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Ranking the Hurricanes’ most valuable trade assets: Which prospects and picks could 
move if they go all-in? 

By Sara Civian and Scott Wheeler 

The Hurricanes have established themselves as a perennial 
playoff team and contender these past few seasons, but the 
Carolina front office still operates on savviness above all. 
General manager Don Waddell and his staff prefer to rely on 
solid drafting and strategic moves over splashy, big-name 
signings and trades. 

This past offseason brought up a lot of questions, and the 
Canes again answered them mostly by committee, as 
opposed to with huge moves. There was a series of small 
tweaks involving short-term, mostly inexpensive contracts. 
The biggest splashes were the Freddie Andersen and Antti 
Raanta signings in net — along with the offer sheet to 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi — and those were still low stakes 
compared to other options. 

They had their most eventful trade deadline ever in 2020, 
and had a slow burn the year before that, acquiring Nino 
Niederreiter a month or so before the actual deadline. But I 
wouldn’t expect anything like that at the 2022 deadline next 
March 21, even as the young core is approaching a true Cup 
window and the Canes look more complete than ever. As 
Waddell told The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun recently, they 
aren’t just going to make a trade so they can make a trade. 

“Sure you watch what’s going on around the league but it 
has to make sense for your own team and knowing the 
chemistry of your team and what’s going on,” Waddell told 
LeBrun. “If you look at our trade deadlines before, we gave 
up a first-round pick for Brady Skjei but he had four years left 
on his deal. I’m not saying we wouldn’t do a rental player 
(pending UFA), but for us this year we’ve already given up 
our first-round pick in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi deal, so you 
know, we think we got a big pool of prospects and a lot of 
picks the last couple of years.” 

Reading between the lines, the Canes will be hesitant to 
move the majority of the players on the NHL roster, as they 
should be. Depth has been a huge contributor to this 
season’s success. 

But there are other options. While Canes don’t have their 
2022 first-round pick (given up in compensation for the 
Kotkaniemi offer sheet) and most of their recent high-end 
prospects like Seth Jarvis and Martin Necas have already 
graduated to the NHL, there’s strength in the prospect pool, 
which The Athletic ranks fifth in the league. There are 
several names the Canes could include in a grab bag-type 
package for an NHL return under the right circumstances. 

Let’s rank the tools in the Hurricanes’ 2022 trade deadline 
arsenal, with the help of The Athletic’s prospect expert 
extraordinaire Scott Wheeler. 

(Author’s note: If you’re wondering where Jack Drury is, I 
took him off the table. The Canes love him, and while anyone 
could go at the right price, he strikes me as a perfect playoff 
Black Ace. The Canes will need a few of those.) 

1. The 2023 first-round pick 

Wheeler: The 2023 first is undoubtedly the Canes’ biggest 
bargaining chip. If they are to do something significant at the 
deadline, and if Jarvis is off the table (as I’m sure he is), then 
you can probably expect the 2023 first to be the premium 
piece involved. On one hand, that’s a tricky game to play if 
you’re the Canes. The 2023 draft is quite likely going to be a 
special one, the Canes now lack a true top prospect and 
moving this pick would be a huge bet that the depth within 
their pool is enough to sustain fill roster holes and provide 
cheap depth without the infusion of a first-rounder. On the 
other hand, everyone else in the league knows how strong 
the 2023 draft is, and I wonder if that almost creates a 
market efficiency worth exploiting if selling teams are a little 
too invested in tapping into that 2005 age group’s talent pool. 
The good news is that even if they move that pick, the Canes 
have proven they can find talent outside the first round as 
well as about any team in the league. Case in point: the next 
two names on this list. 

Civian: Yeah, Jarvis is a Rod Brind’Amour-prototype-unicorn 
special, and the Canes love nothing more than a homegrown 
success story. We can all but cross that one off the list. The 
rest of your points above are what make the 2023 first-
rounder the Canes’ best asset, but they’re also why I don’t 
think they’ll actually pull the trigger on trading it. I can’t 
imagine they go two straight drafts without a first-round pick, 
especially with the lack of a true top prospect in the system. 
We’re still waiting on an update on Tony DeAngelo’s upper-
body injury, though. If that’s serious enough, maybe the 
desperation on defense increases and the Canes include the 
2023 first-rounder in a package for a guy like Jakob 
Chychrun with a multi-year deal. 

2. Scott Morrow, RHD, 19 (UMass-Amherst) 

Wheeler: Teams had mixed feelings about Morrow heading 
into the 2021 draft, but there’s no denying his talent and the 
incredible freshman year he’s having at UMass. If it weren’t 
for the historic season Luke Hughes is having at Michigan, 
Morrow would be one of the stories of college hockey this 
year and the limelight would be shining bright on what he’s 
been able to do offensively. He’s got an NHL frame, NHL 
attributes, NHL skill and a commanding approach to the 
position that every team covets. There should be real 
excitement about him leaguewide. 

Civian: Not that I’ve cracked some code that experts and 
team employees haven’t been able to figure out, but I also 
think there’s value in selling high in these situations. As 
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much as fans love to speculate that every prospect ever is 
going to have an outstanding NHL career, it’s just not a 
reality. Sometimes selling the hope and possibility of that is 
more valuable to a team closer to a Cup than a rebuild. 

3. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 18 (Karpat) 

Wheeler: Koivunen has looked like one of the better younger 
players in European professional hockey this season and 
became one of the early talking points of the world juniors (a 
bump that never hurts!) with his play in Edmonton before the 
tournament was canceled. Every scout recognizes his talent 
level and the way he processes the game, and some of the 
questions that lingered pre-draft have been answered. I’d 
sooner take him than a less-certain second-round pick in a 
future draft, but I suspect that weighting looks a little different 
for every team, depending on where they’re at in their build 
and the timeline they’re working toward. 

Civian: I do feel like Koivunen is a player who would benefit 
greatly from coming up in the Hurricanes’ system, and I think 
both sides would find mutual success in the eventual 
process. But he is quite intriguing as a player I think could 
eventually serve as a second-line winger. Struggling teams 
should see the way he’s playing among men and consider 
that in a few years he could very well contribute to a rebuild. 

4. 2022/2023 second-round pick 

Wheeler: Typically, the sooner the pick, the more value it 
carries across the league. But because of the notoriety that 
already exists for the 2023 class, I suspect next year’s 
second-rounder is the more desirable for NHL clubs. I’d 
consider tapping into that desire and moving the 2023 
second in advance of the 2022 second. It comes with some 
risk, for sure, but if you think the value is disproportional, you 
have to consider it. 

Civian: I’d move this in a heartbeat for an actual NHL piece. 

5. Ryan Suzuki, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Wheeler: Suzuki’s a kid whose perceived value league-wide 
is now probably lower than it ought to be due to injuries, 
sporadic play and the larger amount of nitpicking that 
happens with players who’ve been on the scene a long time 
— and he’s someone I’d likely hang onto as a result. To most 
scouts, Suzuki is the kid who went first overall into the OHL 
way back in 2017. I suspect that, in conjunction with the time 
he has spent in the AHL to mixed results, makes people lose 
sight of how young he still is (he’s 20!). 

Civian: Your first sentence said it all for me. I still believe in 
Suzuki, and I worry a trade would mess with his head 
unnecessarily. A good organization leans into a player in this 
situation and patiently lets him regain his confidence. The 
injuries have been so unfortunate, but the resilience you 
documented in your story about him tells me he’s going to be 
just fine if the Canes keep believing in him. 

6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Wheeler: Rees is a tricky one because he, like many of the 
Canes’ prospects, has some real believers in the sport and 
others who aren’t fond of his upside and the way he plays. I 
think he’s got significantly more talent than his AHL 
production indicates and could still become an NHL guy who 
injects skill and feistiness to a line, but I do think teams will 
look at the 24 points in 62 AHL games and, given his 
reputation (some warranted, some not), make a case to the 
Canes that he’s not a strong piece in a package. 

Civian: At the same time, GMs love these guys and feel like 
“the toughness” or whatever you want to call it is dying out in 
the sport. I could totally see a team operating from a scarcity 
mindset in this regard and going bananas with this one. This 
might be my most off-the-boards take in this exercise, but am 
I wrong? 

7. Alexander Nikishin, RHD, 20 (Spartak Moskva) 

Wheeler: If there’s a wild card asset within the Canes’ pool, it 
has probably become Nikishin. Say what you want about the 
way the game and player evaluation is changing, but teams 
still covet a big 6-foot-4 defender who can play (maybe more 
than they should still too), and Nikishin has impressed just 
about everyone with his play in the KHL this year. Teams just 
had fresh eyes on him at the Olympics, too. I know there are 
non-Canes folks who really like him. 

Civian: In tune with your wild card qualifier, I know little about 
Nikishin. But the same Rees alarms went off in my head 
when you said “6-foot-4 defender.” There’s always a market. 
I don’t know what the return would be, but that’s a story for a 
different day. 

8. 2022 third-round pick (Blackhawks)/2023 third-round pick 
(Hurricanes) 

Wheeler: I think there are other prospects of mild interest 
and value within the Canes’ pool (Dom Fensore, Jackson 
Blake, Aleksi Heimosalmi, Vasili Ponomaryov, etc.), but 
eventually you start to get into the B-grade guys, and teams 
would rather just take a third-round pick and try to find one of 
their own. I’d be surprised if they moved any of Noel Gunler, 
Anttoni Honka and Patrik Puistola, as well, due to the 
polarizing nature of each. Those are guys you’re better off 
working with yourself rather than moving them in a market 
that doesn’t appreciate them on the whole. 

Civian: Yeah, we could sit here and do this until we get into 
the top 20, and that’s sort of a testament to the Canes’ 
prospect depth, but it’s also a knock on their lack of that one 
coveted trade chip. Overall, it feels like there are a lot of 
“sensible” and/or boring negotiations on the table and less 
dramatics on deck. The Canes like to save the drama for 
offer sheets and Twitter dot com.
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Super 16: Avalanche No. 1; Flames move up power rankings with 10-game run 

Hurricanes, Lightning flip, Kings enter, Stars drop out 

By David Satriano 

The Calgary Flames used a 10-game winning streak to make 
the biggest jump in the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings, 
moving up four spots from No. 9 to No. 5. 

The Colorado Avalanche held on to the No. 1 spot for the 
fifth straight week. The Florida Panthers remain No. 2. The 
Carolina Hurricanes (No. 3) and Tampa Bay Lightning (No. 
4) flipped spots and round out the top five. 

The Los Angeles Kings were the only new team to enter the 
rankings this week at No. 16. The Dallas Stars, who were 
No. 16 last week, dropped out. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each. 

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, which gets 
one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (37-10-4) 

Total points: 221 

Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche defeated the Detroit Red Wings 5-2 on 
Wednesday despite Nathan MacKinnon missing the game 
with a lower-body injury. Colorado has seven players who 
have scored at least 36 points and eight who have scored at 
least 11 goals. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (35-11-5) 

Total points: 207 

Last week: No. 2 

Florida's nine-game winning streak at FLA Live Arena ended 
with a 6-4 loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. The 
Panthers are an NHL-best 23-4-0 on home ice. Forward 
Jonathan Huberdeau has scored 14 points in an eight-game 
point streak (one goal, 13 assists). 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (35-11-4) 

Total points: 192 

Last week: No. 4 

The Hurricanes have won three straight and are 4-1-1 in their 
past six games. They have not lost consecutive games in 
regulation since going 0-3-0 from Nov. 28-Dec. 2. Carolina 
has allowed the second-fewest goals per game in the NHL 
(2.42) behind the Calgary Flames (2.33). 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (33-11-6) 

Total points: 185 

Last week: No. 3 

The back-to-back Stanley Cup champion Lightning have 
played more games (including the Stanley Cup Playoffs) 
than any team the past three seasons. They're fourth in the 
NHL in points percentage (.720) and haven't lost consecutive 
games in regulation this season. 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (30-13-6) 

Total points: 164 

Last week: No. 9 

The Flames have outscored opponents 42-15 during their 
10-game run, tied for the longest in Calgary/Atlanta Flames 
history. Forward Elias Lindholm has scored nine goals during 
an eight-game goal streak, and forward Johnny Gaudreau 
has scored at least one point in 18 of his past 22 games (10 
goals, 25 assists). 

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (32-13-5) 

Total points: 141 

Last week: No. 8 

Artemi Panarin has scored 19 points (four goals, 15 assists) 
in his past 12 games and the forward leads the Rangers with 
55 points (14 goals, 41 assists) in 45 games this season. 
Chris Kreider has scored 33 goals but is without one in three 
straight games. It's the forward's second-longest goal-
scoring drought this season (five games; Dec. 8-15). 

7. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (31-13-8) 

Total points: 135 

Last week: No. 5 

Bryan Rust has scored eight goals in his past eight games. 
The forward has scored 18 this season and is nine from his 
NHL career high of 27 set in 2019-20. Pittsburgh has lost two 
straight in regulation for the first time since going 0-3-0 from 
Nov. 13-16. 
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8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (32-14-4) 

Total points: 131 

Last week: No. 6 

Toronto has lost three in a row while getting outscored 15-8. 
Center Auston Matthews has scored 34 goals, including nine 
in his past 10 games. 

9. MINNESOTA WILD (31-14-3) 

Total points: 127 

Last week: No. 7 

Rookie forward Matt Boldy has scored 16 points (eight goals, 
eight assists) in 17 games. Forward Kirill Kaprizov did not 
score in a 4-3 loss to the Ottawa Senators on Tuesday, 
ending a five-game point streak (four goals, five assists). 

10. ST. LOUIS BLUES (30-14-6) 

Total points: 100 

Last week: No. 10 

Vladimir Tarasenko returned for the Blues after the forward 
missed one game with an undisclosed injury. He scored in a 
4-1 win at the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday, when St. 
Louis forward Pavel Buchnevich's point streak (three goals, 
six assists) ended at five games. 

11. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (29-18-4) 

Total points: 73 

Last week: No. 11 

Jack Eichel scored his first goal for the Golden Knights in a 
4-1 win against the San Jose Sharks on Sunday. The center 
has one goal and two assists in three games with Vegas. 
Goalie Robin Lehner has missed three games with an upper-
body injury and forward Mark Stone four with a back injury.  

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (28-15-9) 

Total points: 72 

Last week: No. 12 

Forward T.J. Oshie (upper body), defenseman Justin Schultz 
(upper body) and goalie Vitek Vanecek (upper body) 
practiced this week and could return to the Capitals lineup 
against the Rangers on Thursday. Captain Alex Ovechkin 
has scored 31 goals this season but two in his past eight 
games, both in a 4-1 win against the Predators on Feb. 8. 

13. BOSTON BRUINS (29-17-4) 

Total points: 62 

Last week: No. 13 

David Pastrnak has scored three goals in his past two 
games, and the forward leads the NHL with 19 since Jan. 1. 
Forward Brad Marchand, whose 49 points are tied with 
Pastrnak for the Bruins lead, is eligible to return from his six-
game suspension from the NHL Department of Player Safety 
against the Seattle Kraken on Thursday. 

14. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (29-18-4) 

Total points: 43 

Last week: No. 14 

Nashville was outscored 18-9 in a four-game losing streak 
before defeating the Panthers on Tuesday. Defenseman 
Roman Josi has scored 10 points (one goal, nine assists) 
during a six-game point streak. 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (28-20-3) 

Total points: 27 

Last week: No. 15 

The Oilers are 5-2-0 and are outscoring opponents 28-20 
since Jay Woodcroft replaced Dave Tippett as coach Feb. 
10. They began a five-game road trip with a 5-3 loss to the 
Lightning on Wednesday and will be tested against the 
Panthers and Hurricanes this weekend.  

16. LOS ANGELES KINGS (27-17-7) 

Total points: 14 

Last week: NR 

The Kings have won three in a row and are 7-1-2 in their 
past 10 games. Forward Viktor Arvidsson has scored seven 
points (three goals, four assists) during a five-game point 
streak. 

Others receiving points: Dallas Stars, 7; Columbus Blues 
Jackets, 2; Anaheim Ducks 2 

Dropped out: Stars (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles 
Kings; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

TOM GULITTI 
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1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings. 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. New York Rangers; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

BILL PRICE 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Vegas 

Golden Knights; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 
11. St, Louis Blues; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Calgary Flames; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers
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NHL Power Rankings: Shake Up in the Top 10 

The Colorado Avalanche are still the top-ranked team, but 
there was some significant movement in the top 10 as a 
whole. Jason Chen takes a look at all 32 teams. 

By Jason Chen 

After getting flamed (a little) for ranking the Minnesota Wild 
eighth last week, it’s a good reminder that chaos reigns 
supreme in hockey.  

Teams always look better than they really are when they’re 
winning a lot of games and also a lot worse than they really 
are when they’re losing a lot of games. It capped off a 
strange week with multiple upsets, no thanks to improved 
play from the Habs and Sens. 

The Avs retain the top spot for the fifth consecutive week, the 
longest streak this season, with the Canes (4 weeks) and 
Lightning (2 weeks) being the only other two teams to stay at 
No. 1 for more than a week this season.  

However, what was believed to be a cakewalk through the 
Western Conference by the Avs may be met by a stiff 
challenge from the Flames, who have tied their franchise 
record with 10 straight wins. Though the Avs still have a 10-
point advantage in the standings, the Flames are charging 
up and made a splashy acquisition in Tyler Toffoli, which 
paid immediate dividends.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com) 

1. Colorado Avalanche (36-10-4, +56. CF%: 5th, xGF%: 9th. 
Previous Rank: 1) 

They’ve looked a little vulnerable with two losses in their past 
four games, but remain at the top of the league in both points 
and points percentage. Darcy Kuemper is finally delivering 
as their starter, going 16-1-2 (!) with a .929 Sv% over the 
past three months. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (32-11-6, +30. CF%: 11th, xGF%: 
5th. PR: 2) 

The Lightning remain in the second spot seemingly based on 
reputation alone, having played just one game over the past 
week, a 6-3 win against the Devils. This is the third week in a 
row the Lightning have played the bridesmaid, but with five 
straight home games coming up, they have a chance to 
regain the top spot again. 

3. New York Rangers (32-13-5, +24. CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 
29th. PR: 3) 

A little luck played into it with a shootout win against the B’s 
and then a shootout loss to the Wings, then only managing 
to beat the Sens by one goal. But the common thread 
continues to be Shesterkin, who has allowed three goals or 

less in every game in 2022, including two shutout wins and 
another two wins in which he allowed just one goal. 

4. Calgary Flames (30-13-6, +55. CF%: 2nd, xGF%: 1st. PR: 
6) 

No team is, ahem, hotter than the Flames right now. They 
can be kind of streaky, but when they’re good, they’re really, 
really good with excellent goaltending and contributions from 
every line. Their goal differential is tied third-best in the 
league and their possession numbers have been elite all 
season. Perhaps they’re just catching up to their potential. 

5. Florida Panthers (35-11-5, +61. CF%: 1st, xGF%: 3rd. PR: 
4) 

A loss to the Preds was a tiny blip, but somewhat concerning 
because it remains to be seen if they can run-and-gun like 
this in the playoffs. They don’t mind swapping scoring 
chances, but it would be more reassuring to see them be 
able to grind out wins, especially when their goaltending isn’t 
sharp. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes (35-11-4, +55. CF%: 4th, xGF%: 8th. 
PR: 9) 

I told you they wouldn’t be down for long. Following losses to 
the Wild and Panthers, the Canes got right back up with wins 
against the Preds in the condiment bowl (y’know, red vs. 
yellow and all) and squeaked through Pennsylvania with 4-3 
wins against the Pens and Flyers. 

7. St. Louis Blues (30-14-6, +41. CF%: 22nd, xGF%: 24th. 
PR: 10) 

Ironically, Martin St. Louis has owned the Blues throughout 
his career, and other than a 3-2 overtime loss to the Habs, 
the Blues look pretty strong when Ville Husso is in net. They 
went 4-0-1 during their five-game road trip. 

8. Minnesota Wild (31-14-3, +39. CF%: 15th, xGF%: 12th. 
PR: 8) 

Yes, the Wild won a lot of games, but it seemed more 
impressive than it really was; three wins against Chicago, 
and one each against the Habs and Wings… these are 
games they should be winning, anyway. They went 1-3-0 last 
week with 16 goals allowed, no thanks to poor performances 
from Talbot. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (32-14-4, +38. CF%: 7th, xGF%: 4th. 
PR: 7) 

Goaltending woes, weak defensive corps and lackluster 
efforts – all symptoms the Leafs have experienced over the 
past few seasons, though at least Kyle Dubas is addressing 
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that by acquiring Carter Hutton and the underrated Ilya 
Lyubushkin. The 5-2 loss to the Habs stung the most. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins (31-13-8, +33. CF%: 9th, xGF%: 
6th. PR: 5) 

The Pens’ biggest fear should be entering the playoffs when 
Jarry isn’t playing well. He had a .864 Sv% and 4.13 GAA in 
losses against the Leafs and Canes over the past week. The 
lack of offense didn’t help either, with only three Pens 
scoring more than one point. 

11. Edmonton Oilers (28-19-3, +7. CF%: 8th, xGF%: 10th. 
PR: 13) 

A 7-3 loss to the Wild aside – even though the goaltending 
was really ugly with Mike Smith getting pulled again – the 
Oilers have looked much improved under Jay Woodcroft. 
There’s just nothing coaches can do about bad goaltending. 

12. Boston Bruins (29-17-4, +6. CF%: 6th, xGF%: 2nd. PR: 
15) 

They went 3-2-1 without Marchand, which is about as good a 
result as you can hope for. The big eye-opener, however, 
was a 5-1 win against the Avs, and Swayman seems to have 
taken with four starts in their past five games and allowed 
just three goals on 60 shots (.950 Sv%) this past week. 

13. Los Angeles Kings (26-17-7, +6. CF%: 3rd, xGF%: 7th. 
PR: 19) 

They’ve won four of their past five as they continue to rotate 
between Petersen and Quick, and it’s their offense that’s 
been bailing them out. Kempe and Kopitar have combined 
for 10 points in their past two games. 

14. Nashville Predators (29-18-4, +12. CF%: 17th, xGF%: 
15th. PR: 11) 

A 6-4 win against the Panthers was a nice reprieve, but that 
was with David Rittich in net. If Saros doesn’t turn the ship 
around, the Preds have no chance. A five-spot drop feels 
generous for a team that has lost four of its past five, 
including three games to teams ranked lower than them. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (29-18-4, +19. CF%: 10th, xGF%: 
11th. PR: 12) 

It was nice to see Eichel score goals, but it does not hide the 
fact that they were shut out by the Flames and Avs and lost 
to the Kings in overtime. The Knights have been so 
underwhelming this season they definitely don’t look like a 
Western Conference heavyweight anymore. 

16. Dallas Stars (27-20-2, -2. CF%: 19th, xGF%: 16th. PR: 
14) 

It’s a love-hate relationship with the Stars because I’ve never 
seen a team that has been simultaneously so good yet so 
bad in the same season. A 3-1 loss to the Coyotes on 
Sunday was a real black eye as they vie for a playoff berth. 

17. Washington Capitals (28-15-9, +26. CF%: 12th, xGF%: 
14th. PR: 18) 

The Caps’ record is surprisingly good considering how 
inconsistent they’ve been, especially in net, but winning three 
of their past four games – all on the road – is a nice way to 

get back on track. Samsonov is 4-2-0 with a .917 Sv% in 
February. 

18. Anaheim Ducks (25-19-9, -1. CF%: 20th, xGF%: 21st. 
PR: 16) 

Like any flawed roster with good goaltending, the Ducks live 
and die with their performances in net. The wins against the 
Canucks and Sharks were nice, but they weren’t entirely 
convincing. Gibson has a .815 Sv% and 6.09 GAA in three 
games over the past week. 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets (26-23-1, -16. CF%: 21st, xGF%: 
27th. PR: 23) 

The Jackets have won eight of their past 10 games even 
though their goaltending has been a little suspect. Patrik 
Laine’s 14 points in February trails only Elias Lindholm, and 
they’re re-inventing themselves as a high-scoring team after 
years of grind-it-out hockey. Tuesday’s overtime win against 
the Leafs was impressive, but with the Panthers, Canes and 
Pens coming up, let’s see how good they really are before 
bumping them way up. 

20. Vancouver Canucks (24-22-6, -8. CF%: 16th, xGF%: 
19th. PR: 18) 

They’ve been up-and-down but still mostly good, beating the 
Kraken 5-2 after an embarrassing 7-4 loss to the Ducks. 
When Demko isn’t sharp, the Canucks have no chance. 

21. Winnipeg Jets (22-20-8, -5. CF%: 14th, xGF%: 18th. PR: 
20) 

The Jets are 5-4-1 following their six-game losing streak and 
their offense has come alive with Blake Wheeler scoring 
seven points in our games, but they’re still so far off from 
where they need to be. The Jets had a 6-2-1 edge against 
the Flames going into the season and had dispatched the 
Oilers in the previous playoffs, but lost by a combined 7-3 
score last week. 

22. Ottawa Senators (19-26-5, -25. CF%: 26th, xGF%: 25th. 
PR: 22) 

The Sens are playing the spoiler right now thanks to strong 
goaltending from Forsberg, Gustavsson and Murray, who is 
expected to re-join the team following the birth of his child. 
Over the past week, Sens goalies are a combined 2-1-1 with 
a .932 Sv% and 2.24 GAA. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (23-22-6, -29. CF%: 29th, xGF%: 
23rd. PR: 24) 

They’ve won five of their past eight games but the big news 
was Dylan Larkin leaving practice with an undisclosed injury. 
He’s their heart and soul and leaves a huge void in the 
middle of their lineup. 

