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Canes give update on defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s injury. Here’s how long he might be 
out 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes could be without defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo for a month, if not longer. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday that 
DeAngelo, who had been on the top defensive pairing with 
Jaccob Slavin much of the season, suffered an injury in his 
midsection during the game Monday in Philadelphia. 

DeAngelo left the game in the second period after getting off 
a heavy slapshot, but Brind’Amour said the injury may have 
occurred before that and the impact of the puck “pushed it 
over the edge.” 

With nine goals and 31 assists in 43 games, DeAngelo is tied 
for third in scoring on the Canes and has ranked among the 
NHL leaders for defensemen. He has quarterbacked the first 
power-play unit and has 16 power-play points while giving 
the lineup some extra bite with his aggressiveness. 

“It’s a tough blow because he’s obviously a big part of what’s 
going on,” Brind’Amour said after practice Thursday. “But 

every team seems to have it and you’ve got to deal with it. 
It’s next guy up and you’ve got to step in.” 

The news was better Thursday for injured defenseman 
Brendan Smith, who was hit in the side of the head with a 
shot during the road game Sunday against Pittsburgh. 

Brind’Amour said Smith could begin working out soon while 
adding the veteran “would need some time to heal.” 

“We’re more optimistic on the time frame,” Brind’Amour said. 

With DeAngelo out, Brind’Amour had Slavin paired with Brett 
Pesce during practice at PNC Arena. Jalen Chatfield, 
recalled Wednesday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, 
was paired with Brady Skjei and Ian Cole with Ethan Bear. 

Chatfield played seven games with the Canes in late 
November and early December before being sent back to the 
Wolves. His play was solid enough to earn a new two-year 
contract extension with Carolina, the second year (2023-24) 
being a one-way deal. 

 

 

Hurricanes' Tony DeAngelo out close to a month with upper-body injury 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo will miss 
about a month because of an injury in his midsection, coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said Thursday. 

DeAngelo last played Monday against the Philadelphia 
Flyers but left the game after just under seven minutes of 
ice-time due to the injury. He has nine goals and 40 points in 
43 games for the Hurricanes this season.  

"It's a tough blow, he's obviously a big part of what's been 
going on," Brind'Amour said. "But every team seems to have 
to deal with it and it is what it is." 

The defenseman joined the Hurricanes as a free agent this 
past offseason after spending four seasons with the New 
York Rangers. In 249 career games, DeAngelo has 33 goals 
and 146 career points spread across three teams: the 
Hurricanes, Rangers and Arizona Coyotes.  

Carolina called up Jalen Chatfield and he practiced with the 
team Thursday. 

How much has DeAngelo meant to the Hurricanes this 
season? 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: The Hurricanes had two 
problems to solve after letting Dougie Hamilton walk: blue-
line production and keeping the power play intact. DeAngelo 

showed flashes of potential in both aspects throughout his 
young career, but he has exceeded expectations in his stint 
with the Canes. Even after losing almost a month to COVID-
19 protocol, his 40 points rank eighth among all NHL 
defensemen — all for $1 million.  

Losing him as a power-play quarterback is going to be brutal 
for the Canes down the stretch, and they've got one of the 
hardest second-half schedules in the league to boot. 

Who will have to step up in his absence? 

Civian: Could a mystery man step up in DeAngelo's 
absence? The only positive of this injury is the timing — less 
than a month before the trade deadline. The Canes had 
already been looking at the robust defense market, although 
they weren't committed to making a move for the sake of it. 
That could change with half of their top pairing out for an 
extended period of time.  

That said, he's expected to return before the playoffs, and 
he's only unloading $1 million, so the juice may not be worth 
the squeeze. The Canes are atop the Metro, and as tight as 
the race is, it would take an unprecedented collapse to kick 
them out of a playoff spot. For now, they've called up 
Chatfield, who performed well in his seven NHL games last 
season.
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Two years after trade, Trocheck ‘loves it’ with Hurricanes 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Vincent Trocheck seemed surprised to find out 
Thursday that it was the second anniversary of the trade that 
brought him to Raleigh. 

“It feels longer, honestly,” he said. 

Feb. 24, 2020, was a frantic deadline day for the Hurricanes. 
On top of acquiring Trocheck from Florida for four players — 
Erik Haula, Lucas Wallmark, Eetu Luostarinen and Chase 
Priskie — Carolina traded a first-round pick to the Rangers 
for defenseman Brady Skjei. The Hurricanes also acquired 
Sami Vatanen from New Jersey as a playoff rental. 

It was as busy a day for Trocheck as it was for the Carolina 
front office. 

“I got a call at 7 a.m.,” he said. “We were in Vegas. The 
(Florida) GM at the time, Dale Tallon, called me and 
informed me that I was getting traded here. It was just a long 
day of travel from Vegas to North Carolina. Played the next 
night.” 

On top of the impact on him, he had plenty going on at home 
as well. 

“My wife was pregnant at the time, and she had (their son) 
Leo down there in Florida,” he said. 

Then COVID-19 intervened. 

“On her way up, (the team was) on our way back from New 
York, and I wasn’t sure if she should come because I didn’t 
want to get her sick and I didn’t know if I had it or what the 
whole deal was,” he added. “So it was pretty hectic with 
everything going on during that time.” 

The Trocheck trade will go down as a positive for both the 
Hurricanes and Panthers. Carolina got a much-needed right-
handed center who could ease Jordan Staal’s workload and 
also provide some grit to a team that had sometimes lacked 
it. 

“I don’t think anybody likes playing against him,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jake Gardiner said the day of the trade. “He’s 
one of those guys, he kind of does it all. … He’s just kind of a 
pest out there. He finishes his checks, kind of annoying to 
play against. So he’s a guy who you definitely want on your 
team.” 

In 104 regular season games with Carolina, Trocheck has 32 
goals and 48 assists for 80 points. He’s had five points in 17 

postseason games after playing just two playoff games in 
six-plus seasons with Florida. 

Both Haula and Wallmark have moved on from the Panthers, 
and Priskie has been a depth defenseman with four NHL 
games in Florida. 

Luostarinen, the 42nd overall pick by Carolina in 2017, has 
been the key return for the Panthers. He’s played 91 games 
for Florida, totaling 11 goals and 23 points in a bottom-six 
role. He’s also cost-controlled: Luostarinen, 23, is in the final 
year of his entry-level contract and should get a small pay 
bump this offseason as an arbitration-eligible RFA. 

Trocheck, meanwhile, could be playing his final season in 
Raleigh. 

In the final year of a six-year, $28.5 million contract, 
Trocheck is set to hit the open market for the first time this 
offseason two days after his 29th birthday. With new 
contracts due to Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Martin Necas and 
Ethan Bear, and big decisions on big-ticket players Tony 
DeAngelo and Nino Niederreiter, Trocheck would likely need 
to take a team-friendly deal to stay Carolina. 

Trocheck and his representation have talked to the 
Hurricanes about a contract extension, but “nothing too 
concrete.” 

“It’s just a matter of if they can make it happen,” he said. 

There’s no doubt he’s been a fit for coach Rod Brind’Amour’s 
system and been as advertised. 

“Pretty much perception was reality,” Brind’Amour said of 
Trocheck. “We knew the player pretty well, played against 
him a lot over the years. And the thing that always stood out 
was just that compete and (he) just wanted to win. And that 
certainly was the reality when we got him.” 

And the grit factor? There were no surprises there either. 

“He was always in it when you play against him,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He was always around it. There’s always 
something. … He’s brought what we thought we were going 
to get.” 

While Trocheck said a new contract is something he doesn’t 
want to worry too much about as the team pursues a Stanley 
Cup, he made it clear he has Carolina on his mind for the 
long haul. 

“I obviously want to stay here,” he said. “I love it here. My 
family loves it here.” 
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DeAngelo, Smith To Miss Time Due To Injuries 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes returned to 
practice Thursday, getting back on the ice for the first time 
since earning an overtime victory Monday afternoon in 
Philadelphia. 

Two players that were not with the team for today's skate 
were Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith, both of whom will 
miss a chunk of time per Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour. 

DeAngelo, who leads all Carolina defensemen with his 40 
points in 43 games, will miss "about a month" per 
Brind'Amour. The first-year Cane left Monday's win over 
Philadelphia just four minutes into the second period after 
letting go a slap shot from the blue line just seconds into his 
shift. He would not return and today the reigning Jack Adams 
Award winner said that it was an injury to his midsection that 
will now cause him to be out of the lineup until approximately 
March 24. Describing it as "long-term", Brind'Amour said that 
DeAngelo had experienced some discomfort before the shot 
attempt, then that was what "pushed it over the edge". 

As for Smith, the head coach said it was better news, 
however, there was no exact timeframe offered. Sharing that 
the medical staff is treating it as a concussion but the issue is 
"more on his skull", the left-handed defenseman blocked a 
shot during the first period of the team's victory over 
Pittsburgh on Sunday. 

Smith may be able to start working out in a few days, but, 
again, Brind'Amour concluded by saying that he'll be "out a 
while". 

So, in comes Jalen Chatfield, recalled from AHL Chicago on 
Wednesday. 

Inked to a two-year extension this time last month, the tall 
right-handed defenseman skated alongside Brady Skjei at 
today's practice. Donning his #64, Chatfield has played in 
seven games with the big club already this season. 
Recording an assist in the team's victory over Winnipeg on 
December 7, the rangy defender has also published 11 
points in 30 games with Chicago this year. 

"I'm just going to take it game-by-game and give it my all out 
there," Chatfield said of the presumed big opportunity for 
him. "It's a different league and different team, kind of, but 
we play the same systems in Chicago. You know what you 
have to do, you know your job, you know your role." 

With Chatfield skating alongside Skjei, this marks the first 
time since Brett Pesce missed time due to COVID-19 in 
November and December that the Skjei and Pesce will not 
be paired together. Pesce was bumped up to the top pair 
with Jaccob Slavin, while Ian Cole and Ethan Bear rounded 
out the unit of six. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Blue Jackets 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will look to add 
some room to their first place lead tonight, when they meet 
the Columbus Blue Jackets for the fourth and final time this 
season. 

When: Friday, February 25, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 35-11-4 (74 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Monday, February 21. 

Blue Jackets Record: 27-23-1 (55 Points, 5th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Blue Jackets Last Game: 6-3 Win over the Florida Panthers 
on Thursday, February 24. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 October 23: Canes move to 4-0 to start season as 
the they score a power play goal in each period 

  January 1: Carolina makes NHL history, scoring 
seven unanswered to win, 7-4 

  January 13: Jack LaFontaine enters in relief for his 
NHL debut as Carolina is blanked for the first time 
this season, 6-0 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes played the second half of a back-
to-back Monday in Philadelphia, squeaking out a 4-3 
overtime victory over the Flyers. It was also the team's fourth 
game in six days and while they went on to take seven out of 
the possible eight points, it was visible that by the end of the 
affair that there was very little gas left in the tank for the 
crew. Brett Pesce played the role of overtime hero, in a 
contest in which he and the rest of the blue line logged heavy 
minutes after Tony DeAngelo left due to injury. 

No DeAngelo or Smith: 24 hours before DeAngelo left 
injured, Brendan Smith also left Sunday's battle against 
Pittsburgh after taking a shot to the head. Both are expected 
to be "out a while" according to Rod Brind'Amour, sharing 
the update Thursday afternoon. The door now opens for 
Jalen Chatfield, who is expected to draw in tonight. While 
this leaves the team with just six healthy defenseman, it also 
gives a big opportunity to both Chatfield, and Ethan Bear, 
who had been in and out of the lineup despite being healthy. 

Go For Four: The team took victories over both Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh in consecutive days, coming following a 4-3 
victory over Nashville at home last Friday. Their recent 3-0-1 
stretch is very welcomed after going 1-2-1 to start the post-
All-Star break schedule with a same 'four games in six days' 
situation. Tonight they'll go for their fourth victory in a row, in 
their 51st game of the season. 

Turbo, Fuego: Teuvo Teravainen enters tonight's contest 
with points in six straight contests. Dating back to February 
10 against Boston, #86 has two goals and two assists. 

Dynamic Duo On The Cusp Of History: In the four most 
recent games of Teravainen's streak, he and Sebastian Aho 
have connected for a goal in each of them.  They have now 
accomplished the feat 169 times in their NHL/Hurricanes 
careers, and they are just two such goals away from tying 
Kevin Dineen and Ron Francis (1984-91, 1998-99: 171) for 
the most goal combinations by any duo in franchise history. 

Columbus On A Run: While they sit on the outside looking in 
right now in terms of the playoff picture, Columbus has won 
seven of their eight games since the All-Star break. They've 
been hot even since before then, winning nine of their last 
11. Additionally, they come to town having beaten a top 10 
NHL team twice in the last three days - Florida, last night and 
Toronto on Monday. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestone Watch:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their black 
sweaters tonight. 
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DeAngelo to be out one month for Hurricanes with injury 

Tony DeAngelo is expected to be out one month for the 
Carolina Hurricanes because of an injury to his midsection. 

The defenseman left in the second period of a 4-3 overtime 
win against the Philadelphia Flyers on Monday. 

"He'll be out for a while," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said Thursday. "Did something in his midsection and it's 
going to need time to heal. It's a tough blow because he's 
obviously been a big part of what's going on. … I think 
probably more like a month, somewhere in there. It's long 
term so it is what it is." 

DeAngelo leads Carolina defensemen and is tied for third 
with forward Teuvo Teravainen among Carolina players with 
40 points (nine goals, 31 assists). DeAngelo scored 16 
power-play points and his plus-19 rating leads the 
Hurricanes. 

"It's going to affect us a lot," forward Vincent Trocheck said. 
"He's a great hockey player. Huge for our power play, and 5-
on-5. Pretty much in all aspects of our game he's been really 

good for us and he brings another component to our team 
that has kind of taken us to the next step offensively, so 
we're going to miss him a lot. 

"We have a lot of depth on 'D,' I think we have one of the 
deeper D-corps in the league, so it's next-man-up mentality." 

Defenseman Jalen Chatfield was recalled from Chicago of 
the American Hockey League on Wednesday. He had one 
assist in seven games with the Hurricanes this season and 
scored 11 points (five goals, six assists) in 30 AHL games. 

"I haven't really gotten too much into detail with how long 
[DeAngelo] is going to be out, " Chatfield said Thursday. "It 
could be long term or whatever, but I'm just going to take it 
game by game and just give it my all out there." 

The Hurricanes host the Columbus Blue Jackets on Friday. 
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AHL notebook: Goalies who could move before NHL Trade Deadline 

By Patrick Williams 

The 2022 NHL Trade Deadline is March 21 at 3 p.m. ET, 
less than four weeks away. 

That means NHL scouts are a regular sight in the American 
Hockey League, looking to find young talent to acquire. NHL 
teams with Stanley Cup hopes are trying to determine who 
they can afford to lose in a trade, and if there is an AHL 
veteran who might be a thrifty trade acquisition for the NHL 
stretch run. 

In the first of a two-part series, here is a look at AHL goalies 
who could be on the move (in alphabetical order). 
Defensemen and forwards will be covered March 10: 

JUSTUS ANNUNEN, COLORADO (COLORADO 
AVALANCHE) 

Since being selected by the Avalanche in the third round 
(No. 64) of the 2018 NHL Draft, Annunen has progressed 
steadily. 

The 21-year-old is 17-9-5 with a 2.64 goals-against average 
and .906 save percentage in 34 games, the second-most 
appearances in the AHL, in his first full North American 
season. 

The Avalanche are a Stanley Cup contender and already 
have two capable goalies in Darcy Kuemper and Pavel 
Francouz. Though each could become an unrestricted free 
agent after this season, Colorado has a chance to win now. 
Could Annunen be a sweetener in a trade to acquire help 
toward a long playoff run? 

COLLIN DELIA, ROCKFORD (CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS) 

The 27-year-old has been a steady organizational presence 
for Chicago since signing as a free agent July 28, 2017. 

But he has been limited to two NHL games with Marc-Andre 
Fleury holding the No. 1 job, and Kevin Lankinen was 
activated off injured reserve Wednesday after being out 
since Jan. 22 with a hand injury. Delia has spent most of this 
season with Rockford, where he is 9-7-2 with a 2.82 GAA 
and .911 save percentage in 18 games. 

Chicago also has 22-year-old Arvid Soderblom developing 
and splitting between the AHL and NHL. The Blackhawks 
signed Soderblom as a free agent from Skelleftea of the 
Swedish Hockey League on May 13, 2021. He is 9-7-1 with a 
2.57 GAA and .925 save percentage in 17 AHL games, and 
has played three games with Chicago. He was assigned to 
the AHL on Wednesday when Lankinen was activated. 

With many decisions ahead for the Blackhawks, Delia might 
have opportunities elsewhere. 

ADAM HUSKA, HARTFORD (NEW YORK RANGERS) 

Igor Shesterkin is the No. 1 goalie in New York, but what 
happens with backup Alexandar Georgiev?  

Keith Kinkaid, on the Hartford roster, has played 167 career 
NHL games and could make a capable backup for 
Shesterkin if Georgiev is traded. 

Huska has been a strong addition since the Rangers 
selected him in the seventh round (No. 184) of the 2015 NHL 
Draft. In his third full pro season following his NCAA career 
at Connecticut, he is 5-6-3 with a 2.38 GAA and .916 save 
percentage in 15 games for Hartford. He turns 25 on May 12. 
Might he thrive in a new organization with more AHL playing 
time to develop further? 

EETU MAKINIEMI, CHICAGO (CAROLINA HURRICANES) 

The Hurricanes have an abundance of young, talented 
goalies. 

Makiniemi has been out since Dec. 17 with an undisclosed 
injury, but prior to that, the 22-year-old was 11-2-1 with a 
2.06 GAA and .922 save percentage in his first 14 AHL 
games with Chicago. Last season, he was 13-14-7 with a 
2.59 GAA and .907 save percentage in 34 games for Ilves of 
Liiga, the top professional league in Finland. 

Carolina signed Jack LaFontaine from the University of 
Minnesota to a one-year entry-level contract Jan. 9 and 
assigned the 24-year-old to Chicago, where he is 1-0-3 with 
a 2.31 GAA and .875 save percentage in six games. The 
Hurricanes selected him in the third round (No. 75) of the 
2016 NHL Draft. 

Carolina assigned another top goalie prospect, Pyotr 
Kochetkov, to the AHL on Feb. 15, after the 22-year-old was 
10-10-2 with 2.23 GAA and .926 save percentage in 23 
games with Torpedo Nizhny Novgorad of the Kontinental 
Hockey League. Selected by the Hurricanes in the second 
round (No. 36) of the 2019 NHL Draft, Kochetkov made his 
AHL debut Saturday with 30 saves in a 5-3 win against Iowa 
(Minnesota Wild). 

The Hurricanes are a top Eastern Conference contender. 
With so many goalie prospects, they have set themselves up 
with plenty of trade options. 

CALVIN PICKARD, GRAND RAPIDS (DETROIT RED 
WINGS) 

For an NHL team that needs a reliable goalie, Pickard could 
fit that need. 

He has again been a workhorse with Grand Rapids; he's tied 
with Annunen for second in the AHL in games played (34) 
and is second in minutes (2,021: 12). He played an NHL 
career-high 50 games with the Avalanche in 2016-17; in 115 
career NHL games, he is 35-54-10 with a 3.01 GAA and .904 
save percentage. Colorado selected him in the second round 
(No. 49) of the 2010 NHL Draft. 

Pickard, who turns 30 on April 15, is 17-11-5 with a 2.46 
GAA and .923 save percentage in the AHL this season. 
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Hurricanes’ DeAngelo has midsection injury, could miss month 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said defenseman Tony DeAngelo could miss a 
month due to an injury. 

Brind’Amour didn’t specify the nature of the injury Thursday, 
saying only that he “did something in his midsection.” 

“It’s going to need time to heal,” Brind’Amour said, calling the 
injury “long-term.” 

DeAngelo, who left the Hurricanes’ victory Monday night win 
at Philadelphia early, has nine goals and 40 points this 
season to lead Carolina’s defensemen. 

Fellow defenseman Brendan Smith is recovering after taking 
a puck to the ear while sliding to block a shot Sunday in a 
win at Pittsburgh. He was taken to a hospital afterward for 
evaluation but was released to travel with the team for the 
Philadelphia win, though he didn’t play. 

Brind’Amour says he’s “more optimistic” on Smith’s return, 
saying he’ll return to working out soon but that his return date 
remains uncertain. 

Carolina hosts Columbus on Friday night. 

 

Hurricanes host the Blue Jackets following overtime win 

Columbus Blue Jackets (27-23-1, fifth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (35-11-4, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -311, Blue 
Jackets +246; over/under is 6.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts the Columbus Blue Jackets 
after the Hurricanes took down Philadelphia 4-3 in overtime. 

The Hurricanes are 8-4-0 against division opponents. 
Carolina is first in the Eastern Conference with 6.2 assists 
per game, led by Tony DeAngelo averaging 0.7. 

The Blue Jackets are 7-8-0 against opponents in the 
Metropolitan. Columbus is fifth in the Eastern Conference 
averaging 3.3 goals per game, led by Boone Jenner with 22. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 13, Columbus won 6-0. Yegor 
Chinakhov scored two goals for the Blue Jackets. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 22 goals, adding 31 assists and totaling 53 points. 
Andrei Svechnikov has eight goals and four assists over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

Jenner leads the Blue Jackets with 22 goals and has 41 
points. Patrik Laine has 13 goals and six assists over the last 
10 games for Columbus. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging 3.3 goals, 
5.8 assists, 4.5 penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game with a .920 save percentage. 

