even-when-they-shouldnt 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/22/22946040/pyotr-kochetkov-wins-ahl-debut-stefan-noesen-first-pro-hat-trick-power-chicago-wolves 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/21/wolves-taking-it-outside-tuesday/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 23, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 

1198803 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

NHL Recap: Hurricanes, Flames, Bruins, Canucks, Canadiens & More 

 

February 22, 2022  

by Tom Pepper 

 

In this edition of NHL Recap, these are the top quotes from players and 
coaches following all games played on Feb. 21, 2022: 

Colorado Avalanche @ Boston Bruins 

Final Score: Bruins 5-1 Avalanche 

The Boston Bruins earned its second consecutive win with a 5-1 victory 
over the NHL’s top-ranked Colorado Avalanche on Monday. The Bruins 
opened the scoring at 17:30 of the first period and held a lead for the 
remainder of the game with a dominant performance, outshooting the 
Avalanche, 45-29. 

Bruins forward David Pastrnak: “I think it was the best game of this year, 
if we’re talking about the full game and 60 minutes. We just stayed in the 
moment. We were really energized, and it was a great win for us. A big 
two points.” 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

The Avalanche’s seven-game road winning streak comes to an end with 
its loss on Monday. It was an uncharacteristic game for Colorado, who 
struggled to keep up with the Bruins’ relentless effort. 

Avalanche forward Gabriel Landeskog: “We were a little bit sloppy 
coming out of our zone, and then that kind of translates to the neutral 
zone and obviously to the offensive zone as well. They were good 
tonight. We weren’t on our A game. When you have one team that plays 
their best and one team that doesn’t, then it’s going to be lopsided at the 
end of the day. We know we’re a better team than we showed tonight. 
We’ll get back on track here Wednesday (at the Detroit Red Wings).” 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Philadelphia Flyers 

Final Score (OT): Hurricanes 4-3 Flyers 

The Carolina Hurricanes extended its winning streak to three games with 
a 4-3 overtime victory over the Philadelphia Flyers on Monday. The 
Hurricanes held and blew a one-goal lead three times in the game, but 
came out on top in extra time on the back of goaltender Frederik 
Andersen, who stopped 38 of 41 shots for a .927 save percentage 
(SV%). 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour: “It’s kind of what I thought 
might happen. We came off an emotional game last night (4-3 win over 
the Pittsburgh Penguins), but ‘Freddie’ was good, kept us in the game in 
the first period. You could tell we didn’t have a lot of energy, a lot of juice, 
but these guys dig in.” 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 

The Flyers continue to struggle amid a five-game winless skid. Although 
it fought back from one goal down three times in regulation, it couldn’t 
finish the job in overtime to get back in the win column. 

Flyers head coach Mike Yeo: “We’re putting ourselves in a position to win 
because of things that we’re doing. We’re not closing out games because 
of things we may not be doing at certain times of the game. We just have 
to remain incredibly resilient right now and determined to keep getting 
better, and I’m going to ask the same of the players.” 

Winnipeg Jets @ Calgary Flames 

Final Score: Flames 3-1 Jets 

The Calgary Flames reached double-digits on its winning streak, with 10 
consecutive wins, following a 3-1 victory over the Winnipeg Jets on 
Monday. The game looked headed to overtime, until the Flames tallied 
the game-winning goal with 47 seconds remaining, then added an empty-
netter with 11 seconds left. 

Flames forward Elias Lindholm: “Today was a tough game. We didn’t 
have a lot going on, not a lot of chances, but we stick with it and found a 
way, just like last game, so it was nice.” 

Elias Lindholm Calgary Flames 

Elias Lindholm, Calgary Flames (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

The Jets kept itself in the game until the very final minute of the third 
period. The regulation loss is a disappointing result for Winnipeg, who 
have dropped its last two contests. 

Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt: “It’s hard when you’re 40 seconds away 
from at least getting a point but it’s a hard-fought game. It was a good 
hockey game. There were a lot of chances for both teams and both 
goalies played well. It’s starting to get to that time where you need to 
start accumulating points this time of year. 

Toronto Maple Leafs @ Montreal Canadiens 

Final Score: Canadiens 5-2 Maple Leafs 

The Montreal Canadiens strung a third consecutive win together, taking 
down its rival Toronto Maple Leafs, 5-2, on Monday. The Canadiens 
played a strong game, start to finish, and showed the confidence that 
Montreal fans have been waiting to see this season. 

Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis: “I think you need some swagger 
and I think we’re building a lot of swagger right now. And swagger is not 
like cockiness or arrogance, it’s just like believing in yourself and feeling 
good about yourself, and I think we have that. Swagger is so important in 
this league to be successful.” 

Martin St. Louis 2018 Hockey Hall Of Fame 

The Maple Leafs lost its second consecutive game in embarrassing 
fashion. Toronto found itself down, 5-0, before responding with two goals 
in the third period. 

Maple Leafs forward John Tavares: “Probably as disappointing of a game 
for us this year. We have to clean up what we’re giving up off the rush. 
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It’s obviously something that is continuously giving the other team 
opportunities and life, and certainly for them tonight they generated a lot 
off of that.” 

Seattle Kraken @ Vancouver Canucks 

Final Score: Canucks 5-2 Kraken 

The Vancouver Canucks got an early jump on the Seattle Kraken, 
faltered slightly, and then took over in a 5-2 victory on Monday. After 
scoring 11 seconds into the first period, the Canucks allowed two goals 
to the Kraken before the end of the frame, but responded with four 
consecutive goals (two in the second period, two in the third period) to 
seal the win. 

Canucks forward Tyler Motte: “We play simple, we play hard and fast, 
create a few turnovers, and we’re going to continue to generate a little bit 
of offense. For us, it’s making sure we’re taking care of the [defensive] 
side of it, too. We’re not giving them much there. Contributing offensively 
is obviously huge for our group. We don’t want to put too much pressure 
on our top guys to score every night.” 

Tyler Motte Vancouver Canucks 

The Kraken keep falling with a fourth loss in a row, this time to the 
Canucks. Seattle struggled to maintain possession of the puck and find 
quality scoring opportunities on Monday against a hungry Vancouver 
side. 

Kraken defenseman Mark Giordano: “We had a rough night with the puck 
all night. We usually break the puck out a lot cleaner, don’t spend time in 
our zone and they were desperate. We knew they’re going to be 
desperate coming off a bad loss, you can tell right from the start.” 
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Loose pucks: Overanalyzing everything the Hurricanes do, SAT line 
supremacy, Pyotr Kochetkov gets feisty and more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Feb 22, 2022  

  

Since the start of the second half of the season, the Hurricanes have had 
a hard time sticking to any of our preconceived narratives — for better 
and worse. 

They’ll play really well against the Panthers then let it slip away in 
overtime. They’ll allow two empty-net goals to complicate an otherwise 
strong showing against the Predators. 

You’ll take notes while watching a game, trying to analyze this hockey 
team, and by the time the final horn sounds, you don’t know what to do 
with it all. They’re spoiling our oh-so-coveted decisiveness with, uh, real-
life hockey. How dare they? 

I will say, in Monday’s overtime thriller against the Flyers, the narrative 
finally stayed fairly consistent, with the Canes, again and again, taking 
the lead and then giving it up — three times before a Brett Pesce catch 
and goal with 18 seconds left in overtime in the Canes’ 4-3 win. 

So what gives with this recent trend of touch-and-go? Is it just the effect 
of playing four games in six days and two straight short-handed? Or 
should we worry about the team’s inability to string together a full 60? 

“I wouldn’t say there’s any concern (in the locker room),” Jaccob Slavin 
told me Monday. “As a team, we set ourselves to a high standard. 

(Coach Rod Brind’Amour) holds us to a high standard, as well. We know 
the team that we have within those walls. When we’re not playing our 
game, obviously with the outcomes we’ve had over the past couple 
weeks, you’ve seen that. 

“As a team, I wouldn’t say that the vibe is bad by any means, but we 
know we all have better to give. We know if we want to reach our goal by 
the end of the year, we can’t be taking nights off. We’ve got to be 
consistent.” 

I don’t know about you, but I suspect my thought process is partially to 
blame for my inability to get a read on the team right now. I feel like a 
scientist on a constant quest for evidence to prove or disprove the 
hypothesis that the Hurricanes could win the Stanley Cup. 

Sometimes, when you try too hard to see every game through the lens of 
“Cup contender or fraud,” you risk losing the plot. Right now, the plot is 
Brendan Smith leaving the game against Pittsburgh after being struck in 
the ear by a puck, Tony DeAngelo leaving the game against Philly after 
being hit with a point shot and aggravating an upper-body injury, and 
Pesce sitting down for a postgame interview with a sigh and a “Jesus.” 

“(Netting the winner) was a good feeling for sure, but I think I’m more 
relieved that the games are over, to be honest,” he said after playing four 
games in six days. “Four D, that’s tough. I’m not going to lie. It’s a good 
feeling. We worked hard the last two games, man. We didn’t quit on 
anything. It starts with our goaltending. Antti (Raanta) was great 
yesterday. Freddie with those saves at the end was incredible. It’s a good 
few days.” 

So no, it hasn’t been perfect, but the team has had to step up in the face 
of in-game injuries, and the Canes have won their past three. 
Sometimes, in the dog days of the season, it’s just about getting it done. 
Pesce logged 28:03 of ice time Sunday and 27:37 on Monday. Slavin 
logged 27:16 on Sunday and 29:01 on Monday. 

“I ask a lot of these guys, and they give it every night,” Brind’Amour said 
after Monday’s win. “Tonight, we just didn’t have it. You could tell. The 
fact that they still found a way to build some sort of game. Again, our D, 
when one guy goes down and we get put in the penalty box and we’re 
four guys playing for all these minutes, it says a lot about those guys.” 

Loose pucks 

• So, the Canes are 3-0-0 after that not-world-ending-but-still-significant 
loss to the Panthers. When I said that game was important, I meant a win 
would be great for confidence, but a loss might lead to a snowball effect 
or a “dig in” moment. Looks like the latter. 

• Sebastian Aho’s leadership was really striking after that loss to the 
Panthers. After games like that, a lot of players hit the showers and sprint 
out of the arena, and there’s nothing wrong with that. But Aho stayed and 
spoke to the media when he wasn’t planning on it. And he didn’t give filler 
answers. If anything, he was even more thoughtful than usual. Listening 
to him, in the moment, I was sure he’ll eventually captain this team. 
Watch it here. 

• It bears repeating that the Canes have one of the hardest second-half 
schedules in the league. All the more reason to suspend obsession with 
the process and squeak out the wins where you can get them. Anything 
to prove Dom wrong. 

• I was at the 2019 draft when the Canes took Pyotr Kochetkov at No. 36, 
and I distinctly remember he didn’t speak a lick of English. I wonder what 
words he has learned to get a reaction like this out of the Iowa Wild 
bench. 

Welcome to the AHL. The Canes were able to assign Kochetkov to the 
Wolves on Feb. 15 after he ended his season with Nizhny Novgorod with 
a 2.23 goals-against average and was tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage (.926) in 23 games. He was a little shaky early in his Wolves 
debut, but he looked great as he got more comfortable. He ended the 
game with a win, a .909 save percentage and whatever happened in the 
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video above. It’ll be interesting to follow Kochetkov and Jack LaFontaine 
in net as the Wolves’ season progresses. 

• Speaking of goalies, Raanta played his first game since Feb. 8 on 
Sunday. Expect him to take on much more of the load down the stretch. 
Good thing he was pretty solid against the Penguins. 

• Jesperi Kotkaniemi has been super noticeable in a good way since he 
had to step up in lieu of Vincent Trocheck against Nashville. He’s got two 
goals in three games, giving him 11 overall, and has a more assertive 
feel to his game. He leads the Canes in shooting percentage (19 
percent), and that tells me he should take more shots. We’ll see where 
his confidence goes if he keeps this up. 

• Tweet of the week: After Pesce’s overtime winner, from his father: 

Never change, Brian. And never let your son make you log off. 

• Stat of the week: On Sunday, the Canes became the first team in NHL 
history to score a goal within the first 10 seconds of two consecutive 
periods — both at the nine-second mark. My favorite part was the 
commentators declaring, “We won’t have a goal in the first nine 
seconds,” at the beginning of the second period. Maybe pump the breaks 
before you doubt a guy named “Jesper Fast” to score a quick goal, eh? 

• We’re at the point where if you see Andrei Svechnikov in the penalty 
box, you know he’ll more than make up for it on the scoresheet. At his 
best, he’s flexing so many different elements of his game and has the 
ability to completely take over. That pass to Teuvo Teravainen on 
Monday was otherworldly, and he’s got four goals and six points in his 
past five games. 

• Don’t let the Svechnikov flash distract you from Teravainen’s six-game 
point streak. Y’all see what happens when the SAT line is clicking? Keep 
’em together. 
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Laine nets two more goals for Blue Jackets, sinks Maple Leafs in OT 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Controversial calls sting a little less when Patrik Laine gets room and 
time with the puck on his stick in overtime.  

That was atop the list of things the Blue Jackets learned during an 
entertaining 4-3 victory in OT over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday 
night at Nationwide Arena.  

