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Antti Raanta playing more like a No. 1 goalies than a backup important to Canes success 

By Chip Alexander 

On a night when goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was swatting a 
puck into his own net and Petr Mrazek was struggling, Antti 
Raanta was doing everything right. 

Raanta was at his best for the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday. With Frederik Andersen still not feeling 100 
percent, according to Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Raanta was called on to make his third consecutive start in 
net. 

Thirty-six saves later, Raanta had handed the Colorado 
Avalanche their first shutout of the season. The Canes won 
2-0 at PNC Arena and with a 40-12-5 record now have the 
best winning percentage in the NHL (.746), moving past the 
Avs (.737). 

“That’s why we went out and did what we did this summer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was specifically for this kind of 
situation.” 

What the Canes did last summer was reshape their 
goaltending. Mrazek left in free agency. Nedeljkovic was 
traded to Detroit. James Reimer, like Mrazek, also departed 
to sign elsewhere. 

The Canes brought in Andersen and Raanta as free agents 
— Andersen leaving the Toronto Maple Leafs and Raanta 
the Arizona Coyotes. In an interesting twist, the Leafs signed 
Mrazek, basically a goalie swap. 

It has been a tough go at times this season for Nedeljkovic 
and Mrazek, and especially so Thursday. 

Nedeljkovic, attempting to play a dump-in against the 
Minnesota Wild, took a swipe at the puck and knocked it into 
his net, the Red Wings eventually losing 6-5 in a shootout. 
Mrazek allowed four goals on 12 shots against Arizona, 
being relieved in the second period of the Leafs’ 5-4 overtime 
loss. 

Raanta, meanwhile, was coolly working the Carolina crease 
against one of the most dangerous teams in the league, a 
team averaging 3.9 goals a game. Seventeen of his saves 
came in the second period as he dueled the Avs’ Darcy 
Kuemper stop for stop in a fast-paced but scoreless game 
until defenseman Ethan Bear scored the game’s first goal 
with 5:40 left in regulation with a shot from the point. 

Sebastian Aho’s empty-net goal sealed the victory for the 
Canes and Raanta, once Kuemper’s teammate with the 
Coyotes. 

“Seeing Darcy in the warmups and knowing that he’s one of 
the best goalies in the league, it was kind of those feelings 
were you knew it’s not going to be easy for us to score,” 
Raanta said. “I think he played an unreal game also. He was 
dialed in. In the first period he was probably the only reason 
why we didn’t score. It started to look like it was going to go 
to OT, but a good shot from the point (by Bear) and a little 
bounce here and there and that was the game.” 

Bear’s shot appeared to hit the stick of the Avs’ Nazem 
Kadri, the puck skipping past Kuemper, who finished with 35 
saves. 

Raanta improved to 10-3-2 for the season, lowering his 
goals-against average to 2.31 and boosting his save 
percentage to .918. It was his second shutout of the season 
and the 15th of his career, but he couldn’t quite bring himself 
to say it was his best performance with the Canes. 

“Sometimes even if you let one or two goals in, you might 
feel like, “Hey, I couldn’t do anything better,’” he said, 
smiling. “Like I say, usually when you get a shutout, it’s a 
little bit luck, also. You need to have a good team in front of 
you. .... 

“I think it’s just getting that rhythm, getting that confidence. 
Just play the game and don’t have to think too much.” 

Andersen has been one of the NHL’s best stories this 
season. He has won 29 games, played in the 2022 NHL All-
Star Game. He has put his injury issues with the Leafs last 
season behind him, been everything the Canes were hoping 
for when they signed him and become a Vezina Trophy 
candidate as the league’s top goalie. 

And Raanta? While injuries have been a problem in the past, 
he has been a nice complement for Andersen while 
becoming something of a mentor for the younger Finns on 
the team — they call him “Father Finn,” Raanta has joked. 

“It gives us the confidence to just play our game,” Bear said 
Thursday of the goaltending tandem. “At the same time, 
we’re going to play hard for whoever’s in net. Tonight it was 
Raanta and he played a really good game.” 

Good enough to be named the game’s first star, although 
Raanta said his mindset would remain the same: “Stay 
humble and keep working.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Philadelphia Flyers 

When: Saturday, 3 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: ESPN+, WCMC-99.9 FM. 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 12, 2022 

 

 

Gold: Canes readying for hockey's version of a double header 

By Adam Gold  

For the 6th time in the last 7 weeks the Carolina Hurricanes 
will play on back to back days. For the 2nd time in 2 ½ 
weeks it will be Carolina against the Keystone State. 
Saturday at 3:00 the Canes will host the Flyers, then will 
travel to Pittsburgh for a Sunday matinee against the 
Penguins. 

In both cases, the Hurricanes will be finishing the season 
series with their Metropolitan Division rivals. Carolina 
dropped the first of four with the Flyers as Philly handed the 
Canes their first loss at PNC Arena in early November. On 
the day after Thanksgiving the Hurricanes scored the last 
four of the game rallying for a 6-3 win in Philadelphia. 

Then, on the second half of a back-to-back – and after a win 
over the Penguins – Carolina outlasted the Flyers in overtime 
on a gorgeous goal by Brett Pesce. 

The Flyers have had a miserable year and are last in the 
Metro with just 46 points in 57 games. But, they still have a 
highly-skilled and talented team with some guys possibly 
showcasing their skills for trade deadline moves. One such 
player, though not certain to accept a trade, is 7-time All Star 
forward Claude Giroux. 

Giroux was the MVP of last month’s All Star game as the 
Metropolitan Division took home the championship. He’s 
played 997 games for the Flyers in his career and has 17 of 
his 290 career goals this season. Several teams, including 
the Hurricanes are interested in the pending free agent who 
is about two months removed from his 34th birthday. But, the 
Rangers, Panthers and Avalanche have all been rumored to 
be interested in the savvy veteran. 

Giroux has 13 goals and 46 points in 47 career games 
against the Hurricanes, but has been held to just 1 assist in 3 
contests with Carolina this season. Forward Joel Farabee 
has a pair of goals, including one shorthanded, against the 
Canes this year. Meanwhile, defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen leads Philly with 3 points against the Hurricanes. 

Sebastian Aho, Jesper Fast and Jordan Staal lead Carolina 
in scoring with 3 points against Philadelphia this season. 
Aho’s got a pair of goals as does forward Steven Lorentz. 
Frederik Andersen made 38 saves in the last meeting, 
getting the win in overtime. Freddie is 9-4-3 lifetime against 
the Flyers with a 3.12 GAA/.908 SV%. 

In spite of having the NHL’s best record and a 9-1-1 mark in 
their last 11, the Canes have more players struggling to find 
goals than those pouring them in. Sebastian Aho has a 3-
game point streak (1g, 2a) and has at least one in 10 of his 
last 11 games. However, it’s been a dozen games since 

Aho’s last goal at 5v5. He has 5 on the power play since, but 
it’s been more than a month since he scored in Boston in the 
early part of February. 

Vincent Trocheck has gone 6 games without a goal. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi is on an 8-game goal drought. Jordan Martinook 
has been starving for the last 16 games. And, both Seth 
Jarvis and Steven Lorentz haven’t scored since January 15th 
against Vancouver. If you’re keeping tabs on such matters, 
that’s 21 straight games for Lorentz and 18 empty trips for 
Jarvis. 

Carolina was 0 for 4 on the power play against the 
Avalanche on Thursday, but have still connected on 6 of 22 
tries since Tony DeAngelo has been out of the lineup. 
According to head coach Rod Brind’Amour, DeAngelo 
remains on target to return in about two weeks. Brendan 
Smith, who took a puck to the side of the head a few weeks 
ago is skating and is close to jumping back into the blueline 
mix. 

The Canes are 4th in the NHL with the man advantage at 
25.3%. Philadelphia is laboring at 13.9%, 30th in the league. 
On the kill, the Flyers are 27th yielding a power play goal 
24.7% of the time. The Canes are the tops in the league 
down a man with a stellar 89.1% kill rate. 

The Hurricanes have a 6-point lead over Pittsburgh in the 
Metro after the Pens beat the Golden Knights, 5-2 Friday 
night. Carolina does have two games in hand and could go a 
long way to putting a dagger into the Penguins chances of 
winning a division Sunday afternoon. 

Saturday’s game will be the 4th nationally televised contest 
for the Hurricanes. They were shutout by Columbus and 
Washington on ESPN+ and fell to the Panthers in overtime in 
February on TNT. The game will air on ABC/ESPN+ starting 
at 3:00. Sunday’s meeting with the Penguins will have an 
opening face off of 1:00 a 21-hour gap between opening 
draws as we will bump the clocks up an hour at 2:00 am 
Sunday morning. 

Carolina is 2-0 against the Pens this year. They won 4-3 in 
Pittsburgh on February 20, then rallied from a 2-0 deficit for a 
3-2 overtime win on an Andrei Svechnikov power play goal. 
The rivals will polish off the 3-game season series in an 11-
game stretch. 

Coverage of the Canes and Flyers begins on 99.9 the Fan at 
2:30 with Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell. Mike 
Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy follow with the live play-by-play 
just after 3:00. Make sure to follow the Canes Corner 
Podcast wherever you get your podcasts. A new episode 
drops the #MorningAfter every Hurricanes game.
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Viewers guide to Philadelphia Flyers-Carolina Hurricanes on ABC, ESPN+ 

The ABC Saturday afternoon hockey schedule continues this 
week with a Metropolitan Division matchup, as the 
Philadelphia Flyers travel to take on the Carolina Hurricanes, 
with coverage beginning at 3 p.m. ET and simulcast on 
ESPN+. 

To help get you ready for the game, we've put together a 
guide on all the key players to watch for each team, including 
in-depth statistical insights from ESPN Stats & Information, 
and more. 

This season, ESPN+ will broadcast 75 exclusive regular-
season games, with ABC and ESPN airing a combined 28 
exclusive regular-season games for a total of 103 games. 
The complete broadcast schedule can be found here. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Carolina Hurricanes 

3 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN+ 
Line: Carolina -320 | Over/under: 5.5 

Flyers 
ESPN Power Rankings: 28 
Leading scorer: Cam Atkinson, 43 points in 57 games 
2021-22 record: 18-29-10, eighth in Metro division 

 The Flyers are 7-14-5 on the road this season, 
currently tied for the least such amount of wins in 
the NHL with the Seattle Kraken and Montreal 
Canadiens. The Flyers are tied with the Detroit Red 
Wings for the fourth-worst points percentage on the 
road (.365).  

 The Flyers are currently on a 10-game road winless 
streak dating back to Dec. 30, 2021. They are 
seeking to avoid 11 straight winless road games for 
the first time since the 1972-73 season. 

 Claude Giroux is one point shy of reaching 900 
career points, and can become the second Flyers 
player to do so after Bobby Clarke. Giroux can 
become the 14th active player -- and the third 
player from the 2006 draft class (Nicklas 
Backstrom, Phil Kessel) -- to reach the benchmark. 

 Giroux will be an unrestricted free agent at season's 
end (he has a $8.275M cap hit this season, 
according to CapFriendly). He is three games away 
from joining Clarke (1,144) as the only Flyers to 
reach 1,000 career games with the team. If he plays 
in the next three games for Philly, he will reach 
1,000 on March 17 vs. the Nashville Predators -- 
four days before the NHL trade deadline on March 
21. 

 The Flyers are only the fourth team this season to 
have two goaltenders (min. 20 GP) with a 2.94 GAA 
or worse (the Canadiens, Red Wings and Arizona 
Coyotes are the others). Carter Hart produced 
winning seasons in the first two seasons of his 

career, but his struggles to emulate that success 
continue, as he's seeing his second-worst season 
marks in save percentage (.912) and GAA (2.94) 
this season. 

 The Flyers' power-play struggles might be because 
they don't get the puck towards the net. According 
to Stathletes, they rank 29th in completed power-
play slot passes per 60 minutes, and they've taken 
the fourth-most power-play point shots per 60 
minutes this season. 

Hurricanes 
ESPN Power Rankings: 3 
Leading scorer: Sebastian Aho, 59 points in 54 games 
2021-22 record: 40-12-5, first in Metro division 

 The Hurricanes have been great at home this 
season at 22-4-2, posting the second-best home 
points percentage in the NHL, at .821, behind only 
the Colorado Avalanche at .845. They have the 
third-best home power-play percentage, at 28.3%, 
trailing only the Boston Bruins and Toronto Maple 
Leafs, and have power-play goals in five of their last 
six games. 

 Their current six-game home winning streak is their 
longest this season. The Hurricanes are seeking to 
reach seven straight for the sixth time in 
Hurricanes/Whalers franchise history. They have 
not won seven straight games within a single 
season at home since the 2016-17 season. 

 The Hurricanes share the league lead with the 
Dallas Stars and Minnesota Wild in wins decided by 
one goal this season, and five of their last nine 
games have been wins decided by that margin. 

 Sebastian Aho leads the team in goals (25) and 
points (59) this season. The Hurricanes have not 
lost in regulation in games in which Aho scored, 
going 18-0-1. Aho has points in 10 of his last 11 
games. 

 The Hurricanes are led by their Finnish contingent 
of Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
The trio has scored 128 points this season, giving 
the Hurricanes the most points among players from 
Finland; the two next highest are the Florida 
Panthers (115) and the Stars (107). 

 Frederik Andersen is third in the NHL in wins with 
29, only one shy of Sergei Bobrovsky and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy who share the league lead. Andersen's 
29 wins in his team's first 57 games of a season are 
tied for the most in his career, doing so previously 
with the Anaheim Ducks during the 2014-15 
season. Anderson is seeking to reach 30 wins 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 12, 2022 

 

during his team's first 58 games, which would be his 
quickest to that mark. 

 

 

Hurricanes look to avoid letdown vs. Flyers 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes just played the team with the most 
points in the NHL. Next, they face a team with among the 
fewest in the league. 

Keeping the intensity will be among the priorities for the 
Hurricanes when they meet the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Saturday afternoon in Raleigh, N.C. 

"You could tell there were two teams going at it that were two 
good quality teams," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said 
after his team's 2-0 home victory against the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

Now, Carolina owns the most points per game in the NHL 
through Thursday night's games. The Hurricanes have more 
than twice as many victories (40 to 18) as the Flyers. 

Yet putting the impressive effort against the Avalanche 
behind them could be one of the keys for the Hurricanes for 
Saturday's game. 

"I'm not sure what kind of statement it makes," Brind'Amour 
said. "Because haven't played (the Avalanche) in forever, 
just kind of see where you kind of stack up. ... We'll be 
talking about Philadelphia because that's our next game and 
this one will be forgotten." 

Carolina's 12-game home-ice points streak is tied for the 
second-longest stretch in franchise history, a feat last 
accomplished in 2009. 

So even more good vibes should be circulating among the 
Hurricanes. 

"That's a game we pride ourselves playing," defenseman 
Ethan Bear said of the fast-paced clash with Colorado. 

Goalie Antti Raanta has made three straight starts for the 
Hurricanes as Frederik Andersen works through what has 
been described as a minor ailment. Raanta's 36-save effort 
Thursday night resulted in Colorado being shut out for the 
first time this season. 

"It gives us that confidence to just play our game," Bear said. 
"At the same time, we're going to play hard for whoever is in 
net." 

Andersen, who entered March with the NHL's top win total, 
has been working in recent practices, but the depth at the 
goalie position should be a plus. 

"I think we all felt (Raanta) had that kind of game we saw 
(Thursday) in him," Brind'Amour said. 

Philadelphia is looking for any sort of consistency. 

"You can't make big mistakes at big moments of the game," 
Flyers coach Mike Yeo said. 

The Flyers are 2-3-0 this month and coming off Thursday 
night's 6-3 loss at Florida. There was a spark after falling into 
a 4-0 hole, with Philly scoring the next three goals. 

"That second period is probably the best second period we 
played all year," Yeo said. "The aggressiveness that we 
played with was a real positive step." 

So maybe there was some momentum to take from that 
outing. 

"I know it's not the result we want, but we just have to carry 
that into the next game," Flyers goalie Carter Hart said. 

So now Philadelphia has a second road game in a row 
against a top-flight team in the Eastern Conference. 

Concern for the Flyers revolves, in part, around the condition 
of forward Scott Laughton, who left the game in Florida with 
a head injury. He's fourth on the team with 28 points (11 
goals, 17 assists). 

"A real tough one," Yeo said of the injury. "He's an emotional 
leader for our group. He has been playing at such a high 
level for us, so it was tough to see." 

Carolina center Seth Jarvis played slightly more than six 
minutes Thursday night because he was dinged up, so that 
could mean that Derek Stepan moves back into the lineup 
this weekend. 

This is the final of four meetings between the two teams this 
season. The Flyers won 2-1 on Nov. 12 in Raleigh. Carolina 
beat host Philadelphia 6-3 on Nov. 26 and again 4-3 in 
overtime on Feb. 21. 
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About Last Night: Antti Up 

By Alec Sawyer  

Hockey. 

It was a battle of maybe the top two teams in the NHL in 
PNC Arena Thursday night, and it was a battle that didn’t 
disappoint.  

The Canes won a tightly contested game 2-0, breaking 
through the stalemate in the third period as Ethan Bear 
netted the game winner thanks to some fortunate bounces 
and Sebastian Aho added an empty netter.  

Antti Raanta and Darcy Kuemper, longtime goaltending 
partners in Arizona, both played exceptionally well, with 
Raanta becoming the first goaltender to shutout the high-
flying Avalanche this season in a 36-save effort.  

Some thoughts: 

The most exciting 0-0 hockey game you’ll see 

Scoreless hockey games and excitement aren’t often 
synonymous, but they were Thursday night in a game where 
both teams were flying and both goalies were making saves.  

Ethan Bear broke through on the scoresheet 54 minutes and 
20 seconds into the contest, the first goal in a game that 
probably deserved some more.  

The two teams combined for 53 scoring chances on the 
night, including 27 high-danger scoring chances. There were 
6.78 expected goals in the game, with both teams xGF total 
higher than the full game’s actual goal total of two. 

But some bounces, some key plays and, of course, some big 
saves kept the puck out of the net for all but the final five 
minutes and change. Raanta and Kuemper made 71 saves 
between them, shining the brightest in a game that could 
have been high scoring.  

It was back and forth, too. The Hurricanes dominated the 
possession and chances in the first period. Then the 
Avalanche did the same in the second period. And then 
things evened out in the third, as tension grew in the building 
and on the ice.  

It was fun, fun hockey, even if the puck wasn’t going in the 
net.  

“That was a very fun game,” Bear said. “Especially being first 
and second in the league. That’s a game we pride ourselves 
in winning and it just shows that we’re a good team. It’s really 
good for our group.” 

Antti Raanta 

The Hurricanes found themselves a player in Antti Raanta, 
that’s for sure.  

Raanta was exceptional Thursday night, making 36 saves in 
his second shutout of the season. He turned away all seven 

high-danger shots against, limited a 2.82 xGF mark from the 
Avalanche to no actual goals for and really won the game for 
the Hurricanes.  

“He was great,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “Made some really 
big saves at key times. Can’t really say much more. It was a 
good game. Pretty spirited and I thought it was pretty even. 
As you can see, he was the difference.” 

And it wasn’t the first time Raanta has been good, either.  

The veteran Finnish netminder has been great all season for 
the Canes, playing a secondary role to Vezina-candidate 
Frederik Andersen. But when he’s been called on, he’s been 
great.  

Raanta has a 2.31 GAA and .918 save percentage to go 
along with a 10-3-2 record.  

In the past few weeks, Raanta has been thrown into more 
action as the Hurricanes’ schedule has heated up at the 
same time Andersen has been dealing with a nagging injury. 
And Raanta has done nothing but perform.  

Raanta has played in five games since Feb. 20, one more 
than half of all the games the Hurricanes have played. In that 
span, he’s now 4-0-1 with a .933 save percentage and a 2.20 
GAA.  

Raanta is proving he’s got what it takes to play consistently, 
and the tandem of him and Andersen has been a wonder this 
year.  

There were doubts about the Hurricanes’ offseason goalie 
moves, with a lot of fans (and hand up, writers) somewhat 
upset at the departure of Alex Nedeljkovic and maybe even 
more upset that it was Andersen who was coming in.  

But the duo has been great. And as Raanta was shutting out 
quite possibly the best team in the NHL Thursday night, let’s 
check in on what Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek were doing. 

Oh... 

But jokes aside, Raanta is playing at a high level right now, 
and Andersen has played at one all year. The Hurricanes 
appear to have nailed the goaltending tandem, and a lot of 
credit goes to the front office for clearly making the correct 
choices there. 

“That’s why we went out and did what we did this summer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was specifically for this kind of situation. 
We all felt that Raanta had that kind of game and we see that 
he is able to do that. We all know how important goaltending 
is and it’s nice to have two guys that we can count on.” 

Other Thoughts 

 The Hurricanes did an excellent job of limiting 
Nathan MacKinnon Thursday night. The Colorado 
superstar did lead the team with 0.81 xG and five 
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scoring chances for, but any night you keep him off 
the scoresheet that counts is a good night. A lot of 
credit to Sebastian Aho for doing some good things 
there, and of course also Jaccob Slavin.  

 That was a very fun game of hockey and would 
make for a very fun series of hockey this summer. 
Just saying.  

 Regardless of how the goal went in, it was good to 
see Ethan Bear score.  

 Which also on the Bear goal, yes it’s a lucky 
bounce. But it’s a lucky bounce created by a good 
play from Jesper Fast, and it was important only 
because of a good full-game effort from the entire 
Hurricanes’ lineup. You create your luck in hockey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 12, 2022 

 

A Breakdown of Pyotr Kochetkov’s Hot Start in Chicago 

By Matthew Somma  

The Hurricanes now have their most promising goalie 
prospect in North America. They have to be impressed with 
Pyotr Kochetkov, who is 4-0-0 in his first four starts with the 
Chicago Wolves. Kochetkov has a .925 save percentage and 
a 2.27 GAA in those four starts. These are impressive 
numbers for a 22-year-old goaltender playing his first games 
in North America while also learning English in the process.  

It’s not an easy transition for Kochetkov, but he has been up 
to the task thus far. I’ve watched all four of Kochetkov’s 
starts for the Wolves and have some notes on how he has 
played, what he has done well and what he needs to improve 
on. We’ll start with what I’ve liked, what has been good at 
times and bad at other times and then finish with what I’d like 
to see Kochetkov improve on. 

First, what I’ve been impressed with is Kochetkov’s ability to 
explode out and make a difficult save. He challenges 
shooters and can make a quick adjustment if he finds himself 
to be out of position. He tracks the puck well in close and his 
strong pushes give him the ability to move laterally and make 
a stop. Sometimes, it’s a routine save, other times, it looks 
like this. 

These are the types of saves that get you on your feet, even 
when you’re watching from home. Another thing I’ve loved 
about Kochetkov is that he never seems to give up on a play. 
Even when he’s down or out of position, he never gives up 
and will try and make the stop. That sort of dogged 
determination is best summed up in this clip from earlier in 
that same game. 

The first save was excellent as well, kicking out the pads to 
prevent a goal. Then, he is able to spin and stack the pads to 
make a desperation save. A thing of beauty. The phrase 
“standing on his head” can be used as a literal description of 
Kochetkov’s game because he will do whatever he needs to 
in order to keep the puck out of the net.  

Another thing I’ve been impressed with is Kochetkov’s ability 
to track the puck in close. Most goalies tend to struggle with 
high danger shots, but Kochetkov thrives in those scenarios. 
Here’s another impressive save from that same game 
against Texas. 

All of these clips were from the same game, mostly because 
I feel that it was his best game. Kochetkov was dialed in and 
made some impressive stops in addition to these. I would 
say that his other three games have all been excellent, and 
even though he allowed three goals in his first two starts with 
the Wolves, they were both better games than his start 
against Grand Rapids on Wednesday night. Kochetkov was 
able to keep his team in the game despite some shaky 
defense and some awful turnovers in front of the net. It was 
impressive. 

Now, Kochetkov has these moments where you’re not 
entirely sure what he’s doing. He can flail a bit and tends to 
drift out of position on occasion. It’s similar to what we saw 
with Alex Nedeljkovic, where he’ll make the save but you’re 
not entirely sure why he needed to make it so difficult on 
himself. You may need to ask your doctor if watching a 

Kochetkov start is for you, because his games aren’t great 
for your heart. It’s occasionally a roller coaster ride that 
happens to be doing loop-de-loops while it’s on fire. Take his 
puck playing for example. I love his confidence with the puck 
and in fairness to him, he is one of the better puck playing 
goalies that I’ve seen in a while. The problem is that he’ll go 
out of his way to play the puck, often putting the puck in a 
dangerous area where a turnover can occur. He has gotten 
away with it at the AHL level, but in the NHL, he won’t be as 
lucky. His puck playing can be good as it keeps the play 
moving and allows for the Wolves to catch teams by 
surprise. However, it could potentially lead to some ugly 
goals against as well as appearances on Sportsnet Dang-It 
videos.  

Now, let’s talk about the one area in Kochetkov’s game that 
needs the most improvement. It’s a big one, too. Kochetkov’s 
rebound control is not great and can lead to goals against if 
he’s not careful. This first clip that I’ll use ends in two saves 
for Kochetkov, but the rebound he gives up is a problem. 

The good? Kochetkov makes two saves, including one 
where he attacks the shooter and takes away the angle. The 
bad? This is a really tough rebound to give up and he’s lucky 
that the Stars’ forwards were so slow to get to the puck. The 
next play is a goal, which occurs because he gives up a 
rebound and fails to cover the puck.  

Now, it certainly doesn’t help that Spencer Smallman knocks 
down a Stars forward right as Damiani picks up the rebound, 
but this is still a goal that Kochetkov would have liked to stop. 
No hate to Smallman, though. He has been excellent for the 
Wolves all season long and is currently riding a four game 
point streak.  

This next clip highlights a concern about Kochetkov’s game 
that many scouts have had since his draft year. Kochetkov 
can struggle to track pucks that are shot from a distance and 
let in goals like this one. 

But, as I mentioned in the tweet above, this has been less of 
a problem as Kochetkov has developed. The rebound control 
is, in my opinion, the biggest area in need of improvement if 
Kochetkov is to become an NHL goaltender. 

It’s still a small sample, but there’s a lot to like about 
Kochetkov’s start with the Wolves. He has already shown 
signs of improvement and has surpassed LaFontaine, in my 
opinion. The Hurricanes have some tough decisions to make 
in net. If Makiniemi returns from injury soon, the Wolves will 
have four goaltenders on their active roster. There aren’t 
enough games remaining to give all four goalies a good 
amount of starts, and with the spacing of the AHL’s 
schedule, a goalie might go more than a week without a 
start. Kochetkov has proven that he belongs at this level and 
should continue to see at least one start a week for the 
Wolves as they get down the stretch.  

The Hurricanes now have their potential goalie of the future 
developing right before our eyes, and it’s amazing to watch. 
Kochetkov is quickly becoming must-see TV for myself and 
other Hurricanes fans due to his electrifying style of play. He 
won’t always make a reverse pad stack or a spectacular 
glove save, but he never fails to entertain. I stand by my take 
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that Kochetkov is the goalie of the future here, and the start 
Kochetkov is having with the Wolves only makes me more 

confident in that statement. It’s a great time to be a Carolina 
Hurricanes fan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259299774.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-readying-for-hockey-s-version-of-a-double-header/20183516/ 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33478275/viewers-guide-philadelphia-flyers-carolina-hurricanes-abc-espn+ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-look-to-avoid-letdown-vs-flyers/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/11/22972648/about-last-night-antti-up 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/11/22970830/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-chicago-wolves-pyotr-kochetkov 
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Antti Raanta playing more like a No. 1 goalie than a backup important to 
Canes success 

 

Chip Alexander7-9 minutes 11/03/2022 

 

Raanta was at his best for the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. With 
Frederik Andersen still not feeling 100 percent, according to Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour, Raanta was called on to make his third 
consecutive start in net. 

Thirty-six saves later, Raanta had handed the Colorado Avalanche their 
first shutout of the season. The Canes won 2-0 at PNC Arena and with a 
40-12-5 record now have the best winning percentage in the NHL (.746), 
moving past the Avs (.737). 

“That’s why we went out and did what we did this summer,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It was specifically for this kind of situation.” 

What the Canes did last summer was reshape their goaltending. Mrazek 
left in free agency. Nedeljkovic was traded to Detroit. James Reimer, like 
Mrazek, also departed to sign elsewhere. 

The Canes brought in Andersen and Raanta as free agents — Andersen 
leaving the Toronto Maple Leafs and Raanta the Arizona Coyotes. In an 
interesting twist, the Leafs signed Mrazek, basically a goalie swap. 

It has been a tough go at times this season for Nedeljkovic and Mrazek, 
and especially so Thursday. 

Nedeljkovic, attempting to play a dump-in against the Minnesota Wild, 
took a swipe at the puck and knocked it into his net, the Red Wings 
eventually losing 6-5 in a shootout. Mrazek allowed four goals on 12 
shots against Arizona, being relieved in the second period of the Leafs’ 
5-4 overtime loss. 

Raanta, meanwhile, was coolly working the Carolina crease against one 
of the most dangerous teams in the league, a team averaging 3.9 goals a 
game. Seventeen of his saves came in the second period as he dueled 
the Avs’ Darcy Kuemper stop for stop in a fast-paced but scoreless game 
until defenseman Ethan Bear scored the game’s first goal with 5:40 left in 
regulation with a shot from the point. 

“Seeing Darcy in the warmups and knowing that he’s one of the best 
goalies in the league, it was kind of those feelings were you knew it’s not 
going to be easy for us to score,” Raanta said. “I think he played an 
unreal game also. He was dialed in. In the first period he was probably 
the only reason why we didn’t score. It started to look like it was going to 
go to OT, but a good shot from the point (by Bear) and a little bounce 
here and there and that was the game.” 

Bear’s shot appeared to hit the stick of the Avs’ Nazem Kadri, the puck 
skipping past Kuemper, who finished with 35 saves. 

Raanta improved to 10-3-2 for the season, lowering his goals-against 
average to 2.31 and boosting his save percentage to .918. It was his 
second shutout of the season and the 15th of his career, but he couldn’t 
quite bring himself to say it was his best performance with the Canes. 

“Sometimes even if you let one or two goals in, you might feel like, “Hey, 
I couldn’t do anything better,’” he said, smiling. “Like I say, usually when 
you get a shutout, it’s a little bit luck, also. You need to have a good team 
in front of you. .... 

“I think it’s just getting that rhythm, getting that confidence. Just play the 
game and don’t have to think too much.” 
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Andersen has been one of the NHL’s best stories this season. He has 
won 29 games, played in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game. He has put his 
injury issues with the Leafs last season behind him, been everything the 
Canes were hoping for when they signed him and become a Vezina 
Trophy candidate as the league’s top goalie. 

And Raanta? While injuries have been a problem in the past, he has 
been a nice complement for Andersen while becoming something of a 
mentor for the younger Finns on the team — they call him “Father Finn,” 
Raanta has joked. 

“It gives us the confidence to just play our game,” Bear said Thursday of 
the goaltending tandem. “At the same time, we’re going to play hard for 
whoever’s in net. Tonight it was Raanta and he played a really good 
game.” 

Good enough to be named the game’s first star, although Raanta said his 
mindset would remain the same: “Stay humble and keep working.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Philadelphia Flyers 

When: Saturday, 3 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: ESPN+, WCMC-99.9 FM. 

This story was originally  

Published March 11, 2022 1:06 PM. 
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In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
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Canes’ decision to add goalies Andersen, Raanta over Mrazek, 
Nedeljkovic appears sound 

 

Justin Pelletier9-11 minutes 11/03/2022 

 

It was a bad night for a pair of former Carolina Hurricanes netminders on 
Thursday — two goalies about which fans screamed when the team 
decided to either trade them or let them walk — while one current Canes 
goalie turned in his best performance of the season. 

