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16 Stats: Carolina’s perfect PK, Josh Morrissey’s redemption, and no calls for Auston 
Matthews 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

The average NHL team has converted on 20.3 percent of 
their power-play opportunities this season, the highest rate 
since the 1989-90 season. There’s been a steady rise in 
power-play efficiency since the league hit an all-time low 
during the dead puck era, hovering between 15 and 16 
percent. 

Power plays leaguewide are better than ever, but the top 
special teams story of the season isn’t how prolific teams are 
as a whole — it’s what one specific team has done to buck 
the trend. The Carolina Hurricanes are looking to make 
history by becoming the first team in recorded hockey history 
to finish a season with a penalty kill efficiency above 90 
percent. 

There have been 1,154 team seasons since the NHL began 
tracking special teams efficiency in 1977-78 and no team has 
done it. Carolina, sitting at 89.9 percent, is looking to be the 
first. Four have come close, clicking above 89 percent, and 
there’s still room for the Hurricanes to regress, but what 
they’ve done so far has been incredibly impressive. 

It’s not just the goaltending either. Though their collective 
.904 save percentage ranks third in the league, it’s the 
skaters in front that have made life relatively easy for their 
netminders. The numbers are staggering, not just for their 
ranks (first across the board), but for the margin between 
Carolina and the next best team. 

GA/60: 3.37 (1st), +1.06 better 

xGA/60: 4.83 (1st), +0.62 better 

SA/60: 35.0 (1st), +9.6 better 

CA/60: 65.2 (1st), +10.0 better 

One goal better than the next best team? That’s the same as 
the difference between second and sixth. Ten shots better? 
That’s the difference between second and 14th. Carolina is 
operating on an entirely different wavelength here where it’s 
not just the results, but the underlying numbers that are also 
incredible. Carolina isn’t just atop those categories for this 
season, the Hurricanes also rank first in shots and Corsi 
against since 2007-08, finishing second to the 2012-13 Blues 
in expected goals against.  

This is a penalty-killing juggernaut, with the shot attempt 
numbers being especially astounding. The previous low for a 
season was 71.5, a full 6.3 worse than this year’s 
Hurricanes. It’s hard to score without getting pucks on net. 
Carolina has taken that concept to an extreme length, and 
it’s working wonders for the team. An average team scores 
7.2 goals-per-60 on the power play, over twice as many as 
Carolina has allowed this season. Over 320 minutes, that 

means the penalty kill has an impact of 20 goals over a 
regular team.  

And they’ve somehow only gotten better throughout the year. 
Tuesday night’s power-play goal (of course they allow one 
the day before this article drops) against was the team’s first 
in 10 games, second in 14, and sixth since December 9. 
That’s 29 games where their goals against per 60 is just 
2.22. That’s better than what 25 other teams have managed 
at five-on-five over the same time frame — including 
themselves, funny enough. 

Carolina’s penalty-killing dominance deserves a lot more 
hype than it’s currently getting. It’s not new either. The 
Hurricanes were the second-best team last year allowing 4.7 
goals against per 60 and 5.3 expected goals against per 60. 
With special teams being a bit more random than even-
strength play, the consistency there deserves a lot of kudos. 

Carolina’s elite penalty kill is a huge part of its current 
identity. What else would you expect from a team coached 
by Rod Brind’Amour though?  

16 Stats 

1. I keep track of all the teams I bet on and against over the 
course of the season, a good practice to spot model blind 
spots for teams I’m right and wrong about most. Carolina has 
been a very specific thorn in my side all season as the model 
would consistently fade the Hurricanes and consistently lose 
money in the process. Though the losses weren’t substantial 
thanks to some big underdog wins, the continuous 
underrating of the team with the league’s second-best record 
was certainly alarming. It made sense though considering 
the model’s biggest blind spot was Carolina’s biggest 
strength: penalty killing. 

Until now, there wasn’t much attention given to penalty killing 
via the model, attributing most of the effect to the goalies. It 
was a thought process that had the potential to end poorly 
for a team that was consistently strong at limiting chances 
and had an entirely new goaltending tandem going into the 
season. Carolina was, ahem, the perfect storm. 

This is where having skin in the game is incredibly important: 
it’s a lot easier to question what’s working and what isn’t with 
a model when it’s directly affecting your wallet. I didn’t pay 
much attention to penalty killing effects because I thought it 
was mostly random and the effect size would be small. That 
it was still the most accurate public model anyways sort of 
proves that. But Carolina has been an incredible exception to 
that rule, one worth paying much closer attention to. 

Naturally, the day after implementing the change and thus 
creating a smaller bet against the Hurricanes, the team 
finally loses. Incredible luck. 
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2. Unsurprisingly, the change in expected win percentage 
after adding better penalty-killing practices was pretty large 
for Carolina, but rather small elsewhere. The Hurricanes 
went up 27 percentage points, but only four other teams 
were above 10 in either direction and none were above 12. 
Here are the top and bottom five. 

3. This is all done at the player level, and no player 
benefitted more than Carolina’s best Defenceman Jaccob 
Slavin. Among defenders with over 50 minutes of 
shorthanded ice-time, his 4.49 expected goals against ranks 
third with his 2.07 goals against ranking second. Those are 
incredible numbers done over a long stretch of time. No 
other player has played more than his 174 minutes of 
shorthanded time, and that creates a sizeable penalty-killing 
impact. Based on this new adjustment, Slavin’s projected 
value went up by nearly half a win. Only 10 players were 
even above 0.2 wins added. 

That was enough to bump Slavin into the top 10 for GSVA 
this season and top 15 for projected GSVA among 
defenders. In the past, it has been often suggested that the 
model really underrates Slavin’s contributions to the 
Hurricanes — and his league-wide stature. That doesn’t look 
to be the case anymore. 

4. It’s extremely on-brand for the Leafs that the minute 
Frederik Andersen leaves he becomes a serious Vezina 
candidate. He showed glimpses of it in the past with Toronto, 
but those were often fleeting hot streaks that were soon met 
with a streak that was equally chilling. Not this year where 
Andersen has been a perfect picture of consistency, easily 
ranking second in goals saved above expected with 28.6, 
11.4 goals clear of the next best goalie. He’s also a full 30 
goals better than Jack Campbell, Toronto’s current starter 
who has fallen on tough times. That’s over the same volume 
of games. 

At one point in the season, the decision to move on from 
Andersen looked mutually beneficial as Campbell was 
excelling early in the season. The two were neck-and-neck 
on the goalie leaderboards until the new year where both 
were at roughly 15 goals saved above expected. From that 
point on, Campbell has looked like a shell of himself. Before 
January 2 Campbell had a .939 save percentage, saving 
14.9 goals above expected which ranked third in the league. 
Since, he has an .881 save percentage, allowing 16.7 goals 
above expected, which ranks dead last in the league. 

It’s been a tale of two seasons for him; he was never as 
good as that first stretch, but he also isn’t as bad as this 
current stretch either. I wonder how much of that has to do 
with the pressure of playing in Toronto. With how Andersen 
had previously crumbled under a similar microscope after his 
own hot stretches, only to solve that problem elsewhere, it’s 
a theory worthy of some consideration. Campbell relies on 
confidence and right now that seems to be at zero. Getting 
that back up is pivotal for the Leafs to make a serious 
postseason run. They won’t get by Tampa Bay or Florida 
without goaltending. 

5. On the topic of the Leafs and special teams, it’s pretty 
interesting that Auston Matthews, arguably the Hart Trophy 
frontrunner, has drawn six penalties all season. Over 1023 
minutes that’s good for 0.35 per 60 which ranks 361st among 

forwards that have played over 300 minutes. Some may 
argue that penalty-drawing is a separate skill, but it doesn’t 
add up that in his best season to date, he’s drawing less than 
half of his career average of 0.77 per 60. That would put him 
a lot closer to league average, though even that feels low 
given the degree of difficulty in stopping him.  

6. Matthews isn’t the only star player affected by a lack of 
calls. On average, the top 50 forward scorers in the league 
average 0.88 penalties drawn per 60 and there are four 
players in that lot who come in even lower than Matthews. 
Jason Robertson is at 0.31, Kyle Connor is at 0.21, Steven 
Stamkos is at 0.19 and Chris Kreider is somehow at just 
0.18. All four are much lower than usual. Kreider was closer 
to 0.5 over the past three seasons, Connor was twice as high 
at 0.42, and Stamkos’s looks especially inexplicable at 0.81 
over the prior three seasons. That’s three times less than 
usual. 

Two more that stick out: Alex Ovechkin drawing seven 
penalties all season (0.37 per 60) and Aleksander Barkov 
drawing six (0.44 per 60). Based on their prior three 
seasons, Ovechkin should be closer to 13 penalties drawn 
while Barkov should be closer to 14.  

It’s odd that these players are that low to begin with. It’s even 
stranger with the context of their past penalty-drawing ability. 
Something’s off there. 

7. Speaking of Ovechkin and the power play, I couldn’t help 
but notice that Washington ranks 28th on the power play this 
season with a 16.4 percent conversion rate. The Capitals 
haven’t been that low since their first two seasons. I wonder 
if Ovechkin is losing his fastball there as he’s scoring just 
1.89 goals-per-60 with the man advantage. That would be 
his lowest rate since 2010-11.  

We always wonder when teams will figure out that Ovechkin 
always scores from the exact same spot on the power play 
and it kind of feels like they finally have. Ovechkin’s eight 
power-play goals may rank 13th in the league, but he’s also 
played 53 more minutes than any other skater. Relative to 
ice-time, his goal-scoring prowess this year ranks 63rd 
among players with 100 or more power-play minutes. 

It’s possible the slump may have something to do with 
Ovechkin being overworked on the power play. This season 
he’s played in 95.5 percent of Washington’s available power 
play time, which would not only be a career-high but the 
highest for any player since 2007-08.  

8. The Devils are not even close to a playoff team this year, 
but that’s primarily due to injuries and goaltending. When 
fully healthy they’re incredibly intriguing, and that’s especially 
true when their four best players are all in the lineup: Jack 
Hughes, Nico Hischier, Jesper Bratt and Dougie Hamilton. Of 
the 54 games the Devils have played this season, that 
quartet has only suited up for 15 of them. That’s 28 percent.  

Hard to be competitive under those circumstances and for 
this team it’s a big deal. In the 15 games that all four have 
been available, the Devils’ record is 8-6-1, with a 54.5 
percent expected goals rate and 53.3 percent of the goals. In 
every other game, the team is 11-25-4, with a 48.7 percent 
expected goals rate and just 41 percent of the actual goals. 
That’s night and day and isn’t all on goaltending. Offensively, 
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the team goes from 2.46 expected goals per 60 to 2.87, and 
from 2.32 goals per 60 to 3.47. 

With a strong offseason, another year of growth, good 
health, strong prospects coming up and hopefully league 
average goaltending — next year could be the year of the 
Devils. 

9. Robertson was mentioned above as a guy not getting 
calls, but it’s also worth looking at him and his line through a 
similar lens as above in terms of team dependence. His trio 
with Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski have remained healthy all 
year, but it’s still wild to see just how much the Stars need 
that line on a nightly basis. 

I separated every Stars game into two categories: games 
where the top line controlled play and games where it didn’t. 
Of the 42 games the trio have played in together this season, 
the top line has controlled play in 64 percent of them. The 
team’s record in those games is 18-6-3. In the other 15 
games, it’s 8-7-0 — and an even worse 3-7-0 when one or 
more players from that unit are out of the lineup.  

That’s a wide chasm and while that would likely be true for 
any team, the difference is unlikely to be as large as it is here 
for Dallas. The top line is the team’s engine and there isn’t 
much happening outside of it. Dallas needs some serious 
depth upgrades. 

10. I’m always keen to point out when a player’s results have 
turned around, especially if it’s back towards where his 
reputation suggests he belongs. It means the skill is there, 
but for whatever reason something wasn’t clicking in his 
current context — something that needed to be fixed. Josh 
Morrissey looks fixed this year, leading the Jets defence with 
a 53 percent expected goals rate up from 43 percent last 
year, which ranked last. Relative to teammates, it’s the 
difference between Winnipeg being 0.41 expected goals per 
60 better with Morrissey on the ice compared to minus-0.41 
expected goals worse. A complete role reversal — one that 
was forecasted well by our very own Murat Ates. 

Morrissey’s usage hasn’t changed, but his play has 
according to data tracked by Corey Sznajder. Offensively, 
he’s passing more than shooting with three more shot assists 
per 60 this season. Defensively, he’s gone from being 
Winnipeg’s most porous blueliner at defending the zone, 
back towards being its best. Last season, the Jets allowed 
4.5 chances off the rush with Morrissey on the ice, who 
allowed a controlled entry 68 percent of the time. This 
season, that’s dropped to 4.0 chances and 58 percent of the 
time. Those may seem subtle, but relative to the rest of the 
team (which got much worse) it’s a substantial improvement.  

That’s not something a model can predict, and it’s where the 
marriage between scouting and analytics can be really 
transcendent. Ates’s analysis from training camp turned out 
to be spot on. 

One thing Dom’s model can’t know is that in 2018-19, Paul 
Maurice made the concerted decision for his defencemen to 
back away from the blue lines. The goal was to give up fewer 
odd-man rushes. The result was free zone time, but with 
Schmidt and Brenden Dillon added to the lineup, Maurice 
and all of his defencemen have confirmed a step up in 
aggression is coming whenever I’ve asked. 

I’ve seen this systemic change from Day 1 of training camp. 
We can lean on those observations to assume a major 
tactical change from the Jets — we will see more aggression 
at both blue lines, better puck support and less time spent in 
Winnipeg’s own zone this season. 

I can’t say to what degree that will boost Morrissey’s GSVA. 
Still, I am confident enough in the relationship between 
tactics and zone entries that I predict Morrissey’s entry 
prevention numbers will get much better this season. He still 
has the mind and mobility. 

It likely won’t matter for this season, Winnipeg looks more 
and more unlikely to make the playoffs every day. But it’s 
comforting to know that what the Jets had in Josh Morrissey 
a few seasons ago isn’t lost. 

11. St. Louis is playing much better hockey since the All-Star 
break, play that warrants dark horse status if it can be 
sustained. Leading the charge for that have been the team’s 
top two rearguards, Justin Faulk and Colton Parayko. 
Despite all the offensive firepower on the team, it’s actually 
those two leading the team in Game Score over the last 
month with Faulk at 1.90 and Parayko at 1.65. Among 
defenders, only Cale Makar has a better Game Score than 
Faulk over that stretch while Parayko is fourth. Impressive 
stuff, especially since the two men are on different pairings 
and their value mostly comes from their five-on-five play.  

Over the last month, the Blues have a 61 percent expected 
goals rate with Faulk on the ice and have outscored 
opponents 14-5. With Parayko on the ice, it’s 59 percent and 
13-2. That’ll do, and for Parayko it’s an especially welcome 
development. He was getting buried over the first half of the 
season which had some questioning his ability to be a true 
number one defender. I still think he needs some help (Jakob 
Chychrun feels like a perfect fit here), but it’s an encouraging 
sign that he’s been able to drive his pair on his own over the 
last little bit. It would be great to see it continue. 

12. At one point it looked likely that the Blues would have to 
fight hard just to earn third in the Central. A recent strong 
stretch by them and some cold streaks for both Minnesota 
and Nashville had other plans though — St. Louis now has 
the inside track for the second seed. Minnesota has lost 
seven of its last 10 games, while Nashville is on a 6-8-2 run 
since mid-January.  

More alarming than the team’s record is their play leading to 
it. Since the beginning of February, the Wild have a break-
even expected goals rate — good for 17th in the league. 
Nashville’s underlying numbers are even more troubling: a 
43 percent expected goals rate, which ranks 29th in the 
league over the time frame. The Predators’ hot start to the 
season was nice, but it’s looking pretty clear that they’ll be a 
playoff minnow. And while the Wild were looking like a real 
contender at one point, a tier below might be where they 
actually end up if they don’t clean their play up.  

A first-round date against St. Louis isn’t ideal either as the 
Blues have been a terrible matchup for Minnesota over the 
last two seasons. In nine games, the Wild are 2-5-2 with a 47 
percent expected goals rate against St. Louis. 

13. Canucks fans are a passionate bunch, I love them and 
their sometimes deluded takes regarding their team. Never 
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out of it, even when the odds look increasingly stacked 
against them. We love the optimism. 

The major complaint from them regarding their low playoff 
odds via my model is that the team’s time under Travis 
Green holds too much weight. They’re clearly a different 
breed under Bruce Boudreau and with a 17-8-4 record since, 
it’s hard to argue. Here’s what each player’s current 
projected Game Score is compared to what it is under 
Boudreau only. 

For a number of players, it’s a pretty big difference but on 
average there actually hasn’t been a massive change — 
probably because the major difference has been Thatcher 
Demko first and foremost. The projected group equates to an 
expected win percentage of 0.474 for Vancouver, or an 88-
point team. That’s part of the reason the model is skeptical of 
a run: the team only looks to be average at best. The “Bruce 
There It Is” version though, brings the team’s expected win 
percentage all the way up to… 0.480. Oop, not a huge 
difference after all, which suggests the model has done well 
to factor for Boudreau after all. 

14. What we’re really seeing is a franchise goalie carrying a 
modest roster, as Demko has saved 11.9 goals above 
expected since the hire in 23 games, good for sixth in the 
league. The model currently rates him to be… the seventh-
best goalie in the league. Again, not a big difference.  

Still, there is some difference between the projected seventh-
best impact and what Demko is actually doing. With a heavy 
dose of regression (much needed for goalies), Demko is 
expected to save 0.23 goals above average per game. 
Under Boudreau, he’s been twice as good at 0.52 goals 
saved. I don’t think that’s sustainable for any goalie, but for 

argument’s sake, if he keeps it up, Vancouver’s expected win 
percentage jumps to 0.532. A 97-point team. 

That’s probably more in line with what some fans believe this 
team to be, and while that doesn’t feel likely to me, I checked 
their playoff chances under those parameters anyways. Even 
with that overly optimistic view of the team, the “Bruce There 
It Is” coefficient only brings the team’s playoff chances up to 
18 percent, rather than its current eight percent. Better, but 
still a long shot. The awful start to the season has really 
made things difficult. 

15. It took a bit of time, but Elias Pettersson is really starting 
to heat up. Over his last nine games, he has five multi-point 
efforts to give him six goals and 14 points. He has a 59 
percent expected goals rate over that stretch too to give him 
an average Game Score of 1.48. That’s a lot closer to what 
many hoped of him before the season started. 

16. One of the reasons it’s been hard for the Canucks to gain 
real ground in the playoff race is due to the prolific rise of the 
Kings. A big reason for that is the team’s second line, 
anchored by Los Angeles’s two big offseason additions: 
Phillip Danault and Viktor Arvidsson. Trevor Moore on the 
other side has been a terrific surprise too. The trio has 
played 264 minutes together and has earned a 62 percent 
expected goals rate during that time, which ranks seventh 
among 37 forward lines to play over 200 minutes. They’ve 
outscored opponents 18-10 as a result.  

Danault was a bit of a risky add due to his price tag, but he’s 
been worth every penny in his first season as a King. He’s 
playing at a 2.1-win pace, looking like one of the league’s 
best second-line centers.
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NHL trade deadline: What to expect from all 32 teams 

By Ian Mendes and Sean Gentille 

Is the 2022 NHL trade deadline going to be “normal?” 

No. Not really. It’s still happening later than what we see in 
non-pandemic seasons — March 21 at 3 p.m. ET — and the 
flat salary cap remains a major wrinkle. 

Now, is that a bad thing? Probably another “no.” We’ve seen 
big names move already; Jack Eichel landed in Vegas back 
in November, and the Tyler Toffoli-to-Calgary deal signaled 
the start of deadline-focused moves. Other big names are on 
the market. In the East, the line between buyers and sellers 
is stark. In the West, not so much. 

That’s a recipe for an interesting day. It also requires some 
homework. What follows is a look at all 32 teams, their 
mindsets heading into the deadline, and the players they 
could target, whether they’re adding or subtracting. 

All deadline cap space numbers courtesy CapFriendly and 
as of March 1. 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $5.036 million 
Notable UFAs: Patrice Bergeron, Curtis Lazar, Anton Blidh 
Notable RFAs: Jake DeBrusk, Jack Ahcan 

The Bruins would still love to find a replacement for David 
Krejci as a No. 2 center, but they may not have the assets to 
swing a significant deal before the deadline. Over the past 
few trade deadlines, Don Sweeney has been reluctant to 
acquire players who are pure rentals, so if he continues with 
that strategy we shouldn’t expect Boston to go all-in for the 
likes of a Tomas Hertl — unless they think there is a good 
chance of re-signing him. And Boston’s situation at the 
center ice position could become fascinating this summer if 
Patrice Bergeron is not back next season. Things have been 
curiously quiet on the Jake DeBrusk front after the winger let 
it be known that he would prefer a change of scenery earlier 
this season. Perhaps there is a team now willing to make a 
push for DeBrusk since he’s been scoring at a torrid pace 
lately — including a hat trick against Los Angeles earlier this 
week. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $66.385 million 
Notable UFAs: Cody Eakin, Mark Jankowski, Johnny 
Boychuk, Colin Miller, Will Butcher, Mark Pysyk, Craig 
Anderson, Dustin Tokarski, Robert Hagg, Vinnie Hinostroza, 
Malcolm Subban, Drake Caggiula, John Hayden, Andrew 
Oglevie 
Notable RFAs: Victor Olofsson, Jacob Bryson 

What the Sabres lack in quality, they certainly make up for in 
quantity when it comes to potential trade pieces heading into 
this year’s trade deadline. None of their pending UFAs is 
likely to land a significant haul in return. A player like Cody 
Eakin might be a nice fit for a team looking for some bottom-
end depth and faceoff help. But two of their more valued 

assets — Vinnie Hinostroza and Colin Miller — have been 
sidelined with injuries that have kept them off the ice for 
several weeks. A team might look at Craig Anderson as a 
third goaltender for insurance purposes, considering he 
boasts a .929 save percentage in 48 career playoff games. 
But no matter how you slice this, it’s hard to envision the 
Sabres making a bold or splashy move in the weeks ahead 
with this current roster. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $55.488 million 
Notable UFAs: Vladislav Namestnikov, Thomas Greiss, Nick 
Leddy, Marc Staal, Troy Stecher, Danny DeKeyser, Sam 
Gagner, Carter Rowney, Riley Barber 
Notable RFAs: Filip Zadina, Mitchell Stephens 

Steve Yzerman sent seismic waves through the hockey 
world at last year’s trade deadline when he traded Anthony 
Mantha to Washington in exchange for Jakub Vrana, Richard 
Panik, a first-round pick and a second-round pick. The Red 
Wings general manager served notice that he wasn’t afraid 
to pull the trigger on a big trade — even if it involved one of 
his young core pieces who was under team control. So it 
makes you wonder if Yzerman would consider moving 
players like Filip Zadina, Filip Hronek or Tyler Bertuzzi at this 
year’s deadline if he could find the right fit. If Yzerman shies 
away from that approach, Detroit does hold a couple of key 
veteran defensemen in Nick Leddy and Marc Staal who 
could command interest from teams looking for experienced 
blueliners at the deadline. 

Florida Panthers 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $3.845 million 
Notable UFAs: Noel Acciari, Frank Vatrano, Joe Thornton, 
Markus Nutivaara, Mason Marchment, Maxim Mamin 
Notable RFAs: Eetu Luostarinen, Olli Juolevi, Lucas 
Carlsson, Jonas Johansson 

If the Panthers learned anything from their memorable first-
round playoff series with Tampa last season, it’s that defense 
wins championships. Florida surrendered 24 goals in their 
six-game loss to the Lightning and used three different 
starting netminders in the process. This time around, general 
manager Bill Zito will likely be looking to shore up his 
blueline, so expect the Panthers to be in the mix for all of the 
high-end defensemen on the block — including the likes of 
Mark Giordano, Chychrun, Hampus Lindholm and Chiarot. 
The Panthers have received steady goaltending from Sergei 
Bobrovsky this season, but prospect Spencer Knight has 
been shaky at best by sporting a sub-.900 save percentage 
this season. Perhaps Zito would be well served to land a 
veteran backup in case Bobrovsky falters, because the 
Panthers should be one of the most feared teams in the 
postseason if they can keep the puck out of their net. 