Despite allowing Jason Spezza’s 6-on-5 equalizer with 2:06 left in 
regulation, a goal that withstood a review to determine whether he kicked 
it into the net, the Jackets won thanks to Laine’s goal 20 seconds after 
overtime began.  

“That was a tough one at the end, a tough bounce (on Spezza’s goal), 
but we found a way after 60 minutes,” said Laine, who took a short pass 
from Jakub Voracek and sent a laser over goalie Jack Campbell’s 
shoulder and under the crossbar to end it. “I just knew ‘Jake’ wasn’t 
going to shoot his backhand from the blue line, so I was assuming he 
was going to give it to me. He made a great play, drove them back, gave 
me some room and I was able to get my shot off — and I’m happy it went 
in.”  

Likewise for his teammates, who mobbed the red-hot winger afterward. It 
was Laine’s second goal of the game, 18th of the season and 12th ina 
point streak he extended to 10 straight games.  

Adam Boqvist and Brendan Gaunce scored the other goals for the Blue 
Jackets (26-23-1), who trailed 2-1 to start the third and used their goals 
to take a 3-2 lead.   

Zach Werenski assisted on Laine’s goals for a two-point night, while 
Jean-Francois Berube made 39 saves for his second straight win while 
the injured goaltending duo of Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo is 
unavailable.  

Auston Matthews (goal, two assists) and Michael Bunting (goal and 
assist) led the Maple Leafs, who dropped both ends of a back-to-back 
that began with a 5-2 loss Monday in Montreal.  

It was the Blue Jackets’ eighth win in their past 10 games and third in a 
row.  

“I thought the whole group, they were giving it,” coach Brad Larsen said. 
“We lost ourselves a bit in the second, but in the third we got an early 
goal (from Boqvist), which helps. But that’s a good hockey team we 
played and they come at you.”  

Laine’s torrid streak continues for Blue Jackets  

The best stretch of Laine’s time with the Blue Jackets is still going strong 
thanks to another impressive night on the offensive end of the rink.  

The Finnish winger’s 17th goal pushed his point streak to 10 games and 
tied it 1-1 at 6:13 of the second period on another gorgeous wrist shot 
from the left circle. Placed perfectly over Campbell’s glove, the puck 
clanked off the right post and ripped into the net.   

It took a while, but this is the Laine the Blue Jackets hoped to get last 
year in the trade that sent Pierre-Luc Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets.   

He's not just scoring goals, either. Laine’s hands and vision are also 
high-end weapons and he’s also starting to use his 6-foot-5, 216-pound 
frame more to win battles along the walls. There are issues in his 
defensive game, as shown by Matthews beating Laine to the low slot for 
his goal late in the second, but it’s a trade-off that’s worth it as long as 
the offensive payoff is this significant.  

As for the point streak, it was already the second-longest of his career 
and pulled him within five games of his career-long set with Winnipeg in 
2017-18. His current streak is tied for the third-longest in Blue Jackets 
history and is only three games from tying Ryan Johansen’s 13-game 
streak in 2014-15 as the longest in team history.  

Jean-Francois Berube comes up big for Blue Jackets again  

It can’t be stressed enough how impressive Berube’s been starting the 
past two games for the Jackets.   

Making 33 saves in a 7-3 victory over the Buffalo Sabres ton Sunday to 
cap his first NHL action in four years was one thing, but making 39 saves 
to edge the high-powered Maple Leafs was downright memorable.  

Berube made numerous key saves to either keep the Blue Jackets within 
a goal or preserve a 3-2 lead in the third, including 10 of 11 against 
Matthews — who’s second in the NHL with 34 goals. Matthews also had 
three shots blocked for a game-high 14 attempts, but only got one past 
Berube on a nice move to the backhand to break a 1-1 tie with 4:37 left in 
the second period. 

“I definitely felt more comfortable from the start,” Berube said. “I could 
see the puck well and it’s just about saving the next puck and trying to 
keep things simple. That’s what works for me and nothing else.”  

Toronto outshot Columbus 42-30 overall, including 17-5 in the second 
period. Berube held up well against the barrage and also earned his first 
career point with the lone assist on Boqvist’s goal that tied it 2-2 at 1:05 
of the third.  
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Berube was awarded the puck by his teammates.  

“That was pretty cool to see (Boqvist) got coast-to-coast to put it in,” 
Berube said. “That was a huge goal for us and the assist is just pretty 
special for me. It’s a pretty special milestone for me … but it’s definitely 
not something I try to do every game.”  

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen declines to speculate on Jason 
Spezza’s tying goal  

Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe pulled Campbell with 2:31 left in regulation 
to hunt for a tying goal with a 6-on-5 advantage. It didn’t take long to net 
it, as Spezza sent the puck underneath Berube and into the net while 
attempting to send the puck to his stick blade with his left skate.  

The goal was reviewed to see whether a kicking motion was used to 
direct the puck into the net, which prompted a sea of boos cascading to 
the ice after the goal was upheld.  

Larsen appeared to disagree with the call when asked after the game, 
but declined to issue an official opinion on it.  

“You just get yourself in trouble,” he said. “They made a decision and we 
had to live with it.”  

Blue Jackets’ success in OT continues in victory over Maple Leafs  

This was the fifth game that’s ended in 3-on-3 overtime for the Blue 
Jackets and they’ve yet to lose one. Columbus is 5-0-0 in those games 
and 3-1-0 in games decided by shootouts.  

That’s diametrically opposite from how the Jackets fared last season, 
when they went 3-9-0 in 3-on-3 finishes and 3-3-0 in shootouts.  

“I think they believe they can win and that goes a long way,” Larsen said. 
“Those two guys that I put out there (Voracek and Laine), you win the 
draw, you get possession, they’ve finished it several times for us.”  

Voracek doesn’t usually start out on the ice in overtime periods because 
Boone Jenner goes out to take the opening draw. Jenner then heads to 
the bench for Voracek to enter the game, which has worked like a charm 
in the Jackets’ past two OT games.  

Each time, Jenner won the draw back to Werenski and headed off, 
leading to Voracek’s winner a couple weeks ago in Buffalo and Laine’s 
OT goal against Toronto — his third overtime winner this season.  

“That possession game is such a big thing (in overtime) and we’ve won a 
lot of those faceoffs to get the possession, which has helped in our wins,” 
Larsen said. “There’s no magic formula. They’re good players and they’re 
dangerous, and if you give them space they can finish.”  

Blue Jackets get another big goal from Adam Boqvist   

Boqvist scoring big goals for the Jackets is starting to become a common 
sight.  

The 21-year old Swedish blueliner came up with another one Tuesday to 
tie it 2-2 on a power play just 1:05 into the third period. It wasn’t the most 
memorable goal he’ll ever score, going 1-on-3 against a trio of retreating 
Maple Leafs and putting a shot over Campbell’s glove, but the lift it 
provided was significant.  

Toronto dominated the second period, especially the final 10 minutes, but 
Columbus turned the momentum around after Boqvist’s 10th goal of the 
season. He leads the Blue Jackets’ defensemen in goals and is now tied 
for sixth among all NHL defensemen.  

Brendan Gaunce gets another goal to help Blue Jackets down Maple 
Leafs  

This was Gaunce’s seventh game since being recalled from the 
Cleveland Monsters to replace injured forward Eric Robinson (sprained 
MCL). He now has three goals, two assists and five points after putting 
the Blue Jackets up 3-2 in the third period.  

Gaunce, 27, is a reclamation project of sorts. He played last season in 
Sweden after getting into just one NHL game in 2019-20 with the Boston 
Bruins and it provided the kind of reset Gaunce was hoping to get out of 
the experience.   

Prior to being recalled by the Blue Jackets, Gaunce followed a solid 
training camp with a scoring line of 16-12-28 in 39 AHL games for the 
Monsters. He and Justin Danforth, a 28-year old first-year forward, are 
paired with center Jack Roslovic and the trio has impressed as a group.  

Larsen is starting to develop more trust in them as a group.  

“I was throwing them out there against Matthews and (John) Tavares in 
the third period because they started to build some trust within the 
game,” he said. “I cut it down there at the end, but I thought they were 
playing well.”  
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Daunting schedule gives Blue Jackets another chance to measure up 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Not quite fifty games into the season, the Blue Jackets have shown 
they’re one of the NHL’s best non-playoff teams.  

Put more bluntly, they’re among the best of the league’s worst teams and 
need a miraculous finish in the final 33 games just to rejoin the playoff 
chase in the Eastern Conference. That’s the downside. 

The upside is what the Jackets can build with what’s left of their 
schedule, starting with this week's daunting challenge. 

After winning seven of nine games, the Blue Jackets entered this week 
with four straight games against elite Eastern Conference opponents — 
including a road back-to-back against the powerhouse Florida Panthers 
and Carolina Hurricanes.   

They host the Toronto Maple Leafs Tuesday night and will conclude the 
stretch at home Sunday against the Pittsburgh Penguins, which amounts 
to quite a gauntlet.  

“You look at it and you see four of the (NHL’s) top 10 teams coming,” 
Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “They’re balanced, they’re 
dangerous, they’re built to win ... and win now. So, the margin for error 
goes down. Your competitiveness has to go up, the puck management 
has to be sharp … the margin for error is smaller, and they sting you.”  

Not many have felt that sting quite like the Blue Jackets.  

They’ve paid a steep price for committing numerous turnovers in 
previous matchups against some of the league's best.  

The Jackets have been outscored by a combined 70-35 margin in 13 
games against the Hurricanes, New York Rangers, Maple Leafs, 
Panthers, Penguins, Calgary Flames and Tampa Bay Lightning — a list 
that includes the East’s top six teams plus the second-best team in the 
West (Calgary).  

There were notable bright spots, including a home-and-home sweep of 
the West-leading Colorado Avalanche, but the difference between 
Stanley Cup contenders and the Jackets has been obvious. 

That needs to change. 
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“If we’re going to continue to have success and we’re going to make a 
run, we’ve got to beat teams like this,” defenseman Zach Werenski said. 
“We’ve got four of the top teams in a row and two of them back-to-back 
on the road, which is never easy. But I think it’s a big moment for our 
group. It’s a big test for us this week.”  

It’s also a test of their depth.  

The Blue Jackets will play Toronto without their top two goalies for the 
second straight game, leaning on journeyman Jean-Francois Berube 
again. Lineup regulars, Alexandre Texier, Eric Robinson and Jake Bean, 
are also out.  

That’s not a recipe for success against top competition, but the Jackets 
don’t have a choice. They’ll dress whoever’s healthy and see how the 
week goes. More nightmarish “embarrassments” might be ahead, but 
there could also be some uplifting wins.  

Going into this week, nobody outside the Jackets’ locker room expected 
them to win any of these games. A single victory could go a long way for 
one of the NHL’s youngest teams. That's their primary focus. 

“You see that it’s some good teams we’re playing, but we want to keep it 
going," forward Oliver Bjorkstrand said. "We want to win against them, 
and we know that if you want to fight for a playoff spot, you’ve got to beat 
the good teams. We’ve played some good hockey and a few guys are 
going now. “We’re just hoping to build on this and that’s how we’re 
thinking about it.”  
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Five observations: Patrik Laine scores twice more, sends Blue Jackets to 
OT win 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Feb 23, 2022   

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 4-3 
overtime win over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday at Nationwide 
Arena: 

1. Lämmitin 

We’ve run out of superlatives in English for Patrik Laine’s recent run of 
play, so we crowdsourced the best way to say “heater” in Laine’s native 
language. The young Finn, it turns out, is on a serious lämmitin. 

Laine extended his point streak to 10 games Tuesday by scoring two 
more goals, including the OT winner just 20 seconds into the extra 
period. Jake Voracek skated through a bit of interference at the top of the 
zone, then dropped the puck to Laine for a mighty wrister through Auston 
Matthews’ legs and over goaltender Jack Campbell’s glove. 

That’s 12 goals for Laine in his past 10 games (12-8-20), including three 
that have been game winners. 

“I knew Jake wasn’t going to shoot his backhand from the blue line,” 
Laine said. “So I was assuming he was going to give it to me. He made a 
great play, drove them back to give me some room, and I was able to get 
my shot off.” 

Voracek is a pass-first player anyway, but getting the puck to Laine right 
now is one of the safest calls in sports. 

During that 10-game point streak, his 12 goals have come on 33 shots, a 
36.3 percent rate. There are NBA players who aren’t that hot right now. 

Laine also scored a second-period goal that evened the score at 1-1. 
That goal was started by a Zach Werenski takeaway, then a quick pass 
ahead to Boone Jenner, who skated a two-on-one with Laine. 

The Blue Jackets have won six of their past seven games and eight of 
their past 10. They’re three games over .500 (26-23-1) and nine points 
behind Boston for the final wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference. 

It’s coming from all four lines right now for the Blue Jackets, but Laine 
has been the driving force. He has an 18-17-35 line in just 31 games. 

“I’ve been fortunate,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “I’ve been 
around a few Hall of Famers on one team, Colorado. These guys (like 
Laine), they get in these zones. (Peter) Forsberg could do it, or (Joe) 
Sakic. They could rattle off 10 goals in 11 games and make it look easy. 

“(Laine’s) one of those guys in our time now. He’s got confidence with the 
puck. He wants to shoot the puck now because he believes it’s going to 
go in. A guy with a shot like that, it gets scary for goalies. 