24. New York Islanders (19-20-7, -12. CF%: 27th, xGF%: 
17th. PR: 27) 

Lose to the Sabres but beat the Bruins. Lose to the Habs but 
beat the Kraken. Sorokin has taken over the No. 1 job but 
their offense remains anemic and their performances 
inconsistent. Either way, they’re somewhere between 
mediocre to really bad, and obviously neither are good for a 
team many believed to be a dark horse contender. 
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25. Buffalo Sabres (16-27-8, -44. CF%: 25th, xGF%: 31st. 
PR: 25) 

Tage Thompson has more goals (4) than the rest of the team 
combined (3) since last week. Tokarski and Anderson were a 
combined 0-3-0 with a .880 Sv% and 4.06 GAA. 

26. San Jose Sharks (22-22-6, -24. CF%: 30th, xGF%: 20th. 
PR: 22) 

A six-game losing streak definitely deserves a drop, though 
they did face really tough opponents and four of the losses 
were only by one goal. The Sharks have only two 
defensemen who are averaging over 20 minutes per game – 
Burns and Ferraro – and they’re a combined minus-8 over 
the past week. 

27. Seattle Kraken (16-33-4, -53. CF%: 18th, xGF%: 22nd. 
PR: 26) 

We’re a month away from the trade deadline and still not a 
peep from the Kraken. Like the dead octopus you find 
washed up on the beach, you want to give them a hard prod 
just to see if it’s still alive, though in reality the Kraken were 
probably DOA following a botched expansion draft. 

28. New Jersey Devils (17-28-5, -36. CF%: 13th, xGF%: 
13th. PR: 29) 

A 7-1 win against the Habs gives the Devils the edge, but it 
was also just their third win in over a month. They’re getting 
good performances from their young players and Dougie 
Hamilton is expected to return Thursday, but you can only 
win so many games when your starter is Jon Gillies. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks (18-26-8, -50. CF%: 28th, xGF%: 
28th. PR: 28) 

Fleury’s record this season: 16-18-4, .912 Sv%, 2.80 GAA. 
All other Blackhawks goalies: 2-8-4, .881 Sv%, 3.77 GAA. If 
and when they move Fleury, the Hawks are going to 
plummet even further. 

30. Montréal Canadiens (11-33-7, -80. CF%: 24th, xGF%: 
30th. PR: 32) 

The Habs are the only team to be ranked in the bottom three 
every single week, but things really are perking up under 
Martin St. Louis. Cole Caufield is scoring, Jeff Petry is 
playing like he cares and are we getting the Hamburgler 2.0 
after Andrew Hammond won his season debut against the 
Isles? 

31. Arizona Coyotes (13-33-4, -72. CF%: 31st, xGF%: 32nd. 
PR: 31) 

The great desert exodus seems to be just beginning after the 
Coyotes shipped off Carter Hutton and Ilya Lyubushkin, 
arguably one of their most reliable defenders, to the Leafs. 
More pieces will surely follow, but credit to the Coyotes; 
there hasn’t really been any talk of frustration boiling over or 
teammates throwing each other under the bus despite 
another horrendous campaign. 

32. Philadelphia Flyers (15-26-10, -51. CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 
26th. PR: 30) 

With their sixth straight loss Tuesday against the Blues, the 
Flyers drop to the bottom spot for the second time this 
season. Carter Hart at least gave them a chance, but Martin 
Jones has been a disastrous signing since day one.
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Rise to the Top 

The Carolina Hurricanes regain the top position of the 
division from the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 74 Points (35-11-4) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have now won three straight games 
and have earned points in four straight. The Canes struggled 
out of the All-Star break and haven’t looked like they have in 
the past but have still shown that they can win when not 
playing their best. The last week has shown what the Canes 
have to look forward to in March and April. They will have 30 
games in 59 days that include five sets of back-to-backs. 

Head Coach Rod Brind’Amour has been adamant about 
rotating players in and out of the lineup to maintain fitness 
and to keep players fresh. On Monday they sat Seth Jarvis in 
favor of starting Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz, who has 
been surging as of late. The Canes now are also being hit by 
injuries. Defenseman Brendan Smith was hurt blocking a 
shot in Pittsburgh but was able to travel back with the team. 
Monday, Tony DeAngelo also left the game with an upper-
body injury.  

This will not be the first or the last time that they will be going 
through injuries. Most players are banged up on the team to 
some extent but have been able to battle through, just look at 
Vincent Trocheck. Brind’Amour and the training staff will 
have a monumental task in managing the workload for the 
players. They gave the players the day off yesterday, and it 
will become a more common occurrence to have optional 
skates or full days off for recovery. The saying it’s a 
marathon, not a sprint has never been more relevant for this 
team. 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins: 70 Points (31-13-8) 

We have just under a month until the trade deadline and one 
of the most intriguing storylines for the deadline is former 
Pittsburgh Penguin, Marc-Andre Fleury. Tristan Jarry has 
had a great season, but last season’s playoff performances 
could seed doubt in management’s minds. He had just a 
.888 save percentage in six games with a 3.18 GAA. This 
season Jarry has played the third-most games of any NHL 
goalie with 41 which also includes the third-most starts of 39. 
The Penguins have only played backup Casey DeSmith 12 
times. If they continue this trend will Jarry still have the 
stamina and legs at the end of the season and into the 
postseason? 

This is a similar concern for the Canes who have started 
Frederick Andersen 36 times. As the season progresses and 
load management becomes more important, teams will be 
relying more on their backups. We saw that with Antti Raanta 
starting against the Penguins on Sunday and getting the win. 
Both the Canes and the Penguins will have to start their 

backups more, but the Pens have shown they don’t have 
trust in DeSmith this season. An upgrade for their backup in 
Fleury or another goaltender would be just the upgrade they 
need.  

3. New York Rangers: 69 Points (32-13-5) 

The New York Rangers finally returned to play last week 
after two full weeks off between games with a 2-0-1 record 
last week. The Rangers picked up right where they left off. 
They have struggled to score with just five goals in their last 
three games with two of these games going to a shootout. 
They have been able to win these games because Igor 
Shesterkin has let up just four goals in this same span. If the 
Rangers believe they can contend this season they will need 
to be aggressive at the deadline and add some depth 
scoring.  

The Rangers rely only on three main players for goals, Chris 
Kreider, Mika Zibanejad, and Artemi Panarin. Kreider is on 
an absolute outlier year for his career with 33 goals, more 
than any other season in his career by a significant margin. 
Now we are seeing what happens when his 20.8% shooting 
percentage regresses and it’s not pretty for the Rangers. 
Since the restart of the season, he has zero goals on 12 
shots and now they average less than two goals for per 
game. As the Canes know well, you can’t win in the playoffs 
when you rely on one or two players to do all of the offensive 
lifting. 

4. Washington Capitals: 65 Points (28-15-9) 

For the first time this season, every Washington Capitals 
player skated in practice at the same time. February saw the 
Caps struggle with lasting injuries to Vitek Vanecek and T.J. 
Oshie but now both are full participants at practice along with 
Justin Schultz. The return of crucial players back to the 
lineup has been a much-needed boost in the recently 
struggling team’s spirit. This comes at a crucial time for the 
Caps that hope to be at full strength ahead of a crucial 
stretch of their schedule that will see them play 13 games in 
March and 14 games in April.  

The Caps are one of the oldest teams in the league and 
have struggled with a compact 2022 schedule. Before the 
Olympic break, the Caps had just a 9-9-2 record in 2022 
which saw them drop all the way down to a wild card 
position. The team is using the break to get as much rest as 
possible with the team having a long three-day break from 
team activities this past week. They hope the added rest can 
help get the team back to their winning ways.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 53 Points (26-23-1) 

It's going to seem like De Ja Vu all over again, but there isn’t 
a better story in the Metro than Patrik Laine right now. He 
scored another two goals against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
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last night and scored his first hat trick for Columbus on 
Thursday against the Chicago Blackhawks. He now has 
points in his last 10 games including a three-game multi-
point streak. Over these 10 games, he has scored multiple 
points eight times and was limited to a single point just twice. 
Laine now has 35 points in his last 31 games, which includes 
18 goals and 17 assists. 

The Blue Jackets now sit just nine points out of the second 
wild-card position behind the Boston Bruins. While it is 
unlikely that they will be able to pass the Bruins, giving the 
younger players something to play for will be much more 
valuable in the long run than limping out the season like the 
New Jersey Devils or the Buffalo Sabres. It is always 
important to have goals even if they aren’t the most 
reachable. Just look at what happened to Noah Hanifin and 
Elian Lindholm when they went to a contender, all the 
sudden they perform better. The Blue Jackets are going a 
long way in establishing a culture for their young players that 
are showing they have something to fight for after 
competitive play in 2022. 

6. New York Islanders: 45 Points (19-20-7) 

The New York Islanders are still the only team outside of the 
top eight teams in the east with a chance to make the 
playoffs. After losing to the Montreal Canadiens on Sunday, 
the playoff door is closing quickly. Now, it looks like a coin 
flip to pass the Blue Jackets for fifth in the Metropolitan 
Division. While the Islanders do have a slight chance to 
make the playoffs it feels like they’re trending in the wrong 
direction, yes even after a win against the Seattle Kraken. 
The Islanders have had an aging core over the last few 
seasons that have been able to overachieve, now that they 
haven’t continued that, they have tons of tough decisions to 
make. 

The Isles are a team that wouldn’t have dreamt of a rebuild 
last season, but it is a real decision for them to make. They 
are destined to sell at the deadline, but it will all come down 
to whether they are able to make hockey trades or rental 
trades. Hockey trades that are NHL player for NHL player 
are more typical at the draft and not the deadline, but never 
count out Lou Lamoriello. The Isles could come out with 
enough draft capital from the trade deadline to also flip in the 
draft for NHL talent to put around Matt Barzal and the other 
core pieces they have in place.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 40 Points (15-26-10) 

Nothing is more shocking than the fact that the Philadelphia 
Flyers are not in last place of the Metropolitan Division. The 
Flyers have now lost six straight games for the third time this 
season. This is of course on top of two 10 games win streaks 
that include a 13-game losing streak in December and 
January. This team had a 1-10-2 record in January. The 
Flyers are now in danger of being the third team in NHL 
history to record a third 10-game losing streak in a single 
season. Only the 1992-93 Ottawa Senators had three and 
the 1974-75 Washington Capitals had four such streaks. 

The Flyers sit only one point above the New Jersey Devils 
for the last place in the East and fourth to last in the NHL. 
The other bad news for the Flyers is they do not have a 
second-round pick in this draft. Anything they can return 
through trades will likely be as good as or worse than their 
own second-round pick if they would have kept it. This 
second-round pick, which could be the 26th overall pick, was 
given to the Arizona Coyotes to TAKE Shayne Gostisbehere 
off of their hands. Gostisbehere currently ranks third on the 
Coyotes with 30 points. That would rank fourth on the Flyers 
and his 22 assists would be tied with Claude Giroux for 
second on the Flyers. It almost seems like a bad idea to sell 
low on players.  

8. New Jersey Devils: 39 Points (17-28-5) 

The New Jersey Devils have one of the most interesting 
pieces at the trade deadline in Pavel Zacha. He is one of the 
only players that isn’t a rental at the deadline as a 24-year-
old pending restricted free agent. Zacha has been playing on 
the second line as a winger for the Devils but also plays 
center. The Devils have their top two centers in Nico Hischier 
and Jack Hughes, so they can afford to lose Zacha if it 
means a significant return to help their depth in other areas. 
Zacha averages 17:07 of ice time per game and has scored 
12 goals and 11 assists in 47 games played.  

While he is arbitration-eligible, he is coming off a three-year 
contract that has a cap hit of $2.25 million. He won’t be due a 
huge raise after this season and could work well as a second 
center on an up-and-coming team or a third center/top-nine 
forward for a contending team. The big advantage to trading 
him is they could get an NHL-ready player in return. Ideally, 
that would be a defenseman for the Devils who will also likely 
be trading pending UFA P.K. Subban for more traditional 
rental returns of prospects and picks.
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Chatfield recalled by Canes 

The Chicago Wolves announced Wednesday that 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield has been recalled from loan by 
the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 25-year-old Chatfield already has played in seven 
games for the Hurricanes this season — amassing one 
assist and a +1 plus/minus rating for the Eastern 
Conference’s winningest team. The Ypsilanti, Michigan, 
native also owns five goals, six assists and a +3 plus/minus 
rating in 30 games for the Wolves. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves travel to second-place 
Manitoba for games Saturday and Sunday before returning 
to Allstate Arena to face the Texas Stars at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 2. To pick up a special Craft Beer Night 
package that features three beers and a ticket for one low 
price, click here or contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3144372/2022/02/23/ranking-the-hurricanes-most-valuable-trade-assets-which-prospects-and-picks-could-move-if-they-go-

all-in/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-24/c-331110532 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-shake-up-in-the-top-10 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/23/22946912/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-carolina-hurricanes-rise-to-the-top 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/23/chatfield-recalled-by-canes/ 
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Consistency, experience: Jordan Staal line big part of Carolina 
Hurricanes’ success 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 23, 2022 11:47 AM 

 

For those impressed by big numbers, try these: 2,281 games and 37,646 
minutes. 

That’s the combined total for the Carolina Hurricanes’ line of center 
Jordan Staal and wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. That’s a lot 
of time on ice, a lot of miles, as they say. 

There’s nothing overly fancy about the line’s play. It’s solid, it’s heavy, it’s 
effective. It comes from three experienced players who know what does 
and doesn’t work in the NHL and how best to help a team win. 

While Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has tinkered with his lines during 
the season and during games, the Staal line has remained for the most 
part intact. Brind’Amour just jots down the numbers — 21-11-71 — and 
goes from there with his lineup. 

Brind’Amour opened the Canes’ road game at Pittsburgh on Sunday with 
the Staal line. He opened the second period with the Staal line, and the 
third period. 

Staal scored nine seconds into the second, the puck bouncing off him in 
front of the net. Fast scored off the rush nine seconds into the third, after 
the Penguins won the faceoff to begin the period and turned over the 
puck. The Canes won 4-3. 

Then, the line did it again, with another sudden score. At Philadelphia on 
Monday, Niederreiter scored 24 seconds into the second period for the 
game’s first goal. The Canes would win in overtime 4-3 to improve to 35-
11-4 and move to a four-point lead in the Metropolitan Division. 

“I think for us, we know we have to lead the way when we get the first 
shift and set the tone as much as we can,” Niederreiter said after the 
Flyers game. “It’s been working over the last couple of games. It’s 
something we try to do. We are all veterans on our line, so we try to 
move the team in the right direction.” 

Staal, 33, is the Canes captain and has more “miles” than anyone else — 
1,062 regular-season games and 19,756 minutes on ice (about 329 
hours). Niederreiter, 29, played his 700th career game against the Pens 
and has 10,284 minutes in ice time. Fast, 30, has 518 games and 7,606 
minutes. 

Staal’s biggest problem this season has been in scoring goals, finding 
the net. After scoring twice in the Canes’ first seven games, he did not 
get his third goal of the season until Feb. 10 at Boston. 

While many of Staal’s hockey metrics, the numbers used to help gauge a 
player’s performance, were about the same as last year’s, one had a 
precipitous dip: shooting percentage. He went 35 games and 61 shots 
without a goal before he scored late in the 6-0 victory over the Bruins on 
the redirection of a Brady Skjei point shot. 

“He does so many things the right way and is so important to our team,” 
Niederreiter said. “He wins faceoffs, he wins a lot of one-on-one battles. 
Whenever he scores it’s just a big plus for him. He definitely deserved 
that goal. He had a lot of chances and was a little snake-bitten and got 
that monkey off his back.” 

Staal said during the scoring drought that it was a “little frustrating” but 
noted the team had not suffered because of it. 

“I love winning the games,” Staal said. “Obviously we’ve played really 
well and I haven’t been leaned on to score goals. We seem to be doing 
that just fine.” 

Added Brind’Amour: “He’s the leader of our group and the measure for 
me on his success is how well the team is doing.” 

In the win over the Penguins, Staal won the draw to start the second 
period and went to the net. A Brett Pesce shot was stopped by goalie 
Tristan Jarry, only to have the puck glance off Staal in front and past 
Jarry. 

Lucky bounce? “I told the guys my left leg was due,” Staal joked after the 
game. 

Niederreiter, who had 20 goals in the 2021 season, has backed that up 
with another productive season and has 15 through 44 games. Fast, 
quietly efficient, has been more of a surprise with 10 goals in 50 games 
and is on pace to top his career high of 13 with the New York Rangers in 
2017-18. 

Staal calls Fast the Canes’ “worker bee.” Brind’Amour says what he likes 
best about Fast’s game is his “consistency factor.” 

“If you really think about it his game never changes,” Brind’Amour said 
Monday. “He’ll score a goal here or there, yeah, but it’s just the way he 
goes about his business. He plays as hard as he can every shift and 
every game.” 

The Staal line has been the Canes’ best checking line and it doesn’t have 
the flash and flair of Sebastian Aho’s line with Andrei Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen. But consistency, shift after shift, was always one of 
Brind’Amour’s strengths as a player and is appreciated as a coach. 
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Ranking the Hurricanes’ most valuable trade assets: Which prospects 
and picks could move if they go all-in? 
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By Sara Civian and Scott Wheeler  

Feb 23, 2022  

  

The Hurricanes have established themselves as a perennial playoff team 
and contender these past few seasons, but the Carolina front office still 
operates on savviness above all. General manager Don Waddell and his 
staff prefer to rely on solid drafting and strategic moves over splashy, big-
name signings and trades. 

This past offseason brought up a lot of questions, and the Canes again 
answered them mostly by committee, as opposed to with huge moves. 
There was a series of small tweaks involving short-term, mostly 
inexpensive contracts. The biggest splashes were the Freddie Andersen 
and Antti Raanta signings in net — along with the offer sheet to Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi — and those were still low stakes compared to other options. 

They had their most eventful trade deadline ever in 2020, and had a slow 
burn the year before that, acquiring Nino Niederreiter a month or so 
before the actual deadline. But I wouldn’t expect anything like that at the 
2022 deadline next March 21, even as the young core is approaching a 
true Cup window and the Canes look more complete than ever. As 
Waddell told The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun recently, they aren’t just going 
to make a trade so they can make a trade. 

“Sure you watch what’s going on around the league but it has to make 
sense for your own team and knowing the chemistry of your team and 
what’s going on,” Waddell told LeBrun. “If you look at our trade deadlines 
before, we gave up a first-round pick for Brady Skjei but he had four 
years left on his deal. I’m not saying we wouldn’t do a rental player 
(pending UFA), but for us this year we’ve already given up our first-round 
pick in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi deal, so you know, we think we got a big 
pool of prospects and a lot of picks the last couple of years.” 

Reading between the lines, the Canes will be hesitant to move the 
majority of the players on the NHL roster, as they should be. Depth has 
been a huge contributor to this season’s success. 

But there are other options. While Canes don’t have their 2022 first-round 
pick (given up in compensation for the Kotkaniemi offer sheet) and most 
of their recent high-end prospects like Seth Jarvis and Martin Necas have 
already graduated to the NHL, there’s strength in the prospect pool, 
which The Athletic ranks fifth in the league. There are several names the 
Canes could include in a grab bag-type package for an NHL return under 
the right circumstances. 

Let’s rank the tools in the Hurricanes’ 2022 trade deadline arsenal, with 
the help of The Athletic’s prospect expert extraordinaire Scott Wheeler. 

(Author’s note: If you’re wondering where Jack Drury is, I took him off the 
table. The Canes love him, and while anyone could go at the right price, 
he strikes me as a perfect playoff Black Ace. The Canes will need a few 
of those.) 

1. The 2023 first-round pick 

Wheeler: The 2023 first is undoubtedly the Canes’ biggest bargaining 
chip. If they are to do something significant at the deadline, and if Jarvis 
is off the table (as I’m sure he is), then you can probably expect the 2023 
first to be the premium piece involved. On one hand, that’s a tricky game 
to play if you’re the Canes. The 2023 draft is quite likely going to be a 
special one, the Canes now lack a true top prospect and moving this pick 
would be a huge bet that the depth within their pool is enough to sustain 
fill roster holes and provide cheap depth without the infusion of a first-
rounder. On the other hand, everyone else in the league knows how 
strong the 2023 draft is, and I wonder if that almost creates a market 
efficiency worth exploiting if selling teams are a little too invested in 
tapping into that 2005 age group’s talent pool. The good news is that 
even if they move that pick, the Canes have proven they can find talent 
outside the first round as well as about any team in the league. Case in 
point: the next two names on this list. 

Civian: Yeah, Jarvis is a Rod Brind’Amour-prototype-unicorn special, and 
the Canes love nothing more than a homegrown success story. We can 
all but cross that one off the list. The rest of your points above are what 
make the 2023 first-rounder the Canes’ best asset, but they’re also why I 
don’t think they’ll actually pull the trigger on trading it. I can’t imagine they 
go two straight drafts without a first-round pick, especially with the lack of 
a true top prospect in the system. We’re still waiting on an update on 
Tony DeAngelo’s upper-body injury, though. If that’s serious enough, 
maybe the desperation on defense increases and the Canes include the 
2023 first-rounder in a package for a guy like Jakob Chychrun with a 
multi-year deal. 

2. Scott Morrow, RHD, 19 (UMass-Amherst) 

Wheeler: Teams had mixed feelings about Morrow heading into the 2021 
draft, but there’s no denying his talent and the incredible freshman year 
he’s having at UMass. If it weren’t for the historic season Luke Hughes is 
having at Michigan, Morrow would be one of the stories of college hockey 
this year and the limelight would be shining bright on what he’s been able 
to do offensively. He’s got an NHL frame, NHL attributes, NHL skill and a 
commanding approach to the position that every team covets. There 
should be real excitement about him leaguewide. 

Civian: Not that I’ve cracked some code that experts and team 
employees haven’t been able to figure out, but I also think there’s value 
in selling high in these situations. As much as fans love to speculate that 
every prospect ever is going to have an outstanding NHL career, it’s just 
not a reality. Sometimes selling the hope and possibility of that is more 
valuable to a team closer to a Cup than a rebuild. 

3. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 18 (Karpat) 

Wheeler: Koivunen has looked like one of the better younger players in 
European professional hockey this season and became one of the early 
talking points of the world juniors (a bump that never hurts!) with his play 
in Edmonton before the tournament was canceled. Every scout 
recognizes his talent level and the way he processes the game, and 
some of the questions that lingered pre-draft have been answered. I’d 
sooner take him than a less-certain second-round pick in a future draft, 
but I suspect that weighting looks a little different for every team, 
depending on where they’re at in their build and the timeline they’re 
working toward. 

Civian: I do feel like Koivunen is a player who would benefit greatly from 
coming up in the Hurricanes’ system, and I think both sides would find 
mutual success in the eventual process. But he is quite intriguing as a 
player I think could eventually serve as a second-line winger. Struggling 
teams should see the way he’s playing among men and consider that in 
a few years he could very well contribute to a rebuild. 

4. 2022/2023 second-round pick 

Wheeler: Typically, the sooner the pick, the more value it carries across 
the league. But because of the notoriety that already exists for the 2023 
class, I suspect next year’s second-rounder is the more desirable for 
NHL clubs. I’d consider tapping into that desire and moving the 2023 
second in advance of the 2022 second. It comes with some risk, for sure, 
but if you think the value is disproportional, you have to consider it. 

Civian: I’d move this in a heartbeat for an actual NHL piece. 

5. Ryan Suzuki, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Wheeler: Suzuki’s a kid whose perceived value league-wide is now 
probably lower than it ought to be due to injuries, sporadic play and the 
larger amount of nitpicking that happens with players who’ve been on the 
scene a long time — and he’s someone I’d likely hang onto as a result. 
To most scouts, Suzuki is the kid who went first overall into the OHL way 
back in 2017. I suspect that, in conjunction with the time he has spent in 
the AHL to mixed results, makes people lose sight of how young he still 
is (he’s 20!). 

Civian: Your first sentence said it all for me. I still believe in Suzuki, and I 
worry a trade would mess with his head unnecessarily. A good 
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organization leans into a player in this situation and patiently lets him 
regain his confidence. The injuries have been so unfortunate, but the 
resilience you documented in your story about him tells me he’s going to 
be just fine if the Canes keep believing in him. 

6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Wheeler: Rees is a tricky one because he, like many of the Canes’ 
prospects, has some real believers in the sport and others who aren’t 
fond of his upside and the way he plays. I think he’s got significantly 
more talent than his AHL production indicates and could still become an 
NHL guy who injects skill and feistiness to a line, but I do think teams will 
look at the 24 points in 62 AHL games and, given his reputation (some 
warranted, some not), make a case to the Canes that he’s not a strong 
piece in a package. 

Civian: At the same time, GMs love these guys and feel like “the 
toughness” or whatever you want to call it is dying out in the sport. I could 
totally see a team operating from a scarcity mindset in this regard and 
going bananas with this one. This might be my most off-the-boards take 
in this exercise, but am I wrong? 

