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As trade deadline approaches, do Canes have what they need for Stanley Cup playoffs? 

By Chip Alexander 

With the NHL trade deadline set next Monday, Carolina 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour says he has had few 
trade conversations with Don Waddell. 

Waddell, as president and general manager, is looking for 
deals that can make the team better for the grind of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. Brind’Amour, as coach, likes the way 
the team looks now: 41-13-5 and in first place in the 
Metropolitan Division with 87 points. 

“I’m the wrong guy to come to,” Brind’Amour said Saturday. 
“It would be like, ‘We’re good, I’ve got my team.’ As long as 
we’re healthy, and hopefully we will be, then we’re fine. 

“That’s how that conversation should go. I’ll stay out of the 
rest of it. I don’t even know how much availability we have to 
make those kind of moves, with the (salary) cap and 
everything.” 

Barring a hockey trade that would involve, say, a contract 
moving out, the Canes have little cap space to work with 
before the March 21 deadline. 

Waddell, in an interview with The News & Observer last 
month, said, “A defenseman would be nice. If you get into a 
long playoff run, you can easily go through nine or 10 
defensemen.” 

The solid play of defenseman Jalen Chatfield while Tony 
DeAngelo and Brendan Smith have been out with injuries — 
Chatfield was reassigned Monday to Chicago of the AHL — 
has enhanced the depth on defense. But more is usually 
better in the playoffs. 

“Depth is important and that is probably the one area where 
you could say, OK, we could find something,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But I don’t know that it really changes your team, if 
you’re healthy.” 

The speculation the past few days has been that the biggest 
Hurricanes news at the deadline could be announcing a 
contract extension for forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. TSN and 
other media outlets are surmising Kotkaniemi could receive 
an eight-year extension worth as much as $4.5 million a year 
-- Andy Strickland, a Bally Sports Midwest hockey reporter, 
first reported it based on unnamed sources. 

It’s an interesting proposition. A year ago, Kotkaniemi was 
playing for the Montreal Canadiens and probably not 
anywhere on the Canes’ radar. Then came the offer sheet by 
Carolina in late August for the Habs’ restricted free agent — 
one year, $6.1 million. Now, the Canes could be in the 
position of making a total investment of more than $40 
million in the 21-year-old from Finland. 

Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick of the 2018 NHL draft, has been 
used primarily as the fourth-line center this season after a 
failed attempt initially to use him on the wing. While his 
offensive numbers are modest — 11 goals and 12 assists in 
56 games — he has done enough to impress Brind’Amour. 

“His game has gotten better all year,” Brind’Amour said. 
“What I like about his game is that he sees the ice really well 
and has a great shot. I want him to use it more. He can really 
rip it. He needs to get a little stronger on the puck, in 
faceoffs, really all the stuff that everyone needs to work on. 

“I think he’s going to get stronger. There’s a whole window of 
that, I think, that will come as time goes.” 

The phrase “as time goes” might confirm the plan is for 
Kotkaniemi to remain a Hurricane. And likely to take on a 
larger role should the Canes reshape their lineup, with 
decisions to be made on pending unrestricted free agents 
after the season. 

Kotkaniemi has averaged 12 minutes a game in ice time, 
getting 10:16 on Sunday in the 4-2 road loss to Pittsburgh. In 
another scheduling quirk, the Canes played an unusual 
back-to-back, facing the Penguins less than 22 hours after 
beating the Philadelphia Flyers 3-1 in Raleigh — 
Kotkaniemi’s line producing the game’s first goal as Steven 
Lorentz scored. 

The Canes have a road game Thursday against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, who will be without forward Auston Matthews, 
suspended for two games Monday by the NHL. The Canes 
then return home to face the Washington Capitals to 
complete a back-to-back and on Sunday host the New York 
Rangers. 

The question then: will they take on a new look on Monday?
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Loose pucks: With the trade deadline looming, what should the Canes do? 

By Sara Civian 

Covering an NHL team is always fun a week or so before the 
trade deadline. You get some spicy story options to break up 
the midseason drudges, you get to play what if, then there’s 
always a chance your predictions come true and you get to 
do a social media victory lap (Just kidding. Kind of.) 

There’s also a chance absolutely — or next to — nothing 
happens and all the anticipation was pointless. 

Sometimes you take an L and write a few hundred words 
about how Josh Manson would be great for the Hurricanes, 
only to watch him get traded to the Avalanche as you’re 
writing the nugget. The silence around the league since the 
Tyler Toffoli trade made it feel like nothing was going to 
happen until crunch time, but here we are. Always got to 
move faster than you think when you’re writing the what-ifs. 

The Canes have had an interesting past few trade deadlines 
since establishing themselves as a perennial playoff team. 
The (in)famous Victor Rask for Nino Niederreiter trade 
happened about a month before the 2018-19 deadline, 2020 
saw the acquisition of Vincent Trocheck, Brady Skjei and 
Sami Vatanen (although I’m still not sure Vatanen exists). As 
the Canes inched closer to the cap ceiling last season, the 
deadline moves swung back to the less eventful end of the 
pendulum, unloading Ryan Dzingel and Haydn Fleury for 
free agents Cedric Paquette and Jani Hakanpaa. 

Neither of those recent moves really worked out, but the 
impact, either way, has been pretty negligible. Over the past 
few years, the deadline has been a net win for the Canes 
with key secondary scorers Niederreiter and Trocheck and 
serviceable second pairing fixture Skjei in key roles. 

What’s in store this time around? 

I barely knew Manson was available before he was gone. 
Pour one out, because that would’ve been an incredible 
addition for the Canes. 

Dear colleague Pierre LeBrun reported Sunday that the 
Canes checked in on Manson, but the price wasn’t right. I’m 
looking at the price — prospect Drew Helleson and a 
second-round pick in the 2023 draft — and I’m wondering 
what the Canes are actually willing to spend this week. Sure, 
Manson’s a pending UFA with a $4.1 AAV, but the Ducks are 
retaining half his salary. So yeah, the Canes could have 
somehow swung this one with a broker if necessary. They 
wouldn’t have had to give up their prized 2023 first-rounder, 
it was a second-rounder. For me, the cap space was the only 
issue there. 

But I also don’t want to romanticize the impact Manson could 
realistically have. The Canes need more goals, and he’s only 
got four in 45 games this year. 

It’s still scary that he went to the Avalanche and they 
reportedly aren’t even done checking on big names. 

Again, you don’t want to make a move just to make a move, 
and you don’t want to overestimate the power one player can 
really even add to your playoff run. But sometimes standing 
still while those around you are taking steps forward is 
essentially taking a step backward. 

That said, Tony DeAngelo is progressing as expected and 
should be back to gameplay within a few weeks. The Canes 
have been pretty solid while waiting for their 40 points in 43 
games-caliber defenseman to return, and him returning 
should provide a boost akin to a big trade before the playoffs, 
right? 

Who else out there on the market is actually worth it for the 
Canes to go after? Jakob Chychrun obviously, but now he’s 
out two to four weeks with a lower-body injury. Not the end of 
the world, and maybe his stock will fall far enough that the 
price is right for the savvy (dare I say stubborn — not 
necessarily in a bad way) Canes. 

 According to Dom’s model, the Canes have the 
second-hardest schedule in the league in the 
second half of the season. Good thing they’ve been 
playing well recently, kick-started by that playoff 
atmosphere against the Penguins at PNC Arena. 
They went 4-0-0 in their recent homestand in which 
they beat the Avalanche, only dropping their most 
recent game against the Penguins after a Daylight 
Savings back-to-back where they played twice in 21 
hours. Even then, a comeback effort led by 
Sebastian Aho wasn’t all that bad. “Tonight we 
played a good game,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I’m happy with this game, other than the 
result. We played hard, especially considering the 
turnaround and three in four nights. We actually got 
better as the game went on, I thought.” 

 As of Tuesday morning, the Canes are No. 1 in the 
NHL in fewest goals per game (2.36), No. 3 in save 
percentage (.921) and No. 5 in power play 
percentage (24.9). I’ll assume they still have the 
best penalty kill on planet earth without looking up 
the stats just for funsies. Meanwhile, they’ve taken 
a big dip in goals per game recently and now 
they’ve dropped to eighth in the league at 3.34. Is 
this the end of the world? No. Is it expected, even, 
when the strength of schedule goes from one of the 
easiest to one of the hardest in the league? Of 
course. Is it only going to get harder from here, and 
the Canes had better hope DeAngelo comes back 
ready to go? Yes. 

 I’m still working on the cringe usage of rhetorical 
questions. 

 Freddie Andersen revealed Saturday why he didn’t 
feel “100 percent” and missed three games. “I just 
wanted to make sure it wasn’t concussion-related. I 
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was feeling some symptoms that could indicate 
that, but we wanted to rule that out and make sure 
that I didn’t go in and get another hit to early. It was 
just a big relief not having it diagnosed like that. 
Having dealt with it before kind of helped me not 
rushing back and making sure I didn’t put myself in 
danger like that. It was just ruling it out and making 
sure that it was not a concussion.” Definitely great 
news that it wasn’t a concussion, even better news 
it doesn’t seem like he was pressured to play in the 
slightest, and probably a sigh of relief from the team 
that it wasn’t a re-aggravation of anything. He came 
back and posted a 3-1 win over the Flyers, stopping 
28 of 29 shots. Andersen has five wins and a .934 
save percentage over his last six starts. 

 Maybe the Canes’ big trade deadline splash will be 
a Jesperi Kotkaniemi contract extension. LeBrun 

and others have reported a deal around or just 
under $5 million, at seven or eight years is looming. 
Since he wasn’t on the team by last year’s trade 
deadline and he wasn’t traded to the team, he 
apparently can’t sign a contract until the trade 
deadline this year. So, look out for that. 

 Hot take off the week: What if, and stay with me 
here, the Canes just like Kotkaniemi? 

 Tweet of the week: 

Nino is the best, and the frequency with which he uses this 
phrase is hilarious and endearing. 

 Speaking of Tripp Tracy, stop by Hibernian Pub 
(downtown location!) tonight at 6 pm for our live 
podcast. We just might touch on some of your 
proposals in my who says no mailbag.
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Burnside: Stepan's Ride To Raleigh & Fit With The Canes 

After the past few seasons were a roller coaster for him and 
his family, the veteran center is happy to have a home in the 
Triangle 

By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC. - We talk almost by default about whether a 
player is a fit for the team. 

How does the individual fit the greater good? How does the 
individual meet the needs of the group? 

But what about those moments when it's as important, 
maybe more important, that it's a fit for the individual player, 
that the fit helps repair the player, the person and his family? 

Sitting with Derek Stepan recently we couldn't help but feel 
that this Carolina Hurricanes team, this community in fact, 
was exactly what Stepan and his family needed at this 
moment in his long, distinguished career. Hearing him 
describe the highs and lows of the last couple of seasons 
and the impact on his family it's a good reminder that as 
much as we often view players as assets, chess pieces to be 
moved around the board or from board to board, there is a 
human element that is integral to all of this. 

And in talking to Stepan and to his coaches and those 
around the Hurricanes, there is a distinct impression that 
when push comes to shove in May and June, maybe finding 
that fit on both sides of the equation will help make all the 
difference. 

But to understand what might become of this union between 
veteran forward and Stanley Cup hopeful team we have to 
understand what led to the match. And specifically we need 
to understand how things unfolded for Stepan over the last 
few seasons. 

In June of 2017, less than two years after signing a big-time, 
six-year deal with the New York Rangers, the team that had 
drafted Stepan 51st overall in 2008, Stepan was dealt to 
Arizona with - wait for it - current Carolina teammate Antti 
Raanta for - again wait for it - current Carolina teammate 
Tony DeAngelo. 

Stepan joked that the three current Hurricanes sometimes 
joke that Carolina GM Don Waddell needs to acquire Lias 
Andersson, the other player involved in that deal, to 
complete the circle. 

Stepan went from a key member of a perennial playoff team 
in New York to a team in perpetual rebuild in the desert in 
Arizona. 

After playing 92 playoff games in New York between 2012 
and 2017 he played in just nine playoff games for the 
Coyotes, and that included a play-in round in 2020. 

Then, on the eve of last season's COVID-shortened season, 
Stepan was dealt to Ottawa. 

Three days before Stepan packed his bags and in the midst 
of a global pandemic flew to Ottawa the youngest of his three 
children was born. 

It was December 30. Happy New Year. 

"No, it was not great timing," Stepan said with a rueful grin. 

The juxtaposition between then and now, there and here, is 
stark. 

Stepan's wife, who like Stepan is from Minnesota, and the 
kids, now six, four and one, are all ensconced in Raleigh. 
Pre-schools and kindergarten classes have been discovered 
and new friends have been made. 

"Which is nice because Ottawa, they couldn't come because 
my wife had just given birth. I was up there by myself," 
Stepan said. 

He pauses and considers the two realities of his career over 
the past two years. 

"It's better this way. Having them here. It's been a lot better 
this way," Stepan said. 

"Raleigh's great for families. Kids love the schools they're in. 
It's been a really easy transition family-wise and off-ice stuff. 
It's a great city to live in. Me and my wife have really enjoyed 
it," he said. 

Stepan is very clear in discussing his trade to Ottawa and his 
experience there, feeling that he was treated with nothing but 
respect by GM Pierre Dorion and head coach D.J. Smith. But 
the reality of the move was that it wasn't a fit on many levels. 

The trade actually came through in the late stages of his 
wife's pregnancy. Training camp in the shortened season 
was just getting going and the Sens were understanding and 
told Stepan to get to Ottawa as soon as he could after his 
wife gave birth. There was the required 14-day quarantine 
when he first arrived in Ontario. 

"I don't know, it was just a horrible situation," Stepan said. 

A shoulder injury ended Stepan's season after 20 games. He 
scored once and had five assists. He went home to rehab 
the shoulder and to assess what was next in his career. 

It was a sobering time. He'd never been a free agent before 
and frankly the timing wasn't great given how things had 
unfolded. Also, the fact that the free agency period was 
pushed later into the summer because of the impact of 
COVID on the schedule didn't help. 
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"It's not fun," Stepan said of the free agent experience. "It's 
stressful. Especially with kids. Maybe it's different if you're 
single or just married. It's a lot easier transition. Yeah, it was 
a stressful move because this is July and you want to get 
your kids in schools and they start soon and you don't know 
where you're going to end up, so you can't call anyone to get 
ahead of it. So it was a stressful situation. That being said 
once the domino fell it was really easy transition." 

Once the market opened Stepan spoke to both Carolina 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour and GM Don Waddell. 

The Canes were solid through the top end of the lineup with 
Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck and Jordan Staal locked 
into the top three center positions. The question that had to 
be answered was whether Stepan could or would accept a 
role that was much different than he'd assumed obviously in 
New York with the Rangers and even with the retooling 
Coyotes. 

"I think the biggest thing was they're looking at my career 
and they're thinking we're not going to use you the way you 
probably were and at this point I'm transitioning to a new 
role. Which I wanted them to know I was comfortable with," 
Stepan said. "So the pieces fit and I think they wanted to 
understand that I knew that, that I didn't think I was going to 
come in here and play over the three that were in front of 
me." 

"I think that was a big piece for them and I obviously I 
wanted to let them know that this was where I wanted to fit 
into," Stepan added. "It was a stressful situation, but I've 
been very happy with how the process has gone." 

Three days - a long time in the life of a veteran free agent 
player with a family - into free agency Stepan signed a one-
year deal with Carolina with a $1.35 million cap hit. 

We think of the times we've come to the rink early in the day 
during what is shaping up as a special season for the 
Hurricanes and Stepan has been on the ice, sometimes with 
players working their way back from injury and with members 
of the coaching staff, the backup goalie on that particular 
day. 

And we think of the nights when Stepan has been the odd 
man out in the forward rotation, as Brind'Amour tries to keep 
his troops fresh and to ice a lineup that gives them the best 
chance on that particular evening. 

It's a tightrope to walk with players, especially veteran 
players, who are in this role. As an organization you want 
those depth players to have the hunger to be in the lineup 
every night and to be fulfilling the role expected of them 
when they are in the lineup. But you don't want a player who 
will wear his emotions on his shirt sleeve and bring a 
negative vibe into the locker room when they aren't playing. 
It's not an easy line to walk for the player and the 
organization. 

"It's just an adjustment. It's understanding as you get older 
the game gets faster and my minutes have gone down and 
they started to even in Arizona a little bit," Stepan said. "I still 
believe I can play and be effective in a role here and help 
this team win a lot of hockey games. And I wanted them to 
know that. And as my adjustment goes on I wanted them to 

understand that I'm ready to accept that. I think you have to 
be willing to accept that." 

"It's kind of a mental acceptance and understanding that, 
hey, listen I can be really good at this job that's probably 
where I'm going to piece in here," Stepan added. "It's not an 
easy thing to do. It's a big chunk of understanding, being a 
supporting actor basically rather than being a big chunk of it." 

The day we spoke with Brind'Amour about Stepan, it 
happened to be one of those days that Brind'Amour went 
with Jordan Martinook and Stepan, 31, was the odd man out. 

"This killed me today that I had to sit him out," Brind'Amour 
said. "Stepper gets it. Earlier in the year I healthy scratched 
him for four or five games. And he understands. But I know 
when we get to crunch time this is the kind of guy you're 
going to have in your lineup. He's a perfect fit for us. And I 
think it just goes back to people. Honestly." 

By that Brind'Amour means the people on this roster need to 
be where they're supposed to be, not necessarily where they 
want to be. 

"You can't be on your own program or it doesn't work. It just 
doesn't work," the defending Jack Adams Trophy winner as 
NHL coach of the year said. 

Stepan understands that and that's why he's become an 
important part of the team's depth when he is in the lineup - 
he's contributed seven goals and 15 points in his 42 games - 
and a supportive teammate when he's not. 

"Because he's a good dude, because he gets what it means 
to be on a team, what the dynamic is. I mean he's not happy. 
He's pissed but he is like, 'I get it,'" Brind'Amour. 

At one point Stepan asked if it was okay to be mad when 
he's not playing. 

"I said of course you can. But he's not going to let it affect 
somebody else," Brind'Amour said. "That's why you need 
guys like that that get it. There's no bad apples. I've never 
been around a team like this." 

Longtime NHL player and analyst Rick Tocchet coached 
Stepan in Arizona. He isn't surprised that he has found a 
welcome home in Raleigh. 

"A pure pleasure to coach," Tocchet said. "He is like another 
assistant coach. He knows systems and X's and O's as well 
as any coach. He helps reinforce the coaches' message of 
the day." 

"Smart practice player in regards to the drills coaches are 
trying to executive," added Tocchet who is part of TNT's 
national broadcast panel this season. "Definitely a future 
coach/GM if he wants." 

Waddell knew Stepan as a player, but also having had him 
on a couple of international U.S. teams. He also knew that 
last season was a tough one for the player and his family. 

"Just talking to him I could see that he was going to be a 
good fit for us. Because of how he was approaching it," 
Waddell said. "Some guys coming off making a lot of money, 
even though maybe their game doesn't deserve it, they can't 
let that guard down to take less money. He knew right off the 
bat that he was going to make a lot less money but it wasn't 
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about the money it was about the opportunity. He asked the 
right questions about his family and all that which was 
important to him which is great to hear." 

One of the reasons it has worked so well for Stepan is that 
everyone came to the table with the same understanding. 

"The one thing that Roddy and I both are in agreement about 
is we're not going to promise a player something we know 
we can't live up to. Because when you get into free agency 
and you're chasing a particular guy and guys coming out of 
college, all of that, there's a lot of promises made that are 
never upheld. And that's something we don't do here," 
Waddell said. "We're not going to make you promises to get 
you to sign your name on a contract and then say okay 
we've got you now. We're very upfront how it's going to be, 
how we look at your role and if you're going to sign here this 
is what you expect. You uphold your end and we're going to 
uphold our end." 

And it's worked. Waddell is an early riser, early to the office 
kind of guy. So is Stepan. 

"He's one of the first guys here every morning. He loves to 
be at the rink and do what he needs to do to prepare. He's 
handled it. He wants to play," Waddell said. "I've talked to 

him when he was out and he was out for a period there, it's 
frustrating but he's not going to be pissed off. He's not happy 
about not playing but he doesn't do it in a way that you'd say 
oh this guy's pouting or he's got an ego. He's there to 
support his teammates one hundred per cent. But he wants 
to play. And you can appreciate all that." 

Few have the perspective on the team that longtime analyst 
Tripp Tracy has. He has watched closely how Stepan has fit 
in not just when he's playing but how he's accepted those 
moments when he's not. 

"I think he's had a very fine year," said Tracy. "What's made 
the strongest impression on me is that even when he hasn't 
been in, just watching him and his actions and his body 
language on the bus after practice, it's made an impression 
on me that he's a good teammate." 

He's played center. He's played on the wing. He's done what 
has been asked. 

And understanding Stepan's experience in big moments in 
the playoffs, Tracy has no doubt that he will be a factor this 
spring for the Hurricanes. 

"You're going to need guys like that," he said. "Guys that 
have been through it."
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2022 NHL trade deadline guides for all 32 teams: Players, prospects, picks in play, plus 
team status 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

The NHL trade deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. ET. Several 
contenders are looking to add the final pieces to their Stanley 
Cup puzzles. Other teams are seeking to capitalize on the 
value of pending free agents before they walk away. 

The 2022 deadline is highlighted by the potential availability 
of a few high-profile names such as Philadelphia Flyers star 
Claude Giroux, Chicago Blackhawks goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury and Anaheim Ducks defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 
There are plenty of defensemen in play. But if a team needs 
a goalie, this might not be the best deadline for making a 
deal. 

Get caught up on the players and picks in play, as well as 
the restrictions and potential moves for every NHL team 
ahead of the deadline with this comprehensive guide. Who 
stays? Who goes? Find out below. 

Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, 
Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. Cap space figures 
are per CapFriendly, and are as of March 14. 

Note: Kristen Shilton provided the guide for the Atlantic and 
Central teams, while Greg Wyshynski handled the 
Metropolitan and Pacific clubs. 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins 

Deadline status: Room for one more 
Cap space: $5,220,374 
Players, picks in play: LW Jake DeBrusk ($3.675 million, 
RFA in 2022), C Oskar Steen ($809,167, RFA in 2022) 

What they should do: The Bruins have just enough cap 
space to reel in a big-name rental for maximum impact on 
the weeks ahead. What Don Sweeney & Co. don't seem to 
have are many players they are either eager to part with 
(think prospects like Fabian Lysell) or would move the needle 
in a big way on the trade market (like Steen). They do have a 
full complement of picks for the next two drafts (their third-
round pick this year is Calgary's). 

Where does that leave Boston? The team's most obvious 
need is left-side defense, and the Bruins have been looking 
to P.K. Subban ever since New Jersey GM Tom Fitzgerald 
stated publicly the club doesn't have the pending UFA in its 
plans for the future. Sure, he's a right shot, but Subban's a 
versatile veteran who can patch the holes and take some 
pressure off, could come on the cheap, and he'll be 
motivated by Boston's contender status. 

Other options for Boston's D corps: Calvin de Haan, Nick 
Leddy or Mark Giordano, who could all slide in as relatively 
affordable short-term solutions. 

Also, keep an eye on Winnipeg's Andrew Copp. If Boston is 
losing DeBrusk, it'll need a potential reinforcement, and 
Copp (a pending UFA) could fit the Bruins' needs. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Deadline status: Ready to unload 
Cap space: $57,600,672 
Players, picks in play: C Cody Eakin ($2.25 million, UFA in 
2022), D Robert Hagg ($1.6 million, UFA), D Colin Miller 
($3.875 million, UFA in 2022), D Mark Pysyk ($900,000, UFA 
in 2022) 

What they should do: Buffalo started its spring cleaning early 
this season with the Jack Eichel trade back in November. 
Now it's time to continue making room for the next wave of 
young talent that will be the Sabres' future building blocks. 

To make long-term gains, Buffalo has to sacrifice short-term 
success. Offloading veterans (not named Jeff Skinner) and 
other contracts not projected to be part of the ongoing rebuild 
will be critical, and there's no time like the present to get 
started. The Sabres can then get a look at some of their 
promising prospects in late-season games that won't have 
much meaning in the standings, but could go a long way in 
establishing the franchise's direction into next season. 

And Buffalo has a few solid pieces to offer up in a trade, 
particularly to contending teams that want to shore up their 
bottom six or third pairing. If those skaters can get an 
opportunity to play for a Stanley Cup, and the Sabres can 
acquire some assets in return, that's a true win-win. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Deadline status: Facing reality in a rebuild 
Cap space: $45,684,009 
Players, picks in play: D Nick Leddy ($5.5 million, UFA in 
2022), F Vladislav Namestnikov ($2 million, UFA in 2022), D 
Marc Staal ($2 million, UFA in 2022), D Troy Stecher ($1.7 
million, UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: Detroit already made a move this 
month when it plucked Olli Juolevi off waivers from Florida. 
That gave the Red Wings nine defensemen and seemingly 
made it clear GM Steve Yzerman is looking to relocate one 
or two blueliners already in the mix. 

The rest of Detroit's deadline plans will likely be influenced 
by their steady slide out of the wild-card race. Even a few 
weeks ago it seemed feasible that, with the right addition or 
two, Detroit could make a push for one of those two spots. 
That's less likely now, a disappointing but common 
occurrence for teams navigating the final dregs of a rebuild. 

Yzerman's best path at the deadline would be to leverage 
veterans not in his future plans for players he can plug in 
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down the road. Come summer, he might have more luck 
locking up a top-four defenseman and middle-six forward to 
complement the Red Wings' stable of young talent. 

Florida Panthers 

Deadline status: Full steam ahead 
Cap space: $2,920,014 
Players, picks in play: F Grigori Denisenko ($925,000, RFA 
in 2022), RW Patric Hornqvist ($5.3 million, UFA in 2023), 
RW Owen Tippett ($863,000, RFA in 2022) 

What they should do: This is not the time for Florida to stand 
pat. The Panthers have used great depth to be one of this 
season's highest-scoring teams. They're expected to be 
serious playoff contenders. It's GM Bill Zito's job to push the 
right buttons at the deadline to ensure that happens. 

While Florida tops the league in average goals scored this 
season, it's a middle-of-the-road club in goals against. Zito 
should be looking at the crop of available defensemen, 
including Jakob Chychrun, Mark Giordano and John 
Klingberg. All three would bring the stabilizing, veteran 
presence the Panthers need to complement their high-flying 
offense. And it would be good insurance in front of the goalie 
tandem of Sergei Bobrovsky and rookie Spencer Knight. 

To bring in a significant player now, Florida will probably 
have to part with a valued prospect. Tippett would be the 
choice to move over an Anton Lundell -- although Lundell 
might fetch more on the trade market -- and the 23-year-old's 
depth of untapped potential is a nice chip for Zito to toss 
around. That's also the case with Denisenko, a first-round 
pick by Florida in 2018 who has yet to pan out in the NHL. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Deadline status: Stock the cabinets 
Cap space: $7,886,396 
Players, picks in play: RW Joel Armia ($3.4 million, UFA in 
2025), D Ben Chiarot ($3.5 million, UFA in 2022), RW Artturi 
Lehkonen ($2.3 million, RFA in 2022), D Jeff Petry ($6.25 
million, UFA in 2025), D Shea Weber ($7.9 million, UFA in 
2026) 

What they should do: GM Kent Hughes got to work early 
when he traded Tyler Toffoli to Calgary in February. Since 
then, the focus around Montreal has been Ben Chiarot, and 
which of his serious half-dozen suitors around the league will 
be willing to pay the Canadiens' asking price. Outside of that, 
Hughes has repeated that Montreal isn't in a fire-sale 
situation or even a full-on rebuild, but the club is taking calls 
and evaluating how various offers might support their future 
goals. 

And Hughes himself is still in an interesting spot. He's getting 
to know the Canadiens' players and how they operate under 
interim head coach Martin St. Louis. Swinging for the fences 
to acquire some prominent player(s) at the deadline, as 
opposed to free agency, doesn't make a lot of sense if 
Hughes is still in that evaluation process. Montreal's place in 
the standings also allows Hughes to be patient; he doesn't 
have to force a transaction. 

Outside of Chiarot, Artturi Lehkonen could be the most 
appealing player for a contender. Gathering more young 
talent and draft picks should be what's on Hughes' mind. The 

Canadiens could also target inexpensive players in need of 
fresh starts, like Anaheim's Max Comtois or the Rangers' 
Vitali Kravtsov. 

Ottawa Senators 

Deadline status: Reluctant sellers (again) 
Cap space: $46,794,626 
Players, picks in play: D Josh Brown ($1.2 million, UFA in 
2022), D Michael Del Zotto ($2 million, UFA in 2023), G 
Anton Forsberg ($900,000, pending UFA), C Nick Paul 
($1.35 million, UFA in 2022), RW Zach Sanford ($2 million, 
UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: Ottawa thought its rebuild was over. 
And then, it thought again. 

The Senators are facing another deadline far outside the 
playoff picture, taking calls on assets other teams would like 
to leverage on a Stanley Cup run. Zach Sanford is 
generating the most buzz, and GM Pierre Dorion would be 
smart to flip Sanford for all he can. 

What Dorion will need to do at this deadline is start collecting 
more high draft picks so he can mold the Senators back into 
a long-term contender. Ottawa's roster isn't close to that right 
now, but it does have ample talent (including Drake 
Batherson, Tim Stutzle, Shane Pinto, Brady Tkachuk, etc.) 
on the rise. The team has been patient in cultivating its next 
generation, and drafting a few more impact players has to be 
a priority. 

If Dorion does want to take a swing, Travis Konecny could be 
an intriguing option. He has a $5.5 million cap hit for the next 
three seasons, and could use a new opportunity. Bringing in 
one or two established players on reasonable contracts 
would appease the fanbase as this rebuild rolls on. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Deadline status: No real needs -- only wants 
Cap space: $0 
Players, picks in play: First-round pick in 2022, 2023 

What they should do: The Lightning have no glaring needs to 
address before the trade deadline. But Tampa knows from 
winning back-to-back Stanley Cups that it takes a village. If 
there's depth to be had on the market, the Lightning could 
well be involved in acquiring it. 

Consider how GM Julien BriseBois brought in Barclay 
Goodrow and Blake Coleman previously because he knew 
that type of player -- gritty, physical -- would give Tampa the 
snarl every long playoff run inevitably requires. Without much 
cap room available, the Lightning probably won't be targeting 
a marquee name, either. 

