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The Penguins are still confusing, the Jets might be done, and let’s find the season’s most 
mediocre team 

By Sean McIndoe 

The nature of this column is that we spend a lot of time 
talking about the very best and very worst teams. Maybe too 
much time, honestly, since there are only so many ways you 
can write “The Avalanche are good” or “The Sabres are the 
Sabres” each week. We’re trying to use the “not ranked” slot 
to bounce around the league and make sure everyone gets a 
mention, but the teams that are thoroughly mid tend to be 
mostly ignored. Except for this week. 

(Did you like the way I slipped in the term “mid” there? I 
learned it from my teenager. Apparently, it’s how the kids talk 
about something that’s middling or mediocre. I’m told that it’s 
better than being cringe, but not as good as being lit. I have 
no idea whether it’s better or worse than being poggers, but I 
promise you that I’m on the case.) 

Anyway, this is the week that we’re going to figure out which 
team has been the most mediocre, something we try every 
year around this time. As always, we’ll start with our top and 
bottom five lists, or rather, with the teams that haven’t shown 
up in either yet. 

This year, that’s 10 teams, but a few of them don’t really 
work as candidates. The Rangers haven’t been in the top 
five yet, for example, but they’re clearly a very good team. 
The Bruins and Leafs haven’t shown up yet either, but 
they’re not in the running here. On the other end, I haven’t 
had the guts to put the Islanders in the bottom five, but 
they’re closer to that group than to the mushy middle. 

That leaves us with six real candidates among the no-list 
brigade. The Kings, Stars and Predators have all given off 
some pretty mediocre vibes at times, but all three teams are 
good enough for the playoff hunt and solidly winning records, 
so I don’t think they work. The Sharks and Red Wings seem 
like better fits, hovering right around .500, but they’ve lost far 
more than they’ve won and their goal differential suggests 
that they’re bad. 

The best contender among teams who haven’t been on 
either list is probably the Jets. They’ve lost a few more than 
they’ve won but are over fake .500 thanks to a league-
leading 10 loser points, and the goals differential is close to 
even. But can you really be the league’s most mediocre team 
if you were so bad at one point that your own coach had to 
quit midway through the season? I’m not convinced you can 
be. 

Instead, let’s bend the rules a bit and award our prize to a 
team that did make a very brief appearance in the bottom 
five earlier this year, but only in that weird first week where 
it’s obviously too early for rankings but we do them anyway. 
That would be the Columbus Blue Jackets, the only team in 
the league right now to have the exact same number of wins 
and losses. They haven’t had a winning or losing streak all 

year longer than a paltry four games, their starting goalie has 
a nearly exactly league-average save percentage, and 
they’re good enough to be a pleasant surprise but bad 
enough to be no playoff threat. Also, it’s Columbus. I think 
this fits. 

Congratulations Blue Jackets fans, you are the most mid. 
The middest? Midderrific? I don’t know, but you get the point. 
It’s cool, they retired Rick Nash’s number this weekend and 
they get to score a dozen goals against the Leafs tonight, 
everyone’s in a good mood in Columbus these days. 

By the way, if your favorite team is listed here and you’re 
mad and/or despondent that they’re one of the stuck-in-the-
middle teams, don’t worry too much. Last year’s column 
included candidates like the Panthers, Flames and Blues, all 
of whom have made top-five appearances this year. So, 
there’s room for optimism. Just, uh, don’t ask which team 
ended up taking last year’s most mediocre crown. 

OK, enough with all these teams that are (eye roll) so mid. 
Let’s move quickly to the real rankings before Jason 
Robertson gets another hat trick … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

The top five has been pretty consistent over the last few 
weeks. Colorado in top spot, Calgary in fifth, and the three-
headed monster of Tampa, Carolina and Florida rotating 
through the other spots. 

Oh hey, look who caught up! 

To be clear, I’m not saying that Sean and Dom read this 
column and then steal the rankings. They clearly do, but it 
would be rude to say so. I will now be firing off a totally real 
and absolutely not made-up text message to an agent to 
complain about it. 

5. Calgary Flames (33-14-7, +55 true goals differential*) — A 
weird stretch that saw them beat the Wild twice but lose to 
the Habs was capped off with Saturday’s fantastic win in 
Colorado in what may have been the game of the week. 

Sure, it was overtime, but any win over the Avs is impressive 
these days, and that’s especially true when it comes with 
your backup in net. If you’re still looking for evidence that the 
Flames belong among the true contenders, Saturday 
certainly offered some. 

Oh, and they’ve got the Oilers tonight. Yes, please. 

4. Florida Panthers (37-13-5, +65) — Last week’s wobble 
seems to be behind them, as the scheduled served up to the 
Senators and Red Wings and the Panthers did exactly what 
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you’re supposed to do when the get-right games appear. 
They’ve got Buffalo tonight before an intriguing one tomorrow 
in Pittsburgh. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (37-12-6, +39) — Jon Cooper 
behaved himself in last night’s win after getting tagged with 
the very rare “abuse of officials” ejection on Thursday. He’s 
still unsure of what he said wrong, or at least is pretending to 
be. The call came from Wes McCauley, so I’m guessing 
Cooper must have said something along the lines of “While 
your tendency to display your personality during games 
makes you a welcome outlier in a league in which 
individuality is frowned upon, I find some of the online 
reactions to your antics to be somewhat forced and 
inauthentic.” Or it also could have been an f-bomb. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (39-12-5, +56) — We found out this 
week that they’re going to get to host an outdoor game when 
they welcome the Capitals in a Stadium Series matchup next 
year. That’s cool and well-deserved. It’s another football 
stadium, which we’ve seen a million times, but you can trust 
Carolina fans to put their own stamp on the game. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (40-11-5, +61) — The loss to the 
Flames made it two in a row, their first losing streak since all 
the way back in early November. Nobody is remotely 
worried, but if these next two against the Islanders and 
Devils go sideways, then we may have an official slump. 
Carolina is up after that, which should be fun. 

And as for those Flames, well… 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — It’s time for another 
update in our season-long running subplot: Does Sean 
understand the Pittsburgh Penguins yet? 

The answer: No. Good talk everyone, thanks for coming to 
my meeting. 

This all started in the preseason when I called the Penguins 
my most confusing team. We’ve mentioned it a few times in 
this section, and the Pens actually dropped into the top five 
for one week back in January. They were on a five-game win 
streak that was about to hit six against the Coyotes, and I 
was finally feeling confident enough to call them a legitimate 
contender. 

Since then? Four straight losses, then four straight wins, 
then three straight losses, then three straight wins. In 
Friday’s send-a-message showdown with the Hurricanes, 
they split the difference and took one point with an overtime 
loss. Thanks guys, very helpful, not sending mixed 
messages at all here. 

The last win streak had been impressive, featuring decisions 
over the Rangers and Lightning plus the hotter-than-you-
think Blue Jackets. That’s the sort of stretch that makes you 
think the Penguins belong near the top of the rankings. But 
right before that they got blown out by the Devils, so… hey, 
have I made that the point that these guys are hard to figure 
out? 

Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin look great when they’re 
healthy, which they are these days, and we all knew that 

would happen. Tristan Jarry is back to being good after 
looking rough during the losing streak, and most of us sure 
weren’t sold on that one. Kris Letang is racking up points, 
and some GM this summer is going to pretend they knew 
that would happen and will keep happening. Then there’s an 
adequate blue line, the usually Donks and Flibbets up front, 
and just enough Jeff Carter for you to occasionally go “Oh 
right, the Penguins have Jeff Carter”. 

It all seems to set up for a big swing at the deadline, and 
they’ve got the cap space to pull something off. Will they? I 
hope it goes without saying that I have no idea. 

Meanwhile, the schedule stays tough this week, as they’ve 
got the Panthers, Golden Knights, and a Hurricanes rematch. 
If they run that table, I might even have to put them back in 
the top five. Or the bottom five. I’ll let you know if I figure it 
out. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

It wasn’t bad enough to get them into the bottom five, but we 
should talk about the Sharks losing 8-0 to the Predators. 
That seems bad. And it feels like a nice reminder that this 
team should be getting ready to sell. Corey’s piece says the 
only no-question untouchable is William Eklund, the 2021 
seventh-overall pick who played a few games earlier in the 
year. I think that’s accurate, which is a nice change for a 
trade post featuring the name Eklund. 

5. Ottawa Senators (19-31-5, -36) — We haven’t seen them 
in the bottom five since January, but you don’t get to give up 
eight goals to the worst team in the league without some 
consequences. They went into last night’s game in Vegas 
having lost four straight in regulation and looking as if the air 
seems to be leaking out of the balloon in Ottawa. They 
played well in that one, but Jack Eichel’s buzzer-beater 
made it five in a row. They’re in St. Louis tomorrow to finish 
off a brutally tough road trip. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (18-31-8, -35) — Craig Anderson’s quest 
for 300 wins continues, as he sat out yesterday’s loss to the 
Kings; John digs into Anderson’s story here. Depending on 
how this week goes, maybe he gets the milestone in 
Hamilton at next weekend’s Heritage Classic. 

Also, this was amazing: 

Unfortunately, the Sabres came out flat and got shut out, so 
the Pegulas had the kid fired. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (15-34-7, -77) — You cannot stop 
them, you can only hope to contain them, which you also 
cannot do. They swept Alberta and are in Vancouver for 
another win on Wednesday. They’ve got Seattle, 
Philadelphia and Arizona after that, which might cause some 
cognitive dissonance for Habs fans who had already 
resigned themselves cheering for lottery odds, but that’s for 
another day. 

Meanwhile, Julian McKenzie has some thoughts on Kent 
Hughes and his reluctance to use the word “rebuild.” No 
word on whether he’s comfortable using the word “dynasty.” 
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2. Seattle Kraken (17-36-5, -59) — Congratulations to 
captain Mark Giordano on playing his 1,000th game on 
Saturday (as well as to Toronto’s Wayne Simmonds, who hit 
the same milestone). We’ll see how many more he gets in 
Seattle with the deadline approaching; Ron Francis gives an 
update on his plans here. They looked respectable last night 
in Carolina, but a late Martin Necas goal turned a close one 
into another regulation loss, their 21st in their last 30 games. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (16-35-4, -66) — Two straight wins (and 
three of four) isn’t enough to dig them out of the basement, 
but that doesn’t mean we can’t celebrate Saturday’s 
ridiculous 8-5 win. What was more impressive, Nick 
Schmaltz becoming the only player in the league to have a 
seven-point game this year, or Shayne Gostisbehere being 
on the ice for all eight goals for and none of the ones 
against? 

These are the sort of games that a rebuilding team will have 
every once in a long while, and they’re worth savoring. 

Not ranked: Winnipeg Jets — It’s just not going to happen, is 
it? 

I was pretty close to all-in on the Jets this year, figuring it 
would finally be the season where a ton of offensive 
weapons, a good-enough blue line and one of the best three 
goalies in the world would add up to a powerhouse. 

I picked them to finish in the top five overall. They might not 
crack the top five in the Central. 

The coaching change hasn’t helped, with the Dave Lowry era 
barely hovering around fake .500. The offense has been 
middling, with only Kyle Connor having anything close to a 
breakout. The blue line hasn’t been good enough after all. 
Connor Hellebuyck has been mostly good, but not really 
great, and certainly as great as he’d need to be to make up 
for everything else. Even he’s gone cold lately. 

Through it all, they’ve been passed by the Stars and 
Canucks, and haven’t been able to gain much ground when 
the Ducks or Oilers stumbled. Dom has them under 10 
percent to make the playoffs, which isn’t “no hope” territory 
but feels like it. (Others are a bit more optimistic, but even 
they think Dallas is pulling away quickly.) Kevin Cheveldayoff 
is already laying the groundwork for a stand pat deadline, 
even as rumors percolate about the disappointing Mark 
Scheifele. 

Yikes. 

This week wasn’t an awful one, as the Jets were presented 
with two theoretically gimme games against the Coyotes and 
Canadiens and won both. They almost took a crucial 
regulation win against the Stars, only to give up a late tying 
goal and lose in overtime. Then last night, they played well 
enough to beat the Rangers but couldn’t get more than a 
lone goal past Igor Shesterkin despite 46 shots. 

It all adds up to a team that’s too far out of the race to get 
excited over, but just close enough that it doesn’t feel like big 
changes will come until the offseason. Sure, there have been 
injuries, especially Nikolaj Ehlers missing 19 games. Not 
many teams have had anything close to their full roster for 
most of the year, the Jets included. Many of those teams are 
still winning more games than they lose. 

The next stretch of schedule is a weird one, with a dozen 
games featuring six against bad teams (Devils, Islanders, 
Hawks, Senators, Coyotes, Sabres) but five against 
contenders (Lightning, Blues, Bruins, and the Knights twice), 
plus those mediocre Blue Jackets. That takes us up to and 
just past the deadline, so it feels like this is the make-or-
break few weeks for a team that’s already teetering on the 
brink. If it’s going to happen, it has to be right now.
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Loose pucks: The Metro playoff matchup we deserve, the Hurricanes get a boost from 
Jordan Staal and more 

By Sara Civian 

Folks, it appears we had it all wrong. 

We hyped up Thursday night’s Hurricanes-Capitals game for 
valid reasons: memories of 2019, both teams back in the 
Metro playoff race, the national broadcast and the outdoor 
game announcement. But the Canes’ foul trouble rendered 
the whole thing unwatchable, and the game disappointed in 
terms of the plot. The Caps cruised to a 4-0 victory, and you 
could see it coming from the start. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour summed it up well enough when I 
asked him for his general thoughts on his team’s 
performance after the game. 

“Not great.” 

I expected the same plotlessness Friday, more or less, as 
both the Penguins and the Canes were on the back ends of 
tough back-to-backs (the Penguins played the Lightning on 
Thursday) and the teams don’t have much juicy history. But 
the sold-out house full of Canes and Pens fans was the 
perfect backdrop for a physical thriller the Canes came back 
to win 3-2 in overtime. 

“We needed it,” said captain Jordan Staal, who scored two 
goals. “We needed an emotional game, I think. Usually, 
when we come into this building, the fans are always into it, 
especially against this team. It makes for an interesting night. 
Two teams that are at the top of the Metro, so yeah we were 
expecting a tough game.” 

I called it a lack of plot, but Staal’s talk of emotion shows 
what had really been missing. That’s expected during the 
dreaded dog days of the season, but you need a spark to get 
you going again at some point. For the Canes, that’s been 
the resurgence of the captain, a little bit of heart from the 
fans at PNC Arena, a little bit of spice from Vincent Trocheck 
and that Andrei Svechnikov hustle. 

So, maybe we were wrong in wanting a Caps-Canes first-
round matchup. I’ll take seven more of Friday night, please. 

More notes, thoughts and observations from the week: 

Loose pucks 

• Despite losing twice to start last week, the Canes are 7-1-1 
in their past nine games. It’s easy to live and die by the vibe 
after losses, but that’s, uh, not bad. As we said after the loss 
in D.C., it’s also good they got one stinker out of the way. I 
mean, look how they followed it up. They just played three 
games in four days and came out on top. Now they’re 
rewarded with two days of full rest and no games until 
Thursday. Right now, they’re 39-12-5, leading the Metro with 
a six-point margin and second leaguewide in both points 
percentage (.741) and points (83). Guess who they’re 
behind? Their next opponent, the Avalanche (.759 and 85). 

• Our 18-game national nightmare is over: Martin Necas has 
scored a goal. And not just any goal — the game-winner 
against the Kraken on Sunday. “I was trying to not count the 
games I hadn’t scored, but obviously I’d never had anything 
like this. It happens. The last few games, I started to feel a 

little better, getting more chances, and today it finally went in. 
It’s a good feeling and a great win.” He did look better the 
past few games, but sometimes that can be hard for us in the 
press box to interpret in the moment. He was getting more 
turnovers because he was actually trying to make something 
happen. He had sad body language on the bench because 
he actually cared. That’ll lead up to the slump-buster, not 
continuing to wear an invisibility cloak. 

• Freddie Andersen is day-to-day, and there are a few of 
those days here until the Canes have to play again, so he 
could be back against Colorado. “We’re not really sure (what 
happened). He just didn’t feel 100 percent,” Brind’Amour told 
color commentator Tripp Tracy before Sunday’s game. “Most 
players don’t feel 100 percent, but a goalie has to feel right if 
he’s going to be in there or he’s not going to be effective 
stopping the puck.” 

• Nostalgia has been running high at PNC Arena recently. 
Brock McGinn, Haydn Fleury, Morgan Geekie and John 
Forslund all returned to Raleigh this week for the first time 
since they left the Canes. 

• McGinn’s return was classic McGinn — no-nonsense, hard 
work and a nice video. 

• There was a “will they/won’t they” debate on Twitter leading 
up to Forslund’s tribute video, but the Canes did the right 
thing and it came out perfect. I’m told he genuinely 
appreciated it, as well as the standing ovation from the fans 
in attendance. 

• On the other hand, the Kraken healthy scratched Fleury for 
the second time against his old team. It’s honestly mind-
blowing to me. It’s not like these guys are on the road to the 
Cup or even a playoff spot, and they’d lost to Washington 
without Fleury in the lineup the night before. Maybe they’re 
just gearing up to trade him. I’d hope so, because he was 
thriving on the Ducks — playing a career-high 20:39 per 
game — before the Kraken took him, and he should be in his 
prime at 25 years old. 

• Fleury made the most of a bad situation, and it shows why 
he meant so much to some Canes fans. 

• Hot take of the week: Canes general manager Don Waddell 
is making the radio rounds, saying the Canes are 
considering adding a defenseman at the deadline. GMs 
revealing — or not — their intentions like that will always be 
interesting to me. I think it’s smart for a team like the Canes 
to get the word out there of what they’re looking for so teams 
that might not be on the obvious trade board can reach out 
with potential offerings. But why do I feel like the Canes 
should trade for a forward, not a defenseman? Am I 
traumatized by past-playoff secondary-scoring woes? 
Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter are doing just fine right now, 
but if either of them gets injured, the Canes could be back 
where they were last year. The exception would be adding a 
defenseman like Jakob Chychrun, who would also provide 
secondary scoring. But he’s the only one available of his 
caliber in that aspect. John Klingberg’s expensive, and he’s 
only got one goal this season. 
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• Gotcha of the week: Someone asked how concerned we 
should be about Jordan Staal’s lack of production in Jan. 
27’s Bag of Jerks. I said, “Honestly, I’ll be concerned about it 
the next time the Canes find themselves in a scoring drought 
and no one else is stepping up.” Now, when they’d been 
lacking “emotion,” he’s got five goals in the past eight games 
and 10 points in the past 13. I’ll take that from him. 

• Good guy of the week: 

• Guy’s guy of the week:  

• Tweet of the week: 

• Housekeeping: If you’d like to hang out with me and Tripp 
Tracy, clear your calendars for next Tuesday night and stay 
tuned.

 

 

 

Waddell not looking to change Hurricanes before NHL Trade Deadline 

GM doesn't 'really want to trade anybody off our team' in 
Q&A with NHL.com 

By Tom Gulitti 

The Carolina Hurricanes (39-12-5) lead the Metropolitan 
Division and the Eastern Conference with 83 points, they are 
first in the NHL in goals against per game (2.39), eighth in 
goals for per game (3.39), third on the power play (25.9 
percent) and first on the penalty kill (88.9 percent). 

So it's no surprise that the Hurricanes aren't looking to 
change much before the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline on 
March 21. 

"We like our team," general manager Don Waddell said 
Monday. "We don't really want to trade anybody off our team. 
Saying that, if there was a deal that made a lot of sense, 
we'd have to talk about it. But we don't have a lot of cap 
space." 

Waddell said he estimated the Hurricanes have about $1.8 
million in salary cap space and noted they are already using 
long-term injured reserve to exceed the $81.5 million cap. 
Carolina also doesn't have a first-round pick in the 2022 NHL 
Draft after giving it to the Montreal Canadiens as part of the 
compensation for signing restricted free agent forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet last 
summer. 

As a result, Waddell said he is limiting his pre-deadline 
shopping to depth defensemen. 

"We think if we can supplement our defense with the amount 
of money we have and not give up crazy assets, that's 
something we'd look at. But for us, the deadline might come 
and go without anything happening. The deadline is one of 
the most dangerous days in hockey because a lot of draft 
picks and a lot of players get traded around and at the end of 
the day only one team wins." 

Even if the Hurricanes don't add a defenseman, Waddell 
said he believes the defense is at least eight players deep 

with Tony DeAngelo (midsection) and Brendan Smith (upper 
body) each expected to return well before the start of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, and rookie Jalen Chatfield playing well 
in their absence. 

Waddell spoke to NHL.com about DeAngelo's and Smith's 
recoveries, goalie Frederik Andersen, the Hurricanes' center 
depth and expectations for the rest of the regular season and 
playoffs. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour said DeAngelo would probably miss 
around a month after he was injured against the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Feb. 21. Is that still the timetable? 

"Yeah. I talked to him today. He was in the gym again today. 
He's progressing well. We're in a spot where we're going to 
make the playoffs. Whether we get Tony back in March or 
the beginning of April, we need him for the stretch and for the 
playoffs. We're not in a situation where we need to rush 
anybody back from an injury." 

Smith participated in the morning skate before your game 
against the Seattle Kraken on Sunday. He was injured 
blocking a Danton Heinen shot off his head against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Feb. 20. How much longer will he be 
out?  

"We'll get through this week. We'll see how he is toward the 
end of the week. He has a little fracture there where he got 
hit by the puck. It's more of a comfort thing right now, putting 
his helmet on and that. There's no risk. It was just a little 
hairline fracture, but you always have to be careful with these 
things." 

Andersen didn't dress for the game against Seattle on 
Sunday. Were you playing it safe with him? 

"Yeah. He was on the ice full today. A lot teams would call it 
maintenance. He got hit in the game (in the first period 
against the Washington Capitals on Thursday) and just didn't 
feel great. No concussion or anything like that. He just didn't 
feel great, so we gave him a few days off. We have a lot of 
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hockey to play here. He backed up on Friday (against 
Pittsburgh). It was no problem. Then we decided to give him 
the weekend off and brought in [Alex Lyon] to back up." 

Your tandem with Andersen (29-8-2, 2.08 goals-against 
average, .928 save percentage, three shutouts) and Antti 
Raanta (9-3-2, 2.47 GAA, .911 save percentage, one 
shutout) seems to have worked out pretty well? 

"Yeah, it's been a good tandem, a real good tandem. They 
complement each other and work well together." 

Andersen was unable to get past the first round of the 
playoffs during his four seasons with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs before signing with Carolina last summer, but he 
helped the Anaheim Ducks reach the 2015 Western 
Conference Final. Do you think with the way your team plays 
in front of him, he might be in better situation to have 
postseason success? 

"I think we defend very well in front of him and we're also a 
team that's capable of scoring goals. So right now, you don't 
want to compare with when he was anyplace else, but with 
our team, he knows he has to be, obviously, good, but we're 
not going to need to shut out teams every night. We're going 
to score. So I think that's a nice confidence boost for the 
goalie, knowing he's going to get goal support from the 
offense." 

When you look at your center depth with Sebastian Aho, 
Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal, Kotkaniemi and Derek 
Stepan, that appears to be one of your biggest strengths. 
That allowed to you move Kotkaniemi to left wing again 
recently. Do you see him as a center or a wing? 

"He's much better at center. At the beginning of the year, we 
played him on the wing, and he was totally lost playing wing 
in a new system. We moved him back to center and he really 
got going. So now when you get going and you know the 
system, you can play him [at wing] once in a while, but he's a 
true centerman." 

But it's a pretty good luxury to have with him as your fourth 
center? 

"Yeah, you've got Aho, Trocheck, Staal and Stepan that has 
played well for us. With Jesperi, if you look at his points per 
minutes (1.98 per 60 minutes 5-on-5), it's pretty impressive 
because he doesn't play a lot of minutes, but I think he's got 
11 goals. So there's definitely offense there." 

What's one thing you are hoping to see from your team down 
the stretch? 

"I'd still like to see our young guys continue to grow. Marty 
Necas went through a real stretch (18 games without a goal) 
before he scored last game. Seth Jarvis has made good 
strides for a young player in the League. He hit a little wall 
maybe for a couple weeks there, but these games are 
starting to be like playoff games. We had a game against 
Pittsburgh on Friday that was outstanding. We got down 2-0 
and came back to win the game (3-2 in overtime) and it was 
a playoff atmosphere game. So you'd like to see these guys 
continue to take that next step playing these hard games 
before you get to the playoffs." 

After reaching 2019 Eastern Conference Final, you ran into 
some good teams in the playoffs (Boston Bruins in 2020 and 
Tampa Bay Lightning last season) and haven't been able to 
win more than one series in a postseason. Are the 
expectations raised to do more this postseason? 

"We went through years where we didn't make the playoffs 
and now we've gotten in there the last three years. That's 
what we talked about at the beginning of the year. Our goal 
isn't to make the playoffs. Our goal is to go all the way, and 
you need a lot of things to happen. You need to stay healthy, 
you've got to play good hockey, and you need some luck. It's 
hard to do, obviously. There are 32 teams that are trying to 
do the same thing every year. So that's always the goal to 
make a deep run in the playoffs. 

The NHL announced last week that the Hurricanes will host 
the Capitals in the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium on the 
campus of North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, on Feb. 18. How exciting is it to know that the 
Hurricanes will play in their first outdoor game? 

"It's a tremendous opportunity for us to continue to grow the 
game in this region because we're having our best year ever 
attendance-wise. Our fans have really responded. But now 
you have an opportunity to showcase not just the product 
and the NHL on the whole, but everything that goes on with 
an outdoor game through the whole region that we live in, 
you know, the triangle with Chapel Hill and Durham. So 
we're tremendously excited about it, very proud to be able to 
host it and looking forward to it, for sure."
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2021-22 NHL Awards Watch: Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Vezina, Selke, Calder? 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The beauty of the NHL Awards is that they not only 
encourage debate about on-ice performance but also 
existential arguments about who should be or should not be 
eligible to win said awards. 

(Beauty in this case very much being in the eye of the 
beholder.) 

Can the Hart Trophy be awarded to a goalie who plays less 
than 70% of the time? Should the Norris Trophy go to the 
best all-around defenseman or one having an historic 
offensive season while overcoming defensive deficiencies? 
Can a winger win the Selke Trophy? Like, ever? 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for March. We've polled 
a selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association 
voters anonymously to get a sense of where the wind is 
blowing for the current leaders. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, 
Calder, Selke and Lady Byng; broadcasters vote for the Jack 
Adams; and general managers handle the Vezina. Also keep 
in mind the unofficial "you gotta be in it to win it" protocol for 
the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick 
and Evolving Hockey, and are as of the games of March 6. 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, 
Edmonton Oilers (79 points) 
Watch out for: Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida Panthers (77 
points) 
Sleeper: Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames (73 points) 

Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leader: Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs (40 
goals) 
Watch out for: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (38 goals) 
Sleeper: Chris Kreider, New York Rangers (38 goals) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Auston Matthews, C, Toronto Maple Leafs 
Finalists: Jonathan Huberdeau, LW, Florida Panthers; Igor 
Shesterkin, G, New York Rangers 

The story here is less about Matthews leading the vote than 
Shesterkin being significantly behind him in voter support. 

