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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Philadelphia Flyers in Metro Division Matchup 

By Chip Alexander 

This is the way it’s going to be the rest of the season, 
Carolina Hurricanes forward Derek Stepan said Saturday. 

The games will be tight, the scores close, open ice hard to 
find, regardless of the opponent. And Stepan should know, 
having played his 800th career game Saturday as the Canes 
faced the Philadelphia Flyers before a sellout crowd at PNC 
Arena. 

Stepan also collected his 500th career point in the Canes’ 3-
1 victory, assisting on a Steven Lorentz goal in the second 
period. Jordan Martinook had the go-ahead goal with 3:50 
left in regulation and Sebastian Aho then added an empty-
netter in the final minute as the Canes extended their home-
ice point streak to 13 games (12-0-1) with the Metro Division 
win. 

“It doesn’t matter who we’re playing or what style they want 
to play, this is the way hockey is going to be this time of the 
year,” Stepan said. “It ramps up and it becomes playoff 
hockey. You saw that today.” 

Martinook’s goal, his third of the season, came on the 
redirection of a Vincent Trocheck shot. Trocheck, positioned 
near the blue line, winged a shot that Martinook tipped past 
goalie Martin Jones. 

Making it special for Martinook was that his young son, 
Chase, was at the game, noting, “He’s been asking for a goal 
the last month and I haven’t been getting him one. I know 
he’ll be pumped.” 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen was back in net for the Canes 
(41-12-5) after sitting out a few games with an “upper-body” 
injury that he said Saturday was a precaution. Andersen was 
involved in a big collision during the March 3 game against 
Washington, saying he felt “a little bit off” after it and wanted 
to be certain he was not suffering from any concussion-
related symptoms. 

“We wanted to rule that out and make sure I didn’t go in and 
get another hit too early,” Andersen said. “Just making sure I 
didn’t put myself in danger in any way, and just ruling it out 
that it wasn’t a concussion.” 

While he may have allowed a few more rebounds than he 
liked -- the Flyers’ Derick Brassard scored off a rebound into 
the slot in the second period -- Andersen, who had 28 saves 
in his 30th win of the season, was pleased with his play. 

“Overall I felt pretty good,” he said. 

Stepan downplayed his two personal milestones, saying 
simply, “The stars aligned.” But Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour had more to say about the veteran forward, who 
had sat out nine of the past 11 games as a healthy scratch 
but had not let it affect his attitude or work habits. 

“In my 30 years in the league, he’s the best I’ve ever seen at 
handling it,” Brind’Amour said. “Plain and simple. Every step 
of the way he’s been a pro.” 

Stepan was used on the wing Saturday as Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, 21, centered what Stepan called the “Kids Line.” 
After a scoreless first period, Stepan circled the net with the 
puck in the second and found Lorentz open near the far post 
for the shot and score -- for Lorentz, his seventh goal of the 
season. 

Lorentz quickly collected the puck to give to Stepan as a 
keepsake. Was that a younger player looking out for the old 
pro, Stepan was asked. 

“He gets away with being a ‘young guy’ but he ain’t a young 
guy anymore,” Stepan said, smiling. “He is 25. He’s the 
middle-aged guy. But he gets it, he really does.” 

The Flyers were 7-14-5 on the road this season and much of 
the speculation in Philadelphia centers on which players 
might be leaving at the March 21 trade deadline. But the 
Flyers (18-30-10) made the Canes work for this victory, 
especially in the second period when they had 14 shots. 

Brind’Amour tweaked his lines a bit, using Martin Necas on 
the Aho line and moving Andrei Svechnikov to the Trocheck 
line opposite Martinook. It worked for Martinook. 

“It wasn’t a pretty game, that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour said. ‘I 
thought our first period was really good, that we had a lot of 
good opportunities and then they did a good job in their end 
of keeping us outside. We didn’t get a lot of Grade-A’s in the 
second. For the most part it was tough sledding.”
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Civian: Maybe the Canes just like Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

By Sara Civian 

Occam’s razor is the principle that in explaining a thing no 
more assumptions should be made than are necessary. The 
phrase has evolved to mean, essentially, the simplest 
explanation is often the most accurate explanation. 

Have we ever considered that the Hurricanes might just like 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi? And sometimes when two grown-ups 
love each other very much — er — when a hockey team and 
a young player love each other very much, they negotiate a 
long-term contract extension. To be fair, the Kotkaniemi 
discourse was fated to be an eternal mess from Aug. 28, 
when the Canes first tendered him a one-year, $6.1. million 
offer sheet. 

And the Canes deserve that after the way they went about 
the offer sheet — going after a Canadiens player after the 
Canadiens went after Sebastian Aho had to be retaliation to 
some degree, the details like Aho’s number 20 in the signing 
bonus, the tweets. I’d also venture the Canes denying 
retaliation as a motive made the discourse worse. Maybe 
they should’ve said, “Yeah, it worked out nicely that the team 
who insulted us with a cheap offer sheet for our star also 
happened to have an RFA we love. We would’ve done the 
offer sheet regardless, but this made it taste a little sweeter.” 

I don’t know, clearly if you look at my Twitter for 45 seconds 
you’ll realize I’m not exactly a PR professional. 

Anyway, the polarized Kotkaniemi takes were right on 
schedule when reports surfaced Friday that Kotkaniemi and 
the Hurricanes have an eight-year, $5 million AAV contract in 
place. 

You’ve got TSN’s legal analyst tweeting this: “Lehkonen has 
better numbers than Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Hopefully he also 
doesn’t demand an eight-year deal.” 

Artturi Lehkonen is a 26-year-old winger, Kotkaniemi is a 21-
year-old center. Kotkaniemi has less time on ice on a 
stacked team right now. Plus, multiple sources have 
confirmed it’s the Canes that pushed for the full eight years, 
and Kotkaniemi’s camp had been counteroffering in the six- 
or seven-year range. The implication that Kotkaniemi is 
strutting into general manager Don Waddell’s office like 
Vince McMahon demanding an eight-year contract is 
hilarious to me. 

That whole comparison is puzzling, as are the people 
shocked that this was happening. Although retaliation was 
likely more of a motive than the Canes acknowledge, it 
wasn’t the only or the primary factor in offer sheeting 
Kotkaniemi. The end goal was always a long-term deal for 
less money than the $6.1 million one-year gamble. Seven or 
eight years (it’s looking like eight) at around or just under $5 
million accomplishes that goal. 

And what was that goal again? Oh, yeah, the Hurricanes 
keeping a player they like through his prime. Because, again, 

they like the player and want him on their team during his 
prime. 

As bad as the takes are when it comes to the folks acting like 
a young center has never signed a long-term contract before, 
every action has an equal and opposite reaction, so of 
course, the other end of the spectrum has been loud as well. 
It’s like either Kotkaniemi can do no wrong or he can do no 
right, but he’s not allowed to be a middle-six center with 
potential. When these things happen, it’s helpful to look at 
the comparables. Our Pierre LeBrun reports that if the eight-
year term sticks, Kotkaniemi is looking at an AAV just under 
$5 million, which is obviously better than the initial slightly 
over-$5 million projection. 

Kotkaniemi’s got 11 goals and 23 points in 54 games this 
season, but we must keep in mind he’s been sheltered on 
the bottom six because the Canes have a wealth of center 
depth (what a time to be alive). 

Brock Nelson’s got 23 goals and 34 points in 46 games at $6 
million — that’s a better deal than Kotkaniemi right now, but 
he’s in his prime while the Canes hope Kotkaniemi will only 
improve. Joel Eriksson Ek’s got 18 goals and 31 points in 52 
games for the Wild and he’s making $5.25 million at 25 years 
old — this seems like a fair ballpark. The Bruins have Charlie 
Coyle at a $5.25 million AAV as well, and he’s got 13 goals 
and 30 points in 58 games at 30 years old. 

Record scratch, freeze frame: The Avalanche have 31-year-
old Nazem Kadri on the last year of his $4.5 million contract. 
He’s gone beast mode this season with 22 goals and 72 
points in 56 games, and as much as a career outlier as this 
is for him, it’s worth mentioning. 

To me, a Kotkaniemi contract at eight years, $5.2 million max 
or under seems like it has potential to be right in the sweet 
spot or a slight overpay. You gotta consider the cap will 
probably rise after unexpected stagnant years, Kotkaniemi is 
still just 21 years old, and he will get more minutes to make 
an impact when one of Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter 
or — gasp — Martin Necas is potentially gone in the 
offseason. Then, there’s Jordan Staal’s $6 million contract 
unloading in 2023-24. From what I’ve seen out of Kotkaniemi 
this year, I was sort of surprised to find he’s played more like 
Staal than as he was sort of advertised as a Necas. He’s got 
a big body he routinely uses around the net, he’s got solid 
play-making awareness. 

If Kotkaniemi is set to replace Staal in the middle six, the 
Canes are saving money in the long run. Maybe we’re all 
missing that larger point and we can stop hand-wringing 
about points. 

In our modern world full of 24-hour news cycles and 
immediate opinions on everything, of course it’s fair to have 
an initial opinion on this potential deal, which sources confirm 
is certainly in the works and going to happen eventually. 
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Here’s mine: It looks about right if it’s just under $5 million, 
eight years will make me anxious about anyone, but the 

Canes like the player. It’s a risk, but the overpay wouldn’t be 
too wild if he at least even slightly grows as a player. 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Cap Perfect Four-Game Home Stand With Win Over Philadelphia 

Stepan earns 500th career point in 800th NHL game 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes picked up at least 
a point for a 13th straight home game Saturday, taking down 
the Philadelphia Flyers, 3-1.  

Three Things: 

1) Have A Day, Derek Stepan  

With Seth Jarvis unable to play due to a hip injury, Stepan 
got back in the lineup for the first time March 3 in 
Washington. 

Playing in his 800th career NHL game, #18 etched not only 
that milestone, but also picked up his 500th point along the 
way. "Step" earned the primary assist on the game's first 
goal, using a bit of deception to feed one to Steven Lorentz 
on the back door. 

2) Frederik Andersen Is Back In Business 

After not dressing in either of the team's last two games, 
Frederik Andersen got back to the crease for this afternoon's 
matchup. Tested with two very dangerous chances in the 
first, Freddie had to be sharp from the get-go. 

When all was said and done his outing concluded with 28 
saves, earning his 30th win of the season. Andersen is now 
just one of three goalies league-wide to record 30 wins, 
joining Andrei Vasilevskiy and Sergei Bobrovsky. 

3) Top Six Martinook 

Tied at 1-1 with four minutes to go in regulation, Jordan 
Martinook stepped up to the plate to tip home the game-
winning goal. All afternoon long both teams made it tough for 
their opponent to get to the middle of the ice, setting in the 
feeling that it was going to take a greasy goal to win it, at 
least in regulation. 

Martinook, who was playing alongside Andrei Svechnikov 
and Vincent Trocheck after a shuffling of lines pre-game, 
then crept his way to the slot, changing directions of a 
Vincent Trocheck shot from the point. The third goal of the 
year for #48 was supplemented by an empty net goal from 
Sebastian Aho to close out the contest. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the contest: 

"It wasn't a pretty game. I thought our first period was really 
good, I thought we had a bunch of really good opportunities. 
They did a nice job in their own end, holding us to the 
outside and not giving us a ton of Grade A-chances. The 
second frame we got up a couple there, but for the most part 
it was just tough sledding. There wasn't a lot of room out 
there." 

Stepan touching on his special afternoon: 

"It's funny how the game works. The stars aligned and it was 
a special night. It was something that not many people get 
the opportunity to do and I've been fortunate enough to have 
that. It keeps adding on to the things that I've been lucky to 
come across." 

Martinook on his game-winner: 

"I felt like I was all over it all night. I felt like I had a lot of 
chances. I don't think my wife and kid had been to a game in 
a while, so it was nice to score with him here." 

Martinook continuing on the now 13-game point streak: 

"That crowd helps. I don't care what anybody says. I don't 
care if anybody says a crowd doesn't help you perform. 
We're playing, we're feeling the emotion they bring and it 
translates into what they bring. I attribute a lot to the people 
in the building, it's a lot on their shoulders too." 

What's Next?: 

The team flies to Pittsburgh immediately post-game, as 
they'll take on the Penguins tomorrow at 1 p.m. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Carolina earned victories over Pittsburgh, Seattle, 
Colorado and Philadelphia in their now concluded 
flawless four-game home stand. 

 This was the second straight game Aho recorded 
an empty net goal. 

 Martin Jones of Philadelphia stopped 33 of 35, a 
key factor in his team remaining in the game 
throughout. 

 The Canes win the season series over the Flyers 3-
1.
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Hurricanes defeat Flyers, extend home point streak to 13 games 

Martinook scores late in third period, Anderson makes 28 
saves in victory 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Martinook scored the tiebreaking 
goal late in the third period for the Carolina Hurricanes, who 
extended their home point streak to 13 games with a 3-1 win 
against the Philadelphia Flyers at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Martinook made it 2-1 at 16:10 when he redirected Vincent 
Trocheck's shot from inside the blue line. 

"That was a nice one, especially that time of the game," 
Martinook said. "I felt like I was all over it all night. I felt like I 
had a lot of chances. 'Troch' is so calm and can kind of 
dictate the play with his patience." 

Steven Lorentz and Sebastian Aho scored, and Derek 
Stepan scored his 500th NHL point in his 800th NHL game 
for the Hurricanes (41-12-5), who have not lost at home in 
regulation since Jan. 13, when the Columbus Blue Jackets 
defeated them 6-0 (12-0-1).  

Frederik Andersen made 28 saves in his first start after 
missing three games with an upper-body injury. 

Derick Brassard scored his 200th NHL goal, and Martin 
Jones made 33 saves for the Flyers (18-30-10), who have 
lost 10 of their past 13 games. 

"I'm pretty angry, to be honest with you right now, to put in an 
effort like that," Philadelphia coach Mike Yeo said. 
"Unfortunately, we just didn't finish it off. I liked the effort. I 
liked a lot of the details in our game. I thought we gave 
ourselves a chance to win." 

Carolina took a 1-0 lead at 8:34 of the second period when 
Lorentz scored on a tap-in at the left post off a pass from 
Stepan. 

"It's funny how the game works," Stepan said. "The stars 
aligned. It's a special night. [Playing 800 NHL games is] 

something not many people get the opportunity to [do]. I've 
been fortunate enough to have that. It keeps adding onto the 
things I've been lucky enough to come across." 

The 31-year-old forward was a healthy scratch in nine of the 
past 12 games. He has scored 15 points (seven goals, eight 
assists) in 41 games this season, his first with the 
Hurricanes. 

"In my 30-whatever years in this league, he's probably the 
best I've ever seen in handling [being scratched]," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's been a pro every step of 
the way. It's not easy." 

Brassard tied the game 1-1 at 16:50 off the rebound of Cam 
Atkinson's shot. 

Aho scored an empty-net goal with 21 seconds left for the 3-
1 final. 

"We played probably one of the best teams in the league 
tonight, and they force you to play fast," Brassard said. "That 
was a high-paced game. I thought our guys competed really 
hard. I think the guys can be proud. That's what we're trying 
to establish here. We're showing up to play and that's the 
only thing that matters." 

NOTES: Andersen said his injury came from a collision with 
Washington Capitals forward Tom Wilson on March 3. … 
Flyers forward Scott Laughton was scratched with an upper-
body injury. … Philadelphia forward Morgan Frost had one 
hit in 12:41 of ice time after being recalled from Lehigh Valley 
of the American Hockey League on Friday. … Stepan has 
scored 175 goals with 325 assists with the New York 
Rangers, Arizona Coyotes, Ottawa Senators and Carolina. 
… Aho has scored 380 points (171 goals, 209 assists), 
passing Jeff Skinner for seventh in Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers history. He extended his point streak to four games 
(two goals, two assists). … Carolina's home point streak is 
the second longest in franchise history (15 games (14-0-1) 
from Dec. 13, 2005-Jan. 28, 2006).
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Jim Cantore gives special forecast for Hurricanes vs. Flyers 

Famed meteorologist voices tease on ESPN ahead of 
Carolina game on Saturday 

By Anna Kulesa 

Jim Cantore's Saturday forecast: Take warning. 

The Weather Channel meteorologist voiced the pregame 
tease of the Carolina Hurricanes game against the 
Philadelphia Flyers that aired on ESPN. 

The video titled "The Perfect Storm" starts out with Cantore 
putting on his famous blue weather channel parka and cuts 
to multiple clips of him reporting during hurricanes. 

He then talks about the formation of hurricane such as draft, 
gust, speed and strength over clips of the Hurricanes 
highlights from this season. 

Cantore's forecast was not great for the Flyers, ending the 
video with this warning: "Nobody beats a hurricane; you just 
hope to weather it."

 

 

 

Martinook breaks tie late in 3rd, Hurricanes top Flyers 3-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jordan Martinook broke a tie with 
3:50 remaining, his first goal in 17 games, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Philadelphia Flyers 3-1 on Saturday. 

Martinook’s third goal of the season — with his wife and 3-
year-old son in attendance — came on a redirection of 
Vincent Trocheck’s shot as a long shift was winding down. 

“It’s nice to score when he’s here,” Martinook said. “He has 
been asking for a goal the last month and I haven’t been 
getting him one.” 

Steven Lorentz scored first for Carolina, which has earned at 
least one point in 13 consecutive home games — the 
second-longest stretch in franchise history. Sebastian Aho 
added an empty-netter with 20.9 seconds left. 

Frederik Andersen made 28 saves in his first game since 
March 3 after dealing with concerns about a potential 
concussion, and the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Hurricanes defeated the last-place Flyers. 

Carolina has won seven straight at home, where it is 23-4-2 
this season. 

“That crowd helps,” Martinook said. “We’re feeling it. The 
emotion that they bring translates into what we bring.” 

Derick Brassard scored his 200th NHL goal in the second 
period for the Flyers, whose road losing streak reached 11 
games (0-9-2). Martin Jones stopped 33 shots. 

“I thought we gave ourselves a chance to win and just 
couldn’t finish it,” Flyers interim coach Mike Yeo said. “You 
have to really embrace playing in hard hockey games and I 
thought for the most part we did that.” 

Lorentz had gone 21 games without scoring before 
converting at 8:34 of the second.  

Brassard’s tying goal at 16:50 of the middle period came 
when Andersen failed to control the puck on an initial shot.  

That was the first goal allowed by the Hurricanes in more 
than 128 minutes dating to last Sunday’s second period 
against Seattle. Carolina shut out Colorado on Thursday 
night. 

Andersen earned his 30th win of the season, with his second 
in three outings against the Flyers. He said he was careful 
not to rush back after symptoms that might have suggested a 
concussion. 

“We wanted to rule it out and make sure I didn’t go into and 
get another hit too early,” Andersen said. “There’s just a big 
relief.” 

STEPAN UP 

With rookie Seth Jarvis out of the Carolina lineup after 
sustaining an unspecified injury two nights earlier, center 
Derek Stepan played for just the third time in the last 12 
games. It was his 800th NHL game. 

“He has been a pro every step of the way,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I’ve never seen anyone handle it better.” 

Stepan got his 500th career point with an assist on the 
game’s first goal. He delivered a pass to Lorentz from behind 
the net. 

“It’s funny how the game works, the stars align,” Stepan said 
of reaching multiple milestones in the same game. “It’s a 
special night. It’s something that not many people get the 
opportunity (to do). I’ve been fortunate enough to have that. 
It keeps adding on to the things I’ve been lucky to come 
across.” 

Lorentz retrieved the puck for his linemate’s milestone point. 

FOILED IN THE FIRST 

It was the third consecutive Carolina game in which there 
was no first-period scoring for either team. 

The Hurricanes have gone five games in a row without a 
goal in the first period. Still, they’ve outscored their 
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opponents by a combined 54-38 in opening periods this 
season. 

LAUGHTON OUT 

Flyers center Morgan Frost appeared in his first game this 
month, with Scott Laughton out since suffering a head injury 
in the second period Thursday night at Florida. 

Laughton has played 428 NHL games and set a career high 
for ice time (21 minutes, 23 seconds) in last month’s 
overtime loss to Carolina. 

Yeo said Frost, a 2017 first-round draft pick appearing in his 
53rd NHL game, was solid for the first two periods. He was 
recalled from the American Hockey League. 

“I thought he was real assertive, aggressive,” Yeo said. “For 
him, I think the lesson is that he’s capable of doing it.” 

UP NEXT 

Flyers: Host the Montreal Canadiens on Sunday. 

Hurricanes: At the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday.

Penguins and Hurricanes face off in battle of top Metropolitan teams 

Carolina Hurricanes (41-12-5, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Pittsburgh Penguins (35-15-9, second in the Metropolitan) 

Pittsburgh; Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Penguins -131, Hurricanes 
+109; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: The top two teams in the Metropolitan face 
off when the Pittsburgh Penguins play the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Penguins are 10-4-2 against division opponents. 
Pittsburgh is fifth in the Eastern Conference recording 8.9 
points per game, averaging 3.2 goals and 5.7 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 11-5-0 in division matchups. Carolina is 
eighth in the league averaging 3.4 goals per game, led by 
Sebastian Aho with 26. 

In their last meeting on March 4, Carolina won 3-2. Jordan 
Staal recorded two goals for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jake Guentzel leads the Penguins 
with 28 goals, adding 31 assists and collecting 59 points. 
Sidney Crosby has 13 points over the last 10 games for 
Pittsburgh. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 60 points, scoring 26 goals 
and registering 34 assists. Teuvo Teravainen has four 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Penguins: 5-4-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.8 
assists, 3.4 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
three goals per game with a .905 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-1-1, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while allowing two goals 
per game with a .937 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Penguins: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Seth Jarvis: day to day (hip), Brendan Smith: out 
(upper-body), Tony DeAngelo: out (midsection).
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NHL Rink Wrap: Thomas lifts Blues; Kotkaniemi contract close 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Saturday 

Robert Thomas, St. Louis Blues 

The St. Louis Blues won a thriller against the Nashville 
Predators on Saturday afternoon that was highlighted by a 
two goal, four point effort from Robert Thomas, the first four 
point game of his career. The Blues have assembled quite 
an offensive team this season and a sneaky contenders in 
the Western Conference. As long as Ville Husso keeps 
playing the way he has in goal, and maybe with a defensive 
upgrade, they can go toe to toe with almost anybody in the 
Western Conference with their offense. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Saturday 

Thomas second goal of the game was this nice goal set up 
by a slick Jordan Kyrou feed with less than three minutes to 
play. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Saturday 

Hurricanes closing in on new contract with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi 

The Carolina Hurricanes are reportedly closing in on a new 
contract extension with forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
according to a report from Andy Strickland. The deal will 
reportedly be an eight-year contract worth between $4.2 and 
$4.5 million per season. The deal can not be made official 
until after the trade deadline. Kotkaniemi joined the 
Hurricanes this past offseason when he signed a one-year 
offer sheet worth $6 million as a restricted free agent. The 
Montreal Canadiens chose not to match that offer and 
received the Hurricanes’ first-and third-round picks from the 
2022 NHL draft. Kotkaniemi, 21, has 11 goals and 12 assists 
(23 total points) in 54 games for the Hurricanes this season. 
At this point he has not really become an impact player 
offensively, but he does play a strong two-way game and is a 
good possession driver. It will be interesting to see how his 
offensive game develops during that contract because an 
eight-year deal is an obviously significant commitment. He is 
now a long-term part of the Hurricanes’ core which is still one 
of the best in the NHL. 

Marcus Foligno avoids suspension for another kneeing 
incident 

Here is a strange one to analyze. The NHL’s Department of 
Player Safety announced on Saturday that Minnesota Wild 
forward Marcus Foligno has been fined $5,000 for kneeing 
Columbus Blue Jackets forward Jakub Voracek during their 
game on Friday night, a 3-2 Blue Jackets shootout win. It is 
strange because Foligno was just suspended a little more 
than a month ago for two games for another kneeing 
incident. That is two kneeing incidents that rose to the level 
of supplemental discipline in a months time and the 
punishment actually went backwards. That is not normally 
how it works. 