“He’s slinging it right now, and not from his one-timer. It’s his wrist shot.” 

Laine is regarded as having one of the most feared one-timers in the 
game, but Larsen is right. The damage he’s done lately has come from 
his wrist shot. Eight of the 12 goals on this lämmitin have come on 
wristers, three on one-timers and one on a slap shot. 

2. Distinctly difficult 

In the NHL, a goal that goes into the net off a skate is legal. A goal that is 
sent into the net with a — wait for it — “distinct kicking motion” is not 
legal. On Tuesday, the rule reared its ugly head at the worst possible 
time for the Blue Jackets. 

With 2:06 remaining and the Jackets clinging to a 3-2 lead, Toronto’s 
Jason Spezza scored an extra-attacker goal when the puck bounced off 
his left skate and shot under the pads of Blue Jackets goaltender Jean-
Francois Berube. 

Did Spezza kick at the puck? He did not. Did he steer the puck toward 
the net, likely with the hope of getting his stick on the puck before it got to 
Berube? It sure looked that way. But angling the skate so the puck 
bounces in a certain direction is not distinctly kicking the puck. 

After a review, the goal was allowed to stand, to the outrage of many in 
the crowd of 15,489 at Nationwide. Larsen wasn’t too happy with the call, 
either, as he wouldn’t send his players out for the ensuing faceoff without 
giving NHL official Peter MacDougall an earful from the bench. 

“No comment,” Larsen said after the game. “You get yourself in trouble. 
They made a decision, and we had to live with it.” 

Berube took the high road, too. 

“I didn’t even look at it. I know what happened,” Berube said. “It crossed 
the goal line, so that’s all I can say.” 

The crowd took to booing the NHL officials at every stoppage. 

“If they thought there was no kicking motion, then that’s the rule,” Laine 
said. “We can’t get frustrated by that, and I don’t think we did. We were 
pissed off for a little bit, but we kept going and were able to get the win.” 

3. Boqvist, out of nowhere 

Down 2-1 early in the third, the Blue Jackets were on a power play that 
was going nowhere. They’d try to get set up in the offensive zone and 
end up chasing the puck in their own end, the seconds on the man 
advantage ticking away. 

At that point, Adam Boqvist, who quarterbacks the Blue Jackets’ second 
power-play unit, took matters into his own hands. 

Boqvist took a pass from Berube in the right circle of his own zone, then 
started motoring up the ice as one Maple Leafs player after another 
backpedaled rather than confront the puck carrier. 
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As Boqvist entered the attack zone, he had three Leafs players in front of 
him — Travis Dermott, Ilya Lyubushkin and David Kämpf — when he 
fired a wrister that sailed over Campbell’s glove to tie the score at 2-2. 

“We didn’t have much going,” Larsen said of the power play. “That’s a 
really good penalty kill. They don’t have a lot of weaknesses, that team, 
so you know the chances are going to be hard to come by. 

“Boqi came down with a lot of speed and just kept going.” 

Nobody was happier than Berube, who had a front-row seat to witness 
the first assist of his NHL career. Those are exceedingly rare for goalies. 
Berube kept the puck for his personal collection, he said. 

“It was cool to see Boqi go coast to coast and put it in,” Berube said. “It’s 
pretty special for me, not something I try to do every game.” 

4. Another comeback 

Tuesday marked the seventh time this season that the Blue Jackets have 
trailed after two periods and ended up winning. That’s the most in the 
NHL, ahead of six for the Florida Panthers and several teams that have 
four such comebacks. 

The Jackets did it only twice in 56 games last season. 

Down 2-1 after two, the Blue Jackets tied it on Boqvist’s goal. Brendan 
Gaunce, who has given the Jackets a boost since his recall from AHL 
Cleveland earlier this month, scored a breakaway goal at 7:13 to give the 
Jackets their first lead. 

Gaunce got up on his skates and outraced Lyubushkin, who saw the 
puck elude him at the blue line. 

“I thought Campbell was going to come out, so I kind of slowed down a 
little bit to read what he was going to do,” Gaunce said. “And then I saw 
him stay in his net.” 

Gaunce beat Campbell with a wrister to the near post, his third goal and 
fifth point in just seven games. 

“The whole group, they were giving it,” Larsen said. “We lost ourselves a 
bit in the second period, but we gathered in the third. That’s a good 
hockey team. They come at you. 

“We talked about a few things after the second. If you watch the puck 
battles (in the second), they took over the game because of that. That’s 
the one area. We can control that. We’re not going to win them all, but 
we can win at least half of them.” 

5. Snacks 

Berube, playing because the Blue Jackets’ top three goaltenders are out 
with injuries, made 39 saves for his second consecutive win. He stopped 
Matthews on 10 of 11 shots, including a magnificent glove save in the 
second period. … Berube is a pretty darn good fourth-string goaltender, 
and it could be worse for the Leafs. On this date two years ago, they lost 
to a Zamboni driver (David Ayers) vs. Carolina. … Blue Jackets 
defenseman Andrew Peeke had eight blocked shots, two hits and three 
shots on goal and played 24:50, second only to Zach Werenski (25:17). 
… Boone Jenner played 22:12, had an assist, eight shot attempts (five 
on goal) and four blocked shots and won 12 of 20 faceoffs. … The Blue 
Jackets will practice in Columbus at noon on Wednesday before traveling 
to Florida before Thursday’s game. 
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Andrew Peeke couldn’t crack the Blue Jackets’ lineup last year; now he’s 
on the No. 1 pair 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Feb 22, 2022  

  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It was a mid-January morning in Nationwide 
Arena, and word was buzzing around that two of the Blue Jackets’ top-
four defensemen — Vladislav Gavrikov and Jake Bean — had just tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

When fellow blueliner Andrew Peeke walked into the dressing room, he 
took a casual glance at the wall where the practice lines and pairs are 
taped. There was no double-take, he said, just a deep breath and maybe 
a slight smile. 

Peeke was elevated to play on the Blue Jackets’ top defensive pair 
beside All-Star Zach Werenski. The two debuted as a pair on Jan. 20 in 
Philadelphia, a 2-1 win, and have been a duo now for 14 games heading 
into tonight’s game vs. Toronto. 

“It’s one of those great opportunities, and you have to advantage of it,” 
Peeke said. “Once you make the team, you want to start climbing, you 
strive for more minutes. For me it’s just been taking something from each 
day, learning something from each game, and just building on it.” 

The underlying numbers for Werenski and Peeke are not particularly 
good, but the Blue Jackets have played very well lately with those two 
munching big minutes together. Werenski loves to carry the puck and 
has a great wrister; Peeke has taught himself to be a physical, stay-at-
home type. 

“It works out well, the way he plays and the way I play,” Werenski said. 
“We can read off each other well. He likes the grind game down-low, kind 
of like (David) Savard did. He blocks shots, he’s great on the PK, he 
plays physical down low. I can read off him, easily. 

“You remember how much the guys here love Savvy (now with 
Montreal). It’s leaning that way for Peeke. I mean, he blocks Ovechkin 
one-timers. He’s had a couple of fights this year. Guys respect that, 
absolutely.” 

Werenski is one of the NHL’s top minute-munchers. But Peeke, 
incredibly, has played only two fewer shifts (353-351) and nine fewer 
minutes of total ice time (9:14 to be exact) in the 13 games they’ve 
played together. 

Peeke has averaged 24:44 per game since he joined Werenski. That 
ranks 20th in the entire NHL since the move was made on Jan. 20. 

“Peeke was doing a good job lower (in the lineup), but you don’t know 
how it’s going to go,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “It’s a lot 
different playing against the fourth line than it is against the Barkovs or 
the Brayden Points of the world. 

“But what I did like is that he was playing physical, keeping it simple. It’s 
a very easy game from Peeke as far as what we need from him. We 
know what ‘Z’ can do. Let’s ‘Z’ be ‘Z,’ and you take care of the other 
part.” 

The Blue Jackets, winners of five of their last six, have put together their 
best run of play since the first month of the season. But no matter where 
this season goes for Columbus, it will be measured by the growth from 
within the roster, especially the young players. 

So far, Peeke has drawn less attention than emerging forwards 
Alexandre Texier, Cole Sillinger and Yegor Chinakhov. But a 23-year-old 
defenseman with just 82 games of NHL experience playing on a top pair 
is no small feat. 

To truly appreciate where Peeke has landed, consider where he was just 
one year ago. 
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One of the cardinal sins of the Blue Jackets’ 2020-21 season was that 
Peeke, then a 22-year-old defenseman, essentially landed in the hockey 
equivalent of purgatory. He played only 18 games between the NHL (11) 
and AHL (seven) all season, wasting what should have been an 
incredibly important development year. 

The one thing young defensemen can’t do is sit, but Peeke sat for long 
stretches. With the Blue Jackets miles out of a playoff spot, he sat for 
seven straight games as a healthy scratch before playing in the final two 
games of the season. 

When Peeke arrived at training camp last fall, he was given a 50-50 shot 
to even make the roster. Now he’s on the top pair. 

When he and Werenski are paired together, they allow 2.94 expected 
goals per 60 minutes, ranked 82nd among the NHL defensive pairs who 
have played more than 230 minutes together, according to 
MoneyPuck.com. The Jackets generate just 47.2 percent of the shot 
attempts (during five-on-five play), which is ranked 68th. 

Those numbers certainly need to improve, but the Blue Jackets expected 
some challenges as Peeke and Werenski get used to each other, and as 
Peeke gets acclimated to facing the best players on the opposing team 
virtually every shift. 

“We’ve had some ups and downs like our team has, but as of late, we’ve 
really come together,” Werenski said. “He’s played some big minutes and 
made some big plays, and it’s been fun playing with him.” 

The feeling is mutual, Peeke said. 

“When Z has the opportunity to skate, he knows I’m always going to be 
back there,” Peeke said. “Yeah, it’s fun playing with him. Sometimes he 
gets the puck and just goes, and you’re like ‘Thank you!'” 
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Edmonton Oilers gearing up for first stop in Triangle of Death tour 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

Publishing date:Feb 22, 2022 

 

We’ve all known for some time now that the only real proving ground in 
the National Hockey League comes in a best-of-seven series. 

Not to suggest the regular season doesn’t mean much, but anyone who 
watched the Edmonton Oilers finish second in their division two years in 
a row and get punted in the first round knows that everything between 
training camp and playoffs is just a dress rehearsal. 

But that doesn’t mean a mid-season report card can’t be very useful in 
showing a team where it stands and where it needs to be better. So bring 
on the Tampa Bay Lightning and let’s see what’s what. 

The Oilers, who open what promises to be a revealing five-game, 11-day 
road trip Wednesday against the two-time and defending Stanley Cup 
champions, are about to find out who and what they really are. 

“It’s going to be a tough road trip,” said Leon Draisaitl. “It’s a long one 
against really good hockey teams in this league. 

“But we are a really good team, too. We are going to regroup and look to 
have a successful road trip.” 

The welts are still healing from the last time Edmonton met up with a 
measuring stick – a 7-3 loss to the Minnesota Wild Sunday at Rogers 
Place – but with two full days to rest, recover and practice what they 

need to improve on, they are expecting a much better version of 
themsevles against the Lightning. 

“It was probably our second official full practice since we came in (12 
days ago),” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who’d been limited to video 
sessions by Edmonton’s cramped schedule. 

“It was nice to be able to put into practice things you are talking about, 
the ability to walk through something, to feel it, to work through some of 
the kinks. 

“We got what we needed out of our group. We’re not asking them to be 
out there for an hour. It was short, quick, to the point and purposeful.” 

They will need to be at their sharpest against a Tampa Bay team that’s 7-
2-1 in its last 10 games and needs every point it can get in a three-way 
battle with Toronto and Florida for first place and home ice advantage in 
the Atlantic Division playoffs. The odds of catching them sleeping are 
very slim. 

LYING IN WAIT 

If there’s any break to be caught here for Edmonton it’s the fact that 
Tampa has been idle for eight days. The Oilers are notorious for falling 
behind early so maybe they can dodge that bullet against a Lightning 
team that might need a little time to get up to speed. 

Edmonton is also 15-0 when scoring first, so one of the biggest keys to 
an upset is not having to play catch up against a highly-skilled team that 
knows how to close out games. 

HOSTILE TERRITORY 

While the Oilers have been ploughing through the Pacific Division (13-3) 
they are just 2-7-1 against the Atlantic Division. They’re 0-2 against 
Toronto, 0-1 against Florida, 1-1 against Boston, 0-1 against Detroit, 0-1-
1 against Ottawa, 0-1 against Buffalo and 1-0 against Montreal. 

So venturing into the triangle of death — Tampa, Florida and Carolina, 
(the first place team in the Metropolitan) – is going to test them like 
nothing they’ve seen this year. 

McLEOD GETS A BUMP 

With Jesse Puljujarvi out for a while with a lower body injury, Woodcroft 
is giving Ryan McLeod a look on the top line with McDavid and Hyman. 
That’s a nice vote of confidence for a 22-year-old with 49 career NHL 
games. 

