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Jordan Staal scores again, but the Canes fell to Red Wings on an OT power play goal 

By Chip Alexander

Antti Raanta may have played his best game of the season 
Tuesday but the Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t make their 
goalie a winner. 

The Detroit Red Wings took a 4-3 overtime victory at Little 
Caesars Arena, ending the Canes’ five-game win streak. A 
power-play goal by forward Lucas Raymond with eight 
seconds left in the OT decided a game that had Raanta 
make a season-high 37 saves. 

The Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen had a shot hit the far post in 
overtime -- Carolina that close to victory and the two points. 
The Canes then were penalized for having too many men on 
the ice, setting up the Wings for a four-on-three power play. 

The Canes’ penalty killers, who lead the NHL, stopped the 
Red Wings on three power plays in regulation but couldn’t 
get the game to a shootout. All in all it was a tough way for 
the Hurricanes to lose, even if a point was secured. 

“I felt like I was on top of my game,” Raanta said. “Obviously 
we got the point, so it wasn’t that bad. You’d rather take the 
two points and the ‘W’ but some days hockey is like that and 
the bounces don’t go your way.” 

The Hurricanes (37-11-5) maintained a five-point lead in the 
Metropolitan Division and earned a point for the seventh 
straight game. But they couldn’t hold a third-period lead as 
the Wings’ Dylan Larkin jumped on a Canes turnover and 
scored 38 seconds after Jordan Staal had given Carolina a 
3-2 lead with 3:48 left in regulation. 

The Wings (24-24-6) then had seven shots in the overtime, 
four on the power play. Raanta stopped the first three but 
Raymond collected a loose puck beside the crease, had an 
open net and did not miss. 

“He was great, solid all night and especially in overtime,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Tough ending for him 
but he was great.” 

Sebastian Aho had a first-period power-play goal and Jesper 
Fast scored in the third after the Wings, young, quick and 

aggressive, had taken a 2-1 lead on a Michael Rasmussen 
goal. 

The game was a matchup between Raanta and the Wings’ 
Alex Nedeljkovic, the former Canes goalie. Brind’Amour 
decided to give Frederik Andersen the night off and start 
Raanta, who was appearing in his third game since Jan. 29. 
Nedeljkovic, traded to Detroit after last season, had 27 
saves. 

“Some weird things happened but overall we weren’t that 
great and still in position to win the game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“They were spirited, they played a hard game, give them a 
lot of credit. I think we were pretty average tonight.” 

Aho’s goal came after Teravainen made a quick stick play to 
keep the Wings from clearing the zone. He got the puck low 
to Vincent Trocheck, who found Aho open for the shot and 
score. 

Aho’s 24th goal of the season marked the 172nd time that 
Aho and Teravainen have teamed up for a score. That broke 
the franchise record set by Ron Francis and Kevin Dineen. 

“They read the game the same way,” Raanta said of the two 
Finns. “Maybe it’s a little out-of-this-world connection but it’s 
fun to watch. It’s the Finnish mafia going on in Raleigh and 
those two guys are something special.” 

Teravainen kept his point streak intact. It’s now at nine 
games, the longest of his career and the longest for the 
Canes this season. 

The Wings outplayed the Canes most of the second period, 
tying the score 1-1 when Carter Rowney outfought Jordan 
Staal for position in front of the net. Raanta was forced into 
some tough saves in the second, including a one-on-one 
confrontation with Tyler Bertuzzi. 

The Wings continued to shake loose for odd-man rushes and 
Rasmussen scored 2:45 into the third for a 2-1 lead. But 
Fast, after taking a big hit along the boards, skated in for an 
open shot to tie it. 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov has support of ‘brothers’ during Russia-Ukraine crisis 

By Chip Alexander 

As the crisis worsens in Ukraine during the Russian invasion, 
Russian-born players in the NHL have come under increased 
scrutiny, especially on social media. 

Alexander Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals, a strong 
supporter of Russian president Vladimir Putin in the past, 
has been excoriated. Hall of Fame goalie Dominik Hasek is 
one who lambasted him on Twitter, calling Ovechkin a liar 
and worse, saying the NHL should suspend the contracts of 
any Russian player who does not condemn Putin’s actions. 

An increase in criticism could filter down to other Russia-born 
players in the NHL as the situation intensifies — players 
such as Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Svechnikov, 21, has a large support group, Canes forward 
Jordan Martinook said Tuesday. 

“If anybody tries to make him feel bad about the situation, 
then he’s got 23 brothers who will stick up for him,” said 
Martinook, an alternate captain. 

By that, Martinook meant the 23 players on the Hurricanes 
roster have that strong a bond. And the coaching staff, if 
need be, is there to support Svechnikov, and everyone else 
associated with the team. 

The NHL on Monday issued a statement urging a “peaceful 
resolution” to the crisis. The league said it was concerned 
about the well-being of its players from Russia, saying they 
“play in the NHL on behalf of their NHL Clubs, and not on 
behalf of Russia.” It also noted the league understands the 
players and their families “are being placed in an extremely 
difficult position.” 

Svechnikov, born in Barnaul, Russia, played a lot of his 
junior hockey in Moscow with his older brother, Evgeny, 
before coming to North America. His mother, Elana, has 
spent considerable time in the U.S. with her sons while their 
father, Igor, remains in Russia. 

“It’s obviously a unique situation and it isn’t anything ‘Svech’ 
can control. It’s out of his hands,” Martinook said Tuesday. 

“Obviously you want to support him ... and you have seen it 
with other players in the league who are getting some 
criticism. 

“He’s obviously from Russia but it’s totally out of his control. 
When you try to bring politics into hockey, it’s hard for guys 
to really have a stance on it when it’s completely out of their 
control. We’ll support him as much as he needs.” 

Svechnikov has a good player-and coach relationship with 
Rod Brind’Amour, who has been his head coach at Carolina 
since being drafted in 2018 and joining the Canes lineup at 
18. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday he has had a brief conversation 
with Svechnikov about the Russia-Ukraine situation. 

“It is what it is. It’s unfortunate,” Brind’Amour said. “You can’t 
say you take it as a blessing but we get caught up in our own 
world. We don’t watch news and stuff. I think just focusing on 
hockey is the best thing he can do.” 

If Svechnikov has been distracted in any way, it hasn’t 
shown in his play, Brind’Amour added. Svechnikov had a 
pair of assists Sunday in the Canes’ 2-1 win over Edmonton, 
giving him 50 points in 49 games this season. 

Since coming to the Canes as the No. 2 overall pick of the 
2018 NHL draft, Svechnikov has had a maturity about him 
that belies his age, on and off the ice. That should help him 
as he deals internally with the growing crisis. 

“He’s mature above his years for sure,” Martinook said. “He 
understands what’s going on. I don’t know his take on it or 
how he feels about it, but I know he cares about it. ... 

“I’m not from Russia and don’t know what’s going on there, 
I’m not from Ukraine. ... I just don’t want ‘Svech’ to have to 
face any scrutiny from this situation because as I said it’s 
completely out of his control.” 

Svechnikov has not spoken publicly about the crisis. His 
agent, Todd Diamond of International Sports Advisors Co., 
could not be reached for comment. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: A bizarre overtime loss in Detroit 

By Sara Civian  

DETROIT — It’s funny how some games feel so critical and 
others you’re prepared to toss in the trash and move on 
without a second thought throughout an 82-game season. 
They all count the same, don’t they? 

The Hurricanes’ recent loss against the Panthers felt 
particularly bad. They were already slumping, it was their last 
crack against a formidable team and it felt like they were in 
control and let it slip away. 

The Hurricanes’ 4-3 overtime loss to the Red Wings on 
Tuesday was entirely different. It came after the Hurricanes’ 
dominant five-game win streak. Antti Raanta played for the 
first time since Feb. 20 and stopped 37 shots, and he 
might’ve been the best player on the ice. Sometimes, you 
hang your hat on a good goaltending performance and move 
on. 

“Raanta played unbelievable,” Jaccob Slavin said. “It’s a 
shame we didn’t play a full 60 for him out in front. He made 
huge saves throughout the game, huge saves in overtime. 
We’ve got to be better for him.” 

The game featured some bizarre twists and turns, too. 

“We had some guys play really hard and really well,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I actually thought 
the (Sebastian) Aho line was really good, they just didn’t get 
rewarded for what they were putting out there. I didn’t love 
our second period, we were just flat and it kind of sucked the 
life out of us. I thought our third period was really good, just a 
couple weird bounces, right? Some weird things happened. 
Overall though, we weren’t that great, but still in a position to 
win the game.” 

The weird situation was a too many men penalty called on 
the Hurricanes in overtime that led to Lucas Raymond’s 
game winner. Brett Pesce was trying to get off the ice after 
taking a hit, but it appeared he didn’t have enough time to 
collect himself before his replacement got on the ice. So it 
technically was an accurate too many men call, but it was the 
final weird bounce of a game the Canes are happy to earn a 
point from. 

“A weird thing happens and whoever’s going on sees him 
coming,” Brind’Amour said. “So he expects to go and doesn’t 
expect the guy to fall and that’s what happens. It’s 
unfortunate.” 

• The vibes are fine. 

I almost view games against these teams (Detroit,Philly, etc) 
as games against the West at this point. The Canes aren’t 
fighting them for a playoff spot and (likely) won’t see them 
there. Sucks to lose in OT but they got a point and Raanta 
clearly will help keep Freddie fresh. 

— Al Hood (@albhood) March 2, 2022 

Team is very good but sometimes very good teams have a 
kinda bad game 

— Chase Tickle (@chasetickle) March 2, 2022 

• Would you look at that, folks, we’re all on the same page 
for once. How cute. It was a fun game if you were an 
objective observer. The Canes had a sleepy second period, 
an unsavory turnover, some weird bounces and a lights-out 
goaltender. 

• Raanta is such a gem. It was good to see him return and 
stop 37 shots (at least half of which looked like Grade-A 
chances). I’m going to call that his best performance with the 
Hurricanes. He opened the game with four short-handed 
saves and didn’t waver the rest of the way. His overtime 
saves would’ve won them the game if not for the strange 
bounces. “Those things are always tough to take when it 
feels like it’s your day and you’re dialed in like that,” he said. 
“But obviously there were a lot of things that felt really good, 
and I felt like I was on top of my game. I’ll have to look at the 
clips. And obviously, we got the point, so it wasn’t that bad. 
But you’d rather have the two points and the W. Sometimes, 
hockey is like that and the bounces don’t go your way. You 
still have to take the good things out of it and work for those 
small details.” 

• What might have been: “I told (Teuvo Teravainen) today 
after the game that it would have been in the Finnish 
newspaper on the front page if he were to score in overtime,” 
Raanta said. “It felt like I made a good save and then 
(Teravainen) hit the post. It’s the Finnish Mafia going on in 
Raleigh.” Oh well, I guess they can save the Finnish 
newspaper spread for the playoffs. Teravainen extended his 
points streak to nine games Tuesday. 

• Three goals in five games for captain Jordan Staal, and he 
finally scored with his stick Tuesday. Actual shot on goal 
aside, Staal’s chirp fest with his brother Marc was a top five 
moment in this game. 

Well that's going to make for a hilarious Staal family dinner 
conversation. pic.twitter.com/gB4tZpmwhI 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) March 2, 2022 

• If you forced me to pick something I’m actually concerned 
about after this game, it’s Martin Necas. It’s not just the 16-
game goal drought, or the fact he’s scored just one goal 
since Dec. 16. It seems like the lack of scoring is affecting 
his confidence. He and the coaching staff will have to figure it 
out before the playoffs. He’s not just a goal scorer — at his 
best, his playmaking is even more impressive. He doesn’t 
have to score to be an effective player, but it looks like his 
slump is affecting the other parts of his game. Every player 
goes through this at some point, and when that first goal 
comes, they tend to keep coming. But the waiting game is 
tough.
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Hurricanes squander Raanta’s performance, drop OT decision in Detroit 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — When hockey historians look back on Antti 
Raanta’s performance Tuesday in Detroit, they likely won’t 
think much of anything: 37 saves, four goals allowed in a 4-3 
overtime loss. 

But the goalie probably had his best performance since 
joining the Hurricanes, stopping several breakaways and 
keeping Carolina in a game it probably didn’t deserve to be 
in. 

The Red Wings earned the win on rookie Lucas Raymond’s 
power play goal in overtime, but only after Raanta stood on 
his head to get the Hurricanes one point in the standings. 

“Raants played unbelievable,” Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin said. “It’s such a shame we didn’t play full 60 
for him in front, He made huge saves throughout the game, 
huge saves in overtime. We just got to be better for him.” 

Detroit went on the power play after Carolina was called for 
too many men when a player was bumped at center ice, 
altering the timing of a line change. 

“That was just — a weird thing happens and whoever’s going 
on sees him coming,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of the play that resulted in the too many men call. “So 
he expects to go and doesn’t expect the guy to fall and that’s 
what happens. So it’s unfortunate.” 

Raanta stopped three shots on the ensuing 4-on-3 Red 
Wings power play, but Tyler Bertuzzi created chaos in front 
of the net with under 10 seconds left in overtime and the 
puck bounced to Raymond for the easy winner. 

“Those things are always tough to take when it feels like it’s 
your day and you’re dialed in like that,” Raanta said of being 
the hard-luck loser. “There were a lot of things that felt really 
good, and I felt like I was on top of my game. … Sometimes 
hockey is like that and bounces don’t go your way.” 

In a game that had plenty of action but few goals, the third 
period saw the spigot open up, with both teams holding — 
and then relinquishing — the lead en route to overtime. 

In fact, it looked like Carolina would win its sixth straight until 
Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin capitalized on a Brady Skjei 
turnover to tie the game with 3:10 left in regulation. 

Larkin’s goal came just 38 seconds after the Hurricanes’ 
captain, Jordan Staal, had scored to put his team ahead, 
banging in a rebound past former Carolina goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic (27 saves) to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead. 

It was the second goal of the period for Staal’s line, which 
scored at 7:06 to even the score when Jesper Fast got his 
11th of the season through a Staal screen and off a Detroit 
stick. That tied the game after Detroit’s Michael Rasmussen 
had scored at 2:45 of the second. 

For the first two periods, Carolina and Detroit felt each other 
out, and only two goals were scored. 

The Hurricanes, after successfully killing off two Detroit 
power plays in the first 8:19 of the opening period, converted 
their first man advantage. 

Vincent Trocheck made a quick pass to the slot, and 
Sebastian Aho converted it for his team-leading 24th goal of 
the season at13:02 of the first. 

The Red Wings tied the game at 1-1 when Carter Rowney 
pulled off a rare feat, winning a battle down low against Staal 
and scoring at the top of the crease with eight minutes left in 
the first. 

In all, it felt like an uneven performance from the Hurricanes, 
one that probably wouldn’t have resulted in even one point if 
not for Raanta. 

“We weren’t that great but still in position to win the game,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Notes: Teuvo Teravainen assisted on Aho’s goal, the 172nd 
time the duo has connected for a goal to set a new franchise 
record. Ron Francis and Kevin Dineen hooked up 171 times 
for goals with the Whalers. … Teravainen has points in each 
game since coming back from injury, giving him a nine-game 
streak. … Detroit had 41 shots goal, the fourth time this 
season a team has eclipsed 40 shots on the Hurricanes. … 
Staal has goals in three of his last five games. … Martin 
Necas’ goal drought has hit 16 games, and Seth Jarvis’ is at 
15. 
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Recap: Canes Suffer Overtime Loss In Detroit, 4-3 

By Walt Ruff  

DETROIT, MI. - The Carolina Hurricanes five-game win 
streak came to a close Tuesday, falling in overtime to the 
Detroit Red Wings by a score of 4-3.  

Three Things: 

1) Antti Raanta Was Absolutely Fantastic 

Tasked with killing two penalties in the first 6:19, the efforts 
set the tone for what would be a very busy evening for the 
Canes netminder. Raanta's first four saves of the night all 
came shorthanded, buying his club enough time to then 
strike 13 seconds into their first man advantage. 

Throughout the remainder of the contest, Raanta made 
countless crucial stops to either keep his team in the lead, 
keep the game tied or keep his club from falling further 
behind. The 32-year-old Finn faced 14 shots in the third 
period and then an additional seven in 4:52 of overtime, 
including at least two breakaways. 

The 37 stops he finished with are his most as a member of 
the team. Despite the result, it may have been his best 
outing as a Hurricane as well. 

2) The Finns Did It Again 

Just like Sunday's first period against Edmonton, Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen connected for an early goal. It 
was the 172nd time the two have factored in on a goal 
together, marking the most by any duo in franchise history. 

Aho's 24th of the season also moved Teravainen's point 
streak to nine games, the longest streak by member of the 
team this season. 

3) The Third Line Continues To Click 

Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast both scored during the third 
period, the fourth time in the last five games that their line 
has produced at least one goal for the club. 

Getting to the front of the net continues to be a key factor for 
the trio and their ability score, as proven again on both 
markers tonight. First it was Jordan Staal battling with Carter 
Rowney out in front as Fast's shot hit the defender's stick 
and went by Alex Nedeljkovic, then the captain put home a 
loose puck after Brady Skjei's shot from the point hit Fast in 
front. 

For Staal, it was his third goal in five games and his fourth 
since the All-Star break. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks, post-game: 

"We had some guys play really hard and really well. I 
actually thought the Aho line was really good, they just didn't 
get rewarded for what they were putting out there. I didn't 
love our second period, we were just flat and it kind of 
sucked the life out of us. I thought our third period was really 
good, just a couple weird bounces, right? Some weird things 
happened. Overall though, we weren't that great, but still in a 
position to win the game." 

Jaccob Slavin on some of the identifying factors of the 
evening, Raanta and the penalty kill: 

"Raants played unbelievable. Countless times he bailed us 
out. He bailed me out in the third period. We've got a really 
good penalty kill, but if you give skilled players that much 
time and that much ice, they're going to try and make plays. 
That's exactly what wound up happening." 

Antti Raanta describing his night: 

"It was kind of easy to get to the game. They got the power 
play early on and they threw a lot of pucks in. It helps you get 
yourself into a rhythm and get inside the game. There were a 
lot of really good things, but then there were also some goals 
that maybe I'd like to do different things to try and make 
those saves. It was one of those games. There were a lot of 
good things, but if you let in four goals, you can always do a 
little bit better in your small details. It was a tough game 
though, they played really well." 

What's Next?: 

Post-game the team flies east ahead of a Thursday night 
meeting with the Washington Capitals. Thursday's broadcast 
is ESPN/Hulu+ special. Plan accordingly. 

Bonus Notes:  

 The Canes penalty kill finished 3/4, with the 
overtime winner being the lone power play goal for 
Detroit. On both the second and third attempt of the 
night for the Red Wings they published zero shots. 

 Aho and Teravainen also led Carolina with four 
shots on goal each. 

 Brett Pesce led all skaters playing 27:27. 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 2, 2022 

 

 

 

Raymond scores in OT, Red Wings end Hurricanes winning streak at five 

By Dave Hogg 

DETROIT -- The Carolina Hurricanes' five-game winning 
streak ended when Lucas Raymond scored with eight 
seconds left in overtime to give the Detroit Red Wings a 4-3 
victory at Little Caesars Arena on Tuesday. 

Raymond scored on a power play after the Hurricanes were 
penalized for having too many men on the ice at 3:13. 

"When you have a 4-on-3 power play, there's so much open 
ice that you can just keep passing the puck to get a better 
chance," Raymond said. "[Assistant Alex Tanguay] reminded 
us to get the puck on the net and make things happen." 

Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves for the Red Wings (24-24-
6), who lost their previous two games, including 10-7 to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday. 

"We needed to get back to defending as a five-man unit 
instead of defending five 1-on-1s," Detroit coach Jeff Blashill 
said. "We did a much better job of that tonight, and it created 
some chances for us." 

Antti Raanta made 37 saves, and Sebastian Aho scored for 
the Hurricanes (37-11-5). The too-many-men penalty came 
after two players collided during a line change. 

"We had a couple of weird things go against us tonight, but 
you have to give the Red Wings credit," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We were pretty average tonight, and they 
played hard." 

Aho scored a power-play goal at 13:02 of the first period to 
give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

Carter Rowney tied it 1-1 at 12:00 of the second period on a 
redirection from the edge of the crease. 

Michael Rasmussen scored at 2:45 of the third period, taking 
a pass from Jordan Oesterle and breaking in alone to give 
the Red Wings a 2-1 lead. 

"We've stumbled out of the gate in the last few games, but I 
thought we were good tonight from start to finish," 
Nedeljkovic said. "Even when they got the first goal, we kept 
battling, and when we got a couple of bounces, we 
capitalized." 

Jesper Fast tied it 2-2 at 7:06 when his shot deflected off 
Rowney's stick, and Jordan Staal scored at 16:12 on a 
rebound to give Carolina a 3-2 lead. 

But Dylan Larkin tied it 38 seconds later after he stole the 
puck from Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei in the slot to 
make it 3-3 at 16:50. The goal extended Larkin's point streak 
to 10 games (seven goals, 11 assists). 

"We had the lead, and the puck just bounces over Skjei's 
stick at the end," Brind'Amour said. "Just a weird play." 

Teuvo Teravainen hit the post in overtime, and Raanta made 
the save on two breakaways before the Red Wings power 
play. 

"I told Teuvo that if hehad scored, we would have been on all 
of the front pages of the Finnish newspapers," Raanta said. 
"But they got a couple of good looks and got a bounce at the 
end. It's tough to look up and see eight seconds left on the 
clock. It would have been nice to get to the shootout." 

NOTES: Teravainen had an assist on Aho's goal. It was the 
172nd time each scored a point on the same Carolina goal, 
breaking the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers record set by Ron 
Francis and Kevin Dineen (Hartford, 1984-91; Carolina, 
1998-99). The assist also extended Teravainen's point streak 
to nine games (four goals, eight assists). … Moritz Seider 
had an assist on the winning goal, extending his point streak 
to seven games, the longest by a rookie defenseman in Red 
Wings history. Reed Larson had a six-game streak from Dec. 
4-17, 1977. 
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Raymond’s OT goal lifts Red Wings past Hurricanes, 4-3 

By Dana Gauruder 

DETROIT (AP) — Lucas Raymond scored a power-play goal 
with eight seconds remaining in overtime and the Detroit Red 
Wings ended Carolina’s five-game winning streak with a 4-3 
victory on Tuesday night. 

Raymond’s 16th goal of the season came on a rebound of a 
Tyler Bertuzzi shot. Carter Rowney, Michael Rasmussen and 
Dylan Larkin scored in regulation for Detroit, which had lost 
its last two games, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 27 saves. 

Detroit was awarded a power play when the Hurricanes were 
whistled for too many men on the ice. 

“There’s so much open ice on a 4-on-3 that you can start 
overpassing the puck to find a perfect shot,” Raymond said. 
“(Assistant coach Alex Tanguay) reminded us to get the puck 
on the net and make things happen.” 

Sebastian Aho, Jesper Fast and Jordan Staal scored for the 
Hurricanes, while Antti Raanta stopped 38 shots. 

“They got a couple of looks and obviously at the end they 
just got the bounces going their way and find the back of the 
net,” Raanta said. “Then you look up and see there’s only 
eight seconds left. It would’ve been nice to get to the 
shootout and see what happens there.” 

Carolina killed off two penalties early in the game, then 
scored on a power play with seven minutes left in the first 
period. Vincent Trocheck set up Aho’s 24th goal overall and 
12th on the power play. 

Rowney tied it at the 12-minute mark of the second period, 
tapping the puck at the crease through Raanta’s legs for his 
fourth goal. 

“The last few games, we’ve stumbled out of the gate, but I 
thought we were good tonight from start to finish,” 
Nedeljkovic said. “Even when they got the first goal, we 
responded well and stuck with it.” 

Rasmussen gave Detroit a 2-1 advantage 2:45 into the third 
period. He snuck behind the defense off a lead pass from 
Jordan Oesterle and slipped a low shot past Raanta for his 
eighth goal. 

Fast knotted the score at 7:05 with his 11th goal, beating 
Nedeljkovic from the right circle. 

Staal scored on a backhander with 3:48 left in regulation but 
Larkin answered 38 seconds later with his 27th goal. 

“I think things got a little haywire in the third period, but I 
thought overall we defended pretty well and we competed 
extremely hard,” Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “That’s 
a very good team for a reason, but our compete level was 
very, very good and we created chances against a very good 
defensive team.” 

Defenseman Brady Skjei lost the puck in his own zone, 
leading to Larkin’s tying goal. 