What about Seattle's Calle Jarnkrok, though? He's the 
prototypical jack-of-all-trades who can play up and down the 
lineup, chip in on special teams and is low maintenance. 
Christian Fischer is another bottom-six skater who wouldn't 
be too expensive to pry away from Arizona, and is used to 
being the kind of energy guy Tampa would need. 

For the Lightning, it's all about enhancement, just the slight 
nip or tuck that can really put them back over the top. 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

Deadline status: Seeking a blue line boost 
Cap space: $3,719,166 
Players, picks in play: First-round pick in 2022, D Travis 
Dermott ($1.5 million, RFA in 2023), D Joseph Duszak 
($750,000, RFA in 2022), Timothy Liljegren ($863,000, RFA 
in 2022) 

What they should do: The Leafs had goaltending issues even 
before Jack Campbell was sidelined by a rib injury last week. 
What they don't have is the means to do much about that 
area before the trade deadline. A flat-cap world means 
setting priorities and sticking to them, and Toronto's No. 1 
concern that can be addressed is the blue line. 

As you can see, the Leafs have a handful of defensemen 
they'd be willing to swap. Toronto's defending has been in 
steady decline since its COVID-19 pause earlier this season, 
and upgrading is not only their best hope of holding Boston 
at bay in the standings, but of getting over that first-round 
hump. 

At present, Toronto expects Jake Muzzin will be back from 
injury (and off long-term injured reserve) by mid-April, 
affecting how much cap space they can devote to a trade. 
Would GM Kyle Dubas target expiring contracts like Hampus 
Lindholm and Josh Manson, who come with high upside but 
potentially larger asking price? Or lean more towards veteran 
pending UFAs in Mark Giordano and John Klingberg, adding 
value on the ice but perhaps at a lower cost? 

One thing is certain: If there's a defenseman available on the 
market, he will, at some point, inevitably be tied to Toronto. 
Because no team needs a playoff round win like the Leafs, 
and this blue line won't cut it. 

Metro Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Deadline status: Searching for one final piece ... maybe 
Cap space: $1,792,500 
Players, picks in play: 2022 second-round pick; prospects 

What they should do: The Hurricanes are pretty good as is, 
with a .737 points percentage through 59 games. They're 
good in all areas. They could do nothing at the trade 
deadline and feel fine about it. 

That said, their biggest need is defensive depth. The 
Hurricanes have been missing injured defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo and Brendan Smith. But even without the injuries, 
bolstering the blue line would be the deadline goal. "If we 
were going to spend some money in any place at this point, I 
think it'd be at defense," GM Don Waddell told NHL Network 
Radio recently. 

The question is what they'd surrender for that defensive help. 
Both of their big-name pending unrestricted free agents -- C 
Vincent Trocheck ($4.75 million AAV) and F Nino 
Niederreiter ($5.25 million AAV) -- are integral parts of their 
team. Their 2022 first-round pick was shipped out after the 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet. They have a pool of 
prospects that can be leveraged for a trade. But ultimately, 
this feels like a spot for a depth defenseman rather than a 

puck-moving game-changer whose cost seems greater than 
what the Hurricanes can manage at the moment. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Deadline status: Garage sale 
Cap space: $46,003,791 
Players, picks in play: F Max Domi ($5.3 million AAV, UFA 
this summer); G Joonas Korpisalo ($2.8 million, UFA this 
summer); cap space 

What they should do: GM Jarmo Kekalainen's teams have a 
life cycle. They contend, they lose significant talent, we write 
them off and then in an instant the Blue Jackets are back to 
being a pesky team with a path to the future. This season 
was a glimpse at forward Cole Sillinger. Next season could 
prominently feature forwards like Liam Foudy, Kent Johnson 
and Kirill Marchenko, as well as goalie Daniil Tarasov. 

It will not feature Domi, a pending UFA who'll be pushed out 
by the younger players. It's unlikely to feature Korpisalo, a 
27-year-old pending UFA who's kept the seat warm for 
Tarasov. Both have value on the trade market; it speaks 
volumes about the goalies available that Korpisalo, with the 
fifth-worst goals saved above average (minus-6.2) could be 
one of the most sought-after netminders available this trade 
season. 

But the biggest move for the Blue Jackets could be to take 
on someone else's contract headache. They have a ton of 
cap space to leverage, and could easily be the third party to 
facilitate a trade, picking up a draft pick or a prospect for the 
effort. 

New Jersey Devils 

Deadline status: Waiting to be impressed 
Cap space: $32,064,115 
Players, picks in play: G Mackenzie Blackwood ($2.8 million 
AAV, RFA in 2023); D P.K. Subban ($9 million AAV, UFA 
this summer); D Damon Severson ($4,166,666, UFA in 
2023); C Pavel Zacha ($2.25 million AAV, RFA this summer); 
cap space 

What they should do: The Devils don't have the same level 
of urgency at this deadline as they did in 2021, when Kyle 
Palmieri had value and an expiring contract. Could they 
move Zacha ahead of restricted free agency? Could they find 
a way to bring down Subban's elephantine cap number and 
move him to a contender? Sure, but neither move is 
mandatory ... or in Subban's case, mathematically 
compelling. 

The Devils' approach to the deadline is likely one of 
consideration. If someone makes an offer they can't refuse 
for a player with term like Severson or Blackwood, they'll 
listen, deliberate and determine if the best move for the 
franchise is to get ahead of a move they'll eventually need to 
make. (In Blackwood's case, we're seeing real-time market 
correction courtesy of rookie goalie Nico Daws.) 

But New Jersey is also going to have its eyes on players 
shaking free from cap-strapped teams, which is a specialty of 
GM Tom Fitzgerald's front office. The Devils landed 
defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler from the Capitals last trade 
deadline, despite being a country mile from the playoffs. 
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Expect to see the same type of move this year, with an eye 
towards 2022-23. 

New York Islanders 

Deadline status: Tough decisions amid bummer season 
Cap space: $11,804,677 
Players, picks in play: D Zdeno Chara ($750,000 AAV, UFA 
this summer); F Cal Clutterbuck ($3.5 million, UFA this 
summer); D Andy Greene ($750,000 AAV, UFA this 
summer); D Scott Mayfield ($1.45 million AAV, UFA in 2023); 
LW Zach Parise ($750,000, UFA this summer); G Semyon 
Varlamov ($5 million AAV, UFA in 2023). 

What they should do: What the Islanders should do and what 
they will do are two separate things, because no one is really 
sure what GM Lou Lamoriello has cooked up at the deadline. 
Logic would dictate that the Islanders should work with 
Chara, Greene and Parise to find contenders for their low-
cap services. Clutterbuck should have his suitors, as 
contenders love a fourth-line, forechecking demon. 

Things get a little more complicated with Varlamov and 
Mayfield. In Mayfield's case, he's a strong, right-shot 
defensive defenseman with a very manageable cap number 
signed beyond this season. There's a lot of value there ... to 
the Islanders as well. 

In Varlamov's case, he would clearly be the second-best 
goalie available behind Marc-Andre Fleury in a market that 
lacks experienced, effective options. He makes $5 million 
against the cap, but only $4 million in real dollars next 
season. This is Ilya Sorokin's team now; dealing Varlamov 
would clear cap space for other uses, and get a nice return. 
The challenge is that he can block a trade to half the league, 
which could include some teams (Edmonton, Toronto) that 
could really use an upgrade. 

New York Rangers 

Deadline status: Maximizing their cap moment 
Cap space: $27,276,647 
Players, picks in play: 2022 first-round pick; G Alexandar 
Georgiev ($2.425 million, RFA this summer) 

What they should do: The Rangers remain a team carried by 
the best goalie on Earth this year (Igor Shesterkin) and a 
torrid power play (26.5%, second in the NHL) while posting 
horror-show metrics in 5-on-5 play. They're a playoff team, 
but not a contender, and there's a difference. 

That said, Shesterkin gives them a chance to win any playoff 
series they're in. They have the cap space to make a 
significant short-term addition to their top-six forward group, 
before their financial landscape changes significantly next 
season: Defenseman Adam Fox's cap hit jumps by $9.25 
million, and they'll either give pending UFA Ryan Strome a 
salary increase or upgrade at center via free agency. 

The trade deadline target should be on right wing, where the 
Rangers can search for a veteran rental. Of course, there's 
always the option of trading for a center and sliding someone 
like Strome to the wing; Tomas Hertl of the Sharks would be 
ideal for that. The Rangers will have options, including teams 
that might want to take Georgiev off their hands. Ultimately, 
their splashiest moves will likely come during the summer. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Deadline status: Way open for business 
Cap space: $6,536,989 
Players, picks in play: C Derick Brassard ($825,000, UFA 
this summer); D Justin Braun ($1.8 million AAV, UFA this 
summer); C Claude Giroux ($8.275 million AAV, UFA this 
summer); G Martin Jones ($2 million, UFA this summer); LW 
James van Riemsdyk ($7 million AAV, UFA in 2023). 

What they should do: GM Chuck Fletcher will do what he 
should do, which is trade everyone that's tradeable. That 
starts with Giroux, who has spent all 15 seasons of his 
tremendous NHL career with the Flyers, but is now the 
biggest name available at the trade deadline. While it hasn't 
been explicitly stated that Giroux will waive his no-movement 
clause for a deadline deal, it's hard not to infer that from 
everything he and Fletcher have said in recent weeks. The 
field for Giroux includes Colorado, Florida, Minnesota and St. 
Louis. The conversation starts with a first-round pick and a 
pair of prospects. 

Braun is going to get a lot of interest as a veteran defensive 
defenseman. So will Jones, considering how thin the goalie 
market is at the deadline. 

Then there's van Riemsdyk, the 32-year-old winger. His 
salary would necessitate some level of retention, but he 
could excel on a team that needs a net-front presence and 
power-play help. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Deadline status: Money in, money out 
Cap space: $4,750,000 
Players, picks in play: 2022 first-round pick; F Kasperi 
Kapanen ($3.2 million AAV, RFA this summer); D John 
Marino ($4.4 million AAV, UFA in 2027) 

What they should do: The Penguins would like to add a 
physical forward to their group ahead of the playoffs, but it's 
likely a "money in, money out" situation given their cap 
space. The most likely "money out" candidate is forward 
Kasperi Kapanen, a pending RFA. There has also been 
speculation that former Penguins GM Jim Rutherford and 
assistant GM Patrik Allvin -- now both with Vancouver -- 
might seek to acquire 24-year-old defenseman John Marino. 

One thing to keep in mind when it comes to reinforcements: 
The Penguins like some of their young options inside the 
organization, like defenseman Pierre-Olivier Joseph and 
forward Valtteri Puustinen, who was recently called up. But 
the lure of adding players from outside the organization is 
strong, especially when considering this aging group's 
window to win. 

Washington Capitals 

Deadline status: Dealing for a playoff run 
Cap space: $155,834 
Players, picks in play: 2022 first-round pick; F Daniel Sprong 
($725,000, RFA this summer) 

What they should do: There seems to be two schools of 
thought about the Capitals at the deadline. The first is that 
they approach it with moderation, keeping their first-round 
pick and prospects like Hendrix Lapierre and Connor 
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McMichael as they seek a veteran rental forward for their 
middle six. The second is that they throw their hooks in the 
water and try to reel in Marc-Andre Fleury or Claude Giroux, 
provided either veteran agrees to join the team. 

It's more likely the Capitals go with the moderate approach, 
with names like Calle Jarnkrok of Seattle, Andrew Copp of 
Winnipeg, Artturi Lehkonen of Montreal and Tyler Motte of 
Vancouver as potential targets. 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes 

Deadline status: Willing to help -- for a price 
Cap space: $27,684,464 
Players, picks in play: D Jakob Chychrun ($4.6 million, UFA 
in 2025), LW Lawson Crouse ($1.53 million, RFA in 2022), C 
Johan Larsson ($1.4 million, UFA in 2022), RW Phil Kessel 
($8 million, UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: Ah, Arizona. Where NHL contracts that 
don't age well go to retire. 

Expect cap-strapped teams to take full advantage of the 
Coyotes' room, and help Arizona add players with term or 
valuable future assets. Given that goal, the Coyotes will also 
try moving on from guys that don't factor into their long-term 
plans to continue building a foundation. Phil Kessel, for 
example, would be a prime top-six option for a contending 
team. 

The real focal point for Arizona though will be Chychrun. Last 
season's breakout -- 18 goals and 41 points in 56 games -- 
feels a long way off for Chychrun after this injury-plagued, 
less productive campaign. But regardless, there's a major 
market for Chychrun's services because of his age (23) and 
reasonable cap hit. The Coyotes will want to cash in now 
while the iron is still (relatively) hot, ideally reeling in multiple 
pieces that can benefit them down the road. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Deadline status: Building for the future 
Cap space: $3,203,318 
Players, picks in play: C Henrik Borgstrom ($1 million, RFA 
in 2023), D Calvin de Haan ($4.55 million, UFA in 2022), G 
Marc-Andre Fleury ($7 million, UFA in 2022), LW Brandon 
Hagel ($1.5 million, UFA in 2024), F Dominik Kubalik ($3.7 
million, RFA in 2022), C Dylan Strome ($3 million, RFA in 
2022) 

What they should do: The Blackhawks have more than a few 
carrots dangling on the trade market. In return, Chicago 
needs the two P's: picks and prospects. 

It's no secret the Blackhawks' cupboards are pretty bare. 
What they do have is cap space that should be put to good 
use in a league where most contenders don't have enough of 
it. Would eating a bad contract or two also net the 
Blackhawks a high draft choice this season, or a prospect 
with potential? They've got to entertain that idea. 

Brandon Hagel and Dominik Kubalik also need to be traded 
now if new GM Kyle Davidson doesn't see them as part of 
the team's rebuild. Hagel is young, productive and is a great 
competitor. Why would you want to lose that? You wouldn't -- 
unless you're a team like Chicago staring down a three- to 

five-year long retooling and you can get an A-plus package 
in exchange for Hagel. 

Los Angeles or Minnesota could be ideal trade partners. 
Both clubs want to make a run and need some secondary 
scoring (for now and the future). Hagel or Kubalik could fit 
the bill. Strome is there too, but he's been spotty and never 
quite lived up to expectation. Depending on the return, there 
could be a solid trade partner out there for him in the playoff 
mix. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Deadline status: Win-now mode 
Cap space: $3,309,979 
Players, picks in play: D Sean Behrens (unsigned draft pick), 
D Bowen Byram ($894,167, RFA in 2023), D Samuel Girard 
($5 million, UFA in 2027), RW Martin Kaut ($863,333, RFA in 
2023) 

What they should do: The Avalanche got to work already, 
adding defenseman Josh Manson from Anaheim in 
exchange for prospect Drew Helleson and a 2023 draft pick. 
That shouldn't be all Colorado does, either. 

These Avalanche have been incredible all season. They also 
have some key players -- including Nazem Kadri and Valeri 
Nichushkin -- on expiring contracts. Not to mention that 
Nathan MacKinnon is still on his team-friendly deal (with an 
average annual value of $6.3 million) for one more year. If 
there was ever a time to go all-in, this is it. 

Colorado has run into some injury troubles lately, which 
could affect their deadline dealings. Gabriel Landeskog is out 
indefinitely after knee surgery (they hope he'll be back for 
playoffs) and Samuel Girard is out four weeks with an injury 
too (not that it would preclude Colorado from trading him). 
The bottom line is, the Avalanche are too talented not to do 
everything they can to win a Cup. 

The team is definitely interested in Claude Giroux. They've 
called about J.T. Miller. Tomas Hertl isn't out of the question, 
either. That's the caliber of player they should be eyeing, a 
real difference-maker that can put them over the top and set 
up a long postseason. Colorado would also benefit from a 
depth forward with some sandpaper, as most long-running 
playoff teams do. 

What would the Avalanche part with? That's where the club's 
pool of prospects and young talent comes into play. Bowen 
Byram is the intriguing one here, given his history of 
concussions, and the fact he hasn't played since Jan. 10. 
Byram is also just 20 years old. Given that much runway still 
in his career, moving him would require a major return. 

Dallas Stars 

Deadline status: Don't stop now 
Cap space: $50,000 
Players, picks in play: G Braden Holtby ($2 million, UFA in 
2022), D John Klingberg ($4.25 million, UFA in 2022), F Alex 
Radulov ($6.25 million, UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: It's really impressive how Dallas has 
forced its way back into the playoff picture after a slow start. 
Even in the highly competitive Central, the Stars are looking 
increasingly like a contender. So, why hold back now? 
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Much of what Dallas should get done here hinges on John 
Klingberg. It's a safe bet he won't be re-signing with the 
Stars, and the defender's unhappiness over seeing 
teammates get new deals before him may be playing a role 
in his poor season. To a contender though, Klingberg could 
be a real asset; for Klingberg, a new opportunity creates 
proving ground for his next contract. Win-win. 

Miro Heiskanen contracting mononucleosis and being out 
indefinitely could slow the trade processes for Dallas, 
though. The team may want to wait and see how he's 
progressing in another week. While they're figuring that out, 
the Stars should be eyeing some middle-six forward help -- 
perhaps in the form of Vegas' Reilly Smith or Detroit's 
Vladislav Namestnikov -- who could make an impact right 
away. 

Minnesota Wild 

Deadline status: One move away 
Cap space: $10,654,472 
Players, picks in play: Second-round draft pick in 2022, F 
Jack McBain (unsigned draft pick), C Nico Sturm ($725,000, 
UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: Bill Guerin knows what's coming. 
Buying out the contracts of Zach Parise and Ryan Suter 
forces the Wild to carry $12.7 million and $14.7 million in 
dead money over the next two seasons. That's the cost of 
doing business. Does it mean Guerin should go all-in and 
acquire a top-line center or top-six forward for a serious 
playoff push this season, while he still has the cap space? 

It's an intriguing thought, made more so by Minnesota's 
recent slide in losing eight of 10 games. Suddenly a club that 
previously looked rock-solid is showing serious holes. At the 
same time, Guerin has been vocal publicly about not wanting 
to disrupt locker room chemistry, which inserting a big-name 
(and potentially big-voiced) player into the mix could do. 

Minnesota has some promising young prospects to use in 
any deal, with teams that may be eyeing more future 
success than present. Should Guerin have full faith that this 
year is Minnesota's chance to chase a Stanley Cup, he 
should trust his players to absorb the right addition without 
losing what already makes the Wild great. 

Nashville Predators 

Deadline status: To go all-in, or to not go all-in? 
Cap space: $44,653,932 
Players, picks in play: LW Filip Forsberg ($6 million, UFA in 
2022), D Luke Kunin ($2.3 million, RFA in 2022) 

What they should do: GM David Poile has one question to 
answer before the deadline: Does Nashville have a real shot 
in the postseason? 

The Predators have overachieved this season. There's been 
positive growth all over the ice. But Nashville is streaky, 
going from volcanic hot to glacier cold overnight. If Poile 
believes the Predators could go on a run, then Filip Forsberg 
has to stay and Nashville needs to add another winger to 
bolster its often non-existent secondary scoring. 

Phil Kessel or Max Domi could be attractive choices on the 
rental market. Brandon Hagel would also add some youthful 
enthusiasm to the mix. 

The other area Nashville would need to improve is its third-
pairing defense options. John Klingberg has been able to 
play well at both ends of the ice in years past, and could 
provide a little more offense from the blue line for Nashville 
too. 

That caliber of move would cost Nashville, though. The onus 
remains on Poile to either push his chips in and bet on the 
Predators at their best, or leverage Forsberg now for assets 
and see what Nashville can do without him. 

St. Louis Blues 

Deadline status: Deep diving for a defenseman 
Cap space: $113,333 
Players, picks in play: First-round pick in 2022, C Zach 
Bolduc ($925,000, RFA in 2024), LW Jake Neighbours 
($866,667, RFA in 2024), D Marco Scandella ($3.275 million, 
UFA in 2024) 

What they should do: The Blues needed another 
defenseman even before rookie Scott Perunovich had left 
wrist surgery last week (he's expected to miss at least eight 
weeks). Perunovich was also a player St. Louis could have 
put out there as available in trade (and they still could), but 
one way or another, the Blues look to be at least one blue-
line addition away from another serious run at the Cup. 

St. Louis' lack of cap space will likely keep their focus on the 
rental market. They'll also have to move a larger contract -- 
ideally Marco Scandella's -- to bolster the blue line in the 
short term. The emergence of Jake Walman would make 
losing Scandella more palatable, even with Perunovich out, 
and the Blues should be targeting a significant player to bring 
on board too. 

The usual pending free-agent suspects -- Mark Giordano and 
Ben Chiarot specifically -- would slide in well for a contending 
club like St. Louis. But the Blues may also need some salary 
retained in a trade, and that's where their draft pick(s) could 
come into play; they are down their second-rounder this year 
from the Pavel Buchnevich trade, but have the rest of their 
early-round picks in the next three drafts. Depending on how 
serious GM Doug Armstrong is about giving his club the best 
chance, it could be worth going all-in on a player he truly 
believes will make the difference. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Deadline status: Hoping to hold out 
Cap space: $669,167 
Players, picks in play: D Nathan Beaulieu ($1.25 million, UFA 
in 2022), C Andrew Copp ($3.64 million, UFA in 2022), C 
Paul Stastny ($3.75 million, UFA in 2022) 

What they should do: In a perfect world, Jets' GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff doesn't do much at the trade deadline. If 
Winnipeg can keep winning, he may not have to. If they 
don't, the Jets are likely to become sellers. 

Andrew Copp's name is the most discussed among 
Winnipeg's pending UFAs. The 27-year-old's versatility (he 
can excel as a second- or third-line guy at center or on the 
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wing) is coveted by contenders on a short-term basis, and he 
wants to play himself into a big contract somewhere -- and 
that may not be with the Jets. Winnipeg is mindful of adding 
more cap-friendly contracts, something they could acquire in 
a Copp trade, or he could even fetch a first-round pick. 

Beaulieu is another expiring contract but is currently on LTIR, 
making it more difficult -- but not impossible -- to orchestrate 
a trade with the right partner. 

Would it benefit the Jets to acquire a rental? Probably not. 
There's too much risk in giving up an asset to bring on a 
temporary fix when your team has been inconsistent all 
season. Better to let this group fight for each other, and see 
where it takes them, while looking to move players you know 
won't be part of the future. 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks 

Deadline status: You're either in or you're out 
Cap space: $47,882,209 
Players, picks in play: D Hampus Lindholm ($5,205,556 
AAV, UFA this summer); F Rickard Rakell ($3,789,444 AAV, 
UFA this summer) 

What they should do: Newly installed GM Pat Verbeek brings 
an outsider's perspective to a team that's run it back with the 
same veterans for the last few years. He arrived as a 
crossroads for the Ducks -- a duck crossing? -- as the next 
generation of Troy Terry, Trevor Zegras, Jamie Drysdale and 
others take, over while a trio of veterans approached free 
agency. 

Verbeek indicated that he wasn't going to let his free agents 
walk away for nothing, and on Monday he backed that up by 
trading pending UFA defenseman Josh Manson to the 
Avalanche for prospect defenseman Drew Helleson and a 
second-round selection in the 2023 draft. 

Lindholm would be a coveted rental if he doesn't come to 
terms on a new deal with the Ducks -- the Panthers would be 
one interesting option. He hasn't been able to recapture the 
magic of his best seasons, but he's still a solid defenseman 
who plays 22:35 per game. As for Rakell, who's battled an 
injury recently, he can play both wings, has 5.9 goals above 
average and sees a lot of power-play time for Anaheim. 

Calgary Flames 

Deadline status: Big business done, now it's onto finishing 
touches 
Cap space: $627,872 
Players, picks in play: 2022 second-round picks, F Brett 
Ritchie ($900,000 AAV, UFA this summer) 

What they should do: What they've already done. They 
acquisition of winger Tyler Toffoli on Valentine's Day will end 
up better than the majority of the trades that'll be made 
between now and Monday's deadline. He has 13 points in 14 
games with the Flames and they avoided the volatility of the 
deadline market to lock in their trade early. 

At the deadline, the Flames have their own second-round 
pick and that of the Panthers to ante up for a bottom-six 
forward or a depth defenseman on an expiring contract. The 
way Calgary is playing, it's hard to imagine they want to 

break up the band -- a depth player like Ritchie moving on to 
create a little more cap space could be the extent of it. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Deadline status: Deciding on the investment 
Cap space: $591,304 
Players, picks in play: 2021 first-round pick; F Josh Archibald 
($1.5 million AAV, UFA this summer); G Mikko Koskinen 
($4.5 million, UFA this summer); F Kyle Turris ($1.65 million 
AAV, UFA this summer) 

What they should do: What can they do? GM Ken Holland 
has been steadfast in saying that he's not looking to trade his 
first-round pick in 2021 or his top prospects for a rental. 
Would he trade it for a player with term? That's the question. 
If it's a "money in, money out" situation then the Oilers could 
trade Koskinen, who has trade protection, if it meant a 
significant upgrade in goal. Seeing as there isn't one, we'd 
expect the Oilers to chase a defenseman at the deadline 
instead. 

More likely, they could attempt to trade Archibald, but that's 
complicated. He recently returned to the lineup after missing 
most of the season due to post-COVID-19 myocarditis. 
Complicating his status is that Archibald remains 
unvaccinated. 

The Oilers will get a boost when injured players return after 
the deadline, as forwards Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Jesse 
Puljujarvi are due back. But there's pressure from local 
media to do more and not squander another season of 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Deadline status: It's complicated 
Cap space: $5,315,834 
Players, picks in play: 2022 first- and second-round picks; 
prospects 

What they should do: This has become a more complicated 
question recently. The Kings, who remain in a playoff seed, 
have a pretty good hockey team on injured reserve at the 
moment: Forwards Dustin Brown, Viktor Arvidsson, Andreas 
Athanasiou and Brendan Lemieux; and defensemen Drew 
Doughty and Mikey Anderson. Does GM Rob Blake have to 
make a move or two to fill in the gaps before the playoff 
start? 

Blake and the Kings have played at their own pace for the 
last few seasons. They started to ramp up last offseason 
when they brought on Arvidsson and Phillip Danault, but we 
expect the conservative and measured approach will 
continue at the trade deadline ... unless there's a player that 
Blake can't pass up using his bevy of picks and prospects to 
acquire. One name that's been linked for a while with L.A.: 
Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun, the 24-year-old 
signed through 2024-25 with a $4.6 million AAV. The cost to 
acquire him is sky-high, but the Kings could get into the 
ballpark better than others. 

San Jose Sharks 

Deadline status: Approaching the Hertl 
Cap space: $22,325,489 
Players, picks in play: F Alexander Barabanov ($1 million 
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AAV, UFA this summer); C Andrew Cogliano ($1 million 
AAV, UFA this summer); C Tomas Hertl ($5.625 million, UFA 
this summer) 

What they should do: The Sharks have a real conundrum on 
their hands with Hertl. As a trade piece, he's probably the 
second most coveted forward available at the deadline 
behind Claude Giroux. For some teams, he'd be a better fit: 
He's younger (28), a significantly more physical presence 
and has similar offensive output. He also has 24 points in his 
last 29 playoff games. He's a game-changer and would bring 
back to the kind of picks and prospects the Sharks need as 
they continue to rebuild around their immovable veteran 
contracts. 

If that sounds like the kind of player the Sharks may want to 
retain rather than trade, well, that's why Hertl's agent and the 
Sharks have been grinding away on a contract extension. 
How that goes will determine how their deadline goes, 
although they do have a couple of other players on expiring 
contracts to move too. 

Seattle Kraken 

Deadline status: Building for Year 2 
Cap space: $30,270,706 
Players, picks in play: F Colin Blackwell ($725,000, UFA this 
summer); D Mark Giordano ($6.75 million, UFA this 
summer); F Calle Jarnkrok ($2 million, UFA this summer); F 
Marcus Johansson ($1.5 million, UFA this summer); cap 
space 

What they should do: Seattle's inaugural season finds them 
in the basement of the Pacific Division. Needless to say, they 
won't have the moral quandary that the Golden Knights had 
in their inaugural season at the trade deadline, when they 
had the chance to flip expansion draft players or hold onto 
them for a playoff run. The Kraken will be sellers. 

Giordano, who has a limited no-trade clause, has the most 
value as a veteran puck-moving power-play quarterback with 
leadership intangibles -- a quintessential rental. Jarnkrok and 
Johansson could bring back mid-level draft picks as depth 
forward acquisitions for contenders. 

Keep in mind that the Kraken also have significant cap space 
they can use to pick up picks and prospects while facilitating 
trades for other teams. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Deadline status: Playoff push with an eye to future 
Cap space: $2,375,000 
Players, picks in play: F Brock Boeser ($5.875 million, RFA 
this summer); G Jaroslav Halak ($1.5 million AAV, UFA this 
summer); C J.T. Miller ($5.25 million AAV, UFA in 2023); F 
Tyler Motte ($1.225 million, UFA this summer) 

What they should do: It's hard to separate the rumors from 
reality with the Canucks. Is J.T. Miller available? Or does the 
rest of the league just covet a versatile forward with his 
offensive pop, grittiness and playoff-ready game? Is 24-year-
old Brock Boeser part of the core moving forward, or will they 
move him before he's due a $7.5 million qualifying offer this 
summer? Is Tyler Motte going to be another team's depth 
acquisition or continue helping the Canucks' playoff push? 

Jaroslav Halak, 36, is an interesting option for teams 
searching for goaltending help. He has a full no-movement 
clause, but if the right situation is presented to him -- that 
works for his family, his playing time and his chance to win -- 
it's not out of the question he'll waive it. But again: 
Vancouver's in a playoff race and might want to hang onto 
him, even if it hasn't been his strongest season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Deadline status: Tensions are rising 
Cap space: $1,210,833 
Players, picks in play: F Mattias Janmark ($2 million AAV, 
UFA this summer); F Reilly Smith ($5 million AAV, UFA this 
summer); 2022 second-round pick 

What they should do: Conditions have certainly changed for 
the Golden Knights since their big trade coup Jack Eichel 
returned to the ice. Their playoff chances are down to 55%, 
per FiveThirtyEight. Reilly Smith and Robin Lehner have 
joined Brayden McNabb, Mattias Janmark, Mark Stone and 
Alec Martinez on injured reserve. It's a bit of a mess, and at 
the wrong time. 

