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Up against the cap, Canes will have a hard time adding reinforcements. Do they need it? 

By Luke DeCock 

It’s hard to find anything wrong with the Carolina Hurricanes 
after Friday night’s clinical dismantling of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, but that’s hardly the standard by which the 
Hurricanes are measuring themselves. 

With Tony DeAngelo out until around the March 21 trade 
deadline, the time for the Hurricanes to decide what they’re 
going to do — mortgage some of the future to bolster the 
roster for the postseason or stand pat — has arrived. 

There’s an obvious need for a top-four defenseman capable 
of playing with Jaccob Slavin against the opposition’s best, 
especially in playoff games on the road when the Slavin-
DeAngelo pairing can’t be protected against Tampa Bay’s 
Nikita Kucherov or Florida’s Aleksander Barkov. And as good 
as DeAngelo has been, not only on the power play but in his 
own end as well, the memory of Sebastian Aho turning him 
inside out in the 2019 preliminary round is hard to shake. 

“A defenseman would be nice,” Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell told the N&O before Friday’s 4-0 win. “If you 
get into a long playoff run, you can easily go through nine or 
10 defensemen. But in saying that, we’re also in LTI (long-
term injured reserve). We’re not growing any cap space.” 

The Hurricanes have just over $1 million in long-term injury 
relief and could probably manipulate their roster to squeeze 
that up to $1.8 million, but unlike regular cap space, that 
doesn’t pro-rate. With $1 million in actual cap space, they 
could add someone making $4 million for the final 20 games. 
With $1 million in LTIR space, they can only add someone 
making $1 million. 

There’s also the question of what they could give up. Their 
first-round pick in June went to Montreal as part of the 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet and Waddell said the 
Hurricanes would almost certainly not part with their 2023 
first-rounder. And while the Hurricanes have restocked their 
system with 33 picks in the past three drafts — Seth Jarvis 
has already made the jump — there’s a sense that some of 
those prospects are almost NHL-ready, whether that’s Jack 
Drury or Ville Koivunen. 

Someone like Ryan Suzuki, the 2019 first-round pick who 
has battled injuries and is behind Drury in the pecking order, 
might be their most marketable asset — especially if 
Montreal, where his brother Nick plays, is involved — but 
even then the Hurricanes still think he’s going to be an NHL 
player, although his ceiling remains a little uncertain. 

So the combination of the cap situation and their hesitance to 
part with prospects makes a deal unlikely at this point, 
although that could change at the deadline if some of the 
players whose prices are high now linger on the market. 

It’s more of an existential question than anything: While the 
Hurricanes’ window to contend will remain open in a macro 
sense as long as the Jaccob Slavin-Sebastian Aho core is 
intact, this is also the end of a micro window, with Vincent 
Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter potentially departing as a 
free agents and Jordan Staal turning 34 in September. Is that 
worth throwing chips on the table they wouldn’t normally 
consider gambling? 

And to take on more than $1.8 million in salary, that means 
giving up more assets to either get the trading team to retain 
some salary or bring in a third team to cook the salary-cap 
books. Then the opportunity cost starts to get really big — 
and Waddell said the Hurricanes aren’t interested in giving 
up anyone already on the roster. 

“That’s the avenue, if we do go into the trade deadline, the 
chips you’re going to use are some of your young prospects,” 
Waddell said. “We like everybody on our team. We don’t 
want to hurt our team at this point.” 

It’s also important to remember that a lot of the business 
contending teams do at this time of year, adding veteran 
depth players, is business the Hurricanes handled over the 
summer. Derek Stepan, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith are all 
the kind of experienced players teams look to acquire for the 
stretch run and the playoffs. The Hurricanes, after getting 
pinched by depth issues during the playoffs last spring, tried 
to get ahead of the curve, and it helps that Jalen Chatfield 
has added his name to the mix. 

Still, it’s hard not to shake the sense that this team could use 
a little reinforcement, even after such a comprehensive 
victory as this, and while there’s a case to be made for help 
on the right wing, defense is the most glaring need, even 
when DeAngelo comes back. 

“The test is going to be over time, not one game,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’re going to miss Tony for 
a long time.” 

In a best-case scenario, Ethan Bear returns to his pre-
COVID form and the Hurricanes have the option of swapping 
him and DeAngelo on Slavin’s right as needed or warranted. 
But that’s a gamble, and if the Hurricanes are going to make 
a deep run and contend for the Stanley Cup, the less 
uncertainty the better.
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The Canes had a score to settle with the Blue Jackets, and did they ever play like it 

By Chip Alexander 

Players and coaches in the NHL always say it, and rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis of the Carolina Hurricanes said it again 
Friday morning. 

“You can’t have a night off because every team is so 
competitive, especially teams that are a little bit lower (in the 
standings) right now and are playing a little desperate,” 
Jarvis said. “You can’t take a breath and think you’re just 
going to walk through the game, because you’re not. You’re 
going to get upset.” 

Like losing 6-0 to the Columbus Blue Jackets, for example? 

“Exactly,” Jarvis said. 

That was the final score Jan. 13 when the Canes faced off 
against the Blue Jackets at PNC Arena. It was an ESPN 
game, a national audience and the Hurricanes were left red-
faced and upset by such a poor performance. 

The Canes responded Friday by winning 4-0, a complete-
game victory though not a complete beatdown of Columbus, 
which won Thursday at Florida and had won seven of its last 
eight games. 

Carolina, 36-11-4 and five points ahead in the Metropolitan 
Division, had a 50-19 shooting advantage, although goalie 
Frederik Andersen did make some terrific saves among the 
shots he did face. The Canes effectively killed off their 
penalties — Columbus was 0-4 on the power play — while 
getting a power-play goal from Teuvo Teravainen. 

“It was a good effort from everybody. We controlled the 
game,” said Canes captain Jordan Staal, who had the 
game’s first goal. 

The Canes made it a quiet night for Blue Jackets forward 
Patrik Laine, who had been on a torrid tear, with 13 goals 
and eight assists in an 11-game point streak that was the 
longest in the NHL. That came to a halt Friday as Laine was 
held to one shot. 

“He’s a guy you’ve got to be aware of, a guy who can really 
score from anywhere,” Staal said. “He’s a guy you can’t 
really give any time, especially when crosses that blue line. 
You’ve got to be right on top of him and the boys did a good 
job of that tonight.” 

The Canes did everything but score in the first, spending a 
lot of time around the Columbus net and putting 16 shots on 
net. It was a gritty period by the Blue Jackets and goalie J-F 
Berube a night after a 6-3 victory at Florida. Defenseman 
Vladislav Gavrikov was left bloodied after taking a puck in 
the side of the head on a Brett Pesce pass but returned to 
the game. 

“When you have a big win and you travel and you play the 
next day and you’re just flat,” Brind’Amour said of the 
Jackets “We knew they were flat tonight and we took 
advantage of it.” 

The Canes’ pressure game continued in the second period 
as Staal and then Teravainen scored and Carolina put 
another 22 shots on net. Staal batted the puck past Berube 
for his third goal in the past seven games “I’m just getting 
warmed up,” he quipped — and Teravainen later ripped a 
shot three seconds into a power play after Sebastian Aho 
won the faceoff. 

If there has been a knock on the Hurricanes this season it 
has been about their fluctuation in play against the better and 
weaker teams in the league. Before Friday, Carolina was 18-
4-3 against the teams in playoff position and 17-7-1 against 
teams trying to get into position or falling out of it. 

Case in point: the Canes hammered the Boston Bruins 6-0 in 
Boston but lost to the Seattle Kraken. They beat the New 
York Rangers 6-3, then lost to the New Jersey Devils. And 
there was that 6-0 whipping by Columbus at PNC Arena, 
where the Canes are 18-4-2 this season. 

But there would be no letup Friday by the Canes, certainly 
not in the third period. Nino Niederreiter scored from behind 
the net, getting the good bounce off Berube’s skate. Vincent 
Trocheck took advantage of a loose play in the Columbus 
zone by the Blue Jackets (27-24-1), swooping in to grab the 
puck in the slot and rip one past Berube for the 4-0 lead. 

The only question left was whether Andersen would pick up 
his third shutout of the season while earning his NHL-leading 
28th win. He had Canes fans chanting “Fred-die, Fred-die!” 
in the final moments. 

The Canes’ 50 shots were the most since a November 2018 
game against Detroit. All in all, a complete-game victory.
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Hurricanes overwhelm Blue Jackets for 4th straight win 

Frederick Andersen had a 19-save shutout and Carolina 
posted a season-high 50 shots in the 4-0 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It took nearly half of Friday’s game, but the 
Hurricanes finally solved Blue Jackets goalie Jean-Francois 
Berube. 

Once they did, the floodgates opened. 

Carolina had a season-high 50 shots on net and Frederik 
Andersen posted a 19-save shutout in the Hurricanes’ 4-0 
win in front of 17,112 at PNC Arena. 

“We stuck to our game plan and knew what we had to do to 
be successful,” Nino Niederreiter said after the win, 
Carolina’s fourth in a row, “and I think you could see it 
throughout the whole lineup how successful we were.” 

Despite the dominant overall performance, the result was in 
doubt as the game approached its midway point. 

That’s when Hurricanes center Jordan Staal got loose on a 
breakaway. The Carolina captain was stopped by Berube 
(career-high 46 saves) on the initial chance and then a 
rebound. He attempted a centering feed that was knocked 
away, then Brett Pesce passed to Niederreiter in front. 

Niederreiter backhanded a pass to Staal on the goal line, 
and he finally beat a down-and-out Berube with a wide-angle 
shot for his fifth goal of the season at 9:22 of the second 
period. 

“The fifth time’s a charm, I guess,” Staal said wryly. 

It was Staal’s third goal in seven games after going 35 
without scoring. The 33-year-old, who in late November said 
his “stick was turning into a twig the more I’m squeezing it,” 
has seemingly loosened up. 

“I’m just getting warmed up,” he said with another laugh. 

It’s helped that coach Rod Brind’Amour reunited Staal with 
Jesper Fast and Niederreiter, a line that was the Hurricanes’ 
best early in the season and is again looking dominant. 

Niederreiter, playing for a contract this offseason, was the 
only Hurricanes player to register two points on the night, 
assisting on Staal’s goal before scoring just 74 seconds into 
the third period to extend Carolina’s lead to 3-0. 

After closing out the second period with a power play goal by 
Teuvo Teravainen that gave the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead and 
38-9 shot advantage heading into the second intermission, 
Carolina decided to try shooting from behind Berube to start 
the third. 

The Blue Jackets goalie came out of the net to play the puck 
behind the net but couldn’t handle it. As he scrambled back 
to his crease, Niederreiter — who won a race to the loose 
puck — threw a shot at Berube’s feet and it ricocheted in for 
his 16th goal of the year. 

“You hope you get a bounce like that,” Niederreiter said. 

Another “make your own luck” bounce quickly got Carolina 
its final goal of the night. 

Off of an offensive zone faceoff loss, Martin Necas closed 
quickly on Columbus defenseman  Adam Boqvist and 
deflected his passing attempt. 

The puck fluttered right into the slot for Vincent Trocheck, 
who settled it and shot stick side past Berube just 36 
seconds after Niederreiter had scored. 

All that was left was to see if Andersen could get his third 
shutout of the season, and the ever-calm Dane was able to 
find a way to make stops on a slow night. 

Andersen said he stayed focused on playing the full 60 
minutes and not being too aggressive when Columbus did 
have a chance on him. 

“I think that’s the balancing act,” he said, “just finding a way 
to stay in it and stick with the process.” 

Notes: The Hurricanes played without defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo and Brendan Smith, who are both out with injuries. 
Ethan Bear stepped into a more prominent role, logging 
15:50 — mostly alongside Jaccob Slavin — while 
quarterbacking the second power play unit, and AHL recall 
Jalen Chatfield impressed again with an efficient 14:41 of ice 
time. … Carolina killed off all four Columbus power plays to 
reach 90% on the season, still first in the NHL. … Jordan 
Martinook’s six shots on goal was one shy of his career high. 
He had seven on Nov. 23, 2018, against Florida when he 
scored his only career hat trick. … Seven Hurricanes had at 
least three shots on goal, while no Blue Jackets player had 
more than two.
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Recap: Andersen, Canes Blank Columbus, 4-0 

Carolina picks up their fourth win in a row to start the 
weekend 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Frederik Andersen posted a 19-save 
shutout Friday, backstopping the Carolina Hurricanes to a 4-
0 victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

Three Things: 

1) Another Clean Sheet For Freddie 

It was the third shutout of the season for the Canes All-Star 
netminder, the first of which was not against the Boston 
Bruins. While it wasn't his busiest night of the year, in fact, 
far from it, he still had to be strong when called upon. 

"It was a good game for him, because sometimes those are 
the toughest. You don't get a lot of action and then, boom, all 
of a sudden there is a Grade A-chance. He didn't have a ton 
of work, but when he did, he was strong," Rod Brind'Amour 
said post-game. 

This evening was the fifth occurence this season in which 
"Freddie" had to make fewer than 20 stops, the fourth in 
which he was able to earn a win when doing so. 

2) Columbus Looked Like A Team That Played Florida Last 
Night 

The reason why Andersen wasn't tasked with much tonight 
was because Columbus was in the second half of a back-to-
back, coming off of an emotional win in Florida last night. Not 
meant as a a knock by any means, the Jackets earned their 
ninth win in 11 games just 24 hours ago against a strong 
Panthers team, putting up a six-spot on them, no less. 
However, the team flew up to Raleigh and was then met with 
an awaiting Hurricanes team, a group who had a three-day 
break in between games. Quite the tall task. 

It was a scoreless contest after one period of play and only 
1-0 with two minutes to go in the second period, thanks in 
large part to J.F. Berube. Playing in his fourth game of the 
season as the Blue Jackets battle through a string of 
goaltending injuries, Berube was outstanding for his team, 
eventually finishing the night with 46 stops. 

Also playing in his second game in as many nights, he did 
everything he could before allowing the night's opening goal. 
Jordan Staal's third marker in seven games came on the fifth 
attempt of the shift, somewhat of a description of the 
assistance he received in front of him. From there, the 
offense attack belonged to Carolina. 

3) The Niederreiter - Staal - Fast Line Is Cruising 

Tonight was the third straight game in which Carolina's third 
line contributed offensively, an incredibly welcomed sight 
after the first half frustrations for Staal. In addition to the 
Captain's first goal of the night, Nino Niederreiter brought 
some early third period insurance to make it a 3-0 game. 

We hear "depth scoring" as a common phrase for successful 
teams, and the Canes have that right now. With Niederreiter 
now up to 16 goals on the year, Fast already in double-digits 
and Staal now getting going, the best could be yet to come 
for the trio. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour speaking on what tonight was like from his 
perspective: 

"We hit a team that had an emotional win [last night]. It's 
similar to what we had [Sunday going into Monday]. We had 
an emotional win, traveled and then had to play the next day. 
They were just flat and you could see it. We could see that 
they were flat tonight and we took advantage of it. That's 
what you have to do. You have to play a solid game and we 
did, the whole game." 

Frederik Andersen on what a night like tonight is like for him, 
going long durations of time without facing a shot: 

"It's a challenge. It's still a 60-minute game and you have to 
focus for every second of it. You don't want to play too 
aggressive, so that's the balance, finding a way to stay in the 
net and stay in the process." 

Jordan Staal touching on the relief of getting his scoring 
touch going, with a laugh: 

"I'm just getting warmed up. My linemates have helped me a 
lot lately and they're both obviously playing really well. I think 
we've created a lot, we haven't cheated the game and we 
haven't changed the way we want to play the game. The 
chances are starting to go in and we want to continue that. 
We want to be the line that this group needs us to be." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice tomorrow afternoon 
before returning to game action Sunday afternoon against 
the Edmonton Oilers at PNC Arena. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Teuvo Teravainen extended his point streak to 
seven games with a power play goal late in the 
second period. He now has three goals and six 
assists since February 10 in Boston. 
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 The Canes reached 50 shots for the first time this 
season in the victory. The +31 shot differential is 
the eighth largest in franchise history. 

 Carolina moves to 36-11-4 with the victory.

 

 

 

Laine point streak ends at 11, Blue Jackets blanked by Hurricanes 

Niederreiter has goal, assist to hand Columbus first loss in 
past five games 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Patrik Laine had his 11-game point streak 
end, and the Columbus Blue Jackets lost for the first time in 
five games, 4-0 to the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on 
Friday. 

Laine scored 21 points (13 goals, eight assists) during the 
streak. The forward had one shot on goal in 17:28 of ice 
time. 

Nino Niederreiter had a goal and an assist, and Frederik 
Andersen made 19 saves for the Hurricanes (36-11-4), who 
won their fourth in a row. 

"We know that they were flat tonight, so we took advantage 
of it," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You have to do 
that. We played a solid game the whole game." 

J-F Berube made 46 saves in his fourth straight start for the 
Blue Jackets (27-24-1), who were coming off a 6-3 win at the 
Florida Panthers on Thursday. 

"I was really worried about tonight's energy," Columbus 
coach Brad Larsen said. "As much as we invested in that 
game last night, physically and emotionally, that was the big 
worry. Usually we say we're a half-step behind, but tonight I 
think we were a good full step behind." 

Carolina went ahead 1-0 at 9:22 of the second period when 
Jordan Staal batted his own rebound out of the air at the 
right post after a pass from Niederreiter. The goal came 
moments after Berube stopped Staal on a breakaway and a 
rebound. 

"That's a turnover there, and I kind of jumped on an 
opening," Staal said. "I just kept trying to jam it in there." 

Berube made a glove save on the breakaway rebound, 
followed by a sprawling left-pad save. 

"It's a little frustrating, I really wanted to keep that one out of 
the net," Berube said. "He made a great play. I have to tip 

my hat to him. He stuck with it and that's why he's such a 
great player." 

Teuvo Teravainen's power-play goal made it 2-0 at 18:09. 
Sebastian Aho won a face-off from the left dot to Teravainen, 
who scored on a wrist shot from between the circles. 

Niederreiter made it 3-0 at 1:14 of the third period. After 
Berube settled the puck behind the net and retreated to the 
crease, Niederreiter banked a shot in off the goalie. 

"Lucky I hit his skate and it went in," Niederreiter said. "As 
soon as I saw he couldn't handle the puck, I knew he was 
going to rush back into the net. That's where you hope you 
get a bounce like that." 

Vincent Trocheck scored from between the circles off a failed 
clearing attempt at 1:50 for the 4-0 final. 

The 50 shots were the most Berube has faced in 38 NHL 
games and the second-most allowed by Columbus this 
season (62 in a 6-0 loss to the Calgary Flames on Jan. 26). 

"The experience I've had in the American Hockey League 
and the little bit in the NHL in the past is helping me go 
through those games," Berube said. "I'm not going to change 
anything. Right now, I'm trying to appreciate the moment and 
just help my team win." 

NOTES: Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov left 
the game at 11:12 of the first period when he was hit in the 
head by a pass attempt by Hurricanes defenseman Brett 
Pesce. He returned in the second and finished with 16:14 of 
ice time. … Columbus was held without a shot in eight 
minutes of power-play time (0-for-4). ... In 21 games since 
Dec. 7, Andersen is 17-2-2 with a 2.08 goals-against 
average, .929 save percentage and two shutouts. … 
Teravainen has scored nine points (three goals, six assists) 
during a seven-game point streak. … Aho has scored six 
points (one goal, five assists) during a five-game point 
streak. … Forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi was the only 
Hurricanes skater without a shot on goal. … The Hurricanes 
had a plus-31 shot differential for the second time this 
season; they outshot the Blue Jackets 49-18 in a 7-4 win 
Jan. 1.
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Staal, Andersen help Hurricanes beat Blue Jackets 4-0 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes did 
everything they wanted early except find the back of the net.  

Once they did, the goals kept coming. 

Jordan Staal got Carolina on the board with a determined 
second-period sequence, then the Hurricanes broke it open 
with two quick third-period goals to beat the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-0 on Friday night. 

The Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes finished with a 
season-high 50 shots, leaving netminder Frederik Andersen 
with a relatively quiet night in earning his third shutout this 
season on 19 saves. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored late in the second, then Nino 
Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck scored 36 seconds apart 
in the opening minutes of the third to blow the game open. 

More importantly, the Hurricanes kept their edge after ending 
the first scoreless despite a 16-3 shot advantage. 

“You always watch about getting frustrated in those kind of 
games,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said, adding, “You have to 
keep doing what we were doing. That’s what I liked about the 
game, is we didn’t really change anything. We just kept 
sticking with it and it paid off.” 