Another shutout for Markstrom 

Calgary Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom is having an 
amazing season and continued it on Saturday with his ninth 
shutout of the season in their win over the Detroit Red 
Wings. The Flames are starting to run away with that division 
and the play of Markstrom is a significant reason why. 

Sunday’s big story 

The NHL is going outdoors again as the Buffalo Sabres play 
the Toronto Maple Leafs in Hamilton in the Heritage Classic 
(4 p.m. ET). The outdoor storyline is only secondary though 
to the fact the Maple Leafs need to get their goaltending 
situation figured out. Jack Campbell is injured and Petr 
Mrazek gets the start after a tough performance on Thursday 
night against the Arizona Coyotes. Also on Sunday the 
Nashville Predators and Minnesota Wild play a very 
significant game in the Western Conference playoff race, 
while the Vegas Golden Knights look to get back on track 
against the Winnipeg Jets. Los Angeles and Vancouver are 
also in action as the Western Conference playoff race 
continues to unfold. 

Saturday’s NHL Scores 

St. Louis Blues 7, Nashville Predators 4 
Carolina Hurricanes 3, Philadelphia Flyers 1 
Seattle Kraken 4, Montreal Canadiens 3 (SO) 
Calgary Flames 3, Detroit Red Wings 0 
Boston Bruins 3, Arizona Coyotes 2 
Chicago Blackhawks 6, Ottawa Senators 3 
New Jersey Devils 2, Anaheim Ducks 1 
New York Rangers 7, Dallas Stars 4 
San Jose Sharks 5, Los Angeles Kings 0 
Edmonton Oilers 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 1
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NHL Prospects to Watch at the Trade Deadline 

The NHL trade deadline is upon us, and it's always a good 
time for prospects to get opportunities in new homes. Here's 
a look at 14 prospects that could be on the move. 

By Tony Ferrari 

We're just over a week away from the NHL trade deadline, 
so cue the hysteria. 

Prospects are always popular currency around this time, 
especially if it means landing a coveted veteran to push a 
team over the hump.  

Not every team is going to be among the movers and 
shakers at the deadline. Vegas made their move getting 
Eichel and they have no cap space to make another move. Is 
Los Angeles really going to make a move this year or let their 
young core see what they’re made of? Tampa Bay is tight up 
against the cap and already has a loaded roster. 

Let's look at some quality prospects that could be used as 
trade bait over the next week: 

RW Owen Tippett and LW Gregori Denisenko, Florida 
Panthers  

It feels like we’ve been waiting forever for Tippett and 
Denisenko to break into the NHL and unleash their offensive 
potential on the league but it just hasn’t happened yet. The 
23-year-old Tippett is just about at put-up or shut-up time in 
his prospect timeline. He’s been given an extended look in 
the NHL this season but wasn’t put in a prime offensive role 
because of the loaded Panthers roster. A fresh start with a 
team where roster goal-scoring is needed could be what it 
takes for the sniper to find his footing. 

Denisenko has been given cups of coffee at the NHL level 
the last two years but has found it difficult to latch on as well. 
At 21-years-old, he may be ripe for a breakout quite soon. 
The highly skilled dual-threat forward has the ability to be a 
precise playmaker as well as a legitimate goal-scorer. A 
rebuilding team may look to bring Denisenko in to join a 
young group and provide some solid offensive abilities to 
compliment high-end draft picks that they are likely to be 
infused into their roster over the next couple of seasons.  

D Juuso Välimäki and D Jérémie Poirier, Calgary Flames 

The Calgary Flames already made one impact trade prior to 
the deadline by acquiring Tyler Toffoli from Montreal, but 
they might not be done.  

Välimäki played in the NHL last season but found himself on 
the outside looking in this year, only getting into nine games 
thus far. His talent has never really been in question, 
especially as a puck-mover, but there seems to be a lack of 
consistency at this point. Having turned 23 just prior to the 

season, Välimäki is going to need to step his game up and 
work his way onto an NHL roster. It just might not be in 
Calgary. 

Poirier was a divisive prospect in his draft year and he 
continues to be divisive a year and a half later. His offensive 
abilities have never been questioned as he has been 
consistently a point-per-game blueliner in the QMJHL. His 
defensive game is a bit of a mess, though, which isn't 
completely ideal for a defenseman. Acquiring Poirier would 
likely mean a team is willing to wait and hope their bet on the 
upside is worth it.  

D Topi Niemelä and F Nick Abruzzese, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Niemelä is arguably the Leafs' top prospect, so parting with 
him would likely mean that the team is bringing in an impact 
piece. The poised and skilled rearguard has passed nearly 
every test he’s been given since his draft day. Niemelä was 
the top defenseman at the 2021 World Junior Championship 
and has been excellent in the top Finnish league His 
defensive game has grown this year as well with an 
emphasis on positioning and working to out-skill his 
opponent with stick work and excellent reads.  

Abruzzese is a bit more of a reasonable trade piece for 
Toronto. His progression in the NCAA has been impressive. 
He missed all of last season because Harvard didn’t play, but 
he has picked up where he left off after a successful 
freshman year. The Harvard captain sits second on team 
scoring despite leaving for a period of time to play a role on 
the American Olympic squad where he was a point-per-
game player. Abruzzese should be an intriguing piece for 
teams looking to add some efficient skill to the middle of the 
lineup.  

D Sean Behrens and D Drew Helleson, Colorado Avalanche 

The Colorado Avalanche are stacked as it is, but that doesn't 
mean they won't seek out further help. They have a young 
core on the backend so trading from their blueline prospects 
makes a ton of sense and the two names that pop out 
immediately are NTDP alums Behrens and Helleson. 
Separated by two years with the U.S. U-18 program, they 
bring different playing styles and attributes depending on 
what the acquiring team is looking for. 

Behrens is an undersized offensive blueliner with a boatload 
of skill. His ability to attack space and create offensively with 
his vision and passing ability are what make him special. 
Behrens' defensive game has always been based on 
intelligent reads and cutting play off before it develops and 
he’s carried that over to the University of Denver quite nicely. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 13, 2022 

 

Helleson has seen a bit of an offensive explosion this year as 
he has hovered around 0.75 points per game this season but 
it’s his defensive work that he’s known for. The 6-foot-3 
blueliner uses his length effectively defensively, getting his 
stick into passing lanes and tying up his opponents. 
Helleson’s defensive reads are a step ahead of the 
competition. The Boston College top pair defender is not the 
kind of flashy defenseman that will lead a rush on his own 
but he will make the smart pass just about every time. He 
plays a simple yet effective game with the puck on his stick, 
utilizing his more skilled teammates, putting them in positions 
to succeed. Helleson is very much the modern defensive 
defenseman that teams are looking for. 

C Jack Drury and D Anttoni Honka, Carolina Hurricanes 

A bunch of jerks walk into the draft and continuously load up 
on prospects. There’s no joke here, that’s just what happens 
every summer it seems when the draft rolls around so while 
Drury and Honka are highlighted here, the Canes have a 
prospect pool littered with players that opposing teams may 
covet. From Ville Koivunen to Scott Morrow, Carolina has a 
little bit of everything in their system.  

Drury looks like an intriguing piece as he is right on the 
precipice of finding a consistent NHL role. Drury went 
overseas to play in Sweden last year after Harvard canceled 
their NCAA season and helped lead the Växjö Lakers to the 
SHL championship, tallying 30 points in 41 regular-season 
games before adding 11 in 14 games on their championship 
run in the playoffs. This year, he has brought his solid two-
way game to the AHL and hasn’t looked out of place for a 
minute, earning a brief call-up to the Canes in December 
where he scored a goal in each of his two games. 

Honka is a bit more of a high-risk/high-reward gamble type of 
prospect. His offensive skill has never been a question. He 
has improved every year in the Liiga since his draft year. 
Honka is quite adept with the puck on his stick, showcasing 
the ability to lead or support the rush-up ice and make plays 
in the offensive zone. The 5-foot-10 defenseman is an 
excellent puck distributor from the point and has powerplay 
quarterback written all over him with his dynamism from the 
blueline. His defensive woes will need to be worked out but 
the upside is intriguing and could help a rebuilding team in a 
year or two. 

C Dylan Peterson and C Zachary Bolduc, St. Louis Blues 

The Blues may not belong on this list considering they have 
a cap situation that is a bit worrisome but they also feel like a 
team that could use a piece to get them into true contender 
status. They will require some creativity, possibly moving out 
a contract to free up some space. With that said, they likely 
won’t be able to add a major piece so trading Jake 

Neighbours wouldn’t make a ton of sense. That’s where 
some of the team's other assets come into play. 

Peterson has the physical tools that teams covet in size and 
skating ability but has been a bit limited offensively. He has 
shown flashes of potential but projects as a solid two-way 
middle-six center with some goal-scoring touch. He showed 
that at the Beanpot tournament where he came up clutch by 
scoring with just under three minutes to go in regulation to 
win the coveted Beanpot tournament. Although his ceiling 
could be a bit limited, Peterson looks like a player that will fill 
an NHL role one day pretty safely.  

There is a bit more upside with Bolduc, a top-ten scorer in 
the QMJHL this year. Bolduc brings a package that includes 
quick and precise hands that can dangle defenders when 
challenged and the ability to attack the middle of the ice in 
the offensive zone thanks to his skating combined with his 
puck skills. Bolduc has the tools to be an upper-echelon 
point producer but needs to become more comfortable with 
using his teammates more consistently and scanning the ice 
a bit more. The offensive potential is clearly evident, but it's 
all about rounding it all into form.  

D Mason Lohrei and C Jack Studnicka, Boston Bruins 

The Bruins will be an interesting team come deadline day as 
they look to improve their roster for yet another Stanley Cup 
run. When will the Bergeron and Marchand-led Bruins finally 
teeter off and become less dangerous come playoff time? 
Maybe never, which is exactly why they may look to trade for 
an upgrade, particularly on their blueline.  

Studnicka has been waiting to break into this roster for a 
couple of seasons now but hasn’t found a way to impress 
thus far at the NHL level. His AHL play has been strong as 
he inches closer to a point-per-game so there is still quite a 
bit of hope that he can become a regular NHLer in good 
time.  

Defender Mason Lohrei has impressed with Ohio State 
University this year, flirting with a point-per-game as a 
freshman blueliner in the BIG-10. He boasts a big, strong 
frame standing 6-foot-4 and 194 pounds and is willing to 
throw his body around a bit. His puck skills are decent and 
he can make a solid first pass. His offensive weapons are 
not overly impressive but he does have a snappy wrister 
from the blue line and he finds shooting lanes fairly well. 
Lohrei projects as a two-way defenseman who can make an 
impact as a second-pair blueliner. Lohrei has become a 
prospect that Bruins fans have become a bit infatuated with 
because he fits what a Bruin is in many ways so trading him 
may be something that only happens if there is a real 
difference-maker coming back.
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Canes beat Flyers in nationally broadcast matinee 

The Hurricanes got the job done Saturday afternoon, beating 
the Flyers 3-1 on ABC. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

National TV curse be damned! 

It wasn’t the most emphatic of wins, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes got the job done Saturday afternoon in a 3-1 win 
over the Philadelphia Flyers, as a long-lasting struggle with a 
national broadcast was put to bed for at least one afternoon. 

The Canes somewhat played down to the competition 
Saturday, letting Philadelphia hang around for probably too 
long despite dominating the possession and scoring 
chances. After a scoreless first period, Steven Lorentz broke 
the stalemate in the middle frame before a bad miscue in 
Carolina’s net from Frederik Andersen let Derick Brassard tie 
the game.  

Jordan Martinook provided the Hurricanes with the game-
winning goal in the third period, redirecting a point blast from 
Vincent Trocheck past Martin Jones. Sebastian Aho added 
an empty netter, as the Canes beat the Flyers to end the 
four-game homestand with four straight wins and extend a 
home point streak to 13 games.  

Apart from the one gaffe that led to the lone Philadelphia 
goal, Andersen was very good in a 28-save effort. Jones was 
also on his best game on the other end of the ice, stopping 
33 of 35 shots faced.  

The first period came and went with no goals on the board, 
though the Hurricanes mostly dominated play. Carolina 
outshot the Flyers 15-10 in the opening 20 minutes, holding 
a 12-3 advantage in scoring chances and a 61.36 CF%.  

Still, the Flyers had a couple of dangerous looks, particularly 
on a late power play that saw two pucks hit the iron. 
Andersen also stepped up and made a massive save during 
the sequence. 

The Canes also had a power play in the back half of the 
opening period, mustering some chances but nothing too 
threatening.  

Lorentz broke open the stalemate just before the midway 
point of the game, banking in a goal off the back of Jones to 
finish off a phenomenal pass from Derek Stepan. Stepan, 
who drew Jones to one side of the net before getting the 
pass out to Lorentz on the other side, collected his 500th 
NHL point in his 800th NHL game with the apple.  

The Flyers looked for a second to have tied the game at 1-1, 
but a goal was immediately waved off for goaltender 
interference as Brassard went barreling into Andersen.  

But just a few seconds later the Flyers did tie things up, as 
Andersen completely misplayed a long dump in from Cam 
Atkinson. The puck, which should have been corralled easily, 
got away from Andersen, and Brassard came flying into the 
zone to collect the rebound and slot home the tying goal. 

After an incredibly uneventful first 10 minutes of the third 
period, Martinook broke things open with a high-slot redirect 
after a point blast from Trocheck.  

Aho added an empty netter to put the game to bed, as the 
Hurricanes wrapped up the four-game homestand with a 
fourth straight win.  

Up next for the Hurricanes will be a trip to Pittsburgh Sunday, 
followed up by a road game in Toronto Thursday night.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Stepan, Andersen on afternoon win over Flyers 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Philadelphia Flyers 3-1 
Saturday afternoon in a nationally televised affair.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The better team won Saturday afternoon in PNC Arena, as 
the Carolina Hurricanes handled their business late against 
the Philadelphia Flyers in a 3-1 win.  

The Canes dominated possession of the puck and the 
analytical side of things for most of the game, but let the 
Flyers hang around for most of the afternoon. But Jordan 
Martinook scored the game winner in the third on a redirect, 
with Sebastian Aho adding an empty netter.  

Steven Lorentz opened the scoring for the Hurricanes in the 
second period, finishing off a great pass from Derek Stepan, 
who picked up his 500th NHL point in his 800th NHL game.  

Frederik Andersen was good once again in Carolina’s net, 
returning from an injury to pick up right where he left off.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Martinook, 
Stepan and Andersen spoke with members of the media. 

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On it feeling like a lot of things didn’t quite click either way in 
this game: It wasn’t a pretty game, that’s for sure. I thought 
our first period was really good. I thought we had a lot of 
good opportunities. They did a nice job in their own end of 
keeping us to the outside. We didn’t get a lot of grade-As in 
the second period. [Andrei Svechnikov] had a couple 
breakaways, but for the most part it was tough sledding. 
There wasn’t a lot of room. 

On Stepan saying these were the types of games the team 
would be facing down the stretch: It’s pretty much all year. 
It’s the NHL. They are all tough games. We’re at a point too 
where teams know they’ve got to give their best to beat us, 
so you usually get a real good effort out of the opponent. I 
can count just a handful of times where the other team 
wasn’t good. It’s a good thing because it keeps us sharp. We 
can’t afford not to be or we’re going to have a real tough 
night. Tonight was a tough night. I thought Freddie made 
some real big saves to keep us not having to get out of what 
we try to do, and we found a way.  

On when Carolina became the hunted: I don’t think it’s that 
so much as the last few years we’ve been a good team. 
We’ve got good players. We play hard. It’s different than six 
or seven years ago, I can tell you that. It’s a different feel 
when we play teams. Again, I think it’s good for us because if 
we don’t come ready, we’re going to be in for one.  

On guys like Martinook, Stepan and Lorentz stepping up in 
this one: They’re all tight. To that, when you get to the next 
stage all of the games are one play. You have to be able to 
play in those tight games and stick to what you are doing. 
And then contributions from everyone. You can’t always rely 
on the top guys scoring. I think this year we’ve been pretty 
good at that. Everybody is contributing. 

On flip-flopping the lines and Aho and Svechnikov: It was to 
see if we can get a little more balance throughout the lineup. 
That’s all. We know that I can put them together, but they 
haven’t really scored a lot of goals. It’s looked good, and they 
do really dominate play. But they haven’t really connected for 
most of the time they’ve been together if you really look at it. 
I like to just look at things differently now and get a feel for 
what might work and some adjustments we might have to 
make moving forward.  

On how Stepan has handled being in and out of the lineup: 
In my 30-whatever years I’ve been in this league, he’s 
probably the best I’ve ever seen at handling it. Plain and 
simple. He’s been a pro every step of the way. It’s not easy, 
especially with a guy through his career has never really had 
a thought of being in this kind of role. I’ve never seen 
anybody handle it better.  

Jordan Martinook 

On it having to feel good to score the game winner: No, I 
hated it. No, that was a nice one, especially with the time in 
the game. I felt like I was all over it all night and had a lot of 
chances. It felt good. Especially because I don’t think my 
wife and my kid have been to a game in a while, it was nice 
to score when they were here.  

On them being a good-luck charm: I don’t know, maybe. He’s 
been asking for a goal for the last month, and I haven’t been 
getting him one. He’s still here and he wants to see me, so 
he’ll be pumped.  

On his line Saturday: Yeah, when you put Svech with anyone 
and [Trocheck] is so calm and can kind of dictate the play 
with patience. And then Svech is just a bull. Whenever you 
get to play with him it’s an easy game. He rags the puck. I 
haven’t played with him much since year one, so that was a 
nice treat to get back with him. 

On maintaining the proper mental focus for these games 
down the stretch run: I thought our first was good. Our 
second we got off it a little bit, and then our third was good 
again. I guess Colorado was kind of the same way. I guess 
we’ve got to figure out that second period a little bit. They 
played hard. It’s not like that team is rolling over by any 
means. They’ve played us hard all year, and tonight was no 
different. It’s no easy games at the end of the year. I guess 
we’re not quite at the end of the year, but in the stretch here 
there’s no easy it games. It doesn’t matter who you are 
playing, it’s going to be a tough one. 

On if he was aware they’ve scored a point in 13 straight 
home games: I wasn’t really aware of it until I’ve heard it five 
times in the past 20 minutes between ESPN and you guys. I 
don’t know. You go out there and you hear it and feel it. The 
crowd helps. I don’t care what anybody says, if they say that 
a crowd doesn’t help you perform. We’re feeling it. The 
emotion that they bring translates into what we bring. I 
attribute a lot to the 19,500 or however many people are in 
that building. It’s a lot on their shoulders, too.  
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Derek Stepan 

On the 800th NHL game compared to the first: The same. 
Nothing has changed, not one bit. That’s my answer, and I’m 
sticking with it. 

On if he had more hair in the first game: A little more. Not 
much more, but a little bit more. 

On if 800 career games or 500 career points is bigger: I don’t 
know. It’s funny how the game works. The stars aligned, and 
it’s a special night and something not many people get the 
opportunity to do. I’ve been fortunate enough to have that. It 
just keeps adding on to the things that I’ve been lucky 
enough to cross off. It’s another one.  

On the game as a whole: We’re in the final stretch. This is 
what it’s going to be the rest of they year. It’s gonna be tight 
games. It doesn’t matter who they are playing or what style 
they want to play, this is how hockey is going to be at this 
time of the year. It ramps up and becomes playoff hockey. 
We saw some of that tonight. Not a whole lot of room. Both 
teams were doing a good job of keeping their guys away 
from net, and that’s the whole game.  

On the challenges of being in and out of the lineup: It’s not 
an easy job, that’s for sure. It’s the first time I’ve ever been in 
that situation, so I’m learning as well. I’m learning what are 
the things that can help me so that when my number is in the 
lineup I’m ready to play. I wish I had a solid answer for you, 
but I don’t really know what the right thing is. It’s a day-by-
day situation, and when your number is ready to go then you 
come in and do the best you can.  

On Kotkaniemi’s game: When he has the puck on his stick 
he’s got a big body, and he’s able to create space for himself 
a lot. Obviously the talent is there. He shoots the puck well. 
He sees the ice well. I think he has the ability to create 
himself 5 feet of space, and that’s a special trait. When he is 
in that 5 feet, he makes plays. Very rarely do I have to come 
back to the bench and say ‘did you see this or that’ because 
he has seen it. His game is really good. I enjoy playing with 
him, too. We communicate well together, me, him and 
[Lorentz]. It’s fun to be a part of the kid line. 

On Lorentz finishing at the net: I joked with him that it’s just 
because of me. He’s one of those players that he’s created 
so many opportunities for himself that as he goes through his 
career here, he’s going to continue to score goals because 
he’s in the right spots and putting himself in a spot to score 
goals. He understands the game, and he’s going to score a 
lot of goals because he has that knack.  

On Lorentz going to pick up the puck out of the net for him 
after the goal and on what that says about his understanding 
of the game at his age: He gets away with being a young 
guy. He ain’t a young guy anymore. He’s 25. He’s the 
middle-aged guy. But he gets it. He really does. But like I 
said, he’s going to have a long career and is going to be able 
to put the puck in the net for a long time.  

Frederik Andersen 

On how he felt in his return from injury: I felt pretty good. Not 
too much else. We played really well. We started the first 
period really well, and I went on from there. Obviously they 
pushed back a little bit, but overall I felt really good.  

On what his injury was: Upper body. I just wanted to make 
sure it wasn’t concussion related. I was feeling some 
symptoms that could indicate that, but we wanted to rule that 
out and make sure that I didn’t go in and get another hit to 
early. It was just a big relief not having it diagnosed like that. 
Having dealt with it before kind of helped me not rushing 
back and making sure I didn’t put myself in danger like that. 
It was just ruling it out and making sure that it was not a 
concussion. 

On if he felt like he picked up where he left off: Yeah, I felt 
pretty good. We worked pretty good in practice this week. It 
was just making sure I was working on things that make me 
successful on the ice.  

On if his injury was due to the collision in the Washington 
game: The one with Wilson? Yeah.  

On if he almost came out of that game: I wasn’t feeling great 
the following days were a little bit off. It was just symptoms 
I’ve had before with a concussion, and we just wanted to rule 
that out and that that wasn’t it and that we treated it 
accordingly.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 13, 2022 

 

 

 

Canes scoot past Flyers to finish homestand undefeated  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes capped off their four-game 
homestand with a 3-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Saturday, March 12. 

The Canes (41-12-5) came into the contest fresh off a 
dramatic 2-0 win against the Colorado Avalanche just two 
days prior, but the Flyers (18-30-10) did not go down quietly. 
Philly kept the game tied up heading into the first and second 
intermissions, so Carolina had to pull away in the third to get 
both points. 

“We're in the final stretches,” said center Derek Stepan. “This 
is where it's gonna be for the rest of the year. It's gonna be 
tight games. It doesn't matter who we’re playing or what style 
they want to play. This is how hockey is gonna be at this time 
of the year.” 

Center Steven Lorentz opened the scoring in the second 
period, receiving an off-the-boards pass from Stepan and 
sneaking the shot past Jones. Lorentz’s goal was his first 
since Jan 15, but that detail took a back seat as Stepan’s 
assist got him to 500 career points in his 800th NHL game. 

“The stars aligned,” Stepan said. “It’s a special night and 
something that not many people get the opportunity to do. 
I've been fortunate enough to have that. It just keeps adding 
on to things that I've been lucky to come across.” 

Left wing Jordan Martinook broke the deadlock late in the 
third, redirecting a shot by center Vincent Trocheck to beat 
Flyers netminder Martin Jones. Jones kept the Canes from 

running away with the game in the first period, battling with 
goaltender Frederik Andersen for most of the afternoon until 
Martinook broke the seal on Jones’ net. 

“That was a nice one, especially at that time of the game,” 
Martinook said. “I felt like I was all over it all night, I had a lot 
of chances. It felt good. I don't think my wife or my kid has 
been to a game in a while. That's nice to score when he’s 
here.” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour changed up his formula a bit 
for the game. The classic “SAT” first line of right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov, center Sebastian Aho and left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen was broken up as center Martin Nečas, typically 
a second-liner, swapped spots with Svechnikov. 