“Just a couple of weird bounces,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We get ahead and the puck just flips over 
Skjei’s stick at the end. Overall, we weren’t that great but we 
were still in position to win it.” 

NOTES 

Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen extended his point 
streak to nine consecutive games with a first-period assist. 
… Aho has 20 points in 20 career games against Detroit. … 
Larkin extended his point streak to 10 games. … The teams 
close out their three-game season series in Carolina on April 
14. The Hurricanes won the first meeting on Dec. 16, 5-3. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Visit Washington Capitals on Thursday. 

Red Wings: Visit Tampa Bay Lightning on Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 2, 2022 

 

Ovechkin, Capitals to host the Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes (37-11-5, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Washington Capitals (28-18-9, fourth in the Metropolitan) 

Washington; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Capitals +112, Hurricanes 
-136 

BOTTOM LINE: Alex Ovechkin and Washington square off 
against Carolina. Ovechkin is eighth in the league with 64 
points, scoring 32 goals and recording 32 assists. 

The Capitals are 9-5-1 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Washington is the top team in the Eastern 
Conference with 5.2 assists per game, led by Evgeny 
Kuznetsov averaging 0.7. 

The Hurricanes are 19-7-4 in conference matchups. Carolina 
is eighth in the Eastern Conference with 33.2 shots per game 
and is averaging 3.5 goals. 

Washington knocked off Carolina 4-2 in the last meeting 
between these teams on Nov. 28. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Ovechkin has 64 total points for the 
Capitals, 32 goals and 32 assists. John Carlson has nine 
assists over the last 10 games for Washington. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 32 total assists and 
has 56 points. Teuvo Teravainen has 12 points over the last 
10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Capitals: 4-6-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 4.9 
assists, 4.1 penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.2 goals per game with an .895 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-2-2, averaging 3.5 goals, six assists, 4.7 
penalties and 10.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals 
per game with a .925 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Capitals: Joe Snively: day to day (upper body), 
Justin Schultz: day to day (undisclosed). 

Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), Tony 
DeAngelo: out (midsection). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus every team's February MVP 

By Kristen Shilton  

Now that we're into March, many eyes are on the NHL's 
transaction wire as the 2022 trade deadline approaches on 
March 21. But, February was no slouch for excitement either, 
with a wild All-Star Weekend and a number of individual 
performances that highlighted both superstars and under-
the-radar contributors around the league. 

For this week's edition of the NHL Power Rankings, we've 
anointed a February MVP for all 32 teams. Some were no-
brainers, others hotly debated, but all deserve accolades. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Feb. 23. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.778 
Next seven days: @ ARI (March 3), vs. CGY (March 5), @ 
NYI (March 7), @ NJ (March 8) 

MVP: Darcy Kuemper. By Colorado's lofty standard, the 
team had a down month in terms of offensive production 
(averaging a middle-of-the-pack 3.20 goals per game). Enter 
Darcy Kuemper, who excelled even without the usual goal 
support and compiled a 5-1-1 record, .938 save percentage 
and 1.98 goals-against average. That's how you stay hot 
(even when your teammates' sticks aren't). 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.745 
Next seven days: @ WSH (March 3), vs. PIT (March 4), vs. 
SEA (March 6) 

MVP: Teuvo Teravainen. Let's give Teravainen his credit, 
shall we? The Hurricanes' winger generated four goals and 
11 points in eight games last month, rifles a dangerous wrist 
shot and elevates those around him with superb playmaking. 
Teravainen's averaging nearly two minutes per game 
shorthanded as part of Carolina's vaunted penalty kill (which 
is a league-best 90.2% on the season). Talk about valuable. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.708 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (March 3), vs. DET (March 5), @ 
BUF (March 7), @ PIT (March 8) 

MVP: Jonathan Huberdeau. Nothing to see here, just 
Huberdeau leading the Panthers with one goal and 12 points 
in February (for an average of nearly two points per game). 
Even though Florida ended the month on a three-game 
losing skid, Huberdeau has continuously been his team's 
shining star. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.731 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 3), vs. DET (March 4), @ 
CHI (March 6), @ WPG (March 8) 

MVP: Nikita Kucherov. I'd like to somehow bestow MVP 
honors on those Canadian tuxedos worn by Tampa players 
ahead of the outdoor game in Nashville. But if we must 
choose a player, let it be Kucherov. In just five games in 
February, the Lightning superstar collected four goals, seven 
points and a few bruised egos from his opponents. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.673 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 3), @ COL (March 5), vs. 
EDM (March 7), vs. WSH (March 8) 

MVP: Jacob Markstrom. Selecting just one MVP from 
Calgary this season is difficult. Judging on last month alone, 
when the Flames went 10-1-0? Even tougher. Markstrom still 
takes the cake, based on consistency alone. February was 
another terrific chapter in his season, complete with an 8-1-0 
record (the month's highest win total for a goalie), a .929 
save percentage and 2.04 GAA. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.698 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (March 2), vs. VAN (March 5), @ 
CBJ (March 7), vs. SEA (March 8) 

MVP: Mitchell Marner. What didn't Marner do for the Leafs in 
February? Lead the team in points (23): check! Tied for the 
lead in goals (9): check! Scored four goals in a game: check! 
Given the state of Toronto's goaltending currently requires 
ample offensive support, Marner couldn't have picked a 
better month to explode. 

7. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.673 
Next seven days: @ NYR (March 2), @ NYI (March 5), @ NJ 
(March 6), vs. OTT (March 8) 

MVP: Justin Faulk. Not enough is being made of Faulk's 
great season in St. Louis, and February was more of the 
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same. The Blues' top-pairing defender averaged a point per 
game offensively, and carried the second most average ice 
time (23:48) on his team, while posting an excellent plus-11 
rating. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.670 
Next seven days: vs. STL (March 2), vs. NJ (March 4), @ 
WPG (March 6), @ MIN (March 8) 

MVP: Igor Shesterkin. Yes, we're piling more love on Igor 
Shesterkin, but how can you not? The term MVP was 
invented for seasons like his. In February alone, Shesterkin 
went 4-1-1, and posted the month's second-best numbers 
(.959 save percentage, 1.31 GAA) among league starters. 
He's got the hot hand (or glove, as it were). 

9. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.637 
Next seven days: @ PHI (March 3), @ BUF (March 4), vs. 
DAL (March 6), vs. NYR (March 8) 

MVP: Jared Spurgeon. Anyone else still thinking about that 
no-look pass Spurgeon made to Kirill Kaprizov against 
Florida last month? Just me? Fine. But the Wild defenseman 
had a productive February all around, tallying five points and 
averaging nearly 23 minutes of ice time per game. That 
Minnesota won just three games all month despite his efforts 
was the real downer, though. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.673 
Next seven days: @ TB (March 3), @ CAR (March 4), vs. 
FLA (March 8) 

MVP: Sidney Crosby. It's taken a while, but Crosby finally 
looks like Crosby. The Penguins' captain scored his 500th 
career goal in February and moved into the top 25 on the 
NHL's all-time points list at the end of the month after 
producing 12 points in 10 games. Oh, and he's still one of 
the NHL's more effective defensive forwards. Tough to top 
that. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.630 
Next seven days: @ VGK (March 3), @ CBJ (March 5), vs. 
LA (March 7) 

MVP: Jeremy Swayman. It's hard to believe Swayman is a 
rookie. Based on his clutch performances in February, the 
Bruins' netminder has some veteran-level swagger. 
Swayman was 5-1-1 last month, while his .960 save 
percentage and 1.13 GAA were tops among league starters. 
Boston couldn't ask for better between the pipes. 

12. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.593 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (March 3), @ ANA (March 4), vs. 
OTT (March 6), @ PHI (March 8) 

MVP: Jack Eichel. Who could predict what Eichel's return 
from a hotly debated surgical procedure would look like? 
Turns out, no one needed to worry. Vegas' new center hit the 
ground running in February with four points in five games, 
while logging solid ice time (17:57 per game) and excelling in 
the face-off dot (51.9%). Any questions? 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.604 
Next seven days: @ SEA (March 2), @ SJ (March 5), vs. 
DAL (March 8) 

MVP: Roman Josi. February was generally poor for the 
Predators, but Josi had a strong month individually. 
Nashville's top defenseman has been getting his groove 
back after a slow start, and produced much closer to 
expectations with 10 points in eight games through February 
(and he still averages over 26 minutes of ice time per game). 
Now Nashville must channel more of Josi's energy into 
getting itself fully back on track. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.602 
Next seven days: @ DAL (March 2), @ CBJ (March 4), @ 
BUF (March 6), @ BOS (March 7) 

MVP: Adrian Kempe. Los Angeles is legitimately gunning for 
first place in the Pacific Division, and Kempe is a big reason 
why. The Kings' scoring force produced seven goals in eight 
games last month (while averaging 1.13 PPG), had a 25.9 
shooting percentage and two game-winning goals. Wherever 
L.A. continues to track, count on Kempe to be leading the 
charge. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.583 
Next seven days: @ CHI (March 3), vs. MTL (March 5), @ 
CGY (March 7) 

MVP: Mikko Koskinen. The goaltending drama in Edmonton 
this season could rival any season of Real Housewives. 
That's what makes Mikko Koskinen's recent play so critical. 
He was 3-0-0 in February, with a .903 save percentage and 
2.92 GAA. In that stretch, Koskinen stole a win for Edmonton 
against one of the NHL's best teams, with a 44-save 
performance in Florida. And it feels like he's just getting 
warmed up. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.591 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (March 3), vs. SEA (March 5), @ 
CGY (March 8) 

MVP: Carl Hagelin. February wasn't a great month for 
Washington or its stars. When that happens, other players 
tend to step up a bit; in this case, there's been Carl Hagelin. 
He had a productive month playing with Garnet Hathaway 
and Nic Dowd, generating seven points through 10 games 
with a plus-seven rating. No doubt the Capitals have some 
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work to do overall, but Hagelin and his line have been doing 
their part. 

17. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.587 
Next seven days: vs. LA (March 2), @ WPG (March 4), @ 
MIN (March 6), @ NSH (March 8) 

MVP: Jake Oettinger. The Stars played a strong defensive 
game in February, which only contributed to Oettinger's 
fantastic netminding. Dallas' rookie star stood out with a 6-2-
1 record, with a stellar .937 save percentage and 1.96 GAA. 
The Stars have been showing all sorts of improvements 
across the board, and no doubt Oettinger is at the center of 
their surge. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.528 
Next seven days: vs. LA (March 4), vs. BOS (March 5), vs. 
TOR (March 7) 

MVP: Patrik Laine. Laine's game really caught fire in 
February. Columbus' top-line winger potted nine goals and 
15 points in nine games for his best run of the season (and 
frankly his greatest stretch ever as a Blue Jacket). Is it any 
wonder Columbus went 7-3-0 in February, too? Laine's 
resurgence is the spark for which these Blue Jackets have 
been desperate. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.527 
Next seven days: @ NYI (March 3), @ TOR (March 5) 

MVP: J.T. Miller. Shoutout to Elias Pettersson, who also had 
a terrific February for Vancouver. But Miller managed to be 
the team's most productive player (five goals and 16 points 
in 10 games; 19:52 average time on ice) while managing a 
landslide of trade chatter that could understandably knock 
any player off his game. Miller has stayed the course, 
injecting life into his club's still-realistic playoff hopes. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.528 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 4), vs. NYR (March 6), vs. 
TB (March 8) 

MVP: Kyle Connor. The Jets haven't had a more important 
player all season than Connor. And while others around him 
have stepped up lately (including Blake Wheeler and Mark 
Scheifele), Connor remains the cream of Winnipeg's crop. In 
February alone, Connor added another eight goals and 14 
points in 12 games, was plus-one and paced forwards in ice 
time (22:30 per game). He does it all and does it well. 

21. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.545 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 4), vs. SJ (March 6), @ 
CHI (March 8) 

MVP: Anthony Stolarz. I know what you're thinking. Anthony 
Stolarz only started two games (and made four 
appearances) for Anaheim in February; how can he be the 
MVP? Well, the Ducks won only two games the entire month 
(and allowed four or more goals in six of their seven outings). 
When called upon, Stolarz was solid. He finished 1-1-0, with 
a .919 save percentage and 2.68 GAA. That's one bright 
spot in an otherwise dim month. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 5), @ ANA (March 6) 

MVP: Brent Burns. Tempted to give Jeffrey Viel his due here 
for fighting Zdeno Chara on a record-setting night, but I 
digress. February produced only two wins for San Jose -- 
one of them over Chara and the Islanders -- but even in 
tough times, Brent Burns remains a steadying force. The big 
blueliner makes his plays at both ends of the ice, always 
giving the Sharks a chance to come through. And anyone 
who can average over 27 minutes of ice time per game 
deserves recognition, right? 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ TB (March 4), @ FLA (March 5), vs. 
ARI (March 8) 

MVP: Moritz Seider. How much better could Seider's rookie 
season be for the Red Wings? Last month, Seider produced 
the longest point streak (at six games) by a Detroit blueliner 
since Reed Larson in 1977-78. He averaged the most ice 
time (24:47 per game) and the second most points (1.43) on 
the team, and seems to establish his game further with every 
shift. A true revelation in Motown. 

24. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.480 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 3), vs. STL (March 5), vs. 
COL (March 7) 

MVP: Ilya Sorokin. Sorokin not only registered his fifth 
shutout of the season to cap the month off, but was a solid 5-
3-2 overall with .922 save percentage and 2.38 GAA. On a 
team that's lacked for consistency, Sorokin has continued to 
give New York steady contributions. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.398 
Next seven days: @ NYR (March 4), vs. STL (March 6), vs. 
COL (March 8) 

MVP: Jack Hughes. February was an All-Star sort of month 
for first-time NHL All-Star Jack Hughes. Limited to just six 
games, Hughes generated five goals and 12 points with a 
23.8% shooting percentage. It's a small sample size, but one 
Hughes can keep building on as the Devils' season 
progresses and offers a glimpse into how dominant the 20-
year-old could be in years to come. 
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26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.396 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (March 3), vs. CHI (March 5), vs. 
VGK (March 8) 

MVP: Travis Sanheim. It's not always about who's flashiest. 
Sometimes, it's about who's most reliable. And that makes 
Sanheim invaluable to Philadelphia. In February, Sanheim 
continued to be the Flyers' best source of offensive from the 
blue line (two goals and five points in eight games) while 
anchoring their defensive efforts. Now if only he could see 
more power-play time. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.426 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (March 3), @ PHI (March 5), vs. 
TB (March 6), vs. ANA (March 8) 

MVP: Marc-Andre Fleury. The Blackhawks don't win a lot of 
games, but it always feels like Fleury gives them a chance. 
He was 2-4-1 in February, but with a .914 save percentage 
and 2.74 GAA behind a team that averaged only 2.44 goals 
in front of him and allowed over 33 shots per game. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.413 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 3), @ ARI (March 5), @ 
VGK (March 6), @ STL (March 8) 

MVP: Connor Brown. It doesn't matter to Brown that Ottawa 
is, once again, a struggling team. He always brings the effort. 
In February, he continued to be the playmaking winger his 
Senators need, going plus-five and tallying nine points in 11 
games. 

29. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.306 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 3), @ EDM (March 5) 

MVP: Cole Caufield. Interim coach Martin St. Louis has 
taken Caufield under his wing, and the results are everything 
Montreal has wanted. Caufield has his best month of the 
season in February, scoring six goals and 10 points in nine 

games. More impressively, nine of his 10 points were at 5-
on-5. The St. Louis-Caufield connection could be the best 
pairing Montreal has had in years. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.336 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 2), @ WSH (March 5), @ 
CAR (March 6), @ TOR (March 8) 

MVP: Mark Giordano. February was another tough run for 
the Kraken, finished by a seven-game winless slide. 
Giordano has had his moments, though. Seattle's captain 
can still be impressive, especially on the penalty kill where 
he scored two shorthanded goals last month. Well into his 
30s, Giordano remains his team's leader in ice time (21:46 
per game), proving how valuable his presence continues to 
be. 

31. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.370 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 2), vs. MIN (March 4), vs. 
LA (March 6), vs. FLA (March 7) 

MVP: Tage Thompson. This season has been a coming-out 
party for Thompson, and his February was another scene in 
that extravaganza. He led the Sabres with eight goals and 11 
points (including netting a hat trick), and has accepted 
increased responsibility as Buffalo's second-most used 
forward (averaging 18:26 per game). Shifting to center might 
be the best thing that could have happened for Thompson -- 
and the Sabres' future. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.302 
Next seven days: vs. COL (March 3), vs. OTT (March 5), @ 
DET (March 8) 

MVP: Clayton Keller. When it comes to exciting young 
players who can give a beleaguered fan base something to 
cheer, look no further than Keller. The winger had a 
productive February, scoring five goals (all at even strength) 
and 11 points in 10 games. Keller continues to be a great 
foundational piece around whom Arizona can build. 
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Quick Whistles: Andersen Strengthens Vezina Contender Status, Hurricanes Top Forwards, 
and Bear’s Importance 

By Brett Finger  

Stop me if you’ve heard this before, but if it weren’t for a 
goalie up in New York playing better than anyone in the 
world, another goalie would be right in the mix for the Vezina 
Trophy. 

Frederik Andersen is “another goalie” in this scenario. And 
Igor Shesterkin is the dude in New York who will likely ruin 
Andersen’s Vezina-worthy season. 

It was another absurdly impressive week for Andersen, 
whose performances played a massive role in the Hurricanes 
going three-for-three through the Flyers, Blue Jackets, and 
Oilers. 

His shutout of the Blue Jackets might have been his least-
impressive outing of the three, having faced just 19 shots in 
a 6-0 shellacking. Those bookend games against 
Philadelphia and Edmonton, however, were game-deciding 
stars. 

The Hurricanes probably didn’t deserve to win in 
Philadelphia. Their first period was among their worst 5-on-5 
periods of the season, but they escaped with a 2-1 lead 
through 20 minutes after getting outshot 11-2. 

Andersen allowed three goals on 41 shots, including 19 
shots in the third period and overtime before Brett Pesce 
batted a pass out of mid-air and closed things out at the very 
end of the overtime period. 

“He’s been great,” Rod Brind’Amour said of Andersen’s start 
in Philly. “The goals that went in, we shot the first one in 
ourselves, right? The other one is questionable banging 
around; we’re debating whether we call goalie interference. 
Those are the ones that beat him. He got us two points 
tonight, for sure.” 

It was more of the same from Andersen against Connor 
McDavid’s Oilers on Sunday at PNC Arena. 

After an early disallowed goal, Carolina’s number one 
stopped 29 of 30 shots, including 15 of 16 in a second period 
that the Hurricanes found themselves behind the eight-ball 
for most of. 

Over his three starts last week, Andersen faced 90 shots and 
allowed four goals. Dating back to the beginning of 
December, he has a .931 save percentage in his 18 wins in 
22 starts while allowing exactly two goals against per game. 

Through 38 appearances, Andersen has a league-most 29 
wins, and a .930 save percentage. He is well on his way to 
getting his first Vezina nomination. 

He ranks second among qualified starters in save 
percentage and goals saved about expected, trailing 
Shesterkin in both categories. 

If it weren’t for how dominant the Rangers’ starter has been, 
Andersen would be the clubhouse leader for the Vezina right 
now. 

Neither he nor the team is worried about that, though. 
Instead, their sights are set on something much bigger, and 
Andersen’s consistent lights-out play continues to put the 
Hurricanes in a position to make a run at the ultimate trophy 
this summer. 

“He’s calm in there, so he makes you feel calm,” said 
Brind’Amour on Sunday. “Even when you have a really good 
chance coming at you, the way he plays it makes you feel 
like, ‘Oh, that wasn’t as good of a chance.’ Makes you feel 
like it’s not going so bad. I think he calms the group down 
with the way he plays.” 

Hurricanes’ Top Forwards Leading the Charge 

It hasn’t always been smooth sailing from October to now for 
either Sebastian Aho or Teuvo Teravainen. 

Aho struggled with his complete game in the early stages of 
the season. Teravainen had a rough stretch shortly after that. 
Fast forward to now, the dog-days of the NHL season, both 
of them are firing on all cylinders. 

Teravainen and Aho are riding eight and six-game point 
streaks, respectively, and their production has fueled 
Carolina’s offense dating back to the beginning of December. 

Since December, the two Finns have combined for 64 points 
in 28 team games. 

Their individual production, while impressive, is boosted by 
their on-ice chemistry, which we are reminded of year-in and 
year-out. 

As of late, those two have been reunited on the team’s top 
forward line at 5-on-5, and they’ve been a non-stop offensive 
force. 

To make matters worse for opposing defenses, the third man 
on that line is now Andrei Svechnikov, who is in the midst of 
his best stretch of hockey, maybe in his entire career. He has 
13 goals and 28 points over his last 22 games, and he has 
11 multi-point games over that same stretch. 

When Aho, Teravainen, and Svechnikov are all going, this 
team is next to impossible to stop, and we’ve seen that 
lately. Even when the team isn’t playing at its best, they 
scratch out wins thanks to their goaltending and top-end 
talent, making the handful of big plays throughout the course 
of a game that makes the difference. 
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The Importance of The Bear 

The Hurricanes will be without one of their most significant 
sources of offense, Anthony DeAngelo, for the better part of 
the next month due to injury. 

We’ve seen that this team can still produce offense at 5-on-5 
and the power play without him in the short term, but some 
focus needs to turn to Ethan Bear over the coming weeks. 

It’s a secret to no one that Bear’s excellent start to the 
season got derailed by his bout with COVID. When he came 
back, he simply wasn’t the same player, which led to him 
getting scratched regularly. 

After several weeks of him working on getting his game 
back, he’s finally showing signs of his game bouncing back, 
especially over these last three games. 

He was an active offensive contributor against the Flyers 
and, especially, the Blue Jackets. And while he wasn’t a 
source of much offense against the Oilers, he played nine 5-
on-5 minutes against Connor McDavid and played a 
considerable role in the Hurricanes finding a way to keep him 
off the scoresheet. 

When Bear faced McDavid, the Canes only allowed five shot 
attempts. That’s big-time stuff from a guy who has been 
searching for his game and should be another big confidence 
boost for him as he continues to reestablish his role on the 
team entering the final third of the regular season. 

With DeAngelo out, the Hurricanes need Bear to step up and 
return to the level he played at in the early days of the 
season. Thankfully, it looks like he is up to that challenge. 

Canes squander Raanta gem, fall in OT to Wings 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes saw their five-game win streak 
come to an end Tuesday night in Detroit, as the Canes 
couldn’t take advantage of an unbelievable effort in net from 
Antti Raanta in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Detroit Red Wings.  

Raanta was the Canes’ best player from start to finish 
Tuesday, making big stop after big stop in a 37-save effort. 
Raanta was mesmerizing in the overtime period, standing on 
his head before a weird bounce and scramble let Lucas 
Raymond score the winner with just eight seconds left to play 
and the Red Wings on the 4-on-3 power play.  

As for regulation, the Hurricanes weren’t very sharp in a 
game where Raanta had to do more than his fair share to 
keep Carolina in it. Sebastian Aho, Jesper Fast and Jordan 
Staal all scored goals for the Canes, who surrendered an 
early 1-0 lead and a late 3-2 lead to drop a point.  

For the Red Wings, Carter Rowney, Michael Rasmussen and 
Dylan Larkin scored in regulation, with the captain equalizing 
things late in the third period to set up the Raymond winner. 
Former Hurricane Alex Nedeljkovic was pretty good in the 
Detroit net as well, stopping 27 of 30 shots faced. 

The Canes didn’t start this one out on the best foot, as 
Carolina struggled to really find its rhythm early on in the first 
period.  

A big part of that was two quick penalties, as Carolina’s 
league-leading penalty kill was put to work twice in the first 
seven minutes of the game. The first PK was shaky, as 
Raanta made four huge saves to keep it scoreless. The 
second was much more characteristic of what the Canes 
have done all year down a man, with Detroit mustering little.  

Things settled down after the second penalty kill, with 
Carolina going to the power play itself as Larkin dragged 
Brady Skjei down in the offensive zone.  

That one paid off quickly for the Hurricanes, as a beautiful 
Teuvo Teravainen to Vincent Trocheck to Aho connection 
made it 1-0.  

The second period wasn’t the best for the Canes, as Detroit 
outworked the Canes for a lot of the middle frame to jump 
back into the game.  

The Red Wings evened the score on such a play, as Rowney 
outbattled Jordan Staal in front of Carolina’s net and put a 
really good redirection through the legs of Raanta, who was 
spectacular the rest of the period to keep it tied.  

