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How do the Hurricanes blend analytics and scouting? What was Chicago’s GM search like? 
Ask Eric Tulsky 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance  

It’s been a busy stretch for Hurricanes assistant general 
manager Eric Tulsky, and it doesn’t seem set to let up 
anytime soon. 

The big issue? Carolina, like the rest of the league, is two 
weeks from the trade deadline. What separates Carolina 
from the pack is that a) they’re quite good and b) if they want 
to make moves at the deadline, they don’t have much cap 
space to play with. After that, they’ve got the postseason to 
worry about. 

Beyond that, last month, Tulsky was a finalist the 
Blackhawks general manager job that eventually went to 
Kyle Davidson. That was news for a few reasons — the 
biggest being that Tulsky, as a chemistry Ph.D who broke 
into hockey publishing his own statistical analysis piece at 
various spots on the internet, is part of the first wave of front-
office hires with his background. 

Tulsky was our guest on “The Athletic Hockey Show,” where 
he talked about his rise through the Hurricanes front office, 
his approach to leading that franchise’s data and pro 
scouting staff … and, yes, the Blackhawks’ interview 
process. It was a fun, thoughtful talk with a fun, thoughtful 
guy. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You 
can listen to the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or 
whichever podcast platform you prefer. 

Custance: You guys are doing well. Things are going pretty 
well. It’s hard to talk about anything but the approaching 
trade deadline, so I’d love to get your thoughts on how you 
guys plan on approaching it, and especially you. Are you on 
the road scouting? What is this time of year like for you? 

Tulsky: So as an organization, we always want to be in on 
every possibility to make our team better. We want to turn 
over every rock and see what’s underneath and look for 
every chance we have. This year, at this deadline, we’re 
pretty constrained. We don’t have much cap space. We’re in 
LTIR and don’t have much room under our ceiling. So there 
isn’t a lot of flexibility for us. We may be limited in what we 
can do. But we’ll be looking at everything and see if there is 
an opportunity. Probably the easiest place to make a move 
would be on ‘D.’ So that’s where we’re especially focused, 
but I don’t know. We don’t have a lot of space. 

For me, I’m not on the road very much. I’m mostly in the 
office. I lead two groups here. I lead our data group and our 
pro scouting group. So this time of year, I’m especially 
focused on spending time with the pro scouts and talking to 
them, making sure they understand where the organization’s 
perspective is and what we’re looking for, and what we want 
them to try to find. 

And trying to help them build a set of recommendations that 
they can push out to the organization (for) people who we 
think would fit in this kind of role. “We think this player would 
look better with us because he does these things well, that 
are particularly important for us. Now, this other player we 
think might not be as good of a fit, because his current home 
is a perfect fit for his skill set and if he goes somewhere else, 
he might not look quite as good.” Trying to get that level of 
detail, and the understanding of the market and the 
opportunities out there, is really a focus for us right now. 

Custance: I’m so used to asking two questions, and people 
just answering one of them. I made the cardinal sin of asking 
two questions. Then it’s like, “Oh, he’s gonna answer the 
second one,” as everyone always does, and then you just 
move on. 

But what I was gonna say is — how were you gonna afford 
Dougie Hamilton anyways? In retrospect, you look at how 
some the replacements are going, and it’s worked out 
economically. But man, that would have been rough in 
retrospect, had you guys gone there. 

Tulsky: No, we could have made it work. We were talking 
about it. The number it got to would have been hard. We had 
a range that we were prepared to go to, that we could have 
made it made work. At the number he got, we would have 
had to make some tough choices. You always have to make 
some tough choices. There’s a hard cap, and you can’t keep 
everyone forever if you’re a good team and have good 
players who deserve to be paid well. 

And so ultimately, the higher the number goes, the harder 
that choice is. And it reached a level where — we think a lot 
of him. We think he’s great player, but it was probably at a 
point where we needed to go in a different direction. 

Gentille: The obvious pivot point would have been what you 
guys did with your goaltending in the offseason, where you 
had that flexibility to spend on Freddie Andersen that you 
wouldn’t have had. And everything’s going great there. You 
guys cracked the goaltender evaluation code, right? You can 
just say, “We’re set and everything’s fine moving forward.” 

Tulsky: (laughs) I would not say that. Goaltending’s hard. 
And we’ve had some good fortune in the last couple of years, 
where guys have come in and played well for us. Those were 
tough decisions in the summer. We let go of some people 
who played really well for us, fit well in the locker room, we 
liked them. But we felt like we had an opportunity to bring in 
two guys (Andersen and Antti Raanta) who really had a long 
track record of success, and who we felt very comfortable 
with. Both of them were coming off of a little bit of a down 
year, and that created an opportunity for us that we were 
very happy to take advantage of. 

Gentille: Yeah, because “Goaltending is voodoo” is just 
accepted as a truism. And you see a team as strong as 
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yours have as much uncertainty in the offseason — that to 
me, not to take away from the “Dougie Saga” or anything, 
was the most fascinating part of what you guys did in the 
offseason: that full-on overhaul. 

And I think that’s something that especially public data 
struggles with, the evaluation of goaltenders. To see that it’s 
worked out for you guys thus far is really interesting. So how 
have you seen goaltender evaluation, specifically, shift over 
the last five years or 10 years in front offices vs. the public 
sphere? 

Tulsky: You’re right that it’s just fundamentally a hard 
problem. I mean, a goaltender who stops 92 percent of his 
shots is fantastic and one of the best in the league, and a 
goaltender who stops 91 percent of the shots is a decent 
backup. And it takes an awful lot of shots to tell the 
difference at that level. 

So setting aside all the things about goaltending, in particular 
— guys being hot and cold, and all the mental aspects that 
go into it, and all the team aspects that influence 
performance — just that starting point of trying to tell the 
difference between 91 and 92 percent is hard. 

It’s genuinely a challenge. The statistics are not easy to do. 
And the eye test isn’t easy to do, either. It’s just a fine 
evaluation. I think we’ve worked hard to blend both. Freddie 
in particular is someone who our goaltending coaches really 
liked. They saw what he did last year when it was a little 
tough, he had injury problems. But they believed in him. And 
they said, “This is someone who we think has a bounce-back 
in front of him.” So you blend that with some of the data that 
we’re looking at, and you come away with the impression 
that if we can make it work for him, that was a good direction 
for us to go. So far it’s panned out. And I’m not going to 
come in here and say we’ve cracked the code. 

Gentille: Oh yeah, it’s over. It worked. Don’t worry about it. 
You can just write that one in pen, it’s fine. 

Tulsky: I promise you that not every decision we ever make 
will turn out perfect. That’s one of the things that I think as an 
organization we do really well, though. We’re not afraid to 
take some swings. With a lot of places, if you take five risks 
and three of them go your way, you’re getting killed about the 
other two. Then maybe you lose your job over it. And here, if 
you take five risks, and three of them go your way, we know 
you’re one decision better than you were beforehand. 

Gentille:  You mentioned one of those risk categories a little 
bit earlier, where you try to identify players who have more to 
give. Maybe that’s a third-pair D that you think can play up. 
The flip side of that — and this is something we’ve seen a lot 
— is that sometimes, those guys are perfectly cast. There’s 
third-pair D who’s a third-pair D. That’s the role he’s in, and 
he should stay there. 

I’m interested to hear how you parse those two — the guy 
who is the perfectly cast, and then the guy who has more to 
give. Because sometimes the numbers that we see in the 
public sphere might be identical. 

Tulsky: Yep, it’s both. There are things I will ask the data 
team for, that I think will be indicators of whether there is 
databased evidence that the player can move up. And there 
are things that I’ll ask the pro scouts to look at. “If you see 

the player doing this regularly, that’s a really good sign, 
because he’s gonna have to do it even more if he moves up 
the lineup.” So we do get on both sides. There are markers 
that we look for where we think someone would be able to fit 
into a bigger role than they’re in. 

Custance: As somebody who’s managing your pro scouts — 
who just saw somebody in Columbus on Saturday night — 
vs. the data, which tends to want to look at the larger 
sample, how do you balance that when those scouts bang on 
a table and say, “Hey, this guy’s playing great right now. I 
just saw him.” 

Tulsky: So we’ve worked hard to structure our scouting 
reports in a way that sort of focuses on both things. “Game 
by game, what did you see today,” is a completely separate 
question from, “Considering all of your viewings, what do you 
think of the player?” And we have both of those kinds of 
reports in our system. So that then the scout is thinking 
about them as two separate questions, and the organization 
can integrate them as two separate pieces of information. 

Custance: Is there data that also does the same thing, that’s 
like, “how is the guy playing right now” vs. “what do we think 
of him analytically as a player?” 

Tulsky: Yeah, of course, you can always do that. The 
concern with data is always, the finer you slice it, the easier it 
is for what you’re looking at to not mean very much. 

Custance: I like to use fine slices of data to make the 
argument that I want to make in favor of players. 

Tulsky: That’s what almost everyone does. And also, like, 
even setting aside the sample-size thing, you’re always 
gonna get into the questions about, “OK, he’s playing well 
now for his team in his situation” … that could all change 
tomorrow, if he moves to a new team in a new situation 

Custance: It tends to, right? It usually looks much different 
when they switch teams at this time of year. 

Tulsky: I do think that’s a challenge, and you have to be 
careful with it. But there is value in knowing who is at their 
best today. 

Gentille: What’s the experience heading up pro scouting 
been like? And what did you think when that was included in 
your role change a couple years ago? Because you’re 
heading up data, and you’re heading up pro scouting. Those 
are two of the big ones, and they’re both you. 

Tulsky: We have an amateur scouting group that is separate 
from me. We have a development group that is also run by 
Darren Yorke, our other assistant GM, who leads both of 
those groups. And they do a lot of important work. And we 
have a fantastic prospect pool, and they get the credit for 
that. So it’s important to me not to come across like I’m doing 
everything here. 

Custance: We know, Eric. It’s OK. (laughter) 

Tulsky: So it was interesting taking the group over. I’d never 
written a scouting report before. I’d written statistical reports, 
but not scouting reports. And so it was important for me, from 
Day 1, to make sure I was taking advantage of the 
experience they had, and not come in assuming I knew 
everything. Listening to them. And I had certain things that I 
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wanted to see, and that I pushed. A lot of it was on the 
communication side, in how we were thinking about 
problems, and how we were pushing information out to the 
organization. 

And then I also started doing my own scouting reports and 
had seen why they were doing things a certain way, because 
everyone is gonna have things that they want to change. It’s 
a lot easier to explain why, if I’ve done it your way and seen 
the way you’ve been doing it and said, “I really think it’s 
gonna be easier or better or more efficient if we make this 
tweak to our reports.” Some of the things like that shift to 
having game-by-game evaluations separate from overall 
player evaluations. That was something that I needed to be 
doing firsthand and understand the way they were doing it, 
and help make sure I could see how this would fit as we 
made that transition. 

Custance: How big is your pro scouting staff? I see what’s 
listed on the website, it looks like it’s fairly small, 

Tulsky: We have two full-time employees and three part-time 
employees. 

Custance: So that is small. Is that by design? What does that 
indicate in terms of priorities? 

Tulsky: I don’t think it’s that small compared to the league. I 
did a skim of team websites myself recently. Most teams had 
about five or six guys listed. They may all be full time, in 
which case, that’s clearly bigger. But we’re not that far off-
market in terms of the amount of investment. I think our push 
recently has been to broaden out the understanding of what 
a pro scout is. There was a time when the only way you 
knew what happened in Columbus on Tuesday was if you 
had somebody in Columbus on Tuesday. And that’s not 
where we are anymore. So as an organization, we’ve been 
using more video, using more data and taking advantage of 
the bandwidth that creates, because it takes a lot less time to 
watch a game on video than to drive to Columbus to watch 
the game. 

And so when you make that change, you get more time to 
cover the AHL, to cover reserve lists, to cover college and 
European free agents. We’ve expanded our pro scouting 
mission to help make sure that we’re covering everything 
that could feed into our pro team in the near future, and not 
just the people who are already in the NHL. 

Custance: You were in the news a little bit recently. The 
Blackhawks brought you in for an interview for the GM job. 
Also, they were pretty public about it. It felt very NFL-like. 
What was that process like for you, and also that they were 
as transparent as teams have typically been in that search? 

Tulsky: It was interesting. (Hurricanes president of hockey 
operations Don Waddell) called me down and told me they 
had asked for permission to talk to me. “Great. Sounds like 
fun.” So I went and met with them, spent a day talking to 
them. It was mostly kind of general: How do you picture an 
organization running? How do you approach this job? How 
do you think you’d set up an organization to be sustainably 
effective. It was a lot of organizational discussion, and that 
was fun for me. And then at the end of the day, they told me, 
in their experience, the names will always get out anyway, 
and they’d rather be in front of the message and put it out 

themselves. So I had not expected that. I found myself 
scrambling to tell people quickly before it was out on Twitter. 
Because when I got asked to interview, I was told that 
everyone wanted, it kept confidential. And so I didn’t tell very 
many people at all. 

Gentille: And then it was, “Actually never mind, we’re telling 
everybody.” 

Custance: “By confidential, we mean that we’re gonna 
announce it on Twitter.” 

Tulsky: I understand how that changes, right? You start 
doing it and a name or two get out, and you say, “You know 
what, let’s just get in front of that.” And I don’t fault them at all 
for making that switch. I understand where that comes from. 
My parents live in Chicago, so I stayed with them. And I 
actually told them, “Hey, I’m gonna be in Chicago for a night. 
Can I stay with you?” And then I didn’t tell them why at first. I 
was trying to keep it that level of confidential. 

Gentille: I think they might have guessed. 

Tulsky: I get a text from my mom a few days later, like, “Wait 
a minute, the Blackhawks just announced they’re bringing 
people in for interviews!” 

Gentille: Mrs. Tulsky was connecting the dots. As one of the 
first wave of guys with your background that are interviewing 
for GM spots and that have risen to your level — what have 
you added to your skill set over the last five years or six 
years that has made you a viable candidate for those jobs, 
and has made you somebody that ownership groups are 
targeting? 

Tulsky: Yeah, I think a lot has changed for me over that time, 
right? When I came into the league, I didn’t know how an 
NHL team worked. I had never talked to a coach. I’d had one 
or two conversations with people in management. But it’s 
very different when you’re inside, and you start to hear things 
about how and why some of these decisions get made. 
Building out that understanding of a lot of the things that go 
into process that you can’t see from the outside, I think made 
my understanding of how things work and my ability to make 
suggestions a lot more sophisticated and robust. 

I hate to say you just need to take time and put in your dues. 
But I think being around and seeing some of (those 
processes) does actually make a real impact on somebody’s 
ability to see the whole picture. I came in with industry 
experience leading and managing groups, thinking about 
problems, having to make decisions having to make 
medium- and long-range plans. I think a lot of that strategic 
thinking is a transferable skill. But the time spent in the game 
was what helped me get a sense for where that applies to 
individual details of an NHL team, in particular. 

Custance: Was there anything that the Blackhawks interview 
that you were surprised by, or just stood out about the 
process? 

Tulsky: Going in, the thing I was really not sure about was 
how much it was going to be about their team in particular 
vs. running a team in general. And I went into it basically 
prepared to refuse to answer questions about their team. 
Because I’m like, “Look, we’re going to be looking to be 
buyers at the trade deadline that’s coming up. And I think 
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you guys are probably gonna be sellers. It’s not really fair for 
me to walk in here and tell you what I think of all your 
players. I am currently employed by the Hurricanes and I 
owe it to them to respect their interest first.” And so I was 
planning to just duck those questions. But they were very 
courteous in not going anywhere near anything like that. So 
yeah, that made the interview easy for me. 

Gentille: So was there a moment in the interview where you 
realized that it wasn’t just a phishing expedition? That they 
weren’t just trying to figure out the secret sauce? 

Tulsky: They gave me some information ahead of time. They 
asked me to put together a presentation. And the topics in 
their presentation were all pretty high-level. And so I went in 
knowing that might be the focus. And then they never pivoted 
to “OK, and what would you do about these players on our 
roster? What do you think?” 

Gentille: “What would your ask be for Dominik Kubalik, just 
for instance?” 

Tulsky: I mean, they have some serious strategic decisions 
in front of them. And I think it would have been natural to ask 
candidates how they felt about that, and how they would 
approach it. Because I could understand it if they said, “If 
somebody is not on board with what we think needs to be 
done, they’re probably not right for us.” 

My sense of the way they were approaching it was that, at 
least in the initial rounds, it was much more, “We want to 
make sure we’re comfortable with the way you think about 
problems. And if we are, then we’re probably not going to tell 
you, ‘hey, make this move with the roster.'” So they were 
trying to get a feel for how their candidates approach 
problems and think about things more than about what they 
think about specific players or a specific situation. 

Custance: Who was running the interview? 

Tulsky: So there were three people in the room. It was (CEO) 
Danny Wirtz, (president of business operations) Jamie 
Faulkner and (VP of human resources) Shara Meisinger. 

Custance: You had your slideshow? You had a deck ready to 
go? 

Tulsky: They asked for a 45-minute presentation, so I put 
that together. 

Gentille: You look at the net that they cast, where they were 
speaking to Jeff Greenberg from the Cubs, and that got a lot 
of attention, because they were obviously looking at maybe 
some less traditional candidates to fill that job. Then they end 
up going with Kyle Davidson. He’d been doing the job on an 
on an interim basis for last few months. And that got a lot of 
attention, because they cast this wide net, and then they end 
up hiring the guy that’s been there the whole time. 

As somebody who is close to the process is you were, did 
you get the vibe that this was as wide-ranging a search as 
they made it out to be? 

Tulsky: I can’t say for sure, because I wasn’t in the room 
when they were making decisions, or they would have made 
a different hire. 

Gentille: “I’d recommend me for the job, actually,” Eric says. 

Tulsky: But my assumption? It came across like they were 
really genuinely interested in hearing a variety of 
perspectives, and thinking about what different voices had to 
say, what different pairs of eyes saw in the way a team can 
and should be run. And I don’t know for sure, but my bet is 
that Kyle didn’t get the job because he was there. Kyle got 
the job because they liked the way he thinks and they came 
away feeling like, “We saw a lot of strong candidates, but in 
the end, we’re still very comfortable with the person who 
we’ve seen.” I don’t think he was handed the job. I think he 
earned that job. 
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Young Hurricanes fan comforted by Cole picture after losing tooth 

Photo of defenseman comes to rescue for parents of five-year-old Lorelai Moose 

By Dan O'Leary  

Sometimes when you lose a tooth, you have to go to the 
experts. 

So when Lorelai Moose, a 5-year-old Carolina Hurricanes 
fan diagnosed with Autism, lost her first baby tooth, a picture 
of Ian Cole came to the rescue. 

"Losing a tooth can be a little frightening, and Lorelai has 
Autism so she doesn't always handle change all that well," 
her dad Taylor Moose told NHL.com. "She was freaking out 
a little bit. So I went to Ian Cole's Instagram and pulled up a 
picture where he was missing a tooth. I said 'Look how cool 
he is' and it helped her." 

What Moose didn't expect was what happened next. 

He shared a side-by-side photo of Lorelai and Cole, each 
with their missing teeth, and Cole responded. 

"I love the look, obviously all the cool kids are doing it!" Cole 
tweeted about Lorelai's tooth. 

"I was like 'Wow.' I was not expecting this," Moose said. 
"They are hooking her up with a jersey, sending her an 
autographed puck... I can't thank him enough." 

What's more, the family, including mom Sara and one-year-
old Lincoln, has been set up with tickets for the March 24th 
game against the Dallas Stars. Lorelai hasn't had a chance 
to attend a game since before the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Cole, for his part, couldn't have made the young fan happier. 
Lorelai now proudly displays her missing tooth and shows it 
off for photos. 

"I can't say enough about how great [Cole] is for this," Moose 
said. "I can never repay him for that. I can't thank him 
enough... I didn't think I could love this team any more than I 
already did." 

 

 

Kadri and Colorado take on Carolina 

Colorado Avalanche (41-12-5, first in the Central) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (39-12-5, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Nazem Kadri leads Colorado into a matchup 
with Carolina. He ranks sixth in the league with 72 points, 
scoring 22 goals and recording 50 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 21-4-2 on their home ice. Carolina 
averages 9.3 penalty minutes per game, the sixth-most in the 
Eastern Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the team 
serving 66 total minutes. 

The Avalanche are 18-9-2 on the road. Colorado ranks fifth 
in the Western Conference with 35.3 shots per game and is 
averaging 3.9 goals. 

The teams square off Thursday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 58 points, scoring 24 goals and adding 34 assists. 

Teuvo Teravainen has five assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Gabriel Landeskog leads the Avalanche with 30 goals and 
has 59 points. Cale Makar has 13 assists over the last 10 
games for Colorado. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-1-2, averaging three goals, 
5.2 assists, 4.4 penalties and 9.6 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game with a .920 save percentage. 

Avalanche: 6-3-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.6 assists, 3.3 
penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 3.2 goals 
per game with a .909 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: day to day 
(undisclosed), Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), Tony 
DeAngelo: out (midsection). 

Avalanche: Bowen Byram: out (personal). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus every team's toughest schedule stretch remaining 

By Kristen Shilton 

With less than two weeks remaining until the 2022 NHL trade 
deadline, GMs are watching their teams closely to determine 
whether to trade away players, or make additions before the 
playoff rush. 

Speaking of the schedule, this week for the NHL power 
rankings, we also identified a particularly tough stretch for 
every club between now and the end of the regular season. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on March 2. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Next seven days: @ CAR (March 10), vs. CGY (March 13), 
@ LA (March 15) 

Beware: March 27-April 5. Five teams. 10 days. It doesn't 
sound all that daunting. Until you consider Colorado is facing 
Minnesota and Calgary on the road, welcomes in San Jose 
and then tackles a home-and-home against Sidney Crosby 
and the Penguins. Established contenders and a potential 
team in the hunt? Tough sledding. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.728 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (March 10), @ LA (March 13), @ 
SJ (March 15) 

Beware: March 13-27. No home cooking for (checks notes) 
two weeks? When you've won more games in your own barn 
than anyone this season? Amazing. And the Panthers' 
competition during that stretch will be no slouch, either. 
Florida heads west to see L.A., San Jose, Vegas and 
Anaheim, and then goes north to meet Montreal, Ottawa, 
and Toronto. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.741 
Next seven days: vs. COL (March 10), vs. PHI (March 12), 
@ PIT (March 13) 

Beware: March 20-29. Seeing Tampa Bay twice in short 
order? Not ideal. Carolina has a tall task coming up with 
games every other night. The stretch? The Rangers, 
Lightning and Stars at home, followed by the Blues, Capitals 

and Lightning (again!) on the road. All playoff teams. All the 
time. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.714 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 10), @ EDM (March 12), 
@ VAN (March 13) 

Beware: April 4-14. As of this writing, the NHL playoff race is 
tight. If that holds, Tampa is in for a spirited span through 
early April. Kicking it off at home against Atlantic Division 
rival Toronto, the Lightning move on to tangle with 
Washington, Boston, Buffalo, Dallas and Anaheim. The 
Sabres are no easy out, and the others should be jockeying 
for position (or just to stay alive). Fun! 

5. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.670 
Next seven days: vs. TB (March 10), vs. DET (March 12), @ 
COL (March 13) 

Beware: March 26-April 6. Nothing like another chapter in the 
Battle of Alberta to begin a challenging run, right? The 
Flames start by hosting Edmonton, followed by Colorado, 
Los Angeles and St. Louis (ouch), then swing down to SoCal 
to visit the Kings and Ducks. That's a heavyweight schedule. 

6. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.675 
Next seven days: @ STL (March 10), @ DAL (March 12), vs. 
ANA (March 15) 

Beware: March 19-29. Does any team hope to face Tampa 
and Carolina over back-to-back nights on the road? Pure 
stress. The Rangers grind through that, hit their Tri-State 
rivals in New Jersey on the way home, followed by two tilts 
against Pittsburgh in five nights. Also, the feisty Sabres 
sandwiched in. Oof! 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.684 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 10), @ BUF (March 13), vs. 
DAL (March 15) 

Beware: March 27-April 7. Granted, this is a longer block to 
highlight, but it is particularly difficult for the Leafs. Florida 
twice. Boston, Tampa and Dallas in there (all on the road). 
Plus, Winnipeg and Philadelphia mixed in. That's a rough 12 
days that could heavily influence where Toronto ultimately 
sits in the playoff picture. 
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8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.664 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 11), vs. CAR (March 13), 
@ NSH (March 15) 

Beware: March 29-April 9. Send your good vibes to the 
Penguins now. Their roughest block opens against the 
Rangers, feeds into road games at the Wild and Avalanche, 
followed by another meeting with the Avs and Rangers, and 
ends against the rival Caps. The stuff of nightmares! And 
entertaining hockey. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.634 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 10), @ NSH (March 12), 
vs. WPG (March 13) 

Beware: March 10-22. The Blues are getting right into it here! 
Those fiery Rangers will be in town to start, and then St. 
Louis has Central Division foes (Nashville, Winnipeg) and 
Metropolitan contenders (Pittsburgh, Columbus and 
Washington). At least they're getting their toughest stretch 
out of the way early, right? 

10. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.612 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 10), @ SJ (March 12), vs. 
FLA (March 13), vs. COL (March 15) 

Beware: March 10-19. There's an outside chance San Jose 
could make playoffs, if it starts winning (a lot). The Kings, 
oddly, have three games in a week coming up against their 
(desperate) Pacific Division rivals. In between, L.A. also must 
contend with Florida, Colorado and Vegas, the latter of which 
is right below them in the standings. Buckle up. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.598 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 12), @ TOR (March 15) 

Beware: March 15-24. Dallas hasn't been a great road team 
this season. Unfortunately for the Stars, they have only 13 
home games left. This next extended road trip will be 
toughie, beginning in Toronto and rolling through Montreal, 
the Islanders, Washington and Carolina, with a home date 
against Edmonton tossed in. All teams playing for 
postseason position, or with serious pride on the line. 

12. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.640 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 10), vs. ARI (March 12), @ 
CHI (March 15) 

Beware: April 19-29. The Bruins will be in a sprint to the 
finish. Let's break it down: Dropping in on St. Louis and 
Pittsburgh, home to greet the Rangers, back out to Montreal, 
welcome in Florida and Buffalo, wrap up things in Toronto. 
That's a long 11 days to lead right into the postseason. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.586 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 10), @ PIT (March 11), @ 
CBJ (March 13), @ WPG (March 15) 

Beware: March 17-24. Vegas has plenty of Pacific Division 
clubs with which to deal later in the schedule, but before that 
it will churn through some other tough-to-handle competition. 
Florida and Los Angeles enter the Fortress first, then the 
Golden Knights get a back-to-back at Minnesota and 
Winnipeg, only to have Nashville waiting in Sin City. Bruising 
stretch, to say the least. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.607 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (March 10), vs. STL (March 12), 
@ MIN (March 13), vs. PIT (March 15) 

Beware: April 17-28. Nashville is currently on the postseason 
bubble. It better hope to have some breathing room in a 
month, because there's a potential storm brewing. Six of the 
Predators' final seven games are against top-tier clubs, 
cycling through St. Louis, Calgary, Tampa (on the road), 
Minnesota, Calgary and a visit to Colorado. That's a hard 
path to tread during a late-season playoff push. 

15. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.612 
Next seven days: @ EDM (March 9), @ VAN (March 11), vs. 
NYI (March 15) 

Beware: March 28-April 10. Washington hasn't had the best 
start to calendar 2022, and there are rough waters ahead. A 
five-game stretch into April lines up the Capitals against 
Carolina, Minnesota, Tampa and Boston at home, plus a trip 
to see the Penguins. A test of Washington's playoff 
readiness? No question. 

16. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.627 
Next seven days: @ DET (March 10), @ CBJ (March 11), vs. 
NSH (March 13) 

Beware: April 2-12. To be honest, the Wild's schedule is fast-
paced almost to the end. But those early days of April could 
grind on a team that has been average away from home. 
Minnesota takes an East Coast swing through Carolina and 
Washington, dips to see division rivals Nashville and St. 
Louis, then comes home to take on Los Angeles and 
Edmonton. Heavy travel, heavy competition. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.561 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (March 9), vs. TB (March 12), vs. 
DET (March 15) 

Beware: April 3-16. So. Much. Jockeying! Edmonton has 
dragged itself back into the postseason picture and the first 
stretch of April could seal the deal (one way or another) on 
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where the Oilers end up. It's a rapid-fire trip through 
Anaheim, San Jose and L.A., then contending with Colorado, 
Minnesota, Nashville and Vegas. Plenty of key points up for 
grabs. 

18. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.534 
Next seven days: @ NSH (March 10), @ NJ (March 12), @ 
NYI (March 13), @ NYR (March 15) 

Beware: April 3-14. Anaheim has been slowly losing ground 
in the playoff race. If it's still in it by April, keep an eye on this 
window of the schedule. The Ducks start in the Pacific 
against Edmonton and Calgary at home, and take off to see 
Philadelphia, Carolina, Florida and Tampa. Some heavy 
hitters with a lot on the line; Anaheim best be ready to do the 
same. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.544 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 9), vs. WSH (March 11), 
vs. TB (March 13), vs. NJ (March 15) 

Beware: March 23-30. Hope Vancouver enjoys a steady diet 
of Central contenders. The Canucks' drive up the standings 
will be tested by a four-game road swing via Colorado, 
Minnesota, Dallas and St. Louis, with another bout against 
the Blues to cap things off. And if that doesn't stress 
Vancouver enough, there's a home-and-home with Vegas on 
the other end. A great opportunity to gain ground in the 
standings awaits. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.526 
Next seven days: @ NJ (March 10, @ NYI (March 11), @ 
STL (March 13), vs. VGK (March 15) 

Beware: Apr. 15-24. The Jets believe if they can just make 
playoffs, there's a chance they do some damage. The 
schedule makers haven't made that feat easy on them. 
Winnipeg will lead into the end of its season with four road 
games at Florida, Tampa, the Rangers and Carolina before 
seeing Colorado back at home. If the Jets can get through 
that with a positive record, they'll have earned any 
postseason berth to come. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.518 
Next seven days: @ NYI (March 10), vs. MIN (March 11), vs. 
VGK (March 13) 

Beware: March 29-Apr. 7. If this isn't the most difficult run 
remaining for Columbus, it's the quirkiest. Six games, 10 
nights ... only three opponents. Columbus has a triple set of 
home-and-homes against the Islanders, Bruins and Flyers. Is 
this an ... advantage? Disadvantage? We can't wait to find 
out! 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.491 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 10), vs. LA (March 12), vs. 
FLA (March 15) 

Beware: March 31-Apr. 12. There's no sugarcoating the 
Sharks' remaining schedule. It's difficult all around. This 
specific run goes through Colorado, Dallas, Edmonton, 
Calgary, Vancouver and Nashville, which is especially brutal 
given San Jose's quest to claw up the standings. There are 
potentially big points available here, but it won't be easy 
securing them. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.474 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (March 10), @ CGY (March 12), 
@ EDM (March 15) 

Beware: Apr. 14-21. Nothing gets the juices going like an 
invigorating run through top-tier Eastern Conference teams, 
right? Perhaps Detroit will confirm after going toe-to-toe with 
Carolina, the Rangers, Florida, Tampa and then Florida 
again. Truthfully, this will be a good litmus test for the Red 
Wings' stable of young, rising talent. 

24. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.472 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 10), vs. WPG (March 11), 
vs. ANA (March 13), @ WSH (March 15) 

Beware: March 26-Apr. 1. The Islanders' entire schedule is 
brutal, thanks to a delayed home slate because of a new 
building, as well as COVID-19 pause problems. This stretch 
includes five games in seven nights, with two sets of back-to-
back games. The opponents? Boston, Tampa Bay, 
Columbus (twice) and the Rangers. Woof. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.412 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 10), vs. ANA (March 12), 
@ VAN (March 15) 

Beware: March 15-23. New Jersey will be getting its miles in. 
A trek through the western Canadian teams includes 
Vancouver and Calgary on a back-to-back, a stop in 
Edmonton and then another back-to-back with the Rangers 
and Maple Leafs. Better rest up now! 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.431 
Next seven days: @ BOS (March 10), @ OTT (March 12), 
vs. BOS (March 15) 

Beware: March 15-26. The Blackhawks won't tread through 
much worse, competition-wise, than this mid-March bump. 
Boston and Winnipeg come to town, and Chicago flies out to 
Minnesota, Anaheim, Los Angeles and Vegas. From the 
perspective of a Blackhawks' team looking to play spoiler, 
that could make for some fun nights of hockey. 
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27. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.379 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 10), vs. TOR (March 13) 

Beware: Apr. 7-12. The Sabres' last big road trip of the 
season is a doozy. Carolina and Florida on a back-to-back, 
followed by Tampa and Toronto. After that run, Buffalo will 
have earned a little rest. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.411 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 10), @ CAR (March 12), 
vs. MTL (March 13) 

Beware: March 22-29. Eight nights, five cities, four 
contenders. Spicy! Philadelphia hits the road for stops in 
Detroit, St. Louis, Colorado, Nashville and Minnesota. Pound 
for pound, you won't find much tougher spans than that. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.402 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (March 10), vs. CHI (March 12), 
vs. ARI (March 14) 

Beware: Apr. 9-16. Ottawa hasn't exactly excelled on the 
road this season. That will be put to the test again with 
meetings at the Rangers, Detroit and Boston, plus home 
games against Winnipeg and Toronto, in uncomfortably short 
order. A real fight to the finish. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.330 

Next seven days: @ VAN (March 9), vs. SEA (March 12), @ 
PHI (March 13), vs. ARI (March 15) 

Beware: March 24-Apr. 2. Hey, the Canadiens have turned 
things around. Showcasing their newfound confidence 
against the league's best could be a great thing! Either way, 
this is happening: Florida and Toronto are in town, and the 
Canadiens will see the Panthers, Carolina and Tampa over 
five nights on the road. All of that youthful stamina will be 
tested. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.331 
Next seven days: @ OTT (March 10), @ MTL (March 12) 

Beware: March 26-Apr. 1. Seattle has only four wins against 
Pacific Division teams this season, which makes this set of 
four games a tough one. The Kraken get a pair of 
consecutive tilts against Los Angeles and Vegas, two 
contenders that will be happy to pad their spots in the 
standings -- unless Seattle has something to say about it. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.339 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 10), @ BOS (March 12), 
@ OTT (March 14), @ MTL (March 15) 

Beware: March 25-Apr. 1. On the bright side, Arizona gets to 
spend some extended time with its former Pacific Division 
friends! Calgary, Edmonton, San Jose and Anaheim all 
await, and there's a back-to-back with Winnipeg in there for 
good measure. If the Coyotes want to get a snapshot of 
where the team really stands, that stretch can tell them a lot.
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NHL Power Rankings: Stars climb, Wild fall as power balance shifts in Central Division  

By Austin Nivison  

The Western Conference playoff race gets more interesting 
by the day, and it is not just because teams like the Los 
Angeles Kings and Dallas Stars have gotten hot lately. Other 
teams, notably the Minnesota Wild, have fallen back toward 
the pack. 