The change seemed to work out well for Carolina. Nečas’ 
fast pace flowed better with Aho and Teräväinen. Svechnikov 
meshed well as the centerpiece of the second line, firing 
Howitzers at the net along with Trocheck and Martinook 
bruising Flyers skaters with his trademark reverse hits. 

“It was to see if we can get a little more balance throughout 
the lineup,” Brind’Amour said. “That's all. We know that I can 
put [the SAT line] together, they haven't really scored a lot of 
goals. … I think I'd like to look at things differently now and 
get a feel for what might work or some adjustments we might 
have to make moving forward.” 

The Hurricanes won’t have to wait long to test out that 
formula again. The Canes will hit the road again to take on 
the Penguins in Pittsburgh on Sunday, March 13. Puck drops 
at 1 p.m.
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Wolves own points in 9 straight 

Stefan Noesen scores in regulation and shootout, but 
Milwaukee gets extra point  

Stefan Noesen scored in the first period and the shootout, 
but it wasn’t enough as the Milwaukee Admirals claimed a 2-
1 shootout victory over the Chicago Wolves Saturday night at 
Panther Arena. 

Noesen’s first-period goal for the Wolves (34-10-4-5) was his 
31st of the season, which ties him with Ontario’s Martin Frk 
for tops in the American Hockey League. 

After Milwaukee’s Cole Schneider scored in the first round of 
the shootout, Noesen was forced to score in the third round 
in order to keep the Wolves. Noesen placed his shot 
between the skates of Milwaukee goaltender Connor Ingram. 

In the fifth round, Milwaukee’s Graham Knott scored to give 
the Admirals (30-21-4-3) the extra point. 

Noesen scored the game’s opening goal at 18:33 of the first. 
Working at the right point, Andrew Poturalski sent the puck 
into the left corner. It headed to the left half-wall and Noesen 
beat an Admirals defender to the puck and sent it to the 
corner. Jamieson Rees fought off a check, spied Noesen 
cutting toward the net and fed him a backhand pass for a 
quick chip. 

Milwaukee pulled even on former Wolves center Tommy 
Novak’s goal at 6:44 of the second. Wolves goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov rejected the Admirals’ first two tries on the odd-
man rush, but Novak tapped home the third attempt. 

In overtime, Poturalski’s wraparound move appeared to 
solve Ingram at the 3:30 mark. The Wolves poured on the ice 
to celebrate, but the referees declared no goal originally and 
the subsequent video review did not change the call. 

The Wolves played two forwards short for the final 45 
minutes after losing two forwards to injury in the first period. 
Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov (4-0-1) rejected 27 of 28 
shots in regulation and overtime while Ingram (24-13-5) 
posted 32 saves through overtime and stopped four of five in 
the shootout. 

Chicago heads home to host the Grand Rapids Griffins at 3 
p.m. Sunday for Papa Johns Family Sunday. The Wolves will 
wear their exclusive St. Patrick’s Day jerseys, presented by 
Jewel-Osco to benefit Easterseals and autism awareness, 
for the final time. To get the best tickets, email a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Philadelphia Flyers in Metro Division 
matchup 

 

Chip Alexander 

12/03/2022 

 

This is the way it’s going to be the rest of the season, Carolina 
Hurricanes forward Derek Stepan said Saturday. 

The games will be tight, the scores close, open ice hard to find, 
regardless of the opponent. And Stepan should know, having played his 
800th career game Saturday as the Canes faced the Philadelphia Flyers 
before a sellout crowd at PNC Arena. 

Stepan also collected his 500th career point in the Canes’ 3-1 victory, 
assisting on a Steven Lorentz goal in the second period. Jordan 
Martinook had the go-ahead goal with 3:50 left in regulation and 
Sebastian Aho then added an empty-netter in the final minute as the 
Canes extended their home-ice point streak to 13 games (12-0-1) with 
the Metro Division win. 

“It doesn’t matter who we’re playing or what style they want to play, this 
is the way hockey is going to be this time of the year,” Stepan said. “It 
ramps up and it becomes playoff hockey. You saw that today.” 

Martinook’s goal, his third of the season, came on the redirection of a 
Vincent Trocheck shot. Trocheck, positioned near the blue line, winged a 
shot that Martinook tipped past goalie Martin Jones. 

Making it special for Martinook was that his young son, Chase, was at 
the game, noting, “He’s been asking for a goal the last month and I 
haven’t been getting him one. I know he’ll be pumped.” 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen was back in net for the Canes (41-12-5) 
after sitting out a few games with an “upper-body” injury that he said 
Saturday was a precaution. Andersen was involved in a big collision 
during the March 3 game against Washington, saying he felt “a little bit 
off” after it and wanted to be certain he was not suffering from any 
concussion-related symptoms. 

“We wanted to rule that out and make sure I didn’t go in and get another 
hit too early,” Andersen said. “Just making sure I didn’t put myself in 
danger in any way, and just ruling it out that it wasn’t a concussion.” 

While he may have allowed a few more rebounds than he liked -- the 
Flyers’ Derick Brassard scored off a rebound into the slot in the second 
period -- Andersen, who had 28 saves in his 30th win of the season, was 
pleased with his play. 

“Overall I felt pretty good,” he said. 

Stepan downplayed his two personal milestones, saying simply, “The 
stars aligned.” But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had more to say about 

the veteran forward, who had sat out nine of the past 11 games as a 
healthy scratch but had not let it affect his attitude or work habits. 

“In my 30 years in the league, he’s the best I’ve ever seen at handling it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Plain and simple. Every step of the way he’s been a 
pro.” 

Stepan was used on the wing Saturday as Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 21, 
centered what Stepan called the “Kids Line.” After a scoreless first 
period, Stepan circled the net with the puck in the second and found 
Lorentz open near the far post for the shot and score -- for Lorentz, his 
seventh goal of the season. 

Lorentz quickly collected the puck to give to Stepan as a keepsake. Was 
that a younger player looking out for the old pro, Stepan was asked. 

“He gets away with being a ‘young guy’ but he ain’t a young guy 
anymore,” Stepan said, smiling. “He is 25. He’s the middle-aged guy. But 
he gets it, he really does.” 

The Flyers were 7-14-5 on the road this season and much of the 
speculation in Philadelphia centers on which players might be leaving at 
the March 21 trade deadline. But the Flyers (18-30-10) made the Canes 
work for this victory, especially in the second period when they had 14 
shots. 

Brind’Amour tweaked his lines a bit, using Martin Necas on the Aho line 
and moving Andrei Svechnikov to the Trocheck line opposite Martinook. 
It worked for Martinook. 

“It wasn’t a pretty game, that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour said. ‘I thought our 
first period was really good, that we had a lot of good opportunities and 
then they did a good job in their end of keeping us outside. We didn’t get 
a lot of Grade-A’s in the second. For the most part it was tough sledding.” 

This story was originally  

Published March 12, 2022 6:18 PM. 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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Civian: Maybe the Canes just like Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

 

Sara Civian 

13/03/2022 
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Occam’s razor is the principle that in explaining a thing no more 
assumptions should be made than are necessary. The phrase has 
evolved to mean, essentially, the simplest explanation is often the most 
accurate explanation. 

Have we ever considered that the Hurricanes might just like Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi? And sometimes when two grown-ups love each other very 
much — er — when a hockey team and a young player love each other 
very much, they negotiate a long-term contract extension. To be fair, the 
Kotkaniemi discourse was fated to be an eternal mess from Aug. 28, 
when the Canes first tendered him a one-year, $6.1. million offer sheet. 

And the Canes deserve that after the way they went about the offer sheet 
— going after a Canadiens player after the Canadiens went after 
Sebastian Aho had to be retaliation to some degree, the details like Aho’s 
number 20 in the signing bonus, the tweets. I’d also venture the Canes 
denying retaliation as a motive made the discourse worse. Maybe they 
should’ve said, “Yeah, it worked out nicely that the team who insulted us 
with a cheap offer sheet for our star also happened to have an RFA we 
love. We would’ve done the offer sheet regardless, but this made it taste 
a little sweeter.” 

I don’t know, clearly if you look at my Twitter for 45 seconds you’ll realize 
I’m not exactly a PR professional. 

Anyway, the polarized Kotkaniemi takes were right on schedule when 
reports surfaced Friday that Kotkaniemi and the Hurricanes have an 
eight-year, $5 million AAV contract in place. 

You’ve got TSN’s legal analyst tweeting this: “Lehkonen has better 
numbers than Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Hopefully he also doesn’t demand an 
eight-year deal.” 

Artturi Lehkonen is a 26-year-old winger, Kotkaniemi is a 21-year-old 
center. Kotkaniemi has less time on ice on a stacked team right now. 
Plus, multiple sources have confirmed it’s the Canes that pushed for the 
full eight years, and Kotkaniemi’s camp had been counteroffering in the 
six- or seven-year range. The implication that Kotkaniemi is strutting into 
general manager Don Waddell’s office like Vince McMahon demanding 
an eight-year contract is hilarious to me. 

That whole comparison is puzzling, as are the people shocked that this 
was happening. Although retaliation was likely more of a motive than the 
Canes acknowledge, it wasn’t the only or the primary factor in offer 
sheeting Kotkaniemi. The end goal was always a long-term deal for less 
money than the $6.1 million one-year gamble. Seven or eight years (it’s 
looking like eight) at around or just under $5 million accomplishes that 
goal. 

And what was that goal again? Oh, yeah, the Hurricanes keeping a 
player they like through his prime. Because, again, they like the player 
and want him on their team during his prime. 

As bad as the takes are when it comes to the folks acting like a young 
center has never signed a long-term contract before, every action has an 
equal and opposite reaction, so of course, the other end of the spectrum 
has been loud as well. It’s like either Kotkaniemi can do no wrong or he 
can do no right, but he’s not allowed to be a middle-six center with 
potential. When these things happen, it’s helpful to look at the 
comparables. Our Pierre LeBrun reports that if the eight-year term sticks, 
Kotkaniemi is looking at an AAV just under $5 million, which is obviously 
better than the initial slightly over-$5 million projection. 

Kotkaniemi’s got 11 goals and 23 points in 54 games this season, but we 
must keep in mind he’s been sheltered on the bottom six because the 
Canes have a wealth of center depth (what a time to be alive). 

Brock Nelson’s got 23 goals and 34 points in 46 games at $6 million — 
that’s a better deal than Kotkaniemi right now, but he’s in his prime while 
the Canes hope Kotkaniemi will only improve. Joel Eriksson Ek’s got 18 
goals and 31 points in 52 games for the Wild and he’s making $5.25 
million at 25 years old — this seems like a fair ballpark. The Bruins have 
Charlie Coyle at a $5.25 million AAV as well, and he’s got 13 goals and 
30 points in 58 games at 30 years old. 

Record scratch, freeze frame: The Avalanche have 31-year-old Nazem 
Kadri on the last year of his $4.5 million contract. He’s gone beast mode 
this season with 22 goals and 72 points in 56 games, and as much as a 
career outlier as this is for him, it’s worth mentioning. 

To me, a Kotkaniemi contract at eight years, $5.2 million max or under 
seems like it has potential to be right in the sweet spot or a slight 
overpay. You gotta consider the cap will probably rise after unexpected 
stagnant years, Kotkaniemi is still just 21 years old, and he will get more 
minutes to make an impact when one of Vincent Trocheck, Nino 
Niederreiter or — gasp — Martin Necas is potentially gone in the 
offseason. Then, there’s Jordan Staal’s $6 million contract unloading in 
2023-24. From what I’ve seen out of Kotkaniemi this year, I was sort of 
surprised to find he’s played more like Staal than as he was sort of 
advertised as a Necas. He’s got a big body he routinely uses around the 
net, he’s got solid play-making awareness. 

If Kotkaniemi is set to replace Staal in the middle six, the Canes are 
saving money in the long run. Maybe we’re all missing that larger point 
and we can stop hand-wringing about points. 

In our modern world full of 24-hour news cycles and immediate opinions 
on everything, of course it’s fair to have an initial opinion on this potential 
deal, which sources confirm is certainly in the works and going to happen 
eventually. 

For Kotkaniemi to be worth his new deal he has to deliver about one win 
per season. He hasn't proven he can really do that yet and his sparse 
usage is somewhat concerning. But there are some signs he can deliver 
more value in a bigger role. Given his age, it's a worthy gamble. 
pic.twitter.com/NFI6G9G0Sh 

— dom at the athletic (@domluszczyszyn) March 12, 2022 

Here’s mine: It looks about right if it’s just under $5 million, eight years 
will make me anxious about anyone, but the Canes like the player. It’s a 
risk, but the overpay wouldn’t be too wild if he at least even slightly grows 
as a player. 
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Minor league report: Sam Poulin's hat trick leads Penguins past Rocket 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 12:16 a.m. 

 

A hat trick by forward Sam Poulin led the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins to a 6-2 home win against the Laval Rocket at Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Saturday. 

Forward Felix Robert had a goal and an assist for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(24-23-4-4) which snapped a four-game losing streak while forward 
Anthony Angello and defenseman Juuso Riikola each contributed two 
assists. Goaltender Louis Domingue made 37 saves on 39 shots in the 
victory. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a home contest against the Hartford 
Wolfpack on Sunday, 3:05 p.m. 

Goaltender Alex D’Orio made 27 saves on 34 shots for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 9-1 home loss to the Reading Royals at WesBanco Arena in 
Wheeling, W.Va. 

Forward Sean Josling scored the lone goal for Wheeling (30-23-1-0). 

Highlights: 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 13, 2022 

 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Royals on Sunday, 
4:10 p.m. 
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How will the Penguins replace injured forward Brock McGinn? 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 6:59 p.m. 

 

It remains to be seen who the Penguins will use to replace energetic 
bottom-six winger Brock McGinn, lost for several weeks because of a 
suspected right hand or arm injury. 

One thing is certain. 

It won’t be rookie forward Valtteri Puustinen — at least not in Sunday’s 
home game against the Carolina Hurricanes, one would presume. 

After all, the Penguins assigned the rookie to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of 
the American Hockey League on Saturday evening. 

But beyond the immediate concerns of Sunday’s contest, the Penguins 
probably will need something of a committee to replace McGinn. 

The 6-foot, 187-pound forechecking forward is not the Penguins’ most 
important player, far from it. But he is a unique player. 

Faster than a hiccup, McGinn can hassle opposing defensemen into 
turnovers on their own end boards while also generating the occasional 
breakaway. 

At the same time, he doesn’t play a game worthy of display in the Louvre. 
In fact, it might be fair to state his game is bowling shoe ugly, in a 
complimentary fashion. He goes to the net, grinds it out on the boards, 
blocks shots and makes more contact than a telephone operator. 

Furthermore, he is one of the team’s top penalty killers. His average of 1 
minute, 59 seconds of short-handed ice time is second most among the 
team’s forwards. 

“It’s (stinks) anytime one of your teammates goes down like that, 
especially a guy like (McGinn),” said forward Zach Aston-Reese, one of 
McGinn’s regular linemates. “This last little stretch, he’s been generating 
a lot of offense. On the flip side of that, he’s been playing great defense, 
and he’s had some big blocks. Blocking a shot hurts. He’s been playing 
through bumps and bruises from blocking shots. He’s going to be 
missed, especially on the (penalty kill). But, at the same time, there’s 
guys that can step up.” 

Struggling forward Kasperi Kapanen and rookie forward Radim Zohorna 
appear to be leading candidates to take that step, at least in terms of 
five-on-five play. 

After being a healthy scratch for Friday’s 5-2 home win against the Vegas 
Golden Knights, Kapanen appears to have a clear opportunity to reclaim 
a spot in the lineup because of McGinn’s misfortune. During Saturday’s 
practice in Cranberry, Kapanen skated on the left wing of the third line 
with Jeff Carter at center and Puustinen on the right wing. 

Zohorna has been summoned to the NHL roster for a fourth time this 
season. In the eight games he has played, he has scored two points (one 
goal, one assist). 

A native of Czechia who is in his second North American season, 
Zohorna has taken ample strides in his brief time with the Penguins. 

“We think (Zohorna) has a pretty complete game,” coach Mike Sullivan 
said last month. “His pace has improved in his time with his, both in 

Pittsburgh and (with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton). For a guy that brings the 
size that he brings, he has great playmaking abilities. He has good hands 
with the puck. He has good offensive instincts. 

“The biggest thing for me is just watching the pace of his game evolve. 
That, for me, is what is going to allow him to be a consistent NHL player. 
He’s done a real good job for us. He’s conscientious away from the puck, 
he’s shown an ability to play well defensively. Then he can play the 
center position, he can play the wing position. So he’s a versatile player 
on top of it. 

“As far as what we think this upside is in the NHL, with his offensive 
instincts, he could potentially be a top-nine forward for us consistently.” 

Trusted veteran forward Dominik Simon is always available as well, 
though he skated as an extra forward during Saturday’s practice. 

The penalty kill recently went through some struggles because of the 
absence of center Teddy Blueger who missed 16 games with a broken 
jaw. During that stretch, the Penguins allowed nine goals on 37 short-
handed situations, equating to a kill rate of only 75.6%. 

After McGinn left Friday’s game in the second period of Friday’s game, 
the Penguins’ penalty killers managed to turn away two power-play 
opportunities by the Golden Knights in the third period while protecting a 
one-goal lead. With four minutes of power-play time, the Golden Knights 
could muster only one shot. 

“If you look at our (penalty killing) stats, they haven’t been too good the 
last 10-game stretch,” Aston-Reese said. “We’ve given up a lot of goals 
on the (penalty kill). (Friday) was kind of a pride thing. We did a really 
good job of denying entries. That made it really tough for them to set up. 
We had one failed clear. That’s another huge stat. Anytime you fail to 
clear the puck, it’s kind of a scramble mode. Guys are out of position and 
that’s usually when (opponents) will score on the power play.” 

Veteran Brian Boyle likely will pick up a few more shifts on the penalty 
kill, and he figures to also take over for McGinn on the fourth line, as was 
the case Friday. 

McGinn began the contest on the third line after being elevated from his 
typical role on the fourth line. Boyle, typically a center, has been 
deployed at times as a winger this season. 

Aston-Reese offered a positive audit of what Boyle offers from the flanks. 

“It’s nice because if Teddy gets kicked out of the draw, you have another 
centerman that’s able to step up and get in there,” Aston-Reese said. 
“(Boyle is) always talking, which is nice. Coming back, after a shift, if 
something went right or if something went wrong, we’re talking about it. 
It’s nice on the forecheck too. When he gets in the corner … he’s a giant 
so it’s hard to knock him off the puck. That’s an advantage for us. If he 
can hold onto pucks, Teddy and I can come support and maybe (force) a 
guy off. It’s nice having (Boyle) out there.” 

A lot of guys are going to likely be put out on the ice to replace the 
various things McGinn does over the next handful of weeks. 

“(McGinn), he’s a tough guy to replace,” Sullivan said. “He just does so 
many of the little things so well. He makes us hard to play against. He 
brings physicality to our lineup. He blocks shots. He’s a good penalty 
killer. He’s just a good hockey player. He plays on both sides of the puck, 
he helps us generate offense. He’s a real stingy player. … He’s a key 
guy for us. But we’ve been through this all year long. It’s going to provide 
opportunities for others. … We’ll see where it goes, but guys are going to 
be given opportunities and we need to take advantage of that.” 
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Penguins defensemen Mike Matheson and Kris Letang find chemistry 
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Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 6:12 p.m. 

 

Defenseman Mike Matheson didn’t just return to the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
lineup Friday after a five-game respite for an undisclosed injury. 

He also got a promotion. 

For most of Friday’s 5-2 home win against the Vegas Golden Knights, 
Matheson was teamed with Kris Letang on the Penguins’ top pairing. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the duo logged 17 minutes, 10 seconds 
of five-on-five ice time together, and they were slightly in the red with 
regards to shot attempts for/against (22-23). 

Matheson, who typically operates on the third pairing, scored the opening 
goal of the contest after Letang’s stretch pass through the neutral zone 
created the sequence leading to the score. 

For the best part of half a decade, Letang’s typical partner has been the 
defensively reliable Brian Dumoulin. An illness not related to covid-19 
sidelined Dumoulin on Friday and prompted the union of Letang and 
Matheson. 

If Saturday’s practice in Cranberry is any indicator, Letang and Matheson 
might be deployed together for Sunday’s home contest against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

As Dumoulin was mixed into intermittently with the second pairing of 
John Marino and Marcus Pettersson, Letang and Matheson remained 
intact Saturday. 

Nothing is written in stone, but Letang gave a glowing assessment of the 
pairing with Matheson. 

“Obviously, whoever I’m playing with, I’m in good hands, whether it’s 
(Dumoulin) or (Matheson),” Letang said. “(Matheson), he’s a special 
player. He’s probably one of the most skilled players that we have on our 
team with his skating ability, his shot, just his vision, everything. He’s the 
total package. It was fun to play with him, he was on his toes. He was 
coming back from an injury so you could see he was really excited to get 
going. It was fun. We complement each other really well. We know what 
we’re doing defensively and with retrieving pucks and supporting each 
other.” 

Unlike Dumoulin, Matheson isn’t renowned for his defensive attributes. 
Letang suggested little adjustment is required in playing with a 
considerably different partner. 

“I know (Matheson is) going to be in the rush,” Letang said. “Maybe 
sometimes, I’ll stay back. That’s probably the only thing that’s going to 
change. He’s such a great skater that he can join the rush at any 
moment. Maybe sometimes you have to read that he’s going to be 
ahead. With (Dumoulin), I’m mostly in the rush. But nothing changes. I 
play the same way. Whether its (Dumoulin) or (Matheson), it’s the same 
system. We always try to play as a unit of five out there, not only the two 
(defensemen) together.” 

As for Dumoulin, coach Mike Sullivan indicated Dumoulin still was feeling 
the aftereffects of his illness but suggested he will be “fine” for Sunday’s 
game. 

O’Connor signs extension 

The Pittsburgh Penguins signed rookie forward Drew O’Connor to a one-
year contract extension worth $750,000. 

Currently assigned to Wilkes/Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey 
League, the 23-year-old O’Connor was scheduled to become a restricted 
free agent this upcoming offseason. 

Capable of playing either center or wing, O’Connor is in the midst of his 
second professional season. Appearing in 22 NHL games this season, 
O’Connor has five points (three goals, two assists) while averaging 10 
minutes, 17 seconds of ice time. Throughout January and February, 
O’Connor was sidelined for 15 games because of a reported collapsed 
lung. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this season, O’Connor has played in 13 
games and scored 14 points (seven goals, seven assists). 

An undrafted free agent signing out of Dartmouth in March of 2020, 
O’Connor is in the final year of an entry-level contract that carries a 
salary cap hit of $925,000. 
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Penguins sign forward Drew O'Connor to contract extension 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 5:38 p.m. 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins signed rookie forward Drew O’Connor to a one-
year contract extension worth $750,000. 

Currently assigned to Wilkes/Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey 
League, the 23-year-old O’Connor was scheduled to become a restricted 
free agent this upcoming offseason. 

Capable of playing either center or wing, O’Connor is in the midst of his 
second professional season. Appearing in 22 NHL games this season, 
O’Connor has five points (three goals, two assists) while averaging 10 
minutes, 17 seconds of ice time. Throughout January and February, 
O’Connor was sidelined for 15 games because of a reported collapsed 
lung. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this season, O’Connor has played in 13 
games and scored 14 points (seven goals, seven assists). 

An undrafted free agent signing out of Dartmouth in March of 2020, 
O’Connor is in the final year of an entry-level contract that carries a 
salary cap hit of $925,000. 
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Penguins recall forward Radim Zohorna from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, March 12, 2022 5:19 p.m. 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins recalled forward Radim Zohorna from Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League. 

This marks the fourth occasion this season Zohorna has been 
summoned to the NHL roster. In eight NHL games this season, Zohorna 
has two points (one goal, one assists) while averaging 11 minutes, 57 
seconds of ice time. 