Despite a brief moment of aggression and togetherness late 
in the second period for the Canes, it was more of what we 
saw during most of the second period early in the third as 
Detroit made it 2-1.  

Rasmussen just outskated the Canes into the offensive 
zone, firing a quick shot low past Raanta who was hung out 
to dry.  

It took Carolina over six minutes to get a shot on goal in the 
third period, a stretch of time where Raanta had to come up 
with a couple huge saves, including a one-on-one for Larkin, 
to keep it 2-1.  

But once the Canes finally did find a shot, they were able to 
tie it shortly after thanks to some incredibly fortunate 
bounces. Nedeljkovic failed to clear a puck, and a good 
bounce for the Hurricanes put the puck on the stick of Fast, 
who wristed it off of the stick of Rowney and into the net to 
make it 2-2. 

The Canes took the lead late in the third period, as Staal, 
who had originally been credited for Fast’s goal, got his by 
winning a battle. The Canes won an offensive-zone faceoff 
and Staal did work in the slot, spinning and backhanding a 
shot past Nedeljkovic to make it 3-2.  

That lead was very, very short lived though, as Larkin 
extended his point streak to 10 games with a goal off an ugly 
Skjei turnover just 38 seconds after Staal gave the Canes 
the lead.  

The overtime period looked a lot like some of regulation, with 
Raanta coming up with some absolutely massive saves to 
keep the Hurricanes alive.  

Carolina took a penalty for too many men on the ice, though, 
and Detroit capitalized with just eight seconds left in 
overtime, winning it after a flurry of initial saves from Raanta.  

The Hurricanes will be back on the ice Thursday night in the 
nation’s capital for a meeting with the Caps.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Raanta on OT loss to Detroit 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ win streak came to an end 
Tuesday night in Detroit, as Carolina fell to Detroit 4-3 in 
overtime despite a wonderful effort in net from Antti Raanta.  

Raanta was the Hurricanes’ best player in the loss, making 
big save after big save to give the Canes a chance at all. The 
overtime winner for the Red Wings, which came from Lucas 
Raymond with just eight seconds left, came after a flurry of 
initial saves from Raanta.  

As for regulation, the Hurricanes got goals from Sebastian 
Aho, Jesper Fast and Jordan Staal in a game where Carolina 
just wasn’t quite sharp enough to put any breathing room 
between itself and Detroit.  

Following the overtime loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Raanta: He was great. He was solid the whole night, 
especially in overtime. I don’t know how many opportunities 
we gave up there, but it was too bad with the bounce at the 
end there that ricocheted. We did a pretty nice job of killing it 
and Raanta was making big saves, but it just bounces weird. 
Tough ending for him, but he was great.  

On the rest of the team: We had some guys play really hard 
and really well. I thought the Aho line was really good, they 
just didn’t get rewarded for what they put out there. I didn’t 
love our second period. We were just flat. That kind of 
sucked the life out of us. I thought the third period was really 
good. It was just a couple weird bounces, chips over [Brady 
Skjei]’s stick there. Some weird things were happening. But 
overall, we weren’t that great but still in a position to win the 
game.  

On Detroit getting breakaways: I’ll have to look at all of them, 
but every one we were a step off. Kind of with their guy, kind 
of not. We gave them a little bit too much time. They made 
us pay for it. They were spirited. They played a hard game. 
Give them a lot of credit. I think we were pretty average 
tonight overall. 

On why Detroit always seems to play the Canes hard: They 
come ready to go. They play hard. They know they have to 
play hard against us, and they’re ready. You can just feel it. I 
think we kind of tiptoe into the game sometimes a little bit. 
It’s a good team. A lot of good young players over there. I 
think they’re better than their record is, to be honest with you. 

On the OT penalty being due to an inadvertent collision at 
center ice: Yup. There were weird things happening tonight 
that didn’t go our way. That was just a weird thing that 
happens. Whoever was going on sees him coming and 
expects to go and doesn’t expect the guy to fall. That’s what 
happens. It’s unfortunate.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On Raanta’s performance: [Raanta] played unbelievable. It’s 
a shame we didn’t play a full 60 for him out in front. He made 
huge saves throughout the game, huge saves in overtime. 
We’ve got to be better for him. 

On Raanta and the PK being the things that got bit in the end 
after being the best part of the game: [Raanta] played 
unbelievable. Just countless times he bailed us out. I know 
he bailed me out once in the third period. Then the kill, we’ve 
got a really good penalty kill. But if you give skill players 
enough opportunities, especially with that much time and ice 
available on the 4-on-3 then they’re going to make plays. 
That’s what ended up happening.  

On why Detroit always plays the Canes well: They’re a 
strong team. They’re young. They’re growing and continuing 
to get better and better. They’re fast, too, and we play a 
super fast-paced game. Their forwards do a pretty good job 
of cutting us off and not allowing us to get on our forecheck. 
We’ve just got to find a way to battle through that.  

On the connection between Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen: It is special. They’re both so highly talented and 
smart out there. Obviously their skill with the puck is 
unbelievable, but it’s their smarts and chemistry that they 
have and have built over their careers together. It’s fun to 
watch. It’s fun to be on the ice with them. You just kind of 
give them the puck and let them do their thing. They’re two 
special, special players.  

On his chemistry with Ethan Bear: He’s an easy guy to play 
with. He plays hard. He’s got good skill with the puck. Our 
chemistry is definitely building and going to continue to build 
when we do play together. It’s just figuring out 
communication out there. Communication is key in a lot of 
areas, but especially in the D zone. We’ve just got to 
continue to get better at that. It’s fun playing with him. 
Hopefully we continue to get better together.  

Antti Raanta 

On getting into the game and on his night: It was kind of easy 
to get into the game, honestly. They got the power play early 
on, and they throw a lot of pucks in. It’s just getting yourself 
in a rhythm, get inside the game. There was a lot of really 
good things and then obviously a couple goals where you 
could probably maybe do a little bit different things and make 
the saves. It’s one of those games where there were a lot of 
good things, but there’s always things when you let in four 
goals that you can always do a little bit better with some 
small details. Tough game. They played really well. I think 
the third period was really good hockey. Lots of chances on 
both ends, and both teams were playing good hockey. 

On finding the positives in this game: Yeah, absolutely. A lot 
of different situations today. A lot of mini breakaways, kind of 
what we’ve been trying to work on in practice also. Maybe 
with the second one where it goes through the five hole, it’s a 
tough play even though it looks like a really easy goal. It 
feels like a really easy goal, but when you’re trying to get 
your speed matching the guy and he shoots straight away 
and you’re still backing up and can’t get yourself down early 
enough. Those things are always tough to take when it feels 
like it’s your day and you’re dialed in like that. But obviously 
there were a lot of things that felt really good, and I felt like I 
was on top of my game. I’ll have to look at the clips. And 
obviously we got the point, so it wasn’t that bad. But you’d 
rather have the two points and the W. Sometimes hockey is 
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like that and the bounces don’t go your way. You still have to 
take the good things out of it and work for those small 
details.  

On the connection between Aho and Teravainen: I think they 
think the game the same way. I think they’re reading the 
plays kind of similar. Usually it’s some pinpoint passes or 
something and looks like they just throw the puck there and it 
hits somebody’s stick and goes in. Maybe it’s a little bit out of 
this world the connection, but it’s fun to watch. And obviously 
[Andrei Svechnikov] is a really good third guy. There’s a lot 
of skill. When those guys are on the ice, usually good things 
happen. It’s fun to watch. I told [Teravainen] today after the 
game that it would have been in the Finnish newspaper on 
the front page if he were to score in overtime. It felt like I 
made a good save and then [Teravainen] hit the post. It’s the 
Finnish Mafia going on in Raleigh. Obviously it’s nice. Those 

two guys are something special. It’s nice to have them on 
your team.  

On the tough way to end the game with the penalty in OT: 
We played the PK really well there. They got a couple good 
looks there, but then obviously at the end there they got the 
bounces their way and found the back of the net. And then 
you look up and you see that there’s only eight seconds left. 
So obviously it would have been nice to get it to the shootout 
and see what happens there. But you know, it’s hockey. 
Sometimes things happen that you don’t want to happen. But 
I think we’ll learn from it. Obviously too many men on the 3-
on-3 is something you don’t really see that much. But 
obviously we haven’t played that much in overtime, either. 
Things happen when they happen, and you just have to learn 
from it and go for the next one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canes outpaced by Red Wings in 4-3 overtime loss  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

Goaltender Antti Raanta salvaged a point for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Detroit Red Wings 
on Tuesday, March 1. The Canes skaters stumbled in 
several places and eventually ran out of gas in OT. 

Raanta’s 37-save performance was easily the best by a 
player in a Canes (37-11-5) sweater, but the Red Wings (24-
24-6) were simply the better team. Carolina’s lack of focus 
peaked in the overtime period when a peculiar penalty for too 
many men on the ice led to Detroit’s game winner on the 
ensuing power play. 

“I didn't love our second period, we were just flat,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “And that sucked the life out of us. I 
thought the third period was really good, just a couple of 
weird bounces, right? We get it and then it just flips out over 
Skjeisy’s stick there. Just some weird things happening. But 
overall, we weren't that great." 

The Canes held a 1-0 lead heading into the first intermission 
largely thanks to Raanta keeping his focus from the get-go. 
However, Carolina couldn’t rally behind its goalie’s repeated 
efforts to keep the Hurricanes in the lead. Several mishaps 

throughout the game hampered the Canes’ ability to take the 
heat off its netminder. 

Carolina’s league-leading penalty kill got the job done as 
usual in regulation, stopping all three Detroit power plays, but 
the OT clincher by Lucas Raymond mirrored several other 
lowlights for the Canes defense on the night: Carolina simply 
couldn’t get the puck out of their own zone and the Red 
Wings eventually capitalized. 

“Rants played unbelievable,” said defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. “It's a shame we didn't play a full 60 for him. He made 
huge saves throughout the game, huge saves in overtime. 
We just got to be better for him.” 

One silver line that the Canes can take away is the continued 
success of the Finnish duo of left wing Teuvo Teräväinen 
and center Sebastian Aho. Teräväinen stretched his point 
streak to nine games with an assist to Aho’s first-period goal 
that opened the scoring. With that connection, Aho and 
Teräväinen have combined for 172 career goals, the most in 
franchise history. 

The Hurricanes will now head back up the east coast for a 
Metropolitan division matchup with the Washington Capitals 
on Thursday, March 3. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258946438.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258926828.html 

https://theathletic.com/3157997/2022/03/02/hurricanes-vibe-check-a-bizarre-overtime-loss-in-detroit/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/hurricanes-squander-raantas-performance-drop-ot-decision-in-detroit/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-suffer-overtime-loss-in-detroit-four-to-three/c-331344556 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-detroit-red-wings-game-recap/c-331255744 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-detroit-dylan-larkin-hockey-91781eda45a618a56f506fc02e38d39a 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-john-carlson-evgeny-kuznetsov-43ae3bf9536242159380cbb2fd9593de 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33400074/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-every-team-february-mvp 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/1/22955931/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-andersen-strengthens-vezina-status-aho-teravainen-
svechnikov-bear 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/1/22957640/they-said-it-brindamour-slavin-raanta-on-ot-loss-to-detroit 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/1/22957451/canes-squander-raanta-gem-fall-in-ot-to-wings 
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Jordan Staal scores again, but the Canes fell to Red Wings on an OT 
power play goal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 01, 2022 11:36 PM 

 

Antti Raanta may have played his best game of the season Tuesday but 
the Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t make their goalie a winner. 

The Detroit Red Wings took a 4-3 overtime victory at Little Caesars 
Arena, ending the Canes’ five-game win streak. A power-play goal by 
forward Lucas Raymond with eight seconds left in the OT decided a 
game that had Raanta make a season-high 37 saves. 

The Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen had a shot hit the far post in overtime -- 
Carolina that close to victory and the two points. The Canes then were 
penalized for having too many men on the ice, setting up the Wings for a 
four-on-three power play. 

The Canes’ penalty killers, who lead the NHL, stopped the Red Wings on 
three power plays in regulation but couldn’t get the game to a shootout. 
All in all it was a tough way for the Hurricanes to lose, even if a point was 
secured. 

“I felt like I was on top of my game,” Raanta said. “Obviously we got the 
point, so it wasn’t that bad. You’d rather take the two points and the ‘W’ 
but some days hockey is like that and the bounces don’t go your way.” 

The Hurricanes (37-11-5) maintained a five-point lead in the Metropolitan 
Division and earned a point for the seventh straight game. But they 
couldn’t hold a third-period lead as the Wings’ Dylan Larkin jumped on a 
Canes turnover and scored 38 seconds after Jordan Staal had given 
Carolina a 3-2 lead with 3:48 left in regulation. 

The Wings (24-24-6) then had seven shots in the overtime, four on the 
power play. Raanta stopped the first three but Raymond collected a 
loose puck beside the crease, had an open net and did not miss. 

“He was great, solid all night and especially in overtime,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Tough ending for him but he was great.” 

Sebastian Aho had a first-period power-play goal and Jesper Fast scored 
in the third after the Wings, young, quick and aggressive, had taken a 2-1 
lead on a Michael Rasmussen goal. 

The game was a matchup between Raanta and the Wings’ Alex 
Nedeljkovic, the former Canes goalie. Brind’Amour decided to give 
Frederik Andersen the night off and start Raanta, who was appearing in 
his third game since Jan. 29. Nedeljkovic, traded to Detroit after last 
season, had 27 saves. 

“Some weird things happened but overall we weren’t that great and still in 
position to win the game,” Brind’Amour said. “They were spirited, they 
played a hard game, give them a lot of credit. I think we were pretty 
average tonight.” 

Aho’s goal came after Teravainen made a quick stick play to keep the 
Wings from clearing the zone. He got the puck low to Vincent Trocheck, 
who found Aho open for the shot and score. 

Aho’s 24th goal of the season marked the 172nd time that Aho and 
Teravainen have teamed up for a score. That broke the franchise record 
set by Ron Francis and Kevin Dineen. 

“They read the game the same way,” Raanta said of the two Finns. 
“Maybe it’s a little out-of-this-world connection but it’s fun to watch. It’s 
the Finnish mafia going on in Raleigh and those two guys are something 
special.” 

Teravainen kept his point streak intact. It’s now at nine games, the 
longest of his career and the longest for the Canes this season. 

The Wings outplayed the Canes most of the second period, tying the 
score 1-1 when Carter Rowney outfought Jordan Staal for position in 
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front of the net. Raanta was forced into some tough saves in the second, 
including a one-on-one confrontation with Tyler Bertuzzi. 

The Wings continued to shake loose for odd-man rushes and 
Rasmussen scored 2:45 into the third for a 2-1 lead. But Fast, after 
taking a big hit along the boards, skated in for an open shot to tie it. 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov has support of ‘brothers’ during Russia-
Ukraine crisis 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 01, 2022 3:20 PM 

 

As the crisis worsens in Ukraine during the Russian invasion, Russian-
born players in the NHL have come under increased scrutiny, especially 
on social media. 

Alexander Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals, a strong supporter of 
Russian president Vladimir Putin in the past, has been excoriated. Hall of 
Fame goalie Dominik Hasek is one who lambasted him on Twitter, calling 
Ovechkin a liar and worse, saying the NHL should suspend the contracts 
of any Russian player who does not condemn Putin’s actions. 

An increase in criticism could filter down to other Russia-born players in 
the NHL as the situation intensifies — players such as Andrei Svechnikov 
of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Svechnikov, 21, has a large support group, Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook said Tuesday. 

“If anybody tries to make him feel bad about the situation, then he’s got 
23 brothers who will stick up for him,” said Martinook, an alternate 
captain. 

By that, Martinook meant the 23 players on the Hurricanes roster have 
that strong a bond. And the coaching staff, if need be, is there to support 
Svechnikov, and everyone else associated with the team. 

The NHL on Monday issued a statement urging a “peaceful resolution” to 
the crisis. The league said it was concerned about the well-being of its 
players from Russia, saying they “play in the NHL on behalf of their NHL 
Clubs, and not on behalf of Russia.” It also noted the league understands 
the players and their families “are being placed in an extremely difficult 
position.” 

Svechnikov, born in Barnaul, Russia, played a lot of his junior hockey in 
Moscow with his older brother, Evgeny, before coming to North America. 
His mother, Elana, has spent considerable time in the U.S. with her sons 
while their father, Igor, remains in Russia. 

“It’s obviously a unique situation and it isn’t anything ‘Svech’ can control. 
It’s out of his hands,” Martinook said Tuesday. “Obviously you want to 
support him ... and you have seen it with other players in the league who 
are getting some criticism. 

“He’s obviously from Russia but it’s totally out of his control. When you 
try to bring politics into hockey, it’s hard for guys to really have a stance 
on it when it’s completely out of their control. We’ll support him as much 
as he needs.” 

Svechnikov has a good player-and coach relationship with Rod 
Brind’Amour, who has been his head coach at Carolina since being 
drafted in 2018 and joining the Canes lineup at 18. 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday he has had a brief conversation with 
Svechnikov about the Russia-Ukraine situation. 

“It is what it is. It’s unfortunate,” Brind’Amour said. “You can’t say you 
take it as a blessing but we get caught up in our own world. We don’t 
watch news and stuff. I think just focusing on hockey is the best thing he 
can do.” 

If Svechnikov has been distracted in any way, it hasn’t shown in his play, 
Brind’Amour added. Svechnikov had a pair of assists Sunday in the 
Canes’ 2-1 win over Edmonton, giving him 50 points in 49 games this 
season. 

Since coming to the Canes as the No. 2 overall pick of the 2018 NHL 
draft, Svechnikov has had a maturity about him that belies his age, on 
and off the ice. That should help him as he deals internally with the 
growing crisis. 

“He’s mature above his years for sure,” Martinook said. “He understands 
what’s going on. I don’t know his take on it or how he feels about it, but I 
know he cares about it. ... 

“I’m not from Russia and don’t know what’s going on there, I’m not from 
Ukraine. ... I just don’t want ‘Svech’ to have to face any scrutiny from this 
situation because as I said it’s completely out of his control.” 

Svechnikov has not spoken publicly about the crisis. His agent, Todd 
Diamond of International Sports Advisors Co., could not be reached for 
comment. 
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Canes penalty kill is the best in the NHL. Good thing: The team is 
shorthanded a lot 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MARCH 01, 2022 7:00 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ ability to kill penalties has become so routine 
that at times, it’s almost taken for granted. 

The Canes will draw a penalty, send four players on the ice shorthanded 
and kill it off. 

Again. And again. 

No team has done it better in the NHL for the past three-plus years. 
Since Rod Brind’Amour became the Canes’ head coach in 2018, 
Carolina has been No. 1 in the league in penalty killing. 

“I just think we have a good system in place and we all buy in,” 
defenseman Brett Pesce said Sunday after the Canes’ 2-1 win over 
Edmonton at PNC Arena. “Everyone’s willing to block a shot, and I think 
everyone does such a good job of when it’s time to jump on them and try 
to get after them and take away their space.” 

According to the NHL, the Canes have killed off 84.9% of their penalties 
in the past 258 games in that four-season period. In the past two 
seasons, it’s a collective 87.8%. This season: 90.2%, again tops in the 
league. 

The Canes have been shorthanded 184 times this season and allowed 
18 goals. They went 8-for-8 on the kill in their recent home wins over 
Columbus and then Edmonton as the Blue Jackets and Oilers each were 
0-4 on power plays. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 2, 2022 

 

“We’re just so in sync,” Pesce said. “Whoever’s out there, the four guys 
out there, everyone’s intact with each other and obviously we’re really 
confident right now, too.” 

The Canes’ penalty killers got some early work Sunday against the 
Oilers. Defenseman Brady Skjei high-sticked Oilers star Connor 
McDavid, leaving McDavid bloodied and resulting in a four-minute double 
minor — albeit four minutes with McDavid in the locker room getting 
medical and dental treatment. 

With the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck and the Oilers’ Ryan McLeod already 
in the penalty boxes, the Oilers first had a 4-on-3 power play. Sebastian 
Aho, Jaccob Slavin and Ian Cole played shorthanded for Carolina, 
followed by Jordan Staal, Trocheck, Pesce and Cole when Edmonton 
had the 5-on-4 advantage. 

When the four minutes were up, it was still a scoreless game. Edmonton 
got one shot on goal out of all the power-play time. A few minutes later, 
Carolina’s Teuvo Teravainen scored the game’s first goal at even 
strength and Aho later added a power-play goal for a 2-0 lead. 

Aho and Teravainen have seen considerable shorthanded minutes and 
used their quick hands, good sticks and instincts to make plays up high 
and set up some shorthanded offensive chances. They’ve also been 
aggressive in doing it, often relying on goalie Frederik Andersen to clean 
up any mistakes. 

“It always starts with the hot goalie,” Aho said Sunday. “You can trust 
your own goalie and he’s always the most important guy on the PK. He 
kind of allows you to pressure up on the ice, because you know he’s 
going to make the last save if we do something stupid out there. 

“It probably starts from that and obviously I’ve been playing with ‘Turbo’ 
for quite a bit. We read each other. And we have elite defensemen.” 

Few have been better in net this season than Andersen. The big Dane 
picked up his 29th win Sunday and is 18-2-2 in his last 22 games, with 
two shutouts. 

“He’s calm in there, so he makes you feel calm,” Brind’Amour said 
Sunday. “Even when you have a really good chance coming at you, the 
way he plays it’s like, ‘Oh, that wasn’t as good of a chance.’ It makes you 
feel like it’s not going so bad. 

“He calms the group down, the way he plays, and obviously at the end of 
the day he’s stopping the puck at a high rate. That helps.” 

It has helped the Canes build a 37-11-4 record and the lead in the 
Metropolitan Division. Carolina, on a five-game win streak, had a game at 
Detroit on Tuesday against the Red Wings, then a Metro matchup 
Thursday in Washington against the Caps. 

The Canes beat the Red Wings 5-3 in their only other game this season 
and had the special-teams edge in that one — winger Nino Niederreiter 
scored a power-play goal and the Canes were 3-for-3 on the penalty kill. 

Carolina would like to reduce the stress on their penalty killers. They’ve 
spent more shorthanded time (6:12) on the ice per game than any other 
NHL team. But they have held the damage to a minimum. 

Pesce, in his seventh season with the Canes, has been on some strong 
penalty-killing units. He was asked Sunday if this year’s killers were the 
most cohesive. 

“Yeah, I’d say that,” he replied with no hesitation. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: A bizarre overtime loss in Detroit 

 

By Sara Civian 

Mar 2, 2022   

 

DETROIT — It’s funny how some games feel so critical and others you’re 
prepared to toss in the trash and move on without a second thought 
throughout an 82-game season. They all count the same, don’t they? 

The Hurricanes’ recent loss against the Panthers felt particularly bad. 
They were already slumping, it was their last crack against a formidable 
team and it felt like they were in control and let it slip away. 

The Hurricanes’ 4-3 overtime loss to the Red Wings on Tuesday was 
entirely different. It came after the Hurricanes’ dominant five-game win 
streak. Antti Raanta played for the first time since Feb. 20 and stopped 
37 shots, and he might’ve been the best player on the ice. Sometimes, 
you hang your hat on a good goaltending performance and move on. 

“Raanta played unbelievable,” Jaccob Slavin said. “It’s a shame we didn’t 
play a full 60 for him out in front. He made huge saves throughout the 
game, huge saves in overtime. We’ve got to be better for him.” 

The game featured some bizarre twists and turns, too. 

“We had some guys play really hard and really well,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “I actually thought the (Sebastian) Aho line was 
really good, they just didn’t get rewarded for what they were putting out 
there. I didn’t love our second period, we were just flat and it kind of 
sucked the life out of us. I thought our third period was really good, just a 
couple weird bounces, right? Some weird things happened. Overall 
though, we weren’t that great, but still in a position to win the game.” 

The weird situation was a too many men penalty called on the Hurricanes 
in overtime that led to Lucas Raymond’s game winner. Brett Pesce was 
trying to get off the ice after taking a hit, but it appeared he didn’t have 
enough time to collect himself before his replacement got on the ice. So it 
technically was an accurate too many men call, but it was the final weird 
bounce of a game the Canes are happy to earn a point from. 

“A weird thing happens and whoever’s going on sees him coming,” 
Brind’Amour said. “So he expects to go and doesn’t expect the guy to fall 
and that’s what happens. It’s unfortunate.” 