Blue Jackets: 8-2-0, averaging 4.7 goals, 7.2 assists, three 
penalties and six penalty minutes while allowing 3.8 goals 
per game with an .894 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), 
Tony DeAngelo: out (midsection). 

Blue Jackets: Zach Werenski: out (lower-body). 
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Hurricanes hurting heading into matchup with prolific Blue Jackets 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes have enjoyed three nights off since 
their back-to-back, one-goal victories earlier this week. 

They certainly needed the time to regroup. 

Dealing with injuries on the defensive side, the Hurricanes 
are back in action when the suddenly high-scoring Columbus 
Blue Jackets visit for a Friday night game in Raleigh, N.C. 

There will be some new pairings for Carolina along the blue 
line. 

"Guys play with different pairs all the time," coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

Brind'Amour revealed Thursday that defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo and Brendan Smith, who also missed Monday's 
game, are out. DeAngelo's upper-body injury is expected to 
keep him sidelined for about a month. 

DeAngelo has added another element on offense, 
particularly on power plays, in his first season with Carolina. 

"It's a big blow because he's a big part of what's going on," 
Brind'Amour said. 

DeAngelo is tied for third on the team with 40 points. 

"We're going to miss him a lot," center Vincent Trocheck 
said. "We've got quality depth on 'D.' I think we have one of 
the deeper 'D' corps in the league. As always, whenever 
somebody goes down, guys are going to have to step up and 
take on a little different role, extra role, extra minutes." 

Defenseman Jalen Chatfield was summoned from the minor 
leagues to fill in. He was with the Hurricanes earlier in the 
season for seven games. 

"Confidence is something you always want to have," 
Chatfield said. "The harder part is just coming here and 
getting into a different schedule." 

The Blue Jackets should be plenty confident, as they have a 
four-game winning streak after defeating the host Florida 
Panthers 6-3 on Thursday. 

"We need to ride it out as long as we can," said Columbus 
right winger Jakub Voracek, who recorded two assists at 
Florida. "We need those points to make up the ground." 

Even prior to Thursday, the Blue Jackets had been on a 
scoring surge. Their 46 goals across 10 games marked a 
franchise record for a 10-game span. 

With the strong offense, the defense has dipped for 
Columbus. The Blue Jackets have yielded three or more 
goals in five consecutive games. 

Gabriel Carlsson replaced All-Star defenseman Zach 
Werenski in the Columbus lineup Thursday night. Werenski 
isn't on the trip because of an upper-body injury. 

Alexandre Texier, Eric Robinson and Jake Bean (a former 
Hurricane) have been out for several weeks as Columbus 
deals with injuries. 

"It's not unique to our team," Blue Jackets coach Brad 
Larsen said. "It's happening throughout the whole league." 

The contests at Florida and Carolina come in the middle of a 
home-heavy stretch for the Blue Jackets. They played their 
previous two at home and after Friday will have their next 
five at home. 

This will be the fourth and final regular-season meeting 
between the teams. Carolina has won two of the three 
matchups, including a Jan. 1 comeback from a four-goal 
deficit for a 7-4 win. However, Columbus won the most-
recent clash, 6-0 on Jan. 13 in Raleigh, a game that featured 
a rare rough outing for Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen, 
who is 27-7-2 this season. 

Carolina center Sebastian Aho, who is riding a four-game 
points streak, has 11 career goals in 26 games against the 
Blue Jackets. That is his highest goal total against any 
opponent.
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Hurricanes Prospects News and Updates 

By Matthew Somma  

I try and do a prospect update article once a month to catch 
everyone up on the biggest news and performances in the 
system. But in the past few weeks, we’ve had some exciting 
news in the Carolina Hurricanes organization that I felt the 
need to talk about. There’s a lot going on, and luckily for us, 
most of it is good news. First, let’s talk about Pyotr 
Kochetkov.  

Pyotr Kochetkov 

I’m going to keep this section short because Sarah 
Avampato already talked about Kochetkov’s debut with the 
Wolves in her latest article. I watched the game to see how 
Kochetkov would perform in a new league and was very 
happy with his debut. This was Kochetkov’s first game in 
over a month, he’s in a new league with a very different style 
of play and on top of all of that, he speaks very little English. 
It’s a difficult adjustment for him, so the early struggles were 
to be expected.  

I was very impressed with how Kochetkov bounced back 
after the third goal against, too. He settled in and was clutch 
for Chicago from then on, making some tremendous stops 
along the way. Kochetkov should get another start this 
weekend when the Wolves take on the Manitoba Moose for a 
back to back on Saturday and Sunday. I’d expect Kochetkov 
to get the start on Saturday. He’ll have another week of 
practices under his belt and I would expect him to be more 
prepared for this start. Manitoba is a good team and it’ll be a 
great test for him. 

Alexander Nikishin 

Congratulations to Hurricanes prospect Alexander Nikishin 
on winning a silver medal with ROC at the Olympics. Russia 
couldn’t beat the Finnish team, who shut the Russians down 
at every opportunity in order to win gold. Nikishin was given 
more of a defensive role than he is used to seeing, and I 
believe that he played well in that role. He was blocking 
shots on the penalty kill and was a key part of a defense that 
only allowed ten goals in six games.  

I have no idea what he’s saying in this video, but I’m sure it’s 
a message to the fans. I only know how to say “hello, my 
name is Matthew” and some more colorful words in Russian. 

Dominik Bokk 

On Wednesday morning, EliteProspects’ transfer account 
tweeted this. 

Loan: Dominik Bokk (F) | Carolina Hurricanes -> Eisbären 
Berlin | https://t.co/v4rHRBsfWd #DEL 

— EP Transfers (@ep_transfers) February 23, 2022  

First, I need to provide context. Bokk was a healthy scratch 
in both of Chicago’s games this past weekend and has been 

a more frequent scratch this season. He was receiving 
bottom six minutes and seemed to struggle at the AHL level 
this season. When I’ve watched Bokk in the past, I’ve noticed 
that he’s often guilty of trying to do too much and will turn the 
puck over. Last week, we interviewed Scott Wheeler, the 
NHL prospect writer for The Athletic, on the Tracking the 
Storm podcast and we asked him about Bokk. He mentioned 
that while Bokk is great with the puck on his stick, he can be 
frustrating to watch because of how he can’t utilize his 
teammates. He’s a player that relies on individual skill. A link 
to the full episode can be found here. 

So, what does this mean for Bokk’s future? He is under 
contract until the end of the 2022-2023 season, meaning that 
there is one year remaining on his current contract. The way 
I see it, there are three possible options. First, this is a loan 
for the rest of the season. The Hurricanes move some 
forward prospects out at the deadline and more room is 
created in the lineup for Bokk, who then returns to Chicago 
next season. Second, Bokk is loaned out to Germany and 
traded to another team at the deadline. Third, Bokk’s 
contract with the Hurricanes is mutually terminated and he 
becomes a free agent. I think the last two options are the 
most likely ones. The Hurricanes wouldn’t loan Bokk out to 
Germany if they believed he could play in the AHL. If that 
were the case, he would be playing for the Wolves. He might 
be a trade chip for the Hurricanes, although I’m not sure 
which team would be willing to take a chance on him given 
how his professional career has gone. Given how Bokk has 
played since he was traded to the Hurricanes, I struggle to 
see him making it back to North America, much less the 
NHL. 

I’d suggest reading this thread. Sarah, bless her, has 
watched all of Bokk’s games this season and gives reasons 
as to why Bokk didn’t work out in Ryan Warsofsky’s system. 
Watching Bokk is an exercise in patience and watching all of 
his games takes a level of patience that I, unfortunately, do 
not have.  

Kirill Slepets 

In “Canes Prospects you probably forgot about” news, 
Hurricanes 2019 fifth-round pick Kirill Slepets has signed 
with Karpat in the Finnish Liiga. Karpat is essentially the 
Hurricanes’ feeder team at this point. They’ve drafted Aho, 
Kuokkanen, Koivunen and Tieksola from their system and 
signed Maenalanen from Karpat at one point. Now, Slepets 
joins a team and will hopefully get some playing time. Early 
results haven’t been too promising, however. He has one 
assist in his first four games with the team and is now playing 
on the fourth line. I’ll admit that I haven’t watched Slepets too 
closely this year, so this will give me a better opportunity to 
watch him play. Still, it’s worth noting that he’s now playing 
for one of the top teams in Finland. 
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Joey Keane 

Now, let’s talk about something good. Joey Keane has been 
fantastic for Chicago as of late and looks to be NHL ready. 
He’s moving the puck with confidence and playing some of 
the best defense of his career, much to my delight. I believe 
that Keane can contend for a roster spot next season if he 
isn’t included in a deal at the deadline. He plays the way the 
Hurricanes want their defensemen to play and his defensive 
game has improved tremendously over the course of the 
season. I thought that he looked confident in his lone NHL 
game of the season against Vancouver, too.  

Goalies in Norfolk 

First, Beck Warm has been loaned to Norfolk. He was called 
up to Chicago and broke his ankle in a morning skate, so he 
has been out for a little over a month due to injury. Warm 
was hit by the injury bug at the same time all of the other 
goalies in the Hurricanes’ system were, leading to Jack 
LaFontaine signing his entry-level contract halfway through 
his final year in college. Getting Warm back will be a big deal 
for the Admirals, who have been leaning heavily on Dylan 
Wells as of late. Warm gives them a second option in net 
now. 

Finally, I want to send my thoughts and prayers to Maple 
Leafs prospect Rodion Amirov and his family. It’s a scary 
situation and I’m hoping for a speedy recovery. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs Columbus Blue Jackets: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

By Cody Hagan  

Columbus Blue Jackets (26-23-10 vs Carolina Hurricanes 
(35-11-4) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 52 

Friday, February 25, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

The fourth and final meeting between the Columbus Blue 
Jackets and the Carolina Hurricanes will take place tonight in 
Raleigh as the Canes look for revenge against a team that 
embarrassed them at home the last time they played.  

After the Hurricanes shamed the Blue Jackets on Jan. 1 by 
scoring seven goals in the third period and overcoming a 4-0 
deficit, the Blue Jackets responded by blanking Carolina 6-0 
in Raleigh on January 13th. That game featured the NHL 
debut of Jack LaFontaine and was no doubt the worst game 
Carolina has played all season.  

Can Carolina extract revenge as they end the season series 
with the Blue Jackets? Or will Columbus even the series at 
2-2 and ruin the momentum the Canes have coming off a 
four-point sweep of Pennsylvania?  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Blue Jackets 

Record 35-11-4 26-23-1 

Goals/Game 3.50 3.28 

Goals Against/Game 2.42 3.64 

Shots/Game 33.00 29.90 

Face Off Win % 53.5% 49.3% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.0% (6th) 17.7% (23rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.8% (1st) 80.8% (13th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.22% 47.95% 

ES PDO 101.73 99.91 

PIM/Game 09:18 06:56 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Joonas Korpisalo 

Record 27-7-2 6-8-0 

Save % .927 .887 

GAA 2.12 3.82 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Elvis Merzlikins 

Record 7-3-1 18-13-1 

Save % .909 .903 

GAA 2.44 3.42 

Game Notes 

 These two teams have combined to score 23 total 
goals during their three games so far this season, 
which is absolutely just as absurd as it sounds. 

 Both Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen are 
riding point streaks as Aho has points in four 
straight games and Teravainen six straight.  

 Aho has scored 11 career goals against Columbus 
marking his highest total against any one team in 
the NHL.  

 With Tony DeAngelo expected to miss about a 
month of action and Brendan Smith out as well, the 
Hurricanes have recalled Jalen Chatfield. The 25-
year-old defenseman has scored 11 points in 30 
games with the Chicago Wolves and has appeared 
in 7 games so far this season with the Hurricanes. 

 The Canes and Jackets wrap their season series 
tonight making Columbus the first team in the Metro 
for Carolina to finish off on the schedule. The 
Hurricanes will still have 13 more games within their 
division after tonight.  

 Beware of Patrik Laine who has points in ten 
straight games and has 35 points in just 31 games 
played this season.  

Storm Advisory 

 The Hurricanes have released their logo for next 
season as the team turns 25 (in Carolina years):  

 The team also announced their Season Ticket plans 
for next year. Be warned, if you enjoy the 11-game 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 25, 2022 

 

package you have lost multiple key benefits 
including guaranteed access to playoff games:  

 Prospect Dominik Bokk has been loaned back to 
the DEL as it appears his North American career is 
over. Bokk was acquired as part of the Justin Faulk 
trade. [PHR] 

 Strength and Conditioning coach Bill Burniston joins 
Canes Cast to discuss topics on and off the ice. 
[Hurricanes] 

 How Ethan Bear has turned racism and hate in to a 
chance to teach. [Breaking Ice] 

 Toronto Maple Leafs prospect Rodion Amirov has 
been diagnosed with a brain tumor. [Yahoo] 

 Former Predators star Pekka Rinne becomes the 
first player to have their jersey retired in Nashville. 
[ESPN] 

 Speaking of Nashville, as the team prepares to host 
a Stadium Series match-up against the Tampa Bay 
Lighting, the NHL remains concerned about the 
possibility of rain. [NHL] 

 What would it take for the Lightning to host an 
outdoor game of their own? [The Athletic $] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Williams added; Bokk reassigned 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have signed 
defenseman Eric Williams to a professional tryout contract 
(PTO) while forward Dominik Bokk has been reassigned by 
the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL) to Eisbaren Berlin (DEL). 

Bokk, who turned 22 Feb. 3, posted 3 goals and 7 assists in 
32 games for the Wolves this season. With this 
reassignment, the Schweinfurt, Germany, native who speaks 
four languages will suit up for a Deutsche Eishockey Liga 
team for the first time. 

Williams has signed a PTO with the Wolves for the second 
time this season. The 26-year-old defenseman from 
Newmarket, Ontario, recorded 3 assists and a +3 plus/minus 

rating in 13 games during his first run with the Wolves. 
Williams also has notched 2 goals and 9 assists in 30 games 
for the ECHL’s Norfolk Admirals. 

Williams joins the Central Division-leading Wolves for the trip 
to second-place Manitoba for 2 p.m. games Saturday and 
Sunday. The Wolves return to Allstate Arena to face the 
Texas Stars at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 2, for Craft 
Beer Night. To get the special Craft Beer package that 
features three beers, a ticket and a T-shirt for one low price, 
click here or contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258736028.html 

https://theathletic.com/news/hurricanes-tony-deangelo-out-close-to-a-month-with-upper-body-injury/rZzINKRHIgcG/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/two-years-after-trade-trocheck-loves-it-with-hurricanes/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/deangelo-smith-to-miss-time-due-to-injuries/c-331145402 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-blue-jackets/c-331146896 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-defenseman-tony-deangelo-sidelined-for-one-month-with-injury/c-331141486 
https://www.nhl.com/news/ahl-notebook-goalies-to-watch-at-nhl-trade-deadline/c-331112772 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-pittsburgh-philadelphia-f31d9856dd96b74c16404b8a14ec8862 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-38360da67ff84f1b9d5a2c7fb1febe62 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-hurting-heading-into-matchup-with-prolific-blue-jackets/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/24/22947279/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-nikishin-kochetkov 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/25/22950124/carolina-hurricanes-vs-columbus-blue-jackets-game-preview-and-storm-advisory-february-25-
2022 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/24/williams-added-bokk-reassigned/ 
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Canes give update on defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s injury. Here’s how 
long he might be out 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 24, 2022 10:33 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes could be without defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
for a month, if not longer. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday that DeAngelo, who had 
been on the top defensive pairing with Jaccob Slavin much of the 
season, suffered an injury in his midsection during the game Monday in 
Philadelphia. 

DeAngelo left the game in the second period after getting off a slapshot, 
but Brind’Amour said the injury may have occurred before that and the 
impact of the puck “pushed it over the edge.” 

WIth nine goals and 31 assists in 43 games, DeAngelo is tied for third in 
scoring on the Canes and has ranked among the NHL leaders for 
defensemen. He has quarterbacked the first power-play unit and has 16 
power-play points while giving the lineup some extra bite with his 
aggressiveness. 

“It’s a tough blow because he’s obviously a big part of what’s going on,” 
Brind’Amour said after practice Thursday. “But every team seems to 
have it and you’ve got to deal with it. It’s next guy up and you’ve got to 
step in.” 

The news was better Thursday for injured defenseman Brendan Smith, 
who was hit in the side of the head with a shot during the road game 
Sunday against Pittsburgh. 

Brind’Amour said Smith could begin working out soon while adding the 
veteran “would need some time to heal.” 

“We’re more optimistic on the time frame,” Brind’Amour said. 

With DeAngelo out, Brind’Amour had Slavin paired with Brett Pesce 
during practice at PNC Arena. Jalen Chatfield, recalled Wednesday from 
the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, was paired with Brady Skjei and Ian 
Cole with Ethan Bear. 

Chatfield played seven games with the Canes in late November and 
early December before being sent back to the Wolves. His play was solid 
enough to earn a new two-year contract extension with Carolina, the 
second year (2023-24) being a one-way deal. 

“He proved he belongs and earned his way,” Brind’Amour said. “His 
skating ability was really good and noticeable.” 

 

News Observer LOADED: 02.25.2022 

1236349 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Flip the script: Blue Jackets claw back with 6-3 victory over Florida 
Panthers 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — The last time the Blue Jackets visited the Florida 
Panthers, they left FLA Live Arena embarrassed, humbled and 
humiliated.  

They were blown out 9-2 and had to scrap in the final 10 minutes just to 
prevent a 10th goal that Panthers fans began calling for in the second 
period. The chants of “We want 10!” rang in the Jackets’ ears on a long 
flight home and might’ve still been audible a couple days later during a 
punishing skate in Columbus.  

The rematch 16 days later in Columbus was only slightly better, an 8-4 
drubbing, and didn’t exactly provide a confidence boost.  

This time was a lot different.  

Despite a horde of injuries that included star defenseman Zach Werenski 
and the top two goaltenders out, the Jackets fought the Panthers from 
start to finish in a 6-3 victory to extend their winning streak to four games.  

“I just loved how we competed right from the opening shift,” coach Brad 
Larsen said. “And we went through a lot tonight … a lot of different things 
— some adversity, some penalties and some frustration on maybe some 
calls that we didn’t get — but I thought they kept their poise up. The 
penalty kill did an excellent job stuffing them tonight. That was a total 
team effort.”  

Patrik Laine scored a goal to extend his point streak to 11 games and the 
Blue Jackets got their other goals from Boone Jenner, Cole Sillinger, 
Gabriel Carlsson, Justin Danforth and Oliver Bjorkstrand. Jean-Francois 
Berube earned his third straight win in net, making 39 saves for the 
second straight game and helping his team’s penalty-killers thwart all four 
Panthers power plays.   

Mackenzie Weegar, Jonathan Huberdeau and Sam Bennett scored the 
goals for Florida, which didn’t have former Blue Jackets star Sergei 
Bobrovsky in net. Bobrovsky was given a night off and Jonas Johansson 
allowed five goals in his first game for the Panthers.  

Florida outshot Columbus 42-28, but 17 were in the third period, after the 
Blue Jackets got back-to-back goals by Carlsson and Sillinger to build a 
5-2 lead.  

Sillinger was rocked by Sam Bennett on a hit that drew a boarding minor 
late in the third, but told Larsen he was fine afterward. The Blue Jackets 
now head to Raleigh, North Carolina to conclude a back-to-back against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

They've now won seven of their past eight games, 10 of their past 12 and 
four in a row. 

“We’ve played pretty good in our last 10 or 12 games, so we kind of 
carried that momentum into tonight’s game and Berube has been 
outstanding since he got in,’ said forward Jakub Voracek, who has two 
assists. “He kept us in the game so many times and we were just 
opportunistic.” 

Blue Jackets' blueliners filled the void against powerhouse Panthers   

Werenski’s absence on the top defense pairing created an interesting 
void for Larsen to fill with his remaining options.  

He and assistant Steve McCarthy decided to keep Andrew Peeke on the 
right side of the top pairing rather than making the usual second pairing 
— Vladislav Gavrikov and Adam Boqvist — the top duo. 

That caused changes to all three combinations, but it worked out well. 

Gavrikov, who wore an 'A' on his jersey without Werenski playing, moved 
up to form a big-bodied top pairing with Peeke. Dean Kukan also moved 
up from the third pair to the second to skate with Boqvist. Carlsson drew 
back into the lineup to pair with Gavin Bayreuther on the third unit.  

Carlsson scored a huge goal to make it 4-2 shortly after the Panthers cut 
it to 3-2 in the third and three defensemen — Gavrikov, Boqvist and 
Kukan — assisted on goals. 

"We’re thin (back) there right now, when you lose some guys, but I 
thought that back end worked their tails off tonight," Larsen said. "I 
thought they competed really hard. It was a good game for them.”  

Laine’s goal tied it 1-1 with 4:55 left in the first period and was scored off 
a 2-on-1 rush started by Voracek’s play to break up a pass in the 
defensive zone. 

The veteran winger got his stick on Weegar’s intended pass for Aaron 
Ekblad on the right wing and turned a potential nightmarish turnover by 
teammate Boone Jenner into a goal at the other end. Voracek got to the 
puck, carried it up the left wing for an odd-man rush and fed Laine 
skating up the right wing with a perfect pass through a defender’s legs 
that went right to his teammate’s stick. 

