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Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes stun Penguins with an overtime power-play goal, win 3-2 

By Chip Alexander 

It was just team game No. 55 for the Carolina Hurricanes in 
early March, but it had the feel of games to be played later 
with much bigger stakes. 

The Canes and the Pittsburgh Penguins went at it with heart 
and intensity, and sometimes with their fists, before Carolina 
pulled out a 3-2 overtime victory Friday at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s power-play goal won it for the Canes 
(38-12-5), the Metropolitan Divisions leaders, but only after 
captain Jordan Staal scored twice to get Carolina to 
overtime. Goalie Antti Raanta picked up the victory and 
everyone in the Canes lineup seemingly had a hand in the 
victory -- or in Vincent Trocheck’s case, both hands. 

Trocheck dropped the gloves late in regulation and traded 
blows with defenseman Mark Friedman, pumping his arms 
as he skated off to the penalty box, asking for noise. He got 
it. 

“Everyone was fired up when he did that,” Svechnikov said. 

Including Svechnikov? 

“Oh, yeah,” he said. “It fired me up for sure, big time.” 

Trocheck then drew a slashing call on veteran Pens 
defenseman Kris Letang in the overtime. After some push 
and shove with Letang, Trocheck popped Letang in the back 
of the head and Letang then retaliated with the slash. Only 
Letang went to the box at 2:47 of the OT, leaving the Canes 
with a four-on-three power play. 

Svechnikov scored 27 seconds later, following up a shot by 
Teuvo Teravainen for his 23rd goal of the season and his 
fifth game-winner. Canes fans, who had been in a rowdy 
cheering battle with a large contingent of Pens fans in the 
arena, thundered their approval. 

“We needed an emotional game and usually when you come 
in this building the fans are always definitely into it, especially 
against this team, and it makes for an interesting night,” 
Staal said. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said PNC Arena was 
“electric” while also noting “obviously the opponent helps.” 

Sidney Crosby and Jake Guentzel each had a goal and 
assist for the Pens (34-14-9), who were coming off a 5-1 

beating of the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday and looking 
to climb within one point of Carolina in the Metro standings 
with a regulation win. The Pens took a 2-0 lead in the first 
period and goalie Casey DeSmith was in a nice groove, 
although Raanta also made some sharp stops in the period. 

“They made it hard on us,” Staal said. “Being down two 
against that team is tough. We had to rebound and get going 
and I thought in the second period we took control of the 
game.” 

Svechnikov had a big hit in the second that helped the 
Canes shift the momentum. Staal then got the Canes, shut 
out 4-0 Thursday by the Washington Capitals, on the board 
with a shot from the slot after some hard work by his line of 
wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. 

“The first period wasn’t our period but after it we came out 
hard and we played our game,” Svechnikov said. 

Staal’s second goal came on a redirection of an Ethan Bear 
shot from the point, Staal knocking down the puck in the high 
slot and having it bounce past DeSmith. Staal recently 
quipped that he was “just warming up” and he now has five 
goals in his last seven games and eight for the season. 

“He’s got to stay hot and shoot more and he’ll score more 
and more,” Svechnikov said. 

The Canes have never lost a game when Staal scored twice 
in a game -- they’re now 7-0-0. He’s 16-1-1 in his career, for 
the Pens and Canes, in games where he had a pair. 

After taking six minor penalties in the loss at Washington, the 
Canes had two Friday. They killed both off, although Crosby 
did score for a 2-0 Pens lead moments after a power play 
expired off a nice Guentzel pass. 

“Tonight was just a great effort by everybody, hands down,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It doesn’t always work out but tonight we 
got what we deserved.” 

Svechnikov Comments on Russia-Ukraine Crisis 

After the game, Svechnikov made his first public comment 
on the ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis: “It’s a hard situation for 
sure but I hope they’re going to find a peaceful solution as 
soon as possible and everything’s going to be fine there.”
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NHL Power Rankings: There’s a mess at the top … and another mess at the bottom 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

Another week, another set of power rankings. 

It’s March and we’re in the home stretch of the 2021-22 
regular season, so we’re starting to get a much firmer sense 
of who the major players are in the league’s hierarchy. 

At the same time, that hierarchy feels more confusing and 
convoluted than ever. At the top, there’s so many good 
teams to choose from and very little separating those within 
each tier. At the bottom, well, there’s mostly apathy for how 
similarly bad most of them look. 

But that’s why we’re here, to sort that mess out. As always, 
here is the exactly correct ranking for how good each NHL 
team is. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 40-11-4 
Last week: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Fun stat that I learned from friend of the blog Dimitri 
Filipovic while doing the PDOcast Thursday night: The 
Avalanche are 36-4-2 with Cale Makar and Devon Toews in 
the lineup with a plus-72 goal differential. Pretty good! 

Well, make that 36-5-2, as they lost to the worst team in the 
league on Thursday. Again. Hockey is fun! 

Sean: So they’re 4-6-2 when one of them is out. That’s your 
recipe for beating the Avs, baby! Lock Toews in his hotel 
room and hope for the best! I feel like we end up talking 
about the same few guys in this space every week, and 
Valeri Nichushkin isn’t part of that group. It’s as good a time 
as any to say that he’s having (another) really impactful 
defensive season. He’s been impressive there in the past, 
but I feel like not enough people realize that he’s one of the 
better defensive wingers in the game. That is purely 
anecdotal on my part, by the way, not an invitation for 
commenters to freak out on me. If you’ve been banging that 
drum, good for you. 

Dom: The nerds knew for a while and it’s great to see it 
translate to bigger minutes. That doesn’t always happen 
when someone crushes bottom-six minutes, but Nichushkin 
has all the tools to be that kind of elite defensive force. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 35-12-6 
Last week: 3 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Huh, they just got worked by the Penguins. Goodbye, 
five-game winning streak. Let’s play a game: Who feels more 
like a Lightning bottom-sixer — Andrew Copp or Calle 

Jarnkrok? Both are on the market, and both are pretty 
obvious fits for a team that a) could use another player in 
that space and b) is typically (and successfully) aggressive at 
the deadline. Copp would be the Barclay Goodrow 
replacement; Calle Jarnkrok is a little bit like Tall Yanni 
Gourde. I’m already penciling one of them into the lineup for 
reasons I can’t quite explain. 

Dom: That loss to the Penguins was an absolute egg, woof. 
Who cares in the grand scheme of things for this team 
though — this game won’t matter in a couple of months. 
Your game feels like a better use of time. Give me Copp 
here. He feels like a perfect fit. Either him or Claude Giroux 
once the Lightning find some cap space under their couch 
cushions. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Record: 36-13-5 
Last week: 2 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: All they needed to get back on track at home was a 
date against the Senators. After losing just three times in 
their first 26 home games, the Panthers dropped three 
straight in a single week – putting their chances of winning 
the Atlantic slightly in jeopardy. With a win Thursday and a 
Tampa Bay loss, Florida is back in the driver’s seat for the 
division lead. That seeding is crucial as it’s the difference 
between playing Toronto or Washington in the opening 
round. Big difference. 

Sean: Yeah, they should try to match up against the team 
with the gigantic goaltending problem. You know the one. In 
any case, know who had nothing to do with that skid? Hart 
Trophy candidate Jonathan Huberdeau. Four points in those 
three losses. Again, that’s four points in three games for 
Jonathan Huberdeau, consensus Hart Trophy candidate. 

Dom: Also a 43 percent expected goals rate in three games 
while getting outscored 3-2. But yes, four points, woo! 

Sean: Time to spend an entire day arguing about it! 

Dom: I would love to have 800 Twitter mentions again today. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 37-12-5 
Last week: 5 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 5 

Sean: The Hurricanes have the best penalty kill in the 
league, so it was funny to see that unit get pumped on 
Thursday night by the Caps, of all teams. Hockey is funny. 
That game was a total dud. Martin Necas has one goal since 
Dec. 12, by the way. It’d be nice for Carolina if that were not 
the case. 
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Dom: The Power Rankings curse is that one of us is 
completely worn down by commenters bludgeoning us about 
being wrong about something, us correcting it, only to see 
the team fall on its face soon after. I literally changed my 
model’s outputs this week to better account for Carolina’s 
strong penalty kill – so of course this is what happened 
immediately after. 

Sean: Did I bring up the kill solely because I knew you’d 
done that? Yes. Yes, I did. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 32-14-7 
Last week: 4 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 4 

Dom: We love the Flames here at Power Rankings HQ, but 
that’s a really tough loss to the Canadiens. Blowing a 3-1 
lead to one of the league’s worst teams? That’s a rough look. 
They get a pass because they’ve been so strong over the 
last month or so, but we are definitely a little disappointed. 

Sean: They’re on a run where they play on five of seven 
nights and seven of 11, but yeah, you can’t be blowing two-
goal leads against the Habs, no matter how many short kings 
are leading the way. I’m not going to drop them for it, though, 
because I watched them dismantle the Wild on Saturday 
then beat them again (by four goals, again) a few days later. 
Good teams lose to bad teams. Some good teams lose to 
bad teams more often, as we’re about to discuss, but I’m not 
sounding any alarms over here, especially when this good 
team is still 15-3-1 in its last 19 games. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 35-15-4 
Last week: 7 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

Sean: If you think I’m going to get sucked down the “Michael 
Bunting for Calder” drainpipe, you’re wrong. Not gonna 
happen. It was a typically weird week for the Leafs, with 
Rasmus Sandin wearing the collar for a 5-1 loss to the 
Sabres. I’m not sure how necessary that was. Bright side for 
Toronto: Sheldon Keefe knows that pairing Sandin with 
Morgan Rielly doesn’t work. Wipe that one off the ol’ grease 
board. 

Dom: On the one hand, I agree with you that he should not 
win no matter how high his GSVA is. On the other hand, it 
would be incredibly funny. He’s been really good for 
someone as old as Nathan MacKinnon and Aleksander 
Barkov. 

As for that Sabres game – I’d say forget about it, it’s a long 
season, but… they almost blew a 7-2 lead on Saturday (!) 
and lost 5-2 to Montreal just last week. Shit happens, but it 
happens a lot less frequently to other elite teams. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 34-14-8 
Last week: 9 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Just like opening night against the Lightning on the 
road, the Penguins put on a clinic against the defending Cup 
champs again on Thursday night. That was a much-needed 
win against a quality opponent given how up-and-down the 
last month has been. Pittsburgh was on a 6-4-3 run going 
into the game against Tampa Bay with its five-on-five 
numbers looking ugly. During that stretch the Penguins were 
at a 49.8 percent expected goal rate with just 37.7 percent of 
the actual goals. A dominant 5-1 win where the Penguins 
earned nearly two-thirds of the expected goals is just what 
the doctor ordered. 

Sean: The craziest part of that game — other than Jon 
Cooper losing his marbles at the end of the second period — 
might have been seeing Kasperi Kapanen drive the net on 
Danton Heinen’s game-opening goal. That, uh, hasn’t 
happened that often. If the Penguins keep him around, he’s 
going to have to maintain some of that energy. If not, there’s 
a hole on the second line. No pressure. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 33-18-4 
Last week: 11 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Heading into Thursday’s game against Vegas, the 
Bruins had won five of six and outscored opponents 24-10. 
Erik Haula and Taylor Hall have four- and three-game point 
streaks mixed in there. Boston getting sustained protection 
from someone outside the obvious three guys — and Tomas 
Hertl, when your wish manifests in a few weeks, I suppose 
— will make us look like geniuses for putting them too high 
every week. Just you wait. 

Dom: They always find a way to round out into top gear 
down the stretch after a strong deadline addition to fix 
obvious holes in the lineup. Hertl would make this team truly 
terrifying. 

Sean: If they keep getting hat tricks from Craig Smith against 
good teams, look out. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 34-15-5 
Last week: 8 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Since the All-Star break, the Rangers have a 49.5 
percent expected goals rate, and to be honest, that’s 
probably good enough to be a real threat in the East with the 
way Igor Shesterkin is playing. The argument is this team 
would be nothing without him, but, I mean, they have him, 
right? That’s a massive advantage over literally every other 
team, and if the Rangers can be break-even on the shot 
clock, Igor can take them the rest of the way. 

Sean: I think we slip into a mindset too often — and it’s not 
misguided, because goaltending is chaos and all that — 
where we’re a little slow to recognize a goalie that’s on a run 
special enough to negate a whoooole bunch of other stuff. 
Shesterkin has been in that mode all year. If the Rangers 
can keep up even half-decent underlyings, yes, he makes 
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them extremely dangerous. Also, I’m pretty sure Chris 
Kreider is going to score 50 goals. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 32-15-6 
Last week: 12 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 10 

Dom: I can’t recall any other team being able to score three 
goals on three shots in under three minutes against 
Shesterkin this season, so kudos to the Blues for doing just 
that. St. Louis has a lethal attack when everyone is firing on 
all cylinders and one more top-four piece on the blue line has 
potential to make them one of the league’s deepest teams. 
Colton Parayko looking like he’s back to his usual self is a 
big plus here. 

Sean: Yeah, that sequence was wild. Made me think that 
maybe we — you, specifically — have been wrong about 
them this whole time. But god, dude, they’re up against it 
cap-wise. Like, “we could add 20 percent of a league-
minimum player on deadline day” stuff. That’s a bummer, 
because for me, they’re a defenseman short of the top tier. 
Maybe Doug Armstrong does something bonkers. I’m not 
against it. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 30-21-4 
Last week: 10 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 12 

Sean: It’s time to worry a little about the Golden Knights, 
yeah? They’ve lost six of eight and are out of the wild card 
on points percentage. They also just don’t … look right. That 
5-2 loss to the Bruins might’ve been a little closer than the 
score indicated, but not much. 

Dom: Here’s the thing though. They’re missing their two best 
forwards and Jack Eichel is clearly still working on getting 
back into his best self. Should they get a pass for that? No, 
not really, they look terrible. But will they be fine when 
healthy? I still lean yes. They played a pretty damn good 
game against the Avalanche over the weekend, even if it 
ended in a loss. 

Sean: We’ve given them a pass on this stuff all season, and 
we should stop just assuming they’ll be healthy. That’s kind 
of what I’m saying. 

Dom: I mean, that too is a great point. This team is all in on 
this season with a pretty fragile lineup. It would be a shame if 
we never got to see their final form, but it’s looking like a very 
real possibility at this point. 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 32-17-3 
Last week: 6 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 11 

Sean: Russo has every possible aspect of the Wild’s skid 
(two wins in eight games) covered, so I’m trying not to 
belabor any point but Cam Talbot needs to play less. I know 

the Wild have had a lot of issues pop up over the last few 
weeks. He’s one of them. He has been one of them. As I 
type this, they’re in the process of bailing him out against the 
Flyers. That’s all well and good, but Kaapo Kahkonen needs 
to start more, or Bill Guerin needs to get on the phone with 
his goaltender buddy in Chicago. Something needs to 
change there. 

Dom: This team, with how much firepower it has up front, 
and how stingy it is defensively, literally only needs league-
average goaltending to thrive. Talbot is just not that right 
now, a potentially fatal flaw in an otherwise very fun team. I 
wasn’t big on Kahkonen in his rookie season, but he’s the 
best option for now and at the very least, some friendly 
competition can help push Talbot back to his usual form. 
That’s league average, which should be good enough. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 29-18-9 
Last week: 13 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 14 

Dom: So, we all thought the East playoff race was already 
over – but are the Capitals starting to make things spicy 
here? They obviously started red hot and the teams below 
them aren’t all that imposing, but they’ve been a mess in 
2022. Since the calendar changed, Washington is 9-12-1 
and looks like a shade of the team it was to start the season. 
Was that all a mirage? Is there enough runway for a full-
blown meltdown here? The Capitals only have a seven 
percent chance of missing, but… that ain’t zero folks. 
Thursday’s win against Carolina was massive in lowering the 
panic meter. 

Sean: Ladies and gentlemen, your 2022 Washington 
Capitals. 

That’s a roster that might not have a goalie (which we knew) 
and only one center (which is a fresh development). Not 
good. They’ve got a ton of banked points and the dropoff, 
like you said, is steep — but if this happened a month earlier, 
it’d be getting very dark very quickly. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Record: 30-20-3 
Last week: 17 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 13 

Sean: It’s always fun to see a team perfectly summed up in 
one tweet. Holly’s got the Stars dead to rights. 

Do I want to declare them as capital-G Good? Yeah. Yeah, 
of course I do. They’re hilarious, and we need more funny 
contenders. Are they a step above the rest of the Western 
mid-table squads? I just can’t quite get there. The roller 
coaster is going to head downward at some point. They’re 
too top-heavy to predict any other outcome … but boy, they 
are funny, and they are fun. 

Dom: Key Stat from this week’s 16 Stats: The Stars are 18-6-
3 when the top line has an expected goals percentage above 
50 percent. Their record when they don’t, or one of them 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 5, 2022 

 

misses a game is… bad. They are the league’s most top-
heavy team by far. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 30-21-4 
Last week: 15 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Shoutout to Derek Ryan with the Saturday hat trick 
against the Panthers – the first of his career. I love random 
hat tricks from the most unassuming players, and Ryan 
certainly qualifies. He looked like a savvy offseason addition 
but had a bit of a rough start. He’s back on track lately 
though, which has really helped Edmonton’s depth. The 
Oilers have the seventh-best expected goal rate in the 
league in 2022. 

Sean: Yes, congrats to Derek Ryan for solving the Oilers’ 
depth issues. I’ve said this before, but I really wish we could 
just skip ahead to 2:58 on deadline day, when Ken Holland 
acquires Luke Glendening. Dallas might be too good for this 
to happen, though. It’s a tragedy. 

Dom: OK, but consider the Oilers acquiring Rasmus 
Ristolainen instead. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 30-20-4 
Last week: 14 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 17 

Sean: David Poile says he wants to sign Filip Forsberg to an 
extension ahead of the trade deadline. That’s all well and 
good, but … isn’t the implication there that he also needs to 
sign Forsberg to an extension ahead of the trade deadline? If 
Poile knows that he’s not going to make it work with the best 
forward in franchise history, he’s got to move him, right? And 
if he moves Forsberg, shouldn’t he look at moving other 
guys, too? 

Anyway, Tanner Jeannot had a (maybe unintentional) 
appearance on TNT ahead of Nashville’s win over the 
Kraken on Thursday, when he copped to having no clue who 
Rick Tocchet is or was. I can’t find the video, but I believed 
him, and you would too. 

Dom: Last season the Predators started out terribly, only to 
get hot enough to become a league-average team. This 
season is looking to be the same thing, but in the opposite 
order — only to confirm what we always knew about this 
team: they are mid. Time to stop the charade and own up to 
it. They’re on a 6-9-2 run. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 29-19-7 
Last week: 16 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 16 

Dom: I was all set to be all-in on the Kings with the recent hot 
stretch they’ve been on, but this week hasn’t been kind to 
them. They got thumped 7-0 by the Bruins on Monday and 
then thoroughly outplayed by the Stars in a loss on 

Wednesday. The underlyings remain strong over the last 
couple of months, but we often forget how much that can ebb 
and flow. It’s not just shooting and save percentages that 
regress toward a mean, but also how a team controls play. 
The Kings are second in expected goals percentage since 
Jan. 1, but that feels like they’re punching above their weight 
class. 

Sean: It’s funny — inconsistency from teams like the Stars 
and Preds disappoint me, but the Kings are still in the “aww, 
they’re hanging around, that’s cute” phase of their 
development. Who cares that the wheels have started to 
wobble a bit? They’re nice boys! Also, they should’ve worn 
these in an actual game. 

Dom: There have been some INCREDIBLE Black History 
Month jerseys made this year. It’s a real shame that a) they 
weren’t worn during the game and b) they weren’t available 
to purchase. These are rad. 

18. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 26-21-9 
Last week: 18 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

Sean: The Ducks are still only a couple points out of a wild-
card spot, but they’re trending down — 3-5-1 in their last nine 
games, albeit with a 51.25 expected goals rate. It’s a weird 
situation in Anaheim; they’ve got a new GM, a team that 
spent most of the season overachieving and a whole bunch 
of key guys on expiring deals. Can’t help but wonder how 
much of a factor that is as March 21 approaches. 

Dom: It’s been a nice run for them, but I honestly think 
they’re cooked in the playoff race. No shame in that, they 
shouldn’t have been here yet anyway, but they have to think 
about their future at the deadline. That may mean trading a 
franchise staple like Hampus Lindholm and it’ll be really 
interesting to potentially see him in a fresh locale. His 
numbers have declined over the past few years, but a 
stronger supporting cast can help him play up to his 
potential. 

Sean: Oh, I put away the defibrillators there a couple weeks 
back. Certainly not something that’ll come back and bite me. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 27-23-6 
Last week: 20 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Dom: God bless them, the Canucks won’t go quietly and I 
love them for it. Thursday’s win against the Islanders was an 
impressive one, coming back from down 3-2 and controlling 
play all night. It would be a lot of fun if they did make the 
playoffs thanks to Bruce Boudreau’s arrival, but it’s going to 
be really tough with how little season is left. The resurgence 
of Elias Pettersson will be a key cog in that though – he’s 
been trending up. 

Sean: He only has, like, 60 points to go to hit my preseason 
prediction. You never know. 
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20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 28-25-1 
Last week: 21 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

Sean: I watched Max Domi a little more closely than other 
Jackets in their game against the Penguins, and he played 
with a jump. Someone is going to roll the dice on him in a 
couple weeks. We’ll see how that works out. 

In related news — classic run from Jarmo Kekalainen in his 
interview with Pierre LeBrun earlier this week, talking about 
Patrik Laine’s entry into the rumor mill: “Yeah it bothers me 
because people make up shit, that’s what bothers me … I 
understand that sometimes from conversations you have 
(with teams) some of it may leak out, and a name gets in 
there, but this is not a case like that. This is just somebody 
making shit up from their own speculation of what we might 
do.” 

Can’t blame him for being pissed there, right? Laine’s finally 
on a sustained goal-scoring roll — 14 in 13 goals, albeit with 
a 42 xGF%. Fugazi trade stuff isn’t something anybody in 
Columbus wants to deal with. 

Dom: That is an absolutely classic Laine stat line. It’s not 
elite, but he’s scoring enough again that you can almost 
ignore the defensive shortcomings to believe he’s a real top 
liner. That was the case early in his career, but he lost his 
way a bit. Looks like he’s found it again, but that will be an 
extremely interesting contract to negotiate. Does Columbus 
pay him like an 80-point player even if he doesn’t really bring 
the same value as a typical point-per-game guy? 

Sean: I love watching him go on tears like this — the sport is 
honestly better for it, regardless of how empty the calories 
may be — and would want absolutely no parts of trying to 
assess his long-term value. None. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 24-21-9 
Last week: 19 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: For starters, going to apologize for the lazy joke in last 
week’s rankings. I sometimes forget that this column isn’t just 
about rankings, but also about power – specifically the power 
we both have in enraging an entire fanbase from a simple 
throwaway remark. It’s incredible to witness every week. 

Now in regards to the actual team: Not a single part of me 
expected this team to rank 28th in five-on-five shooting 
percentage this year. Bottom five! That has to correct down 
the stretch, right? 

Sean: I’m also going to drop the apology/explanation here — 
we were just wondering whether people were recycling the 
same stale jokes about Winnipeg. The problem was that we 
didn’t actually add anything beyond that. Whoops! Sorry! 

The issue this week, though, is that the most notable thing 
we saw from them was Mark Scheifele getting dropped by a 
guy who’s shorter than both of us, then taking an ‘L’ on 
Twitter from Tim Peel. 

Zero respect for Mark Scheifele. What he did to Jake Evans 
last year was brutal. He has never had any respect for the 
Officials either. Way to go Chris Wideman! Much respect for 
you!! #winnipegjets #hockeyfights #nhl 
https://t.co/T6OW1hyDeZ 

— Tim Peel (@TimCPeel20) March 3, 2022 

Every week, I say that I wish we had one or two more good 
Western Conference teams, and the Jets are Culprit No. 1 
there. They’re an interesting deadline watch, at least. 

Dom: One other thing: I’m still waiting on Connor Hellebuyck 
to actually start stealing some games. He’s had just two all 
season with a GSAx above two, and the last one was nearly 
three months ago. He had eight such games last season. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 20-23-8 
Last week: 22 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I feel like we write about the Islanders being stuck in 
neutral each week. They just lost to the Canucks. They have 
a bunch of old dudes on expiring deals. Blow it up. Trade, 
like, five different guys. See if there’s a Josh Bailey deal to 
be made. Things aren’t going to magically get better there, 
given the nature of the roster and the amount of cap space 
they’d currently have to change things up. 

