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Antti Raanta posts dominant shutout for the Hurricanes in 2-0 win over the Avalanche 

By Chip Alexander 

Ian Cole of the Carolina Hurricanes said it would be a 
“statement game” Thursday, a matchup of two of the NHL’s 
best teams. 

Canes winger Nino Niederreiter said it should be a “fun” 
game although Brett Pesce, speaking for the defensemen, 
quickly countered, “Not so fun.” 

The Colorado Avalanche, everyone agreed, offered a huge 
challenge. Not only do the Avs have some of the best 
forwards in the league — Nathan MacKinnon has world-class 
speed and skill — but a fast rising superstar in defenseman 
Cale Makar. 

In a game packed with fast-paced entertainment, the 
Hurricanes won 2-0 as goalie Antti Raanta had 36 saves in 
his finest outing of the season, handing the Avs their first 
shutout of the season. 

“He was great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You 
can’t really say much more. It was a pretty good game, pretty 
spirited and I thought it was pretty even, and I guess he was 
the difference.” 

Ethan Bear’s goal with 5:40 left in regulation gave the Canes 
a 1-0 lead and their fans a chance to roar. After forward 
Jesper Fast won a board battle and pushed the puck to Bear 
at the right point, the defenseman got off a shot that 
appeared to hit the stick of the Avs’ Nazem Kadri and eluded 
goalie Darcy Kuemper — Bear’s third goal of the season and 
his second game-winner. 

Sebastian Aho scored an empty-net goal with 1:32 left in 
regulation for a 2-0 lead after the Avs pulled Kuemper for a 
sixth attacker. 

“In a close game like that you never know what can happen,” 
Bear said. “You get those lucky bounces once in a while 
when you’re working hard and playing the right way.” 

The Avalanche (41-13-5) came into the game with the best 
winning percentage in the league and the Canes (40-12-5), 
who last played Sunday against Seattle, were second. 

Carolina, with the win, moved into first with a .746 win 
percentage. 

“That was a very fun game, especially first and second in the 
league,” Bear said. “That’s a game we pride ourselves on 
winning.” 

As the game worked its way deep into the third period, it 
became a test of which goalie would allow the first goal. The 
two were once teammates with the Arizona Coyotes, adding 
a little more to their head-to-head in net, and both were on 
point, making the tough stops. Kuemper, like Raanta, had 36 
saves. 

In the third, Raanta had MacKinnon first find the post with an 
attempt — a near-miss — and then get a second chance. 
But Raanta got a piece of the shot, his biggest save of the 
game. 

The Avs’ Makar had a 13-game point streak end as the 
Canes limited his opportunities and held him to one shot. 
Gabriel Landeskog had a game-high seven shots and 
MacKinnon six, although his 12-game streak also ended. 

It was strength against strength as Brind’Amour, with the last 
change, matched Aho’s line against the MacKinnon line. 
They saw a lot of each other in the next 60 minutes. 

The Canes, with plenty of jump, had a 19-11 shooting edge 
in the first period. Aho nearly scored seconds into the game, 
bursting in for a backhander. 

The Avs then flipped the script in the second, outshooting 
Carolina 17-6 and forcing the Canes to work a lot more in 
their own zone. 

“It was a great first period and we did everything we had to 
do,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re a great team and they were 
great in the second period.” 

Both had their power-play chances and often it resulted in 
shorthanded chances as the penalty kill units efficiently did 
their jobs. The Canes were 0-4 on the power play and the 
Avs 0-3. 

“It was a pretty even game all around, probably what you 
would expect with these two teams,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Canes’ decision to add goalies Andersen, Raanta over Mrazek, Nedeljkovic appears sound 

By Justin Pelletier 

It was a bad night for a pair of former Carolina Hurricanes 
netminders on Thursday — two goalies about which fans 
screamed when the team decided to either trade them or let 
them walk — while one current Canes goalie turned in his 
best performance of the season. 

With an eye across the NHL, Thursday was a microcosm of 
what the season has been like for all parties involved, down 
to the tight-checking playoff atmosphere at PNC Arena. 

Turns out, perhaps, the Canes made the right decision all 
those months ago. 

Carolina battled the Colorado Avalanche on Thursday in a 
matchup of the NHL’s top two teams in the standings and the 
team’s so-called backup keeper, Antti Raanta, turned in an 
all-star performance, stopping 36 shots to earn a 2-0 shutout 
win over the Avs, the only team with more points in the NHL 
so far this season. 

The game had a decided playoff feel — tight checking, low 
scoring and, yes, stellar goaltending all around, from Raanta 
and from Darcy Kuemper in the other cage. And in true 
playoff fashion, a fluky goal decided the outcome of a game. 
Ethan Bear’s wobbling floater from out near the blue line on 
a quick turnaround shot knuckled past Kuemper with 5:40 to 
play in the third period. Sebastian Aho added an empty-
netter in the final minutes. 

But what Canes fans saw Thursday — at least in the 
goaltending department — wasn’t abnormal. The team’s 
goalies have been among the league’s best this season. On 
Thursday, it was Raanta’s turn for a third straight start, 
though for most of the year, the crease has been Frederik 
Andersen’s. 

Scratched from the past two games with an undisclosed 
injury, Andersen has been Carolina’s wall between the pipes 
this season. His 2.08 goals-against average and .928 save 
percentage are each third in the league. 

Not that Raanta has been a slouch as the team’s primary 
backup. The well-traveled Finn has posted 2.47 and .911 
numbers in racking up nine wins through Thursday. 

Last summer, though, there was some overall consternation 
surrounding the Canes’ decision to roll with Andersen and 
Raanta. Folks in Raleigh had fallen in love with a rookie 
named Ned, and a reliable, if not flashy veteran in Petr 
Mrazek. 

On Thursday night, a tumultuous season for both Alex 
Nedeljkovic and Mrazek provided direct contrast to what 
Canes fans saw at PNC, and it started just as Raanta took 
the ice for the Canes against Colorado. 

In one clip, with the Red Wings holding a 2-0 lead, 
Nedeljkovic watched as a long flip into the zone bounced a 
few feet in front of his cage. He attempted to swat at it with 
the open paddle of his goalie stick, ticked the puck and 
redirected it into his own net. 

Nearly simultaneously, Mrazek allowed three quick goals 
against as the Toronto Maple Leafs hosted the Arizona 
Coyotes, two of which could be considered weaker efforts. 

To be fair, no goalie should be judged on a single miscue, 
nor one or even five games in an NHL season that stretches 
82 regular-season contests, plus playoffs. 

But neither Nedeljkovic nor Mrazek are doing much to 
contradict Thursday’s narrative, either. 

Playing for an admittedly rebuilding Detroit team, Nedeljkovic 
has shouldered much of the load for the Red Wings this 
season, appearing in 40 games and starting 37. His nearest 
comparison, based on those numbers, would be Andersen, 
whose 39 games played leads the Canes. Nedeljkovic’s 
numbers, beyond games played, hardly compare. The 
second-year keeper, who earned some votes last season for 
NHL Rookie of the Year, has posted a 3.19 GAA and .901 
save percentage this season. 

In Toronto, Mrazek has again been injured, a condition that 
plagued him in his final season with the Canes. But in his 15 
games prior to Thursday, he’s hardly been a world-beater, 
posting pedestrian numbers of 3.28 goals against per game, 
and an .890 save percentage. 

Using Raanta as his comparison, again given the 
approximate same number of games played, it’s not even 
close. 

Now, what does this all mean? 

As far as the regular season goes, there are a lot of people 
out there who might want to politely offer the Canes and GM 
Don Waddell an apology for raking Hurricanes management 
over the coals last summer when all of these moves went 
down. The collection of reactions would make a fantastic 
“Mean Tweets” segment on late-night TV, but are wholly 
inaccurate in retrospect. 

But while the Canes goalies’ regular-season numbers are 
gaudy, things will completely reset in April — at least for 
Carolina and Toronto. The Red Wings are long out of the 
playoff picture, but both the Leafs and Canes have visions of 
Cups dancing in their heads. 

Neither Mrazek nor Nedeljkovic have spectacular track 
records in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Mrazek has a career 
2.43 GAA and a .911 save percentage in 29 postseason 
contests. He was 8-9 over three seasons with the 
Hurricanes. 

Nedeljkovic’s first postseason in the NHL was last season, 
when he posted a 2.17 and .920 in nine games with the 
Canes, going 4-5. 

By contrast, Andersen has seen plenty of playoff action, 
most of the time after long regular seasons during which he 
carried the bulk of the team’s net time. 

In 53 playoff starts, Andersen is 27-23, with a 2.55 GAA and 
.916. His deepest run came with the Ducks in 2014-15, but 
his resume also includes four consecutive first-round exits 
with the Maple Leafs from 2017-20. Also to note in those 
seasons, though, Anderson played in 75 percent of his 
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team’s games in the regular season, a pace he was on here 
until this past week’s injury layoff. 

Raanta, meanwhile, has yet to start a playoff game in his 
nine NHL seasons. 

While the jury is still technically out, given the lofty goals the 
Canes have set for themselves — and those the fan base 

has invariably set for its beloved team — the team’s 
goaltending moves appear to have been sound. 

And all it took to support that argument was a little bit of 
channel surfing on Thursday night. 
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Civian vs. Baugh: What we learned about the Hurricanes and Avalanche in a thrilling 
matchup of the NHL’s elite 

By Peter Baugh and Sara Civian  

If Thursday’s Avalanche-Hurricanes showdown proves to be 
a postseason preview, Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
won’t be complaining. 

“The only next time we’d see them (in the playoffs) would be 
in the finals,” he said. “That’d be pretty good if we can get 
there.” 

Colorado is the top team in the West. Carolina is the top 
team in the East. After Thursday’s 2-0 Hurricanes win, the 
teams will meet once more in the regular season, on April 
16. After that, if we see these two in the same arena again, 
it’ll be the Stanley Cup Final, and its a matchup plenty of 
people are picking. 

The heavyweight tilt Thursday didn’t disappoint. The game 
featured a late go-ahead goal, high emotions and frustrated 
postgame comments from Colorado captain Gabriel 
Landeskog, who criticized the third-period officiating in a 
contest he said felt like it was the playoffs. 

Neither of these teams has much to prove in the regular 
season, so let’s look at this game as a benchmark. What do 
these teams need to adjust to make it to the Final? How do 
the Best of the East and the Best of the West stack up? 

Here’s what we learned. 

Overall impressions on the opposing team 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes writer: Colorado is just as 
advertised. Brind’Amour summed it up well before the game: 
“I don’t think it’s one thing — it’s not one player; obviously 
they’ve got, how many, you could name a few (great 
players). It’s not about that. It’s about trying to find a 
weakness with teams like that. You’ve got the goalies, you’ve 
got the defense, you’ve got some amazingly talented players 
up front. That’s when you know you’ve got a good team.” 

The Avs showed that back-end strength when the Canes had 
what seemed to be 4 million high-danger chances early in 
the first period. The way the Avalanche defense was able to 
survive and build off that first period was impressive, and of 
course that starts with goaltender Darcy Kuemper. By the 
time Ethan Bear trickled one past Kuemper in the third, the 
Avalanche had caught up to the Hurricanes’ shot count at 
34-34. 

It’s sort of funny that the two top offenses in the league held 
a 0-0 score until the last six minutes of regulation, but it was 
one of the most entertaining games I’ve seen all season. 

Peter Baugh, Avalanche writer: The Avalanche hadn’t been 
shut out in the first 58 games of the season. Antti Raanta 

found a way to change that, halting all 36 shots he faced, 
and Carolina’s ability to put pucks on net ultimately led to 
Bear’s goal. A game full of high-end scorers ended up 
decided by a defenseman’s shot sneaking through. 

The Hurricanes clearly like playing at home, jumping out to 
an impressive start in their own building. Their penalty kill, 
which Avalanche coach Jared Bednar praised pregame as 
aggressive with their body and stick positioning, shut out 
Colorado’s three power-play chances. Then, during six-on-
five play, Sebastian Aho, whom I love to watch despite his 
unfortunate pizza takes, intercepted a Landeskog pass and 
potted an empty-netter. Raanta also came up big, and the 
fact that when Frederik Andersen gets healthy they’ll have 
two starting-level goaltenders could be huge come playoff 
time. 

Brind’Amour clearly has this team coached well, and 
Carolina and Colorado looked like evenly matched teams. 

How the stars matched up 

Baugh: After withstanding the early Carolina push, 
Colorado’s top line generated some quality chances. Nathan 
MacKinnon set up Mikko Rantanen — Aho’s captain when 
Finland won world juniors — for a good look in the second 
period, and the Finnish winger rang a shot off the post. 
MacKinnon later hit a post of his own and then, when star 
blueliner Cale Makar got him the puck with space in front of 
Raanta, he sailed one over the net, throwing his head back 
in frustration. All in all, it wasn’t the Avalanche stars’ best 
night, but they showed flashes of why they’re some of the 
most talented players in the league. 

The shutout loss marked the end of Makar’s 13-game-point 
streak. He had three goals and 21 points in that stretch, 
which is pretty bonkers for a defenseman. Bednar played 
him for more than 28 minutes tonight, and he’s taking on 
more and more of a penalty kill responsibility. Colorado 
outchanced Carolina 7-6 at five-on-five with him on the ice, 
per Natural Stat Trick. 

Civian: We’re seeing Brind’Amour become more comfortable 
tossing Aho out in tough situations, and he’s rising to the 
occasion. He handled the Sidney Crosby matchup last week, 
and I liked what I saw against MacKinnon tonight with some 
defensive zone battles won. Obviously, there’s work to do — 
MacKinnon ended the night going 60 percent from the 
faceoff dot while Aho went 37 percent — but the Aho line 
and the rest of the Canes were able to hold MacKinnon to 
zero points and a minus-1 despite his six shots. That’s not 
sustainable in a seven-game series, but I’m sure it’s a 
confidence booster for the Canes to know it’s at least 
possible. 
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I genuinely wanted to see a Makar point. I absolutely love his 
game, and I think he’s more special than we even know yet. 
But I guess I’ll have to wait. 

Baugh: Go to another Avalanche game and you’ll probably 
see one. He usually finds a way to get on the scoresheet. 
Special player. 

Who could provide reinforcements come playoff time? 

Civian: This so-called benchmark game came at the right 
time a few weeks ahead of the trade deadline. It was a great 
resource to determine what each team is lacking on the way 
to a Stanley Cup. For the Canes, I feel like it showed us that 
they might not be lacking in the backup goalie department. 
Raanta’s injury history and sometimes questionable playoff 
history have made me wonder at times if he can be the 1B 
the Canes need to make a serious run, but his play as of late 
has me convinced. 

“That’s why we went out and did what we did this summer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was specifically for this kind of situation. 
We all felt that Raanta had that kind of game and we see that 
he is able to do that. We all know how important goaltending 
is, and it’s nice to have two guys that we can count on.” 

Fair enough. So we rule out goalie shopping, and the Canes 
managed one star goal (Aho empty net) and one depth goal 
(Bear) Thursday. The Canes have said for weeks that they’re 
potentially looking to add a defenseman at the deadline, and 
if tonight was any indication, that might be the way to go — 
especially with Tony DeAngelo out for a few more weeks. 

Baugh: Colorado’s defensive corps was thin this game with 
two second-pairing blueliners hurt. Bowen Byram is still on 
personal leave while he recovers from a concussion, and 
Samuel Girard went back to Denver after the New Jersey 
game. He’s dealing with a lower-body injury that the team is 
evaluating, and Bednar didn’t have an update on his 
timetable. 

Colorado could look for defensive reinforcements at the 
deadline, and I think the team also needs another forward. 
Stanley Cup winners almost always have three lines that can 
score consistently, and Colorado has only two. If the 
Avalanche acquire another dynamic offensive player, he can 
bolster the third line, or someone like Valeri Nichushkin or 
Andre Burakovsky could move down and fill in as a third-line 
winger. If the front office can pull that off, Colorado could roll 
into the postseason as an offensive juggernaut. 

If the other team wins the Stanley Cup, ___ will win the Conn 
Smythe Trophy 

Baugh: Aho. He’s such a good player in so many different 
ways. Plus he went golfing with Harry Styles. If he starts 
eating pineapple on pizza he’ll be a lock. 

Civian: Cale MacKinnon. Lol. How does one pick? 

Baugh: I’d love to see Brind’Amour’s Cale MacKinnon 
scouting report. 

Civian: I would love to see Ian Cole’s. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Avalanche 

The NHL's two best teams go head-to-head tonight at PNC Arena 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes have the National 
Hockey League's second best points percentage at .741. 
They only trail the Colorado Avalanche and their .750. 
Tonight the two teams go against one another.  

Canes Record: 39-12-5 (83 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Win over the Seattle Kraken on 
Sunday, March 6. 

Avalanche Record: 41-12-5 (87 Points, 1st - Central Division) 

Avalanche Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday, March 8. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: Martin Necas broke an 18-game goal drought 
in the third period on Sunday, striking for the game-winner in 
what would be a 3-2 victory over Seattle. The power play 
scored twice to get the game to it's 2-2 juncture and when all 
was said and done, Antti Raanta made 28 stops on 30 shots 
for his second win in three days. 

Saved The Best For Last: Entering tonight Colorado is the 
only team in the NHL that the Canes have not faced. It is the 
first of two meetings between the two sides this season, with 
the two getting together again in Denver on Saturday, April 
16. 

Home Cooking: The Canes have points in 11 straight home 
games, dating back to their win over Vancouver on January 
15. It is currently the third-longest streak in franchise history 
and should they earn a point tonight, they'll move into a tie 
for second at 12 games. 

In The Crease: Antti Raanta has started the team's two most 
recent games, with Frederik Andersen not being 100% and 
not dressing for Sunday's game. Alex Lyon was recalled 
under emergency conditions Saturday night, then reassigned 
Monday, but was then recalled under emergency conditions 
again Thursday morning. 

Captain's Getting Hot: After starting the year with just two 
goals and eight assists in the team's first 36 games of the 
season, Jordan Staal now has five goals in his last eight 
games. Since the All-Star break he has ten points in 13 
games. 

Good As The Game Goes On: Martin Necas' third period 
game-winner on Sunday moved the team's goal differential 
to +29 in the final frame of regulation this year. With that 
being the best in the NHL, Carolina has outscored their 
opponents 68-39 in the last 20 minutes of games. 

Production From The Blue Line: Colorado's 180 points from 
their defense this year rank tops among all NHL clubs. The 
Canes rank fourth with their 141. 

A Look At The Other Side: Colorado will enter tonight 
wanting to get back on track after losing a three-goal lead 
Tuesday night in New Jersey. The Avs led 3-0 just 5:52 into 
the middle frame, but the Devils rattled off five in a row in 
response and eventually picked up the 5-3 victory. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

More Milestones:  Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their red 
sweaters tonight. 
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Recap: Canes, Raanta Shut Out Colorado, 2-0 

Veteran netminder makes 36 saves en route to his second shutout of the season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Antti Raanta and the Carolina Hurricanes 
held the league's top team without a goal Thursday, shutting 
out the Colorado Avalanche in 2-0 fashion  

Three Things: 

1) Tonight's Game Was As Good As Advertised 

Carolina dominated the first period, Colorado controlled the 
second and the teams each had their fair share of 
opportunities in the third. The contest went into the final 20 
minutes tied and provided an entertaining evening from start 
to finish for all who either attended or watched. 

Rod Brind'Amour said post-game that he felt the game was 
certainly exciting despite just the two goals, as the speed 
and skill of both sides was on display throughout. 

Additionally featuring two strong goaltending performances, 
there were certainly many that left tonight's game that would 
be more than pleased if the two met again in the postseason. 

2) Take A Bow, Mr. Raanta 

With Frederik Andersen still unable to play due to his day-to-
day injury, Raanta made his third consecutive for the first 
time this season. 

Dialed in from start to finish, the 32-year-old Finn took his big 
opportunity and ran with it, turning away all 36 shots faced 
for his second shutout of the campaign. Including a 17-save 
second period, the backstop looked noticeably strong 
throughout, forced to make crucial stops against the Western 
Conference's most potent offense. 

3) Points In 12 Straight On Home Ice 

Another fantastic PNC Arena crowd understood the 
magnitude of tonight's matchup and put some wind in the 
sails of their Metropolitan-leading group. 

Engaged throughout, Caniacs watched as their team earned 
at least a point for the 12th straight home game (11-0-1). 
This now ties the second-longest home point streak in 
franchise history, the first time since 2009 that a team has 
gone a dozen games without a regulation defeat. 

Next up? The 2005-06 group, who went 14-0-1 during a 
stretch in their special season. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour when asked if he was pleased with his 
group's effort tonight: 

"Pretty hard not to be. It was a great first period, we did 
everything we had to do. They're a great team, and so they 
were great in the second period. The third period was even 
and we got the one that put it away. I thought it was pretty 
even all around and kind of what you'd expect between these 
two teams." 

Antti Raanta's opening remarks after his second shutout of 
the season: 

"It feels great, but I couldn't do it without the guys in front of 
me. A bunch of pucks were coming to the net and a couple 
of times I could've controlled them better, but that's hockey 
and rebounds happen. That's why you have the defensemen 
there to play the puck. The first and third were definitely our 
best periods. The second period got a bit out of hand, but we 
still managed to hold them off the score sheet and we gave 
ourselves a chance to get the win in the third. Obviously it's a 
great feeling." 

Ethan Bear on his third period, game-winning goal: 

"In a tight game like that, you never know what could 
happen. You just have to get it to the net and keep it simple. 
You get those lucky bounces every once in a while when 
you're working hard and you're playing the right way." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to hold a limited practice Friday 
afternoon. They'll then turn their attention to a home-road 
weekend back-to-back, featuring Philadelphia at PNC Arena 
Saturday and then a Sunday matinee in Pittsburgh 

Bonus Notes: 

 This was the first time this season the Colorado 
Avalanche were held without a goal. 

 36 saves was second-most this season for Raanta. 
His 37 last Tuesday in Detroit is the only 
performance with more. 

 Raanta played opposite Darcy Kuemper tonight. 
The two were the primary goaltending tandem for 
the Arizona Coyotes from 2017-2021. 

 Sebastian Aho put the icing on the cake with the 
third period, empty net tally. The goal was his 25th 
of the season. 

 Jordan Staal had a team-high five hits. 

 Carolina advanced to 40-12-5 on the season. 
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Raanta, Hurricanes blank Avalanche for third straight win 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta made 36 saves, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes became the first team to shut out the 
Colorado Avalanche this season in a 2-0 win at PNC Arena 
on Thursday. 

Ethan Bear put Carolina ahead 1-0 at 14:20 of the third 
period when his shot from the right boards went through 
Colorado goalie Darcy Kuemper's five-hole. 

"It's like we're talking about all day, just get pucks to the net," 
Bear said. "We just got a lucky bounce." 

Sebastian Aho scored into an empty net for the 2-0 final with 
1:32 left. 

The Hurricanes (40-12-5) won their third straight, extending 
their home point streak to 12 games (11-0-1) and their home 
winning streak to six. 

Kuemper made 35 saves for the Avalanche (41-13-5), who 
have lost four of five. Colorado, playing its 59th game, 
entered Thursday second in the NHL in goals per game 
(3.91) behind the Florida Panthers (4.12). 

"I thought it was a well-played hockey game by both teams, 
highly competitive, lots of pace," Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar said. "Not a lot of room to move; that's why the score 
was 0-0. 

"They got a break when they threw it to the net, which is 
what can happen. I think it hits [Avalanche forward Nazem 
Kadri] up high by the battle and it changes direction and 
beats 'Kemps.' So that's the difference in the hockey game." 

Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar had his point and assist 
streaks end at 13 games, and forward Nathan MacKinnon 
had his 12-game point streak end. 

Raanta has won three consecutive starts, the past two with 
Frederik Andersen out with an undisclosed injury. 

"It was a pretty good game, pretty spirited," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I think we all felt that 'Rants' had that 
kind of game in him. We all know how important goaltending 
is. It's nice to have two guys you can count on." 

It was Raanta's second shutout of the season and 15th in 
215 NHL games (195 starts). 

"I think it's just getting that rhythm, getting that confidence 
and just playing the game. I don't have to think too much," 
Raanta said. "Obviously, a great feeling." 

Kuemper made 19 saves in the first period. 

"I thought he was really good, especially early on," Colorado 
captain Gabriel Landeskog said. "In the first period, he did a 
great job of settling things down and keeping us in that 
game. They came out fast and hard, and he made some big 
stops." 

NOTES: Makar's assist streak was the longest in 
Avalanche/Quebec Nordiques history. It ranks fifth in NHL 
history among defensemen behind Paul Coffey (17 games, 
1985-86), Brian Leetch (15, 1991-92), Phil Housley (14, 
1992-93) and Bobby Orr (14, 1970-71). … The Avalanche 
had not lost consecutive games in regulation since a three-
game losing streak Oct. 16-21. … Colorado defenseman 
Samuel Girard was scratched with a lower-body injury and 
returned to Denver for evaluation. … Aho tied Jeff Skinner 
for seventh on the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers points list 
with 379 (170 goals, 209 assists). 
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Bear, Aho, Raanta help Hurricanes beat Avalanche 2-0 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Colorado Avalanche and the 
Carolina Hurricanes spent most of three periods Thursday 
night playing to their status as two of the league’s top teams 
— even if they couldn’t manage to put a puck in the net. 

It took a defenseman who hadn’t scored a goal since New 
Year’s Day to finally push the Hurricanes in front. 

Ethan Bear scored with the game’s first goal with 5:40 left 
and Sebastian Aho added an empty-netter, lifting the 
Hurricanes past the Avalanche 2-0 in a matchup of the 
league’s leaders in points percentage. 

In an even matchup, it took Bear being willing to fire a long 
shot, along with an apparent friendly bounce, to finally get 
one through Darcy Kuemper. 

“You’ve just go to get it to the net and play it simple,” Bear 
said. “You get those lucky bounces every once in a while 
when you’re working hard and you’re playing the right way.” 

In Bear’s case, the play started when teammate Jesper Fast 
won a battle along the boards for the puck after Kuemper 
had tried to clear it. The puck came Bear’s way from way out 
near the Avalanche bench, and he quickly fired a shot that 
possibly clipped the stick of Colorado’s Nazem Kadri for a 
slight change in direction to finally beat Kuemper. 

As the Hurricanes celebrated, Kadri slammed his stick to the 
ice in frustration. 

It was the breakthrough moment, one coming after the 
Hurricanes and Avalanche had failed to convert on a 
combined 68 shots to that point. 

“That’s kind of how these games sometimes go,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “There was a lot of great 
quality opportunities both ways. Those weren’t going in. You 
kind of figured that could happen. It seems to work out that 
way sometimes. It’s good it was obviously for us.” 

The Hurricanes added the clinching score after the 
Avalanche had pulled Kuemper with about 3 minutes left, 
with Aho stealing Gabriel Landeskog’s pass near center ice 
and skating in for the score with 1:32 left to seal this one. 

Antti Raanta had 36 saves for his second shutout this 
season for the Hurricanes, who have won eight of 10. 
Carolina, which was second to Colorado by getting 74.1% of 
available points, has also earned points in 10 of 11 games. 

Kuemper finished with 35 saves for the Avalanche, who 
entered with a league-best 87 points and have accumulated 
75% of available points this season. Colorado has now lost 
four of five. 

“I thought it was a well-played hockey game by both teams,” 
Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. “Highly competitive, lots 
of pace, not a lot of room to move. That’s why the score was 
0-0.” 

SNAPPED 

Colorado’s Cale Makar saw the end of his franchise-record 
13-game assist streak, which stood as fifth-longest by a 
defenseman in NHL history. 

SPEAKING HIS MIND 

Landeskog took a 10-minute misconduct penalty in the final 
minute to cap this one. 

“I guess T.J. didn’t like that I said he had a tough night, but 
that’s the way it is,” Landeskog said of referee T.J. Luxmore. 

OPTIONS 

This marked Raanta’s third straight start in net for Carolina, 
while the Hurricanes wait on No. 1 starter Frederik Andersen 
to return from an unspecified injury. 

“Usually when you get a shutout, it’s a little bit luck also,” 
Raanta said. “You need to have options in front of you.” 

Raanta had allowed two goals in wins against Pittsburgh and 
Seattle in the past week. Brind’Amour said earlier Thursday 
that Andersen — tied for second in the NHL with 29 wins — 
“isn’t quite 100%” but could play this weekend. 

“For sure, that’s why we went out and did what we did this 
summer,” Brind’Amour said of the two goalies in their first 
year with the team. 

TRADING BLOWS 

Carolina spent the opening 10 minutes buzzing around 
Kuemper with quality chances, firing 12 of the first 13 shots 
in the game. But Colorado responded with a strong second 
period, taking a 17-6 edge in shots to put the pressure on 
Raanta instead. 

Carolina finished with a 37-36 shot advantage. 

HE SAID IT 

“I thought a very entertaining game for no goals.” - 
Brind’Amour. 

UP NEXT 

Avalanche: Returns home to host Calgary on Sunday. 

Hurricanes: Host Philadelphia on Saturday. 
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Thursday’s Sports In Brief 

BASEBALL 

NEW YORK (AP) — Major League Baseball’s players and 
owners ended their most bitter money fight in a quarter-
century when the players’ association accepted 
management’s offer to salvage a 162-game season that will 
start April 7. 

The work stoppage ended at 7 p.m. sharp, closing an 
acrimonious 99-day lockout that delayed spring training and 
threatened to cancel regular-season games for the first time 
since 1995. 

Training camps in Florida and Arizona will open Friday, with 
players mandated to report by Sunday. Opening day was 
pushed back just over a week from its March 31 date. 

A frenzy of free-agency action was expected. A freeze on 
roster transactions was dissolved Thursday night, spurring a 
wave of speculation about new homes for more than 100 
free agents who had been kept in lockout limbo. 

The deal brings major changes that include expansion of the 
DH to the National League, increasing the postseason from 
10 teams to 12, advertisements on uniforms, a balanced 
schedule that reduces intradivision play starting in 2023 and 
measures aimed to incentivize competition and decrease 
rebuilding.  

The players’ executive board approved the five-year contract 
at about 3 p.m. in a 26-12 vote. Owners ratified the deal 30-0 
just three hours later, and just like that, baseball’s ninth work 
stoppage ended. 

NFL 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Since the disappointing end to last 
season, Los Angeles Chargers general manager Tom 
Telesco and coach Brandon Staley have discussed 
upgrading a defense that didn’t live up to expectations. 

The Bolts are taking that first step by adding another premier 
pass rusher to pair with Joey Bosa. 

The Chargers agreed to acquire defensive end Khalil Mack 
from the Chicago Bears in exchange for two draft picks, two 
people familiar with the negotiations confirmed to The 
Associated Press on Thursday. The people spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the trade can’t become 
official until the start of the new league year on Wednesday. 

The Chargers are expected to send a second-round pick this 
year and a 2023 sixth-round selection to the Bears for the 
three-time All-Pro defender. 

NBA 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Kevin Durant scored 18 of his 25 
points in Brooklyn’s dominating first half in the Nets’ 129-100 
blowout victory over the 76ers in Ben Simmons’ much-hyped 
return to Philadelphia. 

Seth Curry added 24 points, and Kyrie Irving had 22 for the 
Nets. They entered in eighth place in the East, but looked 
like a legitimate conference contender while badly outplaying 
the third-place 76ers. 

Joel Embiid had 27 points and 12 rebounds for the 76ers, 
and James Harden finished with just 11 points. It was the 
first loss for Philadelphia in six games with Harden in the 
lineup. 

The game was dubbed as “Boo Ben” night, but the raucous 
fans instead turned their displeasure on the home team 
when the 76ers went to the locker room trailing 72-51 and 
again when Brooklyn built a stunning 32-point lead in the 
third quarter.  

Simmons, wearing a designer hockey jersey and flashy 
jewelry, watched from the bench, likely taking delight in the 
vitriol deflected away from him. The three-time All-Star is 
continuing to recover from a back injury that has sidelined 
him since being swapped for Harden in a blockbuster deal at 
the trade deadline. 

GOLF 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. (AP) — Tommy Fleetwood 
needed a round like this. He has gone more than two years 
without winning, falling so far down the world ranking that he 
narrowly stayed in the top 50 at the cutoff to qualify for The 
Players Championship. 

Amid two delays, one timely par save and plenty of good 
shots along the way, Fleetwood opened with a 6-under 66 to 
share the lead — for now — with Pebble Beach winner Tom 
Hoge. 

And now he waits. Maybe until Saturday. 

The PGA Tour’s premier event with a $20 million purse got 
off to a stop-and-go start because of storms Thursday and a 
dire forecast for Friday. Only 66 players finished the opening 
round. Twelve didn’t even hit their first tee shots. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mike Krzyzewski and Jim Boeheim 
shook hands as they usually do after the two Hall of Fame 
coaches faced off on the court for the final time. 

There was no need for the friends to say some kind of 
special good-bye. They know they’ll keep in touch and cross 
paths again. 

Coach K is retiring after this, his 42nd season at Duke. 
Boeheim says he’s coming back for a 47th season at 
Syracuse.  

The Blue Devils eliminated the Orange from the Atlantic 
Coast Conference Tournament with an 88-79 quarterfinal 
victory. 

Playing without suspended star Buddy Boeheim, ninth-
seeded Syracuse took a one-point lead with 3:32 left in the 
second half, but top-seeded Duke closed with 10-0 run. 
Wendell Moore Jr. scored 26 points and Jeremy Roach had 
16 in the second half for the Blue Devils (27-5), who 
advanced to Friday’s semifinals at Barclays Center against 
fourth-seeded Miami. 

HOCKEY 
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RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Ethan Bear scored the game’s first 
goal with 5:40 left and Sebastian Aho added an empty-netter 
to help the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Colorado Avalanche 
2-0. 

Bear got a loose puck along the boards near the Avalanche 
bench and fired a long shot that slipped through Darcy 
Kuemper. It was the breakthrough moment in a matchup of 
the league’s top two teams in terms of points percentage, 
one that came after the Hurricanes and Avalanche had come 
up empty on a combined 68 shots to that point. 

Antti Raanta had 36 saves for his second shutout this 
season for the Hurricanes, who have won eight of 10. 
Carolina, which was second to Colorado by getting 74.1% of 
available points, has also earned points in 10 of 11 games. 

Kuemper finished with 35 saves for the Avalanche. 

TENNIS 

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) — Naomi Osaka made a winning 
return to the BNP Paribas Open, rallying to beat Sloane 
Stephens 3-6, 6-1, 6-2 in a first-round meeting of former 
major champions. 

Trailing 2-0 in the third set, Osaka fought off three break 
points to hold and begin a run of six straight games to close 
out the match in just under two hours. She broke Stephens 
three times in the set, including at love in the sixth game.  

Osaka has said she has faced bouts of depression since 
winning the U.S. Open in 2018. The four-time major 
champion withdrew from the French Open last year to 
preserve her mental health. 

Stephens, the 2017 U.S. Open winner, lost for the first time 
in three career meetings with Osaka. The American’s ranking 
has dropped to 38th, although she was coming off a win in 
the tournament at Guadalajara, Mexico, last month. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes host the Flyers following shutout victory 

Philadelphia Flyers (18-29-10, eighth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (40-12-5, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 3 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts the Philadelphia Flyers after 
the Hurricanes shut out Colorado 2-0. Antti Raanta earned 
the victory in the net for Carolina after recording 36 saves. 

The Hurricanes are 10-5-0 against division opponents. 
Carolina has scored 192 goals and is fourth in the Eastern 
Conference averaging 3.4 goals per game. Sebastian Aho 
leads the team with 25. 

The Flyers are 4-10-4 in division games. Philadelphia ranks 
30th in the Eastern Conference with 30.5 shots per game 
and is averaging 2.5 goals. 

In their last meeting on Feb. 21, Carolina won 4-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with 34 
assists and has 59 points this season. Teuvo Teravainen has 
9 points over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Claude Giroux leads the Flyers with 24 total assists and has 
41 points. Cam Atkinson has four goals and three assists 
over the last 10 games for Philadelphia. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-1-1, averaging three goals, 
4.9 assists, 4.1 penalties and nine penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game with a .931 save percentage. 

Flyers: 3-5-2, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.4 assists, four penalties 
and 10.3 penalty minutes while giving up 3.2 goals per game 
with a .901 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: day to day 
(undisclosed), Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), Tony 
DeAngelo: out (midsection). 

Flyers: None listed. 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Gaudreau hat trick; Eichel’s Buffalo return; Maple Leafs issues 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Thursday 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

There were a couple of outstanding matchups on the 
Thursday schedule featuring potential Stanley Cup matchups 
with Colorado facing Carolina and Calgary hosting Tampa 
Bay. Calgary ended up getting the best of the Lightning in a 
4-1 win that was highlighted by a hat trick by Flames forward 
Johnny Gaudreau as he continues to have an outstanding 
season for his first place team. He now has 26 goals and 77 
points in 57 games this season. Thanks to the Flames win, 
combined with the Vegas Golden Knights’ loss to the Buffalo 
Sabres and the Los Angeles’ Kings overtime loss to the San 
Jose Sharks, the Flames now have a five point lead over the 
second place Kings and a nine point lead over the third place 
Golden Knights. They also have two games in hand on both 
teams. The Pacific Division looks to be theirs. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Thursday 

All three of Gaudreau’s goals for his sixth career hat trick. 

Jack Ahcan‘s first career NHL goal was a thing of beauty for 
the Bruins in their 4-3  win against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Anders Lee recorded his first career hat trick for the New 
York Islanders on Thursday night in a 6-0 win against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, that also included Ilya Sorokin‘s 
sixth shutout of the season. Here are all three of Lee’s goals 
from Thursday. 

The opposite of highlights: Some goaltending blunders. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Thursday 

Sabres win in Jack Eichel‘s return to Buffalo 

Jack Eichel was mostly booed in his first return to Buffalo as 
a visiting player while the Sabres were able to get a 3-1 win 
thanks to goals from Peyton Krebs and Alex Tuch, the two 
key players acquired in the Eichel trade earlier this season. 
This is probably the highlight of the Sabres’ season and a fun 
night for fans that have watched a lot of tough games over 
the past decade. Goalie Craig Anderson also recorded his 
300th career win in the victory. 

Maple Leafs goalie problems are not going away 

The Maple Leafs dropped another game they probably 
should have won on Thursday night by losing to the Arizona 
Coyotes, 5-4, in overtime thanks to a pair of goals from 

Jakob Chychrun, including the game-winning goal in 
overtime. The big story in this game is the fact that Maple 
Leafs goalie Petr Mrazek was benched after giving up four 
goals in less than two periods, including a pair of brutal goals 
in the first five minutes. The Maple Leafs have now lost to 
Montreal, Buffalo, and Arizona (three of the league’s worst 
teams) over the past few weeks while their goaltending has 
been lousy for some time now. With Jack Campbell injured 
and Mrazek really struggling on Thursday you have to think 
the pressure to address the goaltending situation is only 
going to continue to grow. 

Carolina shuts out Colorado 

The other big game on Thursday involving a potential 
Stanley Cup Final matchup was the Carolina Hurricanes 
shutting out the Colorado Avalanche, 2-0, thanks to a 36-
save performance from Antti Raanta and goals from Ethan 
Bear and Sebastian Aho. This was a goaltending duel with 
the game remaining scoreless until the 14-minute mark of 
the third period. 

Friday’s big story 

The Vancouver Canucks are hosting the Washington 
Capitals in a big game for a number of reasons. There is the 
possibility that Alex Ovechkin will score career goal number 
767 to officially move ahead of Jaromir Jagr for sole 
possession of third place on the NHL all-time goal scoring 
list, while the Canucks are trying to maintain their recent 
strong play to stay in the Stanley Cup Playoff race in the 
Western Conference. The game will also featurer Ovechkin 
and the Capitals going against their former long-time coach, 
Bruce Boudreau. Lot of storylines to watch there. 

Thursday’s NHL Scores 

Boston Bruins 4, Chicago Blackhawks 3 
Buffalo Sabres 3, Vegas Golden Knights 1 
Arizona Coyotes 5, Toronto Maple Leafs 4 (OT) 
Ottawa Senators 4, Seattle Kraken 3 (OT) 
Minnesota Wild 6, Detroit Red Wings 5 (SO) 
Florida Panthers 6, Philadelphia Flyers 3 
Winnipeg Jets 2, New Jersey Devils 1 
Carolina Hurricanes 2, Colorado Avalanche 0 
New York Islanders 6, Columbus Blue Jackets 0 
St. Louis Blues 6, New York Rangers 2 
Nashville Predators 4, Anaheim Ducks 1 
Calgary Flames 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 1 
San Jose Sharks 4, Los Angeles Kings 3 (OT) 
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NHL Power Rankings: It's Getting Crazy 

By Jason Chen 

The league is getting wild, y’all.  

Usually, the funny stuff happens during the winter when 
injuries hit and fatigue sets in, and teams that started off hot 
really cool off.  

