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Hurricanes hold off high-flying Connor McDavid and the Oilers, with 5th game in a row

By Chip Alexander 

Sometimes, it is just a matter of inches. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were seemingly on their way to a 
comfortable victory Sunday over the Edmonton Oilers. A 
sellout crowd at PNC Arena was on its feet and loud as 
defenseman Brett Pesce blistered a shot past goalie Mike 
Smith off the rush. 

Then, in a matter of seconds, it all turned. The Canes won, 
but it was anything but comfortable, a hard-earned 2-1 
victory that Carolina’s fifth in a row. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and assist to extend his 
personal point streak to eight games, Sebastian Aho scored 
a power-play goal and goalie Frederik Andersen had 29 
saves in his 29th win of the season. The Hurricanes (37-11-
4) were flawless in killing penalties Sunday and held two of 
the most skilled players in the world -- Edmonton’s Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl -- without a point. 

The Pesce goal, which would have given the Canes a 3-0 
lead three minutes into the second period, was disallowed 
after the Oilers challenged for offside on the play. After 
review, Canes winger Andrei Svechnikov, who was trying to 
straddle the Edmonton blue line, was ruled to have been an 
inch or two offside on the entry. 

No goal, no 3-0 lead. Instead, it would be a tight game the 
rest of the way. 

“It’s crazy how that happens, right?” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s 3-0, we’re playing pretty well. That 
would have been maybe a different kind of game. But they 
had the same thing happen early in the game. It might have 
been different if they get it, so I guess those kind of cancel 
out. 

“It was weird. For the amount of high offensive players in the 
game there wasn’t a ton of Grade-A opportunities but there 
were a bunch of almosts.” 

McDavid sped down the right wing and scored in the first 
minute of the game, only to have his goal disallowed when 
Warren Foegele, a former Canes forward, was ruled offside 
after a successful challenge by Brind’Amour. 

“I was thinking it could be a long afternoon, that’s for sure, 
but thankfully we got a bounce and it was offside,” Pesce 
said. 

McDavid then was high-sticked a few minutes later by 
defenseman Brady Skjei, chipping some teeth and suffering 
a laceration, missing most of the first period. 

McDavid would return in the second and finished with five of 
the Oilers’ 30 shots. It was a tougher game for Draisaitl, 

whose has 36 goals and trails only Toronto’s Auston 
Matthews in the NHL. Draisaitl did not have a shot on goal 
and lost 15 of 19 faceoffs. 

“That’s huge,” Brind’Amour said. “It felt like (Draisaitl) was on 
the ice the whole game. They play those guys a lot and I 
would, too. They’re pretty special players. But I give our guys 
a lot of credit. Our defense especially logged a lot of minutes 
and they’re heavy minutes.” 

The Oilers (29-21-3) got their goal from their hottest 
offensive player, Derek Ryan. The former Canes forward, 
who had a hat trick Saturday at Florida, blocked a shot by 
defenseman Ian Cole, raced after the puck and beat 
Andersen early in the second period. 

Just like that, it was a 2-1 game. And a lot of pizzazz in the 
game was later lost when it took a long time to repair a 
section of glass. By the time the stanchion was successfully 
lowered into place, both teams had been sitting or standing 
for a lengthy stretch. 

“It definitely was a weird game, with a lot of stuff happening,” 
Aho said. 

Teravainen and Aho scored for the Hurricanes in the first 
period, both goals coming after some crisp puck movement. 
Teravainen’s goal was his 15th of the season and Aho took a 
nice pass from Teravainen in the slot in scoring his 23rd. 

It was the 171st time the two Finns have teamed up on 
goals, tying a franchise record set by Ron Francis and Kevin 
Dineen for most shared goals by a duo of players. 

“Everybody talks about Draisaitl and McDavid and we’re 
fortunate to have those two,” Pesce said. “They’re world-
class players. They both think the game so well and 
obviously their skill is unmatched.” 

The Oilers were shocked to see McDavid leave the ice in 
pain, his mouth bloodied in the first period after taking the 
high stick from Skjei. The Canes killed off the four minutes in 
the double minor as McDavid was kept out the final 14:20 of 
the first -- a big opportunity for the Oilers but without their 
best player. 

The Oilers began the second period with 83 seconds of 
power-play time after a late first-period penalty on 
Svechnikov. The Canes killed it off but the Oilers and stayed 
on the attack, outshooting the Canes 16-6 in the period. 

On Friday, the Canes beat a Columbus Blue Jackets team 
that had faced the Panthers the night before and was 
completing a back-to-back. The Oilers were in the same 
position after playing at Florida, but were anything but 
fatigued. 
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Loose pucks: The Hurricanes’ penalty kill deserves an award, Teuvo Teravainen is 
underrated and more 

By Sara Civian  

Remember last week, when the Canes were headed in the 
right direction after a mini-slump but were struggling to put a 
full 60 minutes together? Jaccob Slavin told me that while no 
one was panicking, the players on the team knew they had 
more to give — and knew they had to give it on a consistent 
basis. 

Since then, the Canes have had two relatively strong wins 
over Columbus and Edmonton. They’re riding a five-game 
win streak into the upcoming road trip. Freddie Andersen is 
Freddie Andersen-ing. Life is good. But life was never really 
bad, was it? 

“I think the games where we gave up the goals on six-on-
five, some of them were tough bounces, (situations like back-
door passes),” Brett Pesce said Sunday. “It’s gonna happen, 
right? But we have a good structure, and it’s coming along.” 

It’s all about building streaks, and it turns out we were right to 
stop overanalyzing everything. For now. 

Loose pucks 

• The week in one word: Reassuring. 

• We talk so much about the Hurricanes penalty kill, and all 
of our talk is still not enough. It’s so fun, it’s so impossibly 
good, and I will never shut up about it. Find someone who 
loves you like the Hurricanes love having the best penalty kill 
the world has ever seen. Consider this: The Canes have the 
second-worst penalty differential in the league at minus-27, 
and usually that means a pretty bad penalty-kill percentage 
— or, at best, nothing inspiring. The Canes have the best 
penalty kill percentage in the league at 90.3 percent, and the 
next best is 86 percent. According to Evolving-Hockey, the 
Canes allow the lowest shot quality against per 60 when 
short-handed. They’re top 10 in shot quality for when short-
handed to boot. (Thanks to Alison Lukan and Shayna 
Goldman for helping me look for the right data there.) 

• What’s the secret? To Sebastian Aho, it’s Andersen. “It 
starts with the hot goalie. He’s always the most important 
guy on the PK,” Aho said. “You trust your own goalie, it 
allows you some pressure off. He’s going to make the last 
save if we do something stupid out there. We start with that, 
and then obviously I’ve been playing with Turbo (Teuvo 
Teravainen) quite a bit. We read each other, and we’ve got 
elite defensemen. Probably those things.” Probably. 

• To Pesce, it’s cohesiveness. “We all buy in,” he said. 
“Everyone’s willing to block a shot, and I think everyone does 
such a good job of when it’s time to jump on them, (trying) to 
get after them (and) take away their space. We’re just so in 
sync — whoever’s out there, everyone’s just intact with each 
other. We’re obviously really confident now, too.” 

• Hot take of the week: Teravainen is the most underrated 
player in the league. When I say the word underrated, I 
mean “a top-five most valuable player on a team who no one 
seems to talk about.” Teravainen’s got 15 goals and 43 
points in 47 games, and he made several jaw-dropping 
passes like it was nothing Sunday. He’s always had a shot 
that’s equal parts wicked and sneaky, but he’s using it more 
this season. As a natural playmaker, he joked he’s been 
coerced into this from coaches, teammates and the media. 
When head coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked about this 
Sunday, he joked, “I don’t think he listens to me.” Anyway, if 
any national media members happen to be reading this, the 
“Jaccob Slavin is underrated” talking point is so yesterday — 
we’ve run that one into the ground. It’s safe to say he is 
finally rated adequately. Ask about Teravainen and his shot 
when you come to town. 

• Cowardly take of the week: The trade deadline used to be 
my least favorite time of the year because it’s a whole lot of 
“rumblings” and “grumblings” and speaking in riddles. I felt 
sort of bad that I couldn’t give any satisfying answers to 
many of your questions in my latest mailbag, but I would 
have had to lie. These days, I find leaning into rumblings and 
grumblings szn amusing, though. So my cowardly take of the 
week is: The Canes might do something at the trade 
deadline, but they also might not. Please credit me with this 
report. 

• Pointless stat of the week: Teravainen and Aho have now 
connected for 171 goals. Thanks to this power-play beauty 
Sunday, they’ve officially tied Kevin Dineen and Ron Francis 
(1984-91, 1998-99: 171) for the most goal combinations by 
any duo in franchise history. Does this mean anything for 
functional purposes? Not really. Were the Canes really 
mediocre for a decade or so during the time in between 
these two duos? Yes. Did we just Sunday witness the best 
duo in the league, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, and 
have they shown us a team needs more than even two of the 
best players to succeed? Mhm. Have I gotten into the 
obnoxious writing habit of asking and answering my own 
questions? I’m working on it. All of these things aside, this 
feat is pretty impressive for a 24-year-old and a 27-year-old 
and they’ve got plenty of time left together. 

• Pointless hat of the week: Teravainen was wearing a 
Whalers hat in his postgame interview, and he was asked if it 
had anything to do with the aforementioned franchise record. 
“It’s just the hat that fits my head,” he said. 

• Tweet of the week: 

• Vezina candidate of the week: Canes color commentator 
Tripp Tracy has started banging the Freddie-for-Vezina 
drum, and I’m pretty close to joining him. This is a far cry 
from the facial expression I made when my friend Jonny 
Lazarus suggested this back in September. I think Igor 
Shesterkin might deservedly end up getting the final nod 
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considering Andersen has help from the Canes’ league-
leading defense and Shesterkin has been more of a one-
man show at times, but Andersen is at least a top-two 
candidate right now. He’s got a .930 save percentage and a 
2.06 goals-against average, as it currently stands. According 
to MoneyPuck, before Sunday’s game, he was right behind 
Shesterkin in goals saved above expected per 60 (.766). 
He’s also second in wins above replacement with 4.66. “He’s 
calm in there and he makes you feel calm,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Even when there’s a really good chance coming at 
you, the way he plays it, he makes you feel like it’s not going 
so bad. He calms the group down the way he plays, and at 
the end of the day, he’s stopping the puck at a high rate. 
That helps.” 

Either way, the season’s not over and we’ve gotta keep a 
close eye on this race. 

• Housekeeping request of the week: I’m going back on the 
road for the first time in a long time this week, and I’m 
thinking of some suggestions you guys have given me to 
write about. It’s funny, so many of your suggestions are the 
exact stories I miss writing the most — the goal songs, the 
player polls, the heart and soul. The locker rooms are still 
closed, but my goal for the trip is to find a way to do one of 
these again. Give me some questions you’d want answered 
in the comments and I’ll ask a few of them.
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Hurricanes shut down McDavid, Draisaitl; beat Oilers 2-1 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl might be 
the best hockey tandem in the world, but Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen aren’t far behind. 

Toss in a defense led by Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce and 
Vezina-caliber goaltending from Frederik Andersen, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes shut down Edmonton’s dynamic duo for 
a 2-1 win Sunday afternoon in front of 18,801 at PNC Arena. 

“As a player, you kind of like having those opportunities,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of his players rising 
to the occasion against Edmonton’s two superstars. “It 
doesn’t happen all that often; we only play them twice a year. 
… You get a little more excited for games like that, for sure.” 

While Aho and Teravainen were connecting for a goal for the 
171st time, matching a franchise record set by Ron Francis 
and Kevin Dineen, Slavin and Pesce were leading the way 
against Edmonton’s two former MVPs. 

Both McDavid and Draisaitl were blanked on the score sheet 
for the second time this season against the Hurricanes, and 
the latter was held without a shot on goal. 

It was an even tougher night for McDavid. 

The Oilers captain scored 51 seconds into the game only to 
have it wiped out when Warren Foegele — playing his first 
game in PNC Arena since being traded to the Oilers in the 
offseason for Ethan Bear — was ruled offsides after a 
Carolina challenge. 

McDavid then took a high stick from Brady Skjei under five 
minutes later that required some dental work and kept him 
out for the ensuing four-minute power play and the balance 
of the first period. 

Carolina’s top-ranked penalty kill — a perfect 4 for 4 on the 
night — kept Edmonton’s No. 1 power play from converting 
its prolonged chance without McDavid. The Hurricanes then 
staked themselves to a 2-0 lead on a pair of tic-tac-toe goals. 

With just over eight minutes left in the period, defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield fed the puck to Andrei Svechnikov down low. 
Svechnikov looked toward the net and then dished to 
Teravainen for a one-timer and a 1-0 lead. 

“Everybody’s trying to tell me to shoot the puck more, and 
when I get the chance I try to shoot it sometimes,” said 
Teravainen, who reached 15 goals for the fifth time with the 
goal. 

Then on the power play, Svechnikov got things started with a 
pass to Teravainen, who found Aho in the slot for another 
one-timer goal at 16:53. 

“It’s not always like that when you make five straight passes 
tape-to-tape and then you score a goal,” Aho said of 
Carolina’s two picture-perfect goals. 

McDavid returned for the second period, but it was another 
former Hurricanes player that got Edmonton on the board. 

After Pesce also had a goal disallowed on a challenged 
offsides, Derek Ryan halved the lead by blocking an Ian Cole 
shot and scored on a breakaway at 4:26 of the middle frame. 

From there, the Hurricanes’ defense took over. 

All but two minutes of the rest of the game was played at 
even-strength, and Aho’s line — with Teravainen and 
Svechnikov — went head-to-head with McDavid’s line. The 
NHL’s leading scorer had five shots on goal through two 
periods, but he did not register one on goal in the final 22:35. 

“It’s a fun challenge, definitely,” Aho said of going against 
McDavid. “I enjoy playing against him because you want to 
beat the best, right? It was a good challenge and we got the 
win, which is the most important thing.” 

Behind Aho were Slavin and Pesce, taking shift after shift of 
shutdown minutes. 

“It’s kind of tough to defend those guys,” Pesce said, “but 
obviously I thought we did a really good job tonight.” 

When the Oilers did get a puck on net, Andersen was again 
the Hurricanes’ final line of defense. He made 29 saves for 
his 16th start this season in which he allowed one or fewer 
goals. He also improved to 17-1-2 in his career against 
Edmonton. 

The win was the Hurricanes’ fifth straight and improved them 
to 37-11-4 on the season. 

“I thought we had a good effort again and, obviously, like the 
result,” Brind’Amour said. 

Notes: Neither McDavid nor Draisaitl had a point in the two-
game series against the Hurricanes this season. … 
Teravainen has points in eight straight games since returning 
from injury on Feb. 10. … Svechnikov had his 16th multipoint 
game with two assists. Only Aho (17) has more multipoint 
games this season for Carolina. … McDavid has one goal in 
nine career games against the Hurricanes, the only team 
doesn’t have multiple goals against in his career. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Oilers 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - If the Carolina Hurricanes want to move 
their current four-game win streak to five, they're going to 
have to take down the Edmonton Oilers this afternoon. 

Canes Record: 36-11-4 (76 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-0 Win over the Columbus Blue Jackets 
on Friday, February 25. 

Oilers Record: 29-20-3 (61 Points, 4th - Pacific Division) 

Oilers Last Game: 4-3 Win over the Florida Panthers on 
Saturday, February 26. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 December 11: Sebastian Aho factors in on all three 
Hurricanes goals as Carolina takes a 3-1 victory 
over Edmonton. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes were the better team from start to 
finish Friday night, picking up a controlling 4-0 victory over 
Columbus. The Blue Jackets had just played in Florida the 
night before, earning an emotional victory, but unfortunately 
for them it looked like it left them with no juice for their next 
contest. Producing just 19 shots over 60 minutes, it was a 
relatively easy night at the office for Frederik Andersen as he 
picked up his third shutout of the season. Meanwhile on the 
other end of things, Carolina put up 50 shots for the first time 
this season. Jordan Martinook led the way with six and the 
third line (Niederreiter, Staal, Fast) paced the group with two 
of the team's four goals. 

Thanks, Florida!: Just as the Blue Jackets had the second 
half of their back-to-back in Raleigh after taking on Florida 
the night before, the same exact situation takes place today 
with Edmonton. The Oilers earned a hard-fought 4-3 victory 
over the Panthers Saturday afternoon before flying north to 
North Carolina. The Cats are one of the best teams in the 
Eastern Conference and they never go down lightly, so any 
team that is able to beat them does so in a deserved fashion. 
Yesterday it was goaltender Mikko Koskinen making 44 

saves as the difference, giving his team a victory despite an 
outstanding offensive performance from Florida. 

