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Hurricanes defeat Kraken for first time behind two power play goals, Necas game-winner 

By Chip Alexander 

Martin Necas said he didn’t see the puck go into the net. He 
was, after all, falling as he took the shot and there were 
bodies in front of the crease. 

Nor had he seen the puck go in the net very often of late. 
The Carolina Hurricanes winger had gone 18 games without 
a goal, a drought that had left him frustrated and pressing at 
times. 

But Necas had the winning goal Sunday against the Seattle 
Kraken in a 3-2 victory at PNC Arena. Grabbing the puck in 
front of the Kraken net, he whipped a shot past goalie Philipp 
Grubauer, who had beaten the Canes once this season and 
was after a second win. 

Necas then had a new twist to his goal celebration. As he 
skated in front of the benches, he reached back with his right 
hand as if swatting an invisible “monkey” off his back, then 
thrust his arm high in what he called a “feeling-at-the-
moment” kind of celly. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored but of 
course it’s a little bit in your head,” Necas said. “Through my 
career I never really waited that long for a goal. But it 
happens. 

The last few games I started feeling a little better and getting 
more chances, and today it finally went in. It’s a good feeling 
and a great win.” 

Necas was named the game’s first star and had Canes fans 
loudly chanting, “Mar-ty, Mar-ty!” Goaltender Antti Raanta, 
who had 28 saves in his second consecutive start, was the 
second star and easily could have been the first. 

The Canes’ first two goals came on second-period power 
plays as Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen, playing his 
500th career game, got the goals. The Teravainen score 
came four seconds into the power play as Sebastian Aho 
controlled the faceoff to Vincent Trocheck and Trocheck 
pushed the puck to Teravainen. 

The Canes (39-12-5) again had to come from behind, just as 
they did Friday against the Pittsburgh Penguins. The Kraken 
(17-36-5), the NHL’s newest team, got a power-play goal 
from Alex Wennberg in the second period — in nine seconds 
— and then took a 2-1 lead on Calle Jarnkrok’s even-
strength goal 66 seconds after the Niederreiter score. 

Playing the day after a 5-2 loss in Washington to the 
Capitals, the Kraken were playing with energy and 
confidence in their first visit to PNC Arena, just as the 
expansion team did in November when they beat the Canes 
2-1 in Seattle behind Grubauer. But Teravainen’s goal, his 
16th, tied the score and the Canes were the better team in 
the third, their pressure style having an effect. 

Necas’ go-ahead score, his ninth of the season and his fifth 
game-winner, came soon after the Canes had killed off an 
Aho hooking penalty. Necas won a board battle to get the 
puck to defenseman Brett Pesce, who pushed it across the 
ice to Brady Skjei for a shot from the left point. 

Necas, to Grubauer’s left, collected the loose puck and got 
off a shot as he was falling, the puck going under Grubauer’s 
left pad and into the net. 

“I actually didn’t see it,” Necas said. “I just saw guys 
celebrating.” 

That was good enough for Necas, who said Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour had talked to him about going more to the 
front of the net and getting a “dirty” goal to end the drought. 
That’s what he did. 

“All through the season most of my goals were like kind of 
nice goals,” Necas said. “Not many goals came from in front 
of the net and stuff, like today. I need to score those dirty 
ones more often.” 

The Kraken pulled Grubauer with less than three minutes left 
in regulation for an extra attacker but the Canes were able to 
lock down the victory as Raanta made four stops. 

Brind’Amour said after Sunday’s morning skate that goalie 
Frederik Andersen was “not 100 percent” but that his injury 
was “nothing too serious.” Goalie Alex Lyon, recalled 
Saturday from Chicago of the AHL, was the backup Sunday. 

The Canes took time in the first period to recognize two 
former players — forward Morgan Geekie, who was in the 
lineup, and defenseman Haydn Fleury, who was not. The 
biggest hand was for John Forslund, the Canes’ longtime 
play-by-play announcer and now the voice of the Kraken in 
their first season. 

“It was a good two points,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m happy we 
were able to win and get everybody leaving the building 
feeling good.” 
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NHL trade deadline 2022: Which player (or pick) each team is most likely to deal, from 
captains to cap casualties 

Who or what is leaving each NHL town at the trade 
deadline? With the March 21 date quickly approaching, The 
Athletic asked the reporters who know the 32 teams best for 
their expert picks and analysis. 

In response, we heard about useful veterans, bad contracts, 
fire sales, mortgaged futures and even a few stars. 

Here are our beat writers’ picks for the most likely assets to 
be dealt: 

Anaheim Ducks: Rickard Rakell 

It just seems to make perfect sense. The Ducks are still in a 
rebuild. Rakell is hitting unrestricted-free-agent status and 
will want a hike from his $3.8 million salary in his next deal. 
He’s also 28 and is who he is at this point: a skilled 
secondary scorer. That has value on the open market, and 
new Anaheim general manager Pat Verbeek can get a nice 
return for a useful player. Down the line, the Ducks will have 
wingers who can make up the goals they might lose in not 
extending him. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Jakob Chychrun 

The Coyotes have been listening to offers on Chychrun for 
months now, because he is young (23), attractively priced (a 
$4.65 million average annual value until 2024-25) and led the 
NHL in goal-scoring by defensemen last season. So far, no 
one’s met Arizona’s asking price of a Jack Eichel-like 
package. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins: Jake DeBrusk 

As well as DeBrusk is playing, his trade request still stands. 
That he hasn’t changed his mind indicates little desire to stay 
with the Bruins when his current contract expires and he 
becomes a restricted free agent, due a $4.41 million 
qualifying offer. The Bruins, meanwhile, may not be willing to 
qualify DeBrusk at that number. As such, it may be best for 
both parties to end the relationship. DeBrusk’s surge could 
increase the Bruins’ trade return. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Cody Eakin 

Eakin has specific skills that benefit contenders and bolster a 
bottom six. He is an elite faceoff man as a center and ranks 
second among Sabres forwards in penalty-kill time this 
season. He also has 50 games of playoff experience, 
including a run to the finals with Vegas. He’s cost-efficient at 
$2.25 million and may only cost a midround pick. — John 
Vogl 

Calgary Flames: 2022 second-round pick 

I could have gone with a player or prospect, but what 
happens with the Flames at the deadline is anyone’s guess 
right now. I could see them making a hockey trade with a 
number of assets involved, as they likely need to move 
money out to get any player of consequence. But I do think 
they could make a move for a depth piece using one of their 
picks. Calgary does not have a third- or fourth-round pick in 
2022 (or a first now after getting Tyler Toffoli). They do have 
two second-rounders, though, and I could see them flipping 
one of them. — Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: 2023 first-round pick 

The Hurricanes don’t want to mess with a lineup that’s 
working, and the depth players they would consider giving up 
probably wouldn’t warrant a return that would make it worth 
it. Since they don’t have a 2022 first-rounder, the 2023 first-
rounder would probably yield the highest return. — Sara 
Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Dominik Kubalik 

The Blackhawks have many trade candidates, but Kubalik 
seems like the safe bet to be dealt. He has a high qualifying 
offer as a restricted free agent and probably isn’t in new GM 
Kyle Davidson’s rebuilding plans. Kubalik will likely be sought 
as an offensive depth piece for some playoff team. — Scott 
Powers 

Colorado Avalanche: Tyson Jost 

Jost is a former first-round pick who, at 23 years old, is a 
useful depth player but hasn’t reached the offensive ceiling 
Colorado saw when it drafted him. His $2 million cap hit 
could make sense to move in a deal if Colorado is trying to 
create cap space, and perhaps he can find more offensive 
success playing more minutes on a different team. — Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Max Domi 

Domi is a pending UFA and is not likely to be back in 
Columbus, which has a cluster of prospect forwards ready to 
hit the NHL lineup. The Blue Jackets have to start clearing 
space for Kent Johnson, Kirill Marchenko, Liam Foudy and 
others. Domi has been mostly a bottom-six forward the past 
two seasons for the Blue Jackets. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Braden Holtby 

The easy and perhaps most common answer would be John 
Klingberg. The 29-year-old defenseman has generated most 
of the trade buzz around the Stars this season. If the Stars 
are sellers, he remains the answer to this question. With their 
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recent play, though, the Stars don’t look like they’ll be sellers. 
Given their heavy reliance on Jake Oettinger lately, they 
could explore trading Holtby to fetch a return and ride Anton 
Khudobin as a backup. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Vladislav Namestnikov 

The versatile forward has become a fan favorite in Detroit 
this season, bringing an up-tempo game and sorely needed 
secondary scoring. But as a pending UFA, those qualities 
may soon be more valued by a contending team that can 
better benefit from his ability to play on nearly any line and 
play either center or wing. Namestnikov fetched a fourth-
round pick each of the past two times he was dealt, so the 
return likely won’t be massive, but his four goals in 12 games 
(in limited minutes) for the Avalanche in 2020 showed he can 
score in the playoffs. There should be a solid market for him. 
— Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Josh Archibald 

If there’s any market for him, the smart money is on the 
Oilers trading Archibald. The winger has missed the whole 
season with myocarditis, an inflammation of the heart 
muscle, but has been given a clean bill of health and 
declared himself ready to play. The problem for the Oilers is 
he’s unvaccinated, so he’s unable to cross the border into 
Canada without quarantining. That makes him a half-time 
player for the team’s 20 post-deadline games. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Owen Tippett 

If the Panthers make moves to further solidify their contender 
status, they’re going to have to give up young, NHL-caliber 
players when dealing with retooling clubs. Ideally, Anton 
Lundell isn’t going anywhere. Instead, it’s likely to be Tippett, 
whose path upward is blocked by Florida’s winger depth. His 
stock isn’t as high as it once was, but a team may want to 
see what the 23-year-old can do in an expanded role. — 
Shayna Goldman 

Los Angeles Kings: Andreas Athanasiou 

At times, Athanasiou has been the odd man out in the Kings’ 
lineup. Plus, the Kings have to start seeing what they have 
with their (many) prospects in Ontario. Considering the 
acquisition cost would be minimal, a team might want to take 
a low-risk gamble on a player with an undeniable skill set. 
Consistency is always the issue, but any GM trading for 
Athanasiou would do so with eyes wide open. — Lisa 
Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: 2022 second-round pick 

The Wild don’t look like they plan to bring back pending UFA 
Alex Goligoski, as they originally planned to, but he has a full 
no-move clause. Nico Sturm will also be a UFA this summer 
and probably isn’t in the future plans, so he could be a trade 
asset. It’s more probable that GM Bill Guerin would be willing 
to dangle his second-round pick, because it’s expected that 
Minnesota will receive a compensatory second-rounder if 
they don’t sign 2018 first-round pick Filip Johansson. — 
Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Ben Chiarot 

The rugged UFA-to-be has a style built for the playoffs and is 
easily one of the top five defensemen on the market. There’s 
plenty of interest. The Canadiens are hoping to get a similar 
return to what Tampa Bay got for David Savard last season, 
which was a first-round pick and a third-round pick — 
although it’s worth noting that new GM Kent Hughes has 
expressed openness to acquiring quality prospects instead of 
picks. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators: Filip Forsberg 

It’s still more likely that Predators GM David Poile holds onto 
Forsberg, of course, and he hasn’t been shy about 
proclaiming that he wants to sign Forsberg to a long-term 
deal. But there’s clearly a gap between the sides as the 
deadline approaches, and Poile does not want to relive the 
Ryan Suter situation of 10 years ago. If talks don’t progress, 
and especially if that’s in tandem with underwhelming play 
from the team in the stretch ahead, Poile may be compelled 
to ensure he isn’t left empty-handed. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils: Pavel Zacha 

With Jack Hughes, Nico Hischier, Dawson Mercer and 
Jesper Boqvist as top-nine center options, the Devils may 
want to move the pending RFA Zacha ahead of his next 
contract, which likely will come in over his projected market 
value. A change of scenery may be best for him — if it’s to a 
team actually in need of a center — and a trade could help 
the Devils bolster their wing depth. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders: Semyon Varlamov 

There are at least a few legitimate Stanley Cup contenders 
that could use some insurance in goal, and Varlamov, 33, is 
a proven NHL veteran with 60 playoff games under his belt. 
While his record this season is poor, the Islanders have 
given him virtually no goal support. Further, it seems more 
evident every day that Ilya Sorokin is the Islanders’ goalie of 
the future, so cleaning Varlamov’s $5 million cap hit through 
next season could help them address other, more pressing 
needs. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers: 2022 first-round pick 

The Rangers have an overload of good defense prospects 
so there’s a chance one of those players could be moved, 
but the main asset is the first-round pick this season. The 
Rangers need forward help and a cap crunch is coming next 
season, so that first could go for a top-six winger on an 
expiring deal quite easily. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators: Zach Sanford 

Anton Forsberg and Nick Paul are probably Ottawa’s two 
most sought-after assets at the deadline, but there is a 
chance both could re-sign with the Senators. That probably 
moves Sanford to the top of the list of likely trade candidates. 
Sanford hasn’t really found his niche in Ottawa, and it’s hard 
to envision where he slots into this lineup next season. He 
was a contributing member to the Blues Stanley Cup 
championship in 2019, so there might be a contending team 
looking to add his playoff experience as a depth forward. — 
Ian Mendes 
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Philadelphia Flyers: Claude Giroux 

Giroux, whose contract is set to expire this summer, would 
have to waive his no-movement clause for a trade, but it 
appears he’s already well down the road toward doing so, 
even if his final decision has not yet been made. Assuming 
he does, the Flyers will be looking to get a haul for their 
longtime captain, with the goal of jumpstarting their planned 
“aggressive retool” this summer. A veteran player wanting to 
chase down a Cup and a team needing to restock in terms of 
assets: That’s the type of combination that usually leads to a 
deadline trade. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Kasperi Kapanen 

Kapanen has been something of a disaster this season and, 
when the Penguins are healthy, there’s a chance he wouldn’t 
even be in their postseason lineup. However, he is only 25 
and isn’t without considerable talent. It wouldn’t be shocking 
to see a young team give him a chance while the Penguins, 
in turn, could trade him for a veteran or simply free salary 
cap space that could be used in a subsequent deal. — Josh 
Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Andrew Cogliano 

The most valuable player who could be traded is Tomas 
Hertl, and he would be one of the most coveted players in 
the league … if the Sharks are willing to move him. The 
organization has said it’s committed to signing the pending 
UFA, though. Cogliano is also a pending UFA. His offense 
has dried up, but he’s a key cog (pun intended, I guess) in 
one of the league’s best penalty kills and is definitely the type 
of veteran leader that GMs love to acquire at this time of 
year. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken: Mark Giordano 

Giordano offers potential suitors a top-four defenseman who 
can still operate a power-play unit in addition to bringing 
leadership. The Kraken believe that trading him should allow 
them to add a significant amount of draft capital as they seek 
to build their farm system. — Ryan Clark 