But over the past two weeks we’ve seen the Coyotes 
become a scoring machine, the Knights go through a bit of 
an identity crisis and they can’t even buy a goal right now, 
and literally no one wants to tend goal for the Red Wings 
after their starter was pulled and then forced to go back in 
again because the backup was even worse. 

While THN’s Power Rankings have avoided anonymous 
internet criticism for most of the season – I hear you, 
Minnesota and Detroit fans, though you’ve suddenly 
disappeared again – a slew of upsets have made ranking 
teams difficult, especially for the middle class, which has 
remained fickle.  

Some of them look like dark horse playoff contenders one 
week, but then they lose a bunch of games to lesser teams 
and seem destined to fall out of the playoff picture. This is 
most obvious in the Pacific Division, where the Kings have 
surprised everyone and crack the top 10 in the Power 
Rankings for the first time, and there’s certainly a scenario 
where the Knights and Oilers both miss the playoffs.  

Folks, we’re in for an exciting finish in the final two months of 
our first 82-game season in two years.  

1. Carolina Hurricanes (39-12-5, +57 goal differential. CF%: 
3rd, xGF%: 5th. Previous Rank: 4) 

The Canes end up No. 1 for the first time since early January 
almost by default, with both the Avs and Lightning losing on 
Tuesday. The Canes have spent all but five weeks in the top 
five of the power rankings this season, once again a 
testament to how resilient they’ve been. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (41-12-5, +62. CF%: 7th, xGF%: 9th. 
PR: 1) 

As the saying goes, when you’re at the top, there’s no way to 
go but down. The Avs have lost three of their past four, their 
worst stretch since the first week of the season, but remain 
at the top because everyone knows they’re the team to beat 
in the West. 

3. Florida Panthers (39-13-5, +70. CF%: 1st, xGF%: 1st. PR: 
8) 

The Panthers were a flawless 4-0-0 this past week and move 
back into the top five once again. Their opponents weren’t 
particularly tough, but they were also very convincing wins 

and solidified the Panthers as one of the league’s best 
teams. They’ve only ranked outside the top five just three 
times in the power rankings this season. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (37-13-6, +34. CF%: 12th, xGF%: 
6th. PR: 2) 

The Lightning are 2-2-0 over the past week, but the two 
losses were particularly egregious with 12 goals allowed. It 
was not a good week for Vasilevskiy or Jon Cooper, who 
was tossed in a 5-1 loss to the Pens for abusing the refs, the 
first time it’s happened since 2018. 

5. Calgary Flames (34-15-7, +58. CF%: 2nd, xGF%: 2nd. 
PR: 3) 

They blew the lead twice in Tuesday’s loss to the Caps, but 
overall have remained one of the best teams in the league, 
defeating the Avs in a showdown between the conference’s 
two best teams and then dispatching their provincial rival 
with relative ease. 

6. New York Rangers (36-16-5, +27. CF%: 31st, xGF%: 
27th. PR: 7) 

The Rangers have lost just once in regulation since Jan. 28 
with Shesterkin in net – a 1-0 loss to the Pens – and other 
than Tuesday’s 5-2 loss to the Wild with Georgiev in net, 
they have remained an elite team even though the analytics 
keep saying otherwise. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (37-16-4, +42. CF%: 5th, xGF%: 4th. 
PR: 6) 

The results are there – five wins in seven games, including 
back-to-back on Monday and Tuesday – but they’ve needed 
a lot of goal support to get there. Maintaining the status quo 
will help them get through the regular season, but their poor 
goaltending needs to be addressed before the playoffs. 

8. Los Angeles Kings (32-19-7, +10. CF%: 4th, xGF%: 8th. 
PR: 13) 

The Kings eked by with two overtime wins to finish the week 
3-1-0, but credit where credit is due – no one thought they 
would be a strong playoff contender. They enter the final 
stretch of the season in second place in the Pacific and three 
of their next five games will be against the Sharks, giving 
them a chance to reign supreme as they sit just four points 
behind the division-leading Flames. Note their possession 
analytics have been strong all season, so this is likely no 
fluke. 

9. Boston Bruins (34-18-5, +18. CF%: 6th, xGF%: 3rd. PR: 
9) 
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The Bruins were an impressive 5-1-0 during their six-game 
road trip, even if they needed some luck. Swayman has a 
.946 Sv% and 1.53 GAA since Feb. 1 and seems unlikely to 
relinquish the starting job to Ullmark anytime soon. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins (34-15-9, +32. CF%: 8th, xGF%: 
7th. PR: 10) 

Admittedly, it was a tough schedule facing Tampa, Carolina 
and Florida, and yet they still managed to go 1-1-1 and lost 
both games by just one goal. After a tough three-game 
stretch, Jarry and DeSmith have a combined .935 Sv% over 
the past two weeks. 

11. St. Louis Blues (32-17-7, +40. CF%: 21st, xGF%: 24th. 
PR: 5) 

Neither Husso nor Binnington are the answer right now and 
only five forwards have managed to score a goal since 
March 1, with David Perron the only one to score more than 
one. They’ve lost four in a row and gone back to a goalie 
rotation with fingers crossed that one of them can turn it 
around before long. 

12. Nashville Predators (32-20-4, +20. CF%: 17th, xGF%: 
15th. PR: 15) 

The 8-0 win against the Sharks was about as easy as they 
come, but grinding out a 2-1 win against the Stars gives the 
Preds four wins in their past six games. They can be 
incredibly streaky, but things are definitely perking up again. 

13. Dallas Stars (32-21-3, +4. CF%: 20th, xGF%: 16th. PR: 
16) 

I may have hopped on the Stars bandwagon a tad early, but 
they’ve been on an absolute roll with Oettinger in net. When 
it seemed like they needed to blow up the team’s core, 
they’ve rediscovered their identity as a tough defensive team 
and making a strong playoff push. The big difference is that 
their one scoring line is now anchored by two young stars in 
Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights (32-22-4, +16. CF%: 10th, xGF%: 
10th. PR: 14) 

If Vegas had to play Vancouver (or Edmonton) in a seven-
game series right now, would anyone really be confident 
picking Vegas? Their power play stinks and their goaltending 
comes and goes. These days, they’re more like Monty 
Python’s Black Knight than the Pacific Division powerhouses 
we’ve been accustomed to. 

15. Vancouver Canucks (28-23-6, -1. CF%: 18th, xGF%: 
19th. PR: 18) 

Since Boudreau took over on Dec. 6, the Canucks have the 
sixth-best point percentage and the second-best P% among 
Western Conference teams. At some point, the Canucks 
need to get a little more respect. 

16. Washington Capitals (31-18-9, +28. CF%: 14th, xGF%: 
14th. PR: 21) 

Vanecek has taken over as the starter with three straight 
wins, and while the Caps will likely still make the playoffs, it’s 
imperative that they figure out the goaltending situation. 
Including Wednesday’s game against the Oilers, they have 
five back-to-backs coming up. 

17. Minnesota Wild (33-19-3, +29. CF%: 13th, xGF%: 11th. 
PR: 11) 

Like all the other teams that have had big drops on this list, 
their goaltending is in shambles. They’ve now lost eight of 
their past 11 games; hopefully, Tuesday’s win against the 
Rangers can stop the bleeding. 

18. Edmonton Oilers (30-23-4, +2. CF%: 9th, xGF%: 13th. 
PR: 12) 

They’ve lost six of their past eight games, mostly thanks to – 
yup, you guessed it – bad goaltending. Koskinen is thrust 
into the spotlight yet again, and every time a shot comes his 
way you can’t help but wince. Woodcroft went 5-0 
immediately after getting hired but has since gone 2-5-1. 

19. Winnipeg Jets (25-22-10, -4. CF%: 15th, xGF%: 17th. 
PR: 19) 

I’m not convinced having Ehlers back in the lineup means 
they’ll turn it around. They’ve got quite a bit of ground to 
make up and they can’t keep scoring seven or eight goals 
every night. The key remains Hellebuyck, who has allowed 
four goals in four straight games. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets (28-26-3, -20. CF%: 25th, xGF%: 
30th. PR: 17) 

They’ve lost five of their past six, but if it’s any consolation, 
two losses came in extra time and another two were by just 
one goal. The bright spot has been Laine, but he can’t win 
the games by himself if they routinely allow four or more 
goals. 

21. New Jersey Devils (21-31-5, -29. CF%: 11th, xGF%: 
12th. PR: 25) 

It’s good to be Nico in Jersey. While captain Nico Hischier 
steadies the ship, it’s been Nico Daws who has been stealing 
the show, defeating the Avs in his fifth straight start as the 
Devils continue to play spoiler. Their performances are still 
erratic, but they’re a very talented team that’s fun to watch. 

22. Montréal Canadiens (15-34-7, -75. CF%: 24th, xGF%: 
26th. PR: 26) 

Powered by Martin St. Louis (and his quads), the Habs have 
won seven of their past eight games. Jokes aside, the Habs 
continue to play with much more purpose and under St. 
Louis rank 11th in P% since he took over. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks (21-29-8, -49. CF%: 27th, xGF%: 
29th. PR: 28) 

The Hawks have not won consecutive games since mid-
January. However, scoring has not been a problem with 
eight-goal outbursts against the Devils and Ducks. That 
Fleury is likely to stay provides some stability in net. 

24. New York Islanders (21-24-8, -15. CF%: 28th, xGF%: 
18th. PR: 23) 

Like the Hawks, you’d have to go back to mid-January to find 
the last time the Isles won consecutive games. The Isles fell 
one game short of reaching the Finals last season and will 
likely miss the playoffs this season. 
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25. Arizona Coyotes (17-35-4, -62. CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 32nd. 
PR: 29) 

They scored 17 goals against the Sens and Wings after 
scoring 16 in their previous six games. Hockey’s weird, man. 

26. Anaheim Ducks (27-23-9, -12. CF%: 19th, xGF%: 20th. 
PR: 20) 

Gibson has a .841 Sv% in March and Stolarz hasn’t been 
much better with a .878 Sv%. What was a strength at the 
beginning of the season is now a huge headache as the 
Ducks slowly fall out of the playoff picture. 

27. Ottawa Senators (20-31-5, -33. CF%: 26th, xGF%: 25th. 
PR: 27) 

They just snapped their five-game losing streak and limited 
the Blues to 23 shots on Tuesday. Forsberg has a winning 
record this season, which is pretty incredible, and having 
Norris and White in the lineup really changes the complexion 
of their offense. 

28. Detroit Red Wings (24-27-6, -47. CF%: 29th, xGF%: 
23rd. PR: 22) 

Their goaltending has been so bad they had to pull their 
starter (Nedeljkovic) and then re-insert him back into the 
game because their backup (Greiss) was even worse. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (18-28-10, -52. CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 
28th. PR: 30) 

Don’t let the result fool you; the Flyers needed a historic 
performance from Hart to win their second consecutive 
game, just the second time they’ve done so in 2022. It is an 
encouraging sign, but there’s no doubt the Flyers still face 
many questions before they’re competitive again. 

30. San Jose Sharks (24-25-7, -34. CF%: 30th, xGF%: 22nd. 
PR: 24) 

Their tandem going forward will be Sawchenko and Stalock, 
who have combined to allow 14 goals in two starts this 
season. “You’re gonna need a bigger boat.” 

31. Buffalo Sabres (18-32-8, -55. CF%: 22nd, xGF%: 31st. 
PR: 31) 

The win against the Leafs was definitely a high note, and so 
was the one against the Wild right after. But we are looking 
forward to the Power-Dahlin pairing next year already, yes? 

32. Seattle Kraken (17-37-5, -61. CF%: 16th, xGF%: 21st. 
PR: 32) 

The results are getting slightly better with close losses to 
Carolina and Toronto, but they’re 0-3-0 in their road trip so 
far with no clear light at the end of the tunnel. But as THN 
web editor Steven Ellis notes, it’s in the Kraken’s best 
interests to be very bad right now because there is a 
potential prize waiting for them in June, and it rhymes with 
“right.”  
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Colorado Avalanche: Game Preview 

By Sarah A  

Carolina Hurricanes (39-12-5) vs. Colorado Avalanche (41-
12-5) 

It isn’t something you’ve been able to say a lot this season, 
but the Colorado Avalanche are looking to — get this — 
bounce back from a loss. Their stop over in New Jersey 
resulted in a 5-3 loss to the New Jersey Devils, a sentence 
that actively feels strange to type out. The Hurricanes held a 
3-0 lead until midway through the second period, when a 
Devils rally saw them score five unanswered goals to collect 
a win. 

So, needless to say, it’s a motivated Avalanche team that’s 
going to be coming into PNC Arena today. Losing in general 
is bad enough, but a blown lead to one of the worst teams in 
the Eastern Conference is a whole other thing. They’ve only 
had three losing streaks total this season — and that’s if you 
count two losses as a streak. (Three straight losses in 
October, two consecutive in November, and two consecutive 
just this month.)  

With the Hurricanes and Avalanche both sitting atop their 
respective divisions, this game is a clash of two of the top 
teams in the league. The Hurricanes have only lost six 
games at home; the Avalanche have only lost eleven games 
on the road. Both teams have absurd goal differentials, top 
notch special teams, and some of the top talents on ice.  

There’s probably more than one of you out there who had 
Hurricanes/Avalanche as their Stanley Cup matchup favorite, 
so think of tonight as a preview.  

For the first time this season, let’s see how the Avalanche 
and Hurricanes compare before puck drop:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Avalanche 

Record 39-12-5 41-12-5 

Goals/Game 3.39 3.91 

Goals Against/Game 2.39 2.88 

Shots/Game 33.39 35.26 

Face Off Win % 53.7% 46.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.9% (2nd) 23.4% (10th) 

Category Hurricanes Avalanche 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.9% (1st) 76.3% (22nd) 

ES Corsi For % 54.67% 53.13% 

ES PDO 101.29 101.77 

PIM/Game 09:17 09:24 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Darcy Kuemper 

Record 29-8-2 27-7-2 

Save % .928 .917 

GAA 2.08 2.57 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Pavel Francouz 

Record 9-3-2 10-3-1 

Save % .911 .920 

GAA 2.47 2.46 

Game Notes 

 This game marks the first time the Avalanche and 
Hurricanes have met this season. The last time the 
Hurricanes and Avalanche faced off was February 
28, 2020. 

 Goaltender Freddie Andersen’s status is still in 
doubt for tonight. Alex Lyon was recalled again from 
Chicago on Wednesday, per the AHL’s transactions 
report, so this could be another Antti Raanta start.  

 Raanta is 3-6-2 against the Avalanche throughout 
his career, with a .904 save percentage and 3.01 
goals above average.  

 No, your eyes are not deceiving you. Nazem Kadri 
really has 72 points in 55 games. His previous 
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career high was 61 points in 81 games, recorded 
during the 2016-17 season with the Maple Leafs.  

 Kadri, Mikko Rantanen (67 points), Cale Makar (65 
points), Nathan MacKinnon (60 points), and Gabe 
Landeskog (59 points) are all playing at above a 
point per game pace. For the Hurricanes, only 

Sebastian Aho’s 58 points in 53 games meet that 
standard. 

 Cale Makar currently has a 13 game assist streak 
going, which is now the longest in Avalanche 
franchise history. It’s also the longest assist streak 
by any player in the NHL this season. That feels 
totally normal and not terrifying at all.  

 

 

 

Hurricanes and Avalanche and Bear, oh my! 

By Ryan Henkel  

For 55 minutes, every fan in PNC Arena held their breath. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Colorado Avalanche had been 
exchanging high-danger chances, shots off the pipes, odd-
man rushes and more back and forth, but yet each team’s 
netminder were making saves bigger than the last. 

It seemed like a game destined for overtime. 

But then the ice broke.  

Not by a slick toe drag or dazzling snipe, but a shot from the 
point from Ethan Bear that deflected off a few bodies — his 
third goal of the season. 

It was such an innocent shot, preceded by a nothing play — 
Jesper Fast winning a race to the boards to keep a 
forechecking shift alive — but that’s exactly the kind of plays 
that this game needed to decide a winner. 

Win a battle and get pucks to the net. Let fate decide the 
rest. 

And fate decided that the Hurricanes were going to be the 
bearers of fortune Thursday night as they shutout the 
Avalanche 2-0 at PNC Arena. 

Sebastian Aho picked up the empty-netter at the end for his 
25th goal of the season to seal the game. 

Words can’t do justice to the back and forth, high-octane 
affair that the two teams were engaged in. Usually a game 
with a 0-0 score through the first 55 minutes can be 
described as anything but well-worth it entertainment, but 
this game was the exception. 

It was a battle between the two best teams in the league and 
it showed just how close one team was to the other. 

The biggest difference makers in the game were hands down 
the goaltenders though.  

Antti Raanta shined the brightest as he turned aside 36 shots 
for his second shutout of the season and third win in a row, 
but Darcy Kuemper — Raanta’s longtime partner in Arizona 
— was no slouch either, stopping 35 shots including 14 in 
the opening 10 minutes of the game.  

The game had a playoff atmosphere, being a tightly played 
affair with the two explosive offenses exchanging looks and 
it’s a shame that the two teams will only see each other one 
other time this season unless they were to meet in the Stanly 
Cup Final. 

It was a good game, great atmosphere and most importantly, 
two more points for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes will be back in action on Saturday afternoon at 3 
p.m. as they host the Philadelphia Flyers at PNC Arena. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Bear, Raanta on shutout win over Avalanche 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes shutout the Colorado Avalanche 
thanks to a 36-save shutout by Antti Raanta. 

Ethan Bear score the go-ahead goal in the 55th minute and 
Sebastian Aho sealed the game with the empty-net goal. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Ethan Bear and Antti Raanta spoke with the media. Here’s 
what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Antti Raanta’s performance: He was great. Made some 
really big saves at key times. Can’t really say much more. It 
was a good game. Pretty spirited and I thought it was pretty 
even. As you can see, he was the difference. 

On being pleased with the group’s effort: Pretty hard not to 
be. It was a great first period and we did everything we had 
to do. They’re a great team and they were great in the 
second period. And then the third period was even. 
Obviously we got the one to put away. Pretty even game all 
the way around. What you’d come to expect from these two 
teams. 

On having an elite tandem in net: That’s why we went out 
and did what we did this summer. It was specifically for this 
kind of situation. We all felt that Raanta had that kind of 
game and we see that he is able to do that. We all know how 
important goaltending is and it’s nice to have two guys that 
we can count on. 

On expecting the tiebreaker to be an odd-bounce type goal: 
100%. That’s kind of how these games sometimes go. There 
was a lot of high-quality chances both ways. Those weren’t 
going in and so I kind of figured that could happen. Seems to 
work out that way sometimes.  

On the Aho line matching up against the MacKinnon line: We 
said going into this game that’s what we were probably going 
to have. Both groups went toe-to-toe and didn’t really give a 
lot to either group. Each group had chances for sure, but not 
a ton. I thought it was a very entertaining game for no goals. 
It really was. 

On coaching a fast game like this: I was kind of enjoying it in 
the first period. Started to not in the second period. I thought 
it was an enjoyable game just for the fact that you could tell 
the two teams going at it were good quality teams. It was an 
entertaining game for the fans. 

On the play leading to the goal: It was kind of a mothing play, 
but every play is something. We kept it in and got the puck to 
the net. You just never know. That’s kind of what happened. 

On Seth Jarvis’ status: He was in rough shape there for part 
of that. He did have a couple of shifts after that, but we’ll see 
how he is in a little bit. 

On what kind of statement this game makes: I’m not sure 
what kind of statement it makes. I guess we haven’t played 
them in forever so just kind of see where you stack up and 
it’s pretty clear that both teams are close. That’s what we 
thought. I don’t know if it was a statement. We’re going to be 

talking about Philadelphia tomorrow because that’s our next 
game and this one will be forgotten. Enjoy it for a little bit 
here and I’m glad the fans get to go home happy.  

Ethan Bear 

On what he saw on the goal: [Fast] got it to me and like we 
talked about all game, just get pucks to the net. We just got a 
lucky bounce and that’s really all that happened. 

On if he thought it was going to take some kind of odd 
bounce to break the tie: A tight game like that, you never 
know what’s gonna happen. You just have to get it to the net 
and play simple. You get those lucky bounces every once in 
a while when you’re playing the right way. 

On the play of Antti Raanta: It gives us the confidence to just 
play our game. At the same time, we’re going to play hard for 
whoever’s in net. Tonight it was Raanta and he played a 
really good game and kept us in it. 

On the key to defending players like Nathan MacKinnon and 
Mikko Rantanen: Honestly, just taking away their time and 
space. Playing them tight and not giving them any room to 
make plays. Those are good players and you just want to 
keep them in front of you. I think the guys did a good job of 
doing that tonight. 

On if it was a fun game to be a part of: That was a very fun 
game. Especially being first and second in the league. That’s 
a game we pride ourselves in winning and it just shows that 
we’re a good team. It’s really good for our group. 

On if Colorado was the fastest team they’ve played: You 
could say that. They’re one of them. That was probably one 
of the faster games we have played. 

Antti Raanta 

On being the first goaltender to shut out the Avalanche this 
season: Obviously great, but couldn’t have done it without 
the guys in front of me. Lot of pucks were coming to the net 
and a couple of times maybe I could have controlled it a little 
better, but that’s hockey sometimes. Sometimes the 
rebounds happen and that’s why we have the d-men there to 
clear the pucks. I think the first and third were our best 
periods. Second got a little out of hand, but we still managed 
to keep them off the score sheet. Gave us a good chance to 
try and win in the third. Managed to do that, so obviously a 
great feeling. 

On going toe-to-toe with his former partner, Darcy Kuemper: 
It was a lot of fun. Seeing Darcy in warmups and knowing 
that he’s one of the best goalies in the league, it was kind of 
one of those feelings were you knew it wasn’t going to be 
easy for us to score. I think he played an unreal game also. 
He was dialed in in the first period and was probably the only 
reason we couldn’t score. It started to look like it was going 
to go to OT, but a good shot from the point with a little 
bounce here and there. It was the game. It was a lot of fun 
and it was great to see him and how he plays. He’s doing a 
great job. It was fun. 

On if this was the best he’s felt in a game: Sometimes even if 
you let one or two goals in, you might feel like, “Hey, couldn’t 
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do anything better.” Like I said, sometimes when you get a 
shutout, it’s a little luck too. You need to have a good team in 
front of you, they help. Especially in the second period, there 
was a little bit of chaos in the front and I couldn’t even see 
where the puck was. Thankfully it stayed out. I think getting 
that rhythm and getting that confidence. Just playing the 
game and not having to think too much. Just wait for what’s 
going to happen and try to make the save. That’s how I was 
trying to approach the game today. 

On if he feels he can hit another level: I think it’s just staying 
consistent. Doing the same thing in the practice. There’s 
always going to be something to work on. I think today, 
rebound control was a little off, so it’s something we can look 
at. I feel like there’s always something. If after the game, you 
go home and think, “Okay, I was perfect,” that’s worse 
thoughts and you start going backwards. I think you have to 
realize what happened, what were the situations and just try 
to learn from those small things. You can always try to do 
something a little bit better, but when you get a 2-0 win, 

you’re obviously not going to be like, “Oh, there’s so many 
bad things there.” Just try to learn from some situations and 
keep yourself humble and work hard again tomorrow. Start 
getting ready for the weekend. 

On building confidence with each save: I think that’s true. 
Sometimes it just feels like you see the puck really well. It 
feels like whenever the shot comes, you just see the shot 
and just go down and follow the puck till it hits you and let it 
go from there. I think everything comes from the confidence 
and feeling good about your own game. It’s tough to explain, 
but sometimes you get those hot streaks where it feels like 
everything is going your way and the bounces are going in 
your favor. It’s just trying to stay humble and keep working. 
It’s not like the season was over today and this was the 
greatest game ever. It’s nice, but it’s only a day and a half 
until we play again. You start preparing yourself for that, 
keep working and try to enjoy the games and practices and 
have some fun. 

 

 

Rocky Mountain Bye: Raanta, Canes oust Avalanche in rousing 2-0 win  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes bested the Colorado Avalanche in a 
2-0 barn burner in PNC Arena on Thursday, March 10. 

The possible Stanley Cup finals preview featured the NHL’s 
top two teams by points percentage, but Carolina (40-12-5) 
ended up supplanting Colorado (41-13-5) as the league’s 
best in that category by the end of the night. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear’s go-ahead goal broke the deadlock 
in the third, but the first two periods contained some of the 
most exciting scoreless hockey all season. The two teams 
combined for 53 shots on goal in the first two periods, 25 of 
those coming from the Canes. Center Sebastian Aho iced 
the result with an empty net goal in the game’s dying 
moments. 

“I thought it was an enjoyable game just for the fact that you 
could tell the two teams going at it were good quality teams,” 
said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It was an entertaining 
game for the fans.” 

Three days of rest helped Carolina keep up the pace across 
60 minutes and every bit of that renewed energy was 
needed. The Avalanche boast some of the best talents in the 
league like Nathan MacKinnon, Cale Makar and Mikko 
Rantanen, so the Hurricanes had to be in tip-top shape to 
contain the Avs’ attack. 

The Canes defense rose to the challenge with a handful of 
great performances. Bear paired up with defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin to successfully contain Colorado’s top line in addition 
to Bear’s goal. Slavin made a highlight-reel play of his own 
when he poked away the puck on a dangerous rush — while 
lying on his stomach, exemplifying the effort the Hurricanes 

needed to make time and time again to keep the Avalanche 
off the board. 

“Honestly, just taking away their time and space [is the key],” 
Bear said. “Playing them tight and not giving them any room 
to make plays. Those are good players and you just want to 
keep them in front of you. I think the guys did a good job of 
doing that tonight.” 

Of course, no defensive effort is complete without some 
steady netminding, which goaltender Antti Raanta provided 
throughout the game. Raanta stopped all 36 Colorado shots, 
becoming the first goalie to shut out the Avalanche all 
season. 

“Obviously it’s great, but I couldn't have done it without the 
guys in front of me,” Raanta said. “A lot of pucks were 
coming to the net. A couple of times I could have controlled it 
a little better, but that’s hockey sometimes. Sometimes the 
rebounds happen and that’s why we have the d-men there to 
clear the pucks.” 

The Canes will get back to business on Saturday, March 12 
when the puck drops in PNC Arena at 3 p.m. against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. Although their performance against 
Colorado is a tough act to follow, Raanta and the Canes 
know they need to stay on top of their game as the 
postseason inches closer. 

“There’s always going to be something to work on,” Raanta 
said. “... If after the game, you go home and think, ‘Okay, I 
was perfect,’ that’s where it stops and you start going 
backwards. I think you always have to realize what 
happened, what were the situations and just try to learn from 
those small things.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259288484.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259292054.html 

https://theathletic.com/3177002/2022/03/11/civian-vs-baugh-what-we-learned-about-the-hurricanes-and-avalanche-in-a-thrilling-matchup-of-the-
nhls-elite/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-avalanche/c-331644124 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-raanta-shut-out-colorado-two-to-zero/c-331687454 

https://www.nhl.com/news/colorado-avalanche-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-331668776 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-antti-raanta-ethan-bear-sebastian-aho-79b287ae59a01bb7d692b869af63ad06 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-sebastian-aho-claude-giroux-antti-raanta-11a425abcec94ec395ecc0f18d83c91b 
https://apnews.com/article/brooklyn-nets-los-angeles-chargers-philadelphia-76ers-chicago-bears-nfl-4c578e433dc12a55671b7b8837dbee97 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/11/nhl-rink-wrap-calgary-flames-johnny-gaudreau-hat-trick-vegas-golden-knights-jack-eichels-buffalo-return-
toronto-maple-leafs-issues/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-its-getting-crazy 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/10/22970423/carolina-hurricanes-vs-colorado-avalanche-game-preview-nhl-broadcast-how-to-watch 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/10/22971807/they-said-it-brindamour-bear-raanta-on-carolina-hurricanes-shutout-win-over-colorado-

avalanche 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/11/22971805/carolina-hurricanes-and-colorado-avalanche-and-ethan-bear-oh-my-antti-raanta-shutout 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/rocky-mountain-bye-raanta-canes-oust-avalanche-in-rousing-2-0-win/article_3aa94608-a0f3-11ec-a83b-
13f861bb984d.html 
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Antti Raanta posts dominant shutout for the Hurricanes in 2-0 win over 
the Avalanche 

 

Chip Alexander 3/10/2022 

 

Ian Cole of the Carolina Hurricanes said it would be a “statement game” 
Thursday, a matchup of two of the NHL’s best teams. 

Canes winger Nino Niederreiter said it should be a “fun” game although 
Brett Pesce, speaking for the defensemen, quickly countered, “Not so 
fun.” 

The Colorado Avalanche, everyone agreed, offered a huge challenge. 
Not only do the Avs have some of the best forwards in the league — 
Nathan MacKinnon has world-class speed and skill — but a fast rising 
superstar in defenseman Cale Makar. 

In a game packed with fast-paced entertainment, the Hurricanes won 2-0 
as goalie Antti Raanta had 36 saves in his finest outing of the season, 
handing the Avs their first shutout of the season. 

“He was great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You can’t really 
say much more. It was a pretty good game, pretty spirited and I thought it 
was pretty even, and I guess he was the difference.” 

Ethan Bear’s goal with 5:40 left in regulation gave the Canes a 1-0 lead 
and their fans a chance to roar. After forward Jesper Fast won a board 
battle and pushed the puck to Bear at the right point, the defenseman got 
off a shot that appeared to hit the stick of the Avs’ Nazem Kadri and 
eluded goalie Darcy Kuemper — Bear’s third goal of the season and his 
second game-winner. 

Sebastian Aho scored an empty-net goal with 1:32 left in regulation for a 
2-0 lead after the Avs pulled Kuemper for a sixth attacker. 

“In a close game like that you never know what can happen,” Bear said. 
“You get those lucky bounces once in a while when you’re working hard 
and playing the right way.” 

The Avalanche (41-13-5) came into the game with the best winning 
percentage in the league and the Canes (40-12-5), who last played 
Sunday against Seattle, were second. Carolina, with the win, moved into 
first with a .746 win percentage. 

“That was a very fun game, especially first and second in the league,” 
Bear said. “That’s a game we pride ourselves on winning.” 

As the game worked its way deep into the third period, it became a test 
of which goalie would allow the first goal. The two were once teammates 
with the Arizona Coyotes, adding a little more to their head-to-head in 
net, and both were on point, making the tough stops. Kuemper, like 
Raanta, had 36 saves. 

In the third, Raanta had MacKinnon first find the post with an attempt — 
a near-miss — and then get a second chance. But Raanta got a piece of 
the shot, his biggest save of the game. 
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The Avs’ Makar had a 13-game point streak end as the Canes limited his 
opportunities and held him to one shot. Gabriel Landeskog had a game-
high seven shots and MacKinnon six, although his 12-game streak also 
ended. 

It was strength against strength as Brind’Amour, with the last change, 
matched Aho’s line against the MacKinnon line. They saw a lot of each 
other in the next 60 minutes. 

The Canes, with plenty of jump, had a 19-11 shooting edge in the first 
period. Aho nearly scored seconds into the game, bursting in for a 
backhander. 

The Avs then flipped the script in the second, outshooting Carolina 17-6 
and forcing the Canes to work a lot more in their own zone. 

“It was a great first period and we did everything we had to do,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They’re a great team and they were great in the 
second period.” 

Both had their power-play chances and often it resulted in shorthanded 
chances as the penalty kill units efficiently did their jobs. The Canes were 
0-4 on the power play and the Avs 0-3. 

“It was a pretty even game all around, probably what you would expect 
with these two teams,” Brind’Amour said. 
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It’s a No. 1 vs No. 2 matchup as Hurricanes host Colorado Avalanche at 
PNC Arena 

 

Chip Alexander 3/10/2022 

 

Teuvo Teravainen had two goals in barely two minutes in the third period, 
spurring a Carolina Hurricanes comeback, but it wasn’t enough against 
the Colorado Avalanche that night. 

Samuel Girard’s goal with 2:37 left in regulation gave the Avs a 3-2 
victory. The Canes skated off the ice at PNC Arena after the tough loss 
two points out of a wild-card playoff position in the Eastern Conference, 
facing a six-game road trip. 

That was Feb. 28, 2020, and it would be the last game played at PNC 
Arena in 2020 as the looming threat of COVID-19 quickly mushroomed 
into a coronavirus pandemic. The NHL announced in March 2020 that it 
would “pause” the regular season. No one could imagine what was 
ahead. 

More than two years later, the Avalanche is back in Raleigh for the first 
time — and for a big game. The Avs will come into PNC Arena on 
Thursday with the best points percentage in the NHL (.750) to face a 
Canes team that’s second (.741). 

“It’s a team that’s just loaded,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “They’ve got all the firepower in the world.” 

True enough. The Avs (41-12-5) have a load of talent and no discernible 
weak spots. They also have one of the most dynamic young stars in the 
league in defenseman Cale Makar. 

“When he first came in, from his first shift, you could tell he was going to 
be a very special player,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said Wednesday. 

Cole should know. He was there for it. He played for the Avalanche for 
two full seasons and was paired a few games with Makar. He sat next to 
him in the locker room. 

“He’s the type of player that he’s so athletic and such an amazing skater 
that he could make mistakes, turn around and catch pretty much anyone 
in the league,” Cole said. “He can turn those mistakes into good 
defensive plays or even turn those back the other way and go create 
offense, which is very unique.” 

Makar is creating a lot of offense. He has 21 goals and 65 points in 54 
games. To put it another way, the Calgary native would be the leading 
scorer for the Canes — center Sebastian Aho has 58 points in 53 games. 

Makar, 23, will come into Thursday’s game with 13-game point streak, 
scoring his 21st goal and adding an assist Tuesday in the Avs’ 5-3 road 
loss at New Jersey. Makar has assists in all 13 games, breaking a 
franchise record set by Joe Sakic in 1991-92. 

“He’s got all the tools and he’s a great thinker,” Cole said before 
comparing Makar to Michael Jordan. “He has a very unique mindset that 
is almost ‘Jordanesque’ but maybe not that big of a (jerk).” 

“His entire life is focused on winning,” Cole added. “It’s about winning 
hockey games and being the best player he can be.” 

Avs center Nathan MacKinnon is that competitive, too, Cole said. Add in 
such players as Gabe Landeskog, Mikko Rantanen and Nazem Kadri 
and it’s a team that’s the class of the Western Conference and should 
challenge for the Stanley Cup again this season. 

The Avs trail only the Florida Panthers in goals per game (3.91) this 
season. The Canes, in contrast, lead the NHL in fewest goals allowed 
per game (2.39) while averaging 3.39 goals. Carolina’s special teams 
could be the difference Thursday — the Canes top the league in penalty-
killing (88.9 percent) and are second on the power play (25.9). 

The Canes (39-12-5), after taking Tuesday off, have three games in the 
next four days. They returned to PNC Arena for a 45-minute practice 
session Wednesday that ended with some extra skating. 

There figures to be a lot of skating Thursday night as two of the fastest 
teams in the NHL go at it. 

“There are certain games on the calendar that add a little juice,” 
Brind’Amour said. “What brings out the best most times in a game is that 
you understand as a player that if you don’t play your best, you can be 
embarrassed. You don’t want that. When you play a team like this, there 
is no margin for error.” 

Of note 

Brind’Amour said defenseman Tony DeAngelo skated Wednesday for the 
first time since his upper-body injury but was still “a ways away” from 
returning. DeAngelo has missed the past six games. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Colorado Avalanche 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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Civian vs. Baugh: What we learned about the Hurricanes and Avalanche 
in a thrilling matchup of the NHL’s elite 

 

Peter Baugh, Sara Civian 3/11/2022 

 

If Thursday’s Avalanche-Hurricanes showdown proves to be a 
postseason preview, Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour won’t be 
complaining. 
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“The only next time we’d see them (in the playoffs) would be in the 
finals,” he said. “That’d be pretty good if we can get there.” 

Colorado is the top team in the West. Carolina is the top team in the 
East. After Thursday’s 2-0 Hurricanes win, the teams will meet once 
more in the regular season, on April 16. After that, if we see these two in 
the same arena again, it’ll be the Stanley Cup Final, and its a matchup 
plenty of people are picking. 

The heavyweight tilt Thursday didn’t disappoint. The game featured a 
late go-ahead goal, high emotions and frustrated postgame comments 
from Colorado captain Gabriel Landeskog, who criticized the third-period 
officiating in a contest he said felt like it was the playoffs. 

Neither of these teams has much to prove in the regular season, so let’s 
look at this game as a benchmark. What do these teams need to adjust 
to make it to the Final? How do the Best of the East and the Best of the 
West stack up? 

Here’s what we learned. 

Overall impressions on the opposing team 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes writer: Colorado is just as advertised. 
Brind’Amour summed it up well before the game: “I don’t think it’s one 
thing — it’s not one player; obviously they’ve got, how many, you could 
name a few (great players). It’s not about that. It’s about trying to find a 
weakness with teams like that. You’ve got the goalies, you’ve got the 
defense, you’ve got some amazingly talented players up front. That’s 
when you know you’ve got a good team.” 

The Avs showed that back-end strength when the Canes had what 
seemed to be 4 million high-danger chances early in the first period. The 
way the Avalanche defense was able to survive and build off that first 
period was impressive, and of course that starts with goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper. By the time Ethan Bear trickled one past Kuemper in the third, 
the Avalanche had caught up to the Hurricanes’ shot count at 34-34. 

It’s sort of funny that the two top offenses in the league held a 0-0 score 
until the last six minutes of regulation, but it was one of the most 
entertaining games I’ve seen all season. 

Peter Baugh, Avalanche writer: The Avalanche hadn’t been shut out in 
the first 58 games of the season. Antti Raanta found a way to change 
that, halting all 36 shots he faced, and Carolina’s ability to put pucks on 
net ultimately led to Bear’s goal. A game full of high-end scorers ended 
up decided by a defenseman’s shot sneaking through. 

The Hurricanes clearly like playing at home, jumping out to an impressive 
start in their own building. Their penalty kill, which Avalanche coach 
Jared Bednar praised pregame as aggressive with their body and stick 
positioning, shut out Colorado’s three power-play chances. Then, during 
six-on-five play, Sebastian Aho, whom I love to watch despite his 
unfortunate pizza takes, intercepted a Landeskog pass and potted an 
empty-netter. Raanta also came up big, and the fact that when Frederik 
Andersen gets healthy they’ll have two starting-level goaltenders could 
be huge come playoff time. 

Brind’Amour clearly has this team coached well, and Carolina and 
Colorado looked like evenly matched teams. 

How the stars matched up 

Baugh: After withstanding the early Carolina push, Colorado’s top line 
generated some quality chances. Nathan MacKinnon set up Mikko 
Rantanen — Aho’s captain when Finland won world juniors — for a good 
look in the second period, and the Finnish winger rang a shot off the 
post. MacKinnon later hit a post of his own and then, when star blueliner 
Cale Makar got him the puck with space in front of Raanta, he sailed one 
over the net, throwing his head back in frustration. All in all, it wasn’t the 
Avalanche stars’ best night, but they showed flashes of why they’re some 
of the most talented players in the league. 

The shutout loss marked the end of Makar’s 13-game-point streak. He 
had three goals and 21 points in that stretch, which is pretty bonkers for a 

defenseman. Bednar played him for more than 28 minutes tonight, and 
he’s taking on more and more of a penalty kill responsibility. Colorado 
outchanced Carolina 7-6 at five-on-five with him on the ice, per Natural 
Stat Trick. 

Civian: We’re seeing Brind’Amour become more comfortable tossing Aho 
out in tough situations, and he’s rising to the occasion. He handled the 
Sidney Crosby matchup last week, and I liked what I saw against 
MacKinnon tonight with some defensive zone battles won. Obviously, 
there’s work to do — MacKinnon ended the night going 60 percent from 
the faceoff dot while Aho went 37 percent — but the Aho line and the rest 
of the Canes were able to hold MacKinnon to zero points and a minus-1 
despite his six shots. That’s not sustainable in a seven-game series, but 
I’m sure it’s a confidence booster for the Canes to know it’s at least 
possible. 

I genuinely wanted to see a Makar point. I absolutely love his game, and 
I think he’s more special than we even know yet. But I guess I’ll have to 
wait. 

Baugh: Go to another Avalanche game and you’ll probably see one. He 
usually finds a way to get on the scoresheet. Special player. 

Who could provide reinforcements come playoff time? 

Civian: This so-called benchmark game came at the right time a few 
weeks ahead of the trade deadline. It was a great resource to determine 
what each team is lacking on the way to a Stanley Cup. For the Canes, I 
feel like it showed us that they might not be lacking in the backup goalie 
department. Raanta’s injury history and sometimes questionable playoff 
history have made me wonder at times if he can be the 1B the Canes 
need to make a serious run, but his play as of late has me convinced. 

“That’s why we went out and did what we did this summer,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It was specifically for this kind of situation. We all felt that Raanta 
had that kind of game and we see that he is able to do that. We all know 
how important goaltending is, and it’s nice to have two guys that we can 
count on.” 