Looking For Five: Now with victories over Nashville, 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and Columbus in the last nine days, 
the Canes are 4-0 in their last four outings. 

Seven For Turbo: Teuvo Teravainen enters tonight's contest 
with points in seven straight contests. Dating back to 
February 10 against Boston, #86 has three goals and six 
assists. He also has 14 points in 13 career games against 
Edmonton. 

No Place Like Home: The Canes are 18-4-2 at PNC Arena 
this year, with the 18 wins leading the Metropolitan Division. 
They have earned points in eight straight home games going 
back to January 15. 

Dynamic Duo On The Cusp Of History: In the five most 
recent games of Teravainen's streak, he and Sebastian Aho 
have connected for a goal in each of them.  They have now 
accomplished the feat 170 times in their NHL/Hurricanes 
careers, and they are just one such goal away from tying 
Kevin Dineen and Ron Francis (1984-91, 1998-99: 171) for 
the most goal combinations by any duo in franchise history. 

Oil On Fire: Since making a coaching change on February 
10 the Oilers are 6-2. With Jay Woodcroft taking over the 
bench in place of Dave Tippett, the team has scored 30 
goals in those eight games with several of their key pieces 
contributing the way that many expect. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestone Watch:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

Promotional Info: Today is Kids Day! Kids will be involved in 
multiple in-game elements and a crew of mascots will be on 
hand. 

Tickets: Still considering coming to today's game? Limited 
tickets remain available here. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their black 
sweaters today. 
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By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes won their fifth 
game in a row Sunday, riding a 29-save performance from 
Frederik Andersen to a 2-1 victory over the Edmonton Oilers. 

Three Things: 

1) Andersen Wins Another For Carolina 

Connor McDavid walked in on Andersen and beat him just 
50 seconds in to open the game. It felt like an early 'oh no' 
moment, but due to Warren Foegele being offside the goal 
was disallowed after review. From there the Carolina 
netminder was dialed in, turning away several high danger 
chances as his team mounted a 2-0 first period lead. 

While his efforts were necessary for his team to establish the 
lead, they were needed even more to protect it. Edmonton 
controlled the majority of the second period, posting a 16-6 
shots difference en route to cutting Carolina's advantage in 
half. Former Hurricane Derek Ryan struck on a breakaway, 
but that would be the only marker that counted for the Oilers 
on the afternoon. 

Andersen made six more saves in the third to shut the door, 
moving to 11-1 in his last 12 outings and 29-7-2 on the 
season. 

2) History For Aho & Teravainen  

Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen both played big roles 
in Carolina's two first period goals, officially both earning a 
point on the second. It was the 171st time the two have 
factored in on the same goal during their Canes tenures, 
matching the all-time franchise record set by Kevin Dineen 
and Ron Francis. 

3) Five In A Row 

After starting their post-All-Star Game schedule with a 1-2-1 
road trip and an overtime loss to Florida, the team has 
bounced back quite nicely, winning their next five. With 30 
games to go in the regular season, this is known as the 
"grindy" part of the season, where it's easy to hit a 
midseason lull. Instead the Canes have now extended their 
Metropolitan Division lead to six points. 

Carolina has also now earned a point in nine straight games 
at PNC Arena, dating back to January 15. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the contest: 

"It was weird, for the amount of high offense players that 
were in the game, there wasn't a ton of Grade A chances, 
but there were a bunch of 'almosts'. The way that [Leon 
Draisaitl and McDavid] play, they're a handful for sure. I 
thought we had a good effort again though and I like the 
result." 

Sebastian Aho reflecting on the team's two pretty goals to 
start the game: 

"It's not always like that where you make five straight passes 
tape-to-tape and you score a goal, but they were nice plays 
by us. We started on time and created those chances. 
Turned out that those were enough." 

Brett Pesce on the task that the defensive group faced today, 
locking down Draisaitl and McDavid: 

"The thing with McDavid is that you try and stay tight on him 
as best as you can, but then he can also blow right by you. 
It's kind of tough to defend those guys, but I thought we did a 
really good job tonight." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Monday morning 
before flying to Detroit to take on the Red Wings Tuesday 
night. 

Bonus Notes: 

 McDavid took a high stick from Brady Skjei early in 
the game and missed most of the first period before 
returning for the second. 

 Draisaitl did not have a shot on goal today for 
Edmonton. 

 Aho and Pesce eached had four shots on goal 
today, leading the attack for Carolina. 

 The Canes are now 18-0 this season when Aho 
scores. 
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Teravainen helps Hurricanes past Oilers for fifth consecutive win 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and an 
assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes won their fifth straight 
game, 2-1 against the Edmonton Oilers at PNC Arena on 
Sunday. 

Frederik Andersen made 29 saves, and Sebastian Aho 
scored for the Hurricanes (37-11-4). Andrei Svechnikov had 
two assists, and Teravainen extended his point streak to an 
NHL career-high eight games (four goals, seven assists), the 
longest by a Carolina player this season. 

"For the amount of high offensive players in the game, there 
weren't a ton of Grade-A opportunities," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was a bunch of almosts. The way those 
guys play, they're a handful for sure. But I thought we had a 
good effort again, and I like the result." 

Mike Smith made 27 saves, and Derek Ryan scored for the 
Oilers (29-21-3). The 35-year-old forward scored his first 
NHL hat trick in a 4-3 win against the Florida Panthers on 
Saturday. 

"We can be better, for sure," Edmonton coach Jay Woodcroft 
said. "That said, I thought our compete was off the charts. I 
thought they pushed us, we pushed them. It was a heck of a 
hockey game." 

Teravainen gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 11:57 of the 
first period when he took a pass from Svechnikov and beat 
Smith over his glove for his 15th goal of the season. 

"Everybody is trying to tell me to shoot the puck more," 
Teravainen said. "I always try to look for the play. If it's there, 
I'll pass. If it's not, I'll try to shoot sometimes." 

Aho scored on the power play off a pass from Teravainen to 
extend the lead to 2-0 at 16:53. 

Each of Carolina's goals came after six passes in the 
offensive zone. 

"The whole key for us is to understand what is available, 
what is the best play," Brind'Amour said. "Sometimes you 
overpass it, and you talk about that a lot. But those plays 

were there. They were open. The power-play goal was a nice 
one." 

Ryan made it 2-1 at 4:26 of the second period when he held 
off Carolina defensemen Ian Cole and beat Andersen five-
hole. 

Edmonton was 0-for-4 on the power play with four shots on 
goal after scoring one power-play goal in each of its past five 
games. 

"I think they've got a good penalty kill, but we're a confident 
power play," Oilers forward Zach Hyman said. "It was just 
one of those nights we couldn't get it set up and get it going, 
but I thought our 5-on-5 game was really strong." 

Oilers center Connor McDavid left the game at 5:40 of the 
first period after a high stick from Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei that resulted in a double minor. Woodcroft said 
McDavid had a laceration and needed dental work prior to 
his return for the first shift of the second period. 

McDavid and Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce each had a 
goal overturned on a coach's challenge for offside. 
McDavid's came 51 seconds into the first period, and 
Pesce's was at 3:03 of the second. 

NOTES: Oilers forward Kailer Yamamoto missed his first 
game of the season and is day to day. Woodcroft said he 
was "banged up" during a 5-4 win against the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday. ... Edmonton forward Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins did not play because of an upper-body injury 
sustained against Florida. … Aho and Teravainen each has 
earned a point on the same goal 171 times for Carolina, tying 
the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers record set by Ron Francis 
and Kevin Dineen (Hartford, 1984-91; Carolina, 1998-99). ... 
Aho has scored seven points (two goals, five assists) during 
a five-game point streak. … Since Dec. 7, Andersen is 18-2-
2 with a 2.03 goals-against average, .931 save percentage 
and two shutouts. He's 17-1-2 against the Oilers. … 
Carolina's nine-game home point streak (8-0-1) is the 
second-longest active run behind the Calgary Flames (11-0-
0). 
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Teravainen, Aho score in Hurricanes’ fifth straight win 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and 
an assist, Sebastian Aho also scored and the Carolina 
Hurricanes won their fifth game in a row by beating the 
Edmonton Oilers 2-1 on Sunday. 

Andrei Svechnikov provided two assists for the Hurricanes, 
and Frederik Andersen made 29 saves for his league-leading 
29th victory. 

Edmonton had scored at least three goals in eight straight 
games, but put only six shots on goal in the third period. 

“We’re just so in sync, whoever is out there,” Carolina 
defenseman Brett Pesce said of the defensive effort. 
“Obviously, we’re really confident right now.” 

Edmonton center Leon Draisaitl, who is second in the league 
with 36 goals, didn’t register a shot on goal. 

“If you’re holding that guy without a shot, you’re doing 
something right,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

One day after his first career hat trick, Derek Ryan scored an 
unassisted goal for the Oilers, who were on their third stop of 
a five-game trip. Mike Smith made 27 saves for Edmonton, 
but was tagged for a loss in his third consecutive outing. 

“I thought they pushed us,” Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. 
“We pushed them.” 

Both of Carolina’s goals came in similar fashion with crisp 
passing.  

“It’s kind of what was available,” Brind’Amour said of the 
puck movement. “The whole key for us is to understand 
what’s available, what is the best play.” 

Jalen Chatfield and Svechnikov set up Teravainen’s goal in 
the first period. And Aho finished a power-play sequence 
when the puck went from Teravainen to Svechnikov later in 
the period.  

“We created those changes and obviously big goals early 
on,” said Aho, who now has a team-high 23 goals. “It was 
enough for us.” 

The Oilers have allowed at least one power-play goal in six 
games in a row. 

“That’s an area that we can continue to clean up,” Woodcroft 
said. “We can be better for sure.” 

The Hurricanes were perfect on four penalty-killing stints. 

“It all starts with a hot goalie,” Aho said. “You trust your own 
goalie.” 

Oilers captain Connor McDavid, the NHL scoring leader with 
75 points, logged less than 2½ minutes in the first period. He 
exited following a high-sticking penalty on Carolina 
defenseman Brady Skjei. McDavid came back at the 
beginning of the second period after receiving what 
Woodcroft referred to as treatment for a laceration and 
dental work. 

RYAN’S WORLD 

Ryan has scored four goals across a two-day period after 
managing four goals in his first 47 games this season. A 
former Carolina player, Ryan has scored four of Edmonton’s 
last five goals.  

PREDICTABLE PATTERN 

There was a similar trend for both Carolina’s home wins 
during this stretch. 

The Hurricanes had three days off before defeating 
Columbus 4-0 on Friday night. They were off Saturday 
before the Oilers arrived. 

In both cases, the opponent had played and won the day 
before at Florida, which leads the Eastern Conference in 
points.  

RINK NOTES 

Oilers center Ryan Nugent-Hopkins missed the game after 
sustaining an upper-body injury during the first period 
Saturday at Florida. Right winger Kailer Yamamoto was out 
of the Edmonton lineup for this first time this season, with 
Woodcroft calling his situation day-to-day with bumps and 
bruises. … Ex-Hurricane Warren Foegele played on the 
visiting team for the first time in Raleigh. He was called for 
offsides on a coach’s challenge, negating a would-be goal in 
the game’s opening minute from McDavid. … Edmonton 
used a coach’s challenge in the second period, wiping out 
Pesce’s tally. 

UP NEXT 

Oilers: At Philadelphia on Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: At Detroit on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

Detroit hosts Carolina after Raymond’s 2-goal game 
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Carolina Hurricanes (37-11-4, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Detroit Red Wings (23-24-6, fifth in the Atlantic) 

Detroit; Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit Detroit after 
Lucas Raymond scored two goals in the Red Wings’ 10-7 
loss to the Maple Leafs. 

The Red Wings are 15-11-2 in Eastern Conference games. 
Detroit averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the seventh-
most in the Eastern Conference. Givani Smith leads the 
team serving 91 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 19-7-3 in Eastern Conference play. 
Carolina ranks sixth in the league recording 9.6 points per 
game, averaging 3.5 goals and 6.1 assists. 

Carolina knocked off Detroit 5-3 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Dec. 16. Nino Niederreiter scored two goals 
for the Hurricanes in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Dylan Larkin leads the Red Wings with 
55 points, scoring 26 goals and adding 29 assists. Moritz 
Seider has one goal and 11 assists over the last 10 games 
for Detroit. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 32 total assists and 
has 55 points. Andrei Svechnikov has six goals over the last 
10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Red Wings: 5-5-0, averaging 3.6 goals, 
6.5 assists, 3.3 penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.8 goals per game with an .882 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging 3.5 goals, 6.1 assists, 4.8 
penalties and 10.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals 
per game with a .923 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Red Wings: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), Tony 
DeAngelo: out (midsection). 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Edmonton Oilers: Game Preview and Hub 

By Sarah A  

Carolina Hurricanes (36-11-4) vs. Edmonton Oilers (29-20-3) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 52 

Sunday, February 27, 2022 - 1:00 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Raise your hand if you’re surprised that a team that decided 
to lean heavily on Mike Smith in goal is having issues?  

Okay, okay, the Oilers’ season can’t all be pinned on 
goaltending, but the team isn’t getting the big saves that they 
need to get them through a game. Outscoring your problems 
might be easy when you’re facing teams that are offensively 
challenged, but what does it mean when you’re up against 
one of the most potent offenses in the league? 

The Oilers faced that issue last night and squeaked by with a 
4-3 win over the Florida Panthers, the highest scoring team 
in the league (4.08 goals per game). Goaltender Mikko 
Koskinen had one of his finest performances of the season, 
and our friends over at Copper and Blue are saying the 
Oilers should consider starting him again tonight, particularly 
given how little he’s played this month.  

For the Hurricanes, it likely doesn’t matter who’s in net. 
They’re coming in off of a commanding win over the Blue 
Jackets on Friday, looking for their fifth straight win. This is 
the sixth time this season that the Hurricanes have been 
sitting on a winning streak of four or more games.  

A win tonight helps keep the Hurricanes atop the 
Metropolitan Division; Pittsburgh currently sits in second, four 
points behind the Hurricanes. The Penguins tonight face off 
against the Blue Jackets, and the third place Rangers play 
against the Canucks, so two points for the Hurricanes are 
crucial to help put some distance between them and the rest 
of the pack. 

For the last time this season, let’s see how the Oilers and 
Hurricanes compare before puck drop:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Oilers 

Record 36-11-4 29-20-3 

Goals/Game 3.51 3.31 

Goals Against/Game 2.37 3.25 

Shots/Game 33.33 33.46 

Category Hurricanes Oilers 

Face Off Win % 53.6% 52.1% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.0% (5th) 27.2% (2nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 90.0% (1st) 76.5% (24th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.44% 52.96% 

ES PDO 101.77 99.27 

PIM/Game 09:18 08:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Mike Smith 

Record 28-7-2 5-6-1 

Save % .929 .891 

GAA 2.06 3.65 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Mikko Koskinen 

Record 7-3-1 18-8-2 

Save % .909 .901 

GAA 2.44 3.13 

Game Notes 

 This is the final time the Hurricanes will face the 
Oilers this season. Their previous matchup was a 3-
1 Hurricanes win on December 11.  

 This is the Oilers first time playing in Raleigh since 
February 16, 2020. They once again came to 
Raleigh on the second half of a back-to-back, 
having played the Panthers the previous night. The 
Oilers won their last game here with a score of 4-3 
in overtime.  
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 Teuvo Teravainen currently is on a seven-game 
point streak, the longest current scoring streak on 
the team.  

 Derek Stepan is still in search of his 500th NHL 
point. He’s been in and out of the lineup, with his 
last game coming on February 21, so he may still 
be searching for a while.  

 Shocking: Connor McDavid once again leads the 
league in points, with 75 in 51 games. Jonathan 
Huberdeau also has 75, so McDavid’s got to share 
some of the spotlight for now. Oilers teammate 
Leon Draisaitl is right behind them with 74 points. 

 Former Hurricane Derek Ryan, now with the Oilers, 
recorded his first career hat trick last night. 

 Key to the game? Score first. The Oilers are 
currently 16-0-0 when scoring first, and are 15-0-0 
when leading after the first period.  

 Today is Kids Day at the game, featuring kids 
singing the anthem, a ton of mascots in attendance, 
kids sounding the siren, a special playlist, and 
more. Sorry in advance for how many times you’ll 
all have to endure Baby Shark or something. 