• Would you look at that, folks, we’re all on the same page for once. How 
cute. It was a fun game if you were an objective observer. The Canes 
had a sleepy second period, an unsavory turnover, some weird bounces 
and a lights-out goaltender. 

• Raanta is such a gem. It was good to see him return and stop 37 shots 
(at least half of which looked like Grade-A chances). I’m going to call that 
his best performance with the Hurricanes. He opened the game with four 
short-handed saves and didn’t waver the rest of the way. His overtime 
saves would’ve won them the game if not for the strange bounces. 
“Those things are always tough to take when it feels like it’s your day and 
you’re dialed in like that,” he said. “But obviously there were a lot of 
things that felt really good, and I felt like I was on top of my game. I’ll 
have to look at the clips. And obviously, we got the point, so it wasn’t that 
bad. But you’d rather have the two points and the W. Sometimes, hockey 
is like that and the bounces don’t go your way. You still have to take the 
good things out of it and work for those small details.” 

• What might have been: “I told (Teuvo Teravainen) today after the game 
that it would have been in the Finnish newspaper on the front page if he 
were to score in overtime,” Raanta said. “It felt like I made a good save 
and then (Teravainen) hit the post. It’s the Finnish Mafia going on in 
Raleigh.” Oh well, I guess they can save the Finnish newspaper spread 
for the playoffs. Teravainen extended his points streak to nine games 
Tuesday. 
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• Three goals in five games for captain Jordan Staal, and he finally 
scored with his stick Tuesday. Actual shot on goal aside, Staal’s chirp 
fest with his brother Marc was a top five moment in this game. 

• If you forced me to pick something I’m actually concerned about after 
this game, it’s Martin Necas. It’s not just the 16-game goal drought, or the 
fact he’s scored just one goal since Dec. 16. It seems like the lack of 
scoring is affecting his confidence. He and the coaching staff will have to 
figure it out before the playoffs. He’s not just a goal scorer — at his best, 
his playmaking is even more impressive. He doesn’t have to score to be 
an effective player, but it looks like his slump is affecting the other parts 
of his game. Every player goes through this at some point, and when that 
first goal comes, they tend to keep coming. But the waiting game is 
tough. 
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After his latest ailment, T.J. Oshie is just happy to be back on the ice 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Today at 1:59 p.m. EST 

 

Washington Capitals winger T.J. Oshie is normally a pretty positive 
person. Frequently joking and smiling, he’s an optimist who tries to see 
the best in every situation. But over the past month, as he tried to recover 
from an upper-body injury that left him sidelined for an extended period of 
time, negativity about his health started to creep in. 

Please answer some questions in this short survey about professional 
soccer and the 2022 Men's FIFA World Cup. 

Oshie would have one good day, but that would be followed by three to 
four really bad ones. That cycle repeated itself for weeks until he finally 
was able to be on the ice consistently over the past two weeks. He 
credited his wife, Lauren, for helping him through the rough patch. 

“The last month was pretty rough for me personally, more so the first 
three weeks,” Oshie said. “… Thankfully we got great trainers, doctors 
and coaches, management. Everyone just came together to find a way to 
get me back on the ice, and we did it.” 

Oshie’s first game back was Thursday — a 4-1 loss to the New York 
Rangers at Madison Square Garden. He smiled throughout his postgame 
media availability. His team had suffered an ugly defeat, but he just 
couldn’t help it. 

“I couldn’t be happier,” he said that night. “I shouldn’t be smiling after that 
type of loss, but I’m just so happy to be back with the guys, back in the 
room and be on the ice battling again.” 

The nature of Oshie’s latest ailment, suffered in mid-January, was not 
disclosed by player or team. But Oshie said it was something he has 
been dealing with for a bit. He said he left Washington’s Jan. 15 game 
early after something didn’t feel right, and “everything kind of went the 
wrong way.” 

Oshie said he felt a little tired during his return Thursday. He thought his 
timing and reach were better than anticipated, though. Coach Peter 
Laviolette said there are no minutes restriction on him moving forward. 

Oshie reaped the rewards of his hard work in Saturday’s 2-1 loss at the 
Philadelphia Flyers. He scored his first goal since Jan. 10 and his first 
power-play goal since the season opener. After Monday’s 5-3 loss to 
visiting Toronto, he has six goals and eight assists in 21 games. 
Washington’s next game is Thursday against Metropolitan Division 
leader Carolina. 

“Just thankful that I’m back on the ice,” Oshie said. 

Oshie has been through a plethora of ailments this season after also 
ending the 2020-21 campaign with a “little tweak” to his midsection. That 
didn’t require surgery but caused him to miss postseason games. 

Oshie broke his right foot when he blocked a shot Oct. 27 and had to 
wear a boot for a few weeks. He returned to the lineup Nov. 20 against 
San Jose, but that was short-lived. 

He suffered an upper-body injury against the Sharks and was on injured 
reserve until early December. Oshie was placed in the NHL’s coronavirus 
protocols two weeks later, then got the flu right after that, sidelining him 
again. After he recovered from illness, he played two games before 
suffering his latest ailment. 

“It’s been real frustrating,” Oshie said. “Bunch of things that were really 
kind of out of my control. … I’ve never had a year like this.” 

Goalie Vitek Vanecek and centers Nicklas Backstrom and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov took “maintenance days” and did not practice Tuesday, the 
Capitals said. Forward Joe Snively also did not practice after a lingering 
upper-body injury caught up to him, Laviolette said. 

Winger Carl Hagelin left practice early after he took a stick to the face. 
He was helped off the ice with a towel pressed to his face. Laviolette did 
not have an update on the severity of his injury. 
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Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson finds the right answer after 
shaky performance 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Tuesday, March 1, 2022 6:43 

 

During the Pittsburgh Penguins’ brutal 6-1 loss to the New Jersey Devils 
on Thursday at PPG Paints Arena, none of the 20 players the home team 
put on the ice could boast of a good performance. After all, they allowed 
the equivalent of a touchdown. 

One player in particular, yielded the equivalent of a 2-point conversion. 

A pair of Devils goals came from an unlikely source in Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson. The typically reliable Pettersson 
surrendered two turnovers in his own zone that resulted in nearly 
immediate scores for the Devils. 

The first came at 6 minutes, 44 seconds of the first period. Playing a 
puck out of his own right corner, Pettersson slipped to the ice and 
allowed the puck to slide to the right point for Devils defenseman P.K. 
Subban. From there, Subban fed a pass to the right of the net for Devils 
forward Yegor Sharangovich, who roofed a wrister to give his team a 3-0 
lead. 

If the Penguins were entertaining any thoughts of a comeback, they were 
snuffed out midway through the second period when the Devils scored 
their fourth goal at the 9:24 mark. 

Retrieving a puck on his own end boards, Pettersson failed to detect 
Devils forward Jack Hughes pursuing him from the right of the net. As a 
result, Hughes picked Pettersson’s pocket, then fed a slick backhand 
pass to the left of the net for Devils forward Dawson Mercer who fired a 
quick wrister. 

It was a rare sight seeing Pettersson struggle with puck management. 

It was even rarer seeing the typically stoic Swede express emotion as he 
broke his stick off the post immediately after Mercer scored. 

After that, Pettersson — who also was out of position on a two-on-one 
rush that led to a Devils goal 1:16 into regulation — did not record 
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another shift in the second period and only four during the third period. In 
total, Pettersson clocked 8:54 of ice time on 13 shifts, his second-lowest 
figure of the season. 

His lowest came during a 3-2 home win against the Florida Panthers on 
Nov. 11. He was limited to 4:05 of ice time on seven shifts after suffering 
an injured during the first period. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan was slow to single out any player after the 
loss. After all, just about everyone “contributed” to the outcome. 

“We’ve got to make better decisions,” Sullivan said when asked about 
defensive-zone turnovers. “We simply have to make better decisions. 
When we do, we don’t put our team in those circumstances.” 

Since then, Pettersson has rebounded and logged two of his highest ice 
time totals of the season. During a 1-0 home win against the New York 
Rangers on Saturday, Pettersson clocked 18:04 of time on ice with 25 
shifts. Less than 24 hours later in a 3-2 road win against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, Pettersson came in at 18:49 on 23 shifts. 

Being able to shake off a bad moment (or in Thursday’s case, a bad 
game) is something Pettersson claims he is better suited to do than he 
was in earlier junctures in his career. 

“I don’t think I had a very good game,” the 25-year-old Pettersson said of 
the loss to the Devils. “Nobody did, but me in particular, I wasn’t happy at 
all with that game. I’ve come a long way. Just grown. If something like 
that happened even last year or my first couple of years in the league, I 
would have kind of got down on myself and be hard on myself. I want to 
be hard on myself, but I’ve got to let it go at some point.” 

Figuring out that balance can be a hard lesson for any player. 

“An important part of being a good pro is having the ability to shake off a 
shift or game when it doesn’t go your way,” Sullivan said. “All of these 
players, they’re the best players in the world. That’s why they’re in this 
league. It’s a very competitive league. And they’re human beings. So 
when things don’t go their way, that has an effect on people. One of the 
things that we talk a lot about a group is just that resilience of being 
observant of each experience so that we can improve and get better. But 
we can’t be overly critical of ourselves where we’re so hard on ourselves 
that we become our own biggest opponent. 

“Experience and maturity helps with that because you go through life 
experience, both on the ice and off the ice. Those life experiences 
usually harden you to some of those challenges. But these guys are 
human beings like anyone else. And they have emotions. That’s part of 
being a good pro, I think, is just the ability to shake those situations off 
and being able to move by it so that you can optimize your potential.” 

Pettersson appeared to move past that dreadful performance against the 
Devils, at least based on the steady performances he has offered in the 
two games since. 

“I felt the next game, our whole team responded,” Pettersson said. “I 
think I responded the way I wanted to. That just gives you confidence 
right back, to answer back and let it go. You can’t really change what 
happens. Just answer back and I think I’ve done that.” 

Seth Rorabaugh is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact Seth 
by email at srorabaugh@triblive.com or via Twitter . 
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Penguins sign prospects Jordan Frasca, Taylor Gauthier 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   | Tuesday, March 1, 2022 5:05 p.m. 

 

The Penguins added to their prospect pool on Tuesday by signing 
undrafted forward Jordan Frasca and goaltender Taylor Gauthier to 
three-year entry-level contracts. 

Each deal begins in the 2022-23 season. 

Frasca, 20, is currently a member of the Kingston Frontenacs of the 
Ontario Hockey League (OHL). In 44 games this season, he leads that 
team with 32 goals while scoring 65 points overall. 

A native of Caledon, Ont., the left-handed Frasca (6-foot-2, 184 pounds) 
has primarily served as the Frontenacs’ second-line center this season. 

Gauthier, 21, has split the 2021-22 season between the Western Hockey 
League’s (WHL) Prince George Cougars and Portland Winterhawks, 
currently coached by ex-Penguins coach Mike Johnston. 

In 28 games this season, Gauthier has a 20-6-0 record, a 2.17 goals 
against average, a .932 save percentage and three shutouts. 

A native of Calgary, the right-catching Gauthier (6-foot-2, 208 pounds) 
set a franchise record for Portland this season with a shutout sequence 
of 252:11. 
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Penguins notebook: Forward Teddy Blueger resumes full contact in 
practice 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   | Tuesday, March 1, 2022 2:29 p.m. 

 

Mike Sullivan admitted to making an error Tuesday. 

With the laundry. 

When team staffers asked the Penguins coach what color jersey injured 
Penguins forward Teddy Blueger should wear for practice in Cranberry, 
Sullivan flubbed his line (with the linen). 

That led to Blueger opening practice in a white jersey to signal no-contact 
as he recovers from a broken jaw. Approximately 10 minutes later, 
Blueger underwent a wardrobe change and put on a yellow jersey, along 
with the full cage attached to his helmet. 

“It was an oversight on my part,” Sullivan said. “When the trainers came 
down and asked for the jersey colors, it was my mistake. He was full 
contact today.” 

Such a development represented a significant step in Blueger’s recovery 
from the jaw injury he suffered Jan. 23. After undergoing surgery Jan. 24, 
the team announced Blueger’s recovery time would be six-to-eight 
weeks. 

This week would be his fifth since being injured. 

Blueger mixed in with line rushes Tuesday. While Brian Boyle still was 
the primary center for the fourth line, Blueger replaced him intermittently 
throughout practice. Additionally, Blueger continued to work with the 
team’s penalty kill. 

As the team’s leading defensive center, Blueger has been difficult to 
replace. 

“In my opinion, he is an elite center for his role in the league,” Boyle said. 
“He’s really underrated around the league. He works to get better. He 
studies it, he wants to be perfect at it, he works on his draws, which are 
huge, he is fearless, he’ll get in front of shots and he competes. Little 
things that you have to do, he recognizes where danger is. He can figure 
out if we break down or something happens that wasn’t really scripted. 
He’s usually in the right spot. He’s a huge part of our team.” 
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In 40 games this season, Blueger has 17 points (eight goals, nine 
assists) while averaging 15 minutes, 40 seconds of ice time per contest, 
including 2:06 on the penalty kill. He also has taken 447 faceoffs, winning 
54.8 % of his draws. 

Domingue, Zucker progressing 

Reserve goaltender Louis Domingue worked out on the ice before 
practice and has been on the ice for a handful of days with goaltending 
coach Andy Chiodo. 

Sullivan indicated Domingue is progressing from his right foot injury but 
did not offer any particulars. 

Domingue was injured during an optional morning skate Jan. 20 and has 
worn a boot to protect the unspecified ailment. 

Second-line winger Jason Zucker continues to work off the ice to 
rehabilitate a core muscle injury that required surgery Jan. 25. Sullivan 
also labeled Zucker as “progressing.” No specific time frame for his 
recovery has been offered. 

Penguins sign undrafted prospects 

The Penguins added to their prospect pool Tuesday by signing undrafted 
forward Jordan Frasca and goaltender Taylor Gauthier to three-year 
entry-level contracts. 

Each deal begins in the 2022-23 season. 

Frasca, 20, is currently a member of the Kingston Frontenacs of the 
Ontario Hockey League. In 44 games this season, he leads that team 
with 32 goals while scoring 65 points overall. 

A native of Caledon, Ont., the left-handed Frasca (6-foot-2, 184 pounds) 
has primarily served as the Frontenacs’ second-line center this season. 

Gauthier, 21, has split the 2021-22 season between the Western Hockey 
League’s Prince George Cougars and Portland Winterhawks, who are 
coached by ex-Penguins coach Mike Johnston. 

In 28 games this season, Gauthier has a 20-6-0 record, a 2.17 goals-
against average, a .932 save percentage and three shutouts. 

A native of Calgary, the right-catching Gauthier (6-2, 208 pounds) set a 
franchise record for Portland this season with a shutout sequence of 
252:11. 
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Tim Benz: Denouncing Vladimir Putin isn't as easy to do for all Russian 
hockey players as some Americans assume 

 

TIM BENZ | Tuesday, March 1, 2022 7:46 a.m. 

 

There is a wave of commentary denouncing some Russian NHL players 
for failing to take a strong public stance against Vladimir Putin’s attack on 
Ukraine. 

I get it. Columnists, talk show hosts and panel members all over our 
country have taken the time to blast several players for failing to 
condemn Putin, as Washington Capitals star Alexander Ovechkin 
avoided doing this week. Or for saying nothing so far, as has been the 
case to date with Penguins star Evgeni Malkin. 

I can’t join that fray. A few hockey players thousands of miles away from 
their homeland aren’t going to stop a war with their words. But they may 
put themselves or their families in jeopardy. 

You can add to the trend, though. Go ahead and log onto Twitter. Shame 
Ovechkin and any other Russian athlete who doesn’t rip Putin from the 
comfort of your living room in a free and democratic society. 

After you do that, change your Twitter profile to add the Ukrainian flag to 
show the world how much you really care and how invested you are in 
the story. You’re making a statement. Good for you! 

Your virtue is signaled. And now that signal is seen by all. 

When you’re done with that, mix in a tweet blasting Joe Biden for how he 
has handled the situation. Call him “Sleepy Joe.” Call him feckless and 
spineless and a waste of a president. 

In the next tweet, remind your Twitter followers how Donald Trump was 
too cozy with Putin in the first place and that’s part of the reason we’re in 
this mess right now. Make sure you call him orange-skinned, Muppet-
haired, and a Putin sock-puppet along the way. 

Use that kind of language against both men who ran for president in 
2020. Go ahead. You can do that here. Those opinions and that harsh 
tone are allowed. There are no repercussions aside from who you tick off 
and how much they blow up your Twitter comments or try to get you 
canceled. 

That’s how your brain is wired because you grew up in America and all 
you know is the ability to speak freely. 

Now, try this. Print out copies of your column or your blog or your anti-
Putin tweets. Stand in Red Square and pass them out or read them out 
loud. 

Let your voice be heard, right? That’s what matters. Make a difference! 

Pfft! I mean, what’s the worst that could happen? It’s not like you’d get 
arrested, poisoned or murde…. 

Oh. Um. I, uh … I guess you could. 

See where I’m going with this, now? 

Ask New York Rangers forward Artemi Panarin what it’s like to speak out 
against Putin. He’s done so. 

A few weeks before the invasion (go figure), he had to take an NHL leave 
of absence to fight allegations that he physically assaulted a woman and 
bribed authorities to cover it up. An incident that has been universally 
dismissed by witnesses and those who support Panarin as nothing but a 
smear campaign and an intimidation tactic. 

Maybe SB Nation’s James Dator should’ve skated a mile on the blades 
of one of these players before foisting upon them the onus of public 
speaking without the comfort of unbridled freedom that we as Americans 
enjoy. 

At least he should’ve considered that before publishing a hit piece like 
this, with the super-edgy, hot-take-y headline, “Alexander Ovechkin is a 
lying coward who won’t take a stand against Vladimir Putin.” 

Ovechkin is an unapologetic Putin fanboy, even now. 
https://t.co/vkm94WxEjZ 

— James Dator (@James_Dator) February 28, 2022 

It was a column so unbalanced that a headline change and an editor’s 
note post-publication needed to be added in order to more properly frame 
the other side of the story. 

Kevin Blackistone of The Washington Post also went after Ovechkin, at 
least in a more grown-up manner anyway. And one point he made is that 
other Russian athletes have taken a firmer stance against Putin’s 
actions. 

But just because some tennis player (Andrey Rublev) wrote “no war, 
please” on a camera lens after a match, that’s not the same thing as 
Ovechkin denouncing Putin in public. Putin may not notice or care what a 
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soccer player or tennis player says. He does care about what star hockey 
players like Panarin and Ovechkin say. 

If Ovechkin takes down the now-infamous photo of him with Putin 
currently on his Instagram, Putin is going to notice that. 

Did we mention Ovechkin still has family in Russia? Yeah. Now would be 
a good time to mention that Ovechkin still has family in Russia. 

You follow? I’m sure Ovechkin does. 

Because here he is getting bashed as a coward for not renouncing Putin 
from the relative safety of America. But if he does speak his mind from a 
gated community in Washington, D.C., and he leaves his family back 
home to attend to the consequences in Russia, is that not the height of 
cowardice? 

As Blackistone and Denton point out, Ovechkin has brought a lot of this 
on himself for being such an outspoken supporter of Putin. That their 
negative commentary is more about years of spreading pro-Putin 
propaganda than it is about dodging specific answers about Ukraine. 

OK. Fair enough. Ovechkin did bring that on himself. 

Or did he? I mean, do we know? Is Ovechkin really that much of a Putin 
zealot because he wants to be? Or because there is a (clears throat) 
“expectation that he’ll be supportive of the president in public when 
asked.” 

All those chummy phone calls and visits we hear about between the two. 
Is that because Ovechkin really wants to be best buddies with this 
deranged psychopath? Or is he a little concerned to push him away 
because he is, well, a deranged psychopath? 

I keep hearing Ovechkin being called a “Putin fanboy.” Maybe he is. But I 
tend to think Putin is more of an Ovechkin fanboy and sees the value of 
having Ovechkin be ostensibly a North American “minister of sport” for 
his administration. 

Whether Ovechkin wants to be in that role or not. 

Blackistone and Denton both mentioned how Ovechkin put together a 
reelection campaign for Putin in 2017. Again, yes, bad look, Ovi. 

But as the New York Post points out, Blackistone’s own paper eventually 
reported that a “Kremlin-backed firm was likely behind the initiative.” 

Is anyone else catching on to why I’m looking at the whole relationship 
between Putin and Ovechkin a little more dubiously? 

That’s how evil Putin is. It takes a power-mad despot on the brink of 
starting World War III to get me to defend Alexander Ovechkin. 

Not even “defend,” honestly. How about just, give him the benefit of the 
doubt? Or understand his no-win position. 

But here I am. And here we are. 

Brian Metzer of the Penguins Radio Network joins me for our weekly 
hockey podcast. We talk at length about the Russian hockey player 
debate. We also discuss those two Penguins wins over the weekend. We 
dive into trade talk, too, and the dicey schedule on the horizon. 
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Is Evgeni Malkin on the verge of a breakout? The Penguins and some 
numbers suggest that he is 

 

MATT VENSEL Pittsburgh Post-Gazette MAR 1, 2022 3:42 PM 

 

The Penguins didn’t score many goals in their back-to-back wins over the 
weekend. But the two biggest ones? They came off the stick of their big 
Russian. 

Evgeni Malkin ripped a one-timer past Igor Shesterkin, the NHL’s best 
goalie this season, for the lone goal in Saturday’s 1-0 victory over the 
New York Rangers. A day later, his third-period goal kickstarted their 
comeback in Columbus. 

Both goals came on the power play. And while he has scored just once at 
5-on-5 in his last 14 games, it feels like he’s on the verge of a breakout 
there, too. 

Bryan Rust has played with Malkin for a long time, including a couple of 
Stanley Cup runs. He can tell when he is feeling it. His Spidey senses 
were tingling Sunday. 

Teddy Blueger, an 'elite' role player for the Penguins, takes the next step 
in his comeback 

“The more he wants the puck, the more he has the puck, the more 
dangerous he is. You can see it when he gets that little hop step going, 
that he’s feeling it,” Rust said. “He’s been great lately, and I think he’s 
only going to get better.” 

There are still those moments when Malkin picks up a head of steam in 
his end and an entire arena anticipates that something thrilling is about to 
go down. 

But since Jan. 15, when he picked up the primary assist on Sidney 
Crosby’s 500th career goal, Malkin has been a bit quicker to pass the 
puck in the defensive and neutral zones, which actually suggests his 
timing is returning and that he is fitting better into the breakouts and 
entries the Penguins have schemed up. 

Once the Penguins gain possession in the offensive zone, that’s where 
you can see that Malkin’s confidence has surged. Over the last six 
games, Malkin has possessed the puck in the offensive zone 10 seconds 
more per game, per Sportlogiq. And their numbers say he is finding 
teammates in the slot more often, too. 

“When he takes over a game, it shows. I feel like it’s been that way the 
last few games,” Marcus Pettersson said after Tuesday’s practice. “Just 
being strong on the puck, he creates so much for his teammates. Small 
plays. He always seems to make the right play. ... And if you get the puck 
to him, he can take over.” 

The second-pair blue-liner often shares the ice with Malkin. And while 
Pettersson noted that the 5-on-5 production has still not popped for 
Malkin, he pointed to a long, dangerous shift during their recent loss to 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The second line didn’t score. But Malkin and his linemates cycled the 
puck in the offensive end, got the Hurricanes tuckered out, then headed 
to the bench to get fresh legs over the boards. Rust scored seconds after 
Malkin left the ice. 

“Something like that can go unnoticed sometimes,” Pettersson explained. 

The Penguins have averaged 2.3 chances per game off the forecheck or 
cycle with Malkin on the ice at 5-on-5, per Sportlogiq. So not all of his 
opportunities are off the rush. And Malkin has an expected goals 
percentage over 60 in each of the last six games, with just six total high-
danger chances against, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Coach Mike Sullivan said Sunday that he is pleased with the progress 
Malkin has made. Let’s not forget that the 6-foot-3 center is still just nine 
months removed from major knee surgery. He didn’t return at his peak 
performance level. 

“With every game he plays, just his timing, his conditioning, is getting 
better and better,” he said. “That is not an easy thing, being out as long 
as he was and then having to come back into NHL competition. It’s like 
you’re jumping on a moving train and it’s going pretty fast. He did a 
terrific job [ramping up].” 
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Now the Penguins just need to give Malkin a couple of consistent 
linemates. 

Since joining the lineup Jan. 11, he has skated alongside six different 
wingers. He has not yet had the same two for three games in a row. That 
will change Thursday at Tampa Bay if Sullivan keeps Brock McGinn and 
Kasperi Kapanen on his line. 

