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Pittsburgh Penguins outlast Carolina Hurricanes for 4-2 win in Metro Division game

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes gave it everything they had Sunday 
at Pittsburgh. 

Playing their second game in less than 22 hours, the Canes 
pushed the Penguins hard at PPG Paints Arena before 
losing 4-2 in the Metropolitan Division matchup. 

The Canes had 43 shots, 20 in the third period when goals 
by defenseman Brett Pesce and center Sebastian Aho gave 
them a chance to win. They were perfect in penalty-killing in 
the game. There was no late letup, no lack of stamina. 

“We played a good game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I’m happy with this game other than the result. I mean 
we played hard, especially considering the turnaround. We 
actually got better as the game went along.” 

It took 41 saves by Pens goalie Tristan Jarry to hold off the 
Canes (41-13-5), the Metro leaders. The Pens (36-15-9) led 
1-0 after the first period and 2-0 after two, but Carolina was 
at its best in the third, forechecking intensely and constantly 
attacking the net. 

Even after the Canes pulled goalie Antti Raanta for a sixth 
attacker with two minutes left in regulation and Sidney 
Crosby quickly scored for the Penguins with a 182-foot shot 
into an empty net, the Canes kept pushing. Aho scored to 
make it 3-2 and it wasn’t over until the Pens’ Zach Aston-
Reese scored a second empty-netter with 12 seconds 
remaining. 

“It was a good effort. Guys worked hard,” said Aho, who 
scored his 27th of the season. “That’s our thing, what we 
build on -- guys working hard. The effort was there but 
obviously you’ve got to be a little bit sharper. Just a little 
sharper on the details and having that killer instinct when you 
have a scoring chance.” 

Pesce, who had a career-high seven shots, finally beat Jarry 
after a strong forechecking shift by Vincent Trocheck’s line, 
ripping a shot from the top of the slot. That made it 2-1 at 

4:40 of the third, the Pens having gotten goals from forwards 
Brian Boyle in the first period and Danton Heinen in the 
second. 

“We had a ton of shots on net, it felt like,” Pesce said. “I 
thought we played a good game. We didn’t get the bounces. 
We had plenty of opportunities to win that game. Just 
sometimes, it’s the way it is.” 

It was the third and final game of the regular season between 
the Penguins, who stand second alone in the Metro with 81 
points, and the Canes, who have 87. Carolina won the first 
two games, both with Raanta in net. 

After Frederik Andersen returned Saturday to beat the 
Philadelphia Flyers at PNC Arena, Raanta was back Sunday 
for the second half of the back-to-back. Raanta had 36 saves 
Thursday in shutting out the Colorado Avalanche 2-0 -- the 
Avs’ first blanking in 100 games -- but had his three-game 
win streak end Sunday. 

The Pens’ first two goals came after the Canes failed on 
chances to clear their zone, Boyle getting a shot in the low 
slot and Heinen tipping in a shot by Mike Matheson. 

The Canes had too many attempts miss the net in the first 
two periods. One of the biggest misses was a shot by Steven 
Lorentz in the final seconds of the second, Jarry then using 
his body to shield Jesperi Kotkaniemi from the puck at the 
post after it hit the end boards. 

But Carolina outshot the Penguins 20-4 in the third. 

“It’s been like that all year, been like that all four years,” said 
Brind’Amour, who is in his fourth season as head coach. 
“The guys play hard and they don’t ever stop playing hard. 
That’s what I appreciate the most. We’re down in that game 
but it’s all about that next shift. 

“The guys just come out and try and play our game. We 
stuck with it the 60 minutes. It didn’t work out but it certainly 
could have.” 
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NHL trade deadline 2022: Which teams will be buyers, which will be sellers, and how 
aggressive will each team be? 

The NHL’s March 21 trade deadline is just a week away, and 
while the action has been slow so far, there’s been plenty of 
buzz about teams’ plans. When the chips start to fall, which 
teams will be the biggest buyers and sellers? 

The Athletic posed this question to the writers who know the 
teams best. The full count comes to 17 buyers and 15 
sellers, but the range of answers carried everything from 
“take your pick” to “BUY! BUY! BUY!” — with a few surprises 
in between. 

Here are our writers’ picks for the deadline’s buyers and 
sellers and how aggressive to expect each team to be: 

Anaheim Ducks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Pat Verbeek 
has been quite clear in his message. If he can’t re-sign the 
most notable Ducks players who are about to hit 
unrestricted-free-agent status, he’s going to want something 
in return rather than just letting them walk after the season. 
I’m skeptical the team will do a full sell-off, but I do expect a 
familiar name or two to be on the move. And with the team 
starting to shift toward a new core that’s under construction, 
acquiring some quality assets to grow with the group may be 
the more prudent strategy. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Fairly 
aggressive. Ultimately, Arizona has two things to sell: players 
on expiring contracts, such as Phil Kessel, and maybe more 
importantly, the cap space needed by cash-strapped teams 
to afford the reinforcements they’re trying to add via trade. 
Positioning themselves as a third-party broker — to help 
teams get their own trades across the finish line, in exchange 
for a draft-choice sweetener — could be the Coyotes’ most 
significant role at this deadline. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Bruins are 
trying to cover multiple bases. They will be aggressive to 
maximize Patrice Bergeron’s window. But they’re also 
building for when Bergeron is gone, which could be as soon 
as next year. As such, term will be important when acquiring 
reinforcements. Rentals are unlikely. They will also be limited 
with a prospect pool that is shallower than those of some of 
their competitors. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Sabres 
have 10 pending UFAs. Obviously, they won’t trade all of 
them — but they’d be willing to do so. The final 20 games 
after the deadline will be a push toward next season in 
Buffalo. They’ll be looking at prospects down the stretch, 

putting Cody Eakin, Colin Miller, Robert Hagg and the other 
rental options on the sideline. They’d rather get something 
for them than scratch them, so they’ll be making calls. — 
John Vogl 

Calgary Flames: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Flames 
already made an impactful move picking up Tyler Toffoli from 
the Canadiens. The team is tight to the cap, but I still think 
we could see at least one more move by the deadline — 
either for a third-line centre or a depth defender — and 
maybe even two if general manager Brad Treliving can move 
some money off the books via trade or sending a player or 
two to the minors. — Hailey Salvian  

Carolina Hurricanes: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? I don’t think the 
Hurricanes have the cap space to be super aggressive, but 
looking around the league, who does? I expect some three-
way trades and offloading, for sure, as we approach the 
deadline. The Canes also don’t have their 2022 first-round 
pick, so I do think that’s where other teams might weaponize 
and win out on some of the bigger moves this year. But the 
Canes want another defenseman, so who knows what they 
might be able to finesse. — Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The 
Blackhawks will be as aggressive as Marc-André Fleury 
allows them to be. The reigning Vezina winner is the only 
high-end trade chip they have, and he has yet to decide if he 
wants to play out the season in Chicago or make a run at a 
fourth Stanley Cup elsewhere. Beyond Fleury, the 
Blackhawks will try to maximize their bevy of useful rentals 
such as Dominik Kubalik, Calvin de Haan, Ryan Carpenter, 
and perhaps even Dylan Strome. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Joe Sakic isn’t 
one to make rash decisions, but he’s going to be aggressive 
upgrading his team. It’s an all-in year for Colorado, and if an 
opportunity is there, he’ll seize it. But he’s likely going to be 
resistant to moving top prospects Bowen Byram and Alex 
Newhook, who have both already shown they’re NHL 
contributors. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Blue 
Jackets have been better than expected, but they’re out of a 
playoff spot by double-digit points and GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
has the future on his mind. He has too much respect for how 
this group has battled to gut the room of veterans — or hope. 
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But the likely candidates to move are winger Max Domi and 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, both pending UFAs. There 
could be surprises, such as the Blue Jackets adding 
picks/prospects in exchange for taking on other teams’ bad 
contracts. They are willing to weaponize their salary cap 
room. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Stars 
would fall under the buyer category but are unlikely to be big 
players on the buyers’ market because most of their pieces 
that would be considered “assets” are part of the 
organization’s vision for the future. The Stars also don’t have 
much salary cap space to work with. They could try to add a 
depth piece in the bottom six, but that’s likely the extent of 
what they do. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? As Steve 
Yzerman showed last year with the Anthony Mantha trade, 
he’ll make big moves for the right return. But with the Red 
Wings starting to turn a corner in their rebuild, he no longer 
needs to aggressively sell. That doesn’t mean a big move 
can’t or won’t happen, but apart from the usual incentive to 
deal pending UFAs, Detroit’s finally in a spot where it can be 
more choosy at the deadline. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Ken 
Holland says the standings will dictate how active he is. He’s 
all but ruled out selling off assets, which makes sense 
because he doesn’t have much to sell anyway. Holland 
probably adds a bit to the roster, but not much. He doesn’t 
want to give up a first-round pick or top prospect, especially 
for a rental. The Oilers have cap concerns now and project to 
in the offseason, too. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Panthers 
are putting together an outstanding season, and with most of 
their core players in their primes, it only makes sense to go 
all-in now, especially when considering rising costs in the 
near future with Aleksander Barkov’s extension kicking in 
next year, and Jonathan Huberdeau up for a raise the 
following year. As stacked as they may be, considering the 
competition in the East, management may want to 
supplement their best to solidify that contender status. — 
Shayna Goldman 

Los Angeles Kings: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Kings have 
been hit by a rash of injuries this past week, but I don’t 
expect that to change their trade-deadline strategy. For the 
first time in a long time, they are not front-and-center sellers. 
Does this mean GM Rob Blake pushes all his chips in and 
makes a bold move? Not exactly. I would put the Kings in the 
category of “only if the right deal comes along.” Blake has 
been fairly conservative and there’s no reason to think he’ll 
have an abrupt change in philosophy at this stage. — Lisa 
Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Wild had 
dropped nine of their past 13 before Sunday’s late game 
against the Predators, so that great chemistry GM Bill Guerin 
was hesitant to disrupt is probably not as big a concern. But 
the Wild suddenly could use a center, a physical 
defenseman, some sandpaper at wing and maybe even a 
goalie. The Wild have a plan for long-term success, though, 
and it’s hard to believe Guerin will dish his first-round pick 
and top prospects. Now if they can buy one or two players 
that fit those descriptions at modest costs, this is the season 
to do it. This team looked like a contender until this recent 
bump in the road. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Apart from 
trading pending UFA Ben Chiarot, the Canadiens are in no 
hurry to make moves at the deadline. They have contracts 
they will want to part with, but a lot of their business might 
get done more easily in the summer. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Thing is, the 
Preds certainly could be selling too, if negotiations with Filip 
Forsberg’s agent — which clearly haven’t progressed much 
of late — don’t start advancing aggressively toward a long-
term deal. If David Poile is up against the deadline with no 
deal done, is he willing to risk losing Forsberg for nothing as 
he did Ryan Suter a decade ago? If an agreement is 
reached, or if Poile is OK looking at Forsberg as a rental for 
the postseason, he may also look to add forward depth. 
Nothing too expensive. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? At this stage, 
the Devils aren’t pure sellers. There has to be a tactical 
approach — more finding pieces to complement the core 
they’ve built than moving players for future assets. That may 
also mean moving a player under team control or with term, 
since they have so few pending UFAs. Don’t be surprised if 
they “buy,” either. Management will actively be looking for 
ways to solidify their crease. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Lou Lamoriello 
recently expressed confidence in his core group, so the 
Islanders aren’t likely to make any headlining trades. They’ll 
try to quickly retool to make another run next season. That 
said, they do have some depth pieces that might be of 
interest to other teams that could be moved for a minimal 
return, as well as a couple of guys — Semyon Varlamov and 
Scott Mayfield, specifically — who could be dangled in so-
called hockey deals. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Fairly 
aggressive. No legitimate playoff team has as much cap 
space as the Rangers, and few teams have as deep an 
asset pool. With Igor Shesterkin playing as well as he has 
this season, the time seems right for the Rangers to make 
some additions. — Arthur Staple 
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Ottawa Senators: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Senators’ 
placement near the bottom of the standings dictates they’re a 
seller at the deadline. But how aggressive they will be really 
depends on where they stand with Nick Paul and Anton 
Forsberg. Those two players would likely fetch the biggest 
return in any deadline deal for Ottawa, but there remains a 
chance both players could re-sign with the club too. If Paul 
re-signs and the Senators opt to hang onto Forsberg past the 
deadline, this should be a fairly quiet trade deadline from a 
seller’s perspective. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Pretty 
aggressive! Claude Giroux is obviously a potential option to 
be moved if he chooses to waive his no-move clause, and if 
he does, he’d be arguably the best player on the market. But 
expect the Flyers to also shop basically all of their pending 
UFAs, such as Justin Braun, Derick Brassard and Martin 
Jones. Chuck Fletcher and the Flyers are absolutely open for 
business. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Penguins 
wish to add another piece or two, but circumstance may stop 
them from being too aggressive. They don’t have many 
prospects that intrigue other teams, and Ron Hextall would 
prefer to keep his draft picks. That said, Sidney Crosby only 
has so many chances left to win a championship, thus, some 
aggression might be prudent from Hextall. — Josh Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Sharks 
have a few complementary players who could be traded 
before the deadline, like Alex Barabanov and Andrew 
Cogliano, but they will likely be less aggressive as a seller 
until they have a contract or determine it is time to trade No. 
1 Tomas Hertl. No contract could make them an aggressive 
seller close to the deadline. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Ron 
Francis has said he will listen to calls from every team. The 
Kraken are one of the teams in the mix to finish at the bottom 
of the NHL standings, ensuring a high draft pick, and they 
are in position to add draft capital to that pick at the deadline. 
— Ryan S. Clark 

St. Louis Blues: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? I expect the 
Blues will stay involved in a lot of discussions as they try to 
fill needs both on defense and on their fourth line. Despite a 
recent swoon, they still have a chance to finish second in the 
Central Division, and a top-pair blueliner would go a long 
way in securing that spot and making a postseason run. 
Also, while their top-nine forward group is deep and well-
balanced, the fourth line is lacking an identity, and a player 
with some sandpaper would be a big help. — Jeremy 
Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Julien 
BriseBois has tried to manage expectations for the deadline, 
noting the lack of cap space — and needs. But if there’s an 
opportunity to add difference-making depth up front or on the 
blueline, “nothing is off the table” when it comes to picks or 
prospects he’d give up. The top need would be a strong 
defensive forward who is hard to play against. — Joe Smith  

Toronto Maple Leafs: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? BUY! BUY! 
BUY! The Leafs are clearly buyers at the deadline. This team 
remains in Stanley Cup mode — trying to end a decades-
long championship drought. That means improving the roster 
as much as possible in any way possible while navigating 
real cap restraints. The Leafs have needs on their blue line 
right now, as well as on the wing of the second line and 
maybe even in goal. Just about everything outside the 
current roster (and even a few pieces within it) — draft picks, 
prospects — figures to be in play if the right deal comes 
along. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Canucks 
will sell pieces prior to next season, but it remains to be seen 
whether those moves will unfold ahead of this deadline or in 
the offseason. Pending UFA Tyler Motte is the likeliest player 
to go now, while Vancouver has time to make decisions on 
the likes of Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller. Vancouver has set 
high prices for its premium names. Contenders would really 
need to step up to snatch them before March 21. — Harman 
Dayal and Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Golden 
Knights’ deadline situation is more complicated than most 
due to all the injuries. Mark Stone and Alec Martinez have 
missed significant time with no certainty on timelines for 
return, and Robin Lehner and Brayden McNabb have both 
recently been added to the injured list. If Lehner’s injury is 
severe, I could see Vegas looking to buy a goalie at the 
deadline. However, if Vegas’ injury situation is too dire, I 
could even see them selling a small expiring contract like 
Mattias Janmark as they look to next season. — Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Brian 
MacLellan said March 2 that his team’s performance in the 
weeks leading up to the deadline would determine how 
aggressive he’d be. The Caps have responded by going 4-0-
1 in their five games since, a stretch that included wins over 
Eastern Conference-leading Carolina and Pacific Division-
leading Calgary. MacLellan doesn’t want to deal a top 
prospect or a high pick for a rental, buuuttt if that’s what it 
takes to reel in the right player at the right position (ahem 
Marc Andre-Fleury), the temptation may be hard to resist. — 
Tarik El-Bashir  
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Winnipeg Jets: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Even with the 
Jets still just points out of a playoff spot, GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff will likely be forced to concede that they are 
not a playoff team. If he does sell, his options are becoming 
less clear. Andrew Copp left Sunday’s game against the 
Blues after a high hit, and that could complicate things for 

potentially the team’s top trade asset. Nathan Beaulieu, 
another pending UFA with injury concerns, is in the same 
boat. Paul Stastny would likely be traded. And perhaps a 
defenceman with term would be moved. This is tougher to 
tell, despite interest in Brenden Dillon, but a move like that is 
probably more aggressive than Cheveldayoff is willing to be. 
— Murat Ates 
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Deadline week arrives, questions for the Rangers and Canucks, good times for the Sabres 
and Coyotes, and more 

By Sean McIndoe  

This is usually the spot where I do a long lead-in to the 
column, focusing on the league’s biggest stories. Most of you 
skip that part and go right to the rankings so you can get 
super mad that your 16th place team isn’t in the top five. 

It’s cool, we all know what we signed up for. 

But there’s really no need for any of that this week because 
we know what the big story is: The trade deadline, which is 
officially one week away. It’s been quiet so far, without a 
single trade since way back on March 2. It could stay that 
way, with Hockey Night in Canada suggesting that some of 
the bigger names might stay put and Pierre mostly backing 
that up. Lots of GMs are putting out the word that the market 
is slow, which they always do at this time of year. 

On the other hand, I just wrote about the lack of trades, 
which usually means that a dozen of them will happen 
between now and when I hit “send” on this post. Let’s see 
how much the hockey gods hate me these days. 

There was plenty of interesting action on the ice this 
weekend, including some head-to-head matchups between 
legitimate contenders and an outdoor game in Hamilton. If 
you missed the Heritage Classic, it saw the Sabres beat the 
Leafs in a 5-2 game that had some nice offensive creativity, 
a decent bit of intensity, and the mandatory awful Petr 
Mrazek goal. You can’t ask for much more from a showcase 
game. 

Yesterday also featured Mikko Koivu’s jersey retirement; you 
can see the whole ceremony here, and it was very cool that 
the Wild invited their only other retired number honoree to 
attend the event. Also, the Golden Knights might miss the 
playoffs and I am completely confused. Give me a week to 
think that one through and I’ll get back to you. 

Beyond that, there’s not much point treating this as a normal 
week, so let’s skip most of the preamble and get straight into 
the rankings, which feature most of the teams that you’d 
expect to be making the big moves. Or standing pat and 
making excuses. See that hockey gods? I’m practically 
daring you to drop a blockbuster first thing Monday morning. 

Do your worst. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

What do you even do against Connor McDavid? If Victor 
Hedman can’t even choose the wrong moment to blink 
against this guy, what chance do the mere mortals have? 

That Oilers win on Saturday was a fun one, with lots of star 
power and even a little bad blood. And speaking of the 
Lightning… 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (38-15-6, +31 true goals 
differential*) — I haven’t had the Lightning this low since the 
first week of December. This week isn’t so much about 

overreacting to a three-game losing streak, although that’s 
part of it. It’s just that the Flames have pushed their way past 
them, capped off with last week’s 4-1 win. 

We’ll get to the Flames in a second, but let’s look at that 
Lightning streak. A big part of it is that Andrei Vasilevskiy has 
cooled off, posting a save percentage under .900 in four 
straight before a standout performance last night. 
Goaltending is actually not a bad problem to have for a team 
like the Lightning, since you know Vasilevskiy will be back in 
top form soon. Beyond that, Joe goes into the fact and fiction 
of what’s actually happening. 

In terms of the Atlantic, the Lightning have lost some decent 
ground to the Panthers in the race for the top spot. But with 
the Maple Leafs’ goaltending in shambles, you could make 
the case that Tampa’s playoff path looks easier now than it 
did a few weeks ago. There’s no need to panic here, 
especially for a team that’s lived through the ups and downs 
of two titles. But they are wobbling right now. 

4. Calgary Flames (36-16-7, +59) — They seemed to run out 
of gas last night, dropping a disappointing 3-0 final to the 
Avalanche in what could have been a statement game. Still, 
it was just their fourth loss in their last 20, a stretch that’s 
included wins over the Knights, Leafs, Lightning, Wild (twice) 
and yes. the Avs. I wasn’t sure how high to rank them if they 
beat Colorado, and now I don’t have to worry about it. But 
they still deserve a promotion past Tampa Bay. 

3. Florida Panthers (40-13-6, +74) — Jonathan Huberdeau: 
Hart Trophy favorite or nah? 

That’s been the debate this week, with a four-point night 
against the Flyers moving Huberdeau firmly into the running 
for a scoring title. That’s usually enough to get you onto a 
majority of Hart ballots, even if you’re not much of a 
defensive presence, which Huberdeau certainly isn’t. Dom 
and Shay look past the points and come to the conclusion 
that Huberdeau may not even be the MVP of his own team. 
He didn’t help his case last night, taking the penalty that led 
to the Kings’ comeback. 

Whichever side of the debate you fall on, I think we can all 
agree that the far more important news is that Huberdeau is 
going to break the assists record for left-wingers, just like we 
told you someone would. It could even happen this week. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (41-13-5, +58) —  They posted an 
impressive (if controversial) win over the Avalanche and had 
won five straight before dropping yesterday’s meeting with 
the Penguins, but the big news of the week was the Jesperi 
Kotkanemi extension. It’s for a reported eight years at an 
AAV around $5 million – we don’t know for sure because it 
can’t be officially signed until after the deadline – and people 
have opinions. Some see a former third-overall pick in his 
fourth full season who’s yet to manage even a half-point-per-
game season but who keeps getting overrated and overpaid 
based on expectations he never meets. Others see a kid 
who’s still just 21 and is playing out of position on a stacked 
team, but who has the potential to see this deal turn into an 
enormous bargain through his prime years. 
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There’s an obvious risk here, even as most of us have 
learned not to bet against the Hurricanes front office. Sara 
figures the deal is about right; your local Habs fan may have 
a different opinion. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (42-13-5, +61) — I think we’ve 
officially seen a slump here. We’re not bumping them out of 
the top spot like some other rankings we could mention, but 
we’ll acknowledge that they seem a little less invincible than 
they did a week ago. Losses to the Devils, Hurricanes have 
put a dent in the old points percentage, temporarily dropping 
them down to second overall before a nice rebound win over 
the Flames last night. 