Fair enough. So we rule out goalie shopping, and the Canes managed 
one star goal (Aho empty net) and one depth goal (Bear) Thursday. The 
Canes have said for weeks that they’re potentially looking to add a 
defenseman at the deadline, and if tonight was any indication, that might 
be the way to go — especially with Tony DeAngelo out for a few more 
weeks. 

Baugh: Colorado’s defensive corps was thin this game with two second-
pairing blueliners hurt. Bowen Byram is still on personal leave while he 
recovers from a concussion, and Samuel Girard went back to Denver 
after the New Jersey game. He’s dealing with a lower-body injury that the 
team is evaluating, and Bednar didn’t have an update on his timetable. 

Colorado could look for defensive reinforcements at the deadline, and I 
think the team also needs another forward. Stanley Cup winners almost 
always have three lines that can score consistently, and Colorado has 
only two. If the Avalanche acquire another dynamic offensive player, he 
can bolster the third line, or someone like Valeri Nichushkin or Andre 
Burakovsky could move down and fill in as a third-line winger. If the front 
office can pull that off, Colorado could roll into the postseason as an 
offensive juggernaut. 

If the other team wins the Stanley Cup, ___ will win the Conn Smythe 
Trophy 

Baugh: Aho. He’s such a good player in so many different ways. Plus he 
went golfing with Harry Styles. If he starts eating pineapple on pizza he’ll 
be a lock. 

Civian: Cale MacKinnon. Lol. How does one pick? 

Baugh: I’d love to see Brind’Amour’s Cale MacKinnon scouting report. 

Civian: I would love to see Ian Cole’s. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.11.2022 
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‘It puts a stain on the game I love so much’: Recent racist incidents show 
how far hockey still has to go 

 

by Giana Han 

Updated 36 minutes ago 

 

This is the first of a two-part series examining racism in hockey through 
the shared experiences of current and former players, coaches, fans, and 
the media. This story will focus mostly on the on-ice experiences of 
players and coaches, while the second part will focus more on off-ice 
issues such as growing the game, hiring processes and making the 
game more inclusive for all. 

On Aug. 1, 2021, ahead of a playoff qualifying game between the 
Edmonton Oilers and the Chicago Blackhawks in the Edmonton bubble, 
Minnesota Wild defenseman Matt Dumba mustered up his courage and 
stepped to center ice. 

Surrounded in a circle by players from both teams and with the spotlight 
on him, Dumba, wearing a Hockey Diversity Alliance hoodie, delivered a 
powerful speech condemning systematic racism and imploring for society 
and hockey to do a better job of combating social injustice. Then, as the 
“Star-Spangled Banner” began to play, he dropped to a knee, becoming 
the first NHL player to kneel for the American anthem. Hockey’s racial 
reckoning had begun. 

Dumba did this just months after George Floyd was murdered by a police 
offer in Minnesota, the same state that Dumba represents with the Wild. 
Dumba understood that demonstration would likely open him up to more 
racism than he’d already faced growing up as a Filipino-Canadian hockey 
player, but he was driven by the knowledge his words and actions would 
carry throughout the hockey world. 

The moment reached Arcadia University women’s hockey head coach 
Kelsey Koelzer in Pennsylvania. Koezler, who grew up as one of the only 
players of color in her Philadelphia suburb and later became the first 
Black female head coach in NCAA hockey, was struck by his courage. 

“Obviously, he knew that was not going to be accepted — well, by most 
people, especially most involved in the world of ice hockey,” Koelzer 
said. “It didn’t impact his willingness and his willingness to, you know, 
stand up for what he believes.” 

Raymond W. Holman Jr. / For the Inquirer 

It also touched Fatou Bah, a board member of the Black Girl Hockey 
Club, an organization which strives to make hockey more inclusive for 
Black women. She immediately recognized the significance as well as 
the repercussions Dumba had accepted. However, she also noted that 
the historical moment came four years after Colin Kaepernick made a 
similar demonstration on the football field. 

“So I almost look at it as hockey is four years behind in where players are 
feeling they can openly speak out about this,” Bah said. 

Dumba’s decision to kneel was met with plenty of disapproval and hate 
on social media. One person even denied Dumba service as he tried to 
ship his car from Minnesota to Arizona, where he trains. 

“There’s times where it’s really, really tough,” Dumba said. “There’s tough 
times when you’re getting questioned, and your integrity and your 
character feel like you’re being attacked. But at the end of the day, I 
know who I am, and so do my friends and family.” 

Three years before Dumba knelt, his friend and former teammate J.T. 
Brown, then with the Tampa Bay Lightning, raised his fist during the 
anthem. Brown said he gives “all respect” to Dumba for his action, as 

well as for the speech he had the courage to make on national television. 
But he was just as shocked and impressed by the number of players who 
“don’t look like Matt or I” who spoke out, whether on social media or in 
locker rooms, following Floyd’s death. 

“To see the sheer, mass numbers was kind of shocking, I guess, 
because we just had never seen it in that volume before,” Brown said. 
“But that number was a positive sign.” 

The positive responses from many fans and players, as well as the 
change Dumba sees happening, has been rewarding to see for him. 
These changes include the NHL celebrating Black History Month since 
2019, and the creation of the Black History Hockey Tour that made its 
way around the country this year, including a stop in Philadelphia. Both 
the HDA and the NHL inclusion committees were also started in 2020. 

But the reality is there’s still a long way to go — Koezler feels hockey is 
probably “a good 5-7 years behind some of the other sports.” Too often, 
these conversations stop when Black History Month ends. But as recent 
events have shown, the difficulties players of color face in hockey extend 
far beyond the month of February. 

A long way to go 

On Jan. 19, an ugly incident in the ECHL renewed the message that 
hockey has a long way to go when it comes to stamping out racism. 
During a game between the Jacksonville Icemen and the South Carolina 
Stingrays, Jacksonville defenseman Jacob Panetta taunted the 
Stingrays’ Jordan Subban, with what Subban described as a “monkey 
gesture.” Panetta later apologized and claimed the gesture was not 
racially motivated. Panetta was subsequently released by the Iceman 
and suspended for the rest of the season for what the league called a 
“racial gesture.” 

Whether it was meant to be racial or not, Bah said as someone with an 
understanding of Black history, it was easy to recognize it was 
unacceptable. 

The Flyers NHLPA rep Travis Sanheim said hearing about that incident 
upset the Flyers locker room and made them take a step back and 
realize how much more work has to be done. Dumba said it sparked 
conversations in the Wild locker room as well. 

Subban’s experience wasn’t the only recent example of a player being 
subjected to racism in hockey. In fact, it wasn’t even the only one that 
week, as Krystof Hrabik, a forward with the San Jose Barracuda of the 
AHL, was suspended 30 days for making a racial gesture at the Tucson 
Roadrunners’ Boko Imama on Jan. 12. Imama had previously had a 
racial slur directed at him in 2020 by former Flyer Brandon Manning, then 
with the Bakersfield Condors. Manning was only suspended for five 
games. 

When Brown heard about what happened to Imama, his instant reaction 
was “Didn’t something just like this happen to him recently?” Then the 
Subban incident happened. 

“It puts a stain on the game I love so much, and I see what’s in these 
videos, and I see it in a different light,” Brown said. “It’s weird to see it 
because obviously you have the sadness, maybe the anger about this 
happening again, feeling upset for the person that happened to … I just I 
feel it’s just a weird bunch of emotions. And I think that that’s a bad thing. 
But it’s also a good thing that those emotions are still there, because it’s 
gonna make you want to do something right.” 

J.T. Brown, who played seven seasons in the NHL between 2012-2019 
and is now a broadcaster for the Seattle Kraken, says he's sadly not 
surprised by the recent racist incidents in the ECHL and AHL. 

J.T. Brown, who played seven seasons in the NHL between 2012-2019 
and is now a broadcaster for the Seattle Kraken, says he's sadly not 
surprised by the recent racist incidents in the ECHL and AHL. 

As upsetting as the incidents were, they weren’t surprising to Brown who 
has been subject to racist comments and slurs from the time he was 
about eight until retiring last summer. 
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He clearly remembers getting called the n-word on one occasion in youth 
hockey and going to his coach about it. His coach took it to a referee who 
said he didn’t hear it, so he couldn’t make a call. Brown’s coach’s 
response was to pull the entire team off the ice, saying they wouldn’t play 
if the offender wasn’t punished. Brown said he was lucky to have 
received that support from his coach, but he knows not every player 
does. 

Like Brown, University of Maryland, Baltimore County coach Derek 
Arledge remembers everything about the first time he was called the n-
word. He never expected it to be directed at him until he was called it 
during a hockey game. It’s been years, but he knows the play that led up 
to it, the team he was playing and the player’s name. He also remembers 
how it was resolved — it wasn’t. Once again, a ref replied, “I didn’t hear 
it.” 

Dumba’s parents never realized that by signing up their young son for 
hockey, they’d potentially be placing him in a hostile environment. But 
children can be ignorant and mean-spirited, as can their parents. 
Bolstered by his love of the game, Dumba chose to continue with hockey 
in spite of the prejudice he often faced at the rink. 

A member of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, Dumba, was part of its 
“#TapeOutHate” campaign earlier this year. Brought together by 
Budweiser for an on-camera commercial, he and other members of the 
HDA shared their experiences with racism in hockey. At one point, he 
asked if the other players would put their children in hockey after what 
they experienced themselves. Toronto Maple Leaf and former Flyer 
Wayne Simmonds answered candidly, saying if his daughter had to go 
through what he did, he wouldn’t have her play hockey. 

The tweets the players had received that they shared in the commercial 
were probably more uncensored than what people had seen before, 
Brown said. Dumba said his teammates’ responses were encouraging. 

“It’s eye-opening for a lot of them,” Dumba said. “They definitely all 
understand it. And a lot of them have kids themselves and would never 
want to see their kids in that situation.” 

The game has grown a lot since Arledge and Dumba were young. There 
are more players of color at every level as well as more resources, and 
leagues are taking stronger stances against racism. 

Players of color are still rare proportionally, and there’s still a prevailing 
view around minority communities that hockey is a “white man’s sport.” 
Gillian Jackson, a coach for Snider Youth Hockey, and Koezler, get 
shocked looks “all the time,” as Black female hockey players. Jackson 
has seen the looks she gets when she shows up to rinks, “like I’m going 
to steal the boards just because I’m stretching outside.” 

The NHL has started to talk more about racism, especially since Kim 
Davis became the league’s Senior Executive Vice President in 2017. But 
even with the new “Hockey is for Everyone” slogan, there are still people 
— white and not, players and fans — who see it as a sport for white men. 

Calling all allies 

But it’s not just up to the Black players and coaches to carry the burden 
and initiate change, said former Flyer, Donald Brashear, who is Black 
and played over 1,000 NHL games between 1994-2010. It’s on everyone, 
and in a sport where most of the fans are white, white players speaking 
out can have a huge impact. 

Former Flyer Donald Brashear, who still works with Ed Snider 
Foundation, has repeatedly echoed the need for more white allies in 
hockey. 

Former Flyer Donald Brashear, who still works with Ed Snider 
Foundation, has repeatedly echoed the need for more white allies in 
hockey. 

“Psychologically, you’re going to accept and listen to and agree with 
statements of whoever’s in your in group,” said Koezler, who graduated 
with a degree in psychology from Princeton. “That’s something that we 
need, white allies to speak up and to understand our journey and 

understand our experiences and why we’re doing what we’re doing and 
try to share that message as well.” 

Sanheim, who is from Manitoba, grew up without exposure to much 
diversity on the ice, so when he heard some of what players of color go 
through, he was shocked and horrified. Through the conversations that 
have been happening at the NHL level in recent years and more 
interactions with players of color like former teammate Simmonds, 
Sanheim’s perspective has grown. 

As hockey players, “their ultimate dream was obviously to play in the 
NHL and the fact that they had to go overcome barriers that a lot of us 
never even experienced, it’s just incredible,” Sanheim said. 

As a kid with NHL dreams, Sanheim remembers how he would mimic 
what the pros did. Now he understands how such emulation makes his 
own actions and his teammates’ actions important when it comes to 
battling racism. However, Sanheim knows many in hockey have more 
listening and learning to do. 

While white hockey players around the league can afford to move away 
from the topic of racism when it’s not Black History Month or following an 
important event, Dumba and other players around the league live those 
conversations every day and can’t sit back. 

“There’s still more stuff that we can do to promote diversity in this game,” 
Dumba said. “I think a little action can go a long way and still kind of 
waiting for that from the NHL.” 
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Panthers hold off Flyers’ second-period surge for a 6-3 victory 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 10, 2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — After the Florida Panthers jumped out to a 4-0 lead by 
the end of the first period Thursday night at FLA Live Arena, the Flyers 
could have slumped in defeat and played on their heels for the next 40 
minutes. 

But after center Scott Laughton took a hit along the boards in the 
defensive zone that left him lying motionless on the ice, the Flyers 
ramped up the intensity and made the Panthers pay. The Flyers clawed 
their way to within 4-3 with three straight goals from James van 
Riemsdyk, Cam Atkinson, and Travis Konecny in the second period. 

“It was a great response from our group,” goalie Carter Hart said. “Just 
shows the character that we have. They’re a good hockey team. We 
know that. But for us to battle back and get into that game after being 
down four, that speaks volumes.” 

Their efforts, however, weren’t enough to overcome the Panthers, who 
held off the Flyers’ surge for a 6-3 victory. Seven minutes into the third 
period, the Panthers notched their third power-play goal of the night 
when center Patrick Brown redirected a pass from winger Anthony 
Duclair into the back of his own net. A Sam Reinhart empty-net goal, 
earning him a hat trick, served as the dagger. 

The Flyers’ self-inflected wounds proved to be their downfall, as the 
Panthers scored on all three power-play opportunities handed to them, 
two of which came in the first period. 

“It’s not always about what you give,” interim coach Mike Yeo said. “It’s 
also about what you cost the team.” 
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With their loss to the Panthers, the Flyers’ winning streak ended at two 
games. They have not had a three-game winning streak since Dec. 10-
14. 

Trying to turn over a new page 

The Flyers have struggled lately to keep pucks on their sticks, especially 
in their game on March 3 against the Minnesota Wild in which they had 
15 giveaways. Panthers takeaways on Thursday night led to similar strife 
for the Flyers. 

In the moments leading up to the Panthers’ first goal of the night, the 
Flyers were attempting to clear their own zone. Defenseman Travis 
Sanheim passed the puck ahead for center Kevin Hayes, whose 
bouncing pass for Brown in the neutral zone was picked off by 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad. He passed the puck to Aleksander Barkov, 
who tapped it to Carter Verhaeghe in transition. Verhaeghe carried the 
puck into the slot and scored on a wrist shot to put the Panthers up, 1-0. 

“It’s part of managing the game, especially against a team like that where 
we knew how high-octane they were and you’ve got to try to make it hard 
on them as far as not giving them anything easy and executing,” van 
Riemsdyk said. “That’s part of the stuff of being good on the lines and not 
turning pucks over and letting them have easy transitions, because that’s 
where they’re probably the best team in the league at that.” 

Rist-Oh No 

On Thursday morning, the Flyers announced they signed defenseman 
Rasmus Ristolainen to a five-year, $25.5 million contract extension. 
Ristolainen put a dark cloud over his celebratory day in the first period 
against the Panthers when he took two penalties, a high-sticking call and 
an interference minor, to put the potent Panthers on the power play. 

Going into the game, the Panthers boasted the league’s 12th-ranked 
power play overall (22.7%) and ninth-ranked at home (24.0%). Much to 
the Flyers’ despair, the Panthers capitalized on each of Ristolainen’s 
penalties. On the first power play, Reinhart camped out in the front of the 
net all alone, deflecting Jonathan Huberdeau’s shot past Hart to put the 
Panthers up, 2-0. Four minutes later, Reinhart capitalized again on the 
second power play when he swatted a rebound into the net, giving the 
Panthers a three-goal lead. 

“We all know how good their power play is and might not agree with the 
call, but got to stay out of the box and can’t take those penalties,” 
Ristolainen said. 

Hart tries to keep the Flyers in it 

Although the Panthers scored a whopping four goals in the first period 
alone, their lead could’ve been doubled easily if not for the efforts of Hart. 
With less than eight minutes to go in the period, the Panthers flaunted 
their speedy transition game with a two-man rush between Barkov and 
center Maxim Mamin. Barkov passed the puck across the slot to Mamin, 
who tapped a pass to a late-arriving MacKenzie Weegar. Hart made a 
save on Weegar and snatched up the rebound. 

Hart’s solid play allowed the Flyers to mount a comeback after going 
down 4-0. Goals from van Riemsdyk, Atkinson, and Konecny showed 
that the Flyers weren’t going to back down easily against the Atlantic 
Division leaders. 

“I thought Hartsy kept battling all night, which is a great thing,” Yeo said. 
“And obviously, that second period is probably the best second period 
we’ve played all year.” 
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Flyers’ fond memories of Cam York carry him back up to the NHL 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Mar 10, 2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Despite the losing streak that Cam York played 
through with the Flyers, interim coach Mike Yeo’s memories of him are 
good ones. 

That, in part, led to the team’s decision to call up York ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Atlantic Division-leading Florida Panthers. 

“A lot of [the decision] is what we have heard and what he’s doing down 
there,” Yeo said. “And a lot of it is also what we’re going by off memory 
when he was up playing with us. We asked a lot of him.” 

After being called up to join the taxi squad before the Flyers’ December 
West Coast trip, York finally made his season debut on Jan. 4. He logged 
time in all 13 games from then until the All-Star break. York had one goal 
and two assists, a of minus-four rating and 15 blocked shots. While Ivan 
Provorov was out with COVID, York spent time on the top pair with Justin 
Braun. He averaged close to 20 minutes over the first six games. 

During the All Star Break, it made sense for the Flyers to send him back 
to /the Phantoms so that he could continue playing. York said his 
conversation with general manager Chuck Fletcher was brief. He 
understood that the extra minutes and responsibilities would help “with 
the development side of things.” 

Fletcher and Yeo didn’t give York any specific things to focus on while he 
was down there, but he gave himself some homework. 

“Anytime I get the opportunity to go down there and play a lot of minutes, 
I just focus on just being ready every single shift,” York said. “Because 
when I come up here, everyone’s so good. Guys can make plays and 
make things happen.” 

Since returning to the AHL, York has played in 13 games, scoring one 
goal and three assists. 

York has been playing alongside Wyatte Wylie in the AHL. In four of the 
past five games, the two have made up the second defensive pairing. 

Recently, York has had some strong performances. On March 4, against 
the Charlotte Checkers, York notched an assist and was close to having 
a second when he created a dangerous opportunity for Morgan Frost. He 
also had a particularly strong game on Feb. 25 against the Cleveland 
Monsters, highlighted by a dominant third period. 

While on the bus home from the Phantoms’ Tuesday game against the 
Hershey Bears, coach Ian Laperrière called York up to the front to let him 
know he was being recalled by the Flyers. With a big smile, York said it 
feels good to be back. 

In addition to pairing with Keith Yandle on the third line, York will have 
the opportunity to play on the second power-play unit. York has watched 
every single Flyers game, so he’s well aware of the struggles the Flyers 
are having. In his eyes, it all goes back to execution with the additional 
burden of bad “puck luck.” 

“I’ve been on the power play pretty much my whole career,” York said. 
“I’m familiar with the position, and I’m comfortable doing it, running it. For 
me, just trying to help the guys in any way that I can. I know that they’re 
struggling a bit.” 

Now that York is back, Yeo said he wants him to take it one day at a 
time. 

“You’re not going to make one play that’s going to seal the deal and allow 
you to stay up in the NHL for the rest of the career,” Yeo said. “And one 
mistake’s also not going to send him right down.” 

#GerryTime 
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While Yeo has liked aspects of both Gerry Mayhew’s and Max Willman’s 
games, he’s decided to go with Mayhew as the 12th forward again. 
Mayhew will play with Zack MacEwen and Patrick Brown. 

“Didn’t mind Gerry’s game at all last game,” Yeo said. “I thought he had a 
good stick. Made a couple — created a little momentum for us at different 
points through the game, so just a little bit more based on that than 
anything else.” 
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Flyers sign defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen to five-year, $25.5 million 
extension 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Mar 10, 2022 

 

As the Flyers approach the March 21 trade deadline and navigate which 
pending unrestricted free agents will be a part of the team’s future, at 
least one of them will not hit the open market. 

On Thursday, the Flyers signed right-shot defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen to a five-year, $25.5 million extension ($5.1 million average 
annual value). The 27-year-old blueliner was in the final year of a six-
year, $5.4 million AAV deal, which he signed in 2016 as a member of the 
Buffalo Sabres. 

“I think what he brings to our blue line, we didn’t have a lot of size and 
physicality,” assistant general manager Brent Flahr said. “He’s been a 
real good teammate. He’s fit in well with our guys.” 

Ristolainen’s hard-nosed style of play lends itself to the “tough to play 
against” approach that general manager Chuck Fletcher has sought to 
instill within the team through certain roster additions. Fletcher acquired 
Ristolainen from Buffalo via trade this offseason in exchange for a 2021 
first-round pick (No. 14), a 2023 second-round pick, and defenseman 
Robert Hägg. 

In January, Fletcher said that he traded for Ristolainen with the goal of 
eventually signing him to a long-term deal. Despite the high price 
Fletcher paid for Ristolainen, former Flyer and NBC Sports Philadelphia 
color commentator Keith Jones thought the trade brought an important 
element to the Flyers’ defensive corps. 

“I liked it immediately, just because in my eyes, he provided something 
that the team lacked,” Jones said. “And that being a physical presence 
that was capable of knocking people around, was not shy about taking 
hits, and could clear the front of the net effectively.” 

Similarly, former Flyers goalie and ESPN analyst Brian Boucher believed 
Ristolainen had the potential to be the type of player who would make 
other players feel more comfortable when they were on the ice together. 

“I try to put myself in a position of when I played and what I liked in front 
of me and he’s a guy that I would have loved to have in front of me,” 
Boucher said. “A guy that just is big, plays hard to clear the front of the 
net for you.” 

Before joining the Flyers, Ristolainen spent eight tumultuous years with 
the Sabres, who drafted him in the first round, eighth overall, in 2013. 
During his time in Buffalo, Ristolainen played for six head coaches and 
never made the playoffs. In 2018-19, Ristolainen finished a league-worst 
minus-41. 

Despite the challenges in Buffalo, Ristolainen’s upside made him an 
attractive addition to any blue line at the time, according to former Tampa 
Bay Lightning general manager and NHL Network analyst Brian Lawton. 

“What all the GMs are trying to do is take it in context relative to what 
was going on around them — you could see a lot of promise in a player 
of Rasmus’ ability,” Lawton said. “And I would think that in the Flyers’ 
case, when you’re looking at a guy that’s 6-4, 220 pounds that can move, 
there was a lot of excitement about bringing him into Philly.” 

In 49 games this season, Ristolainen has two goals, 11 assists, and is a 
minus-11. He leads the team with 177 hits and has racked up 90 blocks, 
ranking third on the Flyers. 

Ristolainen has been a fixture on the second defensive pairing alongside 
25-year-old Travis Sanheim. Most recently, interim coach Mike Yeo has 
been utilizing Ristolainen on the second power-play unit as a net-front 
presence. 

“I think he’s lived up to what I expected him to be,” Jones said. “I think 
he’s showing that, offensively, he has skills, that he can make some 
plays in the offensive zone as well. It’s probably been underutilized in 
that regard.” 

Despite the Flyers’ lowly 18-28-10 record, Ristolainen has been happy in 
Philadelphia to this point. Part of the reason why is his partnership with 
Sanheim. 

Yeo has heavily relied upon his second pairing, who have played 
together for a team-high 706 minutes and 22 seconds so far this season. 
Top-pairing defensemen Justin Braun and Ivan Provorov are just shy of 
Sanheim-Ristolainen’s total by 16 seconds. Among Flyers defensive 
pairs that have played at least 100 minutes together, Sanheim and 
Ristolainen lead the team in expected goals for percentage (48.07). 

“If I think a little bit [to the] future and what kind of player he is, he’s the 
type of player I could play with the rest of my career as a D pair,” 
Ristolainen said. “That’s a good sign. And I think it’s already been good 
and we haven’t really ... only [played together] a few months, or this year. 
I hope we stay together, we play together and he’s a player I could play 
with forever.” 

Early the season, Sanheim acknowledged that it took a little while for the 
chemistry to develop with Ristolainen. More recently, however, Sanheim 
said they’ve been playing better together and feel more comfortable as a 
duo. 

“I think we complement each other well,” Sanheim said. “We play a little 
bit different style of game and just the way his presence is on the ice kind 
of opens it up for me a little bit and allows me to do what I do best and 
use my skating and vice-versa. I’m sure that allows him to play more 
freely as well.” 

From an advanced analytics standpoint, Ristolainen individually has 
graded out poorly. Among 108 defenseman who have played at least 800 
minutes this season, Ristolainen ranks 78th in expected goals against 
(42.35), according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“The eye test, to me, is pretty strong for Rasmus,” Lawton said. “The 
analytics test is pretty weak. I would say that your answer is somewhere 
in between. He still ranks out as a top-four D. Go around the league and 
you look at what other people have, on the majority of the teams, he 
clearly is in the top four, and that makes him a commodity.” 

Ristolainen ultimately decided to sign with the Flyers instead of reaching 
unrestricted free agency, where he could have driven up his asking price. 
However, Lawton estimates that the market is going to be depressed this 
summer, especially for a player of Ristolainen’s caliber. 

Several factors will lead teams to be cautious when signing free agents, 
according to Lawton — “There’s a lot of people that don’t have salary cap 
space, there’s a pandemic, a war, there’s a lot of things that are causing 
the tide to wash out a little economically.” 
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“I think players are going to find it tougher this summer and harder, 
particularly players that are not very, very, very, very top of the free agent 
market,” Lawton said. “Rasmus, in my opinion, is a good player that 
[would] have a lot of interest from other teams. But he’s not at the very, 
very top of the market.” 

Alternatively, had the Flyers decided to trade Ristolainen instead of re-
sign him, Lawton said it would be unlikely that Fletcher could have fully 
recouped what he gave up in the deal last summer. In what Lawton 
called a “buyer’s market” leading up to the trade deadline, the Tyler 
Toffoli trade may be the one exception to what the public can expect to 
see before March 21. 

“There’s just a lot of teams selling,” Lawton said. “And there are not that 
many buying. I’ve seen this situation before, I have to go back to 2009, 
when at least in terms of number of buyers and sellers, it was somewhat 
similar. And that was a tough, tough trading market for the teams that 
wanted to sell.” 

With interest to make it work on both sides, Ristolainen and Flyers were 
able to reach a deal. Now, while Ristolainen will miss the playoffs for the 
ninth time in nine career tries, he is optimistic that the Flyers will find 
success in the future. 

“Going through this with all the guys here, I hope we all learn from this 
year and we never want to go through this again,” Ristolainen said. “So I 
think it brings a lot of good energy for next year. I don’t think any of us 
want to be in this same position ever again.” 
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Flyers rally, but fall short, on the road against Panthers 

 

Wayne Fishwww.flyingfishhockey.com 

 

Maybe the Flyers were still groggy from their afternoon naps but 
whatever the reason, the team didn’t wake up until the second period of 
Thursday night’s game at Florida. 

After giving up four goals in a 20-minute sleepwalk to open the game, the 
Flyers bounced back with three goals of their own in the middle frame. 

However, it was too little, too late for the visitors who eventually dropped 
a 6-3 decision at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Fla. Sam Reinhart led the 
way for Florida with a hat trick 

“I think the team responded in a lot of positive ways tonight,’’ interim 
head coach Mike Yeo said of the second period comeback. “We came 
out with some hop (in the first period), then started turning some pucks 
over in the neutral zone and that’s a team you can’t do that against.’’ 

Goaltender Carter Hart, fresh off a career save night in a 2-1 win over 
Vegas, tried to hold the fort but the early onslaught was just too much. 

“Once they got that first goal, we got on our heels,’’ Yeo said. “We 
weren’t playing at quite the same pace. That allowed them to get into 
their transition game...that’s a very impressive hockey team. They take 
advantage of those mistakes.’’ 

Yeo liked the fact the Flyers didn’t call it a day after getting down four 
goals. 

“That second period,’’ he said, “is probably the best second period we’ve 
played all year.’’ 

The Panthers went three for three on the power play and that made the 
difference in this game. 

After getting dominated by the Panthers in the first period, the Flyers 
came back and did some dominating of their own in the second. 

James van Riemsdyk started the rally at 9:01. Kevin Hayes stole a puck 
deep in the right corner and caught JVR in stride for his 13th goal of the 
season. 

Derick Brassard made a strong move to set up Cam Atkinson’s goal at 
12:23. Brassard rushed the net and sent a shot which Sergei Bobrovsky 
couldn’t contain with his catching glove. The puck hopped up and 
Atkinson batted it out of the air for his 21st goal of the season. 

Your stories live here. 

Fuel your hometown passion and plug into the stories that define it. 

Create Account 

Then the Flyers cut the margin to one with 1:08 to play in the period. 
Rookie defenseman Cam York, just called up from the Phantoms, sent a 
shot toward the net and Travis Konecny deflected it past Bobrovsky 
during a power play. 

“I thought we played hard,’’ van Riemsdyk said. “There are some things 
we can do better execution-wise but I thought we kept playing. We didn’t 
back down. They got up early on us, we clawed back in but then they had 
that late push there.’’ 

Hart knew the Flyers had a tough task. Florida has the best home record 
in the NHL. 

“I thought we responded really well,’’ he said of the second period rally. 
“We didn’t come out too great in the first but we put that behind us. 
Really battled back and that was a great response. 

All bets are off: Hart takes on Vegas' best shot and delivers a Flyers’ win  

Let's go streaking: Flyers respond to coach’s speech with inspired win  

Just shows the character that we have. For us to battle back after being 
down four, that speaks volumes. I know it’s not the result we want but we 
just need to carry that into next game.’’ 

The Panthers picked up a pair of goals from both Reinhart and Carter 
Verhaeghe to grab their four-goal lead in the opening period. 

Verhaeghe kicked things off with a goal at 3:25 when the Flyers were 
caught on a late line change. His shot eluded Hart. Then Florida scored 
on consecutive power plays, with Reinhart connecting at 14:12 and 
18:11. Verhaeghe closed out the period with just 30 seconds to play. 

Anthony Duclair’s shot caromed off the stick of the Flyers’ Patrick Brown 
for the Panthers’ third power-play goal at 6:59 of the third period. 

Laughton injured 

Scott Laughton was injured at 8:03 of the second period when he was 
leveled by a hip check from Petteri Lindbohm. Laughton crashed back 
first into the boards and had to be helped off the ice. No penalty was 
called on the collision but both Lindbohm and Konecny received five-
minute fighting majors after the initial incident. Later, the Flyers 
announced Laughton suffered a head injury on the play and would not 
return to action. 

Yeo visited his player after the game and the initial impression wasn’t 
real positive. 

“He wasn’t doing great,’’ Yeo said. “I haven’t gotten an official update 
what his status is. You can tell from what happened it was an upper-body 
injury. A real tough one. He’s an emotional leader for our group. He’s 
been playing at such a high level for us. It was tough to see.’’ 

 Laughton’s teammates were hoping for the best. 

“You never like to see a guy get hit like that,’’ van Riemsdyk said. “I saw 
him between periods. I don’t know what the diagnosis was but it was 
good to see him alert.’’ 
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Hart knows what Laughton means to the team. 

“Yeah, really scary for sure,’’ Hart said. “Hit the boards hard. . .he’s a 
heart-and-soul player. You don’t want to see anyone go down like that. 
Hope he’s OK. Sounds like he’s doing better.’’ 

Added Rasmus Ristolainen: “You never want to see your player or an 
opposition player lay on the ice like that. Hopefully he’s doing good.’’ 

Short Shots 

The Flyers return to action on Saturday when they visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes. Claude Giroux’s assist on Atkinson’s goal was career point 
No. 899. Konecny turns 25 on Friday. Florida is now 30-0-0 when leading 
after two periods and 26-6 overall at home. Flyers are winless in their last 
10 road games, the longest such streak since 1992. 
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Flyers sign Rasmus Ristolainen to 5-year, $25.5 million contract 
extension 

 

Wayne Fish  |  www.flyingfishhockey.com 

 

Rasmus Ristolainen has spent his first season in Philadelphia playing 
old-time Flyers hockey and now he gets to do it for five more years. 

On Thursday, the team announced it has signed the 27-year-old 
defenseman to a new five-year, $25.5-million contract extension. 
Ristolainen was scheduled to become a potential unrestricted free agent 
this summer before the new deal was reached. 

There had been speculation the Flyers might be thinking of trading 
Ristolainen at or before the March 21 NHL deadline but those rumors 
have been put to rest. 

 "Rasmus is an important part of our team and we are very happy to have 
him on our blue line for the next five years,'' said general manager Chuck 
Fletcher, who had used a first-round and a second-round draft pick (plus 
defenseman Robert Hagg) to acquire the Finnish native from Buffalo last 
summer. "He is committed to being a Flyer and brings a consistent 
physical presence to our team.'' 

Ristolainen was Buffalo's first-round (eighth overall) pick in the 2013 NHL 
Entry Draft. In his first season with the Flyers, he has recorded two 
goals/13 points in 49 games while logging an average of 21:22 ice time, 
which ranks third on the team among players who have appeared in at 
least 10 games. 

He leads the team in hits (177), which ranks third among all NHL 
defensemen, and is tied for eighth among all players. He's also third on 
the Flyers in blocked shots with 90. 

Over parts of the last six seasons, Ristolainen ranks second among all 
NHL defensemen with 1,209 hits. In the past nine seasons, he has 48 
goals/258 points in 591 regular-season games. 

 "I'm very happy and I really wanted to stay,'' Ristolainen said. "It's a 
great feeling to have it done before the deadline. I love this city. I love the 
fans. They are very passionate. I love my teammates and I want to be 
here when we turn it around next year.'' 

Without question, Ristolainen’s style is appreciated by the Flyers’ fan 
base. His penchant for initiating physical contact makes him a favorite 
with the Wells Fargo Center faithful. 

 “I appreciate all the love from fans,’’ Ristolainen said during a midday 
media Zoom call from Sunrise, Fla. where the Flyers will be playing the 
Panthers on Thursday night. “I mean everything about the Flyers’ history, 
the players who played here, just the logo on the jersey and everything 
around it I really like. I want to keep wearing that jersey, play for the city 
and the fans.’’ 

Philadelphia Flyers' Rasmus Ristolainen, right, plays the puck past 
Carolina Hurricanes' Sebastian Aho during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game, Monday, Feb. 21, … Show more    

Part of Ristolainen’s success here stems from his partnership with Travis 
Sanheim on the second defense pairing. The two have developed a 
pretty good chemistry. 

That may have been a factor in his decision to re-sign with Philadelphia. 

“I really enjoy playing with him,’’ Ristolainen said. “Hopefully we can play 
together for a long time. It’s not easy finding a player you can enjoy 
playing with — see yourself playing with for a long time. So I wanted to 
stay.’’ 

 While the deal most likely was in the works for a while, it still came down 
to getting his name on the dotted line.    

“It’s good to get it done,’’ he said. “I wanted to stay, they wanted me to 
stay. So it’s good to be here. I’ve enjoyed my time here. I really believe 
we can turn it around real quick.’’ 

After the trade from Buffalo, Ristolainen let it be known he was pleased 
to be joining a team which was perceived to be a contender. All that 
changed with the multitude of injuries and illness but he remains 
optimistic about the hockey future in Philadelphia. 

“I believe the pieces we have here and for next year is a pretty good 
core,’’ he said. “Some changes will happen but I trust the guys I share 
that locker room with.’’ 

Some believe Ristolainen could have commanded as much as $6-7 
million on the open market but apparently that was not a consideration. 

"I was thinking about all the options,'' he admitted. "Moving from Buffalo 
to here, it was kind of a hassle. I like it here so I didn't need to go looking 
for something else for no reason. It was a pretty easy decision for me.'' 
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Flyers give Rasmus Ristolainen 5-year contract extension 

 

Staff Report 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS  

PUBLISHED: March 10, 2022 at 6:15 p.m. | UPDATED: March 10, 2022 
at 6:18 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The Flyers signed defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen to a five-year contract extension, the team announced 
Thursday. 

The deal is worth $5.1 million a year, Flyers president of hockey 
operations and general manager Chuck Fletcher said. It comes 11 days 
before the NHL trade deadline. 

“Rasmus is an important part of our team and we are very happy to have 
him on our blue line for the next five years,” Fletcher said in a statement. 
“He is committed to being a Flyer and brings a consistent physical 
presence to our team.” 
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The 6-foot-4 Ristolainen is in his first season with the Flyers and has two 
goals with 11 assists in 49 games while averaging just over 21 minutes of 
ice time. He leads the team with 177 hits, which ranks third among NHL 
defensemen, and has 90 blocked shots. 

“I’m very happy and I really wanted to stay. It’s a great feeling to have it 
done before the deadline,” the 27-year-old Ristolainen said. “I love this 
city. I love the fans. I love my teammates and I want to be here when we 
turn it around next year.” 

Ristolainen was acquired last July in a trade with the Buffalo Sabres in 
exchange for the Flyers’ first-round pick (13th overall) in the 2021 draft, 
the Flyers’ second-round pick in the 2023 draft and defenseman Robert 
Hagg. 

The Finnish player was the eighth overall pick by the Sabres in 2013. He 
has 48 goals and 210 assists in 591 regular-season games. 
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Flyers lose key piece on scary play, have comeback attempt thwarted by 
Panthers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers' winning streak was halted at two Thursday night as the club 
suffered a 6-3 loss to the Panthers at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Florida. 

The team also suffered a loss in its lineup during the second period. 
Scott Laughton was forced to exit with a head injury and did not return. 

At the time, the Flyers were down big, 4-0. The injury to one of their 
leaders spurred a comeback attempt. The Flyers ripped off three goals in 
the middle frame, trimming their deficit to 4-3 at second intermission, but 
Florida put them away in the final stanza with goals from Anthony Duclair 
(power play) and Sam Reinhart (empty net). 

The Flyers (18-29-10) have won more than two games in a row only once 
this season, when they strung together three straight from Dec. 10-14. 

They have yet to win on the road in the year of 2022. 

The Flyers went 0-2-1 against the Panthers (40-13-5) in their three-game 
regular-season series. 

Reinhart finished with a hat trick for Florida. The Flyers have given up 10 
hat tricks over the last two seasons. 

• The Panthers, a bona-fide Stanley Cup contender, came in scoring an 
NHL-leading 4.12 goals per game. 

They put up four on the Flyers in the first period. Reinhart scored a pair, 
both on the power play, and Carter Verhaeghe deposited the other two.  

Carter Hart was not to blame. Florida ambushed the Flyers, who were 
not nearly sharp enough to withstand its firepower. 

Fresh off his career-high 47 saves, Hart denied 31 of 36 shots. 

Jonathan Huberdeau and Aaron Ekblad collected four assists apiece for 
a Panthers team that looks scary good. 

Florida netminder Sergei Bobrovsky went 3-0-0 against the Flyers this 
season with 92 saves on 98 shots. 

The former Flyer stopped 36 of those shots Thursday night. 

• Following the injury to Laughton, the Flyers had a charge themselves to 
make it a game. 

James van Riemsdyk, Cam Atkinson and Travis Konecny scored goals. 

The Panthers eventually closed the door in the third period. 

• On the day he signed a five-year, $25.5 million contract extension, 
Rasmus Ristolainen had a rough first period. 

He committed two penalties and Florida scored on both power plays. 

The 27-year-old defenseman ended up playing a team-high 24:14 
minutes. He finished with an assist, a plus-1 rating, three shots, five hits 
and two blocked shots. 

More: Ristolainen deal is a fine one, but Flyers need to hold up their end 

• Back with the big club, prospect Cam York recorded an assist and a 
minus-2 rating in 15:38 minutes. 

• The Flyers have a back-to-back set over the weekend. They visit the 
Hurricanes on Saturday (3 p.m. ET/ABC) and then come home to host 
the Canadiens on Sunday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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Ristolainen deal is a fine one, but Flyers need to hold up their end 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

When the Flyers traded for Rasmus Ristolainen, pulling him out of 
Buffalo after his eight playoff-less seasons with the Sabres, they believed 
he would be better suited in their environment. 

That a deeper defensive group and greater stability would translate to a 
more effective bruiser. 

And that it would translate to the desired winning for both parties. 

"I think anytime players are slotted in the right role with the right mix of 
players around them, they have a much better chance to improve and 
look better," Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher said last July after 
acquiring Ristolainen. 

The Flyers haven't followed through on their environment being better. 
This season, they've had two head coaches, five assistant coaches and 
have had to play 10 different defensemen. They entered Thursday well 
out of the playoff picture at 18-28-10, with a minus-52 goal differential 
and set to aggressively retool at the March 21 trade deadline. 

Ristolainen is staying put after inking a five-year, $25.5 million contract 
extension Thursday morning. 

"I love the city, I love the fan base, very passionate. And I love my 
teammates," Ristolainen said. "I really enjoy my time here and I believe 
we can turn it around here real quick. 