Projected Lineup 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Andrei Svechnikov - Sebastian Aho - Teuvo Teräväinen  
Seth Jarvis - Vincent Trocheck - Martin Necas  
Nino Niederreiter - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast  
Steven Lorentz - Jesperi Kotkaniemi - Jordan Martinook  

Jaccob Slavin - Brett Pesce  
Brady Skjei - Jalen Chatfield  
Ian Cole - Ethan Bear  

Freddie Andersen 

Edmonton Oilers 

Ryan McLeod - Connor McDavid - Zach Hyman  
Evander Kane - Leon Draisaitl - Kailer Yamamoto  
Warren Foegele - Ryan Nugent-Hopkins - Derek Ryan  
Devin Shore - Colton Sceviour - Tyler Benson 

Darnell Nurse - Tyson Barrie  
William Lagesson - Cody Ceci  
Markus Niemelainen - Evan Bouchard 

Mike Smith  

Out: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (upper body, questionable to 
play), Jesse Puljujarvi (lower body), Kyle Turris, Duncan 
Keith (concussion), Zack Kassian (jaw), Kris Russel.

Teravainen and Aho connect to tie franchsie record as Canes shutdown Oilers’ offense 

By Ryan Henkel  

In a game where the lamp was lit five separate times, only 
three goals actually counted as the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Edmonton Oilers each had goals disallowed in the 2-1 Canes 
win.  

Teuvo Teravainen extended his point-streak to eight games 
as he picked up both a goal and an assist in the win and 
Frederik Andersen turned aside 29 shots. 

Sebastian Aho and Teravainen also tied a franchise record 
for the most goal combinations by a single duo in franchise 
history, and I’d say they have a pretty good chance of 
breaking it in the near future. 

It looked like it was setting up to be a pretty long night as just 
57 seconds into the game, Connor McDavid collected the 
puck in the neutral zone, burst into the Canes zone with 
speed and rifled a shot through the five-hole.  

It was a vintage McDavid play, but unfortunately for him, one 
that would not count. 

Old friend, Warren Foegele, did the Hurricanes one more 
favor as he drifted into the zone well ahead of the puck to 
discount the goal after a Carolina challenge.  

McDavid would then go on to miss the majority of the first 
period after absorbing a heavy, high-stick from Brady Skeji. 

The Canes pounced on that opportunity though, against a 
tired and depleted Edmonton squad, and put up two beautiful 
goals. 

Jalen Chatfield — playing in place of the injured Tony 
DeAngelo — lined the puck to Andrei Svechnikov who 

immediately put it back up to the slot where Teuvo 
Teravainen shot it home. 

And not long after and on a similar play, this time on the 
power play however, it was Svechnikov to Teravainen who 
this time was the one to put it up into the slot where 
Sebastian Aho finished it off. 

It seemed like it was going to be smooth sailing from there 
and with a 3-0 game lead early into the second period, but 
the Canes themselves were the victim of an offsides 
challenge, taking a Brett Pesce goal off the board.  

From there, the momentum swung with McDavid back on the 
ice for the second period. 

The Oilers pressed hard and wouldn’t you know it, Derek 
Ryan of all people sprung himself on a breakaway after 
blocking an Ian Cole shot and slid the puck in five-hole. 

And then soon after that, the Canes’ ice crew needed to 
change a panel of glass during the TV timeout, but it took 
much longer than anticipated after the stanchion got caught 
in the protective netting above.  

After a while, and with a little help from a Carolina Hurricanes 
stick, the stanchion got free and play could resume. 

Edmonton and Carolina exchanged chances back and forth, 
but Andersen and Mike Smith stood tall and put on a solid 
display of goaltending. 

The Oilers mounted one last push in the third with their 
goaltender pulled for the extra attacker, but the Canes’ 
defense was stalwart and held both of Edmonton’s stars off 
the scoresheet. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Pesce, Teravainen on the win over Edmonton 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes held on to thwart the Edmonton 
Oilers and their offensive stars in a 2-1 win at PNC Arena. 

Teuvo Teravainen extended his point streak to eight games 
with a goal and an assist and Frederik Andersen turned 
aside 29 shots. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Sebastian Aho, Brett Pesce and Teuvo Teravainen spoke 
about the game. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the tightness of the game: Crazy how that happens. It 
could have been 3-0 and we’re playing pretty well, but that 
made it a different kind of game. You know, they had the 
same thing though at the start of the game, so I guess those 
sort of cancel out. It was weird. For the amount of high 
offense players in the game, there wasn’t a ton of high-
danger opportunities, but it was a bunch of almosts. You can 
feel it, the way those guys play. Man they’re handful for sure. 
I thought we had a good effort again and obviously I liked the 
result. 

On holding Leon Draisaitl to 0 shots on goal: That’s huge. I 
felt like he was on the ice the whole game. They play those 
guys a lot. They’re two pretty special players for sure. But I 
have to give our guys credit, the defense especially. Those 
are heavy minutes and like I said, if you’re holding that guy to 
zero shots, you’re doing something good. 

On the cleanness of the goals scored: That’s kind of what 
was available. I think the whole key for us, is to understand 
what’s available. What is the bets play. Sometimes you over 
pass it and you talk about that a lot, but those were the plays 
there. The power play was a nice one. We struggled on the 
second power play, it wasn’t clean, but then they got it 
together. Got to give the guys a lot of credit. They got 
themselves together and had a plan and executed pretty 
well. 

On if he likes these tight games: No, no. The kinds of games 
I like best are the ones from the night before where it’s 4-0 in 
the third and are rolling all four lines. Tonight, some guys I 
couldn't get them out there the way I like to. Just the way it 
was kind of rolling. It was an interesting kind of game that 
way. 

On Teuvo Teravainen shooting the puck more: I don’t know 
how much he listens to me, to be honest with you. He’s got a 
rocket shot. It’s deceiving. It doesn’t look like it because he 
doesn’t really lean into it, but it comes off his stick really well. 
Love it when he’s shooting the puck. 

On if his shot seems better this year: It’s probably just 
because you’re seeing it more. I think it’s the same, it’s just 
now you’re seeing him do it more and it’s like, ‘Wait, where’s 
that been?’ It’s always been there. 

On if Teravainen has another level to reach in terms of goal 
scoring: I always will say that you can get better. There’s 
always something. It’s tough when you’re talking about elite 
athletes, but to me, it’s the consistency of it. Can you do it 

shift after shift and game after game. And right now they’re 
showing it, which is why they’re having the results. 

On what he likes the best about Frederik Andersen’s game: 
He stops the puck. He’s calm in there, so he makes you feel 
calm. Even when you have a really good chance coming at 
you, the way he plays it makes you feel like, ‘Oh, that wasn’t 
as good of a chance.’ Makes you feel like it’s not going so 
bad. I think he calms the group down with the way he plays 
and obviously he’s stopping the puck at a high rate. That 
helps. 

On Brett Pesce and Jaccob Slavin going toe to toe with the 
best players in the game: I think if you just go back against 
these guys in the last couple of years, it’s pretty much the 
same story. We’ve got some pretty good defenders back 
there that are matching up against those guys. 

On the Sebastian Aho line rising up to the challenge of facing 
that top competition: As a player, you like having those 
opportunities. Doesn’t happen all that often when you play 
them only twice a year. But the other night too, with [Aho] 
playing against Crosby. You get a little more excited for 
games like that for sure. 

On Connor McDavid’s disallowed goal seeming like it was 
going to be a long night: A little bit, but you show it, you talk 
about it before the game, the team knows it’s coming. That’s 
how elite players are. You know that they’re there, you know 
what they’re going to do and you still can’t stop it. That’s how 
you become an elite player. Everybody knows what you’re 
doing. Everybody knows that he’s going come in and build 
speed, they’re going to kick it out underneath to him and you 
can’t stop it. That’s just how it goes. We got lucky for sure on 
that one. 

Sebastian Aho 

On having the chance to play against guys like McDavid and 
Draisaitl: It’s definitely fun. They are top players in this 
league. McDavid has unbelievable speed and skill and is just 
an elite player. It’s a fun challenge, I’m not going to lie. Just 
enjoyed playing against him because you want to beat the 
best, right? It was a good challenge and we got the win 
which is the most important thing. 

On the strangeness of the game: The second period took so 
long to get back going, but yeah. I thought that we got a little 
momentum on their offside goal where we challenged and it 
was a good challenge and then the same thing kind of 
happened in the second. It should have been 3-0 and all of 
the momentum for us, but they made a nice challenge there. 
They got a little momentum there. It was definitely a weird 
game. A lot of stuff that doesn’t often happen. 

On why the penalty kill is so successful: Probably starts with 
the hot goalie. You can trust your own goalie and he’s 
always the most important guy on the PK. He allows you to 
up the pressure on the ice because you know he’s going to 
make the save if we do something stupid out there. Probably 
starts from that and obviously I’ve been playing with 
[Teravainen] for quite a bit. We read off of each other. We 
have elite defensemen. Probably those things. 
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On him and Teravainen tying the franchise record for most 
goals connected on with 171: Cool. He’s a great player and 
fun to play with. Hopefully we score a lot more. 

On scoring two pretty goals: It’s not always like that where 
you can make five straight pass tape-to-tape and then you 
score a goal, but those were nice plays by us. I think we 
started on time and created those chances and they were big 
goals early on. It was enough for us. 

Brett Pesce 

On his almost goal: Thanks. Wish it counted. Damn. 

On what it’s like playing against McDavid and Draisaitl: It’s 
hard. Obviously they’re two of the best players in the world. 
The thing with McDavid is that you try and stay tight on him 
as much as you can, but he’ll just blow right by you. It’s kind 
of tough to defend those guys, but obviously I thought we did 
a really good job of it tonight. 

On what he was thinking when McDavid flew down and 
scored right away: I was thinking it might have been a long 
afternoon, that’s for sure. Thankfully, we got a bounce and it 
was offsides, so it was all good. 

On what he’d want more: a goal or keeping McDavid and 
Draisaitl off the board: Keeping McDavid and Draisaitl with 
no points. I’m a D-man. I don’t score much anyway. It was 
good keeping them off the board for sure. 

On the penalty killing: It was good today. I just think we have 
a good system in place and we all buy in. Everyone’s willing 
to block a shot and I think everyone does a good job when 
it’s time to jump on them and try to get after them and take 
away their space. We’re just so in sync. Whoever’s out there. 
The four guys that are out there just are intact with each 
other and we’re really confident right now too. 

On if this is the most cohesive penalty killing unit he’s been a 
part of: Yeah. I’d say that. 

On the team getting better at closing out games: I think the 
games that we gave up goals at 6-on-5 some of them were 
just tough bounces going to the guy backdoor. It’s going to 
happen. It goes back to our systems. We have a good 
structure at 6-on-5 and we have the guys to do it and be 
successful. Definitely coming along. 

On Teravainan and Aho: Everyone talks about Draisaitl and 
McDavid, but we’re fortunate to have those two. They’re 
world class players. They both just think the game so well 
and their skill is unmatched. They feed off of each other and 
I’ve been lucky to watch them together for five years now. 
We’re blessed to have those guys, that’s for sure. 

On if the long delay was a distraction: Nah. It is what it is and 
honestly, I thought it was kind of funny. The crowd getting 
into it and cheering. I thought it was funny. The big ladder 
going out onto the ice. If I was that guy I’d be feeling the 
pressure. Kind of felt bad for the guy, that’s for sure. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On if he was aware of him and Aho tying the franchise 
record: Actually, KK told me in the middle of the game and I 
was like, ‘Okay, let’s just focus on the game.’ I don’t know 
how he knew.  

On what makes Aho so special: It’s really not a secret, he’s 
just a good player. He thinks the game fast and skates well. 
He’s just a good player. 

On playing against Draisaitl and McDavid: We don’t play 
them too much, but it’s for sure a special game. best players 
in the world for sure. You just now what kind of game it’s 
going to be. Probably were going to playa bunch against 
them, so a lot of minutes. Thought we did a good job today. 

On the defense today: Really good. Penalty kill and 
everything. Just playing hard, winning battles and blocking 
shots. Everything was good. 

On shooting the puck more: It just sometimes goes in more, 
sometimes not. Everybody’s trying to tell me to shoot the 
puck more so when I get the chance, I try to shoot more. 

On who’s telling him to shoot more: Coach, of course. 
Teammates, sometimes. You guys, sometimes.  

On if Brind’Amour harps on it more: Of course. I always try to 
look for the play. If it’s there, I pass. If not, I’ll try to shoot 
sometimes too. 

On scoring two pretty goals today: It’s not everyday that 
you’re going to score nice goals like that, but you just have to 
work and get the bounces where it goes off your foot or 
something. Today, it was a couple of nice plays. It’s nice to 
put those ones in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 28, 2022 

 

 

Canes passing, penalty kill shuts down Oilers  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes outplayed the Edmonton Oilers with 
a 2-1 home victory on Sunday, Feb. 27. Left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen and center Sebastian Aho simply outshined 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl of the Oilers with stellar 
passing and team play. 

The Canes (37-11-4) executed a solid win over the Oilers 
(29-21-3) with a pair of peak examples of tic-tac-toe passing, 
both in the first period. The game-opening goal featured all 
five skaters making quick passes in the offensive zone, 
culminating in Teräväinen’s 15th goal of the season assisted 
by right wing Andrei Svechnikov and defenseman Jalen 
Chatfield. 

“It's not always like that,” Aho said. “Make five straight 
passes tape to tape and then you score a goal, but yeah, 
those were nice plays by us. I think we started on time, we 
created those chances and obviously big goals early on and 
it was enough for us.” 

The trademark “SAT” line of Svechnikov, Aho and 
Teräväinen was involved in both Hurricanes goals. The trio 
was on the ice for the opening goal and later teamed up for 
Aho’s power play goal that stretched the lead to 2-0 by the 
first intermission. 

The Teräväinen-Aho connection hit for the 171st time in their 
careers on that second goal, putting them at the top of the 
all-time Hurricanes franchise leaderboard for most goal 
combinations by a single duo. The current record is now a tie 

between them and Kevin Dineen and Ron Francis, who set 
the record across two stints in 1984-91 and 1998-99. 

Edmonton rolled out a dynamic duo of their own with 
McDavid and Draisaitl, but neither Oiler made much of an 
impact on the game. McDavid missed most of the first period 
after taking a high stick from defenseman Brady Skjei while 
Carolina smothered Draisaitl throughout the game, not 
allowing him to register any shots on goal. 

“Obviously they’re two of the best players in the world,” said 
defenseman Brett Pesce. “The thing with McDavid is that you 
try and stay tight on him as much as you can, but he’ll just 
blow right by you. It’s kind of tough to defend those guys, but 
obviously I thought we did a really good job of it tonight.” 

The Canes penalty kill played a big part in Carolina’s 
success in containing McDavid and Draisaitl. Edmonton 
boasts the third-best power play in the NHL, but the 
Hurricanes league-best PK unit held the Oilers to 0-for-4 on 
power play chances. 

“I just think we have a good system in place and we all buy 
in,” Pesce said. “Everyone’s willing to block a shot and I think 
everyone does a good job when it’s time to jump on them 
and try to get after them and take away their space. We’re 
just so in sync, whoever’s out there. The four guys that are 
out there are intact with each other and we’re really confident 
right now too. 

The Hurricanes will hit the road again for a matchup with the 
Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday, March 1. Puck drops at 7:30 
p.m. 
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Wolves’ overtime winner overturned 

After having Josh Leivo’s game-winning goal in overtime 
overturned, the Chicago Wolves went to the shootout and 
wound up on the short end of a 4-3 verdict to the Manitoba 
Moose Sunday afternoon at Canada Life Centre. 

Forwards CJ Smith and Maxim Letunov and defenseman 
Josh Jacobs scored for the Wolves (30-10-4-4), who earned 
3 of a possible 4 points during their weekend trip to 
Winnipeg. Chicago holds an 11-point lead over Manitoba 
(27-17-2-1) in the Central Division chase. 

The Wolves drew a power play just 15 seconds into the 
game and Smith took advantage at 1:23 with his 16th goal of 
the year. David Gust zipped down the right wing, spied Smith 
open just above the crease and set him up for a quick chip 
over Philippe Desrosiers’ blocker. 

Manitoba answered just 27 seconds later as the Moose 
turned a 2-on-0 breakaway into a Greg Meireles one-timer to 
make it 1-1 at 1:50. 

The Wolves’ second power-play unit came through again on 
the game’s second power play to take a 2-1 lead at 9:42. 
Smith wristed a shot from the top of the right circle that 
Desrosiers blocked, but Letunov was right on the doorstep to 
knock home the rebound. 

