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It’s a No. 1 vs No. 2 matchup as Hurricanes host Colorado Avalanche at PNC Arena 

By Chip Alexander 

Teuvo Teravainen had two goals in barely two minutes in the 
third period, spurring a Carolina Hurricanes comeback, but it 
wasn’t enough against the Colorado Avalanche that night. 

Samuel Girard’s goal with 2:37 left in regulation gave the Avs 
a 3-2 victory. The Canes skated off the ice at PNC Arena 
after the tough loss two points out of a wild-card playoff 
position in the Eastern Conference, facing a six-game road 
trip. 

That was Feb. 28, 2020, and it would be the last game 
played at PNC Arena in 2020 as the looming threat of 
COVID-19 quickly mushroomed into a coronavirus 
pandemic. The NHL announced in March 2020 that it would 
“pause” the regular season. No one could imagine what was 
ahead. 

More than two years later, the Avalanche is back in Raleigh 
for the first time — and for a big game. The Avs will come 
into PNC Arena on Thursday with the best points percentage 
in the NHL (.750) to face a Canes team that’s second (.741). 

“It’s a team that’s just loaded,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “They’ve got all the firepower 
in the world.” 

True enough. The Avs (41-12-5) have a load of talent and no 
discernible weak spots. They also have one of the most 
dynamic young stars in the league in defenseman Cale 
Makar. 

“When he first came in, from his first shift, you could tell he 
was going to be a very special player,” Canes defenseman 
Ian Cole said Wednesday. 

Cole should know. He was there for it. He played for the 
Avalanche for two full seasons and was paired a few games 
with Makar. He sat next to him in the locker room. 

“He’s the type of player that he’s so athletic and such an 
amazing skater that he could make mistakes, turn around 
and catch pretty much anyone in the league,” Cole said. “He 
can turn those mistakes into good defensive plays or even 
turn those back the other way and go create offense, which 
is very unique.” 

Makar is creating a lot of offense. He has 21 goals and 65 
points in 54 games. To put it another way, the Calgary native 
would be the leading scorer for the Canes — center 
Sebastian Aho has 58 points in 53 games. 

Makar, 23, will come into Thursday’s game with 13-game 
point streak, scoring his 21st goal and adding an assist 

Tuesday in the Avs’ 5-3 road loss at New Jersey. Makar has 
assists in all 13 games, breaking a franchise record set by 
Joe Sakic in 1991-92. 

“He’s got all the tools and he’s a great thinker,” Cole said 
before comparing Makar to Michael Jordan. “He has a very 
unique mindset that is almost ‘Jordanesque’ but maybe not 
that big of a (jerk).” 

“His entire life is focused on winning,” Cole added. “It’s about 
winning hockey games and being the best player he can be.” 

Avs center Nathan MacKinnon is that competitive, too, Cole 
said. Add in such players as Gabe Landeskog, Mikko 
Rantanen and Nazem Kadri and it’s a team that’s the class 
of the Western Conference and should challenge for the 
Stanley Cup again this season. 

The Avs trail only the Florida Panthers in goals per game 
(3.91) this season. The Canes, in contrast, lead the NHL in 
fewest goals allowed per game (2.39) while averaging 3.39 
goals. Carolina’s special teams could be the difference 
Thursday — the Canes top the league in penalty-killing (88.9 
percent) and are second on the power play (25.9). 

The Canes (39-12-5), after taking Tuesday off, have three 
games in the next four days. They returned to PNC Arena for 
a 45-minute practice session Wednesday that ended with 
some extra skating. 

There figures to be a lot of skating Thursday night as two of 
the fastest teams in the NHL go at it. 

“There are certain games on the calendar that add a little 
juice,” Brind’Amour said. “What brings out the best most 
times in a game is that you understand as a player that if you 
don’t play your best, you can be embarrassed. You don’t 
want that. When you play a team like this, there is no margin 
for error.” 

Of note 

Brind’Amour said defenseman Tony DeAngelo skated 
Wednesday for the first time since his upper-body injury but 
was still “a ways away” from returning. DeAngelo has missed 
the past six games. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Colorado Avalanche 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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Practice Report: Saved The Best For Last 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - There's only one team in the NHL that the 
Carolina Hurricanes have yet to play this season. 

Any quick guesses? 

For those of you that either knew or quickly put two and two 
together, the Colorado Avalanche are the correct answer. 

That will change tomorrow night as the two sides get 
together at PNC Arena, and ahead of that, the Canes 
returned to practice Wednesday. 

After a set of days off the ice, the team's first since the All-
Star break, the rest was certainly welcomed at this juncture 
of the season. 

"Even days where we come in and get a bike ride in, and not 
have to put our equipment on is a nice break," Ian Cole 
shared after practice with a smile. "We still came in, had a 
good work day on Monday, watched a little bit of video, got a 
little better in that sense and hit it pretty hard today." 

Today's effort featured Frederik Andersen back with the 
group, rejoining the unit after not dressing for Sunday's win 
over Seattle. Alex Lyon was recalled on an emergency basis 
from Chicago on Saturday night to back up Antti Raanta after 
it was announced that Andersen would was not feeling 
100%, but Lyon has since been reassigned back to the 
club's American Hockey League affiliate. 

In addition to Andersen being on the ice, so was Brendan 
Smith, who has been out with an upper-body injury since 
February 20. Smith was also a participant in Sunday's 
morning skate as he works his way back from injury. While 
this does not mean he is ready to rejoin the lineup tomorrow, 
it is still a welcomed sight for the defender. 

When the skate got underway, there were no structural 
changes to the team's lineup from Sunday's victory. The 
lines and defensive pairs, listed below, remained in tact. 

As far as tomorrow's challenge goes, the Avs make their way 
to Raleigh after having played two games on the east coast 
already this week. The team squeaked out a 5-4 victory over 
the Islanders on Monday, but then fell to the New Jersey 
Devils by a score of 5-3 on Tuesday. Despite the defeat, 
their 87 points lead the NHL, four ahead of the Eastern 
Conference co-leaders, Carolina and Florida. 

What's made Colorado so successful this season? 

In a lot of ways they're the complete package, however, in 
pinpointing one aspect, their ability to score is among the 
best in the league. Led by Nazem Kadri's 72 points in 55 
games, the forward is one of five skaters on the team that 
has over a point-per-game. 

"We know they're a good team. They've got all the firepower 
in the world and it's going to be a big challenge for us," Rod 
Brind'Amour shared after practice. "The team has no 
weaknesses. They are where they are for a reason, it's that 
simple." 

Not all five skaters that are better than a point-per-game 
come from their group up front though, as Norris Trophy 
candidate Cale Makar paces all NHL defensemen with his 65 
points in 54 games. 

"There's nothing he doesn't do," Brind'Amour continued. 
"From a defense position, he's always able to be in the rush 
and he makes everyone who he is on the ice with better. 
He's pretty dynamic. He can get up, get back, defend. He's 
world class." 

Their 230 goals as a team rank second only to Florida, 
coming out to an average of 3.91 per contest. 

Tomorrow night's contest is the third in a four-game home 
stand for the Canes, as they'll host Philadelphia Saturday 
afternoon at 3 p.m. and then quickly travel to Pittsburgh for a 
Sunday 1 p.m. bout. 

Don't forget to change your manual clocks in between those 
games though. 
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Super 16: Avalanche remain No. 1; Stars return to power rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The Dallas Stars are back in the NHL.com Super 16 power 
rankings this week after dropping out last week. 

The Stars, in at No. 16, had a four-game winning streak end 
with a 2-1 loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. They 
are 14-5-1 since Jan. 20. 

The Washington Capitals made the biggest jump this week, 
climbing three spots to No. 12 with a three-game winning 
streak. 

The slumping Vegas Golden Knights fell the furthest, down 
three to No. 15. Vegas is 4-6-1 since Feb. 9, averaging 2.09 
goals per game and going 10.7 percent on the power play. 

The Colorado Avalanche are No. 1 for the seventh 
consecutive week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each. 

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (41-12-5) 

Total points: 222 

Last week: No. 1 

Cale Makar has scored 21 points (three goals, 18 assists) in 
his active 13-game point streak, the longest by a 
defenseman in Avalanche/Quebec Nordiques history. He has 
at least one assist in each of the 13 games, the fifth longest 
assist streak in NHL history at the position and four games 
from tying Paul Coffey's record of 17 from Nov. 27, 1985 to 
Jan. 2, 1986. 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (39-12-5) 

Total points: 203 

Last week: No. 3 

Teuvo Teravainen has scored 14 points (five goals, nine 
assists) in 12 games since the forward returned to the lineup 
Feb. 10 after missing four games with a lower-body injury 
from Jan. 29-Feb. 8. 

3. FLORIDA PANTHERS (39-13-5) 

Total points: 192 

Last week: No. 4 

The Panthers have won four in a row, outscoring opponents 
19-6 and 7-0 on special teams. Anthony Duclair has scored 
in each of his past three games and the forward has 23 goals 
in 49 games, tying his NHL career high set playing 66 games 
for the Ottawa Senators in 2019-20. 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (37-13-6) 

Total points: 190 

Last week: No. 2 

Forward Nikita Kucherov has scored 30 points (10 goals, 20 
assists) in 21 games. Victor Hedman has scored three goals 
in his past two games and six points (three goals, three 
assists) in his past three. He's third in scoring among 
defensemen with 57 points (14 goals, 43 assists) in 56 
games. 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (34-15-7) 

Total points: 154 

Last week: No. 5 

Elias Lindholm leads the NHL with 15 goals in 15 games 
since Feb. 2. The forward has scored 29 goals in 56 games 
this season, tied with his NHL career high set playing 70 
games in 2019-20. He leads the Flames with 104 goals in 
263 games since the start of the 2018-19 season. 

6. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (37-16-4) 

Total points: 149 

Last week: No. 6 

Auston Matthews leads the NHL with 43 goals, including his 
third hat trick of the season in a 6-4 win against the Seattle 
Kraken on Tuesday. The forward, who has scored six goals 
in his past three games, is on pace for 63 this season. The 
NHL hasn't had a 60-goal scorer since Lightning forward 
Steven Stamkos scored 60 in 2011-12. 

7. NEW YORK RANGERS (36-16-5) 

Total points: 146 

Last week: No. 9 

Igor Shesterkin is 15-2-1 with a 1.70 goals-against average, 
.950 save percentage and two shutouts since Dec. 31, 
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including 8-1-1 with a 1.48 GAA and .957 save percentage 
since Jan. 30. He has allowed two goals or fewer in nine of 
his past 10 starts. 

8. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (34-15-9) 

Total points: 138 

Last week: No. 7 

Sidney Crosby has scored points in seven consecutive 
games (five goals, five assists), including a goal and an 
assist in each of his past three. The center has scored at 
least one point in 14 of his past 15 games and at least two in 
10 of 19 since Jan. 21. 

9. BOSTON BRUINS (34-18-5) 

Total points: 100 

Last week: No. 10 

The Bruins are 7-1-1 since Feb. 19 despite a net power-play 
percentage of 15.8 percent (4-for-19 with one shorthanded 
goal against). Craig Smith has scored five goals in his past 
three games, including a hat trick in a 5-2 win at the Vegas 
Golden Knights on March 3. The forward scored six goals in 
his first 47 games this season. 

10. ST. LOUIS BLUES (32-17-7) 

Total points: 96 

Last week: No. 8 

The Blues have lost four in a row (0-3-1), scoring seven 
goals, since winning four in a row and scoring 19 goals from 
Feb. 19-27. 

11. MINNESOTA WILD (33-19-3) 

Total points: 76 

Last week: No. 11 

The Wild are 16.1 percent on the power play and 56.7 
percent on the penalty kill in 11 games since Feb. 16. Not 
surprisingly, they are 3-8-0. They were 1-for-1 on the man-
advantage in a 5-2 win against the Rangers on Tuesday. 

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (31-18-10) 

Total points: 73 

Last week: No. 15 

Alex Ovechkin tied Jaromir Jagr for third in NHL history when 
he scored his 766th goal in a 5-4 win against the Calgary 
Flames on Tuesday. It was an empty-net goal and the game-
winning goal, his 120th in the NHL, which is also third in NHL 
history behind Jagr (135) and Gordie Howe (121). 

13. LOS ANGELES KINGS (32-19-7) 

Total points: 61 

Last week: No. 14 

The Kings are 10-1-3 in games decided by one goal since 
Dec. 11; they were 4-5-4 in their first 13. They are 21-6-3 
against the Eastern Conference with two games left, home 
against the Panthers on March 13 and Columbus Blue 
Jackets on April 16. 

14. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (32-20-4) 

Total points: 42 

Last week: No. 13 

Roman Josi is second among defensemen with 15 goals and 
tied with Aaron Ekblad of the Panthers with 60 points, behind 
Makar (21 goals, 65 points) in each category. Josi has 
scored seven points (one goal, six assists) in his past three 
games, including four assists in an 8-0 win against the San 
Jose Sharks on March 5. 

15. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (32-22-4) 

Total points: 37 

Last week: No. 12 

Jack Eichel has scored seven points (three goals, four 
assists) in 10 games since the center made his season debut 
with the Golden Knights on Feb. 16. 

16. DALLAS STARS (32-21-3) 

Total points: 23 

Last week: NR 

Jake Oettinger is 10-3-1 with a 1.93 GAA, .936 save 
percentage and one shutout in 15 games (14 starts) since 
Jan. 24. 

Others receiving points: Edmonton Oilers 1, Vancouver 
Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Oilers (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Los Angeles Kings; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Nashville Predators; 
16. Dallas Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Los Angeles 
Kings; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
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1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Vegas 
Golden Knights 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Vegas 
Golden Knights 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles 
Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. St. 
Louis Blues 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 

Washington Capitals; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Minnesota Wild; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Los 
Angeles Kings; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Dallas Stars. 
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Junior-hockey GM’s second chance helped Kraken’s Mark Giordano reach 1,000 NHL 
games  

By Geoff Baker  

Inside the NHL 

TORONTO — Michael Futa likes to joke about making his 
entire hockey management career off two guys he felt were 
given up on too soon. 

It’s a well-worn theme in sports: Teenagers funneled through 
elite specialization programs and then overlooked because 
intangibles aren’t valued as highly as still-developing skills 
and physical attributes. Toronto-based Futa, 54, last 
Saturday saw two such overlooked players he’d given 
second chances play their 1,000th NHL game on the same 
night in different cities. 

Three nights later Futa was in the Scotiabank Arena stands 
to see Kraken captain Mark Giordano and Toronto Maple 
Leafs alternate captain Wayne Simmonds squaring off. The 
players, who both grew up in the Toronto area, met Futa 
outside their dressing rooms for a postgame photo, knowing 
they largely owe their careers to somebody who understood 
that teenage athletes can grow into much more. 

“They just needed someone to open the door for them,” Futa 
said. “There was talent there. It’s not like I found them in a 
pawnshop. They’re good players. It’s just, they needed an 
opportunity.” 

And Futa, as general manager of the Owen Sound Attack of 
the junior-level Ontario Hockey League, was positioned to 
give one out. Futa the previous year had gotten a tip on a 
local player who’d dominated “AA” hockey at the U-17 level 
after being cut by an “AAA” team because the coach thought 
he was too small. 

That player, Giordano, wound up going undrafted by OHL 
teams. So Giordano was instead playing Tier-II Junior “A” 
hockey for the Brampton Capitals during the 2001-02 
season. 

By May 2002, Futa was hired as Owen Sound’s GM and saw 
Giordano was still out there. Futa went to Giordano’s home 
to meet the family and make his pitch. 

“He came, and my mom made him a meal,” Giordano said. “I 
guess he just liked me. I was a young offensive defenseman, 
and I had to learn to play the game way better defensively. 
And I did.” 

Giordano was being recruited to play Division I hockey at 
Ferris State University in Michigan. But Futa tipped the 
scales by offering to have Owen Sound pay for Giordano’s 
future education at York University in Toronto.  

At the time, the OHL was still viewed as a more surefire 
route to the NHL than the NCAA. 

“I owe ‘Futes’ a lot in my career,” Giordano said. “He 
believed in me when not a lot of people did.” 

Giordano is the first to admit he was a “late bloomer” in an 
elite hockey system with little room for slow growth. It was 
only once he got to Owen Sound that Futa and coach Mike 
Stothers taught him “to become a pro and play like a pro and 
play the right way.” 

He added: “At some point, somebody has to like you along 
the way.” 

A similar thing happened four years later with Simmonds, 
who had been cut after a tryout with the OHL’s Mississauga 
Ice Dogs and was playing Junior A hockey in Brockville. Futa 
got a chance to see Simmonds play and — rather than focus 
on what he looked like then at age 17 — tried to envision 
what type of player he could become. 

“Once they get comfortable with their bodies, from their work 
in the gym, then all of their natural traits just start to come 
out,” Futa said. “Wayne Simmonds, when I got him, he was 
155 pounds and fighting everybody he could see. So for him 
to be that powerful at 155 — you can assume he’ll never be 
220, but once you get him to 175 or 180, he’s going to be 
making a mess of people. And that’s what he did.  

“He plays so hard,” Futa added. “He’s probably cost himself 
millions of dollars getting to 1,000 games in that body. To 
play the way he did is a modern miracle.”  

In Giordano’s case: “He just got himself leaner and faster 
and stronger, and everything else came into place. And then 
his natural leadership tendencies took over.” 

Futa parlayed some of his junior-hockey successes into a job 
as co-director of amateur scouting for the Los Angeles Kings 
by 2007. He was responsible for helping build much of the 
core of the Kings’ first Stanley Cup championship team in 
2012 when they were being run by a president named Tim 
Leiweke.  

Later, after Leiweke left and eventually co-founded the Oak 
View Group that developed Climate Pledge Arena and 
helped launch the Kraken, Futa moved his way up the Kings’ 
organizational ladder to assistant GM. 

But he left the team last year when his contract wasn’t 
renewed. He is a senior consultant to the Carolina 
Hurricanes and does analyst work for Sportsnet in Toronto. 
There was a time when Futa was rumored to be a candidate 
for a front-office position with the Kraken given his 
acquaintance with Leiweke. 

That never materialized. He’d like to become a GM 
someday, but like two of his favorite NHL players, that might 
require someone to lend a guiding hand the way he once did. 
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For now he’ll settle for the postgame photo taken beneath 
the stands Tuesday with Giordano and Simmonds, knowing 
he helped them by going beyond what’s expected within a 
system designed to weed out players earlier than they’re 
sometimes ready. 