Both teams entered on winning streaks, with Columbus at a 
season-high four wins and Carolina with three straight. And 
the Blue Jackets had surged to win seven of eight, a stretch 
that included five road wins — the last coming a day earlier 
at Atlantic Division-leading Florida. 

But the Hurricanes controlled the puck from the start and 
surrendered few scoring chances, whether at even-strength 
or with its NHL-best penalty kill.  

“You could see it,” Columbus coach Brad Larsen said. “It’s 
not a business of excuses, but I was really worried about 
tonight’s energy just because of how intense the (Florida) 
game was. ... Usually we’d say we’re a half-step behind, but I 
think tonight we were a good full step behind.” 

It took roughly half the game, though, for Carolina to finally 
beat J-F Berube after firing a steady stream of shots on net.  

Staal broke through after being denied on a breakaway 
attempt and a quick rebound chance. The Hurricanes 
controlled the puck and Niederreiter found Staal near the 
right post, where he was stopped again by Berube’s leg 
before batting in his own airborne rebound at 9:22. 

“The fifth time is the charm, I guess,” Staal said. 

Teravainen followed late in the period off Sebastian Aho’s 
faceoff win. The puck slid back and across the ice for 
Teravainen to snap it home, ending the power play after only 
3 seconds. 

By the end of that period, Carolina led 37-9 in shots.  

Berube had won the past three games with the Blue Jackets, 
which had been his first starts in the NHL since last earning a 
win in April 2018. He finished with 46 saves. 

GAVRIKOV OUT, BACK IN 

The Blue Jackets lost defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov for a 
stretch when he took a puck to the helmet on a short pass, 
going down to the ice to take away a passing angle for 
Carolina’s Brett Pesce as the Hurricanes closed in on the 
crease.  

Gavrikov was bleeding on the ice before he got up and 
skated to the tunnel with a towel on the left side of his head 
midway through the first period. He returned for the second 
period.  

Gavrikov had a crescent-shaped seeping wound on the left 
side of his eye socket when speaking with reporters after the 
game, blood oozing down his cheek. 

“That was a 24 hours for my face, I got a high-stick 
yesterday,” he said, adding; “My wife said it looks like right 
now Harry Potter.” 

MISSING BLUE-LINERS 

Both teams were down defensemen due to injuries. 

Columbus’ Zach Werenski was out again after missing 
Thursday’s win at Florida due to an upper-body injury. 
Carolina was missing defensemen Tony DeAngelo and 
Brendan Smith.  

Brind’Amour said Thursday that DeAngelo could miss a 
month with an injury to his midsection. Smith is still 
recovering after taking a puck to the ear while sliding to block 
a shot in Sunday’s win at Pittsburgh. 

HALTED 

The shutout ended an 11-game points streak for Columbus’ 
Patrik Laine, who had 13 goals and eight assists. 

UP NEXT 

Blue Jackets: Host Pittsburgh on Sunday to start a five-game 
homestand. 

Hurricanes: Remains at home to face Edmonton on Sunday.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Hat tricks all around; Avalanche, Hurricanes dominate 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Friday 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado Avalanche 

When the Colorado Avalanche are playing at their best they 
can embarrass you very quickly. The Winnipeg Jets found 
that out on Friday night. The Avalanche overcame a three-
goal first period deficit by scoring six consecutive goals to roll 
to a 6-3 win to extend their lead in the Western Conference 
standings. Gabriel Landeskog led the way by scoring three 
goals on a game-high seven shots on goal. The Avalanche 
are now 34-5-3 in their past 42 games. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Friday 

While Landeskog scored three goals, Nathan MacKinnon 
also scored two including this impressive goal off the rush. 

It was a night of hat tricks around the NHL as Chicago 
Blackhawks teammates Patrick Kane and Brandon Hagel 
also scored three goals each in their 8-5 win over the New 
Jersey Devils. 

Jordan Kyrou scored two goals for the St. Louis Blues on 
Friday night to reach the 20-goal mark. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Friday 

Hurricanes slow down Blue Jackets 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have been one of the hottest 
teams in the NHL in recent weeks, entering Friday’s game 
against the Carolina Hurricanes with a 9-2-0 record over their 
past 11 games, including a four-game winning streak. That 
was no match for the Hurricanes who rolled to a 4-0 win that 
was not anywhere near as close as the final score indicated. 
Carolina outshot Columbus by a 50-19 margin. Columbus 
has definitely overachieved this season but it has also had a 
couple of really ugly performances, including an earlier game 
against Calgary where it allowed more than 60 shots on goal. 

Kings jump over Golden Knights 

Did you ever imagine this season that the Los Angeles Kings 
would be ahead of the Vegas Golden Knights in the 
standings at any point, let alone this late in the season? Well, 
it has happened. Thanks to the Kings’ 4-1 win over the 
Anaheim Ducks on Friday, combined with the Golden 
Knights’ stunning loss to the Arizona Coyotes, the Kings 
have jumped over the Golden Knights for second place in the 
Pacific Division with the same number of games played. 
Suddenly the Golden Knights find themselves on the Stanley 
Cup Playoff bubble with Edmonton and Anaheim right behind 
them. 

Hagel boosts trade value 

The Chicago Blackhawks are definitely going to be sellers 
ahead of the NHL trade deadline and one player that has 
been mentioned in trade rumors has been Hagel. They have 
reportedly set a high asking price, and if he keeps playing 
like he did on Friday night they might actually be able to 
acquire what they want. He now has 17 goals in 47 games 
this season after Friday’s hat trick against New Jersey. 

Saturday’s big story 

Outdoor hockey makes its debut in The Music City as the 
Nashville Predators play host to the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the 2022 Stadium Series game. It is also a fantastic matchup 
as the reigning back-to-back Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning visit a surprising Predators team that is trying to 
secure its spot as a playoff team in the Western Conference 
while also trying to figure out what to do with pending 
unrestricted free agent forward Filip Forsberg. 

Friday’s NHL Scores 

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 0 
St. Louis Blues 5, Buffalo Sabres 3 
Chicago Blackhawks 8, New Jersey Devils 5 
Colorado Avalanche 6, Winnipeg Jets 3 
Arizona Coyotes 3, Vegas Golden Knights 1 
Los Angeles Kings 4, Anaheim Ducks 1
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Canes blast Blue Jackets in PNC 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned home and dominated the 
Blue Jackets, winning 4-0 in a overwhelming beatdown. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes put together a thorough, 
comprehensive drubbing of the Columbus Blue Jackets 
Friday night in PNC Arena, winning 4-0 for their fourth 
straight win.  

The Canes dominated the puck and the play, outshooting 
Columbus 50-17 in a game that honestly could have been 
even worse than the score indicated.  

Carolina was good from the get go but took a little bit to 
break through on the scoresheet, but once the goals started 
coming they kept on coming. Jordan Staal scored his third 
goal in the last seven games to make it 1-0, with Teuvo 
Teravainen tallying on the power play later in the second 
period.  

Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck added early third-
period goals to blow open the floodgates, as some up-tempo 
play and wonderful, though not often needed, goaltending 
from Frederik Andersen paved the way to victory.  

Andersen was great as he picked up his third shutout of the 
season, making a couple big stops in the third period to 
preserve that. In the other net was Jean-Francois Berube, 
who stood on his head early to keep the game close in a 
4646-save losing effort.  

The first period was mostly uneventful, as Carolina kind of 
dominated the play but couldn’t find an upper edge on the 
scoreboard. The Canes outshot the Blue Jackets 16-3 in the 
period, out-chanced them 13-3 and held a 26-8 advantage in 
CF heading. 

The second period started out with more of the same, as the 
Canes controlled the puck and the possession while not 
quite having the finishing touch to find the back of the net.  

That changed right before the midway point of the game, as 
Staal opened the scoring with a goal that was a nice little 
microcosm of the game to that point. Staal got in behind the 
defense and was denied by Berube one-on-one, sticking with 
it and putting in maybe the fourth or fifth chance Carolina had 
on the sequence.  

A little bit later in the second period the Canes made it 2-0, 
as Teravainen netted as quick of a power-play goal as you 
can. Sebastian Aho won the man-advantage-opening faceoff 
back to Teravainen, who placed a beautiful wrister past 
Berube to double the lead.  

Carolina’s 2-0 lead after two periods didn’t entirely reflect the 
level of the Canes’ dominance, but the floodgates absolutely 
opened up early in the third period to help fix that.  

Niederreiter made it 3-0 on a really heady play, as Berube 
made a bad clearance attempt and found himself out of net. 
Niederreiter collected it behind the net and banked the puck 
in off of the Columbus netminder.  

Just 36 seconds later, a high-bouncing puck dropped 
perfectly to the feet of Trocheck in the slot, who blasted it 
past Berube to make it 4-0.  

The Hurricanes continued to dictate the play as the game 
reached its end, even killing off a fourth Columbus power 
play on the night.  

The Canes will be back in action Sunday afternoon at home 
against Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Staal, Andersen on shutout win over CBJ 

The Canes dominated the Blue Jackets Friday night in PNC 
Arena, putting together a comprehensive win. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes returned home Friday night in 
overwhelming fashion, beating the Columbus Blue Jackets 4-
0 in a game where Carolina outshot Columbus 50-19.  

Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Nino Niederreiter and 
Vincent Trocheck did the scoring for the Canes, as 
goaltender Frederik Andersen picked up his third shutout win 
of the season.  

Following their fourth straight win, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Staal and Andersen spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if this one checked all the boxes: Yeah. That’s pretty 
obvious in our game. You hit a team that just had a very 
emotional win. It’s very similar to what we had last week 
where we had a big win and then travel and play the next 
day and you’re just flat. You could just see it. We knew that 
they were flat, and we took advantage of it. You have to do 
that. We played a solid game, right the whole game.  

On if there’s been any change in Staal’s game of late: No. 
Do you? It’s just getting a bounce now here or there. It’s 
been a good line. They’ve played well for a while now. It’s 
nice to see him get rewarded because he does do it right.  

On sticking with things and on just keeping throwing pucks 
on net: It’s not just throwing pucks on net. There’s a process 
to it. We were doing a lot of good things. We were getting a 
lot of close-in seconds. We had a lot of good action at the 
net. Our power play was really good. We snapped it around. 
We did everything we wanted to do, it just didn’t go in. Yeah, 
you’re right. You always watch about getting frustrated in 
those kinds of games because it’s 0-0 after the first period. 
They’re still in the game. You have to keep doing what we 
were doing. That’s what I liked about the game. We didn’t 
really change anything. We just kept sticking with it, and it 
paid off.  

On if there’s an elevated level of confidence in the penalty kill 
right now: No. It’s basically the same group for the last few 
years almost. We have a lot of confidence in those guys 
when they go out there and kill a penalty, which they did 
another good job tonight. You don’t want to give a team life. 
When you kill a penalty, you can suck the life out of the other 
team. That’s a big part of the game. And our power play was 
good. Even though we weren’t scoring in the first period 
where we had a couple, they were really good.  

On the defensive replacements: I thought [Jalen Chatfield], 
who is obviously the guy in, did a great job. The test is going 
to be over time now. It’s not a one-game thing. We’re going 
to miss Tony [DeAngelo] for a long time. We’ll see here how 
it goes. We liked [Chatfield] when he was up early. He did a 
great job. He came back in and did the exact same thing.  

On Andersen’s consistency and focus in a game where he 
wasn’t getting many looks: He had the kind of weird one 
there were the guy was all alone, and he was ready for it. It 
was a good game for him because sometimes those are the 
toughest games where you don’t get a lot of action and then 
boom, there’s a grade-A. He looked like he was right on it. 
Good for him that he didn’t have a ton of work, but when he 
did he was sharp.  

On if he’s seen Andersen get up or down at all: Nope. Nope. 
*insert straight line hand motion* 

Nino Niederreiter 

On if this was as good as the team has played this year: I 
would say it was probably the best two, probably three 
periods we have played this year. We stuck to our game 
plan. We knew what we had to do to be successful, and I 
think you could see it through the whole lineup how 
successful we were.  

On just sticking with it early: Yeah, absolutely. Throughout 
the season we’ve been up and down. Sometimes we’ve shot 
a lot at net, and then some games we didn’t. At the end of 
the day, we know that’s the key to success, and it kind of 
showed again tonight. The more shots we get, the more 
opportunities we’re going to get and goals we’re going to 
score.  

On his goal: At the end of the day, I knew he was trying to go 
back to the net. Luckily I hit his skate and it went in. As soon 
as I saw he couldn’t handle the puck I knew he was going to 
rush back to the net, and that’s were usually you hope you 
get a bounce like that.  

On his goal opening the floodgates: Yeah, absolutely. Being 
up 2-0, it’s a dangerous score. They score one goal, and 
they are right back into the game. We tried to make sure we 
got the next goal, and that happened. Trocheck followed it 
up, and I think that was kind of the end of that game.  

On getting some retribution on Columbus: Yeah, absolutely. 
They’ve played pretty hard against us all year, and we’ve 
had a tough time beating them. Obviously they beat us pretty 
good that one night. We knew coming into this game that it 
was going to be a tough game. They’ve been playing some 
great hockey, and overall I’m glad we got that win. 

Jordan Staal 

On if there was anything not to like in that game: Not really. 
Obviously it was a good effort from everyone. Our goaltender 
made the saves when we needed him to. We controlled the 
game. It obviously wasn’t a game that they liked, and they 
had a tough schedule coming in here on the back-to-back. 
We were waiting ready, but anything can happen sometimes. 
We’re happy we came out with the full effort.  

On sticking with it and the floodgates opening: That’s just the 
group sticking with it. I thought in that first period there was 
possibilities of getting frustrated and having turnovers. That’s 
obviously a team that feeds off of that with a tough neutral 
zone. We just kind of kept putting it behind them. That was 
the recipe tonight, and the guys stuck with it.  
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On the sequence that led to his goal: Yeah, the fifth time is 
the charm, I guess. That’s a turnover there, and I kind of 
jumped on an opening there. I just kept trying to jam it in 
there, and luckily it went in.  

On if he feels like he’s getting more breaks now: I’m just 
getting warmed up. My line mates have really helped me 
lately. They’re both playing really well. We’ve created a lot. 
We haven’t cheated the game. We haven’t changed the way 
we want to play. The chances are starting to go in, and we 
want to keep rolling and be the line that this group needs us 
to be.  

On the special teams: That’s good. All good things. I thought 
the power play stuck with it, too. You can get frustrated 
there, too. We found a way to keep shooting. Both units did a 
great job tonight of shooting the puck and creating the havoc. 
And the PK has been the PK. It’s been steady for our group 
all year long, and we needed that.  

On Andersen making saves even without a lot of action: He’s 
been a rock back there. No matter what game gets thrown at 
him back there, he’s just steady. He’s comfortable. He 
makes everyone on our bench and on the ice feel 
comfortable. There’s no question that he’s been our MVP 
this year.  

On staying aware of where a guy like Patrik Laine is at all 
times: Yeah, he’s a player you’ve just kind of always have to 
watch and be aware of. He’s a guy who can score from 

anywhere. He’s a guy you can’t give him any time. Once he 
gets across that blue line, you’ve got to be right on top of 
him. The boys did a good job of that tonight. [Brett Pesce 
and Brady Skjei] did a really good job there. It was a good 
effort.  

Frederik Andersen 

On making tough saves even though he hadn’t seen a ton of 
shots: Yeah, I thought we played really good. We held them 
to a low amount of shots and chances. It was a really good 
game for us, kind of bouncing back from the last time they 
were in here.  

On how tough games like this can be for the goaltender: It’s 
a challenge, obviously. It’s still a 60-minute game. You’ve got 
to focus for every second of it. I’m not trying to play too 
aggressive when there is a chance. That’s the balance of just 
trying to stay in it and stick with the process.  

On if that was the best the guys in front of him have played 
this season: I don’t know. I think we played really good 
today. I have no interest in really comparing that stuff. I think 
that’s a waste of time. We’ve got to move on to the next 
game. I’m just glad we got a win today and played well 
today.  

On the fans’ appreciation of him: It’s awesome. It’s really 
cool to be embraced like that. I’m glad we’ve had success so 
far, and it’s just made it really special to be here. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article258781798.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258798028.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/hurricanes-overwhelm-blue-jackets-for-4th-straight-win/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-andersen-canes-blank-columbus-four-to-zero/c-331196242 
https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-330989708 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-columbus-blue-jackets-vincent-trocheck-jordan-staal-69f07e6a5b7f7d6f7a372944e5effeae 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/02/26/nhl-rink-wrap-hat-tricks-all-around-colorado-avalanche-carolina-hurricanes-dominate/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/25/22951655/canes-blast-blue-jackets-in-pnc 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/25/22951659/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-staal-andersen-on-shutout-win-over-cbj 
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1236506 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

The Canes had a score to settle with the Blue Jackets, and did they ever 
play like it 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, UPDATED FEBRUARY 26, 2022 12:23 AM 

 

Players and coaches in the NHL always say it, and rookie forward Seth 
Jarvis of the Carolina Hurricanes said it again Friday morning. 

“You can’t have a night off because every team is so competitive, 
especially teams that are a little bit lower (in the standings) right now and 
are playing a little desperate,” Jarvis said. “You can’t take a breath and 
think you’re just going to walk through the game, because you’re not. 
You’re going to get upset.” 

Like losing 6-0 to the Columbus Blue Jackets, for example? 

“Exactly,” Jarvis said. 

That was the final score Jan. 13 when the Canes faced off against the 
Blue Jackets at PNC Arena. It was an ESPN game, a national audience 
and the Hurricanes were left red-faced and upset by such a poor 
performance. 

The Canes responded Friday by winning 4-0, a complete-game victory 
though not a complete beatdown of Columbus, which won Thursday at 
Florida and had won seven of its last eight games. 

Carolina, 36-11-4 and five points ahead in the Metropolitan Division, had 
a 50-19 shooting advantage, although goalie Frederik Andersen did 
make some terrific saves among the shots he did face. The Canes 
effectively killed off their penalties — Columbus was 0-4 on the power 
play — while getting a power-play goal from Teuvo Teravainen. 

“It was a good effort from everybody. We controlled the game,” said 
Canes captain Jordan Staal, who had the game’s first goal. 

The Canes made it a quiet night for Blue Jackets forward Patrik Laine, 
who had been on a torrid tear, with 13 goals and eight assists in an 11-
game point streak that was the longest in the NHL. That came to a halt 
Friday as Laine was held to one shot. 

“He’s a guy you’ve got to be aware of, a guy who can really score from 
anywhere,” Staal said. “He’s a guy you can’t really give any time, 
especially when crosses that blue line. You’ve got to be right on top of 
him and the boys did a good job of that tonight.” 

The Canes did everything but score in the first, spending a lot of time 
around the Columbus net and putting 16 shots on net. It was a gritty 
period by the Blue Jackets and goalie J-F Berube a night after a 6-3 
victory at Florida. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov was left bloodied after 
taking a puck in the side of the head on a Brett Pesce pass but returned 
to the game. 

“When you have a big win and you travel and you play the next day and 
you’re just flat,” Brind’Amour said of the Jackets “We knew they were flat 
tonight and we took advantage of it.” 

The Canes’ pressure game continued in the second period as Staal and 
then Teravainen scored and Carolina put another 22 shots on net. Staal 
batted the puck past Berube for his third goal in the past seven games 
“I’m just getting warmed up,” he quipped — and Teravainen later ripped a 
shot three seconds into a power play after Sebastian Aho won the 
faceoff. 

If there has been a knock on the Hurricanes this season it has been 
about their fluctuation in play against the better and weaker teams in the 
league. Before Friday, Carolina was 18-4-3 against the teams in playoff 
position and 17-7-1 against teams trying to get into position or falling out 
of it. 

Case in point: the Canes hammered the Boston Bruins 6-0 in Boston but 
lost to the Seattle Kraken. They beat the New York Rangers 6-3, then 
lost to the New Jersey Devils. And there was that 6-0 whipping by 
Columbus at PNC Arena, where the Canes are 18-4-2 this season. 

But there would be no letup Friday by the Canes, certainly not in the third 
period. Nino Niederreiter scored from behind the net, getting the good 
bounce off Berube’s skate. Vincent Trocheck took advantage of a loose 
play in the Columbus zone by the Blue Jackets (27-24-1), swooping in to 
grab the puck in the slot and rip one past Berube for the 4-0 lead. 

The only question left was whether Andersen would pick up his third 
shutout of the season while earning his NHL-leading 28th win. 