Even with players on long-term injured reserve, the Knights 
don't have much cap space at the deadline. They do have 
two players on expiring contracts they could move -- 
although losing original "Golden Misfit" Smith might hurt 
more than help. If Vegas is looking anywhere, it might be for 
goaltending help at the deadline, but their options are limited, 
especially since the top goalie available, Marc-Andre Fleury, 
isn't coming back to Sin City to bail them out.
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NHL Power Rankings: Avalanche stay in first; Capitals, Predators improve 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Colorado Avalanche maintain their spot in first place despite 
a growing injury list that now includes Gabriel Landeskog 
and Samuel Girard. They are in a tough race with the 
Carolina Hurricanes (who remain in the second spot) for the 
Presidents’ Trophy. 

There are not many major changes in this week’s top-10, but 
the Washington Capitals and Nashville Predators both make 
nice jumps this week thanks to their improved play in recent 
weeks. 

The Capitals might be getting enough goaltending from Vitek 
Vanecek to allow them to search for other upgrades at the 
trade deadline, while the Nashville Predators are getting a 
great bounce back season from Matt Duchene to help further 
solidify their playoff spot. 

We look at all of that and more in this week’s rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). Injuries to Landeskog 
and Girard are going to hurt, but their salary cap situation 
might open up for a big addition before the NHL trade 
deadline (depending on how long Landeskog is sidelined). 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 2). They are reportedly close to 
an eight-year contract extension for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
Could be a big win if he becomes the player they hope, but 
also a little bit of a risk if he does not. 

3. Florida Panthers (LW: 5). Their offense is just laughably 
good. They have scored at least five goals in 25 of their 59 
games this season. That is nearly half of their games. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 3). Andrei Vasilevskiy is so 
good that a .918 save percentage seems like a “down” year 
for him. It is not really a down year. 

5. Calgary Flames (LW: 4). This is a really good team, and 
as long as Jacob Markstrom keeps playing like this they will 
continue to be a really good team no matter how the rest of 
the lineup plays. He has nine shutouts already this season. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 6). Their past seven games 
have been against some of the league’s best teams and they 
are 5-1-1 with 11 out of a possible 14 points during that 
stretch. 

7. Boston Bruins (LW: 7). This team is just lurking in the 
shadows and seems like the type of team that will end up in 

the Eastern Conference Final before anybody realizes how 
good it has been. 

8. New York Rangers (LW: 8). They are 29-7-3 when Igor 
Shesterkin is the goalie of record. They are 8-10-2 when he 
is not. They are Colorado when Shesterkin plays. They are 
Chicago when he does not. Talk about a good news, bad 
news situation. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 9). Goalie. Goalie. Goalie. 
Goalie. 

10. Washington Capitals (LW: 14). The Eastern Conference 
is so good that this team is the eighth playoff team in the 
conference. Vitek Vanecek might be calming some of their 
goalie concerns. 

11. St. Louis Blues (LW: 10). Their offense is legit, and if 
Ville Husso is in goal they are not going to go away quietly. 
Still need an upgrade on defense. 

12. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 11). Injuries have really 
mounted for this team recently but that was a really 
impressive win against the Florida Panthers with so many 
players out of the lineup. 

13. Nashville Predators (18). Matt Duchene very quietly has 
31 goals this season. Did you know that? Now you do. 

14. Minnesota Wild (LW: 13). They are probably not in major 
jeopardy of missing the playoffs but they are probably closer 
to the bubble than they expected to be given their start. 

15. Dallas Stars (LW: 12). The absence of Miro Heiskanen is 
going to be significant, and probably guarantees that John 
Klingberg is not getting traded. Assuming the playoffs are still 
their goal (which they should be). Joe Pavelski‘s one-year 
extension was also a smart piece of business. 

16. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 17). Back to back wins against 
Washington and Tampa Bay was significant, especially with 
Detroit, Buffalo, and New Jersey ahead. The key is not 
wasting that opportunity with those three games. 

17. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 16). Hot take: They should not 
trade anybody and just see what these guys can do the rest 
of the way. 

18.  Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 15). This is starting to get 
concerning for their playoff chances. Injuries are a problem, 
sure. But a lot of top teams have played a lot of games 
without a lot of top players this season and are not in this 
spot. Mark Stone is great. He is not so great that the entire 
operation should fall apart without him. 
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19. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 19). Expectations for this were 
higher than this result. They should have been higher. This 
team should be better than this. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 20). Cole Sillinger looks like 
he has quite a future. 

21. San Jose Sharks (LW: 26). They really missed Erik 
Karlsson when he was out of the lineup. A lot. Different team 
with him in there. 

22. New York Islanders (LW: 23). Wonder what they look like 
with a fresh start and a more normal season next year. The 
goaltending is still legit. 

23. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 24). The night and day 
difference in this team’s performance (on both a team level 
and individual level with the young players) is striking. Cole 
Caufield and Nick Suzuki look like the players the Canadiens 
expected them to be since the coaching change. 

24. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 21). Time to sell the pending free 
agents and get what you can. Still a promising future here. 

25. New Jersey Devils (LW: 25). They have some key pieces 
in place, but making progress in this division is tough. 

26. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 22). Their second half 
performance might be a little discouraging given the way 
they started, but this young core still looks strong. Especially 
now that Jakub Vrana is back and scoring goals. 

27. Ottawa Senators (LW: 27). There are some good building 
blocks here, but the question marks still outnumber those 
positives. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 28). Just get it over with and 
start the full scale rebuild. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). Trading away a first-round 
pick for Rasmus Ristolainen and then re-signing him for five 
more years is not the key. 

30. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 31). Beating Jack Eichel and the 
Vegas Golden Knights thanks to the players they received in 
the trade for him (Alex Tuch, Peyton Krebs) is probably the 
highlight of the season for the Sabres. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). Nice little stretch here with a 
6-2-0 record in their past eight games with wins against 
Toronto, Vegas, and Colorado. 

32. Seattle Kraken (LW: 31). Simply not the debut season 
anybody hoped for this year.
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About Last Night: Canes fall 4-2 to Penguins, end four-game win streak 

In a quick turnaround afternoon game in Pittsburgh, the 
Canes fell 4-2 Sunday to snap a win streak. 

By taliagoodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes faced the Pittsburgh Penguins at 
PPG Paints Arena Sunday hoping to continue their win 
streak and sweep the season series against the Penguins. 
Instead, they fell 4-2 despite a valiant comeback effort.  

Raanta returns 

Antti Raanta was the starter in net Sunday, coming off of a 
36-save shutout against the Colorado Avalanche on 
Thursday night. He came out rolling, making a flaming-hot 
save on Kasperi Kapanen’s shot to open the period.  

He let in one goal at the end of the first, but he wasn’t to 
blame. He had an impressive first period, and there wasn’t 
much he could do about “the one that got away.”  

During the 40 minutes that followed, the trend continued. 
Raanta did all that he could to keep the Canes in the game, 
including a few more eye-catching saves. He only allowed 
one more goal from a Danton Heinen tip-in that was well-
screened, so Raanta is far from where the blame should be 
directed.  

PK does their thing 

I know, I know. I write about this in every ALN I’ve ever 
written— but for good reason! It was one of the few positive 
attributes of Carolina’s game yesterday. The Canes penalty 
kill went a perfect 3/3, remaining atop the league. If only their 
power play had been so dangerous in their lone opportunity 
on the man-advantage, we may have had a closer game on 
our hands.  

A comeback effort 

The Canes were down 3-1 after an empty-netter from Sidney 
Crosby with less than two minutes to go. It wasn’t looking too 
optimistic. But fans were given a sliver of hope when 
Sebastian Aho pulled through with a wraparound shot to bury 
a loose puck and cut the deficit to just one goal with just 
under a minute and a half remaining.  

This was the energy Canes fans expect to see throughout all 
60 minutes (mostly because we’ve been blessed with it, 
more often than not).  

Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough to gain the win, or even a 
point in OT. Zach Aston-Reese of the Penguins closed off 
any chances of a last-minute score with another empty-netter 
to double their lead and end the game 4-2.  

“It was a good effort,” Aho said. “Guys worked hard. You 
know, that’s our thing. That’s what we build on. Effort was 
there but we’ve got to be a little bit sharper.”  

The comeback efforts were clear to see, but they weren’t 
enough.  

“I’m happy with this game, other than the result,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We played hard, especially considering the [21 
hour] turnaround [between games].”  

What’s next? 

The Canes (41-13-5) get a much-needed break and will 
travel to face the Toronto Maple Leafs (37-16-5) in Toronto 
Thursday night. 

In the last matchup between these two, the Canes fell 4-3 in 
an OT loss and Tony Deangelo led the team with a goal and 
an assist for two points. He’s a key component of this team 
that’s missing at the moment, so the Canes will have to look 
to their other offensive threats to make up the difference.
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Wolves pick up points in three straight but lose Drury to injury 

Sam Miletic, Josh Jacobs and Ryan Suzuki are all also out of 
the lineup. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 34-10-5-5 (78 points; 1st in Central Division; 2nd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.30 

Goals Against/Game: 2.54 

Shots/Game: 34.54 

Shots Against/Game: 25.96 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.7% (T-12th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 84.5% (2nd)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (71) 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (32) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (49) 

Next Game: Wednesday, March 16 vs. Milwaukee 

(stats as of March 13, 2022)  

The injury bug has come big-time for the Chicago Wolves, 
who are looking to maintain their hold on the Central Division 
despite injuries to some of their key players. Ryan Suzuki 
missed all of this week’s action after being injured in the 
March 6 game against Iowa. Jack Drury and Sam Miletic 
were both injured in this week’s game against Milwaukee. 
Josh Jacobs was injured playing against Grand Rapids on 
Sunday.  

While the Wolves don’t release specific information on 
injuries, Ryan Warsofsky did confirm on Sunday that none of 
these injuries are day-to-day. Jacobs and Drury were both 
described as week-to-week, and Miletic will be “done for a 
while,” which sounds serious. (As a barometer here, 
remember that Eetu Makiniemi’s injury status was described 
as “week-to-week” back in December/January.) “This is 
going to be a good opportunity for Kyle Marino, [Ivan] Lodnia, 
[Stelio] Mattheos to play some more minutes. This is what 
they’ve wanted, so here’s your opportunity. We need some 
guys to step up.”  

Game 52: Wolves 4, Grand Rapids 2 

You want depth scoring? You’ve got depth scoring. The 
Chicago Wolves have struggled at times this season with 
being a one-line team. As Stefan Noesen, Andrew 
Poturalski, and CJ Smith dominated the early weeks of the 
season, other players didn’t even need to find the back of the 
net for the Wolves to win. But as Poturalski cooled off — one 
goal in his last 10 games as of the time of writing — others 
have had to step up. Ryan Warsofsky has been juggling his 
lines recently to try to find the right balance, and in this 
game, the new-look fourth line of Spencer Smallman, Sam 
Miletic, and Stelio Mattheos made an immediate impact. 

Defenseman Josh Jacobs got the Wolves on the board first 
off of a pass from CJ Smith early in the first period. The 

Smallman/Miletic/Mattheos trio scored the next two goals for 
the Wolves thanks to some hard work in the corners to 
maintain possession of the puck.  

Grand Rapids’ first goal came on a sequence where 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov lost his stick on a Griffins power 
play. The second came off of a rebound late in the third 
period.  

This was the Wolves’ eighth win over the Griffins this 
season.  

Scoring: CJ Smith, 1 G, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 G, 1 A; 
Sam Miletic, 1 G, 1 A; Josh Jacobs, 1 G; Stelio Mattheos, 2 
A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 A; Stefan 
Noesen, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 20 of 22, 0.909 sv%  

Game 53: Wolves 1, Admirals 2 (SO) 

Or maybe we spoke too soon about depth scoring. In a 
tightly played game against the Milwaukee Admirals — 
excuse me, the Milwaukee Fish Fry — the Wolves struggled 
to generate much offense. A Stefan Noesen goal in the first 
period stood as the only Wolves tally during regulation.  

The Admirals pushed hard in the second period, outshooting 
the Wolves 12-9. They got on the board early in the second 
thanks to former Wolf Tommy Novak, who scored after a 
flurry of activity on an odd-man rush. 

Chances were high in overtime for both sides, with the 
Wolves recording six shots to the Admirals’ three. For the 
second time this season, the Wolves thought they’d scored 
in overtime, as an Andrew Poturalski wrap-around attempt 
appeared to go in. There was no goal called on the ice, 
however, and the call was upheld upon review.  

Stefan Noesen scored the lone tally in the shootout, while 
Cole Schneider and Graham Knott scored for Milwaukee to 
give the Admirals the win.  

The Wolves also lost Jack Drury and Sam Miletic to injury 
early in this game, putting them two forwards short for more 
than two periods. This game marked Pyotr Kochetkov’s first 
loss in the AHL.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 1 G; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Andrew 
Poturalski, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 26 of 27, 0.963 sv%  

Game 54: Wolves 1, Grand Rapids 2 (OT) 

The Wolves entered this game the winners of eight straight 
against the Grand Rapids Griffins. After 60 minutes and 20 
seconds, the Griffins finally walked away with two points 
thanks to a quick overtime goal from Turner Elson. The 
Griffins won the opening faceoff and never relinquished 
control of the puck. Elson got behind the Wolves defense 
and was in alone against Lyon to record the game winning 
goal. 

For the second consecutive game, the Wolves’ only offense 
came from Stefan Noesen, who scored on the power play in 
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the first period off of a tight angle shot. Noesen leads the 
AHL with 32 goals on the season.  

Overall, the Wolves seemed to lack some urgency in this 
game, allowing Grand Rapids to control play for longer than 
usual. The Griffins’ lone goal in regulation was also scored 
on the power play, with Chase Pearson converting on a spin 
to the net.  

Goaltending was the story of this game, however, with Alex 
Lyon and Cal Pickard both putting on excellent performances 
for their teams. “If we don’t have [Lyon], we don’t get a point. 
He was outstanding. We could have been down 6-1 after the 
second period, so he was really good in this game.”  

This season, the Wolves have outscored the Griffins 32 to 13 
and outshot them 322 to 221. This was the first time this 
season that the Griffins outshot the Wolves (30-27) and just 
the third game this season where the Wolves surrendered a 
power play goal to them.  

Defenseman Josh Jacobs left the game early in the first 
period after a hit. Max Lajoie briefly left the game as well in 
the second period, but returned, sporting some bruising 
around the eye, and finished the game.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 28 of 30, 0.933 sv%

 

Stepan learning, thriving in new role with Canes 

Derek Stepan isn’t playing every single day for the 
Hurricanes, but he’s performing and handling with a veteran 
ease.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

In his 800th NHL game Saturday afternoon in PNC Arena, 
Carolina Hurricanes’ forward Derek Stepan scored his 500th 
NHL point on a wonderful assist from behind the net to 
Steven Lorentz.  

And while that moment of on-ice production from Stepan 
may have felt normal for the 12-year NHL veteran, nothing 
about this season has been normal for 2008 second-round 
draft pick of the New York Rangers.  

For the first time in his career, Stepan isn’t an everyday 
player for the Hurricanes. He signed with Carolina this past 
offseason on a one-year deal worth $1.35 million, and he’s 
appeared in 42 of the Canes’ 59 games. Since the beginning 
of February, Stepan has played in just eight of Carolina’s 17 
games.  

“It’s not an easy job, that’s for sure,” Stepan said. “It’s the 
first time I’ve ever been in that situation, so I’m learning as 
well. I’m learning what are the things that can help me so 
that when my number is in the lineup I’m ready to play. I wish 
I had a solid answer for you, but I don’t really know what the 
right thing is. It’s a day-by-day situation, and when your 
number is ready to go then you come in and do the best you 
can.” 

But he played well in his 800th game Saturday, a win over 
the Flyers. He played again Sunday, slotting in for a tough 
loss against the Penguins. And when Stepan plays, the 
Canes are generally pretty good.  

In the 42 games where Stepan has been in the lineup, 
Carolina is 30-9-3 (.750). When Stepan sits, the Canes are 
11-4-2 (.706). The difference is marginal, and there’s a lot 
more to it than Stepan’s inclusion, but the Canes win a 
higher percentage of games when Stepan plays.  

And his numbers as a whole this year are pretty good. He’s 
got 15 points, more than both Lorentz and Jordan Martinook 
who have played more games than him in a similar role. He’s 
got a 53.2 CF%, and his plus/minus is an even 0.  

But Stepan’s per-60 numbers are even better. He’s got 1.02 
xG/60, the fourth-best mark on the entire team behind only 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter. 
His 0.90 goals/60 is sixth on the Canes, and his 1.94 
points/60 are better than Jesper Fast, Jordan Staal, 
Martinook and Lorentz.  

Stepan’s lines have been productive, too. Stepan has played 
on two different lines for more than 50 minutes of ice time, 
and both have been solid. With Martinook and Lorentz, 
Stepan has a 60.8 xG% as a line. With Lorentz and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, Stepan has a 58.5 xG% as a line. 

The Canes veteran fourth-line option in Stepan has been in 
and out all year, but he’s found himself sitting a little bit more 
over the past few weeks. But still, he’s putting up good 
numbers and stepping up to the challenge whenever he is in. 

“In my 30-whatever years I’ve been in this league, he’s 
probably the best I’ve ever seen at handling it,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “Plain and simple. He’s been a pro every step 
of the way. It’s not easy, especially with a guy through his 
career has never really had a thought of being in this kind of 
role. I’ve never seen anybody handle it better.” 

So, should Stepan be playing more? Maybe.  

But at the same time, Martinook, Lorentz and Seth Jarvis are 
putting up good numbers as well, because everyone on the 
Hurricanes puts up good analytical lines because the team is 
just so good.  

As the season progresses, and the games get tighter, the 
talent and experience of Stepan could be valuable. He’s 
adopted his role well, and there’s a positive, too, as Stepan 
may even be a step fresher as the postseason nears.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259382339.html 

https://theathletic.com/3183459/2022/03/15/loose-pucks-with-the-trade-deadline-looming-what-should-the-canes-do/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-stepans-ride-to-raleigh-and-fit-with-the-canes/c-331440966 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/33500377/2022-nhl-trade-deadline-guides-all-31-teams-players-prospects-picks-play-plus-team-status 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/14/nhl-power-rankings-colorado-avalanche-stay-in-first-washington-capitals-nashville-predators-improve/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/14/22976261/about-last-night-canes-fall-4-2-to-penguins-end-four-game-win-streak 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/14/22977381/chicago-wolves-pick-up-points-in-3-straight-but-lose-jack-drury-to-injury 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/15/22978611/stepan-learning-thriving-in-new-role-with-canes 
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Sabres turn out the lights as Leafs squander lead in 5-2 loss 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 

 

By early afternoon on Sunday, the lights were already shining at Tim 
Hortons Field. The NHL’s Heritage Classic in Hamilton was greeted by 
grey skies and snow-whipped sideways by brisk winds. What a perfect 
afternoon for outdoor hockey. 

Wayne Gretzky was in the house to provide commentary for TNT. A day 
after it beat the United States in a gold-medal rematch, the Canadian 
women’s team was on hand for a salute from the sellout crowd. It didn’t 
look too appealing to plant one’s bum on the damp metal bleachers at 
one end of the makeshift rink, but this is what 26,119 fans came for: a 
soggy day to remember. 

It was more fun for some than others. Toronto squandered a 2-1 lead 
and lost to Buffalo 5-2 for the second time in a couple of weeks. The end 
was especially ugly – Auston Matthews got into a row with Rasmus 
Dahlin and will likely be fined and possibly suspended for crosschecking 
the Sabres defenceman in the neck. 

“I felt like it just rolled up over his shoulder,” Matthews said. “We were 
just battling in front of the net.” 

Peyton Krebs and Vinnie Hinostroza had two goals each for the winners 
and 40-year-old Craig Anderson had 34 saves. Petr Mrazek took the loss 
after allowing four goals on 37 shots. One bounced past him off 
teammate T.J. Brodie’s skate. 

All in all, there was a little something for everyone to enjoy. Willow Smith, 
the punk/pop artist whose parents are actors Will and Jada Pinkett Smith, 
performed 90 minutes before the puck dropped. Country singer Lindsay 
Ell sang the national anthems. Streams of fireworks shot in the air along 
with “the rocket’s red glare.” Marie Philip-Poulin and her Olympic 
teammates sang along and swayed back and forth during O Canada. 

Alessia Cara, the Grammy and Juno Award winner from Brampton, did a 
set between the first and second periods. Sadly, Mozart was not 
available to play a sonata for classical enthusiasts. 

Curiously enough, Buffalo was the home team. It was the first time a U.S. 
team had played host to an NHL game in Canada since March 23, 1994, 
when the Maple Leafs met the Panthers in Hamilton at Copps Coliseum. 

Naturally, when the home team was introduced, the mostly pro-Toronto 
crowd booed. 

It was snowing lightly and -2 C when the game commenced. That was a 
Hawaiian holiday compared to Saturday, when the combatants skated 
out in arctic conditions. “Holy crap, it was cold,” Toronto’s Mitch Marner 
said. 

Light towers shook in gale-force winds. It blew pucks off the stick of the 
Leafs’ William Nylander. “It was crazy when we got out there,” Nylander 
said Saturday night. “Wind, snow, cold … it was almost like how you felt 
playing outdoors as a kid.” 

Buffalo’s Don Granato said his players had trouble navigating the 
headwinds. “The mystique of these games is all of the elements you 
don’t have on a regular basis,” he said. “It adds to the excitement of the 
game. There is no question it’s a factor.” 

Both goalies – yes, even Mrazek – shined at the start on Sunday. Mrazek 
entered the encounter with a 10-5 record and an .884 save percentage. 

With Jack Campbell out with a rib injury, the Maple Leafs have gone from 
Soup to nuts. 

Mrazek was pulled after allowing four goals on 12 shots in his previous 
start but stopped all 13 he saw in the first period on Sunday. If the game 
had ended then everything would have been fine. 

He looked lost at times and has now allowed three goals or more in 11 of 
14 starts. 

“It doesn’t feel good when you lose,” Mrazek said. “When you win you 
find more positives than negatives.” 

The NHL trade deadline is one week away; Mrazek again gave Leafs 
general manager Kyle Dubas something to chew on. 
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After a torrid first half of the season the Maple Leafs are in danger of 
falling into fourth place in the Atlantic Division. 

If that happens one will look back and wonder what all of the excitement 
was about. 

The second period started with a bang. Ondrej Kase got Toronto on the 
board only 40 seconds in. Hinostroza replied for Buffalo 41 seconds after 
that. Then Matthews whistled a one-timer past Anderson a minute and a 
half later to give the Maple Leafs their second lead. 

The goal was Matthews’s league-leading 45th. Spectators celebrated 
with “MVP” chants. 

Hinostroza struck again to tie it at 2-2 with 9 minutes 7 seconds 
remaining before the second intermission. Suddenly Mrazek had allowed 
the Sabres to score twice in five attempts. He allowed two more in the 
third period and despite that Sheldon Keefe, the Maple Leafs coach, said 
he felt he looked solid. 

He did not announce if Mrazek will play again on Tuesday at Scotiabank 
Arena against Dallas or if rookie Erik Kallgren will make his first NHL 
start. Mrazek has given up 17 goals in his past four starts and has lost 
three. 

“I’m not making too many judgments about today’s game, good or bad,” 
Keefe said. “We’ll talk about it. The puck was a hot potato out there 
hopping around for both teams.” 

Only one team was booed at the end – Toronto. 

Members of the women’s team were introduced individually during the 
break between the second and third periods. The biggest cheers were 
reserved for the captain, Poulin, and Sarah Nurse. In Beijing, the latter, a 
27-year-old from Hamilton, set Olympic records for most points (18) and 
most assists (13) in a single women’s tournament. 

As they stood on a stage beside the ice, fireworks lit up the sky and a 
Canadian military jet thundered overhead. 

The Heritage Classic was a nice little bonus for Hamilton, which hosted 
the Grey Cup in December but didn’t receive much benefit because of 
restrictions related to COVID-19. Hotels were jammed this weekend and 
rooms – if you could find one – were going for $300 a night. 

The snow had mostly stopped by the time the clock wound down. The 
teams switched ends midway through the final period because of winds 
at the ice level. 

“One of the teams has to lose,” Morgan Rielly, the Maple Leafs 
defenceman, said. “The buildup was fun but the result was not what we 
wanted.” 
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There’s more to the Auston Matthews suspension than meets the eye 

Matthews, who has drawn only six penalties during 5-on-5 play this 
season, was shown no benefit of the doubt from the NHL’s department of 
player safety. 

 

By Chris Johnston  

 

It speaks to the unique nature of Auston Matthews’ career that he has 
more than three times the number of goals as an NHL player than 
penalty minutes. 

The Maple Leafs centre has battled through high-leverage usage and 
played in hotly contested areas of the ice for years while using his stick 
almost exclusively for which it was intended. Putting the puck in the net. 

And in one of the incredibly rare instances where he didn’t, when a net-
front jousting match with Rasmus Dahlin resulted in that stick 
inadvertently glancing off Dahlin’s shoulder pad cap and into his neck 
area during Sunday’s Heritage Classic, Matthews was shown no benefit 
of the doubt from the NHL’s department of player safety. 

They handed him a two-game suspension Monday, pausing a superlative 
season where he has become the Rocket Richard Trophy and Hart 
Trophy front-runner despite drawing fewer penalty calls than any star in 
the game. 

In making that ruling, the player safety department brushed aside 
Matthews’ claim that he didn’t intend to harm or injure Dahlin despite the 
fact the Sabres defenceman was neither harmed nor injured. They also 
looked past nearly 400 games of consistently controlled play from 
someone who finished no worse than eighth in voting for the Lady Byng 
Trophy as the NHL’s most gentlemanly player in each of his first five NHL 
seasons. 

“What do you think I think? It’s disappointing,” said Matthews’ agent Judd 
Moldaver, of Wasserman Hockey, when asked about the ruling. 

The play can be viewed in either isolation or totality. If you see only a 
Matthews cross-check that makes contact in the head area, it’s hard to 
argue for anything but supplemental discipline. But rewind the tape 35 
seconds on that shift and you’ll find Matthews laying out Dahlin with a 
clean body check. 

The Sabres defenceman then tracked his opponent and engaged with 
him at net front, bumping him into the crossbar. That might be viewed as 
a form of retaliation for the hit earlier in the shift, raising the temperature 
and creating the circumstances for what happened next. 

Matthews was clearly trying to defend himself when he got back to his 
feet. He told reporters he delivered the cross-check to Dahlin’s arm 
before “I felt like I kind of rode up his shoulder.” 

“That’s hockey, it’s competitive out there,” he said. “Guys are physical 
and trying to compete.” 

The force of impact didn’t knock Dahlin over or result in injury. 

The video released by the NHL’s department of player safety called it “a 
high forceful cross-check that makes contact with an opponent’s neck 
with sufficient force to merit supplemental discipline.” 

There were a range of punishments to be chosen from, and past 
examples of players who were fined $5,000 (U.S.) rather than suspended 
for delivering a cross-check to the head area. Matthews will miss games 
against Dallas and Carolina this week and be eligible to return Saturday 
in Nashville. 

As the game’s most electric player right now with 38 goals in 39 games, 
he has every reason to be frustrated. 

Matthews has drawn only six penalties during 5-on-5 play this season, 
according to naturalstattrick.com, 30 less than Connor McDavid and well 
behind the league’s other top scorers. His week also included a head-
scratching non-call in overtime when Jakob Chychrun interfered with him 
immediately before scoring the winner for the Arizona Coyotes. 

“I think it’s clear what kind of player Auston is,” Moldaver said. “You can 
look to the data and the history of performance. He’s an extremely 
complete and composed player. 

“It’s astonishing to me with how much time Auston has the puck and is on 
the ice that there aren’t more penalties called on him. I think people need 
to take a closer look sometimes at how these interactions develop.” 

While the Matthews situation arguably offers the perfect jumping-off point 
for a larger discussion about how star players are treated within the 
sport, it’s unlikely we’ll find him engaging in that talk himself. 
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It’s simply not his style. 

There should be no debate about the fact it’s bad for business to have 
him sitting on the sidelines now. These two games could potentially rob 
him of a chance to chase down the 60-goal milestone, something that 
would generate considerable buzz and interest since it hasn’t been 
accomplished by a NHLer in a decade. 

And with only 68 career penalty minutes on his resumé, or roughly one 
minor taken for every 11.5 games he’s played, it’s probably worth 
considering what finally made him push back in that exchange with 
Dahlin at Tim Hortons Field. 

It was out of character, for starters, and a slip of the stick made matters 
worse. 

“Auston isn’t a player who complains, and a player of his calibre shouldn’t 
have to,” Moldaver said. 
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The questions seem to be growing for Leafs GM Kyle Dubas as the trade 
deadline nears 

Goaltending? Defence? Dubas may have some difficult choices. 

 

By Mark Zwolinski, March 14, 2022 

 

It’s going to be an interesting week for the Maple Leafs. With fewer than 
seven days until the NHL trade deadline — and with the Leafs having 
gone 2-4-1 against non-playoff teams since Feb. 26 — they are facing 
questions with their goaltending and defence that need answering. 

General manager Kyle Dubas will have an expected $3.7 million (U.S.) in 
cap space available, which will limit what he can do before the March 21 
deadline. 

Goaltending 

One name that keeps surfacing is veteran Marc-André Fleury. It is 
believed Toronto would have to surrender a first-round draft pick and 
prospects to land Fleury, and they would likely need Chicago to retain 
some of his salary (he has about $1.6-million left on his annual $7-million 
cap hit). It’s a steep price to pay for a 37-year-old whose numbers (2.92 
goals-against average, 28th in the NHL, and .908 save percentage, 24th) 
aren’t that different from Jack Campbell and Petr Mrázek. 

The Leafs have traded away most of their picks in this year’s draft, 
though they still have their first-rounder, but the Blackhawks might be 
more interested in next year. A report Monday said NHL GMs are 
favouring 2023 first-round picks because they believe the top end of that 
draft will be deeper. 

Dallas’s Braden Holtby has been mentioned in trade talk, and he may get 
the start when the Stars are in Toronto on Tuesday. But the Stars’ Anton 
Khudobin reportedly was slated to have hip surgery Monday, meaning 
Dallas might not have the depth to deal goaltending. Buffalo’s Craig 
Anderson, the 40-year-old who beat Toronto on Sunday, could also be 
available. 