With an eye across the NHL, Thursday was a microcosm of what the 
season has been like for all parties involved, down to the tight-checking 
playoff atmosphere at PNC Arena. 

Turns out, perhaps, the Canes made the right decision all those months 
ago. 

Carolina battled the Colorado Avalanche on Thursday in a matchup of 
the NHL’s top two teams in the standings and the team’s so-called 
backup keeper, Antti Raanta, turned in an all-star performance, stopping 
36 shots to earn a 2-0 shutout win over the Avs, the only team with more 
points in the NHL so far this season. 

The game had a decided playoff feel — tight checking, low scoring and, 
yes, stellar goaltending all around, from Raanta and from Darcy Kuemper 
in the other cage. And in true playoff fashion, a fluky goal decided the 
outcome of a game. Ethan Bear’s wobbling floater from out near the blue 
line on a quick turnaround shot knuckled past Kuemper with 5:40 to play 

in the third period. Sebastian Aho added an empty-netter in the final 
minutes. 

But what Canes fans saw Thursday — at least in the goaltending 
department — wasn’t abnormal. The team’s goalies have been among 
the league’s best this season. On Thursday, it was Raanta’s turn for a 
third straight start, though for most of the year, the crease has been 
Frederik Andersen’s. 

Scratched from the past two games with an undisclosed injury, Andersen 
has been Carolina’s wall between the pipes this season. His 2.08 goals-
against average and .928 save percentage are each third in the league. 

Not that Raanta has been a slouch as the team’s primary backup. The 
well-traveled Finn has posted 2.47 and .911 numbers in racking up nine 
wins through Thursday. 

Last summer, though, there was some overall consternation surrounding 
the Canes’ decision to roll with Andersen and Raanta. Folks in Raleigh 
had fallen in love with a rookie named Ned, and a reliable, if not flashy 
veteran in Petr Mrazek. 

On Thursday night, a tumultuous season for both Alex Nedeljkovic and 
Mrazek provided direct contrast to what Canes fans saw at PNC, and it 
started just as Raanta took the ice for the Canes against Colorado. 

In one clip, with the Red Wings holding a 2-0 lead, Nedeljkovic watched 
as a long flip into the zone bounced a few feet in front of his cage. He 
attempted to swat at it with the open paddle of his goalie stick, ticked the 
puck and redirected it into his own net. 

Nearly simultaneously, Mrazek allowed three quick goals against as the 
Toronto Maple Leafs hosted the Arizona Coyotes, two of which could be 
considered weaker efforts. 

To be fair, no goalie should be judged on a single miscue, nor one or 
even five games in an NHL season that stretches 82 regular-season 
contests, plus playoffs. 

But neither Nedeljkovic nor Mrazek are doing much to contradict 
Thursday’s narrative, either. 

Playing for an admittedly rebuilding Detroit team, Nedeljkovic has 
shouldered much of the load for the Red Wings this season, appearing in 
40 games and starting 37. His nearest comparison, based on those 
numbers, would be Andersen, whose 39 games played leads the Canes. 
Nedeljkovic’s numbers, beyond games played, hardly compare. The 
second-year keeper, who earned some votes last season for NHL Rookie 
of the Year, has posted a 3.19 GAA and .901 save percentage this 
season. 

In Toronto, Mrazek has again been injured, a condition that plagued him 
in his final season with the Canes. But in his 15 games prior to Thursday, 
he’s hardly been a world-beater, posting pedestrian numbers of 3.28 
goals against per game, and an .890 save percentage. 

Now, what does this all mean? 

As far as the regular season goes, there are a lot of people out there who 
might want to politely offer the Canes and GM Don Waddell an apology 
for raking Hurricanes management over the coals last summer when all 
of these moves went down. The collection of reactions would make a 
fantastic “Mean Tweets” segment on late-night TV, but are wholly 
inaccurate in retrospect. 

But while the Canes goalies’ regular-season numbers are gaudy, things 
will completely reset in April — at least for Carolina and Toronto. The 
Red Wings are long out of the playoff picture, but both the Leafs and 
Canes have visions of Cups dancing in their heads. 

Neither Mrazek nor Nedeljkovic have spectacular track records in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. Mrazek has a career 2.43 GAA and a .911 save 
percentage in 29 postseason contests. He was 8-9 over three seasons 
with the Hurricanes. 
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By contrast, Andersen has seen plenty of playoff action, most of the time 
after long regular seasons during which he carried the bulk of the team’s 
net time. 

In 53 playoff starts, Andersen is 27-23, with a 2.55 GAA and .916. His 
deepest run came with the Ducks in 2014-15, but his resume also 
includes four consecutive first-round exits with the Maple Leafs from 
2017-20. Also to note in those seasons, though, Anderson played in 75 
percent of his team’s games in the regular season, a pace he was on 
here until this past week’s injury layoff. 

Raanta, meanwhile, has yet to start a playoff game in his nine NHL 
seasons. 

While the jury is still technically out, given the lofty goals the Canes have 
set for themselves — and those the fan base has invariably set for its 
beloved team — the team’s goaltending moves appear to have been 
sound. 

And all it took to support that argument was a little bit of channel surfing 
on Thursday night. 

Profile Image of Justin Pelletier 

Justin is a 20-year veteran sports journalist with stops in Lewiston, Maine 
(Sun Journal), and Boston (Boston Herald). A proud husband, and father 
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esteemed Jack Falla sportswriting mafia. He has earned dozens of state 
and national sportswriting and editing awards covering preps, colleges 
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Floundering Flyers on the verge of making the wrong kind of history in 
terms of attendance 

 

Dave Caldwell6-7 minutes 

 

Just $14.40 buys a last-minute Flyers ticket these days — to be specific, 
Section 220, Row 15, Seat 21 for Tuesday’s 2-1 victory over the Vegas 
Golden Knights. There was lots of room to stretch out and to clearly see 
Flyers goalie Carter Hart make a career-high 47 saves below. 

The price at SeatGeek, the official ticket exchange of the Flyers, included 
the service fee. The total represented a sweet 81% savings over the 
$74.25 ($66 face value plus $8.25 fee) that it would have cost to buy a 
similar ticket from the Flyers at full price. 

» READ MORE: Marcus Hayes: The Flyers have never been worse than 
they are in 2021-22 

The paid attendance was reported to the NHL (though not announced in 
house) at 14,482, but the arena with a hockey capacity of 19,306 was 
only about half full. There is a perfectly valid explanation: The Flyers’ 
season has been a dud.With the team in last place and riddled by 
injuries, fans have simply tuned out. 

But this year is an exception for a proud franchise that always drew well 
even during previous downturns. Excluding last season, in which they 
played to limited crowds because of COVID-19, the Flyers’ average 
announced home attendance this season, 16,505, is the lowest for the 
team in 49 years, or since the 1972-73 team averaged 16,063 fans. 

The Flyers still appear to be playing hard, and there is actually a bonus to 
watching a game at a half-filled barn: A fan can hear everything, from the 
players hollering on the ice (“Right here, Lenny!”) to a small group of fans 
singing “Happy Birthday” three sections over. 

The game sounds as if it is being played at a banquet hall, over the 
mumbling of pleasant conversations instead of the roar of a rabid crowd. 
Voices carry the other way, like when a fan jeered veteran defenseman 
Keith Yandle from Section 220, then added: “I know you hear me!” 

The lines at the concession stands (which still carry the same prices) are 
shorter. A kid in a Gritty wig has a better chance of being shown on the 
big screen above center ice. The line to pay the $22 parking fee is short, 
and a fan can escape the sports complex in 10 minutes. 

Loyal fans still wear their old Flyers’ sweaters, covering a long era from 
John LeClair to Eric Lindros to Mike Knuble(!) to Danny Brière to Shayne 
Gostisbehere, with only a few wearing the sweaters of current Flyers. 
Captain Claude Giroux, who may be traded soon, is still adored. 

But home attendance is down by 10% compared with the 2019-20 
regular season, which was trimmed to 69 games because of COVID, and 
by 17% compared with the 2013-14 season, in which the Flyers had 41 
sellouts and averaged 19,839. 

The Flyers have sold out just two home games this year: the season 
opener against Vancouver on Oct. 15 and a loss on Nov. 20 to Boston. 
They threaten a dubious record. The first Flyers’ team in 1967-68, which 
had to play its last seven home games in Quebec because the 
Spectrum’s roof blew off, established a franchise low by selling out only 
three of 30 home games. 

The Flyers had the worst overall record in the NHL in 2006-07 and 
missed the playoffs for the first time in 13 years, but they still sold out 10 
games and averaged 19,283 per home game, seventh in the NHL. This 
year’s team ranks 16th in the 32-team NHL. 

Their spot in these standings is noteworthy because, during a 18-season 
stretch between 2000-01 and 2018-19, the Flyers were out of the top five 
just twice, in 2006-07 and again in 2016-17, when they were sixth. The 
Flyers sold out all 280 games during seven seasons that included two 
Stanley Cups. The attendance figure, 17,077, became symbolic. 

During a news conference in late January, Flyers president Dave Scott 
acknowledged that the team’s poor performance was affecting home 
attendance, but he also said that stringent Covid protocols at the arena 
had made an impact. That may be true, in the Flyers’ case. 

But the 76ers encountered the same protocols, and they are second in 
the NBA in average home attendance, playing to 101.5% of capacity. 
The Flyers are playing to 84% capacity, 19th in the NHL. Fans just don’t 
want to spend good money on a bad team. 

With a less than 1% chance of making the playoffs, they are playing out 
the string. Since the Flyers made the Stanley Cup Final 12 years ago, 
they have won only three playoff series and have missed the playoffs five 
times, soon to be six. They also have had six different head coaches. 

Only one of the eight games in a home stand that closed Tuesday drew 
more than that old 17,077 benchmark: Saturday’s 4-3 victory over 
Chicago, which was Marvel Super Hero Day. But at least the season-low 
attendance — 13,243 for a Feb. 9 loss to Detroit — stayed the same. 

A few Flyers’ fans have posted recently on social media that they are 
happy to see smaller crowds, because management will get the message 
that it needs to do something to fix the team. A few others promise to 
cancel season tickets. 

The night before the Flyers played Vegas, the Sixers drew 20,381 for a 
victory over Chicago — but Philadelphia is understandably excited about 
the Sixers, who are legitimate title contenders. Flyers fans generally are 
supportive, except during a bumbling Flyers’ power play. 

“What are you doing?” a frustrated fan implored the Flyers at one point. 

They just don’t whip up a lot of sound, like Flyers fans did during the Cup 
years. Gritty, the team’s mascot, used a drum to rouse a “Let’s Go 
Flyers” chant twice during the game, but the sound died out, and play 
went on. At least no one was wearing paper bags over their heads. 
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The Flyers have 10 home games left, plenty of time to take advantage of 
hockey at a deep discount. 
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Flyers recall center Morgan Frost with Scott Laughton out indefinitely with 
a concussion 

 

Gus Elvin4-5 minutes 

 

Two days after calling up top prospect Cam York, the Flyers recalled 
another of their top young players, Morgan Frost, from the Phantoms on 
Friday. 

The decision to call up Frost comes after center Scott Laughton left 
Thursday’s game against the Florida Panthers with what interim coach 
Mike Yeo confirmed Friday was a concussion. 

“He’s concussed. Yeah. Obviously, I think you guys saw that. It’s a pretty 
tough hit to watch,” said Yeo. “Tough for all the players, especially 
because he’s so well-liked by all the players and he’s been playing so 
well for us, so it’s a tough one.” 

Laughton was injured in the second period after awkwardly hitting the 
boards following a hip check from Panthers defenseman Petteri 
Lindbohm. Yeo said it was too early to provide any timeline on when 
Laughton could return. 

“Every player and every injury, like when you’re dealing with a 
concussion, is totally different,” said Yeo. “I know Laughts does have a 
history from when he was younger. But that said, he was feeling better 
after the game last night. So let’s hope that it’s a quick turnaround, but 
obviously, you want to be smart when you’re dealing with head injuries.” 

Frost, 22, has yo-yo’d between the Flyers and the Phantoms all season 
long, and was most recently optioned to the Phantoms on Feb. 28. Frost 
has two goals, seven points, and a minus-10 rating in 30 games this 
season with the Flyers. With the Phantoms, he had six goals and 19 
points in 24 games. Yeo is excited to see how Frost has progressed 
since his demotion. 

“Another good opportunity for Frosty. I felt that he was doing some good 
things. Went down, got some games, and now there’s a great opportunity 
for him here with Laughts going out,” said Yeo. “There’s going be some 
ice time that hopefully he can take advantage of. When he was up here 
earlier, we had a lot more guys out. Losing Laughts hurts, but at the 
same time, we’ve got some guys back. Might give us a chance to kind of 
surround Frosty with some good players and see what he can do.” 

The young center, who somewhat surprisingly didn’t make the Flyers out 
of camp, made his season debut with the Flyers on Nov. 24 and played 
10 games before entering into COVID-19 protocols. After clearing 
protocols and playing 16 more games with the big club, Frost was 
optioned to the Phantoms just prior to the All-Star break so that he could 
continue playing games while the NHL was on pause. 

He was not recalled again by the Flyers until Feb. 15, and played four 
games for the Phantoms since his last demotion on Feb. 28. After 
sending Frost down the last time, Yeo pointed to Frost’s development as 
the reason. 

“This is what’s right for Morgan,” Yeo said. “There’s no question that this 
is what’s right. There’s a good chance that he could end up back in our 
lineup very soon.” 

Frost, a skilled offensive player, has been working hard on fine-tuning the 
other areas of his game, namely his responsibilities as a center in the 
defensive zone. Yeo said Frost has been a model professional despite 

the shuttling back and forth between the two leagues and believes 
playing big minutes may have helped him with his confidence. 

“From when I talked to Lappy [Phantoms head coach Ian Laperrière], his 
attitude’s been outstanding,” said Yeo. “You know, it’s — obviously, you 
want to stay in the NHL, but at the same time, I think young players, they 
know that there’s a process to becoming a full-time player. And this is a 
tough league. And so I think that he totally embraced the opportunity to 
go down there to get the ice time, to make the most of his situation. 

“And again, I think that he’ll be in a real good position coming into the 
game tomorrow and giving him a good chance to have success.” 

Yeo said he was still working through a few different scenarios and 
hadn’t settled on which line and with whom Frost will play with Saturday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

To make room for Frost, the Flyers option Max Willman to the Phantoms. 
Willman, who has appeared in 34 games with the Flyers (two goals, four 
points), had played in only two game since Feb. 22, including last 
Saturday’s 4-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks. 
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A chip to be used by retooling Flyers knows trade deadline feeling 

 

12H ago / by Jordan Hall4-5 minutes 

 

Crushed by injuries and two double-digit losing streaks, the Flyers are in 
full-on sell mode, enduring one of their worst seasons in franchise 
history.C 

Chuck Fletcher is set to "aggressively retool" the club at the NHL trade 
deadline. 

"Everything's on the table," the Flyers' general manager said Jan. 26. 

Leading up to the March 21 deadline, we'll evaluate the Flyers' 
candidates to be moved. 

We started with Claude Giroux. Next in our series is Derick Brassard. 

Why Brassard could be traded 

The well-traveled veteran center is on an expiring contract for only 
$825,000, so he'd come cheap for a playoff club eyeing a solid rental. 
The Flyers are focused on next season and they'll shop Brassard. 

Contending teams will be interested. Brassard can player center or 
winger and has been through his share of postseason wars, having 
played 117 career playoff games, the most on the Flyers' roster. He's 34 
years old, has played for nine teams and has been traded five times. 
He's a pro that can jump into a lineup and perform. 

"Probably he's been sort of hardened by some of that stuff that's gone on 
throughout his career," Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo said 
Tuesday. "I would also say I think his biggest focus right now is just sort 
of getting back and getting his game going." 

His value will take a knock because of health concerns this season at his 
age. A troubling hip injury has forced Brassard to miss 31 games. He had 
returned three times from the injury only to come back out of the lineup 
the very next game. 

Recently, though, he has stayed in the lineup, playing the last six games 
in which he has put up a goal, an assist, 13 shots and a 57.4 faceoff win 
percentage in 14:27 minutes per game. 

What they're saying 
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Brassard admitted the trade deadline is tough to not think about at this 
time of the year, particularly when a team with experience on the roster 
like the Flyers has underachieved. 

"I think it's in everyone's mind, especially when the expectations were 
high here and obviously we're a little bit far from the playoffs right now," 
Brassard said Wednesday. "Obviously it's in the back of everyone's mind 
in our dressing room. 

"For me personally, I signed here because I believe the Flyers were a 
team to contend for a Cup. We'll see what's going to happen. I haven't 
talked to Chuck or anything or my agent. We'll see what's going to 
happen a week from now." 

Brassard lost the 2014 Stanley Cup Final with the Rangers and has lost 
in the Eastern Conference Final three times — twice in a Game 7 and 
once in a Game 6. 

"That's what we play for; I came really close three times I think in my 
career," Brassard said. "It's really hard, just to even make the playoffs, 
everything has to click. With the salary cap now, it's a really long season, 
you're hoping for your team to stay healthy for a playoff run. Everything 
has to click. 

"I'd like to have another shot. I believe this team has it and I'd like to stay 
here, for sure." 

Projected return 

The Flyers would receive draft pick compensation in return if they're to 
move Brassard. A fourth- or fifth-round selection seems possible. 
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Minor league report: Nailers beaten by Cyclones 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

Forward Sam Houde had a goal and an assist for the Wheeling Nailers in 
an 8-5 road loss to the Cincinnati Cyclones at the Heritage Bank Center 
in Cincinnati on Friday. 

Goaltender Brody Claeys made 15 saves on 21 shots in the defeat for 
Wheeling (30-22-1-0) while forwards Bobby Hampton, Cam Hausinger, 
Brandon Saiegon and Patrick Watling all contributed goals. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Reading Royals on 
Saturday, 7:10 p.m. 
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Penguins forward Brock McGinn sidelined 'week-to-week' with injury 

 

Seth Rorabaugh2-3 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Brock McGinn will be sidelined on a “week-
to-week” basis due to an undisclosed injury. 

McGinn appeared to injure his right hand or arm during the second 
period of Friday’s 5-2 home win against the Vegas Golden Knights at 

PPG Paints Arena. He did not record a shift beyond the 16 minute, 16 
second mark of the middle frame. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan announced McGinn’s status after the 
game and labeled his injury as “upper body.” 

In a video posted on the team’s Twitter account, McGinn can be seen 
wearing a protective apparatus on his right hand or arm. 

Primarily deployed on the team’s bottom-two lines and one of the squad’s 
top penalty-killers, McGinn has appeared in 56 games this season and 
scored 18 points (11 goals, seven assists) while averaging 15:02 of ice 
time per contest. On the penalty kill, McGinn has averaged 1:59 of short-
handed ice time, second-most among the team’s forwards. 

McGinn recorded a primary assist on forward Jeff Carter’s goal at 2:36 of 
the second period on Friday. 

“(McGinn), he’s a tough guy to replace,” Sullivan said. “He just does so 
many of the little things so well. He makes us hard to play against. He 
brings physicality to our lineup, he blocks shots, he’s a good penalty-
killer. He’s just a good hockey player. He plays on both sides of the puck. 
He helps us generate offense. He’s a real stingy player. … He’s a key 
guy for us. But we’ve been through this all year long. It’s going to provide 
opportunities for others. … We’ll see where it goes but guys are going to 
be given opportunities and we need to take advantage of that.” 
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Penguins find ample secondary scoring in win against Golden Knights 

 

Seth Rorabaugh7-9 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Jeff Carter has 413 career goals. That’s a figure worthy of a plaque in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

So he knows how to score. He is also intimately familiar with how difficult 
it can be to score. 

He, like a lot of his teammates who are expected to provide secondary 
scoring for the Penguins, hasn’t had a great deal of success in that 
pursuit as of late. 

Before Friday, the veteran forward had gone 10 games without a goal. 

“I’ve been through many slumps in my career,” Carter said. “When you’re 
in them, you just have to simplify. There’s really nothing else to it. You 
shoot pucks. You go to the net. You score goals in the weirdest way 
when you’re at the net. It’s going to go off your (backside), off your shin 
pad, off your skate. You can’t try to skill your way out of it. Playing as 
direct as you can and just simplifying your game, if you continue with that 
and you’re working hard, eventually, it’s going to come.” 

Goals came from the likes of Carter and other supplemental sources on 
Friday in the Penguins’ 5-2 home win against the Vegas Golden Knights 
at PPG Paints Arena. 

In addition to Carter, defensemen Mark Friedman and Mike Matheson 
and forward Evan Rodrigues contributed offense while sturdy first-liner 
Bryan Rust also found the net. 

“The fact that we got some contributions tonight throughout our lineup, I 
think it just speaks volumes for what we’re capable of and the type of 
team that we can become,” coach Mike Sullivan boasted. “It’s a real good 
example of the type of team that we’re trying to build here and what the 
expectations are throughout our lineup. That’s just the essence of being 
a team.” 
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That essence was diluted a bit by the loss of forward Brock McGinn, who 
suffered an apparent injury to his right arm or hand. Sullivan labeled the 
hard-scrabble bottom-six forward as “week-to-week” following the game. 

The loss of McGinn came with the return of Matheson, who had missed 
five games due to an undisclosed injury. He opened the scoring 18:54 
into regulation. 

Gaining the offensive zone on the right wing, Rust left a drop pass for 
linemate Sidney Crosby, who veered to the top of the right circle. 
Hesitating for a moment, Crosby allowed the play to develop then fed a 
pass to the top of the right circle for the onrushing Matheson, who ripped 
a far-side wrister past goaltender Laurent Brossoit’s glove for his eighth 
goal of the season, most among the team’s defensemen. Crosby and 
Rust had assists. 

It became a 2-0 lead 2:36 into the second period. Settling a puck at his 
own blue line, Penguins forward Valtteri Puustinen, making his NHL 
debut, sprung McGinn on a breakaway with a forehand pass toward the 
center red line. Attacking the net, McGinn had a forehand shot denied by 
Brossoit. The ensuing rebound trickled loose in between Brossoit’s 
skates and was jabbed into the cage by the diligent Carter for his 14th 
goal. McGinn and Puustinen registered assists. 

The Golden Knights responded at the 4:19 mark of the middle frame. 
From his own blue line, defenseman Dylan Coughlan banked the puck off 
the right wing boards and provided an entry for forward Max Pacioretty, 
who got behind Matheson, chased down the puck and backhand 
chopped it towards the front of the crease. 

The puck glanced off of goaltender Tristan Jarry’s stick then Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson’s left skate as Golden Knights forward 
Jonathan Marchessault barged in, knocking down Pettersson. Golden 
Knights forward Jack Eichel followed up on the sequence and swiped a 
forehand shot from the slot past Jarry’s glove for his fourth goal. 
Marchessault and Pacioretty netted assists. 

Things were tied, 2-2, at 8:19 of the second. As a four-on-four sequence 
expired, Golden Knights forward Chandler Stephenson gained the 
offensive zone at center point then fed a pass above the left circle for 
Marchessault. Allowing things to open up, Marchessault fed a pass to the 
slot for defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, whom Crosby was late in pursuing. 
Facing little resistance, Pietrangelo roofed a wrister over Jarry’s glove for 
his eighth goal. Assists went to Marchessault and Stephenson. 

The Penguins reclaimed a lead, 3-2, 3:49 into the third period thanks to 
an unlikely source in Friedman. Gaining the offensive zone on the left 
wing, Penguins forward Brian Boyle glided to the high slot and dished a 
backhand pass to an advancing Friedman. From the right circle, 
Friedman gripped and ripped a wrister past Brossoit’s blocker on the far 
side for his first goal of the season and third of his career. Boyle and 
Carter were credited with assists. 

“I just jumped up,” Friedman said. “(Boyle) saw me, made a great pass. I 
was pretty relieved to see it go in the net.” 

The Golden Knights had two optimal opportunities to tie the game with 
power-play opportunities that began at 7:43 and 10:59 of the third period 
but were limited to three shots by the Penguins’ penalty killers during 
those four minutes. 

“The penalty kill got us some momentum,” Sullivan said. “They did a 
terrific job. That’s one of the better games that we’ve had from a penalty 
kill standpoint. Just collective effort, good pressure. It really was a boost 
for our team in the third period.” 

That boost manifested itself into a power-play goal at 14:49 of the final 
frame that all but secured victory. Taking a pass deep on the left wing, 
Crosby forced a pass to the slot that Golden Knights Nicolas Hague 
broke up only to inadvertently tap it to Penguins forward Jake Guentzel. 
From between the hash marks, Guentzel swept the puck to the right of 
the cage for Rust, who fanned on his initial shot but buried his second 
effort. 

Rust reached the 20-goal mark for the third consecutive season while 
Guentzel logged the only assist. 

Rodrigues, who had been limited to one goal in his previous 25 games, 
collected his 17th of the season on an empty net at 17:43 of the third. 
Defenseman Kris Letang had the lone assist. 

Jarry made 40 saves on 42 shots as his record was elevated to 28-12-6. 

The Penguins as a whole were elevated by a much-needed influx of 
secondary scoring Friday. 

“We definitely don’t want to rely on one line, right?” Carter said. “We 
need everybody to chip in. That’s no secret. It’s something that we’ve 
been working on and trying to find some chemistry, continuity with our 
bottom-six (forwards). 

“It’s something that we’ve got to keep going with. Tonight was a good 
step for us.” 

Notes: 

• Penguins defenseman Brian Dumoulin was scratched due to an illness 
not related to covid-19. Sullivan indicated he would be evaluated 
Saturday. 

• Primarily deployed on the third line, Puustinen logged 10:14 of ice time 
on 14 shifts and registered one shot off three attempts. 

• Puustinen became the second player to wear No. 76 for the Penguins. 
Forward Richard Park was the first. 

• Puustinen (seventh round, No. 203 overall) became the first member of 
the Penguins’ 2019 draft class to play an NHL game. 

• For warmups, Puustinen performed the customary “rookie lap” in honor 
of his NHL debut: 

• Forwards Kasperi Kapanen and Dominik Simon were healthy scratches. 
Kapanen has gone 17 games without a goal. 

• The Golden Knights are one of three active NHL franchises the 
Penguins have never shut out. The others are the Minnesota Wild and 
Seattle Kraken. 
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Penguins activate defenseman Mike Matheson from injured reserve 

 

Seth Rorabaugh5-7 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

The Penguins activated defenseman Mike Matheson from injured 
reserve. An undisclosed injury has sidelined him for the past five games. 

In 50 games this season, Matheson has 21 points, including seven goals, 
most among the team’s defensemen. 

Surprisingly, Matheson replaced defenseman Brian Dumoulin in the 
lineup for Friday’s home game against the Vegas Golden Knights and 
opened the contest skating on the top defensive pairing next to Kris 
Letang. 

Dumoulin was scratched due to illness not related to covid-19. 

To make room for Matheson on the roster, defenseman P.O Joseph was 
assigned to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League 
(AHL). 

Joseph has been recalled to the NHL roster on three occasions this 
season. In four NHL games during the 2020-21 season, he has no 
points. 
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With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, he leads that team’s defensemen in scoring 
with 28 points (nine goals, 19 assists) in 40 games. 

In 57 games this season, Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen has 26 
points (nine goals, 17 assists). 

Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen was a healthy scratch for Friday’s 
game. He did not participate in Friday’s warmups. 

Kapanen has mostly struggled throughout the entire season but had 
been strikingly ineffective as of late, having not scored a goal in his 
previous 17 games. 

“The decisions that we’re trying to make as a coaching staff isn’t about 
whether we like somebody or we don’t like somebody or we’re mad at 
somebody or not mad at somebody,” Sullivan said. “That, for me, doesn’t 
even enter into the equation. We are trying to make decisions that give 
us the best chance to win, and we’re trying to help all our players 
maximize their potential. 

“As far as what our expectation is and how (Kapanen) can help himself 
moving forward — and (Kapanen) and I have had a number of 
conversations about this — is trying to play the game the right way and 
just immersing himself in staying in the moment and playing the game 
the right way.” 

In 53 AHL games this season, Penguins forward Valtteri Puustinen has 
34 points (17 goals, 17 assists). 

In Kapanen’s place, forward Valtteri Puustinen made his NHL debut. He 
opened Friday’s contest on the right wing of the third line with Jeff Carter 
at center and Brock McGinn on the left wing. 

A seventh-round pick (No. 203 overall) in 2019, the Finnish-born 
Puustinen is in the midst of his first season in North America. Recalled 
from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Thursday, he leads that team in scoring 
with 34 points (17 goals, 17 assists) in 53 games. 

“He has a game that could play up and down the lineup,” Sullivan said. 
“When you look at (Puustinen’s) game, his greatest strengths are his 
offensive instincts, his ability to finish, he can really shoot the puck. 
That’s the area of the game where I think (Puustinen) excels. If and when 
we do put him in the lineup, we’re going to try to put him in a position 
where he can play to those strengths.” 

Forward Jan Drozg was a fifth-round pick (No. 152 overall) by the 
Penguins in 2017. 

The Penguins loaned forward prospect Jan Drozg to the Grand Rapids 
Griffins of the American Hockey League (AHL) on Friday. 

Grand Rapids is an affiliate of the Detroit Red Wings. 

This transaction all but brings Drozg’s tenure with the Penguins to an 
end. 

A fifth-round pick (No. 152 overall) by the Penguins in 2017, Drozg is in 
the final year of a three-year entry-level contract. 

In an interview with Sportsklub, a media outlet in his native Slovenia, 
Drozg revealed he had requested a departure from the franchise two 
months ago. 

“I am just happy with the transfer,” Drozg said in a translation of the 
interview. “I think I need a fresh start, some new opportunity after proving 
myself in another NHL organization. I think this is very positive for me. 
The transition came about when I expressed my desire to leave in 
Pittsburgh two months ago, as it seems to me that there was no future for 
me here. The leading people in the organization changed, and with that 
came a change of roles in the team, which was not written on my skin. 
The agent and I then decided it was best to leave the organization. I was 
willing to move anywhere else where they would be willing to offer me a 
chance in the game. In the end, it turned out to be Detroit.” 

In 23 games with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this season, Drozg had 10 
points (four goals, six assists). 

His departure is the latest misstep for what has been thus far proven to 
be a dreadful 2017 draft class for the Penguins. 

• Their first-round pick from that draft (No. 31 overall) was dealt to the St. 
Louis Blues in an ill-fated trade that landed little-used enforcing forward 
Ryan Reaves. 

• Defenseman Zachary Lauzon (second round – No. 51 overall) retired 
from hockey due to concussion woes. 

• Defenseman Clayton Phillips (third round – No. 93 overall) is in his 
senior season at Penn State and is unsigned. 

• Forward Linus Olund (fifth round – No. 155 overall) and defenseman 
Antti Palojarvi (sixth round – No. 186 overall) have each had their NHL 
right relinquished by the Penguins. 

• Defenseman Will Reilly (seventh-rounder – No. 217 overall) is in the 
midst of his second professional season, having split time between the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins and Wheeling Nailers of the ECHL. 
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Once again, Penguins general manager Ron Hextall likes his team 

 

Seth Rorabaugh8-10 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

On April 7, 2021, Ron Hextall held a conference call with local media and 
addressed the upcoming trade deadline that was five days away. 

Hextall professed satisfaction with his roster as it was constructed at that 
time. 

“I like our team,” Hextall proclaimed. “I like our depth. … I like where 
we’re at right now.” 

Five days later (at roughly 1:30 a.m. to be precise), Hextall pulled the 
trigger on a major trade that brought forward Jeff Carter from the Los 
Angeles Kings for a handful of draft picks. 

There was little at the time to suggest that Hextall was on the verge of a 
transaction that significant April 12. He acquired Carter without much 
word leaking out until the late hours of April 11. 

Roughly 11 months later, Hextall is in a similar position as the 2022 trade 
deadline approaches March 21. 

He has limited salary cap space to operate with and has taken a stance 
of being less-than-willing to part with future assets such as prospects or 
draft picks. 