More importantly than the standings, they’ve lost Gabriel 
Landeskog and Samuel Girard to long-term injuries. Neither 
is expected to be any danger of missing the postseason, and 
the Avs are pretty much locked into the top spot in the 
Central, so maybe being shorthanded for a few weeks isn’t a 
big deal. It could also mean some extra flexibility for the 
deadline, so let’s see how this plays out. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers —  We spent a lot of the 
season’s first half arguing about the Rangers, with a lot of 
you wanting to see them in the top five and me pushing back 
that I didn’t quite trust them yet. I feel like hesitancy has held 
up reasonably well; the Rangers never faded like some 
expected, but they seem to have settled into a comfortable 
spot in the 6 – 10 range. A good team, maybe even a great 
one at times, not quite in the elite tier. 

That leads to the question of whether that’s good enough for 
now, or if there’s anything the team could do at the deadline 
to make a push for that top group. There’s a case to be 
made that they shouldn’t bother – this is a young team, the 
core is locked in, and just getting some playoff experience 
would be a win. The future is bright, and there’s no need to 
sacrifice any of it by getting impatient with the process. 

The counter to that would be Igor Shesterkin, who’s having 
one of the best goaltending seasons we’ve seen in the cap 
era. He’s only 26, and it’s fair to assume he’ll be a star in this 
league for the next decade, but you never really know with 
goalies. It’s possible this is his career year, right now, and 
maybe you want to take your big swing while you can. 

If there’s a temptation to push a few chips into the middle, a 
rough week may have lessened it, as the Rangers got 
smoked by both the Wild and the Blues. The St. Louis game 
was a weird one, with the team playing well enough to win 
but Shesterkin playing poorly, but that will happen to the best 
of them so maybe you write it off. On Saturday, Shesterkin 
had another iffy game, but this time the offense was there to 
pick him up in a 7-4 win. 

It’s all led to some murmurs about the team being too soft, 
which sounds a lot like what they were worried about last 
summer. There are always guys available at the deadline 
who can bang and crash, and some of them don’t even cost 
that much. Still, the Rangers have a ton of skill, and you’d 
hate to diminish that by trying to force a lunch pail identity 
that doesn’t fit. It’s a balancing act. 

If you’re Chris Drury, you probably want to make move 
without feeling like you have to. The Rangers have been 
mentioned as a Mark Giordano destination, JT Miller’s name 

comes up from time to time, and there’s still a chance that 
they decide to move Alexandar Georgiev in a bigger move 
for someone that will actually see the ice in the playoffs. 
Drury has options, but no glaring holes to fill. All told, that’s 
not a bad place for a rookie GM to be. 

This week serves us the Ducks and Islanders at home before 
weekend visits to Tampa and Carolina. Those may be the 
two games that tip the scales for Drury, as he gets to see 
how his team does on the road against two of the league’s 
best teams. Two wins in those games wouldn’t vault them to 
the top five, but it might inspire their GM to try to get them 
there. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

A very rough scene in Ottawa on Saturday as Chicago’s 
Connor Murphy was stretchered off after an awkward hit. 
Murphy has a history of concussions, but the news after the 
game was mostly positive. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (20-32-8, -51) — It’s not often that a team 
with a decade-long playoff drought that’s headed towards yet 
another season near the basement can have what you’d 
describe as a fun week, but here we are. The Sabres got to 
show some personality in the lead-up to yesterday’s outdoor 
game, and it all ended in a convincing win. 

But the real highlight to the week was the return of Jack 
Eichel, a game the Sabres won with help from goals by both 
Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs. It all led to Eichel’s memorable 
heel turn sound bite, which you have to admit was at least 
entertaining. To top it off, it was also Craig Anderson’s 300th 
career win. 

This team doesn’t win often, but this week they at least won 
the two that they’ll remember. 

4. Philadelphia Flyers (18-30-1, -54) — How do you lose a 
game to the league’s last-place team when you’re up with a 
minute left in regulation and on the powerplay? Answer: Be 
the Flyers. 

3. Seattle Kraken (18-37-6, -62) — They beat the Canadiens 
in a battle for lottery odds. Is that enough to nudge them a 
spot in the rankings? Sure, why not. Meanwhile, we seem to 
have finally reached the point where Ron Francis is going to 
use that cap space he’s been hoarding since the expansion 
draft. Let’s see what he does with it. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (16-35-8, -78) — Even with last 
night’s comeback win, they’re back in dead last in the 
standings, which just shows how big a hole they dug in the 
first half. They’re home for six straight now, which will take 
them past a deadline that should see at least a few moves. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (18-36-4, -59) — OK, sure, let me hear 
it… 

There it is. And yeah, the Coyotes have a strong case to 
move up this week. They spent the weekend in 30th overall, 
which isn’t great but it’s as high as they been in a while. If 
they have another week like this last one, they definitely 
have to be rewarded. 
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So, why not now? Two reasons. One, we move slowly 
around here by design, trying not to overreact to outliers. The 
Coyotes looked like world-beaters for a week, but it’s fair to 
say they built up quite the body of awful work before that, so 
let’s see if this sticks. Second, we’re trying to predict how the 
standings will look at the end of the year here, and Arizona 
goes into the deadline looking like a more motivated seller 
than the Kraken or Habs. I want to know what the roster 
even looks like a week from now. 

None of that takes away from what’s been an awesome 
stretch for Coyotes fans. Every now and then the hockey 
gods look down and decide a fan base has suffered enough 
and can have a little win streak, as a treat. Enjoy it while it 
lasts. 

Oh, there’s also this, because some of us just can’t have 
nice things. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — It’s fair to say it’s been a 
weird year in Vancouver. The season started off as a 
disaster that led to a coaching change, which briefly fixed 
everything. Since the end of the seven-game win streak that 
moved them back into contention, they’ve been… good? I’d 
say that they’ve been reasonably good. They’re 14-9-5 since 
the end of the streak, which is a 96-point full-season pace. 
They’ve beaten the Leafs twice, the Rangers once, and 
crushed the unbeatable Flames. Even factoring in last night’s 
loss to a tired Lightning squad, that’s solid work. 

Is it enough? 

That’s the thing about an 8-15-2 start. It raises the bar on 
what the rest of the year has to look like, and “solid work” 
won’t cut it anymore for a team with playoff aspirations. 
That’s made it easy to write off the Canucks from a distance, 
as yet another bad team that’s going to play just well enough 
to torpedo their draft pick. But as of this morning, Vancouver 
is still in this race, sitting just two points back of the Stars. 
Dallas has three games in hand, and there’s also the Golden 
Knights to deal with, so it’s a tougher climb than it sounds 
like, but Dom has the Canucks with a 26% chance of making 
the playoffs. That’s not great, but it’s not no-hope territory at 
all. 

OK, fine… so what do you do at the deadline if you’re Jim 
Rutherford and new GM Patrik Allvin? The J.T. Miller 
debates have been raging for weeks, and while it’s worth 
remembering that he has another year after this one left on 
his deal, you’d think the Canucks could get a windfall for him 
right now. It’s a tough call, as Allvin himself described to 
Pierre. Is it worth it to stay the course, make the playoffs, and 
then run into the Avalanche in round one? Maybe not, but 
we’ve seen weird stuff happen in the postseason. 

There’s also the Brock Boeser question, plus whether Allvin 
can clear some future cap space by moving guys like Tanner 
Pearson or even Conor Garland. Basically, the Canucks 
seem like a team that’s going to need to pick a lane. They 
haven’t made their choice quite yet, which is fine, but this is 
the week. They’ve got two very winnable games against the 
Devils and Red Wings, then another showdown with the 
Flames. Oh, and their first post-deadline game is in 
Colorado. 

Your move, Vancouver. 
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Hurricanes’ 3rd-period push comes up short in Pittsburgh 

By Cory Lavalette  

Coming off a couple of playoff-style wins in which they won 
third periods in tight games to move into the top spot in the 
NHL, the Carolina Hurricanes faced a different task Sunday 
afternoon in Pittsburgh. 

The result was different too. 

The Penguins entered the third period with a two-goal lead 
and survived a 20-shot third period by the Hurricanes to win 
4-2 and snap Carolina’s four-game winning streak. 

“I’m happy with this game other than the result,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We played hard.” 

Playing their third game in four nights, including back-to-back 
matinees with a lost hour for daylight saving time, the 
Hurricanes faced a two-goal deficit at the start of the third 
period. 

But rather than pack it in, Carolina unleashed an onslaught 
on the Penguins. 

The Hurricanes outshot Pittsburgh 20-4 in the final 20 
minutes — half of the home team’s shots went into an empty 
net — and finally solved Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry early 
in the third. 

After a prolonged cycle in the Penguins zone, Carolina 
halved the lead when defenseman Brett Pesce cleanly beat 
Jarry’s glove from the slot for his fifth goal of the season at 
4:40 of the third period. 

“I found a little soft spot,” said Pesce, who had a career-high 
seven shots on goal. “They were kind of at the top of the 
circles and (Vincent Trocheck) found me and I just tried to 
throw it on net.” 

The Hurricanes continued to pressure the Penguins and 
Jarry (41 saves), and Carolina pulled goalie Antti Raanta 
with under two minutes remaining. 

Unfortunately for the Hurricanes, Penguins captain Sidney 
Crosby quickly scored a 200-foot empty-net goal with 1:39 
remaining to reestablish Pittsburgh’s two-goal cushion. 

Sebastian Aho scored his 27th goal of the season 14 
seconds later with Raanta (18 saves) again on the bench, 

but Zach Aston-Reese sealed the win for the Penguins with a 
second empty-netter with 12 seconds remaining. 

“The whole season you’re gonna learn from every game … 
so it definitely helps when you get these experiences in the 
tight games,” Aho said. 

The Penguins staked themselves to a two-goal lead with 
goals in each of the opening two periods. 

In the final 75 seconds of the opening frame, Penguins 
center Brian Boyle rubbed out Teuvo Teravainen at the near 
boards then beat him to the front of the net, finishing off a 
pass from Teddy Blueger to open the scoring at 18:50 of the 
first. 

Pittsburgh doubled its lead just past the game’s midway 
point. 

After Nino Niederreiter turned the puck over at the Carolina 
blue line, Mike Matheson’s point shot was redirected by 
Danton Heinen and the puck trickled through Raanta to 
make it 2-0 at 11:14 of the second. 

“We gave up a couple, got some weird bounces and that 
happens,” Brind’Amour said. 

What comes next won’t be as easy as shaking off a hard-
fought loss. 

While the Hurricanes won’t play again until Thursday, the last 
time this season the team will have three days without 
games, they have nine in 15 days starting with that game in 
Toronto and have 23 games remaining with six weeks left in 
the regular season. 

The lessons learned in another tight game should help 
during the stretch run — and into the postseason. 

“I think we’re a very confident team and we’re comfortable 
playing at any score and any game,” Pesce said. “We have 
the confidence. We believe we’re going to win every night.” 

Notes: The Hurricanes outshot Pittsburgh 43-22 and are now 
6-5-0 when having at least 40 shots on goal. … Carolina had 
just one power play opportunity, the 10th time this season 
the Hurricanes have had one or zero power plays. 
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Recap: Canes Fall Short In Pittsburgh Despite Third Period Push 

Carolina outshot the Penguins 20-4 in the third period 

By Walt Ruff 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - Although the Carolina Hurricanes 
produced 43 shots on goal Sunday, the Pittsburgh Penguins 
came away with a 4-2 victory. 

Three Things: 

1) Tristan Jarry Played Like An All-Star Sunday 

Canes fans are well aware that Frederik Andersen 
represented the Metropolitan Division at the 2022 NHL All-
Star Game in February. The other Metro goalie? Pittsburgh's 
Jarry, who was fantastic throughout.  

Faced with a two-on-one just ten seconds in, the Penguins 
number one netminder set the tone for a strong afternoon, 
turning away Jordan Staal with his blocker. Ultimately 
highlighted by a stop on a Grade A-chance by Sebastian Aho 
during a second period power play, Jarry was the difference 
in earning his team a victory. 

When all was said and done, his afternoon concluded with 
41 stops. 

2) Antti Raanta Was Also Fantastic Again 

After earning victories against the Pens in both prior 
meetings this season, Raanta was tapped for his third start 
of the season against Pittsburgh. 

While it wasn't his busiest afternoon of the series, the Finn 
made timely stops when he needed to, including this 
sprawling side-to-side stop on Evan Rodrigues. Had it not 
been for Raanta's efforts early in the contest, the Penguins 
could have ran away with the contest in the early stages 

3) Don't Discredit The Third Period Effort 

In what was the third game in four days for the Canes, the 
second in 22 hours, the best period of all nine may have 
been Sunday's third. Outshooting the Penguins 20-4, the 
pressure put on by the visiting side inspired confidence that a 
second goal of the afternoon was coming. It did, but only 
after Pittsburgh had hit the empty net for the first time. 

Sebastian Aho tucked home a wraparound to bring his team 
back within one, but the game-tying goal was never found. 
Result aside, Carolina's output during the final 20 minutes 
had the home team on their heels for essentially the entirety 
of the final frame. 

What They Said: 

Rod Brind'Amour first discussing the play of Jarry and then 
touching on his team's side of things: 

"He played great. He made some big saves for them. He 
didn't have a bunch of tough ones, I don't think, but he 
certainly was really good when he had to be, especially 
early. We had a couple odd-man rushes early in the game 
and he had to make a couple saves to keep them in the 
game. We kind of had to chase the game and I don't want to 
say that they sat on the lead, but they didn't have to do 
anything because they were ahead. It was a good effort. I'm 
not disappointed at all with the way we played." 

Brett Pesce offering his thoughts on if he saw anything in 
particular that led to the third period push: 

"I think it was just the way that the game played out. I 
honestly thought we played a good game [as a whole]. 
Obviously we didn't get the bounces but we had plenty of 
opportunities to win that game." 

Sebastian Aho on if there's lessons to be learned in playing 
tight games against good opponents like today: 

"Absolutely. The whole season you're going to learn from 
every game. There's a lot of little details, it doesn't matter if 
it's six-on-five, or five-on-six. You obviously want to scout a 
little bit on what they do, but at the same time you have to 
come up with your own plays and try them. It definitely helps 
when you get the experience of these tight games. 
Pittsburgh is a great team too, so it helps. 

What's Next?: 

The team flies back to Raleigh tonight and is scheduled to 
have the day off Monday. They'll then get back to practice 
Tuesday ahead of a Wednesday flight to Toronto. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Brett Pesce had a career-high seven shots on goal 
in today's game. He also scored Carolina's first goal 
of the third period. 

 20 of Carolina's 43 shots came from a group of five 
defensemen today (Bear, Chatfield, Pesce, Skjei, 
Slavin). 

 Aho's empty net goal moves his current point streak 
to five games (3G, 2A). 

 Raanta finished with 18 saves when the afternoon 
was complete. 

 Carolina moves to 41-13-5 on the season. 
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Crosby extends point streak to nine, Penguins defeat Hurricanes 

By Wes Crosby  

PITTSBURGH -- Sidney Crosby extended his point streak to 
nine games, and the Pittsburgh Penguins defeated the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-2 at PPG Paints Arena on Sunday. 

Crosby gathered the puck below the goal line and shot it the 
length of the ice for an empty-net goal that put the Penguins 
ahead 3-1 at 18:21 of the third period. He's scored 12 points 
(six goals, six assists) during the streak. 

Tristan Jarry made 41 saves, and Brian Boyle had a goal 
and an assist for the Penguins (36-15-9), who are 5-1-1 in 
their past seven games and six points behind the Hurricanes 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division.  

"We had two really close games with them before, and I think 
we wanted to make this one count," Jarry said. "It was kind 
of our last crack at them, and we didn't want to lose a third 
one to them. It meant a lot, just because we might play them 
in the [Stanley Cup Playoffs]."  

Sebastian Aho and Brett Pesce scored, and Antti Raanta 
made 18 saves for Carolina (41-13-5), which had won four in 
a row and defeated Pittsburgh twice in the previous 21 days. 
The Hurricanes won 4-3 on Feb. 20, and 3-2 in overtime on 
March 4.  

"Guys play hard. They never stop playing hard," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's what I appreciate the 
most, really. We're down in that game. On the next shift, 
guys just come out and try, play our game. I thought we 
stuck with it for the 60 minutes. It didn't work out."  

Fourteen seconds after Crosby scored his empty-net goal, 
Aho tucked a shot inside the right post to cut it to 3-2 at 
18:35. 

However, Zach Aston-Reese scored another empty-net goal 
with 12 seconds remaining for the 4-2 final. 

"We had a good effort, guys worked hard," Aho said. "That's 
the thing. What we build on, guys are working hard. Effort 
was there, but obviously, have to be a little bit sharper. We 
had scoring chances. ... Just a little bit sharper in the details. 
Have that killer instinct when you have a scoring chance."  

Boyle put the Penguins ahead 1-0 at 18:50 of the first. Teddy 
Blueger skated behind the net before sending a backhand 

pass through the crease to the right face-off circle, where 
Boyle took it and skated in for a wrist shot.  

"I think we can beat any team really, look what we've done 
this year," Boyle said. "I think there's a confidence in our 
group. When we're playing the way we're capable of, we're a 
tough team to beat."  

Danton Heinen made it 2-0 at 11:14 of the second, deflecting 
a shot from Mike Matheson five-hole on Raanta. 

Evan Rodrigues nearly extended the lead on a wraparound 
earlier in the second, but Raanta got a piece of it with the 
handle of his stick before stretching for a pad save against 
the left post at 8:26. The call stood after a review determined 
the puck did not completely cross the goal line.  

"We have the ability to be opportunistic," Pittsburgh coach 
Mike Sullivan said. "We have some guys that compete hard 
and have the opportunity to finish. I don't think we had a 
significant amount of opportunities (22 shots on goal), but we 
had enough to find the back of the net."  

Pesce pulled the Hurricanes to within 2-1 on a shot from the 
high slot at 4:40 of the third, when Carolina outshot 
Pittsburgh 20-4.  

"It's just the way the game played out," Pesce said. "I 
honestly thought we played a good game. Obviously, we 
didn't get the bounces. We had plenty of opportunities to win 
that game. Sometimes, it just is the way it is."  

NOTES: Pittsburgh last won without Crosby scoring a point 
on Jan. 23, a 3-2 shootout victory against the Winnipeg Jets. 
… Carolina played for the third time in four days. It won 2-0 
against the Colorado Avalanche on Thursday before 
defeating the Philadelphia Flyers 3-1 on Saturday. … 
Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen had two shots on goal in 
10:40 of ice time in his 300th NHL game. He returned to the 
lineup after being a healthy scratch in a 5-2 win against the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Friday. … Pittsburgh defenseman 
Brian Dumoulin had two hits and two blocks in 18:27 after 
being sidelined with an illness unrelated to COVID-19 on 
Friday. … Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov was held 
without a point for the fifth time in seven games. He has one 
goal and one assist in that stretch and has scored one goal 
in his past 11 games. 
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Crosby scores, gets support, Penguins beat Hurricanes 4-2 

By Will Graves 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pittsburgh Penguins don’t lack 
finesse. Or skill. Or speed. 

Yet it takes more than that to survive in the playoffs. There’s 
a fair amount of grit involved. A willingness to get to spots on 
the ice that come at a physical price, too. Having a 
goaltender brimming with confidence helps. 

The Penguins showcased all of those attributes in a 4-2 win 
over Carolina on Sunday that could serve as a preview of 
what awaits when the postseason begins in May.  

Brian Boyle and Danton Heinen scored from in close, Sidney 
Crosby and Zach Aston-Reese provided some late cushion 
with empty-net scores and Tristan Jarry made 41 saves as 
Pittsburgh beat the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes 
for the first time in three tries this season. 

“We did a lot of little things well,” Heinen said. “We’re all 
competing and battling out there. They’re a good team. 
They’re going to make plays too. It’s a matter of bailing each 
other out every once in a while and (Jarry) was great back 
there.” 

Crosby’s goal was his 20th of the season, the 14th time in 
his career he’s reached that plateau, second-most among 
active players behind Washington’s Alex Ovechkin. 

Yet it was the production from other parts of the lineup that 
should give the Penguins cause for optimism with the trade 
deadline looming in a week. Pittsburgh general manager Ron 
Hextall is weighing whether to add a winger with a scoring 
touch after watching the club’s bottom six struggle in recent 
weeks. The former goaltender urged his role players to get to 
the front of the net in an effort to make something happen. 

Boyle and Heinen responded by scoring from a combined 6 
feet from the net while Aston-Reese’s tap-in empty-netter 
with 12 seconds left sealed it. 

“You want to have some traffic there (in front of the net),” 
Boyle said, later adding, “You can get rewarded there. Shots 
are coming. Sometimes it doesn’t feel the best, but that’s 
where goals can happen.” 

Brett Pesce scored his fifth goal of the season and Sebastian 
Aho added his 27th, but Carolina lost in regulation for just the 
second time in its last 12 games (9-2-1). Antti Raanta 
finished with 19 saves but had no real chance at stopping 
either of the two he let in. 

“Other than the result, we played hard, especially 
considering the result and playing three in four nights,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We actually got 
better as the game went on.” 

Trailing by two goals heading into the third period, Carolina 
hemmed Pittsburgh in its end for long stretches. Jarry’s 
steadiness and some responsible play by his teammates 
kept the lead intact. While the Hurricanes peppered the 
Penguin net and twice trimmed the deficit to one, they 
couldn’t pull even. 

“We kind of had to chase it,” Brind’Amour said. “I think they 
tried to, I don’t want to say sat on the lead, but they didn’t 
have to do anything. They were ahead. It was a good effort.” 

The teams went two years without facing each other due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic before meeting three times in the 
span of three weeks, each of them with a postseason feel. 
The previous two games were one-goal wins for Carolina, 
the second in overtime.  

“I think we wanted to make this one count,” Jarry said. “It 
was kind of our last crack at them, and we didn’t want to lose 
a third one to them. It meant a lot.” 

The 6-foot-6 Boyle somehow snuck in front of the Carolina 
crease undetected late in the first period, took a feed from 
behind the net by Teddy Blueger and powered a one-timer 
by Raanta to give Pittsburgh the lead. It was his seventh goal 
of the season and first in a month. 

Heinen picked up his second goal in four games 11:14 into 
the second by skating in front and redirecting Mike 
Matheson’s point shot. 

“Just a matter of battling and getting there,” Heinen said. 
“That’s where you score a lot of goals. Yeah, that’s been a 
little bit of a point of emphasis.” 

NOTES: The Penguins played without D Marcus Pettersson, 
who was scratched just minutes before the opening face-off 
in favor of Mark Friedman. ... Pittsburgh F Kasperi Kapanen 
skated 10:40 in his 300th NHL game. Kapanen was a 
healthy scratch on Friday night. ... Neither team scored on 
the power play. The Hurricanes were 0-1; the Penguins were 
0-3. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Visit Toronto on Thursday. 