“He has physical gifts that I believe suit the way we want the game to be 
played,” said Woodcroft, who likes his players to be quick on their feet. 
“He has the ability to bring a level of pace to our game. He understands 
exactly how we want the game to be played and I have really liked the 
detail of his game, especially over the last three or four. 

“Are there things he can clean up? Sure. He’s a young player navigating 
his way through his first real full season in the NHL. But he’s somebody 
who is earnest in his approach, he’s very coachable and he’s shown 
really well the last little bit.” 

Kailer Yamamoto will drop down to the second line with Evander Kane, 
who has five goals and four assists in 11 games with Edmonton, and 
Draisaitl. 

THIRD AND GOALS 

Meanwhile, the third line of Warren Foegele, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Derek Ryan stays together. They’ve struck a valuable chemistry since 
being formed a few games ago – Ryan and Foegele both ended long 
scoring droughts – and Woodcroft doesn’t feel a need to mess with a 
good thing. 

“We keep it simple,” said Nugent-Hopkins, who will play his 700th NHL 
game Wednesday. “We got get pucks and we make plays from there. If 
you’re going to dump it in you have to go get it. 
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“Those two guys do a great job of getting in on the forecheck and 
creating loose pucks, making little plays and supporting the puck 
everywhere.” 
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Detroit Red Wings: Colorado Avalanche came 'like they were shot out of 
a cannon' 

 

Helene St. James 

Detroit Free Press 

 

The challenge of facing one of the best teams in the NHL is countered by 
the memory of the first measuring contest. 

After a week off, the Detroit Red Wings (23-22-6) dive back into their 
schedule Wednesday when they host the Colorado Avalanche. The Avs 
scored three goals by midway through the first period when the Wings 
were in Denver in December, en route to a 7-3 final. Not a memory to 
cherish, but one that chafes. 

"Last time we played them, it felt like they were shot out of a cannon 
every time they were coming up the ice," coach Jeff Blashill said 
Tuesday. "They can play a really, really fast game." 

Dylan Larkin left Tuesday's practice early after getting hurt, and Blashill 
anticipated having an update Wednesday morning. The Wings as a 
whole are on the mend, with forwards Vladislav Namestnikov and Carter 
Rowney and defenseman Gustav Lindstrom all projected to be available 
against the Avs.  

Namestnikov scored in the Dec. 10 game, nine minutes after former 
Wings forward Darren Helm had made it 3-0. Before it was over, Nathan 
MacKinnon and Cale Makar were among those who first pounded pucks 
behind Thomas Greiss and then Alex Nedeljkovic. The Avs are 36-10-4 
and battling for first place in the league. They average 3.92 goals per 
game. 

"They’re very good on their breakouts," Blashill said. "They are a 
possession-type team in terms of breaking out with possession, entering 
the other zone with possession. We are going to have times in our end 
when they are going to be rolling around and we have to be comfortable 
with just staying in between them and the net and not panicking in those 
situations. 

"They have some very, very high-end players — McKinnon is one of the 
best players in the league, Makar has established himself as one of the 
best defensemen in the league, but they have lots of other guys. I’ve 
been a Nazem Kadri fan for a long time. He’s a very hard player to play 
against that can score. You just go up and down their lineup, there’s lots 
of guys." 

The Wings are trying to close the distance on a wild card spot, but while 
they've been enjoying a leisurely stretch in their schedule, the Boston 
Bruins have opened up a 10-point lead on the Wings, and still have a 
game in hand. And the Avs kick off a fright stretch for the Wings, who 
then face the Toronto Maple Leafs, Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers, all teams that are jockeying for 
positioning inside the playoff picture. 

All the Wings can do is take them one at a time, and the Avs are first up. 

"They will be a great challenge for us, but that’s what we want," Blashill 
said. "We want to see where we stack up against teams like this, and the 
only way to show what you’ve got is to go out and play against the best." 
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Gustav Lindstrom continuing to earn trust of Red Wings' coaching staff 

 

Ted Kulfan 

The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The goose egg finally was removed from Gustav Lindstrom's 
official statistics last week in Minnesota. 

Lindstrom shot from the point, and this time, in game No. 69 of his 
career, the puck found open space and eluded the opposing goaltender. 
Lindstrom finally had his first NHL goal. 

It was a long time coming. 

"I had some shots this year, so it was a good feeling to see that first one 
go in," Lindstrom said after Tuesday's practice. "I was so happy." 

Lindstrom's goal was another highlight in what's been a promising 
season for a 23-year-old defenseman playing in his first full NHL season. 
Lindstrom, as he did toward the end of last season, is showing he 
belongs in the NHL and could grow into an extremely dependable 
defenseman. 

"The last three years I've been in Grand Rapids for most of the year, then 
get called up at the end of the year, and it's been easier this year," 
Lindstrom said. "When you play more (in the NHL), you get more 
comfortable here, know your teammates and coaches better, and it 
helps." 

Lindstrom has 10 points (one goal, nine assists) in 40 games, with a 
plus-two rating, but it's not offensively where he is, or will continue, to 
make his mark. 

It's on the defensive side of the rink, along with the willingness to play 
and a physical style, where the 6-foot-2, 185-pound Lindstrom thrives. 

"If you get a good chance you take it, but I'm not out there to look for the 
big hits," said Lindstrom, noting it's more important to stop plays, make 
sure of your gaps, and making quick plays in the neutral zone. "I just try 
to play a simple game and quick. I've been the same player my whole 
career, trying to move the puck quickly and play good defensively." 

The Wings' coaching staff consistently has told Lindstrom to continue to 
work on his skating, feeling his increased mobility would be a huge 
benefit. 

Lindstrom's skating continues to be a work in progress, but there has 
been improvement. Just the consistency in his overall game has been 
impressive, and has enabled Lindstrom to be in the starting lineup from 
opening night. 

"His size helps him and he add an element for us with his size," coach 
Jeff Blashill said. "He has that over certain guys in our lineup and that 
helps. He has that and he has a physicality to him where he can be a 
hard player.  

"He's a good defender but he's a real good passer, he can pass it well, 
and the area he has to keep improving on is his footwork to become a 
real good defender. If he can do that, he can solidify himself even more." 

For a young player, and certainly a defenseman, earning the trust of the 
coaching staff is vital. Lindstrom appears to be doing so as the season 
goes on. 
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"It's how you play on a shift-to-shift basis, and he's done a pretty good 
job going back to a year ago," Blashill said. "He's not a high-risk player. 
He's a guy who can make a good first pass and get you out of your zone. 
He needs to improve his strength and feet and (if he makes that 
improvement), it'll continue to build that kind of trust." 

Larkin dinged 

Forward Dylan Larkin was unable to finish Tuesday's practice, because 
of some sort of injury, but Blashill was uncertain whether it could affect 
his availability for Wednesday's game against Colorado. 

"He left the ice, so he's being evaluated," Blashill said afterward. "I'll 
know more (Wednesday). I don't have more than that, except that he 
wasn't able to finish the last (part) of PP (power play drills)." 

Forwards Vladislav Namestnikov (undisclosed) and Carter Rowney 
(lower body) both practiced and are trending toward playing against the 
Avalanche, Blashill said. 

Tough position 

Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic hasn't been as sharp as earlier in the 
season, but the defense in front of him hasn't been that great, either. 

All of it has contributed Nedeljkovic to only winning two of his last seven 
starts (2-4-1) with a 4.14 goals-against average. 

Blashill feels Nedeljkovic is, like the rest of the Wings, attempting to raise 
his game to another level, and on a consistent game-to-game basis. 

For a goaltender, it's complicated. 

"We're a team that when you are goaltending on our team right now, 
you're not going to have a bunch of easy nights where you're protected 
by a great hockey team," Blashill said. "We're a team that is building 
toward wanting to be that, and we need our goalie to be a big factor. 

"Ned has played fine over this stretch. All of us would like to be better 
and make sure we're playing at a high level as possible, and obviously 
that's a critical position and it's hard to win in this league without great 
goaltending. 

"We're pushing our goalies to give us as much as they can but also 
recognize the better we play defense, the better chances you're going to 
get (of getting elite goaltending). It's kind of a back and forth between 
those two things. You have to make sure you are playing great defense 
and we haven't played that well enough. We have to get better in our own 
defensive game, and with that, the goaltending will continue to grow." 
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No-fault auto opponents get high-profile supporter in call for change 

 

Hani Barghouthi 

The Detroit News 

 

Birmingham — Former Red Wings defenseman Vladimir Konstantinov 
joined opponents of the 2019 auto no-fault insurance law on Tuesday in 
criticizing a fee cut that slashed payments to medical providers almost in 
half. 

Konstantinov, who turns 55 in March, like others affected by changes to 
the law, stands to lose the round-the-clock care he has received at home 
for nearly 25 years because of the medical care reimbursement schedule 
that went into effect July 1, 2021, according to his attorney, Jim Bellanca. 
The former player was injured in a limousine crash less than a week after 

the Wings won the Stanley Cup in 1997, leaving him with a closed-head 
injury. 

“Vladi will probably be warehoused in a nursing home with unspecialized 
care by people who aren't familiar with his injury,” said Bellanca. “… He 
will not continue to exist in the life that he exists in now.” 

Bellanca spoke on behalf of Konstantinov at a press conference at 
Arcadia Home Care and Staffing in Birmingham calling on lawmakers to 
amend the home care provision of the auto no-fault insurance reform law 
in order to address problems providers say it has created. 

Konstantinov attended the conference, nodding in agreement when his 
caregivers and Bellanca spoke.  

The fee cut limited insurance reimbursements for medical providers to 
55% of what they charged in 2019 or 200% of the 2019 Medicare rate for 
Medicare-reimbursable services, a move that advocates said has made it 
nearly impossible to provide services, and led to patients being 
discharged from home care programs and being sent to already crowded 
hospitals. 

Theresa Ruedisueli, regional director of operations with Arcadia, said 
Tuesday that it provided services to around 30 catastrophic car crash 
victims in Michigan, and that the company had accrued a $1.5 million 
deficit for their care since July 1. 

Michigan Rep. Phil Green, R-Millington, introduced a bill in January 
meant to address the effect on medical providers. The bill would allow 
providers, for non-Medicare covered services, to charge 200% of 
Medicaid rates for Medicaid-covered services and 150% of U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs rates for VA-covered services, leaving 
few services in the 55% reimbursement schedule.  

The Insurance Alliance of Michigan, which advocated for the law’s 
passage, said in January that drivers in the state had saved a collective 
$4 billion on auto insurance premiums since the law took effect in July 
2020. 

“Auto no-fault reforms are creating savings for Michigan drivers, 
providing choice, reducing fraud and reining in rampant overcharging by 
medical providers who previously charged three and four times as much 
for the exact same medical procedures under the old, broken system," 
said Erin MCDonough, executive director of the alliance. "More than 7 
million drivers are seeing savings coming their way, anticipating $400 
per-vehicle checks, and we should let these reforms keep working." 

Bellanca said no-fault insurance was a contract residents entered into 
with the state and the insurance industry that was modified 
whileresidents paid the price. 

“The beneficiaries of this contract who relied on it, people like Vladi and 
18,000 other people in Michigan, now are at a chance of losing the very 
thing that they bargained for, when they bought their insurance,” said 
Bellanca. 

“If you're going to change the law, and you want to do it prospectively, 
that's one thing, but this change is retroactive,” said Bellanca. “… What's 
gonna happen to Medicare and Medicaid when all of these folks who 
were covered now need coverage from those sources, rather than the 
ones that are currently providing it?” 

Konstantinov still has access to the care he has had only because 
Aracadia had been paying for the deficit the law created since July, 
Bellanca said, but that that will come to an end soon when the company 
no longer is able to cover the costs. 

The former hockey player also has access to a vehicle that can 
accommodate his wheelchair that Bellanca said he may lose if the law is 
not reformed. 

A survey of brain injury service providers indicated about 1,500 crash 
victims have been discharged by their health providers and 3,000 jobs 
eliminated since the fee cut took effect.  
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Nursing homes and group home settings may not be an option for people 
like Konstantinov either, according to his medical case manager Linda 
Krumm, as the fee cut would apply to them as well. 

In the past, Krumm said case managers haddifferent avenues to find 
care for their patients in nursing agencies that no longer are available. 
Many shut down under the new law, she said, and the ones that remain 
no longer accept auto injury victims. 

Arcadia will soon have to discharge their auto injury clients, Ruedisueli 
said, as containing to pay for the deficit in their care costs is not 
sustainable. 

“We literally help (Konstantinov) with every granular, molecular piece of 
his existence,” said Ruedisueli, “When you think about (Konstantinov) 
going into an institution, where there's just no capacity to sustain that 
level of care that he needs and has grown accustomed to and frankly 
deserves … is just really devastating.” 

Advocates like Barry Cargill of the Michigan Home Care & Hospice 
Association are not calling for a repeal of the entire 2019 law, saying that 
some changes it introduced were positive. 

Reform like Green’s bill could be done “very easily,” especially with the 
bill seemingly gaining popularity in the Legislature, he said. 

Reform is important not only for the people who were already receiving 
care following catastrophic car crashes, but for people who may need it 
in the future. 