Chicago pushed its lead to 3-1 on Jacobs’ blast from the 
point that ticked off Desrosiers’ glove at 10:49 of the first. 

Jack Drury set up Jacobs’ one-timer for his third goal of the 
year. With the Wolves owning three goals on five shots, 
Manitoba removed Desrosiers in favor of rookie Arvid Holm. 

The Moose pulled even during the second period as Bobby 
Lynch sent a wrister through traffic at 5:18 and Evan Polei 
knocked one home from the slot at 18:12. 

The officials initially ruled Leivo scored 38 seconds into 
overtime. Then they gathered and determined when 
defenseman Ville Heinola knocked Andrew Poturalski into 
the net, Poturalski infringed on Holm’s ability to stop Leivo’s 
rebound from short range. 

Poturalski scored for the Wolves in the second round of the 
shootout to force extra rounds, but Manitoba’s Jeff Malott 
tallied in the fourth to give the Moose the extra point. 

Wolves goaltender Jack LaFontaine (1-0-4) posted a career-
high 31 saves while Holm (9-6-1) stopped all 24 shots he 
faced during regulation and overtime as well as 3 of 4 in the 
shootout. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena for three home games 
this week. They host the Texas Stars at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
and Saturday, then welcome the Iowa Wild at 3 p.m. Sunday. 
The first 2,500 fans Saturday receive a Wolves Snow Globe, 
courtesy of Jewel-Osco. To get the best ticket specials, email 
a team representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Hurricanes hold off high-flying Connor McDavid and the Oilers, win 5th 
game in a row 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, UPDATED FEBRUARY 27, 2022 7:32 PM 

 

Sometimes, it is just a matter of inches. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were seemingly on their way to a comfortable 
victory Sunday over the Edmonton Oilers. A sellout crowd at PNC Arena 
was on its feet and loud as defenseman Brett Pesce blistered a shot past 
goalie Mike Smith off the rush. 

Then, in a matter of seconds, it all turned. The Canes won, but it was 
anything but comfortable, a hard-earned 2-1 victory that Carolina’s fifth in 
a row. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and assist to extend his personal point 
streak to eight games, Sebastian Aho scored a power-play goal and 
goalie Frederik Andersen had 29 saves in his 29th win of the season. 
The Hurricanes (37-11-4) were flawless in killing penalties Sunday and 
held two of the most skilled players in the world -- Edmonton’s Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl -- without a point. 

The Pesce goal, which would have given the Canes a 3-0 lead three 
minutes into the second period, was disallowed after the Oilers 
challenged for offside on the play. After review, Canes winger Andrei 
Svechnikov, who was trying to straddle the Edmonton blue line, was 
ruled to have been an inch or two offside on the entry. 

No goal, no 3-0 lead. Instead, it would be a tight game the rest of the 
way. 

“It’s crazy how that happens, right?” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“It’s 3-0, we’re playing pretty well. That would have been maybe a 
different kind of game. But they had the same thing happen early in the 
game. It might have been different if they get it, so I guess those kind of 
cancel out. 

“It was weird. For the amount of high offensive players in the game there 
wasn’t a ton of Grade-A opportunities but there were a bunch of almosts.” 

McDavid sped down the right wing and scored in the first minute of the 
game, only to have his goal disallowed when Warren Foegele, a former 
Canes forward, was ruled offside after a successful challenge by 
Brind’Amour. 

“I was thinking it could be a long afternoon, that’s for sure, but thankfully 
we got a bounce and it was offside,” Pesce said. 

McDavid then was high-sticked a few minutes later by defenseman Brady 
Skjei, chipping some teeth and suffering a laceration, missing most of the 
first period. 

McDavid would return in the second and finished with five of the Oilers’ 
30 shots. It was a tougher game for Draisaitl, whose has 36 goals and 

trails only Toronto’s Auston Matthews in the NHL. Draisaitl did not have a 
shot on goal and lost 15 of 19 faceoffs. 

“That’s huge,” Brind’Amour said. “It felt like (Draisaitl) was on the ice the 
whole game. They play those guys a lot and I would, too. They’re pretty 
special players. But I give our guys a lot of credit. Our defense especially 
logged a lot of minutes and they’re heavy minutes.” 

The Oilers (29-21-3) got their goal from their hottest offensive player, 
Derek Ryan. The former Canes forward, who had a hat trick Saturday at 
Florida, blocked a shot by defenseman Ian Cole, raced after the puck 
and beat Andersen early in the second period. 

Just like that, it was a 2-1 game. And a lot of pizzazz in the game was 
later lost when it took a long time to repair a section of glass. By the time 
the stanchion was successfully lowered into place, both teams had been 
sitting or standing for a lengthy stretch. 

“It definitely was a weird game, with a lot of stuff happening,” Aho said. 

Teravainen and Aho scored for the Hurricanes in the first period, both 
goals coming after some crisp puck movement. Teravainen’s goal was 
his 15th of the season and Aho took a nice pass from Teravainen in the 
slot in scoring his 23rd. 

It was the 171st time the two Finns have teamed up on goals, tying a 
franchise record set by Ron Francis and Kevin Dineen for most shared 
goals by a duo of players. 

“Everybody talks about Draisaitl and McDavid and we’re fortunate to 
have those two,” Pesce said. “They’re world-class players. They both 
think the game so well and obviously their skill is unmatched.” 

The Oilers were shocked to see McDavid leave the ice in pain, his mouth 
bloodied in the first period after taking the high stick from Skjei. The 
Canes killed off the four minutes in the double minor as McDavid was 
kept out the final 14:20 of the first -- a big opportunity for the Oilers but 
without their best player. 

The Oilers began the second period with 83 seconds of power-play time 
after a late first-period penalty on Svechnikov. The Canes killed it off but 
the Oilers and stayed on the attack, outshooting the Canes 16-6 in the 
period. 

On Friday, the Canes beat a Columbus Blue Jackets team that had faced 
the Panthers the night before and was completing a back-to-back. The 
Oilers were in the same position after playing at Florida, but were 
anything but fatigued. 
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Oilers star Connor McDavid returns against Hurricanes after scary first-
period injury 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER, UPDATED FEBRUARY 27, 2022 3:13 PM 
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Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid left the ice with an injury Sunday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes and remained in the locker room for the 
remainder of the first period. 

He eventually rejoined the game for the second period. Just as the period 
was about to begin, McDavid skated out from the visitors’ tunnel and 
directly onto the ice to start the period for the Oilers. 

McDavid, the captain of the Edmonton Oilers and a leading candidate for 
both the league’s MVP and scoring awards, was trailing the play on an 
Edmonton zone entry when he caught a stick up high from Brady Skjei 
and crumbled to the ice. 

At the ensuing whistle, at 5:40 of the first period, Skjei was assessed a 
four-minute double minor for high-sticking, an automatic call if the 
infraction draws blood. 

McDavid, with his hands covering his face, left the ice. 

Though the injury happened early in the frame, McDavid had already 
racked up 2:19 of ice time. He also thought he’d scored a goal. 

Just minutes into the game, McDavid raced up the right side of the ice 
around the Carolina defense and fired the puck between Frederik 
Andersen’s pads and into the cage. But almost immediately, the Carolina 
bench challenged the play for offside. 

After a short review, former Hurricanes forward Warren Foegele was 
indeed a step offside, and the goal was taken off the board. 
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How Marguerite Norris, Colleen Howe and Marian Ilitch shaped Detroit 
Red Wings 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

One stood up to a man who later would dismantle the Detroit Red Wings 
at a successful time, one played a key role in hockey players being 
recognized as the entertainers they are, and one steadied the franchise 
through a turbulent time. 

The impacts of Marguerite Norris, Colleen Howe and Marian Ilitch on the 
franchise span decades and include multiple Stanley Cup 
championships. To use hockey parlance, they created time and space for 
themselves in a business that remains overwhelmingly male and forged 
lasting legacies.  

March is Women's History Month, an opportune time to celebrate how 
Norris, Howe and Ilitch helped shaped the NHL's most successful U.S.-
based franchise. 

Marguerite Norris  

On April 14, 1955, the Wings won the Stanley Cup for the second time in 
three years. On Dec. 4, James E Norris, who purchased the franchise in 
1932 and changed the name from the Falcons, died of a heart attack. His 
will revealed he wanted his youngest child to succeed him as president of 
the Wings and Olympia Stadium. Marguerite, a graduate of Smith 
College, was 25 when she became the first female chief executive in the 
NHL. Unlike her father, she moved to Detroit to carry out her duties. 
Under her leadership, the Wings finished first three times and won the 
Stanley Cup twice. She was the first woman to have her named inscribed 
on the Cup, and the only one until Calgary Flames co-owner Sonia 
Scurfield in 1989. Norris was known for her sense of humor and her 
strength. 

Years later, Gordie Howe in his book, "Mr. Hockey: My Story,"  lauded 
Norris for how deftly she handled Jack Adams, the ornery, trade-happy 
veteran general manager who had been appointed to the NHL Board of 
Governors upon James Norris’ death. “I don’t know how Mr. Adams felt 
about his new team president, but I’m sure he wasn’t thrilled about a 
woman in her 20s handing down his marching orders, ” Howe wrote in 
2014. "I found her to be both smart and capable. Others I talked to felt 
the same way. She was good for the club, but unfortunately she didn’t 
stick around for as long as anyone would have liked. A few years into the 
job, she was ousted by her older brother, Bruce. 

"In retrospect, it's easy to see how bad the family infighting was for the 
team. Marguerite was a much more thoughtful owner than her brother, 
who could be something of a bully. I don't think it's coincidence that 
Marguerite's time in charge coincided with some of the greatest years in 
franchise history. As president, she had enough juice to check Trader 
Jack's instincts to upset the apple cart. It's hard to say how many Stanley 
Cups we might have won if she had stuck around longer."  

Shortly after the Wings won their second consecutive Cup in 1955, Bruce 
Norris replaced Marguerite as president. That offseason, Adams traded 
numerous players, including goalie Terry Sawchuk. "Bruce's hockey 
acumen was no match for his sister's, which was good for Mr. Adams but 
bad for the rest of us," Howe wrote. "The dismantling of the Red Wings 
juggernaut cleared the way for Montreal, who went on to win five Cups in 
a row. ... It's easy to see how those trades sapped us of the firepower we 
needed to win another championship." 

Though the Wings went into a decline under Bruce Norris, he was 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1969. In 1982, after being 
booed at Joe Louis Arena during an event to celebrate 50 years of Norris 
ownership of the Wings, Bruce sold the team to Mike and Marian Ilitch.  

Marguerite Norris died in 1994. Despite being a pioneer in her field, she 
has not been inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.  

Colleen Howe  

Colleen Joffa was 20 years old when she married Gordie Howe in 1953, 
two years after meeting him at a bowling alley near Olympia Stadium. 
She was his wife for more than five decades — and she was also an 
integral part of Howe's success, as his agent and business partner. She 
oversaw much of Howe's remarkable 32-year career and later that of 
their sons, Marty and Mark, and in doing so became the first female 
agent in pro hockey.  

Colleen Howe fought for her husband to be recognized as the superstar 
entertainer that he was, but her sense of fairness extended beyond her 
own family. She fought for fellow hockey wives, who in the 1950s were 
"treated like second-class citizens," Mark said in 2019. "She wanted them 
to be recognized. When she believed in something, she went at it 100%. 
When she had an idea, it was very hard to deter her. And generally all 
her ideas were about making the quality of life better in hockey.” 

Known as a tough negotiator, Colleen handled Gordie's first promotional 
contract with Easton Corp., a major maker of hockey equipment, in 1958. 
Through stonewalling and bluffing, she executed a 12-year contract that 
paid Howe $20,000 annually. In 1969, the year Gordie turned 41, she 
encouraged him to demand a higher salary from Bruce Norris. Norris 
capitulated and raised Howe's salary from $45,000 to $100,000 — and 
privately blamed Colleen.  

It was Colleen who orchestrated Gordie’s return at age 45, after a two-
year retirement, to play with Mark and Marty for the Houston Aeros of the 
World Hockey Association. It was Colleen who founded the first Junior A 
team in the United States, the Detroit Junior Wings; who developed the 
first private indoor rink in Michigan, Gordie Howe Hockeyland in St. Clair 
Shores; who created the Howe Foundation, a charity to bring hockey to 
the less fortunate; and it was Colleen who trademarked Gordie as "Mr. 
Hockey" and herself as "Mrs. Hockey." She knew poverty as a child, then 
spent her adult life fighting for others to be recognized and enriched for 
their value.  
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Marian Ilitch  

Marian Ilitch wanted her husband to be the public face of the Wings when 
they expanded their empire from pizza in 1982 and bought the Wings for 
$8 million, but those who worked closely with the Ilitches describe Marian 
as having had a crucial effect on the team's resurgence.  

“She was a stabilizing force for the team and for her husband,” executive 
vice president Jimmy Devellano said in 2019. “She was a very steadying 
influence on Mike. She was a great sounding board." 

Devellano was hired by the Ilitches to be general manager in July 1982. 
When they bought the team, there were 2,100 season ticket holders. 
Marian Ilitch set to work answering the phones at the box office at Joe 
Louis Arena, and as a working mother, she brought her older children 
with her. Together they set up tables near the Alumni Row and worked 
the phones trying to sell tickets. 

“We wanted to emphasize to the kids that it is a business, and that the 
bottom line is that you must get customers in the door,” Marian said in a 
1988 interview. “By working the box office, we talked to our customers. 
It's basically the same in all business. You have to know what you’re 
selling and what the customer is telling you.” 

Marian was also a firm believer in stability and patience. As the Wings 
grew more successful, the lack of a Stanley Cup through the first decade 
of ownership and beyond created tension as fans demanded change. 

“She’s been a rock for the franchise," Devellano said. "Mike, of course, 
was the driver, but there were many, many times we would get Marian 
involved because we had important decisions to make, and she was rock 
solid. In the early years, when I had problems — whether it be players or 
the media or what have you, we weren’t doing very good — she really 
had my back. She was for stability.” 

Mike Ilitch had courted Marian Bayoff by taking her to Wings games at 
Olympia Stadium. As owner, she watched games at The Joe from her 
seat among fans in Section 218 or in her suite.  

“She was so friendly to me, to most everybody,” Bruce Martyn, the radio 
voice of the Wings from 1964-95, said in 2019. “She really nursed 
everything back to order. Mike would lose his temper sometimes and she 
would temper him.” 

In June, it will have been 40 years since Mike and Marian Ilitch bought 
the Wings. The franchise has four Stanley Cups during their ownership.  
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Losing in-game 'battles' vs. Maple Leafs sticks with Red Wings, not 
comeback 

 

TED KULFAN   | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — It would have been a remarkable comeback, one for the ages, 
but coach Jeff Blashill wasn't fooled. 

Had the Red Wings come all the way back Saturday and somehow 
defeated the Toronto Maple Leafs — they lost 10-7, after entering the 
third period trailing 7-2 — it would have been a milestone game in the 
history of the longtime Original Six rivals. 

But the Wings' rally fell short. They lost, and the stench of the first 40 
minutes was more on the Blashill's mind than a furious third-period 
comeback. 

Add it all up, and this game wasn't one of the Wings' best.  

"I don't have mixed emotions," said Blashill, when asked if there were 
mixed feelings about the final outcome. "I can look at things through clear 
eyes and I know it would have been great to come back and win, and it 
would have been exciting and awesome, but there's no doubt I also know 
if we did that, that's not good enough. I'm worried about making sure it's 
better than that." 

It's the first two periods that were so costly, and ugly, for the Wings. 

After a lackluster practice Friday, the Wings carried that lack of 
momentum into facing the Leafs, and it cost them dearly. 

Toronto absolutely dominated from the start, and the Wings couldn't 
match the energy level. 

“We lost every puck race, every puck battle, every competition battle,” 
Blashill said. “If you lose those types of battles, I don’t care what 
happens, you’re going to get scored on. 

“These games are a test for us, and you better understand how much we 
have to compete and work and sacrifice. We finally started doing that in 
the third, both offensively and defensively. We gave up some chances 
but some of that is you’re probably taking some chances, (but) in the 
third we competed, we worked, we sacrificed, we blocked shots. The first 
two we didn’t compete, didn’t work, didn’t sacrifice. 

"The only chance for our team to do anything special is to be 
extraordinary in our compete, our work and our sacrifice.” 

The players got the message and weren't fooled, either. 