“You don’t just watch the game,” Futa said. “Anybody that 
sits down with Mark Giordano and Wayne Simmonds is 
going to see character, is going to see that. There is just 
character oozing from them, from their families. From 
everything about them. And they have a passion and a want 
to succeed that — they’re never going to let you down.”  
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: As the Trade Deadline Nears, Teams’ Plans Solidify 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 83 Points (29-13-5) 

With the Carolina Hurricanes’ win over the Seattle Kraken on 
Sunday, the Canes now have an 11-game home point 
streak. More importantly, the Canes now have a 7-1-2 record 
in their last 10 games, completely turning around from the 1-
2-2 record they started the month of February with. They 
were also able to come away with a 2-1-0 record where they 
had three games in four days with a dud to start the busy 
span. 

The Canes have also been able to do this with slowing 
production from some of the regulars in Vincent Trocheck 
and Martin Necas, as well as being without top-scoring 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo. Previously, Carolina has been 
stymied by the lack of secondary scoring in the playoffs and 
has become a huge point of emphasis from fans and the 
front office. While other players have struggled to score 
recently, Jordan Staal has been able to burst through his 
scoring slump and now has five goals in his last eight games 
and 10 total points in his last 13 games. 

With Necas getting his first goal in 18 games, he may have 
gotten the monkey off his back and could see the net get 
bigger in the coming games. Now the Canes will hope to get 
Seth Jarvis going again, as the rookie hasn’t scored a goal 
since Jan. 21. However, when other players are scoring the 
greater pressure to perform is lower, but his lack of 
production has seen his TOI fall from 15:00 per game to 
10:00 per game in the last three weeks.  

2. New York Rangers: 77 Points (36-16-5) 

The New York Rangers lost 5-2 against the Minnesota Wild 
Tuesday night with Alexandar Georgiev in net. Georgiev now 
has a record of 7-8-2, which means half of the Rangers 
regulations losses have come with Georgiev in net. Coming 
into the season the Rangers looked at Georgiev as a key 
trade piece for the team at the deadline as a pending 
restricted free agent. This year has been the worst of his 
career and has only hurt his trade value. Now the Rangers 
are trying to posture for a long run to the playoffs and may 
not have a solid backup in net. 

It’s important to remember that goalies are a lot like ace 
pitchers in the MLB. They are headcases that need to be in 
rhythm and certain types of goalies prefer different setups. 
Trust me, my brother is a goalie who struggles in any game 
where he doesn’t see 50 shots against (they’re insane). Prior 
to this year when Georgiev saw significant time in 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021, he was above .900 as a goalie and saw two 
of his best seasons when he played more than 30 games in 
2018-19 and 2019-20. It begs to differ that he may be a 
better starter than a backup, however, the Rangers will not 
get starter value from him after a sub .900 save percentage 
this season.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 77 Points (35-15-9) 

Brock McGinn played his 400th NHL game Tuesday night 
against the Florida Panthers. He also received a great 
welcome home against the Canes Friday. McGinn has 
quickly evolved into a fan favorite again in Pittsburgh which 
included a breakaway goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
While Cane fans may miss McGinn, he still only has 17 
points this season in 55 games played. This was always an 
issue for the Canes, they always needed someone who can 
produce at a higher rate. While not everyone will block shots, 
it's easier to replace someone who can, and it's harder to 
find goals. 

With the Penguins’ back-to-back losses, they now sit behind 
the New York Rangers for third place in the division. In their 
last eight games, they have a record of just 3-4-1 and their 
next two games come against the Vegas Golden Knights and 
the Carolina Hurricanes. Both the Rangers and the Penguins 
have played more games than the Canes and sit six points 
behind Carolina. The main battle will come down to who is 
second and who is third in the Metro with the Rangers for 
home ice in the first round.  

4. Washington Capitals: 71 Points (31-18-9) 

Two weeks ago, the Washington Capitals lost forward Carl 
Hagelin to a significant eye injury at the end of practice. He 
underwent successful surgery last week and is now listed out 
indefinitely and has been added to LTIR. There is a larger 
concern for Hagelin that goes beyond his ability to return to 
the ice. The Caps now also lost Joe Snively for four-to-six 
weeks from wrist surgery and has been placed on injured 
reserve. Snively has only played 12 games this season but 
has four goals and three assists this season.  

The losses have been mitigated by the return of Anthony 
Mantha who has is playing on the second line with Nicklas 
Backstrom and T.J. Oshie. The Caps will have to re-work 
their top penalty kill unit. Hagelin logged the second most 
time of Caps forwards with 1:54 while down a man. Their PK 
is currently ranked 12th with an 80.9% success rate. If the 
bottom six and the PK is now the main area of focus for the 
front office heading into the trade deadline. They may have 
to bolster those groups while fighting for playoff seeding. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 59 Points (28-25-3) 

Patrik Laine’s point streak ended two weeks ago at 11 
games which included eight multi-point games. That streak 
lasted almost a month from late January to late February and 
included 13 goals and eight assists. Now since the start of 
March, he has started yet another point streak with points in 
his last four games and three goals in four games. After a 
relatively slow start, he now has 22 goals and 20 assists in 
38 games. 
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Monday night’s game against the Toronto Maple Leafs saw 
the return of defenseman Jake Bean. Bean missed 14 
games with a groin injury that he sustained on Jan 30. Head 
Coach Brad Larsen eased him back in the lineup in the third 
pairing but did play 12:42 in ice-time. Before he was injured, 
Bean was playing on the top pairing with Zach Werenski. 
Bean should move back up through the lineup as he settles 
back in. Columbus is still without defenseman Adam Boqvist 
who was placed on injured reserve last weekend with an 
upper-body injury. 

6. New York Islanders: 50 Points (21-24-8) 

The New York Islanders lost both Mathew Barzal and Zdeno 
Chara to injuries against the Los Angeles Kings in late 
February and neither has returned to play. The Islanders do 
not have a timetable for Barzal to recover from the lower-
body injury. Barzal is the leading point scorer and third-
highest goal scorer on the team which has led the Isles fall to 
a 2-3-0 record in their five games without him. This may be 
the straw that breaks the camel’s back for the Isles playoff 
hopes that sit at just 2% according to the Athletic with them 
only able to realistically catch the Caps. 

The season has been tough for the Isles both on and off the 
ice as they had to deal with multiple COVID stoppages, 
starting the season with a 13-game road trip. GM Lou 
Lamoriello is in a tough spot where he doesn’t want to 
overreact to a bad season with tons of adversity and sell low 
on players. However, the Islanders are also the oldest team 
in the NHL with an average age of 29.29. They could be at 
the end of their window and look to force an accelerated 
rebuild by selling while they still have assets in the 
organization.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 47 Points (21-31-5) 

General Manager Tom Fitzgerald told Pierre LeBrun that the 
New Jersey Devils will not re-sign defenseman P.K. Subban. 

New Jersey has plenty of cap space heading into the 
deadline and will be able to retain 50% of Subban’s $9 
million contract to help facilitate a deal and bring back more 
assets. Since he is the only big asset they have at the 
deadline anything they get for him has increased importance. 
He is just one of two veterans on the Devils that are pending 
unrestricted free agents, the other being Jimmy Vesey. They 
don’t have a ton of opportunities to stock up. 

The Devils celebrated Gender Equality Night Tuesday night 
in their game against the Colorado Avalanche. This game 
features the first all-woman digital broadcast team. The 
broadcast team featured Kelly Schultz on play-by-play and 
Erica Ayala with commentary. Schultz has also served as the 
women’s play-by-play radio voice for 15 years at Bemidji 
State University. It’s great to see additional opportunities for 
women in hockey, and hopefully, more teams follow suit.  

8. Philadelphia Flyers: 46 Points (18-28-10) 

Elliotte Friedman reported that the Flyers and Rasmus 
Ristolainen were having extension talks and expected that 
an offer of 6 years with a 4-4.75 million AAV. The Flyers are 
now in a tough spot. They have been pushing to re-sign the 
defenseman that they traded a first-round pick, a second-
round pick, and an NHL player for. He has continued to put 
up some of the worst underlying numbers in the NHL at a 
below replacement level. 

If they try to shop him at the deadline, they are sure to get 
pennies on the dollar for what they gave up acquiring him. 
However, the other options of letting him walk for free or re-
signing him to a long-term deal around the same cap hit 
aren’t much better. This just reinforces how head-scratching 
the move was at the time it was made this summer. 
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Wolves’ fourth line shines 

New fourth-line combination Spencer Smallman, Sam Miletic 
and Stelio Mattheos teamed up for two goals as the Chicago 
Wolves earned a 4-2 victory over the Grand Rapids Griffins 
Wednesday night at Van Andel Arena. 

Forwards Smallman, Miletic and CJ Smith and defenseman 
Josh Jacobs scored for the Wolves (34-10-4-4), who won for 
the seventh time in their last eight games overall and pushed 
their record to 8-0-0 against Grand Rapids this season. 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, the 22-year-old from 
Penza, Russia, who joined the Wolves Feb. 15, posted 20 
saves to become the sixth goaltender in franchise history to 
win his first four starts. 

Jacobs opened the scoring at 5:09 of the first period with his 
fourth goal of the year. Defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald, 
working at the left point, spun the puck along the wall to 
Smith behind the net. Smith banked a pass back to the right 
point for Jacobs, who threaded a wrister through traffic for 
the goal. 

The Wolves’ fourth line made its first impact to push the lead 
to 2-0 at 6:33 of the second. Miletic and Mattheos battled in 
the left corner to take the puck from the Griffins, then 
Mattheos fed Smallman waiting in the left circle for a quick 
wrister past Victor Brattstrom. 

The Griffins (23-23-5-2) pulled within 2-1 on Turner Elson’s 
goal at 11:00 of the second as the hosts took advantage 
once Kochetkov lost his stick during the latter stages of a 
Grand Rapids power play. 

The Wolves’ fourth line came through again to give Chicago 
a 3-1 lead at 4:07 of the third. Smallman, working near the 
right corner, delivered a short pass to Mattheos that sent him 
circling behind the net. When Mattheos emerged on the 
other side with a Griffins defender attached, he spied Miletic 
open in the slot and his pass set up a pinpoint chip top-shelf. 

Grand Rapids responded with Tyler Spezia’s rebound goal 
with 6:02 left in regulation. The Griffins pulled Brannstrom 
with two minutes left in search of the equalizer, but Smith 
made them pay with an empty-net goal at 19:00. 

Brattstrom (5-8-2) stopped 29 shots in the loss. 

The Wolves head to Milwaukee at 6 p.m. Saturday before 
welcoming Grand Rapids to Allstate Arena at 3 p.m. Sunday. 
To get the best tickets for Papa Johns Family Sunday and 
the final chance to see the Wolves’ St. Patrick’s Day jerseys 
— presented by Jewel-Osco to benefit Easterseals and 
autism awareness — email a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259218995.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-saved-the-best-for-last/c-331639620 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-10/c-331639832 

https://www.seattletimes.com/sports/kraken/junior-hockey-gms-second-chance-helped-krakens-mark-giordano-reach-1000-nhl-games/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/9/22968475/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-as-the-trade-deadline-nears-teams-plans-solidify 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/09/wolves-fourth-line-shines/ 
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Avalanche Journal: Cale Makar should be a Norris Trophy shoo-in and 
genuine candidate as NHL MVP 

 

Mike Chambers 

4-5 minutes 3/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. –The Professional Hockey Writers Association votes for 
the Norris Trophy (best NHL defenseman), plus six other awards 
including the Hart Trophy (league MVP). 

A defenseman hasn’t won the Hart in 22 years. Chris Pronger won both 
the Hart and Norris in 2000. 

Note to PHWA voters: In 54 games, Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar 
already has seven more goals and three more points than Pronger 
amassed in 79 games during the 1999-2000 season. 

Makar’s Norris candidacy is on steroids and his Hart chances are very 
real. They might have been softened by his recent 14-game goals 
drought but that stretch coincided with his club-record 11-game assist 
streak that now stands at 13 — fifth-longest among defensemen in 
league history. And following his scoring spree in the first two games of 
Colorado’s three-game road trip, Makar has to be the overwhelming 
favorite to become the Avs’ first Norris winner and have a decent chance 
to become Colorado’s first Hart winner since Peter Forsberg in 2003. 

Makar has three goals and five points in this trip that ends on Thursday in 
Carolina. He smashed his goals-drought with a pair of tallies in Monday’s 
5-4 victory at the New York Islanders, while also extending his assist 
streak to 12 games. Makar then had another multiple-point game with a 
goal and an assist in Tuesday’s 5-3 loss at the New Jersey Devils. 

“He’s taken what other teams give him, and to me, that’s a sign of a great 
player and he’s helping us put the puck in the back of the net,” Avs coach 
Jared Bednar said of his 23-year-old generational defenseman. 

Makar leads all NHL defensemen in points (65), goals (21), points-per-
game (1.20) and he’s tied in game-winning scores (five). His 21 goals are 
one more than reigning Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox of the New York 
Rangers has in his career, and the most by a defenseman since the 
Sharks’ Brent Burns had 29 in 2016-17. 

Guess who won the Norris in 2017? It was Burns. Guess who is a slam 
dunk to win it this year? It’s Makar — and it’s so obvious it doesn’t make 
him uncomfortable talking about it. 

“I’m not a guy that really worries about the Norris Trophy stuff,” he told 
The Post from New York. “There are so many good D in the league and 
it’s all out of my control, other than the way that I play. So that’s kind of 
the way I go about it. Obviously, the individual aspect of it would be a 
great honor but the way our team goes for these next couple months is 
going to determine the individual awards when it’s all said and done.” 

Makar’s three-year NHL career — which officially began four years ago 
when he scored a goal in a playoff game to make his league debut — 
has already reached legendary status. He has 159 career points — the 
most ever by an NHL defenseman through 155 games. And he’s only 
one of three blueliners to average a point-per-game (1.03, minimum 130 
games). The other two: Bobby Orr (1.39) and Paul Coffey (1.09). 

Orr won the Norris eight times, all consecutive, and Coffey three times. 
Bednar said Makar does what the legends did — still contribute if the 
goal-scoring goes quiet. 

“He’s drawing attention to himself and delivering the puck to guys around 
him. It’s all about being able to monitor the pieces around him,” the coach 
said. “He is as dangerous now as before when he was scoring in 
bunches.” 

Next up for Makar: Breaking Sandis Ozolinsh’s single-season club record 
23 goals for a defenseman (1996-97). 

It’s bound to happen soon. 

Footnotes. The Avalanche’s loss on Tuesday was the first time in 24 
games it fell after leading after the first period (23-1-0), and it was the first 
setback in eight games to conclude a consecutive-night stretch (6-1-1). 
Colorado is the second-to-last NHL team to fall in regulation on the 
second half of back-to-back. Two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay is now the only team without a regulation loss to conclude a 
consecutive-night stretch. … Avs center Nathan MacKinnon had a goal 
and two assists for the second consecutive game and has 12 points 
(seven goals) during his seven-game points streak. 
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When it comes to hosting state championships, the Avalanche get it right 

 

Dan Mohrmann 

4-5 minutes 3/9/2022 

 

There’s just something about it that feels right. When fans walked into the 
bowl at Ball Arena, they knew exactly where they were. Plastered on the 
scoreboard was the logo for the Colorado High School Activities 
Association, the Colorado Amateur Hockey Association and the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

The Avs know how to make the high school kids feel welcome. Ball 
Arena played host to the state hockey championship games on Tuesday 
and the games were more than just held at the home of the Avs. They 
were wanted at the home of the Avs. 

The state championship wins for Cheyenne Mountain and Denver East 
were made all the more special because of where they got to hoist those 
trophies. 
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Aside from the football games at Mile High, where the Colorado Sports 
Hall of Fame and the Broncos are also very welcoming, the rest of the 
professional teams in Colorado could take a cue from the Avalanche. 

High school athletes strive to be like the pros and the chance to play on 
any professional surface is sacred to the kids. At some level, each of the 
five professional teams in the Denver Metro area have provided their 
facilities for the kids to compete on. There have been regular season 
baseball games played at Coors Field. The Show, an annual showcase 
of the best high school basketball players in the state, used to be played 
at Ball Arena. Empower Field and Dick’s Sporting Goods Park have been 
home to state championship games in the past. 

The football games returned to Mile High this fall, but the rest of the pro 
venues have either backed off or decreased their availability. 

The Show hasn’t been at Ball Arena in years. The soccer games moved 
to Weidner Field in Colorado Springs last year and the boys 
championships were played there again this fall, despite decreasing 
COVID-19 cases at the time. And Coors Field isn’t going to open to the 
professional players as of now, who knows about the high school kids? 

But the Avs are just different. And they utilize the personnel needed to 
ensure the experience is a memorable one for the kids. Because more 
than anything, they get that it’s about the kids. 

The in-game production in the arena matches what fans would see at an 
Avalanche game. The music is blaring, the action replays are right there 
for the fans to react to. If the fans packed the building, no one could tell if 
it was a high school championship game or an Avalanche regular season 
game against the Arizona Coyotes. 

And shouldn’t that be the point? 

I’ve argued to my friends for a long time that football championship 
games are better at home sites but the one trump card they always play 
– and it’s a valid one – is that there is a certain mystique when comes to 
playing on the same field as the Broncos. There is certainly something to 
that. 

And it’s really hard to argue when that point is supplemented with what 
the Avs are doing for the state hockey games. They don’t just open the 
door, they provide the experience. And above all else, high school 
athletics are supposed to be about the experience. 

If Ball Arena can be available for three days for state wrestling, couldn’t 
the Nuggets schedule around state basketball? And couldn’t they get 
their gameday staff to provide a memorable experience for the state’s 
best competitors? 

Couldn’t the Rockies do the same for a weekend in early June? And the 
Rapids have hosted everything before, what’s stopping them from 
bringing the soccer games back? 

It buys goodwill with every community involved in a state championship 
game and it gives the kids a once in a lifetime experience. And once 
upon a time, every multi-million-dollar athlete that competes in these 
venues for their job would’ve done anything to experience playing in 
those same places as kids. 

 

milehighsports.com LOADED: 03.10.2022 

1199598 Colorado Avalanche 

 

Frei: Avalanche trying to answer nagging questions heading into playoffs 
- Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 8 hours ago on March 9, 2022  

By Terry Frei 

7-9 minutes 3/9/2022 

 

A month ago, as the Avalanche was coming out of the All-Star Break with 
a 32-8-4 record, I asked Jared Bednar, Mikko Rantanen and Darcy 
Kuemper what they could hope to accomplish in the rest of the regular 
season. 