The Canes’ 50 shots were the most since a November 2018 game 
against Detroit. All in all, a complete-game victory. 
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Niemelainen's nasty side a resounding hit so far on Oilers blue line 

 

Jim Matheson  Publishing date:Feb 25, 2022  •  6 hours ago  •  4 minute 
read  •    

 

Nobody will ever say Markus Niemelainen’s defensive game is vanilla. 

Not the way he smacks people around, like with those nine recorded hits 
Wednesday against Tampa Bay, or when he used his stick in the dying 
minutes to comb the chin of Winnipeg’s Kristian Vesalainen last 
weekend, which got him a $2,000 fine for conduct unbecoming. 

Who amongst us minded that play on Vesalainen as he crowded the 
Edmonton Oilers’ net while the Jets tried to tie the game up? 

The Oilers defenceman is raw, he’s only played 14 NHL games, but he’s 
fun to watch. He showed his nasty side against fellow Finn Vesalainen 
and got through the game against the Stanley Cup champions with only 
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one major hiccup. He allowed the smaller Brayden Point to get inside 
position to score the Lightning’s third goal on Mike Smith. 

Other than that, Niemelainen went about his business with his usual 
abandon, playing 17 minutes. While he’ll get another stern test Saturday 
against the Florida Panthers, Niemelainen is very much a breath of fresh 
air, also something Rocky Road, if we’re into ice-cream flavours. 

“He’s got some assets you can’t teach; he’s made wonderful progress in 
the year since he came back from playing in Finland. He’s just getting his 
feet wet but he keeps improving, important when you’re between 18 and 
25 years of age,” said Oilers general manager Ken Holland, who watched 
Niemelianen and partner Philip Broberg when they were the No. 1 pair in 
Bakersfield, Calif., but now both left-shot defencemen are in the NHL. 

“It’s getting harder and harder to play the game like Niemo does with the 
rules and the suspensions in our world. There’s fewer and fewer players 
who play with an edge to their game and when he hits, he hits to finish 
you hard. That’s an important ingredient, a tough one to find. He makes 
life difficult for offensive players coming into our end. 

”When I watched him in junior in Saginaw (Mich.), I don’t recall this much 
of a physical element,” said Holland, who was the Detroit manager when 
Niemelainen was drafted by the Oilers in the third round in 2016. “When I 
got to Edmonton, he was over in Finland playing and (then head of player 
personnel) Scott Howson recommended we sign him. I hadn’t seen him 
for a long time.” 

In some ways Niemelainen plays like Brayden McNabb in Las Vegas, a 
big open-ice hitter who can blow you up as you come down the wing. 
Who knows what his ceiling is — a No. 4 defenceman with a good puck-
moving partner, a third-pairing type with penalty-killing ability? But he’s 
been the biggest wildcard this season. Every scout who watches the 
Oilers noticed the 23-year-old Niemelainen. 

“I don’t know if a lot of guys know about him yet, but they will soon,” said 
Oilers winger Zach Hyman. 

Niemelainen has had to step out of his comfort zone to be a hitter. 

“I had to add that to my game. I wasn’t that way in junior, probably when I 
went to pro. The guys are so skilled here. I know I can’t really be a skill 
player,” he laughed. 

The object with a hit is to not have a swing where you’re caught, of 
course, if the opposing player avoids it. 

“You have to read the situation, I guess. Trying to think where the puck 
will go. You can’t do it all the time or otherwise you’ll be out of it. The 
players in the NHL, they pass the puck so well,” he said. 

Niemelainen looks like an NHLer today, but what is his limit? 

“Where he winds up, who knows? It’s like buying a car. You see what it 
looks like on the outside but you have to lift up the hood,” said Holland. 
“When you lift up the hood with Niemo, you see a guy with passion, with 
respect, with determination to get better. Takes great pride in being a 
defender. Those are important intangibles as much as their skill-set. 

“He’s six-foot-five with range. You look at the good teams that win 
Stanley Cups: St. Louis, Tampa, Boston and the strong teams today, 
they’ve all got big, rangy defencemen. 

“They take away time and space with their long reaches. They make it 
difficult with the other team’s cycle game. If one player is five-foot-11 and 
you’re six-foot-five, you have the mass to kill a cycle. It’s the same 200 
by 85 (feet) that Davey Keon and Normie Ullman skated on (in the 
1960s) but now defencemen are six-foot-three, six-foot-four, six-five and 
they can skate. Niemo’s skates well for a big man.” 

Niemelainen loved playing against the Lightning, even if the exam was 
hard. 

“Yeah, it was fun to play against guys so skilled. I mean, you really had to 
be aware where everybody was on the ice,” he said. 

On the Bench: Forward Ryan McLeod, on Jason Gregor’s TSN radio 
show, said 12 Oilers players went fishing on the off-day Thursday with 
Evan Bouchard shown on social amedia jumping up and down after 
catching the biggest fish. “I’m more there for the social aspect than 
catching anything,” said McLeod … Enterprising sight on the Oilers 
website Friday: Host Tony Brar on the beach outside the team hotel, mic 
in hand, in the sand, with a tie and jacket and his shorts. 
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OILERS NOTES: Jamie McLennan shares views on Edmonton's 
goaltending 

 

Jim Matheson  •  Publishing date:Feb 25, 2022  •  12 hours ago  •  4 
minute read  •    

 

The Edmonton Oilers’ net presence obviously has been less than ideal 
with a save percentage of .900, but sometimes you need an outside look 
at their tag-team, plus one — Mike Smith, Mikko Koskinen and young 
Stuart Skinner. 

“The first thing that needs to be recognized is that if you believe their an 
average NHL tandem, and I think that’s what Ken (Holland, general 
manager) believes, they haven’t been able to play together very much,” 
TSN’s Jamie McLennan, who played and coached the position during his 
time in the NHL, said of Smith and Koskinen. “The injuries to Smitty 
(ankle, then tendon tear in his thumb this year, leg last season) have 
meant that they haven’t had a situation where Smith is in net and 
Koskinen is on the bench or vice-versa. 

“There was one game this year where Smitty came out and they’re 
saying he tweaked something and it looks like he’s gone for three games 
and he’s out five weeks. That presses Koskinen into a situation where 
he’s not able to handle it. That’s not his fault. 

“Then, you’re asking too much out of a 23-year-old (Skinner). They 
haven’t had the luxury to say, ‘This guy is going a little better now, so I’m 
playing him more games and we’ll work in the other guy.’ Instead, we’ve 
had only one NHL goaltender available to the Oilers for the better part of 
two years, on and off. 

“I get it that this season is a weird one with all the COVID-19, schedule 
interruptions and injuries and the Oilers have used — I want to say 16 or 
17 defencemen this year. I know Ken’s a pretty patient guy and he’s 
probably thinking, ‘OK, if both goalies are healthy and they just played 
good, we wouldn’t be talking about this,’” said McLennan. “If both are 
healthy, there’s a healthy competition and let’s see where the dust 
settles.” 

But Holland also owes it to his team to make a statement to his skaters, if 
they are working hard, with two-way play getting better, to improve his 
goaltending if it doesn’t get better. Calgary GM Brad Treliving ostensibly 
said to his team, ‘OK, you are doing your job, now I’ll do mine,’ and he 
went out and traded for Tyler Toffoli. 

McLennan also knows when Koskinen (.899 save percentage) and Smith 
(.891) have been in net, their save percentages aren’t nearly good 
enough when the league average is .910. 

“Whoever’s in net, say, from Dec. 1, you just need league-average 
goaltending. You don’t have to be (Igor) Shesterkin (New York Rangers, 
.940 save percentage) or (Andrei) Vasilevskiiy (in Tampa),” he said. “I 
don’t want to absolve the team in front of the Oiler goalies because 
they’ve got their act together and they’re playing with more urgency in 
front of them recently. But I always say you need timely saves. 
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“Like in Tampa, it’s 1-1 on the road against the Stanley Cup champions 
late in the first and the Oilers are playing really good and that goal (by 
Steve Stamkos) goes in with 14 seconds left. To me, that was a poor 
save selection by Smith. It’s a shot from on the dot and I know it changes 
direction (off William Lagesson’s stick), but that’s a back-breaking goal. 

“The team goes into the dressing room knowing they’ve had a great 
period but they’re chasing and, oh, by the way, they’re playing against 
the best goalie on the planet,” he said. “Even when the Oilers got rinsed 
against Minnesota the other night, I can’t blame that on the goalies, but 
the Oilers were down 4-0 before the people got into their seats. If the 
Oilers had just got into the intermission at, say, 2-0 …” 

The Oilers team defence has been porous, though. 

“Edmonton is terrible at giving up slot shots, the most dangerous shots. 
There’s games in the past where the Oilers gave up 40 shots and 24 
were from the slot. Yeah, we can talk about bad goals but any team 
giving up 24 slot shots? That’s been cleaned up a lot.” 

Smith’s style has never been quiet in the net — he’s a battler. 

“He’s busy,” said McLennan. “When Smitty’s on his game, you rarely see 
him on his stomach. When he’s off his game, there’s a lot of goals where 
he’s on his stomach trying to spread out. That’s a tell for me, whether 
Smitty’s feeling it or not.” 

One last thing from McLennan: “As a forward or a defenceman, you can 
work harder, skate harder, shoot harder, hit harder but you can’t stop the 
puck harder. That’s counter-productive. If you go chasing the puck, you 
open holes. You’re over-active. 

“The best goalies in the league have the size, reflexes, everything, but 
they have the patience to not open holes. Smitty’s a workhorse but that 
can be counter-productive if you’re chasing things rather than allowing 
the play to come to you.” 
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Lowetide: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, the Oilers’ quiet man, is making loud 
noises on a new line 

 

By Allan Mitchell Feb 25, 2022  

 

A decade into his NHL career, it appears Edmonton Oilers centre Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins has found a new home at five-on-five. New head coach 
Jay Woodcroft found a seam and uncovered the ideal deployment for 
one of the team’s most versatile players. 

The best part? Woodcroft uncovered it in seven games, after 693 games 
of coaches hitting shuffle and moving RNH based on the team’s needs. 
There was no magic, and the player has been in the same spot many 
times before. The key? Specific linemates and commitment to the plan. 

Credit goes to Nugent-Hopkins, whose great utility and openness to 
change were central to his career path to this point. Credit also to the 
Oilers’ other star centres, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, both 
offering tremendous help in making the most recent seven games 
possible. 

What is the Nuge’s ideal deployment? The answer in a minute but first, a 
quick history of the last 10 years of No. 93 as a member of the Oilers. 

Deployment 

The Oilers chose Taylor Hall (a left winger) over Tyler Seguin (a centre) 
at the 2010 draft and from that moment on finding a franchise centre 
became a priority. It had been some time since Doug Weight had been 

traded (10 years, July 2001) by the time the 2011 draft rolled around, and 
despite Herculean efforts by talented men like Shawn Horcoff and Sam 
Gagner, Edmonton needed a top flight pivot. 

In his rookie season, Nugent-Hopkins quickly became what analytics 
wizard Tyler Dellow coined “a power-play witch,” a skill he maintains to 
this day. He has also been a strong penalty-killing option and has been in 
the regular rotation since 2013-14. 

In spite of his smaller size and being a teenager, Nuge played five-on-
five in the heart of the order (most common linemates were Hall and 
Jordan Eberle) while helping the Oilers outscore opponents. In his first 
three seasons, 2011-12 through 2013-14, Nuge played 1,908 minutes 
with Eberle at five-on-five, outscoring opponents 90-77 (53.9 
percentage). Nuge with Hall (1453 minutes) happened less often but was 
in the same range of effectiveness (66-61 goals, 52 percent goal share) 
at five-on-five, via Natural Stat Trick. 

Puck IQ goes back to 2014-15 and gives us an excellent overview of 
Nugent-Hopkins in his mid- and then late-20s. He played a prominent 
role through the 2016-17 season, and then his time versus elites fell as 
McDavid and Draisaitl took over the big part of the game at five-on-five. 

YEAR PCT V ELITES ROSTER SPOT GF-GA V ELITES 

2014-15 

37.8 

No. 1 C 

18-14 

2015-16 

41.3 

No. 1 C 

14-12 

2016-17 

41.7 

No. 1 C 

12-14 

2017-18 

35.9 

No. 2 C 

17-9 

2018-19 

34.1 

No. 2 C 

12-17 

2019-20 

34.2 

No. 2 LW 

14-9 

2020-21 

40.8 

No. 1 LW 

8-13 

2021-22 
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29.8 

No. 3 C 

9-8 

A quick summary has Nuge between Hall and Eberle as a very 
successful line that ran for most of his first four seasons. Once McDavid 
arrived, and then Hall and Eberle were dealt, Nuge spent time playing the 
wing or centre and his minutes/usage depended almost solely on 
whether McDavid and Draisaitl were together or apart. 

Looking back, most of the credit for driving the line went to Hall, but 
Eberle was a legit helper for the trio. 

It was in the years after the two wingers (all signed to $6 million deals, 
including Nuge, and named the “Steve Austins” due to the annual cap hit) 
left it became obvious that Nugent-Hopkins was unable to drive his own 
line. 

In summary, from 2011 through earlier this season, Nugent-Hopkins was 
generally regarded as a power-play witch, a penalty-killing demon and a 
complementary five-on-five player who was utilized heavily against the 
elites despite outscoring shortcomings. 

Enter Woodcroft  

Dave Tippett’s usage of Nugent-Hopkins at five-on-five was all over the 
place in 2021-22, as the coach looked for solutions. Woodcroft has 
deployed Nugent-Hopkins as expected on the power play and penalty 
kill, but at five-on-five Nuge is running with Warren Foegele and Derek 
Ryan on a designated third line. 

The third line is being used, when possible, against lesser opposition in 
order to create a mismatch. 

The trio is being assigned, where possible, the soft parade opposition, 
the third and fourth line and third pairing opponents. For the entire line, it 
has made quite a difference. Here are Nuge’s numbers before the 
change to a designated third line and then the (early) results since 
Woodcroft threw the makeshift line together: 

LINE MINUTES SHOT DIFF GOAL DIFF 

Nuge before new line 

488 

45.6 

48.9 

Foegele-Nuge-Ryan 

53 

59.7 

71.4 

Nugent-Hopkins, a decade after he lined up with Hall and Ales Hemsky 
for his first NHL game, is now facing the soft parade and helping to 
deliver outscoring as the best offensive player on the ice. 

The total minutes is too low to assume success, but early returns have 
been solid and in the seven games Nugent-Hopkins has been successful 
at five-on-five. Here’s a quick look at the players he is facing on the third 
line and the success the trio is enjoying (five-on-five): 

Feb. 11 vs. New York Islanders: Faced the second line (Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, Zach Parise, Oliver Wahlstrom) along with the second defensive 
pair of Zdeno Chara and Noah Dobson. Nugent-Hopkins was 6-6 shots 
against Pageau, a slight edge vs. the Chara-Dobson pairing and no goals 
were scored. 

Feb. 14 at San Jose Sharks: Nuge played against the pairing of Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and Radim Simek (third pair) for almost seven minutes, 
winning the goal share 1-0 and shot share 4-1. San Jose’s forwards were 

Andrew Cogliano, Nick Bonino and Lane Pederson, a bottom-six line for 
the Sharks. This is an unusual game compared to RNH’s history and an 
example of the seam Woodcroft is creating. 

Feb. 15 at Los Angeles Kings: Nuge lined up against the Kings’ No. 3 line 
of Andreas Athanasiou, Quinton Byfield and Dustin Brown, and the 
Tobias Bjornfort and Sean Durzi third pair. His line outshot the third line 
4-1 and was 1-1 goals against the Bjornfort-Durzi pairing. Nuge and his 
line had a high event two minutes (goal either way) against the fourth line 
of Brendan Lemieux, Blake Lizotte and Arthur Kaliyev. 

Feb. 17 at Anaheim Ducks: RNH played against the Ducks’ second line 
(Max Comtois, Isac Lundestrom, Jakob Silfverberg) scoring the only goal 
involving the two lines and winning the shot battle 4-2. The line played 
against Anaheim’s second and third pairings about equally. 

Feb. 19 at Winnipeg Jets: Faced third pair (Nate Schmidt and Logan 
Stanley) and third line (Jansen Harkins, Adam Lowry, Kristian Reichel) 
and were 1-3 in shots against the Lowry line. 

Feb. 20 vs. Minnesota Wild: Faced Minnesota’s top pair (Jared Spurgeon 
and Alex Goligoski) and won the shot share 4-2 while giving up a goal. 
The line matchup saw the third line (Matt Boldy, Frederick Gaudreau, 
Kevin Fiala), winning the shots 6-3 but surrendering the goal. 

Feb. 23 at Tampa Bay Lightning: Nuge line saw the top pairing (Victor 
Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev) and the Ross Colton, Anthony Cirelli 
and Taylor Raddysh line (No. 3 line) as the top opposition. The Nuge line 
was 0-2 against the Lightning. 

Woodcroft deployed the line at five-on-five against softer competition vs. 
the Sharks, Kings and Jets, with favourable matchups (at times) against 
the Ducks and unfavourable matchups vs. the Lightning (on the road). 

The future 

In those seven games, at five-on-five, Nugent-Hopkins finished 5-4 on-
ice goals and 1-2-3 (1.99 points per 60) scoring. 

Tippett experimented with the idea of Nugent-Hopkins as a third-line 
pivot, Woodcroft committed to the idea and gifted the veteran centre two 
wingers with speed, two-way acumen and a nice range of skills. 

You can look at RNH’s numbers before Woodcroft’s arrival and see 
similar results. Nuge scored 1.66 points per 60 at five-on-five before 
Woodcroft’s arrival and his goal share was 54.5 percent. 

That’s not the story. 

The story is the seam Woodcroft found and Nugent-Hopkins is exploiting. 
Long known as a player who could impact both special teams and play a 
complementary role, Nugent-Hopkins is currently exploiting the soft 
underbelly of the third and fourth lines, plus depth pairings. 

Nuge is outscoring and posting offence without reliance on Hall, Eberle, 
McDavid or Draisaitl. 

It’s a brilliant tweak, because it expands the offence and allows 
Woodcroft to create confusion in the opposition (he has more tools to 
use). 

We’re early days, but if this works as it appears to be working now, we 
could see some timely postseason goals scored by the Nuge while 
playing the soft parade. 

It’s a smart move by Woodcroft, worthy of the veteran centre who may 
benefit in a big way. 
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Here's what the Detroit Red Wings should do with veteran defenseman 
Nick Leddy 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 26, 2022 

 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Nick Leddy began his Detroit Red Wings tenure paired on defense with 
Moritz Seider; now he's back at that spot as the Wings try to regain their 
footing during a particularly challenging stretch in the schedule. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are on deck for a Saturday night Original Six 
date at Little Caesars Arena. The Wings (23-23-6) are coming off a loss 
to the Colorado Avalanche, and next week's slate features Eastern 
Conference heavyweights such as the Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers. Dylan Larkin, who played Wednesday, 
had a maintenance day Thursday to deal with an undisclosed injury, and 
there's some uncertainty regarding his availability.  

The Leafs scored five goals in the final 10 minutes of their previous visit 
to LCA, on Jan. 29. In hopes of containing one of the NHL's top offenses, 
Leddy and Seider are together for the first time since their initial pairing 
was split up five games into the season. 

"There were times it wasn’t a great pairing," coach Jeff Blashill said 
Thursday. "Overall, there were moments of good, moments of not, so we 
just at that time felt it was the right move to try to mix it a little bit." 

Seider, who at 20 already has established himself as the team's No. 1 
defenseman, has been paired mostly with Danny DeKeyser (and 
sometimes with Jordan Oesterle(. But Leddy is a top-notch skater, and 
the thinking is that will help contain Toronto's top scorer,  Auston 
Matthews, and his linemates. 

Matthews entered Thursday ranked second in the league in goals (34) 
and tied for sixth in points (62), while Mitch Marner has 46 points, good 
for 42nd in the league. The third member of the line, rookie Michael 
Bunting, has 35 points and put up a hat trick in that Jan. 29 win over the 
Wings. 

"Leddy is pretty strong on his skates and can battle a little bit against 
some of those bigger, heavier guys," Blashill said. "Matthews can be 
such a beast that it’s the way we feel we’ll stay going into the game." 

The Wings have shied away from pairing their two biggest defensemen 
— Seider, at 6 feet 4 and 197 pounds, and Marc Staal, at 6-4 and 208 — 
because Staal "is really good on the penalty kill, we think he’s real good 
on three-on-fives, he gets lots of minutes in those situations," Blashill 
said. "If you play with Seids, your minutes can get really, really high. I 
don’t know that that puts Staalsie in a position to have the best success. 
... Staalsie and Seids are probably our two hardest defensemen in terms 
of their physicality. It’s been solid in our mind to keep them apart." 