If the Leafs don’t deal for a goaltender, they’ll need better play from 
Campbell, out with a rib injury, and Mrázek. The Leafs also might want to 
look at Marlies call-up Erik Källgren while Campbell is sidelined. 
Ultimately, the net should be Campbell’s, with Mrazek backing up, though 
it’s hard to argue that an upgrade at the position could be the most 
beneficial move Dubas could make. 

Defence 

The batch of available blueliners appears to be strong and this could be 
where GM Kyle Dubas works his cap magic, with the hope that stabilizing 
the defence will stabilize the goaltending. It’s clear the Leafs cannot go 
into the playoffs counting on consistency from the young trio of Rasmus 
Sandin, Timothy Liljegren, and Travis Dermott. Jake Muzzin’s return from 
concussion will change the complexion of the defensive pairings, but 
Muzzin has played very little since Jan. 15 and will need time to regain 
form. 

Mark Giordano’s name has surfaced as a solid rental, and the undrafted 
38-year-old from Toronto won his Norris Trophy in Calgary with T.J. 
Brodie as his defensive partner. Giordano would be a tremendous get for 
Dubas. 

The Leafs should have a timeline this week for the return of Muzzin, who 
is skating and practising, and they’ll need to juggle their roster as they 
play with the cap. The will likely mean one of Sandin or Liljegren heading 
to the Marlies, possibly with a forward like Nick Robertson or Kyle 
Clifford. 

Muzzin wasn’t having his best season before he was hurt, but the Leafs’ 
problems in their end of the rink have only been mounting. After allowing 
76 goals in their first 31 games, they have given up 105 in their last 28. 
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NHL suspends Leafs centre Auston Matthews two games for cross-check 

 

Maple Leafs superstar Auston Matthews has been assessed a two-game 
suspension for his cross-check on Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin in 
Sunday’s Heritage Classic, the NHL’s Department of Player Safety 
announced. 

Video showed Dahlin crosschecked Matthews twice before the Leafs 
centre reached back and drove his stick towards Dahlin’s head. 

The league’s department of player safety deemed the incident, which 
occurred at 14:55 of the third period, worthy of a two-game suspension 
for Matthews. 

The suspension will begin Tuesday when the Leafs face Dallas at the 
Scotiabank Arena. 

The department said in its review that it has taken into account 
Matthews’s NHL career (390 games) without a previous suspension. 

Have your say: 

But the two-game suspension is “merited,” the department said, 
explaining that Matthews retaliated after being knocked into the net 
during a goal-mouth tussle with Dahlin. 

The department said Matthews “rises up and strikes Dahlin with force in 
the neck … this is cross-checking. While we acknowledge Matthews’s 
argument that this is not a cross-check meant to harm or injure his 
opponent, it is not a routine action to box out an opponent or gain body 
position. Having been involved in a shoving match with Dahlin that 
knocked him into the net, Matthews aggressively retaliates by raising his 
stick significantly and creating this contact. This is a high, forceful cross-
check that makes contact with an opponent’s neck with sufficient force to 
merit supplemental discipline.” 

Under terms of the collective bargaining agreement, Matthews will forfeit 
his salary from the two games, which amounts to $116,402.50. The 
money will go the players’ emergency assistance fund. 

Matthews’s suspension may impact the Rocket Richard Trophy race. 
Matthews scored in Sunday’s Heritage Classic, giving him 45 goals and a 
six-goal lead in the race for the most goals in the NHL regular season. 
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His rivals will have an opportunity to close the gap while he sits. In the 
Rocket Richard Trophy race, Leon Draisaitl ranks second, with 39 goals. 
Chris Kreider is third, with 38, followed by Kyle Connor (37) and Alex 
Ovechkin (36). 

The NHL has suspended Maple Leafs superstar Auston Matthews for 
cross-checking Buffalo Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin in an outdoor 
game Sunday. 
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Inside the NHL: Deadline sellers feel the squeeze, more trade tidbits and 
outdoor games we’d love to see 

Popular trade targets such as Claude Giroux, Hampus Lindholm and Ben 
Chiarot might not fetch first-round draft picks in return. It’s a strange year 
for dealing. 

 

By Chris Johnston 

 

One week out from the NHL’s trade deadline and things are quiet. 

Scary quiet. 

“Quietest it has been,” said one veteran general manager. “Maybe things 
pick up next week. No one wants to commit.” 

This has all the looks of a buyer’s market, with a relatively small number 
of teams bidding on the most attractive players. And an extremely limited 
amount of available cap space to be found among them. 

The squeeze is on the sellers, then, many of whom might be forced to 
lower internal expectations on the returns they seek before 3 p.m. on 
March 21. 

That dynamic basically crippled the trade market over the last few weeks. 
You had the Maple Leafs and Coyotes swap involving Ilya Lyubushkin 
and Nick Ritchie, and the Tyler Toffoli trade from Montreal to Calgary, 
and that’s about it when it comes to moves with NHL implications. 

At least some sources reported an uptick in trade conversations over the 
weekend. 

The gridlock will break eventually. 

What remains to be seen is how many first-round picks will change 
hands. That would typically be part of any ask for at least three of the 
available names — Claude Giroux, Hampus Lindholm and Ben Chiarot 
— but it doesn’t seem likely that we’ll see even that many top-round 
selections change hands. 

One thing to keep in mind is that cap charges are calculated daily. That 
means teams pressed tight to the ceiling like the Golden Knights, 
Lightning, Leafs, Panthers and Avalanche will have the easiest time 
making room for new additions on the deadline day itself. Expect most of 
the action to go down then as a result. 

However, this is also the NHL’s third straight season with a flat salary 
cap. We’ve never seen that before and we might see a different kind of 
trade deadline, too. 

Going outdoors 

The vibes were immaculate. 

Emerging from the grips of another locked-down pandemic winter — one 
that saw the Leafs play five home games inside an empty Scotiabank 
Arena in January and February — you had a sea of blue crash over Tim 
Hortons Field in Hamilton on Sunday. 

It was technically a Buffalo Sabres home game, but that’s not how it felt. 

The “road” fans met the occasion even with snow blowing sideways and 
temperatures dipping to minus-10 C with the wind chill. They were 
tailgating in Matthews and Marner sweaters three hours before puck 
drop. 

It may have been as much for warmth as revelry. 

But there was a feeling of fun in the air, which is not something we’ve 
had around NHL games in this country to the degree we would have 
expected this season. This was a welcome respite from that. 

While the NHL’s outdoor games may have long since lost their novelty as 
a TV product, they always seem to deliver on the ground. I’ve attended 
them in Chicago, Boston, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Ann Arbor, 
Washington, Annapolis, Toronto, Regina, Winnipeg, Ottawa and now 
Hamilton. 

They always manage to fill the seats no matter the conditions. And the 
NHL generates a gate that far exceeds what it could get from a typical 
regular-season game in any of its traditional buildings. 

For participants, these games break the monotony of a long regular 
season. Steven Stamkos referred to Tampa’s recent outdoor game at 
Nashville’s Nissan Stadium as one of the best experiences of his 14-year 
career. 

There were plenty of smiles as the Leafs walked off their bus in Stelco-
inspired factory uniforms and hard hats. The Sabres went with the “Semi-
Pro” basketball uniforms. It didn’t feel anything like game 59 on the 
schedule. 

“I thought it was excellent,” said Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe. 

#AskCJ 

What are the odds that the Leafs get Marc-André Fleury? Or Claude 
Giroux? Or Mark Giordano? 

@joshua_honen18 

I’ll set the extremely unofficial C.J. odds of Toronto trading for one of 
those players at 40-1. In other words: long, but not completely out of the 
question. They carry cap hits of $7 million (Fleury), $8.275 million 
(Giroux) and $6.75 million (Giordano) in U.S. dollars, which means Leafs 
cap guru Brandon Pridham would have to pull off some wizardry to make 
the money work. 

Do the Florida Panthers need to add anyone to solidify they’re already 
deep team? If so, who are you looking to acquire? 

@ForumHockey_ 

I’m not sure it’s a need, but it’s a want. The Panthers finally have a team 
worthy of contender status, so GM Bill Zito has plenty of motivation to 
take a swing. Keep an eye on Claude Giroux here — Florida may not be 
the favourite to land him, but has genuine interest. 

Do you think the Flames make any more moves before the trade 
deadline? Or was Toffoli their splash? 

@bewareofiggy 

It wouldn’t surprise me if they didn’t make any more moves before the 
deadline. Expect the Flames to monitor the market for depth upgrades, 
but with Toffoli in the fold and 16 wins in 19 games this doesn’t look like a 
team in need of a splash. 

Are there ever going to be any trades? 

@kyle_fultz 

Ummmm … I hope so? 

If the NHL expanded to 40 teams, which cities could you see getting an 
NHL team? 
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@Kaartik_FPL 

OK, let’s get crazy. For the NHL to grow this much it’s probably going to 
require a European division. So I’ll start with London, Berlin, Prague, 
Stockholm and Tampere, Finland. Back here in North America I’m adding 
Houston, Quebec and a second team in the Greater Toronto Area. 

How long until Cobourg produces its next NHLer? I need a new 
hometowner to cheer for since Mr. Game 7 retired. Also, Viking or 
Comet? 

@LeafsLateNight 

Finally, we get to the important questions. Justin Williams is part of a 
group currently building an elite training facility in the area, so I’m sure it 
won’t be long. In the meantime, I’d suggest following Cobourg Cougars 
alumni Justin Danforth, who recently earned a two-year contract 
extension in Columbus. (Oh, and I’m a Viking.) 

In a hockey-based Teen Wolf situation, do you think Teen Wolf would 
thrive or would the wolf’s natural inability to skate hinder the athlete more 
than help? 

@SteitzerJon 

I’d never bet against Teen Wolf. He would thrive in any environment. 

Why didn’t you come visit us in the studio (Friday) night? 

@frankcorrado22 

Ya CJ? Big wheeling us? 

@CarloColaiacovo 

I’ll just say this: It’s always nice hearing from fans. 

Tidbits 

Jakob Chychrun left Saturday’s game with a lower-body injury and may 
find himself off the trade market, pending the results of an MRI in Arizona 
on Monday … The Coyotes still hope to be active, with GM Bill 
Armstrong making it known that he’ll take on unwanted contracts as long 
as they’re attached to future assets … San Jose is focused on signing 
Tomas Hertl to a contract extension, but the Sharks may have trouble 
trading the productive centre if it doesn’t happen because he can prevent 
a move to all but three teams of his choice … A Hampus Lindholm trade 
out of Anaheim gets a little more likely with each passing day … With 
Jake Muzzin expected to be activated off long-term injured reserve in the 
next month, the Leafs have limited room to make a trade without sending 
some salary back out the door … The Oilers are much more likely to add 
a defenceman than a goaltender … Ottawa is a seller in possession of 
six unrestricted free agents — Nick Paul, Zach Sanford, Chris Tierney, 
Tyler Ennis, Josh Brown, Anton Forsberg — but GM Pierre Dorion’s 
phone is eerily quiet … There’s no guarantee Artturi Lehkonen is moved 
with one RFA year remaining, but the Habs are listening … Shea 
Weber’s contract could be useful for a team needing help to reach the 
cap floor in coming seasons … Claude Giroux is on track to play his 
1,000th game for the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday … It might also be 
his last … The NHL is expecting full capacity and all 32 teams in 
attendance for the draft on July 7 and 8 at Montreal’s Bell Centre — the 
first held in-person since 2019 … Interesting nugget from Stamkos during 
his recent appearance on the Bob McCown podcast: The Lightning 
maintain an active group chat that includes departed members from their 
2020 and 2021 Cup teams. “You have that connection,” he said … Marc 
Staal became the third Staal to play 1,000 NHL games over the 
weekend, bringing the family total to 3,365 games (and counting) for the 
four brothers from Thunder Bay. Incredible achievement. 

C.J.’s Top Five 

Tim Hortons Field became the 32nd different venue where the NHL has 
conducted a regular-season game outdoors. Here are the top five places 
we’d love to see them go in the future: 

1. Lake Louise, Alta 

The league actually investigated this during the pandemic, but ran into 
regulatory issues. It’s worth trying again. What better backdrop could you 
find for the Battle of Alberta? 

2. Wembley Stadium, London 

The obvious issue is selling 90,000 tickets. But if you’re going to Europe 
you might as well try a major city with oodles of Canadian and American 
expats, not to mention one of the world’s most iconic venues. 

3. Central Park, New York City 

Let’s do this for the spectacle alone. You might not be able to get many 
fans into temporary stands, but a Rangers-Islanders game in the park 
would be unreal. 

4. Lambeau Field, Green Bay, Wis. 

There’s always been a hockey vibe emanating from the NFL’s coldest 
venue. Perhaps we could see a Lambeau Leap after a big goal. 

5. Michigan Stadium, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The site of the 2014 Winter Classic between the Leafs and Red Wings is 
worth revisiting. These events are all about the fans, and you can pack 
more than 100,000 people into the Big House. 

Parting thought 

With Jesperi Kotkaniemi set to sign an eight-year contract extension at 
slightly less than $5 million in average annual value on March 21 — the 
first day the Carolina Hurricanes can extend him on that maximum-length 
term — we ask: When was the last time a player averaging 12 minutes 
per night was given that much security? 
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Matthews pays price for finally boiling over, suspended two games by the 
NHL 

 

Terry Koshan, Publishing date: Mar 14, 2022   

 

Auston Matthews will have to sit for two. 

The Maple Leafs superstar was suspended for two games on Monday by 
the NHL’s department of player safety for his cross-check to the neck of 
Buffalo Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin during the Heritage Classic 
on Sunday in Hamilton.  

The incident happened at 14:55 of the third period of the Sabres’ 5-2 
victory. Matthews and Dahlin both were penalized for cross-checking 
after they fought for position in front of the Buffalo net. 

“The battle escalates, with Matthews using his stick to shove Dahlin, and 
Dahlin shoving Matthews to the ice in return,” the department of player 
safety said in the video explaining the reasoning for the suspension. 

“Matthews then gets back to his feet, approaches Dahlin, draws his stick 
back with both hands, rises up and strikes Dahlin with force in the neck. 
This is cross-checking. 

“While we acknowledge Matthews’ argument (made during a hearing on 
Monday morning) that this is not a cross-check meant to harm or injure 
his opponent, it is also not a routine motion to box out an opponent or to 
gain body position.  

“Having just been involved in a shoving match with Dahlin that knocked 
him into the net, Matthews aggressively retaliates by raising his stick 
significantly and creating this contact. This is a high, forceful cross-check 
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that makes contact with an opponent’s neck with sufficient force to merit 
supplemental discipline.”   

The NHL noted that Matthews had been neither fined nor suspended 
previously in his 390-game NHL career.  

Matthews will forfeit $116,402.05 US. The money will go to the players’ 
emergency assistance fund. 

Despite playing like his stick has a puck magnet on the blade, Matthews 
is ninth among Leafs in penalties drawn with eight. David Kampf, with 
nine, is among those who has drawn more, ditto Pierre Engvall with 12. 
Taking nothing from those players, but that’s not right. It’s little wonder 
that Matthews finally boiled over. 

Matthews’ quest for 50 goals will resume on Saturday, when the Leafs 
visit the Nashville Predators. Matthews has 45 goals, two shy of tying his 
career high for one season.  

The Leafs play at home against Dallas on Tuesday and Carolina on 
Thursday. When Matthews has been out of the lineup during his career, 
the Leafs have got by without him, going 25-14-2. 

After the game on Sunday, Matthews acknowledged he had not yet 
watched a replay of the incident. 

“It’s battling in front of the net,” Matthews said. “I felt like I kind of rode up 
his shoulder and his shoulder pad rolled up a little bit. That’s hockey, it’s 
competitive out there, guys are physical and trying to compete.” 

Dahlin said he was “fine” during his post-game availability. 

“It’s hockey,” Dahlin said. “Things happen out there, it goes fast. It was 
intense.” 

With Matthews watching for the next two games, the simplest 
adjustments for coach Sheldon Keefe would be to put Alex Kerfoot 
between Michael Bunting and Mitch Marner on the top line, move Jason 
Spezza back to centre on the fourth line and insert Nick Robertson into 
the lineup.  

It’s also a possibility that Keefe takes the opportunity to reunite captain 
John Tavares and Marner, and another option would be to move William 
Nylander to centre. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

When Erik Kallgren relieved Petr Mrazek in the game last Thursday 
against Arizona and gave up only an overtime goal, Keefe said that 
Kallgren made the Leafs feel comfortable. Fine, then give the 25-year-old 
Kallgren another opportunity on Tuesday. The Leafs know what they 
have right now in Mrazek, and that’s an inconsistent goalie who surely 
isn’t instilling confidence in his teammates, no matter what they say 
publicly … Brothers Nick and Jason Robertson are in line to play against 
each other for the first time in the NHL on Tuesday. While Nick has 
struggled with injuries with the Leafs and has bounced back and forth 
between the NHL and the Toronto Marlies, his older brother by two years 
has been a revelation in Texas. Jason Robertson, a second-round pick 
by the Stars in 2017, has 101 points (47 goals and 54 assists) in 103 
NHL games … For those who assume the Leafs will play the Florida 
Panthers or the Tampa Bay Lightning in the first round of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs, keep an eye on the Boston Bruins, who have won eight of 
their past 10 games to move to within two points of the Leafs in the 
Atlantic Division. If the Bruins are able to vault past the Leafs and stay in 
the top three of the Atlantic, something that is entirely possible 
considering the Leafs’ bad goaltending, the Leafs potentially could play 
Carolina in the first round. 
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Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews sends message by fighting back 

 

Steve Simmons, Mar 14, 2022   

 

In this coming-out-party of a season for Auston Matthews, he has never 
played better hockey. 

He is scoring more. He is skating more. He is handling the puck more. 
He is changing games more than ever before. And he has become not 
just the best player on the Maple Leafs and one of the very best players 
in hockey but the emotional leader of a team struggling in late season to 
re-define itself. 

Being the emotional leader of any team comes with moments — often 
good, sometimes bad — as witnessed late in the Heritage Classic game 
against the Buffalo Sabres. The nasty cross-check to the neck of Buffalo 
defenceman Rasmus Dahlin, a clear response to being knocked down 
near the Sabres goal, has cost Matthews and the Leafs two games 
without their top player. 

This is the first suspension of Matthews’ career. It may well be the last. 
But as costly as the two games seem at this moment, the message 
Matthews sent was rather clear: Just like the song says, we’re not going 
to take it anymore. 

In his early years in Toronto, Matthews wasn’t always demonstrative or 
emotional. That wasn’t his style. He played, he scored, he didn’t always 
get involved physically. But as he’s grown as a hockey player, he’s grown 
as an on-ice leader. Or as people in the Leafs front office will tell you, 
he’s grown as a man. He has a kind of swagger he didn’t have earlier in 
his career. He gets more involved when he scores, when he sets up a 
goal, when somebody else makes a play, than he ever did before. He’s 
the on-ice captain of the Leafs without the ‘C.’ 

From the time he scored his first goal of the season, he’s scored 44 
more, a league-leading 45 in all. Since that time in late October, no one 
in the NHL has scored more than 35 goals. At even strength, he’s scored 
32 times — from the moment he scored his first goal in the Leafs seventh 
game of the season no other player in the NHL has more than 24. He’s at 
a different goal scoring level than the rest of the league. 

From Game 7 to now, when he scored his first points, he has 77 in total. 
Only Jonathan Huberdeau has as many. Connor McDavid, by 
comparison, has just 70. The separation between Matthews and the rest 
of the NHL is apparent. 

That’s growing as is his emotional investment in the team. The last two 
Leafs games, both of them defeats to bottom feeders, ended with 
Matthews as the centre of attention. When his stick was held in overtime 
against Arizona, and the winning goal was scored on the play, he made a 
point of calling out the official on the ice for the obvious missed call. And 
in the final minutes against Buffalo early Sunday evening in Hamilton, he 
didn’t like the way his team was playing, didn’t like the way Dahlin was 
handling him, and he responded the way hockey players often respond. 

He did something foolish. He crossed the line. He cross-checked Dahlin 
in the neck. Had he hit him in the arm or the shoulder, the Leafs still 
would have lost the game but he would have been penalized but not 
suspended. 

He can say he didn’t mean to do it — but clearly, he did. And now he’s 
out two games because he chose to fight back. The Leafs, in fairness, 
kind of like how he responded. They just wish he had been a touch more 
subtle about the cross-check. 

But they do like that their best player, frustrated at not getting calls all 
season, is fighting back himself, the best way he knows. Being great in 
the NHL can often mean being a target. Mario Lemieux was a target. He 
once called the NHL a “garage league.” What Lemieux was saying then 
is that too many liberties are being taken with the game’s greatest 
talents. 
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It’s still happening now. And with Matthews being the biggest and 
probably the strongest of all Maple Leafs, he’s not looking for protection 
from anyone but officials. His suspension here is saying, without words: 
He’s trying to do his job, they have to do theirs better. 

Matthews rarely takes penalties. He doesn’t fight. He’s not a dirty player. 
He’s never had more than 14 penalty minutes in a season. This isn’t who 
he is or how he does his job. The NHL Department of Safety should have 
taken more of that into account when suspending him for two games. 
One game would have been sufficient. One game would have sent the 
appropriate message. 

The league, though, got lost in its own verbiage. Matthews was far more 
clear without speaking. He sent his message to just about every player in 
the league. And to his teammates. 

He’s not to be messed with. Not anymore. 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 03.15.2022 

1238491 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

TRAIKOS: Maple Leafs will benefit from an angry Auston Matthews 

 

Michael Traikos, Publishing date:Mar 14, 2022   

 

The days of Auston Matthews pretending to be a gentleman are officially 
over. 

It’s about time. 

After receiving a two-game suspension for crosschecking Buffalo’s 
Rasmus Dahlin in the neck on Monday, you can bet that the two-time 
runner-up for the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy won’t get any votes this 
year for “sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct.” Then again, it might 
be worth it if it means that Matthews is done taking any more crap from 
opponents. 

This is what the Toronto Maple Leafs need. More importantly, this is what 
Matthews needs in order to take his Hart Trophy game to the next level. 

We all know he can score. And we know he can put up points. But after 
nearly taking Dahlin’s head off with a vicious crosscheck, opponents also 
know that Matthews also has a temper. 

For someone who is 6-foot-3 and 205 pounds, that can be even more 
intimidating than what the Rocket Richard Trophy leader can do with the 
puck on his stick. 

Matthews might never play like Wendel Clark or Doug Gilmour did, that’s 
not his game, that’s not who he is. But at the very least, he now appears 
more willing to use his size and strength in a way that he hasn’t before. 

Consider it a warning. 

He’s done turning his cheek, while looking for the referees or his 
teammates for help. If you push him, he’s going to push you back. 

“We will see him fighting very soon,” Matthews’ longtime coach and close 
friend, Boris Dorozhenko, jokingly said in a text on Monday. 

Well, let’s hold off on that thought. But if Matthews can add a little Brad 
Marchand to his game, the Leafs will certainly benefit in the playoffs, 
where they have failed to advance past the first round in each of the past 
five seasons. 

That’s what this team has been missing. It’s not enough to add guys like 
Wayne Simmonds to the fourth line. The grit has to come from the gifted 
goal-scorers. They have to play with an edge, with a snarl, with some 
aggression. 

And if Matthews is willing to bring it, then you can bet the rest of the team 
will follow. 

After all, this is what leadership looks like. It’s also what frustration looks 
like. 

It’s no secret that this has been a difficult stretch for the Leafs, who 
because of shoddy goaltending have lost seven of the past 12 games. 
It’s also been a difficult time for Matthews, who because he leads the 
league with 45 goals, has been playing with a giant target on his back 
lately. 

Following a 5-4 loss to the Arizona Coyotes last week, Matthews let the 
referees have it after he was held up on the overtime-winning goal and 
there was no penalty called. On Sunday, while battling Dahlin for position 
in front of the net, Matthews finally took matters into his own hands. 

“As the video shows, Matthews and Dahlin engage in a battle for position 
in front of the net,” the NHL said in a video statement. “The battle 
escalates, with Matthews using his stick to shove Dahlin, and Dahlin 
shoving Matthews to the ice in return. Matthews then gets back to his 
feet and approaches Dahlin, draws his stick back with both hands, rises 
up and strikes Dahlin with force in the neck.” 

Matthews, who said that he did not intend to harm or injure Dahlin, 
argued that his stick rode up on Dahlin’s shoulder. Then, again, can you 
blame him? How much abuse can one player take? 

While Connor McDavid has drawn the most penalties in the league, 
Matthews ranks well outside the top 300. In other words, if the refs aren’t 
going to do anything, then he is going to take matters into his own hands. 

Consider it yet another skill-set he has added to his growing repertoire. 
Over the years, Matthews has learned to fire the puck off his wrong foot 
in order to become a more deceptive shooter. He has added weight to be 
more durable and lost weight to be more mobile. He has worked on his 
face-offs, his one-timer and his defensive game. 

Now, he’s learning to become more physical. 

“He is nonstop improving,” said Dorozhenko. “He is every year adding 
something to his skill-set, always doing something more than the year 
before. He is always researching something different. That’s why I 
always expect something more from him.” 

As a rookie, Matthews had 21 hits in 82 games — fewer than Mitch 
Marner and William Nylander. In the past two seasons, only Wayne 
Simmonds (164) and John Tavares (109) have finished more checks 
than Matthews (106). It part of a constantly evolving game that has seen 
Matthews use his body more to cycle pucks down low, drive to the net 
and box out defenders. 

Who knows? As Dorozhenko joked, maybe we’ll even see Matthews drop 
the gloves one of these days. If so, I wouldn’t want to be the player who’s 
on the receiving end. 
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NHL suspends Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews for two games for cross-
check on Dahlin 

The NHL noted that Matthews had neither been fined nor suspended 
previously in his 390-game NHL career. 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Auston Matthews has been suspended for two games by the National 
Hockey League. 
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The Maple Leafs superstar was assessed the penalty on Monday by the 
NHL’s department of player safety for his cross-check to the neck of 
Buffalo Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin during the Heritage Classic 
on Sunday in Hamilton. 

The incident happened at 14:55 of the third period of the Sabres’ 5-2 
victory. Matthews and Dahlin both were penalized for cross-checking 
after they fought for position in front of the Buffalo net. 

“The battle escalates, with Matthews using his stick to shove Dahlin, and 
Dahlin shoving Matthews to the ice in return,” the department of player 
safety said in the video explaining the reasoning for the suspension. 

“Matthews then gets back to his feet, approaches Dahlin, draws his stick 
back with both hands, rises up and strikes Dahlin with force in the neck. 
This is cross-checking. 

“While we acknowledge Matthews’ argument (made during a hearing on 
Monday morning) that this is not a cross-check meant to harm or injure 
his opponent, it is also not a routine motion to box out an opponent or to 
gain body position. 

“Having just been involved in a shoving match with Dahlin that knocked 
him into the net, Matthews aggressively retaliates by raising his stick 
significantly and creating this contact. This is a high, forceful cross-check 
that makes contact with an opponent’s neck with sufficient force to merit 
supplemental discipline.”  

The NHL noted that Matthews had neither been fined nor suspended 
previously in his 390-game NHL career. 

Matthews will forfeit US$116,402.05. The money will go to the players’ 
emergency assistance fund. 

Matthews’ quest for 50 goals won’t be resumed until Saturday, when the 
Leafs visit the Nashville Predators. Matthews has 45 goals, two shy of 
tying his career high for one season. 

The Leafs, who had Monday off, play at home against Dallas on Tuesday 
and Carolina on Thursday. 

After the game on Sunday, both Matthews and Dahlin were asked about 
the incident. 

Matthews acknowledged he had not watched a replay before talking to 
media. 

“It’s battling in front of the net,” Matthews said. “I felt like I kind of rode up 
his shoulder and his shoulder pad rolled up a little bit. That’s hockey, it’s 
competitive out there, guys are physical and trying to compete.” 

Dahlin said he was “fine” during his post-game availability. 

“It’s hockey,” Dahlin said. “You know, things happen out there, it goes 
fast. It was intense. I’m just happy we won. I’m not too worried about that 
stuff.” 
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Should the Maple Leafs trade Nick Robertson? Breaking down the pros 
and cons 

 

By Joshua Kloke Mar 15, 2022 

 

Though Nick Robertson had only played seven games for the Toronto 
Marlies after spending over three months out of the lineup with a non-
displaced fracture of his right fibula, the Maple Leafs still weren’t afraid to 
throw a midseason curveball and recall him on Feb. 25. 

“It will just be a matter of time until he forces our hand,” Leafs GM Kyle 
Dubas said of Robertson on Feb. 20. 

It’s not as if Robertson, the energetic, goal-scoring winger, didn’t warrant 
a call-up. It simply felt like the safer option was to leave the 20-year-old 
out of the spotlight and in the AHL to get plenty of reps after multiple 
injuries in his young career. 

But Robertson, one of the Leafs’ top prospects, finds himself right back 
into the spotlight. In seven NHL games he’s moved from the fourth line to 
playing alongside John Tavares and William Nylander. He has scored 
one goal and has seen time on the second power-play unit. 

Now, you could argue that his call-up could be an audition not just for the 
Leafs, but for any NHL team interested in acquiring his services in a 
trade. And that raises an inevitable question: With the Leafs intent on 
competing for a Stanley Cup this season, does it make sense to ship out 
Robertson in the hopes of landing a bigger fish right now? Or has 
Robertson’s continued growth made him the kind of player to keep: A 
cheap option the Leafs will need for the next few seasons? 

With the trade deadline less than a week away and Robertson possibly 
getting back into the Leafs lineup against his brother, Jason, and the 
Dallas Stars on Tuesday evening, let’s explore the arguments for and 
against trading him in detail. 

The arguments for trading Nick Robertson 

Will he be part of the Leafs’ top-nine next season? 

Even though there could be an open spot on the wing with Ilya 
Mikheyev’s possible departure in free agency, it’s fair to wonder if 
Robertson would be a lock to be in the team’s top-nine next season at 21 
years old. His goal-scoring ability might make him an option to play 
alongside talented puck-movers, but after multiple stops and starts in his 
young career, the best course of action for a young, developing player 
like him might be to ease him along in a fourth-line role with power-play 
time. 

Robertson has averaged 9:58 of ice time through seven games this 
season. If the Leafs see him as a player who can play 10 minutes per 
game for an entire season, would it not make more sense to move him 
now in the hopes of landing a player who could play in their top-six next 
season? 