Other than the obvious, of course. 

Win games. 

Here are their responses. 

Most notable was Bednar’s challenge to his team to tighten up, to kick up 
by a notch their checking and defending. 

They’ve been 9-4-1 since and will take a 41-12-5 record into Thursday 
night’s game at Raleigh against the formidable Hurricanes. 

It’s more another interesting, measuring-stick game than a monumental 
one. 

Even a second consecutive Avalanche loss to close out the road trip 
shouldn’t be cause for overreaction or panic. 

This is a team too good to grasp at excuses. 

We saw that again after the loss to the Devils Tuesday night when the 
three-games-in-four-nights task was served up in questions with the 
ferocity of a slow-pitch softball delivery. 

Adrian Dater pointed out his signs of concern in his column here. 

To me, one of the other major issues on the table is that even after that 
post-All-Star-Break assessment, Bednar since has been candid and 
aggressive about using the stretch run — and even just the leadup to the 
March 21 trade deadline — as a laboratory. 

There are questions to address, including lines, penalty killing, 
goaltending (here’s my updated view on that), defensive pairings and the 
deployment of enforcer Kurtis MacDermid in the postseason. 

Bednar continues to often break up the long-term top line of Gabe 
Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon, and Rantanen, by putting Andre 
Burakovsky on the left side and sliding down Landeskog to play with 
Nazem Kadri and Valeri Nichushkin. 

It’s not blowing things up but checking out alternatives that might be 
available in the playoffs. 

But it’s tempting to go too far. 

Let the boys play — and play as they did in building what still is the 
league’s best record. 

I know some believe I’m fixated on leaving the top line together. 

They believe that because I am, dating back to my first column for 
Colorado Hockey Now. 

I also get that you don’t have to lock into anything in this sport, that 
seeing what the top line looks like with Burakovsky isn’t a commitment. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

The lines can be tinkered with at the drop of a helmet — broken up, 
reunited — depending on the whims and urge to change things up. 

That also includes how the other coach is playing the matchups, 
especially when the Avs are on the road and don’t have last change. 
Also, we’ve seen that injuries can force hands, too. 

But stick with the top line. 

Challenge Burakovsky, Kadri and Nichushkin to steal the show, even in 
the playoffs. 
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Against Calgary last week, with the last change, Bednar had that Kadri-
centered line out against the Flames’ Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew 
Tkachuk, and Elias Lindholm. 

“I thought they did a fabulous job against that line and still created a ton 
of chances,” Bednar said. 

Sunday night’s Avalanche home game against Calgary again could be a 
preview of the Western Conference Finals, and Bednar addressed some 
of the matchup challenges after that 4-3 overtime loss to the Flames last 
Saturday. He also talked about having to separate Makar and Toews at 
times. So that’s part-experiment, looking ahead to similar dilemmas 
against good teams. 

“We want to put our offensive guys out with offensive players, especially 
in the offensive zone situations,” Bednar said. “But they also have two 
really dangerous lines, minimum, right? You can’t play Devon Toews and 
Cale Makar with MacKinnon all night and especially if they’re not playing 
against Lindholm, Tkachuk, and Gaudreau. You just can’t do it. It’s nice 
to have one of them on the ice against those guys. Again, that’s a top line 
and they’re our top two Ds. Either I split them from MacKinnon the whole 
game or I split up the pair. 

“That’s some of the things that we’re playing with here. We have some 
things we’re going to look at yet in the second half. Cale Makar and 
Devon Toews should be playing against Lindholm’s line all night if we’re 
just going to go by the sort of standard … But our tear has a rhythm and 
especially the McKinnon line with those guys and they’re really 
dangerous, so we try to do a little bit of both.” 

The other issue there continues to be whether the crafty, undersized 
Samuel Girard is too much of a defensive deficiency for the playoffs. 
Playing Jack Johnson or Erik Johnson with him as much as possible as 
his big brother — so to speak — limits Bednar’s options and Girard’s 
potential contributions. 

I’m assuming two things, and I’ll concede neither is a lock: 1, Bo Byram 
will not play again this season and will push back his attempted return to 
next season. 2, Any major trade at the deadline will bring in a versatile 
veteran forward. 

Finally, we come down to the “physicality” issue. 

The conventional wisdom is that the Avs were too soft and needed to be 
tougher against Vegas last year. Enter Kurtis MacDermid, who definitely 
has earned the trust and affection of his teammates and knows his role. 

Do you dress him all the time to play limited minutes in the playoffs? As a 
defenseman or forward or as a swingman whose “position” really doesn’t 
matter? Remember, he never played forward during his time with the 
Kings. 

MacDermid played wing against Calgary last Saturday, logged 2:03 of ice 
time, and fought with fellow heavyweight Milan Lucic. His teammates 
believed it was an injection of energy. 

Although fighting isn’t as much of an issue in the playoffs, having him 
around — even if it’s in a suit — can serve a purpose. “Hiding” him as a 
sixth D will be counterproductive, piling on the minutes for others to an 
extreme. 

I’m assuming Bednar will adjust on how he uses MacDermid, per 
opponent and situation. But if you’re trying to address what happened 
against Vegas and the players buy into that he’s part of the solution, 
you’re got to dress him as the 12th forward. Whether it makes any sense 
or otherwise. His teammates, especially Landeskog, have shown a 
willingness to police and respond and it’s not as if MacDermid is going to 
be on the ice with the stars. But he’d be around. And that seems to 
matter to these guys. 
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Ball Arena to lift Covid requirements on Saturday - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 11 hours ago on March 9, 2022  

By Adrian Dater 

3-4 minutes 3/9/2022 

 

Avalanche fans: no more wearing a mask to games at Ball Arena. No 
more proof of vaccination to enter the building. No more proof of a recent 
negative Covid test. 

On Saturday night, we will effectively be back to NORMAL!! That’s when 
the current Covid regulations at Ball will lift. The Avs will play Sunday 
night at home against Calgary, so take off the damn mask and have 
some fun! It’s about time. 

From the KSC press release just now: 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

“From the beginning of the pandemic, the health, safety and wellness of 
our fans, staff, vendors, athletes and performers has been our top priority 
and after discussions with local, state and federal health officials as well 
as with officials from the National Basketball Association (NBA), National 
Hockey League (NHL), National Lacrosse League (NLL) and various 
concert and entertainment entities, we have decided to lift all current 
event COVID-19 entry protocols effective on March 12, 2022,” said Matt 
Bell, Senior Vice President of Venue Operations for KSE. The entry 
protocols have been in effect since November 10, 2021 at Ball Arena and 
Paramount Theatre and KSE will continue to honor event specific 
COVID-19 protocols as requested by a specific artist or performer. This 
exception will currently apply to the Billie Eilish concert at Ball Arena on 
March 19, 2022. The specific entry protocols for that event can be found 
here: https://www.ballarena.com/billie-eilish-venue-information-
entryprotocols/ 

While certain NBA, NHL and NLL restrictions will continue to remain in 
place related to players, coaches and team support staff, we are 
prepared to safely take this important next step and return our daily event 
operations for our fans to pre-pandemic levels and we will continue to 
work with local, state and federal health officials as well as our league 
officials to constantly monitor any changes to the COVID-19 landscape in 
the coming weeks and months,” continued Bell. 

KSE will continue to work with local and state health officials on COVID-
19 and other public health matters. 

“We are grateful to KSE for taking the initiative to protect their patrons 
and staff. As a city, we are seeing consistent trends of high rates of 
immunity and lower rates of severe disease,” said Bob McDonald, 
Denver Department of Public Health & Environment’s (DDPHE) 
Executive Director. “Ball Arena and Paramount Theatre lifting their 
COVID-19 entry protocols is part of the process of moving to the next 
phase of managing COVID-19 in our city. The best way to stay protected 
from COVID-19 is to stay up to date with vaccinations and boosters. 
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Flyers recall Cam York as they hit the road after eight-game homestand 

The 21-year-old defenseman, who played 13 games with the Flyers 
earlier this season, was sent down on Feb. 2 to get increased playing 
time with the Phantoms. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 10, 2022 

 

 

by Giana Han 

 

The Flyers didn’t want Cam York to stop playing hockey during the All-
Star break, so they sent him down to the AHL on Feb. 2. His stint with the 
Phantoms stretched well past the break, but on Wednesday, before the 
Flyers’ flight to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for their Thursday game against the 
Florida Panthers, the team recalled York. 

The Flyers didn’t call up the 21-year-old defenseman to be safe. They 
intend for him to play. 

Interim coach Mike Yeo said there were a number of factors that led to 
the Flyers calling up York now, when they originally had said they kept 
him at the AHL level so he could get more playing time. Uncertainty 
regarding Kevin Connauton’s injury status (head), as well as the team’s 
lack of execution during Tuesday’s game were two big factors. 

“Obviously, you’re playing against these good teams and the importance 
of having the ability to get out of your own zone and to get to your game,” 
Yeo said. “It’s one thing to defend hard, but you can’t just keep 
defending, defending, defending, and playing in your own zone. 
Obviously Yorkie, that should be his strength and we’ll see if he can 
provide that for us.” 

In addition to slotting in on the third pairing with Keith Yandle in place of 
Nick Seeler, York will likely help out on the Flyers’ struggling power play. 
The Flyers are 1-for-17 over the last six games with the man advantage, 
and York previously spent time on both the first and second power-play 
units. 

Lineup adjustments 

After Max Willman delivered a strong performance against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, he sat against the Vegas Golden Knights as Yeo went with 
Gerry Mayhew. Mayhew had not played on the fourth line since Jan. 22. 
He registered his lowest time on ice all season (8 minutes, 29 seconds) 
and did not record any stats. 

Wednesday, Yeo said he had not decided which player will play 
alongside Zack MacEwen and Patrick Brown on the fourth line against 
the Panthers. 

With Connauton cleared to play after his injury Saturday, the Flyers also 
have options for their defensive pairings. Between Connauton, Seeler, 
and York, there are three players who could slot in next to Yandle. 
Connauton will travel with the team, but York will be the sixth 
defenseman on Thursday. 
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‘Unbelievable’ Hart stops 46 shots, carries Flyers to victory over Vegas 

 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS |PUBLISHED: March 9, 2022 at 3:46 a.m. | 
UPDATED: March 9, 2022 at 4:34 a.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Carter Hart saved the day for the Flyers. 

Hart made a career-high 47 saves, Oskar Lindblom and Justin Braun 
scored, and the Flyers won consecutive games for the first time in more 
than a month with a 2-1 victory over the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Tuesday night. 

“It was unbelievable,” Braun said of Hart’s performance. “Anytime you 
give up that many shots and come out with a win, it’s probably because 
your goalie had an incredible night.” 

Scott Laughton added two assists for Philadelphia, which last won two in 
a row on Jan. 29 and Feb. 1. The Flyers entered in last place in the 
Eastern Conference’s Metropolitan Division and had lost 21 of 24 
contests before Saturday’s 4-3 victory over Chicago. 

“Our group’s faced a lot of adversity, but we’ve done a good job the last 
couple of weeks of sticking to the process, coming to work every day and 
just battling,” Hart said. 

Philadelphia also defeated the Golden Knights on Dec. 10 to snap a 10-
game losing streak. Hart set his previous high mark with 41 stops in that 
contest. 

Evgenii Dadonov scored for the Golden Knights, who entered in third 
place in the Pacific. Vegas was playing the first of an eight-day, five-
game road trip. The Knights generated lots of good chances among their 
shots, but Hart stood tall. 

“We didn’t give them much, but you have to score at least three goals to 
win,” Vegas coach Peter DeBoer said. “We did a lot of good things.” 

Hart’s best stops might have come in a furious sequence by the Knights 
on the power play late in the second period. He first denied Max 
Pacioretty with a lunging pad save before recovering to sprawl to the 
other side of the net to stop Jack Eichel’s one-timer with another pad 
stop. 

“He was great,” DeBoer said. 

Hart even managed several saves without his stick during a Vegas power 
play in the second. He made one final save just before the buzzer off 
Eichel’s attempt during a scramble in front, then scooped the puck with 
his glove and tossed it in the corner. 

“He was a battler tonight, he was a competitor,” Flyers interim coach 
Mike Yeo said. “The way he was tracking the puck, keeping himself in 
position, a well-deserved win for him.” 

The Flyers got both of their goals in the first period even though they 
were outplayed. Vegas controlled the opening period but couldn’t convert 
on any of its 14 shots. The Flyers, meantime, took advantage of their 
opportunities. 

Braun scored on Philadelphia’s first shot when his seemingly harmless 
wrister from long range got past Vegas goalie Robin Lehner to give the 
Flyers the lead 4:46 into the contest. 

Lindblom netted his 10th of the season on a wraparound just after a 
Flyers power play expired to make it 2-0 with 50.7 seconds left in the 
period. 

Lehner made 19 saves. Dadonov pulled Vegas within 2-1 with 13:34 left 
in the second with a beautiful, tic-tac-toe passing play with Jonathan 
Marchessault and Eichel on the power play. Dadonov finished it off with a 
one-timer from in front of the crease for his 11th of the season. The 
assist gave Marchessault a team-best 43 points. 

That’s all the Golden Knights managed to get by Hart. 

The Flyers ended a club-record eight-game homestand with a 3-5 mark. 
Yeo was happy to win consecutive games but not content with the overall 
record. 

“Not very good,” he said of the homestand. “We’re here to win games. I 
like that we finished off with a couple of wins, but we have to keep 
building.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Golden Knights: F Nolan Patrick skated by himself during the pregame 
skate. Patrick hasn’t played since taking a hard hit on Feb. 16. Patrick 
was the No. 2 overall selection in the 2017 draft by the Flyers but was 
traded this past offseason. There is no timetable for his return. 
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Flyers: D Kevin Connauton was not in the lineup after getting injured on a 
hit by Chicago’s Kirby Dach in Philadelphia’s 4-3 win over the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. 

UP NEXT 

Golden Knights: At Buffalo on Thursday. 

Flyers: At Florida on Thursday. 
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With Hart under siege, Flyers recall one of top prospects for his go-to 
strengths 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — A day after Carter Hart had to make a career-high 
47 saves in a 2-1 win over the Golden Knights, the Flyers summoned 
one of their top prospects for help. 

Cam York is back with the big club and will enter the lineup Thursday 
when the Flyers face the Panthers in Sunrise, Florida (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). 

In beating Vegas, the Flyers yielded their second-most shots of the 
season with 48. The only game they allowed more was Dec. 6 when they 
surrendered 50 in a 7-5 loss to the Avalanche. It was Mike Yeo's first 
game as interim head coach after Alain Vigneault was fired that morning. 

Against the Golden Knights, the Flyers blocked 23 shots and were forced 
to defend for a great quantity of the game. With York, a sharp puck-
moving defenseman, the Flyers hope their breakouts will be cleaner and 
quicker, which could permit them to play more in the offensive zone. 

More: With Hart's career high, Flyers find way to sweep Golden Knights 
on the season 

"It's one thing to defend hard, but you can't just keep defending, 
defending, defending and playing in your own zone," Yeo said 
Wednesday after practice. "Obviously Yorky, that should be his strength 
and we'll see if he can provide that for us." 

Cam York catching up with Nick Schultz as he takes the ice for practice. 
pic.twitter.com/5OrpfsSN1b— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) March 9, 2022 

The 2019 first-round pick is slotted to play on the third pair alongside 
Keith Yandle. 

Nick Seeler will come out of the lineup. Kevin Connauton was not at 
practice Wednesday but has been cleared to play. He will join the Flyers 
on their trip but will be a healthy scratch along with Seeler. 

Through 13 games with the Flyers this season, York has recorded three 
points (one goal, two assists), a minus-4 mark, 14 shots, 15 blocked 
shots and 11 hits in 18:32 minutes per game. 

"Part of the real positive side of Cam's game is he can make the simple 
play over and over and over again," Nate Leaman, York's 2021 U.S. 
world juniors coach, said last May. "And he can make some hard plays 
look simple." 

That's certainly what the Flyers will be looking for from York in his call-up. 

"We want to play with speed and we want to get on the attack and we 
want to get to the offensive zone," Yeo said. "Those things are all nice to 
say, but playing fast is not just about skating fast. It's far more important 
in your execution. If you can't break out the puck cleanly out of your own 
zone, if everything is always a broken play, then you don't have that 

ability to generate speed. ... He has the ability to help us get to that 
game, he has shown us that. 

"The other part of it is when the other team has the puck, you have to be 
able to check that puck back quickly. That's part of his game that we felt 
was kind of improving but still there's room for growth there. 

"It's one thing to be in good position, but again, we don't want to just keep 
defending. There are times when you have to defend and there there are 
opportunities to separate and get that puck back, so that's what we'll 
continue to work with him on there." 

Here's how the Flyers will look against Florida. Yeo said they're still 
deciding on their fourth-line left winger. 

Forwards 

Oskar Lindblom-Scott Laughton-Travis Konecny 

Claude Giroux-Derick Brassard-Cam Atkinson 

Joel Farabee-Kevin Hayes-James van Riemsdyk 

Gerry Mayhew/Max Willman-Patrick Brown-Zack MacEwen 

Defensemen 

Ivan Provorov-Justin Braun 

Travis Sanheim-Rasmus Ristolainen 

Keith Yandle-Cam York 

Goalies 

Carter Hart 

Martin Jones 
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In Carter Hart, the Flyers (finally) have their goalie — and they can’t 
afford to waste him 

 

By Charlie O'Connor Mar 9, 2022  

  

A year ago today, Carter Hart hit what certainly appeared as an outside 
observer to be rock bottom. 

It wasn’t just that he allowed three goals on eight shots to the lowly 
Buffalo Sabres and relinquished his starter’s net to Brian Elliott after the 
first intermission. It wasn’t just then-head coach Alain Vigneault’s 
unwillingness to sugarcoat his young netminder’s struggles or point out 
that the goals weren’t all on him. It was also Hart’s demeanor in the wake 
of the game — eyes completely shielded by his hat, delivering pained 
admissions that he didn’t feel like himself and was struggling to regain 
faith in his own abilities. It was the spitting image of a truly demoralized 
athlete. 

On the eve of that game’s anniversary, Hart made it clear those days are 
long behind him. 