In Sullivan’s defense, most of the combinations he has tried in the middle 
six have not clicked, which is why the coach has continued to shuffle his 
lines. 

Last Wednesday, when Malkin last spoke with reporters, he addressed 
that. 

“I mean, we have lots of good players on our team. I focus [on] my game. 
When I play my best, I think I give my wingers a chance to score,” Malkin 
said last week. “I hope we play [with the] same line longer and ... the 
chemistry is better.” 

Once the Penguins find that right mix, Malkin’s 5-on-5 scoring should 
soar. 
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Teddy Blueger, an 'elite' role player for the Penguins, takes the next step 
in his comeback 

 

MATT VENSEL 

 

The Penguins should soon get center Teddy Blueger, one of their most 
important role players, back in uniform after he was cleared for contact 
Tuesday. 

Blueger is still wearing a full protective shield to protect his face. But he 
took part in every drill at Tuesday’s practice at UPMC Lemieux Sports 
Complex. He was atop the penalty kill, skated in small-area drills and 
mixed into line rushes. 

The Penguins could opt to hold him out of Thursday’s game at Tampa 
and Friday’s in Carolina, with next week’s homestand being the target for 
his return. 

Wednesday’s practice here in Cranberry should be telling in that regard. 

Dominik Kubalik of the Chicago Blackhawks and Pierre-Olivier Joseph of 
the Pittsburgh Penguins battle for position as they chase the puck during 
a November game in Chicago. 

Blueger has been out of the lineup since Jan. 23, the day Winnipeg Jets 
defenseman Brendon Dillon drove him into the boards with a high hit that 
was not penalized. He lost a lot of blood on the way to the dressing room 
and the medical team initially had difficulty stopping it, something he 
admits was “a little scary.” 

He underwent surgery on his fractured jaw the following day and was 
back on the ice two weeks later. He rejoined his teammates at practice 
last week. He took the next step forward in his recovery Tuesday, 
practicing with full contact. 

Speaking with local reporters last week, Blueger suggested that there 
could be a psychological hurdle he would have to clear after the scary 
Dillon hit. 

“I feel pretty good,” he said then. “Contact and just getting comfortable 
protecting the puck, being along the wall [is the next step]. Just getting a 
feel for those things, getting the timing, getting more and more 
comfortable doing that, that’s going to be a big thing probably. Just kind 
of mentally getting over that.” 

From the bleachers, it did not look as if he practiced with any 
apprehension. 

The Penguins have felt Blueger’s absence in a few different areas — the 
penalty kill, critical defensive zone draws, their forecheck and during 
crunch time. 

Their goals against has increased from 2.55 per game to 2.73 since the 
game when Blueger got injured and their penalty kill success rate 
plummeted to 73.5%. 

Is Evgeni Malkin on the verge of a breakout? The Penguins and some 
numbers suggest that he is 

“In my opinion, he is an elite center for his role in the league,” said his 
replacement, Brian Boyle. “I think he’s really underrated around the 
league. He works to get better. ... He studies it. He wants to be perfect at 
it. He works on his draws, which are huge. He’s fearless. He’ll get in front 
of shots. And he competes.” 

Domingue on the mend 

Third-string goalie Louis Domingue is back in pads for the first time since 
suffering a fluke injury during a morning skate six weeks ago. After 
getting hit in the foot with a shot, he had been in a walking boot and used 
a scooter to get around. 

Sullivan said Domingue, skating on an individual basis, is “making 
progress.” 

Since Domingue was injured, Casey DeSmith has picked up his play, 
stabilizing the backup goalie spot. After beating the Blue Jackets on 
Sunday, DeSmith is 3-0-1 with a .934 save percentage and one shutout 
in his last five appearances. 

Cullen back to old role 

Matt Cullen, who had been helping out behind the bench on an interim 
basis, has returned to Minnesota. He was not with the team over the 
weekend. He is still a player development staffer for the Penguins. But 
Sullivan explained that Cullen went home to coach somebody else — his 
son’s youth hockey team. 

With Todd Reirden sidelined following knee surgery last month, the 
Penguins asked Cullen to take on some of his responsibilities before and 
during games. Reirden is expected to return to the rink soon, though he 
will be unable to skate. 

Around the boards 

Jason Zucker has not yet gotten back on the ice following his Jan. 25 
core muscle surgery. ... The Penguins practiced with the same lineup 
Tuesday that they iced over the weekend. ... The Penguins signed a pair 
of undrafted junior hockey players, forward Jordan Frasca and goalie 
Taylor Gauthier, to entry-level contracts. 
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Blueger Full Practice Participant, Cleared For Contact 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

Blueger was out of the non-contact jersey he had been wearing – he 
emerged in one before switching to a regular, yellow jersey just before 
the session – and has been cleared for contact a little more than a month 
after he got a broken jaw that required surgery. 

“He was full contact,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan confirmed. 
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Blueger, who got the broken jaw Jan. 23 when he was crunched into the 
boards by Winnipeg’s Brenden Dillon, recently recounted the bloody 
ordeal. 

He is still wearing a jaw protection contraption, but being able to take full 
contact is pretty obviously a big step toward his return to the lineup. It’s 
not clear if he will be required to wear the jaw protection for at least a 
while when he returns, but it is clear that his teammates will be happy to 
get him back. 

Blueger can man the third- or fourth-line center spot as a strong two-way 
player. He has eight goals (one shy of his career high), 17 points in 40 
games. Perhaps most important, he is a top penalty killer for the 
Penguins. 

“He can do it all,” Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson said. “He 
can win faceoffs. He’s a great shot-blocker. 

“He kind of commands our PK. He takes charge. When our PK is 
struggling, everybody’s not on the same page and decision-making isn’t 
as (good), he takes charge on the ice and shows to everybody else that 
they can follow him.” 

Blueger was a key component of the Penguins penalty killing earlier this 
season when for a stretch they led the NHL in success rate. That has 
fallen off some without Blueger, although the numbers are still good, 85.8 
percent to rank third. 

“In my opinion, he is an elite center for his role in the league,” forward 
Brian Boyle said. “I think he’s really underrated around the league. … He 
studies it. He wants to be perfect at it. He works on his draws, which are 
huge. He’s fearless. He’ll get in front of shots. And he competes.” 

Although Blueger was a full participant in practice, he did not skate on a 
particular line during initial rushes. Later, during a controlled scrimmage, 
Blueger skated on a line with Boyle and Zach Aston-Reese, with Dominik 
Simon as the odd man out. 

Blueger also got some work with, you guessed it, the penalty kill. 

When Blueger returns, it creates an interesting situation at center. The 
Penguins, if otherwise healthy, will have five capable centermen – Sidney 
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Jeff Carter, Blueger and Boyle. 

Does one of them move to the wing, perhaps Carter on the Malkin line or 
Boyle on the fourth line as he was during Tuesday’s practice scrimmage? 
We will have to wait and see. 

As for the Penguins’ other injured players, Sullivan said goaltender Louis 
Domingue (foot) has begun skating some, while winger Jason Zucker 
(core muscle injury) has not. 
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LINKSDan’s Daily: Russian Fallout, Trade Deadline Shopping 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

Russia escalated its invasion of Ukraine on Tuesday by bombing 
administration buildings, and there are accusations the Russians used a 
banned vacuum bomb. The NHL reacted as strongly as it could, and so 
did the IIHF. Which teams are scouting the Pittsburgh Penguins ahead of 
the NHL trade deadline, and how can those teams help the Penguins? 
The Washington Capitals are in a freefall, the Montreal Canadiens are 
red hot, and Jake DeBrusk netted the hatty. 

The world will need to stop Putin. Walking out of a UN speech isn’t going 
to save any lives or protect sovereign nations. The folks who run 

Taekwondo also took away Putin’s black belt. F1 canceled the Russian 
Grand Prix and may ban the Russian drivers. The NY Post has a running 
thread of updates. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The NHL and IIHF united with Ukraine. The NHL 
cut ties with Russia and related businesses. The IIHF banned Russia. 

Ok, to hockey, eh. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Two teams are scouting the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, causing a bit of chatter. We looked at what those teams have 
available in the NHL trade rumors. 

I struggled with adding or excluding Nicolas Deslauriers. We know the 
Penguins chased him at the 2021 NHL trade deadline (recall that Elliotte 
Friedman reported a trade went down but amended the report to only 
talks). 

Also, we can confirm a women’s hockey gold-medal rematch in 
Pittsburgh. The PPG Paints Arena staff has been informed Team 
Canada and Team USA will square up on March 12 at 4 p.m. We’ll do a 
complete story as soon as the Penguins announce it and make the 
details official. That game should be fun. Stick tap to my friends at the 
arena. 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

Toronto Sun: I didn’t lead with it or make a biggie because I think this is a 
bit out there–but Steve Simmons believes the Toronto Maple Leafs must 
get Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Sportsnet: Angst is growing in Toronto (that’s always fun). Who should 
the Toronto Maple Leafs chase at the NHL trade deadline? 

NY Post: Larry Brooks is glad Zdeno Chara is being recognized among 
the greats and wants the New York Rangers to go after Colin Miller on 
the NHL trade market. 

Philly: Whenever someone says to bring up (insert player), give him a 
chance, I cringe. There are pros to that strategy, but there are also 
massive cons. Morgan Frost’s game fell apart, and the Philadelphia 
Flyers demoted him. 

Washington: Toronto beat Washington, which has just four wins in its last 
10 games. The Pittsburgh Penguins rival has lost three of four. However, 
look at this “no goal.” Did the refs job the Washington Capitals? 

Boston: At this rate, the Boston Bruins will leave Jake DeBrusk dangling 
on the NHL trade block forever. The winger is on fire and netted the hat 
trick in the Boston Bruins win over LA. 

Vegas: The Golden Knights are going sideways lately. They’re not 
getting enough production from several spots in their lineup (sound 
familiar?). Vegas needs more from William Karlsson. 

And, as much as we don’t like the Russian invasion, keep things in 
proper perspective. Athletes aren’t making decisions, and I don’t believe 
most support it, either. 

On a high note, a little Amazon Prime Video recommendation. A Bit of 
Fry and Laurie. Hugh Laurie and Steven Fry had a comedy sketch show 
in the 1980s and early 90s. And I never knew. It’s really good: 
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Dan’s Daily: Fleury Staying, DeBrusk Going, CCM Won’t Market Malkin 

 

By Dan Kingerski  
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There are probably a few disappointed general managers with 
goaltending starved teams as Marc-Andre Fleury may be off the market. 
Jake DeBrusk is filling the net for the Boston Bruins but still trying to put 
himself on the NHL trade block. The Pittsburgh Penguins locker room is 
having a good time with Brian Boyle, and Teddy Blueger is right on 
schedule to return to the Penguins lineup. 

We’ve also got Jack Johnson news. 

Evgeni Malkin hasn’t yet addressed the Russian invasion, and he 
probably has zero desire to do so. It’s a no-win situation. Say too little, 
the internet will gang up on you. Say too much and a ruthless dictator will 
harm you or your family. “They” tried to ruin Artemi Panarin for far less. 

Malkin’s opinion is just that–an opinion and will not change the world. 

He’s never been a big Russian cheerleader, but the sports world is 
banning and disassociating with everything Russian. On Tuesday, CCM 
announced it would no longer use Russian players in marketing. Alex 
Ovechkin was specifically mentioned, but Evgeni Malkin and Dmitry 
Orlov are other Russians under CCM contract. 

To the pucks, we go… 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: My God, that’s Teddy Blueger’s music! Early in 
the Pittsburgh Penguins practice, Blueger dropped the non-contact 
sweater and put the full-go jersey on. Teddy Blueger update. 

As we reported yesterday, the Canadian women and U.S. women will 
have a gold-medal rematch at PPG Paints Arena. Saturday, March 12. 4 
p.m. And, the Penguins signed a pair of undrafted juniors. Penguins 
prospects. 

PHN+: Brian Boyle is ready. When Blueger comes back, he’ll play 
winger, center, whatever they need. And–we’re not sure who started it or 
the shadowy group lurking in the Penguins locker room, but the boys are 
having some fun with Brian Boyle T-shirts. 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

Boston: The Boston Bruins are willing. Jake DeBrusk is lighting more 
lamps than kerosene, but he still wants out of Boston. Now he’s trying to 
negotiate a new deal, so teams know what they’re getting on the NHL 
trade market. 

TSN: Pierre LeBrun, who also sprang the DeBrusk news, reports that 
Marc-Andre Fleury is leaning towards staying put in Chicago. 

Chicago Sun-Times: It’s been a tumultuous year for the Chicago 
Blackhawks, marred by scandal and losing. Kyle Davidson has significant 
challenges ahead. He is now the permanent GM. 

Florida: Here’s an interesting name that’s been floating out there–Frank 
Vatrano. He was out of the lineup, and a trade seemed imminent, but 
Vatrano is back in the Florida Panthers lineup…for now. 

Colorado: Jack Johnson. You remember him, right? The stay-home 
defenseman who was once an offensive defenseman played his 1000th 
NHL game and was honored by the Colorado Avalanche. 

I’ve never seen a player that the internet tastemakers decided that they 
hated, genuinely hated, before the player arrived and stuck to their guns 
so vociferously. It was a one-up contest to see who could be more 
vitriolic. I hope to never see it again. 

San Jose: Take one off the trade market? Tomas Hertl says contract 
talks are going well with the San Jose Sharks. 

Wait, you’re allowed to negotiate in-season with a core player who wants 
to stay? 

Montreal: This is getting to be a fun watch. The out-of-the-box rebuild for 
the Montreal Canadiens is beginning. 

Metro Division: 

Detroit: Good news for the Pittsburgh Penguins. The Carolina Hurricanes 
lost one of their games in hand. The Detroit Red Wings did the honor in 
OT. 

NYI: The Devon Toews trade tree. The Islanders faced Toews (Colorado 
Avalanche) for the first time, Tuesday night. Lou Lamoriello traded the 
youngster to sign other players and get something in return. Stefen 
Rosner looked at the problematic and opportunistic New York Islanders 
move. 

Washington: You know things are bad when players talk about “staying 
positive.” Yep, the Washington Capitals are there. 

Philly: They had momentum, but it’s gone. Leon Draisaitl potted two, and 
the Edmonton Oilers got the best of the Philadelphia Flyers. 
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Kraken draft pick Matty Beniers plays out college season, with early NHL 
bid lurking 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

Inside the NHL 

Top Kraken draft pick Matty Beniers is preparing for the Big Ten Men’s 
Ice Hockey Tournament this week with his No. 2 seeded University of 
Michigan, which should be of keen interest to fans hoping to see him in a 
local uniform soon. 

And centerman Beniers pulling on a Kraken uniform will indeed likely 
happen sooner rather than later. Beniers returned to the Wolverines for 
his sophomore season after being drafted No. 2 overall by the Kraken, 
mainly for another shot at a national championship alongside fellow NHL 
draftees Owen Power and Kent Johnson. 

So, this is it for the trio. Odds of all three sticking around for another 
NCAA season are about the same as the Kraken scoring eight goals in a 
game. It isn’t happening. 

What will happen is Beniers either winning his coveted NCAA title or 
Michigan being eliminated. And once Michigan’s season ends, however 
that happens, Beniers can join the Kraken if he chooses. Beniers, 
understandably, isn’t tipping his hand. He’s got a huge best-of-three 
quarterfinal series upcoming Friday through Sunday against Michigan 
State. 

“I’m obviously excited about that next chapter but I haven’t really been 
too focused on that lately,” Beniers said of the Kraken in a Tuesday 
conference call with media members arranged by his school. 

Beniers, fresh off a stint with Team USA at the Winter Olympics in 
Beijing, said he’s had a few conversations with Kraken minor-league 
development director Troy Bodie but hasn’t kept up lately on the NHL 
team. 

“Especially with being in Beijing, I couldn’t really watch any of their 
games,” Beniers said. “And then, since I’ve been back I’ve been trying to 
catch up on all my school because I’m a little behind at the moment.” 

There’s a limit to how much public interest the Kraken can voice about a 
player who finished the regular season with 17 goals, 20 assists in 30 
games to lead the Big Ten in points. Unlike in baseball, NHL teams 
maintain rights to drafted players the entirety of their NCAA eligibility. 

But the NCAA insists on maintaining the ruse that it isn’t a de facto NHL 
training ground with books for top prospects such as Beniers, who often 
play only a college season or two before leaving. That means Kraken 
general manager Ron Francis must pretend Beniers is merely a random 
student athlete and not openly discuss or privately negotiate the pro 
future of his key asset. 
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Speaking with Francis last weekend, he suggested he’s generally 
unopposed to top-five draft picks coming over from the NCAA for the 
NHL season’s final month rather than the following September. That is, if 
the hypothetical player wants it. 

Well, of course the hypothetical player does. 

The NHL mandates incoming new players, no matter how high they were 
drafted, be paid on a minimal three-year entry level contract. Only after 
that can they negotiate better money. For example, Kraken defenseman 
Vince Dunn earned $722,500 against the salary cap each of his first 
three seasons in St. Louis. Then, in his fourth, he jumped to $1.875 
million. Now, with the Kraken, he’s at $4 million this season and next. 

So, it’s in a player’s best interest to get through those first three seasons 
as quickly as possible. And the quickest way is to “burn” the first year by 
entering the NHL in March or April, playing a few weeks and having it 
count the same as an entire season. 

Beniers, a smart cookie by all accounts, doesn’t need a Michigan degree 
in mathematics to be incentivized by that. On the flip side, this is rarely in 
the NHL team’s best financial interest. Then again, denying a top-five 
draftee this loophole opportunity would not be the greatest relationship 
start with a potential franchise player. 

Besides, the Kraken could do worse than showcasing their future early. 
The team’s present isn’t much worth tuning in, given a seven-game 
losing streak and third-worst overall record. 

Of course, a concern is whether Beniers is ready. The last thing the 
Kraken need is Beniers getting thrown around the ice, or injured, in a way 
that undermines confidence in a future that’s really all the team can sell 
right now. 

But Francis told me he liked how Beniers looked against professionals 
playing for Team USA at last year’s IIHF World Hockey Championships. 
And again in Beijing. Not to mention, Beniers prior to the Olympics had 
been No. 2 in overall NCAA scoring at age 19, playing primarily against 
22 and 23 year olds. 

Beniers said Tuesday he departed the Games with increased confidence 
he can go up against men.  

“I think going into the Olympics and playing there was good for me and 
seeing where I’m at,” he said. “I think I can be good. Honestly, you never 
really know. I think that whatever happens, I think I’ll make it work. 
Whether it’s going (to the minors) or staying. Whatever it is. I think with 
my speed and skill and work ethic, I think I’ll be fine.” 

He said his skating has improved from a year ago, and he quickly 
acclimated to the faster, more physical Olympic pace. 

“It just takes a little time to get used to what type of hockey it is and then 
figuring out how your game can kind of fit into that style,” he said. “And 
how you can succeed and excel. So, I think that was a really good test 
for me, being over there.” 

And he’ll have time to adapt this spring as well. The Kraken’s season is 
already lost from a playoff perspective. Having Beniers dip his skate toe 
into the proverbial frozen pond now rather than when games fully start to 
matter again next fall is another way the Kraken benefit despite future 
salary ramifications.  

But honestly, this debut season has been largely sacrificed by the Kraken 
in the name of safeguarding future salary-cap space. Some of that space 
will eventually be used on Beniers and other prospects once their bigger 
paychecks beyond the league minimum start coming due.  

And if Beniers starts earning his bigger money two years from now 
instead of three, so be it. The paying fans have had to endure this 16-34-
5 season since last October. The least the Kraken can do is commit to 
splurging some future cap space in the name of providing an early taste 
of better days they claim are ahead.  
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Eide: Morgan Geekie’s hard work is paying off for Seattle Kraken 

 

BY ANDY EIDE 

 

At the end of practice Monday, Seattle Kraken players dispersed all over 
the ice to get extra work in. They took shots, worked on faceoffs, tip drills, 
and chatted up the assistant coaches. 

How close are Seattle Kraken to having the right ingredients in place? 

One by one the players skated off the ice and back to the dressing room. 
The last player off the ice was Morgan Geekie, who stayed on the ice 
well after the rest of his teammates. 

It’s a daily routine at Seattle Kraken practice, Geekie on the ice alone, 
sometimes for 20 minutes, and often to the point where he needs a 
moment sitting on the bench to catch his breath before retreating to the 
dressing room. 

“That started when I was younger, my dad had a key to the rink,” Geekie, 
who grew up in small Strathclaire, Manitoba says. “And honestly, I love 
practice, but not necessarily the drills, it’s just about going out there and 
then after, and before, you can kind of do what you want and get what 
you need. Obviously, practice is important, but I think on top of doing 
everything that the team needs to do, take care of things that you think 
you can get better at.” 

The extra work has led Geekie through a successful junior career, AHL 
stint, and now into the NHL. 

He ended a lengthy goal drought Sunday night in San Jose with an 
impressive goal. After his initial shot was stopped by Sharks goalie 
James Reimer, Geekie quickly flicked the rebound over the goaltender 
for his fourth goal of the season. 

Four goals are a NHL career-high for the 23-year-old Geekie but it was 
the first that he scored since Dec. 11. 

Armed with a great shot, Geekie has scored at every level of hockey prior 
to becoming a full-time NHL player last season in Carolina. And while his 
goal totals this season may not be as high as expected, Geekie has been 
playing good hockey for the Seattle Kraken. He has a high-end work 
ethic, and the recent goal drought displayed his perseverance and 
patience. 

The puck hasn’t gone in the net for him, but he’s been driving play, 
setting up teammates, all while being victimized by bad puck luck. The 
goal Sunday was not a surprise. 

Not scoring is hard on players who are and have always been, scorers. 
It’s especially tough when you keep coming close and Geekie has worn 
the emotion that comes with the scoring struggle. 

“It’s super frustrating, I don’t know if I have any other words other than 
that,” he says. “Everyone saw me break my stick on the bench. I’m sure 
there are guys in my situation who may be able to handle it better. It 
sucks, but at the end of the day it kind of comes with the territory. It’s 
going to happen, but the sun comes out tomorrow regardless of what 
happens.” 

Geekie’s track record of scoring 

After scoring 35 goals for the Tri-City Americans in 2017, Geekie was a 
third-round pick of the Carolina Hurricanes and their general manager 
Ron Francis in the NHL Draft. He went back to Kennewick for one more 
30-goal season in 2017-2018 prior to moving on to the American Hockey 
League. 

As a young pro, he continued to show promise, scoring 19 and 22 goals 
with the Charlotte Checkers before making his NHL debut with the 
Hurricanes in 2020. 

Last year he spent most of the season with Carolina in the NHL playing a 
limited role but Francis, aware of the potential he had, grabbed Geekie 
again in this July’s NHL Expansion Draft. 
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With the Kraken, his minutes are up on a nightly basis, he’s earned time 
on the Seattle power play and while his counting stats (goals and assists) 
are not where he’d like them, his underlying numbers are solid, and he’s 
been a positive possession player. 

Hard work paying off 

Geekie’s post-practice routine changes from day to day. He thinks about 
plays that didn’t go right from the previous games and what he could 
have done to make them right. That’s what he works on. 

Was it a rebound put-back he missed? He’ll work on a better shot. 
Should he have passed the puck in a certain situation? He’ll drill on 
passing the puck. 

He’s trying not to stress too much about scoring but rather on the rest of 
his game and it’s paying off. 

“I think I’ve been playing really good hockey honestly, since Christmas,” 
he says. “I think I’ve played really well. I’ve gotten really good on 
faceoffs, obviously, there’s room for improvement. You can always get 
better, but I like where I’m at and working every day to get a little bit 
better. You don’t need to focus on scoring. I think that’s something that 
will kind of take care of itself. 

“You’re definitely always thinking about how you’re going to create 
offense and things like that, but I think taking care of your own zone 
comes first. And I think that starts by winning face-offs and battles when 
the play starts.” 

In last week’s loss to Vancouver, Geekie was arguably the best player on 
the ice. He was robbed of a goal on a spectacular save from Canucks 
goalie Thatcher Demko but Geekie and his linemates created chances 
and he drew three penalties against Vancouver. 

“Geeks is still working his way into the league,” Kraken coach Dave 
Hakstol says. “You take steps forward and at times you fall back and 
that’s frustrating. You have to keep working at it and he’s done that.” 

Geekie has gone through a phase where points are hard to come by. It’s 
something every young player goes through, but he’s persevered and 
sees it as a valuable learning experience moving forward. 