Dom: They will always have back-to-back conference final 
runs where they got to say “suck it” to a bunch of nerds. 
That’s almost a Stanley Cup! 

Sean: One more of those and the exchange rate would’ve 
checked out. Alas. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 19-30-5 
Last week: 23 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Every Devils game I’ve watched over the last month or 
so has included Damon Severson doing something 
colossally stupid on defense. Great player, can move the 
puck well, but he has to be up there for most face-palm 
moments per 60. He’s this generation’s Jake Gardiner. 

Sean: That’s one of my favorite things to do — ask 
colleagues who’ve been at this longer to tell stories about ol’ 
Jake Gardiner. Also, Damon Severson is not a great player. 
Don’t get gun shy now. The Devils are another team I want 
to make a trade, by the way. Andreas Johnsson to Florida for 
Owen Tippett — Florida gets some bottom-six depth, Jersey 
gets a guy whose timeframe matches up a little better with 
the rest of the core. There we go. 

Dom: Feels like they need a top-four defender more… do the 
Devils have one of those available? 

Sean: Nope. Just P.K. Subban. 
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24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 24-24-6 
Last week: 24 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: If Moritz Seider gets screwed out of the Calder 
because a 35-year-old rookie plays for the Leafs, I am going 
to lose my mind. Dylan Larkin has an outside shot at 100 
points, by the way. 

Dom: I kind of want to see that now. (Seider has my vote, but 
watching Sean lose his mind would be worth the Bunting 
vote). 

Sean: Time to dig up some old tweets where you rip on the 
Seider pick. 

Dom: I definitely have some tweets from 2015 on how much I 
hate 13-year-old Mo’ Seider. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 16-28-10 
Last week: 28 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Dom: The most extremely on-brand Flyers way to end this 
season is to go on a scorching heater to finish the season 
around 85-to-90 points — right where they belonged from the 
beginning. It’ll be hard to do without Sean Couturier, Ryan 
Ellis and of course Claude Giroux, but I believe in the Flyers’ 
consistent quest toward mediocrity too much to think they’re 
this bad. 

Sean: I don’t. This team stinks, and it’s about to get worse. 
Get the Ristolainen-to-Edmonton deal over the finish line, 
please. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 20-27-8 
Last week: 26 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 25 

Sean: The best argument for hiring Kyle Davidson as GM — 
and who wasn’t expecting the in-house candidate from the 
rotten organization to get the job after a five-month search, 
really — is that this deadline is gigantic for the Blackhawks. 
They’re stuck in two modes at once, thanks to Stan 
Bowman’s last year on the job. It’s time to pick a lane. 
Davidson is the right call to handle that aspect of the gig, at 
least. 

Dom: At least he’ll have the 2022 first-round pick to build 
around. Right? 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 22-22-6 
Last week: 25 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 27 

Dom: The Sharks are 4-8-5 over their last 17 games and are 
now on pace to finish fake .500 for the season. It’s time to 

cut the cord, admit a rebuild is necessary, and go all-in 
toward the future. That starts with dealing Tomas Hertl to the 
highest bidder. Re-signing him would be a colossal failure. 

Sean: My only regret is that the Sharks don’t have more guys 
to move. Their next most tradeable player, if you look at 
UFAs, is … Andrew Cogliano? Is that right? But yeah, let’s 
clear the hurdles on a Hertl deal. I’m sorry, I’m trying to 
delete it. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 17-35-5 
Last week: 29 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Sean: We talked about Calle Jarnkrok a little earlier, but he 
really does seem primed to cause a mini-bidding war on 
deadline day. One of the GMs who lose out on Copp will 
overpay a little, and it won’t be the worst idea. Jarnkrok’s 
been kind of terrible in Seattle, but he was good with the 
Preds for a long time. He’s a useful player. 

Dom: He’s one of those guys whose games really 
plummeted with the Kraken. Plus-0.23 relative expected goal 
difference per 60 last year to minus-0.24 this season. Night 
and day, and an acquiring team better hope they get last 
year’s version. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 19-29-5 
Last week: 27 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

Dom: After two periods Thursday night, the expected 
scoreboard for Florida and Ottawa was 5.2-to-1.4 for the 
Panthers. Just a lil lopsided, but the Senators hung on to 
only a 1-0 deficit thanks to the heroics of Anton Forsberg. 
Give that man several beers after that game, he’s earned it. 
Holding the Panthers to just three goals against when they 
were expected to have 7.1 on the night is an 
accomplishment. 

Sean: Expected beers? Also 5.2. While we’re talking about 
Sens goalies, Matt Murray’s save percentage is up to .915. 
My “bold prediction” for Ottawa ahead of the season was that 
he’d throw up a .912, and I didn’t even believe it. It’d be nice 
to see that needle keep moving up. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 17-30-8 
Last week: 30 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 

Sean: I’m trying to find something nice to say about the 
Sabres, and it could be easier. Jeff Skinner has 21 goals, 
and 18 of them are at even-strength. Hey, Alex Tuch has 23 
points in 23 games. That’s neat. 

Dom: They smoked the Leafs 5-1 and looked like the better 
team all night, that’s about as nice as it gets in this kind of 
season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 5, 2022 

 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 14-34-7 
Last week: 31 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: The Canadiens have won six of their last seven games 
as Martin St. Louis continues to prove what a terrible coach 
Dominique Ducharme was. The fun part is that the only loss 
included a gutsy comeback from down 4-0 to Winnipeg. 
Sure, they lost 8-4, but imagine this team once they get NHL 
goaltending again when Carey Price and Jake Allen return. 
They might be able to move up to 30th spot in the power 
rankings, maybe even 29th if they’re lucky. Hell, if they keep 
the comebacks up – they were down 3-1 to Calgary before 
winning in overtime – we might be even talking 28th. 

Sean: Yeah, that’s what I thought when I was writing up 
Buffalo, honestly. The 30 spot is in sight for the Habs. 

While we’re here — best wishes to Arpon, his dad and his 
whole family. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 15-34-4 
Last week: 32 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Sean: Ahead of Thursday’s game against the Avs, the 
Coyotes were 3-4-0 in their last seven and had actually 
outscored opponents despite posting the league’s worst 
xG% (37.53) in that stretch So … it could be worse? 

Dom: They also beat the Avalanche for the second time this 
season, so perhaps these rankings are backwards.
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Staal’s 2 goals, Svechnikov’s OT winner rally Hurricanes past Penguins 

Carolina erased a two-goal deficit and won it in overtime on 
the power play 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Losers of two straight and coming off three 
games in which they didn’t seem like themselves, the 
Hurricanes needed something to snap them out of their dog 
days of the season funk. 

Enter the Pittsburgh Penguins, the team chasing the 
Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division. 

The Hurricanes fell behind two goals but — led by captain 
Jordan Staal’s two goals, Vincent Trocheck’s feistiness and 
Andrei Svechnikov’s winning power play goal — rallied to 
beat the Penguins 3-2 in overtime in front of a standing-
room-only crowd of 19,023. 

“We needed an emotional game, I think,” Staal said. “Usually 
when we come in this building, the fans are definitely into it, 
especially against this team.” 

After Trocheck goaded Penguins defenseman Kris Letang 
into a slashing penalty in overtime, Carolina sent out four 
forwards for the ensuing 4-on-3 power play. It took only 27 
seconds for the Hurricanes to end it, with Sebastian Aho 
setting up Teuvo Teravainen for a one-timer that led to a 
rebound in front. Svechnikov shoveled it in to complete the 
comeback. 

“It was a great effort by everybody, just hands down,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It was no 
passengers and everyone was playing their hardest. It 
doesn’t always work out, as we know, but tonight we got 
what we deserved.” 

There wouldn’t have been an overtime without Staal, who 
willed his team back into the game after the Penguins went 
into the first intermission with a 2-0 lead following goals by 
Jake Guentzel and Sidney Crosby. 

The Hurricanes came out of the intermission with a renewed 
resolve, and an early hit by Svechnikov got the crowd — 
which had its share of Penguins fans — back into the game. 

During a grinding shift with linemates Nino Niederreiter and 
Jesper Fast, Staal won a battle behind the net and then got 
in front. Niederreiter attempted to stuff the puck past Casey 
DeSmith (39 saves) on the far side, and the rebound kicked 
out to Staal in the slot. He shot through two Penguins 
defenders and scored to make it 2-1 at 4:20 of the middle 
frame. 

“That’s what those two guys do,” Staal said of his linemates. 
“They hound pucks and they create havoc. It may not be the 
prettiest ones, but it’s tough to defend.” 

Staal wasn’t finished. 

After Pittsburgh’s Kasperi Kapanen failed to get the puck out 
of the zone, Carolina defenseman Ethan Bear quickly shot 
the puck toward the net. Staal, positioned in the high slot, got 
a piece of the shot and redirected it past DeSmith for his 
second goal of the night to make it 2-2 with 10:12 left in 
regulation. 

“It comes at you a little quicker,” Staal said of tipping a shot 
that far from the net. “Just trying to get a piece of it really. I 
didn’t get much of it, it didn’t move a ton. Just enough to go 
in the net.” 

It gave Staal two goals in a game for the first time in nearly a 
year — he scored twice in Dallas on April 27, 2021 — and 
improved his personal record to 16-1-1 when he’s scored 
twice in a game, including 7-0 with Carolina. The one loss? 
Nov. 12, 2011, at PNC Arena — when he was still playing for 
the Penguins. 

“I remember,” Staal said with his eyes closed as he 
reminisced. “I scored on (Cam Ward) in that one. I remember 
that game. We’ve had a lot of battles between these two 
teams, and I think it’s only going to get better.” 

The Hurricanes then got another boost, this time from 
Trocheck, who dropped the gloves with Mark Friedman with 
just over three minutes left in regulation. Following the third 
fight of his NHL career and first since Jan. 18, 2020, 
Trocheck fired up the crowd by waving his arms. 

“Everyone was fired up after he did that. … It fired me up, for 
sure. Big time,” Svechnikov said of Trocheck’s fight and 
theatrics. 

Then in overtime, he and Letang tangled behind the play and 
the Pittsburgh defenseman took it one step too far and was 
penalized. Trocheck was seen smiling in the aftermath, and 
then the Hurricanes got the last laugh with the power play 
winner. 

“Everyone has different personalities in how they play and 
we want to be competitive,” Brind’Amour said, “but he’s got a 
little extra gear. That was what we saw tonight.” 

The first 20 minutes had an “Oh no, not again” feel to it when 
poor puck management and blown assignments led to two 
Pittsburgh goals. 

First, Martin Necas’ pass in the defensive zone was 
intercepted at the blue line, leading to Crosby powering his 
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way through three Carolina defenders and centering a pass 
that eventually found its way to Guentzel for his 27th goal of 
the year and a 1-0 lead at 4:28. 

Then just after a Niederreiter slashing penalty expired, the 
Penguins reloaded in their own end and came up ice with 
speed. Guentzel exploited a hole in the Hurricanes’ defense 
and found Crosby in the slot for a goal past Antti Raanta (22 
saves) and a 2-0 lead at 13:53. 

“Being down two against that team is tough,” Staal said. “We 
had to rebound and get going. … We found a way to tie it 
up.” 

Notes: It was the third game this season in which Svechnikov 
had at least five hits and three shots on goal. Carolina has 

won all three. … Niederreiter hit the post twice and saw his 
two-game goal streak end. … The Hurricanes took only two 
minor penalties Friday, the seventh time this season they’ve 
taken two or fewer minors. Only one of the previous six came 
at PNC Arena. 

Svechnikov addresses Russia-Ukraine conflict 

Svechnikov, a native of Barnaul, Russia, made a brief 
statement following the game about the conflict in Ukraine. 
When I asked how he is staying focused with all the “outside 
noise,” he responded, “It’s a hard situation for sure, but I 
hope they’re gonna find a peaceful solution as soon as 
possible and that everything is going to be fine there.”

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Come From Behind, Beat Penguins In OT 

Staal strikes twice, Svechnikov scores the overtime winner 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Andrei Svechnikov completed a three-goal, 
come-from-behind effort for the Carolina Hurricanes Friday, 
scoring the overtime winner in a 3-2 victory over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins.  

The Rundown: 

24 hours after being shut out and outplayed by the 
Washington Capitals, the Penguins moved the Canes misery 
to a fourth consecutive period, quickly taking a 2-0 lead. In 
control for the entire duration of the opening frame, the 
visitors published ten high danger chances in the first period 
(per NaturalStatTrick) forcing Antti Raanta to be active early. 

While Carolina's puck management did them no favors to 
begin the night, they were able to correct that mistake for the 
middle frame and on. 

A night and day difference in their efforts allowed them to 
shift the momentum, cutting their deficit to just one by way of 
Jordan Staal. It was the first of what would be two on the 
evening for the captain, getting his club on the scoreboard as 
he cleaned up a loose puck in the slot. 

Doubling Pittsburgh in shots 16-8 in the second, the Canes 
were able to carry their swing into the third, eventually 
getting the equalizer via Staal, too. A harmless looking shot 
from the point by Ethan Bear changed directions in the high 
slot by number 11, moving the contest into the second half of 
the third and eventually overtime at 2-2. 

Before the game reached the three-on-three though, a 
crucial sequence transpired with just 3:18 remaining. Vincent 
Trocheck dropped the gloves with Mark Friedman in the 
Pittsburgh defending end, firing up a sold out PNC Arena on 
his way to the penalty box afterward. 

Then, already having the attention of the crowd when he 
exited the box in overtime, Trocheck baited Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang into a slashing call with 3:13 on the 
clock. This allowed Carolina to head to their third power play 
of the night, one they'd bury on to pull off the victory. 

As part of a four-forward attack, a Teuvo Teravainen shot 
from the glove-side circle left a rebound in front of Andrei 
Svechnikov, one he'd put back for his 23rd goal of the 
season. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour describing how he saw the game play out: 

I thought we were good in the first period, we just gave them 
the first one. They made good plays, you have to give them 
credit, but it was on our stick and we just gave it to them. The 
three or four shifts they dominated in the first period, that's 
what happened. We weren't smart with the puck there, but 
the rest of the time I thought we were really good. From the 
second period on, we just didn't do that. We didn't have 
those where we made it easy on them. They had to work for 
what they got. That was the secret." 

Brind'Amour continuing his praise for the group in a bounce 
back effort: 

"I thought tonight was just a great effort by everybody, hands 
down. There was no passengers. Everyone was playing their 
hardest. That doesn't always work out, as we know, but I 
think tonight we got what we deserved." 

Vincent Trocheck on the physicality evident in tonight's 
contest: 

"Both teams were playing pretty physical. You get into March 
and every game starts to get a little bit more physical. You 
buy into it and you have to answer the bell. When teams start 
playing physical with you, you have to play physical back." 
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What's Next?: 

The team is off on Saturday and will return to work Sunday 
as the Seattle Kraken come to town for the very first time. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Derek Stepan was the healthy extra tonight for the 
Canes. Seth Jarvis drew back into the lineup after 
sitting out Thursday in Washington. 

 Tonight was Staal's first two-goal game since April 
27, 2021 @ Dallas. 

 Sidney Crosby had one goal and one assist for 
Pittsburgh. 

 Aho, Trocheck, Staal and Svechnikov each had four 
shots on goal in the effort. 

 Carolina won the shots battle 42-24. Pittsburgh had 
14 shots combined in the final 43:14. 

 Antti Raanta made 22 saves for his eighth win of 
the year.

 

 

 

Hurricanes rally past Penguins in OT 

Svechnikov scores last of Carolina's three straight goals 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov scored a power-play 
goal with 1:46 left in overtime, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
rallied for a 3-2 win against the Pittsburgh Penguins at PNC 
Arena on Friday. 

Svechnikov scored from the slot off a rebound of a shot by 
Teuvo Teravainen. Kris Letang was in the penalty box for 
slashing Vincent Trocheck. 

"It was a good goal," Pittsburgh goalie Casey DeSmith said. 
"Obviously a rebound, It just happened pretty fast. We left 
the flank guy and there was a little scramble there. Four-on-
3's are tough." 

Jordan Staal scored two goals, and Antti Raanta made 22 
saves for the Hurricanes (38-12-5), who had lost two in a 
row, including 4-0 at the Washington Capitals on Thursday, 
following a five-game winning streak. 

"I just thought tonight was a great effort by everybody," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Just no passengers, 
and everyone was playing their hardest. It doesn't always 
work out, as we know, but I think tonight we got what we 
deserved." 

Sidney Crosby had a goal and an assist for the Penguins 
(34-14-9), who had won three straight, including 5-1 at the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday. DeSmith made 38 saves. 

"Phenomenal," Pittsburgh forward Jake Guentzel said of 
DeSmith. "He played an outstanding game. He kept us in the 
game the whole time. I'm really happy to see him play that 
well. I wish we could have gotten the two points for him." 

Staal tied it 2-2 at 9:48 of the third period when he redirected 
Ethan Bear's shot from the point. Staal has scored five goals 
in the past seven games after scoring two in the first 42. 

"He's got to stay hot and [he's] got to shoot more," 
Svechnikov said. "He's going to score more and more." 

The Hurricanes captain made it 2-1 at 4:20 of the second 
period when he scored from the slot after Nino Niederreiter 
wrapped the puck around DeSmith's right pad. Jesper Fast 
worked the puck free behind the net to start the play. 

"That's what those two guys do," Staal said of his linemates. 
"They hound pucks and they create havoc. They may not be 
the prettiest ones, but it's tough to defend." 

Guentzel gave Pittsburgh a 1-0 lead at 4:28 of the first period 
when he redirected Marcus Pettersson's pass from the top of 
the right face-off circle. 

Crosby made it 2-0 at 13:53. Guentzel got behind the 
Carolina defense and passed to Crosby driving the net. 

"I didn't think we did as good a job in the second and third 
(periods) just controlling territory," Pittsburgh coach Mike 
Sullivan said. "If you can hang on to pucks in the offensive 
zone and force them to expend energy defending us, it takes 
them out of the game they want to play a little bit. I just didn't 
think we did it as consistently enough in the second and the 
third." 

NOTES: Crosby extended his point streak to six games 
(eight points; two goals, six assists). … Guentzel has a 
three-game point streak (five points; two goals, three 
assists). ... Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin had a seven-
game point streak end (11 points; five goals, six assists). ... 
Penguins forward Brock McGinn had two shots on goal and 
two blocked shots in his first game at Carolina since signing 
with Pittsburgh on July 28, 2021. McGinn scored 106 points 
(51 goals, 55 assists) in 345 games with the Hurricanes. ... 
Svechnikov's goal was his seventh on the power play, a 
single-season high. His 23 goals are one short of his NHL 
career high (2019-20). ... The Hurricanes penalty kill was 2-
for-2 and is at 89.3 percent this season (175-for-196).
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Svechnikov scores in OT as Hurricanes rally past Penguins 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored on a 
power play at 3:14 of overtime as the Carolina Hurricanes 
rallied from two goals down to beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 
3-2 on Friday night. 

Jordan Staal scored two goals for the Hurricanes, who 
snapped a two-game skid and won for the fourth time in 16 
chances (4-10-2) when trailing after two periods. Antti 
Raanta stopped 22 shots. 

“We played our game, for sure, after the first period,” 
Svechnikov said. 

Jake Guentzel and Sidney Crosby each had a goal and an 
assist for the Penguins, who fell to 23-1-2 when leading 
through two periods. Casey DeSmith made 38 saves. 

The Hurricanes earned a point in 10 straight games at home 
(9-0-1). 

“(This game) was just a great effort by everybody,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “There was no passengers. 
Everyone was playing their hardest. It doesn’t always work 
out, but tonight I think we got what we deserved.” 

Svechnikov’s 23rd goal of the season came after Pittsburgh’s 
Kris Letang went to the penalty box for slashing 2:47 into 
overtime. Letang and Carolina’s Vincent Trocheck were 
involved in that play. 

“Kris has to keep his cool,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan 
said. “They’re going to call it the way they see it. I saw it 
differently.” 

It was Svechnikov’s fifth game-winning goal of the season, 
including the fourth in the team’s last nine victories. He 
cleaned up the rebound of Teuvo Teravainen’s shot. 

“That just happened pretty fast,” DeSmith said. “But 4-on-3s 
are tough.” 

Both teams turned to their No. 2 goalies after playing road 
games Thursday night. 

Guentzel scored 4:28 into the game with a redirection of 
Marcus Pettersson’s delivery. 

Guentzel set up the next goal, with the Penguins going up 2-
0 with 6:07 left in the period when his pass went through 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei’s legs on the way to 
Crosby. Crosby has scored in three consecutive games for 
the second time this season. 

Staal’s first goal came after teammate Nino Niederreiter’s 
determined pursuit of the puck helped produce the goal. 
Staal was left alone in the slot to fire in the rebound at 4:20 
of the second. 

Staal redirected Ethan Bear’s shot for the tying goal with 
10:12 left in regulation. 

The Penguins were limited to five shots in the third period 
despite going on a power play with 2:09 remaining. 

“We knew what we were up against,” Sullivan said. “I didn’t 
think we did as good of a job in the second and the third just 
controlling territory.” 

SURGING STAAL 

Staal, a decade removed from his time with the Penguins, 
has been on a scoring binge the past couple of weeks. He 
has five goals in the last seven games, scoring in every-other 
game during that stretch. 

“They’re starting to go in,” Staal said. “It took long enough to 
get going.” 

Before that, he had three goals in 46 games this season. The 
Carolina captain has scored in both games against 
Pittsburgh this season. 

ROAD SHOW 

Pittsburgh has points in nine of its last 10 road games. 
Playing at Tampa Bay and Carolina on consecutive nights 
pitted the Penguins against two of the Eastern Conference’s 
top teams. 

“We got three out of four points,” Sullivan said. “We would 
have liked to get four.” 

On Friday night, Penguins fans had a large presence in the 
arena. At one point, they were chanting DeSmith’s name. 

“That was so cool,” he said. 

WELCOME BACK 

Pittsburgh forward Brock McGinn, who played his first six 
NHL seasons with the Hurricanes until a free-agent move 
last summer, was given a video recognition and a rousing 
ovation during a break in the first period. 

UP NEXT 

Penguins: Host Florida on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Seattle on Sunday night.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Hats off to Robertson, Arvidsson 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Friday 

Viktor Arvidsson, Los Angeles Kings 

The Los Angeles Kings rallied for a huge win on Friday night, 
overcoming a two goal third period deficit to get a 4-3 victory 
over the Columbus Blue Jackets. Arvidsson led the way with 
three goals, including the game tying goal in the third period 
and the game winner in overtime to complete the hat trick. 
He is now at 18 goals for the season and has been an 
amazing pickup for the Kings this season to help speed up 
their rebuild and make them a playoff team. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Friday 

Jason Robertson also had a hat trick on Friday night, scoring 
the game winner to lift the Dallas Stars to a win over the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Andrei Svechnikov scores the game winning goal in overtime 
to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to a 3-2 win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

Viktor Arvidsson’s three goal game for the Kings including 
his overtime winner. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Friday 

Wild struggles continue  

The Minnesota Wild have been struggling for a couple of 
weeks now and let one slip away on Friday night, losing a 5-
4 decision against the Buffalo Sabres. They are still a really 
good team but this is not the time of year you want to be 
slumping. This looks like a team that needs a little bit of a lift 
at the trade deadline. 

Penguins, Hurricanes would be epic series 

Carolina overcame an early two goal deficit against 
Pittsburgh to rally for a 3-2 overtime win thanks to a pair of 
Jordan Staal goals and the aforementioned Svechnikov 
winner. This would be an epic seven game series if they end 
up meeting in the playoffs at some point. Pittsburgh may not 
have gotten the extra point on Friday but they did collect 
three out of four points in a back to back against Tampa Bay 
and Carolina on the road. 

Golden Knights get huge win  

Wow did the Vegas Golden Knights need this game. They 
entered Friday’s game on the outside of the Western 
Conference playoff picture thanks to their recent struggles, 
but won an important four point game against Anaheim to put 
some distance between them and the Ducks in the Stanley 
Cup Playoff race. 