7. Alexander Nikishin, RHD, 20 (Spartak Moskva) 

Wheeler: If there’s a wild card asset within the Canes’ pool, it has 
probably become Nikishin. Say what you want about the way the game 
and player evaluation is changing, but teams still covet a big 6-foot-4 
defender who can play (maybe more than they should still too), and 
Nikishin has impressed just about everyone with his play in the KHL this 
year. Teams just had fresh eyes on him at the Olympics, too. I know 
there are non-Canes folks who really like him. 

Civian: In tune with your wild card qualifier, I know little about Nikishin. 
But the same Rees alarms went off in my head when you said “6-foot-4 
defender.” There’s always a market. I don’t know what the return would 
be, but that’s a story for a different day. 

8. 2022 third-round pick (Blackhawks)/2023 third-round pick (Hurricanes) 

Wheeler: I think there are other prospects of mild interest and value 
within the Canes’ pool (Dom Fensore, Jackson Blake, Aleksi Heimosalmi, 
Vasili Ponomaryov, etc.), but eventually you start to get into the B-grade 
guys, and teams would rather just take a third-round pick and try to find 
one of their own. I’d be surprised if they moved any of Noel Gunler, 
Anttoni Honka and Patrik Puistola, as well, due to the polarizing nature of 
each. Those are guys you’re better off working with yourself rather than 
moving them in a market that doesn’t appreciate them on the whole. 

Civian: Yeah, we could sit here and do this until we get into the top 20, 
and that’s sort of a testament to the Canes’ prospect depth, but it’s also a 
knock on their lack of that one coveted trade chip. Overall, it feels like 
there are a lot of “sensible” and/or boring negotiations on the table and 
less dramatics on deck. The Canes like to save the drama for offer 
sheets and Twitter dot com. 
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Tarasov hip surgery further tests Blue Jackets' battered goaltending 
depth 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   | The Columbus Dispatch 

 

DANIA BEACH, Fla — Jean-Francois Berube should make himself 
comfortable in a Blue Jackets uniform.  

It's starting to look like the journeyman goaltender will be needed in the 
NHL longer than expected after the team’s net depth took a couple more 
hits Wednesday.  

First, the Jackets placed backup Joonas Korpisalo back on injured 
reserve with a lower-body injury before leaving for South Florida. Later, 
the team announced that rookie Daniil Tarasov underwent season-
ending hip surgery, which took out the third option on the organizational 
depth chart behind Elvis Merzlikins and Korpisalo.  

Berube and rookie Jet Greaves have handled the starting and backup 
roles, respectively, the past two games without Merzlikins (lower body), 
Korpisalo or Tarasov available. Merzlikins, Berube and Greaves traveled 
with the team to Florida following practice Wednesday in Columbus.  

“Our first course of action following Daniil’s injury (Jan. 1 against 
Carolina) was to try rehabilitation,” Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen said in a statement. “Unfortunately, his hip did not progress 
like we had hoped and our medical team recently determined that 
surgery was the best course of action with his long-term career in mind.”  

Tarasov, 22, impressed in his first NHL action this season. Pressed into 
duty Dec. 2, when Merzlikins and Korpisalo were too sick to play in 
Dallas, the towering 6-foot-5 netminder kept the Blue Jackets close 
against the Stars in a 3-2 loss at American Airlines Center.  

He got into three more games after that one and went 0-2-0 with a 2.40 
goals-against average and blistering .937 save percentage in four 
outings. Tarasov impressed during his final start, too, stopping 31 of 33 
shots in just two periods against Carolina on New Year’s Day at 
Nationwide Arena.  

He sustained the injury late in the second period, finished out the frame 
and didn’t return for the third in a 7-4 loss.   

Tarasov is the Jackets’ top goaltending prospect, so how he recovers 
from surgery to repair his right hip at a young age is something to watch 
now. His play prior to the injury indicated that Tarasov might be ready to 
replace Korpisalo as the main NHL backup soon, but that's likely to 
become a necessity next season with Korpisalo able to sign elsewhere in 
July.  

“Today’s surgery went well and we expect (Tarasov) to make a full 
recovery and be ready to go for the start of next season,” Kekalainen 
said via his statement.  

The team’s current situation in net isn’t exactly great.  

Berube has impressed while replacing Merzlikins the past two games, 
defeating the Buffalo Sabres on Sunday and Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Tuesday, but the Florida Panthers are up next. They’ve already blown 
out Columbus in two prior games by a combined margin of 17-6 and will 
be looking to do even more damage Thursday at FLA Live Arena.  

Merzlikins has missed two games, Korpisalo hasn’t played since Jan. 31 
in a relief role against the Panthers — and isn’t on the trip — and 
Greaves hasn’t played at the NHL level yet. That doesn’t look like a 
favorable situation for any of the Jackets’ goaltending options to face, but 
Berube’s been up to the first two challenges.  

As for Korpisalo, it’s been a season filled with struggles in the net 
between multiple absences for injuries, a severe respiratory non-COVID 
illness and then a case of COVID-19. The Blue Jackets opted not to 
trade him last summer, but signed Merzlikins to a five-year contract 
extension on the eve of training camp in September.  

Korpisalo’s name has come up in trade speculation throughout the 
season, but his health is fast becoming the biggest deterrent to a deal 
before the NHL’s Mar. 21 trade deadline. 
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Blue Jackets' Daniil Tarasov has season-ending hip surgery 

 

By Aaron Portzline 

February 23, 2022Updated 7:45 PM EST 

 

Blue Jackets' Daniil Tarasov has season-ending hip surgery. The Blue 
Jackets said Tarasov, their top goalie prospect, was facing a six-month 
recovery following the surgery. 

Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender Daniil Tarasov had season-ending 
surgery on his right hip Wednesday in New York, seven weeks after he 
last saw live action. The Blue Jackets initially hoped the 22-year-old's 
injured right hip would heal with rest and rehabilitation. 

“Unfortunately, his hip did not progress as we had hoped and our medical 
team recently determined that surgery was the best course of action with 
his long-term career in mind,” Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen said in 
a statement. “Today’s surgery went well and we expect him to make a full 
recovery and be ready to go for the start of next season.” 

The Blue Jackets did not specifically say what Tarasov’s injury was or 
what surgery was performed. Neither would his agent, J.P. Barry, when 
contacted via email by The Athletic. 

Columbus said Tarasov was facing a six-month recovery following the 
surgery, meaning he should be cleared by late August, a few weeks 
before the expected start of training camp. 

Tarasov is the Blue Jackets’ top goaltending prospect, but he was right 
on the cusp of becoming an NHL regular. He played in four games this 
season, including three starts, and had a 2.40 goals-against average and 
.937 save percentage. 

He stopped 31 of 33 shots on Jan. 1 vs. Carolina before suffering the hip 
injury and leaving the game. 

The surgery was performed by Dr. Bryan Kelly at Hospital for Special 
Surgery in New York City, per the club release. 

It’s unclear how Tarasov’s injury will impact the Blue Jackets’ approach 
with goaltender Joonas Korpisalo at the NHL trade deadline on March 
21. Korpisalo is a pending unrestricted free agent this summer, and it is 
widely expected that the Blue Jackets will trade him. With Elvis Merzlikins 
signed to a five-year, $27 million contract extension that begins next 
season, it’s clear that Merzlikins is the guy. 

The first order of business is for Korpisalo to get healthy. He landed on 
injured reserve on Wednesday with a lower-body injury and has missed 
significant time this season with injuries and illness, making just 14 starts. 

The other issue is that Korpisalo has not played well. His 3.82 goals-
against average and .887 save percentage are career-worst numbers, 
not to mention some of the worst statistics among goaltenders in the NHL 
this season. 

The recent play of Jean-Francois Berube — he’s played well in wins over 
Buffalo and Toronto so far this week — should give the Blue Jackets 
confidence that he could finish the season as Merzlikins’ back-up if 
Korpisalo is traded. 

In that scenario, Jet Greaves and Cam Johnson would be the 
goaltenders for AHL Cleveland. Greaves signed a three-year entry-level 
deal Sunday. 
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OILERS NOTES: Nuge hits 700 games, Niemelainen hits everything 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

With 700 games in the bank and seven and a half years left on a no-
movement contract, it seems a virtual certainty Ryan Nugent-Hopkins will 
become the longest serving Edmonton Oilers player of all time. 

Nugent-Hopkins, who hit the 700-milestone Wednesday in Tampa Bay, is 
currently ninth on the Oilers all-time games played list, four ahead of 
Wayne Gretzky and one behind Craig MacTavish. 

After that, it’s Jari Kurri (754), Kelly Buchberger (795), Shawn Horcoff 
(796), Glenn Anderson (845), Mark Messier (851), Ryan Smyth (971) and 
Kevin Lowe (1,037). 

In another four years, if all goes well, it will be Nugent-Hopkins at the top 
of that illustrious list. In the meantime, just getting to 700 as a 28-year-old 
is a pretty remarkable accomplishment. 

“You think about it a little bit and reflect a little on 700 games,” he said. 
“It’s pretty crazy to be here. At the end of the day, it’s just another game, 
but you reflect a little bit on the 700 you played.” 

Nugent-Hopkins has been a mainstay of the organization since being 
drafted first overall in 2011. A hard-working, two-way fan favourite, he put 
up 515 points in his first 699 games (eighth all time on the Oilers 
between Ales Hemsky and Doug Weight) and has long been their most 
versatile forward. 

Right now, with 10 points in his last 12 games, He’s driving the 
productive third line the Oilers have been searching for all season. 

“I would describe RNH as someone who is team-first,” said head coach 
Jay Woodcroft. “He garners a lot of respect from his teammates and 
certainly from the coaching staff. We use him in every situation and feel 
very good when he’s on the ice. He’s a fantastic teammate and he’s 
driven to win. I’m thankful he’s on our team.” 

Goalie Mike Smith knows a few things about leadership and competitive 
fire and says he’s been impressed with the amount of each that Nugent-
Hopkins brings to every fight. 

“I don’t think Nugget gets enough credit for what he brings to this team 
and this organization,” said Smith. “He’s such a great leader on and off 
the ice. He’s such a great character. He does a lot of things really well 
and he can play in any position. 

“As a player, he’s a glue guy. He can play up and down the lineup, kills 
penalties, plays on the power play. Those guys are hard to replace.” 

HEADS UP 

Usually, when young defencemen stand out in the NHL, it’s for making 
mistakes, but Oilers rookie Markus Niemelainen is making a name for 
himself with his punishing hits. 

Hard body checking is becoming a lost art in the NHL, but he’s launching 
his own personal open ice revival, one crunch at a time. 

“He’s someone who brings a dimension,” said Woodcroft. “For most 
young players who are trying to crack an everyday lineup spot in the 
NHL, you need to do something very well, or at least something that sets 
you apart. His dimension is his physicality. 

“Other teams take note when he’s on the ice. He has a real knack with 
his timing so that he’s not necessarily running out of position to make the 
hit. For a big man, he skates well and closes quickly. I think he’s added 
something to our back end.” 
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Being aggressive and taking the body hard at every opportunity is a 
character trait you really can’t teach. A player either has it or he doesn’t. 
Niemelainen, dating back to his days with Woodcroft in Bakersfield, 
Calif., always had a penchant for dishing out punishment. 

And at six-foot-six, and still filling out at 190 pounds, he can make those 
hits count. 

“I didn’t know much about him when he came to Bakersfield a year and a 
half ago, and as I got to know him and watch him operate on a daily 
basis, I grew to really appreciate what he brought,” said Woodcroft. 

“The style of game we want to play suits his style of play.” 

Being a relentless open ice hitter isn’t something one would expect from 
a 23-year-old Finn in his first NHL season, which makes it all the better. 

“We always joke about it in the room,” said defenceman Cody Ceci. “He’s 
always finishing his checks, stepping up, getting a piece of guys. I think 
that adds a good dynamic to our team right now.” 

It does. In today’s NHL, teams need skilled defencemen who can pass 
and transport the puck as well as provide offence, but winning teams are 
built on a foundation of big, physical blueliners. Niemelainen looks like 
someone who can be part of that. 

“He seems like a really good kid,” said Smith. “Quiet, but a big, solid kid 
who’s not afraid to throw his weight around and that’s kind of what we 
need back there a little bit. 

“I think he definitely brings an element of surprise out there. I don’t think 
a lot of people know what kind of player he is yet and playing the way he 
is, he’ll make a name for himself pretty fast. 

“It’s good to see a young guy come up there and not be afraid to muck it 
up a little bit and bring a physical aspect.” 
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Edmonton Oilers struck down hard in loss to Lightning 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

Not that anyone was ever really mistaking the Edmonton Oilers for a 
Stanley Cup contender, but an actual Stanley Cup contender decided to 
drive the point home anyway. 

Without high-end goaltending, you’re not a serious threat in the NHL. 

Anxious to see how they stand up against the two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, the Oilers turned in a spirited 60 
minutes Wednesday only to come up one save short — in case you were 
wondering how a goaltending battle between Mike Smith and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy would go. 

In a familiar theme that’s been an issue all season, the Oilers gave up 
too many early goals on too few shots and found themselves down 4-1 
before the end of the second period. 

They put a legitimate third-period scare into the hosts, closing it to 4-3 
with 10 minutes to go and pressing frantically in the final moments, but 
Vasilevskiy slammed the door and Tampa closed out a 5-3 victory with a 
last-season empty netter. 

“I liked parts of our game for sure,” said Connor McDavid, who had two 
goals in the loss. “We generated lots of chances and I thought we did an 
all right job keeping them in check. But they’re a great team, they just find 
ways to win games and that’s what they did tonight. 

“Against a team like that, every play matters. They take advantage of 
what you give them and we gave them just a little too much.” 

And, in the early going, everything they give them ended up in their net. 

After giving up four goals on seven shots and getting hooked in the first 
period of Sunday’s 7-3 loss to the Minnesota Wild, Smith wobbled out of 
the starting blocks again. 

Tampa scored on its fourth and fifth shots of the game to take a 2-1 lead 
at the first intermission. They made it 3-1 on their eight shot and had four 
on the board after 14 shots. 

That made it eight goals on 21 shots dating back to last game. 

“At the end of the day we were in a one-goal hockey game, they scored 
an empty netter at the end,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who falls to 
5-2 since taking over the team. 

“He (Smith) tried to battle through some things. He made some saves for 
us as well. And we had a chance to win that game. We gave up 23 shots 
on net, that’s a good thing.” 

Smith didn’t get a whole bunch of help in the early going as many of the 
warts Minnesota exposed in that 7-3 loss were a problem again in this 
one. 

The bounces also stung them a time or two, starting with Patrick Maroon 
banking a centering pass off defenceman Devin Shore to make it 1-0 
Tampa. 

After McDavid got that one back on the power play at 18:10, Steven 
Stamkos caught the Oilers napping and made it 2-1 with 14.4 seconds 
left in the period, ramping the puck off defenceman William Lagesson’s 
stick and over Smith’s shoulder. 

So, with the shots 9-5 Edmonton after 20 minutes, it was 2-1 Tampa. For 
Smith, it was the seventh time in 10 games that he’s given up two goals 
on six shots or less. 

The Bolts didn’t have to work very hard for their 3-1 lead. Tampa’s Nikita 
Kucherov walked right down main street, between Zach Hyman and 
Ryan McLeod, to get it started and Brayden Point, standing between 
Markus Niemelainen and Philip Broberg, slid home a rebound at 10:48. 

Pretty much every layer failed in giving Tampa its third goal on eight 
shots. 

Corey Perry scored the 400th of his NHL career on a deflection at 15:24 
to make it 4-1 Lightning and you could pretty much turn the lights out on 
this game. 

To their credit, the Oilers didn’t curl up after that and cut the lead to 4-2 
on Hyman’s partial breakaway late in the second and 4-3 on McDavid’s 
second of the game midway through the third. 

The Oilers finished strongly, but coming close to digging out of a 4-1 hole 
doesn’t excuse the 4-1 hole. 

With a plenty of rough water ahead of them on this trip, Woodcroft 
refused to discuss anything but the positive afterward. 

“Are there some things we can do better, yes, but there were some really 
good signs in our team game,” he said. 

“It was an excellent hockey game. There were chances both ways. We 
hit a post at the end of the game that could have tied it up but it didn’t go 
in for us. But the compete and effort was there. One bounce here or 
there didn’t go our way tonight. 

“We were in a one-goal hockey game in a tough environment against the 
two-time Stanley Cup champions. There was a lot of good in that game, 
too.” 

The loss dropped Edmonton to 2-8-1 in games against Atlantic Division 
teams. They haven’t won a game in Tampa Bay since 2009. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 24, 2022 

 

Edmonton Sun: LOADED: 02.24.2022 

1198987 Edmonton Oilers 

 

Game Night: Edmonton Oilers at Tampa Bay - this should be interesting 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

EDMONTON OILERS 28-19-3 vs TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 32-11-6 

Today, 5:30 p.m., TV: SportsNet, Radio: 630 CHED 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Edmonton PP: 26.4% (4th) PK: 77.1% (22nd) 

Tampa PP: 19.2% (19th) PK: 80.9% (12th) 

POINTS LEADERS 

Edmonton 

Connor McDavid GP 49 G 26 A 45 Pts 71 +11 

Leon Draisaitl GP 50 G 35 A 35 Pts 70 +10 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins GP 43 G 7 A 30 Pts 37 +7 

TAMPA 

Steve Stamkos GP 48 G 23 A 32 Pts 55 +13 

Victor Hedman GP 49 G 11 A 39 Pts 50 +19 

Alex Kilorn GP 49 G 16 A 27 Pts 43 +5 

WHY WATCH… 

This is a big one for the Oilers, one of those games where they can truly 
measure themselves against a deep, skilled and battle-tested lineup 
capable of making an opponent look very ordinary. The Oilers are still 
something of a mystery – 10-3-1 in their last 14 games, but just six 
games removed from getting their coach fired and coming off an ugly 7-3 
loss in their most recent measuring stick game. This is going to be very 
interesting. 

ABOUT THE LIGHTNING… 

This is another one of those games where the Oilers are facing an 
opponent coming off a long Olympic break. This will be Tampa’s first 
game in eight days, so there might be an opportunity to get a quick jump 
or take advantage of a team that doesn’t have its 60-minute legs yet. 

With the Lightning 16-4-4 at home and the Florida Panthers 23-3-0, 
home ice in the playoffs is going to be a big deal. So even though Tampa 
is in a comfortable playoff spot, nobody gets an easy night against a 
team locked in a dogfight for top spot in the Atlantic Division. 

Since leaving the Oilers in 2018, Patrick Maroon became one of four 
players in history to win three Stanley Cups in a row across two different 
teams (St. Louis in 2019, Tampa in 2020 and 2021). And he’s still a 
factor with eight goals and eight assists in a grinding fourth line role. 
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Mike Smith keeps showing he’s not the Oilers’ answer in net. When will 
Ken Holland address the goaltending? 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman Feb 24, 2022 11  

 

The odds suggest the Oilers aren’t in grave danger of missing the 
playoffs despite a lousy couple of games. Of course, that’s not a 
certainty. 

Provided those projections do hold up, however, it’s evident they aren’t 
going anywhere in the postseason with the type of goaltending that’s on 
the roster. 

Mike Smith has been dreadful in his last two starts culminating with 
Wednesday’s performance against the Lightning. 

First, he was pulled after allowing four goals on seven shots against the 
Wild on Sunday. Yes, there were high-quality chances that turned into 
goals, but the Oilers could have used a stop from their goalie and 
couldn’t get one. 

Then, he was arguably worse against the two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champions, a matchup the Oilers lost 5-3 despite being the better 
team. 

Smith looked out of sorts on the first three goals he surrendered. 

The first Tampa tally was a rebound that went off teammate Devin Shore 
and in. It was an unlucky break, but one to which Smith was slow to 
react. Former Oiler Pat Maroon got credit. 

The second was a turn-and-fire attempt in the last minute of the opening 
frame from Lightning captain Steven Stamkos, a shot that ricocheted off 
Oilers blueliner William Lagesson. The deflection didn’t help, but Smith 
wasn’t square to the Stamkos try in the slightest. 

Check out this scathing critique from former pro goaltender and analyst 
Mike McKenna: 

I'M NOT SURE I'VE EVER SEEN A GOALIE IN RVH FOR A SHOT 
FROM THE FACEOFF DOT LIKE SMITH JUST WAS FOR STAMKOS 
GOAL. I DIDN'T THINK THE RVH NO-FLY ZONE COULD EVEN 
EXTEND THAT HIGH IN THE DEFENSIVE END 

— MIKE MCKENNA (@MIKEMCKENNA56) FEBRUARY 24, 2022 

Neither Lagesson nor Markus Niemelainen fended off Brayden Point in 
front on the third Lightning marker, but Smith was off his post and didn’t 
put up much of a fight. 

The Oilers outshot and out-attempted the Lightning. They had more of 
the quality chances at five-on-five. They pushed hard after entering the 
third period down two goals. Connor McDavid narrowed the deficit to one 
courtesy of his second tally of the game before Leon Draisaitl hit the post 
late. A goal would have tied the game and given Draisaitl a four-point 
night. 

With their superstars flying, the Oilers probably should have won. 

Instead, Smith’s goaltending was the biggest reason they didn’t even if 
the captain and coach — the two members of the team to speak 
postgame — weren’t willing to say so. 

“He tried to battle through some things, and he made some saves for us 
as well,” bench boss Jay Woodcroft said. “We had a chance to win that 
game. We gave up 23 shots on net. That’s a good thing. 

“Were there some breakdowns that we can be better at as a team? Yes, 
there were. We’re going to work to address those. We were in a one-goal 
game in a tough environment against the Stanley Cup champions. There 
was a lot of good in that game as well.” 

A lot of good it did them thanks in good part to Smith. 

His last two games have been poor. And it’s not like they’re outliers. The 
porous netminding extends far beyond that. 
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As colleague Allan Mitchell noted, Smith put up a quality start in just four 
of his 12 attempts this season before Wednesday. That 33.3 percent 
success rate is even lower after the loss to the Lightning and so is his 
percentage, now at .891. It’s hard to win consistently when your 
supposed No. 1 goalie is no better than average two-thirds of the time. 

The problem is that Smith’s netminding partner has been just as bad for 
double the price tag. 

Mikko Koskinen’s save percentage is .899 in 28 appearances. He’s 
allowed 8.7 goals above average in all situations, per Natural Stat Trick, 
seventh-worst in the NHL. It’s worth nothing, Smith is quickly catching up 
— if that’s the right term. He’s allowed 7.26 goals above average; only 10 
goalies are below him. 

It’s a good time to remind everyone that the Oilers’ best goaltender this 
season is in the minors. That’s Stuart Skinner, who’s sporting a .913 
save percentage and has stopped 1.38 goals above average in all 
situations at the NHL level. 

Skinner has shown enough that he should be an Oiler right now. He 
should be recalled immediately. If that means keeping three goaltenders 
on the roster to stave off hurt feelings of a demotion to AHL Bakersfield 
and/or potentially causing family challenges for Smith and Koskinen, who 
are both fathers, then so be it. 

But that’s not to suggest Skinner should be the full-fledged starter. That 
would be unfair to put that burden on a 23-year-old with limited 
experience who, overall, has been a few ticks above average. He’s the 
best the Oilers have right now. 

And therein lies the biggest issue. GM Ken Holland had three offseasons 
to amend the goaltending situation. Nothing’s changed, resulting in a big 
strikeout. 

He took the first pitch looking having just taken the position and about to 
be saddled with Koskinen’s expensive extension in 2019. 

He took a healthy cut at pitch No. 2 and thought he had a contract 
agreement with Jacob Markstrom all lined up in 2020 before a curveball 
dropped past him and rival Calgary got the goalie. 

His attempt at trying to land Darcy Kuemper last summer was akin to a 
batter trying to get some wood on a fastball to stay alive in the at-bat. 
Colorado nabbed Kuemper from Arizona in a trade thanks to a better 
offer. 

The result of Holland’s whiff is the Oilers being in their current 
predicament. 

They’ve got one goalie who’s closing in on age 40, has had three injury 
stints this season and has posted a save percentage greater than .906 in 
a game four times. The other goalie is at best meant for a platoon 
situation but is paid like a starter. 

Holland doesn’t want to give up a first-round pick or a top prospect. He 
might have to relinquish one of his subpar goalies in a trade to upgrade 
at the position, which would likely result in having to part with another 
asset in the form of a sweetener. Getting a new goaltender won’t be 
simple. 

It doesn’t matter. It’s necessary. There will be options available even if 
the cost is higher than preferred. Heck, almost any option would be better 
than what they have now. 

The Oilers can’t continue trekking on with this type of goaltending. Try to 
press forward, and they risk undermining the systematic changes and jolt 
of energy from their new coach and undoing the short-term positive 
development of some of their young defencemen. According to analyst 
Keith Jones on the TNT broadcast, Smith spent a TV timeout laying into 
a couple of those blueliners. 

AS POINTED OUT ON THE AMERICAN FEED, MIKE SMITH WAS 
"GIVING AN EARFUL TO A COUPLE OF HIS YOUNG DEFENCEMAN" 

ABOUT THEIR COVERAGE IN FRONT ON THE BRAYDEN POINT 
GOAL. PIC.TWITTER.COM/BYXPZUJ9K6 

— ZACH LAING (@ZJLAING) FEBRUARY 24, 2022 

All that’s to say nothing of wasting another season of McDavid’s and 
Draisaitl’s primes, too. At this point, that’s inexcusable. 