For much of the season, it looked like the Wild would cruise 
to a top-two spot in the Central Division. However, they have 
tumbled to third in the Central and are now in jeopardy of 
being overtaken by both the Stars and Predators. 

So what is to blame for Minnesota's recent slide? 

Over the last month, Minnesota ranks 14th in expected goals 
for at five-on-five and 12th in expected goals against at five-
on-five. That's not exceptional, but it doesn't explain the 
team's 2-8-0 stretch. Ultimately, it's the lack of a reliable 
option in net that has put the team on shaky ground for the 
first time all season. 

With the Wild tumbling toward the middle of the league, here 
are the updated NHL Power Rankings: 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Flames  

He doesn't get as much credit as 
some of the bigger names on 
the team, but Elias Lindholm is a 
key cog in this Flames machine. 
Lindholm has eight points in his 
last four games and is one third 
of what might be the most 
dominant line on the planet. To 
top it off, Calgary controls 
58.63% of the expected goals at 
five-on-five.  

1  
34-
15-7 

2  Avalanche  

The Avalanche have not one but 
two Norris Trophy candidates. 
Cale Makar will get plenty of 
attention, but Devon Toews 
deserves some serious 
consideration as well. Toews 
has 43 points in 45 games and 
with him on the ice at five-on-
five, Colorado controls 56.85% 
of the expected goals.  

1  
41-
12-5 

3  Panthers  

Florida bounced back with a pair 
of wins this past week, and the 
team's explosive offense was on 
display yet again. In a 6-2 win 
over the Red Wings, the 

--  
39-
13-5 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Panthers scored five straight 
goals in an absolute barrage. 
Games against this team can 
get out of hand quickly.  

4  Lightning  

Victor Hedman added three 
assists against the Blackhawks 
to bring his point total up to 56 
on the year, which is his best 
mark since the 2017-18 season. 
Additionally, the Bolts have been 
completely dominant with 
Hedman on the ice. At five-on-
five, Tampa has allowed 41 
goals with Hedman on the ice, 
but it has also scored 52 goals in 
those situations as well.  

1  
37-
13-6 

5  Hurricanes  

Martin Necas hadn't scored 
since Jan. 15, but that changed 
in the Hurricanes' win against 
the Kraken. Necas tallied the 
game-winning goal with under 
10 minutes remaining, and 
Carolina has to hope that he 
heats up after that clutch tally.  

1  
39-
12-5 

6  Penguins  

Since Jan. 28, Sidney Crosby 
has failed to record a point in 
just one game. Crosby has 20 
points in 14 games over that 
stretch. Despite having played in 
far fewer games than some of 
his teammates, Crosby is third 
on the Penguins with 9.67 
expected goals at five-on-five.  

1  
34-
15-9 

7  Rangers  

With four goals in his last three 
games, Chris Kreider already 
has 10 more goals than his 
career best of 28. Kreider is 
playing out of his mind this 
season, and he is well within 
reach of hitting the 50-goal 
mark.  

2  
36-
16-5 

8  Bruins  

The Bruins have been playing 
well lately, and they are right on 
the heels of the Maple Leafs for 

2  
34-
18-5 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

third in the Atlantic Division. Of 
course, getting there would only 
mean a first-round date against 
the Panthers or Lightning in the 
playoffs, so be careful what you 
wish for.  

9  
Maple 
Leafs  

Toronto has had better weeks. 
After beating the Capitals, the 
Maple Leafs suffered back-to-
back losses to the Sabres and 
Canucks. Both Petr Mrazek and 
Jack Camplbell got starts in goal 
this week, and neither one has 
much success. We'll see if 
Toronto upgrades the 
goaltending before the deadline.  

3  
37-
16-4 

10 Stars  

Jason Robertson has now 
scored a hat trick in back-to-
back games, and he has seven 
in his last three games. The 
second-year winger is now on 
the cusp of reaching the 30-goal 
mark, and he is driving the Stars 
up the standings with seven 
wins in their last 10 contests.  

3  
32-
21-3 

11 Kings  

Between getting run out of the 
building by the Bruins and taking 
a key loss to the Stars, the Kings 
hit their first real speed bump in 
quite some time. Still, Los 
Angeles has been one of the 
hottest teams in the league over 
the last month, and they have 
not only hung around in the 
West, but they have thrived.  

1  
32-
19-7 

12 
Golden 
Knights  

Jack Eichel played hero in the 
Golden Knights' win over the 
Senators, to cap off a 3-1-0 
week for the team. Since Eichel 
suited up for Vegas, the results 
have been somewhat mixed, but 
that is to be expected with him 
shaking off the rust after 
surgery. Maybe Sunday night's 
win will serve as a springboard 
for him.  

2  
32-
22-4 

13 Blues  

The Blues had the chance to put 
even more distance between 
themselves and the Wild last 
week, but they picked up just 
one point in three games. Now 
even the Stars are within 
realistic striking distance of St. 

5  
32-
17-7 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Louis for the second spot in the 
Central Division.  

14 Wild  

Minnesota is 2-8-0 in its last 10 
games, and the team officially 
has a serious goaltending issue. 
The Wild have surrendered at 
least three goals in each of 
those contests, and Cam Talbot 
and Kaapo Kahkonen have 
combined to allow 9.73 goals 
above expected in that time.  

3  
33-
19-3 

15 Capitals  

The Capitals finally have some 
good news on the goalie front. 
Vitek Vanacek recently returned 
from injured reserve, and he has 
played really well in a very small 
sample size. In Washington's 
wins over the Hurricanes and 
the Kraken, Vanacek allowed 
just two goals on a combined 65 
shots.  

1  
31-
18-9 

16 Canucks  

I admit that I was kind of waiting 
on J.T. Miller to cool off at some 
point this season, but that has 
not happened. In fact, he has 
actually gotten even hotter of 
late. Miller is riding a nine-game 
point streak in which he has 
recorded a total of six goals and 
11 assists.  

1  
28-
23-6 

17 Predators  

Nashville suffered a devastating 
defeat at the hands of the 
slumping Kraken, but the team 
bounced back with an 8-0 
thumping of the Sharks. The 
Preds finally got contributions 
from up and down that lineup in 
that one, and they must find a 
way to keep that going or risk 
falling out of a playoff spot.  

2  
32-
20-4 

18 Oilers  

The Oilers had three very 
winnable games last week, and 
they came out of it with a 1-1-1 
record. That is not going to cut it 
for Edmonton, which faces a 
much tougher slate over the next 
seven days. The next three 
matchups on deck for the Oilers 
are the Flames, Capitals, and 
Lightning.  

--  
30-
23-4 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

19 
Blue 
Jackets  

Boone Jenner is having his best 
season since the 2015-16 
season. Jenner has tallied 23 
goals and 44 assists in 56 
games, and he leads the Blue 
Jackets in expected goals with 
18.37. At this point, the contract 
extension Jenner signed for 
$3.75 million per year over the 
summer looks like a savvy move 
by Columbus.  

--  
28-
26-3 

20 Jets  

Mark Scheifele has experienced 
some positive regression with 
respect to his shooting 
percentage, and it's right back 
up to his career average. 
Scheifele is now up to 20 goals 
on the year, and seven of those 
have come on the power play. 
Having said that, Winnipeg is 
still minus-12 with Schiefele on 
the ice at five-on-five.  

--  
25-
22-
10  

21 Ducks  

The Ducks have been slipping in 
the playoff race over the last 
month, and there is a surprising 
reason for those woes. The 
usually rock solid John Gibson 
has posted a league-worst -
12.29 goals saved above 
average since Feb. 7. That is a 
big reason why Anaheim has 
had trouble keep up in the Wild 
Card race.  

--  
27-
23-9 

22 Canadiens  

From the start of the season 
through Feb. 16, the Canadiens 
ranked 31st in the NHL in 
expected goals share at five-on-
five (44.77%). Since Martin St. 
Louis took over on Feb. 17, 
Montreal ranks sixth in that 
category (54.09%). The 
Canadiens have been 
unrecognizable with St. Louis at 
the helm.  

3  
15-
34-7 

23 Red Wings  

I am once again going to bang 
the Calder Trophy drum for 
Moritz Seider. He just had his 
eight-game point streak snapped 
against the Panthers, and 
Detroit is getting solid results 
with him on the ice. The Red 
Wings are now plus-five with 
Seider on the ice at five-on-five.  

1  
24-
27-6 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

24 Islanders  

Noah Dobson, the No. 12 overall 
pick in the 2018 NHL Draft, is 
living up to that billing this 
season. He has already racked 
up 28 points, which doubles his 
career high. Dobson's advanced 
statistics haven't always been 
pretty, but that might have more 
to do with him being paired up 
with Zdeno Chara, who has 
shown his age this season.  

--  
21-
24-8 

25 Blackhawks 

There are reports that the 
Avalanche have interest in 
trading for Patrick Kane before 
the trade deadline in a couple of 
weeks. Considering the price will 
be astronomical and the fact that 
Kane has another year left on 
his contract at $10.5 million, it 
seems like that would be tough 
to pull off mid-season. That 
doesn't even take into 
consideration whether Chicago 
would actually trade him.  

1  
21-
29-8 

26 Coyotes  

It appears the tables were 
turned last week. The Coyotes 
took down the Avalanche 
(again), and then they scored 
eight goals against the Senators 
in one of the most entertaining 
games of the entire season, 
regardless of who the 
participants were.  

4  
17-
35-4 

27 Sabres  

Speaking of turning tables, the 
Sabres managed to get wins 
over the Maple Leafs and the 
Wild last week. Of course, the 
good times couldn't last too long 
for the devoted fans of Buffalo. 
The Sabres ended the week with 
a 3-0 shutout loss to the Kings.  

4  
18-
32-8 

28 Senators  

The Senators have now lost five 
in a row. While that might seem 
like a frustrating setback for a 
young team that had been 
playing rather well in recent 
weeks, it might be better for the 
franchise in the long-term. 
Ottawa doesn't want to damage 
those draft lottery chances too 
much.  

5  
20-
31-5 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

29 Flyers  

Philadelphia has won two of its 
last 10 games, and they have 
found a variety of ways to lose in 
that time. When the goaltending 
is there, the scoring completely 
dries up. When the goals finally 
come, the Flyers suddenly can't 
keep the puck out of the net.  

1  
18-
28-
10  

30 Devils  

For a fifth-round pick, Yegor 
Sharangovich seems to be 
working out pretty well for the 
Devils. He is two points away 
from matching last season's total 
of 30, and Sharangovich is 
fourth on the team in expected 
goals for at five-on-five with 
8.59.  

1  
21-
31-5 

31 Sharks  

San Jose lost three straight 
games last week, and one of 

4  
24-
25-7 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

them was an 8-0 blowout at the 
hands of the Predators. The 
Sharks' playoff hopes have been 
all but extinguished now, but the 
team probably wasn't going to 
stay in the race much longer 
with the goaltending duo of Alex 
Stalock and Zach Sawchenko 
anyway.  

32 Kraken  

The Kraken were able to snap 
their losing streak with a win 
over the Predators, but they still 
have just one win in their last 10 
games. Over the last month, 
Seattle has had trouble limiting 
scoring chances against, which 
doesn't help an already bad 
goaltending situation.  

--  
17-
37-5 
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Quick Whistles: Jordan Staal Gets Rewarded, Martin Necas Breaks Through, Hurricanes 
Face Big Test 

By Brett Finger  

I wrote about Jordan Staal’s wretched goal-scoring drought 
about a month ago. 

It ended up being a 35-game drought that even Martin Necas 
wouldn’t touch with a ten-foot pole. 

The most bewildering part was that, compared to his world-
beating 2020-21, his metrics were better, and his results 
were drastically worse. The conclusion I reached was that, in 
a short time, he would end that drought, and things would 
start to balance back out. 

I didn’t expect him to bounce back the way he has, though. 

Over the last few weeks, Staal has been scoring goals with a 
consistency that he hadn’t reached since the second half of 
the 2021 regular season. 

Over a 12-game span from February 8 to March 4, the 33-
year-old behemoth scored six goals and accumulated ten 
points. For reference, he had zero goals and six total points 
in the 34 games prior and two goals and 11 points in 41 
games dating back to the start of the 2021-22 season. 

By and large, Staal has been the same player, as 
Hurricanes’ bench boss Rod Brind’Amour will tell you 
whenever you ask a question about his team’s captain. 

“No. Do you?” Brind’Amour said at the end of February, 
when asked if there were any differences he’s started to see 
in Staal and his line. “It’s just getting a bounce here or there. 
It’s been a good line. They’ve played well for a while now. It’s 
nice to see him get rewarded because he does do it right.” 

His best offensive night of the season, both through his 5-on-
5 metrics and offensive production, came when the team 
desperately needed it. 

Down 2-0 after the first period on Friday night, the 
Hurricanes were in danger of dropping a huge divisional 
game against the Pittsburgh Penguins, who have been 
nipping at Carolina’s heels for much of the season. That’s 
when Staal delivered one of his patented beat mode games. 

He scored twice in regulation, one by way of constant 
pressure around the goal and the other by a deflection from 
the high slot almost halfway through the third period. He 
lifted the Canes to overtime, Andrei Svechnikov stayed red-
hot, and the team got two massive points. 

With Staal back on the beam, exuding more offensive 
confidence with every game he plays, the Hurricanes are a 
more dangerous club up and down the lineup. In addition, 
the reformation of his hard-nosed third line, featuring Nino 
Niederreiter and Jesper Fast on the flanks, gives Carolina a 
distinguished identity throughout their top-nine. 

He’s played well all season, which is hard to recognize when 
he’s going through egregiously terrible stretches of puck 
luck, but his game never changed. His game-changing 
impact is finally on display on the scoresheet, and the 
Hurricanes are a much better team when that’s the case. 

Martin Necas Breaks Through 

It’s honestly pretty amazing that the Hurricanes have had so 
much offensive consistency despite two of their top-five 
returning scorers from 2020-21 going through career-worst 
offensive droughts that spanned months. 

Though, this might be a pretty good explanation for how 
they’ve done it: 

Staal broke out of his funk, and now Necas is hoping to do 
the same. 

The goalposts are undoubtedly different for Necas, though. 
The now 23-year-old broke out with an outstanding 
sophomore season, and the expectations were high for him 
to build upon that further in year three. 

He found the back of the net just once in 26 games, but 
beyond that, his complete game just wasn’t there. He 
lingered around the periphery of the ice and wasn’t getting to 
high-danger scoring areas with a consistency that he did 
throughout the previous season. 

The tides started taking a very noticeable turn in Carolina’s 
shutout loss to the Washington Capitals late last week. 

It was the most noticeable Necas had been on the ice in 
several weeks, and if it weren’t for a dazzling goalie 
performance from Vitek Vanecek, his goal drought would 
have come to an end. 

Thankfully, he didn’t have to wait long to get the monkey off 
of his back finally. 

Necas’s first goal in almost two months was scored through 
being around the front of the net and using his tremendous 
puck skills and agility to corral a loose puck and whip it by 
Philipp Grubauer. 

That tally ended up being the game-winning goal - his first 
GWG in three months - in a game that the Hurricanes trailed 
by one goal on two separate occasions. 

That is what Necas has to do if he’s going to keep building 
his NHL game and become the player that he has so 
frequently showed us that he can be. He has to be part of 
Carolina’s heavy forechecking and net-front drive. 

The goal, coupled with its timing, is an encouraging sign from 
a player who is still very young and has a lot of work to do in 
this league. 
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“I was trying not to count the games I haven’t scored,” Necas 
said after the game. “But it gets a little bit in your head. I 
don’t think in my career I’ve ever waited that long for a goal, 
but it happens. In the last few games, I started feeling a little 
better and getting more chances. Today it finally went in. It’s 
a good feeling. Great win. Let’s just bring more.” 

Necas needs to be an integral part of Carolina’s top-six if 
they’re going to make a push for the big trophy. There’s no 
questioning his ability to perform on big stages. He pulled 
Carolina back from the brink of a first-round disaster in game 
five against the Nashville Predators last April. 

The Canes will need more big moments from him moving 
forward. 

Thursday Night Rumble 

I recently watched the new West Side Story adaptation from 
Steven Spielberg, so allow me to be painfully lame and 
compare Thursday’s Carolina Hurricanes vs. Colorado 
Avalanche rumble at the ice warehouse to the Jets vs. 
Sharks rumble at the salt warehouse. 

And yes, I know that is confusing, given that those West Side 
Story gang names also happen to be the names of two NHL 
teams. Also, no one has ever referred to a hockey rink as an 
“ice warehouse,” except for maybe the Ice House in Wake 
Forest, but that’s not where they’ll be playing. 

Okay, I’m just going to scrap that idea entirely. 

It’s a big game, though. 

The Hurricanes spent most of the season, to this point, atop 
the NHL standings, but a few rough stretches allowed the 
Avalanche to take over as the number one seed in the 
league, and they will hold that position when they take on the 
Canes, who sit in second place. 

Both clubs will enter Thursday’s game on a roll as winners in 
seven of their last ten games. It’s their first of two meetings 
this season, and it will be a vital milestone game for the 
Hurricanes. 

While they’ve been able to keep winning at a consistent clip, 
the last couple of months has offered the team a variety of 
challenges. A handful of essential skaters have struggled to 
get their games going, Anthony DeAngelo is out for at least a 
couple more weeks, and they have the trade deadline rapidly 
approaching near the end of the month. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell has stated that he 
doesn’t plan to have a huge deadline, though they are still 
pondering the idea of bringing in another defenseman. 

Starting with this game against Colorado, the Hurricanes are 
entering their most challenging stretch of the season. Ten of 
their next 11 opponents are currently in a playoff spot, and 
teams like Colorado and Tampa Bay are betting favorites to 
win the Stanley Cup. 

Are the Hurricanes truly in the same category as those 
proven powerhouses? 

I’m inclined to say that they are, as they’ve given us very little 
reason to think that they aren’t, but this is going to be a real 
test of what this team is capable of. 

According to Hockey Reference, the Hurricanes have the 
fourth-toughest schedule through the rest of the regular 
season. By their same metrics, they list the Canes as having 
the fifth-easiest strength of schedule to this point. 

Is it something read into? Maybe not, but there is no denying 
that they will be tasked with an increasingly tricky slate of 
opponents in March. 

Will the Hurricanes have their day on Thursday night? When 
the Avalanche start a rumble, will the Hurricanes rumble ‘em 
right? 

These are important questions that likely won’t be answered 
through song. 

*Update: It looks like the Hurricanes might have found their 
defenseman. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3171453/2022/03/08/how-do-the-hurricanes-blend-analytics-and-scouting-what-was-chicagos-gm-search-like-ask-eric-tulsky/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-fan-comforted-by-ian-cole-after-losing-tooth/c-331566802  
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-colorado-north-carolina-hockey-489c2605ae714aed80d7d13a234be4d5 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33455133/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-every-team-toughest-schedule-stretch-remaining 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-connor-mcdavid-continues-to-dominate-mitch-marner-is-on-fire/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/8/22967314/quick-whistles-jordan-staal-rewarded-martin-necas-carolina-hurricanes-big-test-nhl-trade-
deadline 
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1199420 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

How do the Hurricanes blend analytics and scouting? What was 
Chicago's GM search like? Ask Eric Tulsky 

 

Sean Gentille, Craig Custance 

20-26 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

It’s been a busy stretch for Hurricanes assistant general manager Eric 
Tulsky, and it doesn’t seem set to let up anytime soon. 

The big issue? Carolina, like the rest of the league, is two weeks from the 
trade deadline. What separates Carolina from the pack is that a) they’re 
quite good and b) if they want to make moves at the deadline, they don’t 
have much cap space to play with. After that, they’ve got the postseason 
to worry about. 

Beyond that, last month, Tulsky was a finalist the Blackhawks general 
manager job that eventually went to Kyle Davidson. That was news for a 
few reasons — the biggest being that Tulsky, as a chemistry Ph.D who 
broke into hockey publishing his own statistical analysis piece at various 
spots on the internet, is part of the first wave of front-office hires with his 
background. 

Tulsky was our guest on “The Athletic Hockey Show,” where he talked 
about his rise through the Hurricanes front office, his approach to leading 
that franchise’s data and pro scouting staff … and, yes, the Blackhawks’ 
interview process. It was a fun, thoughtful talk with a fun, thoughtful guy. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Custance: You guys are doing well. Things are going pretty well. It’s hard 
to talk about anything but the approaching trade deadline, so I’d love to 
get your thoughts on how you guys plan on approaching it, and 
especially you. Are you on the road scouting? What is this time of year 
like for you? 

Tulsky: So as an organization, we always want to be in on every 
possibility to make our team better. We want to turn over every rock and 
see what’s underneath and look for every chance we have. This year, at 
this deadline, we’re pretty constrained. We don’t have much cap space. 
We’re in LTIR and don’t have much room under our ceiling. So there isn’t 
a lot of flexibility for us. We may be limited in what we can do. But we’ll 
be looking at everything and see if there is an opportunity. Probably the 
easiest place to make a move would be on ‘D.’ So that’s where we’re 
especially focused, but I don’t know. We don’t have a lot of space. 

For me, I’m not on the road very much. I’m mostly in the office. I lead two 
groups here. I lead our data group and our pro scouting group. So this 
time of year, I’m especially focused on spending time with the pro scouts 
and talking to them, making sure they understand where the 

organization’s perspective is and what we’re looking for, and what we 
want them to try to find. 

And trying to help them build a set of recommendations that they can 
push out to the organization (for) people who we think would fit in this 
kind of role. “We think this player would look better with us because he 
does these things well, that are particularly important for us. Now, this 
other player we think might not be as good of a fit, because his current 
home is a perfect fit for his skill set and if he goes somewhere else, he 
might not look quite as good.” Trying to get that level of detail, and the 
understanding of the market and the opportunities out there, is really a 
focus for us right now. 

Custance: I’m so used to asking two questions, and people just 
answering one of them. I made the cardinal sin of asking two questions. 
Then it’s like, “Oh, he’s gonna answer the second one,” as everyone 
always does, and then you just move on. 

But what I was gonna say is — how were you gonna afford Dougie 
Hamilton anyways? In retrospect, you look at how some the 
replacements are going, and it’s worked out economically. But man, that 
would have been rough in retrospect, had you guys gone there. 

Tulsky: No, we could have made it work. We were talking about it. The 
number it got to would have been hard. We had a range that we were 
prepared to go to, that we could have made it made work. At the number 
he got, we would have had to make some tough choices. You always 
have to make some tough choices. There’s a hard cap, and you can’t 
keep everyone forever if you’re a good team and have good players who 
deserve to be paid well. 

And so ultimately, the higher the number goes, the harder that choice is. 
And it reached a level where — we think a lot of him. We think he’s great 
player, but it was probably at a point where we needed to go in a different 
direction. 

Gentille: The obvious pivot point would have been what you guys did with 
your goaltending in the offseason, where you had that flexibility to spend 
on Freddie Andersen that you wouldn’t have had. And everything’s going 
great there. You guys cracked the goaltender evaluation code, right? You 
can just say, “We’re set and everything’s fine moving forward.” 

Tulsky: (laughs) I would not say that. Goaltending’s hard. And we’ve had 
some good fortune in the last couple of years, where guys have come in 
and played well for us. Those were tough decisions in the summer. We 
let go of some people who played really well for us, fit well in the locker 
room, we liked them. But we felt like we had an opportunity to bring in 
two guys (Andersen and Antti Raanta) who really had a long track record 
of success, and who we felt very comfortable with. Both of them were 
coming off of a little bit of a down year, and that created an opportunity 
for us that we were very happy to take advantage of. 

Gentille: Yeah, because “Goaltending is voodoo” is just accepted as a 
truism. And you see a team as strong as yours have as much uncertainty 
in the offseason — that to me, not to take away from the “Dougie Saga” 
or anything, was the most fascinating part of what you guys did in the 
offseason: that full-on overhaul. 

And I think that’s something that especially public data struggles with, the 
evaluation of goaltenders. To see that it’s worked out for you guys thus 
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far is really interesting. So how have you seen goaltender evaluation, 
specifically, shift over the last five years or 10 years in front offices vs. 
the public sphere? 

Tulsky: You’re right that it’s just fundamentally a hard problem. I mean, a 
goaltender who stops 92 percent of his shots is fantastic and one of the 
best in the league, and a goaltender who stops 91 percent of the shots is 
a decent backup. And it takes an awful lot of shots to tell the difference at 
that level. 

So setting aside all the things about goaltending, in particular — guys 
being hot and cold, and all the mental aspects that go into it, and all the 
team aspects that influence performance — just that starting point of 
trying to tell the difference between 91 and 92 percent is hard. 

It’s genuinely a challenge. The statistics are not easy to do. And the eye 
test isn’t easy to do, either. It’s just a fine evaluation. I think we’ve worked 
hard to blend both. Freddie in particular is someone who our goaltending 
coaches really liked. They saw what he did last year when it was a little 
tough, he had injury problems. But they believed in him. And they said, 
“This is someone who we think has a bounce-back in front of him.” So 
you blend that with some of the data that we’re looking at, and you come 
away with the impression that if we can make it work for him, that was a 
good direction for us to go. So far it’s panned out. And I’m not going to 
come in here and say we’ve cracked the code. 

Gentille: Oh yeah, it’s over. It worked. Don’t worry about it. You can just 
write that one in pen, it’s fine. 

Tulsky: I promise you that not every decision we ever make will turn out 
perfect. That’s one of the things that I think as an organization we do 
really well, though. We’re not afraid to take some swings. With a lot of 
places, if you take five risks and three of them go your way, you’re 
getting killed about the other two. Then maybe you lose your job over it. 
And here, if you take five risks, and three of them go your way, we know 
you’re one decision better than you were beforehand. 

Gentille:  You mentioned one of those risk categories a little bit earlier, 
where you try to identify players who have more to give. Maybe that’s a 
third-pair D that you think can play up. The flip side of that — and this is 
something we’ve seen a lot — is that sometimes, those guys are 
perfectly cast. There’s third-pair D who’s a third-pair D. That’s the role 
he’s in, and he should stay there. 

I’m interested to hear how you parse those two — the guy who is the 
perfectly cast, and then the guy who has more to give. Because 
sometimes the numbers that we see in the public sphere might be 
identical. 

Tulsky: Yep, it’s both. There are things I will ask the data team for, that I 
think will be indicators of whether there is databased evidence that the 
player can move up. And there are things that I’ll ask the pro scouts to 
look at. “If you see the player doing this regularly, that’s a really good 
sign, because he’s gonna have to do it even more if he moves up the 
lineup.” So we do get on both sides. There are markers that we look for 
where we think someone would be able to fit into a bigger role than 
they’re in. 

Custance: As somebody who’s managing your pro scouts — who just 
saw somebody in Columbus on Saturday night — vs. the data, which 
tends to want to look at the larger sample, how do you balance that when 
those scouts bang on a table and say, “Hey, this guy’s playing great right 
now. I just saw him.” 

Tulsky: So we’ve worked hard to structure our scouting reports in a way 
that sort of focuses on both things. “Game by game, what did you see 
today,” is a completely separate question from, “Considering all of your 
viewings, what do you think of the player?” And we have both of those 
kinds of reports in our system. So that then the scout is thinking about 
them as two separate questions, and the organization can integrate them 
as two separate pieces of information. 

Custance: Is there data that also does the same thing, that’s like, “how is 
the guy playing right now” vs. “what do we think of him analytically as a 
player?” 

Tulsky: Yeah, of course, you can always do that. The concern with data 
is always, the finer you slice it, the easier it is for what you’re looking at to 
not mean very much. 

Custance: I like to use fine slices of data to make the argument that I 
want to make in favor of players. 

Tulsky: That’s what almost everyone does. And also, like, even setting 
aside the sample-size thing, you’re always gonna get into the questions 
about, “OK, he’s playing well now for his team in his situation” … that 
could all change tomorrow, if he moves to a new team in a new situation 

Custance: It tends to, right? It usually looks much different when they 
switch teams at this time of year. 

Tulsky: I do think that’s a challenge, and you have to be careful with it. 
But there is value in knowing who is at their best today. 

Gentille: What’s the experience heading up pro scouting been like? And 
what did you think when that was included in your role change a couple 
years ago? Because you’re heading up data, and you’re heading up pro 
scouting. Those are two of the big ones, and they’re both you. 

Tulsky: We have an amateur scouting group that is separate from me. 
We have a development group that is also run by Darren Yorke, our 
other assistant GM, who leads both of those groups. And they do a lot of 
important work. And we have a fantastic prospect pool, and they get the 
credit for that. So it’s important to me not to come across like I’m doing 
everything here. 

Custance: We know, Eric. It’s OK. (laughter) 

Tulsky: So it was interesting taking the group over. I’d never written a 
scouting report before. I’d written statistical reports, but not scouting 
reports. And so it was important for me, from Day 1, to make sure I was 
taking advantage of the experience they had, and not come in assuming I 
knew everything. Listening to them. And I had certain things that I wanted 
to see, and that I pushed. A lot of it was on the communication side, in 
how we were thinking about problems, and how we were pushing 
information out to the organization. 

And then I also started doing my own scouting reports and had seen why 
they were doing things a certain way, because everyone is gonna have 
things that they want to change. It’s a lot easier to explain why, if I’ve 
done it your way and seen the way you’ve been doing it and said, “I really 
think it’s gonna be easier or better or more efficient if we make this tweak 
to our reports.” Some of the things like that shift to having game-by-game 
evaluations separate from overall player evaluations. That was 
something that I needed to be doing firsthand and understand the way 
they were doing it, and help make sure I could see how this would fit as 
we made that transition. 

Custance: How big is your pro scouting staff? I see what’s listed on the 
website, it looks like it’s fairly small, 

Tulsky: We have two full-time employees and three part-time employees. 

Custance: So that is small. Is that by design? What does that indicate in 
terms of priorities? 

Tulsky: I don’t think it’s that small compared to the league. I did a skim of 
team websites myself recently. Most teams had about five or six guys 
listed. They may all be full time, in which case, that’s clearly bigger. But 
we’re not that far off-market in terms of the amount of investment. I think 
our push recently has been to broaden out the understanding of what a 
pro scout is. There was a time when the only way you knew what 
happened in Columbus on Tuesday was if you had somebody in 
Columbus on Tuesday. And that’s not where we are anymore. So as an 
organization, we’ve been using more video, using more data and taking 
advantage of the bandwidth that creates, because it takes a lot less time 
to watch a game on video than to drive to Columbus to watch the game. 
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And so when you make that change, you get more time to cover the AHL, 
to cover reserve lists, to cover college and European free agents. We’ve 
expanded our pro scouting mission to help make sure that we’re covering 
everything that could feed into our pro team in the near future, and not 
just the people who are already in the NHL. 

Custance: You were in the news a little bit recently. The Blackhawks 
brought you in for an interview for the GM job. Also, they were pretty 
public about it. It felt very NFL-like. What was that process like for you, 
and also that they were as transparent as teams have typically been in 
that search? 

Tulsky: It was interesting. (Hurricanes president of hockey operations 
Don Waddell) called me down and told me they had asked for permission 
to talk to me. “Great. Sounds like fun.” So I went and met with them, 
spent a day talking to them. It was mostly kind of general: How do you 
picture an organization running? How do you approach this job? How do 
you think you’d set up an organization to be sustainably effective. It was 
a lot of organizational discussion, and that was fun for me. And then at 
the end of the day, they told me, in their experience, the names will 
always get out anyway, and they’d rather be in front of the message and 
put it out themselves. So I had not expected that. I found myself 
scrambling to tell people quickly before it was out on Twitter. Because 
when I got asked to interview, I was told that everyone wanted, it kept 
confidential. And so I didn’t tell very many people at all. 

Gentille: And then it was, “Actually never mind, we’re telling everybody.” 

Custance: “By confidential, we mean that we’re gonna announce it on 
Twitter.” 