The boos at Little Caesars Arena after the end of the second period were 
a reminder of how the Wings were playing. 

“Embarrassing; we just had no pulse,” defenseman Marc Staal said. “We 
deserved to be where we were. We didn’t deserve to win, that’s for sure. 

"We're out of the game and we started scoring like crazy. I was happy 
our fans stuck around, to be honest. They gave us a big boost there, a lot 
of energy. They were pumped up and it got us rolling. It was a fantastic 
crowd to stick with us there." 

But from the game perspective? 

"There just wasn’t a lot there to like," Staal said. 

What helped get the Wings back into the game — along with shoddy 
Maple Leafs goaltending and defensive work — was the Wings simply 
getting the puck toward the net. 

An inability to do so, or desire to do so, through the first two periods 
contributed to the Wings trailing, 7-2. 

“If you look at the third (period), if I’m a player I’m looking at how did we 
have success — we got pucks in behind them, we played in their end 
and we shot pucks,” Blashill said. “For whatever reason we refused to 
shoot the puck before that point and probably didn’t shoot it enough after 
we got it close.” 

But ultimately, as Blashill said, it was all "fool's gold." 

Yes, the Wings stormed back and made it a close, exciting game, and 
fans, generally, went home entertained. 

But the underlying themes were all the areas the Wings broke down, the 
stockpiling of defensive issues, inefficient goaltending from Alex 
Nedeljkovic and Thomas Greiss (although the defense in front of them 
certainly didn't help), and a surprising lack of emotion in a big game 
atmosphere. 

With three more games this week against three of the best teams in the 
NHL (Carolina at home Tuesday, then road games Friday and Saturday 
in Tampa and Florida, respectively), the Wings have to be way better. 

“It’s great that we were able to finally start shooting the puck and pucks 
went in late, but at the end of the day it’s fool’s gold,” Blashill said. “That’s 
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not good enough. Our guys know that, I hope our guys know that. What 
happened out there (Saturday) wasn’t good enough.” 

Detroit News LOADED: 02.28.2022 

1236830 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Red Wings hope lessons were learned from previous game vs. Leafs 

 

Updated: Feb. 26, 2022, 12:29 p.m. | Published: Feb. 26, 2022, 12:29 
p.m. 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs dealt the Detroit Red Wings their most bitter 
defeat of the season in their most recent visit to Little Caesars Arena. 

The Red Wings had played outstanding for nearly 2½ periods on Jan. 29 
before a disastrous eight-minute stretch, during which Toronto scored 
five unanswered goals including a pair of empty-netters, for a 7-4 victory. 

The Red Wings hope lessons learned from that night will carry over into 
tonight’s game vs. the Leafs at LCA (7:30, Bally Sports Detroit). 

“They’re a great offensive team and if you don’t make them defend a lot, 
they’re going to put tons of pressure on you and you have to be 
outstanding defensively,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “Eventually, 
if you defend too much you’re going to break down at some point, 
especially against a real good offensive team. If you ask me what the 
difference was from the first part of the game to the second part of the 
game, especially as they pushed more, we didn’t spend enough time in 
their zone and we spent too much time in our zone and we broke down 
and they capitalized. 

“Anytime you got a lead late in the third period, a good lead there for a 
while, and you lose it in regulation, it stings. Those sting hard because 
you know those are there to be won. Obviously, this is a team that is a 
rival team for both organizations and it was a great crowd, should have 
been a great night and we weren’t able to finish the job.” 

The Red Wings (23-23-6) haven’t been more than one game above or 
below .500 (excluding overtime/shootout losses) since mid-December. 
They haven’t been as sharp at home since then (4-7-1). 

Toronto (33-14-4) is 3-4-1 in its past eight. The Leafs have the top-rated 
power play in the NHL (30 percent) and are fifth in goals per game (3.53). 
They have five players with 43 or more points, led by Auston Matthews 
(64 points, including league-leading 36 goals). 

The Leafs have won five in a row against the Red Wings, outscoring 
them 27-11. 

Toronto is 14-1-2 in its past 17 vs. Detroit, whose lone regulation win 
during that stretch was on Dec. 15, 2017 (3-1), in the first meeting 
between the teams at LCA. 

As always when Toronto is in town, there will be a lot of Leafs fans in the 
building. 

“I’d like it to be all red but the fact that it’s filtered with some blue in there 
makes for a raucous crowd for sure,” Blashill said. “They go back and 
forth and it’s an awesome environment, one of the best environments we 
play in every year, and I expect it to be the same tonight.” 

This game originally was scheduled to be played in Toronto but was 
switched due to COVID-19 attendance restrictions in Canada. The April 
26 game between the teams, originally scheduled for LCA, will be played 
in Toronto. 

Blashill said everyone who played in Wednesday’s 5-2 loss to Colorado 
is available tonight. 
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Hall of Famer blasts ‘liar’ Ovechkin, calls on NHL to suspend Russian 
players amid Ukraine invasion 

 

By Jacob Calvin Meyer - The Washington Times - Sunday, February 27, 
2022 

 

Alex Ovechkin’s much-anticipated press conference on Friday drew 
many different reactions. Some praised the Capitals star from saying “no 
more war,” while others criticized him for obfuscating when asked about 
his past support of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

But few were as critical of the Capitals star as Hall of Famer Dominik 
Hasek, who called Ovechkin a “liar” and “chicken s***.” 

“What!? Not only an alibist, a chicken s***, but also a liar!” tweeted 
Hasek, a Czech Republic native, about Ovechkin. “Every adult in Europe 
knows well, that Putin is a mad killer and that Russia is waging an 
offensive war against the free country and its people.” 

Hasek, 57, was responding to a story about Ovechkin’s press 
conference, in which the 36-year-old Russian native said: “Please, no 
more war. It doesn’t matter who is in the war, Russia, Ukraine, different 
countries. I think we live in a world that we have to live in peace.”  

What!? Not only an alibist, a chicken shit, but also a liar! Every adult in 
Europe knows well, that Putin is a mad killer and that Russia is waging 
an offensive war against the free country and its people. The NHL must 
immediately suspend contracts(contin)https://t.co/BQnQaf76L7 

— Dominik Hasek (@hasek_dominik) February 26, 2022 

However, when Ovechkin was asked if he still supports Putin, he dodged 
the question. Ovechkin’s profile picture on Instagram is still a photo of 
him and Putin, whom Ovechkin campaigned for in 2017.  

“He‘s my president,” Ovechkin said Friday. “But like I said, I’m not in 
politics. I’m an athlete. I hope everything is going to be done soon. It’s a 
hard situation right now for both sides.” 

Hasek, who played 16 seasons in the NHL as a goaltender with the 
Blackhawks, Sabres, Senators and Red Wings, also called on the league 
to suspend all Russian players.  

“The NHL must immediately suspend contracts for all Russian players!” 
Hasek tweeted. “Every athlete represents not only himself and his club, 
but also his country and its values and actions. That is a fact. If the NHL 
does not do so, it has indirect co-responsibility for the dead in Ukraine. 

“I also want to write, that I am very sorry for those Russian athletes, who 
condemn V. Putin and his Russian aggression in Ukraine. However, at 
the moment I also consider their exclusion a necessity.” 
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Defenseman Mark Friedman's 'save' allows Penguins to come back 
against Blue Jackets 
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When you’ve largely been a health scratch for a stretch ranging from 
before Thanksgiving to after Valentine’s Day, you’re probably not going 
to be overly finicky over where you might find some ice time when you 
finally do get into the lineup. 

Mark Friedman sure isn’t. 

“I don’t care,” the Penguins defenseman said. “I don’t care if it’s center, 
left wing or left (defenseman).” 

The right-handed defenseman, who is currently manning the left side of 
the Penguins’ third pairing, was in the perfect position on Sunday night 
during the Penguins’ 3-2 comeback win against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at Nationwide Arena. 

A desperate goal line “save” by Friedman midway through the third 
period prevented the hosts from scoring a third goal and allowed the 
visitors – buoyed by late goals from superstar forwards Evgeni Malkin 
and Sidney Crosby - to overcome a one-goal deficit and escape with an 
improbable victory. 

“It was a big save,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said to media in 
Columbus. “It was an important one at that particular point in the game.” 

With the Blue Jackets up 2-1, Columbus forward Emil Bemstrom came 
close to putting his team up by two goals at 9:12 of the third period. After 
he put a backhander off the right post of the Penguins’ net, the puck 
ricocheted off goaltender Casey DeSmith’s right skate and slid towards 
the cage. But before it could cross the goal line, Friedman scooped the 
puck out with his forehand and cleared it out of danger. 

Friedman, a healthy scratch for 39 of 40 games between Nov. 13 and 
Feb. 24 before replacing injured defenseman Mike Matheson in a 1-0 
home win against the New York Rangers on Saturday, has grown to 
appreciate any chance he has to be in the lineup. 

His goaltender certainly appreciated Friedman’s presence on Sunday. 

“We’ll see what he wants,” DeSmith said when asked if he felt an 
obligation to reward Friedman. “But whatever he wants, he’s going to get 
it.” 

The Blue Jackets got the first lead 4:43 into regulation. After a defensive 
zone turnover by Penguins defenseman Brian Dumoulin, Blue Jackets 
forward Jakub Voracek accepted the charity and ripped a wild wrister 
from the left circle that missed the mark and caromed off the end boards. 
Blue Jackets forward Jack Roslovic claimed the rebound on the right half 
wall and snapped a cross-ice pass to the left circle for linemate Oliver 
Bjorkstrand who stroked a one-timer under DeSmith’s blocker on the 
near side for his 17th goal of the season and the 100th of his career. 
Roslovic and Voracek had assists. 

Things were tied late in the first period at 19:11 mark thanks to an 
unlikely source in Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel who scored his 
second goal on an anarchic sequence. Under pressure from Malkin, Blue 
Jackets defenseman Andrew Peeke fumbled the puck in his own right 
circle. Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen claimed the puck in the slot 
and whipped a quick forehand shot on net that was rejected by 
goaltender Elvis Merzlikins. 

Chasing down the rebound in the left circle, Kapanen fed a pass to the 
left half wall for Malkin who directed an imprecise pass attempt wide to 
the far side. The puck ricocheted off the right corner boards to the near 
half wall where Ruhwedel chased it down and immediately chucked a 
wrister that glanced off the left arm of Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav 
Gavrikov and sailed past Merzlikins’ glove on the near side. Assists went 
to Malkin and Kapanen. 

Roslovic reclaimed a lead for the Blue Jackets, 2-1, 8:39 into the second. 
Just after a Columbus power-play opportunity expired, Dumoulin 
attempted to clear the puck from his own end boards off the right wing 
boards but Rozlovic intercepted the puck on the half wall. Moving into the 
right circle, Roslovic sizzled a rising wrister over DeSmith’s left shoulder 
on the near side for his ninth goal. There were no assists. 

After Friedman’s defensive measure, the Penguins tied the game, 2-2, at 
11:54 of the third with a power-play score off some precise passing. 

Controlling the puck in the right circle, Crosby slid the puck to the right of 
the cage. From there, Penguins forward Jake Guentzel swept it to the 
right circle for linemate Bryan Rust who then one-touched it to the left of 
the cage where Malkin jabbed in a forehand shot past Merzlikin’s right 
skate for his ninth goal. Rust and Guentzel tallied assists. 

“That was just our chemistry coming together out there,” Rust said. “We 
talk about a lot of things out there and a lot of possibilities. Everybody 
kind of just knew where everyone was going to be and it just worked out 
nicely.” 

The Penguins took their first lead late in regulation at the 17:46 mark of 
the final frame. From the right point of the offensive zone, Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang fired a slapper towards the cage. Merzlikins 
reached out from his crease to glove the puck but made contact with 
Crosby, who was battling for position with Roslovic. As Merzlikins fell to 
the ice, Crosby swept the puck from the front of the crease into a mostly 
vacant cage for his 16th goal. Letang and Rust had assists. 

The Blue Jackets issued a coach’s challenge, citing goaltender 
interference. A quick review by officials determined Merzlikins initiated 
contact outside the crease and the score stood while the Blue Jackets 
were issued a delay of game penalty. 

There was little to mask the Blue Jackets’ feelings on the review’s 
outcome. 

“Which way I thought it was going to go and which way it should go are 
two different things,” Blue Jackets forward Sean Kuraly said. “But it 
doesn’t matter what I think.” 

Sullivan had some ebullient thoughts on the goal and what it 
represented. 

“It’s a huge goal,” Sullivan said. “I just loved our resilience tonight. It was 
a hard-fought game. (Crosby) personified it. That goal was an example of 
it. He’s so good around the net. He’s, in my mind, the best player in the 
game in and around the net. He plays with a ton of courage. He goes to 
that area all the time. He’s got one of the best sticks in the league. 

“Sid’s goal at the end, I just think personifies the resilience that this team 
showed tonight.” 

DeSmith was resolute as his record improved to 6-3-2 thanks to the 32 
saves he made on 34 shots. 

But the most important “save” came from someone who values any shot 
he gets at simply being the lineup. 

“It’s not always easy knowing that you’re not playing,” Friedman said. 
“But you’ve just got to stay ready for your next opportunity.” 
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Minor league report: Taylor Fedun's overtime goal gives Penguins win 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 2/27/2022 

 

An overtime goal by defenseman Taylor Fedun gave the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins a 4-3 home win against the Syracuse Crunch 
at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Sunday. 

Forward Drew O’Connor had a goal and two assists for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (23-21-2-4) while forwards Valtteri Puustinen and Radim 
Zohorna contributed a goal and an assist. Goaltender Alex D’Orio made 
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24 saves on 27 shots in the victory which was the Penguins’ fourth in 
their past five games. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Bridgeport 
Islanders on Friday, 7:05 p.m. 
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Penguins stay stingy, beat Blue Jackets to give Mike Sullivan a happy 
birthday 

 

Matt Vensel6-7 minutes 2/27/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It was a quick trip, but there is a good chance a 
Guinness was cracked open before the Penguins flew back over the 
Pennsylvania border. 

All birthdays are certainly worth celebrating. But for Mike Sullivan, his 
54th would be much easier to enjoy after he watched his Penguins piece 
together a pair of gritty victories playing the smart, structured game that 
had been misplaced. 

In their latest win, the Penguins stuck with it Sunday to overcome a third-
period deficit and defeat the Columbus Blue Jackets, 3-2, at Nationwide 
Arena. Star centers Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin scored to 
complete the comeback. 

But it was the kind of night when a bunch of small plays stacked up to tip 
the scales. An odd-man rush erased by Marcus Pettersson. Malkin 
keeping his feet moving to draw two penalties. Mark Friedman fishing a 
puck off the goal line. Dominik Simon chipping the puck in deep to put 
pressure on a Columbus defender. 

So, yeah, the birthday boy figured he would treat himself to an adult 
beverage once the Penguins were in the air. And he already had a drink 
of choice in mind. 

“A pint of Guinness,” he said with a grin. “I can’t escape my Irish 
heritage.” 

When the puck dropped in Columbus, the Penguins were 27 hours 
removed from a 1-0 victory against the New York Rangers that was one 
of their most emotionally and physically demanding games of the season. 
Mustering a similar effort on the road against a rested Blue Jackets 
squad would be a difficult task. 

But the Penguins were on their P’s and Q’s. Other than a few 
breakdowns, they put forth another stingy effort defensively against a 
Blue Jackets team that had picked up steam since they last faced off. 
Entering Sunday, the Blue Jackets were 9-3-0 in their past 12 games, 
averaging 4.3 goals per game over that span. 

Before the game, Sullivan told the Penguins they would have to be 
careful against a team that is dangerous on the counterattack. They were 
all ears. He feels they made a concerted effort to be smarter with the 
puck, like doing a simple dump and chase instead of trying to dance 
around a defender on a 2-on-3. 

“It’s so important in this game, in my mind, that you don’t beat yourself. 
And you can beat yourself in so many ways,” Sullivan said. “That’s 
something that we talk about as a group all the time — just forcing teams 
to have to earn their looks. And I thought we did a better job in these last 
two games in that regard.” 

Still, they faced a 2-1 deficit entering the third period because they 
couldn’t convert their looks against Elvis Merzlikins, who was especially 
sharp in the second. 

During the intermission, Sullivan told his players to stick with it. He also 
proclaimed that if the Penguins got another power play in the third, they 
would score. 

Sure enough, Malkin finished off a gorgeous passing sequence to tie the 
score, 2-2, with 8:06 remaining. It was his second power-play goal of the 
weekend. 