With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Zohorna has appeared in 31 games and 
has scored 15 points (seven goals, eight assists). 
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At 6-foot-6 and 220 pounds, the 25-year-old Zohorna is one of the 
biggest players in the organization. 

In a corresponding transaction, rookie forward Valtteri Puustinen was 
assigned to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton one day after making his NHL debut. 

During Friday’s 5-2 home win against the Vegas Golden Knights, 
Puustinen recorded an assist, one shot and 10:14 of ice time on 10 
shifts. He initially was recalled to the NHL roster Thursday. 

A native of Finland, the 21-year-old Puustinen is in the midst of his first 
season in North America. With Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this season, he is 
that team’s leading scorer with 34 points (17 goals, 17 assists) in 51 
games. 
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Penguins sign Drew O'Connor to one-year contract extension 

The second-year pro tallied two goals and three assists in 22 NHL games 
this season 

 

Mike DeFabo 

3/12/2022 

 

Penguins forward Drew O’Connor has signed a one-year contract 
extension, the team announced on Saturday. 

The deal keeps a promising young prospect in Pittsburgh through the 
2022-23 season on a low-cost deal that carries just a $750,000 average 
annual value. 

O’Connor, 22, initially signed with the Penguins as a college free agent 
ahead of the 2020-21 season. The organization was intrigued by his 
unique mix of 6-3 size, speed and skill that made him one of college 
hockey’s top-five goal scorers in the previous season. 

He appeared in 10 NHL games last season, looking much like a first-year 
pro trying to find his footing. In the offseason, O’Connor took set the 
stage for a solid second season. He cut all gluten and dairy out of his diet 
and arrived in training camp in noticeably great shape. 

Coach Mike Sullivan frequently noted the leap O’Connor took and 
especially how he had grown into a more-confident version of himself in 
the NHL. 

“He had a real strong training camp and he's continued to progress 
throughout the course of this early part of the season,” Sullivan said. 
“He's improved in so many aspects of his whole overall game. It starts 
with his mindset and his confidence level coming into this year. I think it’s 
at a different level than it was a year ago.” 

In total this season, O’Connor has tallied three goals and two assists in 
22 NHL games while being cast mostly in defensive-oriented roles. 
Recently, Penguins director of player development Scott Young said he 
believes O’Connor can become a consistent, every-night NHL player in 
the top-nine thanks to his versatility as a winger and center and his work 
ethic. 

“He plays with such good speed and he's in tremendous shape,” Young 
said. “His work ethic is excellent. He hunts pucks and that's so important 
in today's game. Every team wants to play in-your-face hockey. And he 
hunts pucks so well, and pressures defensemen so well. I think the next 
step for him is the offensive side of things.” 

O’Connor sustained an upper-body injury during the mid-January road 
trip through the West Coast. He’s currently playing in Wilkes-

Barre/Scranton but likely will factor into the NHL roster again at some 
point down the line. 
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Pens practice offers peek into how Brock McGinn's void will be filled 

 

Mike DeFabo 

3/12/2022 

 

Kasperi Kapanen’s stint as a healthy scratch could be over after just one 
game. 

During Penguins practice on Saturday, the speedy winger jumped back 
into the lineup on the third line. He skated on Jeff Carter’s left wing as a 
replacement for Brock McGinn, who is out week-to-week with an upper-
body injury. Kapanen was also part of the second power play unit, 
another sign he could be back in the lineup Sunday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“By no means, because we made this decision [to scratch him], does it 
change how we feel about Kappy,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said 
following Friday’s win against the Vegas Golden Knights. “Our hope is 
that maybe a different perspective might be beneficial for him and give 
him an opportunity to hit the reset button.” 

The other three lines remained the same as they were Friday. Sidney 
Crosby skated between Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust on the top line. 
Evgeni Makin centered a second line that featured Danton Heinen and 
Evan Rodrigues. Teddy Blueger’s line featured Brian Boyle at left wing 
and Zach Aston-Reese on the right. 

With Kapanen bumped down the lineup, finding reliable wingers to skate 
alongside Malkin has been a challenge. During Friday’s game Rodrigues 
cashed in on an empty net goal, his second goal in the past 26 games. 
That line as a whole was effective, generating 55% of the expected 
goals, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“I thought E Rod had one of his better games as of late,” Sullivan said. 
“He was on the puck more. I thought Geno's line was pretty good. … I 
thought [Rodrigues] was a big part of that line tonight, and I thought the 
line was better as a whole.” 

Puustinen re-assigned, Zohorna promoted 

The Penguins made a bit of a surprising roster move on Saturday 
afternoon. Valterri Puustinen, who played solidly in his NHL debut on 
Friday night, was reassigned to the club’s AHL affiliate in Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton. Meanwhile, forward Radim Zohorna was promoted to the 
NHL roster.  

Puustinen skated on Carter’s right wing at practice. Unless the Penguins 
shake up another line on Sunday, Dominik Simon or Zohorna could skate 
on Carter’s left wing to bump the right-shot Kapanen over to his natural 
right side.  

Odd-man out on defense? 

Brian Dumoulin rejoined practice Saturday, one day after skipping 
Friday’s game with a non-COVID illness. 

Assuming he’s feeling healthy enough to play Sunday, the Penguins will 
have at least seven defensemen to fill six spots. That competition has 
been complicated by the strong play of Mark Friedman. 

During Matheson’s injury absence, Friedman has made the most of his 
opportunity. He’s sparked a number of on-ice scrums and used his 
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mobility to defend. On Friday, he saved one goal by sweeping the puck 
out of the blue paint and then scored the game-winner later in the game. 

Saturday’s practice offered one glimpse into a possible lineup 
configuration. While the defense rotated a bit, the most common 
combination suggests Marcus Pettersson could be the odd-man out. 
However, it won’t be officially clear who is the healthy scratch until close 
to game time on Sunday. 

Friedman skated alongside Chad Ruhwedel on the third period. The 
other two combinations weren’t the typical ones. Mike Matheson skated 
alongside Kris Letang on the top pair. Dumoulin was paired with righty 
John Marino. 

The Matheson-Letang combination is an interesting one. Typically, the 
Penguins put one stay-at-home defenseman alongside a puck mover. In 
this instance, two of the most offensively inclined defensemen, who 
sometimes take risks to capitalize on their potential, are on the ice 
together. 

“He's a special player,” Letang said of Matheson. “He's probably one of 
the most-skilled players we've got on our team with his skating ability, 
shot, vision. Everything. I think he's the total package. It was fun to play 
with him. … I think we compliment each other really well.” 

Rematch with Carolina 

The Penguins are set for another measuring stick game Sunday when 
they welcome the Hurricanes to PPG Paints Arena. 

As of Saturday afternoon, the Hurricanes sit atop the Metropolitan 
Division with 85 points in 57 games. The Penguins have dropped both 
games against the Canes, losing once in regulation and once in 
overtime. 

"I think a lot of guys are pissed off about the results we've had against 
them." Aston-Reese said. "… At this point, it's kind of beyond X's and 
O's. It just comes down to compete and will." 

Praise for Sullivan 

For the third consecutive season, Penguins coach Mike Sullivan is 
generating Jack Adams Award buzz. His general manager is the latest 
person to put the spotlight on the coach. 

“I think Sully's done as good a job as any coach in the league this year 
and certainly should be in the conversation for coach of the year,” Hextall 
said. “Without a doubt,”  

The Penguins began the year without their two star centers, Crosby and 
Malkin, and at one point sat in last place in the Metro Division standings. 
However, since Sullivan rejoined the Penguins for good on Nov. 20 
following a bout with COVID, the club has gone 29-9-5 to climb solidly 
into a playoff spot. 

The Penguins have racked up 63 points during that span, the most in the 
Eastern Conference and second-most in the entire NHL behind only Cup 
favorite Colorado (70). 

“I think everybody looks and you see Crosby and Malkin you're like well... 
But when you look at the adversity that we've been through, and the 
man-games lost and the man-games lost with some of our top players, 
he's done a phenomenal job. 

“Everybody knows coaching, it's technical and it's who you put on the ice. 
But I think the thing that Sully does really good is the player 
management, in terms of having conversation with players and putting 
players in situations to be successful.” 
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Penguins Trade Chatter: 2 Scouts in Montreal, Canucks Want Marino 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 4 hours ago on March 13, 2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins trade chatter took a sharp left turn on Saturday 
night. Rumor became report. Scouts popped up in a hotbed of NHL trade 
scuttle, and a source from a rival team expressed some expectation of 
the Penguins movement. 

It’s going to be an exciting week. We’re now eight days from the gong 
show of the NHL trade deadline, and no one has yet made the first move 
to set the market or unclog the drain. Things are backing up, but more 
teams are falling out of playoff contention. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins had a pair of scouts on hand to watch the 
Montreal Canadiens host the Seattle Kraken, including director of pro 
scouting Ryan Bowness. 

A source from an Eastern Conference team told PHN to keep an eye on 
Montreal Canadiens defenseman Ben Chiarot. The 34-year-old d-man is 
a UFA this July, and the rebuilding Montreal Canadiens will most likely 
move him by the deadline. Interestingly, the source said Penguins 
President of Hockey Operations Brian Burke thought highly of the player. 

Chiarot is 6-foot-3, 226 pounds, plays with jam, and a bit of offense. This 
season, he has 16 points, including seven goals. For context, Mike 
Matheson leads Penguins defensemen with eight goals. 

Chiarot is naturally a LHD, but he played the right side on Saturday night 
against the Seattle Kraken. His cap hit is $3.5 million. 

The rumored price tag for Chiarot: a first-round pick. 

Instead, the rumors in the Montreal press box focused on gritty winger 
Artturi Lehkonen, not Chiarot. Lehkonen would fit Ron Hextall’s stated 
desire to add a winger who can score. He would also add a bit of 
sandpaper in the middle of the Penguins lineup. 

The Washington Capitals were rumored (or should we say rumoured) to 
be sniffing around Lehkonen, as well. 

I’m spitballing here, but what about Jordan Eberle of Seattle? Montreal 
hosted the Kraken on Saturday, after all. Eberle has two years remaining 
at $5.5 million AAV. We know he can score goals at PPG Paints Arena, 
and he’s a RW with finish. Eberle has 34 points (15-19-34) with Seattle 
this season but is a whopping minus-28. 

Sounds like a perfect fit with Evgeni Malkin, eh? 

Just spitballing, so don’t get too excited. We don’t like the rumored 
asking price on Chiarot, not even a little bit. So, if we’re wrong on 
Lehkonen, why not Eberle? I’m told our colleague Josh Yohe at the 
Athletic has mentioned third-liner Calle Jarnkrok, too. 

Pittsburgh Penguins – Vancouver Canucks, NHL Trade Rumors 

Hold onto your hats. 

During his second intermission segment on Hockey Night in Canada, 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported that the Vancouver Canucks are 
interested in John Marino. However, Friedman echoed PHN’s skepticism 
(Read: Penguins – Canucks Trade Rumors, What Makes Sense, What 
Doesn’t). 

Of course, Vancouver Canucks President of Hockey Operations is former 
Penguins, GM Jim Rutherford. Vancouver GM Patrik Allvin is the 
Penguins’ former AGM, under Rutherford and Hextall. 

Vancouver is looking for young defensemen. 

“I don’t know if this is going to happen. First of all, the Penguins consider 
Marino a very good player,” Friedman said on the broadcast. “Secondly, 
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it sounds like it has been difficult to get a match, so he’s a target, but I’m 
not convinced that’s going to occur.” 

Vancouver AGM Derek Clancey was in Pittsburgh for the Penguins-
Florida tilt last week. Marino was one of Rutherford’s most significant 
wins on the NHL trade market. As Marino completed his collegiate career 
at Harvard, the sixth-round pick refused an entry-level contract from the 
drafting team, the Edmonton Oilers. Rather than lose him without 
compensation, the Penguins acquired Marino for a sixth-round pick in the 
summer of 2019. 

Marino signed with the Penguins and finished eighth in Calder Trophy 
voting in 2019-20. A year later, Rutherford dished a six-year, $26.4 
million contract, which kicked in this season. 

Marino has 18 points (1-17-18) in 59 games this season but is a minus-7. 
His contract runs through 2026-27. 

As Pittsburgh Hockey Now noted several days ago, a trade may have 
more legs in the offseason because the Penguins do not have a top-four 
replacement on the right side. 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

Since a few of you (Ok, many of you) still keep tabs on the first 
cornerstone of the Pittsburgh Penguins 21st century Stanley Cup 
dynasty, Friedman has been tracking the interest and potential of a Marc-
Andre Fleury trade out of Chicago. 

Friedman said he believes Fleury will accept a trade if he can win a 
Stanley Cup. Colorado and Toronto were mentioned as possibles. 
Selfishly, I’m rooting for Washington. That would be an AMAZING story 
to cover if it happens. 

If Washington has a chance to get out of Round One, it will be because 
their goalie stole a series. Right now, Washington would play Carolina in 
Round One as the second wild-card, but Carolina and Tampa Bay are 
within two points for the top spot in the Eastern Conference. 
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Penguins Moves: Demote Puustinen, Recall Zohorna, Sign O’Connor 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 11 hours ago on March 12, 2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins took care of a few housekeeping items on 
Saturday afternoon, including a surprise demotion. 

One day after making his NHL debut, the Penguins re-assigned winger 
Valtteri Puustinen to the WBS Penguins. Puustinen, 22, had one assist in 
his debut as the Pittsburgh Penguins beat the Vegas Golden Knights, 5-2 
on Friday at PPG Paints Arena. 

Puustinen skated on the third line at practice on Saturday while winger 
Kasperi Kapanen was on the left wing. 

However, Saturday afternoon, the Penguins recalled Radim Zohorna, a 
natural LW. Kapanen will likely flip to RW on Sunday at the Penguins 
host the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Zohorna has two points, including one goal in eight NHL games this 
season. He’s also a plus-5. This season, the 6-foot-6, 220-pound forward 
skated in 31 games for WBS, with seven goals, eight assists, and 15 
points. 

Drew O’Connor New Contract: 

The Penguins and GM Ron Hextall also signed Drew O’Connor to a new 
one-year contract which will carry him through 2022-23. It is a one-way 
deal, which will pay him $750,000. 

O’Connor is in his second professional season. This season with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, he dressed for 22 games. O’Connor scored five 
points (3-2-5). With WBS, the 6-foot-3, 200-pound forward has 14 points 
(7-7-14) in 13 games. His 1.08 points-per-game average leads WBS. 

In his career, the Chatham, NJ native has six points (3-3-6) in 32 NHL 
games and has 33 points (14-19-33) in 33 AHL games. 
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Penguins Practice: Injury Gives Kapanen Another Chance, but Not in 
Usual Spot 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 16 hours ago on March 12, 2022 

 

Cranberry, Twp — Necessity isn’t the mother of invention for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, injury is. Head coach Mike Sullivan put struggling 
winger Kasperi Kapanen in the press box on Friday night in favor of 
giving Valtteri Puustinen his first NHL game. 

The Penguins beat the Vegas Golden Knights, 5-2. Puustinen was a net-
positive on Jeff Carter’s line, which netted a pair of goals. Puustinen 
earned his first NHL point and was involved in the play. He finished with 
one shot on goal, three attempts, one hit, and a plus-2. 

Not bad work for a seventh-round pick who doesn’t speak English and is 
in his first professional North American season after a few seasons in the 
Finnish Liiga. 

Carter had two points (1-1-2), three shots on goal, and five attempts. 

Kasperi Kapanen was shuffled to the press box after just two points in his 
last 17 games and a spiraling game that showed only flickers of life. 

“Kappy and I had a conversation (Friday morning) and we’ll keep that 
between him and I. But you know, my hope is that sometimes watching 
the game from a different vantage point can be productive for a player,” 
Sullivan said. “By no means because we made this decision does it 
change how we feel about Kappy as a hockey player, as a person. 
Kappy is a real good player and he’s a real good person. He’s a good 
teammate and we’re trying to find ways to help him capture his very best 
game.” 

At the Penguins practice Saturday at UPMC Lemieux Complex, Kapanen 
was back in the lineup. It appears Kapanen will draw in not because his 
exile was over, but because injury again struck the Penguins lineup. 
Winger Brock McGinn left the win over Vegas in the second period. 
Sullivan termed him as out week-to-week with an upper-body injury. 

In McGinn’s absence, Kapanen drew third-line duty, but not in his usual 
spot. He was on the third-line left wing with Carter and Puustinen. 

The Penguins lines largely remained intact, except for Kapanen in for 
McGinn. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Lines: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rust 

Heinen-Malkin-Rodrigues 

Kapanen-Carter-Puustinen 

Boyle–Blueger–Aston-Reese 
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Defense: 

The defense rotated, but we got a few looks of Mike Matheson with Kris 
Letang. Brian Dumoulin returned from a non-COVID illness but cycled in 
with Marcus Pettersson. He wasn’t a full-time participant. 

Carolina Awaits: 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are in second place. The Carolina Hurricanes 
lead the Penguins by six points with two games in hand. Should Carolina 
win, their likely cushion will be an insurmountable eight points, at 
minimum. 

The Penguins host Carolina, again, Sunday afternoon at 1 p.m. 

However, Aston-Reese didn’t know the potential ramifications of a loss. 
Instead, he focused on the last two losses to Carolina and washing away 
the bad taste of 0-1-1 against the best in the division. 

“I never really thought of it that way (being eight points back). I know 
personally thinking about it, it’s almost like college when you get to 
redeem yourselves against the same opponent,” Aston-Reese. “We 
played them like a week or so ago, it would be nice to improve the record 
to 1-1-1. 

It could be a potential playoff matchup. I think a lot of guys are pissed off 
about the results we’ve had against them.” 
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‘Wild Man’ Mark Friedman Brings Spark, Sullivan Opens Door to Stick in 
Lineup 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 20 hours ago on March 12, 2022 

 

Bryan Rust smirked when us grimey media folk brought up Mark 
Friedman. Jeff Carter smiled before getting into his description. 
Pittsburgh Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan opened the door with a 
cautionary note that Friedman could stick in the lineup, even when the 
entirety of the blue line is healthy. 

Friday night, Friedman was one of the catalysts of the Penguins’ 5-2 win 
over the Vegas Golden Knights at PPG Paints Arena. Friedman had 
three hits, enticed Vegas center Willian Carrier to try to rip his head off, 
and Friedman scored the game-winning goal on the rush with a pretty 
top-shelf wrister. 

Rust called Friedman “a wild man.” Rust meant it in the very best way. 

Carter said, “he’s always into something.” 

For his part, Friedman seemed a little embarrassed by the Rust’s 
compliment. I asked. 

“I don’t know if it’s the greatest reputation to have, but if it’s something I 
can do for the team and brings that energy, then so be it. Whatever they 
want me to do, and I’ll do it, so it doesn’t matter,” Friedman said a little 
sheepishly. “And hopefully, ‘wildman’ leaves, I’m not a fan of that name, 
but I’m just doing my thing out there and just having fun playing hockey.” 

Friedman, 26, has not yet established himself as an NHL regular. Last 
season, the defense-starved Philadelphia Flyers tried to slip him through 
waivers, but brand new Penguins GM Ron Hextall pounced. Friedman 
will forever be the answer to the trivia question, “what was Ron Hextall’s 
first move as Penguins GM?” 

The Penguins claimed Friedman on waivers, and Friedman played two 
games before being injured in a wild game against…the Philadelphia 

Flyers. He scored a goal, was boarded, and eventually injured when he 
tried to slam center Nolan Patrick at center ice but got the worst of the 
collision. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Reaction 

Friday night was just Friedman’s 34th career NHL game and his first 
game-winning goal. 

Rust lit up when talking about Friedman. After Friedman’s response, I felt 
terrible asking about it, but you don’t get to pick your nickname, at least 
not in hockey. 

“So he’s a wild man. He works extremely hard, gets under the other 
team’s skin, brings that kind of swagger, that attitude,” Rust said. “And 
he’s not afraid to go against the biggest guy and give a cross-check or 
get in a battle. You saw that with Carrier in the second period. I think that 
kind of attitude and all that’s–it’s really fun to have that guy in the locker 
room.” 

If Friedman doesn’t like “wild man,” perhaps he’ll appreciate the 
compliment at the end. His teammates appreciate him more than just a 
passing nod. 

Jeff Carter gave an extended answer: 

“I think that’s probably a good word to use (spark). His personality is just 
kind of go, go, go. And I think you see that on the ice. He always seems 
to be involved in something. He’s aggressive. He’s not shying away from 
anybody. He’ll go with anybody,” Carter said. “You know, he makes 
smart, easy plays, and he reads the game well, and he knows when to 
jump in and when not to. I think his goal was a prime example of using 
his speed to get up the ice and heckuva shot. 

So I think he brings an element of that feistiness and, you know, that grit 
to our back end in which is good.” 

Carter chuckled when asked, too. 

The players clearly enjoy Friedman on their side. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Situation 

There is no question the boys are enjoying his presence. Last week, 
Sullivan offered more warning than praise when asked about Friedman. 
Sullivan wants his defenseman to stay on the good side of wild and fears 
Friedman going over the line. Last week, the word Sullivan used was 
“discipline.” 

Sullivan again publicly cautioned Friedman to use the dark arts properly 
but swung the door wide open for Friedman to stick in the lineup, too. 

“He does bring that dimension. There’s no question, that’s part of his 
DNA, and he could be a very effective defenseman in that capacity. And 
it’s important for Freeds–he and I have had this conversation–on when 
and how, and he utilizes that attribute,” Sullivan said. “And as far as ‘can 
he stay in the lineup,’ the answer is yes. I think we have internal 
competition throughout our roster. We’re always having conversations on 
which group of players at all the respective positions gives us the best 
chance to win. 

And, you know, performance matters.” 

The hockey coach to English translation says Friedman has a lot to offer, 
but Sullivan doesn’t yet trust Friedman not to take penalties or get too 
aggressive with his offensive game. 

Perhaps that’s why Mark Friedman was uncomfortable with “wild man,” 
he doesn’t want to be seen as wild, likely the very thing that makes 
Sullivan a bit hesitant to put him in the lineup every night. 

PHN also asked Pittsburgh Penguins GM Ron Hextall on Friday morning 
if he thought the team needed more energy or toughness. The subtext 
was the looming NHL trade deadline, but perhaps his desire for more 
energy could apply to Friedman, too. The defenseman wears his heart on 
his sleeve. He’s burning the jets to stay in the lineup. 
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And literally throwing everything against the wall, too. 

Mark Friedman Getting a Shot? 

If it’s not the Penguins who give him a shot, there have been plenty of 
scouts trolling the hallways at PPG Paints Arena, too. Or, perhaps 
Hextall uses his surplus at left-defense to acquire some middle-six 
scoring, and a spot opens up. 

“…just doing my thing out there and just have fun playing hockey,” 
Friedman concluded. 

And it has been fun to watch, too. The numbers might not work in 
Friedman’s favor to play on Sunday against the Carolina Hurricanes, but 
maybe the style of game will. Carolina is fast, and they got to 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson a few times in Carolina’s 4-3 win last 
weekend. 

It’s unlikely Sullivan keeps Friedman in the lineup, but “performance 
matters.” Friedman brings energy and physicality, and the Penguins 
could use more. 

At this rate, if not now, soon Mark Friedman will have a regular shift in 
the NHL. 
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There’s still a goalie question, but the Leafs will give Petr Mrázek another 
shot in Hamilton 

 

By Mark ZwolinskiSports Reporter 

Sat., March 12, 2022 

 

HAMILTON Petr Mrázek will be battling more than just his confidence 
when he starts in goal for the Maple Leafs in Sunday’s Heritage Classic 
game against Buffalo. 

Mrázek will also have to battle with elements, if Saturday’s practice at 
Tim Hortons Field is any indication. 

“It’s not going to be a normal NHL hockey game. It’s different, the 
conditions may change from shift to shift, or period to period,” Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. “So, we have to focus on playing as a team, 
have some fun with this event and embrace everything that it is. At this 
same time, recognize two points are at stake and keep that in mind, and 
go out and do the best that we can … 

“Petr is no different than the rest of the team.” 