And he has given little indication of what direction he might take with any 
potential trades. 

On Friday, Hextall held court with media at PPG Paints Arena and spoke 
quite a bit over the course of 13 minutes but did not say much that could 
offer any clue as to what — if any — trades he might make. 

“In a cap world, we all have areas that we’d like to fill in a little bit,” 
Hextall said. “But I feel pretty good about the depth of our team. If you 
look at our defense, we’ve been pretty healthy all year, obviously. We 
have guys … P.O (Joseph), Juuso (Riikola). If you look up front, we’ve 
got (Drew O’Connor, Radim Zohorna, Valtteri Puustinen, Filip Hallander 
and Kasper Bjorkqvist). So I feel good about the depth of our team. 

“Would we like to add a little bit up front? Yeah, that would be a fair 
statement. But I think every team would like to add a little bit up front or 
on the back end. I feel good. I don’t feel like I don’t have to do anything. 
But if we can get better, we’re certainly going to try.” 
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With hobbled forward Jason Zucker expected to come off long-term 
injured reserve before the end of the regular season, the Penguins won’t 
have a great deal of projected salary cap space. Any potential trades 
would require some level of salary retention by another team — such as 
what happened in the Carter trade — or jettisoning an incumbent player 
from a roster with which management claims to be satisfied. 

Regardless, scoring depth on the wing of the team’s middle two, or even 
bottom three, lines appears to be a glaring deficiency on the current 
roster. 

Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen has gone 17 games without a goal. 

“When you look at our first maybe 35 games, the depth scoring was 
there,” Hextall said. “Then recently, we can look at the numbers and see 
who it’s dried up for. They’re certainly capable of it. (Forward Kasperi 
Kapanen) had (eight goals in his first 33 games). Now, he’s got (one goal 
in the past 24 games). It’s there. There’s some guys that need to play a 
little bit better. But I think scoring has a little bit of a feel. Even sometimes 
top scorers, it comes and goes. Our guys need to do a little bit better job. 
When you’re not scoring, you dig in a little bit more and get to the net. I 
think we can do a better job of that. I do have confidence that if we can’t 
do something (with a potential trade) that we do have enough scoring. 
Would we like to add a little bit? Of course.” 

Seemingly since the day he was hired in early February of 2021, Hextall 
has maintained a stance of needing to replenish a pool of future assets 
such as prospects and draft picks. Though, the Carter trade did operate 
against the premise (a second-rounder in 2022 and a third-rounder in 
2023 went to the Kings). 

He’s not entirely opposed to doing something similar between now and 
March 21. But not overly eager to do it, either. 

“Do we want to get into our prospect pool and our picks?” Hextall said. 
“Not necessarily. But if the right thing comes up that will help us short 
term but also a little bit longer term, we would certainly look at it. We’ve 
talked to some teams, and I have no idea if anything is going to flush out 
here. We want to be as good as we can be going into the playoffs. If 
there’s a move that makes sense that makes us better — obviously we 
have a cap situation that we have to maneuver around — but if 
everything aligns and we can add someone that helps us for the push 
here, we’ll definitely do it.” 

League-wide, little has happened on the trade market in recent weeks. 
Hextall suggested once a significant trade is made, that could break the 
dam for other transactions. 

“It’s hard to gauge right now because there hasn’t been a lot done,” 
Hextall said. “Typically, the first deal that happens sets the market to a 
degree. There hasn’t been a ton happening yet. So it’s hard to say. 
There’s quite a few sellers. The (Eastern Conference), it’s not typically 
like this where there’s such a gap between the playoffs teams and non-
playoff teams at this point. It’s typically closer. So I think it’s made a few 
more sellers. But I think there’s also a lot of teams against the cap. So it’s 
really finding a fit. It’s going to be an interesting deadline. It always is. I 
anticipate there being a lot of moves. But who knows? The market, 
sometimes it also drops off the last day or two. So we’ll just keep a pulse 
on it and keep conversations going and see if there’s a way for us to 
improve.” 

Penguins defenseman Kris Letang is a pending unrestricted free agent 
this upcoming offseason. 

Another pressing matter is the future of forwards Evgeni Malkin and 
Bryan Rust and defenseman Kris Letang, all pending unrestricted free 
agents this upcoming offseason. 

Hextall offered little of note on those discussions. 

“We’ve certainly been working,” Hextall said. “Obviously (Malkin) and 
(Letang) are two of our top priorities. It’s got to work for both sides. 
Hopefully, at some point, we can make something happen that works for 
both sides, along with (Rust). We’ll continue those talks. Whether we 

shut them down at the trade deadline or not, I’m not sure yet. Typically, 
when the trade deadline comes, I like guys to focus on hockey. But we 
will work. If we’ve got to pick them up after this season, we will do that.” 

Hextall and president of hockey operations Brian Burke have stated a 
long-standing desire to add some physicality to the lineup. But it appears 
that pursuit has waned. 

“You always want to be a big team, but you also want to be fast. You also 
want to be skilled,” Hextall said. “It’s always that fine line of do you want 
to get big and slow and a little bit more unskilled? Or do you want to keep 
your skill? The one thing that I know about this team in my year here is 
that we play through things. 

“Sometimes, when you have a team that’s not the biggest team in the 
league, you ask yourself the question, ‘Can we play through?’ Our team 
does play through. It’s not all about being (6-foot-4). It’s the thickness. … 
Sid is a great example. Sid’s not the tallest guy, but he’s thick and Sid is 
considered a big player. So we have a combination, we go height and 
weight. … You look at guys that are 6-feet, that’s not very big. But a six-
foot thick guy versus a six-foot guy that has an average build, there’s a 
big difference in that. I don’t feel a real need for that. You’d love all your 
players to be (6-foot-2) and 220 pounds and skilled and fast and 
everything else. But that’s just not the way it works.” 

Hextall professed faith in his team’s secondary scoring — i.e. forwards 
such as Danton Heinen, Evan Rodrigues, Brock McGinn, etc. — despite 
those players not finding goals as often as they did earlier in the season. 

“Scoring is something that you always want to improve on,” Hextall said. 
“Again, if you look at the first 35 games, we scored a pretty good rate and 
things have dried up a little bit. There are ebbs and flows in the season 
so you certainly don’t want to overreact to a lack of scoring in your middle 
six (forwards) or your bottom nine (forwards). We know those guys have 
scored. We know they’re going to pick it up. (Sullivan) is pushing to help 
them pick it up right now. Again, it’s something that we’d like to add. But 
with the cap situation, asset-wise and fit-wise, it’s all got to fit together. 
So we’ll continue to look.” 
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Penguins ready to host USA-Canada women’s game at PPG Paints 
Arena 

 

Chris Adamski4-6 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Mike Matheson has appeared in the Stanley Cup playoffs and played in 
the World Championships. 

Nothing compares, though, to the butterflies he has when watching his 
wife. 

“I think the most nervous I have ever been in my life was when she was 
in the gold medal game in (PyeongChang, South Korea, for the 2018 
Winter Olympics),” Matheson said, referring to wife, Emily Pfalzer 
Matheson. 

“There’s something about caring about somebody involved in a sports 
event, especially, and having absolutely no control over it. I have been in 
big games myself and haven’t felt that nervous just because you are in 
the thick of it and you are reading, reacting and focused on doing that.” 

A Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman, Matheson will on Saturday be 
watching Emily work at the rink. This time, Pfalzer Matheson won’t be 
playing for Team USA but will instead be serving as an assistant coach 
for the American women’s hockey national team. And though this time a 
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gold medal won’t be on the line, any time the U.S. faces Canada in 
women’s hockey, plenty remains at stake. 

Saturday’s 4 p.m. game at PPG Paints Arena is dubbed the “Rivalry 
Rematch,” and it will be the first meeting between the best American and 
Canadian women’s hockey players since the Feb. 17 gold-medal game 
at the Olympics in Beijing. 

“The U.S.-Canada (women’s hockey) rivalry is like nothing else,” said 
Matheson, who is from Quebec but has played college and pro hockey in 
the U.S. “I don’t think there’s any other sport where there’s two teams 
that dominate every single tournament that they’re at, and you can pretty 
much flip a coin between the two of them as to who will win each game. 
So I think it’s great that the Pittsburgh fans will be able to see it in 
person.” 

The rosters for Saturday’s game are said to be almost identical to those 
who met for the 3-2 Canada win last month. It was the sixth time in the 
seven Winter Olympics since women’s ice hockey was added that the 
U.S. and Canada met in the gold-medal game. The Canadians have won 
four of the six meetings. The two nations have combined to win all seven 
Olympic gold medals. 

Throw in that the two nations that share the longest international border 
in the world (5,525 miles), and it’s easy to see why the rivalry is so tense. 

“There’s some real charismatic players involved on both sides,” Penguins 
coach Mike Sullivan said, “and I think they do a terrific job in representing 
our sport and their respective teams in such a great way.” 

Saturday’s game is hosted by the Penguins and the Professional 
Women’s Hockey Players Association. It comes 2 ½ years after the 
Penguins hosted a joint training camp for the U.S. and Canadian teams 
at their UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex facility in Cranberry Township. 

That weekend featured a pair of exhibition games. Although Saturday’s 
game, too, is also technically (to use a soccer term) just a “friendly,” the 
bigger venue combined with an Olympic gold-medal game that happened 
just 3 ½ weeks ago should translate into an entertaining atmosphere. 

“I’m excited to see sort of that next level of freedom and creativity get 
unlocked with this game,” Team USA star forward Hilary Knight told the 
Penguins’ official website. “But then also, at the end of the day, it’s USA 
vs. Canada. You never know what’s going to happen, right? So it’s just a 
wonderful time.” 

Team Canada’s Sarah Nurse led all players at the Olympics tournament 
with 18 points, including a goal in the gold-medal game. 

“There’s a lot of pride still on the line,” Nurse said in the 
pittsburghpenguins.com story. “I think any time we get to play, there’s a 
lot of pride. It doesn’t matter if it’s an exhibition game, it doesn’t matter if 
it’s at the Olympics. 

“So it’s going to be pretty fast-paced hockey, it’s going to be good 
hockey, and it’s going to be pretty physical, so we’ll have to be ready for 
that. But we’re very excited, and I think it’s going to be an awesome 
matchup.” 
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Mark Madden: Penguins can't continue to be a 1-line team 

 

Mark Madden4-5 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Enough already with Kasperi Kapanen. He’s got one goal in 17 games. 

Enough already with every other winger that’s been centered recently by 
Evgeni Malkin: Danton Heinen has one goal in 11 games. Evan 
Rodrigues has one goal in 25 games. Jeff Carter has one goal in 17 
games, none in his last 10. 

The Penguins’ top line of Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust 
may be hockey’s best. Its members have 66 goals and 159 points among 
them. 

The brightest spot of Tuesday’s 4-3 home loss to Florida was Crosby, 
Guentzel and Rust each getting an even-strength goal despite often 
being matched against Aleksander Barkov’s line — no easy task. 

But coach Mike Sullivan should think about moving Rust to Malkin’s line. 

It’s a gamble. Malkin’s line could heat up, or everybody involved could go 
cold. 

But the Penguins are a one-line team. It’s too easy to check a one-line 
team, especially in the playoffs. 

Malkin has played OK since starting the season late after knee surgery. 
He has 24 points in 22 games and staged an epic performance when the 
Penguins crushed host Tampa Bay, 5-1, on April 3. Malkin had a goal 
and two assists while dominating physically. 

Malkin has been excellent on the power play. Since his return, the 
Penguins are 21 for 79 with the man advantage, a heady conversion rate 
of 26.8%. 

But Malkin has just 11 even-strength points. He needs to play better 5-
on-5, but also needs better players to play with. 

The Penguins’ salary-cap space ($3 million) and trade capital are limited. 
Acquiring a legit top-six winger before the March 21 NHL trade deadline 
seems unlikely. 

Using pairs of forwards together consistently is common among NHL 
coaches. 

Pair Crosby and Guentzel. Malkin with Rust. Carter with Jason Zucker 
when the latter returns from injury. Rotate the other wingers through 
those duos as needed. (Teddy Blueger, Brock McGinn and Zach Aston-
Reese seem cemented together as the fourth line.) 

That would give the Penguins balance. Balance and the ability to roll four 
lines is paramount come the postseason. 

There is recent precedent: Boston coach Bruce Cassidy broke up the 
Bruins’ so-called “Perfection Line” of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand 
and David Pastrnak to pursue balance. 

The only other option is to leave Kapanen on Malkin’s line and hope he 
comes good. Kapanen has the ability and pedigree. He just isn’t 
delivering. Kapanen is useless. 

Kapanen started Tuesday’s loss to Florida on Malkin’s line, then got 
demoted. That’s happened five times since Malkin returned. Kapanen 
barely played in the third period. He wasn’t a regular during line rushes at 
Thursday’s practice, rotating in and out with bottom-six guys. 

Demotion hasn’t shaken Kapanen awake. Being benched during games 
hasn’t, either. It seems time for a healthy scratch or several. 

Anybody can score one goal in 17 games. Carter, for example. 

The Penguins have been called “stale” in this space. Tuesday’s loss to 
Florida was an example. The Penguins came out flat and were down 2-0 
inside 15 minutes. 

The Penguins have conceded the first goal in seven of their last 10 
games. “Stale” often manifests itself as “flat.” 

Play forwards Radim Zohorna and Drew O’Connor. Get some new-guy, 
different-guy energy in the lineup. They couldn’t contribute less than 
Aston-Reese and Dominik Simon. Or Kapanen. Force those 
underperforming to earn a jersey. 
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Valtteri Puustinen’s call-up is intriguing. The 22-year-old right winger had 
been leading the Penguins’ Wilkes-Barre/Scranton farm team in goals 
and points. He’s a top six-style player. Put him on Malkin’s line. Playing 
him in the bottom six would be a waste. 

Tribune Review LOADED: 03.12.2022 

1238052 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Tim Benz: Should we buy Brian Burke's hard sell about the idea of a 
quiet trade deadline for the Penguins? 

 

Tim Benz4-5 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Penguins president of hockey operations Brian Burke is doing a really 
hard sell on not buying at the trade deadline. 

So much, in fact, that every time he addresses the topic, I now find 
myself more convinced that the Pens are going 180 degrees the other 
way toward being the most active franchise in the league on March 21. 

Call me cynical, but between the NFL Draft and the NHL trade deadline, 
March and April are the misinformation months on the calendar. If you 
hear one thing from a team official, it may be wise to believe the 
opposite. 

Speaking on the Penguins Radio Network Coach/GM show Wednesday, 
Burke told host Josh Getzoff that the audience shouldn’t hold its breath 
waiting for a large-scale trade. 

“I sense that this is going to be a late and quick-reacting deadline. If we 
do anything,” Burke said on the program Wednesday. “We are capped 
out. For us to add a significant piece, we’d have to move money out. 
Money out, for money in. And we aren’t in a position to do much of that 
because we like our team. We like our players.” 

As Burke said, Cap Friendly has the Penguins at $0 in cap room, with 
$4.42 million stashed on long-term injured reserve. One player who is 
coming off the injured list is defenseman Mike Matheson, an occasional 
subject of trade talks. 

But Burke says don’t believe it, even though Matheson’s cap number is 
$4.87 million. 

“We love Mike Matheson,” Burke said. “He is a quality person and a good 
player. It’s not like we’re (thinking), ‘Oh, geez, if we could move Mike, we 
could do … this.’ So we might do nothing.” 

That all sounds good. But the Penguins do need some sort of help. Be it 
another scoring wing to replace the slumping Kasperi Kapanen. Perhaps 
a quality two-way forward to play in the bottom six and add some skill. 
That way, Jeff Carter can stay on Evgeni Malkin’s line. Or maybe a 
rugged defenseman who can clear out the net-front a little bit on defense. 

As Burke said, acquiring any such player that fits any of those 
descriptions would likely mean moving an asset out of the current lineup. 

That may just have to happen, though. The Penguins are 3-4-1 in their 
last eight games. Their next four contests are against teams currently in 
a playoff position. Then they get the suddenly scalding Arizona Coyotes 
who have won four in a row. 

Currently, the Penguins have 77 points. That’s good for a second-place 
tie in the Metropolitan Division with the New York Rangers, eight back of 
first-place Carolina and a five-point cushion on the fourth-place 
Washington Capitals. Washington has won three of its last four games 
and has gotten at least one point in each of them. 

As Burke said, there’s plenty to like about the Penguins’ current players. 
But some of them have to do more. Burke himself called out Kapanen 
during that same interview with Getzoff. 

Can you blame Burke for doing so? Kapanen hasn’t scored in 17 games. 
Evan Rodrigues has just one goal since Jan. 16. Zach Aston-Reese has 
just one goal on the season. Those are holes the Penguins can fill with 
more consistent offensive players. 

No matter how hard Burke is trying to make us believe there’s not much 
reason — or ability — to make many moves of consequence. 
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First Call: Steelers linked to high-profile free agent linebacker, 
cornerback; Penguins may get a break vs. Las Vegas 

 

Tim Benz5-7 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Friday’s “First Call” connects the Steelers to a pair of defensive standouts 
once free agency starts next week. 

Meanwhile, a Pitt product may be “Plan B” in case the Steelers can’t 
keep a current starter. 

It looks like the Penguins will face a backup goalie in their next game. 
And Pitt hockey is still alive in its postseason tournament. 

Bringing in Bobby 

Part of the Seattle Seahawks’ commitment to a rebuild was to say 
goodbye to former “Legion of Boom” Super Bowl winner Bobby Wagner. 
Now he is a free agent. 

A six-time All-Pro, Wagner is 31 years old and is coming off a season in 
which he had 93 solo tackles and set a career high in total tackles (170). 
That was good enough to be second team All-Pro in 2021 before being 
released. 

The NFL Network’s Aditi Kinkhabwala says that Wagner’s name is “being 
thrown around a lot” for the Steelers to acquire during free agency. 

Why not? The Steelers can’t seem to find any answers when it comes to 
the inside linebacker position. Devin Bush had a bad year coming off 
knee surgery. Joe Schobert added little after being acquired in a trade 
before the start of last season, and Robert Spillane appears to be little 
more than a solid backup. 

Pro Football Focus ranked Wagner 15th among linebackers last season, 
ninth against the run. 

The Game Day NFL’s Jordan Schultz also reported that the Steelers may 
have an interest. 

Do the Carlton 

Another defensive free agent that may be of interest to the Steelers is 
Carlton Davis. 

On Thursday, Andrew Fillipponi of 93.7 The Fan reported that an NFL 
source has told him the Steelers may be in the bidding for the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers cornerback. 

“The only reason why the Bucs did not franchise tag him, from what this 
(source) told me, is because of (former Penn State wide receiver) Chris 
Godwin,” added Fillipponi. “They actually had a debate about which one 
to franchise tag and they settled on Godwin, but it was not an open-and-
shut, black-and-white thing.” 
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NFL.com has Davis listed as the second-best cornerback available 
(behind New England Patriot J.C. Jackson) in free agency and the fourth 
best free agent overall. 

The 25-year-old Davis is 6-foot-1 and 206 pounds. Over his first four 
years in Tampa Bay, the Auburn product totaled 207 total tackles (175 
solo), six interceptions, 52 passes defensed, nine tackles for loss, two 
forced fumbles and three fumble recoveries. 

CBS recently projected Davis to the New York Jets on a four-year, $56 
million contract. 

The Steelers have Joe Haden, Ahkello Witherspoon and Arthur Maulet all 
poised to hit free agency from their cornerback depth chart. 

But wait! There’s more 

Fillipponi also added that the Steelers are interested in retaining free 
agent safety Terrell Edmunds. 

If Edmunds does walk, another Bucs defensive back may be on their 
radar. 

Jordan Whitehead had 73 tackles, a forced fumble and two interceptions 
in his fourth year in Tampa Bay. He started 55 of 59 games in his career. 

Edmunds also played four years with the Steelers, starting 60 of 64 
games. In 2021, he had 89 total tackles, plus two interceptions and a 
sack to go along with six pass breakups. 

Losing Lehner 

It doesn’t appear that the Las Vegas Golden Knights will have their 
starting goalie when they play the Penguins at PPG Paints Arena Friday 
night. 

Robin Lehner left Vegas’ road trip and wasn’t in net during the team’s 
game in Buffalo Thursday night. Laurent Brossoit was. He only saw 23 
shots, stopping 21. But the Knights lost 3-1. 

The game was 1-1 with just under four minutes remaining until Buffalo’s 
Victor Olofsson ripped a beautiful power play snipe. 

Former Golden Knight Alex Tuch inflicted the final damage with an empty 
netter. Vegas called up goalie Logan Thompson from the minors, too. 

Lehner missed five games with an upper body injury at the end of 
February. Now he’s dealing with a lower body injury of some sort. 

Via Sportsnet, Golden Knights coach Peter DeBoer didn’t provide details 
on the injury except to say it’s not related to the upper body injury that led 
to Lehner missing five games late last month. 

Lehner is 21-15-1. His goals against average is 2.77, with a save 
percentage of 90.9%. 

Panthers still skating 

Pitt’s club hockey team is still alive in St. Louis for the American College 
Hockey Association Division I national tournament. The Panthers won 
their first game on Thursday against Navy 5-1. 

Devin Barresi stopped 23 of 24 shots. Oldrich Virag scored twice. 

Up next, the 13th-seeded Panthers face 4th-seeded UNLV at 11:15 a.m. 
eastern time Friday. 
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Penguins winger Brock McGinn out week-to-week after sustaining upper-
body injury 

 

Mike DeFabo2-3 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Penguins winger Brock McGinn will be sidelined on a week-to-week 
basis after sustaining an upper-body injury during Friday’s 5-2 win over 
the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Late in the second period, McGinn appeared to take a puck to the hand 
or wrist area. After the game, he was spotted wearing a cast.  

“He's a tough guy to replace,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “He 
just does so many of the little things so well. He makes us hard to play 
against. He brings physicality to our lineup. He blocks shots. He's a good 
penalty killer. He's just a good hockey player.” 

McGinn, 28, joined the Penguins this offseason when he signed a four-
year deal that carries a $2.75 million average annual value. In 55 games 
this season, he’s tallied 11 goals and six assists. However, his value to 
the club goes beyond what can be quantified through offensive statistics. 

As a speedy winger with some edge, McGinn has proved to be a quality, 
role player in the bottom-six and one of the team’s best penalty killers. 
For much of the season, he’s been a snug fit on Teddy Blueger’s 
checking line. During Friday’s game, he initially started on the third line 
alongside Jeff Carter. 

Kasperi Kapanen and Dominik Simon were the two regular forwards who 
were healthy scratches on Friday. One of those two could rejoin the 
lineup next game, as the Penguins reshuffle the lines to fill McGinn’s 
void. 

In the AHL, Kasper Bjorkqvist brings some similar elements to McGinn. 
He could be a call-up option, as could Drew O’Connor, if the club 
chooses to pursue that avenue. 

“We've been through this all year long,” Sullivan said. “It's going to 
provide opportunities for others… We need to take advantage of that.” 
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Mike Sullivan’s shakeup pays off as supporting cast pushes Penguins to 
a win 

 

Matt Vensel5-7 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

If you had clamored for Mike Sullivan to shake up a stagnant Penguins 
lineup, your wish was granted in Friday’s 5-2 win against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

Kasperi Kapanen and Dominik Simon were finally healthy scratches. 
Young Valtteri Puustinen made his NHL debut. And Sullivan unveiled 
three new forward lines at PPG Paints Arena. Plus, Mike Matheson 
rejoined the lineup with a jolt. 

It was far from a perfect performance. Pittsburgh had to shake off a 
sluggish second period to beat an undermanned Vegas team down 
several regulars. That continued a trend of incomplete efforts since last 
week’s victory at Tampa Bay. 

But the Penguins got a goal from three lines and the game-winner from 
an unlikely source, Mark Friedman, to win despite a rare off night from 
their first-liners. It was just the second time in nine games they scored 
more than three times. 

“We’ll see where it goes moving forward,” Sullivan said. “But some of the 
steps we made are encouraging from a team standpoint. We got a 
couple of goals from our blue line. We got contributions up and down the 
lineup and on both sides of the puck. And that’s the kind of effort that we 
need moving forward.” 
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The Penguins’ secondary scoring had dried up weeks ago, other than the 
occasional trickle. Entering Friday, the first line of Sidney Crosby, Jake 
Guentzel and Bryan Rust had scored 33 of their 68 goals over the last 
eight weeks. Evgeni Malkin poured in a few on the power play but his 5-
on-5 scoring was still sporadic. 

Sullivan had finally seen enough in Tuesday’s loss to the Florida 
Panthers. He benched Kapanen, Simon and Evan Rodrigues as the 
Penguins unsuccessfully tried to make a comeback in the third period. 
Asked after that game what else was left to do to try to get Kapanen 
going, Sullivan admitted that he wasn’t sure. 

He had a better idea on Friday. Kapanen was made a healthy scratch for 
the first time since the Penguins traded a first-round pick to acquire him 
in 2020. 

“By no means, because we made this decision, does it change how we 
feel about Kappy,” Sullivan said. “Kappy’s a real good player and he’s a 
real good person. He’s a good teammate. ... Our hope is that maybe a 
different perspective might be beneficial for him and give him an 
opportunity to hit the reset button.” 

Simon also took a seat as Puustinen, 22, made his Penguins debut. The 
fast-rising prospect from Finland skated on Jeff Carter’s right wing. He 
also saw action on the second power-play unit, nearly scoring from the 
bumper spot in the first period. He notched his first career point on 
Carter’s goal during the second. 

And Rodrigues got another chance to skate with Malkin. That line, which 
featured Danton Heinen on the other wing, didn’t score but did threaten 
on a few occasions. Rodrigues got a late empty-netter for just his second 
goal in 27 games. 

There was an unexpected change on the blue line, too. Matheson 
returned from an upper-body injury and stepped into Brian Dumoulin’s 
spot on the top pair next to Kris Letang. Dumoulin was surprisingly out 
with a non-COVID illness. 

Matheson made his presence felt right away. He was active as ever and 
late in the first period took a pass from Crosby and snapped a shot inside 
the right post. With eight goals this season, Matheson is two shy of his 
single-season high. 

The Penguins dominated that period, with 14 shots from the slot with just 
one for the Golden Knights. They also had four odd-man rushes, per 
Sportlogiq. 

It carried over into the second. Carter followed up a rebound 2:36 into the 
period to make it 2-0. It was his first goal since Feb. 10. Seconds earlier, 
Puustinen made a quick read and accurate pass to spring Brock McGinn 
on a breakaway. 

“His English isn’t great so it’s a little tough. But he’s such a smart player,” 
Carter said. “I didn’t know a whole lot about him going into [Friday]. I saw 
him a little bit in training camp so that was about it. But you can tell that 
he’s just a smart player. He reads the game really well. I was very 
impressed with him.” 

But the Golden Knights tied it with goals from Jack Eichel and Alex 
Pietrangelo four minutes apart, with the Crosby line on the ice for both. 
Tristan Jarry had to stop Jonathan Marchessault on a breakaway later to 
keep the score even. 

Early in the third period, Friedman joined the rush, pulled in a pass from 
Brian Boyle and picked his corner on Laurent Brossoit, Jarry’s former 
junior hockey teammate. The blue-liner’s first goal of the season put the 
Penguins back up, 3-2. 

“I was pretty relieved to see it go in the net,” Friedman said with a 
chuckle. 

Teddy Blueger and Co. killed a pair of penalties in the third to make it 
hold up. Then Rust scored an insurance goal on the power play with 5:11 
remaining. 

McGinn exited the game in the second period and was spotted with a 
cast on his right wrist afterward. The winger will be sidelined on a week-
to-week basis. 

The Penguins on Sunday will host the Carolina Hurricanes at PPG Paints 
Arena. They have lost both matchups against the Metropolitan Division’s 
top team. 
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What does Ron Hextall want ahead of the trade deadline? An obvious 
answer has emerged 

 

Mike DeFabo5-6 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

If you gave Penguins general manger Ron Hextall a video game and 
asked him to design his ideal player, a specific archetype emerges. 

“Would we like a big power forward that can run you over, go to the net 
and score goals?” Hextall said. “Of course. Everybody wants one, but 
there's not a whole lot of them out there.” 

That answer was in response to a broader question about the general 
vision of the club in the eyes of the new front office. But as the March 21 
trade deadline approaches, Hextall’s answer also offers a window into his 
priorities over the next 10 days. 

As Hextall explained, almost no player checks all those boxes. How 
many will the Penguins be able to address? 

That largely depends on how Hextall navigates the competing dynamics 
at play. On one hand, the Penguins are like many teams that are pressed 
right up against the  $81.5 million salary cap upper limit. Any contract the 
club takes on, they’ll need to shed one of equal value. Other than the 
volatile Kasperi Kapanen, who is on the last year of a deal that carries a 
$3.2 million cap hit, it’s hard to pinpoint what contract could be taken off 
the books while also making the club better. 

Hextall also recognizes the Penguins enter Friday’s matchup with the 
Vegas Golden Knights carrying the Eastern Conference’s sixth-best 
record even though they played significant chunks of the season without 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. He made a point, unprompted, to say 
he feels comfortable with the depth on defense and likes some of the 
minor league forward options. For those reasons, he doesn’t necessarily 
feel pressured to make a move. 

“I don't feel like I have to do anything,” Hextall said, careful not to paint 
himself into a corner. “But if we can get better, we're certainly going to do 
that.” 

On the other hand, if Hextall does pull the trigger, a pretty obvious need 
has emerged: A middle-six winger who can add depth scoring. If he can 
boost the club’s average height or weight? Even better. And if he’s more 
than a rental? Fantastic. 

“I feel good about the depth of our team. Would we like to add a little bit 
up front [at the forward position]?” Hextall said. “Yeah, that would be a 
fair statement.” 

Even before Hextall stepped in front of the microphone, the Penguins’ 
wish list had become rather obvious. 

Earlier this season when Crosby and Malkin were recovering from their 
respective offseason surgeries, the Penguins counted upon role players 
to step up — something they did admirably. However, in the past 10 to 
20 games, there have been times when that secondary scoring has left 
something to be desired. 
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“When you look at maybe our first game 35 games, depth scoring was 
there,” Hextall said. “Recently, the numbers just show who it's dried up 
for.” 

Entering Friday’s matchup with the Vegas Golden Knights, Jeff Carter 
has one goal in his last 17 games. Evan Rodrigues has scored once in 
25 games. Zach Aston-Reese has one goal in 50 games. Brock McGinn 
has one goal in 16 games. Dominik Simon has three goals in 52 games. 
Danton Heinen has scored one goal in 11 games. Teddy Blueger has two 
goals in his last 18 games. 

The list goes on. 

The issue has been felt especially hard on Malkin’s wings. Six different 
forwards have skated alongside Geno since Jan. 11.  

Perhaps it was fitting that the same day Kapanen is set to shoulder a 
demotion that could land him in the press box as a healthy scratch, 
Hextall was addressing the needs – an apt juxtaposition to explain the 
current dilemma. 

“I think there's some guys that need to play a little bit better,” Hextall said. 
“But I think scoring is usually a little bit of a feel [thing] and I think even 
sometimes top scores, it comes and goes.” 

In terms of what Hextall is willing to give up, the Penguins are set to pick 
in the first round this summer for the first time since 2019 and they’re 
beginning to restock a prospect pool that has often been labeled as one 
of the thinnest in the NHL. Hextall, who earned a reputation as a patient 
builder, said the Penguins aren’t necessarily thrilled about the idea of 
moving a future asset. 

But he also pointed out that “Wayne Gretzky got traded, right?” So for the 
right return, almost anything would be at least considered.  

Hextall mentioned he’s looking for something that will “help us short-term 
but also a little bit longer term,” hinting that he’s searching for something 
more than just a rental. Will they find one to add a scoring punch to the 
middle six? 