"I believe in the pieces we have here and here for next year. It's a pretty 
good core. Obviously some changes will happen and we'll see, but I trust 
the guys I share the locker room with." 

It's a fine deal for the Flyers. There's no reason why Ristolainen can't 
play an important role in a balanced defensive group. His new deal has a 
cheaper average annual value ($5.1 million) than his current contract 
($5.4 million). He's only 27 years old and provides qualities the Flyers 
have needed and playoff teams covet. 

"Everything about the Flyers' history, the players who played here, just 
the logo and the jersey and everything around it, I really like it," 
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Ristolainen said. "I want to keep putting that jersey on and play for the 
city and the fans." 

But whether the deal pays off for the Flyers will hinge on what the club 
does to slot Ristolainen — and what he does and doesn't do well — 
properly. 

The chances of the Flyers successfully doing that could rely heavily on 
the health of top-pair defenseman Ryan Ellis. Fletcher's biggest 
acquisition from a busy offseason last summer played only four games 
this season because of a troubling lower-body injury. 

"One player shouldn't be enough to sink our team, but Ryan Ellis is an 
elite puck mover, he’s elite in transition, he would allow us to put 
everybody in the right chair," Fletcher said in late November. 

Time will tell what and how much Fletcher does to retool the club. Can 
Ristolainen serve the Flyers well as a solid No. 3 or 4 alongside Travis 
Sanheim? Absolutely. 

But Fletcher and the Flyers have to hold up their end of the bargain for 
why they liked Ristolainen being here in the first place. And that's to 
make sure their defense is deep enough and the winning ingredients are 
in place. 

The environment they initially touted. 
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Laughton suffers head injury after taking hit, scary spill into boards 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Scott Laughton was forced to exit the Flyers' game Thursday night 
against the Panthers during the second period after taking a hit and 
awkward spill into the side boards. 

As Laughton tried to make a move around Petteri Lindbohm, he was 
checked hard by the Florida defenseman. Laughton was knocked off-
balance and slammed into the wall. He stayed down and was eventually 
assisted off the ice at FLA Live Arena by Flyers director of medical 
services Jim McCrossin. 

Travis Konecny came to the defense of his teammate, fighting Lindbohm 
seconds after the hit, which didn't appear to be dirty or illegal. 

Laughton was diagnosed with a head injury and did not return to the 
game. 

More: Flyers lose key piece on scary play, have comeback attempt 
thwarted by Panthers 

The 27-year-old center has been one of the Flyers' best players this 
season. He has also grown into one of the team's leaders, a guy who 
takes immense pride in being a Flyer through thick and thin. 

Laughton entered the game centering Konecny and Oskar Lindblom on 
the Flyers' first line. 

He has put up 28 points (11 goals, 17 assists) in 54 games this season. 
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Flyers keeping Ristolainen in Philly, signing him to 5-year extension 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Rasmus Ristolainen is staying in Philadelphia. 

The Flyers on Thursday signed the bruising Finnish defenseman to a 
five-year, $25.5 million extension. 

They acquired Ristolainen last summer in a trade with the Sabres. He's 
on the final year of a six-year, $32.4 million contract ($5.4 million cap hit). 

His new deal has a $5.1 million cap hit. 

"Well, when we traded for him — look, clearly I paid a big price, I 
recognize that," Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher said in late 
January. "It's difficult to get physical defensemen, never mind physical, 
right-shot defensemen. There were other teams that were offering similar 
type of packages to ours and we had the highest pick, so we got him." 

The Flyers sent Buffalo the 13th overall pick (technically 14th) in the 
2021 draft, Robert Hagg and a 2023 second-round selection. 

Ristolainen's extension comes just over 10 days before the March 21 
trade deadline. With his expiring contract, his name had been bandied 
about as a trade possibility. 

"I've been in the rumors for the last three, four years, so you kind of get 
used to it," Ristolainen said last month. "Those are things you can't 
control, so I haven't thought about it for a minute." 

Similar to when he was acquired, Ristolainen's new deal will bring some 
debate. From early on in his NHL career, he played big minutes on a 
Sabres club that didn't make the playoffs during his eight seasons. In his 
tenure, Ristolainen’s on-ice goal differential at even strength was minus-
151. 

Those Buffalo teams endured constant instability and turnover. 

This season, the Flyers envisioned Ristolainen slotting into a deeper 
defensive group in which there wouldn't be as much responsibility on his 
plate compared to his days with the Sabres. With a healthy Ryan Ellis, he 
could be a No. 4 on the Flyers' blue line. Without a healthy Ryan Ellis, the 
Flyers' entire defense has felt a trickle-down effect. 

The 27-year-old Ristolainen gives the Flyers what many teams covet. 
Hockey folks value Ristolainen's brand of defense. The 6-foot-4, 218-
pounder plays with an imposing style of physicality and nastiness. 

"I would say I'm a player that the other team hates to play against and I 
try to be a pain in the ass," Ristolainen said last July when the Flyers 
traded for him. 

His Flyers teammates have grown to love him after dreading to play 
against him. 

"When Risto's playing that physical game, he's in guys' faces and things 
like that, it's really tough for an opposing team to play against," Joel 
Farabee said in late December. "I know when he was in Buffalo, I hated 
playing against him. When he's playing well, it's really tough to play 
against." 

Say what you want about his Buffalo numbers, but Rasmus Ristolainen 
frustrates opposing players. 

In his first season with the Flyers, Ristolainen has two goals, 11 assists 
and a minus-11 rating through 49 games. The 18-28-10 Flyers have a 
minus-52 goal differential as a team. 

He's first on the Flyers in hits (177), third in minutes per game (21:22) 
and blocked shots (90) and tied for sixth in penalties drawn (11). 

When Ristolainen is at his best, he's killing plays, irritating the opposition 
and making it think twice about going to the net. 
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"I love Risto and what he brings to the lineup," Flyers interim head coach 
Mike Yeo said last month. "And what I love about him is I know that other 
teams hate to play against him. I know that our team hated to play 
against him, I know that other teams hate to play against him. 

"I think he's playing really good hockey for us. He's a warrior, he shows 
up to play night after night and, to me, that is what I think of the Flyers 
being and what I want the Flyers to be and I think what we all expect the 
Flyers to be. For me, I know that he loves being here and we love having 
him." 
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With Rasmus Ristolainen extension, Flyers prioritize style of play over 
results — and it will cost them 

 

By Charlie O'Connor  

Mar 10, 2022   

 

On Jan. 26, the two key decision makers for the Philadelphia Flyers — 
general manager Chuck Fletcher and Comcast Spectacor chairman and 
CEO Dave Scott — sat in front of the local media and assured fans that 
better days were coming. An aggressive retool was looming, they 
promised. We know the team needs more high-end talent, they declared. 
We can turn this around quickly, they vowed. The next step was for 
observers of the team to wait and see what actions those words would 
prelude. 

With move No. 1 being the re-signing of defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen to a five-year, $25.5 million ($5.1 million cap hit) extension, 
the Flyers aren’t exactly off to a rousing start. 

In fairness, it’s not like this came out of nowhere. A GM doesn’t relinquish 
the package that Fletcher did last offseason (a first- and a second-round 
pick and defenseman Robert Hägg) for a rental defenseman unless he 
has designs on keeping him for longer than just one season. And over 
the past two weeks, it became abundantly clear that Fletcher and the 
Flyers front office were still very interested in retaining the 27-year-old 
blueliner rather than selling him at the deadline. Ristolainen, despite the 
team’s struggles in 2021-22 and his stated desire to play for a winning 
club, was just as interested in staying. 

“I love the city, I love the fan base, very very passionate,” Ristolainen 
said shortly after the signing became official on Thursday. “I love my 
teammates, I’ve really enjoyed my time here, and I believe we can turn it 
around here real quick.” 

Clearly, Ristolainen wouldn’t have signed a new contract unless he felt 
the Flyers could — as soon as next season — return to playoff 
contention, at the very least. But his contract won’t make it easy for the 
Flyers to do just that. 

The initial case for acquiring Ristolainen was simple. 

No, his tangible results in Buffalo weren’t very good, beyond raw point 
totals. But he was being used as a heavy-minutes, top-pair defenseman 
on an awful club, the thinking went. Drop him down the depth chart a bit, 
inject stability into his game via a better team around him and a regular 
partner (Travis Sanheim) who complements his skill set and he’ll do a lot 
better. In addition, he’ll provide a physical element to the roster that had 
been missing in past seasons, making the team “tougher to play against.” 
That was, at its core, the argument in favor of the Ristolainen trade last 
summer. 

So how has it played out? 

Let’s start with the good. The Sanheim-Ristolainen pair has been, by the 
numbers, the Flyers’ best regular defensive pairing at five-on-five. That’s 
a fact, regardless of which stat one picks. 

All Flyers pairings with at least 100 minutes played at five-on-five. All 
metrics courtesy of Evolving-Hockey, and adjusted for score and venue 
effects. 

And relative to the rest of the Philadelphia blue line corps, Ristolainen’s 
standalone advanced metrics shape up OK — he’s second at the 
position in on-ice xG share, third by shot attempt share and fourth by 
goals share. In other words, by performance, he has been a “top-four” 
defenseman for this Flyers team. Also, he absolutely has met 
expectations as a physical presence. Hits may be a somewhat subjective 
stat tracked differently by each arena, but Ristolainen is tied for third in 
the NHL among blueliners with 177 hits, and he’s in the top 10 when 
adjusting for ice time. That matches the eye test as well — Ristolainen 
dishes out his fair share of punishment on the ice. 

Now, onto the bad. 

The Sanheim-Ristolainen pair might be the team’s “best” pair, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s been legitimately good. The duo has been outshot, 
outchanced and outscored on the season — they’ve just been less bad 
than the other pairs the coaching staff has thrown out on the regular. 
We’re not talking about a dominant duo here. 

In addition, there’s a significant amount of evidence that Ristolainen isn’t 
the one driving the pair’s relative success. Basically, Sanheim has 
performed well with pretty much every Flyers defenseman this year — 
and generally better than he has alongside Ristolainen. 

All metrics five-on-five only and courtesy of Evolving-Hockey, adjusted 
for score and venue effects. 

Now, this type of “with or without you” analysis isn’t perfect, but more 
advanced play-driving measurement models like RAPM — which account 
for teammate quality, quality of competition, zone starts, basically 
everything that critics charge that advanced stat analysis ignores — also 
love Sanheim (92nd percentile among NHL defensemen this season in 
terms of impact on his team’s even-strength expected goal differential) 
and are unimpressed by Ristolainen (19th percentile). Every public model 
that looks to isolate individual player impact on even-strength results has 
spit out the conclusion that it’s Sanheim dragging up Ristolainen, not the 
other way around, or even that it’s a symbiotic relationship that elevates 
both. 

And what about all that physicality? It’s undeniable that Ristolainen hits 
— a lot. Yet it’s difficult to argue that a team with the NHL’s sixth-worst 
record has been “tough to play against” due to his presence. Sure, his 
hits and general style of play may irritate opponents; after all, no player 
enjoys getting bruised up by a 6-foot-5 beast of a blueliner. But when a 
club has lost 38 of 56 games, it’s an inherent fact that they have been 
easy to play, given the outcomes of their games. That doesn’t mean 
Ristolainen is the reason for the Flyers’ poor results, just that his 
acquisition hasn’t fixed that stated flaw. 

Yet the Flyers’ front office still deemed him worthy of $5.1 million per year 
for the next five years. Why? 

So why is Ristolainen here to stay in Philadelphia? There’s not just one 
single reason, but if it all had to be boiled down to one overarching force, 
it’s almost certainly this: the culture. 

There’s a real belief in fan circles that the Flyers are no longer “The 
Flyers” anymore, and that’s a sentiment that not only hasn’t gone 
unnoticed within the organization, it’s also shared by quite a few people 
within. 

Part of the issue is simply the team’s on-ice struggles — they’re clearly 
not a good team right now, and before this past decade’s run of 
mediocrity (and now outright poor play), they pretty much always were. 
Some of it boils down to the belief that the organization lost its soul when 
Ed Snider died. But there’s a stylistic hockey element to all of this, too. 
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The Flyers, in the minds of many, are supposed to be tough, physical, 
fearsome. Teams should dread coming to Philadelphia, and know that 
even if they exit with a victory, the Flyers are going to extract their pound 
of flesh in the process. There’s an organizational belief that the Flyers, in 
recent years, have strayed from that core identity. Even interim head 
coach Mike Yeo brings it up regularly in media sessions — the idea that 
the Flyers have to get back to being tough to play against. It was a big 
reason why Ristolainen was prioritized last offseason in the first place; 
it’s also a not-insignificant part of why many in the front office advocated 
strongly to keep him at this deadline rather than recoup some of the 
assets lost for him. 

So no, this isn’t a case of the Flyers’ internal analytics liking Ristolainen a 
lot more than those in the public sphere, based on what I know about 
private models and the general data sources that the Flyers analytics 
team use in theirs. This was a “culture” signing. 

Yes, it’s true that Fletcher and other key decision makers believe that a 
team and a defense in particular needs a mix of styles to fully click, and a 
physical element is a part of that. It’s also true that Fletcher — who 
coveted Ristolainen dating back to his time as Wild GM — legitimately 
believes that Ristolainen is a good NHL defenseman, that the numbers 
don’t fully quantify what he brings to the table and that on a good team, 
those numbers will improve anyway. It’s also true that the players in the 
dressing room truly respect Ristolainen, and believe he’s been a good fit. 

But it goes beyond that. 

The Flyers don’t merely want to win. They want to win a certain way. 
They want to win playing “Flyers Hockey,” in the traditional, Broad Street 
Bullies sense. And there just aren’t that many players in the modern NHL 
who bring that throwback kind of element. Tom Wilson, of course, is one, 
but Washington isn’t trading him. Which brought them to Ristolainen. 

And in fairness, the oft-ridiculed “guys hate to play against Ristolainen” 
perception isn’t just a media creation or a sales job by misguided GMs. 
It’s very real — players all around the league state their dislike in 
matching up directly with the blueliner, due to his brute strength and 
constant willingness to mix it up. They’re not all lying and laughing their 
way to the bank. They truly believe it. 

So do the Flyers. Which is a big part of why they so desperately wanted 
to keep him. They see Ristolainen as an essential part not just of a 
winning club, but a winning Flyers club — the way they should win. 

The problem with it all 

Stylistically, yes, Ristolainen does fit the traditional definition of the way 
that the Flyers have historically liked to play. That’s undeniable. 

My problem in spite of that is simple: I struggle to see how this extension 
tangibly helps the Flyers achieve their long-term goals, particularly given 
their current state. 

Ristolainen clearly isn’t a top-pair defenseman. He proved that in Buffalo, 
and it’s borne out in Philadelphia as well. Notably, the Flyers themselves 
don’t even believe he is one — despite Ryan Ellis missing all but four 
games, Ristolainen has received all of two games on the first pair with 
Ivan Provorov. The coaches on some level know what he is and what he 
isn’t. 

Is he a second-pair quality defenseman? Well, with Sanheim, he kind of 
has been. But it’s not like his results with Sanheim have been great in the 
grand scheme of winning, and given Sanheim’s results away from 
Ristolainen, it’s unlikely that Ristolainen is the one pushing that duo into 
borderline-passable second-pair territory anyway. 

By the same token, it’s almost certainly an overstatement to call 
Ristolainen a non-NHL caliber defenseman, as some particularly snarky 
stat-oriented individuals on social media do. I don’t even believe Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s Game Score-driven evaluation of Ristolainen as basically 
a just-above-league-minimum-salary value player to be accurate as well. 
There almost certainly is a benefit, if just mentally, of having a big hitter 
on a club to make the rest of the lineup feel more comfortable, to wear 

down opponents over the course of a game or playoff series, to fire up 
the crowd and infuse the team with extra energy. There’s just too much 
anecdotal evidence and testimonials to disregard those impacts entirely. 

But if Ristolainen is basically a barely-passable second-pair guy on a bad 
team, that means he’s probably a fine third-pair blueliner on a good team, 
intangibles included. And $5.1 million per year is a lot to pay for that. 

In a pre-salary-cap world, this contract would make a lot more sense. It 
would be perfectly acceptable for the Flyers to pay a premium for big hits 
that will bring the fans out of their seats in glee and further a preferred 
team identity. If it ultimately turned out post-signing that the only way for 
the Flyers with Ristolainen to be a contending team would be to bump 
him down the depth chart to third-pair usage, that would be perfectly fine. 
Just open up that checkbook, Comcast Spectacor, and buy more good 
players to push him down the lineup. 

Unfortunately, that’s not the reality of the salary-cap world. 

The $5.1 million spent yearly on Ristolainen is $5.1 million that can’t be 
spent elsewhere. And given where the Flyers currently stand, they’re 
going to need all the cap space they can create in order to fix their 
current predicament. After all, Fletcher stated in late January that the 
Flyers need more high-end talent in order to truly contend for titles. He’s 
right. But the big question after that news conference — and it looms 
even larger now — was obvious: How exactly are they going to get it in 
the near future? 

They’re already likely losing Claude Giroux in the coming weeks — one 
of their only pieces who can even make a case to be at that “high-end” 
level (and he probably isn’t quite there anymore, at least as a “best 
player on a great team” piece). So adding one big piece this summer is 
just a lateral move, not an actual improvement. And doing even that isn’t 
as simple as just taking the money freed up by Giroux’s exit and throwing 
that at a big-name free agent. Almost all of his $8.275 million cap savings 
is swallowed up by the looming raises to Joel Farabee ($4.075 million 
more than in 2021-22) and Sean Couturier ($3.42 million more). That’s 
$7.49 million out of Giroux’s $8.275 million gone before the front office 
even starts looking at free agents or trade targets. 

Couturier, Ellis and Kevin Hayes are basically untradeable at this point, 
due to their contract sizes, protection clauses in their deals or recent 
injury histories (and in some cases, all three). Maybe James van 
Riemsdyk ($7 million cap hit) gets moved out, but given his age and 
underwhelming season, that likely requires some salary retention (or 
dead money via a buyout), so that’s not opening up a ton of space. Trade 
Provorov? Maybe, but then they’d need a 1LD replacement, and 
Sanheim has never thrived on the top pair. Shop Sanheim, as TSN’s 
Darren Dreger suggested on Thursday? That would likely be a disaster, 
given that he’s likely the primary reason Ristolainen’s results in his first 
season in Philadelphia haven’t been disastrous. Travis Konecny? Again, 
maybe, but he’s in the midst of a second straight down year, so his value 
isn’t exactly through the roof. And even after executing on a few of those 
theoretical moves, they’re basically just cobbling together enough cap 
space to acquire a Giroux replacement. Unless the 2021-22 Flyers had a 
Stanley Cup caliber roster that was simply decimated by injuries — an 
unlikely explanation at best — that’s not going to push them back into 
relevancy. 

There was one way to clear out a significant amount of cap space: Move 
on from the defenseman valued highly across the league for mostly 
unmeasurable qualities, which haven’t moved the needle for any of his 
clubs at the NHL level to the point where even a single one has been 
remotely competitive. Nevertheless, the Flyers decided that player was 
essential to building a winning club, or at least the type of winning club 
they want to build, largely due to his perceived intangible value. 

Which brings us back to the key problem: By paying Ristolainen this 
much largely due to intangibles, it makes it significantly harder to 
construct a team capable of actually taking full advantage of those 
intangibles. 
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Who cares if a player’s style is “built for the playoffs” and the adjustments 
in the way officials call games if his team never gets there in the first 
place? Is having enough physicality to stand up to the bruising clubs in 
the Metropolitan Division in big games really important if the team is 
languishing in the basement of the division, as the Flyers have most of 
this season? Does it really matter if a player has the ability to get a Philly 
crowd going with punishing hits if the building is half-empty — as the 
Wells Fargo Center has been at times this year — due to mountains of 
losses and little hope within the fan base for a return to legitimate 
contention? 

Yes, there’s merit to the idea that Ristolainen is imposing, irritating and 
tough to play against and that he brings attributes numbers can’t 
measure. But you know what is really hard for teams to play against? A 
talented, deep team with multiple high-end players capable of changing a 
game at the drop of a hat. 

The Flyers, more than anything else, desperately need those. They’ve 
stated they’re not going to intentionally bottom out and look to years of 
picking in the top 10 of the draft to get them. And this contract, given to a 
player who even his biggest defenders acknowledge does not qualify as 
such, makes it significantly tougher for the front office to acquire impact, 
top-of-the-lineup talents on the open market. 

That — and not $25.5 million — is the true cost of the Ristolainen 
extension for the Flyers. 
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Slumping Kapanen skates on fourth line for only part of Penguins' 
practice Thursday 

 

CHRIS ADAMSKI   

Thursday, March 10, 2022 8:51 p.m. 

 

Covid infections were peaking, Ben Roethlisberger was still an active 
NFL player and Evgeni Malkin was appearing in just his second home 
game of the season. 

A lot has happened since Jan. 23. One thing that hasn’t, though, is a goal 
by Kasperi Kapanen. 

It’s appearing the Pittsburgh Penguins, perhaps, are running out of 
patience with their talented and capricious right wing. 

Kapanen was rotating in as a part-time fourth-line wing during Thursday’s 
practice at PPG Paints Arena. That would indicate — at best — a 
demotion from his usual spot alongside No. 2 center Malkin, or — at 
worst — Kapanen could be watching Friday’s game as a healthy scratch. 

Coach Mike Sullivan is loathe to comment on lineup composition before 
games, so nothing is official about Kapanen’s status for Friday’s home 
game against Vegas. But Sullivan after Thursday’s practice did speak in 
more general terms about his relationship with Kapanen and about 
methods for helping to jumpstart struggling players. 

“The decisions we’re trying to make as a coaching staff isn’t about 
whether we like somebody or we don’t like somebody or we’re mad at 
somebody or not mad at somebody,” Sullivan said. “That, for me, doesn’t 
even enter into the equation. We are trying to make decisions that give 
us the best chance to win, and we’re trying to help all our players 
maximize their potential. 

“As far as what our expectation is and how ‘Kappy’ can help himself 
moving forward — and ‘Kappy’ and I have had a number of 

conversations about this — is trying to play the game the right way and 
just immersing himself in staying in the moment and playing the game 
the right way.” 

Kapanen’s 17-game goal drought is the longest of his career. He has 
only two assists in that time since a third-period goal Jan. 23 in a victory 
against Winnipeg. 

Kapanen has been held without a goal in 50 of the 57 games he has 
played this season. He has not posted a point in 38 of those 57 games. 

The advanced metrics paint a slightly less-damning picture: Kapanen 
ranks right in the middle of the 15 Penguins forwards who have played at 
least 100 minutes at 5-on-5 this season in percentage of goals for vs. 
against when he’s on the ice (54.0%). He’s 10th among those 15 in shots 
on goal percentage and seventh in attempted shots percentage. 

“He has so many abilities that make him so dangerous, and I’m sure that 
as somebody that cares as much as he does, it’s frustrating to be going 
through a scoring difficulties like he is,” defenseman Mike Matheson said. 

“But you watch him backchecking and forechecking and using his speed 
in different ways, you can tell that even though that area of his game isn’t 
going as well as he’d like it to, he’s trying to find ways to have an impact 
on the game and knows that the rest will come. He’s such a good player 
that he’s bound to at some point.” 

That’s surely part of the reason Sullivan continually has re-inserted 
Kapanen on the second line despite myriad demotions down the lineup 
and/or benching. The latest was Tuesday, when Sullivan deployed 
Kapanen for just two third-period shifts during a loss to Florida. 

Will Kapanen play at all against Vegas? Thursday, Zach Aston-Reese 
took the first rep at right wing in line rushes with the fourth unit that also 
included Teddy Blueger and Brian Boyle. Kapanen took Aston-Reese’s 
place at times, but Aston-Reese took more rushes. In the past, when 13 
forwards were healthy, it was Boyle who typically was scratched. 

It’s enough circumstantial evidence pointing to Kapanen as the odd man 
out Friday. Sullivan, of course, wouldn’t commit to that. He did, though, 
say that among the most rewarding-yet-difficult aspects of coaching is 
finding the best way to reach a struggling player. 

“I think it just boils down to relationships that you build with your players 
over the course of time,” Sullivan said. “You’re trying to help players 
through some of the ups and downs. Sometimes players need words of 
encouragement. Sometimes tough love is helpful to a player. As a coach. 
We’re trying to do our very best to help these guys and give them what 
we think they need at a particular time. 

“At the same time, performance matters in all these instances. So we are 
trying to make decisions with respect to lines and combinations and 
things of that nature that gives the team the best chance to win. We are 
trying to balance those things.” 
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Penguins notes: College free agent Corey Andonovski signs, Valtteri 
Puustinen recalled 

 

CHRIS ADAMSKI  

Thursday, March 10, 2022 5:52 p.m. 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins continued to add to their system, signing 
college free agent forward Corey Andonovski on Thursday. 
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The leading scorer for Princeton this past season, Andonovski agreed to 
a two-year, entry-level deal that begins next season. Andonovski will, 
however, report this month to the Penguins’ American Hockey League 
affiliate in Wilkes-Barre/Scranton to play out its season on an amateur 
tryout contract. 

The 6-foot-1, 195-pound Andonovski had 10 goals and 12 assists in 31 
games during the recently completed season at Princeton. Three years 
ago, he was named the program’s most outstanding freshmen. The 22-
year-old amassed 21 goals and 29 assists in 80 career college games. 

A native of Canada, Andonovski is the latest in a string of college free 
agents the Penguins have signed as the organization deploys creativity 
to stock a prospect pool that has been depleted by several trades of draft 
picks. 

Puustinen recalled 

The Penguins on Thursday recalled forward Valtteri Puustinen from 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, where he was leading the team in scoring with 17 
goals and 34 points in 53 games. 

A seventh-round pick in 2019, Puustinen has yet to make his NHL debut. 
The 5-foot-9, 183-pound Finn could become the first member of the 
Penguins’ 2019 draft class and just the fourth player taken after the 
fourth round that year to make his NHL debut. 

Puustinen’s recall was announced several hours after the Penguins’ 
practice, indicating he likely will not play in Friday’s game against the 
Vegas Golden Knights. 
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D Mike Matheson full participant at Penguins practice, ‘day-to-day’ to 
return to games 

 

CHRIS ADAMSKI  

Thursday, March 10, 2022 5:32 p.m. 

 

For the first time since Feb. 23, Mike Matheson was a full participant at 
Pittsburgh Penguins practiceThursday. The veteran defensemen missed 
the past five games because of an upper-body injury, and coach Mike 
Sullivan termed his status “day-to-day” in regards to a return to game 
action. 

“We’ll see how he responds overnight,” Sullivan said, “and make 
decisions accordingly.” 

During Thursday’s practice at PPG Paints Arena, Matheson skated on a 
fourth pairing with P.O Joseph. That’s an indication he might not yet be 
ready to re-join the lineup for Friday’s home game against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

“Being back out with the team, it was good, obviously,” Matheson said. 
“It’s tough being away from the team and not being able to see them 
every day or skate with them. Skating on your own isn’t always the most 
fun. Being able to be back with them, being up with the pace of play, just 
the camaraderie … it’s great.” 

Mark Friedman has been filling in as a third-pair defenseman in 
Matheson’s stead. 

Matheson said his ailment had been bothering him for “a couple games” 
prior the Feb. 24 loss to the New Jersey Devils that ended up being the 
final one he played in before getting shut down for the time being. 

“I played a couple games with it and just didn’t feel right,” Matheson said, 
“so we felt like we should take a bit more serious look at.” 
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Penguins notebook: Mike Matheson returns to practice 

 

Mike DeFabo 

5-6 minutes 3/10/2022 

 

Mike Matheson’s rehab from an upper-body injury took a significant step 
in a positive direction on Thursday when the Penguins defenseman 
rejoined the full team for practice. 

Matheson participated without any contact restrictions. He skated in an 
extra pairing with prospect Pierre-Olivier Joseph. 

It’s not easy to pinpoint exactly when Matheson was injured. He played 
19-plus minutes during his last game on Feb. 24, including on the final 
shift of the game. However, the next practice the team announced he’d 
be sidelined on a week-to-week basis. 

“It was tough to say when it exactly happened,” Matheson said. “It was a 
couple of games before I went out of the lineup, so I played a couple 
games with it and just didn't feel right. So we felt like we should take 
those take a bit more serious look at.”  

The 6-2, 188-pound Matheson has tallied seven goals and 14 assists in 
50 games this season. As arguably the best skater on a team full of 
burners, he’s added an offensive dimension to the Penguins blue line. 

In Matheson’s absence, Mark Friedman has filled in, brining an agitator’s 
mentality and above-average mobility. He once again skated in the third 
pair alongside steady veteran Chad Ruhwedel. 

Boyle on the wing 

The Penguins shook up their lines on Thursday as follows: 

Guentzel – Crosby – Rust 

Heinen – Malkin – Rodrigues 

Simon – Carter – McGinn 

Boyle – Blueger – Aston-Reese/ Kapanen 

While Kasperi Kapanen could be in line to be a healthy scratch, his 
demotion has created ripple effects through the lineup. Brock McGinn 
had been skating alongside Teddy Blueger. He bumped up to skate on 
Jeff Carter’s wing. Meanwhile, Brian Boyle sat out last game as a healthy 
scratch. He took some reps on the left wing. Aston-Reese flipped to his 
off wing.  

Puustinen recalled 

At a time when the Penguins are struggling to find scoring balance and 
fill the growing void on Evgeni Malkin’s wings, prospect Valtteri Puustinen 
was recalled from Wilkes-Barre/ Scranton. 

A rising prospect, Puustinen was selected in the seventh round of the 
2019 draft, a time when most teams are taking flyers on prospects who 
might never make it to the big time. After several seasons in Finland’s top 
pro league, he made the jump to the North American game this season, 
tallying 17 goals and 34 points in 53 games. 
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Penguins director of player development Scott Young recently praised 
the 22-year-old right-shot forward as the most “ready” guy from the AHL 
affiliate to jump into scoring-line role. 

“You can tell that he's played professional hockey for a number of years 
over in Finland,” Young said. “He could fit in with our big team. He has 
the hockey IQ to play with high-end players. He's not the biggest guy [at 
5-9 and 183 pounds], but he also isn't afraid to get his nose over the 
puck. I've really liked the way he's adjusted to the North American game.” 

It remains to be seen if Puustinen will merely provide insurance in case 
of another injury or if he can earn an opportunity in the lineup. 

Princeton product signs 

The Penguins added some depth to their prospect pool on Thursday, 
signing college free agent forward Corey Andonovski to two-year, entry-
level contract. The deal doesn’t kick in until the 2022-23 season and runs 
through the 2023-24 campaign. For now, Andonovski will report to 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on an amateur tryout contract. 

The 5-11, 165-pound forward recently wrapped up his third season at 
Princeton, where he led the club in goals (10), assists (12) and points 
(22) in 31 games. In 80 career NCAA games, the 22-year-old Andonovski 
has recorded 21 goals, 29 assists and 50 points. 

Defending Eichel 

The Penguins will get their first look at Jack Eichel in a Vegas uniform on 
Saturday. 

The 25-year-old center began his career in Buffalo before a blockbuster 
offseason trade sent him to the Golden Knights. After undergoing neck 
surgery and a long rehab, he’s tallied three goals and four assists in 10 
games. 

Matheson called Eichel “one of the best players in the world,” due to his 
ability to make plays at top speed. Rodrigues, who played alongside 
Eichel at Boston University and later on the Buffalo Sabres, may know 
his game better than anyone else. 

“He's so dynamic that you kind of just try to contain him,” Rodrigues said. 
“You try to play in his face because you know when he gets a head of 
steam from his D zone, there's really no stopping him at that point.” 
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As Kasperi Kapanen braces for another demotion, who fills the void on 
Evgeni Malkin's wing? 

 

Mike DeFabo 

7-9 minutes 3/10/2022 

 

Kasperi Kapanen leaned alongside the Penguins bench on Thursday at 
PPG Paints Arena, as his turbulent season took another turn. 

Two days earlier, the volatile winger had been bumped off Evgeni 
Malkin’s wing during a loss to the Florida Panthers. That change held at 
practice on Thursday. Kapanen watched as versatile righty Evan 
Rodrigues took his spot on the second line. 

Kapanen has been demoted before. But, perhaps, something more 
significant is coming. 

Based on his usage at practice, it’s quite possible the 25-year-old Finnish 
forward could land in the press box for the first time this season as a 
healthy scratch. He rotated only briefly on the fourth line with Brian Boyle, 

Teddy Blueger and Zach Aston-Reese. However, those other three took 
the overwhelming majority of the reps, which could be telling. 

After practice, coach Mike Sullivan was asked about trying to find the 
balance between pushing the right button to get a spark without going so 
far as to deal a significant blow to a player’s confidence. 

“You're trying to help players through some of the ups and downs,” 
Sullivan said. “Sometimes players need words of encouragement. 
Sometimes, tough love is helpful.” 

While Kapanen’s struggles are disappointing for a Penguin team that 
spent a first-round pick to acquire him, they’ve also been well-
documented on numerous instances, including in a Post-Gazette story 
yesterday. 

So rather than pile on, let’s zoom out. 

The question is not, what should the Penguins do with Kapanen? Really, 
the question is, what do the Penguins do without him, as depth scoring 
has dried up and a sizable void emerges on Malkin’s wing? 

Malkin returned from offseason surgery on Jan. 11 to find one winger 
soon injured (Jason Zucker) and the other ineffective (Kapanen). As a 
result, Geno has skated between six different wingers — Danton Heinen, 
Jeff Carter, Brock McGinn, Zucker (briefly), Rodrigues and Kapanen. 

With the March 21 trade deadline looming and scoring balance missing, 
where do the Penguins go from here? 

Option 1: An internal promotion from the bottom six 

Thursday’s practice offered the first glimpse of how the Penguins will 
answer this question in the short-term. Rodrigues skated on Malkin’s 
right wing in a trio that also featured Heinen at left wing. 

Rodrigues himself has weathered ups and downs this year. Through his 
first 33 games, he netted 15 goals and dished 15 assists, becoming the 
feel-good story of the first half. But in the last 25 games, his lone goal 
was scored on a 6-on-4 situation. 

Rodrigues pointed out that he’s been cast mostly in a bottom-six role, 
where defense has been more of a priority. He’s hopeful more minutes in 
scoring situations could change that trend. 

There are some reasons for optimism here, as well. In a limited sample 
size, Rodrigues’ offensive instincts, tight-area playmaking and puck-
possession skills have looked complimentary to Malkin. 

“You can tell when he’s on,” Rodrigues said. “I think a big part of it for 
him is having the puck on his stick. To give him success, you're kind of 
an outlet for him when he wants a give-and-go or a quick puck support… 
just to give him that extra space to let him do his thing.” 

The other candidate to get a promotion from the bottom six is Carter. He 
skated on Malkin’s right wing during the third period on Tuesday, as he’s 
done on a handful of instances this year. He’s more than willing to go to 
the net, one attribute that Sullivan mentioned when asked what makes a 
complimentary winger for Malkin.  

The issue with this as the long-term fix is it would mean the Penguins 
would have to profoundly shake up the lines to find a new center. Boyle, 
Rodrigues or Radim Zohorna are all capable of centering their own line. 
However, as the Penguins penciled in their lineup this offseason, the idea 
of a one-two scoring punch of Crosby-Malkin, followed by a two-way 
Carter line and shut-down Blueger line was one of the things that 
intrigued the club most. Moving Carter to the wing sacrifices some of this 
center-ice depth. 

Option 2: Rust to the rescue, shake up top line 

Do you want to give up your strength looking for your weakness? That’s 
the question the Penguins coaching staff needs to answer if they want to 
consider moving Bryan Rust from Crosby’s wing. 
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On several instances, Rust has proved to be a fit next to Malkin. That 
included during the 2019-20 season, while Crosby was recovering from 
core muscle surgery. For Rust, it was a career year with 27 goals in 55 
games. And for Malkin, it was a bounce-back year. 

When Malkin and Rust were on the ice together, that line created 58% of 
the expected goals, according to Natural Stat Trick. Rust tallied 31 points 
(13 goals, 18 assists) in 25 games while Crosby was missing from the 
lineup, most of those alongside Malkin. 

“We've certainly had that conversation,” Sullivan said when asked about 
moving Rust onto Malkin’s wing. “That's always on the table. That's 
something that we've considered for a little while now, and we haven't at 
this point because we felt as though [Crosby’s] line has been so 
dominant.” 

One drawback of moving Rust off Crosby’s wing is it then creates a 
similar hole on the top line. Rodrigues again is an option to get bumped 
all the way up. However, he got that chance when Rust went down with 
COVID-19 in early January and was unable to capitalize enough to even 
make the Penguins consider that as a long-term solution. 

Option 3: Valtteri Puustinen time? 

Drew O’Connor has taken a sizable step forward in his second year as a 
pro. While he’s working his way back from an upper-body injury in 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton and has been deployed almost exclusively on 
checking lines, he does have a track record of scoring goals at 
Dartmouth. His 21 goals in 31 games during the 2019-20 college hockey 
season were more than all but four players. Maybe in an expanded role, 
he can flash some of that offensive upside. 

The other intriguing option in the pipeline is Valtteri Puustinen, who was 
recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Thursday afternoon. In a recent 
interview with the Post-Gazette, Penguins director of player development 
Scott Young identified the 22-year-old right-shot forward as the most 
“ready” prospect in the organization to step into a top-six role. 

Initially selected in the seventh round of the 2019 draft, a time when most 
teams are taking flyers on prospects who might never make it to the big 
time, Puustinen has made a seamless transition to North American game 
this season, with a great shot and good vision. 

“He could fit in with our big team,” Young said. “He has the hockey IQ to 
play with high-end players. He's not the biggest guy [at 5-9 and 183 
pounds], but he also isn't afraid to get his nose over the puck.” 

Option 4: A trade 

With the March 21 trade deadline approaching, the Penguins have to 
decide soon if the answer is on their roster. 

The challenge when it comes to a trade is that the Penguins are virtually 
pressed right up against the salary cap’s upper limit and have limited 
assets to make a move. Any contract they acquire will require them to 
shed equal salary. 

Kapanen would be the most-obvious cap casualty to get dumped to 
create necessary space. He’s a restricted free agent at season’s end, 
which makes his contract more palatable. But still, if he’s scratched now, 
another team might need a sweetener to take on his $3.2 million deal. 
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Analyzing potential Penguins trade targets: J.T. Miller? Brock Boeser? 
Claude Giroux? Rickard Rakell? 

 

By Josh Yohe  

Mar 10, 2022  

  

The Penguins could beat Vegas 20-0 on Friday night — or lose by the 
same score — and it wouldn’t matter to most hockey fans. 

It’s trade deadline season, after all, and that’s what people want to 
discuss. Nothing more, nothing less. 

It’s perfectly sensible, and particularly exciting, for teams in contention. 
Not only have the Penguins emerged as a team capable of a postseason 
run in the mighty Eastern Conference, they’ve also developed a very 
clear weakness. Other than four forwards and one defenseman — 
Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel, Bryan Rust, Evgeni Malkin and Kris 
Letang — the Penguins don’t have any reliable offensive contributors. 

They need a forward who can contribute regularly. This is pretty much 
non-debatable. To put things in perspective, Kasperi Kapanen has been 
removed from Malkin’s right wing in the middle of games five times since 
January. Finally, at Thursday’s practice, Mike Sullivan removed Kapanen 
from that line altogether, and he could be scratched on Friday. It’s the 
right move. 

And yet, Sullivan replaced Kapanen with Evan Rodrigues in practice. So, 
in their search for a right wing to play in the top six with Malkin, the 
Penguins have elected to go with Rodrigues, who has scored one goal in 
his past 25 games. They don’t have anyone else to put there. 

You see the problem. 

So, let’s take a look at some names on the market. We’re going to think 
big. Let’s be honest, acquiring a third- or fourth-line player doesn’t really 
do the Penguins much good. They already have a roster full of solid 
players who aren’t scoring a lot. They need a player who can score, 
preferably a right wing. Their bottom six is pretty stacked with options like 
Jeff Carter, Teddy Blueger, Brock McGinn, Zach Aston-Reese, Danton 
Heinen, Rodrigues, Drew O’Connor, Radim Zohorna and Brian Boyle. 

What they need is one more goal-scorer. When you read this headline, 
you probably assumed I was suggesting the Penguins add a small piece 
while preserving their prospects and draft picks. 

Nah. That’s just not what they need, and the prospects they have aren’t 
can’t-miss players. Not at all. 

Let’s throw some big names out there and see what sticks. I don’t 
suspect they’ll land any of the players on this list, but I do think they 
should be making offers for any or all of them. Their time to win is now. 
Deal with the future when the future comes. 

J.T. Miller 

• The details: Miller will become an unrestricted free agent in the summer 
of 2023, so a team acquiring him would have his services for two 
postseason runs. He’s produced 67 points in 56 games for the Canucks 
this season. Miller is a natural center who can also play left wing. 