Penguins: Begin a three-game trip on Tuesday at Nashville.  
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Unrested Canes put up fight, fall 4-2 in Pittsburgh 

By Alec Sawyer  

In their second game in 21 hours, the Carolina Hurricanes 
saw a four-game winning streak come to an end in a 4-2 loss 
to the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The Canes, less than a day removed from a 3-1 home win 
over the Flyers, took the ice in Pittsburgh Sunday afternoon, 
competing with the better-rested Penguins the entire 
afternoon in an eventual loss.  

Pittsburgh took a 1-0 lead at the very end of the first period 
thanks to Brian Boyle, and the Penguins doubled that lead in 
the second on a Danton Heinen redirect. The Canes got one 
back during a very good third period off the stick of Brett 
Pesce, but an empty netter from Sidney Crosby helped seal 
the win for Pittsburgh.  

The Canes did get another goal after the empty netter, as 
Sebastian Aho collected a heavy rebound beside the net and 
banked one in with 1:23 left to give Carolina life. Pittsburgh 
tallied on the empty net again, though, with Zach Aston-
Reese putting the final nail in the coffin. 

Both goalies were very good, with Tristan Jarry the main 
reason the Penguins won the game. Jarry stopped 41 of 43 
shots faced, making a number of great saves to keep 
Pittsburgh in control. Antti Raanta was also fantastic, 
stopping 19 of 21 shots with the only two goals allowed not 
much on him at all. 

All things considered, the first period, while scoreless for the 
Canes, was a pretty decent one. The Hurricanes, playing on 
about 20 hours of rest and in a new city, came out of the 
gate really well, dominating the play while very easily killing 
off two penalties.  

Carolina couldn’t find the net, though, and Pittsburgh 
capitalized late in the first period to grab a hold of a 1-0 lead. 
Boyle crashed towards the net and got a good feed from 
Theodor Blueger, finishing past Raanta as Jaccob Slavin 
couldn’t disrupt the play in the crease.  

The Canes went to the locker room down 1-0, the sixth 
straight game that Carolina has failed to score a first-period 
goal. Still, the effort was pretty good for the Hurricanes from 
the jump, as there wasn’t what would have been an 
understandable lull after the condensed inter-game rest.  

But things maybe started to wear on the Hurricanes in the 
second period as things got a bit sloppier. Raanta made a 
magnificent save, held up by video review, to keep it a 1-0 
game.  

But a few minutes later the Penguins did make it 2-0, as a 
lazy clearance effort from the Hurricanes led to Pittsburgh 
firing a shot towards net through traffic. The puck took a 
bounce on its way to Raanta, who couldn’t get enough of it to 
keep it out of his net. Heinen got credit for the goal, 
redirecting it past the Canes’ netminder. 

The Hurricanes had some chances to get one back, as a 
lively yet fruitless power play was put to bed by Jarry. Late in 
the third Jarry made a bad mistake, turning the puck over to 
the Canes in a dangerous position, but he somehow got 
himself back to the crease and made a pair of saves to keep 
it 2-0 heading into the second intermisison. 

The Canes carried that late second-period momentum into 
the third, and it paid off on the scoreboard just under five 
minutes into the final frame. Carolina made a couple nice 
plays to keep the puck in the offensive zone, with Vincent 
Trocheck setting one up for Pesce.  

Pesce, with his momentum behind him skating into the slot, 
blasted a wonderful wrister past Jarry, going upper shelf and 
giving the Penguins’ goalie no real shot of making a save.  

Carolina continued to play its game down the stretch of the 
third, with Jarry once again coming up with a couple key 
saves to preserve the Pittsburgh lead. The Canes outshot 
the Penguins 20-5 in the third period. 

Rod Brind’Amour pulled Raanta out of the Hurricanes’ net 
with 1:54 left, and Pittsburgh scored on it almost immediately 
as Crosby fired from his own red line and put it in.  

Aho resuscitated the Canes’ life shortly after though, as an 
offensive-zone faceoff win eventually led to a heavy rebound 
for Aho, who collected the puck beside the Pittsburgh net 
and banked in a goal off Jarry to make it 3-2 with 1:23 still to 
play. 

Pittsburgh got another empty netter to follow though, as 
Aston-Reese ended things.  

The Canes will now get some needed days off, returning to 
the ice Thursday night in Toronto.  

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Pesce on Sunday afternoon loss in Pittsburgh 
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By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes battled Sunday afternoon in 
Pittsburgh, falling to the Penguins 4-2 in the Canes’ second 
game in 21 hours.  

Carolina, fresh off a home win over Philadelphia Saturday 
evening, went to Pittsburgh and gave the Penguins a test, 
ultimately falling despite a good effort. Brett Pesce and 
Sebastian Aho scored for the Canes in the third period, while 
another good effort in net from Antti Raanta kept Carolina 
alive for most of the game.  

Following the tough loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting these tighter games later in the season: I don’t 
really think it’s much different, to be honest with you. Tonight 
we played a good game. I’m happy with this game, other 
than the result. We played hard, especially considering the 
turnaround and three in four nights. We actually got better as 
the game went on, I thought. You’ve got two good teams, so 
when you have two good teams it’s going to feel that way. 
But I don’t know. I don’t really see much difference in this 
game as opposed to game five.  

On if Tristan Jarry was the difference in the game: He played 
great. He made some big saves for them. He didn’t have a 
bunch of tough ones, I don’t think, but he certainly was really 
good when he had to be. Especially early, we had a couple 
odd-man rushes there right off the bat early and he made a 
couple saves to keep them in the game and for them not to 
have to change anything. We gave up a couple, got some 
weird bounces, and that happens. We had to kind of chase it. 
I think they just kind of, I don’t want to say sat on the lead, 
but they didn’t have to do anything because they were 
ahead. It was a good effort. I’m not disappointed at all with 
the way we played.  

On the team pushing hard on this stretch: It’s been like that 
all year. It’s been like that for four years. These guys play 
hard. They don’t ever stop playing hard. That’s what I 
appreciate the most, really. We’re down in that game, but it’s 
always about that next shift. These guys just come out and 
try to play our game. I thought we stuck with it throughout the 
60 minutes. It didn’t work out, but it certainly good have.  

On guys like Pesce and Jaccob Slavin being willing to get 
involved offensively: They have to. That’s how we play. 
They’ve got to be part of it. Nice goal for him. Jaccob, can’t 
say enough good things about what he means to this group. 
Those guys logged a lot of minutes, well all year, but 

especially in this last little stretch. They’re hard minutes. 
They play hard. They don’t ever take a shift where there’s an 
easy second of their shift. When you see 22 or 24 minutes, 
those are hard minutes. That’s what I appreciate most about 
those guys is how hard they play every shift.  

Sebastian Aho 

On the team’s performance: It was a good effort. Guys 
worked hard. That’s our thing. That’s what we build on, guys 
who are working hard. The effort was there. But obviously 
we’ve got to be a little bit sharper when we have the scoring 
chances. It’s all over the ice, getting the pucks out or 
whatever. Just a little bit sharper in the details. And have that 
killer instinct when you have the scoring chance. Maybe 
those were missing, but the effort was there.  

On the value of these close games, even if they are losses: 
Absolutely. The whole season you’re going to learn from 
every game. There’s a lot of details. It doesn’t matter if it’s 6-
on-5 or 5-on-6, you want to scout what they do and at the 
same time you have to come up with your own plays and feel 
comfortable with them and trust them. Stuff like that. It 
definitely helps when you get these experiences in the tight 
games. Obviously Pittsburgh is a great team, so it definitely 
helps.  

On the challenge of the afternoon back-to-back with daylight 
savings also playing a factor: No, not at all. It’s fine. No 
excuses. I don’t mind these back-to-back early games. We 
get home early. Not tough at all. 

Brett Pesce 

On having his career high in shots: Oh, geez. Yeah, I guess. 
We had a ton of shots on net, I feel like.  

On the third-period push: It was just the way the game 
played out. I thought we played a good game. We didn’t get 
the bounces. We had plenty of opportunities to win that 
game. Sometimes it’s just the way it is.  

On the value in these close games: I guess. Just to be 
comfortable in any situation. We’re a very confident team. 
We’re comfortable playing at any score and at any time of 
the game. We have the confidence. We believe we’re going 
to win every night.  

On his goal: It all came from [Vincent Trocheck]. That line 
was just doing a great job of keeping it below their goal line. 
It kind of squirted out, and I saw a little soft spot there at the 
top of the circles. Trocheck found me, and I just tried to throw 
it on net.  
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Canes run out of steam, fall 4-2 to Penguins on the road  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes came up short against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday, March 13, falling 4-2. The 
Canes fell behind early and simply couldn’t keep up in their 
third game in four days. 

Carolina (41-13-5) netted two goals in the third period, but 
Pittsburgh (36-15-9) had the upper hand for the whole game. 
The Canes went into the second intermission down 2-0 
before the Pens fended off Carolina’s comeback efforts in 
the third. 

The biggest barrier behind the Hurricanes and two points 
was Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry who simply outplayed 
Carolina for most of the game. The Canes threw 43 shots at 
the opposing net across 60 minutes and outshot Pittsburgh 
20-4 in the final period, but Jarry simply played standing on 
his head all afternoon, making 41 saves. 

“He played great,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “He 
made some big saves for them. He didn’t have a bunch of 
tough ones, I don’t think, but he certainly was really good 
when he had to be.” 

After two periods of struggling to get back into the game, 
defenseman Brett Pesce finally put the Canes on the 
scoreboard early in the third with a swift flick of the stick to 
sneak the puck past Jarry. By pulling his team within one, 
Pesce’s goal set up a tense, roughly 14-minute stretch where 
Carolina pressed for an equalizer while Pittsburgh held on 
tightly to its lead. 

“It all came from [center Vincent Trocheck],” Pesce said. 
“That line was just doing a great job of keeping it below their 
goal line. It kind of squirted out, and I saw a little soft spot 
there at the top of the circles. Trocheck found me, and I just 
tried to throw it on net.” 

The Hurricanes never got that equalizer though. Sidney 
Crosby extended the Penguins’ lead to 3-1 with under two 
minutes to go, but center Sebastian Aho scored just 14 
seconds later to give Carolina another shot at forcing 
overtime. But despite the Canes’ last-gasp efforts, Zach 
Aston-Reese scored the dagger on an empty net with 12 
seconds left. 

Despite the result, the Canes garnered a lot of knowledge on 
how to play tight games down the stretch, especially against 
a playoff team like Pittsburgh. 

“The whole season you’re going to learn from every game,” 
Aho said. “There’s a lot of details. It doesn’t matter if it’s 6-
on-5 or 5-on-6, you want to scout what they do and at the 
same time you have to come up with your own plays and feel 
comfortable with them and trust them. Stuff like that. It 
definitely helps when you get these experiences in the tight 
games.” 

Carolina will get a few days to recuperate before heading 
north of the border to take on the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Thursday, March 17. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves push point streak to 10 

Stefan Noesen produced his league-leading 32nd goal, but 
the Chicago Wolves dropped a 2-1 overtime decision to the 
Grand Rapids Griffins before 8,532 fans Sunday afternoon at 
Allstate Arena. 

Goaltender Alex Lyon made 28 saves for the Wolves (34-10-
5-5), who extended their point streak to 10 games and took a 
14-point lead over the Manitoba Moose in the AHL’s Central 
Division. 

Lyon (14-6-3), who leads the league with a 2.13 goals-
against average, delivered several highlight-reel saves — 
particularly during the second and third periods. 

“If we don’t have him, we don’t get a point,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “He was outstanding.” 

For the second day in a row, Noesen came through with the 
game’s opening goal. Captain Andrew Poturalski collected 
the puck along the left half-wall and flipped a backhand near 
Noesen in the left corner. Noesen walked toward the crease 

and roofed a shot over goaltender Calvin Pickard for a 
power-play goal at 15:29 of the first. 

Grand Rapids eventually responded with a power-play goal 
of its own. Chase Pearson, son of former Wolves great Scott 
Pearson, set up just outside the crease, took a pass from 
Riley Barber and stuffed the puck home for a 1-1 knot at 5:20 
of the third. 

During overtime, Grand Rapids won the opening faceoff and 
the Wolves never had a chance for possession. Turner Elson 
wheeled down the right wing and scored 20 seconds into the 
extra frame to give the Griffins (25-23-5-2) their first win over 
the Wolves in nine games this season. 

Calvin Pickard (20-14-5) posted 26 saves in the win. 

The Wolves host the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday on Craft Beer Night. To get the Craft Beer Night 
package, which features one game ticket, three beers and a 
T-shirt for one low price, visit ChicagoWolves.com or email 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

  

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259364044.html 

https://theathletic.com/3176201/2022/03/14/nhl-trade-deadline-2022-which-teams-will-be-buyers-which-will-be-sellers-and-how-aggressive-will-
each-team-be/ 

https://theathletic.com/3181404/2022/03/14/deadline-week-arrives-questions-for-the-rangers-and-canucks-good-times-for-the-sabres-and-coyotes-
and-more/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/hurricanes-3rd-period-push-comes-up-short-in-pittsburgh/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-fall-short-in-pittsburgh-despite-third-period-push/c-331784682 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-penguins-game-recap/c-331724532 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-tristan-jarry-sebastian-aho-brian-boyle-b0af084f2ec997e9fe820a4736575e42 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/13/22975583/unrested-canes-put-up-fight-fall-4-2-in-pittsburgh 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/13/22975715/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-pesce-on-sunday-afternoon-loss-in-pittsburgh 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-run-out-of-steam-fall-4-2-to-penguins-on-the-road/article_2fd70f68-a318-11ec-a8b4-
2fcadfaed6ba.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/13/wolves-push-point-streak-to-10/ 
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Pittsburgh Penguins outlast Carolina Hurricanes for 4-2 win in Metro 
Division game 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 13, 2022 4:58 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes gave it everything they had Sunday at 
Pittsburgh. 

Playing their second game in less than 22 hours, the Canes pushed the 
Penguins hard at PPG Paints Arena before losing 4-2 in the Metropolitan 
Division matchup. 

The Canes had 43 shots, 20 in the third period when goals by 
defenseman Brett Pesce and center Sebastian Aho gave them a chance 
to win. They were perfect in penalty-killing in the game. There was no 
late letup, no lack of stamina. 

“We played a good game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I’m 
happy with this game other than the result. I mean we played hard, 
especially considering the turnaround. We actually got better as the 
game went along.” 

It took 41 saves by Pens goalie Tristan Jarry to hold off the Canes (41-
13-5), the Metro leaders. The Pens (36-15-9) led 1-0 after the first period 
and 2-0 after two, but Carolina was at its best in the third, forechecking 
intensely and constantly attacking the net. 

Even after the Canes pulled goalie Antti Raanta for a sixth attacker with 
two minutes left in regulation and Sidney Crosby quickly scored for the 
Penguins, the Canes kept pushing. Aho scored to make it 3-2 and it 
wasn’t over until the Pens’ Zach Aston-Reese scored a second empty-
netter with 12 seconds remaining. 

“It was a good effort. Guys worked hard,” said Aho, who scored his 27th 
of the season. “That’s our thing, what we build on -- guys working hard. 
The effort was there but obviously you’ve got to be a little bit sharper. 
Just a little sharper on the details and having that killer instinct when you 
have a scoring chance.” 

Pesce, who had a career-high seven shots, finally beat Jarry after a 
strong forechecking shift by Vincent Trocheck’s line, ripping a shot from 
the top of the slot. That made it 2-1 at 4:40 of the third, the Pens having 
gotten goals from forwards Brian Boyle in the first period and Danton 
Heinen in the second. 

“We had a ton of shots on net, it felt like,” Pesce said. “I thought we 
played a good game. We didn’t get the bounces. We had plenty of 
opportunities to win that game. Just sometimes, it’s the way it is.” 

It was the third and final game of the regular season between the 
Penguins, who stand second alone in the Metro with 81 points, and the 

Canes, who have 87. Carolina won the first two games, both with Raanta 
in net. 

After Frederik Andersen returned Saturday to beat the Philadelphia 
Flyers at PNC Arena, Raanta was back Sunday for the second half of the 
back-to-back. Raanta had 36 saves Thursday in shutting out the 
Colorado Avalanche 2-0 -- the Avs’ first blanking in 100 games -- but had 
his three-game win streak end Sunday. 

The Pens’ first two goals came after the Canes failed on chances to clear 
their zone, Boyle getting a shot in the low slot and Heinen tipping in a 
shot by Mike Matheson. 

The Canes had too many attempts miss the net in the first two periods. 
One of the biggest misses was a shot by Steven Lorentz in the final 
seconds of the second, Jarry then using his body to shield Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi from the puck at the post after it hit the end boards. 

But Carolina outshot the Penguins 20-4 in the third. 

“It’s been like that all year, been like that all four years,” said 
Brind’Amour, who is in his fourth season as head coach. “The guys play 
hard and they don’t ever stop playing hard. That’s what I appreciate the 
most. We’re down in that game but it’s all about that next shift. 

“The guys just come out and try and play our game. We stuck with it the 
60 minutes. It didn’t work out but it certainly could have.” 
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Andrei Vasilevskiy dominant as Lightning top Canucks 2-1, snapping 
three-game skid 

 

Gemma Karstens-Smith 

4-4 minutes 3/14/2022 

 

Ross Colton scored the game winner and the Tampa Bay Lightning 
snapped a three-game losing skid with a 2-1 victory over the Vancouver 
Canucks on Sunday. 

Both of Tampa’s goals came within the first six minutes of the game, with 
Victor Hedman finding the back of the net 3:26 into the opening period. 

Vancouver rallied in the second and J.T. Miller got the Canucks (29-24-7) 
on the scoreboard in the third but the home team couldn’t find the late 
equalizer. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy was a force in net for the Lightning (38-15-6), making 
35 saves. 

Thatcher Demko stopped 29-of-31 shots for Vancouver. 
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Tampa was coming off a 4-1 loss to the Edmonton Oilers on Saturday 
night and is now 7-0-1 in the second game of back-to-backs this season. 

Vancouver pulled Demko with 70 seconds left on the game clock but the 
Canucks couldn’t tie the game with the extra attacker. 

Miller put the home side on the board 5:54 into the third with a quick shot 
from the bottom of the slot that beat Vasilevskiy stick side. 

The goal, his 24th of the season, extended Miller’s point streak to 12 
games, with eight goals and six assists across the stretch. 

Minutes later, Vancouver’s Conor Garland poked a lose puck in past 
Vasilevskiy, only to see the goal called off as it came after the referee’s 
whistle. 

A large scrum erupted along the end boards in response. 

Vasilevskiy preserved the lead for the Lightning through a Canucks 
onslaught in the second. 

The Russian netminder denied Miller on back-to-back chances early in 
the period, first turning away a shot from in tight then stretching out a leg 
to stop Vancouver’s leading scorer when he attempted to tuck in the 
rebound. 

Later in the frame, Vasilevskiy weathered five shots on a Canucks power 
play, including a glove stop on Brock Boeser’s doorstop deflection. 

Both sides were 0 for 2 with the man advantage on Sunday. 

Tampa Bay nearly took a 3-0 lead into the first intermission after Steven 
Stamkos ripped a one-timer past Demko with 57.4 seconds left in the 
frame. 

The Canucks quickly launched an offside challenge and a video review 
officially called off the goal. 

Vancouver struggled to break out of their zone early in the game and 
Tampa Bay outshot the home side 12-1 over the first seven minutes. 

Colton gave the visitors a two-goal cushion 5:06 into the first, ripping a 
snap shot from the hash marks to beat Demko with his 11th goal of the 
season. 

A scramble in Vancouver’s crease led to the first goal of the night. 

Demko stopped a shot from Pierre-Edouard Bellemare but seemingly lost 
track of the puck and as he attempted to find it, Hedman popped a shot 
into the yawning net from in tight. 

Hedman has 15 goals on the year. 

The Canucks continue their homestand Tuesday when they host the New 
Jersey Devils. The Lightning will wrap a six-game road trip against the 
Kraken in Seattle on Wednesday. 
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Connor McDavid scores twice, Edmonton Oilers outmuscle Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

 

Shane Jones 

4-5 minutes 3/13/2022 

 

It was the kind of confidence boost the Edmonton Oilers desperately 
needed. 

Connor McDavid had a pair of goals and Mikko Koskinen made 31 saves 
to improve to 8-1-2 in his last 11 starts as the Oilers moved back into a 
playoff position with a 4-1 victory over the two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday. 

“Tonight was a total team win, contributions up and down the lineup,” 
said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “In the two games as a whole 
against Tampa we gave up 55 shots against the Stanley Cup champions. 
We did a good job defensively in both games.” 

Leon Draisaitl and Kailer Yamamoto also scored and added an assist 
apiece for the Oilers (32-23-4), who have won two in a row and moved 
into third place in the Pacific Division. Tyson Barrie chipped in with two 
helpers. 

“I think we had an all-around effort,” Draisaitl said. “The PK was really 
good. I think our power play could have been sharper, but we did score a 
big goal to make it 2-0 at the end of the second there. You have to find 
the right time to score sometimes too. We did that and, five-on-five, I 
thought we were really solid. 

“I think we are finding our gear here a little bit and taking steps in the 
right direction.” 

The Oilers improved to 18-0 when scoring first this season. 

“I’m not sure what it is. I think we just find a comfort level in our game,” 
McDavid said. “Obviously the start is important. We haven’t found a way 
to get the first goal too many times, so when we do we have to bear 
down and find a way to get a win.” 

Zach Bogosian responded for the Lightning (37-15-6) who have lost three 
in a row for the first time this season. Brian Elliott stopped 45-of-48 shots. 

“When things aren’t going well for you, you invent ways to shoot yourself 
in the foot,” said Tampa Bay head coach Jon Cooper. “Whether it’s 
turnovers, taking too many penalties, we’re finding ways on this road trip 
to make it hard on ourselves. If you’re going to take that many penalties 
and you’re going to put some of the best players in the world on the ice 
all night, it’s going to be tough for you.” 

Edmonton managed to get a rare first goal of the game midway through 
the first period when McDavid stripped a puck and danced around Victor 
Hedman at full speed before tucking it past Elliott. 

The home side made it 2-0 with 44 seconds left in the middle frame as 
McDavid picked the top corner for his 32nd of the season, also taking the 
league lead for points with 83. 

The Lightning finally got on the board midway through the third as 
Bogosian was left alone in the slot and sent his third of the season over 
Koskinen’s shoulder. 