He’s trending in the right direction and the Kraken hope that the shots 
start ending up in the net. Geekie will keep working late after practice to 
fine-tune things as well as persevering through any future rough patches. 

“Tomorrow’s a new day and I always just keep one foot in front of the 
other,” he says. 
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Kraken GM Ron Francis talks NHL trade deadline, Jared McCann 
contract and Matty Beniers’ future 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Mar 2, 2022  

 

At the Kraken Community Iceplex, there is a designated area where four 
black retractable stanchions surround a dark blue backdrop featuring the 
Seattle Kraken logo. 

This is where Dave Hakstol and countless players speak daily after 
practice. On Tuesday, it was Kraken general manager Ron Francis who 
stood in that space. The architect behind the Kraken emerged from his 
second-floor office that overlooks the main ice sheet at the team’s facility. 
Francis held court for 23 minutes and, in that time, covered countless 
subjects. 

What will the Kraken do at the trade deadline? What they will do in free 
agency? Who could be part of their core going forward? What they are 
doing to bolster their farm system? When could Matty Beniers potentially 
make his debut with the club? 

In essence, there is a reason he is called “Fort Knox Francis.” He is 
adept at giving an answer without divulging much. But for the time 
Francis stood in that box surrounded by cameras and microphones, this 
might have been the most detail he has provided about the Kraken’s 
current situation and what they hope to do to potentially change those 
fortunes. 

“It’s obvious the way the season has gone, we’re not going to make the 
playoffs,” Francis said. “I think at this point, you look at the team and 
which pieces you want to keep that you believe are core pieces and then 
if teams are calling on other pieces, you have to have those discussions 
and see what the offers are and if there’s a move that makes sense, 
then, you go ahead and do it.” 

Most NHL organizations have more than 40 prospects they have 
acquired through the draft, free agency or trades. The Kraken only have 
eight prospects — the seven players they drafted last summer and Luke 
Henman, who became the first player in franchise history when he signed 
an entry-level contract last May. That is one reason why Francis and the 
Kraken are in a position to add draft capital going into the trade deadline 
on March 21. Acquiring more picks gives the Kraken a chance to bolster 
their developing farm system. They currently have eight picks in the 
upcoming draft. 

Their first-round selection is slated to be a lottery pick that could be as 
high as No. 1. Those remaining picks are spread over the next rounds. 
Just with those picks alone, the Kraken will have doubled their farm 
system. It’s why Francis made a point to share during his press 
conference the team signed Soo Greyhounds forward Tye Kartye to an 
entry-level contract. Kartye signed the three-year deal after scoring 33 
goals and 58 points in 45 games with the Greyhounds. He’s a 20-year-
old winger who was invited to the Kraken’s preseason camp, and now 
gives them a bit more organizational depth. The expectation is players 
like Kartye will spend next season playing for the Kraken’s AHL affiliate, 
the Coachella Valley Firebirds, which gives the team another 
development avenue. 

It is possible the Kraken could make more free-agent signings in terms of 
collegiate, European or major junior players looking for an NHL 
organization. Most NHL players who make it into the league are typically 
drafted. But there is still a need for teams to explore all their options in 
the event they have found something another front office may have 
overlooked. As of a few seasons ago, nearly a quarter of the NHL 
featured undrafted free agents. They can range from players who serve 
in bottom-six or bottom-pairing roles. Or they can turn into future Stanley 
Cup winners like Kraken forward Yanni Gourde or a future captain like 
defenseman Mark Giordano, who has also won a Norris Trophy. 

Of course, the goal is to not stop at getting free agents like Kartye 
throughout the month. The Kraken are still interested in adding more 
organization depth, whether it be through getting draft picks or prospects 
at the deadline. 

“Most deals at this time teams are looking to do, it’s one or the other,” 
Francis said. “It depends upon which team it is, which pick it is, which 
prospect it is. Those are the things we’re looking to add. You’re doing two 
things. You’re building the team that’s playing every night by moving 
pieces and stuff that frees up more cap space to go into the free agent 
market in the summertime and look to pieces to add to our lineup. Or if 
we acquire picks or prospects, maybe that’s something we use to work a 
trade in the offseason as well.” 

Part of the strategy Francis is expected to implement is weaponizing his 
cap space. CapFriendly projects the Kraken have $6.879 million 
available which allows them to use that space in a few ways. If a team 
wants a current Kraken player but cannot afford that respective player’s 
cap hit, the Kraken are then in a position to retain salary and charge a 
premium in the process. Or if two teams need a third party with cap 
space to help broker a deal, the Kraken can do that too and receive 
something in return. 

“Absolutely. We have the cap space and the owners are willing to spend 
the money,” Francis said. “We’ve made that well known to all the GMs 
that if they need a third-party broker or there’s a deal with a contract they 
need to move and it makes sense, we’re open for business on that end 
as well. Our owners have said from day one, we have the green light to 
spend to the cap. So as we get into the free-agent market this summer, 
there’s always the risk you don’t get the guy you want or somebody else 
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wants to play for someone whether (it’s) because he’s from that market 
originally or something else. Our plan is to certainly be aggressive again 
in free agency this summer.” 

Francis reaffirmed that he has spoken with Giordano and that the Kraken 
captain will be moved. So far, he has not had those conversations with 
other players. He said that could change as the Kraken get closer to the 
deadline. 

As for who stays and who goes? Francis did not offer any specific names 
beyond Giordano. But he did offer a few context clues when specifically 
asked about the futures of pending unrestricted free agent forwards Calle 
Jarnkrok and Marcus Johansson. 

“Those will be discussions over the next few months. Some of it depends 
upon what teams call and ask for or what they’re willing to give you for 
them,” Francis said. “And (another) thing is maybe having that discussion 
(about) what they are looking for moving forward. There’s always the 
option of trading a guy and kinda sitting and waiting to see what happens 
in the summertime. There’s a lot of different scenarios that play out. But 
those guys have come and played hard for us each and every night and I 
appreciate what they are doing for us.” 

Naturally, the conversation eventually shifted to Jared McCann. He is 
currently on injured reserve and was doing rehabilitation work on the 
second ice sheet when Francis addressed reporters. McCann is also a 
pending restricted free agent who leads the team with 21 goals and 31 
points. He’s already set a new career high in goals and is three points 
away from a new personal best in that category. 

McCann has previously said Seattle “is where I want to be” while 
teammates have also confirmed his desire to stay with the club. The 25-
year-old is currently earning $2.94 million and is expected to receive a 
sizable increase. Francis could go in a few directions. The Kraken still 
have a year of team control remaining, which buys them some time 
before having to make a decision. Or they could sign McCann to a 
longer-term deal with the idea his UFA years will be more expensive. 

“He’s lived up to the expectations for what he’s been given,” Francis said. 
“He’s scoring a lot of goals for us. He’s got a heck of a shot and playing 
well. We’ve used him in the middle. We’ve used him on the wing. We’re 
real pleased with him and one way or the other, we’ll get something done 
with him moving forward I’m sure.” 

Perhaps the most consistent theme with Francis’ press conference is the 
back and forth on the questions about the current roster and their 
prospects. 

Why? Because that is currently what it means to be the Kraken, or any 
team in their position. They sit near the bottom of the standings with the 
third-lowest point total in the NHL while also on their third losing streak of 
more than seven games. It’s a team that can move players off the roster 
and can add more pieces for the future in the process. 

There is also what they could do in free agency. CapFriendly projects 
Francis would have $27.783 million in projected cap space. Re-signing 
McCann and another pending RFA in Ryan Donato will be taken into 
consideration. Francis built a roster that has six pending UFAs which 
means it is possible to get money off the books and immediately allocate 
that money toward free agency. 

And the best way to bridge the two? Easy. Ask about Matty Beniers. 

Beniers is a sophomore at the University of Michigan who has scored 17 
goals and 37 points in 30 games. He represented the United States at 
the world juniors before the event was ultimately canceled and then 
played for the U.S. at the Olympics. The Kraken drafted the 6-foot-2, two-
way center with the No. 2 pick last summer with the idea he projects as a 
top-six center who could anchor a line, and potentially the franchise, for 
several years to come. 

Matty Beniers. (Michael Caterina / USA Today) 

Prospects like Beniers either come directly to the NHL from the draft or 
they spend at least one more year developing. 

Where it becomes nuanced is in determining the next step. The Kraken 
are on record as saying Beniers could have played in the NHL this 
season. But they wanted him to get another year of development at 
Michigan. So they are left with a few options. The first is they could sign 

him right away and insert him into the lineup. No. 5 Michigan has been a 
longstanding national title favorite with the notion they could reach the 
Frozen Four. 

The NCAA Regional Round starts March 25 and ends March 27. If the 
Wolverines are eliminated in the regional round, it’s possible Beniers 
could join right after his college season has ended. It’s also possible the 
Wolverines could advance to the Frozen Four, which starts April 7 and 
ends April 9. If they lose in the semifinal round or final round, Beniers 
could sign his ELC and immediately join the team. 

Signing Beniers and having him play with the Kraken would “burn” the 
first year of his ELC. That means if he plays one second of a game this 
season, it counts as if he has played a whole year. Otherwise, the 
Kraken could have him sign an amateur tryout offer with the Charlotte 
Checkers in the AHL as a way of getting him more games against 
professional competition to help him make the adjustment. 

However, playing Beniers right away allows the Kraken to gauge how he 
looks against NHL competition. Then, he and the club could use the 
offseason to chart a strength and conditioning program that helps him 
build on what he did in the NHL to prepare him for training camp ahead 
of what will be his first full NHL season (which makes him eligible for the 
Calder Trophy, but it would be his second NHL season in terms of his 
ELC). 

And for those wondering, the Kraken have 17 games left on the schedule 
starting March 27 and would have 10 games remaining after April 9. 

“Usually with higher picks, the agent and the player want you to, in 
essence, ‘burn’ the year,” Francis explained. “So in theory, at the end of 
his season with Michigan, if he wanted to come out, that’s the deal we 
would most likely look to do — to try and sign him and burn a year and 
get him into our lineup.” 

Francis said the Kraken would prefer not to burn that first year but he 
also understands “that’s part of doing business in today’s world” with high 
draft picks. Burning the first year of his ELC also means he becomes a 
pending RFA after the 2023-24 season. Currently, Chris Driedger, Jordan 
Eberle and Alex Wennberg are the only players on the team whose 
contracts expire at that point. Delaying Beniers for a year means he 
would be up after the 2024-25 season which would leave him in a class 
of players in need of new contracts that includes Gourde, Adam Larsson 
and Brandon Tanev. 

Regardless of when Beniers signs, getting him under contract would be 
the first step in the Kraken’s second wave of prospect development. 
That’s followed by the progress being made by prospects such as 
defenseman Ryker Evans, forward Ryan Winterton and defensive Ville 
Ottavainen, among others. As of now, the Kraken have one first-round 
pick, but the belief is they are seeking a first-rounder for Giordano which 
would give them two in this summer’s draft in addition to whatever draft 
capital they have added. This hypothetical gives the Kraken a future they 
could blend with their current players along with the ones they could 
pursue in what is expected to be a more intriguing free-agent market 
compared to last year. 

“As tough as the year has been, the positive side is we’re going to get 
another higher pick, right?” Francis said. “You look at teams. There have 
been 16 teams in the last four years in the conference finals. Fourteen of 
them had two or more top-10 picks in their lineup. I think Tampa had six 
and they won the Cup back-to-back. Those guys are important at building 
a franchise. As much as we want to get the NHL portion right and get the 
right free agents to do that, it’s also critical for us to make sure we are 
still drafting and developing well so as those guys come into play, we 
have those pieces that can push us even further along.” 
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The Athletic / The Ondřej Kaše story: A path through hell and back, one 
hockey hit at a time 

 

James Mirtle  
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Truth be told, almost no one remembers the hit. 

It was more than six years ago, in the minors. A young forward lugging 
the puck up the ice, trying to break into the offensive zone. A 
defenseman getting a little overzealous with his elbow, after the puck 
was dumped in behind him. 

Nothing particularly unusual. Or memorable. 

But Ondřej Kaše can’t fully forget, as much as he’d like to. Not when that 
hit has led him to here, where every play could mean the end of his 
career. Where he’s missed more than 40 percent of the games since 
coming to North America as a teen. 

“Yeah,” Kaše says, with a heaviness in his voice. “It was my third game.” 

He was 19. He was selected 205th out of 210 players in the 2014 NHL 
Draft and had beaten incredible odds to get that far that fast. As a 
seventh-rounder from Kadaň, Czech Republic, a town of 18,000 outside 
of Prague, few would have expected he would even get an NHL contract, 
let alone be playing a rung below the big leagues right away. 

But Kaše was (and is) a battler, a player who always plays full out, no 
matter the situation. While not overly big, he was feisty. He seemed 
tailor-made to at least fill a bottom-six role, battling in the corners for 
loose pucks. 

The Anaheim Ducks scouts saw that when they took a flier on him late in 
that draft. And they wanted him in the AHL as a kid, to develop in their 
program in San Diego. 

Then, the hit. 

“I chip the puck into the offensive zone, and I went to check, and I think 
the guy hit me like three seconds later,” Kaše says. “Like an elbow to my 
face.” 

Who hit you? Was there a penalty? A suspension? 

What happened next? 

“I don’t remember anything,” he says. “It’s like seven years ago.” 

Kaše isn’t certain how many concussions he has had, but the number is 
high. Plausibly into the double digits.The elbow to the face in his third 
AHL game was his first, however. He had never experienced issues with 
his head until that point, two weeks before his 20th birthday. 

Years later, Kaše now has the unfortunate designation of being 
“concussion prone,” to the point that he wasn’t given a new contract by 
the Bruins last summer. Boston had dealt a first-round pick and a 
prospect for him near the trade deadline in 2020, taking a chance despite 
his lengthy injury history in Anaheim. 

Over the next season and a half, however, he played just nine regular-
season games — and several of those he left midway through due to 
issues with his head. 

This season, every time he absorbs a hit as a Maple Leaf, the league’s 
biggest fan base holds its collective breath. 

By the letter of the NHL’s laws, where Rule 48 governs blows to the 
head, that check from Flames big man Nikita Zadorov is a clean hit. 

League sources confirmed they viewed it as such — and several retired 
players (Marc Methot, Carlo Colaiacovo and Brent Sopel) took to social 
media in the aftermath to add similar endorsements. 

“Arm is tucked in. Feet on the ice. Clean,” Methot tweeted. “And I’m 
always right.” 

“Agreed. Know who you’re on the ice against and keep your head up,” 
Colaiacovo added. 

The Leafs, however, disagreed – in part because they know the 
consequences for someone like Kaše. 

“I didn’t like it,” captain John Tavares said when asked about the play. “I 
thought (Zadorov’s) hands came up high. … I mean you don’t want to 

see anyone get hit in the head. I think that’s what we’re trying to eliminate 
(in the NHL).” 

“It’s a violent hit,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “Puck is gone. Anytime you 
see a guy get hit in the head, helmet flying, all that kind of stuff, my 
opinion is it should be an automatic disallowed hit. We should try to get 
those hits out of the game that injure players like that. 

“Kaše, with his history, you worry for him. … You just hope he’s going to 
be all right.” 

The Athletic reviewed most of the hits that have led to Kaše’s 
concussions throughout his troubled career. We also spoke to those who 
were there, as well as medical experts who have helped get him back on 
the ice in recent years. 

All told, by our accounting, he has played 327 games in seven years in 
the AHL and NHL and missed approximately 200, mostly due to head 
injuries. 

Which begs the question: Is Kaše’s story one of unavoidable collateral 
damage in a physical sport where some careers simply end early? Does 
he need to, in the verbiage of the game, simply “keep his head up?” 

Or does hockey need to change, perhaps by introducing stricter head-
checking rules like those in some European leagues? 

“I wish they would do more,” says Dr. Jeffrey Kutcher, a sports 
concussion specialist who has worked with Kaše for years. “They 
certainly could.” 

It took time to find the hit that started it all. It’s not widely available 
anywhere, and it didn’t show up on social media or even in postgame 
reports. 

There wasn’t even a penalty on the play. Karl Stollery, a veteran with the 
San Jose Barracuda, is the defenseman at the blue line who throws the 
elbow, and at 5-feet-10, he’s hardly known as an enforcer. 

The San Diego Gulls, Kaše’s AHL team, complained to the league in the 
aftermath, and Stollery received a one-game suspension. 

Kaše missed four months. 

This was the play. 

At the time, Kaše couldn’t speak English. And the Gulls were struggling 
to find anyone in Southern California who could speak Czech. 

After he was concussed, Kaše had to try to convey the way he felt, which 
was complicated given the myriad and evolving symptoms that come with 
head injuries. He also often couldn’t read the medical documents or 
understand what doctors and trainers were saying. 

“It’s tough on those kids, man,” says Ducks coach Dallas Eakins, who 
was behind the bench in San Diego at the time. “We forget how hard it is 
cause we all live over here and everybody speaks English. It’s so hard on 
those guys when they come over.” 

“I spoke actually, like, zero English,” Kaše says. “I could say ‘Hi, how are 
you.’ That’s it. It was hard. I spoke with my family like every day — my 
parents and my brother.” 

Kaše sighs. 

“It was a tough time. I was hurt,” he says. “I was in a new city, and I 
needed to take care of everything, by myself. It was hard. But it was a 
new adventure for me. So I took it (on).” 

The Gulls put Kaše in a house with two other young players, Stefan 
Noesen and Nic Kerdiles, who were both originally from Texas. The team 
also found him an English teacher and a Czech family he could interact 
with, through the fog of his concussion symptoms. 

Kaše wasn’t able to drive a car, so Noesen and Kerdiles became his 
chauffeurs. Unable to play, he quickly started picking up the language 
from his new best friends. 

And he endeared himself to his teammates and coaches even faster. 

Even with all of the adversity, he would often have the biggest smile on 
his face of anyone at the rink. 
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“He’s one of those guys, you’re really drawn to him with just the way he 
carries himself with that positive energy,” Eakins says. “Unbelievable 
energy.” 

When Kaše returned to the ice that February, he did so as a player 
possessed. He kept scoring goals and rising in the Gulls’ lineup and on 
the organization’s depth chart. The staff soon realized he could play 
anywhere in the lineup, with a fearlessness uncommon among young 
European prospects. 

Even right after the head injury, he was throwing himself into battles on 
every play, impressing his coach every game. 

“Even with his injuries, he plays every shift like it’s his last,” Eakins says. 
“So I love him.” 

“That’s my game,” Kaše says of his all-out style. “You want to win the 
game. That’s my goal. I want to win. I try to be a little smarter, I think, but 
otherwise, it’s still hockey. You still want to win.” 

By the next fall, Kaše was a full-time NHLer with the Ducks, then one of 
the best teams in the league. A year later, at 22, he piled up 20 goals in 
66 games in his second NHL season. 

He also began to post outstanding underlying numbers to land on the 
radar of a lot of analytics folks around the league, due to his 
relentlessness on the puck. 

After his breakout season, the Ducks signed Kaše to a three-year, $7.8 
million deal in the summer of 2018. It was unheard of money for a player 
who nearly went undrafted only four years earlier. 

He had made it. 

Even as Kaše played well, however, the hits — and the injuries — kept 
coming. Sometimes, he would miss a few weeks and return, playing the 
same kamikaze-style he always did. Other times, like in 2018-19, he 
missed most of the season, both with a concussion to start the year and 
later major shoulder surgery. 

The causes of his various concussions began to become easier to find. 

“I know that’s been a super frustrating ride for him,” Eakins says of the 
injuries. “And in the same breath, I think it probably really calloused him 
and made him a very mentally tough individual.” 

“I was worried,” Kaše says of missing longer and longer stretches of 
games. “If I’ll play hockey (again). Will I be ready for next season? If my 
life will be good? Because you don’t want to wake up every day with 
headaches and feel, like, sad. You know? You don’t want this. I was 
thinking about it.” 

When the concussions persisted into the following season, the Ducks 
escalated their efforts. 

They called Dr. Kutcher. 

Kutcher is one of the top sports neurologists in the world. The head of the 
NBA’s concussion program, he has also served as the team doctor for 
the U.S. Ski and Snowboard program at the past three Olympics, 
including last month in Beijing. 

He’s also an advisor to the NFLPA and NHLPA on some of their more 
difficult cases, which is how he first met Kaše. 

Kutcher had rescued the careers of NHL players like Patrick Eaves — 
who missed all but 10 games in 2011-12. His approach is beyond what 
many team staffs are capable of, given how complex head injuries can 
be. 

Step 1 was to get Kaše to Kutcher’s clinic in Michigan for an array of 
tests that included questions about seemingly odd things like riding 
rollercoasters and trying to read a book in a moving car. 

What Kutcher discovered was Kaše had a complex neurological profile, 
which included genetic, psychological and physiological factors like a 
propensity for migraines and neck-related ailments. Rather than have 
Kaše sit in a dark room and wait out his symptoms, as medical teams 
often advise, what was needed was to untangle the web of symptoms 
and determine how they could address all of the underlying causes. 

It wasn’t an easy undertaking, especially given hockey is one of the most 
taxing sports for an athlete to return to, given the speed and sensory 
overload that comes with the game. 

“Ultimately, I think he got labeled, as some other guys have, as having a 
quote-unquote concussion problem,” Kutcher says of Kaše. “That is not 
the case at all. He had a complex set of neurological variables that 
needed to be treated comprehensively.” 

What makes Kaše different, Kutcher says, is that he is in it for the long 
haul, even as the treatment plan stretches out beyond month to month to 
the point it has lasted years, including missing almost all of last season. 

“This is not a permanent brain injury kind of problem,” Kutcher says, 
noting that he doesn’t worry about long-term damage like chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy in Kaše’s situation, given his headaches are 
caused by other variables. “But there are a lot of guys that retire with the 
same sort of basic start to the story. 

“That is one thing that makes Ondřej unique — just his fortitude. He did 
not give up. He believed in what we were doing. It’s a tough decision 
whether to retire or to keep playing, and a lot of guys in the NHL, NFL 
and other sports have decided to retire for just that reason (of concern 
over long-term impact). They were still having symptoms. But, in his 
case, he just didn’t want to give up.” 

Kaše credits Kutcher with where he is today. While neither doctor nor 
patient wanted to get into the full specifics of what his recovery entailed, 
given the personal nature of some of what he underwent, Kaše explains 
that he now takes migraine-related medications that help alleviate his 
symptoms. 

So far this season, he has been able to play relatively injury-free, missing 
only nine of 53 games, despite taking big hits like the one from Zadorov. 

“He’s a huge part of why I’m still playing hockey,” Kaše says of Kutcher. 
“He explained everything great for me. It was really, really helpful. You 
know, sometimes you are worried about it. Like you still have a headache 
and you are thinking about it and like, oh, every move, like if I work out 
can I hurt myself and get worse? I don’t know. Can my brain be 
something worse and worse? And he just explained everything: ‘You 
don’t need to be worried about anything if you treat it the right way.'” 

David Kämpf, far left, and Ondřej Kaše, second from left, playing for 
Piráti Chomutov in the Czech Republic as youngsters. After playing 
against one another as children, they were together as pros for four 
seasons beginning more than a decade ago. (Courtesy Ondřej Kaše via 
Piráti Chomutov) 

Kaše played only one full game last season in Boston. The Bruins, 
deterred by his lack of progress, didn’t give him a qualifying offer, which 
would cost a minimum of $2.6 million. 

By free agency at the end of July, however, more than 10 NHL teams 
lined up to take a chance on Kaše’s health. They knew what he had done 
in Anaheim, when healthy, with an analytical profile that suggested he 
could be a top-line player on a good team. 

Kaše ultimately chose the Leafs and took less money to do so, signing 
for just $1.25 million on a one-year deal. His main motivation was that 
David Kämpf — Kaše’s best friend since they were boys back in Kadaň 
— had just committed to Toronto. 

Quietly behind the scenes, Kämpf has been instrumental in Kaše making 
a big impact in Toronto this season. In training camp, Kaše wasn’t certain 
whether he had made the right decision, as he felt out of sync with NHL 
game speed after hardly playing in more than 12 months. 

Kaše was concerned he wasn’t the player he used to be. 

“He helped me a lot at the start of the season,” Kaše says of Kämpf. “I 
was worried about myself. If I could make the team, if I’m still good — all 
this stuff. And he took very good care of me. That’s what I needed. 