Saturday’s big story 

The late game on Saturday features the top two teams in the 
Western Conference when the Colorado Avalanche host the 
Calgary Flames. Both teams have been on rolls here lately, 
with Colorado playing at an absurdly high level after a slow 
start to the season in their first 10 games. These two teams 
have clearly established themselves as the class of the 
Western Conference and this could be a very realistic 
Western Conference Final matchup in a few months. 

Friday’s NHL Scores 

Buffalo Sabres 5, Minnesota Wild 4 
Tampa Bay Lightning 3, Detroit Red Wings 1 
New York Rangers 3, New Jersey Devils 1 
Carolina Hurricanes 3, Pittsburgh Penguins 2 (OT) 
Los Angeles Kings 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 3 (OT) 
Dallas Stars 4, Winnipeg Jets 3 (OT) 
Vegad Golden Knights 5, Anaheim Ducks 4
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Captain Consistency: Staal’s two-goal night propels Canes to comeback win 

The Carolina Hurricanes came back from a two-goal deficit 
to defeat the Pittsburgh Penguins in overtime 3-2 Friday 
night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel  

After getting embarrassed in Washington just 24 hours 
earlier, it came as a shock that the Carolina Hurricanes were 
as flat footed as they were in the first period.  

Defensive lapses, turnovers and an inability to cleanly pass 
the puck followed the Canes’ back home and, because of 
that, it was an uphill battle early in Carolina. 

It wasn’t like the visiting Pittsburgh Penguins were 
particularly good, it was just that the Hurricanes were just 
making those small mental mistakes.  

The first Pittsburgh goal came off a tough Necas turnover in 
his own end. He had ample time and space to make an 
appropriate play, but instead he sent it right up the middle 
where it was picked off. The Penguins kept the zone and 
Jake Guentzel was in front to tip home a Marcus Pettersson 
shot past Antti Raanta. 

The next Penguins goal came on the power play after Nino 
Niederreiter sat for a retaliatory slash. The Canes technically 
killed it off, but the Penguins reloaded with possession and 
Guentzel hit a streaking Sidney Crosby for the goal. 

The Hurricanes looked like a mess in their own zone and 
were generating nothing dangerous offensively.  

Luckily, the team actually decided to show up for the second 
period. 

And it was none other than the captain, Jordan Staal, setting 
the tone with his fourth goal in seven games potting home a 
rebound chance in front. 

The Staal line with Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast has 
been one of Carolina’s most consistent lines this season, 

able to generate hard on the forecheck and stymie 
opponents chances.  

The Canes tilted the chance and shot numbers through the 
next 20 minutes, but some stellar goaltending from Casey 
DeSmith was keeping Carolina at bay. 

However, halfway through the third, the captain broke 
through again. 

Ethan Bear made a solid play to hold the line on what 
seemed like an assured clear and he sent the puck back on 
net, where Staal redirected it from the high-slot. 

Five goals in his last seven games, to correct an earlier 
comment. 

The Canes were pushing from there and tempers rose to a 
boiling point as Vincent Trocheck dropped the gloves with 
Penguins’ defenseman Mark Friedman. Trocheck scored the 
takedown and pumped the crowd as he was going to the 
box. 

Nobody could find the go-ahead goal in regulation, so to 
overtime it went. 

And that’s when the Canes got their chance. 

Trocheck, freshly out of the box, got under the skin of 
Pittsburgh’s top defenseman Kris Letang and drew a dumb 
slashing call against the Penguins. 

On the ensuing power play, Andrei Svechnikov parked 
himself in front of the net where he cleaned up a juicy 
rebound to win it for Carolina. 

From down two, to winning in overtime, the Hurricanes 
showcased the relentlessness that they are known for and 
grabbed yet another two points in the standings. 

The Canes will be back in action on Sunday as they host the 
Seattle Kraken for the first time in franchise history at 7 p.m. 
at PNC Arena. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Svechnikov, Staal discuss OT win over Penguins 

The Canes battled back to win an important hockey game 
Friday night, beating the Penguins in overtime. 

By Ryan Henkel and Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes stormed back after being down 2-0 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins to take the game 3-2 in 
overtime Friday night at PNC Arena. 

The captain, Jordan Staal, put the team in his back with a 
two-goal performance and Andrei Svechnikov scored the 
overtime winner. 

After the game, Rod Brind’Amour along with Vincent 
Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal spoke to the 
media. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On pinpointing a turning point in the game: I thought we were 
good in the first period, we just gave them the first one. They 
made good plays, give them credit, but it was on our stick 
and we gave it to them. There were three or four shifts they 
dominated in the first period, but that’s what happens. We 
weren’t smart with the puck there, but the rest of the time we 
were really good. The second period on, we didn’t make it 
easy for them. Made them work for what they got. That was 
the secret. 

On needing an emotional game: It’s tough this time of year. 
So many games just coming one after another. It’s hard to 
bring it every night, but obviously at our rink it helps. Come in 
here and the building’s electric and against that opponent 
too, it helps. 

On Vincent Trocheck being an agitator: I think you’re right. 
Everyone has different personalities and how they play. You 
want to be competitive and he’s got an extra gear in him. 
That was what we saw tonight. 

On if the team responds positively to ramping up the 
physicality: I don’t think our game changes. We just adapt to 
whatever we need to. I think that’s one of the strengths of the 
group. I just thought tonight was a great effort by everybody. 
Hands down. No passengers. Everyone was playing their 
hardest. Doesn’t always work out as you know, but tonight I 
think we got what we deserved. 

On Jordan Staal bringing it to another level against the 
Penguins: You’ll have to ask him about all that, but he’s 
good. His line could have had a few more, but there were 
some weird things going on around the net. Then they get 
one they probably shouldn’t have. It was their night. I think 
our guys played a great game and we got the two points. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On what happened between him and Kris Letang: He was 
pressuring me hard with the puck. I tried to get rid of it. After I 
got rid of it, he threw a couple of shots. So I pushed him back 
and then he took a couple of extra with his stick. He got it for 
the retaliation. 

On what led to his fight: Not much, really. I just went in on 
the forecheck and after I hit him he shed his stuff really 
quick. He didn’t give me much of a choice.  

On being fired up in the second after the slow start: After the 
first period it wasn’t great. We played last game pretty 
awfully and it wasn’t a great game. And then to come out in 
the first period kind of relaxed, nobody was really happy with 
how we were playing. [Brind’Amour]’s message was pretty 
positive. Down two goals against a team like that, just come 
out and play our game and work for one at a time. 

On any second thoughts on having four forwards on the ice: 
No, I don’t think so. We’ve done it a few times in overtime. 
We’ve had 4-on-3, so we’re pretty confident. We have the 
puck and think we can score, and if it ends up on their stick 
we have the confidence to get back. 

On matching the physicality: I thought both teams were 
playing pretty physical. When you get into March and later in 
the season it starts to get more physical. Both teams are 
playing like that. You just kind of buy into it and you have to 
answer the bell. Whenever a team is playing physical with 
you, you’ve got to play physical back.  

On Staal: Yeah, he’s been playing the same way since I got 
here for the last three years. Obviously when you play like 
that you’re going to get your chances, and the pucks are 
starting to fall for him. 

On the special teams: The power play and penalty kill are 
huge, especially late in the season. I think we still have to 
stay out of the box a little bit more. We were in the box too 
much again and against a power play like that. Late in the 
season you’re going to play against power plays that are 
tops in the league, so we’ve got to stay out of the box a little 
better. It’s nice to get a power play, especially in overtime. 

On if he’ll get grief back home for the fight: It’s been nine 
years of this. I don’t think they’re looking forward to me 
having a clean face.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On what got everyone going: Yeah, the first period wasn’t 
our period. After we came out and worked harder than them 
and played our game. The first period that didn’t happen. 
That’s why we won that game. We played our game after the 
first period, for sure.  

On Staal saying he was just getting started the other night: 
Exactly. He’s got to stay hot and shoot more. He’s going to 
score more for sure. 

On if they were expecting that game to be as ‘playoffy’ as it 
was: Yeah, it’s two of the best teams in the league pretty 
much. We matched each other. They’ve got a good team. It’s 
a good matchup, for sure.  

On Antti Raanta’s value in the first period: He was 
unbelievable. He made so many saves, and he helped us for 
sure tonight.  

On if the Trocheck fight fired them up: Yeah, for sure. It’s a 
big fight. Everyone was fired up after that. It was fun to see 
that, for sure.  

On if that fires him up: Oh yeah. It fired me up for sure, big 
time.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 5, 2022 

 

On if he almost dropped the gloves: No, not really. I just hit 
the guys.  

On the reason for the ability to stay out of the box in this one: 
We didn’t really talk about it. Once you don’t talk about it you 
take less penalties. That’s how it works. Everyone was doing 
a great job today with the penalties.  

On if it’s been hard for him to keep his focus with everything 
going on outside of hockey: Yeah, it’s a hard situation for 
sure. But I hope they’re going to find a peaceful solution as 
soon as possible and everything is going to be fine there.  

Jordan Staal 

On the only game of his career where he scored twice and 
didn’t win being a loss against the Hurricanes when he was 
on Pittsburgh and on if he remembers that game: I 
remember. I scored on [Cam Ward]. I remember that game. 
We’ve had a lot of battles between these two teams. It’s only 
going to get better.  

On him saying he was only getting started the other day: 
That was what I said. I was half joking, but they’re starting to 
go in. 

On getting going in the second half: I guess so. It took long 
enough to get going.  

On his line grinding for the first goal: That’s what those two 
guys do. They hound pucks and create havoc. They may not 
be the prettiest ones, but it’s tough to defend. Create quick 
turnovers and bring it to the net and good things happen. 
[Jesper Fast] no question every night he’s the same thing 
over and over again. Hard on pucks and creates havoc, and 
Nino [Niederreiter]’s not far from that. He brings the puck to 
the net. Tonight those two guys played really well.  

On this game being vintage Vincent Trocheck: He was on his 
game tonight, too. Everyone was, I thought. [Trocheck] was 
really good, solid. Obviously he was doing his thing, and it 
was a fun game.  

On the playoff atmosphere: We needed it. We needed an 
emotional game, I think. Usually when we come into this 
building the fans are always into it, especially against this 
team. It makes for an interesting night. Two teams that are at 
the top of the Metro, so yeah we were expecting a tough 
game. 

On the team’s response after the first period: They jumped 
on us early. They did a great job making it hard on us. Being 
down two against that team is tough. We had to rebound and 
get going, and that second period was evident of that. We 
had a couple shifts in our end, but for the most part had 
control of the game and had the puck a lot. We were creating 
chances, and we just wanted to keep building that in the third 
and found a way to tie it up. 

On getting chances and sticking to that game: It’s kind of 
been our game from the start. The good thing about our 
group is kind of sticking with it and not getting frustrated 
when stuff like that happens. Knowing that if you continue to 
throw pucks and create chances and get to the net that 
eventually it will go in. Tonight was no different. 

On deflecting from the high slot: It comes at you a little 
quicker, but you’re just trying to get a piece of it. I didn’t get 
much of it. It didn’t move a ton, but just enough to go in the 
net.  

On Ethan Bear keeping the puck alive on that goal: That’s 
kind of why I was creeping out. I wasn’t sure if he had kept it 
in or not. He did a great job. I think there were a lot of guys in 
his lane and to bring it down, I thought he would shoot it at 
net. He did. It was a good little sneaky shot, and it was a 
good goal to get us back in it.  

On if he’ll be lobbying for more ice time: I always want to get 
involved. The more ice time the better. I’m going to continue 
to push and try to create more ice time for myself and play 
the way this team needs me to play.
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Staal, Svechnikov shock Penguins in Canes’ comeback win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Center Jordan Staal spearheaded the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
effort to get back in the win column as the Canes came back 
to beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 3-2 on Friday, March 4. 

Staal netted a pair of goals as Carolina (38-12-5) clawed 
back from a 2-0 first-intermission deficit to take down the 
Penguins (34-14-9). A game-winning overtime goal by right 
wing Andrei Svechnikov sealed the victory as the Canes 
asserted their spot atop the Metropolitan division. 

“I always want to get involved,” Staal said. “The more ice 
time, the better. I'm going to continue to push and try to 
create more ice time for myself and play the way this team 
needs me to play.” 

That fight-back mentality manifested itself on the ice in more 
ways than one, as center and Pittsburgh native Vincent 
Trocheck sent the Carolina crowd into a frenzy when he beat 
Mark Friedman in a fight late in the third period. Trocheck 
had his jersey pulled over his head towards the end, but 
even that lack of vision couldn’t stop him from taking 
Friedman to the ground. 

“Everyone has different personalities in how they play,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We want to be competitive 
but he's got a little extra gear… that was what we saw 
tonight.” 

The Canes’ persistence in attacking the opposing net was 
another big factor in the victory. Carolina was not afraid to let 
the puck fly at any point in the night, outshooting Pittsburgh 
in every period for a 42-24 shots on goal advantage overall. 
Pens goalie Casey DeSmith did well to keep the Hurricanes 
from running away with the contest, but his efforts couldn’t 
stop the Canes from getting the W. 

Goaltender Antti Raanta got back into the win column as well 
with his 22-save performance. The Canes’ 4-3 OT loss to the 
Detroit Red Wings on March 1 did not impact his goalie 
record, so this result made it back-to-back wins against the 
Penguins for Raanta after a 4-3 win in Pittsburgh on Feb. 20. 

The win marks a promising start to a four-game homestand 
for Carolina. After a pair of rough road results in Detroit and 
Washington, the Canes have an opportunity to rebuild some 
momentum as the playoffs draw closer. 

“It's tough in this time of year,” Brind’Amour said. “So many 
games just coming one after another. I think it's just hard to 
garner that every night. Obviously, in our rink, it helps just to 
come in here and the building's electric.” 

The Hurricanes will be back in action on Sunday, March 6 
when they take on the Seattle Kraken at home. Puck drops 
at 7 p.m.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259078143.html 
https://theathletic.com/3162919/2022/03/04/nhl-power-rankings-theres-a-mess-at-the-top-and-another-mess-at-the-bottom/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/staals-2-goals-svechnikovs-ot-winner-rallies-hurricanes-past-penguins/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-come-from-behind-beat-penguins-in-ot/c-331456534 

https://www.nhl.com/news/pittsburgh-penguins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-331365660 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-hockey-ef2a5aec249684aed04fc8a9294a0e16 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/05/nhl-scores-nhl-rink-wrap-hats-off-to-robertson-arvidsson/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/4/22962563/captain-consistency-jordan-staals-two-goal-night-propels-carolina-hurricanes-to-comeback-win 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/4/22962527/they-said-it-brindamour-trocheck-svechnikov-staal-discuss-ot-win-over-penguins-carolina-
hurricanes 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/staal-svechnikov-shock-penguins-in-canes-comeback-win/article_db7374ac-9c37-11ec-b7ee-
7b96f08a651f.html 
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Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes stun Penguins with an overtime power-
play goal, win 3-2 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It was just team game No. 55 for the Carolina Hurricanes in early March, 
but it had the feel of games to be played later with much bigger stakes. 

The Canes and the Pittsburgh Penguins went at it with heart and 
intensity, and sometimes with their fists, before Carolina pulled out a 3-2 
overtime victory Friday at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s power-play goal won it for the Canes (38-12-5), the 
Metropolitan Divisions leaders, but only after captain Jordan Staal scored 
twice to get Carolina to overtime. Goalie Antti Raanta picked up the 
victory and everyone in the Canes lineup seemingly had a hand in the 
victory -- or in Vincent Trocheck’s case, both hands. 

Trocheck dropped the gloves late in regulation and traded blows with 
defenseman Mark Friedman, pumping his arms as he skated off to the 
penalty box, asking for noise. He got it. 

“Everyone was fired up when he did that,” Svechnikov said. 

Including Svechnikov? 

“Oh, yeah,” he said. “It fired me up for sure, big time.” 

Trocheck then drew a slashing call on veteran Pens defenseman Kris 
Letang in the overtime. After some push and shove with Letang, 
Trocheck popped Letang in the back of the head and Letang then 
retaliated with the slash. Only Letang went to the box at 2:47 of the OT, 
leaving the Canes with a four-on-three power play. 

Svechnikov scored 27 seconds later, following up a shot by Teuvo 
Teravainen for his 23rd goal of the season and his fifth game-winner. 
Canes fans, who had been in a rowdy cheering battle with a large 
contingent of Pens fans in the arena, thundered their approval. 

“We needed an emotional game and usually when you come in this 
building the fans are always definitely into it, especially against this team, 
and it makes for an interesting night,” Staal said. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said PNC Arena was “electric” while also 
noting “obviously the opponent helps.” 

Sidney Crosby and Jake Guentzel each had a goal and assist for the 
Pens (34-14-9), who were coming off a 5-1 beating of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Thursday and looking to climb within one point of Carolina in 
the Metro standings with a regulation win. The Pens took a 2-0 lead in 
the first period and goalie Casey DeSmith was in a nice groove, although 
Raanta also made some sharp stops in the period. 

“They made it hard on us,” Staal said. “Being down two against that team 
is tough. We had to rebound and get going and I thought in the second 
period we took control of the game.” 

Svechnikov had a big hit in the second that helped the Canes shift the 
momentum. Staal then got the Canes, shut out 4-0 Thursday by the 
Washington Capitals, on the board with a shot from the slot after some 
hard work by his line of wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. 

“The first period wasn’t our period but after it we came out hard and we 
played our game,” Svechnikov said. 

Staal’s second goal came on a redirection of an Ethan Bear shot from the 
point, Staal knocking down the puck in the high slot and having it bounce 
past DeSmith. Staal recently quipped that he was “just warming up” and 
he now has five goals in his last seven games and eight for the season. 

“He’s got to stay hot and shoot more and he’ll score more and more,” 
Svechnikov said. 

The Canes have never lost a game when Staal scored twice in a game -- 
they’re now 7-0-0. He’s 16-1-1 in his career, for the Pens and Canes, in 
games where he had a pair. 

After taking six minor penalties in the loss at Washington, the Canes had 
two Friday. They killed both off, although Crosby did score for a 2-0 Pens 
lead moments after a power play expired off a nice Guentzel pass. 

“Tonight was just a great effort by everybody, hands down,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It doesn’t always work out but tonight we got what we deserved.” 

Svechnikov comments on Russia-Ukraine crisis 

After the game, Svechnikov made his first public comment on the 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis: “It’s a hard situation for sure but I hope 
they’re going to find a peaceful solution as soon as possible and 
everything’s going to be fine there.” 
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John Forslund, former voice of the Canes, returns to PNC Arena with 
Seattle Kraken 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

John Forslund will be back on the fifth level of PNC Arena on Sunday, 
high above the ice, his TV headset on, his preparation done and his 
notes neatly arranged as he calls a Carolina Hurricanes hockey game. 

It will be the first time since Feb. 28, 2020 that Forslund has done that, 
but it won’t be anything like old times. 

It will be different and perhaps difficult, he said. And, surely bittersweet. 

Forslund will be in the visiting TV broadcast booth Sunday night as the 
play-by-play announcer for the Seattle Kraken, an NHL expansion team 
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seeking a second victory this inaugural season against the team that 
Forslund once helped establish in the Triangle market while becoming a 
big part of its brand. 

Forslund has been back to PNC Arena. He was at N.C. State’s 
basketball game against Notre Dame on Feb. 5 — during the NHL All-
Star break — to watch his younger daughter, Kara, participate with a 
dance team at halftime. 

“We got some seats in the club level and I didn’t know how that was 
going to feel,” Forslund said Tuesday in an interview with the News & 
Observer. “I hadn’t been in the building since February of 2020 and I’m 
kind of glad I was in the building at least, so I don’t have to walk in for 
(Sunday’s) game for the first time. 

“To be honest, I don’t know how it’s going to be to work a game there. I 
know what I’m banking on is that I’ve got a job to do and I’m going to go 
in there and do my job. I hope it’s a good game. But it’s going to be weird 
because of the way it all ended.” 

Forslund’s difficult exit 

There’s a bit of sadness attached to that comment. Forslund was once a 
fixture for the Canes, and a fixture at PNC Arena for more than 20 years. 
He and his family moved from Hartford, Connecticut, to Raleigh in 1997 
when the Whalers relocated and transformed into the Hurricanes. The 
voice of the Whalers became the voice of the Canes. 

Forslund was PNC Arena for all the big moments — the Hurricanes’ first 
game there in 1999, the first Stanley Cup Final games in 2002, the 
winning of a Stanley Cup in 2006, some thrilling victories in the 2009 
playoffs. He was friendly with Canes fans, willing to answer questions 
and help educate them on the sport. He was the same with media 
members and anyone else who approached him. 

But the pandemic changed everything. It stopped the NHL regular 
season in its tracks in March 2020. Forslund had been trying to negotiate 
a new contract with the team, but there would be no agreement given the 
unpredictability of the 2020-21 season and how many games might be 
played in the NHL — if they played. 

“The pandemic came and then it just all went away,” Forslund said. 

Forslund’s long association with the Hurricanes ended. Others also have 
left the franchise — longtime radio voice Chuck Kaiton and equipment 
manager Skip Cunningham, and then former PNC Arena general 
manager Dave Olsen, who died in January, a few months after parting 
ways with the Hurricanes. 

And, of course, Ron Francis. The Hockey Hall of Famer was executive 
vice president and general manager of the Hurricanes until Tom Dundon 
became the new team owner and brought about substantial change. 
Francis left after the 2017-18 season. 

A new beginning in Seattle 

Francis soon was hired to be the new GM of the NHL’s newest team. The 
Kraken were looking for a TV play-by-play announcer and one of the best 
was available. Francis and Forslund were reunited, Forslund traveling 
back and forth from Seattle to Raleigh before — and during — the 
season to spend time when he can with his family. 

“I’m invigorated by this position here and they’ve been great to me,” 
Forslund said. “Other than navigating our lives I don’t look at it as a 
negative but more of a challenge. I miss ‘em but what can you do? Kara 
is in her last year of high school and we’re not going to uproot her. 

“Raleigh, that’s our life. That’s the hard part of this whole thing and how it 
went down.” 

Forslund once called NHL games for the NBC Sports Network, but that 
went away when the league signed new deals with ABC, ESPN and 
Turner Sports. He was set to call women’s hockey for NBC in the Winter 
Olympics, but had that assignment end when the NHL said their players 

would not participate and then rescheduled games — including some of 
the Kraken’s — into the February time slot. 

With Kraken games to call, Forslund missed out on the Olympic 
coverage. He did recently handle NHL radio play-by-play in the Stadium 
Series outdoor game between Tampa Bay and Nashville, and has 
worked for Turner. 

While Forslund once had Tripp Tracy by his side analyzing the Canes 
games, he now has the son of a former N.C. State football hero as his 
analyst. J.T. Brown, whose father, Ted, set ACC rushing records for the 
Pack in the 1970s, is in his first season as a broadcast analyst after 
playing 365 games in the NHL and a year in Sweden. 

“To be able to see how he prepares and how much work, in my eyes, 
one of the best to ever do it puts in, it helps me and motivates me to do 
the same amount,” Brown said in an N&O interview. “To have a mentor, 
a friend in this phase, especially after coming over from playing and not 
knowing a whole lot about what it took, it’s hard to put into words the 
motivation he has been. 

“He’s a big part of why I feel like made improvement from day one to 
where we are now. He has such a passion for the game.” 

Kraken struggle in first season 

The Kraken’s first season hasn’t been as good as they hoped, with the 
Vegas Golden Knights setting the bar very high. Vegas reached the 
Stanley Cup final in its inaugural 2018 season before losing to the 
Washington Capitals. 

The Kraken believed they had put together a competitive team through 
the expansion draft, especially with goalies Philipp Grubauer and Chris 
Driedger and some solid defensemen. Ticket sales maxed out and home 
games at Climate Pledge Arena have been sellouts. The enthusiasm is 
there. 

But on the ice, the first season has been more of a slow go. No Vegas 
repeat. 

“When a team like Vegas goes on a run like they have it’s natural for the 
media, the fans, the team itself, the ownership, everyone, to expect more 
than we’ve seen,” Forslund said. “The group has played to the level of 
expansion teams that we’ve seen in the past. 

“I thought they’d be a little bit better, thought they’d be in and around the 
bubble in terms of making the playoffs. I don’t think anybody thought the 
three California teams would play as good as they have, so in a division 
that seemed there for the taking it has been more competitive, harder. 
The Kraken had a tough time with COVID as many teams have and don’t 
have the depth of players to pluck out of the minors because they don’t 
have enough pros signed yet.” 