After killing off a lengthy five-on-three Tampa power play, the Oilers 
regained their two-goal cushion three minutes later as Draisaitl had a 
long breakaway before depositing his 39th of the campaign through 
Elliott’s legs. 

Yamamoto added an empty netter to put the game away for Edmonton. 

The Oilers outshot the Lightning 49-32. 

The Lightning are right back at it on Sunday night in Vancouver against 
the Canucks. The Oilers play the third game of a five-game homestand 
on Tuesday against the Detroit Red Wings. 
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Opinion | The Leafs’ problems are snowballing. Shaky goaltending can’t 
go on 
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Rosie DiManno Star Columnist 

Sun., March 13, 2022 

 

HAMILTON Pressure convergence around the Maple Leafs is fuming like 
the Stelco chimney stacks over yonder. 

Off in the skyline distance west of Tim Hortons Field. 

Where the “away” team — descendants of the Toronto Arenas, as logo-
tributed in Sunday’s NHL Heritage Classic — did not nail down a couple 
of what shoulda been slam-bam-thank-you-ma’am points. 

Which is weirdly often the case against the Buffalo Sabres, historically 
and in the recent past. Because the Leafs apparently cannot beat these 
cross-border rivals at either end of the QEW or even in between. 

Sheesh, blown off in the gusting wind and occasionally horizontal 
snowfall 5-2 on Sunday, scarcely a smidge better than the 5-1 pasting 
absorbed against their nemesis under a fortnight earlier, with a pair of 
losses to non-playoff contention teams in between. 

The Leafs should be feasting on those opponents. Instead they’ve 
gagged. Played down to their adversaries, even with the gushing offence. 
Again and again and again failing to guard the ramparts in front of 
goalies they know are struggling horrifically. 

“I’m not going to read much into a night like tonight,” coach Sheldon 
Keefe grinded out post-game, and he meant specifically the unusual 
circumstances of an outdoor game in freezing temperatures and really 
miserable conditions, under a gunmetal sky. 

However. “Before tonight we were playing in regular surroundings. It’s 
something we haven’t been happy with for sure.” About getting shown up 
by measurably inferior opposition, a stretch on the calendar that had 
looked easy-peasy and plump for points. Ha. That’s over now, Dallas and 
Carolina in the offing this week. 

“We’ve got more than enough opportunities to play against teams that 
are not in the bottom half of the league,” Keefe continued. “And we’ll be a 
little more into who you are as a team when that happens.” 

Who they are is not that difficult to suss out. Flashy as always, gaudily 
talented up front, still tangle-footed in the back end, which most had 
assumed was the hole that management would fill with carpenter’s glue 
by the trade deadline. Hard-working too, it would be fair to say — a nice 
symbolic tit-for-tat for the Heritage Classic host city on this afternoon, 
when the players spilled off the bus wearing hard hats and orange 
jumpsuits (though looked more like prison garb to these eyes). 

And for 20 minutes, despite only one shot on goal by the halfway point of 
that first period, the Leafs — skating against the wind, which was a slog 
— seemed decently in control of their unfolding fortunes. Petr Mrázek, 
between the pipes — where, face it, just about nobody wants to see him 
much, were there a quasi-decent alternative — had made several sharp 
saves, and the Leafs had somehow survived half-a-dozen giveaways. 

Bunch o’ scoring to open the second, including No. 45 from Auston 
Matthews — five straight games with a goal — and … who knew that 
would be the end of offence for Toronto? 

An unlucky goal that went in off T.J. Brodie’s skate, a godawful marker 
from an impossible angle in the third, Mrázek not squared up to the post 
— although the episode began with a blind reverse pass around the net 
by Rasmus Sandin, presumably intended for Morgan Rielly except, nope, 
no Leaf there, and Vinnie Hinostroza, ole, scoring unassisted. 

Mrázek was the happenstance culprit at 4-2, trying to brace for a shot 
from the slot, repositioning by pushing off the post, except pulling the 
post from its moorings in the estimation of video review, and before 
Peyton Krebs stuffed it five-hole, his second of the encounter. Empty-
netter, albeit short-handed, and Bob’s your uncle. 

“I thought Petr was good,” Keefe maintained, although not sounding like 
he believed it himself. “He made some saves today. It’s not an easy 
environment to play in, especially for a goalie. The third goal was a tough 
one for us but other than that, nothing he could do on the first one, 
nothing he could do on the second one that we put in our own net off a 
funny bounce. There were some funky goals. I thought he looked solid, 
all things considered.” 

No, a solid goalie bails out Sandin on that screw-up and doesn’t leave a 
chunk of space open on a ridiculous angle. 

“It just squeezed between my arm and the post,” said Mrazek. “I knew he 
was going to shoot it. I think I was too high, too up. I went down when he 
shot it.” 

Not to pile on Mrázek but it would be unwise for management to make 
lousy excuses for him. That way lies delusion and stasis. 

Both Brendan Shanahan and Kyle Dubas, in their slouched caps, looking 
quite grim when TV cameras caught them side-by-side frowning late in 
the third period here. 

Between a rock and a hard place are the Leafs, who’ve gone into goalie 
free fall since the all-star break and now can’t even hope for Jack 
Campbell to round back into form, with the playoffs looming on the 
horizon, their No. 1 waylaid for two weeks with a rib injury. Except the 
Leafs haven’t had a No. 1 for some six weeks as both Campbell and 
Mrázek have floundered badly. 

Surely the Leafs can’t square up to the post-season — which is all that 
really counts for this outfit and that story hasn’t changing since opening 
night — with a confidence-shorn Campbell fighting the puck and a 
backup in Mrázek who’s come completely undone with a save 
percentage of .884, second last in the NHL for netminders who’ve 
appeared in at least 15 games, and a No. 2 — provisionally — in Erik 
Källgren, with precisely 31 minutes of NHL experience. 

This does seem insupportable and intolerable. Maybe nobody saw it 
coming in the halcyon days — was it just a couple of months ago? — 
when Campbell had league-leading numbers and an invite to the all-star 
game, but the ghastliest of scenarios has been steadily snowballing, 
even as management was whistling by the graveside, insisting all along 
that Campbell would find his groove anew. 

Instead, the Leafs, unless they somehow manage to sandblast-score 
their way to the other side of even one playoff series, are in danger of 
wasting yet another season of splendour from Matthews and the studly et 
al. 
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Cold? What cold? Pro-Leafs crowd soaks up outdoor game experience 

 

By Mark Zwolinski Sports Reporter 

Sun., March 13, 2022 

 

HAMILTON A father of two from the suburbs of Buffalo had perhaps the 
best observation of a snowy, Heritage Classic Sunday in Hamilton. 

“I guess if you wanted to put as much hockey as you could in one place, 
this would be it,” said Brian Coulter, who brought sons Jarrod and Ryan 
to Tim Hortons Field for the outdoor game between the Leafs and 
Sabres. “I told my boys, this is what Canada is all about … we’re having 
a ton of fun.” 
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Indeed, the snowy weather and a sea of Leafs jerseys provided a fitting 
backdrop for a marquee game staged at the tail end of winter. 

“The snow is great,” Coulter said. “Big surprise, we get snow in Buffalo, 
too. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for us. I had a big breakfast, 
and now I have to keep up with my kids. Put it this way, they have way 
more energy than I do (laughing).” 

By puck drop, there was no shortage of star power on hand. Wayne 
Gretzky paid tribute to the Olympic champion Canadian women’s hockey 
team, as well as his late father Walter. Gretzky was also joined by 
Ukrainian player Arthur Cholach of the Barrie Colts for the ceremonial 
faceoff. 

Actor and Hamilton native Eugene Levy took the pre-game crowd 
through some of his local memories. Then Team Canada arrived on 
stage as Lindsay Ell sang the Canadian anthem. The gold medallists 
received a warm round of applause. Arkells frontman Max Kerman 
introduced the women individually during the second intermission. 

Former Leafs Doug Gilmour and Val James were also acknowledged as 
the first period wore on. And Canadian singer-songwriter Alessia Cara 
put down an awesome set in the first intermission. 

Back in the stands, Coulter joined his sons, who were rushing toward the 
fan zone, which was active before game time with buskers and shooting 
accuracy pods. Anyone in the fan zone could also hear a pre-game 
concert by pop-punk singer Willow near centre ice. 

From above, the scene looked like hockey’s version of the CNE. While 
thousands checked out the pre-game attractions, thousands more started 
to fill the seats — some two hours before puck drop in the cold, snow-
dampened aluminum stands in sub-zero temperatures. 

“No big deal,” said Lee Jung Ha Sang, 22, a lifelong Torontonian whose 
parents emigrated from Korea. “We brought a blanket. We’re Leafs fans 
and I think this will be the only time we will get to see them in a setting 
like this. It’s pretty cool.” 

There was no way to count them all, but an estimated 80 per cent of the 
crowd wore Leafs jerseys. Leafs blue dominated, for certain, though it 
was officially a Sabres home game. 

Coulter, meanwhile, is a Sabres fan and was simply happy to be a part of 
the gathering. 

“I was laid off during the pandemic,” Coulter said. “It’s been kind of hard 
to get my kids to a Sabres game. I’m kind of like the average person who 
doesn’t have season tickets: If you are lucky enough to go to a game, it’s 
because someone gave you tickets. We haven’t been in, like, more than 
two years. But I told my boys about this game and they were excited to 
go, so here we are.” 

Closer to puck drop, the wind picked up and snow was blowing sideways. 

“I think this is why they invented toques,” said 67-year-old Joe Iaboni, 
who saw the Leafs play an outdoor game against the Red Wings in Ann 
Arbor in 2014. “I think most people wore layers, and most people are 
probably experienced with this type of weather. It’s not that bad once you 
button up.” 
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Auston Matthews’ skates, Mitch Marner’s shades: Ten random 
observations from the NHL Heritage Classic 

 

Braydon Holmyard Toronto Star 

Sun., March 13, 2022 

 

While Maple Leafs fans left disappointed, there’s no doubt the NHL 
Heritage Classic was an entertaining spectacle. 

The play was fast, the fans were into it, the Canadian gold medallists 
were on scene, the performers were captivating and the weather 
provided the perfect atmosphere for an outdoor game. 

It was my first time covering an outdoor hockey game, and I spent most 
of my time trying to get a sense of the atmosphere for the Star’s social 
media channels, either at ice-level before the game or in the stands 
during it. 

Here are 10 random observations from a fun night in Hamilton: 

Terry Pegula loved the Flint Tropics outfits 

On my way up to the press box, Terry Pegula, billionaire owner of the 
Buffalo Sabres and Buffalo Bills, hopped in the elevator along with his 
wife, Kim, and Sabres GM Kevyn Adams. A member of the media asked 
the trio what they thought about the pre-game attire worn by the Sabres. 
The team arrived on a cold wintry day wearing Flint Tropics basketball 
uniforms in a random tribute to Will Ferrell’s hit movie Semi-Pro. 

Adams said he found out about the decision a few days earlier and 
thought it was great. The Pegulas were laughing and found it quite 
amusing. (Note: the Pegulas were not wearing Flint Tropics uniforms.) 

Mitch Marner loves his new sunglasses 

There was no one having more fun during warm-ups than Marner. Fresh 
off an endorsement deal with Oakley, the Leafs forward wore purple 
shades in the pre-game skate. He was all smiles as he whizzed around 
the ice, joking around with teammates. And it looked like he hooked 
teammate Kyle Clifford up with a pair of glasses, too. 

There was speculation he might even wear them in the first period. 
Sadly, he did not. 

Auston Matthews’ skates — ode to Canada or Leafs logo? 

The NHL’s leading goal scorer scored again in this one. I followed him 
closely from behind the glass during warm ups, trying to capture his 
stickhandling skills on video, and I noticed he had a gold maple leaf on 
the back of his skates. Perhaps a nod to the American’s adopted home. 
Perhaps more likely just a golden Leafs logo. Either way ... neat! 

Sheldon Keefe is not a toque guy 

It was cold in Hamilton, and felt even colder down at field level with the 
wind swirling and flurries blowing in the lead up to the game. Those in 
attendance were advised to dress warm. But the Leafs coach didn’t 
seemed too concerned. I took a video of him for social media, my hands 
freezing as I removed my gloves just to hit the record button, while Keefe 
casually walked around to get a look at the ice and the atmosphere. No 
hat or gloves in sight. Not a care in the world. 

Ron MacLean is an over-the-top toque guy 

On the other hand, Ron MacLean was in the broadcast booth at field 
level and was also trending on Twitter for wearing what might be the 
tallest toque in the history of broadcast television. His hat was “Dr. Seuss 
cartoon level tall,” tweeted @Ben_MCarter. “If Ron MacLean gets colder 
& turns blue, he’ll be a Smurf,” said @iamrobsinclair. 

I did not see him after the game, so cannot confirm if MacLean has 
become a Smurf. 

Sabretooth is a big punk-rock fan 

Pop-punk singer Willow took the stage before the game and did a great 
job of getting the fans into the atmosphere. She jammed out hard and 
interacted with the crowd. Many sang along to her hit song “Meet me at 
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our spot” which has 76 million views on YouTube. But no one was more 
into the show than Sabres mascot Sabretooth. 

Representation for all sorts of teams 

Tim Hortons Field was not exclusive to Leafs and Sabres fans, but rather 
hockey fans with all sorts of allegiances. Several different NHL clubs 
represented in the stands. I saw many Montreal Canadiens jerseys, a 
Detroit Red Wings winter classic jersey and even a Peter Stastny 
Quebec Nordiques jersey. Many wore winter hats supporting other 
teams, including the Calgary Flames, Minnesota Wild, Boston Bruins, 
New York Rangers and Chicago Blackhawks. 

Performers had the place rocking 

After Willow’s energetic and entertaining performance in the snow before 
the game, Brampton native Alessia Cara took the stage during the first 
intermission and was a big hit with fans in attendance. In a nice touch, 
her band members all wore Leafs jerseys. 

Lots of love for women’s Olympic team 

The Canadian women’s national hockey team, fresh off a gold medal at 
the Beijing 2022 Games, was a big part of the Heritage Classic. 

They were lined up between the Leafs and Sabres during the Canadian 
anthem and were individually honoured over the big speaker at the 
second intermission. Captain Marie-Philip Poulin, Brianne Jenner and 
Hamilton native Sarah Nurse spoke to the media before the game, with 
Nurse talking about how “special” it was to be honoured at the place she 
grew up watching Tiger-Cats games. 

There were many red and white Team Canada jerseys in the stands and 
the crowd provided a big ovation whenever the team appeared. 

Thousands of different Leafs jerseys 

Bryan McCabe. Nik Antropov. Ed Belfour. The crowd was mostly covered 
in Maple Leafs’ blue, and with 26,119 in the stands, the variations of 
Leafs jerseys were endless. While Matthews jerseys looked to be the 
most popular, I saw Leafs jerseys from many eras. Johnny Bower, 
Wendell Clark, Darcy Tucker, Tie Domi. Looking at all the names from 
over the years was one of the more fun parts of walking through the 
concourse during the game. 

My favourite? A custom Willy Styles No. 88. 
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Analysis | The Leafs were left cold after the Heritage Classic got a little 
heated 

 

Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Sun., March 13, 2022 

 

HAMILTON There was pomp, there was circumstance and there were a 
lot of blue sweaters when the Maple Leafs faced the Buffalo Sabres on 
Sunday in the Heritage Classic. 

And there were a lot of concerned Leafs faces after they dropped a 5-2 
decision. 

Auston Matthews scored his 45th goal of the season, but skated like he 
had a target on his back with the Sabres on him continually. He took his 
frustrations out on Rasmus Dahlin toward the end, with the outcome 
already determined. 

With the puck well on its way to the neutral zone, Dahlin decked 
Matthews into the Sabres net. There was no call, and Dahlin did it again. 
Matthews retaliated with a cross-check of his own, one that got Dahlin in 
the neck and caught the eye of the NHL’s department of player safety. 
Matthews will have a hearing Monday that could result in a fine, a 
suspension or nothing at all for the league’s top goal-scorer. 

“Obviously you’re just battling in front of the net,” said Matthews. “I felt 
like I rode up his shoulder. That’s hockey. It’s competitive out there. It’s 
physical.” 

Dahlin saw it more or less the same way. 

“It’s hockey. Things happen out there,” he said. “Things happen fast. It 
was intense. I’m fine. I’m just happy that we won. Not too worried about 
that (physical) stuff.” 

After that incident, Leaf Michael Bunting went after Dylan Cozens, who’d 
laid Matthews out with an open-ice hit. 

The point has been made recently that Matthews does not draw penalties 
like other stars despite how much of an offensive threat he is, though no 
one on the Leafs really seems to want to talk about it. 

“Auston is a competitor, and he’s competing like everyone else,” said 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. 

But no less a voice than the grandmother of general manager Kyle 
Dubas chiming in. “Everyone waiting to enjoy the Heritage Classic only to 
be disappointed by the terrible officiating,” tweeted Marietta Dubas 
(@grammadubie). 

Any interruption to the heater Matthews is on would not be a welcome 
development. He has been the best part of the Leafs this season. 
Matthews became the second active player with at least 45 goals within 
his first 56 games of a season. Alex Ovechkin got to 45 in 54 games in 
2007-08, the year he went on to score 65. 

Frustrated 

There was frustration all around, not just about Matthews’s treatment. 
The Leafs have lost two in a row (0-1-1) and four of their last six, all to 
bottom-feeder teams (Arizona, Vancouver, Buffalo twice). And a big 
spotlight was on this game — with a sold-out crowd at Tim Hortons Field 
for one of the regular season’s signature games. 

“When you go into this, one of the teams has to lose,” said defenceman 
Morgan Rielly. “And we talked about the importance of these points, the 
importance of the game in general. The build-up is what it is. There’s no 
way to get around that. That’s part of the fun. If you get to win, it’s great; 
if you lose, you’re disappointed.” 

Unlucky 

Goaltending issues are another frustration. It’s was the 10th time in their 
last 12 games that the Leafs allowed at least four goals. But Keefe said 
the outdoor game shouldn’t be seen as a referendum on Petr Mrázek’s 
goaltending. 

The Sabres’ Peyton Krebs capitalized on a Timothy Liljegren giveaway 
40 seconds after Ondrej Kaše opened the scoring in the second period. 
Liljegren’s night got shorter as a result. Then T.J. Brodie kicked a puck 
into his own net while trying to break up a pass, a goal credited to Vinnie 
Hinostroza. 

It was the third and fourth goals that had eyeballs rolling. Hinostroza 
scored from the corner, and Krebs scored despite the net being off the 
moorings. Tage Thompson had the empty-netter. 

“I thought (Mrázek) looked solid, all things considered,” said Keefe. 

Those considerations included wind, minus-2 C temperatures and a 
snow flurry to start the game. 

“The wind was probably just the biggest factor,” said Keefe. “The snow 
stopped, but playing against the wind was tough in that first period.” 
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Talking points 

The pre-game hoopla included an appearance by Canada’s women’s 
hockey team, swaying together during “O Canada.” In the second 
intermission they were feted again, including a military flyby after player 
introductions. 

The Leafs started the game into the wind, which became such a factor 
that the league instituted a hard-whistle at the 10-minute mark of the third 
for the teams to switch ends, so that both played 30 minutes each 
direction in all. 

A total of 26,119 fans took in the game, a sellout and the largest crowd to 
see a hockey game in Canada since 33,518 saw a Winnipeg-Calgary 
Heritage Classic at Mosaic Stadium in Regina on Oct. 26, 2019. 

Dressed for success 

The Leafs entered Tim Hortons Field prior to warm-ups in orange 
coveralls and yellow hard hats, paying homage to Steeltown’s Stelco 
heritage. Coach Sheldon Keefe said it was the players’ idea. 

“It’s a terrific opportunity to honour a terrific company, a 100-year-old 
company ... with terrific men and women who have been a staple of this 
community here in Hamilton.” 

Stelco was formed in 1910, the Leafs in 1917 (wearing blue sweaters 
with a white T, emulated on Sunday). The steel mills (Stelco was bought 
by U.S. Steel in 2007) were part of the backdrop for the game. 

The Sabres showed up dressed like the fictional Flint Tropics basketball 
team from the Will Ferrell comedy “Semi-Pro.” Coach Don Granato said 
the idea of making a grand entrance at outdoor games is a fine tradition. 

“It’s fun,” said Granato. “It’s what it should be.” 
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Matthews' cross-check to be reviewed by NHL Player Safety 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 13, 2022  

 

HAMILTON — Auston Matthews has been called on the carpet. 

The Maple Leafs star will have a hearing on Monday with the National 
Hockey League Department of Player Safety after he cross-checked 
Buffalo Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin during the Heritage Classic. 

The sequence happened with five minutes remaining in the third period 
of the Leafs’ 5-2 loss at Tim Hortons Field. 

Both players were sent off for cross-checking minors at 14:55 after 
getting their sticks up on each other. After the game, Matthews didn’t 
seem too concerned about possible discipline from NHL, though he 
acknowledged he had not seen a replay of the incident. 

“It’s battling in front of the net,” Matthews said. “I felt like I kind of rode up 
his shoulder and his shoulder pad rolled up a little bit. That’s hockey, it’s 
competitive out there, guys are physical and trying to compete.” 

What was clear was that Matthews, with force, cross-checked Dahlin 
directly in the side of the neck. Matthews’ stick didn’t ride up anything 
before making contact with Dahlin. 

Matthews, who scored his 45th goal earlier in the game and is two goals 
short of tying his career high for one season, has no prior history of 
supplementary discipline with the NHL. 

“It’s hockey,” Dahlin said. “You know, things happen out there, it goes 
fast. It was intense. I’m fine. I’m just happy we won. I’m not too worried 
about that stuff.” 