Ottawa Senators 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $55.149 million 
Notable UFAs: Nick Paul, Anton Forsberg, Zach Sanford, 
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Tyler Ennis, Chris Tierney, Josh Brown, Scott Sabourin 
Notable RFAs: Josh Norris, Erik Brannstrom, Alex 
Formenton, Adam Gaudette, Victor Mete, Dylan Gambrell 

The biggest dilemma for the Senators might involve 
goaltender Anton Forsberg, who has suddenly provided elite-
level goaltending for the club over the past two months. 
Ottawa’s crease has been so unstable over the past couple 
of seasons that trading away Forsberg — who is only 29 
years old — might be a risky move for Pierre Dorion. The 
Senators might be wise to hang onto Forsberg beyond the 
deadline and assess their goaltending picture in the summer. 
The belief is that Nick Paul can be re-signed to a contract 
extension, but if he isn’t, he would certainly be an attractive 
option for clubs looking for versatile depth forwards. Paul’s 
ability to play center and left wing, as well as kill penalties, 
could be valuable for a contender at playoff time. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $9.414 million 
Notable UFAs: Ben Chiarot, Chris Wideman, Brett Kulak, 
Cedric Paquette, Mathieu Perreault, Laurent Dauphin, Tyler 
Pitlick, Andrew Hammond 
Notable RFAs: Artturi Lehkonen, Alexander Romanov, Sam 
Montembeault, Kale Clague, Rem Pitlick, Michael Pezzetta 

New general manager Kent Hughes heads into his first trade 
deadline with a lot of excess cargo to unload as he tries to 
clean up after a disastrous stretch of hockey for the storied 
franchise. However, a lot of those expendable pieces — like 
Jeff Petry, Mike Hoffman and maybe even Brendan 
Gallagher — have term and dollar attached to their contracts 
that probably make summertime deals more realistic. 
Hughes quickly traded Tyler Toffoli to Calgary for a package 
that included a first-round pick and prospect Emil Heineman. 
In an ideal world, he can drive the price up on Chiarot and 
force someone in the market to cough up a first-round pick 
for the defenceman’s services. While they are certainly a 
team to watch around the trade deadline, the Canadiens 
might be a more interesting team around the 2022 NHL Draft 
in Montreal, where the home team could try and make a 
splashy move to reignite their fan base. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $0 
Notable UFAs: Ondrej Palat, Jan Rutta, Andrej Sustr, Brian 
Elliott 
Notable RFAs: Mathieu Joseph 

Julien BriseBois hasn’t been shy about making bold moves 
around the trade deadline to improve his club in the past. 
Two years ago, he gave up multiple first-round picks and 
prospect Nolan Foote in order to land Barclay Goodrow and 
Blake Coleman. Last season, he parted with another first-
round pick to acquire David Savard. Those moves paid off 
with Stanley Cup championships, but now Tampa has a 
weak prospect pool, very few draft picks in 2022 (no second, 
third or fourth-round selections) and virtually no cap space. 
Still, most fan bases would be ecstatic with this type of asset 
management, since it has led to consecutive Stanley Cups. 
They might make a minor move to add a depth forward, but 
it’s hard to pinpoint an area where the Lightning need 

significant help. Deadline day shopping for the Lightning is 
like trying to buy a gift for the person that already has 
everything they need. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $91,292 
Notable UFAs: Jack Campbell, Ilya Mikheyev, Jason Spezza, 
Kyle Clifford, Ilya Lyubushkin 
Notable RFAs: Rasmus Sandin, Ondrej Kase, Pierre Engvall, 
Timothy Liljegren 

Stop us if you’ve heard this one before: The Maple Leafs 
have major question marks heading into the playoffs. 
Goaltending has suddenly become a hot-button topic in 
Toronto, as Jack Campbell has sputtered lately, leading 
many to suggest the Leafs should be in the market for 
Fleury. Even before the goaltending woes, Leafs fans were 
debating whether or not to acquire another top-six forward — 
or get some help on the blue line. The injury to Jake Muzzin 
has opened up a spot — and possibly some cap space — for 
Kyle Dubas to improve his back end. In an ideal world, John 
Tavares and William Nylander elevate their games and 
bolster Toronto’s forward group internally — allowing Dubas 
to focus on helping the defensive side of his roster. But as 
most Leafs fans know, they don’t live in an ideal world. 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $1 million 
Notable UFAs: Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Derek 
Stepan, Ian Cole, Brendan Smith 
Notable RFAs: Tony DeAngelo, Martin Necas, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi 

The Hurricanes are one of the teams that are classified as a 
buyer by default, but think of them more as a “holder.” That’s 
true for two reasons: they’re really good, and they’re really 
close to the cap. Any move of consequence would be 
money-in/money-out, and when you’re one of the best teams 
in the league, doesn’t make a ton of sense. Though their 
prospect pool is strong, they sent out their 2023 first-round 
pick via the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet. Throw in the fact 
that GM Don Waddell has already said he’s not particularly 
interested in upsetting the apple cart, and his history of 
generally staying away from rentals, and you’ve got all the 
ingredients for a slow deadline day in Raleigh. Even if, in a 
perfect world, they’d be able to add an interesting bottom-six 
piece, this is a team with a real chance at a long run. The 
cap situation would likely force them to subtract a solid 
player from a solid lineup. No thanks. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $53.2 million 
Notable UFAs: Max Domi, Joonas Korpisalo, Dean Kukan, 
Brendan Gaunce 
Notable RFAs: Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic, Adam Boqvist 

The calendar changes, and the teams do too, but here we 
are again, talking about a potential Max Domi trade. He’s the 
Blue Jackets’ most interesting piece, though his reputation — 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 3, 2022 

 

and his $5.3 million AAV — outstrips his production. If 
nothing else, his profile is locked in; Domi is center- and 
wing-capable, ideally if you’re looking for some offensive 
punch on a third line. He’s also inconsistent and overpaid, 
with defensive issues. Joonas Korpisalo, assuming he’s 
healthy in time, could be an option for backup-goalie-starved 
teams — but he’s also had sub-.900 save percentages in 
four of his last five NHL seasons. Dean Kukan ($1.65 million 
AAV) is a sixth/seventh defenseman who can chip in 
offensively and block shots, if that’s your thing, but he’s 
largely unremarkable. A name to watch that popped up 
recently, via Frank Seravalli, is Alex Texier ($1.5 million 
AAV). He’s a versatile bottom-six option who’s already hit the 
10-goal mark for the first time in his career, but that came 
with an accompanying dip in defensive numbers. 

New Jersey Devils 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $37.7 million 
Notable UFAs: P.K. Subban, Jimmy Vesey 
Notable RFAs: Jesper Bratt, Pavel Zacha, Miles Wood 

The Devils are out of contention and have been for quite a 
while; this season, for a variety of reasons, has not gone 
according to plan. Thus, Tom Fitzgerald is spending another 
deadline as — ostensibly — a seller, but the reserve is thin, 
at least in terms of attractive rentals. P.K. Subban is a depth 
defenseman with brutal defensive numbers and a $9 million 
AAV. Is there a team willing to give Fitzgerald something — 
anything — in the hopes that Subban jumps in the wayback 
machine? Unlikely. What makes the Devils interesting, 
though, is the possibility that Fitzgerald sees a longer-term fit 
for a future-focused team. 

Andreas Johnsson ($3.4 million AAV) has one year left on 
his deal with a modified NTC that kicks in next season, and 
he’s in the middle of a solid offensive season. Tomas Tatar 
($4.5 AAV) has one year left. At 31 years old, he’s older than 
the Devils’ core. Pavel Zacha ($2.25 AAV) is a pending RFA 
on pace for about 20 goals. His name has been in the rumor 
mill for a while; makes sense, given that he was the sixth 
pick in 2015 and hasn’t made much of an impact in the NHL. 
He’s big and versatile, and he’s in the middle of his best NHL 
season. The question is whether Fitzgerald wants to 
potentially make a longer-term commitment to him or flip him 
for, in all likelihood, another change-of-scenery player. 

New York Islanders 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $14 million 
Notable UFAs: Zach Parise, Zdeno Chara, Andy Greene, Cal 
Clutterbuck 
Notable RFAs: Noah Dobson, Kiefer Bellows, Sebastian Aho 

The Islanders’ season went off the rails in a hurry. Is that 
because they finally landed trendy-Cup-finalist-pick status? 
Who can say? In any case, it’s time for them to sell off at 
least a few of their veterans. Cal Clutterbuck ($3.5 million 
AAV) is the kind of player almost-there teams love to add; 
the Avs, out to improve their bottom six, seem like they’d be 
interested. Throw a mid-round pick at Lou Lamoriello and 
see what happens. Zach Parise ($750,000 AAV) could be 
worth a look for a contender in need of a 15-goal capable 
third-line option. Zdeno Chara ($750,000 AAV) doesn’t have 

trade protection, and there will be teams interested in adding 
him for the stretch run as long as he’s wearing a uniform. 
He’s at the end, but he’s still got enough defensive juice in 
the tank to possibly still fill a hole on a third pairing. The 
same goes for Andy Greene. Josh Bailey might be one to 
watch here, too; he’s got two years left at $5 million AAV and 
would look good on most contending middle-sixes. The 
Islanders, if they want to make real changes in the 
offseason, are going to have to cut salary. Moving Bailey 
(and getting assets in return) would seem to make sense. 

New York Rangers 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $32 million 
Notable UFAs: Ryan Strome, Greg McKegg 
Notable RFAs: Alexandar Georgiev, Kaapo Kakko 

The Rangers are in a position to make big-boy moves at the 
deadline. They’ve won a whole bunch of games despite 
some glaring flaws, they have a ton of cap space, and they 
have a ton of movable assets. Also, they’re the Rangers. Get 
ready to see them linked with every big name on the market. 
Maybe they win the Ben Chiarot Sweepstakes; Montreal 
president Jeff Gorton is certainly familiar with the Rangers’ 
prospect pool. Maybe Josh Anderson goes along for the ride, 
since the Rangers need another forward because Igor 
Shesterkin and the power play can’t do it themselves. This 
also seems like a landing spot for Jake DeBrusk. The price 
tag for Jakob Chychrun remains stomach-churningly high, 
but the Rangers have the guys — and the space — to pull it 
off. Plus, Chychrun fits in nicely with the Rangers core. 
Alexandar Georgiev has been good enough to earn more 
starts … in a situation where the guy in front of him isn’t 
Shesterkin. Moving him could help GM Chris Drury recoup 
what’s lost in other moves. Also, we haven’t even mentioned 
the J.T. Miller-sized elephant in the room. If the Canucks 
decide to move him, the Rangers will be first in line to 
welcome him back to New York. Miller, at the moment, is the 
best player on the board. It’d be a fun fit, for plenty of 
reasons. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $5.7 million 
Notable UFAs: Claude Giroux, Rasmus Ristolainen, Justin 
Braun, Keith Yandle, Derick Brassard, Nate Thompson 
Notable RFAs: Zack MacEwen, Gerald Mayhew 

We’re going to start at the top. Claude Giroux is the biggest 
name on the board and a potential game-changer for 
whoever gets him … assuming it’s somebody. Giroux has yet 
to decide whether — and for whom — he’ll waive his no-
movement clause. He’s no longer the point-per-game first-
line center and power-play force. What he is, though, is a 
highly-effective option that’s capable of playing basically 
anywhere on a top two lines, particularly on a left wing. He’s 
become a different kind of play driver, sure, but he’s still very 
good. And he’s still very expensive. So, the move is for the 
Flyers to retain 50 percent of his $8.275 AAV to drive up the 
return. He’d be a lot of fun on a Western Conference team. 
Beyond him, though, the Flyers have an interesting group of 
rental defensemen. Rasmus Ristolainen ($5.4 AAV), divisive 
a player as he may be, has been fine this season. Justin 
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Braun ($1.8 million) is a third-pair guy with solid defensive 
impacts. Keith Yandle ($900,000) is a legendary teammate 
who still moves the needle offensively. Moving any and all of 
them is a no-brainer, regardless of how committed to a 
rebuild the front office may be. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $2.9 million 
Notable UFAs: Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang, Bryan Rust, Zach 
Aston-Reese, Evan Rodrigues, Casey DeSmith 
Notable RFAs: Kasperi Kapanen, Danton Heinen, Mark 
Friedman, Pierre-Olivier Joseph 

All season long, the assumption was that the Penguins — 
based on need and available cap space — would get 
themselves a backup goalie at the deadline and, likely, call it 
a day. Casey DeSmith has been better of late, though, with a 
.934 save percentage in his last five starts. Tristan Jarry is 
going to show up on Vezina ballots; how much more do you 
need behind him? The Penguins’ most glaring need at the 
moment? A middle-six winger. Possible a second-line 
winger. Jason Zucker and Teddy Blueger will be back soon 
enough, but Kasperi Kapanen’s total lack of productivity has 
left a very real hole next to Evgeni Malkin. Could moving out 
Kapanen ($3.2 million AAV) for, say, a pick clear cap to 
make a bigger addition? GM Ron Hextall should explore all 
avenues. There won’t be many more bites at the apple with 
Malkin, Letang and Sidney Crosby. On a more boring level, 
they could look at adding a spare defenseman, possibly with 
a right shot, although Mark Friedman is capable of playing 
both sides. 

Washington Capitals 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $3.9 million 
Notable UFAs: Justin Schultz, Michal Kempny 
Notable RFAs: Ilya Samsonov, Vitek Vanecek, Daniel 
Sprong, Joe Snively 

The Capitals need a goalie. That’s been true for quite a 
while. Ilya Samsonov is down to .901 on the season and 
minus-5.07 goals saves above expected in 32 appearances. 
Vitek Vanecek, in 25 appearances, is at .915 and 2.59 
GSAx. Neither should inspire any sort of confidence for a 
team that, like its rivals in Pittsburgh, is running out of shots. 
The problem for the Caps is a lack of actual starting options 
on the market. They’ve been linked to Marc-Andre Fleury for 
months, but there are several roadblocks to that deal getting 
done. Would a Braden Holtby reunion make sense? Would 
the Rangers move Georgiev in the division? Does someone 
like Korpisalo represent a real upgrade? No easy answers 
there. It might be easier for the Caps to upgrade their middle-
six — and they should since Nicklas Backstrom and Lars 
Eller are both having miserable seasons, in particular. They’d 
be a fun landing spot for J.T. Miller. High picks and a 
prospect like Hendrix Lapierre should be on the table, if 
that’s what it takes. 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $33.5 million 

Notable UFAs: Phil Kessel, Loui Eriksson, Antoine Roussel, 
Anton Stralman, Liam O’Brien, Riley Nash, Alex Galchenyuk, 
Travis Boyd 
Notable RFAs: Lawson Crouse, Karel Vejmelka, Christian 
Fischer, Barrett Hayton 

Yes, we’ve got them as sellers — but in their own way, the 
Coyotes remain one of the biggest buyers in hockey. If 
you’ve got a rough contract and a second-round pick, give 
the Arizona Bad Deal Emporium a call. They’ll be able to 
help. That willingness to weaponize their own cap space is 
always something to watch. We’ve already seen it once this 
season when they took Nick Ritchie off Toronto’s hands. 
They’re a facilitator, as always. Beyond that, though, they’ve 
got some bits to sell off themselves; Phil Kessel has been on 
the market for months, and it wouldn’t take much — in return 
or cap space, thanks again to the Maple Leafs — to bring 
him in. He can still score in a middle-six and help on a power 
play. Travis Boyd ($800,000 AAV) is also having a sneaky-
decent season, providing about $3 million in value on a cut-
rate deal (via Dom Luszczyszyn’s model). The same can be 
said for Lawson Crouse, who’s still gigantic and now scoring 
at a 20-goal pace. Do the Coyotes stink? Of course. But 
they’ll be interesting on March 21. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $7.4 million 
Notable UFAs: Marc-Andre Fleury, Kevin Lankinen, Calvin 
de Haan, Erik Gustafsson 
Notable RFAs: Dylan Strome, Kirby Dach, Dominik Kubalik, 
Caleb Jones, Philipp Kurashev 

We’ll cut to the chase on Marc-Andre Fleury; he might have 
peaked in November (.935 save percentage in nine starts) 
but still is at .914 for the season. His goals saved above 
expected (minus-4.85) puts him in Jake Allen/Ilya Samsonov 
territory, which is something of a concern but … it’s Marc-
André Fleury. He won the Vezina last season. Teams need 
goalies. Don’t overthink it. The Oilers, Caps and Golden 
Knights are going to be attached to him for the rest of the 
month. If he wants to move, he should. Dylan Strome ($3.0 
million AAV) has been on the block for what feels like years, 
and he’s not a perfect player — he needs to be in a top-six to 
have any real value — but he’d certainly be worth a long look 
for a team with a hole in that spot. Chicago could do worse 
than extending him, too, but that’s another conversation. De 
Haan ($4.55 million AAV) is an overpaid third-pair guy. 
Someone like Brandon Hagel ($1.5 million, two more years) 
has put up 17 goals and nearly $6 million worth of value on a 
team-friendly deal. Like Strome, he’d be a good addition for a 
contender. Like Strome, he’s young enough to be part of the 
next decent Blackhawks team. Kubalik ($3.7 million AAV) is 
still searching for the 30-goal form we saw from him as a 
rookie, but he’s still intriguing. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $3.9 million 
Notable UFAs: Nazem Kadri, Darcy Kuemper, Valeri 
Nichushkin, Andre Burakovsky, Ryan Murray, Pavel 
Francouz, Jack Johnson, Kurtis MacDermid, Darren Helm 
Notable RFAs: Nicolas Aubé-Kubel 
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The Avs seem like they’re going to be in the market for a 
bottom-six option, though coach Jared Bednar gassed up 
J.T. Compher in that role last week. Compher has played 
better of late; he’s also the easiest player to move off this 
roster as a means of freeing up space. He’s at the center of 
the Claude Giroux-to-Colorado rumors for a reason; the Avs 
aren’t going to be able to make a splashy move without help. 
We’ve said it about other teams, but the idea of just letting 
this roster cook has some merit. On the other hand, it’s fun to 
watch teams go all in. The UFA list is right there; this team is 
going to look fundamentally different next season. Why not 
load up for a run … maybe even all the way out of the 
second round. If it’s not someone like Giroux, it’ll be your 
classic “gritty bottom-six veteran” on his way in. We 
mentioned the Avs when we talked about Cal Clutterbuck for 
a reason. 

Dallas Stars 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $1.7 million 
Notable UFAs: Joe Pavelski, John Klingberg, Braden Holtby, 
Alexander Radulov, Michael Raffl, Luke Glendening 
Notable RFAs: Jake Oettinger, Riley Tufte 

The Stars are one of the most interesting teams of the 
season, partially because their on-ice performance has been 
all over the place. That’s what happens when you lack 
quality depth. Any GM would dive off a balcony to acquire 
Joe Pavelski, but there’s reason to think he’s staying put, 
and the appetite for a true rebuild in Dallas is minimal. That 
doesn’t mean, though, that they shouldn’t move John 
Klingberg ($4.3 million AAV), who still profiles as an in-
demand player. Everyone always needs a right shot that’s 
capable of a 50-point season. With no real reason to think 
he’ll re-sign, the move seems to be a) retain as much of his 
salary as you can, and b) send him to the highest bidder. 
Holtby ($2.0 million AAV) is a consolation prize for whoever 
— Edmonton, Washington, Vegas, maybe Toronto — loses 
out on Fleury. Jim Nill should’ve already called Ken Holland 
about Luke Glendening. That’s too obvious not to happen. 

Minnesota Wild 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $10.6 million 
Notable UFAs: Alex Goligoski, Jordie Benn, Nick Bjugstad 
Notable RFAs: Kevin Fiala, Nico Sturm, Kaapo Kähkönen 

The Wild have hit a rough patch — and they should consider 
either turning more of the net over to Kaapo Kähkönen, who 
has outplayed Cam Talbot this season, or trying for an 
upgrade in that spot. The challenge for Bill Guerin, in all 
likelihood, will be to not overreact to the last couple of weeks. 
Moving out a prospect and a top pick for a player like Giroux 
might not be in the cards at the moment — but they, like the 
Avs, seem primed to go after a hard-ass veteran, if only for 
the intangibles of it all. They’re an interesting case. 

Nashville Predators 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $52.5 million 
Notable UFAs: Filip Forsberg, Nick Cousins 
Notable RFAs: Luke Kunin 

Filip Forsberg was a late entry into the rumor mill; brutal 
losing skids will have that effect. Forsberg ($6 million AAV) 
started the week with 27 goals. GM David Poile said 
Tuesday that he doesn’t want to trade Forsberg — he wants 
to sign him. If he doesn’t, though, and if the Preds’ tumble 
continues, look out; he’d join Giroux and Miller as the 
shiniest objects in the case. Rangers fans would be foaming 
at the mouth. It’ll be fascinating to watch what happens with 
Forsberg; if Poile knows he can’t sign his best forward ahead 
of the deadline, how much does it make sense to hold on to 
other productive, expensive veterans? Not saying, just 
saying. 

St. Louis Blues 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $175,000 
Notable UFAs: David Perron, Ville Husso, Tyler Bozak 
Notable RFAs: Klim Kostin, Niko Mikkola, Jake Walman 

All the Blues do is rack up points. Odds are they’ll have to 
keep doing it as constituted because they have essentially 
no money to spend. It’d take a fundamental change to the 
lineup to bring anybody else in, and that doesn’t feel like it 
makes much sense. For example — if they trade Vladimir 
Tarasenko to clear up space, they’d then have to replace 
Vladimir Tarasenko. The only reason they’re listed as buyers 
is that they’re definitely not sellers. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $3.9 million 
Notable UFAs: Andrew Copp, Paul Stastny, Nathan Beaulieu 
Notable RFAs: Pierre-Luc Dubois, Eric Comrie 

Andrew Copp ($3.64 million AAV) and Paul Stastny ($3.75 
million) are going to net the Jets something nice, should they 
decide — and yes, they should — that the season is lost. 
Copp probably can’t drive the bus on a line, but that’s fine; 
put him with a couple of decent players in the middle-six and 
watch him cook. Stastny would work in the gritty veteran role, 
but his game is still in decent shape across the board. The 
return — this is the Jets we’re talking about, after all — will 
likely be some younger win-now players with more team 
control. Trying to spin Copp or Stastny to the Panthers for, 
say, Owen Tippett would make sense. The same goes for 
the Bruins with Jake DeBrusk. It’d also be worth calling Kevin 
Cheveldayoff to see how interested he is in moving a 
defenseman like Nate Schmidt or Brenden Dillon. The for 
sale sign should be up. 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $54.395 million 
Notable UFAs: Rickard Rakell, Ryan Getzlaf, Hampus 
Lindholm, Josh Manson, Sam Carrick, Nicolas Deslauriers, 
Buddy Robinson 
Notable RFAs: Sonny Milano, Simon Benoit, Brendan Guhle, 
Sam Steel, Isac Lundestrom, Jacob Larsson 

We’re labeling the Ducks as a seller, despite the fact they 
are in the thick of the Western Conference playoff race. 
Anaheim is in this peculiar spot thanks largely to performing 
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better than most of us expected this season. But the 
unexpected success hasn’t changed the vision for new 
general manager Pat Verbeek. His top priority is to deal with 
pending UFAs Rickard Rakell, Hampus Lindholm and Josh 
Manson. If he can’t get them locked into contract extensions, 
it’s pretty much a guarantee they’ll be shipped off to 
contenders. Don’t expect Anaheim to hang onto these 
veterans as “own rentals” in an attempt to push for a wild-
card playoff spot this season. The Ducks’ true window to 
compete is still probably two years away, so the club will 
simply welcome a bonus playoff berth this season as a dress 
rehearsal for the likes of Trevor Zegras, Troy Terry and 
Jamie Drysdale. 

Calgary Flames 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $174,150 
Notable UFAs: Johnny Gaudreau, Nikita Zadorov, Erik 
Gudbranson, Michael Stone, Brett Ritchie, Trevor Lewis, 
Brad Richardson 
Notable RFAs: Matthew Tkachuk, Andrew Mangiapane, 
Oliver Kylington, Adam Ruzicka, Tyler Parsons 

Brad Treliving already concluded one tidy piece of business 
by acquiring Tyler Toffoli from the Canadiens. But the 
Flames general manager certainly won’t stop there, as 
Calgary has suddenly emerged as a legitimate Stanley Cup 
contender this season. Given the unknown futures for 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, the Flames might 
be well served to have an “all-in” mentality heading into this 
year’s deadline. They don’t have a ton of cap space 
flexibility, so it will take a great deal of creativity for them to 
try and bring in some more help before the deadline. Calgary 
could use another depth forward — maybe of the Andrew 
Copp or Nick Paul ilk — as well as another blueliner. The 
dream scenario would see Mark Giordano returning to 
Calgary, but he’ll still have more than $1.2 million remaining 
on his $6.75 million cap hit around the trade deadline — so it 
will be a challenge to bring him into the fold without moving 
out another significant piece. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $2.937 million 
Notable UFAs: Evander Kane, Mikko Koskinen, Kyle Turris, 
Kris Russell, Josh Archibald, Brad Malone 
Notable RFAs: Jesse Puljujarvi, Kailer Yamamoto, Ryan 
McLeod, Brendon Perlini, Tyler Benson, William Lagesson, 
Markus Niemelainen 

The Oilers front office has already made some bold in-
season moves to try and jumpstart their hockey club. They 
rolled the dice by signing free agent Evander Kane at the 
end of January. Then a couple of weeks after that, they fired 
coach Dave Tippett and replaced him with Jay Woodcroft. 
But if Ken Holland wants to ensure his team is playing playoff 
hockey this spring, he would be well advised to listen to 
those screaming that he needs an upgrade at the goaltender 
position. Edmonton has received sub-.900 save percentage 
goaltending this season from the trifecta of Mikko Koskinen, 
Mike Smith and Stuart Skinner. They won’t have a ton of cap 
room to play with at the deadline, but it would seem 

unconscionable if Holland somehow failed to address his 
goaltending in some fashion in the weeks ahead. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $7.893 million 
Notable UFAs: Dustin Brown, Andreas Athanasiou, Olli 
Maatta, Alex Edler 
Notable RFAs: Adrian Kempe, Sean Durzi, Michael 
Anderson, Lias Andersson, Brendan Lemieux, Blake Lizotte, 
Carl Grundstrom 

It feels like the Kings are into the next phase of their rebuild, 
which means they won’t be a seller at the trade deadline like 
they were last year when they sent Jeff Carter to Pittsburgh. 
That means we shouldn’t expect to see pending UFA Dustin 
Brown moved to another team. Los Angeles is in the playoff 
hunt, but like their nearby rivals from Anaheim, this doesn’t 
feel like their window to make a big push. Instead, the Kings 
are likely to try and pursue a hockey deal for a younger 
player who fits into their model — so they might be 
aggressive players in the Jakob Chychrun sweepstakes. 