Crosby scored the winning goal with 2:14 on the clock. He held off two 
defenders behind the goal line to keep the play alive then headed to the 
net. As Kris Letang’s shot from the point arrived, Crosby and Merzlikins 
collided. Crosby bounced off the big Blue Jackets netminder and 
hammered home a loose puck. 

A video review confirmed the game-winner after a Columbus challenge. It 
was deemed a good goal because it was “incidental contact” in the “white 
ice.” 

Bryan Rust was pleased with the way the Penguins pulled off their 
comeback. 

“We just had to keep our foot on the gas,” the veteran winger said. “[But] 
we couldn’t take too many risks. We couldn’t lose our game. We kind of 
just knew that if we stuck with it, we were going to break through. 
Obviously, our power play had a big one and then we had Sid doing Sid 
things. He had a huge goal for us.” 

Casey DeSmith made 32 saves to earn the win — and a little bit of 
redemption. 

Five weeks ago, DeSmith started here in a similar spot, though he was 
only a few days removed from a bout with COVID-19 and therefore pretty 
rusty. After he let a pair of stoppable shots squeak through him, DeSmith 
got a quick hook. 

He has picked up his play since that Jan. 21 game, which Tristan Jarry 
won in relief. He is now 3-0-1 with a .934 save percentage in his past five 
appearances. 

“I’m getting a little bit more on my toes, a little bit more athletic. Trying not 
to be as blocky and also be set on shots, getting point to point a little bit 
quicker in my stance,” DeSmith said, adding, “Efficiency is the name of 
the game.” 

He also owes Friedman a six-pack or a nice dinner after he prevented a 
goal while the Penguins were down, 2-1, in the third period. Friedman 
scurried back to swat a skittering puck off DeSmith’s goal line. Malkin tied 
it up moments later. 

“Whatever he wants, he’s going to get it,” DeSmith said of his 
defenseman. 

After dropping three games in a row, a couple in frustratingly loose 
fashion, the Penguins got back on track with wins over the Rangers and 
Blue Jackets. 

And so, about 35,000 feet in the air Sunday night, an Irish man was 
smiling. 

“I just felt like we got back to playing the game that gives us the best 
chance to win. And that’s playing a game that’s calculated and is stingy,” 
Sullivan said. “When we’re pressuring pucks up the ice and, more 
importantly, we’re not feeding the other team’s transition game, I think 
that’s when our team is at its best.” 
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Ron Cook: Evgeni Malkin in tough spot after Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
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The result of the game Saturday afternoon begged for comment from 
Evgeni Malkin. The Penguins had just defeated the New York Rangers, 
1-0, in a tense fight for playoff positioning in the Metropolitan Division. 
Malkin scored the only goal on the power play midway through the third 
period. In ordinary times, he would have come to the interview room to 
discuss the 75th game-winning goal of his Hall of Fame-worthy career 
and the significance of the win. He did not come after this terrific game. 

Sadly, these are not ordinary times. 

Russia invaded Ukraine last week, an act of war that has been decried in 
just about every corner of the free world. Malkin is Russian. He is in an 
extraordinarily difficult spot. 

If Malkin rips his home country, he puts his family in danger. Russian 
president Vladimir Putin doesn’t treat dissidents and those close to them 
well. It’s believed Malkin’s parents, Vladimir and Natalia, still are in 
Russia. They usually don’t come to Penguins games until the playoffs 
when their appearance on the PPG Paints Arena scoreboard always 
delights the home crowd. 

But if Malkin doesn’t condemn Russia’s aggression, he is viewed by 
many here as a traitor to his adopted country. It certainly would be 
pointed out that he makes his fortune – $9.5 million a year – in the United 
States. 

Malkin can’t win. 

None of the NHL’s Russian players can win. According to 
thehockeywriters.com, there were 37 Russians on NHL rosters at the 
start of this season. That’s more than 5 percent of the league’s players. 

That list includes the Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin, the greatest 
and most prominent Russian athlete. 

Ovechkin has 32 goals this season and 762 in his career, ranking fourth 
in NHL history. He has a chance to pass the incomparable Wayne 
Gretzky, whose 894 goals were once thought to be an unbreakable 
record. 

Ovechkin also is a well-known Putin supporter. He started “Putin Team” 
in 2017, a social media campaign to promote Putin. Malkin was among 
other Russian players in the NHL to sign that initiative. 

“I’ve never hidden my attitude towards our president, always openly 
supporting him,” Malkin wrote on Instagram at the time. “I am confident 
that there are many of us supporting Vladimir Putin. So let’s unite and 
show everyone a united and strong Russia!” 

Ovechkin met the media on Friday and was asked if his support of Putin 
remains as strong. 

“Well, he is my president,” Ovechkin said. “But how I said, I am not in 
politics. I am an athlete and you know, how I said, I hope everything is 
going to be done soon … 

“It’s a hard situation. I have family back in Russia and it is scary 
moments. But we can’t do anything. We just hope it going to be end soon 
and everything is going to be all right.” 

Ovechkin has been widely criticized for not taking a stronger stand 
against Putin. 

The Russian players here really can’t win. 

Think back to what happened last season to Rangers star forward Artemi 
Panarin. 

After Panarin supported Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny in an 
Instagram post, he was forced to take a two-week leave of absence from 
the Rangers to deal with an accusation by a former coach in a Russian 

tabloid that he hit an 18-year-old woman in a hotel bar 10 years earlier. 
Panarin called the accusation “a fabricated story,” a hit piece. He was 
supported by the Rangers. “This is clearly an intimidation tactic being 
used against him for being outspoken on recent political events,” the 
team said in a statement at the time. 

I’m having a hard time blaming Malkin for not showing up Saturday in 
that interview room. 

It should be noted no one at PPG Paints Arena seemed to care much 
about Malkin’s views on Putin when he scored his goal against Rangers 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin, another Russian. The Uptown rink erupted 
again moments later when Malkin worked hard to get another good 
scoring chance. 

The applause was deafening. 

Malkin is expected to address the Russia/Ukraine situation soon. I’m 
guessing he will say something similar to Ovechkin’s bottom line. 
Actually, I’m hoping he says something similar. 

“Please, no more war,” Ovechkin said. “It doesn’t matter who is in the war 
– Russia, Ukraine, different countries. I think we live in a world, like, we 
have to live in peace and a great world.” 
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‘How about that [expletive] save?’: Tristan Jarry punches back against 
pesky opponents during season of redemption 

 

Mike DeFabo4-5 minutes 2/27/2022 

 

The shirts began rolling off the presses almost as soon as the now-
infamous line became public. 

How about that [expletive] save? 

That’s the phrase Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand claims provoked 
him on Feb. 8, when he delivered a gloved punch to goaltender Tristan 
Jarry’s head and jabbed him with a stick. Commissioner Gary Bettman 
didn’t have much sympathy. Marchand’s offense ended with a six-game 
suspension and another mark against a player who flirts with the line 
between pesky and dirty. 

But for Jarry? The interaction begins to illustrate something else. 

Off the ice, Jarry appears an easy-going, soft-spoken Canadian who 
rarely raises his voice in interviews above a mumble. On the ice, 
however, as Jarry has regained his confidence after last postseason’s 
letdown, he’s beginning to show more of his personality and, shall we 
say, his passion. 

“We love the emotion that he brings,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“That’s an important aspect of him being as good as he is. ... He plays 
his position with an edge.” 

“With every player, there’s always that fine line,” Sullivan continued. “And 
you want to stay on the right side of that line. In the absence of emotion, 
it’s hard to be at your very best. But if there’s too much emotion, then 
your emotions can get the best of you. Managing your emotions and 
channeling them the right way, I think, is a really important aspect of 
being a good athlete and being a good pro. “ 

That incident with Marchand — and the dust up earlier in the game when 
the Bruin swatted a puck from Jarry — might be the most-publicized 
recent example. But it’s far from the only one. 

In Dallas on Jan. 8, a pile up in front of Jarry’s blue paint ended when the 
goalie ripped a Stars stick from the rubble and whacked it over the cross 
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bar. In Washington last season, when Penguins fan favorite Tom Wilson 
went through Jarry’s paint, the goalie cheekily stuck out his stick to trip 
the Capitals forwards. And, on a number of other instances, Jarry has 
stood his ground atop his crease, delivering the occasional elbow or 
whack to the back of the legs. 

Tristan Jarry with a move that should make new GM Ron Hextall proud. 
pic.twitter.com/Mpvv6zSf5M 

— Mike DeFabo (@MikeDeFabo) February 26, 2021 

During Saturday’s physical 1-0 victory, Jarry shut out the Rangers after 
being yanked against the Devils just two days earlier. After that 
impressive punch back on the stat sheet, Jarry was asked about handling 
in-your-face teams like the Rangers, who get to the net front and might 
not be afraid to take a late swing. 

“I think just being able to take the ice that’s mine,” Jarry said. “Playing at 
the front of the crease and being able to see shots for what they are and 
being able to box guys out. I think that helps a lot.” 

Of course, when it comes to net-front battles, the jostling for position 
goes both ways. 

Last year in the postseason, Jarry encountered a New York Islanders 
club that repeatedly — and deliberately — got into his grill. Handing the 
pressure was a mixed bag. On a few instances, Jarry appeared 
distracted, sometimes throwing a jab just as a puck sailed over his other 
shoulder. 

Goaltending coach Andy Chiodo said dealing with those net-front battles 
and the emotion that emanates from the blue paint is a multi-pronged 
discussion, especially against teams that strategically attempt to knock 
Jarry off his game. 

“One, what could we do as a staff and organization to support him as far 
as the rules go, because that is something he can’t control?” Chiodo 
said. “Two, recognizing that that’s part of the game, and to continue to 
fight for your ice and focus on your own positioning and your own sight 
lines and focus on whatever it is you can control. 

“How can we as a staff help him out if the opposition crosses the line? 
We want to trust the officiating that it gets taken care of on the ice and 
just kind of have our goaltender’s back if it doesn’t. And then the odd time 
that he expresses a little bit of emotion on the ice or maybe wants to 
make it clear that’s his territory, I support him and I trust him.” 
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Yohe's 10 observations: Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin come through in 
Columbus as Penguins produce perfect weekend 

 

Josh Yohe14-17 minutes 2/28/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Circumstances have changed over the years, as 
they always do in professional sports. 

There are certain constants, however. One of them popped up Sunday 
night at Nationwide Arena in Columbus. 

Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin have always owned the Blue Jackets, 
and they still do. Malkin tied Sunday’s game with 8:06 remaining in the 
third period and Crosby put the Blue Jackets away with 2:14 left in 
regulation to give the Penguins a 3-2 win. 

“I just loved our resilience tonight,” said Mike Sullivan, who was coaching 
on his 54th birthday. 

He loved what his superstars did, too. 

Crosby’s goal was challenged for goaltender interference, but the play 
stood, which not only gave the Penguins the lead but also a power play 
because of the failed challenge. 

His goal was a classic piece of Crosby determination: 

Malkin’s goal, meanwhile, was about as pretty of a power-play goal as 
you’ll see. 

Malkin joined the Penguins in Crosby’s second season, the 2006-07 
campaign. Since then, the Blue Jackets have never finished higher in the 
regular-season standings than the Penguins. They’ve met twice in the 
playoffs, with the Penguins winning those series in six and five games, 
respectively. 

Crosby has produced 40 points in 32 career games against Columbus, 
while Malkin has racked up 35 points in 28 games. 

Columbus took leads of 1-0 and 2-1 and appeared to be in control at the 
midway point of the third period, until the two-headed monster went to 
work in central Ohio, with about half of the crowd cheering for the 
Penguins. 

Chad Ruhwedel also scored for the Penguins. 

Casey DeSmith was sharp, stopping 32 of 34 shots in the building where 
he was yanked a month ago. Since then, he’s played his finest hockey of 
the season. 

Following a three-game skid, the streaky Penguins finish the weekend 
with a perfect 2-0 record before entering the most difficult stretch of their 
schedule. Up next for the Penguins? Games at Tampa Bay, at Carolina, 
home to Florida, home to Vegas and home to Carolina. 

Buckle up. 

Ten postgame observations 

• Let’s start with Crosby’s goal. 

The Blue Jackets absolutely made the right decision to challenge the 
play, despite the risk of a penalty. (I think you should be able to challenge 
once in a game without the consequence of a penalty. Replay is a 
detriment to the NFL and especially Major League Baseball because of 
how much it slows down the game. It makes watching those sports 
maddening at times. Getting every little detail right is important. 
Entertainment value is, too. But I think it’s unfair for a team to receive a 
penalty in this particular situation.) 

I also believe the correct call was made. What exactly did Crosby do 
wrong? He wasn’t in the blue paint. He’s got every bit as much right to 
the puck as does goaltender Elvis Merzlikins. 

Also, Crosby was in a pretty fierce battle with Jack Roslovic, who was 
making plenty of contact with the Penguins’ captain. 

The final point, as the officials and the NHL properly ruled, is that 
Merzlikins initiated contact with Crosby. He certainly did. Ultimately, it 
wasn’t a pretty goal. 

What really made the goal was Crosby’s ability to get position on 
Roslovic. Crosby made a beeline for the goal mouth from behind the net 
and Roslovic simply can’t let him skate into that area from that angle. He 
didn’t want to take a penalty, but that would have been better than letting 
him skate unimpeded in front of the net. 

Columbus coach Brad Larsen said he “felt really good” about his 
challenge when he made it. He also gave Crosby credit for his ability to 
drive to the net. 

“We know how good Sid is,” Larsen said. “He’s one of the best players to 
ever play the game. We knew where he was going, and he got there.” 

But then, that’s one of the things that makes Crosby so great. Sullivan 
commented following the game that Crosby is “the best player in the 
game around the net.” The game-winning goal was a wonderful display 
of his power and determination. In that regard, it was a classic Crosby 
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goal. He can beat you in so many ways, but he’s always at his best 
around the net and, when the game was on the line, the Blue Jackets 
couldn’t match his drive. 

• While Crosby notched the game winner, I thought it was Malkin who 
was the game’s best player. He recorded an assist on Ruhwedel’s goal, 
scored the tying goal, drew penalties and was a force all game. 

He’s also starting to remove some of the turnovers and sloppy plays that 
we’ve seen at times since his comeback seven weeks ago. 

I think it’s important to note that Malkin is only nine months away from 
major knee surgery. Sullivan commented after the game that returning 
midseason is exceptionally difficult. He compared it to jumping on a “fast 
train.” 

Malkin didn’t have the benefit of training camp. He’s had to will himself 
back into game condition. And, unlike Crosby, he doesn’t get to play with 
All-Star-caliber linemates like Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel. He’s been 
playing largely with the struggling Kasperi Kapanen and the perfectly OK 
but still pretty average Danton Heinen. 

And yet, Malkin has nine goals and 21 points in 19 games. I thought this 
was his best game of the season. His impact on the power play is 
beyond obvious, but I also believe Malkin is beginning to gain some 
traction. His legs aren’t all the way back yet. In particular, it’s been more 
difficult for him to accelerate. Once he gets his body moving, yes, he still 
looks like Malkin. He’s not quite getting from zero to 100 percent speed 
as quickly as he once did. Perhaps that will come in time. 

It was a fantastic weekend for him. He scored the game’s only goal 
against the Rangers on Saturday and looked dominant in the third period 
of that game. He was the best player on the ice against the Blue Jackets. 

Rust explained that Malkin is starting to want the puck and starting to 
show his familiar gallop. 

Rust on Malkin: "He's feeling it. He has been great lately and he is only 
going to get better." pic.twitter.com/ZkA40We205 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) February 28, 2022 

That’s an exceptionally good sign for the Penguins. 

• While I give all the credit to Malkin for this win, he didn’t have to do 
much on his tying goal. His teammates did the work. So, too, did his 
coach. 

There was a whistle halfway through the power play, with under nine 
minutes remaining in regulation. Sullivan very wisely used his timeout so 
that the top power-play unit could remain on the ice. 

In fact, Sullivan told the power play during the second intermission that 
he believed they’d score a goal in the third period because of how 
impressed he had been by what he was watching from them. 

Not only did they score, but they scored a breathtaking goal. Crosby to 
Guentzel to Rust to Malkin … it all happened in the blink of an eye. You’d 
think it was a set play, given that the Penguins had just called a timeout, 
but Rust said it wasn’t. 

Rather, he said, it was an indication of the chemistry the Penguins’ top 
unit has. 

Penalty killers around the NHL are so good and so well-schooled that 
you just don’t see pretty goals like this very often. It was classic 
Penguins. 