St. Louis Blues: 2022 first-round pick 

Already without a second-round pick this summer, Blues GM 
Doug Armstrong may not want to trade his 2022 first-
rounder. But if he wants a top-four defenseman, whether it’s 
a hockey trade for Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun or a rental deal 
for Anaheim’s Hampus Lindholm or Seattle’s Mark Giordano, 
he may not have a choice. If it’s Chychrun, it could be the 
first-rounder and a prospect such as Jake Neighbours, Zach 
Bolduc or Scott Perunovich. The Blues are up against the 
salary cap so any trade needs to be dollar-for-dollar, which 
means Marco Scandella could be included, though he’s 
currently out with an injury. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: 2022 first-round pick 

Lightning GM Julien BriseBois said “nothing is off the table” 
when it comes to dealing picks and prospects for a 
difference-maker at the deadline. Their first-round picks are 
their best trade chips, and they don’t pick in the second, third 

or fourth rounds this year. They’d likely prefer to move their 
2023 first, but this year’s can be in play. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Travis Dermott and a first-round pick 

When (if?) Jake Muzzin is healthy, the Leafs have eight NHL 
defensemen. And they also have designs on adding on D, 
meaning someone will have to go to make way — both in 
terms of cap space and a roster spot. Dermott is the likeliest 
odd-man out, given his play and recent healthy scratches. As 
for the pick: The Leafs are in win-now mode and GM Kyle 
Dubas hasn’t been shy to move his firsts in the past. — 
James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks: Tyler Motte 

New president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford has a 
reputation for being aggressive, to say the least, and as such 
the Canucks seem to exist at the nexus of all NHL trade 
rumours right now. They are still on the (outer) fringe of the 
playoff race, though, and there isn’t a ton of pressure to 
move the bigger-ticket pieces. So while some blockbuster 
deals could end up happening, the only fair answer at the 
moment is Tyler Motte. Motte’s situation carries some 
urgency as the club’s only pending UFA of note — that is if 
he isn’t extended before the deadline. — Thomas Drance 
and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights: Reilly Smith 

The Golden Knights’ salary cap predicament makes 
predicting their trade deadline strategy difficult, but I’d have 
to say the most likely player to be moved before March 21 is 
Smith. I don’t think it’s particularly likely to happen, but if 
Vegas decides Mark Stone will be available to play at some 
point in the regular season, it would need to shed salary to 
activate Stone’s $9.5 million hit while remaining cap 
compliant. Smith is a pending unrestricted free agent who 
the Golden Knights could lose for nothing this summer and 
could be an attractive rental for other contenders because of 
his strong 200-foot game. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals: Daniel Sprong 

Sprong has been in and out of coach Peter Laviolette’s 
doghouse for a couple of seasons. In fact, the 24-year-old 
winger was a healthy scratch for four consecutive games late 
last month, marking his longest stretch out of the lineup. 
Although he’s signed for below the league minimum 
($725,000), he’s due to become a restricted free agent with 
arbitration rights at season’s end. If the Caps make a move 
for a middle-six winger, it wouldn’t be a huge surprise to see 
him go the other way in the deal. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Andrew Copp 

Andrew Copp is a near-lock to reach unrestricted free 
agency. His two-year arbitration award in 2019 and his one-
year contract signed last summer give him the opportunity to 
bet on himself on the open market and get paid like the 
second-line player he’s become. Winnipeg could use him for 
its playoff push, but the Jets have been sputtering. If they 
can’t get back into the race, expect the pending UFA to be 
moved. — Murat Ates 
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Necas ends goal drought, scores late winner to lift Hurricanes 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Martin Necas didn’t just lead the Hurricanes to 
two points against the visiting Seattle Kraken. 

He got the monkey off his back. 

Necas scored his first goal since Jan. 15, spinning, falling 
and shooting the puck under Seattle goalie Philipp Grubauer 
with just over 10 minutes remaining in regulation to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 win Sunday in front of 18,156 at PNC 
Arena. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored. … The 
last few games I started feeling a little better, getting more 
chances,” said Necas, who ended an 18-game drought with 
the goal. “And today, finally, it went in.” 

With the Kraken content to make the game as sloppy as 
possible, the Hurricanes had to rely on three things: 
patience, special teams and Antti Raanta. 

“We kind of knew what kind of games it was gonna be,” 
Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen, playing in his 500th 
career NHL game, said. “They play good, they play hard, and 
they play defense very well. So there’s not going to be too 
many good chances.” 

That proved true, certainly in the first period. While the shots 
on goal were in a normal range — 11 for Seattle, nine for 
Carolina — there were just three high-danger chances in the 
period. 

Enter Raanta, who was starting his second straight game 
with Frederik Andersen nursing a minor injury. 

The 32-year-old was dialed in again for the Hurricanes, 
making saves through traffic and exploding for a pad save on 
Seattle’s best chance of the first period to keep the game 0-
0. 

“Confidence is building when you get good games under 
yourself,” said Raanta, who has strung together three 
excellent starts. “It was kind of easy to just go to the game. 
There were a couple of good shots early on. … I was able to 
make a couple good saves here and there.” 

With no scoring in the first period, both teams got to work on 
the power play in the middle frame. 

The Kraken opened the scoring when, after Raanta (24 
saves) made an initial stop, Alex Wennberg’s follow-up 
attempt hit the Carolina goalie’s pad and fluttered up and into 
the net for a power play goal at 3:12 of the second period. 

The Hurricanes second power play unit responded just under 
four minutes later by patiently waiting for its chance and 

converting. Seth Jarvis shot from the left circle, and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi tapped the rebound over to Nino Niederreiter for 
his 17th goal and a 1-1 tie. 

“They probably had better opportunities to shoot it sooner,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “but at the end of 
the day, we got it there. It was good execution on other 
things to get to that point.” 

Just over a minute later, a Carolina defenseman Brett 
Pesce’s flubbed dump-in caught the Hurricanes in a line 
change, and Adam Larsson sprung Calle Jarnkrok for a 
breakaway he converted to restore Seattle’s one-goal lead. 

Carolina’s power play, however, wasn’t done. 

The Hurricanes needed just four seconds of the man 
advantage for Teravainen to score off the faceoff for his 16th 
goal of the year to tie the game at 17:22 of the second 
period. 

“They said, ‘We’ve got to go hard to the net quick,’” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s exactly what happened.” 

With the game still tied in the third period, Sebastian Aho 
went to the penalty box for hooking with just over 12 minutes 
left in regulation. Carolina killed off the penalty and followed 
that shift with the winning goal. 

Carolina’s lines were jumbled coming out of the penalty kill, 
and Necas won a board battle in the Seattle end and worked 
the puck to the point. Pesce knocked down the pass and 
worked it across to Brady Skjei, whose wrist shot made it 
through a crowd and was stopped by Grubauer (30 saves). 

Necas located the rebound behind him, spun away from 
Larsson, and shot while falling to the ice to give Carolina its 
first lead — and for good. 

Necas bunny hopped into the arms of Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov, then skated toward the bench and tossed the 
imaginary monkey off his back. 

“It was just the feeling of the moment,” a relieved Necas said. 

Notes: Former Hurricanes draft picks Morgan Geekie and 
Haydn Fleury returned to PNC Arena for the first time, 
though Fleury was a healthy scratch. … Kraken broadcaster 
John Forslund also called his first game in Raleigh since 
leaving the organization. … Carolina won 39 of 59 faceoffs. 
… Nine different Hurricanes had points and 10 had multiple 
shots on goal. … Jarvis assisted on Niederreiter’s power play 
goal, giving him points in two straight games for the first time 
since he totaled three points in games on Dec. 30 and Jan. 
1. … Alex Lyon, recalled from AHL Chicago, dressed as the 
backup. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Kraken 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will look to build 
upon their momentum built from Friday's overtime win, as 
they host the Seattle Kraken for the first time ever today. 

When: Sunday, March 6, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes Ap 

Canes Record: 38-12-5 (81 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Win (OT) over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Friday, March 4. 

Kraken Record: 17-35-5 (39 Points, 8th - Pacific Division) 

Kraken Last Game: 5-2 Loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Saturday, March 5. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 November 25: Seattle scores with 3:08 to go in 
regulation to take a 2-1 victory. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: After trailing 2-0 at the end of the first period, 
the Canes rallied to pull off a 3-2 victory in overtime against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins Friday. Jordan Staal had a multi-
goal game for the first time this season and Andrei 
Svechnikov recorded the game-winner on the power play in 
overtime. Antti Raanta was the winning netminder, going 
14/14 after the opening 20 minutes. 

500 For Turbo: Teuvo Teravainen is expected to play in his 
500th career NHL game tonight. After starting his career 
playing 115 games with the Chicago Blackhawks, "Turbo" 
has played 384 since being acquired by the Hurricanes in 
June of 2016. In those 384 he has totaled 94 goals and 211 
assists for a total of 305 points. 

800 For Step?: Should Derek Stepan be in the lineup tonight, 
it will be his 800th National Hockey League game. He played 
515 with the New York Rangers, 224 with the Arizona 
Coyotes, 20 with the Ottawa Senators and thus far this 
season 40 with the Canes. 

Captain's Getting Hot: After starting the year with just two 
goals and eight assists in the team's first 36 games of the 
season, Jordan Staal now has five goals in his last seven 
games. He also has 11 points in his last 17 games.  

Enter The Lyon's Den: Goaltender Alex Lyon was recalled 
under emergency conditions Saturday night from the 
Chicago Wolves. An update is expected from Rod 
Brind'Amour following the team's morning skate. The team 
will skate at 10:30 a.m. 

Offense From Defense: A big part of Carolina's success has 
been their contributions from the blue line. The team's 
defensemen have combined for the third-most points league-
wide since the start of the season and also recorded 70 
points in 25 games in 2022. 

A Look At The Other Side: Seattle comes to Raleigh as the 
second half of a back-to-back. Saturday night they fell behind 
2-0 in the first period to the Caps, but they did manage to 
come back and knot the game in the second period. 
Unfortunately Washington would take over from there, 
scoring the next three en route to their other 5-2 victory. 
Chris Driedger was in net for the Kraken, allowing four goals 
on 20 shots. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

More Milestones:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their black 
sweaters tonight. 
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Recap: Canes Conclude Weekend With Win Over Seattle 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes earned at least a 
point for an 11th consecutive home game Sunday, picking up 
a 3-2 victory over the Seattle Kraken.  

The Rundown: 

The second game in as many days for Seattle was also the 
fourth in six days for Canes, as the Kraken made their way to 
Raleigh for the first time in their franchise's existence. 

With Frederik Andersen ruled day-to-day after morning 
skate, Antti Raanta was leaned upon to make his a second 
consecutive start for Rod Brind'Amour's group. Raanta 
finished Friday night's victory 14/14 after the first period and 
kept his strong stretch going into Sunday's opening frame. 

Turning away 11 chances, Philipp Grubauer of the Kraken 
was equally as steady, sending the two sides into the second 
period scoreless. 

In the middle frame both sides found their offense though, 
each striking twice. 

With three of the four coming in power play fashion, Seattle 
kicked off the scoring but then was given a response 
courtesy of Nino Niederreiter. After some patience from the 
man advantage unit brought a chorus of encouragement to 
shoot from the PNC Arena crowd, Seth Jarvis let a shot go 
from the glove-side circle, with the rebound kicking to #21 for 
his 17th of the year. 

Unfortunately the tie game would last just 1:06 though, as 
the Kraken then answered right back, capitalizing amid a 
change in personnel for Carolina. 

Before Seattle could take their advantage into the third, 
Teuvo Teravainen concluded the flurry of goals with 
Carolina's second special teams effort of the frame. 

Playing in his 500th NHL game, Teravainen's marker gave 
his club the necessary momentum going into the third, where 
they'd then take their first lead of the night. 

After going 18 games without a goal, Martin Necas finally got 
the monkey off of his back, earning the game-winning tally. 

From there Antti Raanta held down the fort, going nine-for-
nine in the third and polishing off the victory with 28 saves. 

They Said It: 

Martin Necas on ending his slump: 

"I was trying to not count the games I hadn't scored, but 
obviously I'd never had anything like this. It happens. The 

last few games I started to feel a little better, getting more 
chances, and today it finally went in. It's a good feeling and a 
great win." 

Antti Raanta sharing his thoughts on how his confidence has 
been building as he's been called upon more: 

"Since the New Jersey game, [my confidence] has been 
good. It starts with practice. It took a little while to adjust 
myself to this team and get myself going. Now when you get 
those games and you get good results, a good 60 minutes, it 
bumps up the confidence. Then that goes into practice and 
you just try and keep it there and build it up, so that way 
when the game starts you don't have to think. It's way more 
fun doing that then getting into the game and having to think 
about what's going to happen. You don't have to wait for 
something to happen, you don't have to wait to make a big 
save and say okay now I'm in it. You get in, you make 
yourself the game and you try and make the saves. The guys 
are helping me a lot and it's a lot of fun to play behind those 
guys." 

Rod Brind'Amour touching on both power play units scoring 
tonight: 

"We give them the ideas, but then they have to take charge 
as their groups. The one off the faceoff, you've got the guy 
going hard to the net quick, and that's exactly what happens. 
You've got to win the faceoff first. The second one, we might 
have had better chances to shoot it, but we got it there and it 
was good execution on other things to get to that point. At 
the end of the day, we got two points, everyone gets to leave 
the building happy and that's really the main thing." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to have off Monday and Tuesday 
before returning to practice Wednesday ahead of Thursday's 
meeting with Colorado. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tonight was the ninth time this season the Canes 
have scored multiple power play goals. 

 This evening was the third time this season Raanta 
started two consecutive games and the first time 
this season playing three games in six days. 

 Andrei Svechnikov had a team-high four hits. 

 Carolina moved to 39-12-5 with the victory. 

 Tonight was the 1400th win in franchise history. 
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Hurricanes defeat Kraken, extend home point streak to 11 games 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Martin Necas scored the tiebreaking goal 
in the third period for the Carolina Hurricanes, who extended 
their home point streak to 11 games with a 3-2 win against 
the Seattle Kraken at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Necas made it 3-2 at 10:22 after corralling a loose puck 
between the face-off circles for his first goal in 19 games. 

"I was trying to not count the games I haven't scored, but of 
course, it's a little bit in your head," Necas said. "Through my 
career, I've never really waited that long for a goal, but it 
happens. The last few games I started feeling a little better, 
and today it finally went in." 

Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen each scored a 
power-play goal, and Antti Raanta made 28 saves for the 
Hurricanes (39-12-5), who have not lost at home in 
regulation since the Columbus Blue Jackets defeated them 
6-0 on Jan. 13 (10-0-1). 

"I give the guys credit. It's not easy to play hard like we have 
every night," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Guys 
keep finding ways to do it. It's a good two points. I'm happy 
that we're able to win and getting everyone leaving the 
building feeling good." 

Calle Jarnkrok had a goal and an assist, and Philipp 
Grubauer made 30 saves for the Kraken (17-36-5), who have 
lost nine of their past 10. 

Seattle took a 1-0 lead at 3:12 of the second period with a 
power-play goal. Alex Wennberg scored on the rebound after 
Raanta made a right-pad save on Yanni Gourde. The puck 
came to Wennberg off the skate of Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin. 

"I just tried to get it as quick as possible," Wennberg said. 
"There's a little bit of luck involved in it too, but you need that 
too to score some goals." 