The Rangers goalie is having one of the most dominant 
seasons we've ever seen. He has a .942 save percentage, 
1.93 goals-against average and a 28-6-3 record, a.k.a. being 
responsible for 78% of the Rangers' wins this season 
through 56 games. 

The Rangers' underlying numbers for most of the season 
were a horror show, ranking near the bottom of the league in 

5-on-5 metrics like percentage shares of shot attempts and 
scoring chances. They've nudged up a little bit in recent 
weeks, but that doesn't do anything to dispel the notion that 
Shesterkin has carried them to a playoff seed this season -- 
despite some outstanding seasons from players like goal-
scoring forward Chris Kreider and reigning Norris winner 
Adam Fox. 

But that impact hasn't translated to Hart Trophy support. 
Shesterkin appeared atop just two of our voters' ballots for 
MVP. A few of our respondents noted that his work rate was 
a consideration. That's quickly become the focal point of the 
Shesterkin Hart Trophy debate: How many games does a 
goalie need to play in order to be considered for MVP 
honors? 

Montreal Canadiens goalie Carey Price won the Hart in 
2014-15 by playing 80% of his team's games. Montreal's 
Jose Theodore won it in 2001-02 by appearing in 82% of the 
Habs' games. Dominik Hasek won the award twice for the 
Buffalo Sabres: In 1996-97 (82%) and in 1997-98, in which 
he appeared in 89% of their games! Shesterkin has 
appeared in 66% of the Rangers' games through Monday. 
That's not an insignificant number, but also not on the level 
of the other recent goalies to win the Hart. 

Two questions will ultimately determine his worthiness for the 
Hart. First, if the enormity of his statistical achievements 
trumps those games-played concerns. His .942 save 
percentage would be the second highest in NHL history for 
goalies with at least 40 games played, behind Toronto's 
Hockey Hall of Famer Jacques Plante in 1970-71 (.944). 

I mean, if you want a narrative, there's your narrative. 

Second, and this is a more philosophical question: Should 
the NHL's shift away from having goalies play upwards of 70 
games -- no goalie has hit that benchmark since Cam Talbot 
in 2016-17 -- force a reconsideration of these subjective 
games-played standards for goalies vis-à-vis the Hart 
Trophy? 

It'll be interesting to see how voters eventually tackle both of 
those questions when the ballots are due. 

Matthews, meanwhile, was named atop nine voters' ballots. 
Through Monday, he had appeared in 52 of Toronto's 55 
games. His 70 points were 12 more than anyone else on the 
team. His 39 goals were 18 more than any other Leafs 
player. He leads the NHL in both goals scored above 
average (22.1) and wins above replacement (3.9). The worse 
the Leafs look, the more heavy lifting Matthews appears to 
be doing. And boy, have the Leafs looked bad at times in 
recent weeks. 

Matthews has never won the Hart Trophy, and crowning a 
new king is always a sirens' song for voters. He was second 
for the MVP last season, a campaign where he won his first 
goal-scoring title. He could do it again this season -- and 
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based on the current voting trends, walk away with the big 
prize, too. 

There were other names in the mix on ballots. Johnny 
Gaudreau of the Calgary Flames has a gaudy 71 points in 54 
games, although not with the same separation from his 
teammates as Matthews. Connor McDavid of the Edmonton 
Oilers might once again have an MVP-level statistical season 
only to see his team fall short of the playoffs. 

But the other candidate in our top three is Huberdeau, who is 
third in points per game (1.38) behind McDavid and Oilers 
teammate Leon Draisaitl. He also had substantial separation 
between himself (76 points) and the team's next highest 
leading scorer (Aleksander Barkov and Sam Reinhart, both 
with 52 points). 

There's an interesting divergence between Huberdeau's 
traditional stats and his analytics, however. He's 37th in 
goals scored above average (11.5), as his offensive 
performance was balanced by sub-replacement level 
defense at 5-on-5. That's the reason Dom Luszczyszyn 
recently had him outside of his top 10 for the Hart, which 
notably drew the ire of Huberdeau's agent Allan Walsh. 

One name missing from [checks notes] every single ballot 
was the player who led the MVP race in last month's Awards 
Watch: Alex Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals. 

He's cooled off by Alex Ovechkin standards, with five goals 
and five assists in his last 10 games. Washington hasn't 
climbed up the standings much either. But in February, he 
was named atop the same number of ballots as Matthews, 
and now he's off the radar. 

Wonder what happened... 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 
Finalists: Victor Hedman, Tampa Bay Lightning; Roman Josi, 
Nashville Predators 

The Norris race hasn't changed since the last ballot. Which 
means it remains Cale Makar's Norris Trophy to lose. 

Entering Monday, Makar held a slim one-point scoring lead 
over Josi, while his plus-36 was second in the NHL. His 1.15 
points-per-game average would make this the highest 
scoring campaign for a defenseman in an 82-game season 
since Ray Bourque's 1.26 points per game in 1993-94, when 
he won his fifth and final Norris Trophy. 

Makar is averaging more ice time (25:11 per game) than he 
has in his previous two seasons, including increased penalty 
killing time. There's still a significant imbalance between his 
offensive prowess and his defensive effectiveness, which is 
slowly improving but below average relative to his 
teammates. 

I was speaking with someone at the Sloan MIT Sports 
Analytics Conference last weekend who lamented that the 
Norris Trophy often feels like someone is designated the 
winner before the season and then ends up winning it, no 
matter their worthiness. We've discussed this before 
regarding Makar, whose Norris win this season has felt 
inevitable since he finished second for the award to Fox last 
season. 

But Victor Hedman might have the last say on that. 

Hedman was right behind Makar in our survey of voters, 
finishing one first-place nomination behind the Avalanche 
defender. This would be Hedman's sixth straight finalist 
nomination for the Norris, which is something none of his 
contemporaries -- Drew Doughty, Duncan Keith, Erik 
Karlsson -- accomplished. The fact that he's got only one 
Norris win in that span (2017-18) is glaring within the context 
of his career. 

Are voters undervaluing one of the best defensemen the 
NHL has ever seen? Or is it just an honor to be nominated? 

He's built another sturdy case: 56 points in 55 games, 25:23 
in average ice time. His play is more well-rounded than that 
of Makar: He doesn't just play more shorthanded than Makar 
(1:50), but those are more impactful minutes, too. 

But the biggest difference between the two might be in 
quality of teammates. Makar has played well over 550 
minutes at 5-on-5 with Devon Toews, who might have a 
Norris case of his own if he wasn't blurred on the edges of 
Makar's spotlight. While Hedman has seen some time with 
Mikhail Sergachev, that majority of his 5-on-5 play has been 
with Jan Rutta, who is not Devon Toews. 

Josi finally landed atop one of our voters' ballots, and he also 
has a tremendous case with 59 points in 53 games, skating 
25:13 per game. His 187 shots leads all defensemen. His 
defensive partners have been Dante Fabbro, Alex Carrier, 
Matt Benning and Philippe Myers. His performance in the 
power play has actually been better than Hedman and 
Makar, despite not playing in the same offensive sandbox as 
far as quality of teammates. His performance on the penalty 
kill isn't up to either Hedman's or Makar's performance this 
season. 

Josi won the Norris in 2019-20. Ask around Nashville, as I 
did during the Stadium Series game, and you'll find a lot of 
people convinced he should win it again. 

Our hearts go out to Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad, 
Rangers defenseman Adam Fox and Pittsburgh Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang. If the NHL ever expands the field 
for the Norris like the Oscars did for Best Picture, you would 
all be finalists. But barring injury, it's going to be hard to 
break through the three names we have listed here. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Moritz Seider, D, Detroit Red Wings 
Finalists: Lucas Raymond, LW, Detroit Red Wings; Trevor 
Zegras, C, Anaheim Ducks 

There are three forwards all within two points of one another 
atop the rookie scoring leaderboard. Yet based on our 
survey of voters, defenseman Moritz Seider has gone all 
"Out of the way, boys!" and pushed his way to the top of the 
Calder Trophy race. 

Make no mistake: Mo Seider has more than earned his 
candidacy. He is demonstrably the best rookie defenseman 
in the league. His offensive output (0.73 points per game) 
may not be on the level of Cale Makar's when the Avalanche 
defenseman won the Calder (0.88), but it would rank as the 
third highest in the past 20 years. His 23:02 average time on 
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ice is more than two minutes better than any other rookie 
who has played at least 50 games. 

He plays in all situations and does it well. He's played with a 
variety of defensive partners, so his success hasn't been 
propped up by one of them. Perhaps the greatest testament 
to Seider's performance this season is how he has 
overshadowed his teammate Raymond on these ballots, 
considering Raymond's own incredible rookie campaign: 43 
points in 56 games for a 19-year-old. 

Of course, Raymond has also been overshadowed by 
Zegras, but who hasn't in the NHL this season? The darling 
of highlight reels, the star of mini-documentaries, the player 
the NHL invited to the All-Star Game despite not being 
named to the All-Star Game. Zegras has the numbers to 
back up his case, with 42 points in 52 games. He was the 
clear second choice for our voters, and clearly has the most 
buzz of any rookie this season. 

Among the other candidates to watch: Michael Bunting, the 
Leafs' 26-year-old rookie who leads all rookies with 45 points 
and will continue to rack up them up playing with their top 
offensive stars; Florida forward Anton Lundell, who is a plus-
30; Predators forward Tanner Jeannot, who has 18 goals; 
and Boston goalie Jeremy Swayman, who has a .927 save 
percentage but only 26 games played. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 
Finalists: Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes; Jacob 
Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

Shesterkin was the only goalie named on our voters' ballots. 
Will Shesterkin be a unanimous winner of the Vezina 
Trophy? 

The goalie that came closest to that feat recently was Carey 
Price in his Hart Trophy-winning 2014-15 season, when he 
led the league in save percentage (.933) and goals-against 
average (1.96). Even then, he earned 27 of 30 possible first-
place votes. 

But Shesterkin is a slam dunk to win the Vezina at this point. 
One more note on the Rangers' goalie: Occasionally, you 
can make the argument that a goalie is the product of his 
team's system. To prove this point, one just has to look at 
the backup goalie's numbers to see if they're getting similar 
results. Well, Alexandar Georgiev has a .897 save 
percentage with a 3.05 goals-against average. 

So, in summary: Shesterkin for Vezina. 

As dominant as Shesterkin has been, there are other goalies 
having exemplary seasons. Andersen has thrived in the 
Hurricanes' system, with a .928 save percentage. He's a 
distant second in goals saved above average (35.3) behind 
Shesterkin (48.1). 

Third in that metric is Juuse Saros of the Nashville Predators 
(27.4), who has started 46 of their 55 games. He could easily 
be a Vezina finalist -- frankly, he should have been one last 
season -- but we think Markstrom gets the nod here. He has 
the numbers, including a league-best eight shutouts, and will 
be a proxy for the Flames' success. 

Other goalies in contention: Tristan Jarry of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Andrei Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning 
and potentially Thatcher Demko of the Vancouver Canucks, 
depending on the fate of his team's playoff push. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, C, Boston Bruins 
Finalists: Aleksander Barkov, C, Florida Panthers; Elias 
Lindholm, C, Calgary Flames 

Things are looking good for the Bruins captain for a fifth 
Selke win, breaking a tie with Bob Gainey and setting an 
NHL record. Bergeron was first on all but two of our voters' 
ballots. 

The Bruins have a 1.44 expected goals against per 60 
minutes and a .932 save percentage when Bergeron is on 
the ice. He wins 62.3% of his faceoffs as well. He has the 
reputation, with 10 straight Selke Trophy nominations, and 
he's got the numbers to back up his case. 

Barkov and Lindholm are the other two players to receive 
first-place votes. Lindholm is an impressive defensive player, 
but he might not even be the top defensive forward on a 
team with Mikael Backlund and Matthew Tkachuk. 

Barkov won the Selke last season. He has some impressive 
traditional stats, including four short-handed goals and a 
faceoff winning percentage of 56.1%. But his underlying 
numbers don't support his case like they do Tampa Bay 
Lightning forward Anthony Cirelli, Dallas Stars forward 
Roope Hintz and Bruins winger Brad Marchand, all of whom 
are likely more deserving of a Selke nod this season. 

But the Selke is notoriously reputation-based. Barkov has a 
shot as a finalist. Don't discount another previous winner in 
Ryan O'Reilly of the St. Louis Blues, either. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy 
for gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-
ice officials or by the National Hockey League Players' 
Association. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin won the 
award last season, and we'd like to see the trend of a 
defenseman winning continue. Dallas Stars defenseman Esa 
Lindell plays 22:22 per game and has six penalty minutes. 
Los Angeles Kings defenseman Mikey Anderson plays 20:05 
per game and Nick Holden of the Ottawa Senators plays 
20:02 on average, and both have six penalty minutes so far. 
Very nice, very gentlemanly. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this 
award. 

Leader: Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames 
Finalists: Rod Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes; Andrew 
Brunette, Florida Panthers 

Two-thirds of our voters had Sutter atop their ballots. We all 
knew he'd eventually make the Flames a better defensive 
team in his first full season, and their goals-against average 
has dropped from 2.86 last season to 2.44. What we didn't 
anticipate was a Darryl Sutter team going from 2.77 goals 
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per game to 3.47 (!) this season, as the Flames lead the 
Pacific Division. Sutter's looking for his first Jack Adams, so 
there's a little career achievement aspect to this too. 

Brind'Amour just won this award last season, and he has the 
Hurricanes at the top of the league defensively (2.39 goals 
against per game) and eighth in scoring (3.39 goals per 
game). His players love him. His opponents respect him. 
He's great for a quote. But we haven't had back-to-back Jack 
Adams winners since Jacques Demers for the Red Wings in 
1986-87 and 1987-88. 

Brunette is an interesting one. The Panthers continued to 
play the systems that were established under former coach 
Joel Quenneville. When Brunette was elevated to interim 

head coach following Quenneville's resignation in October 
2021, the Panthers were 7-0-0. He has since gone 30-13-5 
and has the Panthers at the top of the NHL in scoring (4.13 
goals per game, the only team over four goals per game on 
average). He's managed the lineup well, and also deserves 
credit for managing the emotions after Quenneville's 
departure. 

Among the other candidates: Colorado Avalanche coach 
Jared Bednar, Vancouver Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau, 
Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper, New York Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant, Minnesota Wild coach Dean Evason 
and Pittsburgh Penguins coach Mike Sullivan.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Bruins looking like contenders again; Stars keep winning 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings there are 
no changes in the top five with Colorado, Carolina, Tampa 
Bay, Calgary, and Florida holding firm in their spots. The 
Boston Bruins and Los Angeles Kings keep inching their way 
up with their recent strong play, while the Dallas Stars 
continue to solidify their place in the playoff race with some 
of their best hockey of the season. 

The Bruins are the team that really stands out this week 
(climbing to the No. 7 spot) given their recent play. They 
enter the week with an 8-2-1 mark over their past 11 games. 
They have played four potential playoff teams during that 
stretch, going 3-0-1 in those games and outscoring them by 
an 18-5 margin. Pretty good numbers. They still have a 
quartet of elite players at the top of the lineup (Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak, and Charlie 
McAvoy) while Jeremy Swayman has really solidified things 
in goal. They are also getting some important secondary 
scoring from players like Jake DeBrusk, Craig Smith, and 
Erik Haula. Do not rule them out in the Eastern Conference. 

We take a look at them and every other team in this week’s 
rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). They did lose two 
games this week, but the second was a tough overtime loss 
to Calgary in a potential Western Conference Final preview. 
Colorado has lost consecutive games in regulation just once 
all season (Game Nos. 2-4). Even great teams lose a couple 
of games. Still the NHL’s best team. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 2). They are so good and so 
many of their top players are just entering the prime of their 
careers right now. They are going to be here for a long time. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 3). Outside of that loss to 
Pittsburgh they have looked incredible over the past month. 
So much talent and an elite goalie. 

4. Calgary Flames (LW: 4). They are looking like a team you 
are not going to want to face in the playoffs. Just dominant 
right now. 

5. Florida Panthers (LW: 5). We do not talk enough about 
how good Sam Reinhart has been for them. Point per game 
player since coming over from Buffalo this offseason. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 9). They earned three out of 
four points in a back-to-back, on the road, against Tampa 
Bay and Carolina. Very impressive stretch even if they did let 
a two goal lead slip away against the Hurricanes. 

7. Boston Bruins (LW: 11). If Jeremy Swayman can keep his 
hold on the top spot this is going to be a nightmare opponent 
in the playoffs with the way they defend. 

8. New York Rangers (LW: 10). Igor Shesterkin should not 
only be the NHL MVP, it should not even a debate. Or a 
close vote. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 6). They better hope Jack 
Campbell figures it out. They are going to have to face 
Tampa Bay or Florida in the First Round and they are going 
to need better goaltending than this. 

10. St. Louis Blues (LW: 7). They will go as far as their 
goaltending, specifically Ville Husso, allows them to go. 
Good team, but that is a big question. 
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11. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 12). The offseason additions of 
Viktor Arvidsson and Philip Danault has really accelerated 
the rebuild. 

12. Dallas Stars (LW: 13). Maybe they are starting to find 
some consistency. They are 14-4-1 over their past 19 games 
and starting to really establish themselves as a playoff team. 

13. Minnesota Wild (LW: 8). They are fighting it right now. 
The good news is there is still time to correct it. 

14. Washington Capitals (LW: 14). Vitek Vanecek is doing 
his part to prove to the front office a goalie upgrade is not on 
their trade deadline shopping list. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 17). When healthy, they are 
great on paper. We have not really seen them healthy this 
season, and as a result, have not really seen a great team. 
Yet. 

16. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 18). Bruce Boudreau is a heck 
of a coach. They are 20-8-4 with him since replacing Travis 
Green. Would they actually add instead of sell? 

17. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 15). Remember that five-game 
winning streak when it looked like they turned things around? 
They are 2-4-1 since then.  

18. Nashville Predators (LW: 16). Yeah, they crushed San 
Jose, but that loss to Seattle is going to hurt. Can not lose 
that game when you are fighting for a playoff spot. 

19. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 20). Nikolaj Ehlers being back will 
help, but it is not going to make up that much ground in the 
standings. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 19). Patrik Laine keeps 
rolling. If they get him signed long term there is a nice future 
here. 

21. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 23). Every team competing with 
them for a playoff spot has multiple games in hand on them. 
That is going to be their problem the rest of the way. Valiant 
effort this season. Not quite there yet. 

22. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 21). They are running out of 
steam, but the core of players that will make them 
contenders again is in place. 

23. New York Islanders (LW: 22). The lack of offense has 
finally caught up to them, among other things. 

24. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 26). They have won seven out 
of their past eight games and beaten St. Louis, Calgary, 
Edmonton, and Toronto along the way. It is crazy the impact 
Martin St. Louis has had on this team already. 

25. New Jersey Devils (LW: 28). Jesper Bratt‘s development 
has been a huge bright spot this season. 

26. San Jose Sharks (LW: 26). Erik Karlsson‘s injury has 
been too much to overcome this season. They are just 3-7-5 
since he exited the lineup. 

27. Ottawa Senators (LW: 24). Just when it looked like Matt 
Murray had turned things around he hit another ugly stretch 
of hockey. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 27). There should be no 
untouchable players on this roster in trade talks. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). The worst thing about this 
season would be if the front office thinks it is a fluke and they 
can compete again next season. Not sure that is going to 
happen. 

30. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 31). Is Tage Thompson‘s season 
the result of him finally having a breakout season, or simply a 
matter of “somebody has to score some goals.” Somebody is 
going to get top minutes, and top power play time, and finish 
as the leading scorer, even on bad teams. 

31. Seattle Kraken (LW: 30). The Kraken should be 
aggressive at the trade deadline in terms of shopping 
players. Not sure their “core” is in place yet. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). They have beaten the 
Avalanche twice this season. That is stunning.
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About Last Night: Cracking the Kraken 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Seattle Kraken 3-2 
Sunday night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Seattle Kraken 3-2 
Sunday night at PNC Arena thanks to Martin Necas’ go-
ahead goal — breaking an 18-game long goal drought. 

It was a tight, back-and-forth affair Sunday night, but the 
Canes came out ahead thanks to special teams and some 
solid goaltending. 

With Frederik Andersen sidelined with a minor injury, it will 
be up to Antti Raanta to carry the load for a little bit and he 
came through again with a 28-save performance. 

The Hurricanes also won the special teams battle, notching 
two power play goals while conceding just one against. 

Let’s take a closer look at some of the biggest factors in last 
night’s win. 

Martin Necas 

The last month or so had been a real struggle for Necas.  

An 18-game goal drought, while not the longest the 
Hurricanes have seen this season, is a brutal stretch for any 
player and especially one as young and talented as Necas 
is.  

His last goal, dating back to January 15, was “a bardown 
birthday goal.” A beautiful snipe off the rush very much 
accustom to the dazzle we’ve come to expect from him. 

But then Necas entered COVID-19 protocol and was 
sidelined for the next two games. 

Since then, he had just seven points in 18 games, all assists 
— five of which were primary at least — but it was apparent 
that something was off.  

We still don’t know the long-term effects of COVID-19 on 
players, but we’ve seen plenty of examples of players taking 
a while to get back to “full-speed” after an infection. 

Maybe Necas was dealing with some lingering issues from 
then or perhaps there was a different nagging injury. We may 
never know, but what has been apparent is that Necas’ 
compete level has definitely been more noticeable in the last 
couple of games. 

And finally, he got one to go. 

“I was trying to not count the games I haven’t scored,” Necas 
said, “but it gets a little bit in your head. I don’t think in my 
career I’ve ever waited that long for a goal, but it happens. 
The last few games I started feeling a little better and getting 

more chances. Today it finally went in. It’s a good feeling. 
Great win. Let’s just bring more.” 

It was one of those goals you need to break a slump. Going 
to the net and cleaning up a rebound in front. Not glamorous 
nor pretty, but they all count the same and this one was a 
game-winner to boot. 

Hopefully Necas continues to improve, because the Canes 
really need him to start showing up more consistently. 

Goaltending 

It was announced at the morning skate before the game that 
Frederik Andersen was dealing with a minor injury. Nothing 
serious, but one where they’d like to let him take some time 
off to rest. 

So, because of that, it’s going to be Antti Raanta’s net here 
for a little bit. 

And it seems it couldn’t have come at a better time, because 
Raanta is rolling as of late. 

Raanta is 3-0-1 in his last four starts (should be 4-0-0 but his 
team let him down in Detroit), and has made some really 
excellent saves in those games. 

He’s tracking the puck well, has fluid and explosive lateral 
movement and is just coming up with those big-time stops 
when the team needs him.  

“I think the last month pretty much since the New Jersey 
game it’s been feeling good, starting from practice,” Raanta 
said after last night’s win. “It took a little while to adjust 
myself to this team and get myself going, but now when you 
get those games and the good results and good 60 minutes, 
obviously it bumps up the confidence. You go to practice and 
just try to keep it there and build it up. When the game starts, 
you don’t have to think. You just go there and play the game. 
It’s way more fun doing that than going there and thinking 
about what’s going to happen. You just go there and play the 
game. You don’t wait for something to happen. You don’t 
wait to make one huge save and then go ‘Ok, now I’m in.’ It’s 
just you go there and make yourself the game and try to 
make the saves. The guys are helping me a lot, so that’s 
huge. It’s nice to play behind those guys.” 

He’s more than doing his part to help the team win and when 
you have a guy playing as well as Raanta is alongside a 
Vezina-candidate in Andersen, that’s huge. 

The Hurricanes are stacked in net and it’s probably been a 
long time since Carolina fans felt this secure with the 
goaltending position.  

Power Play 
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Despite missing their electric powerplay quarterback, Tony 
DeAngelo, the Hurricanes have to be feeling good about the 
state of their power play.  

With two tallies last night — one from each unit — it’s safe to 
say that the Canes may be getting their swagger back on the 
man advantage. 

The biggest difference has hands down been the play of 
Teuvo Teravainen.  

Teravainen is tied for fifth in the entire league for power play 
points with 25.  

Since returning from injury, Teravainen has 10 power play 
points, was on a nine-game point streak and has scored five 
goals. The Canes PP struggled without him and is now 
thriving with him. It’s pretty easy to see the common factor. 

He’s been lights out for Carolina all season and is one of the 
most underrated players in the league.  

Outside of Teravainen though, the elevated play of Andrei 
Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho has also helped heat up the 
power play and the unit will only get better when DeAngelo 
finally returns. 

It was also good to see the second unit finally get on the 
board again. It can be difficult for the second unit because 
they typically have to start on the fly and need to establish 
zone entries, but they got it done. 

It took some patience by the Hurricanes and some hard work 
in front, but it all paid off in the end.  

Necas, Ethan Bear and Seth Jarvis do a good job in 
facilitating the puck movement in the triangle, but the real 
work comes from down low by Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino 
Niederreiter. 

Jarvis getting on the board is also a huge plus because he’s 
had some troubles of his own as of late, so hopefully the 
young rookie can continue to improve his game.

 

Wolves win three straight, Drury records first pro hat trick 

Chicago helped solidify its monster lead on first place in the 
Central Division with three straight wins 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 33-10-4-4 (74 points; 1st in Central Division; 3rd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.37 

Goals Against/Game: 2.57 

Shots/Game: 35.75 

Shots Against/Game: 25.92 

Power Play % (Rank): 20.0% (T-13th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 84.0% (4th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (68) 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (30) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (46) 

Next Game: Wednesday, March 9 @ Grand Rapids 

(stats as of March 6, 2022)  

Game 49: Wolves 5, Stars 3 

Pyotr Kochetkov’s second career AHL start began just as 
inauspiciously as his first, as he surrendered a goal on his 
first shot faced. Just eight seconds into play, Stars forward 
Josh Melnick beat Wolves defenseman Josh Jacobs to the 
net and scored.  

That goal set a new Wolves franchise record for fastest goal 
against. The previous record was 15 seconds, scored by 
Greg Pankewicz from the Manitoba Moose in 1998. The goal 
was also the fastest scored to start a game in Texas Stars 
history, as well.  

The rough start for the Wolves woke them up quickly 
enough, however, as they began being much more active. 
While the Stars continued to dominate in terms of shots, the 
Wolves did a better job of sweeping pucks away rather than 
allowing flurries of shots. At times, a minute or more would 
go by without the Stars recording a scoring chance. The 
Wolves also had several near misses, with Stefan Noesen 
and Cavan Fitzgerald both nearly beating the goalie.  

At 7:21, Noesen scored on the Wolves’ fourth shot of the 
game and their first shot in approximately three minutes. 
More delightful than the Wolves tying the game, however, is 
the breakout pass from Kochetkov to Max Lajoie, giving 
Kochetkov his first North American point.  

The Stars retook the lead shortly after Noesen’s goal, 
scoring on the power play. This broke a five game streak 
where the Wolves were perfect on the penalty kill. Overall, 
the Wolves struggled at times with puck control in this game, 
with many passes going awry or pucks being missed or 
whiffed on during scoring chances.  

The Wolves came out stronger in the second period, 
however, capitalizing more quickly on the Stars’ mistakes. 
Early in the second period, CJ Smith tied the game again 
after lifting a puck over a sprawling Matt Jurusik.  