• Tip of the hat to assistant coach Todd Reirden, by the way. 

Reirden is away from the team because of a leg injury he sustained over 
the NHL All-Star break. However, Sullivan divulged that he is working 
from home, putting power-play videos together for the Penguins to watch. 

I’m not surprised. Reirden is probably the hardest-working coach I’ve 
been around in my 13 years covering the Penguins. The guy is tireless 

and, now that his power play has all of its pieces, I’d say he’s doing a 
pretty impressive job. 

What a well-coached team this is. 

• DeSmith played a very solid game. I didn’t love the second goal he 
allowed, when he was too deep in the crease on Roslovic’s excellent 
shot. 

But I’m being picky. DeSmith was outstanding in this game. He’s at his 
best when he’s aggressive, and he was challenging shooters throughout 
the evening. 

The Penguins once again came out slow in the first period, forcing their 
goaltender to keep them in the game in the first 10 minutes. He did so. 

If you had asked me about DeSmith two months ago, I would have told 
you that the backup was in serious danger of losing his job. Now? I think 
he’ll be the guy to back up Tristan Jarry when the playoffs begin. He’s 
been quite good lately. 

• The Malkin and Crosby goals were great and all, but they probably 
wouldn’t have happened if not for the spectacular play that Mark 
Friedman made in the third period. 

Columbus came about an inch from scoring to make it 3-1 in the third. 
But it wasn’t going to happen on Friedman’s watch. 

The defenseman robbed Emil Bemstrom and essentially kept the 
Penguins in the game. 

DeSmith was asked if a six-pack was in order for Friedman. 

“Whatever he wants, he is going to get,” DeSmith said. 

It was a wonderful, alert play by Friedman. And though it’s only been two 
games since he’s been in the lineup, I’ve been quite impressed with him. 
Friedman skates well and has a real knack for jumping into the play. He 
almost scored on a couple of occasions against the Blue Jackets. 

He’s feeling good about himself, and he should be. 

“I’ve really liked my game,” he said. 

A case can be made that the Penguins could use a depth defenseman. 
That said, if Friedman is going to continue to play at this level, maybe 
that isn’t the case. He’s fast, he’s extremely feisty — Friedman did a 
superb job of irritating Patrik Laine, who was extremely quiet in even-
strength situations, most of the night — and seems more than capable of 
playing the left side despite being right-handed. 

He’s been nothing short of impressive in replacing the injured Mike 
Matheson. 

• That’s two more points for Rust, who now has an absurd 42 points in 33 
games. He also registered a game-high eight shots. 

While DeSmith was speaking to reporters, Rust jokingly stood with 
reporters and acted as though he was going to ask a question. 

No wonder he’s in a good mood. His checking account, which is already 
presumably impressive, is about to get positively obscene this summer. 
What a player. 

• Something isn’t right with Brian Dumoulin. He started the season slowly 
because of an injury and COVID-19. Then, for a sustained period, he 
was outstanding, looking like his typical self. 

Dumoulin started the second half of the season with strong games in 
Boston and Ottawa. He had a shaky game on Super Bowl Sunday in 
New Jersey and hasn’t looked good since then. He was a step slow on a 
couple of occasions against the Blue Jackets. 

I’m not sure if Dumoulin is dealing with an injury or simply is off his game. 
But he’s struggling noticeably at the moment, which gets your attention 
because he’s been one of the most steady defensemen in franchise 
history since becoming a regular in the Penguins lineup in 2015. 
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It’s worth monitoring. John Marino and Marcus Pettersson are off their 
respective games right now, and so is Dumoulin. Matheson is out. 
Reirden not being behind the bench isn’t helping, either. The Penguins 
are being bailed out because their third pairing, which showcases 
Ruhwedel and Friedman, has been so good. So, too, has Kris Letang. 

But the Penguins will need Dumoulin operating at a high level when the 
playoffs begin. He’s that important to everything they do. 

• The Blue Jackets are an interesting team. They aren’t the group that 
tried to annihilate you on the forecheck like when John Tortorella was 
their coach. 

This is a team with a pretty high skill level that is simply missing a few 
pieces. But the Blue Jackets play hard and played a good game Sunday. 
I’d suggest the Penguins had the better of the play by a very slight 
margin. Still, this was a highly competitive game and the Blue Jackets 
acquitted themselves very well. 

They’ll be a thorn in the side of some playoff teams down the stretch. 

• After he met with the media, Sullivan was asked if he’d treat himself to a 
birthday glass of wine. He responded that he might go with some 
Guinness instead. 

“Can’t escape my Irish heritage,” he said. 

Allow me to end this article with a quick Sullivan story. In 2017, I covered 
his Stanley Cup celebration at his home in Massachusetts. A team official 
said I was able to stay for an hour to interview some members of his 
family and some friends. It was a great day and a good time, as you can 
imagine. After an hour, I began to pack my laptop and depart. Sullivan 
then asked where I was going. I explained that I was to leave after an 
hour. 

“No,” he said. “You’re staying. And I’m pouring you some Guinness.” 

When Sullivan gives such an order, you do as you’re told. 

Final thought? Sullivan must like Guinness. Given the job he’s doing this 
season, it was a well-deserved birthday drink. 
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Penguins Postgame Live Chat; 87 & 71 Rescue Win, Kapanen Plays 
Well, too 

 

Published 8 hours ago on February 27, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins didn’t play poorly or even excessively sloppy as 
they’ve played over the past few weeks, their 1-0 win over the New York 
Rangers notwithstanding. However, with a chance to begin stacking wins 
and a non-playoff opponent, the Penguins couldn’t finish. The Columbus 
Blue Jackets converted a couple of Brian Dumoulin turnovers into goals. 

And then Evgeni Malkin and Sidney Crosby buried chances in the final 
minutes of the third period and the Penguins earned a 3-2 comeback win 
over Columbus. 

On another positive note, one day after a no-show performance against 
the Rangers, Kasperi Kapanen had his best game in weeks. He created 
a pair of turnovers with strong backchecks and earned an assist on Chad 
Ruhwedel’s first-period goal. 

Also, one team sent their AGM to the Pittsburgh Penguins last two home 
games. And another team has scouted the last two Penguins games, 
including Columbus. We’ll discuss those teams, too. 
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Malkin & Crosby Lead Penguins Comeback, Pens Surge Past Columbus, 
3-2 

 

Published 9 hours ago on February 27, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

Sidney Crosby scored with just over two minutes remaining. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins captain prevented Columbus Blue Jackets goalie 
Elvis Merzlikins from catching a high shot, then poked the puck into a 
yawning cage for the game-winner. The Penguins beat Columbus 3-2 at 
Nationwide Arena on Sunday night. 

The Penguins scored two goals in the final eight minutes to tie the game 
and win. It was their second consecutive win. 

Casey DeSmith stopped 32 of 34. Elvis Merzlikins stopped 37 of 40, but 
took the loss. 

“He was phenomenal. He was confident back there. He was making big 
saves for us. And I think when you have that, that kind of rock back there 
and we have that in both of our boys, it’s nice that it breeds confidence 
kind of throughout the lineup,” Rust said. 

Columbus head coach Brad Larsen challenged Crosby’s goal (16), but 
officials quickly ruled a good goal because Merzlikins left the crease to 
make the catch and the goalie initiated the contact with Crosby. So, the 
Penguins had a power play for most of the final two minutes. 

“It’s a huge goal, at such a big time, you know? I just loved our resilience 
tonight. It was a hard-fought game and I think (Crosby) personified it,” 
head coach Mike Sullivan said. 

Midway through the third period, the Penguins tied the game. Sean 
Kuraly slew-footed Evgeni Malkin midway through the third period. 
Instead of a major penalty, the Penguins red-hot power play only got two 
minutes for a high-sticking call. The power play is the second-ranked unit 
in the NHL at over 28% since Malkin returned to the lineup. 

After nearly one minute of advantage time, Pittsburgh Penguins head 
coach Mike Sullivan burned his timeout so his PP1 had a chance to 
breathe and remain on the ice. It worked as Malkin who completed the 
tic-tac-toe play with an easy tip-in goal to tie the game, 2-2. 

“I think that was just our chemistry coming together there. I think we 
talked about a lot of things out there and a lot of possibilities, and I think 
everybody kind of just knew where everyone was going to be and it just 
worked out nicely 

Despite out chancing, vastly outshooting, and seemingly outplaying their 
opponent, the Penguins trailed after two periods, 2-1. 

Brian Dumoulin was victimized for a second time midway through the 
second period. Whether his clearing pass hit the official or the 
problematic stanchion at Nationwide Arena, was unclear. His pass never 
left the zone and Jack Roslovic (9) had a clean look at Casey DeSmith 
and lasered the goal top-shelf. 

One day after a tight, physical game against the York Rangers, the 
Penguins had a couple of surprising performances against Columbus. 
Kasperi Kapanen was the subject of a PHN shift diary on Saturday which 
had negative conclusions. On Saturday, he didn’t attempt a shot. In the 
first period on Sunday evening, he had two shots on goal including a 
high-danger scoring chance and one miss. 
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In the final minute of the first period, Kapanen pounced on a loose puck 
in the Columbus zone and took it straight to the net. Columbus goalie 
Elvis Merzlikins stopped Kapanen’s chance, but Merlikins was knicked by 
his own defenseman and lost his balance momentarily. Before the goalie 
had a chance to get settled, Chad Ruhwedel (2) whipped the puck into 
the net. 

Kapanen assisted, which was his first point in 13 games. A few minutes 
earlier, Kapanen nearly earned an assist with a dogged back check. He 
stole the puck and sprang Evan Rodrigues on a breakaway, but 
Rodrigues hit the post. 

Columbus struck first. Early in the first period, Brian Dumoulin committed 
a turnover at the defensive blue line, then missed the following centering 
pass. Oliver Bjorkstrand (17) one-timed a pass past Casey DeSmith. 

Midway through the second period, the Penguins had attempted 38 
shots, compared to just 17 for Columbus, but a later period rally pulled 
Columbus closer and gave them a 2-1 lead. 

Pittsburgh Penguins winger Bryan Rust led all players with eight shots on 
goal. 

DeSmith earned his fourth win in five starts. He stopped 32 of 34. 
Merzlikins stopped 37 of 40. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 02.28.2022 

1236871 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

PENGUINSRiding High Street, Penguins Gm55: Lines, Notes & How to 
Watch vs. CBJ 

 

Published 17 hours ago on February 27, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins (32-14-8) should feel pretty good about 
themselves after snapping a three-game losing skid on Saturday with an 
exciting 1-0 win over the New York Rangers. The win put the Penguins in 
second place in the Metropolitan Division. The Penguins finish the 
second of a divisional back-to-back with a visit to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets (27-24-1), who are not seriously in the playoff hunt. 

The puck drops at Nationwide Arena just after 6 p.m. 

The Penguins again gave up too many odd-man rushes with careless 
puck management or ill-advised pinches by defensemen, but on 
Saturday, goalie Tristan Jarry was unbeatable. The goalie was 
spectacular in making all 27 stops against Igor Shesterkin and the 
Rangers. Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin sparked the Penguins, and 
Malkin ripped the game’s only goal on a third-period power play. 

Penguins backup goalie Casey DeSmith figures to get the nod in goal on 
Sunday. DeSmith is 3-0-1 in his last four starts, including a 2-0 shutout 
win over the Ottawa Senators on Feb. 10. DeSmith stopped 16 of 17 
shots in relief of Jarry on Thursday in the Penguins blowout loss to the 
New Jersey Devils. 

Columbus has been on fire and is 8-2-0 in their last 10 games. They can 
set a franchise record with a ninth win in February. Patrik Laine has 21 
points (13-8-21) in his last 12 games. Boone Jenner has seven points (4-
3-7) in his last five games, too. 

The Penguins lineup figures to be mostly the same as Saturday. 
However, P.O. Joseph or Kasper Bjorkqvist could draw into the lineup. 
PHN detailed the struggles of winger Kasperi Kapanen with a shift diary. 
PHN will update the lines and story if head coach Mike Sullivan makes 
any news at his 4 p.m. presser. 

Of course, it’s always rowdy in Columbus when the Penguins visit. And 
that infernal cannon, too. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines: 

LW C RW 

Jake Guentzel Sidney Crosby Bryan Rust 

Danton Heinen Evgeni Malkin Kasperi Kapanen 

Brock McGinn Jeff Carter Evan Rodrigues 

Zach Aston-Reese Brian Boyle Dominik Simon 

LD RD 

Brian Dumoulin Kris Letang 

Marcus Pettersson John Marino 

Mark Friedman Chad Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

Casey DeSmith 

Tristan Jarry 

Expected Columbus Blue Jackets Lines, per PuckPedia.com: 

Laine-Jenner-Voracek 

Nyquist-Roslovic-Bjorkstrand 

Domi-Kuraly-Chinakhov 

Gaunce-Sillinger-Danforth 

Defense: 

Kukan-Boqvist 

Bayreuther-Carlsson 

Gavrikov-Peeke 

Goalie:  

Elvis Merzlikins 

Pittsburgh Penguins Betting, DraftKings Promo: 

Once again, you can make a fortune betting against me, especially if you 
take the DraftKings promo. Bet $1 on the Moneyline and win $150. We 
seem to think this game is ripe for a letdown. Columbus has been hot 
and feeling good. 

Click here to sign up with this DraftKings promo for 150-1 odds on any 
NHL or NBA game. Bet $1 to win $150 in bonuses on the Penguins or 
any other team 

However, we suspect the Penguins will make a concerted effort to limit 
the chances against. In the first period, the Rangers bombarded Tristan 
Jarry with glorious chances. That can’t happen against DeSmith. If you 
think the Penguins will win, take the Under and the Penguins parlay 
(+175). 

If you like Columbus, we like the CBJ/Over parlay. It pays VERY well 
(+425). Use the DraftKings promo: 

Moneyline: Penguins (-200), Columbus (+170) 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes: 

*The Penguins power play is 12th in the NHL (22%). The PK slipped to 
third (85.7%). Columbus is not good on special teams. The PP is 24th 
(16.9%), and the PK is average at 13th (81.2%). 

*INJURIES 

F Jason Zucker, lower-body (16 consecutive, 23 total) 
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G Louis Domingue, lower-body (16 consecutive, 16 total) 

F Teddy Blueger, upper-body (13 consecutive, 14 total) 

D Mike Matheson, upper-body (1 consecutive, 4 total) 

2021-22 Total Regular-Season Man-Games Lost: 202 

*This year, the Penguins are 8-3-2 in back-to-backs (5-1-1 on the first 
night; 3-2-1 on the second night). 

*The Penguins have scored three or more goals in 10 of their last 13 
games against the Blue Jackets, while they have scored four in eight of 
those 13 games. 

*Sidney Crosby has been held off the scoresheet just seven times in his 
career against the Blue Jackets, picking up 39 points (12G-27A) in 31 
games. 

*The Penguins are 17-6-3 on the road. Their .712 percentage on the road 
is first in the NHL, while its 17 wins and 37 points are second in the 
league. 

*The Penguins are allowing an average of 2.61 goals-against per game, 
a figure that is fourth-best in the NHL behind Carolina (2.37), Calgary 
(2.43), and the New York Rangers (2.44). 

How to WATCH: 

TV: AT&T SportsNet; Radio: 105.9 The X 
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Penguins Wrap: Kapanen Diary, Hallander Hat Trick, USA-Canada 
Rematch at PPG 

 

Published 20 hours ago on February 27, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

On Saturday afternoon, the Pittsburgh Penguins played their best game 
in weeks, if not a couple of months, by beating the talented New York 
Rangers, 1-0. The Penguins reclaimed second place in the Metro 
Division, as Tristan Jarry and Igor Shesterkin had a goaltending throw-
down, with each making 10-bell saves. PHN compiled a thorough shift-
by-shift diary of Kasperi Kapanen to examine why the winger has been 
invisible. 

Filip Hallander led the WBS Penguins to a 5-3 victory with a hat trick. 

And Jeff Marek reports the Pittsburgh Penguins will host the women’s 
hockey gold medal rematch between Team USA and Canada in March. 

The PHN Kapanen shift diary became a little bit controversial because it 
was not good news. Some fans accused it of being a hit piece, but as I 
documented each shift, each puck touch, the picture became clear. 
There were too many situations that could have been different. 

With detailed specifics, we explain why Kasperi Kapanen is lost. 

I also went all out on the PHN+ report card. From asking Jeff Carter 
about the scrums that followed every whistle, Evgeni Malkin, to the 
standout performances and Evan Rodrigues having some hop, too. The 
PHN+ Penguins report card. 