Holland has less than a month before the March 21 trade deadline to get 
a new goaltender. If he keeps sitting on his hands through the deadline, 
the Oilers will be in deep trouble by the playoffs — if they do, in fact, get 
there. 

Because if something isn’t done soon, it’s no sure thing that even 
happens. 
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Evander Kane’s court filing paints glum financial outlook 

 

By Daniel Kaplan Feb 23, 2022 42  

 

Evander Kane described his professional prospects beyond this season 
as “uncertain” and his pending grievance against the San Jose Sharks as 
“unclear” in a federal district court filing. 

The latest missive in his 13-month battle with Chapter 7 bankruptcy 
creditors is the first since the Sharks cut him for cause last month for 
violating COVID-19 protocols, thereby ending his contract with nearly $23 
million remaining. 

That development, Kane argues, moots Zions Bancorp’s and South River 
Capital’s efforts to convert the bankruptcy to a Chapter 11, which would 
open up the forward’s future earnings to creditors. Kane is arguing that 
the money they seek will likely not exist, notwithstanding his plans to 
recoup the future earnings. 

“The National Hockey League Players’ Association (the NHLPA) intends 
to pursue a grievance on behalf of Kane following the Sharks’ termination 
of Kane’s contract, but the outcome is unclear and Kane currently has no 
contract or the anticipated salary from the remainder of his deal with the 
Sharks,” Kane’s court filing read. “Kane’s professional prospects are 
uncertain.” 

Multiple media outlets reported three weeks ago that the NHLPA had 
filed a grievance on Kane’s behalf. While his motion language is less 
certain, his attorney said it is his understanding the grievance is filed. 

When the Sharks cut Kane, 30, he was more than halfway through a 
seven-year, $49 million contract, forfeiting $22.8 million from the 
remainder of the deal if the grievance fails. 

He filed for Chapter 7 in January 2021, declaring liabilities of $26.8 
million and assets of $10.2 million. Top lenders to the embattled winger 
quickly moved to convert the case to Chapter 11. In Chapter 7, once the 
process ends, any future earnings remain with the debtor. But in Chapter 
11, contractual payments remain with the bankruptcy estate. 

The bankruptcy judge ruled against Zions and other lenders last year, 
appearing to foresee the possibility the Sharks would cut Kane. 

“The NHL Contract permits the Sharks to terminate (Kane)’s services,” 
Judge Stephen Johnson wrote. “If terminated without cause, (Kane) is 
entitled to a reduced salary payment extended over twice the length of 
the original agreement. In other words, Debtor is paid some of what he 
would otherwise be due under the agreement, but it is paid over a longer 
period of time. He is then an ‘Unrestricted Free Agent’ and no longer 
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attached to the Sharks. On the other hand, if (Kane) is terminated for 
cause, he loses his right to compensation.” 

The lenders appealed Johnson’s ruling to a federal district court. That’s 
where Kane filed his motion to dismiss the lender’s appeal based on the 
new development with the Sharks. He asked for a March 30 hearing on 
his motion. 

A lawyer for Zions did not immediately reply for comment. Zions lent 
Kane $4.25 million and has taken a tough line with its borrower, accusing 
him of gambling addiction and other missteps. 

Kane is arguing that it makes no sense to convert his case to Chapter 11 
because no or little money would flow in for the estate to capture and 
distribute to lenders. So it is in his interest to depict his prospects as 
glum. Nowhere in his two related filings this week does he mention his 
new team, the Edmonton Oilers, which paid him a signing bonus of 
$625,000 and a base salary of $750,000. 

“What is clear, is it is not possible for this Court to grant effective relief to 
Zions because Zions cannot depend on Kane’s terminated contract to 
fund a Chapter 11 plan,” Kane’s filing reads. “Indeed, Kane’s professional 
prospects beyond the current season are uncertain. Were this Court to 
reverse the Conversion Order and remand the case to the bankruptcy 
court, there would be no basis to reconsider the Conversion Order 
because the underlying contract is gone.” 

Meanwhile, Kane commenced settlement discussions in a long-running 
lawsuit brought by one of his creditors, Rachel Kuechle, who in 2015 
accused the then-Buffalo Sabre of assault. She sued him the next year. 
The settlement talks, noted on a New York State court’s docket, come 
after the U.S. trustee overseeing Kane’s bankruptcy declined to fund the 
player’s defamation counterclaim against Kuechle. 

Kuechle filed a $3 million claim in the bankruptcy. Her state lawsuit is 
seeking claims for battery, intentional infliction of emotional distress, 
negligent infliction of emotional distress and negligent injury. All those 
claims are stayed except for the last one, which is proceeding and now 
headed to settlement talks. 

According to the docket, the mediation will be overseen by state 
Supreme Court Justice Donna M. Siwek. 
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Lowetide: 3 trade targets that could help Oilers this season and beyond 

 

By Allan Mitchell Feb 23, 2022 48  

 

More than any other year in recent memory, the Edmonton Oilers have 
been unable to play consistently. After a 15-5-0 start through the end of 
November, the team slumped badly through the next two months (7-11-
3), before finally settling in for another run in February (6-3-0) and a 
record of 28-19-3 through 50 games. 

As the trade deadline nears, fans are talking about what is needed, while 
balancing the cap and potential targets for acquisition. 

What we know is the Oilers are in LTIR jail, meaning dollars in must 
equal dollars out. General manager Ken Holland has been clear about 
what price he will and will not pay in trade, the biggest news being the 
first-round pick isn’t in play for a mere rental. 

Goaltender? Yes. Defence? It’s a big need. Scoring winger? A luxury, but 
if the price is right it could happen. There are several targets for Holland 
and the Oilers that could help short and long term. Are any of them worth 
what will be a dear price? 

What’s wrong? 

Before getting to the deals, it’s important to identify what is needed. What 
about this year’s team is failing and needs to be addressed? Here are the 
shots-against totals per 60 minutes in each discipline over the last 
several seasons. 

GA/PER 60 EVEN STRENGTH PENALTY KILL
 OVERALL 

2015-16 

2.73 

6.58 

2.91 

2016-17 

2.27 

6.76 

2.49 

2017-18 

2.84 

8.39 

3.16 

2018-19 

2.87 

9.21 

3.27 

2019-20 

2.88 

5.15 

3 

2020-21 

2.61 

6.16 

2.74 

2021-22 

2.86 

8.35 

3.18 

The Oilers have made the postseason three times since 2015-16, and 
the goals-against per 60 in those years (2016-17, 2019-20 and 2020-21) 
ranged from 2.49 to 3.00. The current total for 2021-22 (3.18) highlights 
the problem Holland faces at the deadline. 

Goals against tends to focus on goaltending, but shot volume can be an 
issue and that involves all skaters. Here is the Oilers’ record in this area 
since 2015-16. 

SA/PER 60 EVEN STRENGTH PENALTY KILL
 OVERALL 

2015-16 

30.33 

54.81 
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30.7 

2016-17 

28.88 

58.18 

29.08 

2017-18 

31.82 

49.45 

31.78 

2018-19 

31.15 

53.19 

31.39 

2019-20 

31.28 

54.84 

31.73 

2020-21 

30.27 

55.67 

30.58 

2021-22 

30.92 

56.32 

31.28 

The current shots-against per 60 overall (27.7) and goals-against per 60 
overall (2.50) under the new coaching staff shine like a diamond, but a 
six-game sample isn’t at all reliable. 

The GA/60 overall number for the season ranks No. 23 (of 32 teams) and 
the SA/60 overall number ranks No. 18 among NHL teams. 

Without the puck, Edmonton is not a playoff team. 

The goalie trade 

Oilers goaltenders are seeing 31.28 shots per 60 and are stopping them 
89.8 percent of the time, according to Natural Stat Trick. Edmonton’s 
best goalie (using overall save percentage) is Stuart Skinner (.913) and 
he’s in the minors. More often than not, Mikko Koskinen (.899) and Mike 
Smith (.895) aren’t shining in net. 

Skinner’s quality start percentage (50) is also well clear of Koskinen 
(42.3) and Smith (33.3). Put another way, 21 of Edmonton’s first 50 
games have featured a quality start. 

The problem for Holland is finding a legit upgrade, a consistent one, for 
the stretch drive, playoffs and beyond. 

Among the goaltenders who qualify, most are playing with teams who are 
playoff-bound, have a high cap hit, a no-movement clause, or all three. 

James Reimer has a five-team no-trade list and is signed through the 
end of the 2022-23 season with a $2.25 million cap hit. The San Jose 
Sharks are fading in the West and Reimer could be available if things 
continue to trend poorly. The Athletic’s Shayna Goldman and Dom 

Luszczyszyn’s brilliant values cards have Reimer being worth $4.6 
million, or about double what he’s being paid. That’s high value. 

The Sharks have no need to make the trade, in fact, a deal like this 
would send the team into the goalie market in the offseason. It means a 
strong payment would be required. 

Trade: Oilers deal goaltender Mikko Koskinen ($4.5 million, UFA at the 
end of the season), prospect goaltender Ilya Konovalov and a 2023 
second-round selection to the Sharks for goalie James Reimer ($2.25 
million, one more season) and a 2022 third-round pick. 

The trade gets Edmonton a solid upgrade in goal for this and next year, 
while the Sharks grab a pick and a prospect goalie some believe has an 
NHL future. Edmonton can retain on the deal if required. 

The defenceman trade 

A couple of weeks ago, I looked at possible trade options on defence. At 
that time, I focused on lefty blue, but things have changed. The left side 
has been shored up by strong performances from youngsters William 
Lagesson and Markus Niemelainen, while the right side sprung a leak 
and looks chaotic when Cody Ceci is off the ice. 

Edmonton has several young lefty defencemen who can be offered in a 
deal, and might look at replacing the Adam Larsson minutes on the right 
side. Unfortunately, there are no filthy (that’s a compliment) shutdown 
defenders available at the deadline considering the Oilers’ cap 
limitations. 

The physical side of Larsson’s game has been compensated for to some 
degree with the emergence of Niemelainen, but he plays left side. 

Edmonton might look to a coverage player like Mark Pysyk of the Buffalo 
Sabres. His numbers this season reflect playing for a team that struggles 
in most games, but a year ago with the Dallas Stars, he was rock solid. 
Puck IQ has him playing more against elite competition this season and 
posting solid numbers relative to his teammates. 

Trade: Oilers trade defenceman Dmitri Samorukov to the Buffalo Sabres 
for Mark Pysyk ($900,000, UFA this summer) and a 2022 fourth-round 
selection. 

Samorukov is a good young prospect and looked destined for the Oilers 
third pairing heading into camp, but injuries and a short and difficult NHL 
audition has him fading. It doesn’t help him that both Niemelainen and 
Lagesson have played more and better than expected. 

Pysyk is a rental, so I added a late pick to even things up. Your mileage 
may vary. 

The scoring winger 

In my look at the deadline a couple of weeks ago, Daniel Sprong stood 
out because he owned a terrific goals per 60 total at five-on-five and he 
was rumoured to be available. If that’s still the case, Holland would do 
well to call the Washington Capitals soon. 

That opportunity aside, Seattle Kraken forward Ryan Donato can play 
either wing, has good speed and has a history of scoring more than a 
goal per 60 at five-on-five in the NHL.  This season, he has a 1.12 goals 
per 60 scoring rate at five-on-five and is getting 9.39 shots per 60 on the 
net. That’s quality. 

The problem is the return. If the Oilers send Kailer Yamamoto to the 
Kraken for Donato, does that make them better? The Oilers believe in 
Yamamoto; I suspect that’s a deal that wouldn’t happen. 

A five-on-five volume shooter and scorer better than Sprong, if he’s 
available, doesn’t exist in this year’s deadline trade pool. I don’t think the 
Oilers get him; if the deal isn’t there, perhaps an internal option (like 
Dylan Holloway) presents itself. 

Getting better at the deadline 
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The Reimer acquisition would give the Oilers a veteran with some real 
playoff experience to run with Smith down the stretch and into the 
playoffs. Skinner, as the third option, would give the team some depth. 

Losing Samorukov, Konovalov and a pick hurts but Reimer is an upgrade 
and Pysyk addresses the need on defence without giving up a Grade A 
prospect. 

Holland owes this team a real chance in the playoffs. Reimer isn’t a top-
10 goalie in the NHL but he’s closer than anyone currently playing goal 
for the Oilers. 
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Detroit Red Wings outmatched by Colorado Avalanche, 5-2, despite 2 
assists from Seider 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings made it close for a while, but the Colorado 
Avalanche proved much the better team.  

Wednesday's contest at Little Caesars Arena pitted the Stanley Cup-
eyeing Avs against the wild-card-hopeful Wings, and just like their first 
meeting, Colorado scored first, and scored more. Credit the Wings for 
getting within a goal at 2-1, but the Avs pulled away with a 5-2 victory.  

The Wings (23-23-6)  had their chances — a puck hit a goalpost on a 
power play; Pius Suter missed an open net in the third — but the Avs 
closed on theirs. Gabriel Landeskog scored 1:12 into the game, and 
Tyson Jost scored at 11:47 of the first when he got to a loose puck in the 
crease before Gustav Lindstrom. Filip Zadina used his seventh goal to 
make it 2-1, but Nazem Kadri scored late in the second and Valeri 
Nichushkin scored early in the third. 

Robby Fabbri added his 14th goal when he converted on his team's third 
man advantage, with Moritz Seider earning his second assist of the 
game. Landeskog bookended the action by scoring into an empty net in 
the final minute. 

SIZE ON DEFENSE: This is Gustav Lindstrom's sizable advantage in 
making Red Wings' lineup 

VELENO'S YO-YO: What's behind Joe Veleno bouncing between Red 
Wings and minors 

VLADDY'S CASE: Konstantinov's caregivers fear he could be forced into 
a nursing home 

The Avalanche beat the Wings 7-3 in December. This time, they were 
without their top scorer, Nathan MacKinnon, who was unavailable 
because of a lower body injury. The Wings regained Carter Rowney and 
Vladislav Namestnikov from lower-body injuries, andm with Joe Veleno 
recalled from the minors, Givani Smith was scratched.  

It was the Wings' first game in a week, but while they had a break, the 
Boston Bruins won twice to open up a 10-point lead for the second wild-
card spot in the Eastern Conference.  

Larkin’s assist 

Dylan Larkin picked up his 200th career assist when he set up Zadina’s 
goal, and then added another assist on Fabbri's goal to fatten what has 
grown to an eight-game point streak. Starting with two goals and an 
assist Jan. 29 against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Larkin has produced six 
goals and 10 assists, and has delivered multi-point games six times. 
Larkin’s 27th assist came when he got the puck in his own zone and fed 

Seider, who raced up ice and fired a shot at Pavel Francouz that Zadina 
knocked in off the rebound.  

Makar's assist 

Coach Jeff Blashill noted the day before the game that the Avs can come 
at an opponent “like shot out of a cannon.” Being prepared didn’t make it 
any easier; the Wings spent the opening minute chasing around their 
own zone and it only took the Avs 1:12 to put the puck behind Thomas 
Greiss. Cale Makar, the defensemen drafted at No. 4 overall in 2017, 
weaved the puck towards Detroit’s net and fired a backhand shot that hit 
Greiss’ pad; Landeskog then popped the rebound in for his 24th goal. 

Helm’s assist 

When Darren Helm earned an assist on Landeskog’s goal, it was Helm’s 
first point in 15 games. In fact, it was his first point since Dec. 10, when 
he scored a goal against his former teammates when the Wings were in 
Colorado. Helm was a part of the 2008 championship squad during his 
tenure with the Wings, which spanned 2007-21 and lasted 744 games. 
He has provided a good veteran presence as the fourth-line center for 
the Avs, who are one of the best teams in the NHL. 
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What's behind Joe Veleno being yo-yoed between Detroit Red Wings 
and minors 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings generally avoid treating a young player like a yo-
yo, bouncing between the NHL and the AHL, but Joe Veleno has become 
an exception. 

He was back with the Wings at Wednesday's morning skate after 
spending his second stint of the month with the Grand Rapids Griffins, 
with whom he has thrived. Veleno, 22, started the season with the 
Griffins, then spent 31 games with the Wings before being sent back 
down during the NHL's All-Star break. Veleno was recalled in early 
February, then reassigned when the Wings' schedule slowed. 

"Joe is in a spot in his maturity where he can handle going up and down 
a little bit," coach Jeff Blashill said. "When a young player comes over 
and they’re just starting to find their footing in the AHL, it’s hard to call 
them up and down. Joe has been around enough — this is his third year 
of pro hockey. He can handle going up and down. We don’t want it to be 
a roller coaster, but that’s part of the mental toughness it takes to be 
successful in this league." 

Entering Wednesday, Veleno had four goals, three assists and a minus-7 
rating in 35 games with the Wings. He scored three goals in his first 13 
games — including one in the Wings' visit to Colorado on Dec. 10 — 
during a stretch when Veleno was either on the second or third line. From 
early January on, Veleno mostly centered the fourth line.  

MORE: This is Gustav Lindstrom's sizable advantage in making Red 
Wings' lineup 

In his February stints with the Griffins, Veleno was used as a go-to guy 
and delivered four points over his first two games and three points in the 
other two games. Overall, Veleno has 10 points in 11 games with the 
Griffins. 

"Wherever he’s at, we want him to play meaningful minutes," Blashill 
said. "We’d like him to be in position to try to thrive and not just survive. 
It’s not always a perfect world. There’s times where he may be needed, 
and he might not be ready to thrive, but I don’t necessarily think those 
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aren’t meaningful minutes. There’s opportunity to learn lessons in both 
situations. 

"He still has to learn how to do it right — how hard you have to compete 
to win puck battles, how you have to manage the puck, how you have to 
get pucks out and pucks in. Those are lessons that, regardless of if he’s 
playing lots or little, are critically important for him to learn. He can learn 
them here. On the reverse side, when he’s down, I think he has 
opportunities to do a little bit more with the puck. He has opportunity on 
the power play, he doesn’t play on our power play, he’s killing penalties." 

Blashill said it's a matter of "balancing what’s best for Joe Veleno and 
what’s best for the Detroit Red Wings. Sometimes those worlds collide, 
but we try to do the best we can to make sure the development of the 
player is paramount." 

Veleno was drafted by former Wings general manager Ken Holland at 
No. 30 overall in 2018, using a first-round pick gained from that year's 
trade-deadline deal involving Tomas Tatar. Veleno was billed as a 
playmaker and top-notch skater. Veleno played in the Swedish Hockey 
League in 2020-21, and looked strong in the five games he appeared in 
with the Wings at the end of last season. 

Given that he can be sent to the minors without waivers, the Wings like to 
exercise that flexibility in monitoring Veleno's development. 

"I think at the very least, we need Joe to become a really accountable 
player that can give you winning minutes," Blashill said. "And then how 
much point production he can do while he does that is yet to be seen. I 
think he can be a guy on the power play. Can he make your power play 
better? That’s yet to be seen. I think he can be a penalty killer. Can he 
make your penalty kill better? That’s yet to be seen. 

"Ultimately we need each one of our players to develop a two-way game 
so that we can win at the highest level here." 
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Vladimir Konstantinov's caregivers fear he could be forced into a nursing 
home 

 

JC REINDL   

 

Caregivers of former Red Wings defenseman Vladimir Konstantinov, who 
suffered severe brain injuries in a 1997 limousine crash and requires 
round-the-clock supervision, fear he could be forced to leave his metro 
Detroit home and enter a nursing home unless state lawmakers make 
changes to Michigan's recently overhauled auto insurance system. 

Konstantinov, 54, appeared in a wheelchair Tuesday afternoon and 
spoke very little during a news conference for his benefit held in the 
Birmingham office of Arcadia Home Care & Staffing, which provides the 
retired NHL star with 24/7, in-home care and physical therapy at his 
condo in West Bloomfield. 

No-fault auto insurance has paid for all of Konstantinov's medical bills 
and long-term care since the devastating crash, which happened just 
days after the Red Wings won the 1997 Stanley Cup after a 42-year 
championship drought.  

But Arcadia says it may soon have to cut off Konstantinov — and 29 
similarly situated auto accident patients — unless lawmakers act to ease 
the new price controls on no-fault medical services that took effect last 
July as part of the 2019 auto insurance overhaul. 

Since the cost controls started, the staffing company has shouldered a 
growing $1.5 million billing deficit by continuing to serve all 30 patients 

like Konstantinov who pay through no-fault insurance, according to 
Theresa Ruedisueli, a regional director for Arcadia. 

Arcadia has yet to give Konstantinov or the others a discharge date, but it 
could happen soon unless the Legislature acts, she said. 

"We cannot afford to carry the financial burden of continuing their care if 
this reimbursement is not fixed," Ruedisueli said. "There is only so much 
(longer) that support can last. We are publicly traded, and we have 
people to answer for, too.” 

The 30 Arcadia patients are most impacted by the new law's 45% price 
cuts on various post-acute care services, such as in-home attendant 
care. The baseline for the cuts was medical providers' 2019 rates. 

Arcadia generally charges no-fault insurance $30 to $35 an hour for its 
in-home care aides, and the aides are paid $16 to $18, Ruedisueli said. 
The company has been losing money under the 45% cuts because it 
continues to pay its aides their regular rates, despite the reduced no-fault 
reimbursement. 

"Arcadia has stood by and is paying more than they’re getting reimbursed 
for," said Jim Bellanca, Konstantinov's attorney and longtime friend. "The 
change hasn’t affected him yet, but we’re on the brink of losing all of that 
benefit. 

“And the change that will be coming to bear will be Vladdy will probably 
be warehoused in a nursing home, with unspecialized care, with people 
who aren’t familiar with his injuries … and he will not be able to secure 
the specialized care that he needs." 

Konstantinov's caregivers said they hope lawmakers consider a bill 
introduced last month by state Rep. Phil Green, R-Millington, that would 
loosen the price controls by setting reimbursements for post-acute rehab 
and in-home care at 200% of Medicaid payment rates and 150% of U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs medical service rates. 

Supporters of the legislation say 200% of Medicaid rates would represent 
a level that could sustain providers while preventing profiteering. 
Medicaid rates often reimburse providers at below the cost of service. 

The bill is pending before the House Insurance Committee. 

According to Arcadia, its current no-fault reimbursement for auto 
accidents patients is below Medicaid rates. 

“It is an easy fix," said Barry Cargill, CEO of the Michigan Home Care & 
Hospice Association. "If there was a vote in the Legislature today, we 
would see overwhelming passage of that legislation. It’s being held up."  

Konstantinov suffered severe head injuries in the June 13, 1997 
limousine crash. The accident happened when the driver, who had a 
suspended license, fell asleep at the wheel. The vehicle drifted across 
three lanes of Woodward Avenue in Birmingham and slammed head-on 
into a tree. 

Konstantinov was one of two players in the limo. The team's masseur, 
Sergei Mnatsakanov, also was a passenger and was paralyzed from the 
waist down. 

The other player, Slava Fetisov, suffered minor injuries and returned to 
playing four months later. 

Immediate impact 

The new no-fault price controls had an immediate impact on home health 
agencies and other businesses that treat patients with long-term car 
crash injuries. Some of them had high cost and labor-intensive 
operations that were calibrated for no-fault's previously high 
reimbursements. 

Several care providers and residential facilities have since closed. Others 
dropped longtime patients because the new reimbursements were too 
low, resulting in those patients entering nursing homes. 
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The problem is unique to Michigan because, for years, no other state has 
had a no-fault insurance system with unlimited medical benefits and no 
price controls. In other states, people catastrophically injured in car 
accidents often end up in Medicaid-funded nursing homes. 

Konstantinov's care has long been provided for by the Michigan 
Catastrophic Claims Association, which reimburses auto insurers once 
the size of an auto accident victim's claim exceeds a set threshold, 
currently $600,000. 

The per-vehicle, per-year fee that drivers pay to the Michigan 
Catastrophic Claims Association is currently $86, down from $220 in 
2020, or $0 for drivers who chose a no-fault medical coverage level 
besides unlimited. 

As of June 30, there were 17,542 open catastrophic claims, and 
according to insurance industry data, 6,612 of those claims were people 
such as Konstantinov receiving long-term care of some form. 

Drivers throughout Michigan will start receiving $400 per-vehicle 
insurance refund checks next month. The refunds, which auto insurers 
must issue no later than May 9, represent $3 billion of the claims 
association's $5 billion surplus, which is largely the result of investment 
gains plus savings from the price controls. The fund reported a total $27 
billion in assets last year. 
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This is Gustav Lindstrom's sizable advantage in making Detroit Red 
Wings' lineup 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Gustav Lindstrom is feeling good after scoring his first goal in the NHL, 
but there's reason beyond that to be happy. 

At 23, the former second-round pick has solidified himself on the Detroit 
Red Wings' depth chart over more experienced defensemen. He comes 
into Wednesday's game against the Colorado Avalanche fresh off 
celebrating a goal, after having missed one game for undisclosed 
reasons. 

Lindstrom provides a solid, third-pairing option, and his improved defense 
and sound decision-making have propelled his advancement. 

[ Red Wings: Colorado Avalanche came 'like they were shot out of a 
cannon' ] 

"He’s done a pretty good job going back to a year ago," coach Jeff 
Blashill said Tuesday. "He’s not a high-risk player. He’s a guy who can 
make a good first pass and get you out of your zone. I thought he needed 
to improve his strength and his feet, and he’s done that. 

"He doesn’t get extremely hard matchups yet, so we’re not to that level 
yet. But if he continues to improve in those areas, he can be that (guy). 
He’s a big guy who has good hockey smarts, who is hard, who has good 
reach, who has a good first pass." 