GAME ON 

Apparently, it’s not a Leafs game unless Toronto gives up four goals or 
more. Since beating Pittsburgh 4-1 on Feb. 17, the Leafs have allowed 
55 goals in 12 games, going 5-5-2. Giving up an average of 4.6 goals a 
game won’t get the Leafs anywhere in the playoffs, and there’s no goalie 
on the market that will serve as a quick and easy fix. The Leafs’ structure 
woes have gone on long enough to be a major concern, or should be. 
“It’s on us as a whole and as a team to clean those things up,” Matthews 
said … Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said he was not going to read too 
much into the game because of the irregular surroundings. Later, he said 
he was not going to make too much of a judgment on goalie Petr Mrazek, 
who allowed four goals on 37 shots. Well, the Sabres played in the same 
environment. Their goalie, Craig Anderson, made 34 saves. Buffalo had 
no problem with the atmosphere. So why should it have been an issue 
for the Leafs, who are 31 points ahead of the Sabres in the standings? 
The Leafs’ performance was inexcusable … Mrazek looked especially 
bad on what was the winning goal, as Vinnie Hinostroza beat him from a 
tough angle. Just as bad was Rasmus Sandin throwing the puck around 
the end boards to no one, making it easy for Hinostroza to intercept … 
Pity the poor fans — and from our vantage point, we could see there 
were more than a few — who were stuck in a beer line beyond the end-
zone seats to start the second period. After a listless first, the clubs 
combined for thee goals in the first three minutes of the second, as the 
Leafs took a 2-1 lead on goals by Ondrej Kase and Matthews. Peyton 
Krebs tied the game after Kase’s opener … Starting with a 5-1 loss 
against Buffalo on March 2, the Leafs played six games against non-
playoff teams and went 2-3-1. This week, it’s home games against the 
Dallas Stars and Carolina Hurricanes before a game in Nashville against 
the Predators on Saturday. In other words, better hockey clubs than the 
ones the Leafs have had trouble beating. “We’re going to get more than 
enough opportunity to play against teams that are not in the bottom half 
of the league and we’ll read a little more into who we are as a team when 
that happens,” Keefe said … If all Leafs defencemen are healthy to start 
the playoffs — and assuming that general manager Kyle Dubas acquires 
another D-man before the trade deadline on March 21 — Liljegren 
shouldn’t be in the lineup. He doesn’t have the physical strength to 
properly compete during the post-season. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

The Leafs players arrived at the stadium dressed in hard hats, work 
boots and orange one-piece outfits, an homage to steelmaker Stelco and 
its employees. “It was 100% of player driven,” Keefe said. “They came up 
with the idea. I think the guys nailed it. Terrific men and women who have 
been a staple of this community here in Hamilton and across our country. 
A great opportunity to honour a terrific company.” … Great idea to have 
Ukrainian Artur Cholach, who plays for the Barrie Colts of the Ontario 
Hockey League, to drop the puck for the ceremonial face-off between 
Leafs captain John Tavares and the Sabres’ Kyle Okposo. Before 
walking to centre ice to take the puck from Wayne Gretzky, Cholach took 
his Colts jersey off to reveal that he was wearing Ukraine’s national team 
sweater … One change for media: It was strange to sit in an enclosed 
press box and not hear the sounds of the crowd. The usually reserved 
Scotiabank Arena provides ambience after all … The Heritage Classic 
sweaters of Travis Dermott, Nick Robertson and Kyle Clifford got some 
use, as the three healthy scratches took part in the pre-game warmup. 
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SIMMONS: Maple Leafs' Mrazek can't make enough saves indoors or 
outdoors 

 

Steve Simmons 

Publishing date:Mar 13, 2022  

 

HAMILTON — Kyle Dubas has a problem to solve — and fast. 

The Maple Leafs can’t continue with this kind of goaltending. They can’t 
continue, as a team, giving up four goals a game or more. They can’t 
pretend to believe in Petr Mrazek the way they pretended post-game to 
believe in him early Sunday evening. 

They have to do something about this mess, and the sooner the better. 
The Maple Leafs went outdoors on Sunday at Tim Hortons Field, played 
a road game disguised as a home game, probably lost Auston Matthews 
for a game of suspension, couldn’t punt into the wind, had difficulty on 
the power play with the wind, and are once again trying to figure out why 
it is and how this is this very talented roster comes up small, time after 
time against lessers. 

It happened against Buffalo, losing 5-2 in the cold. It happened against 
Buffalo at the Scotiabank Arena, where they lost 5-1. It happened against 
Arizona and Columbus and Montreal and Seattle. It happened when they 
won and gave up seven goals against Detroit. The good news, maybe 
the only good news in any of this, is that it is March and the playoffs don’t 
begin until May. 

There is time to get this right. And there is hope Jack Campbell can 
return and give the Maple Leafs something of a semblance of big-league 
goaltending, even though he wasn’t doing much of that before injuring his 
rib. And Mrazek? Well, he appears surprisingly calm and horribly 
unrealistic considering the circumstances. 

He didn’t mind the way he played Sunday. 

He might have been alone. 

Goaltending, as Grant Fuhr proved better than anyone in history, is so 
much about timing. It’s not necessarily about how many goals you let in 
on any given night. It’s about when the goals are scored and how the 
goals are scored — and more than that, it’s about giving your team an 
opportunity to win. 

With the score 2-2 as afternoon was turning to evening in Hamilton, 
Mrazek let in one of those cringe-worthy goals. He let in two of those in 
his last start against Arizona, and coach Sheldon Keefe wanted to pull 
him after the second goal — but he chose not to because the Leafs had 
a minor-leaguer on the bench as a backup and Keefe didn’t want to hang 
the kid out to dry. 

I could have stopped the goal scored by Vinny Hinostroza. I’m 65 years 
old with neuropathy and diabetes and bad vision and if I’m in goal, I stop 
the far-angle shot basically thrown at the net. When a goalie loses his 
way the way Mrazek has lost his way, those kinds of shots go in, and 
shots go in off of your defencemen, and shots placed in the direction of 
your catching glove get batted down instead of caught, as though Mrazek 
was swatting mosquitoes in the summer. 

The time to believe in Mrazek has passed and while the Leafs’ players 
won’t say they have stopped believing in him, their play is speaking 
volumes about their thoughts on the Leafs beleaguered goaltender. The 
Leafs are saying what all hockey teams are taught to say, right out of the 
book of hockey cliches. We have to play better in front of him. We have 
to do more to protect him. We are disappointed that we don’t play better 
against the NHL’s lesser lights. We have to fix that. 

And then they go out and do the same thing — not enough — over and 
over. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Teams don’t respond well to ill-timed goaltending. Use the Edmonton 
Oilers earlier in the season as an example. When Mikko Koskinen was 
fighting the puck, the Oilers couldn’t find ways to win. Coach Dave 
Tippett lost his job in Edmonton because the Oilers lost their way. 

Now Koskinen is making saves and the Oilers are pushing their way into 
the playoffs. 

The Leafs don’t have to worry about making the playoffs. They have to 
worry about advancing, which has been their modus operandi for about 
the past two decades. The Leafs have to find a way to advance. You 
can’t advance with the kind of goaltending the Leafs have had for coming 
on for the past three and a half months now. And it has been that long. 

Three and a half months is not a slump or bad luck or things not going 
your way. Three and a half months is hockey reality. The Leafs play 
Dallas on Tuesday night and Carolina on Thursday night, much better 
teams than they have been losing to of late. Matthews may not play 
Tuesday night, assuming he’s going to be suspended for his rather 
vicious cross-check to the neck of Rasmus Dahlin late Sunday. But the 
best part of this is, the Leafs play better against teams they fear than 
against teams they don’t. 

Maybe rookie Erik Kallgren makes his first NHL start against Dallas 
because they can’t go back to Mrazek again and general manager 
KyleDubas may not have a replacement goalie in time, assuming he 
acquires one. 

This is where the Leafs find themselves. Their best hope in goal is a first-
time starter. Their long-shot is a veteran who can’t seem to catch the 
puck anymore. Campbell is hurt. And no one in hockey wants to do the 
Leafs any favours. 

The outdoor game was an attraction at Tim Hortons Field. The scene 
was spectacular. The crowd was great. The pageantry was everything it 
could be and should be. 

Then the Maple Leafs showed up — doing far too many Maple Leaf 
things. And right now, that isn’t good enough. Not even close to good 
enough. 
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Weak goals, not weather Maple Leafs' worst enemy in Heritage Classic 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Mar 13, 2022 

 

HAMILTON — Petr Mrazek could wish it was the wind that pushed him 
off his post. 

Maybe it was rogue snowflakes that blurred the eyes of Toronto shooters 
on 34 of 36 shots. Or Auston Matthews was just trying to keep his hands 
warm delivering a couple of upper-body crosschecks to Rasmus Dahlin 
that ultimately earned him a Monday hearing with the NHL Department of 
Player Safety. 

In the end, natural elements of the Heritage Classic had less to do with 
the Maple Leafs losing 5-2 to the Buffalo Sabres than their own hiccups 
in The Hammer before 26,119 mostly Toronto fans. Indoors or out, the 
Leafs can’t put beatable teams away, now 2-4 in stretch against non-
playoff clubs, while a lethal combo of weird goals against continues to 
hex. 
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Two of those losses have come against Buffalo, which started the month 
on a six-game losing streak and now had put 10 goals past the Leafs 
including an empty-netter Sunday. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

“There’s no such thing as an off night in this league,” defenceman and 
alternate Morgan Rielly said of that record. “Teams are hungry, guys are 
playing for contracts. 

“We talk about all the right things in the room before the game, whether it 
was this one or playing these guys two weeks ago, or Arizona or Seattle. 
But teams come out and play us hard and it’s on us to respond. 

“I don’t think it’s an issue for us long-term, but right now it’s tough 
sledding.” 

In the Leafs’ tortured 50-year history of road losses to the Sabres, this 
one will definitely linger. They’ve bussed into Buffalo, taken a short plane 
trip, arrived two days ahead, at the last minute and morning skated here 
and there. But it’s added up to 33-67-12. 

This was a new venue, no roof, and the promise of redemption. Instead, 
Mrazek took his place among those many unfortunate netminders, 
despite 33 saves. 

“The third goal didn’t go well,” he said of Vinnie Hinostroza’s second 
strike finding a hole between his arm and the near post. “He put it on and 
it squeezed through my arm. I was too high and went down while he 
shot.” 

On the fourth, also the second of the night for Peyton Krebs, he snuck in 
the back door and beat Mrazek as he knocked his own net off. Surprised 
it jarred so easily, Mrazek and coach Sheldon Keefe argued vehemently 
to no avail. 

“I read the play really well, knew it was coming to the middle and you try 
to push out,” Mrazek said. “I think it was clear I pushed when the puck 
was still behind the net.” 

Those bad goals came in the wake of Hinostroza banking a puck in from 
behind the net off TJ Brodie. Minutes earlier, the Leafs’ defenceman had 
his 300th NHL point on Matthews’ 45th goal. Combined with Ondrej 
Kase’s it provided a 2-1 lead. But they couldn’t take charge. 

“We got some momentum, but their second goal off our foot was a tough 
bounce and we didn’t get enough offence to make up for it,” Keefe said. 

The teams switched ends halfway through the third period to even up the 
gusty conditions. 

“It took some adjusting for sure,” said Keefe of the weather pattern. “But 
as the game went on, it settled down, the snow stopped.” 

Mrazek made 13 first-period saves and was not overly criticized by 
Keefe, but debate of whether to start rookie Erik Kallgren Tuesday versus 
Dallas, or think outside the box for help via trade, will ramp up. 

Right after Matthews was foiled in his wheelhouse by Craig Anderson’s 
glove, John Tavares controlled a draw to William Nylander that Kase 
tapped over the line. Buffalo got that right back when Timothy Liljegren 
jumped off the bench and lost the puck that Krebs converted. While 
Rasmus Sandin returned to the Toronto lineup, Liljegren had a difficult 
day with partner Justin Holl. 

After Alex Kerfoot fed Matthews cross ice on his way off, the former 
snapped it in with arms raised in celebration to the full main grandstand. 

“It’s kind of sad for us (today),” Kase said. “Because the atmosphere was 
pretty good.” 
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SIMMONS SAYS: Maple Leafs have everything but a goalie 

 

Steve Simmons 

Publishing date:Mar 13, 2022  

 

The Maple Leafs have the car, the body, the engine, the tires, the 
technology, the ingenuity, and the pit crew to win the big race. What they 
don’t have is the driver. 

And you can’t win without one. 

Petr Mrazek, at his absolute best, is not a Stanley Cup-winning 
goaltender. He may not be, at this troubled stage of his rather ordinary 
career, an NHL-caliber goalie. To expect him to become something he is 
not is temporary dreaming on the part of the Maple Leafs, which puts 
everything the franchise has proudly built into yet another holding 
pattern. 

Jack Campbell is apparently hurt and out for two weeks — and, usually, 
two weeks means more than two weeks around the Leafs. He wasn’t 
playing well when he got hurt. Mrazek played four of the worst 
goaltending minutes in NHL history the other night and looked absolutely 
lost in doing so. 

The Leafs now have to hope Campbell can come back and return to 
some kind of form or they must acquire a goalie of substance between 
now and next week’s trade deadline or another season of Auston 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, and William Nylander will have nothing to show 
for it. 

It’s different now than in other years. Matthews has never played like this 
before. The Leafs never had a first line like they have now. They never 
had a third line, a matchup line, as good as they have now. Yes, they are 
thin on defence, but Pittsburgh won two Stanley Cups being thin on 
defence. Carolina won a Cup being thin on defence. That can be handled 
with structure. A goaltending problem cannot. 

THIS AND THAT 

Every once in a while an average goalie wins the Stanley Cup: Matt 
Murray won two, Antti Niemi won one — both in relatively recent history 
— but it happens just every once in a while. There has been nothing 
average about Mrazek in his first season with the Leafs. To date, the 
signing has been dreadful. It’s not his fault he’s not up to the task. It’s the 
fault of management for having this remarkable vehicle, and to date 
having no one to drive them across the finish line … Mitch Marner is an 
amazing playmaker: He has 39 assists. The legend, Sidney Crosby, has 
38 assists. Jonathan Huberdeau, having a special year with the Florida 
Panthers, leads the NHL with the remarkable number of 64 helpers … 
The Marc-Andre Fleury story is rather confusing. Last week, I was told by 
a very reliable source that Fleury didn’t want to be traded out of Chicago. 
Just after that, another source of high esteem insisted that the opposite 
was true, that Fleury would definitely be traded by next week’s deadline. 
So now, we wait. The Leafs have shown some interest in Fleury, who 
can still play. Whether they can make it work money-wise is another 
matter. Colorado, apparently, has also shown some interest. Chicago 
has a new general manager in Kyle Davidson, so nobody around the 
league knows what to make of him … Weird thing, building a hockey 
team. Vegas added Jack Eichel and before that Alex Pietrangelo and 
before that Max Pacioretty and Mark Stone. The more great players the 
Golden Knights seem to add, the worse the team plays. Vegas is now a 
50-50 bet to make the playoffs in the Western Conference … Since 
Nathan MacKinnon has returned from injury, Nazem Kadri has returned 
to just about his regular career numbers. He’s now scoring at a 64-point 
pace after putting up 61 points in the first 42 games of this season … 
Cale Makar is now running away with the Norris Trophy, as hard as it is 
to run away from Victor Hedman. A unanimous vote would not be out of 
the question for the Colorado defenceman … Years ago I covered a 
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player named Kevin Lavallee. His coach said at the time he knew 
Lavallee shot hard because he could hear it off the glass. Watching Nick 
Robertson against Arizona I thought the same thing. Three chances to 
score, no shots on goal. Benched in the third period. If you can’t hit the 
net, you can’t play in the NHL, just ask Robertson’s older brother, Jason, 
who has 13 goals in his past 14 games in Dallas … I’ve changed my 
mind completely on Alex Kerfoot. He’s become a valuable, dependable, 
no-maintenance player for the Leafs. I didn’t see that coming. 

HEAR AND THERE 

Why is it news when a baseball player reports to spring training? 
Shouldn’t it be news when they don’t report? … Ballplayers have to be 
vaccinated to play and get paid for playing in Canada this season. 
Broadcasters too, working live. Word out there is that Buck Martinez, who 
didn’t broadcast games at Rogers Centre, will be back in the Blue Jays 
broadcast booth in Toronto, which means he got what he didn’t want to 
get … Marcus Semien hit 45 home runs and knocked in 102 for the Blue 
Jays last season. How do you replace that? The Jays need to find a 
starting second baseman or third baseman of some quality: You can’t 
replace Semien but you can’t have Cavan Biggio starting at second and 
Santiago Espinal starting at third and be serious about contending … 
With three wild card teams now in baseball, the Blue Jays would really 
have to have a pretty crappy season to miss the playoffs. Under this 
year’s setup, the Jays would have played the White Sox a year ago to 
open the post season … The best thing about baseball: talking about 
baseball. It’s the best of all conversational sports. Game today, game 
tomorrow. It’s what made the lockout so lousy: Nobody wants to talk 
about labour issues … I’m looking forward to a full season of George 
Springer or as much of a full season as he can play. He played in less 
than half the Jays games last season … Buck Showalter likes to say you 
can learn a lot about a major league team when you look at who bats 6-
7-8-9 in their lineup. Right now, that would be Randal Grichuk, Cavan 
Biggio, either Alejandro Kirk or Danny Jansen at catcher, and Santiago 
Espinal. In other words, need to get better there … The best part about 
the shift being eliminated in baseball: More fielding plays of quality. The 
shift really took the fun out of infield defence … Baseball locker rooms 
will be open to the media this season, which since COVID hasn’t been 
the case. Now, over to you NHL and NBA. 

SCENE AND HEARD 

I would like nothing better than to see a professional women’s hockey 
league. One league. Not two groups battling in a rather small sport to find 
their piece of the action. Until the women can work together, they have 
no chance of succeeding … Boxing may be rather quiet in most parts of 
the world, but not in Great Britain. A heavyweight title fight between 
champion Tyson Fury and fellow Brit Dillian Whyte (who most people 
have never heard of) has sold out — all 90,000 seats. And who could sell 
that many tickets for any fight anywhere? … Who busted Calvin Ridley, 
the dummy receiver who bet $1,500 on NFL games which will cost him 
his $11 million in salary for this suspended season? The company called 
Genius Sports, who are now partners with both the NFL and the CFL. 
Good thing Ridley didn’t buy Genius stock, however. Since the date the 
CFL announced its partnership with Genius, the stock has dropped 35%, 
which in fairness has nothing to do with the CFL … There’s something 
called the Order of Hockey in Canada, although I’m not sure what the 
purpose of it is. It is, I’m told, to recognize those who have contributed to 
the game. But that’s what the Hockey Hall of Fame does. So this year, 
the Order of Hockey honours Lanny McDonald, Guy Lafleur and Kim St. 
Pierre, who have already been inducted into the Hockey Hall. Why not 
recognize the many amazing people who have contributed to hockey in 
this country and won’t ever find their way to the Hall of Fame? Isn’t that 
what the Order should be? … For Order of Hockey, why not recognize 
Mike Keenan, Don Cherry, Brent Sutter, Tom Watt, John Gardiner, 
Sherry Bassin, Gilles Courteau, Dave Hodge? Those are all choices 
worthy of support … My problem with save percentage as a reliable 
statistic: Two of the four best save percentage seasons in NHL history 
were attained by Craig Anderson and Brian Elliott, both middle-of-the-
road goalies. 

AND ANOTHER THING 

If the Raptors are healthy come playoff time, with a lineup that could 
include five scoring options of significance — Fred VanVleet, Pascal 
Siakam, Gary Trent Jr., Scottie Barnes, OG Anunoby, — and all of them 
reasonable defenders, they could pose trouble for someone in the NBA 
post-season. I’m not sure I would want to match up against those guys 
with Nick Nurse coaching … The high scoring game for Raptors this 
season: Trent 42; VanVleet 37; Anunoby 36; Siakam 35; Barnes 28 … 
Former NHL players and executives Mike O’Connell and Nelson 
Emerson, the one-time skills coaches for the Los Angeles Kings, didn’t 
get enough credit for the job they did in developing Wayne Simmonds 
into a quality NHL player. The big thing they taught him: How to protect 
the puck … My favourite anti-masker: Andy Brown … The mystery of the 
Russell Wilson ‘I want out’ trade: Seattle has great receivers in DK 
Metcalf and Tyler Lockett. Why wouldn’t you want to throw to them? … If 
Steph Curry isn’t your favourite professional athlete, he should be … If 
Cameron Payne of the Phoenix Suns wants a career suggestion post 
basketball: Why not take up soccer? Writhing in pain is part of that sport 
… There’s something neat about an NHL game being played outdoors on 
Sunday in a stadium named for the great NHL player, Tim Horton. Horton 
played 1,308 of his 1,445 games for either the Leafs or the Sabres … 
Happy birthday to Darryl Strawberry (60), Dale Murphy (66), Brayden 
Point (26), Blaine Stoughton (69), Barry Pederson (61) Tristan Thompson 
(31), Dean Dorsey (65), Mikaela Shiffrin (27), L.P. Ladouceur (41), Joe 
Bugner (72), Mikko Koivu (39), and David Terrell (43) … And, hey, 
whatever became of J.P. Losman? 

What I liked best about the National League, before inter-league play 
became so apparent in baseball, was the mystery of the games being so 
very different league to league. 

The National League had bunting and pinch-hitting and strategic 
managing and more maneuvering and every game with the question — 
do you let your pitcher hit and do you take him out? It seemed more of a 
thinking man’s game — even with drawbacks such as the often weak 7-
8-9 batters in so many lineups. 

It wasn’t a better game — just different and certainly distinguishing one 
league from the other. 

When inter-league play became an everyday occurrence in baseball, 
some of the mystery of the National League disappeared for me: It was 
just baseball. Every day. They used the designated hitter in American 
League parks and a messed up AL lineup in National League parks. It 
took away from the all-star game. It’s taken away, for me, something 
from the World Series. 

Now the world and baseball changes. There will be designated hitters all 
over baseball for the first time ever this season. I don’t know if that 
makes baseball better or worse. It just is. There is now a uniformity in the 
rules. There really isn’t anything to distinguish American League from 
National League anymore. 

There will be more offence, less managing, less in-game conversation 
this season than there has ever been before in the NL. It will take some 
time getting used to the universal DH. But tell me now — 49 years after 
the DH came to the American League — what’s the difference between 
American League and National League baseball now? 

Sheldon Keefe has problems other than the gigantic hole in goal. That 
and the fact his Maple Leafs team doesn’t do a particularly good job at 
clearing the front of the Toronto net. 

Keefe has an acknowledged problem with his second line. He has a 
month — or better yet, they have a month — to figure this out. 

In the first two months of the NHL season, John Tavares was tied for 
sixth in the league in scoring, just two points ahead of linemate William 
Nylander, who ranked 15th. The season could not have started better for 
either Tavares or Nylander. 

The last two months, Tavares is playing the kind of hockey that makes 
you wonder what the next few years are going to look like for him. Is he 
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just slowing down or is he slumping? Sometimes it’s hard to distinguish 
one from the other. 

With Nylander, it’s his engine. When he’s going, his talent carries him to 
places few players can go. When he drifts, as he seems to in part of 
every year, he becomes a mystery man. Which Nylander will show up on 
which night? 

The last two months, Nylander has dipped to 73rd in scoring in the NHL; 
Tavares, the fifth highest-paid player in hockey, ranks 85th in that time. 

That isn’t nearly good enough for a team with aspirations beyond just 
making the playoffs. 

