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Hurricanes’ Brendan Smith details the puck to the head that fractured his skull 

By Chip Alexander 

The paralysis lasted only a few seconds, but for Brendan 
Smith, it seemed longer. 

“An eternity,” he said Tuesday. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was hit by a puck 
behind the left ear, just underneath his helmet, as he 
attempted to block a shot Feb. 20 against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Doctors later would tell him he suffered a fracture 
of the mastoid bone. They also told him it could have been a 
lot worse. 

“I got lucky,” Smith said. “Someone is looking after me up 
there. The doctor said, yeah, it’s a tough injury but it’s kind of 
a blessing it was where it was.” 

But at first, Smith said he had no feeling in his arms and 
legs. That’s what he told Canes trainer Doug Bennett as 
Bennett quickly bolted onto the ice. A lot of fear can fill a few 
seconds. 

“Then it was like everything came back — my legs, my feet, 
my hands and everything,” Smith said. “That was a really 
good feeling. I was able to skate off and I didn’t think 
anything was broken or anything. I was able to recognize 
where I was. I was with it. 

“Then we went to the doctor and there was bad news.” 

The good news: Smith’s recovery has been relatively quick. 
After missing the past 10 games, he was medically cleared 
Tuesday and joined a limited Canes practice at PNC Arena. 

Smith, 33, said does not yet have full hearing in his ear but 
was able to joke, “I can deal with that. Just yell a little 
louder.” 

He also noted that he could have taken the puck in the jaw 
and broken it. “Then we’re talking months of eating through a 
straw,” he said. 

Smith’s injury was followed the next game by an upper-body 
injury to defenseman Tony DeAngelo against Philadelphia. 
Missing two D-men, the Canes recalled Jalen Chatfield from 

Chicago of the AHL while readjusting the power-play units — 
Jaccob Slavin replaced DeAngelo as the quarterback on one 
unit while Ethan Bear took over for Slavin on the second. 

DeAngelo, out for nine games, returned to practice Tuesday 
but has not been cleared to play. Chatfield has been 
reassigned to the Chicago Wolves. 

“We have a good group and obviously they’ve been playing 
really hard and really well, and you see a guy like ‘Chatty’ 
jump up — I mean, he’s an NHL defenseman in my mind,” 
Smith said. 

Signed as a free agent in the offseason to bolster the team’s 
defense, Smith has been a healthy scratch at times this 
season for the Canes (41-13-5), playing 28 games. He also 
was sidelined by COVID-19 in late December. 

Then came the shot by Danton Heinen of the Pens that 
fractured his skull. In a sport and at a position where injuries 
are both expected and plentiful, Smith said this was the 
worst of his 11-year career. 

“It’s a tough injury and tough to come back,” Canes assistant 
coach Tim Gleason said Tuesday. “The way he went down, 
it’s tough to watch and re-watch. It tells you he’s willing to do 
whatever it takes (to return).” 

Smith said he will wear extra protective equipment in games. 
But he’s ready to get back in the lineup as the Canes gear up 
to play three games in four days beginning with their road 
game Thursday in Toronto. 

And blocking shots? Smith’s ready for that, too, if need be. 

“My wife had some conversations with me about that but I’ll 
be out there blocking shots,” he said. “Nothing’s going to 
change. My game doesn’t change.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Toronto Maple Leafs 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Scotiabank Arena, Toronto. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM
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Stanley Cup contender checklist: How does each playoff team stack up? 

By Shayna Goldman and Dom Luszczyszyn 

Roster building is sort of like cooking: every flavor has merit, 
but the most delicious meals are crafted with the right high-
quality ingredients from a chef who knows how to mix 
everything together. Stylistically, there isn’t one right answer 
for how to build a team, as long as it’s constructed with good 
players that fit properly throughout the lineup. 

The Stanley Cup recipe is a difficult one to master as there 
are different ways to interpret it, but looking at how it was 
cooked before offers some helpful patterns toward success. 
Based on a decade of championship meals from the 2010s, 
there are 10 common elements to look for when crafting a 
team worthy of contending. Every fine meal starts with a 
grocery list, and this one — the Cup Checklist — is no 
different. 

 Elite first-line center that’s among the very best 
players in the world. 

 Elite first-line winger to support the elite center. 

 Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two 
lines. 

 Top-line center to play behind the elite center.  

 Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle 
six. 

 Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

 A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him.  

 A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong 
second pair with the No. 2.  

 Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft 
minutes on the third pair.  

 A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

It’s possible to make a great-tasting meal that’s Cup-worthy 
without every ingredient accounted for, but the best meals 
are the ones that have as many ingredients accounted for as 
possible. Not every team has it all, but the ones that have the 
most are the ones that are usually closest to competing for 
the Stanley Cup. 

So does your team’s meal belong on Master Chef or Kitchen 
Nightmares? That’s the question teams have to be asking 
themselves going into the trade deadline because it’s the last 
chance to go to the market and improve their dish with a 
secret ingredient or two before it heads to the oven. 

Every team will find themselves shopping over the next week 
with one common goal — to make the best meal possible. 
Some teams only need a finishing touch, some teams need 
spices to kick the flavor up a notch, and some teams are 
missing an entire side dish.  

With the help of the Cup Checklist, we looked at what each 
playoff team already has and what it still might need in order 
to make the best possible dish. Who’s hungry? 

Cup Checklist legend 

Gold Checkmark: Exceeds expectations, above acceptable 
range from average Cup-winner  

Black Checkmark: Right on target, in line with average Cup-
winner 

Grey Checkmark: Passable, below average relative to 
average Cup-winner 

Red X: A hole in the lineup, below acceptable range from 
average Cup-winner 

A five-star meal 

Calgary 

Shayna: The Flames really are one of the best teams in the 
league; they were projected to check off each of the 
guidelines, and their actual play has only exceeded that 
across the board. The Tyler Toffoli addition really rounded 
out the team, adding even more depth to their middle six. I 
see why management could tweak the roster a bit more at 
the deadline, just to ensure they maximize their chances as 
much as possible before facing some tricky decisions this 
summer … but I’d be a little worried that too much tweaking 
(like, I don’t know, adding Ben Chiarot) might screw up what 
they’ve built.  

Dom: I don’t see the Chiarot fit, especially with how well the 
third pair has been playing of late. But if anyone can get the 
most out of one of the most controversial trade assets this 
year, it’s Darryl Sutter. Again, just look at how well the third 
pair has been playing. 

If there is a hole to be filled, it’s upgrading at center — that’s 
where the Flames look a bit vulnerable compared to other 
contenders. Elias Lindholm has played out of his mind this 
season, but the safest expectation is still on the low-end of 
Cup-winning top-line centers. Below him, it gets dicier. 
Mikael Backlund is passable as the team’s second-line 
center, but the Flames would be better served having 
someone between Lindholm and Backlund. That would really 
make this lineup pop. 

One other question: Rasmus Andersson has been a 
revelation this year — but is he a top dog on a Cup-worthy 
team? The Flames have a deep top four, but no lead guy. 

Shayna: That’s a good question — does a team need that 
standout number one if they have such a strong top-four? 
Can Andersson kick it up a notch to reach that level? If he 
can’t, it’s not like they can just up and acquire a top-pair 
defender right now, so they do have to make the best of what 
they have (and what they have is really good).   
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Dom: Exactly. But if they can find a way to magically acquire 
Tomas Hertl, they should run not walk to that deal. 

Tampa Bay 

Dom: Of course the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champions check all the boxes. The Lightning have one of 
the best elite cores in the league and continue to have an 
excellent supporting cast behind it. That was a major 
concern after losing their entire shutdown line last offseason, 
but they’ve seen some players really step up in their 
absence. 

Tampa Bay doesn’t really have many holes to fill, but there 
are a couple of question marks that need answering. At the 
top of the list, surprisingly, is Brayden Point. Tampa Bay has 
won two championships with him so there is little concern 
that it can’t, but that was with Point playing better hockey. An 
average top-line center on a Cup winner is closer to four 
wins, not three, and Point has taken a bit of a step back this 
year in terms of production and play-driving. He has the 
ability to elevate his game in the playoffs so it’s likely a moot 
point, but it is something to be cognizant of. 