NEXT UP: How Carter Rowney's return to Red Wings affects Joe Veleno  

Lindstrom (6 feet 2, 183 pounds) has been in the Wings' system since he 
was drafted at No. 38 in 2017. He made his debut Feb. 6, 2020, at 
Buffalo, and has played 29 games over the past two seasons.  After last 
season's year-end meeting, Lindstrom spent the summer focusing on 
what he needed to do to become a regular. 

"I had to work on my skating to be more like mobile in the neutral zone 
and have better gaps," Lindstrom said. "That was the biggest part. 

"I just try to play a simple game, move the puck quick up to the forwards 
and make it easy for them. I try to move the puck quickly and play good 
defensively, and then I try to get better in the O-zone, to create more 
chances from there." 

Lindstrom created a chance to remember Feb. 14 at Minnesota, when he 
fired a shot from up high that sank into the Wild's net. He has 10 points 
and is plus-2 in 40 games. 

"It was a good feeling to see it go in," he said. "I couldn't really believe it. 
I was so happy after." 

A LOOK AHEAD: Steve Yzerman has options a month from NHL trade 
deadline 

Based on Tuesday's practice, Lindstrom will re-enter the lineup paired 
with Nick Staal, shoring up the right-side defense behind Moritz Seider 
and Filip Hronek. That squeezes out 5-10 Troy Stecher, who also shoots 
right and who recorded his first goal of the season Thursday at the New 
York Rangers.  

"With Lindy, his size helps him," Blashill said. "He brings something with 
size that he has over certain guys in our lineup, and that helps. Ultimately 
if you built a perfect D corps, you’d be tall and long. He’s got that. He’s 
got physicality to him where he can be hard. He’s a good defender, but 
he’s a really good passer. The area he has to keep improving is his 
footwork — if he does that, I think he solidifies himself even more. 

"The best way to play D-zone coverage is to hit, create a stall, and then 
get the puck out of your zone. He can do that because of his size a little 
bit easier at times than some other guys." 

General manager Steve Yzerman signed Lindstrom to a two-year, $1.7 
million contract last July. Lindstrom has done a good job showing that he 
can be a fit in the rebuild, providing a smart and physical presence 
behind Seider and Hronek. All three are in their early-to-mid 20s and 
project to solidify the right side for years to come. 
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NHL-leading Avalanche bury Red Wings at LCA, 5-2 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Colorado Avalanche are the best team in the NHL in terms 
of points and win percentage. 

They looked the part Wednesday at Little Caesars Arena in a 5-2 victory 
over the Red Wings. 

The Avalanche scored on the game's first shift, and took advantage of 
the slow-starting Wings, as they raised their record to an NHL-best 37-
10-4. 

Filip Zadina and Robby Fabbri (power play) had goals for the Red Wings 
(23-23-6), who played their first game in six days and showed it early on. 

"The first period wasn't our best," forward Dylan Larkin said. "They're a 
heck of a hockey team. We had five days off and there was some rust. 
We have to find a way to come out more competitive than that. 

"We practiced hard the past couple of days, and they've played games 
and games are important. It wasn't the most favorable schedule but we 
have to find a way to come out and at least suck up the first 20 minutes 
and make it harder than we did." 

Maybe the Wings had an inkling this would be a difficult matchup not just 
because of the Avalanche's roster. 
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BOX SCORE: Avalanche 5, Red Wings 2 

Colorado was coming off, arguably, one of their worst games of the 
season in Monday's 5-1 loss in Boston, so the Wings were facing a 
talented Avalanche team that was also pretty disappointed with itself. 

"They're good, and they were good early," coach Jeff Blashill said. "They 
are good in the offensive zone, good on the rush, and even without 
(Nathan) MacKinnon (who didn't play because of a minor injury) their 
record is spectacular actually. But we couldn't feel our way into this 
game, we knew they were going to come hard especially coming off a 
loss. 

"We looked a little bit like we've been off for a while. We have to fight our 
way through that in the schedule." 

Gabriel Landeskog (two goal, including an empty net), Tyson Jost, 
Nazem Kadri and Valeri Nichushkin had the Avalanche goals, giving 
Colorado its 20th victory in the last 24 games (20-2-2). 

Nichushkin gave Colorado a 4-1 lead early in the third period, his 14th 
goal. But Fabbri answered midway in the period with his 14th goal, 
putting back in his own rebound on the power play, cutting the Avs' lead 
to 4-2. 

The Wings couldn't get closer, though, and Landeskog scored his 25th 
goal into an empty net. 

"We need to get back into a groove and build confidence game in and 
game out," Larkin said. 

More: Wings rethink best options for Veleno to 'thrive, not just survive' 

The game didn't start at all like the Wings probably envisioned. 
Landeskog put Colorado ahead 1-0 just 1:12 into the game with his 24th 
goal. 

The Avalanche hemmed the Wings in the zone, hung onto the puck, and 
defenseman Cale Makar made a dazzling move to the net on the ensuing 
scramble, Landeskog buried a rebound past goaltender Thomas Greiss. 

Darren Helm, who returned to Little Caesars Arena as a member of the 
Avalanche, was in the starting lineup and drew an assist. 

The Avalanche pushed the lead to 2-0 on Jost's sixth goal, jamming a 
loose puck in front of Greiss at 11:47. 

"Our start wasn't great," Blashill said. "We didn't get going until probably 
two-thirds of the way through the period. We felt we were going to get 
chances, so certainly it didn't seem it (the lead) was insurmountable." 

The Wings sliced the lead in half on Zadina's seventh goal. 

Moritz Seider drove down the ice on a 2-on-1 rush, kept the puck and 
snapped a shot off goaltender Pavel Francouz that went to Zadina 
trailing. Zadina quickly deposited the rebound at 11:35 of the second 
period. 

Larkin, who was a game-time decision after dealing with an injury 
suffered during Tuesday's practice, earned his 200th career assist on 
Zadina's goal, then added another on Fabbri's goal. 

But the Avalanche restored the two-goal lead on Kadri's 22nd goal. Kadri, 
battling in front of the net, backhanded a loose puck past Greiss at 18:19, 
giving the Avalanche a 3-1 lead heading into the final 20 minutes. 

"They scored goals at times that were poor timing (for the Wings)," Larkin 
said.  

Greiss made 26 saves, getting a second consecutive start for the first 
time since Dec. 28-31. 
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Wings rethink best options for Veleno to 'thrive, not just survive' 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Joe Veleno has appeared to be on the cusp of earning a 
regular spot on the Red Wings this season — but not quite totally. 

With the Wings nearly at full health currently — although with Dylan 
Larkin a game-time decision Wednesday, Veleno was recalled from 
Grand Rapids as insurance — the question of whether to keep Veleno in 
the NHL or let him develop in the AHL with the Griffins again is at the 
forefront. 

It's an interesting question regarding Veleno, 22, a Wings' 2018 first-
round draft pick. 

 We're offering a great rate on digital subscriptions. Click here. 

Is it better for him to play probably lesser minutes but learn at the NHL 
level? Or play major minutes in all situations in Grand Rapids? 

"Wherever he's at, we want him to play meaningful minutes and be in 
position to thrive, not just survive," coach Jeff Blashill said. 

"There are ways to earn meaningful minutes in both situations. In this 
situation, if he's not up the lineup, he still has to learn how to do it right 
and by that, I mean how hard you have to compete to win puck battles 
and how you have to manage the puck and get pucks in and out, and 
those are lessons regardless if he's playing a lot or a little. Those are 
things he critically has to learn. 

"On the reverse side, when he's down (in Grand Rapids), he has 
opportunities to do more with the puck and have opportunities, certainly 
on the power play.  

"We're balancing what is best for Joe Veleno and the Detroit Red Wings. 
Sometimes those worlds collide but we try to do the best we can to make 
sure the development of the player is paramount." 

More: Gustav Lindstrom continuing to earn trust of Red Wings' coaching 
staff 

In 35 games with the Wings this season, Veleno has four goals and three 
assists (seven points) with a minus-seven rating. Veleno has six goals 
and four assists (10 points) in 11 games in Grand Rapids, with a minus-
2. 

Veleno is averaging just over 12 minutes per game with the Wings. Ice 
time isn't tabulated in the AHL, but it's a safe bet Veleno is playing five to 
eight minutes more with the Griffins. 

With the return of forward Carter Rowney to center the fourth line, and 
Vladislav Namestikov returning to play wing on the third line, there may 
not be a chance to even get Veleno consistently into the lineup. 

That will likely sway the decision to keep Veleno in Grand Rapids, where 
he had a goal and two assists in two games with the Griffins last 
weekend, while the Wings were idle. 

Blashill also feels that Veleno is established and mature enough that he 
can handle the shuttle between the AHL and NHL. 

"Joe is in a spot in his maturity where he can handle going up and down 
a little bit," Blashill said. "When a player comes over (to the AHL) he is 
learning his footing and it's hard to call him up. Joe has been around 
enough, this is his third year of pro hockey, he can probably handle it a 
little bit, the up and down, and we don't want it to be a rollercoaster, but 
it's part of the mental toughness to be successful in this league." 

Helmer's return 

Forward Darren Helm signed as a free agent with Colorado last summer 
after 13 seasons with the Wings. 
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Helm has four goals and two assists (six points) in 38 games with the 
Avalanche, including scoring a goal when the Avalanche defeated the 
Wings in Denver earlier this season. 

Wednesday was the first time Helm has played in Detroit as a visitor. 

"Quiet leader but demanded a lot,” Blashill said. “His work ethic is 
excellent, both on and off the ice. In the weight room, practice, he’s one 
of those guys whose attention to detail is great. He’s one of those guys 
who studies, any information we put there he would study it, so his 
preparation was great. Not necessarily in a real boisterous way, but 
certainly demanded that of other people. 

“He's a great person to have in the locker room. His effort on a day-to-
day basis is excellent, his compete on a day-to-day basis is excellent. I’m 
sure he’s adding good value to their locker room. He certainly did that 
here and in the last few years under trying times. When he came to 
Detroit, Detroit was somewhat, or at its peak, and he was a big factor on 
a lot of good teams." 

Blashill feels Helm can provide a needed part to an already stacked 
Avalanche lineup. 

"You need players who can provide momentum and energy shifts and he 
certainly does that," Blashill said. "They're a group that has some real 
big, high-end ability up front. But any team that wants to win deep in the 
playoffs needs depth through their lineup and he can certainly add that." 
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NHL Picks: How to bet Detroit Red Wings vs. Colorado Avalanche 

 

By Pickswise 

 

Pickswise provides exclusive sports betting content to MLive.com, 
including picks, analysis, tools, games and sportsbook offers to help 
bettors get in on the action. Please wager responsibly. 

In the six days since the Red Wings were last in action, the Bruins have 
opened a 10-point gap over Detroit in the Eastern Conference wild card 
standings. Tonight’s opponent Colorado was Boston’s most recent victim 
in an ugly 5-1 loss on Monday. Despite that defeat their last time out, the 
Avalanche still have the most points in the NHL and are heavy -300 
favorites against the Wings tonight, as Detroit kicks off a three-game 
home-stand. 

There is good reason to be confident in the Avs, as they haven’t dropped 
two games in a row since the first month of the season (when they 
somehow lost 6 of their opening 10 games). In the 40 games that have 
followed, Colorado has gone 32-5-3 and climbed to the top of the 
standings. 

See all MLive’s sports betting offers here 

[Find a “$1000 risk-free bet″ deal from FanDuel Sportsbook here] 

The Red Wings and Avalanche have met once before this season – a 7-3 
thrashing on December 10, when Colorado jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
midway through the opening period. That game was also the Avs’ third in 
a row scoring 7 goals, an accomplishment that hadn’t been seen in the 
NHL in 26 years. “Last time we played them, it felt like they were shot out 
of a cannon every time they were coming up the ice,” Detroit head coach 
Jeff Blashill said on Tuesday. 

The Red Wings will be well-rested entering tonight’s game, having been 
out of action since their thrilling 3-2 shootout victory over the Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden last Thursday. With Detroit’s fresh legs, along 
with Colorado’s scoring capabilities, a bet on over 6 goals is very 

enticing. Prior to the win in New York, four Detroit games in a row saw at 
least 6 total goals scored. 

The two-way money line price of -300 feels like too much juice (you 
would need to risk $3 for every $1 you want to win) for a Colorado team 
that looked like a shell of itself two nights ago in Boston, but the three-
way money line (-176) for the Avs to win in regulation is much more 
palatable. 

[Find a “Win $200 if a goal is scored in any NHL game″ deal from 
BetMGM here] 

If Detroit is going to make a real push for the playoffs, it will likely have to 
begin during this three-game home-stand, but there are few tests more 
difficult than tonight’s against Colorado. 
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Colorado Avalanche vs. Detroit Red Wings - NHL (2/23/22) | Faceoff, 
How to Watch, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings are feeling good coming out of the All-Star Break, 
and are well-rested heading into a measuring-stick matchup against one 
of the best teams in the league on Wednesday, as they get set to host 
the Colorado Avalanche. 

This game was originally scheduled to be played towards the end of 
December, but was moved due to the league-wide COVID outbreak. 

Coming out of the Break, the Red Wings have shown signs of 
improvement. After heading into the break with a 2-4-1, Detorit has 
comeback in action winning three of their first four games. Despite 
slipping up against the Minnesota Wild, the Wings have a pair of wins 
against the Philadelphia Flyers, and earned a key win, in the shootout, 
against the revamped New York Rangers last Thursday. With their recent 
run, the Red Wings are now six points back of the Boston Bruins for the 
second Wild Card spot in the Eastern Conference. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

 

How to bet on the game: We like the over 

Up next for the Wings is a meeting with the Colorado Avalanche. After a 
rather bumpy start to the season, the Avs are an increasingly becoming a 
Stanley Cup favorite (even though some already had them prior to the 
start of the season). Led by superstar Nathan MacKinnon, and the 
massive resurgence of Nazem Kadri, Colorado holds the best record in 
the NHL, with their 76 points 11 clear of the second-place team in the 
Central Division, the afformentioned Minnesota Wild. 

[Find a “$1000 risk-free bet″ deal from FanDuel Sportsbook here] 

The first time these two teams was in the midst of a three-game losing 
streak for the Wings. The Avs hammered Detroit in a 7-3 blowout. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Colorado Avalanche (36-10-4) vs. Detroit Red Wings (23-22-6) 

When: Thursday, February 23 

Time: 7:30 p.m. ET 

Where: Little Caesars Arena (Detroit, Mich.) 
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Channel: Bally Sports Detroit 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 

 

Michigan Live LOADED: 02.24.2022 

1198981 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Gustav Lindstrom’s steady play, size an edge in Red Wings’ blue line 
competition 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – Gustav Lindstrom is far from flashy and won’t provide many 
points, but he is steady and reliable. That is how the young defenseman 
separated himself from a pair of veterans in the competition for a lineup 
spot at the start of the season. 

The Detroit Red Wings, for the first time since late October, have eight 
healthy defensemen heading into Wednesday’s game against the 
league-leading, high-powered Colorado Avalanche at Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

That means two NHL defensemen will be sitting. Lindstrom, 23, won’t be 
one of them. 

“The guys that sit out are good NHL players that I think put pressure on 
the guys that are playing,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “With Lindy, his size 
(6-2, 183) helps him. In our lineup, it adds an element. Ultimately, if you 
were dealt a perfect D corps, you’d be tall and long. He’s got that. He’s 
got physicality, where he can be hard. He’s a good defender, but he’s a 
good passer of the puck. 

“I think the area that he’s got to keep improving is his footwork to become 
a really good defender. If he does that, I think he solidifies himself even 
more.” 

The Red Wings selected Lindstrom 38th overall in 2017 and thought 
highly enough of him last summer to protect him in the expansion draft 
over 2016 first-round pick Dennis Cholowski, who the Seattle Kraken 
selected. 

“Just try to play a simple game, move the puck quick to the forwards and 
make it easy for them,” Lindstrom said. “I’ve been that same player my 
whole career. I try to move the puck quickly and play good defensively. 

“If you get a good chance to hit someone, you obviously take it. But I’m 
not out there to look for the big hits, I’m just trying to stop the plays.” 

Lindstrom, in his first full NHL season, described his first 20 games as 
“up and down,” and the past 15-20 as better. 

“Just getting to know the system better, being in the right spots more, like 
in D-zone, the gaps, end plays more quickly in the neutral zone,” he said. 
“I think I have to work on my skating, be more mobile in the neutral zone 
and have better gaps.” 

Lindstrom scored his first goal in 69 NHL games in his previous game, a 
7-4 loss at Minnesota on Feb. 14. It was his first goal in 127 games in 
North America between Detroit and Grand Rapids. 

“I’ve had chances here and there this year. It was a good feeling to see 
the first one go in,” Lindstrom said. “I couldn’t really believe it went in. I 
was so happy.” 

Blashill likes that Lindstrom is not a high-risk player. 

“He’s a guy who can make a good first pass and get you out of your 
zone,” Blashill said. “I thought he needed to improve his strength and his 
feet, and he’s done that. 

“He doesn’t get the extremely hard matchups yet, so we’re not to that 
level yet. But I think if he can continue to improve in those areas, he can 
be that. He’s a big guy who’s got good hockey sense, who’s hard, who’s 
got good reach and a good first pass. I think it’s earned trust little by 
little.” 

Larkin being evaluated 

Dylan Larkin left practice early Tuesday after getting injured. 

“He left the ice and so he’s being evaluated,” Blashill said. “I’ll know more 
tomorrow. I don’t have more than that except he wasn’t able to finish the 
last part of the (power play).” 
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Red Wings weigh options with Joe Veleno: Detroit or Grand Rapids 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Joe Veleno has been a fixture in the Detroit Red Wings’ lineup since mid-
December, playing in the past 22 games. But the team is weighing its 
options with the young center – whether to keep him on the NHL roster or 
have him stay in Grand Rapids, where he played two games over the 
weekend. 

“We’ll see. We haven’t totally decided,” coach Jeff Blashill said after 
practice Monday. “He just gone done playing back-to-back, so obviously 
he wasn’t going to be here for practice today. We’re going to evaluate 
where our forward group is at and evaluate where we would foresee him 
in or not in and make decision of what’s best for Joe Veleno at that 
point.” 

Blashill said Vladislav Namestnikov and Carter Rowney might return from 
their injuries as early as Wednesday against Colorado at Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

Namestnikov, who has sat out the past two games with a lower-body 
injury, will rejoin linemates Michael Rasmussen and Adam Erne when he 
returns. If Blashill opts to insert Rowney into the fourth-line center spot, 
between Givani Smith and Sam Gagner, the Red Wings might opt to 
keep Veleno in the AHL for now. 

Veleno, 22, has four goals and seven points in 35 games with Detroit, 
averaging 12:15 in ice time. He is gaining NHL experience. 

However, if Veleno stays in Grand Rapids he’ll log more ice time in all 
situations, which could further aid his development. He has six goals and 
10 points in 11 games this season with the Griffins. 

The veteran Rowney has been out since Jan. 8 with a lower-body injury. 

“It’s been a long road so far, but every day’s been getting better and 
that’s all I can ask for,” Rowney said. “Today was a good skate and a 
good step forward. We’re taking it day by day now and we’ll see how it 
responds tomorrow.” 

Blashill credited Rowney for his awareness and calmness under 
pressure. He has two goals and two assists in 32 games. 

“Makes good reads in chaos, which to be a better defensive team you 
need that,” Blashill said. “He’s a big body (6-2, 208). He can make a play. 
He can also go out and give you real good minutes without giving up 
many scoring chances, which I think is really important for the progress 
of our hockey team.” 
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The Danny DeKeyser situation, Dylan Larkin’s impact, high praise for 
Moritz Seider: Red Wings things 

 

By Max Bultman Feb 24, 2022 1  

 

Thoughts on a few key Red Wings topics as Detroit emerged from a long 
layoff Wednesday with a 5-2 loss to Colorado: 

The Danny DeKeyser situation 

Wednesday’s game was another tough night for Danny DeKeyser, who 
was on the ice for three of the Avalanche’s four even-strength goals 
against. He was the nearest defender to the scorer on the first two, and 
Detroit moved him off Moritz Seider’s pairing before the end of the first 
period — after the two were on the ice for zero Red Wings shot attempts 
and 11 by the Avalanche in less than three minutes of five-on-five ice 
time together, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

To be clear, this is not to say DeKeyser was entirely to blame on the 
goals against that he was on the ice for. The Avalanche’s fourth goal saw 
Valeri Nichushkin end up wide open in the slot on the opposite side of the 
ice from DeKeyser, on a play Jeff Blashill said had “a couple individual 
mistakes.” And even on Colorado’s first goal — when DeKeyser was the 
defender nearest to Landeskog as he cleaned up a Cale Makar rebound 
at the crease — Detroit’s whole opening shift had been miserable, and 
it’s worth noting DeKeyser defended a play at the crease earlier in the 
shift to help prevent a Grade A chance, and actually blocked a Makar 
pass right before the goal. 

Still: Nights like Wednesday make it tough to defend playing DeKeyser 
over more mobile options like Jordan Oesterle and Troy Stecher. He’s 
still clearly a smart player — and in particular a smart defender — but too 
many times over the course of a game he seems to be a beat late getting 
to a spot, or a bit too clunky pivoting to make a play. Of course, that all 
makes perfect sense considering he had back surgery in the 2019-2020 
season. But two years later, it’s getting harder to see it reversing course. 

DeKeyser’s usage and role have been topics all year (both have been 
declining as the season has gone on, as I wrote a couple of weeks ago), 
but it’ll be interesting to see whether the Red Wings make a swap there 
and scratch him for Saturday’s game against the Maple Leafs. 

Dylan Larkin‘s impact 

Dylan Larkin was on the ice for that rough first shift by the Red Wings — 
surely at least in part a product of the long layoff, though not excused by 
it — but he settled in well after the first period, and was once again 
strong for Detroit late. He finished the game with a pair of assists, and 
when Detroit was trying to climb back into the game in the final minutes, 
he was at the center of that push — including seemingly knocking a puck 
out of Avalanche goalie Pavel Francouz’s catching glove and nearly 
tucking it in the net. 

Of course, it didn’t amount to a comeback Wednesday, but it was just the 
latest example of the Red Wings captain being the team’s engine in big 
moments. 

“When situations in games are called for for somebody to step up and 
make a big play, he makes them,” Sam Gagner told me earlier this week. 
“And they’ve kind of just become routine this year. And he’s doing it 
every game and every day.” 

Before the game, I had been thinking about where Larkin’s Hart case 
might stack up if Detroit were in a playoff spot (currently, Detroit would be 
the Eastern Conference’s 10th seed, 10 points back of Boston who has 
two games in hand). His 54 points rank 14th in the league, his 26 goals 
are 10th, and he’s been a driving force of a significant step forward for 
what had been one of the league’s worst teams the past few seasons. 

Last week, he had a play that encapsulated that last part on an overtime 
back-check against the Rangers. 

WHAT A DEFENSIVE PLAY BY LARKIN ON PANARIN TO 
POTENTIALLY SAVE THE GAME IN OT. #LGRW 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/QVNLWW8JIS 

— RYAN HANA (@RYANHANAWWP) FEBRUARY 18, 2022 

“I didn’t know if he had any gas left in the tank, to be honest with you,” 
Jeff Blashill said of the play. “And he found a way to grind enough to get 
him. It speaks to his competitiveness. … Was I surprised he caught him? 
A little bit. But not really, knowing Dylan.” 

“He’s leading our team in scoring, and he’s already scored in that game, 
and he was creating chances in overtime, and then he got on his horse to 
get back to break up the play,” Gagner added. “I think it just gives a lift to 
the entire bench, that if this guy has this level of commitment, then we all 
need to.” 

That speaks to Larkin’s significance to this Red Wings group. 

As for that Hart case: There’s always some debate as to how it should be 
awarded, but the defined criteria is for “the player adjudged to be the 
most valuable to his team.” There tends to be an additional unwritten 
stipulation that the player in question be on a playoff team. I adhere to 
that — it’s hard to call someone the league’s most valuable player to their 
team if their team didn’t make the postseason. As of now, that looks like 
it will likely exclude Larkin from any serious consideration. But 
hypothetically, if Detroit did manage to make a late run and squeak in, 
with Larkin playing this way, I wonder how many names would be clearly 
ahead of Larkin. 

Alex Ovechkin has twice as many goals as his next-highest-scoring 
teammate in Washington. Auston Matthews is nearly doing the same in 
Toronto. Igor Shesterkin and Kirill Kaprizov have vaulted the Rangers 
and Wild, respectively, into borderline contender territory, and 
Edmonton’s dynamic duo of Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid are 
always top contenders for the award. 

Beyond them, though, there aren’t many other individuals who have been 
more singularly essential to their teams’ success this season than Larkin 
— it’s just that the Red Wings likely won’t end up successful enough for 
him to merit major consideration for that award. 

But awards aren’t the bottom line here for Detroit. Building a winning 
team is. And Larkin this year has reiterated that he is a central pillar in 
that process for the Red Wings. 

High praise for Seider 

Finally, I wanted to share Jared Bednar’s postgame comments on Seider 
from Wednesday, which included some big praise from the Avalanche 
coach. 