Niederreiter tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 7:10 on a 
tap-in at the right post. 

Jarnkrok gave the Kraken a 2-1 lead at 8:16 with a 
breakaway goal off a stretch pass from Adam Larsson. 

"It shows the confidence in the group too, because maybe 
early in the year we didn't score that goal," Grubauer said. "It 
was a great pass up to 'Jarny' and he capitalized on it." 

Teravainen tied it 2-2 at 17:22, scoring on a rebound on the 
power play. 

Seattle allowed a goal on each of the first two Carolina 
power-play opportunities of the game, after the Washington 
Capitals went 2-for-2 on the power play Saturday in a 5-2 
loss. 

"We don't like the way it's gone in four of the last five [penalty 
kills]," Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said. "We've got to push 
that the other direction. We've just got to make sure we get 
our heads clear and stay on it, stay confident and go get the 
next kill." 

Raanta won consecutive starts for the first time this season. 
He made 22 saves in a 3-2 overtime win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Friday. 

"It's funny how it goes when you get a couple games in a row 
and you get that rhythm going," he said. "Confidence is 
growing when you get good games under yourself. I was 
able to make a couple good saves here and there. It feels 
good obviously." 

NOTES: Grubauer is 0-7-1 in his past eight starts. … 
Wennberg's power-play goal was the first for the Kraken in 
seven games (0-for-13). … Teravainen scored and had five 
shots on goal in 20:52 of ice time in his 500th NHL game. 
The Hurricanes forward played 115 games with the Chicago 
Blackhawks and 385 with Carolina. … The Hurricanes are 9-
1-2 when tied after the second period. … Carolina leads the 
NHL in third-period goal differential (plus-29). 
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CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Frederik Andersen is day to day with an undisclosed injury, 
and the goalie was scratched for a 3-2 win against the 
Seattle Kraken on Sunday. 

"'Freddy' didn't feel 100 percent, nothing too serious," coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said before the game. "He was out 
practicing today (at the morning skate), probably day to day 
there with Freddy." 

Andersen's 29 wins are second in the NHL behind Andrei 
Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning (30). Andersen 
made 29 saves in a 4-0 loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Thursday after winning his previous four starts.  

Antti Raanta started against the Kraken and made 28 saves. 
Goalie Alex Lyon was recalled from Chicago of the American 
Hockey League on an emergency basis Saturday when the 
Hurricanes placed defenseman Tony DeAngelo (upper body) 
on injured reserve. 

MINNESOTA WILD 

Matt Dumba and Mats Zuccarello returned to the Wild lineup 
when they hosted the Dallas Stars on Sunday. 

Dumba missed 10 games with a lower-body injury the 
defenseman sustained against the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Feb. 12. 

Zuccarello was a late scratch with an upper-body injury in a 
5-4 loss at the Buffalo Sabres on Friday. Evason said Friday 

the injury isn't serious and the forward should be able to play 
Sunday. 

"Yeah, we think so. Hope so anyway," Evason said. 

Zuccarello is second on the Wild with 54 points (17 goals, 37 
assists) in 45 games. 

Forward Jordan Greenway missed his sxith straight game 
Sunday with an upper-body injury. -- Jessi Pierce 

ARIZONA COYOTES 

Liam O'Brien signed a two-year contract Sunday. Financial 
terms were not disclosed. 

The 27-year-old forward could have been an unrestricted 
free agent at the end of this season. 

"Liam is a hard-working player with great character who is 
always there to support his teammates," Coyotes general 
manager Bill Armstrong said. "He has provided our team with 
some added toughness and is very deserving of this 
contract." 

O'Brien has scored three points (two goals, one assist) in 37 
games this season. He leads the NHL with 106 penalty 
minutes. 

Signed as an undrafted free agent by the Washington 
Capitals on Oct 5, 2014, O'Brien has scored eight points 
(three goals, five assists) in 66 NHL games with the Capitals, 
Colorado Avalanche and Coyotes. 
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Necas breaks scoring drought as Hurricanes top Kraken 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — As Martin Necas skated back toward 
the Carolina Hurricanes bench, he mockingly brushed 
something off his back. 

This slump had ended. 

“It was just the feeling at the moment,” he said of his 
reaction.  

Necas scored with 9:38 remaining to give the Hurricanes 
their first lead of the game in a 3-2 win over the Seattle 
Kraken on Sunday night. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored,” Necas 
said. “Through my career, I never really waited that long for a 
goal.” 

Necas had gone 18 games without a goal, last scoring Jan. 
15. He found the puck as it bounced near a cluster of 
players, falling away from the crease as he fired a shot for 
his ninth goal of the season. 

“I just saw guys celebrating,” Necas said. “I actually didn’t 
see the puck go in the net.” 

By ending the longest scoring drought of an NHL career that 
has spanned parts of five seasons, he’s now tied for the 
team lead with five game-winning goals. 

“If you’re going to come out of it, that’s the kind of goal you 
want to get,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Nino Niederreiter and Tevuo Teravainen scored second-
period goals on power plays for the Hurricanes, who 
stretched their home-ice points streak to 11 games. Antti 
Raanta made 28 saves.  

The Necas goal was the biggest because of who scored it. 

“We need everybody scoring and feeling good,” Teravainen 
said.  

Alex Wennberg and Calle Jarnkrok scored for Seattle, which 
has lost on back-to-back nights to begin a five-game road 
trip. Phillipp Grubauer stopped 30 shots, but lost his eighth 
straight (0-7-1). 

The Kraken have lost nine of their last 10 (1-8-1). 

“There’s a lot of good things, but we don’t get the results we 
want,” Wennberg said. “I felt like we had momentum in the 
game and we were pushing.” 

Wennberg opened the scoring just 3:12 into the second 
period, marking the Kraken’s first power-play goal in eight 
games. Niederreiter countered for the Hurricanes about four 
minutes later. 

It took the Kraken just 66 seconds after that to go back 
ahead when Jarnkrok took advantage of a Carolina turnover 
and converted it into his second goal in the last three games. 

Teravainen tied the score with 2:38 remaining in the second 
period, just four seconds into a power play. 

Seattle has allowed a goal on four of its past five penalty-
killing situations across two games. 

“We’ve got to win the special teams battles,” Wennberg said. 
“It just came down to that.” 

Still, Seattle managed only nine shots in the third period. 

“When we got the lead, I think we played pretty smart,” 
Raanta said. 

GAMES THEY PLAY 

Terravainen, a left wing, appeared in his 500th NHL game, 
with the last 385 with Carolina. 

“Of course 500 games, it’s pretty cool,” he said. “Hopefully 
get a little more.” 

Meanwhile for the Kraken, defenseman Mark Giordano was 
fresh off a milestone, perhaps embarking on another. He was 
on the ice again a night after playing in his 1,000th game in 
Washington. 

ANDERSEN AILING 

Frederik Andersen, who’s Carolina’s top goalie, was a 
scratch with what has been described as a day-to-day 
ailment. Alex Lyon was recalled from the American Hockey 
League and served as the backup. 

Andersen has been in the nets only once in a four-game 
period, marking the first time this season he has been that 
inactive across a stretch that long. He entered March with an 
NHL-leading win total and now holds a 29-8-2 record. 

Raanta appeared in consecutive games for just the third time 
this season. 

UP NEXT 

Kraken: At Toronto on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Colorado on Thursday night.
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Seattle Kraken: Game Preview and Notes 

By Matthew Somma  

Seattle Kraken (17-34-5) vs Carolina Hurricanes (38-12-5) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 56 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 — 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

What’s Kraken? 

Now that I’ve gotten that joke out of my system, welcome to 
the preview. The Hurricanes are one of the NHL’s best 
teams and the Kraken are one of the NHL’s worst, so 
naturally, everyone is probably a little nervous about this 
one. The Kraken were victorious in the first meeting, winning 
2-1, so the Hurricanes will be looking to even out the season 
series and pick up their second win in a four game home 
stand.  

Obviously, this is the return of Morgan Geekie, Haydn Fleury 
and Ron Francis to Raleigh. The story I’m more interested in 
is the goaltending matchup. Frederik Andersen has been one 
of the best goalies in the NHL this season, while Philipp 
Grubauer has been one of the league’s worst. Of course, 
some of Grubauer’s struggles are due to the lackluster 
defense in front of him, but the Hurricanes will need to exploit 
both weaknesses early on. The Kraken are led in scoring by 
Jared McCann, who has 33 points in 48 games this season. 
Sebastian Aho has 33 assists and 57 points to lead the 
Hurricanes in scoring. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Kraken 

Record 38-12-5 17-35-5 

Goals/Game 3.40 2.54 

Goals Against/Game 2.40 3.56 

Shots/Game 33.40 28.39 

Face Off Win % 53.5% 47.8% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.1% (6th) 14.8% (29th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.3% (1st) 75.9% (26th) 

Category Hurricanes Kraken 

ES Corsi For % 54.65% 50.37% 

ES PDO 101.31 97.31 

PIM/Game 09:21 08:39 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Philipp Grubauer 

Record 29-8-2 12-23-5 

Save % .928 .888 

GAA 2.08 3.17 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Chris Driedger 

Record 8-3-2 5-8-0 

Save % .909 .891 

GAA 2.50 3.28 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes have points in each of their last ten 
home games. 

 Sunday’s game against the Kraken will be Derek 
Stepan’s 800th NHL game if he draws into the 
lineup. He is also one point shy of 500 NHL points.  

 Sunday’s game will be Teuvo Teravainen’s 500th 
NHL game. 

 The Hurricanes’ next win will be the 1400th in 
franchise history. 
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Canes spear Kraken, push home point streak to 11 games 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes took care of business Sunday night 
in PNC Arena, beating the Seattle Kraken 3-2 in the 
expansion franchise’s first-ever visit to Raleigh.  

The Kraken held a 1-0 and 2-1 lead in the game, but a late 
second-period goal from Teuvo Teravainen and game-
winner in the third period from the recently snake-bitten 
Martin Necas helped pave the way to a win for the home 
team.  

Nino Niederreiter scored the other goal for the Hurricanes, 
while Alex Wennberg and Calle Jarnkrok netted for Seattle. 
Antti Raanta was very good in the Canes’ net, stopping 28 of 
30 shots, while Philipp Grubauer took the loss on the other 
end of the ice.  

Not a ton happened in the first period as the Kraken held the 
edge in shots while the Canes dominated the scoring 
chances. Both goalies made some nice saves, and neither 
team really produced too much of danger.  

That changed in the second period, though, as goals started 
finding the back of the net. The first came on the power play 
for Seattle, as the league’s 29th-best PP put one past the 
league’s best PK. Seattle created a rebound opportunity, and 
Wennberg fluttered one in past Raanta.  

Carolina answered on the power play itself, though, as a 
patient man advantage paid off in the final seconds. Seth 
Jarvis unleashed a heavy shot that got a big rebound of 
Grubauer, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi was there to push a little 
touch pass to Niederreiter for the goal. 

The tie didn’t last though, as Seattle scored on the break and 
an ugly defensive sequence for the Canes just 1:06 later, as 
Jarnkrok got in behind the defense and lifted one past 
Raanta.  

The Canes were able to tie it up late in the second though, 
again on the power play. Sebastian Aho won an offensive-
zone draw, and Teravainen was there to blast home a goal in 
his 500th NHL game. 

Right after killing off a penalty midway through the third 
period, the Hurricanes took the lead as Necas got the 
monkey off his back and scored a goal. The goal, which 
Necas blasted in off another heavy rebound, was the Czech 
winger’s first in 19 games.  

The Canes held on for the win after that, surviving a late 
empty net surge from Seattle to put the Kraken to rest and 
extend their home point streak to 11 games.  

Carolina will now get a few days of rest, as the Canes won’t 
be back in action again until Thursday night against 
Colorado. 
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By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up the week with a 
Sunday night win over the Seattle Kraken, beating the NHL’s 
newest team 3-2 in its first trip to Raleigh.  

The Canes got goals from Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Martin Necas, who busted out of an 18-
game goalless streak to provide the game winner in the third 
period.  

Antti Raanta was exceptional in net once again, picking up 
the win in a rare second straight start.  

Following the victory, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Necas, 
Raanta and Teravainen spoke with members of the media. 

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Necas breaking out of his drought: He’s had some good 
chances over the last little while, and that’s just how it goes 
sometimes. Obviously if you’re going to come out of it, that’s 
the type of goal you want to get. 

On Raanta putting together a few games in a row: It’s huge. 
He made a couple big, big saves there. There was one in the 
second that stands out where [Vincent Trocheck] dropped 
his stick and all of a sudden boom, bang, bang. There was 
another one in the third there. Those are big moments. 
You’ve got to have those saves to keep us in the game and 
not have us chasing it, not have us down too much and 
change what we’re trying to do. He was big.  

On the overall flow of the game: The start was terrible. There 
was like 10 icings. I was like ‘oh, this is not what we want at 
the start getting a rhythm going.’ We were trying to do the 
right things and we have the puck and all of a sudden it’s a 
breakaway. The other one we made a mistake on a change. 
It happens. It’s weird. We’re coming off and the puck 
happens to be there. There’s not much you can do about 
those things. And those are the two that end up in our net. 
Kind of a weird game that way. But I give our guys credit. It’s 
not easy to play hard like we have every night, and guys 
keep finding ways to do it. You’ve got to give them credit. 

On the difference between the two power play goals: It’s 
interesting. They run the power plays. We give them the 
ideas, but then they’ve got to take charge of their groups. 
The one off the faceoff they said ‘we’re going hard to the net 
quick.’ That’s exactly what happened. We’ve got to win the 
faceoff first. And the other one we probably had better 
opportunities to shoot it sooner, but at the end of the day we 
got it there. It was good execution on other things to get to 
that point. It was a good two points. I’m happy we were able 
to win and get everyone leaving the building feeling good. 
That was really the main thing. 

On Necas needing some “dirty goals”: He needs to get a few 
of those like where he got that one. All the goal scorers get 
those, too. They get the nice ones that you see, but they also 
get other kinds. It’s nice. That was a big kill right before that. 
And then the next shift is the one we score. Good for him. He 
needed that one. 

Martin Necas 

On if he’s relieved to have the goal drought done: Yeah, 
always. I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored. 
But it gets a little bit in your head. I don’t think in my career 
I’ve ever waited that long for a goal, but it happens. The last 
few games I started feeling a little better and getting more 
chances. Today it finally went in. It’s a good feeling. Great 
win. Let’s just bring more.  

On his celebration: I don’t know. I was just feeling in the 
moment.  

On what the guys are telling him: It’s not even about the 
guys. It’s about how you feel. I always have high 
expectations. I want to be a guy who helps the team with 
scoring. When it’s not going your way, sometimes you start 
overthinking about it. But at the end of the day we’re still 
winning most of our games, and that’s the most important 
thing. When you’re not scoring and you’re winning, it doesn’t 
matter that much. 

On what advice he’s gotten from other guys: They’re talking 
about going more to the net, getting some dirty goals. In 
those previous seasons, most of them were kind of nice 
goals. Not many goals in front of the net and stuff, like today. 
You’re always going to score a nice goal every once in a 
while, but I’ve got to get more in front of the net and score 
those dirty ones more often. That was a key for me to have 
success.  