• How he would fit: He’s a top-six talent, and I imagine the Penguins 
would consider playing him on Malkin’s wing. However, you could go with 
the Phil Kessel model on this one. Miller is on the verge of becoming a 
star and would be quite a matchup nightmare for opposing teams as the 
Penguins’ third-line center. They could move Carter to Miller’s right side, 
or slide Carter to Malkin’s right wing. 

• What it would take: For starters, the first-round pick GM Ron Hextall 
doesn’t want to trade. It would probably take another couple of pieces. 
Remember, Jim Rutherford likes Kapanen and John Marino. One of 
those players — or maybe both — would likely be included in a deal, 
along with a prospect. 

• Does it make sense? Sure. Miller’s a heck of a player, and the 
Penguins would be better with him. But it’s not likely, simply because 
other teams have more salary cap space, better prospects and more 
willingness to part with draft picks. But Miller is a sexy name, the 
Penguins are a sexy team and he’s a local product. Then there’s the 
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Rutherford/Patrik Allvin factor. So you’re going to hear his name. I’m 
baffled as to why the Canucks would consider dealing him. He’s 28 and 
playing the best hockey of his career. I’d be interested in keeping him 
long-term were I them. 

Brock Boeser 

• The details: Boeser will become a restricted free agent this summer. He 
has 17 goals and 34 points in 52 games this season. For his career, 
Boeser has scored 115 goals in 305 NHL games. He’s a right wing. 

• How he would fit: Mr. Boeser, meet Mr. Malkin. Boeser is straight-line 
enough to satisfy the Penguins’ coaches, who want Malkin playing with 
someone who prefers more of a north-south style. However, Boeser can 
find soft spots in defenses and showcases a terrific shot. I can’t think of 
many wingers around the league who would theoretically fit with Malkin 
more than Boeser would. Think about what the top six would look like: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rust 

Zucker-Malkin-Boeser 

Sounds pretty appealing, right? 

• What it would take: Like Miller, it would take a lot. But that’s OK. The 
idea is to win now if you’re the Penguins. Again, I imagine the first-round 
pick in 2022 would have to be in play. So, too, would a roster player. The 
Canucks are starving for solid defensemen. Rutherford loves Marcus 
Pettersson, and Pettersson has had a very good season. He’ll be a 
dependable, second-pairing defensemen for a long time, which the 
Canucks need. I suspect the Penguins would throw Kapanen into such a 
deal, too. It seems like a lot, yes, but Rutherford loves Pettersson and 
Kapanen. In Kapanen, it’s addition by subtraction for the Penguins, who 
would clear some salary room. They could replace Pettersson with Mike 
Matheson in their top four on the blue line, and Mark Friedman has been 
a perfectly capable third-pairing guy. 

• Does it make sense? Yes, more than Miller. Boeser is a sniper who 
plays on the right side, and that’s what the Penguins need. The return to 
Vancouver would be a lot. Let’s say it’s Pettersson, Kapanen and a first-
round pick. Maybe even throw in Sam Poulin, a prospect Rutherford and 
Allvin love. But that’s the cost of doing business, and I don’t think the 
Penguins are interested in Kapanen for the long-term, anyway. Boeser is 
25 and another guy I’d prefer to keep if I were the Canucks. But he’s said 
to be available and, of all the players the Penguins could acquire, he’d be 
the best fit. We’re going to see the Eastern Conference powers in bidding 
wars for players, which is going to jack up the asking price. With 
Petterssson and Kapanen off the books, the Penguins could give Boeser 
a new deal and wouldn’t hurt their chances of bringing back Malkin, Rust 
and Letang. 

Rickard Rakell 

• The details: He can play left or right wing and is scheduled to become 
an unrestricted free agent this summer. His cap hit is about $3.8 million. 
Rakell has 16 goals in 49 game this season. 

• How he would fit: He’d head straight to Malkin’s right wing, like so many 
others on this list. He’s a top-six guy who has twice scored more than 30 
goals. Rakell is only 28 and in the prime of his career. He can skate and 
he can finish, two important variables in any trade the Penguins make. 
Speed is important in Sullivan’s system, and the Penguins are looking for 
people who can finish. Rakell checks out. 

• What it would take: It presumably wouldn’t take as much as the two 
Vancouver players on this list. Miller isn’t a rental, and Boeser is still only 
a restricted free agent this summer. Rakell is a pure rental player. 
League sources have told me Anaheim is hellbent on getting a first-round 
pick for Rakell. Fair enough. I don’t think it would take much else, and it’s 
not like the Penguins would be trading away a top-10 pick. Far from it. 

• Does it make sense? I don’t think he’s as good as Boeser or Miller, but 
he’s still a legitimate top-six winger and a very talented player. I could 
see him fitting in very nicely with Malkin. It’s the same old story, though. 
Many teams will want this guy, and the Penguins are going to be holding 

a knife in a gun fight with the other Eastern Conference teams because 
of their lack of prospects. 

Claude Giroux 

• The details: Giroux, 34, is set to become an unrestricted free agent this 
summer. He’s quite capable of playing center or right wing. His cap hit 
this season is $8.275 million. He’s managed 40 points in 53 games 
during what figures to be his last season in Philadelphia. 

• How he would fit: A Flyers captain coming to Pittsburgh? It happened in 
1992, and Rick Tocchet helped the Penguins win the Stanley Cup that 
spring. Giroux would almost certainly play on Malkin’s right wing and, 
while Giroux isn’t the straight-line type that Sullivan prefers on Malkin’s 
wing, it’s hard to imagine they wouldn’t be effective together. Giroux is 
still very good. 

• What it would take: Word out of Philly is that the Flyers are seeking at 
least one NHL player in a Giroux deal. That’s actually a good thing for the 
Penguins, who aren’t interested in trading too many of their prospects 
(which is interesting because their prospects aren’t very good). Maybe 
the Flyers would be interested in a young player like Kapanen. It’s not 
like he doesn’t have talent. I’d think a prospect like Poulin and the first-
round pick would also be included, while the Flyers would have to retain 
some salary. 

• Does it make sense? Eh, not really. He’d be a fine fit on Malkin’s line, 
but the asking price for a rental — even one as good as Giroux — is 
probably more than what the Penguins are interested in spending. 
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Penguins Call Up Valtteri Puustinen, First of 2019 Class? 

 

Published 12 hours ago on March 10, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

Earlier this week, the Pittsburgh Penguins sent grinding forward Kasper 
Bjorkqvist back to the WBS Penguins. On Thursday afternoon, the team 
recalled former seventh-round pick Valtteri Puustinen from WBS. 

While Puustinen is unlikely to play, he does present more offensive pop 
than most of the Penguins prospects at the AHL level. In his first North 
American season, he leads all WBS skaters with 17 goals, 34 points (17-
17-34), and six power-play goals in 53 games. His 17 assists also rank 
second on WBS. 

The 5-foot-9, 183-pound Finn spent the 2020-21 season with HPK of 
Liiga. He notched 41 points (21-20-41) in 51 games. He led HPK with 21 
goals and tied for eighth in the league. His 41 points were second-most 
on HPK. 

Valtteri Puustinen was the Pittsburgh Penguins 2019 seventh-round 
choice (203rd overall). Despite Sam Poulin being selected in the first 
round, and Nathan Legare (third-round) in the Penguins system, 
Puustinen could be the first member of the Penguins 2019 draft class to 
play in the NHL. He would also be just the fourth player of that draft class 
who was drafted in the fourth-round or after to make his NHL debut. 
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Penguins Sign College Free Agent Andonovski After Breakout Season 

 

Published 13 hours ago on March 10, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins added their third free agent prospect this 
month. On Thursday, the Penguins signed Princeton undrafted free 
agent Corey Andonovski to a two-year entry-level contract. 

Andonovski, 22, will report to the WBS Penguins on a PTO, and his 
entry-level contract will begin next season. He recently completed a 
three-year collegiate career at Princeton University. This season, the 
forward led Princeton in goals (10), assists (12), and points (22) in 31 
games. 

He is listed as a center in some draft publications but played RW with 
Princeton. 

In his Sophomore year, the 6-foot-1, 195-pound forward ranked second 
on his team with 13 assists and 19 points. As a Freshman, he was 
recognized by the team with the Hobey Baker Award for the Most 
Outstanding Freshman in 2018-19. He led the freshmen with nine points 
(5-4-9) in 23 games. 

Andonovski played one season with the Chilliwack Chiefs of the British 
Columbia Hockey League in 2017-18. In 2017, Central Scouting ranked 
him the 184th among North American skaters. 

In 80 career NCAA games, Corey Andonovski scored 21 goals, 29 
assists, and 50 points. He has been a teammate of Penguins 2018 sixth-
round pick Liam Gorman for the past two seasons. 

Earlier this month, the Penguins also signed undrafted juniors Jordan 
Frasca (Kingston, OHL) and goalie Taylor Gauthier (Portland, WHL). 

According to our friends at PuckPedia.com, he will have an $832.500 
base, and an $92.500 signing bonus. He will make $80,000 in minors 
and carry a 925K cap hit. 
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Penguins Notebook: Kapanen On 4th Line; Matheson Full Go 

 

Published 18 hours ago on March 10, 2022 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

Winger Kasperi Kapanen, who has struggled to score and just plain 
struggled this season, dropped to the fourth line Thursday during 
Pittsburgh Penguins practice at PPG Paints Arena. At that, Kapanen was 
rotating with Zach Aston-Reese on the fourth line, along with center 
Teddy Blueger and Brian Boyle at wing. 

Kapenen also was not on either power-play unit at practice. 

That is a significant drop for Kapanen, whose “normal” spot is alongside 
Evgeni Malkin on the second line but who has been dropped down the 
lineup during games at times. Could he be a  healthy scratch Friday 
when the Vegas Golden Knights visit the Penguins? Boyle was the odd 
man out last game when Blueger returned from a broken jaw. 

Coach Mike Sullivan didn’t offer any concrete answers but alluded to 
different players needing different things when their game is off. 

“You try to help players through some of the ups and downs,” Sullivan 
said. “Sometimes players need words of encouragement. Sometimes 
tough love is helpful to a player. … We’re trying to do our very best to 
help these guys and give them what we think they need at a particular 
time. 

“At the same (time), performance matters in all these instances. … My 
approach to our players, and ‘Kappy’ is no different, is that we’re always 
trying to be forthright with them. Just trying to give them honest 
feedback.” 

Sullivan made it clear that there is no animosity toward Kapanen. 

“I think the world of ‘Kappy,'” Sullivan said. “I think the world of all of our 
players. … The decisions we’re trying to make as a coaching staff isn’t 
about whether we like somebody or we don’t like somebody, or mad at 
somebody. That, for me, doesn’t even enter into the equation.” 

Kapanen has nine goals, 26 points in 57 games this season but has 
underperformed, with no goals since Jan 23, a drought of 17 games. He 
has two assists during that stretch. 

Matheson Full Participant 

Meanwhile, injured defenseman Mike Matheson practiced in a regular 
(contact allowed) jersey. Sullivan said Matheson practiced in a full 
capacity and now is day to day. He participated in an optional morning 
skate Tuesday in a non-contact jersey. 

Matheson, who said he was dealing with something for a few games 
before it forced him out of the lineup, skated on a “fifth pairing” with P.O. 
Joseph Thursday, so it doesn’t seem his return is imminent, but he 
appears close. Mark Friedman has been filling in for Matheson on the 
third pairing with Chad Ruhwedel. 

Matheson had a couple of thoughts on Kapanen’s struggles: 

There were no unexpected absences at practice Thursday. Injured 
winger Jason Zucker (core muscle surgery) again worked out on the ice 
before practice. 

Princeton Prospect Signing? 

The Penguins reportedly have landed another prospect, Princeton 
University forward Corey Andonovski. 
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Penguins, Canucks Trade Rumors; What Makes Sense, What Does Not 

 

Published 20 hours ago on March 10, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The target may be shifting. The Vancouver Canucks want players in their 
mid-20s to revitalize their inconsistent lineup. The talent on paper has not 
translated to a successful on-ice product, and a few changes are in 
order. The Pittsburgh Penguins are the great enigma of the 2022 NHL 
trade deadline as GM Ron Hextall is both building for the future and the 
now. 

Kasperi Kapanen for Brock Boeser was enough to send fans to 
keyboards across the league, but there are a few details that don’t fit. 
Primarily, Boeser makes twice as much money and is due a $7.5 million 
qualifying offer in July to retain his rights. 
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On Tuesday, Pittsburgh Hockey Now reported or officially downplayed 
those NHL trade rumors. There have not been serious talks between the 
two teams for Boeser. 

The Penguins-Canucks matchmaking is natural. Hextall’s first trade as 
Penguins GM was Jeff Carter. Bill Guerin’s first big trade as Minnesota 
Wild GM was with the Penguins (Jason Zucker). And, with some irony, 
Jason Boterill’s last trade as the Buffalo Sabres GM was with the 
Penguins (Conor Sheary). 

It happens often. 

And Canucks President of Hockey Operations Jim Rutherford certainly 
chased a few of the current Penguins on the NHL trade market during his 
time as the Penguins GM. New Canucks GM Patrik Allvin certainly 
helped build the current Penguins roster both as head scout and 
assistant GM. 

So, it’s fair to make a prominent mention of Canucks AGM Derek 
Clancey, former Pittsburgh Penguins director of player personnel, visiting 
the Penguins-Florida Panthers game on Tuesday. 

But the names being tossed around in the second wave of breathless 
trade chatter also don’t make sense unless Hextall has a Craig Patrick-
like four-card punt in the works. 

In my view, some players make far more sense as an off-season 
transaction, if at all, but don’t make sense for the 2022 NHL trade 
deadline. 

Who Makes Sense, Who Does Not? 

John Marino. 

The Penguins 24-year-old wunderkind defenseman was acquired for 
merely a sixth-round pick after finishing his collegiate career at Harvard 
but rejecting his drafting team, the Edmonton Oilers. Marino had a 
brilliant rookie season, a sophomore setback, and has settled in as a 
dependable second-pair defenseman. 

Rutherford and Allvin have every reason to covet the right-handed 
Marino. He’s young, he’s 6-foot-3, and it was Rutherford who 
immediately splashed the cash on Marino after his rookie season. 

However, here’s the stone-wall impediment: the Pittsburgh Penguins 
don’t have a replacement unless they plan to put Mark Friedman or Chad 
Ruhwedel in the top-four for a Stanley Cup playoff run. 

We like Friedman’s and Ruhwedel’s contributions, but permanent top-
four minutes and duties might be a big stretch. 

The Penguins could also lose their top right-side defenseman Kris Letang 
to free agency after the season. Trading Marino now would create 
cascading lineup issues unless Hextall immediately swings a second 
significant trade to find a replacement. 

Right-side defensemen are worth gold. If it’s Marino the Canucks want, 
there’s plenty of time later, but a replacement will not be cheap, either on 
the NHL trade market or free agency. Hextall could snag a first-rounder 
and more for Marino, but not while the playoffs loom. 

Verdict: Doesn’t make sense at the deadline. 

Evan Rodrigues 

Have you asked yourself–Clancey, Allivn, Rutherford, shouldn’t they 
already know the Pittsburgh Penguins players pretty well? So why are 
they scouting the Penguins and causing a stir? 

One player they didn’t get to see in a full-time role was Rodrigues. 

Rodrigues is a Swiss Army knife able to play center, wing, top-six, 
bottom-six, and has a wicked wrist shot. Rodrigues showcased his 
abilities from the mid-wall on the Penguins’ top power play earlier this 
season. 

He’s cheap ($1 million), has a high upside, and things aren’t going well in 
the second half of the season. Rodrigues has only five points (1-4-5) in 
the 23 games since Evgeni Malkin was activated. However, his season 
stats look respectable, with 35 points in 58 games (16-19-35). 

Rodrigues. 28, will be a UFA after the season. 

Verdict: Makes sense. Rodrigues has real value both on the market and 
on the ice. BUT, Rodrigues’ small salary means a trade would likely 
include others to balance the salary cap ledger. 

Marcus Pettersson 

The Penguins do not have a surplus at many positions and certainly not 
a surplus of prospects. However, the one spot where those positions do 
create extra is LHD. The Penguins have five players capable of filling an 
NHL spot on the left-side, including Friedman and top prospect P.O. 
Joseph. 

Pettersson, 25, is a smooth operator with a good first pass, long reach, 
and dependable game. He does lack quickness but makes up for it with 
defensive acumen. 

He became a prized acquisition when Rutherford traded a player he very 
much believed in, Daniel Sprong, and Pettersson immediately flourished 
in the Penguins system. 

Both Pettersson and Mike Matheson are top-four capable. Pettersson’s 
AAV ($4.025 million) makes him a potential “salary balance” should 
Hextall try to acquire a middle-six winger with a more reliable scoring 
touch. 

Verdict: Makes sense. 

Kasperi Kapanen 

What to do with the lost soul of the Penguins lineup? After a couple of 
good games, Kapanen was again adrift on Tuesday night against the 
Florida Panthers. Kapanen will be an RFA with arbitration rights and an 
expiring $3.2 million salary. 

PHN did not intend to do a negative piece on Kapanen, but our Kasperi 
Kapanen shift-by-shift diary became a viral read because it laid bare 
Kapanen’s lack of impact. 

So much talent. So tantalizing. Speed. Hard shot. Physical. Yet, so little 
production this season and at other times in his career. Rutherford 
chased Kapanen for over a year on the NHL trade block. He outbid the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who were thought to be the front runner, by giving 
up a mid-first-round pick. 

This season, Kapanen has 26 points (9-17-26) in 57 games but only 
eight points, including one goal, since Malkin returned on Jan. 11. He has 
two points (0-2-2) in his last 17 games. 

Verdict: Makes sense, but the price is a crapshoot. 

Vancouver has a few pieces which make sense for the Penguins, too. 
Perhaps second-line RW Conor Garland, who is in the first year of a five-
year, $24.75 million deal. 

Garland, 25, has 31 points (14-17-31) in 52 games. He’s a bit undersized 
at 5-foot-10, 165 pounds but has produced at the NHL level for three 
seasons running. 

Bo Horvat’s name has not popped up this season, but he was formerly a 
mainstay in NHL trade rumors. The 2013 ninth overall pick is a heavy 
center (6-foot, 215 pounds) who can score. Horvat has 33 points (17-16-
33) in 52 games and has one more year at $5.5 million remaining. The 
Penguins could sure a player like that, who is under 35. 

If Hextall wants to add some heavy jam to the sandwich, Alex Chiasson 
knows how to bang around and even drop the mitts when necessary. His 
11 points (6-5-11) place him above the Penguins’ fourth-line wingers, 
Dominik Simon and Zach Aston-Reese. 
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Or maybe, just maybe, Boeser does make sense. His negatives are 
significant hurdles, but the Penguins need a jolt of offense and someone 
to finish from Evgeni Malkin’s right side. 
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Chychrun scores twice as Coyotes blow lead but still beat Maple Leafs 5-
4 in overtime 

 

Josh Clipperton 

6-8 minutes 3/10/2022 

 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas was adamant last week 
goaltending isn’t a concern. 

With his No. 1 option out injured, and on the heels of another shaky 
performance from Toronto’s understudy, it might start to be as the clock 
ticks down towards the NHL trade deadline. 

In the meantime, the Leafs’ potential short-term solution possesses just 
over 30 minutes of top-level experience with a showcase outdoor game 
right around the corner. 

Jakob Chychrun scored his second goal of the night at 2:17 of overtime 
Thursday as the Arizona Coyotes downed Toronto 5-4 despite blowing a 
4-1 lead in the third period. 

Leafs starter Petr Mrazek had a performance to forget, allowing four 
goals on 12 shots before getting the hook. 

Recalled on an emergency basis with No. 1 goalie Jack Campbell 
nursing a rib ailment for at least the next two weeks, rookie Erik Kallgren 
made seven saves in relief. 

“That stuff takes the wind out of the sails,” Leafs head coach Sheldon 
Keefe said of Toronto being down 2-0 just over four minutes in thanks to 
two Mrazek howlers. “But our guys are pros ... credit to them and the 
effort they put forth in the third period. 

“Didn’t lay down, kept pushing, had plenty of opportunities to win the 
hockey game.” 

Alex Galchenyuk, with a goal and an assist, Travis Boyd and Christian 
Fischer also scored for Arizona (18-35-4). Scott Wedgewood made 34 
saves for the red-hot Coyotes, who won their fourth straight. 

Auston Matthews added to his NHL-leading total with the star centre’s 
44th goal for Toronto (37-16-5). Alexander Kerfoot, with a goal and two 
assists, Pierre Engvall and William Nylander provided the rest of the 
offence. Nylander also added an assist for a two-point night. 

Kallgren said he did his best not to think too much when Keefe motioned 
for him to get into the fray with Toronto down 4-1 in the second. 

“A big moment for me,” said the Swede. “I was just trying to have fun.” 

And Keefe sounded a lot like a coach willing to give Kallgren his first NHL 
start when the Leafs play the Buffalo Sabres at Hamilton’s Tim Hortons 
Field in Sunday’s Heritage Classic. 

“He was great,” he said. “Calm, cool, collected, big saves. 

“He looked pretty confident for a guy starting in those circumstances.” 

Kallgren, meanwhile, wouldn’t bite when asked if the crease is there for 
the taking on a team that’s now allowed four goals or more in nine of its 
last 11 outings. 

“I’m not going to overthink this,” he said. “I’m just going to go out there 
and be me.” 

Chychrun scored the winner off a Matias Maccelli pass after it looked like 
Matthews was interfered with on the backcheck. And Toronto’s best 
player let the officials know it as the Coyotes celebrated. 

“I felt what I felt,” Matthews said. “Nothing I can change.” 

Kallgren robbed Shayne Gostisbehere earlier in overtime before 
Wedgewood did the same at the other end on Nylander. 

The Leafs have designs on winning the Atlantic Division to avoid a first-
round playoff matchup against either the Florida Panthers or Tampa Bay 
Lightning, but once again dropped points versus a team way down in the 
standings after also losing to the Montreal Canadiens and Buffalo in 
recent weeks. 

“Sometimes maybe we don’t show enough respect or we’re just not 
ready to play,” Matthews said. “We dig ourselves in a hole that 
sometimes we can climb out of, sometimes we can’t.” 

Down 4-1 through 40 minutes, Kerfoot scored his 10th at 3:38 of the third 
to get Toronto within two. Matthews then moved in alone and tucked 
home his 44th at 8:07 on a sequence that was allowed to continue before 
the buzzer at Scotiabank Arena sounded to halt play. 

Nylander tied it just 10 seconds later when he slid his 23rd through 
Wedgewood to send the crowd into another frenzy as Toronto scored 
three times in a span of 4:39. 

“Battled back, got a point, but just not good enough from the start,” 
Matthews said. “We didn’t get playing until the third period.” 

Coyotes winger Phil Kessel, who suited up for six seasons with the 
Leafs, was in the lineup after arriving in Toronto earlier in the day 
following the birth of his first child. 

The 34-year-old played one shift in Tuesday’s 9-2 thrashing of the Detroit 
Red Wings to keep his ironman streak intact – it now stands at 957 
straight contests – before jumping on a charter flight back to Arizona. 

“Pretty crazy,” Kessel said. “Thought she was gonna have a kid before I 
got there.” 

Poised for a run of games with Campbell sidelined, Mrazek spilled Riley 
Nash’s long-range shot off his blocker for Galchenyuk, who played for 
Toronto last season, to bang home for his fifth at 2:09 of the opening 
period. 

“Didn’t help the team,” Mrazek said. “That’s an easy first save. 

“Should go in the corner and the game would be different.” 

Mrazek’s night got worse 2:12 later when Chychrun’s fanned shot on an 
odd-man rush somehow dribbled over the goal-line past the out-of-
position, stick-less netminder. 

An even 40 points back of the Leafs heading into play, the Coyotes had 
scored a combined 17 times in their two previous games, but still ranked 
30th in goals. 

The visitors made it 3-0 just 68 seconds into the second when Boyd – 
another ex-Leaf – banked a shot in off Toronto defenceman Timothy 
Liljegren. 

Nick Schmaltz picked up an assist on the play for his 12th point in the 
last three games for the Coyotes, who also beat Toronto 2-1 on Jan. 12 
and swept the season series. 

Engvall got the Leafs on the board at 4:55 when he banged home his 
10th, but Fischer ripped his fifth past Mrazek’s ear at 11:57 to make it 4-
1. 

That prompted Keefe to go to Kallgren, a 2015 seventh-round pick of the 
Coyotes. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2022 

 

“I wanted to do it after two [goals],” Keefe said of the switch. “I thought it’s 
a tough position to put Kallgren in. When you give up the first two like 
that, you can’t give up three and four. 

“At that point, I think it was obvious we needed to change.” 

The 25-year-old was met with warm applause from a crowd of 17,351 
simply looking for a save, and he got a nice cheer on his first NHL stop 
moments later to help set the stage for a wild third and OT. 

“Love the fight in our team,” Keefe said. “Love the performance by Erik 
Kallgren. 

“We’re just going to have to push by this one.” 

And then decide on Sunday’s starting goalie. 
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Maple Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell out at least two weeks with rib 
injury 

 

Staff Report 

TORONTO 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs will be without No. 1 goaltender Jack Campbell 
for at least the next two weeks because of a rib injury. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters following Thursday’s morning 
skate the 30-year-old “tweaked something” a while ago and then 
aggravated the issue during a 26-save performance in Tuesday’s 6-4 
victory over the Seattle Kraken. 

“I knew that he was uncomfortable after the game, and (Wednesday) 
wasn’t feeling a lot better,” Keefe said prior to the Leafs’ game against 
the Arizona Coyotes. “They sent him for some tests and ultimately found 
out he needs some time.” 

Campbell had an excellent start to the season to earn his first all-star 
nod, but owns an .865 save percentage since Jan. 15. 

“Hopefully it’s nothing too long or too serious,” Leafs centre Auston 
Matthews said of the netminder’s ailment. “He’s one of the hardest 
working guys that I’ve been around. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that he’ll work himself back up when he’s 
healthy.” 

Toronto’s crease in the short-term now belongs to Petr Mrazek, who 
signed a three-year contract in free agency in July, but had a tough start 
to his tenure with the Leafs after twice being felled by a groin injury in the 
fall. 

He owns a 10-5-0 record this season with an .890 save percentage. 

“Petr’s been great,” Matthews said. “He comes to the rink every day with 
a smile, has fun out there. 

“A really good addition to our team on the ice and off the ice.” 

The Leafs have recalled Erik Kallgren from the AHL’s Toronto Marlies on 
an emergency basis. 

The 25-year-old from Stockholm has a 15-8-1 record with a .904 save 
percentage in his first campaign with the Marlies. 

Kallgren was expected to serve as Mrazek’s backup Thursday against 
Arizona. 

“They really like his demeanour and his work ethic,” Keefe said of the 
Swede’s AHL work. “This will certainly will be an opportunity for Petr to 
run with it here. 

“And a good chance for us to get to know Kallgren better.” 
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Kyle Dubas, the Leafs appear to have a goaltending problem 

 

Mark ZwolinskiSports Reporter 

Thu., March 10, 2022 

 

The Maple Leafs officially have a goaltending problem. 

That become obvious with about eight minutes to play in the second 
period of Thursday’s 5-4 loss in overtime to Arizona, when Petr Mrázek 
was pulled from the game after allowing four goals on 12 shots, replaced 
by call-up Erik Källgren. 

And Källgren kept the Leafs in the game as Auston Matthews and 
company erased a 4-1 deficit in the final period to force overtime. 
Matthews, with his league-leading 44th goal, Alex Kerfoot, who had one 
of his best games of the year, and William Nylander scored in a 
comeback that had the 17,351 in attendance on their feet. 

Jacob Chychrun, with his second goal of the game, scored the overtime 
winner. Matthews complained to the officials after he was held up while 
trying to get back on the play. 

“I felt what I felt,” Matthews said. “Nothing I can help so, I guess, no 
comment.” 

The goaltending, however, remains squarely in the spotlight, even with 
the Leafs lighting up the scoreboard regularly. Jack Campbell is out at 
least two weeks, Mrázek has allowed 13 goals in three games this 
month, and Källgren has played part of one game with the Leafs. 

So who starts the next game? Källgren made several big stops in third 
period, and another in overtime, but it might be tough for head coach 
Sheldon Keefe not go back with Mrázek for Sunday’s showcase event. 
the Heritage Classic in Hamilton against Buffalo. 

“Lets give (Källgren) time to enjoy his night,” said Keefe, who praised 
Källgren for being “cool, calm, and collected.” 

“I don’t even know if his family had a chance to see him play, so let him 
communicate with his (family in Sweden) and enjoy his experience. But 
the time he was in the net, he made our team feel comfortable. The fans 
loved him and I appreciated the way they supported him. It was a great 
performance, and we need to find stability here (with goaltending).” 

Both Mrázek and Campbell have been below acceptable levels since the 
turn of the year. The two have managed a sub-.900 save percentage in 
2022, leaving a fan base to fret over the team’s abilities to keep the puck 
out of its own net. 

Matthews and linemates Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting have helped 
mask the deteriorating goalie situation by combining for 48 points in the 
last nine games. But the Leafs couldn’t do enough Thursday, despite 
outshooting Arizona 38-23 overall, and 25-11 after Mrázek was pulled. 
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Twitter lit up as the goals went past Mrazek, calling for a trade for help in 
goal. Leafs GM Kyle Dubas was also trending on Twitter Thursday night. 
The NHL trade deadline arrives March 21. 

Rough starts While Mrázek struggled in goal — he and Campbell have 
had trouble with rebounds and tracking pucks — the Leafs continued to 
struggle with their defence and with being ready to start periods. 

Arizona’s Alex Galchenyuk opened the scoring at 2:09 of the first period 
while Jacob Chychrun made it 2-0 just 2:12 later. And Travis Boyd made 
it 3-0 just 68 seconds into the second. 

“It happens,” Mrázek said of the second Coyotes goal, which went in off 
his blocker. “My momentum was going the other way ... It wasn’t the way 
I wanted it to go.” 

And the four goals in total? “I wasn’t sharp enough,” Mrázek said. “But 
the past is the past now. Let’s look forward to the next game coming up.” 

Baptism by fire Källgren’s first NHL save came on wrister from former 
Leafs star Phil Kessel, and he stopped all nine shots he faced in 
regulation against the franchise that drafted him in the seventh round in 
2015. 

“I kept my head down and tried to embrace the moment,” Källgren said. 
“For me to paly my first minutes in the NHL, it was fun.” 

He’s not looking too far ahead. “I am not trying to overthink this, or what 
might happen (Sunday in Hamilton). I will bring my best every day.” 

Second line split Keefe split up linemates John Tavares and William 
Nylander, in large part because the pair have been outscored 20-10 over 
the past 20 games. 

“For me, we’ve had two lines who’ve been thriving, Matthews and (David) 
Kampf, for a good stretch of time,” Keefe said. “And two other lines, 
John’s and (Jason) Spezza-(Wayne) Simmonds that have not been 
good. We need to be a team of four lines going well. This is an attempt to 
do that, spreading things out more. Nylander-Kerfoot were doing really 
well as a pair in the playoffs last year. Kerfoot’s on a 50-point pace with 
no power-play time.” 

Keefe said Tavares and Nylander “have not played to their individual 
standard,” adding he wants to see Nylander more engaged “on both 
sides of the puck.” 

Spezza sits Spezza was a healthy scratch for a second consecutive 
game. Keefe said he has spoken to the veteran forward about the 
situation and is sitting the veteran so he can get a look at some line 
combinations. Spezza, though, also needs to produce more; he has one 
goal over his last 14 games. 

“I fully expect him back after today (for Sunday‘s outdoor game against 
Buffalo in Hamilton),” Keefe said. 
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Maple Leafs fall 5-4 in OT to Coyotes; Mrazek pulled in favour of rookie 
Kallgren 

 

By Joshua Clipperton The Canadian Press 

Thu., March 10, 2022 

 

TORONTO - Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas was adamant 
last week goaltending isn’t a concern. 

With his No. 1 option out injured, and on the heels of another shaky 
performance from Toronto’s understudy, it might start to be as the clock 
ticks down towards the NHL trade deadline. 

In the meantime, the Leafs’ potential short-term solution possesses just 
over 30 minutes of top-level experience with a showcase outdoor game 
right around the corner. 

Jakob Chychrun scored his second goal of the night at 2:17 of overtime 
Thursday as the Arizona Coyotes downed Toronto 5-4 despite blowing a 
4-1 lead in the third period. 

Leafs starter Petr Mrazek had a performance to forget, allowing four 
goals on 12 shots before getting the hook. 

Recalled on an emergency basis with No. 1 goalie Jack Campbell 
nursing a rib ailment for at least the next two weeks, rookie Erik Kallgren 
made seven saves in relief. 

“That stuff takes the wind out of the sails,” Leafs head coach Sheldon 
Keefe said of Toronto being down 2-0 just over four minutes in thanks to 
two Mrazek howlers. “But our guys are pros ... credit to them and the 
effort they put forth in the third period. 

“Didn’t lay down, kept pushing, had plenty of opportunities to win the 
hockey game.” 

Alex Galchenyuk, with a goal and an assist, Travis Boyd and Christian 
Fischer also scored for Arizona (18-35-4). Scott Wedgewood made 34 
saves for the red-hot Coyotes, who won their fourth straight. 

Auston Matthews added to his NHL-leading total with the star centre’s 
44th goal for Toronto (37-16-5). Alexander Kerfoot, with a goal and two 
assists, Pierre Engvall and William Nylander provided the rest of the 
offence. Nylander also added an assist for a two-point night. 

Kallgren said he did his best not to think too much when Keefe motioned 
for him to get into the fray with Toronto down 4-1 in the second. 

“A big moment for me,” said the Swede. “I was just trying to have fun.” 

And Keefe sounded a lot like a coach willing to give Kallgren his first NHL 
start when the Leafs play the Buffalo Sabres at Hamilton’s Tim Hortons 
Field in Sunday’s Heritage Classic. 

“He was great,” he said. “Calm, cool, collected, big saves. 

“He looked pretty confident for a guy starting in those circumstances.” 

Kallgren, meanwhile, wouldn’t bite when asked if the crease is there for 
the taking on a team that’s now allowed four goals or more in nine of its 
last 11 outings. 

“I’m not going to overthink this,” he said. “I’m just going to go out there 
and be me.” 

Chychrun scored the winner off a Matias Maccelli pass after it looked like 
Matthews was interfered with on the backcheck. And Toronto’s best 
player let the officials know it as the Coyotes celebrated. 

“I felt what I felt,” Matthews said. “Nothing I can change.” 

Kallgren robbed Shayne Gostisbehere earlier in overtime before 
Wedgewood did the same at the other end on Nylander. 

The Leafs have designs on winning the Atlantic Division to avoid a first-
round playoff matchup against either the Florida Panthers or Tampa Bay 
Lightning, but once again dropped points versus a team way down in the 
standings after also losing to the Montreal Canadiens and Buffalo in 
recent weeks. 

“Sometimes maybe we don’t show enough respect or we’re just not 
ready to play,” Matthews said. “We dig ourselves in a hole that 
sometimes we can climb out of, sometimes we can’t.” 

Down 4-1 through 40 minutes, Kerfoot scored his 10th at 3:38 of the third 
to get Toronto within two. Matthews then moved in alone and tucked 
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home his 44th at 8:07 on a sequence that was allowed to continue before 
the buzzer at Scotiabank Arena sounded to halt play. 

Nylander tied it just 10 seconds later when he slid his 23rd through 
Wedgewood to send the crowd into another frenzy as Toronto scored 
three times in a span of 4:39. 

“Battled back, got a point, but just not good enough from the start,” 
Matthews said. “We didn’t get playing until the third period.” 

Coyotes winger Phil Kessel, who suited up for six seasons with the 
Leafs, was in the lineup after arriving in Toronto earlier in the day 
following the birth of his first child. 

The 34-year-old played one shift in Tuesday’s 9-2 thrashing of the Detroit 
Red Wings to keep his ironman streak intact – it now stands at 957 
straight contests – before jumping on a charter flight back to Arizona. 

“Pretty crazy,” Kessel said. “Thought she was gonna have a kid before I 
got there.” 

Poised for a run of games with Campbell sidelined, Mrazek spilled Riley 
Nash’s long-range shot off his blocker for Galchenyuk, who played for 
Toronto last season, to bang home for his fifth at 2:09 of the opening 
period. 

“Didn’t help the team,” Mrazek said. “That’s an easy first save. 

“Should go in the corner and the game would be different.” 

Mrazek’s night got worse 2:12 later when Chychrun’s fanned shot on an 
odd-man rush somehow dribbled over the goal line past the out-of-
position, stick-less netminder. 

An even 40 points back of the Leafs heading into play, the Coyotes had 
scored a combined 17 times in their two previous games, but still ranked 
30th in goals. 

The visitors made it 3-0 just 68 seconds into the second when Boyd – 
another ex-Leaf – banked a shot in off Toronto defenceman Timothy 
Liljegren. 

Nick Schmaltz picked up an assist on the play for his 12th point in the 
last three games for the Coyotes, who also beat Toronto 2-1 on Jan. 12 
and swept the season series. 

Engvall got the Leafs on the board at 4:55 when he banged home his 
10th, but Fischer ripped his fifth past Mrazek’s ear at 11:57 to make it 4-
1. 

That prompted Keefe to go to Kallgren, a 2015 seventh-round pick of the 
Coyotes. 

“I wanted to do it after two (goals),” Keefe said of the switch. “I thought 
it’s a tough position to put Kallgren in. When you give up the first two like 
that, you can’t give up three and four. 

“At that point, I think it was obvious we needed to change.” 

The 25-year-old was met with warm applause from a crowd of 17,351 
simply looking for a save, and he got a nice cheer on his first NHL stop 
moments later to help set the stage for a wild third and OT. 

“Love the fight in our team,” Keefe said. “Love the performance by Erik 
Kallgren. 

“We’re just going to have to push by this one.” 

And then decide on Sunday’s starting goalie. 
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Phil Kessel keeps his iron-man streak alive, even while going home to 
see his first child 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Thu., March 10, 2022 

 

The former Leafs forward played one shift in Detroit this week before 
flying home to be with his wife. 

It speaks to the reputation Phil Kessel has among his teammates — and 
-his ex-teammates — to see how much they were rooting for him to keep 
his iron-man streak alive while attending the birth of his first child, 
daughter Kapri. 

His Arizona Coyotes teammates were totally fine with him playing the first 
shift of a game in Detroit on Tuesday and return to Phoenix. It left them 
short-handed for all but 30 seconds but they wanted him to play — and to 
get home to be with his wife as quickly as possible. 

“What he's done with the iron-man streak, it's really impressive,” Arizona 
defenceman Jakob Chychrun said. “Especially how healthy he's been 
able to stay and how he's been able to produce for as long as he has. 

“It's special and I'm happy for him, and the team and everyone is on 
board with him going out for that one shift. I think that's a pretty cool 
gesture.” 

The Coyotes arranged a charter for Kessel from Detroit to Phoenix, then 
back to Toronto to catch up with the team. He set up the Coyote’s 
second goal against the Leafs on Thursday. 

“Definitely a lot of smiles,” Coyotes winger Alex Galchenyuk said. “A 
really exciting moment for him to go out there (Tuesday), have a shift, 
keep the streak going, and at the same time get home for one of the 
biggest moments in his life getting, having a kid.” 

Largely misunderstood in Toronto for his reticence to speak to the media 
and the awkward body language that accompanied his interviews, Kessel 
has gone on to great things, including two Stanley Cup championships, 
12 seasons of 20 or more goals, and a consecutive-games streak that 
reached 957 against the Leafs. 

That's third in league history, seven behind Garry Unger. Getting to No. 1 
will be problematic since Flyers defenceman Keith Yandle, at 979, is still 
active and matching Kessel game for game this season. 

“He's competitive. Super competitive,” Leafs centre Auston Matthews 
said of Kessel. “And a lot of fun to be around. You never really know 
what's going to come out of his mouth, but usually it's pretty funny.” 

Leaf defenceman Morgan Rielly was the only player on the current Leaf 
roster to have played in Toronto with Kessel. 

“He's obviously a great player, (he’s had) a great career, and he was 
great to me,” said Rielly. “Over time, you start to really appreciate those 
things. You admire the guys who can play a lot of games and be healthy. 
As a player, you want to be available to your team, you want to be 
healthy, you want to play every night.” 
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Maple Leafs goalie Jack Campbell out at least two weeks with a rib injury 

 

Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 
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Just as Jack Campbell was expressing hope that his game was rounding 
into form again, he finds himself on the sidelines. 

The Maple Leafs goaltender was placed on injured reserve and will miss 
at least two weeks with a lingering rib injury that that got worse Tuesday. 

“He tweaked something a little while ago, like week or so ago, and he 
aggravated it the other night,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “We 
knew he was uncomfortable after the game and he wasn’t feeling any 
better (Wednesday) and we sent him for some tests. 

“We found out (Thursday) morning he was going to need some time.” 

The Leafs called up goalie Erik Källgren from the AHL Marlies to back up 
Petr Mrázek. 