Robertson has shown he can stay afloat in the NHL, albeit in limited 
doses, and has two more seasons after this one on his entry-level 
contract. But if his prime is not going to come within the Leafs’ window to 
contend, which right now feels like it goes until 2024 and the end of 
Auston Matthews’ current contract, then does trading him now make a 
little more sense? 

Getting immediate help  

The list of Leafs prospects who could warrant a decent return is a short 
one: Rodion Amirov almost certainly wouldn’t, and shouldn’t, be moved 
after his brain tumour diagnosis. It feels unadvisable to deal Topi 
Niemela, given his rapid ascent as a right-shot defenceman, a position 
that’s continually difficult for the Leafs to fill. Ditto for Matthew Knies, 
because 6-foot-3 wingers with slick hands don’t grow on trees. Nick 
Abruzzese and Roni Hirvonen have value, but aren’t high-end prospects. 

That leaves us at Robertson. 

If Dubas is going to move arguably his top prospect, you have to believe 
it will be done to land an impact player who could help the Leafs win a 
Stanley Cup in 2022. This feels like the strongest argument for trading 
him: The Leafs are in win-now mode, even if their recent results suggest 
otherwise. If Dubas can make his team better right now, and give a team 
with the best player in the NHL an increased chance to win this season, 
with Robertson going the other way, doesn’t it make sense to do that? 

The caveat worth mentioning here is that Dubas’ record at the trade 
deadline isn’t exactly sterling. The heavy price he paid for Nick Foligno, 
who ended up being a massive disappointment, stands out. Dubas will 
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be under pressure to make sure that any trade for Robertson will be 
worth it. 

(Possible) frustration?  

This is admittedly reading between the lines, but it’s hard not to look at 
some of Robertson’s comments in a recent interview with The Athletic 
and sense at least a little frustration at not getting more of an opportunity 
in the NHL. 

“Sometimes teams get a lot of players, and sometimes you don’t get an 
opportunity you want and sometimes there’s another team in the NHL 
that will give their young guys an opportunity,” Robertson said. 

He added that he barely communicated with Dubas throughout a lengthy 
injury recovery. And on the possibility of being traded, he said: “I keep it 
real with myself … If that’s their direction, then that’s their direction.” 

Now, Robertson has always been remarkably blunt with the media, so 
being forthcoming isn’t out of the ordinary. He’s got confidence for days. 
It’s part of what makes him a compelling figure and has allowed him to 
compete in the NHL at a young age. 

But if there is indeed any lingering frustration, it could make a trade 
easier to push through on Dubas’ part. 

I’m again reading between the lines here, but when Robertson was called 
up, Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe seemed to imply it was done with 
an eye toward the future. 

“It’s probably less to do, frankly, with what’s happened since he’s come 
back from his injury but more so our belief in the player and his skill set,” 
Keefe said on Feb. 25 of the call-up. “He’s played for us before, and he’s 
played well here before, so there’s as an opportunity there.” 

Injury risk 

Though Robertson refuses to believe an “injury prone” label should be 
tagged to the back of his sweater, his recent injury history should, at the 
very least, raise an eyebrow or two within the organization: He’s suffered 
a groin injury, a knee injury and a concussion in his time with the Leafs. 
Even if some of his recent injuries were fluky and unavoidable, his style 
of play still seems to lend itself to contact and therefore, injuries. 

Full credit goes to Robertson for playing far bigger than his 5-foot-10, 
177-pound frame. And he’s moving the puck more too, looking to have 
adopted the “spider mentality” that Leafs senior director of player 
development Hayley Wickenheiser wanted from him. Perhaps if this 
continues, and he tries to let the game come to him instead of charging 
for every puck at warp speed, he’ll stay injury-free. But for now, it feels 
fair to wonder just how much the injuries he’s sustained have taken a toll 
on his body. 

The arguments against trading Nick Robertson 

A cheap, fourth-line jolt 

Being up against the salary cap, any player the Leafs acquire at the 
deadline will have to come cheap, which could mean salary being 
retained by another team (and the Leafs losing another draft pick) or the 
player themself having a low cap hit. Keeping Robertson and his 
$796,667 cap hit in the lineup right now accomplishes the latter. He 
would be an upgrade to a fourth line that has struggled as of late, and 
keeping him could allow Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds to get 
some rest in ahead of the playoffs while still bringing some scoring 
punch. 

“The key for us is for him to continue to build momentum,” said Dubas of 
Robertson. 

Return on investment 

What’s the point of investing heavily in skills and development coaches, 
as the Leafs have done, if not to bring recent draft picks like Robertson 
along? Shouldn’t the goal with continued development sessions be to 

turn young players into long-term contributors to the lineup, instead of 
being flipped for veterans on a layover stop in Toronto? 

Those aforementioned coaches have put in plenty of time to try and turn 
Robertson into more than just a shot threat from inside the blue line. 
Should the Leafs organization not reap any rewards that come from the 
time spent developing prospects? The argument that they’re developing 
Robertson to become a more valuable trade asset isn’t lost here, and 
that could very well be a route the Leafs are comfortable taking. 

But Robertson has been on the verge of making an impact with the Leafs 
for some time now. Selling him off at a time when he appears to be 
getting on the right track and staying injury-free feels hasty. 

Dubas was complimentary of Robertson’s development in that 
aforementioned availability, calling his play in five Marlies games since 
returning from injury “outstanding.” 

“We are very, very happy with him,” said Dubas, adding that his recent 
play is “… probably the best I have seen him play at that level. He is only 
20 years old. Sometimes, that gets forgotten because of the strange way 
his development has gone.” 

PP2 upgrade 

Robertson’s shot is one of the most potent on this Leafs team outside of 
Matthews. His shot alone makes him deserving of a spot on one of the 
flanks on the Leafs’ second power-play units over Mikheyev. Keeping 
him for the rest of the season could help a Leafs power play that is only 
firing at an 18.5 percent clip over the last month. 

Top-six potential 

We still don’t know what kind of player Robertson will be, but right now, 
he’s still the Leafs prospect most ready to make an NHL impact. It 
doesn’t feel unreasonable to expect Robertson to eventually become a 
second-line winger who is a regular on the power play and, given his 
tenaciousness on the puck, could be coached into a penalty-killing role 
like the Leafs did with Mitch Marner. Dubas mentioned Robertson’s 
future on the penalty kill twice in a February availability. 

Robertson appears to be implementing his vision more and more and 
you can see more of an eagerness to find his linemates in the NHL with 
short, creative passes instead of just ripping a shot off every time he gets 
an inch of ice. Given how young he is and the NHL experience he 
already has on his resume, moving him without a clear idea of what he 
could become as a player feels like it might come back to bite the Leafs. 

Lack of prospects ready to contribute 

We don’t know what Amirov’s future in professional hockey looks like, 
though personally I wish the player nothing but good health moving 
forward. Knies is still in need of more development to round out his game 
and feels at least a year away from playing for the Leafs. Alex Steeves 
has had an impressive rookie AHL season and Joey Anderson continues 
to develop into a versatile piece, but it’s worth wondering if either are 
ready for a place in the lineup for more than call-ups here and there. 

All of which is to say that trading Robertson right now means there might 
not be any reasonably-priced winger prospects who could make the jump 
to a regular lineup spot next season. The Leafs have just five wingers 
signed for next season (I’m not counting Kyle Clifford in that group) 
meaning that if Robertson gets dealt, that’s one more spot the Leafs 
could have to fill via free agency and perhaps overpay on. 

Final verdict 

Ultimately, the strongest argument for trading Robertson probably 
depends on the player Dubas can get in return for Robertson in a trade. 
A top-four defender with a bit of term on his deal, and one who could be 
re-signed? That’s a deal Dubas would have to make. 

But otherwise, flipping Robertson for a rental player right now feels a bit 
rash, at least when considering the many reasons listed above. The 
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possibility of Robertson growing into a long-term piece of the Leafs core 
remains very real. 
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What a mismatched hat and jersey mean for the Leafs’ Nick Robertson, 
Stars’ Jason Robertson 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Mar 14, 2022  

 

If all goes according to plan, Mercedes Robertson will leave a trail of 
confused fans in her wake as she walks to her seat at Scotiabank Arena. 
It has happened before, in different rinks, in a different time, but it was all 
for the same cause: Mom has to be neutral. 

With two boys in hockey, Robertson adopted a compromise for whenever 
the scheduling gods deigned they should meet on the ice. She would 
wear the jersey of the home team, but with a baseball hat of the visiting 
team, thus safely representing both sides of the sibling rivalry. 

It has worked for her children, but not always for passersby in a crowd, 
who have asked: “Oh, you can’t make up your mind about which team?” 

“I don’t stop and explain,” said Robertson. “I just chuckle that, yes, there 
is a reason to this madness.” 

She had a rush order on an embroidered Dallas Stars cap last week — 
featuring the number of her son Jason — before a planned trip to 
Toronto. The Stars visit the Maple Leafs on Tuesday, which is where her 
youngest son, Nick, has been working his way onto the roster. 

It would be the first time the brothers have appeared together in an NHL 
game. And after two years of pandemic-related border restrictions, it 
would also be the first time Mercedes and her husband, Hugh, have been 
in the arena to see Nick play in a Leafs jersey. 

Jason has been ascendent, with 30 goals in 49 games with Dallas, 
including back-to-back games with a hat trick earlier this month. Nick 
broke his right leg in October and has been living on the periphery of the 
Leafs roster, scratched from the Heritage Classic on Sunday, with an 
uncertain status for Tuesday. 

“We’re not tying their skates or helping them make sure their jersey’s in 
the bag,” said Mercedes. “But we’re still trying to just be positive with 
them and help them go through the ups and downs of their young 
careers.” 

Many more voices planned to join them. Nick and Jason were raised in 
Los Angeles, but played junior hockey in Ontario, and billet families and 
friends had plans to converge on Toronto. They would drive in from 
Kingston and Peterborough and the Niagara region, as well as Detroit. 

Hugh and Mercedes have been fielding offers to meet for dinner before 
the game. For Hugh, a meeting between Jason and Nick would also 
serve as a timely gift, as he celebrates his 65th birthday this week. 

“To me, it’s the two boys playing floorball in the garage,” said Hugh. “It’s, 
‘Come on out dad — watch us play.’” 

He stopped to clarify: That conversation actually happened last summer. 

Hugh laughed, saying he told his sons: “For crying out loud: You guys 
are in the NHL, and you still want me to come and watch you play 
floorball in the garage?” 

It was not a complaint. 

“I hope that 15 years from now, they’re both still playing,” he said. “I hope 
I have the same feelings about it, and I hope they have the same feelings 

about it. No matter what the circumstances, I don’t ever want them to 
change that.” 

The realities of geography forced Hugh and Mercedes to chart an 
unusual path for their sons as the love of hockey took root. To combat 
the infamous Los Angeles traffic gridlock, the family bought an RV just for 
hockey practices, with Mercedes picking the kids up from school — Nick 
and Jason are two of five kids in the family — and then planting it in the 
arena parking lot. 

It became a minor hockey mobile command unit. There was a rotation of 
children practising, eating and doing their homework. The vehicle would 
become a symbol of young lives spent on the move. 

Hockey would take the family to Michigan. Jason and Nick would move to 
Toronto, where they played in the Greater Toronto Hockey League. 
Jason graduated into the Ontario Hockey League first, with the Kingston 
Frontenacs. The Peterborough Petes drafted Nick when he was eligible, 
a few years later. 

“Nick always wanted to do his best — to show up his bigger brother,” 
said Petes general manager Mike Oke. “On the other end, I’m quite 
certain that Jason always wanted to make sure he brought his best, 
especially in games against Nick, to show that he was the older brother.” 

Nick was only a few weeks into his rookie season with the Petes when he 
met Jason for the first time in the OHL. It was in the middle of October, 
inside the Peterborough Memorial Centre, and Mercedes and Hugh were 
both in the building. 

Kingston took a 1-0 lead late in the first period, but Peterborough pulled 
level in the second, with Nick earning an assist on the goal. Petes coach 
Jody Hull kept Robertson on a short leash during those early days of his 
OHL career — a turnover, for example, could lead to an extended stay 
on the bench — but he gave the rookie time on the power-play in the 
third period. 

Nick scored. It was the first goal of his career in junior hockey, and it 
would stand as the winner. The younger brother beat his older sibling. 
(Friends from Michigan made the drive up for the game: They gave Nick 
a chocolate bar and a hazelnut spread that he loved; Jason got Twix bars 
and a special care package for the bus ride.) 

“He was honestly the most dedicated, hard-working kid I’ve ever seen in 
my life,” said Petes skills coach Mike Duco. “I’ve never seen anybody on 
that level of commitment to their craft — at getting better, at recovery, at 
video, at the skill side of things.” 

Hull would routinely have to prod Robertson to get off the ice after 
practice. (During one road trip in Windsor, Hull had to yell after practice. 
The bus was already being loaded in the parking lot.) 

“It was non-stop,” said Duco. “If I gave him one more rep, I was doing 10 
more reps. He was always like that. As long as he could stay on the ice, 
he would be out there.” 

Andrew Verner is associate coach with the Petes and served as interim 
head coach after Hull was fired during Robertson’s rookie season. Over 
the years, former players have returned to Peterborough to say hello and 
update their old coaches on their lives, and their new career paths. 

“A guy like Nick is so single-minded,” said Verner. “You knew that he 
wouldn’t be, two years down the road, coming to visit you doing 
something else. He was going to be playing hockey.” 

Nick Robertson made his NHL debut with the Leafs during the NHL’s first 
pandemic playoff season, in 2020, and scored in Game 3 of Toronto’s 
qualifying-round series against Columbus. He broke his right leg earlier 
this season but made it back to the NHL roster last month. 

“When he has that kind of a speed bump, if you will, it’s hard for him to 
slow down,” said Mercedes. “He is used to — and expects himself — to 
have a certain speed.” 
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Her youngest son scored the first regular-season goal of his career 
earlier this month. His older brother Jason sits among the league’s top 
scorers. The plan is for both brothers to be represented in the stands 
Tuesday night, both in the friendships they have made on the way to the 
NHL, and in the wardrobe choices made by one of the most important 
people in the building. 

“It’s kind of like waves,” said Mercedes. “Right now, Jason’s riding on a 
wave. But they’re waves. You try to help them manage through it and 
push through it.” 
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Capitals’ Lars Eller tests positive for coronavirus, is in isolation in 
Vancouver 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Washington Capitals center Lars Eller tested positive for the coronavirus 
and is in isolation in Vancouver. The positive test popped up during 
routine cross-border testing after the Capitals’ three-game road trip 
through western Canada, and he was added to the NHL’s coronavirus 
protocols list Monday. 

Please answer some questions in this short survey about professional 
soccer and the 2022 Men's FIFA World Cup. 

It was unclear as of Monday afternoon how long Eller must isolate before 
he can return to the United States. Eller scored the game-winner in the 
Capitals’ 4-3 overtime victory over the Vancouver Canucks on Friday 
night to cap a 2-0-1 road trip. The Capitals host the New York Islanders 
on Tuesday night at Capital One Arena. 

This is Eller’s second stint on the coronavirus list this season. He missed 
six games after he tested positive in November. Eller had traveled with 
Washington for the team’s four-game West Coast trip, but a positive test 
kept him isolated in Anaheim, Calif., for 10 days. 

Rookie Connor McMichael filled in as the Capitals’ third-line center at 
practice Monday, skating with Tom Wilson and Daniel Sprong. 
McMichael impressed in Friday’s win, playing one of his best games in 
weeks. He drove the pace of play, created opportunities and finished with 
six shots. But he hasn’t scored since Feb. 10. He has seven goals and 
eight assists in 55 games. 

Perspective: Alex Ovechkin and Jaromir Jagr, companions in hockey 
history, are forever linked in D.C. 

“When he is playing his game, you can tell he is a special, special 
player,” Wilson said. “We played one game together and had a bunch of 
good looks. I was joking on him, he had three or four good looks, [and] 
I’m like, 'You got to score one — like let’s go.’ We got a fun relationship. 
He’s a good kid.” 

Sprong has been a healthy scratch in eight of the Capitals’ past nine 
games. His only appearance in that stretch was March 3 against Carolina 
when forwards Carl Hagelin and Joe Snively were injured. Instead of 
calling a forward up from Hershey of the American Hockey League for 
that game, Washington brought Sprong back into the lineup and had 
Anthony Mantha play his first game since shoulder surgery. 

Sprong has eight goals and five assists in 43 games. His most recent 
goal came Feb. 1 at Pittsburgh. Sprong, who turns 25 on Thursday, is in 
the final year of a two-year, $1.45 million contract and is set to be a 
restricted free agent in the offseason. 

It was unclear whether Washington would recall another forward from 
Hershey before Tuesday’s game. 

Pursuit of 767 

Alex Ovechkin will try to make history again Tuesday night. The Capitals 
captain remains tied with Jaromir Jagr for third on the NHL’s all-time 
goals list with 766. Ovechkin tied Jagr by scoring two goals last Tuesday 
at Calgary. He has 14 shots but no goals over his past two games. 

“It’s in his blood; it’s in his nature,” Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said 
Monday. 

Ovechkin nearly took sole possession of third place Friday in Vancouver, 
but he couldn’t connect despite multiple opportunities. Center Evgeny 
Kuznetsov denied Ovechkin’s best attempt at No. 767: Ovechkin’s one-
timer clanged off the post and hit Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko’s 
left leg before the puck slid toward the goal line. Kuznetsov reached for 
the puck, knocking it over the line. 

“I just saw the puck there,” Kuznetsov said. “I wasn’t sure. Even when I 
touched the puck, I wasn’t sure who scored it. So he’ll score next game 
for sure.” 
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Capitals without Eller due to positive coronavirus test 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

The Capitals were without third-line center Lars Eller at practice Monday 
due to a positive COVID test, his second of the season, ahead of their 
game against the Islanders on Tuesday.  

Eller tested positive as the team returned from Vancouver after their west 
coast swing. It is unclear when he will return to the Capitals, which play 
Tuesday at home and travel to Columbus and Carolina on Thursday and 
Friday.  

“Just when you think it’s in the rearview mirror,” coach Peter Laviolette 
said. “But it happened, we still follow the rules and the protocols and 
things that are in place for our team.” 

This quarantine period for Eller will be the second time he’s been stuck 
on the west coast after a positive test. In November, with the team in 
Anaheim, he tested positive and was forced to quarantine in California 
before returning to the D.C. area.  

Eller has nine goals and 14 assists in 53 games this season, including 
the game-winning goal Friday in overtime against the Canucks.  

“It’s a good thing he had the game-winner so his mental state is a little bit 
better staying in the hotel,” Tom Wilson joked.  

Absent Eller, the team skated a third line of Daniel Sprong, Connor 
McMichael and Wilson at practice. While Laviolette said they’ll have 
upcoming conversations about whether or not to bring up a 13th forward 
for Tuesday’s game against the Islanders or for the road trip, McMichael 
played at center during practice. 

“Talking about confidence, when he’s playing his game, you can tell he’s 
a special player,” Wilson said. “We’ve played one game together and had 
a bunch of good looks. I was joking to him, he had three or four good 
looks and I’m like, ‘You gotta score one!’ We’ve got a fun relationship, 
he’s a good kid, so just trying to help him out. He compliments the line 
well, he’s smart, he gets into good areas to score and to help his 
linemates.” 

With the deadline a week away and Eller still in Canada, it could make for 
a big week of roster moves for a Capitals team looking to make final 
additions before the playoffs begin in six weeks. 
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Rangers’ grind-it-out approach leading to more consistency 

 

By Ethan Sears 

 

In the past two seasons, the Rangers had often been in the same 
situation they were in heading into Saturday. Losers of two in a row, 
trying to stop it from being three in a row, needing to prevent a slide 
before it began in earnest. 

It’s different now, in that the Rangers aren’t fighting for a playoff position. 
No matter how guarded they want to be, that is as safe as can be at this 
point of the season. But for all the attention paid to the changes made 
during the offseason, particularly near the bottom of the lineup and 
behind the bench, this is largely the same group of players that came up 
short in 2021 and was swept out of the qualifying round in 2020. 

No longer do the Rangers let things spiral. Perhaps that is in part to the 
changes that have been made. Those who have been with the team for 
the duration are seeing a different mentality, a different confidence in this 
year’s group. 

“We can control how hard we work,” Adam Fox said. “I think that’s one of 
those things, maybe when you’re not feeling it with the puck, trying to do 
something else to be effective. Once you get that confidence back with 
the puck or be able to make plays, I think that’s when you can let it 
show.” 

The Rangers put forth two of their worst performances of the season last 
week, dropping consecutive games in Minnesota and St. Louis. A 
different team might have folded after falling down 2-0 in Dallas on 
Saturday. Not this one. 

“Sometimes you have to lose and you have to say a little bit, look at what 
you did wrong,” Filip Chytil said. 

The Rangers had their moments the past two seasons, Chytil said. But 
they struggled to find consistency, and both times, ultimately failed to 
keep the train on the tracks. 

“Nobody likes losing, but it’s nice to say, you have to put in the work to 
get winning,” Chytil said. “Winning is not what you get, just like that. You 
have to put in work, you have to grind to that. That’s what we’re doing 
this year.” 

Whether that was meant in contrast to the Rangers of years past, Chytil 
was mum. It is, on its face, though, stark. 

“This year, how I said, we are more consistent,” Chytil said. “We’re just 
putting in more work on the ice. That’s why we’re winning.” 

Gerard Gallant has no point of comparison to where the Rangers were a 
year ago, the Rangers coach can only talk about what he sees now. But 
the Blueshirts have gone all year without a three-game losing streak. It’s 
hard not to like his team’s mental fortitude. 

“I think they were really disappointed in the performance we put forward 
in the two games prior to [Saturday],” Gallant said. “[It was a] must-win 
meaning that type of must-win. Not in the standings or nothing like that, 
but must-win because we didn’t play real good hockey in those games 
and we didn’t play the way we have to do to keep moving forward.” 

His assessment now? 

“I’ll take last game just the way it was. If our players play that way and 
compete that way, we’ll win a lot of hockey games.” 
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Led by versatile Filip Chytil, bottom six buoying Rangers 

 

By Ethan Sears 

 

More than once on Monday, Filip Chytil stressed that he is not choosing 
the lineup and has no say over who he’s playing with every night.  

Whether he would rather have some consistency than a rotating cast of 
players alongside him, then, is left open to interpretation. But Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant has been making use of the forward’s versatility 
lately. In the past three games, Chytil has played with Barclay Goodrow 
and Julien Gauthier, Jonny Brodzinski and Goodrow, then Tim Gettinger 
and Gauthier with strong results.  

“I’m happy with my minutes I’ve played the last couple games,” said 
Chytil on Monday. “Try to play my game and also play a little more 
physical than the last game. That was a big game for all of us and we 
have to keep playing like this.”  

The 7-4 bounce-back win over Dallas on Saturday, minus the first five 
minutes, had all the makings of the kind of game the Rangers want to 
play every night. Contributions from Chytil, and the rest of the bottom six, 
being very much a part of that list.  

“His experience is real good for our team,” Gallant said. “I’ve had him 
before in Florida. I know the player and I know the character of him. I 
know the guys in the locker room love this guy, so he’s a real key guy for 
us.”  

Without Kevin Rooney and Kaapo Kakko, the Rangers have needed their 
depth and Saturday’s win in particular showcased how the supporting 
cast can step up. Now it’s about keeping things rolling with the team back 
at home, starting with Tuesday’s game against the Ducks.  

“Jonny Brodzinski went in there and played some real good hockey for us 
and killed some penalties,” Gallant said. “That gives the other guys some 
opportunities, and the closer we are to getting back some people, it’s 
good for our club.”  

Rooney and Kakko are still week-to-week, with no plans to begin skating 
this week, according to Gallant.  

Adam Fox said he is good friends with Anaheim forward Sonny Milano, a 
Massapequa native.  

Goodrow took a maintenance day on Monday and did not skate. 

New York Post LOADED: 03.15.2022 

1238455 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers are in good place right now but still have long way to go 

 

Neil Best 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — The Rangers have 23 games and 6 ½ weeks 
remaining before the games that really matter. 

The good news for them and their fans is that barring a cataclysm, their 
status as a playoff qualifier will not be in question during that stretch. 

The bad news is that, well, they have 23 games and 6 ½ weeks 
remaining, starting with four in six days this week. 
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To borrow a phrase traditionally associated with summer and baseball, 
these are the dog days. And just as is the case in mid-August, one’s 
focus can tend to wander. 

For the Rangers, the short-term fix was a 7-4 victory over the Stars on 
Saturday that avoided their first three-game losing streak since early 
November. But the grind continues against the Ducks on Tuesday. 

"I think it’s easy to see your spot in the standings and get a little relaxed," 
defenseman Adam Fox, who grew up in Jericho, said after practice on 
Monday. "But we want to be playing our best hockey going into the 
playoffs. I don’t think we want to just be going there and be struggling. 

"Obviously, it is a long season, but there’s not too many games left that 
we’re playing. I think once you get close toward the end, you get a 
second wind a little bit, it seems. You have some energy. So I think it’s 
exciting. I think we’re happy with where we are but also want to be 
playing some good hockey around this time." 

The Rangers are 37-17-5 and in third place in the Metropolitan Division. 
They are 16 points ahead of the Blue Jackets, the team that currently is 
the first team out of the playoffs. 

Coach Gerard Gallant said being a playoff near-lock "changes nothing for 
me" in his approach. 

"Standing doesn’t change the way we’re going to look at things," he said. 
"We just keep playing our game and try to get a win [Tuesday] night." 

What happened in Dallas on Saturday might bode well for the playoffs, 
when even short losing streaks mean elimination. 

After back-to-back duds against the Wild and Blues and then an early 2-0 
deficit against the Stars, the Rangers awoke for four first-period goals of 
their own. 

Dryden Hunt later called it a "must-win," not in the standings, but for the 
Rangers’ emotional well-being. On Monday, his coach and teammates 
backed up that sentiment. 

Gallant acknowledged that a three-game losing streak would have meant 
feeling pressure to get things right this week. Now the Rangers can just 
get back to work, and back to the grind, with a fresh start. 

Filip Chytil said that is the sort of thing that separates not-quite-good-
enough teams such as the Rangers of the previous two seasons with the 
Rangers of 2021-22. "This year we are more consistent," he said. 

The trick is maintaining that now and remembering it in May. 

Notes & quotes: Barclay Goodrow skipped practice for what the Rangers 
called a maintenance day . . . Gallant said neither Kaapo Kakko nor 
Kevin Rooney will return from injury this week. 
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Deadline week arrives, questions for the Rangers and Canucks, good 
times for the Sabres and Coyotes, and more 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

This is usually the spot where I do a long lead-in to the column, focusing 
on the league’s biggest stories. Most of you skip that part and go right to 
the rankings so you can get super mad that your 16th place team isn’t in 
the top five. 

It’s cool, we all know what we signed up for. 

But there’s really no need for any of that this week because we know 
what the big story is: The trade deadline, which is officially one week 

away. It’s been quiet so far, without a single trade since way back on 
March 2. It could stay that way, with Hockey Night in Canada suggesting 
that some of the bigger names might stay put and Pierre mostly backing 
that up. Lots of GMs are putting out the word that the market is slow, 
which they always do at this time of year. 

other sports have leaks that presage major excitement and hockey has 
rumours that it might be too difficult to trade Joonas Donskoi at this time 
https://t.co/LzHGymUIl8 

— Acting the Fulemin (@ATFulemin) March 10, 2022 

On the other hand, I just wrote about the lack of trades, which usually 
means that a dozen of them will happen between now and when I hit 
“send” on this post. Let’s see how much the hockey gods hate me these 
days. 

There was plenty of interesting action on the ice this weekend, including 
some head-to-head matchups between legitimate contenders and an 
outdoor game in Hamilton. If you missed the Heritage Classic, it saw the 
Sabres beat the Leafs in a 5-2 game that had some nice offensive 
creativity, a decent bit of intensity, and the mandatory awful Petr Mrazek 
goal. You can’t ask for much more from a showcase game. 

Yesterday also featured Mikko Koivu’s jersey retirement — you can see 
the whole ceremony here — and it was very cool that the Wild invited 
their only other retired number honoree to attend the event. Also, the 
Golden Knights might miss the playoffs and I am completely confused. 
Give me a week to think that one through and I’ll get back to you. 

Beyond that, there’s not much point treating this as a normal week, so 
let’s skip most of the preamble and get straight into the rankings, which 
feature most of the teams that you’d expect to be making the big moves. 
Or standing pat and making excuses. See that hockey gods? I’m 
practically daring you to drop a blockbuster first thing Monday morning. 

Do your worst. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

What do you even do against Connor McDavid? If Victor Hedman can’t 
even choose the wrong moment to blink against this guy, what chance do 
the mere mortals have? 

That Oilers win on Saturday was a fun one, with lots of star power and 
even a little bad blood. And speaking of the Lightning … 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (38-15-6, +31 true goals differential*) — I haven’t 
had the Lightning this low since the first week of December. This week 
isn’t so much about overreacting to a three-game losing streak, although 
that’s part of it. It’s just that the Flames have pushed their way past them, 
capped off with last week’s 4-1 win. 

We’ll get to the Flames in a second, but let’s look at that Lightning streak. 
A big part of it is that Andrei Vasilevskiy has cooled off, posting a save 
percentage under .900 in four straight before a standout performance last 
night. Goaltending is actually not a bad problem to have for a team like 
the Lightning, since you know Vasilevskiy will be back in top form soon. 
Beyond that, Joe goes into the fact and fiction of what’s actually 
happening. 

In terms of the Atlantic, the Lightning have lost some decent ground to 
the Panthers in the race for the top spot. But with the Maple Leafs’ 
goaltending in shambles, you could make the case that Tampa’s playoff 
path looks easier now than it did a few weeks ago. There’s no need to 
panic here, especially for a team that’s lived through the ups and downs 
of two titles. But they are wobbling right now. 

4. Calgary Flames (36-16-7, +59) — They seemed to run out of gas last 
night, dropping a disappointing 3-0 final to the Avalanche in what could 
have been a statement game. Still, it was just their fourth loss in their last 
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20, a stretch that’s included wins over the Knights, Leafs, Lightning, Wild 
(twice) and yes, the Avs. I wasn’t sure how high to rank them if they beat 
Colorado, and now I don’t have to worry about it. But they still deserve a 
promotion past Tampa Bay. 