Tulsky: I understand how that changes, right? You start doing it and a 
name or two get out, and you say, “You know what, let’s just get in front 
of that.” And I don’t fault them at all for making that switch. I understand 
where that comes from. My parents live in Chicago, so I stayed with 
them. And I actually told them, “Hey, I’m gonna be in Chicago for a night. 
Can I stay with you?” And then I didn’t tell them why at first. I was trying 
to keep it that level of confidential. 

Gentille: I think they might have guessed. 

Tulsky: I get a text from my mom a few days later, like, “Wait a minute, 
the Blackhawks just announced they’re bringing people in for interviews!” 

Gentille: Mrs. Tulsky was connecting the dots. As one of the first wave of 
guys with your background that are interviewing for GM spots and that 
have risen to your level — what have you added to your skill set over the 
last five years or six years that has made you a viable candidate for 
those jobs, and has made you somebody that ownership groups are 
targeting? 

Tulsky: Yeah, I think a lot has changed for me over that time, right? 
When I came into the league, I didn’t know how an NHL team worked. I 
had never talked to a coach. I’d had one or two conversations with 
people in management. But it’s very different when you’re inside, and you 
start to hear things about how and why some of these decisions get 
made. Building out that understanding of a lot of the things that go into 
process that you can’t see from the outside, I think made my 
understanding of how things work and my ability to make suggestions a 
lot more sophisticated and robust. 

I hate to say you just need to take time and put in your dues. But I think 
being around and seeing some of (those processes) does actually make 
a real impact on somebody’s ability to see the whole picture. I came in 
with industry experience leading and managing groups, thinking about 
problems, having to make decisions having to make medium- and long-
range plans. I think a lot of that strategic thinking is a transferable skill. 
But the time spent in the game was what helped me get a sense for 
where that applies to individual details of an NHL team, in particular. 

Custance: Was there anything that the Blackhawks interview that you 
were surprised by, or just stood out about the process? 

Tulsky: Going in, the thing I was really not sure about was how much it 
was going to be about their team in particular vs. running a team in 
general. And I went into it basically prepared to refuse to answer 
questions about their team. Because I’m like, “Look, we’re going to be 
looking to be buyers at the trade deadline that’s coming up. And I think 
you guys are probably gonna be sellers. It’s not really fair for me to walk 
in here and tell you what I think of all your players. I am currently 
employed by the Hurricanes and I owe it to them to respect their interest 
first.” And so I was planning to just duck those questions. But they were 
very courteous in not going anywhere near anything like that. So yeah, 
that made the interview easy for me. 

Gentille: So was there a moment in the interview where you realized that 
it wasn’t just a phishing expedition? That they weren’t just trying to figure 
out the secret sauce? 

Tulsky: They gave me some information ahead of time. They asked me 
to put together a presentation. And the topics in their presentation were 
all pretty high-level. And so I went in knowing that might be the focus. 
And then they never pivoted to “OK, and what would you do about these 
players on our roster? What do you think?” 

Gentille: “What would your ask be for Dominik Kubalik, just for instance?” 

Tulsky: I mean, they have some serious strategic decisions in front of 
them. And I think it would have been natural to ask candidates how they 
felt about that, and how they would approach it. Because I could 
understand it if they said, “If somebody is not on board with what we think 
needs to be done, they’re probably not right for us.” 

My sense of the way they were approaching it was that, at least in the 
initial rounds, it was much more, “We want to make sure we’re 
comfortable with the way you think about problems. And if we are, then 
we’re probably not going to tell you, ‘hey, make this move with the 
roster.'” So they were trying to get a feel for how their candidates 
approach problems and think about things more than about what they 
think about specific players or a specific situation. 

Custance: Who was running the interview? 

Tulsky: So there were three people in the room. It was (CEO) Danny 
Wirtz, (president of business operations) Jamie Faulkner and (VP of 
human resources) Shara Meisinger. 

Custance: You had your slideshow? You had a deck ready to go? 

Tulsky: They asked for a 45-minute presentation, so I put that together. 

Gentille: You look at the net that they cast, where they were speaking to 
Jeff Greenberg from the Cubs, and that got a lot of attention, because 
they were obviously looking at maybe some less traditional candidates to 
fill that job. Then they end up going with Kyle Davidson. He’d been doing 
the job on an on an interim basis for last few months. And that got a lot of 
attention, because they cast this wide net, and then they end up hiring 
the guy that’s been there the whole time. 

As somebody who is close to the process is you were, did you get the 
vibe that this was as wide-ranging a search as they made it out to be? 

Tulsky: I can’t say for sure, because I wasn’t in the room when they were 
making decisions, or they would have made a different hire. 

Gentille: “I’d recommend me for the job, actually,” Eric says. 

Tulsky: But my assumption? It came across like they were really 
genuinely interested in hearing a variety of perspectives, and thinking 
about what different voices had to say, what different pairs of eyes saw in 
the way a team can and should be run. And I don’t know for sure, but my 
bet is that Kyle didn’t get the job because he was there. Kyle got the job 
because they liked the way he thinks and they came away feeling like, 
“We saw a lot of strong candidates, but in the end, we’re still very 
comfortable with the person who we’ve seen.” I don’t think he was 
handed the job. I think he earned that job. 
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NHL-leading Avalanche “terrible” in road loss against New Jersey Devils 

 

Mike Chambers 

4-5 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — In an ugly turn of events for the Avalanche, the New 
Jersey Devils erupted for five unanswered goals to defeat Colorado 5-3 
on Tuesday night at Prudential Center. 

“We were terrible,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said in a relatively brief 
postgame news conference. “I’ll give them credit. I thought they played 
well. They skated. It looked like we had no energy, no legs — mentally 
and physically tired.” 

The NHL-leading Avalanche (41-12-5), which led 3-0 early in the second 
period on the strength of two early power-play goals, lost for the first time 
when leading after the opening 20 minutes (23-1-0). The Avs were 
outshot 43-26 and the Devils delivered 17 of 26 checks. 

Colorado was concluding a consecutive-night stretch after winning 5-4 on 
Monday night at the New York Islanders, who rallied from a 5-1 third-
period deficit. Bednar didn’t think the effort against the Devils was a 
continuation of what occurred late Monday in New York. 

“I’m not gonna break down the whole game for you guys. We were 
terrible. It is what it is,” Bednar said. “We’ll take it, get a rest and move 
on. We were second to every puck. They were skating. We weren’t 
checking. We looked tired. We looked mentally tired. We turned the puck 
over every second puck we touched. It is what it is.” 

The game-winner came on the Devils’ power play. It was scored by 
winger Nathan Bastian, who cashed in on a rebound in the paint, off a 
shot from center Jack Hughes from the right circle, at 13:04 of the third 
period — and Mikko Rantanen in the penalty box for tripping. 

The Avs drew the game’s final penalty with 3:14 remaining but the Devils 
scored an empty-netter while Colorado pulled goalie Darcy Kuemper and 
was on a 6-on-4 attack. 

“The power play did a good job early and that got us that lead and we 
weren’t able to hold on to it tonight,” Kuemper said. “They’re playing with 
a lot of confidence offensively and made it tough on us, for sure.” 

The Devils (21-31-5) scored three goals in 8:01 of the second period to 
tie it 3-3 going into the third. Forward Tomas Tatar began the rally at 9:20 
of the middle frame, and defenseman Ty Smith got the Devils within 3-2 
at 12:18. 

Colorado then took three consecutive penalties and New Jersey 
capitalized on the second —  a long shot from defenseman Damon 
Severson through traffic at 17:21. 

The momentum changed quickly — just like Monday in Elmont, N.Y., 
where the Avs scored four early third-period goals before the Islanders 
struck for the last three. 

The Avs led 2-0 after the first period against the Devils, scoring 
consecutive power-play goals on just eight shots in the frame. Nathan 
MacKinnon got the first one — his seventh in as many games — by 
batting the puck mid-air past goalie Nico Daws 9:04 into the game. 
MacKinnon then set up Rantanen for the second man-advantage tally at 
14:27. 

Other than the 2-for-2 start to the Avs’ power play, “I think we were 
awful,” Rantanen said. 

Colorado took its 3-0 lead 5:52 into the second when defenseman Cale 
Makar skated in from the blue line and backhanded a rebound past 
Daws. It was the 21st goal of the season for Makar, tops among all NHL 
defensemen. He also assisted on Rantanen’s goal to extend his club-
record assist streak to 13 games. 

Footnotes. The Avs, who conclude their three-game road trip on 
Thursday at the Carolina Hurricanes, went with the same lineup as 
Monday in New York, but with Kuemper in net. Hybrid Kurtis MacDermid 
was the lone healthy scratch. Defenseman Bo Byram remains on 
personal leave. 
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Six biggest trades in Colorado sports history after Broncos trade for 
Russell Wilson 

 

Kyle Newman 

5-6 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

With the Broncos trading for Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell 
Wilson on Tuesday, here’s a look at the six biggest trades in Colorado 
sports history. 

No. 6 Carmelo Anthony & Chauncey Billups 

Date: Feb. 22, 2011 

Details: The three-way trade involving the Knicks and Timberwolves saw 
the Nuggets acquire Kosta Koufos, Wilson Chandler, Raymond Felton, 
Danilo Gallinari, Timofey Mozgov and four New York draft picks. In the 
process, the Knicks got franchise icon ‘Melo and homegrown hero 
Billups, plus some other non-marquee players such as Shelden Williams 
and Corey Brewer. 

Synopsis: GM Masai Ujiri blew up the Nuggets’ roster a year and a half 
following the team’s Western Conference Finals appearance. Denver 
used one of the first-round picks it got to draft Jamal Murray in 2016. 

No. 5 Patrick Roy 

Date: Dec. 6, 1995 

Details: The Avalanche acquired the 30-year-old Roy and winger Mike 
Keane from Montreal in exchange for Andrei Kovalenko, Martin Rucinsky 
and Jocelyn Thibault. 

Synopsis: Roy turned a good career into a Hall of Fame career with 
Colorado, leading the Avs to a pair of Stanley Cup championships. 
Keane made an impact on the 1996 title team as well, while none of the 
players the Canadians got so much as made an all-star team. The trade 
immediately altered the trajectory of the Avs, who had just relocated from 
Quebec. 

No. 4 Holliday for CarGo 

Date: Nov. 10, 2008 

Details: GM Dan O’Dowd flipped Matt Holliday, a LoDo fan favorite and 
central figure in the team’s 2007 pennant run, in exchange for one of the 
top young outfielders in the game, Carlos Gonzalez. Colorado also got 
closer Huston Street and starter Greg Smith in the deal. 

Synopsis: Holliday lasted a half-season with the A’s before being traded 
to St. Louis; the Rockies got a three-time all-star, three-time Gold Glove 
winner and two-time Silver Slugger in CarGo. Plus, they got a reliable 
closer in Street (84 saves in three years with Colorado). 
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No. 3 John Elway 

Date: May 2, 1983 

Details: Baltimore took Elway with the No. 1 overall pick in the 1983 draft, 
but the Stanford product refused to play for them. He had the leverage of 
a promising professional baseball career to back that refusal. The Colts 
traded Elway to Denver six days after the draft in exchange for 
quarterback Mark Hermann, offensive tackle Chris Hinton and the 
Broncos’ first-round pick the next year (Ron Solt). 

Synopsis: Chris Hinton was a perennial Pro Bowler on the Colts’ 
offensive line, but beyond that, this was a fleecing. Elway racked up 148 
regular-season wins and played in five Super Bowls, winning the last two 
over the Packers and Falcons en route to the Hall of Fame. 

No. 2 Nolan Arenado 

Date: Feb. 1, 2021 

Details: GM Jeff Bridich traded Arenado to the Cardinals, and sent over 
approximately $51 million, to unload the Rockies’ all-time great to St. 
Louis in exchange for one young left-handed pitcher (Austin Gomber) 
and four prospects (infielder Mateo Gil, right-hander Tony Locey, infielder 
Elehuris Montero and right-hander Jake Sommers). 

Synopsis: It’s still early, but the deal appears to be the most lopsided 
trade in Rockies history. Gomber had a 4.53 ERA in his first season with 
Colorado before getting hurt; Montero is a promising prospect. As for 
Bridich, he resigned less than three months after the trade. 

No. 1 Russell Wilson 

Date: March 8, 2022 (unofficial) 

Details: General manager George Paton traded two first-round picks, two 
second-round picks, a fifth-round pick, quarterback Drew Lock, defensive 
lineman Shelby Harris and tight end Noah Fant to the Seahawks for 
quarterback Russell Wilson and a fourth-round pick. 

Synopsis: With the Broncos mired in one of the most hapless stretches in 
franchise history, Paton engineered the biggest trade Denver sports has 
ever seen. The deal instantly makes the Broncos a playoff contender in 
2022 and gives hope to a team that’s missed the playoffs in six 
consecutive seasons. 

Honorable mention 

Nuggets trade David Thompson to Supersonics for Bill Hanzlik and first-
round pick (1982) 

Nuggets trade Kiki Vandeweghe to Blazers for Wayne Cooper, Fat Lever, 
Calvin Natt and two draft picks (1984) 

Nuggets trade Fat Lever to Mavericks for two first-round picks (1990) 

Rockies trade Larry Walker to Cardinals for Jason Burch, Luis Martinez 
and Chris Narveson (2004) 

Broncos trade Clinton Portis to Washington for Champ Bailey and 
second-round pick (2004) 

Nuggets trade Allen Iverson to Pistons for Chauncey Billups, Antonio 
McDyess and Cheikh Samb (2008) 

Broncos trade Jay Cutler and fifth-round pick to Bears for Kyle Orton and 
three picks (2009) 

Rockies trade Ubaldo Jimenez to Cleveland for Alex White, Joe Gardner, 
Matt McBride and Drew Pomeranz (2011) 

Rockies trade Troy Tulowitzki and LaTroy Hawkins to Blue Jays for Jose 
Reyes, Miguel Castro, Jeff Hoffman and Jesus Tinoco (2015) 

Avalanche trade Matt Duchene to Senators for Sam Girard, Shane 
Bowers, Vladislav Kamenev and three draft picks (2017). 
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Ryan Graves Q&A: On facing his former Avalanche teammates, why the 
Devils are 'closer than people think' and more 

 

Peter Baugh 

8-10 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — Ryan Graves will always have an appreciation for the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

The defenseman was in his third AHL season when Colorado acquired 
him from the New York Rangers, deciding to take a flier on a 22-year-old 
who had yet to make the jump to the NHL. Less than a year into his time 
with the Avalanche, general manager Joe Sakic called him up to the big 
club. 

“I came in as a guy who took a long time to play in the NHL,” the now-26-
year-old says. “They gave me that chance.” 

Graves carved out a role as a top-four defenseman with the Avalanche, 
leading the league in plus-minus in 2019-20 and logging 46 points in 149 
games over three seasons. In October 2020, he signed a three-year, 
$3.166 million average-annual-value extension with the team. 

But the expansion draft got in the way of Graves finishing that deal in 
Colorado. Not wanting to lose Graves for nothing, Sakic made a deal with 
the New Jersey Devils in July, shipping him east for a 2021 second-
round pick and forward Mikhail Maltsev. He called Graves to tell him the 
news, explaining their rationale. Graves understood. He knew the 
expansion draft meant his days in Denver might be numbered. 

Going into the season, Graves thought the Devils might have a team that 
could make the playoffs. But barring a miracle late-season run, that hope 
won’t come to fruition, as New Jersey sits with a 20-31-5 record. Graves, 
though, has seen an uptick in playing time from his playing time in 
Colorado, averaging a career-high 20:54 per game, and he’s on pace for 
a career high in points. He sees reason for excitement around the Devils, 
too. 

“We’re closer than people think,” he says. 

Set to play his former team for the first time Tuesday night, Graves sat 
down with The Athletic to discuss changing teams, his time in Colorado 
and teammates he’s enjoyed in both stops. 

In general, how has the transition been to New Jersey? 

It’s been pretty good. There have been parts that have been tougher than 
others: The change of pace with the cities has been probably the biggest 
thing for me. Denver is a pretty quiet city and pretty chill whereas New 
Jersey, New York is very fast-paced and very city-oriented. That’s been a 
change, just the living situation. You’re obviously in a different team 
culture, where it’s a younger team, but I’ve definitely been able to play 
more. It’s been nice. 

What’s the New York City area like to live in? 

At first, it’s kind of overwhelming, you don’t know where to go, but then 
once you start to get a feel for it, the right areas, it’s cool. There’s literally 
everything you could ever want. I live in Jersey about 15 minutes from 
the middle of Manhattan. It’s super close, so you can scoot over for 
dinner or if you want to shop. That part has been really cool. 

What has surprised you most about this Devils team? 

We’ve got good young talent. Jack Hughes is coming into his own now. 
Nico Hischier is someone you don’t really hear about much, but he’s a 
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good player. He really is kind of underrated, the way he plays and what 
he does for the team. Jesper Bratt has been having an unbelievable 
year. I knew he was one of their good wingers, but I didn’t know how 
good he was. He’s remarkable. It’s been cool to get to know a different 
organization. It’s something you can grow with. 

How have you felt about how players are treated in Jersey? 

Honestly, the organization has been great. They treat us really well, and 
they’re trying to improve with the times as guys become more health-
conscious. I’m sure the Avs are like that now, where the league is 
changing and guys are super dialed into their health and recovery. The 
team is really trying to help with that, and our medical staff here is really 
good. I’ve honestly got nothing but good things to say about the 
organization. 

What have you learned about yourself as a player now that you’re getting 
more ice time? 

It’s been nice to be able to play more for sure. I’m not behind guys like 
Cale Makar anymore who can log 28 minutes a game and should log that 
amount of the time. 

I get to play a little more on the offensive side of the puck. We play a 
similar style to the Avs. We’re definitely more of an offensive-minded 
team than we are a big-and-heavy team. We’re small and fast, and it’s 
cool to be a part of it. You try to grow your game to fit the team. 

I know you’ve gotten close with Dougie Hamilton. What’s he like? 

He’s been great. He’s got almost 700 games (Tuesday’s is No. 644), but 
you’d really never know. He’s super down-to-earth and nice, and he’s a 
1993 birthday, so he’s not that old (28). He’s going to play a long time 
more at a high level. He’s someone I get along with well. We have similar 
interests, and I can pick his brain. He’s been on good teams and different 
teams, and he’s an interesting guy. 

It must be cool to see the makings of the defensive corps that the 
organization is building.  

For sure. You never know what things look like going forward — who 
stays, who goes — but definitely there are good pieces. Dougie’s going 
to be here a long time, and we’ve got Jack’s brother, Luke Hughes, 
coming in. 

What’s Jack like?  

He’s a really good guy. Pretty chill, carefree, joking around all the time. 
Kind of the way he plays: He’s super loose, and he’s really confident in 
himself in a good way, and he’s just growing into his own. He really tries 
to improve. He’s having a good year, but he’s definitely not satisfied with 
it. He wants to be a top player in the league. 

What do you expect the emotions to be against the Avalanche? 

It’ll be weird at first seeing all those guys. I haven’t played them yet, and 
it’s almost toward the end of the year now. I definitely want to win. That’ll 
be the best reunion you can ask for: to beat them. That’s what I’ll be 
focused on. 

What did you think of Makar’s overtime winner in Chicago? 

It was sick. He’s dynamic — the way he moves his feet, and the way he’s 
so quick and snappy that he’s hard to defend. He’s tough to stop when 
you give him space. 

How’ve you felt seeing Erik Johnson back on the ice after dealing with a 
season-ending concussion last season? 

It’s awesome. He’s a great guy, was super nice to me when I first came 
in. He’s a very good veteran to have on your team. He just wants to win, 
when you talk to him, and he’s bought into playing however they want 
him to play. He’ll play five minutes. He’ll play 20 minutes. He doesn’t 
care. 

When you come in, it can be awkward between guys who are playing the 
same role, where we’re both defensive-minded defensemen. But he was 
honestly really nice to me — super professional. I’m happy to see that 
he’s healthy. That’s the most important thing. 

Who are you still in touch with on the Avalanche? 

I talk to E.J. and Gabriel Landeskog a bit, and then I talk to Logan 
O’Connor a ton, and I talk to Cale a little bit, too. And then I’ll see Nathan 
MacKinnon throughout the summer, too. You don’t really stay in touch 
that much during the season. Everyone is on their own page now. 
Hopefully I’ll cross paths with some of those guys again soon. 

What’s the biggest thing you took from your time in Colorado? 

They let me grow as a player. I came in and I was the eighth defenseman 
that first year, and I got to play because of injuries. I didn’t go back down 
because of the waiver rule, so then I was there all year and got to be 
around in playoffs. The next year, my goal was to make the team as a 
sixth defenseman, and then I did. Then you just kind of work your way 
up. 

They just let me grow as a player and work my way up the lineup and get 
more minutes. I talk a lot about the coach in the American League, Greg 
Cronin. He helped me a lot to be able to make the jump, and once I got 
up, just working with players like Nate and Cale and Landy, they teach 
you things. It helps you grow as a player. 

Peter Baugh covers the Colorado Avalanche for The Athletic. He has 
previously been  
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From NHL Ice Girl to AHL referee, Colorado native Samantha Hiller is 
more than official – 

 

Aarif Deen 

10-13 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

Professional hockey referees are not often considered trailblazers. But 
that title has been earned by a group of women that have broken the 
glass ceiling in this sport. 

Among them is Samantha Hiller – a 28-year-old native of Boulder, Colo., 
and former Avalanche Ice Girl – who was announced as one of the first-
ever female referees in the American Hockey League last fall. Now a full-
time fire medic in the Chicago area, her efforts to achieve her goal of 
officiating at the pro level were not to be denied. 

Even if it meant being a trailblazer. 

“I get to have a front-row seat to my favorite game in the whole world. 
And I’m gonna do it,” Hiller told me. 

And that’s exactly what she did. 

In an Oct. 23 matchup between the Chicago Wolves and Milwaukee 
Admirals at Allstate Arena near Chicago, Hiller officiated her first 
professional game. The experience was everything she had ever 
imagined it would be. And she’s thankful to have been able to share it 
with her family and friends. 

“It was such a blast like it was just one of those moments that you 
cherish and you’ll never forget,” she said. “It was definitely special for me 
and my family and all my mentors and friends that showed up. They were 
cheering super loud for me so it was nice to have that kind of support.” 
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On the ice, Hiller credited the officiating crew she worked with for having 
her back the entire way. Like the NHL, the AHL has a two-referee 
system. Her ref partner in that contest was 31-year-old Jordan Samuels-
Thomas, a 2009 NHL draft pick of African-American descent, who is 
working on his own road to breaking barriers at the highest level. 

“I love the way he communicates with players,” Hiller said of Samuels-
Thomas. “He had some great words of wisdom and I feel like I learned a 
lot from him that night. Just a great guy all around.” 

Reaching this level was a path that was anything but linear for Hiller. The 
road started in Colorado, her home. 

Hiller learned to love the game of hockey while growing up and spent 
nearly her entire life on the ice. While attending Boulder High School, 
Hiller played for the boys J.V. hockey team and later joined a girls team 
with neighboring students at Monarch High School. She captained that 
all-girls district team during her senior season. 

But unlike most who eventually don the black and white striped jersey, 
officiating has been a pastime of Hiller’s since she was very young. 

It began as simply just another way for her to earn a couple of dollars but 
it grew into more of a passion as time went on. It’s not every day a pre-
teen is looking for ways to find work. But that’s how it began for Hiller. 

“I’ve been officiating since I was 12. I was in middle school,” she 
explained. “I did it at first because I needed some money and didn’t want 
to babysit.” 

As her high-school years were winding down, Hiller began to look at 
collegiate options to continue her playing career. But then came an 
opportunity to attend an amateur officiating camp. And that’s when 
everything changed. 

“I was playing and reffing, just doing both through high school,” Hiller 
said. “When the decision came down to it, I went to this referee camp 
and I just fell in love with it even more. That’s when I decided to quit 
playing and really focus on officiating. 

“That was a huge turning point for me.” 

From there, Hiller’s next move was finding the right exposure to continue 
her development. She got her international license through USA Hockey 
and used that to officiate more than 200 games a year. Some of the 
higher levels she worked at include men’s games in the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) and NCAA Division 3 contests. 

But along the way, she was tasked with something new and decided to 
veer just a little bit off the path to achieve a different goal within the 
hockey realm. 

The Colorado Avalanche were searching for applicants for their inaugural 
team of Ice Girls – a group now known as the Ice Patrol tasked with 
shoveling the ice during commercial breaks. Hiller found herself amongst 
the final contenders for the new role. 

Even if it started as a joke between two close friends. 

“One of my friends was like you won’t do it, you won’t try out and I was 
like, ‘yeah I will, sure,” she recalled. “It was one of those things that came 
up and I thought maybe this would be a good opportunity to try 
something new.” 

As is the common theme with Hiller, she succeeded in this venture as 
well. 

“To be a part of the game at such a close level was phenomenal. I wasn’t 
really expecting to make the team and then when I made it I just started 
to think about how cool it would be that I get to see the game from this 
perspective. It was definitely an experience being at that level and being 
able to see Avs games from right up on the glass regularly.” 

During her time with the Ice Girls, Hiller earned an opportunity to officiate 
her first international tournament in Beijing in April 2015. She was named 

as one of four referees for the Women’s World Championship, Division 
1B. 

Hiller was the lone representative from the U.S. and spent seven days 
overseas growing an already vast officiating resume. 

Things were starting to look up for her. But fast forward a couple of years 
to 2020 when COVID-19 struck and the sports world was shut down. 
Games were no longer being played, and for Hiller, it meant being unable 
to officiate. 

But the NHL stepped up. 

The league offered a virtual mentorship program for officials like Hiller 
that would provide invaluable conversations and advice. 

“It gave us an outlet for somewhere we could talk and develop and still 
feel like we were progressing, even though we weren’t on the ice,” Hiller 
said. “It was really cool to have them reach out and create this Zoom 
group where we talked a lot about leadership and different special 
circumstances.” 

The NHL involved current and former referees to spearhead the 
conversations. That’s where Hiller felt she learned the most. 

“They would share a lot of their experiences and talk about mistakes 
they’ve made. Even at the highest level. They brought it down to a level 
where you can relate,” she said. “Like, wow, they’re still human. These 
guys are the best of the best but this is such a human game. 

“It was really cool to just hear their experiences and know what they’ve 
been through, the challenges that they’ve endured and how they’ve 
become better for it. They expanded a lot on how to communicate better 
with players and coaches and that’s something we can all learn from. 
Certainly, something I have learned a lot from.” 

The mentorship program was a sign of things to come for Hiller. Several 
years earlier, she was supposed to attend the NHL officiating combine 
but was unable to go. Hiller re-applied and was finally able to attend in 
August 2021 in Buffalo, N.Y. 

“Just a phenomenal experience,” she said. “I went there with an open 
mind. I didn’t know exactly where it would lead or what would come of it 
but I knew that we were getting exposure for women. So I’m there, I’m 
trying my best and it was a blast. It was tough but it was so much fun.” 

Following the combine, Hiller went back to what felt like her regular 
routine before suddenly receiving an email that would capture the hockey 
world and the hearts of 10 deserving women. 

Those women – Katie Guay, Kelly Cook, Jacqueline Zee Howard, 
Elizabeth Mantha, Amanda Tassoni, Laura White, Alexandra Clarke, 
Kendall Hanley and Kirsten Welsh, along with Hiller – were contacted by 
the AHL with an opportunity to officiate in some capacity during the 2021-
22 season. They each received invitations to the referee camp in 
Springfield, Mass. 

Hiller was named one of seven referees while the other three would 
assume roles as linespersons. 

“We think that it’s important for the game of hockey to attract like-minded 
people that are great athletes to pursue officiating,” NHL Director of 
Officiating Stephen Walkom told ESPN. “It’s great that these women will 
really be the trailblazers to step into professional men’s hockey. We think 
that there are many women out there playing hockey that hopefully when 
they stop playing, will consider giving back. Because the majority of great 
officials in the future are sitting on the bench right now. I hope this 
inspires people to want to try it and recognize there’s a lot of 
opportunities out there.” 

Receiving the offer was surreal. Hiller was taken aback. 

“After getting home from the combine a couple of weeks went by and I 
got this email from the AHL for the referee camp,” she said.” And it was 
such a surprise to me that I was like are they sending this to the right 
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person? Like, I’m the recipient of this email? I was really in shock to even 
be considered. 

“I didn’t know that the AHL was really talking about this and really 
adamant that they were going to move forward with it.” 

Listen to “Slight Setback” on Spreaker. 

Being a proud Coloradan and a lover of sports is something Hiller 
recognizes as a large factor in reaching this goal. While residing in 
Colorado, she regularly attended professional sports games. She was an 
avid follower of the Colorado Mammoth and Avalanche but also attended 
Denver Broncos and Denver Nuggets games. 

Sports in Colorado were of high importance to Hiller. And so, too, were 
her mentors among the officiating realm. Most notably, the local 
programs that catapulted her love and passion for officiating. 

Hiller is part of the Rocky Mountain Development and the Colorado Ice 
Hockey Referee Association. She also credits the Rocky Mountain 
District for helping her along the way. 

“They supported my success from a very young age,” Hiller said. “They 
pulled me on and they gave me every opportunity to develop into where 
I’m at today. I don’t believe I would’ve been able to do any of this without 
everybody that’s a part of those organizations.” 

Sitting among that group of 10 trailblazing women, Hiller now resides in 
the Chicago area where she is still working as a fire medic along with her 
officiating role in the AHL. Her road was long and met with numerous 
hurdles along the way. While Hiller’s achievement is ultimately a self-
gratifying goal, her accomplishments will be etched among young women 
in this industry for years to come. 

That’s what it means to be a trailblazer. 
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Avs Grades in Loss to the Devils (+) - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 5 hours ago on March 8, 2022  

By Kelsey Hammond4-5 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

Jack Johnson: B – Odd night for everyone as the team came out sharp in 
the first period and fell flat in the second. The team just couldn’t stay out 
of the box in the second period, including Johnson. 

Erik Johnson: C – Better night compared to last night but seems to be 
struggling with his game in general. 13 minutes played and no shots.  

Devon Toews: B – 7th on the team in points with 45. The whole team 
lacked urgency tonight and they end the end paid for it. It certainly wasn’t 
Toews best game. 

Cale Makar: B+ – 13 straight games with an assist, which now leads the 
franchise. I’m starting to run out of things to say about him. Another multi 
point night. 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel : D – Another quiet game. It’s becoming the norm for 
him.  

Tyson Jost: D – Like the rest of the team, his lined looked good in the 
first but their play really dropped off in the second and third. 8 minutes 
played and one shot. Seems like this could be it for him, with the trade 
deadline coming. 

Alex Newhook: C- – He had a couple of shots but that was really it. 
Almost 15 minutes played. In a slump. 

Logan O’Connor: C- – He had a couple of quick shifts of skating hard and 
fast but it might have emptied his tank early on. What happened to his 
offense? If found, please call Jared Bednar. 

Ryan Murray: C – Led the Avs with three shots on net at the end of the 
second period. Kinda sums up how this game went.  

Nathan MacKinnon: B – You know you’re playing hot when you can hit 
the puck like a baseball and it still goes in. Back to back multi point 
nights, but tried to do too much by himself at the end. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

J.T. Compher: D – One shot on net and couldn’t get anything going. The 
Devils were 2-for-4 on the power play tonight and his unit couldn’t clear 
the puck. 

Darren Helm: C – He just missed Toews on a short-handed attempt and 
it was refreshing to see some sort of pressure on the penalty kill.  

Sam Girard: D – He’s playing “small” recently. He just seems to be 
getting pushed off the puck lately. and I didn’t like the play on Smith’s 
goal either.  

Nazem Kadri: C- – Back-to-back games in the NHL are no joke. Could 
this be the Avs kryptonite? Kadri had no shots on net and around 50% on 
faceoffs. Everybody plays the same schedule though. Everybody’s a bit 
tired. No excuses. 

Gabe Landeskog: C – He had some rough plays in the defensive zone 
and finished a minus two tonight.  

Andre Burakovsky: C – He had a couple of nice passes and Bednar 
shifted him to the second line with Nichushkin and Kadri for the third 
period. One shot and 15 minutes played. 

Mikko Rantanen: C+ – Back on the scoresheet with his first-period goal 
but more importantly, the power play went 2/2 in the first period. From 
there Rantanen took a penalty and finished a minus two.  

Darcy Kuemper: C- Not quite the bounce-back game he was looking 
forward to. He definitely got peppered with 43 shots and the team 
collapsed in front of him, but again when the team needed that big save, 
and they didn’t get it.  
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Dater column: Is it time to worry some about the Avs again? That's a 
loaded question - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 6 hours ago on March 8, 2022  

By Adrian Dater5-6 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

Colorado Avalanche 

I’m just going to go right into the thoughts and observations part of this 
ditty, about whether it’s time to start worrying about the Avs more than 
you might expect, for a team that is still 40-12-5 after blowing a three-
goal lead in a 5-3 loss to the New Jersey Devils tonight. Saddle up: 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

I do think some Avs players are mentally tied up in knots right now, with 
the NHL trade deadline 13 days away. I’ve been around a lot of Avs 
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teams before, and I know how the trade deadline can be a fraught time 
mentally for players whose names are in the rumors. 