The Campbell injury comes a little more than a week before the March 21 
trade deadline, and Leafs GM Kyle Dubas might have one key move to 
make given the team’s salary-cap situation. Defenceman Jake Muzzin 
skated again Thursday and is expected to return to the lineup, leaving 
Dubas space to add one player at a low salary. 

He has spoken about that being a defenceman but, if Campbell’s injury 
lingers or Mrázek falters, or both, Dubas may have to change gears and 
add another goaltender. They recently picked up Carter Hutton but let 
him stay with Arizona’s top farm team. 

Campbell, the team’s No. 1 goalie, has a 24-9-4 record and was named 
to the all-star game after a strong first half. But he has struggled in the 
last couple of months. His save percentage since Jan. 1 is .882, 56th 
among the 62 goalies who have played at least five games. 

He said he felt he was finding his stride again after he finished Tuesday’s 
game, a 6-4 win in which he made 26 saves. His teammates felt he 
played with the same swagger he had at the start of the season. 

“I expect a certain standard out of myself, but that never changes,” 
Campbell said that night. “There’s definitely details I’m still working on 
and I will continue to work on my whole career.” 

Now he is sidelined and the team has to move on without him. 

“Everybody feels for him,” Leafs centre Auston Matthews said. “You 
never want to see anyone go down with an injury. I hope it’s nothing too 
long, or too serious. He’s one of the hardest-working guys I’ve been 
around, so I have no doubt he’ll work himself back.” 

Källgren, 25, was signed as a free agent after two seasons in Sweden. 
He had been a seventh-round pick in 2015 of the Arizona Coyotes and 
played briefly with Leafs rookie Michael Bunting on the Tuscon 
Roadrunners. 

Källgren is 15-8-1 with the Marlies, with a .904 save percentage, sharing 
the net mostly with Joseph Woll, who had a successful turn with the 
Leafs earlier in the season when Mrázek was sidelined. 

“They really like (Källgren) down with the Marlies and say that he’s done 
a good job for them,” Keefe said. “They like his work ethic, his 
demeanour. This will be a good opportunity for Mrázek to run with it, and 
a good chance for us to get to know Källgren.” 
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Maple Leafs No. 1 goaltender Jack Campbell out at least two weeks with 
rib injury 

 

By The Canadian Press 

Thu., March 10, 2022 

 

TORONTO - The Toronto Maple Leafs will be without No. 1 goaltender 
Jack Campbell for at least the next two weeks because of a rib injury. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters following Thursday’s morning 
skate the 30-year-old “tweaked something” a while ago and then 
aggravated the issue during a 26-save performance in Tuesday’s 6-4 
victory over the Seattle Kraken. 

“I knew that he was uncomfortable after the game, and (Wednesday) 
wasn’t feeling a lot better,” Keefe said prior to the Leafs’ game against 
the Arizona Coyotes. “They sent him for some tests and ultimately found 
out he needs some time.” 

Campbell had an excellent start to the season to earn his first all-star 
nod, but owns an .865 save percentage since Jan. 15. 

“Hopefully it’s nothing too long or too serious,” Leafs centre Auston 
Matthews said of the netminder’s ailment. “He’s one of the hardest 
working guys that I’ve been around. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that he’ll work himself back up when he’s 
healthy.” 

Toronto’s crease in the short-term now belongs to Petr Mrazek, who 
signed a three-year contract in free agency in July, but had a tough start 
to his tenure with the Leafs after twice being felled by a groin injury in the 
fall. 

He owns a 10-5-0 record this season with an .890 save percentage. 

“Petr’s been great,” Matthews said. “He comes to the rink every day with 
a smile, has fun out there. 

“A really good addition to our team on the ice and off the ice.” 

The Leafs have recalled Erik Kallgren from the AHL’s Toronto Marlies on 
an emergency basis. 

The 25-year-old from Stockholm has a 15-8-1 record with a .904 save 
percentage in his first campaign with the Marlies. 

Kallgren was expected to serve as Mrazek’s backup Thursday against 
Arizona. 

“They really like his demeanour and his work ethic,” Keefe said of the 
Swede’s AHL work. “This will certainly will be an opportunity for Petr to 
run with it here. 

“And a good chance for us to get to know Kallgren better.” 
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Maple Leafs, Erik Kallgren salvage a point from early goalie gaffes 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Mar 10, 2022   

 

On First Responders Night at Scotiabank Arena, with their goaltending in 
dire distress, the Maple Leafs called on Erik Kallgren. 

Then they dialled in their offence in the third period to erase a three-goal 
Arizona lead, before having to settle for a point in Thursday’s 5-4 
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overtime loss to the Arizona Coyotes. But in lauding Kallgren for coming 
in cold to his first NHL action, coach Sheldon Keefe had to acknowledge 
the hole in the game’s most vital position, so close to the trade deadline 
and the start of playoffs. 

After learning Jack Campbell would miss two weeks or more with a rib 
injury, Keefe handed the keys to Petr Mrazek, who gave up two early bad 
goals and four on 12 shots. With four or more goals against the last five 
games, Toronto is in its worst defensive slide since Mike Babcock was 
relieved as coach. 

Not that Keefe’s team is danger of missing the playoffs, but this goes far 
beyond the ability of Auston Matthews and others to score their way out 
of trouble. 

“Today was a great opportunity for Petr, so it’s disappointing,” Keefe 
said. “We have confidence he’s going to find himself, but my concern 
continues to be the team that plays in front of him.” 

However, their collective confidence took a hit after falling behind three. 
And when Kallgren came in and made some saves, Alex Kerfoot, 
Matthews and William Nylander revved up, hit the scoreboard, Nylander 
with an OT breakaway chance to win it. Kallgren made 10 saves, a 
couple in the extra frame, before Jakob Chychrun ended it on a 2-on-1 . 

“I tried to keep my head clear and embrace the moment,” said Kallgren, a 
seventh-round pick of Arizona, an emergency call-up from the Marlies 
Wednesday afternoon. “I don’t know if my family was even watching (in 
Sweden), they were probably asleep. 

“The crowd was great and (Toronto’s) fourth goal was the loudest I’ve 
ever heard. They really pushed me on.” 

Mrazek made just one stop before a routine wrister by Riley Nash that 
should’ve been blockered into the corner, somehow clanked the opposite 
way into the slot where a grateful Alex Galchenyuk swept it in. The 
second saw Phil Kessel slide it by two Leafs cross ice, where Chychrun 
fanned, but Mrazek for some reason was down, out and minus his stick 
as the puck tucked inside the near post. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Keefe challenged that goal on an offside, in part to give his team a 
chance to shake the cobwebs out on the ensuing power play. They didn’t 
even get into Arizona’s end in the middle period before Travis Boyd 
batted in an airborne rebound. The Leafs finally solved Scott 
Wedgewood on Pierre Engvall’s 10th of the year, but after Christian 
Fisher scored with little resistance from Mrazek or the Leafs, Keefe 
signalled for Kallgren. 

“That can’t happen,” Mrazek said of his shaky start. “Those saves are 
easy. I wasn’t sharp enough. 

“I think my mentality is pretty good with these things. There are other 
games coming up.” 

Now, it’s a question if Keefe has enough faith in Kallgren after just 30 
minutes of NHL time to use him in Sunday’s outdoor Heritage Classic in 
Hamilton against the Sabres. 

With the Marlies, Kallgren has been the farm team’s steadiest, with a 
record of 15-8-1 record and .904 save percentage. While Joseph Woll 
had a promising spurt of games at mid-season, he was hurt after 
returning to the farm. With Michael Hutchinson also used that’s five 
goalies employed so far, their most since 1983-84. 

Both Mrazek and Campbell have had too many rough outings of late, 
Campbell with a lowly save percentage of .882 since early January after 
he was picked for the NHL all-star game. 

Keefe had decided pre-game to break up John Tavares and Nylander, in 
a series of changes affecting all three lines beneath Matthews, Michael 
Bunting and Mitch Marner. But it was back to a blender by the end of the 
evening. Sitting out a second straight game was veteran Jason Spezza. 

“For me, we’ve had two lines who’ve been thriving, Matthews and David 
Kampf,” Keefe said. “And two other lines that have not been good. We 
need to be a team of four lines. 

“Both (Tavares and Nylander) in their own way, have not played to their 
individual standard and when that happens the line will suffer. We need 
to shake things up. We sat (Spezza) the other night on a back-to-back 
when we had (Ondrej) Kase coming back. I fully expect him back after 
today.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

That such a poor start came against the Coyotes, another non-playoff 
team, one stacked with ex-Leafs, made Thursday’s result harder to bear. 
Arizona could still finish last overall this season and continually suffer 
arena problems, but they have Leaf alumni Kessel, the recently traded 
Nick Ritchie and ex-Bay Streeters Galchenyuk, Boyd, Nash and 
defenceman Anton Stralman. 

Kessel played just one shift on Tuesday in Detroit to keep his 
consecutive games streak alive, then hopped a private team charter to 
Phoenix to be with partner Sandra for the birth of their first child, Kapri. 
He jetted back in time for No. 957. 

“Pretty crazy,” Kessel said of the adventure. “Her water broke before (the 
due date), a pretty tight time frame, but lucky I got home and it worked 
out.” 
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Trading for a goalie wouldn't guarantee playoff success for the Leafs 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 10, 2022 

 

There’s a bothersome issue with the notion that the Maple Leafs have to 
trade for a goaltender. 

The idea that general manager Kyle Dubas should throw himself into a 
true goalie hunt will be shoved to the front burner with the news on 
Thursday that Jack Campbell will be out for at least a couple of weeks as 
he nurses a rib injury. 

And the heat will further be turned up after the erratic Petr Mrazek was 
terrible on Thursday night against the Arizona Coyotes at Scotiabank 
Arena. Mrazek was pulled in favour of Erik Kallgren, who had never 
played in the National Hockey League, after giving up four goals on 12 
shots. 

The Leafs rallied in the third period but wound up losing 5-4 in overtime 
to the team that entered the game in 31st place in the 32-team NHL. 

The rub is that anything Dubas might accomplish via trade for a goalie  
before the NHL deadline on March 21 wouldn’t bring an ironclad 
guarantee of success in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Of course, there are those who would say that anything would be better 
than what the Leafs have now. 

The list of goalies who could be available isn’t overly inspiring. And then 
remember that whoever is in net when the post-season starts would have 
to out-play, perhaps, Andrei Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Would the Dallas Stars move Braden Holtby, or would they want to keep 
him for the same reason the Leafs might want him, for some solid 
insurance in the final stretch and into May? Anton Khudobin from Dallas? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 11, 2022 

 

Jaroslav Halak in Vancouver? Joonas Korpisalo in Columbus? Alexandar 
Georgiev of the New York Rangers? Anton Forsberg in Ottawa? The 
names don’t jump off the page and ensure that the net issues would be 
solved. 

Marc-Andre Fleury might work, but at what price (and if you think Mrazek 
could go the other way, why would Chicago want him?), and would he 
want to join the Leafs? If Fleury would be fine with going to a contender, 
would he look at the roster and figure that he could be the final piece the 
Leafs need to endure playoff four rounds and win the Stanley Cup? In 
any event, the market for Fleury will be considerable. 

Dubas said last week he’s not concerned with Campbell or Mrazek, the 
implication being that the GM thinks one or both will get on track, and 
added that a defenceman would be the probable target if he had one 
deal to make.    

Whether Campbell’s injury pushes Dubas into serious trade territory 
remains to be seen. There just doesn’t appear to be a fail-proof trade that 
Dubas can make to ensure that the “win-now” mode the club alleges that 
it is in will be realized. 

GAME ON 

Mrazek blew a wonderful opportunity to find some confidence from the 
coaching staff and his teammates. Now what does coach Sheldon Keefe 
do in net for the Heritage Classic at Tim Hortons Field on Sunday against 
Buffalo? As Keefe said after the game, Kallgren made the Leafs “feel 
comfortable and confident.” That should be enough to start Kallgren in 
Hamilton … Keefe was honest in his assessment of Mrazek when he 
said that the goalie has been better in his NHL career than he has been 
in Toronto. Will the Leafs eventually see that side of Mrazek? … Ugly just 
begins to describe the two Coyotes goals in the first period. A large 
rebound given up by Mrazek on the first gave Alex Galchenyuk an open 
net (with Travis Dermott slow to react) and on the second, Jakob 
Chychrun fanned on a shot but managed to get the puck over the line. 
Mrazek was out of position and lost control of his stick … William 
Nylander had a great chance from the slot but was turned aside by Scott 
Wedgewood. Nick Robertson fired a couple of shots over the net and 
David Kampf hit the post … Pierre Engvall, whose effort usually is not in 
question, poked the puck past Wedgewood after Arizona took a 3-0 lead 
on a goal by Travis Boyd … Christian Fischer ended Mrazek’s night shot 
at 11:57 of the second. Nylander inadvertently provided a perfect screen 
… Should it be mildly discouraging that a player of Nylander’s talent 
level, and one who has more skill than the majority of players in the NHL, 
needs a kick in the pants from Keefe every so often? Well, yeah. “Move 
his feet, get involved, get engaged on both sides of the puck,” Keefe said 
in the morning when he was asked how Nylander could get his mojo 
back. “At the start of the season, when he was really thriving and his feet 
were moving, it looked like he was playing free out there and competing 
and things were happening. Things have really stalled.” Nylander’s eighth 
goal in 27 games tied the game for the Leafs in the third, 10 seconds 
after Auston Matthews scored his 44th … Chychrun called Toronto “the 
Mecca” of hockey. It’s unfortunate that the Leafs won’t be able to afford 
the 23-year-old defenceman if he is moved by Arizona. Chychrun, who 
scored in overtime after the referees missed a call on Matthews, would 
be a nice fit on the Leafs blue line … Matthews gave the refs an earful at 
game’s end. “I felt what I felt,” Matthews said. “There’s nothing I can 
change now. No sense in really talking about it.” … In his return to 
Toronto, Nick Ritchie didn’t have a shot attempt and was minus-2. 
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TRAIKOS: What if the Sabres had drafted Marner ahead of Eichel? 

 

Michael Traikos 

Publishing date:Mar 10, 2022  

 

Tim Murray could not hide his unhappiness. 

Nor did he want to. 

With a once-in-a-generation superstar waiting in the draft, the then-
Sabres general manager had spent all of 2014-15 trading away talent 
and purposely tanking in an attempt to finish last overall. It was a painful 
year. But with Connor McDavid as the prize, it seemed well worth it. 

And yet, the hockey gods — and ping pong balls at the draft lottery — 
had different ideas. 

Instead of winning the No. 1 overall pick, the Sabres received a 
consolation prize in Jack Eichel. 

“I’m disappointed for our fans,” Murray said back in 2015. 

Since then, many have wondered what might have happened had the 
ping-pong balls fallen in Buffalo’s favour and they got to select McDavid. 
An even better question is what could have been had the Sabres passed 
on Eichel and instead drafted Mitch Marner, who went fourth overall to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs? 

In fact, seven years later, it’s not even a close debate anymore. And it 
has less to do with Eichel’s neck injury and controversial surgical 
procedure, which ultimately drove him out of Buffalo, and more to do with 
Marner’s point production. 

Eichel, who is now in Vegas, ranks fifth among his draft class with 220 
points in 385 games (.57 points per game). Marner, who entered the NHL 
one year after Eichel, is second behind only McDavid with 294 points in 
403 games (.73 points per game). 

The 25-year-old has scored more goals (142) than Marner (126). But 
even that statistic appears to be shrinking, with the Maple Leafs’ play-
making winger producing at a 30-goal pace last year and close to a 40-
goal pace this year. 

And keep in mind, Marner entered the NHL a year later than Eichel did. 

It helps that Marner gets to play on a line with Auston Matthews, who has 
emerged as the best goal-scorer in the NHL. But that’s something that 
only happened in the past two-and-a-half years. Regardless, it’s not like 
Eichel has been saddled with below-average linemates. 

For most of his time in Buffalo, Eichel’s linemate was Sam Reinhart, who 
scored 20 or more goals in five of the past six seasons. 

As a rookie, Eichel played behind Ryan O’Reilly. He also played with Jeff 
Skinner for his 40-goal season, Victor Olofsson for his 20-goal season 
and Taylor Hall, who was three years removed from winning the Hart 
Trophy as league MVP. 

Say what you want about Evander Kane, but the rugged winger also 
scored at close to a 30-goal pace (68 goals in 196 games) during his 
three years with the Sabres. 

For some reason, the Sabres still couldn’t make it work. Nor could Eichel, 
who despite his linemate’s production only finished in the top-20 in 
scoring once in his career, when he tied for 10th overall in 2019-20. 

Meanwhile, Marner is tied for 16th in scoring with 62 points in 48 games 
this year. He ranked fourth overall last season, 18th overall in 2019-20 
and 11th in 2018-19. 

There are other metrics that make Marner more valuable, such as his 
penalty-killing ability, his relentless two-way game and ability to strip 
defenders of the puck, as well as the obvious fact that he’s never missed 
the playoffs since entering the league in 2016-17. 

TRAIK IT OR LEAVE IT  
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Does Jack Campbell’s rib injury put more pressure on GM Kyle Dubas to 
get a goalie at the deadline? It should. Then again, even had Campbell 
been healthy, Toronto’s No. 1 priority is finding someone who can battle 
for the net. Right now, Petr Mrazek is not that person … I like that the 
Leafs are sitting out Jason Spezza these days. He’s 38 years old. Give 
him all the rest he needs. The team needs him at his best for the 
playoffs, where he’s been one of Toronto’s best players in the past two 
years … Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong believe the reason we haven’t seen 
many trades yet before the March 21 deadline is because there are too 
many teams that are selling: “The problem with that is because there are 
so many teams out, the market is flooded with players. It’s a complete 
buyers’ market” … If fans in Buffalo boo Jack Eichel upon his return, I’d 
treat it more as an indictment of the organization — not the player. The 
Sabres failed Eichel far more than the other way around. 

MORE HOT TRAIKS  

With 11 goals 27 points in the past 16 games, J.T. Miller has almost 
single-handedly turned the Canucks from trade deadline buyers into 
playoff contenders. And now that he’s in the top-10 in scoring, he’s also 
become a late addition to the crowded Hart Trophy debate … The 
numbers that Igor Shesterkin has put up with the Rangers — he owns 
the best goals-against average and save percentage — are incredible, 
but his MVP argument would be even stronger if he didn’t play for team 
coached by Gerard Gallant, with defending Norris Trophy winner Adam 
Fox on defence, and Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad 
up front. This isn’t the 2014-15 Habs … My top-5 for the Hart (in order): 
Auston Matthews, Shesterkin, Jonathan Huberdeau, Johnny Gaudreau, 
Connor McDavid … Rasmus Ristolainen signed a five-year extension 
with the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday. In other words, the chances of 
him playing in the playoffs — he’s in his ninth year without even having 
as much as a sniff — will have to wait possibly until 2028. 
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Leafs' Jack Campbell out two weeks with rib injury 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Mar 10, 2022 

 

The forwards for the Maple Leafs’ game day skate looked like a scattered 
deck of cards, while the Arizona Coyotes are full of faces from old 
Toronto hockey cards. 

Toronto was without goaltender Jack Campbell, gone a minimum two 
weeks with a rib injury. Marlies’ callup Erik Kallgren was on hand, while 
the lines other than Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting 
were in coach Sheldon Keefe’s blender. 

John Tavares and William Nylander were broken up, the captain now 
with Ondrej Kase on his right side, Nick Robertson on the left. Nylander 
appeared with Alex Kerfoot, who is being shifted back to centre, with 
Wayne Simmonds up from the fourth line, which is now Ilya Mikheyev, 
David Kampf and Pierre Engvall. 

Sitting out a second straight game was veteran Jason Spezza. Keefe 
addressed the Campbell absence first, calling it a lingering issue the past 
week that the goalie “aggravated” in Tuesday’s 6-4, 26-save win over 
Seattle. It didn’t improve on Wednesday’s team day off. 

“They ran some tests and found out this morning he’ll need some time,” 
Keefe said. “This will be an opportunity for Petr (Mrazek) to run with it 
here. This situation is exactly why you go out and sign a guy like Petr. It’s 
also a chance for us to look at Kallgren.” 

With the Marlies, the former seventh round pick of Arizona has been the 
farm team’s steadiest goalie, with a record of 15-8-1 record and .904 
save percentage. Both Mrazek and Campbell have had some rough 
outings of late, Campbell with a lowly save percentage of .882 since early 
January after he was picked for the NHL all-star game. 

As well as the Matthews’ line has played, him with a league-leading 43 
goals before Thursday night, Bunting’s career year and Marner and 
Matthews each at 60-plus points, Keefe is looking to take the pressure off 
of them and kick start Tavares and Nylander. 

“For me, we’ve had two lines who’ve been thriving, Matthews and Kampf, 
for a good stretch of time. And two other lines, John’s and Spezza-
Simmonds that have not been good. We need to be a team of four lines 
going well. This is an attempt to do that, spreading things out more. 
Nylander-Kerfoot were doing really well as a pair in playoffs last year, 
Kerfoot’s on a 50-point pace with no power play time. 

“Both (Tavares and Nylander) in their own way, have not played to their 
individual standard and when that happens the line will suffer. We need 
to shake things up.” 

That required Keefe to explain his thought process to the 38-year-old 
Spezza. 

“We sat him the other night on a back to back when we had Kase coming 
back. The decision tonight was this look we want to see. I fully expect 
him back after today (for Sunday‘s outdoor game against Buffalo in 
Hamilton).” 

The Leafs didn’t change defence pairs in their prep work to try and win a 
third straight game. On that front, Jake Muzzin had another good pre-
practice skate as he makes slow, but steady progress back from a 
concussion. 

The Coyotes could finish last overall this season and continually have 
arena problems, but this visit packs a lot of attention. They were 
Matthews’ boyhood team, Bunting and defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin 
played there and their list of ex-Leafs goes from one-time local star Phil 
Kessel to the recently traded Nick Ritchie and ex-Bay Streeters Alex 
Galchenyuk, Travis Boyd, Riley Nash and Anton Stralman. They have a 
lot of players on the NHL trade deadline watch, such as defenceman 
Jacob Chychrun. 

The Leafs and a lot of others were amazed that Kessel played just one 
shift on Tuesday night in Detroit to keep his consecutive games streak 
alive at 956, then hopped a private team charter to Phoenix to be present 
for the birth of his first child. He’s due back in Toronto at game time. 

“That was quite the maneuver he pulled, working out the way he wanted,” 
Matthews said. “He loves playing and to get back on the road and right 
back at it, I’m not surprised. 

Turns out Kessel has golfed a bit with Matthews, too. 

“The stories you hear about him don’t do him justice,” Matthews said. 
“He’s an incredible guy to be around. He really enjoyed his time here and 
the relationships you build with the staff.” 

Morgan Rielly spent his first two Toronto seasons with Kessel as a 
teammate. 

“He was great to me. I was 19 years old and he always went out of his 
way to take me to dinner. He and (Tyler Bozak) were living together and 
they were tight. So me and Jake Gardiner got to hang out with them. Phil 
loved watching sports. I spent a lot of time over there. 

“That (lightning trip home) was very impressive. To keep that streak alive, 
he’s played a lot of games for his age, a great run. You’re cheering for 
those guys to keep it going.” 

Brampton-born Scott Wedgewood will be in net for Arizona. Asked if 
there was a way to shut down Matthews, coach Andre Tourigny quipped 
“If I find it, I will make a lot of money.” 
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Game Night: Coyotes at Maple Leafs 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 10, 2022 

 

ARIZONA COYOTES (17-35-4) at TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (37-16-4) 

Thursday, 7 p.m., Scotiabank Arena 

TV: Sportsnet Ontario; Radio: AM 1050 

WHY WATCH? Leafs will have to be wily 

The Coyotes have piled up 17 goals in their past two games, becoming 
the first NHL team to score 17 in a two-game span since Colorado in 
1995. Arizona has won three in a row and four of its past five, so if the 
Maple Leafs are serious about winning three in a row, they won’t look 
past a team that is 40 points below them in the NHL standings. The Leafs 
peppered goalie Karel Vejmelka with 46 shots on Jan. 12 in Arizona, but 
only Auston Matthews scored in a 2-1 Toronto loss. 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE COYOTES 

1. Clayton Keller, 23, has eight points in his past three games and has at 
least one point in 17 of his past 20. “Kells is a player,” former Arizona 
teammate Michael Bunting said. “He has silky mitts and is able to finish. 
We’re going to have to watch him.” 

2. Regarding defenceman Jakob Chychrun, try not to think about could 
have been for Toronto. At 23, Chychrun’s best NHL days are ahead of 
him and his cap hit of $4.6-million US through 2024-25 will only continue 
to look better. The Leafs don’t have the resources to make a serious 
attempt for Chychrun before the March 21 NHL trade deadline. 

3. It’s the return of Nick Ritchie, who has five points in five games for 
Arizona since he was acquired from the Leafs, this after he had nine 
points in 33 games with Toronto. No matter. The winger underachieved 
with the Leafs and by no means will they miss him. 
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With Petr Mrazek imploding, what options do the Maple Leafs have to 
add a goalie before the deadline? 

 

Joshua Kloke, James Mirtle 

8-9 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Petr Mrazek swatted the puck out of the back of his net and shook his 
head. 

His frustration was evident — and justified: The Maple Leafs goalie had 
come far out of his net and thrown his blocker up wide of the net before 
allowing a juicy rebound, which former Leafs player Alex Galchenyuk 
promptly buried just over two minutes after puck drop. 

It was just the third shot on net from the Arizona Coyotes. 

“That’s as tough a goal as we’ve given up maybe all season to start the 
game,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

Two minutes later, this happened on the Coyotes’ next shot: 

The crowd booed Mrazek’s next save, which served as a fairly accurate 
representation of the fan base’s confidence level in him. He has just an 
.884 save percentage on the season, dead last among netminders who 
have appeared in at least 15 games. 

In those first four minutes against one of the worst teams in the league, 
the state of the Leafs’ goaltending was laid bare: Mrazek and Jack 
Campbell simply have not been able to get it done for more than two 
months. 

Poor goaltending has cost the Leafs wins lately, as it did in a 5-4 
overtime loss to the Coyotes on Thursday. 

The Leafs announced earlier in the day that Campbell would be out for a 
minimum of two weeks with a rib injury, thrusting Mrazek into the 
undisputed starter’s role despite his rocky season. 

Mrazek then allowed four goals on just 12 shots before Keefe pulled him 
midway through the second period in favour of Erik Kallgren, who made 
his NHL debut. 

“Petr, through his career, has been a better goaltender than he has been 
here for us,” said a despondent Keefe. “So we have to own part of that, 
and we’ve got to help him be the goalie he has been throughout his 
career.” 

You’d be hard-pressed to find excuses for any of the four goals, however. 
Mrazek was caught out of position multiple times and moved erratically 
around the crease. 

He looks like a goaltender without confidence. And his team, 
understandably, looks as though it lacks it in him. 

“I didn’t help the team go through the first period,” Mrazek said. 

“When you give up the first two like that, you can’t give up three and four. 
You’ve got to find a way to make the saves for us in that case,” Keefe 
said. 

“It’s tough,” Keefe added, before pausing. “I don’t know what else to say. 
It’s tough.” 

Keefe said he wanted to pull Mrazek after the first two goals but 
understood it was a difficult position to put a young rookie into in his first 
NHL game. 

Tougher still was the fact Mrazek’s play Thursday wasn’t exactly 
unexpected. He has allowed three or more goals in eight of his previous 
nine starts. 

Campbell has also had a difficult stretch. His injury comes after he 
allowed four or more goals in all five of his last starts. He appeared to 
reach something of an emotional breaking point after allowing five goals 
on 28 shots in last weekend’s loss to the Canucks, acknowledging he’s 
been hard on himself all season and “obviously it’s snowballing a little 
bit.” 

“I’ll get it back. I promise I will,” Campbell said. 

To Kallgren’s credit, the 25-year-old looked composed in his NHL debut, 
stopping 10 of 11 shots against and allowing only the overtime goal on 
an unstoppable two-on-one play. The Marlies like the poise and 
competitiveness he’s shown in his first full AHL season after signing as a 
free agent from the Swedish Hockey League. 

Nevertheless, it’s a lot to ask of him to take the reins in goal on a team 
with this level of expectations in a critical stretch to end the season. 

Which leads us to the outside options. 
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Despite the fact there hasn’t been a ton of talk leaguewide about goalies 
leading up to the trade deadline, there are quite a few plausible targets 
around the league for general manager Kyle Dubas to pursue. 

Option 1: Marc-Andre Fleury, Chicago 

As a veteran who has seen it all, Fleury would be a perfect fit. But he has 
a 10-team no-trade clause, and the Blackhawks aren’t going to deal him 
anywhere against his will. It’s believed Toronto is not one of his preferred 
destinations. That said, it’s notable that, as The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun 
reported on TSN Thursday night, the Leafs have at least enquired as to 
his availability. 

Dubas would have to do some convincing to get Fleury to agree to come. 
And Fleury’s $7 million cap hit would be an impediment, too. If Chicago 
retained half of the deal, however, and the Leafs could find a third-party 
team like Seattle or Arizona to take on another 25 percent of the money, 
there might be something workable there. 

That’s a lot of ifs at this point, especially with the deadline just 10 days 
away. 

Option 2: Braden Holtby, Dallas 

Another veteran who has been there before. Holtby has slowed down in 
recent years, posting tough seasons the past two years, but he makes 
just $2 million and will be an unrestricted free agent in the offseason. 

Holtby is still only 32, and he’s had a bounce-back season. With Dallas 
still hanging on in the playoff race but in need of adding whatever assets 
it can for a retool, it could decide to go all in on Jake Oettinger and recall 
Anton Khudobin from the minors. 

It’s hard to imagine Holtby would cost more than a middling draft pick. It’s 
hard to argue he’s not an upgrade over Mrazek. 

Option 3: James Reimer, San Jose 

This would be quite a story. 

The former Leafs fan favourite has had another solid season for the 
Sharks, who aren’t playoff-bound. But he’s been out week to week with 
an injury since March 1 and likely couldn’t provide immediate help in the 
crease. 

Reimer also has term on his deal, with one year remaining, albeit at a 
reasonable $2.25 million cap hit. And it’s not like the Leafs’ crease 
situation is settled next season anyway, so perhaps that’s a feature, not a 
bug. 

Worth a phone call from the front office, in our opinion, as he’s not likely 
to break the bank in terms of assets going the other way. Just don’t 
expect San Jose to want Mrazek’s ugly contract in return. 

Option 4: Anton Forsberg, Ottawa 

Could a rival bail out the Leafs? Maybe. 

Forsberg has been red hot lately, piling up 13 wins with a .921 save 
percentage on the season. He makes just $950,000, so that would be 
easy to fit into the budget if the Leafs have to carry three goaltenders for 
a while. At 29, he has plenty of experience. 

Forsberg has always been viewed as a bit of a tweener, but when you’re 
hot, you’re hot. And the acquisition cost is unlikely to be high. 

Option 5: Jaroslav Halak, Vancouver 

This is a tricky one. Halak’s contract has a games-played bonus the 
Leafs will want no part of, so that would need to be negotiated out as part 
of any deal, assuming there’s a way to do so. 

Halak is 36 and has a no-movement clause, so he can decide when and 
where he goes, if anywhere. His numbers are also down this season, 
with just an .883 save percentage. 

It feels like a long shot, but one worth kicking tires on given his play in the 
past. 

Option 6: Karel Vejmelka, Arizona 

Vejmelka came a bit out of nowhere after seven years in the Czech 
league to give the Coyotes some good games in a difficult situation this 
season. 

His cap hit is just $842,500, and he’s a pending restricted free agent, so 
there’s a chance he could stick around beyond this season, too. 

Though not all that battle-tested at the NHL level, Vejmelka would give 
the Leafs an option if Campbell remains out for a while and Mrazek 
continues to struggle. 

Other possibilities: Alexandar Georgiev, N.Y. Rangers; Semyon 
Varlamov, N.Y. Islanders; Joonas Korpisalo, Columbus Blue Jackets. 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Toronto overcomes bad goaltending to earn a 
point 

 

Kevin Papetti 

13-16 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs went with the “you can’t blow a lead if you 
never have one” approach, and wound up with a 5-4 loss against the 
lousy Arizona Coyotes. Erik Kallgren nearly played the hero in his NHL 
debut, but referees Kendrick Nicholson and Brandon Blandina hung him 
out to dry with a horrendous missed call that led to Jakob Chychrun’s 
overtime winner. 

The goal horn operators at Scotiabank Arena were prepared for a busy 
night in the office, as the Leafs haven’t exactly played boring hockey as 
of late, and the Coyotes entered play with seventeen goals over their last 
two games. While he only played half the game, Petr Mrazek made damn 
sure that this game lived up to its high-scoring expectations. He allowed 
two terrible goals in the first five minutes, and two more goals in the 
second, before his night was ended early. Toronto orchestrated a three-
goal comeback in the third, but a win was ultimately not meant to be in 
overtime. 

On February 5th, 2019, a struggling Michael Hutchinson had a terrible 
performance against the New York Rangers, and Kyle Dubas traded for 
Jack Campbell that same night. Tonight sure felt eerily similar to that 
game. There’s no way the Leafs can feel confident in their goaltending 
situation right now. They were the better team, and Mrazek, along with 
the two officials, robbed them of a victory. 

First star 

Erik Kallgren 

Kallgren was called up just this morning and was not expecting to play. 
The 25-year old ended up playing about half the game and received a 
nice ovation when he first stepped on the ice. Arizona actually drafted 
him in the seventh round back in 2015, so he joined Michael Bunting and 
Ilya Lyubushkin as Leafs playing against their former organization. 

He stopped the first eight shots that he faced, including this outstanding 
save on Shayne Gostisbehere to keep the team alive in overtime: 

He was robbed of his first win due to a terrible missed call, and had little-
to-no chance here: 
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Congratulations to Kallgren for appearing in his first NHL game. It’s a 
shame the officiating was so poor, but he could get another opportunity 
to pick up his first win at the Heritage Classic on Sunday. 

Second star 

Alex Kerfoot 

Playing in the middle of Wayne Simmonds and William Nylander didn’t 
seem to work, but he was reunited with John Tavares to start the third, 
and kickstarted the comeback with his tenth goal of the season: 

He also picked up an assist on Engvall’s second-period goal, and a nicer 
one on Nylander’s game-tying goal. His line was Toronto’s worst in the 
opening forty minutes, but he made up for it in a big way with a multi-
point third period. He also nearly scored the game winner with three 
minutes left, but Scott Wedgewood had other ideas. Expect to see 
Kerfoot back on the second line next game. 

Third star 

Auston Matthews 

Toronto’s Hart Trophy candidate scored in his fourth consecutive game, 
despite the fact that the Leafs never had a power play. He had an 
important blocked shot in the first period, and set up a beautiful chance 
for Justin Holl in the second. He ended up with five shots on goal, 
including this beauty: 

Player reports 

B+  

The Checking Line Wingers (Ilya Mikheyev and Pierre Engvall) 

Mikheyev had a beautiful end-to-end rush that led to Toronto’s first goal. 
While he only picked up a secondary assist for his efforts, he got the 
team into the offensive zone, backed the defence up, then found a wide-
open Timothy Liljegren who put the puck on net. Engvall was the 
beneficiary on that goal, and was robbed from a potential game-winning 
goal late in the third. The Leafs owned over 70 percent of the game’s 
five-on-five expected goals when they were on the ice, and they played 
some tough minutes against Arizona’s red-hot top line. These two sure 
seem to have great chemistry together. 

Nick Robertson 

Robertson was one of the most dangerous players on the ice in the first 
half of this game, as he created three good scoring chances for himself, 
but kept shooting the puck high. While his strong play didn’t show up 
from an expected goals perspective, he was a clear positive from the eye 
test. He ended up playing only 7:33, as the Leafs ended up playing 
Kerfoot and Nylander with Tavares in the third, and shortened their 
bench. His box score stats don’t look great, but he definitely impressed. 
With his shot, the puck will start going in if he continues to play like this. 

The Second Pair (T.J. Brodie and Justin Holl) 

The Leafs owned 81 percent of the game’s five-on-five expected goals 
when Holl was on the ice, and it was close to 90 percent for Brodie. This 
is a shutdown pairing, and Toronto barely gave up any chances when 
they were on the ice. On a per-minute basis, Brodie shoots the puck and 
hits less than almost any defencemen in the NHL. I have no idea what 
got into him, as he finished with seven shots on goal and five hits! He 
played over 25 minutes and picked up an assist on Kerfoot’s goal. 

B 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting extended his point streak to seven games, and would have put 
the Leafs on a power play or two had the refs brought their whistles. The 
Leafs owned 83 percent of the five-on-five expected goals when he was 
on the ice, and as per usual, he found a way to get under his opponent’s 
skin. 

David Kampf 

For the third consecutive game, the Leafs dominated his minutes in 
terms of expected goals. He just seems to work with Engvall and 
Mikheyev, and that line continues to have success while playing difficult 
minutes. I think his wingers were the primary play-drivers, but you can’t 
complain about his effort either. 

William Nylander 

He didn’t have much success with Kerfoot and Simmonds to start the 
game, but looked more comfortable when he was back with Tavares for 
the third. He finished with a goal, an assist, and five shots on goal, but 
also provided the screen for Arizona’s fourth goal. He nearly won the 
Leafs the game on an overtime breakaway, but was ultimately held to 
just the one goal. 

B- 

Timothy Liljegren 

Liljegren played with Rielly once again, and looked like the best offensive 
defenceman on his pairing for most of the night. He extended his point 
streak to four games, and set a career high in shots on goal with five. 
Nick Schmaltz beat him out wide ahead of Arizona’s third goal, but 
Schmaltz seems to be doing that to plenty of defencemen these days, 
and the resulting goal was quite flukey in nature. 

He was essentially perfect in the first period, as the Coyotes essentially 
had zero expected goals against when he was on the ice, and his strong 
transition defence kept him out of his own end. He extended his point 
streak to four games with an assist on Engvall’s goal, and the Leafs 
owned 71 percent of the game’s five-on-five expected goals when he 
was on the ice. By on-ice expected goals, the Leafs have now won his 
minutes in 15 straight games, and he remains the NHL leader in that 
statistic among defencemen. That’s not an all-encompassing stat, and no 
one is calling him the best defenceman in the NHL, but night after night 
the Leafs are succeeding in his minutes lately. 

C+ 

Mitch Marner and John Tavares 

Both players had some nice plays, but they were each held pointless, 
and you expect at least something against a team like the Coyotes. 
Tavares made a nice pass to set up Kerfoot for a great chance in the 
final minutes, but had no shots on goal of his own. He also botched a 
two-on-one chance in the first, as he put the pass in Ondrej Kase’s feet. 
Marner had just one shot on goal, and while he also had a nice play or 
two, he’s held to a high standard. 

C- 

Ondrej Kase 

Kase started on a line with Tavares and Robertson, but ended up sitting 
on the bench for most of the third. His minutes were extremely 
uneventful, and he only ended up playing 8:28. He wasn’t terrible or 
anything, but he wasn’t able to capitalize on an opportunity to play with 
Tavares against a weaker team. 

Morgan Rielly 

Morgan Rielly was Morgan Rielly, as there were plenty of chances at 
both ends when he was on the ice. His partner, Liljegren, was creating 
most of the offence between the two, however, and Rielly wasn’t overly 
noticeable. 

The Third Pair (Travis Dermott and Ilya Lyubushkin) 

The Leafs’ third pairing always seems to outplay their competition, 
regardless of who plays there on any given night. That wasn’t the case, 
as the Leafs owned less than 40 percent of the game’s five-on-five 
expected goals. Neither player could stop Phil Kessel’s cross-ice pass 
that led to Arizona’s second goal, but Mrazek should have had it anyway. 
All in all, it was a fairly uneventful night for them. 

D+ 
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Wayne Simmonds 

The Leafs are losing Simmonds’ minutes night after night. He was given 
an opportunity to play with Kerfoot and Nylander, but they were Toronto’s 
worst line through forty minutes, and Sheldon Keefe broke them up for 
the third. Entering play, the Leafs owned about 44 percent of five-on-five 
expected goals with Simmonds on the ice since January 1, and he was 
under 30 percent for the fourth consecutive game. His minutes were fairly 
uneventful, but at some point, he needs to give the team a reason to 
keep him in the lineup. One fight every twenty games isn’t going to be 
enough. He had a big opportunity to play with two skilled players and did 
nothing with it. 

F- 

Petr Mrazek 

All eyes were on Mrazek, as it was announced earlier today that Jack 
Campbell will miss a minimum of two weeks with a rib injury. After 
allowing four goals against Columbus and five goals against Buffalo, 
Mrazek was in need of a bounce-back performance. 