“We've talked to some teams and I have no idea whether it's going to 
flush out here,” Hextall said. “We want to be as good as we can be going 
into playoffs ... Obviously we have a cap situation that we'd have to 
maneuver around. But if everything aligns and we can add something of 
that helps us for the push here, we'll definitely do it.” 
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Matt Vensel's Penguins chat transcript: 03.11.22 

 

Matt Vensel7-9 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

Matt Vensel: Good morning, Pens fans. Happy to talk hockey with you 
today. We'll start at noon. But you can send in your questions whenever. 

Matt Vensel: BTW, Ron Hextall is about to chat with reporters at 11 a.m. 
I'll let you know what he had to say before we get to your questions. 

Matt Vensel: All right, folks, Takeaways from Ron Hextall's press 
conference are: 

The Penguins would like to add to their forward group but Hextall says 
that it isn't essential. 

He'd move future assets in the right trade. 

He did mention potentially adding another blue-liner but that seemed like 
less of a priority. 

Talks with Malkin, Letang and Rust are still ongoing but could be tabled 
after the deadline. 

Matt Vensel: And with that, I'll get to your questions. We'll go a half hour 
today. 

Jay Daven: Matt, are you concerned at all about the Pens goalies in the 
playoffs? What was the cause of Jarry's poor showing last year and is 
DeSmith now showing you enough to help in a long playoff run? 

Matt Vensel: Sure I am. Tristan Jarry has had a nice bounce-back 
season but no one knows how he will respond to the adversity he will 
face in this year's playoffs. And while Casey DeSmith has been solid over 
the last few weeks, you still wonder if he will revert back to early-season 
form. But barring a surprise, these are your goalies the rest of the 
season. Tristan's definitely the No. 1. 

Guest: Matt, how could the reasonably dump Kapanen's salary? At this 
point we just need to shed that $3.2 million anchor don't we? 

Matt Vensel: I don't see this being a problem since he's on an expiring 
contract. He might not have much value right now, with him likely being a 
healthy scratch against Vegas tonight. But it's not a situation where the 
Penguins will need to incentivize a team to take on his contract. 

Se Acobo: Vensy, so rusty, malkin & Tanger are all set to hit open 
market. Obviously they cant retain all. Do we envision GMRH moving any 
of them? Cant let all 3 just walk. 

Matt Vensel: I would be absolutely floored if the Penguins traded any of 
them before the deadline, especially Evgeni Malkin or Kris Letang. Their 
foremost priority is maximizing the opportunity that's right in front of them. 
And Hextall seems leery of disrupting team chemistry. 

Tom: Is Malkin a puck hog? Secondary scoring was decent when he was 
out. 

Matt Vensel: Tom, it would be pretty remarkable if he was such a puck 
hog that players on other lines weren't getting it... 

Guest: Has Letang’s play moved more toward his old high risk high 
return play over the last 2 months or so? He seemed to more disciplined 
earlier in the year, and his decision making and gravity of mistakes 
seems to have increased significantly. 

Matt Vensel: That has definitely been the case. I wrote a story in early 
January about how he was playing really strong, smart hockey. And he 
immediately torpedoed that premise. He will need to rein that back in 
before the playoffs, but at least there's recent evidence that suggests he 
can thrive and still produce playing a more responsible style. 

Surley: I’m hoping we pick up a few players that are pests and hit 
everything in sight. I was at the Tampa game and Friedman was doing 
just that. We have enough fast guys that don’t score. Thoughts? 

Matt Vensel: Don't get your hopes up, Surley. I'd set the over/under on 
deadline additions at 1.5 players. But that one significant pickup could 
check those boxes for you... 

Super66fan: last trade thought… keep Matheson and trade Marino for 
Manson. I know Sully doesn’t necessarily agree, but don’t the Penguins 
need some physicality on the back end for the playoffs? thnx for the 
chats Matt! 

Matt Vensel: So you want to trade a young, right-handed defenseman for 
a rental? And with Letang heading into free agency? I know Marino is 
having another up-and-down season, but that's a very shortsighted 
approach. 

Se Acobo: Why would they hire a guy like hextall who they know is 
shrewd at the end of this Era where retooling and making trades are the 
only way to get them past the 1st round. 

Matt Vensel: That's a fair critique of Hextall for sure. He is clearly trying to 
thread the needle of competing now without leaving the organization in 
total ruins when Sidney Crosby retires, like we saw in the early 2000s. 
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That's will be pretty tough to pull off. Say what you want about Jim 
Rutherford's decisions, but it was hard to fault him for chasing more Cups 
while his top guys were still in their primes. 

Super66fan: don’t the Penguins *have* to try Valtteri Puustinen on 
Malkin’s wing if they won’t move Rust there? and why did they wait so 
long to find out if there’s a potential fit? would’ve been nice to find out 
with more time before the trade deadline 

Matt Vensel: We could see that tonight against Vegas or at some point in 
the next week. As for the timing, they presumably didn't want to rush a 
young player in his first season in North America, especially with the 
Pens playing well and scoring a bunch of goals until about a month ago. 
I, for one, am excited to see what Puustinen can do at the NHL level. I 
think he's the one forward prospect who could potentially make an impact 
down the stretch. 

Super66fan: Matheson, Kapanen, Poulin and 1st round pick for JT Miller 
and a 4th. flip the 4th for Chara… gives you a legit 2nd line and some 
experience, physicality and snarl on the back end. if Vancouver was 
game would you do this? 

Matt Vensel: Definitely looks enticing on paper. But do we know that Jim 
Rutherford actually wants to take on Matheson's contract in Vancouver? 
And can Chara, at his age, fit in with the way the Penguins want to play? 
Anyway, there are definitely trades there to be made with GMJR and the 
Canucks if Hextall is interested in their forwards. 

Guest: Any news on if zucker is coming back before the playoffs or can 
the pens use his cap hit for a trade? 

Matt Vensel: Zucker has started skating and is expected to be back 
before the end of the regular season. So no dice. 

Guest: Isn’t it time to scratch Dominik Simon & Zach Aston Reese ? 

Matt Vensel: If and when the Penguins ever get healthy, Simon will not 
be in the lineup. And it will be interesting to see if Mike Sullivan would 
actually use Brian Boyle over ZAR in the playoffs. That could come down 
to matchups. 

Matt Vensel: Any more questions, folks? I could take one or two more... 

kevin in Punxsy: Has Carter lost something from last year? 

Matt Vensel: Kevin, I don't think so. It would be unrealistic to expect him 
to score two out of every three games like he did last season. I think what 
we saw from him in November and December is probably what the 
Penguins will get in the playoffs. He's a gamer. I'm not worried about him. 

Dan Mucy: Matt....same scenario as other playoff exits....shut down our 
top line...no one else scored. Gotta get some help, right? 

Matt Vensel: Dan, that might be oversimplifying their lack of playoff 
success the last three years. But your point about the secondary scoring 
is definitely valid. I believe the Pens know that it needs to be addressed 
and will explore all of their options there before the March 21 deadline. 

Matt Vensel: That's going to do it for today, folks. Many good questions, 
as always. We'll do this again next Friday. Should be lots of rumors to 
dive into then with the deadline so close. Have a great weekend! 
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From The Point: Marino for Boeser? A Kessel reunion? Evaluating your 
Penguins trade proposals 

 

Matt Vensel10-12 minutes 3/11/2022 

 

The NHL trade deadline is just 10 days away. Will the Penguins be 
players? 

“We're probably not going to be able to do much,” Pittsburgh president of 
hockey operations Brian Burke told the Post-Gazette on Sunday. “We're 
capped out. I can't imagine we're going to do something big or noisy at 
the deadline.” 

All right, then what can we reasonably expect the front office to pull off? 

This week, I asked folks on Twitter to send over trade offers that they 
thought the Penguins should consider. Most of the proposals were pretty 
modest. So it seems like most fans have realistic expectations for the 
March 21 deadline. 

I will now pull on my general manager hat, which is quite luxurious with a 
bunch of feathers and bling, and evaluate those offers. By doing so, I 
hope to give insight into what the Penguins may be thinking and looking 
for in the coming days. 

PROPOSAL #1: Welcome back, Phil? 

Kasperi Kapanen and a third-round pick to the Coyotes for Phil Kessel 

Kessel is a good bet to get traded before the deadline. Any chance he 
could come back to Pittsburgh, where he won a couple of Stanley Cups? 
This seems like a fair price, though Arizona would have to retain some 
salary to make it work. 

But even if you set aside the fact that Kessel has just four even-strength 
goals this season, do you really think coach Mike Sullivan is going to go 
for this considering how Kessel’s tenure ended here a few years ago? It’s 
not happening. 

PROPOSAL #2: Calling the Canadiens 

Kapanen and a second-round pick to the Canadiens for Artturi Lehkonen 

That’s more like it. While Lehkonen has never filled the Stanley Cup with 
hot dogs or trolled his own national team on Twitter, he’s a useful middle-
six winger. 

Lehkonen had 13 goals entering Thursday but is more of a defensive 
forward. Plus, he is a lefty. So he’s redundant with others on the roster, 
sort of a Zach Aston-Reese with better finishing ability. I don’t think that 
moves the needle enough. 

PROPOSAL #3: Loosening the logjam 

Marcus Pettersson goes to the Jets straight up for forward Andrew Copp 

Acquiring Copp would require roster reshuffling. Jeff Carter might have to 
move to the wing to accommodate Copp, who could be their third-line 
center. And the path is cleared for young Pierre-Olivier Joseph to be a 
regular. Plus, moving Pettersson would give the Penguins more financial 
wiggle room this summer. 

But does this trade make them a better team this spring? I’m not so sure. 

And are the Jets doing this anyway? Unless they’re in love with 
Pettersson, who moves to the rough-and-tumble Pacific, they aren’t 
taking on his contract. He has had a nice bounce-back season, but I still 
don’t think that’s a coveted asset. 

PROPOSAL #4: Please, take this junk 

Dom Simon, Juuso Riikola and a fifth-rounder for Anaheim’s Max 
Comtois 

First off, apologies to Simon and Riikola (and the fifth-rounder, too, if it 
happens to read this) for referring to them as junk. It’s not meant to 
describe their respective games. Point is Pittsburgh’s spare parts will be 
of no use to Anaheim. 

I get why Jesse B., who sent me this one via DM, is intrigued by Comtois. 
He’s big, young, willing to drop the gloves. And he’s under team control 
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beyond this season, which is something that will appeal to Hextall and 
the Penguins. 

But if I’m dialing the Ducks, I’m inquiring about Rickard Rakell, the former 
30-goal scorer. He will make the Penguins better but won’t come cheap, 
possibly costing them their top pick in addition to Kapanen. I’m not sure I 
would do that. 

Another Ducks player worth monitoring: right-shot defenseman Josh 
Manson. In addition to a middle-six scorer, the Penguins could use a 
bigger blue-liner. 

PROPOSAL #5: The Marino whispers 

Trader Jim sends Brock Boeser to the ‘Burgh for Kapanen and John 
Marino 

Vancouver fans filled my mentions with comments about Marino after I 
noted on Twitter that former Penguins exec Derek Clancey, who is now 
with the Canucks, was scouting Tuesday’s game at PPG Paints Arena. 
Apparently, someone out there suggested the Penguins could trade the 
blue-liner for Brock Boeser. 

Sure, they could use a right-handed sniper like Boeser. And we know 
that Jim Rutherford, who runs the Canucks now, is the one who signed 
Marino to that long-term contract here. But trading Marino leaves the 
Penguins dangerously thin on the right side, especially with Kris Letang 
nearing free agency. 

Doing a deal with Rutherford would make a lot of sense. But this ain’t it. 

PROPOSAL #6: Pushing their chips in 

Penguins trade a player and a first-round or prospect for a Canucks 
castoff 

The second that the rebuilding Canucks hired Rutherford, I pictured him 
calling up Penguins general manager Ron Hextall to see what it would 
take to get his guys. GMJR signed Pettersson and Marino. Traded for 
Kapanen and Jason Zucker. Added Joseph, Sam Poulin and Nathan 
Legare to Pittsburgh’s prospect pool. 

And he has something the Penguins need: wingers who know what a 
goal is. 

Boeser, J.T. Miller and Conor Garland each would bring something 
different to the table. Boeser is a pure goal-scorer. Miller, the local 
product, is feisty and versatile and leads the Canucks in points. Garland 
is an undersized grinder. 

The cost would presumably vary by player, but the general thought is that 
it would take Kapanen’s contract, a first-round pick and maybe a Joseph 
or Poulin to get it done. Another player or a third team would likely need 
to be involved to make the money work from the Penguins’ standpoint. 
But this is the framework. 

If you think your team has a real shot to win it, this is one all-in move to 
make. 

POINT SHOTS 

• Sitting down Kapanen, as Sullivan is expected to do Friday night 
against Vegas, is the right call. Not being able to score is an issue for a 
few Penguins right now, Kapanen being at the top of that list. But the 
other guys still find other ways to impact the game positively. That just 
hasn’t been the case for Kapanen. 

The winger simply does not use his wheels often enough to forecheck or 
threaten opponents inside the offensive zone. Maybe watching Bryan 
Rust, Jake Guentzel and even Teddy Blueger from up above makes the 
light bulb flicker on. 

• Now is as good of a time as any for Valtteri Puustinen to make his NHL 
debut and get a look in their middle-six. The fast-rising prospect is on the 
smaller side but he’s lit it up in the American Hockey League in his first 

season in North America. If any prospect can provide a Guentzel-esque 
spark this spring, it’s him. 

• I’d see what Puustinen has skating next to Evgeni Malkin or Jeff Carter 
before I break up the Crosby line, something Sullivan admits he has 
considered. Keep reading to see just how important that line has been 
the last two months. 

• Mike Matheson returns soon. When he does, who is the odd man out? 

Mark Friedman has certainly made a case to keep his sweater. While he 
is prone to defensive lapses, he brought a needed edge to this blue line. 
Matheson, meanwhile, was playing some pretty good hockey next to 
Chad Ruhwedel prior to his injury and would give a boost to the team’s 
transition game. 

One thing I know is that you cannot play Matheson and Friedman 
together. It would be entertaining, for sure. But it might make Sullivan 
jump off the Jumbotron. 

• It sounds like promising goalie prospect Filip Lindberg, out since 
November with an ankle injury, won’t play again this season. Hopefully 
there are no lingering issues with that going forward because he has an 
impressive mental makeup. 

THREE STARS 

3. Casey DeSmith. He stole a point for the Penguins with his stellar 
performance in Carolina. He made 39 saves in the OT loss. More 
important, he has quelled concerns about the backup goalie situation 
with his play these last few weeks. 

2. Jake Guentzel. Three straight games with a goal to snap out of a mini-
slump by his standards. Last Friday, Guentzel also reminded us how 
good he is as a passer by sliding an assist through a defender’s legs to 
this week’s No. 1 star. 

1. Sidney Crosby. His two-point night in Tuesday’s loss to the Panthers 
made it three games in a row with multiple points for the captain. Despite 
missing a dozen games in the fall, he now trails Guentzel, the team 
leader in points, by two. 

YOU ASKED… 

Adam (@nevadaadam775 on Twitter) asks: What is wrong with Penguins 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin? It’s actually starting to hurt to watch him 
struggle. 

No doubt there have been moments in recent weeks when Dumoulin 
looked off, whether he got beaten up the ice in transition or lost track of 
attackers inside the zone. But despite a few blatant miscues, his body of 
work remains solid. 

According to our friends at Sportlogiq, many of his individual statistics are 
similar to that of each of the previous two seasons – things like stick 
checks, denials at the blue line, puck battles won and passes broken up 
in the defensive zone. He actually ranks among the NHL’s top 40 blue-
liners in those last two areas. 

Zooming out to a team level, no, the Penguins aren’t as defensively 
dominant with him on at 5-on-5 as they were in 2019-20. But they are still 
fairly stingy. 

STAT N’AT 

33 – goals scored by Crosby, Guentzel and Rust in the last 21 games. 
The rest of the Penguins have 35. All but five players have tallied three or 
fewer goals. Woof. 

FINAL BUZZER 

Pittsburgh’s challenging three-game stretch against top-five teams in 
Tampa Bay, Carolina and Florida only crystalized how I’ve felt about 
them all season. 

The Penguins are a second-tier Stanley Cup contender, capable of 
hanging with any team and maybe taking a playoff series or two if the 
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matchups break right. But as well as the Crosby line is playing and even 
with Malkin starting to make more of an impact at 5-on-5, I seriously 
doubt that this team will go all the way. 

The next 10 days will tell us what Hextall believes. Will he give up a first-
round pick or a top prospect to give the core players a little more help? 
Or does he keep his powder dry for what will be one of the biggest 
offseasons in Penguins history? 
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Penguins Postgame Chat: Puustinen, Friedman, and What Penguins did 
Right 

 

Published 6 hours ago on March 11, 2022 By Chase Wilpert3-3 minutes 
3/11/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins had a great first period, a vanishing act in the 
second, and surged past a lackluster Vegas Golden Knights team in the 
third for a 5-2 win at PPG Paints Arena on Friday. 

Mike Matheson and Mark Friedman scored goals as late trailers, who 
slipped past the Vegas forwards undetected. 

“He always seems to be involved in something,” Carter said of Friedman, 
who also drew coincedental roughing penalties with William Carrier in the 
second. “He’s aggressive, he’s not shying away from anybody.” 

Jeff Carter and Evan Rodrigues (EN) scored goals to add more 
secondary scoring. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now editor-in-chief Dan Kingerski joined 93-7 host 
Paul Zeise following the Penguins win. Dan broke down what the 
Penguins did well, from activating defensemen to open space to 
outworking the Vegas Golden Knights in the third. 

He also helped Paul pronounce Valterri Puustinen. (Poos-ten-en), who 
made his NHL debut and earned his first assist. 

The Penguins underwent several lineup changes. Kasperi Kapanen and 
Dominik Simon were healthy scratches. Brian Dumoulin was also a 
scratch with a non-COVID illness. 

At the end, Paul also got Dan’s thoughts on Ron Hextall’s morning press 
conference, and Hextall’s comment that “even Wayne Gretzky was 
traded.” Could the Pittsburgh Penguins deal prospects and a first-round 
pick? Could the Penguins say goodbye to Kris Letang and Evgeni Malkin 
after the season? 
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Penguins Pull Away, Carter and Friedman Power 5-2 Win over Vegas 
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The Pittsburgh Penguins (35-14-9) started strong and finished strong. 
The second period was one they want to forget, but all is well that ends 
well as Mark Freidman and Bryan Rust scored third period goals and the 
Penguins pulled away for a 5-2 win at PPG Paints Arena on Friday night. 

After an absentee second period, the Penguins found their footing early 
in the third period. The Jeff Carter line with 22-year-old rookie Valtteri 
Puustinen in his first NHL game and Brock McGinn struck for the second 
time. Vegas covered Carter and Brian Boyle on the Penguins rush, but 
defenseman Mark Friedman was undetected on the backside. 

Friedman (1) ripped the clean look top-shelf past Vegas goalie Laurent 
Brossoit from the right-wing circle to give the Penguins a 3-2 third period 
lead. 

Friedman had a goal, three shots, one hit, and nearly drove Vegas 
centerman William Carrier to murderous rage in front of the Vegas net. 

“Like I said a few days ago, he’s a wildman,” Bryan Rust smirked when 
he spoke of Friedman. 

On a later third period power play, Bryan Rust (20) provided the 
backbreaker when he was uncovered near the net. He got two whacks at 
the yawning cage. 

Evan Rodrigues (17) scored for the first time since the 8th grade picnic 
when he tallied the empty netter. His last goal was Feb. 20, and Jan. 6 
before that. 

The Penguins were especially good in the first period and start of the 
second. They outshot Vegas 16-5 in the first period, outchanced them 
10-4 and scored the only goal. 

“I think it’s big for our confidence, especially coming out and having a 
good first period. I think that’s been the focal point of ours here. We had 
a great start,” Rust said. “And obviously not the greatest second period. 
But what we needed to do is win the third period. I thought that we came 
out strong and obviously ‘Freeds’ a huge goal and then two huge kills. 
And then we get one on the power play which was nice.” 

Defenseman Mike Matheson was activated from the IR about one hour 
before game time and was immediately thrust onto the Penguins top pair 
with Kris Letang because Brian Dumoulin was a scratch. 

Matheson had a few rushes and buried his best chance. Sidney Crosby 
spotted Matheson as the trailer in the slot. Matheson (8) ripped the high 
wrister past Brossoit. 

Brock McGinn had a breakaway early in the second period. Brossoit 
made the save but couldn’t find the loose puck in his pads. Jeff Carter 
(14) was the first on the scene and poked the loose puck into the net. 

Puustinen sprung McGinn on the breakaway. He earned his first NHL 
point in his first NHL game. 

“My Finnish isn’t very good, but you know, we talked a little bit before the 
game, just about some draws and whatnot. His English isn’t great, so it’s 
a little tough, but he’s such a smart player,” Carter said of Puustinen. 
“…So you could tell that he’s just a smart player. He reads the game 
really well. I was very impressed with him tonight.” 

However, the second period belonged to Vegas, which outshot the 
Penguins 15-4 in the first 15 minutes of the middle period. 

About 90 seconds after the Penguins claimed the 2-0 lead, Vegas 
mounted a comeback. Matheson allowed Max Pacioretty a free pass to 
the Penguins net and Jack Eichel (4) was also uncovered for the rebound 
putback. 

Midway through the second period, Vegas tied the game, again after 
Penguins’ defensive miscues. Three Penguins defenders converged on 
Vegas winger Jonathan Marchessault, leaving defenseman Alex 
Pietrangelo wide open. Pietrangelo (8) was at full speed and had no 
trouble whipping a point-blank shot past Tristan Jarry. 

Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson was injured midway through 
the second period when he blocked a shot that first hit the inside of his 
knee and deflected off his jaw. After falling to the ice for a few moments, 
Pettersson immediately went to the locker room. He returned for the third 
period. 
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Vegas outshot the Penguins 22-7 in the second period. The good vibes 
and momentum built in the first 22 minutes quickly soured until 
Friedman’s tally. 

Jarry stopped 39 of 41 shots. Brossoit was also very good. He turned 
aside 28 of 32. 

Kasperi Kapanen and Dominik Simon were healthy scratches. Brian 
Dumoulin was also a scratch. Vegas has lost eight of 12 since Jack 
Eichel joined their lineup. 

Head coach Mike Sullivan announced after the game that Brock McGinn 
will be out week-to-week with an upper body injury. 
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Puustinen Makes NHL Debut, Gets Rookie Lap; Kapanen, Simon, & 
Dumoulin Scratched 
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The Pittsburgh Penguins lines had a few unexpected faces when they 
faced the Vegas Golden Knights on Friday night at PPG Paints Arena. 
Most notably, rookie Valtteri Puustinen made his NHL debut. 

Puustinen, the Penguins 2019 seventh-round pick (204th overall), is the 
first player of the Penguins 2019 draft class, which included Sam Poulin 
and Nathan Legare, to make his NHL debut. The 5-foot-9 forward with 
shifty feet and soft hands led the WBS Penguins in goals (17) and points 
(34). 

Puustinen, 22, skated beside Jeff Carter and Brock McGinn on the third 
line. 

With the rookie in the lineup, Kasperi Kapanen was a healthy scratch, as 
was Dominik Simon. Brian Boyle was back in the lineup on the wing, 
beside Teddy Blueger and Zach Aston-Reese. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins also activated Mike Matheson before the game 
but scratched Brian Dumoulin without explanation. However, Dumoulin is 
unlikely to be out for an extended period because the Penguins also 
made room on the roster by re-assigning defenseman P.O. Joseph. 

PHN will update the story as needed throughout the night. 
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Pittsburgh Penguins’ top prospect P.O. Joseph didn’t get any NHL action 
in his latest recall. Friday evening, the Penguins re-assigned the 22-year-
old defenseman to the WBS Penguins and activated d-man Mike 
Matheson. 

Matheson was dealing with a nagging upper-body injury. He last played 
on Feb. 24 against the New Jersey Devils. The following day, head 
coach Mike Sullivan announced that Matheson was out week-to-week. 

Matheson, 28, has 21 points (7-14-21) in 50 games. 

P.O. Joseph has played in four games with the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
40 AHL games this season. With WBS, Joseph’s career-high nine goals, 
19 assists, and 28 points lead all team defensemen, and his point total 
ranks second on the team. 

In 20 career NHL games, the 6-foot-2, 185-pound defenseman has 
recorded one goal, four assists, and five points. Joseph has accumulated 
58 points (13-45-58) in 115 games since turning pro in the 2019-20 
season with the WBS Penguins. 

The Penguins host the Vegas Golden Knights at PPG Paints Arena on 
Friday and the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. 
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What Ron Hextall, Penguins Want at NHL Trade Deadline; Prospects 
May Play a Role 
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So tell me what he wants, what he really, really wants? With the NHL 
trade deadline just 10 days away and new prospects arriving, Pittsburgh 
Penguins GM Ron Hextall addressed the media on Friday morning and 
did his best to leave a little mystery at PPG Paints Arena. 

On several occasions, Hextall specifically delineated the team’s first 35 
games, some of which were played without Sidney Crosby and all of 
which were without Evgeni Malkin. The last 23 games have been a roller 
coaster of effort, losses, mistakes and dreary performances. 

Even the Pittsburgh Penguins GM admitted it had been two different 
teams. 

Slipped into Hextall’s press conference was a harken back to the strategy 
the 2016 Penguins used effectively. Remember the AHL kids (Bryan 
Rust, Tom Kuhnhackl, Conor Sheary, and more), who provided a jolt of 
energy and enthusiasm that kept the war-weary Penguins fresh and 
energetic. 

Hextall would like to see the team play with more energy, which he could 
address internally. While he said the Penguins prospects aren’t 
untouchable, he did not give the green light. Instead, he cited a handful 
as potential solutions to the Penguins energy crisis. 

“Well, it depends what part of the season you look at, I guess. I think the 
first 35 games, we played so well. We had a lot of players out of our 
lineup, and then let’s be real, also top players. So I thought we did a 
really good job there,” Hextall said. “I think right now I’d like to see a little 
bit more energy in our game, a little bit more consistency. So from that 
standpoint, we’ll see what happens tonight and kind of address those if to 
go along and, Puusty is up now, and P.O. Is up now. So there are some 
things that we can do internally here that we’ll continue to evaluate.” 

Puusty is 2019 seventh-round pick Valtteri Puustinen, who was recalled 
on Thursday. 

Hextall did his best to avoid specifics but admitted at least one obvious 
area he would like to address. In his nearly 15-minute press conference, 
he admitted the Penguins would like a forward. If possible. 

The Penguins middle-six, especially Kasperi Kapanen and Evan 
Rodrigues, have vanished from the score sheets. Kapanen may not play 
on Friday night against the Vegas Golden Knights, falling so far as to be 
a healthy scratch. 
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Sullivan wouldn’t confirm or deny the possibility in his pre-game presser. 
But Kapanen has just two points (0-2-2) in his last 17 games. 

It takes two to tango at the NHL trade deadline, and Hextall confirmed 
the Penguins are talking to a few teams but pumped the breaks on 
anything imminent. 

“Would we like that a little bit upfront? Yeah, that would be a fair 
statement, but I think every team would like that a little bit upfront or 
maybe on the back end. So I feel good. I don’t feel like I have to do 
anything, but if we can get better, we’re sure we can try,” Hextall said. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Prospects 

It could be noted Hextall also referenced the prospects in his answer. 

“I feel pretty good about the depth of our team. If you look at our defense. 
We’ve been pretty healthy all year. Obviously, we have guys even down 
in the minors. P.O. (Joseph). Juuso (Riikola). So I think if you look 
upfront, you know, we’ve got OC (Drew O’Connor) and Z (Radim 
Zohorna), and Puustinen, (Filip) Hallander, (Kasper) Bjorkqvist. So I feel 
good about the depth of our team,” Hextall said. 

Did anyone notice he didn’t mention the top 2019 draft picks, Sam Poulin 
and Nathan Legare? Both have struggled in their professional debut 
season. The team moved Poulin to center in January. 

But I digress. 

The Penguins’ middle-six has been non-existent for too many of the last 
23 games. Since Evgeni Malkin returned to the lineup, the second and 
third-line wingers have counterintuitively scored less, even as Malkin 
scores more. 

Danton Heinen, Jeff Carter, Kapanen, Brock McGinn, and Evan 
Rodrigues haven’t scored at a rate commensurate with their role. The 
Crosby line with Rust and Jake Guentzel currently accounts for about 
40% of the Pittsburgh Penguins even-strength offense. Most nights, it 
seems well more. 

The drop-off has created a steep need before the NHL trade deadline 
unless Hextall bets on one of those players rediscovering their groove. 

“When you look at the first, maybe 35 games, the top-scoring was there. 
And then recently, we can look at the numbers and show who it’s dried 
up for. So they’re certainly capable of it. I think Kappy had eight goals in 
the first 35 or so games…,” Hextall said. “So I think, yes, it’s there. I think 
there are some guys that need to play a little bit better…So yes, I do 
have confidence that if we can’t do something, we do have enough 
scoring, but would we like to add a little bit of scoring? 

As I said, of course.” 
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The Vegas Golden Knights (32-22-4) didn’t have a good time in Buffalo 
on Thursday. The former home of Jack Eichel booed every time he 
touched the puck, and the Buffalo Sabres beat Vegas 3-1. Friday night, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins (34-15-9) get the leftovers for the reeling Golden 
Knights, which are now barely clinging to a playoff spot. 

The puck drops at PPG just after 7 p.m. 

Vegas is only two points ahead of the Edmonton Oilers for third place in 
the Pacific Division and has played one more game. They’ve lost seven 
of the 11 games Eichel has played. 

The Penguins aren’t clicking on all cylinders either, but a playoff spot is 
all but assured. On Thursday, Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan 
rotated Kasperi Kapanen on the fourth line with Zach Aston-Reese. 
Kapanen could get a plate of press box nachos on Friday. 

Evgeni Malkin will likely have at least one new linemate, Evan Rodrigues. 

The Penguins lost to the Florida Panthers, fairly convincingly, 4-3 on 
Tuesday night. While the score may have been close, the Penguins 
scored both 5v5 goals within nine seconds, and Sidney Crosby scored 
with the extra attacker late in the third period. The Penguins lost two of 
their last three games, each to an Eastern Conference power. 

Secondary scoring has gone arctic cold for the Penguins. Evan 
Rodrigues, Jeff Carter, Danton Heinen, Kapanen, and other middle-six 
insertions have not contributed offensively. 

The Penguins’ top line with Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel, and Bryan 
Rust has accounted for about 40% of the Penguins even-strength 
offense. 

Of course, the NHL trade deadline looms, too. The Penguins trade 
targets seem to include the Vancouver Canucks, and the Buffalo Sabres. 
Penguins GM Ron Hextall will speak Friday morning. 

The Vegas Golden Knights have sputtered since Eichel joined their 
lineup, and they are now in the thick of a playoff fight. If Edmonton 
passes them, they’re only one point ahead of the Dallas Stars for the 
second wild-card spot, but Dallas has three games in hand. 

Uh oh. 

Penguins defenseman Mike Matheson was a full-go at practice on 
Thursday, but he skated with P.O. Joseph on the extra pairing, so he 
doesn’t figure to play on Friday. However, he is now day-to-day. 

Due to a lower-body injury, Golden Knights goalie Robin Lehner was sent 
back to Vegas on Thursday. Third goalie Logan Thompson is the likely 
starter for Vegas. 