“If you were to choose to have unlimited personal injury protection in your 
auto no-fault policy, and then all of a sudden you go out and you have a 
catastrophic injury, are you going to get the care? The evidence is there 
that you're not,” said Cargill. 
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Red Wings’ growth exemplified by improvement in tight games 

 

Updated: Feb. 19, 2022, 6:05 p.m. | Published: Feb. 19, 2022, 6:05 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings are finding ways to win close games, and it has 
enabled them to continue hovering around .500. 

The Red Wings are 12-1-6 in games decided by one goal, including a 10-
6 mark in overtime and shootouts combined, which is tied for seventh in 
the NHL (.625). 

That is a sharp contrast from last season, when Detroit was 5-7-10 in 
one-goal games and 3-10 in games decided after regulation (second-to-
last in the league at .231). 

“We’ve had some infusion of talent, guys that have played in those 
situations that weren’t here a year ago – (Nick) Leddy, Moritz (Seider), 
Razor (Lucas Raymond),” coach Jeff Blashill said. “I also think Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi, Robby Fabbri, Fil Hronek have been better in 
those situations. I think they’ve learned how to create without cheating for 
offense.” 

The Red Wings (23-22-6), coming off a 3-2 shootout win at the New York 
Rangers on Thursday, have a five-day break before hosting the NHL-
leading Colorado Avalanche (36-9-4) Wednesday (7:30 p.m., Bally 
Sports Detroit). 

“We have even better hockey in us,” Blashill said. “I’m a believer that if 
we can learn to play at our best on a more consistent basis – and I don’t 
mean that you’re all playing to your optimal 100 percent, that’s not going 
to happen every night – but the style we play, making sure we’re taking 
care of the puck, playing in the O-zone more, trying to be on top of 
teams. If we can do that on a more consistent basis, we can continue to 
have even more success on the road.” 

Detroit is six points behind Boston (27-17-4) for the final wild-card playoff 
spot in the Eastern Conference, but the Bruins have three games in 
hand. The Red Wings also have a difficult remaining schedule that 
includes three games each against Florida and Tampa Bay and two 
meetings each vs. Carolina and Toronto. 

“We got a tough stretch ahead of us, but it’s important to follow up losses 
with wins,” Blashill said. “There’s a snowball effect. It’s not necessarily 
the case right now but sometimes you play so much and the next thing 
you know you’ve lost five straight. You lose real position in the standings. 

“We’re also going to need to go on a run and find ways to win six or 
seven in a row. It starts with two. I think our guys have done a good job 
of having mental toughness coming back and recognizing urgency of the 
moment.” 

Forward Sam Gagner said the combination of growth from players who 
have been here and the infusion of young talent has created a different 
buzz. 

“If you look back a couple of years, we’re in a lot better position that we 
were,” Gagner said. “The coaching staff has done a really good job of 
preparing us and helping us improve. There’s still a lot of areas for 
growth in our game that we got to continue to build on, but I think the 
progress has been great. 

“Regardless of if we’re in a playoff chase or not, I feel like there’s belief in 
this group. We’ve just got to keep trying to get wins and move forward. 
Hopefully by the end of the year, we’re fighting for that (playoff) spot.” 

Vrana to initiate contact soon 

Jakub Vrana ditched the blue non-contact jersey in favor of a regular 
jersey for Friday’s practice, but his surgically repaired shoulder is not 
quite ready for full-on contact. 

“Right now, you start with him after practice being in situations where 
he’s initiating the contact,” Blashill said. “We’ll do that for a number of 
days and then we’ll get into where someone’s initiating physical contact 
on him. He’s in a regular jersey, but our guys know not to hit him right 
now. So, he’s not facing any of those unknown shots that kind of come 
out of nowhere and getting into those unknown battles.” 

Blashill said there is no specific timeframe for Vrana’s return but 
indicated it could be another two weeks. 

“He’s one of those guys that can drive offense on his own and be a 
game-breaker for us,” Gagner said. “It’s nice to see him start to get into 
some game situations and get that feel back and the timing back. You 
see even in practice the pop he has in his skating, his ability to create 
offense. He’s going to be really big for us down the stretch.” 
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Gemel Smith re-claimed on waivers by Lightning from Red Wings 
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Gemel Smith’s time as a teammate with brother Givani on the Detroit 
Red Wings was short-lived. 

Tampa Bay on Saturday claimed Gemel Smith on waivers from the Red 
Wings, who had picked up the 27-year-center from the Lightning off 
waivers on Jan. 19. 

Smith appeared in only three games (one assist, five penalty minutes) for 
Detroit, logging fewer than six minutes in two of them. He played on a 
line with younger brother, Givani, the past two games. 

The Red Wings waived him on Friday for roster flexibility and the ability 
send him to the AHL Grand Rapids Griffins if needed. When they claimed 
him they needed help at center after Carter Rowney was injured and with 
Mitchell Stephens out long-term. Rowney has been practicing and 
appears close to returning. 

The team also can use Joe Veleno as the fourth-line center or move him 
up the lineup and play him at wing. 

Veleno was assigned to Grand Rapids for tonight’s game against 
Rockford at Van Andel Arena. He likely will be back in Detroit for practice 
on Monday prior to Wednesday’s game against the Colorado Avalanche 
at Little Caesars Arena (7:30 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

The Lightning signed Smith as a free agent in July 2019. He played in 
only eight games for Tampa Bay -- 53 for AHL Syracuse -- the previous 
two seasons. An abdominal injury suffered in training camp kept him off 
the ice until the Red Wings claimed him and assigned him to Grand 
Rapids for three games of conditioning. 
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Off-color and off-the-cuff – teammates dish on the wonderful and wacky 
Brett Hull: ‘He’s got no filter’ 

 

Jeremy Rutherford and Jayson Jenks  

Feb 22, 2022  

  

Stories about NHL Hall of Famer Brett Hull, who played 1,269 games 
across 20 seasons for five teams, are the stuff of legend. Just ask his 
former teammates and coaches. 

Craig Conroy, Blues forward: There are probably a lot of stories we can’t 
tell. 

Hull: Oh shit, I don’t care. I’m 57 years old. I don’t give a fuck. 

Pierre Turgeon, Blues forward: The first thing he said to me was, “I don’t 
think I’ll go to dinner with you.” I go, “What are you talking about?” He 
goes, “You wouldn’t pass me the salt anyway.” 

Marty Turco, Stars goalie: What really makes Hullie funny is he says stuff 
so seriously. Or, to the earlier comment, he doesn’t give a fuck. 

Kelly Chase, Blues forward: Someone is saying something and, watching 
his mind operate, I’m just like, “This fucking guy is going to say this …” 
and it just comes out. 

Susie Mathieu, Blues PR director: Yeah, I did cringe every time he did an 
interview. 

Turco: This guy was an animal. An animal. 

Garth Butcher, Blues defenseman: It was quite late and Chaser and I 
were at Hullie’s, singing karaoke in the basement. I looked at my watch 
and went, “Oh man, I’ve got to get out of here,” so I called a cab to Brett’s 
house. I went upstairs, looked for the cab and didn’t see him so I used 
the washroom. I came out of the washroom and saw there was a cab, so 
I walked out front and there was no driver. I went, “Well, this is weird.” 
We’re talking about 3 o’clock in the morning or later. 

Chase: The cab driver came in the house and Hullie was like, “C’mon, 
can you sing?” 

Butcher: I’m yelling downstairs and I can hear the karaoke machine 
going. They can’t hear me, so I go walking down the stairs, and when I 
get to the bottom of the stairs, there’s Brett on one side and Chaser on 
the other side, and they’ve got their arms around this great big man 
sitting in the sectional. And they’re all singing, “You’re a clown Charlie 
Brown!” 

Geoff Courtnall, Blues forward: Hullie was just classic. 

Brian Engblom, Flames defenseman: A beauty. Like no other, that’s for 
sure. 

Conroy: You never knew what was coming. 

Turco: In a very sincere or real tone, he told two of our defensemen who 
ate the most minutes, played against the top lines, he’s like, “You know, 
you two together deserve to win the Norris Trophy.” It really sounded like 
a compliment. They were like, “Oh, Hullie, thanks, that’s nice.” He goes, 
“Not only do you shut down the other team’s top offensive line, you also 
shut down ours. Stop shooting it off the glass. Make a fucking pass.” 
Then he walked away. 

Conroy: He said that to Scott Thornton, too. Scott’s like, “I’m playing with 
Modano and Hull, this is awesome.” Hullie said to him, “Hey, you should 
be up for the Selke.” Scott goes, “You think?” Hullie goes, “Yeah. No 
one’s ever shut me down like this.” 

Turco: He’s just got no filter. 

Courtnall: In the dressing room before games, we’d be sitting there 
having a coffee and he’d start walking around. He’d walk by the stick rack 
and he’d look at guys’ sticks, he’d pull out a stick, flex it and go: “That’s 
garbage. How can this guy play with that stick?” 

Brett Hedican, Blues defenseman: He did not discriminate. 

Tony Hrkac, Blues forward: When Gretzky got traded there, he told 
Gretzky, “This is a terrible blade.” Gretz goes, “Well, Hullie, I’ve scored 
more than 800 goals.” And Hullie told him, “Well, you’d have 1,400 if you 
had my blade.” 

Conroy: We were playing San Jose, and he and Turgeon were on a line 
together. It’s the first period and they’re coming down on a two-on-one. 
For some reason, Pierre has the puck and shoots it. He doesn’t score. 
Not a big deal; we don’t think anything of it. Hullie gets back to the bench. 
At that time he had over 500 goals. He knew exactly how many he had. 
He goes, “572 goals.” And then he said like “380” for Pierre. We’re all 
like, “Oh, geez,” and Pierre is shaking his head. 

Mike Keenan, Blues coach: He would not hesitate to tell others, “Get me 
the puck and we’ll score and we’ll win.” 

Conroy: In the third period, they go back down on a two-on-one. Pierre’s 
got it again, the D slides, so Pierre throws the puck over the D. The pass 
is a foot and a half out of the air. Hullie took it out of the air like it was a 
one-timer on the ice, top corner, beautiful goal. Now we’re waiting: “Oh 
God, Hullie’s coming to the bench.” He sits down. He’s looking straight 
out, not talking to anyone in general, and goes: “Never said it had to be a 
good pass.” 

Engblom: It had just been a two-on-one. It was like a fourth-line guy and 
that guy had the puck. They go in in the offensive zone and the guy takes 
the shot. The play goes on, of course the guy doesn’t score, and Hullie 
comes back to the bench and stands in the doorway. He stands in the 
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bench and, to the coaching staff, said: “Would one of you two fucking 
idiots tell the guy to pass me the fucking puck when it’s a two-on-one?” 

Chase: (Goalie) Jon Casey was having a bit of a tough time. We were on 
the plane, and they couldn’t bring the gate up to the plane. So we were 
sitting on the plane and it was 100 fucking degrees in there. We’re just 
sweating. Everyone is standing up, and Jon Casey goes, “Jesus, am I 
hot!” And as “hot” comes out of his mouth, he realizes Hullie is the guy 
standing right behind him. And Hullie goes, “Hoooottttt? You’re so fucking 
far from hot right now it isn’t even funny!” 

Conroy: No one took it personal. That was the one thing. 

Bruce Affleck, Blues defenseman: End of the third period, it’s a 2-2 game 
in L.A., a faceoff in the Blues’ zone and Brian Sutter sends out his 
brother — I can’t remember if it was Richie or Ronnie — and he goes up 
to Hullie and says, “Hey, coach told me to take you off.” Hullie goes, 
“Fuck you, go back to the bench.” 

Chase: Brett is like, “Nope.” So everyone was yelling at him, and he 
wouldn’t turn around and acknowledge the team. Then all of a sudden it 
sprung out on the left side and he jumped on the loose puck. Come 
around, fucking boom, and the puck is in the back of the net. He just 
skates to the bench, looks at us, doesn’t even let anyone congratulate 
him. He just goes, “Like we’re playing overtime in L.A.!” 

Brian Sutter, Blues coach: Hullie just had a way of saying things. 

Nicklas Lidstrom, Red Wings defenseman: We’re on the power play and 
I’m on top with Hullie on my left, his one-timer side. On the other side we 
had Fredrik Olausson. We are passing it around and I give it to Olausson 
who finds Hullie right through the seam, a perfect pass, and he one-times 
it for a goal. When we gathered on the ice to celebrate Hullie goes, 
“Freddie, it only took you 30 games to figure that one out!” And then you 
see his grin! 

Brenden Morrow, Stars forward: You could go on and on with those little 
stories, but they’re bullshit stories because he loves you. He just says 
shit like that, and if you call him on it, he laughs about it. 

Turco: The Mike Keenan ones are just fucking unbelievable. 

Turgeon: Oh my God. I got traded from Montreal to St. Louis. The first 
couple games, I see Brett turning around and looking at Keenan and he’s 
telling him to buzz off and just go F himself. I’m like, “Am I hearing this 
right?” 

Chase: Keenan told (a former Blues equipment manager) that he should 
run the team: “You coach them. They don’t listen to me.” So the boys 
scored about three or four goals, and Keenan was back behind the 
bench. Hullie said, “What the fuck are you doing back here? The skate 
sharpener can run this team!” 