Laine did the rest, snapping a shot past Johansson, and just like that his 
point streak extended to 11 games. It’s the second-longest of his NHL 
career, four games shy of tying his high of 15 with the Winnipeg Jets, and 
the goal pulled Laine within two games of tying the longest in Blue 
Jackets history set at 13 by Ryan Johansen in xxx-xxx. 

Laine has 13 goals, eight assists and 21 points during the streak, which 
began Jan. 27 against the New York Rangers. That’s the most goals and 
points among all NHL players during that span and Laine now holds the 
franchise record for goals and points in the month of February with nine 
goals and 15 points. 

Third time's another charm for Blue Jackets goalie Jean-Francois Berube  

There was probably nobody more disappointed about Werenski’s injury 
than Berube, a journeyman tasked with making his third straight start 
without the help of an All-Star defenseman against the NHL’s most 
prolific offense.  

The Panthers came into the game with a jaw-dropping 4.12 goals per 
game scoring average, tops in the league, and outscored the Blue 
Jackets by a combined 17-6 margin in the first two meetings. 

That didn't look like a great matchup for the Blue Jackets, but Berube 
pulled through again. After backstopping Columbus to a pair of victories 
in the previous two games — getting his first NHL action in four years 
while Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo are out — he just kept on 
rolling in net against the Panthers. 

Berube made some key saves throughout the game, but faced the most 
pressure in the third period. Just as he did against the high-powered 
Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday, Berube grinded out a win. 

Blue Jackets' penalty-killing success continues against Florida Panthers 

Florida is ranked 16th out of 32 teams in power-play success at 20.3% 
and went 0 for 4 night against Columbus. The Blue Jackets, who’ve 
become one of the NHL’s best while shorthanded, were the biggest 
reason for that goose egg. Since Jan. 6, they’ve successfully killed 
88.3% of 60 opposing power plays they’ve faced, which ranks fourth in 
the league during that span. 

The Jackets thwarted two Panthers power-plays in the first period, one in 
the second and another in the third, which turned out to be a critical 
turning point. Voracek was called for cross-checking just 35 seconds 
after Huberdeau’s goal pulled the Panthers within 3-2 at 6:52 of the third 
period 

After getting through that one unscathed, Sillinger and Danforth scored 
10 seconds apart for a 5-2 lead just 1:05 after Voracek got out of the 
penalty box. 

“I was a little worried when they scored that second goal,” said Voracek, 
who got his second assist of the game on Sillinger’s goal. “I took that 
penalty. The penalty killers and the penalty kill won us the game, I think. 
Let’s be honest.” 

Blue Jackets get spark after switching centers Cole Sillinger, Jack 
Roslovic 
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About halfway through the first period, Larsen played a hunch with his 
forward combinations. He flip-flopped his second and fourth centers, 
rookie Cole Sillinger and Jack Roslovic, and it led to success for both 
guys with their new wingers. 

Roslovic finished with a pair of assists skating with Gustav Nyquist and 
Bjorkstrand, while Sillinger scored a goal on four shots playing with 
Brendan Gaunce and Danforth. Roslovic played 12:36, including 2:34 in 
his newfound penalty-killing role. Sillinger skated 11:26 and racked up 
four hits with his new line. 

“I thought ‘Silli’ had a rough couple shifts (to start the game), I really did,” 
Larsen said. “He had three or four turnovers in two or three shifts and I 
thought Jack had been playing better. It was kind of in the back of my 
mind anyway if there was an opportunity and I took it. And I think it 
helped both of them.” 

Florida pulled Johansson with more than eight minutes left to play for an 
extra skater while trailing 5-2, which led to goals each way. Bennett cut it 
to 5-3 with 6:19 on his goal, which he backhanded home from the blue 
paint, and Bjorkstrand made it 6-3 with a long shot into the Panthers’ 
empty cage. 

It nearly became 7-3 two minutes later, but Bennett cruised over and 
blasted Sillinger to break up a potential pass for another empty-netter 
inside the Florida zone. He was sent to the box for charging, after 
covering a lot of ground to deliver the high-impact hit, but Larsen didn’t 
have a problem with it. 

“No, I don’t,” he said. “Initially, I thought it was high. And I’ll say this … I 
think as a young guy, for ‘Silli,’ you’ve got to understand it’s a 6-3 game 
and that guy’s tracking the puck and you open yourself up. … It’s a clean 
hit. You could call it charging. Whatever. He’s tracking the puck and he’s 
gonna hit. (He’s) down three goals at home, he did what he’s supposed 
to do. It’s unfortunate, because Silli took a pretty good lick there, but I 
think it’s a good teaching lesson for him too, and all our guys. Keep your 
head up and be ready for something like that.” 

Sillinger appeared to be dazed by the hit, but got to his feet and slowly 
skated off while Gaunce had a chat with Bennett. The Jackets’ rookie 
pivot told Larsen afterward that he’d be available Friday against the 
Hurricanes, but that will require a reassessment by the team’s medical 
staff. 

“It’s getting (to be) that time of year,” Larsen said. “It’s the third time 
we’ve played them. There’s a little bit more fire in these games, there’s a 
little bit of history. And then, if you’re ever fortunate enough to get (into 
the) playoffs, that ramps up even more. So, I hope (Sillinger’s) OK, 
obviously, first and foremost, because you know what I think of him. But I 
also think it’s a really good teaching point.” 

Werenski injury clears path for goal by Blue Jackets' Gabriel Carlsson  

The flip side to Werenski’s absence is the opportunity it created for 
Gabriel Carlsson, who played for just the third time in the past 19 games. 

Carlsson, 25, was scratched in the previous seven games before re-
entering the lineup on the third defense pairing. He skated 12:49, scored 
a goal, delivered two hits, blocked two shots and finished with a plus-2 
plus/minus rating. 

“It’s a tough game to come in when you haven’t played in a while," 
Larsen said. "It’s been weeks for him. So, I’ll say this about him, I know 
(McCarthy's) put in a lot of work with him. I know (assistant Kenny 
McCudden) has and the individual has too. He’s worked really hard." 

It’s been an interesting season for Carlsson, who’s spent the bulk of the 
past three years playing for the Cleveland Monsters in the American 
Hockey League. He only played two AHL games before the Jackets 
recalled him this season, but Carlsson hasn’t been able to crack the 
lineup regularly.  

It’s not the ideal way to develop, but it’s probably better than spending 
another year in the minors. Carlsson was selected 29th overall in 2015, 

third of three first-round picks for the Jackets, and he’ll be a restricted 
free agent in July. 

"That’s a big-bodied team and we know how good they are," Larsen said 
of the Panthers. "They’re near the top of the league for a reason. So, 
you’re a little nervous what that’s going to look like (with carlsson). 
Practice is one thing, but ... I thought he held his own. He did an 
excellent job tonight.”  
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How Blue Jackets' Brendan Gaunce regained his confidence after "some 
tough years" 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Brendan Gaunce has six points in his last eight NHL games. That eight-
game stretch started more than two years ago.  

On Nov. 27, 2019, Gaunce dressed for the Boston Bruins in Ottawa and 
tallied one assist in just over nine minutes of ice time. It was the only time 
the forward played with the big club that year 

Gaunce, now 27, played most of that 2019-20 season (52 games) for the 
AHL's Providence Bruins, scoring 18 goals and adding 19 assists for 37 
points. It continued the forward's trend of showing good production at the 
AHL level but struggling to translate that to the NHL.  

After that season with the Bruins, Gaunce found himself at a crossroads. 
He had little interest from NHL teams and was questioning his own 
abilities.  

"I think maybe three years ago, I lost my confidence a bit to play in the 
NHL," Gaunce said. "Felt like I maybe wasn’t good enough. ... It’s some 
tough years when you go from playing in the NHL for two-and-a-half 
years straight to almost three years out of it. There’s a lot of nights where 
you kind of think, ‘Am I good enough?’" 

With concerns about the taxi squad setup of the 2020-21 NHL season, 
believing he wouldn't receive the playing time he felt was necessary to 
develop his game, Gaunce looked abroad for an opportunity to revamp 
his game and rebuild his confidence. He found that opportunity in 
Sweden, with the SHL's Växjö Lakers.  

After joining the team midway through the 2020-21 season, Gaunce put 
up 12 points in 18 regular-season games and another seven points in 12 
playoff games as the Lakers won the SHL championship. 

"I thought it was a great challenge to go to a different league," Gaunce 
said. "It’s a very good league. It’s very fast, and I wanted to get 
uncomfortable a little bit. See if I could have success there. We had a 
great time." 

When he came back to North America after signing a one-year, two-way 
deal with the Blue Jackets in July, Gaunce was determined to re-
establish himself. Before being called up to join the Jackets on Feb. 7, he 
led the Cleveland Monsters in goals with 16 and total points with 28 in 39 
games.  

But his ability to produce at the AHL level has never been a question — it 
was whether he could do the same in the NHL. And through the first 
seven games of his latest stint in the NHL, for the first time in his career, 
the answer has been yes.  
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Gaunce has five points in those seven games, including a goal and two 
assists against the Sabres on Sunday — his first career three-point game 
— and a breakaway goal against the Leafs Tuesday. In 118 NHL games 
prior to this season, he scored six goals and added 10 assists for 16 total 
points. 

"In the NHL, it’s just being more assertive," Gaunce said. "Believing in 
the game I can play and believing in my strengths, trying to play to those 
strengths. ... Before, I was trying to be a player that maybe other people 
wanted me to be or (do what) other people thought I had to do to 
succeed." 

"Sometimes, when you’re younger, you obviously believe those people, 
and you want to do that. I think you just have be comfortable and be 
confident in your own skin and what you do." 

After focusing heavily on the defensive side of the puck earlier in his 
career, Gaunce is leaning into his offensive instincts and using his 
skating to push the pace of the game, as well as using his 6-feet-3 frame 
to be a physical presence.  

Two seasons primarily in the AHL and a year playing in Europe isn't the 
traditional path to NHL success, and both Gaunce and Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen know seven games is a small sample size. But Larsen likes 
what he's seen from Gaunce so far. 

"Sometimes, it doesn’t go the way you want it initially," Larsen said. 
"Those guys can offer a lot if they stick with it. You battle through, you go 
through some downs. If you handle it the right way, you’re more prepared 
for this opportunity. I feel like he’s done a good job with this opportunity. 
... I’m happy to see that it’s going well for him and I just hope he 
continues to go on the right track here." 

And for Gaunce, who has rediscovered his confidence after a few 
challenging years, the opportunity to play in the NHL again isn't one he 
takes lightly. 

"It takes some time," Gaunce said. "It’s a different road for everyone. This 
year, I felt very confident playing in Cleveland. I tried to bring that to here 
and I feel a lot different on the ice than the last time I was in the NHL." 

Werenski out 

Top Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski has an upper-body injury 
that prevented him from making the trip for Columbus's back-to-back 
games Thursday against the Florida Panthers and Friday at the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
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Blue Jackets won't have Werenski against Florida Panthers, Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

DANIA BEACH, Fla. — The Blue Jackets are hot, but key injuries are 
mounting.  

The latest was revealed Thursday, when the team announced that star 
defenseman Zach Werenski has an upper-body injury that prevented him 
from making the trip for back-to-back games Thursday against the 
Florida Panthers and Friday at the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Werenski, the team's top defender, had two assists and played a team-
high 25:17 in the Blue Jackets’ 4-3 overtime win Tuesday over the 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Nationwide Arena. He missed practice 
Wednesday for what coach Brad Larsen termed “maintenance,” but was 
held back from traveling for the two-game trip.  

Defenseman Gabriel Carlsson drew back into the lineup against the 
Panthers, who routed the Blue Jackets in the first two meetings this 
season by scores of 9-2 on Jan. 15 in Sunrise, Florida and 8-4 on Jan. 
31 in Columbus.  

The Blue Jackets have won three straight games, six of their past seven 
and eight of the last 10 they've played. They're still a long way from 
rejoining the playoff race in the Eastern Conference, but are playing well 
despite missing a number of regulars. 

Werenski joins a list of injured regulars that includes forwards Alexandre 
Texier (fractured finger) and Eric Robinson (knee), defenseman Jake 
Bean (groin) and the goaltending duo of Elvis Merzlikins (lower body) and 
Joonas Korpisalo (lower body). 

The Blue Jackets also announced Wednesday that rookie goaltender 
Daniil Tarasov, third on the organizational depth chart, underwent 
surgery on his right hip and will miss up to six months. Veteran forward 
Jakub Voracek has also missed the past two practices for "maintenance," 
but he hasn't left the lineup yet. 

Responding to the loss of Werenski, the Blue Jackets added depth for 
the trip by recalling forward Emil Bemstrom and defenseman Jake 
Christiansen from the Cleveland Monsters of the American Hockey 
League.   

A day after moving Korpisalo to injured reserve retroactive to Feb. 15, the 
Jackets cleared more roster space Thursday by placing Merzlikins on IR 
retroactive to Feb. 17. 

The retroactive designations give the Blue Jackets the ability to 
immediately activate either injured goalie whenever they’re ready. 
Korpisalo did not make the trip, but Merzlikins is with the team and is 
day-to-day.  

Carlsson rejoining the lineup against the Panthers is the only expected 
lineup change for the Jackets, who will play a third straight game with 
journeyman Jean-Francois Berube in net and rookie Jet Greaves 
handling backup duties. 
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Blue Jackets push back, Patrik Laine scores again in latest win: 5 
observations 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Feb 25, 2022  

  

SUNRISE, Fla. — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 6-3 win over 
the Florida Panthers on Thursday in FLA Live Arena: 

1. Response required 

It was a regular-season game in a half-empty building on a Thursday in 
February. But given the way the Panthers have manhandled and mauled 
the Blue Jackets this season, it carried added weight for the visitors. 

If there’s one major change since the Blue Jackets lost 9-2 and 8-4 to the 
Panthers in two January games, it’s how much harder the Jackets are 
playing now, both on the puck and away from it. 
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They carried that approach into the third and final meeting of the season 
with the Panthers on Thursday, and it benefitted them greatly. 

Six players scored goals — yes, of course, Patrik Laine was among them 
— and 11 players hit the scoresheet, and the Blue Jackets stood up to 
the Panthers with every finished check and inch of contested ice. 

More impressive, they did it without injured defenseman Zach Werenski 
(day to day, upper body), who leads the Blue Jackets in ice time and 
leads the entire club out of the defensive zone better than any other 
player. 

“You lose a guy like ‘Z’ … you can’t replace that,” Blue Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen said. “It has to be by committee. 

“I just love how we competed, right from the opening shift. We went 
through some adversity, some penalties, some frustration on calls we 
didn’t get, but they kept their poise. This team has been a handful for us, 
so to come in here and keep it rolling … it was great.” 

The Blue Jackets killed four penalties, three that played out with their two 
rugged defensemen Vladislav Gavrikov (two penalties) and Andrew 
Peeke (one) sitting in the penalty box. 

“The penalty killers won us a game today, let’s just be honest,” Blue 
Jackets forward Jakub Voracek said. 

But the Jackets continued to be a dangerous club offensively. 

Laine extended his point streak to 11 games with a first-period goal that 
was started by a Voracek takeaway and set up by a Voracek assist to 
Laine off the rush. 

The Jackets took the lead for good on Boone Jenner’s 22nd goal of the 
season when he redirected a Gavrikov shot midway through the second. 

2. A barrage of goals 

The Blue Jackets have won four in a row, seven of their last eight and 
nine of their last 11 games. Larsen and the players will tell you that the 
commitment to harder, more physical play and more effective checking 
has made a big difference. 

But it’s also opened them up offensively, and not just Laine. 

Yes, Laine now has an 11-game point streak, the third-longest streak in 
franchise history. He’s scored 13 goals in those 11 games, which is an 
astounding pace. 

But the Blue Jackets, over those 11 games, are averaging 4.73 goals per 
game, tops in the NHL since Jan. 27. Jenner had 6-8-14, Werenski 2-9-
11, Gustav Nyquist 3-7-10, Voracek 1-9-10 and Oliver Bjorkstrand 4-4-8. 

On Thursday, the scoring depth came up huge. 

Gabriel Carlsson, who took Werenski’s spot in the lineup, scored on a 
slap shot from the left circle just 3:12 into the third to make it 3-1. 

When Florida made it 3-2 at 6:52, the Blue Jackets kept their composure. 
Cole Sillinger scored off a rush — another primary assist for Voracek — 
to make it 4-2 at 9:47 and Justin Danforth redirected an Adam Boqvist 
shot just 10 seconds later to make it 5-2. 

That’s two goals in 10 seconds from the Blue Jackets’ fourth line. 

“If you want to win, you have to have scoring depth,” Voracek said. “We 
just have to ride it out as long as we can because we need these points 
to make up the ground. We’re making a push right now, which I think is 
really important for us.” 

3. The defense can’t rest 

The defense takes on an entirely different look without Werenski in the 
lineup. He’s already been ruled out for Friday’s game versus the 
Hurricanes as he did not travel with the club from Columbus on 
Wednesday. 

Gavrikov moved up from the second pair to play in Werenski’s spot on 
the top pair beside Andrew Peeke. Dean Kukan moved up from third to 
second to join Adam Boqvist, and Carlsson came into the lineup on the 
third pair with Gavin Bayreuther. 

Werenski normally wears an alternate captain’s “A,” but that was put on 
Gavrikov’s sweater Thursday, a show of significant respect for the 
veteran. Peeke, who hails from Florida, played a career-high 27:15. 

In addition to Werenski, the Blue Jackets have played recent games 
without defenseman Jake Bean, who’s out with a lower-body injury. 

“We’re thin back there right now,” Larsen said. “But I thought that back 
end worked their tail off tonight. They competed really hard. It was a 
good game for them.” 

Carlsson played just 12:49, but had a goal, was plus-2, had two hits and 
two blocked shots. He hadn’t played since Jan. 31, the last time the Blue 
Jackets played Florida. 

“Tough game to come in on,” Larsen said. “It’s been a few weeks for him. 
(Assistant coach Steve McCarthy) has put in a lot of work with him. I 
know (assistant coach) Kenny (McCudden) has, too. And Gabriel has, 
too. He’s worked really, really hard. 

“To come into this game, with the pace of it … that’s a big-bodied team. 
We know how good they are. They’re at the top of the league for a 
reason. You’re a little nervous what that’s going to look like. I thought he 
held his own and did an excellent job tonight.” 

4. Sillinger, Jack Roslovic flip 

Late in the first period, Larsen made one adjustment to his lines. Sillinger 
was dropped to the fourth line with winger Brendan Gaunce and Justin 
Danforth, and Jack Roslovic was elevated to the second line between 
Oliver Bjorkstrand and Gus Nyquist. 

“Silly had a rough couple of shifts,” Larsen said. “Three or four turnovers 
in two or three shifts. Jack had been playing better, so it was in the back 
of my mind anyway if there was an opportunity to move him up. 

“I think it helped both of them, I really do.” 

Roslovic played 12:36, had two assists, and a plus-2 rating. Sillinger had 
an eventful game, considering he played only 11:26. He scored a goal, 
had four hits, a plus-2 rating and won 3 of 8 faceoffs. 

Sillinger came oh-so-close to getting his second goal into an empty 
Florida net with 4:18 remaining and the Jackets leading 6-3, but Panthers 
forward Sam Bennett wasn’t having any of it. 

Bennett came through three zones like a comet and obliterated Sillinger 
before he released the puck from the right circle. Sillinger went 
immediately to the room and did not come out to finish the game. 

Gaunce skated up to Bennett immediately after the hit, but there were no 
repercussions the rest of the game. 

Larsen said he had no issues with the hit. 

“No, I don’t,” he said. “Initially I thought it was high. I’ll say this, I have to 
be careful … I think as a young guy (like) Silly, you have to understand 
it’s a 6-3 game, and that guy’s tracking the puck. If you open yourself up 
… 

“It’s a clean hit. You could call it charging or whatever, (but) he’s tracking 
the puck and he’s going to hit you. You’re down 6-3 at home. He did what 
he’s supposed to do. It’s unfortunate because Silly took a pretty good lick 
there, but it’s a teaching lesson for him, too, and all our guys to keep your 
head up and be ready for something like that. 

“I hope he’s OK, obviously, first and foremost. You know what I think of 
him, but I think it’s a really good teaching point.” 

5. Snacks 
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Goaltender Jean-Francois Berube made his third straight start and 
earned his third straight win, stopping 39 of 42 shots. He’s now stopped 
111 of 120 shots in three games, a .925 save percentage and 2.99 goals-
against average. … Berube is only the second Blue Jackets goaltender 
to begin his tenure with the club with three straight wins. The other is 
Steve Mason, who did so in 2008-09. … Voracek, who has played on the 
opposite wing from Laine most of the season, pointed to two reasons 
Laine has come to life offensively. “In the beginning (of the season), he 
was trying to give me the puck when he had a good shooting position, 
which is obviously not the best option. Second, I never play left wing and 
I started playing left wing for Patty. He’s better on the right side than the 
left side, it’s more natural for him. He’s more dangerous on that side. I 
think that’s why we’re clicking more than we did.” … The Blue Jackets 
got a little bit of a break in that goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky didn’t get the 
start against his former club. The Panthers turned to Jonas Johansson, 
who stopped 22 of 27 shots. … Forward Emil Bemstrom and 
defenseman Jake Christiansen were recalled from AHL Cleveland on 
Thursday to serve as extra players. They were both healthy scratches 
Thursday. 
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OILERS NOTES: Josh Archibald is back with clean bill of health 

If he won’t get vaccinated, it’s a moot point, though. He can play games 
in Canada but with border/health/quarantine issues, travelling to the U.S. 
for games is likely out of the question 

 

Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal Feb 24, 2022   

 

Josh Archibald would be like getting a trade pick-up if healthy enough. 