The #Flames last 9 days (4-2-0): 

– 4-3 OT win over COL on Saturday, travel to Calgary after a late game 

– 3-1 win over EDM on Monday 

– 5-4 loss to WSH on Tuesday 

– 4-1 win over TBL on Thursday 

– 3-0 win over DET on Saturday, travel to Denver 

– 3-0 loss to COL, travel home 

— Torie Peterson (@ToriePeterson) March 14, 2022 

3. Florida Panthers (40-13-6, +74) — Jonathan Huberdeau: Hart Trophy 
favorite or nah? 

That’s been the debate this week, with a four-point night against the 
Flyers moving Huberdeau firmly into the running for a scoring title. That’s 
usually enough to get you onto a majority of Hart ballots, even if you’re 
not much of a defensive presence, which Huberdeau certainly isn’t. Dom 
and Shay look past the points and come to the conclusion that 
Huberdeau may not even be the MVP of his own team. He didn’t help his 
case last night, taking the penalty that led to the Kings’ comeback. 

Whichever side of the debate you fall on, I think we can all agree that the 
far more important news is that Huberdeau is going to break the assists 
record for left-wingers, just like we told you someone would. It could even 
happen this week. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (41-13-5, +58) —  They posted an impressive (if 
controversial) win over the Avalanche and had won five straight before 
dropping yesterday’s meeting with the Penguins, but the big news of the 
week was the Jesperi Kotkanemi extension. It’s for a reported eight years 
at an AAV around $5 million — we don’t know for sure because it can’t 
be officially signed until after the deadline — and people have opinions. 
Some see a former No. 3 pick in his fourth full season who’s yet to 
manage even a half-point-per-game season but who keeps getting 
overrated and overpaid based on expectations he never meets. Others 
see a kid who’s still just 21 and is playing out of position on a stacked 
team, but who has the potential to see this deal turn into an enormous 
bargain through his prime years. 

There’s an obvious risk here, even as most of us have learned not to bet 
against the Hurricanes front office. Sara figures the deal is about right; 
your local Habs fan may have a different opinion. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (42-13-5, +61) — I think we’ve officially seen a 
slump here. We’re not bumping them out of the top spot like some other 
rankings we could mention, but we’ll acknowledge that they seem a little 
less invincible than they did a week ago. Losses to the Devils, Hurricanes 
have put a dent in the old points percentage, temporarily dropping them 
down to second before a nice rebound win over the Flames last night. 

More importantly than the standings, they’ve lost Gabriel Landeskog and 
Samuel Girard to long-term injuries. Neither is expected to be any danger 
of missing the postseason, and the Avs are pretty much locked into the 
top spot in the Central, so maybe being short-handed for a few weeks 
isn’t a big deal. It could also mean some extra flexibility for the deadline, 
so let’s see how this plays out. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers —  We spent a lot of the season’s first 
half arguing about the Rangers, with a lot of you wanting to see them in 
the top five and me pushing back that I didn’t quite trust them yet. I feel 
like hesitancy has held up reasonably well; the Rangers never faded like 
some expected, but they seem to have settled into a comfortable spot in 
the six-to-10 range. A good team, maybe even a great one at times, not 
quite in the elite tier. 

That leads to the question of whether that’s good enough for now, or if 
there’s anything the team could do at the deadline to make a push for 
that top group. There’s a case to be made that they shouldn’t bother — 
this is a young team, the core is locked in, and just getting some playoff 
experience would be a win. The future is bright, and there’s no need to 
sacrifice any of it by getting impatient with the process. 

I’d be careful to think this is their year to go all in. Every D is 28y and 
under. So young. Goalie has erased so much, it seems to risky this 
deadline https://t.co/HigYFdcrJj 

— Ray Ferraro (@rayferrarotsn) March 13, 2022 

The counter to that would be Igor Shesterkin, who’s having one of the 
best goaltending seasons we’ve seen in the cap era. He’s only 26, and 
it’s fair to assume he’ll be a star in this league for the next decade, but 
you never really know with goalies. It’s possible this is his career year, 
right now, and maybe you want to take your big swing while you can. 

If there’s a temptation to push a few chips into the middle, a rough week 
may have lessened it, as the Rangers got smoked by both the Wild and 
the Blues. The St. Louis game was a weird one, with the team playing 
well enough to win but Shesterkin playing poorly, but that will happen to 
the best of them so maybe you write it off. On Saturday, Shesterkin had 
another iffy game, but this time the offense was there to pick him up in a 
7-4 win. 

It’s all led to some murmurs about the team being too soft, which sounds 
a lot like what they were worried about last summer. There are always 
guys available at the deadline who can bang and crash, and some of 
them don’t even cost that much. Still, the Rangers have a ton of skill, and 
you’d hate to diminish that by trying to force a lunchpail identity that 
doesn’t fit. It’s a balancing act. 

If you’re Chris Drury, you probably want to make move without feeling 
like you have to. The Rangers have been mentioned as a Mark Giordano 
destination, J.T. Miller’s name comes up from time to time, and there’s 
still a chance that they decide to move Alexandar Georgiev in a bigger 
move for someone that will actually see the ice in the playoffs. Drury has 
options, but no glaring holes to fill. All told, that’s not a bad place for a 
rookie GM to be. 

This week serves us the Ducks and Islanders at home before weekend 
visits to Tampa and Carolina. Those may be the two games that tip the 
scales for Drury, as he gets to see how his team does on the road 
against two of the league’s best teams. Two wins in those games 
wouldn’t vault them to the top five, but it might inspire their GM to try to 
get them there. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

A very rough scene in Ottawa on Saturday as Chicago’s Connor Murphy 
was stretchered off after an awkward hit. Murphy has a history of 
concussions, but the news after the game was mostly positive. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (20-32-8, -51) — It’s not often that a team with a 
decade-long playoff drought that’s headed toward yet another season 
near the basement can have what you’d describe as a fun week, but here 
we are. The Sabres got to show some personality in the lead-up to 
yesterday’s outdoor game, and it all ended in a convincing win. 

Let's get sweaty. Let's get real sweaty. #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/sUlS2fnMPS 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) March 13, 2022 

But the real highlight to the week was the return of Jack Eichel, a game 
the Sabres won with help from goals by both Alex Tuch and Peyton 
Krebs. It all led to Eichel’s memorable heel turn sound bite, which you 
have to admit was at least entertaining. To top it off, it was also Craig 
Anderson’s 300th career win. 
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This team doesn’t win often, but this week they at least won the two that 
they’ll remember. 

4. Philadelphia Flyers (18-30-1, -54) — How do you lose a game to the 
league’s last-place team when you’re up with a minute left in regulation 
and on the power play? Answer: Be the Flyers. 

3. Seattle Kraken (18-37-6, -62) — They beat the Canadiens in a battle 
for lottery odds. Is that enough to nudge them a spot in the rankings? 
Sure, why not. Meanwhile, we seem to have finally reached the point 
where Ron Francis is going to use that cap space he’s been hoarding 
since the expansion draft. Let’s see what he does with it. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (16-35-8, -78) — Even with last night’s comeback 
win, they’re back in dead last in the standings, which just shows how big 
a hole they dug in the first half. They’re home for six straight now, which 
will take them past a deadline that should see at least a few moves. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (18-36-4, -59) — OK, sure, let me hear it … 

@DownGoesBrown TAKE US OUT OF THE LAST SPOT IN THE 
RANKINGS YOU COWARD #Yotes 

— First Class Vibe Merchant (@Jbr827) March 11, 2022 

There it is. And yeah, the Coyotes have a strong case to move up this 
week. They spent the weekend in 30th, which isn’t great but it’s as high 
as they been in a while. If they have another week like this last one, they 
definitely have to be rewarded. 

So, why not now? Two reasons. One, we move slowly around here by 
design, trying not to overreact to outliers. The Coyotes looked like world-
beaters for a week, but it’s fair to say they built up quite the body of awful 
work before that, so let’s see if this sticks. Second, we’re trying to predict 
how the standings will look at the end of the year here, and Arizona goes 
into the deadline looking like a more motivated seller than the Kraken or 
Habs. I want to know what the roster even looks like a week from now. 

None of that takes away from what’s been an awesome stretch for 
Coyotes fans. Every now and then the hockey gods look down and 
decide a fan base has suffered enough and can have a little win streak, 
as a treat. Enjoy it while it lasts. 

Oh, there’s also this, because some of us just can’t have nice things. 

Jakob Chychrun is flying back to Arizona for further evaluation on his 
lower body injury. The early hope is that it's not too serious but team 
won't know for sure until further evaluation (MRI). Obviously a few NHL 
teams monitoring this with keen interest.@TSNHockey @TheAthletic 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) March 13, 2022 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

J.T. Miller. (Bob Frid / USA Today) 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — It’s fair to say it’s been a weird year 
in Vancouver. The season started off as a disaster that led to a coaching 
change, which briefly fixed everything. Since the end of the seven-game 
win streak that moved them back into contention, they’ve been … good? 
I’d say that they’ve been reasonably good. They’re 14-9-5 since the end 
of the streak, which is a 96-point full-season pace. They’ve beaten the 
Leafs twice, the Rangers once, and crushed the unbeatable Flames. 
Even factoring in last night’s loss to a tired Lightning squad, that’s solid 
work. 

Is it enough? 

That’s the thing about an 8-15-2 start. It raises the bar on what the rest of 
the year has to look like, and “solid work” won’t cut it anymore for a team 
with playoff aspirations. That’s made it easy to write off the Canucks from 
a distance, as yet another bad team that’s going to play just well enough 
to torpedo their draft pick. But as of this morning, Vancouver is still in this 
race, sitting just two points back of the Stars. Dallas has three games in 
hand, and there’s also the Golden Knights to deal with, so it’s a tougher 

climb than it sounds like, but Dom has the Canucks with a 26 percent 
chance of making the playoffs. That’s not great, but it’s not no-hope 
territory at all. 

OK, fine … so what do you do at the deadline if you’re Jim Rutherford 
and new GM Patrik Allvin? The Miller debates have been raging for 
weeks, and while it’s worth remembering that he has another year after 
this one left on his deal, you’d think the Canucks could get a windfall for 
him right now. It’s a tough call, as Allvin himself described to Pierre. Is it 
worth it to stay the course, make the playoffs, and then run into the 
Avalanche in Round 1? Maybe not, but we’ve seen weird stuff happen in 
the postseason. 

"Bruce, there it is" breaks out at Rogers Arena. 

— Tarik El-Bashir (@Tarik_ElBashir) March 12, 2022 

There’s also the Brock Boeser question, plus whether Allvin can clear 
some future cap space by moving guys like Tanner Pearson or even 
Conor Garland. Basically, the Canucks seem like a team that’s going to 
need to pick a lane. They haven’t made their choice quite yet, which is 
fine, but this is the week. They’ve got two very winnable games against 
the Devils and Red Wings, then another showdown with the Flames. Oh, 
and their first post-deadline game is in Colorado. 

Your move, Vancouver. 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.15.2022 
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Rangers enter trade deadline week with cap space, assets and a big 
question for GM Chris Drury: Hold ’em or go all-in? 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

As the NHL enters the final week before the March 21 trade deadline 
without any, you know, trades having really happened yet, one wonders 
which path Rangers general manager Chris Drury will take before the bell 
rings. 

The Rangers are armed with more cap space than any top-10 team in 
the league — the only other top-10 team not using long-term injured 
reserve for cap relief is the Bruins — and have perhaps the deepest 
prospect pool at one position, defense, of any playoff-bound team. 
Maybe the Kings have higher-end prospects to work with in deals, but 
none of the other elite teams in the league have what the Rangers have 
right now. 

Sources around the league are echoing the word “quiet” regarding the 
rumor mill, and that’s a status that works in the Rangers’ favor. Buyers 
aren’t willing to pay high prices for rentals yet — maybe not at all — in 
part because of their cap crunches and in part because giving up first- or 
second-round picks and/or B/B-plus prospects would really thin most top-
10 teams’ asset depth. 

The Rangers can afford to thin theirs. After making nine first-round picks 
over the past five drafts, they are still among the youngest teams in the 
league. And, aside from the occasional game for Morgan Barron or Zac 
Jones, the prospects at the AHL level aren’t exactly pushing for spots 
here. 

And the Rangers are looking at a pick in the 20 to 26 range for the 
upcoming draft, plus a pair of second-rounders in the 52 to 60 range. 
Trading one of those for help now isn’t really a gamble, since you’re not 
getting three surefire hits with those three picks. 

Even a pick in the first round in the 20s is far from certain. We’re nearly 
six years away from the 2016 draft, and the best first-rounder picked 
below No. 20 is still up for debate — and not really an elite NHLer either. 
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The Sabres’ Tage Thompson has the most points of the 11 players 
picked from 20 to 31 that year, and some Lightning draft pick named 
Brett Howden has played the most games. Julien Gauthier, picked 21st 
by Carolina, is also in that group. 

Let’s skip ahead to 2017: Filip Chytil (21st) has played the most games of 
the 20 to 31 selections, and the Blues’ Robert Thomas, picked 20th, is a 
quality top-six forward. Beyond that, there’s some talent and plenty of 
question marks. 

Even looking solely at the Rangers’ first-rounders leaves you wondering 
how many more picks and prospects a team on the rise needs. K’Andre 
Miller (22nd overall, 2018) is certainly the biggest current contributor for 
the Rangers out of the nine. Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko have 
had their moments, but neither could be considered elite or even crucial 
to the team’s success, though Lafrenière has been far more consistent 
over the past six weeks and Kakko’s injury absence — now at a full 
month and growing — has shown the Rangers do need someone with 
skill to play a top-six role on the right side. 

There is a wide gulf between standing pat and going for it at the deadline. 
The Rangers’ past three games haven’t shown a team that’s ready to 
dominate, especially when Igor Shesterkin is merely the Vezina Trophy 
lock and not a real contender for the Hart Trophy. But the explosiveness 
of Saturday’s win in Dallas, fueled by Artemi Panarin but also by a few of 
the grunts (Dryden Hunt, Barclay Goodrow, Patrik Nemeth and even 
Gauthier had better-than-usual nights), showed a team that has some 
spine to its game now. 

That’s an essential part of playoff hockey. So is having half a dozen high-
end players, which these Rangers also have. There is plenty to consider 
beyond next week’s deadline and even the current season, primarily as 
to where Ryan Strome fits going forward and whether the Rangers could 
find a better No. 2 center option. Another question that might not be 
answered this week is where Chytil fits and whether he’s an asset that 
could be moved for an upgrade now or over the summer. 

But even if Drury is shopping in the rental aisle only, there are reasons to 
believe trading a first-rounder isn’t as damaging to the future as it may 
seem. Glen Sather’s Rangers were never afraid to wheel that first and 
keep the success going from 2011 to 2016; these Rangers aren’t there 
yet, but they’re a lot closer than they were a year ago, which was James 
Dolan’s mandate to Drury after the front-office housecleaning 10 months 
ago. 

Drury’s offseason trades aren’t exactly well-regarded. Pavel Buchnevich 
has been quite good for the Blues and Sammy Blais won’t be back until 
next season. Ryan Reaves has added to the leadership of the Rangers in 
the locker room but is he an everyday player, especially in the playoffs? 
Probably not. Howden has had some good moments in Vegas and 
certainly could be bolstering the mix-and-match bottom six here right 
now. 

But there is still time, and no one the Rangers want has been moved yet. 
Rickard Rakell (currently day-to-day) is still a Duck, Andrew Copp (who 
left Sunday’s game with an injury) is still a Jet, Artturi Lehkonen is still a 
Canadien. 

Winnipeg Jets forward Andrew Copp exited Sunday's game against the 
St. Louis Blues after taking a hit from center Oskar Sundqvist. 

The incident took place at 3:28 in the third period, and Copp did not 
return. 

  @WPGMurathttps://t.co/xn5G1lNJVY 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) March 14, 2022 

If one of those forwards costs the Rangers a high pick, even their first, 
that’s the price of doing business as a top-10 team. And trading that first 
but keeping the two seconds still leaves the Rangers with some flexibility 
heading to the draft floor, where plenty of GMs have turned second-
rounders into late firsts or early seconds to grab a player they like who’s 
still on the board. 

Maybe the Rangers aren’t an elite team yet. But there’s a way to get 
better in the next seven days, and no one has more cap space or assets 
to make that happen. They won’t go all-in, but why let this opportunity 
pass by? 
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NHL Trade Deadline Big Board 3.0: Mark Giordano, Claude Giroux and 
31 others who could be dealt 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

 

There’s less than a week to go until the 2022 NHL trade deadline and 
this past weekend followed a familiar pattern. Dead quiet. Months of 
gridlock continued. 

Usually, by this time, the trades have accelerated to the point where TSN 
host James Duthie can make his annual joke — that GMs need to slow 
down the pace of trades so his panel has something left to talk about on 
deadline day. 

Maybe Monday’s trade that sent Josh Manson to the Avalanche will open 
the floodgates but it looks as if most deals will go down to the wire, for 
two primary reasons. 

One, the longer the buyers wait, the more cap room they’ll have available 
to spend. 

Two, some of the biggest names circulating on the trade boards for 
months are also pending unrestricted free agents that, ideally, their 
current teams would like to retain. The reality is, GMs are negotiating 
with agents as earnestly as they are with their peers, to see what — if 
anything — they can get done contractually. 

This past week saw the Stars sign Joe Pavelski and the Flyers extend 
Rasmus Ristolainen. 

Negotiations remain ongoing in San Jose with Tomas Hertl, in Nashville 
with Filip Forsberg and in Anaheim with Hampus Lindholm, Rickard 
Rakell and Nic Deslauriers. 

Ducks’ GM Pat Verbeek has said publicly what a lot of GMs think 
privately — that you move heaven and earth to get your pending UFAs 
signed but if you can’t, and it looks as if they’re moving on in the summer, 
then you have to extract value for them. That’s easier to do on a team 
that probably will miss the playoffs (such as improving Anaheim) than a 
team such as Nashville that’s squarely in the playoff mix. 

There have been a few changes to our trade board since it was last  

Published to reflect the moves that have already been made. Let’s see 
what’s still left for the taking. 

1. Mark Giordano, Kraken 

Giordano went to the Kraken in the expansion draft, knowing that this 
could be the outcome — that he would be their captain for the first year, 
but as a veteran player, could be a great rental at the trade deadline. A 
face-to-face meeting between Giordano and GM Ron Francis confirmed 
that would happen. Now, it’s just a matter of negotiating price and 
destination. Seattle’s ask, to Calgary, for them to keep their hands off him 
in the expansion draft, was a first and a third. They won’t get that for 
Giordano on the open market. They might get a first, if they can get two 
or more teams bidding for his services. If not, some combination of a 
prospect and a second-rounder might get it done. 

2. Claude Giroux, Flyers 
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Any number of teams, from Colorado and St. Louis in the Western 
Conference, to Florida and Boston in the Eastern Conference, have been 
inquiring about Giroux, who — on a team with a lot of underachievers — 
has been very good. Giroux is on an expiring contract, with a full no-
move, that counts $8.275 million against the salary cap He could be this 
year’s Jarome Iginla, a decorated and highly-respected veteran player 
given a chance to seek a Stanley Cup opportunity elsewhere. Like Iginla 
did back in 2013, Giroux has full control over his destination — and he 
would be a fascinating reinforcement. He’s versatile (can play both wing 
and center), fiery and competitive, and most of all, he’s still skilled and 
productive. Giroux would, in short, check a lot of boxes, for a would-be 
contender. 

3. Jake DeBrusk, Bruins 

After an offensive surge when he was first promoted to the top line 
alongside Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand, DeBrusk has cooled off 
again — just one goal and zero assists in the first six games of March. 
That sort of up-and-down play is probably why he’s still on the trade 
board, two years now and counting. GM Don Sweeney has demonstrated 
immense patience so far, in terms of meeting DeBrusk’s trade demand, 
something that isn’t going to waver here approaching the 11th hour. In 
short, it’s the same old story — two sides trying (thus far unsuccessfully) 
to come to terms on fair value. 

4. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Speaking of fair value — and trying to determine what that might be — 
here is the former No. 1 player on our chart, still a trade target, still in the 
conversations, but so far, no team has stepped up to make Coyotes’ GM 
Bill Armstrong an offer he can’t refuse. Chychrun was injured Saturday 
against Boston — an update was expected early this week, though the 
preliminary reports were encouraging. But even fully healthy, Chychrun 
represents a hockey deal. His age (23), combined with an attractive cost-
controlled contract ($4.6 million until 2024-25), takes away from the 
urgency of making a deal immediately. 

5. Ben Chiarot, Canadiens 

There was some talk that Chiarot would be part of a larger deal between 
Calgary and Montreal when the Tyler Toffoli trade went down, but the two 
sides couldn’t agree on compensation. Even with Chiarot’s pedestrian 
analytics, enough NHL GMs are old school enough to rely on the eye test 
when it comes to evaluating him. They especially like his competitiveness 
and his willingness to do battle, qualities that become even more 
important when the playoff rodeo starts. The fact that he’s still lingering 
on the board just means Montreal hasn’t been able to find common 
ground with a variety of suitors — yet. 

6. Calle Jarnkrok, Kraken 

If Giordano is Seattle’s most valuable trade commodity, Jarnkrok is likely 
No. 2. He’s just a good all-around player that can play up and down any 
team’s lineup, is just 30 years old, earns a modest $2 million, and is on 
an expiring contract. He’s the sort of depth piece that any contender 
would want. If he lands in Calgary, it’ll be to play center — the one area 
besides a depth defenseman the Flames would ideally like to shore up. 

7. Hampus Lindholm, Ducks 

If the Ducks move on from Lindholm, he vaults to the top of the charts, in 
terms of defensemen who could move at the deadline. Lindholm is 28, is 
on an expiring contract with a $5.2 million AAV, and would immediately 
slot into the top-four of any team, even the deepest contenders. Lindholm 
is second in the Ducks behind Cam Fowler in average ice time (22:38) 
and can be effective in every situation — regular strength, penalty kill, 
power play. Teams with a greater need on the left side — say Florida or 
Calgary — will be closely monitoring the extension talks between the 
Ducks and the Lindholm camp. 

8. Rickard Rakell, Ducks 

Rakell, 28, carries a modest AAV of $3.789 million on an expiring 
contract and is playing more minutes than any other Anaheim forward 

outside of Ryan Getzlaf. The strength of Anaheim’s pipeline is NHL-ready 
forwards, however, and so the Ducks might be prepared to move on from 
Rakell in the right deal. The Rangers are said to be interested in adding 
Rakell to flesh out their top-six on the right side and play with Mika 
Zibanejad. 

9. Phil Kessel, Coyotes 

Kessel, the ex-Bruin, ex-Leaf, ex-Pen, is now 34 and in the final year of a 
contract, which carries an AAV of $6.8 million because of previous salary 
retention, but comes in at only $6 million in cash for this season, $5 
million of which was paid as a signing bonus. So negligible actual dollars 
for a player having an OK season on a bad team (35 points in his first 58 
games), who carries a quality playoff resume. 

10. Tomas Hertl, Sharks 

If the Sharks move on from Hertl, he vaults to the top of the charts, in 
terms of forwards who could move at the deadline. Hertl is 28, carries a 
$5.625 AAV, is a pending UFA, but has a very limited three-team no-
trade list, so effectively, he can limit the number of teams that can 
genuinely bid on his services. There is also a thought that Hertl is happy 
enough in San Jose that he would be consider signing an extension and 
stay on. So … no guarantees that he’s moving at all, but if a contender 
wants a player that can immediately step into the lineup and play a top-
six role, the line probably begins and ends with Hertl and Giroux. 

11. Paul Stasny, Jets 

The Jets’ trade deadline plans will be determined by where they are, 
standings-wise, at the end of the week, and if they can make any kind of 
surge to get back into the race (six points out, with four teams to 
leapfrog). If they decide to sell, both Paul Stastny and Andrew Copp will 
have value. Stastny is 36, with a $3.75 million AAV. Both can play left 
wing and center and, in a year when so few centers could be shifting 
teams, that versatility will be attractive in the marketplace. Copp is 27, 
with a $3.64 million AAV but was injured in Sunday night’s win over St. 
Louis. It sounds like it’s a concussion and that could make teams think 
twice about acquiring him. 

12. John Klingberg, Stars 

News that the Stars will have to press forward without Miro Heiskanen 
(mononucleosis) for the foreseeable future makes a decision on 
Klingberg even more difficult. He is 29, and on an expiring contract with a 
$4.25 million AAV. The two sides have been locked in a long contract 
stalemate, but trading away a 22-minute-per-game defenceman when 
you’ve lost a 24-minute-per-game defenceman is risky when you’re in the 
thick of a playoff race. 

13. Marc-Andre Fleury, Blackhawks 

Fleury is currently carrying a 2.92 goals-against average, with a .908 
save percentage on a team that’s fallen well out of the playoff race. 
Teams with goaltending issues have been inquiring about the 37-year-old 
three-time Stanley Cup champion, who is the reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner but has had an up-and-down time of it in the last month, on a 
team struggling to defend. Fleury earns $7 million and has a 10-team no-
trade list that would need to be navigated if he ultimately decides he 
wants to move on from Chicago. 

14. Braden Holtby, Stars 

Holtby, 32, went to Dallas as a free agent on a moderate one-year 
contract ($2 million) and has been a good addition — 10-10-1 record, 
2.78 GAA, .913 save percentage. But Dallas has turned the net over to 
Jake Oettinger, and while Holtby is currently out day-to-day with a lower-
body injury, he does boast a Stanley Cup pedigree, winning with 
Washington. If Fleury doesn’t make it to the market, and depending upon 
the asking price, Holtby would be an intriguing and maybe even 
necessary fallback plan for goalie-starved teams. 

15. Alexandar Georgiev, Rangers 
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Georgiev would require a leap of faith from the acquiring team, given his 
pedestrian stat line this year: .893 save percentage, 3.14 goals-against 
average, and a losing record (7-9) on a team well over .500. A team 
would have to think that getting out from behind the shadow of Igor 
Shesterkin would allow Georgiev to prosper. Georgiev is an RFA this 
year, who carries an AAV of $2.425 million, but would require a still very 
modest qualifying offer of $2.65 million. A deal for Georgiev feels more 
like a summer than a trade-deadline move. 

16. Semyon Varlamov, Islanders 

Varlamov is intriguing, and could be a fallback position depending upon 
how a complicated goalie market unfolds. He has had virtually no run 
support this year, which accounts for an undistinguished won/loss record 
of 4-12. But his save percentage is decent (.912) as is his goals-against 
average (2.85). He does have a year remaining on a contract with a $5 
million AAV. If teams could find a way to finesse their way around that 
number — perhaps using a third party to facilitate the trade — he could 
be a playoff starter for any number of teams desperately needing 
goaltending help. 

17. Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets 

Korpisalo, a pending UFA, has had an undistinguished season this far — 
save percentage under .900, goals-against average nearly at four per 
game. But he’s a UFA after this year, the Blue Jackets seem set with 
Elvis Merzlikins as their starter going forward and there may be interest 
in him as a potential goaltending insurance policy, if the ask is moderate. 

18. Justin Braun, Flyers 

With Ristolainen signed, Braun becomes the most interesting target on 
the Flyers’ blue line. Even at age 35, Braun is playing above 20 minutes 
per game, one of only four players to suit up for every game for 
Philadelphia this season. A right-shot defenceman and an expiring 
contract, with a $1.8 million AAV, makes him especially attractive for 
teams tight against the cap. 

19. Max Domi, Blue Jackets 

Domi, at age 26, is a pending UFA, earning $5.3 million. Domi’s had wild 
swings throughout his career thus far — the appeal here would be for 
any team needing depth down the middle, and willing to bet that they 
could get Domi integrated into their line=up quickly. 

20. Johan Larsson, Coyotes 

Trading for Larsson would require something of a leap of faith. He is 
currently out of the Coyotes’ lineup, after sports hernia surgery Feb. 8, 
with an expected recovering timeline of eight weeks. So past the trade 
deadline, but theoretically, back in time for the final three weeks of the 
season. Larsson’s appeal is that he plays center at a time when few 
centers are available. He’s 29, earns only $1.4 million on an expiring 
contract and when healthy, has played the second-most minutes per time 
of Arizona forwards (17:52), behind only Clayton Keller. 

21. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Unless a team steps up with a significant overpay offer for J.T. Miller, it 
seems unlikely that he’s going anywhere — not at this trade deadline 
anyway. Instead, they’ll likely listen hardest on Boeser and Connor 
Garland. Contractually, Garland is at $4.95 million. Boeser, meanwhile, 
carries an AAV of $5.875 million, but is a pending RFA owed a robust 
qualifying offer of $7.5 million this summer. It’s that number that could 
eventually price Boeser out of Vancouver, maybe sooner rather than 
later. Not many teams would necessarily have the financial flexibility to 
meet Boeser’s asking price. New Jersey might be one exception. 

22. Colin Miller, Sabres 

If there’s a Miller moving at the deadline, it’ll likely be Buffalo’s Colin, not 
Vancouver’s J.T. Colin Miller is 29, earning $3.875 million and was an 
effective contributor for Vegas during the Golden Knights inaugural 
season in 2017-18. Fellow Sabres defenceman Robert Hagg will also be 
a target, as a depth piece. 

23. Tyler Motte, Canucks 

The primary players in the Vancouver rumor mill (Miller, Boeser and 
Garland) all have term left on their contracts, which limits the urgency to 
make a deal in the short term. Motte, by contrast, is on an expiring deal 
and has delivered a lot of value for $1.225 million. He’s 27, plays fast, 
doesn’t shy away from physical contact and is an effective penalty killer. 
For any team looking to improve their bottom-six, he’d be a useful 
contributing piece. 

24. Artturi Lehkonen, Canadiens 

Lehkonen is a value-priced, middle-of-the-lineup, forward, 26, with a $2.3 
million AAV, who is heading into restricted free agency in the summer. 
He’s been favorably compared to Blake Coleman/Barclay Goodrow, the 
sort of players featured higher on trade deadline wish lists because of 
Tampa Bay’s playoff success the past two seasons. Also intriguing from 
Montreal: The slightly higher priced ($3.4 million), slightly older (28) Joel 
Armia, who plays a responsible two-way game, but won’t score much 
and might earn too much for what he ultimately will produce. 