“It was unbelievable, any time you give up that many shots and Grade 
A’s and come out with a ‘W’ it’s probably on your goalie having a great 
night,” Justin Braun said after the Flyers’ 2-1 victory over the popular 
Stanley Cup pick Vegas Golden Knights. 

Great night is an understatement. Hart made a whopping 47 saves, the 
most of any regular season appearance in his career thus far, and just 
two behind his NHL-best save mark of 49, posted in Game 2 of the 
second round of the bubble playoffs vs. the New York Islanders. Nor 
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were these easy saves to make. Superstar Jack Eichel had nine of 
Vegas’ shots on goal. Sniper Max Pacioretty, who entered Tuesday’s 
game on a 47-goal pace over 82 games, fired seven at Hart. Jonathan 
Marchessault and Reilly Smith blasted four each at the 23-year-old 
netminder. He stopped them all, allowing just one tic-tac-toe power play 
goal from the low slot to Evgenii Dadonov. Aside from that essentially 
unstoppable shot, Hart was perfect. 

It all added up to 4.12 “expected” goals prevented, at least per Evolving-
Hockey’s Goals Saved Above Expectation shot quality model, standing 
as Hart’s best ever game by the metric — even superior to his 
masterpiece on Nov. 12 against the Carolina Hurricanes, in which he 
kept 3.84 expected goals from becoming real ones. And like that night, 
Hart was facing a true contender that thrives on puck possession, 
constant shot barrages and lots of traffic and rebounds. 

“He was a battler tonight. You know what, he was a competitor, he was a 
battler,” interim head coach Mike Yeo said. “That’s a team that’s a shot 
volume team, they throw a lot of pucks at the net and it creates a lot of 
scrambles when they do that. The way he was tracking the puck, keeping 
himself in position, ready to make the next play after that … well-
deserved win for him tonight, no question.” 

This wasn’t just a one-off stellar game for Hart, either. In spite of the 
Flyers’ awful record, in the midst of a lost season, Hart has been as good 
as he’s ever been at the NHL level. 

That’s not to say Hart has delivered Vezina-quality results, of course. His 
statistics have suffered since the turn of the calendar year, dropping his 
save percentage from a stellar .918 to a passable-but-not-eye-catching 
.910 entering Tuesday’s contest. But in the wake of his 47-save showing, 
Hart is now back up at .914 — which is exactly what he produced in 
2019-20, when he had the benefit of backstopping the only quality Flyers 
club of the past four seasons. 

This particular roster? Let’s just say it’s not that. 

Here’s a bold statement: this is the best version of Hart yet. Yes, he 
played better in the bubble — particularly against the Montreal 
Canadiens — but that was a weird environment and a small sample. And 
yes, Hart’s performance by public advanced metrics was a bit better in 
2019-20 (+7.25 Goals Saved Above Expectation) than this season thus 
far (+5.64 GSAx). 

But as useful as public metrics can be, I have my doubts that they can 
fully account for the impact that a severely underperforming team can 
have on a goaltender’s results, particularly when team-wide single-game 
collapses become a monthly (or even semi-weekly) occurrence, as they 
have for the Flyers. 

It’s that malaise that can drag down the raw metrics of netminders, the 
result of games that for a high-functioning team would be humdrum 3-1 
defeats but the creeping sense of “here we go again” fatalism turns them 
into 6-1 blowouts. Those games are rarely the goalie’s fault entirely, yet 
he’s the one who has to eat the statistics-deflating save percentage and 
shake off the potential hit to one’s confidence that comes with a crooked 
goal total. 

That phenomenon almost certainly played a role in Hart’s ugly 2020-21 
campaign. To be clear, Hart deserves his share of the blame for how last 
season went off the rails, particularly in March. He simply wasn’t good 
enough. But it’s also true that the Flyers’ skaters hung him out to dry on a 
regular basis over the season’s first month and a half, and the cumulative 
effect of those games likely contributed directly to the technical crisis that 
March became for him. 

Now, this Flyers club isn’t quite as chaotic and structureless in the 
defensive zone as the previous incarnation. But it certainly hasn’t been 
good — Evolving Hockey ranks the Flyers as the fifth-worst team in the 
NHL when it comes to expected goal prevention. Yet this time, in spite of 
the Flyers’ defensive and overall struggles, Hart is still plugging away, 
delivering above average results on the whole, and even the occasional 
true gem, like on Tuesday. It’s clear he’s learned from his 2020-21 

struggles, especially in terms of not letting team struggles bleed over into 
his individual quality of play. 

“I mean, (I’m) just taking things one day at a time,” Hart said after the 
win. “Our group’s faced a lot of adversity, it is what it is, you can’t control 
it. But I think we’ve done a really good job these last couple weeks of just 
sticking to the process and coming to work every day and just battling. 
That’s all you can do, is give your best and compete and work your nuts 
off.” 

In 2018-19, Hart showed he could hold his own in the NHL at an age 
when goalies rarely are handed a full workload. In 2019-20, he proved he 
could be a good goalie on a good team, and in those playoffs, he was 
found capable of elevating his game even further to meet the moment. 
Now, given an unfortunate mulligan, he’s making it clear he can carry the 
load for a bad team as well, without letting the skaters’ issues lead to a 
full-fledged collapse of his play as well. 

Is Hart a star goalie right now? No, not quite. Will he be a star in the 
future? That remains unclear. But at the very least, he’s a good goalie — 
just 13 starting netminders have produced .910 save percentage 
seasons in three of the last four years — and he’s just entering the prime 
of his career. Oh, and he’s playing for an organization that has spent at 
least the past 30 years looking for one of those. 

The irony, of course, is that during most of those years, all the Flyers 
really needed was a solid, reliable goalie, because their NHL roster had 
everything else. Now, they have that caliber of goalie — and nothing 
else. 

After all, Hart’s strong play has mattered very little in the grand scheme 
of the Flyers’ season. They have just 18 wins, even after Tuesday night. 
They still rank in the bottom 10 in both of the major play-driving 
categories at five-on-five (xG and Corsi). In other words, barring a 
stratospheric leap on Hart’s part into Igor Shesterkin territory (he has a 
nearly impossible to believe .942 save percentage) to drag them kicking 
and screaming to the upper reaches of the Eastern Conference, Hart’s 
good-but-not-incredible full-season results just aren’t going to be enough 
for this underwhelming Philadelphia team to thrive. 

And that’s not on Hart. That’s on the Flyers. 

Even if Hart doesn’t take another step in his career, reliably good work in 
net is more than enough for most teams to compete for a playoff berth, if 
not a championship. But not if Hart continues to receive just 2.34 goals 
per game of support on average from his offense. The Flyers, simply put, 
need to get a lot better as a whole, or else they’re going to waste what 
they clearly have in Hart. 

That doesn’t even necessarily mean a win-now approach, like the 
“aggressive retool” that general manager Chuck Fletcher and Comcast 
Spectacor chairman and CEO Dave Scott have vowed is looming. Hart is 
just 23 — even a small, well-executed 2-3 year rebuild would leave 
plenty of runway for Hart at the back end of his prime to backstop a 
contender. But first, they need a plan, a logical set of actionable, 
achievable steps with real potential to lead to a turnaround. Without that, 
they risk squandering their first legitimate homegrown solution in goal in 
decades on scuffling Flyers clubs throughout the 2020s, the way that 
Claude Giroux did in the 2010s. 

Hart, at the very least, has rediscovered his game. He’s not the same 
goalie (or person) he was on March 9, 2021, when he was humbled in 
such crushing fashion by the Sabres. Yet the Flyers are still the same 
mess that they were a year ago, even with Hart’s return to form. 

Now, the onus is on the organization as a whole to fix itself, as Hart did. 
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Minor league report: Penguins' losing streak reaches four 
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SETH RORABAUGH | Wednesday, March 9, 2022 11:48 p.m. 

 

Goaltender Alex D’Orio made 24 saves on 27 shots for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 3-2 overtime home loss to the Cleveland 
Monsters at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Saturday. 

Forwards Kasper Bjorkqvist and Drew O’Connor each scored goals for 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (23-23-4-4) which has lost four consecutive 
games. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a home contest against the Laval Rocket on 
Saturday, 6:05 p.m. 

—- 

Goaltender Brody Claeys made 26 saves on 27 shots for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 2-1 home win against the Toledo Walleye at WesBanco 
Arena in Wheeling, W.Va. 

Forwards Justin Almeida and Cam Hausinger each scored goals for 
Wheeling (30-21-1-0). 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a road contest against the Cincinnati 
Cycclones on Friday, 7:35 p.m.. 
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Penguins assign forward Kasper Bjorkqvist to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

 

SETH RORABAUGH | Wednesday, March 9, 2022 10:43 a.m. 

 

The Penguins have assigned rookie forward Kasper Bjorkqvist to Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League (AHL). 

In six NHL games this season, Bjorkqvist has one goal. 

A healthy scratch for the past six games, Bjorkqvist has been recalled to 
the NHL roster on three separate occasions this season. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Bjorkqvist has appeared in 33 games and 
scored six points (four goals, two assists). 

Note: The Penguins had a scheduled day off on Wednesday. 
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What's next for Kasperi Kapanen after the Penguins benched him during 
Tuesday's loss? 

 

Matt Vensel 

 

Just a few days ago, Penguins coach Mike Sullivan struck a positive tone 
when asked about Kasperi Kapanen, easily the most maddening player 
on his roster. 

“He’s gaining some traction,” Sullivan said Sunday. “If he keeps using his 
speed the way he’s capable of — he’s got to shoot the puck and go to 
the net when he does that — I think he’s going to help us. I think he’s 
going to score some goals.” 

Those good vibes lasted about two periods during Tuesday’s 4-3 loss to 
the Florida Panthers. As the Penguins pushed to try to tie the score, 
Kapanen got planted on the bench. Sullivan sent him out for just two 
shifts, only one at 5-on-5. 

It was at least the fourth time in two months Sullivan had seen enough of 
Kapanen on Evgeni Malkin’s right wing and knocked him down the depth 
chart. 

After the loss, Sullivan was bluntly asked what is left for the coach to do 
with the 25-year-old at this point to try to get what the Penguins need out 
of him. 

“I don’t know if I have an answer for you. I’m trying to make decisions 
behind the bench here, game to game, that’s going to give our team the 
best chance to win,” he said. “We needed to get more throughout our 
lineup, just as far as more threats from different lines. … We’ll see where 
it goes moving forward.” 

Needless to say, Sullivan is both frustrated and disappointed with how 
the season has gone for Kapanen. Six months ago, when the Penguins 
arrived in Cranberry for training camp, Sullivan pumped him up as a 
potential “elite” player, though it was curious that he asked Kapanen to 
skate in five preseason games. 

Kapanen did not score in his first nine games, recorded a hat trick in the 
10th then chipped in with just five more over the next 23 games. The 
Penguins could excuse away his struggles to a degree by pointing to the 
fact that Malkin was still sidelined. They hoped those two would again 
click when Malkin returned. 

Indeed, Kapanen picked up a pair of assists in Malkin’s first game back 
on Jan. 11. But in the 23 games since, he has just one goal, five assists 
and a minus-7 rating. He got a haircut somewhere in there, but even that 
did not change his luck. 

“I’m going to say this until I’m done playing hockey: If you’re not getting 
chances, then that’s a problem. But I’m getting chances,” he said 
Sunday. “They’re just not going in. It’s something I’ve got to work on. 
After practice, I’ve probably got to stay on the ice more and work on 
some things and just get some reps.” 

The chances have not really been there for him, though, at least not at 
the rate one would expect given the caliber of his teammates and his top-
six ice time. 

He has just nine shots from the inner slot in 24 games since Malkin 
returned with zero rebound chances, according to Sportlogiq. He has 
only 13 individual high-danger chances, per Natural Hat Trick. Nine 
Penguins forwards, including Brian Boyle and Dominik Simon, have had 
more. He’s had one shot or fewer 15 times. 

Even more confounding is that he has become a non-factor on the 
counterattack. Last season, it seemed like he busted free for a 
breakaway every other game. But the last two months, he has just 14 
chances off the rush, per Sportlogiq. 

And whenever it appears Kapanen might finally be making that leap 
forward with his all-around play, he takes three or four little steps back 
into obscurity. 

This past week was the latest example. Kapanen was buzzing alongside 
Malkin in last Thursday’s win at Tampa Bay. He helped make 
Pittsburgh’s first goal happen by firing a shot from the right flank that 
Danton Heinen followed up for a score. 

The next night in Carolina, he had two miscues that directly led to goals. 
Then he was benched, along with Simon and Evan Rodrigues, in 
Tuesday’s loss. 
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On Sunday, Kapanen said the team playing well is “the most important 
thing.” 

“Obviously, I want to contribute and score goals and be a factor out 
there,” he said. “Listen, if I don’t score another goal this season and the 
team keeps winning and we make the playoffs and we have a good run, 
that’s what I’m here for.” 

But will he be? That is fair to wonder as the March 21 trade deadline 
looms. 

In a recent interview with the Post-Gazette, president of hockey 
operations Brian Burke said the Penguins, with little salary cap space 
and few highly-coveted future assets, probably will not do “something big 
or noisy at the deadline.” He dismissed the notion that Jason Zucker or 
Mike Matheson might get dealt. 

He did not, however, go out of his way to voice his support for Kapanen, 
who has a $3.2 million salary cap hit and will be a restricted free agent 
this summer. 

If general manager Ron Hextall does make a rare player-for-player trade 
in-season with a different middle-six forward coming back, Kapanen is 
one to watch. 

In the short term, what can Sullivan do with Kapanen to try to light a 
spark? 

The Penguins have never made the winger a healthy scratch in his 
Penguins tenure. That will not help his trade value, but it certainly merits 
consideration. 

It would be a stretch to slot Brian Boyle into Kapanen’s spot. The top fill-
in options are on their American Hockey League team. Sullivan raved 
about Valtteri Puustinen last month and top forward prospect Sam Poulin 
has made strides in 2022. Drew O’Connor and Radim Zohorna are 
always in the call-up conversation. 

The Penguins have an open roster spot after sending Kasperi Bjorkqvist 
back to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Wednesday. 

But Sullivan and the Penguins must do something here to stop the 
madness. 
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Hextall’s Problem: Address Middle Six by Trade Deadline? Cup Chances 
in the Balance 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have a giant problem with the NHL trade 
deadline in 12 days. The issue is a black hole in the middle of the lineup 
as players paid to score or asked to score have become quiet as church 
mice. Gone ice cold. Vanished. Disappeared. 

GM Ron Hextall has a decision to make. Any chance of the Penguins 
being competitive in the playoffs hangs in the balance because one-line 
teams become extinct come the second season, but scoring wingers 
don’t come cheap. 

On Tuesday night, the Penguins’ top liners, Sidney Crosby, Jake 
Guentzel, and Bryan Rust, scored all three goals. On Friday, Crosby and 
Guentzel scored the Penguins goals against Carolina. 

Since Jan. 1, the Crosby line has 22 goals in 417 minutes at 5v5. The 
rest of the team has only 34 in 915 minutes, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

“I think we’ve got to do a better job at rolling our lines and everybody 
putting in the work and following the systems. And I think when we do 
that, we can hem teams in the offensive zone and tire them out, and 
that’s when we get our opportunities to go out there and score,” Brock 
McGinn said. “So I think we all have to be committed to go out there and 
do it.” 

At the risk of parsing words beyond their meaning, McGinn’s choice of 
words regarding everyone putting in the work and following systems did 
strike me. In a different world–when we conducted interviews eye-to-eye 
in the room–we could have asked for more clarification. 

And the Penguins hope to do more than simply participate in the playoffs 
hangs in the balance while head coach Mike Sullivan scrambles to find 
lines, combinations, or confidence for a handful of players to begin 
putting the puck in the net. 

“I’m trying to make decisions behind the bench and game to game that’s 
going to give our team the best chance to win. I made the decision (to 
remove Kapanen from the second line) the third period to go with the 
guys…because we felt like we needed to get more throughout our lineup, 
more threats from different lines,” Sullivan said. “And we didn’t feel like 
we were getting it, and that’s why we chose to make the changes that we 
made in the third period. 

And we’ll see where it goes moving forward.” 

That’s a big thing to watch–how the Penguins move forward with the NHL 
trade deadline looming. 

But what is the context of this season for GM Ron Hextall? Is it the end of 
an era on which GM Ron Hextall can’t afford to spend future assets, or is 
it still go-time? 

If it is the latter, Hextall has an urgent matter at hand. The Pittsburgh 
Penguins got a good look at the best in the Eastern Conference. They 
were brilliant against Tampa Bay but not good enough, and their flaws 
were on display against Carolina and Florida. 

The Penguins middle-six produced nothing on Tuesday night, and that 
hasn’t been a rare occurrence. Middle-six wingers Kasperi Kapanen, 
Danton Heinen, Evan Rodrigues, and Brock McGinn are punchless. In 
fairness, McGinn wasn’t paid to be a scorer, and Rodrigues and Heinen 
weren’t supposed to be go-to scorers either. 

But it’s their job, now. 

Unless Hextall can work within the Penguins cap constraints to add help. 

On Tuesday night, Jeff Carter, Kasperi Kapanen, Danton Heinen, and 
Evan Rodrigues combined for three shots and one attempt. With some 
irony, new middle-six insert, the maligned Dominik Simon had two shots 
and two attempts. His output equaled the other four. 

In the third period of the Penguins 4-3 loss to Florida, Kapanen was 
dropped from Evgeni Malkin’s line, again. Sullivan keeps providing the 
opportunity but isn’t getting the payoff from his player. 

“We’re trying to find combinations that we can put together that gives us 
balance. It gives us an opportunity to put guys in positions to be 
successful. And so everybody, Kappy included, must take ownership for 
their game, and they’ve got to bring their best game forward,” said 
Sullivan. 

Kapanen isn’t producing, and on Tuesday, his drive-by defensive play 
aided Florida to score the game’s first goal. Kapanen had no shots on 
goal and just one attempt. 

Sure, there are drastic measures Sullivan can take. He could flip Bryan 
Rust to Malkin’s line and try to rekindle Rodrigues’s stalled season with 
time on the top line. He could put McGinn or Zach Aston-Reese in the 
top-six. 

Those aren’t very good suggestions, are they? The Penguins could 
transform from a one-line team into a no-line team quickly. 
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Middle-six roles need to be more than occasional scorers. It’s not a 
bonus when they score. It’s a necessity. 