Tyson Jost, J.T. Compher, Logan O’Connor, Nicolas Aube-Kubel, maybe 
even Andre Burakovsky and Sam Girard; guys like this probably have a 
lot on their minds right now because of the deadline, wondering if they 
are still going to be a member of this hockey club in two weeks. I have 
been around players who were obsessed about the deadline, who used 
to ask ME what I was hearing, etc. etc. I haven’t been face-to-face with 
an Avs player in a locker room in nearly TWO YEARS now, because of 
Covid, etc, etc. etc.  But, in my old experience in the room, I know now 
the deadline can affect guys. And, it’s natural. Some of these guys have 
families, and love playing on a winner, etc. It’s a tense time. 

That said, I think this is a tired team mentally right now. I said this a 
couple weeks ago and still believe it: I think some boredom has crept into 
the hockey club, after getting out to a pace that had a shot at setting the 
all-time NHL record for wins in a season (that’s still possible, but not as 
likely now). 

This team, for its overall record, still has some issues in fundamental 
areas of the game. Faceoffs (31st in the league coming into tonight), PK 
(not good enough), third-and-fourth-line scoring. Add in lingering 
questions about whether the team is still big enough and tough enough, 
and you have some real issues going into the deadline. 

I liked the answer by Mikko Rantanen tonight, when asked about being 
“tired”: “That’s why you train all summer, to play back-to-backs like this” 

In other words, no excuse. Good answer. 

Rantanen also said: “Overall, a really tough game. I don’t think we got 
any momentum in the whole 60 minutes…We were awful tonight.” 

Jared Bednar was asked if Darcy Kuemper might have been a problem 
tonight. His team was outshot 43-26. “It wasn’t on him.” 

No, it wasn’t. That said, it was a very disappointing result for a guy who 
slammed his stick in anger at being pulled early in the last game. 

I do think Joe Sakic will do something big in the next two weeks. 
Anything is possible. 

Nathan MacKinnon tried to do too much by himself in the final few 
minutes. He tried to stickhandle through 50 guys, and it didn’t work. His 
turnover led to the empty-netting clinching goal for the Devils. 

Kuemper was asked if it was disappointing to lose like that tonight. 
“Yeah, it’s always disappointing,” he said. 

I’m far from panicked about anything, though. Just take a deep breath 
and keep repeating: “This team is 40-12-5, this team is 40-12-5.” 

When the games really start to matter again, I think this team is going to 
go all-out to win it. It still might not happen. Hockey is a cruel mistress. All 
the regular season is, is a path to maybe a little bit easier path in the 
playoffs. A little. Otherwise, it’s still a monster, the toughest trophy to win 
in pro sports, in my opinion. 

So, just have a beer, put on some good jazz (John Coltraine, Louis 
Armstrong, Snarky Puppy) and call it a night. Things are still good here, 
and let’s count our blessings, eh? 
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Colorado Avalanche Wrap: Burakovsky iffy for tonight, Jacob MacDonald 
playing again - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 16 hours ago on March 8, 2022  

By Adrian Dater 

3-3 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

No morning skate for the Colorado Avalanche this morning, having 
played the night before on Long Island. Avs vs. Ryan Graves and New 
Jersey Devils tonight. 

What kind of year has it been for Gravy? Not too bad. He’s got 22 points 
in 51 games, a minus-4. Not like his plus-40 days with the Avs, but he’s 
had a pretty decent year so far. I always liked him, for how he rose out of 
obscurity to become a regular NHL player, after a few years in the 
minors. That’s hard to do, but Graves just kept working. 

Andre Burakovsky will be questionable to play tonight, or so it would 
seem. He took a puck off the body last night and left the game. Jared 
Bednar said x-rays were negative. We won’t know close to game time on 
lineup stuff, with no skate. 

Darcy Kuemper will start in goal for the Avs – and on Thursday in 
Carolina. 

So, defenseman Jacob MacDonald is playing again, which is great news. 
In fact, he scored a goal the other night for the Colorado Eagles in their 
4-1 win over the San Diego Gulls. He has fully recovered from the effects 
of that scary hit he took at home against Florida, which led to him being 
wheeled off the ice on a stretcher. 

It’s nice to have him around as defensive depth insurance for the 
playoffs. Remember, he can play some forward too. 
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‘You make that team ... You’re a pretty special player’: Flyers’ Scott 
Laughton was a lacrosse star first 

 

by Giana Han 

Updated 19 minutes ago 

 

Scott Laughton’s favorite sport as a kid was not hockey. It was lacrosse. 

Once summer came and the rinks melted and drained away the ice, 
Laughton would put away his hockey stick and pick up a lacrosse one. 

Once he stepped onto the field, thoughts of hockey would fall away as he 
focused on dominating lacrosse. And dominate he did. Laughton was 
good — really good — at lacrosse. While he never reached the 
international level like his dad, Craig Laughton, did with the Canadian 
national team, Laughton represented his province with Team Ontario 
twice. 

“You make Team Ontario in our province, it’s a hotbed of lacrosse in 
Canada,” Philadelphia Wings coach Paul Day explained. “You make that 
team, top 18 at your age. It’s like being the top 18 in hockey. You’re a 
pretty special player.” 

Craig got his son into lacrosse “right away,” despite the wishes of his 
wife, who wanted Laughton to play baseball. From the time Laughton 
was four, he and his dad would grab their sticks and go play at the 
elementary school by his house. Craig coached Laughton in both hockey 
and lacrosse and played a huge part in shaping him as an athlete . 

“[He was] tough,” Laughton said. “He yelled a lot. He’s very loud. Very, 
very loud. He’d yell. He wants you to be tough and just work hard.” 
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Craig’s toughness was a byproduct of his lacrosse career, Laughton 
revealed. 

“I forget what year it was, but he was I think he had 110 penalty minutes 
in 16 games. I looked up the stats the other day and he had like 40 goals 
or something so he was a little bit tougher than me but he could put put 
up points too.” 

While Laughton says his dad was a tougher player than him, Day sees a 
lot of Craig in Laughton. Day, a Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Famer, played 
professionally against Craig. He also watched Laughton play for Team 
Ontario and now for the Flyers. According to Day, who also grew up 
playing hockey in Canada, box lacrosse players often translate into 
tougher hockey players because kids are allowed to play full contact 
lacrosse at an earlier age, and he can see that in Laughton. 

Laughton, who is in the midst of career season with the Flyers (11 goals, 
27 points), shared the lacrosse field growing up with a number of other 
future NHLers, including the Ottawa Senators’ Connor Brown and Nick 
Paul with the Mimico Mountaineers Peanut Rep lacrosse team. Six-year-
old Laughton captained the team and helped them to an undefeated 
season. 

Brown’s lacrosse career ended much earlier than Laughton’s, but he 
played hockey with Laughton for over a decade. Laughton may have 
stepped away from hockey every summer, but it “paid off” for him, Brown 
said, because the two “go hand-in-hand.” 

Like hockey, lacrosse is a physical sport. The Wings’ Kevin Crowley also 
played both hockey and lacrosse growing up in Canada but ultimately, 
pursued a lacrosse career. He pointed out that indoor lacrosse is played 
in the same arena, so players learn to work within the same space and 
how to play off the boards. Lacrosse also has power plays, and the 
offensive decision-making and vision needed at both even-strength and 
on the power play translates. Although one’s played on ice and the other 
on turf, there are a lot of similarities. 

“Being able to handle the puck — you know, [how] lacrosse goes, you 
got to have the ball on your stick and be able to hang on to it,” Crowley 
said. “So I think you develop soft hands … being able to accept a ball, 
like cushioning it back the same in hockey, right? You can’t go and attack 
the puck.” 

Lacrosse can also give players an advantage. Laughton pointed towards 
how it helped him develop better hand-eye coordination, as well as 
conditioning. Laughton also said lacrosse helped him with tipping pucks 
and playing around the net, which Day has noticed. 

“When I see guys who have played lacrosse and now are in the NHL, 
they know how to play in traffic,” Day said. “And they go to the dirtier 
[areas]. And I think he’s obviously really smart and talented, but he’s also 
not afraid to go anywhere on the ice.” 

As Laughton neared the OHL draft, he had to cut back on lacrosse to 
focus on hockey. But he misses the sport and thinks it’s something more 
young hockey players should look into. 

“Now kids are playing hockey nine months, 10 months, 11 months out of 
the year, and I think it just gets to be too much as a kid,” Laughton said. 
“I think it just helps you kind of keep your mind away from hockey as a 
kid, and you don’t get sick of it and you have a great sport to play.” 

Laughton is far from the only hockey player with this opinion. The push 
for people to use box lacrosse as a training ground for hockey is growing, 
and it’s spearheaded by the likes of Wayne Gretzky, who is a co-owner 
of the Las Vegas NLL franchise that will begin play next season.Toronto 
Maple Leafs center John Tavares, who’s uncle, also named John 
Tavares, is the all-time leading scorer in the NLL, is also a big advocate 
of the sport. 

Laughton’s Flyers teammate, Keith Yandle, played field lacrosse growing 
up and still plays at home with his two daughters. Although Yandle 
remembers getting called for cross checking a lot when he’d transition 
back to hockey because in lacrosse you are allowed to be more physical 

with your stick, he saw his hockey game improve in many ways thanks to 
lacrosse. 

When Yandle watched Laughton play, he could tell from the jump that he 
was a multi-sport athlete by the way he moves. When he found out 
Laughton played box lacrosse, it made sense to him, although he didn’t 
know just how good Laughton was until he heard Day’s explanation. 

“Really?” Yandle asked, followed by a joke. “Ok. Well. It’s a small 
country.” 
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How did the Flyers beat the Knights? Carter Hart made 47 saves. 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Mar 8, 2022 

 

Despite getting outplayed through three periods, the Flyers, carried by 
Carter Hart’s career-best 47 saves, walked away with their second win in 
a row when they beat the Vegas Golden Knights, 2-1, Tuesday night at 
the Wells Fargo Center. 

Although the Flyers’ first period play was not clean, in a rare turn of 
events, the bounces went their way. Down five shots on goal to none, the 
Flyers took the lead when Justin Braun scored on the team’s first shot on 
goal of the night. Then, after two momentum-killing power plays, Oskar 
Lindblom hit the ice at even strength and scored a wraparound goal. 

After controlling the pace of the game from the start of the second period, 
the Golden Knights got on the board during their third power play of the 
game when they used quick, efficient passing to get the puck out front, 
where Evgenii Dadonov scored. The Golden Knights built from there, 
outshooting the Flyers by 17-8 in the second and killing two penalties 
easily. 

In the final minutes of the game, the Golden Knights had a six-on-four 
after Ivan Provorov was called for delay of game and Vegas pulled its 
goalie. Hart made six straight stops before time expired. 

“It was unbelievable,” Braun said. “Any time you give up that many shots 
and Grade-A’s and you come out with a W, that’s probably on your goalie 
having a great night.” 

Hart of the penalty kill 

When the Golden Knights sneaked past the Flyers on their fourth power 
play, Hart was there to stop the rebound as it headed toward the goal 
line. Once play started again, the Flyers’ penalty kill, which was effective 
on the first two Vegas power plays before giving up a goal on the third, 
struggled to clear the puck. 

For almost two minutes, the Golden Knights passed the puck around and 
peppered the goal with shots before the Flyers finally cleared it. For 
almost a minute of it, Hart was without his stick. He made two back-to-
back saves before the puck went into the crowd, giving him a chance to 
retrieve the stick. The Golden Knights finished with three shots on goal 
during the power play. 

Hart’s excellence in those two minutes of play extended through all 60 
minutes as he kept his team in the game. By the end of the second 
period, he had already made 30 saves. 

A good thought 
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From the jump, the Flyers made smart plays on offense that set up great 
scoring opportunities. Claude Giroux passed it through traffic to a spot 
Vegas goalie Robin Lehner wouldn’t have been able to block. Travis 
Konecny gave it to Giroux on a rush for an uncontested shot. Kevin 
Hayes passed it from behind the net to the open space in front. 

But on all of them, either the execution or the communication wasn’t 
there. No one was around to pick up Giroux’s pass or Hayes’ pass, and 
Konecny’s setup for Giroux amounted to nothing. 

“[In] the second, I thought we started going east-west with the puck and 
turning it over, letting them get in our zone,” left wing Scott Laughton 
said. “We continue to do those little things of getting it behind defenders 
and making them work all night, I think we’re going to be more 
successful.” 

Offensive Braun 

When Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim went to the penalty box early, 
the other defensemen were called to step up. Braun, who has been a 
staple on the penalty-kill unit, answered the call, sacrificing his body to 
block a shot. In visible pain, he stayed on the ice until the team cleared 
the puck. And when he came back out, he took a shot from the point that 
gave the Flyers an early lead. 

It was Braun’s fifth goal of the season, which tied a career-high with 26 
games left to play. He didn’t realize that was a career-high, and said he 
hopefully will “get it done,” referring to a new career-high. “I’ve got a few 
games left.” 

Braun is more known for his defensive play, which he displayed Tuesday, 
as well. Interim coach Mike Yeo said he was a key part of the team’s win. 

“He was awesome against those guys tonight,” Yeo said. “There’s no 
way that you win when you roll out line after line with the skill that they 
have, and the way that we leave out Brauner in pretty much every 
situation except the power play right now. Which maybe we should 
consider that.” 

In a season when the team has struggled, Braun is the only defenseman 
other than Sanheim without a negative plus-minus. On a one-year 
contract, Braun is a player who could be traded, and he’s shown he still 
has a lot of value even at 35. 
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As the trade deadline inches closer, tuning out rumors ‘not an easy thing 
to do’ for Flyers 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 8, 2022 

 

With chatter surrounding the Flyers leading up to the trade deadline as 
loud as it is, interim coach Mike Yeo is well-aware that the locker room 
can’t plug their ears and completely tune out the rumors. 

The Flyers are poised to be a seller and have a handful of players on the 
trade block as the March 21 deadline looms, including captain Claude 
Giroux, who has been the face of the franchise for over a decade. Next 
month, the makeup of the team could look drastically different, and its 
most important player could be wearing a different jersey for the first time 
in his career. 

“A guy like G [Giroux], you can tell how much it’s weighing on him,” Yeo 
said. “And there’s other guys, obviously, that they’re aware of what’s 

going on. They know if their name’s in the mix or if there’s rumors or 
whatever the case is. They’re human beings. You have to remember, 
most of these guys that we’re talking about have families, have kids, 
have homes here. 

“All you can do is try to be supportive. Try to encourage them, get them 
focused on tonight’s game and not think about the big picture. But it’s not 
an easy thing to do, that’s for sure.” 

For most of the Flyers, including winger Oskar Lindblom, this isn’t their 
first experience dealing with the stress of the trade deadline. When it 
comes to Giroux and his approach to each game, Lindblom said he’s as 
level-headed as ever. 

“He’s, of course, the core of the team,” Lindblom said. “But he’s always a 
steady guy. He, even if he’s not playing well or if he’s playing great, he’s 
always at the same level. Can’t really tell if he’s really happy or really 
down for a day.” 

Yeo said that Giroux’s uncertain future weighs on the team in different 
ways. Naturally, his peers are concerned about “what they might lose” in 
Giroux as a friend and a teammate if he gets traded. On the flip side, 
Giroux’s absence would create opportunities for other players at the top 
of the lineup and on the first power-play unit. 

“I do think that players look at both sides of it, but no question, if he were 
to be moved, his presence in this locker room and with this group, that 
would be felt, because he’s a fantastic teammate, let’s just put it that 
way,” Yeo said. “He’s a fantastic teammate, fantastic person and 
obviously a great player.” 

The boy is Jack in town 

The last time Jack Eichel played at the Wells Fargo Center was on Jan. 
19, 2021. At the time, he was the captain of the Buffalo Sabres and 
Flyers defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen was his teammate. 

A lot has changed since then. Eichel is now a member of the Vegas 
Golden Knights (32-21-4), who visit the Wells Fargo Center on Tuesday 
for the first time since Oct. 21, 2019. Ristolainen was traded to the Flyers 
in the offseason. 

The Sabres sent Eichel to the Golden Knights on Nov. 4, 2021 after the 
two parties disagreed as to how Eichel should treat a neck injury that 
limited him to 21 games last season. Shortly after the trade, Eichel 
underwent artificial disk replacement surgery and made his return to 
game action on Feb. 16. 

“He looks as dangerous as ever for me,” Yeo said. “And so always a 
great challenge going up and trying to shut down a player like that of that 
ability.” 

In nine games played this season, Eichel has three goals and three 
assists. Most recently on March 6 against the Ottawa Senators, Eichel 
scored the game-winning goal with 5.2 seconds remaining in the third 
period. 

“He’s got the ability to win any match up that he’s got,” Yeo said. “Now 
you’ve got a guy who maybe was playing in a first line role sliding down 
and playing against a second or third D-pairing, and likewise with lines. 
So just makes them a much deeper, much stronger team than they 
already were.” 

Connauton returns to practice 

As Yeo said on Monday, defenseman Kevin Connauton participated in 
morning skate on Tuesday. Connauton took a hit from behind to the head 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday in the third period, went 
back to the locker room, and did not return. 

“We’ll see how he responds to the skate today,” Yeo said. “But obviously 
good news that he’s able to get out there. He felt good yesterday. So 
hopefully he’s going to be cleared to play.” 

Yeo did not provide a timeline for Connauton’s return to the lineup. He 
will not play against the Golden Knights on Tuesday. 
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Breakaways 

In celebration of International Women’s Day, the Philadelphia Flyers will 
host the Philadelphia Liberties Women’s Hockey Program at tonight’s 
game. ... Emily Esposito, a member of the Liberties’ U16 team and a 
Learn to Skate coaching assistant, will perform the ceremonial puck drop. 
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‘Unbelievable’ Hart stops 46 shots, carries Flyers to victory over Vegas 

 

Staff Report 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS  

PUBLISHED: March 9, 2022 at 3:46 a.m. | UPDATED: March 9, 2022 at 
4:34 a.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Carter Hart saved the day for the Flyers. 

Hart made a career-high 47 saves, Oskar Lindblom and Justin Braun 
scored, and the Flyers won consecutive games for the first time in more 
than a month with a 2-1 victory over the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Tuesday night. 

“It was unbelievable,” Braun said of Hart’s performance. “Anytime you 
give up that many shots and come out with a win, it’s probably because 
your goalie had an incredible night.” 

Scott Laughton added two assists for Philadelphia, which last won two in 
a row on Jan. 29 and Feb. 1. The Flyers entered in last place in the 
Eastern Conference’s Metropolitan Division and had lost 21 of 24 
contests before Saturday’s 4-3 victory over Chicago. 

“Our group’s faced a lot of adversity, but we’ve done a good job the last 
couple of weeks of sticking to the process, coming to work every day and 
just battling,” Hart said. 

Philadelphia also defeated the Golden Knights on Dec. 10 to snap a 10-
game losing streak. Hart set his previous high mark with 41 stops in that 
contest. 

Evgenii Dadonov scored for the Golden Knights, who entered in third 
place in the Pacific. Vegas was playing the first of an eight-day, five-
game road trip. The Knights generated lots of good chances among their 
shots, but Hart stood tall. 

“We didn’t give them much, but you have to score at least three goals to 
win,” Vegas coach Peter DeBoer said. “We did a lot of good things.” 

Hart’s best stops might have come in a furious sequence by the Knights 
on the power play late in the second period. He first denied Max 
Pacioretty with a lunging pad save before recovering to sprawl to the 
other side of the net to stop Jack Eichel’s one-timer with another pad 
stop. 

“He was great,” DeBoer said. 

Hart even managed several saves without his stick during a Vegas power 
play in the second. He made one final save just before the buzzer off 
Eichel’s attempt during a scramble in front, then scooped the puck with 
his glove and tossed it in the corner. 

“He was a battler tonight, he was a competitor,” Flyers interim coach 
Mike Yeo said. “The way he was tracking the puck, keeping himself in 
position, a well-deserved win for him.” 

The Flyers got both of their goals in the first period even though they 
were outplayed. Vegas controlled the opening period but couldn’t convert 
on any of its 14 shots. The Flyers, meantime, took advantage of their 
opportunities. 

Braun scored on Philadelphia’s first shot when his seemingly harmless 
wrister from long range got past Vegas goalie Robin Lehner to give the 
Flyers the lead 4:46 into the contest. 

Lindblom netted his 10th of the season on a wraparound just after a 
Flyers power play expired to make it 2-0 with 50.7 seconds left in the 
period. 

Lehner made 19 saves. Dadonov pulled Vegas within 2-1 with 13:34 left 
in the second with a beautiful, tic-tac-toe passing play with Jonathan 
Marchessault and Eichel on the power play. Dadonov finished it off with a 
one-timer from in front of the crease for his 11th of the season. The 
assist gave Marchessault a team-best 43 points. 

That’s all the Golden Knights managed to get by Hart. 

The Flyers ended a club-record eight-game homestand with a 3-5 mark. 
Yeo was happy to win consecutive games but not content with the overall 
record. 

“Not very good,” he said of the homestand. “We’re here to win games. I 
like that we finished off with a couple of wins, but we have to keep 
building.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Golden Knights: F Nolan Patrick skated by himself during the pregame 
skate. Patrick hasn’t played since taking a hard hit on Feb. 16. Patrick 
was the No. 2 overall selection in the 2017 draft by the Flyers but was 
traded this past offseason. There is no timetable for his return. 

Flyers: D Kevin Connauton was not in the lineup after getting injured on a 
hit by Chicago’s Kirby Dach in Philadelphia’s 4-3 win over the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. 
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With Hart's career high, Flyers find way to sweep Golden Knights on the 
season 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

For just the second time in the year of 2022, the Flyers have won 
consecutive games. 

They've got themselves a two-game winning streak after beating the 
Golden Knights, 2-1, Tuesday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Carter Hart was superb in net, while the Flyers (18-28-10) received goals 
from Justin Braun and Oskar Lindblom. 

Scott Laughton finished with two assists. 

The Flyers went 3-4-1 on their eight-game homestand and are 5-6-2 in 
their last 13 games. 

That's progress interim head coach Mike Yeo will absolutely take as it 
comes on the heels of the club's 13-game losing streak. 

Yeo sent a loud message to his team leading up to its 4-3 win over the 
Blackhawks last Saturday. For the most part, the Flyers have been 
consistently competitive under Yeo. He deserves credit for navigating a 
rash of injuries and still getting his team to play hard and structured. 
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The Flyers went 2-0-0 against the Golden Knights (32-22-4) in their two-
game regular-season series. 

• Hart beat the Golden Knights in Las Vegas back on Dec. 10 when he 
matched his regular-season career high with 41 saves. 

This time in Philadelphia, the 23-year-old topped it, setting a new career 
best with 47 saves. 

Evgenii Dadonov cracked him on a Golden Knights power play in the 
second period. 

But Hart kept Vegas there. 

"It was unbelievable," Braun said of Hart's performance. "Any time you 
give up that many shots and grade As and you come out with a W, that's 
probably on your goalie having a great night." 

The Flyers sealed the game on a PK in the final 1:45 minutes when Ivan 
Provorov committed a delay-of-game penalty. 

"I think we've done a really good job these last couple of weeks of just 
sticking to the process, coming to work every day and just battling," Hart 
said. "And that's all you can do — give your best, compete and work your 
nuts off." 

Golden Knights netminder Robin Lehner stopped 19 of the Flyers' 21 
shots. 

• Braun was flexing his right hand on the bench after blocking a shot 
during Vegas' first power play in the opening minutes. 

Moments later, he scored the game-opening goal from the blue line. It 
was his fifth of the season, which matches his career high. 

"He was awesome," Yeo said. "There's no way that you win when they 
roll out line after line with the skill that they have [without] the way that we 
lean on Brauner in pretty much every situation except the power play 
right now, which maybe we should consider that." 

Yeo said that with a smile. 

The 35-year-old veteran's game is not offense but he has provided some 
of it on top of steady and sound defense. Braun is one of the most likely 
trade moves for the Flyers, who are set to "aggressively retool" at the 
March 21 deadline. 

The NHL-leading Avalanche had a scout on hand Tuesday night. They 
own a blistering offense and could be eyeing defensive help at the 
deadline. Colorado assistant general manager Chris MacFarland also 
scouted the Flyers' home games Feb. 26 and March 1. 

Claude Giroux, who is the Flyers' biggest storyline at the deadline, played 
in his 996th career game Tuesday night. 

"They're aware of what's going on and they know if their name's in the 
mix or if there's rumors or whatever the case is," Yeo said Tuesday 
morning of his players. "They're human beings. You have to remember, 
most of these guys that we're talking about have families, have kids, 
have homes here. Someone like G, how long he's been here, how much 
he has invested into this organization. 

"All you can do is try to be supportive, try to encourage them, get them 
focused on tonight's game and not think about the big picture, but it's not 
an easy thing to do, that's for sure." 

• Lindblom's goal cushioned the Flyers' lead to 2-0 at first intermission. 

Since Dec. 14, the 25-year-old winger is second on the Flyers in goals 
with nine, behind only Cam Atkinson (11). 

In 30 games over that span, Lindblom has 19 points (18 at even strength) 
and a plus-10 mark. 

He has looked more and more like himself. 

• The Flyers' power play went 0 for 4 and is 8 for 75 (10.6 percent) since 
the calendar turned to 2022. 

It has looked out of sorts for a while now, from entries to in-zone 
execution. Personnel has changed a good bit because of injuries, but it's 
an area general manager Chuck Fletcher has to address in the 
offseason. 

The club's penalty kill went 4 for 5. It survived a scare during the second 
period when Hart lost his stick with the Flyers nursing their 2-1 lead. 

"He was incredible," Laughton said. "Second period on the PK there, I 
thought he was huge. No stick, I think he made two or three saves. We 
had a couple of big blocks, but he was really good for us." 

• Nick Seeler entered the lineup for Kevin Connauton, who was shaken 
up pretty badly during the third period last Saturday when he took a hit 
from Blackhawks forward Kirby Dach. 

But the depth defenseman was on the ice for optional morning skate 
Tuesday after missing practice Monday. 

"We'll see how he responds to the skate today, but obviously good news 
that he's able to get out there," Yeo said. "He felt good yesterday, so 
hopefully he's going to be cleared to play." 

• Nolan Patrick took part in Vegas' morning skate but was out with an 
upper-body injury. 

• The Flyers hit the road for the first time since mid-February as they visit 
Sunrise, Florida to face the Panthers on Thursday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Penguins' secondary scoring falters in loss to Panthers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

8-10 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

The Penguins’ top line was outstanding Tuesday in their meeting against 
the Florida Panthers. 

All three players – Jake Guentzel, Sidney Crosby and Bryan Rust – 
scored goals. 

It was a dominant showing by one of the top top lines in the NHL. 

As for the Panthers, they could only get one goal from their first line. 

And one from their third line. 

And one from their top power-play unit. 

Also, one from their top defensive pairing. 

A balanced attack by the Panthers led them to a comfortable 4-3 victory 
at PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday. As for the Penguins, they stumbled 
once again thanks in part to a dearth of scoring from any components of 
their roster that inhabit the bottom three quarters of their line 
combinations. 

“I don’t know the key there,” said Penguins fourth-liner Brock McGinn. 
“But I think we’ve got to do a better job at rolling our lines and everybody 
putting in the work and following the systems. When we do that, we can 
hem teams in the offensive zone and tie them in. That’s when we get our 
opportunities to go out there and score. We just all have to be committed 
to go out there and do it.” 

The Panthers certainly met the required commitments in the first period 
and raced out to a 2-0 lead. 
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Third-liner Sam Reinhart put his team up, 1-0, 12:43 into regulation. 
Working the puck up ice from the neutral zone, Reinhart gained the 
offensive blue line, dashed through a handful of defenders in Penguins 
jerseys and attacked the net. 

Backchecking Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen momentarily broke up 
the sequence, but as the puck hopped up in the air, Reinhart maintained 
focused and swatted a shot that glanced off the left side of goaltender 
Tristan Jarry’s mask before finding the cage. The Penguins protested, 
claiming Reinhart struck the puck with a high stick, but the score stood as 
Reinhart’s 19th goal of the season. There were no assists. 

It became a 2-0 game less than two minutes later at the 14:38 mark. 
Corralling a loose puck at the center point of the offensive zone, 
Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad snapped a wrister through traffic 
that beat Jarry’s blocker for his 15th goal. Forwards Aleksander Barkov 
and Carter Verhaeghe netted assists. 

“There’s no real excuse for it,” Crosby said of the early deficit. “We’re 
putting ourselves in a tough spot going down against a really good 
hockey team like that. There’s no great explanation. We’ve just got to be 
better, especially from the start, to give ourselves a chance. We’ve 
battled back a lot of times in the second period, have (had) good second 
periods. It’s still tough. You’re putting yourself in a tough spot having to 
do that consistently.” 

Good fortune supplied the Penguins with their first goal 3:07 into the 
second period. 

During something of a disjointed line change, defenseman Brian 
Dumoulin settled a puck at the left point of the offensive zone and slid a 
cross-ice pass to defenseman Marcus Pettersson in front of the home 
bench. From there, Pettersson fed the puck to the slot for Rust, who 
looped around to the right circle and forced a pass to the front of the 
crease for forward Zach Aston-Reese. Ekblad broke up the sequence but 
inadvertently deflected the puck into his own cage past goaltender Sergei 
Bobrovsky’s blocker. Rust was credited with his 19th goal of the season 
off assists from Pettersson and Dumoulin. 

Sound precision supplied the Penguins with their second goal nine 
seconds later. Lined up for a faceoff in the Panthers’ left circle, Crosby 
cleanly beat Barkov on the draw and moved the puck directly behind him, 
where Guentzel immediately chopped a one-timer over Bobrovsky’s right 
shoulder on the near side for his 28th goal. Crosby tallied the lone assist. 

A power-play score put the Panthers back up, 3-2, at 7:02 of the middle 
frame. From the right circle of the offensive zone, Barkov ripped a heavy 
wrister on net that Jarry booted to the opposite circle. Settling the puck, 
Panthers forward Jonathan Huberdeau smoothly distributed it to the slot 
for linemate Anthony Duclair, who ripped a wrister past the right leg of 
defenseman Kris Letang and Jarry’s right skate for his 23rd goal. Assists 
went to Huberdeau and Barkov. 

Verhaeghe’s 18th goal put his team up by two at 11:11 of the third 
period. With the Penguins being aggressive in the offensive zone late in 
hopes of generating offense, Verhaeghe emerged with the puck at his 
own blue line and generated a two-on-one rush with Barkov against 
Pettersson. As Verhaeghe gained the Penguins’ zone, Pettersson took 
away the pass and yielded a shot to Verhaeghe, who scorched Jarry’s 
blocker on the near side with a wrister. Forward Maxime Mamin had the 
only assist. 

The Penguins clawed their way back within one goal at 17:51 of the final 
period. With Jarry pulled for an extra attacker, Rust beat Panthers 
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar to puck dumped into the Panthers’ right 
corner. That allowed forward Jeff Carter, as a supporting forechecker, to 
claim possession then zip a cross-ice pass from to the left of the cage for 
Crosby, who tapped in 19th goal. Assists went to Carter and Rust. 

Any notions of a comeback never materialized out as the Penguins could 
only generate one shot for the remainder of the contest. 

Jarry’s record fell to 27-12-6 as he made 25 saves on 29 shots. 

The Panthers, leaders of the Atlantic Division, coasted to a third 
consecutive win by finding offense from several portions of their lineup. 

In contrast, the Penguins benched the equivalent of an entire line during 
the third period in a vain hope of generating goals from someone other 
than Guentzel, Crosby or Rust. Evan Rodrigues (three shifts), Kapanen 
(two shifts) and Dominik Simon (one shift) saw little ice time in the final 
20 minutes of regulation. 

“I’m trying to make decisions behind the bench here game to game that’s 
going to give our team the best chance to win,” Sullivan said. “I made 
that decision to go with the guys that we went with because we felt like 
we needed to get more throughout our lineup just as far as more threats 
from different lines. We didn’t feel like we were getting it. 

“We’ll see where it goes moving forward, but we’re trying to find 
combinations that we can put together that gives us balance, that gives 
us an opportunity to put guys in positions to be successful. Everybody 
has got to take ownership for their own game, and they’ve got to bring 
their best game forward. As a coaching staff, we’ll try to do our best to 
put these guys in positions to be successful.” 

Notes: 

• After being activated from injured reserve earlier in the afternoon, 
Penguins forward Teddy Blueger returned to the lineup. He had missed 
16 games due to a broken jaw. 

Blueger logged 13:45 of ice time on 21 shifts, including 1:41 on the 
penalty kill. He recorded two shots on three attempts and was 6 for 11 
(55%) on faceoffs. 

“His conditioning level was really high,” Sullivan said. “He’s worked really 
hard to prepare himself and I thought he played well. He understands 
that he hasn’t played in a while. He kept the game simple and that’s an 
important aspect where you’re not trying to do too much and you put 
yourself and your teammates in a tough spot because of it. He made 
good decisions with the puck. He always has good awareness 
defensively. He was pretty good in the faceoff circle, for the most part. 
For the first game back after being off for as long as he has, I thought it 
was a real solid effort.” 

• Penguins assistant coach Todd Reirden returned to the bench after 
being sidelined for nine games due to a knee injury that required surgery. 

• McGinn and Rust each appeared in their 400th career games. 

• This was the 100th all-time regular season meeting between the 
Penguins and Panthers. The Penguins are 54-35-4-7 in the series. 

• The Penguins’ scratches were forwards Kasper Bjorkqvist, Brian Boyle 
and defenseman P.O Joseph. 
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The Penguins are among the NHL's leaders in hits. But is that important? 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

4-5 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

Entering Tuesday, the Penguins were among the NHL leaders in hits with 
1,451, fifth-most in the league. 