Shayna: If any player can elevate their game when the 
stakes are high, it’s Point — he’s a big game player and the 
Lightning are obviously relying on that. Maybe not having 
Nikita Kucherov earlier in the season plays into the results 
falling a bit below production? Then again, he did manage all 
of the last regular season without him.  

I don’t really see the Lightning adding anything besides 
depth; they really can’t afford it anyway. A Tyler Motte-like 
player seems fitting to add some more speed into their 
bottom-six and a disruptor on the penalty kill — after losing 
their entire third line, that could generate some short-handed 
offense.  

Florida 

Shayna: Is this the best Panthers team yet? It might just be. 
It helps that their $10 million goaltender is playing at a high 
level this season, though there are obviously going to be 
questions about how he handles the pressure once it’s 
playoff time.  

Their core players are all either exceeding their projections 
or are bang on with them, and that helps them reach that 
contender caliber they need to have a deep playoff run. It’s 
hard to pinpoint one MVP — maybe it’s Aleksander Barkov 
or a healthy Aaron Ekblad. But their core, including Jonathan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar, are helping the 
Panthers get to the heights they need to reach. Mason 
Marchment’s breakout and the addition of Sam Reinhart only 
solidify their case even more. Same with rookie Anton 
Lundell.  

The one area that falls short is their third pair on defense, I 
think. And it seems like the blue line is something 
management wants to address — they see the potential of 
this team, and an impending cap crunch ahead, so best to 
make the most of this stellar season, which won’t be easy 
given the strength of some of the Eastern Conference teams 
they’re going to have to face. 

Dom: I hate how much Marchment breaks the model, but 
that third line is lethal. This is not a team that needs any 

forward depth and this might be one of the deepest groups 
we’ve seen in a long time. The defense is a different story 
though. As great as that top pair has been, I’m a little worried 
about those bottom two pairs. The Panthers probably need 
one more top-four defenseman because I’d be nervous with 
Radko Gudas as my number four. 

Carolina 

Dom: The Hurricanes’ Core Four — Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Jaccob Slavin, Frederik Andersen — is perfectly 
Cup-caliber. Only two other teams can say the same thing: 
Colorado, and Tampa Bay if you assume Point is better than 
GSVA currently rates him. That’s good company and a major 
reason the Hurricanes look like the real deal this season. 

After those four though, there are some question marks. Is 
Vincent Trocheck a Cup-caliber second-line center? Can 
Brett Pesce return to last year’s elite form? Will Martin Necas 
be able to shake off his post-break-out slump? The talent is 
there for all three to do so, but I’d be a little concerned based 
on their play this season. 

Another issue — only one player, Tony DeAngelo, with a 
golden checkmark. That ranks 14th out of the 18 teams here. 
Carolina has the depth to check every box and slot everyone 
in the right role, and that’s their primary advantage. But do 
the Hurricanes have the necessary oomph to compete with 
teams like Colorado, Tampa Bay and Calgary who have a bit 
more star power? 

Shayna: Carolina, to me, is a team that’s greater than the 
sum of their parts — and those parts are quite good in the 
first place! Their aggressive systems and special teams 
strength are going to work to their advantage come playoffs. 
But is that enough? Their road to the Cup Final is not going 
to be easy; it could include Washington, Pittsburgh, and a 
Florida team, all of whom have that star power that can 
change a game in seconds. I just think maybe there needs to 
be a bit more assurance that their supplementary players 
can support that core four as much as they need.  

Dom: I’ll take Aho and Svechnikov over Washington’s top 
forward duo, and I think there’s a case that they’re on par 
with Pittsburgh’s, too. But it could be the difference against a 
Florida team — or Colorado and Calgary in the Final. 

Pittsburgh 

Shayna: At the top of the Penguins’ lineup, most of their core 
players are matching their projections pretty closely, which is 
encouraging. Emily Pfalzer’s husband Mike Matheson has 
really stepped up his game this season to add some 
defensive support, too. But I just think they need some more 
help in the middle of their lineup — both up front and on the 
blue line. I’m not too concerned with John Marino long-term, 
but there are some hiccups in his game this season. And 
Kasperi Kapanen isn’t providing enough offense in the 
middle six.  

It feels like the potential is there for Pittsburgh to go on a run 
— and given how many contracts are expiring this offseason, 
it feels like they should go for at least one more run with their 
core. So maybe they do need to be a bit more aggressive in 
the next week to supplement their top players more and 
really get the best out of this group one more time.  
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Dom: The top group is great and Tristan Jarry looks fixed. 
The primary support group looks strong too, especially with 
the way Evan Rodrigues has played this year. But after that, 
things get thin and while it is ‘passable’ it’s less than what a 
typical Cup team has. The Penguins might not have the 
depth to hang with Carolina in the Metropolitan division. 

Shayna: Exactly — and if they want it to work with this core, 
maybe they should make one of the biggest splashes at the 
deadline. Run toward a J.T. Miller or Tomas Hertl, and see 
what can happen. 

Colorado 

Dom: Colorado technically doesn’t make the cut here — the 
Avalanche have one red X — but it’s so low priority and the 
rest of the team is so strong that it felt like a crime not to 
include them in this tier. There’s also a chance that red X is 
completely nullified if Bowen Byram finds a way to return to 
the lineup in time for the playoffs. Big if, but that would be a 
massive boost. 

Defensive depth is Colorado’s one area of concern, 
especially with Samuel Girard taking a sizeable step back 
this season. The addition of Josh Manson could help with 
that and solidify the top four, but for now that’s a question 
mark. 

Everywhere else? That’s a decisive win for the Avalanche 
who not only have the best elite core of any team, but also 
the best support core too. Colorado is so good that its next 
three skaters — Nazem Kadri, Gabriel Landeskog and 
Devon Toews — would check off the right boxes in the elite 
core. That’s something no other team can say and it’s why 
there’s a whole lot of gold on the chart above. Colorado’s top 
end is second to none. 

Shayna: It’s all about depth in Colorado. Their goaltending 
doesn’t worry me, their top players stand out above so many 
of the rest around the league. Like you said, defensive depth 
is one glaring hole, and maybe they’ve just addressed it 
enough. But I think forward depth outside of the top six is 
one more concern; their bottom-six forwards haven’t all 
matched their projections and I think another player to add a 
scoring pop on that third line would take them to the next 
level just in case that top six gets shut down like they did last 
postseason.  

Dom: That, or just add Claude Giroux and call it a day. I want 
to see just how many star players one team can have. 

Just needs an extra pinch of salt 

Toronto 

Shayna: Oh, let me lead with the Maple Leafs, so you don’t 
seem too biased. I see how it is.  

Auston Matthews is having an MVP-caliber season that 
exceeds what was projected for this season, and having 
players like Michael Bunting step up to reach that next level 
alongside him and Mitch Marner only deepens a forward 
group that checks off the boxes a contender should be 
striving for.  

It’s the rest of their lineup that needs a bit of help. Morgan 
Rielly is almost matching his projection, but he’s on the lower 
end of that elite defender role. Maybe if there was more 

strength around him on the blue line, they could balance it 
out a bit more. But Jake Muzzin wasn’t reaching 
expectations before his injury, and neither is T.J. Brodie. So 
the missing ingredient may be another defenseman to 
elevate their play.  

The other issue is whatever the hell is happening in net. Jack 
Campbell’s fallen so far over the last month or so, and his 
backup, Petr Mrazek, isn’t instilling any confidence in net 
either.  

What do you think? 

Dom: At one point in the season Campbell looked like The 
Answer in net, but the last two months before his injury were 
seriously rough. I don’t know what the best solution is there 
because goaltending is always tricky. With Muzzin and 
Brodie, there should be enough belief in their priors that they 
can be good enough in the playoffs. Campbell’s play has 
been much more worrying. Even taking his strong priors into 
account, he’s way off where he should be as a starting goalie 
on a Cup-caliber team. 