Mrázek and the Leafs got their first taste of the icy conditions at Tim 
Hortons Field. For a goalie, who stands in net without action for stretches 
of the game, those conditions could have the biggest impact. 

Goalies have talked about how the cold affects their equipment at past 
outdoor games, including Montreal’s Jose Theodore, who participated in 
the very first one at Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium in 2003. 
Theodore said at the time that his ability to control rebounds was affected 
because his pads froze. 

The Heritage Classic is scheduled for 4:30 p.m. Sunday, with the 
forecast calling for clouds, wind and sub-zero temperatures. 

The wind certainly affected the Leafs during line rushes and other 
practice drills Saturday. 

“We were out there and the wind was blowing your stick,” Leafs winger 
William Nylander said. “You couldn’t control your stick. We’ve never 
played a game where the wind had an effect.” 

Keefe and the rest of the Leafs will look to Mrázek to respond after 
Thursday’s loss to the Arizona Coyotes, during which he was pulled in 
the second period after allowing four goals on 12 shots. 

With goalie Jack Campbell sidelined the same day with a rib injury, it was 
a chance for Mrázek to face a non-playoff team and prove he can be 
relied on by a Leafs team trying to climb higher than third place in the 
Atlantic Division. 

There was uncertainty surrounding the goalie situation following that 
Arizona game. Keefe said Erik Källgren — who made his NHL debut in 
relief of Mrázek — calmed the team down to the point where they were 
able to come back from a three-goal deficit and force overtime. 

In the end, Keefe still gave the nod to Mrázek for the Heritage Classic. It 
was a decision based on experience. 

Mrázek has played 291 NHL games, with 10 wins this season. He also 
played in an outdoor game with the Detroit Red Wings against the 
Colorado Avalanche at Denver’s Coors Field in 2016 — a 5-3 Detroit win. 

The Leafs acknowledge that some of the blame for recent losses to non-
playoff teams has been the result of poor team defence. They still believe 
in Mrázek. 

“I think we just have to be ready to play from the start,” Leafs centre 
Auston Matthews said. “The other night (against Arizona), it took us a 
little bit to get into the game. We have to be solid, play with poise, play 
with confidence. 

“We know (Mrázek) is going to play with confidence; that’s just the type 
of guy he is. I don’t think stuff like this really rattles him. He wants to be 
better — he wants to be a great goaltender for us — and there’s no doubt 
in any of our minds that he’s going to bounce back.” 
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‘Holy crap, that was cold.’ Leafs and Sabres get first taste of outdoor 
hockey in Hamilton 

 

By Kevin McGranStaff Reporter 

Sat., March 12, 2022 

 

HAMILTON Maple Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly pretty much 
summed up what every NHL player ultimately thinks about playing 
regular-season games outdoors. 

“You want to enjoy it,” said Rielly. “Maybe your parents are coming into 
town or you’ve got some friends that are going to the game. You want to 
enjoy it and experience the whole thing for what it is. 

“But ultimately, you want to win the game. I’ve played in a couple now. 
The ones you win are a lot more enjoyable than the ones you lose.” 

Rielly has been in all three outdoor games the Leafs have participated in: 
a 3-2 shootout win in at the University of Michigan’s Big House in Ann 
Arbor on Jan. 1, 2014 in the Winter Classic; a 4-3 overtime win over the 
Red Wings in Toronto in the Centennial Classic on Jan. 1, 2017; and a 5-
2 loss to the Washington Capitals in a Stadium Series game at Navy-
Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md. 

“I remember going to Washington and we lost that game, and we didn’t 
play very well,” he said. “And you leave there and you think the whole 
thing’s dumb, you should never have done it. But the ones you win? It’s 
the best thing ever.” 
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The Leafs will play their fourth outdoor game on Sunday, officially the 
visitors at Hamilton’s Tim Hortons Field against the Buffalo Sabres in a 
battle of Golden Horseshoe teams. It’s a welcome distraction for both in 
the doldrums of the regular season, getting them away from the routine 
and giving them a chance to feel something special. 

“The season is long. We’re at that point right now where you’re about to 
round the corner here on the final stretch. So to have something like this, 
the timing is good,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. “With where (we 
are in) the pandemic, (it’s good finally) to have an event like this where 
people are coming together, families are coming together.” 

Both clubs got to practice at the home of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats on 
Saturday. The Leafs took the ice at 6:30 p.m. amid blowing snow and 
minus-7 C temperatures, followed by a skate with invited family and 
friends. 

“Holy crap, that was cold,” said Leaf Mitch Marner. 

“Reminds me of Phoenix a little bit,” joked teammate Auston Matthews. 
“It was tough: the wind, the snow.” 

Captain John Tavares skated with his toddler sons, Jace and Axton, after 
practice: “I think the cold got to them. Plus, they should have been 
sleeping an hour ago.” 

Sunday’s forecast is calling for minus-2 C at the 4:30 p.m. puck drop, 
with scattered flurries that might make the backdrop — including 
Hamilton’s famed steel mills — that much more interesting. 

“The practice today was later for us,” said Keefe. “We didn’t get a real 
sense of what it would be like in the sun, in the daylight, and the shadows 
that might be out there, as it seemed like it was for Buffalo’s practice. So 
there’ll be some of that to adjust to. But we just have to be ready to 
compete, whatever the conditions are going to be.” 

The Sabres got the ice at 4:30 p.m. and emerged with smiles on their 
faces, and red in their cheeks, rubbing their hands as they faced the 
media. 

“The cold, that was the first wow factor,” said Sabres coach Don Granato. 
“The wind was the second. But the setup is spectacular. And when you 
walk off, it really hits you: You just went through that practice and you 
had that experience of being outside again, playing hockey. 

“The ice conditions were exceptional. They did a tremendous job on the 
ice, the environment and atmosphere. It was fun to just watch our guys 
have fun. But it was definitely cold.” 

But not as cold as growing up playing outdoors in the Yukon, said Sabres 
forward Dylan Cozens: “It did feel real cold out there today, but I’m used 
to that. I grew up in the Yukon and I had a rink in my backyard that my 
dad built. So I spent lots of late nights and lots of days out there. So I’m 
hoping that I can use some of the skills I learned back then.” 

The best way to stay warm? “The harder you work, the warmer you get. 
That’s a good incentive.” 

It’s the final outdoor game on the NHL calendar this season, though the 
tradition is not slowing down. 

The Winter Classic will be held at Boston’s famed Fenway Park next 
year, with the Bruins hosting an opponent yet to be announced. That 
game is usually Jan. 1, but that has not been confirmed. The Carolina 
Hurricanes will also host a game at Carter-Finley Stadium on the campus 
of North Carolina State University in Raleigh, N.C., on Feb. 25. 

Though gimmicky to some eyes, the outdoor games seem a joy to the 
players. 

“It’s just a different experience,” said Matthews. “The anticipation, the 
energy and everything that surrounds the game. And it’s just a regular-
season game in March. It just feels like so much more. That’s the fun part 
about these experiences. Getting to enjoy it with your teammates, 
friends, family and getting everybody involved and get to experience 
something like this. Not too many people are able to.” 
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Everything you need to know about the NHL Heritage Classic between 
the Leafs and Sabres at Tim Hortons Field 

 

Steve MiltonSpectator Columnist 

Sat., March 12, 2022 

 

It’s time for some Canadian outdoor hockey. 

Here’s a breakdown of everything you need to know about the NHL 
Heritage Classic between the Toronto Maple Leafs and Buffalo Sabres 
on Sunday. 

Classic weather 

As of Friday, the weather forecast called for a temperature of zero C at 
game time for Sunday afternoon’s Tim Hortons NHL Heritage Classic, 
and a wind chill of minus-7, with mostly cloudy skies and some light 
snow. The temperature may rise to plus-1 by the end of the game. 
“Game day looks great for us, cool in the morning and maybe some 
flurries around game time which will just add to the atmosphere,” says 
Mike Craig, the NHL’s senior manager of facility operations who predicts 
the ice surface will be in great shape. 

Sportsnet carrying game 

The Heritage Classic broadcast starts at 4 p.m. ET on Sportsnet TVA 
Sports and TNT. Wayne Gretzky, who grew up down the road in 
Brantford, will be on the press level of Tim Hortons Field as an analyst for 
TNT while former Hamilton resident Ron MacLean and the popular 
Hockey Night in Canada broadcast team will lead the Sportsnet 
broadcast. 

Wind? Here? 

If the wind is strong enough to favour playing at one end, the NHL will 
decide in consultation with the teams to stop the third period — and 
overtime if it gets that far — at exactly the halfway point and the teams 
will switch ends. That happened most famously in 2014, when the mid-
third-period buzzer cost the Red Wings’ Henrik Zetterberg a likely 
breakaway in the NHL Winter Classic at the Big House in Michigan, 
which the Leafs went on to win in a shootout. 

Sunday’s forecast wind at game time is 28 km/h and Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas predicted last week, “the wind will have an impact on this game.” 
NHL officials have realized in setting up the rink that Tim Hortons Field 
can act like a wind tunnel. “We’ve been told, especially by the Ticats, that 
the bleachers on the field should block some of the wind,” says NHL 
Chief Content Officer Steve Mayer, who added that the 3,300-seat 
bleachers in the south end zone are, “the best seats ever for an outdoor 
game. We’ve never had them that close (to the ice).” 

Argylls, and fly over 

Sunday’s opening ceremony will begin with a welcome to the land led by 
Chief Stacey Laforme of the Mississaugas of the Credit and Chief Mark 
Hill of Six Nations of the Grand River. 

The Canadian and U.S. anthems will be performed by country music star 
and Canada’s Got Talent host, Lindsay Ell. Five members of Hamilton’s 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders will present the U.S. and Canadian 
flags and the ceremony concludes with a flypast of four CT-155 Hawk 
Jets from Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

Golden women honoured 
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During the second intermission, Hamilton’s Sarah Nurse, Burlington’s 
Renata Fast and Emma Maltais and the rest of the dominant Canadian 
Women’s National Team will be honoured on the field for their gold 
medals at both the 2022 Winter Olympics and the 2021 world hockey 
championships. The team is also scheduled to be part of the pre-game 
Fan Festival in the stadium’s south plaza. 

Fan Fest freebies 

There has been a 55 per cent increase in Heritage Classic Pregame Fan 
Festival partners with the NHL since the 2019 event in Regina. The 
PROLINE+ NHL Fan festival, open to game-ticket-holders only, will be on 
the south patio of Tim Hortons Field, which has been extended right 
across Cannon Street (which is closed off) to the edge of the Bernie 
Custis Secondary School grounds. It contains four mini-rinks where fans 
can test the speed and accuracy of their hockey shots, and numerous 
sponsors’ booths. 

The festival runs from noon Sunday until the end of the second 
intermission and features giveaways from about a dozen sponsors 
including Tim Hortons coffee and hot chocolate and personalized Upper 
Deck cards; Canadian Tire branded sunglasses and eye-black stickers; 
Clorox hand sanitizer; Esso-sponsored personal photos superimposed 
on the ice surface image; and draws to win merchandise, including a new 
Honda Civic. 

Cara knows outdoor gigs 

Singer-songwriter Alessia Cara, who grew up in Brampton, will perform 
during the first intermission. The 25-year-old has won a Grammy and five 
Junos. And she’s headlined a major outdoor Canadian sports event 
before, with her highly-praised halftime performance at the 2018 Grey 
Cup in Edmonton. “Alessia’s been someone we’ve been after for an 
outdoor game for years but the schedules never worked out,” Steve 
Mayer, NHL Chief Content Officer said. “Her dad is a huge Leafs fan, so 
she’s always wanted to work a game. People will get quite a show on 
Sunday. It’s a big hockey game with points at stake but we focus on the 
fan experience and we’re really focused on the music. There is a lot of 
pomp and circumstance.” 

TikTok star 

TikTok pop-punk artist Willow, whose track “Meet Me At Our Spot,” has 
generated 1 million views on the video-focussed social networking 
service, will perform before the game. Her show will live stream on 
@NHL on TikTok starting at 2:45 p.m. and game-ticket holders will be 
allowed onto the football field to watch her perform on the tailgate stage. 
NHL executive Steve Mayer says it’s the first time fans have been 
allowed on field level for an outdoor game. 

Leaf GM Ticats ticket holder 

Toronto GM Kyle Dubas and his wife, Shannon, who’s from Hamilton, 
lived in the city for a number of years and are still Tiger-Cats season’s 
ticket holders (on the club level). “I spent a lot of time at this stadium, and 
at Ivor Wynne,” he recalls. “We used to tailgate at Scott Park when the 
games were at Ivor Wynne. It’s a very passionate sports town, which I’ve 
experienced first-hand, so it’s meaningful for me personally to have this 
game here.” 

Outdoor Arenas 

The Maple Leafs will wear dark blue jerseys with a large letter T, to 
commemorate the Toronto Arenas, who were a founding NHL team in 
1917, renamed themselves the Toronto St. Patricks in 1919 and became 
the Maple Leafs in 1927. 

First international Heritage Classic 

This is the sixth Heritage Classic and first to involve the Maple Leafs, and 
first to have a non-Canadian team. The series is one of three outdoor 
stadium streams run by the NHL, along with the Winter Classic and the 
Stadium Series, and is played at irregular intervals. Other Heritage 
Classics were: 2003 in Edmonton with the Oilers beating Montreal; 2011 
in Calgary where it was Flames 4-0 shutting out the Canadiens 0; 2014 in 

Vancouver with Ottawa doubling the Canucks 4-2: 2016 in Winnipeg, the 
Jets beating the Oilers 3-0, and 2019 in Regina, as Winnipeg doubled the 
Flames 2-1. 

The inaugural Heritage Classic, which drew 56,167 fans to 
Commonwealth Stadium in November 2003, was also the first outdoor 
regular-season game in NHL history and the league has run another 34 
since then, including Sunday’s game. The inaugural 2003 Heritage 
Classic featured the two NHL teams which, the season before, had split 
the affiliation with the AHL Hamilton Bulldogs, who went to the seventh 
game of the Calder Cup final. There were 15 former Bulldogs in the first 
Heritage Classic and four of them scored points, two for each team. 

There are two rinks 

As well as the regulation-size rink with centre ice located right in the 
middle of the 55-yard line, there is a much smaller rink just a few metres 
to the east, fed by the same refrigeration system, where kids from the 
Tim Hortons Tidbits program will play hockey throughout the NHL game. 

Sabres struggle, but not against Leafs 

This will be the 11th straight year the Sabres don’t make the playoffs, 
while the Leafs are bona fide Stanley Cup contenders but Buffalo has an 
overall 107-84-18-11 record against their nearest rivals, including a 5-1 
victory March 2 in Toronto. And in their history, Buffalo owns a whopping 
66-33-6-6 home record over the Leafs and the Heritage Classic is 
technically a Sabres “home” game. 

Sunday’s opponents have met only once in a playoff series: when Buffalo 
won the 1999 East final in five games, before losing the Stanley Cup final 
to Dallas in six. 

“I was with Toronto for that series,” says current Sabres GM, Kevyn 
Adams, who played “many, many times against the Hamilton Huskies,” 
as he was growing up in Buffalo. “Just going back and forth on the QEW 
for that playoff series, you saw the rivalry. I remember being in the hotel 
in Buffalo and the fans standing outside chanting. 

“It’s always exciting any time these two teams play each other, whether 
it’s in Toronto, Buffalo or Hamilton. We need to do our part in Buffalo to 
get our team back up to where we want it to be.” 

Late date 

Sunday will be the latest in a hockey season that the NHL has played 
any of its 35 outdoor games. Only three others have been played as late 
as March: the Stadium Series game on March 1, 2014; the Heritage 
Classic, March 2, 2014, and the Stadium Series March 3, 2018. Because 
of the size of Tim Hortons Field, the crowd of just under 25,000 will also 
be the smallest for any of the 32 games which were permitted to have 
fans. The previous low was 33,240 in Winnipeg for the 2016 Heritage 
Classic while the all-time high was 105,491 for the 2014 Winter Classic at 
the University of Michigan. Pandemic restrictions shut the doors to fans 
for two outdoor games at Lake Tahoe in February, 2021. 

First regular-season game here in 26 years 

Tim Hortons Field will be the third Hamilton venue to host any NHL 
regular-season games, after the tiny Barton Street Arena (63 games by 
the Hamilton Tigers; the last on March 7, 1925 before they moved to New 
York to become the Americans) and Copps Coliseum (eight “neutral site” 
games from 1992-94, all but two involving the Leafs or Sabres, although 
not against each other). 
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Maple Leafs notes: Don't anger the weather gods 
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Lance Hornby 

5-7 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

HAMILTON — As the Maple Leafs began practice here late Saturday, 
winds whipped the light snow, sillouetted by TV lights that threw long 
player shadows on the ice at Tim Hortons Field. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“Reminds me of Phoenix a little bit,” Sun Belter Auston Matthews joked 
about the elements “It was tough; the wind and the snow when things got 
going. It could probably change and the weather should be better 
tomorrow (forecast around the freezing mark). We’ll just have to adjust.” 

That goes for both the Leafs and Buffalo Sabres in unfamiliar conditions 
of the 4 p.m.  Heritage Classic, while 24,000 will be in the stands on 
three sides of the CFL stadium. 

“The whole point of our skate was get used to the visual effect,” said 
Matthews’ linemate Mitch Marner. “Your first reaction was ‘holy crap, it’s 
cold’. But it’s always cool to be outdoors and it’s always a different vibe 
for fans.” 

Players could feel the gusts bending their sticks, as they shot and passed 
and had their velocity slowed dramatically. One Sabre commented that 
back checking felt like he was skating uphill. 

They practiced with extra layers, turtlenecks or tried fewer layers as they 
don’t expect to sweat much. Goalies Petr Mrazek of the Leafs and 
Buffalo’s Craig Anderson will have the hardest time staying warm if 
there’s extended action in one end. 

The Sabres went out first, several with black cork dabbed under their yes 
to cut down the sun and the lights’ glare. 

“The first ‘wow factor’ for me was the cold,” said Buffalo coach Don 
Granato. “If the wind (Sunday) is like today, it will be hard. But ice 
conditions were exceptional and it was great to watch our guys have fun.” 

DOUBLE BLUE SHOUT OUT. 

Marner has been to Tim Hortons as a CFL spectator for the Boatmen. 

“I’m sure this building should be rocking tomorrow,” he said. “It’s always a 
good one when the Tiger-Cats play the Argos. Usually the Argos win. 

One end of of the field opens to a residential neighbourhood, which 
newcomers to the city  were amazed by. But it will be challenging for the 
team shooting in that direction to get their bearings with no crowd as a 
back drop. 

SPIRIT OF CHUCKY 

It feels like Dave Andreychuk should be involved here somewhere, 
though he does work for the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Hall Of Famer was born in Hamilton, played more than 11 seasons 
in Buffalo and was traded to Toronto, where he split part of one 50-goal 
season and became the last Leaf to do it in a full year (54 in 1993-94). 

That should hold at least a few more days with Matthews at 44 and 
climbing. It was 28 years ago Saturday that Andreychuk’s 49th goal 
passed Frank Mahovlich’s record of 49 by a Toronto left winger. Old 
Mountain Arena here was re-named for Andreychuk. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Anderson was looking forward to the anthems and what’s expected to be 
a combined U.S.-Canadian Forces fly-over … Granato made sure 
Sabres with season ending injuries such as Drake Caggiula were 
included in the post-practice centre ice team photo … Toronto captain 
John Tavares had his parents, wife. in-laws and two kids on hand, with 
his toddlers taking part in the family skate before the cold got too much 
… Marie-Philip Poulin and the gold medal Canadian women’s Olympic 

team will be honoured at Sunday’s game … While the Leafs grumbled 
about the foul on Matthews not getting called Thursday in overtime, 
Christian Fischer of the Coyotes missed Saturday’s game in Boston with 
an upper body injury, likely  from the unpenalized cross check of Justin 
Holl. 
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Robertson, Dermott the odd men out for Maple Leafs as Spezza, Sandin 
draw back in 

 

Terry Koshan 

3-3 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

HAMILTON — Sheldon Keefe can’t fit everybody in for his team’s unique 
game on Sunday and that bugs him. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

With veteran forward Jason Spezza and defenceman Rasmus Sandin 
returning to the Maple Leafs lineup for the Heritage Classic, the Leafs 
coach will scratch Nick Robertson and Travis Dermott. 

Spezza was scratched in the previous two games and Sandin was out for 
three in a row after he was sick and then got caught up in the numbers 
game. 

“Every decision you have to make is tough, but you have to make them,” 
Keefe said. “In Spezza’s case, whether we are playing outdoors or not, 
he needs to get back in the lineup. Sandin, we need to get him back 
going with our team. They are natural decisions for me. Robertson and 
Dermott have done a good job for us. 

“In a game like this, maybe we should expand rosters so everybody (can 
play). It’s part the deal, you can only dress 18 skaters, so that is the 
group we will go with.” 
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Atmosphere, elements aside, Maple Leafs keeping the main goal in mind 
at Heritage Classic 

 

Terry Koshan 

6-7 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

HAMILTON — Two points. 

Once the Maple Leafs adjust to the elements on Sunday in the Heritage 
Classic at Tim Hortons Field, they’re going to view the Buffalo Sabres as 
they would in any other game: An obstacle that must be overcome to get 
the team headed in the proper direction. 

“It’s not going to be a normal National Hockey League game,” Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said on Saturday night. “The conditions are 
unpredictable, and they may change from shift to shift, if not period to 
period. 
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“We have to focus on playing our game as a team. We have to have 
some fun with this event and embrace everything that it is, but at the 
same time, recognize the two important points are at stake. We’ve got to 
keep that in mind.” 

The Leafs have given themselves plenty to think about as they head into 
the outdoor game, which will go into the books as a home game for the 
Sabres. Since beating Pittsburgh 4-1 at home on Feb. 17, a victory that 
followed a 6-2 win in Seattle, the Leafs have allowed 50 goals in 11 
games. Their record in that span is 5-4-2, but only because they have 
been able to outscore their problems at times. 

They were embarrassed by the Sabres in Toronto on March 2, losing 5-1 
and leaving the ice to a chorus of boos at the final horn. 

Perhaps the uniqueness of the game on Sunday will serve as a 
distraction, from the daily pressures, that the Leafs apparently need. Of 
course, if goalie Petr Mrazek falters again, the calls for general manager 
Kyle Dubas to trade for a goalie prior to the NHL deadline on March 21 
will increase. 

With Jack Campbell recovering from a rib injury, Mrazek gets the call 
after he was awful against Arizona on Thursday and was pulled after he 
gave up four goals on 12 shots. 

The Leafs keep saying they have confidence in Mrazek, or at the least, 
that’s what they imply. Never mind the elements — there’s no time like 
Sunday for Mrazek to start demonstrating that he’s going to be capable 
of consistently good netminding with Campbell out for a couple of weeks. 

“We just need to make sure we’re ready to play from the start,” Leafs star 
Auston Matthews said. “The other night took us a little bit to get into the 
game and we just need to be solid and play with poise, play with 
confidence. 

“We know (Mrazek is) going to play with confidence. That’s just the type 
of guy he is. I don’t think stuff like this really rattles him. 

“I know he wants to be better, and he wants to be a great goaltender for 
us. There’s no doubt in any of our minds that he’s going to bounce back. 

“As far as our game goes, we have to keep things simple especially to 
start with, depending on the conditions. It’s not going to be like playing 
indoors. Make sure that we’re moving our feet and playing within our 
structure and having some fun.” 

Keefe made some line adjustments at practice. Matthews’ trio with 
Michael Bunting on the left and Mitch Marner on the right won’t be 
changing any time soon, and on the second line, William Nylander is 
back with captain John Tavares, and Ondrej Kase. 

The third line of David Kampf between Ilya Mikheyev has provided the 
Leafs with lots of hustle and is intact. Alex Kerfoot will centre veterans 
Wayne Simmonds and Jason Spezza on the fourth line. 