Courtnall: I was playing with Hullie and Pierre Turgeon. Mike wasn’t 
happy with how Brett, Pierre and I were playing so he benched us for the 
second period. Then in the third period he didn’t play us for a while, and 
we were losing 2-1. Keenan said to us, “Are you freaking guys ready to 
play yet?” Hullie turned around and said, “What, do you want us to go out 
there and win it or tie it?” 

Keenan: That’s a total Hullieism. 

Affleck: There used to be these big pillars in the locker room. There was 
a stall and then a three-foot gap, creating these pillars. Well, from the 
front of the room where Keenan would be giving his speech, Hullie’s seat 
was behind one of these pillars. He would lean back and throw the finger 
up in the air, making guys laugh. So Keenan went to the owner and said, 
“We need to re-do the locker room,” and he pulled out all the stalls so 
that Hullie couldn’t hide behind the pillars anymore. 

Courtnall: Has anybody told you the story about when (Brian Sutter) 
made him serve a penalty? The story goes he made Hullie serve a 
penalty. Hullie goes, “I don’t serve penalties.” But he made Hullie serve 
the penalty, and Hullie was pissed. 

Chase: Hullie’s point was, “I should be killing penalties. I’m leading the 
league in goals. We’re down two goals. We need goals. I should be on 
the ice.” 

Turco: So he begrudgingly goes over there and when he gets out of the 
box he’s got a stick in one hand, his glove under his arm, and he comes 
out of the box with the play still going on. 

Chase: He went right through traffic. Let (Steve) Yzerman go. Just went 
right through traffic. He came to the bench and Brian goes, “I fucking told 
you to stay on the ice.” And he said, “I told you I don’t serve penalties.” 

Engblom: I mean, who has the balls to do that? That’s some funny shit. 

Chase: He was pretty tough on (Blues assistant coach) Roger Neilson. 
He’d give him grief all the time. So when Gretzky got there they were in a 
power-play meeting and Hullie goes, “Roger, put the chalk down. We’ve 
got Gretzky here now. You don’t need to run the power play. He’ll run the 
power play.” And Gretz was, of course, embarrassed. He’s very quiet and 
respectful of people. Finally, Roger leaves the room, and Gretz goes, 
“Hullie, for fuck’s sake, have you ever heard the saying, ‘There’s no ‘I’ in 
team?” Hullie goes, “Gretz, you haven’t been here long. There’s no team 
without I.” Gretz just burst out laughing. 

Ken Hitchcock, Stars coach: It was a playoff game and we lost 8-5. I said 
to the team in the morning, “It doesn’t matter how many goals we score. 
If we give up this many goals, we’re never going to win.” I said, “We can’t 
play like this.” 

Turco: Hullie is like, “What the fuck?” 

Hitchcock: He took it like goals don’t matter, so he chipped the pucks in 
the corner on a 1-on-0 warmup, and on the 2-on-1s, he just chipped them 
into the corner. 

Morrow: Hitch is like, “What the fuck are you doing?” Hullie says, “Well, 
you said goals don’t matter.” 

Hitchcock: I finally snapped and kicked him off the ice. 

Turco: He didn’t even get the words out of his mouth: “Get the fu…” — 
and Mo and Hullie skated right off. 

Morrow: Hullie’s excited. He’s happy. 

Turco: Four or five minutes later, we see them walking out with their golf 
clubs, waving at everybody on the ice. 

Morrow: The old rink in Phoenix used to have this little love seat right by 
the door on the end of the bench. I was playing with Hullie and Modano. 
It was early, first period, and we’re not playing particularly well. Hitchcock 
can’t really say much to Hullie or Modano, so I can get an ass-chewing 
the first shift. He has me so worked up, I’m just running around trying to 
hit people. Next shift, same thing. We don’t play particularly well, and 
Hitch is yelling and screaming at me when we come in. So Hullie says to 
me, “Next shift, let’s just go sit down on that little bench down there. Just 
get away from Hitch. If he can’t see you, he can’t yell at you.” 

Conroy: There’s always a method to his madness. He had a reason for 
everything. 

Morrow: We take another shift and come in. Hitch is looking for me, 
looking for me: “Where’s Brenden? Fucking Brenden. Where the fuck is 
Brenden?” It’s my second year so I’m leaning back on the love seat and 
Hullie is between me and Hitch. And when I lean back, Hullie leans back. 
And when I lean forward, Hullie leans forward. The whole time Hitch is 
just trying to mother-fuck me. Hullie is mirroring me and saying: “Tell that 
fat fuck he can kiss your ass.” 

Engblom: That was Hullie. 

Jamie Rivers, Blues/Red Wings defenseman: OK, so you know how 
everybody talks about when Hullie went to the podium at the Arch and 
said “We Went Blues?” Well, Hullie and I were standing down there 
drinking on the Arch grounds while the parade was going on. None of the 
alumni had any idea that the players were getting off and riding bikes and 
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go-karts and all this stuff. So it was kind of dragging for the people at the 
Arch waiting. We were drinking more and more and more and Hullie is 
standing there and he’s looking at the crowd and he literally looks at me 
and goes, “hold my beer,” and walks up on stage. That’s where “We 
Went Blues” came out. They eventually gave him the hook off stage, 
politely, bringing him down. Then he walks right up to me and he goes, 
“We Went Blues, let them figure that one out!” I loved it. It’s Brett Hull. 

Hedican: Looking back, it puts a smile on my face that this guy was the 
way he was. 

Mathieu: Just Brett being Brett. 

Conroy: I loved him. 
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The Athletic / For NHL goaltenders, stretching the body’s limits comes at 
a cost: ‘It’s not too natural’ 

 

By Mark Lazerus  

Feb 22, 2022  

  

Andrei Vasilevskiy just sort of shrugged. 

To the Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender, there’s nothing special about his 
morning routine at the rink. It’s some basic stretches, some pilates work, 
a little yoga mixed in here and there. Just the standard things Vasilveskiy 
has to do in order to prepare his body for a practice, a morning skate or a 
game. You know, loosening up, just like anybody else. 

“Simple as that,” he said. 

Right. 

Vasilevskiy is surrounded by world-class athletes in the Lightning locker 
room. Guys whose bodies are finely tuned machines, who carry barely 
an ounce of body fat, whose VO2 Max lets them push their bodies to 
near-superhuman limits, whose physical and mental gifts allow them to 
do almost unimaginable things on the ice. 

And they all stare at Vasilevskiy, just loosening up, like he’s another 
species. Or from another planet. 

“If you see his routine that he does in the mornings at the rink at practice 
and before games, you’ll understand why he can do all that on the ice,” 
Steven Stamkos said, shaking his head in wide-eyed marvel. “I see that 
and I immediately think of how long I’d be on the IR if I tried some of that 
stuff.” 

No, Stamkos can’t do the splits. Connor McDavid’s hips likely couldn’t 
handle the contortions an average goalie makes during a goalmouth 
scrum. Auston Matthews probably can’t kneel down and bend all the way 
backward so his head touches the ice and then bounce back up, the way 
so many goalies do during warmups. Nathan MacKinnon surely can’t 
explode laterally with one leg folded underneath him the way your 
average ECHL goalie can. 

The human body simply isn’t designed to do what goalies do. 

“Garret Sparks can get in a full split, and he’s probably 6-3, 6-4, 230 
pounds,” said Chicago-based performance coach to the stars Ian Mack. 
“We’ve got all these elite athletes hanging around, and he’s laying on a 
power plate in full split. Everyone’s staring at him like, ‘What the fuck’s 
wrong with this guy? We can’t even touch our toes. This guy plays the 
same sport we do?’” 

Well, yes and no. 

Are goalies born, or are they made? 

Well, it’s complicated. In theory, anyone could do the things goalies do 
with their bodies. In practice, it’s not so simple. The way Mack explains it, 
it’s not about “lengthening muscles,” which is how stretching and 
flexibility are so often described by laypeople. It’s about somehow 
convincing your brain to believe that you can do the splits. 

“Usually, people’s limiting factor is their central nervous system,” Mack 
said. “You’re not going to increase the length of the muscle, you’re going 
to increase the central nervous system’s ability to believe that their body 
can be controlled in those lengthened positions. The reason you and I 
can’t get to a split is because our brain and central nervous system are 
like, ‘Yeah, right, buddy, no chance. You have not shown us at all in our 
combined 80 years on this planet that you can go into this position 
without hurting yourself. Stop.’” 

The way the brain ensures you do stop is through pain signals. The 
further down into the splits you get, the more your brain tells you that it 
hurts, so you won’t try to stretch any deeper. 

Look, there’s a lot of biology involved here. Ask a simple question about 
why certain people can do these things and why most others can’t, and 
Mack rattles off a grad school’s worth of medical jargon. There’s the 
muscle spindles reflex, the Golgi tendon reflex and autogenic inhibition, 
sliding filament theory, the alpha motor neuron, actin and myosin and 
fascia and all sorts of other anatomical bits and trigger points and fail-
safes. 

You know, standard meatheads-at-the-gym stuff. 

Some players, like Sparks, want to know all of it. They want to 
understand why they can do the things they can do, and how they can 
push their bodies even further. Every inch of reach counts when you’re 
going post-to-post. Other goalies are less concerned with biomechanics. 
They just want to know how to maintain it. 

Because while goalies are indeed made, not everybody can be made into 
a goalie. Genetics count. 

The 10 NHL goalies interviewed for this story all said the same thing — 
they were always naturally flexible and springy, dating back to when they 
were kids. 

“I would just drop down into the splits without doing anything,” Seattle’s 
Philipp Grubauer said. 

“I think I was lucky, a lot of it was just natural,” Anaheim’s John Gibson 
said. 

“As long as I can remember,” Vasilevskiy said. 

For many goalies, that natural flexibility is how they became goalies in 
the first place. When nobody else on the block can get into the butterfly, 
let alone the splits, you become the goalie by default, whether it’s ice 
hockey or street hockey. And hey, people like doing things they’re good 
at. 

Everyone has a genetic floor and ceiling. For goalies, their floors and 
ceilings are higher than average humans. So it becomes a matter of 
nurturing those natural gifts to reach the point where you can reach the 
puck. 

“You get shaped by the position you play a little bit,” Carolina’s Frederik 
Andersen said. “I don’t think you’re supposed to, as a human being, be in 
these positions a lot. We weren’t really built like that. We played goalie 
throughout our teenage years, or even before that, and it just kind of 
shapes your body (so) you can do certain things that maybe most people 
wouldn’t be able to do if they tried to do it right now. It’s all I’ve really 
known, too. Those types of movements are pretty natural to me.” 

Of course, there’s nothing natural about the splits. Or the lateral 
explosions from compromised positions. Or the acrobatic twists and 
contortions required to keep up with the chaos a series of rebounds 
creates in the crease. But goalies can do those things because they’ve 
always done those things. 

So their central nervous systems buy in. 

“They probably started with a predisposition to be more flexible than the 
other guys,” Mack said. “But they also got into those positions more 
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consistently when they were younger, so their brain said, ‘OK, I believe 
you. I’ll allow this.’” 

Remember back when you were 20 years old and you could basically 
digest anything? You’d eat an entire pizza and a dozen super-hot wings 
and wash it down with a six-pack and wake up feeling great? Do that in 
your 30s, and you’re going to feel it in the morning. Try it in your 40s, and 
you might feel it for a week. 

Goalies are kind of like that, too. 

The older you get, the more work it takes to feel good. 

“Six or seven years ago, it was just get dressed and get out on the ice,” 
Minnesota’s Cam Talbot, 34, said. “Now there’s a lot more time that goes 
into it. I’m at the rink two, two and a half hours before even a practice just 
to make sure I’m feeling good enough to get out there and not hurt 
myself. The game’s getting a lot faster and there’s a lot more east-west, 
so you have to prepare for that.” 

For Talbot, that means a lot of foam rollers, soft-tissue massages, extra 
stretching and a cold tub followed by a hot tub. For the 28-year-old 
Gibson, discovering pilates a few years ago has made a big difference in 
his routine and his results, as core strength powers his Gumby-like limbs. 
When Buffalo’s Malcolm Subban is sitting around the house watching 
television, he’s doing simple stretches on the couch. Vancouver’s 
Thatcher Demko delineates between flexibility and mobility and tackles 
both traits with equal fervor during his lengthy pregame routine. 
Pittsburgh’s Tristan Jarry said he’s constantly working with the Penguins 
strength and conditioning staff to come up with new ways to keep him 
pliable and durable. 

Pliability and durability go hand in hand, of course. If you pull a hammy 
every time you make a save, you’re not going to have much of a career. 

“My dad told me that you have to be durable,” Vasilevskiy said. “Because 
you can be a good goalie, but if you get injured a few times a year, no 
one will count on you. That was the main thing for me, just to stay 
durable and consistent. Stretching helps me with that.” 

That’s a big reason why goalies revere Chicago’s Marc-André Fleury so 
much. At 37 years old and in his 18th NHL season, Fleury still regularly 
flashes the kind of athleticism that made him the No. 1 pick in the draft 
nearly two decades ago. 

“How old is he now? Turning 37? Ask me in six years and I’ll give you my 
honest answer,” Grubauer said with a laugh. “It shows what an athlete he 
is. And he competes at the highest level, and I think that’s the challenge 
for everybody. Yes, it’s hard to get into the league, but to stay in the 
league for so long and be successful for so many years, it’s incredible.” 