San Jose Sharks 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $22.740 million 
Notable UFAs: Tomas Hertl, Andrew Cogliano, Alex 
Barabanov, Ryan Dzingel, Jaycob Megna 
Notable RFAs: Mario Ferraro, Jake Middleton, Nicolas 
Meloche, Nikolai Knyzhov, Jonathan Dahlen, Jonah 
Gadjovich, Noah Gregor, Zach Sawchenko 

The Sharks could be one of the most fascinating teams to 
watch if Tomas Hertl actually finds himself on the trade 
block. It still feels like the best option is for them to re-sign 
the 28-year-old center, but if they can’t hammer out a deal in 
the next couple of weeks, Hertl might be the most sought-
after asset at the deadline. If the Sharks opt to move Hertl, 
perhaps it will be a window into their philosophy this summer 
— where they may opt to take a more aggressive approach 
in trying to rebuild with a younger roster. Alexander 
Barabanov might be a sneaky good option for teams looking 
to add a little forward depth — while only adding a $1 million 
cap hit to their roster. 

Seattle Kraken 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $34.3 million 
Notable UFAs: Mark Giordano, Calle Jarnkrok, Marcus 
Johansson, Riley Sheahan, Austin Czarnik, Colin Blackwell 
Notable RFAs: Jared McCann, Haydn Fleury, Mason 
Appleton, Jeremy Lauzon, Morgan Geekie, Ryan Donato, 
Kole Lind, Karson Kuhlman 

Unlike the Golden Knights, the Kraken won’t be dealing with 
a surprising playoff run in their inaugural campaign. Instead, 
Seattle will be a clear seller at the deadline, with Mark 
Giordano being the most attractive piece they have to offer. 
General manager Ron Francis is probably banking on at 
least getting a first-round pick for Giordano, but there may 
have to be some salary retention for that to happen. Francis 
will also have to figure out if players like Joonas Donskoi, 
Ryan Donato and Jared McCann are part of their core 
moving forward before they all potentially become UFAs in 
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the summer of 2023. If those players aren’t in the Kraken’s 
plans, then maybe Francis can find a trading partner who is 
looking for players with another year of team control on their 
contracts. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Status: Seller 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $2.40 million 
Notable UFAs: Tyler Motte, Jaroslav Halak, Brandon Sutter, 
Alex Chiasson, Brad Hunt, Madison Bowey 
Notable RFAs: Brock Boeser, Matthew Highmore, Juho 
Lammikko 

Jim Rutherford has always been known for being aggressive 
in the general manager’s chair, but this situation in 
Vancouver is different from what he’s experienced with his 
Stanley Cup-caliber teams in the past. The Canucks are at 
an interesting crossroads and the most talked-about trade 
pieces — J.T. Miller, Brock Boeser and Conor Garland — 
are still under team control beyond this season. In theory, 
that means the trade deadline isn’t a true pressure point for 
Rutherford to do something with these players. But he could 
potentially land a king’s ransom for Miller, who is a versatile 
and productive forward who carries a very reasonable $5.25 
million cap hit. A contending team could look at Miller and 
see the value in getting two playoff runs out of the forward 
before he hits the free-agent market in the summer of 2023. 

The Canucks could set themselves up for some long-term 
success if they move a player like Miller, creating salary-cap 
room and landing a prized prospect and a first-round pick in 
the process. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Status: Buyer 
Projected Deadline Cap Space: $5.156 million 
Notable UFAs: Reilly Smith, Mattias Janmark, Ben Hutton, 
Jake Bischoff 
Notable RFAs: Nicolas Hague, Nicolas Roy, Jonas 
Rondbjerg, Keegan Kolesar 

The Golden Knights have been the most aggressive team 
over the past four seasons, adding the likes of Max 
Pacioretty, Mark Stone and Jack Eichel with bold trades. But 
they’ve exceeded the salary cap’s upper limit and are only 
cap compliant right now due to long-term injuries to Stone 
and Alec Martinez. If there is one area the Golden Knights 
would probably like to address, it’s their goaltending. Robin 
Lehner has battled a shoulder injury this season, which might 
explain his pedestrian statistics (.907 save percentage, 2.86 
GAA) in the Golden Knights crease. Vegas has once again 
pushed all of its chips into the middle of the table, but in 
doing so, they’ve left themselves no financial wiggle room to 
do anything else of significance — unless they can make the 
dollars match with a trading partner.
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Preview: Canes at Capitals 

Teravainen puts nine-game point streak on the line as 
Carolina meets Washington on national television 

By Walt Ruff 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Teuvo Teravainen will look to move 
his point streak to ten games tonight as the Carolina 
Hurricanes take on the Washington Capitals. 

When: Thursday, March 3, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 37-11-5 (79 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Loss to the Detroit Red 
Wings on Tuesday, March 1. 

Capitals Record: 28-18-9 (65 Points, 4th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Capitals Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Monday, February 28. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

November 28: Washington scores a go-ahead power play 
goal with 2:55 to go in regulation, en route to taking a 4-2 
victory. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: Despite a third period go-ahead goal by 
Jordan Staal with just 3:48 remaining, Dylan Larkin had a 
response for Detroit just 35 seconds later, forcing overtime. 
Although Lucas Raymond scored on the power play with just 
eight seconds to go in the extra frame, Antti Raanta was 
remarkable for Carolina all evening long. The Finnish 

netminder made 37 stops, his most in any outing since 
joining the team. 

Ten For Turbo: Teuvo Teravainen moved his current point 
streak to nine games in the contest against the Red Wings, 
now recording 12 points since February 10 in Boston. It is 
the longest point streak by any Hurricane this season. 

At Home On The Road: Carolina enters tonight's contest 18-
7-3 on the road. The 18 wins away from home are tied with 
Pittsburgh for the most by any team in the NHL. 

Trouble In The Capital: Washington enters tonight having 
lost three in a row and six in a row at home. Columbus is 
now just eight points behind them for the fourth spot in the 
Metropolitan Division, and also has a game in hand. 

100 For Quickie: Jesper Fast is set to play in his 100th game 
as a member of the organization tonight. Signed to a three-
year contract in October of 2020, the right-handed winger 
also enters tonight with points in four of his last five games. 

Down The Middle: Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck both 
enter this evening with more than a point-per-game in their 
careers against Washington. #20 has 18 points in 17 
meetings and "Tro" enters with 17 points in 15 contests. 

Good On The Front Nine: The Canes begin a back-to-back 
tonight, with a matchup against the Penguins on Friday 
looming. Through eight sets of two games in two nights, 
Carolina is 6-1-1 thus far this season in the opening affair. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestone Watch:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their white 
sweaters tonight.
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Super 16: Avalanche unanimous No. 1; Bruins enter top 10 

Maple Leafs, Kings rise in rankings; Rangers, Capitals fall 

By Dan Rosen 

The Colorado Avalanche, the first team to reach 40 wins this 
season, are No. 1 in the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings 
for a sixth consecutive week. 

All 14 participating staff members ranked the Avalanche No. 
1. The Tampa Bay Lightning are No. 2, up two spots from 
last week. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, Florida Panthers and Calgary 
Flames round out the top five. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each. 

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, which gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (40-10-4) 

Total points: 224 

Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche got to 40 wins in 54 games, tied for second 
fewest in NHL history with the Detroit Red Wings, who did it 
in 1995-96 and 2007-08; the Washington Capitals did so in 
53 games in 2015-16. Colorado has won four straight 
games. 

2. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (35-11-6) 

Total points: 203 

Last week: No. 4 

The Lightning have won five straight games, are 8-1-1 in 
their past 10 and 12-2-1 in their past 15. Steven Stamkos 
has scored in five straight games (six goals), and Brayden 
Point has a seven-game point streak (11 points; five goals, 
six assists). 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (37-11-5) 

Total points: 200 

Last week: No. 3 

Teuvo Teravainen has a nine-game point streak (12 points; 
four goals, eight assists), and Sebastian Aho has a seven-

game streak (eight points; three goals, five assists). Aho 
leads the Hurricanes with 56 points (24 goals, 32 assists) in 
50 games, and Teravainen is third with 44 (15 goals, 29 
assists) in 48 games. Andrei Svechnikov is second with 50 
(22 goals, 28 assists). 

4. FLORIDA PANTHERS (35-13-5) 

Total points: 176 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers have lost three in a row in regulation for the 
second time this season and the first time the three games 
were at home, outscored 16-10 by the Nashville Predators, 
Columbus Blue Jackets and Edmonton Oilers. Florida also 
lost three in a row in regulation from Dec. 12-16, when it was 
outscored 15-5 by the Avalanche, Ottawa Senators and Los 
Angeles Kings. 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (32-14-6) 

Total points: 153 

Last week: No. 5 

Since losing four in a row from Jan. 4-13, the Flames are 15-
3-0, winning eight games by four goals or more, with a plus-
39 goal differential (77-38), averaging 4.28 goals for per 
game, 2.11 goals against, 37.3 shots on goal and 27.2 shots 
against. 

6. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (35-15-4) 

Total points: 149 

Last week: No. 8 

Rookie forward Michael Bunting has scored 23 points (12 
goals, 11 assists) in 22 games since Jan. 8. The Maple Leafs 
have not scored a power-play goal in seven straight games 
(0-for-13). 

7. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (33-14-8) 

Total points: 146 

Last week: No. 7 

The Penguins are 29.2 percent on the power play (19-for-65) 
in the 19 games that center Evgeni Malkin has played. 
Malkin has scored six power-play goals with six assists. 
Pittsburgh was 17.5 percent on the power play (18-for-103) 
in 36 games without Malkin. 

8. ST. LOUIS BLUES (32-15-6) 

Total points: 136 
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Last week: No. 10 

The Blues won four in a row and had a seven-game point 
streak before losing to the New York Rangers 5-3 on 
Wednesday. 

9. NEW YORK RANGERS (34-15-5) 

Total points: 117 

Last week: No. 6 

The Rangers have a plus-24 goal differential in the third 
period (67-43), third in the NHL behind the Avalanche (plus-
29, 82-53) and Hurricanes (plus-28, 66-38). 

10. BOSTON BRUINS (32-18-4) 

Total points: 92 

Last week: No. 13 

David Pastrnak has a six-game point streak (nine points; five 
goals, four assists). Pastrnak leads the Bruins with 29 goals 
and is tied with Brad Marchand for their lead with 54 points. 
Boston won five straight before losing 4-3 to the Anaheim 
Ducks on Tuesday. 

11. MINNESOTA WILD (31-17-3) 

Total points: 88 

Last week: No. 9 

The Wild have lost four games in a row, including the past 
two against the Flames by a combined 12-4. Minnesota 
plays four of its next six on the road before returning home 
for nine straight, where it will play 17 of its last 25 games. 
The Wild are 16-5-1 at home. 

12. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (30-20-4) 

Total points: 58 

Last week: No. 11 

A 3-1 win against the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday was the 
Golden Knights' second in seven games since Feb. 9. Vegas 
is 2-4-1 and averaging 1.86 goals per game while scoring at 
6.7 percent on the power play in those games. The power 
play is 6.5 percent in 13 games since Jan. 24 (2-for-31 with 
one shorthanded goal against). 

13. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (30-19-4) 

Total points: 50 

Last week: No. 14 

Tanner Jeannot scored four goals in four games before 
playing the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday. The forward was 
second among rookies with 18 goals and tied for sixth in 
rookie scoring with 32 points (18 goals, 14 assists) in 53 
games. 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (29-19-7) 

Total points: 48 

Last week: No. 16 

The Kings are 18-6-3 against the Eastern Conference, and 
their next three games are against Eastern teams (Columbus 

Blue Jackets, Buffalo Sabres, Bruins). After that, Los 
Angeles plays 22 of its final 24 games against the Western 
Conference. 

15. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (28-18-9) 

Total points: 41 

Last week: No. 12 

The Capitals have lost three in a row, outscored 11-5, and 
six straight at home since Jan. 24.  

16. EDMONTON OILERS (30-21-3) 

Total points: 13 

Last week: No. 15 

The Oilers are 12-5-1 in 18 games since Jan. 22 and their 
.694 points percentage is eighth in the NHL in that time. 

Others receiving points: Dallas Stars 8, Columbus Blue 
Jackets 1, Anaheim Ducks 1 

Dropped out: None 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. St. 
Louis Blues; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. St. 
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Louis Blues; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. New York Rangers; 
11. Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Boston 
Bruins; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. St. Louis Blues; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Calgary Flames; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston Bruins; 
12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Anaheim Ducks 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Los 
Angeles Kings; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Columbus 
Blue Jackets 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. St. 
Louis Blues; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. St. Louis Blues; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Washington Capitals 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers
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Andersen Thriving in Carolina, But the Biggest Challenge is Still to Come 

In Carolina, Andersen looks as confident as he ever has. But 
the big test for him will come in the playoffs, something he 
has struggled with throughout his career. 

By Adam Proteau 

First thing’s first: in his first year as a Carolina Hurricane, 
goalie Frederik Andersen has been marvelous.  

He is tied with Tampa Bay Lightning star Andrei Vasilevskiy 
for wins, with 29 victories in 38 games. His save percentage 
(.930) is second only to New York Rangers star Igor 
Shesterkin (.941) among No.1 netminders. His goals-against 
average of 2.03 is also second only to Shesterkin (1.95). 
He’s got three shutouts. By any metric, Andersen has been a 
smash hit with the ‘Canes.  

However, let’s not pretend Andersen was especially coveted 
in the off-season, before he signed a two-year, $9-million 
contract with Carolina. Indeed, he had to take a slight pay cut 
from the five-year, $5-million-per season deal he signed with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs in 2016. He wasn’t the main reason 
the Leafs failed to make it out of the first round of the 
playoffs, but he also wasn’t stealing games for Toronto, the 
way many first-rate goalies do.  

And, slowly but surely, he lost the confidence of Leafs GM 
Kyle Dubas and head coach Sheldon Keefe. As soon as 
Jack Campbell came on the scene and played well, it was 
but a matter of time before the Buds cut ties with Andersen. 

Really, can you fault them? Granted, Andersen was playing 
for a Leafs team that doesn’t have the skilled, deep group of 
blueliners the Hurricanes have. But he still struggled in his 
final season as a Leaf, posting a 2.98 G.A.A. and an .895 SP 
in 24 games. With Campbell’s relatively meager $1.65 million 
salary and the Leafs up tight against the salary cap ceiling, 
there was no way Toronto was going to spend anywhere 
near the $5 million Andersen earned last season.  

Instead, Dubas signed unrestricted free agent Petr Mrazek to 
a three-year, $11.4-million contract. The Leafs may come to 
regret the term of that contract, but there was simply no way 

they were going to bring back Andersen. It was time for both 
parties to move on, and that’s what happened. 

Now, Andersen is in a market where the pressure for positive 
results is nowhere close to what it is in Toronto. This is not to 
say there aren’t significant expectations in Carolina. The 
Hurricanes’ owner, Tom Dundon, is one of the NHL’s most 
openly passionate movers and shakers, and he wants a 
second Stanley Cup for the franchise as soon as possible.  

But the sheer number of media members in Leafs Land, and 
the intensity of hockey fans in Toronto make life as a Leaf a 
totally different experience. Some players thrive under it, and 
some players prefer to play elsewhere. By the end of last 
season, it was clear Andersen needed a new start with a 
different organization. 

That’s what Andersen has been given by the Hurricanes, and 
this season, he has played like he intends to stick around 
after his contract expires at the end of next year. At age 32, 
he has to know his window to win it all is not going to be 
open for a long time. And clearly, the Canes believe in him in 
a way the Leafs no longer did. That extra psychological 
motivation can only help him and his team. 

Before he lost his job to Campbell last season, Andersen had 
put up solid numbers in the playoffs for Toronto. In five 
games of the 2020 post-season, he posted a 1.84 G.A.A. 
and a .936 SP. But ultimately, he could not lead the Leafs to 
a first-round win, and Dubas couldn’t keep going back to him 
to see if he could improve. There had to be a change, and 
Andersen knew it. 

In Carolina, Andersen looks as confident as he ever has. But 
the big test for him will come in the playoffs, where the 
Hurricanes almost certainly have home-ice advantage, and 
be one of the odds-on favorites to make a deep playoff run. If 
he lets in a soft goal or two, it could cripple the Canes’ 
championship aspirations. Andersen has redeemed himself 
through the first two-thirds of this season, but the true bar he 
needs to clear won’t appear until the post-season begins.
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About Last Night: Grand Theft Antti 

The Carolina Hurricanes saw its five-game winning streak 
snapped with a 4-3 OT loss to the Detroit Red Wings at Little 
Caesars Arena Tuesday night. 

By Ryan Henkel 

If the Carolina Hurricanes had left Detroit with zero points 
gained in the standings, it really wouldn’t have been a shock 
with the way the team played. 

Instead, Antti Raanta put together a spectacular 37-save 
performance to claw a point out for his team. 

It was a rare instance of Carolina being outworked, with only 
really a few players having strong games, but what seemed 
fairly common in the game was the defensive lapses. 

The turnovers and blown coverages leading to odd-man 
rushes and breakaways. 

Just simple mistakes that appear at much too high a 
frequency. 

But the Canes aren’t going to have it every night and a 
seven-game point streak is nothing to scoff at. There was 
some bad, but there was also some good in last night’s 
match, so let’s take a look back at it. 

Finns Having Fun 

Despite the outcome, there was a lot to like from the Canes’ 
Finnish entourage.  

Teuvo Teravainen and Sebastian Aho each extended their 
own personal point streaks to nine and seven games 
respectively and by connecting on the first goal of the game, 
they set a new franchise record for the most times registering 
a point on the same goal by two players – 172 times.  

The Canes’ top line with Aho, Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov is rolling of late and was once again a dominant 
force against the Red Wings last night.  

Although they didn’t connect at even-strength, they 
suffocated Detroit in its own zone and generated an 
amplitude of chances without giving up hardly anything.  

It’s the way a top line should look. 

Another promising performance was that of Antti Raanta. 

The Finnish netminder turned aside 37 shots including seven 
high-danger chances, stoned at least five in-alone 
opportunities by the Wings and still saved 1.42 goals above 
expected according to MoneyPuck.com in spite of still seeing 
four goals go in.  

He was one of the few Hurricanes that showed up for the full 
60+ minute affair and the main reason why the Canes even 
salvaged a point out of the game.  

Raanta’s performance bodes well for the future as Carolina 
is going to need both of its goalies in top form with the 
upcoming frequency of games on the schedule. 

Second Line Slump 

It had been the biggest reason for the Hurricanes’ 
emergence as a legitimate Stanley Cup threat.  

A wealth of forward depth leading to being able to roll out two 
legitimate high-end scoring lines.  

But while the Canes’ top line is kicking it into high-octane, it’s 
second line is floundering to find consistent success.  

Rod Brind’Amour has tried to get his second line going with 
different looks and lineups, but so far the only piece that has 
had any kind of consistency is Vincent Trocheck. 

Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis have spent the most time 
alongside Trocheck, yet neither has a goal in their last 15 
games.  

Brind’Amour has tried swapping those players around with 
Jordan Martinook or Steven Lorentz to try and spark 
something, but nobody has found success from that line 
other than Trocheck as of late. 

It isn’t even that that line has been unlucky as they are 
seemingly routinely outchanced and hemmed in their own 
zone. Their play has been an outright detriment to the team 
at times.  

The Staal line has been working well, which has helped to 
cover for the second line’s disappearance, but the Canes 
can’t hope to succeed in the postseason with that line 
playing poorly.  

The second line was at its best when Trocheck was 
alongside Necas and Nino Niederreiter, so would 
Brind’Amour be willing to try that line again? 

The Staal line could still be successful with Martinook or 
Lorentz in Niederreiter’s place as it’s a heavy forechecking 
line so the move would be one the Canes could afford.  

And it might be one they really need. 

Defensive Standouts 

Jalen Chatfield has been really impressive in his limited 
appearances with the Hurricanes. 

It seems that he is always noticeable when he is on the ice. 
Being physically along the boards, showing good senses on 
a breakup or all of a sudden being the net-front guy in the 
offensive zone.  
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He has had a limited role in his appearances, but he is really 
making the most of them. It’s probably the reason why he 
was already extended by the team.  

Although he probably won’t be this huge emerging piece, he 
has the promise to be a cheap and reliable third pair option 
for the future. 

Another good sign has been Ethan Bear starting to return to 
form. 

He had been a standout early in the season, but had seen 
his overall game decline after spending a while in COVID-19 
protocol.  

Now, however, he is elevating his game and filling in well on 
the top pair with Jaccob Slavin. His game is getting back to 
the level he was at near the start of the season and its a 
promising sign for the Hurricanes.

 

 

 

Wolves rally to corral Stars 

Noesen gets AHL-best 29th goal while Drury and Suzuki 
post key tallies  

Winnetka native Jack Drury’s shorthanded goal midway 
through the third period served as the game-winner as the 
Chicago Wolves rallied for a 5-3 victory over the Texas Stars 
Wednesday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Stefan Noesen, CJ Smith, Ryan Suzuki and Maxim 
Letunov joined Drury in the scoring column for the Wolves 
(31-10-4-4), who increased their Central Division lead to 13 
points over the Manitoba Moose. 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov (2-0-0) posted 31 saves 
to earn his second win in as many North American 
appearances — and notched his first assist as well as he 
shrugged off a tough start. 

Texas (18-20-5-4) jumped on top in record-setting fashion as 
center Josh Melnick scored eight seconds into the game with 
a shot from the top of the right circle — the fastest opening 
goal in a Wolves game during their 28-year history. 

“It’s good for us,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 
“We need to experience these things. And I think it’s a good 
teaching moment — whether it’s for us in the playoffs or 
Ryan Suzuki in a year or six months in the NHL and he’s in 
that situation. You can look at it a lot of different ways — and 
we need to look at it in a positive way and a teaching 
moment.” 

Chicago responded with Noesen’s league-best 29th goal of 
the season at 7:21 of the first. Kochetkov kick-started the 
play as he ranged into the right corner to claim a wild Texas 
pass and start the breakout with a firm pass to defenseman 
Max Lajoie. He found Noesen in stride in the middle of the 
ice and the powerful forward charged into the high slot and 
beat goaltender Matt Jurusik on the glove side. 

Texas regained the lead on Jordan Kawaguchi’s goal at 
10:15. He accepted a pass from Rhett Gardner in the left 
circle, made a quick move and wristed the puck home for a 
2-1 edge. 

The Wolves opened the second period with an extended 
surge that enabled them to fire the frame’s first eight shots in 
the opening 5:19. The Wolves’ seventh shot, a short flip by 
Smith after Jurusik sprawled to the ice, made it 2-2 at 4:29. 
Defenseman Jesper Sellgren set it up with a hard pinch 
along the right half-wall to force a Texas turnover that went 
to Smith with space to create. 

Suzuki gave the Wolves a 3-2 lead at 12:29 of the second. 
Defenseman Eric Williams fired from the top of the right 
circle and Jurusik used his right leg to kick the rebound 
airborne toward the left faceoff dot. Suzuki calculated where 
it would land slammed the short hop home. 

Drury earned a 4-2 lead for the Wolves with his shorthanded 
tally at 10:24 of the third. He poked the puck free in the 
defensive zone, fed Spencer Smallman for a redirect that 
went wide. The puck and Jurusik’s stick flew behind the net, 
so Drury collected the puck and stuffed it past Jurusik’s skate 
for his 13th of the year. 

The Stars still had time to take advantage of their power 
play, though, and Ty Dellandrea redirected Ryan Shea’s 
point shot to cut the Wolves’ lead to 4-3 at 11:14. 

Letunov added a crucial insurance goal with 2:36 to play. 
After Jamieson Rees drew a delayed penalty in the slot, 
Letunov battled for the puck and dove to swat his own 
rebound past Jurusik for a 5-3 lead. 

Jurusik (7-3-3), a LaGrange native, stopped 29 of 33 shots in 
the loss. 

The Wolves continue their homestand at 7 p.m. Saturday 
against Texas. The first 2,500 fans through the Allstate 
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Arena doors receive a Wolves mini-snow globe courtesy of 
Jewel-Osco. Everyone is invited to stay for the free 
postgame skate, courtesy of Jiffy Lube, and it’s also Adopt-
A-Dog Night presented by Premier Veterinary Group. 

To secure the best ticket deals, email a team representative 
at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/3158225/2022/03/02/16-stats-carolinas-perfect-pk-josh-morrisseys-redemption-and-no-calls-for-auston-matthews/ 
https://theathletic.com/3157946/2022/03/03/nhl-trade-deadline-what-to-expect-from-all-32-teams/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-capitals/c-331378154 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-3/c-331373382 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/andersen-thriving-in-carolina-but-the-biggest-challenge-is-still-to-come 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/2/22958214/about-last-night-grand-theft-antti-raanta-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/02/wolves-rally-to-corral-stars/ 
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Hurricanes squander Raanta’s performance, drop OT decision in Detroit 

 

Cory Lavalette  

 

RALEIGH — When hockey historians look back on Antti Raanta’s 
performance Tuesday in Detroit, they likely won’t think much of anything: 
37 saves, four goals allowed in a 4-3 overtime loss. 