“He’s in Edmonton right now, quarantining, after driving up from 
Nebraska. He’s had many, many tests and been seen by three different 
doctors and he’s been given a clean, bill of health,” Edmonton Oilers 
general manager Ken Holland said of the player who suffered from 
myocarditis, an inflammation of the heart muscle. 

Archibald would obviously need plenty of practice time because he hasn’t 
played all season after the training camp heart issue last September, 
coupled with being unvaccinated for COVID-19. Has he taken the jab? 

“I believe not,” said Holland. 

But if he did get vaccinated, and he got up to speed with practices, 
Archibald would be a welcome fourth-line, right-wing penalty-kill addition. 

If he won’t get vaccinated, it’s a moot point, though. He can play games 
in Canada but with border/health/quarantine issues, travelling to the U.S. 
for games is likely out of the question. The Oilers have two of their 15 
remaining road games in this country. In Calgary on March 7 and March 
26. He can drive there. 

The Oilers have home games against Washington, Tampa, Detroit, 
Buffalo, New Jersey, San Jose, Arizona and Los Angeles in March. Also, 
St. Louis, Colorado, Las Vegas, Dallas, Colorado, San Jose and 
Vancouver in April. So, 15 games he could play. 

But U.S. road travel, unvaccinated? He couldn’t even go on the Oilers 
plane. 

Another unvaccinated NHLer, the Red Wings’ Tyler Bertuzzi has been 
playing and unable to travel to games in Canada. It’s much more 
challenging the other way around. 

The March 21 trade deadline is clearly upper-most in Holland’s eyes. If 
Archibald got vaccinated before that, he theoretically would be a fine 
addition. But after the deadline, six of the next 10 Oilers games are in the 
U.S. So, he would be of no use to them. 

LOOKING AT THE DEFENCE 

When Holland was in Detroit, he lost Vlad Konstantinov to the awful 
limousine crash and Jiri Fisher to his heart issues, and that left a huge 
hole on their back end. Same here with Oscar Klefbom. Two years now 
he’s been out with a bad shoulder, and we now know how important he 
was in the big picture. 

“He was making $4 million a year and all those minutes he played,” said 
Holland. 

Right now, with Duncan Keith (concussion) still out, the Oilers played 
three basic left defencemen — William Lagesson (50 games), Markus 
Niemelainen (14) and Philip Broberg (15) — who have played 79 total 
NHL games, against Tampa. Not even one full season. 

This ‘n’ that: Defenceman Slater Koekkoek, who cleared waivers before 
the all-star break and was sent to Bakersfield, Calif., missed the last 
three Condors games for personal reasons. He’s been giving time away 
to deal with that and there’s no timeframe for his return. He did play two 
American Hockey League games … Leaving Amelie Arena in Tampa on 
Wednesday, Connor McDavid offered his congratulations to Lightning 
forward Corey Perry on his 400th NHL goal and posed for a picture with 
Perry and Perry’s four-year-old son, Griffin, who was clutching the puck. 
Nice touch by the Oilers captain. Perry’s first NHL goal, scored on Oct. 
10, 2005, was also against the Oilers in Anaheim with Jussi Markkanen 
in net … The Flyers’ Justin Braun, unrestricted free-agent right-shot 
defensive D-man ($1.8 million) is the cheapest Oilers alternative at the 
trade deadline. While Koekkoek, who just turned 28, and Kris Russell can 
play left and right defence, Russell’s injury status is up in the air … If the 
Oilers are looking at Islanders goalie Semyon Varlamov, they may be 
giving D-man Scott Mayfield a look, too. Those are the two prime trade 
assets the Isles have … On close to the fourth anniversary of his trade, 
ex-Oilers forward Patrick Maroon scored for the fourth straight game 
against his old club when he got Tampa’s first goal Wednesday. Maroon 
has now played 251 league games since then-GM Peter Chiarelli dealt 
him to New Jersey for forward J.D. Dudek and a third-round draft pick on 
Feb. 26, 2018. Maroon has three Cup rings (two in Tampa, one in St. 
Louis). Dudek is currently toiling in the semi-pros with the Allen (Texas) 
Americans, Seattle’s farm club. The third-rounder they got was turned 
into goalie Ilya Konovalov, in Bakersfield now … With Tony DeAngelo out 
a month (midsection injury) in Carolina, they’ve lost their power-play QB 
with the Oilers there Sunday. Meanwhile ex-Oilers defenceman Ethan 
Bear is back as pretty much a regular on the ‘Canes defence, playing 
seven of the last nine after they seemed to favour a tougher Brendan 
Smith over him…Tough luck for former Oiler winger Jujhar Khaira, done 
for the season in Chicago, after lower-back surgery (up to 12 weeks). He 
has also had a number of concussions the last few seasons to battle 
through … The Oilers, like many NHL teams, are probably sniffing 
around free-agent Russian winger Andrei Kuzmenko (Evander Kane’s 
agent Daniel Milstein), second in Kontinental Hockey League scoring for 
St. Petersburg. Ottawa may have the inside track though because Artem 
Zub, his former KHL teammate, is with the Senators … While winger 
Matvey Petrov (North Bay) is fifth in Ontario Hockey League scoring (66 
points in 44 games), another prospect Tyler Tullio (Oshawa) is seventh 
with 65. 
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Holland must make a move in Oilers goal and clock is ticking furiously 

What they need is the Chicago unrestricted free agent Marc-Andre Fleury 
or the New York Islanders' Semyon Valarmov 
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Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal Publishing date: Feb 24, 2022   

 

We’ve seen this muddled picture show in net before. 

Back in 2006, when Ty Conklin, Jussi Markkanen and Mike Morrison 
were the three-headed monster here with the Edmonton Oilers clinging to 
the eighth and last playoff spot in the West. 

Conklin was supposed to be the starter but struggled out of camp for the 
first two months. Markkanen was the good soldier but perceived to only 
be a backup and Morrison was used in shootouts. The three had a 
cringe-worthy combined .880 save percentage until general manager 
Kevin Lowe swung for the fences, giving up his first-round pick in ’06 to 
Minnesota (they took Trevor Lewis, now in Calgary but a two-time Cup 
winner in Los Angeles) and a third-rounder in ’07 for Dwayne Roloson. 

Roloson lost his first three games (13 goals allowed) before … well, you 
know the story. He got it going and finished with a .927 save percentage 
in 18 playoff games before ripping up his knee against Carolina. 

Now, current GM Ken Holland is in a pickle. Well, actually, it’s a whole jar 
of pickles. 

He’s got Mike Smith, who has to yet to find his game but, really, can they 
keep trotting him out in the NHL when he’s given up eight goals in his last 
29 shots, with a 5-6 seasonal record? Smith, with his injuries, is seriously 
playing catchup, and since the all-star break, he has an .882 save 
percentage. 

Maybe Holland will have a sit down with Smith on this road trip and frame 
this scenario with the proud goalie: “Look, Mike, what if we put you on 
waivers, would you go to Bakersfield for 10 days to two weeks to try and 
get your game reps, where wins and losses aren’t so critical?” 

Smith will likely start Sunday in Carolina because Mikko Koskinen is 
going to get the start Saturday in Florida. Then, if Smith struggles against 
the Hurricanes, maybe Smith could go to the farm where the Condors 
play five games from March 2-11. Smith would have to go on waivers, 
but it’s unlikely anybody’s taking him. Swap out Stuart Skinner for Smith 
for two weeks. 

There’s little sense in having three goalies in Edmonton with Skinner, 
who has a .913 save percentage in his limited time with the Oilers, and 
Koskinen, who is 5-0-1 in his last six starts playing and Smith sitting. 

Koskinen, while he has a .899 save percentage, well under the league 
average .910, has won 17 games in his 26 appearances. That’s the 
same wins as Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck and one more than 
Anaheim’s John Gibson, in way fewer starts. And Jordan Binnington has 
only won 12 of his 25 games in St. Louis with a .900 save percentage. 

Koskinen’s wins can’t be overlooked. 

Skinner, who will be on the Oilers roster next season because he has to 
clear waivers, is still an NHL newbie with 13 games this year (6-6, 2.62 
goals-against average). Can he really take the reins now? 

Holland, with $716,000 in cap room, has to get a goalie so his team feels 
better about itself. Forget those other names being tossed around — 
Martin Jones, Braden Holtby, Thomas Greiss, James Reimer. Even 
Aleksandar Georgiev with the New York Rangers, younger with potential, 
has an .898 save percentage with seven wins. 

What they need is the Chicago unrestricted free agent Marc-Andre Fleury 
or the New York Islanders’ Semyon Valarmov, with one year left at $5 
million, so not a rental. That would mean trading Koskinen’s $4.5 million 
cap hit now to equalize the money this year but Isles GM Lou Lamoriello 
could also hold onto Varlamov until the draft to see what he can get. 

The Islanders would get Varlamov’s $5 million off the books so they have 
more cap room this summer to sign other people, but if Lamoriello wants 

to move him now, the Oilers would have to toss in sweeteners (draft 
pick/Dmitry Samorukov, Rafael Lavoie?). 

The Oilers have no second/third-round or fourth-round picks in 2022. If 
they win two playoff rounds, they give up a second to the Hawks as part 
of the Duncan Keith deal. If not, it’s a third-rounder going to Chicago. In 
2023, they have all their picks. In a perfect world, Lamoriello would rather 
have a player who can potentially help for next season’s roster. 

Fleury is almost surely Holland’s No. 1 target, although he has a 10-team 
no-trade list and the Oilers likely are on it. 

“I don’t know if — IF — I move, I would love a chance to win. That’s what 
I play for and what I love. It’s still a big if, though,” said Fleury, who would 
have a better chance in Edmonton to get to the Western Conference final 
than if he were traded to an Eastern team where Tampa, Carolina and 
Florida hold sway, along with Pittsburgh. 

Washington is hot after him because Ilya Samsonov has struggled. 
Toronto might make a play to have Fleury work with their UFA, Jack 
Campbell. 

What Holland has to almost surely do if he’s after Fleury is find a broker, 
a third team (how about Buffalo with $12 million in cap space), to get 
Fleury’s $7 million cap hit greatly reduced, but that would mean trading 
the Hawks something, and the third team something else, so double-
dipping. And he would have to trade Koskinen or Smith, who has another 
year at $2 million. 

At 37, it’s unlikely the Hawks can get a first-rounder this summer for 
Fleury but almost surely a second- or third-round pick and a good 
prospect for the goalie. Washington would pay that. The Oilers do not 
want to move their first-rounder in 2022 or 2023, for a 37-year-old goalie 
who can walk away after the season. 

Unless they could see signing him for one more year after the playoffs. 
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Salary cap limits Oilers’ options but there’s no excuse not to look for a 
goalie today 

 

By Jonathan Willis Feb 24, 2022  

 

When talking about the Oilers’ trade deadline options, pundits often place 
a lot of emphasis on the team’s current cap situation. It certainly matters, 
but it’s not the obstacle it’s often made out to be. Selling teams routinely 
retain money on rental contracts, and Edmonton has a number of pricey 
expiring deals it could send back to make the dollars work. 

The bigger obstacle in some respects is the 2022-23 cap. It won’t keep 
Edmonton from bringing in rentals, but it makes it tricky if the Oilers want 
to re-sign those players or add pieces with term left on their contracts. 

The simplest place to start when considering the 2022-23 situation is with 
the current NHL roster. If we take all the skaters who have played 
significant minutes in Edmonton this year, line them up at their current 
positions (in order of minutes played per game) and add in their 2022-23 
contract status, we get the following chart: 

Let’s start by assuming all of the unrestricted free agents get pushed out 
the door. There’s a decent chance that Mikko Koskinen and Kyle Turris 
are dispatched at the deadline to clear immediate cap space anyway, 
and if any of Colton Sceviour, Josh Archibald or Kris Russell come back 
it’s bound to be at a cut rate. 

The most interesting of the UFAs, by far, is Evander Kane. He’s an 
excellent player and he’s contributed immediately for the Oilers. The 
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problem is he was and did the exact same thing when he arrived in San 
Jose, tempting the Sharks to bite on a long-term contract they came to 
regret. If he’s willing to come back on terms similar to which he arrived — 
i.e. a one-year contract — that’s well worth considering but otherwise, 
Edmonton should avoid the risk. 

Let’s further assume that the Oilers keep half of their edge-of-roster 
RFAs in the league, and pencil them in for their qualifying offers. While 
we’re tidying up, we can also re-bury Slater Koekkoek in the AHL and 
promote Dylan Holloway, who will surely start next season in the majors. 

Finally, one last bit of business, and this one perhaps more of a reach: 
goaltending. We’ve already nixed Koskinen, leaving the starting job open. 
We’re going to further suggest that a waiver-eligible Stuart Skinner is a 
better choice for the backup role than Smith, and bury Mike Smith in the 
AHL. 

Here’s what that looks like: 

(We are of course excluding Oscar Klefbom from this projection. His 
return would simultaneously be very welcome, throw a massive wrench 
into the cap calculations and at this moment can’t be predicted.) 

This projection is bound to be wrong in several places, but it works as a 
reasonable approximation of where the Oilers sit before making major 
decisions. What it shows is that the Oilers have $10 million-or-so in cap 
space to address the following items: 

A starting goaltender 

New contracts for Jesse Puljujarvi, Ryan McLeod and Kailer Yamamoto 

Another top-six forward 

Any changes the team wishes to make on the blue line 

It’s going to be a tall order. It will be possible if the Oilers shed some 
money either at the deadline or in the summer, but it will be tough no 
matter what. 

One thing to bet on: bridge contracts across the board. 

Puljujarvi is a tough player to predict because he’s had such a weird 
career path. I looked for comparable players the last couple of years and 
had a bunch who were unsuitable for one reason or other; on balance I’d 
guess a bridge deal for him probably comes in somewhere in the $4 
million ballpark. 

Right now the closest match for Yamamoto from last year’s RFA class is 
probably Colorado’s Tyson Jost. The scoring numbers are similar, the 
career arc is similar, and both players burned through an entry-level deal 
and one-year show-me contract. Jost got two years at $2 million. 

McLeod, coming off an entry-level deal, is in a different boat. We saw 
how the Oilers grinded away at both Puljujarvi and Yamamoto when they 
lacked arbitration eligibility, and they’d be foolish not to do the same 
here. Call it $1 million right now, give or take. 

This is back-of-the-envelope stuff, but if the Oilers spend roughly $7 
million on their RFAs it leaves the team with just $3 million for everything 
else. That robs them of the ability to bring in anything other than a 
discount starting goalie, and rules out acquiring a top-six forward or doing 
much with the defence other than dollar-in/dollar-out moves. 

There are a few places where the Oilers could shed money. Duncan 
Keith, Tyson Barrie, Cody Ceci, Zack Kassian, Warren Foegele and a re-
signed Yamamoto all stand out as players who a) aren’t entirely 
irreplaceable and b) have hefty salaries. 

(Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, nominally the team’s third-line centre on this 
depth chart, doesn’t register on this list. If we look solely at the six games 
he’s played in that role for Jay Woodcroft, we find he’s one of four Oilers 
forwards averaging more than 20 minutes per night. Third-line centre is 
an important job on any team, but combine it with Nugent-Hopkins’ 
special teams roles and he’s not any kind of luxury.) 

Personally, I knock Ceci and Foegele off that list. Both add important 
elements to the roster at a reasonable price point. After that, Keith’s no-
move clause and Kassian’s contract make both players very difficult to 
move. That leaves just Barrie and Yamamoto, who not coincidentally 
tend to pop up in trade rumours. 

Even assuming one or both are dealt, clearly some of Edmonton’s wish-
list items for next summer will have to be sacrificed. There’s a need for a 
top-six forward to replace the departing Kane, but there’s no budget for 
one. There’s a need to change the complexion of the blue line, but it has 
to be done without spending any extra money. 

Where there is some room to spend is in net. The Oilers can probably 
afford a longer-term commitment of $5 million or so in the starting job, 
maybe a little more if they’re willing to roll the dice on young defencemen. 

That brings us back to the upcoming deadline. Just looking at the 2022-
23 cap situation, it’s hard to imagine Edmonton finding the money to 
make a long-term commitment to an expensive forward or defencemen, 
even if they shed money in the deal. Players coming back are probably 
rentals or signed to discount contracts. 

This is especially true given the difficulties in trying to move Barrie at the 
deadline. That’s not a slight on the player; plenty of Oilers teams in the 
very recent past would have loved a power play option like him. The 
current Edmonton team is an aberration, one where the top power play 
seems to function better with a lefty at the point and which has multiple 
right-shot offensive specialists anyway. 

He will have value, somewhere. Where is a little tricky to pin down 
midseason while so many of the teams in need of an offensive specialist 
are in full-on seller mode. 

Yamamoto, in contrast, is a very plausible deadline candidate. He finds 
himself in that tricky spot where he’s young and valuable while also being 
somewhat replaceable. Edmonton can trade him without significantly 
weakening their current forward group, while he remains attractive to a 
retooling or rebuilding club looking for long-term value. 

Shedding those dollars can certainly wait, however. The most important 
thing to take away from next year’s cap situation is where the Oilers can 
add. Up front and on the blue line, they’re pretty much stuck shopping the 
rental and discount markets. In net, though, they have the option of 
grabbing a real player with term, or a pending UFA they intend to re-sign. 

In the short term, sending Koskinen and/or Turris out makes the money 
work. Next year, there’s enough space to find room for that kind of 
player. In short, cap considerations shouldn’t keep Edmonton from 
looking for a long-term starting goalie right now. 
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Detroit Red Wings see schedule ahead as chance to 'get into a groove' 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Rest is important, but what the Detroit Red Wings crave — along with 
winning — is rhythm.  

They turn their attention to the Toronto Maple Leafs, who come to Little 
Caesars Arena on Saturday, dinged by losing after a week between 
games. The Wings only had seven games on February's slate, and 
playing twice a week or less gets old quickly. 

"We get in a rhythm," captain Dylan Larkin said after Wednesday's 5-2 
loss to the Colorado Avalanche. "We’re creatures of habit, playing 
hockey. We played a lot of games and then we have a little bit of a break 
and we don’t play a lot of games this month. We need to get back in a 
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groove, and we need to find a way to build confidence game in and game 
out, and it starts Saturday night against Toronto." 

WEDNESDAY'S GAME: Detroit Red Wings outmatched by Colorado 
Avalanche, 5-2, despite 2 assists from Seider 

Coach Jeff Blashill estimated the Avalanche's chances as "fairly minimal, 
but we have to make sure they’re not going in our net. To beat good 
teams, we’re going to have to be really good defensively." 

Over the past 10 days, the Wings have lost at the Minnesota Wild and 
won at the New York Rangers. Following the Leafs, the schedule offers 
the Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers the 
first week of March. For a team trying to close a double-digit points gap 
on a wild-card spot, that's a killer slate. 

MARCH MADNESS: Detroit Red Wings' Steve Yzerman has options a 
month from NHL trade deadline 

"All those teams are pretty elite," Blashill said. "We have to play good 
hockey and we have to do it for 60. Last time we played Toronto, I 
thought we outplayed them for a good period of time, but we didn’t finish 
the job. We’re going to have to find a way to make sure we give up less 
goals — you can’t try to outscore these teams. We have to defend better 
in those situations. 

"You either have to score more or give up less. We had opportunities to 
score more and we gave up too many. The easier fix on a night-to-night 
basis against real good teams is to make sure that you’re not giving up 
as many." 

The Wings got caught flatfooted to start Wednesday's game, and that 
cost them a 2-0 deficit. They worked their way to a one-goal game, but 
giving up goals late in the second period and early in the third proved 
insurmountable. 

"That third goal was a killer, and so was the fourth one," Larkin said. "It 
was right after a big kill and they get one. It wasn’t the best timing for the 
goals against. 

"We know where we’re at in the standings. We know we have to do a lot 
of work to catch them, and there are other teams in the hunt. We have to 
get on a run here and we have to do it pretty quickly, and we have no 
better time to do it than against some of the teams we have coming up." 
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Filip Zadina enjoying life on Red Wings' top line 

 

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Filip Zadina wanted to make it perfectly clear: He'd enjoy 
playing on a line with any of the other Red Wings forwards. 

And at one point, or another, Zadina probably has. 

But getting the opportunity right now to be linemates with Dylan Larkin 
and Lucas Raymond, let's just say Zadina is enjoying this opportunity 
while it lasts. 

Zadina scored his seventh goal during Wednesday's 5-2 loss to 
Colorado, and his second in four games since being put on that line five 
games ago. 

"It's good to play with everybody on this team," said Zadina, noting he'd 
be comfortable with any line combination coach Jeff Blashill draws up. 
"But with them (Larkin, Raymond), they're real skilled offensive players, 
and with them it's good to play with the puck, and stuff like that. It's a little 
easier." 

The ability to create offense and plays is what has made Larkin and 
Raymond so effective this season, and whoever has been on the other 
wing (Tyler Bertuzzi, Vladislav Namestnikov, Robby Fabbri) has 
experienced the offensive benefits, as well. 

Zadina has been the latest lucky Red Wing, and is gaining confidence 
after a prolonged offensive slump this season. 

"For sure it's been great to play with those guys," Zadina said. "We had 
good chances (Wednesday), and I do feel comfortable with them and 
way confident. It's been great." 

It was actually defenseman Moritz Seider who made the key play on 
Zadina's goal. 