Brendan Shanahan and general manager Kyle Dubas have been 
involved in a variety of ways for the last eight drafts by the Maple Leafs. 
In that time, they have selected five goaltenders, the highest pick being 
Joseph Woll, a third-rounder in 2016. 

The other choices: Ian Scott, Zachary Bouthillier, Artur Akhtyamov, and 
Vyacheslav Peksa, none of whom seem on their way to becoming the 
next Felix Potvin or Mike Palmateer. 

Scouting goaltending has historically been something of a mystery for 
most NHL teams. It’s a lot about guessing and in most cases guessing 
wrong. The Leafs have not drafted and developed a goaltender since 
James Reimer in 2006 and while he’s had a fine career, he’s nobody’s 
idea of a starting Stanley Cup goalie. 

Dubas has had some difficulty with goaltending decisions with the Leafs. 
He was convinced Garret Sparks would move from the championship 
Marlies team to the Leafs. That didn’t happen successfully and Sparks 
has settled in as a career minor leaguer. By keeping Sparks, Leafs lost 
the dependable and now retired Curtis McElhinney on waivers. 

And twice Dubas had hopes for Michael Hutchinson, who may now be 
the Leafs No. 5 or 6 goalie. This season, he signed Petr Mrazek, when 
there were warning signs not to. 

It’s the most important position in hockey and really the most 
misunderstood. The Leafs have had a great run of early draft picks from 
Nazem Kadri and Morgan Rielly, before Shanahan and Dubas, to 
Nylander, Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews. But somewhere you have to 
find goaltenders. Dubas did terrific work in acquiring Jack Campbell from 
Los Angeles. He had no idea it would turn out this well or this confusing. 
With goalies, frankly, you never really know. 
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Monday Morning Leafs Report: Can the Maple Leafs really afford to 
stand pat in goal? 

 

Jonas Siegel 

11-14 minutes 3/14/2022 

 

It was only 10 days ago that Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said he 
believed in the goalie tandem of Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek. 

What else could he really say at that point? What was he actually 
thinking? What must he be thinking now? 

If it felt like the ground beneath the Leafs crease was cracking then, 
what’s going on beneath the surface now — with Campbell hurt (amid 
continuing struggles) and Mrazek sinking into an even deeper rut? 

More pertinently: What does it mean for the trade deadline, now one 
week away? Can the Leafs really afford to do nothing? In other words, 
are they at the point now where they must do something just to do, well, 
something? 

It sure feels like it. 

Just last week, we wondered about the marketplace and whether the lack 
of definitive upgrades on Campbell and Mrazek would force the Leafs to 
put all their hopes on Campbell. 

In his next start, Campbell gave up another four goals in a shaky win 
over Seattle. Two days later, the Leafs announced he would miss at least 
two weeks with a rib injury. Which meant more Campbell uncertainty as 
well as a crease that would belong to Mrazek, or so it seemed anyway. 

Eight goals later and it’s no longer a sure thing that Mrazek will, or even 
should, start the next game against Dallas. (Sheldon Keefe wasn’t 
prepared to say after Sunday’s loss.) That the Leafs even had to have a 
conversation about starting Erik Kallgren ahead of Mrazek in the outdoor 
game spoke to their confidence, or lack thereof, in Mrazek. 

This goal can’t go in under any circumstances. 

Neither could the first two that somehow wormed their way past Mrazek 
against Arizona a few nights earlier. Shots are going in that aren’t even 
chances — aren’t anything, really. Rebounds are being kicked every 
which way. 

And with Campbell looking like an even bigger question mark than before 
(maybe the time off will be beneficial?), the Leafs may have no choice 
but to do something, anything, even if the goalie in question may be no 
better, ultimately, than Campbell and Mrazek. 

Doing nothing suddenly doesn’t feel like an option. Even a sideways 
choice like Anton Forsberg, with 77 career starts, might be necessary. Or 
maybe a more risky swing like Semyon Varlamov, who turns 34 next 
month and has another year left at $5 million on the cap. 

Can Dubas convince Marc-Andre Fleury to come to Toronto? (And 
somehow find a way out from the Mrazek contract?) 

Campbell and Mrazek have been among the least effective goalies in the 
league for 2.5 months now. 

Lowest save percentages since Jan. 1: 

1. Jonathan Quick: .879 

2. Jack Campbell: .882 

3. Alex Nedeljkovic: .884 

4. Martin Jones: .884 

5. Jon Gillies: .885 

6. Petr Mrazek: .885 

*Min. 10 starts 

— Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) March 13, 2022 

What if the playoffs roll around in May and nothing’s changed? What if 
Mrazek and Campbell are in more or less the same place? What if no 
one’s grabbed the net? What if goaltending is the reason the Leafs lose 
in the first round again — and management did nothing to address it at 
the trade deadline, when alarms were going off? What if the Leafs, a 
team that’s good enough to win the Stanley Cup, is felled by goaltending 
somewhere along the way after that? 

Can Dubas and the rest of the management team really cross their 
fingers and hope at this point? 

This team can’t go anywhere with goaltending like this. 

I’m all for pragmatism. There may be no choice here. A move just to 
make a move feels necessary. 
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Five Points 

1. Aggression 

Outside of the GM and two goalies (Campbell and Mrazek), there’s 
probably no member of the organization feeling more pressure right now 
than goalie coach Steve Briere. 

It falls to him to re-instill confidence in Campbell and get Mrazek to play 
more consistently. 

According to Mrazek, Briere has been working with him on aggression, 
on “settling in the crease more.” 

“Be aggressive when I have to be, and don’t be as aggressive as I was 
years ago,” Mrazek, dubbed “Raz” by Briere, explained of the coach’s 
teachings. 

Petr Mrazek at the Heritage Classic. (John E. Sokolowski / USA Today) 

Channelling that aggression seems to be the real challenge for Mrazek. 
The 30-year-old had never worked with a goalie coach until he joined the 
Ottawa 67’s as a 17-year-old. He’d come up in Czechia stopping the 
puck any way he could. 

Goalie coaches have been trying to rein in his aggressive tactics ever 
since. 

“There’s (times) that I can be more in the crease, and then when the 
time’s right just to get out of the crease, get aggressive, and be ready for 
a shot,” he said. 

2. Goalie work 

Efforts to improve in every which way were evident on Friday when 
Briere put Mrazek and Kallgren through a full on-ice workout, with help 
from skills coach Denver Manderson. 

Early on, Briere told the goalies he would fire 14 shots, starting on the 
right side of the slot — seven for each goalie. The goal was to keep at 
least 13 of those shots from entering the net, which made for a .930 save 
percentage (more or less), Briere said. 

Mrazek and Kallgren each let only one shot pass. 

Mrazek stopped all seven he faced when Briere slid to the left side of the 
slot. Kallgren gave up a goal on the first and stopped the rest. 

Shortly thereafter, the Leafs goalie coach had his pupils start on the left 
post, slide cross-crease as the puck moved, and then slide back again to 
stop the shot. 

In another drill, Briere stood atop Mrazek’s crease and threw pucks down 
on the ice. Manderson found them wherever they landed and quickly 
shot, forcing Mrazek to react to the chaos accordingly. “These are the 
hardest ones,” Briere said, “when you don’t get to feel a rebound.” 

More work, clearly, lies ahead. 

3. Top heavy 

The Leafs have been hugely dependent on their dominant No. 1 line of 
Auston Matthews, Michael Bunting, and Mitch Marner for offence. 

To what degree? 

5-on-5 offence since Jan. 1 

Goals 

Bunting, Matthews, Marner 

42 

Everyone else 

42 

The Leafs are going to need more from elsewhere at some point. 

With John Tavares and William Nylander slumping for months now, 
Jason Spezza-Wayne Simmonds-led fourth lines providing little (in 
offence or possession), and David Kampf-led units tilting the ice but not 
scoring, this has become a one-line team. 

4. The no-quit line 

One thing that’s made the combination of Ilya Mikheyev, Kampf, and 
Pierre Engvall so effective: They do not quit on any shift. Their collective 
pursuit of the puck is unrelenting. They’re like a swarm of gnats who just 
won’t leave dudes alone. 

This shift against Columbus started with a defensive zone faceoff. Watch 
how the trio wins the puck back again and again after moving it up the ice 
and into the O-zone: 

The shift continues. The pressure does, too. 

5. Brodie/Holl 

Justin Holl seems to be enjoying his recent partnership with T.J. Brodie. 

“He’s smart. He’s always in the right spot. He’s really good with his quick 
passes and getting the puck going the right direction,” Holl gushed of 
Brodie recently. 

Holl went on to add that Brodie excels in “crisis management,” a phrase 
that seems to perfectly encapsulate cool-as-a-cucumber-in-a-bowl-of-hot-
sauce Brodie. “Like, when you need him to bail you out or make a 
desperation defensive play, he’s always there,” Holl said. “He’s really 
good at it.” 

The sample size is still pretty small — 123 minutes over eight games — 
but the results of Brodie-Holl are encouraging (and not unlike those Holl 
once posted with Muzzin): 59 percent expected goals. 

Brodie and Holl have been Dean Chynoweth’s go-to pair for important 
defensive zone faceoffs. 

Holl’s success with Brodie (and Rasmus Sandin before that) seems to 
reinforce the idea that the problems of the Muzzin-Holl combo were more 
Jake Muzzin-related (and goaltending) than not. It also makes you 
wonder where the Leafs go on D from here. 

Is Brodie-Holl their second pair moving forward, even after the deadline? 
If so, what does that mean for Muzzin when he returns? What about 
Morgan Rielly — who waited years to find a partner like Brodie? Are the 
Leafs now trading for a defenceman to play with Rielly? Or do they 
eventually reconnect him with Brodie? 

So much feels unsettled here. 

Bonus Point 

It sure feels like a suspension is coming for Matthews. He will have a 
hearing with NHL Player Safety on Monday for his cross-check on 
Rasmus Dahlin. A fine, along with the penalty he served on Sunday, 
seemed like it might have sufficed given Matthews’ lack of disciplinary 
history. Even for a game, Matthews’ absence would hurt. It’s kind of the 
last thing the Leafs need right now, on top of everything else going on. 

Things I Think I Think 

The Leafs may be costing themselves the division 

If they can’t leapfrog the Panthers and Lightning for the Atlantic Division 
crown this season, a string of recent losses will be to blame. Since mid-
February, the Leafs have dropped games to Montreal, Columbus, Buffalo 
(twice), Vancouver, and Arizona. 

It’s not only the division title at stake. Suddenly, the surging Bruins are 
nipping at the Leafs’ heels. A wild-card spot is now in the cards. 

Object of Curiosity 

When will Jake Muzzin return — and what will he look like? 
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Trade deadline matters are most intriguing right now, obviously. That and 
the situation in goal. 

Somewhat related is Muzzin’s recovery from another concussion. He 
wasn’t seen on the ice for a couple of weeks after he suffered his second 
concussion in under a month on Feb. 21. Last week, however, he was 
back on the ice and inching toward a return. 

Which raises a few big questions. 

When does he return? How soon before the regular season ends on April 
29? Will he get into 10 games before the playoffs begin? Fifteen? Muzzin 
still has to rejoin practice and subsequently be cleared for contact. He’s 
still got a ways to go, and the Leafs will take this thing slow. 

What will Muzzin look like when he does return? This is the biggest 
question. Muzzin hasn’t looked right all season. Will the time away from 
game action be beneficial to his ever-banged-up body? Or will it be that 
much harder to restart the engine? Muzzin turned 33 last month. 

Where do the Leafs use him? And how much? This will obviously depend 
on what Dubas does before the deadline. Does he find a new partner for 
Muzzin to play with? Does Muzzin belong on the third pair, playing 
reduced minutes, at this point? 

So many questions … 
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Maple Leafs report cards: New venue, another loss to lowly Sabres 

 

Kevin Papetti 

10-13 minutes 3/14/2022 

 

The Maple Leafs picked up their second loss to the Sabres this month, 
dropping the Heritage Classic in Hamilton 5-2. A weak third period from 
Petr Mrazek was the main focal point, but goaltending wasn’t their only 
issue, as they failed to outplay one of the worst teams in the league. 
Unfortunately, a move outdoors to Tim Hortons Field for a Sabres “home 
game” did not help. It gets worse for the Maple Leafs, as Auston 
Matthews cross-checked Rasmus Dahlin in the neck in the final minutes, 
which could lead to a suspension. 

First star 

Ilya Mikheyev 

Mikheyev had a decent power play chance in the middle of the second 
period, and a nice shorthanded chance in the third. The checking line did 
their jobs and played low-event hockey. However, the most noteworthy 
thing about Mikheyev’s game was in the final minutes, when he jumped 
into a scrum to defend Matthews and Michael Bunting and took down the 
6-foot-7 Tage Thompson. Toronto’s penalty kill was perfect, and 
Mikheyev was a major reason why. 

Second star 

Mitch Marner 

Marner was held off the scoresheet, but it wasn’t for a lack of trying. He 
set up Matthews with a nice chance to start the second and created a 
nice chance for himself toward the end of the second off one of his 
patented takeaways. He also set up David Kampf with a short-handed 
chance to start the third. Marner also finished with five shots on goal of 
his own, but nothing he created ended up in the back of the net. He 
played well, even though it did not show up in the box score. 

Third star 

Ondrej Kase 

Kase opened the scoring in the second and was rewarded for going to 
the net when William Nylander’s shot took a fortuitous bounce. He 
brought plenty of energy on the forecheck and finished with two shots on 
goal and four hits. The second line hasn’t been great as of late, but Kase 
didn’t look out of place there, even though the unit struggled in terms of 
expected goals. He also provided some value on the penalty kill, which 
was a perfect four-for-four. 

Player reports 

B+ 

Alex Kerfoot 

The Leafs owned 64 percent of the game’s five-on-five expected goals 
when Kerfoot was on the ice, which was a team-high. Given that his 
linemates, Wayne Simmonds and Jason Spezza, have been struggling in 
that regard, this was a welcoming sight. He set up a good shorthanded 
chance for Mikheyev in the third and picked up an assist on Matthews’ 
second-period goal. 

B 

David Kampf and Pierre Engvall 

Kampf had Toronto’s best chance of the first period, as a weird bounce 
on the outdoor rink left him with a high-danger scoring chance. He failed 
to capitalize, but this line barely gave up any chances against once 
again. Kampf was also involved in multiple two-on-one chances while 
shorthanded. Ultimately, their line did their job successfully. 

B- 

Auston Matthews 

Toronto’s Hart Trophy candidate did not seem to be phased by the 
outdoor environment. He had a nice chance on the power play at the end 
of the first, and Craig Anderson robbed him of a one-timer goal early in 
the second. While that save got a loud reaction from the fans, Matthews 
ended up getting him back on his next shift, beating Anderson on his 
blocker side to give the Leafs a 2-1 lead. He was stopped on a partial 
breakaway toward the end of the second and finished with five shots on 
goal. Unfortunately, Matthews got in a scrum with Dahlin in the final 
minutes and retaliated with a cross-check to Dahlin’s neck. He’ll certainly 
get fined, and we shouldn’t be surprised if he gets suspended. 

C+ 

The second pair (T.J. Brodie and Justin Holl) 

Holl wasn’t overly noticeable, other than when he fanned on the puck in 
the third period which led to a Sabres breakaway and power play. Brodie 
picked up his 300th career NHL point with an assist on Matthews’ goal 
and extended his point streak to four games in the process. 
Unfortunately, he ended up quickly giving that back, as an innocent pass 
from Vinnie Hinostroza hit off his skate and past Mrazek. He also took a 
tripping penalty. The Leafs won their minutes by a slight margin in terms 
of expected goals, but neither player was a major positive. 

C 

Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds 

Neither player was overly noticeable. They each finished with one shot 
on goal and were around the break-even mark in terms of expected 
goals. The Leafs have been losing their minutes quite often as of late, so 
hopefully Kerfoot’s two-way play and transition skill will help them get 
back on track. They need to get on the scoreboard at some point, but 
they both played fine. 

John Tavares and William Nylander 
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Tavares picked up an assist on the game’s first goal when he won an 
offensive zone face-off cleanly. Nylander shot the puck a second later, 
and the goal light went on within a few seconds. Tavares came close to 
setting up Kase with a breakaway in the middle of the second and put the 
puck off Anderson’s mask in the third. While both players registered a 
point, they were Toronto’s worst players in terms of expected goals. 
Given their paycheques and expectations, they should be able to 
dominate against a weak Sabres roster. 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting stood up for Matthews at the end of the game, challenging Dylan 
Cozens. While that was nice to see, Bunting was pretty invisible for most 
of the night and failed to record a shot on goal. His point streak was 
snapped at seven games, and given the calibre of linemates he plays 
with, you expect him to create a chance or two for himself on any given 
night. Expect Bunting and his line to get back to having multi-point games 
once they’re back on better ice conditions. 

Morgan Rielly 

Morgan Rielly was Morgan Rielly once again, as both teams had plenty 
of scoring chances when he was on the ice. He finished with a team-high 
six shots on goal, but many of them were of the low-danger variety. I’d 
like to see him opt for the pass a little bit more often, but the shot-first 
approach does make some sense in the outdoor environment. 

Ilya Lyubushkin 

Lyubushkin spent some time with Rielly toward the end of the game, and 
also got some time on the penalty kill. He wasn’t overly noticeable, 
however, other than when he took a bad hooking penalty toward the end 
of the second. 

D+ 

Rasmus Sandin 

Sandin returned to the lineup for the first time since March 2 when he 
struggled mightily on the right-side against this Sabres team. He was 
back on the left-side for this one, but the results were not much better. 
His pairing gave up a breakaway to Dahlin in the first, and he had a 
turnover on the power play that led to a decent chance against. He also 
had a turnover on Buffalo’s third goal and didn’t really do anything 
offensively. 

Timothy Liljegren 

Liljegren was the main player to blame for Buffalo’s first goal, as he lost a 
race to the puck, and the Sabres capitalized on the resulting three-on-
two. However, it was a bit of a weird play, as it looked like there was no 
one between him and the puck until Hinostroza jumped in and 
immediately chipped it around him. His transition defence was a positive 
in the first, but he took a bad tripping penalty to start the third and ended 
up with just over ten-and-a-half minutes of ice time. While he started off 
playing with Rielly, he finished the game with Sandin. 

Petr Mrazek 

Mrazek desperately needed a bounce-back start after giving up four 
goals on twelve shots against the Coyotes on Thursday. He got off to a 
great start, stopping all fourteen shots he faced in the first period, 
including a breakaway chance from Dahlin. The team in front of him got 
outplayed, and while Mrazek was not spectacular, he was a big reason 
why the game remained scoreless. 

He gave up two goals in the second, but neither was really on him. The 
first goal came off of a one-timer after a cross-ice pass, and the second 
goal went off of Brodie’s skate and in. Mrazek essentially did everything 
the Leafs asked of him in the opening forty minutes, saving 21-of-23 
shots. 

Mrazek was twenty minutes away from a quality start, and started the 
third period off with two nice gloves saves, including this one on Casey 
Mittelstadt: 

Unfortunately, 45 minutes of good goaltending didn’t cut it. Mrazek let in 
a terrible goal early in the third period, as Hinostroza scored on a weak 
shot from an awkward angle. Buffalo’s fourth goal wasn’t much better, as 
the puck ended up squeaking through him after he hit the net off. There 
were certainly some bright spots from Mrazek, but he continues to let in 
at least a soft goal or two every night, and it’s not acceptable. He’s 
allowed four or more goals in four straight and three or more in five 
straight. This one needs to be stopped: 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: C- 

The Leafs were expected to win this game, and their goaltending hurt 
them once again in the final period. However, goaltending wasn’t their 
only issue, as they failed to outplay one of the bottom teams in the NHL. I 
have a difficult time taking away much, as outdoor games almost feel like 
an entirely different sport, but it’s certainly not a good sign that the Leafs 
have lost to the Sabres twice in less than two weeks. Getting back to a 
proper ice surface will help, but we’re once again left with serious 
questions about their goaltending. 

It still feels like this roster has serious holes. I’m not sure if it’s Anton 
Forsberg, Marc-Andre Fleury, Semyon Varlamov, or Anthony Stolarz who 
is the answer in net, but I’m pretty confident it’s not Mrazek. The second 
line didn’t fare all that well by the numbers, and Toronto’s young 
defencemen struggled. It might be a busy week for Kyle Dubas and 
Toronto’s front office. 

Where do the Leafs go from here? 

The Leafs will take on the Stars on Tuesday night at Scotiabank Arena. 
Dallas will be without star defenceman Miro Heiskanen, who was recently 
diagnosed with mononucleosis. Goaltender Jake Oettinger gave up six 
goals on Saturday against the Rangers but is in the midst of putting 
together a strong season. We shall see if Matthews will miss this game 
due to a suspension. After losing to the Coyotes and Sabres in 
consecutive games, the Leafs could sure use a win against the Stars. 
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Rangers keep putting newfound resiliency on display 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 3/13/2022 

 

The thing about this Rangers team that is drastically different than years 
past is a self-awareness throughout the lineup that allows it to respond to 
hardship. 

It has shown in the ability to go through 59 games this season without 
once losing three in a row in regulation, with only one stretch of three 
consecutive losses dating back to November, when they still picked up 
points in back-to-back overtime games against the Canucks and Oilers. 

Coming off two of the most disheartening losses of the season at 
Minnesota and St. Louis, in which they were out-hustled in embarrassing 
fashion, the Rangers responded Saturday night against the Stars with a 
7-4 victory that could’ve gone the other way had the club given up after 
another poor first period. 
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Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Looking back to last season, the Rangers were more likely to collapse 
under such circumstances. The Blueshirts are now an impressive 14-6-2 
following a regulation or overtime defeat this season. During the 
truncated 2020-21 campaign, they compiled a 9-12-2 record after any 
sort of loss. 

“I don’t know if we needed the message from our coach,” forward Dryden 
Hunt said after the win Saturday, referring to how head coach Gerard 
Gallant firmly expressed his disappointment with the team’s recent play. 

“I think the one great thing about this team is that it comes from within 
ourselves. We have a lot of pride in that room. It was tough to lose those 
two games — not just losing, but the way we lost. We just had no 
response, so it was nice to play the way we did.” 

Between Gallant’s don’t-sweat-the-small-stuff mentality and the group 
leadership effort from the six alternate captains, the Rangers have had a 
short-term memory all season long. It is a trait the Rangers will need to 
maintain as they push for an optimal playoff position down the stretch, 
and into the postseason. 

The surprising decision to name six alternates in Chris Kreider, Mika 
Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, Jacob Trouba, Barclay Goodrow and Ryan 
Strome instead of one captain has catered to the identity the Rangers are 
trying to establish. It has seemingly done wonders for the team dynamic. 