But the goalie probably had his best performance since joining the 
Hurricanes, stopping several breakaways and keeping Carolina in a 
game it probably didn’t deserve to be in. 

The Red Wings earned the win on rookie Lucas Raymond’s power play 
goal in overtime, but only after Raanta stood on his head to get the 
Hurricanes one point in the standings. 

“Raants played unbelievable,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. “It’s such a shame we didn’t play full 60 for him in front, He made 
huge saves throughout the game, huge saves in overtime. We just got to 
be better for him.” 

Detroit went on the power play after Carolina was called for too many 
men when a player was bumped at center ice, altering the timing of a line 
change. 

“That was just — a weird thing happens and whoever’s going on sees 
him coming,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the play that 

resulted in the too many men call. “So he expects to go and doesn’t 
expect the guy to fall and that’s what happens. So it’s unfortunate.” 

Raanta stopped three shots on the ensuing 4-on-3 Red Wings power 
play, but Tyler Bertuzzi created chaos in front of the net with under 10 
seconds left in overtime and the puck bounced to Raymond for the easy 
winner. 

“Those things are always tough to take when it feels like it’s your day and 
you’re dialed in like that,” Raanta said of being the hard-luck loser. 
“There were a lot of things that felt really good, and I felt like I was on top 
of my game. … Sometimes hockey is like that and bounces don’t go your 
way.” 

In a game that had plenty of action but few goals, the third period saw the 
spigot open up, with both teams holding — and then relinquishing — the 
lead en route to overtime. 

In fact, it looked like Carolina would win its sixth straight until Red Wings 
captain Dylan Larkin capitalized on a Brady Skjei turnover to tie the game 
with 3:10 left in regulation. 

Larkin’s goal came just 38 seconds after the Hurricanes’ captain, Jordan 
Staal, had scored to put his team ahead, banging in a rebound past 
former Carolina goalie Alex Nedeljkovic (27 saves) to give the Hurricanes 
a 3-2 lead. 

It was the second goal of the period for Staal’s line, which scored at 7:06 
to even the score when Jesper Fast got his 11th of the season through a 
Staal screen and off a Detroit stick. That tied the game after Detroit’s 
Michael Rasmussen had scored at 2:45 of the second. 

For the first two periods, Carolina and Detroit felt each other out, and 
only two goals were scored. 
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The Hurricanes, after successfully killing off two Detroit power plays in 
the first 8:19 of the opening period, converted their first man advantage. 

Vincent Trocheck made a quick pass to the slot, and Sebastian Aho 
converted it for his team-leading 24th goal of the season at13:02 of the 
first. 

The Red Wings tied the game at 1-1 when Carter Rowney pulled off a 
rare feat, winning a battle down low against Staal and scoring at the top 
of the crease with eight minutes left in the first. 

In all, it felt like an uneven performance from the Hurricanes, one that 
probably wouldn’t have resulted in even one point if not for Raanta. 

“We weren’t that great but still in position to win the game,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

Notes: Teuvo Teravainen assisted on Aho’s goal, the 172nd time the duo 
has connected for a goal to set a new franchise record. Ron Francis and 
Kevin Dineen hooked up 171 times for goals with the Whalers. … 
Teravainen has points in each game since coming back from injury, 
giving him a nine-game streak. … Detroit had 41 shots goal, the fourth 
time this season a team has eclipsed 40 shots on the Hurricanes. … 
Staal has goals in three of his last five games. … Martin Necas’ goal 
drought has hit 16 games, and Seth Jarvis’ is at 15. 
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Amid a ‘frustrating’ fall, Capitals unlikely to make a splash at the 
deadline, GM says 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Washington Capitals General Manager Brian MacLellan on Wednesday 
said he did not expect his team to be aggressive at the NHL trade 
deadline, a departure from its recent approach and a reflection of how 
badly the team has stumbled in recent weeks. 

MacLellan delivered a blunt assessment of the Capitals as the mid-March 
trade deadline loomed, calling his group’s fall “frustrating” and 
“disappointing.” 

“At the beginning of the year, I would say we’re a legit contender. . . . 
Now we’re at the low level of that next level of [contending] teams,” 
MacLellan said. “We need to improve. We need to get back to where we 
were.” 

The Capitals, who won the Stanley Cup in 2018 and have continued to 
put their trust in a veteran core, have lost 14 of their past 22 games and 
hold the second wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference. The trade 
deadline is March 21. 

Washington, which has lost three straight, faces the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Thursday night. 

“The team game sort of got out of sync with guys going in and out of the 
lineup, lineups changing, and then we kind of lost our rhythm, lost our 
way,” MacLellan said, referencing Washington’s myriad injury woes. “I 
think there’s a number of different things that have gone on.” 

MacLellan said that in recent years, the Capitals have slightly overpaid at 
the deadline to add depth pieces they felt could fuel deep postseason 
runs. But he expressed skepticism that this group had the potential to pull 
that off and said Washington is not inclined to trade its prospects. 

“It really has to make sense,” MacLellan said of making big additions at 
the deadline. 

Even one of Washington’s most glaring concerns, goaltending, appears 
likely to remain unaddressed. Washington this season has relied on Ilya 
Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek, a tandem who MacLellan described 
Wednesday as “two inexperienced goalies.” 

Both have shown flashes, but MacLellan acknowledged they have looked 
fairly average during five-on-five play. 

“The concerning thing for me is sometimes the goals, the timing of the 
goals, game-situation goals that some veteran guys would tighten it up 
and make that save,” MacLellan said. “It’s not the overall save 
percentage. It’s when and how the goals happen. That’s another thing 
that can zap momentum from your team and you’re digging a hole and 
you got to dig out of it.” 

MacLellan said Washington reached out to other teams about 
goaltenders this season and did not wait for the deadline. 

“It’s got to be an obvious upgrade for us for it to make sense [to get 
another goaltender], or otherwise we go with our guys,” MacLellan said. 
“Is this going to get us over a hump on the goaltending side? I don’t know 
if there’s that many guys that are out that are quality, you know; there 
might be one or two.” 

MacLellan’s comments came amid a news-filled day for the Capitals. 

MacLellan said winger Carl Hagelin, who was hit in the eye with a stick 
late in Tuesday’s practice, would be out for an extended period. Hagelin 
had surgery for what MacLellan deemed a “serious” eye injury and was 
set to see another doctor Wednesday. 

“The vision part is the biggest concern,” MacLellan said. “We were really 
worried [Tuesday] night. ... It’s sort of positive news that the examination 
went in the right direction. But it’s still to be determined on what the next 
steps are and what effect it’ll have on him.” 

Hagelin, 33, has played in 53 games this season for Washington and has 
three goals and 11 assists. His four-year, $11 million deal is set to expire 
after the 2022-23 season. 

With Hagelin out, it opens the door for Anthony Mantha to make his 
return to the lineup sooner rather than later. 

Neither Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette nor MacLellan ruled out Mantha 
for Thursday’s game against Carolina. Mantha had left shoulder surgery 
in early November. Monday was the first day he was cleared for contact. 

MacLellan said that financially, Washington would be able to make 
Mantha’s $5.7 million salary cap hit work if Mantha was activated for 
Thursday’s game. 

Mantha was set to meet with doctors and trainers Wednesday afternoon 
to see whether he would be cleared. 

“He’s looking better every day. … He’s had another good practice, and 
he’s looked really strong out there,” Laviolette said. 

Additionally, rookie Joe Snively, who is dealing with a lingering upper-
body injury, remains out and is considered week-to-week. The 26-year-
old has four goals and three assists in 12 career NHL games. 

Samsonov also left Wednesday’s practice early after taking a shot up 
high. 

The Capitals said Samsonov was still being evaluated after practice, and 
they had no further updates. A similar incident occurred Saturday during 
warmups in Philadelphia. Samsonov took a puck up high, went to the 
dressing room in pain, was subsequently cleared and started the game 
as scheduled. 

Samsonov is 17-9-3 with a .901 save percentage and a 2.93 goals 
against average. 
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Capitals winger Carl Hagelin out long term with eye injury 

 

By Stephen Whyno - Associated Press - Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
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ARLINGTON, Va. — Washington Capitals winger Carl Hagelin is 
expected to miss an extended period of time with what the team is calling 
a serious eye injury. 

Hagelin was struck in the left eye with an errant stick during practice 
Tuesday. General manager Brian MacLellan said the 33-year-old Swede 
had surgery Tuesday night and is meeting with doctors about what’s 
next. 

“Any time you have an eye injury, there’s a concern,” coach Peter 
Laviolette said after practice Wednesday. “First and foremost there’s a 
concern for him and just his well-being. It’s unfortunate when something 
like that happens.” 

On the ice, Hagelin is one of Washington’s best penalty killers and has 
been a valuable part of a line alongside Nic Dowd and Garnet Hathaway 
that has played against opponents’ top offensive performers since the 
start of last season. The immediate worry is about Hagelin’s future off the 
ice. 

“The vision part is the biggest concern,” MacLellan said. “We were really 
worried last night. I don’t know, it’s sort of positive news that the 
examination went in the right direction. But it’s still to be determined on 
what the next steps are and what effect it’ll have on him.” 

Forward Joe Snively is also considered week to week with an upper-body 
injury. Goaltender Ilya Samsonov is being evaluated after taking a shot 
up high in practice and leaving the ice. MacLellan did not have an update 
on Samsonov’s status. 

The injuries are more blows for a team that has lost three in a row and 
six of nine. After beginning 2022 tied atop the NHL standings, the 
Capitals have lost 14 of their past 22 games, including six in a row at 
home. 

“We’ve got to find a way,” winger Conor Sheary said after the latest 
defeat Monday to Toronto. “We know we have the answers in the room 
and we’ve just got to find a way to string a couple wins together.” 

One reinforcement could be coming in the form of top-six winger Anthony 
Mantha, who has missed the past four months recovering from surgery 
on his left shoulder. Laviolette did not rule out Mantha playing Thursday 
night against the Carolina Hurricanes but did not confirm if it was a 
realistic possibility. 

“He’s looking better every day,” Laviolette said of Mantha. “He’s had 
another good practice and he’s looked really strong out there.” 

MacLellan said Mantha’s availability would be up to trainer Jason Serbus 
and doctor John Klimkiewicz, who performed the surgery in early 
November. 

Mantha’s return is one boost ahead of the March 21 trade deadline, but 
the scuffling Capitals could still look to add another forward along with a 
veteran goaltender. 

The Capitals currently hold the second wild-card spot in the Eastern 
Conference and remain on pace to make the playoffs barring a major 
collapse down the stretch and an improbable run by the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. Because of their situation and recent trends, MacLellan does not 
expect to be as aggressive as in previous years because he believes 
they are not as close to being a Stanley Cup contender as it appeared 
earlier this season. 

“It really has to make sense,” MacLellan said. “At the beginning of the 
year, I would say we’re legit contender. … Now I’d say that we’re at the 
low level of that next level of (contending) teams. And we need to 
improve. We need to get back to where we were.” 
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Companies distancing from Ovechkin amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

 

By Jacob Calvin Meyer - The Washington Times - Wednesday, March 2, 
2022 

 

Russian athletes aren’t just dealing with sports leagues banning them 
from play or backlash from fans due to their responses — or lack thereof 
— to the homeland’s bloody invasion of Ukraine.  

Some, like Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin, are disappearing 
from ads and endorsement campaigns. Others have potentially avoided 
sponsor backlash by distancing themselves from Russian President 
Vladimir Putin or publicly criticizing the war in Ukraine.  

Two companies took a step back from their deals with Ovechkin this 
week, including insurance firm MassMutual, which pulled a popular 
commercial with the 36-year-old off the air.  

The ad, which features Ovechkin, Capitals teammate Nicklas Backstrom 
and Ovechkin’s wife Anastasia Shubskaya, is “no longer on the air,” the 
company told ESPN.  

MassMutual has not provided a reason why the ad, which debuted in 
October, was pulled. The company told ESPN its relationship with 
Ovechkin was exclusive to that one commercial. As of Wednesday 
morning, the commercial had also been removed from MassMutual‘s 
YouTube page. 

The other company suddenly cool to Ovechkin is CCM Hockey. 

The equipment company told TSN that it is pausing its use of Ovechkin 
or any other Russian players in marketing initiatives. Other Russian NHL 
players under contract with CCM Hockey include Penguins forward 
Evgeni Malkin and Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov.  

“Although Mr. Ovechkin is not responsible for the Russian government’s 
actions, we took the decision to not use him (or any Russian player) on 
any global CCM communication at this point,” CCM Hockey CEO 
Marrouane Nabih said in a statement to TSN.  

One day after Russia invaded Ukraine last week, Ovechkin answered 
questions at a press conference, during which he was neither supportive 
nor critical of Putin.  

“Please, no more war. It doesn’t matter who is in the war — Russia, 
Ukraine, different countries — we have to live in peace,” he said. 

Ovechkin has been supportive of Putin in the past, going as far as 
campaigning for him in 2017 through a social media movement called 
“PutinTeam.” His current profile picture on Instagram is of him and Putin.  

But when he was asked whether he still supported Putin, Ovechkin 
dodged the question.  

“He‘s my president,” Ovechkin said Friday. “But like I said, I’m not in 
politics. I’m an athlete. I hope everything is going to be done soon. It’s a 
hard situation right now for both sides.” 

Ovechkin isn’t the only Russian athlete getting a cold shoulder from 
sponsors. 

Russian cross-country skier Alexander Bolshunov, who won three gold 
medals at the Beijing Olympics in February, has been dropped by 
Norwegian ski apparel company Swix. Brav, Swix’s parent company, 
announced Monday that it would end all business in Russia and cut ties 
with Russian athletes, including the 25-year-old who was previously the 
face of the clothing brand.  

However, most Russian athletes have kept their sponsors — at least so 
far.  

There’s no indication that retired tennis star Maria Sharapova or retired 
UFC champion Khabib Nurmagomedov — among the handful of elite 
Russian athletes whose global star power approaches that of Ovechkin 
— have lost any endorsements.  

Sharapova was once the world’s top woman tennis player and is the best 
female player in Russian history.  

Nurmagomedov, who retired last year, is one of the greatest fighters in 
UFC history and is the most popular Russian citizen on Instagram with 
33.1 million followers. Neither have spoken publicly about the war in 
Ukraine.  
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Another Russian athlete who hasn’t seen the same blowback as 
Ovechkin is Daniil Medvedev, who recently passed Novak Djokovic as 
the world’s No. 1 male tennis player. While Medvedev and other Russian 
tennis players are not allowed to play under Russia’s flag, no sponsor 
publicly cut ties with the 26-year-old. 

#kiddontstopdreaming pic.twitter.com/veNwRIkKnx 

— Daniil Medvedev (@DaniilMedwed) February 27, 2022 

A key difference between Medvedev and Ovechkin is that the tennis star 
has kept Putin at arm’s length, unlike “The Great 8.” But that doesn’t 
mean Medvedev has been critical of Putin. He released a statement on 
Twitter Sunday that called for “peace in the world,” but gave no mention 
to Ukraine.  

Some Russian athletes, though, have been more outspoken about the 
war. Tennis player Andrey Rublev protested the invasion by writing “No 
War Please” on a television camera following a match at the Dubai 
Championships on Friday.  

Soccer star Fedor Smolov became the first player from Russia’s national 
team to speak out against the invasion when he posted the hashtag 
“NoToWar” on Instagram.  

Nikita Zadorov, an NHL defenseman for the Calgary Flames, joined the 
anti-war sentiment on Instagram with a post that said “NO WAR” and 
“STOP IT!!!”  

Biathlon champion Larisa Kuklina took the same stance with her 
Instagram post that showed a heart sharing the colors of Russia’s and 
Ukraine’s flags and the caption: “What’s going on!? Pull up! We live in the 
21st century!”  

Ovechkin has been criticized for not going as far as some of his fellow 
Russian athletes. The Capitals star, who is five goals away from passing 
Jaromir Jagr for third on the NHL’s all-time goals list, was called a “liar” 
and “chicken s — t by Hockey Hall of Famer Dominik Hasek.  

“What!? Not only an alibist, a chicken s — t, but also a liar!” tweeted 
Hasek, a Czech Republic native, about Ovechkin. “Every adult in Europe 
knows well, that Putin is a mad killer and that Russia is waging an 
offensive war against the free country and its people.” 
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Caps GM defends Ovechkin, saying 'he gets pressure from all sides' 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

A hockey general manager has to manage a lot of things. He has to 
manage his coaches, his scouts, his players, contracts, trades, the draft, 
relationships with other general managers and much more. One thing 
Capitals GM Brian MacLellan likely never thought he would have to 
manage was the politics of war in Europe. After Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine, however, MacLellan recognizes the difficult position 
Washington's four Russian players now find themselves in. 

"It's difficult for all the Russian players in the league," MacLellan said. 
"There's a lot of pressure put on them to have a political opinion either 
way and they're trying to balance out how they live their lives and what 
their political opinions are and the repercussions that could happen back 
home." 

He added: "I just think it's hard for them to figure out where they fit into 
the two situations and what they can say, what they can't say and what 
their true feelings are." 

Washington has several Russian players on its roster with Evgeny 
Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya Samsonov. No one, however, is as 
prominent as team captain Alex Ovechkin. 

Ovechkin spoke to reporters about the war on Friday saying, "Please, no 
more war." While he said he wished for peace, his comments were met 
with mixed reaction after he did not outright condemn Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's unprovoked invasion. 

On Tuesday, TSN reporter Rick Westhead reported CCM Hockey will 
stop using Ovechkin and other Russian NHL players in its global 
marketing initiatives. ESPN reporter Greg Wyshynski also reported 
Tuesday that MassMutual would no longer air Ovechkin's ad with Nicklas 
Backstrom. 

Even as sponsors distance themselves, MacLellan defended the team's 
captain stressing the difficult position Ovechkin now finds himself in with 
pressure from North American fans who abhor Russia's invasion and 
from back home in Russia where dissent is rarely tolerated. 

"[Ovechkin's] a good person, he's an emotional person and he takes 
things personally," MacLellan said. "I think he's been put under an 
incredible amount of pressure. You know, for us, it's about how do we 
support him. He's been the face of our franchise and the face of hockey 
in this area, his family has grown up here, his kids are from here, and 
because of his status, he's put in a hard situation to probably handle -- a 
situation that I'm not sure that he's fully thought out or that anybody has, 
really. It's hard for him." 

With a peaceful resolution unlikely in the short-term future, the war in 
Ukraine will remain front and center going forward. MacLellan believes it 
is important for the team to support Ovechkin through this time. 

"We talk to him," MacLellan said. "He gets pressure from all sides -- from 
North America, from Russia, from family, from a lot of different people 
and he tries to sort it out. So, we try to support him. We talk to him, we 
have people talking to him all the time, what can we do to help? Help him 
through what he needs to get through." 

Part of that support means added security for Ovechkin, which MacLellan 
confirmed was a step the team had taken. 

"People are lashing out so it's difficult for them and their families. 
Families here, families back home," MacLellan said. "It's a hard 
situation." 
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Mantha appears to be nearing return to Caps' lineup 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

It appears Anthony Mantha’s long-awaited return to the Capitals' lineup is 
drawing near.  

Mantha has been on the ice at practice in recent days in a non-contact 
sweater, and on Monday, wore a regular practice jersey for the first time 
since shoulder surgery in November. And with a few recent injuries in the 
lineup, Mantha’s time to return to the ice might come sooner than 
originally thought.  

After practice Wednesday, coach Peter Laviolette indicated Mantha could 
play soon, and perhaps more importantly, didn’t deny he could play 
Thursday against the Hurricanes. 

“We're going through that right now,” Laviolette said. “He's looking good. 
He's looking better every day. And that's why we've got to go in and talk 
and see where everything is at. I haven't talked to him to see how he 
came out of today and where he's at. ... He's had another good practice 
and he's looked really strong out there.” 

Whenever Mantha is activated off long-term injured reserve, the team will 
have to fit his $5.7 million salary under the salary cap. General manager 
Brian MacLellan mentioned a few injury situations the team has (Carl 
Hagelin’s eye injury and Joe Snively’s upper-body injury) that could 
provide some cap relief whenever they need it.  
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MacLellan added that Mantha would meet with head athletic trainer 
Jason Serbus on Wednesday afternoon and make the determination if 
Thursday’s game against Carolina would be the day for his return, or if 
they needed a few more days. 

Mantha has been a key absence in the team’s top six this season, which 
hasn’t had a full assortment of players since the year began. Nicklas 
Backstrom (hip) didn’t return to the lineup until December, and T.J. Oshie 
has played sporadically with an assortment of injuries.  

“I know we have a short amount of time here (before the trade deadline 
on March 21),” MacLellan said Wednesday. “Mantha will come back and 
hopefully Osh and Nick will stay healthy and we'll get a better indication 
of how the coaches want to use that middle-six group. I think our top line 
has been good and I think our fourth line has been excellent.” 

A year ago, the trio of Mantha, Backstrom and Oshie skated together at 
five-on-five for 11 games and generally tilted the ice in the Capitals’ 
favor. Whenever Mantha returns, that figures to be the most likely second 
line deployed by Laviolette.  

In 10 games this season, Mantha scored two goals and had four assists. 
But since the big deadline trade a year ago where he was acquired from 
Detroit, he’s played in just 24 games in Washington.  

Mantha’s addition to the lineup, and presumably the top six, would also 
help balance out the Capitals’ lineup and give them a better idea of 
where the third line stands before the trade deadline in less than three 
weeks.  

Whenever it happens, though, the Capitals will be more than ready to 
welcome Mantha back into the lineup. 
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Capitals' Carl Hagelin to miss extended time with eye injury 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Capitals forward Carl Hagelin will be out for an extended period of time 
with an injury to his left eye. Hagelin suffered the injury in practice 
Tuesday when a stick caught him up high. He had to be helped off the 
ice with a towel pressed to his eye. 

"I think any time you have an eye injury, there's a concern," head coach 
Peter Laviolette said. "First and foremost there's a concern for him and 
just his well-being. It's unfortunate when something like that happens. 
And then secondly with regard to our team, he's certainly a player that 
we're going to miss. He's counted on for a lot of different roles." 

Hagelin is the second-leading forward in shorthanded ice time per game 
on the team. His real impact, however, has been on the fourth line as the 
trio of Hagelin, Nic Dowd and Garnet Hathaway have been one of the 
team's most consistent lines, despite Washington's struggles over the 
past two months. 

"That line has been excellent," Laviolette said. "I think he's one of the top 
penalty killers in the league. And so when you take a piece like that out of 
your lineup, you're going to feel it and somebody else is going to have to 
step up." 
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Can Columbus actually catch the Caps in the standings? 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

The 2022 calendar year has not been kind thus far to the Capitals. As the 
team continues to struggle, however, the silver-lining throughout the last 
two months has been that Washington remains secure in its playoff spot. 
Over the first three months of the season, the top eight teams in the 
Eastern Conference emerged and began to separate themselves from 
the bottom eight in the standings. Even at the halfway point of the 
season, It was hard to see how any of the teams on the outside of the 
playoff picture looking in would be able to catch any of those teams in the 
top eight. 

With Washington's continued struggles, however, this no longer seems 
impossible. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets beat the New Jersey Devils 4-3 on Tuesday 
for their 10th win in 14 games. That win pulls them to within eight points 
of the Caps and the final wild card spot in the east. Columbus also has a 
game in hand. 

Eight points is a fairly significant gap, but that is a gap that will continue 
to close if both teams keep up their current rate of play. 

Since the start of 2022, Washington has played 22 games with a record 
of 8-12-2 giving them a points percentage of .409. Columbus has gone 
13-12-0 in 25 games for a points percentage of .520. The Blue Jackets 
are significantly hotter of late but let's stick with the larger sample size. 

If both teams maintain that current points percentage through the end of 
the season, Washington will earn 22 points over its last 27 games for 87 
total on the season and Columbus will earn 29 points over its final 28 
games for 86. 

If you look at both teams from Feb. 1, Washington is 4-6-0 with a .400 
points percentage and Columbus is 8-3-0 with a .727 points percentage. 
At that rate, the Caps would earn just 21 points to close out the season 
while the Blue Jackets would earn 40. 

Granted, a .727 points percentage does not seem like a realistic pace for 
the rest of the season, but .520 sure does. A lot of things have to 
continue to go right for Columbus such as Patrik Laine continuing his 
suddenly blistering offensive pace (14 goals, 9 assists in 14 games) and 
a lot of things have to continue to go wrong for Washington for this to 
happen, but it's not impossible. Two months is not a slump and this has 
been two months of below .500 hockey for the Caps. At the very least, 
their continued struggles open the door for the Blue Jackets to get back 
into the race. 

On the other hand, while it may not feel like it, this also shows that the 
Caps are still in decent shape to make the playoffs. They could earn a 
points percentage of .409 the rest of the way and still manage to beat out 
the Blue Jackets if Columbus does not stay significantly hot through the 
rest of the season. Even if Washington improves just a little bit over the 
final stretch of the season, it does not take much to make the math look 
really tough for the Blue Jackets to actually catch them. 