Ryan Suzuki added his fourth goal of the season later in the 
period, taking advantage of a perfectly placed rebound. Jack 
Drury increased the Wolves’ lead; midway through the 
period, Drury bullied his way into the zone while the Wolves 
were shorthanded. During a chaotic play, Jurusik lost his 
stick, a referee went down behind the net, and Drury found a 
rebound to give the Wolves their fourth goal of the evening.  

While the penalty kill surrendered a goal quickly after Drury’s 
tally, the Wolves didn’t give up the lead. Maxim Letunov 
scored on a delayed penalty after picking up a loose puck in 
front of the Stars net, recording the final goal of the game.  

For the Wolves, resilience was key in this game. They were 
coming off of a weird weekend of games in Manitoba, where 
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a potential game-winner got called back in overtime, only to 
step into this game and immediately get scored on. Head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky was glad to see his team battle back 
from the questionable start.  

“That was something we talked about,” Warsofsky said after 
the game. “We’ve got to be resilient, we’ve got to have some 
mental toughness because things are gonna go wrong. In 
the playoffs things are gonna go wrong. It’s gonna be a bad 
call. It’s gonna hit a stanchion. It’s gonna be a bad bounce. 
So we need to have the mental awareness and mental 
toughness to battle through it, stick together as a group, and 
continue to work.” 

Scoring: Ryan Suzuki, 1 G; CJ Smith, 1 G; Jack Drury, 1 G; 
Maxim Letunov, 1 G; Stefan Noesen, 1 G; Max Lajoie, 1 A; 
Stelio Mattheos, 1 A; Eric Williams, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 
1 A; Artyom Serikov, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Jesper 
Sellgren, 1 A; Pyotr Kochetkov, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 31 of 34, 0.912 sv%  

Game 50: Wolves 2, Stars 1 

Kochetkov got his second consecutive start on Saturday and 
recorded his third career AHL win with a stellar performance, 
including stopping all 13 shots he faced in a frantic second 
period.  

While the Stars opened scoring in the first and were largely 
the better team throughout the game, the Wolves walked 
away winners thanks to goals in the second and third periods 
from David Gust and Stefan Noesen. Gust in particular 
continued on a strong run of recent play. Including the next 
day’s game against Iowa, Gust has points in eight of his last 
10.  

In an attempt to spark some life on the team, Warsofsky 
changed up some of the lines, which have been largely 
consistent for most of the season. Spencer Smallman and 
Stefan Noesen joined Jack Drury, while CJ Smith and Josh 
Leivo moved around to play with Andrew Poturalski. Those 
new look lines stayed consistent throughout the weekend, as 
well.  

Warsofsky credited Kochetkov’s performance with helping 
the Wolves stay competitive while the team struggled to put 

shots on net. “We probably didn’t deserve to win that game, 
but Pyotr, I think, stole us that hockey game,” Warsofsky 
said.  

Stefan Noesen’s goal was the 30th of the season for the 
veteran forward, scored over the course of 45 games. He’s 
the fastest Wolves player to reach 30 goals since Brett 
Sterling in the 2006-07 season.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 1 G; David Gust, 1 G; Ryan Suzuki, 
1 A; Eric Williams, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 
1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 30 of 31, 0.968 sv%  

Game 51: Wolves 5, Wild 3 

The Wolves continued their homestand with another game 
against the Iowa Wild. Jack LaFontaine finally collected his 
second AHL win, but the the spotlight once again belonged 
to Jack Drury, who recorded his first professional hat trick. 
Drury’s first tally at 8:39 in the second period helped spark a 
Wolves comeback from a 2-0 deficit. The home team reeled 
off five consecutive goals in the second and third periods to 
put the game out of reach for the Wild. 

Earlier in the week, Warsofsky had nothing but praise for 
Drury, who currently has an 11-game point streak. “I think 
he’s raised his expectation as what he’s gonna be in the 
NHL, but I think the sky’s the limit just because he’s a smart 
player, he’s got great hockey instincts. You know, you show 
him something once and he picks it up. He sees the game 
extremely well, he gives you everything he’s got and I think 
he’s a Rod Brind’Amour type of player,” Warsofsky said. 
“He’s kind of set the tone on how we want to play and he’s a 
winner through and through. I can’t say enough good things.”  

Ryan Suzuki also scored, recording a point in his third 
consecutive game. He had a nearly empty net to shoot into 
after Max Lajoie won a faceoff and David Gust drew all the 
attention at the side of the net. 

Scoring: Jack Drury, 3 G; Ryan Suzuki, 1 G; Josh Leivo, 1 G: 
Max Lajoie, 2 A; Spencer Smallman, 2 A; Andrew Poturalski, 
2 A; Stefan Noesen, 2 A; David Gust, 1 A; CJ Smith, 1 A;  

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 25 of 27, 0.926 sv% 

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3166460/2022/03/07/the-penguins-are-still-confusing-the-jets-might-be-done-and-lets-find-the-seasons-most-mediocre-team/ 
https://theathletic.com/3166386/2022/03/07/loose-pucks-the-metro-playoff-matchup-we-deserve-the-hurricanes-get-a-boost-from-jordan-staal-and-

more/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-gm-don-waddell-on-nhl-trade-deadline/c-331578574 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/33447637/2021-22-nhl-awards-watch-leading-hart-norris-vezina-selke-calder 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/07/nhl-power-rankings-boston-bruins-looking-like-contenders-again-dallas-stars-keep-winning/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/7/22965446/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-defeat-seattle-kraken 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/7/22965124/chicago-wolves-win-three-straight-hurricanes-prospect-jack-drury-records-first-pro-hat-trick 
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Loose pucks: The Metro playoff matchup we deserve, the Hurricanes get 
a boost from Jordan Staal and more 

 

Sara Civian 

 

Folks, it appears we had it all wrong. 

We hyped up Thursday night’s Hurricanes-Capitals game for valid 
reasons: memories of 2019, both teams back in the Metro playoff race, 
the national broadcast and the outdoor game announcement. But the 
Canes’ foul trouble rendered the whole thing unwatchable, and the game 
disappointed in terms of the plot. The Caps cruised to a 4-0 victory, and 
you could see it coming from the start. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour summed it up well enough when I asked him for 
his general thoughts on his team’s performance after the game. 

“Not great.” 

I expected the same plotlessness Friday, more or less, as both the 
Penguins and the Canes were on the back ends of tough back-to-backs 
(the Penguins played the Lightning on Thursday) and the teams don’t 
have much juicy history. But the sold-out house full of Canes and Pens 
fans was the perfect backdrop for a physical thriller the Canes came back 
to win 3-2 in overtime. 

“We needed it,” said captain Jordan Staal, who scored two goals. “We 
needed an emotional game, I think. Usually, when we come into this 
building, the fans are always into it, especially against this team. It makes 
for an interesting night. Two teams that are at the top of the Metro, so 
yeah we were expecting a tough game.” 

I called it a lack of plot, but Staal’s talk of emotion shows what had really 
been missing. That’s expected during the dreaded dog days of the 
season, but you need a spark to get you going again at some point. For 
the Canes, that’s been the resurgence of the captain, a little bit of heart 
from the fans at PNC Arena, a little bit of spice from Vincent Trocheck 
and that Andrei Svechnikov hustle. 

MOOD pic.twitter.com/asPVb4rWzH 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 5, 2022 

Thank you for the visual   pic.twitter.com/gFjk35UDfO 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) March 5, 2022 

So, maybe we were wrong in wanting a Caps-Canes first-round matchup. 
I’ll take seven more of Friday night, please. 

More notes, thoughts and observations from the week: 

Loose pucks 

• Despite losing twice to start last week, the Canes are 7-1-1 in their past 
nine games. It’s easy to live and die by the vibe after losses, but that’s, 

uh, not bad. As we said after the loss in D.C., it’s also good they got one 
stinker out of the way. I mean, look how they followed it up. They just 
played three games in four days and came out on top. Now they’re 
rewarded with two days of full rest and no games until Thursday. Right 
now, they’re 39-12-5, leading the Metro with a six-point margin and 
second leaguewide in both points percentage (.741) and points (83). 
Guess who they’re behind? Their next opponent, the Avalanche (.759 
and 85). 

• Our 18-game national nightmare is over: Martin Necas has scored a 
goal. And not just any goal — the game-winner against the Kraken on 
Sunday. “I was trying to not count the games I hadn’t scored, but 
obviously I’d never had anything like this. It happens. The last few 
games, I started to feel a little better, getting more chances, and today it 
finally went in. It’s a good feeling and a great win.” He did look better the 
past few games, but sometimes that can be hard for us in the press box 
to interpret in the moment. He was getting more turnovers because he 
was actually trying to make something happen. He had sad body 
language on the bench because he actually cared. That’ll lead up to the 
slump-buster, not continuing to wear an invisibility cloak. 

• Freddie Andersen is day-to-day, and there are a few of those days here 
until the Canes have to play again, so he could be back against 
Colorado. “We’re not really sure (what happened). He just didn’t feel 100 
percent,” Brind’Amour told color commentator Tripp Tracy before 
Sunday’s game. “Most players don’t feel 100 percent, but a goalie has to 
feel right if he’s going to be in there or he’s not going to be effective 
stopping the puck.” 

• Nostalgia has been running high at PNC Arena recently. Brock McGinn, 
Haydn Fleury, Morgan Geekie and John Forslund all returned to Raleigh 
this week for the first time since they left the Canes. 

• McGinn’s return was classic McGinn — no-nonsense, hard work and a 
nice video. 

• There was a “will they/won’t they” debate on Twitter leading up to 
Forslund’s tribute video, but the Canes did the right thing and it came out 
perfect. I’m told he genuinely appreciated it, as well as the standing 
ovation from the fans in attendance. 

Thank you for all your years of dedication to the #Canes and growing the 
game of hockey. 

Welcome back, @JohnForslund. pic.twitter.com/haQlTZK02o 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 7, 2022 

• On the other hand, the Kraken healthy scratched Fleury for the second 
time against his old team. It’s honestly mind-blowing to me. It’s not like 
these guys are on the road to the Cup or even a playoff spot, and they’d 
lost to Washington without Fleury in the lineup the night before. Maybe 
they’re just gearing up to trade him. I’d hope so, because he was thriving 
on the Ducks — playing a career-high 20:39 per game — before the 
Kraken took him, and he should be in his prime at 25 years old. 

• Fleury made the most of a bad situation, and it shows why he meant so 
much to some Canes fans. 

What section and seat are you guys in? 
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— Haydn Fleury (@fleury96) March 7, 2022 

Meanwhile he is the best and was taking pictures with fans as he was 
bringing a stick to his biggest little fan. pic.twitter.com/0nS9dTnxOk 

— ArcherforCanes (@ArcherforCanes) March 7, 2022 

• Hot take of the week: Canes general manager Don Waddell is making 
the radio rounds, saying the Canes are considering adding a 
defenseman at the deadline. GMs revealing — or not — their intentions 
like that will always be interesting to me. I think it’s smart for a team like 
the Canes to get the word out there of what they’re looking for so teams 
that might not be on the obvious trade board can reach out with potential 
offerings. But why do I feel like the Canes should trade for a forward, not 
a defenseman? Am I traumatized by past-playoff secondary-scoring 
woes? Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter are doing just fine right now, but if 
either of them gets injured, the Canes could be back where they were 
last year. The exception would be adding a defenseman like Jakob 
Chychrun, who would also provide secondary scoring. But he’s the only 
one available of his caliber in that aspect. John Klingberg’s expensive, 
and he’s only got one goal this season. 

• Gotcha of the week: Someone asked how concerned we should be 
about Jordan Staal’s lack of production in Jan. 27’s Bag of Jerks. I said, 
“Honestly, I’ll be concerned about it the next time the Canes find 
themselves in a scoring drought and no one else is stepping up.” Now, 
when they’d been lacking “emotion,” he’s got five goals in the past eight 
games and 10 points in the past 13. I’ll take that from him. 

• Good guy of the week: 

I love the look, obviously all the cool kids are doing it! She looks tough as 
nails! Why don’t I take care of the jersey and we’ll get her all hooked up. 
Thanks so much for reaching out and sharing her story! 
https://t.co/rlfBD1vsf4 

— Ian Cole (@ICole28) March 5, 2022 

• Guy’s guy of the week: 

The game ended an hour ago. 

Svech scored the OT winner. 

And he's back on the ice working   pic.twitter.com/9qiQVS72Ya 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 5, 2022 

• Tweet of the week: 

Canes Win pic.twitter.com/V0xM3OZ90T 

— Canes Stat Boy™ (@CanesStats) March 7, 2022 

• Housekeeping: If you’d like to hang out with me and Tripp Tracy, clear 
your calendars for next Tuesday night and stay tuned. 

Herald-Sun LOADED: 03.08.2022 
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Avalanche wears down Islanders’ Semyon Varlamov, scores four goals 
in third period for 5-4 win 

 

Mike Chambers 08/03/2022 

 

NEW YORK — The Avalanche peppered goalie Semyon Varlamov to the 
point of exhaustion on Monday night at UBS Arena, and at the same 
time, the Avs might have exhausted themselves. 

In Colorado’s first appearance at the New York Islanders’ new digs, 
former Avs goalie Semyon Varlamov stood strong through two periods, 
making 34 saves. But the NHL-leading Avs put 12 shots on Varlamov 

through the first 8:27 of the third period and scored four times, leading to 
a 5-4 victory which snapped a 0-1-1 winless skid. 

The Islanders, trailing 5-1, scored the game’s final three goals, including 
the last one with Varlamov on the bench for a sixth attacker. Colorado 
produced 49 shots, but the Islanders had 18 on goalie Pavel Francouz in 
the third period. 

“We kind of let our foot off the gas — as well as a lot of good bounces for 
them,” said Avs center Nathan MacKinnon, who had a goal, two assists 
and nine shots. “It’s our fault but overall we played a great game, almost 
50 shots, and we controlled most of the play. But, yeah, we can’t let them 
back in like that.” 

MacKinnon and Norris Trophy frontrunner Cale Makar combined for 17 
shots and each had three points for Colorado. Makar had two goals and 
an assist, snapping a 14-game goalless drought and extending his club-
record assist streak to 12 games. He continues to lead all NHL 
defensemen in goals, now with 20. 

“We felt like we had all the momentum (through two periods) and it just 
started clicking for us,” Makar said. “We got to a couple of really good 
faceoff wins and we’re able to put it in the back of the net.” 

Avs coach Jared Bednar didn’t have much to say to his team in the 
second intermission. 

“Bedsy usually tells us to change a few things, and he didn’t — he just 
said keep going for one. So that was good to hear,” MacKinnon said. “I 
thought we were playing a really good game, especially in that second 
(period), and we just started scoring.” 

“I loved our game from the drop of the puck until the 5-1 lead,” Bednar 
said. “That’s simple. I thought we were doing a great job getting back 
above pucks, D-gaps were great, turning pucks in transition quickly the 
whole night, dangerous on the offensive side of things. I thought Varly 
was really good in goal. 

He added: “We finally broke through and then we got a bunch. We get 
the lead to 5-1 and then we get those penalties and they score and get 
some life. It looked like our guys took their foot off the gas a little bit. It 
ends up closer than we’d like, for sure, but lots of positives to take out of 
that game.” 

The teams traded first-period power-play goals and it remained 1-1 
through two periods. MacKinnon gave the Avs a 2-1 lead 4:06 into the 
third period — 5 seconds after their power-play expired — to begin a 
four-goal onslaught within 4:21. Winger J.T. Compher, Makar and 
defenseman Devon Toews each scored in a span of 1:53 for a 5-1 lead. 

The Islanders rallied for two quick goals of their own, from Anders Lee 
and Casey Cizikas at 11:58 and 13:28, respectively, and Brock Nelson 
got New York within 5-4 with 27 seconds remaining. 

Footnotes. Toews was honored during the first media timeout. The NHL’s 
plus-minus leader spent his first five professional seasons with the 
Islanders’ organization. … Avs forward Tyson Jost played with a 
“fishbowl” facemask to protect a broken jaw and dental/tissue damage he 
sustained in Saturday’s 4-3 overtime loss against Calgary by taking a 
puck to the face. … The Avs’ lone healthy scratch was hybrid Kurtis 
MacDermid. Defenseman Bo Byram remains on personal leave. … 
Goalie Darcy Kuemper is scheduled to start against the Devils on 
Tuesday night in New Jersey. 
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Avalanche gameday at New York Islanders: Tyson Jost to play with 
broken jaw/dental repairs 

 

Mike Chambers 
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NEW YORK — Avalanche forward Tyson Jost, despite suffering a broken 
jaw and having significant dental/tissue repairs over the weekend, is 
cleared to play against the New York Islanders on Monday night at USB 
Arena. 

Jost blocked a shot to his face in Saturday night’s 4-3 overtime loss to 
visiting Calgary. While walking to the visiting dressing room after 
Monday’s morning skate, he said he fractured his jaw and many of his 
front teeth caved in. He underwent several procedures late Saturday 
night and Sunday morning before traveling to New York with the rest of 
the team. 

Jost will play in a “fishbowl” face mask. 

“Bad day at the dentist” — Jared Bednar on Tyson Jost, who is 
recovering from broken jaw, extensive dental work and tissue damage 
#Avs in NY pic.twitter.com/lHIWgV1hDV 

— Mike Chambers (@MikeChambers) March 7, 2022 

Hybrid defenseman Kurtis MacDermid, who played forward against the 
Flames, will be Colorado’s lone healthy scratch to begin a consecutive-
night stretch to begin a three-game eastern road trip. The Avs visit the 
New Jersey Devils on Tuesday and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday. 

Darren Helm, who was a healthy scratch against Calgary, will return on 
the fourth line. 

Pavel Francouz will start in net against the Islanders, opposing former 
Avalanche goalie Semyon Varlamov. 

#Avs underway here for the first time at UBS Arena in Elmont, NY. Full-
team AM skate pic.twitter.com/z5AlMkB86b 

— Mike Chambers (@MikeChambers) March 7, 2022 
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25 Avalanche observations: Mounting frustration, scouting Claude 
Giroux, revisiting the Devon Toews trade, more 

 

Peter Baugh 07/03/2022 

 

With losses to the Flames and Coyotes, the Avalanche are on a two-
game losing streak. How rare is that this season? They haven’t lost two 
in a row since early November, and they still haven’t lost two regulation 
games in a row since an early-season three-game losing streak in 
October. On the year, they’ve won 10 of 14 games coming off losses. 

“We don’t like losing,” Alex Newhook said ahead of the Calgary game. 
“We’re not really used to it. Anytime it happens it’s an uncomfortable 
feeling for us.” 

“Just doesn’t sit well with our group,” coach Jared Bednar added. “You’ve 
got to find a way to bounce back. You don’t want losses stringing 
together. If you want to finish at the top of the standings, it can’t happen.” 

Before the Avalanche start their road trip with hopes of bouncing back, 
let’s look at the past week. Since our last weekly observations column, 
the Avalanche won 5-3 against the Islanders on Tuesday, then fell 2-1 to 
the Coyotes on Thursday and 4-3 to the Flames in overtime Saturday. 

Starting with that bounce-back trend, I have 25 observations this week, in 
honor of Logan O’Connor’s jersey number. 

2. How about some trade chatter? The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported 
that Flyers star forward Claude Giroux, who has a no-movement clause, 

hasn’t yet requested a trade but talks about his future with the 
organization could heat up soon. LeBrun also reported that the Flyers will 
look for a pick, a young player and a prospect if they trade Giroux. 

3. I don’t pay too much attention to where Avalanche scouts attend 
games — it’s their job to watch hockey, so they’re going to make the 
rounds — but I try to take note of where upper management goes to 
scout. So, for what it’s worth, assistant general manager Chris 
MacFarland was in Philadelphia on Saturday, per The Athletic’s Charlie 
O’Connor. 

4. With his wife and kids in town from Columbus, Jack Johnson had a 
nice on-ice celebration for his 1,000th career game. One of his 
teammates, Ryan Murray, was there for a lot of them. He played with 
Johnson for five years with the Blue Jackets. 

“He’s such a great teammate, great player,” Murray said Wednesday. “I 
think there are a lot of guys around the league and people he’s played 
with and worked with and everything else that are really happy to see him 
hit that.” 

5. On the topic of Murray: His game has started to pick up. Bednar 
played him 15:39 against Calgary, more than both Jack Johnson and Erik 
Johnson. Murray hadn’t logged that much ice time since Nov. 19 against 
Seattle. He hasn’t been scoring, but he also hasn’t made many mistakes, 
and he had a game-shifting play Tuesday against the Islanders. With 
eight minutes left and the score 3-3, Islanders defenseman Sebastian 
Aho shot a puck that got through Darcy Kuemper and trickled toward the 
goal line. The official initially ruled it a goal, but after a replay review 
overturned the decision. Battling for position, Murray and Islanders 
forward Anders Lee fell to the ice, and Murray disrupted Lee’s attempt to 
slam home the puck. When Lee’s stick came back after his attempted 
whack, it brought the bouncing puck back before it fully crossed the line, 
the officials said. 

Murray, whom Bednar complimented on the play, said he initially thought 
it was in. 

“I was on the ground though, so from my angle on the rolling puck it was 
different than the overhead angle,” he said. “It was so close but as it was 
going in and spinning and stuff and I was on the ice watching, I just 
couldn’t really tell.” 

6. The play was awfully close. I was surprised the crew saw enough to 
overturn it. Check out this screengrab from the Altitude broadcast: 

7. Because teams only played within their divisions in 2020-21, the 
Islanders game marked Devon Toews’ first against his former team. He 
caught up with former teammates the night before the game, and they 
got to meet his young son, Bennett, for the first time. 

“I loved playing in New York, too, and I love playing here,” Toews said 
before the game. “They’re both great organizations and great staff and 
teammates and it’s worked out nicely for me here.” 

It’s worked out nicely for Colorado, too. Acquiring Toews for a pair of 
second-round picks is one of the best trades in Joe Sakic’s tenure as 
general manager. 

Toews said he understood that trades are part of the game, and he has 
no hard feelings toward Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello, who 
moved him as New York dealt with a salary-cap crunch. 

“Lou has been great with me,” Toews said before the game. “Lou is loyal 
and I love him for it. If I see him later, I’ll give him a hug for sure. … He’s 
got to do his job, and I’ve just got to go out on the ice and do mine.” 

8. Toews proceeded to log a goal and two assists against the Islanders. 
He’s on a 246-point pace in games against his former teams, which feels 
100 percent sustainable heading into Monday’s road tilt on Long Island. 

9. Bednar believes that when the Avalanche acquired Toews, the 
defenseman was on the verge of superstardom. Colorado simply gave 
him the playing time that allowed him to emerge. 
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“The impact of his game on our team was immediate,” Bednar said. “You 
have to watch him closely or watch him for a length of time before your 
appreciation really starts to grow for what he brings for us.” 

He’s not flashy but is the team’s top defensive blueliner, all while moving 
the puck well and producing offensively. Dom Luszczyszyn’s recent 
Awards Watch column lists Toews as having the fourth-highest GSVA 
among defensemen, despite playing in fewer games than the other nine 
players listed. He should be on even more Norris ballots this season than 
he was last year, when he finished 11th in the award voting. 

10. Despite getting pulled against the Flames, Darcy Kuemper has had a 
strong year in net, and he and No. 2 Pavel Francouz have developed a 
good relationship. 

“We’re very supportive to each other,” Kuemper said. “It’s nice to throw 
ideas off each other and learn from each other. And more importantly, 
we’re friends off the ice and get along really well.” 

That’s important for goalies. Only one can play at a time, after all, so 
someone always has to sit. 

“If you have a toxic partnership there it’s never going to be a good mix, 
so it’s definitely nice to have someone at the same position as you that 
you can level with,” Kuemper continued. “They see the game a little bit 
differently than players, so you can talk about different things.” 

11. I would love to someday witness a Goalie Goal, and I asked Kuemper 
this week if he’s ever taken a shot at the empty net. He did in junior 
hockey, he said, coming pretty close. He’s never tried it in the pros but 
joked that Erik Johnson, who scored an empty-netter against the 
Islanders, should have passed to him Tuesday so he could have a shot 
at the end of regulation. 

12. Kuemper, who spent four seasons with the Coyotes, is renting his 
Arizona home to Loui Eriksson, whom the Coyotes acquired this past 
offseason. Kuemper and Eriksson have never met in person, but the 
netminder might have to up the forward’s rent after Thursday’s game, 
which saw Eriksson net a goal against Francouz. 

13. Colorado’s loss to the Coyotes was an odd one. The Avalanche led 
43-29 in shots and controlled play for most of the game. 

“I don’t think we were bad today,” Mikko Rantanen said after the game. 
“Some breakdowns there cost us a couple goals, and that’s the hockey 
game. We had some really good chances. … That’s hockey sometimes.” 

14. The Avalanche are the only team Arizona has five points in the 
standings against. In Colorado’s two losses to the Coyotes, the 
Avalanche outshot Arizona by a combined 83-53. 

It’s good news for Bednar’s club that it won’t have to play the Coyotes in 
the playoffs. 

15. Nathan MacKinnon took exception to an uncalled Dysin Mayo high 
stick at the end of regulation. His face bloodied from the stick, 
MacKinnon fought Mayo. 

Three of MacKinnon’s seven NHL fights have come against the Coyotes, 
per hockeyfights.com, and that’s not including his helmet toss at Conor 
Garland last season. He must really not like Arizona. 

16. MacKinnon was angry leaving the ice, raising a certain finger in the 
direction of a heckler. 

Hey @Avalanche look at this??? Someone post this on the fan page. 
pic.twitter.com/01DbJxArFp 

— DEV-YOTE®  🇺🇲🇺🇦 (@DEVYOTE97) March 5, 2022 

I’m not sure if MacKinnon’s flip-off was directed at the same fan, but 
there was one man in a Coyotes sweater heckling all the Avalanche 
players as they walked off. 

17. Broadcaster Peter McNab, whose cancer is in remission, went on 
NHL Network to discuss his battle. It’s worth a watch. 

"I just want to thank the hockey world for being there when I needed it." 

    

@Avalanche | @EJHradek_NHL | https://t.co/PnOE15vWkM 
pic.twitter.com/1SEOjNK5zO 

— NHL Network (@NHLNetwork) March 6, 2022 

18. Ex-Avalanche defenseman Nikita Zadorov, currently with Calgary, 
faced his former team for the first time since Colorado traded him to 
Chicago ahead of the 2020-21 season. Zadorov said hello to some 
Colorado staffers ahead of morning skate, including skills coach Shawn 
Allard. The team also played a tribute video for him in the first period. 

Feels like a lifetime ago. But this is, in fact, Nikita Zadorov's first game 
back at Ball Arena. And he gets a nice ovation from the crowd 
pic.twitter.com/9ZXt1yr7Yz 

— Aarif Deen (@runwriteAarif) March 6, 2022 

Zadorov finished the game with an assist, four hits and two penalty 
minutes. 

“We all love that guy,” Gabriel Landeskog said. “When you’re out on the 
ice there’s no friends, but I’m sure we’ll see him down the road.” 