Tristan Jarry most likely starts for the Penguins. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines 

LW C RW 

Jake Guentzel Sidney Crosby Bryan Rust 

Danton Heinen Evgeni Malkin Evan Rodrigues 

Brock McGinn Jeff Carter Valtteri Puustinen 

Brian Boyle Teddy Blueger Zach Aston-Reese 

LD RD 

Brian Dumoulin Kris Letang 

Marcus Pettersson John Marino 

Mark Friedman Chad Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

Tristan Jarry 

Casey DeSmith 

Expected Vegas Golden Knights Lines, per Puckpedia.com: 

Pacioretty-Eichel-Marchessault 

Dadonov-Karlsson-Amadio 

Carter-Stephenson-Roy 
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Rondbjerg-Leschyshyn-Kolesar 

Defense: 

Hague-Pietrangelo 

Whitecloud-Theodore 

Hutton-Coughlin 

Goalie: 

Logan Thompson 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes: 

*The Vegas Golden Knights PP ranks 24th, the PK 18th. The Penguins 
power play has slipped back to 14th, and the PK to fourth. 

*RECENT TRANSACTIONS Mar. 10 – F Valtteri Puustinen recalled from 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins (AHL). Mar. 10 – F Corey 
Andonovski signed to a two-year, entry-level contract. Mar. 9 – F Kasper 
Bjorkqvist re-assigned to the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins (AHL). 

*The Penguins have points in 18 of 23 games against Western 
Conference opponents this season (13-5-5). 

*In three career starts versus Vegas, Tristan Jarry is 2-1-0 with a 2.35 
goals-against average and a .915 save percentage. 

*Among players who have played at least 45 games, only Winnipeg’s 
Dominic Toninato (13) has been on the ice for fewer even-strength goals 
against than Zach Aston-Reese (14). 

*Evgeni Malkin has points in 11 of 12 home games that he’s played this 
season (5-8-13). 

Penguins Betting 

Have fun with college basketball? Get even bigger boosts, and bet $5 to 
win $200 on your team with the DraftKings promo. 

As always, make a fortune betting against me. Having played last night, 
Vegas will be both angry and tired. They’re trying to figure it out with Jack 
Eichel, in much the same way the Penguins lineup is with Evgeni Malkin. 
With a third-goalie in net, we like the Penguins to cover, and we like the 
payout. 

Moneyline: Penguins (-155), Vegas (+135). 

Puck Line: +1.5 Penguins (+155), Vegas (-180). 

How to WATCH: 

TV: AT&T SportsNet, NHL Network; Radio: 105.9 The X 
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Dan's Daily: Eichel Rips Buffalo Fans, Kapanen to be Scratched? 

 

Published 21 hours ago on March 11, 2022 By Dan Kingerski3-4 minutes 
3/11/2022 

 

Dude, bad form. Vegas Golden Knights center Jack Eichel may have 
vented a little residual anger, but he took a pretty good swipe at Buffalo 
Sabres fans. Pittsburgh Penguins winger Kasperi Kapanen was rotating 
on the fourth line at practice on Thursday, a sign that he or Zach Aston-
Reese will be getting press box nachos on Friday against Vegas. Scouts 
break down the bargain defensemen on the NHL trade block, and the 
Montreal Canadiens and Carolina Hurricanes could be hooking up, too. 

Jaromir Jagr gave Ovechkin a friendly chirp. And we dove into the 
Penguins and Vancouver Canucks NHL trade rumors. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: What makes sense and what doesn’t? The 
Penguins are Vancouver Canucks are circling each other. The 
Vancouver media are tossing out names, but not everything fits. We 
break down the Pittsburgh Penguins trade chatter. 

Mike Matheson was a full go at practice, and Kasperi Kapanen rotated on 
the fourth line. Shelly Anderson has the whole story. Penguins practice. 

The Penguins signed Princeton winger Corey Andonovski after a bit of a 
breakout season. I appreciate the ‘ski.’ Get highlights and full deets on 
the new Penguins prospect. 

PHN+: And–how are the players and head coach Mike Sullivan dealing 
with the NHL trade deadline? 

From the Vancouver side–the Canucks deadline: wins, trades, and 
contracts must fit needs. Vancouver Canucks decisions. 

Montreal Hockey Now: The Canadiens and Hurricanes are chatting. 
Montreal has a few players who could bolster the Hurricanes, but who 
could Montreal swipe from Carolina? Montreal Canadiens analysis. 

Carolina getting stronger should scare the Penguins… 

Sportsnet: This is a deep dive of the bargain bin defensemen on the NHL 
trade block, including Robert Hagg, who we believe would fit the 
Penguins. 

I have press box nachos. Jeff Marek likes rink fries. Here are 36 
interesting candidates to watch leading up to the deadline. 

Vegas: Boy, oh boy, Jack Eichel didn’t spare the Sabres fans. He ripped 
them good Thursday night after they gave him the Jaromir Jagr 
treatment–they booed every time he touched the puck. Vegas Golden 
Knights postgame. 

NY Post: All is not well with the New York Rangers, according to Larry 
Brooks. 

And, my favorite story today… 

Washington: “Come on, Ovi,” Jaromir Jagr tweeted. Jagr, who has been 
raising piles of cash to help Ukraine, obviously isn’t holding that against 
the formerly Putin-friendly Ovechkin. Washington Capitals news. 
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Leafs look for goaltending in front of 30,000 in Hamilton 

 

Marty Klinkenberg 3/11/2022 

 

Goodness knows the Maple Leafs need a distraction at this point. A 
competent goaltender would help, too. 

They will get the former on Sunday when they play in the Heritage 
Classic in Hamilton against the Buffalo Sabres at Tim Hortons Field. It 
looks to be a quintessential Canadian late-winter afternoon. The forecast 
calls for light snow and an avalanche of goals. 

Over its past 11 games, Toronto has scored 46 goals. That is a very 
good clip. It has also allowed 50. That is a dreadful number for a team 
with postseason aspirations beyond one round. 

The most recent implosion occurred during a 5-4 loss to Arizona on 
Thursday. Petr Mrazek was so terrible that he was lifted in favour of Erik 
Kallgren, a fellow who has appeared in 26 games at the AHL level with 
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so-so results. He played well enough to give up just one goal, in 
overtime, against the Coyotes in his NHL debut. 

Mrazek, who was signed as a free agent in the summer for three years at 
US$3.8-million a season, had four get past him on only 12 shots. It was 
Mrazek’s first start since it was disclosed that Jack Campbell has 
incurred a rib injury. Mrazek’s save percentage dropped to .884. 

“To be honest, I wanted to take Mrazek out after the second goal, but I 
thought it was a tough position to put Kallgren in,” said Sheldon Keefe, 
the Toronto coach. “I hoped we could find some level ground.” 

With Campbell likely out for two weeks, Mrazek will get the start again on 
Sunday because, well, there really isn’t anybody else. It is unlikely 
anyone in Leafs Land would hearken back to the good old days of 
Michael Hutchinson, but that is almost where we are. 

“There were a lot of things that made it obvious for us to give Petr 
another chance to go back in,” Keefe said on Friday. “He hasn’t played 
nearly to his ability, but he has won 10 games for us this year.” 

Toronto is 37-16-5 and third in the NHL’s Atlantic Division but 5-4-2 over 
the past 11. Its offensive stars are padding their stats but that has not 
amounted to much in the win column. They lost recently to the Sabres, 
who are no better than usual, and captured only one of four possible 
points from Arizona this year. 

A sellout crowd of 30,000 will be on hand for Sunday’s outdoor game, 
which is being held three months after the Grey Cup was played at the 
same venue under more restrictions because of COVID-19. It will be only 
the third NHL regular-season game to be played in Hamilton, after a 
1925 contest at the Barton Street Arena and one at Copps Coliseum in 
1994. 

“I think this is going to be a great celebration,” Fred Eisenberger, the 
city’s mayor, said Friday. He said he learned to play hockey on wooden 
skates and frozen ponds. “This is going to be huge. We didn’t get the 
benefit of the fulsome Grey Cup experience. It was a bit muted.” 

It is only the sixth time the Heritage Classic has been staged since nearly 
60,000 people showed up at the inaugural game in Edmonton in 2003 on 
a day of -18 temperatures. The teams will skate on the football field’s 
surface for the first time on Saturday afternoon and play 60 minutes of 
organized shinny less than 24 hours later. 

The Canadian women’s team, which won a gold medal in Beijing last 
month, will be on hand and there will be musical performances from an 
array of stars, including Alessia Cara, the 25-year-old pop singer from 
Mississauga who made history in 2018 as the first Canadian to win a 
Grammy for Best New Artist. The NHL brought with it a slew of big 
sponsors who will be present at a festival outside the stadium on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Hockey players are creatures of habit and usually don’t like interruptions 
that take them out of their banal routines. The Maple Leafs are 
embracing it now as their goaltenders spin like tops while pucks fly 
around them. 

“I think it is a great opportunity to have a big stage,” said Jason Spezza, 
Toronto’s 38-year-old centre. He has been in a bit of a slump and sat out 
the past two games but will line up against the Sabres. “It is a little 
disruption in the season but maybe it is a good disruption for us at this 
point. 

“I love outdoor hockey. I think it is its purest form. It’s what we all loved 
as kids. You’re out in the elements and don’t know what to expect. It’s 
fun.” 
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Kallgren next man up as Leafs try to fill gaping hole in goal 

 

Cathal Kelly 3/11/2022 

 

After his great coming out on Thursday night, new Maple Leafs goalie 
Erik Kallgren was asked what he’d been thinking as he went into the 
game in the middle of a blowout. 

“Not much, to be honest,” Kallgren said. 

Kallgren laughed at his own joke. But even mid-laugh, you could see the 
gears starting to grind. Hey, what was I thinking about? How do I do that 
again? Can I do that again? 

Kallgren is a lightly touted Swedish prospect who’s already in his mid-
20s. He hasn’t made a dent in the NHL. People worried about the 
shallowness of Jack Campbell’s résumé when he arrived in Toronto. 
Kallgren’s CV makes Jack Campbell from two years ago look like 
Jacques Plante. 

But by the end of Thursday’s game against Arizona, Kallgren was the hot 
tip to be the next Leafs’ starting goalie. 

What incredible thing did he do? In 30 minutes of one game, he didn’t let 
in any goals he shouldn’t have. That’s the bar now. Toronto still lost. 

At the moment, we should stop referring to the Leafs as one whole. They 
are two distinct teams. 

Offensively, they are an unstoppable force. 

Defensively, they are an immovable object. Like a pylon or a bollard. 
Unless they get moving in the crease, and then they are an unstoppable 
force headed for the side boards as the puck heads toward the net. 

The positive way of looking at this is that the Leafs have become the 
most exciting team in the NHL. No lead can be tolerated to exist in their 
vicinity, neither for nor against. 

The other way to look at it is that they are exciting the way a motorbike 
entering a speed wobble is exciting. No telling how long it will last, but it 
definitely ends up in the ER. 

The usual pattern here is to start yelling at general manager Kyle Dubas. 
This must be his fault. Did he lose his pocket calculator or something? 
Why didn’t the math tell him this would happen? 

But the current issue isn’t roster-, skills- or cap-related, or not entirely. It 
is instead the mighty power of the Toronto hockey market to get inside 
people’s heads and start lighting fires. 

Campbell was the Leafs’ goaltending answer until he made the mistake 
of being too good, too often. That caused a lot of people to tell Campbell 
he was the answer. The led Campbell to begin thinking about whether he 
really was the answer. Soon after that, he wasn’t the answer any more. 

There have been moments this calendar year where you have to marvel 
at Campbell’s ability to get out of the way of the puck. Olympic gymnasts 
can’t move that way. Some nights, you’d probably be better in net 
because you’d just stand there like a life-size ventriloquist’s dummy 
letting the puck do all the work. 

A month after it might have done some good, Campbell was injured this 
week. That gave Petr Mrazek his chance on Thursday night. 

Mrazek was acquired in the off-season to push Campbell. He’s the Army 
Surplus of goalies. You wanted Patagonia, but you can’t afford it. So you 
buy Army Surplus instead. 

Mrazek’s résumé suggested he’d be a serviceable No. 2. Semi-decent 
runs in Detroit and, especially, Carolina. Not the sort to give up too many 
crooked numbers. 
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But what Toronto should have factored in was that Mrazek was not, by 
rule, allowed to play for the Leafs in Raleigh. He’d actually have to come 
to Canada and play in front of the most cynical fanbase in the league. 

Whether it’s the city, the history, or the fact that reporters actually talk to 
you up here, Mrazek has been a mess. But all he had done before is 
nothing to what he wrought in five minutes on Thursday. 

After two minutes, he tried punching a puck out of the air and instead 
passed it to an Arizona Coyote on the other side of the zone. 1-0. 

A couple of minutes later, he wakeboarded so far outside his crease that 
he was playing centre. 2-0. 

Most comical goals are mental blips. But some are the sort they teach in 
the PhD program at Clown College. Mrazek was working at the latter 
level of comedic ambition. 

Afterward, Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe was given the chance to say 
something vaguely supportive about his goalie. 

“Yeah, it’s tough,” Keefe said. “Nothing else to say. It’s tough.” 

It was the tone more than it was the words. Keefe sounded like he was 
talking about an HVAC guy who’d come in to change a filter and ended 
up burning down the house. 

Whether or not he meant to do so, Mrazek gave his notice as a Maple 
Leaf on Thursday night. Because of contractual obligations, it might be 
120-odd weeks of notice, but there’s no coming back from that vote of 
non-confidence. 

So welcome home Erik Kallgren. We hope that right now someone is 
waving an industrial magnet around your head so that you will be coming 
off the bench for the first time forever and ever. Mind control may be the 
only way to keep any Leafs goalie on track. 

Toronto is in little danger of slipping out of the playoffs, but it is in real 
danger of slipping in. As it currently stands, Tampa’s the first playoff 
series up. Then it’s probably the Panthers. Both of those teams have 
actual goalies playing in front of audiences who don’t know the difference 
between a kick save and a kick stand. Advantage: Florida. 

There’s still a week or so left to trade for a better option. But if the 
expectations of any Toronto goalie are always too high, they are currently 
sub-orbital. If a new, new, new guy doesn’t work out, then what? Go back 
to Campbell? 

Here’s a suggestion – get rid of the goalie altogether. Play six-on-five the 
whole game. Get Kyle Clifford to stand in the crease yelling threats at the 
opposing bench. Win every game 20-18. 

Or just pick one guy and stop talking about it. 

It’s not finding the guy that’s so hard, or even maintaining the silence. In 
this town, the difficult part is convincing the guy you picked to stop talking 
to himself. 
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The Leafs are left to wonder if the squeaky wheel might draw the 
penalties 

 

By Kevin McGran March 11, 2022 

 

Edmonton’s Connor McDavid had to complain before officials starting 
calling penalties against his opponents. Maybe Auston Matthews has to 
do the same. 

It seems odd to Maple Leafs captain John Tavares that teammate Auston 
Matthews has drawn so few penalties this year. 

“It is strange,” Tavares said Friday. “I think you’d expect someone who’s 
that difficult to defend, and that good, who has the puck, who’s 
threatening a lot and playing the majority of his game offensively, you 
would think there would be more. 

“You’d have to watch all the all the clips and situations but, when you 
look at those optics, you’d think there’d be more.” 

Matthews has drawn seven penalties this season, according to NHL.com. 
Or six, if you believe naturalstattrick.com. It pales in comparison to the 40 
drawn by Connor McDavid. 

“It seems very low,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He has the puck a 
ton.” 

Matthews is unstoppable in a lot of ways. His feet keep moving. He plays 
through obstruction and sticks and holds. A lot of players in the league 
can’t do that. 

“I think it’s a lot more challenging to call penalties against Auston 
because he plows through it like there’s nothing there,” Keefe said. “But, 
at the same time, maybe something such as (Thursday) night draws a 
little more attention to it.” 

Matthews was clearly hooked and held in overtime by Arizona 
defenceman Jakob Chychrun on a play that led to the Coyotes’ winning 
goal. But it’s not just about a missed call on Matthews. It has been a bad 
week for officials, who apparently don’t want games decided on the 
power play. Their silence still affects the outcome. 

A blatant hook on Edmonton’s Zach Hyman went uncalled the other 
night, preventing an empty-net goal against the Capitals. That allowed 
Washington to force overtime and salvage a point. 

And Colorado’s Gabriel Landeskog was ejected from the game for 
arguing a hook on Nazem Kadri had not been called. That led to a 
Carolina goal in a 2-0 game. 

Leafs centre Auston Matthews reacts after being held up by Arizona 
defenceman Jakob Chychrun on the play that led to the Coyotes’ 
overtime goal Thursday night. 

“Whether a guy has been suspended numerous times or not, is he going 
to be carrying around that heavy baggage forever?” Landeskog told 
reporters. “I’m not saying (the officials) didn’t call it for that reason, but 
Naz is a guy that’s competitive. Whether he sold that call or not, you can 
look at the video and the stick is in his waist and that’s why he loses the 
puck.” 

The NHL does not want officials making — or not making — calls at 
certain points in the game and does not want even-up calls, said Brian 
Lawton, a former player and GM who is now an analyst on NHL Network. 

“The game management thing is not supposed to be in it, but that doesn’t 
mean it isn’t,” he said. “I know that the league has worked really hard to 
change that. A penalty is a penalty, whether it’s in the first minute or the 
last minute of overtime. But you are going to have things that are 
missed.” 

The NHL has all but eliminated questionable goals and questionable 
offsides in recent years. The last hill to climb might be penalties, and the 
state of officiating will be part of the next general managers’ meeting. 
Still, calling the perfect game is impossible. 

“You’re never going to legislate mistakes out of the game from officials.” 
Lawton said. “It’s a fast game. It’s a tough job. Scrutiny is incredible. 
They continue to work on it … And the standards have been raised 
significantly.” 

No player wants to be seen as a whiner. But the calls surrounding 
McDavid, who can play through transgressions like Matthews, changed 
after what looked like an awareness campaign by the Oilers captain. He 
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didn’t draw a single penalty in the playoffs last year when the Oilers were 
swept by the Jets. 

McDavid took some heat when he complained early this season — “Just 
shut up. Don’t talk about it,” former coach John Tortorella said — but his 
words had an effect. McDavid soon started drawing penalties. 

Perhaps Landeskog’s outburst will change how referees look at Kadri. 
And maybe, in Toronto, the Leafs’ concerns will mean something for the 
uncalled infractions on Matthews. 

“I’m just trying to understand … how we can have (our voices) heard,” 
Tavares said. “I think we were pretty evident on the ice (Thursday) night, 
throughout the game, trying to discuss it with officials. I think that’s all 
that we can really do. And trust that the league is going to continue (to 
scrutinize referees), and that the officials, who I do believe are trying to 
do the best job they can to improve, recognize where they’ve been wrong 
and be better.” 

Notes: Sheldon Keefe said Petr Mrazek would start Sunday’s Heritage 
Classic in Hamilton. Jason Spezza will also play after missing two games 
… Tavares and Rasmus Sandin were among nine players who skated 
through an optional practice Friday. 

Toronto Star LOADED: 03.12.2022 

1238084 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Sunday’s Heritage Classic in Hamilton also falls nine days before the 
NHL’s trade deadline, and both teams have though choices to make. 

 

Damien Cox 

 

Despite being in very different places in the NHL standings, the Maple 
Leafs and Buffalo Sabres are franchises in need of some fresh air. 

They will surely get that, literally and figuratively, on Sunday at 
Hamilton’s Tim Hortons Field in yet another NHL outdoor game. 

For the Leafs, their fourth outdoor contest is a break from a stop-and-
start, COVID-affected season that has been intriguing, maddening, 
thrilling and foreboding all at once. A season in which every victory is 
interpreted as having no meaning, and every defeat is treated with a 
knowing nod, as if confirming what everybody knew all along about this 
team. It’s a challenging daily no-win proposition for a team that has 
persistently underachieved when it matters most. 

For the Sabres — who rarely draw more than 9,000 in their own arena 
after years of devaluing their product and delivering one lousy team after 
another — it’s a half-step back into the limelight, a chance to 
demonstrate in front of a big crowd and national audiences in Canada 
and the U.S. that the franchise is still alive and kicking despite having no 
star players and a terrible record again this season. To be a Sabres fan 
is to have watched the team gradually move to the outskirts of the larger 
hockey conversation, becoming part of the irrelevant hinterland in a way 
the New York Islanders were for years and the Arizona Coyotes still are. 
This is a chance to be noticed again. 

The Maple Leafs will pay homage to the Toronto Arenas when they hit 
the ice for Sunday's Heritage Classic outdoor game in Hamilton. 

It’s all happening in the great outdoors, hopefully in conditions cold 
enough for decent ice. Billed as a Heritage Classic — completely 
different from a Winter Classic or a Stadium Series game, of course — 
this is the NHL’s third outdoor game this season, a continuation of the 
19-year series of vaguely connected, repetitive stadium contests that 
suggest a stale league head office bereft of new ideas. 

The Gary Bettman administration has been running this same play for 
years, and drenching itself in self-praise for supposedly adding to the 

culture of the sport. Wayne Gretzky is coming in for this one as part of 
the TNT broadcast, bringing his impeccable status as a hockey 
ambassador and local connections to elevate the event in a non-NHL 
city. 

From the days when Gretzky was a peewee, and as far back as the time 
Punch Imlach first brought a Buffalo NHL team into Maple Leaf Gardens 
to face the club with which he had won four glorious championships in 
the 1960s, this Leafs-Sabres relationship was supposed to become one 
of the NHL’s special rivalries. Despite occasional sparks, it rarely has met 
that standard, and in a 32-team league rivalries in general just aren’t 
what they were. There’s nothing close today to the old Detroit-Colorado 
clashes, and there likely won’t be. 

Vegas and Seattle have diffused the competitive landscape a little more, 
the expression of another stale Bettman idea: When in doubt, expand. 

That this outdoor game takes place at Tim Hortons Field, of course, has 
its own symbolism. The legendary Horton played for both the Leafs and 
Sabres, and it was while en route between the cities after a game in 
Toronto that he was killed in a 1974 car crash. The first doughnut store 
carrying his name had been opened in Hamilton a decade earlier. 

When Hamilton appeared on the verge of getting an NHL expansion 
franchise in 1990, the Sabres were against it and the Leafs pretended to 
have no opinion. Quietly, the Leafs didn’t want an infringement on their 
territory. When Ron Joyce, then in charge of the Tim Hortons empire, 
balked at paying the entire franchise fee up front, it gave the Leafs the 
excuse they needed to vote against Hamilton. 

Auston Matthews and the Maple Leafs will take on the Buffalo Sabres at 
Tim Hortons Field on Sunday. 

Given that context, you might think Hamilton hockey fans would hold a 
grudge and summarily reject Sunday’s cash grab. But sports history is 
quickly forgotten, or forgiven, and many of those in attendance 
undoubtedly will have only a vague understanding of what happened to 
their city’s hockey fates in the dying days of the John Ziegler era. 

The game also falls nine days before the NHL’s trade deadline, and both 
teams have choices to make. 

Have your say 

The Leafs can score with the very best and may have the Hart Trophy 
favourite in Auston Matthews, destined to one day eclipse Frank 
Mahovlich as the greatest goal scorer in team history. 

But Sheldon Keefe’s group has unsettled goaltending, made worse with 
an injury to Jack Campbell. The Leafs also play in a division that will 
almost assuredly have them pitted against a strong Florida team or the 
two-time defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning in the first round of 
the playoffs. Is there really anything general manager Kyle Dubas can do 
now to change the team’s destiny? 

The Sabres, on the other hand, could be sellers. They beat the Leafs 
handily 10 days ago, a game interpreted by some as encouraging 
evidence that after turning from one rebuild centred on Jack Eichel to 
another just starting on the foundation of U.S. collegian Owen Power, 
maybe the Sabres know what they’re doing this time. To the optimists, 
Power is a hockey version of Josh Allen, and Don Granato is Sean 
McDermott. The Sabres will use the Tiger-Cats dressing room on 
Sunday, and maybe some of the mojo that got Hamilton to the 2021 Grey 
Cup game will rub off on the Sabres. 

In the best possible scenario, the game will kick-start a new beginning for 
this Toronto-Buffalo rivalry 52 years after it started. Neither team has won 
a Stanley Cup since, which accounts for the “yeah, but” subtext to every 
conversation in both hockey cities. 

A fresh start, in other words, played out in the fresh air. 
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From the Arenas to the Maple Leafs, every NHL uniform tells a story 

 

By Kevin McGran  

 

No less a fashion aficionado than Auston Matthews likes what he sees in 
the Maple Leafs’ throwback Toronto Arenas outfit for Sunday’s outdoor 
game, the Heritage Classic. 

“I like it,” said Matthews. “I think it looks good. With it all on, I think it 
looks really clean. It’s always tough to tell when they put it on a 
mannequin, or you see just a rendering of it. But seeing it on a couple of 
guys once everybody’s wearing it, I think it’ll be good.” 

It’s a white T against a double blue. Arenas is in the background, a lighter 
blue compared to the deep navy of the rest of the sweater. A T inside a 
Leafs crest will also be featured on helmets and pants. 

“It’s cool up close, and I think that’s a cool concept what they did with the 
(lighter) letters on the Arenas,” said defenceman Morgan Rielly. “That 
blue is really cool. I think the guys will really like it.” 

At first glance, that double blue could be nod to the Toronto Argonauts, 
with the game against the Buffalo Sabres being played at Tim Hortons 
Field, home of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. 

“That wasn’t the initial thought process in the design, but that did come 
up after we had talked about the design and how that did pay homage to 
(the Argos),” said Shannon Hosford, chief marketing officer of Maple Leaf 
Sports and Entertainment. “But at the same time, the real vision for this 
year is: How do we get as close as possible to the original (Arenas) 
sweater? It was more how we made the T the centrepiece of the jersey.” 

This month, the Leafs will be celebrating 105 years of a team that has 
had three different nicknames, and they’ll be telling that story through 
their sweaters. 

The Arenas jersey leads it off, followed by the St. Pats — fittingly on 
March 17 (St. Patrick’s Day) against the Carolina Hurricanes — and a 
never-before-seen look coming March 23 against the New Jersey Devils 
for the Next Generation Game, where fans are encouraged to bring kids 
to watch. 

“We will be celebrating something new from a uniform design that’s never 
been seen before that we’re really excited about,” Hosford said, without 
offering clues. 

The Arenas jersey is unique in and of itself, but getting the right look 
wasn’t easy. 

The Maple Leafs will pay homage to the Toronto Arenas when they hit 
the ice for Sunday’s Heritage Classic outdoor game in Hamilton. 

The team had a single picture to go with — forward Corb Denneny — for 
the design of the sweater they wore in their first season, 1917-18, when 
they won the Stanley Cup. 

“If we’re trying to create a sweater that tells the story of the past, then 
we’re getting the story right,” said Mike Ferriman, MLSE’s director of 
alumni relations and the Leafs’ de-facto historian. “That’s the only picture 
we have. 

“There’s a team collage photo that they would have made after they won 
the Stanley Cup to celebrate that, but they’re not in their uniforms. 
They’re wearing cardigan sweaters that don’t even look like the team at 
all. Just a totally different kind of outfit.” 

No known sweaters exist from that inaugural season. 

“They didn’t sell sweaters to fans probably until the 1970s,” said 
Ferriman. 

The Maple Leafs franchise was born in 1917, along with the NHL, when 
owners folded the National Hockey Association in part to cut ties with 
Toronto Blueshirts owner Eddie Livingstone. The team didn’t have an 
official nickname to start that season, but ended up as the Arenas — 
named after their owner, the Toronto Arena Co. 

“They weren’t as popular as the Toronto Maple Leafs are today; they 
were a brand new team starting out trying to build a fan base,” said 
Ferriman. “There are reports where they were called the Torontos. But by 
the end of the season is when the name Arenas — which is what the 
organization obviously wanted — became what the fans were calling it. 
And that collage photo, which belongs to the Hall of Fame, says the 
Toronto Arena Hockey Club on it.” 

The team became the St. Pats when the Toronto Arena Co. sold the 
franchise to the Toronto St. Patricks of the Ontario Hockey League. The 
NHL team got the shorter St. Pats moniker. Conn Smythe bought the 
team and renamed them the Maple Leafs in 1927, after the military 
regiment in which he had served. 

“I think it’s really interesting,” said Ferriman. “Teams don’t change their 
names very often, and our organization has changed their name twice. 
It’s a story that people should know. 

“When they come into our arena, you can see the Stanley Cup banners. 
There’s one Arenas and one St. Pats banner hanging up there. They are 
the same team. We want people to understand that our history starts 10 
years prior to the Maple Leaf being on our sweater.” 
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TRAIKOS: Referees' reluctance to call late penalties infuriating NHL stars 

 

Michael Traikos 

 

What does Auston Matthews have to do these days to draw a penalty? 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Fall down and writhe around on the ice like some soccer player who’s 
just been shot? Lose a tooth? Lose blood? Break a bone? 

Whatever he has been doing up until this point is clearly not enough. And 
it’s starting to frustrate the Toronto Maple Leafs star centre, who let the 
refs have it on Thursday after being on the receiving end of a non-call in 
a 5-4 overtime loss to the Arizona Coyotes. 

“I felt what I felt,” Matthews said after the loss. “There’s nothing really that 
I can change now.” 

Matthews had been skating back towards a loose puck in overtime, when 
he got tangled up with Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun along the boards. 
Chychrun grabbed Matthews’ arm and held onto his stick, causing the 
Leafs forward to lose his balance and slow down. It should have been a 
penalty. It could have been two of them. Except, no call was made on the 
play, resulting in a two-on-one break for the Coyotes, with Chychrun 
scoring the game-winner. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“Was that a penalty at the one-minute mark? Yeah. Was it a penalty at 
the 59-minute mark? Yeah,” said retired NHL official Bryan Lewis. “But 
I’m an expert who’s seen five different replays at home. My question is 
where were the officials? Were they blocked out? Why did four eyes miss 
it?” 

It’s a question that is getting asked a lot these days. 
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On the same night when referees put away their whistles in Toronto, on-
ice officials allowed Nazem Kadri to get hooked in the dying minutes of a 
tied game between Colorado and Carolina, which directly led to the 
Hurricanes scoring the game-winning goal seconds later. A day earlier, 
referees missed — or chose to ignore — a blatant hook from 
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin on Edmonton’s Zach Hyman, which not only 
prevented an empty-net goal from the Oilers, but allowed the Capitals to 
send the game to overtime with a last-second goal of their own. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Add them together and it appears as though the league has a refereeing 
problem. At the very least, these incidents seem to indicate that referees 
are still reluctant in making calls late in games that could impact the 
result, especially where star players are involved. 

“It’s that time of year where you have two or three incidents that bring the 
officiating to the forefront,” said Lewis. “The mandate given is that if it’s a 
clear-cut penalty given at the one-minute mark, then it’s a penalty at the 
59-minute mark. The problem is that as the season winds down, the 
pressure gets turned up on everybody. 

“I don’t care what league you’re in — you don’t want you to call marginal 
penalties.” 

What’s the definition of a marginal penalty? According to Lewis, it’s a 
judgement call. As much as fans and players might say they want the 
rulebook called exactly as it’s written, hockey is a contact sport that 
allows for some leeway. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s not like this is the early 2000s any more, when Mario Lemieux was 
threatening to retire because the league wasn’t doing enough to protect 
its stars. For the most part, penalties are being called. And based on the 
league leaders in drawn penalties, which resembles the roster for the all-
star game, it’s the right kind of players who are getting most of the calls. 

Connor McDavid has drawn 40 penalties this year — most in the NHL. 
Nathan MacKinnon is tied with Kirill Kaprizov for fifth overall with 29 
drawn-penalties; Kadri has drawn 28, Mikko Rantanen has drawn 26, 
Leon Draisaitl has drawn 21. 

In fact, seven of the top-10 scorers are ranked in the top-30. 

So how is it that Matthews, who leads the league in goals and is a 
favourite to win the Hart Trophy as MVP, has drawn only seven 
penalties? How is it that 351 other players have drawn more penalties 
than him this season? 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Maybe he should ask linemate Michael Bunting, who ranks third overall 
with 33 drawn penalties. That is more than Matthews, Mitch Marner (10) 
and William Nylander (9) have combined, which doesn’t make a lot of 
sense when you think about it. 