NO STAAL-ING: Marc Staal 'has really enjoyed himself' with Wings. 
Here's why 

Leddy was acquired by general manager Steve Yzerman last July, in a 
deal the New York Islanders made to avoid an expansion draft crunch. In 
return for a second-round pick in 2021 and little-used forward Richard 
Panik, the Wings gained a veteran defenseman with a Stanley Cup on 
his résumé who was entering the last year of his contract. 

"One, I thought he could bring experience level of playing on some really 
good hockey teams that could help guide everybody here — the players 
and coaches," Blashill said. "I think we all look for opportunities to learn 
from one another in ways that he’s seen, in Chicago and New York. Two, 
we felt like we were getting an elite-skating defenseman who could break 
you out of your end just with his skating, could push us up the ice with his 
skating, could join the rush with his skating." 

Leddy had three points in his first three games combined, but just eight in 
the 44 since, while putting up a team-worst minus-27 rating overall. He 
has a $5.5 million salary cap hit and turns 31 on March 20, a day before 
the trade deadline. Though his numbers in Detroit haven't been great, 
Leddy has topped 30 points seven times in his career, including as 
recently as last season. Considering Leddy's ability to skate, run a power 

play and that Cup-winning experience in 2013 with the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Yzerman could flip him to a contender. Leddy is unlikely to 
fit into the Wings' future, because 2021 first-round pick Simon Edvinsson 
projects to make the team next season, and Staal is more likely to be the 
veteran the Wings try to re-sign.  

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 02.26.2022 

1236529 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Red Wings excited about hosting high-flying, Original-Six Maple Leafs 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Saturday night, Hockey Night in Canada airing the game, and 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. What more could a Red Wings fan 
want? 

For the second time in about a month, the Wings and Leafs will meet at 
Little Caesars Arena on arguably the best night of the week for hockey,  

The fact it is the Leafs as the opposition guarantees a loud and rowdy 
crowd and only makes the atmosphere that much better. 

"The crowds are great," coach Jeff Blashill said. "Generally, 
unfortunately, there's too much blue in the building (the Leafs' color) but 
that's the reality of their fan base and that actually makes for a wild and 
fun crowd. 

"The crowds are going back and forth with different chants and hopefully 
we can keep them quiet through much of the game as possible." 

Be it The Olympia, Joe Louis Arena, or now LCA, the emotion has 
always been a little different when the Leafs are in town. The Leafs are a 
unique opponent in Detroit because of the proximity to Canada and their 
loyal fan base just across the river, and the heated Original Six rivalry. 

More: Filip Zadina enjoying life on Red Wings' top line 

Many hockey fans in Detroit grew up watching the Leafs regularly on the 
Hockey Night on Canada broadcasts, so there's a familiarity there, too. 

And for Wings' players, a game like Saturday's has a bit more spark than 
a typical game on the schedule. 

"Definitely, and I'm sure the guys in the locker room do (feel the same 
way)," forward Joe Veleno said. "Saturday night, it's at home, we've been 
getting good crowds at home all year, and we'll know we'll have a good 
crowd (Saturday). Especially against Toronto, an Original Six matchup, 
it's going to be a fun one. 

"We'll all be excited to play." 

The Leafs (33-14-4) are among the elite teams in the NHL, and in Auston 
Matthews (76 goals in his last 100 regular season games), they have one 
of the prolific scorers in the game, along with a long list of high-profile 
and offensively dynamic players. 

"They're a fun team to play against," Blashill said. "Too many times it 
probably gets too offensive, certainly for my liking or any coach's liking, 
but it seems to be lot of chances going on and it's an entertaining product 
for sure." 

Line juggling 

With Dylan Larkin back practicing and centering his line, Blashill tweaked 
the bottom two lines. 

Joe Veleno centered Vladislav Namestnikov and Michael Rasmussen, 
while Adam Erne was bumped to the fourth line playing with Carter 
Rowney and Sam Gagner. 
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Having Veleno and Rasmussen, two natural centers, playing on the 
same line was an interesting wrinkle. Rasmussen did play a few games 
on wing in early January, and Veleno has also played both positions. 

Blashill feels Rasmussen, playing on wing, has a chance to be an 
effective net-front player, while Veleno's defensive instincts are best 
suited playing center. 

"But he's fine at both," Blashill said. "They're both learning how to be 
good defensive centers in the league. In the end, they'll both end up in 
the middle of the ice. 

"We're trying to get four lines we feel confident we can play against most 
anybody. You'd like to have your lines in a spot where you can play 
everybody. It gives us a chance to see that and we'll see how it goes." 

Ice chips 

Jakub Varana (shoulder surgery) took a few turns on the power play, and 
played a bit defensively on some drills, as he eases back into a return to 
playing. 

"We're trying to get him slowly moved into different spots that eventually 
when he is in the lineup, he'll see," Blashill said. "One of those is on the 
power play. We've tried to get him on defensive zone reps and get used 
to that, so hopefully when he does get final clearance to play, he is going 
to hit the ground running." 

... Veleno has been sent to Grand Rapids for game action twice recently 
while the Wings had extended breaks in the schedule. He is prepared for 
the shuttle now, when necessary. 

"I'm used to it and I know what I have to get accomplished when I go 
down there," Veleno said. 

Hockey locker rooms being what they are, the Griffins had a nickname 
ready for their sometimes teammate, Veleno. 

"The rental," Veleno said. "That was the joke around there. And then only 
showing up for home games, and that stuff. They always find something 
to bug me on a little bit." 

Maple Leafs at Red Wings  

Faceoff: 7:30 Saturday, Little Caesars Arena 

TV/radio: BSD/97.1  

Outlook: The Maple Leafs (33-14-4) have been among the Atlantic 
Division's leaders all season, but are 5-4-1 in their last 10 games...C 
Auston Matthews leads the NHL with 36 goals, while G Jack Campbell 
(Port Huron) is 23-8-4 with a .920 SVS. 
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Red Wings rusty at the start after long break, losing to Colorado 

 

Updated: Feb. 24, 2022, 3:42 p.m. | Published: Feb. 24, 2022, 6:01 a.m. 

By Ansar Khan  

 

DETROIT – Rest during the dog days of the NHL season can be good, 
except when it leads to rust. 

The Detroit Red Wings, after being off for five days, were flat at the start 
of Wednesday’s game. They found their legs late in the first period and 
their battle level improved. But playing catch-up against the top team in 
the league was a tall task. 

The Colorado Avalanche scored on the game’s first shift and never 
trailed in defeating the Red Wings 5-2 at Little Caesars Arena. 

“The first period wasn’t our best,” Detroit captain Dylan Larkin said. 
“We’ve had five days off, so there was some rust, but we got to find a 
way in a big hockey game with a great crowd to come out more 
competitive than that.” 

The Red Wings (23-23-6) couldn’t carry over momentum from a 3-2 
shootout victory Thursday at the New York Rangers. The Avalanche (37-
10-4), coming off a 5-1 loss at Boston Monday, had more urgency at the 
start. 

“That part of the schedule worried me,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “You got to make your practices really good. Could we have gotten 
ourselves more battle-tested in practice? We certainly have the spacing 
here in the next little bit, but it’s not anywhere as dramatic as that. The 
next two games there is spacing between games, and we got to make 
sure we’re battle-tested when that puck drops.” 

The Red Wings have two days off before each of their next two games, 
Saturday vs. Toronto and Tuesday vs. Carolina, followed by another two-
day break. 

“We’ve practiced hard the past couple of days. They played games,” 
Larkin said. “Games are important. It’s like we came off a break, so it’s 
not the most favorable schedule, but we have to find a way to come out 
and at least just suck up the first 20 minutes and make it hard for them, 
harder than we did.” 

Gabriel Landeskog scored at 1:12 and Travis Jost made it 2-0 at 11:47 of 
the first. 

Filip Zadina scored at 11:35 of the second, but the Avalanche answered 
with goals from Nazem Kadri at 18:19 of the second and Valeri 
Nichushkin at 2:11 of the third. 

“Obviously, our start wasn’t great,” Blashill said. “We didn’t get going 
really until about two-thirds of the way through the first period. I did feel 
confident we can score against that team. It felt like we were going to get 
chances. So, it certainly didn’t seem insurmountable. 

“The fourth one hurts because it’s a nothing play, where we just made a 
couple individual mistakes and now it makes it really hard.” 

After Robby Fabbri’s power-play goal cut Colorado’s lead to 4-2 at 9:38 
of the third, the Red Wings had enough time to battle back and had 
several good chances to cut the deficit before Landeskog’s empty-net 
goal with 39 seconds remaining. 

“We knew they were going to come hard, especially coming off a loss,” 
Blashill said. “For whatever reason we felt our way into the game. Once 
we got into the second, we started winning battles, started playing the 
way we have to play to be successful, but we can’t waste a period.” 

Michigan Live LOADED: 02.26.2022 

1236621 Washington Capitals 

 

Alex Ovechkin, the Russian star of the Capitals, says, ‘Please, no more 
war’ 

 

Samantha Pell 2/25/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Alex Ovechkin, the Russian star of the Washington 
Capitals, delivered an antiwar message Friday amid his home country’s 
invasion of Ukraine. 

“Please, no more war,” Ovechkin said during a four-minute session with 
reporters after Washington’s practice Friday. “It doesn’t matter who is in 
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the war — Russia, Ukraine, different countries. I think we live in a world, 
like, we have to live in peace and a great world.” 

When asked whether he still supports Putin amid the invasion, Ovechkin 
said, “He is my president,” adding that he was an athlete and not a 
politician. 

“Well, he is my president,” Ovechkin said. “But … I am not in politics. I 
am an athlete, and, you know, how I said, I hope everything is going to 
be done soon. It’s hard situation right now for both sides and everything, 
like how I said, everything I hope is going to be end. I’m not in control of 
this situation.” 

Ovechkin’s wife, children and parents were in Moscow. Ovechkin said it 
was tough to know whether they would remain there, calling it a “hard 
question” because of how rapidly the situation has unfolded. “We will see 
what is going to happen,” he said. 

“My family [is] over there. Of course I pay attention [to] what’s 
[happening] out there,” Ovechkin said. “I don’t want to see nobody get 
hurt, nobody get killed. How I said, I hope it’s going to be over and we’re 
going to be living in a good world.” 

“It is scary moments,” Ovechkin said. “But we can’t do anything. We just 
hope it going to be end soon and everything is going to be all right.” 

Reporters asked to speak with Ovechkin, one of a handful of Russian 
players on the Capitals, on Thursday. He instead spoke Friday, delivering 
his comments with a serious tone after taking some time to collect his 
thoughts. 

Washington’s next game is Saturday in Philadelphia against the Flyers. 

Ovechkin is one of the NHL’s biggest stars and has long proudly 
represented his country in international events. He also has long-
standing ties to Putin, which have drawn attention through the years. 

“Today, I want to announce a social movement in the name of 
PutinTeam,” Ovechkin wrote on Instagram in 2017. “Be a part of this 
team — to me it’s a privilege, it’s like the feeling of when you put on the 
jersey of the Russian team, knowing that the whole country is rooting for 
you.” Ovechkin ended the post with the hashtag #putinteam. 

Washington Post LOADED: 02.26.2022 

1236622 Washington Capitals 

 

'Please, no more war': Ovechkin speaks out on Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

A day after Russia began its invasion of Ukraine, Alex Ovechkin 
addressed the situation with reporters on Friday following the Capitals 
practice. 

"Obviously it's hard situation," Ovechkin said. "I have lots of friends in 
Russia and Ukraine and it's hard to see the war. I hope soon it's going to 
be over and there's going to be peace in the whole world." 

He added, "Please, no more war. It doesn't matter who's in the war, 
Russia, Ukraine, different countries. I think we live in a world, we have to 
live in peace." 

Ovechkin has been very open about his pride for his home country of 
Russia. He has also been a vocal supporter of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in the past. 

When asked if he supported Putin in wake of the recent events, Ovechkin 
said, "He's my president, but, how I said, I'm not in politics. I'm an athlete. 
I hope everything is going to be done soon. It's hard situation right now 

for both sides. Everything I hope is going to be end. I'm not control this 
situation." 

When asked if he supported Russia, Ovechkin again stressed he has no 
control over the war unfolding in Europe. 

"I'm Russian. Something I can't control. It's not in my hands. I hope it's 
going to end soon and it's going to be peace in both countries. I don't 
control this one." 

Ovechkin still has family in Russia and said he was unsure of when or if 
they would be leaving the country in the near future saying "we will see 
what's going to happen." 

"It's scary moments, but we can't do anything," Ovechkin said. "We just 
hope it's going to be end soon and everything's going to be all right." 
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Nic Dowd subscriber Q&A: His Twitter handle, his hair product, and why 
he stayed in Washington 

 

Tarik El-Bashir, 2/25/2022 

 

Last month’s subscriber Q&A with Lars Eller was so well-received, I 
decided to run it back. 

This time, I got fourth-line fan-favorite Nic Dowd to field 20 questions 
from you all about his short-handed breakaway strategy, (formerly) 
flowing locks, his path from Huntsville, Ala. to the NHL and much, much 
more. 

Enjoy! 

1. Nic, what goes through your mind when you’re on a short-handed 
breakaway? Is it difficult or weird to switch from the mentality of a penalty 
killer to a guy skating in alone on the other team’s goalie? — Larry B. 

The last time I was on a breakaway (in the Caps’ 4-3 win in Pittsburgh on 
Feb. 1) the only thing that was on my mind was, ‘Don’t go to your 
backhand’ because I went to the backhand twice on breakaways this 
year and was unsuccessful. So, I just panicked a little, went five-hole (on 
the forehand). 

2. Also, how feasible is it for a regular man to eat like Alex Ovechkin but 
still stay in shape? Asking for a friend. — Bilal S. 

No comment (laughing). 

3. When did you know the Rangers game last year was going to start 
with a line brawl? Any funny stories from that game? — John Z. 

We didn’t know until we were all asked right off the opening puck drop. 
No funny stories, really. 

4. When will (team-produced podcast) “Between the Two Blue Lines” 
return? Really enjoyed hearing about hockey from you and Garnet 
Hathaway. — Jessica H. 

I’m not sure. I don’t know if there is going to be a return date. Me and 
Garny just got a little busy and the Caps obviously aren’t going to push 
us to do anything that we don’t have time for, that we don’t want to jump 
into. So we just kinda decided we would postpone it for a bit. 

5. When you joined the Caps back in 2018, did you have any idea DC 
might become your home for the next several years? — Cian P. 

No, I didn’t. Obviously, I was just happy to have a deal at the time and 
continue to try and play in the NHL. I wasn’t sure it would turn into what it 
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has. But my family and I are really fortunate that we’ve stayed. It’s a 
great organization and a great fit. 

I like Arlington (Va.) because it’s, in my opinion, a quieter city. There’s a 
lot to do and Ballston is great. The practice rink and everything is really 
close. And I like D.C. a lot, too, because there’s so much history and a lot 
to do. 

6. When is your glorious flow returning? I can make a Twitter poll and tag 
Paige (Dowd) to help. — Niko L. 

Paige wants it to come back; she likes the long hair. But it was too much 
to deal with. It’s not going to get too much longer than it is right now, 
which is short. 

7. How does someone from Alabama make it to the NHL? Did you have 
to travel to other states/countries a lot as a young kid to even have a 
chance? — Mark R. 

Not other countries. I was fortunate growing up that my parents toted me 
around and gave me the opportunity to play. I played for a AAA program 
(Atlanta-based TPH) when I got old enough, maybe 14 years old. We 
had to travel around quite a bit to play. Nothing out of the ordinary; just 
had to go a little farther than some other teams. Then I went to boarding 
school (at Culver Military Academy in Culver, Ind.) for three years (before 
graduating to junior hockey and eventually the NCAA).   

8. What’s the key to winning more than 50 percent of your faceoffs? — 
Tom V. 

It’s tough. I prepare going into games. You play against guys enough, 
and guys generally don’t change up their approach too much. So you 
know what to expect going in. 

I’ve just tried to get good at a couple of different things and then use 
those as my tools. Like (Boston’s Patrice) Bergeron is good at a couple 
of different things and he’s not changing too much. 

9. Enough about you, Nic. How’s (family dog) Arlo doing? — Jeremiah H. 

Good. He’s getting older now. I saw a photo of him the other day with 
(son) Louie that Paige sent me, and he’s gray in the face now so he’s 
getting old. 

10. Do you wish that NHL was more like NFL? Two games a week and 
maybe a 40-50 game regular season and then playoffs? — Luka L. 

I think everybody wants to play less games and get paid the same but 
that not’s how it works (laughing). So 82 games is what it is. 

11. What hair product do you use? Asking for a friend. — Wyatt 

Whatever hair product Paige buys. Or whatever they have at the rink. 
Today it was LA Looks so that’s what we’re using. 

12. When you score a goal, why do you want people to call you Al? I 
know you said at one point that it’s a nod to your wife because you first 
heard it at your wedding, but I’m still curious. Surely, there were other 
songs, too. What made you pick that one? — Tad B.  

It’s just a song that I heard quite a bit growing up. And then Paige’s 
family really loved it and we listened to it a lot, just kinda as a joke. It was 
our walk-in song at our wedding, too. That’s basically it. 

(Here’s my story on the Caps’ goal songs from two years ago.) 

13. What’s the story behind you going by “Jimmy” on Twitter? — Tad B.  

So, obviously, Jim Dowd was a pretty famous hockey player, played for 
multiple teams in the NHL. Growing up, I got asked a lot if we were 
related. Then people started calling me Jimmy and that just became my 
nickname. 

14. What would you be doing if you weren’t playing professional hockey? 
— Andy G.  

Oh, I have no clue. I went to school (at St. Cloud State) to be a 
veterinarian so I’d probably doing something like that. I’m like 10 credits 
away (from graduating). I went to school for biomedicine and didn’t finish. 
(He started his pro career after his fourth college season). So I guess I’d 
be doing something in that field, I guess. 

15. If I told you, when you were a senior at St. Cloud State, that you’d 
end up playing more NHL games than all your teammates combined — 
that’s a fact, by the way, over 100 more — what would you say? I’m also 
curious at what point you thought that playing in the NHL was a realistic 
possibility? — Dean H. 

I’d probably call you a liar just because I played with a lot of great 
players. I started taking things really seriously after my sophomore year. I 
had a really big summer to go into my junior year and ended up having a 
good junior and growing as a player and a person. That’s probably when 
I realized I could do something. 

16. At what point after you were put on a line together did you realize the 
current combo of you, (Carl Hagelin), and Garnett had something good? 
— Chris W. 

It was probably after that first game we played against Buffalo last year in 
our building. We had a lot of guys out for COVID, and our line was given 
the responsibility of playing the other team’s top line. We did a good job. 
(Coach Peter Laviolette) gave us the job again and, from there, we 
realized that, “Hey, maybe we can make this a good thing here.” 

 

17. Your choice: you can be on the ice/in the arena when Ovi breaks 
Gretzky’s record — or on the ice when the Caps lift another Stanley Cup. 
Which do you choose? — Andrew W. 

I mean, I love Ovi but I think we all want to another Cup, Ovi included. I 
think he’s going to break the record anyways, but Ovi wants to win 
another Cup, too. 

18. You’re in the final season of a three-year deal and you’ve already 
signed an extension for three more seasons. You probably could have 
signed for more with another team. What was on your “pros versus cons” 
list when you decided to sign again? What tipped the scales for you to 
stay? — Andrew W. 

It was just being comfortable. Your responsibility and your role on the 
team plays a part, right? I enjoy what I’m doing. The grass isn’t always 
greener. You never know where you are going to end up. Yeah, you 
might end up making a little bit more money but then in the end you 
realize how much more is worth it compared to going somewhere you 
might not be happy? In Arlington we’re happy. We have a nice place to 
live. We get to watch our kid go to preschool. And have some security. 

19. You have a lot of talented players on your team. Who is most 
challenging to go up against in practice? — Nicholas K. 

(T.J.) Oshie is probably the trickiest. He’s so multifaceted. He can be 
really hard on the puck but he can also make you look silly. 

20. Your line typically plays against your opponent’s top line — which 
opposing top lines do you hate playing against? — Adam F. 