For a squad that is often externally critiqued as not being physical 
enough, that figure would appear to dispel that label typically affixed to 
the Penguins. 
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But there is one one prominent voice that argues against any validity that 
tabulation carries. 

Mike Sullivan’s. 

“I don’t have a lot of faith in who’s tracking those numbers,” the Penguins’ 
coach said. “Hits is such a subjective number depending on what building 
you go to. Some guys think incidental contact is a body check. Other 
buildings are the opposite. It’s hard to trust that statistic because there is 
so much subjectivity associated with it. So we don’t hold a lot of credence 
in it. “ 

That’s not to say Sullivan and the Penguins don’t value hits at all. But 
they certainly don’t value the number of hits they — or any other team — 
are credited with by NHL stat crews which are manned in all 32 venues 
the league operates in. 

“We want to be a team that’s hard to play against,” Sullivan said. “Part of 
that his physical play. We want to make sure that we’re using our bodies 
to separate (opponents) from the puck to be hard to play against in the 
battle areas. It’s always an interesting conversation because sometimes 
(media) point to a team getting outhit or whatever that might be. My initial 
thought to that comment is if someone is making an awful lot of body 
checks, they probably don’t have the puck. There’s a fine line there. We 
want to be hard to play against, we want to be a team that has a physical 
element to their game. But we certainly want to be a team that has the 
puck. But I wouldn’t hold a lot of credence in that statistic.” 

Sullivan definitely doesn’t hold any credence in the longstanding 
perception that his team isn’t physical enough, regardless of any 
statistics that might support his aphorism. 

He offered a stiff rebuttal to that idea Tuesday following his team’s 
optional morning skate. 

“I’m not sure where that longstanding perception is,” Sullivan said. “This 
team has had an awful lot of success. My opinion is this team is built a 
certain way, to play the game a certain way. And they’ve embraced that 
style and they’ve had a lot of success doing that. You can define 
physicality a number of different ways. I would argue this group of 
players — especially the core players that have been here for quite some 
time now — is as tough a group as I’ve been around. … The biggest way 
we define it is being hard on pucks and making sure that we win puck 
battles and things of that nature. We’ve got some of the stiffest players in 
that regard. (Forward Sidney Crosby) personifies it, for example. 

“A willingness to play through physicality is, for me, another example of 
toughness. When you look at our defensemen, for example, that go back 
for pucks and take hits to make plays and help us get our of our end 
zone, regardless of how teams try to play against us. They go back for 
pucks undeterred with the same conviction. The physicality that teams try 
to use to play against us doesn’t change the game plan, doesn’t change 
the mindset that this group of players has. They understand they have to 
play through stuff if we’re going to have success. I’m not sure where that 
‘longstanding perception’ is but I would argue against it.” 
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Penguins to start goaltender Tristan Jarry against Panthers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

2-2 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

Goaltender Tristan Jarry is slated to be in net for the Penguins when they 
host the Florida Panthers at PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday. 

In 44 games this season, Jarry has a 27-11-6 record, a 2.30 goals 
against average, a .921 save percentage and four shutouts. 

Jarry has appeared in one game against the Panthers this season. He 
made 36 saves on 38 shots in regulation and overtime during a 3-2 home 
shootout win Nov. 11. 

Notes: 

• Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson, currently designated to injured 
reserve, participated in an optional morning skate. He wore a white 
jersey to indicate no contact. Matheson has missed the past four games 
due to an undisclosed injury. 

• In addition to Matheson, those who took part in the morning skate 
included forwards Kasper Bjorkqvist, Brian Boyle and Evgeni Malkin; 
defensemen Mark Friedman, P.O Joseph, Marcus Pettersson and Chad 
Ruhwedel; and goaltender Casey DeSmith. 

• Penguins forwards Brock McGinn and Bryan Rust are each expected to 
appear in their 400th career game. 

• The Panthers are expected to start goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky. In 39 
games this season, Bobrovsky has a 28-6-3 record, a 2.54 goals against 
average, a .917 save percentage and two shutouts. 

In two games against the Penguins this season, Bobrovsky has a 1-0-1 
record, a 2.85 goals against average and a .923 save percentage. 

• Following their 6-1 road win against the Buffalo Sabres on Monday, the 
Panthers traveled to Pittsburgh overnight and had an optional morning 
skate. 
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Penguins will be challenged to maximize points in trio of upcoming home 
games 

 

Tim Benz 

4-6 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

The Penguins just got done with a tough two-game road trip against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Carolina Hurricanes. Now they’ve got to turn 
around and host a three-game homestand which isn’t exactly going to be 
a walk in the park either. 

Taking home three of a possible four points in Tampa and Raleigh felt 
like an accomplishment, even if giving away that fourth point in overtime 
against the Canes was the result of blowing a 2-0 lead. 

Despite the quality of competition they face over their next three games, 
the Penguins (77 points) shouldn’t be happy with anything less than four 
points — maybe even five — out of a possible six as they try to track 
down the top spot in the Metropolitan Division. 

And it sure would be nice if two of those points come against the 
Hurricanes in Round 3 of their regular season series. Not only because 
Carolina currently leads the Metro with 83 points but also because the 
Canes have won both of their contests against the Pens by one goal. 

Fans don’t want to see the Penguins entering the postseason thinking 
that any specific team has some sort of a hex over them before they 
potentially start a best-of-seven series. 

So, here’s a look at who the Penguins will be facing over the next three 
outings and what exactly to expect from their opponents. 
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• Florida Panthers (Tuesday, 7 p.m.): Florida leads the Atlantic division 
with 81 points, one in front of second place Tampa Bay. The Panthers 
just pounced on the Buffalo Sabres Monday night, 6-1. That was 
Florida’s third straight win by a combined score of 15-3. 

Granted, those three games were against Ottawa, Detroit and Buffalo, 
three of the four worst teams in the Atlantic. But Andrew Brunette’s team 
did what it needed to do. 

Ex-Penguin Patric Hornqvist got one of the goals for the Cats. It was his 
12th tally of the year. 

The Panthers are tops in the NHL with 4.13 goals per game. They got 
there by firing a league-leading 36.9 shots per contest. Jonathan 
Huberdeau is third in the league in scoring at 77 points, and he’s tops in 
the NHL with 59 assists. Aleksander Barkov leads the team with 26 
goals. 

The Penguins lost a 5-4 overtime game in Florida back in October. They 
won a 3-2 shootout against them at home in November. 

• Las Vegas Golden Knights (Friday, 7 p.m.): The Golden Knights have 
steadied themselves in March. Vegas has won three of four contests this 
month after losing five of six to close out February. 

The improved play has come with the return of Robin Lehner. The goalie 
had missed five games due to injury. In his three starts since coming 
back, Lehner is 2-1 with a 2.03 goals against average and a save 
percentage of .935. 

Vegas has 68 points, good for third in the Pacific Division. The Knights 
have a good chance to scoop up four more before coming to Pittsburgh, 
as they visit Philadelphia (last in the Metro) on Tuesday and are in 
Buffalo (sixth in the Atlantic) on Thursday. 

• Carolina Hurricanes (Sunday, 1 p.m.): Carolina has won seven of nine, 
including those two victories over the Penguins. The bulk of the wins 
have been tight and low scoring. 

Five of those victories have been by one goal. Three of the games have 
gone to overtime. Five of their last six games have stayed under six total 
goals between the two teams. 

Frederik Andersen has been the goalie of record five times in those nine 
contests, winning four. Antti Raanta has three wins and one overtime 
loss. 

Ex-Penguin Jordan Staal has three goals in the two games against the 
Penguins. He and the Canes will face the Colorado Avalanche on 
Thursday and the Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday before visiting 
Pittsburgh. 
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Ron Cook: Hard to find any positives for Penguins in loss to Panthers 

 

Ron Cook 

5-6 minutes 3/9/2022 

 

Sidney Crosby tried hard to put a positive spin on the Penguins’ 4-3 
home loss Tuesday night to the Florida Panthers, maybe the best team in 
the Eastern Conference. 

“We’re right there.” 

I want to believe the captain. 

I really do. 

But it’s hard after watching what happened between the two teams on 
the PPG Paints Arena ice. 

The game was the Penguins’ third in a row against an opponent with a 
better record in the conference. They played what Mike Sullivan called 
maybe their best game of the season in a 5-1 road win against two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. They wasted a strong start 
and a 2-0 lead in a 3-2 overtime loss at Carolina. They started poorly 
against Florida and couldn’t climb all the way out of a 2-0 hole. 

The loss against Florida, which had played the night before in Buffalo, 
was as disappointing as the win against Tampa Bay was encouraging. 

It’s hard to imagine the Penguins winning a seven-game series against 
Florida. The Panthers are a much deeper team. It’s no wonder they are 
the NHL’s highest-scoring team, the only one to average more than four 
goals per game. They have six forwards with at least 18 goals and a 
defenseman with 15. Even old friend Patric Hornqvist, who looks to be 
nearing the end of the line at 35, has nine goals as a fourth-liner. 

And the Penguins? 

You’re not going to believe this stat: 

The Penguins have scored 19 goals in their past eight games, 15 coming 
from the top line of Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust, and 
Evgeni Malkin. Rust, Guentzel and Crosby had the goals Tuesday night. 

Sullivan was so frustrated by what he saw against Florida that he 
shortened his bench significantly in the third period. Underachieving, 
overpaid Kasperi Kapanen, who is making $3.2 million this season, again 
was demoted from Malkin’s line and replaced by Jeff Carter. Kapanen 
had just one even-strength shift in the period. Dominik Simon had one. 
Evan Rodrigues had two. 

“I’m trying to make decisions behind the bench game-to-game that’s 
going to give our team the best chance to win,” Sullivan said. “I made 
that decision in the third period to go with the guys I went with because 
we felt like we needed to get more throughout our lineup. More threats 
from different lines. We didn’t feel like we were getting it. 

“We’ll see where it goes moving forward. We’re trying to find 
combinations that we can put together that gives us balance and gives us 
an opportunity to put guys in position to be successful. Everybody, Kappy 
included, has to take ownership of their own game. They’ve got to bring 
their best game forward.” 

It’s understandable if the boss is losing his patience. 

Kapanen has one goal and two points in the past 17 games. Simon has 
one goal in 19 game, none in the past eight. Rodrigues has one goal in 
the past 25. 

But the list goes on and on. 

I’m not worried as much about Carter, who had an assist on Crosby’s 
goal for his first point in seven games and has just two goals in his past 
23 games. He has proved he’ll be ready at playoff time. But Brock 
McGinn has one goal in 16 games. Danton Heinen has one in 11. And 
how about poor Zach Aston-Reese? He has just one goal in 50 games 
this season. For a minute Tuesday night, he was credited with the 
Penguins’ first goal but had it taken away and given to Rust when it was 
determined that Rust’s pass deflected in off Florida defenseman Aaron 
Ekblad’s stick. 

That sums up Aston-Reese’s year better than anything I can say. 

Maybe it’s time Sullivan starts looking for solutions on the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton minor league team. Why not give Drew O’Connor a shot? 
Radim Zohorna? Valtteri Puustinen? Even Kasper Bjorkqvist, who is with 
the big club and has played in just six games, has a goal. That is about 
two months’ production for Kapanen. 
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Brian Burke told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s Mike DeFabo this week 
that the Penguins probably can’t make a big splash before the March 21 
trade deadline because of salary-cap limitations. But they are team that 
desperately needs another scorer. Someone. Anyone. 

Malkin has to be getting frustrated with his linemates. He has been 
playing terrific hockey even though he didn’t get a point for the first time 
in his 12 home games this season despite putting seven shots on Florida 
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky. But he can’t carry a second line alone. 

It’s up to Sullivan to find Malkin some help. Or Ron Hextall and Burke. 

The Penguins can’t keep going like this. 

Not if they’re going to make a serious playoff run. 
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Penguins’ roster flaws on display again as they fall to formidable Florida 
Panthers 

 

Matt Vensel 

6-7 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

Pittsburgh’s front office is well aware of the areas on the roster that would 
benefit from personnel upgrades prior to the NHL trade deadline on 
March 21. But just in case they had somehow forgotten, the Penguins in 
Tuesday’s 4-3 loss to the Florida Panthers at PPG Paints Arena provided 
them with more reminders. 

Two nagging issues were contributing factors in the loss: a lack of 
scoring from the bottom three lines and a few lost battles around Tristan 
Jarry’s crease. 

The first three Panthers goals were tied in some form or fashion to the 
Penguins’ subpar net-front defense. Two were scored from the inner slot 
and the other came when the defensemen couldn’t clear a path for Jarry 
to see a point shot. 

After the Penguins fell behind in the first period once again, top-line 
talents Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel got them right back in the game in 
the second. But more firepower was needed Tuesday to outgun the 
league’s highest-scoring squad. Coach Mike Sullivan even shortened his 
bench in the third, to no avail. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored on a 2-on-1 rush to put the game out of their 
reach. 

The Penguins have now lost two games in a row following their big win at 
Tampa Bay, perhaps their most complete performance of this season. All 
three games were measuring-stick matchups with other top Eastern 
Conference teams. 

So, Sidney Crosby, how do you think the Penguins stacked up this 
week? 

“It’s disappointing that we lost two of those three games. But at the same 
time, for good chunks of those games we did some really good things, 
too. So we’re right there,” their captain said. “We’ve just got to improve in 
a few areas.” 

The Panthers jumped out to a two-goal lead during a fast-paced first 
period. Sam Reinhart, unchecked in the slot, batted in a chest-high puck 
to make it 1-0. 

Brian Dumoulin was one of a few Penguins with a nice view of Reinhart’s 
effort. He acknowledged that net-front defense has been an issue in 
recent weeks. 

“That’s a main focus for us. It’s something we’ve got to get better at, 
especially when we’re playing against teams that like to go there,” he 
said. “We’re playing a lot of good teams. They’re good teams … because 
they go to the net hard.” 

About two minutes after Reinhart’s opening goal, Panthers blue-liner 
Aaron Ekblad fired a long shot through a screen that soared over Jarry’s 
right shoulder. 

John Marino deserves a chunk of the blame for their second goal. The 
third-year defenseman, mired in another inconsistent campaign, made a 
poor read behind his net, allowing the Panthers to maintain possession. 
Marino then hurried back out front but couldn’t bump Maxim Mamin out of 
Jarry’s line of sight. 

Sullivan grumbled about the team’s effort in front, saying it was 
“sporadic.” 

“We’ve got to defend that area with numbers. We’ve got to defend that 
area harder,” he said. “On the point shot goal, we got an opportunity to 
get into people early and deny them the ice. ... It just boils down to details 
and then a certain compete level. In the first period I didn’t think we did a 
very good job.” 

The Penguins pumped in two quick goals to tie up the score at 2-2 early 
in the second period. Rust, skating in his 400th career game, lucked into 
his 19th goal of the season when his pass attempt ramped in off of 
Ekblad’s stick. Nine seconds later, after a faceoff win by Crosby, 
Guentzel beat Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Once again, Pittsburgh’s line was doing the heavy lifting offensively. In 
the last 21 games, Guentzel, Crosby and Rust have tallied 33 of the 
team’s 68 goals. 

Anthony Duclair soon scored on a power play to put the Panthers back in 
front. The Penguins lost track of him after Jarry initially stopped 
Aleksander Barkov. 

In the third period, Verhaeghe sniped Jarry on a 2-on-1 to push the 
Panthers lead to 4-2. Crosby scored with 2:09 left in but the comeback 
bid came up short. 

“We’re putting ourselves in a tough spot, going down against a really 
good hockey team like that. There’s no great explanation. We’ve just got 
to be better,” Crosby said. “We’ve battled back a lot of times in the 
second period. It’s still tough. You’re putting yourself in a tough spot, 
having to do that consistently.” 

Sullivan, looking to spark another Penguins comeback, benched Kasperi 
Kapanen, Evan Rodrigues and Dominik Simon for the majority of the 
third period. 

“We felt like we needed to get more throughout our lineup, just as far as 
more threats from different lines,” the coach explained. “We’ll see where 
it goes moving forward. But we’re trying to find combinations that we can 
put together that gives us balance. ... Everybody, Kappy included, has 
got to take ownership.” 

Those three forwards have combined for just four goals in the last 21 
games, making the need for at least one more productive middle-six 
winger apparent. 

Penguins general manager Ron Hextall and president of hockey 
operations Brian Burke watched the loss intently. They would love to add 
to what is a top-10 team in the standings. But they have little wiggle room 
with the salary cap and a scarcity of future assets. Plus, they don’t want 
to tinker with team chemistry. 

But Tuesday’s loss shoved the Penguins’ shortcomings back into the 
spotlight. Their performance over the next 10 days could push Hextall 
and Burke to act. 
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Jaromir Jagr asks for support to benefit Ukrainian families displaced by 
Russian invasion 

 

Mike DeFabo 

6-7 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

Former Penguins star Jaromir Jagr is using his platform to help the 
people of Ukraine. 

Last week, Jagr announced that the team he owns and plays for, Kladno, 
will move its final regular-season game on Tuesday from a 5,200-seat 
arena in Chomutov, Czech Republic to an 18,000-plus-seat arena in 
Prague. Ticket revenue from the larger arena will benefit Ukrainian 
families displaced by the Russian invasion who are seeking asylum in the 
Czech Republic. 

On Tuesday morning, Jagr made another plea for help. He tweeted a QR 
code for people to buy virtual tickets to support refugees. 

“The last 10 days, the world has changed,” Jagr said in the video. 
“Thousands and thousands of people are leaving Ukraine just to survive. 
Me, as the owner of a hockey club and still an active player in the game, 
we’ve organized a hockey game in Prague for 18,000 people.” 

“But we need more help. That’s why I’m asking you.” 

The NHL was one of the entities that joined the campaign, pledging 
$68,000. The gesture was a nod to Jagr’s No. 68 which he wore 
throughout his NHL career to recognize 1968, the year Soviet tanks 
stormed into Czechoslovakia to quell the Prague Spring insurgency that 
had temporarily brought social reform. 

We salute Jaromir Jagr (@68Jagr) for his generosity and commitment to 
improve the lives of Ukrainians displaced from their homes. 

We are proud to support the cause and will be donating $68,000 to the 
fundraising effort. 

“Tonight we salute your generous heart and commitment to improve the 
lives of those displaced from their homes,” commissioner Gary Bettman 
said in a video. “The Nation Hockey League is proud to support you and 
the great Czech fans in this effort.” 

400 for Rust 

On the brink of a milestone, Bryan Rust reflected on how it all began. 

“First game was in Columbus,” Rust said. “I didn't play very much. I think 
I got a four-minute penalty. I tried to get a fight. Tried to get that five-
minute major, but couldn't quite get it.” 

Since that moment on Dec. 13, 2014, when a 22-year-old prospect made 
his NHL debut, Rust has racked up just a few more penalty minutes… 
132 to be exactly. But, as he gets set for his 400th career game, all the 
other stats are the ones that stand out. 

See, Rust began his career as a bottom-six role player who earned his 
minutes as an energy guy who wasn’t afraid to block shots or race for 
loose pucks. As his career unfolded, Rust has ascended up the depth 
chart to reach his spot on Sidney Crosby’s right wing by adding an 
offensive side to that grinder mentality. Coach Mike Sullivan has often 
noted that few players he’s coached or played alongside have evolved 
offensively in such a profound way as Rust, who has racked up 118 
goals and 137 assists in his first 399 games. 

“For me, it's been a real rewarding experience to watch Rusty grow both 
as a player as a person,” Sullivan said. “He's really turned himself into a 
really good player in this league. 

“His on-ice play speaks for itself and what he's accomplished in the time 
that he's been here... I just think he's a great person. He's a really driven 
athlete. He works extremely hard at his game. He's a great teammate off 
the ice.” 

In 35 games this season, Rust has racked up 18 goals and 25 assists. 
His 1.23 points per game rank 14th best in the league. 

“Every time you hit a milestone like this, you kind of look back,” Rust 
said. “It's gone by pretty quick. But it's been a fun ride and I'm hoping 
there's a lot more coming.” 

It remains to be seen where that next milestone will come. As Rust plays 
out the final year of a deal that carries a $3.5 million cap hit, he’s set to 
become an unrestricted free agent at season’s end. 

According to sources, the two sides have not had recent discussions 
about a possible extension. While Rust would prefer to continue playing 
in Pittsburgh, it appears the real — and possibly challenging — 
negotiations will unfold this summer. 

Teddy in the dot 

After 16 games on the shelf with a broken jaw, Teddy Blueger was 
activated from injured reserve and rejoined the lineup in his normal spot. 
His addition should help spark the penalty kill and provide stability as the 
anchor of a shut-down checking line. 

Another key area he’s been missed? The face-off circle. 

Known as a workaholic, Blueger has continually added new elements to 
his game. This season, his face-off numbers have taken a sizable jump 
forward. Through his first three years in the NHL, Blueger never won 
more than 48.7% of his draws in a season. This year, he’s at 54.8%. 

Blueger credited the work he’s done with Matt Cullen, a former Penguin 
who now works on the player development side, for diversifying his 
toolbox. 

“He's the biggest difference,” Blueger said. “He was a similar type player 
to me. We're the same size, same shot. Some of the stuff that he did with 
in the face-off circle has worked pretty well for me so far.” 

Blueger said he’s adapted his face-off approach with subtle positioning 
changes, techniques like tying players up and incorporating different 
moves for righties vs lefties. 

“Before I think I just tried to do basically the same thing every time and if 
it wasn't working, I just didn't have it,” Blueger said. “This way, I can try 
something else.” 
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Penguins' two-headed monster — Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin — 
is back and buzzing 

 

Mike DeFabo 

5-6 minutes 3/8/2022 

 

Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. 

That potent one-two punch has powered the Penguins for more than a 
decade and a half. They’ve packed PPG Paints Arena, strung together 
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the longest postseason streak in North American sports and played host 
to three Stanley Cup parades. 

But this season, with the offensive engines behind all that success 
missing, many wondered if this would be the year the 15-year playoff 
streak snapped. Of the 16 NHL.com analysts polled in the preseason, 11 
predicted the Penguins would miss the playoffs.  

The age and injury status of the stars was one of the biggest looming 
concerns.  

Crosby, 34, was coming off offseason wrist surgery that delayed his start 
to the season. Then, after appearing in just one game, he tested positive 
for COVID-19 and missed more time. It took until Nov. 14 for him to play 
in his second game of the season. By the start of December, he had 
tallied just two goals. 

The 35-year-old Malkin, meanwhile, missed the start of the season while 
recovering from significant knee surgery that included an ACL repair. He 
didn’t return to the lineup until Jan. 11 and then went through his own 
bout with COVID. Even once Malkin was back for good, one of his 
wingers (Jason Zucker) soon went down with injury and the other 
(Kasperi Kapanen) weathered inconsistencies. As a result, Malkin played 
with a rotating cast that included five different wingers. 

“It's hard when players miss training camp and they miss an extended 
part of the season,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “They're jumping 
on a moving train, so to speak, and that takes time regardless of what 
your talent level is. Geno was no different. Sid was no different in that 
regard.” 

But as the weather warms and the season really starts to heat up against 
quality opponents, look at where things stand. 

With just 25 games remaining, the Penguins boast the Eastern 
Conference’s fifth-best record, with 77 points in 57 games. They sit in 
third place in the Metropolitan Division standings and are a virtual lock to 
make the playoffs. 

To reach this point, the Penguins have counted upon role players 
stepping up and Tristan Jarry returning to form. That’s great and all. But 
now, when it matters most, the Penguins appear to have both pieces of 
their two-headed monster back – and buzzing. 

Crosby broke the seal in Las Vegas, scoring an empty-netter, on Jan. 17. 
In the 20 games since, he’s producing at an elite level. During that span, 
his 13 goals are better than all but nine players in the league and his 29 
points rank fifth-best. 

Malkin, likewise, is finally starting to show flashes of the healthy Geno. In 
his past seven games, he has tallied 10 points on five goals and five 
assists. Following a three-point outburst in Tampa on Thursday, Sullivan 
said he felt Malkin played his best game of the season and dropped a 
“beast mode” reference. 

“I just think the puck follows them around when they're at their best for 
whatever reason,” Sullivan said. “They have it an awful lot. They're 
around it an awful lot. They control territory.” 

While the Penguins found ways to survive in the absence of stars, they 
are only a real Cup contender with their two top centers clicking. 

Individually, they are elite players. But together? They present a matchup 
nightmare for opponents and a synergistic effect on the power play. It’s 
not a coincidence that since Malkin returned on Jan. 11, the Penguins 
have the NHL’s third-best power play and Malkin assisted on Crosby’s 
500th career goal on the power play. 

Beyond that, the ripple effect on their line mates has been noticeable. 

On the top line at 5-on-5 play, the Penguins have scored 50% of the 
goals (six for, six against) when Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel were on 
the ice without Crosby. With Crosby? They’ve tallied 62.5% of the goals 
(20 for and 12 against). The expected goals have also bumped up from 
53% without Crosby to 55% with him at 5-on-5. 

On Malkin’s line, the mercurial Kapanen played two of his better games 
of the season the last two, when Geno was also near the top of his 
game. 

“They elevate not only their game, but they make the players around 
them better,” Sullivan said. “I think that's the highest compliment for a 
player… I think that's what separates them from others. That's why 
they're generational talents. They have a unique ability to make all the 
players that are around them better.” 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Slow start, scoring depth woes too much for 
Penguins against Florida 

 

By Josh Yohe  

Mar 9, 2022   

 

Sometimes, the other team is just better. 

That was the story of Tuesday’s game at PPG Paints Arena. 

The high-flying Florida Panthers were bigger and faster, and they 
executed their game plan better than the Penguins in a 4-3 decision 
between Eastern Conference heavyweights. 

To the Penguins’ credit, they never went away and the game was played 
on even terms in the final 40 minutes. However, a dominant opening 
period from the Panthers was ultimately a bit too much for the Penguins 
to overcome. 

Aaron Ekblad, Anthony DuClair, Sam Reinhart and Carter Verhaeghe 
scored for the Panthers. 

Bryan Rust, Jake Guentzel and Sidney Crosby scored for the Penguins. 

“It takes collective effort to win in this league,” Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan said. 

The Panthers overwhelmed the Penguins in the opening 20 minutes and 
took a 2-0 lead on goals by Reinhart and Ekblad. 

Rust and Guentzel then scored within nine seconds of each other to even 
the game, but the Panthers got the better of the play throughout the rest 
of the evening to emerge with the win. 

Sullivan was fairly pleased with the Penguins’ performance in the final 
two periods but was fairly disgusted with what he saw in the opening 20 
minutes. Florida had its way with the Penguins in front of goalie Tristan 
Jarry in the first two periods. 

“I didn’t like our effort at all in the first period,” Sullivan said. 

In front of the Penguins’ net, he especially didn’t like it. 

“It was sporadic,” Sullivan said. “I didn’t like it at all in the first period. 
Both goals that they scored, for example, we have to defend that area, 
and we have to defend it harder. It just boils down to details and a certain 
compete level. Certainly, in the first period, we didn’t do a very good job. 
We responded after that.” 

The Penguins play another heavyweight team Friday when the Golden 
Knights come to Pittsburgh. 

Ten postgame observations 

• Florida is very, very impressive. 
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We’ll get to the Penguins in a moment. They did some good things and 
some bad things Tuesday. But the Panthers were the story. They’re so 
big, so fast and so deep. They just come at you in waves all game, and 
what impressed me most was how disciplined they are. They don’t give 
you much in the way of odd-man rushes. They’re something of a 
machine. 

With the Panthers, the elephant in the room is always going to be Sergei 
Bobrovsky. Yes, he’s supremely gifted. And yes, his regular season has 
been outstanding. His history of postseason failures, however, can’t be 
ignored. 

That said, if Bobrovsky can produce a quality postseason, there’s no 
reason the Panthers can’t win the Stanley Cup. Top to bottom, Colorado 
is probably the only other team with a more talented roster. The 
Panthers, incidentally, are probably more physical than the Avalanche, 
and that counts for something. Florida showcases the NHL’s finest blend 
of size and skill. Its forwards are a handful to deal with. 

The Eastern Conference playoffs are going to be a bear for all teams 
involved. There’s no easy out, no team you’d want to play in the first 
round. Anyone can beat anyone in the East. But I wouldn’t want to play 
Florida. 

• The depth scoring issues for the Penguins came to a head Tuesday. 

Crosby, Guentzel and Rust scored. Those three players comprise the top 
line. Evgeni Malkin, who has been good in recent games, led all players 
with seven shots. 

The other eight forwards combined for zero goals and seven shots on 
net. Evan Rodrigues, Zach Aston-Reese and Kasperi Kapanen failed to 
put a shot on goal. 

A lack of secondary scoring has become the Penguins’ biggest problem. 
Consider the brutal numbers (brace yourselves): 

• Rodrigues has one goal in his past 25 games. 

• Kapanen has one goal in his past 24 games. 

• Danton Heinen has three goals in his past 22 games. 

• Brock McGinn has two goals in his past 23 games. 

• Dominik Simon has three goals in 52 games this season. 

• Zach Aston-Reese has one goal in 50 games this season. 

Those six players combined for four shots on net. This is a huge 
problem. If it continues, it won’t be a long postseason in Pittsburgh. I 
don’t care how great Crosby’s line is (and it is). I don’t care how 
wonderful Malkin’s form is (we’ve seen far more good than bad from him 
lately). If you don’t have depth scoring, you don’t win in the playoffs. 
Bottom line. 

It’s more than a trend at this point. General manager Ron Hextall needs 
to bring in at least one winger who can score, Jason Zucker needs to 
make an impact when he returns to the lineup, and a couple of the 
players listed above need to start scoring. 

• It’s time to bench Kapanen, and I don’t mind an in-game benching. Oh, 
that happened again Tuesday. For the fifth time since Malkin’s return in 
January, Kapanen was demoted off Malkin’s line. 

Five times. Five. This tells you two things: The coaches want Kapanen to 
be the guy on Malkin’s right wing, and, through two months of them 
playing together this season, Kapanen isn’t the guy. He just isn’t. 

It’s time for Kapanen to be a healthy scratch. He’s providing no offense, 
he was visibly frustrating teammates and his defensive error led to 
Florida’s goal. If Kapanen clears the puck, Reinhart doesn’t get the 
opportunity to knock the puck out of midair and past Jarry. 

Enough is enough. Whatever the Penguins are trying to accomplish with 
Kapanen isn’t working. Try Rodrigues on Malkin’s line for a few games. 
Yes, Rodrigues’ slump is equally as bad as Kapanen’s, and, yes, 

Kapanen possesses more natural talent. But at least Rodrigues is still 
playing a competent brand of hockey, which is more than I can say for 
Kapanen. 

Put Rodrigues on Malkin’s line. Insert Drew O’Connor into the lineup and 
put him on the third line with Jeff Carter. Let’s see what’s there. 

Of course, I’m not the coach. Sullivan is. Here’s what he had to say when 
asked what he can do with Kapanen: 

“I don’t know if I have an answer for you. I’m trying to make decisions 
beyond the bench, game to game, to give our team the best chance to 
win. I made the decision in the third period to go with the guys I went with 
because I felt like we needed more threats from different lines. We didn’t 
feel like we were getting it. That’s why we chose to make the changes 
that we made in the third period. We’ll see where it goes moving forward. 
We’re trying to find combinations that give us balance and to put guys in 
position to be successful. Everybody, Kappy included, has to take 
ownership for their own game.” 

• Teddy Blueger made his return to the lineup after missing the past 
several weeks with a broken jaw, and he played well. Not surprisingly, 
the Blueger line, with Aston-Reese and McGinn, had a pretty good night. 
The line didn’t score, but it did contribute some positive things for the 
Penguins. 

Brian Boyle did a fine job replacing Blueger and is a good player to have 
around. But the Penguins look a little different with Blueger because of 
his foot speed. It’s one of the better fourth lines in hockey, and it’s clear 
Sullivan will leave these guys together, as he should. 

Blueger is never going to be a star, but he can be a real difference-maker 
for the Penguins down the stretch. 

• Verhaeghe’s fourth goal came when Kris Letang pinched deep in 
Florida territory with under nine minutes remaining in regulation. It’s so 
easy to blame Letang for this goal because he was trapped, but that’s not 
fair. The Penguins were down a goal, and being aggressive was the right 
decision. 

The Penguins forwards don’t always do a particularly good job of 
covering for pinching defensemen. They’ve been better in that regard this 
season than in some previous campaigns, but on this particular play, 
Guentzel needs to do a better job of getting on “the right side of the 
puck,” as Sullivan likes to say. 

That said, Letang had a poor outing. He just had one of those nights 
when everything he did was the wrong decision, notably when he forced 
Malkin offside on a third-period power play when he attempted to 
crisscross with him at the blue line. It just wasn’t the smart play. Letang 
was a bit off all night, and against a team as good as Florida, that simply 
can’t happen. 

• It was a privilege watching Crosby and Barkov go head to head all 
night. I mentioned to Crosby after the game that he’s played against 
many of the great defensive centers of all time, including Patrice 
Bergeron. 

The Penguins captain made it very clear he puts Barkov in that category, 
and it’s difficult to deny. Crosby and Barkov played head to head much of 
the night. Barkov set up two goals. Crosby finished with a goal and an 
assist. 

Barkov should probably be receiving more MVP buzz, but playing in 
Florida will hurt his cause. He’s that good. What a special player. 

Crosby, meanwhile, continues to play at a special level. He’s produced 
54 points in his past 39 games. That’s MVP stuff, too. 