“I’ve been watching him a lot lately, because you hear the buzz around 
the league between him and (Lucas) Raymond, up for rookie of the year, 
both of them very skilled and very good players, unique players. Seider 
stands out to me because he’s a big guy, great puck mover, he has a 
physicality to his game. Real strong defender, but then he also has this 
sort of understated offensive ability. 

“Like he’s really — there’s a lot of characteristics that I see in him that I 
see in (Devon) Toews. Doesn’t make a lot of mistakes, he’s a big, strong, 
physical guy, too, so those guys don’t come around very often. Being as 
young as he is, I think he’s going to be a real good player for a long time 
in this league. He’s going to be a superstar.” 

Seider added a pair of helpers to his assist collection Wednesday night, 
including one on a Filip Zadina goal off his rebound off the rush. Quite 
quickly after the goal, there was some theorizing that Seider essentially 
passed it off Francouz’s pad, shooting specifically for that rebound. 
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ZADINA SCORES!   WHAT A BRILLIANT PLAY BY MORITZ SEIDER 

ON THE ASSIST, AS MICKEY REDMOND CALLS OUT.   #LGRW 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/IDOQJPOKYQ 

— RYAN HANA (@RYANHANAWWP) FEBRUARY 24, 2022 

And you can count Bednar as a subscriber to that belief. 

“Oh, he did for sure,” Bednar said. “Yeah, no question. Smart play. 
Intelligent play. Lots of guys get into that area — it might not be a great 
scoring area because he’s getting a little bit of pressure from the 
(Samuel) Girard slide; he just makes an intelligent play, and it was 
definitely planned.” 

Coming from a coach who knows a thing or two about dazzling young 
defensemen, it was certainly high praise for Detroit’s rookie blueliner. 
And it won’t be the last. 
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Darren Helm returns to Detroit a member of the Avalanche but still a part 
of the Red Wings family 

 

By Peter Baugh Feb 23, 2022 20  

 

DETROIT — Darren Helm has done the impossible. He’s made Darren 
McCarty root for the Avalanche. 

“I hope he goes out there and wins a Cup (this season),” McCarty says of 
his former Red Wings teammate Helm, who’s now playing for Colorado. 
“I honestly do.” 

McCarty, who’s best known in Denver for his fight with Claude Lemieux 
at the height of the Avalanche-Red Wings rivalry, remembers when Helm 
first arrived with Detroit, as a 21-year-old in 2007-08. The veteran 
McCarty had heard talk that Helm could be Detroit’s heir to Kris Draper, a 
Selke Trophy winner and penalty-kill stalwart. He’s been a fan ever since. 

McCarty was trying to make a late-career return to the Red Wings at the 
time, and he and Helm developed a relationship with the Grand Rapids 
Griffins in the AHL. Both got called up to the NHL club in March 2008, 
and McCarty believes the hardworking Helm fit perfectly with the Red 
Wings culture. 

Then-captain Nicklas Lidstrom had heard about Helm when he arrived, 
too: a speedy youngster who Detroit wanted to give an NHL chance. 

He was laid back and quiet, Lidstrom remembers, and observant of his 
surroundings. “All ears and no mouth,” McCarty says. 

With that mentality, he managed to seize a role, and he didn’t let go of it 
for more than a decade. 

“We had a skilled team, but not all the guys were fast skaters,” Lidstrom 
says. “He brought that element to our game.” 

Over a 14-year tenure in Detroit, Helm developed a reputation as a 
speed-oriented, penalty-killing forward, going from an unheralded fifth-
round draft pick to a Stanley Cup champion and a regular on multiple 
playoff teams. He developed bonds with players across multiple eras of 
Red Wings hockey, from McCarty to Pavel Datsyuk to current captain 
Dylan Larkin, and started his family in the Motor City. One of his 
daughters was born on the streets of the Detroit suburbs — literally. 
(More on that in a bit.) 

Now, after signing with Colorado this offseason, the 35-year-old will 
come to Detroit for the first time Wednesday as a visiting player. Larkin 
expects “a great ovation” for Helm’s return, but that doesn’t mean it won’t 
be a bit of a strange sight. 

“You see ‘HELM’ on the Avalanche jersey, and it looks different, to say 
the least,” says Lidstrom, now a Red Wings executive. 

Darren Helm (Ron Chenoy / USA Today) 

Helm never reached Draper’s level of success in Detroit — “injuries, 
that’s always the Achilles’ heel,” McCarty says — but that doesn’t stop 
his return from bringing back memories. It’s an occasion to appreciate an 
impactful player, one involved in some of a storied franchise’s biggest 
moments. 

Inexperience can have its perks. You sometimes don’t know enough to 
question opportunities. 

Helm had only played seven regular-season games for Detroit in 2007-
08. He figured there was no chance he’d crack the playoff lineup. But in 
Game 5 of a tied first-round series with Nashville, coach Mike Babcock 
put in Helm, liking his grittiness, ability to finish checks and — of course 
— his speed. 

Looking back, Helm doesn’t think he had played well enough to earn the 
opportunity. He had a minus-2 rating in the regular season, averaging 
only seven minutes of ice time per game. 

“But they gave me a chance (in the playoffs), and I was too naive to think 
anything else,” he says. “(I) just went as hard as I could and was able to 
sustain a spot.” 

He played the rest of the Red Wings’ playoff games that season, 
including all four contests in Detroit’s second-round sweep of an 
Avalanche team led by captain Joe Sakic, now Helm’s general manager. 
He scored his first NHL goal in the conference finals against Dallas, 
which he describes as one of his most vivid memories of the playoff run. 
And in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Final, he assisted Jiri Hudler’s game-
winning goal in the third period. 

Helm played less than three minutes in Detroit’s Cup-clinching Game 6 
win against Pittsburgh, but he’ll never forget counting down the final 10 
seconds from the bench — the moments in which he became a 
champion. 

“It was an unbelievable opportunity, experience,” he says. “A fun ride.” 

And even if he wasn’t playing big minutes, his teammates recognized his 
impact. McCarty says he was as much a part of the team as anyone else. 

“Without players like him, a team can’t win championships,” Datsyuk 
says. 

“You have to find your niche on the team,” Lidstrom says. “He did that. 
He brought that element that we lacked sometimes.” 

Perhaps Helm’s biggest Detroit moments came in the next year’s 
conference finals against Chicago. He scored the overtime winner in 
Game 5, sending Detroit back to the Stanley Cup Final. Stationed in front 
of the net, Helm batted in a rebound sliding across the crease. As the 
puck crossed the goal line, he uppercutted the air in glee. Tomas 
Holmstrom got to Helm first, throwing his arms around him as teammates 
spilled onto the ice. 

ON THIS DATE IN 2009 … #FREEPFLASHBACK 

DARREN HELM'S GOAL IN OT FINISHED OFF THE BLACKHAWKS IN 
THE WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS AS THE #REDWINGS 
ADVANCE TO PLAY THE PENGUINS IN THE STANLEY CUP FINALS 
FOR A SECOND STRAIGHT YEAR. 

LET'S NOT WORRY ABOUT HOW THAT SERIES WENT. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/Z6KOY9W7N8 

— FREEP SPORTS (@FREEPSPORTS) MAY 27, 2020 

But that wasn’t Helm’s only memorable play of the game. With 33 
seconds left on a second-period Chicago power play, Helm snatched the 
puck in the defensive zone. Instead of clearing it, he sprinted forward, 
through the neutral zone and, with a Blackhawks player on him, around 
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the back of the net. Chicago’s Patrick Sharp managed to snatch the puck 
briefly in the corner of the Red Wings’ offensive zone, but Helm took it 
right back, darting toward the net and getting a shot off. He then 
managed to grab the rebound for a few seconds before the Blackhawks 
finally separated him from the puck. By the time Chicago’s Colin Fraser 
retrieved it, only six seconds remained on the power play. 

MAY 27, 2009 

DARREN HELM HAS THE BEST PENALTY KILL OF ALL TIME #LGRW 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/5CYW9SLH6Q 

— LOCKED ON RED WINGS PODCAST (@LO_REDWINGS) APRIL 
26, 2020 

The Joe Louis Arena crowd roared as Helm skated to the bench, and that 
stretch of penalty killing still comes to Lidstrom’s mind when he reflects 
on Helm more than a decade later, even if the Red Wings ultimately lost 
the Cup to Pittsburgh. 

“That symbolizes the way he always played,” Lidstrom says. “You knew 
that was what he was going to bring to our team.” 

On Jan. 21, 2016, Larkin walked into the Red Wings gym and spotted 
Helm. Having grown up less than an hour from Detroit, the then-rookie 
first noticed Helm in the Red Wings’ back-to-back runs to the Stanley 
Cup, and they’d worked out together the summer before in Detroit. 

Larkin greeted his teammate, wishing him a happy birthday. 

“How old are you?” he remembers asking earnestly. “33? 32?” 

No, Helm replied with a laugh. He was 29. 

Larkin felt a rush of embarrassment. He wasn’t trying to ruffle feathers or 
make a teammate feel old. But the maturity with which Helm carried 
himself didn’t strike Larkin as that of someone still in his 20s. 

“Just the way he prepared, and he was always in the gym rolling and 
stretching; he took care of himself like a veteran,” says Larkin, now the 
Red Wings’ captain. “He was a veteran at the time, but just like an older 
guy.” 

During Helm’s younger days, he had plenty of star players he could’ve 
looked up to, from Lidstrom to Datsyuk to Henrik Zetterberg. But those 
weren’t the ones he learned from most, he says. He knew they were on a 
different level, talent-wise. 

Instead, he paid the sharpest attention to the grinding forwards who 
found ways to contribute beyond the scoresheet. He mentions Draper, 
who retired in 2011, as one of his biggest influences, as well as McCarty, 
who played his last NHL game in 2008, and Kirk Maltby, who hung up his 
skates in 2010. 

The lessons Helm learned are exactly why he struck Larkin as an older 
player. 

“His competitiveness and his professionalism (stood out),” Helm says of 
Draper, also noting his attention to detail. “He was probably one of the 
most competitive guys I played with. Not just game days. Every day. 
Practice day, off ice, he worked really hard, set himself apart in that area, 
and (it’s) probably a big reason he stuck in the league as long as he did.” 

Injuries frequently interrupted Helm’s career in Detroit. Knee, forearm 
and back injuries limited him for three consecutive seasons in the middle 
of his career — his back kept him out for all but one game in 2012-13 — 
and he also missed more than 20 games in 2016-17 and 2018-19. He 
went hard 100 percent of the time and played bigger than his 6-foot 
frame, McCarty says, adding that he believes that led to his former 
teammate’s frequent injuries. 

Still, Helm played 744 regular-season games with Detroit, ranking 17th in 
franchise history, and only seven Red Wings had more short-handed 
goals than his 13. 

“You’ll never hear a bad word about him because he brought the Detroit 
effort every night he played,” McCarty says. “Everybody in this town 
would say, like I said, that he played bigger than he was. The effort was 
always there.” 

Darren Helm and Matt Grzelcyk (Winslow Townson / USA Today) 

The city also became home to Helm, a Manitoba native. He and his wife 
had all three of their daughters while he was playing with the Red Wings, 
the middle of whom arrived in dramatic fashion. Late one night in March 
2015, Helm’s now-wife, Devon, woke up and felt the baby was coming. 
The couple hopped into Helm’s Audi, Devon taking the back seat, and 
Darren hit the gas. But as he sped down Interstate 96 toward the 
hospital, Devon started having the baby. Darren offered to pull over and 
assist. Devon told him just to worry about getting to the hospital. 

“She knew there was probably nothing I could do to help,” he says. 

So Rylee Helm, now 6, was born in the backseat of an Audi sometime 
between 2 and 3 a.m. About five minutes later, Darren got the car to the 
hospital. Everyone was healthy, and Helm gained another memorable 
story from his Detroit days. 

“I’ve been here for a long time,” Helm says. “I’ve raised a family here. I’m 
sure this will be home for myself and my family when I’m done.” 

But the past few seasons have been a struggle on the ice for Detroit. The 
Red Wings haven’t made the playoffs since 2015-16, and they finished 
with a brutal 17-49-5 record in 2019-20. Though a young core of Detroit 
players looks promising, Helm believed it was a good time to move on 
and, this past July, inked a one-year, $1 million deal with Colorado. 

“I wanted an opportunity to play for a contending team,” he says. “There 
could have been the option to go back, but it was probably a good 
decision on both ends.” 

Larkin, who grew close with Helm during their time as teammates, had a 
sense last season that his friend might not be back. The Red Wings 
captain says it was awesome to see Helm’s excitement going to a team 
with a chance to win a Stanley Cup. 

But it marked the end of something, too. Helm was the final remaining 
Red Wing who had played with Lidstrom, Draper and McCarty. With his 
decision, the last link between the present and dynastic Red Wings 
teams was gone. 

University of Denver forward Carter Mazur wears No. 34 for a reason. 
The Pioneers don’t allow numbers over 35, so No. 43 was out of the 
question, but by flipping the digits around, he found a way to honor Helm, 
his favorite player growing up in Michigan. 

“Usually people look at, when he played (in Detroit), Pavel Datsyuk, 
Zetterberg and stuff like that, but the guy who really stuck out to me was 
him,” says Mazur, who the Red Wings drafted at No. 70 in 2021. “Just 
how fast he was. He’d always have a breakaway … stuff like that. He 
was someone I was drawn to.” 

As a kid, Mazur had a customized No. 43 Red Wings jersey with his last 
name on the back. Draper coached Mazur and introduced him to Helm, 
who gave him an autographed stick. Then, when Detroit drafted Mazur, 
someone in the organization told Helm he was a fan, and the veteran 
gave him a call. 

“To have him be the guy who said, ‘Welcome to the Red Wings 
organization’ — it’s something I can’t put into words,” he says. 

It was one of the last things Helm did with the Wings. Less than a week 
later, he signed with Colorado. 

Helm’s Avalanche season has been up and down, interrupted by a lower-
body injury that kept him out for a month. Playing on the fourth line, he’s 
seeing less ice time than he did in Detroit, and has one of the lowest 
points-per-game rates of his career. Coach Jared Bednar said Monday 
that he needs more from the bottom-six forward group. 
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Still, Helm’s new teammates appreciate the experience he brings. Just 
ask Tyson Jost. At an optional practice earlier this month, the two did a 
one-on-one drill along the boards, and Helm turned to his younger 
teammate and told him he used to do it with Datsyuk after almost every 
practice. 

“It’s cool to hear the two cents from Helmer, what he experienced in 
Detroit, just bringing some of that stuff that he learned from Detroit over 
here,” Jost says. 

Back in December, Helm had to face his former club for the first time as 
the Avalanche hosted the Red Wings. Midway through the first period, 
his linemate Nicolas Aube-Kubel controlled the puck into the neutral 
zone, then chipped a pass to Helm. The veteran used a burst of speed to 
get past Jordan Oesterle and found himself in a position Detroit fans 
knew all too well: on a breakaway. He ripped a shot past Thomas Greiss. 

GOOOOOOTTA GO HELMER FOR OUR @BALLCORPHQ GOAL OF 
THE GAME!#GOAVSGO PIC.TWITTER.COM/PHFPG66ZRB 

— COLORADO AVALANCHE (@AVALANCHE) DECEMBER 11, 2021 

Though he’s normally reserved, he couldn’t help but punch the air with 
glee. 

“It was just excitement,” he says. “Just happy.” 

McCarty was at a charity event when he saw Helm streak up the ice. He 
popped out of his chair with glee when Helm finished, happy for his 
former teammate. Even Larkin didn’t mind much; he felt good for his 
friend. 

“I just knew he was going to score,” he says. 

Now, heading into a matchup that will surely feature a tribute video and 
ovation from the Detroit crowd, Helm says he’ll not think too much about 
his return. But he knows it will feel different, maybe a little awkward. 

He’s never spent time in the visiting locker room before. 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Ranking the top free agents from college hockey, 
junior and Europe 

 

By Corey Pronman Feb 23, 2022 72  

 

Teams will soon start offering NHL contracts to undrafted players in 
college, Europe and Major Junior. Today we will look at this year’s crop, 
headlined by Russian winger Andrei Kuzmenko and collegiate center 
Ben Meyers. 

I spend a lot of time watching free agents play and talking to sources 
about them, but I admit I won’t invest the type of time I would into, say, 
the NHL Draft. Thus, there will probably be numerous guys signed who 
are not mentioned here at all. Those omissions should not be seen as 
criticism of the players. What follows are my opinions and ranking of the 
available players in this class. 

Projected NHL Players 

1. Andrei Kuzmenko, LW, SKA-KHL 

Kuzmenko has been one of the top forwards in the KHL this season. He’s 
been on the NHL radar for several years, and with his KHL contract with 
SKA now up at the end of the season there will be a lot of interest. 
Kuzmenko has a very high skill level, being able to beat KHL defenders 
with his one-on-on play often and create many highlight reel moments. 
He can make creative passes and improvises well in tight areas. He has 
the flashy skill but also plays hard, and despite his 5-foot-11 frame 
doesn’t shy from creating around the net and attacking the high 

percentage areas. On top of his frame, Kuzmenko lacks the speed you’d 
like to see especially in a smaller forward, but the rest of his game is so 
good that I think he can be a middle six wing in the NHL. 

2. Ben Meyers, C, Minnesota-Big Ten 

Meyers has been a top player for the Gophers the last few years and 
represented USA at the Olympics. His skill level and playmaking are very 
good, showing the type of vision and touch that will generate offense at 
higher levels to go with a good shot as well. Meyers lacks size but he 
competes hard and skates well, which is why I think he can carve out a 
bottom six role in the NHL — but probably on the wing. 

Those with a chance to play in the NHL 

3. Jake Livingstone, RHD, Minnesota State-WCHA 

Livingstone has been excellent this season playing all situations for a top 
team in Mankato. He’s a big right-shot defender who can move the puck, 
has a hard point shot and can defend well enough due to his size and 
brain. His footspeed is just OK and will be his main issue for the NHL, but 
the rest of his game gives him a real chance to play games. 

4. Bobby Trivigno, LW, UMass-Hockey East 

Trivigno has been a very good college player and was a huge part of 
UMass winning a national title in 2021. He’s a very skilled and 
competitive forward who doesn’t shy from playing physical despite a 
quite diminutive frame. He displays good vision and has a decent wrist 
shot too. His skating for his size will be the major issue at higher levels. 

5. Sergei Tolchinsky, LW, Avangard-KHL 

Tolchinsky has been a top scorer in the KHL the last two seasons and a 
big part of Avangard’s title run in 2021. His skill level is very high. He can 
beat players one-on-one in the KHL consistently and shows great 
offensive imagination as a handler and passer. He’s undersized though 
at 5-8 and doesn’t have great speed, so he’ll have challenges in the NHL 
despite his great skill. 

6. Niko Ojamaki, RW, Podolsk-KHL 

Ojamaki was one of the leading scorers in the KHL this season and led 
the league in goals. He has great hockey sense and a better shot 
showing a ton of value inside the offensive zone and on the man 
advantage. His skating is just OK though; he lacks size and is a 
perimeter player. 

7. Jordan Frasca, C, Kingston-OHL 

Frasca has been having a huge season on one of the top teams in the 
CHL. He’s a big center with good puck skills who can create around the 
net, which is highly appealing from a pro perspective. He won’t win 
skating contests, but I’ve seen worse feet on guys his size and have 
seen him beat guys wide. 

8. Max Veronneau, RW, Leksands-SHL 

If you’re getting a sense of déjà vu you’re not the only one. Veronneau 
was a top free agent in 2019 and his first stint in North America went 
poorly. Since then he went to Sweden, where he promptly became one of 
the best players in the SHL. He always had good skating and skill, but his 
compete and all-around play were issues. I think those issues have made 
enough improvement that the 26-year-old may be worth a second try for 
a team, but it’s rare for that to happen too. 

9. Bennett MacArthur, LW, Acadie-Bathurst-QMJHL 

MacArthur has scored at a goal/game pace in the QMJHL over the last 
two seasons. He’s a forward with good puck skills and vision and a shot 
that is a threat from the right faceoff dot. His skating is just OK and will be 
the main test for him when he goes to the AHL but his skill and scoring 
give him a chance to make it. 

10. Brandon Bussi, G, Western Michigan-NCHC 

Bussi has been a big part of Western’s success this season. He’s an 
intriguing pro prospect given his frame and athleticism. In junior I found 
his game quite chaotic without good reads, but he showed this season a 
more efficient and smarter game than I’ve seen in the past. Whether that 
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translates to the pros remains to be seen but he’s worth a gamble for 
sure. 

11. Riese Gaber, RW, North Dakota-NCHC 

Gaber has been a very good college player for a top program the last two 
seasons. He’s fun to watch as he brings a ton of speed and energy to his 
shifts to go with a strong skill level and a good shot. He has a lot of pro 
components except for his size at 5-foot-8. Sources believe he’s leaning 
to returning to school for his junior season. 

12.Daniil Vovchenko, LW, Severstal-KHL 

Vovchenko has been an important player for Severstal this season and a 
big reason why they’ve been surprisingly good in the KHL. He’s an 
excellent passer who makes tough plays at a high rate. He has good 
hands and can score from the dots. Vovchenko’s size at 5-foot-10 and 
lack of great skating are his drawbacks. 

13. Taylor Gauthier, G, Portland-WHL 

Gauthier has been very good in the WHL this season, especially 
following a move from Prince George to Portland. He’s an extremely 
athletic goalie but has been passed over in previous drafts due to his size 
and at times erratic play in goal. I think he’s sharpened that latter part 
and his reads up enough to earn a deal. 

14. Strauss Mann, G, Skelleftea-SHL 

Mann went to Sweden after not getting a deal out of college and has 
been very good in the SHL. He’s a highly intelligent goalie who moves 
quite well, but concerns over his frame are quite legitimate, and while 
he’s athletic it’s not elite quickness for a smaller goalie. I think between 
college, SHL and even a few Olympic games he’s shown he’s worth a 
contract, but it will be an uphill climb for him to make the NHL. 

15. Ethen Frank, RW, Western Michigan-NCHC 

Frank has scored at a high rate this season. He’s a skilled forward with a 
weapon of a shot that he can rip from the left circle and get past goalies 
often, but he lacks much playmaking in his game. He’s 5-foot-11 but 
does skate well. 

16. Marc McLaughlin, C, Boston College-Hockey East 

McLaughlin is a good sized center who has slippery skill and a strong 
compete level. His game lacks much playmaking and his offense is 
created in a direct way by attacking the net and winning battles. His 
footspeed is just OK and that will be his main challenge at higher levels. 

17. Parker Ford, C, Providence-Hockey East 

Ford is a smart, competitive forward who endears himself to coaches 
with his consistent effort. He’s not that big and while he has offense, Ford 
won’t pop off the page with his speed or skill, so he may not have the 
most pro upside. 

Players who didn’t make my list, but who I believe are being considered 
for NHL contracts by teams or were already signed 

Trenton Bliss, C, Michigan Tech-WCHA 

Bliss is a smart, hard-working forward who I believe is getting attention 
from teams, but I don’t see much speed or skill in his game for the higher 
levels. 

Corey Andonovski, RW, Princeton-ECAC 

Andonovski is a strong skater who competes hard and will appeal himself 
to coaches. I just don’t see much of an offensive touch in his game and 
without much size it’s hard to see him above the AHL level. 

Jacob Bengtsson, LHD, Lake Superior State-WCHA 

Bengtsson is a good sized competitive defenseman who can make a 
decent first pass but overall lacks offense and his skating is just OK too. 

Mack Guzda, G, Barrie-OHL (signed by Florida) 

I appreciate why Florida signed Guzda. He’s a big goalie who moves well 
enough for his size and has good hockey sense. He’s been very solid 
this season, but I also remember how tough his first few OHL seasons 

went. I question when the game gets quicker and he faces better 
shooters if he can replicate this season versus pros, but he has enough 
of a toolkit that he can have a chance. 

Tye Kartye, C, Sault Ste. Marie-OHL 

Kartye is having a big overage year being part of a top offense in the 
CHL. I appreciate his skill and hockey sense a lot, but I see an average 
skater with average size and I question how much pro projection he has. 

Henrik Rybinski, C, Seattle-WHL 

Rybinski is a former Panthers draft pick who I believe will get a contract. 
He’s a very skilled forward who is tough and is strong on pucks. I don’t 
see much speed in his game or a true driver of play offensively with his 
playmaking. 

Nathan Staios, LHD, Hamilton-OHL 

Staios is a very skilled defenseman who can be an asset on a power play 
due to his playmaking and shot. He’s an undersized defenseman though 
and while he competes well he lacks the high-end mobility you’d like at 
that size. 

A quick note about drafted free agents in college 

I’ve typically listed drafted guys who could walk to free agency in this 
article, but it’s proven to be a bigger headache than it’s worth given how 
much it puts readers into hysteria and how few decent players actually 
walk. That said, I should note that the two players teams have been 
watching closely this season on this front have been Montreal defense 
prospect Jordan Harris and Minnesota prospect Jack McBain. There was 
speculation early in the season that Harris was going to free agency but 
the management change in Montreal has ended that, and the common 
thought is now that Harris will probably sign with Montreal. Team sources 
also think McBain will likely sign with Minnesota but teams have been 
going in to watch him with the hope he’ll be a free agent. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The 10 stages of rooting against your 
own team 

 

By Sean McIndoe Feb 23, 2022 221  

 

The NHL is a 32-team league with 32 different fan bases, each of which 
is unique. Some are big, some not so much. Some are more than a 
century old, some are brand new. Some are spoiled with years of 
excellence, some have had their ups and downs, and some never seem 
to get to be happy at all. 