19. I wrote a bit about Samuel Girard after his tough night against 
Calgary. Let’s take a look at some of his numbers and how they compare 
to his standout 2020-21 campaign: 

Samuel Girard Season Comparison 

Points per game Expected Goals For % Corsi For %
 Scoring Chance For % 

2020-21 

0.67 

60.56 

60.26 

62.68 

2021-22 

0.5 

50.67 

52.39 

53.1 

(All advanced stats via Natural Stat Trick) 

Those numbers are still decent but are significantly lower from last 
season, in which he played excellently. 

20. Matthew Tkachuk cross-checked and potentially interfered with Cale 
Makar at one point in the third period, and it led to Makar losing his 
composure and yanking Tkachuk’s stick away. Both got sent to the 
penalty box. 

Tkachuk is a chippy, skilled player, but he showed an ability Saturday 
that few in the league possess: the ability to piss off Cale Makar. 

“Cale, he can hold his own. That’s what he did,” Landeskog said. “He’s a 
very calm guy and doesn’t get heated very easily.” 

21. It also cracked me up remembering that Makar compared his 
younger brother, Taylor, to Tkachuk ahead of this season. 

22. A little more on Tkachuk, who I wrote about at the 2020 All-Star 
Game: He went to high school with Celtics star Jayson Tatum. The now-
NHLer was part of an epic Tatum school project that still lives on 
YouTube: 
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With the Flames in town, here’s a video reminder that Matthew Tkachuk 
went to high school with Celtics star Jayson Tatum. 
pic.twitter.com/isTlvLUSUV 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) March 5, 2022 

23. Fresh off a 30-point game, Nuggets big man DeMarcus Cousins was 
at Ball Arena for the Flames game. Perhaps the Avalanche could use a 
depth center with size and scoring ability … 

24. Kurtis MacDermid fights are not only fairly common, but they are also 
quite long. He tilted with Milan Lucic for more than 30 seconds Saturday, 
and his fight with Nicolas Deslauriers in January lasted for a minute. 

“Two big men going at it,” Landeskog said. “Dermy’s not scared of 
anybody and Lucic is one of the toughest guys in the league, if not the 
toughest, over the last decade or so.” 

25. Landeskog is up to 30 goals on the year after scoring against 
Calgary. It’s the second time in his career he’s reached the mark. 

In case you missed it… 

28 Avalanche observations: Gabriel Landeskog’s hot streak, Andre 
Burakovsky’s lucky haircut and more 

‘Far and beyond everything I imagined’: How Jack Johnson reached 
1,000 NHL games and what his night looked like 

Ranking the Avalanche’s trade chips: Which prospects and picks could 
help Joe Sakic make a big deadline deal? (written with Scott Wheeler) 

Who should the Avalanche target at the trade deadline? Extend Darcy 
Kuemper? How to fix the faceoff problem? Mailbag 

Cale Makar’s magnificence, Samuel Girard’s struggles, more: 
Takeaways from the Avalanche’s loss to Calgary 

NHL awards WATCH: Auston Matthews is the Hart frontrunner, but 
should it be Igor Shesterkin? (by Dom Luszczyszyn) 

Cale Makar? Victor Hedman? Who are the top Norris contenders and 
what’s the best way to evaluate them? (by Shayna Goldman) 

‘His compete level was friggin’ next to none’: How Craig Anderson made 
it to the cusp of 300 wins (by John Vogl) 

(Top photo of Matthew Tkachuk and Cale Makar: 

Ron Chenoy / USA Today) 

Peter Baugh covers the Colorado Avalanche for The Athletic. He has 
previously been  

Published in the Columbia Missourian, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Kansas 
City Star, POLITICO and the Washington Post. A St. Louis native, Peter 
graduated from the University of Missouri and originally covered the 
Tigers for The Athletic. Follow Peter on Twitter @Peter_Baugh. 
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Takeaways from Avs 5-4 win over Islanders - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater 

 

Well, the final score is all that matters. Right? I mean, right, Avs fans? 

I might overreact to the Avs allowing three goals late in the game to turn 
a 5-1 laugher into a 5-4 nailbiter, but I won’t do it. Well, not much 
anyway. 

Yes, I do think that was a worrisome sign, how the Avs just almost 
collapsed and let the Islanders nearly send that game into overtime. I 
mean, it was 5-1 in the third period, and you had to sweat that out? 

Not good, Bob. 

But a win’s a win. The Avs’ top guys made all the difference tonight, 
especially Cale Makar and Nathan MacKinnon. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Jared Bednar was a little less than thrilled by those final few minutes. 
But, as I said recently, I think boredom is going to be a problem for this 
team in the final six weeks or so. 

“A couple penalties, looked like the guys just let the foot off the gas,” 
Bednar said. “Those (top) guys paved the way, for sure. Just real good 
awareness. We stayed above pucks. But they made a push back. 

THOUGHTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Andre Burakovsky was hurt in the game. Bednar said he didn’t know the 
prognosis. I’m going to bet he’s out for tomorrow though. Seemed like he 
was in some pain leaving the ice. 

Cale Makar was the No. 1 star in the game, no doubt about it. Two goals 
and one assist. He’s now got 20 goals on the season. 

Old friend Semyon Varlamov faced 49 shots in the game. He was really 
good at times. But he still ends up with five goals against. 

Zach Parise: wow, is he washed up. Islanders wasted a roster spot on 
him this year. Lou Lamoriello did not have a good year as GM of the 
Isles. 

For me, Pavel Francouz did not help himself if he wants to be the No. 1 
guy going into the playoffs. You can’t allow three late goals like that, 
when the game is supposed to be over. 

It’ll be really interesting to see how Darcy Kuemper plays tomorrow in 
New Jersey. He is also slated to start Thursday in Carolina. 

The Avalanche scored four goals in the third period and continue to lead 
the league in third-period tallies with 86. 

Three of the Avs’ five goals were scored by defensemen, and Colorado 
now has 50 goals from its blueline in 2021-22, the most in the NHL and 
the club’s most since the 2005-06 season (52). 

Colorado is playing its eighth back-to-back set of the season and is now 
5-3-0 in the first game of such sets. 

The penalty kill is still a problem with this team. Only 2-4 tonight on kills. 

Nathan MacKinnon recorded his sixth game of the season with 3+ points. 
He is tied for fifth in the league (Auston Matthews) with 1.36 points-per-
game. 

Logan O’Connor skated in his 100th NHL game. 

Adrian Dater - Kiss and Larry Bird fan. Writer with @Gambling and 
@Bookies. Previously Denver Post, SI, Bleacher Report to name just a 
few. 
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Avs Grades in Wild Win over Islanders (+) - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Kelsey Hammond 

 

Avs Grades in Wild Win over Islanders (+) 
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I’m in a New York state of mind 

Jack Johnson: B – Led the team with three hits tonight. Though he didn’t 
add any points, he played 14 minutes, a couple of shots and was Mr. 
Reliable. Erik Johnson: C – Careless clear on the penalty kill that led to 
the Islanders first goal. These are frustrating mistakes to be making this 
late into the season. We still have a lot of hockey before playoffs and 
everyone needs to stay sharp.  

Devon Toews: B+ – I always enjoy when players score against their 
previous team at home. It was a great read to jump up and wrist it in for 
his 12th of the season. As always, he and Makar led the team with ice 
time. 

Cale Makar: X  – He was all over the ice tonight. He was right behind 
MacKinnon with eight shots. He had a couple of slick goals and another 
strong defensive performance. Just what the Avs needed. 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel : D – Hardly noticed him. 8 minutes played and one 
shot. His roster spot might be in trouble with the deadline coming. 

Tyson Jost: C -Can we just talk about this guy’s toughness? He played 
with a broken jaw. Hockey. Player. Was called for a ridiculous 
embellishment penalty in first period. Still isn’t contributing much 
offensively. 

Alex Newhook: B+ – Really played well tonight. He drew a penalty that 
led to the second Avs goal and the primary assist on Compher’s. His 
game has been improving drastically as of late.  

Logan O’Connor: B-  – Played in his 100th game tonight and had a 
couple of good looks. It’s not a matter of effort for him, the puck just 
doesn’t want to go in.  

Ryan Murray: C – He was a little bit more involved offensively, with 
emphasis on a little. Just need to see that more. Give me all the slappers 
from the point!  

Nathan MacKinnon: A+ – I am waiting for him to explode with a 6-point 
game or something ridiculous. He is playing with a fire and he is nearly 
impossible to stop. He has 57 points and keeps climbing.  

J.T. Compher: B – He got his 11th goal of the season and it was the 
perfect shift with all three forwards being involved and outworking the 
Islanders.  

Darren Helm: C+ – He added a little short-handed spunk tonight and four 
shots on net.  

Sam Girard: C- – This really wasn’t a strong game for the defensive core. 
There were a lot of turnovers in their own zone. Girard had zero shots on 
net and the Avs had 50. 

Nazem Kadri: A  – 72 points on the season. He just continues to impress 
and have solid games night after night. He was skating hard and was 
creating chances out of nothing. 

Gabe Landeskog: B  – Quietly had two assists tonight and the team just 
dominated in the third. Move him up to 58 points as he continues to grind 
away.  

Andre Burakovsky: C – He now has 26 assists this season but other than 
that he was pretty quiet. He was one of two players without a shot 
tonight. Got hurt later in game. Update tomorrow. 

Mikko Rantanen: B – The big guy was left without a point tonight but had 
five shots on net and over 20 minutes played. Even when the puck isn’t 
going in, he still making plays. 

Pavel Francouz: C – The game was really close in those first two 
periods. He held his ground and looked sharp. Then came the final 10 
minutes of the game, and he looked shakier than a bowl of jello. That’s a 
concern. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 
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Hockey and Characteristics of a Reliable Hockey Betting Website - 
Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater 

 

Hockey is a thrilling sport to watch, play, or wager on. Most bookmakers 
cover the National Hockey League, which is by far the most popular and 
powerful league, and most bookmakers give competitive odds and a wide 
variety of prop bets. It takes a near-expert degree of understanding of the 
sport and the current league and club status to bet on most sports. This 
is especially true in ice hockey, where anything may happen in a matter 
of seconds and the unexpected is the norm rather than the exception. 

Characteristics of a Reliable Hockey Betting Website 

For some people, a bookmaker may be ideal, but not for others. It’s 
critical to understand what factors, in your opinion, make a bookmaker 
ideal for you before you sign up with them. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Great Bonuses – Taking advantage of bonuses is always a smart idea, 
even if it isn’t the primary emphasis of some bettors. When in doubt, 
choose a bookmaker that offers hockey-related promotions. Even if it’s 
feasible to get some with hockey-specific benefits. The more you play, 
the more bonuses and promotions you’ll get from betting sites. Bet on 
hockey with Caesars often provides additional incentives and promotions 
if this is something you find appealing.  

Great payment system – You should be able to use whatever payment 
method you like when betting on ice hockey with a reputable company. 
It’s a good idea to find out what deposit and withdrawal methods they 
provide before signing up with a bookmaker for the first time. 

Safety and Security – When you’re entrusting a gambling site with your 
personal information and money, you should have zero doubts about the 
site’s security. Using a secure website can help you avoid this. In order to 
define the requirements that the sites must conform to, licensing bodies 
to need to be in place. To keep hackers out, all consumer data and 
financial transactions should be encrypted and secured by sophisticated 
security software.  

Mobile-Friendly – Mobile betting has been the standard in recent years, 
and most betting sites are now responsive to smartphones. As a result of 
these developments, betting companies have built applications for mobile 
devices, or at the very least, optimized their websites so that they can be 
seen on mobile devices. 

 Best Odds – Your goal while betting is to always find the greatest odds 
possible. The reason new consumers should strive to find out which 
betting site is delivering the best odds in their market is that it is so 
important. It’s a good idea to utilize one of the several odds comparison 
websites that are available. As a result of this, you’ll be able to obtain the 
greatest odds for whatever wager you’re considering placing. While it’s 
possible that you’ll have to sign up for more than one betting site, doing 
so might prove to be well worth the effort. Don’t forget to take advantage 
of a new welcome bonus when you open an account with a betting site. 

Conclusion 

Hockey lovers, on the other hand, should be more particular about what 
they search for in a bookmaker. Hockey fans who want to wager on the 
sport should look for a betting platform that focuses on North American 
sports and covers major leagues like the NHL and KHL. Additionally, 
features like in-play wagering, live streaming of games, and a stats 
section are also crucial. Of course, a decent online hockey betting site 
will include bets on the game itself, as well as a wide range of intriguing 
and entertaining props. 
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Alex Newhook on Bo Byram - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Terry Frei 

 

Bo Byram isn’t on the Avalanche’s road swing to face the Islanders, 
Devils and Hurricanes. But he was around team last week, continuing to 
skate on his own as he assesses when or if he will try to return to the 
lineup this season. 

The other day, I asked Alex Newhook for his reaction to Byram’s 
struggles. He’s appropriate because the Avalanche claimed both Byram 
(4th overall, from the Vancouver Giants) and Newhook (16th, headed for 
Boston University) in the first round of the 2019 NHL draft. 

“He’s a really close friend of mine,” Newhook said. “I knew him before we 
were drafted together and ever since we were, our friendship’s kind of 
grown. It’s tough seeing him go through stuff like this at a young age. But 
he’s a strong kid, he has a strong mind and I know he’s going to bounce 
back. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

“Whenever that time comes, he’s going to bounce back and be better for 
it in the long run. We’re all here for him. I still see him away from the rink. 
Now that he’s back, I like to see him here. He’ll be good and we’re 
looking forward to having him back, whenever that is.” 

The “whenever” still is uncertain. 
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Pavel Francouz back in net vs. Islanders tonight, other Colorado 
Avalanche lineup info - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater 

 

Pavel Francouz will get the start in goal for the Colorado Avalanche 
tonight, in Belmont, N.Y., against the New York Islanders. Do we have a 
new No. 1 goalie therefore??? 

Well, the Avs play tomorrow night as well, in Newark against the Devils. 
So, one would assume Darcy Kuemper would get the start there. 

But Frankie is the guy for tonight, as the Avs try to break a two-game 
losing streak. The Avs will be out East most of the week, so we get those 
5-5:30 starts, which is always nice. 

The Avs also said that Tyson Jost suffered a broken jaw after taking a 
puck to the face in Saturday’s game with Calgary. But, the team said, 
Jost will play tonight. Kurtis MacDermid will be the healthy scratch, and 
Darren Helm is back in. 

These should be the lines: 

Burakovsky-MacKinnon-Rantanen 

Landeskog-Kadri-Nichushkin 

Newhook-Compher-O’Connor 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Helm-Jost-Kubel 

D 

Toews-Makar 

J. Johnson-Girard 

Murray-E. Johnson 

Francouz 

NOTEBOOK: Semyon Varlamov will start in goal, according to Isles 
reporter Kevin Kurz. Mat Barzal and Zdeno Chara are still out with 
injuries. … Avs are -195 to win at SuperBook Colorado. 

Colorado hockey now LOADED: 03.08.2022 

1237712 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers interim coach Mike Yeo not afraid to send ‘hard messages’ to 
shake up the power play 

Yeo experimented with the extra man at practice Monday and even 
hinted that Travis Sanheim could soon get a look on the power play. 

Since Mike Yeo took over as the Flyers' interim head coach on Dec. 6, 
the team ranks 28th in the league with a 14.1 percent success rate on 
the power play. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

The day after the Flyers’ 5-4 loss to the Minnesota Wild on Thursday, 
interim coach Mike Yeo had a stern conversation with the team, angry 
with players’ lack of “winning attitude.” 

If Yeo didn’t a see change in work ethic, then it would be time to get 
“dirty” — players would lose playing time and responsibilities, especially 
as the roster’s health improves and competition for spots increases. 

That message was received on Saturday in the Flyers’ 4-3 victory over 
the Chicago Blackhawks in which the team played with a physical edge 
and closed out a third period. Despite improvements at 5-on-5 , however, 
the Flyers power play went scoreless in four opportunities. 

“Just like we talked about the other day as far as we have to start 
sending hard messages, that goes for the power play, too,” Yeo said. 
“And if guys aren’t doing the job, then they’re going to have to come off.” 

Since Yeo took over as interim coach on Dec. 6, the Flyers’ power play is 
ranked 28th in the league with a 14.1% success rate. They’ve scored one 
power-play goal in their last six games on 16 opportunities. 

Flyers power play personnel in practice 

PP1: Yandle, Giroux, Farabee, Atkinson, van Riemsdyk 

PP2: Hayes, Konecny, Provorov, Ristolainen, Brassard 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) March 7, 2022 

The usual suspects have had roles on the power play for the majority of 
the season, including top-six forwards Claude Giroux, Cam Atkinson, 
Joel Farabee, Travis Konecny, and James van Riemsdyk. Defensemen 
Keith Yandle and Ivan Provorov have also spent most of the season 
quarterbacking each of the Flyers’ units. 

In practice on Monday, those players remained on the power play, but 
Yeo is experimenting with different wrinkles. As he did in Saturday’s 
game, Yeo utilized defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen as a net-front 
presence on the second unit. Defenseman Travis Sanheim could be next 
in line for a shot on the power play. 
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“I can tell you that it’s in discussion right now, that’s for sure,” Yeo said. 
“He should be ready to grow into this and mature enough to handle it. I 
know in the past, there was times where we talked where we put him 
there and then the rest of this game dropped a little bit. But I don’t think 
that’s the case anymore. I think he’s playing at a real high level and that 
competition should be there.” 

Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim has four goals and 16 assists in 53 
games this season. 

Zack Hill, Flyers PR 

While capitalizing on the power play is a point of emphasis for the Flyers, 
the turnaround starts with trying to generate momentum that can be 
carried into 5-on-5 play. The Flyers’ power play has struggled with clean 
zone entries, which can lead to a demoralizing two minutes that bleeds 
into the ensuing time at even strength. 

“You lose a faceoff, puck goes down, you try to break out and get into the 
offensive zone, you turn the puck over, go back down,” Yeo said. “You do 
that two or three times and you really haven’t ... it sort of feels like a 
wasted opportunity. The other team builds confidence off that and like I 
said, we lose momentum.” 

Connauton ‘doing a lot better’ 

Halfway through the third period of Saturday’s game against the 
Blackhawks, defenseman Kevin Connauton was shaken up when center 
Kirby Dach hit him in the head from behind along the boards. Connauton 
had to be helped to the locker room and he did not return. 

At practice Monday, Connauton was the only player of note who did not 
participate. However, Yeo shared that Connauton appeared to be doing 
“a lot better” after seeing him at the practice facility on Sunday. 

“I’m not sure what the timeline is for him,” Yeo said. “He’s not gonna play 
[on Tuesday]. But I do think there’s a chance he could maybe get on the 
ice. So real, real positive.” 

In 14 games with the Flyers, Connauton has not registered a point and is 
minus-three. 

Mayhew in, Willman out 

After sitting out Saturday as a healthy scratch, winger Gerry Mayhew will 
return to the Flyers’ lineup on Tuesday against the Vegas Golden 
Knights. He will assume a spot on the fourth line at left wing in place of 
Max Willman and alongside center Patrick Brown and right winger Zack 
MacEwen. 

While Mayhew has spent most of his time with the Flyers on the third 
line, Yeo said he isn’t looking for Mayhew to alter his energetic, speedy 
style of play. 

“I think that’s a big thing for any player is every one of them has a game,” 
Yeo said. “You shouldn’t have to change your game based on who you’re 
playing with. So I feel that he can add a lot of speed and maybe even a 
threat of scoring a goal with that line and still have the ability to get in on 
the forecheck and do all the little things right.” 

In 20 games this season, Mayhew has scored six goals. Dating back to 
his debut as a Flyer on Dec. 29, Mayhew is tied for third on the team in 
goals with captain Claude Giroux and winger Oskar Lindblom. 

Mayhew gets the honor of leading the post-practice stretch. 
pic.twitter.com/cPue1ayAua 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) March 7, 2022 

Breakaways 

Goalie Carter Hart (35 games played, 2.94 goals against average, .910 
save percentage) will start in net against the Golden Knights. 
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Yeo, fans happy to see at least a little mayhem from Flyers 

 

By ROB PARENT | PUBLISHED: March 8, 2022 at 3:02 a.m. | 
UPDATED: March 8, 2022 at 4:44 a.m. 

 

Mike Yeo may not have been around as long as the Flyers’ previous 
sacrificial head coach, Alain Vigneault, but Yeo is a veteran of the NHL 
coaching ranks and during his time as Vigneault’s assistant coach knew 
what was, only figuratively hitting him in the face… 

These Flyers hardly hit anyone when and where it counted. 

Granted, the times of beating up the opposition or at least having 
someone on the bench who could go in there and get pounded into 
submission while standing up for a teammate have mostly passed the 
game by. But after Wayne Simmonds was traded three years ago, the 
Flyers had essentially no one qualified or willing to take his place in that 
role. 

After Vigneault was fired earlier this season because of a bevy of Flyers 
injuries and an obvious lack of depth provided by general manager 
Chuck Fletcher and his corporate bosses, Yeo used the likes of recently 
added defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen and little known minor league 
promotee Zack MacEwen to instill a long missing ingredient of 
physicality. 

MacEwen was a bit of a throwback to the days of players throwing 
haymakers, to which the fans responded in predictably frenzied fashion. 
Along the way, MacEwen opened eyes while running up 63 penalty 
minutes in 53 games – while averaging only 9:28 of ice time per game. 

Travis Konecny, more of an effective instigator than physical force, found 
a way to keep the focus off his scoring slump of the past two seasons by 
upping his physical game and getting jailed for 42 minutes of 53 games. 
And Ristolainen, who averages only a half-minute per game in the box, 
has brought back the roars once supplied by solid open-ice checks not 
seen for some time at Wells Fargo Center. 

That was evident Saturday, when the Flyers outlasted the Chicago 
Blackhawks 4-3, while matching the Hawks’ desire to engage in a 
physical attack as the game wore on. That was much appreciated on a 
rare day when the old bank building actually looked almost filled with 
fans. 

“We stepped up our physicality in the second period,” Yeo said. “We 
started to play through people more. Obviously you saw a couple of 
skirmishes and when those things are happening … in front of their net, 
in front of our net … good things can happen and they can get you into 
games.” 

Yeo has long known this, of course. It’s just that with the likes of Kevin 
Hayes and Sean Couturier missing the vast bulk of the season with 
injuries, that message wasn’t broadcast enough to younger players. And 
making matters worse was the fact that so many minor-level, learning-
curve players found themselves in the Flyers lineup. 

“We need to be more engaged physically,” defenseman Travis Sanheim 
said. “Whether that’s finishing your (check) or just mixing it up a little bit, 
it seems to get guys more involved and we end up playing a little better. 
We need to do that.” 

Sanheim was in his first two seasons here when Simmonds was in his 
last two, and remembers learning much from the on-ice leader who is 
fresh off playing his 1,000th NHL game as a member of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

As for physical play, that was Simmonds’ main mantra. 
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“He demanded that of everyone,” Sanheim said, “no matter who you 
were.” 

• • • 

One of those players who earned an NHL bench seat in Philadelphia this 
season due to so many injuries was former Minnesota bubble player 
Gerry Mayhew, who scored six goals in 20 Flyers games before ramming 
his face into the boards nearly a month ago. Mayhew is set to take the 
Wells Fargo Center ice Tuesday night against visiting Vegas. 

Yeo doesn’t want him to do too much. 

“When he had success he started on a third line role and when he tried to 
get, I’d say, sort of cute and fancy, is when he kind of got himself into 
some trouble,” Yeo said. 

• • • 

NOTES >> Part-time defender Kevin Connauton, injured against the 
Hawks, was “doing better” Monday according to Yeo. He’s not ready to 
return to game action but might see some practice time soon. … Carter 
Hart will start in net against the Golden Knights. 
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Trading Giroux? Breaking down Flyers' biggest headliner at deadline 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Crushed by injuries and two double-digit losing streaks, the Flyers are in 
full-on sell mode, enduring one of their worst seasons in franchise 
history. 

Chuck Fletcher is set to "aggressively retool" the club at the NHL trade 
deadline. 

"Everything's on the table," the Flyers' general manager said Jan. 26. 

Leading up to the March 21 deadline, we'll evaluate the Flyers' 
candidates to be moved. 

We start our series with Claude Giroux. 

Why Giroux could be traded 

The 34-year-old captain is on the final year of an eight-year, $66.2 million 
contract, which has a full no-movement clause. The Flyers have 
stomached a second straight underachieving season and are on path to 
miss the playoffs in consecutive years for the first time since the 1992-93 
and 1993-94 campaigns. 

Giroux has had one of the most accomplished careers in Flyers history. 
He's the longest-tenured active athlete in Philadelphia, dating back to 
February 2008 before the Phillies won the World Series that fall, and he 
understands the Flyers' position. The team is headed for a remake in 
many ways and Giroux is headed for free agency in the offseason. 

"I think we can probably all see that it's weighing on him," Flyers interim 
head coach Mike Yeo said last Friday. "It's hard to remember sometimes 
that they're human beings. You look at G, this is not just your average 
player who has been with an organization for three, four years and might 
potentially get traded. We're talking about growing up in this organization 
and this town, a guy that's really given a lot. 

"This is a real difficult time for him, there's no question. In talking with G, 
as difficult as it is, we need him to go out and do what he does. And I'm 
quite confident that he will. It's a real tough thing, it's a bit of a distraction, 
I would say, for everybody, but there's no way that we can allow anything 
to be an excuse for us." 

To no surprise, Giroux will play hard to the end. From a trade decision 
standpoint, both parties will do right by each other. 

Giroux is en route to his 1,000th career game four days before the trade 
deadline. It would be shocking if Fletcher doesn't have him get there in a 
Flyers jersey. He's a smart and benevolent GM. A ceremony for that kind 
of milestone is the ideal sendoff for an all-time great Flyer. Also, waiting 
builds leverage for the Flyers because deadlines spark action by 
contending clubs looking to augment their Cup chances. 

What they're saying 

Giroux is arguably the crown jewel of the entire trade market and for 
good reason. 

He has been one of the game's most consistent and durable producers 
over the last decade plus, he has gotten better in his 30s, he plays in all 
situations and he's a dogged competitor that's hungry to win. 

Daily Faceoff's Frank Seravalli pinned Giroux as the No. 1 target at this 
year's deadline. 

The Athletic's Pierre LeBrun reported that the Flyers are looking for a 
"triple-asset package" in return for Giroux. 

"A first, a young player and a prospect or certainly at least two assets 
with higher quality," LeBrun said last week on TSN's Insider Trading. "It's 
a high price to get in on Claude Giroux." 

Most Western Conference teams in Cup contention would seemingly 
have interest in Giroux. The NHL-leading Avalanche have been the most 
publicized team for Giroux's potential landing spot. Colorado assistant 
general manager Chris MacFarland scouted the Flyers' home games 
Feb. 26 and March 1. 

The Blues, Kings and Predators also come to mind. 

Teams don't often trade within their division, so if the Flyers are going to 
deal Giroux to an Eastern Conference club, someone in the Atlantic 
Division makes most sense. Perhaps one of the big boys in Florida 
(Lightning and Panthers). 

Projected return 

When he spoke last month, the reality of Giroux closing in on his final 
Philadelphia chapter felt prevalent. 