• I’ve always been astounded by the Penguins’ quick strike ability. It’s 
been a team characteristic for as long as I can remember. I recall, as a 
child, listening to Mike Lange saying, “If the Penguins can just get one 
goal here, you know they’ll get another quickly.” 
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It’s a franchise long rooted in offensive talent, so it makes sense. 
Guentzel’s goal came nine seconds after Rust scored on a lucky bounce. 
It’s just a very Penguins thing to score in bunches. 

• Everything about Guentzel’s goal was pretty. Crosby didn’t just win the 
faceoff from Barkov; he won it cleanly, which was a paramount factor. 
The alignment the Penguins used was intelligent, and Guentzel’s goal 
was a thing of beauty. 

The Penguins’ top line was excellent. Just outstanding. The fourth line 
was good, too. The second and third lines are what will keep Hextall up 
at night. 

• Jarry was OK, but I didn’t particularly like the fourth goal. Sure, it’s a 
two-on-one against a good goal scorer, which isn’t an ideal spot for a 
goalie. And Verhaeghe fired a good shot to the glove side. 

Still, Jarry was pretty square to Verhaeghe, who didn’t show much 
intention of making the pass. 

It’s a tough save but one that needed to be made in that situation. 

• Should the Penguins and Panthers meet in the playoffs, it would likely 
take place in the Eastern Conference finals. It probably wouldn’t be a 
great matchup for the Penguins. 

The Panthers play with an edge, and I suspect their size and physicality 
would pose serious problems for the Penguins. Barkov is playing at such 
a rare level that he would possibly play Crosby on even terms. If that 
were to happen, the remainder of the Panthers lineup is probably a bit 
better than that of the Penguins. Not a lot better. The Penguins are good. 
But Florida probably isn’t a team they would enjoy playing. I believe, for 
completely different reasons, Florida and Carolina would present the 
worst matchups for the Penguins in a playoff series. 
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What we’re hearing about the Penguins as the NHL trade deadline nears 

 

By Josh Yohe  

Mar 8, 2022  

  

As the NHL trade deadline comes into focus, the Penguins are very 
clearly buyers. 

That much isn’t up for debate. 

They are having one of the great regular seasons in franchise history and 
are eager to contend for yet another championship. In the meat-grinder 
Eastern Conference, the Penguins are aware that making an addition or 
two figures to augment their chances of making a legitimate Stanley Cup 
run for the first time since 2017. 

So, what are they planning? 

Here’s everything I’ve heard in recent weeks. 

Winger needed 

While general manager Ron Hextall is open to multiple avenues, his 
preference is to add a winger who can score, according to many sources. 
And really, this makes a lot of sense. 

Down the middle, the Penguins are set, and they know it. Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin, Jeff Carter and Teddy Blueger give the Penguins 
probably the best group of centers in hockey. Should an injury occur, 
Evan Rodrigues, a natural center, is a capable replacement. 

Their situation at left and right wing in the middle six, however, is a 
potential problem. 

Here’s a good way to look at the Penguins’ predicament as the deadline 
looms: 

Jake Guentzel – Crosby – Bryan Rust 

? – Malkin – ? 

? – Carter – ? 

Zach Aston-Reese – Blueger – Brock McGinn 

The Penguins love their first and fourth lines. They love their players 
down the middle. But who will flank Malkin and Carter? Here are the 
current options: 

Rodrigues, who has one goal in his past 24 games 

Kasperi Kapanen, who has one goal in his past 23 games 

Danton Heinen, who has three goals in his past 21 games 

Jason Zucker, who hasn’t played since January and who has three goals 
in his previous 25 games 

Dominik Simon, who has three goals in 51 games this season 

The Penguins’ inability to produce offense from wingers not named 
Guentzel or Rust is becoming a huge problem. Even though the 
Penguins love their fourth line when healthy — Blueger could return to 
the lineup Tuesday against Florida, in fact — those wingers aren’t 
immune to scoring problems, either. 

McGinn has two goals in his past 22 games 

Aston-Reese has one goal in 49 games this season 

Should the Penguins ever get healthy, Simon and Brian Boyle would 
likely be the odd men out of the forward rotation. Here’s how the optimal 
Penguins lineup would look as the team is currently constructed: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rust 

Zucker-Malkin-Kapanen 

Heinen-Carter-Rodrigues 

Aston-Reese-Blueger-McGinn 

Bluntly, the Penguins don’t have much faith in Kapanen. Even in his most 
recent game, against Carolina, when Kapanen did some good things, he 
was at least partially responsible for both of Jordan Staal’s goals. His 
defense is a problem and can’t be ignored when he isn’t scoring. He 
hasn’t scored much all season. Malkin’s return from knee surgery two 
months ago was supposed to jump-start Kapanen, as the two showcased 
considerable chemistry last season. 

In those past two months, Kapanen has scored one goal. 

Numerous sources have said the Penguins are willing to move Kapanen. 
Although the Penguins would be willing to move him for a player in 
return, the reward for moving Kapanen’s contract would be cap space. 
The Penguins would be willing to move Kapanen for a draft pick or for a 
prospect, and then, in turn, use the $3.5 million created to acquire a 
player in a subsequent move. Kapanen has talent and he’s 25, but how 
much value does he have? That’s the question. 

The coaching staff is pleased with Rodrigues’ game even though he isn’t 
scoring. He’s still viewed as a valuable commodity. Many in the 
organization have grown frustrated with Kapanen and, ideally, the 
Penguins would love to add a right wing. 

Some names, but at what cost? 

Rickard Rakell’s name is out there, and the Penguins like him. He’s a 
right wing who could slot beside Malkin or Carter. Rakell can play the 
right or left side, which would provide some additional roster flexibility. He 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2022 

 

has 16 goals in 48 games for the Ducks this season and, at only 28, has 
two 30-plus goal seasons on his NHL resume. 

Rakell would look awfully nice on Malkin’s wing, and the Penguins know 
it. 

Here’s the problem for the Penguins, and it’s a big one: Other teams 
want Rakell, too. As The Athletic’s Arthur Staple recently reported, the 
Rangers are believed to be interested in Rakell’s services, which makes 
things juicy, since a Penguins-Rangers first-round series looks very 
likely. Other teams have more to offer than the Penguins. 

J.T. Miller has been linked to the Penguins for many reasons: He’s really 
good, he’s available, he’s from the Pittsburgh area and no one is more 
familiar with Penguins assets than Jim Rutherford and Patrik Allvin. 

However, I’ve not spoken with anyone who seems to think Miller coming 
to Pittsburgh is all that reasonable. There will be a bidding war for him, 
and the Penguins are not likely to win it. Sure, they’d love to have him. 
Who wouldn’t? That’s the problem. 

A more reasonable option might be Seattle winger Calle Jarnkrok. He 
has scored between 10 and 16 goals in seven straight seasons and 
played for the Predators against the Penguins in the 2017 Stanley Cup 
Final. He’s not an ideal fit beside Malkin, but he’s a legitimate middle-six 
player whom the Penguins like. The asking price for him wouldn’t be 
nearly as big as for Miller or Rakell. 

So, who could be dealt in return? 

Samuel Poulin, Nathan Legare and Pierre-Olivier Joseph are the 
Penguins’ three best prospects. Poulin has seven goals in 49 AHL 
games this season. Legare has seven goals in 46 AHL games. 

They aren’t great prospects. They aren’t blue-chip guys. Sure, they were 
drafted in the first and third rounds, respectively, but nothing about them 
suggests they’re going to be impactful NHL players. 

Joseph, a defenseman, might have a higher ceiling, but the Penguins 
aren’t thrilled with his work this season, either. Other NHL teams aren’t 
coveting these three, which means the Penguins might have to include 
an NHL player in a deal if they wish to receive a middle-six winger. 

Or, they have one other option. 

Trade the first-round pick? 

This is going to be a story as we get closer to deadline day. Hextall 
doesn’t want to trade this pick. He’s on record saying this numerous 
times. When he became the Penguins general manager, Hextall was 
given two tasks: Rebuild the prospect pool while maintaining the 
Penguins’ status as Stanley Cup contender. 

Talk about a contradiction. 

It’s understandable that Hextall doesn’t want to trade the pick, as the 
Penguins have been allergic to first-round picks over the years. Of 
course, trading such picks typically results in landing impactful players. 
The Penguins figure to be nearing the end of their Cup contender 
window, which should, in theory, intensify their desire to surround Crosby 
and Malkin with a proper supporting cast. 

Given that the Penguins’ prospect pool is so barren, Hextall may be 
forced to trade this pick to land a player who could make a significant 
difference in the ferocious Eastern Conference playoffs. 

He doesn’t want to. Many in the organization want him to trade the pick if 
it could make a real difference. Will he budge? 

Numerous league sources have indicated that the Ducks expect a first-
round pick in return for Rakell. 

Trending upward  

The Penguins weren’t happy with Casey DeSmith earlier this season, but 
his recent play has squashed many of those doubts. While Hextall isn’t 
against upgrading his team at any position, there doesn’t seem to be 

considerable concern with the goaltending depth at this point. The 
Penguins are content with a trio of Tristan Jarry, DeSmith and Louis 
Domingue. 

They’re also pretty content with their blue line. Chad Ruhwedel has held 
his own as the team’s No. 6 defenseman this season, and Mark 
Friedman has impressed as the No. 7 man. The Penguins seeing 
Friedman as capable of playing the right and left side is a big deal. 

Joseph and Juuso Riikola provide some pretty substantial organizational 
depth. The Penguins aren’t against the idea of adding a defenseman, 
particularly if they could find one with some size. They’d like to, in fact. 
Their front office has long been concerned about the lack of physicality 
on the blue line. It’s not an urgent concern, however. 

The Penguins are most likely to add a forward. Finding the cap space — 
and a willingness to part with certain assets — will determine if it’ll 
happen. 
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PHN Penguins Postgame: Didn’t Protect Net, Kapanen Dropped in 4-3 
Loss 

 

Published 5 hours ago on March 8, 2022 

By PHN Staff  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins lost two of three to the best teams in the 
Eastern Conference. After an effervescent win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, the Penguins were beset by mistakes, a lack of scoring by the 
middle lines, and easy access to their net. On Tuesday night, the Florida 
Panthers beat the Penguins 4-3 at PPG Paints Arena. 

It was the Penguins’ seventh home loss (2-4-3) in their last nine games. 

“I didn’t like our first period at all,” head coach Mike Sullivan said. 

Get the Pittsburgh Penguins postgame wrap here. 

The Penguins trailed 2-0 after the first period. Both goals resulted from (a 
lack of) net-front defense as Sam Reinhart scored against three 
Penguins defenders and Aaron Ekblad scored through a maze of 
Panthers’ traffic in front of goalie Tristan Jarry. 

“It’s a point of emphasis. I mean, that’s how you win against good teams 
is when the net-front battles. I mean, they scored two. Obviously there, I 
think we could clear the puck a little bit better and also box guys out 
early,” defenseman Brian Dumoulin said. 

However, the Penguins’ top line again provided the offense. Sidney 
Crosby and Bryan Rust had a goal and an assist. Jake Guentzel also 
scored. All three goals by the Penguins top-liners. 

Winger Kasperi Kapanen began the game on the second line with Evgeni 
Malkin, but did not finish there. He was dropped down in the lineup and 
played just 12 minutes. He didn’t have a shot on goal. 

The Penguins are solidly in third place but missed a chance to claim 
second place in the Metro Division. Get the full game breakdown from 
PHN editor-in-chief Dan Kingerski from PPG Paints Arena. 
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Penguins Short Against Florida, Mistakes Doom Pens, 4-3 

 

Published 8 hours ago on March 8, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins (34-15-9) were again generous with odd-man 
rushes. In a relatively even game, the Penguins couldn’t match the 
chances they gave to the Florida Panthers (39-13-5). A couple of bad 
pinches and missed assignments became Florida goals while the 
Penguins offense was concentrated in nine seconds in the second 
period. 

The Penguins made it interesting in the final minutes. Head coach Mike 
Sullivan pulled starting goalie Tristan Jarry for the extra attacker with 
over two minutes remaining. Jeff Carter whipped a pass through the 
crease to Sidney Crosby (19) to pull the Penguins within one, 4-3. 

Fans who remained for the final minutes were treated to a furious push, 
but it wasn’t enough. 

On Tuesday night, the Atlantic Division-leading Florida beat the 
Penguins, 4-2, at PPG Paints Arena. The Penguins lost two of three in 
their beasts-of-the-East gauntlet, which began with a win over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning last Thursday and continued in Carolina on Friday. 

The Penguins remain in third place in the Metro Division, a comfortable 
eight points ahead of the Washington Capitals. 

Florida raced to a 2-0 lead in the first period, though it could have been a 
bit worse as Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry turned away of pair of 
breakaways and a shorthanded break. Jarry stopped Sam Reinhart on 
two chances, but Reinhart converted an ugly swat. 

Midway through the first period, Reinhart charged one on three to the 
net. However, Penguins winger Kasperi Kapanen flew past Reinhart 
without hitting the puck carrier or getting a piece of the puck. Reinhart 
(19) batted his own rebound out of the air–stick just beneath the 
crossbar. 

Two minutes later, Florida created a traffic jam in front of the Penguins 
net worse than the Squirrel Hill tunnels on a Friday afternoon. Jarry didn’t 
see Aaron Ekblad’s (15) shot. 

The Penguins didn’t waste much time in the second period. They needed 
just nine seconds to erase the two-goal deficit. 

Scorers initially credited Zach Aston-Reese with the first Penguins goal. 
He was near the crease, creating havoc. However, Bryan Rust (19) 
eventually got credit because a defenseman deflected his pass towards 
Aston-Reese into the net. 

Then, nine seconds later, Sidney Crosby won an offensive zone faceoff 
directly to Jake Guentzel (28), who immediately zipped the clapper past 
Florida goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. 

The Penguins’ good fortune didn’t last long. After a soft interference call 
on Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson, Florida lit the lamp for the 
go-ahead goal. Less than four minutes after the Penguins tied the game, 
Anthony Duclair (10) scored a power-play goal with a wrister from the 
slot. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored the game-winner after Kris Letang was caught 
on a pinch, and Jake Guentzel couldn’t keep the puck in the offensive 
zone. Verhaeghe finished the two-on-one for the GWG. 

The Penguins had seven of the nine scoring chances in the second 
period and took 22 of the 29 shot attempts, yet each team had just one 
high-danger chance, according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Jarry stopped 26 of 29 before being pulled for the extra attacker. 
Bobrovsky nailed down 32 of 35. 
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NHL Trade Rumors: Penguins Broached the Idea of Boeser, but No 
Serious Talks 

 

Published 11 hours ago on March 8, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The economics and fit are challenging, but the prospect of adding a 50-
point forward in his mid-20s was also enough to merit discussion. 
According to a source with direct knowledge, the Pittsburgh Penguins did 
indeed broach the idea of acquiring Vancouver Canucks forward Brock 
Boeser before the March 21 NHL trade deadline. 

But the idea stage and a light inquiry are where it apparently stopped for 
the time, too. To date, there have not been serious or intense talks, nor is 
anything expected before the deadline. 

Of course, in this world, everything comes with a caveat. Things can 
change in one phone call, especially when Jim Rutherford is involved. 

After this season, Boeser, 25, is an RFA and is one of the handful of 
Vancouver Canucks whose future is in flux with new GM Patrik Allvin and 
Rutherford, the President of Hockey Operations. The new Canucks 
management is currently gauging the interest and values of several 
players, but J.T. Miller is essentially off the market. 

Boeser carries a $5.8 million AAV, but a new team would have to offer 
him well above that price range to maintain his rights beyond this season 
or get the player to agree to a longer deal at a lower AAV. Vancouver or 
an acquiring team must offer Boeser $7.5 million to keep his rights 
because that is Boeser’s most recent salary. 

Perhaps that was a slick move by Boeser’s agent (Ben Hankinson) to get 
Boeser into UFA free agency faster, but it does complicate any trade 
talks. 

The first  Pittsburgh Penguins don’t have the salary-cap space to take on 
such a player without sending out similar or more salary. Penguins 
winger Kasperi Kapanen has been prominently mentioned in NHL trade 
rumors and speculation. However, the source dismissed the talk. 

“There were talks, just like every GM talks to every team,” the source 
said. 

Boeser has 33 points (16-17-33) in 51 games and is a minus-8, which 
are acceptable numbers (except the minus-8), but not quite worth $7.5 
million per year. 

For now, look for much less expensive Pittsburgh Penguins trade targets. 
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Trilogy Continues, Penguins Game 58: Lines, Notes & What to Watch vs. 
Florida Panthers 
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Published 13 hours ago on March 8, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins (34-14-9) continue their trilogy against the best 
in Eastern Conference and probably the best in the NHL. And like the 
good George Lucas trilogy, the first episode was outstanding. The 
Penguins wowed everyone with a resounding win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning but then suffered their comeuppance the following night against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Will it be the return of Crosby or the rise of the Florida Panthers (38-13-
5)? The puck drops at PPG Paints Arena at 7 p.m. 

Penguins fans may be rooting for a Lucas-style trilogy instead of a sloppy 
Disney version that satisfied no one. Florida is part of the three-way 
battle atop the Atlantic Division with Tampa Bay and Toronto and one of 
the best teams in the NHL–if not the best. 

The Penguins will likely have Teddy Blueger back in their lineup, 
anchoring the fourth line between Zach Aston-Reese and Dominik 
Simon, with Brian Boyle watching from the press box. He was activated 
Tuesday afternoon and those were the Penguins lines on Monday at the 
practice. 

Florida GM Blll Zito has had the midas touch. Former Buffalo Sabres 
forward Sam Reinhart has become a point-per-game player in Florida, 
and former Calgary Flames forward Sam Bennett has become a 
prominent scorer and impact player. 

And goalie Sergei Bobrovsky has found his Vezina Trophy form. 
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Who are the Blake Colemans and Barclay Goodrows of the 2022 NHL 
trade deadline? 

 

Shayna Goldman 

13-16 minutes 08/03/2022 

 

After the Lightning won back-to-back championships, the rest of the 
league took notice of two deadline additions that came just before that 
first Stanley Cup win.  

At the 2020 deadline, the Lightning made two key moves at the NHL 
level. First, it was acquiring Blake Coleman (and his $1.8 million cap hit) 
for the next two playoff runs from the New Jersey Devils in exchange for 
a 2020 first-rounder and Nolan Foote. Then, it was adding another 
forward with the same term in Barclay Goodrow (and his $925,000 cap 
hit) and a 2020 third-rounder for a 2020 first-round pick and Anthony 
Greco. 

Once those contracts expired this past summer, opposing general 
managers jumped at the chance to add them given the impact of the 
Coleman-Yanni Gourde-Goodrow line in the regular season and playoffs.  

While there’s value to adding the players who have two Stanley Cup 
rings to boast for their efforts, it obviously comes at a higher price tag. 
Goodrow ($3.6 million AAV) and Coleman ($4.9 million AAV) were both 
signed to six-year contracts this past summer. 

That’s why the more cost-effective method is trying to follow the blueprint 
by finding the “next” Coleman or Goodrow, instead of trying to replicate 
that exact third line two years later in those players’ careers.  

The blueprint of that line is something a player who was a part of that 
successful trio defined, while also highlighting their work ethic, to The 
Athletic’s Joe Smith earlier this season.  

“We’re all very similar — really proud and responsible defensively,” 
Coleman said. “I think we hated being scored on as much as we enjoyed 
scoring, so we never spent any time in our own zone. We were 
constantly in the other team’s zone and we were playing against the 
other team players typically. Any time you’re keeping the other team’s top 
players in their end the whole game, you’re going to give your team a 
good chance to win. Obviously, we had a lot of firepower that could score 
on our team and we were definitely able to contribute some big goals, 
some timely goals. 

So, the next “Coleman and Goodrow” type players for contenders to seek 
should: 

Be responsible defensively  

Contribute offensively 

Drive play up the ice 

Be trusted against top competition. 

That last point is less about what a player is doing now — since roles 
may vary based on the makeup of their current rosters on a non-playoff 
team versus a contender — and is more a guideline of what 
management believes this incoming player can do in their new situation.  

Bonus points to the players who fit in all situations like Coleman, or least, 
like Goodrow, can contribute to one special teams area.  

While it would help if a team could get two playoff runs under that 
player’s current contract, that’s too restrictive here — plus, not every 
team has the cap space for that potential addition (just look at the 
Minnesota Wild and their impending crunch).  

So, with that outline in mind, let’s dive into the candidates.  

Colin Blackwell 

The Kraken are selling which may make pending UFA Blackwell 
available at the deadline. With a $725,000 cap hit, most contenders could 
fit him in without having to spend for salary retention. Given his 13 points 
in 34 games, the price to acquire him probably won’t be too high, unlike 
Coleman and Goodrow’s cost.  

Blackwell had strong underlying numbers in a limited role in Nashville, 
then became a key utility forward in New York where he primarily skated 
on the second line alongside Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome, ahead of 
playing in Seattle. A more fitting role for him on a contender is probably 
on a team’s third line where ideally he can maintain the stellar defensive 
influence he has this year. The weak spot for him this year is his 
offensive generation — but that may be what makes him closer to the 
Goodrow comparable than Coleman if that holds up on a new squad.  

What adds to his value is potential usage. The forward’s impact in his 
own zone helps support the idea that he could go against top 
competition. Plus, he can play center or wing, kill penalties, and if 
necessary, step up on a second power-play unit.  

Vladislav Namestnikov 

Like Blackwell, the Red Wings’ forward is also a pending UFA. That’s 
why it can make sense for Detroit to move him at the deadline despite 
Namestnikov being a fan favorite. His cap hit is a bit higher at $2 million 
which isn’t a back-breaker for most. But seeing as the ask likely won’t be 
too high, it shouldn’t cost a team too much to ask for some salary 
retention, either.  

Namestnikov’s a facilitator on whatever line he’s been a part of; he’s a 
smart player who coaches generally trust in key situations like tie games 
and when trying to maintain the lead. He’s not flashy by any means but 
can help put the work in to make a play click whether it’s separating 
opponents from the puck or helping chip it up the ice to spark a 
sequence. Plus, he has a great defensive impact despite going up 
against some of the toughest forward competition of the Red Wings’ 
forwards. That defensive impact stems from his five-on-five play, seeing 
as he hasn’t killed penalties that much these last couple of seasons — 
however, he has in the past and probably could if asked.  
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On the other end of the ice, his offensive influence isn’t overwhelming — 
though his surroundings likely have something to do with that — but he’s 
putting up some numbers with 13 goals and 23 points in 54 games, 
between five-on-five play and the power play. As his time with both the 
Lightning and Red Wings show, the utility forward can move right up in 
the lineup alongside the team’s best in an effort for more lineup balance 
or if injuries come up.  

Adam Erne 

If not Namestnikov, another consideration from Detroit could be Erne. 
Like his teammate and frequent linemate, he isn’t some spectacular 
offensive player and doesn’t have the puck luck he did last year — 
though he can help turn plays around by recovering opponents’ dump-ins 
and forechecking. But he has the makings to be a low-risk, inexpensive 
comparable to a Goodrow-like player between his defensive efforts and 
physical play to bring some “jam” to a playoff team. And he’s not a rental 
for a team looking for more than just a playoff run. He comes in with a 
$2.1 million cap hit for another full season. 

Tyler Motte 

The forward was listed as one of the more likely players to be dealt at the 
deadline because he’s a pending UFA. At a $1.2 million cap hit, the 
Canucks shouldn’t have much trouble moving the soon-to-be 27-year-old 
to a team looking to bolster their depth.  

Along with having a positive defensive impact, Motte’s speedy skating 
and disruptive play can help drive play out of his own zone. He helps 
retrieve the puck in sequences that lead to zone exits. The winger also 
helps get the puck into the offensive end, just not always with control. At 
five-on-five, he’s third on the team in shot volume, but where he really 
rates highly relative to his teammates are setups for scoring chances.  

Already, he’s accustomed to playing when the stakes rise in a game, 
both when the score is tied in Vancouver, or even more so when they’re 
trying to hold a lead. And what makes the physical, speedy skater 
effective at five-on-five translates to the penalty kill as well. So for teams 
looking for someone to create some chaos while short-handed, 
something both Goodrow and Coleman did for the Lightning, Motte’s an 
even more valuable option.  

Andrew Copp 

As The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn wrote in his analysis of the trade 
market, Copp probably would be in a better position to succeed in a 
lesser role than he’s had on the Jets this season. That reduced role — to 
more of a third-line capacity — with supporting depth around him would 
likely help him drive play better than he has this season. 

Copp probably brings a bit more offensive potential than some of the 
aforementioned players, seeing as he has a high rate of controlled 
entries at 5-on-5 that often lead to scoring chances. He’s more of a 
playmaker than a shooter, and has generated an above-average rate of 
shot assists on quality looks. That may make him a consideration for the 
team that is inspiring the rest around the league to seek these types of 
players out.  

At a $3.6 million cap hit, this may take some retention from the Jets to 
make a deal click. But that would obviously increase the return and help 
Winnipeg add to their return without parting with too many pieces. 

Brandon Hagel 

As we continue to trend from the next “Goodrows” to “Colemans,” we’re 
looking at Hagel. The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers wrote 
yesterday the chances the Blackhawks to move the winger are incredibly 
slim. But remember, the Sharks didn’t want to move Goodrow either 
initially. So the return has to be worth it for Chicago to bite.  

At five-on-five Hagel leads the team with 1.87 points per 60. The winger 
is one of the best forecheckers on his team, as he can pressure 
opponents and disrupt their attempts to exit the zone. And he can drive 
play up the ice and into the offensive zone for the Blackhawks, usually 
with control. That transitional play assists his rush-based offense. While 
his point totals slant towards goal scoring, passing is a key part of his 
game as he has a high rate of primary passes. That, and his finishing 
ability, are why he’s leaned on when the team needs scoring.  

Already, he goes against tough competition for his team; on a stronger 
team than the Blackhawks, he’ll probably have more support that will 
help him go against the opponent’s best on a consistent basis. Plus, an 
acquiring team gets a player who, like Coleman, can be deployed in all 
situations.  

Connor Brown 

More attention in Ottawa is on Nick Paul, who is on an expiring contract. 
He’s been a useful utility forward who goes against top competition, is 
more of a shooter than a passer, and tends to generate offense off the 
cycle. With a cap hit below $1.4 million, it’s a reasonable cost that most 
teams can absorb. But that expiring contract obviously isn’t worth as 
much as a player with term, and the Senators could bring considerably 
more back if they consider flipping another valuable forward instead.  

The Athletic’s Ian Mendes doesn’t write off the idea of the Senators 
moving Brown, especially if his next contract will be too steep. But he 
mentions that the team may be a ways away from that consideration just 
yet.  

Of course, for the right offer, that could always change — and given what 
he can bring to a playoff team this and next year, general managers 
should be calling about him. They can offer up even more for retention on 
his $3.6 million cap hit if needed.  

The all-situation skater goes up against top competition in Ottawa and he 
does his best to disrupt opposing star players. Brown’s one of the best 
forecheckers on the Senators and stands out relative to the league at 
five-on-five with his disruptive play. Along with pressuring teams out of 
the defensive end, he brings the puck over the blue line and into the 
offensive zone at a high rate — and those entries often lead to scoring 
chances. He’s not the most frequent shooter, but a skilled passer who 
can set his teammates up with high-danger shot assists. There’s likely 
even more potential for him, on both ends, away from a team that bleeds 
shots and chances against.  

Artturi Lehkonen 

The Canadiens’ forward may be in the final year of his contract, but an 
acquiring team maintains control of his rights when that deal expires this 
summer. Moving a player like Lehkonen, who will bring in a significant 
return, helps speed up the retooling process the Canadiens are 
undergoing right now.  

In every season — including what’s been a tough year in Montreal — 
Lehkonen’s had a positive impact in his own zone compared to the 
average forward when accounting for zone starts, coaching, and 
competition. Suppressing shots and scoring chances is an essential part 
of his game, even though he generally is tapped to start in his own zone.  

The forward generally isn’t known for his offensive play — he’s identified 
for his defensive efforts both at even strength and on the penalty kill — 
but Lehkonen can generate off the cycle as well. More than with his shot, 
it’s his playmaking that stands out. And he maintains his game no matter 
how he’s deployed, as he continues to make smart decisions even in 
high-pressure situations, making him a versatile option for coaches who 
want to make adjustments on the fly even when the stakes are the 
highest.  

Data via CapFriendly, Evolving-Hockey, AllThreeZones, HockeyViz and 
Dom Luszczyszyn. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here are 
primers (part 1, part 2) on these numbers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthews comes up clutch again as Maple Leafs outscore 
their problems vs. Kraken 
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TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs have 99 problems and Auston 
Matthews might just outscore each one. 

“He's the best player in the league,” Michael Bunting said. 

This was minutes after the heroic comeback had been completed, and 
the hats rained down, and the flaws got drowned out by the arena’s roar. 

“The best player, by far.” 

Matthews and two his perfectly complementary wingers — Mitch Marner 
welcomes nickname suggestions for the hottest line in hockey — are 
dragging the Toronto Maple Leafs through the dog days of winter. 
Through a key injury, some alarming defensive trends, and a prolonged 
bout of the yips in net. 

And they did so again Tuesday in a roller-coaster 6-4 victory over the 
lottery-bound Seattle Kraken that may have been the Leafiest Leaf game 
these Leafs have ever Leafed. 

Leap to an early 3-1 lead. Seemingly have the outcome in control. Hit 
snooze and fall behind 4-3. Throw a few superstars over the board late, 
capes a-flying, and let them save the night. 

“It's no secret who we have on our bench, right? We have weapons,” said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. “If the game is within striking distance, we have 
difference-makers. That gives us reason for belief. 

“There's no doubt we believe we can win any type of game, no matter 
what the score is or what’s happening. We’ve got a good group, an elite 
group, and we’ve got game-breakers.” 

Somehow, the Maple Leafs looked at the easiest stretch of their schedule 
and decided to make it hard. 

In the middle of a seven-game run exclusively against opponents outside 
of the playoff picture, the Cup-dreaming, deadline-buying Maple Leafs 
have barely kept their heads above water. 

Last week’s home losses to Buffalo and Vancouver were partially 
redeemed by Monday’s nail-biting victory in Columbus. 

And things appeared to be on track again Tuesday, as the local heroes 
pounced on the power-play to seize a 3-1 lead over the expansion 
Seattle Kraken. 

Cue the inevitable comeback. 

Yes, for the third straight outing and eighth time in 2022, the Maple Leafs 
— whose issues are a Venn diagram of two intersecting circles labelled 
“defence” and “goaltending” — let a multi-goal lead disintegrate. 

The Kraken rallied with three unanswered goals to swipe a third-period 
advantage. 

“I was disappointed to once again give up the lead,” said Keefe, whose 
crackdown on rush chances has turned into an emphasis on boxouts and 
net-front discipline. 

“We want to plug one hole over here and usually something else kind of 
pops up. So we're looking to plug as many of these holes as we can. But 
like I said, I like the fact that our team once again, in that situation, calmly 
gathered itself and went out and won a hockey game.” 

Toronto built its early lead on the strength of power-play goals from stars 
Auston Matthews and William Nylander, while John Tavares notched his 
first even-strength goal in 17 games. 

Carson Soucy, Alexander Wennberg, Colin Blackwell (shorthanded), and 
Jaden Schwartz responded for Seattle. No, the Kraken didn’t outplay 
Toronto, but the visitors cashed in on the Leafs’ defensive lapses. 

Jack Campbell has promised to be better, and on this evening his .867 
save percentage was good enough to outduel Philipp Grubauer’s .836. 
Baby steps. 

“We made it tough on him,” Keefe said. “Not good enough on our part.” 

“Keefer has a lot of confidence in me. Felt great to be back in there 
tonight,” Campbell said. “Keep working on some details, but I felt much 
better.” 

One had to wonder, however, what was running through the goaltender’s 
mind as the pucks zipped past. Or what solutions Leafs peak 
performance coach Greg Harden, taking in the action from the press box 
Tuesday, might have. 

Thankfully, Matthews struck back to tie the affair midway through the 
third, bailing out his team with a burst and slick deke. 

Remaining Time -2:26 

Matthews records sixth career hat trick against Kraken 

“It’s a no-doubter type finish,” Keefe said. “I think we’re at the point where 
it's hard to be surprised by what Auston does.” 

Marner ripped the winner on the power-play just 40 seconds later, and 
Matthews completed his hat trick into an empty net just for kicks. The 
Hart candidate has 43 goals on the season, a silly 36 in his past 37, and 
admits he sometimes thinks about how sweet 50 will taste. 

Is there a word for how Matthews is operating these days? 

“Machine,” Campbell said. 

As Toronto hung on for two dramatic points, it was another evening that 
reinforced the infuriating/exhilarating juxtaposition that is the Maple Leafs 
in 2022. 

Able to score and get scored on in bunches, they’re either slamming the 
gas or fishtailing near the ditch. 

Cursed in their own end. Blessed with game-breakers in the enemy’s 
zone. 

These days, they’ll take their chances playing next-goal-wins. 

You might, too, the puck is on Matthews’ tape. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• How might a five-year, $25-million contract extension change former 
Leaf Jared McCann’s life? 

He’s been a renter throughout his seven-year, four-franchise NHL career. 
Now he’s ready to be a homeowner. 

See, millennials? It’s totally doable. 

• Asked Dave Hakstol, who was on the Maple Leafs bench for their 
postseason losses in 2020 and 2021, for his theory on why Toronto has 
yet to get over the hump. 