But Columbus is already halfway there. 

On Jan. 1, the Caps held a 16 point lead over the Blue Jackets in the 
standings. Now, on March 2, that gap has narrowed to just eight. With 
about two months left to go in the season, the Caps need to turn things 
around or their spot in the playoffs may suddenly be in jeopardy. 
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Takeaways from Capitals GM Brian MacLellan’s media session: Trade 
deadline, injuries, Alex Ovechkin and Russia 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir Mar 2, 2022  

 

Brian MacLellan on Wednesday fielded questions from beat writers for 
the first time since early November. 

A lot has transpired since then. So, as you might imagine, the veteran 
general manager was asked about a wide variety of topics, ranging from 
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Carl Hagelin’s injury to the blowback Alex Ovechkin is getting on social 
media, as well as a handful of pressing matters. 

Here are The Athletic’s takeaways from the 20-plus minute question and 
answer session on a newsy day at MedStar Capitals Iceplex. 

1. Carl Hagelin’s injury 

The fourth-line winger/penalty kill specialist suffered a significant eye 
injury on the final drill of Tuesday’s practice and had surgery later in the 
day. He is sidelined indefinitely.  

The injury is concerning for the player, obviously. It also deals the Caps a 
big blow.  

The 33-year-old Swede is a first unit penalty killer and one third of the 
highly effective “fourth” line with Nic Dowd and Garnet Hathaway. 
Hagelin also found his offensive game in February, registering a goal and 
six assists in 10 games after recording no points in January.  

“The vision part is the biggest concern,” MacLellan said. “We were really 
worried (Tuesday) night. It’s sort of positive news that the examination 
went in the right direction. But it’s still to be determined on what the next 
steps are and what effect it’ll have on him.” 

The options to replace Hagelin, according to Peter Laviolette, include 
shifting Conor Sheary down or recalling Brett Leason and/or Axel 
Jonsson-Fjallby from AHL Hershey. 

“He’s one of the better PKers in the league,” MacLellan added. “That 
fourth line’s been phenomenal for us over the last couple years and he’s 
a big part of it. They play against top lines, start in our own end and do a 
good job. So we’re going to miss him.” 

Hagelin’s injury also essentially guarantees that the Caps won’t have 
their entire lineup for a single game this season. 

2. Anthony Mantha’s status 

Mantha was cleared for contact on Monday and could be back in the 
lineup as soon as Thursday vs. Carolina, MacLellan acknowledged. The 
27-year-old had surgery on his left shoulder on Nov. 5.  

“(Team physician John Klimkiewicz) and (head athletic trainer) Jason 
Serbus have a meeting (Wednesday) afternoon to determine if 
(Thursday) is the one that he goes, or do we need a few more days,” 
MacLellan said. 

Asked how the Caps would shoehorn Mantha’s $5.7 million cap hit under 
the $81.5 million salary cap, MacLellan said they had several options at 
their disposal. Although he didn’t go into detail, it’s probably safe to 
assume it will involve putting Hagelin and his $2.75 million cap hit on 
long-term injury. 

“We’ve got some injury situations that need to be resolved,” MacLellan 
said, “so that would create some room, I would imagine.” 

Anthony Mantha. (Geoff Burke / USA Today) 

3. Alex Ovechkin and Vladimir Putin 

As arguably Russia’s most visible athlete and one who has shown his 
support for Vladimir Putin in the past, Ovechkin has faced unrelenting 
pressure from all sides since his media availability last Saturday, 
MacLellan said. In his brief remarks before the Caps played in 
Philadelphia, Ovechkin said, in part, “Please, no more war.” 

“He’s been put under an incredible amount of pressure,” MacLellan said. 
“He’s been the face of our franchise and the face of hockey in this area. 
His family has grown up here, his kids are from here and, because of his 
status, he’s put in a hard situation to handle — a situation that I’m not 
sure that he’s fully thought out or that anybody has, really.” 

On the one hand, Ovechkin’s Instagram profile picture still is of him 
posing with Russia’s president. On the other, Ovechkin’s wife and two 
sons as well as his mother and father remain in Moscow. According to 
recent reports, agents have begun warning their Russian clients to tread 
carefully. (Ovechkin does not have an NHLPA-certified representative.) 

“It’s hard for him,” MacLellan said. “We talk to him. He gets pressure from 
all sides — from North America, from Russia, from family, from a lot of 
different people, and he tries to sort it out.” 

MacLellan added that there’s pressure on the team’s other Russian 
players — Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya Samsonov — as 
well. 

“It’s difficult for all the Russian players in the league,” MacLellan said. 
“There’s a lot of pressure put on them to have a political opinion either 
way and they’re trying to balance out how they live their lives and what 
their political opinions are and the repercussions that could happen back 
home.” 

4. Beefed-up security? 

MacLellan didn’t provide specifics for obvious reasons but he said the 
team is aware of the blowback Ovechkin has received on social media 
and has taken steps to ensure his team captain’s safety.   

“We have security for sure,” MacLellan said. “Some of the stuff that goes 
on with social media is scary for players on both sides (of the Atlantic). 
People are lashing out so it’s difficult for them and their families — 
families here, families back home. It’s a hard situation.” 

5. Trade deadline needs 

It should come as no surprise that MacLellan indicated he’s doing his due 
diligence on veteran goaltenders ahead of the March 21 deadline in an 
effort to augment Washington’s inexperienced tandem of Samsonov, 25, 
and Vitek Vanecek, 26. 

“Both have shown glimpses of what they can do,” MacLellan said. 
“Unfortunately, we have Vanecek in a really good spot and on a roll and 
then he got hurt and he’s missed too much time. … So I guess we have 
to see where he’s at right now.” 

Although he did not come right out and say it, all indications are that 
Vanecek will get the reins in the coming games. Vanecek was 
outstanding in January (4-2-0/.929 Sv%, 2.00 goals-against average and 
two shutouts) but suffered a suspected concussion Feb. 1 in Pittsburgh, 
sidelining him for four weeks and halting his momentum. He was strong 
in his return vs. Toronto on Monday, when he came on in relief of 
Samsonov. 

“Big picture, (their) save percentage has probably been average five-on-
five, (and) four-on-five, it’s been a little bit below average,” MacLellan 
said of both goalies. “The concerning thing for me is sometimes the 
timing of the goals, game-situation goals that some veteran guys would 
tighten it up and make that save. It’s not the overall save percentage, it’s 
when and how the goals happen. That’s another thing that can zap 
momentum from your team and you’re digging a hole and you got to dig 
out of it.” 

MacLellan also mentioned the possibility of adding a middle-six forward. 
The one area he feels the Caps are set is on the blue line, a position he 
has usually sought to bolster at the deadline. 

“We’ve got good depth this year,” he said. “Normally, we need eight — 
maybe more than eight … but we’re good this year. (Matt) Irwin’s done a 
great job. (Michal) Kempny’s done a great job. And we’ve got two young 
guys — (Lucas) Johansen and (Alex) Alexeyev — in Hershey we can call 
up, so we’ve got 10 guys that can play. So I’m not looking in that area.” 

6. Overall philosophy at the trade deadline 

It depends.  

As in, does the team snap out of its funk and show MacLellan that it’s a 
legit contender?  

When the Caps woke up on Jan. 1 they were tied for the most points in 
the NHL with two-time champion Tampa Bay. Since the calendar flipped 
to 2022, however, they are 8-12-2 and on a three-game losing streak 
entering Thursday’s showdown with the Eastern Conference-leading 
Hurricanes in D.C. 

“I don’t know that we’re going to be as aggressive as we’ve been in the 
past,” MacLellan said. “Sometimes just to add depth pieces we might 
overpay a little bit because we felt we have a good team and we’re going 
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to go a long way and we just need players. I don’t know that we’re in that 
mode, but we’d still like to improve the team.” 

After the hot start, MacLellan said he felt the Caps were at the top of the 
second tier of contenders. Now, though, they are toward the bottom of 
that second tier in MacLellan’s estimation. 

“We need to improve,” he said flatly. “We need to get back to where we 
were.” 

7. Who could be moved at the deadline? 

MacLellan rarely discusses specifics this time of year but he did say what 
he’s not willing to trade away for a rental. 

“I’d be less inclined to trade prospects because they’re going to be 
playing here sooner rather than later,” he said. 

8. The power play has been better but … 

The unit has been better as of late — it has scored at least once in eight 
of the last 11 games — but overall it’s been a disappointment and, at 
times, a liability. Indeed, the Caps are tied for second in short-handed 
goals allowed (7), with only New Jersey having yielded more (8). 

“The power play’s hurt us,” MacLellan said. “It’s taken a lot of momentum 
away, it hasn’t won games for us. Recent trends, though, have been 
positive. We’re scoring some goals, chance rates are up. The coaches 
have emphasized a few different things about faster pace, more net-front 
presence, scoring goals around the net versus perimeter goals. That’s 
helped out a lot.  

“Still concerned with short-handed goals and short-handed opportunities 
(against), especially,” he continued. “We have to get a different compete 
level on those situations and not be giving scoring opportunities back. 
When we do that, it takes momentum away from our team. And it takes a 
lot to get it back and get on the right track. So it’s trending in the right 
direction, but it’s been an issue for us.” 
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Penguins notes: Penalty kill settling down after worst stretch of season 

 

CHRIS ADAMSKI   

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:51 p.m. 

 

Through the first 50 games, the Pittsburgh Penguins hadn’t allowed as 
many as four opponent power-play goals over any six-game stretch all 
season. 

So when Toronto, Carolina and New Jersey combined for four power-
play goals over a recent three-game span, coach Mike Sullivan took 
notice. 

“We went through a rough stretch,” Sullivan said Thursday after practice, 
“when our faceoff percentage was down, our failed clears or our 
successful-clear rates were down.” 

Albeit in a small sample size, the Penguins feel as if they have righted 
the proverbial ship. They did not allow a power-play goal during weekend 
wins against the New York Rangers and Columbus. 

“There’s just been a stretch where we kind of got away from our details 
like blocking shots or having the right stick positions or knowing when to 
be aggressive and when to hold back,” wing Zach Aston-Reese said. “It’s 
something that we sat down as a PK unit with (assistant coach Mike 
Vellucci) and talked about, and I think these last two games we have 
been a lot better.” 

The Penguins’ penalty kill remains at No. 3 in the NHL at 85.8%. The unit 
also soon will welcome back one of its most important members: Center 

Teddy Blueger again practiced Thursday and is on track to return to the 
lineup soon after missing five-plus weeks because of a broken jaw. 

Carter clause to trigger 

Assuming Jeff Carter is in the lineup for Thursday’s game against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, it will be his 50th game of the season. Reaching 
that marker will upgrade the 2023 fourth-round pick the Penguins sent to 
the Los Angeles Kings into a third-rounder, per the terms of April’s trade 
for Carter. 
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Penguins’ Kris Letang not focused on pending free agency, rumors of 
departure 

 

CHRIS ADAMSKI  

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:23 p.m. 

 

Kris Letang didn’t deny he’s aware of it. But to him, it’s just nothing new. 

The veteran defenseman’s eight-year contract with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins expires this summer, leading to plenty of “noise” in the form of 
rumors his tenure with the team will, too. 

“I mean, that noise been in my ear for eight years,” Letang said after 
practice Wednesday, “so it doesn’t really matter.” 

Whispers that Letang and the Penguins will not be able to come to an 
agreement about an extension on a deal that has been paying him an 
average of $7.25 million per year sometimes suggest a return to his 
native Quebec to play for the Montreal Canadiens could be in Letang’s 
future. 

Letang, as expected, did not directly address any specific rumors. But he 
let it be known he wasn’t going to participate in furthering them. 

“At the end of the day, I’m 34 years old; (hearing) those things doesn’t 
really bother me anymore,” Letang said. “Whatever happens, happens. 
It’s out of my control for right now, and I just want to focus on what’s 
important — and that’s our team this year and trying to win a 
championship.” 

Letang’s 16th NHL season has been among his best. He has his second-
most points per 60 minutes of play (2.5) of his career and is on pace to 
set career-highs in assists (42 in 51 games) and plus/minus (plus-17). 
The 25 minutes, 50 seconds of ice time he’s averaging ranks third for a 
season in his career. 

“‘Tanger’ is just an elite player,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said, “and 
he has played that way for my whole time here in Pittsburgh and beyond. 
So I don’t know that he’s doing anything different this year with respect to 
his personal game. 

“He’s quietly had a real solid year for us.” 
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Call it a 'measuring stick’ or not, Penguins prep for tough stretch vs. 
NHL’s top teams 
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Perhaps it was an ESPN “power ranking”  

Published a few hours earlier that pegged the Pittsburgh Penguins as the 
sixth-best team in the Eastern Conference. 

Or maybe Kris Letang recently had been informed sportsbooks are giving 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers at least twice as good of 
odds of winning the Stanley Cup as his Penguins. 

Whatever it was, it seems as if Letang has about heard enough about 
how good the top three teams in the Eastern Conference standings are. 

“Everybody is talking about Tampa, Florida, Carolina,” Letang said after 
practice Wednesday, “and you want to show them that you are still 
there.” 

As the schedule plays out, the Penguins have the perfect opportunity to 
do just that over the next week. Their next three games are against the 
only three teams in the conference with more points than them (74): at 
the Lightning (76) on Thursday and the Hurricanes (79) on Friday along 
with a home game against the Panthers (75) on Tuesday. 

“You want to treat every game the same, but there’s a little bit — 
probably — extra motivation playing against those top teams,” Letang 
said from UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex in Cranberry. 

“You want to … try to give it a big push as kind of a measuring stick to 
see where you are at as a team.” 

The Penguins just completed a stretch of games dating to Jan. 20 in 
which 11 of 17 opponents are not holding current playoff positions. That 
flips in a big way starting Thursday: seven opponents in a row are sitting 
in playoff spots. 

The Penguins this season have fattened up on bad teams, going 24-6-4 
against opponents who currently do not hold playoff spots. They have 
won fewer than half of their games this season (9-8-4) against teams 
currently sitting in playoff position. 

“That’s something we want to improve on,” winger Zach Aston-Reese 
said. “Having this test in front of us, our schedule gets a lot tougher 
heading down the stretch into the playoffs, and that’s what you want. It’s 
a good measuring stick and a good test for us.” 

Coach Mike Sullivan agrees that the two-plus weeks — and, specifically, 
the next three games — will be a good test. Where he veers from what 
Aston-Reese said is he won’t use them as a measuring stick. 

“The whole measuring stick thing, that’s something that (the media) likes 
to talk about,” Sullivan said. “If I am going to use the phrase ‘measuring 
stick,’ we are going to hold that against ourselves and what our 
expectations are.” 

Seventeen of the Penguins’ next 23 games are against teams that 
currently hold playoff spots. That includes two games each against the 
league’s top two teams by points (the Colorado Avalanche and 
Hurricanes) and 10 games against the six teams with the most points in 
the NHL (besides the Penguins, who sit sixth). 

“These are dress rehearsals, I think, for the playoffs,” forward Brian Boyle 
said. 

There haven’t been many of those games in recent months for the 
Penguins, as they haven’t faced the Lightning nor the Panthers since 
early November, and they didn’t play Carolina or the New York Rangers 
at all until Feb. 20. They haven’t faced the NHL-leading Avalanche yet, 
and they’ve played the Western Conference’s No. 2 team, the St. Louis 
Blues, just once. 

The Penguins’ schedule over the next five weeks comprises regular 
appearances by all of the aforementioned NHL heavyweights. 

“We are usually in that conversation (as an NHL power), as well,” 
Sullivan said. “With some of the players that we have in our lineup and 
the legacy that they have built here, we tend to get people’s ‘A’ game, but 
that’s what keeps us at our best. 

“When you play some of the better teams in the league, I think it’s 
exciting. Our players are competitive guys. They understand that.” 
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Entering challenging stretch of Eastern powers, Penguins want to 'show 
them that you are still there' 

 

Matt Vensel 

4-5 minutes 3/2/2022 

 

We might learn something about the Penguins here over the next week 
with games against a trio of top-five NHL teams in Tampa Bay, Carolina 
and Florida. 

While coach Mike Sullivan insisted that these games are no different than 
any other in the sense that all 82 are important, his players clearly feel 
otherwise. 

“There’s a little bit, probably, extra motivation playing against those top 
teams,” Kris Letang admitted. “Everybody is talking about Tampa, 
Florida, Carolina. And you want to show them that you are still there and 
try to give it a big push.” 

After Wednesday’s practice in Cranberry, the Penguins took off for 
Tampa, Fla., where they will play the two-time defending champion 
Lightning on Thursday. A night later, they visit a Carolina team that 
recently bested them. After returning to Pittsburgh, the Penguins will host 
the run-and-gun Florida Panthers. 

“It’s a good measure for us. We’ve played some good teams and haven’t 
gotten the results lately. So this is a big test for us. And it’s something we 
need,” Evan Rodrigues said. “We’ve got to start playing the right way and 
getting these wins [while] playing almost playoff-type hockey. ... We’re 
looking forward to it.” 

That seemed to be the case Wednesday, after another upbeat, 
competitive skate at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex. Sullivan skated 
them for about 45 minutes, but Penguins players were all smiles. 
Especially Evgeni Malkin, who celebrated in an exaggerated fashion 
whenever the top power play unit scored a goal. 

The Penguins are on firm playoff footing here in early March. So it would 
only be natural for them to have one eye on the postseason. Brian Boyle 
sees every game, especially these ones, as an opportunity to sharpen 
their focus. 

“There’s a structure and a certain energy level you have to play with. 
These are dress rehearsals for the playoffs. You’re going to find yourself 
in different situations in the playoffs where it could be going great for you 
or you could be trying to get back in a series or a game,” he said. “So you 
want to prepare as best you can.” 

Boyle to the wing? 

Teddy Blueger practiced without contract restrictions for a second 
straight day. But based on line rushes, it looks unlikely that the center will 
play Thursday. 
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When Blueger does return, Boyle may be shifted to the wing. A decade 
ago, that would have eased his physical burden. But the veteran center, 
who is 6-foot-6 and 245 pounds, said that skating as a winger is similarly 
demanding today. 

“The way the game is played now, with the skating and slashing across 
the zone if a breakout isn’t clean, how you’re asked to forecheck and 
[back-checking] you come back almost as low as a center ... it’s pretty 
similar [to center],” he said. 

Special teams focus 

The Penguins spent a large portion of Wednesday’s practice focusing on 
special teams. The penalty kill, which has struggled without Blueger, will 
be in the spotlight in upcoming matchups against three power plays 
clicking at over 20%. 

“The special teams is going to be huge, especially against a power play 
that Tampa has. They’re really dangerous. Florida. All of those teams are 
pretty good on special teams,” Letang said Wednesday. “So I think we’ll 
have to be in sync.” 

Pettersson moves on 

Marcus Pettersson had his worst game of the season Feb. 24 against 
New Jersey, with a minus-3 rating and a pair of costly giveaways. He 
brushed it off quickly and was solid over the weekend, something he 
might not have done in the past. 

“I wasn’t happy at all with that game,” Pettersson said. “I think I’ve come 
a long way, just growing. If something like that happened even last year 
or my first couple of years in the league, I would have gotten down on 
myself and been hard on myself. I want to be hard on myself, but I’ve got 
to let it go at some point.” 
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Penguins' Mark Friedman, one of ‘a long line of ornery Friedmans,’ 
skates into the spotlight 

 

Matt Vensel 

7-9 minutes 3/2/2022 

 

In many settings, Mark Friedman would at best be described as a “piece 
of work” and at worst be called something that can’t be printed in a 
newspaper. 

In the hockey world, guys like him get labeled something else: “a beauty.” 

Evan Rodrigues started laughing out loud when asked to describe 
Friedman. 

“What you see on the ice is kind of what you’re getting off the ice,” said 
Rodrigues, still chuckling as he exited the interview room and walked 
down the hall. 

Friedman, who has stepped into a regular role with Mike Matheson 
sidelined by an injury, has played just 19 games for the Penguins over 
the last 13 months. But there have been memorable moments of 
agitation in seemingly every one. 

In his first game against the Philadelphia Flyers last year, it looked like 
half of his former teammates wanted to fight him. He got ejected from an 
exhibition this fall. Even during an American Hockey League conditioning 
stint last week, he shouldered someone after the whistle and was 
immediately surrounded by Hershey Bears. 

So, wait. You are saying the 26-year-old is that crotchety off the ice, too? 

“That’s just me,” Friedman said. “And I want to be as straight as an 
arrow.” 

Mostly, his Penguins teammates and team staffers are amused. Just a 
beauty being a beauty. But over the years, sure, he has rubbed folks the 
wrong way. 

His father, Jeff, explained that genetics are probably to blame for that 
one. 

“He comes from a long line of ornery Friedmans,” he said Tuesday. “My 
late father was a devil with a huge heart. And those characteristics got 
passed on.” 

His father added: “Mark was never a bad kid, but he was always in 
trouble.” 

Friedman’s first target was his little sister, Erin. He fiercely defended her 
in public. But at home, Mark said he took great pleasure in getting under 
her skin. 

“Does eating her breakfast, lunch and dinner count?” Jeff jokingly 
confirmed. 

Mark chased off multiple nannies with “a hockey mouth” he’s had from a 
young age. He had a standing appointment with the principal. And while 
he’s proud to be one of a few Jewish players in the NHL, he didn’t last 
long in Hebrew school. 

“Well, he followed in my footsteps,” Jeff deadpanned. “Because I got 
kicked out. And within about three months, he got kicked out. No crazy 
shenanigans. Nothing got broken. He was just set in his ways. He did not 
take authority well.” 

One of the few exceptions was whenever Friedman was at the hockey 
rink. 

Friedman, who hails from Toronto, weighed over 11 pounds at birth and 
was always one of the biggest, strongest and most competitive kids on 
the playground. Jeff remembers him flying through the monkey bars with 
one arm and cranking dingers in the family driveway. He excelled at 
soccer. But he loved hockey. 

Friedman first got on skates at age 3 or 4. But he wasn’t exactly 
dominant. 

His first year of organized hockey, he played a level below some of his 
friends. “It pissed him off a lot,” his dad said. Mark asked if he could take 
power skating lessons and attend shooting and skills development 
camps. He soon caught up. 

He went on to play college hockey at Bowling Green. And Ron Hextall, 
then the boss in Philadelphia, picked Friedman in the third round of the 
2014 NHL draft. Hextall’s first addition as Pittsburgh’s GM was claiming 
Friedman off of waivers. 

Over time, Friedman watched his peers shoot past him physically. He is 
Pittsburgh’s smallest defenseman at 5-foot-11 and 185 pounds, but that 
might not be obvious given the fearlessness with which he plays. There’s 
correlation there. 

“I don’t think I grew too much after 11th or 12th grade, to be honest. It 
definitely put a fire in my belly that I’m not the biggest or strongest guy,” 
he said. “I’ve got to go out there and play with a chip on my shoulder. I 
take so much pride with how I battle and my compete level in the corners 
and in front of the net.” 

He has been wired that way all along. His family used to visit Las Vegas 
often and stay at the Mandalay Bay. Within a half hour of checking in, a 
6-year-old Friedman was already in a swimsuit and tugging his parents 
toward the wave pool. 

“It took him right under. He came right back up holding his tooth. There 
was blood everywhere,” his father recalled. “But he did not get out of the 
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water. He basically handed me three-quarters of his tooth and said, ‘It will 
grow back.’” 

That feistiness can be a positive on the ice if Mark is able to harness it. 
The Penguins could use more players with an edge and he has a knack 
for drawing retaliation penalties and using his physicality to get into the 
heads of his opponents. 

But admittedly he is still trying to find the right level of aggression overall, 
whether he is chasing after a heavy hit or screaming in to follow up on a 
rebound. 

“When you look at my game, you see me up in the rush quite a bit. I feel 
like I can pick my spots better so I’m not creating odd-man rushes 
against. Just better reads all over the ice. Have a better stick in front of 
the net,” Friedman said. “It comes down to so many little things. And it all 
comes back to reliability.” 

He feels that and injuries have been roadblocks to becoming a regular 
here. 

With Matheson out week-to-week with an upper-body injury, Friedman 
this past weekend got his latest opportunity to show that he belongs. And 
he did. 

Alongside partner Chad Ruhwedel, he had an incredible expected goals 
percentage of 98.3 in Saturday’s win over the New York Rangers. His 
advanced stats were not as stellar the next night in Columbus, but he 
made a game-changing play in the third period, plucking a puck off his 
goal line to keep the Penguins in it. 

“The spot he’s been in this year is really tough and I think he’s done an 
unbelievable job stepping in and looking like he hasn’t missed a beat,” 
Rodrigues said. 

Friedman has wanted more but has accepted his reserve role like a 
champ. 

That doesn’t mean he did it with a smile. After all, he’s an ornery 
Friedman. 

On one December night in Seattle, a hurricane blew through the press 
box. 

When he walked in, Friedman yelled to get the attention of a team staffer, 
startling several reporters. He grumbled about how Climate Pledge 
Arena, an eco-friendly building, didn’t have a paper cup for his popcorn. 
At one point, he offered a concise, profane assessment of the Kraken. 
And that was just the first hour. 

Believe it or not, his father believes he has actually mellowed out this 
year. 