The Flyers can't and won't sell Giroux short. 

"He’s our captain, he’s been our best player this year," Fletcher said Jan. 
26. "Nobody cares more about the Flyers than he does. I think we have 
to recognize what we’re dealing with here, he’s a franchise icon, his 
jersey’s going to be in the rafters. To me, he’s a Hall of Fame player." 

As LeBrun noted, the Flyers should absolutely aim for a first-round pick 
and a younger, impact player now, along with a possible prospect. 

The Flyers don't have to trade Giroux. Of course, they'll respect his 
wishes; he contractually and rightfully holds the keys here. 

But if a trade is most likely, Giroux is too good and too meaningful to the 
franchise to not seek a king's ransom. 
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Flyers receive Mike Yeo’s message; trade decision coming soon for 
Claude Giroux: O’Connor’s Observations 

 

By Charlie O'Connor Mar 7, 2022  
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Give the Philadelphia Flyers this much — for a team that has been 
eliminated from playoff contention in all but technicalities, they find ways 
to be interesting to cover. 

It helps that their games are still generally competitive. Monday’s 3-0 
defeat at the hands of the Edmonton Oilers ended with an empty net 
goal, and their 5-4 loss to the Minnesota Wild on Thursday saw them 
enter the third period with a lead. They’re no longer getting blown out. 

But that inability to close out games finally reached a boiling point, at 
least in terms of interim head coach Mike Yeo’s response. So when 
Saturday rolled around, the narratives were plentiful. Would the Flyers 
respond to their coach’s challenge? Would Kevin Hayes — newly cleared 
to play — prove truly ready to return? And could the Flyers come away 
with the victory against a beatable opponent in the Chicago Blackhawks 
in the matinee contest? 

Yes, yes and yes. 

1. Yeo sends a message 

After the Flyers lost to the Wild on Thursday, Yeo could have responded 
as if it was like any other of the many, many defeats his team has 
suffered this year. After all, the Wild are a strong club, somewhere 
between playoff contender and legitimate championship dark horse, and 
the Flyers did hold a third period lead (that they, of course, ultimately 
blew). 

Yet Thursday’s loss was, in many ways, especially frustrating. Unlike 
many recent losses, the Flyers were measurably outplayed, losing all the 
key statistical battles in addition to the score. But it wasn’t just stats. It 
was the nature of many of the errors that led to goals against, such as 
Derick Brassard’s ugly turnover with seconds left in the first period which 
allowed Minnesota to tie the game before the intermission. Or Ivan 
Provorov’s turnover on a regroup that directly led to the sequence ending 
in Matt Boldy’s game-tying goal. Or that they allowed the game-winning 
goal just 25 seconds later. Despite the score, there weren’t a ton of 
positives. 

And Yeo made it clear he was fully aware of that in the wake of the loss, 
putting his team on blast. 

“Every player that’s here is an NHL player and every player that’s here 
has the ability to make those plays. So it’s alarming regardless of who’s 
making (the mistakes), to be honest,” Yeo said. “This is what winning 
hockey is, and winning hockey might be bearing down, getting a puck out 
of your zone, you know? Winning hockey might be taking a hit to 
advance the puck to make sure you get that puck deeper, or at the same 
time even if you don’t, to keep it in front of you as opposed to turning it 
over. These are the things we’re showing on video, and will continue to 
show — but it’s gotta come from them. That’s what it comes down to right 
now. 

“We can keep preaching it, we can keep trying to motivate, we can keep 
pushing it and we will, believe me,” Yeo continued. “I love this group, I 
believe this group but they have to grab hold of this. That’s how we’re 
gonna do it. Because if we don’t have complete engagement and 
complete buy-in to each other and the way that we have to play the 
game, then we’re not going to win.” 

Yeo doesn’t do “call outs” in the media often; the Jan. 6 game vs. 
Pittsburgh was the last time he truly seemed this frustrated with his 
players. But when a coach drops words like “engagement” and “buy-in,” it 
sends a clear message: the issues go beyond things that a team can’t 
control, like talent on hand. In Yeo’s mind, at least on Thursday, too 
many Flyers players were severely lacking in aspects of their games that 
they could control and that was unacceptable to him. 

2. The conversation continued Friday in two-way fashion 

But Yeo didn’t merely call out his team in the immediate wake of 
Thursday’s defeat. The conversation apparently carried over to Friday 
morning before practice as well, with Yeo continuing to deliver the 
message that the current level of play just wasn’t enough. 

“Really, when it comes down to it, this game’s about winning, and you 
have to be able to close that out,” Yeo said. “So that’s the next step for 
us, that’s the part where we’re probably going to have to get a little bit 
dirty here, is just to make sure that we push this group to a way higher 
level of commitment, standards, to make sure that ends up getting 
delivered.” 

Dirty? What exactly did that mean? 

“I just mean that, obviously, it’s going to have to be uncomfortable. We 
had an uncomfortable conversation today,” he explained. “We’re going to 
have to push each other, going to have to hold each other accountable.” 

The big difference between the Thursday call-out and Friday’s 
continuation of it? On Thursday, Yeo was letting the players have it 
without giving them a chance to respond. Friday was, according to Yeo, 
more of a discussion. 

“There wasn’t really a two-way conversation, I would say last night. 
Today? Today was good,” he said. “It was good in the sense that it was 
uncomfortable, and that we have to get the players talking more. This 
can’t be something where it’s just us telling them what to do, and this is 
what we want. It has to come from them. That’s the real, true path. We 
can provide direction, but ultimately, they’re the ones out there that have 
to be warriors, they’re the ones out there that have to pay the price, that 
have to do the job.” 

3. Guys might get benched 

And if guys don’t start doing the job? Yeo strongly implied, in Peter 
Laviolette fashion, they’re probably not going to like their ice time. 

“We didn’t really have that luxury before. Now we’ve got players coming 
back, if guys aren’t doing their job, obviously ice time’s going to reflect 
that. Opportunity’s going to reflect that.” Yeo said. 

Some fans did wonder why, in the midst of the extended losing streaks of 
January and February, there were no remedial benchings, particularly of 
bigger name players who weren’t living up to expectations. The hard 
truth, as Yeo noted, was that there just weren’t enough healthy, NHL-
caliber bodies in the organization to do so, particularly at the forward 
position. But with Patrick Brown, Joel Farabee, Hayes and soon Wade 
Allison getting cleared for action over the past few weeks, circumstances 
have changed. Now, Yeo wanted to make clear, if a player is perceived 
to not be pulling his weight, he just might end up a healthy scratch. 

“Again, this is not something that we had at our disposal when we had 10 
NHL players out of the lineup,” he continued. “Now, we’re getting guys 
back. I think there’s going to be some good competition.” 

Criticizing players publicly is one thing; implying they better shape up or 
else they might find themselves out of the lineup is another entirely. Yeo 
wasn’t holding back. 

4. Players need to step up vocally too 

Message-sending can certainly pay dividends in terms of on-ice play and, 
at the very least, it’s a compelling story for any media members covering 
the team. But it is, by nature, a reaction to a devolving situation. It’s a jolt 
back to reality, but not a diagnosis of why said jolt was necessary in the 
first place. 

After all, as Yeo again made sure to note Friday — just as coaches 
dating back to Dave Hakstol have — that he does believe the Flyers are 
filled with quality people. 

“I really love coaching this group,” he said. “Don’t get me wrong, I wish 
that we were a little bit further along. (But) I think that we’ve taken steps 
in our game. This is a great group. Don’t confuse anything with what I’m 
saying. Unfortunately, we’ve done a lot of losing and we’ve let some bad 
habits creep in. It doesn’t mean that we don’t have character. It doesn’t 
mean that we don’t have good people.” 

But if the Flyers are such a “great group,” why have the results not 
matched up? Yeo had a very interesting theory. 
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“I do think that, as a group, we all have to understand there’s a difference 
between a good teammate and a good guy,” Yeo said. “And sometimes, 
being a good teammate means, you might have to go to your best friend 
and say ‘we need you to be better.’ Or ‘we need you to make that play at 
that time.’ Or pick him up. Whatever the case is. Challenge each other. If 
somebody’s slipping, maybe don’t allow yourself to slip. Maybe you pull 
them into the fight with you.” 

Basically, Yeo’s theory is that the “great group” might result in 
unintended, negative consequences — namely, that the group is so tight 
that too often, there isn’t enough accountability in the sense of being 
willing to ruffle the feathers of a close friend if necessary. It’s an intriguing 
way to match up the constant talk of how close the team is with their 
results — which have landed somewhere between disappointing and 
truly awful — in three of the past four seasons. 

5. Players respond with strong effort 

On Thursday and Friday, Yeo threw down the gauntlet to his players, 
putting the onus on them to respond in productive fashion. 

Saturday wasn’t a true, complete 60-minute effort. The Flyers made their 
fair share of mistakes, including allowing a goal just 24 seconds into the 
second period (off a set faceoff play) and another with only 1:45 minutes 
remaining in the same stanza. But on the whole, the group delivered a far 
more spirited, competitive affair on Saturday — complete with multiple 
scrums and after-the-whistle confrontations — and were rewarded for the 
effort with a 4-3 victory over Chicago. 

“I didn’t play last game, I don’t really like talking about games I didn’t play 
in, but the team got called out pretty loudly by our coach, and I thought 
the boys responded the right way,” Hayes said. 

The biggest difference — aside from the dramatic infusion of physicality 
and extracurriculars — was the Flyers’ third period work. On Thursday, 
they squandered a one-goal edge in ignominious fashion; two days later, 
they were the ones turning a one-goal deficit into a victory, courtesy of 
goals by Brassard and Cam Atkinson. 

“I said it after the second period that we talked about a winning attitude… 
a winning attitude is just kind of recognizing that we’re only down a goal 
and we’re at home here,” Yeo said after the win. “I liked the way we 
came out in the third, that’s for sure. So, positive stuff.” 

As Yeo acknowledged, it wasn’t a perfect game. They made mistakes, 
blew an early lead and failed to carry play at even strength throughout 
the entirety of the game (xG share at five-on-five: 43.62 percent, per 
Evolving-Hockey). But it was clear that the players took Yeo’s critiques 
from the previous two days to heart, and resolved to deliver a more 
energetic, positive effort against the Blackhawks. 

“We’re all embarrassed at the last game, that was an embarrassment by 
everyone — myself included,” Atkinson said in the aftermath of 
Saturday’s win. “To do it in front of our fans, that shouldn’t happen. So 
we wanted to come out strong. 

“Just play hard, we only have so many games left. Play for each other 
and play for this organization and the logo on the front.” 

6. Hayes makes it through first game back 

Saturday’s game wasn’t notable merely because of Yeo’s call-out 
comments. It also marked the first time that Hayes would be in the Flyers 
lineup since Jan. 17. And given how his previous two comeback attempts 
went — read: not well — there was an especially large spotlight on 
Hayes this time around. First and foremost, he needed to avoid a re-
injury of the core muscle issue that has plagued him since last season. 
And second, he needed to look a lot more effective than he had in his 20 
other games played so far this season to make a case that he wasn’t 
rushing back into the lineup. 

The result? A definite yes on Item No. 1, and promising signs on No. 2. 

“This is ‘night and day’ compared to how I felt the previous, I don’t know, 
15 games I played,” Hayes said after the game. 

He wasn’t invisible on the ice, which was certainly a positive sign, picking 
up a secondary assist on Oskar Lindblom’s first period goal and 
showcasing some real jump as the lead man on the forecheck at times. 
Yeo took note of Hayes’ increased pace as well. 

“He was clearly moving better than he was when he left the lineup when 
he was playing earlier in the season,” Yeo said. “Hopefully a real positive 
step and hopefully he can maintain that because he is a real valuable 
player for our group.” 

7. Brassard guarantees better game, delivers 

One player who surely was on Yeo’s mind Thursday when he delivered 
his fiery postgame comments? Brassard, whose ghastly late-period 
turnover led directly to a Frederick Gaudreau goal that ensured the 
Flyers would not enter the first intermission with the lead. 

Given the situation, it was an unforgivable error. With just seven seconds 
left in the period and minimal puck pressure, Brassard could have made 
any number of less-than-perfect decisions that would have almost 
certainly not resulted in a goal against, from reversing it back behind the 
net to eating the puck along the boards to even just flipping the puck so 
high that not even Zdeno Chara could have gloved it down. Instead, he 
made the worst possible decision, a rookie move from a 15-year veteran. 

And Brassard knew it, according to Yeo on Friday. 

“I didn’t think last night was very good, and I think he’s the first to admit 
that,” Yeo said. “He came into my office and said that he’d be better, so 
I’m anxious to see his game tomorrow.” 

Give Brassard credit: he lived up to his promise. 

Not only was Brassard’s line the Flyers’ best on this particular day, 
Brassard himself was far from a passenger, finishing off a pretty passing 
play in the third period for the game-tying tally. 

“It’s a long season. There’s going to be some ups and downs,” he said. 
“It’s not going to go your way every night. You’re not going to play your 
best (every night), but you’ve got to bounce back. I was just trying to 
bring my intensity a little bit higher.” 

The intensity wasn’t merely obvious on the scoresheet. Brassard ended 
up being at the center of multiple scrums, starting with Riley Stillman’s 
post-whistle shot at him with 4:51 remaining in the second period, and 
culminating with the fracas in the aftermath of Atkinson’s tally shortly 
thereafter. Brassard clearly succeeded in getting under the skin of the 
Blackhawks — a sign of a player highly and especially engaged in a 
game. 

8. Brassard line’s chemistry still apparent 

When the 2021-22 season began — before it completely fell into disarray 
— one of the pleasant surprises was the play of the second line, 
consisting of Brassard, Atkinson and Farabee. They weren’t necessarily 
the best at driving play, but their passing chemistry was obvious in the 
offensive zone. The result? Brassard stormed out to an unexpectedly 
stellar start (five points in his first three games) and at least temporarily 
blunted the impact of Hayes’ absence. 

Of course, it proved short-lived. While the Brassard line remained 
effective, the injuries — including Brassard’s lingering hip issue — and 
realities of lineup construction forced the dissolution of the trio. On 
Saturday, they were back in action, and if their 89.07 percent xG share 
and 3-0 goal differential is any indication, picked up right back where they 
left off. 

“They’re two really good offensive players,” Brassard said. “It’s just that 
the playmaking game of Farabee and the finish of Atkinson … I think it’s 
a good line and tonight we came out big for the team.” 

Both Atkinson and Farabee had been struggling offensively in recent 
weeks — setting aside Atkinson’s big game vs. Washington, he produced 
just two points in February, and Farabee had yet to light the lamp since 
his return from his shoulder injury. Perhaps the reunion of the “FAB” line, 
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as some have dubbed it, could get all three of them rolling again. It 
certainly did on Saturday. 

9. Deadline weighing on Giroux 

Aside from his media session on Feb. 16, Claude Giroux has largely 
preferred to focus on helping the Flyers win games, rather than publicly 
discuss the possibility of being traded before the March 21 deadline. But 
Yeo said Friday that the uncertainty of his future is certainly heavy on the 
mind of the Philadelphia captain. 

“I think we can probably all see that it’s weighing on him,” Yeo confirmed. 
“It’s hard to remember sometimes that they’re human beings. You look at 
G, and this is not just your average player that’s been with an 
organization for three, four years and might potentially get traded. We’re 
talking about growing up in this organization, this town and a guy that’s 
really given a lot. It’s a real difficult time for him, there’s no question.” 

So far, beyond the diligent scouting work being done by contenders, who 
have been arriving in droves likely in part to confirm that Giroux remains 
his highly effective self before relinquishing a significant package of 
assets for him, there hasn’t been much movement on the Giroux front, 
but expect that to change in the coming weeks. In fact, there are just two 
to go before a final decision must be made. It’s coming up fast. 

10. Ristolainen update 

As for the Flyers’ other big-name pending UFA? For any scouts in the 
building on Saturday, Rasmus Ristolainen was unsurprisingly very active 
in the post-whistle battles sprinkled throughout the feisty contest, which 
surely played well with the “need that in the playoffs” crowd. On a day 
where the Flyers leaned heavily on their top four defensemen (Keith 
Yandle skated for just 12:49, and Kevin Connauton was handed only 
9:57 before leaving with a serious-looking injury), all at the Wells Fargo 
Center got a long look at Ristolainen. 

That said, it’s my understanding the Flyers remain very interested in 
bringing back Ristolainen. Whether they can agree on a deal — I imagine 
if a deal is struck, it will come in significantly above the low $4 million cap 
hit range — remains to be seen, but the Flyers do legitimately value the 
physical dynamic he brings to the team and would like to find a way to 
lock him up. 
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Injured Penguins forward Teddy Blueger on verge of returning 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  | Monday, March 7, 2022 6:31 p.m. 

 

A veteran of 14 seasons, Pittsburgh Penguins forward Brian Boyle is 
well-versed on most things as it pertains to an existence in the NHL. 

There are two axioms in particularly that ring true to him. 

First, job security is hard to come by. 

Second, defense can land you some steady work and help carve out a 
career of — let’s say — 14 years. 

So when he speaks about Teddy Blueger — the man who could replace 
him as the Penguins’ checking-line center starting with Tuesday’s home 
contest against the Florida Panthers — he offers a very educated 
perspective. 

“In my opinion, he is an elite center for his role in the league,” Boyle said 
recently. “He’s really underrated around the league. He works to get 
better. He studies it, he wants to be perfect at it, he works on his draws, 
which are huge, he is fearless, he’ll get in front of shots and he 

competes. Little things that you have to do, he recognizes where danger 
is. He can figure out if we break down or something happens that wasn’t 
really scripted. He’s usually in the right spot. He’s a huge part of our 
team.” 

It remains to be seen if that segment of the squad is in place for 
Tuesday’s matchup with the Panthers. Officially, Blueger was deemed a 
“game-time decision” by coach Mike Sullivan following Monday’s practice 
in Cranberry. 

Unofficially, everything seems to suggest Blueger will play his first game 
since suffering a broken jaw Jan. 23. During Monday’s practice, he 
skated on the fourth line with his usual linemates, Brock McGinn and 
Zach Aston-Reese. Meanwhile, Boyle was relegated to working on a 
“fourth” defensive pairing with reserve blue liner P.O Joseph. 

“I feel really good,” said Blueger, who enters Tuesday still designated to 
injured reserve. “I’ve been on the ice for a while now. As far as practice, 
I’ve done everything that I would have needed to do to feel comfortable 
getting back into a game situation. I don’t think there’s anything more that 
I really need to do. At this point, I think it’s just getting back into the 
game.” 

Blueger was injured during a 3-2 home shootout win against the 
Winnipeg Jets. In the early stages of that contest, Blueger was struck in 
the head against the boards by Jets defenseman Brenden Dillon. 

“Obviously, you can see a lot better with just the (half) visor on. 
Hopefully, I’ll be able to get back to that soon. But I’ve had plenty of time 
in practice to get used to that stuff. It does fog up a little bit. The little 
squares on the bottom don’t help you see the puck any better when it’s in 
your feet. But we’ve all played with that stuff on our whole lives growing 
up, and it was fine. It’s just something you get used to. Obviously, looking 
forward to getting it off. But it is what it is. There’s nothing that I can do 
about it. It’s not really my call at this point. There’s no point in getting 
frustrated or whatever about it. You’ve just got to play the hand you’re 
dealt.” 

It doesn’t appear there will be any lingering after-effects from a mental 
standpoint with the injury. In other words, Blueger doesn’t believe he’ll be 
hesitant to engage physically despite how he was maimed. 

“Obviously, you don’t really know for sure until you get in that situation, 
but I don’t think so,” Blueger said. “Everything that I’ve done leading up to 
it — all the contact, the puck protection, all that stuff — has felt really 
good. I do have that extra layer of protection with the ‘bubble’ (face 
shield), so I don’t really anticipate that being an issue.” 

Whenever he does return to the lineup, Blueger’s presence won’t be 
limited to the fourth line. There is a ripple effect that can be felt on all four 
lines. Namely, Blueger figures eat up most of the defensive zone draws 
and free up the top three centers — Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and 
Jeff Carter — to take more offensive zone faceoffs. 

“It slots players where we had envisioned them to be in the lineup and 
cast them in the roles that allow them to play to their strengths,” coach 
Mike Sullivan said. “It gives us a certain amount of balance through our 
lineup. We can utilize different guys in different situations on the ice 
depending on what situations arise. We’re trying to put players in 
positions where they can play to their strengths and play a certain role 
that makes us hard to play against but gives us the balance through our 
lineup that we can get some offensive production throughout our lineup. 
But also, we can get responsible defensive play. That’s the ripple effect: 
It just creates a deeper lineup, a more balanced lineup and gives us the 
ability to play guys in certain situations that help them play to their 
strengths.” 

One of Blueger’s most vivid strengths is his work on the penalty kill. In 40 
games this season, Blueger has averaged 2 minutes, 6 seconds of short-
handed ice time per contest, most among the team’s forwards. 

“He can do it all,” defenseman Marcus Pettersson said. “He’s great on 
faceoffs. He’s a great shot-blocker. He kind of commands our (penalty 
kill), he takes charge. Whenever our (penalty kill) is struggling and 
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everybody’s not on the same page and everybody’s decision-making isn’t 
as fast, I think he takes charges and shows to everybody else that they 
can follow him. … Up ice, too, he’s a great distributor of putting pressure 
on the puck and disturbing the breakouts.” 

There certainly is no shortage of ways Blueger can help the Penguins. 
And there appears to be a surplus of enthusiasm for his potential return. 

“He adds so much versatility to our lineup,” forward Bryan Rust said. 
“He’s a guy that plays a lot of minutes in our (defensive) zone because 
he gets a lot of faceoffs there, and he does an unbelievable job. He’s a 
guy who we rely on a lot for things like that. If the opportunity comes to 
get him back (Tuesday), it’s obviously going to be really nice.” 
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Penguins assign goaltender Louis Domingue to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   | Monday, March 7, 2022 4:16 p.m. 

 

The Penguins activated reserve goaltender Louis Domingue from injured 
reserve and assigned him to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American 
Hockey League (AHL) on Monday. 

Domingue had been rehabilitating a right foot injury since being struck by 
a puck during an optional morning skate on Jan. 20. 

This season, Domingue has appeared in one NHL game. During a 2-1 
road win against the San Jose Sharks on Jan. 15, he made 40 saves on 
41 shots. He has dressed for five additional NHL games as a backup but 
did not play in any of those contests. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Domingue has appeared in 10 AHL games 
this season and has a 3-4-2 record along with a 2.69 goals against 
average and a .918 save percentage. 
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Ex-Penguins forward Carl Hagelin sidelined with 'serious' eye injury 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Monday, March 7, 2022 2:24 p.m. 

 

Even if he hasn’t played for the Pittsburgh Penguins since 2018, Carl 
Hagelin still holds a prominent place in the franchise’s history. 

And that notion hasn’t been diluted one bit amongst his former 
teammates in Pittsburgh despite him having been a member of the rival 
Washington Capitals since 2019. 

So when Hagelin suffered an injury to his left eye after being struck by a 
stick during practice in Arlington, Va., on March 1 and required surgery to 
correct the issue, news of that development resonated with those he won 
the Stanley Cup with during his time in Pittsburgh. 

Some members of the Penguins’ current roster who played with Hagelin 
during his stint in Pittsburgh over parts of four seasons have reached out 
to their former teammate. 

A veteran 11 NHL seasons, Hagelin’s immediate and long-term future 
are uncertain at the moment. 

After undergoing surgery the same day he was injured, the Capitals 
announced Sunday the speedy winger would be sidelined indefinitely. 
Washington general manager Brian MacLellan labeled the injury as 
“serious.” 

Hagelin was a vital member of the Penguins’ Stanley Cup championship 
teams in 2016 and 2017. The “H” portion of the vaunted “HBK” line — 
that included Nick Bonino and Phil Kessel — Hagelin’s skating helped 
establish the Penguins’ identity as a team that attacked the opposition 
with overwhelming speed. 

Off the ice, his presence might have meant more to his teammates. 

“Him as a person, unbelievable,” Penguins forward Bryan Rust said. “He 
will go out of his way to pretty much do anything for you. Unbelievable 
family guy. You see it with his wife and his kids and all of that. To see a 
guy like that get an injury like that, it’s tough.” 

Rust to reach 400 games 

Assuming he is in the lineup for Tuesday’s home contest against the 
Florida Panthers, Rust will appear in the 400th regular-season game of 
his career. 

A third-round pick (No. 35 overall) in 2010, Rust serves as the right wing 
of the team’s top line alongside franchise center Sidney Crosby. 

He has come a long way since skating all of 6 minutes, 2 seconds on 
nine shifts during his NHL debut, a 4-3 road shootout loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Dec. 13, 2014. 

Under the direction of former coach Mike Johnston, Rust had four 
minutes in penalties and no shots. 

“The first game was in Columbus,” Rust recalled. “I didn’t play very much. 
I think I got a four-minute penalty. I tried to get a fight, tried to get that 
five-minute major, couldn’t quite get it. But it was fun. Obviously, it’s a 
game that I’m going to remember the rest of my life. To be able to say 
I’ve played in what will be 400, it’s cool. Every time you hit a milestone 
like this, you look back and it’s gone by pretty quick. But it’s been a fun 
run. Hopefully, there’s a lot more to come.” 

Reirden could return against Florida 

Penguins assistant coach Todd Reirden was at practice Monday in 
Cranberry. Hobbled by a knee injury that required surgery, Reirden was 
limited to the benches and did not take the ice. 

Injured during the NHL’s All-Star break in early February, Reirden has 
worked remotely and has not been present on the bench for the past nine 
games. 

After Tuesday’s practice, head coach Mike Sullivan suggested Reirden, 
who oversees the defensemen and the power play, will be a “game-time 
decision” for Tuesday’s contest against the Panthers. 

Domingue sent to WBS 

The Penguins activated reserve goaltender Louis Domingue from injured 
reserve and assigned him to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American 
Hockey League (AHL) on Monday. 

Domingue had been rehabilitating a right foot injury since being struck by 
a puck during an optional morning skate Jan. 20. 

This season, Domingue has appeared in one NHL game. During a 2-1 
road win against the San Jose Sharks on Jan. 15, he made 40 saves on 
41 shots. He has dressed for five NHL games as a backup but did not 
play in any of those contests. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Domingue has appeared in 10 AHL games 
this season and has a 3-4-2 record along with a 2.69 goals-against 
average and a .918 save percentage. 
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Teddy Blueger nearing a return, will be 'game-time decision' 

 

Mike DeFabo 

 

Teddy Blueger’s return from jaw surgery appears imminent. 

The Penguins center is now six weeks into a rehabilitation process the 
club initially anticipated would last six-to-eight weeks. During Monday’s 
practice, the Penguins offered a few hints that he could be targeting the 
early end of that timeline. 

The club tweaked two different lines and bumped out Bryan Boyle of his 
normal center spot. Officially, coach Mike Sullivan termed Blueger a 
“game-time decision” for Tuesday’s matchup with the Florida Panthers. 

Blueger skated in the middle of his usual line at practice, with Zach 
Aston-Reese on the left wing and Brock McGinn on the right. Beyond 
that, Dominik Simon shifted up to Jeff Carter’s line, with Evan Rodrigues 
skating as the right winger. Boyle, who had been centering his own line, 
took reps as a pseudo defenseman. 