On changing lines: All season we’ve been changing lines a 
lot. I don’t know if that helped me, but the last couple games 
I’ve felt like our line was a little better. Actually today I scored 
when there were different guys on the ice, so it doesn’t really 
matter. I got a little bounce on my stick, and it went in.  

On if he feels like he’ll get rolling now: Sure. When you score 
a goal after a long time then you feel better. But it’s not just 
about scoring goals. [Jordan Staal] wasn’t scoring, but even 
without scoring he was a huge part of our team because of 
the way he plays. He’s a leader. If it’s not going your way, 
you just want to be as good as you can for your team in other 
ways. 

On feeling like it was going to come at some point: I’m still 
kind of young, but you learn through your career. You’re just 
trying to take things from guys who are more experienced 
like [Staal]. That’s the kind of thing I want to do when I’m not 
scoring, just helping our team as much as I can. 

On seeing it go in: I actually didn’t see it. I just kind of went 
through his legs and saw guys celebrating. I actually didn’t 
see the puck at all. 

Antti Raanta 

On this game being a tough one: We kind of knew that it was 
going to be one of those games. Seattle pretty much shut the 
door when we got the puck deep. They were defending 
good. They took the middle and in front of the net out. We 
knew that we had to find ways to get the puck to the net and 
get those rebounds and the chaos going. It worked in the 
third period. I think overall, it was a tough week. Four tough 
games. I think the third period was probably our best today 
again. We kind of locked it down and played pretty smart. At 
6-on-5, guys were doing an amazing job there. If I had the 
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chance to make a save then the guys took the rebounds 
away. It’s a team effort. Good two points. Now we get to rest 
a couple of days and get back at it again.  

On getting a few games in a row: Yeah, it’s funny how it goes 
when you get a couple games in a row and you get that 
rhythm going. The confidence is growing when you get good 
games under yourself. It was kind of easy to go into the 
game, and there were a couple good shots early on to feel 
the puck. After that it was just trying to play the game how it 
went. I was able to make a couple good saves here and 
there. When they scored the second one, I just tried to keep 
that there. If you’re going to keep a team at two goals than 
you have a better chance to win than giving up a third or a 
fourth. It was just trying to keep it simple and make the save 
when you can. Just try to fight and battle through all the 
screens and everything else. It feels good, obviously. 

On Necas scoring: Yeah. That’s a huge goal for him. He’s 
been getting good chances, but getting the game-winning 
goal is great to see. I can’t wait to see what happens 
Thursday when we get Colorado here. I think he will get that 
little good swagger on him and he will start scoring more 
goals. That’s what we need. We need him. Obviously it’s 
great for him that he got that goal today. 

On having a bigger role in the last few weeks: I think the last 
month pretty much since the New Jersey game it’s been 
feeling good, starting from practice. It took a little while to 
adjust myself to this team and get myself going, but now 
when you get those games and the good results and good 
60 minutes, obviously it bumps up the confidence. You go to 
practice and just try to keep it there and build it up. When the 
game starts, you don’t have to think. You just go there and 
play the game. It’s way more fun doing that than going there 
and thinking about what’s going to happen. You just go there 
and play the game. You don’t wait for something to happen. 
You don’t wait to make one huge save and then go ‘ok, now 
I’m in.’ It’s just you go there and make yourself the game and 
try to make the saves. The guys are helping me a lot, so 
that’s huge. It’s nice to play behind those guys. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On if scoring in his 500th game keeps him feeling young for 
at least another day: I don’t know. It’s always nice to score. It 
was a big goal, got us going a bit. 500 goals, it’s pretty cool. 
Hopefully get a little more.  

On staying patient against Seattle: Yeah, we kind of knew 
what kind of game it was going to be. They play good. They 
play hard. They play defense well. We knew there was not 
going to be too many good chances. We kept going and 
putting pucks in the right places. Good win. 

On Necas breaking out of his slump: It’s good. We need 
everybody scoring and feeling good and playing good. It’s 
always good to just roll four lines. We need everybody. 

On Raanta: He’s been really good lately. It’s all about 
confidence. He’s feeling really good right now. He’s a great 
goalie, great guy in the locker room. I feel like he’s really 
liking being here and playing with us. He’s been playing 
better and more right now. I think he’s just getting more 
comfortable.  

On scoring right away on the PP: It’s not always that you 
score right away, but it’s just the mentality of trying to shoot 
the puck right away. Sometimes you get the bounce there. 
[Sebastian Aho] made a really good play to me, and it’s a 
goal.  

On going through goal droughts: It can be hard. You’re not 
scoring for a long time and it sometimes gets into your head, 
especially if you usually score a lot of goals. You’ve just got 
to get going and stay positive and put the pucks on the net. 
They will come at some point. The sooner you realize that 
everything goes in again and starts bouncing your way 
again. You’ve just got to keep going. 

On if they’ve been talking to Necas: Yeah, for sure. 
Everybody is helping, and we care about each other. It was 
the same thing when Jordan was in the long streak. We were 
all hoping that he would score that goal and cheered for him. 
Same with Martin. It’s good to get those guys goals, too. 
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Necas breaks scoring drought, Canes slip past Seattle  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

Center Martin Necas broke his scoring slump at an 
opportune time as his third-period goal lifted the Carolina 
Hurricanes to a 3-2 win over the Seattle Kraken on Sunday, 
March 6. 

The Canes (39-12-5) struggled to find their rhythm early, 
staying neck-and-neck with a Kraken (17-36-5) team that’s 
sitting at the bottom of the Pacific division in its inaugural 
season. A scoreless first period preceded a 2-2 deadlock in 
the second intermission, but Necas and the Hurricanes found 
a way to win. 

“The start was terrible,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“There were like 10 icings. I was like ‘oh, this is not what we 
want at the start getting a rhythm going.’ We were trying to 
do the right things and we have the puck and all of a sudden 
it’s a breakaway. … But I give our guys credit. It’s not easy to 
play hard like we have every night, and guys keep finding 
ways to do it.” 

Necas’ goal was only his second of 2022 and his first since a 
4-1 victory over the Vancouver Canucks on Jan. 15. A game-
winning goal is a great way to break a slump, but for 
arguably the Canes’ most dangerous offensive threat, getting 
back on the scoresheet was a big relief. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored,” Necas 
said. “But it gets a little bit in your head. I don’t think in my 
career I’ve ever waited that long for a goal, but it happens. 
The last few games I started feeling a little better and getting 
more chances. Today it finally went in.” 

Left wing Teuvo Teräväinen also had a momentous 
afternoon, playing and scoring in his 500th NHL game. 
Teräväinen converted on a quick power play, scoring just 
four seconds into center Alex Wennberg’s penalty to tie the 
game up at 2-2 late in the second period. 

That wasn’t the only occasion of the evening as several 
former Hurricanes returned to Raleigh for the first time 
outside the organization. Defenseman Haydn Fleury and 
center Morgan Geekie, both former Hurricanes, came to 
PNC Arena in Kraken sweaters. Additionally, former Canes 
broadcaster and current Kraken broadcaster John Forslund 
received a huge ovation for the Carolina faithful. 

Although the Canes came away with the win, goaltender 
Antti Raanta made several key saves to secure the two 
points for Carolina. Raanta racked up 28 saves on the night, 
but the big takeaways from his performance was within the 
broader context of his recent run of form. With goaltender 
Frederik Andersen nursing an undisclosed day-to-day injury, 
Raanta has stepped up and anchored the Canes net well. 

“It’s funny how it goes when you get a couple games in a row 
and you get that rhythm going,” Raanta said. “The 
confidence is growing when you get good games under 
yourself. It was kind of easy to go into the game, and there 
were a couple good shots early on to feel the puck.” 

The Canes will get a few days of rest before continuing their 
homestand with a showdown against the Colorado 
Avalanche on Thursday, March 10. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 
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Hurricanes defeat Kraken for first time behind two power play goals, 
Necas game-winner 

 

Chip Alexander 

7-9 minutes 

 

Martin Necas said he didn’t see the puck go into the net. He was, after 
all, falling as he took the shot and there were bodies in front of the net. 

Nor had he seen the puck go in the net very often of late. The Carolina 
Hurricanes winger had gone 18 games without a goal, a drought that had 
left him frustrated and pressing at times. 

But Necas had the winning goal Sunday against the Seattle Kraken in a 
3-2 victory at PNC Arena. Grabbing the puck in front of the Kraken net, 
he whipped a shot past goalie Philipp Grubauer, who had beaten the 
Canes once this season and was after a second win. 

Necas then had a new twist to his goal celebration. As he skated in front 
of the benches, he reached back with his right hand as if swatting an 
invisible “monkey” off his back, then thrust his arm high in what he called 
a “feeling-at-the-moment” kind of celly. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored but of course it’s a 
little bit in your head,” Necas said. “Through my career I never really 
waited that long for a goal. But it happens. 

“The last few games I started feeling a little better and getting more 
chances, and today it finally went in. It’s a good feeling and a great win.” 

Necas was named the game’s first star and had Canes fans loudly 
chanting, “Mar-ty, Mar-ty!” Goaltender Antti Raanta, who had 28 saves in 
his second consecutive start, was the second star and easily could have 
been the first. 

The Canes’ first two goals came on second-period power plays as Nino 
Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen, playing his 500th career game, got 
the goals. The Teravainen score came four seconds into the power play 
as Sebastian Aho controlled the faceoff to Vincent Trocheck and 
Trocheck pushed the puck to Teravainen. 

The Canes (39-12-5) again had to come from behind, just as they did 
Friday against the Pittsburgh Penguins. The Kraken (17-36-5), the NHL’s 
newest team, got a power-play goal from Alex Wennberg in the second 
period — in nine seconds — and then took a 2-1 lead on Calle Jarnkrok’s 
goal 66 seconds after the Niederreiter score. 

Playing the day after a 5-2 loss in Washington to the Capitals, the Kraken 
were playing with energy and confidence, just as the expansion team did 
in November when they beat the Canes 2-1 in Seattle behind Grubauer. 

But Teravainen’s goal, his 16th, tied the score and the Canes were the 
better team in the third. 

Necas’ go-ahead score, his ninth of the season and his fifth game-
winner, came soon after the Canes had killed off an Aho hooking penalty. 
Necas won a board battle to get the puck to defenseman Brett Pesce, 
who pushed it across the ice to Brady Skjei for a shot from the left point. 

Necas, to Grubauer’s left, collected the loose puck and got off a shot as 
he was falling, the puck going under Grubauer’s left pad and into the net. 

“I actually didn’t see it,” Necas said. “I just saw guys celebrating.” 

Necas said Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had talked to him about going 
more to the front of the net and getting a “dirty” goal to end the drought. 
That’s what he did. 

“All through the season most of my goals were like kind of nice goals,” 
Necas said. “Not many goals came from in front of the net and stuff, like 
today. I need to score those dirty ones more often.” 

The Kraken pulled Grubauer with less than three minutes left in 
regulation for an extra attacker but the Canes were able to lock down the 
victory. 

Brind’Amour said after Sunday’s morning skate that goalie Frederik 
Andersen was “not 100 percent” but that his injury was “nothing too 
serious.” Goalie Alex Lyon, recalled Saturday from Chicago of the AHL, 
was the backup Sunday. 

The Canes took time in the first period to recognize two former players — 
forward Morgan Geekie, who was in the lineup, and defenseman Haydn 
Fleury, who was not. The biggest hand was for John Forslund, the 
Canes’ longtime play-by-play announcer and now the voice of the Kraken 
in their first season. 

“It was a good two points,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m happy we were able to 
win and get everybody leaving the building feeling good.” 
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Gabe Landeskog is first Avalanche left wing to reach 30 goals in multiple 
seasons 

 

Mike Chambers3-4 minutes 06/03/2022 

 

NEW YORK — Avalanche captain Gabe Landeskog used the term “it 
didn’t go our way” after Saturday’s 4-3 overtime loss to the visiting 
Calgary Flames. But individually, it continues to go Landeskog’s way in 
the hottest offensive stretch of his 11-year NHL career. 
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Landeskog scored his team-leading 30th goal of the season just 42 
seconds into the game, making him the first Avalanche left wing to reach 
30 goals in multiple seasons. He had a career-high 34 goals in 73 games 
of 2017-18, and is on pace to reach 46 this season. 

Landeskog, who ranks eighth in NHL goal-scoring, has tallied 15 times in 
his last 16 games. 

Team-wise, the Avs aren’t as hot. They are 0-1-1 in their last two games 
— the worst stretch since they lost in overtime and in regulation to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Nov. 3 and 6. But Landeskog says there is no 
reason to panic heading into a three-game eastern road trip that begins 
Monday at the New York Islanders. 

League-leading Colorado (40-11-5) played a strong game against the 
Pacific Division-leading Flames (33-14-7), who would be the Western 
Conference’s No. 2 seed if the season ended Sunday. The Avs 
generated 27 shots in the second and third periods and rallied from a 3-2 
deficit to at least produce a point. 

“I thought we just took over and played really well,” Landeskog said 
postgame. “Second half of the second period, and even throughout really 
the majority of the third period, I thought we kept them to three-quarter 
ice and kept turning on them quick, getting in on the forecheck and 
creating plenty of good looks. I thought we battled hard and played well.” 

The Avs did not practice and only traveled to New York on Sunday to 
prepare for their first-ever game at the Islanders’ new UBS Arena in 
Elmont, N.Y. Colorado will have a morning skate ahead of its second 
game in seven days against the Isles. The Avs beat New York 5-3 on 
Tuesday at Ball Arena. 

Footnotes. Norris Trophy frontrunner Cale Makar on Saturday extended 
his assist streak to a club-record 11 games, the fifth-longest by a 
defenseman in NHL annals and longest since Phil Housley’s 14-game 
stretch in 1992-93. Second-line center Nazem Kadri had two assists 
against Calgary for his 22nd multi-point game of the season, trailing only 
Connor McDavid (28) and Auston Matthews (24) for the most in the NHL. 
Kadri stretched his team-scoring lead to 70 points, tied with Mathews for 
fifth in the league. … The Avs’ only glaring weakness continues to be in 
the faceoff circle, where they lost 43 of 69 draws (38% success rate) 
against the Flames. Colorado stands second-to-last in the league on the 
season at 46.4%, trailing only the Buffalo Sabres (46.1%). 
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Frei: Leave Kuemper in (+) - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 14 hours ago on March 6, 2022 By Terry Frei4-6 minutes 
06/03/2022 

 

After skating stridently through attempted stick taps to his pads from 
teammates as he headed to the Avalanche bench, goalie Darcy Kuemper 
swung and smashed his stick against the boards. 

Then he stormed though the bench and back to the locker room Saturday 
night at Ball Area. 

In what turned out to be the Avalanche’s 4-3 overtime loss to the Flames, 
Kuemper — who eventually returned to the bench — was not a happy 
camper. 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar pulled Kuemper after he allowed three 
Calgary goals on 15 shots — the third from the Flames’ Erik Gudbranson 
at 1:27 of the second period. 