“The irony is that not playing has actually had a serendipitous impact on 
his personality,” he said. “As opposed to being whiny or pricklier, he’s 
actually done the opposite. He’s embraced it and he’s actually really 
been a good pro because he had to be. This has been the biggest 
development year of his life so far.” 

Friedman simply shrugged Tuesday when asked about how he is 
perceived. 

“What you see is what you get, on and off the ice. I don’t know. I’m kind 
of just a goofy guy. On the ice, I like to joke around. Off the ice, I’m pretty 
much the same. I’ve grown up a little bit,” he said, smirking. “I’m not 
going to say a lot.” 
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Penguins Relying on the Power Play; the Good…and Bad 

 

Published 10 hours ago on March 2, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have 15 even-strength five-on-five goals in the 
last 10 games. Somewhat remarkably, those same Penguins are 6-3-1 in 
those 10 games and have feasted on power play opportunities. 

Evgeni Malkin buried the game’s only goal and game-winner last 
Saturday in the Penguins’ 1-0 win over the New York Rangers. On 
Sunday, Malkin scored the game-tying goal on the advantage in the 3-2 
Penguins win. 

Malkin scored the Penguins’ only goal in the 6-1 drubbing by the New 
Jersey Devils–you guessed it–on the power play. On the power play, 
Evan Rodrigues scored the third goal in the Penguins’ 4-3 loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes (assisted by Malkin). 

That’s four of the Penguins’ last eight goals in total. 

Is that bad? 

“I don’t think so. Obviously, we rely on it because we have elite players 
that play on it, and it’s a great situation for a team to either give 
momentum or grab the lead,” Letang countered. “So, of course, we rely 
on it, and we take pride in being really good on it. But I don’t think it 
should affect our play five on five, that’s for sure.” 

This was the debate you and I had when Phil Kessel was “transforming” 
the Penguins after their Stanley Cup wins. I said it’s bad. Many of you 
said–Shut up, leave Britney Kessel alone! 

Letang’s response made sense in real-time, but it reads differently than I 
initially interpreted it. Letang did, a matter of factly, say the Penguins rely 
on the power play–because it is so good. 

Many of you also said it’s a goal, and it doesn’t matter how it’s scored. It 
must be noted before I go “Leroy Jenkins” on the argument teams don’t 
get power-play chances in the playoffs. Did you see the slog that was the 
2021 playoffs? The Montreal Canadiens and New York Islanders could 
have performed in the Sea World water-skiing show. 

Where’s the secondary scoring? Jeff Carter has one goal in 14 games 
and just four in 2022. Kasperi Kapanen has had such a rough go that we 
made a specific point to praise his strong performance against 
Columbus. He hasn’t scored a goal since Jan. 23 and has just two goals 
in 2022. 

“It’s not a case of a lack of opportunities. And we track that stuff in detail. 
So if it were (lack of detail), this would be a very different conversation. 
So we’re confident that if we continue to get the looks that we’re getting, 
the opportunities, we will score goals,” head coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“And so really, at the end of the day, all you can control is the process.” 

Continuing the dry spells, Evan Rodrigues has one goal in his last 22 
games. Brock McGinn, who has also been thrust into a top-nine role, has 
one goal in 20 games. Danton Heinen has two goals (both scored in one 
game) in his last 19 games. 

From the Penguins’ current middle-six, excluding Evgeni Malkin, that’s a 
total of 10 goals in the last 22 games. 

But the bigger picture isn’t the lack of scoring in the middle-six. For 
several years, dependence on the power play has permeated the healthy 
Pittsburgh Penguins roster. The battered and bruised lineup had a 
terrible power play and won 10 games in a row. The healthy lineup 
decidedly has not. 

Letang gave a slight smirk–how could scoring be a bad thing? Sullivan 
gave a more nuanced rebuttal that makes sense. 
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“I don’t think so. I think, if anything, the power-play success fuels 
confidence in all those guys. Usually, when the power play has success, 
it bleeds into the five on 5v5. That’s been my experience,” Sullivan said. 

How can a goal be a poison pill? When the power play takes the place of 
all of the other things teams must do to score goals, control games, and 
win. 

Sullivan and Letang rejected the idea and made a good case. 

It’s a good thing the Pittsburgh Penguins scoffed, but at some point, the 
secondary scoring has to kick in because the power play won’t click at 
28% in the NHL playoffs. 
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‘That Noise Has Been in My Ear for 8 Years,’ Letang Dismisses Montreal 
Rumors 

 

Published 15 hours ago on March 2, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

New day, same stuff. Pittsburgh Penguins top defenseman Kris Letang 
does not have a contract beyond this season with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, the only team he’s known in his 16 year NHL career. The 
contract was supposed to be done by now, and Letang’s Penguins future 
secure. 

Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, and Letang were supposed to ride into 
the sunset together. 

That was the top priority per GM Ron Hextall last summer. 

But a new administration, a new owner, and an evolving situation have 
clouded the future. 

Here we are, nearly spring, and there has been no tangible progress on 
Letang’s new contract. Consequently, the chatter is growing in Montreal. 
Pierre LeBrun of TSN reported that Letang’s hometown team, the 
Montreal Canadiens, are eying one or more free-agent splashes this 
summer. The Canadiens brass wants veterans to shepherd the herd of 
young players coming and win games. 

It’s an out-of-the-box rebuild in Montreal, who could target the French-
speaking Letang, who checks all boxes for being a star in Montreal and a 
leader in the locker room. 

Oh, and Letang’s agent, Kent Hughes, recently left that business to 
become the Canadiens GM. 

Yeah, cue the Montreal Canadiens rumors. The NHL trade rumors are 
gone, now it’s about next year, and they’re getting loud. Letang was 
formerly one of the more sensitive players and knew all about the public 
discourse. The older, mature Letang laughed as he glided past the issue 
of his future when PHN asked about the noise. 

“That noise been in my ear for eight years, so it doesn’t really matter. 
You know, at the end of the day, I’m like, 34-years old. I’ve been through 
those things. It doesn’t really bother me anymore,” Letang laughed. 
“Whatever happens, happens. You know, it’s out of my control for right 
now. And I just want to focus on what’s important-that’s our team this 
year and trying to win a championship.” 

“And that’s it.” 

Kris Letang Production 

Letang has been a points machine this season. In 51 games, he’s 
popped 48 points (6-42-48). He’s among the top five or six defensemen 
in scoring and having one of his finest seasons. He won’t garner much 
Norris conversation because the kids Cale Makar and Adam Fox are 
soaking up the attention, but Letang is quietly pushing the Penguins 
forward. 

He’s only five points behind Jake Guentzel for the team lead in points, 
and perhaps more importantly, 30 of his points have been at even 
strength. He’s not padding the stats with power-play markers. 

“I think Tanger is just an elite player and has played that way for my 
whole time here in Pittsburgh and beyond … I think when he’s at his 
best, he takes what the game gives him, and he just has such great 
instincts, and he’s just a terrific athlete,” head coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“His skating ability is his mobility, his ability to see the ice and jump into 
the offense at different (times) when the windows of opportunity present 
themselves. I think that’s what makes Tanger elite.” 

It probably won’t quiet the rumors in Montreal or around the league. That 
won’t happen until we have tangible evidence of contract talks and 
progress. 

There are two top-pairing right-side defensemen about to hit the NHL 
free-agent market. John Klingberg (DAL) and Letang. After that, there is 
a steep drop. In January, Kris Letang told us he wanted to play until he’s 
40 or beyond. In French, he joked with the Montreal media that he 
wanted to play until 45. 

Perhaps Letang, Sidney Crosby, and Jaromir Jagr can all retire in 10 
years. 
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Colin Blackwell puts in the effort to help Kraken beat Predators, snap 7-
game losing streak 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

This being their final home game for two weeks, it’s possible some 
Kraken players on the ice Wednesday night won’t be back here for the 
team’s return. 

The March 21 trade deadline is inching closer and general manager Ron 
Francis let it be known this week he’ll be shopping guys in hopes of 
securing draft picks or prospects. An obvious message leading into the 
team’s 4-3 victory over the Nashville Predators is that anybody wanting 
to stick around had best start giving him a reason to keep them. 

Colin Blackwell decided this game by scoring what might have been the 
team’s best second-effort goal of the year, taking three or four whacks at 
a loose puck in front of Juuse Saros and finally jamming it home when 
everyone else thought it was frozen. The short-handed goal at 3:19 of the 
final period put the Kraken ahead to stay on an entertaining night of 
action when no lead was ever really safe.  

“That one definitely sticks out there for this year,” Blackwell said after his 
team’s first home victory since Jan. 23. “It felt really good and I felt like 
we just had a heck of a team win tonight. Everybody played really well 
from top to bottom. Goaltending, D, boards. And I know when we play 
like that, we’re hard to beat.” 

Had the Kraken played like that more consistently. Francis might not be 
in sell-mode heading into this month’s deadline. The game actually 
began like too many others during the Kraken’s losing streak, finally 
snapped at seven games. They played things tight but fell behind by a 
couple early in the second period and appeared as if they’d struggle to 
find the net once more.  
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“I don’t think our guys have packed it in once the whole year,” Kraken 
coach Dave Hakstol would say afterwards. 

And this time, they were rewarded. 

In the type of outburst Kraken fans have waited for all season, Alex 
Wennberg, Calle Jarnkrok and Yanni Gourde scored three goals just 
2:39 apart to turn that deficit into a sudden lead. 

The announced crowd of 17,151 at Climate Pledge Arena seemed 
incredulous as Gourde’s goal on a bang-bang pass to the slot from 
Blackwell found the net behind Saros. The Kraken had gone five straight 
games without scoring more than twice, so seeing them pop a trio in the 
time it typically takes to sing a dramatic version of the national anthem 
was a rare sight indeed. 

Wennberg’s goal was key, coming just 28 seconds after Matt Duchene 
scored his first of two on the night to put Nashville up by a pair. Marcus 
Johansson, one of the Kraken veterans that could be moved in a 
deadline deal, worked the puck toward the net then slid a pass to 
Wennberg at the doorstep for an easy tap-in. 

“I feel like it was great for us to come back and have that push,” 
Wennberg said. “I mean, you see a team after one good play, the other 
line comes in afterwards and you’re feeding off each other. That’s how a 
good team works and how you’ll be successful in this league.” 

Wennberg had gone 19 games without scoring, his most recent goal 
coming Jan. 13 in St. Louis. As for Johansson, one of a handful of 
veterans not under contract for next season and an obvious deal 
candidate for Francis, he insisted Wednesday morning he wasn’t paying 
attention to rumors. 

“There’s nothing that we can control,” Johansson said. “We just go out 
and play and if it happens, it happens. But I don’t even look at it. I try to 
focus on the game and not let that affect me in any way.” 

Johansson was asked by a media member whether he wants to stay. “I 
have not given it a lot of thought,” he said. “But I love it here. It’s a great 
city and the fans are unbelievable. We have everything we could ask for 
here, it’s been a lot of fun so far, so yeah I love it here.” 

Jarnkrok is another veteran that could garner interest from playoff teams 
at the deadline. His tying goal, just 1:35 after Wennberg’s, came in 
typical fashion by moving in close and one-timing a pass out front.  

In fact, all four of the Kraken goals came off hard work and players going 
for the net. And it help offset a Nashville start that saw Philip Tomasino 
open the scoring at 13:13 of the opening period, getting two cracks at the 
puck in front of Chris Driedger and putting the second one in. 

Duchene would score on the power play from the left circle in the second 
period. And then, after the quick flurry of Kraken goals, Duchene scored 
again to tie it 3-3 before the period ended. 

Driedger had failed to play a puck off the end boards and it came out 
front when Duchene easily backhanded it into a partially-vacated net. 
That left it to Blackwell to deliver in the third after Gourde stole a puck 
behind the net and sent it out front. 

Blackwell kept jamming away after an initial Saros save. Then, just as it 
appeared the whistle would blow, he took one final stab and the puck 
banked in off the goalie’s leg. 

“I think we’ve been putting a lot of pressure on teams on the forecheck,” 
Blackwell said. “And that’s when we get them to cough pucks up and 
stuff like that … we’re a hard team to beat. “ 
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Kraken invites Ukranian singer to sing his national anthem before game 
vs. Nashville 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

Ukrainian singer Roman Vashchuk had been in Seattle preparing to head 
home to Kyiv last week after a two-month American tour when he 
contracted COVID-19. 

The bout was a dangerous one, leaving him hospitalized with a mild 
stroke. In the meantime, Russia invaded his homeland and forced his 
wife, Rosalia, two daughters and a son — ages 10, 7 and 2 — to flee 
across the border to a refugee camp in Poland.  

“It was really scary for me because I didn’t know what was going on over 
there with them,” Vashchuk, 44, said Wednesday night, standing in a 
dressing room at Climate Pledge Arena, where, after hearing of his 
plight, he’d been invited by the Kraken to sing the Ukrainian national 
anthem before their home game against the Nashville Predators. 

Before his performance, Vashchuk detailed his nightmarish past two 
weeks. He was accompanied by his friend Sergiy Baydyuk, a pastor from 
Kyiv who’d traveled with Vashchuk to church ministries in various states 
where he sang holiday songs starting just before Christmas. 

The threat of war lingered as Vashchuk prepared to fly back home from 
Seattle. Then, COVID-19 struck and Vashchuk was rushed to a hospital 
emergency room, where he remained most of last week. Once he 
recovered, a cardiologist that examined him prohibited Vashchuk from 
flying until his heart was stronger. He’ll see the doctor again on Friday 
and hopes to be cleared. 

He and Baydyuk showed smartphone photos of the devastation sent 
them by friends from the Ukraine. “This is what we’re seeing over there,” 
Vashchuk said. “But there’s nothing I can do from over here.” 

Baydyuk said: “The world has to see this and know what’s happening.” 

Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke came into the dressing room to greet 
Vashchuk, thank him for agreeing to sing and wish him luck in getting 
back home. Then, Leiweke told the men to follow him out, led them down 
some corridors, then a dark tunnel before they emerged at the Kraken’s 
bench. 

The Kraken were on the ice doing warm-ups as Vashchuk and his friend 
stood in coach Dave Hakstol’s typical position behind the bench watching 
wide-eyed. Then, Leiweke motioned for starting goalie Chris Dreidger to 
skate over and he greeted Vashchuk and posed for photos with him.  

They remained on the Kraken’s bench the rest of the warm-up before 
heading inside. “Thank you so much,” Vashchuk told Leiweke. 

Back in his dressing room, Vashchuk again turned serious as he 
prepared to head out to sing. 

“This is very important,” he said. “I want to send encouragement to my 
country. And I’m a Christian. I pray for Ukraine. I pray for the United 
States, too, because there’s been a lot of help and support coming from 
here to my country. God Bless America.”  

Minutes later, Vashchuk walked onto a red carpet covering the ice. The 
public address announcer introduced him to the crowd of 17,151, telling 
fans the Kraken stand behind the Ukrainian people and condemn the 
Russian invasion. The crowd gave him a loud ovation before and after 
he’d belted out his rousing rendition. 

Later, Vashchuk’s performance done, he and Baydyuk accompanied 
Leiweke to a suite, where they met Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell and 
Consul of Ukraine Valeriy Goloborodko. 

The Kraken also announced that their One Roof Foundation will donate a 
portion of proceeds from Wednesday’s Anchor Auction to USA for 
UNHCR — the United Nations refugee agency helping the people of 
Ukraine.  

Vashchuk’s family are some of those refugees being helped. “I pray that 
they are going to be OK,” he said.  

It’s Seattle Kraken Day 

The number 32 has held significance for the Kraken long before this 
expansion season got underway. 
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It starts with the 32,000 fans putting down Kraken season ticket deposits 
in just more than a day’s time in March 2018. And the fact those deposits 
helped lead to the team being approved as the NHL’s 32nd franchise in a 
board of governors vote nine months later. 

To honor that, the team chose Wednesday — the third month and 
second day — to honor the No. 32 on its first “Kraken Day” celebrating 
the franchise’s arrival. Seattle Mayor Harrell was on hand at the Kraken 
Community Iceplex to issue an official proclamation declaring 
Wednesday “Seattle Kraken Day” across the city. 

“When we look at what the Kraken organization has done, we’ve made 
history,” Harrell said. “And it’s very important that you young folks learned 
a lesson. We all learned a lesson too. Sometimes, it’s not whether you 
win or lose in a game, it’s what? It’s how you play the game.” 

Harrell praised the Kraken and the Oak View Group for spending nearly 
$200 million on women and minority owned contractors in building 
Climate Pledge Arena and the Community Iceplex. The city and OVG 
partnered in the arena, which was rebuilt for $1.15 billion using 
completely private funding.  

The mayor also lauded the franchise for bringing hope to the community 
and sports fans during two years of a coronavirus pandemic that’s killed 
900,000 people nationwide. 

“It gives us something to look forward to,” Harrell said. 

Kraken CEO Leiweke noted it was four years to the day when the last of 
the 32,000 ticket deposits was collected. “It gave life to so many dreams,” 
he said. “Those fans gave life not just to the Seattle Kraken, but they truly 
gave life to the arena.” 

Leiweke added that more than 1 million people are projected to pass 
through the Community Iceplex and take part in its public programs by 
the end of its first year next September.   

Note 

The Kraken on Tuesday signed free-agent forward Tye Kartye, 20, to a 
three-year entry level contract. Kartye participated in the team’s training 
camp last September, then notched 58 points in 45 games for the Soo 
Greyhounds of the Ontario Hockey League. Kartye is expected to provide 
AHL depth next season. 
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Seattle Kraken snap 7-game skid with 4-3 win over Predators 

 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

SEATTLE (AP) — Colin Blackwell scored the go-ahead, short-handed 
goal in the third period and the Seattle Kraken snapped a seven-game 
losing streak with a 4-3 victory against the Nashville Predators on 
Wednesday night. 

Seattle Kraken 4, Predators 3: Box Score 

Blackwell’s goal came a little more than three minutes into the third, and 
was the first short-handed tally of his career. 

Colin Blackwell was absolutely fired up after that one   
pic.twitter.com/m6ZJs74IeJ 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) March 3, 2022 

Blackwell also had an assist during a second-period scoring binge for the 
Kraken as Alex Wennberg, Calle Jarnkrok and Yanni Gourde had goals 
in a span of 2 minutes, 39 seconds. It was the fastest three-goal span for 
the first-year franchise. 

Chris Driedger had 19 saves for his fifth win for Seattle, which trailed 2-0 
before its big second period. 

Matt Duchene had two goals for Nashville, Philip Tomasino also scored, 
and Roman Josi had two assists, giving him 500 points for his career. 
Juuse Saros stopped 27 shots. 

After a relatively quiet first period during which Nashville took a 1-0 lead, 
the second featured a flurry of offense from both teams. 

Nashville took a 2-0 lead with 13:06 to go in the second period on a 
power-play goal by Duchene. 

It took only 29 seconds for Seattle to answer. On a rush up ice, Marcus 
Johansson’s cross-ice pass gave Wennberg an easy score. 

Wenny Wednesdays are our fave days, tbh. 

    pic.twitter.com/L272GY6PNc 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) March 3, 2022 

Just a minute and a half later, Jarnkrok tied the game at 2 as Jordan 
Eberle’s pass from just behind the net found Jarnkrok at the top of the 
crease. 

it's revenge goal szn, bby.   

we *luv* a good calle tally pic.twitter.com/XjO4eovX9c 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) March 3, 2022 

It took one more minute for the Kraken to take their first lead of the game 
as Gourde flipped it in on another rush up ice after a nice assist from 
Blackwell. 

blackwell with an *unreal* pass 

gourdo with *le but magnifique* pic.twitter.com/xGxSoqLlua 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) March 3, 2022 

Duchene tied it with about 5 ½ minutes left in the period with his second 
goal, a shot on an open net as Driedger was caught out of position. 

The Predators opened the scoring with 6:47 left in the first. Michael 
McCarron’s pass from behind the net found Tomasino at the top of the 
crease for a 1-0 lead. 

NOTES 

Josi reached 500 points in 732 games, the fifth-fastest defenseman in the 
last 25 years. He’s also the fifth defenseman from the 2008 draft to reach 
the mark, the most of any draft class in history. … The Predators 
reassigned D Matt Tennyson to Milwaukee of the American Hockey 
League on Tuesday. … Jarnkrok is the fourth Seattle player to score 
against the team he was selected from in the Kraken’s expansion draft. 
… The Kraken’s last win came on Feb. 11 at Anaheim. 

FOR UKRAINE 

The Kraken invited Ukrainian-born singer Roman Vashchuk to sing his 
country’s national anthem before the game. The team also announced 
the One Roof Foundation — the philanthropic arm of the Kraken and 
Climate Pledge Arena — was donating a portion of the night’s proceeds 
to USA for UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, which is supporting the 
people of Ukraine. 

UP NEXT 

Nashville: Plays at San Jose on Saturday. 

Seattle: Travels to play the Capitals on Saturday. 

MYNORTHWEST.COM LOADED: 03.03.2022 

1199394 Websites 

 

Down Goes Brown: Every 10-game win streak of the cap era, ranked 
from least to most fake 

 

Sean McIndoe 
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Last week, the Calgary Flames lost a game to the Vancouver Canucks. 
That wouldn’t usually feel all that newsworthy. But this time it did, 
because the loss snapped the Flames’ 10-game winning streak. 

Those streaks are rare, although not as rare as you might think. There 
have been three this year — the Flames, plus the Penguins and 
Avalanche. There’s been at least one win streak of 10 games or longer in 
every season of the cap era, with the exception of 2014-2015. In all, the 
list of 10-plus win streaks in NHL history sits at 59, with the cap (and 
shootout) era accounting for 33 of them. 

And let’s just say they’re not all created equal. 

That’s the thing about long win streaks. Sometimes, they’re an absolute 
show of force by a truly superior team exerting its dominance over an 
outclassed league for weeks on end. And sometimes, if we’re being 
completely honest, it’s just a mediocre team (or worse) that goes on a 
fluke run. A goalie gets hot, the bounces all go one way, and next thing 
you know a team looks unbeatable. But it doesn’t last, and by the end of 
the season you’re left wondering how these scrubs managed to string 
together that many wins. 

Today, we’re going to rank all 30 cap-era streaks from past seasons, 
going from the least to the most fake. (Sorry, Flames, Pens and Avs fans, 
we won’t know how this year’s streaks rank until a few months from now.) 
There’s no set criteria, but basically we’re using the power of hindsight to 
see which teams that ran off a long win streak turned out to be worthy, 
and which ones didn’t quite. 

Every long win streak in our current era is at least a little fake because of 
runaway parity and at least a little real because wins are still wins, but 
that doesn’t mean some can’t turn out to be more real than others. Let’s 
do this, starting with the teams that won a lot of games because they 
were actually good … 

30 and #29 (tie): Tampa Bay Lightning and Tampa Bay Lightning, 2019-
20 

The team: While it may be hard to remember now, the Lightning 
struggled through the first two months of the season. Coming off their 
shocking loss in the first round in 2019, they won just 17 of their first 34 
games in 2019-20. 

The streak: The Lightning kicked off what would become a 10-game win 
streak on December 23; the stretch ran through January 11. They took a 
quick break to remember what losing felt like, didn’t like it, and then won 
11 straight from January 29 through February 17. 

But then: After the COVID-19 pause, they came back in the bubble and 
won the Stanley Cup. 

Fake factor: Two streaks in the same season that ends in a 
championship is about as un-fake as they come. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks, 2012-13 

The team: Coming out of the lockout, the Blackhawks started the year 
10-0-3. Then they somehow got better. 

The streak: From February 15 through March 6, the Hawks won 11 
straight, running their points streak to 24 games. 

But then: When they lost 6-2 to the Avalanche on March 8, it was their 
first regulation loss in a regular-season game in almost a full calendar 
year. Then they went out and won the Stanley Cup. 

Fake factor: Everything about a lockout season is a tiny bit fake, but this 
team was unstoppable. 

27. St. Louis Blues, 2018-19 

The team: Halfway through the season, they were in dead last in the 
league. You may have heard the rest of the story. 

The streak: From January 23 to February 19, the Blues ran off 11 straight 
wins. At one point they also had three straight shutouts, just to show off. 

But then: They slowed up a bit down the stretch, including losing five of 
seven at one point. But I hear that the playoffs went pretty well. 

Fake factor: This is the streak that every mediocre team dreams of — the 
one that sure seems fake at the time, but turns out to be a legitimate Cup 
contender in hiding, revealing itself to the world. 

26. Tampa Bay Lightning, 2018-19 

The team: This was the edition of the Lightning that went on to put up 
one of the best regular seasons ever, finishing with 62 wins. It’s actually 
kind of surprising that they only hit 10 straight once. 

The streak: Tampa ran the table from February 9 to February 27 before 
the streak was snapped by the Bruins. 

But then: They kept winning, right up until the playoffs started and they 
got swept by the Blue Jackets. 

Fake factor: People who believe that the playoffs tell us everything about 
how good a team really is will tell you this team was exposed as being 
super fake. Those people are wrong, because the 2018-19 Lightning 
were absolutely one of the best teams ever and this streak wasn’t fake at 
all. 

25. Nashville Predators, 2017-18 

The team: One year removed from a trip to the Stanley Cup Final, the 
Predators were sitting at a strong 34-14-9 in mid-February. 

The streak: From February 19 through March 8, the Predators won 10 
straight. 