Forslund said Francis’ approach will be drafting and developing players, 
much as he tried to do as GM with the Hurricanes. The Golden Knights, 
he said, “mortgaged a little bit of the future” by signing some big free 
agents who were older players and making some trades. 

“There’s pressure on (Francis) and he knows that but he’s got the 
courage of his convictions,” Forslund said. “He’ll stand on what he 
believes in and I think he believes in taking that kind of calculated 
approach. 

“He had the ability to go to the (salary) cap and didn’t want to go to the 
cap in the first year. He wanted to get a read on where everybody is. And 
the team could change a lot by March 21 and the trade deadline. Ron 
could accrue picks, he could accrue prospects, he could get some roster 
players. We’ll see what happens.” 

The Kraken beat the Canes 2-1 on Nov. 24 in Seattle. Defenseman 
Brendan Smith was the only one to beat Grubauer, who had 35 saves. 
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, Forslund was not able to be around 
the Canes before the game, saying he did text the coaches afterward. 

“I told them, ‘I’ll see you down the road’ and all that,” Forslund said. 
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The road finally brings him back to Raleigh on Sunday, back to PNC 
Arena once again. 
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Eide: 5 prospects Seattle Kraken may end up drafting with 1st-round pick 

 

Mar 4, 2022, 1:56 PM 

BY ANDY EIDE 

 

Despite an entertaining, and much needed, 4-3 win against the Nashville 
Predators Wednesday, the Seattle Kraken are not going to make the 
postseason. 

Eide: Morgan Geekie’s hard work is paying off for Seattle Kraken 

The silver lining is that they will end up in the NHL Draft lottery with a 
chance to add a top end player to the system. 

It’s only the second such NHL Draft for the Seattle Kraken and it’s vital 
they choose the right player with what will be a good pick. Whomever 
general manager Ron Francis and his scouting crew decide is the best fit 
will eventually team with last year’s top pick, Matty Beniers to make up 
the future core of the franchise. 

When the top Seattle Kraken prospects could make NHL debuts 

No pressure there. 

The top of this year’s draft looks promising in terms of top end talent 
available, especially at the center and forward positions. Obviously, 
there’s no guarantee of a draft pick working out, but Seattle should be 
able to pick up a player dripping with promise and one way to jump start 
your club is with top-10 picks. 

“I think 16 teams in the last four years, in the conference finals, 14 of 
them had two or more top 10 picks in the lineup,” Francis said earlier this 
week. “I think Tampa had six and they won the Cup back-to-back, so 
those guys are important to building a franchise.” 

The NHL Draft operates differently than other major sports. There is a 
lottery so finishing last overall does not lead to getting the top pick. 
Seattle currently is the third-worst team in the league, which gives them a 
10.9 percent chance of winning the top pick. Regardless, the Kraken 
should land in the top five. 

Players are eligible to be drafted after their 17-year-old season is over 
and most will return to their amateur team for a year or two of further 
development. Some, maybe the top two or three picks, do play in the 
NHL at 18 years old. 

“I think there’s potentially guys that can step in and do that,” Francis said 
about this draft. “(You have to wait) until you get them to camp and see 
how they battle. It’s tough but they have another summer to put that 
strength on. But certainly there are guys that can do that.” 

So, Seattle may end up with immediate help, but most likely the prospect 
they land will be a year or two away. With Seattle’s roster depth where it 
is, Francis will look for the best player available rather than focus on a 
certain position. 

“Best player certainly is what we look for,” he said. “We probably have 
some ideas as to positionally, what we prefer. We’ll keep this to 
ourselves for now.” 

Draft prospects are not as well known as perhaps a college football star 
may be to NFL fans. These kids are playing all over the world. Some 
come from the Western Hockey League – the league the Seattle 

Thunderbirds and Everett Silvertips play for – while others may come 
from other junior leagues, the NCAA, and Europe. 

So, who are these prospects? Who should Seattle be looking at? 

Here are the names of the top five prospects the Seattle Kraken may end 
up drafting. This list will need to be updated as prospects rise and fall 
during the season. 

Shane Wright, C, Kingston Frontenacs, Ontario Hockey League 

Wright has been the presumptive top pick for the 2022 Draft since he 
was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL at 15. He’s produced 
for Kingston since day one and this season has scored 21 times and has 
61 points through his first 42 games. 

He impressed during last year’s U18 World Championships playing for 
Canada in a tournament filled with NHL prospects and he scored nine 
goals in five games. 

Wright is an all-around top player and already displays NHL caliber skills. 

He skates with the best of them and can beat you with his shot or high-
end playmaking ability. He projects to be an elite, number one center in 
the NHL and whatever team has their lotto ball win the first pick will take 
him. If that team is the Kraken, you can start daydreaming about Wright 
and Beniers as the team’s top two centers. 

Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg ICE, Western Hockey League 

Another top scorer, Savoie is part of a strong ICE team that is poised to 
make a long WHL playoff run this spring. He’s listed at 5-foot-9 which has 
led some to question his size, but he plays a surprisingly physical game 
that should not limit him in the NHL. 

What he can do is score. Savoie sees the ice well, is creative with the 
puck, and through 48 games with Winnipeg he’s scored 23 goals along 
with 42 assists for 65 points. There has been question about his play 
defensively, but you must wonder if that’s a product of not having to play 
much defensively so far in junior. 

He’ll get a chance to shine in big games as the ICE are one of the 
favorites in the WHL and will get tested in the postseason. 

Logan Cooley, C, United States National Team Development Program 

Cooley is an exciting offensive player who is a creative player with finish. 
He can do a little bit of everything and do it well. Depending on what 
scouting service you prefer, Cooley will get drafted anywhere between 
the second pick and the fourth, which is right in the Kraken wheelhouse. 

It's time to move from WHL tape to the USHL/NTDP. 

He has the potential to be a strong possession center and in 45 games 
this season, he’s piled up 62 points. A strong all-around player, Cooley 
can skate whether he’s carrying the puck or not. He should be the first 
American born player to be selected. 

Brad Lambert, Forward, JYP-Liga Finland 

Lambert has been on the radar for a couple seasons after showing well 
for the Finns during international tournaments. He’s a highlight reel 
forward who has the potential to be an “on the edge of your seat” kind of 
player as he flies through the neutral zone in transition. 

Scouts generally like him but there is a wide range as to where he’s 
projected to be selected. There are some questions about hockey sense 
and whether he can create offense in the zone rather than off the rush. 
The Kraken lack a dangerous chance creator on the roster and could 
potentially fill that void with Lambert. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liga, Finland 

The Slovakian born Slafkovsky was the darling of the recent Olympic 
games, scoring seven times as the Slovaks won bronze. What stands out 
here is his size. Checking in at 6-foot-4, 218 pounds, he’s one of the 
bigger forwards that will be available in the Draft. 
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On cue. 

His stock has shot up after his Olympic performance and he’s dominated 
against his peers but has not fared as well playing against men in 
Finland’s top league. He won’t turn 18 until the end of March, making him 
one of the youngest players in the Draft and he might need another year 
before being NHL ready. He can skate for his size, handle the puck, and 
the ceiling looks high here. 
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Avalanche trade-deadline targets: Five names to watch ahead of March 
21 

 

Mike Chambers 04/03/2022 

 

The Avalanche is looking to add a player or two before the March 21 
NHL trade deadline. A top-six scoring forward, a gritty depth forward 
and/or a depth defenseman are the potential targets. 

One spot where the Avs won’t likely be looking for an upgrade? In goal, 
where goaltenders Darcy Kuemper and Pavel Francouz will remain the 
top two options as long as they remain healthy. 

Cap space is tight for Colorado, but it opens to a projected $3,889,225 on 
deadline day. Per CapFriendly.com, “the deadline cap space is the total 
sum of cap-hit values that the current daily cap hit can be increased by 
on deadline day to remain compliant below the cap ceiling at season’s 
end.” 

Here are a few likely targets between between now and March 21: 

F Claude Giroux, Philadelphia Flyers. Philly’s 34-year-old captain has 
played all 994 of his NHL regular-season games (through Thursday) with 
the Flyers. Philadelphia could collect a boatload of trade pieces for 
Giroux and still re-sign the pure right-shot, goal-scorer in the offseason. 
He must first agree to waive the no-move clause attached to the final 
year of his $8.275 million cap hit, and the Avs would have to get creative 
to absorb that salary. Giroux, who stands 5-foot-11 and 185 pounds, has 
reached 25 goals five times and is again on pace this season (17 through 
50 games). He can play center or right wing and win faceoffs. 

F Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks. The Czech Republic native is 28 and 
also a pending UFA who can play center or right wing (his preference as 
a lefty). He’s got good size (6-3, 215) and has 22 goals in 54 games for 
the rebuilding Sharks, with whom he serves as an alternate captain. Hertl 
also has a no-move clause but would seemingly waive it to chase the 
Cup — and re-sign with San Jose in the offseason if he wishes to remain 
a Shark. 

F Joe Pavelski, Dallas Stars. Pavelski, 37, is Dallas’ leading scorer and 
would be Colorado’s clear-cut No. 1 target right now if the Stars were out 
of the playoff hunt and willing to sell off pending free-agent assets. But 
Dallas is in the Central Division/Western Conference wildcard 
conversation and certainly not currently interested in moving Pavelski, 
who also plays center or right wing. But if the Stars struggle the next two 
weeks, the Avs would probably target this guy over all others. He’s a big-
time clutch scorer and playoff performer who is excellent in the faceoff 
circle and well-regarded in the locker room. He would make more sense 
than Giroux because his cap hit is $1.275 million less ($7 million). 

F J.T. Miller, Vancouver Canucks. He leads Vancouver in scoring with 60 
points (20 goals) in 53 games and has one more year on a contract that 
carries a $5.25 million cap hit. Thus, he would also be part of Colorado’s 
plans next season. Right now, the club has three top-six forwards 
(Nazem Kadri, Andre Burakovsky, Valeri Nichushkin) questionable to 
return as pending UFAs. So Miller could help the Avs down the stretch 

and fill a void next season — before Nathan MacKinnon’s team-friendly 
contract expires. 

D Colin Miller, Buffalo Sabres. The Avs are carrying just two right-shot 
defensemen in Cale Makar and Erik Johnson. Miller, 29, could become 
the third — and he’s battle-tested, having played in all 20 postseason 
games for the Vegas Golden Knights en route to the Stanley Cup Final in 
2018. Miller, 6-1 and 200 pounds, would likely be a rental. He’s in the 
final year of his contract with a $3.875 cap hit. Right-shot defensemen 
are considered a rare commodity, but there is no shortage in potential 
rentals this year. 

Others in consideration: F Rickard Rakell, Ducks (pending UFA); D 
Zdeno Chara, Islanders (pending UFA); F Phil Kessel, Coyotes (pending 
UFA); D Ben Chiarot, Canadiens (pending UFA); D John Klingberg, Stars 
(pending UFA); D Jacob Chychrun, Coyotes (three more years at $4.6 
million); F Jake DeBrusk, Bruins (pending RFA); F Cal Clutterbuck, 
Islanders, (pending UFA); F Calle Jarnkrok, Kraken (pending UFA). 
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Avs Wrap: Bo Byram return attempt seeming more likely, and are Avs 
really in on J.T. Miller? - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

March 4, 2022 By Adrian Dater 

 

Joe Sakic doesn’t say things publicly without it being his full, thought-out 
truth, and I think some underestimated when he said a few weeks back 
that “we’re still hoping to get him back” for this season, on the subject of 
Bo Byram. I’ve taken more of a “back off” approach when it comes to 
digging deep on his status, since he’s still technically on a personal leave 
from the team. I got quite a bit of flack for calling his dad right after he 
took the leave (though I wasn’t the only reporter to do that) and didn’t 
really enjoy the backlash much at all on that one. Normally, things roll of 
my back pretty easy when it comes to criticism, but I didn’t enjoy the 
perception that I was somehow invading someone’s privacy. I’m an 
aggressive reporter, yeah, but I don’t go digging into any player’s private 
life and I don’t write anything – anything – when I’m told it’s off the 
record. Byram’s dad went on the record with me – and I double-checked 
with him twice to make sure he was OK with his comments being on the 
record – but he later regretted it and asked me to take the story down. So 
that’s what I did. I don’t want any trouble, and I don’t want to feel like 
some a-hole who writes stuff behind their back. I don’t do that. 

This all leads me back to writing what “I’m hearing” on Byram, which is 
that things have gone well since he’s resumed skating. And, that it’s 
looking more likely he’ll attempt to make a return before the end of the 
regular season. Keep in mind, though: anything could change at any 
minute. With concussion stuff, you just can’t make any hard and fast 
predictions. But things seem positive again, and when a guy like Sakic 
publicly says the Avs “hope” to have him back, you can’t easily dismiss 
the importance of that statement. 

So, Darren Dreger of TSN said the Avs are looking into acquiring 
Vancouver center J.T. Miller by the March 21 deadline. Hey, if Dreger 
reports it, you have to take it seriously. I haven’t heard that as much with 
my band of sources, but maybe I’m not talking to the right ones here? 
J.T. Miller is having a very good season with the Canucks, with 61 points 
in 54 games. He’s a big, lefty centerman. He’s got a $5.25 million cap hit, 
with one year left on his deal beyond this season. 

My first question on a Miller deal, though: Where would he play in this 
current lineup? Nazem Kadri is the second-line, left centerman, and he’s 
having a career season. Nathan MacKinnon is your No. 1 center. Miller is 
a center, but he has played some right wing before. Could he be the 
second-line right winger on this team for the playoffs? Sure, I guess. And, 
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he’d be a nice replacement for Kadri as a 2C if he leaves as UFA this 
summer. 

So, Miller is someone to keep an eye on moving forward, maybe even 
more than Claude Giroux – even though Avs assistant GM Chris 
MacFarland has been personally bird-dogging Giroux in Philly of late. I 
don’t really see why Vancouver would want to trade a guy with another 
year left who is having a great season, but Canucks GM Jim Rutherford 
has always liked to make splashy deals. 

Miller himself, though, denounced the trade talk as “BS”, in an exclusive 
interview with our own Rob Simpson, and had some other sharp things to 
say (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

Personally? I think the odds of Giroux coming here are much higher than 
J.T. Miller. 

Here’s about a 30-minute podcast I did yesterday, talking All Things Avs 
with Mike Evans on 104.3 The Fan (104.3 The Fan) 

It’s going to be a good game tomorrow night, against the Calgary 
Flames. Darryl Sutter has proven again what a damn good coach he is. 
To me, he’s a Hall of Fame coach. 

So, you’re to the end of this little ditty and you still haven’t subscribed to 
my fair site? Today only – today only! – I’ll give $5 off a 12-month 
subscription using the promo code 5off, in the checkout box here. Price 
will go from $29.99 to $24.99. Playoffs are coming, Avs fan, and nobody 
delivers the depth and breadth of Avs content like we do. 

He said, modestly. 

Adrian Dater - Kiss and Larry Bird fan. Writer with @Gambling and 
@Bookies. Previously Denver Post, SI, Bleacher Report to name just a 
few. 
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Avs Grades in Loss to Coyotes - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Kelsey Hammond 04/03/2022 

 

Take it easy, take it easy 

Don’t let the sound of your own wheels drive you crazy 

Avs player grades from a loss (wait, a loss????) to Arizona… 

Jack Johnson: B – Couple of big hits in his 1001 game played and little 
over 16 minutes played. Almost scored on a point shot too.  

Erik Johnson: B- – He had a couple of hits tonight. Meh, can’t win them 
all. Onto the next one. 

Devon Toews: B+ – Great job tonight identifying on when to jump up into 
the rush. Beautiful wrister from the top on his goal. He will definitely be in 
the Norris conversation. 

Cale Makar: B+ – Laser of a pass to Toews. The point streak just keeps 
on going. And going. And going. 10 straight games with at least one 
apple. 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel : D – Not a whole lot from him tonight. He’s strung 
together a few quiet games now. 

Tyson Jost: C- -We saw the chippy side of Jost tonight getting into it at 
the faceoff a little bit. That was about it tonight. 

Alex Newhook: D –  Lost his guy on the second goal. Not much in the 
way of offense. Bad combination for the kid. 

Logan O’Connor: C- –  He was a little careless with the puck on the 
penalty kill. Had an easy clear and didn’t do it. Can’t have that come 
playoff time. He had three giveways tonight.  

Ryan Murray: D – He was a minus one and a pretty empty stat line. No 
shots, one hit and no blocked shots.  

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Nathan MacKinnon: B+ – He was skating through the neutral zone as if 
no one was there and creating odd-man rushes with Rantanen. He just 
makes it look easy out there. Seven shots and an assist tonight. Scary 
ending as he took a stick to the face. I don’t think I’ve seen him that mad 
before. 

J.T. Compher: B- – He had some pep in this step tonight. He was getting 
some quality looks offensively.  

Darren Helm: C+ – Really solid game for Helm. Four shots and three hits 
and skated hard defensively and offensively.  

Sam Girard: C- – I always enjoy his spin-o-rama move. Keeps the 
opposing team on their toes but after that, there really was much from 
him.  

Kurtis MacDermid: C – 5 minutes played and three hits. He wasn’t 
noticeable tonight. 

Nazem Kadri: C – He had six shot attempts and a penalty tonight. He’s 
played better before but you have to give credit where credit is due for 
the Coyotes. 

Gabe Landeskog: C + – Avs are 3 for their last 35 power plays. That’s 
not all Landeskog’s fault, but the team really needs to get it going. The 
Captain had a couple of chances but couldn’t put one in. Hit the post with 
one shot. Dropped the gloves at the end after an emotional shift. 

Andre Burakovsky:  C – He’s skating with more confidence by the way he 
took the puck out of the corner and crashed the net with it. But found 
himself a minus-two tonight.  

Mikko Rantanen: B – He was flying again with MacKinnon but ran into a 
hot goalie. He played really well against the Avs tonight. Six shot 
attempts tonight. 

Pavel Francouz: B –  Not sure I liked him skating past the faceoff dot to 
play the puck but other than that, there was hard to find anything to 
nitpick at. There wasn’t much he could do on the two goals. 
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‘I’m still angry today’: Mike Yeo rips Flyers’ lack of passion, commitment 
in a team meeting | Marcus Hayes 

 

Marcus Hayes 

6-7 minutes 

 

Mike Yeo is mad as hell, and he’s not gonna take it anymore. 

It’s about time. For decades, Flyers coaches and brass have protected 
their precious players like they’re diarrheic ducklings. 

Guess what just hit the fan. 

On Friday, for the second time in 14 hours, Yeo crushed his club with a 
damning, public indictment. Every note he hit was right on key. 

He said after a gutting loss Thursday night and after a Friday afternoon 
team meeting, again and again, that his Flyers lack “passion.” They need 
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more “character,” commitment,” “buy-in,” “leadership,” and “attitude.” 
They don’t play hard enough often enough. 

Talk about onions. Yeo is an interim coach of a historically bad team. 
He’s seen too many missed checks, too many intercepted passes, and 
too little effort to let this pass any longer. 

He lost it after he watched his team commit 15 turnovers Thursday night -
- 15 more lazy, dumb plays from a talent-thin team that can’t afford to be 
this lazy or this dumb. Yeo and his staff have done all they can do. 

He wants gladiators, not tergiversators. It’s on the players now. 

“They’re the ones out there who have to be warriors,” he said. 

Sadly, when the heat is on, the Flyers melt like snowflakes. 

‘We crumbled’ 

The team infuriated him Thursday night when it blew four leads and lost 
to the Wild, 5-4, and he tore into the players in the locker room afterward, 
then ripped them in his news conference. 

“We crumbled,” he admitted. 

Yeo wasn’t any happier Friday. He spent the lunchtime team meeting 
questioning the players’ character, their passion, their work ethic, and 
their accountability, then dished the press a dessert of disdain. 

“I’m still angry today, to be honest with you,” Yeo said Friday. “I’m angry 
that we don’t have a little more attitude.” 

“Attitude” equals effort, and he sees a bad attitude as the Flyers flounder. 
They have three wins in the last 24 games, they’re 8-18-6 since Yeo 
replaced Alain Vigneault in December, and they seem certain to supplant 
the 2006-07 team as the worst in franchise history. 

They stink, largely, by choice. This is a hell of a stance for a coach to 
take. 

“Some of these times we’re going out there and we’re not giving 100 
percent,” he said. 

Even so, they have had chances to win, as was the case Thursday 
against a slumping Wild club -- before mistakes doomed them. Yeo 
vowed that more mistakes will mean less playing time. 

“We’re probably going to have to get a little bit dirty here,” Yeo said, “to 
make sure we push this group to a way higher level of commitment.” 

Getting dirty? 

By “dirty,” Yeo said, he meant that players will start losing playing time, 
and maybe their jobs. He sees a dressing room full of players who like 
each other too much to criticize each other, a locker room of 
complacency. 

They lack focus. For example, those 15 turnovers Thursday were 15 
more mistakes committed by a team that isn’t this dumb and shouldn’t be 
this lazy. Dumb, lazy play drives coaches insane. 

Yeo called Friday’s meeting an “uncomfortable conversation” in which 
players lent their voices. By contrast, in Thursday night’s postgame 
diatribe, Yeo just blistered the boys. “It wasn’t a two-way conversation 
last night.” 

The song remained the same: The product they’re putting on the ice, 
from goaltenders to top scorers, is not worthy of their dwindling number 
of fans. The Wells Fargo Center was less than half-full Thursday. That’s 
become the norm. Philly hates soft hockey. So does Yeo. 

“I don’t expect us to win every single night, but we have to be willing to 
get our nose dirty,” Yeo said. “We have to be willing to play hard. If you 
don’t win, you can accept that.” 

He carved out no exception. He didn’t applaud Scott Laughton or Claude 
Giroux, who have been playing pretty well, and he didn’t single out Ivan 

Provorov, the $6.75 million defenseman who’s been playing like a Dollar 
Store washout. 

He will accept no excuses. The Flyers played most of the season gutted 
by injuries, but now, as the team gets healthier, the play somehow is 
getting worse. There will be blood. 

“We’ve got players coming back,” Yeo said. “If guys aren’t doing the job, 
obviously, ice time is going to reflect that.” 

Tin men? 

It’s not that the players can’t play Yeo’s system. It’s just that no system 
works if the players lack heart. 

The lack of professionalism is appalling. Yeo thinks they might be 
distracted by trade rumors; Giroux is on the block, among others. He 
believes they might be intimidated by the competition. They could be 
overwhelmed by the hopelessness of a lost season. Whatever the 
reason, there’s little killer instinct. 

“Do you come to the rink and feel sorry for yourself?” Yeo said. “Do you 
come to the rink and say, ‘OK, maybe it’s not our night tonight?’” 

Two of the more prominent leaders, Sean Couturier and Kevin Hayes, 
have played 29 and 20 games, respectively, but professional clubs fill 
those voids. The Flyers have not. Worse, they’ve become lax without 
these sheriffs in the dressing room. 

“We’ve let some bad habits creep in,” Yeo said. 

At the professional level, bad habits get fixed when teammates police 
themselves. The Flyers might be full of pleasant gents, but the team has 
become too chummy to police itself. 

“There’s a difference,” Yeo said, “between being a good teammate and 
being a good guy.” 

There’s also the reality that no matter how good your teammate is, that 
doesn’t mean he’s a good hockey player. Yeo realizes that. 

“I’m not saying we’re going to guarantee wins,” Yeo said. “We certainly 
can guarantee a great work ethic. We have to make sure we play with 
passion.” 

Will that happen by Saturday afternoon, when the Blackhawks visit? Will 
Thursday’s scolding and Friday’s meeting turn things around for the last 
28 games? 

“I hope ... everything’s going to be great and shiny and perfect the rest of 
the way,” he said, “but I’m pretty sure that’s not the reality.” 

Mike Yeo might be mad, but he ain’t crazy. 

Philadelphia Inquirer / Daily News LOADED: 03.05.2022 

1237294 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

‘I feel like I owe it to my teammates, I owe it to the city, I owe it to Chuck 
[Fletcher]’: Kevin Hayes eager to return on Saturday vs. Blackhawks 

 

Olivia Reiner 

5-6 minutes 

 

As the Flyers went 3-10-3 over the past month and a half, all center 
Kevin Hayes could do was sit back and watch. 