"As far as practice, I've done everything that I would have needed to do 
to feel comfortable getting back in a game situation,” Blueger said. “I 
don't think there's any more that I really need to do. At this point, it's just 
getting into the game." 

Blueger was knocked out of the lineup on Jan. 23, when Winnipeg’s 
Brenden Dillon broke his jaw with an unpenalized hit to the head. The 
Latvian underwent surgery to repair a broken jaw the following day. 

While Blueger is typically listed as a fourth-line center, his absence has 
been a reminder that his importance to the team goes well-beyond his 
spot on the depth chart. His shut-down line has formed a clear identity as 
a pesky, tight-checking trio that typically is deployed for defensive-zone 
starts and often gets matchups against opposing team’s top players. 

Just as significantly on special teams, Blueger’s presence was also 
missed on the penalty kill. Through the first 40 games of the season, the 
Penguins were among the league’s elite penalty kills, nullifying 90% of 
opposing chances (90-for-100). However, in 16.5 games without Blueger, 
the Penguins kill snuffed out just 28-of-38 opposing power plays (73.7%). 

Sullivan has often pointed out the importance of winning the first faceoff 
on the PK. Blueger has won a career-best 54.8% faceoffs overall, 
including 51.2% on the kill. 

Reirden back on the bench 

As the Penguins active roster gets healthier, so too is the coaching staff. 

Todd Reirden, who has been recovering from knee surgery, was back 
behind the bench at practice. The assistant coach slipped while 
shoveling snow from his driveway during the All-Star break. 

While he was physically away from the team, Reirden was able to 
participate virtually via Zoom. He should be a more-active participant 
during Tuesday’s game.  

Reirden rejoined the Penguins coaching staff ahead of the 2020-21 
season. His addition has been significant for both of his areas of 
emphasis, the defensive corps and the penalty kill. On the blue line, he’s 
helped steady defensemen like Mike Matheson, while also helping Kris 
Letang cut down on his turnovers to recapture his top form. 

Meanwhile, Reirden sparked a stagnant power play by infusing it with 
movement and unpredictability. The Penguins finished last year with the 
NHL’s fourth-best power play percentage (23.7%). This year, the power 
play struggled early, due in part to the absences of Sidney Crosby and 

Evgeni Malkin. Since Geno returned on Jan. 11, the Penguins boast the 
NHL’s third-best power play (27.6%). 

“We're a group that's been together now for a couple of years,” Bryan 
Rust said. “We got some chemistry. Anytime you guys have guys like 
Sid, Geno and [Letang] out there, good things are going to happen.” 

Malkin back from maintenance day, Domingue goes to Wilkes 

One day after skipping practice for a maintenance day, Malkin rejoined 
the Penguins. He was a full participant, including during line rushes and 
power play drills. After sitting out the start of the season in the wake of 
offseason knee surgery, Malkin’s game has started to round into form. In 
the past seven games, Malkin has tallied 10 points (five goals, five 
assists). 

“I thought that was Geno's best game of the year to this point,” Sullivan 
said following Malkin’s three-point night in Tampa on Thursday. “I felt like 
when each game, he’s getting better and better. Tonight, I thought he 
was just in beast mode.” 

In other injury news, third goalie Louis Domingue was activated off 
injured reserve and assigned to the club’s AHL affiliate in Wilkes-Barre/ 
Scranton. He stood tall in his one outing of the season on Jan. 15, 
stopping 40 of 41 shots to steal a win in San Jose. However, he took a 
puck off the inside of the skate during a morning skate a few days later 
that left him in a walking boot.  

Tough stretch continues 

After returning from a two-game road trip against the top two teams in the 
Eastern Conference standings – Tampa Bay and Carolina – the gauntlet 
continues at PPG Paints Arena against the Florida Panthers. 

As of Monday afternoon, the Panthers sit in second place in the Atlantic 
Division standings. Should they win in Buffalo on Monday night, they’ll 
jump into first place in both the division and second in the conference. 

Just four teams sit ahead of the Penguins in the Eastern Conference 
standings. After they skate against the Panthers, they’ll have played all 
four in the past five games. 

“It's an opportunity to show where we're at and what we're made of,” Rust 
said. “[The Panthers are] very good offensively. They're a very fast team. 
Extremely deep, too. They're a team you've got to play hard and we got 
to play structurally sound in order to disrupt their strengths.” 
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Brian Burke doesn't anticipate 'big or noisy' deadline move for Pens 

 

Mike DeFabo 

 

Brian Burke has never been afraid to make a big splash. In a lot of ways, 
he actually prides himself on it. 

“My modus operandi has always been to do something big at the end of 
my first year in a job,” Burke wrote in his best-selling book “Burke’s Law.” 
“I like to get to know the team for a full season and then make a dramatic 
move.” 

In 1993, with the Hartford Whalers, Burke dealt three picks and a player 
to move up and select Chris Pronger. In 2009 with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Burke spent two first-round picks and a second-round pick to 
acquire Phil Kessel. 

Most famously, he wheeled and dealed to acquire the second and third 
picks in the 1999 draft, which he then spent on twins Daniel and Henrik 
Sedin. The blockbuster move is considered by many to be one of the 
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NHL’s greatest displays of deal making. With so many moving pieces, it 
took an entire chapter in Burke’s book to tell the entire, behind-the-
scenes story. 

Today, as Burke closes in on his first full season as Penguins president 
of hockey operations and the March 21 trade deadline approaches, could 
it be time for that dramatic move? 

Don’t count on it. 

“We're probably not going to be able to do much,” Burke told the Post-
Gazette on Sunday. “We're capped out. I can't imagine we're going to do 
something big or noisy at the deadline.” 

Burke and general manager Ron Hextall like the team as assembled, 
thinking it has the right mix of star power, role players on affordable deals 
and versatile depth. And why wouldn’t they? As of Sunday afternoon, the 
Penguins had the Eastern Conference’s fourth-best record, with 77 
points in 57 games. 

While the team’s performance is significant, the bigger consideration is 
the salary cap. The Penguins are pressed right up against the $81.5 
million upper limit. Burke said they anticipate just about $127,000 in 
room. That’s basically nothing. 

“The issue is we're capped out,” Burke said. “You say to yourself, ‘Well, 
cash out; cash in. We could move a player and create cap space.’ But we 
like our team. We like our players. We're not in a hurry to move anyone. 
So we may well have a very quiet deadline. I wouldn't be surprised.” 

If the Penguins make a tweak to the roster, it will need to be cap-
conscious. Should the Penguins take on a contract, they’d need to shed 
a salary of about equal value. 

However, trying to find that player who could be moved on the Penguins 
payroll isn’t easy. 

Unprompted, Burke brought up defenseman Mike Matheson. Some have 
speculated that his $4.875 million salary on the third pair could make him 
a possible cap casualty, as Mark Friedman has proved to be a solid (not 
to mention, entertaining) low-cost fill-in during Matheson’s injury 
absence. 

“Some would say, well, we could move Mike Matheson,” Burke said. “We 
have no intention of moving Mike Matheson. We like him as a player. We 
like him as a person. We haven't even talked about Mike Matheson 
because we love the guy.” 

While we’re on the subject of high-priced players, Jason Zucker’s $5.5 
million cap hit is hefty. He’s expected back soon, so forget about the idea 
they could stash him on long-term injured reserve to circumvent the cap. 
And Marcus Pettersson is yet another left-shot blue liner making upwards 
of $4 million a season. 

“And we love both those guys,” Burke said. 

“Jason Zucker has been a really important player on our team,” Burke 
continued. “His production [six goals in 31 games] is not as high as his 
money. People might point at that and say, 'Well, given his production, 
he's expensive.' But he's a quality person. He's an important teammate 
on our team. He works his ass off.” 

Burke also looks at the Penguins and doesn’t see many pressing needs. 
The defensive pairs are complementary. Behind the six regulars, 
Friedman provides some depth and Pierre-Olivier Joseph could be used 
in a pinch. The forward corps is, in the front office’s eyes, deep and 
versatile. 

The other big question has been goaltending. While Casey DeSmith 
struggled out of the gate, he’s put together a number of solid games. In 
his past six outings, the backup has posted a stellar .933 save 
percentage and a 2.18 goals-against average. 

The Penguins are clearly going to ride Tristan Jarry in the postseason, as 
they’ve done all regular season. If he falters or gets injured, does Burke 
have confidence in DeSmith? 

“Absolutely,” Burke said, repeating the word for emphasis. 

Burke’s philosophy is that there should be only a few untouchables on 
any team. Sidney Crosby is the only one on the Penguins. So if someone 
comes calling, the Penguins will at least pick up the phone to hear the 
offer, no matter which player is mentioned. 

But if you want to hear about a big move on March 21, Burke’s book 
might be the place to find it. 

“We’re going to listen,” Burke said. “The fact of the matter is, your job as 
a GM or president of hockey operations is to listen and see what's there, 
but we like our group.” 
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Penguins at the trade deadline: Brian Burke on Ron Hextall’s plans, 
keeping the foundation in place and more 

 

By Josh Yohe Mar 7, 2022  

  

Brian Burke, the Penguins’ president of hockey operations, is largely the 
voice of the organization’s front office. He is the bridge between 
ownership and general manager Ron Hextall. 

Given that the Fenway Group is the new kid on the block and that Hextall 
is extremely reserved in his dealings with the media, Burke’s voice looms 
large. And he had plenty to say in a conversation with The Athletic over 
the weekend. 

The Penguins are in a fascinating position. They are a Stanley Cup 
contender, but those in charge are also intent on rebuilding their prospect 
pool, which is one of the NHL’s worst at the moment. It’s the ultimate 
contradiction, but Burke and Hextall knew what they were getting 
themselves into when they took their jobs. 

Burke is well aware of the elephant in the room. Evgeni Malkin and Kris 
Letang, a couple of franchise giants, are set to become unrestricted free 
agents this summer. So, too, is Bryan Rust, who is emerging as a star. 

Sidney Crosby, Malkin and Letang have been the Penguins’ foundation 
for 15 years. 

“They’re all playing exceptionally well,” Burke said. “That game (in 
Tampa on Friday) was the best game that we’ve played since I’ve been 
with the Penguins, and all three of them were so noticeable, a big part of 
it. The issue is real simple. Malkin missed half of last year and Letang is 
almost 35.” 

Both are still playing at an elite level. Burke knows this and makes it clear 
the Penguins are interested in retaining both players past this season. 
For that matter, they’d like to keep Rust, too. 

But is keeping all three possible? 

“We’ll see,” Burke said. “We’ve had discussions (with the representatives 
for all three). We’ve made some progress. But we are not in a rush. 
Listen, we aren’t even to the trade deadline yet. You’ve got to keep that 
in mind. Those guys don’t need to be re-signed yet. They just don’t. The 
passage of time … people who aren’t in the industry, they look at the 
calendar and then they start to panic. That’s the way it goes. OK, so the 
trade deadline is on March 21. That’s eons in hockey time. It really is. We 
still have lots of time to do everything. It doesn’t really matter if these 
guys aren’t signed by the trade deadline.” 

Malkin has 24 points in 21 games following ACL surgery, Rust has 
become one of the most valuable Penguins and Letang is a legitimate 
Norris Trophy candidate. 
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Burke knows. 

“They’ve been superb,” he said. 

So, too, has Crosby. 

The Penguins captain has recorded 52 points in his past 38 games, an 
MVP pace. Burke came within a ping pong ball bounce of landing Crosby 
in Anaheim during the 2005 NHL Draft lottery. Then he waited 16 years 
to work with Crosby. 

Burke said the experience has exceeded his wildest expectations. 

“I had heard about what working with Sid was like,” Burke said. “I had 
heard all about it, both as a player and as a person. I had watched him 
practice here and there over the years. I’d watched him play 
internationally, of course. I knew. I knew what kind of influence he had on 
the game and on the Penguins, and of what a leader he was.” 

But … 

“I didn’t really know,” Burke continued. “It’s the same when you’re seeing 
it all from a distance. Once you’re up close and personal? It’s different. 
It’s like everything you had heard, but it’s on steroids. That’s what it’s like. 
It’s the player you knew about and the stories you had heard, but it’s all 
on steroids. Every practice. Every game. I knew he was great, and I 
knew he was a great leader. But I couldn’t have understood how special 
he is until I came to Pittsburgh and saw it for myself every day. He’s 
different. I’ve been here over a year. I promise you that I’ve lost zero 
sleep over Sid. I don’t have to count sheep because of him.” 

The same could be said of the Penguins’ head coach. Burke doesn’t get 
to vote for the Jack Adams Award, but it’s pretty clear Mike Sullivan 
would be his choice. 

“There’s not a better coach in the league this year,” Burke said. “There’s 
just not. Look at the players who have missed time. This isn’t Brian Burke 
who is missing time out there. It’s been Crosby. Malkin. (Jake) Guentzel. 
Rust. There have been injuries. COVID. We’ve had stars out almost 
every game we’ve played this season. Even now, we’re playing without 
Jason Zucker, Teddy Blueger and Mike Matheson. And we kept winning 
anyway. That’s coaching. Our coach has found a way all season.” 

Burke saves some praise for Hextall, too. On the surface, the two are 
polar opposites. Burke is a larger-than-life personality who is never short 
on opinions. Hextall largely keeps to himself and practices varying 
degrees of prudence. 

Together, they seem to work. 

“Working with him has been great,” Burke said. “It’s been terrific. He’s so 
smart. So measured. So calculated. So thoughtful. He’s the kind of guy 
who thinks before he speaks. He’s got a sense of humor, too. Just a 
great guy to work with. And the guy also works like a dog. I’m very 
impressed with him.” 

The biggest move the Penguins made last summer was the one they 
didn’t make. They decided to hold onto Tristan Jarry despite a disastrous 
postseason effort against the Islanders. 

So far, the move has been a godsend for the Penguins. 

“That was Ron,” Burke said. “He was the ring leader on that one. Two 
issues. One was bringing in Andy (Chiodo). I think he’s a great goalie 
coach and he believed in Tristan from the beginning. And then there was 
Ron, and he was the real ring leader, I’m telling you. He knows a little 
about the position, of course. He believed in Tristan. He always did. Ron 
told him that he wasn’t the first young goalie to struggle in the playoffs. 
He told him, ‘You’re the guy.’ Tristan has done the rest, and he deserves 
a lot of the credit. But Ron deserves a lot, too.” 

While the Penguins are rolling to one of the best seasons in franchise 
history, it hasn’t been perfect. Kasperi Kapanen has been a major 
disappointment. He has no goals in his past 16 games and only one goal 
in his past 23. 

The chemistry that was so evident between Malkin and Kapanen last 
season hasn’t been noticeable this winter. In Kapanen, the Penguins 
need a lot more, and Burke pulls no punches in expressing this. 

“Listen, I’m not trying to pick on the guy,” Burke said. “We just haven’t 
gotten enough out of Kappy. It’s that simple. It’s a fact. He needs to be 
better.” 

Burke knows the talent is there with Kapanen. Like everyone else in the 
organization, he wants to see more from the 25-year-old. 

“We like Kasperi a lot,” Burke said. “He’s a good kid. The players like him 
a lot. He’s got that skill set, that package. God gave him a special set of 
gifts. He’s got the skill. That explosive speed. The hands. He can shoot. 
He can make intelligent plays. We just need more production, and for him 
to play better. We know he’s capable.” 

Burke has long been associated with a certain type of hockey — 
precisely the opposite of what the Penguins play. The Penguins have 
long been known for their raw talent and speed, while Burke hockey is all 
about physicality, size and toughness. 

There isn’t much truculence on this roster. 

And yet, Burke is OK with this. It seems as though his preferences have 
changed a bit — or, at least, his desires have been muted — after being 
around the Penguins for a year. 

“I’d like to see a big, physical team that has played in the playoffs for 
more consecutive years than the Pittsburgh Penguins have,” he said. 
“Three Cups and four Final appearances during that time. No one else 
has pulled that off. I like the blueprint of being big and physical. But the 
DNA is different in Pittsburgh, and in Pittsburgh, we win with a certain 
style and a certain DNA. Down the road, we may modify that. But this is 
our team and this is how we’re going to play.” 

Just how different the Penguins will look by the March 21 remains to be 
seen. 

“We’re capped out,” Burke said. 

Hextall would have to get creative to make a deal. 

“We’d have to be sending some cash out to get some cash in,” he said. “I 
just don’t know if I see us doing much. But it’s up to Hexy. It could all 
change.” 
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Penguins Wrap: Malkin Back At Practice; Rust Staring At 400 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

Breathe, Pittsburgh Penguins fans. Center Evgeni Malkin, who was given 
a maintenance day Sunday, returned to practice Monday at the UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex. 

A second day in a row off the ice might have raised alarms, and rightly 
so. After all, Malkin has been flying lately after he missed the first three 
months of the season because of offseason knee surgery. 

Malkin has 10 goals, 24 points in 21 games, including five goals, 11 
points in the past eight games. He also passes the eye test, playing his 
recognizable dominant style, and has put a spark into the power play. 

However, Malkin looked himself Tuesday after his day away from 
practice. 

Rust To Join 400 Club 
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Penguins top-line right winger Bryan Rust is scheduled to play in his 
400th career game Tuesday. 

He has progressed from a bottom-six player several seasons ago to 
someone who can be trusted to play with the top players in the league. 

In his 399 games, he has 118 goals, 255 points. That includes 18 goals, 
43 points in 35 games this season. 

Rust, 29, recounted his first NHL game: 

“The first game was in Columbus. I didn’t play very much. I tried to get 
into a fight. Tried to get that five-minute major. Didn’t quite get it. But it 
was fun. Obviously, it’s a game that I’ll remember for the rest of my life.” 

Good memory. That was Dec. 13, 2014. He had no points, the four 
penalty minutes and played 6:02 over nine shifts — or what is about a 
period’s worth of playing now. 

Of course, his progression to where he is now means his future with the 
Penguins beyond this season is in question, as he is eligible to become 
an unrestricted free agent this summer. 

Domingue To WBS 

Now that he is healthy, goaltender Louis Domingue has been assigned to 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League. 

Domingue seemed on the verge of challenging Casey DeSmith for the 
backup job behind Tristan Jarry before he sustained a foot injury during a 
morning skate. In the interim DeSmith upped his game. 

Domingue has come out for practice the past couple days as a third 
goalie, but on Monday he mostly watched from the bench. 

Reirden Also Due Back 

Center Teddy Blueger isn’t the only game-time decision for Tuesday’s 
home game against the Florida Panthers. 

Assistant Todd Reirden, who had knee surgery coming off the All-Star 
break following a fall while he was shoveling snow, is expected to be 
back behind the bench Tuesday. He hasn’t resumed skating apparently, 
but he helped oversee practice Monday from behind the bench. 

Coach Mike Sullivan confirmed Reirden is likely to resume his bench 
duties Tuesday. 

Reirden, while he was out, participated as much as possible virtually. 

Development coach Matt Cullen also came to town and filled in for 
Reirden during the early part of Reirden’s recovery. 
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Blueger Looks Like A Go To Return To Penguins Lineup Tuesday 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

In what surely will be well-received news to Pittsburgh Penguins fans, 
center Teddy Blueger looks likely to return from jaw surgery Tuesday 
when the Florida Panthers visit PPG Paints Arena. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan acknowledged after practice Monday at 
the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex that Blueger will be a game-time 
decision. That nearly always means that Blueger is expected to play 
barring some sort of unforeseen issue arising. 

“I feel really good,” Blueger said. “As far as practice, I’ve done everything 
I would have needed to do to feel comfortable getting back into a game 
situation.” 

Blueger is primarily the Penguins’ fourth-line center, although he has 
filled in at times on the third line and seems perfectly fine there, too. His 
value as a solid two-way forward, top penalty-killer and accomplished 
faceoff man who can mix in some offense has made him a fan favorite, 
judging from the responses to his absence and reports about his 
recovery stages. 

He got hurt Jan. 23 when he was hit into the boards by Brenden Dillon of 
Winnipeg. He had surgery on his broken jaw, with recovery time said to 
be six to eight weeks. We are at the six-week point. He started practicing 
without contact restrictions last week. 

Asked if he might have any hesitancy coming off the injury, Blueger 
waved it off. 

“You don’t really know for sure until you get into that situation, but I don’t 
think so,” he said. “I think everything I’ve done leading up to it – all the 
contact (in practice) – has felt really good. I do have that extra layer of 
protection with the (jaw protection) bubble.” 

Blueger, 27, from Latvia, was a second-round pick by the Penguins at the 
2012 draft and, on a team more known for its star players, has become 
an integral part of the lineup. This season, he has eight goals, 17 points 
in 40 games and was part of the penalty-killing unit earlier this season 
when it led the NHL for a good stretch. 

At practice Monday, Blueger participated in drills at the fourth-line center 
spot, and the Penguins made some adjustments based on that. 

In particular, Brock McGinn skated on Blueger’s right wing, with Zach 
Aston-Reese still on the left side; Dominik Simon moved to the third line 
with Jeff Carter and Evan Rodrigues; and Brian Boyle seemed to be the 
odd man out. (As an aside, Boyle has been all the Penguins wanted and 
more, reliable, physical, but when healthy the team’s center position is 
deep.) 

It’s not set in stone that that will be the look the team goes with Tuesday 
if Blueger plays, but it speaks to his importance in getting back into the 
lineup. 

“He adds so much versatility to our lineup,” Penguins top-line winger 
Bryan Rust said. “He’s a guy who plays a lot of minutes in our (defensive) 
zone because we gets a lot of faceoffs there. He does an unbelievable 
job. 

“We rely on him a lot. If the opportunity comes to get him back 
(Tuesday), it’s going to be really nice.” 

Blueger said he will take on whatever role the coaches ask when he 
returns, including his regular tasks and ice time. 

“It will probably take a couple shifts to get acquainted with the pace and 
all that stuff,” Blueger said. 

He also almost surely will have to continue to wear the clunky jaw 
protector at least initially in games. That, historically, has not been very 
popular with players who have needed to wear one, but Blueger mostly 
shrugged it off. 

“Obviously, you can see a lot different with just a visor on,” he said. 
“Hopefully, I’ll be able to get back to that soon, but I’ve had plenty of time 
in practice to kind of get used to it. It does kind of fog up a little bit, and 
the little squares on the bottom of it don’t help you see the puck any 
better. But we all played with that stuff on (in lower levels of hockey) our 
whole life growing up, and it was fine. I think it’s just something you get 
used to.” 
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‘It Sucks Sometimes…,’ Kasperi Kapanen, Chances and Struggles 
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By Dan Kingerski  

 

That is hockey, and it has been that type of season for Kasperi Kapanen. 
Struggles and chances. Ups but more downs. And a wonder if the tailspin 
will end. 

Kapanen has two points in his last three games, which is his best output 
since the first couple weeks of 2022. It has been an agonizing slump and 
challenge to play good hockey. As the PHN shift diary in late February 
showed, Kapanen was not playing good hockey. 

When chances aren’t going, they can dry up. The negative can pile up, 
though Kapanen emerged on Sunday upbeat. It wasn’t the dreary 
Kapanen we talked to a few weeks ago. 

“Yeah, I feel like I’m getting chances. You know, I’m going to say this 
until I’m done playing hockey. If you’re not getting chances and that’s a 
problem, but you know, I’m getting chances and just not going in,” 
Kapanen said. “(That’s) something I’ve got to work on. And, you know, 
just after practice (I’ve) probably got to stay on the ice more and practice 
on some things and just get some reps. 

And that’s hockey. I mean, it sucks sometimes and nothing goes in…” 

In the previous 13 games, Kapanen had no points and was minus-6. He 
played beside Evgeni Malkin. Sometimes beside Jeff Carter. He was also 
dropped to the fourth line during several games, and benched, too. 

His scoring chance numbers are right on career norms. Except for one 
outlier season, he generally gets about .5 high-danger scoring chances 
per game, and he’s one goal away from his 10th even-strength goal, 
tying his second-best season. 

But a lot more was expected. 

“…and when you’re hot, you feel like anything you put at the net is going 
in. And right now, I’m just going through a slump that I haven’t really ever 
been through. So just going to push through it,” Kapanen said. 

The slump has bewildered many and brought Kasperi Kapanen into trade 
rumors. Heard the one about Kapanen to Vancouver for Brock Boeser? If 
you read a few message boards, that return could be a bag of pucks, too. 

The overall totals aren’t pretty. The RW has 26 points (9-17-26) in 56 
games. The player changed his diet, dedicated his offseason workout 
regimen, and appeared to be ready for the breakout season. 

Maybe the desire to be the player the foretold, and reach the fullest 
potential of a star winger beside star centers worked in the negative to 
the chill Kapanen. 

“I think it’s going, OK. You know, the team is doing well, and now that’s 
the most important thing. Obviously, I want to contribute and score goals 
and be a factor out there, but I feel like my game has been trending in a 
better direction, which is always a positive, but it’s nothing I’m going to 
settle for,” said Kapanen. “But listen, if I don’t score another goal this 
season and the team keeps winning and we make playoffs and we have 
a good run, you know that’s what I’m here for. So I like the way our 
teams playing right now.” 

The Pittsburgh Penguins picked up three of four points on their top-of-
the-East gauntlet through Tampa Bay and Carolina. They get the Florida 
Panthers on Tuesday. 

It would be a good time for Kasperi Kapanen to finally bury one. He 
hasn’t lit the lamp since Jan. 23. The Penguins need a few more goals 
from the middle-six wingers. It would surely quiet a few of the trade 
rumors, too. 
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'We need help': A longtime NHL player pleads for support from inside 
war-torn Ukraine 

 

Dan Robson5-7 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

As bombs fall and tanks roll across Ukraine, Dmitri Khristich remains — 
pleading for help from a world he believes has abandoned his homeland. 

Speaking from what he described as the relative safety of Poltava, a city 
in central Ukraine that has not yet been invaded by Russian troops, the 
former longtime NHL forward expressed anger and sorrow at the rising 
number of civilian casualties that have marked an invasion that started 
nearly two weeks ago and shows no signs of relenting. 

“The rest of the world is just watching,” Khristich says. 

There have been more than 1,000 civilian casualties since the Russian 
invasion began on Feb. 24, according to the United Nations. 

More than 1.5 million Ukrainian refugees have fled to neighboring 
countries, including Khristich’s 15-year-old son, Ilya, who is now in 
Poland. Khristich has helped get many other family members to safety 
beyond Ukraine’s borders, but he has no intention of leaving. 

“That’s my land,” he says. 

Khristich played more than 800 games in the NHL — as a right winger for 
the Capitals, Los Angeles Kings, Boston Bruins and Toronto Maple 
Leafs. He finished his NHL career with the Capitals in 2002. 

While two of his sons and his elderly parents live in the United States, 
Khristich resides in the country where he first learned to play hockey as a 
boy in Kyiv. 

He represented Ukraine in world championships and at the 2002 Winter 
Olympics. He remains the all-time leading scorer among NHL players 
who were born in Ukraine, with 596. But Khristich has little interest in his 
on-ice legacy these days. 

Today concrete blocks and makeshift gates line streets at checkpoints 
throughout Poltava, as civilians like Khristich prepare for the worst. 