The fact that Bednar later didn’t attempt to couch it completely and 
reflexively as the “just-needed-to-shake-things-up” gambit, all but spelled 
it out. 

Bednar thought his No. 1 goalie, the man the Avalanche so obviously 
and carefully have tried to build up as being capable of being stingy and 
larcenous through a Stanley Cup run, had brought his “C” game. 

That wasn’t good enough for the possible preview of a Western 
Conference Finals matchup. 

“First of all, those goals, we made mistakes on,” Bednar said. “I thought a 
couple of those were gifts. . . But I didn’t feel like Darcy was real sharp. 
At that point, we needed a little bit of something. I thought I’d maybe go 
with Frankie [Pavel Francouz] and Frankie was real good coming in. 

“Those certainly weren’t on [Kuemper], but I just felt we’ve seen his 
sharper. These are big games, a real good team we’re playing, and we 
needed everyone to be at their best tonight. So, yeah, I just made the 
decision.” 

Hey, it happens. 

What was so jarring was that Kuemper’s reaction was like watching mild-
mannered Mister Rogers — the children’s television show host — going 
off. 

Kuemper usually is unflappable and unperturbable, even in the roller 
coaster ride that is the goaltending craft. 

Not this time. 

I asked Bednar about Kuemper’s uncharacteristic reaction. 

“I wouldn’t be happy, either, if the coach was pulling me out of the net,” 
Bednar said. “When you feel like you’re getting your game together, I 
don’t expect him to be happy about it. I have no problem with him 
showing it. That’s a call, you have to make tough calls. As a coach, that 
was a tough one, and we’re moving on.” 

I’m fully aware this might be coming off as “Much Ado About Nothing” 
overreaction. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

I’m even on record that I believe it’s a realistic possibility that Francouz 
will be the Avalanche’s No. 1 playoff goalie. 

But the Avs seemingly are hoping for Kuemper to be THE guy. 

They want the entire lineup to buy in, as the Avs did with Patrick Roy and 
even Jose Theodore and Craig Anderson. 

In line with all of that, I was a bit surprised that Bednar didn’t stick with 
Kuemper longer. 

If your faith in the goalie is that fleeting, what’s that say to his 
teammates? 

It wasn’t about one game or a third goal. 

It was about the big picture. 

The other issue that came out of the post-game was the implications of a 
seemingly offhand Bednar comment about why veteran fourth-line center 
Darren Helm was a healthy scratch. 

Bednar again indicated he’s experimenting in advance of the March 21 
trade deadline, and it’s apparent that involves communicating with Joe 
Sakic about possible augmenting moves. Bednar is tinkering with that as 
the context. 

“There are things I want to see and Joe wants to see from guys in our 
lineup, and see how they answer to a team like Calgary,” Bednar said. 

The Avs and Flames met again at Ball Arena next Sunday. 

This is becoming clear: That could be a hell of a series. 
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At least the Flyers have avoided another lengthy losing streak 

 

Giana Han 

4-5 minutes 

 

With their 4-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday, the Flyers 
broke out of the mold they’ve been stuck in nearly all season. 

The Flyers’ most recent wins may not have come on back-to-back 
games, but Saturday’s win accomplished something the 2021-22 Flyers 
have not been able to do often this season: It stopped another losing 
streak. 

Before Saturday, once the Flyers lost two in a row, another losing streak 
was a valid concern. When the Flyers have lost this season, they haven’t 
lost just one or two games. They’ve suffered through losing streaks three 
times, including slumps of 13, 10, and six games. Through those losses, 
they’ve seemed snakebit, with injuries piling up and bounces going 
against them. 

The last time the Flyers lost just one game was in December when their 
3-2 defeat to Montreal divided wins over the New Jersey Devils and the 
Ottawa Senators. Before that, the Flyers had not been able to stop the 
losing at one game since Nov. 13 when they lost, 5-2, to the Dallas Stars 
between wins over the Carolina Hurricanes and the Calgary Flames. 

The latest Flyers victory strayed from the prevailing story line of the 
season. Just as the season’s results have spiraled, things within games 
tend to spiral out of control as well. 

But the Flyers scored first against Chicago, which has not happened 
often. The Blackhawks scored two unanswered goals, which usually 
makes the Flyers fold, but they came back instead. And then the Flyers 
finished strong instead of giving it up in the final minutes. 

“I think the way things have gone this year, it seems like everything kind 
of ends up at the back of our net when we’re up a goal and there’s only 
five minutes left,” Kevin Hayes said. “But yeah, it would have been pretty 
easy to kind of just come off the third and feel bad and ‘Ah, we’re going 
to lose another game,’ but I thought guys responded really well.” 

The response came after interim coach Mike Yeo broke from his own 
pattern. While he reacted to other losses by saying he was seeing the 
process develop despite the lack of results, after the 5-4 loss to the 
Minnesota Wild, he called out his team. He said that it was on the players 
to initiate change and that they needed to choose how they responded. 

His message, so different than the one he had sent for weeks, was 
received. 

“Team got called out pretty loudly by our coach,” Hayes said. “And I 
thought the boys responded the right way.” 

In addition to Yeo’s challenge, the elevated play was also the result of a 
change in the Flyers’ fortunes on the injury front. In the last six games, 
the Flyers have seen five players — Hayes, Derick Brassard, Joel 
Farabee, Patrick Brown, and Rasmus Ristolainen — return from injury. 
Hayes and Brassard have both tried and failed to come back numerous 
times this season, but things looked positive after the Blackhawks game. 

In true fashion for this season, the Flyers did lose another player the 
same game Hayes came back. Kevin Connauton left the game after 
getting slammed into the boards. However, the Flyers are now seeing 
more players returning than leaving. 

After losing by two goals or fewer in five of the last seven defeats, the 
Flyers needed a push to help them finish games. With the challenge from 
their coach and the return of important players, they were able to 
respond after a disappointing loss in a way they haven’t since the start of 
the season. 
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McCaffery: Survival measures have forced Catholic League to sacrifice 
its sports soul 

 

Jack McCaffery5-7 minutes 07/03/2022 

 

Both philosophically and geographically, the Catholic League long ago 
lost its way. 

Once a neat athletic conference of area-based high school teams with 
relatively equal access to talent and facilities, its members were forced 
by financial and demographic realities to either adapt or perish. 
Complicated story short, it became its own survivor series, the schools 
racing to find ways to remain relevant enough to avoid disappearing. 
Among the the most effective escape route would be higher visibility 
through athletics. 

Trouble was, the messaging was so scrambled that it would invite 
skepticism. It wasn’t so much that talented athletes would cross 
traditional boundaries to play for a particular coach or program, but that 
there was rarely a reasonable explanation for the trend. 

In basketball and football in particular, players would bob onto Catholic 
League rosters not only from inconvenient destinations but occasionally 
from across state lines. Questions about it all were basically deemed 
tasteless. Coaches, as if on script, would insist that players just sought 
their programs out, were not awarded scholarships, and arrived on 
campus for educational and athletic opportunities. Meanwhile, players 
choosing not to reject Catholic League lures would tell stories about 
being recruited by them, sometimes even after they had begun their high 
school careers elsewhere. 

The system rotting, it became common for a player to land on a roster 
from, say, Jersey, and never be made to explain how the daily commute 
was possible or helpful to the educational process. Eventually, it all 
became accepted. 

In December, a legendary Garnet Valley football team had its season 
punctured by St. Joseph’s Prep, a virtual All-Star team with players from 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. While no rules were broken, the murmur 
from Concord was that the Jags would just have to be satisfied to be the 
Philadelphia region’s best non-recruited team. 

The Catholic League never has been alone in athletic recruiting. Since 
the 1970s (earlier?) plenty of public-school programs have been known 
to engage in questionable enrollment practices to better produce state 
championship teams. Non-Catholic-League private schools have always 
drawn talent from afar, yet since they generally competed for 
championships solely among themselves and not in the PIAA, it has 
always been accepted as, well, their private business. 

Last week, Bonner-Prendie had to forfeit a District 12 playoff basketball 
game against Mastery North for using a transfer ineligible for PIAA 
postseason competition. An appeal ensued, but the public damage was 
done. Then it became known that the Cardinal O’Hara girls team was 
facing the same ordeal, and had to forfeit games won during a Catholic 
League championship girls basketball season. 

Even if the players were just victims of misinterpretation of fine print, it 
just said more about a league that long ago found itself lost. 
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You get Frisbee golf? 

When Ben Simmons refused to play for the Sixers this season, 
Philadelphia fans were convinced he wanted to avoid their wrath for a 
declined postseason dunk. 

They shouldn’t flatter themselves. 

Simmons has never really wanted to play for anyone. Didn’t he 
consistently gripe, on the record, that he was forced to play a season of 
college ball at LSU under NBA regulations? 

Wasn’t he on a decent team that declined an NIT bid? 

Hasn’t he found reasons not to represent Australia internationally, even 
in the Olympics? 

Didn’t he once sit out an entire NBA season with a broken bone? 

Yes, he boycotted the Sixers this season. But once he was traded to the 
Nets, he complained of a weak back and hasn’t played for them, either. 

Ben Simmons enjoys no-defense All-Star events and pick-up games in 
empty gyms. That’s about it. So when he implies he is not ready 
emotionally or physically to play basketball, history proves the man 
deserves to be believed. 

I can think of few things more unnecessary than breakfast in bed. 

The Sixers’ juvenile non-basketball game-night presentation is four hours 
of cacophony and slapstick. The organization, though, deserves a salute 
for using the scoreboard to show quick replays of fouls the fans find 
objectionable, even when the video evidence does not favor the home 
team. 

When the call is obviously wrong, the crowd understandably howls in 
protest. But when it is right, there typically is a (slight) calming effect. 

It is a big-league approach that other sports should follow. 

• The Wells Fargo Center has typically been so vacant for Flyers games 
this season that it was almost time to drag those cardboard fan cutouts 
out of retirement. 

But for whatever reason – an afternoon puck-drop perhaps? – the Flyers 
played Saturday to something resembling a capacity crowd. 
Coincidentally or not, the result was inspired hockey, with intense 
forechecking, some healthy on-ice bad-will with the Blackhawks, and a 4-
3 victory. 

It’s rough to tell whether good hockey inspires full buildings, or if it is the 
other way around. But for a rare moment Saturday, one thing was clear: 
Contrary to the fantasies of the ever-defeatist, the hockey fan of 
Philadelphia is not in danger of extinction. 

I don’t get thunder sticks. 
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Minor league report: Penguins' losing streak reaches three 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 07/03/2022 

 

Forward Michael Chaput had a goal and an assist for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 5-4 road overtime loss to the Providence 
Bruins at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center in Providence, R.I. on Sunday. 

Defenseman Mitch Reinke recorded two assists for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (23-23-3-4) which has lost three consecutive games 
while forwards Jonathan Gruden, Sam Poulin and Valtteri Puustinen 

each contributed a goal. Goaltender Alex D’Orio made 20 saves on 25 
shots in the defeat. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a home contest against the Cleveland 
Monsters on Wednesday, 7:05 p.m. 
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Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen gaining points as well as confidence 

 

Seth Rorabaugh4-6 minutes 06/03/2022 

 

Kasperi Kapanen looks different. 

The flamboyant locks of flowing blonde hair are gone, having been 
cropped down to a more modest collection of curls. 

Tonsorial concerns noted, there’s something more profound about the 
Penguins winger that has changed with regard to his appearance. 

Confidence. 

Throughout the bulk of an underwhelming 2021-22 season for the 
talented Kapanen, he routinely has been his harshest critic, often 
lamenting how “terrible” — to use his own verbiage — he has played and 
even going so far as to admit he has “quit” — again, his words — at 
times this season. 

On Sunday, after a spirited practice, Kapanen was arguably the most 
ebullient he has been this season when discussing his play, at least with 
media. 

“It’s going OK,” Kapanen said. “The team is doing well. That’s the most 
important thing, obviously. I want to contribute and score goals and be a 
factor out there. I feel like my game has been trending in a better 
direction, which is always a positive. I want to produce and score goals 
and do anything I can to help the team win. 

“Listen, if I don’t score another goal this season and the team keeps 
winning and we make the playoffs and we have a good run, that’s what 
I’m here for. I like the way our team is playing right now.” 

Primarily deployed on the second line with Evgeni Malkin at center and 
Danton Heinen on the left wing, Kapanen has contributed to the team’s 
success as of late. 

During a 3-2 road win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Feb. 27, 
Kapanen was stuffed on a breakaway, but during the following scramble, 
he recorded a secondary assist on a goal by defenseman Chad 
Ruwhedel. 

Then, on Thursday, in a 5-1 road victory against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Kapanen recorded a primary assist on the contest’s opening 
goal. After Kapanen put a wrister on net from the right wing, Heinen 
crashed the crease and cleaned up a rebound. 

That success was countervailed a bit during a 3-2 overtime road loss to 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday. During the third period, Kapanen 
failed to get a puck out of the defensive zone, and that miscue led to a 
tying goal by ex-Penguins forward Jordan Staal. 

On Sunday, Kapanen offered something of an even-keeled audit for how 
his line has performed as of late. 

“We’ve been playing well,” Kapanen said. “That Columbus game, I 
thought it was a good start for us. In Tampa, I thought we played a 
phenomenal game. In Carolina, we had looks. A couple of mistakes but 
I’ve thought our game has been good. 
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“Playing against a team like (the Lightning), I felt that we dominated 
through the whole game. That was fun to see. Carolina, too. We were 
playing well, just a couple of mistakes. I made a couple as well. Just 
something that we’ve got to clean up. A big three points out of four 
against two good teams, we’ll take that.” 

The Penguins will take whatever offense Kapanen can offer after a brutal 
stretch for him. From Jan. 25 through Feb. 26, he went 13 games without 
a point. 

“His game is starting to gain some traction,” coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“He’s using his speed. … If he keeps utilizing his speed the way he’s 
capable — he’s got to shoot the puck and go to the net — when he does 
that, I think he’s going to help us. He’s going to score some goals. He’s 
had some pretty good looks. If he continues to get those, I think the puck 
will go in the net for him.” 

The puck hasn’t gone in the net for Kapanen since Jan. 23, equating to a 
career-worst 16-game streak without a goal. 

Buoyed by a slightly better stretch of play as of late, Kapanen professes 
optimism that he will bring that slump to an end. 

“I feel like I’m getting chances,” Kapanen said. “I’m going to say this until 
I’m done playing hockey: If you’re not getting chances, that’s a problem. 
But I’m getting chances. They’re just not going in. It’s something I’ve got 
to work on. 

“After practice, probably got to stay on the ice more and practice on 
some things. Just get some (repetitions). That’s hockey. It (stinks) 
sometimes and nothing goes in. Then, when you’re hot, you feel like 
anything you put at the net is going in. 

“Right now, I’ve been through a slump that I haven’t been through. I’ve 
just got to push through.” 
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Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson, forward Jason Zucker resume 
skating 

 

Seth Rorabaugh4-5 minutes 06/03/2022 

 

Injured Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson and Jason Zucker have 
resumed skating at the team’s facility in Cranberry. 