On game nights, Hayes witnessed the team’s shortcomings from the 
press box. On practice days, Hayes was on a separate ice rink doing 
rehab skates, sometimes by himself with skills coach Angelo Ricci, 
sometimes with other injured teammates. 
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But 46 days after undergoing surgery to treat an infection in his groin, 
Hayes is expected to return to the lineup against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Saturday afternoon at the Wells Fargo Center. Hayes will 
slot in at third-line center and look to bring some life to the Flyers, who 
are in need of a rebound after another frustrating loss on Thursday. 

“I truly believe with all my heart that every guy on the team tries their 
hardest,” Hayes said. “We all get paid a pretty good amount of money to 
show up and give it your all. I believe that my teammates do that. I hope 
that I can come back and help the team win. Whether it’s offensively, 
defensively, being positive, whatever way.” 

Hayes revealed that he had an infection in his groin that spread through 
his left upper leg, which led to the surgery he had in January. After the 
surgery, Hayes waited for the infection to clear out and for the lump he 
had to settle down. 

Now, over a month and a half since the surgery, Hayes said he has met 
with infectious disease doctors, who informed him the infection is gone 
and that his blood is clean. Hayes said that he was never too concerned 
that his infection would amount to something “super serious,” but he was 
nervous that he would need another big surgery. 

“I know I downplayed the previous surgeries, but I was just very 
frustrated that I couldn’t really get back to where I was at before and I’ve 
been dealing with it for a couple years now,” Hayes said. 

While Hayes has felt good about his recent rehab progress, nothing in 
practice can replicate true game action. No one knows this better than 
Hayes himself. He made his season debut on Nov. 13 against the Dallas 
Stars after rehabbing from his second abdominal surgery. Hayes recalled 
feeling great prior, but during the game while reaching down for the puck, 
Hayes had a moment where he thought to himself, “Oh, my God, I think I 
need surgery.” 

Hayes played the following game against the Calgary Flames on Nov. 16 
before sitting out for two weeks. A month and a half after returning to 
action on Dec. 1 against the New York Rangers, Hayes underwent 
surgery to treat the infection and has been out since. 

The forward has been practicing with the rest of the team for the last few 
weeks. An MRI about a week and a half ago revealed that he would not 
need season-ending surgery and that he would be able to return to play 
this season. 

“This is the best I’ve felt in a while and I can just feel it skating up the ice 
pre-practice,” Hayes said. “When you’re striding and you don’t feel a tug 
in your leg or a pain in your upper groin, it’s nice. And when you actually 
skate full speed without pain, it feels nice.” 

Now, Hayes is looking forward to rejoining his teammates in the lineup on 
Saturday as they look to snap a two-game skid. 

“You guys have a job, I have a job. I get paid to play hockey and it’s the 
thing I love most in my life besides my family. It [stinks] when you don’t 
play, it’s boring. It’s sad. It’s frustrating. I feel like I owe it to my 
teammates, I owe it to the city, I owe it to Chuck [Fletcher]. 

“I don’t want to jeopardize anything later on, like for next season or 
anything. So that’s why we took so much time to figure out what was 
going on. And it took a while. But I feel good.” 

Lineup shuffle 

With Hayes entering the lineup, interim head coach Mike Yeo decided to 
shake up the Flyers’ top nine forwards. On the top line, captain Claude 
Giroux will move from center to wing. Scott Laughton will play center with 
Travis Konecny on the other wing. 

Yeo is reuniting the second line of right winger Cam Atkinson, center 
Derick Brassard, and left winger Joel Farabee, who had some success 
playing together at the start of the season. Hayes, Oskar Lindblom, and 
James van Riemsdyk will be the third line. 

The fourth line of left winger Max Willman, center Patrick Brown, and 
right winger Zack MacEwen will remain intact from Thursday’s game 
against the Minnesota Wild. Gerry Mayhew will come out of the lineup. 

Breakaways 

Goalie Martin Jones (20 games played, 3.51 goals against average, .898 
save percentage) will start in net for the Flyers against the Blackhawks. 
... The Flyers will face the Blackhawks’ backup goalie Kevin Lankinen (14 
games played, 3.53 goals against average, .887 save percentage). 
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Will they stay or will they go? Flyers' trade talk heats up ahead of 
deadline 

 

Wayne Fish  |  www.flyingfishhockey.com 

 

With the NHL trade deadline coming up in just over two weeks, talk about 
which Flyers appear destined to head out of here keeps getting louder 
and louder. As many as four potential unrestricted free agents attract 
most of the speculation but others could be in the mix. 

The Flyers, long out of playoff contention, have little to no incentive to 
hang on to veterans who will be able to walk away in July without any 
form of compensation. 

The top of the list includes the face-of-the-franchise player Claude 
Giroux, as well as Justin Braun, Rasmus Ristolainen and Keith Yandle. 
Also, even though he has one more season remaining on his contract, 
James van Riemsdyk could be in that group. 

Others on the last year of contracts include forwards Derick Brassard, 
Gerry Mayhew; defensemen Nick Seeler, Kevin Connauton plus 
goaltender Martin Jones. 

On virtually all mock lists of NHL trade candidates, Giroux appears in the 
top three or five. At 34, Giroux looks like he has a lot left in the tank. He’s 
been leading the team in scoring and pretty much substituting for the 
injured Sean Couturier on the defensive side of the puck. The question is 
whether the Flyers would want to do business with a Metropolitan 
Division rival such as the New York Rangers. Philadelphia does not have 
a second-round pick in either of the next two drafts so a potential deal 
might cover one or both of those needs. 

If not the Rangers then perhaps the Colorado Avalanche, which believe 
they are just a leadership player or two away from serious Stanley Cup 
contention. 

It should be noted Giroux does have a no-movement clause in his 
contract, so in some ways it’s up to him whether he wants to leave 
Philadelphia or not. He’s never won a Cup and it doesn’t look like the 
Flyers will be contending for a championship anytime soon, so a move to 
a powerhouse might be his last chance. 

Braun, 35, has shown he still has top defense pairing game. With Ryan 
Ellis sidelined for virtually the entire season, Braun has stepped up and 
nicely filled in as Ivan Provorov’s partner in most crucial situations. Braun 
could bring a lot of poise and experience to a legitimate postseason 
outfit. A good prospect and a third- or fourth-round pick might be the 
asking price. 

Positive vibes: Ristolainen a positive constant in Flyers' rocky season 

As for Ristolainen, this could be a case of damage control on the part of 
general manager Chuck Fletcher. He gave up a No. 1 pick in 2021 
(Tyson Foerster) and a No. 2 next year, so he might push hard to recoup 
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some of those losses. Then again, Fletcher might want to hang on to the 
26-year-old for a few years if both Braun and Yandle are sent packing. 

It’s been a bittersweet year for the 36-year-old Yandle. He broke the NHL 
record for most consecutive games when he played in his 965th and he 
could extend that to a milestone 1,000 straight before the season ends. 
On the ice, he’s struggled at times, as his NHL-worst minus-32 will 
confirm. A change of scenery might be in his best interests although the 
return for his services might be minimal. 

Van Riemsdyk, 32, has struggled through one of the least productive 
seasons of his career, with just 11 goals/20 points with a minus-27, third-
worst in the NHL. His salary, $7 million for one final season (2022-23), 
might scare off a lot of general managers. The Flyers were sort of hoping 
they might disengage from the New Jersey native in the Seattle 
expansion draft but the Kraken took a pass. 

The other player who might fit in with a challenging team is Brassard. 
He’s been hampered by injuries all season but when he’s healthy he can 
still be an effective player. The guess here is the Flyers won’t get much in 
the way of offers and the contract will simply fizzle out at the end of the 
season. 

On the “who’s staying’’ side, goaltender Carter Hart, forwards Sean 
Couturier, Kevin Hayes and Joel Farabee, plus defensemen Provorov 
and Ellis are probably considered the only untouchables. Hart has 
enjoyed a bounce-back season. How he’s kept his goals-against average 
under 3.00 is nothing short of miraculous. Couturier had season-ending 
back surgery but was just signed to a nine-year contract, so he’s not 
going anywhere. Hayes has been hurt almost all year and that takes him 
out of any trade consideration. Like Couturier, Farabee plays well at both 
ends of the rink. 

Provorov has had his ups and downs this season but he’s a workhorse, 
just finishing up an ironman streak of 403 straight games (only stopped 
by COVID) plus a yearly spot among the NHL’s ice time leaders. Ellis 
hasn’t been mentioned in any trade rumors. 

Also figuring to stick around are forwards Cam Atkinson, Scott Laughton, 
Travis Konecny, Oskar Lindblom along with defenseman Travis 
Sanheim. 

However it shakes out on or before March 21, the Flyers will be looking 
to acquire assets to help reshape their future. The quicker they can get 
away from their current situation the better.  
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Braun exits with flu, blown lead results in another brutal loss for Flyers 

 

Jordan Hall6-8 minutes 

 

The Flyers suffered another excruciating loss in a season full of them. 

They blew a 4-3 third-period lead by surrendering two goals in a span of 
25 seconds en route to a 5-4 loss Thursday night to the Wild at the Wells 
Fargo Center. 

Matt Boldy tied the game for Minnesota with 7:44 minutes left before 
Jonas Brodin quickly gave it the lead. 

A listed attendance of 13,876 fans bellowed out boos. 

Ivan Provorov had a costly turnover on Boldy's goal. 

The Flyers (16-28-10) dropped to 1-4-1 on their eight-game homestand 
and 3-16-5 in their last 24 games. 

They received goals from Scott Laughton, Patrick Brown, Travis Konecny 
and James van Riemsdyk. 

"I think we've done some good things, improving our game, we're in 
every game against all these good teams," Flyers interim head coach 
Mike Yeo said Wednesday after practice. "And now it's got to really piss 
us off that we're not winning more games." 

They'll be ticked off after this one. 

"We can keep preaching it, we can keep trying to motivate, we can keep 
pushing and we will, believe me," Yeo said postgame. "I love this group, I 
believe in this group, but they have to grab hold of this." 

The playoff-hopeful Wild (32-17-3) snapped a four-game losing streak. 
They host the Flyers on March 29. 

Ryan Hartman, a Flyer for 19 games in 2018-19, scored twice for 
Minnesota. 

"That team made a lot of mistakes tonight, too, but they kept fighting, 
they kept pushing for each other and with each other, and then they 
found a way to win," Yeo said. "We didn't do that. As soon as the 
adversity struck, we crumbled. That seems to be a growing trend for us 
and we have to fix that." 

• Justin Braun exited the game in the second period after the Wild's third 
goal because he was sick with the flu. 

Despite the game unraveling on them in the third period, the Braun news 
was actually good for the Flyers. 

An injury to the veteran defenseman would have been doubly painful. 
Braun has yet to miss a game this season and has been playing well in a 
top-pair role. But more importantly, he's one of the club's more attractive 
trade chips. 

The Flyers are set to aggressively retool and sell at the March 21 trade 
deadline. They're very likely to move Braun. They'll have a nice number 
of suitors for him and for good reason.  

The Flyers finished the middle stanza with that 4-3 edge as van 
Riemsdyk deflected home a power play goal in the final minute of the 
period. 

The lead did not last. 

"It sucks losing, especially losing that way," van Riemsdyk said. 
"Sometimes I think we can do a better job of just recognizing certain 
moments throughout the game to be a little bit sharper." 

• A terrible sequence to finish the first period burned the Flyers. 

As they were holding a 2-1 lead, Derick Brassard tried clearing the puck 
by flinging it toward the blue line. Frederick Gaudreau caught it, placed it 
on the ice and took it down broadway before firing it past Carter Hart with 
around three seconds left on the clock. 

Brassard was playing his third consecutive game after returning for the 
fourth time from a troubling hip injury. He has missed 31 games this 
season. The veteran center is an offensive guy and was forced to play a 
good bit in the defensive zone Thursday night. He finished with a minus-2 
mark in 12:19 minutes. 

• Konecny entered with three goals over his last 36 games, a stretch 
going back to Nov. 20. 

In that span, he was tied for the team lead in assists with Cam Atkinson 
and second in shots, behind only Atkinson. 

His goal gave the Flyers a 3-2 lead in the second period. 

"I look at the game afterward for my shifts, it's easy for me to look at it on 
the film and be like, 'Aw, man, I totally could have shot that, there's an 
opportunity for me to get a puck on the net there instead of maybe just 
passing it up to look for another play,'" Konecny said Thursday morning. 
"So that's frustrating, but I also know during the game, it's happening so 
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fast, I'm trusting my instincts and just trying to make the play that I think's 
right. 

"But I also know it's a little bit of habits that you've got to break. You tend 
to just kind of react out there and a habit I have right now is looking to 
pass first. So I've got to try to break that — shot-first mentality and if the 
play's there, then make it after." 

• Hart allowed five goals on 38 shots. The blown lead was far from solely 
on him. The Flyers had breakdowns. 

"We still have a lot of games left to show what we can do in the last little 
bit here," Konecny said. "You can rewrite the story for the year in how we 
finish rather than how we started." 

Minnesota netminder Cam Talbot, who was a mentor of Hart's when the 
23-year-old was climbing to the NHL, stopped 26 of the Flyers' 30 shots.  

• Max Willman entered the lineup on the Flyers' fourth line in place of 
Isaac Ratcliffe, who was loaned to AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley during the 
morning. 

Willman recorded an assist on Brown's first-period goal and played 9:14 
minutes. 

• After optional morning skate, Yeo said the return of Kevin Hayes 
(abdominal) to the lineup is "a real possibility for Saturday." 

Hayes has been practicing and making consistent progress. The 29-year-
old center was sidelined Jan. 18 when he underwent a procedure to drain 
fluid from his adductor region (core area). He has been limited to 20 
games this season because of the abdominal issues. 

"It hurts for him not being in the lineup, he wants to play, but having the 
conversations that I've had, he doesn't want to jeopardize next year," Yeo 
said a week ago. "But at the same time, if people are telling him that 
maybe he doesn't need surgery, maybe coming back and playing is 
going to help him more next year, then he might follow that advice as 
well. He's just got to continue to listen to the experts right now and that's 
what he's doing." 

Wade Allison (MCL sprain) joined practice Wednesday for the first time 
since suffering his injury Jan. 22. When the 24-year-old winger is ready 
to return, he may head to the Phantoms before seeing game action with 
the big club. 

Along with Hayes and Allison, Nate Thompson (shoulder) was among the 
group on the ice at optional morning skate. The 37-year-old center 
continues to rehab back from surgery he had in late November. 

• The Flyers are back at it Saturday when they host the Blackhawks (3 
p.m. ET/ABC). 
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Kevin Hayes' return to Flyers brings up questions: Why he was out, why 
he's back and what risks still exist 

 

Charlie O'Connor15-19 minutes 05/03/2022 

 

On Saturday against the Chicago Blackhawks, Kevin Hayes is going to 
give it another go. 

After Friday’s optional practice, interim head coach Mike Yeo announced 
that Hayes — who has been practicing with the rest of the Philadelphia 
Flyers for over a week now — will make his return to the lineup, his first 
game since undergoing his third core-area surgery in nine months on 
Jan. 18. At that point, there was very legitimate reason to believe that 
fans had seen the last of Hayes in 2021-22. Not the case. 

“Yeah. I’m really excited,” Hayes said to the media Friday. “Obviously, 
this year has been a lot of ups and downs for me.” 

Hayes’ return doesn’t come without concern, however. After all, his last 
two attempts came to a premature halt, and his play this season when 
“healthy” was anything but impressive. Fans likely have lots of questions 
regarding the logic of bringing Hayes back this season, even with the 
team far out of playoff contention. Which makes it a perfect time for a 
little question and answer exercise. 

What is the timeline of Hayes’ injury/surgeries? 

Before we get into the weeds of Friday’s updates and Hayes’ looming 
return to action, let’s provide a quick refresher on exactly how Hayes got 
to this point. After all, given the sheer number of surgeries and comeback 
attempts, it’s easy to lose track of specifics. 

The story begins last season (2020-21), when Hayes’ core muscle issue 
began to have a serious impact on his play. Nevertheless, Hayes pushed 
through the discomfort for the remainder of the season, finally 
undergoing surgery in late May. By late summer, he was back skating 
and working out, with the goal of being ready for September’s training 
camp. He continued to do so, even after his brother Jimmy’s tragic death 
on Aug. 23. 

In early September, Hayes felt a tweak in the area of his surgery, and 
temporarily pulled back his on-ice work. After a return trip home the 
weekend before the projected start of Flyers camp, Hayes returned to the 
ice in Voorhees on Sept. 20 (the Monday before camp was scheduled to 
begin) and suffered the re-injury that would necessitate his second core 
muscle surgery, completed the following day. The initial timetable for 
return from that second surgery was 6-8 weeks. 

Hayes returned just before the eight-week mark, appearing in his first 
2021-22 game on Nov. 13 against the Dallas Stars. He made it through 
that game without a noticeable issue, but the following game against 
Calgary, he fell awkwardly at the end of the second period and hobbled 
off the ice. Surprisingly, he did return for the final period, and even 
practiced the next day. But he was a late scratch for the Nov. 18 matchup 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning and would miss two more weeks after that 
game as well. 

On Dec. 1, Hayes made his return, and he stayed in the lineup for a 
month and a half of underwhelming, clearly hampered hockey, even as 
he continued to state publicly that he was fine. That came to an end on 
Jan. 18 — the day after a 4-1 loss to the New York Islanders — when the 
Flyers announced that Hayes underwent a procedure that morning to 
drain fluid from his adductor region (inner thigh/hip). 

The team originally projected a 3-4 week timetable for return. That was 
over six weeks ago. Which brings us to March 4, when Yeo officially 
announced that Hayes would be rejoining the lineup. 

Why did Hayes need the third surgery/procedure? 

This was the most consequential piece of new information revealed 
Friday, because it had become abundantly clear over the course of the 
week that Hayes would be returning to game action shortly. And it came 
from Hayes himself. 

According to Hayes, the Jan. 18 fluid drain — and subsequent absence 
from the lineup — was necessary due to an infection. 

“Found out that I had a real bad infection in my groin that kinda spread 
through the whole upper leg on my left side,” Hayes recounted. “It got to 
a point where surgery was needed. We did that. Waited for the infection 
to get out, waited for this lump that I had to settle down. I feel pretty good 
now.” 

In short — yikes. That’s not quite Mark Streit “detached pubic plate” 
levels of hard-to-hear, but it’s certainly not pleasant. 

Hayes noted that the doctors were unable to pinpoint exactly when the 
infection originally occurred; it could have happened during his initial 
rehab and training over the summer, or even dated back to the very first 
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May surgery. But the key element of Hayes’ reveal is that the third 
surgery (the drain-out) wasn’t the result of another tear. Maybe, just 
maybe, the infection was at least part of the reason for Hayes’ slow 
recovery, and now that it’s resolved, the worst of his issues are behind 
him. 

“I can just feel it skating up the ice pre-practice, when you’re striding and 
you don’t feel a tug in your leg or a pain in your upper groin. It’s nice. And 
when you can actually skate full speed without pain, it feels nice,” Hayes 
said Friday. “I feel like I’m at a point where this is the best that I will feel, 
and I do feel 100 percent.” 

Was Hayes severely hampered in past return attempts? 

Yes. Absolutely. 

During Hayes’ last extended return attempt — from early December 
through mid-January — he was often asked by the media about his 
health and if he felt limited on the ice. Invariably, he would respond with a 
terse “I’m fine,” or something similar. 

Narrator: he wasn’t fine. And he admitted as much Friday. 

“I’m not going to come back (from) a game and tell you guys, ‘Oh, I feel 
like shit,’” Hayes said. “I’m still gonna play.” 

In truth, however, Hayes never really felt right, dating all the way back to 
his first game of the season. 

“I remember the last time I came back, I felt great down the ice, and then 
— this is my first game of the season in Dallas — all of a sudden I 
reached down for a puck and went, ‘Oh my god, I think I need surgery,’” 
he said. 

Hayes ultimately didn’t need another full surgery. But his abnormally poor 
on-ice metrics strongly implied that Hayes remained severely hampered, 
even before he underwent the drain-out procedure, and long before 
Friday’s admissions. For a career 50.26 percent xGF% forward to 
suddenly help his team to a mere 38.04 percent share at five-on-five (and 
be outscored 14-5 as well), the most likely explanation was that he was 
far from 100 percent. 

So for those who became frustrated with Hayes’ play in his 20 games this 
season, it’s important to know two things. First, that wasn’t the real 
Hayes. And second, he was just as irritated with the situation as you 
were. 

“I mean, it’s obviously frustrating when you see the season that the 
team’s having, and you’re supposed to be one of the key players to help 
your team win, and even when you were playing, you weren’t doing too 
much to help your team win,” he said. 

So did Hayes rush back in the past? 

Hayes did not directly address this, but the strong implication was that 
yes, he probably did. However, Hayes was careful to point out that any 
“rushing” was driven by him, not by doctors or by the Flyers organization. 

“The last few times I came back … everything’s my decision. There’s no 
trainer, no doctor, no coach is rushing me back,” he said. “You skate for 
so long, and you kind of plateau, and you feel like you’re ready to go, and 
then all of a sudden, the game’s a whole different level. You can’t really 
emulate games, it’s hard to do that, just doing rehab skates.” 

The hard truth is that core muscle injuries are tricky to evaluate. It’s 
possible that Hayes felt like he was good enough to return, and that he’d 
simply power through any lingering discomfort until eventually, he’d be 
back to normal. In retrospect, however, that was clearly the wrong call, 
given his ineffectiveness and the eventual need for a third procedure. 

How do we know he’s not rushing back this time? 

In short, we don’t. And Hayes acknowledged that as well, shortly after 
telling the media that he wasn’t exactly 100 percent truthful on the record 
during his last comeback. 

“You guys can take it however you want,” he said, without any malice 
whatsoever. “But this is the best I’ve felt in a while.” 

Of course, this isn’t the first time Hayes has expressed unqualified 
confidence in his health. Here’s a quote from Chuck Fletcher on Nov. 30, 
just before Hayes’ return from his two-week absence. 

“He really wants to play,” Fletcher said of Hayes that day. “He’s made 
tremendous progress the last week. He told me yesterday this is the best 
he’s felt in over a year. It’s real positive.” 

Given what we now know about how the next three months would play 
out for Hayes, either he is prone to being overly optimistic about his 
health or to serious exaggeration. Neither rules out the possibility that 
this return could just be a repeat of past failed ones. 

That said, it’s worth noting that the Flyers and Hayes do appear to have 
been extra cautious this time. Hayes’ original timeline for return from the 
drain-out procedure was 3-4 weeks, and instead he’s sat out for over six, 
as Hayes and the Flyers enlisted the expertise of numerous doctors and 
specialists, even at one time strongly considering another surgery to 
address Hayes’ lingering discomfort. 

“I feel like this time, we had a decision to make, whether it was another 
surgery (and) sit out months, or figure out what was going on with me,” 
Hayes said. “Saw a bunch of different people, saw a bunch of doctors, 
took a bunch of bloodwork, and I think we figured it out. I think we were 
pretty cautious on my rehab time. It was pretty much … if you don’t think 
you can get to 100 percent, you should probably get surgery and get 
ready for next season.” 

Instead, he received very good news a little over 10 days ago from a final 
MRI, which ruled surgery out as a necessary option at this time. 

Why not just get the surgery? 

There’s a contingent of Flyers fans who have wondered ever since 
Hayes blew past his initial timeline — and the Flyers publicly 
acknowledged that another surgery was an option — why he doesn’t just 
go under the knife as soon as possible? After all, the 2021-22 season is 
toast from a playoff standpoint. Why not just get the surgery now and be 
ready for 2022-23? 

The answer, really, is simple: four surgeries on the same area of the 
body in 10 months is quite a lot, and that isn’t a bridge that anyone — 
professional athlete or not — wants to cross unless it’s deemed 
absolutely necessary. 

That said, it was very much a possibility up until just a few weeks ago. In 
fact, Hayes admitted that he didn’t have high hopes that the last MRI — 
which everyone agreed would be the final, deciding factor — would be 
good news (read: no surgery). He was pleasantly surprised with the 
result. 

“It was more of a “we don’t think you need surgery anymore” type of 
situation,” he explained. “A week or two would go by (in my recovery after 
the drain-out), and I’d be like, ‘Oh, I feel amazing.’ And then another 10 
days would go by, and I’d be like, ‘Oh, I need surgery next week.’ So just 
a lot of ups and downs, and you don’t really know what’s going on.” 