“Everywhere people are doing what they can do just to save our country,” 
he says. 

Under martial law, men between the ages of 18 and 60 years old are not 
allowed to leave Ukraine. Khristich is 52. He says some civilians have 
taken up arms, while others  patrol the streets. They all try to offer 
support in whatever way they are able. Khristich’s wife, Oleksandra, is a 
first responder who will ride with ambulances to give aid to the injured. 

And while Poltava has remained untouched, the fighting is not far away.  
Kyiv, the nearby capital, remains under siege and is a little over 200 
miles away. 

“Everywhere — in the east, in the south, in the north — there’s a war,” 
Khristich says. “It doesn’t really matter if we’re safe or not, because the 
rest of the country is not safe. That’s the main point.” 

While NATO and other allies have offered support to Ukraine through 
economic sanctions against Russia, Khristich says he’s angry with what 
he perceives as an indifference to the devastation his country — and a 
fear of Russia. 

“We are just looking at the news and we don’t understand why the West 
is just sitting and watching how Russians are just destroying Ukraine,” he 
says. “This is so unbelievable.” 

For its part, the global hockey community has widely condemned the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. The International Hockey Federation has 
suspended all Russian and Belarusian teams from any IIHF competitions 
until further notice, and the 2023 World Junior tournament will no longer 
be held in Russia. Two KHL teams — Jokerit, based in Helskini, and 
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Dynamo Riga based in Latvia— have withdrawn from the Russia-based 
league in protest of the invasion. The NHL has suspended its relationship 
with business partners in Russia, shut down its Russian-language social 
and digital media sites. While condemning the invasion in a statement, 
the league expressed concern for the well-being of NHL players from 
Russia and their families. 

Khristich says his son and others in the Ukrainian hockey community 
have received support from the IIHF to be given a place to live and 
hopefully to practice while they are displaced. 

Other former NHL players with Ukrainian heritage have spoken out about 
the tragedy unfolding in their country. 

Sokil Kyiv, a hockey club team based in Kyiv, recently posted a video of 
former Buffalo Sabre Alexei Zhitnik sharing the devastation he had 
witnessed in the Ukrainian capital and calling for the support of Russian 
athletes and hockey players. Zhitnik was born in Kyiv — and played for 
the same local club as Khristich and several other NHL players from 
Ukraine. Ruslan Fedotenko, another former Sokil Kyiv player who won 
two Stanley Cups during his NHL career, expressed his concern for 
family and friends still in Ukraine. 

But for Khristich, now, there remains anger and frustration at his rising 
sense that Ukraine is being abandoned by the international community at 
large. 

“We need help. Like real help,” he says. “You’re going to let us be killed.” 

Whether that aid comes in the form of NATO jets or other military action 
that the Ukrainians have asked for, Khristich says he will stay and defend 
his homeland. 

“We are not here to just to sit and watch it,” Khristich says. 

Dan Robson is Head of Features and a Senior Writer for The Athletic 
Canada. He is an award-winning journalist and the bestselling author of 
several books. Previously he was a Senior Writer at Sportsnet Magazine 
and Sportsnet.ca. Follow Dan on Twitter @RobsonDan. 
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NHL trade deadline 2022: Which player (or pick) each team is most likely 
to deal, from captains to cap casualties 

 

Eric Stephens, Eric Duhatschek, Fluto Shinzawa, John Vogl, Hailey 
Salvian, Sara Civian, Scott Powers, Peter Baugh, Aaron Portzline, Saad 
Yousuf, Max Bultman, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Shayna Goldman, Lisa 
Dillman, Michael Russo, Marc Antoine Godin, Joe Rexrode, Kevin Kurz, 
Arthur Staple, Ian Mendes, Charlie O'Connor, Josh Yohe, Corey 
Masisak, Ryan S. Clark, Jeremy Rutherford, Joe Smith, James Mirtle, 
Thomas Drance, Harman Dayal, Jesse Granger, Tarik El-Bashir, Murat 
Ates15-19 minutes 07/03/2022 

Who or what is leaving each NHL town at the trade deadline? With the 
March 21 date quickly approaching, The Athletic asked the reporters who 
know the 32 teams best for their expert picks and analysis. 

In response, we heard about useful veterans, bad contracts, fire sales, 
mortgaged futures and even a few stars. 

Here are our beat writers’ picks for the most likely assets to be dealt: 

Anaheim Ducks: Rickard Rakell 

It just seems to make perfect sense. The Ducks are still in a rebuild. 
Rakell is hitting unrestricted-free-agent status and will want a hike from 
his $3.8 million salary in his next deal. He’s also 28 and is who he is at 
this point: a skilled secondary scorer. That has value on the open market, 
and new Anaheim general manager Pat Verbeek can get a nice return for 

a useful player. Down the line, the Ducks will have wingers who can 
make up the goals they might lose in not extending him. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Jakob Chychrun 

The Coyotes have been listening to offers on Chychrun for months now, 
because he is young (23), attractively priced (a $4.65 million average 
annual value until 2024-25) and led the NHL in goal-scoring by 
defensemen last season. So far, no one’s met Arizona’s asking price of a 
Jack Eichel-like package. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins: Jake DeBrusk 

As well as DeBrusk is playing, his trade request still stands. That he 
hasn’t changed his mind indicates little desire to stay with the Bruins 
when his current contract expires and he becomes a restricted free 
agent, due a $4.41 million qualifying offer. The Bruins, meanwhile, may 
not be willing to qualify DeBrusk at that number. As such, it may be best 
for both parties to end the relationship. DeBrusk’s surge could increase 
the Bruins’ trade return. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Cody Eakin 

Eakin has specific skills that benefit contenders and bolster a bottom six. 
He is an elite faceoff man as a center and ranks second among Sabres 
forwards in penalty-kill time this season. He also has 50 games of playoff 
experience, including a run to the finals with Vegas. He’s cost-efficient at 
$2.25 million and may only cost a midround pick. — John Vogl 

Cody Eakin battles Steven Stamkos for a puck in front of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. (Timothy T. Ludwig / USA Today) 

Calgary Flames: 2022 second-round pick 

I could have gone with a player or prospect, but what happens with the 
Flames at the deadline is anyone’s guess right now. I could see them 
making a hockey trade with a number of assets involved, as they likely 
need to move money out to get any player of consequence. But I do think 
they could make a move for a depth piece using one of their picks. 
Calgary does not have a third- or fourth-round pick in 2022 (or a first now 
after getting Tyler Toffoli). They do have two second-rounders, though, 
and I could see them flipping one of them. — Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: 2023 first-round pick 

The Hurricanes don’t want to mess with a lineup that’s working, and the 
depth players they would consider giving up probably wouldn’t warrant a 
return that would make it worth it. Since they don’t have a 2022 first-
rounder, the 2023 first-rounder would probably yield the highest return. 
— Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Dominik Kubalik 

The Blackhawks have many trade candidates, but Kubalik seems like the 
safe bet to be dealt. He has a high qualifying offer as a restricted free 
agent and probably isn’t in new GM Kyle Davidson’s rebuilding plans. 
Kubalik will likely be sought as an offensive depth piece for some playoff 
team. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche: Tyson Jost 

Jost is a former first-round pick who, at 23 years old, is a useful depth 
player but hasn’t reached the offensive ceiling Colorado saw when it 
drafted him. His $2 million cap hit could make sense to move in a deal if 
Colorado is trying to create cap space, and perhaps he can find more 
offensive success playing more minutes on a different team. — Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Max Domi 

Domi is a pending UFA and is not likely to be back in Columbus, which 
has a cluster of prospect forwards ready to hit the NHL lineup. The Blue 
Jackets have to start clearing space for Kent Johnson, Kirill Marchenko, 
Liam Foudy and others. Domi has been mostly a bottom-six forward the 
past two seasons for the Blue Jackets. — Aaron Portzline 
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Max Domi mixes it up with Ryan Strome. (Brad Penner / USA Today) 

Dallas Stars: Braden Holtby 

The easy and perhaps most common answer would be John Klingberg. 
The 29-year-old defenseman has generated most of the trade buzz 
around the Stars this season. If the Stars are sellers, he remains the 
answer to this question. With their recent play, though, the Stars don’t 
look like they’ll be sellers. Given their heavy reliance on Jake Oettinger 
lately, they could explore trading Holtby to fetch a return and ride Anton 
Khudobin as a backup. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Vladislav Namestnikov 

The versatile forward has become a fan favorite in Detroit this season, 
bringing an up-tempo game and sorely needed secondary scoring. But 
as a pending UFA, those qualities may soon be more valued by a 
contending team that can better benefit from his ability to play on nearly 
any line and play either center or wing. Namestnikov fetched a fourth-
round pick each of the past two times he was dealt, so the return likely 
won’t be massive, but his four goals in 12 games (in limited minutes) for 
the Avalanche in 2020 showed he can score in the playoffs. There should 
be a solid market for him. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Josh Archibald 

If there’s any market for him, the smart money is on the Oilers trading 
Archibald. The winger has missed the whole season with myocarditis, an 
inflammation of the heart muscle, but has been given a clean bill of 
health and declared himself ready to play. The problem for the Oilers is 
he’s unvaccinated, so he’s unable to cross the border into Canada 
without quarantining. That makes him a half-time player for the team’s 20 
post-deadline games. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Owen Tippett 

If the Panthers make moves to further solidify their contender status, 
they’re going to have to give up young, NHL-caliber players when dealing 
with retooling clubs. Ideally, Anton Lundell isn’t going anywhere. Instead, 
it’s likely to be Tippett, whose path upward is blocked by Florida’s winger 
depth. His stock isn’t as high as it once was, but a team may want to see 
what the 23-year-old can do in an expanded role. — Shayna Goldman 

Los Angeles Kings: Andreas Athanasiou 

At times, Athanasiou has been the odd man out in the Kings’ lineup. 
Plus, the Kings have to start seeing what they have with their (many) 
prospects in Ontario. Considering the acquisition cost would be minimal, 
a team might want to take a low-risk gamble on a player with an 
undeniable skill set. Consistency is always the issue, but any GM trading 
for Athanasiou would do so with eyes wide open. — Lisa Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: 2022 second-round pick 

The Wild don’t look like they plan to bring back pending UFA Alex 
Goligoski, as they originally planned to, but he has a full no-move clause. 
Nico Sturm will also be a UFA this summer and probably isn’t in the 
future plans, so he could be a trade asset. It’s more probable that GM Bill 
Guerin would be willing to dangle his second-round pick, because it’s 
expected that Minnesota will receive a compensatory second-rounder if 
they don’t sign 2018 first-round pick Filip Johansson. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Ben Chiarot 

The rugged UFA-to-be has a style built for the playoffs and is easily one 
of the top five defensemen on the market. There’s plenty of interest. The 
Canadiens are hoping to get a similar return to what Tampa Bay got for 
David Savard last season, which was a first-round pick and a third-round 
pick — although it’s worth noting that new GM Kent Hughes has 
expressed openness to acquiring quality prospects instead of picks. — 
Marc Antoine Godin 

Ben Chiarot. (Sergei Belski / USA Today) 

Nashville Predators: Filip Forsberg 

It’s still more likely that Predators GM David Poile holds onto Forsberg, of 
course, and he hasn’t been shy about proclaiming that he wants to sign 
Forsberg to a long-term deal. But there’s clearly a gap between the sides 
as the deadline approaches, and Poile does not want to relive the Ryan 
Suter situation of 10 years ago. If talks don’t progress, and especially if 
that’s in tandem with underwhelming play from the team in the stretch 
ahead, Poile may be compelled to ensure he isn’t left empty-handed. — 
Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils: Pavel Zacha 

With Jack Hughes, Nico Hischier, Dawson Mercer and Jesper Boqvist as 
top-nine center options, the Devils may want to move the pending RFA 
Zacha ahead of his next contract, which likely will come in over his 
projected market value. A change of scenery may be best for him — if it’s 
to a team actually in need of a center — and a trade could help the 
Devils bolster their wing depth. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders: Semyon Varlamov 

There are at least a few legitimate Stanley Cup contenders that could 
use some insurance in goal, and Varlamov, 33, is a proven NHL veteran 
with 60 playoff games under his belt. While his record this season is 
poor, the Islanders have given him virtually no goal support. Further, it 
seems more evident every day that Ilya Sorokin is the Islanders’ goalie of 
the future, so cleaning Varlamov’s $5 million cap hit through next season 
could help them address other, more pressing needs. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers: 2022 first-round pick 

The Rangers have an overload of good defense prospects so there’s a 
chance one of those players could be moved, but the main asset is the 
first-round pick this season. The Rangers need forward help and a cap 
crunch is coming next season, so that first could go for a top-six winger 
on an expiring deal quite easily. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators: Zach Sanford 

Anton Forsberg and Nick Paul are probably Ottawa’s two most sought-
after assets at the deadline, but there is a chance both could re-sign with 
the Senators. That probably moves Sanford to the top of the list of likely 
trade candidates. Sanford hasn’t really found his niche in Ottawa, and it’s 
hard to envision where he slots into this lineup next season. He was a 
contributing member to the Blues Stanley Cup championship in 2019, so 
there might be a contending team looking to add his playoff experience 
as a depth forward. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: Claude Giroux 

Giroux, whose contract is set to expire this summer, would have to waive 
his no-movement clause for a trade, but it appears he’s already well 
down the road toward doing so, even if his final decision has not yet been 
made. Assuming he does, the Flyers will be looking to get a haul for their 
longtime captain, with the goal of jumpstarting their planned “aggressive 
retool” this summer. A veteran player wanting to chase down a Cup and 
a team needing to restock in terms of assets: That’s the type of 
combination that usually leads to a deadline trade. — Charlie O’Connor 

Claude Giroux and Kasperi Kapanen. (Charles LeClaire / USA Today) 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Kasperi Kapanen 

Kapanen has been something of a disaster this season and, when the 
Penguins are healthy, there’s a chance he wouldn’t even be in their 
postseason lineup. However, he is only 25 and isn’t without considerable 
talent. It wouldn’t be shocking to see a young team give him a chance 
while the Penguins, in turn, could trade him for a veteran or simply free 
salary cap space that could be used in a subsequent deal. — Josh Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Andrew Cogliano 

The most valuable player who could be traded is Tomas Hertl, and he 
would be one of the most coveted players in the league … if the Sharks 
are willing to move him. The organization has said it’s committed to 
signing the pending UFA, though. Cogliano is also a pending UFA. His 
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offense has dried up, but he’s a key cog (pun intended, I guess) in one of 
the league’s best penalty kills and is definitely the type of veteran leader 
that GMs love to acquire at this time of year. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken: Mark Giordano 

Giordano offers potential suitors a top-four defenseman who can still 
operate a power-play unit in addition to bringing leadership. The Kraken 
believe that trading him should allow them to add a significant amount of 
draft capital as they seek to build their farm system. — Ryan Clark 

St. Louis Blues: 2022 first-round pick 

Already without a second-round pick this summer, Blues GM Doug 
Armstrong may not want to trade his 2022 first-rounder. But if he wants a 
top-four defenseman, whether it’s a hockey trade for Arizona’s Jakob 
Chychrun or a rental deal for Anaheim’s Hampus Lindholm or Seattle’s 
Mark Giordano, he may not have a choice. If it’s Chychrun, it could be 
the first-rounder and a prospect such as Jake Neighbours, Zach Bolduc 
or Scott Perunovich. The Blues are up against the salary cap so any 
trade needs to be dollar-for-dollar, which means Marco Scandella could 
be included, though he’s currently out with an injury. — Jeremy 
Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: 2022 first-round pick 

Lightning GM Julien BriseBois said “nothing is off the table” when it 
comes to dealing picks and prospects for a difference-maker at the 
deadline. Their first-round picks are their best trade chips, and they don’t 
pick in the second, third or fourth rounds this year. They’d likely prefer to 
move their 2023 first, but this year’s can be in play. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Travis Dermott and a first-round pick 

When (if?) Jake Muzzin is healthy, the Leafs have eight NHL 
defensemen. And they also have designs on adding on D, meaning 
someone will have to go to make way — both in terms of cap space and 
a roster spot. Dermott is the likeliest odd-man out, given his play and 
recent healthy scratches. As for the pick: The Leafs are in win-now mode 
and GM Kyle Dubas hasn’t been shy to move his firsts in the past. — 
James Mirtle 

Travis Dermott and William Nylander. (John E. Sokolowski / USA Today) 

Vancouver Canucks: Tyler Motte 

New president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford has a reputation for 
being aggressive, to say the least, and as such the Canucks seem to 
exist at the nexus of all NHL trade rumours right now. They are still on 
the (outer) fringe of the playoff race, though, and there isn’t a ton of 
pressure to move the bigger-ticket pieces. So while some blockbuster 
deals could end up happening, the only fair answer at the moment is 
Tyler Motte. Motte’s situation carries some urgency as the club’s only 
pending UFA of note — that is if he isn’t extended before the deadline. — 
Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights: Reilly Smith 

The Golden Knights’ salary cap predicament makes predicting their trade 
deadline strategy difficult, but I’d have to say the most likely player to be 
moved before March 21 is Smith. I don’t think it’s particularly likely to 
happen, but if Vegas decides Mark Stone will be available to play at 
some point in the regular season, it would need to shed salary to activate 
Stone’s $9.5 million hit while remaining cap compliant. Smith is a pending 
unrestricted free agent who the Golden Knights could lose for nothing 
this summer and could be an attractive rental for other contenders 
because of his strong 200-foot game. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals: Daniel Sprong 

Sprong has been in and out of coach Peter Laviolette’s doghouse for a 
couple of seasons. In fact, the 24-year-old winger was a healthy scratch 
for four consecutive games late last month, marking his longest stretch 
out of the lineup. Although he’s signed for below the league minimum 
($725,000), he’s due to become a restricted free agent with arbitration 

rights at season’s end. If the Caps make a move for a middle-six winger, 
it wouldn’t be a huge surprise to see him go the other way in the deal. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Andrew Copp 

Andrew Copp is a near-lock to reach unrestricted free agency. His two-
year arbitration award in 2019 and his one-year contract signed last 
summer give him the opportunity to bet on himself on the open market 
and get paid like the second-line player he’s become. Winnipeg could 
use him for its playoff push, but the Jets have been sputtering. If they 
can’t get back into the race, expect the pending UFA to be moved. — 
Murat Ates 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.08.2022 

1237761 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Toffoli rises to occasion, showing he's more than 
a depth option 

 

Eric Francis March 8, 2022, 2:14 AM 

 

With Darryl Sutter juggling his bottom three lines Monday, no one was 
quite sure what to call the unit Tyler Toffoli was on. 

Placed alongside second-line mainstay Andrew Mangiapane and fourth 
line centre Adam Ruzicka, fans wondered whether if it meant Toffoli 
could still be deemed a third liner. 

By night’s end, there was only one thing to call him. 

“He’s a goal scorer,” said coach Darryl Sutter, after the versatile winger 
scored twice in a 3-1 win over Edmonton. 

“Look at both teams, who is the natural goal scorer? There is one guy on 
both teams who is a natural goal scorer. 

“He only needs one chance. 

“He had two chances and scored two goals and he was pissed off 
because he had that shorthanded breakaway he tried to come back on. 

“Those guys are special players. You can’t teach guys to score.” 

You can’t teach em how to rise to the occasion either, like Toffoli has 
done ever since arriving in Calgary. 

For those keeping track at home, that’s seven goals in ten outings as a 
Flame. 

Not bad for a lad brought in to add depth to a third line. 

Sutter may be exaggerating to make a point, as Monday’s game involved 
a handful of the game’s top goal scorers this season, including a pair 
from Edmonton who had 12 points in their previous two games against 
Calgary. 

However, on Monday none shone brighter than the Flames’ recent 
acquisition from Montreal, who broke a scoreless tie six minutes into the 
second period with a power-play finish from in tight. 

Three minutes later he did it again when he finished a slick passing play 
from Mangiapane and Ruzicka by rocketing it past Mikko Koskinen to 
bring a Saddledome crowd of 17,246 to its feet. 

“When you look at the goals he scores it’s not one position or the same 
goal,” said Jacob Markstrom of his new teammate. 

“He scores on the power play, he scored in front of the net in Minnesota, 
he scores on the 2-on-1 and went high glove today and almost scored on 
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the breakaway when he went around the goalie. He’s a goal scorer and 
it’s nice to have him on our team.” 

Devin Shore – actually, make that referee Dan O’Rourke – made things 
interesting early in the third when a Darnell Nurse shot missed the net 
and bounced around to the other side of the net where the puck 
ricocheted off O’Rourke’s skate while the official wasn’t looking. 
Markstrom immediately scrambled to stop a Derek Ryan shot before 
Shore potted the rebound into an empty net. 

Markstrom said O’Rourke apologized for the miscue, which got the Oilers 
back into a tight-checking game in which their big guns were held in 
check all night by a roving cast of characters spearheaded by Mikael 
Backlund’s retooled line with Trevor Lewis and Blake Coleman. 

Another slick Johnny Gaudreau breakaway conversion capped the win 
with three minutes left, giving the hottest team in the league its 14th win 
in its last 16 outings. 

They’ll get a chance to extend their 13-game home point streak Tuesday 
against Washington. 

“I just think we’re playing a lot of games and we’re going to need lots of 
different looks,” said Sutter, when asked why he swapped Mangiapane 
with Lewis. 

“Trying to get Ty a bit more offensive guys. I think Mang and Ty can play 
both wings and they can play a lot of situations. They still need the right 
guys with them in the long run. 

“We’ve just got to work our way through it, get through the schedule part 
of it and keep moving guys around.” 

You can bet Brad Treliving is spending the bulk of his time looking at 
ways to potentially address his team’s depth up the middle. 

On Monday all four centres were just fine, doing well to limit McDavid and 
Draisaitl to four shots on a night Sutter said they looked tired. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

They’ll all be tired by week’s end as the Flames have four games over 
the next six nights. 

“I thought we did a good job containing their top guys and Marky made 
some big saves at the right time,” said Toffoli, whose club killed all four 
Edmonton power plays. 

“I just think we did a good job overall not really letting them get to their 
game as much as they probably wanted to. 

“There’s confidence in our group knowing every line in our group can 
create momentum and do positive things throughout the game. That’s 
what we do, we roll the lines. We trust our power play, our penalty kill 
and obviously we trust our goaltender and I think that’s the key to 
success.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With power play lost at sea, Oilers clinging to stay afloat in 
playoff race 

 

Mark Spector March 8, 2022, 1:55 AM 

 

CALGARY — With the trade deadline fast approaching, the Eastern 
Conference scout arrived at the Saddledome Monday with explicit 
instructions. 

“I’m trying to figure if Edmonton is a buyer or a seller.” 

Aren’t we all, pal. Aren’t we all. 

On a night where the Oilers hung around the periphery of a 3-1 loss in 
Calgary, Edmonton lost another two points to the Los Angeles Kings in 
the Pacific and now stand firmly outside the playoff race out West. 

They’ve got injuries, they’ve got good players playing poorly — Darnell 
Nurse and Leon Draisaitl were both horrendous on Monday — and their 
power play is ranked 23rd in the NHL since Dec. 5. And now they’ve got 
questions about how they’re going to make up ground in the West, with a 
bunch of players playing above their pay grade due to injuries keeping 
Tyson Barrie, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Jesse Puljujarvi, Evan Bouchard 
and Zack Kassian out of the lineup. 

“You can't expect Brad Malone to come in here and score three goals 
tonight, right?” said Leon Draisaitl, shouldering the blame on a night 
when even one power-play goal in four fruitless opportunities could have 
meant a point in the standings. 

“That’s our job. That’s on Connor (McDavid). That’s on me. That’s on the 
top guys that are getting paid to create, and we probably didn't do 
enough of that tonight.” 

How do you crap on a power play that’s missing its utility man in Nugent-
Hopkins, and not one but both of the best QBs they have in Barrie and 
Bouchard? Not to mention a big horse down low in Puljujarvi. 

But the unit is lost at sea, and the Oilers are drowning because of it. 

“We’re playing our hearts out, but if you score one goal you’re not going 
to win many games,” said Draisaitl, lamenting all the injured guys. “There 
are just top guys not in our lineup. Those are key minutes, right? Nuge 
plays 20 minutes a night. It’s hard to replace a guy like that. It's hard to 
replace 16, 17 minutes from Puljujarvi.” 

The Oilers did a decent job accommodating for all the missing players 
Monday, playing a solid, low-event defensive game against the NHL’s 
hottest team. But that formula counts on being able to bury at least one 
power-play goal, and in a game that was 2-1 with three minutes to play, 
that might have been enough to get a game into OT. 

Alas, an offence led by the NHL’s two leading scorers was impotent. 
Edmonton generated just six high-danger scoring chances (per Natural 
Stat Trick), and not a single one with the man advantage. 

“You can't forget that we’re missing three key pieces. Four even, with 
Bouchard out today as well,” began head coach Jay Woodcroft, who is 
sliding through his first three-game losing streak at the helm of this 
flagging vessel. “There is no easy answer on it. We’re going to look to 
adjust some things personnel-wise to give it a fresh look. I think we can 
be more substantive in-zone there.” 

What does that mean? 

It means you do what one always does when the power play hits a dry 
spot: You get off the perimeter and start pounding pucks on the net, 
hoping for a good bounce or a greasy rebound goal. 

“More substance,” Woodcroft defined. “More shots to the net and looking 
for second and third chances. Not just relying on a certain play or two. It’s 
about finding that second and third opportunity, and scoring a dirty one 
around the paint.” 

Edmonton got excellent goaltending from Mikko Koskinen, but their best 
set-up man turned out to be referee Dan O’Rourke, who inadvertently 
redirected a puck right to Derek Ryan whose rebound was potted by 
Devin Shore for Edmonton’s only goal. 
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It was a big break in a 2-0 game, no doubt about it. But the Oilers 
couldn’t take advantage because the rest of their offensive game was 
nonexistent on this night. 

“You’re not gonna win very many games if you score one goal,” Draisaitl 
repeated. “On the defensive side of it, I thought it was good. But 
offensively, maybe we didn't create enough.” 

With 25 games to play, the Oilers awake this morning two points south of 
a wildcard spot and four points behind third place Vegas in the Pacific. 
Sure, there’s lots of time. 

But it’s getting late fast. 

“I think if we start looking at the standings, that would not be the way to 
go,” warned Shore. “We’re trying to build something as a group, the way 
we want to play. That needs to be our focus, and let the results kind of be 
a byproduct of that. 

“I think if we start looking at the playoff picture, I don't that’s a recipe for 
success right now.” 

We’d have to agree. 

Don’t look at the standings. Do look at the mirror. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 6 Maple Leafs Takeaways: Hot start, nervous finish 

 

Luke Fox March 7, 2022, 10:12 PM 

 

Brad Larsen could sense a sag coming. 

Not only were his Columbus Blue Jackets facing a motivated Toronto 
Maple Leafs squad, flying into Ohio sour after consecutive home losses 
to teams out of playoff position (Buffalo and Vancouver), but his players 
were tired. 

The Jackets were playing their third in four nights, and the two prior 
games stretched into overtime. 

“You hope that we can keep squeezing more juice out of the orange, 
right? Because these guys need energy to play,” Larsen said pre-game. 
“That's how we need to play. We got to be in people's faces and on our 
toes and play aggressive.” 