Fleury believes he has the same range of motion he had as a 19-year-old 
rookie. It just takes an awful lot more work than it used to. 

“It gets harder,” Fleury said. “I used to do nothing. I could do the splits 
and stuff and it was always fine, right? Now, I usually skate the morning 
of the game just to get on the ice and start stretching, start moving 
around, warming up, facing a few shots. Just to feel better at night. The 
staff on the team usually helps me, too, with stretching, with needles, and 
all sorts of different techniques to keep the hips and everything moving 
and loose.” 

Ah, the hips — the pivot point for those splits, those lateral movements, 
those butterflies. Like a catcher with his knees, it’s better for a goalie not 
to even imagine what their hips will feel like at, say, 50 years old. 

“I try not to,” Jarry said. 

“I don’t even want to know what my knees and hips are going to feel like 
when I’m 50,” Talbot said. “They already feel like I’m 50. They’ll feel like 
I’m 90 when I’m 50.” 

Just because you can do the splits doesn’t mean you should do the 
splits. 

Mack was in Las Vegas recently and went to see a Cirque du Soleil 
show. The acrobatics on display made Vasilevskiy look like Abe 
Simpson. The fact that so many of the performers were in their late 30s 
or early 40s made it all the more impressive. 

Like goalies, those performers certainly were naturally flexible as kids. 
And like goalies, they’re surely stretching regularly, building core strength 
through yoga and pilates, and eating certain foods that support their 
individual bodies’ collagen type. 

But there’ll eventually be a price to pay for defying basic human 
biomechanics. 

“Too much of anything’s not good,” Mack said. “Goalies absolutely 
should be worried about it. Guys who skate a lot, that’s not great for their 
bodies. Gymnasts doing a bunch of backflips, that’s not good for their 
bodies. And guys that are stretching for 10 hours a day long-term, that’s 
not great, either.” 

Sumo wrestlers. NFL offensive linemen (Mack said Chargers lineman 
Michael Schofield, husband of hockey star Kendall Coyne Schofield, is 
one of the more flexible athletes he’s ever worked with). Gymnasts. 
Skaters. Goalies. Cirque du Soleil performers. All of them make their 
living by willing their bodies to do things they probably shouldn’t. All of 
them will deal with residual effects down the road. 

“There’s a lot of moving parts,” Jarry said. “And sometimes it’s not too 
natural what happens.” 

There’s a bright side, though. Most NHL players retire in their 30s or 
early 40s. Not only will they have the time to properly take care of their 
bodies — for skaters, it’s mobility work to counter years of skating; for 
goalies, it’s stability and strength and resistance bands to counter years 
of abusing their hips — but they have the resources, too. With proper 
care, the damage can be mitigated. That’s the life of a goalie; the daily 
maintenance doesn’t end when your career does, it just changes. 

Besides, most goalies will tell you it’ll be a small price to pay to live their 
dream. A dream that burrowed into the recesses of their minds when 
they were kids, the first time they instinctively dropped down into the 
splits to make a save, drawing slack-jawed awe from their buddies. 

The first time they realized they were … different. 

“It got you into the NHL, right?” Fleury said. “So whatever happens, it 
was worth it.” 
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The Athletic / NHL trade deadline: 8 prospects who could be moved 

 

By Corey Pronman  

Feb 22, 2022  

  

The trade deadline is coming up, and we have a good idea of who the 
buyers are going to be. Today I will highlight some prospects in the farm 
systems of some of the top NHL teams who I believe could be part of 
trade packages in the coming weeks. This is partly speculative but also 
based on discussions with sources around the league. I would have 
included a Calgary prospect, but they beat me to the punch in making 
their deadline acquisition early. 

Grigori Denisenko, LW, Florida 

Denisenko was a highly thought of prospect as a teenager when he was 
in Russia after being the 15th overall pick by Florida in 2018. He’s gotten 
off to a slow start in North America, and overall in his career, despite 
having dynamic talent, he has yet to show he can score versus men like 
he did as a junior. Given Florida’s offensive depth, he is a guy who will be 
discussed as a trade target for a potential change of scenery. “Two years 
ago you would have built a trade around him. Now that’s less likely, but 
he can still be a part of a bigger trade,” said one NHL executive. 

Vitaly Kravtsov, RW, New York Rangers 
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Kravtsov’s value has plummeted after being a top 10 pick in 2018. He still 
intrigues some NHL personnel because of why he was drafted so high — 
he’s a tall winger with fantastic puck skills who can make plays versus 
pros. His skating and his compete level are real flags though. I think he’ll 
find a new home eventually because someone will roll the dice on the 
talent package and hope they can make it work, but I don’t expect him to 
fetch a significant price. 

Nils Lundkvist, RHD, New York Rangers 

Lundkvist is the name listed here, but it could very easily be Lundkvist or 
Zac Jones for the Rangers. Both are considered strong prospects who 
can skate and move the puck well and provide offense to a lineup. On a 
strong Rangers team with a blue line that is controlled for a while there 
likely isn’t going to be room for both of them and Adam Fox in an NHL 
lineup, especially with the emergence of Braden Schneider this season. 
Lundkvist’s season hasn’t gone as hoped after his great years in 
Sweden, but I do believe there is real NHL interest in this player and he 
makes the most sense given how many right shot defensemen the 
Rangers have. 

Drew Helleson, RHD, Colorado 

Helleson is a strong prospect — a big, mobile, right-shot defenseman 
who can move the puck well enough and make stops. Defense is a 
position of strength in the Avs organization, even with Bowen Byram’s 
health issues. I expect teams will be calling for former late first round pick 
Justin Barron or Helleson in a potential rental deal for Colorado, with 
Colorado likely preferring to move Helleson. I don’t think there’s enough 
NHL interest to build a deal for a premium rental around Helleson by 
himself, but I could see it being done with a high draft pick. 

Jack Studnicka, C, Boston 

After an excellent rookie pro season Studnicka hasn’t broken through in 
Boston and seems to be stuck as a good AHLer who isn’t good enough 
to take a regular NHL shift. He’s a center with decent size, good puck 
skills and vision, and has shown decent two-way play in the AHL. His 
skating is his main issue to why he has struggled in the NHL. Given his 
pending waiver status next season I don’t think Boston is going to get a 
lot for him, but he could be part of a bigger package as a change-of-
scenery candidate. 

Rodion Amirov, LW, Toronto 

Amirov’s season in Russia has been up and down in part due to injury, 
but the former top 15 pick in 2020 does still have legit NHL interest as a 
trade piece due to his dynamic skating and skill level, although probably 
not as much as a year ago. The play of Matthew Knies this season in 
college and with USA internationally gives Toronto some extra depth on 
the wing to make this kind of move as scouts think he’s closer to NHL 
ready than Amirov. 

Carson Lambos, LHD, Minnesota 

The Wild have built up a solid group of defense prospects the last few 
years by drafting Ryan O’Rourke and Daemon Hunt and trading for 
Calen Addison. Addison and Lambos are the two names I expect teams 
to be asking about in trade discussions, with Lambos making the most 
sense to deal given his age and lack of proximity to the NHL relative to 
Addison. He’s looked quite strong in the WHL as a mobile, physical 
defenseman with some offense after a tough draft season. 

Ryan Suzuki, C, Carolina 

Suzuki’s pro career hasn’t gotten off to a blazing start but he is a 20-year-
old with a lot of talent. He can skate well, has very good hands and vision 
and projects to score with time versus men. His compete level has often 
been a point of debate with scouts, but I personally don’t see it as an 
issue. Various injuries and inconsistent play have been an issue for him 
in recent years so I wouldn’t call his stock that high, but in trade talks 
Suzuki being a center with talent will make him intriguing for other clubs 
to acquire. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 Maple Leafs Takeaways: Time to worry about the 
goalies? 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 23, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

“A lot better than our past two outings,” Auston Matthews said, following 
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 4-3 overtime loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. “We can be more proud of the effort tonight.” 

Which isn’t saying much, considering how low the bar had slunk against 
the St. Louis Blues and Montreal Canadiens over Family Day weekend. 

But Matthews and the Leafs indeed responded with a much more 
respectable defensive effort at Nationwide Arena Tuesday. 

It was a good-news-bad-news night that resulted in Toronto’s first three-
game losing skid since October but also some positive signs that the 
slump should be short-lived. 

“Our guys competed hard today. The play was structured, and I thought 
we easily could have had two points here,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“They played hard against us, so it wasn’t any easy night for us, and I 
liked a lot of things about how we played.” 

The question must be asked: Is Toronto simply regressing to the mean? 
Or is goaltending going to be an issue here? 

Once Petr Mrazek got healthy, we were expecting he and Jack Campbell 
to battle it out for the crease. But, lately, it seems neither wants to snatch 
it outright. 

Since Dec. 1, the Maple Leafs rate 31st in 5-on-5 save percentage. The 
club’s overall save percentage spiked early but has tumbled to the middle 
ground of 11th overall (.909). Just OK. 

The Jackets’ canon blasted at least once too often Tuesday. 

The Leafs held a decided edge in scoring chances (30-16) and high-
danger chances (10-3), yet emergency call-up J.F. Berube stopped 39 
pucks and out-duelled Campbell. 

“I thought we deserved two points,” Campbell said. “They just shot and 
beat me, and it’s not acceptable on my part. We should’ve won 3-0 or 
whatever.” 

Yes, Campbell was screened at times. Yes, he had to deal with an elite 
spot-picker in Patrik Laine. But his team needed one more save. 

Campbell has surrendered four or more goals in seven of his past 13 
appearances. 

Keefe singled out this Adam Boqvist’s end-to-end game-tying power-play 
rush early in the third that beat Campbell clean: 

Remaining Time -0:42 

Marner, Matthews keep making magic 

After going a couple of games without a point, Mitch Marner popped back 
on the board with one of the better assists you’ll see this month. 

Marner’s gift to Michael Bunting gave the 26-year-old his 17th on the 
season, tops among all rookies: 

Remaining Time -0:55 

Not to be outdone, centreman Matthews factored in on all three Leafs 
goals and ripped a game-high 11 shots. 

His pair of assists and 34th goal resulted in his 21st multi-point night this 
season and sixth consecutive 60-point campaign. 

Matthews is the only Leaf to start his career with such a productive run. 
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We got a flash of the old 2016 draft class duel, as Matthews and Laine 
traded goals less than 10 minutes apart. 

Laine was supposed to be backchecking Matthews, who simply out-
positioned the No. 2 pick and deked Berube off a pretty backhand feed 
from David Kämpf. 

“I was screaming for it, and Kämpfer made an unbelievable pass," 
Matthews said of the defensive centre. “His playmaking ability is pretty 
underrated.” 

Lyubushkin takes baby steps in debut 

No practice. Just directly into the fire. 

Keefe first met with Sunday’s trade acquisition, Ilya Lyubushkin, Tuesday 
morning to gauge his readiness for action. 

“There was no doubt in his mind that he wanted to get right in, so that 
speaks to his character,” Keefe said. “We got to understand that it's going 
to be a process for him to really adjust to our team and his teammates.” 

The coach scratched righty Justin Holl, who’s had a rough go lately, 
paired the Russian Bear with Rasmus Sandin, and sheltered his minutes. 

The former Coyote stuffed some plays in the D-zone, skated 15:28 
(lowest among all Toronto defenders), threw a solid hit, drew a tripping 
penalty on Jakub Voracek, and (over?)played the pass when Laine 
sniped a puck past Campbell on an all-day 2-on-1 rush. 

“When you're a big, stay-at-home defenceman like that, it's gotta be hard 
to play on a team that loses a lot and has different objectives, that is 
rebuilding and stuff like that,” Jason Spezza said. 

“He's probably pretty excited to come to a team that’s trying to contend, 
get some playoff experience, and he's going to help.” 

It helps that Lyubushkin already knows Ilya Mikheyev. 

“I’m so excited to play here,” he said. “It’s big experience for me. It’s, like, 
unbelievable.” 

Some appreciation for Spezza, shall we? 

Jason Spezza is the only Leafs skater that took Monday’s highly optional 
skate at the Bell Centre, taking shootout attempts on Campbell (that 
evening’s backup) and claiming that he pulled “a Radulov!” when he 
deked the goalie high with a backhand. 

Later that night, Spezza was the one to drop his gloves and stick up for 
Justin Holl when the D-man got steamrolled (cleanly, mind you) by Nick 
Suzuki. 

Then, on Tuesday, as a 38-year-old making minimum wage and playing 
the tired half of a back-to-back, he’s the one tapped to be the extra 
attacker with Campbell pulled. 

He goes and scores the tying goal on a maybe kicked in but definitely 
foot-directed goal to salvage a standings point. 

The world would be a better place if we all fight for our dreams so hard. 

How’s Muzzin doing? 

Considering Jake Muzzin has a recent concussion history and was laying 
down on the Bell Centre ice for nearly two minutes Monday night after a 
fluke collision with Chris Wideman, Tuesday was a positive day for the 
tough D-man. 

Muzzin went to a Montreal hospital for observation and tests after 
Monday’s loss, slept at the hotel, then flew home to Toronto Tuesday. 

He is resting with his family and will undergo concussion protocol for the 
second time in 2022. 