Now, he feels confident they’re making the right call. 

“I feel like I’m at a point where this is the best that I will feel, and I do feel 
100 percent,” he said. “Luckily, I didn’t need to get another surgery. And I 
don’t think playing is going to force me to get another surgery as well.” 

Why won’t he just play it safe and sit the rest of the year? 

OK, one might say. It makes sense that Hayes would like to avoid a 
fourth surgery in 10 months if possible. But why play him at all the rest of 
the season? Why not give him all of the spring and summer to rehab in a 
controlled environment, far away from the chaos of game action? Isn’t 
that an unnecessary risk, given the team’s place in the standings and 
Hayes’ repeated failed return-to-actions this season? Why is Hayes so 
intent on coming back in 2021-22? 
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Based on Hayes’ comments, there are two reasons. 

The first is a strategic one. Hayes expressed his opinion on multiple 
occasions Friday that it’s impossible to truly replicate gameplay in 
practice or in rehabilitation sessions. In fact, Hayes noted that there were 
times that, based on how he was feeling during non-game day skates, he 
believed he was back to near 100 percent health, only to discover in a 
game how wrong he was. For players going through core muscle 
recoveries, comfort in gameplay doesn’t come overnight. It needs to be 
earned through time. 

“You try as hard as you want, but it’s just a different beast,” he 
contended. 

But Hayes’ motivation to return goes far beyond that. He wants to play 
because he wants to play, if at all possible. 

“You guys have a job. I have a job. I get paid to play hockey. This is the 
thing I love most in my life besides my family,” Hayes said. “It sucks 
when you don’t play. It’s boring, it’s sad, it’s frustrating. I feel like I owe it 
to my teammates, I owe it to the city, I owe it to Chuck. It’s important that 
you do what you get paid to do.” 

In many ways, it plays into the “fixing the culture” goal that the Flyers 
clearly have set for themselves for the rest of the season. Hayes very 
much wants to do his part in that regard, and given his salary and status 
as a leader on the team, he feels like if at all possible, he should. 

“I take a lot of pride in helping this team win and being the best player I 
can be,” Hayes explained. “I love playing for this team, I love this city. It’s 
been a tough year for that stuff, but hopefully that stuff’s in the past, and 
tomorrow we can start trending in the right way.” 

Should the Flyers step in and sit him down anyway? 

Hayes wants to play. That should come as no shock. He’s a hyper-
competitive professional athlete who feels a deep bond with his 
teammates, the organization and the city of Philadelphia at large. He’s 
also in the midst of a truly hellish year on multiple levels. It makes perfect 
sense that he’d want to return to normalcy in the form of playing hockey 
again with his friends. 

Should the Flyers let him? It’s a tough question to answer. 

The safest route would be to sit Hayes down. After all, he has four more 
years left on a contract with a $7.14 million cap hit, and another core 
muscle injury leading to yet another surgery would make that contract 
look even more terrifying and potentially salary cap-crippling than it 
already does. There’s also Hayes’ track record of coming back too soon 
from this very injury, which stands as reason for even more caution than 
usual. 

That said, the doctors did clear him for a return. Surgery, at least for now, 
has been ruled out as an option. There’s a potential benefit to letting 
Hayes work off the rust and get himself mentally ready to perform at 100 
percent, rather than wait until next October when the games matter 
again. And Hayes does really, really want to return, meaning that sitting 
him down out of an abundance of caution wouldn’t exactly be an easy 
conversation to have. 

From a pure risk/reward standpoint, sitting Hayes probably is the right 
move. But letting him play isn’t totally without merit, either. 

In the end, it’ll come down to the outcome. If Hayes stays healthy through 
the remainder of the season, it’ll be remembered as the right call. If he 
re-injures himself and requires further surgery as a result? The 
organization will rightfully be raked over the coals for yet another 
perceived medical mistake. 

In other words, it’s not just Hayes and the fans hoping against hope that 
his return goes smoothly. 

All metrics courtesy of Evolving-Hockey. 

Charlie O'Connor is a staff writer for The Athletic covering the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Charlie has covered the team since 2011, previously 

for SB Nation’s Broad Street Hockey. He also co-hosts BSH Radio, one 
of the most popular Flyers-centric podcasts, and has been a contributor 
to Hockey Graphs. Follow Charlie on Twitter @charlieo_conn. 
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NHL Power Rankings: There's a mess at the top ... and another mess at 
the bottom 

 

Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn28-35 minutes 04/03/2022 

 

Another week, another set of power rankings. 

It’s March and we’re in the home stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, 
so we’re starting to get a much firmer sense of who the major players are 
in the league’s hierarchy. 

At the same time, that hierarchy feels more confusing and convoluted 
than ever. At the top, there’s so many good teams to choose from and 
very little separating those within each tier. At the bottom, well, there’s 
mostly apathy for how similarly bad most of them look. 

But that’s why we’re here, to sort that mess out. As always, here is the 
exactly correct ranking for how good each NHL team is. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 40-11-4 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Fun stat that I learned from friend of the blog Dimitri Filipovic while 
doing the PDOcast Thursday night: The Avalanche are 36-4-2 with Cale 
Makar and Devon Toews in the lineup with a plus-72 goal differential. 
Pretty good! 

Well, make that 36-5-2, as they lost to the worst team in the league on 
Thursday. Again. Hockey is fun! 

Sean: So they’re 4-6-2 when one of them is out. That’s your recipe for 
beating the Avs, baby! Lock Toews in his hotel room and hope for the 
best! I feel like we end up talking about the same few guys in this space 
every week, and Valeri Nichushkin isn’t part of that group. It’s as good a 
time as any to say that he’s having (another) really impactful defensive 
season. He’s been impressive there in the past, but I feel like not enough 
people realize that he’s one of the better defensive wingers in the game. 
That is purely anecdotal on my part, by the way, not an invitation for 
commenters to freak out on me. If you’ve been banging that drum, good 
for you. 

Dom: The nerds knew for a while and it’s great to see it translate to 
bigger minutes. That doesn’t always happen when someone crushes 
bottom-six minutes, but Nichushkin has all the tools to be that kind of 
elite defensive force. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 35-12-6 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Huh, they just got worked by the Penguins. Goodbye, five-game 
winning streak. Let’s play a game: Who feels more like a Lightning 
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bottom-sixer — Andrew Copp or Calle Jarnkrok? Both are on the market, 
and both are pretty obvious fits for a team that a) could use another 
player in that space and b) is typically (and successfully) aggressive at 
the deadline. Copp would be the Barclay Goodrow replacement; Calle 
Jarnkrok is a little bit like Tall Yanni Gourde. I’m already penciling one of 
them into the lineup for reasons I can’t quite explain. 

Dom: That loss to the Penguins was an absolute egg, woof. Who cares in 
the grand scheme of things for this team though — this game won’t 
matter in a couple of months. Your game feels like a better use of time. 
Give me Copp here. He feels like a perfect fit. Either him or Claude 
Giroux once the Lightning find some cap space under their couch 
cushions. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Record: 36-13-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: All they needed to get back on track at home was a date against 
the Senators. After losing just three times in their first 26 home games, 
the Panthers dropped three straight in a single week – putting their 
chances of winning the Atlantic slightly in jeopardy. With a win Thursday 
and a Tampa Bay loss, Florida is back in the driver’s seat for the division 
lead. That seeding is crucial as it’s the difference between playing 
Toronto or Washington in the opening round. Big difference. 

Sean: Yeah, they should try to match up against the team with the 
gigantic goaltending problem. You know the one. In any case, know who 
had nothing to do with that skid? Hart Trophy candidate Jonathan 
Huberdeau. Four points in those three losses. Again, that’s four points in 
three games for Jonathan Huberdeau, consensus Hart Trophy candidate. 

Dom: Also a 43 percent expected goals rate in three games while getting 
outscored 3-2. But yes, four points, woo! 

Sean: Time to spend an entire day arguing about it! 

Dom: I would love to have 800 Twitter mentions again today. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 37-12-5 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: The Hurricanes have the best penalty kill in the league, so it was 
funny to see that unit get pumped on Thursday night by the Caps, of all 
teams. Hockey is funny. That game was a total dud. Martin Necas has 
one goal since Dec. 12, by the way. It’d be nice for Carolina if that were 
not the case. 

Dom: The Power Rankings curse is that one of us is completely worn 
down by commenters bludgeoning us about being wrong about 
something, us correcting it, only to see the team fall on its face soon 
after. I literally changed my model’s outputs this week to better account 
for Carolina’s strong penalty kill – so of course this is what happened 
immediately after. 

Sean: Did I bring up the kill solely because I knew you’d done that? Yes. 
Yes, I did. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 32-14-7 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: We love the Flames here at Power Rankings HQ, but that’s a really 
tough loss to the Canadiens. Blowing a 3-1 lead to one of the league’s 
worst teams? That’s a rough look. They get a pass because they’ve been 
so strong over the last month or so, but we are definitely a little 
disappointed. 

Sean: They’re on a run where they play on five of seven nights and 
seven of 11, but yeah, you can’t be blowing two-goal leads against the 
Habs, no matter how many short kings are leading the way. I’m not going 
to drop them for it, though, because I watched them dismantle the Wild 
on Saturday then beat them again (by four goals, again) a few days later. 
Good teams lose to bad teams. Some good teams lose to bad teams 
more often, as we’re about to discuss, but I’m not sounding any alarms 
over here, especially when this good team is still 15-3-1 in its last 19 
games. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 35-15-4 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: If you think I’m going to get sucked down the “Michael Bunting for 
Calder” drainpipe, you’re wrong. Not gonna happen. It was a typically 
weird week for the Leafs, with Rasmus Sandin wearing the collar for a 5-
1 loss to the Sabres. I’m not sure how necessary that was. Bright side for 
Toronto: Sheldon Keefe knows that pairing Sandin with Morgan Rielly 
doesn’t work. Wipe that one off the ol’ grease board. 

Dom: On the one hand, I agree with you that he should not win no matter 
how high his GSVA is. On the other hand, it would be incredibly funny. 
He’s been really good for someone as old as Nathan MacKinnon and 
Aleksander Barkov. 

As for that Sabres game – I’d say forget about it, it’s a long season, but… 
they almost blew a 7-2 lead on Saturday (!) and lost 5-2 to Montreal just 
last week. Shit happens, but it happens a lot less frequently to other elite 
teams. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 34-14-8 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Just like opening night against the Lightning on the road, the 
Penguins put on a clinic against the defending Cup champs again on 
Thursday night. That was a much-needed win against a quality opponent 
given how up-and-down the last month has been. Pittsburgh was on a 6-
4-3 run going into the game against Tampa Bay with its five-on-five 
numbers looking ugly. During that stretch the Penguins were at a 49.8 
percent expected goal rate with just 37.7 percent of the actual goals. A 
dominant 5-1 win where the Penguins earned nearly two-thirds of the 
expected goals is just what the doctor ordered. 

Sean: The craziest part of that game — other than Jon Cooper losing his 
marbles at the end of the second period — might have been seeing 
Kasperi Kapanen drive the net on Danton Heinen’s game-opening goal. 
That, uh, hasn’t happened that often. If the Penguins keep him around, 
he’s going to have to maintain some of that energy. If not, there’s a hole 
on the second line. No pressure. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 33-18-4 

Last week: 11 
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Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Heading into Thursday’s game against Vegas, the Bruins had won 
five of six and outscored opponents 24-10. Erik Haula and Taylor Hall 
have four- and three-game point streaks mixed in there. Boston getting 
sustained protection from someone outside the obvious three guys — 
and Tomas Hertl, when your wish manifests in a few weeks, I suppose — 
will make us look like geniuses for putting them too high every week. Just 
you wait. 

Dom: They always find a way to round out into top gear down the stretch 
after a strong deadline addition to fix obvious holes in the lineup. Hertl 
would make this team truly terrifying. 

Sean: If they keep getting hat tricks from Craig Smith against good 
teams, look out. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 34-15-5 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Since the All-Star break, the Rangers have a 49.5 percent 
expected goals rate, and to be honest, that’s probably good enough to be 
a real threat in the East with the way Igor Shesterkin is playing. The 
argument is this team would be nothing without him, but, I mean, they 
have him, right? That’s a massive advantage over literally every other 
team, and if the Rangers can be break-even on the shot clock, Igor can 
take them the rest of the way. 

Sean: I think we slip into a mindset too often — and it’s not misguided, 
because goaltending is chaos and all that — where we’re a little slow to 
recognize a goalie that’s on a run special enough to negate a whoooole 
bunch of other stuff. Shesterkin has been in that mode all year. If the 
Rangers can keep up even half-decent underlyings, yes, he makes them 
extremely dangerous. Also, I’m pretty sure Chris Kreider is going to score 
50 goals. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 32-15-6 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: I can’t recall any other team being able to score three goals on 
three shots in under three minutes against Shesterkin this season, so 
kudos to the Blues for doing just that. St. Louis has a lethal attack when 
everyone is firing on all cylinders and one more top-four piece on the 
blue line has potential to make them one of the league’s deepest teams. 
Colton Parayko looking like he’s back to his usual self is a big plus here. 

Sean: Yeah, that sequence was wild. Made me think that maybe we — 
you, specifically — have been wrong about them this whole time. But 
god, dude, they’re up against it cap-wise. Like, “we could add 20 percent 
of a league-minimum player on deadline day” stuff. That’s a bummer, 
because for me, they’re a defenseman short of the top tier. Maybe Doug 
Armstrong does something bonkers. I’m not against it. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 30-21-4 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: It’s time to worry a little about the Golden Knights, yeah? They’ve 
lost six of eight and are out of the wild card on points percentage. They 
also just don’t … look right. That 5-2 loss to the Bruins might’ve been a 
little closer than the score indicated, but not much. 

Dom: Here’s the thing though. They’re missing their two best forwards 
and Jack Eichel is clearly still working on getting back into his best self. 
Should they get a pass for that? No, not really, they look terrible. But will 
they be fine when healthy? I still lean yes. They played a pretty damn 
good game against the Avalanche over the weekend, even if it ended in 
a loss. 

Sean: We’ve given them a pass on this stuff all season, and we should 
stop just assuming they’ll be healthy. That’s kind of what I’m saying. 

Dom: I mean, that too is a great point. This team is all in on this season 
with a pretty fragile lineup. It would be a shame if we never got to see 
their final form, but it’s looking like a very real possibility at this point. 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 32-17-3 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: Russo has every possible aspect of the Wild’s skid (two wins in 
eight games) covered, so I’m trying not to belabor any point but Cam 
Talbot needs to play less. I know the Wild have had a lot of issues pop 
up over the last few weeks. He’s one of them. He has been one of them. 
As I type this, they’re in the process of bailing him out against the Flyers. 
That’s all well and good, but Kaapo Kahkonen needs to start more, or Bill 
Guerin needs to get on the phone with his goaltender buddy in Chicago. 
Something needs to change there. 

Dom: This team, with how much firepower it has up front, and how stingy 
it is defensively, literally only needs league-average goaltending to thrive. 
Talbot is just not that right now, a potentially fatal flaw in an otherwise 
very fun team. I wasn’t big on Kahkonen in his rookie season, but he’s 
the best option for now and at the very least, some friendly competition 
can help push Talbot back to his usual form. That’s league average, 
which should be good enough. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 29-18-9 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: So, we all thought the East playoff race was already over – but are 
the Capitals starting to make things spicy here? They obviously started 
red hot and the teams below them aren’t all that imposing, but they’ve 
been a mess in 2022. Since the calendar changed, Washington is 9-12-1 
and looks like a shade of the team it was to start the season. Was that all 
a mirage? Is there enough runway for a full-blown meltdown here? The 
Capitals only have a seven percent chance of missing, but… that ain’t 
zero folks. Thursday’s win against Carolina was massive in lowering the 
panic meter. 

Sean: Ladies and gentlemen, your 2022 Washington Capitals. 

That’s a roster that might not have a goalie (which we knew) and only 
one center (which is a fresh development). Not good. They’ve got a ton 
of banked points and the dropoff, like you said, is steep — but if this 
happened a month earlier, it’d be getting very dark very quickly. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Record: 30-20-3 
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Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: It’s always fun to see a team perfectly summed up in one tweet. 
Holly’s got the Stars dead to rights. 

Do I want to declare them as capital-G Good? Yeah. Yeah, of course I 
do. They’re hilarious, and we need more funny contenders. Are they a 
step above the rest of the Western mid-table squads? I just can’t quite 
get there. The roller coaster is going to head downward at some point. 
They’re too top-heavy to predict any other outcome … but boy, they are 
funny, and they are fun. 

Dom: Key Stat from this week’s 16 Stats: The Stars are 18-6-3 when the 
top line has an expected goals percentage above 50 percent. Their 
record when they don’t, or one of them misses a game is… bad. They 
are the league’s most top-heavy team by far. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 30-21-4 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Shoutout to Derek Ryan with the Saturday hat trick against the 
Panthers – the first of his career. I love random hat tricks from the most 
unassuming players, and Ryan certainly qualifies. He looked like a savvy 
offseason addition but had a bit of a rough start. He’s back on track lately 
though, which has really helped Edmonton’s depth. The Oilers have the 
seventh-best expected goal rate in the league in 2022. 

Sean: Yes, congrats to Derek Ryan for solving the Oilers’ depth issues. 
I’ve said this before, but I really wish we could just skip ahead to 2:58 on 
deadline day, when Ken Holland acquires Luke Glendening. Dallas might 
be too good for this to happen, though. It’s a tragedy. 

Dom: OK, but consider the Oilers acquiring Rasmus Ristolainen instead. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 30-20-4 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: David Poile says he wants to sign Filip Forsberg to an extension 
ahead of the trade deadline. That’s all well and good, but … isn’t the 
implication there that he also needs to sign Forsberg to an extension 
ahead of the trade deadline? If Poile knows that he’s not going to make it 
work with the best forward in franchise history, he’s got to move him, 
right? And if he moves Forsberg, shouldn’t he look at moving other guys, 
too? 

Anyway, Tanner Jeannot had a (maybe unintentional) appearance on 
TNT ahead of Nashville’s win over the Kraken on Thursday, when he 
copped to having no clue who Rick Tocchet is or was. I can’t find the 
video, but I believed him, and you would too. 

Dom: Last season the Predators started out terribly, only to get hot 
enough to become a league-average team. This season is looking to be 
the same thing, but in the opposite order — only to confirm what we 
always knew about this team: they are mid. Time to stop the charade and 
own up to it. They’re on a 6-9-2 run. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 29-19-7 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: I was all set to be all-in on the Kings with the recent hot stretch 
they’ve been on, but this week hasn’t been kind to them. They got 
thumped 7-0 by the Bruins on Monday and then thoroughly outplayed by 
the Stars in a loss on Wednesday. The underlyings remain strong over 
the last couple of months, but we often forget how much that can ebb 
and flow. It’s not just shooting and save percentages that regress toward 
a mean, but also how a team controls play. The Kings are second in 
expected goals percentage since Jan. 1, but that feels like they’re 
punching above their weight class. 

Sean: It’s funny — inconsistency from teams like the Stars and Preds 
disappoint me, but the Kings are still in the “aww, they’re hanging around, 
that’s cute” phase of their development. Who cares that the wheels have 
started to wobble a bit? They’re nice boys! Also, they should’ve worn 
these in an actual game. 

Dom: There have been some INCREDIBLE Black History Month jerseys 
made this year. It’s a real shame that a) they weren’t worn during the 
game and b) they weren’t available to purchase. These are rad. 

18. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 26-21-9 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: The Ducks are still only a couple points out of a wild-card spot, but 
they’re trending down — 3-5-1 in their last nine games, albeit with a 
51.25 expected goals rate. It’s a weird situation in Anaheim; they’ve got a 
new GM, a team that spent most of the season overachieving and a 
whole bunch of key guys on expiring deals. Can’t help but wonder how 
much of a factor that is as March 21 approaches. 

Dom: It’s been a nice run for them, but I honestly think they’re cooked in 
the playoff race. No shame in that, they shouldn’t have been here yet 
anyway, but they have to think about their future at the deadline. That 
may mean trading a franchise staple like Hampus Lindholm and it’ll be 
really interesting to potentially see him in a fresh locale. His numbers 
have declined over the past few years, but a stronger supporting cast can 
help him play up to his potential. 

Sean: Oh, I put away the defibrillators there a couple weeks back. 
Certainly not something that’ll come back and bite me. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 27-23-6 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: God bless them, the Canucks won’t go quietly and I love them for 
it. Thursday’s win against the Islanders was an impressive one, coming 
back from down 3-2 and controlling play all night. It would be a lot of fun 
if they did make the playoffs thanks to Bruce Boudreau’s arrival, but it’s 
going to be really tough with how little season is left. The resurgence of 
Elias Pettersson will be a key cog in that though – he’s been trending up. 

Sean: He only has, like, 60 points to go to hit my preseason prediction. 
You never know. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 28-25-1 
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Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: I watched Max Domi a little more closely than other Jackets in their 
game against the Penguins, and he played with a jump. Someone is 
going to roll the dice on him in a couple weeks. We’ll see how that works 
out. 

In related news — classic run from Jarmo Kekalainen in his interview 
with Pierre LeBrun earlier this week, talking about Patrik Laine’s entry 
into the rumor mill: “Yeah it bothers me because people make up shit, 
that’s what bothers me … I understand that sometimes from 
conversations you have (with teams) some of it may leak out, and a 
name gets in there, but this is not a case like that. This is just somebody 
making shit up from their own speculation of what we might do.” 

Can’t blame him for being pissed there, right? Laine’s finally on a 
sustained goal-scoring roll — 14 in 13 goals, albeit with a 42 xGF%. 
Fugazi trade stuff isn’t something anybody in Columbus wants to deal 
with. 

Dom: That is an absolutely classic Laine stat line. It’s not elite, but he’s 
scoring enough again that you can almost ignore the defensive 
shortcomings to believe he’s a real top liner. That was the case early in 
his career, but he lost his way a bit. Looks like he’s found it again, but 
that will be an extremely interesting contract to negotiate. Does 
Columbus pay him like an 80-point player even if he doesn’t really bring 
the same value as a typical point-per-game guy? 

Sean: I love watching him go on tears like this — the sport is honestly 
better for it, regardless of how empty the calories may be — and would 
want absolutely no parts of trying to assess his long-term value. None. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 24-21-9 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: For starters, going to apologize for the lazy joke in last week’s 
rankings. I sometimes forget that this column isn’t just about rankings, 
but also about power – specifically the power we both have in enraging 
an entire fanbase from a simple throwaway remark. It’s incredible to 
witness every week. 

Now in regards to the actual team: Not a single part of me expected this 
team to rank 28th in five-on-five shooting percentage this year. Bottom 
five! That has to correct down the stretch, right? 

Sean: I’m also going to drop the apology/explanation here — we were 
just wondering whether people were recycling the same stale jokes about 
Winnipeg. The problem was that we didn’t actually add anything beyond 
that. Whoops! Sorry! 

The issue this week, though, is that the most notable thing we saw from 
them was Mark Scheifele getting dropped by a guy who’s shorter than 
both of us, then taking an ‘L’ on Twitter from Tim Peel. 

Every week, I say that I wish we had one or two more good Western 
Conference teams, and the Jets are Culprit No. 1 there. They’re an 
interesting deadline watch, at least. 

Dom: One other thing: I’m still waiting on Connor Hellebuyck to actually 
start stealing some games. He’s had just two all season with a GSAx 
above two, and the last one was nearly three months ago. He had eight 
such games last season. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 20-23-8 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I feel like we write about the Islanders being stuck in neutral each 
week. They just lost to the Canucks. They have a bunch of old dudes on 
expiring deals. Blow it up. Trade, like, five different guys. See if there’s a 
Josh Bailey deal to be made. Things aren’t going to magically get better 
there, given the nature of the roster and the amount of cap space they’d 
currently have to change things up. 

Dom: They will always have back-to-back conference final runs where 
they got to say “suck it” to a bunch of nerds. That’s almost a Stanley Cup! 

Sean: One more of those and the exchange rate would’ve checked out. 
Alas. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 19-30-5 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Every Devils game I’ve watched over the last month or so has 
included Damon Severson doing something colossally stupid on defense. 
Great player, can move the puck well, but he has to be up there for most 
face-palm moments per 60. He’s this generation’s Jake Gardiner. 