Keefe agreed with the idea that the game could be seen as a reset, but 
we would say a better game for that kind of notion would be March 23 at 
home against New Jersey. That will be the Leafs’ first game after the 
trade deadline, and we’ll know the final roster then. 

For the Leafs, the lone concern is getting the W on Sunday. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

“You just look forward to what the Heritage Classic is,” Tavares said. “It 
should be a tremendous atmosphere with the fans. Embrace that, enjoy 
it, know it’s going to be something different. 

“Don’t try to overthink it too much. Whatever presents itself, take it as it 
comes and meet that challenge.” 
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Sabres' Cozens, Anderson will be familiar playing in the elements ... 
GameNight 

 

Terry Koshan 

7-9 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

HAMILTON — The outdoor elements on Sunday in the Heritage Classic 
shouldn’t be an issue for Dylan Cozens, no matter what the weather 
brings. 

The Buffalo Sabres forward and native of Whitehorse has lived through it 
all. 

“It did feel a little cold out there, but I guess I’m used to that, growing up 
in the Yukon,” Cozens said after the Sabres practised at Tim Hortons 
Field on Saturday afternoon. 

“I had a rink in my backyard that my dad (Mike) built. I spent lots of late 
nights and lots of days out there, and I’m hoping that I can use some of 
the skills I learned back then. 

“My dad is here, so this is special. He’s the one that got it all started for 
me, building that rink every year. For him to be here, it’s awesome.” 

Conditions for practices on Saturday were windy and cold, but it could be 
a bit better for the game on Sunday. The forecast calls for temperatures 
to be minus-1 Celsius, though it likely will be colder with the wind chill. 

Sabres goalie Craig Anderson will get the start, and the 40-year-old will 
play in his third outdoor game in the National Hockey League. 

“It’s a great experience,” Anderson said. “It brings it up, the mundane 
(nature) of the day-to-day grind of the NHL that it can be sometimes. 

“It gives you a fresh look, this can really lighten the mood and brighten 
things up for you.” 

One difference in playing outside for Anderson, and we can assume it will 
be the same for Leafs starter Petr Mrazek: Tracking the puck in natural 
light, rather than inside an arena. 

“You get a lot of reflection off the sun, but as it goes down, you do get the 
artificial light,” Anderson said. “The biggest visual change is no stands 
along the glass. You’ve got a big range between the glass to where the 
stands are, and you get that grey or white area, which can be tricky at 
times. You get used to it pretty quickly.” 

Anderson won both of his previous starts in outdoor games with the 
Ottawa Senators, in Vancouver and in Ottawa. 

“The energy of the fans, I think everyone was 25 beers deep, was epic,” 
Anderson said with a chuckle. “I’m expecting the same with this group 
that is coming to the game. There will be a lot of energy. 

“It makes you feel special in a certain way that makes you get up of the 
game more than any other game.” 

As for the game itself, the Sabres will attempt to win for the fourth time in 
six games, a spurt that started with a 5-1 victory against the Leafs on 
March 2 in Toronto. That Buffalo is 33 points behind Toronto in the 
standings won’t matter to the Sabres players. 

“We have been playing pretty good hockey,” forward Casey Mittelstadt 
said. “It’s going to be on a big stage, on national television. 

“We’re going to be ready to go. We’re going to be hungry. It’s going to be 
a big game for us.” 

A new chapter in the 52-year-old QEW clash, 24,000 fans at a football 
stadium with a forecast temperature around the freezing mark and 
maybe a few flurries to dress it up. Other variables will come into play, 
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the unfamiliar ice, late afternoon lighting and the sight lines, one end  
wide open with residential houses. It could complicate matters for both 
teams, but mostly a Toronto team trying to clean up issues with defence 
and goaltending. But Leafs will have the edge in fan support and 
motivation after Buffalo beat them 5-1 at home on March 2. 

POINTS LEADERS 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Auston Matthews 52 44 32 76 +12 

Mitch Marner 46 23 39 62 +14 

John Tavares 54 19 35 54 -4 

BUFFALO SABRES 

Tage Thompson 55 23 19 42 -12 

Jeff Skinner 57 23 18 41 -8 

Rasmus Dahlin 57 8 29 37 -15 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play: Toronto: 29.9% (1st), Buffalo: 19.9% (19th) 

Penalty kill: Toronto: 83.9% (5th), Buffalo: 76.3% (22nd) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE GAME 

1. Quite a month for the Sabres, who ended a six-game losing streak by 
shocking the Leafs in Toronto and moved on from Jack Eichel by 
defeating Eichel and the Vegas Golden Knights in front of one of their 
loudest home crowds. They could improve their March record to 4-2. It’s 
also their home game, so they get last line change. 

2. Craig Anderson, just shy of his 41st birthday, starts for Buffalo after a 
29-save win in Toronto. Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe ignored l fans who 
thought Erik Kallgren should start this one after a small sample size of 
saves Thursday night. That said, Petr Mrazek must stay square, make 
some routine saves and get some early goal support . 

3. There is lots of Ras-a-ma-taz to this game; Sabres defenceman 
Rasmus Dahlin bringing his game up as the team improves and 
Toronto’s Rasmus Sandin, hoping to return after missing three games 
games with a lingering illness. Both are first rounders from the 2018 draft, 
Dahlin that year’s top pick. 
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Who says no? Maple Leafs hypothetical trades for forward upgrades 

 

Joshua Kloke 

13-16 minutes 3/12/2022 

 

With the NHL trade deadline less than two weeks away and Maple Leafs 
GM Kyle Dubas yet to make the kind of noteworthy deal he’s done in the 
past, we’re still operating under the same assumption in terms of 
additions. That there are plenty of options to consider. 

Yes, Dubas has said he intends to focus on adding on the blue line. But 
it’s become increasingly obvious as of late that the team’s top line of 
Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting has done far too 

much of the heavy lifting offensively and, as historic as that is, it’s fair to 
worry about how sustainable that approach will be come playoff time. 

Would adding some punch to the second line, or even deeper down the 
lineup, not make sense to even explore if a deal came across Dubas’ 
desk? As The Athletic’s Jonas Siegel recently pointed out, adding to the 
team’s top six would not only deepen the Leafs forward group but also 
insure it against injury. 

So after we proposed some trades for defencemen a few weeks back, 
we’re going to take a crack at some deals for forwards. And just like last 
time around, the cap-related numbers won’t always add up with these 
deals so we have to assume there would be other some salary 
movement at play here. 

Now that we have all the caveats out of the way, let’s have some fun with 
a few hypothetical trades for an upgrade to the team’s forwards corps, 
with input from colleagues as well as NHL executives and scouts. 

The trade: 

Leafs acquire forward J.T. Miller, Vancouver Canucks 2022 fourth-round 
pick 

Vancouver Canucks acquire defenceman Timothy Liljegren, forward Alex 
Kerfoot, Leafs 2022 first-round pick 

Why the Leafs might do it: There’s no way we were going to put together 
a list like this and not include Miller’s name, right? 

This would be a hefty price to pay for an upgrade on Kerfoot, no doubt. 
Too hefty? That depends how much better the Leafs would think it would 
make them beyond this season. Miller is under contract next season with 
a $5.25 million cap hit, which is $1.75 million more than Kerfoot’s cap hit. 
Kerfoot’s modified no-trade clause kicks in July 1, so if the Leafs have 
any interest in moving him, it might be in their best interest to do so 
before then. That said, a move to his hometown of Vancouver might also 
be an easy sell to him in the summer. 

Moving a first-round pick seems like it would only happen for the Leafs if 
they acquire a player with term. Vancouver’s ask for a serious, multi-
player package for Miller seems reasonable. If the Leafs see Liljegren as 
a third-pair defenceman moving forward, would they feel more 
comfortable moving him? Or, if his growth this season has made them 
think he has top-four potential soon enough, does this package hurt them 
too much in the long run? 

Harman Dayal (Canucks beat writer) on why the Canucks might do it: 
Because the Canucks are looking to turn things around sooner than later 
with their retool, I think they’d prefer prospects and young players like 
Liljegren that are closer to making an immediate NHL impact rather than 
the likes of Matthew Knies, Topi Niemela, or Nick Robertson — so this is 
definitely a solid package. I think this is the kind of proposal the club 
would seriously consider. Vancouver would be getting a young right-shot 
defenceman who can contribute immediately (RD is the Vancouver’s 
weakest position both short- and long-term), a versatile middle-six 
forward and a first-round pick. The Canucks are ideally looking for three 
to four useful assets in a Miller trade that can help the club both now and 
in the future — this package checks off a lot of those boxes. 

Anonymous executive’s take: I would take Knies all day because 
Liljegren is just starting, but Kerfoot would work for them. 

The trade: 

Leafs acquire either forward Andrew Copp or forward Paul Stastny 

Winnipeg Jets acquire forward Alex Steeves, Leafs 2022 second-round 
pick 

Why the Leafs might do it: Copp is the more desired player of the two, 
especially given that he’s nine years younger than the 36-year-old 
Stastny. But both bring experience, the ability to impact the game at both 
ends of the ice and are having decent enough seasons that some of that 
momentum could carry over in Toronto. Both can move to the wing, 
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which could help the second line or provide a little more scoring touch on 
the third line if necessary. And both are killing penalties for the Jets this 
season. These are the types of players to covet. 

They’re both pure rentals and would be highly unlikely to return to 
Toronto next season, which we know Dubas doesn’t prefer. But closing 
time at the bar is fast approaching and if Dubas wants to add some safe, 
stable options, these two are likely at the top of the list. 

Steeves could be fourth-line option for the Leafs in a few years, but he’s 
developing more and more sandpaper in his game and could be the type 
of player the Jets covet. 

Another option to explore would be moving one of Justin Holl or Travis 
Dermott as part of a package for one of these forwards, though that 
would still likely mean adding another defenceman to upgrade their blue 
line. 

Murat Ates (Jets beat writer) on why the Jets might do it: I would have to 
guess that the price on Stastny is similar to Copp. Wish for a first-round 
pick plus a B or C prospect, accept less than that if Winnipeg has to. 

Stastny is just as likely to be a pure rental as Copp — in his case, not 
because he’s sizing up his first crack at the UFA market but because of 
where’s he’s at in his career. He could be part of the solution in Winnipeg 
if he wants to be but it seems at least as likely that he’ll seek out the 
biggest contender that will have him. Colorado comes to mind, but that’s 
just a guess. 

Does Stastny’s experience as a rental — back in 2018 for Winnipeg, 
when he was simply excellent between Patrik Laine and Nikolaj Ehlers — 
add value? Does his age diminish it? Either way, he’s still having a 
highly-effective season, scoring at a 45 points-per-82 game pace, and is 
presently playing the role of defensive conscience on a line with Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler. He’s still good and should still have value. 

I think Copp has ever so slightly more value. Whereas I suspect the Jets 
would push hard for a first on Copp, a second-round pick and Steeves is 
probably a solid yes for Stastny. 

Anonymous executive’s take: That could work. It seems like they want a 
first-round pick but that could come down. So, that would make sense. 

The trade: 

Leafs acquire forward Dominik Kubalik 

Chicago Blackhawks acquire forward Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, Leafs 
2023 third-round pick 

Why the Leafs might do it: Kubalik strikes me as the kind of player Dubas 
would want to take a chance with and maybe even buy low on. He’s 
fallen off from his rookie season in 2019-20 when he scored 30 goals in 
68 games, undoubtedly. But there’s enough offensive skill there to 
possibly convince the Leafs that with continued on-ice development 
sessions, he could be of service to the Leafs in a depth role. It’s not quite 
full “Alex Galchenyuk experience,” but something along those lines. 

Also, the Leafs have put together a sizeable Czech contingent on their 
roster. Could Kubalik’s transition be quickened with David Kämpf, Ondřej 
Kaše and Petr Mrazek on the roster? And if so, would that be enough to 
help Dubas take a swing on a player that looks to need a reboot? 

Scott Powers (Blackhawks beat writer) on why the Blackhawks would do 
it: The Blackhawks would likely jump at that trade proposal. Honestly, it 
might just take that third-round pick to acquire Kubalik depending on 
what other teams are offering. The additional prospect would likely 
assure it. It’ll be interesting to see what sort of interest Kubalik gets at the 
deadline. He’s probably seen as just a rental because of his qualifying 
offer and down season, but there is definitely some offensive potential in 
his game. 

Anonymous executive’s take: The Blackhawks might get a third-round 
pick but that would be all for me. He was so good that first year but his 
game seems off. 

The trade: 

Leafs acquire forward Artturi Lehkonen 

Montreal Canadiens acquire goaltender Joseph Woll, Leafs 2023 third-
round pick 

Why the Leafs might do it: With this deal, you’d have to ask if Lehkonen 
is an upgrade on Kerfoot. He could very well be. In an informal poll of 
people throughout the NHL on this question, answers were varied. 
They’re different types of players, and different underlying stats favour 
each of them. All of that is why the offer comes in on the low side. 
Lehkonen would bring versatility and defensive capabilities to the Leafs 
lineup and would allow head coach Sheldon Keefe even more flexibility 
to move pieces around come playoff time. He’s been a reasonably 
consistent scorer in years past. If the Leafs see Lehkonen as a depth 
piece who could complement other skilled players, this is an addition that 
makes sense, though other teams inquiring about his services might see 
him as a more valuable piece. 

Arpon Basu (Canadiens beat writer) on why the Canadiens would not do 
it: This simply will not get it done. You might be right in wondering if 
Lehkonen is an upgrade on Kerfoot (I would argue he is, especially in 
playoff-style hockey) but the offer is ignoring two realities here. First, the 
Canadiens are under no obligation to trade him. He has one more year 
as an RFA and he is an extremely useful player who kills penalties at a 
high level and is able to apply pressure all over the ice. Second, if the 
Canadiens do decide to trade him, there will be a long list of teams lining 
up to acquire him. The combination of those two factors means teams 
will need to step up with a strong bid. And this is not a strong bid. 

Anonymous scout’s take: That works for both sides. That deal probably 
gets done. 

The trade: 

Leafs acquire Claude Giroux 

Philadelphia Flyers acquire defenceman Timothy Liljegren, Leafs 2022 
second-round pick 

Why the Leafs might do it: Let’s start with a caveat: This is mostly a 
thought exercise. It feels unlikely as there’s undoubtedly a list of teams 
far ahead of the Leafs in the bidding for Giroux. 

His $8.275 cap hit would come at a price for a rental that the Leafs would 
undoubtedly know they could not afford to bring back next season. But 
the Leafs would have a top-six that could be too much to handle for some 
opposition blue lines. 

Giroux would likely move from centre to the left wing of John Tavares 
and William Nylander. He has a full no-move clause. Would he see 
enough in the Leafs roster to want to join them for a playoff run? 

Because with Giroux, the chances of the Leafs toppling either the Tampa 
Bay Lightning or the Florida Panthers get that much better. 

I still wonder if Dubas is a little snake-bitten after going in on Foligno at 
the deadline last season and would prefer to add depth instead of making 
a splash. But if not and it’s a splash Dubas wants to make at forward, you 
could do a lot worse than Giroux. 

Charlie O’Connor (Flyers beat writer) on why the Flyers might do it: I 
can’t imagine that they would hang up the phone outright. With Philippe 
Myers gone, Ryan Ellis in the midst of what most likely will be a lost 
season, Justin Braun likely on his way out via trade or free agency, and a 
relatively weak RHD prospect pipeline beyond Western Michigan star 
Ronnie Attard, the Flyers are certainly in need of NHL-ready right-handed 
defensemen. Chuck Fletcher and ownership have made it clear that they 
aren’t about to embark on a traditional rebuild — more an “aggressive 
retool,” to use their words. Essentially, they want to be competitive again 
next season, and that goal looms large over their approach to the 
deadline. If they’re selling, they’re not necessarily looking for future 
assets only. They’d ideally add a piece or two that can help starting in 
2022-23. 
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The 22-year old Liljegren could certainly fit with those aims — he’s a 
young RHD who is already holding his own at the NHL level (and if you 
trust advanced metrics, outright thriving there) in a third-pair role. He’s a 
piece that could be penciled into the Philadelphia starting lineup next 
season at one of their areas of biggest weakness, and given his first-
round pick pedigree and obvious skill, there’s definite top-four 
defenseman upside here. One potential hangup? Fletcher might see 
Liljegren’s skillset as a bit redundant for a defense that already includes 
Travis Sanheim and Cam York, two offensively-oriented puck-movers. 
That’s certainly possible. But Liljegren is an intriguing enough young 
piece that I imagine the Flyers would have to strongly consider it, even 
without the presence of a first-round pick in the offer. 

Anonymous scout’s take: I would think the Leafs would accept that deal 
quickly, and Philadelphia probably wants to do better. If it was a first-
round pick and Liljegren, Philadelphia says yes and the Leafs say no. I’m 
not sure what the compromise would be. 
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Alex Ovechkin and Jaromir Jagr, companions in hockey history, are 
forever linked in D.C. 

 

By Barry Svrluga 

Columnist 

Today at 5:00 a.m. EDT 

 

The easiest and shortest line to draw between Alex Ovechkin and 
Jaromir Jagr comes on the NHL’s all-time goals list, on which for the 
moment they remain deadlocked: 766 to 766. With Ovechkin at 36, his 
march toward the all-time mark continues, and in that sense Jagr soon 
will be merely detritus in his wake. That club already includes so many of 
the game’s greatest names: Brett Hull and Marcel Dionne, Phil Esposito 
and Mike Gartner. 

But the most direct line between Jagr and Ovechkin is that, in 
Washington, the former’s failure was the prelude to the latter’s success. 
That’s an oversimplification but not by much. 

In the summer of 2001, the Capitals were in the midst of a stretch during 
which they made the playoffs 17 times in 19 seasons but only twice 
made it as far as the conference finals. They had an owner, Ted Leonsis, 
who was two years into having full control of the team and had pledged 
to contend for the Stanley Cup within five years. But there were 
problems: The club wasn’t good enough to break through in the 
postseason but wasn’t bad enough to land a high draft pick. 

“We had done a lot of analysis and study on what would be our options to 
break through,” Leonsis said by phone Friday. “And we knew we couldn’t 
get the free agents, through experience. We knew we weren’t going to 
get the game-changing young player through the draft drafting 15th every 
year. So we went for that third option, which was trade for a great, great 
player — and then sign him and retain him.” 

At the time, Ovechkin was a teenager in Moscow, but Jagr was an 
established star in Pittsburgh. He had led the NHL in points in each of the 
previous four seasons, in which his finishes in voting for the Hart Trophy 
as the league’s MVP were third, second, first and second. For 
Washington, parting with — checks notes because there’s very few 
Capitals fans who would remember this — Kris Beech, Ross Lupaschuk 
and Michal Sivek (combined career NHL goals: 28) for such a luminary 
was an obvious opportunity. 

“The expectation was: He would get us to the promised land,” Leonsis 
said. 

That didn’t happen and not close, so the easy and narrow assessment of 
both the trade and the Jagr era, such as it was, is that they were failures. 
To, as he said, “bind a Hall of Fame, great player to the fan base to the 
community,” Leonsis signed Jagr to a five-year, $55.4 million extension. 
In the six seasons before the trade, Jagr averaged 47 goals and 115 
points. In his two full seasons with the Capitals, those numbers dropped 
to 33.5 and 78. 

“When you look at his stats, they were great stats,” Leonsis said. “They 
just weren’t best-player-in-the-world stats at the time.” 

In Jagr’s first full season, the Capitals missed the playoffs by two points. 
In his next, they lost in the first round in six games. What the Capitals 
discovered was that he wasn’t at a good point in his life and he wasn’t a 
good fit on their roster. Years later, even as he went on to reestablish 
himself, that reality still seems to nag at Jagr. 

“My years in Washington, it wasn’t great years,” Jagr said during a 
between-periods interview on TNT this year. “I wanted to be the best, 
and it just didn’t work out. Right now, I still can’t apologize to the fans in 
Washington enough.” 

From Leonsis’s standpoint, that’s unnecessary. “I have nothing bad to 
say about Jaromir Jagr,” he said. 

What the Capitals did was learn from the Jagr experience. His trade to 
the New York Rangers midway through the 2003-04 season began a 
strip-down and rebuild that included the dealing of franchise mainstay 
Peter Bondra to Ottawa and resulted in the franchise’s worst season in 
more than a quarter of a century. But as Leonsis said, “We got lucky,” 
because in Ovechkin’s draft year, they leapfrogged Pittsburgh and 
Chicago to win the lottery and gain the No. 1 pick. 

But to hear Leonsis tell it, the connection between Jagr’s tenure and 
Ovechkin’s arrival doesn’t end with the trade of one and the selection of 
the other. Jagr was an everything-revolves-around-him character in 
accomplishments and ability, but the Capitals asked him to fit into a 
structure. When Ovechkin landed in Washington as a 20-year-old in the 
fall of 2005, it was basically declared: The structure would be his. 

“There was no debate, if you will, around how is this team going to 
develop and where is it going to go,” Leonsis said. “It was Alex’s team.” 

And look where it has led, to a place in the game’s history that was 
unimaginable back in those dark days of the rebuild. The all-time goals 
list reads: 1. Wayne Gretzky. 2. Gordie Howe. And, for now, 3. Jaromir 
Jagr, Alex Ovechkin. 

Consider that Gretzky scored his 894 in four different uniforms over 20 
seasons, and Howe scored his 801 over 25 seasons with Detroit and one 
final swan song with Hartford, and Ovechkin’s 766-and-counting in 17 
years in which he has worn only the uniform of the Capitals would have 
seemed unfathomable to anyone who followed this franchise before his 
arrival. That he transformed a sport and a team for a town was apparent 
long before he marched up this list, but it’s worth stating again and again 
in perpetuity. 

“About five years ago, I started saying, ‘Please don’t take Alex Ovechkin 
for granted,’ ” Leonsis said. 

That’s sage as Ovechkin continues to pour in goals at this late stage of 
his career, when the Capitals are a perennial playoff team and even have 
a legacy-securing Stanley Cup. But it’s more poignant, still, considering 
the painful steps it took to bring him here and the lessons learned along 
the way. Alex Ovechkin will soon pass Jaromir Jagr on the all-time goals 
list, and a stats page or summary can relay that information. But the Hall 
of Famers are linked not just by their position on the goals list but by their 
impact on a franchise — in totally different ways. 
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Anthony Mantha, back from shoulder surgery, is providing a spark for the 
Capitals 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Yesterday at 1:55 p.m. EST 

 

Anthony Mantha’s slow but steady crawl back to full health turned into a 
full sprint over the past month. The 27-year-old forward said he pushed 
his body to its limits as he finished a lengthy rehab after shoulder surgery 
in early November. 

Please answer some questions in this short survey about professional 
soccer and the 2022 Men's FIFA World Cup. 

So far, it has been worth it. The Capitals are 4-0-1 since Mantha 
reentered Washington’s lineup March 3. He has one goal and one assist 
in five games since returning. 

“The last little sprint to here from all-star break [the first week in February] 
was pretty intense for me workout-wise,” Mantha said. “And it was just 
new steps every other week or every week almost. From the mental side 
of it, it was awesome.” 

Mantha said his return was certainly accelerated “maybe a game or two” 
after key injuries to Washington’s forward corps, but he said he wasn’t 
rushed back. He said he would have slowed down if he had felt sore or 
off after any practice leading up to his return but no setbacks occurred. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov has a starring role, but Lars Eller plays the hero as 
Capitals top Canucks in OT 

“I was ready to go,” he said. “The main thing was they were asking me 
about my confidence level about getting hit and holding someone off and 
all of that. For me, I was ready.” 

Mantha’s return, along with his $5.7 million salary cap hit, was doable 
after Washington made a few injury-related roster moves. Winger Carl 
Hagelin was placed on long-term injured reserve after he was hit in the 
eye with a stick during practice. He needed surgery and is out 
indefinitely. 

Also, rookie Joe Snively underwent wrist surgery and will be out for a few 
weeks. 

That all opened the door for Mantha. His original rehab timeline was four 
to six months. He came back around the four-month mark. 