He did not get off to a great start. Just two minutes in, former Leaf Riley 
Nash put an innocent wrist shot on net, and Mrazek completely botched 
it. Another former Leaf, Alex Galchenyuk, was left with a tap-in: 

That’s about as bad of a goal as you can give up. Two minutes later, he 
completely overplayed a two-on-one. This doesn’t go in if he doesn’t drop 
his stick: 

He settled in for the rest of the period, but gave up a third goal just one 
minute into the second: 

That goal wasn’t too bad, as Travis Boyd batted it in after it bounced off 
the crossbar, but yet again Mrazek was found outside of the blue paint. 
His fourth goal against, which came around the halfway point, ended his 
night, though that one wasn’t really his fault. Christian Fischer had a 
great shot, and Nylander prevented Mrazek from seeing this one: 

Ultimately, there’s no way the Leafs could have faith playing Mrazek in a 
playoff game right now. He’ll likely get plenty of opportunities to bounce 
back since Campbell is hurt, but it’s clear that Kyle Dubas needs to trade 
for a goalie before the March 21 trade deadline. 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: B+ 

I’m excluding Mrazek from this, as he’d bring their collective grade down 
significantly. The rest of the team overcame bad goaltending to earn a 
point, and they could have had two if it wasn’t for horrible officiating. It 
was a bit of a weird game, as the Leafs had zero power plays, and the 
Coyotes’ only opportunity came from a failed challenge from Keefe. 
Toronto outplayed Arizona for much of the night, and while they could 
have outplayed them by a greater extent in the opening forty minutes, 
they were clearly the better team on the ice. Scoring four goals every 
night to try to make up for poor goaltending isn’t exactly an easy thing to 
do. They’ll take the one point given the circumstances. 

Where do the Leafs go from here? 

The Leafs will travel to Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton to play in the 
Heritage Classic against the Buffalo Sabres. Buffalo beat Toronto 5-1 just 
last week, so the Leafs will hope the outdoor environment is more 
favourable to them. We’ll get to watch the Arenas jerseys in action, and it 
will be interesting to see who comes out of the lineup for Jason Spezza 
and possibly Rasmus Sandin. I’m also curious to see who gets the start 
in net. 
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Can Ilya Lyubushkin become the Maple Leafs' new Zach Bogosian? 

 

Jonas Siegel 

9-11 minutes 3/10/2022 

 

What the Maple Leafs were really looking for last month when they 
slipped Ilya Lyubushkin into a trade that disappeared Nick Ritchie’s 
contract from the books: a replacement for Zach Bogosian. 

The Leafs loved the snarl, brawn, and intimidation that Bogosian brought 
them on defence last season, particularly at playoff time. (There was a 
reason you heard the Leafs floated as a possible destination for edgy 
Habs defenceman Ben Chiarot.) 

Lyubushkin, they hoped, would bring some Bogosian-like vibes to their 
blue line — and come at a fraction of the cost of someone like the (likely) 
overvalued Chiarot. The Leafs paid a pick some time in the future — 
either a third-rounder in 2023 or a second-rounder in 2025 — to add 
Lyubushkin and be rid of Ritchie’s $2.5 million cap hit for this year and 
next. 

It’s only been a couple of weeks, but it’s evident already that the 27-year-
old will pack a punch that was missing otherwise. 

Take the hitting department. 

Over his first eight games in a Leafs uniform, Lyubushkin has thrown 23 
hits. That’s 13 more than Justin Holl, the next closest Leaf defenceman, 
with 10. Lyubushkin dished out seven hits alone on Tuesday night in a 
comeback win over Seattle. 

He’s also gotten in the way of shots, blocking four against Columbus on 
Monday night, including a potential game-saver late in regulation. 

Look beneath the hood and you’ll find similar indicators of defensive 
brawn. 

The Leafs are giving up only 1.6 expected goals per 60 minutes with 
Lyubushkin on the ice. That’s the best mark on the defence over the two-
plus weeks he’s been around. Lyubushkin also ranks first among his new 
teammates on the back end in defensive scoring chance rate. 

Context matters, of course: Morgan Rielly, T.J. Brodie, Holl, and Timothy 
Liljegren have all logged more — and harder — minutes during that 
stretch than Lyubushkin. 

Lyubushkin was similarly stingy though in more prickly minutes with 
Arizona before the trade. Here and there, the Leafs have sent more 
difficult foes his way, including a sprinkling of Elias Pettersson and Conor 
Garland when the Canucks were in town last week, as well as a steady 
diet of the Blue Jackets’ second line and even some nibbles against the 
scorching-hot Patrik Laine in Columbus on Monday night. 

The coaching staff will probably feel OK were Lyubushkin to find himself 
on the ice against elite competition in the playoffs. 

As those hitting numbers indicate, Lyubushkin wants to put his hefty 
frame — 6-foot-2, 208 pounds — to work. He’s on the larger side for a 
Leafs defenceman, all part of the appeal. 

More alluring than the hits that catch the eye (and even the ones that 
miss) is the way Lyubushkin acts as if he’s a bouncer around the Leafs 
crease. 

He doesn’t want to let anyone into the club. 

And will adjust if they somehow inch too close to the door. 
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That’s been a welcome change on a Leafs defence that’s had trouble 
with just that — letting opposing sticks and bodies worm their way 
through the line and onto the dance floor (err, the high-danger zone). 

Outside of Jake Muzzin and occasionally, Holl, the Leafs’ defence is 
more finesse-based in the way it defends. What they’ve lacked at times, 
particularly without Muzzin and before the trade for Lyubushkin, was 
beefy security around their goalies. 

It’s not been lost on management that many, maybe even most, of the 
teams advancing deep in the playoffs year after year boast a fair bit of 
might and bite on their back end. 

Lyubushkin boxes out with ferocity, which is the kind of attribute the 
Leafs feel they’ll need in the postseason when the refs swallow their 
whistles and the action grinds down into mush. Bogosian returning to the 
Lightning last offseason left them without that kind of presence — and 
feeling the absence of it. 

So far, Sheldon Keefe has deployed Lyubushkin in Bogosian-like fashion 
— strictly on the third pair, with one of Travis Dermott or Rasmus Sandin. 
The Leafs coach has not yet given Lyubushkin a look with Rielly, even 
with Liljegren struggling at times on the right side of the top pair. 

Keefe is wary of thrusting too much onto Lyubushkin’s shoulders so soon 
after the trade from the desert. 

“We don’t want to force too much on him as he’s adjusting and learning 
his teammates,” Keefe said. 

Whoever plays with Rielly, mind you, will end up hunting for goals more 
often than not, “and the way the puck moves and all those kind of things, 
it’s important to have a guy there that pairs well with that and doesn’t 
disrupt the offence,” Keefe said. 

In other words, the Leafs don’t totally trust Lyubushkin’s offensive 
abilities just yet — even if, as Keefe noted, Lyubushkin has shown some 
unexpected flair there already. 

Lyubushkin feels likely to draw at least a look in the top four at some 
point, though not if management lands an upgrade on the right side 
ahead of the March 21 trade deadline. It’s also pertinent to remember 
that Lyubushkin has yet to log particularly big minutes in the NHL. In fact, 
this season — just under 18 a game — would be a career high. 

So far with the Leafs, his minutes have ranged from 13 to 18 per game. 
When healthy, the Leafs will use Muzzin, Brodie, Holl, and Rielly ahead 
of him on the penalty kill. (A trade would obviously change things.) 

Lyubushkin lacks Bogosian’s experience. He’s played less than 200 NHL 
games to this point, none so far in the playoffs. 

“He brings good things to the table for us and we want to see him 
improve in some areas of his game, especially with the puck,” Keefe 
explained. “And he is absolutely putting the work in to be able to make 
those improvements.” 

Keefe is referring to the time Lyubushkin has already put in with the 
Leafs’ development team. 

Before a recent practice, Lyubushkin was out there, on a mostly empty 
sheet of ice, alongside Darryl Belfry, one of the team’s primary skill 
gurus, and Nik Antropov, another skill development consultant who could 
help with translation, if needed. 

It was all puck work, a clear area of needed improvement for Lyubushkin, 
and the likeliest reason why he may remain on the third pair (and may 
not pair well with someone like Muzzin). 

Belfry had Lyubushkin hustle back to retrieve pucks and then move them 
— first, with no pressure, and then with someone (Belfry, Antropov) 
chasing and applying pressure. 

Belfry had Lyubushkin skate backward and then move the puck forward. 

Subtle details to up the level of skill in Lyubushkin’s game. 

After the trade, GM Kyle Dubas said the Leafs were eager to weave 
Lyubushkin into their skill development program. They found similar 
success with Alex Galchenyuk after a midseason trade from Carolina last 
season. 

Lyubushkin was excited to learn of the deal to Toronto and in particular, 
the opportunity to play for a team with championship aspirations. With a 
smiling, outgoing kind of personality, he’s found the adjustment to the 
Leafs to be smooth — though his wife and kids have remained in Arizona 
for the time being. (The family is still in the process of determining 
whether and when they’ll join Lyubushkin in Canada. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has added another layer of complexity to the process.) 

If all goes well, it’s possible the Leafs end up re-signing Lyubushkin, a 
pending UFA, this summer. It’s also possible his price tag — as a beefy 
right-shot defenceman — will be too high for them. 

Keefe has been pleased by what he’s seen so far. He and Lyubushkin 
met for a few minutes after a recent practice. The Leafs coach wanted to 
check in and see how the defenceman was adjusting to his new life in 
Toronto, with the Leafs. 

Lyubushkin may not speak perfect English, but he understands enough 
to engage in conversation — and even ask questions. 

“He’s a sponge,” Keefe said. “He wants to learn, wants to ask questions, 
wants to get better, wants to work. 

“That’s been really encouraging.” 

A sponge with some bite. You can see what the Leafs had in mind. 
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'Nobody's going to back down': Former NHL All-Star Alexei Zhitnik, from 
the front lines in Ukraine 

 

Dan Robson 

 

When the siren screams, you have less than 10 minutes to find shelter. 
Grab your ID, passport and whatever you need to keep yourself warm in 
the frigid Kyiv night. 

Leave the rest behind. 

It’s 23 flights of stairs from the apartment to the street and then there’s a 
rush of people heading toward the bomb shelter that used to be a parking 
garage. 

Packed between the concrete pillars, you huddle and wait. You listen to 
the siren, praying that silence breaks the cry — and not more explosions 
from rockets you’ve seen in the sky. 

In the crush of fellow Ukrainians, it doesn’t matter that the ID you hold 
carries the name of one of the most beloved hockey players in the 
country’s history. It doesn’t matter that you played more than 1,085 NHL 
games for five different teams or that you were a two-time All-Star. It 
doesn’t matter that you once wore the Russian sweater, winning an 
Olympic silver medal — or that you finished your playing days with 
Dynamo Moscow. 

That country is now dropping bombs on the city you grew up in, a 
homeland you refuse to leave. 

“This is not about sports. It’s about defending your country,” says Alexei 
Zhitnik. “It’s not show-business anymore.” 
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Since Russia invaded on Feb. 24, Zhitnik has helped in the effort to 
defend his country however he is able. The longtime NHL defenseman 
has lived in Ukraine since he retired and is now the president of Sokil 
Kyiv, the storied Ukrainian hockey team that he grew up playing for in the 
country’s capital. 

For the past two weeks though, he has been just like every other 
Ukrainian citizen ready to die for his country. 

“God has the power over what’s going to happen with you,” Zhitnik says. 
“Basically, if something is going to happen, something is going to happen 
… a lot of people have died already, especially civilians.” 

Two rockets recently hit a television tower and damaged the nearby 
Palace of Sports, the team’s arena in the heart of Kyiv, he says. A friend 
filmed the explosion of the second rocket hitting the tower, next to the 
rink Zhitnik has played on since he was young and where his No. 13 now 
hangs. Another video following the explosion shows four scorched 
bodies, as smoke rises into burning trees. The hands of one body, facing 
the sky, reach out as though trying to block an unseen force. The bodies 
lay near the shattered, blackened façade of the arena — across the 
street from a seared television tower. Sirens wail in the distance as 
burning ash drifts around the arriving emergency responders. 

“It doesn’t matter, ice rink, hotel or medical building — anything can 
happen,” Zhitnik says.  “Nobody really expected it was going to happen in 
real life. Especially in the 21st century, in the middle of Europe. And it’s 
not a one-day, two-day army operation. It’s a war.” 

Zhitnik and his family remain in the middle of it. As a 49-year-old, he 
must stay in the country. Under martial law, no man between the ages of 
18 and 60 is allowed to leave. But regardless, Zhitnik says he wouldn’t 
go. 

“I’m going to do whatever I can to try to help,” he says. 

His wife, Lyudmila, has vowed to stay by his side. Her mother and 
brother have stayed, too. Zhitnik’s identical twin brother, Dmitri, and older 
sister, Anna, have also remained. 

Since the invasion began, Zhitnik has traveled across Ukraine aiding in 
the safe passage of women and children to neighboring countries, like 
Poland. More than 2 million Ukrainians have left the country since the 
invasion began, according to the United Nations. They provide food, 
beverages and gasoline to people who need it at the checkpoints mile 
after mile, marked by concrete barricades as Ukrainian special forces 
check IDs, search vehicles, and question where travelers are coming 
from and where they are going. 

Zhitnik communicates with friends in the Ukrainian special forces to find 
out where they can be of most help. He moves goods and people for the 
army as needed, while still working to get children and women out of the 
country. 

Some of his friends in the eastern part of Ukraine are providing food, 
water and medical supplies to Ukrainian troops. Others have joined local 
defense groups, outside of the army, which patrol streets inside in the 
cities. Some have taken up arms. Zhitnik requested weapons but was 
told he had to wait until those with military training or experience in 
combat were armed first. Citizens with their own guns, like hunting rifles, 
now carry them in case they come into contact with Russian troops. 

Overseas in New York, Zhitnik’s adult son and daughter check in with 
their father constantly, trying to make sure he is all right while watching 
the news unfold on television. But the Images they are see are nothing 
like the reality he is witnessing on the ground, he says. Zhitnik has 
watched rockets fly overhead as he’s driven the streets of Kyiv. He can 
hear the bombs exploding and see the smoke rising. He’s seeing the 
firsthand Images of carnage that, he says, people beyond Ukraine’s 
borders can’t quite comprehend. He believes the goal is to exterminate 
the Ukrainian people. 

“They are saying they hit the army points,” he says. “But I was driving, 
and I saw the buildings. I heard everything. I saw two rockets flying over 
my head.” 

Throughout the invasion, Zhitnik has been in touch with Russian friends 
from the game, who he says, seem to be swayed by the rhetoric that 
justifies the invasion and seems to sanitize the devastation of the attacks. 

“For me, I don’t understand how those Russian people don’t know what’s 
going on,” he says. “They ask me what’s going on and I say ‘fellas, just 
open the Internet.’ … They think Putin’s doing everything right. Like 
zombie, zombie, zombie. 

“I know people for a long time. I just can’t believe they’re thinking they do 
right. They didn’t know how many people already died, on both sides. … 
And they have no idea what’s going on.” 

But in the NHL, where he spent 18 years, Zhitnik says he is not surprised 
that more Russian players haven’t spoken out. He believes that many are 
afraid to speak out, knowing the trouble that could bring. 

“If somebody from the NHL, Russian players, are going to say something 
against the war, they’re going to be in trouble. They’re just afraid,” he 
says. “I mean, some people are stupid. I understand that. Some people 
are zombies. They have no idea. And some people are just afraid.” 

Other Ukrainian NHL players have tried to share the realities of what is 
happening in their country. 

Ruslan Fedotenko, who grew up in Kyiv and won two Stanley Cups, is 
watching the devastation unfold from Tampa Bay as he tries to stay in 
contact with his family and friends. 

“For what?” he said, of the devastation unfolding in his homeland. “It’s 
just mind-boggling. It’s surreal.” 

Dmitri Khristich is in Poltava, about 200 miles from Kyiv. The former 
Washington Capital — who scored more points in the NHL than any 
other Ukraine-born player — has pleaded with the international 
community to send military support and close the skies over Ukraine. 

“You’re going to let us be killed,” he said. 

As an 8 p.m. curfew falls across Ukraine, Zhitnik echoes those pleas. 

He believes the Ukrainians can hold their country, if only they can stop 
the rockets falling from the sky. He can see on the TV set he’s watching 
as he talks. He’s seen on the streets he drives each day. 

“Everybody understands that if they close the sky over Ukraine, we’re 
going to be great on the ground,” he says. “On the ground we can do 
fine.” 

And while he doesn’t know how long the fighting will last, Zhitnik says he 
will remain in Ukraine until the war ends, trying to help however he can. 

Through another night, indoors, he listens for sirens while praying for 
silence. Regardless of what comes — or at what cost — Zhitnik believes 
his homeland will endure. 

“We’re going to win — that’s for sure,” he says. “What price we’re going 
to pay for that? It’s tough to predict. But nobody’s going to back down.” 

Dan Robson is Head of Features and a Senior Writer for The Athletic 
Canada. He is an award-winning journalist and the bestselling author of 
several books. Previously he was a Senior Writer at Sportsnet Magazine 
and Sportsnet.ca. Follow Dan on Twitter @RobsonDan. 
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Hart Hype: Is Jonathan Huberdeau truly worthy of league MVP 
consideration? 
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Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman 

 

With 6:10 left in the second period in a late January game against 
Seattle, Mason Marchment changes on the fly. It’s a relatively 
nondescript event that would generally go unnoticed. In this case, it tells 
an important story. 

For eight seconds, there are only four Panthers shown on-screen 
defending the zone with whoever substituted for Marchment nowhere to 
be found. In hockey, a lot can happen in eight seconds. A giveaway turns 
into a deflected pass that finds its way to Yanni Gourde who misses the 
net with a one-timer chance. 

We’re conditioned to forget that part of the play because of what happens 
next: a goal the other way created by the man missing from action for the 
eight seconds prior — Jonathan Huberdeau.  

What he did over the next eight seconds was electrifying: a motivated 
race for the puck, a quick stop-up to shake off the defender, and a no-
look seam pass that found Aleksander Barkov right on the tape. Pure 
offensive magic. 

Those 16 seconds are a perfect microcosm for the entertainingly 
enigmatic season that Huberdeau is having. From “where’s Huberdeau” 
to “there’s Huberdeau” in an instant. It’s the offensive end result that 
we’re trained to focus on and while that is the most important part of a 
forward’s game, it’s not the only part. How he gets there matters too, and 
that detail is often easy to miss. 

Offense makes highlight reels. Offense pays the bills. Offense wins 
awards.  

Offense is the most exciting part of any sport and hockey is no different. 
No normal person goes into a game hoping for a 1-0 trap-fest. They want 
scoring chances, they want odd-man rushes, they want smooth passes 
— they want goals. It’s the primary focus of any game and that’s the lens 
through which the game is usually absorbed. We follow the puck and 
Huberdeau is about as good as it gets with the puck on his stick. 

What happens away from the puck matters though. Huberdeau has 
generated some significant Hart Trophy buzz this season for his 
offensive gifts as the third-leading scorer in the league on an elite team. 
But that hype rings hollow the closer his game is examined. Huberdeau 
is an elite player, one of the league’s best passers, and even wingers — 
but league MVP is a very high bar to clear. 

Last week our latest Awards Watch sparked some intense controversy 
due to Huberdeau’s notable omission from the list of top league MVP 
contenders.  

To many, it seemed hard to fathom that the man who is now third in the 
league in scoring with 78 points was absent in favor of players with less 
prolific production. Huberdeau’s own agent viciously chimed in on the 
apparent slight, ironically accusing a conclusion driven by data to be a 
product of favoritism. There were even accusations of “attention-seeking” 
from a certain Toronto tabloid writer known for just that. 

The backlash was heated, but obviously not unexpected. There’s a lot of 
Huberdeau Hart hype out there and when an analytically-driven piece 
suggests otherwise, it’ll naturally spark debate. When the divide in 
opinion is this wide, the chasm warrants further investigation, a deeper 
dive that was promised in the original piece. It’s in these moments of 
disagreement where the difference between traditional assessment and 
analytics is the most fascinating.  

Here’s what we can all agree on. 

Huberdeau is an incredible offensive talent, especially when it comes to 
distributing the puck. He leads the league in assists for a reason. 
According to Sportlogiq, he ranks sixth in the league in passes to the slot 
at five-on-five which is plain to see from his knack of finding teammates 

in high danger areas. If Huberdeau is dishing it in the offensive zone, 
chances are the next move is a scoring chance. His vision is 
extraordinary and that leads to both quantity and quality with his passes. 
His ability to elevate the shooting percentage of his teammates is among 
the league’s best and it’s why the Panthers always score more goals 
than expected with him on the ice. Just ask Sam Bennett. 

He can generate off the cycle well, but Huberdeau does most of his 
damage off the rush. He’s elite in that regard and is also strong at 
entering the zone with control. There are only a select few that can match 
what he can do with the puck on his stick. 

Those skills are easy to see and recall — especially when they lead to 
goals. The league’s best talents make those plays often enough that their 
ability to do so is cemented in our collective memory. We’re drawn to big 
plays and offensively-minded wingers deliver a lot of memorable ones. 

Huberdeau’s play without the puck is a different story. As is usually the 
case, it comes down to defense — an element of the game that’s 
sometimes hard to notice, difficult to measure effectively, and sometimes 
impossible to agree on. 

That first play is a decent example. It obviously led to a goal, but it 
started with Huberdeau cheating the play — something difficult to notice 
initially without rewatching. There was ample time to get back and help, 
but Huberdeau’s singular focus on offense meant letting the rest of the 
team handle the problem — and then turning into a one-man show the 
other way. There is more good than bad from that play, but how it started 
can’t be ignored. It turns into a pattern and sometimes the end result isn’t 
as pretty. 

Hockey isn’t always about the big play, even on a team as stacked as the 
Panthers that seems to always have those big plays. There’s a lot of 
minutiae in and around those plays that often go unnoticed or forgotten. 
The little things. That’s especially true away from the puck, where 
defense is more often than not the simple absence of something rather 
than something that can be succinctly pinpointed and recalled with ease. 
It’s much trickier to see where Huberdeau’s game is lacking in real-time 
because it often happens away from the puck — and that’s where data 
helps us bridge the gap and identify red flags. 

What it will tell us is that when Huberdeau is on the ice the Panthers 
struggle defensively and that they improve dramatically when he’s on the 
bench. His relative expected goals against rate is 63rd worst among 
league forwards. 

It will tell us that this has been a regular occurrence for Huberdeau for 
the majority of his career. For six straight years, the Panthers allow more 
goals than expected with Huberdeau deployed, and in each of those 
years have allowed more chances with him on the ice too. 

It will tell us that the porous defense cancels out a lot of the good built up 
from his incredible offense. Florida scores 57 percent of the goals with 
Huberdeau on the ice which may seem good, but ranks 10th on the team 
among Florida’s 14 forwards. It’s because of the second-worst ranked 
3.2 goals against per 60 they concede with him on the ice. Sometimes 
that’s just poor luck, but Huberdeau also has the third-worst scoring 
chance against rate. 

There’s clearly something off about Huberdeau’s defensive game — but 
there isn’t much in the data indicating what actually leads to those results 
and why. That it’s been a common thread through his entire career 
doesn’t help his case. 

Data isn’t the whole story and that’s why it’s best to dig into the video to 
see what’s up; whether there is something to Huberdeau’s sketchy 
defensive numbers, or whether there are wrong conclusions being drawn 
from the data. After poring through hours of tape, here’s what we found. 

Huberdeau’s defense 

Now, we didn’t go through every shift from Huberdeau’s season, we 
instead focused on a selective number of games — picked with a 
purpose. 
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We compared Huberdeau’s games side-by-side — Game Score (the 
foundation of GSVA) vs. points — and looked for the largest 
discrepancies. Any major difference between Huberdeau’s total value as 
judged by GSVA and his point total is most likely to show up in these 
specific games. What that looks like is 58 percent of Huberdeau’s games 
not living up to the points he put up — usually because of defense. The 
red dots at the bottom were the ones we targeted as they would be the 
easiest places to uncover why his defensive metrics were so low. 

The chart above is not abnormal for an offensive winger who doesn’t 
really drive play in both directions, nor is it suggesting Huberdeau’s 
production is empty calorie either. Huberdeau isn’t Phil Kessel. But 
accounting for more than just points means Huberdeau’s value drops. 
For comparison, here’s what his teammate Aleksander Barkov looks like 
this season. It’s the exact opposite effect where his Game Score is better 
than his point totals 61 percent of the time. 

The reigning Selke Trophy winner is known for bringing more to his game 
than just scoring as an elite two-way force. Game Score captures that. 
Seeing a player on the opposite end of the spectrum means there’s 
something lacking to his game that implies he’s less valuable than his 
point totals indicate. That’s where Huberdeau falls and that’s not meant 
to be a harsh criticism or bring him down. He is still immensely valuable 
and his point totals are not ignored. But again, MVP is a high bar. That 
requires some necessary nitpicking, especially when the numbers point 
to defensive red flags. 

We know from the data that Huberdeau is on the ice for a number of 
quality chances against. The question is how he contributes to those 
sequences. The answer is more in line with how he doesn’t contribute.  

Huberdeau is extremely active with the puck, but when it’s off his stick 
there isn’t always a strong commitment to get it back. There’s a fair share 
of spectating from the perimeter and floating around the zone — 
watching the play develop, rather than contributing to it. When 
Huberdeau does make an effort to work for the puck and battle, he 
struggles to actually win those battles. His rate of successful recoveries 
in the defensive zone is 12th among Panthers’ forwards with at least 50 
minutes of five-on-five play, according to Sportlogiq, and he ranks 
second-last in defensive zone stick checks. He doesn’t rate much better 
in the offensive zone when trying to keep plays alive by retrieving pucks 
under pressure. 

This was an especially egregious example of all of that. Huberdeau loses 
a race to a loose puck he should’ve won against Jared McCann, giving 
Seattle a Grade A chance. Later in the shift, Seattle gets a chance off the 
rush with Huberdeau looking disinterested in a neutral zone forecheck. 

There’s another one that starts with Huberdeau bobbling a pass and then 
putting little effort into the subsequent puck battle. The latter part is a 
relatively frequent occurrence. What’s also notable with this clip is what 
happens after Florida recovers the rebound. 

Huberdeau blows the zone early, an attempt to stretch Washington’s 
defense and start a counter-attack off the rush. More common than 
Huberdeau losing puck battles was him cheating for offense and being 
the first one out of the defensive zone — even if it wasn’t completely safe 
to do so. This is probably by design as Florida wants Huberdeau to be 
leading the charge offensively as a rush specialist, but there are times 
where it comes back to bite the Panthers. 

This is also true the other way where there were numerous plays where 
the winger was late in returning from the offensive zone to defend. First 
man out, last man in. That can be a consequence of playing so low in the 
offensive end, and rightfully so as one of the better playmakers on the 
team. But it can leave the Panthers a player down when they’re 
defending an incoming rush attempt.  

Take this play against the Coyotes; Arizona rushes into the offensive 
zone, while Huberdeau — the last player back from the Panthers’ 
offensive end — trails the play. He’s gliding through the neutral zone and 
only steps up after his opponent enters with possession. Kessel has all 

the time and space once he receives the puck because Huberdeau 
doesn’t even try to back check. 

It’s not to say that Huberdeau never makes the effort or a strong 
defensive play. It’s that the team can find themselves at a defensive 
disadvantage because this is a clear pattern in his game. It’s all in the 
name of offense and what’s most clear from watching is that going the 
other way is Huberdeau’s number one focus. That’s how it should be for 
an offensive catalyst of his caliber and Florida’s scheme is designed to 
maximize it. But it also comes with risks that Huberdeau’s lack of 
defensive detail can exacerbate. 

Those instances, as shown in the clip above, can ultimately have 
repercussions on the scoresheet. It’s the kind of ‘live by the blade, die by 
the blade’ situation that a team has to find the right balance for. Florida 
has to decide whether all the rush chances Huberdeau earns are worth 
all the counter-attacks he allows — or make necessary adjustments to try 
to minimize what opposing teams are given the other way.   

When it works, it’s electric. 

When it doesn’t… well… 

That’s a style thing and it’s one Florida will live with. It’s not all on 
Huberdeau either, even if he’s generally the one caught farthest up ice. 
The Panthers get a lot more good than bad out of Huberdeau’s affinity for 
a rush-based game, but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t come with some 
drawbacks.  

Combine that with Huberdeau’s below-average defensive game in 
general and there are real issues here worth discussing that do lower his 
total value. For all the offensive vision he has, he doesn’t always make 
the right defensive reads. He either looks out of place while attempting to 
defend, is straight up out of position defending no one, or he 
overcommits and ends up behind the play. 

Again, none of this discounts Huberdeau as an elite player. He isn’t 
always bad defensively and he makes plenty of decent defensive 
contributions too. But if the bar is top five or 10 player league-wide, it’s 
difficult to ignore some of the defensive patterns to his game, patterns 
that do nullify some of the great offensive work he does. They’re patterns 
the Panthers obviously recognize too, and that’s where Huberdeau’s 
usage comes into play.  

Huberdeau’s usage 

In an argument about the league’s most valuable player, a player’s usage 
cannot be discounted under any circumstances. It’s very difficult to go to 
bat for a player who plays on his team’s second line.  

That’s not because Huberdeau is a second-line player — it’s a shrewd 
and calculated choice by the Panthers to optimize their most dangerous 
offensive player in more offensive situations. But it is notable that it’s 
Huberdeau on the second line — not Aleksander Barkov. That choice 
hides Huberdeau from more defensive responsibility at five-on-five. 
(Huberdeau does kill penalties, but even there he’s sheltered by on-the-
fly shifts which are usually given to more offensive-minded players). 

It’s Barkov taking the toughest assignments. It’s Barkov starting shifts in 
the defensive zone. It’s Barkov protecting leads. If you look at the way 
Florida deploys both players, it’s obvious who’s most important — and 
most valuable. It’s Barkov. Huberdeau is deployed in a purely offensive 
role — and that’s a key factor in how strong his numbers look.  

Without Barkov ahead of him in the lineup eating crucial tough minutes, 
it’s difficult to imagine Huberdeau having a similarly strong offensive 
season. He’s at his best when playing defense isn’t a high priority, a 
luxury he’s afforded on the second line. Combine that with his style of 
play — one where he does cheat for offense — and his totals start 
looking a little inflated. 

One of the clearest ways to see this is looking at who Huberdeau plays at 
home — when his coach has last change — and who he plays on the 
road (s/t to Natural Stat Trick for the data for this). Then comparing the 
two. The idea is that when his coach has the ability to set the matchups, 
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he makes life easier for Huberdeau. When he doesn’t, the other team 
has a “pick your poison” scenario between Huberdeau’s line and 
Barkov’s line.  

At home, the average forward Huberdeau faces is nine percent worse (as 
measured by projected five-on-five Game Score), while the average 
defender is 14 percent worse. It’s not a massive difference, but it’s a 
noticeable one. For Barkov, the difference is four percent easier at home 
among average forwards faced and 10 percent harder for average 
defensemen faced. In each case, life is more difficult for Barkov — and 
easier for Huberdeau. That’s most true at home. 

That helps explain why Huberdeau has a league-leading 28 points at 
home at five-on-five (4.32 points-per-60), but just 12 on the road (2.25 
points-per-60). Part of that is likely just variance (quality of competition 
isn’t that important) and that most players are better at home. But the 
difference suggests that when there’s a bigger focus on Huberdeau, he 
does struggle to some extent relative to his usual ability. 

We can also look at how Huberdeau fares against the best-of-the-best, 
regardless of venue. Most players will do worse against elite competition, 
that’s only natural, but for Huberdeau the effect is drastic — and it’s why 
his role on the second line matters when considering him for the MVP.  

Across the board, Huberdeau’s numbers plummet. He scores 
significantly fewer points, he gets out-chanced and out-scored on the 
whole, and his defensive results drop even further. Overall, you get a 
player whose five-on-five Game Score per 60 is at just 1.27 when facing 
the league’s best, and 4.80 when feasting on the rest of the league. 
That’s a 74 percent decrease. 

Barkov, by comparison also sees his production drop, and his on-ice 
numbers suffer — but nowhere near to the same degree. On the whole, 
he still out-chances and outscores elite opponents which is why he’s the 
one getting those matchups most. In total Barkov has a five-on-five 
Game Score per 60 of 2.19 against tough competition. Against the rest of 
the league, it’s 4.54 — a 52 percent decrease. 

Drops are to be expected, even a player as good as Barkov sees a 
decline in his numbers against the opposition’s best. But it’s not nearly as 
bad as the drop Huberdeau experiences and it’s why Barkov is the one at 
the top of the depth chart. When the temperature rises, Huberdeau’s 
game wilts much more. Huberdeau has absolutely crushed his role 
offensively, but the circumstances for doing so were much easier than 
the rest of the MVP field. The fact that he plays fewer minutes against the 
toughest opponents than Barkov (and other MVP hopefuls) needs to be 
factored into the equation.  

A team’s most valuable player isn’t often hidden via softer usage by 
another player. That’s not to say Huberdeau’s minutes are soft by any 
means, they’re still difficult — they’re just not as hard as Barkov’s. That 
makes a massive difference in their numbers. The question shouldn’t be 
whether Huberdeau is having a Hart-calibre season, it’s whether he’s 
even the most valuable player on his own team. 

Florida’s MVP 

With Huberdeau’s poor defensive results hurting his overall value, and 
his offensive results potentially boosted by secondary usage, it shouldn’t 
be controversial to question who Florida’s actual MVP is. 

Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau (Jerome Miron / USA 
TODAY) 

Barkov has played 13 fewer games, but by GSVA he ranks 0.04 wins 
ahead of Huberdeau — and 1.2 wins better over a full season. If you’re 
looking for Florida’s MVP, it’s the team’s best player. That’s still Barkov. 
His point pace isn’t far off from Huberdeau’s (106 over 82 games 
compared to Huberdeau’s 112), he’s doing it with a heavier ratio of goals 
to assists and he remains one of the most dominant two-way players in 
the league. Florida’s expected and actual goal rate is much higher with 
Barkov on the ice compared to Huberdeau, and that’s despite the former 
playing much harder minutes. These are all things hockey people usually 
care about (being a complete player, handling tough minutes, positional 

importance, out-playing opponents), but they all seem to be absent when 
discussing Huberdeau’s candidacy. 

It’s not just Barkov either. Aaron Ekblad has had a tremendous season 
himself that ranks third in GSVA for the year among defenders… and 0.1 
wins ahead of Huberdeau. Being a high-scoring defenseman is part of 
the reason for his incredible value, but it’s mostly due to Ekblad being 
one of the best two-way defenders in hockey this season. Again, in tough 
minutes. Ekblad eats those up like few others in the league and that’s 
arguably more important to Florida’s bottom line than Huberdeau’s one-
dimensional production in a secondary role. Barkov and Ekblad are there 
in any and every situation. Huberdeau’s usage is much more specialized. 
That should matter. 

Florida has an incredible trifecta here and it’s why the Panthers are one 
of the league’s best teams this season. Huberdeau is a huge part of that, 
but if we’re being honest about who the team would miss most between 
him, Barkov and Ekblad — he’s the third wheel.  

At five-on-five, the absence of Barkov and Ekblad is noticeable as the 
Panthers outscore and out-chance their opponents more with either on 
the ice by a decent margin. With Huberdeau, the team is actually slightly 
worse, going from a 53 percent expected goals and 57 percent actual 
goals with him to 55 percent expected goals and 61 percent actual goals 
without him. Huberdeau shouldn’t be punished for being on a great team 
and it’s important to consider his strong raw totals because of that. But 
“most valuable player” should mean the team actually performs better 
with him on the ice. Florida doesn’t — and it’s very rare a player gets 
nominated for the Hart Trophy with such results. 

Following up on this, I was curious how many Hart trophy nominees were 
similar to Huberdeau in that their team has a better 5v5 goal differential 
when they're not on the ice. 

Turns out there were two out of 40 nominees: 2015 Ovechkin and 2016 
Benn. https://t.co/zYLcXjiMEd pic.twitter.com/CwX01uYyAr 

— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) March 4, 2022 

All of this would be somewhat understandable if this was a shallow Hart 
Trophy field, but it isn’t. It’s one of the deepest fields in recent memory 
and there are a plethora of better options than Huberdeau — a player 
who doesn’t even have a very convincing case of being his own team’s 
MVP. 

Auston Matthews is scoring at a 60-goal pace while being an elite two-
way force. Igor Shesterkin looks like he might set some goaltending 
records. Connor McDavid is outscoring Huberdeau despite playing on a 
worse team with worse linemates with worse puck luck against tougher 
competition while actually bringing positive defensive value. Cale Makar 
is literally redefining his position. Johnny Gaudreau, Brad Marchand, and 
Kirill Kaprizov are not far off from Huberdeau’s scoring rate and dominate 
play at five-on-five as their team’s top-line focal point. Victor Hedman is 
the league’s most complete defenseman. That doesn’t even include 
teammates of some of those players (Matthew Tkachuk, Mikko 
Rantanen, Patrice Bergeron, Leon Draisaitl) who are also showing more 
demonstrable value than Huberdeau. Finding at least 10 names to put 
ahead of Huberdeau isn’t hard, and that’s without including Barkov or 
Ekblad either. Every player listed has a higher GSVA than Huberdeau by 
a decent margin, plays top line/pair minutes, and doesn’t have the 
defensive red flags that Huberdeau does. 

It’s easy to see why Huberdeau is earning a lot of hype as an elite player 
that’s third in scoring from one of the league’s strongest teams. He’s 
incredibly dynamic and a highlight reel passer who’s in the mix for the 
league scoring race.  

But it really does feel like his biggest claim to fame this year is… that he’s 
third in scoring. Not first. Third. An assist-heavy third at that. His 
defensive game is relatively suspect and he’s being insulated by a 
stronger forward on the top line — for good reason since he struggles 
defensively and against tough competition. 
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To be considered the league MVP, being third in scoring should not be 
enough — not when that’s the strongest part of Huberdeau’s resume and 
not when there are other parts of his game that are lacking against a 
stacked field. It’s 2022, we can be better than defaulting to points. 
They’re an important part of the conversation, but they aren’t the only 
part and in these debates that often gets ignored. 

The NHL already has an award for scoring, it’s called the Art Ross and 
Huberdeau looks to be a major threat for that.  

For the Hart Trophy, however, his case looks far less compelling.  

Data via Sportlogiq, Evolving-Hockey, NaturalStatTrick, and 
AllThreeZones 
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Sportsnet.ca / Goaltending at height of Maple Leafs' struggles in OT loss 
to Coyotes 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Six long days and 18 allowed goals ago, Kyle Dubas 
looked into the cameras and gave his acquired goaltending tandem a 
firm stamp of approval. 

Sure, the trade deadline is just around the corner. OK, so both Toronto 
Maple Leafs goalies can’t seem to last 60 minutes without pulling four 
pucks out of the back of their net. 

Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek would be his guys. 

“I'm not concerned about either one of them,” Dubas said last Friday. He 
sounded convinced if not convincing. “They both have shown themselves 
to be good goalies — and they will be.” 

They might be, sure. Eventually. Maybe. 

But neither has been good — or even a threat to league average — for 
more than two months running. 

Remaining Time -2:21 

Goaltending becoming key concern for Leafs following overtime loss to 
Coyotes 

Campbell surprised Thursday morning with news that he had been 
dealing with a rib injury that will require a minimum of two weeks to heal. 

Naturally, coach Sheldon Keefe said the net Petr Mrazek’s for the 
foreseeable future. 

Hey, that’s why the organization turned the page on Frederik Andersen in 
the off-season and committed more term and a pretty penny to Mrazek. 

“This most certainly will be an opportunity for Petr to run with it here,” 
Keefe proclaimed. 

Mrazek punted his opportunity on first down Thursday, taking a seat on 
the bench for a dramatic 5-4overtime loss to the Arizona Coyotes — a 
roster designed for high lottery odds and a roster that swept its season 
series against the Leafs 2-0 solely because it received adequate 
goaltending. 

Mrazek surrendered four goals on the Coyotes’ first 12 shots before 
getting the hook and burying his squad into a 4-1 hole. 

“To be honest, I wanted to do it after two,” Keefe said. Yikes. “It’s hard. 
It’s hard mentally on the guys.” 

Mrazek would admit it wasn’t his night after he gave up a juicy rebound to 
Alex Galchenyuk two minutes in. 

“That’s as tough a goal as we’ve given up all season to start a game,” 
Keefe said. “That stuff takes the wind out of the sails, for sure.” 

Mrazek agreed: “That was easy first save.” 

Even more baffling was seeing Jakob Chychrun’s off-speed whiff squeak 
through as Mrazek overplayed a 2-on-1 in which Phil Kessel was looking 
pass all the way: 

Remaining Time -0:48 

Chychrun scores after whiffing on puck with Mrazek out of position 

Two goals later, prospect Erik Källgren went from an emergency call-up 
for morning skate to making his NHL debut mid-game. Keefe had no 
other choice. He and his players had lost confidence in their GM’s $11.4-
million investment. 

“Try to keep the head clear and just go out there and just embrace the 
moment,” Källgren said. “It’s a lot to take in. Obviously you dreamt about 
playing in this league since you were a kid. Today, it happened for me. 
Definitely a night I’ll remember.” 