Sean: That’s one of my favorite things to do — ask colleagues who’ve 
been at this longer to tell stories about ol’ Jake Gardiner. Also, Damon 
Severson is not a great player. Don’t get gun shy now. The Devils are 
another team I want to make a trade, by the way. Andreas Johnsson to 
Florida for Owen Tippett — Florida gets some bottom-six depth, Jersey 
gets a guy whose timeframe matches up a little better with the rest of the 
core. There we go. 

Dom: Feels like they need a top-four defender more… do the Devils have 
one of those available? 

Sean: Nope. Just P.K. Subban. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 24-24-6 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: If Moritz Seider gets screwed out of the Calder because a 35-year-
old rookie plays for the Leafs, I am going to lose my mind. Dylan Larkin 
has an outside shot at 100 points, by the way. 

Dom: I kind of want to see that now. (Seider has my vote, but watching 
Sean lose his mind would be worth the Bunting vote). 

Sean: Time to dig up some old tweets where you rip on the Seider pick. 

Dom: I definitely have some tweets from 2015 on how much I hate 13-
year-old Mo’ Seider. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 16-28-10 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 
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Dom: The most extremely on-brand Flyers way to end this season is to 
go on a scorching heater to finish the season around 85-to-90 points — 
right where they belonged from the beginning. It’ll be hard to do without 
Sean Couturier, Ryan Ellis and of course Claude Giroux, but I believe in 
the Flyers’ consistent quest toward mediocrity too much to think they’re 
this bad. 

Sean: I don’t. This team stinks, and it’s about to get worse. Get the 
Ristolainen-to-Edmonton deal over the finish line, please. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 20-27-8 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: The best argument for hiring Kyle Davidson as GM — and who 
wasn’t expecting the in-house candidate from the rotten organization to 
get the job after a five-month search, really — is that this deadline is 
gigantic for the Blackhawks. They’re stuck in two modes at once, thanks 
to Stan Bowman’s last year on the job. It’s time to pick a lane. Davidson 
is the right call to handle that aspect of the gig, at least. 

Dom: At least he’ll have the 2022 first-round pick to build around. Right? 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 22-22-6 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: The Sharks are 4-8-5 over their last 17 games and are now on 
pace to finish fake .500 for the season. It’s time to cut the cord, admit a 
rebuild is necessary, and go all-in toward the future. That starts with 
dealing Tomas Hertl to the highest bidder. Re-signing him would be a 
colossal failure. 

Sean: My only regret is that the Sharks don’t have more guys to move. 
Their next most tradeable player, if you look at UFAs, is … Andrew 
Cogliano? Is that right? But yeah, let’s clear the hurdles on a Hertl deal. 
I’m sorry, I’m trying to delete it. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 17-35-5 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: We talked about Calle Jarnkrok a little earlier, but he really does 
seem primed to cause a mini-bidding war on deadline day. One of the 
GMs who lose out on Copp will overpay a little, and it won’t be the worst 
idea. Jarnkrok’s been kind of terrible in Seattle, but he was good with the 
Preds for a long time. He’s a useful player. 

Dom: He’s one of those guys whose games really plummeted with the 
Kraken. Plus-0.23 relative expected goal difference per 60 last year to 
minus-0.24 this season. Night and day, and an acquiring team better 
hope they get last year’s version. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 19-29-5 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: After two periods Thursday night, the expected scoreboard for 
Florida and Ottawa was 5.2-to-1.4 for the Panthers. Just a lil lopsided, 
but the Senators hung on to only a 1-0 deficit thanks to the heroics of 
Anton Forsberg. Give that man several beers after that game, he’s 
earned it. Holding the Panthers to just three goals against when they 
were expected to have 7.1 on the night is an accomplishment. 

Sean: Expected beers? Also 5.2. While we’re talking about Sens goalies, 
Matt Murray’s save percentage is up to .915. My “bold prediction” for 
Ottawa ahead of the season was that he’d throw up a .912, and I didn’t 
even believe it. It’d be nice to see that needle keep moving up. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 17-30-8 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: I’m trying to find something nice to say about the Sabres, and it 
could be easier. Jeff Skinner has 21 goals, and 18 of them are at even-
strength. Hey, Alex Tuch has 23 points in 23 games. That’s neat. 

Dom: They smoked the Leafs 5-1 and looked like the better team all 
night, that’s about as nice as it gets in this kind of season. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 14-34-7 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom: The Canadiens have won six of their last seven games as Martin 
St. Louis continues to prove what a terrible coach Dominique Ducharme 
was. The fun part is that the only loss included a gutsy comeback from 
down 4-0 to Winnipeg. Sure, they lost 8-4, but imagine this team once 
they get NHL goaltending again when Carey Price and Jake Allen return. 
They might be able to move up to 30th spot in the power rankings, 
maybe even 29th if they’re lucky. Hell, if they keep the comebacks up – 
they were down 3-1 to Calgary before winning in overtime – we might be 
even talking 28th. 

Sean: Yeah, that’s what I thought when I was writing up Buffalo, 
honestly. The 30 spot is in sight for the Habs. 

While we’re here — best wishes to Arpon, his dad and his whole family. 

My brother, @arjunbasu, and I have been trying to get to India ever 
since, but it’s a long process and we’re somewhat at the mercy of 
@HCI_Ottawa to issue a visa quickly. This is why I’ve had to leave 
covering the Canadiens and focus on this. I hope you all understand. 
Thanks. 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) March 3, 2022 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 15-34-4 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Sean: Ahead of Thursday’s game against the Avs, the Coyotes were 3-4-
0 in their last seven and had actually outscored opponents despite 
posting the league’s worst xG% (37.53) in that stretch So … it could be 
worse? 

Dom: They also beat the Avalanche for the second time this season, so 
perhaps these rankings are backwards. 
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There's no joy in Burford: A junior team's winless season and the 'end of 
an era' for Ontario community 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald8-10 minutes 04/03/2022 

 

WOODSTOCK, Ont. – Standing in a quiet arena hallway after another 
resounding loss, Ashton Hall offered a brief story about pond hockey. He 
was playing on a rink earlier this winter when a former minor hockey 
teammate asked about his current team, the Burford Bulldogs. 

Hall played on a triple-A team in his final year of youth hockey, in his 
hometown of Kitchener, Ont., a 90-minute drive west of Toronto. It was 
the top of the food chain in his sport, and some of the players from that 
team moved on to play Junior B hockey, one of the more competitive 
loops in Ontario. 

“So,” said Hall, “it’s kind of like, ‘I play on the shittiest Junior C team.’” 

There are 58 active franchises in the Provincial Junior Hockey League 
and heading into the final three games of its regular season schedule, 
Burford is the only team without a single win. The Bulldogs have not won 
in 33 attempts, with 30 losses in regulation and two more in overtime. 

They earned one tie, back in October, and they have been outscored 
213-61, meaning that, on average, they can expect to lose 6-2 every time 
they step onto the ice. Hall, a 19-year-old forward, had an assist the night 
he stood in the arena corridor earlier this week, helping Burford to its only 
goal in a 6-1 loss to the Woodstock Navy Vets. 

“I’ll definitely remember this as the first season where I haven’t won a 
game,” he said. “I don’t enjoy losing, so it’s not going to be great 
memories.” 

On Friday, Burford will play against the team it tied back in October — 
the Norwich Merchants — and will finish its season with back-to-back 
home games against more challenging opposition (Woodstock, again, 
and then Tavistock) on Saturday and Sunday. 

Not only will those three games be the final chance for Burford to earn a 
win this season, they will be the last three games in its entire history. In 
February, the Bulldogs quietly served notice to the league that they 
would forfeit their franchise after the season. 

Team president Terry Chant said he was planning to make an official 
announcement to players just before their final homestand. The Bulldogs 
have been in Burford since 1988. 

“I love my town,” said Chant. “But it’s an end of era, and it’s too bad.” 

Burford is a rural community of about 1,000, sprouting amid the vast 
farmers’ fields outside Brantford, which is the hometown of at least one 
famous hockey player. (The Burford arena is only 20 kilometres from the 
Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre, as well as Wayne Gretzky Parkway.) 

It was a dry community as recently as 1953, when residents voted 
overwhelmingly against the idea of allowing “beverage rooms” within 
town limits. (Burford has its own LCBO location today, just off the main 
road, and has also made space for the beverage rooms voters opposed 
70 years ago.) 

The town made national news 20 years ago after four healthy American 
chestnut trees — a rarity, in arborist circles — were discovered in a 
nearby forest. Otherwise, it can be a quiet slice of small town Ontario life. 

Some elements have gotten smaller, like when the local high school shut 
down. David Miller serves as a regional councillor in Brant County, and 

he attended the high school before it closed, and he was a part of the 
minor hockey scene before registration began to tumble. 

“Demographics have been chipping away at hockey for a long time,” he 
said. 

Fewer children play organized hockey than when he was growing up, but 
he said the junior team was still enmeshed in local life. The Bulldogs 
have been part of the annual Christmas parade, he said, and they have a 
booth at the Burford Fall Fair. 

“They’re like bricks of a community — they build a community,” said 
Miller. “And the Bulldogs are just another one.” 

Burford was initially part of a lower division — in Junior D — but it has 
struggled mightily in the decade since that group was folded into the 
higher tier, in Junior C. (The Ontario Hockey Association, which is the 
local governing body, has three divisions of junior hockey under its 
umbrella, with A, B and C leagues.) 

Terry Whiteside, the commissioner of the PJHL, said teams have the 
option of charging players up to $3,000 to play. Some players do not 
have to pay a dime, he said, and receive other perks from teams, 
including gas money, depending on how far they have to drive for 
practices and games. 

The league does not hold an annual draft, which means players are free 
to sign where they please. And most of the top prospects have avoided 
Burford for years. 

“They just can’t seem to get players committed to playing there,” said 
Whiteside. “They’ll bring in some young guys. The players will progress, 
and then they’ll want to go elsewhere because they’re not competing, 
and it’s kind of a never-ending battle for them.” 

Matt Doyle played in Burford and returned to serve as general manager. 

“Burford never had the luxury of having a big budget,” he said. “Or even 
having a budget at all.” 

Doyle said there was at least one night when the attendance in Burford 
was so small, the team did not have enough gate revenue to pay the on-
ice officials after the game. Chant, the team president, had to pay them 
out of his own pocket. 

Joseph Highgate was head scout in Burford until he resigned earlier this 
season. Recruiting players was a big part of his job, and it was not easy. 

“As soon as they saw my Burford jacket, or I said that I wanted them to 
come play in Burford, you could immediately see their eyes roll,” he said. 
“You knew there was no chance of trying to acquire them for the team.” 

Some teams can promise to supply fresh sticks to players through the 
season, he said, but that was not the case in Burford. As the losses 
continued to mount on the ice, there were fewer reasons for a player to 
want to join. 

“I find it hard to find anybody who has come out of it with a positive 
experience, mostly just because of the losing,” said Highgate. “Players 
know that, if you want to play Junior C hockey in this loop, there’s every 
other team, and then if you’re really desperate as a last resort, you can 
go to Burford.” 

The toll was evident by the time the Bulldogs rolled into Woodstock on 
Tuesday night. 

“By the end of the season, you get guys who quit,” said Bulldogs coach 
Quinn Scott. “These guys don’t deserve that. They work their asses off. 
They just want to play hockey.” 

He had only four defencemen in uniform against Woodstock, and there 
were not enough forwards to fill three full lines. 

“You get excuses: ‘Oh, I got called into work,’ when they’re not at work,” 
said Scott. “And then guys just say, ‘I’m done for the season; I’m not 
doing this anymore.’ They let the rest of the team down.” 
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Woodstock took a 1-0 lead 11 minutes into the first period. The Navy 
Vets are fighting for first place in the division, and heading into the game, 
there was an expectation of another blowout. But for the first half of both 
the first and second periods, Burford held firm, and held the home team 
off the board. 

It was over those final 10 minutes, with Woodstock rolling a full roster 
against the same two defensive pairings, that the Bulldogs began to fade. 
Where the Navy Vets were all standing on the bench watching the play, 
the Bulldogs were fastened to their seats, trying to catch their breath. 

They scored late in the second period and trailed 3-1 heading into the 
third. Burford’s tired legs allowed them to push no closer. 

“I love the game,” said Bulldogs defenceman Jake Phalen, who has 
played in all but four of Burford’s games this season. “I just want to go 
somewhere and play hockey. It’s a passion of mine.” 

Hall, the forward, still has eligibility left in junior hockey. He said he will 
play somewhere next season, but he has not actively begun his search. 
(Scott, the coach, said he planned to help his players find new homes 
after the final game.) 

He could not remember the details of the conversation he had with 
friends on the pond earlier this year, after they talked about their 
respective situations. He conceded profanity might have been used, but 
not in any mean-spirited way. 

Sean Fitz-Gerald is a senior national writer for The Athletic. As a 
reporter, he has covered the Olympics, Pan American Games, Super 
Bowl, Grey Cup, NHL playoffs and the NBA playoffs. In 2015, he was 
named sportswriter of the year by Sports Media Canada. Follow Sean on 
Twitter @SeanFitz_Gerald. 
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Down Goes Brown: Checking in on that super-easy NHL prediction 
contest, in which many of you are already out 

 

Sean McIndoe11-14 minutes 04/03/2022 

 

On the eve of the 2020-21 season, I had an idea for a prediction contest. 
I admittedly didn’t put a ton of thought into it, but I liked the concept and 
thought it could be fun, so I threw together a call for entries. About 900 
readers obliged, answering my eight “easy” questions about what would 
happen during that shortened season with as many or as few answers as 
they wanted. In the end, only one of those 900 entries was perfect, and it 
didn’t score well enough to win. 

In other words, this thing was harder than it looked. So of course, the 
sequel had to be even tougher. This year’s version had 10 questions, 
including one fiendish but optional bonus. Then again, we now had a 
proof-of-concept from Year 1 that could guide your strategy, so maybe 
this would be no problem at all. 

Halfway into the season, how’s everybody doing? Let’s take a look and 
see. 

The short answer is that it’s a bit of a mixed bag, which is probably to be 
expected given how many entries we have to wade through. There are 
1,554 of them, to be precise. (And thanks to readers Mike and William, I 
now have some tools to help me parse all the entries rather than doing it 
by hand.) As with last year, there are a few questions that look like they’ll 
be easy pickings and a few others that are causing big problems. The 
key is whether you could figure out which were which. 

A quick reminder of the rules: You got 10 simple and straightforward 
questions like “Name a GM who’ll definitely keep his job” or “Name a 

team that definitely won’t make the playoffs,” and you had to give at least 
one or as many as five answers. You get more points the more answers 
you give, but even one wrong answer gets you a zero for the question, so 
you had to balance the risk and reward when deciding how far to go. 

This year’s edition of the contest can be found here, and you can search 
for your entry in Mike’s database here. Let’s run through the questions 
and see how it’s going. 

1. Name up to five teams that will make the playoffs this year. 

2. Name up to five teams that will not make the playoffs this year. 

Simple enough, and last year both of these questions ended up being 
easy money, with only the Flyers tripping up more than a handful of 
entries. Otherwise, the teams that everyone knew would make the 
playoffs — like the Avalanche, Lightning, Golden Knights — cruised to 
their spots, and the consensus bad teams — like the Sabres, Senators 
and Red Wings — all missed by a mile. Basically, you should have had a 
ton of points in the bank after these two questions, and if you didn’t then 
you were probably already out of the running. 

That led to an obvious strategy for this year’s contest: Load up on max 
answers on the first two questions. So, how’s that working out? 

Not great! This year’s standings have thrown some curveballs at us, and 
a whole lot of you are going to swing and miss. The big killer here is the 
Islanders, who showed up on about 900 entries as a sure-thing playoff 
team. They’re not mathematically eliminated yet (nobody is), but barring 
a miracle, the majority of entries will be taking a zero on Question 1. And 
if you did dodge the Islanders, you still may not be out of the woods yet, 
as about 400 entries picked the Oilers and 140 had the Jets. 

It could get even worse on Question 2, although the outlook here is better 
than it was looking a month ago. A whopping 1,200 entries had the 
Ducks as a team that wouldn’t make the playoffs, and they’ve been 
holding down a spot for most of the season. They’re fading now, but still 
in the race, so there will be some nervous eyes on Anaheim. If they can’t 
make a comeback then this question should be relatively safe, aside from 
a few dozen of you who had the Kings or Rangers on your list. 

3. Name up to five coaches who will not be fired or otherwise leave their 
job before the first day of 2022 free agency, not including any coach who 
was hired to their current job after Oct. 1, 2020. 

4. Name up to five GMs who will not be fired or otherwise leave their job 
before the first day of 2022 free agency, not including any GM who was 
hired to their current job after Oct. 1, 2019. 

Note the end date on these two — it’s not enough for a coach or GM to 
make it to the last game of the season, they also had to survive the first 
few weeks of the offseason. That means we won’t have a clear idea of 
how the question shakes out until the summer. But we can make some 
observations now. 

The first is the one you’re probably already thinking of: Yeah, Joel 
Quenneville wiped out a whole lot of you — about 850 in all. (And yes, he 
counts even though he resigned, as the question is clear that any 
departure for any reason is in play.) Paul Maurice will get almost 200 of 
you, Dave Tippett takes down another 60, Travis Green got 30 and 
Dominique Ducharme had 20. Even Jeremy Colliton felt safe to 17 of 
you, although Alain Vigneault only had the confidence of four. Oh, and if 
Lou Lamoriello goes back to his old tricks and somehow decides to fire 
Barry Trotz after a disappointing season, say goodbye to almost 
everyone; Trotz was named on 1,350 entries. 

The GMs are safer, as they almost always are, because midseason front-
office changes are rare. Stan Bowman was only named on 14 entries, 
Bob Murray on less than 10, and Jim Benning on just three. Even Marc 
Bergevin only surprised about 30 of you, so this question should yield 
plenty of points. 

5. Name up to five goaltenders who will start at least 60 percent of their 
team’s regular-season games this year. 
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This may have been last year’s most important question, as it took out a 
bunch of entries but left enough behind that you really needed to ace it. 

But there’s danger to be found elsewhere, especially in Vegas where a 
lot of you are banking on Robin Lehner’s shoulder to hold up; he’s on 
almost 600 entries. Jordan Binnington might nail about 300 of you. But 
otherwise, this question feels a lot safer than last year, unless there’s a 
big injury down the stretch. 

6. Name up to five rookies who will finish in the top 10 of Calder balloting 
this year. 

Ah, the dreaded rookie question. Last year, Alexis Lafrenière wiped out 
almost every entry, which actually ended up meaning he didn’t really hurt 
you because just about everyone was in the same boat. 

This year, we could see the same scenario play out with Cole Caufield, 
who showed up on over 1,300 entries but looked like a bust through the 
first half. He’s having a renaissance under Martin St. Louis, so maybe he 
still has a chance to get back on enough ballots to score you some points 
here. But if not, almost all of you will whiff on this question. 

Other potential problem names here: Spencer Knight (700 entries), Alex 
Nedeljkovic (130) and the injured Bowen Byram (100). 

7. Name up to five defensemen who will finish in the top 10 of Norris 
balloting this year. 

This is a new question, so I was curious to see how it would play out. So 
far so good, with most of you loading up on safe picks like Cale Makar, 
Adam Fox and Victor Hedman. We’ll see about Quinn Hughes (100 
entries) and Miro Heiskanen (also 100), and I don’t like the odds for the 
400 or so of you who took Dougie Hamilton. But again, this one should 
be relatively straightforward barring a second-half injury. 

8. Name up to five players who will finish in the top 15 of Hart Trophy 
voting this year. 

This one caused a lot of problems last year, including wiping out some 
entries that might have had a chance at winning, so I wondered if you’d 
be more conservative this year. Not really, with the vast majority going for 
the full five entries. 

Most of the consensus picks seem safe, with Connor McDavid (a 
contest-leading 1,570 entries), Auston Matthews (1,250) and Leon 
Draisaitl (700) all seeming like locks. But there’s trouble looming for 
Nathan MacKinnon, who showed up on a massive 1,470 entries and has 
missed time due to injury while his teammates have stepped up in his 
absence. And nearly 600 of you had Nikita Kucherov, whose own injury 
probably almost certainly spells doom. 

Meanwhile, the 550 of you who named Aleksander Barkov may have 
discovered the Panthers just in time for Jonathan Huberdeau to get the 
votes instead. (By the way, Huberdeau showed up on four entries, which 
was four more than Igor Shesterkin or Johnny Gaudreau.) 

9. Name up to five players who are currently on an NHL roster that will 
change teams between the start of the season and the end of the first 
day of 2022 free agency. 

To qualify as a right answer, players must be acquired by a new NHL 
team, via trade, free agency, waivers or whatever else, but not including 
demotion, retirement, or leaving the league entirely. This is another one 
that stretches well into the offseason, so we’ve got lots of time for it to 
play out, but we can make some initial observations. 

Jack Eichel. (Stephen R. Sylvanie / USA Today) 

Maybe the most obvious pick was Jack Eichel, who showed up on over 
1,000 entries and is already in the “correct answer” column. Nearly as 
many of you have Phil Kessel, who hasn’t moved yet but seems like a 
safe bet. We’re still not sure how things will go with Tomas Hertl (700 
entries), Vladimir Tarasenko (300), Rickard Rakell (300), Nick Leddy 
(150) or Max Domi (150). And a quick shoutout to Rio P. for submitting 
the one and only one entry that named Carter Hutton. 

But of course, those previous nine questions won’t matter at all for some 
of you, so let’s get to the main event … 

10. OPTIONAL BONUS QUESTION: For 15 bonus points, name one and 
only one player who will finish this season with at least 100 points, not 
including Connor McDavid. 

This was the big one. In a close race for top spot, you probably need 
those 15 points. But were you really going to be brave enough to risk it all 
on one answer? 

As it turns out, just over 1,200 of you were. And of that group, the most 
common answer is the one that looks to be safest: Leon Draisaitl, who 
showed up 650 times. That’s pretty much the only group that can feel 
comfortable right now, and even that could be dicey given his recent 
pace. 

It’s not looking as bright for the 150 of you who took Nathan MacKinnon, 
who’ll need a hot and healthy second half to challenge the century mark. 
The same could be said for the 50 Mitch Marner entries, as well as the 
40 naming Artemi Panarin. 

Interestingly, just 26 entries named Auston Matthews here, even as he’s 
on pace to hit the mark. Just eight had Mikko Rantanen. And only two of 
you rode with Jonathan Huberdeau. Also, one of you bet it all on Roope 
Hintz, which was … interesting. 

But the big yikes here is for the 220 of you who had Nikita Kucherov, only 
to see him miss most of the first half. If you picked him, you’re basically 
already done. Sorry, hope you enjoyed the two weeks when you were in 
the running. 

For the rest of you, we’ve still got almost half a season, plus a few weeks 
of the offseason to get through before we’ll know who came out on top, 
and which strategy turned out to be the right one. Stay tuned, and if you 
have any questions about other players showing up on entries, hit me up 
in the comments. 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dubas makes Maple Leafs’ top trade priority clear: 
bolstering the defence 

 

Luke Fox 

March 4, 2022, 4:35 PM 

 

Just because he already tracked down the Russian Bear does not mean 
Kyle Dubas is done hunting. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs GM made it crystal clear he’ll be scoping out 
another defenceman for his club’s playoff bid. 

Meeting with reporters at Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton, Ont., Friday to 
promote next weekend’s Heritage Classic, Dubas shot down the idea that 
an impact forward or a goaltender might be his priority. 

That said, what price level, style, and handedness of defenceman Dubas 
will prioritize depends greatly on the readiness of Jake Muzzin, whose 
$5.625-million cap hit is currently resting on long-term injured reserve. 
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If Muzzin returns to action during the regular season, Toronto may only 
have a couple million dollars in wiggle room to add a player without 
subtracting from its roster. If consecutive concussions keep him out past 
April 29, then one would have to imagine a left-shot Muzzin replacement 
would be aggressively sought. 

Watch the Maple Leafs and Canucks play on Sportsnet 

The Toronto Maple Leafs take on a fierce rival Saturday night when the 
Vancouver Canucks visit Scotiabank Arena. Here's how to watch the 
game on Sportsnet. 

Watch the live broadcast, starting at 7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT 

Stream live on Sportsnet NOW, starting at 7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT 

Do you pluck an affordable defender like Justin Braun from Philadelphia 
or Luke Schenn from Vancouver? 