Seider and Raymond were skating on a 2-on-1 rush with Zadina trailing. 
Seider made an instinctive play of placing a shot off the pads of 
goaltender Pavel Francouz, the puck going directly to Zadina down the 
slot. Zadina had no trouble putting in the rebound. 

"I thought he (Seider) was going to pass to Razor on the other side for a 
one-timer," Zadina said. "(Instead) he played it off the pad and it worked 
out. It was a great play by (Seider)." 

Blashill was happy to see Zadina score, which builds the confidence and 
self-esteem of any goal-scorer. But Blashill wants to see Zadina keep 
building and growing his overall game. 

"It's good to score," Blashill said. "I've seen him play with more 
confidence, and part of that is obviously you're going to play with more 
offensive players and when you're playing in those situations, you play 
more (minutes). There's some positives he did (Wednesday) and some 
areas he has to keep working on." 

Tough stretch 

The Wings are now 1-2-0 in this seven-game stretch against seven of the 
top eight teams in the NHL's overall standings. 

Next up, the Wings host Toronto on Saturday. 

Zadina insists the Wings aren't far behind these top teams. 

"We're pretty close," Zadina said. "We have the ability to score goals. We 
just have to avoid those kind of small mistakes and we'll be fine.  

"We just have to play good hockey, and if we play good defense, we'll 
have more offense." 

Blashill sees it in simple hockey terms. 

"We have to play good hockey, (and) do it for 60 (minutes)," Blashill said. 
"Obviously last time we played Toronto, we outplayed them for a good 
period of time, but we didn't finish the job (Toronto rallied in the final 10 
minutes of regulation). We're going to have to make sure we find a way 
to give up less goals. 

"You can't try to outscore these teams. We have to defend better in those 
situations."  

Struggling DeKeyser  

Defenseman Danny DeKeyser was minus-3 in over 18 minutes of ice 
time Wednesday, and was moved off a pairing with Seider to play with 
Gustav Lindstrom. 

Since returning from back surgery two seasons ago, DeKeyser has 
appeared to struggle at times with his strength and skating. Blashill said 
Thursday that's the physical reality right now for DeKeyser. 

"Before the surgery he had certain strength and skating power that he 
might never have to the same level again; that's the just reality of having 
a major injury and it was a major injury," Blashill said. "Is he at that same 
strength and power and skating and fluidity? Probably not. He doesn't 
have the same level of strength, and I don't know if he'll have it again or 
not. I just don't know that answer. Is he striving (to regain that strength)? 
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Yes, he works extremely hard off the ice and with our sports-science staff 
to be the best he can be.  

"At the same time, as you get older, it's harder. Danny has played good 
hockey and is a real good, smart player and makes good decisions." 

Larkin sits 

Larkin didn't practice Thursday. 

Larkin hurt himself during Tuesday's practice, but played Wednesday and 
had two assists. 

"Maintenance day," Blashill said of Larkin not practicing. "He was 
questionable for (Wednesday), and I can't sit here and say for sure he's 
playing Saturday. I don't know that. But we felt it was best to keep him off 
(the ice Thursday)." 
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Red Wings fall to league-leading Avalanche 5-2 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – Having to play catch-up for practically the entire night 
against the top team in the NHL is not a formula for success. 

The Colorado Avalanche grabbed an early lead Wednesday and didn’t 
relinquish it in a 5-2 victory over the Detroit Red Wings at Little Caesars 
Arena. 

The Red Wings, coming off a five-day break in the middle of a seven-
game stretch against the league’s best clubs, dropped to 23-23-6. 
Colorado (37-10-4) has an NHL-leading 78 points. 

The Avalanche have won eight in a row against the Red Wings dating 
back to March 18, 2017. 

Filip Zadina and Robby Fabbri scored for Detroit. Moritz Seider and 
Dylan Larkin each recorded two assists. Larkin has 201 career assists 
and extended his points streak to eight games (six goals, 10 assists). 

Thomas Greiss, starting consecutive games for the first time since Dec. 
18-31, faced 30 shots. 

After Valeri Nichushkin put the Avalanche ahead 4-1 at 2:11 of the third, 
Fabbri converted on the power play at 9:38, his 14th goal. 

The Red Wings had several good chances to cut the deficit to one before 
Gabriel Landeskog sealed it with an empty-net goal, his second of the 
game, with 39 seconds remaining. 

The Red Wings, after being dominated during much of the first, picked up 
their play in the latter stages of the period and carried that momentum 
into the second. 

They didn’t convert on a good power play midway through the second, 
but it sparked them further. Zadina then scored at 11:35 to cut Colorado’s 
lead to 2-1. 

Zadina’s seventh goal came off a long rebound of Moritz Seider’s shot. 
Seider led the three-on-one rush. 

The Avalanche finished the period strong and took a 3-1 lead on Nazem 
Kadri’s goal at 18:19. He backhanded in a rebound from the net front. 

The Avalanche were all over the Red Wings from drop of the puck in the 
first period, pinning them in their zone and taking a 1-0 lead at 1:12 when 
Landeskog fired in a rebound from the crease. 

Darren Helm, in his first game in Detroit since signing with the Avalanche 
last summer, assisted on the goal. Two of the former Red Wing’s eight 
points have come against Detroit. 

Colorado continued to apply the pressure and made it 2-0 at 11:47 when 
Tyson Jost grabbed a rebound and deposited a backhand shot into an 
open net. 
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Red Wings host high-powered Avalanche, former teammate Darren Helm 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Darren Helm played on some high-powered Detroit Red Wings teams 
early in his NHL career. Tonight, he returns to Detroit while playing for 
another top-end club when the Colorado Avalanche visit Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30, Bally Sports Detroit). 

Colorado (36-10-4) has a league-leading 76 points and is second in 
goals per game (3.92). The Avalanche defeated Detroit 7-3 on Dec. 10 in 
Colorado. 

“Last time we played them it felt like they were shot out of a cannon 
every time they were coming up the ice,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “They can play a really fast game. They are a possession-type team 
in terms of breaking out with possession and getting into the other zone 
with possession. They’re very good on the line rush, they’re very good in 
the O-zone. They can get it moving around. 

“We’re going to have times in our end where they’re going to be rolling 
around and we got to be comfortable with just kind of staying between 
them and the net and not panicking in those situations, because they do 
get that type of offense going. Obviously, they have some very high-end 
players. (Nathan) MacKinnon is one of the best players in the league (he 
is out tonight due to a lower-body injury). (Cale) Makar’s established 
himself as one of the best defensemen in the league. I’ve been a Nazem 
Kadri fan for a long time since I coached against him in the American 
League. He’s very hard player to play against that can score. Just go up 
and down their lineup. They’ll be a great challenge for us, but that’s what 
we want. We want to see where we stack up against teams like this.” 

The Red Wings (23-22-6) are coming off a five-day break following a 3-2 
shootout victory at the New York Rangers on Thursday. 

[Find a “$1000 risk-free bet″ deal from FanDuel Sportsbook here] 

Dylan Larkin, injured late in Tuesday’s practice, skated this morning and 
will be a game-time decision, Blashill said. Joe Veleno was recalled from 
the Grand Rapids Griffins just in case. Vladislav Namestnikov has been 
cleared to play after missing two games with a lower-body injury. 

Helm, 35, signed a one-year, $1 million contract with Colorado in the 
offseason, after 14 seasons with the Red Wings. He was a fast-skating 
energy player and checking-line center/winger during his time in Detroit. 
He has four goals and two assists in 38 games with the Avalanche and 
scored a goal in the first meeting between these teams. 

“Quiet leader but demanded a lot,” Blashill said. “His work ethic is 
excellent, both on and off the ice. In the weight room, in practice, he’s 
one of those guys whose attention to detail is great. He’s one of those 
guys who studies. Any information we put there he would study it, so his 
preparation was great. Not necessarily in a real boisterous way but 
certainly demanded that of other people. 

“I think he is a great person to have in the locker room. His effort on a 
day-to-day basis is excellent. His compete on a day-to-day basis is 
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excellent. I’m sure he’s adding good value to their locker room. He 
certainly did that here and in the last few years under trying times.” 

Thomas Greiss, coming off a 37-save performance against the Rangers, 
is expected to start for the second game in a row for Detroit. 

“His last five starts have been really good. Now there’s two months in 
between some of those,” Blashill said. “It seems like his game is 
sharpening up. He had a real good run at the end of last year for us. 
We’re hoping he can have a good run again for us this year. We going to 
need both guys (Greiss and Alex Nedeljkovic) to be good. We got a lot of 
games coming up. We’re not a team that gives up 5-6-7 chances a 
game. We give up too many chances. When you do that, you put a lot of 
weight on the shoulders of your goalie.” 
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The Athletic / The numbers behind the names: Analyzing the Trade 
Deadline Big Board 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Feb 24, 2022  

  

It’s trade season. The deadline is less than a month away and as always 
it’s time to analyze the numbers behind the biggest names on the board.  

Earlier this week, Eric Duhatschek put out the second version of his trade 
board and the market looks a little more appetizing than usual. Generally, 
there aren’t that many players who can really move the needle, but this 
year’s crops feature some legitimate difference-makers. And that’s after 
one, Tyler Toffoli, has already been shipped out. 

This post looks at each player’s value in a vacuum, but that’s not always 
how it translates in real life. Fit is king and a player’s projected value on 
one team may not be what he does on another team. The two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champions are a testament to that with Blake 
Coleman, Barclay Goodrow and David Savard all performing above 
expectations over consecutive Cup runs. Taylor Hall, last year’s big fish, 
looked completely reinvented in Boston compared to a miserable season 
in Buffalo. Sam Bennett looked like nothing special in Calgary. Now, he’s 
a key contributor on one of the league’s best teams. 

Context. Context. Context. The numbers aren’t gospel, but they’re not 
supposed to be. It’s hard to know how a player will fit until their puzzle 
piece is actually put into place. In real life, teams can blend scouting and 
analytics to create beautiful harmony in terms of targets, but that’s not 
the goal here. This is all about the best guess of what a player can 
provide based on what he’s shown to date in his current context. It’ll be 
more right more often than not, but there’ll be plenty of misses along the 
way as there’s a wider range of outcomes that stems from a player 
changing teams. 

There were 30 players on The Athletic’s trade board and we’ve 
separated them here into four categories: difference makers, 
complementary pieces, depth adds and everyone’s favourite, buyer 
beware. That’s where a player lands now. But, with the right fit, they can 
bring more to the table. Of course, the wrong fit is also possible.  

Difference makers 

Players who can make a sizeable impact on a team’s fortunes, making 
their roster look a lot more imposing. Can play in the top six or top pair. 

Claude Giroux: The belle of the trade ball has to be Giroux who brings a 
lot to the table for any acquiring team. Giroux is 34 years old, but still a 
very capable player scoring at a 65-point pace this year. That’s despite 
little help on the Flyers roster.  

It’s not just what he still can do, but the idea of what he’s capable of 
come playoff time. His last few runs haven’t been great, but he was a 
player — in his prime — who could elevate his game in big moments. 
From 2009-to-2012 there were few better playoff performers than Giroux 
and if he can bring that energy back a decade later, his new team will be 
very happy. 

Giroux is still very much a top-line player across the board, ranking highly 
in every major category. He can score, he can pass, he draws penalties, 
and he can drive play at both ends of the ice. Despite Philadelphia being 
terrible this year, Giroux has been a bright light for the Flyers earning 52 
percent of the expected goals and 54 percent of the actual goals. He’s 
even better relative to teammates with his expected goal impact — 0.54 
per 60 — being a career-high. Considering how much time Sean 
Couturier has missed this year, that’s seriously impressive. 

Giroux is still a driver thanks mostly to his playmaking ability in the 
offensive zone. Set him up with some linemates who can shoot and 
move the puck up ice and he could be an elite top-six addition. 

Tomas Hertl: Giroux is the biggest name out there, but Hertl might be 
right there in terms of on-ice value. His projected win rate of 2.8 wins is 
on par with Giroux, as is his expected production around 65-to-70 points.  

The concern with Hertl is his ability to drive play dropping this season. In 
the two seasons prior there were very few forwards who influenced shot 
rates to the degree Hertl did. This year, he’s closer to break-even. That’s 
still strong on this Sharks team, it’s just not at the level expected of him. 
Perhaps being slotted as a second-line center on a contender rather than 
a go-to cog on a bottom-feeder might change that. 

Hertl is well-balanced between his ability to drive chances off the rush or 
the cycle, and has a knack for putting the puck in the net. He can really 
thrive if he’s placed next to some playmaking wingers. 

J.T. Miller: The most versatile player available — ask Miller to do it and 
he will. He’s been Vancouver’s engine since arriving in town three 
seasons ago, scoring at a point-per-game pace during his tenure. It’s a 
shame to see him go, but he’s the team’s most valuable trade chip and 
likely doesn’t fit into their contending timeline. 

Miller has blossomed into a bonafide top-line forward since coming to 
Vancouver, but he looked a bit more complete in the first year compared 
to the past two. He’s still incredibly valuable at 2.3 projected wins, but 
that would look a lot better with stronger five-on-five numbers — 
especially defensively. Relative to teammates, he’s been below average 
in creating actual and expected goal differential in each of the past two 
seasons — a harsh turnaround from his Canucks debut in 2019-20 
where he looked elite. 

That may just be a product of being asked to do too much, or being 
placed too high in the lineup — but the talent is there to be the complete 
package elsewhere. Miller is a great finisher and passer, a real asset on 
offence with potential for more with the right fit. 

Filip Forsberg: Well, this guy wasn’t on the original trade board… but with 
reports that he’s being shopped coming out earlier this week, he bears 
mentioning. Nashville is a strange team. Last year when the Predators 
needed a miracle just to make the playoffs, they held firm on selling. 
They retooled in the offseason but also resigned Mikael Granlund and 
Mattias Ekholm to multi-year extensions. Now that it worked and the 
team is on firm playoff ground they’re… selling their best forward? Odd. 

It’s probably the right move given the team isn’t close to contending, but 
it makes other moves make less sense. In any regard, other teams 
should be all-in on Forsberg who has easily been the most impactful 
player available. It’s not often a guy who grades out in the 100th 
percentile of a major category happens to be available and it’s especially 
tantalizing when that category is goals. We like goals! He’s a three-win 
player who is playing at a four-win pace thanks to 26 goals and 44 points 
in 38 games. For those keeping track at home, that’s an 82-game pace of 
56 goals and 95 points. Forsberg has the potential to really change the 
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complexion of a contender’s make-up, giving them a real offensive 
weapon that knows how to put the puck in the net. He’s the real deal. 

Rickard Rakell: Giroux, Hertl, Miller, Forsberg… Rakell. Okay, there’s a 
bit of a drop-off there as Rakell’s value isn’t nearly at the same level as 
those first group of forwards. But he still belongs in this category with the 
bounce-back season he’s having this year. His scoring rate hasn’t 
changed much, he’s still right around 45-to-50 points, but his ability to 
drive play looks stronger. Anaheim is heavily out-scoring opponents with 
Rakell on the ice, and though that’s driven partially by great percentages, 
his expected goals rate being close to average is promising. Like Miller, 
Rakell is a very versatile player that can fit whatever need a team has. 
Not perfect, but very useful. 

John Klingberg / Jeff Petry / Jakob Chychrun: All three of these 
defenders have the same thing in common: high skill, poor results. As 
recently as last season, all three of Klingberg, Petry and Chychrun 
looked like legitimate high-end players who could deliver roughly two 
wins of value from the back-end. That mainly came by way of their 
offence, but even on defence they didn’t slouch. This year has been a 
hellscape though with all three putting up below replacement level 
results.  

Klingberg has a lot of points but has been brutal at five-on-five, especially 
defensively. Petry has been solid at driving play relative to the awful team 
he’s on, but his production has evaporated. Chychrun is the worst of both 
worlds. 

The context each player was in last year was working for them, but that’s 
changed this year and suddenly their results have fallen off a cliff. The 
model projects a middle ground for all three right around one win, but 
finding the right situation is key. 

For Klingberg, a less restrictive system is key to let his puck-moving skills 
flourish. For Petry and Chychrun — some capable help of any kind would 
be nice. None of the three look like they can drive a pair on their own at 
this point in their careers, but they can be real assets on a top-four next 
to partners with complementary skillsets. A leader on a strong second 
pair, or a nice addition to create an elite top pair. There’s lots of value 
here worth paying for, even if the players haven’t looked the part this 
season. Chychrun, the youngest of the three with cost control, is the 
most tantalizing as a buy-low option. 

Mark Giordano: Of all the defensive options out there, it’s curious how 
little fanfare there is for Giordano who has all the qualities a playoff team 
should want. Analytically, he’s still very sound with the Kraken being 0.21 
expected goals per 60 better with him on the ice, an improvement over 
his final year in Calgary. That’s in a shutdown role and entirely seen on 
the defensive side of the puck. A team looking for a shutdown type who 
can handle tough minutes could do really well with a Giordano add. He 
can still move the puck well out of the zone and defend his blue line well. 
His leadership and intangibles offer a little extra to the table too, as long 
as the acquiring team accepts that his offence has become very limited. 
He’s no longer an elite needle-mover, but he’s still got some goods left in 
the tank. 

Marc-Andre Fleury: How valuable Fleury is dependent on how one 
values goalies. My model is really stubborn in that sense, looking at the 
last two seasons first and foremost — but keeping the previous three 
before that also in mind. Fleury comes out looking really strong, a guy 
who can still be a valuable starter in this league. Maybe not quite at his 
Vezina Trophy level from last season, but probably something better than 
what he’s shown in Chicago. While his .912 save percentage and minus-
three goals above expected isn’t anything to write home about, it’s worth 
noting his improvement under Derek King. Since Chicago changed 
coaches, Fleury has a .920 save percentage and save saved 4.3 goals 
above expected — good for 19th in the league. 

Complementary pieces 

Players who move the needle in the middle six or on a second pair but 
not to a large degree. Might not be able to drive a line or pair but can add 
to its strength. 

Brandon Hagel / Dominik Kubalik: Two middle six wingers from the 
Blackhawks with varying levels of intrigue. Neither player looks like he 
can drive play all that well, but that could be based on where they’re 
slotted in Chicago’s depth chart. With the right fit, both players can add 
some scoring punch to a contending team. Hagel is the one that’s hot 
now with 1.86 points-per-60 this season and he has some interesting 
micro-stats that suggest added utility. He’s a strong forechecker that can 
move the puck up ice well and create chances in the offensive zone. But 
there’s also some buy-low potential with Kubalik. In the two seasons 
before this one, he had a 2.23 points-per-60 rate with 1.35 goals-per-60. 
This year he’s at 0.72 and 0.45 respectively and while he’s not creating 
as many chances for himself as prior seasons, part of his struggles have 
been poor luck. His on-ice shooting percentage this year is 5.7 percent. 

Andrew Copp / Calle Jarnkrok: When I think “capable depth piece” both 
these guys come to mind. They’re probably being asked a little too much 
from their current teams right now, but slot them into a third-line role and 
they can do some damage. Both are good for around 45-to-50 points, 
scoring around 1.6 points-per-60 with one being better suited to create 
off the rush (Copp) and the other off the cycle (Jarnkrok). Depending on 
what a team needs, there’s a fit to be had. Both players are projected to 
be worth around one win, but there are some concerns about how well 
they drive play. Jarnkrok looked like an elite defensive player in Nashville 
last year but has been awful in that regard in Seattle. If he can regain that 
form that would be a bonus. Copp is usually above average relative to 
teammates and has an okay track record, but it’s been years since his 
teams have out-chanced opponents with him on the ice. Both need 
strong support to thrive. 

Phil Kessel: Want a proven winner with a championship pedigree? That’s 
Phil Kessel, baby. Is he good defensively? Absolutely not, he never was, 
but he can still produce. He’s at 1.86 points-per-60 this year despite 
playing on an offensively inept team and shooting 5.3 percent at five-on-
five. Put that on a third line with a defensively responsible center and it 
might feel like 2017 again. His playmaking this year has been really good 
and he still has the wheels to lug the puck up ice effectively. 

Andreas Johnsson / Pavel Zacha: Two Devils adds with varying utility. 
Johnsson has regained the scoring touch he flashed in his rookie season 
with Toronto and can provide some productive offensive punch if that can 
continue. The concern with him is on defence, but if paired with a creator 
he can thrive. He’s a passenger who can score. Zacha is a bit of an 
enigma, never quite living up to his draft pedigree, but always showing 
flashes. Last year he showed some scoring prowess, but that looks to be 
a flash in the pan. This year he has been strong defensively, a welcome 
development given his struggles there in past seasons, but it’s difficult to 
know whether that’s for real or not considering his past. One thing Zacha 
is really good at is bringing the puck up ice with a 79 percent controlled 
entry rate this season. That’s one of the highest in the league. Lots of 
tools in the box, but he hasn’t been able to build anything with it yet. 

Max Domi: Domi’s stock has fallen hard since a career year in 2018-19, 
but he took a step back towards the right path this season. He’s scoring 
at a 50-point pace and creating offence again, but his defensive issues 
are still what’s holding him back from being a true top-six player — with 
ice-time requisite of that. He can be an asset in a sheltered role if the 
price is right, but it’s clear that something in the top six might be asking 
too much of him. 