PHN reported that the Penguins are not in serious talks for Vancouver 
Canucks forward Brock Boeser. Earlier this season, the Penguins traded 
Sam Lafferty for Alex Nylander. Sources told PHN that Nylander, the 
Buffalo Sabres 2016 eighth overall pick, bought into the system and 
played well. He had 16 points (8-8-16) in 24 games before illness took 
him from the lineup. 

Penguins 2019 first-round pick Sam Poulin has been moved to center 
because his skating wasn’t good enough to get to the edges on the wing. 

The Penguins’ middle-six, which was so good in the first half of the 
season, has been AWOL in the second half. There are 12 days to the 
NHL trade deadline and Hextall’s only chance to address the situation. 

What is this season worth in context of the organization and future? Did 
we mention the NHL trade deadline looms in 12 days? 

It’s Hextall’s move. If the Penguins want a Stanley Cup chance, one is 
necessary. 
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Dan’s Daily: Kessel Becomes a Dad, Ovi Ties Jagr, Penguins Anti-Trade 
Rumor 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins never led against the Florida Panthers. They 
rallied to tie the game early in the second period but lost to another top-
tier team. PHN also broke the bad news, or call it the anti-trade rumor, 
though some fans immediately read more into it. Should Montreal bring 
back P.K. Subban? We know he likes Boston, too. Auston Matthews hat 
tricked Seattle as Jared McCann got paid. And Josh Manson is drawing 
big interest on the NHL trade front. 

Alex Ovechkin tied Jaromir Jagr for third in all-time goals. And what an 
awful time to do it. 

I always default to Dennis Miller doing the news on SNL… “Good 
evening, what can I tell ya?” 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now (video): Watch the Penguins postgame video (we 
corrected the overnight settings error which made it unavailable). I’m not 
sure you want all of the insights, but we broke down the Pittsburgh 
Penguins game from PPG. 

PHN+: The complete, in-depth, unflinching, give-no-quarter Penguins 
postgame breakdown with the chalkboard and player grades. Absentee 
scoring, net-fronts, and issues piling up. The Pittsburgh Penguins report 
card. 

And, the cold water: A PHN source with direct knowledge said the 
Penguins kicked the tires on Brock Boeser, but it stopped there. Get the 
full story–yes, the Penguins broached the idea, but NHL trade rumors are 
overblown. 

Florida: Here’s the FLA win from the Florida Panthers side. 

Sportsnet: Congrats, Phil Kessel. He became a daddy, but first, he 
played one shift for the Arizona Coyotes to keep his iron man streak alive 
before bolting home. 

I’m curious if fatherhood will change his outlook on the game and his 
career. 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

Is anyone else disappointed with S4 of Marvelous Mrs. Maisel? Tony 
Shalhoub and Rachael Brosnahan have fantastic banter often over each 
other, and Alex Borstein steals the season, but…can we get there a little 
faster? More Lenny Bruce stories. Eventually, spin-off Susie. Her and the 
mobsters? I’m down. But let’s pick it up. Anyway… 

Philly: The Washington Capitals are heavily scouting the Flyers AHL 
team in Lehigh Valley. Could Washington be a player for Claude Giroux, 
Rasmus Ristolainen, JVR, or…Get the Philadelphia Flyers trade chatter. 

TSN: Back to NHL trade rumors. Josh Manson will soon return to the ice, 
but it may be in a different city. Lots of interest. 

Thinking back–we talked about the Pittsburgh Penguins chasing Sam 
Reinhart and Sam Bennett. They looked pretty good against the 
Penguins on Tuesday night. Manson is another of those guys perpetually 
linked to the team, but the Penguins are at the counter with 50 cents in 
their pocket, and everything on the menu is a dollar. 

NYI Hockey Now: Marc-Andre Fleury is on the market, he’s off the 
market, he’s maybe in, maybe out… Perhaps the best goalie available 
will be Semyon Varlamov of the New York Islanders. 

Boston Hockey Now: The Bruins want some thump on the blue line, and 
it looks like San Jose defenseman Jacob Middleton is drawing Boston 
Bruins interest. 

Montreal: P.K. Subban back to the Montreal Canadiens? 

NHL.com: Seattle Kraken signed Jared McCann to a pretty, pretty good 
five-year. $25 million deal. 

Washington: So much subtext that shouldn’t exist. Watch Ovechkin tie 
Jaromir Jagr for third on the NHL’s all-time goals scored list: Alex 
Ovechkin goal. 

It’s a complicated moment if you know why Jagr wears No. 68–and for a 
Russian to tie his mark now? Yikes. Putin should have a seat at The 
Hague for shelling civilians. Ideally, that seat is hooked to 10,000 volts, 
but jail is OK. 

That’s the news, and I am outta here… 
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Down Goes Brown: Get warmed up for the trade deadline with the ‘Who 
Didn’t He Play For?’ quiz (goalie edition) 

 

Sean McIndoe 

2-3 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

The trade deadline is less than two weeks away, with plenty of rumors 
and big names in play. Maybe the most interesting position to watch is 
the goalies, with a handful of contenders potentially shopping for an 
upgrade. While midseason goalie trades are rare, more than a few of 
them have worked out well. And it’s not unusual to see even some of the 
best goalies move around to several teams over the course of their 
career. 

Why yes, that last line was a segue. It’s time for another round of “Who 
Didn’t He Play For?” — the quiz in which I give you a player and four 
teams and you tell me which one he never suited up for. 

The first edition featured players from the Hall of Fame, and you all said it 
was too easy even though the average score was only 9 out of 16. That 
was followed up with a Hall of Very Good edition, which saw you 
collectively up your game and raise your average all the way up to 9.1. At 
this rate, we only have 70 of these left to go before you all are perfect, so 
let’s enjoy them while we can. 
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This time around, we’re going to focus on a group that was 
conspicuously absent from the first two editions: The goalies. These 
lovable weirdos have a habit of bouncing around the league, so let’s see 
how many of their stops you remember. Take your best shot at the 16 
questions below, then submit your answers and scroll back up to see 
how you did. 

(Important note that is bold and also even italicized: If the quiz below isn’t 
loading properly or you’re having trouble scrolling on your phone, use this 
direct link instead.) 
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NHL business notebook: Gambling partnerships take shape in U.S. and 
Canada, supporting women's hockey, reverse retro jersey comeback 

 

Sean Shapiro 

7-9 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

One of the biggest trends within the NHL, and all North American sports 
leagues, over the past four years, has been the rush to embrace and 
profit off sports betting. 

The first jersey advertisement, which will debut next season, will be for 
Caesar’s Sportsbook on Washington Capitals jerseys. A majority of 
American NHL teams have a regional sports network deal with Sinclair, 
which sold the naming rights to Bally’s Sportsbook. It’s impossible now to 
watch an NHL game, either in person or on television, without at least 
some advertisement hinting at placing a bet. 

Since 2018, when New Jersey became the first state outside Nevada to 
legalize sports betting, teams have been working closely with gambling 
partners in various capacities. Those in states with legal gambling, like 
the Devils, have been able to profit immediately, while others have also 
either publicly or privately helped push initiatives to help legalize sports 
gambling in their respective state. 

Every NHL team has a plan to push and promote gambling, whether they 
are saying it loudly or not. 

Canadian teams are starting to see a similar path as their American 
counterparts materialize after legislation was passed in 2021 that has 
started to clear the hurdles to full single-game sports betting in Canada. 

This weekend’s Heritage Classic outdoor game in Hamilton between the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Buffalo Sabres is serving as a starting line. The 
league recently announced a deal with OLG’s Proline+ sportsbook, the 
first official betting partner in Canada, and Proline+ branding will be 
central to the outdoor pregame festivities. 

While the league and teams are starting to line up potential sports 
gambling partnerships, NHL players will also benefit from gambling’s full 
legalization in Canada. 

Connor McDavid recently signed with BetMGM to be a brand 
ambassador, a deal believed to be worth at least $1 million (USD), 
although a spokesperson from BetMGM said no financial information 
would be released or confirmed. Prior to that, Auston Matthews had 
become the first active NHL player to serve as a sportsbook brand 
representative, signing with Bet99. 

Neither deal was possible before Canada started to clear the way for 
sports betting. McDavid and Matthews are two of the biggest names in 
hockey, but gambling in hockey in the United States has a limited handle, 
and the only hockey-related name sportsbooks were interested in for a 
marketing push in the United States is Wayne Gretzky, who hasn’t 
played in more than two decades but still was featured on a large 
BetMGM banner that hung near the arena during All-Star Weekend in 
Las Vegas. 

As sportsbooks rush to market in Canada, it’s likely other NHLers will 
have an opportunity to act as pitchmen, while the NHLPA as a collective 
will look to capitalize on team and league deals as hockey-related 
revenue, which has already happened in the United States. One of the 
many factors helping the NHL reach an estimated $5 billion in HRR this 
season is the abundance of sports betting partnerships on team and 
league levels. 

That financial impact is why you won’t see any pushback from players on 
the rise of gambling and its involvement in the sport. Multiple NHL 
players, when asked about it All-Star weekend in informal polling, noted 
that they were all for partnerships with sports betting companies and the 
Capitals’ jersey patch if it meant player debt to owners would be paid off 
quicker. 

Women’s hockey gets more NHL club support 

The locations of the first two PWHPA showcases after the Olympics were 
intentionally in the Canadian and American capital cities. It presented a 
natural setting to celebrate the gold medal winner, and that idea worked 
out well for the Capitals, who had first reached out to the PWHPA about 
working together during the 2020-21 season. 

The schedule didn’t allow for the Capitals to host an event that season, 
but it laid the groundwork for the event last weekend at the Capitals 
practice facility. Washington was the seventh NHL club to partner with 
the PWHPA on an official event. 

While the PWHPA has been adamant that NHL support is vital to the 
health of a women’s professional league, NHL clubs see the intrinsic 
benefits of hosting the PWHPA events in their current form and frankly, 
it’s a risk-free opportunity for good press and to build a fanbase. 

The Capitals, like other NHL clubs who have hosted PWHPA events, 
plan to use the event to promote local girls’ and woman’s hockey 
programs. It’s simple science; the more families that get involved in 
hockey in the DC area, the more potential customers for the Capitals. 

Even teams that haven’t partnered with the PWHPA have found similar 
ways to promote women’s hockey with this thought in mind. The Boston 
Bruins have shown support for the PHF’s Boston Pride in this manner, 
and as one NHL source put it, “you don’t have to pick sides between the 
two, especially at this point.” 

The key question for NHL clubs, and the league itself, is when the 
commitment will become large enough to support an actual league and 
not just a one-off weekend for women’s hockey. 

“Two very different things,” one NHL team executive said. “All 32 NHL 
teams could line up and help host an event or do something like that, 
being willing to have another professional team, that’s starting to operate 
at a loss without real league backing from the top.” 

NHL clubs are doing better financially than expected this season, but that 
doesn’t mean that teams are willing to invest in another professional 
team. 

The other key, which another NHL executive pointed out, was the fact 
that any women’s league will need a television deal in place rather soon 
to make things financially feasible for any NHL team to show serious 
interest. 

PWHPA events are being carried on television in Canada on Sportsnet, 
and some regional channels in the United States. But at this time, the 
PHF has a better American TV deal with ESPN+ and its championship 
game on ESPN2. According to a source, at this point, ESPN doesn’t 
have anything lined up or in the works to work with the PWHPA or a 
league it could be forming. 

Reverse Retro 

As reported earlier this week, the NHL is bringing back the reverse retro 
jersey program next season, which is a welcome sign for NHL teams 
looking to better capitalize on the program than they were able to do 
during a COVID-19 impacted 2020-21 season. 

Jersey sales, and merchandise in general, typically get a major boost in 
person, which wasn’t possible, or limited, depending on the attendance 
restrictions team had last season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 10, 2022 

 

With that in mind, some team executives asked the league to continue 
the program into this season, while others started lobbying to bring it 
back more frequently. While the league didn’t budge on getting a second 
year of the original reverse retros, teams did get their wish on a second 
wave and designs across the league are in various phases of completion. 

“We knew right away we needed to this again,” one source said. “The 
ideas started rolling I think after the first game with the reverse retro last 
season.” 
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LeBrun: The Kraken have cap space. GM Ron Francis is willing to let 
others use it for the right price 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-11 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

The Seattle Kraken find themselves in a rather unique spot ahead of their 
first ever NHL trade deadline. They could be a buyer. They could be a 
seller. They could even be a salary cap broker team. 

“We’re listening to a lot of different things for sure,’’ Kraken GM Ron 
Francis told The Athletic on Tuesday. 

With 16 teams using long-term injured reserve above the salary cap, I 
would have to imagine that at least half the calls the Kraken are getting 
these days from other front offices have to do with gauging the price to 
rent out their cap space. 

“Yeah, we’ve made it known that we have cap space and are willing to 
get involved in that part of the business if the deal is right,’’ Francis said. 

For example, I can imagine Seattle as a trading partner to park some of 
Claude Giroux’s salary en route to his final destination. For the right 
price. 

Let’s recap the broker deals from the deadline last year: 

The Sharks got a fifth-round pick from the Golden Knights for helping 
mitigate the AAV on Mattias Janmark going from Chicago to Vegas. 

The Sharks received a fourth-round pick from the Maple Leafs for 
retaining 25 percent of Nick Foligno’s original AAV en route from 
Columbus to Toronto. 

The Red Wings got a fourth-round pick from the Lightning for eating a 
quarter of David Savard’s original AAV as he travelled from Columbus to 
Tampa. 

It’s a slam dunk that the Flyers would eat 50 percent of Giroux’s $8.275-
million AAV to maximize the return and facilitate a trade. But then, 
whether it’s Seattle, Arizona, Detroit, New Jersey or whichever other 
team is willing to be a broker team, how much is eating another 50 
percent of that $4.137-million remaining AAV worth? Is it worth a third-
round pick? Maybe a second? 

Seattle could also use the trade deadline as a way to acquire a player 
with term that can help the roster beyond this season, as a way to get 
ahead on offseason plans. 

“Yeah, in our situation we’re looking at everything and anything that could 
make our team better; if those situations are there, we’re certainly open 
to it as well,’’ Francis said. 

Looking ahead to the opening of the NHL free-agent market on July 13, 
the Kraken intend to be players again while using some of that cap 
space. 

“We would certainly be looking to be a player on July 13 when free 
agency hits for sure,’’ Francis said. 

The Kraken GM got some important business done Tuesday when he 
announced the signing of Jared McCann to a five-year, $25-million 
extension. While not influenced by the trade deadline, it always helps to 
sign a core player. 

The more pressing matter now is captain Mark Giordano, the most 
important of their pending UFAs, and we’ll get to him in a moment, as 
well as fellow pending UFAs Calle Jarnkrok, Marcus Johansson, Riley 
Sheahan and Colin Blackwell. 

Should we assume Francis is moving every single UFA out or could one 
or two be signed to extensions? 

“You have those discussions and then you ultimately make the decision: 
is the interest sufficient enough to move them or is it more valuable to 
sign somebody?’’ Francis said. “Those are all decisions that will come to 
the forefront in the next week and a half.’’ 

Giordano, of course, tops that list of pending UFAs. The Kraken’s first-
ever captain spoke with Francis last month and decided he was ready to 
go join a playoff contender to chase a championship. So, Francis is 
working towards making that happen. 

“Mark’s been great from Day 1 with us,’’ Francis said. “We didn’t really 
have a plan to name a captain when we started. Walking into training 
camp, it was pretty apparent he was going to be the captain of our team. 
He’s been great all season long for our franchise. We’ve had the 
discussion, he obviously wants the chance to try and win, I totally get that 
and will do everything I can to help him get that opportunity.’’ 

Francis obviously wouldn’t confirm this but what I’ve been told from other 
teams is that the Kraken are hoping for at least a first-round pick for 
Giordano and hopefully a prospect on top of that. 

In the meantime, it’s been a tough season for the expansion Kraken, not 
that anyone really thought they could duplicate the crazy first year their 
cousins in Vegas had in 2017-18, especially not after teams played it 
much smarter in the Seattle expansion draft compared to the Vegas one 
when the Golden Knights fleeced a few teams. 

But there have been other factors, too, which has added to the adversity 
of the season. 

“It’d been kind of a unique season, I don’t think anybody was expecting 
Covid to be an issue again and I think that probably hurt us more than a 
lot of teams in the sense that we had to cancel multiple team-building 
exercises as part of our start to the season which would have allowed our 
guys to get know each other and having that bonding,” Francis said. “We 
cancelled a lot of practices early, which would have helped us get to the 
system quicker.’’ 

Add to that numerous injuries, and yes other teams have had numerous 
injuries, but that’s harder on an expansion team, and it just feels like the 
Kraken have been pushing a boulder up a hill all year. 

The disappointing season has led a few people to wonder if head coach 
Dave Hakstol might be in jeopardy after the season. Which, well, seems 
kind of harsh just one year in. 

“Yeah from my standpoint it is,’’ Francis said. “It’s very unfair under the 
season circumstances we’ve been under. And I think you look at our 
team, we continue to play hard. Especially we do good things both 
limiting and creating, it’s just about finding ways to score a few more 
goals some nights and get a few more saves other nights. 

“I think if we can do that, then things will turn around quicker than people 
think maybe.’’ 

Other notes from around the league as we approach the trade deadline: 

The Anaheim Ducks remain focused on extending Hampus Lindholm’s 
contract while also taking trade calls on him. It’s a matter that could still 
go either way. As a result, negotiations have stalled with fellow pending 
UFA Josh Manson. Sources indicated Tuesday there hadn’t been any 
contract talks yet with Manson’s camp and we are less than two weeks 
away from the deadline. It leads many to believe Manson is going to be 
dealt. But, once the Lindholm situation is resolved, the Ducks could 
quickly turn their attention to Manson and even settle on a contract 
extension at the 11th hour. Manson, who has a 12-team no-trade clause, 
wears a letter on his uniform and is an important leader on that Ducks 
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team. He would be sorely missed in that dressing room. However, new 
Ducks GM Pat Verbeek was pretty clear with me in our recent interview 
that if his top pending UFAs aren’t signed by the trade deadline, they will 
be most likely be dealt for assets. 

If Manson is dealt, there are teams that have been chomping at the bit for 
over two years to get him. They’ve been waiting for this. 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks and Tomas Hertl’s camp have gone back and forth on offers, 
but still no extension. San Jose remains hopeful it can sign the pending 
UFA centre and, in fact, aren’t engaging with teams on trade offers yet 
because of it. But time is of the essence. The Sharks need to know if 
they can sign him probably at least a week ahead of the deadline in order 
to have enough time to pivot and properly flesh out his trade market 
value. So, I would say early next week is a pretty important time frame to 
consider in the Hertl situation. 