Or go big-game hunting for an established top-four blueliner like Jakob 
Chychrun, John Klingberg or Ben Chiarot? 

“A lot of it is gonna depend on Muzzin’s health and where we're at. We 
still have quite a bit of flexibility to get creative and try to make something 
happen. But unless we get the news we don't want on Muzz, I think we'll 
just have the one move left in us here,” Dubas told reporters, 17 days out 
from the NHL’s trade deadline. 

"It's not one of these things where we're going to try to wait and have him 
come back in the playoffs. A style of player like him, if he's healthy and 
he's good to go, we need to get him back in and play and get him in form 
before the playoffs." 

Agreed. 

Muzzin, 33, has logged 12 years of hard pro minutes and had been 
struggling by his standards even prior to suffering concussions in 
January and February. To expect him to take two months off and hit the 
post-season ice flying like Patrick Kane or Nikita Kucherov in their prime 
is a tough ask. 

“It's not an imminent return, and we just have to be really careful with 
him. It's two concussions and in a very brief amount of time, so we're 
going to continue to be slow and cautious with him,” said Dubas, 
conceding his players need to tighten up in their own end. 

“We’ve shown of late, especially against good teams, that we're able to 
defend really well as a group. And then when we let our foot off the gas a 
little bit, like on Wednesday night, it's ugly. And so that's going to be on 
our group to continue to work on that.” 

Dubas reiterated that he’d prefer to make his next trade days in advance 
of March 21, just as he did with the Ilya Lyubushkin deal. 

Don’t worry about our crease… nothing to see here 

The solution to the troubling inconsistency in the Maple Leafs’ net since 
the calendar flipped to 2022 must come from within. 

Dubas gave a firm endorsement of his tandem of Jack Campbell and 
Petr Mrazek, shutting down the notion that he’ll poke around a 
goaltending market led by rental Marc-Andre Fleury. 

After getting caved in by the Buffalo Sabres 5-1 Wednesday, Mrazek’s 
save percentage dropped to .890. 

Campbell has cooled off alarmingly from his incredible start. He’s back to 
his career average of .917 goaltending on the year and has admitted to 
mental hurdles. Nevertheless, Dubas is pinning his hopes to the duo. 

“I think we tend to get a little bit game to game in this marketplace, and 
I'm not concerned about either one of them,” Dubas said. “They both 
have shown themselves to be good goalies, and they will be.” 

Remaining Time -1:20 

Dubas can't wait to celebrate Wayne Simmonds' 1,000th game milestone 

Rodion Strong 

The Maple Leafs have known for a while that prospect Rodion Amirov 
had been diagnosed with a brain tumor. The hopeful young man has 
endured his first treatment and is in Germany, working out and skating 
when able. Amirov’s attitude has wowed the organization. 

“You see how optimistic he is, how he's passionate about the fact that 
he's gonna fight it all the way,” Dubas said. “It's remarkable to see — 
and, really, quite inspiring. I couldn't imagine that happening. You never 
expect to hear that when you have a 20-year-old athlete.” 

Dubas’s message to his most recent first-round pick: “Get healthy. We 
know he's not going to play here in the short term at all. He's not going to 
play this season. Certainly, the hockey part is not a huge concern for us 
right now at all.” 

    Rodion Amirov shares the video the Leafs made for him at their 
morning skate, and then gives his thanks for the support. 

Security for Russian Leafs 

In light of recent reports of threats and harassment of some Russian 
hockey players on this side of the pond, Dubas made a point to check in 
with Ilya Mikheyev and Lyubushkin and has asked them to keep 
communication open. 

“Our director of security is around the team every single day on the road 
and at home,” Dubas said. “There have been no issues reported by them 
or anything with toward their families. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

How Maple Leafs are taking safety precautions for their Russian players 

“So, we just need to monitor. They're members of our team, and we care 
about them and want to make sure they're safe and that we're taking 
care of them as best we can. Anything that comes up, they know to 
report it right away.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How improved defence from top stars could propel Leafs, 
Oilers in playoffs 

 

Justin Bourne March 4, 2022, 2:28 PM 

 

There's a very specific type of revered forward in the NHL that’s cut from 
a surprisingly similar cloth. They score a ton in junior and show their 
talent, make an NHL impression early for the same reason, then they 
grow and evolve a defensive element that takes them from great talents 
to great players. I’m talking about Jonathan Toews, Sidney Crosby, 
Patrice Bergeron, Anze Kopitar, Ryan O’Reilly and Brayden Point. Those 
guys are all centres, but you can find wingers (Marian Hossa springs to 
mind) who underwent similar evolutions. 

We had Rick Tocchet on Real Kyper and Bourne a couple weeks back 
after Crosby scored his 500th NHL goal and his quote was that Crosby 
could have 600 if scoring was his priority. I feel the same about every 
name on that list – if they just wanted to put up personal numbers, they 
could absolutely have more. But they prioritized winning, so they worked 
on rounding out their games to become what they’ve become: Hall-of-
Famers, or at least names on the cusp who’ve gotten their names on 
some Cups. 

This evolution shouldn’t be assumed for all young talents in the league. 
There’s a reason these names stand out as potential Hall of Fame guys – 
they were willing to do it. League history is rife with players who were 
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given opportunity and accolades for scoring in junior, so they did it in the 
NHL, where they got opportunity and accolades (and money!), and they 
just carried on through having great careers... 

…While leaving a liiiittle bit of team success on the table. The whole 
“caring about both ends” thing doesn’t come for everyone. 

Great players who don’t have team success are not all on the hook for 
their teams never winning. Some guys are just unlucky and never get 
dealt surrounding casts that are good enough. But there’s no doubt some 
skill players could have done more for their teams were they willing to 
make the toggle to defending as a priority. 

In the not-so-distant past this has been a criticism of some of the best 
young players in the world who play here in Canada, namely Auston 
Matthews, Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl (and certainly guys like 
William Nylander, or Kyle Connor, or Mark Scheifele, or Patrik Laine in 
previous years, all of whom get parenthetical treatment here as they’re in 
a different class from the three other names mentioned). 

The criticism has been “Sure they’re getting points, but their teams 
haven’t won.” “Yes they can produce, but do they do enough to keep the 
pucks out given how offence can get harder in the playoffs?” 

This criticism of these three stars has gotten quieter as the years have 
gone on. But despite the resistance of some, there were stretches where 
the critique had legitimate legs. Two years ago, Draisaitl had a December 
where he was a plus player in zero (0) hockey games for the Oilers, 
going minus-24 over 14 games. At some point, it doesn’t matter how 
much you score if half the time (or worse) you’re digging the puck out of 
your own net. 

McDavid always scored at such an absurd rate that defence mattered 
less, but things were getting uncomfortable in that department towards 
the end of Dave Tippett’s tenure. The Oilers were giving up a significant 
amount the wrong way when he was out there. 

It’s only been a small sample, but in the first 10 games after Jay 
Woodcroft took over, both McDavid and Draisaitl seem to have tightened 
things up defensively. Whether that’s coming from the coach or the 
desire to impress him, it’s been real. Through those 10 games Draisaitl 
has been on the ice for 13 goals for, and only one against. McDavid was 
on for 14 goals for, and seven against. 

It’s looked like this. Watch how often the extra effort has led to the play 
going back the other way for an offensive opportunity (though maybe not 
for themselves): 

Now don’t get me wrong, these guys still like to go on offence first and 
foremost, and it’s that fight that may dictate Edmonton’s ability to make 
meaningful strides or not. In Woodcroft’s 11th game on Thursday night, I 
still saw moments like this Draisaitl play below, where he’s blowing the 
zone on a hope that the puck finds its way past the pile and out, and then 
it doesn’t come particularly close to doing so. (Same goes for Darnell 
Nurse here – both guys are way too excited to have their dangerous 
offensive speed built up, so they show zero caution.) 

I’d rather see Draisaitl stop on that pile and help a stopped puck find its 
way out of their end, rather than skating out into the neutral zone. (And of 
course, Nurse shouldn’t take a forward stride after smashing this rim into 
a puck battle situation for his winger.) 

The conversations around Matthews have changed, and appropriately 
so. Below is a line chart (thanks to Hockey Viz) that covers his career 
and shows his contributions to “expected goals against,” starting in 2016-
17 and ending where we’re at this season. You can see he’s gone from a 
below average defensive contributor, to being on the right side of the line 
despite facing the league’s best players every night. (The numbers on 
the right are what percentile of the league their performance is, in this 
category.) He’s been excellent in a challenging role. 

Matthews' contributions to the offensive side of things is um, pretty good 
too. 

Rest assured, the offensive charts for McDavid and Draisaitl look 
comparable. Here’s McDavid's expected goals against, then goals for 
(starting in 2015-16). You can see the uptick this season: 

And Draisaitl, who’s still on the wrong side of things despite his better 
recent eye-test efforts: 

So have these guys come far enough to bring to their teams what Crosby 
and Bergeron and Toews and Kopitar and O’Reilly and Point have done 
for their respective groups? They sure seem to be getting there. Those 
great centres we’re talking about here were all below league average in 
“expected goals against” in their first season save for Point and 
Bergeron, who they may rename the Selke after. They got better at it, 
some of which would be physical development, some of which would be 
mental commitment. (Interestingly enough, as Crosby’s offensive 
numbers slow, his commitment and results to defence have only gotten 
better. He’s not human, though.) 

In my experience as a player in junior and the minors, I’ve seen what a 
difference the commitment to defence can make. My junior hockey team 
was obsessive about it as a priority, and those who wouldn’t buy-in got 
shipped out. In the interest of self-preservation I bought-in, and remain 
fascinated by what a help I found it to be…offensively. 

Remaining on the defensive side of piles until you’re sure the puck 
advances zones means that sometimes you don’t get to take advantage 
of a lucky bounce, where if you were cheating you may have been in 
alone. But it also helps negate long shifts in the D-zone, where you’re 
hemmed in and never really get to play. It turns the puck around the 
other way more often than not, and for me, I found it put me in more 
advantageous spots. I could better see the players on the rink ahead, 
rather than being lost in the forest of bodies. And it allowed for a more 
offensively friendly gap, allowing me to better move laterally on rushes. 

I think two of these guys are all the way there now – that being Matthews 
and McDavid – and Draisaitl is getting better. For all the talk about how 
teams find ways to win in today’s NHL, just about no team wins a Cup 
without a player or two who are elite offensively and also come to defend 
as well as the best forwards in the league. Keeping that side of the puck 
a priority will go a long way for every team with skilled players trying to 
win their first Stanley Cup. 

For the Oilers and the Leafs, those stars keeping that commitment could 
be what finally pushes one of them towards a deeper post-season run. 
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TSN.CA / Dubas' trade deadline focus set on fortifying Leafs defence 

 

Mark Masters 

12-15 minutes 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of Saturday’s 
game against the Vancouver Canucks. Leafs general manager Kyle 
Dubas held a media availability at Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton ahead 
of the 2022 NHL Heritage Classic between the Leafs and Buffalo Sabres 
on Sunday, March 13. 

With salary cap space limited, Kyle Dubas will likely only be able to make 
one significant add to the Leafs roster before the March 21 trade 
deadline. So, what's the focus?  

"At this time, it will be more on defence," the general manager revealed 
during a media availability in Hamilton to promote the upcoming Heritage 
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Classic between Toronto and Buffalo. "We still have quite a bit of 
flexibility to get creative and try to make something happen."  

The wild card is Jake Muzzin, who is sidelined with a concussion 
sustained on Feb. 21. The defenceman's cap hit is $5.65 million and if he 
remains on the long-term injured reserve until the playoffs that would give 
Dubas even more flexibility. 

"Unless we get the news we don't want on Muzz, I think we will just have 
the one move left," Dubas confirmed. "It is not one of these things where 
we are going to wait and try to have him come back in the playoffs. With 
a style of a player like him, if he is healthy and good to go, we need to 
get him up, playing and in-form before the playoffs."  

Muzzin, 33, also sustained a concussion in January and admitted he was 
tentative when it came to the physical side of the game once he returned.  

"We have to be really careful with him," Dubas stressed. "It is two 
concussions in a very brief amount of time. We are going to continue to 
be slow and cautious." 

The Leafs are allowing 2.89 goals against per game this season, which 
ranks 15th in the NHL entering Friday's games.  

"The thing about the group that gives me a lot of faith is that, throughout 
the season, when they have to dial it in, they have dialled it in really well 
and defended really well as a group," Dubas said. "I'd like it to be a little 
bit more consistent, but we are back into an 82-game season now. You 
are going to have your ups and downs. That is sometimes just the way it 
goes." 

Dubas says priority is 'more on defence' for Leafs heading into the 
deadline 

With questions surrounding the Maple Leafs goaltending of late, GM Kyle 
Dubas addressed the media, saying he isn't worried about Jack 
Campbell and Petr Mrazek, believing that they will find their game. As 
well Dubas spoke about the team's priorities heading into the deadline, 
the Heritage Classic in Hamilton and more. 

Since Dec. 1, Jack Campbell (20 games) and Petr Mrazek (12 games) 
own identical .893 save percentages, but Dubas isn't looking for 
goaltending help.  

"We have two guys that have been good goaltenders," Dubas said. "Jack 
played at an All-Star level this year. Petr Mrazek has played 300 games 
— or nearing that (289) — and has been a good goaltender in his career. 
Petr, especially of late, has had a game against Minnesota at home and 
a game at Washington where he was very good." 

Plagued by a groin injury in the first half, Mrazek started consecutive 
games for the first time as a Leaf this week. He allowed five goals on 31 
shots in Wednesday's loss to the Sabres.   

"I don't think goaltending was the issue in the last game," Dubas said. 
"We tend to get a little bit game-to-game in this marketplace."  

Since Dec. 1, the Leafs rank 31st in five-on-five save percentage, but 
Dubas gave a vote of confidence to Toronto's tandem on Friday.  

"I am not concerned about either one of them," he insisted. "They have 
both shown themselves to be good goalies and they will be." 

Campbell will get the start on Saturday against the Vancouver Canucks. 
It will be his first appearance since getting pulled in Detroit where he 
allowed five goals on 25 shots last Saturday.  

Should Dubas be concerned with Maple Leafs goaltending situation? 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas insisted that he is not 
concerned with the recent play of Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek, but 
should he be? That's Hockey discusses. 

John Tavares has gone 18 games without a goal in five-on-five play while 
William Nylander has just four even-strength tallies in that stretch, which 
dates back to mid-January.  

"If you are looking at their pace for the entire season, they are on pace to 
have excellent years for us," Dubas pointed out. "They are really 
competitive, proud people. To me, I don't even measure it so much [by 
offence] ... They are both such good players. They can contribute in other 
ways. That, to me, is the key. Both have done that." 

Tavares produced two assists on Monday.  

"In Washington, John's play won us the game," Dubas highlighted. "He 
and Justin Holl combined to make that play to [Rasmus] Sandin at the 
end ... William scored in back-to-back games there leading into the game 
on Wednesday night." 

Tavares and Nylander may have a new left winger on Saturday as Nick 
Robertson skated in that second-line spot at practice.  

"If I get the opportunity I definitely want to make the most of it," the 20-
year-old told reporters. "I got to complement those guys as best as 
possible." 

"We wanted to get him some reps with those guys on that line," coach 
Sheldon Keefe explained. "Even practising higher up in the lineup is a 
little bit different in terms of where the plays are, how the plays are made, 
how the puck moves around and the pace. I wanted him to have that 
experience in practice." 

Robertson, the team's top pick in the 2019 draft, has started on the fourth 
line in the three games he's played since being recalled from the 
American Hockey League.  

"We've been trying to get a sense of where he is at in his development 
and what he might be able to provide," Keefe continued. "We're familiar 
with him given that he has played for us in the past, but just want to see 
where he is at coming off of his injury. That is really what this recall has 
been out from my perspective — kind of spot him in and give him an 
opportunity. I think he has done well with the time he has gotten." 

Robertson sustained a broken leg in his second game with the Marlies 
this season.  

"It's just building the minutes and gaining my confidence," he said. 
"Coming back from a leg injury, it's only my 10th game in total."  

After missing the last two games with an undisclosed injury, Ondrej Kase 
returned to practice on Friday, but did not skate on a regular line and his 
status for Saturday's game remains up in the air.  

Sandin sick, Kase practices, Robertson skates with Tavares and 
Nylander 

Sheldon Keefe explains why Rasmus Sandin missed practice on Friday, 
Ondřej Kaše did skate with the team but didn't have a dedicated line, as 
Nick Robertson skated alongside John Tavares and William Nylander. 
The Leafs head coach says no lineup decisions will be made until 
Saturday. 

The Leafs have gone seven games without a power-play goal, which is 
their longest drought this season. The team experimented with a new 
look this week with Auston Matthews getting time in the middle/bumper 
spot.  

"It gives the opponent lots more to think about both in their preparation 
and in the power plays," said Keefe. "When Auston is static in one place, 
it is a lot easier to track. You can find that lane and set your coverage 
and positioning. As he moves and others move, the threats change, the 
angles change and it forces the opposition to communicate and sort it all 
out. We want our power play to be dynamic and to move around." 

Matthews, who leads the team with 12 man-advantage markers, has 
been lining up on the flank most of the season.  

Despite the recent dry spell, Toronto still leads the league with a 29 per 
cent conversion rate.  

"Really, for us right now, we want the puck to move around more than 
anything," Keefe said. "I thought our power play was okay the other night. 
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We obviously didn't get a lot of opportunities to get it working, but I 
thought we did a good job of getting set, moving it around and getting 
some shots." 

The Leafs only had one power play against the Sabres. Following an 0-
for-4 outing in Washington, Keefe noted that opposing teams were doing 
a better job game planning for Toronto's power play.  

"We have made it pretty clear around the league that our power play is 
dangerous," Keefe said. "Teams are taking note of that. I would be 
certain that teams see us coming up on the calendar and their coaches 
are getting to work two or three games ahead. I have been in that 
position myself when you see good power plays coming in. You're getting 
ahead of it and working hard on it because you don't want to look bad. 
Teams have done that. It is on us to counter that now." 

This is Toronto's worst stretch on the power play since a six-game lull in 
October.  

Can Matthews get to 55 goals this season? 

With 37 goals through 51 games this season, the oddsmakers have put 
the over/under on Auston Matthews' goal tally at 54.5. That's Hockey 
discusses whether or not Matthews will reach that number by the end of 
the regular season. 

The Leafs are coming off a listless loss to the Sabres, who snapped a 
six-game skid on Wednesday in Toronto.   

"I was obviously really disappointed," Dubas said of the 5-1 defeat. "I was 
most disappointed about the fact that in the third period, we didn't make 
any type of push. It shouldn't be a surprise that Buffalo is going to play us 
really well ... They are laying in front of slap shots, blocking them and 
were just at a different level of desperation than we had. That is the 
second time in a week and a half that we played a team where, for 
whatever reason, in Montreal and at home against Buffalo, we expect it is 
going to be easy. In this league, it is not. It is something we have to get 
cleaned up here." 

Toronto's next five games will be against teams outside a playoff 
position, including a rematch outdoors against Buffalo on March 13. 

Keefe responded to the dud with a longer-than-usual practice.  

"We had the day off yesterday," the coach noted. "These opportunities to 
practice like today are few and far between where we haven't played the 
night before. We had some extra things we wanted to pile in. We got 
started a little bit later than we wanted today so that made the day seem 
a little bit longer than it perhaps really was. Practice time is not going to 
be readily available for us for a little while after this." 

'Terrible from start to finish': Leafs must learn from 'abysmal' effort 

Playing in front of a full house at home for the first time since Dec. 11, the 
Leafs fell 5-1 to the lowly Sabres on Wednesday. "It was terrible from 
start to finish," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Offensively, we were 
abysmal." Toronto has struggled to get up for recent games against 
teams outside the playoff picture. "The good teams are able to look past 
the standings and just worry about the game," said Morgan Rielly. 

In the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, Dubas revealed that the 
team has increased security around Russian players Ilya Mikheyev and 
Ilya Lyubushkin.  

"We talked to both of the players," Dubas said. "There have been no 
issues reported to them or anything towards them or their families. We 
just continue to monitor it. They are members of our team and we care 
about them. We want to make sure they are safe and we are taking care 
of them as best we can. Anything that comes up, they know to report it in 
right away." 

Sandin missed Friday's practice due to a non-COVID illness.  

Lines at Leafs practice:  

Bunting — Matthews — Marner 

Robertson — Tavares — Nylander 

Mikheyev — Kampf — Engvall/Kase 

Kerfoot — Spezza — Simmonds 

Rielly — Liljegren 

Brodie — Holl 

Dermott — Lyubushkin 

Campbell  

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Dubois delivering in second season with Jets 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

Last summer we looked at Winnipeg Jets forward Pierre-Luc Dubois, 
fresh off an underwhelming debut season with the franchise. 

Twenty points in 41 games is nothing to scoff at, but the Jets were 
hopeful the player they were acquiring was the same one who took the 
2019-20 Stanley Cup Playoffs by storm with his dominating two-way play 
for the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

One of the concerns with Dubois’ disappointing first season – and I use 
the word disappointing only in relative terms; he’s clearly a fantastic 
player – was an inability to elevate the play of those around him. The 
team needed some secondary scoring behind the Mark Scheifele line, 
and that didn’t materialize. 

Additionally, Dubois’ reputation as a gifted off-puck player didn’t amount 
to much in the way of defensive improvement either. Winnipeg’s inability 
to play with the puck and control the pace was non-existent. Rather than 
Dubois lifting the performance of others, it was the others acting as an 
anchor of sorts on Dubois’ play. 

It made this season a pivotal one – doubly so for a player who enters 
restricted free agency this summer. And has Dubois ever delivered. On 
the offensive side of the ice, Dubois’ 22 goals are second best in the 
Winnipeg lineup (behind Kyle Connor’s 32) and 32nd in the National 
Hockey League, sandwiched between players like Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov and San Jose’s Tomas Hertl. 

We expected some regression to the upside after last season’s quiet 
offensive production, but it’s notable to me the 23-year-old forward is 
running career highs in scoring this season. 

Consider his offensive output (all situations) since entering the league, 
and notice how Dubois as an individual attacker has dialled up the 
intensity this season: 

Those are significant moves. What’s different? The short answer is 
Winnipeg has been much better at sustaining offensive-zone pressure. 
Year-over-year, the Jets have seen a 13 per cent improvement in the 
volume of shots they’re generating, and a 16 per cent increase in 
expected goals (shots adjusted for quality). Much of that improvement 
has come inside of the top six, and on Dubois’ line in particular. 

I mentioned personnel factoring in earlier. Last year, Dubois played 
primarily with Connor, Nikolaj Ehlers, and Paul Stastny up front, with 
Derek Forbort and Josh Morrissey backstopping his line. Dubois is still 
playing healthy minutes with Connor (and this pairing has been 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 5, 2022 

 

sensational all year), but he’s also been given two new weapons in the 
form of Evgeny Svechnikov up top, and Nate Schmidt behind him. 

Courtesy HockeyViz, we can see how these groups (with a focus on 
Dubois’ minutes) performed year-over-year. Below shows the Dubois line 
at 5-on-5 last season versus this season, with a focus on the offensive 
side of the ice: 

It’s not just more volume for the Dubois line, which is significant. They 
also fixed a fatal flaw the second line kept running into last year, and that 
was an inability to pierce the interior of opposing defences. Exposing that 
area of the defence is perhaps the hardest thing to accomplish in the 
modern NHL, and it usually requires incredible individual talent or routine 
playmaking as a five-man unit. At any rate, they’re doing it with a fury 
now. 

Not surprisingly, the added pressure offensively has led to a bit of 
pressure relief on the defensive side of things. The Jets still can find 
themselves in trouble away from the puck, but the constant shelling of 
Connor Hellebuyck from in tight – at least with the Dubois line on the ice 
– has dissipated this season: 

The Jets are still a very average team, and the reality is they have about 
a one-in-five shot of reaching the post-season – hardly where Jets 
general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff expected this club to be. 

But sometimes you have to look at the bigger organizational picture. 
Irrespective of what happens to the Jets this season, Dubois has been 
outstanding for the Jets, answering every question they may have had 
about his game and his future in Winnipeg from last summer. It seems 
the Jets have found another core piece to go along with Connor, 
Scheifele, Hellebuyck, and Ehlers. 

If that’s the case, building out the rest of this roster should be a very 
manageable challenge. 
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