Remaining Time -1:54 

The Maple Leafs will exercise caution and patience here and are not 
placing a timeline on return. 

“The head stuff is scary. It's scary when you see a guy that you're close 
with go down,” Spezza said. “It definitely puts guys a little more on notice 
than a normal injury.” 

Marner has been checking in with Muzzin regularly since he skated off 
the ice. Just as he did when Muzzin was at home dealing with January’s 
concussion. 

“Probably the guy I'm closest with on this team, realistically speaking, just 
hanging out with and stuff like that,” Marner said. 

“I think it gets lonely at times, because you're kinda sitting at home some 
days and not feeling great. You just gotta be by yourself and being in 
quiet spots.” 

Laine is on a heckuva heater 

The NHL is a more fun league when Patrik Laine is relevant. 

Over the pending RFA’s current 10-game point streak, he has scored 12 
goals, 20 points and ripped three game-winners, including Tuesday’s 
clock-freezer 20 seconds into the fourth period. 

Laine also drew a critical hooking penalty on Morgan Rielly with 11 
seconds left in the second period that helped set up Columbus’s game-
tying power-play strike early in the third. Keefe highlighted that penalty 
and goal as the night’s turning point. 

The winger has flipped from a minus-29 skater last season in Columbus 
to a plus-5. 

“This year, I’ve gone back to my old days, how I used to play. I feel like 
I’m better than I used to be, but there’s so much more — so much more 
— there. I’m not even close to hitting the ceiling.” Laine told The 
Athletic’s Aaron Portzline 

There is much consternation in Ohio over whether Laine would be willing 
to ink a long-term deal with the Jackets. 

“Of course,” Laine said. “I’ve got nothing bad to say about this place, the 
organization, the city, the players. 

“I don’t think about (the contract). It’s pretty much up to them. What are 
they thinking? I do what I do on the ice, and the rest is in their hands.” 

Tavares shows frustration 

John Tavares is the posterboy for even keel. But a rare 10-game(!) goal 
drought is eating at him. 

Tavares and William Nylander, the offence drivers of Toronto’s second 
line, came into Columbus averaging 2.2 and 2.7 shots, respectively, in 
February. Too many nights the ice has been tilted against them. 

So, although neither found the net Tuesday, it was at least a positive that 
that duo combined for nine shots, played solid defence, and generated a 
number of good looks. 

When the captain couldn’t get anything to fall, however, he wore it on his 
face more than usual, and slammed his stick in annoyance. 

“The offensive stuff is going to come,” Keefe assured. “My focus was how 
they defended, and I thought they did a good job today.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How formation changes helped Rangers' Mika Zibanejad 
find scoring touch 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

February 22, 2022, 1:26 PM 

 

Mika Zibanejad got off to a slow start in the goal column. Sound familiar? 
Probably because that’s been the story in each of the last three seasons. 
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In 2019-20, it really wasn’t until December that Zibanejad consistently 
started to score. Then he went on an absolute heater in late January that 
kept rolling until the season came to a pause in March, just after a five-
goal night against the Capitals. He finished with a career-high 41 goals in 
57 games, at the third-highest pace in the league of two goals per 60. 

When the 2020-21 season kicked off, the centre didn’t pick up where he 
left off. Through much of the first half, he couldn’t buy a goal with just one 
tally and four points in 15 games. The slower start was in part attributed 
to a case of COVID-19 that held him out of training camp after a long off-
season. By March, Zibanejad started to turn it around; he ended up with 
24 goals in 56 games with 22 of those scores coming in the 37 games 
onward from the first of that month. While there weren’t noticeable 
changes in his shot volume at that turning point, there was in the location 
with him concentrating his attempts between the circles and finding more 
success. 

That brings us to this year. While he quickly tallied a goal and four assists 
in his first four games, Zibanejad only net five goals in his first 28 games 
this season. Over that stretch, he was still earning points, with 10 primary 
assists and six secondary. 

Before he regained that scoring touch, eight of those 16 assists came off 
Chris Kreider’s goals. That’s his most frequent linemate at even strength 
and on the power play, and over that span of games the winger net 17 
goals on his way to becoming one of the league's leading scorers. 

So with a hot hand like Kreider skating alongside him, there was less 
pressure on Zibanejad — especially since he was still cashing in with 
those setups. 

Still, his results fell short of the offence he was generating; he was 
expected to be closer to nine goals in all situations at that point before 
accounting for his finishing talent. 

Across those first 28 games, Zibanejad wasn’t the most frequent shooter 
in New York -- a position he’s generally held in his tenure. His attempts 
put him third on the team, behind Artemi Panarin and Filip Chytil. And 
those shots were only connecting on goal 52 per cent of the time. 

Zibanejad was, however, making the most of his shots by driving to the 
quality areas of the ice; he led the team in all situations with 9.04 slot 
attempts per 60. The heat map below shows just how concentrated his 
shooting was between the face-off dots -- the area he found so much 
success in the second half of 2020-21. 

Much of that shooting came on the man-advantage where he led the 
team in shot attempts and slot shots. Positioning obviously plays into 
that, because despite a short shift to the left circle to shake up the man-
advantage in October, he often played the slot (with Panarin on his left, 
Ryan Strome his right, Kreider at the net-front and Adam Fox back at the 
point). Despite playing a role he thrived in the last two seasons, he just 
wasn’t connecting. 

And at 5-on-5, he wasn’t shooting as much as usual -- or as much as his 
teammates. His shot rate landed him seventh on the team and second on 
his line, behind Kreider. And Zibanejad passes often preceded those 
cycle shots from Kreider; he was among the best in New York with his 
puck movement, both in terms of volume and quality. 

Roster construction may have contributed to this, since that duo doesn’t 
have the same balance on the right as years past without Pavel 
Buchnevich’s playmaking. This year in particular, Kreider’s game has 
slanted way closer to shooting than passing, while the coaches have 
experimented with a couple of right-wings to complete the line. So 
whether it was a conscious decision by Zibanejad to become the passer 
for balance, or the preference given his shooting luck and the winger’s 
hot streak, it showed in his results earlier this season. 

Dec. 15 marked the flip in Zibanejad’s scoreline. It lined up with a change 
in the team’s power play formation. Panarin left the previous game with 
an injury, moving the centre back to the left circle. While he didn’t click in 
that position earlier in the season (which may be because it was clear 
that he was the primary shooting threat on that unit), his right-handed 
shot had been successful throughout his Rangers’ tenure ahead of 
Panarin’s arrival there. 

And he quickly found that scoring touch from the left side of the ice that 
game. 

Now, he’s up to 14 goals over his last 21 games with eight of those 
coming on the power play -- most of which have come from the left. The 
heat map below shows his all situation shooting since December 15, 
which is clearly highlighted by the power play influence from the circle. 

When Panarin returned to the lineup in late December, the Rangers did 
shift back to their initial power play formation. But they quickly moved the 
centre back to the left circle to keep feeding his one-timer and the winger 
shifted to the right -- putting Panarin in prime position to thread Zibanejad 
a royal-road pass. 

Compared to the first 28 games of the season, Zibanejad’s slot shots 
have decreased over the last 21 games. His shot rate, however, has 
increased by about 14 attempts per 60 which lands him sixth in the 
league over that span. And, his rate of one-timers puts him third among 
skaters with at least 50 minutes on the man-advantage over the stretch, 
trailing only David Pastrnak and Alex Ovechkin. 

Zibanejad’s always used his one-timer in New York, even when he 
wasn’t stationed in the circle consistently. But since Dec. 15, he’s 
increased it even more which bodes well for his scoring considering it’s 
one of the most dangerous shot types -- especially at the shooting angle 
from his off-wing. It’s even tougher to stop him when he has two skillful 
passers in Panarin and Fox setting him up. 

Panarin, on the flip side, went from 14.8 one-timers per 60 to 3.67; now 
the righty is in a better position to set up a one-timer than take it. 
However, he’s maintained his shot attempt rate from the first quarter of 
the season without it. That’s key seeing as the team wasn’t shooting from 
that side of the ice nearly as much. As he showed against Ottawa this 
past weekend, he can still rip it from there to give them a more multi-
dimensional look since defenders are going to be focused on that left 
circle. 

At 5-on-5, Zibanejad’s having better results in the goal column, too. 
There hasn’t been a noticeable swing in his shot rate, or even locations. 
And Kreider hasn’t picked up his passing in the offensive zone either 
compared to the first quarter of the season. Instead it was a matter of 
rebounding from a start that fell below expectations; now on the season 
as a whole, his results have evened out with expectations. 

What trends down generally comes back up, and Zibanejad was due to 
get back to his scoring ways. But that shift back to the left circle gave him 
the kickstart the leading centre appears to have needed, and his finishing 
has trickled into 5-on-5 play. Now, a team that needs consistent scoring 
can roll out two threats on the ice at even strength in Kreider and 
Zibanejad, and an even more dynamic power play advantage. 
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TSN.CA / The McDavid penalty debate continues 

 

Travis Yost 

 

A couple of months ago, Edmonton Oilers fans were up in arms about 
the rate at which Connor McDavid was drawing penalties. It’s been a hot 
topic since he’s entered in the league: How does the most game-
breaking talent in hockey draw so few penalties relative to what’s 
observable on the ice, and how can the NHL justify it? 

The debate has never abated, in large part because the NHL has never 
sought resolution for the issue. Right or wrong, game management and 
the prioritization of game flow run counter to calling the NHL rulebook. If 
you haven’t read through the NHL rulebook recently, I encourage you to 
do so. It’s so far removed from the reality of where the sport is right now 
that it almost feels like it’s intended for a different league. 

So, why talk about McDavid and penalties now? Since the ugliness of a 
few months ago, McDavid has been drawing penalties at a blistering 
pace. 
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He has drawn seven penalties in the past six games, which is more than 
Alexander Ovechkin has drawn all season, and twice as many as Steven 
Stamkos has drawn this year. Ovechkin and Stamkos are fundamentally 
different players, but you get an idea of how significant the gap is. 

This isn’t the first time we have seen a rip to the upside for McDavid and 
drawn penalties. In fact, it’s been a story of his entire career. The groans 
over officiating and game management have increased year over year 
since McDavid entered the league, and he’s become the test case for 
what the NHL is getting wrong. 

There are many things, including randomness, you could attribute to the 
below graph. But I don’t think it’s unreasonable to wonder if the NHL is 
sensitive to public chatter about McDavid (and its officiating strategy, 
more broadly). Because every time McDavid goes into a penalty-drawing 
lull and heads towards league averages, the trend whipsaws. Not most of 
the time, every single time. 

It’s remarkable to see visualized: 

When McDavid is drawing penalties, he’s usually being hooked, held, or 
interfered with – the exact type of infractions you would expect from 
defensive players caught out of position, or futile attempts to force 
McDavid out of his path. 

What’s more interesting is the relationship between the rate at which 
McDavid draws penalties and the rate at which he draws penalties 
specific to those three categories. One of the prominent arguments from 
Oilers fans is that hooks, holds, and interfering plays can be found on 
every McDavid shift, and it’s only a matter of whether the officials make 
the call. 

Let’s look at the same trended graph, but controlling for just these three 
penalties: 

In the early parts of McDavid’s career, he was drawing all sorts of 
penalties. Over the past three seasons, the McDavid trendline only 
moves contingent on how hooks, holds, and interfering plays are called. 

It’s important to frame why this is an issue. In the NHL, the aggregation 
of these penalties is worth about 29 per cent of total penalties called; that 
number is a few ticks higher when you subset to just the forward group. 
But for McDavid, it’s more than 60 per cent of penalties drawn. 

Again, we would expect McDavid to deviate here in some capacity – 
freakish athletes like McDavid tend to be magnets for this sort of 
infraction. But said differently, McDavid and the Oilers (by extension) are 
reliant on this type of infraction being called, assuming the infraction in 
and of itself occurs. If these aren’t called, McDavid just doesn’t draw 
penalties. 

To be sure, McDavid draws a significant number of penalties. Excluding 
majors, he’s drawn (comfortably) the most penalties since entering the 
league: 

A large percentage of that advantage stems from hooking, holding, and 
interfering calls. Whenever McDavid is relatively struggling to draw 
penalties, it coincides with a lull in those exact type of plays being called. 

That, at its simplest form, is the grievance of the Oilers fan base and 
organization. McDavid can seemingly draw penalties at will, except when 
he can’t. And when he can’t, there’s ample video evidence he is being 
hooked and held. 

But you can’t call penalties when the whistle is swallowed. 
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USA TODAY / Junior hockey league gives player lifetime ban for striking 
official 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

A player in the United States Premier Hockey League has been banned 
for life from the league after striking an on-ice official during a game. 

The junior hockey player, who wasn't identified by the league, was 
skating along the boards when he collided with an on-ice official, who 
called a penalty on him. 

As the player was being led to the penalty box, he struck the official, 
knocking him to the ice. 

"The action taken today by a USPHL player is completely unacceptable 
in the USPHL," commissioner Bob Turow said in a statement. "The 
USPHL has zero tolerance for any player striking any official, at any time. 
The player in question’s actions have led to a lifetime ban." 

Turow added that the incident was being investigated by local authorities 
"and as such the USPHL will have no further comments at this time." 
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