The question is whether there is an answer out there. Marc-
Andre Fleury could be it, but his most recent stretch has 
been nearly as bad as both Toronto goalies. Maybe James 
Reimer — but that only fixes the Mrazek problem. Perhaps 
that’s enough, but it feels like something needs to be done 
there. The skaters are good enough to contend. The 
goaltending isn’t. 

Shayna: A potential return of Reimer to the Maple Leafs 
would make an awfully interesting redemption story. 

Vegas 

Dom: “Why would you say something so controversial yet so 
brave?” Ahem. Are we sureeeeeee Jack Eichel is a Cup-
caliber center? 

With a healthy Vegas lineup, that’s the only current concern 
with the lineup and it’s one that comes with a grain of salt. 
Eichel has the talent to be exactly that, an elite center, but 
hasn’t played a lot of hockey over the last two years. He 
hasn’t been dominant with Vegas just yet, but it may take 
time to get there coming off a major surgery. I have faith he 
can get there, but am also a bit cautious about anointing him 
as such right now. His numbers aren’t quite there. 

In due time and with better help around him, that should 
change. The bigger issue is how the team has played this 
season. Vegas’ top two defenders, Shea Theodore and Alex 
Pietrangelo, have been thoroughly unimpressive, while 
William Karlsson has taken a step back offensively. The 
three should be Cup-caliber, but none of them have played 
at that level this year.  

Getting more out of their best players is pivotal to Vegas’ 
success right now. That, and getting healthy. It’s hard to win 
when one-third of the players listed above aren’t in the 
lineup. 

Shayna: On paper, this team is built for a deep playoff run, 
but injuries and underperformers are just hindering their 
chances. Maybe it’s a matter of reaching the playoffs and 
hoping Mark Stone can return and be the game-changer 
that’s missing, and that’ll help keep players in the slots they 
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belong in this lineup. But they have to get there first, and 
there’s actually some reason to be concerned with their 
chances right now — especially with Robin Lehner being 
sidelined again.  

For the Golden Knights, it’s less about needing to add at the 
deadline — they’ve done a hell of a lot of adding these last 
couple of years. It’s all about actually seeing the roster 
they’ve built together, in one piece, and off of injured 
reserve.  

Boston 

Shayna: There’s a lot to like about this Bruins core. David 
Pastrnak’s hit his stride after a slower start on the 
scoresheet, Patrice Bergeron is still Patrice Bergeron with a 
Selke-caliber season at 36 years old. Plus there’s Brad 
Marchand and Charlie McAvoy playing at such a high level. 
Even Matt Grzelcyk checks out as a second elite defender. 
There’s a ton of potential here, but there are a couple of 
holes elsewhere.  

Maybe it doesn’t matter as much who plays between Taylor 
Hall and Pastrnak on that second line, since both are in (or 
exceed) that upper echelon for their respective positions. But 
we know the importance of center depth, and there just isn’t 
that top-line center-caliber player below Bergeron, between 
Charlie Coyle and Erik Haula. Adding a pivot would move 
their current 2C deeper in the lineup and only bolster their 
bottom-six.  

I know Jeremy Swayman doesn’t reach the heights of an 
average championship roster’s goaler, but I’m fine with their 
crease as long as they get a boost from their bottom-four 
defense.  

Dom: Swayman’s grade is mostly due to sample size where 
it’s better to be overtly cautious with a goalie’s performance. 
From what he’s shown so far, he looks like he has the 
potential to be more than capable enough. 

The biggest issue is down the middle and while Hall and 
Pastrnak can make any line sing, there’s still a gaping hole 
between them. Ever since David Krejci retired, this roster has 
had Hertl’s name written all over it. The Bruins won’t get too 
many more chances to contend with how old their core is — 
it’s time to swing for the fences here. Hertl would be a game-
changer in the Atlantic. 

It’s good, but missing a few key ingredients 

Minnesota 

Dom: The Wild have been reeling a bit of late, but this is still 
a really strong lineup with excellent depth. The support core 
and the depth core are among the best in the league 
headlined by Mats Zuccarello, Kevin Fiala, Matt Boldy and 
Marcus Foligno. The problem is they’re all wingers and down 
the middle remains a major area of concern for the Wild.  

Joel Eriksson Ek is a perfect support center, but Ryan 
Hartman as the top guy is where the team runs into 
problems. Having him between Kirill Kaprizov and Zuccarello 
certainly shields that issue on the top line, but the center 
deficit is noticeable compared to the league’s best teams. 
That’s not something that will be easy to fix at the deadline. 

A more pressing concern may be in between the pipes 
where Cam Talbot has been a major detriment to the team’s 
success. His .906 save percentage is pretty pedestrian given 
the strong defensive environment he plays in. Kaapo 
Kahkonen has been better, but he’s not a Cup-caliber option 
either. I’m not sure Marc-Andre Fleury can completely solve 
this problem given his play last season, but he won a Vezina 
Trophy just last year. That makes him a more worthwhile 
gamble than either of Minnesota’s current goalie options. 

Shayna: Hartman’s a step above Victor Rask, and maybe it 
seemed like the problems this roster once had were solved, 
but clearly not. There’s even more pressure to find an 
answer with next year’s cap situation in mind. But will 
management be that aggressive next Monday? 

St. Louis 

Shayna: The Blues have a strong forward group for a playoff 
team, but the one key piece stands out: Ryan O’Reilly 
doesn’t rate out as an elite first-line center. If he was either 
on the low end of the range for that position, or there were 
gold checkmarks up and down the top-six wings, maybe it 
wouldn’t stand out so much. But, to their credit, the actual 
performance of every other forward in the lineup at least 
reaches that caliber of the “average contender’s” roster.  

But that isn’t where the primary area of concern is. It’s on 
defense. And maybe if their blue line was stronger, it would 
help prop up the play of their forwards a bit more.  

Their top-rated defenders, Justin Faulk and Torey Krug, each 
fall on the lower end of the ideal ranges for their positions — 
the elite defenseman and the No. 1. Colton Parayko, despite 
leading the team in average ice time, should probably be the 
one in contention for the highest-ranked role on defense, but 
he doesn’t even hit top-pair-caliber after a rough start to the 
season. So finding another top-four back has to be their No. 
1 priority if they want to go on a meaningful run this spring, 
and hopefully, that elevates the play of those around them. 
Maybe a Jakob Chychrun, or even a Hampus Lindholm, 
could be the answer here? 

Dom: If the Blues could summon the 2019 versions of 
O’Reilly and Parayko then that chart would look much more 
promising. 

Washington 

Dom: The Capitals are a deep team, but the roster isn’t 
exactly overwhelming in any area. Aside from Alex 
Ovechkin’s miracle season, there isn’t enough gold on the 
roster to be overly optimistic about this team’s chances of 
contending. High-end talent has been an issue in every 
season since Washington won the Cup and it remains one 
this season. 

Ovechkin and John Carlson are capable members of an elite 
core, but the talent around those two is in decline. Down the 
middle, neither of Evgeny Kuznetsov or Nicklas Backstrom 
will cut it as the top center. Though Kuznetsov has nearly 
played well enough this season, that’s undermined by 
Backstrom doing the exact opposite behind him. The 
expectation of a Cup winner’s top two centers is 6.2 wins. 
Washington’s duo is closer to four. 
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If you believe those two can find their form come playoff 
time, that still leaves Washington with a pretty big problem in 
net. Neither of Vitek Vanecek or Ilya Samsonov look close to 
good enough. 

Shayna: Or maybe the Capitals saw that the year we all 
counted them out was the only one they won. There are just 
too many “ifs” before even getting to the net.  

Not ready for the oven just yet 

Dallas 

The Stars have an elite top line of Jason Robertson, Roope 
Hintz and Joe Pavelski. And now they’re down their Norris-
caliber defender Miro Heiskanen for the foreseeable future 
while they’re trying to battle for a playoff spot.  