Even stranger is that Toronto ranks second-last in the league in drawing 
penalties. 

“These players have the puck more often,” said Lewis. “There’s a greater 
chance them being tripped or hooked. But falling down doesn’t mean the 
referee’s arm should go up.” 

It shouldn’t. But it does. And while Matthews is a target, at 6-foot-3 and 
205-pounds, he’s also a rather big target. That size could be working 
against him in the way that it once did for Lemieux, who spent the latter 
part of his career threatening to retire because he was tired of towing 
around defenders, whose sticks were constantly lodged around his 
midsection. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“It got to the point where it was almost unplayable out there the last few 
years,” Lemieux said in 2002. “It’s to the point where it’s not hockey 
anymore.” 

A year ago, McDavid was saying something similar after he failed to draw 
a single penalty in 121 shifts over four games against Winnipeg in the 
first round of the playoffs. A year earlier, he drew one penalty in four 
playoff games against Chicago. 

“You obviously want to call the rule book, that’s what it’s there for,” 
McDavid told reporters before the start of the season. “If you call each 
and every one, there will be lots of penalties, but if there’s lots of 
penalties that’s just the way it is. The rulebook is there for a reason and 
you want it called with integrity.” 

Maybe it’s also time for Matthews to speak up and complain. Barring that, 
maybe he should take a page out of Bunting’s playbook and fall down 
more. 
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Maple Leafs look to the fresh air for their stale team defence 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Perhaps what Petr Mrazek and the Maple Leafs need is some fresh air. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

As much as Toronto has a to-do list to fix its defence and goaltending, 
that’s not likely going to be possible Sunday in an event doubling as a 
league photo op, with 24,000 people partying in the elements at Tim 
Hortons Field in Hamilton. 

But it does change the narrative from the Leafs so far losing three of five 
to non-playoff teams and the role of troubled goalies therein. 

“It’s not ideal conditions for working on something or to build,” centre 
Jason Spezza said. “But it’s an opportunity for a big stage against a 
(Buffalo) team we just played. It’s a real cool atmosphere (including the 
players’ family skate Saturday night) and maybe it’s a positive change. 

“It’s a little disruption in the season, yes, but maybe it’s good at this 
point.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

That’s part of the reason coach Sheldon Keefe will come back with 
Mrazek, after his early meltdown against Arizona on Thursday. Mrazek 
has been in one outdoor game — against the Avalanche in 2016 at 
Coors Field as a Red Wing — and likely can get his bearings quicker 
than Erik Kallgren, whom no one really heard of until Jack Campbell’s 
mid-week rib injury. 

“The spotlight is deserved at this point, the goalie has to be better and 
our players have to be better in front of him,” Keefe said. “Let’s not shy 
away from that. We just have to take care of what we can.” 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 

A few Leafs stayed out after Thursday’s overtime loss to give the official 
an earful about Jakob Chychrun’s clutch of Auston Matthews to help set 
up the winning goal. But no on-ice penalties on either team were called in 
the tilt other than delay of game to Keefe’s unsuccessful challenge of the 
Coyotes’ second goal. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Criticism of officials is a hot topic again around the league and always 
gets stoked when the Leafs are involved. Toronto has the league’s best 
power play, but draws the fifth-fewest penalties, especially since last 
month, despite Matthews being in the thick of action. 
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“It seems very low, he has the puck a ton,” Keefe said. “You can’t help 
but relate in a lot of ways that he’s unstoppable. He plays through 
obstruction and traffic. 

“While you see a stat like that and might focus on the officials, it’s a lot 
more challenging to call them on Auston because he plows right through 
like there’s nothing there.” 

LET’S GET SERIOUS 

A more pressing problem for Matthews as a member of the leadership 
group is why the Leafs as whole start poorly in so many games against 
bottom-feeder clubs. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“We need to know — and we do feel it every game, especially coming in 
here — that teams will be ready for us,” Matthews said. “It’s Toronto. 
They give us their best game and sometimes we don’t show enough 
respect.” 

The flip side is the added pressure it puts on Leafs such as 44-goal man 
Matthews to open up and score to keep pace. Which they can certainly 
do as exhibited again Thursday with three third-period goals to force 
overtime. 

“When we play within our structure, take care of the puck and just do the 
right things, we’re going to do well on offence. We have too much skill, 
speed and tenacity not to. 

“When we don’t, it puts us in the hole we’ve been in recently. 
Defensively, we’re trying to clean that stuff up, make it harder to play in 
our zone, around our net and not turn over pucks and give these free 
chances. We’re just shooting ourselves in the foot from the get-go.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Leafs held an optional practice Friday and will have a full workout at 
Tim Hortons late Saturday afternoon to break in the new ice, after the 
Sabres get first crack. 

“You want to enjoy this with parents coming to town, your friends, enjoy 
the whole experience,” Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly said. “But 
ultimately, you want to win. 

“In Washington (2018), we lost, didn’t play well and you leave there 
thinking the whole thing is dumb and we shouldn’t go, The ones you win, 
it’s the best thing ever. 

“You just want to focus on playing well, because the points count the 
same as (indoor games).” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Defenceman Rasmus Sandin was one of Friday’s participants as he 
slowly come back from a stomach illness … Buffalo is the home team 
Sunday, though the road teams outdoors have won 19 of 34 games … 
The Leafs’ record outside is 2-1, both wins coming against Detroit … A 
total of 14 Leafs have been in at least one outdoor game in their career. 
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Mrazek gets call for Leafs' outdoor game: 'You want to give Petr an 
opportunity to get back in' 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Petr Mrazek will take it outside on Sunday afternoon. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Maple Leafs are sticking by their beleaguered goaltender for the 
Heritage Classic at Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton. 

For coach Sheldon Keefe, the decision to go with Mrazek against the 
Buffalo Sabres, and not rookie Erik Kallgren, was not overly difficult. 

Despite another shoddy performance on Thursday, when Mrazek was 
pulled against the Arizona Coyotes after allowing four goals on 12 shots, 
the 30-year-old will get the chance to play in an outdoor game for the 
second time in his National Hockey League career. 

“We looked at a number of different things,” Keefe said on Friday as the 
Leafs worked through an optional practice at the Ford Performance 
Centre. “You want to give Petr an opportunity to get back in and respond. 
There’s the fact that it’s an outdoor game and Petr has that experience. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“The simple fact is that he has won 10 games. He hasn’t played nearly to 
his ability, but he has won games for us this season. We need to win a 
game on Sunday.” 

It’s good that Keefe slipped that in — that Mrazek hasn’t played to his 
ability for Toronto after signing a three-year, $11.4-million US contract 
last July. With Jack Campbell out for at least a couple of weeks as he 
nurses a rib injury, Mrazek will be the guy, barring a trade for another 
goalie, and there’s no point in glossing over how inconsistent he has 
been in 2021-22. Yes, Mrazek has won 10 games, but his .884 save 
percentage is second worst among NHL goalies with at least 15 
appearances — Blue Jackets’ Joonas Korpisalo is at .883 — and to 
ignore it would be careless. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The loss to Arizona was on Mrazek’s shoulders. Officially, it goes into the 
OTL column beside the name of Kallgren, who allowed one goal on 11 
shots, which happened to be in overtime to Jakob Chychrun. 

The Leafs haven’t been defensive wizards recently, no matter who has 
been in goal. On the other hand, no one, whether it has been Mrazek or 
Campbell, has bailed them out. 

“We don’t feel we’ve been very good consistently enough in front of our 
goalies,” Leafs captain John Tavares said. 

“We have to help them out. It’s just like any one of us when your game 
isn’t going as well and you’re trying to find your rhythm. 

“As a team, we have to play well and it’s on everyone to do their job and 
pick each other up when something breaks down or doesn’t go as well. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“We got to have his back and do everything we can to be solid in front of 
him.” 

For Keefe, it was crucial that Mrazek showed up to work on Friday with a 
positive outlook after what happened against Arizona. During his 32 
minutes of work versus the Coyotes, Mrazek was out of position, looked 
shaky when the pucks did get to him and again had difficulty with 
rebound control. 

A goalie’s job is to get it right when the puck is dropped in games, but for 
now, there’s little choice but to take a good practice day for Mrazek and 
use it as a building block. Before the Leafs who took the option went on 
the ice, Mrazek and Kallgren went through their paces with goaltending 
coach Steve Briere. 

“Petr came in and had a good workday,” Keefe said. “The reports were 
all really good and positive and that was the last thing I was looking for to 
go toward making the decision for Sunday. (Mrazek) has a little 
something to prove.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 
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Keefe liked what Kallgren did in relief against the Coyotes, but had little 
interest in going with the inexperienced 25-year-old for a start in unusual 
conditions. 

Mrazek is one of 14 Leafs players who have played in at least one 
outdoor game. His other appearance came in February 2016, when he 
made 24 saves for the Detroit Red Wings in a 5-3 win against the 
Colorado Avalanche at Coors Field in Denver. 

“He’s a competitive guy,” Leafs veteran Jason Spezza said. “I’m sure he 
wants to bounce back. 

“You (have to) play better in front of them. We have to do a better job of 
reducing the Grade A (chances) that our goalies are seeing.” 

SPEZZA BACK IN ACTION FOR HERITAGE CLASSIC 

Jason Spezza couldn’t be happier to make his return to the Maple Leafs 
lineup. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The 38-year-old centre will play outdoors in Hamilton on Sunday after he 
was a healthy scratch the past two games. 

“When you’re in the elements, you don’t know what to expect,” said 
Spezza, who skated in the 2014 Heritage Classic in Vancouver when he 
was with the Ottawa Senators. “We could have snow, rain, sun, 
whatever. I love playing outside. I still get outside and skate quite a bit. 
It’s going to be a cool atmosphere.” 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe wouldn’t say which forward will come out, as 
he had not told that player yet. One of Nick Robertson or Wayne 
Simmonds is likely to be scratched. 

“I take it as I have to play better,” Spezza said of sitting the past two 
games. “I want to be in the lineup every night. If I was playing better, I’d 
be in the lineup. 

“I’m the leader of the line. It’s important that we’re able to be trusted by 
the coach to have positive shifts. We also have the capability to chip in 
with big goals. That’s an area that I want to focus on.” 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 03.12.2022 

1238089 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Masks at Leafs, Raptors games will soon be optional but still 'strongly 
recommended' 

 

Sports fans can soon take off their masks, if they want to. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment (MLSE) said Friday that masks 
don’t have to be worn at games anymore starting later in March when the 
Ontario government drops masking requirements for most settings. 

MLSE said while mask wearing will be “strongly recommended,” its 
statement also said they are following directions from public health 
officials. 

“As it has throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, MLSE continues to 
consult with public health officials to follow all health and safety 
recommendations for its venues and the community at large and thanks 
all officials, partners and fans for their cooperation through the reopening 
stages and working together to protect our community,” MLSE said in the 
statement. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The Toronto Raptors will have eight home games from the March 21 date 
masks will become optional. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs host New Jersey on March 23 and then have 
nine other home games before the playoffs. 
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NHL power rankings: Who is your team's least untouchable player? Plus 
a new No. 1 

 

Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn 11/03/2022 

 

This week’s big concern at Power Rankings HQ — and lo, there were 
many — was that we’d be unable to work up an NHL trade deadline-
centric theme. 

It’s that time of year, baby. Trades trades trades! Who cares whether 
your team is 10th or 12th? (You do. We know you do. It’s fine.) 

Anyway, the riverbed was dry. Then the Philadelphia Flyers, in their 
infinite wisdom, came through in the form of Rasmus Ristolainen’s 
contract extension. He is, once more, signed to one of the worst deals in 
the sport. 

Untradeable, some may say. 

So, in the spirit of the deal (and in addition to the normal 1-32 list), here is 
every team’s untradeable asset … and its most untouchable. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 40-13-5 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Most untouchable asset: Jonathan Huberdeau 

Least tradeable asset: Sergei Bobrovsky 

Sean: Here’s how wild that Bobrovsky deal is; when I looked it up ($10.0 
million AAV, of course), I was surprised to see that it ended in 2027. It 
somehow feels like it goes on even longer. Bobrovsky gets the title on 
balance, even though he’s been good this year. The Panthers are 
showing, with authority, that the deal isn’t going to kneecap them. That’s 
a little easier when you’ve got the league’s assist leader signed to a cut-
rate deal though, yeah? Say something nice about Huberdeau, partner. 

Dom: Well, it’s not often you get a potential Hart Trophy candidate on 
such a sweetheart deal. Florida must be in heaven with a guy like that 
only making $5.9 million over the next two seasons. He might be worth 
double that. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 41-13-5 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

Most untouchable asset: Cale Makar 

Least tradeable asset: Erik Johnson 

Sean: Makar would’ve been the pick whether he’d gone on his current 
tear or not, but man, the last handful of games are a great example of 
why that’s the case. He’s scoring at a 99-point pace. He’s got more than, 
like, Mitch Marner and a whole bunch of other superstars. I think my 
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favorite nugget, though, is that he just set an Avs record for consecutive 
games with an assist that was previously held by Joe Sakic. The guy who 
signed Makar to a six-year, $9.0 million AAV deal wasn’t a bad player 
himself. 

As for Johnson? Lots of teams have a player like him. He’s at the tail end 
of a deal that carried him — or should’ve, at least — through his prime. 
Nothing all that bad. The good news for Colorado is that his $6.0 million 
cap hit disappears just in time for Nathan MacKinnon’s next contract to 
kick in, whatever it ends up being. 

Dom: Colorado has a lot of options for the most untradeable asset — as 
you’d expect from the best team in the league. Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko 
Rantanen, Devon Toews… even Samuel Girard is a steal despite his 
uneven season. Finding a non-tradeable asset is the hard part here and 
if a team’s biggest problem is Erik Johnson they’re probably fine. If 
Rasmus Ristolainen can get $5.1 million for five years, an extra $900K 
for Johnson is nothing. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 40-12-5 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

Most untouchable asset: Andrei Svechnikov 

Least tradeable asset: Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Dom: Carolina has so many great options that we considered friend of 
the blog Eric Tulsky as the team’s actual most untradeable asset. As is 
tradition, every good Carolina move is a #TulskyMove and every bad one 
was by some other guy. Probably. Jaccob Slavin’s deal is amazing, 
Sebastian Aho too — but we gotta go with Andrei Svechnikov here. He’s 
signed until 2028-29 at $7.75 million, or 0.97 Ryan Johansen’s. He’s 
worth a lot more than that. 

Like Colorado, finding a really bad deal on Carolina is hard. It used to be 
Brady Skjei as the obvious choice but he’s been pretty strong this year so 
he gets a pass. Jesperi Kotkaniemi was the choice, but he still has some 
potential to be more and it’s likely he’ll be re-signed for less than his 
current exorbitant cap hit. 

Sean: Might as well just say it here, since it’s the first time it came up: 
We’re taking players on LTIR out of the mix. It’d be too easy and, in 
some cases, too mean … even for us. So, no, Jake Gardiner is not 
eligible here. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record: 35-15-7 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Most untouchable asset: Johnny Gaudreau 

Least tradeable asset: Sean Monahan 

Sean: If you’re trying to determine whether Gaudreau or Matthew 
Tkachuk is more important to the Flames’ future, flip a coin. Gaudreau’s 
fully rounded-out game has made him a Hart candidate, so we’ll go with 
him — also, if Calgary (in some alternate universe) were to trade him, it’d 
signal the end of … something. It’s hard to imagine Tkachuk sticking 
around any longer than necessary without his linemate. That sense of 
urgency is part of what makes the Flames so interesting. If it doesn’t 
happen for them this season, I’m not sure it does at all. 

Dom: As for Sean Monahan, it feels like Calgary has tried and tried to get 
rid of him for a while now to no avail. It’s probably no coincidence that 

Gaudreau is having a Hart-worthy campaign once Monahan was dropped 
off his line. Or that Monahan’s offensive contributions cratered at the 
same time. 

Sean: The Flames are one productive center and/or $6 million in cap 
space away from being terrifying. Go figure. Hey, Gaudreau just 
completed a hat trick, right there on my TV! 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 37-14-6 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Most untouchable asset: Brayden Point 

Least tradeable asset: Ryan McDonagh 

Dom: The thing about the Lightning is that every single player is 
tradeable. All of them. Even Ryan McDonagh could be moved easily 
because he’s still a really good shutdown guy. But if we have to pick one, 
it’s him given his age and the term left on the deal. 

The other side of the coin has a lot of options and we debated between 
Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov here, the team’s engine up front. 
Point being younger and having a few extra years of term gives him the 
edge. 

Sean: My first instinct was to say Kucherov, but he’s put some city miles 
on the odometer over the last couple of years. He’s still only 28, and he’s 
still crazy productive, and his deal is still great, but the margins are slim. 

Auston Matthews (Dan Hamilton / USA TODAY) 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 37-16-5 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Most untouchable asset: Auston Matthews 

Least tradeable asset: The curse that plagues the franchise 

Dom: We checked with our sources around the league. Every team 
wants a big center who can score goals at will and play a complete 200-
foot game. The contract that once seemed rich looks like a steal now. 
Less desirable was the entire vibe that has plagued the franchise for 
decades and still does to this day. Something is rotten with the Leafs and 
opposing teams were unwilling to take that burden on — even with a 
sweetener. 

Sean: Pierre Engvall, a third-round pick and 55 years of futility for Braden 
Holtby. Who says no? 

Dom: Two firsts and a second wouldn’t get it done. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 34-15-9 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Most untouchable asset: Sidney Crosby 

Least tradeable asset: Jason Zucker 

Sean: You don’t trade icons unless they ask for it. Crosby hasn’t, and 
there’s no reason to think he ever will, so we can bail on that element of 
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the discussion. He started Thursday third league-wide in points since 
Nov. 26 with 54, — remember, he missed the start of the season with a 
wrist injury, then almost immediately came down with COVID-19. The 
only guys ahead of him in that span are Huberdeau and Matthews. 

Sidney Crosby: still pretty good at hockey. 

Pittsburgh’s other contracts are generally fine or better; Zucker does a lot 
when he’s healthy, but the point production isn’t in line with his $5.5 
million salary. Is he important to Pittsburgh’s plans for the rest of the 
season? Absolutely — but he has more value there than he would in 
most other places, and that’d be a nice chunk of money for Ron Hextall 
to spend elsewhere. Mike Matheson ($4.875 million AAV through 2026) 
is narrowly in second place; he’s been good enough this season, though, 
to make that deal — which seemed untradable until Jim Rutherford 
acquired it — look more palatable. 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 36-17-5 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Most untouchable asset: Igor Shesterkin 

Least tradeable asset: Jacob Trouba 

Dom: Look, even the best of the best have off nights. Igor Shesterkin 
can’t steal every game for the Rangers and he’s still miles ahead of the 
field despite last night’s dud (which really wasn’t even on him). The 
Rangers have him locked up for three more years at $5.67 million which 
feels absurd for what he brings to the table. It might be one of the 
league’s most untouchable contracts. 

Jacob Trouba on the other hand might be one of the league’s worst. New 
York was fortunate that Adam Fox turned into a superstar because the 
Rangers paid a lot of money for Trouba to be The Guy for them. At $8 
million that’s the expectation and ‘capable second pairing option’ for that 
price is pretty bad. 

Sean: For better or worse — and the number is bad — they could trade 
Trouba tomorrow if they wanted. The Rangers have a lot of guys 
overpaid by a little bit. That’s another problem that Shesterkin will have to 
try to cover up. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Record: 35-18-5 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Most untouchable asset: Brad Marchand 

Least tradeable asset: Charlie Coyle 

Sean: The three contracts Marchand has signed since his entry-level 
deal: two years ($2.5 million AAV); four years ($4.5 million AAV); eight 
years ($6.125 million AAV). He’s one of the best players of his 
generation, he’s been underpaid his entire career and his current deal 
expires when he’s 36. Unreal. 

Meanwhile, Coyle is in the fourth year of a deal that pays him $5.25 
million annually. In his first 199 games with Boston, he has 88 points. All 
the issues Boston has with center depth and secondary scoring start with 
him. 

Dom: To put things in perspective, Coyle gets paid 85 percent as much 
as Marchand for 14 percent of the on-ice value. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Record: 31-18-10 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Most untouchable asset: Alex Ovechkin 

Least tradeable asset: *whispers* Nicklas Backstrom 

Sean: I know what we just said about Crosby, but Ovechkin is the single 
least-tradeable player in the league, right? There’s an absolute zero-
percent chance of it ever happening. Also, we talked last week about 
how low-key bad Backstrom has been this season. They should be 
nervous about him; $9.2 million is a lot of money. 

Dom: Backstrom, Ovechkin’s best friend forever, is untradeable for the 
same reason Ovechkin is — but it doesn’t really help that he’s not living 
up to his deal. That contract looked worrisome when it was signed and 
we’re off to a rocky start in year two. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 34-19-3 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 13 

Most untouchable asset: Matt Boldy 

Least tradeable asset: Zach Parise and Ryan Suter’s future dead cap 
space 

Sean: Boldy might seem like a funny choice here, but he was nearly a 
point-per-game guy in his first two dozen NHL games. That kind of 
production on an entry-level contract is wildly valuable. Remarkable as 
Kirill Kaprizov is, $9 million a year is $9 million a year. 

As for Parise and Suter’s future recapture penalties — are they more 
comparable to living in a haunted house, or carrying around a ticking 
briefcase? I’m not sure. It’s very bad either way, though. That’s the point. 

Dom: So it’s a very good thing the Wild have one of the most valuable 
deals in the league with Boldy. Getting that kind of production off an ELC 
is a huge advantage for a contending team. It’ll be extremely interesting 
to see what Minnesota does in 2023-24 when Boldy’s deal is up and the 
Wild have $14.7 million in dead cap on the books. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 33-17-7 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Most untouchable assets: Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas 

Least tradeable asset: Jordan Binnington 

Dom: Is paying your backup goalie $6 million for five more seasons after 
this one bad? It seems bad. I guess Ville Husso being a UFA after this 
year means Binnington will likely just get his job back, but woof, what an 
eyesore that deal is. His save percentage has declined in every season 
since his magical run in 2018-19. 

He wasn’t the only bad contract option and the Blues are a bit odd that 
way. There were a lot of choices on both ends of the spectrum and for 
the most untouchable it was a difficult choice between Kyrou and 
Thomas. Both players are on identical deals at $2.8 million and are 
delivering first line value at an extremely cheap price tag. 
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Sean: Kyrou is still only averaging 16:34 a game. He’s over a point per 
game anyway. 

13. Dallas Stars 

Record: 32-21-3 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Most untouchable asset: Jason Robertson 

Least tradeable asset: Tyler Seguin 

Sean: Seguin still has six full seasons left at $9.25 million AAV. He had 
nine points in his first 13 February games — which is a step up. How the 
Stars are hanging around getting that little from him might be the 
weirdest thing about a very weird team. Jason Robertson? Good from the 
jump. He had 102 points in his first 100 games, including consecutive hat 
tracks a few days ago. Not bad for $795,000. 

Dom: The fun thing about the player cards is sometimes they get really 
silly with market value for the high-end guys, and Robertson has 
definitely become a high-end guy. There is no player with a higher 
surplus value than Robertson right now and his contract discussions this 
summer are going to be interesting. For a four-win player, it’ll be really 
hard to give him a deal he won’t live up to. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 32-23-4 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Most untouchable asset: Their steadfast ability to ignore the fact that the 
salary cap, in fact, exists 

Least tradeable asset: Alex Pietrangelo?! 

Sean: I guess the fanbase should hope that’s what they’re doing; Mark 
Stone having legit, long-term back issues would be very, very bad. Jack 
Eichel being mean, by the way? Also an asset. More of this, please. 

Remember Eichel was minutes removed from an emotionally charged 
game, while he was incessantly booed by thousands, and his team just 
suffered yet another frustrating loss. 

Throughout this he's been very complimentary of Buffalo, even in that 
same interview. He was frustrated. https://t.co/4DsH2EUbTH 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) March 11, 2022 

Far as Pietrangelo goes, I was openly rooting for him to regain his form 
ahead of this season, and it just isn’t happening. He’s making $8.8 million 
a year until he’s 37. Most GMs would still take that on, but it doesn’t 
seem like it’s going to get any easier. 

Dom: It looked like he was turning it around there for a bit and then, poof, 
back to struggling. I’m not going to write off a former elite defender — 
see the guy below for a good reason we shouldn’t — but right now it’s not 
a great look. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 32-19-7 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Most untouchable asset: Drew Doughty 

Least tradeable asset: Drew Doughty 

Dom: We had to make this joke with at least one player and there is no 
better option than Drew Doughty. He’s the best player on the Kings and 
remains the face of the franchise. In the middle of a playoff race, there’s 
no way he would go anywhere. 

But his contract — which looks much less worse these days — is still far 
from ideal. An $11 million cap hit is just too high of a bar and he’s signed 
for far too long. He’s the perfect fit for both sides of the spectrum. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 33-20-4 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 17 

Most untouchable asset: Juuse Saros 

Least tradeable asset: Ryan Johansen 

Sean: There are a couple of good answers for the Preds; very few GMs 
would turn down the opportunity to add Roman Josi at a tick over $9 
million through 2028. Is that a lot? Yeah — but Josi is still a great player 
with a unique skill set. We picked Saros, though. Recent rough patch 
aside, he’s a proven Tier 1 goalie at $5.0 million AAV for three seasons 
after this one. 

Johansen is paid like an elite center ($8.0 AAV through 2025) and plays 
on Nashville’s first line, but he’s been a 0.66 ppg game player since 
2017. That doesn’t work. 

Dom: Johansen needs to spend an offseason at Matt Duchene’s house 
to figure out how to go from “I can’t believe we pay this guy $8 million” in 
a bad way to “I can’t believe we pay this guy $8 million” in a good way. At 
least one of the deals looks okay. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 29-23-6 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 16 

Most untouchable asset: Quinn Hughes 

Least tradeable asset: Oliver Ekman-Larsson 

Sean: Our logic here was that Hughes is a) really good b) a defenseman 
and c) signed for $7.85 million annually through 2027. Much as Elias 
Pettersson has rounded into form over the last little bit, he’s still in the 
midst of a mess of a season with only two more years left at $7.35 million 
annually. His next set of contract negotiations — he’ll still be an RFA — 
are going to be weird. 

And OEL, bounceback or not, makes nearly as much as Hughes for the 
same amount of time. That, based on the last couple of seasons, is a 
scary proposition. 

Dom: I badly wanted this to be about Tucker Poolman, but alas it’s hard 
to ignore the sheer size of Ekman-Larsson’s deal. I’m amazed he was 
tradeable in the first place and while I’m glad he’s bounced back, it’s not 
enough to make that deal worthwhile. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 31-23-4 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 
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Most untouchable asset: Connor McDavid 

Least tradeable asset: Ken Holland 

Dom: Connor McDavid is Exhibit A as to why workers should not take 
pay cuts to help management. Ken Holland is Exhibit B as to why 
workers should not take pay cuts to help management. 

Sean: Are we sure McDavid isn’t management himself? Buddy could’ve 
signed an Auston Matthews contract. He didn’t, and I don’t feel bad for 
him. Nobody made him tether himself to an inept franchise through 2045 
or whatever. 

Dom: He should’ve signed a one-year max deal every year offseason. 
And he would’ve been worth it. I feel a little bad because there’s always 
pressure in this sport for stars to take less money and commit long-term. 
But it is kind of funny too. 

Trevor Zegras (Orlando Ramirez / USA TODAY) 

19. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 27-24-9 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Most untouchable asset: Trevor Zegras 

Least tradeable asset: Their terrible logo and uniforms 

Dom: If the Ducks announced they were going back to their old logos and 
uniforms the day after Zegras’s skills competition magic, they would’ve 
made a billion dollars in jersey sales alone. Such an incredible missed 
opportunity here. 

Sean: That’s how you know the Ducks are falling off; we’re back to 
whining about their look. The good thing for them is that they have a 
whole bunch of actually tradeable assets and a GM who … 

ANA GM Pat Verbeek has notified teams he is willing to gauge the 
market on his free agents. It doesn’t necessarily mean one (or all) will be 
traded, but he is doing his due diligence. 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) March 8, 2022 

… is willing to perform the most basic elements of his job? Cool? 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 26-22-10 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Most untouchable asset: Dave Lowry’s kid 

Least tradeable asset: Blake Wheeler 

Dom: You simply can’t trade the coach’s kid. Those are the rules. I did 
check back to see if Adam Lowry was still getting nepotistic ice-time with 
his dad as coach, but it looks like his usage has dwindled closer to 
normal. He’s still getting an extra 30 seconds, but it’s not egregious as 
the extra minute or two he was getting to start. 

Sean: Wheeler is having a replay of his last season, yeah? He started 
Thursday with 40 points in 43 game and an expected goals percentage 
of 44. Not what you want from a 35-year-old making $8.25 million for a 
couple more seasons. Either way, most players under Cheveldayoff are 
untradeable, because he hates making trades. 

Dom: Long live Chevel-Day-Off. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 28-27-3 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 20 

Most untouchable asset: Patrik Laine 

Least tradeable asset: Elvis Merzlikins 

Dom: Goaltending remains the most important position and the most 
random which makes them easy targets for bad deals. Elvis Merzlikins’s 
deal looked fine when he signed it, but not so much now with him putting 
up a .902 and allowing 13 goals above expected. That deal, $5.4 million 
over four years, kicks in next season. Ouch. 

Sean: They should keep Laine around for as long as he shows a fraction 
of a chance that he can be the guy he was in his first couple of years, 
even if it’s only in short bursts. 

Dom: They need someone to outscore the goalie problems, even if he 
makes life a lot harder for said goalies. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 22-24-8 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Most untouchable asset: Any defenceman signed for four or more years 

Least tradeable asset: Any forward signed for four or more years 

Dom: In one corner we have Anders Lee, Brock Nelson, Kyle Palmieri, 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Casey Cizikas and for some reason Ross 
Johnston. In the other corner, we have Ryan Pulock and Adam Pelech. A 
very wild dichotomy. 

Sean: It’s Pageau, for the record. He’s got 49 points in his last 105 
games and makes $5 million until he’s in his mid-30s. 

Dom: Yeah, but are we sure Ross Johnston is even real? He’s signed 
until 2025-26 for some reason. 

Sean: Nope! 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 21-32-5 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

Most untouchable asset: Jack Hughes 

Least tradeable asset: Any of their goalies 

Sean: Hughes is still on track to be a superstar, and there might not be a 
decent goalie in the entire organization, so there you go. I’m not sure 
how much I like Nico Hischier at $7 million a year, but nobody wants a 
Devils goalie. 

Dom: I have Hischier worth exactly his deal and I think he has another 
gear to him. He’s going to be a strong secondary option while Hughes 
goes supernova. That Hughes deal had some sticker shock when it was 
signed, but it didn’t take long at all for it to look like a pittance. 

24. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 21-30-8 

Last week: 26 
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Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 23 

Most untouchable asset: Patrick Kane 

Least tradeable asset: Jonathan Toews 

Dom: It’s only fitting that these two are the choices. Kane remains the 
face of the franchise and after a six-point night this week, it’s clear he can 
still deliver the goods offensively. Chicago isn’t moving him. Toews is a 
bit of a different story because it feels there’s no way the Hawks could 
move him the current version of him at his current price. 

Sean: Blackhawks fans would lose their marbles if they traded Kane. If 
they traded Toews, my money is on “sad and secretly relieved.” 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 24-25-7 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 26 

Most untouchable asset: Timo Meier 

Least tradeable asset: Marc-Edouard Vlasic 

Dom: Four more years after this one for Marc-Edouard Vlasic at $7 
million. San Jose will find a way to LTIR him at some point and simply 
make the cap hit disappear, but it’s wild to see how bad it’s gotten for 
him. He’s 34 with a lot of miles so I guess it’s to be expected, but yeesh 
that escalated quickly. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 24-27-7 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Most untouchable asset: Moritz Seider 

Least tradeable asset: Danny DeKeyser 

Sean: Dekeyser is literally, demonstrably untradeable. Seider is a bare-
minimum Calder finalist defense on an entry-level deal, even though 
Dom hates his guts. 