“We spoke about hockey a lot. We spoke about our situation. We went to 
dinner together. We played together — the same line — it helped me, 
too. I knew where he is, all the time. It was almost like brothers when we 
play together.” 
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That support has allowed Kaše, yet again, to emerge as an important 
player on one of the NHL’s best teams. He has spent time this season on 
the first line, alongside Auston Matthews, and on the top power-play unit. 

Kaše has also displayed a Swiss Army knife-like quality where he can 
help in any situation, whether it’s on a checking line alongside Kämpf, or 
killing penalties, or needing to facilitate offense for the Leafs’ stars. 

Kämpf, too, has had a career year, producing at a nearly 30-point pace 
after being only a checking specialist previously. 

“Those guys have a never-say-die attitude,” Leafs teammate Wayne 
Simmonds says, calling Kaše and Kämpf the Bobbsey Twins because of 
how inseparable they are. “They’re always in on plays. They’re always 
forechecking, backchecking, blocking shots. They literally do whatever is 
necessary for our team to win. They bring a lot of grit.” 

Kaše doesn’t know what the future holds, as far as his health is 
concerned, but he is optimistic he can find a way through anything after 
what he’s already endured. 

“I’m trying to make every season the best I can,” Kaše says. “What’s 
behind me I cannot change. So I’m not looking back. … We treated it 
well, and I’m back in ‘The Show’ so everything is good now.” 

Those who have watched his journey — from a longshot seventh-round 
pick who couldn’t speak English only six years ago to starring with the 
Leafs — believe that, if anyone can pull it off, it will be him. 

There have been dark days. But Kaše will never be one to dwell on them. 

“You think he would have lost some of his passion and maybe would 
have a little bit of bitterness toward the game,” Eakins says. “But I think 
that really tells you who he is. There’s none of that in him. He’s that same 
kid. When I do catch him on TV, I’m like, man, that kid has the same 
passion that he had when he showed up on our doorstep there in San 
Diego. 

“He brings such a great smile to my face. He’s one of those kids that I’m 
extremely proud of.” 
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The Athletic / Cale Makar? Victor Hedman? Who are the top Norris 
contenders and what’s the best way to evaluate them? 

 

By Shayna Goldman  

Mar 1, 2022   

 

What it should take to be in consideration for the Norris Trophy and what 
it actually takes sometimes diverge. Is it the best offensive defender? 
The best two-way player? And how does their playing time factor in?  

The answer often ranges based on who is asked as varying perspectives 
can add some spice to the debate.   

By traditional standards, the Norris race is often highly influenced by 
scoring, ice time, plus-minus, and sometimes above all else: reputation, 
as The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn wrote when analyzing voting 
tendencies a few seasons back.  

That once again appeared to be the case earlier last season with Victor 
Hedman being featured as a mainstay at the top of the race. While he is 
among the best defensemen in the league, reputation may have driven 
his push to become a finalist, seeing as his level slipped while playing 
through injury. Had he taken home that hardware, it probably would have 
been because the majority felt it was “his turn” to win based on seasons 
of play leading up to it even if that particular year wasn’t his best.  

But the inclusion of two sophomores who didn’t quite have the 
opportunity to build up that name recognition in Adam Fox and Cale 

Makar represented a shift, especially with Fox winning the honors of best 
“all-around” defenseman.  

Will that trend continue this year?   

Let’s take a closer look at this year’s contenders, and how they stack up 
to the criteria that players and coaches around the league think should 
be considered in the conversation.  

To get a better gist of the current field of players, it helps to look at it from 
two perspectives: a more “traditional” approach versus a data-driven 
approach.  

Prashanth Iyer created a model to predict the winner — based on some 
of the more traditional metrics that typically go into voting, sprinkled with 
more “analytical” metrics — and tested it against past years. 

Makar, Hedman, and Devon Toews headline the top-10 candidates 
generated by the model.  

The influence of scoring in this model is clear with the list headlined by 
Makar who leads all defensemen with 18 goals and 56 points in all 
situations, followed by Roman Josi (53), Hedman (51), Fox (50), and 
Aaron Ekblad (49). Makar’s also the five-on-five leader, where he’s 
scored 28 of his points, followed by Ekblad, Josi, and Morgan Rielly with 
25. Fox and Hedman are right behind with 24 points each. Of these 
players, six skaters rank in the top 10 in all-situation points, another three 
in the top 20, and Drew Doughty trails in 22nd after missing time with 
injury. 

Scoring is something that Ryan Suter of the Stars pointed out as a key 
component in voting, although he thinks it should go to the “best 
defenseman.” 

“In today’s NHL, I think they judge on points, right?” Suter said. “I think in 
the past it’s gone to the best all-around defenseman, and I think now it’s 
kind of a points thing — and no disrespect to that, it’s just kind of how it’s 
changed.” 

Dallas head coach Rick Bowness echoed his defender on the importance 
of scoring in the conversation. 

“It’s an offensive-minded position right now,” Bowness said. “So the guys 
that are going to get the most votes are the guys who are up there in the 
point race — that’s who is getting all the attention today and that’s just 
what it is. There was a time when a defensive defenseman could win it, 
but I think those days are gone.” 

The only true defensive defenseman to win was Rod Langway in 1983 
and 1984. Point totals have always weighed heavily into voting.  

Along with “putting up a lot of points,” Seth Jones said, defenders have to 
“play in all situations, be good on both sides of the puck, and be 
consistent.” 

Evaluating that two-way game is where a more data-driven approach can 
help. So, we can turn to Luszcyszyn’s model using Game Score Value 
Added (GSVA) with the qualifier of playing top-pair minutes.   

A few late additions to Luszcyszyn’s model help emphasize penalty-
killing. With that adjustment, Jaccob Slavin joins the rankings and 
MacKenzie Weegar slides out of the top-10, plus there’s a couple of 
shuffles within. We’ll expand our field to consider both these defenders 
since Weegar only moves down to 11th, and how they stack up to the 
rest of the contenders. 

Similar to last year, the list once again features quite a few puck-movers, 
something Jones pointed to as being a part of the Norris conversation 
now that “more guys are great skaters” in today’s game.  

These lists line up more than expected, helping narrow down the field. 
The inclusion of data helps pinpoint those without numbers as flashy, like 
Miro Heiskanen, who appears for his strong defensive play — because 
as Barry Trotz explained, it’s about defensive and offensive impact.  

“You look at the modern-day defenseman now,” Trotz said, “I think they 
combine — look at Adam Fox last year — he combined a real strong 
defensive game with a real good offensive game, and I think those 
players have to have a certain amount of they call it ‘hockey IQ’ or 
intelligence.” 
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Let’s dig into that two-way impact, first with offense that runs deeper than 
scoring. 

“(Norris contenders) should be able to play a 200-foot game,” Bruins 
coach Bruins Cassidy said. “I think it’s gotten tilted more offensively. And 
that’s OK because offense is a big part of the game.  

“When you have the puck, it’s hard to get scored on. So you could make 
the argument that you’re probably as good defensively as anybody when 
you have the puck and you’re making plays.” 

The ice is tilted generally in these defenders’ favors at five-on-five, and 
for the most part their teams are better at generating offense, relative to 
their teammates, while they’re deployed — none more so than Ekblad 
and Toews with over 58-percent shot shares, which can be used as a 
proxy for possession.  

The other defender that stands out is Doughty; the Kings generate about 
61 percent of the shot attempts when he’s deployed. He’s not featured on 
the GSVA list above because he’s played fewer games after sustaining 
an injury earlier in the year. However, when looking at how all defenders 
rate out per-82 games to keep the playing field equal, he moves up to 
seventh on the contender list.  

When factoring quality in with expected goals, Charlie McAvoy jumps 
ahead of the rest with a 60.1 percent expected goals rate. Ekblad follows 
(58.1 percent), followed by his mainstay partner Weegar, then Colorado’s 
top pair of Toews and Makar. 

The only defender to fall below break-even in both marks is the reigning 
Norris Trophy winner, Fox — although his team’s lackluster five-on-five 
play likely factors in here.  

When it comes to offensive production, specifically, Ekblad’s on-ice shot 
and quality generation lead the way among this group of defenders. 
Slavin’s right behind him in the quality department, with an on-ice 
expected goals rate of 3.22 per 60 (though he’s a few slots back in shot 
volume). Weegar, who plays about 88 percent of his five-on-five minutes 
with Ekblad, is also right the mix with these two. 

To help provide some context for differing systems and styles of play, we 
can measure relative to teammates, too. No one has a better influence, 
relative to their teammates, than Hedman in helping boost their team’s 
shots generation while Heiskanen steps up for expected goal creation.   

Along with on-ice influence, there’s also isolated impact on expected goal 
generation when accounting for zone starts, competition faced, and 
coaching impact in comparison to the average player in their minutes that 
we can measure via HockeyViz. McAvoy and Fox become the standouts 
by this metric.  

For overall “offensive rating” between on-ice impact and scoring, we can 
look at ratings via Luszcyszyn’s model. Wider than the scope of just the 
contenders, Ekblad, Weegar, Slavin, Makar, Toews, and Hedman all fall 
into the top 10 for top-pairing defenders around the league. Jared 
Spurgeon ranks ninth; like Doughty, missing time with injury pulls him 
from the top-10 contender list whereas he makes it per-82 in GSVA.  

But this is an award for all-around impact, so let’s shift to the other end of 
the ice.  

“Before, you would have expected some more Langway attributes of 
blocking shots and defending hard,” Cassidy added. “There’s different 
ways you can defend now with your stick and your feet and your IQ. I 
think you have to factor that in.” 

So, there are two ways to really dive into this: in-zone impact and 
transitional play. 

In-zone impact starts with entry defense. Toews, Heiskanen, Fox, 
Hedman, and Josi all hold the blue line against carry-in entry attempts 
well at five-on-five — and the few attempts that do get past generally 
don’t lead to a scoring chance against. Weegar, Ekblad, and McAvoy all 
limit possession entries well, but move closer to average when it comes 
to stopping scoring chances off entries. Slavin is about average in his 
carry-in percentage against, but those don’t often materialize into scoring 
chances against. Makar, on the other hand, sees a carry-in rate of about 
65.7 percent but few result in quality looks.  

Once in the zone, who faces the lowest rate of shots against? Toews, 
McAvoy, Hedman, and Weegar all rank the best here. 

McAvoy and Toews both limit shots and quality chances against, facing 
the lowest expected goal rate of the contenders while deployed. The heat 
maps below help highlight this with blue areas representing areas of shot 
suppression.  

Heiskanen, Hedman, and Makar round out the top five. Relative to their 
teammates, on the other hand, it’s Doughty, Toews, and Heiskanen with 
the best influence on their team’s defense in both the volume and quality 
departments. 

No one has a better-isolated impact in their own end than Toews. He’ll 
block some shots, though not as many as others in the Norris 
conversation like Fox and Weegar. Instead, his game emphasizes smart 
stick plays, positioning, and skating to keep opponents out of the 
dangerous areas.  

“It’s not flashy,” Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said of one of his leading 
defenders, crediting how Toews thinks the game with an “elite skill set” 
and skating. 

“It’s just good, smart hockey and it’s done at a certain pace that makes 
him successful,” Bednar said. 

Overall, Toews, Heiskanen, McAvoy, Makar, Hedman, and Josi all fall 
into the top 10 in defensive rankings, according to Luszczyszyn’s model, 
among top-pair defensemen.  

In today’s NHL, the best defense can be a strong offense — that means 
regaining possession and turning play around. Forcing turnovers and 
retrieving pucks is a key part for a blueliner, as is breaking the puck out 
of the defensive end.  

Weegar and Fox lead these players in their rate of five-on-five 
takeaways. But with regard to retrieving pucks out of their own zone and 
turning them into exits, it’s Fox, Weegar, Heiskanen, Slavin and Makar 
leading the way.  

Retrievals aside, just focusing on puck movement out of the zone, Fox, 
Hedman, Toews, McAvoy and Heiskanen all move the puck out of the 
defensive end with possession at an above-average rate relative to the 
position. Slavin exits the zone at one of the highest rates in the league, 
though his possession rate (66.7 percent) is closer to average, compared 
to those other defenders. 

Makar almost exclusively exits with control, but not at the same rate as 
some of his fellow defenders — then again, his partner generally takes 
on that role. That said, the strong skater brings it into the offensive zone 
frequently. So do Josi, Hedman, Heiskanen, Fox, McAvoy, Weegar and 
Slavin.   

It’s not just about even-strength play or scoring when analyzing the 
Norris race — usage is another component.  

“I think the Norris Trophy candidates are all the guys putting points on the 
board and playing a lot of important minutes and a lot of important 
situations. A guy like Victor, right? Plays every situation possible, plays 
against the best players, kill penalties, plays power play,” Bowness said.  

That all-situation play can be what makes or breaks the case for some.  

The power play holds Weegar back, since he only plays about 10.3 
percent of the available time on the man advantage for the Panthers. 
Toews and Heiskanen are both relegated to their team’s second units, 
since there’s a superior option to man the first. Slavin’s minutes (26.5 
percent of the available time) are also second-pair level, but with an 
injury to their quarterback on the top power play, he’s taking over that 
role — and how he impacts that unit may be a consideration come time 
to vote. 

As for impact in those power-play situations, it’s Fox, Makar, Josi, and 
Letang leading the way in terms of impact with Evolving-Hockey’s 
Regularized Adjusted Plus-Minus on their team’s shot, quality chance, 
and scoring rates while Toews, Ekblad, and McAvoy see their stock drop. 

But for the honors of best all-around defenseman, the other side of the 
ice also has to be considered with the penalty kill.  
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Josi plays just 11.3 percent of the available short-handed time in 
Nashville, hurting his case. This was the knock against Makar last year, 
who is now playing about 23 percent of the minutes this season. He’s 
currently on the team’s second unit, as he and the coaches are working 
on him translating his offensive skills to disrupting penalty kills.  

In those short-handed situations, Toews, who is leaned on the heaviest 
among this group of defenders, has the best impact on shot volume 
against, followed by Hedman. Fox and McAvoy are the standouts in 
suppressing scoring chances.  

No one is more impactful on the penalty kill, however, than Slavin. It 
helps that he plays on a team with an absolute power kill, but this is the 
area that pushed him into the top-10 in GSVA. His impact in short-
handed situations, according to Luszcyszyn’s model, is 7.8. The next 
best after him is Hedman at 3.8, to show the difference. But even going 
outside of the contenders, no defender ranks higher than the Canes 
defenseman. 

Usage doesn’t just mean whether a player gets special teams time, 
though. It’s about playing in pivotal situations, too. That’s something that 
Hedman, who has been a fixture in the Norris conversation through much 
of his career, feels is a part of being the best all-around defenseman, 
which is what the trophy demonstrates. 

“So I think for a guy to be up for it, it’s about producing but also logging 
big minutes in all situations — I think that’s what makes a complete 
defenseman. (Someone) you can throw out there if you need a goal, if 
defending a goal, power play, PK — important situations in-game,” 
Hedman added.  

All of these defenders play when the score is tight, but their roles slightly 
differ.  

Josi, Doughty, and Heiskanen see their minutes rise when their team is 
down by a goal and they need a scoring boost. Toews and Makar both 
see their minutes rise when trailing by a goal, but are also counted on in 
late ties. The same goes for Ekblad and Weegar in Florida. Letang, on 
the other hand, sees an uptick when his team is in tight situations, 
whether they’re up or down by a goal.  

Hedman, Fox, and McAvoy are all trusted in late tie games or when their 
team is defending by one goal — which can be the definition of the most 
crucial situations of a game. Slavin as well, along with while his team is 
trailing by one.  

Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer added another element to the 
meaning of a Norris contender: playing top competition.  

“I don’t think it was meant to be strictly an offensive trophy,” DeBoer said. 
“I think it’s about who is the most complete defenseman in the league. 
Who can defend hard minutes against the best players? Who can 
contribute offensively? Who’s out in the first and last minute of games 
whether you have the lead or you’re behind?” 

That’s something Trotz also mentioned in his criteria for being a Norris 
finalist.  

“They play those big minutes against different types of top people, people 
who play with speed and skill, big powerful men, power forwards. They 
have to be able to manage their game at a very high level and have 
impact against the other team’s best players, whatever style of game 
they might play,” the Islanders bench boss explained.  

On their respective teams, all but two of the top-10 contenders go up 
against the toughest forward competition. Hedman slides in for “second-
pair” usage, with Ryan McDonagh and Erik Cernak edging him out for 
that “shutdown” role. The same goes for Josi in Nashville.  

Of those going up against “top” competition, there’s obviously some 
variance based on who they’ve played this season. Few defenders have 
seen tougher minutes than McAvoy in the league. Makar and Toews, on 
the other end of the spectrum, lead the Avalanche with the most difficult 
quality of competition but rank the lowest in “difficulty” relative to the rest 
of the defenders in the conversation. Some of that may be because they 
never have to GO up against their teammates who are some of the 
steepest competition in the league.  

There’s still plenty of regular-season hockey to play, which may shift the 
conversation. Whoever performs at the highest level down the stretch 

during the most crucial points of the season is bound to earn more 
recognition in the race seeing as that’s all part of the role.  

To be a true Norris-caliber player, a defenseman has to manage playing 
a vital position at the highest level — that’s why Jonas Brodin, one of the 
best defensive defenders, thinks that player can be the “engine” of their 
team. 

“I think just a defenseman that does everything out there, that’s a huge 
part of a team and kind of like the engine of a team — be playing the 
penalty kill, power play, final five, all the positions.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' new defensive identity paving way for Koskinen to 
succeed 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

March 1, 2022, 11:32 PM 

 

If Edmonton’s goaltending is the chicken, then their new brand of team 
play is the egg.  

So as the Oilers leave Philadelphia with a 3-0 win in their pocket, should 
we be talking about Mikko Koskinen’s 39-save shutout? Or the fact that 
Edmonton has surrendered just five goals total in its past three games on 
this road trip?  

Which came first?  

“For sure, they got a lot of shots,” Koskinen said. “But they all came from 
the outside and I could see them all. We did a really good job 
defensively.”  

This was low-event hockey. That boring, effective game that has eluded 
this team ever since they began drafting No. 1 overall prodigies, then 
watching the other 17 skaters all try to play like him. The fact that 
Edmonton has just two shutouts this season —  both coming since Jay 
Woodcroft took over as head coach — speaks to a style change that has 
been a long time coming in Oil Country.  

“You know, the way that we’ve been playing — tight and tight-checking 
— teams are going to have a hard time scoring on us,” said Leon 
Draisaitl. “So if we continue that, we got all the trust in the world and both 
(Koskinen and Mike Smith).”  

“It’s like 20 guys out there who are playing well,” added Koskinen. “Not 
only the goalie or a couple of guys. It’s everyone.”  

Having just plowed through three of the toughest buildings in the league 
in Tampa, Florida and Carolina — with just two points, but three relatively 
solid games — Edmonton met a struggling Philly club that was ripe to be 
out-waited by a patient, grinding game. That’s exactly what Edmonton 
delivered, scoring three goals — coming in the final five minutes of each 
period.  

Draisaitl sniped from long range in the first, and then Kailer Yamamoto 
banged home a rebound as his linemates watched on, all three of them 
hovering over goalie Carter Hart’s crease. It was a metaphor for what can 
happen when you play a low-risk, hard defensive game: You get that 
playoff-type goal that Edmonton simply does not score enough of.  

“A real May-June type of goal at the end of the second period there,” 
gushed Woodcroft, “that I think bodes well for us as we move forward. 
And then I thought we played a really mature third period. I thought we 
did some things very well tonight.”  

There are 28 regular season games to be played, and if Edmonton 
spends them perfecting the game they threw at Tampa, Carolina, and 
now Philly, they’ll be a very difficult out come playoff time. Sure, Connor 
McDavid and Draisaitl each had two-point nights Tuesday, but they were 
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also big parts of an identity that is forming here, each playing as hard in 
their own zone as in the offensive end.  

“We’ve asked our players to really up their level of work, really increase 
our work rate. Specifically, working back to our own end,” said 
Woodcroft, riffing on one of his favorite themes since taking over 10 
games ago (7-3). “I’ve been so impressed with the level of dedication, the 
level of work that our players are demonstrating on a night in night out 
basis.  

“I think we’re working our way towards creating a playing identity that will 
last over the tough times. And you know that’s a full credit to the buy-in 
and work ethic of our players, because it's been elite.”  

Koskinen, quietly and through the reams of criticism, has put together 
some road numbers that are surprisingly elite.  

He’s 12-2-2 on the road this season, with a .919 saves percentage and a 
2.59 goals against. He’s settled his game down remarkably, his saves 
percentage climbing to .905 with the shutout, and if his team continues to 
improve defensively there’s no reason to think Koskinen’s game will 
decline markedly.  

“Everything is about winning,” he said Tuesday. “I’m a team player and I 
don’t care about the stats anymore. I’m all too old anyway. I’m here to 
win the games, and hopefully something bigger.”  

He’ll admit, however. He’s liking his own game more and more.  

“I’m feeling good — same like the team,” the 33-year-old said. “It’s a 
good atmosphere in the locker room. We’re enjoying the game, trying to 
build something strong here.”  

On to Chicago, with a chance to reap six of a possible 10 points on 
Edmonton’s toughest trip of the year. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sizzling Flames coming home to full house after another 
big win over Wild 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 2, 2022, 12:43 AM 

 

Timing is everything for the Calgary Flames these days. 

As in, it’s a really bad time to have to face them. 

The Minnesota Wild had that point hammered home for the second 
consecutive outing Tuesday, losing 5-1 to a Flames team that has now 
won 12 of 13. 

Their first meeting Saturday, (a 7-3 thrashing by the Flames) came 
against a Calgary club hungry to avenge their lone loss in that stretch (a 
7-1 thumping in Vancouver). 

Tuesday’s return engagement at the Xcel Energy Center had the hosts 
amped up for a measure of revenge after coach Dean Evason slammed 
his troops for being out-gritted, out-hit, outplayed and embarrassed by 
the Flames. 

It mattered not as the Flames pieced together what is becoming known 
as the team’s blueprint for road success: 

Score early, take the crowd out of it, build on the lead with an Andrew 
Mangiapane goal, protect the lead, count on solid goaltending and watch 
the team’s top guns plump up their stats. 

On Tuesday it was the timeliness of their snipes that made it impossible 
for the Wild to counter the hottest team in the league. 

A Matthew Tkachuk power-play goal 72 seconds into the affair hushed 
the crowd, followed by Mangiapane’s 21st road snipe 10 minutes later. 

An extremely physical Wild bunch was finally rewarded for muscling back 
into the game midway through the second when Marcus Foligno cut the 
lead in half. 

Then came the dagger. 

Twenty one seconds later, Elias Lindholm’s rocket off the inside of the 
post restored the Flames’ two-goal cushion – a lead that became 
insurmountable when Tyler Toffoli scored the team’s second power-play 
goal 33 seconds into the final frame. 

“I think both those power play goals came at critical times – one really 
early in the game and one really early in the (third) period too,” said 
Flames coach Darryl Sutter, who agreed the most important goal was 
Lindholm’s, which happened to be his 10th in the last 11 outings. 

“This building here is such a momentum building, they play so physical 
and come at ya hard. 

"You break up momentum right away with that shift from Lindholm’s line. 
It’s a big goal.” 

The Flames score plenty of those these days, capping a two-game 
sweep of a formidable Minnesota squad by outscoring the Wild 12-4. 

It’s a pretty solid bounce back for a Flames team rocked late last week by 
the Canucks. 

“Obviously the 7-1 game was a tough one – everything that could go 
wrong went wrong, but it’s good our team found ways to regroup and 
beat a good team twice,” said Lindholm, one of a league-leading four 
Flames with 20 or more goals. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“We were prepared and we were hungry to get a win here. We got some 
goals at the right times and Marky (Jacob Markstrom) played unreal in 
net and we scored five goals. Overall it’s a solid game. They played 
physical and we matched it pretty good and found a way.” 

It was another ho-hum, 32-save victory for Markstrom, whose club has a 
shot at setting a franchise record for consecutive home wins Thursday 
when crowd restrictions are lifted for what should be a raucous 
atmosphere against the Montreal Canadiens. 

A victory really doesn’t come more complete than when the top line has 
six points, the second line has five, the third line scores one to put it out 
of reach and the airtight defence this team is known for shuts the door 
once again. 

It really doesn’t matter how hellbent the opposition is on getting revenge 
when the Flames are playing like this. 

“We knew they were going to come out strong and we were ready, 
focusing on our game,”: said Mangiapane, whose team-leading 28 goals 
is one more than Tkachuk has. 