“I watch it from a different viewpoint now. There's no easy way to get 
there,” replied Hakstol, hesitant to get specific. 

“I believe that group will just continue to grow, learn from the different 
challenges and successes and failures. And that's how you do it. 
Because there's no easy way to the end. You can look back on any team 
that's been able to do it. So, it's a character group. It's a skilled group. It's 
a good group of people.” 

• Jake Muzzin (concussion) hit the ice for about 40 minutes Tuesday 
morning. Keefe doesn’t see that as a surprise because “he’s been feeling 
good for a little while now.” 

The Maple Leafs remain cautious and patient and will not put a definitive 
timeline on Muzzin’s return, but the blueline misses him. It’s difficult to 
believe he’ll ride LTIR all the way until the playoffs begin in May. 

• Wayne Simmonds was honoured for his 1,000th game with a silver stick 
and a Tiffany crystal in a blue-carpet ceremony. His young daughters, 
Kori and Kapri, were gifted with silver mini sticks, and teammates past 
(Drew Doughty, Claude Giroux, Sean Couturier) and present (Tavares, 
Michael Bunting, Jason Spezza), plus Willie O’Ree recorded messages 
for a congratulatory video: 

Remaining Time -6:04 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 9, 2022 

 

Maple Leafs honour Simmonds for reaching 1000 NHL games milestone 

“His family's out there and you're watching this video and we're seeing 
the journey, seeing the impact that he’s made in the community here,” 
Keefe reflected. “You just can't help but feel the pride that he has to be a 
Maple Leaf at this point in his career.” 

Campbell looked up to the big screen and saw an old friend in Doughty 
and a recent one in Giroux, whom he met at all-star weekend: “When I 
was there, he was talking about Simmer so much.” 

• Ondrej Kase (upper body) returned after missing four games, subbing 
out Spezza (healthy scratch) and forming a new-look fourth line with 
Simmonds and Alexander Kerfoot. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.09.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Taking a look around the NHL trade market 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Why it doesn't make sense for Minnesota to trade for Shea Weber's 
contract 

• Is Semyon Varlamov available from the Islanders? 

• Who will be Owen Power's defence partner in Buffalo? 

Nick Shore returned to Siberia after the Beijing Olympics’ closing 
ceremony, readying for the KHL playoffs. The 29-year-old centre led 
Novosibirsk Sibir with 26 points in 49 games, the team finishing the 
shortened regular season sixth in the Eastern Conference.  

Days later, when Russia invaded Ukraine, Shore had a decision to make.  

“To be honest, I went back and forth quite a few times,” Shore said 
Sunday from Denver, where he returned at the end of last week.  

“There’s a lot of emotions running through your head. Definitely a few 
sleepless nights. It’s a 14-hour time difference, so when I’m trying to go 
to sleep, you have friends and family — pretty much everyone you know 
— reaching out, seeing what’s going on, seeing if you’re okay. There 
were a couple of tough conversations when I was deciding what I was 
going to do.”  

Shore said he never felt unsafe, adding the team was “great how they 
handled it. They tried to make it as easy, as comfortable as it possibly 
could be.” Then, the United States Government recommended any 
American citizens leave Russia.  

“That’s when it hit home for me,” he said. “Flights are closing, nobody 
knows what's going to happen tomorrow. I don’t want (my family) to be in 
a situation where they’re up constantly, thinking if I’m okay or not. That 
would be a tough position for me to put them in.”  

Shore flew home via Dubai and Washington. What was his parents’ 
reaction? “I think they were very happy to see me when I got back,” 
Shore laughed. “It doesn’t feel like the hockey season should be over for 
me. You want to be there with your teammates, you want to finish the 
year. But there’s definitely things that are more important.” 

The exodus includes Americans, Canadians, Finns and Swedes: two of 
Shore’s KHL teammates, Jyrki Jokipakka and Harri Sateri; ex-NHLers 
Kenny Agostino, Teemu Hartikainen, Markus Granlund, Philip Larsen, 
Joakim Nordstrom, Shane Prince, Jake Virtanen and Lucas Wallmark. 

One of the things we discussed is how difficult it would have been to play 
as the war intensified, even though the front lines are far from him. “I 
don’t think I would have been able to watch the news,” he said. “It’s tough 
enough for everybody. It doesn’t put you in a good mindset, never mind 
trying to play hockey.”  

Shore loved his Olympic experience, despite USA’s heartbreaking 
quarterfinal shootout loss to Slovakia.  

“That was tough. We’re going to think about that one for a while, because 
I thought we had a really good team. But it was awesome, something I 
will remember forever.”  

Novosibirsk Sibir trails Salavat Yulaev Ufa 2-1 in its opening round. 
Shore is following that series while he skates at home, hoping to find an 
immediate opportunity in North America. That’s a little trickier than 
normal. With NHL and KHL communication cut off, teams must do extra 
due diligence. 

Older brother Drew played 98 NHL games for Florida, Calgary, 
Vancouver and Carolina. Younger brother Quentin played in the AHL and 
ECHL after being drafted by Ottawa in 2013.  

If the puck was thrown into a corner, which brother would come out with 
it?  

Nick didn’t hesitate: “Oh, I’m coming out with it for sure. The other two 
are so out of shape right now, I’d better be coming out with it.” 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. A lot of feedback to our podcast bit about Shea Weber’s contract and 
whether or not it would make sense for Minnesota. The answer, 
according to several capologists consulted for this blog, is no — and 
don’t expect the Wild to do it. “You do not want to be in long-term injury, 
over the cap, for years and years,” one said. “There’s nothing good about 
that.” It prevents you from accruing space, robs you of flexibility. (I didn’t 
realize you can’t trade for a player on LTIR without activating him first. 
That would be problematic for most.) There is also the question of 
whether or not Minnesota could put together a full roster prior to putting 
Weber’s contract on long-term at the start of the season. So, what 
seemed like a creative idea was anything but that. 

2. Don’t be surprised, however, if Weber’s $7.6M cap hit for the next four 
seasons is traded to a team looking to hit the floor. It’s $6M of actual 
cash, total. 

3. There was a lot flying around last week about Colorado’s Bowen 
Byram. First and foremost, wish him the best in his concussion recovery. 
That’s really all that matters. There were rumours that he wanted a fresh 
start, the opportunity to resume somewhere else once he is ready. That 
was denied.  

4. It’s foolish to guess what Lou Lamoriello is up to, but there is increased 
chatter around Semyon Varlamov. One more year, $5M cap hit, $4M 
cash. His no-trade covers half the NHL. Teams are petrified of admitting 
they’re talking to the Islanders. If it happens, I’m not convinced it will be 
Edmonton.  

5. Paul Coffey remained around the Oilers for Monday’s Battle of Alberta. 
Loves and knows his hockey. Again, we’re told nothing formal, but I’m 
curious to see where this goes.  

6. There is clear mutual interest to continue the Dallas/Joe Pavelski 
marriage. Teams are expecting him to stay, and why would anyone want 
to leave Jason Robertson? San Jose continues to make a hard push on 
Tomas Hertl, they’re not fooling around. During his weekly radio hit on 
ESPN 102.5 in Nashville Predators’ GM David Poile said there’s “nothing 
new” to report on Filip Forsberg. Several sources indicated not to count 
out St. Louis’s interest when it comes to Claude Giroux, as we’ve mostly 
been mentioning Colorado and Florida.  

7. Anaheim GM Pat Verbeek made it clear he wants to know the market. 
That means Nic Deslauriers, Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson and 
Rickard Rakell. That doesn’t mean automatic trades, although some — 
Manson and Rakell — appear more likely than others, with the caveat 
that it takes just one phone call for things to change. Verbeek dislikes 
term like Batman dislikes the Joker, although word through the grapevine 
is there’s a bit more wiggle room for Lindholm. I’m just not sure how 
much. As Jeff Marek reported, last year’s leading scorer, Maxime 
Comtois, is available too, during a difficult season where he’s been a 
regular scratch. 

8. Marek also reported that Jack McBain, taken 63rd by Minnesota in 
2018, will go to free agency this summer. The Wild are looking for a 
second-rounder, and a lot of eyes look slightly north, where Jack’s father, 
Andrew, played the first six seasons of his own 608-game NHL career. 
The Jets do not have a second-rounder this year, or next. Yet.  
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9. Winnipeg wanted to see itself once Nik Ehlers returned. That started 
with an overtime defeat to Dallas, a loss to the Rangers and an 
impressive win over Tampa Bay. I think the Jets’ biggest decisions come 
this summer. I wondered if there was any chance they tried to pivot and 
extend Andrew Copp, but can’t find any evidence of that possibility. 
Boston and Colorado are believed to be among interested parties.  

10. Very curious about Washington. How big to the Capitals go? How 
good do they think they are? Is this really the year to take a shot at picks 
or prospects for a rental? 

11. Buffalo is thinking about Owen Power’s defence partner. Who should 
that be? What type of player? He’s expected to join them this season, so 
it will be interesting to see if the Sabres pursue someone now. 

12. Last week, Toronto Raptors fans booed Goran Dragic, who 
terminated his contract with the team, using that loophole to sign with 
Brooklyn. It’s going to be tough to trade P.K. Subban and that $9M cap 
hit. However, actual cash this year is $2M for him. With more than half of 
it already paid, does it make any sense for Subban and New Jersey to try 
the same thing? Terminate his huge cap hit and sign for similar money 
(or whatever) elsewhere? I can already hear the howls of protest, and I 
haven’t run it by the NHL. Just an idea.   

13. One GM’s theory: “We all stare at each other until one hour before 
the deadline, and then rush to make deals. The B- and C-level players go 
when we figure out who is getting the A-listers.” I hope he’s joking. 

14. Chicago is getting closer and closer to a reunion with Norm Maciver. 
He’ll depart Seattle and return to his previous NHL home as part of the 
Blackhawks’ front-office renovation. By the way, one of the departures 
last week — that of assistant GM Ryan Stewart — was mutual. 

15. As part of its GM search, Anaheim asked for permission to speak to 
Florida assistant GM Paul Krepelka. Apparently, he declined the 
opportunity because the timing wasn’t right.  

16. Quote of the week: One executive, asked if he thought Nick 
Robertson is getting a showcase in Toronto, replied, “There’s 20 scouts 
watching the Marlies every night.” He’s not someone I know real well, but 
AHL Toronto defenceman Joseph Duszak is looking for a new start. He’s 
got 37 points (32 of them assists) in 37 games. I didn’t see it, but he also 
played one game at forward.  

Keefe believes Robertson's opportunity on power play is a 'natural 
progression' 

17. Phil Kessel extended his consecutive-games streak to 956 with one 
shift in Tuesday’s blowout of Detroit, before leaving on a charter back to 
Arizona for the birth of his first child. Players high-fived him as he skated 
off, and someone in the crowd said you could hear some of the Coyotes 
jokingly ripping him for breaking a sweat. I got texts from people hating 
the idea, but if there’s one organization that shouldn’t apologize or feel 
bad going the extra mile for its players, it’s this one. 

Another example: Matias Maccelli’s family was in Arizona when he was 
originally scheduled to make his NHL debut. That was just after 
Christmas in San Jose, but the winger tested positive for COVID and 
couldn’t go. He got a second opportunity last week against Colorado, and 
the organization made sure to bring back his parents from Finland.  

18. Max Patterson scored the winner with 3:53 remaining in the deciding 
third game, as the University of Calgary defeated the University of 
Saskatchewan in the Canada West hockey quarterfinals. Mike Babcock, 
who coached the Huskies this season, did an interview with long-time 
local broadcaster Wray Morrison after the elimination. Babcock said he 
loved the experience, coaching with his son, Michael Babcock III, who 
took an MBA at the school. (Mike III is committed to returning in 2022-
23.) 

“We didn’t do what we wanted to do, (but) we had a ton of fun doing it,” 
the former Anaheim, Detroit and Toronto coach said. Do you miss the 
NHL? “I miss the red wine [Morrison had a great response, asking, ‘You 
can’t bring that in here?’], I miss some of the meals. Other than that, the 
guys in our room, the love in this room…I’d sit in my office, I’d listen to 
them laugh and maybe it’s because it’s Covid and this was their place to 
come release, but there was pure joy.” 

Have NHL teams reached out to you since you’ve been here? “Since I’ve 
been here they have, since the season’s been over they haven’t,” 
Babcock answered. (This was one week ago.) “Once we made the 
commitment, we were coming for the year. Period. Non-negotiable. 
When you make a commitment to people, you stay.” He referenced 
coaching at the University of Lethbridge in 1993, and WHL Spokane 
asking him to leave for the Chiefs mid-season. He didn’t do it. “I have no 
idea what’s going (to be) next,” he said, “but I do know that over the next 
little while we’ll decide what’s upcoming.”  

19. Cale Makar had a goal and two assists in Colorado’s 5-3 loss to New 
Jersey on Tuesday night. Prior to that, Sportsnet’s Sam Cosentino 
pointed out that, in Makar’s first 154 games, he had 157 points. That’s 
three more than Mark Howe, 13 more than Phil Housley, 15 ahead of 
Sergei Zubov, 16 on Larry Murphy, 18 atop Brian Leetch, 21 on Al 
MacInnis and 27 from Ray Bourque. It’s an incredible pace. This is the 
point in Paul Coffey’s career his numbers started to go stratospheric, so 
I’m looking forward to see how that compares. Makar is making a Hart 
Trophy case. (Should be mentioned that was a great performance by the 
Devils.) 

20. Danny DeKeyser was placed on injured reserve by Detroit after 
clearing waivers on Tuesday. One of the best free-agent stories I ever 
heard was about him. One of the teams pursuing DeKeyser finished 
dinner at a restaurant with him and asked for directions. He said, “Follow 
me, I’m headed that way.” Team knew it wasn’t winning this recruitment 
when it saw the defenceman’s licence plate had a Red Wings logo.  

21. Connor McDavid is the second NHLer, after Auston Matthews, to sign 
with a wagering company as a brand ambassador. Just like he followed 
Wayne Gretzky to Edmonton, he followed Gretzky to BetMGM — 
although McDavid is the first active athlete on their roster. No financials 
released, but it’s a big deal, in the seven figures. One major difference: 
Matthews stayed with free-to-play, while McDavid didn’t shy away from 
paid options. Eli and Peyton Manning do “responsible gambling” 
commercials as part of their sponsorship deal, and McDavid will do 
similar. (As you can imagine, it won’t be a time-consuming thing while the 
Oilers chase the playoffs.)  

22. In the aftermath of Calvin Ridley’s NFL suspension for gambling on 
his own team, a few of you asked what the rules are for NHLers. Exhibit 
14, Section 2 of the CBA spells it out very clearly: “Gambling on any NHL 
Game is prohibited.” That also goes for Fantasy Hockey.  

23. Fantastic and emotional ceremony last weekend in Columbus as Rick 
Nash’s 61 became the first number retired in franchise history. “My first 
time in Columbus, we walked into a Bob Evans (restaurant) to grab a 
coffee before we started circulating (on a media tour),” he said last week. 
“The waitress serving us, mentioned something (like), ’Oh you guys have 
Blue Jackets’ shirts on, didn’t you guys just draft a new first-overall pick?’ 
It was tough to tell her that I was standing in front of her, ordering a 
coffee.” 

Nash kept one promise, making sure to recognize long-time employees 
who built the Blue Jackets from zero. Vice-President of Communications 
Todd Sharrock reminded of founder John H. McConnell’s 2008 funeral. 
He and Nash had a great relationship, so the captain returned from the 
World Championships in Nova Scotia. Asked to give a eulogy, an 
emotional Nash made a vow. “I was probably a little above my head 
promising him watching from heaven a playoff berth,” he said. “I’m telling 
you (in 2008-09) everything seemed to go right. It seemed like he had his 
hand in it and he was helping us along the way.” 

The Blue Jackets made the playoffs for the first time. Nash said his 
favourite photo is where he reacts to scoring the goal that sent Columbus 
into overtime against Chicago, giving the team the point it needed to 
clinch. 

In the summer of 2018, with Toronto and Vegas among others pursuing, 
Nash met with GM Jarmo Kekalainen about a reunion. “We kind of came 
up with a plan and a situation that would bring me back to Columbus to 
play some more,” he said. “I asked them to give me some time, so I could 
talk to the doctors and sit down with family. After a few days, we figured 
out what was important to me and that obviously being my health. I called 
Jarmo and thanked him. Said it would have been great to continue, but 
after the amount of years and concussions I went through, I just figured it 
was time to pick my family and health over hockey.” 
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Now the team’s director of player development, he says he is interested 
in being a GM someday — but recognizes there are no shortcuts on that 
path. 

Remaining Time -5:26 

Blue Jackets honour Rick Nash with touching video tribute and ceremony 

24. Two other good stories about the great winger: during John 
Rosasco’s 26-year tenure with the Rangers, his 1,500th game was 
against Columbus on Dec. 11, 2010. Tied 1-1 late, Nash scored what he 
admitted was a “lucky goal” from behind the goal line with 5:09 to play, 
then added a beautiful insurance marker at 18:48. Next Christmas, 
Rosasco received a gift of an autographed stick, signed “JR, sorry for 
ruining your 1,500th game, Rick Nash.” 

25. Nash was traded to the Rangers on July 20, 2012. His first day, he 
was invited to Henrik Lundqvist’s penthouse apartment. “I walk in, there’s 
Alex Rodriguez standing right there,” he laughed. “That being my first 
night in New York, sitting in a penthouse apartment overlooking the 
whole city, a few drinks with the King and ARod. That was one of those 
moments where you felt like you were in the NHL.” 

26. Juraj Slafkovsky’s phone bursted with notes of congratulations after 
Slovakia won a bronze medal at the Olympic hockey tournament — 
Marian Gaborik, Marian Hossa, singers and rappers. But the one that 
stood out was from Zlatica Puskarova, a Slovak television personality. 

Everyone’s hopping on the Slafkovsky train after a seven-goal 
performance that made him tournament MVP. He will be a very high pick 
in the upcoming draft, not just because of that performance, but also 
because the 17-year-old made a decision to play against men in Finland. 
That’s a methodical, defence-first league — a real challenge for him — 
and he will benefit from that. Last week on the 32 Thoughts podcast, he 
was laughing that Finnish teammates “didn’t believe Slovakia could win 
any medal,” and bet he wouldn’t score. Easier for the Finns to joke with 
their gold medal, but Slovakia and Slafkovsky exceeded all doubts. 

27. Slafkovsky was really good talking about his family. Regarding his 
Olympic performance, parents Juraj Sr., and Gabriela “were so happy. 
But they were also like, ‘You still need to keep working and stay 
grounded. Just like before.’ These medals can change (you), that’s what 
they repeated to me.” Gabriela was a competitive swimmer, as is his 
sister, Lucia. “She grabs the medal and says, ‘Oh yeah, I’m going to get 
one also. Just wait.’ I think it’s good motivation for her.” The family has 
two dogs and two cats. “My mother likes to come home and bring a cat,” 
he laughed. “And come home (again) in two weeks, and bring another 
cat. It’s a little zoo, I like all the dogs and cats we have. But I think it’s 
enough for now.” Slafkovsky makes a great impression on and off the 
ice. 

28. His coach at the national level is hockey lifer Craig Ramsay, who 
played 1,070 NHL games before spending some 35 years behind the 
bench. “Even when I wasn’t scoring, he was calling me ‘shooter,’ that I 
(will) score one day. After the bronze medal game, he told me that 
whenever I need something I can ask him or call him. He’s a really nice 
guy.” An excellent teacher on Slafkovsky’s journey.   

29. Speaking of the draft, things are looking more positive for it staying in 
Montreal, but nothing official yet. 

30. One night before Anaheim defeated San Jose in overtime with the old 
lacrosse play (Rakell scored), Ducks draftee Mason McTavish tried the 
same thing for OHL Hamilton. Organizational strategy? Thank you to 
Reed Duthie, the voice of the Bulldogs, for this video. 

Remaining Time -0:15 

McTavish stopped on breakaway by Donoso 

31. Nothing better than mentioning one player who's in the conversation 
for OHL exceptional status (last week) and being besieged for not 
mentioning two other possibilities: Mississauga’s Michael Moore and 
London’s Ryan Roobroeck. This is why I make Marek discuss that stuff.  

32. On International Women’s Day: long-deserved praise and respect to 
my four sisters (Randi, Allison, Natalie, Erica) because I am a useless 
brother. People would look at them, see me, and say, “What happened to 
you?” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ovechkin ties Jagr for third in all-time goals as fatigue 
catches up to Flames 

 

Eric Francis 

 

CALGARY – Alex Ovechkin scored twice, including the game-winner, in 
a 5-4 win over the Flames, tying him for third with Jaromir Jagr on the 
NHL’s all-time goal-scoring list. 

He did it in the same rink in which Jagr scored his 766th — and final — 
NHL goal as a 45-year-old member of the Flames in 2017. 

“Obviously, it’s always nice to hear those kind of milestones, numbers,” 
said Ovechkin, who also moved one behind Gordie Howe’s record of 121 
game winners. “It’s pretty big, obviously, and how I always said, being 
with those names and in this company, it’s a pretty cool moment.” 

The milestone goal was scored into an empty net with the Capitals 
clinging to a 4-3 lead over the red-hot Flames. 

After Elias Lindholm scored his second of the game with 40 seconds left 
to bring the hosts within one, Ovechkin thought he had a chance to 
eclipse Jagr when another shot at the empty net was stopped by 
Lindholm with two seconds remaining. 

“It’s OK, I’ll take it tomorrow,” smiled Ovechkin, who will face the Oilers in 
Edmonton Wednesday night. 

“I was hoping to get the second one, but it’s OK.” 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Ovechkin scores twice to tie Jagr in NHL all-time goal scoring 

Ovechkin has been under an intense spotlight since his native Russia 
invaded Ukraine Feb. 24, prompting a small portion of the Saddledome 
crowd to boo him every time he touched the puck early in a game the 
Flames led 2-0 midway through the evening. Ovechkin has been 
outspoken about his support for Russian President Vladimir Putin in the 
past, and Ovechkin has a photo of himself with Putin as his profile picture 
on Instagram. 

Earlier in the day Flames head coach Darryl Sutter was asked if he 
expected a rough reception for No. 8. 

“No I don’t,” said Sutter. “We have an awesome Russian player on our 
team too (Nikita Zadorov). Our players are our players and they’re our 
family and we help them. That’s what we do.” 

Following mounting requests for Ovechkin to speak again on a war he 
commented on shortly after its onset, the Capitals put out a statement 
earlier on Tuesday. 

“Monumental Sports & Entertainment and the Washington Capitals join 
the National Hockey League in condemning the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and the loss of innocent life,” it read. 

“We urge and hope for a peaceful resolution as quickly as possible. The 
Capitals also stand in full support of our Russian players and their 
families overseas. We realize they are being put in a difficult situation 
and stand by to offer our assistance to them and their families.” 

The reception in Edmonton, where the Oilers are wearing decals of 
Ukrainian flags on their helmets due to the large Ukrainian population, is 
expected to be chillier.   

Remaining Time -1:45 

Ovechkin ties Jagr for third in all-time goals as Flames fall short to 
Capitals 
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A disjointed opening period saw Lindholm open the scoring before Adam 
Ruzicka took a great pass from linemate Andrew Mangiapane to put the 
Flames up by a pair.  

Conor Sheary and Ovechkin scored three minutes apart to tie the game 
with seven minutes left in the second when Ovechkin followed up a 
massive hit on Chris Tanev by sniping his 35th of the year past Dan 
Vladar. 

The Flames squandered an early third period lead on a goal by Oliver 
Kylington to surrender three straight in what appeared to have plenty to 
do with the fatigue associated with the Flames “borderline illegal” 
schedule of late. 

"I didn't like a couple of goals,” said Sutter when asked about the play of 
Vladar, who made 22 saves. 

“When you're playing back-to-backs and playing three in four, things like 
that, you need some big saves. That's going to happen against a team 
that's got a lot of ammo." 

Including a man who seems destined to finish ahead of Wayne Gretzky 
as the game’s most prolific goal scorer. 

"He's a goal scorer,” confirmed Sutter, well aware Ovechkin was playing 
in his 1,000th game alongside linemate Nicklas Backstrom. 

“The goal he scored we turned the puck over and gave it to him, prime 
time for him, right. That's what he does. Quite honest, I think he gets a lot 
of looks from that area right there on the power play too, and I think our 
(penalty) killers did a good job against him." 

Sutter re-jigged his lines once again in an effort to spread minutes out as 
evenly as possible during a stretch in which the Flames are playing six 
games in nine nights. 

There are bound to be lapses, like the Flames’ third period. 

"This time of year it's a mental game and you have to be sharp mentally 
to prepare and be ready to go every night,” said Kylington, whose club 
can take solace in the fact it just lost its first home game in regulation in 
14 outings. 

“We have to reset and recover and have a good game on Thursday 
(against Tampa). It's as simple as that." 

Johnny Gaudreau collided knee-on-knee with Tom Wilson in the dying 
seconds of the game and got up slowly before labouring off the ice. 

The Flames offered no update on his status, which may remain a 
mystery until Thursday, as the Flames have Wednesday off. 
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Sportsnet.ca / THE 25 MOST POWERFUL WOMEN IN HOCKEY 2022 
By Emily Sadler 
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From the players lifting the game to new heights to the executives and 
activists pushing for change outside of the spotlight, Sportsnet celebrates 
the women leading the way in hockey today 

T wenty years ago, the hockey world watched as a group of Canadian 
women stood on the ice at the E Center just outside Salt Lake City, 
sweaty and smiling and singing “O Canada” for all to hear. With gold 
medals hung proudly around their necks, the Canadian national team 
celebrated the country’s first-ever Olympic gold in women’s hockey. Four 
years earlier, at the inaugural Olympic women’s tournament in Nagano, it 
was Team USA that won it all, making the golden glow of this 3–2 
Canadian victory — the first of many Olympic rematches to come — 
shine all the brighter. Those Canadian women set a new, gold standard 
for greatness in hockey and in doing so inspired a generation of young 

girls to grab a stick and join in the game themselves. Some of those girls 
just won gold of their own in Beijing. 

We’re still feeling the impact of that first gold medal because of what 
came after. The women on that 2002 roster are now breaking down NHL 
and Olympic action in studios, broadcast booths and rinkside. They’re 
constructing Stanley Cup contenders at the helm of player development 
departments. They’re scouting and coaching, building entire 
organizations, sparking movements and advocating for the future of 
women’s hockey. Many are in the Hall of Fame. More will surely follow. 

And that’s just on the Canadian side. 

Today we find ourselves in the wake of another Games, another gold, 
and we’re all asking what comes next. We have questions about the fate 
of women’s hockey, who might be the next to hang up their skates and 
jump into an NHL job, and what the next steps are in the ongoing push to 
make hockey more diverse and inclusive. And we can look to the many 
women working in and around hockey for answers. 

Here are the 25 most powerful women driving hockey forward — right 
now and in the year ahead. 

THERE IS NO player more dominant than Marie-Philip Poulin, and the 
proof is in her performance at last month’s Olympic Games, where she 
scored yet another golden goal. Poulin makes sportswriters’ jobs both 
easy — her greatness practically follows a script — and increasingly 
difficult, because at some point we’re going to run out of ways to describe 
just how elite she is. 

In the four gold-medal matchups since Poulin’s Olympic debut at 
Vancouver 2010, including last month’s in Beijing, No. 29 has scored 
seven of Canada’s 10 goals. And all three of Canada’s gold-medal 
victories over that span (2010, 2014, 2022) have come courtesy of 
Poulin’s game-winners. That’s how reliably remarkable, how consistently 
clutch, how steadily sensational Canada’s humble captain has been. 

Remaining Time -4:53 

Poulin on winning gold: 'This group was resilient and we showed it all' 

Poulin’s power is in her play, and the fact the greatest player in the game 
today doesn’t belong to a formal league, doesn’t play in front of a packed 
house on a weekly basis, and isn’t hitting the ice for best-on-best 
competition on the regular is a grave loss for everyone who loves 
hockey. That she just reportedly turned down an offer to join the ECHL in 
favour of continuing to push for the betterment of women’s hockey 
speaks volumes about her determination to leave the sport better than 
she found it. 

Some good news for hockey fans: We’ll soon see Poulin and the rest of 
the world’s best go head-to-head in a Canada vs. USA “rematch” 
presented by the PWHPA in partnership with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
And in August, we’ll be treated to another women’s world championship 
— the first time the IIHF has scheduled the tournament in an Olympic 
year. Poulin will be on the ice for both events. In fact, all signs point to 
the 30-year-old committing to another Olympic cycle as well. 

Whenever she does eventually decide to call it a career, Montreal is 
reportedly ready to roll out the red carpet straight into le Centre Bell. “It 
sounds to me like the Canadiens have pretty much privately made that 
clear. … When, eventually, she decides to make her decision that she 
wants to work for a team, the Canadiens are going to do everything they 
can to bring her there,” Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman said during a recent 
episode of 32 Thoughts: The Podcast. 

“The Montreal Canadiens, as we now know it, are very interested in 
having a conversation with Marie-Philip Poulin — with the caveat being 
when she is ready,” reported co-host Jeff Marek during the same 
episode. 

Let’s all hope, for the sake of our limitless appetite for golden goals, that 
time doesn’t come for a long while yet. 

THE VANCOUVER CANUCKS have been making headlines all season, 
and in the early going that wasn’t a good thing. Scoring woes and snake-
bitten stars brought a painful opening to 2021–22, and it soon became 
clear that the club needed a fresh start in the front office. 
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Enter Emilie Castonguay and Cammi Granato. Two of hockey’s brightest 
minds, they landed in Vancouver just two weeks apart and via two very 
different paths — Castonguay as a former player agent whose 
impressive client list included Marie-Philip Poulin and Alexis Lafrenière, 
and Granato as USA Hockey royalty who in 2019 became the first female 
full-time NHL scout with the Seattle Kraken. 

Their respective arrivals in Vancouver this winter mark a new era for the 
Canucks as the direction of the cap-strapped franchise — will they 
rebuild? retool? revive? make a post-season run? — has quickly become 
one of the most intriguing stories in the NHL, especially as the trade 
deadline draws near. 

In a league that didn’t feel anywhere close to having its first female GM 
before this season, the Canucks duo seems to have ushered in a new 
era for the entire sport. 

Remaining Time -6:16 

Canucks’ recent hires provide stepping-stone for diversity in NHL front 
offices 

SPEAKING TO SPORTSNET’S Luke Fox in November, Kim Davis, now 
in her fourth season as the league’s highest-ranking female executive, 
said: “I think the greatest challenge is taking these moments where we 
learn about something that is not a proud moment for us and turning it 
into a teachable moment.” 

Over the past year alone, there have been many of those dark moments 
— the ones that force us to confront hockey culture’s ugly side, and 
acknowledge that, as it stands today, the game isn’t for everyone. 

Here’s more from Davis, whose work will continue to be in the spotlight: 
“When you have stakeholder groups coming at you from every angle, it’s 
easy to be defensive, particularly because you know the work that is 
underway and the work that’s going on, often behind the scenes, to 
continue to improve culture. So, the hardest part is keeping everyone 
focused on staying the course. 

“These moments are really about the bigger movement and staying 
focused on that and using these moments of despair, whether it’s around 
abuse or discrimination, as a moment for us to listen and to say, ‘What 
can we do to up our game even more?’ And my job is to quarterback that 
with the commissioner and the management team and the 32 clubs.” 

It takes a sport-wide commitment to ensure everyone around hockey not 
only feels safe and empowered but also understands the importance of 
speaking up — even when those around them do not. Davis’s leadership 
is integral in the continued push for the betterment of the game. 

THE LANDSCAPE OF women’s hockey is constantly changing, and over 
the past year much of that movement has been driven by Ty Tumminia. 
Her appointment to interim commissioner in October 2020 — just six 
months after first joining the league as chairman of the Toronto Six — 
coincided with the implementation of a new governance model for North 
America’s lone women’s professional hockey league. 

Over the past year, Tumminia launched the league’s first full season 
since the arrival of COVID-19; ushered in a new and more inclusive 
chapter with the re-naming and rebranding of the league from National 
Women’s Hockey League (NWHL) to the Premier Hockey Federation; 
negotiated a pair of national broadcast deals; secured a historic $25-
million commitment from the league’s board of governors over the next 
three years (more than doubling the salary cap and providing full 
healthcare benefits to players); and gave the greenlight for teams to 
expand rosters and cap space. 

She also announced that her tenure will end at the close of the 2021–22 
season. 

That last part came as a bit of a surprise considering the momentum she 
created during her short time in charge, but it was never Tumminia’s 
intention to stay. That she spent the first year on the job with the “interim” 
label firmly attached to her name was intentional, and spoke to her 
philosophy on leadership, which she shared during an interview with 
Sportsnet last year: “These types of roles, they’re all interim. … I would 
always do it as an interim role, even if I was asked to come on as the full-
time commissioner. Because my role is really just to kind of get in here, 
try to get this going and streamline it for the next person that takes over.” 

What’s next for the PHF, and who will be the one to propel it forward? 
That will be a major story in the weeks and months ahead. 

ALL EYES WERE on women’s hockey last month. But after 2.7 million 
Canadian viewers took in the gold-medal game in Beijing, the athletes 
faced a harsh homecoming due to the lack of one unified league of best-
on-best competition. Since the formation of the Professional Women’s 
Hockey Players Association in May 2019, Jayna Hefford has been 
making it her mission to change that. And reports that surfaced last week 
indicate that change could be coming soon: 

But first, we’ve got a rematch on our hands. 