But then: They lost to the Devils in a shootout, which barely counts, then 
won four more. They’d end up winning the Presidents’ Trophy with 117 
points, but lost in the second round of the playoffs. 

Fake factor: Barely fake. They didn’t go deep, but this team was very 
good. 

24. Pittsburgh Penguins, 2012-13 

The team: A good one that had already won 10 straight in each of the 
two previous years, as we’ll see in a bit. 

The streak: A wild 7-6 overtime win in Montreal on March 2 kicked off a 
15-game win streak that lasted until a loss to the Sabres on April 2. 

But then: They lost their next game too before reeling off another seven 
straight wins. They finished with the second-best record in the league, 
trailing only that Blackhawks team we’ve already met. But they were 
swept by the Bruins in the conference finals. 

Fake factor: Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin in their primes, plus some 
kid named Jarome Iginla arriving midway through the streak. Not all that 
fake, thanks. 

23. Buffalo Sabres, 2006-07 

The team: The Drury/Briere/Vanek/Miller-era Sabres had been to the 
conference finals the year before. 

The streak: They didn’t waste any time, becoming just the second team 
in NHL history to start a season 10-0-0. The streak ended in a shootout 
loss to the Thrashers. 

But then: They never really slowed down, racking up 113 points and the 
franchise’s first Presidents’ Trophy before heading back to the 
conference finals, where they faced the Senators. Please don’t ask how 
that series and/or the subsequent offseason and/or the 15 years since 
have gone. 

Fake factor: Not very fake, although three of their first four wins came in 
shootouts so it’s still not as impressive as that other team that started 10-
0-0, whoever that was. 

22. Boston Bruins 2011-12 

The team: A year after winning the Cup, the Bruins dropped two straight 
to the Habs to run their early record to a disastrous 3-7-0. These guys 
stink! 

The streak: From November 1 through November 21, the Bruins won 12 
straight. OK, maybe they’re still good. 
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But then: They lost the streak to a shootout, then won four more, and had 
a seven-game streak shortly after. They faded a bit after that, but still 
finished with 102 points before being upset by the Caps in the first round. 

Fake factor: This is the forgotten team between the 2011 Cup and the 
2013 near-miss, but they were still pretty good. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets, 2016-17 

The team: A team that had never won a playoff round and had missed 
the playoffs in six of the last seven years, the Blue Jackets were a 
respectable 11-5-4 late in November. 

The streak: From November 29 through January 3, the Blue Jackets won 
16 straight games. Yes, 16. That included a remarkable matchup pitting a 
Wild team that had a 12-game streak against the Blue Jackets with a 14-
gamer, the first time in NHL history that two teams that hot had met. 
Columbus won. 

It wound up being the longest streak of the cap era, and second-longest 
in the history of the NHL; the dynasty Habs, Islanders and Oilers never 
got to 16 straight wins. The Blue Jackets’ magical run finally ended when 
a 5-0 loss to the Capitals left them one short of matching the 1992-93 
Penguins. That was my fault, I jinxed them. 

But then: The Blue Jackets finished with 108 points, the best record in 
franchise history, before losing in the first round to the Penguins. 

Fake factor: I’ll be honest, going into this I assumed this streak would 
turn out to be extremely fake. I mean, it’s the Blue Jackets. But 16 wins is 
no joke, and even if you subtract this entire streak from their season this 
was still a winning team. And they had to beat the Wild in that streak 
showdown game. Even with the inevitable playoff disappointment, this 
one turns out to be not as fake as I thought. 

20 and 19 (tie). Anaheim Ducks and Boston Bruins, 2013-14 

The team: A very good Ducks team was 18-7-5 and had already had a 
seven-game and a five-game streak after two months. Meanwhile, a 
season after a heartbreaking loss in the Final, the Bruins were back and 
rolling over the league. 

The streak: From December 6 to December 28, the Ducks won 10 
straight, half of them by a 3-2 final and three more by 5-2. The Bruins 
thought that looked fun, so from March 2 through March 22 they won 12 
straight while outscoring their opponents 47-17. 

But then: The two teams would end up on top of the league, with the 
Bruins racking up 117 points to win the Presidents’ Trophy and the Ducks 
finishing one point back. Then both teams ended up losing a Game 7 to a 
rival in the second round, with Anaheim losing to the Kings and the 
Bruins losing to the Habs. 

Fake factor: Minimal. Playoff frustration aside, these teams were really 
good. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights, 2020-21 

The team: Dude it was a year ago, if you don’t remember then I can’t 
help you. 

The streak: The Knights won 10 straight from April 9 through April 28. 

But then: The Golden Knights finished tied with the Avalanche for the 
best record in the league and won two playoff rounds. 

Fake factor: The Knights are good, and the only reason it took this long 
to get to this one is because everything about the weird 2020-21 was at 
least 50 percent fake, and the Knights spent the first nine games beating 
up the four West Division teams that didn’t make the playoffs. (They did 
beat the Avs for the last win, before getting shut out by the Coyotes one 
night later because hockey.) 

17. Washington Capitals, 2009-10 

The team: Oh, Caps fans know the one. 

The streak: After putting up a pair of six-game streaks earlier in the year, 
the Capitals levelled up and won 14 straight from January 13 to February 
7. Of note, the streak started in a shootout and ended in overtime, but the 
middle dozen games all came in regulation. The Caps averaged 4.85 

goals per game during the streak. Man, as long as they don’t run into a 
crazy hot goalie in the playoffs, these guys are unstoppable. 

But then: Oops. 

Fake factor: You’ve already seen my stance on great teams that lose in 
the first round, so I won’t rank this one all that high. But yeah, unlike the 
Lightning, this team had to wait a while for vindication. 

16. New Jersey Devils, 2005-06 

The team: After a lacklustre 16-18-5 start, the Devils did the whole “new 
year new us” thing once the calendar flipped to 2006, winning nine 
straight to start January. Then they figured they could top that. 

The streak: After a 4-3 loss to the Leafs on March 26, the Devils won 
their last 11 games of the season. 

But then: They kept winning in the playoffs, taking four straight from the 
Rangers in Round 1. Then they ran into the Hurricanes, who knocked 
them off in five games. 

Fake factor: Everything about that 2005-06 post-lockout season was 
weird, but this was a good Devils team. 

15. Minnesota Wild, 2016-17 

The team: The Bruce Boudreau era was off to a shaky start, with the Wild 
sitting at 11-8-4 on December 3. 

The streak: From December 4 through December 29, the Wild ran off a 
dozen straight wins. 

But then: The streak ended against the Blue Jackets in that epic streak-
vs-streak matchup we mentioned up above, but the Wild stayed hot by 
winning seven of their next nine, and finished the year with 106 points. 

Fake factor: They lost in the first round, so it was a bit fake, but not a ton. 
Also, like everything in the pre-Kaprizov history of the Wild, you have 
absolutely no recollection of any of this happening. 

14. New York Islanders, 2019-20 

The team: Year 2 of the Barry Trotz era started with a lacklustre 1-3-0 
opening week, and we wondered if the Islanders were going to be as bad 
as we all thought they’d be the year before. 

The streak: The Islanders won their next 10, stretching from October 12 
to November 5. In true Trotz form, they gave up two goals or fewer in 
nine of the games. 

But then: After losing in overtime to the Penguins to snap the streak, the 
Islanders won five more in a row to bring their record to 16-3-1. They 
were under .500 the rest of the way, including a seven-game losing 
streak that was in progress when the regular season was cut short by 
COVID-19. But with lots of us counting them out, they woke up in the 
bubble and went to the conference final. 

Fake factor: The win streak inflated their record and the COVID-19 pause 
probably saved their season, but the playoff run helps their credibility. 

13. San Jose Sharks, 2007-08 

The team: A team that had been in the mix for years was stumbling in the 
second half, losing five straight in February. 

The streak: Immediately after that streak, the Sharks tore off 11 straight 
wins from February 21 to March 14. 

But then: It was fine. After the streak was snapped by the Coyotes in 
overtime, the Sharks won seven of 10 to finish with 108 points and then 
won a round before losing the Stars. 

Fake factor: Decent, although it’s the Sharks, so winning a lot of game 
but not making a deep playoff run doesn’t feel all that fake at all. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins, 2011-12 

The team: The Penguins were having a weird year, one that already 
included a six-game losing streak and an eight-game win streak. 
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The streak: From February 21 through March 17, the Pens won 11 
straight. They did most of it without an injured Sidney Crosby, who only 
returned in time for the last two games of the streak. 

But then: An OT loss to the Flyers snapped the streak, and that same 
team would upset the Penguins in the first round in one of the wildest 
series ever. 

Fake factor: The fake factor wasn’t especially high, although the weird 
factor inarguably was. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins, 2010-11 

The team: Great, these guys again. We get it, Pittsburgh, your hockey 
team is always good. This edition of the team had a 23-year-old Crosby 
at the height of his powers. What could go wrong? 

The streak: A November 17 win over the Canucks kicked off a 12-game 
win streak that ran until a loss to (who else?) the Flyers on December 14. 

But then: The Pens cooled off, winning four of eight to take them to their 
New Year’s Day showdown with the Capitals at the Winter Classic. You 
remember that one. 

Fake factor: It’s a tough one to judge. The streak itself wasn’t all that 
fake, but the Crosby injury meant that this Penguins team didn’t come 
close to living up to the expectations their win streak created. 

10. Chicago Blackhawks, 2015-16 

The team: Coming off yet another Cup win, the Hawks were solidly in the 
mix coming out of the Christmas break. 

The streak: From December 29 through January 19, Chicago won 12 
straight, outscoring teams 47-22. We all shrugged and went “Yep, they’re 
winning it all again this year.” 

But then: They went just 15-12-5 the rest of the way, then lost to the 
Blues in seven in the opening round. 

Fake factor: At the time, it didn’t feel remotely fake. Six years and not one 
trip to the second round later, it now feels like the last great flex of a mini-
dynasty that was already over. 

9. Boston Bruins, 2008-09 

The team: The Bruins were already rolling at 19-5-4 by mid-December. 

The streak: They peeled off 10 straight wins from December 12 to 
January 1, scoring 46 goals along the way. 

But then: They cooled off, but only a little, and finished the year with 116 
points. They swept Montreal in the first round, but then were upset by the 
Hurricanes in seven. 

Fake factor: The problem here is that three of the 10 wins, including the 
first two, came against the Atlanta Thrashers, and that’s not even a real 
team. Fake! 

8. Colorado Avalanche, 2017-18 

The team: One year after being the worst team in the league (and one of 
the very worst of the cap era), the Avs were scraping along fake .500, 
sitting at 17-16-3 after the Christmas break. 

The streak: From December 29 through January 22, the Avs won 10 
straight. 

But then: They went back to being mediocre, losing three straight, six of 
eight and 10 of 15. But the streak was enough to bump them into a 
surprise playoff spot. 

Fake factor: Reasonably fake for that season, although it turned out to be 
our first signal that a young team was turning the corner and was ready 
to contend. 

7. Anaheim Ducks, 2015-16 

The team: Coming off a trip to the conference finals in 2015, the Ducks 
had stumbled around at fake .500 for most of the first half. 

The streak: From February 13 to March 5, the Ducks won 11 straight 
before finally losing to the Caps in a shootout. 

But then: They went back to looking ordinary, winning nine of their last 
18, and then lost to the Predators in the first round to spell the end of 
Boudreau in Anaheim. 

Fake factor: This feels like a classic fake streak, where a few hot weeks 
turn an otherwise .500 team into a 100-point contender. Just don’t forget 
that some of those Boudreau-era Ducks teams were legitimately good. 

6. Ottawa Senators, 2009-10 

The team: This was the year of the controversial Dany Heatley trade, but 
it was still a pretty solid team, one that had Daniel Alfredsson and Jason 
Spezza, plus Alex Kovalev for some reason. 

The streak: Fresh on the heels of a five-game losing streak, the Senators 
rolled off 11 straight wins from January 14 to February 4. 

But then: They lost 5-0 to the Maple Leafs to end the streak, in a game 
best remembered for Luke Schenn’s only career slapshot. The Sens’ 
post-streak record was a pedestrian 11-11-2, and they lost in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

Fake factor: Pretty fake. Fun fact, the next year the Senators had an 11-
game losing streak. 

5. Florida Panthers, 2015-16 

The team: A team that hadn’t won a round in 20 years was sitting at 14-
12-4 in mid-December. 

The streak: From December 15 to January 10, the Panthers reeled off 12 
straight wins. 

But then: An OT loss to the Canucks ended the streak and was the first 
of four straight losses, but they won five in a row right after that. From 
there they were about a break-even team and set a franchise record with 
103 points, but lost to the Islanders in the playoffs. Early in the next 
season, they fired Gerard Gallant, which did not work out great. 

Fake factor: Based on this one season alone, this was a decent team. 
But zoom out to include the seasons on either side of this streak, and it 
starts looking pretty fake. 

4. Columbus Blue Jackets, 2017-18 

The team: They were wobbling along at fake .500 into March. 

The streak: The Blue Jackets flipped a switch, running off 10 straight 
wins from March 4 to March 22. They came against some good teams 
too, including the Avalanche, Bruins, Sharks and Golden Knights. 

But then: The streak only got them to 97 points and they lost in the first 
round to the Capitals after blowing a 2-0 lead. Yes, that series. 

Fake factor: Only 10 wins? That barely even counts, he said, in a fun 
callback to the other Blue Jackets entry. But yeah, very fake. 

3. Calgary Flames, 2016-17 

The team: Late in the first year of the Glen Gulutzan era, the Flames 
were another fake .500 team, sitting at 29-26-4 after a late-February loss 
to the Canucks. 

The streak: From February 21 to March 13, the Flames ran off 10 straight 
wins, the last of them coming in a shootout over the defending champion 
Penguins. 

But then: The Flames ended the season by losing seven of their last 13, 
barely made the playoffs, and were swept by the Ducks. They missed the 
playoffs the next year, and Gulutzan was fired. 

Fake factor: Look away, fans of this year’s Flames, but this streak ended 
up being extremely fake. 

2. Philadelphia Flyers, 2016-17 

The team: The Flyers had been mediocre through the first quarter of the 
season, sitting at 9-10-3. 

The streak: They ran off 10 straight wins from November 27 through 
December 14. 
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But then: Once the streak ended, they immediately lost seven of eight 
and 12 of their next 15, giving back almost all the ground they’d gained. 
They ended up missing the playoffs by seven points. 

Fake factor: As we’ve seen, missing the playoffs in a season where you 
win 10 straight is really difficult. But not impossible, as these super-fake 
Flyers proved. 

1. Buffalo Sabres, 2018-19 

The team: They’re the Sabres and it’s the Pegula era, so they’re terrible. 
Except … what if they’re not? 

The streak: After starting 7-6-2, the Sabres rolled off 10 straight wins 
from November 8 to November 27. 

But then: It was the Sabres, so only very stupid people thought they were 
for real. (Fine, I thought they were for real.) Once the streak ended, they 
immediately lost five in a row and didn’t win more than two straight 
games the rest of the season. They did work in a stretch of 15 losses in 
16 down the stretch, though. They narrowly missed the playoffs by, uh, 
22 points. 

Fake factor: Also, an extraordinary seven out of their 10 wins came in 
overtime or the shootout, so this was basically the equivalent of hitting 
“heads” on a coin flip over and over. The fakest win streak in cap-era 
NHL history, and it’s not all that close. 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs’ Rielly-Sandin experiment exposed in ugly 
loss to Sabres 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Who cares if the assignment meant patrolling his weak 
side? 

Lefty Rasmus Sandin saw his name scribbled to the right of Morgan 
Rielly on the Toronto Maple Leafs’ top pairing and saw only the benefits. 

“It's a huge opportunity for me,” the 21-year-old said. “Our games could 
fit really well. He's a guy I'm looking at and trying to take a lot of stuff 
from. In that way, we can read off each other very well. We're probably 
going to know what the other guy will do with the puck and where he's 
going to go when he doesn't have it. It can be a really good pair.” 

Intriguing? Sure. 

Good? Not tonight. 

With lefthanded top-four fixture Jake Muzzin (concussion) sidelined 
indefinitely and a run of six straight games against non-playoff teams 
kicking off Toronto’s March schedule, coach Sheldon Keefe has the 
leeway and the inclination to experiment with his D pairings ahead of the 
trade deadline. 

Might as well see what you got, so you can determine what you need. 

The lefty-lefty thing didn’t exactly wow us when Keefe tried Sandin with 
Muzzin last month. And the last time Keefe tried matching Rielly with 
another offensive-minded blueliner — Tyson Barrie in 2020 — that duo 
stumbled to the point of breakup. 

Typically, “Green Light” Rielly’s most brilliant performances have come to 
the left of security blankets like Ron Hainsey and T.J. Brodie. 

Linking him with emerging talent and power-play understudy Sandin 
would give a fresh wrinkle to the back end and a new challenge for the 
confident youngster. 

"Now you've got them both and you can pair them with, say, the [Auston] 
Matthews line in offensive faceoffs and things like that,” Keefe had said 
Tuesday. “So, we're curious to see how that plays out." 

Curiosity can be risky. Ask the cat. 

The Rielly-Sandin combo played to some wholly concerning results in 
Wednesday’s ugly 5-1 loss to an offensively challenged Buffalo Sabres 
roster that pushed Toronto to the perimeter and feasted on its 
sloppiness. 

“Terrible from start to finish,” Keefe summed up, tersely. 

“Goaltender, defence, all four lines didn’t have it.” 

Responding quickly to Jacob Bryson’s opening power-play marker, 
Sandin popped open in the O-zone to convert a crisp passing sequence 
by Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting to tie the contest 1-1 in the first 
period. 

A fine start that would unravel to the point where the Maple Leafs got 
booed off Scotiabank Arena ice by their first full home crowd in 81 days. 

The Sabres regained their lead in the second when Victor Olofsson 
outmuscled Sandin for position net-front and whacked one in. 

Later in the same frame, it was Sabres leading scorer Tage Thompson 
outdueling Sandin in the slot, then firing a puck past Petr Mrazek. 

Remaining Time -2:18 

Mrazek wasn't the only reason for Maple Leafs' loss to Sabres 

Jeff Skinner burned Sandin on a solo rush in the third period and 
snapped a puck past Mrazek that essentially tucked the night away. 

“Buffalo, no disrespect or anything, but I think that’s a team we should 
beat,” said Sandin, mentioning bad bounces but owning his mistakes. 
“Simple plays that went very wrong. I need to get rid of the puck in a 
better way. 

“We can't just close our eyes and just move on to the next one. I think we 
need to look at it. We need to look what we're doing wrong.” 

Sandin and Rielly each finished dash-2. 

Yikes. 

“It's a complete mess all around him. Three forwards on ice, his partner, 
goaltender, it's not much happening there,” Keefe said. “So, let’s not just 
focus too much on Rasmus.” 

Keefe’s experiment blew up like a baking-soda-and-vinegar volcano at a 
Grade 4 science fair. 

Will the coach give the Rielly-Sandin pair another shot? 

“Probably not.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

A thought: Perhaps the rugged Ilya Lyubushkin, a natural righty, should 
get a trial with Rielly to balance out the top four with some size and net-
front nastiness. 

We certainly won’t staple the entirety of Toronto’s loss to a lesser light on 
the configuration of the defence. 

Buffalo did a fine job clogging middle ice, no Leafs forward scored, and 
the NHL’s top-rated power play extended its drought to a season-worst 
seven games. The boos and Bronx cheers felt justified. 

“When you look at the effort, it’s disappointing,” Rielly said. “Good teams 
are able to look past the standings.” 
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The Maple Leafs have an acknowledged issue of delivering substandard 
effort against opponents miles out contention, and the Sabres arrived in 
town 34 points back of their hosts. 

"We've maybe played down to their level at times," admitted Justin Holl, 
between listless losses to Montreal and Buffalo. 

"You're going to have dips in your play, and you can talk about it, but 
sometimes you need a real slap in the face to kind of get it dialed in — 
and that's how I felt about [the] Montreal game," Keefe said Wednesday 
morning. 

Whereas Keefe saw transitional breakdowns and odd-man rushes as his 
club’s undoing last week at Bell Centre, this loss had a different flavour. 

“No real urgency. No competitiveness,” Keefe said. 

“This is more a reflection of our competitiveness as a team, individually 
and collectively.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• For those jacked up about the possibility of the Maple Leafs calling 
Columbus and renting a certain legendary Leaf’s son by the trade 
deadline to complement their second line, consider this. 

Max Domi: $5.3 million cap hit, nine goals, 16 assists, 25 points, minus-1 

Alexander Kerfoot: $3.5 million cap hit, eight goals, 30 assists, 38 points, 
plus-13 

(And, yes, the Blue Jackets were among 10 teams scouting this game in-
person.) 

• John Tavares’s goal drought has stretched to 14 games and is now the 
longest since his rookie campaign (2009-10). 

• Holl, coming into this game having exploded for five points in his past 
two: “I've been making good plays, but it's probably not sustainable.” A 
self-aware chuckle. 

• Nick Robertson’s ice time shrunk to 5:28 during Monday’s win in 
Washington. He was up to 11:29 Wednesday but still lowest among all 
forwards. This begs questions. 

If the goal is to develop the 20-year-old prospect, would he not be better 
served skating in all situations in the American League? 

And if the goal is to showcase the shooter’s talents for a potential trade, 
is that being accomplished with limited fourth-line duties and no power-
play time? 

“I am happy with his attitude,” Keefe said. "I am happy with the game he 
played in Detroit. That is what made us want to keep him in the lineup 
again…. However the minutes shake out, for a young guy like him, it is 
just about soaking up the whole experience and getting a taste of the 
NHL again.” 

• Count Sabres head coach Don Granato among those who believe 
Matthews deserves votes for the Selke Trophy this season. 

"Even when he entered the league, he did have an appreciation for that 
side," noted Granato, who coached the Leafs star with the U.S. National 
Team Development Program. "I had no problem using him at the U18 
World Championship against [Patrik] Laine, [Sebastian] Aho, [Jesse] 
Puljujarvi and on and on, guys at the tournament who were prolific. 

“He wants to win. And part of winning is just shutting a guy down, and 
he's always had that. Winning a face-off has always been important to 
him. He should be talked about in that light." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Five possible trade destinations for Flyers star Claude 
Giroux 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

It’s ironic the player whose name former general manager Bobby Clarke 
forgot on stage at the 2006 NHL Draft would end up becoming one of the 
most beloved players in Philadelphia Flyers franchise history. 

That player, of course, is Claude Giroux. After being selected 22nd 
overall nearly 16 years ago, he has spent his entire NHL career in Flyers 
orange and black. 

Giroux’s time in Philly could be winding down, though, with his name 
consistently being mentioned in the churning rumour mill less than three 
weeks out from the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline. 

The 34-year-old star forward is a pending unrestricted free agent and 
Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher told reporters earlier this year that 
“everything’s on the table” in terms of what to do prior to March 21. 
Fletcher said the Flyers were “going to try to aggressively retool” and 
“look to do what we can at the trade deadline to improve this team going 
forward.” 

That includes engaging in frequent dialogue with Giroux and his agent 
Pat Brisson because the first, and ultimately most important, element of a 
possible Giroux trade is the full no-movement clause he needs to waive 
for the Flyers and another team to facilitate a deal. 

If Giroux is going to waive his NMC, he isn’t going to do it merely as a 
favour. He’ll want to join a legitimate contender to pursue his first Stanley 
Cup. 

Giroux has finished top-four in Hart Trophy voting thrice during his 14-
year NHL career and despite his production taking a dip over the past 
three seasons can come in handy down the stretch. The versatile right-
shot forward can line up on his strong side, is effective on his off-wing in 
power-play situations all the while remaining an elite faceoff man. 

If Nick Foligno garnered a first- and fourth-round pick as a coveted rental 
player at the 2021 deadline, you’d have to imagine the haul for Giroux 
would be considerably more substantial – especially if the Flyers are 
asked to retain any of Giroux’s remaining salary. His salary was a 
relatively modest $4 million this year but his cap hit is $8.275 million. 

Will a standard package of player/prospect/pick be enough to land 
perhaps the most impactful player available this year? 

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman said he has heard the Flyers are interested 
in “a prospect that’s closer to playing” as opposed to one that might not 
be NHL-ready for a few years. Friedman suggested that desire from 
Philly could actually help teams that have already traded away their 2022 
first-round picks – a couple teams below meet that criteria. 

Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli told Sportsnet he doesn’t think a potential 
Giroux trade would necessarily come down to the wire. Seravalli added 
that with the Flyers season going so poorly he feels the writing is on the 
wall, so to speak, and it’s more a matter of when Giroux will be traded 
and not if. 

Giroux is currently on track to skate in his 1,000th career NHL regular-
season game with the Flyers at home against Nashville on March 17, 
four days prior to the deadline. The Flyers also play March 18 in Ottawa 
and March 20 at home against the Islanders. 

An ideal situation for all parties, in theory at least, is if Giroux enjoys his 
silver stick moment with the Flyers at Wells Fargo Center and it doubles 
as a celebratory send-off before he joins a new team by March 21. 