“Big timely goals are good and we had a lot in this one." 
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Sportsnet.ca / St. Louis' Canadiens continue to grow and entertain 
despite loss to Jets 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

March 1, 2022, 11:52 PM 
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Who are these Montreal Canadiens? 

They were both versions of their 2021-22 selves on Tuesday in 
Winnipeg. 

First, the Canadiens revived Dominique Ducharme’s team — which slept-
walked through the first 45 games and got blown out routinely through 
what was shaping up to be the worst season in franchise history — 
allowing four Jets goals on six shots, seemingly losing the game within 
minutes of the national anthem wrapping. 

They were in turn-the-television-off territory when, suddenly, they 
morphed back into Martin St. Louis’ Canadiens, winners of five straight, 
pressing the pedal right through the floor and storming back with four 
unanswered goals of their own — three of them scored on a 10-0 shot 
run to end the first period. 

Josh Anderson completed a hat trick to tie the game in the fifth minute of 
the second period. Rem Pitlick had a penalty shot to give the Canadiens 
a 5-4 lead but was stymied by Connor Hellebuyck, who came up with his 
best save of the night and set the table for Andrew Copp to respond 
seconds later on the power play to get the Jets back on top. 

So, things didn’t go the Canadiens’ way from that point on. They allowed 
two more power-play goals and fell down 7-4 before seven minutes of the 
final frame were played. 

But the Canadiens never let up. They never sagged. They never stopped 
pushing. 

They kept the pressure up on the Jets, generated six quality scoring 
chances and never appeared fully out of the game until Paul Stastny 
made it 8-4 with 2:34 remaining. 

“Anytime you start a game like that down four goals is not typical, but I 
thought the guys were right there,” Anderson told reporters afterwards. 
“Everyone hung in there, and there was still a lot of game to be played. 
And the way we battled back as a team and (were) able to tie the game 
— there’s a lot of good things, honestly.” 

That’s growth. And it will matter as this team moves through the rest of 
this season and into the next one. 

Of course, it wasn’t all positive on Tuesday. There was enough bad to 
clean up, too. 

As St. Louis put it, the Canadiens took multiple offensive-zone penalties, 
suffered “self-inflicted” wounds, and we’d add that goaltender Samuel 
Montembeault had an off-night before he was replaced in the third period 
by Andrew Hammond. This team, which has been deservedly on the 
wrong side of lopsided scores this season, deserved to be on the wrong 
side of this one, too. 

There’s no denying that. 

But at least this game felt different than those other ones. 

It was entertaining and competitive through and through. It was fun. 

That’s what St. Louis has brought to the Canadiens since he took over on 
Feb. 9 and stated that his main objective was to brighten the dark 
atmosphere around the team. 

That mandate has already been fulfilled. 

“He’s a coach that has brought the joy back in coming to the rink,” said 
Jeff Petry before the Canadiens departed for Winnipeg. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

He was Montreal’s most miserable player prior to St. Louis’ arrival, but 
he’s been playing much better and sporting a smile that’s gotten wider 
and wider with every passing day under his new coach. 

“You’re coming in and you know that on a practice day you’re going to 
work hard, but it’s also fun out there,” Petry continued. “With him you’re 
looking forward to coming to the rink day in and day out, so it’s been a 
refresh and a good change for myself and the team so far.” 

It’s been a remarkable change for Canadiens fans, who had grown sick 
and tired of watching their team this season but probably haven’t been 
able to turn away from the product they’ve been offered over the last nine 
games. 

None of them expect some crazy run from here to the end. Even most 
optimists wouldn’t give the Canadiens good odds of winning half their 
remaining games — many of them to be played with a weaker roster 
post-trade deadline and against teams firmly entrenched in playoff 
positions. 

But whether or not they’ll compete no longer appears to be in question, 
and that’s one of many reasons to continue tuning in. 

Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield, Alex Romanov and Anderson are among 
those offering others. And there’s that Hall of Famer standing on the 
bench in his first NHL coaching gig doing his part, too. 
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TSN.CA / Sandin earns 'huge opportunity' with Rielly as Leafs test out D 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Buffalo Sabres. 

With Jake Muzzin sidelined with a concussion, the Leafs are 
experimenting with some new looks on defence. At Tuesday's practice, 
lefty Rasmus Sandin shifted to the right side and joined Morgan Rielly on 
the top pair. 

"It's a huge opportunity for me," the 21-year-old said. "Our games could 
fit really well. He's a guy I'm looking at and trying to take a lot of stuff 
from. In that way, we can read off each other very well. We're probably 
going to know what the other guy will do with the puck and where he's 
going to go when he doesn't have it. It can be a really good pair." 

"We like to use him in offensive situations as we do with Morgan," coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. "Now you have them both and you can pair them 
with the [Auston] Matthews line for offensive-zone faceoffs. We are 
curious to see how that plays out." 

Sandin is riding a wave of confidence after potting the game-winning goal 
against Washington on Monday. It was his first career showdown against 
the Capitals and Alex Ovechkin.  

"A guy that I've been looking up to since I was young," Sandin said. "That 
was one of my first jerseys I ever had so it's pretty cool to go against him 
even though, right before the goal, he cross-checked me over my arm 
and it stung a bit." 

Sandin stands just 5-foot-11, 178 pounds, but doesn't shy away from 
physical play.  

"I love it," he said. "It's part of the game. I like when it's physical. I'm 
comfortable playing those games. It's a lot fun."  

Sandin is second among Leafs defenceman in hits this season behind 
only Muzzin.  

"He uses his body a lot," Rielly observed. "I think that's underrated from 
him. He's quite physical and he skates well. He's doing a great job this 
year. He's learning and growing every day."  

Sandin played on the right side at times in the Ontario Hockey League 
and American Hockey League, but has rarely taken shifts there in the 
National Hockey League. He did play on his off side alongside Muzzin 
during a game against Pittsburgh on Feb. 17 with mixed results. Now, 
Sandin is poised to get another chance on Wednesday against the 
Sabres.  
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This is Sandin's first full season in the NHL and he's getting more 
comfortable with each new challenge.   

"I feel like I'm taking more space out there," he said. "I'm talking a lot and 
trying to do stuff with the puck in a different way." 

Rasmus Sandin was paired with Morgan Rielly at Tuesday's practice and 
it's a move head coach Sheldon Keefe made to give Timothy Liljegren a 
bit of a rest, but also, Keefe is curious how Sandin and Rielly could be 
utilized together offensively. For his part, Sandin believes their games will 
compliment each other well and credits Rielly for what he has done for 
him both on and off the ice. 

Rielly had played with another young Swede – righty Timothy Liljegren – 
in the last two games. Liljegren will be the odd man out against Buffalo. 

"Lily has played a lot," Keefe noted. "His last couple of games haven't 
been his best. He has done a great job of finding consistency in his game 
that makes you believe in giving him a chance to play up there with 
Morgan, but we have to continue to use our depth." 

Travis Dermott, a lefty, will return to the lineup after being sidelined with a 
nasty flu bug. He skated alongside Ilya Lyubushkin at practice. 

"Somebody who is a lefty had to play the right side," Keefe said. "We 
wanted to give Sandin a look there ... I wouldn't read a whole lot into it. It 
is more that we just wanted to give Lily the day off." 

Keefe is hoping a break will help Liljegren in the same way it seems to 
have boosted Justin Holl. After sitting out two games as a healthy 
scratch, Holl has racked up one goal and four assists in the last two 
games.  

"I've been making good plays, but it's probably not sustainable," the 30-
year-old said with a laugh. "But the better you play with your process, the 
more offensive opportunities you get. It's a numbers game. If you're in 
the offensive zone a lot, you'll get more chances." 

Holl and Muzzin formed a steady second pair last season, but have 
struggled to regain that form this season. With Muzzin out, Holl has 
generated instant chemistry with new partner T.J. Brodie. 

"He's super smart," Holl noted. "He's always in the right spot. He's really 
good with his quick passes and getting the puck going in the right 
direction and then you end up spending your shift in the offensive zone 
rather than battling for it or trying to find your way."  

Holl also appreciates that Brodie has a knack for escaping sticky 
situations.  

"He's really good with crisis management," the Minnesota native noted. 
"When you need him to bail you out or make a desperation defensive 
play, he's always there and really good at it." 

"We have liked the way Brodie and Holl is shaping up," Keefe said. 
"Brodie has a stabilizing presence no matter who he plays with, for sure, 
but for Justin himself, his touches have been clean. He is playing with 
confidence offensively. He is defending well. Full marks to Justin on that."  

Holl made a great pass to set up Sandin's goal in Washington.  

"I actually intended on shooting it and as I was winding up, I caught a 
white jersey out of the corner of my eye and was able to find Sandy 
backdoor and he buried it nicely," Holl said. 

In the dying seconds of the first period, Holl crept towards the Capitals 
crease and ended up banging home a loose puck.  

"I knew there was not a lot of time left," Holl said. "Mo shot it and when I 
saw he missed the net I thought it was a good opportunity because I 
thought it would bounce out the way it did. It worked out perfectly, but 
definitely not a familiar area." 

Matthews missed Wednesday's practice. Keefe termed it a maintenance 
day.  

Toronto's top line of Matthews between Mitch Marner and Michael 
Bunting is absolutely dominating of late. Since Marner returned from the 
COVID protocol on Jan. 15, he leads the league in scoring with 35 points 
in 18 games while Matthews is second with 30 points.  

"It's easy to be on the ice with them," said Sandin with a smile. "I just try 
to, you know, not screw up too bad. So, you try and give them the puck 
and they'll do their magic. Hopefully I can find some open space and 
touch the puck once or twice a shift." 

Bunting scored again on Monday and now leads all NHL rookies with 19 
goals. Despite his advanced age, the 26-year-old is making a compelling 
case for the Calder Trophy. That has earned him some ribbing from 
teammates. Sandin joked that Bunting is getting "cocky" when it comes 
to his Calder candidacy  

But the Scarborough, Ont., native was modest when meeting with the 
media on Monday.  

"Right now, it's going for me so I can't get too high on the highs," he said. 
"Just stay even keel and try and keep this thing rolling ... That was a nice 
play by Mitch to force a turnover and put it in the middle and I was 
fortunate to be in the right spot at the right time." 

The Inside Edge: Does Bunting make a compelling case for Calder? 

Michael Bunting is having an outstanding season and is in serious 
consideration for the Calder Trophy but according to TSN Hockey analyst 
Mike Johnson, there are two things that may work against him if it comes 
down to a tight race. 

Early in the third period on Monday, Petr Mrazek did the splits to deny an 
Ovechkin shot.  

"I was cheating a little bit, I felt like, on that shot," Mrazek admitted. "I 
was a little bit too high. I saw Ovechkin, but thought he was covered and 
then the puck ends up on his stick so I just tried to slide there as fast as I 
could." 

Mrazek also survived a close call in the first period when Matthews got 
his stick on a puck that was an inch away from crossing the line.  

"You need, sometimes, bounces like that to win a game," the 30-year-old 
said. "Great defensive play by Matty." 

Mrazek is likely owed some good luck after an injury-plagued start to the 
season.  

Mrazek stopped 30 of 33 shots on Monday to record his third straight 
win.  

"I felt good out there," he said. "They put a lot of pucks on the net and a 
lot of tips in front of the net so you have to be sharp. I saw a lot of pucks 
on those. The tips you have to be lucky as well to get a piece on. Overall, 
a good performance." 

Keefe agrees and will reward Mrazek with another start on Wednesday. It 
is the first time this season that Mrazek will make consecutive starts.  

After missing Monday's game with an undisclosed injury, Ondrej Kase 
also missed Tuesday's practice and is "unlikely" to play against Buffalo, 
Keefe said.  

In Kase's absence, Pierre Engvall slotted in on the third line beside Ilya 
Mikheyev and David Kampf. With that trio on the ice together this season 
(just over 68 minutes), the Leafs have outshot the opposition 38-18 in 
five-on-five play, per NaturalStatTrick.com. 

"They just seem to complement each other very well," said Keefe. "All 
three guys skate really well. All three guys have good skill sets 
individually to hang onto the puck and bring it up the ice. It is three of the 
best guys we have at transporting the puck from our own zone to the 
offensive zone. If you put them all on the ice together, you see positive 
results that way." 

Engvall had three shots on net against the Capitals and sealed the win 
with an empty-net goal.  

"When Pierre is playing higher up in the lineup, he is going to play more 
and feel more involved and engaged in the game," Keefe noted. "That is 
part of it. One of the challenges of being down on the fourth line is that 
you don't get to play as much and you have to find your way within that. It 
is a little bit easier to find your rhythm when you are in the top nine. I 
think that has a positive effect on guys. When there is an opportunity that 
is created — in this case, with Kase being out — Pierre, I think, gets 
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excited by that. There has been a lot of good things that we have seen 
from that line. They were as good of a line as we had last night for sure." 

Meanwhile, the fourth line of Jason Spezza between Nick Robertson and 
Wayne Simmonds got off to a rocky start in Washington.  

"That line, especially early in the first period, was spending a lot of time in 
our own end," Keefe said. "Right away, you are going to lose a little bit of 
confidence in the group." 

As a result of that and a lot of special teams work in the game, Robertson 
ended up getting just five minutes and 28 seconds of ice time.  

"I am happy with his attitude," Keefe said of the 20-year-old. "I am happy 
with the game he played in Detroit. That is what made us want to keep 
him in the lineup again last night. However the minutes shake out, for a 
young guy like him, it is just about soaking up the whole experience and 
getting a taste of the NHL again." 

    Keefe on Robertson: “I am happy with his attitude … However the 
minutes shake out, for a young guy like him, it is just about soaking up 
the whole experience & getting a taste of the NHL again” 
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TSN.CA / Israeli-Canadian hockey player Sherbatov details journey 
home from Ukraine 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Israeli-Canadian hockey player Eliezer Sherbatov, a left wing for HC 
Mariupol of the Ukrainian Hockey League, was at a hotel on the road in 
Druzhkivka last Thursday when he and his teammates heard a bomb go 
off outside their hotel. 

Sherbatov, who played two seasons in the QMJHL in 2009-10 and 2010-
11 and was in his first season with the eastern Ukraine-based team, was 
quickly summoned with his teammates to a meeting, where the head 
coach told his players the war had begun. 

Sherbatov, 30, then travelled across Ukraine over the next five days, 
eventually crossing the border to Poland before getting on a flight to 
Toronto. 

He spoke with TSN on Tuesday about his journey through war-torn 
Ukraine back home to Montreal.  

The following transcript has been edited for length and clarity. 

TSN: How are you feeling right now? 

Sherbatov: “I’m overwhelmed. I’m exhausted. I just came back a couple 
of hours ago from this long trip. I’m very exhausted. I haven’t eaten or 
slept in the past days. So, just to see your family and familiar faces, it’s 
starting to get better.” 

TSN: What has the past two weeks been like for you and what was your 
journey from Ukraine, crossing borders, and back home to Canada? 

Sherbatov: “To be honest, it’s a long journey. My team is situated in 
Mariupol which, as of today, has been taken by the Russians. But we had 
a game in Kramatorsk, which is also north of Mariupol, which is Donetsk 
Oblast, which has military bases and have the Russian tanks. There’s 
war waging there, where it started. We had a game there. We’re driving 
by bus, five hours north of Mariupol and we stopped at our hotel in 
Druzhkivka. I’m ready to play my hockey game. I’m ready to win, going to 
bed at the hotel. For me, I have a hockey game the next day. 
Everybody’s ready, playoffs are within our grasp, so everyone is focused. 

“At 5 a.m., I’m sleeping and hear ‘boom!’ You never hear that strong of a 
sound. It was so loud that I woke up. I wake up and I see through the 
window, a light going right through the window and it goes like this 

[gestures with hands]. It wake me up. I’m looking around and check on 
my teammates that are with me in the room. They woke up and then you 
hear another ‘boom!’ And it starts shaking, everything is shaking. So, a 
couple of metres away [from us], the war started, and I cannot believe 
what is happening. I’m not sleeping. In the morning, we receive a text: 
Meeting at breakfast. Coach comes at breakfast and says, ‘Guys - the 
war has started. It’s unfortunate, but I would suggest you to stay put as a 
team. But if you choose to leave, it’s your decision.’ 

“How I feel right now, how I felt that time, everything from my body 
wanted to come out because war is starting. You have the Russian tanks 
from the east side, and you have the Belarus from the north...Where do 
you need to go? What are you going to do? You don’t know, and you 
start to think. People say we need to go to bomb shelters and everything. 
I cannot believe what is happening. It was a long journey and that’s how 
it started.” 

TSN: Was there ever a point where you feared for your own safety or 
your own life? 

Sherbatov: “You have to understand – there’s war happening right in our 
city. Guys 10 kilometres away called one of my teammates and he puts 
his phone out and you see the guns blazing. You fear for your life every 
second. For me…I don’t know what’s happening. It’s fear for your life 
every second. Every second, you think, ‘I’m surviving’ or ‘I’m dying.’ 

“You cannot sleep. It’s very hard to explain how I felt. It’s people hiding, 
putting mattresses, I’m trying to understand where I am and which 
situation I’m in. Everyone says we need to go to a bomb shelter. What 
happened is that we’re right in front of the train station in Druzhkivka, our 
hotel. And this was the only path to leave Donetsk Oblast. Two days 
later, me and one of the guys I played against, we went [to the train 
station]. We need to leave. We’re the only European Canadians. 

“We got a ticket to Lviv, to the border of Ukraine, but it’s right all the way 
west in Ukraine. You need to go through three cities where war is 
waging. By the time I’m waiting for my ticket, I’m calling the Canadian 
embassy. I’m asking, ‘Please [help] me. There’s war. People, civilians, 
are dying. I cannot go home to Mariupol down south because the 
Russians are coming, and it’s already bombed. I left absolutely 
everything. I had one backpack. I had my toothbrush. That’s it. Just a 
backpack that you have for one game. I call the Canadian embassy, no 
answer. I write them an email, they write back and automatic reply, ‘We 
will be with you shortly.’ A day later, they sent me a copy/paste email that 
they sent to everyone, ‘Go to a bomb shelter.’ 

“Believe me – if I would have listened and gone to a bomb shelter, I 
would, right now, be at a bomb shelter and on top of me would be 
Russian and Ukrainian tanks killing each other. So, I had to make a 
decision. I’m waiting for my train for two days. I’m not eating. I’m not 
sleeping because it’s impossible. You fear for your life every single time, 
every single second.  

“Our train that goes through Lviv is late because we received a call that 
the trains are getting shot as of now. So, the third guy that was supposed 
to come with us, he tells me, ‘I’m not going because I don’t want to die.’ 
It’s a 50-50 per cent chance [of survival]. That’s what they said. That’s a 
50-50 chance, [if] you go on the train, you [might] die. Tell me, what 
would you do? What decision would you take? 

“You stay, you go to a bomb shelter, and you hope that a person doesn’t 
put a grenade inside the bomb shelter or you don’t get [caved in] and you 
just die under the bomb shelter. Or you take the train and have a 50-50 
chance at survival. What decision you can take? I don’t know. I didn’t 
know at the time, so I called my dad. He’s the person that really calmed 
me down and I’m very grateful. So again, [I am] very disappointed in the 
Canadian government that aren’t helping their Canadian citizens to get 
out.  

“Right away, I received a call from the Israeli embassy with the Israeli 
volunteers that are waiting for us in Lviv. So, I made the decision that, 
because the train came late, my dad and I made the decision that if 
through God’s will the train comes, it’s because he wants you to get 
inside that train and go to Lviv. Why the trains are getting shot is because 
they are going through Kramatorsk, where there is war. The train goes 
through Kharkiv, where civilians are dying, and it goes through Kiev, 
where [the war] is in the centre of the city. We’re going through and 
imagine how I felt in that 24 hours. I called this train the Train Of Death 
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because every single second, you think you’re going to get shot because 
it’s army everywhere, you just don’t know which [army]. 

“So, by God’s will, we got to Lviv and me and my friend who’s Latvian, 
we went to the Latvian consulate. Thank you to the consulate. We then 
went to the Israeli consulate and met the Israeli volunteers, amazing 
people, amazing organization. After that, they got us on a bus with kids 
and elderly people. They made me responsible for that bus because 
nobody at the consulate was coming with us because they had to wait for 
others. They made me responsible for those 17 people and it was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life, to be responsible for 17 people 
when it’s a matter of life and death. 

“Let me tell you, when we got to Warsaw, Poland, walking for 10 hours. 
The beeping outside for hours and hours and getting stopped by people 
with guns and explaining that we are with the Israeli embassy. I had to be 
talking in Russian because then in Lviv, you can’t speak Russian. I had 
to explain [to the 17 people] that we were all sticking together. When we 
got to Warsaw, Poland, it was special. It was very special.” 

TSN: What was the feeling when you arrived in Canada, and you got to 
be back with your family? 

Sherbatov: “I spoke once to my wife at the beginning on the first day. I 
looked at her and I started to cry. You cannot tell her ‘I’m about to die.’ 
You cannot tell that to your wife. You cannot. You have to explain to her 
that everything is going to be okay. So, that was the only time I spoke to 
her, by FaceTime, before arriving in Poland. When I got home to my 
family, it’s emotions. It’s crying. I met my son for the first time, and I 
thought I would never see them. I thought I would never see my family. 
They were sleeping and my daughter was sleeping, and I just went to 
beside her. I hugged her and I just stayed there, just crying and stayed 
there.” 

TSN: Are you in touch with some of your teammates from Mariupol? Do 
you know how they’re doing right now? 

Sherbatov: “Yeah, as of now Mariupol has been taken by Russians. It’s 
war in front of their houses. They’re shooting buildings in Kharkiv, in Kiev, 
in Mariupol. I’ve been talking with everyone. It’s war.” 

TSN: You’re back in Canada now. What are your next steps, and have 
you thought about what your future looks like here? 

Sherbatov: “I don’t know, just to be with my family. I lost everything there, 
so just be here with my family. I mean, when you think you’re not going to 
come back, you’re never going to see your parents, the only thing you 
want to do now is be with your family the rest of your life.” 
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TSN.CA / CCM Hockey to stop using Ovechkin, Russian players in global 
marketing 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

CCM Hockey will stop using Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin and 
other Russian NHL players in any global marketing initiatives, the 
company said late Monday. 

CCM chief executive Marrouane Nabih said the equipment company 
made the decision following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last week. 

“We are very sad to witness, like the rest of the world, what is happening 
in Ukraine,” Nabih wrote in an email to TSN. “Although Mr. Ovechkin is 
not responsible for the Russian government’s actions, we took the 
decision to not use him (or any Russian player) on any global CCM 
communication at this point.” 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin and Capitals defenceman 
Dmitry Orlov. 

In 2017, three years after Russia annexed the Crimea region of Ukraine, 
Ovechkin campaigned for Russian president Vladimir Putin, starting a 
social movement called “Putin Team.” 

“Be a part of this team,” Ovechkin wrote in an Instagram post at the time. 
“To me it’s a privilege, it’s like the feeling of when you put on the jersey of 
the Russian team, knowing that the whole country is rooting for you.” 

In a press conference on Feb. 25, Ovechkin was asked whether he still 
supported Putin and whether he would condemn Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. 

“Like, I’m Russian, right?” Ovechkin said. “Sometimes some things I can’t 
control. You know, it’s not in my hands… Please, no more war. It doesn’t 
matter who is in the war, Russia, Ukraine, different countries... We have 
to live in peace and a great world.” 

Asked about his support of Putin, Ovechkin responded, "He's my 
president, but I'm not in politics. I'm an athlete." 

Ovechkin has been among CCM’s most visible pitchmen. The Montreal-
based company pays Ovechkin more than $500,000 per year plus a 
percentage of its sales within Russia, said an industry source who is 
familiar with the matter. 

CCM, which also has endorsement contracts with Connor McDavid and 
Auston Matthews, first began as an Ontario bicycle manufacturer in 
1899. As hockey began more popular, the company pivoted and began 
producing ice skates. 

It's unclear whether the Capitals will change their approach to marketing 
Ovechkin in their home market, one of the largest U.S. media markets. A 
team spokesman did not respond to a request for comment. 

Ovechkin used CCM products early in his NHL career and, after working 
as a spokesman for Bauer Hockey for years, returned to CCM in 2017 
when he signed a long-term deal with the company. 

Even if it stops featuring Ovechkin and other Russian players in ads, the 
industry source said it’s unlikely that CCM would try to end its contracts 
with those players. 

“You don’t want to end up in court with them suing you for breach of 
contract,” the source said. “Better to just pay them out, lie low, and see 
where the world goes over the next year.” 
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