I still think the New York Rangers make the most sense as a landing spot 
for Hertl if he’s traded. However, believe me when I say almost every 
single contending team has kept tabs. 

Jacob Middleton, San Jose Sharks 

The trade deadline is often about the under-the-radar names. The Sharks 
are drawing sizeable interest on 26-year-old blueliner Jacob Middleton 
who, as long as he plays 20 more games this season, is an RFA after the 
season and has a low $725,000 cap hit. He has partnered with both Erik 
Karlsson and Brent Burns at times this season in a top-4 role. The 
Sharks’ penalty kill is second in the NHL and Middleton is part of that PK 
crew. He’s a physical defender, an old-school D in some ways, the type 
of hard-nosed player some contenders may want to stash for a long 
playoff run. I believe that Tampa, St. Louis and Boston have shown 
interest in Middleton. The Sharks don’t have to move him, of course, he’s 
RFA not UFA after the season, but for the right offer they might bite. 
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Why now is the time for a professional women's hockey league — with 
NHL support 

 

Hailey Salvian 

13-16 minutes 09/03/2022 

 

When Marie-Philip Poulin returned from the 2022 Beijing Olympics, she 
was the owner of another gold medal and an accomplishment that no 
man or woman had ever managed — having scored a goal in four 
straight Olympic gold medal games. What she didn’t have was a team to 
rejoin. 

And it’s not that she had no offers. 

The ECHL’s Trois-Rivières Lions were interested in signing her. 
Momentum Hockey, the agency that represents Poulin, quickly shot 
down that idea and instead invited the team to join Poulin and hundreds 
of other players in their quest to promote women’s hockey in Canada. 

The U.S.-based Premier Hockey Federation, meanwhile, announced 
expanded rosters and an increased salary cap post-Olympics. It’s a 
transparent attempt to entice the best players in the world to join a 
league that has not convinced the top players of its viability. 

Neither the ECHL nor the PHF were the right fit for Poulin, for various 
reasons. Now, we’re on the cusp of a league that could make Poulin the 
kind of offer she’d want to accept. 

The case is strengthening for the PWHPA to reach its longstanding goal 
— to put a truly professional women’s hockey league in place. The 
spotlight on the game is still bright, coming off another Olympic gold-

medal game with millions of viewers in the U.S. and Canada. That kind of 
exposure presents a unique opportunity for the stakeholders in the game. 

“We’ve been pretty vocal about not missing this window of opportunity,” 
Jayna Hefford, the PWHPA’s lead consultant, told The Athletic in 
September. “There’s no better time than coming out of the games.” 

The Olympics wrapped up two weeks ago. Interest in the best women’s 
players in the world, and in seeing best-on-best competition, is at its four-
year peak. The time for a professional women’s league — with a livable 
wage, the resources befitting professional athletes and NHL support — is 
now. 

The Olympic boost is quantifiable. The women’s gold medal game 
averaged 3.54 million viewers in the U.S. That made it the country’s 
second-most watched hockey telecast since the start of the 2019-20 NHL 
season, behind only NBC’s broadcast of the title-clinching Game 5 of the 
2021 Stanley Cup Final between Montreal and Tampa Bay (3.62 million). 

North of the border, 2.7 million people made the game Canada’s most-
viewed event of the Beijing Olympics on CBC. The viewership numbers 
are particularly strong given that puck drop was at 11:15 p.m. ET. 

And it’s not just the Olympics that draw eyeballs. There is a big audience 
when these two teams play for something that matters. Across Canada, 
1.6 million people — a record television audience for a Women’s World 
Championship final — watched Poulin score (another) game-winning 
goal in overtime against the Americans last August. 

Clearly there’s an appetite for women’s hockey at an elite level. It’s not 
just about what people watched, either. It’s about who they watched at 
the Olympics. Poulin. Hilary Knight. Alina Müller. Sarah Nurse. Jenni 
Hiirikoski. 

Millions of people spent two weeks familiarizing themselves with the 
players the PWHPA covets. Those names matter as much as the game 
itself. 

The underlying fact: People care when it’s best-on-best competition, and 
that is something the pro game has never been able to replicate. 

The talent pool has always been split, not just between competing 
leagues like the now-defunct Canadian Women’s Hockey League and 
the former National Women’s Hockey league (now the PHF), but in 
Europe too. 

While wages have been available to women in the game since the NWHL 
came onto the scene in 2015 (the CWHL soon followed), North American 
leagues have not been able to pay players enough to call it a full-time 
profession. There has simply never been a league that offers enough for 
the best players in Europe to move across the continent. 

Finnish goalie Noora Raty, a future Hockey Hall of Famer, only joined the 
CWHL when it added a lucrative deal in China that included housing and 
fair compensation. When the league folded, she stayed with the KRS 
Vanke Rays team that joined the Russian women’s pro league. 

Hiirikoski, a seven-time best defender at the Olympics and Worlds, is one 
of the best players at her position, yet she has never played in North 
America full-time, opting to stay with Luleå in the Swedish league. 

“A pro league is what the players deserve,” she said in an interview at 
Worlds. “I really hope (the PWHPA) can solve the problems so there will 
be a women’s professional league where hopefully the European players 
can also join in the future.” 

If such a league were to launch, Hiirikoski said she would “absolutely” 
move to North America: “It would be a dream come true to play with all 
the best players in the world from all the other nations,” she said. 

The speed and skill in the women’s game is the best it’s ever been. A 
professional league that invests in the best players in the world would 
only make the game better across the board. 

On the world stage, there is a clear talent gap between Canada, the 
United States and the rest of the teams that qualify for major 
tournaments. We saw that with Canada going 7-0 en route to a gold 
medal, while outscoring opponents 57-10. 

How much better would Hiirikoski be if she had to train with or defend 
against Poulin or Knight on a regular basis? And how much better would 
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Nurse or Müller be if they tried to score on Räty? A proper, competitive 
training environment would help players from around the world elevate 
their game. 

This idea isn’t new. In 2010, at the World Hockey Summit in Toronto, the 
discussion about the future of women’s hockey centered on closing the 
gap with a best-on-best league. At the time, the best players in the world 
— including Hayley Wickenheiser, who spoke at the summit — believed 
a women’s professional league would benefit international hockey. That 
was 12 years ago. 

The PHF has tried to be the league players want, and those in charge 
believe they’re continuing to make positive strides. 

In January, the league announced a commitment to invest over $25 
million from its Board of Governors over the next three years. At the heart 
of the investment is a salary cap increase to $750,000 for next season, 
150 percent more than the current record figure of $300,000 already 
available per team. 

That announcement left a lot of open questions. When will the 
commitment turn to actual investment? And will it still happen if PWHPA 
members do not join the league? 

More recently, the league announced a new ownership group for the 
Toronto Six franchise including Hockey Hall of Famer Angela James and 
former NHL forward Anthony Stewart. The group represents the first 
BIPOC and Canadian investors in the league’s history, the PHF said in a 
release Monday. 

The league is also coming up on another period of change as 
commissioner Ty Tumminia will be stepping down at the end of the 
season, less than one year after being named commissioner. (This is 
only the most recent staffing change; the PHF’s players association 
relieved their executive director, Alex Sinatra, of her duties in January, 
only a few weeks after she was hired.) 

Tumminia’s exit is yet another thing that makes prospective players 
skeptical of the PHF’s ability to thrive in the long term. 

Those in charge of the PWHPA are adamant that they aren’t fighting for 
just one league to exist. A single league would mean fewer opportunities 
for women to continue playing after college. 

“That is the last thing we are trying to do,” said Hefford. “We just want 
one league that actually supports women in a way that they can be full-
time hockey players.” 

Many players feel that the PHF isn’t a truly professional league. They see 
the conditions in the PHF as being too similar to those they experienced 
in the CWHL, which folded in March 2019 due to issues with the 
business model, lack of resources and non-guaranteed funding. But 
mostly, players want to end a cycle of false starts, failed leagues and 
unprofessional playing conditions that have persisted for more than two 
decades. The answer, they believe, is in something new. 

Of course, creating a sustainable league hasn’t been that simple. When 
the PWHPA launched in 2019, their goal was to facilitate an NHL-backed 
women’s league. But the NHL’s position has been consistent: Building, 
owning or operating a professional women’s league under the league’s 
umbrella isn’t part of their business plan. 

The NHL has found other ways of supporting the game and remains 
focused on the broader development and promotion of women’s hockey 
through ambassador programs, tentpole events and other programming 
initiatives that include increasingly close partnerships with the PWHPA. 

The PWHPA has taken ownership of its goals. But that doesn’t mean the 
NHL or its teams won’t be involved with what comes next. 

The PWHPA has hosted several Dream Gap Tour stops in partnership 
with NHL clubs such as the Calgary Flames, Toronto Maple Leafs, New 
York Rangers, Philadelphia Flyers and St. Louis Blues in the last two 
seasons. 

Last weekend, the Washington Capitals hosted an event in D.C. with four 
teams and games played at the MedStar Capitals Iceplex — 
Washington’s main practice rink. Designated dressing rooms, meals and 
warmup/cool-down areas were provided. On Saturday, players were 

hosted at the Capitals game versus the Kraken, which featured a 
ceremonial puck drop by members of all four showcase teams. 

On Saturday, the Pittsburgh Penguins will host the PWHPA’s third event 
coming out of the Olympics. The game will be televised locally on 
Penguins broadcaster AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh and throughout 
Canada on Sportsnet ONE. Players will be compensated by the 
Penguins organization for the event. 

“When we work with an NHL team, we know that when we go into that 
market the women are going to be treated well, they’re going to be in a 
decent facility, there’s going to be support on a promotion and marketing 
side,” said Hefford. “We’ll have access to decent streaming and 
everything that goes along with the infrastructure that comes with those 
teams. That’s the value in working with NHL clubs — it’s not just to slap 
their logo on it. It’s that we can tap into their infrastructure.” 

This type of NHL involvement represents a model of what could work. 
Rather than an NBA-WNBA type model — the NBA created the WNBA in 
1996 and shares ownership in the league — a new league could be 
supported by NHL clubs and still thrive. Especially when we consider the 
PWHPA has a number of sponsors outside of the NHL that include 
Secret, Budweiser, Adidas and Sonnet Insurance. 

Here’s how it could work: The league could start small — think Original 
Six, maybe as many as eight teams — and be geographically condensed 
to keep travel costs low. 

There are natural fits in both Canada and the U.S. based on major 
training hubs and teams that have previously partnered with the PWHPA. 

Toronto and Montreal are two major training centres for Team Canada 
(and PWHPA) athletes. The Leafs have been a women’s hockey 
supporter dating back to the CWHL days, and there are plenty of rinks 
and training facilities for a team to make sense. Pro women’s hockey has 
worked in Montreal in the past. Les Canadiennes, headlined by Poulin, 
Melodie Daoust and Knight, did not struggle to fill seats. 

In the U.S., Washington and Pittsburgh could be natural fits, given their 
recent involvement in PWHPA events. The Capitals specifically, under 
Monumental Sports and Entertainment, have already shown a 
commitment to women’s sports with the ownership and operation of the 
WNBA’s Washington Mystics. They have the infrastructure, resources, 
marketing power, and stakes in a local broadcaster — NBC Sports 
Washington. 

Meanwhile, the Penguins were recently purchased by Fenway Sports 
and Entertainment. Fenway, a firm that owns Liverpool Football Club and 
the Boston Red Sox, is known as a growth-oriented group. 

Other potential spots include Chicago — the Blackhawks have partnered 
in the past and employ Kendall Coyne Schofield as a coach — and the 
New York area, as the Rangers and MSG have been involved with the 
PWHPA. 

The key issue for NHL clubs, and the league itself, is when the 
commitment would become larger than just hosting a weekend for 
women’s hockey. 

“All 32 NHL teams could line up and help host an event or do something 
like that,” one NHL team executive said. A showcase and a professional 
team, they added, are “two very different things.” 

At the end of the day, operations would not come cheaply. But a new 
league could find money from beyond the NHL and its clubs. 

A return on investment won’t happen right away — that’s rarely the case 
with fledgling leagues and businesses. Besides, making money cannot 
be the only goal. 

Investing in women’s hockey means growing the game. More young girls 
and women staying in the game and growing up loving hockey will mean 
more fans buying tickets to NHL games or watching on TV, which will 
directly help the NHL’s business. 

Sometimes the right thing to do, and the smart thing, are the same. 
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Sportsnet.ca / By scoring like a Sedin, Miller giving Canucks reasons to 
second-guess a trade 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 10, 2022, 2:45 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – J.T. Miller is not only the best Canucks forward this 
season, he is having the best season in Vancouver since Daniel Sedin 
followed his brother Henrik as the National Hockey League’s scoring 
champion in 2011. 

Miller had another virtuoso performance on Wednesday, scoring a huge 
goal single-handedly and setting up three others as the streaking 
Canucks halted the Montreal Canadiens’ momentum with a 5-3 win at 
Rogers Arena. 

Miller was easily the game’s best player, matching a career-high with four 
points, and driving the Canucks to their eighth win in 10 games and 
within three points of the final playoff spot in the Western Conference. 

In his last 12 games, Miller has eight goals and 15 assists and, with 24 
games remaining, is on pace for 96 points. 

No Canuck has been close to that number since Danny Sedin won the 
Art Ross Trophy 11 years ago with 104 points in 82 games. Miller missed 
two games in January while in COVID protocol. 

This is the best he has played, and what makes it especially remarkable 
is that Miller has found this world-class level while conjecture rages daily 
about his future with the Canucks, who have him under contract at a 
bargain of $5.25 million through the end of next season. 

The trade talk, real or imagined, is driven by the idea that the 29-year-old 
will be too old and too expensive to fit the Canucks on his next contract, 
and that a team that has missed the playoffs in five of the last six years 
should load up on future talent by ransoming Miller at his peak. 

“They're all rumours to begin with, so I don't really look into it,” Miller told 
reporters Wednesday morning. “We're just going about our business. I 
don't think I'm getting traded. I never thought I was getting traded. I 
mean. . . everybody's speculating. So, I mean, I never looked into that 
and considered that they were even trying to trade me to begin with.” 

The Canucks’ three-month chase for a playoff spot remains a longshot, 
but they’ll have no chance if they sell Miller ahead of the March 21 
trading deadline. 

Against the Canadiens, Miller drew assists on goals by Travis Hamonic 
and Brock Boeser, before making the play of the game to break a 2-2 tie 
at 3:54 of the third period. Miller knocked the puck away from Jeff Petry 
just outside the Montreal blue line, burst forward on a partial breakaway 
and as he was being closed down lasered a wrist shot from the top of the 
faceoff circle past the glove of goalie Sam Montembeault and into the top 
corner. 

It was a textbook example of a great player conjuring a great play to 
decide a game. 

Miller then dropped the puck to Elias Pettersson on the fourth goal and 
watched the Canuck weave at high speed past three Canadiens before 
also beating Montembeault with a glove-side wrist shot. 

Miller’s quad landed him in the top 10 in NHL scoring. And consider the 
company he passed: Steven Stamkos, Patrick Kane, Kyle Connor, Cale 
Makar and Matthew Tkachuk. With 67 points in 56 games, Miller is tied 
for ninth with Mikko Rantanen. 

CANUCKS GIVE GOALIE A BREAK 

Canuck starter Thatcher Demko, the only Canuck who is having a 
season as good as Miller’s, played for the 13th straight game – 11 of 
them starts. He was outplayed early by Montembeault, but still earned his 

sixth straight win as Vancouver played well enough that it didn’t need its 
MVP goalie to be brilliant. 

Demko is now third in the NHL in time-on-ice among goalies. The 
Canucks have 24 games remaining and need to win the great majority of 
them to have a chance at pulling off their playoff race miracle. 

How can Demko survive? 

“We'll have mandatory rests,” Boudreau said before the game. “When I 
went to Anaheim (to coach in 2011), we played (Jonas) Hiller 31 straight 
games, and after about 12, we stopped practising him. We were playing 
every second day anyway. I think something like that could probably 
happen with (Demko). 

“I've never had a goalie that wants to put in as much work as he does. I 
mean, to come out every morning half an hour before (practice), it's 
unprecedented for me.” 

COOL LUKE 

Amid all the flashier Canucks on top of their game Wednesday, stay-at-
home defenceman Luke Schenn quietly had one of his best nights. He 
logged only 16:26 of ice time, but 4:08 was with a shorthanded unit that 
killed all four Montreal power plays. Schenn had three shots on net, 
seven attempts, led the Canucks with six hits and three blocks, and 
posted a Corsi-for of 64.7 per cent and expected goals of 78.4. 

No wonder Schenn is a key depth piece that some teams will be trying to 
convince the Canucks to part with before the March 21 deadline. 

TOO MANY LEADERS? 

Only in Vancouver could the positive of Miller’s evolution as a leader on 
the Canucks be viewed by some as a negative. Like, what does this 
mean for captain Bo Horvat and who’s going to tell him he should hand 
over the ‘C’ to his teammate? 

The development in Miller’s leadership actually helps Horvat, who felt 
more than most the loss from the Canucks leadership group before last 
season of Chris Tanev and Jacob Markstrom and the indefinite (and 
likely permanent) absence of COVID long-hauler Brandon Sutter. 

In some respects, Canuck leadership has been in transition since the 
Sedins retired in 2018. Horvat, 26, was named Henrik’s successor as 
captain a year later and, like his mentor, has led by example since then. 

Miller has been a terrific player since arriving in Vancouver by trade in 
2019. But he has worked to channel his fierce emotions more positively, 
limiting what even last season were frequent displays of overt frustration, 
and becoming a supportive and compelling leader for many of the 
Canucks’ young players. 

The extent of Miller’s impact was reflected in coach Boudreau’s praise 
last weekend that the American centre is “our leader offensively, and he's 
our leader as a spokesperson.” 

The words had barely tumbled out of Boudreau’s mouth, as most words 
do from the honest, folksy coach, when they were parsed as an 
indictment of Horvat, who has struggled at times this season but is still 
producing one goal and two points every three games while continuing 
his heavy lifting defensively. Horvat scored an empty-netter Wednesday, 
had an assist and went 11-6 on faceoffs. 