I’m not going to let that one out (laughing). No, we like ’em all. 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.26.2022 

1236635 Websites 

 

The Athletic / ‘It’s so absolutely sad’: Hockey world watches, worries as 
Russian troops pour into Ukraine 

 

By Dan Robson Feb 26, 2022 
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When Ruslan Fedotenko was young, he’d lug his hockey gear several 
blocks from the apartment complex where he lived to catch a subway, 
then a trolley — and hike another few blocks to a rink in the heart of Kyiv, 
to play the game he loved. 

To a young kid who didn’t know any different, the journey never seemed 
too long. 

Fedotenko recalled those daily boyhood treks this week, as he watched 
in disbelief as Russian tanks pushed toward Ukraine’s capital. 

Now living in Tampa — on the other side of a 12-year NHL career, with 
two Stanley Cup championships — Fedotenko mourned the devastation 
and casualties across his homeland. 

“For what?” he asked. “It’s just mind-boggling. It’s surreal.” 

He called his older brother, family and friends still living across Ukraine, 
trying to learn if they were safe. Fedotenko saw reports that troops had 
reached Obolon, on the northern edge of Kyiv, where he grew up. 

“You can’t imagine it’s happened,” he said. “It’s so absolutely sad.” 

Fedotenko was one of many in the hockey community watching the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine unfold, worrying about the devastation and 
the lives inevitably lost. With the sport so deeply entwined with Russia — 
with dozens of players in the NHL, and many of the league’s top stars 
born there — the impact of the incursion was felt deeply this week and 
will have lasting ramifications. 

Akim Aliu — who spent the much of the first decade of his life living in 
Ukraine, where his mother was born — expressed his dismay and 
concern for his family on Twitter on Thursday morning. 

PRAYING FOR MY MOTHERLAND UKRAINE & ALL ITS PEOPLE. IT’S 
WHERE MY BROTHER AND MOTHER WERE BORN, WHERE I 
SPENT A DECADE AS A CHILD, WHERE I HAVE FRIENDS & FAMILY. 
MY 90 YEAR OLD GRAMPS, WHO WE THANKFULLY GOT OUT IN 
TIME IS NEXT TO ME IN SHOCK. THE UNLAWFUL INVASION MUST 
END 🇺🇦  

— AKIM ALIU (@DREAMER_ALIU78) FEBRUARY 24, 2022 

Aliu, a chair of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, later appeared to take aim 
at Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin, who initially chose not to 
speak to the media as Russian bombs exploded across Ukraine. 
Ovechkin has been a proponent of Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
notably starting Team Putin — an online social movement in support of 
the Russian leader in 2017. 

After losing in New York, the Capitals had a short morning skate on 
Friday in Philadelphia, where they will play the Flyers this weekend. 
Ovechkin was quiet and subdued as he addressed reporters afterward, 
wearing a red Capitals hoodie and a red beanie with his personal logo on 
it. He answered several questions, lamenting any harm or lives lost in the 
conflict — noting that his family is back in Russia right now. 

“But we can’t do anything,” he said. “We just hope it (is) going to end 
soon and everything is going to be all right.” 

Ovechkin expressed support for Putin as his president, but also a desire 
to stay out of politics as an athlete. When asked about other Russian 
athletes who firmly denounced the violence, he called for the same. 

“Please, no more war,” he said. “It doesn’t matter who is in the war — 
Russia, Ukraine, different countries. … We have to live in peace and a 
great world.” 

Russian athletes are being forced to walk a political tightrope in a 
situation like this, says Jules Boykoff, a politics professor at Pacific 
Oregon University who specializes in the intersection of sport and 
politics. 

“Some Russian athletes, like Alex Ovechkin, have expressed admiration 
for Putin in the past, but they live, work and thrive in a country where 
there is minimal patience for Putin’s bellicosity. Financial insulation and 
geographical position are key factors in terms of the leeway an athlete 
might feel to weigh in,” Boykoff said. “In other words, if an athlete makes 
loads of money and lives abroad, as NHL players do, they may feel a bit 
more tactical freedom to speak out. A Russian Olympic biathlete living in 
Volgograd? Perhaps not so much.” 

On Instagram, Calgary Flames defenseman Nikita Zadorov posted the 
words No War in red with a black background on Friday afternoon. 

VIEW THIS POST ON INSTAGRAM 

 

A POST SHARED BY NIKITA ZADOROV (@ZADOROV_16) 

Artemi Panarin, one of the few Russian NHL players to have criticized 
Putin’s policies in the past, was notably not made available for comment 
by the New York Rangers. And elsewhere, there was relative silence 
across the NHL regarding the violence still unfolding in Ukraine. 

“One of the things that I’ve learned in this business is there’s not a lot of 
political-based things that happen in the room,” said Barry Trotz, head 
coach of the New York Islanders, who have two Russian goaltenders, 
Semyon Varlamov and Ilya Sorokin. 

“They are family and they care about each other. I don’t think there will 
be any impact on the group. But, individually, I really can’t answer that. 
Guys from Russia have family back in Russia. There’s probably some 
players that have some family in the Ukrainian part of it. I’m really not at 
liberty to speak for them but I just hope that they can come to a real good 
resolution for everybody involved.” 

But beyond the locker room, the organizers of major sporting events 
quickly moved to distance themselves from Russia. 

The UEFA Champions League final scheduled for May in Saint 
Petersburg was moved to Paris. The Formula One Grand Prix that was 
supposed to be held in Sochi next September was canceled. The 
International Ski Federation has also announced that there will be more 
World Cups hosted by Russia this winter. The European Broadcasting 
Union announced that there would be no Russian acts in the enormously 
popular Eurovision Song Contest. 

Action was more reserved across the international hockey community. 

Jokerit, the KHL hockey club based in Helsinki, Finland, took the firmest 
stance — announcing that it would not participate in the remainder of the 
Russia-based league’s season. 

“The world is going through really difficult times right now,” Jari Kurri, the 
Jokers chairman and general manager and NHL Hall of Famer, said in a 
statement. “All our thoughts are with the people suffering from the 
situation. We hope that a peaceful solution to the situation can be found 
soon.” 

Both the NHL and the NHLPA are monitoring the conflict in Ukraine and 
have yet to release official statements. 

The International Ice Hockey Federation said it was “saddened and 
deeply concerned” by the recent events in Ukraine. 

“The IIHF and its Council condemn the use of military force and urge the 
use of diplomatic means to solve conflicts,” the statement said. “Our 
thoughts are with the people in Ukraine and the Ukrainian ice hockey 
family.”’ 

The IIHF council is “reviewing and considering the implications” of the 
conflict, the statement read. They will hold a meeting on Monday. 

Russia is scheduled to host two major tournaments sanctioned by the 
International Ice Hockey Federation over the next two years, with the 
world junior championship later this year, and the men’s world 
championship next year. 
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Szymon Szemberg, former longtime director of communications for the 
IIHF, said he believes the organization should impose sanctions against 
Russia. 

“This would be a huge hit against Russian hockey, the Russian sports 
community and Putin because everyone knows he’s extremely interested 
in hockey and takes great pride in Russian hockey’s success,” said 
Szemberg, who is now the managing director of the Alliance of European 
Hockey Clubs. 

“It would have huge implications on Russian hockey and the Russian 
sports community and Russia in general if IIHF has the courage to take 
those steps.” 

Rob Koehler, the director general of Global Athlete, an advocacy group 
working to narrow the power gap between sport organizations and the 
people who compete in those games, said that governing bodies for 
hockey in North America bear responsibility. 

“When you have the pain Ukraine is suffering, don’t hide behind the veil 
that sport’s apolitical. Sport is very political, and with that, it has the ability 
to force people to make better choices, when sanctioned,” said Koehler, 
who served as deputy director general with the World Anti-Doping 
Agency until he left the organization in 2018. 

“It’s time for them to show leadership,” he said. “They have seats around 
the governing board of the IIHF, and it’s time for them to show leadership 
and withdraw all events — until further notice — out of Russia. 

“And if they don’t withdraw, they should be refusing to compete.” 

The influence of an organization like Hockey Canada would be 
enormous, said Szemberg. 

“One thing that is very much underappreciated here when it comes to the 
issue of banning Russia from those (international events) is the power 
that Hockey Canada wields within the IIHF,” he said. 

Hockey Canada did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
Messages left with several of the national governing body’s cornerstone 
sponsors — Canadian Tire, Telus and Tim Hortons — were not returned 
before publication. 

“You would hope the hockey community goes the way of these other 
leaders and says, ‘unequivocally, we’re pulling out,’” said Cheri Bradish, 
an associate professor in the Ted Rogers School of Management at 
Ryerson University, in Toronto. “It’s more complicated, of course, 
because there’s a lot of nuances in the sport.” 

The world junior tournament is a pillar in the programming schedule of 
Canadian sports network TSN, and a COVID-19 outbreak in Alberta 
prevented it from reaching a conclusion late last year. 

“We have paused production planning for the 2023 world juniors slated 
for Novosibirsk and Omsk,” the network wrote in a statement to The 
Athletic, “and will continue to work closely with our IIHF and Hockey 
Canada partners concerning broadcast plans for all international hockey 
events.” 

Fedotenko doesn’t have much interest in the debate about what should 
be said or done. After his NHL career, he finished his waning playing 
days back home where it started with HC Donbass, a KHL team based in 
Donetsk (which is now a member of the Ukrainian Hockey League). But 
he hasn’t been able to return since the COVID-19 pandemic, he said. 

He hopes to, one day. But right now, Fedotenko just wants the bombs to 
stop falling. 

The devastating events still unfolding in his homeland show little 
indication that they will cease soon. It’s a horror beyond anything he 
could have imagined, he says — something that belongs to past wars. 
He knew about the rising tension but didn’t think this kind of violence 
would spill across his country. 

So he continues to watch from afar — from the safety of Tampa Bay, a 
privilege he is acutely aware of, while his family and friends at home try 

to remain safe. He remembers those boyhood days setting out from that 
apartment on long journeys to play a game. A time he took for granted, in 
a place now occupied by troops. 

“I feel like — like it’s just so sad,” Fedotenko said. “I’m hoping, I’m 
praying for people to get to the table and agree to something, so regular 
people aren’t just dying there for no reason.” 
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The Athletic / NHL Power Rankings: Trade deadline wish list for each 
team 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Feb 25, 2022 

  

Is there anything worse than February hockey? Sure. Lots of things are 
worse than February hockey. 

Still, if we’re grading on a curve, February hockey is rough. Good news 
for us (and you, the readers) is that February is almost over … and trade 
season is here. 

We here at Rankings HQ are getting our lists done early. This week’s 
theme, as all the great ones are, is very simple: One-item wish lists for 
every team, in addition to your usual numbered list. 

Some of these are attainable. Some of them are not. You can decide 
which is which. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 37-10-4 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Deadline Wishlist: A second-round bye. 

Dom: The Avalanche look ready to steamroll any team in their wake 
come playoff time, just as they did last year, and the year before that. 
Only problem is the dreaded second-round hump they haven’t been able 
to get over. Maybe this is the year, but things would be a lot easier if they 
got a bye instead and didn’t have to deal with it at all. 

Sean: We’ve spent most of the season watching a version of Nazem 
Kadri — from a production standpoint, at least — that we’ve never seen. 
Maybe he brings that energy into the playoffs and turns into a guy that 
doesn’t get suspended at the worst possible time. That’d help the Avs get 
out of Round 2, as well. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 35-12-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Deadline Wishlist: Reinforced nets. 

Sean: My friend’s brother lives in South Florida. He doesn’t care all that 
much about hockey, but the Panthers have lit it up frequently enough for 
him know that “apparently, they score a bunch of goals.” Yep, that’s right. 
They came into Thursday averaging 4.12 a game, actually. That’s the 
most in the league, with the Avs in second at 3.94. They’ve scored less 
than thrice three times in 2022. Now, could the power play be better? 
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Sure. Do I trust Sergei Bobrovsky? Nope. But I’m more worried about the 
structural integrity of that twine, baby! Strengthen it up! 

Dom: They could’ve used a few more goals Thursday night against the 
red hot Blue Jackets to counter the fact that they willingly started Jonas 
Johansson. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 33-11-6 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Deadline Wishlist: Someone to magically fall into an LTIR sinkhole to 
make room for Claude Giroux. 

Dom: How does Alex Killorn — Claude Giroux — Steven Stamkos sound 
as a second line, with Anthony Cirelli as the third line shutdown center? 
Pretty unfair, if you ask me! I guess that’s what the salary cap is for. 
Personally, I’d prefer a super-team — well, more super than this team 
already is — and I bet the Lightning do too. Oh, what’s that? Nikita 
Kucherov’s knee is clicking and the timeline is two months? Strange. 

Sean: Now that we’re talking about it, I’m pretty sure I’d rather see Giroux 
on the Avs, but sure, why not? 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record: 30-14-6 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 4 

Deadline Wishlist: A ̶m̶i̶d̶̶d̶le̶̶-s̶i̶x̶ ̶w̶̶in̶g̶e̶̶r ̶w̶̶it̶h̶ ̶3̶̶0̶-g̶o̶̶a̶l ̶c̶a̶̶p̶a̶b̶il̶i̶t̶y̶ ̶

Sean: Do … the Flames actually need anything all that badly? I’m 
repeating what we said the day of the trade, but Tyler Toffoli checks 
enough boxes for them to make me laugh. Of course this is the guy they 
needed. It’s not just that he’s good — it’s that he somehow fills, like, four 
different holes. All of a sudden, the Flames’ forward group makes sense. 
Beyond Toffoli? I dunno. Another center wouldn’t be bad. Calgary fans 
should be relieved that they, apparently, have a GM who realizes that his 
team is good. 

Dom: Maybe Sean Monahan to remember how to play hockey, but that’s 
about it. Pretty strong group from top to bottom with Toffoli now. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 35-11-4 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Deadline Wishlist: Depth scoring and/or more oomph-per-60. 

Dom: We will never let this go. 

Sean: Four Hurricanes had more than two goals in their last month of 
games, heading into Thursday. If anyone wants to pretend it’s some 
ginned-up issue, that’s their prerogative. The Canes are really good, and 
they probably are going to need another forward, at some point. Those 
aren’t mutually exclusive statements, and they never were. 

6. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 31-15-3 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 6 

Deadline Wishlist: Some damn respect. 

Dom: Last week we ranked the Wild eighth in the power rankings when 
they actually ranked sixth in the standings by points percentage — an 
obviously massive injustice to some. It’s time Sean and I start giving this 
team even more credit apparently. How quickly people forget about the 
No. 1  Minnesota Wild fan. 

Sean: True story — the kid wore his team-issued jersey into the Toronto 
press box on Thursday night. Don’t believe his lies. 

Dom: I wore a nice grey turtleneck, actually. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 33-14-4 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 9 

Deadline Wishlist: An exorcist. 

Dom: We wanted to start actually analyzing this team in a normal way 
and give them credit for where they are in the standings. Then they lost 
three straight, two of which were to some of the league’s absolute worst 
teams. So now they’re here and we’re again talking about them being 
cursed. Forget truculence and size, a top-six forward or top-four defender 
— all this team needs is some candles and Jay Baruchel holding a cross 
crafted from a spatula and tongs. 

Sean: “We wanted to analyze this team in a normal way” is one of the 
great ungrantable wishes of our time. I’ve accepted that it’s never going 
to happen. I do my best to forget they exist, and they refuse to comply. 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 33-13-5 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 7 

Deadline Wishlist: A point-per-game right winger on a bargain contract 
who is great in transition and looks good in blue. 

Dom: We talk about how bad the Pavel Buchnevich trade is a lot. But it’s 
still never enough. What the hell happened there? The Rangers have a 
great record, but no one really believes in them much. Buchnevich 
would’ve changed that. 

Sean: Yeah, I like this one a lot. It’s compounded by the fact that Alexis 
Lafreniere and Kappo Kakko have combined for 27 points in 85 games 
this season. If they had, like, one of those guys doing aaaaanything, I’d 
feel a lot better about their chances. Instead, their best shot still looks like 
goalie-and-power-playing their way as far as they can. 

Dom: Which might just work. If there’s any goalie that can do it, it’s Igor 
Shesterkin. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 31-14-8 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Deadline Wishlist: Something from Kasperi Kapanen. Anything. Anything 
at all. 
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Sean: Coming into Thursday’s game against the Devils, Kapanen had no 
points in 10 games and one goal in his last 18. Given the amount of time 
he spends with Evgeni Malkin, that’s not going to work. It’s not just a lack 
of production, either; at any given time, he’s looked either terrible, 
frustrated or terrible and frustrated. With him in his current form, the 
Penguins have a hole on their second line — and even if they decide to 
move on from him, filling it won’t be easy. 

Dom: Can’t they just call up another Mark Donk or Buzz Flibbet? 

10. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 29-18-4 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Deadline Wishlist: A prayer circle for Mark Stone’s back injury. 

Sean: Kelly McCrimmon’s lack of specifics on what, exactly, is troubling 
Stone left both of us deeply concerned. Maybe if Vegas prays hard 
enough, it’ll start feeling better sometime in April. What I personally want 
most out of the Golden Knights is some sense of finality. At first, we held 
off because we didn’t know what they’d look like once Jack Eichel was in 
the lineup. Now he’s here, and we still aren’t close to having a handle on 
them. 

Dom: I was really looking forward to seeing Eichel and Stone together 
with Max Pacioretty on the other side — I guess I can wait until April for 
our prayers to be answered. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Record: 30-17-4 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Deadline Wishlist: Tomas Hertl. 

Dom: It’s too perfect not to happen. 

Sean: They’re somehow projected to have $5 million in deadline day cap 
space, per CapFriendly. That gives them a major leg up over other 
suitors — like, say, the Flames, who’d have to send out a crappy contract 
(i.e. Sean Monahan) to close a deal, then presumably add another asset 
to make taking said crappy contract a little more palatable. The Bruins 
don’t have to worry about that. Go get your second-line stud, Boston. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 30-14-6 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 13 

Deadline Wishlist: For Dom and Sean to actually like them. 

Dom: When I pitched this to Sean, he said, “I think it’d be better if we 
went with things they can’t actually get” — so here we are. Worth noting, 
though, that the Blues have played six straight games with a positive 
expected goal differential since the All-Star break. That 62 percent rate is 
nice and leads the league during the time frame, but they’ve also only 
played one actual good team during that stretch so take it with a grain of 
salt. 

Sean: Last week, Jacob F. brought this to the comments: “I am 
increasingly convinced that the Blues intentionally lose against a bad 
team right before the Power Rankings each week so they can continue 
not being taken seriously.” Good news, buddy — they didn’t play on 

Thursday night. Problem solved. Anyway, Ville Husso should start more 
games down the stretch than Jordan Binnington. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 28-16-9 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Deadline Wishlist: An all-in push. 

Sean: They’re not going to get many more bites at the apple with Alex 
Ovechkin, and the Eastern Conference isn’t getting any worse. As it 
stands, if the Caps want to make the Final, they’ll have to go through 
three of the best teams in hockey. It doesn’t feel like they’re armed for 
the fight, either. So, Brian MacLellan, how about this — go get J.T. Miller. 
He’s probably the best forward on the market. Your team badly needs 
another top-nine piece. Hell, Miller is a Pittsburgh-area native, so you get 
another knife to twist. Makes a lot of sense. If it’s not him, it should be 
another big fish. 

Dom: I really don’t see this team as being one piece away from 
contending. After a hot start, Washington has settled into expectations 
here and in a very difficult East, it’s hard to see a path forward for the 
Capitals. It’ll take more than a Miller to do that, but at this point, why not? 
Going all-in is the only option. Even if you have an off-suit king-five 
staring down pocket aces, it’s a winnable hand under the right 
circumstances. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Record: 30-18-4 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Deadline Wishlist: A robust market for Filip Forsberg. 

Sean: My bad on this one; I said something along the lines of “it took 
three months of games for me to internalize that the Preds are actually 
good,” and then they went out and promptly lost five of seven games. 
Now, Filip Forsberg — as we figured would be the case eventually — is 
on the block. I’m bummed the Preds aren’t Actually Good, because the 
West could’ve used that shot in the arm, but they’re at least making the 
trade deadline a little more interesting. 

Dom: He’s immediately the best player available. It sucks that it’s come 
to this and it’s never felt like he’s been used as much as he should be, 
but he has the potential to look great in a new locale. He’s scoring at a 
56-goal pace this season. That’s not the type of player that’s usually 
available at the deadline. He’s a true difference-maker. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 28-20-3 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Deadline Wishlist: A time machine to when Ken Holland was a good GM. 