Dom: I would make a joke that I’m not going to vote for him just to spite 
you, but I don’t need some random Detroit radio dudes throwing another 
hissy-fit about something that I don’t actually believe. 

Sean: I’ve also had my fill of you arguing on the internet for the week, 
yes. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 18-29-10 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Most untouchable asset: Gritty 

Least tradeable asset: Rasmus Ristolainen 

Dom: Rasmus Ristolainen’s new deal was the entire inspiration for this 
piece and to be fair to the Flyers, there’s probably some other team 
dumb enough to trade for that deal if they really wanted to. It’s 
unfathomably bad, but this is the NHL we’re talking about and Ristolainen 
is big and mean. That always has trade value. 

Lucky for the Flyers, they do have the most valuable asset in all of 
hockey in Gritty. Random people walking on the street are more likely to 
recognize our orange-furred weirdo than 99 percent of the players in this 
league. That’s a marketing problem, but what else is new for the NHL. 
For the Flyers, at least they have the league’s biggest star. 

Sean: We saw this coming at Thanksgiving. Ristolainen had been 
juuuust good enough to make this inevitable. He’s big and strong! Travis 
Sanheim should get a cut of his salary! Congrats to all involved — I’m 
just sad this means the Oilers won’t trade for him next week. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 18-35-4 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Most untouchable asset: Nick Schmaltz 

Least tradeable asset: Loui Eriksson 

Sean: THE ENTIRE ROSTER IS UNTRADEABLE BREAK UP THE 
YOTES AWOOOOOO 

Dom: The Coyotes are a wagon, an offensive juggernaut with 22 goals in 
their last three games, all wins. Nick Schmaltz for Hart? We have to ask 
the question. 

Sean: The actual answer might be Phil Kessel, because they’ve been 
trying to move him for basically anything for the last several months. 
Honestly, I’m happy for Loui Eriksson. His career arc — underrated, to 
“everyone knows he’s underrated so he’s not underrated,” to “makes $6 
million to hang out in Arizona” — has been an inspiration. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 21-31-5 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Most untouchable asset: Drake Batherson 

Least tradeable asset: Matt Murray 

Sean: My big preseason prediction for the Sens was that Murray would 
be … fine. I said he’d have a .912 save percentage, specifically. Just 
checked, and his last two starts (13 goals on 53 shots!) have taken him 
down to .906! I thought I was in the clear! No! In any case, he makes 
$6.25 million with a 10-team no-trade list for three more seasons. He’s 
the sixth-highest paid goalie in the league. 

Dom: When we discussed this I didn’t initially think about Murray 
because he seemed fine, but I didn’t realize how bad the last two games 
were. Or that he was the SIXTH highest-paid goalie?! SIXTH?! My god. 

Luckily the Senators have Drake Batherson on one of the best deals in 
hockey. Before his injury, he was having a terrific breakout season and if 
he can keep up a point-per-game pace, the Senators are laughing. He 
has five more years at a shade under $5 million. 

Alex Tuch (Timothy T. Ludwig / USA TODAY) 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 19-32-8 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 
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Most untouchable asset: Alex Tuch 

Least tradeable asset: Jeff Skinner 

Dom: Alex Tuch is exactly what this team needed in terms of both on-ice 
value and vibes. The vibes are off the chart since he’s returned from 
injury and he may single-handedly change Buffalo’s culture into a 
winning one. He’s turned Jeff Skinner from the league’s worst asset, into 
one that is… well… still very untradeable. But less so. That’s Tuch’s 
power. 

Sean: I feel like I’ve gassed up the spot he did with us on the podcast 
here before, but I’m gonna do it again. He was great. This is as good a 
24 hours as the Sabres, in their current form, are capable of having. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 15-35-7 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Most untouchable asset: The knowledge that this team went to the 
Stanley Cup final last season 

Least tradeable asset: Mike Hoffman 

Sean: It took a solid minute of us both staring at the Habs’ Cap Friendly 
page to find someone on the active roster who’s well and truly 
immovable. Then we both said, “Oh, Mike Hoffman.” 

Dom: I was first told that Josh Anderson is apparently moveable and now 
I really want to see that. 

Sean: I promise you, he is. 

Dom: As a salary dump or as a positive-value asset? I guess he does 
only make 1.08 Ristolainens per year. 

Sean: He’s 6’3, 20-goal capable and can skate. He could make $15 
million a year and there’d be GMs that want him. Nothing else matters. 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 17-37-6 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Most untouchable asset: Jared McCann 

Least tradeable asset: Philipp Grubauer 

Dom: Is getting $1 million per five goals allowed above expected good? 
Asking for my friend Philipp Grubauer. 

Sean: Their jerseys are nice. I wouldn’t trade those. 

Dom: At least there’s something on the ice in Seattle that looks good. 
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Who is Lane Hutson, the 2022 NHL Draft's 'unicorn' 5-foot-8 
defenseman? 

 

Scott Wheeler 11/03/2022 

 

In every draft class, there are prospects who become a source of either 
fascination or contention (or both) among scouts for their differences. 
Inevitably, those players — the ones who look, or play, or behave 
differently than others — create debates. 

More often than not, those debates center around a player’s warts. The 
most common sticking points are skating, size, effort level, inconsistency 
and attitude. When a player is perceived to have issues with more than 
one of those things, the debates turn polarizing (rightly or wrongly, 
though I’d much more often argue the latter). 

In 2021, there was Sasha Pastujov’s skating. In 2020, there was Noel 
Gunler and Jeremie Poirier’s inconsistencies, and Zion Nybeck’s size 
and skating. In 2019, there was Arthur Kaliyev’s skating and effort level, 
and Anttoni Honka’s size, skating and inconsistency. The list goes on. 

There is seldom, though, a player who is universally beloved in four of 
those five categories, who still creates a similar fascination because he’s 
so uniquely different in the last category as to demand it. 

Enter the 2022 NHL Draft’s Lane Hutson. Hutson gets, almost without 
exception, high marks for his skating, his effort level, his attitude and his 
consistency. 

He’s also the lightest (148 pounds), smallest (5-foot-8) defenseman 
eligible for this year’s draft according to NHL Central Scouting. That 
weight isn’t out of date either, as he told me on a visit to Plymouth that 
he’s 5-foot-8 and 150 pounds. “It’s getting up there!” he said proudly. 
“I’ve put on around 10 pounds since coming to the (U.S. NTDP). 
Hopefully, I can keep putting it on.” 

If Hutson were a forward, there would be less of a debate about him 
because he checks all of those other boxes and smaller forwards are 
increasingly finding success. But drafting and developing small 
defensemen into NHL players still remains a rarity. Ten NHL forwards 
listed at 5-foot-8 or shorter have played in games so far this season. No 
NHL defensemen have. The lightest everyday defenseman in the NHL 
this season is the 166-pound, 5-foot-9 Jared Spurgeon. The second 
lightest is the 170-pound, 5-foot-10 Samuel Girard. The league’s small 
number of other small defensemen all play fairly heavy. Torey Krug is 
194 pounds. Victor Mete is 185 pounds. 

And though Hutson may yet grow taller (his hockey-playing older brother 
Quinn and former hockey-playing dad Rob are both 5-foot-11) and 
should get stronger, he knows — as do NHL teams — that he’s never 
going to get to where Krug and Mete are. 

Inevitably, that has begged two likely questions for NHL clubs: 

Can Lane Hutson become one-of-one and be the exception? And if yes; 

How high are we willing to take him? 

At midseason, NHL Central Scouting settled on 31st among North 
American skaters and I settled on 30th. But NHL teams aren’t in 
agreement (Bob McKenzie’s midseason survey of 10 NHL scouts ranked 
Hutson 71st and conversations I’ve had with sources reflect that 
divergence). 

Hutson’s coaches with USA Hockey’s under-18 team answer the first 
question with unwavering yeses. 

“My Lane Hutson take is that I love Lane Hutson,” said U.S. NTDP U18 
assistant coach Nick Fohr, who oversees the team’s defensemen. “He’s 
a super talented kid and he sees the game differently. He’s a bit of a 
unicorn and that’s a good thing. He’s super valuable for us. He plays a lot 
of minutes and I think he’s really undervalued defensively. He actually 
defends very well for a little guy and he’s got to do it differently because 
he’s smaller but he does it and he works at it and he takes pride in it. 
Everyone sees the flash, and the deception, and the big shots, and the 
distributing pucks, but they don’t always see him playing the other end 
and he plays super hard in that other end.” 

Adam Nightingale, the team’s head coach, points to a similar defensive 
aptitude to push back against the assumption that most commonly 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 12, 2022 

 

follows the question of size: that small defensemen will struggle in their 
own zone. 

“I think he’s a really good defender,” Nightingale said. “One of the 
reasons why is because he’s interested in defending. Sometimes when 
you’ve got a young, skilled defenseman, they don’t see that as a big 
thing. He values it and he’s got as good a stick as I’ve ever seen. And 
he’s smart. He’ll strip guys, he’s very strong on the puck for his size, he’s 
competitive at the puck. And the fact that he’s committed to doing it and 
he’s got the skill set to do it, you end up being a good defender.” 

Fohr says Hutson reminds him of Blue Jackets defensemen Adam 
Boqvist. 

“At the same age, watching Boqvist dance around the ice like he does 
and how he would manipulate the other team with his deception and how 
he would distribute pucks, Lane has a lot of those same aspects to him. I 
really like him. There’s a lot of value there for me in him,” Fohr said. 

Fohr knew Hutson was different — in good ways — from one of his very 
first moments at the national program. 

“We ask everyone to describe themselves as a player when they’re 
coming in and I remember that he spoke about how he sees the game 
offensively like Patrick Kane. And I thought it was really interesting for a 
defenseman to identify with Patrick Kane in their development. And I 
think when you watch him play, you see that. You see his hands, you see 
his ability to make plays, you see his vision and he does some things that 
are just crazy,” Fohr said. “And then he’s the hardest worker as far as I’m 
concerned. He’s the first guy on the ice. When we ask for guys to 
volunteer to go on the ice with the goalies, we don’t even ask, it’s just 
‘Hey Lane, who’s going on the ice?’ because we know he’s one of them. 
He’s just immersed in everything.” 

Ask Hutson and he’ll tell you exactly what he is too. 

“I’m a two-way defenseman who can contribute offensively but knows the 
responsibilities defensively and takes pride in my defensive 
responsibilities,” Hutson said. 

He’ll also tell you that, despite his size, he was always drawn to playing 
defense because he enjoys being able to see the whole ice and control 
the play. 

And while adding weight has proven to be an admitted struggle for him, 
Nightingale and Fohr argue there’s more to Hutson — and his potential 
success in the NHL — than his size. 

“From my time working in the NHL (as an assistant with the Sabres and 
Red Wings), you look at a lot of these guys’ frames and they’re not 
giants. They’re often wiry, but they’re powerful and explosive within that,” 
Nightingale said. “So I never want our kids to say ‘hey, I’ve got to get in 
there because I want to be 195.’ No, I want you to be as fast and 
explosive and strong as you can get. If the weight comes on, then 
whatever. I’ve played with a lot of guys who put on a lot of weight and 
then they get to the NHL and they have to lose weight because the game 
is so fast and demanding.” 

As for the answer to the second question? Well, that’s more complicated. 

“I know not every team in the NHL will want a player that size and that’s 
OK,” Fohr said. “Somebody is going to like him enough to draft him and 
he’s going to go somewhere where they’re going to appreciate him. I’m 
excited for him. He has done a great job here for two years and he has 
been a joy to coach.” 

In an effort to answer that second question for myself, I’ve turned to the 
tape and the data. 

Let’s start with the latter. 

The data 

Hutson’s statistical profile is unequivocal: He looks like a legit NHL 
prospect, the kind that typically goes in the first round. 

Hutson leads Team USA in ice time (more than 19 minutes a game, 
according to InStat) and in those minutes he has driven goals for and 
goals against results at five-on-five, has driven shot differentials and 
individual shot attempts, has led a proficient power play, and has led the 
team in both passes to the slot and assists. 

His raw production (40 points in 41 games, or 0.98 points per game) lines 
up with that of recent top-scoring program defensemen Luke Hughes, 
Cam York, Quinn Hughes, and Adam Fox. 

Here’s what his projection looks like in Byron Bader’s tool at Hockey 
Prospecting, side-by-side diminutive 2019 Canes third-rounder Dom 
Fensore, the only other defenseman in my recent memory who was 
drafted at a similar height/weight. Both are also out of the national 
program and are Boston University commits, which makes for a near-
perfect apples-to-apples comparison. Fensore is now BU’s leading scorer 
as a 20-year-old junior, its leader in five-on-five goal differential (proving 
that he can defend), and one of the top-scoring defensemen in the 
NCAA. I fully expect Fensore to get signed when he’s done in college. 
(Remember that Hutson’s 55 percent NHL likelihood is from a season 
that is not yet over, too.) 

The tape 

Note: Hutson wears No. 23 in all clips. 

The offense 

Offensively, Hutson’s game is singular and deserving of the unicorn 
moniker in more ways than one. 

It’s easy to get bogged down in some of the limitations that we expect will 
come with small defensemen (I’ll get into the specifics of Hutson’s game 
defensively and whether those limitations apply to him later) but Hutson’s 
competitive advantages are numbered. 

Skating 

Everything starts with his movement on and off the puck. 

With it, Hutson’s light, airy edges complement the soft hands that come 
with controlling the puck lower to the ice (and with a shorter stick) to help 
him shake off coverage with ease. 

That’s true one-on-one in the offensive zone, where he’ll beat guys off 
the point with a shoulder fake and a lateral burst, or a goalie in tight, like 
he did on this highlight-reel goal: 

It’s true through the neutral zone and on entries, where he can change 
directions, carry on angles, and adjust around sticks and bodies to carve 
up coverage and lead play into the offensive zone. 

I love the way he attacks the middle third, pulls three defenders to the 
center of the ice, and then attacks on an angle out wide: 

Notice the variety in his skating here: 

And watch the balance and compactness of his stride here into a similar 
show-forehand, cut-backhand pattern: 

He’s also able to layer deception into those patterns, remaining 
unpredictable by sending mixed messages with his feet. 

That’s a huge asset on the power play, because it can lull opposing 
teams into expected plays, like a drop pass that’s never coming. Watch 
how he shows the drop before pivoting into a carry here: 

Or how he shows the drop before pivoting into a pass instead here: 

He’s also adept at transitioning from his heels to his toes, which allows 
him to absorb pressure and play off of it. This escape off of his heels is 
not as easy as he makes it look: 

With repetition, those tools come together to create sequences that start 
in the defensive zone and end in the offensive zone. Like this one, where 
he spins away from the forechecker to get things going and then finishes 
the play attacking into a dangerous spot with his feet. 
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His skating (the actual footwork and mechanics) and movement (the 
routes that he takes) don’t just impact the game with the puck either. 

Though he’ll make a lot happen for himself and his teammates in 
possession, I’d also argue he’s the best give-and-go player at the 
program this year because of how he moves off of the puck. 

This play at the BioSteel All-American Game highlighted that beautifully. 
Watch how he moves to get back open immediately after delivering his 
first pass: 

Same idea here to free himself for a shot instead of trying to manufacture 
one for himself: 

And again here when he creates with his feet and then jumps his man to 
get back open (even if the pass doesn’t come on this one because Team 
USA scores, I love that he’s actively looking to re-involve himself and 
present an option): 

This year’s under-18 team has even run set plays off of Hutson’s 
movement. Watch how they use this both as a decoy but also to free him 
up for his one-timer here: 

Processing 

Above and beyond his skating, Hutson’s greatest attribute might actually 
be the way he thinks through the game. 

You could see it above in how he uses his skating to deceive. But Hutson 
doesn’t just send mixed messages with his feet, he sends them with his 
eyes too. Here, he shows the defenders and the goalie he’s going to 
Frank Nazar at the left post before delivering his pass to Isaac Howard 
(who he’d seen tap his stick when he first collected the puck high in the 
zone) at the right post: 

He’s also a brilliant problem solver. So he’s not just staying one step 
ahead of the opposition when he’s looking to dictate, but he’s also able to 
work his way out of trouble when the opposition tries to dictate terms to 
him. 

That’s most commonly identifiable in traffic or tight spaces, where Hutson 
thrives making small-area plays. 

When play crowds in on him, Hutson executes into the space that crowd 
has left behind with remarkable consistency, routinely making small plays 
to teammates like this pass off the boards: 

Or this quick pass under the triangle of the defender’s stick off of an 
intelligent pinch: 

(There’s that movement to get back open for the goal, too!) 

And where other players often panic in one-on-one coverage in high-risk 
areas (like the offensive zone blue line), Hutson plays with a calm that 
allows him to see past the immediate pressure and use his skating to 
beat it. 

Here’s one example of that, leading to a shot on goal: 

And here’s another almost identical play, repeated until a better result is 
produced: 

Processing shows up in a player’s vision, too. 

It’s not always about finding your way out of a tough spot. It’s about 
identifying your options quickly where called for, slowly where required, 
and reading behind coverage always. On each front, Hutson gets some 
of the highest grades in the class. 

You can view it in his ability to see down ice and stretch play on long 
outlets (which require a certain amount of finesse to give the right weight, 
but maybe more importantly the early identification of the man in the first 
place). 

Example 1: 

Example 2: 

You can see it in how often (and how quickly) he goes against the grain 
with a pass (a common place to look for players who read the game at a 
high level). 

Watch how he looks through several players to switch sides with a pass 
off the draw here: 

You can see it in sequences like this, where three white jerseys crowd 
him near the boards and instead of putting the puck deep (the instinct 
that most players would default to), he quickly identifies and executes to 
a teammate in space: 

And when you put those two things together — the skating with the 
processing — you get sequences like the one below where he’ll make 
the first play (beat that guy that’s coming at me) with his feet and the 
second play (find a guy on the backside of coverage) with his head: 

The defense 

When defensemen are as small as Hutson is, the defensive piece can be 
more difficult to project forward. Even when they look good at lower 
levels, it’s hard to fight the urge to wonder whether they’ll have the same 
success against bigger opponents. 

There are some limitations of Hutson’s game defensively, too. But they’re 
frankly few. 

My video review revealed his biggest challenge was on box-outs at the 
net front, where he can lose fights for rebounds or struggle clearing the 
front of the net of screens. 

He can also occasionally get walked or take a penalty trying to play too 
tight and/or eager in coverage. And when he does get beat, he doesn’t 
have the length or strength to bump a player off balance in the process. 

But he has also developed habits and techniques to mitigate against 
those deficiencies, and he’s proficient in other areas defensively where 
bigger players lack. 

In man-to-man coverage, he mitigates against his lack of length and 
strength through his activity level, never giving up on plays and using his 
edges to spin off of mistakes to disrupt opposing carriers with his stick. 

That spin is really effective for him. Here, where most other players 
would look to pin the opposing player to the boards when he stops up, 
Hutson just stops up with him, spins, and uses his stick to break up the 
puck: 

Same thing below. In a race for the puck, Hutson uses his skating to win 
it, gets his stick on it, and then instead of diving into a physical 
engagement with the BU player, simply spins around him back to the 
puck: 

He also does an excellent job against the rush by staying with the puck 
and matching his retreats to opposing carriers. 

That’s evident in his footwork skating backward and the job he does 
angling and gluing himself to carriers. 

But it’s most impressive when he looks like he’s getting beat, he has to 
turn his feet to skate with the carrier, and he still manages to keep stick-
on-puck (a hard thing to do after you’ve had to turn your feet). Watch 
here the way he opens up, stays with the carrier, and then jumps the 
puck when the opportunity presents itself for a clean takeaway: 

Or here the way he manages to maintain a balanced position and lean on 
a much bigger Joey Larson (listed at 6-foot-1 and 194 pounds): 

The latter play — where he takes an angle, holds the opposing carrier to 
it, and then out-positions him — is a pretty common one in Hutson’s 
game. Two of the things we often overlook in smaller players are the low 
leverage they have that bigger players don’t and the ability to slide into 
bodies that their smaller frames provide. 
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Hutson knows how to use both to his advantage. Watch how he keeps 
his stick with the opposing player and then cuts into inside body 
positioning here: 

He’s also got other tools that all good defenders do. 

Like the ability to quickly pivot and turn back to dumps (something bigger 
defensemen often struggle with). 

And a knack for picking pockets. 

And the processing power (much like he has on offense) to read and 
intercept passes. 

And the use of his skating to successfully pinch in the offensive zone so 
that he doesn’t have to defend as often as some others do. 

Takeaways 

Even understanding some of Hutson’s limitations, there will come a point 
in the draft where the players available — even the ones who are 6-foot 
and 185 pounds, or 6-foot-4 and 200 pounds — have equal or greater 
limitations of their own. There will also come a point in the draft where 
those players don’t have the statistical profile, nor the unicorn skills, that 
Hutson does. 

As a result, it won’t be long on draft day before I argue that an honest 
evaluation of Hutson’s game should settle no lower on his probability of 
success than that of his peers (maybe as early as the mid-to-late first 
round). 

He’s prepared to make that case for himself, too. 

“I’ve always kind of been a guy who just keeps playing and shows it on 
the ice,” Hutson said. “I’m not worried about what people think of me. I 
just play.” 

With reporting in Plymouth. 

Scott Wheeler covers the NHL draft and prospects nationally for The 
Athletic. Scott has written for the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, The 
Toronto Sun, the National Post, SB Nation and several other outlets in 
the past. Follow Scott on Twitter @scottcwheeler . 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks, Capitals put on thrilling show as full crowds 
return to Vancouver 

 

VANCOUVER — It wasn’t the Russian everyone was watching Friday 
who beat the Vancouver Canucks. 

The guy getting booed, Alex Ovechkin, didn’t score. The guy largely 
ignored, Evgeny Kuznetsov, had a hat trick as the Washington Capitals 
blew a third-period lead before rallying to beat the Canucks 4-3 in 
overtime on an electric night at Rogers Arena. 

Ovechkin’s history of support for Russian dictator Vladimir Putin and 
limited comments on his country’s invasion of Ukraine has, rightfully, 
received as much attention the last two weeks as his record of scoring 
goals in the National Hockey League. 

But with a chance to make history on Friday by moving alone into third 
place in NHL goals, Ovechkin was blanked on six shots that included a 
pair of partial breakaways against Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko. 

Demko wasn’t as effective on Lars Eller’s breakaway 42 seconds into 
overtime as the Capital rattled a shot under the goalie to deprive the 
Canucks of a second point after Vancouver rallied from a two-goal deficit 
early in the third period to lead 3-2. 

Kuznetsov’s third goal of the night had tied the game with 4:53 remaining 
in the third period when the Canucks' Elias Pettersson’s goalmouth 
clearance during a contentious Washington power play hit the Russian, 
then glanced back off the Swede before the Capital forced it across the 
goal line. 

Remaining Time -0:36 

Kuznetsov bats puck in out of midair after wild bounce off boards 

And that wasn’t even Kuznetsov’s luckiest bounce of the night as he 
opened the scoring at 5:34 of the first period when Nick Jensen’s rim-
around the Canucks’ zone hit a stanchion in the glass behind Demko, 
bounced straight into the slot and ricocheted in off Kuznetsov. 

His second goal, on a power play just 43 seconds later, was swept 
across the goal line after Ovechkin’s famous one-timer overpowered 
Demko and looked like it might spin into the net. 

Ovechkin remains at 766 goals, tied with Jaromir Jagr, who wore No. 68 
in the NHL for 24 seasons as a tribute to the Prague Spring of 1968, 
when democratic reforms in what was then Czechoslovakia were 
stamped out by the Soviet Union under a previous Russian dictator. 

Ovechkin’s record chase added another compelling layer to the game, 
which was watched in-person by the largest Rogers Arena crowd, 
18,814, since the pandemic began two years ago. 

“You always have that in the back of your mind,” Canucks captain Bo 
Horvat said of Ovechkin’s perch on history. “You've got to be aware when 
he's out there all the time. Obviously, the goals speak for themselves. His 
ability to score goals, I mean, I don't think it's been seen ever in this 
league. Thankfully, (although) we didn't keep him off the scoresheet, but 
we kept him from scoring tonight.” 

Ovechkin finished with one assist. The Canucks had to be satisfied with 
denying him a goal and earning a point after the Capitals’ early 2-0 lead 
stood until the third period. 

The Canucks swarmed the Capitals early in the final frame, dominating 
consecutive shifts in the offensive zone and pumping in three goals in 
four minutes to eradicate the deficit. 

Vancouver defenceman Quinn Hughes, whose consistent excellence has 
been a little overshadowed lately by the historic scoring surge of J.T. 
Miller, drove the comeback with a goal and two assists amid a 
mesmerizing display of agility and puck possession. 

Hughes cut the deficit in half 57 seconds into the third period, skating the 
puck to the middle of the blue line, waiting for traffic to develop and 
slinging a screened wrist shot past the glove side of Washington goalie 
Vitek Vanecek. 

The Canucks tied it 2-2 on a power play at 3:19 when Miller took the 
puck from Hughes in the left-wing circle, faked a pass across the 
goalmouth and dropped it into the slot to Horvat, who quickly lasered a 
shot into the top corner. 

Two shifts later, Horvat put his team in the lead, calmly gathering the 
rebound from Travis Hamonic’s one-timer and steering it past Vanecek at 
4:59. 

If you didn’t already know it was the largest crowd since the coronavirus 
arrived, it was evident in the thunderous, unmasked roar that greeted the 
Canucks’ go-ahead goal. 

“To have everybody in the building, it was rocking tonight,” Horvat said. 
“Friday night, packed building like that and coming back, the building was 
electric tonight. It's too bad we couldn't get it all the way done for them. 

“We're happy to... fight back there in the third. But ultimately we wanted 
those two points. All the points from here on out are going to be huge for 
us, and I thought it was great character by us to come all the way back 
and get that point. It's just unfortunate that we couldn't have gotten the 
job done.” 
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Kuznetsov tied it 3-3 after Vancouver defenceman Tyler Myers, who is 
six-foot-eight, was penalized for a hit to the head on Kuznetsov. Myers 
was standing up, and finished with his back to Kuznetsov. It looked a 
dodgy call but, to be fair, so was the tripping penalty to Eller that 
preceded Horvat’s power-play goal. 

The point at least allowed the Canucks, desperately chasing a playoff 
spot in the Western Conference, to maintain some momentum in the 
standings. Two games into a seven-game homestand, they are 8-2-1 in 
their last 11 contests and two points out of a playoff spot. 

“I just think we have that belief,” Horvat said. “We have that belief in our 
room that we can beat any team and we've shown that, and we've shown 
resiliency when we're down. I think it's just us growing as a group and 
growing as a team that we didn't have at the beginning of the year. We're 
playing for each other in there and that's all that matters. We want 
everybody to succeed and we're happy when everybody's doing well and 
when the team is doing well, so we want to keep that feeling going.” 

With two assists, Miller extended his points streak to 11 games. 

The Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning visits the Canucks on 
Sunday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators GM Dorion on NHL trade deadline: 'In all my 
years as GM, this has been the quietest' 

 

Wayne Scanlan March 11, 2022, 4:12 PM 

 

Senators general manager Pierre Dorion has some bad news for the 
trade deadline TV specials. 

“I hate to be Debbie Downer, but don’t get too excited,” Dorion told 
reporters on a pre-deadline Zoom call on Friday. “In all my years as GM, 
this has been the quietest.” 

Although Dorion does expect his phone to get a little busier before the 
March 21 trade deadline, he set the groundwork for the possibility he 
won’t be moving as many of his (seven) pending unrestricted free agents 
as we might have expected. 

Other bulletin tidbits from Dorion’s availability: 

• He hopes that when Matt Murray returns to health, that Murray and 
Anton Forsberg can be the goalie tandem for the rest of the season. 

• He is not opposed to using one or more of his 10 draft picks as chips to 
improve the team by acquiring a player or players. 

• The Senators will not necessarily move a pending UFA just to acquire a 
late-round draft pick. 

• Key defence prospect Jake Sanderson will report to Ottawa as soon as 
his college season is over at the University of North Dakota. 

• As far as building a contending team, Dorion said he expects his group 
to make the playoffs next season and the rest will fall into place after that. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

'Those guys don't grow on trees' Dorion identifies Senators immediate 
needs 

Although Dorion declined to discuss specifics on contracts with pending 
UFAs – specifically when asked about the future of Forsberg and forward 
Nick Paul – he said he has spoken to a couple of agents representing 
Senators veterans on expiring contracts. 

“Those players know we’d like them to be a part of our group, if it makes 
sense,” Dorion said. “We’re working on possible deals, but we’re not 
going to say much more than that.” 

Whether Forsberg gets signed by the deadline or not, Dorion certainly 
implied that the big Swede isn’t going anywhere, with the suggestion that 
he hopes Forsberg and Murray can finish the season as a tandem. 

Murray, currently on the injured reserve list with a neck/head injury, could 
be a while, though. Dorion said that Murray won’t return until he is 100 
per cent, and that IF and WHEN Murray gets healthy and can stay that 
way, he can be an important part of the team. 

“Obviously, we’ve seen with Matt some good and some bad,” Dorion 
said, very diplomatically considering the frustration in the marketplace 
with Murray’s recurring health issues. “I think he’s battled a few unlucky 
injuries, so it hasn’t given us the stability we want in our goaltending.” 

Dorion added that Murray finished last season strong and was playing 
well in the new calendar year before his last two starts (13 goals allowed 
vs. Tampa Bay and Arizona). 

“I think he was first or second in save percentage (in that stretch),” 
Dorion said. “So Matt has definitely displayed the qualities of an elite 
goalie in the NHL. We just want it to continue.” 

Dorion would like goalie prospect Filip Gustavsson to finish out the 
season with Belleville, if possible. Gustavsson is needed in Belleville, 
especially now that Kevin Mandolese has recently suffered what is 
thought to be a long-term injury. As for the possibility of having three 
goalies on one-way deals next year (Gustavsson’s kicks in next fall), 
Dorion said he would cross that bridge when he comes to it. Don’t 
discount that one of the three could be moved by then. 

Concerning his 10 draft picks, Dorion said that if he is able to move one 
or more players for immediate help, he would do it, but that “it’s 
something more for the summer than the trade deadline” as far as timing. 

“We can make all the hockey deals we want right now but a lot of those 
players are on teams that are trying to win Cups, so we’re not going to 
get those players,” Dorion said. “I think we’re looking at more of those 
types of deals being at the draft or in the summer.” 

Remaining Time -0:40 

How long before Senators expect to become a sustainable playoff team? 

Needs? A top-six F and a top-4 D-man 

As for specific needs in the big picture, the Senators GM suggested it is 
“no big secret, for us to hit the next level we probably need a top-six 
forward and a top-four D.” 

“But those (players) don’t grow on trees,” Dorion said. “We probably have 
a top-four D in Jake Sanderson, once he reaches maturity. And he might 
be a top-two D. I think we have a few top-six forwards, but they’re not 
there yet.” 

Speaking of Sanderson, Dorion and Pierre McGuire, senior VP of player 
development, recently made a trip to North Dakota to visit with the star 
UND defenceman and fellow defence prospect Tyler Kleven. Dorion said 
that while Kleven may stay in school for another year, it is “pretty much 
written in stone” that Sanderson will join the Sens as soon as the Fighting 
Hawks finish their season. Sanderson already has his room 
arrangements in Ottawa, Dorion says. 

“Hopefully, it’s after they win the Frozen Four and the NCAA 
championship, because you want to bring winners into the organization,” 
Dorion said. “And possibly the Hobey Baker (for Sanderson), we’ll see 
about that one. With the injuries he’s had (and games missed due to the 
Olympics), I don’t know if he’s going to get enough consideration, but a 
lot of people tell me he’s the best player in college hockey if not the best 
defenceman outside the NHL. So, Jake will be joining our team. He 
knows it.” 