Jake Oettinger’s played well over the last month, helping fuel 
the Stars’ turnaround, but this roster just … it’s just not near 
what it should be to legitimately contend. And buying to just 
reach the playoffs is so short-sighted if they’re destined for a 
meeting with either Colorado or Calgary in Round 1.  

New York 

Depth is the problem here and it would take several moves 
to move the Rangers away from their current paper tiger 
status to that of a worthy contender. One top-line winger, one 
top-four defender, and a couple of middle-six forwards 
should do the trick … 

A team being several pieces away isn’t ideal, but the 
Rangers may just have the high end to make such a splash 
worthwhile. Adam Fox is one of the best defenders in 
hockey, Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider are a terrific one-
two punch on the wing, and Mika Zibanejad has the potential 
to be a Cup-caliber center (he’s just barely off the cusp). 
That ain’t bad and Ryan Strome offers capable support on 
the next line, too. 

The biggest reason to invest though is to take full advantage 
of this magical season from Igor Shesterkin. He is the reason 
the team’s record is so strong. Giving him a better supporting 
cast will mean depending on Shesterkin to win less — and 
giving the team a better chance overall. Having the best 
goalie in the world is great. Having the best goalie in the 
world and a strong team in front of him is even better. 

When you consider some of the ages of their core players, it 
only confirms that. But it’s going to take reinforcements at the 
deadline and some tactical adjustments to help those 
underperformers play at the level this team needs.  

Edmonton 

The Oilers have two of the best forwards in the league. 
Unsurprisingly, those are their only gold checkmarks. Every 
other position that hits the blueprint is on the low end of the 
spectrum. Everything else falls short. There are flaws in their 
forward depth, on defense, and obviously in net. Should they 
be buying? Yes. Do we trust management to make the right 
moves to fix this roster? No.  

Vancouver 

The Canucks should be selling, plain and simple. The current 
playoff hopes are cute, and hell, they might just make it with 
how great they’ve been under Bruce Boudreau. But what’s 
the point if the final destination is just getting stomped in 
Round 1 by an actual contender? Vancouver has some fine 
pieces, but the team needs a lot of seasoning still. With Elias 
Pettersson and Quinn Hughes not quite in the league’s upper 
echelon yet, this isn’t the season to abandon the future, 
anyway. 

Nashville 

This roster is stronger than last year’s, thanks to players like 
Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen performing above their 
projections. This season hasn’t just been Juuse Saros 
standing on his head to make the team relevant — though 
he’s obviously a key reason why they’re in the playoff 
conversation again. The Filip Forsberg decision is what 
makes everything tricky. If they opt to keep him and plan to 
extend him, maybe it’s not the best decision to buy because 
there are so many gaps in the roster compared to a Cup-
caliber team. But if they decide to retain him as their own 
rental, maybe they should go on a spending spree to 
improve the positions in which they fall short. We’re back and 
forth here, but it all hinges on how they plan to proceed with 
their best forward.  

Los Angeles 

The Kings are one of this year’s biggest surprises and the 
model is still very steadfast that what we’re seeing out of 
them is a mirage. The depth remains a question mark across 
the board and the elite core simply isn’t what it needs to be 
to contend. It’s enough to be a playoff team — especially 
with the way Viktor Arvidsson and Drew Doughty have 
performed this year — but contending is a whole other ball 
game. Los Angeles isn’t ready for that yet. It might be worth 
pursuing some players with term — Jakob Chychrun comes 
to mind — but rentals should be out of the question. Either 
way, there shouldn’t be pressure to make a splash for this 
year’s playoffs.
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Writers Roundtable: Approaching The Final Stretch 

Presidents' Trophy discussion, who has the confidence 
flowing and looking at the value of first-year playoffs for Seth 
Jarvis 

By Scott Burnside and Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Welcome to mid-March. Five months ago 
yesterday the Carolina Hurricanes hosted the New York 
Islanders, kicking off their 2021-22 regular season.   

Now, we've got just six weeks to go and the trade deadline is 
literally days away from this writing. 

The true stretch run to the 2022 playoffs will officially be on 
when the dust clears from the 3 p.m. ET March 21 deadline. 

It's an exciting time for the game with the urgency building as 
the playoffs come more and more into focus. At least for 
those teams that will be in the 16-team mad scramble for the 
big silver cup, like the Hurricanes. 

Let's take a look at the state of the team and several other 
items. 

Scott Burnside: Well, Walt, the let's start at the top or rather 
the race for the top which is a discussion the Hurricanes 
have been in on since blazing out of the gate back in 
October. As I pen this the Hurricanes are the top team in the 
Eastern Conference and are two points behind Colorado in 
the race for the Presidents' Trophy with a game in hand. 
They are two points ahead of Florida with the same number 
of games played. Of course this changes seemingly by the 
hour but it's a great stretch-run narrative. A little history 
lesson. Since 2002 three teams have won the Presidents' 
Trophy and gone on to win the Stanley Cup, Detroit in 2002 
and 2008 and Chicago in 2013. So, do you actually believe 
in the 'race' for the Presidents' Trophy? Is it a worthy pursuit? 
For me I like the idea that striving to be the top regular 
season team which then means home ice advantage as long 
as you're in the playoff tournament adds some needed 
urgency for a team that is more or less assured a playoff 
spot. What say you on this matter? 

Walt Ruff: I'll be honest, I don't see the Presidents' Trophy as 
a high-ranking honor. Few remember who finishes the 
regular season with the best record, it's all about who is the 
last team standing at the end of the postseason, right? 

Burnside: Let me follow that up with this. The only team with 
fewer home regulation losses than Carolina's four (they are 
23-4-2 at this moment) is Colorado with three. And having 
watched on the edge of my seat the recent Hurricanes 2-0 
win over the powerful Avalanche in Raleigh, the first time the 
Avs were shut out this season, I think there is a distinct value 
in having home ice advantage for this Carolina team. Some 
teams it doesn't really matter home or away. And you can 

make the argument that starting on the road in a playoff 
series is actually desirable because the pressure is always 
on the home team especially early in a series. And of course 
the Hurricanes had home ice against Tampa in the second 
round last playoff year and dropped the first two games 
creating a hole from which they could not emerge. In other 
words home ice is an advantage unless it's not. Does any of 
that make sense or more to the point what sense do you 
make of this? 

Ruff: I think the Canes are in a win-win position here. PNC 
Arena is one of the best home environments in the league, 
and even when they're not playing there, the team's 18 road 
wins rank tied for second in the league right now. They're 
just fine, home or road. Jordan Martinook offered a strong 
quote about the Raleigh-faithful after Saturday's win over 
Philadelphia, so you know the guys enjoy having the crowd 
behind them. On the other hand, when Rod Brind'Amour was 
asked earlier this year about why his team has had so much 
success on the road, he highlighted consistency as the 
reason. He shared that he likes his team to play the same 
way, home or road. Seems like it's worked out pretty well on 
both sides of the coin. 

Burnside: I guess that's why they call them rookies, but it's 
been interesting to see how the head coach has handled 
promising first-year player Seth Jarvis. There was a time 
during one of our earlier roundtables when we might have 
been discussing Jarvis's place among the best rookies in the 
NHL but as is the case with lots of teenagers who make the 
jump from junior to the NHL the learning curve is steep and 
hitting the wall is a frequent rite of passage. Jarvis just turned 
20, he's proven on many nights he's a skilled player who 
belongs in an NHL lineup. But he's also managed just two 
assists since Jan. 30 and hasn't scored since Jan. 21 and 
has missed the last couple of games resting a minor hip 
injury. These are crucial times for a young player and the 
great thing for Jarvis is that he has done the work to begin 
with as a responsible player on both sides of the puck which 
is critical to getting and keeping a place in Brind'Amour's 
lineup. But it won't hurt him to see some games from the 
press box and continue to work with Jeff Daniels and 
Brind'Amour as we hit the dog days of a long, long NHL 
season. The team's depth is going to be tested and tested 
again if the Canes are to go on the kind of playoff run their 
regular season suggests is possible. I'm positive the 
coaching staff are reinforcing to Jarvis that he's going to be a 
part of that, and maybe a big part. You spent time with Jarvis 
and spoke to his family about his assimilation in a fine piece 
Walt, what is your take on what happens down the stretch for 
the young forward and this current stretch for him? 