Both players worked on the ice before the team’s practice Sunday 
morning, though it is believed the pair also were on the ice during a 
scheduled off day Saturday. 

A return to the ice is a considerable step in their recoveries from various 
injuries, particularly for Zucker, who has missed 26 of the past 27 games 
because of a core muscle injury that required surgery Jan. 25. He is on 
long-term injured reserve, a measure that grants partial relief of his salary 
cap hit. 

Matheson has missed the past four games with an undisclosed ailment. 
He is on regular injured reserve. 

“They started skating,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “Obviously, 
the fact that they’re on the ice is a next step for them. That’s encouraging 
for them from that standpoint. From a status standpoint, that doesn’t 
change anything. The fact that they take that next step — they’re on the 
ice with (skating and skills development coach Ty Hennes) — we’ll see 
where that goes. Obviously, the progress to return to play is to start with 
Ty, then join the team, then particulate (in practice) in full capacity. They 
were on the ice today, and that’s a big step for both of them.” 

No specific timeframe for either player’s return has been offered. 

For Zucker, his ailment has hindered him dating to December. After 
initially missing seven games throughout December and January, he 
played — and scored twice — in a 5-3 road win against the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Jan. 17 but then was sidelined again. 

“He’s a big part of our crew,” Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen said. 
“We all love (Zucker). He’s a big part of this team. It’s good to see him 
kind of coming back. He played that game in Vegas and then kind of had 
a setback. Always (stinks). But it’s good to see that he’s making some 
progress. We miss him. Hope he comes back soon.” 

Domingue resumes practicing 

Penguins goaltender Louis Domingue has missed the past 18 games 
with a right foot injury. 

Penguins reserve goaltender Louis Domingue was a full participant in 
practice Sunday for the first time since he suffered a right foot injury 
during an optional morning skate Jan. 20. 

Currently designated to injured reserve, Domingue has missed the past 
18 games with his ailment. 

During Sunday’s practice, starting goaltender Tristan Jarry and backup 
Casey DeSmith got the bulk of the work while Domingue mixed in. 

Domingue has appeared in one NHL game this season. During a 2-1 
road win against the San Jose Sharks on Jan. 15, he made 40 saves on 
41 shots. 

Forward Evgeni Malkin did not practice Sunday for what was termed as a 
“maintenance day.” 

Heinen sticks to his own business 

In 51 games this season, Penguins forward Danton Heinen has 23 points 
(12 goals, 11 assists). 

Penguins forward Danton Heinen is very familiar with what goes on in the 
NHL as the league approaches the trade deadline. 

After all, he was once dealt at the deadline. 

On Feb. 24, 2020, the Boston Bruins dealt Heinen to the Anaheim Ducks 
for forward Nick Ritchie. 

And given that he is signed to a one-year deal with the Penguins, the 
chance he could be moved before this season’s deadline March 21 is a 
possibility, though there is little to suggest the Penguins are actively 
shopping the versatile winger. 

Heinen acknowledges the chance he gets traded. But he doesn’t dwell 
on it. 

“Naturally, you hear some of it maybe,” Heinen said. “For me myself, I try 
to block it out. Not look into anything. Kind of worry about your own 
business. That’s my way of looking at it. Don’t worry too much about it. 
Whatever happens, happens. Stick to your own business.” 
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Penguins get good injury news with Jason Zucker, Mike Matheson 
jumping back on the ice 

 

Matt Vensel4-5 minutes 06/03/2022 
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Over the weekend, Jason Zucker got back on the ice for the first time 
since his core muscle surgery in January. Plus, he had a skating buddy: 
Mike Matheson. 

The two injured players again skated individually before the Penguins 
practiced Sunday morning at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex. Skills 
development coach Ty Hennes ran the workout, which lasted a little 
under an hour. 

“From a status standpoint, that doesn’t change anything,” coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “But they took that next step. They’re on the ice with Ty 
now. And we’ll see where that goes. … Yes, they were on the ice. That’s 
a big step for both of them.” 

While Zucker is still weeks away from rejoining the lineup, his return to 
the ice is an encouraging development for the Penguins, who have been 
lacking middle-six scoring and lineup continuity over the last several 
weeks. Friday’s 3-2 overtime loss at Carolina was the latest example. 
Their top line got both goals. 

Zucker, whose three seasons in Pittsburgh have been up and down, 
probably will not be a cure-all for that. But getting him back in the final 
weeks of the regular season can’t hurt. He is a feisty winger, a willing 
forechecker and someone who will go to the net. He has 21 goals in 84 
regular-season games with the Penguins. 

Plus, the 30-year-old is a well-liked, high-energy player in the dressing 
room. 

“He’s a big part of our crew,” Kasperi Kapanen said. “We all love Zuck 
and he’s a big part of this team and it’s good to see him coming back. … 
It’s good to see that he’s making some progress. We miss him and hope 
he comes back soon.” 

After initially trying to play through his injury but ultimately being unable 
to soldier on, Zucker underwent core muscle surgery in Philadelphia on 
Jan. 25. The team did not issue a specific timetable, saying only that he 
was out week-to-week. Tuesday will mark the six-week mark in the 
winger’s recovery from surgery. 

In 31 games this season, he has six goals, 13 points and a plus-1 rating. 
Most of that production came at 5-on-5, something the Penguins have 
been missing. 

Matheson, meanwhile, has not played since suffering an upper-body 
injury in the Feb. 24 loss to New Jersey. The speedy third-pair 
defenseman has seven goals, 21 points and a plus-5 rating in 50 games. 
He is considered week-to-week. 

Happy with Kappy? 

Kapanen has now gone 15 games without a goal and he has posted just 
two assists with a minus-3 rating over that span. But he has shown signs 
of life in recent games, most notably his plus-2 performance in 
Thursday’s victory at Tampa Bay. 

“I think he’s gaining some traction,” Sullivan said. “If he keeps using his 
speed the way he’s capable of – he’s got to shoot the puck and go to the 
net when he does that – I think he’s going to help us. I think he’s going to 
score some goals.” 

Speaking Sunday, Kapanen seemed to be in a better headspace than 
previous press conferences. He was pretty down then. But this time, he 
focused on the positives, like their 3-0-1 record in their last four games, 
all against winning teams. 

“The team’s doing well. That’s the most important thing. Obviously, I want 
to contribute and score goals and be a factor out there,” Kapanen said, 
before adding, “Listen, if I don’t score another goal this season and the 
team keeps winning and we make the playoffs and we have a good run, 
that’s what I’m here for.” 

Malkin gets a break 

Evgeni Malkin did not participate in Sunday’s practice in Cranberry. 
Sullivan said it was just a maintenance day for the 35-year-old center. It’s 

the second Malkin has taken since he joined the lineup Jan. 11 following 
offseason knee surgery. 

Prior to Friday’s loss to the Hurricanes, when he was held without a 
point, Malkin had a goal in four straight games and at least one point in 
16 of his last 17. 

Domingue practices 

Louis Domingue celebrated his 30th birthday by suiting up for practice. It 
was his first time out there with his teammates since injuring his foot on 
Jan. 20. 

The third-string goalie, who was a full-go at practice, is expected to be 
sent back to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League in 
the near future. 
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Has Casey DeSmith's surge diminished the Penguins' need in net as the 
trade deadline approaches? 

 

Mike DeFabo7-8 minutes 06/03/2022 

 

Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith hurled his stick in frustration Friday, as 
the Carolina Hurricanes celebrated their come-from-behind overtime 
victory in front of his crease. 

A two-goal, first-period lead came undone for the Penguins, with Andrei 
Svechnikov scoring the third unanswered Canes goal. Coach Mike 
Sullivan called the overtime effort a “hard-fought point” against the Metro 
Division’s top team in the standings. 

And the player most responsible for it? There’s a good argument it was 
DeSmith. 

The Penguins backup netminder made a season-high 39 saves, many of 
them on Grade-A Hurricanes chances in the second period. While he 
surely would have liked to make one or two more to earn the win, this 
strong showing at a critical time just might be part of the statement he 
needed to secure his gig. 

With March 21 trade deadline approaching, let’s dive deeper into this 
often-analyzed area on the Penguins roster. 

A need in net?  

Virtually since the start of the season, the goaltending position has been 
one of the areas that’s been under the microscope most, as the focus 
shifted from Tristan Jarry’s poor 2021 postseason to the man backing 
him up. 

Not long ago, a reliable backup appeared to be the Penguins’ most-
pressing need ahead of the deadline, as DeSmith struggled out of the 
gate. By Jan. 21, his season reached a critical inflection point in 
Columbus, when he was yanked mid-game for the second consecutive 
outing. 

Sullivan shouldered the blame afterward, saying he put DeSmith in a 
tough spot by playing him too soon following the backup’s bout with 
COVID-19. But the coach having his player’s back did little to qualm 
outside concerns. 

To that point, DeSmith had recorded a sub-par .886 save percentage and 
3.6 goals-against average. Twice he had been pulled in the middle of 
games. And, of the seven games he completed, he allowed four or more 
goals on four of those instances. Not great.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2022 

 

However, since that moment on Jan. 21, DeSmith’s numbers have 
dramatically improved. 

In his past six outings, he’s posted a stellar .933 save percentage and a 
2.18 goals-against average. Of the five games that DeSmith started, he 
has points in all five. He’s recorded three wins, two overtime losses and 
was also solid in relief of Jarry on Feb. 24, allowing just one goal on 17 
shots. 

Asked where his confidence is at following Friday’s effort, DeSmith said 
“pretty high” with a smile on his face. 

“I feel like I'm playing like I know how,” DeSmith said. “I feel like I'm 
playing on my toes, moving pretty well seeing the puck pretty well, too. 
This isn't going to take away from my confidence. I'll continue to build off 
this.” 

The limited options 

The Penguins are clearly going to ride Jarry in the postseason, just as 
they have this year during his All-Star campaign. 

But as the club found out last year when Jarry faltered — not to mention 
during the back-to-back Cup runs when the Penguins could count on 
both Marc-Andre Fleury and Matt Murray —  it often takes two reliable 
goalies to advance in the playoffs. 

As general manager Ron Hextall and president of hockey operations 
Brian Burke mull over their options, the decision is as much about 
DeSmith as it is the limited alternatives. 

If the Penguins want an upgrade, Dallas Stars goalie Braden Holtby 
could be the most reasonable option. 

At 32 years old, he has a Stanley Cup to his resume. He has the stats 
this season, posting a 2.78 goals-against average and .912 save 
percentage. Perhaps most importantly, he on a very cap-friendly, expiring 
$2 million deal that could fit into this cap-constrained team’s limited 
budget. At the same time, all those things could drive his price up too 
high for the Penguins’ limited asset pool.  

The other options? They are less than enthralling. 

Vancouver’s Jaroslav Halak felt like a reasonable target at one point, 
given track record as a proven playoff backup. In 39 postseason 
appearances with three different clubs, he had a very solid .919 save 
percentage and 2.48 goals-against average. And, he’s playing for the 
Penguins’ old, wheeling-and-dealing buddy Jim Rutherford. 

But recently? He’s fallen apart. 

In two of his past three starts, Halak has been just awful. On Monday, 
against the New Jersey Devils, he allowed six goals on 14 shots and 
lasted just 26 minutes in net. That came on the heels of a Feb. 9 game 
against the New York Islanders, when Halak survived just 16 minutes 
after allowing five goals on 12 shots. 

Columbus netminder Joonas Korpisalo is on an expiring contract and lost 
the battle to Elvis Merzlikins. His 3.82 goals-against average and .887 
save percentage is worse than DeSmith’s 2.98 goals-against average 
and save percent and .905 save percentage. 

Jonathan Quick, who hoisted one of his two Stanley Cups when Hextall 
was the assistant GM in Los Angeles, was reportedly in trade rumors last 
deadline. But given the Kings’ latest surge in standings and that Quick is 
on the books for $5.8 million next season, it’s unlikely this would be a 
possibility. 

The Islanders’ Semyon Varlamov and Rangers’ Alexander Georgiev are 
also reportedly possible players to be moved. But would either of these 
teams do business with a Metro rival? 

And, just in case you’re nostalgic, Marc-Andre Fleury’s $7 million cap hit 
is just an impossibility.  

The opportunity cost 

Let’s not sugarcoat it, goaltending was the biggest reason the Penguins 
flamed out of the first round last season. 

While the new front office deserves a heaping spoonful of credit for 
putting its faith behind Jarry on the way to his bounce-back, All-Star 
season, if another goaltending fiasco undoes the postseason, the optics 
will not be good. 

By finding a way to upgrade the position, the Penguins could provide 
themselves with the safety blanket that was missing last year. 

But consider, if they do so, it might elevate the floor. But it will not move 
the ceiling one inch. As long as Jarry is the goalie he’s been this regular 
season, there’s a real possibility the team could expend assets for a 
goalie who spends his entire Penguins postseason tenure sitting on the 
bench watching Jarry. 

Pittsburgh is virtually pressed right up against the salary cap as is. 
Adding a player in any form is going to mean doing some fancy salary 
cap gymnastics to move a contract off the books. 

So when it comes to this discussion, it’s not just the price of adding a 
backup goalie is not just the cost of going out and acquiring someone. An 
equal consideration is the opportunity cost – the value given up that 
could be spent to add a physical middle-six winger or some blue-line 
depth. 
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UPDATED: Penguins Injuries: Zucker & Matheson Skate, Malkin Takes 
Maintenance Day 

 

Published 18 hours ago on March 6, 2022 By Dan Kingerski3-4 minutes 
06/03/2022 

 

Cranberry Twp — In a step forward for the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup 
early Sunday morning, injured defenseman Mike Matheson and LW 
Jason Zucker skated in full pads two hours before the Penguins’ Sunday 
morning practice at the UPMC Lemieux Complex. 

Zucker hasn’t played since Jan. 17, when the Penguins beat the Vegas 
Golden Knights at T-Mobile Arena. He had core muscle surgery on Jan. 
25 and has been out for six weeks. 

Stick tap to our competitor and colleague Dave Molinari for being first, 
and getting the video. 

This season, Zucker has 13 points (6-7-13) in 31 games. Last season, a 
broken leg cost him a large portion of the season, and he played in just 
38 of the 56 games. 

In two-plus seasons with the Penguins, Zucker has played in only 84 
games. 

Mike Matheson, 26, was an unexpected addition to the Penguins injured 
list on Feb. 25 with an upper-body injury. He was termed out week to 
week. 

Matheson has been a steady presence with 21 points (7-14-21) in 50 
games this season. He is also a plus-5. 

Matheson is in his second season with the Pittsburgh Penguins. The 
Penguins acquired him for Patric Hornqvist. 

Also at practice Sunday morning, goalie Louis Domingue was in full gear. 
Domingue played one game this season and appeared ready to 
challenge for the backup goalie position, but after a stellar win on Jan. 
15, he suffered a freak injury when he was hit by a puck during a morning 
skate several days later. 
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Update 1: Pittsburgh Penguins center Evgeni Malkin was not at practice. 
He was the only regular who was absent. Evan Rodrigues took his spot 
on the top power play. 