In addition to the ongoing Dream Gap Tour, in its third season this year, 
Hefford and the PWHPA are heading to Pittsburgh for another Canada-
USA showdown just a month after that much-watched gold-medal 
matchup. The game is the second NHL-backed showcase this season 
after last weekend’s event in Washington in collaboration with the 
Capitals. 

As the women once again take their rightful place in hockey’s spotlight, 
Hefford’s behind-the-scenes work along with the rest of the PWHPA’s 
board members and support team will certainly play a leading role in 
what comes next. 

FOUR YEARS AFTER making history in Pyeongchang as the first Black 
player to compete in an Olympic women’s hockey tournament, Sarah 
Nurse just became the first to win gold. She played a starring role 
throughout the Beijing Games — and not just in all those Olympic 
commercials — setting new Olympic records for assists (13) and points 
(18) in a single tournament. (The great Hayley Wickenheiser, who racked 
up 17 points in five games in 2006, previously held the record.) 

Nurse put up at least one point in all seven games in Beijing, registering 
six multi-point outings, one hat trick, back-to-back four-assist games in 
the medal round, and the game-opening goal with gold on the line in the 
final. That she did so after being bumped up from her usual spot in 
Canada’s middle six to the top trio alongside Marie-Philip Poulin and 
Brianne Jenner following the injury to Mélodie Daoust speaks to Nurse’s 
versatility — not to mention the incredible lineup depth of this Canadian 
squad, far and away the best we’ve ever seen. 

THAT’S DOCTOR HAYLEY WICKENHEISER, actually. The women’s 
hockey great officially earned the designation in May, adding “medical 
doctor” to her already lengthy list of accomplishments. Two days later, 
she was promoted to senior director of player development for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

That she runs the player development department of the NHL’s biggest 
market, and one of its most powerful offences, is further proof of the 
impact women have on the game at every level. And though 
Wickenheiser doesn’t talk about her work with the Leafs too often, she 
does use her powerful platform to speak up on more global matters. Over 
the past two years, she’s worked to raise funds to equip front-line 
workers with personal protective equipment during the worst waves of 
COVID-19. And last month, in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
she was one of the first in hockey to publicly pressure the IOC and FIFA 
to implement harsher sanctions against Russia. 

This year also saw the Hall of Famer and four-time Olympian partner with 
Verbero to design the Wick Stick, meaning that even long after she hung 
up her skates, she can still assist on a goal. 

HOW DO YOU fix a broken franchise? 

The question hanging over the Chicago Blackhawks is one of the game’s 
biggest challenges as the ripple effect of devastating abuse allegations 
brought forward by Kyle Beach last spring continue to reverberate 
throughout the hockey world. 

Jaime Faulkner joined the Blackhawks in December 2020 and was 
tasked with directing all consumer-facing and revenue-generating 
aspects of the Original Six organization. She’s now a major part of the 
solution in Chicago, a leading member of the committee mapping out a 
new way forward for the club — including finding its new general 
manager. Faulkner’s purview doesn’t include the product on the ice — 
that’s left to no-longer-interim GM Kyle Davidson, who will soon go about 
filling out his staff. Over the past year, though, the team has brought 
more women into the fold in hockey operations, recruiting former Boston 
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Pride general manager Karilyn Pilch and Arcadia University head coach 
Kelsey Koelzer as scouts in the player personnel department, and 2018 
Canadian Olympian Brigette Lacquette as a pro scout. (Lacquette’s hiring 
late last year made her the first Indigenous woman to scout for an NHL 
franchise.) 

Meghan Hunter is also part of the club’s scouting department and with 
Davidson’s promotion could be in line for a bump of her own. 

KIRSTEN STAPLE BECAME a hockey fan back in January 2020. She 
laughs as she explains that it was a photo of Tyler Seguin during All-Star 
Weekend that initially grabbed her attention and sent her down a path of 
learning more about the Dallas Stars forward, the team, and soon after, 
the game of hockey. Fascinated by the sport and its fandom, Staple 
found herself wanting to learn more. That’s when she came across Black 
Girl Hockey Club. “I was like, ‘Oh, wow. There’s a group of people who 
look very similar to how I do and they love this sport as well,’” says 
Staple. 

Founded in 2018 by Renee Hess, the non-profit organization has grown 
exponentially, opening doors for women and young girls of colour to not 
just embrace the game, but feel its embrace in return. This past year, the 
organization grew its influence even more by introducing a new 
mentorship program, of which Staple became one of the first mentees. 

The more Staple, a senior at the University of Texas at San Antonio, 
immersed herself in her newfound fandom, the more she wondered 
whether this new passion could one day be her career. Through BGHC’s 
mentorship program, she was paired up with San Jose Sharks VP of 
communications Scott Emmert. It was a fitting partnership, considering 
Staple’s aspirations are currently within the marketing, human resources, 
and personnel spheres. The two met via Zoom every few weeks. Staple 
could ask questions and chat with other Sharks employees and sit in on 
planning meetings to gain a better understanding of what a job in hockey 
looks like. Staple will graduate in May, and now has a whole team of 
connections and support in her corner. 

That’s just one of the many examples of the impact Hess and her team 
are having on hockey as they work to make the game a more inclusive, 
inviting place through their ongoing Get Uncomfortable Campaign (which 
has seen more than 6,000 individuals and teams take the pledge), 
merchandise collaborations with NHL and PHF teams, digital and in-
person meetups, a just-released partnership with Bauer Hockey, and by 
amplifying Black voices in the game. The mentorship’s second class is 
now newly underway, expanded from two mentor-mentee pairings to 
seven. And since starting up a scholarship program in the summer of 
2020, BGHC has allocated $75,000 to 47 girls in Canada, the U.S., the 
United Kingdom and Kenya to help them get into the game. 

“The stuff that [Hess] is doing, how she kind of built it from the ground up, 
creating this safe space for Black women to enjoy the sport,” says Staple. 
“Because traditionally, you know, we’re very excluded from the sport. 
People tend to look at you kind of weird, like ‘Why are you here?’ Like, 
‘You don’t belong here.’ 

“But yes, we do.” 

THOUGH THEIR QUEST to defend Olympic gold was quashed by their 
Canadian rivals, few players can match the kind of reach these two 
superstars have in the game of hockey. Following in the footsteps of the 
great Cammi Granato, Hilary Knight’s name is synonymous with hockey 
south of the border and her brand has expanded far beyond the rink. 
Most recently, she was named to ESPN’s broadcast team as an analyst 
after the corporation secured U.S. rights to the NHL. 

Her captain, Kendall Coyne Schofield, meanwhile, continues her work 
with the Chicago Blackhawks as the club’s player development coach 
and youth hockey growth specialist, and just  

Published a memoir, As Fast As Her. 

Both continue to be major voices for the PWHPA, and two of the biggest 
draws in hockey today: 

They’ll have to wait four more years for Olympic revenge, but they’ll get 
that PWHPA rematch less than a week from now in Pittsburgh and 
another crack at Canada at August’s world championships. 

AFTER THREE YEARS of work by Alexandra Mandrycky and the 
Kraken’s leadership team to slowly piece the organization together, the 
whole club instantly came to life at the drop of a puck on Oct. 12. It can’t 
be easy following Vegas’s act. The NHL’s 31st team went all the way to 
the Stanley Cup Final in Year One; its 32nd team is, well, performing at a 
pace we tend to expect from expansion clubs. 

The intrigue around last summer’s expansion draft and first foray into free 
agency, led by a clear prioritization of analytically sound selections and 
the preservation of cap space, now shifts to their actions ahead of the 
club’s first trade deadline. 

As things stand now, the Kraken are among the richest in cap space, 
allowing for flexibility at the deadline — might we see them take on salary 
in exchange for assets? — and in the free-agency period to come. 

Mandrycky has spent her NHL career to date behind the scenes, her 
analytical approach to the game evident in her hiring of an elite stats staff 
— including senior quantitative analyst Namita Nandakumar — and it’s 
worth wondering whether we’ll soon start seeing her in the spotlight a 
little more, possibly as an executive to watch in general manager 
searches to come. 

“WHO IS THE BEST person that I know, or that is out there, that could fill 
this role?” 

Tasked with recruiting a new member of the Toronto Maple Leafs’ player 
development department, that’s the question Dr. Wickenheiser asked 
herself last spring. 

The answer, it turned out, was a familiar one: Danielle Goyette. 

The two Canadian hockey legends share quite a history in the game, first 
as longtime linemates on the national team, collaborating on a trio of 
Olympic medals (silver in 1998; gold in 2002 and 2006). They were 
reunited in 2010 when Wickenheiser played for Goyette at the University 
of Calgary, where Goyette was head coach of the Dinos women’s team. 

Now teammates once again in Toronto, the pair of Hall of Famers are 
tasked with overseeing the development of prospects and players in the 
NHL’s biggest market as it attempts to exorcise its playoff demons and 
make a post-season run beyond Round One. 

Blake Bolden’s impact on the game is widespread. Since making history 
in 2020 with the Kings as the first Black woman hired as a pro NHL scout 
(and just the second woman behind Cammi Granato), Bolden has been 
the brain behind many of the Kings’ diversity initiatives, the muscle that 
inspired Verbero to manufacture a custom Be Bold hockey stick, the 
voice of empowerment for so many young BIPOC players through her 
mentorship program, and, most recently, the face of some of ESPN’s 
hockey coverage as a reporter. 

A former NWHL star and current supporter of the PWHPA, she’s also 
occasionally lent her broadcast chops to breaking down games on the 
Dream Gap Tour and is a strong advocate for the women’s game. 

Remaining Time -2:38 

Blake Bolden adding different perspective since joining Kings as a pro 
scout 

FROM CAPTAINING CANADA to Olympic gold in 2002 and 2006 to 
establishing herself as one of the premier studio and colour analysts on 
Hockey Night in Canada, a lot of what Cassie Campbell-Pascall 
accomplishes takes place in the public eye. But just as important are the 
things we don’t necessarily see, like her role as a Hockey Canada 
consultant helping build the dominant 2022 women’s Olympic team, and 
her advocacy on behalf of the women’s game internationally — 
particularly in the wake of a string of tournament cancellations. 

Jennifer Botterill, another leading member of those 2002 and 2006 teams 
who also won gold in 2010, joined the Hockey Night in Canada panel in 
2020–21 and was an instant success, her insights adding a whole new 
dimension to conversations around the game. 

TO HEAR LINDSAY ARTKIN talk about her work with the NHLCA’s 
female coaches development program, which first launched in 2020, is to 
hear a woman who’s truly passionate about changing the game and 
helping others grow communities within it. 
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To hear someone else talk about Artkin is to truly see that vision come to 
life. Here’s Lee-J Mirasolo, associate coach of Harvard’s women’s team 
and Day 1 member of the NHLCA’s program, on Artkin’s impact: “She 
has, through this program, helped build these networks where it’s up to 
us to do the work, but we’ve had opportunities to meet and listen in on 
different NHL camp meetings. We’ve had opportunities to talk with AHL 
and NHL coaches. And we’ve had also this tremendous opportunity to 
get to know about 50 other women who are in the program, too. 

“Our networks have grown exponentially. … Relationships have really 
been cultivated between all sorts of different people from different walks 
of life and different levels, genders, all of that in hockey. Friendships and 
relationships have been built by this program.” 

“I’LL COME BE your rinkside reporter, but I want a hybrid position and I 
want to call play-by-play.” 

That’s how Leah Hextall called her own shot, as described during a 
recent appearance on The Kenny and Renny Show. 

Shortly after last spring’s announcement of ESPN’s return to the rink, the 
network unveiled its roster of reporters and analysts, which included the 
historic hiring of Hextall as the first woman to do NHL play-by-play as 
part of a national television package. With her weekly game calls, Hextall 
is setting a new standard for what hockey sounds like. 

This isn’t the first ‘first’ for Hextall, a longtime broadcaster and former 
host, when it comes to calling hockey games. In 2019, she was the first 
woman to call play-by-play for a men’s NCAA Division-I tournament. In 
2020, she teamed up with colour analyst Cassie Campbell-Pascall and 
longtime host Christine Simpson to mark International Women’s Day with 
Canada’s first English-language all-female broadcast team on Sportsnet, 
supported by a production crew comprised mostly of women. 

In her new role at ESPN, Hextall is joined by fellow female analysts 
Campbell-Pascall, A.J. Mleczko and Hilary Knight, host Linda Cohn, and 
reporters Emily Kaplan and Blake Bolden. 

“I have tons of women who reach out to me who are coming up behind 
me, and they know they can do play-by-play. I didn’t know that [I could do 
it] — even when I was in the broadcast world, I didn’t know that, because 
no females were doing it,” Hextall told hosts Ken Wiebe and Sean 
Reynolds. “And now, [there’s] not only myself, but Kate Scott calling the 
Philadelphia 76ers, we’ve seen Beth Mowins call the NFL, we’ve seen 
Doris Burke [as an analyst in] the NBA. I mean, we’re coming.” 

IN JULY 2018, Gina Kingsbury was handed the reins of a team fresh off 
Olympic heartbreak and four years into a silver streak at the world 
championships. No longer atop the hockey world, it felt like their 
American foes had finally caught up and had secured the upper hand in 
the sport’s fiercest rivalry. There was work to be done. 

Four years later, Kingsbury — a Team Canada alum herself, who won 
gold in 2006 and 2010 — is at the helm of the strongest Team Canada 
we’ve ever seen, one that followed up a perfect outing at the women’s 
world championship last August with the most dominant Olympic outing 
yet. To watch this collection of skaters hit the ice was to see a cohesive 
unit play with equal parts machine-like precision and pure joy. (Even their 
pre-game warmups understood the assignment!) 

The four-year road to redemption was certainly not without its bumps, 
however. Kingsbury’s first world championship as GM in 2019 saw Team 
Canada lose in the semi-final for the first time in the tournament’s three-
decade history. The 2020 tournament was postponed, and then 
cancelled, as one of the first sporting casualties of the COVID-19 
pandemic. By the time they hit the ice last August for the 2021 worlds 
(postponed at the 11th hour last spring), it had been 16 months since the 
world’s top players had suited up in a meaningful best-on-best 
competition. 

As we saw in Beijing, Kingsbury assembled a high-powered offence that 
outscored its opponents by a combined total of 57–10, smartly turned to 
a pair of veteran rearguards to lead a group of dynamic rookies on the 
blue line, and put goaltender Ann-Renée Desbiens back in the spotlight. 
Kingsbury swiftly answered any lingering questions about special teams 
after the world championships revealed a weakness on the power play. 
And she gave us a glimpse of Hockey Canada’s bright future — 10 of 
Canada’s players, including five defenders, made their Olympic debuts in 
Beijing. 

So, what’s next for Kingsbury? This little nugget from a recent (pre-
Olympic) edition of Elliotte Friedman’s 32 Thoughts could certainly be 
something to WATCH: “Post-Olympic name to watch for NHL front-office 
work: Hockey Canada director of operations Gina Kingsbury.” 

Remaining Time -4:58 

Gina Kingsbury on growing women's hockey beyond the Olympics 

WHY DO WE love hockey? 

It’s the stories. The drama. The electrifying plays. And, somewhere in 
there, the personalities. 

That last part may not exactly come naturally to NHLers, but with a 
steady influx of young talent entering the league and a drive to capture 
younger audiences, Heidi Browning is constantly on the lookout for ways 
to not just keep up but to set the standard when it comes to growing the 
game via marketing. 

Last month, Browning and the NHL announced a new partnership with 
TikTok. 

“TikTok is an extremely influential entertainment platform with a growing 
audience of Gen Z users,” Browning said in the press release. TikTok 
has 12.2 billion global viewers, and represents a largely untapped market 
for the league. 

“While highlights are among our most engaging content, through this 
partnership, we hope to reach the broader TikTok community with 
exclusive content that captures the amazing fan experience at NHL 
games and tentpole events, player lifestyle videos, and concerts and 
global livestreams,” she said. 

IN THE SPAN of about two weeks last June, the Toronto Six became a 
PHF powerhouse. 

Between the historic hirings of head coach Mark Joslin and assistant 
Angela James, the re-signing of reigning MVP Mikyla Grant-Mentis and 
the naming of Krysti Clarke as the franchise’s general manager came the 
headline-making homecoming of Scarborough-born defender Saroya 
Tinker in free agency. 

So swift and expansive has Tinker’s impact on the game been, it’s hard 
to believe the 2021–22 season is just her second as a professional 
hockey player. Alongside Grant-Mentis and captain Shiann Darkangelo, 
she’s already one of the faces of the Six, which has emerged as the best 
team in the league and a major success story — a strong template to 
follow for future expansion franchises in the PHF. Toronto is also a 
shining example of how a diverse organization — one that more fully 
reflects the market in which it is played — is not only the right thing but 
great in the standings, too. This week’s sale of the team to an ownership 
group that includes James, former NHLer Anthony Stewart, and coach 
Ted Nolan elevates that idea even more. Clarke’s business acumen also 
helped secure the franchise a lucrative sponsorship with women’s fitness 
gear brand Athleta, of which Tinker has become a leading face. 

“Leading” is a word we see a lot when it comes to Tinker. A powerful 
advocate for and partner of Black Girl Hockey Club, she helped spark its 
mentorship program and has also raised funds for the scholarship 
initiative that helps get young girls of colour into the game. 

Tinker also has a mentorship program of her own, Saroya Strong, which 
helps girls through guest speakers, zoom workouts, group calls and one-
on-one advice for BIPOC youth. In the past year, Tinker has also 
partnered with brands — most recently, she helped design a shoe as part 
of Nike’s Black History Month Future Movement Project — to amplify her 
impact on the game and that of other Black voices in hockey. 

IN THE SUMMER of 2020, Chanel Keenan wrote a personal blog post 
titled “Please, Remember Me,” describing her love of hockey and how it 
felt to know the sport didn’t always love her back. It didn’t take long for 
that post to capture the attention of Becca Elliott, director of digital & fan 
experience for the Kraken, or for the expansion club to hire Keenan as an 
intersectionality consultant — the first such role in the NHL. She has 
been taking the hockey world by storm ever since. 

Keenan, who was born with a genetic bone disease called osteogenesis 
imperfecta and uses a power wheelchair, works tirelessly to help make 
hockey a more inclusive place for women, people of colour, and those 
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with disabilities. She played an integral role in Seattle’s arena experience 
strategies and has quickly become a leading voice for positive change — 
one of the most valuable in the game today. 

YOU WON’T OFTEN see Mary-Kay Messier in hockey’s spotlight — it’s 
her job to put others centre-stage, equipping them (often literally) with the 
tools they need for success. Over the course of her decade-long career 
with Bauer Hockey, she’s worked to elevate women’s place in the game, 
and that’s evident in her campaigns where women are well-represented 
alongside men’s hockey players. 

Last week, Messier and Bauer announced a partnership with Black Girl 
Hockey Club that will see the gear company donate $100,000 worth of 
equipment in support of its efforts to diversify hockey at the ground level. 

Messier is also a staunch supporter and powerful voice within and 
around the PWHPA, working behind the scenes to help coordinate stops 
on the Dream Gap Tour and also sponsoring the Boston-based team. 

“IT WAS THE BEST of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was 
the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of 
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” 

That’s Charles Dickens, writing about Buffalo in January, probably. 

Okay, in all seriousness, Buffalo’s men’s pro sports scene really did feel 
like a tale of two cities to open the new calendar year. While Kim and 
Terry Pegula’s Buffalo Bills gifted us with the greatest football game 
we’ve even seen in their Divisional Round thriller against Kansas City, 
their other team — over which Kim has presided as president since being 
appointed in 2018 — continued to find new ways to flounder and fall 
down the standings. 

The Sabres’ struggles since the Pegulas purchased the franchise in 2011 
are well-documented, and one was among the biggest sports stories of 
the past year: the long, drawn-out saga between Jack Eichel and the 
team that came to a boiling point last spring before simmering all 
summer. 

Now, with Eichel in Vegas, a few more picks in their coffers in exchange, 
and another first-overall selection in their system after taking Owen 
Powers last July, another fresh start has been forced upon Sabres fans. 
Pegula is in a position to set a winning culture, at last, but she’ll have to 
earn back the trust of the Sabres first. 

AT THE FOREFRONT of sport is where you’ll find Meghan Chayka, the 
co-founder and co-CEO of Toronto-based hockey analytics company 
Stathletes. 

The sporting world is bracing for a boom in betting next month as Ontario 
officially legalizes single-game betting following the federal greenlight last 
August. That means more data is likely headed our way as part of a 
major shift in the landscape. The way we watch hockey could be 
changing soon with the addition of play-by-play statistical breakdowns 
and probabilities. 

Despite their widespread use, data-driven analytics are still often met 
with resistance among a large part of the hockey fanbase, but Chayka’s 
ongoing work in making this information more accessible is opening 
doors for more people to view hockey through an analytical lens as a way 
to further their understanding of the game. 

Her work with the PHF, providing stats for the league, is bringing more 
resources and more eyes to the women’s game. 

ON OCT. 16 in Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza, home of the AHL’s 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins, referee Katie Guay dropped the puck 
at centre ice to commence the Penguins’ season against the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms, and made history. 

Guay’s assignment made her the first woman to officiate a regular-
season AHL game. A few days earlier, the league released its roster of 
on-ice officials for the 2021–22 season, which included 10 women in the 
rotation. Referees Kelly Cooke, Samantha Hiller, Jacqueline Zee 
Howard, Elizabeth Mantha, Amanda Tassoni and Laura White have all 
since worked AHL games, as have linespersons Alexandra Clarke, 
Kendall Hanley and Kirsten Welsh. 

Back in 2020, in the wake of NHL All-Star history as one of four women 
to call an NHL All-Star event (alongside Cooke, Hanley, and Welsh), 
Guay mused about what it will take for female officials to break into the 
NHL: “Getting to the NHL is not an easy task — for players and officials. 
There are so many great players out there and so many great officials, 
and making it to the top is certainly difficult,” said Guay, who also 
officiates in the PHF and serves as the league’s director of compliance 
and safety. “So I think it’s just a matter of the first female having the 
experience and proving the ability to compete at that level.” 

She and her peers are now one step closer. 

Mikyla Grant-Mentis, Toronto Six Forward 

In her first complete season with the PHF, Mikyla Grant-Mentis had just 
seven games of a COVID-shortened season to make her mark on the 
league, but that proved to be more than enough to declare her 
Newcomer Of The Year and MVP. Now, for her second act after re-
signing with her hometown team in Toronto, the Brampton-born forward 
leads the league in points (28 in 16 games), assists (17) and game-
winning goals (five). She’ll be one to watch as the league embarks on 
what should be a wild post-season weekend later this month. 

Sarah Fillier, Team Canada Forward 

Anyone who watched Team Canada’s dominant run at the women’s 
worlds last August and Olympic Games last month already knows what 
Fillier brings to the game. So veteran-like was her presence in the lineup, 
it’s easy to forget the 21-year-old is still in college. She has two years of 
NCAA eligibility left with Princeton after stepping away from the program 
to pursue a place on the Canadian national team, and this fall the captain 
will return with the Tigers – and likely bring a big new audience with her. 
With the momentum of the women’s game right now and reports of the 
PWHPA making strides in its mission to launch a league, it’s an 
interesting idea to think that Fillier might be part of the first group of 
players to step out of college upon graduation and into a professional 
league as envisioned by so many of her national team peers. 

Kenzie Lalonde, Broadcaster 

With a more-established pipeline in place for women to get into the 
broadcast booth, we’re also seeing more women ready to call the shots 
as play-by-play analysts. Lalonde is one of them. She made history in 
March 2021 when she became the first woman to call a televised QMJHL 
game on TV. Her versatility as a broadcaster was on full display in 
August as she called play-by-play for Group B games at the women’s 
worlds, and, last month, as she reported rinkside during the women’s 
Olympic hockey tournament. 

Jade Iginla, Team Canada U-18 Forward 

The cancellation of the 2022 IIHF Women’s World U-18 Championship, 
originally scheduled for January, exposed once again the inequalities that 
exist in the hockey world at various levels, especially as we saw men’s 
tournaments continue. (The 2022 men’s world juniors was allowed to 
start in December, but was cut short due to COVID outbreaks.) The 
rescheduling of the tournament for June means we’ll finally get a glimpse 
of some of the next generation’s brightest stars. That group includes 
Jade Iginla, who is about to forge her own path on the international stage 
while following in her father Jarome’s footprints as a dynamic winger. 
She’s committed to Brown University in the Fall. 

Dayton O’Donoghue, Toronto Jr. Aeros Forward 

She’s a Toronto Jr. Aeros star, a stick-handling phenom, a recent NHL 
All-Star attendee, a member of the NHL’s youth advisory board, and the 
new face of Bauer Hockey’s latest campaign. There’s no doubting that 
the 16-year-old is the future of the game. A mentee of Saroya Tinker and 
a Black Girl Hockey Club scholarship recipient, O’Donoghue is a star 
who’s clearly only just getting started. 
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The Toronto Maple Leafs (optional) and Seattle Kraken skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Tuesday.  

In the third period on Monday night, Auston Matthews and Michael 
Bunting simultaneously swung at a loose puck in front of the Columbus 
net. The puck went in, and both celebrated like they scored.  

"We were actually arguing about who put it in," Matthews told reporters 
afterwards. "We were arguing back and forth, jokingly, and then we were 
just like, 'Ah, whatever, it's a big goal for our team. Who cares?'" 

    BUNTS BANGS IT HOME! #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/HdYVkNk2Lr 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 8, 2022 

Toronto's top line has been scoring a lot of big goals of late and the off-
ice chemistry between Matthews and Bunting is a big reason why.  

"I heard the two just bickering back and forth," linemate Mitch Marner 
said of Monday's great goal debate. "It's kind of like a divorced couple, to 
be honest, sometimes with those two. It's funny." 

"Having that type of banter and that type of chemistry is important," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "It makes you excited to play with a guy and when 
things are good things are usually really good because you're feeding off 
that energy. It also allows you to have difficult conversations and push 
and challenge each other at the same time." 

    I love Bunting and Matthews pic.twitter.com/SqoUD9dhEP 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 8, 2022 

Matthews and Bunting have different backgrounds and took different 
paths to the National Hockey League. Matthews, a 24-year-old Arizona 
native, was the first-overall pick in 2016 and immediately made a splash 
with the Leafs. Bunting, a 26-year-old from Scarborough, Ont., is a late 
bloomer who only played 26 NHL games before this season.  

But the pair do share a tie to the desert. Bunting played for the Arizona 
Coyotes and their American Hockey League affiliate in Tucson the last 
five seasons.  

"It helps that Bunts was in AZ and they kind of know the same people," 
Marner said. "From the start they hit it off." 

Morgan Rielly feels the friendship is a sign of Matthews evolving as a 
leader.  

"Auston's grown a lot just in his off-ice demeanour," Rielly said. "He takes 
that role very seriously. A guy comes into a new team and there's an 
opportunity that he may play on his line, so Auston took a lot of time 
during training camp to spend time with Michael. They had a bond right 
away and I give Auston some credit there. He took that upon himself to 
make that happen."  

It also helps that Bunting is no shrinking violet. On the ice, he's in the 
middle of everything. Off the ice, he's a motormouth.  

"It speaks to Bunts' personality that he just puts himself out there and is 
an engaging guy," said Keefe, who also coached Bunting in the Ontario 
Hockey League. "The fact that [chemistry's] developed in such a short 
period of time – just this first season being together – is great for us." 

Bunting got credit for the debated goal on Monday. He leads all NHL 
rookies in goals (20) and points (45).  

"I don't want to be taking goals away from him," Bunting told reporters 
after the game. "He's [in] a race." 

"We'll see if that comes back to haunt Matts," Marner said with a smile. 
"Hopefully it doesn't. Hopefully we make sure he keeps getting more."  

Matthews did score earlier in the game on Monday night. He's now up to 
40 goals, which leads the league. He's two up on Edmonton's Leon 
Draisaitl and New York's Chris Kreider.  

"Some of the stuff he does, I kind of just giggle to myself mid-game," 
Bunting said. "It's pretty remarkable. He's such an exceptional player." 

'Bickering like a divorced couple' Matthews-Bunting bond growing on and 
off the ice 

Auston Matthews and Michael Bunting were seen having a fun argument 
on the bench after Bunting's 20th goal of the season. They weigh in on 
the play, and their teammates also discuss the importance of 
relationships on and off the ice and how that has helped drive their 
success this season. 

--- 

Jack Campbell allowed five goals on 28 shots in a loss to the Vancouver 
Canucks on Saturday. It was the latest setback for the embattled goalie, 
who is searching to find his game. Keefe likes how Campbell got back to 
work at Sunday's practice.  

"You want to see how he'll react," Keefe said. "How's he going to be 
today? Is he going to be down in the dumps? Is he going to be tired? Is 
he going to be showing signs of a guy who's stressed? It was the 
opposite. He looked to me like he was coming in wanting to do work, 
wanting to show well. He was playing at the top of his crease. I don't 
know if he let in a goal in that practice, at least when I was watching, and 
that was a really good sign that he's just going to continue to fight and 
compete. We want him to be aggressive and confident in himself. I feel 
good about putting him back in tonight." 

"He's been good," Marner said. "You haven't really noticed a difference in 
his attitude at all." 

How are teammates supporting Campbell?  

"You let him set the tone and read off him," Rielly said. "I don't think 
there's anything going on that's unusual. He's been working hard and 
feels like he has to find his game ... I don't think he gets too down on 
himself. I think he holds himself to a very high standard and I think that's 
a great thing in a teammate." 

Campbell stopped 23 of 25 shots to earn a win in Seattle on Feb. 14. 

Campbell looks to bounce back against the Kraken 

The Maple Leafs welcome the Kraken into town for the second half of a 
back-to-back, which means Jack Campbell will get another start between 
the pipes as he looks to regain his form. 

--- 

Jake Muzzin skated for about 40 minutes on Tuesday morning. It's the 
first time we've seen the defenceman on the ice since he sustained a 
concussion on Feb. 21.  

"He's been feeling good for a little while now, so it's not a big surprise to 
anybody," said Keefe. "He's been around our group on practice days. It's 
a good part of his progression, for sure. We're happy to see him out 
there." 

There is no set timeline for his return to game action.  

"It's whenever he's ready," said Keefe. 

Muzzin also sustained a concussion in January.  

"It is a great step forward," said Marner, who describes Muzzin as a big 
brother to him. "Hopefully everything gets healed up quickly but, at the 
same time, it's a precious thing, your head, so you got to make sure 
you're doing all the right things." 

Muzzin returns to the ice, no timetable set for return 

Jake Muzzin skated by himself on Tuesday as he makes his way back 
from a concussion. Sheldon Keefe says he wasn't surprised to see the 
defenceman out there, but has no timetable for a possible return. 

--- 

The Kraken signed leading scorer Jared McCann to a five-year extension 
worth $25-million on Monday.  

"A lot of pressure off my shoulders," said McCann, who has 33 points in 
50 games. "Now, I can just focus on playing hockey. It's a huge honour to 
get that deal and be a part of this for the future ... It's more motivation 
than pressure. It's not going to change me at all." 
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The 25-year-old from Stratford, Ont., has already played for four NHL 
teams in his young career (Vancouver, Florida, Pittsburgh and Seattle) 
and is eager to lay down roots.  

"I feel like it happened pretty quickly," McCann said of the negotiations. 
"We talked for a couple weeks and got something rolling. I really wanted 
some term to be able to be in a place for a while and they were 
accommodating ... I've rented my whole career in the NHL and to maybe 
be able to own something would take a lot of weight off my shoulders." 

In an alternate universe, McCann may have been looking into Toronto 
real estate. The Leafs acquired the forward from Pittsburgh in the lead-up 
to the expansion draft in the summer.  

"My buddies don't let me forget about it, that's for sure," McCann said 
with a smile. "I was a Leaf for 72 hours there. It was pretty funny." 

The Leafs opted to protect four defencemen in the expansion draft to 
ensure Justin Holl wasn't plucked from the roster. General manager Kyle 
Dubas wanted some insurance in case Alex Kerfoot was selected and 
was up front with McCann right away.  

For a moment, though, McCann thought he'd be staying in Toronto. A 
leaked video that created a buzz on social media the day before the 
expansion draft showed the Kraken selecting Kerfoot.   

"I saw that and called my agent right away," McCann recalled. "I was like, 
'Oh it looks like I'm staying in Toronto' ... A lot of people jumped the gun 
and thought I'd be a Leaf ... Things happen for a reason, and I'm meant 
to be in Seattle." 

McCann on 72-hours as a Leaf: 'My buddies won't let me live it down' 

Jared McCann was a Maple Leaf for 72-hours before the Kraken claimed 
him in the expansion draft. He discusses that timeframe and says Kyle 
Dubas gave him a heads up on what the plan was. He also touches on 
his new deal that keeps him in Seattle for five years. 

--- 

Ondrej Kase skated on Tuesday morning and will be a game-time 
decision. The winger has missed the past four games with an upper-body 
injury.  

Rasmus Sandin also skated, but the defenceman is expected to miss a 
third straight game as he recovers from a non-COVID illness.  

"He's still not quite at 100 per cent," Keefe said. "He's probably fine 
enough to play, but not himself quite yet. We'll probably have him out 
again."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kase GTD; Sandin likely out again 

Ondrej Kase took the morning skate and will be a game-time decision 
tonight against the Kraken, while it appears Rasmus Sandin still isn't 
good enough to suit up. Mark Masters has more on the Maple Leafs as 
they prepare for the second half of a back-to-back. 
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