Ruff: The recent injury is obviously a bummer, but anything 
that happens the rest of the way is a good learning 
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experience for Seth. Him getting and staying healthy is the 
first priority. If he can contribute when in the lineup, that's 
fantastic too. Keep in mind though, this is just year one of 
what will hopefully be a 20-year career for Jarvis. Not many 
rookies get to experience the playoffs in their first year, but 
he will. That's not something that is going to leave him either. 
He's part of a group that will most likely be expected to make 
the playoffs again next year and the next several years, 
given the youth of their current core of players. 

Burnside: At one point not too long ago you and I were 
talking about players poised to have a strong second half 
and I think I highlighted captain Jordan Staal. (Do you like 
how I subtly dropped in a rare solid prediction victory by 
me?) Since February 10 Staal has picked up six goals and 
added four assists including a game-winning goal against 
Columbus and a two-goal performance against his old mates 
from Pittsburgh. Staal, for me, is one of those rare players 
whose value far exceeds his presence on the score sheet. 
Still, it must feel good to be contributing on that level for 
Staal. Have you seen anything in Staal's play that has been 
different in recent weeks Walt? And by extension it's hard to 
explain how important Staal's line that includes Jesper Fast 
and Nino Niederreiter has been in shutting down opposing 
teams' top players while contributing offense on a regular 
basis thanks to their relentless forechecking and puck 
pursuit. That's a playoff line if ever there was one. By the 
way, that line needs a good name Walt. Will you get on that 
please? 

Ruff: Jordan's playing with confidence now, which, is 
something of course that is a lot easier to achieve when the 
numbers are there. Isn't it funny that we've seen the top six 
rotate pieces as of late, but there's been zero change to the 
third line? That's how good they've been. Production-wise, 
could you make the argument that Nino Niederreiter 

deserves a shot on one of the top two lines? Definitely. But 
the third line has just been so vital that and consistent that 
you can't split them up.  

Burnside: And finally from my end Walt, just a nod to the 
effervescence and general upbeat nature of netminder Antti 
Raanta a.k.a. Father Finn who has proven himself of late not 
just to be a great mentor but a terrific yin to Frederik 
Andersen's yang. The playoffs are, of course, where 
everything gets proven.  There is no doubt but when you look 
around the NHL and see the number of teams, especially 
contending teams, who have goaltending conundrums. The 
tandem of Anderson and Raanta, who have a Jennings 
Trophy awarded for the fewest goals allowed in the league 
within their sights, is a welcome security blanket. Not sure 
you could have drawn it up any better especially with Raanta 
going 7-3-1 in his last 11 decisions including the sparkling 
shutout in the aforementioned win over Colorado when 
Andersen wasn't feeling 100%. Walt, what do you make of 
Raanta's role of late and his overall importance on and off 
the ice? 

Ruff: He's been simply fantastic. Especially when you 
remember that prior to the All-Star break he'd only played 
one game since returning from a pair of injuries. Everything 
in the six weeks since then has stemmed from Whalers Night 
against the Devils on January 29. He said it himself. He had 
a strong outing in that win, stopping 24 of 25, allowing him to 
feel like he was back to his game. He's kept that rolling in 
practice, then got a big opportunity to start a stretch of 
games. Now he, like we talked about with Staal above, is 
playing with a ton of confidence. Until he has a bad outing, I 
don't see that changing. That's a really good sign for the 
Canes.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the best trade of the past 10 years for each team 

By Kristen Shilton  

Trade season 2022 has arrived in the NHL! While there 
wasn't a ton of action in recent weeks, we've seen an uptick 
now that Monday's trade deadline is less than a week away. 

You can stay updated on all of the current deals with our 
trade tracker, but this week for the Power Rankings, we're 
taking a look back at the best trade made by each team from 
the past decade (or a little more, in a couple of cases). 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on March 9. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.746 
Next seven days: @ SJ (March 18), vs. EDM (March 21) 

Top trade: Nazem Kadri. Toronto and Colorado pulled this 
move out late on July 1, 2019, and it was a doozy: Kadri, 
Calle Rosen and a 2020 third-round pick to the Avalanche, 
for Tyson Barrie, Alex Kerfoot and a 2020 sixth-round pick 
heading back to Toronto. Kadri was good in his first two 
seasons in Colorado (30 goals, 68 points in 107 games), but 
this season he's been next-level exceptional, with 73 points 
in 57 games. If the Avalanche make a run, it'll be with Kadri 
leading the way. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.737 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 17), vs. WSH (March 18), 
vs. NYR (March 20), vs. TB (March 22) 

Top trade: Teuvo Teravainen. The Blackhawks had to unload 
Bryan Bickell's $4 million cap hit. Carolina coveted their first-
round draft choice from 2012. It was a match made in 
heaven: The Hurricanes got Teravainen in exchange for 
absorbing Bickell's contract and sending a second- and third-
round pick back to Chicago. Carolina was right to chase 
Teravainen. He's grown into a versatile, point-per-game 
player, appears on the power play or penalty kill and can 
slide in just about anywhere you need him. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.733 
Next seven days: @ VGK (March 17), @ ANA (March 18) 

Top trade: Sam Reinhart. This isn't even recency bias. 
Reinhart is having the best season of his career after being 
traded from Buffalo to Florida last July, in return for seventh-
round pick Devon Levi and a 2022 first-rounder. Reinhart's 
been worth the investment. He's third on the Panthers in 
scoring, and will factor into the long postseason towards 
which Florida seems headed. Good deal. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.670 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 16), vs. BUF (March 18), @ 
VAN (March 19), vs. SJ (March 22) 

Top trade: Elias Lindholm. This was a big one: In June 2018, 
Calgary sent Adam Fox's rights (he was still an unsigned 
college player), Michael Ferland and Dougie Hamilton to 
Carolina, for Noah Hanifin and Lindholm. The latter two 
signed team-friendly deals with the Flames and have been 
key pieces since the trade. Lindholm has been particularly 
good, making steady improvements towards a career year in 
2021-22. His 30 goals scored in 58 games was fastest on the 
team to the milestone since Jarome Iginla in 2006-07. Good 
company. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.695 
Next seven days: @ SEA (March 16), vs. NYR (March 19), 
@ CAR (March 22) 

Top trade: Mikhail Sergachev. The Lightning thought 
Jonathan Drouin would be a franchise cornerstone when 
they drafted him third overall in 2013. Instead, Tampa flipped 
Drouin to Montreal in 2016 for Sergachev, and that would 
pay huge dividends. Still just 23 years old, Sergachev has 
already been an important piece of Tampa's blue line for 
years -- including two Stanley Cups -- and projects to only 
get better into the future. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.664 
Next seven days: @ STL (March 17), @ ARI (March 19), vs. 
CBJ (March 22) 

Top trade: Phil Kessel. Pittsburgh was going all-in on a 
Stanley Cup. The Maple Leafs needed a fresh start. On July 
1, 2015, Toronto traded Kessel to the Penguins, and even 
retained salary to make it happen. Pittsburgh gave up a first-
rounder, among other assets, and Kessel more than 
delivered for them with 303 points in four seasons -- plus 45 
points in 49 games over two Stanley Cups runs. 
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7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.675 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (March 17), @ NSH (March 19) 

Top trade: James van Riemsdyk. Toronto sent its 2008 first-
round pick Luke Schenn to Philadelphia in 2012 to acquire 
another former first-rounder in van Riemsdyk. Over the next 
six seasons, van Riemsdyk was the Leafs' most productive 
forward, surpassing 30 goals twice and tallying 294 points in 
413 games. Van Riemsdyk was also included among the 
franchise's 100 best players ever during its Centennial 
Season in 2016. Not too shabby! 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.675 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (March 17), @ TB (March 19), @ 
CAR (March 20), @ NJ (March 22) 