25. Brandon Hagel, Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks will want a team to overpay for Hagel, who had an 
effective under-the-radar season last year as an NHL rookie (24 points in 
52 games) and has continued to improve this year (fourth in points, 
second in goals) on the Blackhawks playing 17:23 per game. He’s only 
23 and most importantly signed for this year and two more at a very 
attractive number — $1.5 million. More likely exiting from Chicago: Ryan 
Carpenter, a center who had an effective postseason for Vegas in 2018, 
and is on an expiring contract, also for decent dollars. 

26. Nick Leddy, Red Wings 

Leddy is 30, a pending UFA earning $5.5 million, who has been a 
steadying influence on an improving Detroit team that’s fallen off the 
pace of late. He is third in ice time on the Wings behind Moritz Seider 
and Filip Hronek and, in a pinch, can fill in as a second-unit power-play 
quarterback, if necessary. 

27. Calvin de Haan, Blackhawks 

Another in a longish line of depth defencemen who could become 
available. He’s 30, earns $4.55 million, and is a pending UFA. He’s 
playing top-four minutes on the Blackhawks blue line this year and in a 
career that’ll be approaching 500 NHL games, was a steady playoff 
contributor for Carolina in 2019 and Chicago in 2020.  

28. Vladislav Namestnikov, Red Wings 

Namestnikov is a trade deadline staple — he’s been moved twice, in-
season, in the past four years, once from Tampa Bay to New York (in 
2017-18) and then from Ottawa to Colorado (in 2019-20), where he was 
an effective rental for the Avalanche. Namestnikov is 29, earns a modest 
salary ($2 million), and is a pending restricted free agent. 

29. Jeff Petry, Canadiens 

Hard to believe that only a year ago, Petry tied for seventh with Shea 
Theodore and Dougie Hamilton for points among defensemen with 42, 
just six off the league lead. It led Montreal to sign Petry to a four-year, 
$25 million extension just this past September. Things have completely 
gone off the rails for both the team and the player since then. As 
Montreal sinks to the bottom of the standings, the 34-year-old Petry has 
just nine points in his first 42 games this season and looks as if he 
desperately needs a change of scenery. Montreal isn’t willing to part with 
him unless they get something tangible in return. The feeling is Dallas 
could be a good landing spot for him, if the Stars end up moving 
Klingberg elsewhere at the deadline. 

30. Zach Sanford, Senators 

Sanford does have a Stanley Cup pedigree. He was in the lineup when 
St. Louis won the 2019 Cup and scored a goal in the clinching game over 
Boston. It hasn’t been a great year for him thus far in Ottawa — 15 points 
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in his first 47 games — but he’s only 27, and earning a modest $2 million 
entering his UFA season. Someone needing a depth forward would look 
at him, Chris Tierney, or depending upon how contract negotiations go, 
with Nick Paul. 

31. Owen Tippett, Panthers 

Tippett is probably the brightest young prospect on the board. Just 23, 
and the 10th pick in the 2017 draft, Tippett isn’t getting much of a chance 
to play in Florida because of all the talent stacked up in front of him 
(12:32 average time on ice through 42 games). Ultimately, if you’re a 
team such as the Panthers who anticipate going all in for a Stanley Cup 
push this season, the cost of adding a major deadline piece tends to be 
someone like Tippett, who could blossom elsewhere in an expanded role. 
Tippett has been linked to Arizona in a possible Chychrun deal. 

32. P.K. Subban, Devils 

Subban’s $9 million AAV means he’d be impossible to move unless New 
Jersey picked up half the contract, and settled for a middling draft pick or 
B-level prospect in return. Subban is 32, but can still shoot the puck, and 
can potentially inject some energy into a team that needs a jolt of 
adrenaline. 

33. Tyler Bertuzzi, Red Wings 

No one plays his cards closer to the vest than Red Wings GM Steve 
Yzerman who also isn’t afraid to make a big unexpected splash — 
remember Anthony Mantha for Jakub Vrana. The unvaccinated Bertuzzi 
is a polarizing player, but has value — an AAV of $4.75 million, and not 
eligible for free agency until the end of the 2022-23 season. So a team 
would be getting him for a minimum of two playoff runs. Not being able to 
play in Canada because of his vaccination status limits the number of 
trade options, but there are any number of teams that, for the right price, 
would be bidding, if he were available. 

Eric Duhatschek is a senior hockey writer for The Athletic. He spent 17 
years as a columnist for The Globe and Mail and 20 years covering the 
Calgary Flames and the NHL for the Calgary Herald. In 2001, he won the 
Elmer Ferguson Award, given by the Hockey Hall of Fame for 
distinguished hockey journalism, and previously served on the Hockey 
Hall of Fame selection committee. Follow Eric on Twitter @eduhatschek. 
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Continued success of NHL outdoor games fuels evolution to include 
more teams, grander venues 

 

Sean Shapiro 

 

HAMILTON, Ont. — The weather cooperated. 

The swirling winds and light snow created a snowglobe effect for fans in 
the building, as well as picturesque imagery for viewers on Sportsnet and 
TNT. Even more importantly, the game schedule wasn’t altered. 

Weather has been the biggest opponent for the NHL when it comes to 
outdoor games. Delays caused by sun glare or rain have created outdoor 
game horror stories, where afternoon games have been moved into the 
late evening and one outdoor game became an indoor one because the 
roof had to be closed. 

“It’s the one thing we can’t control,” said Steve Mayer, the NHL’s chief 
content officer. “That’s the thing where you have to hope and pray for the 
best.” 

While many of the fans in attendance left the Heritage Classic 
disappointed with the result —  blame the Toronto Maple Leafs defense 

and goaltending — overall, it was another successful outdoor fixture for 
the league, capping off a return to sold-out, fan-attended outdoor games 
that, from a business perspective, serve as the most important events 
outside of the playoffs. 

This year’s Winter Classic was the coldest game in NHL history, minus 
5.7 degrees Fahrenheit during opening faceoff, and the first outdoor 
contest as part of the new national TV deal with Turner. It set chilly 
records and helped reset expectations for potential Winter Classic 
viewership after the setup with NBC. 

It was the most-watched regular-season NHL game all-time on cable in 
the United States with 1.4 million viewers, but it was also the least 
viewed Winter Classic in the event’s history. This was an inherent risk 
with the game moving from broadcast to cable viewing. The NHL knew 
raw viewership numbers would drop, but numbers were also impacted by 
self-sabotage from within the hockey world. 

Unlike the prior editions of the Winter Classic, the 2022 version was 
moved from midday to the evening, and other NHL games were played at 
the same time. According to those around the league, this diluted the 
event from a television perspective and cut into the marquee nature of 
the event. Multiple sources said they were hopeful that in 2023 when the 
game is hosted at Fenway Park, the rest of the league has New Year’s 
Day off. 

The Stadium Series games have always run second-tier to the Winter 
Classic, but the game in Nashville last month surpassed expectations 
when it averaged 634,000 viewers, the third-most viewed game on TNT 
this season after the Winter Classic and opening night between the New 
York Rangers and Washington Capitals. 

TV viewership numbers for the game in Hamilton will be available later 
this week, likely on Tuesday, according to a TNT spokesperson. 

Overall it’s time to redefine and better understand the importance of 
outdoor games. 

Yes, the novelty has worn away. An outdoor hockey game is no longer a 
rarity, but a regular occurrence each season. The 8.2 million combined 
viewers between the United States and Canada for the 2014 Winter 
Classic will stand as the high bar, likely for perpetuity. Even with this 
reality, it’s important to acknowledge that outdoor games work, and from 
a league business perspective, it makes more sense to have multiple per 
season. 

Since the 2003 Heritage Classic, all of the NHL outdoor games with in-
person attendance have been sellouts. These games typically net NHL 
around $5 million in profit, which provides a nice boost to hockey-related 
revenue, and in an era where maximizing HRR is paramount to offsetting 
losses from the COVID-19 pandemic, hosting multiple games is a 
financial no-brainer for the league. 

And even as the national appetite has lessened, the in-market appetite 
and benefits for the two teams in the outdoor game haven’t waned. 

Teams view outdoor games as a badge of honor and a stamp of 
approval. Los Angeles Kings president Luc Robitaille said it’s proof that a 
franchise is relevant within the league spectrum. 

“They continue to be special and they should be earned in most cases,” 
Robitaille said. “We hosted our game (at Dodgers Stadium in 2014) and it 
was another mark that we really mattered in the league. Our team was 
good, we should be in that stage, right now we are building back up and 
until we are back to that type of level I wouldn’t even ask to be in an 
outdoor game.” 

From a financial aspect, teams don’t make money directly off an outdoor 
game. The league buys a home date away from the team and hosts it as 
a league event. All direct revenues from the game itself go into league-
wide HRR. This is why the Sabres were the home team in Hamilton — it 
made more sense for the league from an HRR perspective to buy a 
home game from the Buffalo than from Toronto. 
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It’s then up to the teams to make the most of residual financial impact, 
effectively trying to turn a one-off event into a season-long story that can 
be sold. 

Teams typically see a spike in season ticket sales around an outdoor 
game, a combination of season-ticket holders getting priority access to 
the event, and overall excitement within the market around a major 
event. The Carolina Hurricanes have already seen this happening since 
they were granted an outdoor game, which was delayed two seasons by 
COVID-19 and will be played next season at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

While the number of outdoor games featuring the Chicago Blackhawks 
has become a joke on social media, one person familiar with the 
Blackhawks ticket operations said the 2009 Winter Classic at Wrigley 
Field was a big driver in launching a sellout streak that lasted more than 
13 seasons. 

There typically isn’t space for local sponsors at a league-wide event, but 
teams are able to use outdoor games as a selling point when building 
their own corporate and local sponsorship. Multiple team executives 
pointed out that having an outdoor game means larger visibility on the 
league scale, and that some of the best years sponsorship-wise come 
when an outdoor game is on the schedule. 

Having another jersey to sell certainly helps as well, but as Robitaille 
pointed out, that’s more of a league benefit, rather than for the individual 
team, because merchandise sales get divvied up as an HRR element in 
most cases. 

Outdoor game hosts typically see a larger benefit than road teams, but 
road teams also are able to capitalize on the publicity of a league-wide 
event. And a good showing by the road team, particularly attendance-
wise, can be used to make the case that it deserves to be a host. 

Predators fans helping fill the Cotton Bowl for the 2020 Winter Classic 
helped secure the outdoor game this season, and the same is now being 
considered about the Lightning, who traveled well to Nashville and now 
have a better chance of securing an outdoor game if weather hurdles can 
be overcome. 

The NHL has the final decision when it comes to picking the road team, 
but the event starts with a conversation between the league, the hosts, 
and now Turner Sports, as the outdoor game broadcaster. 

Some hosts care more about the opponent than others. The Hurricanes, 
for example, didn’t have much of a preference and deferred to the league 
and television network, while others have been more particular about 
wanting a certain team or rival. 

For the 2022 Winter Classic, the Wild had a list of four teams they were 
interested in playing — the Dallas Stars, St. Louis Blues, Colorado 
Avalanche, and Winnipeg Jets — before St. Louis was chosen as the 
opponent. For the 2020 Winter Classic, the New York Rangers and 
Vegas Golden Knights were also heavily considered as opponents by the 
Stars, before the league chose Nashville as the opponent. 

From a TV perspective, finding the matchup that will drive the highest 
rating is important. For the Hurricanes’ outdoor game, the Predators and 
Lightning were also considered, but the Capitals best fit TNT’s plans and 
aligned well with a strong projection to protect the streak of sold-out 
outdoor games. 

Like it or not, the original six teams and other so-called traditional hockey 
markets still produce the most viewers and have the largest fanbases 
across the league. 

All that being said, the league has slowly worked its way down a checklist 
of getting every team into an outdoor event, either as a host or a visitor. 
With Carolina hosting next season, only four teams remain that have yet 
to play in an outdoor game — the Arizona Coyotes, Columbus Blue 
Jackets, Florida Panthers, and Seattle Kraken. 

Arizona has the longest odds of inclusion in an outdoor event. The 
franchise’s league-wide relevance in recent years has only been tied to 
negative factors, and it’s a hard sell to convince anyone that a team 

playing in a college hockey arena the next three seasons would be able 
to contribute to a sellout outdoor crowd as a visitor. 

The Panthers’ recent on-ice success makes them a more realistic 
possibility, particularly if the league can find a way to stick the landing 
with a game in-state against the Lightning. 

Seattle is playing its first season, so it makes sense the expansion club 
hasn’t played outdoors yet, but it’s more of a question of when, not if, for 
the Kraken when it comes to being in one of these events, likely against 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

The more interesting case is Columbus, which geographically would 
make sense for an outdoor game and has made multiple bids to host in 
the past. The NHL would like to host an outdoor game at Ohio Stadium, 
likely a Stadium Series event, but at this point, the stadium isn’t 
winterized to host events after November. 

The Blue Jackets and the league have been in talks with Ohio State 
about this, and the University would be open to hosting an NHL event, 
but until that hurdle is cleared — the NHL isn’t interested in paying to 
winterize Ohio State’s stadium — the Blue Jackets are going to be 
waiting to be out in the cold. 
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NHL trade deadline 2022: Which teams will be buyers, which will be 
sellers, and how aggressive will each team be? 

 

Fluto Shinzawa, Max Bultman, Peter Baugh, Mark Lazerus, Murat Ates, 
Josh Yohe, Aaron Portzline, Kevin Kurz, Ian Mendes, Eric Duhatschek, 
Harman Dayal, Thomas Drance, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Saad Yousuf, 
Eric Stephens, Shayna Goldman, Lisa Dillman, Joe Smith, Jonas Siegel, 
Arthur Staple, John Vogl, Jeremy Rutherford, Sara Civian, Joe Rexrode, 
Marc Antoine Godin, Jesse Granger, Corey Masisak, Ryan S. Clark, 
Michael Russo, Charlie O'Connor, Tarik El-Bashir, Hailey Salvian16-21 
minutes 14/03/2022 

 

The NHL’s March 21 trade deadline is just a week away, and while the 
action has been slow so far, there’s been plenty of buzz about teams’ 
plans. When the chips start to fall, which teams will be the biggest buyers 
and sellers? 

The Athletic posed this question to the writers who know the teams best. 
The full count comes to 17 buyers and 15 sellers, but the range of 
answers carried everything from “take your pick” to “BUY! BUY! BUY!” — 
with a few surprises in between. 

Here are our writers’ picks for the deadline’s buyers and sellers and how 
aggressive to expect each team to be: 

Anaheim Ducks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Pat Verbeek has been quite 
clear in his message. If he can’t re-sign the most notable Ducks players 
who are about to hit unrestricted-free-agent status, he’s going to want 
something in return rather than just letting them walk after the season. 
I’m skeptical the team will do a full sell-off, but I do expect a familiar 
name or two to be on the move. And with the team starting to shift toward 
a new core that’s under construction, acquiring some quality assets to 
grow with the group may be the more prudent strategy. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Fairly aggressive. 
Ultimately, Arizona has two things to sell: players on expiring contracts, 
such as Phil Kessel, and maybe more importantly, the cap space needed 
by cash-strapped teams to afford the reinforcements they’re trying to add 
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via trade. Positioning themselves as a third-party broker — to help teams 
get their own trades across the finish line, in exchange for a draft-choice 
sweetener — could be the Coyotes’ most significant role at this deadline. 
— Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Bruins are trying to 
cover multiple bases. They will be aggressive to maximize Patrice 
Bergeron’s window. But they’re also building for when Bergeron is gone, 
which could be as soon as next year. As such, term will be important 
when acquiring reinforcements. Rentals are unlikely. They will also be 
limited with a prospect pool that is shallower than those of some of their 
competitors. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Sabres have 10 
pending UFAs. Obviously, they won’t trade all of them — but they’d be 
willing to do so. The final 20 games after the deadline will be a push 
toward next season in Buffalo. They’ll be looking at prospects down the 
stretch, putting Cody Eakin, Colin Miller, Robert Hagg and the other 
rental options on the sideline. They’d rather get something for them than 
scratch them, so they’ll be making calls. — John Vogl 

Cody Eakin (Timothy T. Ludwig / USA Today) 

Calgary Flames: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Flames already made 
an impactful move picking up Tyler Toffoli from the Canadiens. The team 
is tight to the cap, but I still think we could see at least one more move by 
the deadline — either for a third-line centre or a depth defender — and 
maybe even two if general manager Brad Treliving can move some 
money off the books via trade or sending a player or two to the minors. 
— Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? I don’t think the Hurricanes 
have the cap space to be super aggressive, but looking around the 
league, who does? I expect some three-way trades and offloading, for 
sure, as we approach the deadline. The Canes also don’t have their 2022 
first-round pick, so I do think that’s where other teams might weaponize 
and win out on some of the bigger moves this year. But the Canes want 
another defenseman, so who knows what they might be able to finesse. 
— Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Blackhawks will be as 
aggressive as Marc-André Fleury allows them to be. The reigning Vezina 
winner is the only high-end trade chip they have, and he has yet to 
decide if he wants to play out the season in Chicago or make a run at a 
fourth Stanley Cup elsewhere. Beyond Fleury, the Blackhawks will try to 
maximize their bevy of useful rentals such as Dominik Kubalik, Calvin de 
Haan, Ryan Carpenter, and perhaps even Dylan Strome. — Mark 
Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Joe Sakic isn’t one to make 
rash decisions, but he’s going to be aggressive upgrading his team. It’s 
an all-in year for Colorado, and if an opportunity is there, he’ll seize it. But 
he’s likely going to be resistant to moving top prospects Bowen Byram 
and Alex Newhook, who have both already shown they’re NHL 
contributors. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Blue Jackets have 
been better than expected, but they’re out of a playoff spot by double-
digit points and GM Jarmo Kekalainen has the future on his mind. He has 
too much respect for how this group has battled to gut the room of 
veterans — or hope. But the likely candidates to move are winger Max 

Domi and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, both pending UFAs. There could 
be surprises, such as the Blue Jackets adding picks/prospects in 
exchange for taking on other teams’ bad contracts. They are willing to 
weaponize their salary cap room. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Stars would fall under 
the buyer category but are unlikely to be big players on the buyers’ 
market because most of their pieces that would be considered “assets” 
are part of the organization’s vision for the future. The Stars also don’t 
have much salary cap space to work with. They could try to add a depth 
piece in the bottom six, but that’s likely the extent of what they do. — 
Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? As Steve Yzerman showed 
last year with the Anthony Mantha trade, he’ll make big moves for the 
right return. But with the Red Wings starting to turn a corner in their 
rebuild, he no longer needs to aggressively sell. That doesn’t mean a big 
move can’t or won’t happen, but apart from the usual incentive to deal 
pending UFAs, Detroit’s finally in a spot where it can be more choosy at 
the deadline. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Ken Holland says the 
standings will dictate how active he is. He’s all but ruled out selling off 
assets, which makes sense because he doesn’t have much to sell 
anyway. Holland probably adds a bit to the roster, but not much. He 
doesn’t want to give up a first-round pick or top prospect, especially for a 
rental. The Oilers have cap concerns now and project to in the offseason, 
too. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Panthers are putting 
together an outstanding season, and with most of their core players in 
their primes, it only makes sense to go all-in now, especially when 
considering rising costs in the near future with Aleksander Barkov’s 
extension kicking in next year, and Jonathan Huberdeau up for a raise 
the following year. As stacked as they may be, considering the 
competition in the East, management may want to supplement their best 
to solidify that contender status. — Shayna Goldman 

Los Angeles Kings: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Kings have been hit by 
a rash of injuries this past week, but I don’t expect that to change their 
trade-deadline strategy. For the first time in a long time, they are not 
front-and-center sellers. Does this mean GM Rob Blake pushes all his 
chips in and makes a bold move? Not exactly. I would put the Kings in 
the category of “only if the right deal comes along.” Blake has been fairly 
conservative and there’s no reason to think he’ll have an abrupt change 
in philosophy at this stage. — Lisa Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Wild have dropped 10 
of their past 14, so that great chemistry GM Bill Guerin was hesitant to 
disrupt is probably not as big a concern. But the Wild suddenly could use 
a center, a physical defenseman, some sandpaper at wing and maybe 
even a goalie. They have a plan for long-term success, though, and it’s 
hard to believe Guerin will dish his first-round pick and top prospects. 
Now if they can buy one or two players that fit those descriptions at 
modest costs, this is the season to do it. This team looked like a 
contender until this recent bump in the road. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Apart from trading pending 
UFA Ben Chiarot, the Canadiens are in no hurry to make moves at the 
deadline. They have contracts they will want to part with, but a lot of their 
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business might get done more easily in the summer. — Marc Antoine 
Godin 

Nashville Predators: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Thing is, the Preds certainly 
could be selling too, if negotiations with Filip Forsberg’s agent — which 
clearly haven’t progressed much of late — don’t start advancing 
aggressively toward a long-term deal. If David Poile is up against the 
deadline with no deal done, is he willing to risk losing Forsberg for 
nothing as he did Ryan Suter a decade ago? If an agreement is reached, 
or if Poile is OK looking at Forsberg as a rental for the postseason, he 
may also look to add forward depth. Nothing too expensive. — Joe 
Rexrode 

Filip Forsberg (Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

New Jersey Devils: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? At this stage, the Devils 
aren’t pure sellers. There has to be a tactical approach — more finding 
pieces to complement the core they’ve built than moving players for 
future assets. That may also mean moving a player under team control or 
with term, since they have so few pending UFAs. Don’t be surprised if 
they “buy,” either. Management will actively be looking for ways to solidify 
their crease. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Lou Lamoriello recently 
expressed confidence in his core group, so the Islanders aren’t likely to 
make any headlining trades. They’ll try to quickly retool to make another 
run next season. That said, they do have some depth pieces that might 
be of interest to other teams that could be moved for a minimal return, as 
well as a couple of guys — Semyon Varlamov and Scott Mayfield, 
specifically — who could be dangled in so-called hockey deals. — Kevin 
Kurz 

New York Rangers: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Fairly aggressive. No 
legitimate playoff team has as much cap space as the Rangers, and few 
teams have as deep an asset pool. With Igor Shesterkin playing as well 
as he has this season, the time seems right for the Rangers to make 
some additions. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Senators’ placement 
near the bottom of the standings dictates they’re a seller at the deadline. 
But how aggressive they will be really depends on where they stand with 
Nick Paul and Anton Forsberg. Those two players would likely fetch the 
biggest return in any deadline deal for Ottawa, but there remains a 
chance both players could re-sign with the club too. If Paul re-signs and 
the Senators opt to hang onto Forsberg past the deadline, this should be 
a fairly quiet trade deadline from a seller’s perspective. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Pretty aggressive! Claude 
Giroux is obviously a potential option to be moved if he chooses to waive 
his no-move clause, and if he does, he’d be arguably the best player on 
the market. But expect the Flyers to also shop basically all of their 
pending UFAs, such as Justin Braun, Derick Brassard and Martin Jones. 
Chuck Fletcher and the Flyers are absolutely open for business. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Penguins wish to add 
another piece or two, but circumstance may stop them from being too 
aggressive. They don’t have many prospects that intrigue other teams, 
and Ron Hextall would prefer to keep his draft picks. That said, Sidney 
Crosby only has so many chances left to win a championship, thus, some 
aggression might be prudent from Hextall. — Josh Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Sharks have a few 
complementary players who could be traded before the deadline, like 
Alex Barabanov and Andrew Cogliano, but they will likely be less 
aggressive as a seller until they have a contract or determine it is time to 
trade No. 1 Tomas Hertl. No contract could make them an aggressive 
seller close to the deadline. — Corey Masisak 

Tomas Hertl (Darren Yamashita / USA Today) 

Seattle Kraken: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Ron Francis has said 
he will listen to calls from every team. The Kraken are one of the teams 
in the mix to finish at the bottom of the NHL standings, ensuring a high 
draft pick, and they are in position to add draft capital to that pick at the 
deadline. — Ryan S. Clark 

St. Louis Blues: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? I expect the Blues will stay 
involved in a lot of discussions as they try to fill needs both on defense 
and on their fourth line. Despite a recent swoon, they still have a chance 
to finish second in the Central Division, and a top-pair blueliner would go 
a long way in securing that spot and making a postseason run. Also, 
while their top-nine forward group is deep and well-balanced, the fourth 
line is lacking an identity, and a player with some sandpaper would be a 
big help. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Julien BriseBois has 
tried to manage expectations for the deadline, noting the lack of cap 
space — and needs. But if there’s an opportunity to add difference-
making depth up front or on the blueline, “nothing is off the table” when it 
comes to picks or prospects he’d give up. The top need would be a 
strong defensive forward who is hard to play against. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? BUY! BUY! BUY! The Leafs 
are clearly buyers at the deadline. This team remains in Stanley Cup 
mode — trying to end a decades-long championship drought. That 
means improving the roster as much as possible in any way possible 
while navigating real cap restraints. The Leafs have needs on their blue 
line right now, as well as on the wing of the second line and maybe even 
in goal. Just about everything outside the current roster (and even a few 
pieces within it) — draft picks, prospects — figures to be in play if the 
right deal comes along. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Canucks will sell 
pieces prior to next season, but it remains to be seen whether those 
moves will unfold ahead of this deadline or in the offseason. Pending 
UFA Tyler Motte is the likeliest player to go now, while Vancouver has 
time to make decisions on the likes of Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller. 
Vancouver has set high prices for its premium names. Contenders would 
really need to step up to snatch them before March 21. — Harman Dayal 
and Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights: Buyer 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? The Golden Knights’ 
deadline situation is more complicated than most due to all the injuries. 
Mark Stone and Alec Martinez have missed significant time with no 
certainty on timelines for return, and Robin Lehner and Brayden McNabb 
have both recently been added to the injured list. If Lehner’s injury is 
severe, I could see Vegas looking to buy a goalie at the deadline. 
However, if Vegas’ injury situation is too dire, I could even see them 
selling a small expiring contract like Mattias Janmark as they look to next 
season. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals: Buyer 
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How aggressive will they be at the deadline? GM Brian MacLellan said 
March 2 that his team’s performance in the weeks leading up to the 
deadline would determine how aggressive he’d be. The Caps have 
responded by going 4-0-1 in their five games since, a stretch that 
included wins over Eastern Conference-leading Carolina and Pacific 
Division-leading Calgary. MacLellan doesn’t want to deal a top prospect 
or a high pick for a rental, buuuttt if that’s what it takes to reel in the right 
player at the right position (ahem Marc Andre-Fleury), the temptation 
may be hard to resist. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Seller 

How aggressive will they be at the deadline? Even with the Jets still just 
points out of a playoff spot, GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will likely be forced to 
concede that they are not a playoff team. If he does sell, his options are 
becoming less clear. Andrew Copp left Sunday’s game against the Blues 
after a high hit, and that could complicate things for potentially the team’s 
top trade asset. Nathan Beaulieu, another pending UFA with injury 
concerns, is in the same boat. Paul Stastny would likely be traded. And 
perhaps a defenceman with term would be moved. This is tougher to tell, 
despite interest in Brenden Dillon, but a move like that is probably more 
aggressive than Cheveldayoff is willing to be. — Murat Ates 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade Deadline Push: Decision time for key deal 
makers 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

It wasn't the sort of sound bite you wanted to hear from an NHL GM so 
close to the trade deadline, but Ottawa's Pierre Dorion shared a grim 
outlook to those hoping for a busy week of dealing. 

“I hate to be Debbie Downer, but don’t get too excited,” Dorion told 
reporters on Friday. “In all my years as GM, this has been the quietest.” 

Granted Ottawa, a seller, wasn't projected to be among the more active 
teams anyway. Sure, Dorion has to make a call on Nick Paul, an 
energenic bottom-six winger on an expiring deal. Anton Forsberg, with a 
.924 save percentage and 12-7-2 record since Dec. 1, could be an 
intriguing add to the goalie market if the Sens weigh he has greater value 
to them there than on a re-sign. That's about as big as Dorion could 
realistically go anyway. 

Remaining Time -1:23 

Dorion's phone not ringing off the hook, but expects to make more deals 
in offseason 

But then on Saturday, we got similarly lukewarm updates on the market 
from Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman during Hockey Night in Canada's 
32 Thoughts segment. There, we heard that it's turned quiet around 
Claude Giroux, while Tomas Hertl's name is "not out there" at the 
moment as the Sharks gear up an offer to try and re-sign the centre. 
John Klingberg, one of the higher-end defencemen in the rumour mill 
much of this season, may now instead be an own-rental for the Dallas 
Stars as they make a playoff push, just one point out with four games in 
hand. "Pretty safe to say we can take him off the trade board," Marek 
said. 

Ah, but it can all change in a second. 

There is still a pile of names out there and a number of teams with picks, 
prospects or other assets to move as they try to upgrade their rosters to 
some degree. Marek listed 36 trade candidates just last Thursday and 

you can bet on a number of them being dealt before the 3 p.m. ET trade 
deadline on March 21. 

There are plenty of motivated buyers and all it takes is one of them to 
make a move and then more dominoes could fall. 

Will Toronto add a goalie, or Florida a defenceman? Will the Calgary 
Flames make another deal and add a Ben Chiarot-type of defenceman? 
Can the Bruins find a second line centre, or swing big on someone like 
Jakob Chychrun? Will Ken Holland reward the Oilers and give them a 
better chance now that they're settling into a groove and claiming third in 
the Pacific, with second place still attainable? 

It's set to be a big week -- and decision time for the key deal makers 
around the league. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Here’s what the Eastern Conference standings look like today: 

Buyer in Focus: Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins haven't won a playoff series since 2018 and in the past 
three seasons they've totalled just two official playoff wins. The core is 
getting older and, when Ron Hextall was hired as GM in February of 
2021, he talked of balancing the need for a win-now approach as long as 
Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang were around, while also 
keeping an eye on the future. 

The organization has made just one first-round draft pick in the past 
seven years and only one of the 35 prospects they did take in that time 
has become a regular on this year's team (Dominik Simon). Their 
prospect cupboard is bare. Malkin and Letang (and Bryan Rust, too) 
remain unsigned, all able to test free agency in July. In some ways, both 
the near- and long-term future feel vulnerable right now. 

And yet there seems to remain only one option: Buy a scoring winger at 
the deadline and see if this group has another run left in it. 