Asked after the morning skate about Miller’s leadership, Horvat said: 
“Guys listen to him and guys respect him and he's obviously, you know, 
been one of our best if not our best players this year. So (teammates) are 
going to listen to what he has to say. He's been on winning teams before 
so he knows what it takes to win. For me to have a voice like that, an 
extra voice, definitely helps. Losing Tanny and Marky and those guys. . . 
and obviously Brandon being hurt, you need guys like that to step up and 
say things at different times, and he does that.” 

The only way the evolution of Miller is a problem for Horvat is if either is 
envious of the other or they don’t get along. Neither is the case. They’re 
friends. The Canucks’ only leadership problem is they don’t have enough 
players like Horvat and Miller. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Malone, who always puts others first, gets own 
chance in spotlight 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

March 10, 2022, 12:52 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — This is the story of a walk-in Hall of Famer scoring the 
goal that put him into third place in the all-time scoring list…  

No, wait.  

This is the tale of Connor McDavid showing us why is the best hockey 
player on Earth, going against all instincts to rifle home the game-winner 
in OT…  

Hold on, folks. We’re being told that this is the story of… Brad Malone? A 
journeyman minor leaguer who outscored both Ovechkin and McDavid 
(in regulation) — including his first NHL goal since Dec. 3, 2015 — as the 
Oilers beat the Washington Capitals 4-3 in overtime.  

Whaaa…?  

“I don’t think it has really sunk in yet, to be honest,” Malone, 32, said after 
the 4-3 OT win. “It feels pretty awesome.”  

When the Capitals scored at 19:58 of the third period to force overtime, 
the people on press row were less concerned with the outcome than the 
fact that an Oilers loss would mitigate one of those stories that just 
doesn’t come around much anymore. And of course, Malone gets that.  

He’s played just over 200 NHL games, but almost 500 in the minor 
leagues. He’s been around long enough to know that feel good stories 
require the two points for a thorough telling.  

“It is tough to have an individual game like that and feel good about 
yourself when you don’t get the two points,” he said. “I know that is kind 
of the cliché thing, but in all honesty you don’t want to be that teammate 
in the room.”  

Frankly, if Malone weren’t in the very top echelon among quality 
teammates, he wouldn’t be here. Or anywhere, likely, at this age.  

Malone is that guy an NHL team places strategically in the minors to tutor 
their prospects on all the elements of being a pro. His job really isn’t to be 
an NHL player. It’s about helping others — like a young Kailer 
Yamamoto, for instance — become NHL players.  

The Oilers were going to call Malone up earlier this season when injuries 
struck, but he caught COVID-19 and missed his chance. They had to 
sign him to an NHL deal to get him to Edmonton, a contract that was 
announced the day the Oilers made his Bakersfield coach, Jay 
Woodcroft, their newest NHL head man.  

That, as much as anything, breathed fresh life into those old minor 
league sails.  

“We had a little team meeting (in Bakersfield) after Woody got called up, 
and I said, ‘This is the kind of opportunity that every guy in the American 
League wants, to have a guy who has seen you every day when the 
camera is not on — whether it is in practice, or on the bus or whatever,” 
Malone said. “He has a really good understanding of who we all are from 
down there. Guys should be excited about that opportunity with him (in 
Edmonton).”  

That’s what you call leadership, right? Pumping everyone else up about 
how this might be their big chance?  

But a funny thing happened on the way to the end of that tale.  

As it turned out, the guy who should have been the most excited about 
Woodcroft’s promotion was the person giving that speech.  

“I have a comfort level with Brad Malone. He plays the game hard and he 
navigates his way around the rink in the right fashion,” observed 
Woodcroft. “When unusual suspects find a way to contribute to five-on-
five offence, it fires the rest of the group up. Everyone’s super happy.”  

Malone took a pass from behind the net courtesy of Zack Kassian and 
quickly deposited it behind Ilya Samsonov. It was the kind of goal that, if 
a true goal scorer like Ovechkin scored it, we’d gush over it.  

When the Brad Malone’s of the world score one, it’s more like, “Nice 
shot. But who made that pass?”  

“I think most of his goals would be of the blue collar variety,” said 
Woodcroft. “But I’ve seen him score some nice ones over the years. So 
I’m happy to see him get it for us.”  

McDavid buried the OT winner on a two-on-one with Leon Draisaitl, an 
occasion made possible when Ovechkin was let off the hook for water 
skiing behind Zach Hyman, who had an empty net goal in his sights in 
the final minute of play. That kept the game alive for T.J. Oshie to tie it up 
with 1.8 seconds left in the third.  

“I would say there could’ve been a penalty,” McDavid said, eyebrows 
raised. “That was a hook, for sure, but the refs missed it and that’s the 
way it goes. We found a way to get the two points, which is all that really 
matters.”  

On a night when Nicklas Backstrom notched career point No. 1,000, 
Ovechkin was denied goal No. 767 to pass Jaromir Jagr and move into 
sole possession of third place on the all-time list.  

Samsonov gave his team every chance to win, but in the end could not 
hold back one of the top two-on-one duos in the game today. McDavid 
was thinking pass until the very end, then simply wired a low shot past a 
helpless Samsonov from about 10 feet out for the game winner. 

"You know me, I'm trying to get (Draisaitl) that puck,” McDavid said. “You 
always want to get Leo the puck in those types of situations.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Lehkonen will be hot commodity on trade 
market 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

March 10, 2022, 2:14 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — Don’t think we didn’t notice. 

When we posted a quote from this interview on Twitter, the one with 
Montreal Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes saying he wasn’t 
trying to trade Artturi Lehkonen, we saw the responses. We know most 
Canadiens fans want Lehkonen to stay through the Mar. 21 deadline, 
that they have come to appreciate his value now more than ever, and 
that they probably only feel stronger about it after watching him extend 
his point streak to five games in a 5-3 loss to the Vancouver Canucks on 
Wednesday.  

With Goals 12 and 13, the 26-year-old tied Nick Suzuki for second on the 
Canadiens in scoring. He added an assist in the third period to make it 
six goals and eight points on this run, and that put himself on pace for 20 
goals and 23 assists over 82 games—career highs in both categories 
and the type of production Canadiens fans expected from him regularly 
after he burst onto the scene with 18 goals and 28 points in his first 73 
NHL games. 

Considering all of that, no one wants to see Lehkonen leave town, except 
for perhaps all 16 teams who will participate in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Even a few on the bubble should have interest in a player who can do so 
much more than score goals and assists to bolster their chances. 
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We don’t want to belabour the point, because we got into this deep after 
the Canadiens kicked this five-game road trip off with a win in Ottawa, 
but it’s our belief that the market for Lehkonen will be too high to turn 
away from. We emphasized that it would be a no-brainer to sign the Finn 
if the Canadiens weren’t already overflowing with high-paid support 
players who they’ll struggle to move between now and the deadline, but 
reality is in the way of that. 

Lehkonen is a pending restricted free agent with arbitration rights, he’s 
one year away from unrestricted free agency and staring at a golden 
opportunity to earn a significant raise on his $2.3-million salary, and 
though the Canadiens may not have someone as effective to fill his role, 
they do have players coming who can help account for his loss. 

We’re not guaranteeing Lehkonen moves. 

If the Canadiens can’t get what they would consider to be fair value—a 
good prospect, or a conditional second-round pick that could become a 
first, or a late first, in our estimation—perhaps he’ll be here through the 
end of the season. 

We’re just not betting on that outcome. 

And we’d urge you to take Hughes’ comment to us about not trying to 
trade him for what it was—a guarded one that came moments after he 
told us right off the hop he wasn’t about to spill the details of his plans 
with the deadline finally in view. 

It was also a message to any potential suitors, one that said, “We’re not 
giving Artturi Lehkonen away.” 

We’re at a point where some teams will poke and prod and try to get him 
on the cheap. But as we get closer and closer to 3:00 p.m. ET on the 
21st, the Canadiens are gaining more and more leverage to stand their 
ground for something of real value. 

“He’s got a rep around the league of doing everything the right way and 
now the puck’s going in for him,” said one scout in attendance at 
Wednesday’s game. “We really like him. Any team with a real chance of 
making the playoffs or contending would really like him. And it’s not a 
secret that he tends to play better under pressure. He raises his game at 
playoff time. I’ve seen it. A lot of us have seen it. And we talk about that 
stuff in meetings.” 

There’s been evidence, since Lehkonen was drafted 55th overall in 2013, 
that this player steps up when it matters most. He broke Daniel 
Alfredsson’s playoff scoring record with the Frolunda Indians before 
coming to Montreal. He put up four points in his first six NHL playoff 
games, found his best self in the 2020 bubble, and scored the clutch goal 
that sent the Canadiens to the 2021 Stanley Cup Final. 

The pressure doesn’t faze Lehkonen. With his name circulating through 
the rumour mill at warp speed, he’s going through his best offensive 
sequence of the season. 

“It’s not the first season that my name has been dropped, so I know the 
reality of the situation,” Lehkonen said. “But it’s out of my control. I can’t 
do anything about it. So, I guess just keep playing well and try to help this 
team win hockey games. 

“I don’t really have to block it out that much. I know how it is, I’ve been in 
Montreal for six years.” 

The chances that he stays, though, are diminishing. 

“On winning teams you usually find guys like that. On championship 
teams,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “He plays like a player 
coaches like to have on their team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q and A: Canadiens GM Hughes on trade deadline, St. 
Louis, Price and more 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

March 8, 2022, 1:12 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- Kent Hughes sends out texts to two rival general 
managers to let them know he’ll be unavailable for the next 25 minutes. 
He’s sitting in a secluded wing on the third floor of the harbour-side 
Vancouver hotel the Montreal Canadiens are staying at, graciously 
waiting to appease my request for an interview he said he’d prefer not to 
do. 

“I have no issue with transparency, though I can’t be transparent with 
everything. And I’m happy to be accessible. But you’ll understand I’m not 
going to give you our playbook for the trade deadline,” Hughes starts. 
“And I’ve done so many interviews, and (coach) Marty (St. Louis) has 
done so man -- I don’t want people thinking it’s all about us. It has to be 
about the players. They’re the ones going out there and winning these 
games, and they deserve for the attention to be on them.” 

He’s right, of course. There’s a lot to say about Nick Suzuki, who appears 
to be taking his game from atmosphere to stratosphere here in these final 
months before his eight-year, $63-million contract kicks in and pays him 
to join the other stars in the mesosphere. And then there’s Cole Caufield, 
the prohibitive favourite for rookie-of-the-year honours who stumbled with 
just one goal and seven points through his first 30 games and now has 
seven goals and 14 points over his last 11. 

Laurent Dauphin and Rem Pitlick are emerging as capable NHL players, 
Brett Kulak is playing the best hockey of his career, goaltender Samuel 
Montembeault is taking advantage of the best opportunity he’s had since 
he was drafted 77th overall by the Florida Panthers in 2015, and 
undrafted defenceman Corey Schueneman is proving he can be a 
reliable depth option at this level. 

Back at the top end, Mike Hoffman has found his best self of late, not 
only producing two goals and five points in wins over the Calgary Flames 
and Edmonton Oilers but continuing to show he can move south just as 
well as he does north. As a result, St. Louis has been praising his 
defensive game and doing much to break him free of his reputation of 
being a one-dimensional player. 

Josh Anderson has scored six of his 15 goals on the season for his new 
coach, and Brendan Gallagher has finally shed the proverbial monkey 
from his back (it probably felt more like a silverback gorilla considering he 
hadn’t scored in 18 games before finally bagging one in his hometown of 
Edmonton) and has appeared much more like the Gallagher we’re all 
used to seeing. 

I tell Hughes I’d also like to speak him about what the future holds for him 
with big roster decisions looming between now and the March 21 trade 
deadline -- and beyond. 

“I don’t really have a lot to say about Gally,” Hughes responds about the 
winger who’s in Year 1 of a six-year, $39-million contract that comes with 
a modified no-trade clause and a no-movement clause. “He’s been a 
great contributor to this organization for a long time, and he’s on a long-
term deal. He works his butt off. 

“He’s been pretty impactful on this road trip. When you watch him, he’s 
missed a couple of great chances, which always happens when you’re 
snake-bitten. But he’s averaged close to 30 goals a year in his career. He 
missed one in Edmonton -- I don’t know if you saw -- where there was a 
rebound right there and it just popped over his stick. When you’re not 
having puck luck, that happens. Then he ended up scoring that game. 
Cole Caufield went however many games (without scoring). We can say 
it’s all (former coach) Dom (Ducharme), but there’s also a component of 
you start feeling good about yourself and all of a sudden you start scoring 
goals. So, hopefully the same will happen with Brendan Gallagher, who’s 
a pretty important player to this organization.” 

There are others who will stay, too, as Hughes insists he and Canadiens 
executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton have no 
intention of ripping this roster completely apart and starting over from 
scratch. 

Still, the deadline looms and Hughes has much more on his plate than 
just trying to extrapolate the best return for Ben Chiarot and one that 
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makes sense for Jeff Petry. What follows is a transcript of our 
conversation about what lies ahead immediately for the Canadiens, but 
also about St. Louis’ work and his future, about a recent hire in player 
development, about plans to expand hockey operations in development, 
analytics and scouting, about philosophies and blueprints, and definitely 
about his players. You’ll note Hughes is wisely evasive and purposefully 
vague where he needs to be, but he still had much of intrigue to say 
before running off to a meeting. 

There are a few very minor edits in here, purely for clarity and brevity. 

Eric Engels: How do you balance what you saw when you first arrived 
close to two months ago versus what you’re seeing in this short sample 
of winning hockey? 

Kent Hughes: I think dating back to the first press conference, if you 
recall what I said about scouting, it was familiarity is important. The 
longer you have eyes on players and different situations, the better 
understanding you get of a player. That applies to your own team, as 
well; it’s not unique to going to scout amateur hockey players. 

We’ve seen guys who weren’t performing well who are performing very 
well now. Part of that will always be confidence and situational. But part 
of it also might be style of play. There are players who are going to excel 
playing the game a certain -- Marty refers to brand -- I would call it style 
of play. I think we’re both meaning the same thing, with different 
descriptions. But that’s relevant. 

EE: Is this the style of play you want to see? 

KH: Yeah. I think we talked about it from the beginning in terms of 
playing a faster brand of hockey and a puck-possession brand of hockey. 

EE: So, is there more value, as you make your plans for the deadline, in 
that shorter sample than there normally would be -- being able to 
evaluate your players within the brand/style of hockey you want to play 
moving forward? 

KH: Yeah. But I still think Rome wasn’t built in a night. We don’t need to 
have everything figured out now. There are certain things that are time-
specific because of the trade deadline, and then there’s a lot of other 
things that we have time to look and understand and evaluate what we 
have. 

EE: What’s the market like now, with the trade deadline finally in view? 

KH: I think every team has different considerations. We were able to 
figure something out and get (the Tyler Toffoli) trade done. We did 
Andrew Hammond, too, but I would say one was a more significant trade 
in terms of Tyler. I look at it as teams will come at it from different 
perspectives. 

First of all, in the Western Conference things are so close and I’d imagine 
-- I don’t know -- there’s teams that if you’re on the fringe and you don’t 
know, then what are you doing? Are you making the push to get in? Or 
are you not getting in and risking giving away some component of your 
future? I think there’s others that will look at it and say, ‘We’re really 
good, we’ve got to invest more.’ It’s going to be a case-by-case situation. 
But there’s a lot of good hockey teams in the NHL this year. 

EE: Is the chatter picking up? 

KH: I think it’s been pretty continuous, to be honest with you. 

EE: What’s the interaction been like? I know it’s not your first time dealing 
with GMs, but this is a different context. 

KH: Different context, but it’s similar. When we’d go into free agency -- 
especially in those years where there was the interview period -- it’s 
conversations and feeling each other out. The process that went into it is 
you’d go on for a week and try to gauge where teams are, so this is kind 
of the same thing. 

EE: There’s been a lot of reported interest in Ben Chiarot. You said 
previously, you’d move him when you get what you’re looking for. Are 
people trying to squeeze you on that as we approach the deadline? 

KH: I don’t think people are trying to squeeze us. Again, if I look back (at 
his own experience as an agent in free agency), there’s a lot of exploring 
that goes into this type of process. I’m guessing teams are trying to 
understand what the cost of Chiarot is versus another potential option 

and they’re going to make their decisions. Conversely, we would look 
and compare different options of what fits best for us. 

EE: How do you view Artturi Lehkonen’s situation—a pending RFA who’s 
a year away from UFA, a valuable player to your team but also on deck 
for a contract that could crowd your bottom-six forward group with 
another pricey player if you keep him? 

KH: We’re not trying to trade him right now. I think I’ve said that about a 
number of players on our team. We’re not trying to trade them, but that 
doesn’t mean we wouldn’t receive phone calls with regards to them. And 
if something happens… 

We weren’t specifically trying to trade Tyler Toffoli, either; it just 
materialized, through a conversation, with a deal we thought made sense 
for us and Calgary thought made sense for them. 

I think I said it before; we’re not looking to do a fire sale here. And the 
more time we have to evaluate our group and make intelligent decisions, 
the better off we are. 

EE: Are you trying to trade Shea Weber? 

KH: Are we trying to trade him? No. We’ve had phone calls. There’s a lot 
of speculation and rumours. 

I’ve read all kinds of things of we have scouts in different buildings. If 
they are, I’m not aware of it. There’s probably a lot out there that’s not 
necessarily accurate. 

EE: You’re saying you don’t need to figure everything out right away, and 
you’re also saying you’re not necessarily actively trying to trade anyone 
and that you’ll take calls and make decisions as they come along. Some 
people might wonder if you guys have a plan. Obviously, you do, but how 
rigid is it? 

KH: I think I said this before, that in the course of rebui…not rebuilding 
but whatever term you’d like to give it… 

EE: Do you dislike that term? 

KH: I just don’t believe in the term. People can associate a certain thing 
with a rebuild versus a reset or a retool; I think Doug Wilson was the first 
guy to use a different term. Reset is what I think he was using. My 
objective is to try to build a roster that’s going to include players who are 
here and it’s going to include new players coming in. But hopefully we’re 
going to put a team on the ice that can win on a sustainable basis. So, if 
a rebuild means we’re stripping everything down and trading everybody 
away, then no, I don’t believe we’re doing that. 