Mantha said he laid low in the days after his surgery and focused on rest. 
The first few weeks were about letting the swelling go down and moving 
as little as possible. 

At the four-week mark, Mantha ramped up his mobility. Progress came in 
the form of moving his arm centimeters at a time. After centimeters 
turned to inches, Mantha started lifting small weights to build back the 
muscle. 

About three months into Mantha’s rehab, he felt he was ahead of 
schedule, so he started to target an earlier return. 

He added heavier workouts and cardio to his exercises, and suddenly 
time started to fly by. He passed goal after goal and could feel his 
shoulder get stronger. Once trainers were happy about his off-ice 
progress, they cleared him to skate about four weeks ago. 

On the ice with Capitals strength and conditioning coach Mark Nemish, 
Mantha focused on getting his timing back and feeling comfortable. 

“The first time on the ice was fun — you were still happy to be back on,” 
Mantha said. “First practice with the team, even with a blue [noncontact 
jersey], you were happy.” 

Mantha practiced fully with the team only four times before he played 
March 3 against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“I was just happy to have a normal jersey on and be out there [early in 
the week] and kind of battle a little bit, and then the two guys being out 
speeded up things,” Mantha said. 

In his handful of games since, his presence on the ice has been notable: 
He has created space for his teammates and has been a reliable asset 
on the second line. 

There is a lingering reminder of the procedure, though. Doctors needed 
to make a three-inch incision to perform the surgery, which Mantha said 
left him with “a nice scar.” 

“My first thinking was to put a tattoo over it,” he said. “We will see how 
that goes. If there is something that really attracts my eye that I will 
maybe put over my chest, that would be good. If not, it’s whatever.” 
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NHL style power rankings: Buddy-cop suit matches, leaders with man 
buns and a welcome trend in jersey design 

 

Sara Civian 

12/03/2022 

 

Welcome back to the NHL style power rankings, folks. And you can 
exhale: We’re done assessing the fits from outdoor games — for now. 

With the Heritage Classic coming on Sunday, the big question on my 
mind is whether the Leafs will give us our first crumb of outfit content all 
season and show us the pregame outfit theme the team decides to go 
with? Let’s all stay on high alert for that. 

But in the meantime, we’ve been seeing a renaissance, if you will, of 
personal style in the dog days of the regular season. March shows us 
which guys really have fashion sense and which ones just had a few 
good first-half suits. That, and the hockey world is getting it right when it 
comes to specialty jersey design. 

Here are the picks. 

10. Victor Hedman 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 3 

Spring is in the air, and what better way to kick off March than some pink 
accents? Hedman nails the nicer weather vibes here without going full 
Easter bunny. The royal blue undershirt and tie were a really nice touch 
to complete the look. 

9. Victor Olofsson 

Debuting at 9 

Bottom right here: 

Thursday night vibes.#LetsGoBuffalo pic.twitter.com/vfFvoIykAU 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) March 10, 2022 

I don’t make the rules, but it makes sense that if you score a huge goal in 
a win to spoil Jack Eichel’s return to Buffalo, you get to make your debut 
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in the NHL style power rankings. Victor Olofsson has been an honorable 
mention before, but the purple-checkers, no-tie look sends him over the 
edge this time around. We’ve discussed “Joker purple” in the past with 
looks from Elvis Merzlikins, Ryan Reaves and others, and there’s a time 
and a place for Joker Purple, but this is not that. The deep purple on 
Hockey Is For Everyone Night with that backdrop is perfect. I also love 
that Olofsson’s teammate is in the background wearing basically the 
same thing, and Casey Fitzgerald is rocking the pride shirt with the same 
suit as well. 

High marks for all the Sabres on March 10, but the fact they’re all 
wearing the same thing highlights an important aspect that can 
completely change a look: the fit! Olofsson gets the highest marks for the 
fit of his suit. 

8. Adam Lowry 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 1 

In the top right: 

Game faces for arrivals  #GoJetsGo pic.twitter.com/0hd0xaJqT0 

— Winnipeg Jets (@NHLJets) March 2, 2022 

On the right: 

It’s a cold one in Winnipeg, these guys got the warm jackets memo 
 #GoJetsGo | #TBLvsWPG pic.twitter.com/DvXjL8N2zH 

— Winnipeg Jets (@NHLJets) March 8, 2022 

It’s easy to make a splash with unique patterns or almost costume-y 
suits. You see a lot of that here because I’m just happy some guys in this 
league have started showing personality. I like when outfits are 
interesting to look at, regardless of if I actually like the outfit or not. 

It probably takes more effort to do what Adam Lowry consistently does. 
He puts together great outfit after great outfit without going for the one-
time-wear suit or the flashy attention-grab. Where some of the outfits 
later on in these rankings are unrealistic in day-to-day life, Lowry is a 
great inspiration for any suit-wearer reading this. 

7. P.K. Subban 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 2 

Clean. No scheme🕵🏿   pic.twitter.com/FdIYIyjVMX 

— P.K. Subban (@PKSubban1) March 1, 2022 

I gotta be honest, I didn’t love the look in a vacuum. I immediately 
thought of Vincent Adultman from BoJack Horseman. But this kind of 
look is all about not taking yourself too seriously, and P.K. Subban 
tweeting an Inspector Gadget self-own made me laugh so hard. That 
counts for something these days. 

6. K’Andre Miller 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 4 

On the left: 

Game ready. pic.twitter.com/M901jp2bqm 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) February 26, 2022 

K’Andre Miller is back with this clean red number after a few rounds out 
of the style rankings. I’m sure he was serving looks during that time, but 
the Rangers had some sort of collaboration going on where they were 
strictly tweeting out pictures of their players in tracksuits. I’ve found in my 
few months doing this that that sort of stuff is inevitable, but the great 

looks will always surface, and Miller’s fashion consistency is no 
exception. 

This one shows the power of layering and the color wheel. 

5. Mathieu Joseph 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 3 

If Lowry is the NHL’s king of simplicity, Mathieu Joseph is the king of 
personal style. He’s establishing a look that feels like his as the season 
rolls on. The loosely buttoned suit jacket, the checkers, the pocket. You 
have a general idea of what he’s going to wear, but he always adds a 
little fun, whether it’s in one of his hats or the color scheme. 

4. Jonathan Huberdeau 

Debuting at 4 

On the right: 

"Ok boys big smiles"  #TimeToHunt pic.twitter.com/yMbP2BDPA2 

— Florida Panthers (@FlaPanthers) March 10, 2022 

White sneaks, a greyscale suit and a cool tie are a pretty solid recipe for 
success. So is 82 points in 58 games. Will we see Huberdeau’s fashion 
sense continue to blossom as the playoffs come around? 

3. Brad Marchand 

Debuting at 3 

VEGAS, BABY  pic.twitter.com/OCq3vDImfM 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 3, 2022 

I just want to know what led to this. Did David Pastrnak call Brad 
Marchand or did Marchand call Pastrnak? 

Love it or hate it (and if you hate this, you’ve gotta be a grumpy hater), 
it’s getting more likes, retweets and views than many other happenings in 
the hockey world simply by existing. We’re growing the game, one 
buddy-cop suit match at a time. Which one do you like better? I feel like it 
needs to be viewed as one cohesive outfit, but I unironically love 
Marchand’s whole get-up here, especially because he usually doesn’t 
dabble in things like this. Maybe after his latest suspension, he’ll be 
taking some of his edge to before the game. 

2. David Pastrnak 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 1 

ooh LA LA. pic.twitter.com/U2Mf3E2COa 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) March 1, 2022 

The sauce is drippin'   pic.twitter.com/NctgROwzkJ 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) February 27, 2022 

I had to separate Marchand and Pastrnak on this one because Pastrnak 
apparently woke up at the end of February and chose an absolutely zero-
damns-given approach to his fits. It’s not like that’s out of character, but 
he’s really turned on the jets off the ice as he’s done the same on the ice. 

If you’ve been following along with these rankings, you’ve probably 
realized that Pastrnak and Patrik Laine can basically do no wrong in my 
eyes. They are my fearless leaders, man buns and all. I know some of 
you disagree, and that’s OK. 

I also want to point out the nitro cold brew in Pastrnak’s hand in the 
picture with Marchand. This man is awake, alive and ready for whatever 
the world is throwing at him. I would trust him with my wardrobe, my 
power play and possibly my life. 
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1. Black Rosie 

You NEED Black Rosie in your wardrobe. 

— Metropolitan Riveters (@Riveters) February 16, 2022 

Something great has been happening in hockey, and it’s overdue: Teams 
are outsourcing jersey designs to talented creators within the 
communities the designs are intended to represent. The result? Some 
bad-ass jerseys, duh. We’ve seen it more than ever this season, and two 
of my personal favorites debuted recently with the NHL’s Canucks and 
the PHF’s Riveters. 

The Canucks wore these beauties on Friday, designed by Swedish, 
queer artist Mio (@flyerswitch). 

Jerseys tho     ⚧ pic.twitter.com/M7jJnaUzbA 

— Vancouver #Canucks (@Canucks) March 12, 2022 

Hi! I’m Mio, a queer artist from Sweden and I designed this years 
Canucks Pride Jerseys. 

I’m currently looking for work: my portfolio is https://t.co/pW9goESGwH 
and my email is [email protected]  ✨ https://t.co/X0jbfKj0t0 

— mio (@flyerswitch) March 8, 2022 

Inspired by @flyerswitch's queer experience and the beautiful landscape 
of British Columbia, dive into the details of the #Canucks 2022 Pride 
jersey. pic.twitter.com/QIvAwfmFsB 

— Vancouver #Canucks (@Canucks) March 8, 2022 

The Riveters debuted their Black Rosie jerseys Feb. 26, and they 
deserve all the hype they’re getting in hockey circles across the sport. 
Rosie the Riveter has been a feminist symbol since World War II. Black 
Girl Hockey Club designer and great Twitter follow Jordan Dabney 
(@notafan_jo) gave Rosie an intersectional upgrade that’s a homage to 
the many overlooked Black leaders who shaped hockey as we know it. 

since it's a bit unclear… 

hi i'm Jo, I'm the @BlackGirlHockey designer and I designed the Black 
Rosie @Riveters jersey 

my portfolio is here: https://t.co/OA8HMLlQsw 
pic.twitter.com/qn2Kk0fNm4 

— jo (@notafan_jo) February 25, 2022 

“From the surprising amount of positivity I got from people, to strangers 
DM’ing me telling me they finally feel represented in hockey, it doesn’t 
really feel like reality of what I helped create has settled in yet,” Dabney 
told The Athletic. “For the future, I want to design more jerseys for 
various teams and leagues, especially in hockey, if anything, to prove 
this wasn’t a fluke. People will definitely see my designs in hockey more 
often, hopefully soon, with teams they love and follow.” 

We saw the @Riveters rocking these sick jerseys, so we decided we had 
to get our hands on one! 

These sweaters honor the unsung heroines who paved the way for 
others, and the future of all strong women! 

Bid now to support @BlackGirlHockey: 
https://t.co/ZBNalAEBCy#GoAvsGo pic.twitter.com/doOVq1Lgyc 

— Colorado Avalanche (@Avalanche) March 8, 2022 

After checking out Dabney’s store, there’s no doubt in my mind we’ll be 
seeing much more from her. 
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The NHL's most dynamic forwards: Ranking the best (and worst) 
forwards at zone entries and rush offense 

 

Harman Dayal 

12/03/2022 

 

Moving the puck up ice and carrying it into the offensive zone is one of 
the most in-demand skills in the modern NHL. 

It requires high-end speed and sublime puck skills to carve through tight 
defensive structures in the neutral zone. Then there’s the challenge of 
actually converting those entries into dangerous rush chances — that 
part requires quality vision, playmaking and problem-solving skills to 
make smart plays at top speed. 

Forwards who can master this transition offense skill set can 
singlehandedly drive a line with their ability to transport the puck into the 
offensive zone. 

That raises a few questions: Which forwards are the most dominant at 
transporting the puck? Who creates rush scoring chances at will? And 
conversely, which forwards struggle in these areas? 

Let’s dig into microstats to find some of those answers. 

What are entry stats and why do they matter? 

There are two main stats we’ll be looking at for this piece, both are pretty 
simple. The first will be offensive zone carries, ie: how often you’re 
lugging the puck into the attacking zone. Second, we’ll filter those entries 
to see how many of them directly lead to scoring chances because a 
controlled entry is great but a rush scoring chance is even better. 

Before we analyze which players excel at creating offensive zone entries 
with possession, it’s important to clarify why they matter in the first place. 

Eric Tulsky, now an assistant general manager with the Hurricanes, 
conducted a study many years ago which found that zone entries with 
possession were twice as likely to result in shots and goals than dump-
ins on average. 

It’s still possible to be a very effective dump-and-chase team but if we’re 
strictly talking about creating offense, it’s a lot easier to do when you 
enter the zone with control. 

At an individual level, these entry stats can sometimes be predictive of 
offensive breakouts. I’ve seen lots of young forwards who are elite in 
transition despite mediocre production that eventually breakout a year or 
two later because they’ve learned how to convert more of their entries 
into high danger chances. 

Let’s take Andre Burakovsky for example. Burakovsky was struggling 
with 25 points in 74 games for the Capitals in 2018-19. But when you 
looked deeper into his transition profile, he was among elite company at 
transporting the puck into the offensive zone and given his combination 
of size, speed and skill, I advocated for his strong breakout potential. 
Here’s what Burakovsky’s transition profile looked like in Washington. 

Viz by CJ Turtoro 

With a fresh start in Colorado, Burakovsky broke out with 45 points in 58 
games the next season and he hasn’t looked back. This is a case where 
zone entry stats were ahead of the curve in seeing his high-end potential. 

The most prominent example of this is Jack Hughes. Hughes had a really 
tough rookie campaign, with just 21 points in 61 games and some of the 
public discourse started to sour on his potential as a franchise center. But 
while Hughes had trouble assertively driving play and creating consistent 
scoring chances as a rookie, the underlying microstats showed he was 
already one of the NHL’s elite forwards at creating offensive zone entries 
with possession. 
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Viz by CJ Turtoro 

This suggested Hughes would take off offensively as soon as he learned 
how to translate his entries into rush chances — and now two years later 
he’s got 43 points in 37 games. 

There are plenty of other forwards who fit a similar profile. Kevin Fiala 
started as a very inconsistent player in Nashville. Many in the analytics 
community, however, were really high on him because he dazzled in the 
neutral zone and could really tilt the ice. 

Sure enough, Fiala’s produced at around a 65 points per 82 games clip 
since being traded to the Wild. 

I could keep going on with examples but in all of these cases cited, the 
forwards showed incredible proficiency with entries prior to their big 
offensive pop. 

The takeaway is that young forwards who are elite at moving the puck up 
ice and into the offensive zone with control usually blossom into high-end 
top-six players even if they get off to a rocky start in their career. If you’re 
talented and skilled enough to be one of the NHL’s best at creating 
controlled entries, chances are you’re smart enough to eventually learn 
how to convert that into top-level production. 

This obviously isn’t a black and white rule. Some players completely lack 
the vision and offensive problem-solving skills to convert a high rate of 
entries into meaningful scoring chances (eg: Jake Virtanen). Just 
because a young forward has an excellent puck-moving profile doesn’t 
mean he’s an automatic pick to breakout, it’s just an intriguing starting 
indicator to at least ask questions and dive into some video. 

Now that we’ve established the relevancy of these entry stats, let’s get 
into more recent results. We’ll be leaning on Corey Sznajder’s manually 
tracked data. Sznajder contributed to Tulsky’s initial study on zone 
entries (Sznajder’s data was the one being analyzed) and his data is also 
what powered the transition profile graphics for the players we mentioned 
above. 

Since all of this data is manually collected, not every NHL game is 
tracked. Since I didn’t want to limit our analysis to this season’s limited 
sample size, I combined this season’s zone entry data with the 2020-21 
campaign’s results. Without further ado, let’s get into it. 

Which NHL forwards carry the puck into the offensive zone most often? 

Who creates the most controlled entries? 

Combined data via Corey Sznajder from 2020-21 to 2021-22 season. 
Players who haven’t played at least 45 games over the last two seasons 
were eliminated from the sample. 

I don’t think there should be any surprises among the first seven names. 
It’s a who’s who of speedy, elite forwards who can singlehandedly drive a 
line or in some cases even a team. 

Things get a little spicier at Nos. 8 and 9 with Carter Verhaeghe and 
Nazem Kadri. Both are similar in the sense that they’re above-average 
puck transporters who are providing elevated, elite zone entry results 
because of the special teams they play for. Colorado and Florida are the 
NHL’s most dominant rush teams — Verhaeghe and Kadri may not be 
top-10 transition forwards on true talent but they’re generating those 
kinds of numbers playing for these juggernaut teams. 

Kadri, for example, could very reliably create controlled entries and rush 
offense when he was with the Maple Leafs, but he was never elite in this 
area. 

Kadri’s been able to take the next step in this area with the Avalanche 
recently, which is part of the reason he’s exploded for 72 points in 55 
games. Any team interested in Kadri next free-agency, however, needs 
to be cognizant of how Colorado’s elite puck-moving defenders and 
overall team speed are creating a unique transition environment for him 
to flourish in a way that might not be replicable on other clubs. 

Verhaeghe’s in a similar boat. He’s got tremendous wheels but Florida’s 
clearly a team where it’s much easier for forwards to attack off the rush. 
Florida has three forwards (Verhaeghe, Anthony Duclair and Aleksander 
Barkov) who landed top-50 for carrying the puck into the offensive zone 
with possession and that doesn’t even include Bennett who just missed 
the cut at 54th. 

This data also highlights how St. Louis’ top-nine has been revitalized. 
The Blues’ days as a top contender seemed numbered after yet another 
first-round exit last year. But they’ve stormed bak as a legitimate 
darkhorse team this season in large part due to how much more dynamic 
their forward group is. St. Louis has always had a reputation as a 
heavier, wear you down on the forecheck type team, but they’ve added a 
new element of speed with Kyrou, Robert Thomas and newcomer Pavel 
Buchnevich all landing in the top-50. 

Ryan O’Reilly’s line will forecheck you into oblivion but St. Louis’ middle-
six offensive attack is now diversified in how it can create off the rush. 
The left side of their defense and goaltending still have question marks, 
but they boast one of the deepest top-nines in the NHL. 

Evan Rodrigues at No. 21 is a surprise. He’s never been a top neutral 
zone player until very recently but seems to have found a new stride in 
Pittsburgh. The tracked sample is pretty small here so I’m not sure how 
long Rodrigues would last this high on a list like this but it at least proves 
his breakout this season hasn’t been a complete fluke — he’s legitimately 
driving play on his own. I’ve made this point before but he’s not riding the 
coattails of a superstar like Sidney Crosby — in fact, Rodrigues has a 
dominant 57 percent scoring chance share in 541 5-on-5 minutes away 
from Crosby. 

I’m impressed with Mark Stone’s top-25 position. We know he’s an elite 
winger overall but skating is his biggest weakness, so the fact that he’s 
found a way to drive superb offensive entry results regardless is mighty 
impressive. 

Behind him, Jesper Bratt deserves way more recognition as one of the 
league’s budding young stars. Bratt’s notched 54 points in 52 games this 
season. He’s also a play-driving monster, dominating 59.3 percent of the 
expected goal share for his line. That mammoth territorial edge derives 
from how well he transports the puck up ice. 

New Jersey as a whole is quietly becoming a really fast team in 
transition. I saw the Devils live against the Canucks at Prudential Center 
last week and they were just relentless with their transition attack. 
Hughes and Nico Hischier play with a ton of pace through the middle and 
they’ve also got wingers like Bratt and Tomas Tatar who drive entries 
well. 

William Carrier is probably the biggest surprise in the top-50. 
Interestingly, he also ranked top-50 among forwards for entries in 
Sznajder’s 2018-2020 tracking sample so this is an area he’s excelled in 
for a while. Carrier’s counting stats have never jumped off the page but 
he’s quietly been an efficient bottom-six scorer in Vegas for years. He’s 
scored 1.77 points per hour at 5-on-5 since the 2019-20 season, a bona 
fide middle-six clip. 

Adrian Kempe’s taken a big step this season and part of that is him 
learning how to use his speed as a weapon in transition. Kempe had very 
mediocre entry numbers early in his career despite his skating but now 
he’s getting more puck touches off the rush and learning how to generate 
chances with it. 

The Kings have quietly assembled a number of players who can play fast 
with possession through the neutral zone. Viktor Arvidsson is also on this 
table. Tenacious, undersized speedster Trevor Moore landed just outside 
the top-50 forwards for possession entries — he’s emerged with 33 
points in 58 games this season. Arthur Kaliyev just missed the cut too. 
Andreas Athanasiou is another pure rush player. LA’s going to be a really 
fast, skilled team once more of its prospects graduate. 

Buffalo should be really encouraged to see Dylan Cozens on this list. 
He’s taken a nice step in his sophomore season, scoring at a 43-point 
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rate, but his neutral zone numbers suggest there’s a much higher ceiling 
for him to still unlock. 

Jack Roslovic is an interesting name toward the end of the list. He has 
dazzling speed and playmaking ability but his inconsistent puck 
management and careless defensive play undermine his compelling 
offensive potential. Roslovic has fallen out of favor in Columbus — it’ll be 
interesting to see if there’s a team that thinks it can optimize his skill set 
and put him in an environment that would accentuate his rush-based 
skills and minimize his defensive warts. 

Taylor Raddysh has a small sample of tracked data so I’m sure he won’t 
stay this high moving forward, but he’s shown some redeemable qualities 
in his rookie season. Tampa Bay’s always looking for ELC contributors 
that can slide up and down the lineup so it’ll be fascinating to see if he 
can show more as he matures in the league. 

Which NHL forwards carry the puck into the offensive zone least often? 

You honestly don’t need to be a great transition player to be an effective 
NHLer. There are so many other ways to make an impact. But I know 
many will be curious which players don’t carry the puck through the 
neutral zone from a stylistic point of view so I figured I’d share that for 
reference. 

Who creates least controlled entries? 

Which NHL forwards are most dangerous off the rush? 

NHL's Most Dangerous Rush Forwards 

Combined data via Corey Sznajder from 2020-21 to 2021-22 season. 
Players who haven’t played at least 45 games over the last two seasons 
were eliminated from the sample. 

This stat looks at how many of a player’s controlled entries have directly 
led to a rush scoring chance. So let’s say Player A carried the puck into 
the zone and setup Player B for a slot chance, Player A would still get 
credit in this stat for leading an entry that resulted in a scoring chance. 

Connor McDavid was just behind Mathew Barzal for overall controlled 
entries, but he blows every player out of the water in terms of generating 
rush chances. The gap between McDavid at No. 1 and Nathan 
MacKinnon at No. 2 for rush chances is equivalent to the gap between 
No. 2 MacKinnon and No. 29 Roope Hintz. Nobody comes close to 
touching McDavid’s greatness in transition. 

It’s really interesting to see Auston Matthews crack the top-five. 
Matthews isn’t the fastest player but he’s one of the most efficient at 
converting his carries into dangerous scoring opportunities. 

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis impressively landed in the top-20. Jarvis 
has notched 20 points in 45 games this season playing just 13 and a half 
minutes per game. For him to dominate in transition this early in his 
career, you’d have to think he’s a future All-Star. 

Wild center Frederick Gaudreau has flown under the radar but he’s 
shown very impressively off the rush in his small sample as a full-time 
NHLer. Gaudreau’s found a nice fit in Minnesota’s middle-six alongside 
Fiala and Matt Boldy, chipping in with 24 points in 49 games, nearly all of 
that production at 5-on-5. He’s been an excellent find and has another 
year left at a bargain $1.2 million cap hit. 

Nicolas Roy at No. 44 is a personal favorite of mine. Roy is a 6-foot-4 
center and while I wouldn’t describe him as dynamic he has nimble 
hands that allow him to make passing plays even in limited space at the 
offensive blue line. Roy’s been a strong two-way piece over the last 
couple of seasons and has chipped in 5-on-5 offense at a bona fide 
middle-six rate. Roy’s a pending RFA with arbitration rights and will have 
earned a considerable raise on the $750,000 he’s making this season. 