Dom: How much cap space would it take for you to feel safe with Holland 
in charge? Because it’s not $81.5 million, and it’s probably not close to 
that either. 

Sean: More than $200 million, apparently. 

KEN HOLLAND BUILDS THE WORLD’S FIRST $200 MILLION 84-
POINT TEAM HTTPS://T.CO/SKMBR7KFE8 
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— SEAN GENTILLE (@SEANGENTILLE) FEBRUARY 10, 2022 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 27-17-7 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Deadline Wishlist: How about an actual name — Jakob Chychrun. 

Sean: I’m not breaking any ground with that one. Pierre LeBrun brought it 
up in his GM interview series with LA’s Rob Blake. They were Pierre’s 
words, not Blake’s, but it planted the seed. Sure, Chychrun has stunk this 
season, but he makes so, so much sense for the Kings. He can help 
them with this season’s playoff push while also fitting in with their future-
focused timeline, and they’ve got the assets to pull it off. 

Dom: Los Angeles or St. Louis feel like the best landing spots for 
Chychrun, two places where he looks like a perfect top four fit. It would 
make the West a lot more interesting. For the Kings, it would give Drew 
Doughty the best partner he’s had since Jake Muzzin. 

17. Dallas Stars 

Record: 28-20-3 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Deadline Wishlist: Roughly 12 competent roster players to go with their 
four good ones. 

Dom: Imagine a world where Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn, Alex Radulov 
and John Klingberg are back in 2017-18 again — but they also still have 
Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Miro Heiskanen. Now 
that’s a super team. 

Sean: I talked on the podcast about the Pavelski extension talks, and the 
more I think about it, the more I want them to send him to an actual 
contender. 

Dom: Lil Joe deserves it. 

18. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 25-19-9 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Deadline Wishlist: Some harsh realism. 

Sean: The Ducks bounced back after a rough week. They’re still a fringe 
playoff team that overachieved early in the season, and Pat Verbeek 
doesn’t seem like the sentimental type. Maybe he comes through and 
moves pending UFAs like Rickard Rakell, Hampus Lindholm and Josh 
Manson. Have the Ducks been fun? Absolutely. The future is bright. It 
should also be the focus. 

Dom: Dear Anaheim, don’t do what Nashville did last year and bail out on 
selling just because you’re kind of close to the playoffs. It’s not “win and 
anything can happen,” it’s “win and get smoked by Colorado in three.” 
Sell! Sell! Sell! 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 22-20-9 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Deadline Wishlist: An airport. 

Dom: Are we still making this joke on Hockey Twitter? 

Sean: If we are, second on the list is “a park.” 

20. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 25-22-6 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Deadline Wishlist: An extra 10 games. 

Sean: Would that be enough for The Boudreau Canucks to sneak in? 
Maybe. I’ll miss them when they’re gone, especially if Jim Rutherford 
goes into goblin mode and trades Brock Boeser or whatever. 

Dom: Feels like they’d need more than 10 and I personally prefer goblin 
mode. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 27-23-1 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Deadline Wishlist: Several years’ worth of whatever has gotten (back) 
into Patrik Laine. 

Sean: It’d be a lot easier to re-sign that dude long term if they could rely 
on him looking like this version of himself for the next five years or so. As 
it stands, one more one-year deal is probably the play. But man, I’m 
rooting for him. I think we’d all forgotten how fun he was in those first few 
years with Winnipeg. 

Dom: That’s 11 straight games with a point, eight of which have been 
multi-point efforts to give him 21 points during this run. Incredible stuff 
and it sparked some major heat from the team itself: Wins in seven of 
eight, including back-to-back victories against Florida and Toronto this 
week. Doing that with J-F Berube manning the goal is pretty incredible. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 19-20-8 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Deadline Wishlist: A re-do on the Devon Toews fiasco. 

Dom: Speaking of trades, let’s look back briefly on trading one of the best 
defencemen in the league for two second rounders because your GM 
took up too much space signing marginal players. Was Toews a top-tier 
defender at the time? No, but the signs were very much there that he 
could’ve been with how well-rounded his game is. You can make a nice 
sandwich with the Toews trade and Lou Lamoriello’s GM of the year 
awards. 

Sean: You could conceivably pick any one of a dozen things here and it’d 
make sense. Disaster of a season over there. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 18-28-5 
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Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 25 

Deadline Wishlist: Someone who can stop a beach ball. 

Dom: The Devils were finally close to full health Thursday night with 
Dougie Hamilton and Jesper Bratt returning. They’ve only played 18 
games with those two, Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier all in the lineup at 
the same time, which explains a lot of their record. Of course, when Jon 
Gillies is your goalie, the skaters in front don’t matter all too much. 

Sean: Unfortunately, goaltending counts. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 23-23-6 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 23 

Deadline Wishlist: Get worse. 

Sean: Might be time to give Tyler Bertuzzi the Anthony Mantha 
treatment. He’s a UFA in 2023, so his timeline doesn’t quite line up with 
the rest of the Wings. He’s having a career season, but it feels like that’s 
at least partially a product of playing so much with Dylan Larkin and 
Lucas Raymond. And — I say this selfishly, due to our Bold Preseason 
Predictions — the Red Wings need to stock up on lottery balls. Move 
him! Move everyone! Stink for a couple more months, for the good of 
Hockeytown! 

Dom: It would be a really nice story for the Wings to finally win a draft 
lottery in a year where they didn’t completely suck. Bertuzzi could be a 
really useful trade chip, especially with an extra year of term. But if the 
Red Wings are going to build something, they have to keep some good 
players right? And Bertuzzi has been really good. That’s hard to let go of. 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 23-22-6 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Deadline Wishlist: A king’s ransom for Tomas Hertl. 

Dom: The Sharks tried to salvage what’s left of their core, but it wasn’t 
enough to even come close to the playoffs this year. Hertl is their best 
trade chip and the rebuild starts now. They have to hope the return is 
lucrative. 

Sean: We’re talking about Hertl again? It’s going to be a long few weeks. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 18-26-8 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Deadline Wishlist: Tulsky! Tulsky! Tulsky! 

Dom: The Hawks concluded their GM search on Thursday according to a 
tweet from the team account, and if it’s not Tulsky, we riot. If it is, never 
forget who gave you your first taste of GM experience, Eric. 

Sean: By 2024, half of all active NHL general managers will be loyal 
Power Rankings readers. At least one will be a commenter. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 19-26-5 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Deadline Wishlist: An arena that isn’t seven hours away from the city. 

Dom: Ottawa has a much longer wishlist than most teams, but if we’re 
forgoing the Very Obvious Choice, an arena that isn’t a commute has to 
be at the top. 

Sean: I dunno about the top. 

Dom: Other than the obvious choice. 

*looks at the roster* 

Okay, maybe not the top. But it’s up there. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 15-26-10 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Deadline Wishlist: The Adam Sandler “Click” remote. 

Sean: Just skip ahead until April. Everyone involved is miserable. 

Dom: I found out recently that Sean is a BIG Adam Sandler guy. Huge. 
Massive. His favourite movie ever is “The Cobbler.” I’m even hearing that 
next week’s theme is Adam Sandler movie quotes. 

Sean: We’re playing “two truths and a lie,” I see. 

Dom: Fine. Second favourite. Sean loved “Funny People.” 

Sean: I loved the first half of “Funny People.” Then it turned into a movie 
about Adam Sandler stealing Eric Bana’s family, and I was out. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 16-33-5 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Deadline Wishlist: Whatever the nerds were smoking when they called 
the Kraken a potential playoff team. 

Dom: Most of my predictions are good. This one was bad! Did you see 
that Instagram post last week from Kanye where he held up a sign saying 
“I have not been hacked”? This is me saying I was not high at the time of 
said Seattle prediction. 

Sean: And I’m over here, quietly enjoying all of it. Does that make me 
Pete Davidson? Maybe. 

Dom: Hey didn’t we have division predictions in our first power ranking 
where you had Seattle *checks notes* also in a playoff position? Weird 
how you would forget that over the last five months of dunking. 

Sean: Gotta go! Bye! 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 16-28-8 

Last week: 30 
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Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Deadline Wishlist: Turn Dom into a Rasmus Dahlin believer. 

Sean: Because you hate him, you know? Because of that thing you said 
about him that one time. 

Dom: That one time being that he was a sham All-Star pick by virtue of 
not being Aaron Ekblad or Charlie McAvoy? That time? I need to check 
the comments more. That place is spicy. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 12-33-7 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Deadline Wishlist: More short kings for Martin St. Louis to coach. 

Dom: It is time for the short king all-star team, coached by St. Louis of 
course. No goalies over 5’11”, and no one else over 5’10”. 

Brad Marchand – Brayden Point – Johnny Gaudreau 

Kirill Kaprizov – Sebastian Aho – Mats Zuccarello 

Kevin Fiala – Jonathan Marchessault – Alex DeBrincat 

Conor Garland – Vincent Trocheck – Jesper Bratt 

Matt Grzelcyk – Jared Spurgeon 

Quinn Hughes – Ryan Ellis 

Samuel Girard – Tyson Barrie 

Juuse Saros 

Jaroslav Halak 

It’s an elite team… but can they win in the playoffs? With St. Louis’s help, 
I say yes. 

Sean: Could use a couple savvy moves by assistant general managers 
Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 13-34-4 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Deadline Wishlist: A home rink that doesn’t look like it’s connected to a 
mall. 

Sean: The most audacious wish of all. They had a good run in 31st 
place, though. 

Dom: I think I’d prefer to be at the mall versus watching a Coyotes game 
in the year 2022. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Rumour Roundup: Will Maple Leafs make push for 
J.T. Miller? 

 

Mike Johnston February 25, 2022, 5:06 PM 

 

Jake Muzzin being placed on long-term injured reserve could end up 
having a significant impact on the Toronto Maple Leafs and their trade 
deadline plans. 

Since Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas is willing to spend to the 
cap, Toronto moving Muzzin’s $5.625 million to LTIR has resulted in 
plenty of speculation as we inch closer to the March 21 NHL trade 
deadline. 

Another Canadian team involved in trade rumours is Vancouver, and 
fans on both sides of the country have wondered if a trade between the 
Leafs and Canucks is realistic, especially with J.T. Miller’s name being 
floated out there. 

Most of Vancouver's roster is locked up for next season and GM Patrik 
Allvin acknowledged there’s no rush to make a decision on whether or 
not to move Miller, who has one remaining year on his team-friendly 
contract ($5.25 million AAV) before becoming an unrestricted free agent 
in 2023. 

“I've been impressed with the way he plays, the way he cares, and I think 
he's been probably, since I've been here, the most consistent player,” the 
Canucks GM told Sportsnet's Iain MacIntyre earlier this week. “I think 
that's probably something we're planning as a staff, to sit down together 
this summer and see which guys are going into the last year of their 
deals. We want to see where they are, their mindset and what they want 
to do and if there is a fit here.” 

That hasn’t stopped the rumour mill from churning, though, with 
Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman saying during the Toronto-Columbus 
broadcast earlier this week he’s “on the J.T. Miller train” if Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas decided to use his LTIR space to make things interesting. 

The Athletic's Canucks reporter Rick Dhaliwal said Wednesday, “Toronto 
called Vancouver yesterday to see what it would take to get J.T. Miller,” 
before adding he believes the Leafs also checked in on Luke Schenn, 
who was taken by Toronto in the first round of the 2008 draft. 

Miller wouldn’t come cheap, considering his favourable contract situation 
and that he’s having another productive year. Performances like 
Thursday’s two-goal, two-assist showing in a blowout against the Flames 
will only drive the price up for inquiring teams. 

With 57 points in 51 games, Miller would force a team like Toronto to dip 
into its relatively deep prospect pool. The Maple Leafs hold their own 
first- and second-round picks this year but lack selections in rounds 3-6. 
In 2023 and 2024, the team is fully stocked, with picks minus next year’s 
seventh-rounder. 

Like most teams preparing for a lengthy post-season run, the Maple 
Leafs could use some improvements at all three levels. Adding an impact 
forward such as Miller would be flashy but it wouldn’t solve anything in 
terms of blue-line help. Schenn would help some, but Ben Chiarot, Brett 
Kulak, Hampus Lindholm and Robert Hagg are also among the type of 
pending UFA blueliners the Leafs and other teams could target. 

Forsberg’s future 

Filip Forsberg has worn a Predators uniform in all 536 regular-season 
and 82 post-season games he has skated in yet the forward’s time in 
Nashville could be winding down. 

Longtime hockey insider and Blues reporter Andy Strickland reported this 
week Nashville is actively looking for a partner to facilitate a Forsberg 
trade. 

Nashville faces an interesting predicament because the team is leading 
the Western Conference’s wild-card race. On one hand, longtime Preds 
GM David Poile could seek something in return for a high-end rental 
player such as Forsberg. On the other hand, they could keep Forsberg if 
they feel a lengthy playoff run is realistic. 
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The pending unrestricted free agent, whose cap hit has been an even $6 
million since 2016, was acquired from the Washington Capitals nine 
years ago in one of the great one-sided trades of the past decade (Martin 
Erat and minor leaguer Michael Latta went to the Capitals; the Predators 
also got a first-round pick, which they used on Seth Jones). 

Forsberg, 27, ranks second in Predators history in goals 204 and fifth in 
both assists (225) and points (429). He has 26 goals and 44 points in 39 
games this season. 

The Preds have an extra third-round pick and no sixth-round pick in 
2022, but beyond that the team possesses all its own draft selections for 
the next three seasons. Whether it’s a team like Boston with whom many 
speculate Forsberg would be a great fit, or elsewhere, any team 
considered a buyer with assets and cap space to spare ahead of the 
deadline would be wise to inquire. 

Elliotte Friedman did mention on The Jeff Marek Show he believes Poile 
is trying to re-sign Forsberg, saying he thinks “they know the number has 
to be above (Matt) Duchene and (Ryan) Johansen,” both of whom carry 
AAVs of $8 million. Friedman expanded on that in his latest 32 Thoughts 
column. 

Time to take Pavelski off the rental board? 

Any team eyeing an impact rental forward that has considered Joe 
Pavelski will likely need to look elsewhere. According to Daily Faceoff’s 
Frank Seravalli, the Dallas Stars have begun preliminary contract 
extension talks with the centre that have gone well thus far. Since 
Pavelski will be 38 at the beginning of next season, Seravalli added term 
could be as much of a sticking point as salary. 

Pavelski’s cap hit since signing in Dallas three years ago has been an 
even $7 million. After a subpar first season with the Stars, Pavelski leads 
the team with 46 goals and 105 points over the past two seasons. 

Dallas is firmly in the Western Conference wild-card race, so Jim Nill also 
has several difficult decisions to make in regards to pending UFAs John 
Klingberg, Alex Radulov and Braden Holtby. 

Will the Kraken be busy sellers at first deadline? 

Seattle’s inaugural season has not gone according to plan and the 
expansion franchise appears to be clear a seller heading into the 
deadline. Mark Giordano is chief among the possible rental players. GM 
Ron Francis will work with the veteran blueliner, who has a limited no-
trade clause, and Seattle could retain salary no problem to alleviate a 
team taking on Giordano’s entire $6.75-million cap hit. 

Although he’s not having his best season, he’s only three years removed 
from his Norris Trophy-winning campaign and the 38-year-old remains 
effective in a variety of in-game situations. 

Calle Jarnkrok and Marcus Johansson are among Seattle’s pending UFA 
forwards who could also be moved. Friedman wrote Friday that 
Washington could be a landing spot for Jarnkrok. 

Is Chara on the block after breaking record? 

Zdeno Chara just passed Chris Chelios for most games played by a 
defenceman in NHL history and it looks like Big Z’s name will remain in 
the headlines leading up to the trade deadline. The soon-to-be 45-year-
old is expected to draw interest from around the league. Last week, The 
Athletic's Jeremy Rutherford mentioned the future Hall of Famer as one 
of five possible defencemen the Blues could target – Chiarot, Giordano, 
Jakob Chychrun and Hampus Lindholm being the others. 

A report from NYI Hockey Now suggested the Isles will look to the trade 
market to see if any contending teams would be interested in Chara, but 
GM Lou Lamoriello reportedly did not want to begin the process until 
after Chara broke the record. 

Oilers goalie situation 

“The Edmonton Oilers have at times this season actively looked at 
getting a goalie. That’s no secret. We all know it. That’s out there.” 

That’s one thing Friedman told Marek this week before adding Oilers GM 
Ken Holland has made it clear price is an issue. Edmonton has overpaid 
for netminders in the recent past in free agency and doesn’t want to 
repeat those mistakes via the trade route. 

So, what options does that leave them? 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Friday Four: Best trade deadline moves from last 
season 

 

Rory Boylen February 25, 2022, 12:23 PM 

 

The Friday Four, a collection of thoughts and information on some 
intriguing player performances continues this week with a bit of a look 
back at last year’s trade deadline, and the impact it’s having today. We’ll 
look at: 

• Boston acquiring Taylor Hall. 

• How the Penguins came out with a big win in the Jeff Carter trade, but 
also how Los Angeles didn’t “lose” the deal. 

• Sam Bennett realizing his potential in Florida and how the deal helped 
the Calgary Flames in 2022. 

• And this biggest trade of the 2021 deadline that we just haven’t been 
able to see play out yet. 

Remaining Time -1:54 

Secondary scoring has developed as a sore issue for the Bruins as they 
try to maintain Stanley Cup contender status and last year they tried to 
boost it by adding Hall to play on the second line with centre David Krejci. 

It wasn’t guaranteed to work. Hall scored just 14 goals in his 81 
combined regular- and post-season games with Buffalo and Arizona 
before this deal was made, but certainly worth the price of acquisition. 
Bjork, a depth player, and a second-rounder is a mild cost for a former 
Hart Trophy winner still in his prime years. 

Hall found instant chemistry with Krejci and was just shy of being a point-
per-game player the rest of the regular season. In the 27 overall games 
he played with Boston to finish the season, Hall scored 11 times. 

A free agent in the summer, Hall’s preferred spot was always Boston, so 
it wasn’t surprising when he signed a reasonable four-year deal and $6 
million AAV. The cost against the cap was another win for Boston, given 
that it represented a smaller percentage of the cap than either of the 
other two post-ELC deals Hall had signed in his career. 

As a 30-year-old now, Hall has continued to be productive without Krejci, 
fourth in team scoring with 36 points in 50 games and acting as more of a 
distributor now. Hall leads the Bruins in primary assists and still has 
managed a hefty 131 shots. He’s been a great pickup for the Bruins 
since arriving, both for his contributions down the stretch and in the 
playoffs last season, and his importance to the team this season. 

Remaining Time -0:38 

Hall snipes it home on breakaway for his first of the year 

To Pittsburgh: Jeff Carter 

To Los Angeles: Conditional third- and fourth-round draft picks 

This looked like a minor pickup to help more with depth than for any 
notable production when it happened, but acquiring Carter has been a 
home run of a decision for GM Ron Hextall. 
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Carter arrived as a 36-year-old who had eight goals in 40 games. He 
hadn’t scored even 20 in a season since 2016-17. What he could bring, 
though, was winning know-how and experience, and the ability to play at 
centre or on the wing. 

However, Carter has found some version of the fountain of youth in 
Pittsburgh, starting by scoring nine goals in the final 14 regular season 
games of last season and then leading the Penguins with four goals in 
six playoffs games. Chalk it up to capturing lightning in a bottle and a 
new-team bump, eh? 

Only this season Carter has continued to post numbers better than most 
expected at the time of the trade. In 46 games he has 13 goals, which is 
about a 23-goal pace, and his 29 points pace for about 53 over 82 
games. All of this means Carter is tracking towards his best season in 
five years. 

When Carter was added for conditional picks, he was signed through the 
2021-22 season so the Pens were buying two runs with him. And now 
they’ve jumped back into the Stanley Cup contenders’ circle with the 
option to run three centres deep with Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and 
Carter, or to put Carter on the second line wing next to Malkin, where he 
currently resides. 

He’s fit in so well that Carter actually signed a two-year extension with 
the Pens for a $3.125 million AAV. As the Pens face tough contract 
decisions around other UFAs Malkin, Kris Letang and Bryan Rust, the 
fact they extended Carter seems to indicate they are not looking to take 
any steps back here. Great fit, great production and long-term impact for 
minimal cost. Great deal for the Penguins. And it’s not even as though 
the Kings lost the trade either, as Carter’s hole left room for others to get 
an opportunity and Los Angeles is looking at a real possibility of getting 
back to the post-season now. 