Congrats to Anderson 
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Dorion closed his call with a shout out to former Senators goaltender 
Craig Anderson, who notched his 300th NHL win this week. More than 
two-thirds of those victories (202) were delivered while with the Senators, 
from 2011-20. 

“Craig was one of the best players, if not the best goalie we’ve had,” 
Dorion said, extending his congratulations to the 40-year-old Anderson, 
now a member of the Buffalo Sabres. 

Ironically, the Sens are still trying to establish the kind of crease stability 
Anderson brought for most of his time in Ottawa. Though Anderson had 
his own injury issues, he was an outstanding playoff performer and 
helped carry an unlikely Sens team to the Eastern Conference Final in 
2017, Ottawa’s most recent playoff appearance. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.12.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why the Maple Leafs' most pressing deadline need is a 
defence upgrade 

 

Justin Bourne March 11, 2022, 8:44 AM 

 

If you listen closely to the market in Toronto as the trade deadline draws 
near, the desires of Leafs fans change like the late winter/early spring 
weather. 

It was all but consensus for a while that the team needed to add on 
defence, but then the counterwinds blew. Some smart people on Twitter 
“Well actually’d” the consensus by pointing out that it was really the 
team’s offence that was the issue in past post-season runs, so maybe 
the most important need was scoring. JT Miller might be available, 
Elliotte Friedman mentioned, and that got some brains spinning. And still 
some others have cited the Leafs' shoddy goaltending of late and 
elevated that as the team’s most pressing need. 

I wrote about the goaltending, and my esteemed editor Rory Boylen 
wrote about it further here, to highlight how there’s no obvious solution in 
goal. If nothing else, it isn’t the place you’d want to spend your finite 
assets with no guarantee that anyone you bring in will give you better 
than the offering of Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek. 

As for adding offence, the Leafs are scoring 3.66 goals per game, which 
is up from even last year and good for fourth in the NHL (that pace would 
see them score 28 more times over 82 games from their 2020-21 pace). 
Their defence, however, has dropped from seventh in the league in goals 
against per game last year, to 17th. This isn’t last year’s team, and 
everything they’ve gained on offence they’ve given right back the other 
way. Even if a lot of that is because of goaltending, their “expected goals 
against” rate is ninth in the NHL, hardly at a Cup-winning standard. 

All we hear from those who lean on the numbers is that any prudent 
evaluator uses both analytics and the eye test, and for me the eye test 
means doing video. On that front: the Leafs need help on D, and they 
need it bad. 

Here’s the disconcerting part: they aren’t structurally bad, not at all, and 
the issues aren’t in coverage. Going back over the past three weeks I 
found only a goal or two where you’d say something got lost in coverage. 
But I did find other trends, and I’m not sure they’re fixable without simply 
plugging in different personnel. A healthy Jake Muzzin would go a long 
way to help, but even that won’t be enough. 

Here are the Leafs' defensive numbers (brought to you by SportLogiq) by 
league rank. You can thank their offence for where they sit in “OZ 
possession time” (against), spending the least time in their own zone 
defending than any team in the NHL. Toronto plays a ton at the other 
end, ranking third in O-zone possession time. 

All of which is to say, to end up 17th in goals against despite rarely 
defending in-zone means you’ve got a certain type of defenceman. They 
likely don’t excel in their own end, but they’re great at getting the puck up 
and out of their own end. Unfortunately, when you start playing the best 
teams over and over in the playoffs, you’re going to spend a lot more 
time in your own end, inevitably, so you better be able to play there. 

There are four recent issues, and the first stems from something that was 
ailing the team a month or so ago, and an overcorrection. You’ll notice 
where they sit in rush chances against. 

That happens for three reasons. One is that their forwards are 
unquestionably offence-first players who take the odd risk other teams 
may not, which means sometimes they don’t have a third man high. 
Second is that all of their D are active (that pinching helps with O-zone 
possession time), even guys you think of as more “stay at home” like T.J. 
Brodie. He'll move up off the blue line, so will Travis Dermott and Timothy 
Liljgren and basically everyone but Muzzin (who still jumps up 
occasionally). That style leads to a few extra rush chances against, too. 

But with the lack of a high guy to slow down rushes against, it seems like 
the D don’t want to get straight up burned wide, so they back way off and 
lose control of the gap. When your gap is bad and you back too far in, 
you can screen your own goalie, you allow offensive players to move 
laterally, and you’re just too easy to play against. The examples in the 
following video are all from the past 10 games and came about for a 
variety of reasons, but all ended in what I’d call “sagging.” 

Remaining Time -0:28 

Maple Leafs defence is sagging 

The Leafs D are on top of their own crease as the pucks cross the line. 

This is an area maybe you can coach up in theory, but with the next 
couple issues, I have my doubts. 

Right now the Leafs' goalies are getting lit up on high danger chances 
and are statistically among the worst duos in the league at allowing goals 
from directly in front of the net. I think that stat is effected by defending, 
as the Leafs simply don’t have the type of guys who keep bodies out of 
those areas, nor do they control sticks particularly well. 

It’s easy for the opposition there. These are questions of strength and 
physicality, which isn’t a – no pun intended – strength of the Leafs' D, 
who mostly skate and move the puck well to be effective. But as 
mentioned, in the playoffs, it's a guarantee that you’re going to spend 
time in your own zone. 

First thing is tipped pucks. Because the Leafs are structurally sound in 
their D-zone, there aren’t many breakdowns. They abide by the Barry 
Trotz coaching philosophy that if the opposition is going to shoot from 
anywhere, let it be from out wide and out at the blue line. You expect 
your goalies to stop those shots, and I’m sure you’ve heard the saying “If 
they can’t stop them from out there, we’ll find guys who can.” But that 
axiom only works if those shots get to the net relatively clean, which for 
Leafs keepers they do not. Every puck seems to change direction on 
these guys right now. 

Remaining Time -0:26 

Maple Leafs goalies getting beat by many tipped shots 

One thing you can do to stop players from being able to tip pucks is keep 
them away from the net with box outs, a la basketball. The key with box 
outs in hockey is that if you do it away from the net (like coming off the 
boards after the puck has gone high), refs will never call the interference. 
If you do it near the net they will, and it’s also harder to do it that way. 
Once guys are close to the net they’ll spin off and skate through the 
crease and start causing a problem. They can already effect the play, so 
you want to engage the battle early. 

Just by chance, as I was mostly watching goals against and not chances 
against, the worst instances in the past few weeks were all T.J. Brodie. 
But I’ve seen it happen with every other Leafs D-man (though rarely 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 12, 2022 

 

Muzzin when he’s in), and I don’t think these guys are going to 
fundamentally change who they are between now and playoffs. This is a 
real problem. 

There’s just always someone skating through the goalies eyes. 

Remaining Time -0:29 

Box out goals against Maple Leafs goalies 

There is another problem that can be coached, but here’s the thing with 
“can” be coached: 

Jake Gardiner was a Leaf for a long time, and he was talented, and 
effective, and good. But he was prone to the odd mental gaffe that made 
people lose their minds and go “If he can just eliminate that, he would be 
unbelievable.” To my eye, that odd gaffe never left his game. Sometimes 
“it can happen” is fantasy. Players who typically blow assignments rarely 
become players who don’t typically blow assignments, and while it’s 
possible they could shed that trait, would you like to bet on them figuring 
it out during the playoffs? 

Timothy Liljegren is a good skater and puck mover and has proven he’s 
going to play in the NHL for a while. The expected goals numbers love 
him (partially because he plays a ton with Auston Matthews on a strong 
possession team and starts in the O-zone a lot). But over the past month 
or more for the Leafs there is no player on the roster who you would 
single out more as the direct cause of a goal against than Liljegren. 
There are lost puck battles, and lost checks, bad gaps and more. It’s not 
that he can’t play in the league, it’s that he would make his coaches very 
nervous against good teams in big moments, even if he can figure it out 
at some point. 

The most glaring for me is just how bad he’s been off lost D-zone 
faceoffs. The Leafs have the fourth-best faceoff winning percentage in 
the NHL in their D-zone, but when they do lose the draw, they’re awful. 
They’re 25th in the league in allowing shots off lost faceoffs. From 
SportLogiq: 

As you can see below, when Liljgren is on the ice, those lost draws result 
in shots against at a much higher rate, spiking to nearly 40 per cent of 
the time. As a team defending in that spot, you’re all starting on the right 
side of the puck with the offence stationary. That shouldn’t happen. 

From what I can tell the Leafs' D plays man-on-man off lost D-zone 
draws, which makes plays like the one below pretty simple to 
understand. Liljegren gets beat off the wall. 

When Liljgren does go with his guy, he’s not always been able to prevent 
him from getting a shot off. (It seems like they don’t want to start with 
Liljegren protecting the net front, but it could just be circumstantial based 
on how they want to execute off a won draw. That part is speculation.) 
He’s on the wall again here, though on the other side: 

Bad rebound or not, Liljegren’s job is to take care of his own guy just in 
case. He’s had a habit of standing beside guys shooting it in lately. 

And when he has followed his guy up and around, the rest of the Leafs 
are occasionally caught napping, as William Nylander was here on the 
backside. Alexander Kerfoot did a poor job getting out through the pile, 
too. 

Even this one below where Liljegren's not the first guy you’d blame, it 
feels like his thinking is just off. He’s on the wall again. Once the play 
settles in, I doubt they want him to think man-on-man forever. They’d 
want him to drop back into their zone as the puck settles behind the net. 
He ends up on the same side as Dermott and covering off a non-threat 
after getting put in the spin cycle off the draw. 

The Leafs start Liljgren in the O-zone over 57 per cent of the time, which 
is the most on the team among their regular seven D. 

Toronto's D isn't bad, neither statistically nor by the eye test. But "not 
bad" isn't the goal of Stanley Cup contenders. Yes, they’ve got a certain 
type of defender that leads to the play going up and out of their own 

zone, which leads to spending time on the right end of the rink. That part 
of their roster construction has worked. 

But in the post-season, they will likely have to protect leads, and they will 
be playing teams with firepower. Tampa Bay has elite offensive talent 
and the Panthers are scoring at a clip the NHL hasn’t seen in years, with 
4.12 goals per game, first in the league by miles. Someone on the Leafs 
will need to jump over the boards and defend at some point, I promise. 

The Leafs have plenty of good young D in Rasmus Sandin and Dermott 
and Liljegren. Justin Holl can be useful as a defender-proper when he’s 
on his game. But those four guys taking up three of your six D spots in 
playoffs isn’t going to be good enough. They need Muzzin back, and they 
need someone who’s legitimately impactful back there, or it’s going to be 
same ol’ same ol’ for this hyper-talented team after Round 1. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.12.2022 
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TSN.CA / 'Something to prove': Leafs give Mrazek chance to respond on 
big outdoor stage 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held an optional practice at the Ford Performance Centre on Friday 
ahead of the 2022 Heritage Classic against the Buffalo Sabres at Tim 
Hortons Field in Hamilton on Sunday. 

It may have been an obvious decision, but it was not an easy one to 
make.   

"We thought a lot about it," Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
"We talked a lot about it."  

Ultimately, the Leafs tabbed embattled goalie Petr Mrazek to start on 
Sunday against the Buffalo Sabres in the Heritage Classic at Tim 
Hortons Field in Hamilton.  

"You want to give Petr an opportunity to get back in and respond," Keefe 
explained. "There's the fact it's an outdoor game and Petr has experience 
playing outdoor games in the NHL. There's a lot of stuff going on that 
makes it obvious to give Petr another chance to go back in." 

Mrazek started and won a Stadium Series game for the Detroit Red 
Wings against the Colorado Avalanche back on Feb. 27, 2016 at Coors 
Field in Denver. 

With Jack Campbell sidelined with a rib injury, this should be Mrazek's 
chance to establish himself in the Leafs net. But on Thursday night, he 
allowed four goals on 12 shots before being pulled in the second period 
against the Arizona Coyotes. Erik Kallgren, 25, made his National 
Hockey League debut in relief stopping 10 of 11 shots before taking the 
loss in overtime.   

"With it being an outdoor game, I don't want to put Kallgren in that spot," 
Keefe said, "especially when you have a guy who has experience and a 
little something to prove." 

Mrazek has played 291 NHL games over 11 seasons. This isn't his first 
taste of adversity at this level.  

"Those things happen," the 30-year-old Czech native said after 
Thursday's game. "I've been in this situation before and I'm not worried 
about it ... My mentality is pretty good with those things so just forget 
about that." 

Mrazek has posted an ugly .884 save percentage over 16 games during 
his first season in Toronto.  
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"He's won 10 games for us," Keefe pointed out. "He hasn't played nearly 
to his ability, but he's won games for us this season and we need to win a 
game on Sunday."  

Mrazek spent 45 minutes on the ice working with goalie coach Steve 
Briere on Friday.  

"He just said he was committed to coming in and working," Keefe said. 
"Petr came in today and had a good work day and the reports were all 
really good and positive and that was the last thing I was looking for 
towards making a decision." 

'He's got something to prove': Mrazek gets the nod for the Heritage 
Classic 

After a tough outing that saw him surrender four goals on only 12 shots, 
Petr Mrazek will get the nod in goal for the Maple Leafs when they take 
on the Buffalo Sabres in Hamilton on Sunday. Head coach Sheldon 
Keefe spoke about the decision to go back to his veteran netminder after 
a tough stretch of games. 

Keefe described the first goal Mrazek allowed on Thursday as "maybe as 
tough of a goal as we have given up all season." Mrazek misplayed a 
harmless shot with the rebound landing in front for Alex Galchenyuk to 
tap in. 

"It hit the inside of the blocker instead of outside," Mrazek said. "It can't 
happen. Those saves are easy." 

Mrazek was overly aggressive on the second Arizona goal, which came 
off the rush. He committed to Phil Kessel, who then passed it across the 
ice to Jakob Chychrun. The Coyotes defenceman fanned on the shot, but 
Mrazek was so far out of position that he couldn't get back in time.  

Keefe wanted to pull Mrazek at that point, but the coach was reluctant to 
put Kallgren in a tough position. Keefe felt he had no choice after the 
Coyotes extended their lead to 4-1.  

"It was obvious we needed a change," Keefe stated bluntly. "With the 
third and fourth goals, I don't think there was a lot Petr could do on those. 
When you give up the first two like that, you can't give up three and four. 
You have to find a way to make the saves for us in that case." 

Kallgren, who helped Vaxjo win a Swedish Hockey League title last 
season, appeared unfazed in his first taste of NHL action. What was he 
thinking?  

"Not much, to be honest," he said. "Tried to keep the head clear and go 
out there and embrace the moment. It was a big moment for me to play 
my first minutes in the NHL so, yeah, just try to have fun ... I tried to 
prepare like I was playing. So, I was trying to mentally be in the game all 
the time." 

"Kallgren showed very well," Keefe said, "showed us that he can go in if 
we need him to and we like a lot of what he did last night." 

    Petr Mrazek and Erik Kallgren get back to work with goalie coach 
Steve Briere pic.twitter.com/jANfPNVZpi 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 11, 2022 

John Tavares and William Nylander, who had been split up to start 
Thursday's game, were reunited on a line with Alex Kerfoot in the third 
period and helped spark Toronto's comeback bid.  

"I thought both guys, when they were not together, had good legs early in 
the game," Keefe said. "I liked the way they worked and competed. Once 
you get down in the game, I felt the need to shorten the bench and go 
with fewer guys to try to get a smaller group really going." 

Nylander and Kerfoot both scored in the third period.   

"I did like it when they were back together, but I think that trust was 
earned by how they were playing apart from one another," Keefe said. "It 
was good to see. Willy had his best legs in a while. I thought John really 
worked and competed. That line was good for us."  

Before the game, Keefe said his patience had run out with the Tavares-
Nylander combination. Not only were they not producing at their regular 
rate, but that line was allowing a lot of goals. Why was the chemistry 
lacking?  

"It's hard to pinpoint exactly," Tavares admitted. "There's probably 
opportunities where we just haven't capitalized. We got to do better 
consistently game in and game out and being better defensively, too." 

Tavares, who didn't register a shot on goal against the Coyotes, was 
among the 10 players to hit the ice on Friday. Keefe was surprised to see 
the team's 31-year-old captain out there.  

"Rest is important at this time of year," Keefe said. "We just finished 
playing three games in four nights. That is why we didn't want the full 
practice today. Of all the players that I trust to know their bodies and 
know what they need, John is at the top of the list." 

Why is Tavares at the top of the list?  

"Just through his experience, how he takes care of himself, how in tune 
he is with how he is feeling, and how closely he works with our medical 
and strength teams," Keefe said. "He is dialed in and doesn't miss a beat 
with regards to anything that relates to his own preparation ...  If he felt 
he needed that work today, we trust him." 

Keefe says he saw 'encouraging signs' from Nylander, Tavares against 
Coyotes 

While they started the game apart against the Arizona Coyotes, 
ultimately head coach Sheldon Keefe reunited William Nylander and 
John Tavares as they game progressed. Keefe said he saw encouraging 
signs from both players when they were apart, and that they "earned the 
right" to be reunited in the end. 

Prior to Chychrun's overtime winner, the Arizona defenceman appeared 
to hold Auston Matthews in the neutral zone. The Leafs superstar was 
furious that no penalty was called.  

"I felt what I felt," Matthews fumed afterwards. "There's really nothing I 
can change now so there's no sense really talking about it, I guess. No 
comment." 

Matthews, the league's top goal scorer, has only elicited seven calls in 55 
games.  

"It is strange," said Tavares. "Someone who is that difficult to defend and 
that good and has the puck and is threatening a lot and playing a majority 
of his game offensively, you would think there would be more."  

Keefe has a theory.  

"He is, in a lot of ways, unstoppable," the coach said of the 6-foot-3, 205-
pound centre. "His feet keep moving. He plays through obstruction, 
traffic, sticks and holds. A lot of players can't do that. They don't have 
that ability. While you see a stat like that and you might focus on the 
officiating, it is also a lot more challenging to call penalties against 
Auston because he plows through it like there is nothing there. That is 
part of it." 

Referees Kendrick Nicholson and Brandon Blandina didn't call any 
penalties on Thursday night.  

"Auston has the puck a lot," veteran forward Jason Spezza said. "Should 
he draw more penalties? Probably, but it's not a topic that we really need 
to get into. We have to, game to game, assess how the game's being 
called and adjust." 

The Leafs rank 31st in drawn penalties this season. Division rivals 
Florida (third), Tampa (sixth) and Boston (14th) are all in the top half of 
the league in this category.  

"Each official has their own personality," noted Keefe. "Ultimately, our 
message to the players is that we have to play through these things. You 
can't impact the way the game is called. You can't control that. You just 
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have to play through it ... I don't spend very much time focused on 
penalties or non-penalties or whatever." 

'It is strange': Tavares, Leafs react to Matthews' inability to draw 
penalties 

Auston Matthews scored his league-leading 44th goal of the season 
against the Arizona Coyotes, but there is one stat where he hasn't shown 
well: penalties drawn. Leafs' captain John Tavares admitted it's strange 
that Matthews has only drawn six or seven penalties on the year, while 
head coach Sheldon Keefe attributes it to Matthews' ability to drive 
through obstruction. 

Spezza sat out the last two games as a healthy scratch.   

"I take it as I got to play better," the 38-year-old forward said. "I want to 
be in the lineup every night and if I was playing better I'd be in the 
lineup." 

Toronto's fourth line has gone cold. Since the team's COVID pause in 
mid-December, Wayne Simmonds is goalless in 27 games. Spezza has 
just two goals in five-on-five play over his last 26 games.  

"I'm the leader of the line," Spezza said, "and it's important we're able to 
be trusted by the coach to go out there and give positive shifts. We also 
have the capability to chip in with big goals here and there and that's an 
area I want to focus on." 

Keefe confirmed that Spezza will be in the lineup on Sunday. Despite 
playing in the NHL for two decades, Sunday will only be his second 
outdoor game. Spezza also suited up for the Ottawa Senators at the 
2014 Heritage Classic in Vancouver.  

"I love playing outside," he said. "I still get outside and skate quite a bit 
and I think it's great. It will be a cool atmosphere."  

Attendance at Friday's optional practice:  

Kyle Clifford 

Travis Dermott 

Ondrej Kase  

Timothy Liljegren 

Ilya Lyubushkin 

Nick Robertson 

Rasmus Sandin 

Wayne Simmonds 

Jason Spezza 

John Tavares 

    Last player on the ice at the Leafs optional practice is Nick Robertson 
pic.twitter.com/AhGCijDC9q 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 11, 2022 
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USA TODAY / What Seattle Kraken are doing to try to make Climate 
Pledge Arena the first carbon-neutral arena 

 

Joe Mockspecial 

 

SEATTLE — Hanging in the rafters at Climate Pledge Arena is an 
oversized hockey jersey adorned with the number 32. That’s because the 

Seattle Kraken retired that number before their first home game on Oct. 
23, 2021. 

This is just one of the ways the expansion hockey franchise has chosen 
to take a different route from other pro sports teams.   

The number 32 came to represent the fervor exhibited by the fan base. 
When the team – the 32nd franchise in the NHL – started accepting 
deposits for season tickets, they thought 10,000 would be a worthy goal. 
Instead, 32,000 made commitments for tickets during the initial 24-hour 
period, which happened to end on March 2, 2018. Yes, the date was 3/2. 

Five-plus months into the team’s inaugural season, a home game against 
the Nashville Predators fell on March 2, 2022. Naturally, Seattle Mayor 
Bruce Harrell officially proclaimed the “3/2” date as "Kraken Day," and 
despite the team’s seven-game losing streak, fans packed the arena to 
celebrate. The home team delivered a rousing 4-3 win, the perfect ending 
for the Kraken’s special day. 

One reason for the fans’ devotion to the team is the sustainability of its 
home venue. It sits where KeyArena once hosted the NBA's 
SuperSonics, who left Seattle for Oklahoma City in 2008. All that’s left of 
that facility is its massive, 44-million-pound roof and the glass that formed 
the exterior on three sides. 

The arena was built for the 1962 World’s Fair that was held in Seattle, so 
the roof has been an enduring symbol for generations in the city. It 
certainly would have been less expensive to demolish the roof and start 
over with a completely new building, but that wouldn’t have been the 
sustainable approach. 

Tim Leiweke, CEO of Oak View Group, the developers of the arena, 
estimates the cost of preserving the original roof at about $100 million. 
“Saving the roof is probably the single greatest decision we made in 
trying to be sustainable in this building,” he said. 

Using an approach he calls “flying the roof in the air,” supports were 
installed to lift the roof off the ground while the old arena underneath was 
demolished and a new seating bowl built in its place. 

“That was a marvel of engineering, probably the most sophisticated, 
challenging engineering project I’ve seen in my 40-plus years of building 
almost two dozen arenas,” says Leiweke, who is the brother of Tod 
Leiweke, president and CEO of the Kraken. 

Adds Rob Johnson, the team’s VP of sustainability and transportation: 
“The steel saved in handling the roof in this manner is equivalent to all of 
the steel needed to build an entire football stadium.” 

Exclusive of the actual construction costs, Leiweke estimates upward of 
$200 million was spent on designing and planning the new venue to 
make it not only sustainable but “one of the great arenas of the world.” All 
told, $1.15 billion was spent creating the new venue. 

Carbon-neutral 

“Believe me, I wish something would prove us wrong that being carbon-
neutral is a priority,” says Leiweke. “Unfortunately, as we saw again from 
the recent UN report, we’re not wrong. We have to step up and answer 
this because if we don’t, we are in a terrible position in where we’re going 
with Planet Earth.” 

He hopes “we can affect a new path, with each one of us having to 
commit. This doesn’t happen with one arena, but this is a part, so let’s do 
it right.” 

“From the beginning, we’ve tried to push the envelope, to set new 
standards,” said Katie Townsend, the team’s senior VP of marketing and 
communications. “Climate Pledge Arena is groundbreaking. It is setting a 
new standard for arenas and large venues when it comes to 
sustainability. It’s right for our fans and for the market, and I think it’s right 
for who we are as a franchise.” 

While Leiweke’s Oak View Group and architecture firm Populous created 
the plans to make Climate Pledge Arena utilize the fewest resources and 
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be as energy-efficient as possible, Johnson is responsible for the 
ongoing efforts. He described the “farms” of solar panels that help power 
the facility and the 15,000-gallon cistern buried next to the arena that 
holds rainwater to be recycled. He added that plastic cups, long the 
staple of sodas and beers at sports facilities, are being phased out and 
more recyclable materials like metal are now being used. 

Asked for his biggest challenge, he quickly says “carbon accounting. It’s 
a fairly new field so there are lots of opinions about how to account for 
the (carbon) emissions of a building.” 

There are “direct” and “indirect” emissions to be accounted for. The 
electricity used by the building is a direct emission, while the indirect kind 
could be the fuel used by fans driving to the arena or the exhaust 
emissions of the trucks that deliver concession items. 

In accounting for the carbon usage of this arena, Johnson used the 
example of a concert. His staff has to account for the trucks and buses 
that brought the band and equipment, the plastics and materials used in 
the merchandise they sell at their stands, the fuel used by fans coming to 
and from the arena, the energy actually used during the performance, the 
energy to clean up after the show and the trucks to get the act to its next 
stop. 

At the end of the first year of operations at the arena, “we’ll tally up how 
many tons of carbon were emitted directly and indirectly. We then buy 
that number of tons of carbon offsets.” Johnson cites planting trees and 
restoring watersheds as examples of these offsets. 

Leiweke has another goal for Climate Pledge Arena when the first year 
has ended, when independent auditors will assess its emissions 
efficiency. “We built this to be the world’s first carbon-neutral arena ever 
built," he says. "After a year, we’ll see if it’s true.” 

Sustainable solutions 

As the architects working for Oak View Group and the Kraken, Populous’ 
responsibility was “to develop solutions,” says senior principal Geoff 
Cheong, who served as project designer. “That led to solutions including 
an all-electric systems design that eliminates natural gas from the 
building,” as well as the use of solar panels and the recycling of 
rainwater. 

He notes that two “of the less-celebrated sustainable solutions are 
arguably the most unique.” One was the preservation of 67 London Plane 
trees that date to the World’s Fair, despite being a few feet away from the 
massive excavation. 

The other solution was reusing the glass panels, which also date to 1962. 
Those provide natural light both on the concourse and in the seating 
bowl, reducing the need for artificial light on non-event days. 

The premium spaces were designed by Rockwell Group. By positioning 
some of the lounges and suites behind and under the seating sections, 
the upper levels are closer to the ice. 

One of the most talked-about features inside the arena is the 1,600-
square-foot Living Wall along the western concourse. Here plants grow 
from special pods embedded in the wall. They surround video screens 
that explain the need for conservation and sustainability. 

“It is a symbol in which we can inspire the millions of people who go 
through this building to join us in our commitment toward (being) carbon 
neutral,” Leiweke says. 

Sometimes taking the sustainable approach can result in a better 
outcome. Johnson notes that the recycled rainwater from the arena’s roof 
is used in resurfacing the rink’s ice, and its purity makes for an even 
better surface than what is drawn from the municipal water supply. So 
far, the arena’s Zambonis – which themselves are electric instead of 
typical models fueled by gasoline or propane – have applied 100,000 
gallons of the recycled water to the ice surface. 

“I think it has enhanced the feel and the beauty of the building when you 
look at the roof, the big Living Wall, when you know that the ice the 

players are skating on came from rainwater,” says Townsend. “It all just 
adds to the magic of the building.” 

A global cause 

Typically when a corporation pays for the naming rights of an arena, it 
names it after itself or one of its brands. America’s second largest 
company happens to be headquartered a mile east of Climate Pledge 
Arena, and it went a different route. 

“When Amazon purchased the naming rights for Climate Pledge Arena in 
June 2020, we took a big leap by naming it after a global cause rather 
than a company,” explains Chris Roe, Amazon’s head of sustainable 
operations. “Our goal is to make the arena a long-lasting and regular 
reminder for every one of the urgent need for climate action.” 

Leiweke views the creation of the new venue as righting a wrong. He 
says the market was “starved for the NHL and was wounded by the 
Sonics leaving town because the arena was inadequate. We solved the 
problem by creating a world-class arena. I think we’ve made a great 
argument that the NBA must give Seattle a franchise.” 

Always thinking ahead, Leiweke made sure space was allocated for an 
NBA locker room on the ground floor of the arena. 

Winning hearts and minds 

Diana Skiles, a retired teacher in the Seattle suburb of Edmonds, never 
cared for hockey. When the Kraken arrived, everything changed – 
including how she spends her spare time. 

“The rollout of the team to the community, the way they are 
environmentally conscious, it really won me over,” she says. “I now watch 
every game.” 

She is so inspired by the Kraken that she started knitting a scarf to 
commemorate their inaugural season. She carefully chose yarns that 
precisely match the team’s colors and has created a pattern that signifies 
every goal the team scores. 

“I’ve had to go to the store to buy a lot more yarn, because the scarf is 
now 7 feet long, and growing,” she says. 

Usually it takes years for a new team to generate such devotion, but the 
Kraken’s community outreach and sustainable arena captured the hearts 
and minds of Seattle before the puck was dropped at their first game. 

“This is just the beginning,” says Leiweke. “We are accomplishing our 
goals one step at a time.” 
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USA TODAY / Who is the highest-paid NHL player? Connor McDavid, 
Artemi Panarin top list of highest earners 

 

Orlando Mayorquin 

 

The top 11 highest-paid players in the National Hockey League all make 
more than $10 million in average salary when factoring in salary paid in 
signing bonuses over their contracts, according to data compiled by 
Spotrac.com. 

Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid tops the list, bagging an 
average of $12.5 million a year. McDavid, who is considered the best 
player in hockey, was just 20 years old in 2017 when he signed an eight-
year, $100 million extension fresh off an MVP season. It took effect the 
following season and made him the league's highest-paid player. 
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The New York Rangers' Artemi Panarin and the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
Auston Matthews come in at second and third on the list, respectively, 
with each earning an average annual salary of about $11.6 million 
Panarin, the 30-year-old winger, signed a seven-year, $81.5 million deal 
with the Rangers in 2019.  

Matthews, who is the second fastest to reach 200 career goals among 
active players behind Alex Ovechkin, penned a five-year, $54.5 million 
deal in 2019.  

The pay figures do not include the 17.2% reduction, according to reports, 
taken out in escrow from player contracts. Escrow ensures a 50-50 split 
of league revenue between owners and players; the players get that 
money back or it is given to owners. 

Who are the highest-paid players in the NHL?  

Here is Spotrac.com's full list of the top 10 highest-paid NHL players 
based on average annual value:  

1. Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers: $12.5 million; $100 million over 
eight years 

2. Artemi Panarin, New York Rangers: $11.642 million; $81.5 million over 
seven years 

3. Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs: $11.640 million; $54.5 million 
over five years 

4. Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks: $11.5 million; $92 million over eight 
years 

5. Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers: $11.333 million; $68 million over six 
years 

6. Drew Doughty, Los Angeles Kings: $11 million; $88 million over eight 
years  

6. John Tavares, Toronto Maple Leafs: $11 million; $77 million over 
seven years 

7. Mitch Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs: $10.903 million, $65.4 million over 
six years 

8. Carey Price, Montreal Canadiens: $10.5 million, $84 million over eight 
years 

8. Patrick Kane, Chicago Blackhawks $10.5 million; $84 million over eight 
years 

8. Jonathan Toews, Chicago Blackhawks: $10.5 million; $84 million over 
eight years 

As with any professional athlete, players in the NHL cash in on 
endorsement deals off the ice.  

Forbes ranked the top-earning NHL players taking into account their 
outside income.  

McDavid still tops this list. He brings home $4 million in outside deals, 
with endorsement deals that include Adidas and CCM. Second is 
Matthews, who makes $3.5 million outside of his NHL pay, with deals 
that include Nike and Verizon.  
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