With Vegas right up against the cap, I’d be all over Roy as a trade or 
offer sheet target in the offseason if I was in the market for a middle-six 
center. There’s real potential here with his size, skill and transition 
acumen. 

Senators sophomore Tim Stützle hasn’t taken a huge leap with his 
offensive production but he generates chances at an elite rate off the 
rush. He’s still very raw and there’s plenty he needs to do to round his 
game out but there’s a really high ceiling to tap into here. 

Which forwards create entries but struggle to convert them into rush 
chances? 

I always believe it’s fascinating to look at the forwards who create entries 
at a decent clip but are very inefficient at turning those carry-ins into 
meaningful chances. If the player can improve in that facet, they’re got a 
much higher production upside. But, of course, some players just don’t 
have the playmaking chops or creativity and are prone to leading dead-
end entries. 

These players definitely aren’t bad — they’re skilled to be able to create 
the entries in the first place — but it’s a cohort of forwards that makes 
you ask questions and become more curious about individual situations. 

I found the forwards who had at least 7 carry-ins per 60 minutes and then 
looked into which ones had the lowest conversion rate for those into 
chances. 

Who can't turn carries into chances? 

Three young Rangers who were all highly touted first-round picks in 
Alexis Lafrenière, Kaapo Kakko and Filip Chytil are on this list. It makes 
you wonder: Is there something about New York’s development process 
or the system they play that makes it tough for these young, skilled 
forwards to find their footing? And if so, is there an opportunity for a 
prospective buyer to poach someone who’s fallen out of favor like Chytil 
and revitalize him in a new role that might be more conducive to rush 
offense? 

As a side note, there are a lot of people who’ve recently compared 
Lafrenière to Hughes in terms of No. 1 picks who had slow starts. I’m not 
doubting that Lafrenière can fulfill his potential but I don’t think they’re 
very similar players. Hughes was elite at creating zone entries with 
possession right from his rookie season, a crucial, dynamic offensive skill 
that Lafrenière doesn’t possess yet. 

Dillon Dube’s a strange one. He’s always been an excellent skater and 
used to create a lot of controlled entries in years past. It felt like his 
breakout would just require him learning how to mix speeds and be a bit 
more unpredictable off the rush. But for whatever reason his carry-in rate 
has dropped and he’s still running into the same problems of turning 
rushes into actual chances. That explains why his production has 
regressed. 

Kirby Dach also catches the eye. He’s consistently created tons of 
controlled entries since he basically entered the league. Dach’s only 21 
so unless you think there’s a bigger picture issue with his playmaking and 
hockey sense, there’s still plenty of untapped upside in his game. 

Harman Dayal is a staff writer for The Athletic covering the Vancouver 
Canucks. He combines NHL video and data analysis and tracks 
microstats as part of his coverage. Follow Harman on Twitter 
@harmandayal2. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Oilers are gaining steam — and the timing couldn’t be 
better 

 

Mark Spector 
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EDMONTON — It is one thing to play the Tampa Bay Lightning hard, 
outshoot them 30-23, and walk away after a 5-3 loss with your head held 
high. Nice try, played well, and all that rot.  

It is quite another, however, to outplay the two-time Stanley Cup champs 
for most of 60 minutes and walk away with a commanding 4-1 win, as the 
Edmonton Oilers did on a raucous Saturday night at a nearly sold-out 
Rogers Place.  

Look, when it comes to the National Hockey League playoffs, it's less 
about where you finish, and more about how you are playing when the 
tournament begins. We can’t all be the Calgary Flames — winning every 
night and miles ahead of everyone in first place, their game an 
impeccable product that reeks of pending playoff success.  

Edmonton is fighting for a spot. But with a new coach, and players 
beginning to return from injury, you’ve got to admit: they’re game is 
trending in a direction that will give them a chance when we start playing 
for real. 

“We’ve spent a lot of time over the last three and a half weeks or so on 
rounding out our five-on-five game — specifically defensively. We haven’t 
given up a lot,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, whose Oilers outshot 
Tampa 49-32 and never trailed Saturday. “That’s a positive sign for our 
team, because I think as you work your way down the stretch run and 
into playoff rounds it comes down to your five-on-five game.”  

And the other thing? Edmonton’s best hockey of late has come in games 
against Tampa, Carolina, Washington, Calgary and Florida. 

“Those are the best teams in the league,” said Leon Draisaitl, who sewed 
this one up with a breakaway goal that made it 3-1 late. “We have had a 
lot of them against us in the last couple of weeks and we have played 
well every game. We are hurting a little bit right now and it is going to 
help is a lot when those top guys are coming back. But all-in-all, I think 
we are finding our gear here and taking steps in the right direction.” 

Connor McDavid opened this Hockey Night in Canada affair with a 
trademark goal, going wide on Victor Hedman and depositing the puck 
behind backup Brian Elliott, who was stellar. This one could have been 
worse — Edmonton went 1-for-7 on the powerplay, although McDavid’s 
crucial powerplay marker made it 2-0 right before the second 
intermission, a huge goal.  

“The PK was really good,” pointed out Draisaitl, a unit that was perfect in 
four attempts — including a critical, lengthy five-on-three in a one-goal 
game in the third period. “I think our power play could have been sharper, 
but we did score a big goal to make it 2-0 at the end of the second there. 
You have to find the right time to score sometimes too. We did that and, 
five-on-five, I thought we were really solid.”  

Solid?  

How about big Mikko Koskinen, who quietly has shed his label as a 
goalie prone to the bad goal, and taken over the No. 1 job in Edmonton. 
The “Three Metres of Koskinen” is 9-1-2 in his last 12 starts, and with 
home games on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday against Detroit, 
Buffalo, and New Jersey respectively, you can bet Koskinen will get two 
of the three as the Oilers enter the easier stretch of a five-game 
homestand having won the opening two games against Washington and 
Tampa.  

Tyson Barrie and Josh Archibald returned to the lineup Saturday, and 
Zack Kassian had another strong game coming back from a broken 
orbital/cheek bone. Jesse Puljujarvi is now skating in regular practices as 
well, leaving Ryan Nugent-Hopkins as the only major part still absent, 
once Puljujarvi returns.  

One might say, if this Oilers team can find some health, they might just 
be acquiring their game at an opportune time.  

“I like a lot of things about our game,” said McDavid (32-51-83), who 
moved back into the NHL scoring lead. “Our power play could have been 
better, but we found a way to get a big goal there. Obviously our PK 
stepped up — that five-on-three was serious — and Leo and Nurse were 

blocking those shots, Dunc (Duncan Keith) doing a great job, and Mikko 
doing his thing. I thought it was a well-rounded win.”  

A win is great.  

But learning how to win? That’s what is really important around here, for 
an up and down team that is trying to find a consistent groove.  

“We had 49 shots on net tonight. That’s a real positive sign offensively, 
and we hit numerous posts and crossbars,” said Woodcroft, whose 
troops will get a day off of practice on Sunday. “We went into that third 
period against the two-time Stanley Cup champions and I thought we 
played a really mature third period.  

“It didn't go exactly according to script. There were some high drama 
moments. But we found a way to get the win.”  

They’re right in the race, these Oilers, and looking like a team that is 
finding a sustainable game.  

Their timing couldn’t be better. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With continued dominance, Flames justifying excitement 
for playoffs in Calgary 

 

Eric Francis 

March 12, 2022, 11:25 PM 

 

CALGARY – Ever watched a cat toy with a mouse? 

Mice around the world have a better chance than the Detroit Red Wings 
had on Saturday. 

In a game that featured relatively few penalty calls, the Flames found 
themselves on what looked like a 40-minute power play to open a game 
they went on to win 3-0. 

The only time it seemed fair was when the Flames played short a man, 
although the Wings recorded just one shot over their pair of man 
advantages.  

It wasn’t until late in the second period that the Wings had their first shot 
on goal from within 40 feet – a Givani Smith offering from 28-feet out that 
was their fifth shot of the night. 

At that point the Flames had solved Thomas Greiss with only one of their 
31 salvos, keeping things somewhat interesting into the third. 

It was then Tyler Toffoli and Blake Coleman who scored to finish off the 
Wings.  

It was a night that said as much about the dominance of the Calgary 
Flames these days as it does about how far the rebuilding Wings are 
from respectability. 

The win gives the Flames a 16-2-1 record the last six weeks, allowing 
them to surge well ahead of the Pacific division, not to mention the 
league’s watch list. 

Their run includes a 14-1-1 spree at home during which Elias Lindholm 
has points in every game, adding up to 23 all told. 

His first-period goal Saturday was his 16th in his last 17 games – a run 
that has him leading all NHL scorers in that span, including Hart/Rocket 
Richard favourite Auston Matthews. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 13, 2022 

 

Hitting the 30-goal mark for the first time with a lengthy snapper midway 
through the opening period, making him the first Flames to score 30 in 
under 60 games since Jarome Iginla in 2006-07. 

Not bad for a guy garnering plenty of attention this season for being 
amongst the NHL’s top defensive forwards, at a league-best plus-45. 

“It’s nice to get to 30 – I’ve been close a couple times, but haven’t been 
able to get there,” said Lindholm, who isn’t far behind Joe Mullen’s 
franchise record of plus-51 in 1988-89.    

“We played well. Made it hard on them. The shots kind of ended up that 
way. We spent the majority of the time in the o-zone. It’s fun to be down 
there.” 

In a week that has seen the Flames beat their provincial rival, the 
league’s first-place team, and the two-time defending champs, this had 
trap game written all over it. 

Well, the only trap was the one in the Wings end, where it seemed 90 per 
cent of the game was played. 

A raucous crowd of 17,658 celebrated 80’s Night at the Saddledome, a 
perfect throwback to the dominant Flames teams late in that decade. 

At one point the Wings went almost a full 20 minutes between shots, 
making it an interesting challenge for Jacob Markstrom to finish with 19 
saves. 

His nine shutouts this season has him three up on Ilya Sorokin for the 
league lead, and leaves him just one short of Miikka Kiprusoff’s franchise 
record for a season. 

“It’s definitely a team stat,” said Markstrom. 

“I try to tell the guys to keep it going and keep playing this way. It’s fun to 
be a goalie on this team. This whole home stretch has been awesome. 
Since we got full capacity, the Dome has been great. They’re helping us 
a lot, and it’s extra motivating to play better and get some extra 
momentum swings in a game when it’s really tight.” 

Excitement is building in a town that has every reason to believe this 
team is capable of a lengthy run this spring. 

The buzz in a near-capacity Dome Saturday was ratcheted up after 
Toffoli put the Flames up 2-0 midway through the third period with the 
team’s second power-play goal. 

Coleman salted it away with a net-crashing jam-job in the final five 
minutes. 

For the second-straight game, the opposition took exception to a late 
Sean Monahan hit, prompting the crowd to chant “Looch” as veteran 
winger Milan Lucic dropped the gloves with Smith. 

A rematch with the top-ranked Avs in Colorado Sunday will be the 
Flames’ fifth game in seven nights, making their remarkable run all the 
more impressive. 

Minutes before warmup the Flames announced Oliver Kylington was out 
day-to-day with a lower-body injury. It marked just the second man-game 
lost to injury this season for a Flames blueliner. 

“Surprise to me too,” said Sutter. “He had a full practice (Friday).” 

It opened the door for Michael Stone to play for just the third time this 
season, and his first since Dec. 5. The veteran played 18 minutes 
Saturday alongside Chris Tanev, picking up an assist on Coleman’s goal. 

“Proud of his effort,” said Sutter of the team’s seventh defenceman. “Tells 
you about what he puts in every day.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Edmundson provides 'presence' Canadiens missed in 
long-anticipated return 

 

Eric Engels 

March 13, 2022, 12:35 AM 

 

MONTREAL — They were 17 minutes Joel Edmundson had no 
guarantee of playing this season, and perhaps the happiest 17 minutes 
he’s experienced since last July. 

It had been a torturous eight-month break for the 6-foot-5 defenceman. It 
started with a loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Stanley Cup Final, 
and it lasted longer than he or anyone around him hoped it would. 

Edmundson showed up at Canadiens training camp in September and 
suffered a back injury on Day 1. He was initially listed as day-to-day, but 
the days kept going by and he kept regressing. 

With his injury not healing imminently, Edmundson left Montreal for 
Manitoba on Oct. 20 to tend to his father, Bob, who was losing his battle 
with lung cancer. It was upon his father’s urging, he quickly returned to 
the Canadiens in the hopes of getting back into a game while his father 
could still watch him play. 

It looked like Edmundson was going to fulfill that wish in November, but 
he suffered a setback. 

He jumped back into practice again in December and suffered another 
one. 

Edmundson went back to his hometown of Brandon for Christmas, and 
then was sent back by his father with that same wish again. 

Upon Edmundson’s return to Montreal, he was placed in COVID protocol. 

Less than two weeks later, on Jan. 7, Bob succumbed to his disease. He 
was just 61 years old. 

Joel’s battle continued. First with more off-ice rehabilitation, which went 
so slowly that his return to game action this season became seriously 
doubtful. 

Then second opinions were sought, different options were considered, 
and a surgical procedure was placed on the table. 

But Edmundson managed to avoid that. 

He turned the corner, began practising again regularly, and finally got to 
a place where stepping into the lineup made sense. 

On Saturday, in front of 20,608 fans at the Bell Centre, the 28-year-old 
paired up with Jeff Petry, got two shots on net, had one blocked, and 
threw his 225-pound frame into six different members of the Seattle 
Kraken in what turned out to be a 4-3 shootout loss for the Canadiens. 
He used his stick for more than just shooting and passing—he caught 
Morgan Geekie with a punishing crosscheck on his second of 22 shifts in 
the game—and he put his body to work just as much in front of the net as 
he did in laying out those hits in the corners and along the boards. 

Edmundson had a presence out there. The kind of presence the 
Canadiens have missed all season—but particularly as they tumbled 
through their first 45 games down to last place in the NHL, where they 
still reside despite recently rattling off wins in seven of eight games. 

“We used to always say that about (Shea Weber),” said Brendan 
Gallagher. "(Presence is) a hard thing to describe. I know I’ve played 
against Eddy going back to juniors—you have no room in the corners, 
you have no room coming down the wall, you have no room in front of 
the net, you have to compete everywhere on the ice, and he makes his 
presence felt, I guess, is what I’m saying. Physicality, and he’s a very 
smart player. He’ll make good plays. Seems to be able to play with 
anyone they put him with. 
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“We’re happy to get him back.” 

Edmundson’s Canadiens teammates had been singing his praises for 
months—to us in the media, but also to management. In an interview we 
did with Canadiens executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff 
Gorton recently, he said, “Every time I met with a player, they talked to 
me about him.” 

In anticipation of Edmundson’s return, defenceman Chris Wideman 
called Edmundson “a tremendous player. 

“The guy’s won a Stanley Cup (with the St. Louis Blues in 2019), but his 
impact on this team—even while he hasn’t been playing—is 
unbelievable,” Wideman continued. “He’s had a tough year with some 
personal things (the death of his father) and some injuries. I’ve only been 
around him for a couple of months, (but) I love the guy. He’s like a 
brother and he treats everybody like a brother. He’s a huge part of this 
team and we’re all excited to have him back.” 

No one was more pleased about it than the man himself, who admittedly 
lost his wind a couple of times and also cramped up a bit in the third 
period. 

But Edmundson kept pressing, with his father in his heart and mind. 

“It’s been an emotional day, that’s for sure,” Edmundson said. “I think 
about him every day. And I was really hoping to get a goal tonight for 
him, but next goal is definitely going to be for him. I know he’s up there 
looking down on me, and he’s going to be with me the rest of my career 
and rest of my life. I definitely wouldn’t be here without him.” 

He wouldn’t have been in this game at all if not for the Canadiens’ 
medical staff, who recommended he skip Sunday’s game in Philadelphia 
against the Flyers before authorizing his return against the Kraken. 

But after receiving some treatment in Brossard, Que., to finish the 
weekend, Edmundson will be back out with his teammates on Tuesday 
against the Arizona Coyotes at the Bell Centre. 

He’s not taking that for granted. He never took playing for granted, and 
never got down despite all the turmoil he went through leading up to 
Saturday’s game. 

“It’s never fun to be injured,” Edmundson said. “Especially for a long 
period of time. For me, I was just trying to go to the rink every day and be 
positive. If you beat yourself up, it just drains you and you don’t have the 
energy to do the things you need to do at the rink. So, I just went to the 
rink every day with a positive mindset. Once I got on the ice, I was just 
trying to work as hard as I could to get back up to game speed because 
these guys have already played 57 games or whatever it is. It’s tough. It’s 
been tough, but I’ve enjoyed the hard work.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Connor Hellebuyck struggling, Dave Lowry faces 
toughest decision with Jets 

 

Ken Wiebe 

March 12, 2022, 9:25 AM 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. - It might be time for Dave Lowry and Wade Flaherty to 
take a slight detour from the plan that’s already been mapped out. 

There’s a pothole on this road and it looks like it could require some 
further attention. 

No, this is not to suggest for even a single second that there is even a 
hint of a goalie controversy with the Winnipeg Jets because that’s simply 
not the case. 

But after starting 49 of the first 59 games of this season, Connor 
Hellebuyck has hit a rough patch. 

Whether it’s due to fatigue or just a spell where things are not fully going 
his way is difficult to determine, but as the Jets get set to close out a 
three-game road trip on Sunday against the St. Louis Blues, it might 
serve all parties well to consider giving backup Eric Comrie another start. 

Would this be a tough decision for Lowry to make? Absolutely. 

Hellebuyck has been the backbone of the Jets for the bulk of his time 
with the organization, especially since taking over as the starter from 
Ondrej Pavelec and he’s carved out a reputation as a workhorse who 
competes hard and hates to cede the crease - even when the schedule is 
taxing. 

Hellebuyck has an incredible amount of self-belief - and that’s a 
compliment, not a critique. 

It’s an essential quality for the individuals who are literally the last line of 
defence. 

This isn’t about whether Hellebuyck still believes in himself, as his 
confidence remains high and he’s got the track record and Vezina Trophy 
hardware to back that up. 

But at a time when the Jets are trying to keep their slim playoff hopes 
alive, Hellebuyck has given up four or more goals in six consecutive 
starts, including Friday’s 5-2 loss to the New York Islanders at UBS 
Arena. 

That’s not to point the finger at Hellebuyck for the Jets not being able to 
string together their first three-game winning streak since early January. 

The Islanders ability to crash the crease and win a number of battles in 
front of the blue paint was the main reason the Jets slipped to 26-23-10 
on the season and remain five points out of the second wild card in the 
Western Conference with just 23 games to go in the campaign. 

For whatever reason, the red light has been going off behind Hellebuyck 
more than usual of late and that’s a trend that needs to change quickly, 
otherwise, the Jets will find themselves mathematically eliminated before 
long. 

Because of the compressed nature of the schedule, there isn’t much 
practice time available to sort through any technical issues that may have 
crept into Hellebuyck’s game. 

Rebound control is an area he would like to tidy up, but that could also be 
alleviated by some stronger play in front of him. 

That’s another subject entirely and it’s been compounded by poor puck 
management by the Jets of late. 

Despite going 4-2-1, there have been far too many instances of casual 
play with the puck in dangerous areas and those turnovers are often 
leading to goals against. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey was asked if it was fair for Hellebuyck 
to be receiving criticism for this recent stretch and he was fervent in 
backing his goaltender. 

“No, not at all. I mean, in fact, that's something that bothers me, because 
he's been the heart and soul of our team back there since we've been 
relevant in the league,” said Morrissey, who suited up in his 400th NHL 
game on Friday. “This guy battles and competes on pucks. And I mean, a 
few years ago, you look back at it, we wouldn't have been able to be 
even close to getting into the play-in series that year, if it wasn't for him, 
and, and last year as well. I understand that, when you're goaltender, you 
get that criticism and he puts more pressure on himself than any external 
source could, whether it's media or anything like that.” 
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Morrissey wasn’t done there. 

“But you know what, it's not fair to him. I mean, when you've got guys 
whacking at pucks in front of the net, that's a tough place to ask your 
goaltender to make a second, third, fourth save,” said Morrissey. “And I 
don't know, look at the Tampa Bay game. I mean, some pretty dangerous 
players walking down the pipe. Yeah, it's frustrating to hear that. I 
certainly know that everyone in that room has full confidence in 
(Hellebuyck) and the type of goaltender he is so we're not worried at all. 
We got to do a better job in front of him and make his job easier. We 
haven't been good enough in front of him defensively so I don't listen to 
that for a second.” 

Jets forward Nikolaj Ehlers was asked what his team could do in front of 
Hellebuyck to try and make life a little easier on him. 

“Everything that we can. It’s not like we’re going out there during a game 
and just not caring. That’s not the way our minds work,” said Ehlers, who 
set up Kyle Connor for his team-leading 36t goal of the season. “It’s not 
just (Hellebuyck) that it’s not going for. Yes, we just had two wins in a 
row, but we haven’t had the best stretch, so everyone is frustrated. 
(Hellebuyck) is a great goalie and you know, he’s trying to help us and 
we’re trying to help him. We’re trying to help each other, every single guy 
on this team, to get better and get the best out of every single guy.” 

Right now, getting the best out of Hellebuyck might mean giving him a 
few more days to reset, watch some video with his goalie coach and get 
himself prepared to face the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday as the 
Jets get set for the final three games before the arrival of the NHL trade 
deadline on Mar. 21. 

Now, it’s entirely possible that Hellebuyck could wake up feeling 
refreshed on Sunday and single-handedly steal Sunday’s game, putting 
his team on his back the way that he’s done so often over the course of 
his 355 starts over seven NHL seasons. 

That thought would certainly enter the minds of Lowry and Flaherty and 
could ultimately factor into the decision-making process. 

However, while Hellebuyck is battling through this hiccup, Comrie is 
enjoying the best stretch of his NHL career. 

Of course, it’s always important to remember the sample size remains 
incredibly small, with Comrie starting only 10 games so far this season 
and appearing in one more in relief, he’s won four consecutive starts and 
his numbers have continued to improve. 

With a 7-2-1 record, a .924 save % and 2.40 goals-against average, 
Comrie’s feeling great about his game and the job of the backup is to 
come in and support the starter, giving him a break when he needs one. 

In each of his 11 appearances, Comrie has allowed three goals or fewer, 
a strong sign of consistency. 

Comrie has already gone on the road into a hostile environment in St. 
Louis and provided a virtuoso performance back on Jan. 29 and the fact 
that was his first start since Dec. 10 made the feat even more impressive. 

Again, it’s important to remember that this would be a temporary fix, not a 
true challenge to the throne. 

Comrie is well aware of the role he’s been asked to play and he’s 
handling it extremely well. 

Even after making 33 saves against the New Jersey Devils on Thursday, 
Comrie was quick to praise Hellebuyck when asked a question about 
how he’s been handling the extended stretches between starts. 

He’s also shown that he’s deserving of being given more opportunities 
over time and Lowry doesn’t have to wait until the next set of games on 
consecutive days arrives on Mar. 22 and 23. 

For a guy who came into the campaign as a bit of a question mark 
considering the nine prior NHL games on his resume, Comrie has shown 
that the Jets faith in him during the offseason was justified. 

Giving Comrie the start on Sunday wouldn’t be used by Lowry as a 
motivational tool, he’s not about playing head games or putting his star 
goalie on notice. 

It would be a simple reward for a job well done. 

Nothing more, nothing less. 

History has also shown that Hellebuyck has often responded well when 
he’s been pushed - whether that was the Jets signing Steve Mason back 
in the summer of 2017 or decided to play Laurent Brossoit in the second 
and third games of the 2019-20 season. 

This is an entirely different set of circumstances, but such a decision 
could bring the desired effect. 

The Jets are going to need Hellebuyck to be a difference-maker down 
the stretch and giving him another little breather here might actually 
provide him with a better chance to achieve that aforementioned goal. 
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