But there’s one thing every NHL fan has in common: We want our team 
to win. 

Sometimes. 

That’s the reality of being a hockey fan, especially at this time of year. 
We can throw around all the clichés we want about how winning is 
everything, but it isn’t, at least not all the time. And depending on 
circumstances, winning might actually feel like a problem. 

When that happens, you’ve entered a very controversial zone as a 
hockey fan. You have to decide if you’ll cross a line, and start rooting for 
your team to lose. 

Is that a bad thing? Not necessarily. But it’s a perilous place, one where 
you want to tread carefully. And since I have some experience in this 
world, I want to offer you a guide. I’ve prepared a list of the 10 stages of 
rooting against your own team, so that you can be prepared for what you 
might face, and for just how deep you want to go. 

Stage 1: Apathy 
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We’ll ease into our list with a category that doesn’t really involve rooting 
against your team at all. Instead, at Stage 1, you just stop caring … 
temporarily. The season isn’t going well and you know it. You also know 
that one bad year isn’t the end of the world, and that even the best-run 
teams will go through it eventually. 

You’re fine with it. You’re just especially interested in watching it all play 
out. 

Honestly, this stage can be a pretty reasonable place to be. You’re not 
bailing on your team. You’re just backing away from committing a ton of 
time and mental energy to caring about them. You tune out, maybe 
check back in around the deadline, keep on top of any major 
developments, and then return to the fold in the offseason, rested and 
ready to go. 

The stage makes our list only because it’s often confused with a fan 
rooting against their own team. But it’s not. You don’t want them to lose, 
you just don’t really care if they do. 

Stage 2: Rooting for lottery odds (after playoff elimination) 

OK, now you want them to lose. 

But it’s only because they already have, a lot. So much, in fact, that 
they’ve been mathematically eliminated from playoff contention. At this 
point, there’s really nothing left to play for aside from lottery odds, and in 
the NHL, you get those lottery odds by losing. In a perfect world, we’d 
have the Gold Plan in place and fans could cheer for their teams to win 
their way to the top pick. But we don’t, and it sounds like we never will, so 
fans know how this works. 

Even at this early stage, some fans are too loyal to actually hope their 
team loses. But most of us understand that the league has decided to 
embrace a system where losing is better for bad teams. We want what’s 
best for our team, so we act accordingly, even if only grudgingly. 

Note: Once you reach this stage, it is 100 percent guaranteed that some 
random guy will have the game of his life and it will cost your team 
multiple draft spots, and you’ll kind of hate him for it forever. 

The key here is that you only root against your team after they’ve been 
officially eliminated. Until that day comes, anything can happen. You 
never give up until the math says you have no choice. 

Stage 3: Rooting for lottery odds (before playoff elimination) 

OK, according to the math they’re still technically in it, but come on. 
They’re clearly not going to make the playoffs, and even if they do, they’d 
only get swept in the first round. That’s not you being cynical — it’s just 
that you’ve watched this team all season, and you can see that they’re 
not good enough. Yes, sure, sometimes an underdog will make a miracle 
run down the stretch, but this team isn’t it, and there’s no point getting 
your hopes up. 

The gap between Stage 2 and Stage 3 is a narrow one; there’s a 
difference between being realistically out of the race and actually being 
mathematically eliminated, with bad teams sometimes stuck spending 
weeks in between those two zones. Some fans will insist on staying the 
course right up until elimination day, but others understand that 
sometimes you just have to accept reality. Teams like this year’s 
Canadiens and Coyotes haven’t been technically eliminated yet, but their 
fans know they’re not making it. So if you were the sort of fan who was 
willing to bail in Stage 2 anyway, you might as well get a head start. 

The point is that you were with them all year long, right up until they 
made it clear this wasn’t going to be their year. It’s not like you turned on 
them from opening night. 

Stage 4: Rooting for lottery odds (from opening night) 

Look, we have to be realists here. 

Some teams are unexpectedly bad. But some teams are bad by design, 
or in some cases by misdesign. If you’ve been a fan long enough, you 
know when it’s going to be one of those years, and there’s no point 
deluding yourself through October and November before accepting the 
obvious. These guys are bad, there’s a great prospect waiting for you at 
the draft, so let’s just get to losing. 

Often, this stage involves obvious tank jobs, like the great 
Sabres/Coyotes battle for Connor McDavid in 2014-15 that worked out so 
well for everyone. If your team’s management has sent obvious signals 
that they’re trying to lose, well, you root for the result your team wants, 
right? Nothing worse than watching a well-designed tank job go off the 
rails because of a few lucky wins. 

There’s no question that this stage can feel icky. It’s one thing to turn 
against your team when they’ve already lost a ton of games and fallen 
out of the race. It’s another to do it early, even when your intentions are 
good. There will be nagging doubt. This stage isn’t for everyone. But if 
you’ve got the stomach for it, it can be a perfectly reasonable path to 
take. 

Stage 5: When you want somebody to get fired 

Maybe it’s the coach. Maybe it’s the GM. Maybe it’s both of them, or 
someone else entirely. But somebody needs to be sent packing, and it’s 
not going to happen if this team keeps fluking out wins that it doesn’t 
deserve. 

And yes, this stage sucks. On one level, nobody should want to see 
anyone lose their job. But this is also pro sports, where getting fired is 
part of the deal. If your team has the wrong guy in the wrong place and 
it’s dragging them down, there’s really no other path to take. It’s going to 
happen eventually, so you might as well get it out of the way now. A nice 
little losing streak might just seal the deal, and pave the way to a brighter 
future. Call it an investment. 

Stage 5 can last for a few games, or it could take most of a season. But 
it’s always temporary, and it ends as soon as the pink slips start flying. 
The moment the new guy takes over, you can go right back to cheering 
on your team. Let’s never speak of this again. 

Stage 6: When you want the roster to get blown up 

The more complicated cousin of Stage 5, this one has the same basic 
premise. Things are bad, you know they’re not going to be fixed until 
there’s no other choice, and so you have to root for them to get worse. 

The problem here is that old sports cliché: It’s always easier to fire the 
coach (or GM) than to trade the whole roster. That’s especially true in 
today’s NHL, where we’re told that trades are impossible, especially 
during the season. 

When you’re at Stage 5 and just want one guy to be fired, any day can 
be the day that snaps you out of it. Some insider reports that a change is 
being made, the press conference gets called, and you’re back on the 
bandwagon by the end of the day. With Stage 6, you’re never really sure 
how much change is enough. One trade? Two? It’s going to take more 
than that, but you’re not sure how many moves you need before you’ll 
feel like it’s worth returning to the fold. 

Whatever that number is, the team isn’t good. You know it. Other realistic 
fans know it. But management doesn’t know it, or at least isn’t willing to 
admit it, and that won’t change unless the losses start piling up, so that’s 
what needs to happen. It’s for their own good. 

Stage 7: When you realize you kind of hate these guys 

This is the more extreme version of Stage 6, and the difference between 
them can seem subtle. 

In Stage 6, you want changes because the team keeps losing and you 
don’t like losing. In Stage 7, you want changes because you don’t like 
them. The team is bad, sure, but so is the vibe. You’re just kind of done 
with this team, at least this particular iteration of it. 

Sometimes, you’ll reach this stage because of something specific. Maybe 
you’ve finally realized the other fans are right and these guys are a bunch 
of dirty cheap shot artists. Maybe you’ve heard a few too many of the 
same excuses trotted out in the postgame. There could be some 
controversy involving fans, or a bigger social issue, or the media. It could 
be something approaching all of the above. 

Somewhat weirdly, it’s possible to reach this stage even when a team’s 
record says they’re playing well. (Ask any current Leaf fan what will 
happen if they lose in the first round again.) You might arrive at this stage 
when a team has been stubbornly staying the course for years, and you 
hit a tipping point where you just want them all gone. It can be a 
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progression through the other stages, or in the case of some sort of 
major scandal like this year’s Blackhawks’ story, a rapid ascent. 

The key is that Stage 6 isn’t personal. Stage 7 very much is. You’re sick 
of this team, you want everyone out, and you’re not going to root for them 
until it happens. 

Stage 8: Apathy, part two 

This is what comes next when you hit Stage 7 but nothing changes. 
There really isn’t anywhere else to go. You used to hate these guys, but 
hatred at least meant you still cared. Now you can’t even muster that. 
You raged against the machine, nothing happened, and now you’re 
done. 

Make no mistake: Despite the similar names, there’s virtually nothing 
connecting this stage to Stage 1. Back then you stopped paying 
attention, but it was always going to be temporary. You’re well beyond 
that at Stage 8; it’s a far darker place to be. You’re pretty close to being 
done. 

If you reach this stage, your fandom is at a critical moment. If something 
doesn’t change very soon, this might be it. 

Stage 9: You quit 

The natural progression from Stage 8. 

You’re done. There’s not much more to say. Hopefully, you gave your 
team plenty of chances. Stage 9 should never be a rash decision. But at 
some point, enough is enough. Life is too short to make yourself 
miserable, or to let a pro sports team do it for you. 

In theory, reaching this stage means you’re no longer rooting against 
your team, because you don’t care anymore. But in reality, anyone who 
gets this far doesn’t want their team to win without them. Imagine being a 
Red Sox fan who bailed after the Aaron Boone homer in 2003. Nobody 
wants to be the fan who’s pounding on the doors of a bandwagon they 
just abandoned, desperately begging to be let back on. 

A truly noble fan would leave quietly, wishing those that are staying 
behind the best. It should go without saying that none of us are noble. If 
we’re leaving, we want to toss a match over our shoulder as we go. And 
taken to an extreme, that can lead us to our final stage … 

Stage 10: Actively wanting to see just how bad it can get (aka Sicko 
Mode) 

Not to be confused with these guys, the fan who’s managed to get all the 
way to Stage 10 is truly disturbed. They’re not even really a fan anymore, 
at least in the way we think of the term. They’ve transcended that 
experience. Their team has spent years, maybe decades, force-feeding 
them angst and misery, so much so that now it’s all they know how to 
consume. It’s what they feed off of now. And they want more. 

Oh, the team has a new franchise player? Let’s see him tear his ACL. 
They’ve made the playoffs? Let’s blow a 3-0 series lead. A can’t-miss 
prospect who’s absolutely guaranteed to become the greatest hockey 
player ever? Lifetime deal in the KHL, baby. The owner is a hopeless 
moron? Have him name himself coach and GM. No matter how bad it 
gets, it needs to get worse. So much worse. 

These people are depraved. 

They’re also extremely rare. Oh sure, many fans might spend brief 
amounts of time as a Sicko Mode tourist, but very few ever stick around 
permanently. You might think you’re there now, but you’re probably not. 
And that’s a good thing, because it means you can still be redeemed. 
There’s still good in you. There’s hope, somewhere, even if it’s hard to 
find. 

There’s always hope for an NHL fan. Until you reach Stage 10. And if you 
do, may the hockey gods have mercy on what used to be your soul. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Goaltending has been the Oilers’ problem all season. Can 
Holland fix it in time? 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 24, 2022, 12:13 AM 

 

Here’s the first thing you need to know. 

The Edmonton Oilers players and coaches know better than you do that 
Mike Smith was awful in Wednesday’s 5-3 loss in Tampa Bay. They are 
acutely aware that, with some goaltending, they would have been 
boarding the plane for Florida with at least one, and likely two, points 
under their belt. 

They also know that the weakest spot on their team — their crease — is 
going to kill their chances of having any success at all, if GM Ken Holland 
cannot ride to the rescue with some kind of trade. 

A Smith-Mikko Koskinen tandem means a long summer at the lake. And 
as tasty a prospect as Stuart Skinner is, no one thinks they can ride him 
on a long playoff run. Not yet. 

And Holland? He has been fruitlessly shopping for a Grade A goalie for 
two years. He knows it — don’t kid yourself. 

It is more than fair to call Holland out for collecting a $5-million paycheck 
and not being able to figure out how to fix this problem. But don’t for a 
minute suggest he does not know a problem exists, and that it is fatal. 

He knows it. They know it. We all know it. 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Oilers game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Smith stunk Wednesday and the Oilers lost. It’s a clever plot twist on 
“Koskinen stunk and the Oilers lost,” but the endings, you may have 
noticed, are similar. 

“He made some saves for us as well,” said a backpedalling head coach 
Jay Woodcroft, faced with the question about Smith. 

That’s all the coach could muster. “He made some saves as well.” 

So it wasn’t 23-3. Only 5-3. 

That’s a positive. 

It’s a shame, really. 

The Oilers, a team trying to prove they can play with the big boys, walk 
into Tampa and limit the Lightning to 23 shots on goal. That is the exact 
recipe for how this Edmonton team needs to play, and what it is they 
have to master to go from being a good regular season team to a playoff 
contender. 

Unfortunately, Mike Smith gives them an .800 save percentage in the 
game — allowing four goals on a night when the expected goals were 
1.83 — and with an empty netter, the Oilers lose 5-3. 

It is arguable who had the better set of skaters on this night. I would 
suggest that Edmonton did. 

It is not even a conversation, however, who had the better goaltending. 

Too deep in his net, and the polar opposite of those goalies who display 
“an economy of movement,” Mike Smith is all over the place — except 
where the puck is. There is no “quiet” to his game. Instead, only a blur of 
stabbing blockers, flailing torsos, and a glove hand that looks like it’s 
trying to put out a campfire. 

Goaltending cost the Oilers another hockey game, on a night where a 
win would have gone a long, long way to allowing the Oilers to believe 
they can play with a Stanley Cup champion. 

“I liked parts of our game,” said captain Connor McDavid, accurately. 
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It’s not fair to ask McDavid to comment on the goaltending. And truth be 
told, we were not in Tampa to ask our own questions. 

“It's just details, right? It’s just little things. Against a team like that every 
play matters,” reasoned McDavid. “They take advantage of what you give 
them and we just gave them just a little too much.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

One more save and the Oilers would have been in overtime, with a 
puncher’s chance. Leon Draisaitl hits a post with a minute to play, or 
they’re walking out with at least a point, focused on all that is right rather 
than all that is wrong between the pipes. 

“We’re coming in to face the two-time defending Stanley Cup champs 
and give up 23 shots on net,” said Woodcroft. “There were some weird 
goals, one we kicked into our own net. A shorthanded or penalty kill goal 
against in the last few seconds… Are there some things that we can do 
better? Yeah, I think there are some things we can do better. But in terms 
of the compete level of our team, coming into a tough environment, there 
were some real good signs in our team game tonight.” 

He is absolutely correct. Everything was positive. 

Except the big thing. 

Yesterday it’s Koskinen. Today it’s Smith. Tomorrow it will be one — or 
both — but the problem will still be The Problem. 

“I think (Smith) tried to battle through some things and he, you know, he 
made some saves for us as well,” offered the coach. “We had a chance 
to win that game. Like I said, we gave up 23 shots on net. That's a good 
thing. I think.” 

Don’t bore me with the details on how each puck slides past Smith. It’s a 
volume conversation, and not about quality control. 

Poor net-front coverage. Deflections. Kicked in by an Oiler. Shots 
through a screen. 

Here are the cold, hard facts: Smith’s saves percentage this season is 
.891. Eight of the past 29 shots have eluded him. Eleven of the last 59. 
His record this season is 5-6, with 32 of Edmonton’s 51 games spent on 
the injured list. 

When healthy, maybe he can play. But at age 39, Smith will never be 
healthy enough for long enough to be a dependable starter, ever again. 

There’s a month before the NHL Trade Deadline. 

Ken Holland has a team that could win a playoff series. Perhaps even 
two. 

But without a goalie upgrade, forget about anyone else believing in the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

This team won’t even believe in itself. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The St. Louis Effect continues to propel Canadiens 
through winning streak 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsFebruary 24, 2022, 12:33 AM 

 

MONTREAL — There were many sequences in this 4-0 Montreal 
Canadiens win over the Buffalo Sabres that popped, but one in particular 
that sizzled and symbolized the enormous impact Martin St. Louis has 
had in just two weeks as head coach of the team. 

It didn’t involve Sam Montembeault, who recorded the first shutout of his 
NHL career. It had nothing to do with Nick Suzuki, who played arguably 
the most dominant game of his career — scoring two goals, notching an 
assist, directing seven shots on net, winning 11 of 17 faceoffs and 
making brilliant pass after brilliant pass. 

Jeff Petry, who followed up his three best games of the season with an 
even better one, wasn’t really a part of this sequence either. Nor was 
Cole Caufield, who extended his point streak to four games with an assist 
in the first period and scored his sixth goal in seven games under St. 
Louis in the third. 

And Mike Hoffman, who played brilliantly and did everything but score in 
this one, was about 30 feet away from it when Laurent Dauphin, skating 
through the neutral zone and into a trap of four Sabres, did a spin-o-rama 
and then managed to stickhandle through a defender to extend the play 
long enough for Hoffman and the other Canadiens on the ice to catch up. 

This was Dauphin, the 2013 second-round pick of the Arizona Coyotes 
who had toiled mostly in the minors up until this season. Dauphin, the 
player who St. Louis scratched for his first three games behind 
Montreal’s bench. 

But on this sequence, he was Dauphin tapping into an inner-Alex 
Kovalev no one knew he had. On this one — and several others in a 
game that saw the two lines he played on dominate the even-strength 
shot attempts 15-5 — he used his instincts and had the confidence to 
make a play most wouldn’t have believed he was capable of making. 

Remaining Time -1:49 

Montembeault talks 'amazing' first career shutout for hometown 
Canadiens 

How was it symbolic of St. Louis’ impact? Well, if the 13th forward made 
a play like that, imagine what the other 12 — and all the defencemen — 
have been doing since the 46-year-old traded in his tracksuit for an 
Armani. 

This is a coach who came off a bantam bench and talked about how his 
adjustment to stepping behind an NHL one wouldn’t be as big as 
everyone was making it out to be. “Hockey is hockey,” he said at his 
introductory press conference. 

The Canadiens weren’t playing it through their first 45 games under 
Dominique Ducharme, but they’re playing it now. 

St. Louis said he wouldn’t box them in with a system. He said he believed 
more in concepts rather than systems. He asked the Canadiens to 
forecheck hard, backcheck harder, stay on top of their men, make reads, 
play on instinct, play with confidence, make the best play and not just a 
good play, play hockey, and just have fun. 

It’s simple stuff. 

But there’s beauty in simplicity. 

And I don’t know if what the Canadiens have been doing through St. 
Louis’ time as coach would be considered beautiful, but it sure is a lot 
prettier than what they were doing before. 

“We shut the brains off a little bit,” said Brett Kulak, who played a near-
flawless 26 shifts against the Sabres. “We’re not thinking about too much 
to do, and everyone’s kind of expressing their skills and their strengths 
kind of in different ways and different situations on the ice. It’s just 
clicking. 

"Things are working really well right now and I think we’re playing with 
more speed than we have all year. Everyone just looks kind of like a 
better player right now together and it’s been a big snowball effect over 
the last few days or so.” 

Yes, everyone. 

From Suzuki to Caufield — who combined for 17 points with Josh 
Anderson over the last three and a half games before Anderson left this 
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one in the second period after taking Casey Mittelstadt’s wrist shot in the 
cheekbone — to Kulak and Dauphin. The Canadiens are unshackled. 

“They’re great players, they’re in the NHL and, for me, it’s about meeting 
me halfway with the non-negotiable stuff — the game management, the 
puck management,” St. Louis said. “If they check the boxes there, I want 
them to play and trust their instincts. That’s why they’re in the NHL.” 

Remaining Time -1:14 

Anderson exits game after taking Mittelstadt shot to face 

That approach has inspired the confidence that’s led to this first four-
game winning streak (in the regular season) for the Canadiens since 
January of 2019. It's a confidence that Kulak said was brewing even 
through the first three losses under St. Louis. 

It remained intact after Paul Byron left with an upper-body injury early in 
the first period of Wednesday’s game. It remained unchanged even when 
Anderson went down late in the second. 

It stems partly from a commitment and engagement that’s been there for 
a fortnight. One that’s risen with each passing day. 

“I have a lot of buy-in from the players,” said St. Louis. “There’s a lot of 
winners in this team — the guys who take care of the team a lot. You win 
a lot of games with guys like that. It’s 4-0 and we’re blocking shots with 
one minute left. It’s fun to see how quickly the culture has progressed.” 

But St. Louis’ role in that progression is massive. It shouldn't be 
understated. 

The Canadiens lost too many games with the same guys and knocked 
themselves out of playoff contention well before he arrived. They didn’t 
look like the team that went to the Stanley Cup Final last summer, and 
they certainly didn’t look like winners. 

Even with that changed, no one is under the illusion they’re going to rattle 
off win after win over the final 30 games. 

But the coach who had zero professional experience prior has already 
broken through to every player on the roster, and he’s making the team 
look like one that will at least compete in all of them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Amid trade rumours, Canucks believe JT Miller could still 
fit into team's future 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetFebruary 23, 2022, 7:50 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — Patrik Allvin is no pyromaniac. As the J.T. Miller trade-
rumour inferno rages in various NHL markets, Allvin is nearer than 
almost anyone to the blaze. And the Vancouver Canucks general 
manager is holding a fire hose turned on full. 

Allvin said Wednesday that not only is there no urgency to auction off the 
team’s leading scorer before the March 21 trade deadline, the new GM 
sees Miller as a player the Canucks, ideally, should try to keep. 

The 28-year-old is under contract another season after this one at a 
bargain $5.25-million salary and isn’t eligible for unrestricted free agency 
until 2023. No wonder Allvin and Canucks president Jim Rutherford are 
in no hurry to trade their best forward. 

One of the Canucks' former managers, Brian Burke, pointed out a 
generation ago that things can change with one phone call. Burkie also 
referenced a payphone and moving the franchise, but you get the idea. 

Maybe the Toronto Maple Leafs or another team send a Brinks truck to 
the Canucks loaded with draft picks and A-level prospects to get Allvin to 
move Miller now, but the club isn’t exactly boxing up the forward’s sticks 
and skates and discounting No. 9 jerseys in the team store. 

Physical, fast, skilled and versatile, Miller is the kind of elite player teams 
build around. 

“Absolutely,” Allvin said. “We can control most of our players (contracts), 
except for Tyler Motte. In that regard, there is no rush at all. Regarding 
J.T. -- I've said it before -- I've been impressed with the way he plays, the 
way he cares. And I think he's been probably, since I've been here, the 
most consistent player. 

“I think that's probably something we're planning as a staff, to sit down 
together this summer and see which guys are going into the last year of 
their deals. We want to see where they are, their mindset and what they 
want to do and if there is a fit here.” 

One of the factors driving conjecture about Miller, besides a formidable 
and versatile skillset that has him on pace for a career-best season after 
53 points in Vancouver’s first 50 games, is his age. The American turns 
29 in March, will be 30 when his contract expires, and may be too old 
during his next deal to align with the evolution of a Canucks team built on 
a foundation of players now in their early- to mid-20s. 

But Allvin believes Miller could still fit the team’s future. 

“I hope so,” he said. “With his mindset and his drive, I hope he has 
another level to reach, too. I think he's probably matured a lot over the 
last couple of years, and I hope he knows how to take care of his body 
and you hope he can still find another level.” 

Canucks Hour 

Jamie Dodd and Thomas Drance dive deep on the issues that matter for 
any die-hard Canucks fan, bringing comprehensive coverage and 
exclusive interviews. 

| Listen to the latest episode of the show here 

| Follow Jamie Dodd on Twitter 

| Follow Thomas Drance on Twitter 

What is indisputable amid the debate around Miller and others is that the 
Canucks, operating in LTIR and likely to miss the playoffs for the sixth 
time in seven seasons, are facing a salary-cap crisis. Both Rutherford 
and Allvin have said it is critically important for the Canucks to create 
some cap flexibility. 

Motte, the speedy, tenacious checker and penalty-killer who is playing 
the best hockey of his career, is one of only two Canuck regulars due to 
become a UFA after this season. Backup goalie Jaroslav Halak is the 
other, and he has a full no-movement clause. Depth players Brad Hunt 
and Alex Chiasson will also be UFAs. 

Allvin echoed Rutherford’s statement last month that the Canucks can’t 
afford to lose UFAs for nothing if there’s value in trading them, which was 
a key organizational failing during Jim Benning’s seven years as GM. 

“I definitely agree with that, and especially in the position where we are 
right now,” Allvin said. “We're not in the playoffs even. Coming from 
Pittsburgh, it’s different where you have Kris Letang, Evgeni Malkin and 
Bryan Rust going through the last year of their contracts. But they're still 
a top team in the league and maybe you push through there because you 
have a chance to win. 

“We're in a different situation here. We're not there right now, so I would 
not feel comfortable seeing players just walk away and you don't get 
anything in return. But it’s easier said than done.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

In his interview with Sportsnet, Allvin said he likes what he has seen from 
Bruce Boudreau, but it’s too early to talk about what should be done with 
the head coach who arrived in Vancouver eight weeks before the GM. 

Besides making a decision on Motte, Allvin must stickhandle impending 
restricted free agent Brock Boeser and the $7.5-million qualifying offer 
the winger is due. The QO is not only a non-starter for the Canucks as a 
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launch point for a future contract, but a major drag on Boeser’s trade 
value. 

As with Miller, however, the Canucks can take time on the Boeser file by 
seeing how things play out this summer and try to re-sign him long-term 
at an average salary significantly lower than his qualifying offer. 