Jake DeBrusk: Before the pandemic, DeBrusk was one of Boston’s most 
promising young players — a decent scorer with defensive upside. For 
whatever reason, things just haven’t worked out for the former first-
rounder and a fresh locale could cure what ails him. The hope is not to 
trade for what he’s been over the last two years, but what he showed in 
his first three seasons where he was a top-six scorer. This has been his 
weakest season yet, but that likely has more to do with situational context 
than his ability. There’s talent here, and at the very least he’s a solid third 
liner. Interesting fact: he’s third on Boston in high danger shot assists per 
60 behind Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron according to data from 
Corey Sznajder. Maybe playing him with actual offensively-gifted players 
and not the options in Boston’s bottom six is all he needs. 
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Calvin de Haan: He’s been through some tough stretches over the last 
few years, but this has quietly been a resurgent season for de Haan. 
Offensively, he’s limited, but defensively he’s put up really strong 
numbers in back-to-back seasons. Over the last two years, the 
Blackhawks allow 0.2 fewer expected goals per 60 with him on the ice. 
That’s not saying a whole lot on a team that’s notoriously terrible in their 
own end, but it’s still an impressive feat. He could really shore up a 
team’s third pair. 

Depth adds 

Players who don’t move the needle much. They can play, but not too far 
up the lineup. 

Owen Tippett: After last year’s Sam Bennett slander, I’m wary of writing 
off any young player who hasn’t figured it out yet — but if it’s not working 
in Florida of all places, I’m skeptical. The Panthers have been incredible 
at making lemonade out of lemons, but sometimes, a player is just a 
lemon. Tippett is only 23 and loves to fire the puck, but his finishing 
ability needs work and he’s really weak defensively. Fix that and he could 
be a nice buy-low option. He’s the only Panther getting out-chanced this 
season and it’s important to note his scoring splits with and without 
Jonathan Huberdeau: 1.86 points-per-60 in 161 minutes with, 1.39 
points-per-60 in 302 minutes without. 

Vladislav Namestnikov / Joonas Donskoi / Zach Sanford: Some 
cromulent depth forward additions. Namestnikov has shown the most this 
season with some strong defensive impacts, while Donskoi offers the 
best resume as a previous top-six calibre player before going ice cold in 
Seattle. Sanford looked good once next to Ryan O’Reilly, but his game 
has tanked since. 

Colin Miller: He looked excellent in Vegas in a third-pair role, crushing 
soft minutes with his puck-moving ability. But that was four years ago. 
That ability did not manifest with the Sabres and he’s been a replaceable 
player ever since. It’s clear he can’t handle tougher minutes, but, at the 
right price, he might be worth a flier for some team’s bottom pair. 

P.K. Subban / Nick Leddy: Neither player is what they used to be, but in 
a sheltered third pairing role, both Subban and Leddy can be serviceable. 
Subban can’t move the puck as well as he used to, but his ability to 
defend the line is strong. Leddy’s defence has really dropped off, but he 
can still break the puck out well — pairing him with a stay-at-home type 
could do wonders. Both are still decent in the offensive zone, too. 

Buyer beware 

Players who teams should be wary about trading for, whether that’s due 
to the player being overvalued on the market and overrated in the value 
of their play. 

Ben Chiarot: In all my years of doing this, I’ve never seen the market 
price so out of step with the numbers. Every year there are a few players 
that are overhyped or overpriced, sure, but never like this with Chiarot.  

There are three reasons that Chiarot is appealing: he’s big and mean, he 
plays 23 minutes per night for some reason, and he cross-checks anyone 
within a 10-foot radius of him. By that definition, he’s “what a team needs 
to win come playoff time” with many likely citing previous big-men, big-
minute defenders from years past. That Chiarot was along for the ride to 
last year’s Cup final with Montreal adds to the allure. 

Big and mean does not mean good, it just describes his size and 
demeanour. His ice-time doesn’t mean he’s good either. You can draw a 
straight line between “Montreal is one of the league’s worst teams” and 
“Chiarot is playing 23 minutes per night.” Just because he’s doing it, 
doesn’t mean he’s doing a good job with it. I feel like I shouldn’t have to 
add that cross-checking people is not an asset, but just to be clear, 
taking bad penalties when the stakes are highest is not a good thing! 
Chiarot takes more in the playoffs — for the record. 

There’s the argument that Chiarot could perform better with the right 
partner as if the fanbases from his past two stops didn’t constantly 
complain about needing a better partner for Shea Weber and Dustin 

Byfuglien than Ben Chiarot. Constantly. He’s grossly miscast on a top 
pair and while there’s an argument to be made for his value increasing if 
placed in the right context, the context would have to be extra welcoming 
to make up for his current projected minus-0.9 wins of value. The more 
welcoming that context is, the more it begs the question as to why such a 
player is worth a first-round pick. Or more. It’s also worth noting that his 
numbers did not improve in the playoffs either as some have suggested, 
they got worse. Over the last two playoff runs, Montreal was 0.6 
expected and actual goals worse with Chiarot on the ice, to the tune of a 
46 percent expected goals rate and 41 percent of the actual goals at five-
on-five. That’s really bad. 

Chiarot, by any way that can be measured right now, is a net negative 
value player. He’s a detriment that is more likely to hurt whatever team 
he joins by virtue of a limited skill set that will have his team chasing the 
puck more often than not, and killing any semblance of offence. There’s a 
chance that he performs better in the right situation — he has some 
puck-moving ability — but it’s such a small chance that the reward is 
nowhere near worth the risk and the acquisition cost. 

At best, Chiarot is a third pairing defender masquerading as something 
more with someone else doing a majority of the work. At best. At worst, 
he’s an anchor that will sink a contending team’s chances. 

Rasmus Ristolainen: Much of what was said about Chiarot applies to 
Ristolainen. He’s big, mean and plays a lot of minutes which makes him 
attractive to those who don’t care that his teams rarely have the puck. 
He’s one of Philadelphia’s worst puck-movers and relies a lot on Travis 
Sanheim to get the job done there — the primary reason his relative 
expected goals rate is above average for the first time in his career. On a 
weak Flyers team, that’s not saying a lot though as he’s still getting out-
chanced and out-scored badly — with a lot of the damage coming on the 
defensive side of the puck.  

A lot of folks had a “wait-and-see him outside of Buffalo” approach to his 
game, but what we saw was more of the same: a player who hurts his 
team when he’s out there. His impact isn’t as bad as Chiarot’s, but that’s 
only because Chiarot is having a nightmare season in Montreal which 
drags his value down, while Ristolainen’s season has been more 
business as usual. Over the last three seasons, Ristolainen’s teams have 
been 0.13 expected goals per 60 worse with him on the ice — and that’s 
on some very bad teams. Chiarot is at minus-0.17 which is close.  

The big key for both: forget expected goals. Other teams earn 56-to-57 
percent of actual goals at five-on-five over the last three years against 
either player. Over the last two, that’s closer to 60 percent. Why would 
any team go out of their way for that? 

Joonas Korpisalo: In the bubble, Joonas Korpisalo made two lethal 
offences look like the Arizona Coyotes and he’s been living off that 
reputation ever since. He had a .941 save percentage over nine games 
and saved six goals above expected.  

Small sample sizes can inflate anyone’s standing and reputation, 
especially when the stakes are high, so let’s look at the bigger sample 
instead to find the truth. In 127 games before that playoff run, Korpisalo 
had a .908 save percentage and allowed 15.5 goals more than expected, 
about minus-0.12 per game. Bad, but not awful. Now imagine betting on 
those nine games as The Real Korpisalo and getting a sparkling .891 
save percentage and minus-28 goals (!) allowed above expected over 
the next 51 games. Yuck. 

Goalies are voodoo, but every shred of evidence suggests Korpisalo is 
not an upgrade over whoever your team’s guy is. There’s a chance, 
there’s always a chance, but it’s not a large one and not worth whatever 
high pick Columbus can somehow steal from another team for the 
privilege. 
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The Athletic / ‘It definitely can be done’: What will it take for Lightning to 
host an outdoor NHL game? 

 

By Joe Smith  

Feb 24, 2022  

  

Lightning CEO Steve Griggs can see it. 

It’s a Saturday night in late January, the same day as the annual 
Gasparilla Pirate Festival in Tampa. Hordes of fans dressed as pirates 
make the pilgrimage from Bayshore Boulevard to Raymond James 
Stadium, where there’s another unbelievable spectacle taking place: An 
outdoor NHL hockey game in Tampa. 

The 60,000 seats are packed with fans enjoying both the game and the 
intermission musical entertainment. 

“The boss (owner Jeff Vinik) likes Green Day,” Griggs said. “So let’s go 
with them.” 

Griggs and the Lightning brass have envisioned this type of event for 
years. They’ve pushed for it, studied the logistics. And now that they’re 
heading to Nashville to participate in their first outdoor game on Saturday 
against the Predators, the natural question is, when will Tampa get its 
shot? 

“There’s no doubt we can pull this off,” general manager Julien BriseBois 
said. “And it’d be a huge success.” 

The NHL would love to bring an outdoor game to Tampa. League officials 
say Tampa and the Lightning check all the boxes for hosting a major 
event. They’ve got the star power, with Steven Stamkos, Nikita 
Kucherov, Victor Hedman, Brayden Point and Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
They’ve got the championship pedigree and an area that’s a vacation 
destination. They’ve got the fan base, with 258 consecutive sellouts at 
Amalie Arena, and nearly 20,000 tickets sold for this weekend’s game in 
Nashville. The city has shined while hosting an NHL All-Star Game (on 
the same weekend as Gasparilla, to boot), not to mention the Super Bowl 
and the NCAA Tournament. Every time commissioner Gary Bettman is in 
town, Vinik asks him about hosting an outdoor game. 

“Do I think Tampa is a market that can host this kind of major event? The 
answer’s yes,” Bettman said. “Do I think the support this club would get 
for an outdoor game would be phenomenal? The answer is yes. 

“Do I have severe weather concerns? The answer is yes.” 

The NHL sent officials to Tampa four years ago for a site visit for an 
outdoor game, and plan to do so again. But there’s one thing that neither 
the NHL nor Lightning officials can control. 

Humidity. 

The NHL has held outdoor games in warm-weather areas like Los 
Angeles, Dallas and, next year, Raleigh, N.C. 

Why not Tampa? 

“The enemy of all man-made ice is humidity,” said longtime Tampa 
meteorologist Paul Dellegatto. 

When the Lightning were pitching an outdoor game four years ago, they 
enlisted the help of Dellegatto, who works for FOX 13. Dellegatto tried to 
break down the average temperatures in Tampa in January and 
February, compared to those of other outdoor game host cities. The 
difference was the humidity, or dew point, which is the temperature the 
air needs to be cooled to in order to achieve a relative humidity of 100 
percent. The higher the dew point rises, the greater the amount of 
moisture in the air. 

Dellegatto said most northern cities have long stretches in the winter with 
low dew points, sometimes as low as the single digits and teens. On 
Tuesday in Tampa, it was in the 60s, not summer-like but still considered 
rather humid. The dew points in Nashville was 56 on Tuesday, but a few 
days ago it was 9, and then 22.  There are stretches of days when 
Tampa is in a good spot with a 40 to 50 range, but then there can be 
another four or five days where it’s more humid, and that’s the risk. With 
Tampa’s temperatures and its proximity to a warm body of water in the 
Gulf of Mexico, it presents a wild card. 

“It definitely can be done,” Dellegatto said of an outdoor game in Tampa. 
“(The league) just runs the risk more than any other areas of having 
three, four, five days in a row where it’s humid. The ice quality really 
deteriorates when it’s humid. It’s like when you have a glass of iced tea 
on a humid day, where water forms on the outside of the glass. The ice in 
humid air gets choppy, and that’s more of a risk to players.” 

Derek King tried to put it in perspective. King is one of the league’s ice 
gurus, his official title being the NHL’s senior manager of facilities 
operations and hockey operations. Trying to install and maintain an ice 
rink for a couple of weeks in unpredictable weather conditions is pretty 
much a modern miracle. 

Improved technology and techniques learned over the past 15 years 
have helped perfect the science and execution of the outdoor ice rink. It 
starts with a 53-foot refrigeration truck that feeds coolant into aluminum 
trays set up on the field. While indoor rinks typically have ice an inch 
deep, outdoor rinks go beyond two inches to protect the surface from the 
elements. They cover the ice with heat-reflecting insulation tarps in days 
leading up to the game to protect it from the elements, and the ice can be 
monitored with sensors that provide real-time readings. 

The warmest outdoor game on record was in Denver, where it was 65 
degrees on game day. In L.A., it was 62 degrees for a Ducks-Kings game 
at Dodger Stadium. On the surface, Tampa Bay’s average February 
temperatures (74 high, 57 low) is not far off that of L.A. (69/51), but 
humidity and air temperature play a key factor. King said cities with 
higher humidities, and those that are close to a body of water, provide 
challenges. 

Dean Matsuzaki, NHL executive vice president of events, said with 
Tampa, a “cumulative nature” of the elements, not just humidity or 
temperature, makes them “quite nervous.” 

“That humidity outside, along with the warm air temperatures, is going to 
put a lot of extra load on that sheet, which puts a lot more of a load on 
our truck or ice plant,” said King, who has worked 20 outdoor games. “It’s 
no different than a closed building, NHL facility, having high humidity, 
higher air temps. It makes for a slower sheet of ice, more snow. Those 
are things, unfortunately, we can’t control.” 

It’s not just game day the league is worried about. King and his crew put 
the sheet of ice on the stadium floor a week ahead of time. That means 
high temperatures — like in Denver, which was in the low 70s before its 
outdoor game — could be troublesome. The league learned a lesson 
from the game in Dallas at the Cotton Bowl two years ago. 

The Sunday before that game, there was a rainstorm. Really hard, 
driving rain. It was supposed to last for a couple of hours, and instead, it 
lasted for five. It was a warm day and a warm rain. 

“It completely took the rink out,” said NHL chief content officer VP Steve 
Mayer. “We had to start again, and our crew is the best in the business. 
No one better in the world. They worked around the clock 24 hours a day 
from that Monday up until the game. And, in a miracle of miracles, the 
weather cooperated and we got a game. But we were really nervous. I 
mean, really nervous.” 

And Mayer said that the Dallas example made Tampa a tougher sell. Not 
impossible, of course, but it led to some concern. 

“If we’re going to invest in this, where we have a budget that’s really 
significant to bring a major event to a market, we really need a better 
chance than, ‘Eh, 50-50,’ that it’s going to work,” Mayer said. “That did 
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not help the Tampa cause. (The Lightning) know that. There are things 
we are exploring — could you put a tent or bubble over the rink when you 
build it and pray that when you take it off, the weather for those couple 
days is good? That limits the risk. We have absolutely talked about and 
looked into ways to make things work. And we’re willing to do another 
survey to clearly understand if Tampa can be a possibility. 

“But right now, given what we have in front of us, from an operational 
standpoint, we haven’t been able to say ‘yes’ to a game there yet.’” 

Stamkos, the Lightning’s captain, said players have been talking about 
playing in an outdoor game for years. 

The excitement over this Nashville game has been as palpable as any 
regular-season matchup the Lightning have ever played. For a lot of 
players, this type of game brings back some memories of their childhood, 
where they’d play on backyard or neighborhood rinks built by their 
parents. 

“A lot of my birthday parties were shinny games at the local ponds 
growing up,” Stamkos said. “Those memories were great. That’s how we 
grew up as Canadian kids. That’s how you learn to skate and learn to 
play hockey. I haven’t had a chance to play in an outdoors (game) in a 
really long time, so I’m really looking forward to this.” 

The six Lightning players who have participated in outdoor games, 
including Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Corey Perry and Ryan McDonagh 
(who has played in five), say there’s something special about them. The 
spectacle. The big stage. The music. (Dierks Bentley and Miranda 
Lambert are playing in Nashville on Saturday.) Then there’s the fact that 
they can have a family skate the night before the game, bringing their 
kids on the ice. 

Bellemare played for the Avalanche in the outdoor game next to Lake 
Tahoe last year, which was delayed for several hours after the sun 
created poor ice conditions. He still enjoyed the experience. What is his 
advice for first-timers in this event? Soak it all in, from the crowd to the 
bands to the unpredictable weather. 

“Open your eyes,” Bellemare said. “It’s just a game where we need two 
points, but you have to make sure that you’re taking pictures all over the 
place, because those are the kind of games you’ll remember when you’re 
all of a sudden done and getting old and everything. You might not 
remember some of the 82 games in the season, right? Because they kind 
of mix in a little bit. But an outdoor game, they’ll remember forever.” 

The Colorado Avalanche and Vegas Golden Knights played ner Lake 
Tahoe last year. (Kirby Lee / USA Today) 

But there are other tangible benefits to hosting an outdoor game, which is 
why the Lightning are among a number of teams pushing for one. 
Twenty-six other clubs appeared in an outdoor game before Tampa Bay 
got its first, but there’s a long line of teams in the queue. “We get pitched 
24/7,” Mayer said. Mayer said having a partner in Rob Higgins and the 
Tampa Bay Sports Commission adds to the city’s viability for one of 
these events. The Lightning brand hasn’t been in a better position, 
according to Griggs, but an outdoor game would only expand things. 

After a couple of seasons in which teams have been hit hard financially 
by the pandemic, these games provide huge value to sponsors, with 
Griggs saying 100-plus partners are heading to Nashville. The impact on 
the city economically has topped $20 million in Minneapolis ($21.2 
million, 2022) and St. Louis ($20 million, 2020), and even the Heritage 
Classic in Regina, Saskatchewan, hit $15 million (Canadian) in 2019. 

Griggs said they first started talking about hosting an outdoor game after 
the team’s run to the 2015 Stanley Cup Final. The sold-out games during 
the playoffs caught the league’s attention, and Griggs knew that the 
Lightning brand would have to be in a strong position to even be 
considered. The team’s brass talked as a group with Vinik on what they 
wanted to do in the next five years, and an outdoor game was on the list. 

“It takes time for any franchise to clearly prove to the NHL that they can 
fill one of these games,” Mayer said. “Tampa has proven, with other 

events like the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup Final, this is now a pro 
hockey territory town that can support something as big as this.” 

Griggs said they’ve done studies with local meteorologists, comparing 
temperature and humidity to other outdoor sites, finding a “sweet spot” of 
two weekends in late January or early February. Mayer said since it’s 
been a handful of years since the league did a deep dive into the logistics 
of putting a game in Tampa, and they are open to another site visit. 
There have been technological advances over the years that have 
helped ensure a safe ice surface. 

If Dallas didn’t do Tampa any favors, L.A. is an example that might have 
helped. When the idea of a game at Dodger Stadium first came up, the 
league was skeptical. 

“We were like, ‘Are you kidding?’’’ Matsuzaki said. 

But the league did research and realized they could switch to do all of the 
prep work overnight and tarp the ice during the day. The ice crew worked 
evening and overnight shifts. They made it an evening game. “The initial 
reaction was, ‘Oh, my God,’” Matsuzaki said. “But as we got into it, we’re 
like, ‘We can make this happen.’” 

The same could hold true for Tampa. As Matsuzaki put it, no, they’re not 
sitting back and waiting for the weather patterns to change. It’s more 
about taking advantage of the newer technology and arriving at solutions 
that way. 

BriseBois pointed out how, typically, teams first play on the road in 
outdoor games and then host their own. 

“We hope that’s how it goes,” he said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Could the Predators trade Filip Forsberg? 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

February 25, 2022, 12:13 AM 

 

The reaction to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was swift and immediate.  

UEFA moved to pull the Champions League final from St. Petersburg. 
Czechia, Poland and Sweden demanded upcoming World Cup qualifiers 
be rescheduled out of Moscow. F1 drivers asked for the Russian Grand 
Prix to be postponed.  

Reports indicate Helsinki-based Jokerit will forfeit its place in the KHL 
playoffs, since its arena is Russian-owned. There is pressure on the 
International Ice Hockey Federation to declare its intentions for the 2023 
World Juniors (to be hosted in Novosibirsk and Omsk), and 2023 World 
Championships (St. Petersburg). New president Luc Tardif deftly handled 
rescheduling two recently-cancelled events due to COVID, but this will be 
a much bigger challenge.  

Russian NHLers are wary of commenting, knowing potential 
repercussions for their families back home. As things intensified earlier 
this week, several players with KHL interest for next season chose to 
wait, or look elsewhere. 

For those under contract now, it’s not so simple. 

Right before the Beijing Olympics, the KHL cancelled the remainder of 
the regular season, going directly to the playoffs starting March 1. The 
official reason was COVID, but the possibility of an invasion into Ukraine 
was on everyone’s mind.   
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I counted 23 Canadians and five Americans on playoff rosters. Several 
politely declined to discuss their feelings — even privately — knowing 
dissent isn’t tolerated, especially now. One agent wouldn’t allow a client 
of his to speak on or off the record.   

Two did agree to talk, with one saying simply, “I’m considering coming 
back (to North America),” although he hadn’t made a final decision. The 
other said, via text, that he will play. 

“If guys decide to play, it is to provide for their families,” he said. “I hope 
people understand that. If they quit, they don’t get paid.” 

A couple of sources did confirm players were warned their contracts 
would be terminated if they went home.  

“Our families are worried, of course, and some of the players are as 
well,” this individual continued, saying he felt safe in his situation. But 
asked if he ever considered not playing, he responded quickly: “No.”  

“Leaving isn’t that simple.” 

1. The Nashville Predators know that to re-sign Filip Forsberg, the AAV 
must be higher than Matt Duchene/Ryan Johansen’s $8M figure. 
Forsberg knows that, if he wants to stay in Tennessee, he’s going to 
have to come in lower than Roman Josi’s $9.059M. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if Forsberg initially asked higher — you don’t negotiate against 
yourself — but that’s where everyone’s got to get to: the sweet spot 
between those two numbers. (Plus structure and no-trade protection.) 
There’s time. I believe there is a will for both sides to get there. If we get 
to the deadline and the Predators don’t believe they can sign him, that’s 
when a trade becomes possible. GM David Poile could keep an unsigned 
Forsberg past March 21, but it’s not his preference, and won’t happen if 
progress isn’t being made.  