The one-for-all, all-for-one way of thinking has had the Rangers on the 
same page almost all the time. 

“Something we’ve been good at all year is when a team does have a 
good push, we’re able to nip that in the bud and have our own push and 
we haven’t had that the last couple games so we need to get back to 
that,” said top-line winger Chris Kreider, who has had an ‘A’ sewn on his 
jersey the last four seasons. “That’s been a staple for us. I think that level 
of poise, knowing that the other teams got good players, they’re going to 
make plays, stuff’s going to happen. But kind of water off the duck’s back 
as opposed to letting that build and letting frustration creep into our 
game. 

“Another team has good stretch or a good push, we’ve been able to 
refocus over the course of the year so we need to be able to get back to 
that.” 

Zibanejad, who has been an alternate captain as long as Kreider has 
been, noted that the Rangers need to keep their game simple when it 
feels like things aren’t going their way. Playing together and helping each 
other out, he said, will prevent the Rangers from trying to do too much. 

Kreider agreed. 

“It starts with me,” Kreider said. “It starts with all of our veteran guys.” 

The Rangers assigned Tim Gettinger back to AHL Hartford on Sunday. 
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Rangers use seventh defenseman to give top blueliners a break 

 

Mollie Walker 
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DALLAS — Rangers coach Gerard Gallant went with 11 forwards and 
seven defensemen for the second time in the past week in their 7-4 win 
over the Stars on Saturday night at American Airlines Center. 

The main reason for structuring the lineup that way, he said, was to 
manage minutes for some key defensemen. Gallant also alluded to one 
defenseman being “bumped up,” which prompted the coach to dress an 
extra to alleviate some of the defensive core’s workload. 

“We talk about minutes for some of our key defensemen, and that’s what 
we thought,” he said. “That’s the main reason we went with it.” 

Libor Hajek served as the seventh defenseman, as he did when the 
Rangers lined up the same way in the 4-1 win in Winnipeg at the start of 
the road trip, skating a team-low 5:28 over eight shifts on Saturday. A 
bulk of Hajek’s ice time came next to Adam Fox, but he also skated 
alongside Braden Schneider a bit as well. 

The Rangers have run their top two D pairs ragged and it’s shown in 
recent games, particularly Fox and Ryan Lindgren. After the two had a 
tough night in St. Louis, finishing a minus-four, Gallant evidently wanted 
to take some of the pressure off with some more bodies on the back end. 

Still, Fox and Lindgren remained together for a majority of the game. Fox 
led all Rangers defensemen with 22:40, while Lindgren logged 16:47. 
Lindgren’s 16:19 on Thursday against the Blues was a season low. 

Lindgren may be the defenseman Gallant referred to who is banged up. 
On March 2 against the Blues, Lindgren needed to be helped off the ice 
by goalie Igor Shesterkin. Gallant went with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen for the first time in the following game. 

As a result of going with 11 forwards, usual fourth-liner Ryan Reaves was 
a healthy scratch for the first time this season. Gallant said sitting Reaves 
was a coach’s decision. 

“We wanted to change some things up, that’s all,” Gallant said. “Nothing 
he did wrong, that’s just what we wanted to go with.” 

The Rangers’ seven goals matched their highest output of the season, 
tying the seven they scored against the Coyotes on Jan. 22. 

Saturday marked the Rangers’ final game of their last four-city road trip 
of the season. The Rangers only have nine road games left on their 
regular-season schedule. They won’t have to travel far for four of those 
games, with two against the Devils in Newark, one on Long Island 
against the Islanders and another in Boston. 
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Why the NY Rangers shouldn't be afraid to act boldly at the trade 
deadline 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

7-8 minutes 3/14/2022 

 

In the leadup to this year’s NHL trade deadline, my emails and Twitter 
mentions have been overflowing with several versions the same 
question. 

Which player(s) are the New York Rangers going to acquire to fortify this 
flawed-but-uniquely-gifted roster? 

It’s been a months-long guessing game, but I have good news: We’ll 
have a definitive answer next week. The March 21 deadline is finally 
close enough that you can see it on the horizon. 
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What team president Chris Drury has up his sleeve remains somewhat of 
a mystery. We know forward is his positional priority, we know who some 
of the primary targets are and we know he has more free cap space than 
any other GM — over $31 million by next Monday, according to 
CapFriendly.com. 

But we still don’t know all of the teams that will ultimately be sellers – 
Dallas and Vancouver seem unlikely at this point, having rallied their way 
back into the Western Conference playoff race, while Anaheim and 
Winnipeg are within striking distance – and we don’t know if the Rangers 
are going to get an extension done with center Ryan Strome this week. 
(Talks had cooled as of last week, but that could change quickly.) 

Those are all important factors, but at the heart of the debate is one 
burning question: How many chips is Drury willing to push into the middle 
of the table? 

New York Rangers team president and general manager Chris Drury. 

There are two schools of thought. Some will reasonably argue that this is 
the first year of contention for a young team that should have an 
extended window. The prudent strategy is to be conservative, saving 
assets for another day and letting this core get its first taste of playoff 
action before reassessing in the offseason. The chances of the Rangers 
actually winning it all are relatively slim anyway, right? 

That all may be true, but there are valid counter arguments that I believe 
some in the organization are taking quite seriously – and it starts with the 
belief that no opportunity should be taken for granted. 

Just because the 37-17-5 Rangers are firmly in playoff position doesn’t 
mean it’s going to be this way every year. They’ve exceeded 
expectations and earned the right to go for it. An addition or two who 
could improve their five-on-five play while lengthening the lineup would 
send a compelling message to the locker room that Drury believes in 
them and is rewarding their efforts. 

Some will point out that the team’s best player, Igor Shesterkin, is 26 and 
just entering his prime. But will he be playing at a Vezina Trophy (or Hart 
Trophy) level every season? Perhaps, but Rangers’ fans know all too 
well that a star goalie’s career can come and go in a flash without ever 
reaching the promised land. 

Shesterkin is the best goalie in the world right now, with no guarantees 
that his health and performance will maintain these lofty standards 
annually. He has the potential to be the biggest X-factor in any playoff 
series, which gives the Rangers an advantage that very few teams can 
match. 

In fact, they have five stars who are on par with any quintet in the league 
– Shesterkin, forwards Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and Mika 
Zibanejad, and defenseman Adam Fox. And while Fox is only 24, 
Zibanejad is 28 and Kreider and Panarin are each 30. Will they be this 
good as they inch deeper into their 30s? It’s an unknown compared to 
the evidence we see in front of us in this moment. 

Remember, Drury was promoted to kick-start the win-now process, which 
led to the hiring of head coach Gerard Gallant and the additions of 
veterans such as Barclay Goodrow and Ryan Reaves. And while the 
roster he’s put together still largely feels incomplete, the way this team 
has shown resilience in the face of adversity – as they did again in 
Saturday’s 7-4 comeback win in Dallas – tells you that a winning culture 
is being fostered. 

This is all not to say that Drury should act recklessly and mortgage the 
future. He needs to be careful about future cap considerations, as the 
financial situation will get very tight once new extensions for Fox and 
Zibanejad kick in next season. He's going to need to get creative to fill 
holes and shouldn’t give up many, if any, prime assets for rentals who 
could only be here for a couple months. 

But he's aware that some of those assets will depreciate over time. For 
example, how long can the Rangers hold onto their overflow of 
defensemen prospects before their value diminishes? Nils Lundkvist has 

been heating up with AHL Hartford, posting eight points (two goals and 
four assists) in his last six games, but he’s stuck behind Fox, Jacob 
Trouba and Braden Schneider on the right-handed D depth chart. You 
could say the same on the left side with Zac Jones and Matthew 
Robertson playing most of the season in Hartford. 

Eventually, at least one or two will have to be moved. And while Drury 
shouldn’t surrender his top prospects for middle-of-the-road rentals, he 
should explore whether packaging one of them with a draft pick could net 
him an impact player who changes the dynamic of the lineup. 

At the top of that list is San Jose’s Tomas Hertl, who would create a 1-2-
3 center punch with Zibanejad and Strome that would rival any in the 
NHL. The Sharks are pushing to sign him to an extension, but many 
remain skeptical about their chances. And if they can't get a deal done 
soon, the expectation is that he'll be traded. At this point, Hertl has better 
odds of being dealt than some of the other top forwards who would fit, 
such as Vancouver’s J.T. Miller and Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele. 

Drury would draw a harder line if the targets were third-line types, such 
as Anaheim’s Rickard Rakell, Arizona’s Phil Kessel or Winnipeg’s 
Andrew Copp. But those would still be worthwhile additions that wouldn’t 
require as much in return as Hertl, Miller or Scheifele. 

Would that be enough to put the Rangers over the top? Probably not, but 
it would certainly improve their chances. The lack of scoring from their 
bottom six has been a glaring issue all season, which could be 
addressed with a calculated move or two. 

The result may be a second-round exit instead of a first – but what if they 
caught fire at the right time? Crazier things have happened. And even if it 
only made them a round or two better, playing deeper into the playoffs 
would provide extremely valuable experience for Fox, Alexis Lafrenière 
and the rest of the youth. (Plus more excitement for fans.) 

Drury shouldn’t lose sight of the big picture and sell the farm, nor should 
he force a trade just for the sake of making one. But if an enticing deal 
presents itself, he shouldn’t be afraid to act boldly, either. 
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LeBrun: Jakob Chychrun's injury complicates deadline plans, latest on 
Ben Chiarot, Tomas Hertl and more 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-11 minutes 13/03/2022 

 

One week to the trade deadline and this is when the selling teams hold 
their breath and hope their potential moving parts don’t get injured. 

Normally, players start to get pulled out of the lineup around Thursday or 
so before a Monday deadline. Some teams wait until the weekend, the 
final game before the deadline. 

If I’m the Canadiens, I would pull Ben Chiarot out of the lineup as early 
as Tuesday to be safe. Especially given how he plays the game. 

What you want to avoid is the injury scare the Coyotes now have with 
Jakob Chychrun. 

The top name on most trade deadline boards, the Coyotes blueliner left 
Saturday night’s game in Boston with a lower-body injury. He has flown 
back to Arizona to undergo further evaluation. The early sense is that it’s 
not too serious but the team won’t know for sure until results from the 
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MRI give a clearer picture and as of Sunday morning, it was believed the 
medical update would take a few days. 

So here’s hoping it’s not serious because I’m sure the player himself 
probably wants a trade over with after months of speculation. Otherwise, 
a Chychrun trade could be shelved until the offseason, which was always 
an option anyway if Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong didn’t get his high asking 
price met. After all, Chychrun isn’t a rental, he’s signed for three more 
years after this season at a $4.6 million AAV. 

Either way, teams are now looking on with keen interest as far as the 
medical update. 

There’s some irony the injury happened against the Bruins, a club that’s 
been identified as one of the many Chychrun suitors. 

I think the Kings also remain among the teams keeping close tabs on the 
Chychrun situation. 

And while I know people keep speculating about Florida, I don’t actually 
think the Panthers have been that heavily involved since making a trade 
offer to Arizona back in January that didn’t get it done. Things could 
change, but I don’t think the Panthers are in on Chychrun at the moment. 
Of course, we know that can change with one phone call. 

One new team, at least for me, that I heard had kicked tires on Chychrun 
was the Ducks. Maybe it was just information-gathering on the part of 
Ducks GM Pat Verbeek but I wonder if he’s unable to re-sign Hampus 
Lindholm and trades him if there’s an appetite to try and turn around and 
take a swing on the 23-year-old Chychrun who would fit with the 
rebuilding Ducks. And I mean, the medical update on Chychrun, either 
way, wouldn’t change any plans for the Ducks who would be in long-
term, roster-building mode anyway. 

I believe Lindholm has generated the most interest on the trade market 
among the pending UFA defensemen and that’s not surprising. He’s 
certainly No. 1 on my list for rental blueliners. 

The Panthers have kept regular tabs on Lindholm as they have on 
Chiarot and other blueliners. Florida is actively keeping tabs on a lot of 
situations. 

Lindholm would be a perfect fit in Boston, too. But I mean, I could make 
the case for several playoff teams who could use Lindholm. 

But first, the sense over the weekend was that Verbeek would take one 
last run at re-signing Lindholm before focusing only on his trade market. 
Although it’s pretty evident he’s been managing parallel tracks on that 
anyway. 

As of Sunday morning, I don’t believe the Ducks had talked to Lindholm’s 
camp, led by agent Claude Lemieux, in about a week or so. At last 
check, the Ducks were willing to do a five-year extension but Lindholm’s 
camp was consistent in wanting longer term than that. I say consistent 
because I think former Ducks GM Bob Murray got the same response 
last summer when he had extension talks with Lemieux on Lindholm. 

So, let’s see whether or not Verbeek and Lemieux can find a 
breakthrough on term or whether this is headed for a trade. 

My sense is that the Lindholm situation has affected Montreal on Chiarot, 
who has nonetheless generated consistent and sizeable interest. But 
some teams want to make sure they know what’s going on with Lindholm 
before making their best offer to the Canadiens on Chiarot. That’s no big 
deal for the Habs — after all, if Lindholm gets dealt, only one team gets 
him. 

Elsewhere around the NHL, with the annual caveat that things change 
quickly: 

• I think the Flames remain among the several teams interested in 
Chiarot. Remember that Calgary tried to get him in the Tyler Toffoli trade 
last month but couldn’t make a bigger deal work. But the Flames have 
continued to keep tabs on Chiarot with the obvious issue right now that I 
think Calgary views the current price as too high. My sense is the Habs 

have strong interest in Flames prospect Jakob Pelletier, the team’s 2019 
first-round pick. 

• Count the Hurricanes among the several teams who have inquired on 
pending UFA defenseman Josh Manson in Anaheim. The Canes have 
almost no cap space so even if the Ducks were willing to eat 50 percent 
of Manson’s $4.1 million cap hit, I think Carolina would need a broker 
team to further cut down the AAV. Which adds to the acquisition cost. 
Speaking of cost, as of Sunday it sounded too high for the Canes. But 
there’s still one week to go. I really do like the idea of Manson in 
Carolina. I also think Manson in Minnesota would make sense but Wild 
GM Bill Guerin has been consistent so far in not wanting to trade his first-
round pick. 

• The Capitals are scouring the market for a middle-six forward. I think 
Artturi Lehkonen would potentially be a good fit. Although let me stress 
again the Habs aren’t 100 percent dealing the pending RFA. Six or seven 
teams have reached out to Montreal on Lehkonen and the message from 
GM Kent Hughes is that the Habs value what Lehkonen brings both on 
the ice and as part of the cultural fabric of the team. So the price is high: 
at least a first-round pick. 

• Negotiations continue between the Sharks and Tomas Hertl’s camp. I 
got a feeling the Sharks will end up going to a place contract-wise that’s 
going to be pretty close to where Hertl needs it to be. I feel that because 
the Sharks, as I reported last week, have told teams they’re not ready to 
listen on trade offers yet and are solely focused on signing their star 
player to an extension. They’re all-in on it. But this isn’t just about getting 
the contract where it needs to be. Even after that perhaps happens, 
there’s another question that ultimately only Hertl himself can answer: 
Where does he see the Sharks over the next number of years? Does he 
see a path to winning? 

That’s going to loom large before he signs an extension or not. The 
Sharks, as of Sunday, remained confident things were headed in the 
right direction and they could get Hertl signed. The clock is ticking, not 
just for the obvious reason that the trade deadline is next Monday but 
also because there’s a lot of work to be done if for whatever reason Hertl 
doesn’t sign. His no-trade clause dictates there are only three teams he 
can be traded to without his consent. So he has a 90 percent no-trade 
clause. Any trade would pretty much have to go through him. That limits 
the field. And that takes time to flesh out. I think the Sharks are hoping 
for clarity, either way, by Wednesday or Thursday. 

• There’s been a constant four to five teams keeping in touch with 
Philadelphia on pending UFA defenseman Justin Braun, 35. His $1.8-
million AAV is an attractive aspect with so many teams right at the cap. 
So are his 100 career playoff games. I’m guessing the Flyers are hoping 
for a second-round pick, and maybe they get it. My sense is most teams 
want him for a third-round pick right now. 

• The Penguins are making calls looking for a scoring winger who, in a 
perfect world, is not a rental. They’ve got enough pending UFAs on their 
roster as it is. So GM Ron Hextall is looking for more of a hockey deal if 
possible. 

• We’ve reported already on the potential interest from Washington and 
Toronto regarding Marc-Andre Fleury. I believe a handful of teams have 
checked in with Hawks GM Kyle Davidson to at least inform themselves 
on the pending UFA and future Hall of Fame goaltender. It’s going to 
come down to whether Fleury wants to be moved at all, and if so, I think 
he will be picky about a place where he feels he can win. 

“There has been great communication between Marc-Andre Fleury and 
Kyle Davidson. We’ve all talked but there are, as of today, no updates to 
report on his situation,” Fleury’s agent Allan Walsh said on Sunday. 

What I think an asking price would look like from Chicago in a Fleury 
trade: a first-round pick (or first-round-level prospect) and maybe a mid-
round pick. The second pick likely depends on whether the Hawks need 
to take back a contract and how bad that contract is. 

But the key is: a first-round pick. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The scenery changed, the theme remained: Maple Leafs' 
crease still cold as ice 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 13, 2022, 7:45 PM 

 

HAMILTON, Ont. – What’s colder? 

A sub-zero outdoor game waged in the wind tunnel that is Hamilton’s Tim 
Hortons Field? Or the temperature inside the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
crease these days? 

The scenery changed; the theme remained. 

The Maple Leafs blew a couple leads, and Petr Mrazek gave up a stinker 
late, as the rebuilding Buffalo Sabres won their second event game in 
four days, swiping Sunday’s Heritage Classic 5-2. 

A safe and scoreless first period played through flurries gave way to a 
flurry of goals in the second frame. 

Ondrej Kase deposited a wonky rebound off a William Nylander shot off 
an O-zone faceoff to get the Maple Leafs on the board. 

Peyton Krebs provided an immediate response, pounding a one-timer 
from past Mrazek to tie the game 41 seconds later. 

Then it was time for Auston Matthews — who played OT hero at his first 
outdoor game, 2017’s Centennial Classic — to do his thing. 

Matthews ripped a wrister past his original victim, Craig Anderson, from 
distance for his league-leading 45th of the season.  

An “M-V-P!” chant arose from the toqued masses. (Let’s not kid 
ourselves: While technically, the Heritage Classic was a Sabres home 
date, the Maple Leafs will finish this unusual season with 42 home 
games.) 

Matthews has now scored 38 in his past 39 games and is riding his 
seventh career goals streak of five-plus games. 

“He could finish with 60,” said Wayne Gretzky, from the TNT broadcast 
booth. 

Buffalo responded again. This time in a wave. 

A rushing Vinnie Hinostroza threw a seemingly harmless puck into the 
slot that bounced off T.J. Brodie’s skate and deflected into the Leafs’ net. 
Fine. Chalk that one up to crumby luck. 

But Hinostroza struck again in the third, scoring from a surprise goal-line 
shot that zipped by Mrazek at a regrettable angle. There’s the winner and 
the backbreaker. 

"For me, personally, it didn't go well. The third goal,” said Mrazek. “I know 
he's gonna shoot it. 

“Doesn’t feel good when you lose the game.” 

It was the kind of goal that won’t quiet the Leafs-need-a-goalie crowd 
anytime soon. Like the one Leafs fan spotted holding aloft a handmade 
sign that read simply: “I MISS FREDDY.” 

Krebs’ second of the evening added insurance, and Tage Thompson 
tacked on an empty-netter. Buffalo has outscored Toronto 10-3 head-to-
head this month. 

The Maple Leafs have now surrendered at least four goals in six 
consecutive games, their most porous such stretch since 2006, and in 10 
of their past 12. 

GM Kyle Dubas reasserted his faith in Mrazek (and the injured Jack 
Campbell) in a televised interview with Sportsnet Saturday night. 

“He’s a veteran guy that’s been able to overcome this in the past,” Dubas 
said, “and we believe that he will.” 

Keefe believes the outdoor environment is an unfair one in which to 
judge goaltending, forgiving Mrazek a couple of funky bounces. He’s 
wise enough not to douse a fire with gasoline. 

But the coach also didn’t want to immediately commit to going back to 
Mrazek for Tuesday’s game versus Dallas. 

By then we will also know if Matthews is in line for any supplemental 
disciple for his cross-check on Rasmus Dahlin during the game’s fiery 
conclusion. 

"I haven’t seen the replay of it. It’s battling in front of the net. I felt like I 
kind of rode up his shoulder and his shoulder pad rolled up a little bit. 
That’s hockey,” Matthews said. “It’s competitive out there. Guys are 
physical and trying to compete." 

Dahlin didn’t angle for a suspension post-game. 

“It’s hockey,” the defenceman said. “Things happen out there. It’s 
intense. I’m fine.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Sheldon Keefe’s reasoning for moving Kase alongside John Tavares 
and William Nylander on the second line: The coach wanted Alexander 
Kerfoot to centre the slowing Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds on 
the fourth line, no doubt to bring speed and responsibility up the middle 
of that unit. 

• The NHL’s outdoor games have turned into hockey Halloween when it 
comes to arrival outfits. 

The Sabres went full fun, gearing up as Will Ferrell’s Flint Tropics from 
Semi-Pro, after an unnamed NHL team stole their original idea from an 
earlier outdoor game. 

The Maple Leafs gave a historical nod to Hamilton, dressing up as 
Steelco workers, complete with double-doubles in hand. 

“A terrific opportunity to honour a terrific company, a 100-year-old 
company here in Hamilton. One hundred years old, just like ourselves, 
the Maple Leafs,” Keefe said of the player-driven costumes. 

“Terrific men and women that have been a staple in this community here 
in Hamilton and across our country. I thought it was excellent.” 

• Loved seeing Canada’s gold-medal-winning women’s team out in full 
force, linking arms for “O Canada.” 

• Kyle Dubas sent a message to those arguing that 26-year-old Michael 
Bunting is too old to be considered a serious Calder Trophy threat in a 
race that features 19-year-old Lucas Raymond and 20-year-old Moritz 
Seider. 

“I know they’re four, five years younger than him, but Michael Bunting 
until he was 17 years old played AA hockey. Some of those players when 
they were 17 years old were in the best development programs in 
hockey, and some played professional hockey,” Dubas told Elliotte 
Friedman on-air. 

“Anyone who’s trying to discount him just needs to be enlightened a bit 
on his path.” 