Top trade: Adam Fox. The Rangers took some risk in 
acquiring the rights to Fox from Carolina in 2019. Fox was a 
college junior at the time and going back for his senior 
season at Harvard would make him an unrestricted free 
agent. New York rolled the dice, anyway, flipping a second-
round pick and conditional third to bring Fox in. The Rangers' 
gamble paid off: Fox has quickly become New York's top 
defenseman, signed to a mammoth seven-year, $66.5 million 
contract, and is a Norris Trophy winner (in 2021) to boot. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.658 
Next seven days: @ MIN (March 16), @ WPG (March 18), 
@ MTL (March 21) 

Top trade: Martin Jones. I know what you're thinking. Jones 
never played for Boston. And you're right! But, follow along: 
GM Don Sweeney had an aging Milan Lucic to move in 
2015. Los Angeles was game to deal, so Sweeney flipped 
Lucic (after an 18-goal season) to the Kings for a first-
rounder (Jakub Zboril), Colin Miller and the rights to pending 
restricted free agent Jones. Four days later, Sweeney traded 
Jones to San Jose for the rights to Sean Kuraly and a first-
round pick (Trent Frederic). In a nutshell, Boston unloaded 
Lucic, and stocked its cupboards for the future at positions of 
need. Plus, they had Tuukka Rask between the pipes, so 
losing Jones wasn't insurmountable. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.623 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (March 17), @ CAR (March 18), 
vs. DAL (March 20), vs. STL (March 22) 

Top trade: T.J. Oshie. The Capitals needed a player like T.J. 
Oshie. They had talent and skill already (hello, Nicklas 
Backstrom and Alex Ovechkin), but lacked for some soul. 
Oshie was the total package. In July 2015, Washington 
reeled him in from St. Louis for Troy Brouwer, Pheonix 
Copley and a third-round pick. Oshie has been better than 
advertised since: He's a versatile force, who helped the 
Capitals finally secure their first Stanley Cup in 2018 and has 

been their second-leading goal scorer through the last seven 
seasons. 

11. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.617 
Next seven days: @ PHI (March 17), vs. TOR (March 19), @ 
ANA (March 21), @ LA (March 22) 

Top trade: Filip Forsberg. This must be one of the best 
trades ever. By any team. In April 2013, Nashville acquired 
Forsberg from Washington in exchange for Michael Latta 
and Martin Erat. What the Predators got was an explosive 
young forward in Forsberg, who's been their best point-per-
game player (in over 500 contests) since arriving. The 
Capitals' return was minimal: Latta produced 17 points in 113 
games, and Erat appeared in just 62 contests (with 27 
points) before moving on. Can you say lopsided? 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.644 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 17), @ CBJ (March 19), @ 
WSH (March 22) 

Top trade: Ryan O'Reilly. What hasn't O'Reilly done for St. 
Louis? Since the Blues grabbed him from Buffalo on July 1, 
2018, O'Reilly has been the franchise's leading scorer, the 
team's captain, the Conn Smythe winner following their 2019 
Stanley Cup run and generally one of the league's elite two-
way centers. The price to acquire O'Reilly was steep -- 
including a first-round pick and Tage Thompson, who is 
blossoming this season in Buffalo -- but you can't argue how 
the Blues have benefited from the transaction. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.597 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 17), @ VGK (March 19), vs. 
NSH (March 22) 

Top trade: Jeff Carter. Former Kings' GM Dean Lombardi 
needed a game-changer. It was February 2012, and his 
team was clinging to a playoff spot. L.A. lacked scoring 
depth, so Lombardi acquired Carter from Columbus for Jack 
Johnson and a conditional first-round pick. Carter changed 
everything. He scored six goals in 16 regular season games, 
and eight goals in 20 playoff tilts while L.A. marched to a 
Stanley Cup title. Carter continued to be a top producer for 
L.A. over the next nine seasons (including another Cup run), 
making him a great pick-up in both the short and long term. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.578 
Next seven days: @ MTL (March 17), @ NYI (March 19), @ 
WSH (March 20), vs. EDM (March 22) 

Top trade: Tyler Seguin. Basically, the first thing Stars' GM 
Jim Nill did after being hired in 2013 was pull off (arguably) 
the best trade in franchise history, acquiring future top-line 
center Seguin from Boston in exchange for four players (Loui 
Eriksson and Reilly Smith among them). Seguin's resume in 
Dallas since speaks for itself: He's averaged nearly a point-
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per-game pace while becoming a superb two-way player and 
versatile asset at even strength and on special teams. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.621 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (March 16), vs. CHI (March 19), 
vs. VGK (March 21) 

Top trade: Devan Dubnyk. The trade was simple enough. In 
January 2015, Minnesota swapped a third-round pick to 
Arizona for Dubnyk. What the Wild got in return though was 
no average goaltender. Dubnyk protected the crease for six 
seasons, producing a 177-113-28 record, with .918 save 
percentage and 2.41 goals-against average. That put him 
among the NHL's elite during his tenure, and he was a big 
part of Minnesota's success in the last decade. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.583 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (March 17), vs. NJ (March 19), @ 
COL (March 21), @ DAL (March 22) 

Top trade: Adam Larsson. The infamous one-for-one trade. 
Edmonton sent Taylor Hall to New Jersey for Larsson in 
June 2016, acquiring a player who wasn't flashy, but was 
exactly what the club needed. Larsson quickly became an 
alternate captain for Edmonton in 2017-18, serving in a 
shutdown role and stabilizing the Oilers' blue line for five 
seasons. It's no wonder Seattle picked him in the expansion 
draft, and immediately signed Larsson to a four-year deal. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.549 
Next seven days: vs. DET (March 17), vs. CGY (March 19), 
vs. BUF (March 20) 

Top trade: J.T. Miller. The Canucks haven't hit on a lot of 
trades in the last decade. This one worked out in the end, but 
in June 2019, Miller's acquisition was highly controversial. 
Vancouver gave up a lot to Tampa -- a conditional first 
rounder, a third, and goalie prospect Marek Mazanec -- to 
add a middle-six forward in Miller. Miller has overachieved 
for the Canucks, growing into a top-line contributor who's 
frequently played with Elias Pettersson and averaged more 
than a point per game as Vancouver's most productive 
forward this season. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.548 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (March 17), vs. LA (March 19), @ 
MIN (March 21), @ WPG (March 22) 

Top trade: Mark Stone. Do not come for us about Jack 
Eichel. We need more information before fully assessing that 
trade. What we do know is the value of Mark Stone. He's 
been Vegas' heart and soul since being acquired from 
Ottawa in February 2019 for two players and a second-
rounder. Stone earned the Golden Knights' first-ever 
captaincy, has been the team's leading scorer and its most 
consistent forward. Need more proof? Just look at Vegas' 

slide lately with Stone on long-term injured reserve. The 
Golden Knights need their golden boy back on the ice! 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.541 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (March 18), @ CHI (March 20), 
vs. VGK (March 22) 

Top trade: Paul Stastny. In terms of pure, immediate impact, 
this has to win the day for Winnipeg (we can circle back later 
on the Pierre-Luc Dubois-for-Patrik Laine trade another 
time). At the deadline in February 2018, GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff sent a message that his team could be a 
contender by pulling Stastny from St. Louis for a conditional 
first-rounder, a fourth and Erik Foley. Stastny made the Jets 
instantly better, capable of playing with a true three- to four-
line attack. And the veteran found chemistry with Laine and 
Nikolaj Ehlers, which went a long way in help Winnipeg 
through its playoff run to the Western Conference finals in 
2018. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.516 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (March 18), vs. NSH (March 21) 

Top trade: Draft pick that became John Gibson. Yes, this 
trade happened slightly before the 10-years-ago window, but 
we'll slightly bend the rules here. For some reason, the 
Maple Leafs really wanted to draft Tyler Biggs in 2011. So, 
they moved up the big board to take Anaheim's first-round 
slot at No. 22 and gave the Ducks back picks No. 30 and No. 
39. Biggs never played in the NHL. Gibson, taken with that 
second choice, has been excellent as Anaheim's starter, with 
a career .915 save percentage and 2.63 goals-against 
average. And Anaheim selected Rickard Rakell at No. 30 
too, who has been a fixture in their top-nine and scored over 
150 goals. This was a fleecing. 

21. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ NYR (March 17), vs. DAL (March 19), 
@ PHI (March 20), vs. OTT (March 22) 

Top trade: Cal Clutterbuck. If you look up "glue guys" in the 
dictionary, there's a picture of Cal Clutterbuck (probably). 
New York shipped Nino Niederreiter to Minnesota for 
Clutterbuck and a third-rounder in June 2013; ever since, 
Clutterbuck has been one of the Islanders' true heart-and-
soul players while presiding over the team's aptly named 
Identity Line. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.508 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 17), vs. COL (March 18), vs. 
ARI (March 20), @ CGY (March 22) 

Top trade: Brent Burns. We couldn't go with any other move. 
Burns has been the cornerstone of San Jose's blue line 
since being added via trade with Minnesota in June 2011. 
He's become so iconic in the Bay Area, it's hard to remember 
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Burns ever played somewhere else. Since joining the 
Sharks, Burns has won a Norris Trophy and averaged nearly 
24 minutes of ice time per game while also contributing 
offensively. He's done it all, and well. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.525 
Next seven days: @ OTT (March 16), vs. WSH (March 17), 
vs. STL (March 19), @ PIT (March 22) 

Top trade: Sergei Bobrovsky. It's hard to top this type of 
blockbuster. Bobrovsky helped put Columbus on the map. 
The Blue Jackets brought him over in June 2012 from 
Philadelphia for a pair of fourth-round picks and a second. 
Over the next seven seasons, Bobrovsky would collect two 
Vezina Trophies, win 213 of 374 starts and take Columbus to 
the playoffs four times. The ending may have been a bit 
sour, but Bobrovsky and the Blue Jackets had it oh-so-sweet 
there for quite some time. 

24. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.400 
Next seven days: @ EDM (March 17), @ CGY (March 18), 
@ VAN (March 20) 

Top trade: Jeff Skinner. The Jack Eichel trade that brought in 
Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs may well be superior in time (as 
could the one for Tage Thompson). But for now, Skinner's 
acquisition has worked quite well for Buffalo. Since coming to 
the Sabres from Carolina in 2018, Skinner is the Sabres' 
fourth-leading scorer, and remains a high-end talent they 
could continue building around in future seasons. 

25. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.367 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 19), @ SJ (March 20), vs. 
SEA (March 22) 

Top trade: Darcy Kuemper. For a while there, Kuemper 
brought some solid goaltending to the desert. In February 
2018, Arizona brought Kuemper over from L.A. in exchange 
for Scott Wedgewood and Tobias Rieder. It wouldn't be long 
before Kuemper took over as the Coyotes' starter in 2018-
19, going 27-20-8 with a .925 save percentage. But 
Kuemper's greatest contribution to the Coyotes was stopping 
305 of 334 shots he faced through nine playoff games in the 
2020 COVID bubble tournament. Quite an accomplishment. 
Oh, and he helped them on the way out too, netting a first-
round pick and young defenseman Conor Timmins in trade 
return from the Avs in July 2021. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.408 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 16), @ EDM (March 19), 
vs. NYR (March 22) 

Top trade: Taylor Hall. Hall spent only four seasons in New 
Jersey after Edmonton traded him for Adam Larsson in 2016. 
But Hall's presence had a real impact on the Devils. His 
2017-18 season was so good (93 points in 76 games) it 

earned Hall the NHL's Hart Trophy, and propelled New 
Jersey to its second playoff appearance in the last 12 years. 

27. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.458 
Next seven days: @ VAN (March 17), @ SEA (March 19), 
vs. PHI (March 22) 

Top trade: Alex Nedeljkovic. There's a decent chance Detroit 
will look at the Nedeljkovic trade for years to come as a steal. 
All it took to pry Nedeljkovic from Carolina last July was a 
third-round pick and Jonathan Bernier. Already, the 26-year-
old Nedeljkovic has been a great asset for the rebuilding Red 
Wings, with a save percentage above .900 in his first season 
as a starter. As the team improves, so should he. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.434 
Next seven days: @ MIN (March 19), vs. WPG (March 20) 

Top trade: Antoine Vermette. Here for a good time, not a 
long time. That was the Antoine Vermette story with Chicago. 
In February 2015, the Blackhawks went big in sending Klas 
Dahlbeck and a first-round pick to Arizona for Vermette. In 
20 playoff games that season, Vermette had four goals and 
three assists -- but three of those goals were crucial game-
winners that helped the Blackhawks' Stanley Cup run. In 
terms of bang for your buck, Chicago couldn't have done 
better. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.398 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 16), vs. PHI (March 18), @ 
MTL (March 19), @ NYI (March 22) 

Top trade: Nikita Zaitsev and Connor Brown. Ottawa sent 
Cody Ceci to Toronto for Zaitsev and Brown in July 2019, 
and the Senators have been a major winner in that 
transaction. Ceci lasted just one (mediocre) season with the 
Leafs, while Zaitsev has carried big minutes on Ottawa's 
blue line, and Brown is the club's second-leading scorer (112 
points in 172 games) since the trade. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.344 
Next seven days: vs. TB (March 16), vs. DET (March 19), @ 
ARI (March 22) 

Top trade: 2023 second-round pick. The Kraken have 
completed just three trades in their short history, and the 
second-rounder from Washington for Vitek Vanecek -- whom 
they selected in the expansion draft from the Caps -- stands 
as the Kraken's best return on a deal so far. So, that's a win! 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.333 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 17), vs. OTT (March 19), 
vs. BOS (March 21) 
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Top trade: Nick Suzuki. This one should set Montreal up for 
years to come. In September 2018, the Canadiens moved 
then-captain Max Pacioretty to Vegas for Nick Suzuki, 
Tomas Tatar and a second-round pick. Fast forward to now, 
and the 22-year-old Suzuki has begun establishing himself 
as a true offensive threat for the Canadiens. He's not only 
their leading scorer, but Suzuki is showing a maturity that 
bodes well for the high expectations Montreal holds for his 
future. 

32. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.398 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 17), @ OTT (March 18), 
vs. NYI (March 20), @ DET (March 22) 

Top trade: Jakub Voracek and a first-round pick. This was a 
major moment for Philadelphia. In June 2011, the Flyers sent 
Jeff Carter to Columbus to add Voracek and the first-round 
draft choice that would become Sean Couturier. In the years 
since, Couturier has developed into a franchise cornerstone 
and one of the league's best two-way centers. Meanwhile, 
Voracek was the Flyers' second-leading scorer (604 points in 
727 games) up until he himself was traded to Columbus last 
summer.

 

NHL Power Rankings: Will contenders buy or sell as trade deadline looms?  

By Austin Nivison  

We are one week out from the NHL trade deadline, and it 
should be a busy one. Half of the Eastern Conference is out 
of the playoffs, and the same can be said for a handful of 
teams in the Western Conference. 

Some big names, like Claude Giroux, Jacob Chychrun, 
Tomas Hertl, Mark Giordano, Brock Boeser and others could 
be available. The teams at the top of the standings and these 
power rankings might get into an arms race as they gear up 
to take their shot at the Stanley Cup. 

Because the trade deadline is looming, I'll try something 
different for this week's rankings. Whether it's buying, selling, 
or standing pat, I have given my take on what each team 
should do by 3 p.m. on March 21. I'm sure all those clubs will 
take my advice. 

As we inch closer the 2022 NHL trade deadline, here are the 
updated Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Panthers  

Buy | It's hard to find any flaws 
on this Panthers team, but that 
doesn't mean they can't load up 
for a playoff run. Florida has 
been mentioned as a possible 
destination for Flyers legend 
Claude Giroux, but I think adding 
a difference-maker on the blue 
line would also be a worthwhile 
addition.  