Ironically, Källgren was drafted by Arizona back in 2015. His entry-level 
contract was mutually terminated with the Coyotes in 2019, and the Leafs 
— notoriously light when it comes to a goaltending pipeline — scooped 
him up as a free agent. 

“Toronto is a hockey town, and I’ve heard a lot about it. We’ve had a 
couple big Swedes play here,” said Källgren, who was convinced to sign 
after a positive conversation with Dubas. “It was a no-brainer when I got 
the chance.” 

The rookie held fort and earned a standings point, kicking out 10 saves 
while the Leafs’ relentless forwards mounted yet another comeback, 
scoring three unanswered in the third period from Alexander Kerfoot, 
Auston Matthews, and William Nylander. (The latter woke up after a brief 
demotion to the fourth line.) 

“Calm, cool, collected. Big saves. For a guy making his first start under 
those circumstances with no heads up, I thought he was excellent,” 
Keefe raved of Källgren. “Fans were terrific. I loved how they welcomed 
him into the game.” 

Chychrun scored a controversial OT winner after missed penalty calls on 
John Tavares and Matthews. 

Remaining Time -1:23 

Matthews incensed after non-call leads to Chychrun OT winner 

For the Leafs, their dramatic comeback comes parcelled with an ominous 
undercurrent. 

Come May, it won’t matter much if Toronto’s skaters gain a decided edge 
in chances and zone time and all the charts and graphs the world’s most 
advanced analytics program can spit out. 

Even with an AM34 cheat code upfront, Toronto will not survive a seven-
game series with Commodore 64 goaltending. 

The question for Dubas is as simple as it is complicated: Is Dubas 
concerned enough to make a move? Or does he survey a thin 
goaltending trade market, cross his fingers, and bet on a refreshed 
Campbell. Or pray Källgren can be some sort of Binnington-esque gem 
culled from the minors? 

The trade deadline is 10 days away. 

The question for Keefe is more immediate: How do you not start Källgren 
in Sunday’s outdoor game? 

“We’ll see what happens,” Källgren said. “I just try to work hard. That’s 
about it. I guess I’ve done something right.” 
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Watch the Maple Leafs and Canucks play on Sportsnet 

The Toronto Maple Leafs take on a fierce rival Saturday night when the 
Vancouver Canucks visit Scotiabank Arena. Here's how to watch the 
game on Sportsnet. 

Watch the live broadcast, starting at 7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT 

Stream live on Sportsnet NOW, starting at 7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Jakob Chychrun, whose name has been circulating the rumour mill for 
months, loves coming back to this city. The defenceman played minor 
midget for the GTHL’s Toronto Junior Canadiens and still has some ties 
here. 

“Toronto is the mecca, so it’s always great to be here,” Chychrun says. 
“It’s pretty cool being here, just seeing how big the game is, how 
passionate everybody is. So, it’s definitely fun coming here." 

• Alex Galchenyuk says although last summer’s playoff loss to Montreal 
was devastating, the possibility of a Maple Leafs return was presented 
itself in free agency. “In the end, I went where I felt comfortable,” he says. 

The winger/centre signed a one-year deal for the league minimum in 
Arizona. He matched last season’s goal (five) total and surpassed last 
season’s point total (13) Thursday with a goal and an assist in his return. 

• Despite being a healthy scratch since Jan. 19, Kyle Clifford inked a two-
year extension ($762,500 AAV) with the Leafs Wednesday. Keefe has 
Clifford take warmups with the group and likens his positive presence in 
the room to that of the injured Jake Muzzin. 

“His character is top notch; his experience can't be questioned,” Keefe 
says. “The new deal, it makes a lot of sense to have him around and in 
the mix. He's hungry to play, and I'm aware that.” 

With left wing Nick Robertson called up, the organization is simply telling 
Clifford to be patient. 

• The Maple Leafs lead in the NHL in bench minors (10). The only 
penalty called for either team all night was Keefe’s automatic delay-of-
game for incorrectly challenging offsides on Chychrun’s first goal. 

Neither Matthews nor Keefe wanted to publicly rip the referees for 
missing obvious penalties in the fourth period. 

“You guys watch the games,” Keefe said. 

• Tourigny is a fun quote. When asked if he has a game plan to stop 
Auston Matthews: “If I find it, I will make a lot of money.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Back-trick hat-trick: Gaudreau's sneaky goals give Flames 
another impressive win 

 

Eric Francis 

 

CALGARY — A back-trick hat-trick, and a Backlund backbreaker, got the 
Calgary Flames back in the conversation as one of the NHL’s best outfits 
Thursday. 

Okay, sorry, let’s back it up for a second. 

Facing a Tampa Bay Lightning squad that won back-to-back Stanley 
Cups, the Flames used a back-door approach to solve the world’s best 
backstop. 

As the Flames continue to find ways to win games, Johnny Gaudreau’s 
first two of three goals were bank-shots off the behind of Tampa Bay 
netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy, begging the question: did he do well in his 
trigonometry tests in high school? 

"No, I didn’t do good on any test in high school," beamed Gaudreau after 
extending his seven-game point streak in his team’s 4-1 win at the 
Saddledome. 

"The first goal he was kind of out of his net, and wasn’t on the post, so I 
tried to bank it off his butt there. The second one was pure luck. I just 
threw it right back in front of the net and it hit his hip or something and 
bounced in." 

Remaining Time -2:33 

Gaudreau picks up sixth career hat trick against Lightning 

As far as tests go, this one was as big as the Flames have passed since 
Sunday’s overtime win in Colorado. 

Surely the rest of the league is taking notice of a deep, talented squad 
that is pulling away from the Pacific Division thanks to a 15-2-1 run. 

Their latest win saw the strength of the Flames penalty-killing unit, which 
helped the hosts cling to an early 1-0 lead despite six minutes of 
shorthanded play in which Jacob Markstrom was every bit as spectacular 
as Vasilevskiy. 

With one minute left in the second period Gaudreau scored an almost 
identical goal from behind the goal line, followed by a Mikael Backlund 
redirection 52 seconds later — a combination Darryl Sutter referred to as 
a "deep cut." 

The Flames held the Lightning to five shots in the third before Gaudreau 
completed his sixth career hat trick. 

“It’s awesome, it’s a really cool feeling,” said Gaudreau of a moment that 
saw a crowd of 15,689 litter the ice with hats before breaking into chants 
of, “John-ny, John-ny.” 

“It’s an even cooler feeling when the whole fans are chanting your name. 
It’s pretty special. I don’t take those for granted. It was a pretty cool 
moment there.” 

Remaining Time -2:11 

Flames establishing themselves as true contenders following victory over 
Lightning 

The Flames are in the midst of a pretty cool moment too, as Sutter’s 
structure has helped build this team into a legitimate Cup contender. 

But don’t tell Sutter, Markstrom or anyone else in the organization that. 

"It’s always fun to play the teams that are in the top and they’re a team 
that has been at the top for a long time," said Markstrom, who finished 
with 30 saves to hand the Bolts their second-straight regulation loss for 
the first time this season. 

"But it’s still two points, nothing more or nothing less." 

It’s that mentality that has done well to ensure the Flames don’t get 
complacent — a trap they’ve fallen into with this core before. 

Earlier in the day, when Sutter was asked about the NHL’s model 
franchise, he raved about their ability to combine skill with size — 
something the Flames have done well to emulate this season. 

"They’ve been getting credit for lots of offence but they’re going to pound 
you into the ice, they’re going to push your goalie out of the game if they 
can," said Sutter. 

The Flames did well to respond to Tampa’s brawn with plenty of their 
own. 

Late in the evening the Lightning took exception to a Sean Monahan 
crosscheck on Steven Stamkos that prompted Tampa’s captain to later 
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drop the gloves and start throwing punches while the Flames veteran 
refused to respond in kind. 

Former Lightning stalwart Blake Coleman exhibited some grit after taking 
a puck to the face late in the proceedings, only to return to the bench with 
four minutes left with a stitched-up eye and split open lip. 

"That’s normal for champions," said Sutter. 

There was nothing normal about how Gaudreau scored, although it was 
clear the 26-goal scorer fully intended both bank shots. 

"It’s a tough play… Johnny was quick-thinking to throw it right away, 
before (Vasilevskiy) can get inside his posts there," Markstrom said. 
"That’s a goal scorer’s goal and it was a huge goal for us tonight. Two of 
them." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite deadline buzz, Canucks have time to determine 
Miller and Boeser's futures 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – There is a difference between making phone calls and 
receiving them. 

Anyone can make a phone call asking about acquiring a player. But the 
key is making the call about selling one. Yes, for those who remember 
Seinfeld, that sounds a little like Jerry standing in front of a rental car 
counter. 

The Vancouver Canucks have not been making calls trying to trade J.T. 
Miller. They weren’t shopping him a month ago when Miller trade 
speculation exploded, and they aren’t shopping him now that the centre’s 
10-game points streak is elevating his season to among the best by a 
Canuck forward this century. 

Vancouver hockey-operations president Jim Rutherford declined 
Thursday to speak specifically about any of his players who have been 
thrown into the conjecture cauldron ahead of the National Hockey 
League’s trade deadline on March 21, but said inquiries are part of the 
business. 

“Teams do their work, what they always do under the course of 
business,” Rutherford said. “They call about different players and general 
managers will talk back and forth. But that is far from meaning that a 
player's being traded.” 

Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin told Sportsnet last month that the 
plan for Miller, under contract for another season at $5.25 million, is to sit 
down in the summer and discuss how his future might match the team’s. 
Miller turns 29 on Monday, an age that Allvin believes doesn’t preclude a 
contract extension in Vancouver. 

The GM reiterated that plan this week in an interview with The Athletic, 
telling Pierre LeBrun: “We don’t need to force anything here. He’s 
hopefully a guy that we can continue to have here in Vancouver. But we 
haven’t gone down that path yet. It’s something we’ll get into this 
summer.” 

With only depth forwards Tyler Motte and Alex Chiasson, and backup 
goalie Jaroslav Halak eligible after this season for unrestricted free 
agency, management feels no urgency to trade a core player before 
March 21. 

“Nothing has changed,” Rutherford said Thursday. “That's what we've 
been saying since we've been here.” 

Then what about the breathless public discussion on Miller and Brock 
Boeser and other Canucks? 

“You think we're the only team in the league (with rumours) that their 
players are being traded?” Rutherford said, bemused, not upset. “It 
happens in every city. This is the time of year that it happens. Players are 
smart enough to know that most of the things out there. . . do not come 
directly from the people that are making the decisions. The players 
understand that that is not coming from us.” 

The only thing nearly as surprising as the Canucks’ 21-8-4 turnaround 
under Rutherford and coach Bruce Boudreau is that the head of hockey-
ops, a renowned gunslinger when he was winning two Stanley Cups with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, is three months into the job in Vancouver and 
has yet to make a trade. 

If he makes one or more in the next 11 days, it is far more likely to 
involve Halak or Motte than one of the core players whose contracts give 
management time after the season to make fully-measured decisions 
and with a broader field of potential trading partners than what exists 
under trade-deadline cap pressure. 

The Canucks will have to convince Halak to waive his no-movement 
clause in order to trade the goalie and next season’s bonus overage of at 
least $1.25 million. 

Motte would be a handy depth piece for a lot of teams, but the Canucks 
may yet try to re-sign the player whose speed, work ethic, character and 
consistency fit the culture the new regime is trying to shape in Vancouver 
– even if it means letting March 21 pass without a new deal. 

The problem with keeping Boeser is a $7.5-million qualifying offer due to 
the looming restricted free agent. But, as with Miller’s future, this is an 
issue the Canucks have some time to navigate. 

“I've said it several times since I've been here: these guys deserve the 
chance to keep going and hopefully that's the way it works out,” 
Rutherford said his players, who remain three points out of a playoff spot 
despite the stunning rebound from a 6-14-2 first quarter. “I mean, even 
teams that don't look to make trades can still make a trade. But it would 
be good to see this group play it out and see where it goes.” 

At his introductory press conference in December, Rutherford suggested 
without fanfare that the dismal team he was inheriting “may be even a 
little better than people think.” 

He was wrong. It is a lot better, although Rutherford insisted on Thursday 
that he is not surprised. 

With eight wins in their last 10 games, the Canucks play the Washington 
Capitals Friday at Rogers Arena. 

“All we can ask is the players keep working the way they're working,” he 
said. “We know that there was a hole dug here early and we may run out 
of runway. But they just give it all they've got and we see where it ends 
up. And regardless how it ends up, it's a building block. It makes it easier 
to evaluate players for our hockey staff. It makes it better for the players 
learning how to win on a consistent basis. 

“It's not going to be about whether we make the playoffs or not. It's how 
players play in these situations, how they deal with attention to detail. 
Can they play within a structure? All those things we have to work on in 
order to be better than what we are now.” 

And all of that sounds like Rutherford and Allvin will be keeping as many 
core pieces as possible, while still trying to deepen and add speed to a 
team that since Dec. 5 has the fifth-best record in the NHL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six potential trade destinations for Canadiens' Ben Chiarot 
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Emily Sadler 

 

Ben Chiarot has quickly become one of the most in-demand trade targets 
in the NHL, and it’s easy to see why. 

The Montreal Canadiens defenceman fits the prototype perfectly. He’s 
big, plays a physical game, and has performed very well in just about 
every situation on a team that otherwise ... well ... hasn’t. He can play on 
both sides of the blue line (though the left-shot suits up most often on the 
left), and plays a smart net-front game. 

And while he’s not necessarily known for his offence, he’s also been 
putting up strong numbers there – especially of late, upping his trade 
value with every outing. He’s a proven performer in the playoffs, as we’ve 
seen in the past two years. Last spring, he was a major driving force in 
the club’s Cinderella run to the Stanley Cup Final, starring alongside 
Shea Weber in the top pairing of a team that seemed to shut down 
opponents with ease. 

And then there’s his cap hit. Coming in at $3.5 million, the pending UFA 
is one of the more affordable options for teams in search of top-four d-
men who are pure rentals. Of course, that does drive up the asking price. 

Reports are indicating that it’ll cost at least a first-round pick to land 
Chiarot’s services down the stretch. 

That's the floor, and it’s on par with what the Tampa Bay Lightning paid 
for then-Columbus Blue Jacket (and current Montreal Canadien) David 
Savard last spring. The Lightning traded a first- and a third-round pick to 
Columbus and also sent a fourth-rounder to the Detroit Red Wings, who 
retained a quarter of the cap hit. (That cost also covered the Blue 
Jackets' retaining of half of Savard's hit, resulting in the Lightning paying 
just a quarter of his AAV.) 

The Canadiens are not being coy about his availability. It’s not a matter 
of if they trade the pending UFA but when. And considering he’s back 
from a recent injury and is playing some of his best hockey, they’d be 
smart to move him as soon as they can. 

“There’s a lot of exploring that goes into this type of process. I’m 
guessing teams are trying to understand what the cost of Chiarot is 
versus another potential option and they’re going to make their 
decisions,” Montreal Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes told 
Sportsnet’s Eric Engels in a Q&A earlier this week. “Conversely, we 
would look and compare different options of what fits best for us.” 

It's worth noting that Chiarot does have a modified no-trade clause, which 
allows him to submit a 10-team list of destinations he’s not willing to go 
to. It’s unlikely that’ll factor in much here, as he’s guaranteed to go 
somewhere with a strong shot to win. 

A gritty defender who can play top-pairing minutes and knows what it 
takes to be one of two teams left standing? You can sign a lot of 
franchises up for that – close to 16, in fact. So, with that in mind, and in 
hopes of narrowing things down, here are six teams that could be the 
best fits to land Chiarot based on need, perceived fit, return and latest 
reports. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Though there’s plenty of speculation about whether the Leafs should be 
trying to bring in another goaltender before the deadline, general 
manager Kyle Dubas made it clear to reporters last week that the blue 
line is priority No. 1. Does that change with Thursday’s news of Jack 
Campbell’s injury? The netminder is to be sidelined for the next two 
pivotal weeks. 

In addition to plenty of speculation in net, Toronto is going be linked to 
every defenceman available from now until 3 p.m. ET on March 21 – 
including, of course, Ducks star Hampus Lindholm. 

How much cap space Dubas has to work with will depend on Jake 
Muzzin’s health and how likely he is to be cleared for a return to the 
lineup by the end of the regular season. Chiarot’s relatively affordable 
cap hit – especially if cap retention is part of trade talks – could be the 
answer either way. But that’s not the only reason he’s got major appeal 
to the Maple Leafs. 

Leafs management consistently talks about wanting to be tougher to play 
against, and in the post-season that want becomes a need. Chiarot fills 
that – Leafs forwards have experienced that much first-hand. 

The Leafs, who were interested in Chiarot when he was a free agent in 
2019 before he signed with the Canadiens, have all kinds of questions on 
defence, and it’s safe to say a playoff push with its current core wouldn’t 
exactly incite a lot of confidence for this must-win team. Injecting a 
versatile, top-pair rearguard would give the club a little bit more breathing 
room on that front. Once Muzzin’s back in the fold, you’ve suddenly got a 
blue line that matches the expectations of its playoff-ready forward group. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

The Blues’ blue line has seen big improvements this season – big, as in 
6-foot-5 Niko Mikkola, who has worked his way into not just the regular 
rotation but a top-four role. Lately, he’s been getting top-pair minutes 
alongside 6-foot-6 Colton Parayko – a fearsome duo indeed. The 
development of Mikkola with Parayko has been a great story for the 
Blues, and allows Torey Krug and Justin Faulk to be at their best paired 
together. But there’s not much flexibility, and plenty of room of 
improvement. 

Bringing in Chiarot could be just the ticket. His physicality would make 
him an intriguing pairing for Mikkola or Parayko if needed, and his smart 
playmaking and sound defence could also see him as the perfect 
complementary player for either Krug or Faulk, too, allowing head coach 
Craig Berube maximum flexibility throughout what the club hopes will be 
a long playoff run. 

The Blues have all of their first-round picks the next three years, but 
would have to do some salary-cap juggling in the form of a player-in, 
player-out type deal if Chiarot is to fit. 

CALGARY FLAMES 

According to Elliotte Friedman, the Flames showed interest in Chiarot 
before they traded for his teammate Tyler Toffoli. It would makes sense 
for the trading partners to get back on the phone, especially considering 
Calgary’s all-in status. Of course, that trade could also be a deterrent – 
after all, it cost Calgary its 2022 first-round pick to bring Toffoli in. Do they 
want to deal another one away in 2023? 

The Flames were recently reminded of the rearguard’s ability to produce 
a little offence, too, when Chiarot’s two-goal outing secured the 
Canadiens’ upset win in overtime. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 

The Panthers are pretty much the definition of “all-in” this season, and no 
real contender’s trade deadline is complete without the acquisition of a 
reliable defenceman. 

Behind the top pairing of Aaron Ekblad and MacKenzie Weegar is an 
opportunity for improvement. Or, perhaps, an acquisition of Chiarot 
means being able to split up the top pair. 

It’s worth wondering if someone such as Owen Tippett would be in play 
here. The Panthers’ first-rounder from 2017 has been a popular talking 
point the last few months as an intriguing piece in a trade. He’s been 
excellent in the AHL this year but has yet to really break into the 
Panthers’ deep roster in any sustainable way and is a clear candidate for 
a fresh start. He’ll also be an RFA this summer. He could be an ideal fit 
for a rebuilding Canadiens club focused on the future. 

BOSTON BRUINS 
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What was once a solid strength of the perennially contending Bruins is 
now a source of questions – particularly when it comes to who suits up 
alongside the elite Charlie McAvoy. Mike Reilly can sometimes be the 
answer, but “sometimes” isn’t good enough for a team looking to make 
another run – a run that might just be its last with its current core, as 
captain Patrice Bergeron faces a big decision this off-season about his 
playing future. 

Is Chiarot the answer? If they’re seeking a sustainable solution, probably 
not, considering he’s a rental. But if it’s a quick fix Boston is after, this 
one makes a ton of sense. Chiarot is used to getting top-pairing minutes 
and could fit in seamlessly alongside McAvoy. That would then ease the 
pressure on Reilly and allow him to do what he does best in a role with a 
slightly dimmer spotlight in a middle pairing. Boston’s cap situation is also 
not quite as bleak as that of other clubs on this list, which means there’s 
not as much pressure to complete a true hockey trade. Sending picks to 
Montreal feels like a no-brainer in order to stretch the window of 
contention and give its captain a proper shot at another Cup. 

NEW YORK RANGERS 

The Rangers are a team that on paper kind of has it all. A fun, fast 
offensive group, a young defensive core headlined by Norris winner 
Adam Fox and a goalie in Igor Shesterkin who's earning not just Vezina-
level praise but a strong case for MVP, too. 

What they lack, though, is that ever-valuable intangible called playoff 
experience. If the Rangers are to add before the deadline, you’ve got to 
believe they’re eyeing someone who knows how it feels to play hockey in 
June. Chiarot brings that quality at an affordable price, and the 
acquisition of a rental would also send a strong message to this roster 
that it’s ready to truly contend again. 

In addition to cap space, the Rangers also have all of their first-round 
picks the next few years and other interesting players that could be 
moved. If Montreal wants to shore up its crease with a more solid backup 
or a 1b option amid ongoing uncertainties with Carey Price, might they be 
interested in Alexander Georgiev? They should be. He's an RFA after 
this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Phil Kessel pulls off ‘quite a manoeuvre’ to keep ironman 
streak alive 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – As if the two Stanley Cup rings and the contract-year 
incentive weren’t enough, the ironman will return to Toronto Thursday 
bolstered by a weapon he’s never brought to any of his previous 1,178 
NHL games: Dad strength. 

Thanks to Arizona Coyotes owner Alex Meruelo arranging a charter flight 
Tuesday night in Detroit, Phil Kessel hopped on the ice for a single shift, 
kept his ironman streak rolling (956 games and counting), then jetted 
back to Phoenix to witness the birth of his firstborn. 

“Craziest experience of my life,” Kessel texted to his teammates, along 
with photos of his and longtime girlfriend Sandra Pereira’s brand-new 
baby girl, Kapri Mary Kessel. 

“She’s so cute,” Jakob Chychrun confirmed. “I’m sure it’s going to change 
him for the better and excited to see him with a baby in his arms.” 

Incredible, right? 

More incredible: Coach André Tourigny revealed that Kessel wanted to 
hang around and play the whole game for the team. Smartly, the coach 

encouraged him to hop aboard Air Force Eighty-One and welcome his 
child: "It's way more important than any hockey game." 

“Pretty incredible,” says Arizona native Auston Matthews. “He loves 
playing. He’s getting right back on the road and right back at it. So, I’m 
not too surprised. It’s quite a manoeuvre that he pulled. Hats off to him.” 

Kessel is travelling back across the continent Thursday and will arrive 
just in time for puck drop against his old team, the Maple Leafs. 

“You will see a smile from everybody in our room. We're all happy for 
him, happy for his family. Everybody's healthy. So that's fantastic,” said 
Tourigny, who is happy to limit Kessel’s minutes for such an unusual 
situation. “He will be tired. He has to be. Emotionally, physically, the 
travel. It’s one game. 

“We'll take what he has.... It’s a special situation, and I’m all for it.” 

Survey folks around the game, and they’re all for Kessel’s ascent up the 
ironman ranks. 

Doug Jarvis held the title for 35 years with an incredible 964 consecutive 
games played. Keith Yandle surpassed Jarvis earlier this season and 
must hear Kessel’s skate-steps coming. 

Kessel is nipping at Yandle’s heels, keeping pace just 22 games behind. 
With any luck, Kessel, too, will leap Jarvis this month. 

If you were to factor in playoffs, which the record books do not, the gap 
tightens. Kessel has played an additional 81 games during his streak. 

Yandle has 58 and was healthy-scratched during the Florida Panthers–
Tampa Bay Lightning series in May. 

Trade bait Kessel, 34, is 13 months younger than Yandle, and his 
production has bounced back since his rough first season in Arizona 
(2019-20). 

Both Kessel and Yandle, now skating third-pair minutes for a struggling 
Flyers squad, need contracts for the 2022-23 season. The streak 
matters. 

“You cheer for those guys,” says Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly. “Phil 
being able to play as many games as he has, you start to appreciate that 
more and you start to admire it more. ... That spirit that he has. He really 
loves the game.” 

Rielly fondly recalls Kessel and then-roommate Tyler Bozak taking him 
and Jake Gardiner out for dinners and talking sports when he was just a 
Leafs rookie. 

“You never really know what's gonna come out of his mouth. Usually, it’s 
pretty funny,” said Matthews, who golfs with Kessel in the off-season. “I 
don’t think the stories you hear do him justice.” 

Even with a trade threatening to move him to a contender, Papa Kessel 
is the same guy — all chirps and chatter — with the young Coyotes. 

“He’s a big kid with us,” Chychrun said. “He’s just himself. That’s what 
makes him unique and special. I don’t think he’s a guy that would change 
the way he acts for anybody. 

“If he doesn’t know you, you would think this guy doesn’t talk. He’s shy. 
He’s nervous. But when he’s with us, he’s the most normal guy ever.” 

Tourigny counts on his fingers all the people in his life that ask about the 
indestructible enigma that is Phil the Thrill. 

“My friends, my family, my son, my daughter, everybody ...” the coach 
began. “People have an image of him that’s totally wrong, and I will put 
myself in that (category).” 

When Tourigny arrived in the desert, he rolled his eyes at reports that 
Kessel was a nice guy who tries hard and loves the game. But once the 
two went out for dinner, it didn’t take long for Tourigny to join Team Phil. 
Now, he’s the player the coach talks with most. 
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Tourigny remembered asking Kessel about how he’s perceived: “Your 
image ...” 

Kessel stopped him. 

“I don’t care. I know who I am,” Kessel replied. “People who know me, 
what they think of me, that's what's important for me.” 

Tourigny knows Kessel now. 

“And he's a really good human being,” Tourigny said. “You won't find 
anybody around our team who will say anything bad about Phil. He is 
probably the most popular guy in the room.” 

And he has the most air miles. 
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TSN.CA / With Campbell out, Mrazek gets chance to control crease 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Arizona Coyotes skated at Scotiabank Arena on 
Thursday.  

Jack Campbell will miss at least two weeks with a rib injury.  

"He tweaked something a week or so ago, and aggravated that the other 
night in our game," coach Sheldon Keefe revealed. "We knew that he 
was uncomfortable after the game and yesterday he wasn't feeling a lot 
better, so they sent him for some tests and ultimately found out this 
morning that he's going to need some time."  

Petr Mrazek, who has started consecutive games only once this season, 
will now get his first chance to carry the load for the Leafs.  

"I think he's in a good place," Keefe said. "This situation, right here, is the 
exact reason why you go out and sign a guy like Petr to partner with 
Jack." 

Has this injury contributed to Campbell's recent run of poor play?  

"I don't think it's been around that long," Keefe stressed. "I don't think 
that's anything at play." 

Erik Kallgren has been recalled from the American Hockey League on an 
emergency basis and will dress as the backup goalie.  

"They really like him down with the Marlies," said Keefe, "His play's been 
good, but they really like his demeanour and work ethic and those kind of 
things."  

With Campbell sidelined, opportunity knocks for Mrazek 

With the Maple Leafs' announcement that goaltender Jack Campbell will 
be sidelined for a couple of weeks due to a rib injury, Petr Mrazek will get 
a run as the team's starter. Head coach Sheldon Keefe, Auston 
Matthews, and Morgan Rielly all spoke about Campbell's tough break, as 
well as the opportunity presented for Petr Mrazek. 

--- 

Long-time linemates John Tavares and William Nylander have been split 
up.  

"Both guys, in their own way, haven't played to their individual standard," 
Keefe explained. "When that happens, the line is going to suffer, 
obviously. It's not just that it hasn't produced at a high level, it's that 
they've been scored on a lot as a group. That's not good enough, so we 
need to shake some things up." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Leafs have been outscored 20-10 over the 
past 20 games with Tavares and Nylander on the ice in five-on-five play.  

Tavares will now skate between Nick Robertson and Ondrej Kase while 
Nylander joins centre Alex Kerfoot and Wayne Simmonds. The line of 
David Kampf between Ilya Mikheyev and Pierre Engvall will stay 
together, as will the top line of Auston Matthews between Michael 
Bunting and Mitch Marner. 

"We've been talking a ton about the Matthews, Bunting and Marner line 
and for good reason," Keefe said. "You watch how those guys play, I 
mean, their feet don't stop. They're forechecking. They're tracking. 
They're doing all the things that create pucks in favourable situations 
where the opposition is not in a good position. I don't think John and 
William's line has done that to anywhere close to that level."  

    Nylander, Kerfoot and Simmonds connecting at Leafs morning skate 
pic.twitter.com/SYVqfILmgb 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 10, 2022 

Tavares snapped a 20-game drought in five-on-five play on Tuesday, but 
the goal came when he was on the ice with Mikheyev and Engvall. 
Nylander had two points, both on the power play, against the Seattle 
Kraken, but finished the game minus-three. He now has the worst plus-
minus mark on the team (-11).  

What's Keefe looking for from Nylander?  

"Just move his feet," the coach said. "Get involved. Get engaged on both 
sides of the puck. At the start of the season, he was really thriving, and 
feet were moving, and he was playing free out there and competing and 
things were happening." 

The coach anticipates that the bottom three forward lines will all get 
similar ice time at even strength.  

"I don't know what's the third line, what's the fourth line," Keefe said. "I 
mean, Kerfoot and Nylander, that was a line in our top six when we 
played in the playoffs last year and maybe our best line, most effective 
line ... We need to be a team where four lines are going well," he said. 
"This is an attempt to do that." 

Keefe on shaking up the Nylander-Tavares pairing: 'We've been really 
patient' 

Maple Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe shook his lines at practice, 
dropping William Nylander to the third line with Alexander Kerfoot at 
centre and Wayne Simmonds on the right wing, while bringing Ondrej 
Kase up to play with Tavares and Robertson. Keefe spoke about how the 
shake up is an effort to get the best out of Nylander and Tavares, who he 
says "haven't been good enough." 

--- 

After posting a hat trick on Tuesday, Matthews will look to extend his lead 
in the Rocket Richard Trophy race on Thursday when the Scottsdale, 
Ariz., native faces his hometown team.  

"What he's doing on the ice is out of control," said Leafs defenceman 
Morgan Rielly.  

Matthews is up to 43 goals in 54 games this season. He scored against 
the Coyotes during a game in Arizona in January.  

"He's special," said Coyotes defenceman Jakob Chychrun. "It's crazy to 
see the highlights. He scores every game. In the summertime, he's 
always out there with us and you just see he has the will to get better 
each time he's out there." 

Chychrun averages 23 minutes and 24 seconds of ice time per game to 
lead his team. 

"He's a really solid player," Matthews observed. "He's got a really 
complete game. These guys have been feeling it quite a bit the last 
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couple games. They play pretty free-wheeling and with the kind speed 
and skill they have, it makes them dangerous." 

The Coyotes have scored 17 goals in the past two games.  

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Out of control' Matthews faces Chychrun, hometown 
team 

Auston Matthews has 36 goals in his last 37 games for the Maple Leafs, 
and his name is frequently mentioned in Hart trophy conversations. 
Morgan Rielly spoke about trying to support his teammate, while 
Coyotes' d-man Jakob Chychrun spoke about how special a season the 
young forward is having. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Coyotes sniper Phil Kessel played one shift in Tuesday's win in Detroit 
before flying back to Arizona for the birth of his first child. Kessel has now 
suited up in 956 straight games, which is the third longest streak in NHL 
history.  

"It was quite a manoeuvre that he pulled off," Matthews said with a smile.  

"I'm happy the team and everyone was on board with him going out for 
that one shift," said Chychrun. "It's a pretty cool gesture. Ever since he's 
been here, he's really looked after us young guys. He's like a part of us. 
It's like he's a kid still, a big kid still with us." 

Kessel's streak trails only Doug Jarvis (964) and Keith Yandle (978). 
Yandle's streak is also active.  

"What happened to him in the last hours, everybody in that room has a 
smile," said coach Andre Tourigny. "We're all happy for him. That's 
fantastic." 

"We were all texting him yesterday and getting pictures of the baby," said 
Chychrun. "We're all so happy for him. That's such a special moment for 
him. She's so cute ... He says, 'Craziest experience,' of his life. I can only 
imagine what that's like." 

Kessel missed Thursday's morning skate but will keep the games played 
streak alive tonight in Toronto.  

"He will be tired," said Tourigny, who plans to play Kessel between 13 
and 16 minutes. "We'll take what he has, and we won't hold that against 
him. It's a special situation. I'm all for it. It's his first child and I'm so proud 
and happy for him." 

Matthews impressed with Kessel keeping the streak alive: 'Quite the 
maneuver he pulled' 

Former Toronto Maple Leaf Phil Kessel managed to keep his ironman 
streak alive when he played in one shift for the Coyotes before leaving 
for the birth of his child. Auston Matthews spoke about getting to know 
Kessel, while both Matthews and Morgan Rielly spoke about how 
impressive Kessel's streak is. 

Kessel's incredible streak started with the Leafs back in the 2009-10 
season. His tenure in Toronto was tumultuous at times. He had some 
run-ins with the media and was part of the salute-gate situation, but 
throughout his career Kessel has been consistently praised for being a 
great teammate.  

"He's hard to explain," Chychrun acknowledged. "If he doesn't know you, 
you'd think this guy doesn't talk or is shy or nervous ... I don't think he's a 
guy that would change the way he acts for anybody. He's such a unique 
guy and someone I've really enjoyed getting to know more. He's the man, 
for sure." 

Tourigny recalls being skeptical about Kessel after taking the Coyotes 
job, but then the pair met for an introductory dinner in the summer.  

"I asked him at some point about his image and he said, 'I don't care. I 
know who I am. The people who know me, what they think of me, that's 
what’s important to me,'" the coach recalled. "He's a really good human 
being. He's probably the most popular guy in the room." 

Chychrun on Kessel: 'He's just himself; That's what makes him unique' 

With Phil Kessel making headlines for playing one shift to keep his 
ironman streak going, Jakob Chychrun says he couldn't be happier for 
Phil, while both head coach Andre Tourigny and Chychrun try to explain 
how Kessel has become somewhat of a "cult figure" around the locker 
room. 

--- 

Jason Spezza will sit out a second straight game as a healthy scratch, 
but Keefe has promised to get the 38-year-old back in soon.  

Rasmus Sandin will miss a fourth straight game as he continues to ramp 
back up following an illness.  

"He's been in a tough spot here," Keefe said. "He's feeling better, for 
sure, but he hasn't practised with the team in about eight days and hasn't 
played in a week so, with the schedule, it's been hard for us to get him to 
the point where we feel good about where he's at, and then we've been 
happy with the defence and how it's gone."  

--- 

Lines at Leafs morning skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Robertson - Tavares - Kase 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Nylander - Kerfoot - Simmonds  

Clifford, Spezza  

Rielly - Liljegren  

Brodie - Holl 

Dermott - Lyubushkin 

Sandin  

Mrazek starts  

Kallgren 
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TSN.CA / Some Russian NHLers considering options as U.S., Canada 
expand sanctions 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Russian players, their representatives and National Hockey League 
teams have contacted immigration lawyers in recent days to discuss the 
process of applying for asylum or permanent residency in North America, 
according to sources familiar with the subject. 

All are concerned that the U.S. and Canadian governments may slow or 
stop issuing new work permits and travel visas to Russian athletes, said 
Joe Kirkwood, a San Diego-based immigration lawyer who has worked 
on player visa issues for more than 25 NHL and American Hockey 
League teams. 

“My teams are scared,” Kirkwood said. “They are concerned that Russian 
players in their systems may be required to leave, or that their visas may 
not get renewed. The worry is about sanctions. The U.S. and Canada are 
adding new sanctions almost every day and it’s impossible to say what 
that will mean for the granting of new visas for foreign workers. 
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“I don’t expect that the U.S. government would revoke the visas for 
[Russian pro hockey players] who already are here, but there’s a very 
real and valid concern about what might happen with new visas moving 
forward.” 

Two sources close to players who have pursued conversations with 
immigration lawyers asked for anonymity because they said it may 
endanger those players if they were identified. 

Thomas Arkell, an immigration lawyer in Bloomington, Ill., who has 
represented professional hockey players and teams, said he has also 
been contacted by players and player agents worried about the growing 
conflict in Ukraine. 

“Many European players are concerned about the current threat that 
exists to them, their family, and/or their country,” Arkell wrote in a text 
message. “I have had numerous inquiries lately from agents and 
individuals regarding options for permanent residence in the United 
States.” 

Ukraine’s embassy in Ottawa asked the Canadian government to stop 
issuing new work permits and travel visas for Russian athletes on March 
2. Andrii Bukvych, Ukraine’s Chargé d'Affaires in Ottawa, told TSN on 
Wednesday that Canadian officials have told him they are considering his 
government’s request. 

“Sport- and culture-wise, they are very serious about the possible 
measures taken as a reaction to Russia’s war and war crimes happening 
in Ukraine,” Bukvych wrote in a text message. “Waiting for details.” 

A spokesman for the U.S. State Department did not respond to a request 
for comment. 

Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada spokesman Aidan 
Strickland wrote in an email to TSN that Canada has a “fair and 
compassionate refugee protection system.” 

“At this time, there are no special immigration measures for Russian 
nationals,” Strickland wrote. “Russian nationals can continue to apply 
through our regular immigration pathways, pending approval on all 
admissibility requirements. If Russian nationals in Canada choose to 
claim asylum, those individuals’ claims will be fully assessed by the 
Immigration and Refugee Boards independent administrative tribunal, as 
is done with all claims for protection within Canada.” 

Kirkwood said there is a precedent at least in the U.S. for an immediate 
and dramatic change regarding visas for foreign nationals. 

On Jan. 27, 2017, then U.S. president Donald Trump signed an 
executive order that banned foreign nationals from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries from visiting the U.S. for 90 days, suspended entry to 
the country of all Syrian refugees indefinitely and prohibited any other 
refugees from coming into the country for 120 days. 

While the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a version of the travel ban in 2018. 
President Joe Biden overturned the Trump travel ban in one of his first 
actions in office. 

“Trump issued that presidential proclamation without any notice and 
without consulting with Congress, and there’s no reason to think that 
Biden couldn’t do this with Russians,” Kirkwood said. 

Kirkwood said most NHL players in the U.S. on multi-year contracts 
would qualify to become permanent residents and would not need to 
apply for asylum if they had the support of their teams. 

“An NHL contract is almost enough unless there are underlying issues 
like a criminal record or past immigration violations,” Kirkwood said. 

He said foreign-born players on U.S.-based NHL teams who apply for 
permanent residency and then are traded to Canadian clubs could see 
their application fall apart. 

“If a guy applies and is traded to a Canadian team that can put the 
brakes on it,” Kirkwood said. “If he moves to a Canadian team and there 

is no longer a ‘U.S. job offer’ they cannot continue with the application. 
Continuing to reside in the U.S. doesn’t save this…” 

However, Kirkwood said if a player applies for permanent residency 
without the support of a team in the category of “an alien of extraordinary 
ability” there is no requirement for a U.S. job. 

“A temporary move to Canada may not kill that type of application,” he 
said. 

In Canada, NHL players who are foreign nationals currently receive 
permission to play for the NHL’s seven Canadian teams by obtaining a 
work permit specific to professional athletes, coaches and trainers, said 
Daniel Levy, a lawyer at Cohen Immigration Law in Montreal whose 
clients have included pro athletes. 

While NHL teams typically help players obtain work permits and travel 
visas, foreign-born players in both Canada and the U.S. would have to 
individually initiate the process of applying for permanent residency or for 
refugee status. 

Before the pandemic, athletes received work permits to remain in 
Canada for typically two or three years. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Canadian government has generally granted permits a year at a time, 
Levy said. 

If the Canadian government decided to stop granting new visas, Russian 
athletes would have several options to try to remain in Canada – among 
them applying for refugee status and applying to become permanent 
residents. 

Russian players who apply for permanent residence in Canada would 
compete against other applicants, Levy said, noting that Canada aims to 
approve 411,000 applications for permanent residency in 2022. 
Applicants are scored based on their education, work experience, and 
family connections in Canada. 

Maria Popova, a professor in the political science department at McGill 
University, has provided expert advice in more than 20 Russian 
immigration cases in Canada, the U.S., and the United Kingdom. She 
said Russian NHL players applying for refugee status in Canada would 
have a strong case. 

“If they made it clear that they disagreed with what the Russian 
government is doing in Ukraine, and that they would express that 
disagreement if and when they returned to Russia, then it would be clear 
that they would be in danger,” Popova said. “Athletes in Russia are public 
figures with importance. People in the west don’t realize how important 
sport is to the Russian self-perception as being a great power. Sport is 
far more important in the geopolitical context in Russia there than it is 
here.” 

“A new Iron Curtain is coming down, and Russia is instituting repression 
that is severe,” Popova said. “It’s going to be impossible for people to 
straddle the two worlds and I think you’ll see people voting with their feet. 
We’re going into a new Cold War.” 

Applying for refugee status would allow an NHL player and their families 
to remain in Canada and work until their hearing date, which typically 
takes years, Popova said. 
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