Jeff Marek reports that the Penguins will host the women’s gold-medal 
rematch between Team USA and Canada at PPG Paints Arena. 

WBS: Filip Hallander filled the net, and the WBS Penguins beat 
Bridgeport, 5-3. 

Metro Division 

Philly: The Flyers–yes, the Flyers, were the latest to beat the Capitals. 
Good feelings for Claude Giroux, Carter Hart, and the Philadelphia 
Flyers, 2-1. 

Washington: The Caps are in a bad way. The bubble gum and paperclip 
bottom six, the backend of their blue line, it’s all coming undone. The 
Washington Capitals are not in a good way. 

NYI: This will affect the NHL trade market. Mathew Barzal and Zdeno 
Chara left the New York Islanders loss to the LA Kings with injuries. 

National Hockey Now 

Detroit: Ok, it’s not the Metro Division, but the Maple Leafs won 10-7–
yes, 10-7 over the Detroit Red Wings. 

Those are the games you hate to cover but love to watch. I haven’t seen 
one of those in years. 10?! 

This was a fun game, too. The Edmonton Oilers squeaked by the Florida 
Panthers in Sunrise. 

Vegas: Things exploded when Jack Eichel arrived, but they lost another 
game–this time a rivalry game–to the Colorado Avalanche. The Vegas 
Golden Knights are suddenly in a bad way. 

San Jose: A group of fans brought Ukrainian Flags and proudly waved 
them at the San Jose Sharks game. 

That’s awesome. It’s time the world grew a backbone against those who 
capitalize on our distractions and weakness. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Red-hot Canucks hoping they don't run out of time in 
playoff push 

 

Iain MacIntyre, February 28, 2022, 1:20 AM 

 

At 26-22-6, the Canucks are four games over .500 for the first time in 
nearly two years, and their 69 per cent winning percentage since Bruce 
Boudreau became coach on Dec. 6 ties Vancouver (18-7-4 since then) 
with the mighty Toronto Maple Leafs (17-7-2) for the best record in 
Canada. 

Goalie Thatcher Demko continues to play like a Vezina Trophy 
candidate, elite forwards J.T. Miller and Elias Pettersson are driving the 
attack, and even the Canucks’ wonky special teams look better. 

It’s just too bad the team was 22 games into the National Hockey League 
season before it started playing like this. 

The Canucks are racing the Edmonton Oilers, Dallas Stars and Anaheim 
Ducks for a wildcard playoff spot in the Western Conference as much as 
they are racing time. 

They have 28 games remaining, starting Monday against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

That probably won’t be enough. But with five wins in six games – three of 
them against teams that are among the NHL’s best – the Canucks 
appear to have found another gear just in time for the finishing kick to the 
regular season. 

Matthew Highmore and fellow fourth-liner Juho Lammikko scored on 
second-period deflections after first-period goals by Tanner Pearson and 
Tyler Myers, both set up by J.T. Miller, put the Canucks up 2-0. 
Pettersson scored into an empty net after a sudden third-period surge by 
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the Rangers allowed Alexis Lafreniere and Ryan Strome to score goals a 
little more than four minutes apart. 

“I think we're just playing with a lot of desperation,” Highmore said. “I 
mean, not that we weren't in January . . .  but I think we've found a little 
something here. Our group is growing in confidence. We have to 
continue to keep it going and get points, and you never know what will 
happen.” 

VEZINA PREVIEW? 

After the Rangers used starting goalie Igor Shesterkin in Saturday’s 1-0 
loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins, New York coach Gerard Gallant chose 
to rest his Vezina and Hart Trophy candidate against the Canucks, who 
saw backup Alexandar Georgiev. But that didn’t mean there wasn’t still a 
Vezina candidate on display at Madison Square Garden. Demko had 
another outstanding game, stopping 31 of 33 shots. 

As with the win against the Flames, Demko’s most important saves were 
in the first period when the score was close. He made point-blank stops 
against Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad. 

“I've run out of things to say because, I mean, he's been incredible,” 
Boudreau said. “The Calgary game wasn't a 7-1 game and this game 
wasn't a 5-2 game. If it wasn't for Demko early, it would have been a lot 
different. He comes to play every night.” 

PLAYING EVERY NIGHT 

It’s far too early to say if last week was a turning point for Canuck 
readiness and player accountability, part of the evolution in team culture 
that Boudreau and general manager Patrik Allvin are trying to generate. 
But since Allvin, in an interview with Sportsnet on Wednesday, 
challenged players to be better prepared every day, game or practice, 
and that many had something to prove, the Canucks built leads of 7-0 
against the Flames and 4-0 against the Rangers. 

On Thursday, Miller said the Canucks had “just set a standard for 
ourselves for the rest of the year.” 

The Canucks certainly met that standard on Sunday to open their four-
game trip. 

“I don't know if standard is the word,” Boudreau said when asked about it 
on Zoom. “We're definitely seeing that with every game that goes by, the 
next game is way more important. I mean, we're in a playoff chase. We 
have to be ready for every game. That's what we have to do. I don't know 
if it's any more readiness or whatever, but we're playing to win.” 

MILLER’S TIME 

How good has Miller been the last six weeks? 

There has been a lot of attention, justified, on Pettersson’s mid-season 
turnaround. Coming back from a serious wrist injury last spring, the 
Canuck star scuffled through the first 37 games this season with just six 
goals and 17 points. But he has 11 goals and 10 assists in 17 games 
since Jan. 15 despite rarely playing at five-on-five with Vancouver’s top 
wingers. 

During the same time period, Miller, who missed two games while in 
COVID protocol, has nine goals and 23 points. His 1.53 points-per-game 
is fourth in the NHL since Jan. 15, behind only Maple Leafs Mitch Marner 
and Auston Matthews, and the Flames’ Matthew Tkachuk. 

No wonder teams are bidding on Miller ahead of the March 21 trade 
deadline. And no wonder the Canucks are so wary about trading him 
now, especially since he has another season under contract at a $5.25 
million US salary that ranks 172nd in the NHL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' win over Coyotes shows glimpse of what is needed to 
keep playoff hopes alive 

 

Ken Wiebe February 27, 2022, 10:49 PM 

 

GLENDALE, Ariz. - Call it a temporary reprieve if you must, maybe even 
a chance to exhale. 

In this high stakes game of survival, all this really represents for the 
Winnipeg Jets is a first step - the importance of which is yet to be 
determined over the coming weeks. 

An opportunity to not lose any more ground in this Western Conference 
race where there are still four teams to try and hurdle over. 

No, this won’t be viewed as anything close to the template the Jets will 
need to deliver for the majority of these final 29 games during the regular 
season. 

But this 5-3 victory over the last-place Arizona Coyotes on Sunday 
afternoon did include some important traits within it to draw on. 

For a team that’s been top heavy in far too many games, there were 
offensive contributions from three of the four lines. 

For a defence that hasn’t produced a ton of offence, there was Nathan 
Beaulieu getting involved offensively on the Jets' first two goals, 
delivering one point shot that was tipped home and another that led to a 
rebound that restored a lead just 43 seconds after the Coyotes tied up 
the contest. 

For a team that has only turned to its backup goalie to make nine starts 
and 10 appearances through 53 games, there was Eric Comrie standing 
tall after allowing a pair of first-period markers. 

And for a team that hasn’t made a habit of rallying from deficits after two 
periods of play, there was a strong push that included three unanswered 
goals in a game the Jets absolutely had to have to close out this four-
game road trip. 

“Usually when you have scoring throughout, you’re on the right side of 
the game,” said Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry. “It’s always a nice 
bonus. You’re always looking for depth scoring. We talk about it but it’s 
nice to see it happen and be rewarded for it.” 

This afternoon, there was no mistaking who was leading the way. 

There was centre Pierre-Luc Dubois showing an incredibly high level of 
engagement, helping to pull some of his teammates into this fight, 
chipping in a pair of assists while playing a power forward game that has 
been prevalent often. 

There was sniper Kyle Connor scoring twice to give him 32 goals on the 
season, which leaves him tied for fourth in the NHL with Washington 
Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin and just five behind league leader Auston 
Matthews. 

There was Evgeny Svechnikov, whose season has featured the highest 
of the highs in basically becoming not only an NHL regular but also 
spending time playing with the aforementioned Dubois and Connor while 
serving as an important complementary piece. 

There have also been the lows, which included both healthy scratches, 
minimal minutes and demotions to the fourth line. 

Through it all, Svechnikov tried to maintain his focus and keep a positive 
attitude, knowing he had more to give when the next chance arose. 

Well, after injuries opened that door back up, there was Svechnikov 
doing his best to get to the hard areas in front of the net, winning board 
battles and eventually setting up what proved to be the game-winner on a 
beautiful tic-tac-toe play with Dubois and Connor. 
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There was Jets captain Blake Wheeler, providing the tying goal early in 
the third period, setting the stage for the rally. 

After what has been a tough go offensively this season for centre Adam 
Lowry, he also found his mojo again, providing three goals (to get to six 
on the season) and four points over the past six games. 

The secondary scoring that has been so tough to come by has arrived - 
but it needs to continue and needs to spread its way through the bottom 
six, though fourth-line centre Dominic Toninato has also done his part 
recently with two goals and four points during that same span. 

Now comes the hard part. 

Can the Jets elevate their level of play in a four-game homestand that 
features meetings with the suddenly rejuvenated Montreal Canadiens, 
the Dallas Stars (who moved into the second wild card spot on Sunday 
afternoon), the New York Rangers and the two-time defending champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

There is no real reprieve coming in this block of games, especially given 
how the Canadiens have been playing since Marty St. Louis took over as 
head coach. 

Where things go from here for the Jets is still very much up in the air. 

Other than Andrew Copp likely being ready to return to the lineup on 
Tuesday night, the Jets are still expected to be without Nikolaj Ehlers 
(knee) and Cole Perfetti (suspected shoulder injury) for a bit longer. 

That means the top two lines are going to need more efforts when they 
both end up on the scoresheet and that secondary scoring provides the 
necessary level of support. 

"We're going to need that coming down the stretch,” said Connor. “Yeah, 
we need that from everybody, but our top players got to be our top 
players. We’ve got to produce. We're not where we want to be in the 
standings, it's quite the daunting task, but I believe in this group and I 
think we can get it done."  

After getting a day of rest on Sunday, workhorse goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck is going to need to stand tall - which is something he’s done 
often, even if a deeper dive into his underlying numbers is required for 
some. 

Kenny and Renny talk Jets 

Sportsnet's Ken Wiebe and Sean Reynolds offer everything you need to 
know about the Winnipeg Jets on their podcast. 

The Kenny and Renny Show 

To rattle off a winning streak of any length, the Jets are going to need to 
be better in a number of areas. 

The Jets have only won consecutive games twice in 2022 and if they 
can’t increase that number, those slim playoff hopes will only dwindle. 

For the time being, the Jets have found a way to stop the bleeding. 

That’s not cause for celebration, though it can’t be completely discounted 
either. 

“I just hope we get on a roll. That's the big one. Just get on a roll,” said 
Comrie, who improved to 6-2-1 on the season. “I think we're playing fine. 
I think we're right there. We're just not quite getting the results. But I think 
if we keep doing the right things, playing the right way, coaches keep 
telling us the right stuff, I think we're going to start to find some more 
results here and some more success.” 

Whether this is simply a glimmer of hope or an opportunity to delay the 
inevitable is yet to be determined. 

What we know for sure is that it definitely improved the mood around a 
group that’s been searching for answers and trying to get back on track. 

“You go through those (losing streaks), you start to question everything,” 
said Connor, noting it felt like the group has been disconnected at times 
recently but was more focused on Sunday. "If you go through a stretch 
like that, you definitely cherish wins more. So we're going to enjoy this 
one but we've got to remember that feeling, winning and losing. 

“We don't want to be on the other side of that. I think we're all a pretty 
competitive group and I think we're going to rally here and make a good 
run." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rough start looms large for Oilers in a game they could 
have won 

 

Mark Spector February 27, 2022, 5:07 PM 

 

It’s hard enough to beat the Carolina Hurricanes when you play smart, 
detailed hockey. 

The Edmonton Oilers tried it the other way for the first 20 minutes 
Sunday, and even though their game smartened up in the final 40 
minutes they never caught up in a competitive 2-1 loss in Raleigh. 

“I would say there were moments in this game that maybe didn’t go the 
way we wanted them to,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “But there 
were a lot of really good moments and a lot of really good details in our 
game.” 

It truly was one careless period that could not be overcome by two well-
played ones. In the final 40 minutes Edmonton played an excellent road 
gamer against one of the NHL’s elite teams, but could not manage to 
squeeze a second goal past Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen. 

“There are two things you can do,” said industrious winger Zach Hyman 
of a 2-0 first-intermission deficit. “Either you can lay over and let them run 
over you, or you can battle back and play hard. I thought we did that. We 
end up getting one (goal), but just fell short.” 

So, what sewered a very strong Oilers performance on Sunday? 

Warren Foegele made a key mistake just 51 seconds into the his return 
to Carolina when the former Canes winger carelessly stepped offside 
while trying to get in on a two-on-one with Connor McDavid, negating the 
goal the Oilers star would score upon video review. It was a goal 
Edmonton sorely needed in the end, and an unforced error that proved 
mega costly. 

Eleven minutes later Evan Bouchard walked right down main street only 
to miss the net — his third missed net of the game at that early juncture. 
The puck immediately went the other way and ended up in Edmonton’s 
net on a lovely passing play, as it would five minutes after that with the 
Oilers serving that beacon of disorganization, the minor penalty for 
having too many men on the ice. 

Three mistakes. Two goals against. One goal scrubbed. 

“We can be better for sure,” said Woodcroft. “When you’re playing a 
game against a team as talented and hard working as the Carolina 
Hurricanes, those are the small moments within the game that you have 
to find a way to win. Tonight we didn’t.” 

Friendly fire? Dumb mistakes? 

Call them whatever you want, but a distracted opening period and an 
excellent Carolina club were two impediments the Oilers could not 
overcome Sunday, their third straight strong effort on a road trip that 
began in Tampa and Florida. 
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“It’s three really good teams, and we came away with one (win) of the 
three,” Hyman said. “Wanted more, but I thought we played well and all 
those games. You know, later on when it gets down to the nitty gritty in 
the playoffs and whatnot. Games are tight, teams are good, and this is a 
big learning experience for us.” 

McDavid drew a high-sticking double-minor in the first period when Brady 
Skjei’s stick appeared to cause some dental damage, but the captain had 
to miss the entire man advantage — and the rest of the period — as he 
got sewn up in the dressing room. The Oilers lost the special teams 
battle here as well, going 0-for-4 on the power play while allowing a goal 
to the Hurricanes power play, which left goalie Mike Smith chanceless on 
a nifty passing play. 

“I thought our compete was off the charts,” said Woodcroft. “They pushed 
us, we pushed them … It was a heck of a hockey game. There’s lots of 
good.” 

Defensively, these Oilers have made huge strides under Woodcroft. They 
allowed only 23 shots in Tampa on Wednesday, and just 29 shots in 
Raleigh while playing the second of back-to-back games on this trip. 
Smith was more than good enough in the nets, holding a team with a 
plus-60 goals differential to just two goals and giving his team ample 
chance to eke out at least a point. 

In the big picture, this group is well past the “learning lessons” stage of its 
collective development. But playing this well defensively in this 
environment is something they’ve been chasing for a long time, and there 
are tangible signs that perhaps the Oilers under Woodcroft are closing in 
on their goals when it comes to team play. 

Remaining Time -1:39 

McDavid on a mission not enough as Oilers fall to creative Hurricanes 

“I believe that there’s a lot of good in that game. Our team showed me a 
lot in this this game, in a tough environment and a back-to-back 
situation,” the coach said. “The competitiveness of our team has 
impressed me through this first three games. The level of opponent has 
been excellent and each one of those opponents brought or presented 
different issues for us. We had the chance to win each one of those 
games.” 

Edmonton played without some key names, as the injuries are beginning 
to mount. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins missed his second game with what appeared to 
be a shoulder injury — he’s likely done for the trip, and maybe more. 
Kailer Yamamoto did not play either after blocking a shot Saturday in 
Florida. Woodcroft listed him as day to day, in a lineup that is also 
missing Jesse Puljujarvi and Duncan Keith to injury. 

The road trip closes in Philadelphia and Chicago, where the game the 
Oilers played in Raleigh should be enough to garner three or four points. 

The way they played in the final 40 minutes, anyhow. 
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