To Florida: Sam Bennett, 2022 sixth-round pick 

To Calgary: Emil Heineman, 2022 second-round pick 

When this trade came across on deadline day I had one immediate 
thought: 

This is a playoff move. 

Bennett has historically not been one for big regular season production. 
The fourth overall pick in 2014 was at his best offensively as a rookie 
when he posted 18 goals and 36 points. By the time he asked his way 
out of Calgary, he was a player who would produce about 25 points a 
year. 

But in the playoffs Bennett would seem to take on a different, more 
urgent form. 

Sam Bennett's playoff scoring history. 

Since arriving in Florida, though, Bennett has been at his best at all 
times. He scored 15 points in 10 regular season games right after landing 
with the Panthers, and then put together another strong playoff showing 
— with a one-game suspension in there. Bennett scored a point in 13 of 
the 15 games he played after the trade last season, including six multi-
point games. 

And now in 2021-22 Bennett is on track for his best season yet. His 22 
goals are second on the team and are already a career-high; his 31 
points are just six shy of a new personal best with 31 games still to go. A 
valued second-line centre elevated as well playing alongside Jonathan 
Huberdeau as he makes a case for league MVP, this is not a position 
any Flames fan could have envisioned Bennett taking over. The Panthers 
picked up a playoff player and ended up with an important all-seasons 
contributor. The riskiest thing about this move may have been the four-
year extension Florida signed him to that came with a $4.425 million 
AAV. Had he continued on as a 25-point player, that would be a problem. 

Like the Kings, it’s not as if Calgary lost this trade either. Bennett had 
asked out and was just not working in a top-six role. Things had grown 
stale there and it’s unlikely Bennett would have found the same success 

with the Flames as he has in Florida. Not only has Calgary got back on 
track post-Bennett, but they used Heineman in the Tyler Toffoli deal and 
will get him for two runs. 

In the end, Calgary effectively traded a struggling Bennett, a first-
rounder, a sixth-rounder and Tyler Pitlick for Toffoli and a second-
rounder. 

To Washington: Anthony Mantha 

To Detroit: Jakub Vrana, Richard Panik, 2021 first-round pick, 2022 
second-round pick 

This one ranked No. 1 on the excitement and shock scales, coming in 
just before the deadline. A good ol’ hockey trade, the best thing you can 
name on these days. 

The weird thing is, though, as much as we can’t wait to see how this one 
plays out, neither of the primary players involved has played all that 
much 10 months later. 

Both Mantha and Vrana finished last season strong enough — Mantha 
with four goals and eight points in 14 games; Vrana with 11 points in 11 
games. This season, though, Vrana hasn’t played a game yet due to 
injury and Mantha scored six points in his first 10 games but has also 
been injured since November. Both made progress this week. 

Starting with Vrana, he was always a player in Washington who had 
strong scoring rate per minute stats, but wasn’t given an increased role. 
With the Red Wings in a short window, Vrana’s even-strength time on ice 
shot up and his numbers did, too. 

Jakub Vrana's rated stats at 5-on-5, minimum 350 minutes. 

Vrana has been cleared for contact again and seems to be nearing a 
return for the Red Wings. 

Mantha joined the Capitals at their skate earlier this week, the first time 
he had done so since November, but in a non-contact sweater. His return 
may be a bit further off. Not only are these two players going to be 
compared in this deal for years to come because they were the primary 
pieces, the two also have comparative contracts: Vrana a $5.25 million 
AAV through 2023-24 and Mantha $5.7 million through 2023-24. 

But wait, there’s more. 

An important piece of this long-term will also be what that Washington 
first-rounder turned into. The Red Wings flipped that selection at the draft 
to move up to 15th overall, where they nabbed goalie Sebastian Cossa. 
He backstops the WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings, who are a real Memorial 
Cup threat this season, positioned No. 1 in the latest CHL team rankings. 
The last time Steve Yzerman traded for an additional first round pick and 
used it on a goalie, he selected Andrei Vasilevskiy 19th overall in 2012. 
Of course, if Cossa comes anything close to being that kind of netminder, 
Detroit would come out well ahead here. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.26.2022 

1236639 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Could the Predators trade Filip Forsberg? 

 

Elliotte Friedman February 25, 2022, 12:13 AM 

 

The reaction to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was swift and immediate.  

UEFA moved to pull the Champions League final from St. Petersburg. 
Czechia, Poland and Sweden demanded upcoming World Cup qualifiers 
be rescheduled out of Moscow. F1 drivers asked for the Russian Grand 
Prix to be postponed.  
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Reports indicate Helsinki-based Jokerit will forfeit its place in the KHL 
playoffs, since its arena is Russian-owned. There is pressure on the 
International Ice Hockey Federation to declare its intentions for the 2023 
World Juniors (to be hosted in Novosibirsk and Omsk) and 2023 World 
Championships (St. Petersburg). New IIHF president Luc Tardif deftly 
handled rescheduling two recently cancelled events due to COVID, but 
this will be a much bigger challenge.  

Russian NHLers are wary of commenting, knowing potential 
repercussions for their families back home. As things intensified earlier 
this week, several players with KHL interest for next season chose to 
wait or look elsewhere. 

For those under contract, it’s not so simple. 

Right before the Beijing Olympics, the KHL cancelled the remainder of its 
regular season, going directly to the playoffs starting March 1. The official 
reason was COVID, but the possibility of an invasion into Ukraine was on 
everyone’s mind.   

I counted 23 Canadians and five Americans on playoff rosters. Several 
politely declined to discuss their feelings — even privately — knowing 
dissent isn’t tolerated, especially now. One agent wouldn’t allow a client 
of his to speak on or off the record.   

Two did agree to talk, with one saying simply, “I’m considering coming 
back (to North America),” although he hadn’t made a final decision. The 
other said, via text, that he will play. 

“If guys decide to play, it is to provide for their families,” he said. “I hope 
people understand that. If they quit, they don’t get paid.” 

A couple of sources did confirm players were warned their contracts 
would be terminated if they went home.  

“Our families are worried, of course, and some of the players are as 
well,” this individual continued, saying he felt safe in his situation. But 
asked if he ever considered not playing, he responded quickly: “No.”  

“Leaving isn’t that simple.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Listen and Subscribe 

Marek on Twitter 

Friedman on Twitter 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. The Nashville Predators know that to re-sign Filip Forsberg, the AAV 
must be higher than Matt Duchene/Ryan Johansen’s $8 million figure. 
Forsberg knows that, if he wants to stay in Tennessee, he’s going to 
have to come in lower than Roman Josi’s $9.059 million. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if Forsberg initially asked higher — you don’t negotiate against 
yourself — but that’s where everyone’s got to get to: the sweet spot 
between those two numbers. (Plus, structure and no-trade protection.) 
There’s time. I believe there is a will for both sides to get there. If we get 
to the deadline and the Predators don’t believe they can sign him, that’s 
when a trade becomes possible. GM David Poile could keep an unsigned 
Forsberg past March 21, but it’s not his preference, and won’t happen if 
progress isn’t being made.  

2. Chicago’s GM finalists appear to be incumbent Kyle Davidson, Tampa 
Bay director of hockey operations Mathieu Darche and Cubs assistant 
GM Jeff Greenberg. 

This has been an interesting process. One of the things we’re all trying to 
get a handle on is how serious the Blackhawks were about non-hockey 
candidates Greenberg and Raptors vice president Teresa Resch? Were 
they legit candidates, or performative optics? Multiple sources at Maple 

Leaf Sports & Entertainment indicated Resch didn’t think this was the 
right thing for her, but felt Chicago was legit in its interest. (One thing 
about the Raptors, they pay very well.) 

Greenberg apparently knocked it onto Waveland Avenue in his 
interview(s), which, I believe, led to a conversation about what it would 
really mean if someone with no hockey experience led your hockey 
operations. How would that work? What would you need around him? 
Would core players, potential free-agent/trade targets and fans buy in? 
Davidson was CEO Danny Wirtz’s favourite to begin this process, and 
Darche clearly impressed, too. Honestly don’t know how to handicap this 
one. 

3. One thing I heard about the interview process: It’s very clear the 
Blackhawks know they have a lot of work to do to rebuild their image. 
“Scarred, and want to fix it” was how one candidate described it.  

4. Quote of the week: “If it is Greenberg, is the next coach Joe Maddon?” 

5. I can see Philadelphia in on Canadiens' Jeff Petry. It makes a lot of 
sense for them. 

6. I think the Flyers' Rasmus Ristolainen gets moved. He wants a playoff 
series. Not only do I understand the desire to finally get a chance after 
almost 600 games, but I could see Ristolainen thinking postseason style 
as beneficial for his market value.  

7. Claude Giroux’s 1,000th game as a Flyer would be at home March 17 
versus Nashville (knock on wood). I think he’d like to get there, but it’s 
not a dealbreaker if something comes up beforehand. His media 
conference last week was a reminder of how this time stresses out 
people. You just want it to be over, but I don’t sense anything imminent. 
Apropos of nothing, I’ve really enjoyed watching Gerry Mayhew. He gives 
it his all. 

8. Even though Toronto put Jake Muzzin on long-term injury reserve, I 
think the Maple Leafs still have to get a handle on his situation. We know 
now the danger of cumulative concussions, and the bruising defender 
suffered one on Jan. 15. Guessing recovery timelines is silly. They know 
he’s out until at least mid-March, and can see where everything stands 
before the deadline. They’ll do their legwork in the meantime. 

While I do think J.T. Miller is perfect for them — and they have talked to 
Vancouver — I don’t think the Maple Leafs feel that is their No. 1 priority. 
They aren’t finished trying to tinker with their blue line and, at the very 
least, must be considering goaltending options. They had conversations 
with Dallas about John Klingberg, and may revisit after adding some 
edge they desired in Ilya Lyubushkin. By my math, they could have $7 
million in cap room, although a pre-playoff return for Muzzin complicates 
that. 

9. Toronto’s made it clear it desires to hold Matthew Knies and Topi 
Niemela — especially for rentals or shorter-term options. Nick Robertson 
for a rental seems unlikely. I suspect that, after the Olympics, Nick 
Abruzzese moved toward this group, as well. They don’t have a ton of 
draft picks, but feel very good about their prospects.  

10. Los Angeles, looking for scoring, checked in with Vancouver. In a 
previous interview, Kings GM Rob Blake indicated he preferred to pay a 
lower price for Viktor Arvidsson. That was a second-rounder and a third-
rounder. 

11. I do think the Rangers looked at Buffalo’s Victor Olofsson. However, 
he is a restricted free agent with arbitration rights, and I don’t believe 
New York can handle next season’s projected number. 

12. Anaheim’s concerned about term. The Ducks have made that clear in 
free-agent negotiations. Doesn’t make negotiations impossible (higher 
AAV?), but it’s a hurdle. 

13. Oilers GM Ken Holland’s been very clear that he doesn’t want to 
make a bad, panicky trade for a goalie. In that case, I wonder if there’s 
any chance the Oilers consider recalling Stuart Skinner and carrying 
three goalies. Coach Jay Woodcroft is not uncomfortable using 11 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 26, 2022 

 

forwards, so it could work. Goalies despise that setup, but Edmonton 
needs to win games. Skinner shut out San Jose in his most recent start. 

14. Another Washington forward possibility: Seattle’s Calle Jarnkrok. He 
fits the way they play. 

15. Nick Ritchie won't be the last player Arizona acquires with term. Only 
six players under contract in 2022-23 (non entry-level), and one is Jakob 
Chychrun. 

16. One undrafted free agent to WATCH: Port Coquitlam, B.C.’s Clay 
Stevenson, who plays goal at NCAA Dartmouth. Stevenson has a .925 
save percentage (third in the ECAC) for the Big Green, who are 5-13-2 in 
conference play. He’s facing 33 shots per night. Their final regular-
season game is Saturday, and NHL teams are making pitches.  

17. Whenever we’ve had to deal with an abuse of officials situation, I’ve 
always been told, “Let’s see what’s in the postgame report. That will 
determine where we go.” Colorado’s Nathan MacKinnon is very fortunate 
linesman Michel Cormier gave him a pass in the written version. That, as 
much as anything else, saved him a suspension. Not all of Cormier’s 
brethren agreed, but, at the end of the day, it was his call. Another official 
said that he knew MacKinnon would escape when no penalty was called 
on the ice. 

18. MacKinnon’s so demanding of himself that he’s usually wound tight, 
and was extra-determined after last year’s second-round flop versus 
Vegas. There was COVID to start the regular season and a lower-body 
injury that cost him three weeks in November. He escaped supplemental 
discipline after a dicey hit on Nolan Patrick last Wednesday, and now 
this. He needs to rein it in a bit. 

19. Jordan Binnington stopped 25 of 26 as St. Louis beat Philadelphia 4-
1 on Tuesday. He’d been struggling, and surging Ville Husso got the start 
last Saturday in Toronto. That’s normally a home game for Binnington. 
As competitive as he is, he couldn’t have liked it, but I bet he understood 
it.  

20. Toronto and Carolina are both challenging for the best combined 
power play/penalty kill number since the 1977-78 New York Islanders’ 
114.9. The Maple Leafs are at 114.7, the Hurricanes 113.9.  

21. The Maple Leafs do have to cut down on rush chances, however. 
Montreal is 32nd at 7.3 per game, followed by the Rangers (7.2, thank 
you Igor Shesterkin), Edmonton (6.9) and Toronto (6.7). 

22. There will be a lot of talk about Mark Giordano, but the bigger 
question might be what Seattle decides with Jared McCann. Career-high 
in goals, will get there in points. One year from unrestricted free agency 
and needs a new contract.  

23. What a week for Jean-Francois Berube. Returns to the big league for 
the first time in four years, and wins three straight games. The first — 7-3 
over Buffalo last Sunday — was the first time his 19-month-old son got to 
see his dad play an NHL game, which is awesome. He followed up by 
beating Toronto and Florida. Montreal’s Andrew Hammond also got his 
first win in four years. That kind of dedication should be rewarded. Next 
week, Kari Lehtonen? 

24. When Cheryl Pounder said Canada’s 2022 women’s hockey gold 
medallist was this country’s best team ever, well who am I to disagree? 
But I will always be partial to the 2002 version. That was the first 
Olympics I covered, and eight consecutive penalty kills in the 
championship game was incredible. Pounder won gold as a member of 
that team, so her praise of this group is particularly notable.  

25. When Marie-Philip Poulin is ready, the Canadiens will listen. But she 
still wants to play, and who can blame her? Still at the top of her game. 

26. I was surprised that Finland hadn’t won hockey gold before. Just 
didn’t realize it. They’re always right there, and so aggravating to play 
against. Like to see great hockey supporters get rewarded, and the 
Finnish fans sure qualify. Was also happy for Slovakia. Some of their 
players had been worried about the future of Slovak hockey. This will 
create momentum, as will top draft prospect Juraj Slafkovsky.  

27. Thursday was the 20th anniversary of Canada’s gold medal win over 
the U.S. in Salt Lake City. What a great tournament that was. So much 
exciting hockey. Two non-hockey events I never forget from then. First, 
there was an IHOP across the street from the rink. I went there for 
breakfast before the game, and out walked Steve Nash. I was like, 
“Didn’t you have a game last night?” He said, “Yup.” (Dallas beat 
Sacramento at home, 111-97.) “Don’t you have practice today?” “I told 
Don I wasn’t going to make it.” “Don” was head coach Don Nelson. 
Second is Canadian golfer Ian Leggatt, who won his only PGA Tour 
event that day.  

28. Was reminded this week that if you want to credit anyone for being 
the architect of LTIR chicanery, it is Philadelphia vice president and 
assistant GM Barry Hanrahan. I totally forgot this, but the Flyers were in 
long-term injury for years. All of it was legitimate, from Keith Primeau to 
Mike Rathje to Derian Hatcher to Chris Pronger et al., but it was almost a 
decade they spent every day on LTIR. “(Hanrahan) is the true genius 
behind this,” another exec joked.  

29. Wanted to wish good luck to Bob Murray as he returns to the NHL as 
a scout for Calgary. Murray went to a facility and is working to change his 
lifestyle.  

30. Wednesday, the National Lacrosse League announced the departure 
of commissioner Nick Sakiewicz. He’s been linked to the Arizona 
Coyotes. Good luck to Jessica Berman, the league’s deputy 
commissioner, who steps into the role as a succession plan is finalized. 
Berman spent 13 years at the NHL as a vice president. 

31. It is so good to see Canadian buildings full of hockey fans. Missed it 
so much, hope it stays this way. 

32. Be safe, Isabelle Khurshudyan. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews stealing pucks, Hart Trophy votes 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of Saturday’s 
game against the Red Wings in Detroit. 

Auston Matthews recorded six takeaways on Thursday night, including 
one that led directly to the game-winning goal. Minnesota's Brandon 
Duhaime picked up a loose puck just inside the Wild zone and appeared 
to have some space to carry it up ice. Matthews quickly closed the gap 
and lifted the stick of the 24-year-old forward.  

"You're five, six, seven strides behind and that takes a lot of effort to get 
to that spot," noted coach Sheldon Keefe. "When he's really determined 
he's usually coming up with the puck." 

Matthews leads all National Hockey League forwards with 59 takeaways 
this season. Arizona's Clayton Keller is second with 51.  

"He's got a sneaky stick," observed linemate Mitch Marner. "I think a lot 
more people are really noticing it now. He's kind of got that Zorro play of 
quickly getting behind you and getting it off your stick and then turning 
the opposite way quickly." 

That's exactly what happened on Thursday. Matthews delayed briefly to 
allow Michael Bunting to get out of the zone before executing a nice give-
and-go with Marner.  

    Isn't it beautiful  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/iyDlSomHnX 
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    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 25, 2022 

Matthews lists former Detroit Red Wings great Pavel Datsyuk as his role 
model when it comes to puck thievery.  

"I just remember watching a lot of highlights of him on YouTube and he 
was obviously really good at it," the Arizona native said.  

From his first NHL game, Matthews has proven adept at winning pucks 
back. And yet the opposition still seems to be caught off guard.  

"They get surprised with how strong he is on his skates and how strong 
he is along the boards," agreed veteran forward Jason Spezza. "He's a 
big man, but his balance and ability to think while he's under pressure is 
second to none." 

Matthews channels his inner Datsyuk to lead all NHL forwards in 
takeaways 

Auston Matthews made a great defensive pick that led to his second goal 
of the game against the Wild. He explains how he watched Pavel 
Datsyuk growing up and tries to emulate his defensive awareness no 
matter where he is on the ice. 

Matthews points out that the Leafs coaching staff is always stressing 
back pressure. He wants to be more of a leader this season and part of 
that is setting the tone with his defensive play.  

"It's an area of the game he's talked about a lot in the past, even during 
the off-season, as being an area he wants to improve on," noted 
defenceman Morgan Rielly. "I don't think many guys take that approach." 

So, you can understand why Matthews was fired up after the Wild struck 
first on Thursday night. It was his man, Frederick Gaudreau, who got 
loose and scored in the second period. At that moment in time, with both 
teams struggling to produce chances midway through the game, one 
goal seemed like a lot. But Matthews needed just 27 seconds to get it 
back.  

Matthews received a pass from Timothy Liljegren in the neutral zone and 
carried the puck across the Wild blue line zone before wiring one of his 
patented wrist shots.  

"Not many guys can carry the puck into the zone and be a scoring threat 
from the top of the circle so as a d-man it’s challenging," said Rielly. "You 
just try to get in the lane and you hope it hits you (smile) but you don't 
type of thing." 

"There's maybe a handful of guys who can score that goal," said Spezza.  

    No room is still too much room   pic.twitter.com/MqOFjUgQJZ 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 25, 2022 

More than the goal, Spezza appreciated the assertiveness that Matthews 
displayed in that moment.  

"Responding after being on the ice for a goal against shows his maturity 
and his ability to sense moments in games," Spezza said. "That's where 
he's really grown is just reading the game. He's been so patient at times 
when we've had leads and not pressed. For a guy that's a leading scorer 
in the league, he doesn't sacrifice any defence to play offence and that's 
what makes him incredible." 

And that's what makes him a leading candidate for the Hart Trophy.  

"To us, he's the most valuable player in the league," Spezza said. "He's 
done it day in day out. He's an incredible leader. His practice habits are 
second to none." 

    — TSN EDGE (@TSN_Edge) February 25, 2022 

"He's got my vote," said Rielly. "He's a guy that can break games open 
just like last night. Our team's down one and he goes down on the next 
shift and scores a goal. Then he makes a great defensive play to score 
another goal and all the sudden that's the game. He can break games 
open and he's accountable." 