2. Chicago’s GM finalists appear to be incumbent Kyle Davidson, Tampa 
Bay director of hockey operations Mathieu Darche and Cubs assistant 
GM Jeff Greenberg. 

This has been an interesting process. One of the things we’re all trying to 
get a handle on is how serious the Blackhawks were about non-hockey 
candidates Greenberg and Raptors Vice-President Teresa Resch? Were 
they legit candidates, or performative optics? Multiple sources at Maple 
Leaf Sports & Entertainment indicated Resch didn’t think this was the 
right thing for her, but felt Chicago was legit in its interest. (One thing 
about the Raptors, they pay very well.) 

Greenberg apparently knocked it onto Waveland Avenue in his 
interview(s), which, I believe, led to a conversation about what it would 
really mean if someone with no hockey experience led your hockey 
operations. How would that work? What would you need around him? 
Would core players, potential free-agent/trade targets and fans buy in? 
Davidson was CEO Danny Wirtz’s favourite to begin this process, and 
Darche clearly impressed, too. Honestly don’t know how to handicap this 
one. 

3. One thing I heard about the interview process: it’s very clear the 
Blackhawks know they have a lot of work to do to rebuild their image. 
“Scarred, and want to fix it” was how one candidate described it.  

4. Quote of the week: “If it is Greenberg, is the next coach Joe Maddon?” 

5. I can see Philadelphia in on Jeff Petry. It makes a lot of sense for 
them. 

6. I think Rasmus Ristolainen gets moved. He wants a playoff series. Not 
only do I understand the desire to finally get a chance after almost 600 
games, but I could see Ristolainen thinking postseason style as 
beneficial for his market value.  

7. Claude Giroux’s 1,000th game as a Flyer would be at home March 17 
versus Nashville (knock on wood). I think he’d like to get there, but it’s 
not a dealbreaker if something comes up beforehand. His media 
conference last week was a reminder of how this time stresses out 
people. You just want it to be over, but I don’t sense anything imminent. 

Apropos of nothing, I’ve really enjoyed watching Gerry Mayhew. He gives 
it his all. 

8. Even though Toronto put Jake Muzzin on long-term injury, I think the 
Maple Leafs still have to get a handle on his situation. We know now the 
danger of cumulative concussions, and the bruising defender suffered a 
previous one on Jan. 15. Guessing recovery timelines is silly. They know 
he’s out until at least mid-March, and can see where everything stands 
before the deadline. They’ll do their legwork in the meantime. 

While I do think JT Miller is perfect for them — and they have talked to 
Vancouver — I don’t think the Maple Leafs feel that is their number one 
priority. They aren’t finished trying to tinker with their blue line, and, at the 
very least, must be considering goaltending options. They had 
conversations with Dallas about John Klingberg, and may revisit after 
adding some edge they desired in Ilya Lyubushkin. By my math, they 
could have $7M in cap room, although a pre-playoff return for Muzzin 
complicates that. 

9. Toronto’s made it clear they desire to hold Matthew Knies and Topi 
Niemela — especially for rentals or shorter-term options. Nick Robertson 
for a rental seems unlikely. I suspect that, after the Olympics, Nick 
Abruzzese moved towards this group, as well. They don’t have a ton of 
draft picks, but feel very good about their prospects.  

10. Los Angeles, looking for scoring, checked in with Vancouver. In a 
previous interview, Kings GM Rob Blake indicated he preferred to pay a 
lower price than for Viktor Arvidsson. That was a second-rounder and a 
third-rounder. 

11. I do think the Rangers looked at Buffalo’s Victor Olofsson. However, 
he is a restricted free-agent with arbitration rights, and I don’t believe 
New York can handle next season’s projected number. 

12. Anaheim’s concerned about term. The Ducks have made that clear in 
free-agent negotiations. Doesn’t make negotiations impossible (higher 
AAV?), but it’s a hurdle. 

13. Ken Holland’s been very clear that he doesn’t want to make a bad, 
panicky trade for a goalie. In that case, I wonder if there’s any chance the 
Oilers consider re-calling Stuart Skinner and carrying three goalies. Jay 
Woodcroft is not uncomfortable using 11 forwards, so it could work. 
Goalies despise that setup, but Edmonton needs to win games. Skinner 
shut out San Jose in his most-recent start. 

14. Another Washington forward possibility: Seattle’s Calle Jarnkrok. He 
fits the way they play. 

15. Nick Ritchie won't be the last player Arizona acquires with term. Only 
six players under contract in 2022-23 (non entry-level), and one is Jakob 
Chychrun. 

16. One undrafted free agent to WATCH: Port Coquitlam, BC’s Clay 
Stevenson, who plays goal at NCAA Dartmouth. Stevenson has a .925 
save percentage (third in the ECAC) for the Big Green, who are 5-13-2 in 
conference play. He’s facing 33 shots per night. Their final regular-
season game is Saturday, and NHL teams are making pitches.  

17. Whenever we’ve had to deal with an abuse of officials situation, I’ve 
always been told, “Let’s see what’s in the post-game report. That will 
determine where we go.” Colorado’s Nathan MacKinnon is very fortunate 
linesman Michel Cormier gave him a pass in the written version. That, as 
much as anything else, saved him a suspension. Not all of Cormier’s 
brethren agreed, but, at the end of the day, it was his call. Another official 
said that he knew MacKinnon would escape when no penalty was called 
on the ice. 

18. MacKinnon’s so demanding of himself that he’s usually wound tight, 
and was extra-determined after last year’s second-round flop versus 
Vegas. There was COVID to start the regular season and a lower-body 
injury that cost him three weeks in November. He escaped supplemental 
discipline after a dicey hit on Nolan Patrick last Wednesday, and now 
this. He needs to rein it in a bit. 
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19. Jordan Binnington stopped 25 of 26 as St. Louis beat Philadelphia 4-
1 on Tuesday. He’d been struggling, and surging Ville Husso got the start 
last Saturday in Toronto. That’s normally a home game for Binnington. 
As competitive as he is, he couldn’t have liked it, but I bet he understood 
it.  

20. Toronto and Carolina are both challenging for the best combined 
power play/penalty kill number since the 1977-78 New York Islanders’ 
114.9. The Maple Leafs are at 114.7, the Hurricanes 113.9.  

21. The Maple Leafs do have to cut down on rush chances, however. 
Montreal is 32nd at 7.3 per game, followed by the Rangers (7.2, thank 
you Igor Shesterkin), Edmonton (6.9) and Toronto (6.7). 

22. There will be a lot of talk about Mark Giordano, but the bigger 
question might be what Seattle decides with Jared McCann. Career-high 
in goals, will get there in points. One year from unrestricted free agency 
and needs a new contract.  

23. What a week for Jean-Francois Berube. Returns to the big league for 
the first time in four years, and wins three straight games. The first — 7-3 
over Buffalo last Sunday — was the first time his 19-month-old son got to 
see his dad play an NHL game, which is awesome. He followed up by 
beating Toronto and Florida. Montreal’s Andrew Hammond also got his 
first win in four years. That kind of dedication should be rewarded. Next 
week, Kari Lehtonen? 

24. When Cheryl Pounder said Canada’s 2022 women’s hockey gold 
medallist was this country’s best team ever, well who am I to disagree? 
But I will always be partial to the 2002 version. That was the first 
Olympics I covered, and eight consecutive penalty kills in the 
championship game was incredible. Pounder won gold as a member of 
that team, so her praise of this group is particularly notable.  

25. When Marie-Philip Poulin is ready, the Canadiens will listen. But she 
still wants to play, and who can blame her? Still at the top of her game. 

26. I was surprised that Finland hadn’t won hockey gold before. Just 
didn’t realize it. They’re always right there, and so aggravating to play 
against. Like to see great hockey supporters get rewarded, and the 
Finnish fans sure qualify. Was also happy for Slovakia. Some of their 
players had been worried about the future of Slovak hockey. This will 
create momentum, as will top draft prospect Juraj Slafkovsky.  

27. Thursday was the 20th anniversary of Canada’s gold medal win over 
the US in Salt Lake City. What a great tournament that was. So much 
exciting hockey. Two non-hockey events I never forget from then. First, 
there was an IHOP across the street from the rink. I went there for 
breakfast before the game, and out walked Steve Nash. I was like, 
“Didn’t you have a game last night?” He said, “Yup.” (Dallas beat 
Sacramento at home, 111-97.) “Don’t you have practice today?” “I told 
Don I wasn’t going to make it.” “Don” was head coach Don Nelson. 
Second is Canadian golfer Ian Leggatt, who won his only PGA Tour 
event that day.  

28. Was reminded this week that if you want to credit anyone for being 
the architect of LTIR chicanery, it is Philadelphia Vice-President and 
assistant GM Barry Hanrahan. I totally forgot this, but the Flyers were in 
long-term injury for years. All of it was legitimate, from Keith Primeau to 
Mike Rathje to Derian Hatcher to Chris Pronger, etc., but it was almost a 
decade they spent every day on LTIR. “(Hanrahan) is the true genius 
behind this,” another exec joked.  

29. Wanted to wish good luck to Bob Murray as he returns to the NHL as 
a scout for Calgary. Murray went to a facility and is working to change his 
lifestyle.  

30. Wednesday, the National Lacrosse League announced the departure 
of commissioner Nick Sakiewicz. He’s been linked to the Arizona 
Coyotes. Good luck to Jessica Berman, the league’s deputy 
commissioner, who steps into the role as a succession plan is finalized. 
Berman spent 13 years at the NHL as a Vice-President. 

31. It is so good to see Canadian buildings full of hockey fans. Missed it 
so much, hope it stays this way. 

32. Be safe, Isabelle Khurshudyan. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews unlocks a very safe, defensive game for 
Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 24, 2022, 9:58 PM 

 

TORONTO — The old coach described it as "a tightening." 

The new one termed it "a recalibration." 

We’ll call it necessary. 

With the Toronto Maple Leafs leaking dangerous odd-man rushes, and 
all those costly turnovers culminating in their first three-game losing skid 
since pumpkin-carving season, there has been a crackdown inside club 
walls. 

A hammered message that has dominated team meetings, trickled onto 
the players’ individual iPads and into their brains: 

Stop surrendering Grade-A chances. 

Let’s sacrifice offence for defence. 

Give our struggling goaltenders some help. 

"My focus is on how we play as a team," coach Sheldon Keefe said 
Thursday, when asked about Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek’s 
concerning save stats. 

"We need to do a good job of protecting our goaltenders. We haven't 
defended well enough as a team of late. We've exposed our goaltenders 
too much to great chances against, and that's affected them.” 

Well, the Leafs’ recent rash of losing — and the sudden absence of 
hardnosed defender Jake Muzzin (concussion) — has at the very least 
caused Toronto to heed the directive. 

Few scoring chances of consequence were surrendered either way in 
Thursday’s patient, controlled and skid-snuffing 3-1 win over the 
Minnesota Wild at Scotiabank Arena. 

Two of the four most prolific offences in the NHL combined for 11 shots 
and no goals in a sleepy first frame. 

“We got a sense of it pretty early on,” Auston Matthews said. “I remember 
looking up at the shot zone, and it was like 0-3 halfway through the first.” 

It was the style of win that would look more beautiful on an Excel 
spreadsheet than a painter’s canvas. 

"A very low-event hockey game. Not the most exciting game, for sure. 
And our guys, I thought, just stayed committed to it," said Keefe, proud. 
“We've been challenging our guys to be more committed defensively. ... 
So the fact that we stayed disciplined in this type of game, where there’s 
not a lot happening offensively, is really good for our group.” 

A zippy Matt Boldy feed from behind the net resulted in a Frederik 
Gaudreau strike that opened the scoring for the Wild in the second. 

Then Matthews started doing what Matthews does. 
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The Leafs top centre responded 27 seconds later off the rush, sniping 
from distance and through defender Dmitry Kulikov’s legs.  

"Special player, special shot,” Mrazek said. "You never know where it’s 
going. 

"He's patient. He's waiting for what the goalie does first, and then he's 
trying to hit the spot." 

As both sides bided time for their opponent to make a mistake, Matthews 
pounced again, hounding Brandon Duhaime on the backcheck, earning 
one of his game-high six (!) takeaways, then converting a perfect give-
and-go with Mitch Marner in transition. 

Matthews supplied the type of 200-foot performance that will only further 
entrench his name in the Hart Trophy conversation. 

"Without a doubt," Keefe agreed. "There’s not a whole lot happening; our 
team is playing a good team game. You need somebody to make a play. 
You need a game-breaker. The first goal that he scores, there’s a very 
small number of players in the league that are going to score a goal like 
that. And the second goal is completely earned. It’s completely effort-
based. 

“He finds a way to come through with huge goals at big times.” 

Matthews' 36th of the season leapfrogged him over Edmonton's Leon 
Draisiatl (35) for tops in the Rocket Richard Trophy race. 

So, how frequently does the defending champ sneak a peek at the 
leaderboard? 

"Not really often, to be honest. I try to keep my mind off that stuff and just 
take it day by day, focus on the games," Matthews replied. 

And then: "I know what I’m capable of, and I just try to bring it every 
night." 

A solid Mrazek withstood the Wild’s late push, and Alexander Kerfoot 
tacked on some empty-net insurance with 41 seconds remaining. 

Yes, it was the type of safe, positionally sound hockey that thrills coaches 
and threatens to bore fans. 

Make no mistake. Just as the Maple Leafs were wary of opening 
themselves to Minnesota’s transition game, the reverse was equally true. 

"You better be sharp," Wild GM Bill Guerin had warned on Real Kyper & 
Bourne. "They’re just too high-powered for you to be loose." 

Hence, the tightening. 

High discipline. Low fun. And an MVP performance by a trophy hunter. 

Maybe this was just the recalibration Toronto needs as it tries to gain 
some footing and emerge from its February doldrums. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Michael Bunting has drawn more penalties this season (32) than 
everyone not named Connor McDavid. 

The winger was issued a warning for diving during Nov. 16’s game 
against the Predators, then dinged with a $2,000 embellishment fine 
Thursday for this incident against the Penguins last week: 

"I try to play my game and play hard. And if I draw penalties, I draw 
penalties — but it's not something that I go into every game thinking, 'I 
have to draw penalties tonight,'" Bunting said last month. "If I'm able to 
draw a penalty and we go on the power-play, obviously that helps the 
team." 

We asked Bunting if he'd ever been warned by an official for riding that 
fine line. 

"No, I've never been warned by a ref for embellishment. And I try not to 
embellish," he replied. "I don't want to embellish out there because, 

obviously, that's a penalty as well — if I dive or something. So that's not 
something I try to do out there." 

• Travis Dermott has had a difficult time earning Keefe’s trust, to say the 
least. So, it was refreshing to hear the coach acknowledge Dermott’s 
recent three-game stretch has been some of his best hockey yet. 

• In the span of an hour, Chris Chelios lost his defenceman games 
played record to Zdeno Chara and gained the attention of Leafs Nation: 

• Rasmus Sandin has been hitting it off with his new defence partner, 
"the Russian bear" Ilya Lyubushkin. 

"First period last game, he showed his physical qualities and bear 
qualities," smiled Sandin. "But outside [the ice], he's a nice bear. He's not 
afraid to chat about anything. He's a very soft bear."  

• From the gospel-flavoured anthems to the Jumbotron history lessons, 
from the Val James puck drop to all the members of the Maple Leafs 
wearing “Celebrating Black Excellence” T-shirts, the club’s honouring of 
Black History Month was well done Thursday. 

John Tavares spoke about the positive black influence on a 
predominantly white sport and how, despite signs of growth, there is 
much more work necessary to make hockey a more accepting sport. 

"Myself or any white players, it's important to show our support," Tavares 
said. "To speak out and just let them know we're there to help and do 
what we can to learn and understand and be better and make our game 
as inclusive and as welcoming as possible." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Decked out in vintage gear, Demko and Canucks rekindle 
fond memories of '94 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 25, 2022, 2:42 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – On retro night, the Vancouver Canucks had a vintage 
goalie. 

It looked like they got the vintage goalie’s old team, too. 

Not satisfied with the black, skate-logo jerseys the team wore when it 
went to the 1994 Stanley Cup Final, goalie Thatcher Demko paid tribute 
to former Canuck Kirk McLean by also replicating the iconic goalie’s 
mask, gloves and pads. 

It was a remarkable impersonation. 

Born a year after the Canucks lost that seven-game final to the New York 
Rangers, Demko looked like McLean. Even more surprising, the Canucks 
on Thursday looked like those Canucks, pumping in five goals in the 
second period and dumping the Calgary Flames 7-1 at Rogers Arena. 

Maybe the Flames were tired from all the winning, having triumphed in 10 
straight before crashing against the Canucks. But Vancouver, after a 
couple of awful home-ice appearances recently, played its best game in 
a long time against the National Hockey League’s hottest team. 

The Canucks got two goals apiece from stars Elias Pettersson, J.T. Miller 
and Bo Horvat, scored three power-play goals for the first time since Nov. 
7 and outshot a Stanley Cup-calibre Flames team 38-30. 
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Demko stopped 37 of them while starting opposite his former mentor and 
goaltending partner, Jacob Markstrom, and lost his shutout on Andrew 
Magianpane’s three-on-two goal with just 2:07 remaining. 

“There's a lot that goes into it for me,” Demko, 26, said of his tribute to 
McLean. “I always try to be very cognizant of. . .  who's come before me 
and who's kind of paved the way for guys like me coming in into the 
organization. I saw that we were only wearing the jersey once this year, 
so I knew it was a good opportunity to kind of go all out with it.” 

Demko contacted McLean, who is on the Wall of Honour inside Rogers 
Arena and does hospitality work for the Canucks, to seek his permission 
for Thursday’s homage. Demko worked with his equipment provider, 
CCM, to get the colours and details on his gear as close to identical as 
McLean’s 1990s look. 

“A lot of back and forth and they nailed it,” Demko said. “Top to bottom, it 
was pretty awesome.” 

Losers of two other Stanley Cup Finals – and out of the playoffs in six of 
the last seven years – there has been a lot of disappointment for the 
franchise over the last 50 years. But the quality of Canuck goaltending 
has rarely been disappointing. 

From Gary Smith in the mid-1970s, Richard Brodeur in the early 1980s, 
then McLean and, this century, Roberto Luongo, Cory Schneider, 
Markstrom and now Demko, the Canucks have had some outstanding 
goaltenders. 

“It's something I'm aware of for sure,” Demko said. “I think the position 
has always been well-tended to throughout the organization's history. 
When you're a goalie, in general, you have a lot of responsibility. But 
when you have guys before you that are legends of the game, I think it's 
even more important to take that weight on every day and make sure that 
you're upholding them.” 

After breaking through as a starter last year, replacing Markstrom, 
Demko has been one of the best goalies in the NHL this season. 

If only the team in front of him was as good as the guy in the crease. 

But it was excellent on Thursday, and has been mostly good-to-excellent 
since Bruce Boudreau took over as coach 2 ½ months ago. 

Three games over .500 for the first time this season, the Canucks are 
three points out of a playoff spot in the Western Conference, although 
most teams ahead of them have played fewer games. 

Having trailed 5-0 twice in their previous four home games, the Canucks 
seemed unlikely to do that again. Something more shocking occurred: 
they led the Flames 5-0. 

The five-finger pour of offence came entirely in the second period – and 
against two goalies after Markstrom broke a skate blade and had to leave 
the ice late in the frame. From the dressing room, he heard the muffled 
roar of the Rogers Arena crowd twice in two minutes. 

Backup Dan Vladar entered the game cold at 18:14 of the second period, 
and immediately into an uncharacteristically hot Canucks power play. 
Before he could make a save, Miller, literally kicking up his trade value a 
notch, booted the puck to Horvat for a semi-open-netter that made it 4-0 
at 18:42. 

Then, four seconds before the end of the period, Miller outwaited and 
embarrassed Vladar on a slow-motion penalty shot after Calgary 
defenceman Rasmus Andersson grabbed the puck in his crease during a 
scramble. 

It was a virtuoso period for Miller, who was shifted early in the game into 
an even-strength matchup against the Flames’ top line: Elias Lindholm 
between wingers Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau. Lindholm had 
scored in eight straight games, while Tkachuk and Gaudreau had 
combined for 22 points over that time. 

But it was Miller who dominated the scoresheet, whipping a power-play 
wrist shot past Brock Boeser’s screen and Markstrom’s shoulder to make 
it 2-0 at 10:18 of the decisive period before tripling his points later on. 

Pettersson scored once on the power play and once shorthanded, giving 
him 20 points in his last 16 games. 

Their retro jerseys rekindled some fond memories of Kirk McLean’s old 
team and a failed run to the Cup Final that was far more noble than the 
Canucks’ loss to the Boston Bruins in 2011. But the win was also a 
launching point forward to what will have to be a sensational stretch run 
for the current Canucks to make the playoffs. 

They open a four-game road trip Sunday in Manhattan against the New 
York Rangers. 

“We just set a standard for ourselves for the rest of the year,” Miller said. 
“And that's not by winning by six goals, but it's playing the right way, 
being sharp on the special teams, being ready to start the game. We 
have a standard. We need to play to that from here on out. We shouldn't 
be satisfied with anything other than that, really. 