The centres are all in place. Malkin, Crosby and last year's buy, Jeff 
Carter, make a strength down the middle. Crosby's line with Rust and 
Jake Guentzel is productive enough, but the team hasn't been able to 
find the right partners for Malkin. Kasperi Kapanen, a former fit, has just 
nine goals on the season and none in his past 18 games. 

Scoring depth is a weakness right now -- since Feb. 1 the Penguins have 
the lowest goals per game of any Eastern Conference team currently 
occupying a playoff spot. 

So who could Hextall target and what would it cost him? 

Draft picks held by the Penguins, per CapFriendly. 

Rental Rickard Rakell, on his best scoring pace in four years, could be a 
good complement to Malkin. Given there should be a market for a player 
like him, the expectation should be that the Penguins would have to give 
up their 2022 first-rounder. 

For more of a middle-six option, how about Calle Jarnkrok out of Seattle? 
Another rental option, perhaps he wouldn't necessitate trading that first-
rounder. 

But, if he's going to move any more futures, Hextall would prefer picking 
up a controllable player. When Carter was acquired last season, he had 
another year left on his deal and didn't cost a first-rounder. 

The Vancouver Canucks could have complementary scorer Conor 
Garland available, and he'd be more of a longer-term fit with another four 
years on his contract. Brock Boeser has the goal-scoring upside they 
seek and is 25 years old, but is due a $7.5 million qualifying offer as a 
summer RFA. J.T. Miller, signed through next season, is the best player 
the Canucks may trade, but his value has skyrocketed in recent weeks. 

There's the interesting Jim Rutherford-Patrik Allvin connection to 
Pittsburgh and, after mentioning last week that the Canucks desire a 
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defenceman to build a foundation on together with Quinn Hughes, Elliotte 
Friedman noted the Penguins do have a blueliner Vancouver covets. 

"The Canucks, it's known they're looking for a young defenceman. One of 
their targets is John Marino," Friedman said on Saturday's 32 Thoughts. 
"I don't know if this is going to happen though...It just sounds like it's 
been difficult to get a match." 

The debate around the Pens is whether or not to trade that first-rounder, 
something Hextall has not been keen on. Seven more days and we'll find 
out what his chosen path is. 

Seller in Focus: NY Islanders 

The goalie market is a weird one. Usually the movement at the position 
happens in the off-season, when teams search for bargain tandems, or 
bet a mid-range salary on a downward-trending talent rebounding again. 
The trade market for proven, No. 1 goalies isn't so well defined either. 

A week away from the trade deadline, though, there are a few teams who 
fancy themselves contenders that are on very shaky ground at the 
position. And if you're expecting to win a round or two, let alone the 
Stanley Cup, goaltending is about the last thing you want to feel nervous 
about. 

I explored the goalie market last week and the big takeaway is that there 
are plenty of backup options, but very few available who would be distinct 
and reliable upgrades. Marc-Andre Fleury is one, though his openness to 
a deal remains unclear. The only other might be New York's Semyon 
Varlamov, though with one more year still left on his contract the 
Islanders don't have to make that deal in the next week. 

The price certainly has to be right, and we'd imagine starts with a first-
round pick or equivalent prospect. If Fleury ends up wanting to stay in 
Chicago, Varlamov would become the top target. Would someone step 
up to meet Lamoriello's ask? 

Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said over a week ago that he would 
be sticking with Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek, and that his focus was 
adding to the blue line. Improving defence is certainly a must in Toronto -
- outlined thoroughly here by our own Justin Bourne -- but since Dubas 
made those comments, Campbell was forced out two weeks with a rib 
injury and Mrazek allowed eight goals on 49 shots in Thursday and 
Sunday losses. 

Edmonton is back to having a struggling Mike Smith on IR, relying on 
Mikko Koskinen to keep steady for an extended stretch, and with Stuart 
Skinner as the wild card. The Oilers are third in the Pacific now, with a 
defensive game that's been coming into form under Jay Woodcroft. GM 
Ken Holland has said he doesn't want to move assets for a rental, which 
might make Varlamov's extra year attractive -- if he'd be willing to sign off 
on a deal to Alberta (he has a 16-team no-trade list). Even Vegas, 
spiralling down the standings, now has uncertainty in the crease. 

All of those teams need to get to the playoffs and have high expectations 
to win at least a round (and honestly, probably more than that). 

While all eyes have been on Fleury as the top goalie available at the 
deadline, Varlamov and his extra year of control present an interesting 
alternative. 

What to watch for this week: 

• Claude Giroux will play the 1,000th game of his career Thursday at 
home to the Nashville Predators. Once past that milestone, Giroux's 
trade window opens, though Jeff Marek reported on Saturday that it's 
been "a little bit quiet" around him lately. 

• Another goalie-needy team, the Washington Capitals, will face the 
Islanders at home on Tuesday. 

• Toronto's most important game of the week comes Thursday at home 
to Carolina, a playoff measuring stick affair. As Frederik Andersen trends 
up again in a bid to make a late Vezina push, if whoever Toronto's starter 

is that night answers with a whimper, could this be the one that really 
nails home the need for a netminder? 

• The Penguins are in Arizona on Saturday. Could they leave with Phil 
Kessel back on their team? 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Here’s what the Western Conference standings look like today: 

Buyer in Focus: Vegas Golden Knights 

It's getting ugly folks. 

The Golden Knights start the week just one point up on Dallas for the 
final playoff spot, with four more games played. The Vancouver Canucks 
are even nipping at Vegas' heels , just three points back with a game in 
hand. 

Injuries have been a major factor in Vegas' slide. Mark Stone's two-way 
dominance has been missed. Reilly Smith is out and Max Pacioretty 
followed him Sunday. Alec Martinez is still out. Robin Lehner missed the 
last two weeks of February (when they went 1-3-1) and is now out 
indefinitely and with an uncertain status. 

That last one has led to a suddenly critical situation and now Vegas has 
to be considered in the goalie market. Even if Lehner was able to return, 
it's clearly a risky proposition to have Laurent Brossoit as the backup 
right now. With all the other roster chaos going on here, the Knights need 
to find some stability in net to try and get them through. 

Since Feb. 13, the only playoff team with a worse 5-on-5 save 
percentage than Vegas' .914 is the Toronto Maple Leafs. In that time, 
Vegas has allowed the fifth-fewest 5-on-5 shots per 60 and scored the 
10th-most 5-on-5 goals per 60. Granted they have allowed a heavy 
amount of high-danger chances, but Lehner could make up for some of 
that. Neither Brossoit nor Logan Thompson have proven that capability 
yet. 

Previously, Daily Faceoff's Frank Seravalli indicated the Golden Knights 
had called about bringing Fleury back, an idea the team immediately 
denied. But, again, if you're looking for a difference-maker at the position, 
there are only but a few options. 

Since adding Jack Eichel to the lineup, Vegas is 4-8-1, and while his 
arrival was supposed to fill the one last area of need they had (elite No. 1 
centre) the reality is there are tons of lineup issues right now. 

If there is one thing we know about the Vegas Golden Knights, it's that 
they don't do anything small. With a playoff spot now hanging in the 
balance, what do they have up their sleeve for us this trade deadline? 

Seller in Focus: Anaheim Ducks 

The most interesting team to watch at the deadline, the Ducks have the 
potential to be kingmakers. 

They have a pile of impact players to offer up to the rental market. Need 
a tough, physical defenceman who can play 20-plus minutes? Josh 
Manson is your guy. Rakell is a secondary scorer that more than a few 
teams could use; he is second on the Ducks in 5-on-5 goals. How about 
a cheap, bottom-six forward whose sandpaper style is always desired in 
the playoffs? Look no further than Nic Deslauriers. Then you wonder 
about Ryan Getzlaf, who was a late addition to the rumour mill at last 
year's deadline. Could he accept a change this time? The Ducks even 
have a younger player with contract control possibly on the block: Max 
Comtois led Anaheim in scoring a year ago, but the 23-year-old's follow 
up has been a challenging one. 

The biggest question of all for the week ahead though: Will GM Pat 
Verbeek get defenceman Hampus Lindholm under contract? 

Another pending UFA, Lindholm is a player the Ducks simply cannot let 
go for nothing. While it's been reported that Anaheim is wary to invest too 
much term in any of its UFA re-signings, Lindholm, 28, might have to be 
an exception if they realistically hope to keep him. He'd be the best 
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defenceman available -- if he is indeed available -- in trade, and shouldn't 
have much trouble getting a long-term offer from someone in the 
summer. 

It was a good start to the year for Anaheim, but they've faded and aren't 
quite ready to challenge yet. The Ducks are 4-9-1 since the All-Star 
break and four teams now separate them from a playoff spot. They are 
firm sellers and could be key to a busy few days of dealing. 

What to watch for this week: 

• If Jakob Chychrun is moved by March 21, it has the potential to be the 
biggest deal of the day. The ask is reportedly huge for the young 
defenceman. So the news that he will be out two to four weeks with a 
lower-body injury on Monday figures to have an impact on he market. 
The Coyotes play in Ottawa and Montreal Monday and Tuesday before 
returning home for a Saturday game against Pittsburgh. 

• The Oilers have three home games this week against Detroit, Buffalo 
and New Jersey. It's an opportunity to build up some confidence, space 
in the standings, and expectations for something notable to be added at 
the deadline. 

• There are eight standings points available to the Canucks this week, 
with home games against New Jersey, Detroit, Calgary and Buffalo. If 
they are able to get six of them, it would require Vegas to win two of their 
three games (@WPG, vs. FLA, vs. LAK) to remain ahead in the 
standings. 

• Colorado's Gabriel Landeskog will have knee surgery and the team 
hopes he'll be back for the stretch. Defenceman Sam Girard is expected 
to miss at least four weeks. There are seven weeks left in the regular 
season. With Landeskog on a more uncertain timeline, will he land on 
LTIR this week, and expand Colorado's options at the deadline? 

• Four games left until the deadline for the San Jose Sharks -- they can't 
possibly go past Sunday's game at home to Arizona without Tomas 
Hertl's name on a contract extension and still keep him, can they? 

• Los Angeles will be in Vegas Saturday night where they could perform 
well enough, and/or increase their standings lead enough, on the Golden 
Knights to inspire the front office to perhaps go into the trade market 
more than they would have as a bubble team. 

• Minnesota, soft on defence and in goal for the past number of weeks, 
play just two more games before the deadline: at home to Boston and 
Chicago Wednesday and Saturday. That's a lot of time for GM Bill Guerin 
to think long and hard about how he wants to approach this team before 
next season's Parise-Suter cap penalties pinch them. 

• Dallas' Braden Holtby missed Saturday's game with a lower-body injury. 
Monitor his situation this week. A possible trade candidate, the Stars may 
prefer to keep him as insurance in their own run. But an injury to Holtby 
may even make it less likely that someone like Anton Khudobin would be 
moved. 

• Seven more days and just two more games before the Anaheim Ducks 
have to either have Hampus Lindholm signed, or add a top-tier 
defenceman to the market. 

• Chicago plays at home to Boston Tuesday and not again until Saturday 
in Minnesota. Will Marc-Andre Fleury make up his mind before getting on 
that flight? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Improved five-on-five play gives Oilers fans reason for 
optimism 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — It is far less important where a playoff team finishes in 
the standings, history tells us, than how that team is playing when the 
tournament begins. This isn’t just sweet music to the ears of an 
Edmonton Oilers fan, but a cold fact in a league that usually features two 
upsets in eight Round 1 series’ — sometimes three. 

The wrong injury at the wrong time, a cold goalie or a key player who just 
isn’t right can make up the difference between two clubs that finish within 
only five or six points of each other after an 82-game season. 

In Edmonton’s case, we’re not making the leap that Mikko Koskinen 
made on Monday, when he was asked about the narrative that he is a 
good goalie — until he’s asked to play too many games in a row. Then 
his game tends to dip. 

“I think that’s something that you (media) guys made up in your heads. 
I’m not going to buy that,” Koskinen said, staying true to his claim that he 
doesn’t pay attention to history, only to the next game on the schedule. 

Is he ready to be a No. 1 goalie down the stretch and into the playoffs? 
Koskinen laughed at the question: “Yes.” 

So there’s a place to start, as we dive into where the Oilers are with 23 
games to play, and where they could be when the playoffs start in May. 

Can Koskinen be a goalie who can play and win a seven-game series? 

Well, if he plays in 16 or 17 of the Oilers' final 23 games, and stays at the 
same level he has been at since Jan 22 — .922 save percentage, 2.46 
GAA, 9-1-2 record — then sure. Who cares about Koskinen’s past — it’s 
the right now that matters. 

But hold on here. Who says Koskinen has been a true No. 1? 

Koskinen has only started 12 of Edmonton’s 23 games in that span, or 
basically 50 per cent. That’s not a true No. 1, which you need in the 
playoffs. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The difference has been two-fold: His glove hand has improved vastly, 
and so has the team in front of him, of late. 

“For me it feels like we’re playing tighter. Taking time and space away, it 
makes the reads easier for me — you kind of (know) where the puck is 
going to go next,” he said. 

Better team, better goaltending. It’s not rocket science, is it? 

It is our belief that Edmonton will not acquire a goalie at the trade 
deadline 

Marc-Andre Fleury does not wish to play in Edmonton, we are told. Ditto 
Semyon Varlamov, who we are told will use his 16-team no trade list to 
stay on the Island. Anaheim’s John Gibson has a 10-team NTC list, on 
which Edmonton can be found. 

Jake Allen is injured, and we’re not sure why Montreal would trade him 
anyhow, considering the question marks surrounding Carey Price’s 
future. Dallas is not about to furnish a wild-card opponent with a solution 
(Braden Holtby) to their netminding woes. The New York Rangers might 
part with Alex Georgiev if they got a goalie back in the deal, but his 
numbers (.893, 3.15) stink. So do Joonas Korpisalo’s (.883, 3.95). 

So as much as Oilers Nation will despise this news, Edmonton will spend 
a couple more games attempting to get Mike Smith’s game back up to 
snuff. If that fails, in Stuart Skinner we trust. 

They’ll land a defenceman at the deadline. We’d prefer Carson Soucy 
from Seattle. 
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But the feeling is, if the team’s defensive play keeps getting better, that 
might just be the most realistic way to help the goaltending situation. 

Here’s what makes us bullish on Edmonton’s game since Jay Woodcroft 
took over on Feb. 11 

Being a poor five-on-five team with an excellent power play is a false-
floor premise. When the power plays go away in the playoffs, and five-
on-five play becomes more prevalent and important, those teams’ top 
weapon is mitigated. And they lose. 

What Edmonton is starting to become under Woodcroft is a better five-
on-five team that, when it gets all its people back, should still have a Top 
3 powerplay in the NHL. Here are some numbers: 

Under Tippett: 28-18-3, 140 GF, 146 GA, 88 GF at 5-on-5, 100 GA at 5-
on-5 

Under Woodcroft: 9-5-1, 50 GF, 41 GA, 31 GF at 5-on-5, 23 GA at 5-on-5 

We’ve been a broken record when it comes to the Oilers needing to keep 
the goals against down, and how their top players — Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl — must lead the way in that regard. Well, that’s 
exactly what is happening. 

In 15 games under Woodcroft at five-on-five, Draisaitl has been on the 
ice for 18 goals for and just five against for a plus-13. McDavid is 19 and 
11, for a plus-8. In 43 games under Tippett McDavid was plus-8, while 
Draisaitl was plus-5 in 44 games. 

When the leaders lead, the followers follow, and by the above stats you 
can see that Edmonton has gone from being minus-12 under Tippett in 
44 games to plus-8 under Woodcroft in 15 games. 

Toss in a power play that is emerging from some struggles, add in Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Jesse Puljujarvi upon their return, and you have the 
formula for a team that can compete well at five-on-five, with a power 
play that should be able to produce despite limited opportunities. 

That’s the kind of team that can win a round, perhaps two, in the post-
season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Scout's Analysis: Bargain depth forwards to target at 
NHL trade deadline 

 

Jason Bukala March 14, 2022, 1:30 PM 

 

As we continue our march towards the NHL trade deadline it’s time to 
take a look at forwards who could add more than just depth to contending 
teams, and could maybe be had in a value trade. 

We are starting to see trends develop with teams who are in and out of 
playoff contention. 

The games are getting harder. Defensive detail is being scrutinized. The 
transition speed of teams going on offence is being identified as an area 
of strength or weakness. General managers and coaches are having 
healthy conversations about the vision of what the team needs to add (or 
subtract) as they try to position themselves for immediate or long-term 
success. 

Sometimes, the biggest names are what teams chase at the deadline to 
try and put them over the top. But it’s also important to address the 
subtleties and maybe find someone who brings a very specific element to 
your team that’s missing. These players could have bigger impacts than 
we realize and won’t cost as much to acquire as the marquee players. 

With that part of the market in mind, here are some options for teams to 
consider in the build up to trade deadline 2022: 

Average time on ice is only a hair above 12 minutes. Don’t be misled. 
When this player is on the ice he creates a distraction. Highly 
competitive. One of the top shot blocking forwards in the league. He 
sacrifices his body in his zone. If you’re looking for a player who will get 
in the opponents’ grill this spring, consider Watson. He will provide a 
hard-nosed checking role and be used on the PK. One more year on his 
contract with a $1.5 million AAV. Worth making a call to investigate. 

Brandon Hagel: Chicago Blackhawks 

Full disclosure: It’s a mystery to me why this player’s name is making the 
rounds. I’m not sure there is a sub-170-pound forward in the league who 
plays harder than this kid right now. He plays quick, produces offence, is 
a thorn in the side of opponents and has a fantastic contract ($1.5 million 
AAV through 2023-24). If he is truly available he can instantly slide into 
the middle six of a forward group and is capable of moving up into top six 
in a pinch. 

Lawson Crouse: Arizona Coyotes 

He’s 6-foot-4, 220 pounds. Solid skater. Physical. On pace for 20 goals. 
Can be used in all situations. Battles in the hard areas. Power forward. 
He’s hard to play against. Everything you want in the playoffs -- enough 
said! Averages 17:31 of ice time a game and is on an expiring contract, 
to be an RFA this summer where he’ll get a raise on his $1.533 million 
AAV. 

Calle Jarnkrok: Seattle Kraken 

An active player who can create chaos. He works for his results. When 
he doesn’t have the puck he competes to get it back. If a team is looking 
for a three-zone effort player who can contribute secondary offence in the 
middle of the lineup and is reliable enough to be used in all situations, he 
should be a target. Averages 16:45 with an AAV of $2 million on an 
expiring deal. 

Vitali Kravtsov: New York Rangers 

For whatever reason(s) the marriage between the player and the 
organization doesn’t seem to be a fit. The Rangers will listen, but they 
aren’t giving him away for free. He could, potentially, be a piece of a 
bigger deal the team makes at the deadline. His game has looked strong 
in the KHL, averaging 16:34 of ice time playing for Traktor Chelyabinsk. 
He is being used at even strength and on the first power play unit. Looks 
comfortable and confident. Playing to the ID he displayed his draft year. 
Scoring off the rush and around the net. Battling along the wall. He also 
fits into the category or “future building block” for the team acquiring him. 
We won’t see him until next season, so this isn’t a play for 2022. Still, an 
interesting name to watch. 

Nicolas Deslauriers: Anaheim Ducks 

Role player to be sure, but if I’m running a team that looks like it might 
match up against someone like Calgary in the first round, he is the piece 
I might need to add to my lineup. He’s not just a hammer. He chips in 
with some offence at times. His 11 minutes of ice time are hard fought, 
determined, and heavy. If a team needs some muscle for their run this 
player is a consideration. He makes $1 million on an expiring contract. 

When submitting content, please abide by our  submission guidelines, 
and avoid posting profanity, personal attacks or harassment. Should you 
violate our submissions guidelines, we reserve the right to remove your 
comments and block your account. Sportsnet reserves the right to close 
a story’s comment section at any time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In wake of important win, Jets primarily concerned with 
Andrew Copp's health 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

ST. LOUIS — By his own admission, Mark Schieifele didn’t even see the 
hit that knocked Andrew Copp out of the game, but that didn’t prevent 
him from going over to the St. Louis Blues bench to give them a piece of 
his mind. 

The Winnipeg Jets centre wasn’t interested in getting into the specifics of 
what he shared in the verbal exchange, though it was clear he was both 
frustrated and concerned to see his close friend and former roommate 
get knocked out of the game by a neutral zone hit from Blues forward 
Oskar Sundqvist just 3:30 into the third period. 

The hit from Sundqvist wasn’t necessarily predatory in its nature, but it 
appeared to be high and it came from the blindside as well, although it 
went unpenalized. 

Copp exits game with injury after taking high hit from Blues' Sundqvist 

Copp recently missed six games with what was the fourth concussion of 
his career — which came on a high blindside hit from Minnesota Wild 
forward Jordan Greenway. 

Fortunately, Copp got up under his own power after he was knocked to 
the ice on Sunday, but he was irate as he departed, tossing his helmet as 
he made his way down the tunnel to the Jets’ dressing room. 

“I saw a guy on my team get hit and he was down. So, I think that’s kind 
of the way things go in this league,” said Scheifele, who scored his 22nd 
goal of the season in the third period to help the Jets earn a 4-3 overtime 
victory and improve to 27-23-10 overall. “I didn’t see it, so I had no idea if 
it was dirty or clean or what it was. But someone has got to go over there 
and say something.” 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler downplayed the theory the Jets may have 
used the hit as a rallying point, though the Jets struck twice in 63 
seconds just a few minutes after the play in question. 

“There wasn't any talk of that being a galvanizing moment on the bench. 
We were concerned for our teammate,” said Wheeler. “That's my point. 
We were concerned, for sure. Those are the instances in the game 
where it's pretty sobering. He's a young guy, and it's bigger than the 
game at that point. You're just concerned for him. Hopefully, he's feeling 
OK.” 

Copp’s health is the primary concern for everyone at this point. 

Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry didn’t have an update on the status 
of Copp, saying they would have a better idea once he was looked at by 
team doctors after returning home. 

The Jets are not expected to skate until Tuesday, so an update is likely 
not coming until after the morning skate. 

“I think any time you have a player with (concussion) history, you're going 
to have to be extremely cognizant and be safe with him and that was the 
decision,” said Lowry. “I saw two players colliding in the neutral zone. It 
becomes a puck battle, right? Two guys colliding. I thought it looked high, 
but things happen quick. They felt it wasn't a penalty to be called.” 

There has been plenty of speculation about whether or not Copp would 
be on the move prior to the NHL trade deadline next Monday, but that 
talk will be on the back burner until the diagnosis is made by the medical 
staff. 

Kenny and Renny talk Jets 

Sportsnet's Ken Wiebe and Sean Reynolds offer everything you need to 
know about the Winnipeg Jets on their podcast. 

The Kenny and Renny Show 

Sunday was the sixth game back for Nikolaj Ehlers, and thanks to an 
early slashing minor and subsequent 10-minute misconduct handed out 
to Evgeny Svechnikov, the dynamic Danish forward found himself 
bumped back up on a line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor. 

To say the trio had an impact on the outcome would be a massive 
understatement. 

Ehlers cranked up his speed game and found himself on a second two-
on-zero rush in as many games, this time converting a pass from Dubois 
for his 15th goal of the season. 

Connor buried the go-ahead goal in the third period, which was his team-
leading 37th. 

Then he started the play in overtime that led to Ehlers finding Dubois for 
the game-winner. 

There’s been plenty of chatter and debate about the Jets trying to 
balance out three lines and having at least one driver on each of them. 

But when the opportunity to have Ehlers move up presented itself, things 
clicked almost immediately. 

The evidence is compelling enough to keep the trio together, at least in 
the short term and quite possibly longer. 

The overtime goal came as a result of the Jets reverting to last season’s 
strategy, where they routinely deployed three forwards together and went 
on the offensive. 

The bold move worked once again as the Jets won for just the fourth time 
in 14 games that went beyond regulation. 

“It’s three guys out there that only have one thing in mind, and that’s 
scoring a goal,” said Dubois, who is up to 24 goals on the campaign. “For 
the other team, it’s a tough decision to make on who you want to send 
out there. I think in overtime it’s a matter of time before somebody scores 
a goal. I say it’s a tough decision to make, because you don’t really want 
to send just three guys to defend, you want to win, too. But it’s a tough 
decision, and I think it can lead to good things like (on Sunday).” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The Jets got a solid performance from goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who 
made 28 saves and snapped a string of six consecutive starts of allowing 
four goals or more. 

One of his best saves of the contest was on Blues winger David Perron, 
who rifled a shot that whistled off the left shoulder of Hellebuyck. 

Earlier in the game, Perron actually tapped Hellebuyck on the back of the 
pants when he robbed him by making a save with the handle of his goal 
stick. 

“I will tell you what, (Hellebuyck) gave us a chance to win, like he does 
every night,” said Lowry. “He made some big saves early. He kept us in 
the hockey game. He allowed us an opportunity to settle in and get into a 
rhythm.” 

The Jets closed out the season series with the Blues with a record of 3-0-
1 (the lone defeat coming in a shootout), securing seven out of a possible 
eight points against a Central Division rival that is solidly above the 
playoff line and currently occupies second place. 

In a season where the Jets have struggled to put together lengthy 
winning streaks or extended periods of consistent play, they’ve played 
some of their best hockey against the Blues. 

“I don’t think it’s a special recipe we’ve got for them,” Dubois reasoned. 
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That may be the case, but now the Jets will be looking to try and carry 
that over against the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday night. 

Despite the up and down play, the Jets are now 5-2-1 over the past eight 
games and pulled within four points of the Golden Knights (the Jets also 
hold a game in hand) in the chase for the second wild card berth in the 
Western Conference. 

With two head-to-head meetings coming over an eight-day span, this is 
the latest in a long line of opportunities to narrow the gap in the 
standings. 

A split of those contests is unlikely to be good enough, since the Jets 
have only 22 games remaining in the regular season and the margin for 
error remains razor thin. 

“A lot of these games to the end of the year, we have to win them,” said 
Dubois. “Whether it’s them or anybody else, we can’t lose too many 
games.” 
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TSN.CA / Bunting deserves the Calder this season 

 

Travis Yost 

 

By now you are familiar with Toronto Maple Leafs winger Michael 
Bunting – an undersized, frenetic winger who loves to create turmoil in 
front of opposing goaltenders. His season has been so good, it’s drawn 
significant Calder Trophy attention. 

Bunting is not your typical Rookie of the Year candidate, but we have 
seen this movie before. A late bloomer – either one who developed over 
the years in the American Hockey League or in competitive international 
leagues – has won the award in the past. 

Minnesota Wild sniper Kirill Kaprizov won it a season ago at the age of 
24; Russian winger Artemi Panarin was the same age when he won it 
back in 2015-16 with the Chicago Blackhawks. At the age of 26, Bunting 
would be the oldest winner since Calgary Flames winger Sergei Makarov 
captured the award in 1989-90 at the age of 31, which prompted a rule 
change that makes players eligible for the Calder only if they are no more 
than 26 by Sept. 15 of their rookie season. 

Last summer, Toronto’s front office cited Bunting’s increasing goal 
production and general tenacity as key reasons for bringing him into the 
lineup. Bunting has delivered in spades on that front. Playing inside of 
the top six for most of the regular season, he’s scored 20 goals and 27 
assists (47 points) in 59 games. On a per-minute basis, Bunting’s scoring 
grades in the 85th percentile, and that’s with extraordinarily little time on 
the power play. 

The raw scoring numbers are fantastic. But points alone shouldn’t dictate 
a Calder Trophy candidacy – it hinders defencemen and goaltenders in a 
given race, it makes cross-position comparisons impossible, and 
devalues important defensive contributions from the player. 

To that end, regression-based measures like Goals Above Replacement 
are more appropriate, where a player’s contributions in all facets of the 
game are measured. What we care about ultimately is how many goals 
and wins a player is adding to the standings. Nothing more, nothing less. 

If we look at a 10-year distribution of Goals Above Replacement for 
rookie skaters, we find most rookies are indiscernible from replacement-
level players. That makes sense. We see others struggle, and similarly, 
we see a handful of skaters each year take the league by storm. 

To build a bit of confidence in the measure, the three highest grades over 
the past 10 years belong to Colton Parayko in 2015-16 (+23 goals), Mark 
Stone in 2014-15 (+21 goals), and Mathew Barzal in 2017-18 (+21 
goals). Parayko finished eighth in Calder voting. Stone was a runner up, 
while Barzal won the award. 

Let’s translate it to this season. The table on the left shows each year’s 
Calder winner and their respective Goals Above Replacement 
contributions relative to the 2021-22 class. Bunting isn’t just in the pole 
position for his group; he’s putting significant daylight between himself 
and his competitors. 

Voters certainly aren’t perfect (Jonathan Huberdeau’s win in 2012-13 
was specious and borne out of a bit of a weaker class), but you can see 
there is a clear positive relationship between what voters are seeing and 
what the numbers are suggesting. It’s worth pointing out that Bunting’s 
season hasn’t just been great – by this measure, only Barzal was better 
over the entirety of his rookie year, and Bunting has games remaining. 

The interesting dichotomy for this season’s vote is less so about 
positions, and more so about relative team strength. Perhaps the most 
talked-about candidate beyond Bunting, deservedly so, is Detroit 
defenceman Moritz Seider. 

Seider has been sensational for an otherwise bad Red Wings team, and 
he’s doing it as a 20-year-old anchored to a struggling Danny DeKeyser. 
Full stop, Seider is every bit deserving of this award. 

In many ways he reminds me of the early days of Ottawa’s Erik Karlsson, 
an obviously ultra-talented player whose broader production was 
hampered by the weakness of the team around him. Goals Above 
Replacement likes him for this very reason – the Red Wings are abjectly 
better with him on the ice. (At even strength this year, Detroit has been 
outscored 58-56 with Seider on the ice. When Seider goes to the bench, 
they are out-scored 112 to 79.) 

But the primary argument to weaken Bunting’s candidacy – that he is 
merely a beneficiary of playing with Auston Matthews – doesn’t hold up. 
There is no doubt Matthews’ shooting and playmaking ability makes 
Bunting a more effective attacker. That said, if Bunting were wholly 
reliant on Matthews (or even Mitch Marner as another example), we 
wouldn’t see a relationship like this:   

Seider is having an outstanding year and deserves Calder votes. In an 
age-capped vote, he is in the driver’s seat to win this thing. But Bunting 
found himself in a prime position alongside one of the best players in the 
league and has delivered in dramatically positive fashion. 

Assuming this holds, Bunting deserves the Calder this season. 
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