Matthews once again leads the NHL in goals with 36 in 48 games, but 
insists he's not tracking the "Rocket" race.  

"I know what I'm capable of and I just try to bring it every night," he said.  

He doesn't draw inspiration from finishing runner-up to Connor McDavid 
in MVP voting last season.  

"I don't really need that kind of stuff to motivate me, honestly," he said. 
"It's nice to hear. It's humbling, but it comes secondary to what we're 
trying to accomplish here." 

Personal success will mean far less if the Leafs can't get over the hump 
and finally make a playoff run. This is NHL season No. 6 for Matthews 
and he still hasn't been on the winning side of a handshake line. The 
Leafs franchise hasn't advanced in the postseason since 2004.  

"If I've learned anything in this city, it's not what you've done in the past," 
he said with a small grin, "it's what you're doing today and doing now. So 
that's the approach I try and take with it."   

Matthews on Hart Trophy buzz: 'I don’t need that stuff to motivate me' 

Auston Matthews play as of late has a lot of people throwing his name 
into the hat for the Hart Trophy, but the Maple Leafs superstar explains 
why he's more worried about the team goals than individual 
achievements. 

Ilya Mikheyev left Thursday's game in the first period due to a stomach 
illness. The "bug" is making its way through the dressing room, according 
to Keefe. Mikheyev missed Friday's practice as did John Tavares and 
Pierre Engvall. Travis Dermott took part in the pre-practice skills session 
before departing the ice before the main workout began. 

Keefe believes Tavares will be good to play on Saturday, but at least one 
winger is expected to miss the game. Nick Robertson has been recalled 
from the American Hockey League and Keefe confirmed the 20-year-old 
will be in the lineup in Detroit. It will be Robertson's first game with the 
Leafs this season.  

"With some of our guys getting sick, and starting today at practice it 
seems like more guys are getting sick, we are going to put him in a game 
and adjust from there," the coach said. "We just want to give him more 
experience and more opportunities to continue to grow ... the situation we 
are in and the circumstances we are in creates the opportunity for a 
player that we believe in." 

    During yesterday's media avail, Leafs GM Kyle Dubas had high praise 
for top prospect Nick Robertson, who recently returned from injury with 
the AHL Marlies 

    "It is the best I have seen him play at this level not only on the puck but 
off of it ... His skating looks a lot better" https://t.co/teHVzHBTTZ 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) February 21, 2022 

Robertson returned from a broken leg earlier this month producing six 
points in seven games with the Marlies. On Sunday, general manager 
Kyle Dubas said this is the best play he's seen from Robertson in the 
AHL.  

"His being here is probably less to do with what has happened since he 
has come back from injury and more so our belief in the player and his 
skill set," Keefe said. "He has played for us before and played well here 
before. There is an opportunity there." 

Robertson suited up in six games for the Leafs last season, including five 
in April. He skated alongside Spezza and Wayne Simmonds on the 
fourth line at practice while taking reps on the second power-play unit.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Robertson draws in as illness hits the room 

The Maple Leafs recalled forward Nick Robertson on Friday and he will 
travel with the team to Detroit. Sheldon Keefe says there is a bug going 
through their room and will reassess their lineup on Saturday. Jack 
Campbell will also get the start, Mark Masters has more. 
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Petr Mrazek was solid in Thursday's game making 29 saves, but Jack 
Campbell will get the start on Saturday.  

"I don't want there to be big gaps for either of our guys here the rest of 
the way," Keefe explained. "That is part of it. This one, to me, was really 
just as simple as wanting to get Jack back in. Petr played the last time in 
Detroit [against] his former team. This time, it's Jack in his home state. It 
is as simple as that for me." 

Campbell, who grew up a Wings fan in Port Huron, Michigan, has only 
played one previous NHL game in Detroit. He stopped 22 of 24 shots in a 
Los Angeles Kings win on Dec. 15, 2019.  

Campbell is looking to bounce back after allowing four goals on 30 shots 
in Tuesday's overtime loss in Columbus.  

"They shot and they beat me and it's not acceptable on my part," 
Campbell said after that game. "We should've won 3-0 or whatever and, 
yeah, just move on ... We deserved two points. I know I'll be better next 
one."  

A familiar tune emanated from Toronto's dressing room following 
Thursday's win. "Hypnotized" by Purple Disco Machine and Sophie and 
the Giants is played after every victory this season.  

"It's just a banger," Marner explained. "It's a helluva song. It's got great 
jams to it. It's got a great little tune. It's fun to groove to and sing to. I was 
the one to kind of throw that one in there and tell the boys it's 
happening." 

It's an obscure choice, perhaps, but teammates are happy to go along 
with the pick.  

"I don’t know what it’s called," said Rielly. "I like it, but I’m not making 
those decisions. That’s his job." 

"It’s good," said Matthews. "Really good. I forget what it’s called. It’s got a 
nice little rhythm to it."  

"Like I said, it's a banger," Marner continued, "so if you haven't heard it 
don't be afraid to turn it on and get groovy to it."  

Marner takes credit for Leafs win song: 'It's a banger' 

Mitch Marner explains why he chose "Hypnotized" by Purple Disco 
Machine and Sophie and the Giants as their win song and simply put, 
"it's a banger". 

Jake Muzzin, who sustained a concussion on Monday, watched part of 
practice rinkside on Friday.  

"He's around," said Rielly. "That's good for our team and also for him. 
You want to keep a positive mindset. You want to be ready when you 
come back. You don't want to be away for too long. You don't want to 
lose the day-to-day stuff."  

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Clifford - Nylander - Kase 

(Rotation) - Kampf - Kerfoot 

Robertson - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Liljegren  

Brodie - Holl 

Sandin - Lyubushkin  

Campbell  

Mrazek 
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USA TODAY / NHL star Alex Ovechkin – a past Putin supporter – calls 
for peace, says Ukraine invasion is 'hard situation' 

 

Mike Brehm, USA TODAY 

 

Washington Capitals Russian-born star Alex Ovechkin, a supporter of 
President Vladimir Putin, said he hoped there soon would be peace amid 
his country's invasion of Ukraine. 

"It’s a hard situation. I have lots of friends in Russia and Ukraine, and it’s 
hard to see the war," he told reporters on Friday. "I hope soon it’s going 
to be over and there’s going to be peace in the whole world." 

Ovechkin had started a social movement supporting Putin ahead of the 
2017 Russian presidential election, and a picture of the two of them is on 
the winger's Instagram account. 

Ovechkin was asked whether he supports Putin amid the invasion. 

"He’s my president but … I’m not in politics," he said. "I’m an athlete and 
how I said, I hope everything is going to be done soon. It’s a hard 
situation right now for both sides. ... I'm not in control of the situation." 

Ovechkin's wife, children and other family members are in Russia, so he 
has been following the situation. 

"I don't want to see nobody get hurt, nobody get killed," he said of the 
war. "I hope it’s going to be over and we’re going to live in a good world." 

Jackson State's Deion Sanders 'kicked down some doors' but where do 
HBCU sports go now? 

10 NBA stars who will impact championship race in second half of 
season 

Five NFL teams that can take major step forward this offseason 

Juwan Howard's behavior puts his future at Michigan in doubt 

He said it was too early for him to decide whether his family would stay 
there. 

Some Russian athletes have come out strongly against the war. Tennis 
player Andrey Rublev wrote, "No war please" on a TV camera after he 
won a match in Dubai. 

"Please, no more war," Ovechkin said. "It doesn’t matter who’s in a war. 
Russia, Ukraine, different countries. I think we live in a world, like, we 
have to live in peace and a great world." 
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USA TODAY / Jokerit Helsinki, a Finnish hockey team, pulls out of KHL 
playoffs due to Russia's invasion 

 

Analis Bailey, USA TODAY 

 

Jokerit Helsinki, a Finnish hockey team that plays in the Russian-based 
Kontinental Hockey League (KHL), has announced it won't finish the 
season following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.  

The team's decision comes ahead of KHL playoffs that begin next week. 
They were supposed to play Moscow Spartak on March 1. 
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"The world is going through really difficult times right now," Jokerit's 
majority owner/general manager and former NHL player Jari Kurri wrote 
in statement released Friday. "All our thoughts are with the people 
suffering from the situation. We hope that a peaceful solution will be 
found soon." 

Alexei Morozov, the KHL president, said the following in a statement 
released after Jokerit's decision to withdraw from the playoffs: 

"We're very sorry to lose Jokerit, an excellent and vibrant team, with a 
recognizable style. Jokerit plays in our league since the 2014-2015 
season and has constantly reached the playoff. Games with all the teams 
in the league have always been interesting. 

It's very unfortunate that the Jokerit's departure is due not to sporting 
reasons, but to political ones." 

The ongoing crisis in Ukraine has had major impact on the international 
sports. world. The UEFA confirmed Friday that this season's Champions 
League final set to play in St. Petersburg will be moved out of Russia and 
into Paris.  

Formula One has also pulled its race from Russia, stating it would be 
"impossible to hold the race in Sochi under the current circumstances." 

The International Ski Federation has also decided to cancel all of its 
remaining World Cup competitions what were scheduled to take place in 
Russia. 

The International Ice Hockey Federation said it would meet Monday to 
discuss the implications of the invasion. The 2022-23 world junior 
championships and the 2023 world championships are scheduled to be 
held in Russia.  

Other European clubs and organizations are parting ways with Russian 
sponsorship deals, including German football club FC Schalke, removing 
the name of a Russian firm from their jerseys. 
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USA TODAY / The remarkable, historic story of first all-Black broadcast 
team for a televised NHL game 

 

Joe Mock  | Special to USA TODAY 

 

In February for Black History Month, USA TODAY Sports is publishing 
the series 28 Black Stories in 28 Days. We examine the issues, 
challenges and opportunities Black athletes and sports officials continue 
to face after the nation’s reckoning on race two years ago. 

When Everett Fitzhugh was a freshman at Bowling Green State 
University in 2007, he volunteered to serve as the color analyst on the 
campus radio station’s broadcast of the school’s hockey game. That 
match between the Falcons and the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
changed Fitzhugh’s life. 

“I fell in love. I loved everything about broadcasting,” he recalled. “I loved 
being in the press box and being around the hockey team.” 

Right after the game, he called his mother. He could barely contain his 
enthusiasm when he told her, “Mom, we’re going to put all the eggs in the 
hockey basket.” 

His mother, Denise Fitzhugh, was living in the same house in Detroit 
where she’d grown up, where her siblings and mother were the first Black 
family to move into that all-white neighborhood. 

They were trailblazers to be sure, so it was only natural that Denise’s son 
would blaze some trails himself: The Seattle Kraken radio broadcaster is 
the first Black play-by-play announcer in the NHL. 

It’s been widely reported that Fitzhugh made history on Feb. 17 as part of 
the first all-Black broadcast team for a televised NHL game. Fitzhugh, 
who had moved to the TV booth for the game, and analyst JT Brown 
were the broadcasters for the ROOT SPORTS Northwest telecast of the 
Kraken’s game at Winnipeg. Because of the historic nature of the 
broadcast, NHL Network simulcast the Kraken’s television feed. 

The simulcast permitted the nation to witness this historic event during a 
special time of year. 

“The fact that it was during Black History Month is also a pretty 
remarkable coincidence,” Fitzhugh adds. “It made it mean even more.” 

Fitzhugh didn’t grow up playing hockey. “My mom always thought it was 
a little bit too dangerous,” he said, laughing. “I love hockey, obviously, 
because that’s my passion. I love working in hockey, but I was actually a 
baseball player, and to this day, baseball is still my favorite sport.” 

When he’s at a Seattle Mariners game, "that’s my happy place,” he said. 

In fact, the broadcast journalism major was watching his beloved Tigers 
in his Bowling Green dorm room when a buddy burst in to tell him about 
a campus organization that specialized in sports broadcasting. The two 
ran off to attend a meeting “and it was amazing. It was a bunch of guys 
sitting around talking sports, and as a 17-year-old freshman, what more 
could you ask for?” 

This experience led Fitzhugh to take on behind-the-scenes 
responsibilities for the broadcasts of the university’s sports teams. The 
rest of the students in the organization were clamoring to work football 
and basketball games, so when the seemingly insignificant offer to do 
color analysis on the school’s hockey broadcast came along, the 
freshman didn’t face a lot of competition. 

And the direction of his career path changed radically. 

Through his sophomore and junior years, he was permitted to work more 
of the hockey broadcasts, always as an analyst. By the time he was a 
senior, the student doing the play-by-play had graduated. Fitzhugh and 
his best friend, Brian Fisher, were the two finalists to fill the opening. 

“I got the job, but I always tried to do right by my friend,” he said. “I 
always gave Brian first crack at being my color analyst, for whatever 
games he wanted to do.” 

The two are still close friends to this day. “Brian is out of broadcasting 
now, but he’s still a huge hockey fan,” he said. 

Fitzhugh couldn’t land a broadcasting job when he left Bowling Green, so 
he settled on being a headhunter, searching for engineers to work at 
cellular companies. 

“I needed a job out of school, but I hated it,” he said. 

After six months, he’d had enough. A college friend had landed a position 
as the video coach for a franchise in the United States Hockey League, a 
junior hockey league. He recommended Fitzhugh for an opening at the 
USHL headquarters in Chicago. 

“I’d never heard of the USHL. I didn’t know what junior hockey was,” 
Fitzhugh said. 

He still accepted the job in December 2012. For the next year and a half, 
he wrote press releases, ran the league’s social media accounts and 
produced digital content. 

In June 2014, Fitzhugh moved back to Ohio to work for one of the USHL 
franchises. He spent the next year doing social media, public relations, 
sales and, most important, broadcasting for the Youngstown Phantoms. 
He even made public appearances around town dressed as the team’s 
mascot. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 26, 2022 

 

“His name was Sparky, and he was a pink, purple, lavender-ish colored 
dragon," Fitzhugh said. “When you work in minor league hockey, you 
have to wear a lot of hats.” 

Or costumes. 

Fitzhugh didn’t have to leave the state of Ohio for his next job. Since his 
goal was to become an NHL broadcaster, he accepted a position that 
included play-by-play duties with the Cincinnati Cyclones of the East 
Coast Hockey League. 

In addition to broadcasting, his duties with the Cyclones included public 
relations, social media and planning the team’s travel. His hard work was 
recognized by the league, which named him PR Director of the Year after 
his second season in Cincinnati. His appearance on the broadcast team 
for the 2018 ECHL All Star Game gave him his first taste of television 
work in pro hockey. The fact that the game was televised by the NHL 
Network was a precursor of what was to come. 

Gaining experience in so many facets of operating a hockey franchise 
has been quite helpful to Fitzhugh. “I learned the business side,” he said. 
“I learned how to become well-rounded in my career. I became a better 
marketer. I became a better PR person. There are so many lessons you 
learn by wearing so many hats. It really helped mold me into a complete 
employee, into a complete person, not just a broadcaster.” 

'Is this worth it?' 

Still, Fitzhugh was keenly aware that he was the only Black play-by-play 
announcer in pro hockey. 

“The only Black (hockey) broadcaster I’d ever met was Mike Lockert, who 
did it for Notre Dame back when I was in college," Fitzhugh said. "He and 
I did a little research, and we found out that we were the only two Black 
broadcasters at any level of hockey.” 

Lockert died in 2009. 

Fitzhugh adds there were very few Black players in the NHL when he 
was growing up, and even fewer Blacks in the media reporting on 
hockey. 

“There were no people that I could say, ‘Man, I want to be like him.’ So I 
was always on an island, and it could be a very lonely island sometimes," 
he said 

“When you’re the only person who looks like you at just about every 
hockey arena, inside of every locker room, in every press box, it’s a 
lonely feeling,” he said. “There were times when I’d get home and look in 
the mirror and say, ‘Man, is this worth it? Should I be doing something 
else?’ But then I realized the love that I have for the game, the love that I 
have for the job. I knew the position I was in and that what I was trying to 
accomplish professionally was special. It was something that had never 
been done before. 

“I don’t think anyone ever sets out to be the first person (to accomplish 
something), but when you find yourself in that position, you owe it to 
yourself, to the community, to the culture, to the sport, to take that 
challenge head on and be the representative figure that you never had.” 

Two things changed Fitzhugh's professional life. First, he was invited to 
be the radio play-by-play announcer for a Washington Capitals exhibition 
game in 2018, three months after the team had captured the Stanley 
Cup. 

“That game was cool because, in a very real way, I was able to test my 
skills and see how I would do in an NHL setting,” he said. “It let me know 
I was closer to this goal than I’d thought.” 

When Seattle was awarded an NHL expansion franchise, it meant that 
they would need broadcasters. Fitzhugh “and every other person with a 
pulse in America probably sent their résumé into the general info email 
box for the Kraken.” None of those other aspiring applicants received a 
personal email from the president and CEO of the team -- but Fitzhugh 
did. The second break had occurred. 

“When I saw Tod Leiweke’s name in the email line, I thought it was 
spam, so I didn’t answer for a day and a half,” he said. 

Fitzhugh's then-girlfriend Shelly (now his wife), and his mother, 
persuaded him to reply. Leiweke said how much he admired the young 
broadcaster after reading about him. 

This was just before the start of the pandemic; still, Leiweke was true to 
his word. He emailed Fitzhugh to say he wanted to start the interview 
process. 

"I showed Shelly and we started jumping up and down, knowing that, 
hey, I was about to interview for an NHL team,” said Fitzhugh. 

After a series of Zoom calls and a trip to Seattle to meet the team’s staff, 
the call came on July 14, 2020. It was Katie Townsend, the Kraken’s 
senior vice president of marketing and communications, calling to offer 
the broadcasting position to Fitzhugh. 

The Kraken had hired the NHL’s first Black play-by-play announcer. 

But Fitzhugh wasn’t done making history. 

'You belong. You matter.' 

Joining Fitzhugh on the Kraken’s staff is the television play-by-play 
announcer John Forslund. Serving as analyst on the team’s ROOT 
SPORTS Northwest broadcasts is another talented Black broadcaster 
(as well as former NHL player), JT Brown. 

Brown and Fitzhugh became close friends. They soon figured out that a 
very special pairing was inevitable. 

“We knew it was only a matter of time before John would be tasked with 
a national assignment," Fitzhugh said of Forslund. "He’s the best, right? 
We feel he’s the heir apparent to Doc Emrick as the voice of the NHL.” 

Emrick is considered the dean of hockey broadcasters. He retired in 
2020 after 47 years of calling NHL and Olympic hockey games. It might 
not be a coincidence that Fitzhugh graduated from Bowling Green State, 
because that’s where Emrick received a doctorate in broadcast 
communications in 1976. 

When Forslund was asked to handle the play by play on the NHL 
Network’s national game on Feb. 16, it meant that Fitzhugh would need 
to move from the radio booth to join Brown on the TV side for the 
Kraken’s road game in Winnipeg the following night … thus marking the 
first time that both announcers for a televised NHL contest would be 
Black. 

That’s not all. Even though there were 10 contests scheduled for the 
17th, when the NHL Network learned that Fitzhugh and Brown would be 
handling ROOT SPORTS’ duties in Winnipeg, they elected to air that 
feed as the national game for the evening. 

How did Fitzhugh feel when he learned earlier that week that his NHL 
television debut was going to be aired nationally? 

“The honest answer is that I thought to myself, ‘You better not (screw) 
this up.’” 

During the broadcast on the 17th, won 5-3 by the Jets, Fitzhugh and 
Brown worked quite well together. As Brown provided insights that only a 
former player could provide, Fitzhugh’s call was poignant. As the Kraken 
moved the puck up ice, the intensity in his voice rose appropriately. And 
when the Kraken put the puck in the net he growled, “Heee SCORES!” 

Fitzhugh said the morning after the broadcast, its impact hadn’t yet hit 
him. 

“It still may be another week, month (or) year before I grasp the true 
importance and meaning of what (that) night was about," he said. "Maybe 
this summer when I’m sitting on the couch with my newborn son (due in 
May), maybe it’ll sink in. I don’t know when that will be, but I do think that 
down the line, it’s going to hit me like a ton of bricks out of nowhere. I’m 
looking forward to that moment.” 
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Fitzhugh and Brown both hope the broadcast created something bigger 
than both of them and the immediate moment. 

It's that "the next generation of Black kids, of people from historically 
under-represented communities, realize that they belong within the game 
of hockey," said Fitzhugh. "They are invited. They are welcome. They 
matter within the game. If you’re on the fence about the sport and 
whether you’ll be supported, whether you’re allowed, you are. You 
belong. You matter. Your voice matters. Your fandom matters." 
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