If Giroux does end up waiving his no-movement clause, don’t be 
surprised if he ends up on one of these five rosters. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE 

You wouldn’t guess it simply by looking at the standings, but Buffalo is 
the only team with a worse faceoff winning percentage than Colorado this 
season. There aren’t many centres you’d rather have taking a draw for 
your team during an important moment of a game than Giroux. Patrice 
Bergeron (63.0 per cent success rate in the circle) is the only centre with 
a better faceoff winning percentage than Giroux’s 62.0 per cent success 
rate. 
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Breaking that down further: Colorado cumulatively wins 46.0 per cent of 
its draws when at even strength, 51.1 per cent with a man advantage and 
just 45.3 per cent when killing a penalty. Giroux, meanwhile, wins 60.0 
per cent at even strength, 64.5 per cent on the power play and 71.1 when 
shorthanded. 

Just imagine the additional damage a team like the Avalanche could 
inflict if they increased their time of possession simply by improving on 
the dots? 

The Avs have been the perceived favourite to land Giroux in a trade for a 
while. The team’s assistant GM Chris MacFarland attended 
Philadelphia’s game Tuesday to scout Giroux. Colorado has both their 
firsts and seconds in 2023 and 2024, which they could conceivably 
package with a prospect(s) and pick(s). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

This is a different-looking Blues roster than the one that hoisted the 
Stanley Cup three seasons ago, yet this year’s edition is also a well-
rounded bunch. The Blues can roll four lines more effectively than most 
other teams and adding Giroux would make their depth all the more 
enviable. 

Blues GM Doug Armstrong attended Philly’s game Tuesday and Giroux 
wouldn’t be a complete stranger in the St. Louis room. He was 
teammates with Brayden Schenn for six seasons in Philly and was 
coached by current Blues bench boss Craig Berube for seven – five as 
an assistant and two as head coach. 

St. Louis has a relatively standard draft stockpile save for a 2022 second-
round pick so giving up one of their quality prospects is a likely 
prerequisite. This is the type of major move the Blues might have to 
consider to compete with the Colorados of the world in the post-season. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 

“One team to watch if and when Claude Giroux talks get serious: 
Florida,” Friedman wrote in a recent 32 Thoughts column. “No 
guarantees, but it makes a lot of sense for everyone involved.” 

This is a rare all-in year for a Panthers franchise that hasn’t won a playoff 
series since its Stanley Cup Final appearance in 1996. Florida doesn’t 
have a first- or second-rounder this year so the Panthers probably would 
have to part with their 2023 or 2024 first plus players and prospects. 

Would the Flyers covet a forward like Owen Tippett as part of a 
package? The 10th-overall pick from 2017 has yet to find his scoring 
touch at the NHL level but has been a highly sought-after young player. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Tampa has won back-to-back championships but lost several key 
forwards in the off-season and may need some reinforcements at the 
deadline if it wants to become the first team since the New York Islanders 
40 years ago to win three consecutive Cups. 

The Lightning don’t have a full stockpile of draft picks with which to work. 
They lack 2022 second-, third- and fourth-round selections, and also 
traded away their 2023 second-rounder. They did have a pair of scouts at 
the most recent Flyers game. 

We know Julien BriseBois can circumvent the cap with refined skill after 
what he was able to accomplish last season. So, even though it would be 
a tough trade to pull off this year we won’t put it past the Lightning GM to 
pull off a surprise deadline blockbuster. Plus, if you’re Giroux, you’d have 
a chance to join a group of proven winners aiming to make modern 
hockey history. 

MINNESOTA WILD 

Why not add another Central Division team to the Giroux sweepstakes? 
The Wild would have an easy time slotting Giroux into their lineup since 
Minnesota has a dearth of top-level talent down the middle. Ryan 
Hartman is having a career year centring the Wild’s top trio but Giroux 
would be an upgrade over Freddy Gaudreau on the No. 2 line. The Wild 
win fewer than 49 per cent of their faceoffs at every level of the game – 
even strength, special teams and in all three zones. Minnesota currently 
has seven draft picks in each of the next three years. 

You might also hear Calgary or teams like Boston and Toronto get 
mentioned with Giroux since they are often considered buyers at the 
deadline and their GMs don’t shy away from impactful trades. Toronto 
and Boston are already two of the best faceoff teams in the league but 
any playoff-calibre team could benefit from Giroux’s other skills and 
intangibles. 

Of course, another option is Giroux ends up staying with the Flyers and 
the decision on his future is postponed until the summer. 

“Being a Flyer means a lot to Claude Giroux,” Friedman said on a recent 
32 Thoughts podcast. “Watching his family at the All-Star Game (at which 
Giroux was named MVP) and what that meant to him, I think they love it 
there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Sheldon Keefe wants Maple Leafs to respond to Tom 
Wilson and others like him 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – The manner with which the Toronto Maple Leafs 
responded to Tom Wilson in Monday’s win over the Washington Capitals 
tells fans all they need to know about how their coach wants his team to 
deal with adversity. 

Sheldon Keefe made a point to watch the scene back: Intense game tied 
up by a rallying home team in D.C. Play already whistled dead. Only six 
minutes left in regulation. And an unprovoked Wilson – the villain every 
team wants on their side – bullies John Tavares to the ice in an 
aggressive display of intimidation. 

No Leaf immediately responds to Wilson or gets in his face. The closest 
one to the incident is William Nylander, hardly a physical match for the 6-
foot-4, 220-pound scrapper. 

So, how did Keefe feel watching the replay? Would he have preferred a 
teammate to stick up for Tavares right away? 

“It can go both ways for me. I think there is a symbolic part of it, where 
you're staying together and all that. But you can say whatever you want 
to Tom Wilson – it’s not going to change a single thing about how he 
plays or what he does,” Keefe said Wednesday. “So, I don't know if it's 
worth really engaging it. 

“There's a certain number of guys that it doesn't matter. Just like, in a 
different way, it doesn't matter what you say or do to Michael Bunting – 
you're not going to change how he plays. 

“So you can pretend that it’s going to make a difference, but it's not going 
to make a difference. If I have my choice, I'd rather just keep playing. 
Play harder. Be more competitive when the puck drops.” 

Tavares did just that. 

How to watch the Maple Leafs play tonight on Sportsnet 

Teams streaking in different directions will clash Wednesday night when 
the Buffalo Sabres visit the Toronto Maple Leafs. Here's how to watch 
the game on Sportsnet. 

Watch the live broadcast, starting at 7:30 p.m. ET 

Stream live on Sportsnet NOW, starting at 7:30 p.m. ET 

Determined to make a difference, to show that he would not be shoved 
into silence, Tavares responded with a dogged 4-on-4 shift that resulted 
in a smartly won puck battle in the Capitals’ zone to help set up Rasmus 
Sandin’s winning goal. 

Make no mistake, Wilson had a dominant performance (two goals, four 
hits, seven shots and a steal), but the Maple Leafs won the game, in 
large part, due to Tavares’s relentlessness. 
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Keefe sees Tavares’s response – not with the fist but with what Justin 
Holl termed his “wizard twig” – as both symbolic and important. He wants 
his bench to take notes. 

“We talked a ton about that. We want to be a team that stands up and is 
right there in the moment. But most importantly, you want to be a team 
that just keeps playing through physicality or when the emotions get high 
or when the stakes get high,” Keefe said. 

“You just keep playing. In fact, if anything, you've got to dig in and play 
harder and look to get an advantage on your opponent in a different way. 
John competed incredibly hard the other night.” 

Diving further into that third-period turning point, Keefe points to the effort 
fourth-liner Wayne Simmonds made to draw offsetting roughing minors 
against Trevor van Riemsdyk. Simmonds is the one who opened the ice 
for some 4-on-4 play that allowed Toronto’s skill to execute. 

“He went on that shift and was very determined to make a difference in 
the shift. Turns out, it creates a skirmish, the emotions rise, it’s 4-on-4, 
and the game changes just a little bit. Our guys go out, and we end up 
winning the game through that. So, I think all those things come together 
— and that's really what we’re looking for,” Keefe explained. 

“As emotions rise, as the crowd gets loud, as it gets physical, as it gets 
hard, keep playing. Plays through it. We’re a good team. If we can 
maintain that attitude, it’s going to help us.” 

One-Timers: Ondrej Kase is day-to-day with an undisclosed injury and is 
not expected to play against the Buffalo Sabres Wednesday. ... Petr 
Mrazek – winner of his past three appearances and seven of his past 
nine – receives his first consecutive starts as a Maple Leaf, as Jack 
Campbell takes time to clear his head. ... Tavares will attempt to snuff out 
his 13-game goal drought. One would need to flip all the way back to the 
captain’s rookie season, 2009-10, to find a longer stretch without a goal. 
... Player of the Month Mitch Marner will appear in his 400th career 
game. ... Timothy Liljegren will be a healthy scratch. 

Remaining Time -2:18 

'He's earned it' Why Keefe giving Petr Mrazek a 2nd straight start makes 
sense 

Projected Maple Leafs lines: 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kämpf - Engvall 

Robertson - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Sandin  

Brodie - Holl 

Dermott - Lyubushkin 

Mrazek 

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Mrazek earns consecutive starts for first time with Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

For the first time this season, Petr Mrazek will make consecutive starts 
for the Leafs. 

"He's earned it," coach Sheldon Keefe explained. "That's the first thing. 
It's no secret that Jack [Campbell] stumbled a bit here of late and we 

have talked about getting Petr more time in the net, so we think the 
timing and everything really makes sense." 

Mrazek has won three straight decisions, including Monday night in 
Washington where he stopped 30 of 33 shots.  

"He's finding his rhythm," said Mitch Marner. "He's finding his groove 
right now and it's great to see. It's great for our team to have two guys 
that can go in that net without any hesitation and be a stud. Both of them 
have earned the right to get that net." 

Teammates are still getting familiar with Mrazek's aggressive style of 
play.  

"Sometimes Pete stands up when guys wouldn't expect a goalie to stand 
up and make a save," noted defenceman T.J. Brodie. "He comes up with 
the big saves when you need him and he's good at playing the puck too 
... We just have to play the same way regardless of who's in there." 

With Mrazek sidelined with a groin injury, Campbell seized the starting 
job in the first half and booked a ticket to his first ever All-Star Game. But 
Campbell has been inconsistent since the team returned from a COVID 
pause in January (.897 save percentage in 15 games) and has really 
struggled of late (.841 save percentage in the last three games).  

So Mrazek, who signed a three-year deal with the Leafs in the summer, 
has a chance to finally establish himself with his new team. He is 9-4-0 
with an .895 save percentage this season.  

"He has a good personality and good vibe about him," Keefe observed. 
"That's allowed him to ride this wave of injuries and not playing as much 
as he's accustomed to and has him set up well to just keep going and 
take advantage of getting these extra starts now." 

Keefe believes the presence of fellow Czechs David Kampf and Ondrej 
Kase as well as assistant coach Dean Chynoweth, who worked with 
Mrazek in Carolina, has helped ease the transition.  

"He's a pretty easygoing guy," Keefe continued. "He's a charismatic guy. 
He talks to everybody. He's bouncing around the room whether he's 
playing or not." 

'He's finding his rhythm': Charismatic Mrazek earns consecutive starts 

With Petr Mrazek set to make consecutive starts for the first time as a 
Maple Leaf tonight against the Sabres, the team discusses how he's 
really found his rhythm in net, and how much they enjoy his personality 
on and off the ice. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

John Tavares saw his goal drought extend to 13 games on Monday, but 
the second-line centre played a big role in the win against the Capitals.  

"Looks to me like a guy ready to break out," Keefe said.  

Tavares finished the game with two assists. On both plays, he won 
battles down low in the offensive zone before feeding teammates.  

"He has kind of the wizard twig where he has a knack for coming up with 
pucks," said defenceman Justin Holl. "He's good with puck protection and 
spinning off and finding a play." 

"He's been a superstar in this league now for a long time and that doesn't 
just happen," stressed alternate captain Morgan Rielly. "He works at the 
little things. He's got an amazing skill set. He plays the right way and he's 
able to execute on a bunch of little things that most guys aren't able to 
do." 

It all starts with effort.  

"His competitiveness, it really is second to none," said Sabres forward 
Kyle Okposo, who played with Tavares in New York. "There's a reason 
why he continues to make those plays. You look at the goal that [William] 
Nylander scored, and he just out battles guys down there. He's able to 
pick the puck off the wall and get his head up and make plays in traffic. 
He's got a heavy stick and is able to make something out of nothing." 

--- 

With six minutes left in the third period, Tavares got knocked to the ice by 
Tom Wilson after the whistle. The Leafs captain was seen fuming at the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 3, 2022 

 

bench. Minutes later, he was part of a dominant shift by the Leafs, which 
resulted in the game-winning goal by Rasmus Sandin.  

"I loved it," said Keefe of the response. "John competed incredibly hard 
throughout the entire game but, really, you look at that sequence that led 
to the goal, he just looked very determined to make a difference ... You 
want to be a team that just keeps playing through physicality. When the 
emotions get high or when the stakes get high, you just keep playing 
and, in fact, if anything you got to dig in and play harder and look to get 
an advantage on your opponent a different way." 

With that in mind, Keefe highlighted the contribution of Wayne 
Simmonds, who created a scrum on his next shift following the Wilson-
Tavares interaction. The skirmish led to coincidental minors (for 
Simmonds and Trevor van Riemsdyk) and a favourable four-on-four 
situation.  

But, still, would Keefe prefer someone get in Wilson's face after the initial 
takedown of Tavares?  

"I don't know if a lot of our guys actually knew exactly what happened in 
the moment," he said. "It can go both ways for me. I think there is a 
symbolic part of it where you're sticking together and all that, but you can 
say whatever you want to Tom Wilson, it's not going to change a single 
thing about how he plays or what he does. So, I don't know if it's worth 
engaging ... You can pretend that you're going to make a difference, but 
it's not going to make a difference. If I had my choice, I'd rather we just 
keep playing and play harder and be more competitive when the puck 
drops." 

What did Keefe think of how Leafs handled physical play from Wilson, 
Caps? 

After getting knocked down by Tom Wilson late in the third period, only to 
come back and set up the game-winning goal Monday night, Sheldon 
Keefe explains what that means for the Leafs to see their captain 
respond the right way on the ice. 

--- 

Marner will play the 400th game of his NHL career on Wednesday.  

"It's tonight? I thought it was next game," Marner said raising his 
eyebrows. "There we go. That's cool. Hopefully I can keep tallying that up 
for a couple more hundred. It's definitely a cool milestone to hit and all 
with the team I grew up watching. It's a pretty cool thing to be a part of." 

The 24-year-old will share the milestone moment with a full house as 
Scotiabank Arena has returned to 100 per cent capacity this week.  

"Everyone's extremely excited about that," Marner said. "It's just nice 
when you see no real empty seats. When you see a lot of blue and white 
it's a great feeling. When there is a big play or something happens 
hearing the noise and the fans go nuts, it's pretty rewarding." 

Marner has given Leafs fans plenty to cheer about since returning from 
the COVID protocol on Jan. 15. The dynamic right winger leads the 
league with 35 points in 18 games. Centre Auston Matthews is second 
with 30 points in that stretch. Left winger Michael Bunting is tied for the 
league lead with 12 even-strength goals during this hot run.  

"Something we're doing pretty well is breaking out of our zone fast with 
puck in our hands and going up ice," Marner said. "I think Mike's done a 
great job of blowing out, pushing d-men back and giving us the space 
throughout the neutral zone to make plays." 

On milestone night, Marner 'extremely excited' to see full house again in 
Toronto 

Ahead of playing in his 400th career game, Mitch Marner didn't realize 
tonight's game against the Sabres was a milestone night for himself, and 
discusses how excited he is to see a full house again at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

--- 

The trio has also been responsible defensively.  

"Obviously, the offence is one thing, but I think [Marner] doesn't get 
enough credit for the things he does defensively," Brodie said. "That 
whole line, they've been creating a lot just off of back checking and 

creating turnovers and then going the other way. I think that's something 
that gets overlooked." 

Buffalo bench boss Don Granato suggested Matthews, who he coached 
at the U.S. National Development Program, should get consideration for 
the Selke Trophy.  

"Even when he entered the league, he did have an appreciation for that 
side," Granato said. "I had no problem using him at the U18 World 
Championship against [Patrik] Laine, [Sebastian] Aho, [Jesse] Puljujarvi 
and on and on, guys at the tournament who were prolific. He wants to 
win and part of winning is just shutting a guy down and he's always had 
that. Winning a face-off has always been important to him. He should be 
talked about in that light."   

--- 

The Leafs will play their next six games against teams that are outside of 
a playoff position. Toronto has had some slip-ups against those type of 
opponents this season, including losses to Montreal and Columbus just 
last week.  

"We've maybe played down to their level at times," Holl admitted.  

Last week, the Leafs fell behind the last-place Canadiens 5-0 in 
Montreal.   

"You're going to have dips in your play, and you can talk about it, but 
sometimes you need a real slap in the face to kind of get it dialled in and 
that's how I felt about Montreal game," said Keefe. "We weren't playing 
great to start the season and then we got really slapped in Pittsburgh [a 
7-1 loss on Oct. 23] and then we went into Carolina, and you could see it 
coming for us and that's how I felt coming out of the Montreal game. As 
terrible as we played in that game and as poorly as we felt, I felt pretty 
confident that some of our best hockey of the season would be coming 
right around the corner, and that's kind of how I feel about how we've 
played of late." 

The Sabres will be looking to snap a six game losing streak. Craig 
Anderson, 40, gets the start for Buffalo.  

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Slap in the face' sparked turnaround 

Tonight, the Maple Leafs will host the Sabres, the first of six straight 
games against teams who are outside the playoff picture, and Sheldon 
Keefe was asked about how his team can avoid complacency. Mark 
Masters has more. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Robertson - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Sandin  

Brodie - Holl 

Dermott - Lyubushkin 

Mrazek starts  

Projected Sabres lines for Wednesday's game: 

Skinner - Thompson - Tuch 

Mittelstadt - Cozens - Okposo 

Asplund - Krebs - Olofsson 

Bjork - Eakin - Hayden 

Dahlin - Bryson 

Samuelsson - Fitzgerald 

Hagg - Pysyk 
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TSN.CA / St. Louis’ hockey journey comes full circle in return to Calgary 

 

Salim Valji 

 

When Brian Sutter was coaching the Boston Bruins in the early 90s, 
many in the scouting world were fixated on Paul Kariya, then a hotshot 
college player with the Maine Black Bears who would go on to be a top 
pick in the 1993 draft and have a Hall of Fame career.  

Sutter’s eyes, however, were glued to one of Kariya’s opponents in the 
Hockey East conference – an undersized, relentless forward from 
Quebec on the Vermont Catamounts named Martin St. Louis.  

“I loved him from the first time I saw him play,” Sutter said. His brother, 
Darryl, will coach the Calgary Flames against St. Louis and the 
Canadiens on Thursday. 

“This isn’t a knock on Paul Kariya, but I thought Marty was as good a 
player as Paul was, and Paul ended up being the big draft pick…every 
time I watched [Marty] play, I thought, ‘What’s going on here? Why hasn’t 
this guy been drafted?’” 

After his stint with the Bruins, Sutter found himself back in his native 
Alberta as the head coach of the Flames in the 1997-98 season and 
hadn’t forgotten about the college kid he’d seen play a couple of years 
earlier.  

“One of the first things I did when I went to Calgary when we were getting 
ready for camp was talk to some of our scouts about Martin St. Louis,” 
Sutter said. 

“They were like all the other scouts in the professional world. For 
whatever reason, they didn’t think he was ready to be a pro player…I’ll 
never forget talking to [then Flames general manager Al Coates]. The 
scouts obviously didn’t feel that he was warranted to get an invite to 
training camp. That’s all I wanted, was for him to get an invite to training 
camp, not even for us to sign him. Let’s just get him there; because I 
knew he had a chance to play.” 

Coates and the Flames scouts eventually relented. 

“All the credit should go to the late, great Nick Polano [then the Flames 
director of pro scouting],” Coates said. 

St. Louis was starring in the International Hockey League for the 
Cleveland Lumberjacks. Polano went to the IHL All-Star Game, which St. 
Louis was participating in, and saw for himself what Sutter had been 
raving about.  

“He called me after the game and says, ‘We really need to think about 
this player because he’s small, but he’s dynamic. I don’t really see any 
downside in signing him, and who knows where it might go?’” 

Coates signed St. Louis and he reported to the Flames’ American 
Hockey League affiliate in Saint John, where he had 26 points in 25 
games.  

“Nick [Polano] came down to the dressing room after a game halfway 
through the year and says, ‘Oh by the way, Brian, we’ve signed Marty St. 
Louis to an American league contract,’” Sutter said. 

“Certainly, a very determined young man to succeed,” Coates said. 

The Flames did not worry about St. Louis’ size and ability to handle the 
physicality of the National Hockey League. In the late 90s, they weren’t 
lacking in other smaller players, among them Theo Fleury, Marc Savard, 
Valeri Bure, and Corey Stillman. 

“I don’t recall that size was a concern,” Coates said. “Determination and 
skating and skill compensates for a lot of things, and that’s obviously 

what he demonstrated early on that made him appealing…there just 
wasn’t downside really to taking a chance on a player like that who 
appeared to be so dominant only one level down.” 

St. Louis made his NHL debut on Oct. 9, 1998, against the San Jose 
Sharks, and scored his first goal 11 days later in Dallas. He spent three 
seasons with the Flames organization, scoring four goals and 20 points 
in 69 games with the Flames. With Saint John, he accumulated 114 
points in 95 games. After the 1999-2000 season, Coates was let go and 
St. Louis was a free agent. 

“I’ll never forget Tampa Bay calling me about him when they were going 
to give him an opportunity,” Sutter said. “What I’m talking to you about 
[St. Louis], they also heard from me.” 

The rest of the story has been well documented.  

St. Louis hoisted the Stanley Cup in 2004 with the Lightning, defeating 
his former team in seven games. He won the Art Ross, Hart, and Lady 
Byng trophies, scored 1,033 points in 1,134 games with the Flames, 
Lightning, and New York Rangers, and was voted into the Hall of Fame 
in 2018, his first year of eligibility. 

Now, he is coaching his boyhood team, the Montreal Canadiens. 

At first glance, the team’s decision to hire someone with no professional 
hockey coaching experienced seemed risky, but many feel he will 
succeed in helping turn the organization around. St. Louis is 5-4-0 so far 
behind the bench. 

“I never thought he’d become a coach, but then I saw him coach summer 
hockey with his kids,” said Denis Gauthier, who came up with St. Louis in 
the Flames organization.  

“He was so professional with the kids, doing the right things and asking 
them to play the right way. They were the best minor hockey coached 
team I’d ever coached against, just the way he had them play. He had a 
vibe for the game and how it should be played and taught at a young age 
for the players to become better as they get older. The kids all played a 
very mature game…Marty has this positive cockiness about him. His 
assurance. He knows where he wants to go and what he wants. His aura 
is like no one else, so when he steps into the locker room, he’s got 
instant respect from all the guys, whether he has that coaching 
experience or not.”  

“He’s got a work ethic second to none,” said Mike Gilligan, St. Louis’ 
coach with the Vermont Catamounts.  

The two remain in touch, including on the day St. Louis was hired by the 
Canadiens. 

“I texted him and said, ‘Wow. You’re always up for challenges and this is 
a big one.’ And he texted back with a smiley face,” Gilligan said. 

And on Thursday, some 25 years after his NHL debut, St. Louis will 
coach at the Saddledome against the organization that gave him his big 
break. 
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USA TODAY / Equipment giant CCM Hockey will no longer use Alex 
Ovechkin, other Russians in global marketing 

 

LORENZO REYES   | USA TODAY 

 

CCM Hockey, an equipment and apparel brand based in Canada, will no 
longer use Russian star and Washington Capitals left winger Alex 
Ovechkin or any other Russian in global marketing campaigns to 
promote its products. 

TSN reported that CCM also has contracts with Pittsburgh Penguins 
forward Evgeni Malkin and Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov. 
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"We are very sad to witness, like the rest of the world, what is happening 
in Ukraine," chief executive Marrouane Nabih wrote in an email to TSN. 
"Although Mr. Ovechkin is not responsible for the Russian government’s 
actions, we took the decision to not use him (or any Russian player) on 
any global CCM communication at this point." 

STAY UP-T0-DATE: Subscribe to our Sports newsletter now! 

TSN, citing an anonymous industry source, reported that CCM pays 
Ovechkin more than $500,000 per year in addition to a percentage of 
sales in Russia for the partnership. 

Ovechkin has previously supported Russian president Vladimir Putin, but 
said on Friday that his country's invasion of Ukraine was a "hard 
situation" before deflecting further comment and saying he was an 
athlete and not involved in politics. 

"It’s a hard situation. I have lots of friends in Russia and Ukraine, and it’s 
hard to see the war," he told reporters on Friday. "I hope soon it’s going 
to be over and there’s going to be peace in the whole world." 

When asked about his current stance on Putin after the invasion, 
Ovechkin reiterated his support, with some caveats. 

"He’s my president but … I’m not in politics," he said Friday. "I’m an 
athlete and how I said, I hope everything is going to be done soon. It’s a 
hard situation right now for both sides. ... I'm not in control of the 
situation." 

In 2017, however, Ovechkin started a social media movement called 
Putin Team during the Russian leader's re-election campaign. The 
Instagram post included a photo of him and Putin. 

"Being part of this team makes me proud and it's similar to the feeling 
you get when you put on a Russian national team jersey, knowing that 
the whole country is rooting for you," he wrote then in Russian. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 03.03.2022 