Per head coach Mike Sullivan, Malkin had a maintenance day. 

Update 2: Sullivan said that was the first time Zucker and Matheson 
skated. When asked if he could provide an update, he said, “They 
skated.” 

He kept the stone face for a few seconds before laughing and giving the 
full explanation. THey skated with skills coach Ty Hennes and continue 
to progress. 

PHN is unaware of previous skating sessions for Zucker and Matheson, 
but cannot confirm it is their first return to the ice. We will update the 
story after practice when head coach Mike Sullivan addresses the media. 

Subscribe to PHN+ 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now Editor-in-Chief, formerly 93.7 The Fan, Sportsnet 
Hockey Tonight, NHL Home Ice. Catch Dan tweeting @theDanKingerski 
and the official @pghhockeynow account. 
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NHL Trade Deadline: Penguins Scouting Toronto, Vancouver--Who's 
Available? 

 

Published 21 hours ago on March 6, 2022 By Dan Kingerski5-7 minutes 
06/03/2022 

 

While fans have been breathless with NHL trade rumors of Kasperi 
Kapanen for Brock Boeser since Jim Rutherford was named President of 
Hockey Operations of the Vancouver Canucks, there are probably more 
things in play than video game trades. Over the past week, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins have been scouting Vancouver and the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

By our math, the last several games for each have featured Penguins 
scouts. 

First, a bit more context on Vancouver and the hockey operations team, 
including GM Patrik Allvin. Elliotte Friedman explained on Hockey Night 
in Canada. 

“They’ve been going out, getting information on the value of their players 
on the open market,” the ace reporter said. “There are very few Canucks 
that haven’t been talked about … but they’re out there looking at the rest 
of their team saying, ‘OK, what information can we glean and what is the 
market for them?’ I think what the Canucks have also been doing–for 
those players who may need new contracts soon, they’ve been asking 
about the possibilities of staying.” 

The Penguins had two scouts for the Maple Leafs-Buffalo Sabres game, 
and we know the Sabres sent AGM Jason Karmanos for a couple of 
games in Pittsburgh. We already looked at the NHL trade block for 
Buffalo, including $1.6 million lefty defenseman Robert Hagg. 

We believe the Penguins and GM Ron Hextall will not “go big,’ but look 
for affordable options to bolster the lineup. The Penguins could use a 
middle-six winger to chip in more offense or a bit of physicality. The 
Penguins d-corps is solid but could be upgraded, too. 

NHL Trade Block 

It’s tough to separate fact from fiction with both Canadian cities. 
Everyone is available, everyone is worth your best players, and everyone 
wants to play there, right? 

It’s hard to lock down what Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas may be 
looking for–he has a deep team. However, starting goalie Jack Campbell 
has struggled lately, and the defense is without Jake Muzzin and 
Rasmus Sandin. Toronto quickly placed Muzzin on LTIR with a 
concussion on Feb. 24. 

Muzzin is a solid LHD with a just over $4 million cap hit. With Muzzin out, 
Toronto has about $3.3 million in cap space. 

Interestingly, Toronto’s electric prospect, Nicholas Robertson, has played 
the last four games. He’s had trouble cracking their NHL roster over the 
last few seasons but is only 20-years-old. However, he’s only 5-foot-9, 
164-pounds. In 10 NHL games, he scored his first goal on Saturday 
night. He has two career points. 

Robertson, a LW, slotted beside John Tavares in Toronto’s top-six. 

I’m absolutely spitballing, but could the Penguins be convinced to give up 
a LHD (and retain salary) because they have a surplus six deep, 
including Mark Friedman and P.O. Joseph? Toronto thinks highly of 
Robertson, a 2019 second-round pick. 

In 30 AHL games over the last two seasons, Robertson has 24 points (8-
16-24).  

Toronto doesn’t have much if you’re looking for physicality or truculence. 
Only five players on the roster, including Muzzin, have more than 70 hits. 
Wayne Simmonds leads the team with 97. Simmonds is worth far more 
to Toronto than on the NHL trade block. Defensemen Muzzin (84) and 
Justin Holl (79) are second and third. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Let’s start by downplaying the Brock Boeser for Kasperi Kapanen chatter. 
That talk has never been reported, only runaway speculation because 
Rutherford coveted Kapanen and paid a premium to re-acquire him in 
Pittsburgh. 

Boeser will be an RFA after the season, and it will take a hefty qualifying 
offer to keep his rights. He makes over $5.8 million for 33 points (16-17-
33) in 51 games. There are questions about his fortitude–from this 
keyboard, he does not seem like a good fit for the Mike Sullivan 
Pittsburgh Penguins, certainly not at his salary level. 

 J.T. Miller isn’t coming home, either. Fuhgeddaboudit. 

What do the Canucks want to do? They are currently between four and 
eight points out of a playoff spot. One good week and they’re right back 
in it. If the Vegas Golden Knights continue dropping, they could leap into 
the top three of the Pacific Division. 

So, let’s not assume Rutherford will have a fire sale nor sell off assets for 
“future” considerations. 

However, if Hextall could convince one team in the league to overvalue 
the Penguins prospect pool, it would be Vancouver. Perhaps Joseph, 
Nathan Legare, or Sam Poulin have more value to the Canucks than they 
would other teams? 

Canucks winger Conor Garland is an interesting name that has appeared 
in NHL trade chatter. The RW has 31 points (14-17-31) in 55 games. 
However, he’s also small at just 5-foot-10, 165 pounds. 

Right-side defenseman Travis Hamonic is a d-man that a few would like 
to get their hands on–but his past insistence to play in western Canada is 
problematic. Has he softened that desire? The defender carries an 
affordable $3 million cap hit through next season. 

Hamonic, 31, was readily available on the eve of the season and didn’t 
immediately report to Vancouver, but that was a unique situation. It was 
never fully explained, and reports of being anti-vax were disputed. He 
would be a big upgrade for the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Or, we can take the easy route here: Kapanen for Boeser! (no, no, no). 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' inconsistency no match for Shesterkin's brilliance 

 

Ken Wiebe March 7, 2022, 2:04 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — You wouldn’t blame the Winnipeg Jets for coming away 
looking like they’d seen a ghost. 

Okay, not an actual ghost, but rather a previous version of themselves — 
because that’s what the New York Rangers resembled on Sunday night 
at Canada Life Centre. 

The Rangers are not a carbon copy, but they are a reasonable facsimile 
of the best version of the Jets, the one that features a high-end goalie 
who puts up a brick wall and frustrates opponents before forcing them 
into a costly mistake or three that leads to an opportunistic goal. 

This isn't about rewritten history, hopping into the hot-tub time machine or 
living in the past, it’s about recognizing parallels that were clear as day to 
the naked eye in the first meeting between the two clubs since February 
of 2020. 

At a time when the Jets are still searching for consistency and tumbling 
down the Western Conference standings by going 1-1-1 on a road trip 
that wraps up Tuesday against the two-time defending champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning, there is growing evidence that this task just might be too 
much to overcome. 

With a record of 24-22-10, the Jets have reached the point where they 
can allow themselves roughly one loss per week for the remainder of the 
regular season — and even that may not be enough to earn an invite to 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

That’s a ridiculous pace for the best team in the NHL to keep up and the 
Jets are not close to playing at an elite level regularly right now. 

However, when it comes to playing at an elite level, Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin is standing at the front of the line this season. 

Not only is Shesterkin the front-runner to win the Vezina Trophy, he’s a 
serious candidate to be a finalist — if not outright capture — the Hart 
Trophy. 

This is not hyperbole. 

By making 45 saves, Shesterkin lowered his goals-against average to 
1.93 and raised his save percentage to .942 in his 36 starts. 

He also leads the NHL in goals saved above expected, according to 
Moneypuck. 

Shesterkin is doing incredible things, which has given the Rangers hope 
and returned them to contender status, despite being outshot and 
outchanced on multiple occasions. 

Sunday’s contest featured an abundance of quality saves from 
Shesterkin, whose team scored 121 seconds into the first period, added 
a power-play goal before the frame was over and never really looked 
back. 

The Rangers' big guns were heavily involved, including former Jets 
defenceman Jacob Trouba, who chipped in his ninth goal and 19th assist 
of the season to go along with a physical game that included three hits 
and two blocked shots in more than 20 minutes of action. 

When speaking to reporters in Winnipeg after the game, Jets goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck showed some vulnerability, choosing to share his 
honest feelings about his disappointment level. 

At the same time, he quickly disputed having any concerns about a 
heavy workload even though he’s started 47 of the Jets' 56 games so far. 

“You know, I feel good. I think we're managing my body well. I'm getting 
the rest I need,” said Hellebuyck. “It's typical, at this time of year, to get a 
little run down but I think I'm strong and I'm ready.” 

Hellebuyck also provided a stick tap to the guy standing in the crease at 
the opposite end of the arena. 

This compliment wasn’t being given in a passing of the torch situation, it 
was more a matter of someone who knows a thing or two about serving 
as the backbone of his team and recognizing when one of his peers is 
delivering in that role. 

“He was great. I mean, he was a big difference,” said Helleuyck. “I 
believe he's putting up some ridiculous numbers. I don't watch him every 
single game but I know tonight he was great so yeah, it must be a good 
feeling for him.” 

There hasn’t been as much for Hellebuyck to feel good about of late, as 
he’s allowed 18 goals over his last four starts — giving up four, four, four 
and six markers as the Jets went 1-2-1 over that stretch. 

The topic of goaltending always seems to be a complicated one for the 
Jets. 

Since Hellebuyck has often covered up the sins of those who skate in 
front of him, when he’s not supplying above-average to elite levels of 
performance or when he’s not the best goalie in the game being played, 
the alarm bells go off. 

Hellebuyck looked and sounded demoralized at times during his 
interview, but there was also a calmness when it came to his self-
assessment. 

When asked about Chris Kreider’s second goal of the contest, 
Hellebuyck conceded that he wished that he’d play things differently. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

As Kreider burst past a flat-footed Nate Schmidt and cut to the net, 
Hellebuyck attempted a pokecheck but was unable to thwart the effort as 
the Rangers power forward from scoring his 38th goal of the season 
(which pulls him within a goal of Toronto Maple Leafs centre Auston 
Matthews in the chase for the Rocket Richard Trophy). 

“I had a different read than what actually happened. I'd have to rewatch it 
and see where I went wrong but if I could redo (it), I wouldn't poke check. 
I would just slide with him,” said Hellebuyck, whose goals-against 
average rose to 2.95 while his save percentage dipped to .910. “But (the) 
poke check worked earlier in the game and I have a lot of success with it. 
Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn't.” 

The context of the play in question is that Hellebuyck hasn’t had a great 
deal of success on breakaways, so you have to appreciate the fact he 
tried something different, even if it didn’t work out. 

Shesterkin has done this to other teams many times this season, but this 
most recent outing highlighted another one of the Jets' recurring issues. 

It was another case of the Jets scoring two goals or fewer, which 
represents the 25th time that’s happened (for those of you keeping score 
at home Winnipeg’s record in that situation is 1-19-5). 

It was also another night when the Jets' suspect puck management fed 
the transition game of the opponent and ultimately led to the red light 
going on three times at even strength. 

Now trailing the Nashville Predators by eight points (with the Predators 
holding a game in hand), the Jets have seven games remaining before 
the arrival of the NHL trade deadline. 

No matter how much Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff believes 
in this group, he is obligated to look for ways to try and improve this team 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 7, 2022 

 

and it doesn’t necessarily end with moving his pending unrestricted free 
agents. 

As an aside, for as well as the Rangers have played this season in 
putting together a record of 36-15-5 to sit second in the Metropolitan 
Division, their forward depth would definitely be enhanced by the addition 
of someone like versatile forward Andrew Copp — who would likely fit in 
seamlessly with Barclay Goodrow, an off-season addition who is up to 12 
goals after scoring on Sunday. 

The Jets defence corps was upgraded during the off-season, but there 
are also prospects in the system who need to gain some additional NHL 
experience and the best way to do that is through a trade (or two). 

But that’s a topic that will be thoroughly dissected during the coming days 
and weeks. 

For the time being, Nikolaj Ehlers shared some thoughts about the Jets' 
current lot in life. 

“Well the mood is (expletive). I’m not going to sit here and say we’re all 
happy, because we’re not,” said Ehlers, who played just under 19 
minutes in his second game after missing the previous 19 with a knee 
injury. “We know where we’re at. We’re not in a playoff spot. That’s what 
you work hard for during the summer, and that’s what you battle for in the 
regular season. We’ve had some games where we’ve played really well, 
and really been where we wanted to be. 

“Obviously there’s been games where maybe we shouldn’t have won that 
we won, and the other way around. But we’ve got to start winning some 
games. So there’s no excuses. We’ve just got to win some games.” 

We’ll leave the last word to Hellebuyck, who was asked to once again 
weigh in on the predicament the Jets find themselves in. 

“It's not going the way we hoped,” said Hellebuyck. “You can only 
imagine how frustrating it is in the room. I don't think it's from lack of 
effort. I know that everyone cares and everyone wants it, but it's just not 
going our way. 

“Everyone's trying. Everyone's really emotionally in it. And then we're not 
getting the results that we expect. It's tough on the mental game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dubas' faith in Campbell tested as Maple Leafs can't 
outscore goaltending woes 

 

Luke Fox March 5, 2022, 10:17 PM 

 

TORONTO — Do the Toronto Maple Leafs need another defenceman? A 
top-six winger? More grit and gumption? 

Every one of these debates will be moot if the Maple Leafs can’t get what 
they truly need: a save. 

Just one or two more of those elusive things would’ve earned Toronto a 
point or two Saturday against the Vancouver Canucks — a team they 
should beat but could not beat this season. In large part because the 
Leafs dressed the second-best goalie both times. 

Considering Toronto served up a stinker Wednesday against lottery-
bound Buffalo, and considering its No. 1 goaltender had been granted a 
week off to clear his mind, this was no small test for Jack Campbell. 

He was nervous going in and admitted as much. 

Campbell and the Leafs outshot Thatcher Demko and the Canucks 38-
29, mounted the edge in expected goals (4.12-3.23), but blew a third-
period lead and lost 6-4. 

Maple Leafs Games This Week 

• Monday at Columbus, 7 p,m. ET (Sportsnet) • Tuesday vs. Seattle, 7:30 
p.m. ET • Thursday vs. Arizona, 7 p.m. ET • Sunday vs. Buffalo, 4 p.m. 
ET (Sportsnet) 

A halt in the standings, as the red-hot Jeremy Swayman and Boston 
Bruins creep from the rear. 

A blow to the confidence, as doubts fester between Campbell’s ears. 

Toronto’s .876 save percentage ranks last in the league since Jan. 9. 

Campbell has now surrendered four or more goals in each of his past 
four starts and nine of his past 15, shifting onus on the skaters in front of 
him to outscore their problems. 

Thing is, they nearly did. 

So much went right for the Maple Leafs, who rallied from a 3-1 deficit to 
take a 4-3 lead into the third. 