KHL imports Kirill Kaprizov won the Calder at age 23, Artemi Panarin at 
age 24. 
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• Both the Sabres and Leafs’ throwback kits were beautiful. Interesting 
note here from Chris Creamer on the background of the tone-on-tone 
Arenas design: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite circumstances, Flames put up valiant fight during 
loss to Avalanche 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 14, 2022, 12:15 AM 

 

Unlike most things that have happened to the Calgary Flames this 
season, this one you could see coming. 

A loss in Colorado seemed inevitable for many reasons, not the least of 
which is the fact the Avalanche are the class of the NHL and owners of 
the league’s best home record. 

Playing their sixth game in nine nights, the Flames arrived in Denver in 
the wee hours of Sunday morning for a game with an early puck drop on 
a day when all of us in daylight saving time were shortchanged an hour. 

Oh, and then there’s the fact the well-rested Avalanche felt they had a 
score to settle with a Flames team that beat them in overtime eight days 
earlier using a backup goalie who was destined to get the start again. 

Yet, given the fact the Flames are the NHL’s hottest team over the last 
six weeks, there was still hope. 

Although they gave up a power-play goal to Nathan MacKinnon midway 
through the opening period, hope lasted well into the third period of a 
one-goal game the Flames fought hard to stay in despite the 
circumstances. 

MacKinnon’s second of the game, scored early in the third period off a 
faceoff scramble, was later capped by a Mikko Rantanen empty-netter 
that sealed a 3-0 win for the Avs. 

"I'm sure it did (have an effect),” said Sutter of a rugged stretch in which 
the Flames went 4-2, including wins over the Avs, Edmonton Oilers, 
defending champ Tampa Bay Lightning and Detroit Red Wings less than 
24 hours earlier. 

“We've played a lot of games in a short amount of time. The way the 
schedule is this year, it happens lots to teams. You're very seldom 
critiquing effort. You're criticizing the schedule than anything else. I'm 
sure they'd say the same thing. They're coming off those three games 
(out) east and get a day off. It makes a big difference. They're people, 
right? They're not machines, these kids. I don't think many teams 
question how hard their teams play." 

The effort was certainly there for a Flames team that came out in front of 
Dan Vladar with a shocking amount of energy and physicality in a game 
they knew would have more pace than normal. 

It set the tone for a night that saw the Flames outshoot the hosts 46-32, 
only to be blanked for the first time this season. 

A bounce here or there and the Flames might have stolen a point. 

Much like it was eight days earlier, it was intense, skilled, fast-paced 
hockey between two teams that many hope will meet up in the Western 
Conference final.  

The hockey world is already looking forward to the rubber match in 
Calgary on March 29. 

"It's playoff-type hockey right now,” said Trevor Lewis. 

“Those are going to be the games like playoffs, so you've got to make 
sure you get that extra push in the third and bear down on our 
opportunities. It's a lot of games, but we kept it close there. It was 1-0 
going into the third and had a power play and couldn't capitalize on it. We 
just need that little extra oomph tonight and couldn't seem to find it 
there." 

The Flames’ top line was dangerous all night, but it was Vladar who was 
the Flames' best player, keeping the score close with several stellar 
stops. Both MacKinnon goals beat the backup under his blocker, but he 
was equal to the task on three other shots from the Avs star, who was in 
full beast mode once again.   

"I think it was a hard-fought game,” added Sutter, whose club lost some 
early momentum with a Nikita Zadorov penalty against his former team 
that opened the door for MacKinnon’s first strike.  

“They scored a power-play goal — it was a weak goal, to be quite 
honest. I thought we battled and played hard. I had no issues with our 
game at all. I thought we worked hard and were an honest team tonight. 
Their big guys scored, ours didn't. At the end of the day, look at it, who 
scored the goals. They're a little more skilled than we are in terms of 
playing in low, close games. When that happens, your big guys have to 
finish your opportunities. We had opportunities for it to be 1-1. It's 1-0 
going into the third — it's perfect. It's what it is. It's a perfect situation for 
you.” 

Darcy Kuemper's 46-save shutout served as a measure of revenge for 
the veteran who was pulled after allowing three goals in their previous 
meeting.   

Oliver Kylington missed his second straight game with a lower-body 
injury, giving Michael Stone a chance to play almost 19 minutes in his 
fourth game of the season. 

It prompted the club to summon Connor Mackey from the minors, forcing 
them to send Adam Ruzicka down. 

The Flames are off until Wednesday when they host the New Jersey 
Devils. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks’ tardiness perplexing and unsurvivable against 
Cup-calibre Lightning 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 14, 2022, 2:22 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — “We, like fans, as people that watch the game, are 
going: ‘Why the hell don’t they start better?’ We would love to know the 
answer. I just reiterated it today and it’s something that you have to 
remind the guys. . . almost on a daily basis, ‘Let’s be ready at the drop of 
the first puck.’” 

Bruce Boudreau’s words were barely out of the Vancouver Canuck 
coach’s mouth when his team was outshot 13-1 Sunday night in the first 
7 ½ minutes against the Tampa Bay Lightning. By that point, the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champions had scored twice – one goal for each 
point they collected in a 2-1 win at Rogers Arena. 
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Sunday was the one day a year – after clocks are moved forward an hour 
for daylight savings time – when it’s almost OK to be late for something. 
But the Canucks long ago burned through their late-for-work passes. 

They have lost only nine times in regulation in 35 games since Boudreau 
took over as coach three months ago. Their 21-9-5 record is remarkable. 
But also surprising, considering these are National Hockey League 
professionals and all, in five of those nine losses the Canucks have been 
outscored by a total of 15-0 by different stages of the first period. 

Their tardiness Sunday was again perplexing and unsurvivable against a 
Lightning team that had lost three straight games on its Western 
Canadian tour and was desperate to avoid the champions’ first four-
game dive in 25 months. 

“There's nothing more you can do other than warn them, show them, tell 
them,” Boudreau said after the game, having warned his players after the 
morning about the perils of another poor start. “And then instead, the 
other team came out harder for the first 10 minutes. I think they had 14 
shots in the first 10 minutes and then I thought that we finally said, 'OK, 
let's wake up.' 

“Sometimes when you're playing Stanley Cup champions and they’ve got 
a 2-0 lead, they're just not going to relinquish it.” 

Not when you have the best goalie in the world, Andrei Vasilveskiy, in his 
Vezina Trophy form in the Tampa net. 

In the final 52 minutes, the Canucks outshot the Lightning 35-18 but only 
J.T. Miller managed to get a shot that counted past the Russian goalie. 
And only then, at 5:54 of the third period, because Tampa defenceman 
Erik Cernak eased up on what he thought would be an icing call, allowing 
Conor Garland to centre to Miller. 

“We don't ever feel like we're out of it,” Garland said. “But we just talked 
in there; we just have to have better starts. That's what's killing us right 
now. If we can just have a good start and play like we did in the second 
and third, we're going to win a lot of hockey games. 

“Something's got to change. You know, if you're not playing well at the 
start of games, change something in your routine and get ready a 
different way because these games are too important for us not to start 
on time.” 

The Canucks have displayed a lot of flaws this season, albeit mainly in 
the first two months of the campaign when they staggered to a 6-14-2 
opening quarter. But one consistent failure has been their inability to 
score first-period goals, a category in which Vancouver is tied for 29th in 
the NHL with 40 goals in 60 games. They’ve scored 27 first-period goals 
in Boudreau’s 35 games. 

They’ve overcome this deficiency on great goaltending, solid defending 
and being resilient. 

But they trailed 2-0 against the Lightning by the time the game was 
barely five minutes old. 

Victor Hedman was unchecked at the top of the Vancouver crease to tap 
in Patrick Maroon’s reversal from behind the net 3:26 after the opening 
faceoff, and Travis Hamonic’s turnover along the boards against Corey 
Perry left Ross Colton wide open in the slot to make it 2-0 at 5:06. 

“It's obviously not a good start, especially understanding how hungry they 
were going to be,” Garland said. “They'd lost three straight, so definitely a 
big game for them as well. To not come out the way we should was 
disappointing.” 

It looked like Garland had snatched a tying goal for the Canucks at 7:58 
of the final period when he poked in a puck that Vasilevskiy left 
uncovered beside his post after a save on Tanner Pearson. But veteran 
referee Ian Walsh had whistled play dead. 

Three minutes later, Walsh and Garrett Rank rescinded a Canuck power 
play by reversing a high-sticking call against Lightning defenceman Jan 

Rutta, who was judged upon video review to have caught Tyler Motte in 
the face on a follow-through. 

Howls of protest from the crowd of 18,760 followed both plays. 

The Canucks were robbed alright. They were robbed of a realistic chance 
of winning by sputtering through the first eight minutes and bestowing a 
two-goal head start to a formidable team that knows how to win. 

• Canucks star Elias Pettersson, who had 18 points in his previous 13 
games, did not play due to what Boudreau said is an upper-body injury 
that will keep the centre out day-to-day. Pettersson missed most of last 
season, and struggled the first three months of this one, after hyper-
extending his wrist last March 1. . . Miller’s goal extended his points 
streak to 12 games, three shy of the franchise record last reached by 
Todd Bertuzzi in 2002. . . The Canucks reach the mid-point of their 
seven-game homestand Tuesday against the New Jersey Devils. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With a strong performance, Chiarot could be leaving 
Canadiens on high note 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

March 14, 2022, 12:05 AM 

 

Ben Chiarot played 26:32 to lead the Montreal Canadiens in time on ice 
in a 4-3 win over the Philadelphia Flyers Sunday. 

If I hadn’t told you, would you have even noticed? 

Oh, I know you saw it when Chiarot pulled a spin-around pass out of his 
bag to set Rem Pitlick up with the game-tying goal 43 seconds from the 
end of the third period. 

But had he not pulled that trick off, would he even be a part of your post-
game conversation with whoever you watched with? 

I’m making Chiarot one here because it was fitting that the 6-foot-3, 234-
pound defenceman was far from the centre of attention on this night. In 
what might have been his last game as a Montreal Canadien this season 
(or possibly ever), with the trade deadline a week away and the team 
having three more to play before we get there, Chiarot was in the shadow 
of Nick Suzuki, who scored two goals and set a new career-high with 43 
points in his 59th game of the season. He was on the bench watching 
when Cole Caufield uncorked a ripping slapshot to ice the game 2:10 into 
overtime. And at other points, when he was on the ice, he was, for the 
most part, understated. 

Heck, Chiarot was borderline invisible, which is an odd thing to say about 
a man built like a refrigerator.  

But don’t mistake that for a suggestion he was bad. It’s quite the 
opposite. 

He played steady, reliable defence. He helped keep the puck away from 
Canadiens goaltender Samuel Montembeault, managed to move it 
quickly out of Montreal’s end, and he did what he had to in order to keep 
it alive in the offensive zone. 

The Hamilton native also came up huge on the penalty kill—especially 
right before Caufield scored—and just did his job without any fanfare. 
You know, he did it the way he has done it for the majority of his 164 
games as a Canadien. 
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I don’t think Chiarot’s ever gotten adequate credit for what he’s 
contributed here. I hear fans and pundits in other markets complain about 
his analytical footprint being too small, I see comments about how no one 
should pay the Canadiens a first-round pick to rent him ahead of the 
deadline, and I honestly just laugh about it. 

The same way I got a chuckle out of Montreal fans calling it a terrible 
deal when he was signed for three years and $10.5 million in July of 
2019. 

Boy, were they beating their chests and yelling out I-told-you-so's when 
Chiarot stumbled out of the gate in his first two regular-season games as 
a Canadien. 

I remember walking into the dressing room—back when we were allowed 
in there—and saying to him, “Hope you’re not reading Twitter these 
days.” 

“Ha, they’re all over me,” he responded. 

He may have thrown in an expletive or two. 

Then we sat down for a few minutes, and I asked him a pertinent 
question. 

“For the six years you spent in Winnipeg with the Jets, where was your 
first look on the breakout?” 

I knew the answer. Coming from a Jets team loaded with massive 
wingers who won board battles with ease, of course it was to the sides. 

The problem was Claude Julien’s tweaked system in Montreal was 
forcing Chiarot, and every other Canadiens defenceman, to look to the 
middle as his first out. 

“How long will it take you to adjust,” I asked. 

Chiarot said it might take two more games to undo more than a half-
decade of muscle memory built up with the Jets. He also said that he’s 
traditionally a slow starter. 

I wrote this column later that day, and then Chiarot took off immediately 
from there—posting a career-high nine goals and 21 points in just 69 
games. 

His value became clearer and clearer that season, but it was only truly 
reinforced in a place so few got to watch him. 

Not that there weren’t hundreds of thousands of fans watching the 
Canadiens play in the 2020 Bubble Playoffs in Toronto. It’s just that none 
of them could’ve possibly gotten a full glimpse of what Chiarot actually 
does in a game just by witnessing it on television. 

But I was in the stands at Scotiabank Arena, and I watched him 
physically abuse the Pittsburgh Penguins and Flyers away from the puck. 
Every time Sidney Crosby or Sean Couturier got within a stick length of 
Chiarot, they noticed him, too. He crosschecked them, punched them, 
leaned on them, hit them and just played the intimidating brand of hockey 
that playoffs are made of. He made an impression on everyone in 
attendance—not just on media, but on the Canadiens’ personnel and on 
that of their opposition. 

Then in last year’s post-season, Chiarot did it again—this time averaging 
25:15 per game and punishing everyone around him in front of a larger 
live audience. The 30-year-old played a massive role in helping the 
Canadiens get to the Stanley Cup Final, and plenty of other important 
people took notice. 

Now one of them out there has a chance to get him, and he won’t come 
cheap. 

“They’re asking for a first-round pick and a good prospect,” said one 
league executive who works for a team very interested in Chiarot’s 
services. 

“I don’t know if we can do that, and I think it’s a bit high, but I’d ask for it 
too. You can say there’s a lot of D-men on the market, but there are none 

like him. A guy his size who moves really well. A guy who can play 26 
minutes in a playoff game. And he just does everything.” 

On this night in Philadelphia, Chiarot showed a sample of his unheralded 
offensive ability on Pitlick’s 12th goal of the season. 

“He definitely, when I watch him, he has a really interesting, creative side 
to his game,” Pitlick told reporters after the game. “He had that overtime 
goal in Calgary (last week) where he drove the net. And, tonight, that was 
just a really cool play. 

“It’s not easy to come out of a spin, get your head up and get your head 
looking the other direction. That was a great play. Very creative.” 

Perhaps Chiarot will make one or two more of those when the Canadiens 
play the Arizona Coyotes at the Bell Centre on Tuesday. The NHL isn’t 
fond of players being sat out of games unless a trade is not only 
imminent but specifically in the process of getting the I's dotted and the 
T's crossed. 

But the Canadiens are going to trade Chiarot, and they have to be 
concerned about taking any further risk with a player who will fetch a 
return that may not be as great as what they’re asking for but will 
certainly be a big help to their future. They saw Arizona’s Jakob 
Chychrun—a big trade target for several teams also looking at Chiarot—
go down on the weekend, they saw Chiarot twist his ankle and miss a 
week of action less than a month ago, and they definitely don’t want to 
see anything like either instance before next Monday. 

Sunday’s game could very well have been the big man’s last with the 
Canadiens. It went as most of them have in his time with the Canadiens, 
and it feels right to give him the credit for it when he rarely got it for 
equally strong performances. 

If this is it, Chiarot’s leaving Montreal on a high note. 
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TSN.CA / With Mrazek and the weather cold, Leafs look to simplify and 
enjoy the moment 

 

Mark Masters 

 

What did Mitch Marner think as he faced freezing conditions at 
Saturday's practice? 

"Holy crap, this is cold," the winger said with a smile. "That was the first 
reaction, to be fairly honest." 

"It was crazy when we got out there," agreed winger William Nylander. 
"Everybody was pretty cold in the wind and then you had the snow 
blowing around. It was pretty special. It was almost like you were a kid."  

It's expected to be less windy by puck drop on Sunday, but the 
temperature will still be frigid. Of the 20 players dressing for Toronto on 
Sunday, half will be taking part in their first National Hockey League 
outdoor game. Centre John Tavares is urging his teammates to not 
overthink the elements.  

"It should be a tremendous feel," said the Leafs captain, who has suited 
up in one previous outdoor game. "It's something different. Just try and 
enjoy it. If you're enjoying it you seem to feel better about things out 
there." 

It's important for the Leafs to help Petr Mrazek feel better about things. 
He was pulled after allowing four goals on 12 shots on Thursday against 
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the Arizona Coyotes. Mrazek's save percentage has dipped to .884 on 
the season.   

"We know he's going to play with confidence," insisted centre Auston 
Matthews. "That's just the type of guy he is. I don't think stuff like this 
really rattles him. I know he wants to be better and wants to be a great 
goaltender for us and there's no doubt in any of our minds that he's going 
to bounce back." 

How can the players help Mrazek?  

"Maybe keep things simple, especially to start," said Matthews. "Just 
make sure we're moving our feet, playing within our structure and having 
some fun out there."  

"We got to have his back," said Tavares. "Do everything we can to be 
solid in front of him and, when the game starts to feel to much easier, 
confidence builds and those things turn the corner."  

'Holy crap this is cold': Leafs react to weather conditions ahead of 
Heritage Classic 

Prior to the Maple Leafs' Heritage Classic against the Sabres on Sunday, 
the players took to the ice in Hamilton for a practice and shared their 
reactions to the cold, windy conditions, with Auston Matthews joking, 'it 
reminds me of Phoenix a little bit.' Although the outdoor conditions will be 
unpredictable, it will be the same for both teams but Mitch Marner and 
John Tavares say it brings back the memories of playing on the pond as 
a kid. 

Mrazek wasn't made available to the media on Friday or Saturday, per a 
team decision.   

Head coach Sheldon Keefe says the fact the 30-year-old played in a 
previous NHL outdoor game in 2016 was a key factor in the decision to 
give him the start on Sunday. With Jack Campbell sidelined with a rib 
injury, the other option was Erik Kallgren, who has never made an NHL 
start indoors or outside.  

Craig Anderson, who has won both his previous outdoor games, will start 
for the Buffalo Sabres.  

"It's different," said Anderson, who notched the 300th win of his career on 
Thursday. "The biggest visual change is no stands on the glass. You get 
that grey or white area, which can be tricky at times when the puck gets 
up on the glass ...  As a goalie you're standing there and I found out 
again [at practice] that you don't sweat out there. So, you got to make 
sure you keep drinking." 

Anderson's last outdoor experience came with the Senators at the NHL 
100 Classic in Ottawa on Dec. 16, 2017. He'll always remember how 
rowdy the crowd was that night.  

"I think everyone was 25 beers deep so no one felt the cold," the 40-
year-old said with a chuckle. "The energy of the fans was epic and I'm 
expecting the same from this group coming to the game." 

Around 25,000 fans are expected to pack Tim Hortons Field, which is the 
home of the Canadian Football League's Hamilton Tiger-Cats.  

"I'm sure this building will be rocking," said Marner, who's a fan of the 
Toronto Argonauts. "It's always a good one when the Ticats play the 
Argos. Usually the Argos win."  

Matthews, Sabres goaltender Anderson reflect on previous outdoor 
experience 

Outdoor NHL games are nothing new and for players like Auston 
Matthews and Sabres veteran goaltender Craig Anderson, this season's 
Heritage Classic has allowed them to reflect on the previous experiences 
playing outside. Matthews had the chance to experience scoring a game-
winner in the 2017 NHL Centennial Classic, while Anderson recalled the 
incredible energy from the fans who were probably '25 beers deep' in his 
two previous games. 

Marner took the ice wearing sunglasses on Saturday.   

"Shades are just a nice, juicy look," he said. "You got to protect the eyes 
and help the vision out a little bit." 

Puck drop on Sunday will be shortly after 4:00 p.m.  

"I'm sure the sun will be a factor," Marner said.  

The sun wasn't really a factor when the Leafs took the ice at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday.  

"We didn't get a real sense for what it will be like with the sun and 
daylight and any shadows that may be out there," said Keefe. "That will 
be something we have to adjust to."  

The Sabres, who are the home team at the Heritage Classic, practised 
two hours before the Leafs.  

"We wanted to get the guys up and down the rink," said coach Don 
Granato. "We had them even switch ends a couple different times. 
There's some shadows out there. The clouds were moving through and 
the wind is really different going one direction versus the other." 

Matthews was all smiles after the Leafs wrapped up Saturday's snow-
filled session.  

"Reminds me of Phoenix a little bit," the Arizona native cracked.  

The weather did nothing to dampen Matthews' excitement for his second 
career outdoor game. Matthews scored two goals, including the overtime 
winner, back on Jan. 1, 2017 at the Centennial Classic at Toronto's BMO 
Field. 

"It's just a different experience, because of the anticipation, the energy 
and all the stuff that surrounds the game," he said. "It's just a regular 
season game in March, but it feels like so much more." 

Matthews is a good bet to play the hero as the Leafs venture outdoors 
again. He has scored in four straight games (seven goals in that stretch) 
and leads the Rocket Richard Trophy race with 44 goals in 55 games.  

"This is who he is and he's coming into his own, for sure, as he has been 
for a while," said Keefe, "but now he's taking it to a level that's hard for 
others to keep up with." 

Matthews missed Toronto's most recent outdoor game against the 
Washington Capitals due to a shoulder injury. The Leafs lost 5-2 at U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland on March 3, 2018.   

"I played in a couple now and the ones you win are a lot more enjoyable," 
said defenceman Morgan Rielly, who is 2-1 outside in the NHL. "I 
remember going to Washington and we didn't play very well and you 
leave there and you think the whole thing's dumb (smile) and you should 
be playing inside." 

The Leafs will make two lineup changes on Sunday. Up front, Nick 
Robertson will be replaced by Jason Spezza. On defence, Travis 
Dermott will be replaced by Rasmus Sandin.  

"They're natural decisions for me," said Keefe. "Robertson and Dermott 
have both been in for a long stretch here and have done a good job, but 
we had to make some decisions. A game like this you almost wish they'd 
expand the rosters and keep everyone involved." 

Sandin missed the last four games due to an illness. In a media 
availability before getting sick, the 22-year-old spoke about how 
meaningful the outdoor opportunity is to him. 

"It's something you've been dreaming of since you're a little kid," he said. 
"Back in Sweden, we always know what the Winter Classic is. We would 
always do our own intros with fireworks and stuff like that, me and my 
brother. We used the ponds as much as we could and when we skated 
on my parents would come out and light some fireworks for us to skate 
through. We tried to make it as much of a Winter Classic as possible." 

Now, Sandin gets his chance.   
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"It's something you're not going to experience too many times in your life 
so it's going to be a lot of fun," he said. 
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