Well, the orange ran dry. And the Maple Leafs took full advantage of 
fresher legs in a 5-4 victory Monday, thanks to a hot start… and despite a 
nerve-racking finish. 

First-period dominance 

The Maple Leafs jumped all over their hosts early and often, caving them 
in during a dominant first period to the tune of 33 shot attempts, 22 
scoring chances and three goals. 

This marked the 11th occasion Toronto has scored three or more in the 
opening frame, doing so more often than any other team. 

"The first period was as good as we could ask for. You want to follow that 
up and keep building on it, but we weren’t able to do that. So, that was 
the disappointing part of the game," Keefe said.   

"But loved how our guys were calm and went out there and made plays 
to get us our lead back.” 

Auston Matthews led the way with fierce effort on some prolonged 
cycles, an assists, plus his league-leading 40th goal of the season. 

Matthews now has three consecutive 40-goal campaigns and four total. 
He’s 24. 

“Some of the stuff he does, I just kind of giggle to myself mid-game 
because it’s pretty remarkable," said Michael Bunting. 

"He's one of the best, or the best, in the league." 

Goaltending good enough (barely) 

Coming off last week’s rough outing against Buffalo, the upbeat Petr 
Mrazek has put in plenty of work with goaltending coach Steve Briere. 

"To be honest, I like where my game's getting," said Mrazek, still trying to 
bump his save percentage into the .900s. “I just have to improve those 
small details, do them right, and I'm not worried about my game at all.” 

Naturally aggressive in his crease, Mrazek explained that he never had a 
goalie coach growing up in the Czech Republic. Not until the goalie got to 
North America was he encouraged to be more selective with those 
forceful angles. 

"We talk about settling in the crease more," Mrazek said. “Be aggressive 
when I have to be, and don't be as aggressive as I was years ago. 
[Briere] has been great with that. He's done great things for me and 
helped me go through the change. I'm trying to settle." 

Mrazek wasn’t pressed too hard, but he kept the canon blasts to three 
during the Jackets’ rally and improved his record to 10-5, thanks to 
Bunting's clutch third-period winner. 

Yes, when it looked like they might run away with the night, the Leafs 
bent hard in the second period. 

Unlike Saturday versus Vancouver, however, they responded after 
blowing a 3-0 lead and secured the W. 

“A win is a win, right?" Mrazek said. "That matters the most.” 

Keefe said his goalie "played a lot better than the stat line" and was 
encouraged by his effort. 

In the shadows of older brother Jason’s double-hat-trick weekend, Nick 
Robertson sniped his first regular-season goal. The 20-year-old prospect 
made good on his top-six trial alongside William Nylander and John 
Tavares Saturday. 

He was rewarded Monday with another promotion — to the Leafs’ 
second power-play unit. 

“He’s looked really good. He’s looked confident. I think moving him up 
with Willy and John really ignited that line a bit,” Auston Matthews said. 
“Hopefully he just continues to develop and progress and continues to 
play with confidence. Because when he’s doing that, he’s obviously a 
really good player and deserves to be up.” 

Robertson admits that in junior he used to dust off the puck before 
shooting, and it’s a bad habit he’s been encouraged to ditch since turning 
pro. Give an NHL goalie time to set up, and he’ll make the save. 

“I was always taught to not stick-handle and just rip it — and that's what I 
did,” Robertson said. 

Mrazek points out that Robertson loves to shoot five-hole and was not 
surprised that’s how he notched his first. 

“He rips it. He shoots it as hard as anybody here,” said Matthews of the 
5-foot-9 sniper. “He’s really strong and uses a lot of down force.” 

Make an offer on Domi 

Jarmo Kekalainen is a realist. 

Despite stronger play of late, his Blue Jackets have a measly 2.8 per 
cent chance of making the playoffs. So, the GM made public that he will 
not be renting help in the next two weeks. 
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And while Kekalainen has vehemently shot down reports that he’s taking 
calls on pending RFA Patrik Laine and 22-year-old Alexandre Texier, 
impending UFA Max Domi is a different story. 

Kekalainen told Real Kyper & Bourne Monday that Domi’s play has been 
“inconsistent” and that “we’ll see where we’re at in two weeks,” regarding 
the forward’s future as a Jacket. 

Smart money is on Domi, 27, joining his fourth NHL organization. 

The trade bait made noise Monday with a pair of primary assists and a 
fight against Justin Holl. 

    T minus 2 weeks until the NHL trade deadline  

Will Lyubushkin earn a promotion? 

When Keefe plugged one hole on his defence, he cracked open another. 

“You’ve got a spot with [Morgan] Rielly available,” the coach mentioned, 
making clear that neither young Rasmus Sandin nor Timothy Liljegren 
has seized that top-four spot. 

It’s a problem. 

Since Jake Muzzin (concussion) left the lineup, the staff rebalanced its 
blue line, removing the dependable T.J. Brodie from Morgan Rielly’s right 
and placing him to Justin Holl’s right. 

We agree with the coach that Brodie-Holl has looked sharp, but that has 
move has destabilized Rielly. 

Toronto’s No. 1 defenceman is a minus-6 over his past nine outings and 
has seen his production cool to just three assists over that span. 

We wondered if righty Ilya Lyubushkin could elevate from the bottom 
pair. Could he work with Rielly? 

“He’s in a good place right now,” Keefe cautions. 

The coach is impressed with the rugged Russian’s play without the puck 
but is hesitant to throw too much on his plate too soon as he adjusts to 
new teammates and systems. 

Remaining Time -4:40 

Should Maple Leafs be concerned over another blown lead? 

Rielly plays in a ton of offensive situations, and Keefe says Lyubushkin 
needs to sharpen his skills with the puck. 

That said, Keefe labels Lyubushkin “a sponge” — a guy eager to learn 
and improve. 

There is a world where the Russian Bear steps up, tackles harder 
matchups and assumes a larger penalty-killing role with the Leafs. 

“Plays hard. Really reliable. Really good guy. Really good family. Always 
enjoyed being around him,” says Vancouver’s Connor Garland, a former 
teammate of Lyubushkin’s in Arizona. 

“Plays the way you want guys to play — hardnosed and competes each 
and every night. So, I'm happy for him to come to a team like this.” 

Coach to Laine: “Shooooooot!” 

Thoroughly enjoyed hearing Larsen speak so unequivocally on his 
preferred strategy for Laine when the Finn finds himself on an odd-man 
rush. 

“I want him to shoot the puck every time, to be honest to you. On a 2-on-
1, I don't ever want him passing the puck,” the Blue Jackets coach said. 
“And I've told him that a thousand times, and he listens to me about one 
out of every 10.” 

OK, but Laine is kinda like Phil Kessel in a way: He’s so known for his 
lethal shot that his excellent passing ability can get overshadowed. 

Fun fact: Laine has racked up as many or more assists as he has goals 
in his past two seasons — and he has a chance to do the same this 
season (22 goals, 20 helpers). 

“I know he can pass the puck. It's not that he doesn't have the ability,” 
Larsen went on. “Just when you have a shot like that, it's a true weapon. 
And you want him to use it every time he's got the opportunity, especially 
when he's been playing the way he has. Every time he shoots it, it feels 
like it's got a chance to go in. But he's gonna make his reads; I'm not 
gonna over coach that for him. That'd be silly. He's got very good 
offensive instincts.” 

One-Timers: Rasmus Sandin (illness) and Ondrej Kase (upper body) did 
not travel to Columbus. The plan was for both to skate back in Toronto 
Monday and ramp up for a potential lineup return Tuesday versus the 
Seattle Kraken…. Marner extended his point streak to seven games… 
Ilya Mikheyev’s wonderful platform year continues; the Cobra is up to a 
career-best 10 goals through only 27 games played. Not bad for a third-
liner who kills penalties…. Alexander Kerfoot ripped a big goal for the 
fourth line, and Keefe made good on his effort to find him more minutes 
(14:55).... Campbell starts Tuesday at home. Says Keefe: “I see a guy 
who looks close to finding his game again.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Toffoli rises to occasion, showing he's more than 
a depth option 

 

| March 8, 2022, 2:14 AM 

5-6 minutes 

 

With Darryl Sutter juggling his bottom three lines Monday, no one was 
quite sure what to call the unit Tyler Toffoli was on. 

Placed alongside second-line mainstay Andrew Mangiapane and fourth 
line centre Adam Ruzicka, fans wondered whether if it meant Toffoli 
could still be deemed a third liner. 

By night’s end, there was only one thing to call him. 

“He’s a goal scorer,” said coach Darryl Sutter, after the versatile winger 
scored twice in a 3-1 win over Edmonton. 

“Look at both teams, who is the natural goal scorer? There is one guy on 
both teams who is a natural goal scorer. 

“He only needs one chance. 

“He had two chances and scored two goals and he was pissed off 
because he had that shorthanded breakaway he tried to come back on. 

“Those guys are special players. You can’t teach guys to score.” 

You can’t teach em how to rise to the occasion either, like Toffoli has 
done ever since arriving in Calgary. 

For those keeping track at home, that’s seven goals in ten outings as a 
Flame. 

Not bad for a lad brought in to add depth to a third line. 

Sutter may be exaggerating to make a point, as Monday’s game involved 
a handful of the game’s top goal scorers this season, including a pair 
from Edmonton who had 12 points in their previous two games against 
Calgary. 

However, on Monday none shone brighter than the Flames’ recent 
acquisition from Montreal, who broke a scoreless tie six minutes into the 
second period with a power-play finish from in tight. 
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Three minutes later he did it again when he finished a slick passing play 
from Mangiapane and Ruzicka by rocketing it past Mikko Koskinen to 
bring a Saddledome crowd of 17,246 to its feet. 

“When you look at the goals he scores it’s not one position or the same 
goal,” said Jacob Markstrom of his new teammate. 

“He scores on the power play, he scored in front of the net in Minnesota, 
he scores on the 2-on-1 and went high glove today and almost scored on 
the breakaway when he went around the goalie. He’s a goal scorer and 
it’s nice to have him on our team.” 

Devin Shore – actually, make that referee Dan O’Rourke – made things 
interesting early in the third when a Darnell Nurse shot missed the net 
and bounced around to the other side of the net where the puck 
ricocheted off O’Rourke’s skate while the official wasn’t looking. 
Markstrom immediately scrambled to stop a Derek Ryan shot before 
Shore potted the rebound into an empty net. 

Markstrom said O’Rourke apologized for the miscue, which got the Oilers 
back into a tight-checking game in which their big guns were held in 
check all night by a roving cast of characters spearheaded by Mikael 
Backlund’s retooled line with Trevor Lewis and Blake Coleman. 

Another slick Johnny Gaudreau breakaway conversion capped the win 
with three minutes left, giving the hottest team in the league its 14th win 
in its last 16 outings. 

They’ll get a chance to extend their 13-game home point streak Tuesday 
against Washington. 

“I just think we’re playing a lot of games and we’re going to need lots of 
different looks,” said Sutter, when asked why he swapped Mangiapane 
with Lewis. 

“Trying to get Ty a bit more offensive guys. I think Mang and Ty can play 
both wings and they can play a lot of situations. They still need the right 
guys with them in the long run. 

“We’ve just got to work our way through it, get through the schedule part 
of it and keep moving guys around.” 

You can bet Brad Treliving is spending the bulk of his time looking at 
ways to potentially address his team’s depth up the middle. 

On Monday all four centres were just fine, doing well to limit McDavid and 
Draisaitl to four shots on a night Sutter said they looked tired. 

They’ll all be tired by week’s end as the Flames have four games over 
the next six nights. 

“I thought we did a good job containing their top guys and Marky made 
some big saves at the right time,” said Toffoli, whose club killed all four 
Edmonton power plays. 

“I just think we did a good job overall not really letting them get to their 
game as much as they probably wanted to. 

“There’s confidence in our group knowing every line in our group can 
create momentum and do positive things throughout the game. That’s 
what we do, we roll the lines. We trust our power play, our penalty kill 
and obviously we trust our goaltender and I think that’s the key to 
success.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Canadiens, Coyotes seeing light 
from NHL's basement 

 

Ryan Dixon March 7, 2022, 11:21 AM 

 

If it’s lonely at the top, lord knows it can often be something far worse at 
the bottom. 

Lately, though, the two worst teams in the NHL have witnessed some 
sunshine break through the basement cracks. 

The Montreal Canadiens have been transformed under first-time NHL 
coach Martin St. Louis, while another Francophone, André Tourigny, is 
overseeing an Arizona Coyotes team that — in a disastrous season on 
and off the ice — is finally seeing a positive or two. 

The Coyotes were downright offensive on Saturday, scoring four 
unanswered third-period goals to turn a 5-4 deficit against the Ottawa 
Senators into an 8-5 victory. The Canadiens, meanwhile, won for the 
seventh time in their past eight outings by more or less taking it to the 
Edmonton Oilers in Northern Alberta to the tune of 5-2. 

A month into the campaign, these two squads combined for six wins in 
34 attempts. Since Feb. 1, the Habs have the 13th-best points 
percentage in the league at .583, while the Desert Dogs are No. 19 at an 
even .500. 

You can spin that as bad news given both these outfits have no shot at 
the playoffs and are hoping for the best draft lottery odds possible. 
Arizona, specifically, came into this year with clear intentions of trying to 
snag that No. 1 pick. 

That said, the lottery odds are such that finishing last still means you 
basically have an 80 percent chance of not picking first. And there’s 
always that tricky divide between what the front office would like from its 
perch way above the fray versus the day-to-day reality of slogging 
through a grim 82-game season for the players absorbing all the L’s. At 
some point, you need to experience things that remind you hockey — 
even at the highest-stakes level — is supposed to be fun. 

There had to be no shortage of joy in the Coyotes family on Saturday 
after Nick Schmaltz set a franchise record with seven points, to say 
nothing of rookie Matias Maccelli scoring his first NHL marker in just his 
second game. A night like Schmaltz had obviously kickstarts your season 
totals, but the right winger — who missed a big chunk of time at the start 
of the season — has been fantastic for a good stretch now, registering 19 
points in 18 games leading up to his outburst versus the Sens. 

Schmaltz’s linemate, Clayton Keller, bagged four points himself versus 
Ottawa as he continues to make the case he was worth seventh-overall 
hype in 2016 and a $57-million contract in 2019. That pact is probably 
why we’ve previously seen no real talk of Keller being moved the way 
we’ve seen endless speculation about another 23-year-old, Jakob 
Chychrun, being traded out of Arizona for futures. Keller inked his deal 
with former GM John Chayka and while it might have looked like an 
overpay for a while, Keller’s latest strong showing leaves him with a 
pretty sweet 23-28-51 statline in 55 contests for a team that averages the 
fewest goals per game (2.38) in the league. 

The Canadiens, naturally, average the second-fewest goals (2.41) and it 
might not be a stretch to say every single player in the organization has 
looked better under St. Louis since the latter took over nearly a month 
ago. Most critically, though, Nick Suzuki is playing like a true No. 1 pivot. 
The 22-year-old had a power-play snipe and two apples against the 
Oilers, running his total to a dozen points in his past seven outings. Cole 
Caufield, meanwhile, basically got a new lease on life when St. Louis 
replaced Dominique Ducharme. The undersized freshman, who also lit 
the lamp versus Edmonton, has one gone 7-7-14 in 11 games under his 
new bench boss. 

    CSA line together for 8 games 

    Suzuki 4-9-13 

    Caufield 5-7-12 

    Anderson 6-1-7 
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    Still a small sample, but the sample is getting better as are the 
numbers. 

    — Brian Wilde  

Let’s be honest; winning the draft lottery is likely still the best thing that 
can happen in 2022 to these two organizations who still, by the way, 
have the worst (Arizona) and second-worst (Montreal) records by points 
percentage in the NHL today. But high picks aren’t the only thing that will 
push these teams forward. They need to know there are some young 
cornerstones to build around already in their midst and, more and more, 
that looks to be the case. 

Other Takeaways 

• Is Jason Robertson a fantastic hockey player but really bad older 
brother? On the same weekend Nick Robertson scored his first regular 
season goal for the Toronto Maple Leafs, his older bro went bonkers, 
netting back-to-back hat tricks for the surging Dallas Stars. J-Rob filled 
the net on Friday, including the overtime winner to down the Jets in 
Winnipeg. Then, in a crucial match with the Minnesota Wild, Robertson 
popped two second-period markers and deposited an empty-netter to salt 
a 6-3 win for Dallas over a Wild squad the Stars could yet overtake for 
third place in the Central Division. 

It's always interesting to see how a sophomore does after a Calder 
runner-up season like Robertson had last year, especially when that 
player’s strong rookie showing is one that not a lot of people saw coming. 
Well, Robertson’s next goal will be his 30th of the season, so it’s safe to 
say he’s made good on his promise. At least he didn’t play on Saturday 
so Nick’s tally could get all the family shine that night. 

• As the MVP race enters the stretch run, Igor Shesterkin has clearly 
thrown his mask right into the middle of the ring. The Rangers stopper 
allowed one goal to the New Jersey Devils during a 3-1 home-ice win on 
Friday, then stonewalled the Jets in Winnipeg 48 hours later with 45 
saves in a 4-1 victory. No goalie with 1,000 minutes in the crease has a 
better five-on-five save percentage or high-danger save percentage (.944 
and .883, respectively) than Shesterkin. 

Weekend Warrior 

Stick taps to Wayne Simmonds and Mark Giordano for appearing in their 
1,000th NHL games on the weekend. Marc Staal is up next, as the Red 
Wings defenceman can hit the magical mark on Saturday in Calgary. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Calgary Flames (33-14-7): The Colorado Avalanche are the only 
Western Conference team with a better points percentage than the 
Flames, so while “statement game” might be overselling it, Saturday’s 4-
3 extra-time victory in Denver was obviously a huge ‘W’ for Calgary. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs (35-16-4): You know all the talk for two weeks 
leading up to the deadline will be about addressing shortcomings in their 
own end. That said, let’s just carve out a second to note the remarkable 
season Auston Matthews is putting together. No. 34 scored Nos. 38 and 
39 on Saturday night, leapfrogging Leon Draisaitl for top spot in the 
Rocket Richard chase. 

3. Vancouver Canucks (28-23-6): The win over Toronto capped a nice 
four-game roadie for the Canucks, who went 3-1-0 on the trip. Now they 
head home for a seven-game homestand knowing this is the time to 
make hay in their playoff chase. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (30-22-4): Evander Kane has eight goals in 17 
outings with the Oilers, but his tally on Saturday came in a 5-2 loss to 
Montreal that could have been worse had the Habs not had two goals 
called back for being a whisker off-side. 

5. Winnipeg Jets (24-21-10): Was allowing the equalizer with fewer than 
five minutes to go and losing in overtime on Friday night at home to the 
Stars the death knell in Winnipeg’s post-season chase? They threw the 
house at Shesterkin on Sunday but still came up short there, too. 

6. Montreal Canadiens (15-34-7): It’s not just skaters finding themselves 
under St. Louis; Sam Montembeault is proving himself an NHL-calibre 
stopper, posting a .913 save percentage in eight games since the new 
coach took over. 

7. Ottawa Senators (19-30-5): It was a tough 24 hours for the Senators, 
getting lit up in the third period by Arizona on Saturday, then playing 
Vegas close all game on Sunday until a highly questionable call put them 
down a man late, allowing Jack Eichel to score the power-play winner 
with 5.2 seconds left to give Vegas a 2-1 victory.   

The Week Ahead 

• Monday night marks the first Calgary-based edition of the Battle of 
Alberta this season and, oh boy, could the visitors use two points in that 
contest. 

• The Washington Capitals begin a swing through Western Canada on 
Tuesday with Nick Backstrom just three points shy of 1,000 for his 
wonderful career. 

• Jack’s back and I think it’s fair to say Mr. Eichel can expect some boos 
when the Golden Knights visit the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday. 

• Tim Hortons teams face off at Tim Hortons field when the Sabres meet 
the Maple Leafs outside in Hamilton at the Heritage Classic on Sunday. 
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TSN.CA / Political expert weighs risks to Russian NHL players for 
discussing war in Ukraine 

 

Rick Westhead 

5-6 minutes 

 

Sergey Radchenko is an expert on Russian foreign and security policies 
at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in 
Bologna, Italy. A professor and historian, he has written on politics and 
international sports. 

Radchenko was born in the former Soviet Union near the Chinese border 
and grew up on the island of Sakhalin in the northern Pacific. 

In an email exchange with TSN, he offered his perspective on how 
Vladimir Putin has stepped up repression inside Russia’s borders and 
about Ukraine's recent request that Canada stop granting new visas and 
work permits to Russian athletes. 

The following transcript has been edited for clarity and length. 

TSN: How deeply do you think the Russian government would care about 
NHL players and other pro athletes being barred from working in North 
America? And what risks might Russian athletes in North America be 
taking by being openly critical of Putin? 

Radchenko: “I have very strong doubts that Putin would care about NHL 
players being kicked out of Canada to be frank. This would not be on 
their list of concerns. As for your other question, I think it is becoming 
more difficult to speak out. There are new threats being made by the 
Prosecutor General’s office in relation to the criticism of the war in 
Ukraine that basically make it treason to speak the truth.”  

TSN: A Russian F1 driver was banned last week from the British Grand 
Prix. Norway is banning Russians from upcoming skiing competitions. If 
the U.S., Canada and U.K. banned all Russian athletes, would this be a 
pressure point, in your opinion? Might Russia's exclusion from all 
Western sport be an effective pressure point as it was with South Africa 
during apartheid? 
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Radchenko: “It’s not going to do any good in the short to medium term. 
Instead, what we are likely to see is the narrative that Russia is being 
unfairly targeted (as we saw in connection with the doping bans.) For 
example, I don’t doubt that the decision not to allow Russia’s Paralympic 
team to join the Games in Beijing will be interpreted in this manner. It 
helps the regime by feeding into the victimhood narrative. Over the long 
term, however, I think these measures are helpful insofar as the 
Russians will properly realize that they are international pariahs.” 

TSN: If a western government asked you for advice about whether to 
stop granting work permits and visas to Russian athletes what would you 
say? And what about the Russian pro athletes already here playing pro 
sports? 

Radchenko: “I think there is something called collective responsibility. 
Sanctions target all Russians, no matter whether they support Putin or 
oppose him. By the same token, those who are being denied their visas 
suffer regardless of whether they are supportive of the regime or are 
deeply opposed. These are unprecedented times, and unfortunately 
there is a price to pay if you are a national of a country that is engaged in 
a brutal war against its neighbour. Do I like this (as a national of Russia)? 
I don’t know. A part of me says it’s deeply unfair. But a part of me says 
that we (Russia) brought it upon ourselves and there’s simply nothing 
that can be done. I don’t think, by the way, that this will alter Putin’s 
behaviour in the least.”  

TSN: What is a high-profile Russian athlete to do? Many are now being 
asked regularly for a comment on the war in Ukraine and whether they 
condemn it. For those who have families/parents still in Russia, what's 
the best way for them to handle this and what should/can they say?  

Radchenko: “As someone in a similar situation (a Russian academic with 
family in Russia), I have been outspoken in my condemnation of this war. 
Is this risky? Yes. For example, I don’t think I can safely go back to 
Russia now without risking a lengthy prison term. I am also worried about 
my loved ones in Russia. But then, I also can’t keep quiet in the face of 
such brutalities being perpetrated, supposedly in my name.” 
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TSN.CA / Dubas set to make a fascinating wager 

 

Travis Yost 

4-6 minutes 

 

In the past couple of weeks, Toronto Maple Leafs general manager Kyle 
Dubas has indicated his team will leverage remaining cap flexibility to 
upgrade the defensive position ahead of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

How much cap space is going to be available to do that remains unclear 
– the team’s right against the salary cap ceiling, but defenceman Jake 
Muzzin’s $5.6-million cap hit is still on long-term injured reserve. Muzzin 
remaining on LTIR would give Toronto the flexibility to be aggressive (as 
opposed to targeted) at the deadline, but also comes at the cost of not 
having the 33-year-old veteran in the lineup. 

What’s more interesting is Dubas telegraphing Toronto’s preferred move 
here. In past seasons, Toronto’s need to upgrade the defensive position 
was obvious – most of the team’s valuable assets were in the forward 
ranks, and the team’s poor showings and ugly losses generally coincided 
with miscues and breakdowns all over the defensive zone. 

But this lineup is a bit different. Toronto has again been one of the best 
performers this regular season – sixth in goal differential (+0.8 per 60 
minutes), and third in expected goal differential (+0.7 per 60 minutes). 
They are a bona fide Stanley Cup contender this time around. A six-year 

trended graph illustrates how far this club has come in the Auston 
Matthews era: 

One of the interesting parts of this season is that Toronto is defying 
expectations on both ends of the ice. Offensively, the Maple Leafs are 
generating heaps of shooting volume from dangerous areas, and their 
shooters have been able to capitalize on a significant amount of those 
chances (10.5 per cent shooting percentage). Defensively, only two 
teams concede fewer expected goals than Toronto. And yet the Maple 
Leafs are a so-so defensive team by most measures, with actual goals 
conceded dwarfing expectations.      

Lately, Toronto’s goaltenders have drawn most of the ire. Jack Campbell 
(91.5 per cent stop rate) and Petr Mrazek (89.1 per cent stop rate) were 
the low-cost tandem the front office bet on this year, and results have 
started to underwhelm. Campbell's season started off promising, but right 
now neither can seem to buy a save. Campbell’s numbers may be little to 
balk at, but remember, we think Toronto goaltenders have had some of 
the easiest workload found around the league. 

There is no doubt they are in a swoon right now. But significant 
divergence between goals and expected goals raises the age-old 
question: How much of this is on the goalies, and how much is weak 
defensive play in front contributing? 

I’m not sure Toronto has figured out how to apportion the recent 
defensive breakdowns – looking for defensive upgrades says quite a bit, 
but it could also be reflective of what’s available on the trade block. 
Finding a second-pairing defender, for example, is going to be easier and 
relatively less cost prohibitive than another goalie. 

It gets more interesting when you break it down to the player level. 
Toronto’s expected goals numbers may be in line, but what’s true for the 
averages may not be true for any one player. 

Let’s look at seven Maple Leafs defenders, splitting the regular season 
so far in half: 

Toronto’s defence isn’t playing the same quality of hockey it did in the 
first half of the year, but the lion’s share of pressure seems to be borne 
from an inability to get a save. Only Timothy Liljegren has seen a 
material change for the worse in expected goal rates against, and he’s a 
third-pairing player. 

So, if you are pursuing a defensive piece, which of these players are you 
going after, and which are you replacing? Because for the most part, 
Toronto’s blueline has held up in ways most others (save perhaps 
Buffalo’s Colin Miller) haven’t: 

It is a fascinating gambit by Toronto. The core is already here, and it’s on 
them to pave the way to the Stanley Cup. It’s also a core that has 
famously gone quiet offensively in the playoffs. And so, putting the 
remaining cap space on defensive improvements is a reaffirmation on 
two fronts: a doubling down on this year’s goaltending tandem, and a 
doubling down on the scoring firepower the team has amassed over the 
past few seasons. 

Let’s see if it’s the right wager. 
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