But eventually, Allvin will have to make difficult and unpopular choices 
about who stays and who goes. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “That's the tough part in this business. I mean, you 
want to believe in your players, and you want to believe that they're going 
to get better and all that. But at some point, you've just got to face the 
reality.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs prospect Amirov on brain tumour diagnosis: 'I 
want to stay positive' 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNICFebruary 23, 2022, 9:10 AM 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs prospect Rodion Amirov has one incredibly 
important goal: 

“I want to stay positive, and I want people to think positively about me.” 

The Maple Leafs announced on Wednesday that, while undergoing 
treatment for another injury, Amirov was diagnosed with a brain tumour 
and will not play the rest of this season. The obvious reaction is to be 
extremely concerned for him, but Amirov wants none of that. 

“There are many other people that have their own sicknesses or 
illnesses. I want to show by example that I can give people hope,” Amirov 
told Sportsnet. 

Amirov thinks about Brian Boyle, who played in the 2018 NHL All-Star 
Game, receiving an enormous ovation after being diagnosed with a form 
of bone marrow cancer. Five months later, Boyle won the Masterton 
Trophy for perseverance and dedication to hockey. 

“Stay positive because it can get better and it will get better, you have to 
have that mentality,” Boyle told NHLPA.com's Chris Lomon last 
November. “In my experience, cancer patients don’t want to feel like 
people feel sorry for them. Show the world what you have, what you’re 
made of, and be brave. And never quit. Never, ever give up.” 

Amirov thinks of Oskar Lindblom, last year’s Masterton winner. Nine 
months after being diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma in December 2019, 
Lindblom played for Philadelphia in the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoff bubble 
against the New York Islanders. 

“When you see people getting inspired from you, sending you a text, 
sending you a DM on Instagram, you get even more positive because 
you know you’re helping people out,” Lindblom told Sports Illustrated in 
July 2020. 

Amirov hopes putting some of his own skates or workouts on social 
media will similarly inspire others. He mentions it several times during the 
Zoom call. 

“They can see what I am doing, they hopefully take some positives. I am 
positive. I want to feel that I can play in the best hockey league in the 
world.” (His agent, Dan Milstein, acts as a translator during this 
conversation.) 

Amirov also thinks about Canadian snowboarder Max Parrot. Ten 
months after winning a silver medal at the 2018 Winter Olympics, Parrot 
was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He recovered to win a gold 
and a bronze at this month’s Olympics in Beijing. 

“Every time I strap my feet on to my snowboard, I appreciate it so much 
more than before,” Parrot said earlier this month. “You’re smiling more, 
everything’s more positive.” 

Amirov asked for — and received — Parrot’s contact information. He will 
reach out now that the Olympics are over. 

Amirov thinks about another Russian, Alisa Kleybanova, who reached as 
high as No. 20 on the women’s tennis tour. In July 2011, Kleybanova 
announced she had stage 2 Hodgkin’s lymphoma. In 2012, she 
announced her return by posting a 6-0, 6-0 “victory” over the disease on 
her website. Kleybanova got back into the top 100 after dropping to 
549th. In 2017, she and fellow Hodgkin’s survivor Victoria Duval 
combined to win a doubles event in Texas. 

That’s what drives Rodion Amirov: Boyle, Lindblom, Parrot and 
Kleybanova all refused to give up. They inspired others. That’s what he 
wants to do. And that’s what he’s going to do. 

--- 

At this point in the conversation, Amirov pauses to say thank you. He 
thanks the Maple Leafs. He thanks his KHL team, Salavat Yulaev Ufa. 
He thanks them for their “unconditional support.” Both organizations are 
doing everything to get him the best possible care, and both kept news of 
his condition private until he was ready to reveal it. 

To see Amirov in our interview, you wouldn’t know anything was wrong. 
He smiles often, laughs easily. 

Toronto drafted Amirov 15th overall in 2020 with a pick acquired from 
Pittsburgh in the Kasperi Kapanen trade. 

“I knew I was going to be taken somewhere around where the Leafs were 
going to be drafting,” Amirov said. “I was honoured to be drafted by 
them.” 

“I knew two days prior to the draft when [GM] Kyle Dubas called and 
wanted to know how to pronounce his name,” Milstein laughed. 

The left winger followed his draft year with nine goals and 13 points in 39 
games in his 19-year-old season in the KHL. He was named best forward 
as Russia won the 2020 Karjala Cup, an international tournament also 
featuring the Czech Republic, Finland and Sweden. He stayed in close 
communication with Toronto. It wasn’t uncommon to receive texts from 
Dubas, seeing how things were going. Salavat Yulaev beat Traktor 
Chelyabinsk 4-1 in the opening round of the 2021 playoffs before being 
swept by Eastern Conference top seed Ak Bars Kazan. When his season 
concluded, Amirov took a few weeks off before flying to Canada and 
skating with the Maple Leafs’ taxi squad last spring. 

“After I was drafted, everything was Toronto Maple Leafs,” Amirov said. 
“When I came to Toronto, I saw it all first-hand. My ultimate dream.” 

On May 31st of last year, Amirov was 8,400 kilometres from home, 
attending his first NHL game. Smiling at the memory, he’s moving his 
arms to illustrate walking the hallways: 

“Somebody escorted me through the [concourse]. I came out in the 
stands, and I couldn’t believe it. I took out my camera and started 
recording, sending the videos to all my friends and family.” 

As Toronto played Game 7 of its first-round playoff series against 
Montreal, Amirov visualized himself playing against the Canadiens. 

“I was imagining what I’d do in this situation, or that situation,” he said. 

The Maple Leafs planned for Amirov to play the 2021-22 season in the 
KHL and challenge for an NHL spot next season. On Sept. 29, during a 
3-2 win over Avtomobilist, he suffered a collarbone injury and a 
concussion from a hit into the boards. 

Three days later, Amirov turned 20. His recovery took nine weeks. 

It is not uncommon for injured Russian players to go to Germany for 
diagnosis and/or treatment. Amirov went to Dusseldorf to be examined. 
He returned to action on Dec. 6 against Admiral Vladivostok with an 
assist in a 4-2 win, but only lasted two shifts. 

That was followed by two more weeks off, before playing six games from 
Dec. 20-Jan. 3. He scored in a 3-2 win over Moscow Spartak on Dec. 22. 

German doctors had seen something that concerned them and wanted 
Amirov to undergo further testing. Amirov felt good enough to play, and 
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Omicron’s spread complicated travel. However, in the days after the Jan. 
3 game, he experienced dizziness and blurred vision. 

Once given clearance to enter the country, Amirov returned to Germany 
in late January. They received the official diagnosis of a brain tumour on 
Jan. 28. Understandably, he and his family needed time to process the 
results. But that didn’t mean he was going to stop training. 

No chance. No way. Skating three times a week and workouts daily. 

“After not skating for a while, being on the ice, it’s like you’re on your own 
plate,” Amirov said, a Russian expression akin to “being on your own 
pond.” 

He just finished his first week of chemotherapy. Some of the medication 
gave him nausea, but otherwise he feels good. 

“I’m living a normal life. I’m continuing to practise, to skate, to go to the 
gym. The doctors support [that] I continue on. I shoot, work on my hands, 
basically the same drills I would do normally, but by myself.” 

Amirov is a member of a Protestant Evangelical church. He and his 
parents found a place of worship in Germany, and regularly attend mass. 

“My faith in God gives me the strength and confidence to believe I will 
overcome,” Amirov said. 

His father stayed with him. His mother just arrived, bringing Amirov’s 
Maltipoo, Shanya. 

So much of our conversation is not about cancer. He talks about so many 
things any other young player would happily discuss, including favourite 
NHL players, past and present: first mentioning Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner, followed by Igor Larionov, Evgeni Malkin, Nikita Kucherov, 
Cale Makar and Nathan MacKinnon. We spoke of his time in Toronto, 
including a fishing trip and a day in Niagara Falls. At the end of his stay, 
restaurants re-opened for outdoor dining. He went for a meal with former 
NHLer Nik Antropov’s son and daughter and talked fondly about meeting 
a Russian waitress who served them. 

Last summer, Amirov went to a beach where some of Milstein’s clients 
had previously visited. 

“It was [Amirov’s] first trip there, he recognized the area where Datysuk, 
Kucherov and Vasilevskiy worked out,” the agent said, referring to videos 
that were posted on Instagram. “He was running, doing those same drills, 
saying, ‘Such-and-such was here.’” 

He wants to do that again. He’s determined to do it again. In the videos 
he sent for this piece, and during our Zoom call, he looks like any other 
20-year-old. That’s how he wants all of us to see him. 

“Never give up,” he said to end our conversation. “The challenges you 
are given in life are for you to overcome. 

“Always stay positive.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / “WE’RE STILL PUSHING”  

 

By Ryan Dixon , 

 

Chris George knows what it’s like to be the only Black player in the 
dressing room. Now, as an advisor to the Hockey Diversity Alliance, he’s 
harnessing boardroom skills to help make hockey more inclusive. 

C hris George is an optimist. The long-ago Colorado Avalanche draft pick 
has used his smarts, grit and people-person charisma to build a 
wonderful post-hockey Bay Street career. His chin-up approach, though, 
is by no means the result of walking a pleasant path to get where he is; 
this is a person who has felt the brunt of racism in ways both openly 
violent and harder to detect. 

In the past few years, George began examining his life experiences in 
greater depth — from being the only Black kid in a dressing room to the 
only Black man in a boardroom — and his takeaways have helped propel 
him into action. He’s part of the BlackNorth Initiative, which aims to 
remove anti-Black systemic barriers with a business-first mindset. He’s 
also part of the Hockey Diversity Alliance’s advisory group, comprised of 
people from different disciplines who support the front-facing NHL stars 
headlining the organization. A family man and wealth advisor who will 
turn 45 this year, George says he continues to learn things about himself 
and our flawed society through the work he’s doing. Expect the education 
and the effort to continue. 

Hockey For All 

Scotiabank believes Canada’s game should be for all Canadians. That’s 
why they are on a mission to make hockey more diverse, more inclusive 
and more accessible for all. 

See how we’re changing the game 

SPORTSNET: How did the Hockey Diversity Alliance come into your life? 

CHRIS GEORGE: I’ve been on Bay Street for 20 years and have always 
done some work with athletes. My phone rang in May or June [of 2020] 
and it was some of the boys [I already knew] and the next thing I knew I 
was on a Zoom call. I remember I was up at the cottage and I had to 
cancel a tee time. I thought, “I think I have to take this call.” And I’m on a 
Zoom call with all these icons of Black hockey, like Trevor Daley, Wayne 
Simmonds and Matt Dumba. I had a pretty good relationship with Nazem 
Kadri, but it was kind of introducing myself a little bit to the gang. I told 
them about some of my work in the community with BlackNorth and 
some of the stuff we were working on. And then they explained their 
vision and explained where they were as an organization and I’m like, “If 
you guys are looking for a Black hockey player on Bay Street to help you 
out, I think it’s going to be a short interview process — it’s me.” So after 
some chuckles, we ended up talking about what we can do to help. We 
just kind of organically connected the dots and put together a team to 
support the players. 

What is the role of that supportive group? 

You have to remember — and I think we sometimes lose this perspective 
— these are very young organizations. Even BlackNorth, it’s been barely 
two years. We’ve accomplished so much, but they’re still young 
organizations. I think the role of our group as advisors for the HDA was to 
help the players efficiently structure and offer some business guidance to 
the group, and then to activate resources or connections we had that 
could support their vision. 

What was your experience like growing up in the 1980s and ’90s as, 
usually, the only Black kid in a hockey dressing room? 

I don’t think it was something that I focused on, it was just a reality. I was 
a Black kid from Mississauga. I was fortunate enough to go to private 
school, which is also a white environment, and I played AAA hockey and 
I went to [and played hockey at] Western University, then I came to Bay 
Street. I was typically one of the few Black people in the room, and until 
I’ve had this recent moment to pause and really reflect I just never paid it 
that much mind. 

It was just a battle I had — and maybe it’s even just the hockey mentality 
— but you put your head down and you do your best. I was always very 
goal-oriented and I was just focused on what I could control and the 
outcomes. I think now that I’m a 45-year-old man, I look back with a little 
more perspective and I see that perhaps some chips were stacked 
against me and some situations were more difficult for me — perhaps 
they made me stronger. We always talk about how, any hockey player, 
you play in the OHL, it’s a school of hard knocks and if you can make it, 
you can figure out how to build a business on Bay Street. 

And then I’ve taken it one step further and realized if we have this 
opportunity where we have unprecedented support — especially north of 
the border, corporate Canada specifically — let’s pause and be 
deliberate as a community with how we guide them to support and make 
sure the journey is more equitable for the next generation. I really believe 
that’s what we’re doing. 

If the way racism affected you in the moment wasn’t always clear, what’s 
it been like to cast back and see things in a different light? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 24, 2022 

 

One [instance] I remember very clearly: it was after George Floyd, [an 
unarmed Black man, was killed by Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin in May 2020], after the HDA had had some success. I was 
sitting down with some of my former teammates from the OHL. I won’t 
use names, but these are just great friends, 30-year relationships, and 
we were talking about our time in the OHL. I mentioned something about 
how a coach did not have a problem with me and all three of them — like 
the record skipped — and they looked at me like, “What are you talking 
about?” All three of them said, “I remember when I was a 16-year-old boy 
and my dad asked, ‘Why does the coach treat Georgie like that?’” And I 
didn’t realize it; I don’t think my dad was aware of it. That was just my 
reality. But now, as a 45-year-old man, my colleagues and peers and 
friends are like, “Yeah, Georgie, I remember my dad said you were 
treated differently.” 

For that moment to happen, there clearly must have just been a different 
environment when I was around, and those are the things that, as I 
double-click on make me realize my path was different. My path has 
worked out fine, but I would like to be part of creating a different path for 
the next generation. Three white guys who I played with in the OHL 
reflecting on the glory days and we just kind of double clicked on what I 
thought was a normal relationship with a coach and they thought I was 
wrong. 

Remaining Time -1:30 

Hockey For All: ‘Assisting the future’ 

Can you explain what happened to you when you were a student-athlete 
in London, Ont. playing for the Western Mustangs? 

I was walking down the street and I was attacked by a biker. It started 
with racial slurs and it got very violent and I got, literally, knocked 
unconscious. He had brass knuckles on. I had stitches all over my head. 
And it was right downtown, almost at the steps of my apartment. It was 
disgusting. I was knocked unconscious, lying limp on the sidewalk. I 
[ended up being] okay, but I had to miss hockey because of a concussion 
and because I couldn’t put my helmet on, I had so many stitches in my 
head. I just remember thinking that I didn’t want to get in trouble and get 
kicked off the team for being that Black guy who is causing trouble. It was 
a scenario that I look back at and think, “How could I feel that guilt or 
concern?” The emotions I should have been going through should have 
been much different. If my kids were jumped on the street, we would do 
everything [to find the perpetrator and report the crime]. Nobody got 
charged, nothing was reported. And I was thankful that I didn’t get in 
trouble. 

That’s truly terrifying. Can you describe some of the less overt ways 
you’ve been impacted? 

As a Black athlete — and a big personality in most environments — part 
of what I end up trying to do is assimilating. As much as my Black 
individualism can be — should be — an advantage [because it brings 
diversity to a team], I didn’t really feel that and I always just tried to blend 
in because I had had a life where if you stick out too far, if you do 
something that isn’t in line, you’re cut or you’re called a bad apple — you 
get painted with that brush and that’s what happens very often. There are 
so many stories in sports where things that could be understood as being 
Black can be misunderstood as being disruptive. That’s a cultural thing 
and that’s something we’re evolving to get through, but we need 
guidance. If you want the strength diversity can bring to your team or 
your company, you need to learn how to embrace that and let those 
people bring their strength authentically. And that’s something that I’m 
still trying to do. I actually feel in the last couple years, I’ve further 
matured into a confidence where I can finally really be myself. I’m in a 
place and we’re in a moment where it’s being appreciated. People are 
asking me for my help and they’re [trying to] understand my perspective 
even more. 

Seeing the way the HDA players have thrown themselves into the cause, 
it sure seems like the organization is in great hands. 

I couldn’t agree more. When I was a professional athlete in my 20s, I 
don’t know if I had the presence of mind or the strength to be taking the 
time to do the work these guys are doing. This is a very big moment and 
these are young men — we forget, most of them are in their 20s — 
professional athletes living the dream, and you have no idea the amount 
of work these guys are putting in behind the scenes. The passion, the 

emotion; this is an opportunity that professional athletes could easily 
pass on and let it go by. The HDA players, those are nine players who 
said, “This is my opportunity” and they grabbed the conch and they’re 
running with it. It’s inspiring. It sounds cliché, but I’m literally just so 
happy to be able to help. 

Working for equality is all about improving things for as many people 
possible, now and in the future. That said, I’m sure it’s been rewarding to 
throw yourself into such meaningful endeavours? 

There’s a lot of good energy, and I don’t think we’re at the rewarding 
stage yet. We’re 20 months into this journey with the HDA and it hasn’t 
been rewarding yet — we’re still pushing. It’s nice to know we’re pushing 
in a direction that will be impactful, but the next stage, when we’re 
launching more programming, when we’re executing the plans — which 
is where we’re finally getting to — I think that will be the moment where 
you can finally take a breath and look back and say, “Okay guys, this is 
what you’ve done — this is what we’ve done — for the past two years 
and now look, there’s 10,000 kids we’re impacting.” That’s why [Matt 
Dumba] gave that speech [during the 2020 playoffs]. All of those little 
moments help get us to where we’re going to be. 

You’ll hear my optimistic tone, but change does take time. When you find 
partners that you can set the example and tone with, then it’s easier for 
others to follow. We’ve been lucky that we’ve had some partners who 
have jumped beside the HDA immediately — Scotiabank, Kraft, 
Budweiser. BlackNorth, 500 companies signed the pledge [having their 
CEOs commit to addressing systemic anti-Black racism in their 
organizations]. Once the momentum goes in that direction, you’re going 
to be an outlier if you’re not supporting the growth. I think the snowball is 
rolling in the right direction. 
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TSN.CA / Treliving ‘goes with gut’ in hiring ex-Ducks GM Murray as scout 

 

Salim Valji 

 

A little over three months after he resigned as general manager of the 
Anaheim Ducks amid a team investigation of workplace misconduct 
allegations levelled against him, Bob Murray is back in the NHL. 

The Calgary Flames have hired Murray to scout NHL teams in California, 
as well as evaluate the Flames’ American Hockey League affiliate in 
Stockton. 

The arrangement has been in the works for several weeks and will be re-
evaluated at the end of the season, the Flames announced Wednesday.  

The 67-year-old Murray was initially placed on administrative leave by 
the Ducks on Nov. 9, 2021, after the allegation of improper professional 
conduct was reported via the National Hockey League’s abuse hotline. 

The Flames consulted with both the league and the Ducks organization 
before hiring Murray, who during the time of his resignation said he would 
enter an alcohol abuse program.  

“There’s no perfect answer other than you do your homework,” Flames 
general manager Brad Treliving said, when asked about the accusations 
levied against Murray during his tenure with the Ducks, and Murray being 
out of the league for less than four months. 

“You do your homework to see exactly what’s gone on there. I’m sure 
Bob would be the first one to say that he’s made some mistakes. He has 
paid a price. He’s no longer the manager of a team and I think it’s been a 
time where he’s done a lot of reflection…he’s absolutely accountable 
when you talk to him.” 

The Flames declined to make Murray available for an interview. 

"I want to apologize to anyone adversely affected by my behaviour,” 
Murray said in a statement at the time of his resignation. “I vow to make 
changes to my life, starting with enrolling in a treatment program. …As I 
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step away from the Ducks, I will focus my attention on where it should be: 
improving my life for the betterment of my family and friends." 

Murray and Treliving have known each other since Treliving was a young 
hockey executive in the early 2000s. Treliving said that Murray is in a 
healthy place. 

“He’s an honest man and I felt like he’s accountable for what’s 
happened,” Treliving said. “We learn from our past and learn from our 
mistakes, but we also have to look forward and try to be better. If we can 
help in that process, we certainly want to do that.” 

Murray helps fill the void left by former Flames pro scout Derek Clancey, 
who was recently hired by the Vancouver Canucks as an assistant 
general manager. 

Treliving views Murray as a complement to the team’s current scouting 
staff and someone who can offer different perspectives on players. 

“In my opinion, Bob has been one of the most successful hockey 
executives in the past decade,” Treliving said. “Bob, as a manager, is 
one of the best talent evaluators in the game. That’s a real strength of 
his. He’s really strong at identifying talent, whether it be on the amateur 
side or the pro side.” 

The Flames, according to Treliving, can also help Murray, who was the 
Ducks’ senior vice-president when Anaheim won the Stanley Cup in 
2007.  

“As much as we think he can help us, we think we can help him get him 
going a little bit and bring some more normalcy into his life,” Treliving 
said. “He’s not managing a team or anything. We’re going to take it real 
slow.” 

Treliving is aware of the possible backlash in bringing Murray aboard but 
feels that he deserved another opportunity to work in the league. 

“People can criticize, but ultimately you believe in your gut that this is a 
good man who you want to help and give an opportunity to,” Treliving 
said.   
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TSN.CA / It’s business as usual as Flames close in on franchise record 

 

Salim Valji 

 

With franchise history hanging in the balance, the Calgary Flames aren’t 
getting caught up in the hype. 

The Flames have won 10 straight and can set a franchise record with 
their 11th victory in a row on Thursday evening in Vancouver. Calgary is 
now four points up on the Vegas Golden Knights for the Pacific Division 
lead, despite having played two fewer games, and sit second in the 
Western Conference with 66 points.  

Despite an impressive few weeks in an already impressive season, the 
team says Thursday’s game (and all it entails) will only matter if the team 
gets two points. 

“I don’t put much stock in 10 in a row unless it’s the playoffs,” head coach 
Darryl Sutter said after their victory on Monday versus the Winnipeg Jets 
that tied the franchise record. 

On Wednesday, the coach held firm with that message – Thursday 
against the Canucks does not represent potential franchise history, but 
rather two points in the Pacific Division standings. 

“The fact is we haven’t played a road game in three weeks,” he said. “I 
don’t think we have played very well the last two or three games and 
we’re playing a divisional game tomorrow.” 

Goaltender Jacob Markstrom, a likely candidate for the Vezina given his 
stellar season, said the buzz from media and fans surrounding the streak 
exists outside the Flames locker room – not within it. 

“We don’t talk about it at all,” he said. “I think it’s more [media] that talk 
about it and make a big deal out of it. I don’t read much. I watch games 
but I don’t really watch a lot of sports panels…in the room, our focus is 
pretty clear, next game and short memory. As soon as the game is over, 
you prepare for the next game.” 

“To be honest with you, tomorrow is a huge game for us standings-wise 
and all the rest of it is a bonus,” added defenceman Erik Gudbranson. 
“It’s cool for you guys for sure…the bigger goal is to come back with two 
points against a tough team in a tough building and get our game 
straightened out and keep pushing the pace forward and growing our 
game to where we want it to be at the end of the season.” 

“Every day is a new day,” defenceman Chris Tanev said. “Whatever has 
happened in the past is in the past. That day, you’re trying to win and 
move forward from there.” 

Despite being in first place in the division, Sutter hasn’t minced words 
about his team’s need to continue improving and sharpening itself if it 
wants to make the playoffs. 

“There’s always areas you can get better at,” Sutter said.  “There was a 
stretch of games [during the streak] where we were scoring lots of goals, 
but it was in bunches or good breaks, which happens, but then lately we 
haven’t been. Sometimes you get too passive at the net and pretty, 
instead of the way that works.” 

“We’ve let a few things slip and we have to dial our game back,” 
Gudbranson said. 

Centre Elias Lindholm has shone recently and opened hockey fans’ eyes 
with his two-way play. Despite a 78-point campaign in 2018-19 and 
garnering Selke Trophy votes in two of the past three years, he’s flown 
under the radar outside of Calgary – but perhaps no longer. 

The Swede has scored in eight straight (tying a franchise record set by 
Kent Nilsson and Gary Roberts) and was named one of the league’s 
Stars Of The Week for his efforts. During the Flames’ winning streak, 
he’s tallied 16 points and is plus-12. 

"It's just a good feeling. You have confidence and you feel like you have 
a chance on every shot," said Lindholm. 

Lindholm’s impact goes well beyond the goals column. He’s a fixture in 
all situations, and the team’s go-to matchup centre, regularly squaring off 
against the league’s best players. 

“Ever since I came here, Lindy’s been our best and most consistent 
player probably,” Tanev said. “He does it up and down the ice, in all three 
zones, and against the other team’s top competition. He goes unnoticed 
maybe because he’s playing with Johnny [Gaudreau] and [Matthew 
Tkachuk], who are also obviously extremely talented and great players. 
He does all the little things that people at home might notice.” 

"Goal scoring is one thing, lots of guys are scoring goals, but don't score 
big goals or at playoff time, don't get scoring chances," said Sutter. 
"[Lindholm] scores big goals, which usually translates into the next part." 

The next part, for the Flames as a whole, is playing the right way in 
preparation for meaningful hockey in the spring. 

“When you get into the last 20 and 30 games, the teams that are going to 
be playoff teams play a certain way,” Sutter said. “The teams that aren’t, 
their players play for goals, assists, or maybe not to get hurt. So, you 
have to be consistent and it’s my responsibility to make sure they don’t 
get away from it.” 
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