“That was a big test. We were saying if you can't get up for a game like 
that at home against one of the best teams in the league, there's 
something wrong with you.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / In a bizarre twist, Flames' lack of trademark discipline halts 
streak at 10 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

February 25, 2022, 2:14 AM 

 

The only streak the Calgary Flames were able to extend Thursday was 
the one to the penalty box. 

Four-straight penalties against Vancouver led to a trio of power-play 
goals that turned an early goaltender’s duel into a 7-1 pounding 
administered by the host Canucks. 

In a bizarre twist of fate for a Flames club that entered the evening with a 
franchise-high, ten-game winning streak, everything that has gone right 
for the team went wrong at Rogers Arena. 

Starting with discipline. 

And penalty killing. 

And stinginess. 

All have been hallmarks of the club over a run that has seen the Flames 
allow just 15 goals in a ten-game span that dated back to a 1-0 win over 
the Canucks on Jan. 29. 

On Thursday they allowed almost half of that number. 

The payback was steep as the mentor, Jacob Markstrom, lost to his 
Canucks understudy, Thatcher Demko. 

Full marks to Demko who made several stellar saves in the first period of 
a scoreless game that could have gone either way until the parade to the 
penalty box allowed Elias Pettersson to score the first of three power-
play goals in a nightmarish second period that finished with the hosts up 
5-0. 
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Perhaps mercifully, Markstrom was only in net for three, as a dislodged 
skate blade of his could not be fixed on the bench, prompting a forced 
goalie change that saw Dan Vladar enter for the final two minutes of the 
period. 

“His blade came out and they couldn’t get the other one back in,” said a 
surprisingly upbeat Darryl Sutter, before breaking into a grin. 

“He didn’t have a skate. He would have had to go out there with a rubber 
boot.” 

Without the benefit of a warmup, the backup allowed two goals in 73 
seconds, including a penalty shot awarded to J.T. Miller after Rasmus 
Andersson closed his hand on the puck while in the crease.  

Things got even more frustrating for the visitors in the third, when Vladar 
was left in for a game the Flames could easily have lost 10-0 if not for a 
trio of Canucks shots that rang off the crossbar. 

A late short-handed goal by Pettersson helped the Canucks make 
franchise history of their own with four varieties of goals, including the 
power play, short-handed, even strength and a penalty shot.  

Yes, the hottest team in the NHL was suddenly that bad, leaving Sutter 
mumbling to himself and screaming at officials. 

A good chunk of the bench spent the final five minutes jawing at the 
referees, whose night was almost as shaky as the Flames.   

One can only imagine the coach’s decibel level in the dressing room, as 
he’d been warning the team it was starting to slip over its last few wins. 

The faceplant all started because of the type of penalty problems this 
team has done well to avoid this season. 

Maybe now they’ll remember why. 

The Flames penalty-killing unit, which entered the game ranked third in 
the league thanks to a ten-game spree that had seen them kill off 24 of 
25, was victimized on three of the Canucks’ seven man advantages. 

A season-high for an ordinarily stellar group of penalty killers. 

“Our penalty killers weren’t very good tonight,” said Sutter. 

“Our defence, as a group, was borderline awful. That reflected in our 
penalty killing.” 

Demonstrating just how impactful those goals were, consider the fact the 
Flames actually edged the Canucks 10-6 in high danger scoring chances 
while at 5-on-5. 

Playing in front of Vancouver fans for the first time as Flames, it wasn’t 
the type of return former Canucks Markstrom, Chris Tanev, Erik 
Gudbranson and Tyler Toffoli had hoped for.  

Suffice it to say, the eight-game goal-scoring binge Elias Lindholm was 
on is over, despite the fact one of his six shots on goal almost put the 
Flames up 1-0 in the first. 

Somewhere over the Rockies on the way home you can bet the Flames 
had already shaken this one off, as it was the club’s first blemish in 
almost a month. 

No shame there. 

Pettersson’s goal marked the first deficit the Flames faced in almost six 
hours of hockey.  

Prior to that, Blake Coleman and Andrew Mangiapane were stopped on 
first-period breakaways that could have changed the complexion of the 
game. 

“I thought 5-on-5 the first two periods were really good,” said Sutter, 
summing up the night. 

“We took two dumb penalties and it cost us, and missed probably two or 
three close-to-breakaways, or grade A’s, in the first period. They scored 

three power-play goals and a penalty shot goal after two periods, so I 
don’t get very excited about it.” 

Sure, this was an embarrassing evening, salvaged only by Andrew 
Mangiapane’s late goal to break Demko’s shutout. 

But they’ve ignited a fan base that has seen the team’s surge put them 
four up on Vegas atop the Pacific division, sparking conversation around 
whether the team is truly amongst the league’s top contenders. 

We’ll hold that thought for a day. 

They now return home for a chance to tie the team record for 
consecutive home wins at 11 Saturday against the Wild, putting their 
ability to put games behind them to the test once again. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.25.2022 

1236488 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Pending unrestricted free agents 
edition 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

February 24, 2022, 12:04 PM 

 

The NHL trade deadline lands three weeks from Monday, so — if it’s not 
the case already — expect to be bombarded with talk draft picks, 
prospects and, of course, pending-unrestricted free agents being on the 
move. 

That final class of player is interesting not only because we know many 
guys on expiring contracts will being moved, but because even the ones 
who stick with their clubs through the season are quite possibly writing 
the final chapter of their time with a given organization. 

From long-serving players who are central to their team’s identity to over-
35 guys in search of one last deal this summer to those hoping a well-
timed productive season could be adding zeroes to their next contract, 
this week’s power rankings explore an intriguing UFA-to-be on every 
squad. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (37-10-4) 

Nazem Kadri figures to be one of the biggest names hitting the open 
market this summer. That said, he’s not the only point of UFA intrigue on 
Colorado; Winger Andre Burakovsky — who’s basically been a 65-point 
player in two-plus years in Denver — can walk, as can the team’s two 
puck stoppers, Darcy Kuemper and Pavel Francouz. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (35-11-4) 

Vincent Trocheck was himself a deadline acquisition by Carolina — and 
a very good one — two years ago. It’s hard to imagine Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi being the offensive guy Trocheck is but inking the former to 
an offer sheet last summer was likely a partial hedge against the latter 
moving on in 2022. 

3. Florida Panthers (35-11-5) 

What do you pay a guy who had 11 points in 37 career NHL games prior 
to this season, is scoring at a point-per-game pace now and will be 27 on 
July 13 (the first day of free agency this year)? That’s the conundrum the 
Florida Panthers face with breakout man Mason Marchment. 

4. Calgary Flames (30-13-6) 

Flames fans are surely praying Johnny Gaudreau re-ups with the team, 
but you have to figure the New Jersey-neighbouring Philadelphia Flyers 
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— who swear they’re coming back strong next year — would make a 
huge push for a guy from their neck of the woods should Gaudreau’s 
services become available to the highest bidder. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (33-11-6) 

What a seventh-round find Ondrej Palat was for Tampa in the 2011 draft. 
He’s as productive this season as he’s ever been and given his two-way 
game and incredible playoff experience, who wouldn’t want this guy on 
their squad? 

6. New York Rangers (32-13-5) 

Ryan Strome really found himself with the Rangers when he was traded 
there from Edmonton in 2018 and has really found his game offensively 
since the move. He’ll turn 29 just days before free agency opens. 

7. St. Louis Blues (30-14-6) 

If Ville Husso keeps playing the way he has, he might wind up being the 
biggest wild card on the open market. Husso, who just turned 27, has a 
.936 save percentage in 19 games as an NHL sophomore this season. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins (31-13-8) 

It’s hard to imagine both Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang bolting Steeltown 
this summer. That said, can Pittsburgh really keep both? Oh, by the way, 
top-line right winger Bryan Rust could walk following what’s been a 
career year for him, too. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (32-14-4) 

Perhaps you’ve heard something about Jack Campbell’s recent 
struggles? The Leafs may have a doozy of a decision on their hands. 

10. Minnesota Wild (31-14-3) 

Alex Goligoski was a great UFA signing last summer by Minny, so maybe 
the two parties can come to an agreement again when his one-year 
contract expires in a few months. The big news for the Wild will be seeing 
Viktor Rask come off the books. 

11. Los Angeles Kings (27-17-7) 

Dustin Brown has done it all for the Kings; he’s played at the top of the 
lineup, he’s played at the bottom of the lineup, he’s worn the ‘C’ on Cup-
winning teams, he’s ceded the captaincy to another player, he’s seen his 
name in trade rumours and found a way to become a more productive 
player in his mid-30s than he was in his early-30s. He made his debut 
with the team nearly 19 years ago and the relationship could finally end 
this summer. 

12. Washington Capitals (28-15-9) 

Remember when Justin Schultz was one of the most talked about NCAA 
UFAs to hit the open market back in 2012? This summer he’ll be a 32-
year-old free agent 10 years after the Oilers swooped in and signed him. 

13. Boston Bruins (29-17-4) 

What does the future hold for Patrice Bergeron? No. 37 turns 37 in July 
and there are so many hard miles on that body. 

14. Columbus Blue Jackets (26-23-1) 

Max Domi has a 9-15-24 statline in 40 games this year, which — number 
for number — matches his output in 54 contests last season. It will be 
very interesting to see how teams value him this summer. Joonas 
Korpisalo — who’s never come close to matching the .920 save 
percentage he put up in his rookie season of 2015-16 — could be moved 
before the deadline to a team in search of goaltending depth. 

15. Dallas Stars (28-20-2) 

We all know the relationship between John Klingberg and Dallas is 
ending either in the form of a pre-March 21 trade or this summer when he 
can walk. Stars GM Jim Nill has said his actions will be determined by 
where the team sits in the standings leading up to the deadline. Right 

now, Dallas is right in the thick of the wild card chase; should the Stars 
stumble in the next two weeks, though, contenders would be calling all 
day about pending-UFA Joe Pavelski. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights (29-18-4) 

Trivia time: How many players on Vegas’s roster right now were originally 
selected in the 2017 expansion draft? Four. One of them, Reilly Smith, 
could leave this summer as the team has to figure out some non-IR way 
to get under the cap. 

17. Nashville Predators (29-18-4) 

The hockey world has been aflutter with Filip Forsberg rumours this 
week. It will be fascinating to see if the Predators — who, despite a 
recent skid, remain inside the West playoffs — pull the trigger. 

18. Edmonton Oilers (28-20-3) 

It’s safe to assume Mikko Koskinen is playing his final games with 
Edmonton. Is there long-term potential with Evander Kane, though? 

19. Anaheim Ducks (25-19-9) 

If the Ducks move Hampus Lindholm before the deadline, he’d be a 
monster acquisition for a club in search of a deep run. Given Josh 
Manson is also a pending-UFA, the Ducks ‘D’ could look a lot different 
next October. And what about captain Ryan Getzlaf? Could he ink 
another one-year deal, as he did last summer, to return to Orange 
County for an 18th season? 

20. Vancouver Canucks (24-22-6) 

The Canucks will be in search of a backup for Thatcher Demko as 36-
year-old Jaroslav Halak is almost certain to be one-and-done with the 
club. 

21. Winnipeg Jets (22-20-9) 

Paul Stastny continues to be a solid citizen for this team, so you wonder 
if they could replicate last summer’s business and agree on another one-
year deal. Andrew Copp, though, might finally be on the move after some 
tough RFA negotiations in the past. 

22. Detroit Red Wings (23-23-6) 

Nick Leddy could be moved to help another team’s defence corps. Either 
way, expect some blue line turnover in the Motor City because vets Marc 
Staal and Danny DeKeyser are also UFAs. 

23. New York Islanders (19-20-7) 

Fourth-line favourite Cal Clutterbuck could be coming to the end of his 
time on Long Island. As for Zdeno Chara, might a playoff team come 
calling for the man who turns 45 three days before the deadline? 

24. Ottawa Senators (19-26-5) 

You could see things going either way with Nick Paul because he’s still 
just 26, but he’s got the kind of big body a playoff team would really value 
come spring. 

25. San Jose Sharks (22-22-6) 

Let’s face it, if Tomas Hertl didn’t ply his trade in such a wonderful part of 
the world, we’d assume this marriage was all but done. It would certainly 
surprise nobody if San Jose pulled the trigger on a trade in the coming 
weeks, but it also wouldn’t be shocking to see the parties continue the 
relationship even though the Sharks figure to be treading water for a 
while. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (18-26-8) 

Marc-Andre Fleury could be on the move pre-deadline. Regardless, 
might ‘Flower’ simply hang ’em up this summer when his contract 
expires? 

27. New Jersey Devils (17-28-5) 
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It will be really interesting to see how teams approach P.K. Subban this 
summer. Before you completely write him off, remember, he’s still a right-
shot guy who’s been on a bad team the past three years. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (16-28-8) 

Righty D-man Colin Miller — expected to return from surgery in early 
March — figures to be in demand before the deadline. In all, the Sabres 
have 15 guys who’ve played at least one game for them this year who 
are UFA-eligible this summer. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (15-26-10) 

Claude Giroux has put up a brave front in the face of his time with the 
only team he’s known coming to an end. Go get your Cup, Claude. The 
Flyers will also have to figure out a future for Rasmus Ristolainen, who 
they traded for last summer when they thought they’d be a competitive 
team this season. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (12-33-7) 

Everyone knows — and covets — what defenceman Ben Chiarot can do 
when the hockey gets heavy in the playoffs. Expect a deal any day now. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (13-34-4) 

C’mon, admit it; you want to see Phil Kessel go to a contender and have 
a nice little scoring run in the post-season, don’t you? 

32. Seattle Kraken (16-33-4) 

We’ve basically been talking about the possibility of Seattle trading Mark 
Giordano since the moment the team took him in the expansion draft. 
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TSN.CA / Slumping Tavares plans to do better job managing frustration 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Minnesota Wild (optional) skated at Scotiabank 
Arena on Thursday.  

After missing a glorious chance from the slot in the second period of 
Tuesday's game in Columbus, John Tavares slammed his stick on the 
ice before heading to the bench. It was a rare show of negative emotion 
from the Leafs captain.  

"Sometimes it can be good to let it out but, obviously, other times you 
don't want to let it get in your way," Tavares said. "Important to manage 
that correctly and I still think I can do a better job putting [my] focus on 
that next shift and next opportunity knowing there's a lot of game to be 
played and lots of time to make a difference – and not just offensively." 

"Frustration is a useless emotion," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "It's pretty 
prevalent in all our lives at different times, but it is a pretty useless 
emotion when we sit down and think about it. I talked with John, and he's 
experienced enough to know that that's not helping." 

Tavares has gone 10 games without a goal. It is his longest drought 
since going goalless over the final 11 games of the 2011-12 season. 
Tavares has gone 14 games without a five-on-five goal.  

But Tuesday appeared to be a step forward for the 31-year-old centre. 
Tavares registered five shots on net. He only had two shots in the 
previous four games.  

"A good job of being much better consistently, I think, just in all three 
zones and making better reads and trusting my instincts," Tavares said, 
"but also understanding the structure and executing that." 

Keefe rewarded Tavares with more shifts. Tavares played just over 19 
minutes against the Blue Jackets. He had played 15:04 against Montreal 
on Monday and 15:08 against St. Louis on Saturday, which were his two 
lowest totals of the season.  

"Defensively it was as good a game as he's played in a really long time," 
said Keefe of Tavares' effort on Tuesday. "There's no coincidence that 
that's the game where he had some of his best scoring chances." 

Keefe is hoping a change in chemistry will help the slumping Tavares line 
get some of those chances to fall. Ondrej Kase will slot in on right wing 
with that group on Thursday while righty William Nylander shifts to the left 
side.  

"It brings another right shot to the mix," Keefe said. "Nylander will spend 
a lot more time on his off wing and we'll see what that looks like 
offensively. He likes playing on that side of the rink ... I am intrigued to 
see what Kase can bring there. He's done a good job when he's been up 
with [Auston] Matthews."  

Alex Kerfoot moves down to the third line.  

Tavares looks to manage frustration amid goal drought 

Maple Leafs captain Join Tavares hasn't been able to hit the back of the 
net in February, and against the Blue Jackets he was visibly frustrated. 
He spoke about the need to manage his frustrations and keep playing his 
game, while head coach Sheldon Keefe says his results on the defensive 
side of the puck have been encouraging and will lead to more offence. 
Mark Masters has more. 

Before the morning skate started, the players and coaches gathered by 
the bench to shoot a video in support of Rodion Amirov. 

On Wednesday, the organization announced that the Salavat Ufa 
forward, Toronto's first-round pick in 2020, has been diagnosed with a 
brain tumour.  

The Leafs players first learned the news on Tuesday night.  

"We heard right after the game and, obviously, with a result that didn't go 
our way, immediately everything kind of shifted," Tavares said. "Focused 
on hearing that news and on him and hoping the best for him and 
thinking the world of him. He's deeply with us, in our thoughts, and we 
wish him the best. We know he's fighting hard." 

Amirov will not play the rest of this season.  

"It's crazy," said defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "It's tough to take in. It's 
such a young guy who has his whole future in front of him. It's tough 
news, but we're all with him in this."  

Tavares met Amirov briefly last Spring.  

"Just a great smile and positivity," Tavares said. "You can just tell his 
enthusiasm for being here, being a Maple Leaf, and what the opportunity 
presents." 

"Our entire organization is behind him in every way possible," added 
Keefe. 

Amirov, who is getting treatment in Germany, responded to the video 
from the Leafs via his Instagram account.   

"Hey guys, thank you very much for support," the 20-year-old said while 
lifting his clenched fist. "I can't wait to see you soon." 

'We're all with him in this': Leafs send best wishes to Amirov 

After Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas announced Wednesday that Leafs 
prospect Rodion Amirov has been diagnosed with a brain tumour, John 
Tavares and the team sent a message of support to the young forward. 
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Tavares, Sheldon Keefe, and Rasmus Sandin each spoke about Amirov 
and how he has the club's continued support. 

The Leafs placed Jake Muzzin on the long-term injured reserve after he 
sustained a concussion on Monday. The defenceman will be sidelined 
until at least mid March.  

"It takes away any sort of pressure from him," Keefe explained. "There's 
no day-to-day asking of how he's doing or how he's feeling. It's going to 
be a long process and it will give him ample opportunity to feel as good 
as possible." 

Muzzin also sustained a concussion on Jan. 15.  

"It's his second situation like this in a short period of time," Keefe noted. 
"The last one, it took a few weeks before he felt comfortable in games, so 
I think it's something they know they want to be patient with given what 
he's been through."  

With the second-pair mainstay out, Keefe stressed the team will fill the 
void by committee.  

"It provides a ton of opportunity for others," the coach said. "It's a ton of 
responsibility for others as well. There will end up being a lot of focus on 
the defence, in particular, but any time you lose a key member of your 
team, the whole team needs to step up." 

Keefe hopes to fill Muzzin's absence by committee; Sandin aims to step 
up in his stead 

Maple Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe says the club plans to give d-
man Jake Muzzin "ample time to feel as good as possible" and with the 
veteran sidelined, Rasmus Sandin will move up the lineup in his stead. 
While Keefe says he hopes to fill Muzzin's role by committee, Sandin 
says he just plans to "stay calm" and keep playing his game. 

With Muzzin out, Sandin moves up to that left-side spot on the second 
pair. The 21-year-old Swede was a healthy scratch on Monday.  

"You want to be in the lineup every night," he said. "If I play bad, I might 
not be in the lineup the day after. It's motivation coming into every 
practice and game to be at your best." 

The Leafs, as a group, are focused on giving up less off the rush and 
that's something Sandin is studying.  

"It's an area I can grow in," he said. "It's different details: where to keep 
your stick, how to position your body, how to cover different passes and 
make them do a different play. It's something I've taken strides in."   

Sandin slotted in beside newcomer Ilya Lyubushkin in Columbus and that 
duo will remain together on Thursday.  

Lyubushkin earned the nickname "The Russian Bear" because of his 
physical play in Arizona.  

"First period last game, he showed his physical qualities and bear 
qualities," Sandin said with a grin, "but outside [the ice] he's a nice bear. 
He's not afraid to chat about anything. He's a very soft bear."  

Since Jan. 8, the Leafs are averaging 3.5 goals against per game, which 
is 25th in the NHL. Jack Campbell has an .882 save percentage in 12 
games during this leaky stretch. Petr Mrazek isn't much better at .894 in 
seven games.  

"My focus is on how we play as a team," said Keefe. "We need to do a 
good job of protecting our goaltenders. We haven't defended well enough 
as a team of late ... We've exposed our goaltenders too much to great 
chances against and that's affected them ... I've got confidence in our 
goalies once we get that sorted out." 

While there's still work to be done, Keefe says his group took a "massive" 
step defensively in Columbus.  

Mrazek, who lost on Monday, gets the start against the Wild. Campbell 
took the loss on Tuesday.   

"You got to get both guys playing well so there's a balance there," Keefe 
said. "You need to have guys that make multiple starts in a row at 
different times. I don't think truly alternating is good for anybody, but we 
definitely need to share the workload and way more so than we have 
through the first 50 games."  

Kaapo Kähkönen will start for the Wild.  

Justin Holl will sit as a healthy scratch for a second straight game.  

"He's an important guy for us," Keefe stressed. "When he gets back in, 
he's going to prove to be the guy he has been for us. When we've played 
a lot of our best hockey this season, Hollsy done a good job for us." 

Travis Dermott is doing his best to push his way up the depth chart.  

"This three-game stretch here that Dermott's put together has been as 
good as he's played all the way through," Keefe said. 
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