John Tavares snapped his personal 14-game goal drought and his 
team’s seven-game power-play skid with one shot. Rookie Nick 
Robertson sniped his first career goal and will probably gift the puck to 
Mom. Auston Matthews re-seized the lead in the Rocket Richard Trophy 
race in a two-goal, eight-shot tour de force performance that had the barn 
chanting, “M-V-P!” 

There was plenty to like. 

And then there was the mystery box in the crease. 

Without question, Jake Muzzin has left an elephantine hole on the Maple 
Leafs’ blueline. They could use a few more shot blocks and boxouts. 
They need to make their own net-front an uneasy place. 

But tips and rebounds be damned, the netminder can’t give up five and 
expect to win. 

The organization has tried throwing Campbell right back in the net after a 
soft start, and now its tried giving him a full week off that rough outing in 
Detroit to mentally reset. 

“I don't know if it’s anything we can do for him at this point,” said Sheldon 
Keefe. The coach has been careful not to rip into Campbell, to stress 
improved defence in front of him. “Our focus has got to remain on helping 
both he and Petr [Mrazek] out as best we can.” 

"Soupy's a gamer," Michael Bunting added. “We have all the faith in the 
world in him and are behind him." 

That faith was reinforced by Kyle Dubas Friday, when the general 
manager shot down the notion that he might go goalie shopping before 
the March 21 trade deadline. 

That faith is being tested, however, with every red lamp that burns on the 
back of Campbell’s neck and into his thoughts. 

“I've been pretty hard on myself this year, and obviously it's snowballing 
a little bit,” Campbell said. “Not happy with giving up any goals ever, so 
it's not acceptable, but trying to have it roll off a little bit easier now. I 
know I got better for the team, and it's disappointing not getting the win 
when we played so well.” 

As he continued, the goaltender vowed, twice, that he would claw his 
way out of this avalanche: “I promise I'll get out of it and get on a roll 
again.” 

And again: “I’ll get it back. Promise I will.” 

Campbell wasn’t speaking to reporters but rather through them. He’s 
promising his coach, promising his teammates, promising the 17,534 
Torontonians hollering “Soooooup!” with every kick save. 
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Or maybe he’s simply promising himself, an attempt to speak excellence 
into existence. 

Because this won’t turn around until Campbell himself believes he won’t 
suffocate under the self-assumed weight of it all. 

“[The mental side of the game] is definitely something I feel like the rest 
of my life, I’ll always work on it. It’s so crucial,” Campbell said. “You 
know, some guys have it — they’re just kind of chill naturally. And for me, 
I'm learning.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• The Maple Leafs rallied around Wayne Simmonds’ 1,000th game and 
got “Wayne Train” T-shirts screen-printed for the occasion. 

"The guys did a vote on the design, and pretty much it was unanimous 
that it was this one. It's awesome. It turned out great," Bunting said. 
"Growing up in Scarborough, pretty much anyone that's a hockey fan 
knows about Wayne Simmonds."  

Nice touch by Keefe, putting out Simmonds for the opening face-off 
alongside fellow Toronto natives Bunting and Jason Spezza. 

“He's tough to play against, man. He knows his role 100 per cent. He was 
fabulous on the power play in Philadelphia,” Canucks head coach Bruce 
Boudreau said. “He was just a good player. But his toughness sort of 
over-ranked has good-playerness. If that’s even English.” 

• As trade rumours engulf the Canucks, Boudreau insists there’s been 
zero discussion in his dressing room about breaking up the band. 
According to SportsClubStats.com, Vancouver still has an 18.4 per cent 
shot at making the playoffs. There are still more than two weeks to 
decide on the fate of J.T. Miller and the rest of the pieces that contenders 
covet from the roster. 

“Unless he’s the best actor in the world, all I know is he cares about the 
Vancouver Canucks,” Boudreau said of Miller. 

“The media thinks every Canucks player is getting traded. But, honest to 
God's truth, we haven't had one word said about it. Not one player has 
come up to me.” 

• Nick Robertson certainly made good on his second-line audition with 
Tavares and Nylander, scoring his first NHL goal. But it was notable that 
Alexander Kerfoot replaced Robertson on that line for some key D-zone 
draws, and Spezza subbed in during an important O-zone draw with the 
outcome in the balance. 

The coach’s trust isn’t there yet. 

"We've been trying to get a sense of where he is at in his development 
and what he might be able to provide," Keefe said of the trial. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe believes Campbell is close to finding his game 

 

Mark Masters 

13-17 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Sunday 
before travelling to Columbus. 

With Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek allowing goals at an alarming rate, 
Sheldon Keefe found himself watching his goalies closer than usual at 
Sunday's practice.  

"I was really happy with the way that those guys competed," the coach 
said. "Jack, especially having played last night, I thought he was 
excellent today. He battled and competed and I thought Petr just the 
same." 

After an All-Star calibre first half, Campbell seems to be stuck in a 
downward spiral. His save percentage is .873 in 14 games since Jan. 8. 
The wheels have really fallen off of late with 19 goals allowed over his 
last four starts.   

"I'm just working through it as hard as I can," Campbell said after 
Saturday's setback. "Sometimes trying too hard isn't always the best 
thing ... I'll get it back. I promise I will." 

Campbell revealed he was dealing with nerves as he returned to the net 
for the first time since being pulled in Detroit the previous Saturday. He 
wanted to win badly in part because beloved teammate Wayne 
Simmonds was playing his milestone 1,000th game. But Campbell was 
beaten five times on 28 shots as Vancouver rallied in the third period to 
steal the two points.  

"As I reflect on Jack's game last night, there were a couple that were real 
tough shots from the slot that any goalie is going to have a tough time 
with," Keefe said. "There were a few others where he is so close. They 
are barely getting over the line ... I look at the day he had today and I see 
a guy who looks close to finding his game again." 

Campbell is often really hard on himself and that has created self-doubt, 
which he says has snowballed on him this season.  

"He's a guy that is so passionate and cares so much that he takes a lot of 
it personally," noted forward Alex Kerfoot. "We have his back no matter 
what and it's just about us letting him know that." 

The key for Toronto's embattled goalies, according to the coach, is to 
leave the past in the past.  

"When I focus on the here and now and just look at today, both Petr and 
Jack had really good days," Keefe stressed. "I am looking ahead. I want 
those guys to take it a day at a time, look ahead and not look behind 
them."  

--- 

Mrazek gets the start on Monday in Columbus. Despite allowing five 
goals on 31 shots in his last game against Buffalo on Wednesday, the 
30-year-old insists he's in a good place.  

"To be honest, I like where my game's getting," said Mrazek, who missed 
most of the first half of the season due to a groin injury. "I just have to 
improve those small details, do them right, and I'm not worried about my 
game at all." 

Specifically, Mrazek has worked with goalie coach Steve Briere on being 
calmer in the crease. Growing up in the Czech Republic, he didn't have a 
goalie coach and naturally developed an aggressive style.   

"We talk about settling in the crease more," Mrazek said, "be aggressive 
when I have to be and don't be as aggressive as I was years ago. He's 
been great with that. He's done great things for me and helped me go 
through the change. I'm trying to settle." 

Mrazek, who has an .890 save percentage in 14 games this season, 
hopes the hard work will help silence the Columbus cannon, which 
sounds after every Blue Jackets goal.    

"I don't like that one much so hopefully there won't be any tomorrow," he 
said with a grin.  

Mrazek will be keeping a close eye on Patrik Laine, who scored twice on 
Campbell during Columbus' overtime win against Toronto on Feb. 22.  

"You have to be patient with him," Mrazek said. "You have to wait for his 
move or his shot and, obviously, it's a great shot. Just try and be as big 
as I can in net and hopefully it hits you sometimes."  
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Since Jan. 29, Laine leads the NHL with 15 goals in 15 games.  

The Leafs rank dead last in save percentage since Jan. 8.  

"It is tough when the puck goes in your net at a high rate," Keefe said. "It 
is hard to play as a player. You start thinking about other things. That is 
the challenge for us here: to remain focused, do what we do well, clean 
up the things we need to get better at, and focus on how we play as a 
team. We are a real good team. I thought we carried play for long 
stretches of last night's game." 

Much of Sunday's practice focused on defensive-zone coverage and 
clearing the front of the net. The absence of Jake Muzzin, who is out with 
a concussion, has left the Leafs without their most physical defender.  

"We absolutely have to do a better job in our own end dealing with pucks 
coming to our net," Keefe said after Saturday's game. "We didn't do a 
good enough job of tying up sticks, clearing out lanes and letting the 
goalie see those pucks. I thought we defended well to just limit them to 
those types of looks. We have to do a better job of blocking more shots, 
tying up sticks, and pushing people out of the way." 

During a losing streak in February, it was rush chances that hurt Toronto 
the most. The team worked hard to remedy that.  

"We're doing a lot of the right things in terms of reloading above the puck 
and we aren't giving as many odd-man rushes as we were in the last 10 
games previous to these past four," defenceman Justin Holl said prior to 
Saturday's game. "Now, we spend a little more time in our zone and 
we've been getting scored on after some zone time, so it's constant 
adjustments that need to be made."  

"We still have been giving up some of those tips, and those have been 
making life harder on our goalies," said Keefe. "Our job as a team is to 
make life easy on the goalies. That is where we are at, especially with 
where our goalies are at. They are trying to earn their confidence and we 
need to help them in that area. Those are things we are in control of. We 
can do a better job in these situations." 

NHL: Canucks 6, Maple Leafs 4 

A pair of Auston Matthews goals in the second period helped the Maple 
Leafs recover from a two-goal deficit to take the lead, but in the final 
period, the Canucks got goals from Tanner Pearson, Alex Chiasson and 
Tyler Motte to lift Vancouver to victory. 

Ilya Lyubushkin is averaging 16 minutes and 18 seconds of ice time in six 
games since joining the Leafs. He ranks sixth among Toronto's 
defencemen in average ice time.  

With Muzzin out, there seems to be a need for a hard-nosed player like 
Lyubushkin in the top four. Youngsters Rasmus Sandin and Timothy 
Liljegren have struggled in auditions alongside Morgan Rielly so far. 
Liljegren, who sat as a healthy scratch on Wednesday, is currently in that 
top-pair role.  

"We have a spot with Rielly available," Keefe said. "But Morgan plays in 
a lot of offensive situations. With the way the puck moves and those 
kinds of things, it is important to have a guy there that pairs well with that 
and doesn't disrupt our offence. That is something we are mindful of ... 
We want to see [Lyubushkin] improve in some areas of his game, 
especially with the puck. He is absolutely putting the work in to make 
those improvements." 

Lyubushkin only has 20 points in 186 career NHL games.  

The Leafs like how T.J. Brodie and Holl have looked since joining forces. 
So, Lyubushkin remains on the third pair with Travis Dermott. Sandin is 
currently sidelined with an illness and will not travel to Columbus.  

"He is in a good place," Keefe said of Lyubushkin. "If we look at some of 
the chances we generated last night, Lyubushkin is moving around the 
offensive zone. He had a great one-timer. We see some good potential 
there. We don't want to force too much on him as he is adjusting and 
learning his teammates." 

Before practice started, Lyubushkin spent time going over the drill 
schedule with Liljegren at the white board. Then, during the first drill, he 
was asking Brodie how it worked.  

"He is feeling better around here in terms of knowing what we expect and 
what we are looking for from him," Keefe said. "He knows his teammates. 
He is getting familiar with the defencemen we have here. We will 
continue to monitor that." 

Nick Robertson made the most of his shot on the second line alongside 
William Nylander and John Tavares. The 20-year-old scored his first NHL 
regular season goal on Saturday night. 

Robertson also scored for the Leafs during the 2020 playoff series 
against Columbus, but Saturday was his first NHL goal in front of fans.  

"It was great," Robertson said with a sigh. "I low key felt a burden. Like, I 
wanted to score and thankfully I did and it just felt more real. I think the 
bubble was more like a fake one."   

There's nothing fake about the Robertson release.  

"He's got as good a release as anybody," raved Tavares.  

"He rips it," observed Auston Matthews. "He shoots it probably as hard 
as anybody here. He's got a really good release and he puts everything 
into it every time he shoots ... He's really strong and uses a lot of down 
force and he gets it off pretty quick so it comes off hard." 

Robertson remained on the second line at Sunday's practice.  

"He's looked really good," added Matthews. "He's looked confident. Him 
moving up with Willy and John really ignited that line a little bit. They 
seemed to have really good chemistry. Hopefully he continues to develop 
and progress and continues to play with confidence because when he's 
doing that he's a really good player and deserves to be up."   

Robertson's confidence has taken a hit in recent years due to a series of 
injuries, including a broken leg early this season. That's what made 
Saturday's moment all the more meaningful.  

"Definitely relieved," Robertson said. "I feel like I haven't scored in so 
long in this league even though I haven't played in many games (14). It 
was just nice to get one given what I've been through ... I think just the 
back story of this whole season for me and the adversity I had to deal 
with last season and this season, it feels a lot more special." 

"He brought some great energy," said Tavares. "He skates really good. 
He's obviously very talented and I think you see growth with him as a 
person and just getting a better feel for the game." 

Tavares snapped a 14-game goal drought with a power-play tally in the 
first period on Saturday. The Leafs captain looked skyward after scoring 
for the first time since Jan. 29.  

"He looked relieved," said Keefe. "Happy he held onto that one and shot 
it in himself. It is great initiative by him. It is the kind of spot where you 
get in and start to overthink it. He just shot it in the net and beat a good 
goaltender." 

"When I get those chances in those areas I want to capitalize on them," 
Tavares said. "I want to make sure I'm doing a good job there. Nice to 
see it go and just build on it."  

Tavares finished with six shots, which was his highest total in a game 
since Jan. 26.  

With Robertson on the Tavares line, Kerfoot has dropped down to the 
fourth unit with Jason Spezza and Simmonds. How's the chemistry 
coming along?  

"It's one game," Kerfoot said.  

It was an unusually short response from the Harvard product. Kerfoot 
played a season low nine minutes and 39 seconds against the Canucks.  
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"Frankly, Kerf deserves to play more than he did last night and deserves 
to play higher in the lineup," Keefe said. "It is just that circumstances 
being what they are, I have made the decision to give Nick Robertson a 
better opportunity. Last night, he did well." 

With Pierre Engvall fitting in nicely beside David Kampf and Ilya 
Mikheyev, Keefe decided to drop Kerfoot down to the fourth line.  

"He played too little last night, but that is sometimes just the way it 
shakes out," Keefe said. "He is an important player for us." 

Right winger Ondrej Kase skated before practice, but left the ice before 
the main session started. He will miss a fourth straight game with an 
upper-body injury.  

"He continues to be day-to-day," Keefe said. "He is not going to travel 
with us, but today was a good sign. The expectation is that he will skate 
tomorrow, ramp things up a little bit, and be a possibility for Tuesday." 

Lines at Sunday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Robertson - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Kerfoot - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Liljegren 

Brodie - Holl 

Dermott - Lyubushkin  

Clifford - Hollowell  

Mrazek  

Campbell  

Special teams work at Sunday's practice: 

PP1: Rielly, Matthews, Marner, Tavares, Nylander 

PP2: Brodie, Spezza, Robertson, Mikheyev, Bunting 
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