But you can create a blueprint and say, “This is how we’re going to do it 
and this is Step 1, 2, 3 and 4,” and actually believe that everything goes 
according to plan, but I just think there’s a natural component of having to 
react to certain circumstances along the way. It’s just too hard to predict 
injuries and lack of performance from someone you expect to do 
something and doesn’t or somebody who steps in and ends up being 
way better than you anticipated. So, there’s a certain component of 
flexibility required. 

EE: Like Mike Tyson said, everyone has a plan until you get punched in 
the face. 

KH: Right. And again, the timing of it is important. More information you 
have, the better. And like I’ve said before, we’ll trade Ben Chiarot, but 
we’re not trading everybody. 

EE: On the theme of whatever R-word you’d like to use for this project, a 
lot of fans got their backs up when it was reported you’d be active in free 
agency. You’ve said all along that you valued players like Mark Recchi 
for the 2011 Cup-winning Bruins and Tim Taylor and Dave Andreychuk 
for the 2004 Cup-winning Lightning back in the day, so are we looking 
more at those types of acquisitions? Or are you going for the biggest fish 
in the sea? 

KH: I don’t see us going after the biggest fish in the sea in free agency. If 
we’re talking about a (seven-year) max contract, I don’t think that’s what 
we’re looking to do here. But we’ll go into free agency with the objective 
of trying to accomplish certain things with our team that are going to 
match our overall plan. 
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EE: With the deadline looming, have you had any contract discussions 
with some of your pending unrestricted free agents who you may want to 
keep? 

KH: I’m not prepared to talk about contracts with you. I can’t answer that. 

EE: Understood. Where are things at with Carey Price? 

KH: I’ll leave that to our medical people to answer. 

EE: Is it still possible he’ll play this season? 

KH: Yep. 

EE: How do you view your goaltending situation in general, with Jake 
Allen, Sam Montembeault and Hammond? Is it more important to hold on 
to all of them with the uncertainty Price is facing? 

KH: We have all those players. They’re here and under contract for the 
year. And Carey Price -- we’re waiting and watching to see what we’ll 
happen with him. 

EE: Is there a possibility of adding players before this deadline -- in 
hockey deals, and not just taking back expiring contracts? 

KH: If you’re asking if a trade would only necessarily involve a draft pick 
coming back, we’re going to be open and flexible to other things. 

EE: Would it be accurate to say there’s more interest in prospects 
coming back than picks? And if so, why is that potentially more valuable 
to you? 

KH: Timing and information. If somebody’s two years older, two years 
post-draft, you have more information on that player. It’s easier to predict 
what you’ll get out of a 20-year-old than an 18-year-old, easier to predict 
an 18-year-old than a 16-year-old. 

That doesn’t mean we don’t want draft picks. We’re going to look at 
anything, including former picks who are already playing. 

EE: What do you make of people saying this upcoming draft isn’t very 
deep? 

KH: I think most people think it’s a deep draft at the very top end of it. My 
guess is there’s going to be really great players in this draft who go on to 
great careers in the NHL. It doesn’t always mean it’s the player that’s 
projected to do it, but we’ve seen that year-in and year-out. 

Look at Shea Weber as a second-round pick (at 49th), and Patrice 
Bergeron was right before him at 45. It was an incredible draft (in 2003), 
and those two may have been the best players in it. 

EE: Has the deadline coming pushed back the process for other things 
like hiring another assistant GM? 

KH: Yes. Not just that; we wanted to get the player development piece 
started. I wouldn’t say it’s done, but at least it’s started. And I think that’s 
important as we go into a draft. And we’ve got a number of picks this 
year, so it’s important that we’ve got a group in place to work with at least 
part of our future of our organization. But it’s also working with our whole 
organization. I don’t believe our development group will strictly work with 
prospects, but also with the players in Laval and in Montreal. 

EE: Why Adam Nicholas (the new director of hockey development)? 

KH: Well, some people think of skills coaches, but I see him differently. 
He’s more of a development coach than just a skills coach. He’s 
somebody that’s going to work really with our coaching staff, and we’re 
going to be aligned and we’re going to develop plans to develop hockey 
players. I’ve talked to Adam a lot about hockey. He’s had different 
experience with a couple of organizations -- Chicago Steel being one of 
them, the Toronto Maple Leafs another -- who I think have invested 
pretty significantly in their player development. First and foremost, I 
believe in his hockey acumen and his ideas and his ability to help. He’s 
worked with a lot of our NHL players (his former clients with Quartexx), 
he’s worked with my kids (sons playing for the Northeastern Univerisity), 
so I’ve used him and been a consumer. I think he’s going to do a great 
job. 

EE: Is he bringing anybody with him? 

KH: He’s not bringing anybody with him, but (there will be more). Again, 
this job (as GM), it’s only been two months. You take the job, then you go 
on the road, then we have our pro meetings, so we’ve got all these ideas 
of everything we want to do but the day-to-day makes it so we have to 
push things off here or there. And it’s also that the longer I’m on the job, 
the more I’m learning, and the more I’m able to say, “We need this, or we 
need that.” I don’t want to just come in and say, “I’ve already got 
everything figured out and this is what we’re doing.” I think as we go 
along and go through it, we’ll figure out where we have shortcomings and 
what sort of skillsets we really need. I don’t really care about titles. I’m 
not saying I need another assistant GM or this or that, I want to look at it 
and say, “This is a need that we have, and this is the type of skillset we 
need to fill that type of role. 

EE: How expansive do you see that staff becoming? 

KH: Not sure. It won’t happen all at once. If we do it all at once and get it 
wrong, we’re going to be anchored down. I want to start this process, get 
a proper feel, get feedback. Ultimately, I see our development people 
working with our analytics people, everybody kind of working together. 
I’ve talked about it a lot—more of having this circular experience among 
hockey ops instead of these different silos. And in order for that to 
happen, there’s a feeling out process too. 

As far as the analytics piece is concerned -- and I saw (AGM John 
Sedgwick) Sedgy called it information, and I call it analytics but ultimately 
it’s data -- it’s looking at data and saying, 'How can data help us.' That’s 
not unique to us as the management group deciding; I think it’s our 
coaching staff and finding out what kind of data they want. And it’s about 
what do you know? And what can you learn once you have the data? 

And it’s the same thing on the player development side, and I’m sure the 
sports performance side too, saying, “What kind of data do you guys 
need? And what are you able to garner on your own? And how can we 
create an information system that would give you more? And how do we 
just become a more cohesive hockey operations organization?” 

EE: How close are you on analytics? Know you met a lot of people. 

KH: We met a lot of people. Again, I think the day-to-day of trade 
deadline and the team have probably delayed things a little bit and I was 
stuck in the US for a little bit. I had COVID, so I got caught for 10-11 
days. Just couldn’t get back across the border. 

As far as the plan, I always believe in being flexible to begin with. And 
even with the plan going into the trade deadline there’s at least some 
flexibility in terms of what we do. We have certain things that we want to 
accomplish, and not everything’s going to get accomplished overnight. 
Same thing with how we build out our organization. And I think every day 
we’re accumulating more and more information about the people and 
about what our needs are. And again, I don’t think this is something I 
could tell you today that this is exactly what’s going to happen, but I know 
what I want to accomplish overall, and Jeff and I and Sedgy are talking a 
lot as we go through this saying, “To achieve what we want to achieve, 
what about this? And what about that?” So, we’re exploring a lot of 
things. 

EE: Is John taking on part of overseeing analytics? 

KH: Yeah, he’s had a lot of resumes that have gone to him. He’s talked 
to a lot of different people. 

We want this in place. We don’t need it in place for the trade deadline, 
but we want this in place. I think ultimately when we get into next season, 
we want to the analytics group to be useful to all the different people in 
hockey ops and not just to management. 

EE: Back to your players. What’s the status with Jeff Petry? 

KH: I don’t know how much more colour I can give to the situation. I’ve 
said if we can move him, we’ll move him. It has to be a solution that 
makes sense for our organization, too, because he is a good hockey 
player. He’s a really good hockey player and he’s showing that right now. 

EE: You said you’ll have a new captain next season. How will you decide 
who it will be? 

KH: We haven’t gone any further in terms of determining how we’ll go 
through that process or talking about who could be candidates. We’re 
going step by step. Trade deadline is the focus for the time being. 
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Building out the hockey operations department is a close second. And 
we’ll address that situation once the season comes to a close. 

EE: About your coach: Is there a contract extension waiting for Martin St. 
Louis in your desk? 

KH: [Laughs] I think I said at the press conference that he had the interim 
tag, but I expected that he would be here. We didn’t bring him in to be, 
like he said, a substitute teacher. That was our intention as well, was that 
he would not be a substitute, and I think he’s been great. 

We’ll sit down and talk. There’s mutual respect there, so I’m not worried 
about the timing of things. 

EE: Is he enjoying it? 

KH: Doesn’t he look like he’s enjoying it? 

EE: He does. He looks like a natural. 

KH: What I said at the beginning, if you recall, was we weren’t hiring a 
coach to just go win a game. We were in last place at the time, we 
weren’t focused on the next win; we were focused on finding a coach 
who had the qualities we were looking for in a coach. And he had those 
qualities. 

I was never worried about experience because he was going to gain 
experience at a time where we could afford to have him make a mistake 
along the way. 

Did I expect him to come out and win seven out of eight games? No. 

But I expected he would be great, and I thought that it’s less about his 
experience and more about the qualities. And experience as a coach in 
the NHL is one thing, but he’s been in dressing rooms an awful long time 
as a player. So, he’s had those experiences. 

EE: What are your players proving to you under Marty? 

KH: They’re resilient. A great group of characters. It’s interesting because 
they just had their rookie party and all the guys that work equipment and 
that stuff talked about how well it was done and what a great group of 
guys they are. They had a lot of fun, it was tasteful, and everyone wanted 
to be here. I think we have a really good group of people and a good mix. 
People get along really well on this team and they’re working hard. We’re 
not making the playoffs, but they’re out there trying to win every hockey 
game and I think that’s an important look for us. 

EE: Thanks for your time. Good luck with the deadline. 

KH: Thank you. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maciver returns to Blackhawks as associate GM under 
Davidson 

 

Mike Koreen 

March 9, 2022, 3:50 PM 

 

CHICAGO -- Norm Maciver is returning to the Chicago Blackhawks after 
he was hired as associate general manager under new GM Kyle 
Davidson. 

The team announced Maciver's return on Wednesday. The 57-year-old 
Maciver had been working as the director of player personnel for the 
Seattle Kraken. 

``Bringing in Norm is the first of many hires we plan to make as we 
restructure our hockey operations,'' Davidson said in a release. ``I think it 
is important in this new hockey operations department to balance strong 
knowledge in hockey with new and innovative thinking. Norm brings that 

institutional knowledge and is one of the best talent evaluators in the 
business _ pushing the boundaries on new methods and techniques that 
we need here at the Blackhawks.'' 

Maciver will oversee Chicago's scouting operation, reporting directly to 
Davidson. Before he was hired by the expansion Kraken, Maciver worked 
for the Blackhawks for 14 years in a variety of roles, including assistant 
GM, director of player personnel and director of player development. 

``Norm has been a big help to me throughout my career personally, but 
he also isn't afraid to share his opinion and that is something that I 
respect most about him,'' Davidson said. ``He's a great first step in 
building this out.'' 

Davidson, 33, was named GM on March 1, losing the interim tag. He 
worked his way up after joining the franchise as a hockey operations 
intern in 2010. 

The addition of Maciver comes after assistant GM Ryan Stewart and 
amateur scouting director Mark Kelley recently left the organization. 
Former NHL defenseman Brian Campbell could take on a more 
prominent role with the team after Davidson talked about their connection 
during his introductory press conference. 

``Kyle and I have a great relationship and I believe in his vision for the 
team and the future of our hockey operations department,'' Maciver said 
in a release. ``I'm thankful to the Blackhawks for this opportunity and I'm 
anxious to get back to work in a place that has become home.'' 

Maciver also played 12 years in the NHL, finishing with 55 goals and 230 
assists in 501 regular-season games. He was an assistant coach with the 
Boston Bruins for two seasons before his first stint with Chicago. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthews comes up clutch again as Maple Leafs outscore 
their problems vs. Kraken 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 8, 2022, 10:36 PM 

 

TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs have 99 problems and Auston 
Matthews might just outscore each one. 

“He's the best player in the league,” Michael Bunting said. 

This was minutes after the heroic comeback had been completed, and 
the hats rained down, and the flaws got drowned out by the arena’s roar. 

“The best player, by far.” 

Matthews and his two perfectly complementary wingers — Mitch Marner 
welcomes nickname suggestions for the hottest line in hockey — are 
dragging the Toronto Maple Leafs through the dog days of winter. 
Through a key injury, some alarming defensive trends, and a prolonged 
bout of the yips in net. 

And they did so again Tuesday in a roller-coaster 6-4 victory over the 
lottery-bound Seattle Kraken that may have been the Leafiest Leaf game 
these Leafs have ever Leafed. 

Leap to an early 3-1 lead and seemingly hold the outcome in control. Hit 
snooze and fall behind 4-3. Throw a few superstars over the boards late, 
capes a-flying, and let them save the night. 

“It's no secret who we have on our bench, right? We have weapons,” said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. “If the game is within striking distance, we have 
difference-makers. That gives us reason for belief. 
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“There's no doubt we believe we can win any type of game, no matter 
what the score is or what’s happening. We’ve got a good group, a deep 
group, and we’ve got game-breakers.” 

Somehow, the Leafs glanced at the easiest stretch of their schedule and 
decided to make it hard. 

In the middle of a seven-game run exclusively against opponents outside 
of the playoff picture, the Cup-dreaming, deadline-buying Maple Leafs 
have barely kept their heads above water. 

Last week’s home losses to Buffalo and Vancouver were partially 
redeemed by Monday’s nail-biting victory in Columbus. 

And things appeared to be on track again Tuesday, as the local heroes 
pounced on the power-play to seize a 3-1 edge over the expansion 
Seattle Kraken. 

Cue the inevitable comeback. 

Yes, for the third straight outing and eighth time in 2022, the Maple Leafs 
— whose issues are a Venn diagram of two intersecting circles labelled 
“defence” and “goaltending” — let a multi-goal lead disintegrate. 

The Kraken rallied with three unanswered goals to swipe a third-period 
advantage. 

“I was disappointed to once again give up the lead,” said Keefe, whose 
crackdown on rush chances has turned into an emphasis on boxouts and 
net-front discipline. 

“We want to plug one hole over here, and usually something else kind of 
pops up. So we're looking to plug as many of these holes as we can. But 
like I said, I like the fact that our team once again, in that situation, calmly 
gathered itself and went out and won a hockey game.” 

Toronto built its early lead on the strength of power-play markers from 
core stars Matthews and William Nylander, while John Tavares notched 
his first even-strength goal in 17 games. 

Carson Soucy, Alexander Wennberg, Colin Blackwell (shorthanded), and 
Jaden Schwartz responded for Seattle. No, the Kraken didn’t outplay 
Toronto, but the visitors cashed in on the Leafs’ defensive lapses. 

Jack Campbell has promised to be better, and on this evening his .867 
save percentage was good enough to outduel Philipp Grubauer’s .836. 
Baby steps. 

“We made it tough on him,” Keefe said. “Not good enough on our part.” 

“Keefer has a lot of confidence in me. Felt great to be back in there 
tonight,” Campbell said. “Keep working on some details, but I felt much 
better.” 

One had to wonder, however, what was running through the goaltender’s 
mind as the pucks zipped past in a crashing wave. Or what solutions 
Leafs peak performance coach Greg Harden, taking in the action from 
the press box Tuesday, might have in store. 

Thankfully, Matthews clapped back to tie the affair midway through the 
third, bailing out his team with a burst and slick deke. 

“It’s a no-doubter type finish,” Keefe said. “I think we’re at the point where 
it's hard to be surprised by what Auston does.” 

Marner ripped the winner on the power-play just 40 seconds later, and 
Matthews completed his hat trick into an empty net just for kicks. 

The Hart candidate has 43 goals in his Rocket Trophy defence, a silly 36 
in his past 37, and admits he sometimes thinks about how sweet 50 will 
taste. 

Is there a word for how Matthews is operating these days? 

“Machine,” Campbell said. 

As Toronto hung on for two dramatic points, it was another evening that 
reinforced the infuriating/exhilarating juxtaposition that is the Maple Leafs 
in 2022. 

Able to score and get scored on in bunches, they’re either slamming the 
gas or fishtailing near the ditch. 

Cursed in their own end. Blessed with game-breakers in the enemy’s 
zone. 

These days, they’ll take their chances playing next-goal-wins. 

You might, too, when the puck is on Matthews’ tape. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• How might a five-year, $25-million contract extension change former 
Leaf Jared McCann’s life? 

He’s been a renter throughout his seven-year, four-franchise NHL career. 
Now he’s ready to be a homeowner. 

See, millennials? It’s totally doable. 

• Asked Dave Hakstol, who was on the Maple Leafs bench for their 
postseason losses in 2020 and 2021, for his theory on why Toronto has 
yet to get over the hump. 

“I watch it from a different viewpoint now. There's no easy way to get 
there,” replied Hakstol, hesitant to get specific. 

“I believe that group will just continue to grow, learn from the different 
challenges and successes and failures. And that's how you do it. 
Because there's no easy way to the end. You can look back on any team 
that's been able to do it. So, it's a character group. It's a skilled group. It's 
a good group of people.” 

• Jake Muzzin (concussion) hit the ice for about 40 minutes Tuesday 
morning. Keefe doesn’t see that as a surprise because “he’s been feeling 
good for a little while now.” 

The Maple Leafs remain cautious and patient and will not put a definitive 
timeline on Muzzin’s return, but the blueline misses him. It’s difficult to 
believe he’ll ride LTIR all the way until the playoffs begin in May. 

• Wayne Simmonds was honoured for his 1,000th game with a silver stick 
and a Tiffany crystal in a blue-carpet ceremony. His young daughters, 
Kori and Kapri, were gifted with silver mini sticks, and teammates past 
(Drew Doughty, Claude Giroux, Sean Couturier) and present (Tavares, 
Michael Bunting, Jason Spezza), plus Willie O’Ree recorded messages 
for a congratulatory video: 

“His family's out there and you're watching this video and we're seeing 
the journey, seeing the impact that he’s made in the community here,” 
Keefe reflected. “You just can't help but feel the pride that he has to be a 
Maple Leaf at this point in his career.” 

Campbell looked up to the big screen and saw an old friend in Doughty 
and a recent one in Giroux, whom he met at all-star weekend: “When I 
was there, he was talking about Simmer so much.” 
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