2  
41-
13-6  

2  Flames  

Buy | Darryl Sutter has 
transformed the duo of Erik 
Gudbranson and Nikita Zadorov 
into a competent depth pairing, 
but I wouldn't count on those two 
to hold the line for an entire 

1  
36-
16-7  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

playoff run. Getting another 
defenseman who can eat some 
tough minutes -- perhaps a 
former captain -- would really 
make this Flames roster look like 
a juggernaut.  

3  Avalanche  

Buy | The Avs have been 
mowing down the rest of the 
league all season, and they are 
built to win now. Draft picks and 
prospects will not get the team 
any closer to a Stanley Cup this 
year. Colorado needs to take a 
page out of Los Angeles Rams 
GM Les Snead's playbook and 
"forget them picks," if you'll allow 
me to paraphrase.  

1  
43-
13-5  

4  Penguins  

Buy | Pittsburgh has a slew of 
pending free agents, so this 
could be the last major run with 
the trio of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin and Kris Letang together. 
Because of that, the Penguins 
will need to be aggressive in 
adding a player who can help 
them overcome the likes of the 
Panthers, Lightning, Hurricanes 
and others in a seven-game 
series.  

2  
36-
16-9  

5  Hurricanes  

Buy | Carolina has had no 
problems generating scoring 
chances this season. They rank 
second in expected goals for at 

--  
41-
13-5  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

five-on-five (139.10). However, 
the Canes are 18th in expected 
goals against at five-on-five 
(119.81). Getting a shot-
suppressing defenseman would 
help the Hurricanes limit some of 
those chances against.  

6  Bruins  

Buy | The Bruins have broken up 
their top line in an attempt to get 
the rest of the lineup going, and 
the results have been good to 
this point. Having said that, 
Boston still has some room to 
improve down the middle. Using 
Charlie Coyle or Erik Haula in 
the No. 2 center role doesn't 
inspire much confidence.  

2  
37-
18-5  

7  Lightning  

Stand pat | The temptation to 
move that first-round pick 
around the trade deadline will be 
tempting, but the Lightning are 
already doing salary cap magic, 
so making a big move will be 
tough. Far be it from me to doubt 
Julien BriseBois, but the Bolts 
look like they could win their 
third straight Stanley Cup 
without giving up any more 
future assets.  

3  
38-
15-6  

8  Rangers  

Buy | Dryden Hunt has been 
playing significant minutes on 
the wing opposite Artemi 
Panarin, and that doesn't seem 
like the Rangers are getting the 
most out of Panarin's skill with 
that combo. Getting someone 
who can take advantage of 
Panarin's elite playmaking ability 
would do wonders for the 
Rangers' offensive attack.  

1  
38-
17-5  

9  Kings  

Buy | This one comes with a 
caveat. The Kings' rebuild 
appears to be ahead of 
schedule, but it is still hard to 
see them capturing the Stanley 
Cup this year. Their time is 
coming, so if Los Angeles does 
add at the trade deadline, it will 
need to find a player with terms 
left on his contract who can help 
the team over the next couple of 
years.  

2  
33-
21-8  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

10 Blues  

Buy | St. Louis has had issues in 
the defensive zone this year. 
The Blues are 29th in the league 
in expected goals against at five-
on-five. Marco Scandella, Robert 
Bortuzzo and Niko Mikkola have 
all really struggled. That 
probably explains why St. Louis 
has been mentioned in 
connection with Coyotes 
defenseman Jacob Chychrun.  

3  
34-
17-8  

11 
Maple 
Leafs  

Buy | Jake Muzzin is on long-
term IR, so defense is an area of 
concern for the Maple Leafs. 
However, they must address 
their goaltending before the 
trade deadline passes. Jack 
Campbell, who is now hurt, has 
been dreadful of late. Petr 
Mrazek has also looked lost, and 
every shot was an adventure in 
the Heritage Classic loss to the 
Sabres.  

2  
38-
17-5  

12 Capitals  

Stand pat | Washington could 
maybe use a bottom six forward, 
but the Eastern Conference has 
some heavyweights at the top. 
I'm not sure that it would be 
worth it for the Capitals to 
sacrifice draft picks and/or 
prospects in an attempt to keep 
up with the elite teams in either 
division.  

3  
33-
18-
10  

13 Predators  

Stand pat | No amount of 
tweaking the roster around the 
edges will move the needle 
enough to really change the 
Preds' chances of beating the 
Avalanche or Flames in a seven-
game series. Nashville would be 
better to roll the dice with what it 
has. This all assumes Filip 
Forsberg signs a long-term deal 
before the trade deadline. If he 
doesn't, the Predators could get 
a haul for him in a blockbuster 
trade.  

4  
35-
21-4  

14 Wild  

Buy | The Wild have shown that 
they are one of the best teams in 
the league when everything is 
clicking, but that is certainly not 
the case right now. I'd expect 
Minnesota to be one of the 
teams involved in the 

--  
34-
20-4  
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goaltending market, but getting 
another top-six forward could 
help take some of the pressure 
off Kirill Kaprizov's shoulders.  

15 Stars  

Stand pat | Not long ago, it 
looked like the Stars were going 
to be sellers at the deadline. 
Now that the team has surged 
back into the playoff picture -- 
and Miro Heiskanen is dealing 
with mono -- it looks like even 
John Klingberg might stick 
around. Dallas' climb up the 
standings has taken a seller off 
the trade market.  

5  
32-
23-3  

16 Oilers  

Buy | There is one thing the 
Oilers desperately need, and I 
have been writing about it all 
year. Goaltending has burned 
Edmonton time and time again, 
so the team must upgrade at 
that position in an effort to get 
Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisitl into the NHL postseason. 

2  
33-
23-4  

17 
Golden 
Knights  

Stand pat | The Golden Knights 
look broken, and they are 
already up against the salary 
cap, and then some. Vegas is in 
jeopardy of falling out of a 
playoff spot, but I still think this 
team can be very dangerous if 
everyone gets healthy and the 
puck luck turns in its favor. Then 
again, I've been saying that all 
season.  

5  
32-
26-4  

18 Jets  

Sell | The Jets need to be 
realistic about their playoff 
chances and get something for a 
couple of the pending free 
agents on their roster. Andrew 
Copp has already been rumored 
to be on the trade block, and 
Paul Stastny could be a an 
intriguing piece for a Stanley 
Cup contender too.  

2  
28-
23-
10  

19 Canucks  

Sell | Whether it winds up being 
Brock Boeser or J.T. Miller, the 
Canucks have some of the more 
enticing options as the trade 
deadline approaches. Trading 
either one of those players 
would help Vancouver stock its 

3  
30-
24-7  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

prospect pool and expand its 
collection of draft picks.  

20 
Blue 
Jackets  

Sell | Even if it's only Max Domi 
who gets dealt at the trade 
deadline, the Blue Jackets could 
add yet another selection in the 
2022 NHL Draft. Columbus has 
six picks in the first four rounds 
of this year's draft, and the team 
is poised to really kickstart its 
rebuild over the summer.  

1  
30-
27-3  

21 Islanders  

Stand pat | The Islanders are an 
interesting case here. They 
came into the season with high 
expectations, and the wheels fell 
off before the team could get the 
car out of park and into drive. 
This is still a good roster, and it 
could be competitive again next 
year, so I wouldn't sell off any 
kind of significant pieces over 
the next week.  

3  
24-
24-9  

22 Canadiens  

Sell | Despite their recent 
turnaround, I'm going to go out 
on a limb and say that the 
Canadiens won't make the 
playoffs this season. Between 
Artturi Lehkonen and Ben 
Chiarot, Montreal will have the 
opportunity to get something out 
of what has largely been a 
disastrous season.  

--  
16-
36-8  

23 Blackhawks 

Sell | Because of the Seth Jones 
trade over the offseason, the 
Blackhawks do not have their 
first-round pick this year. If they 
want to get one back, perhaps 
Calvin De Haan could fetch one. 
One player who is worth a first-
round pick and a lot more is 
Patrick Kane. It would be tough 
to move him due to his cap hit 
and another year left on his 
contract, but he would be the 
biggest prize of the deadline.  

2  
22-
30-9  

24 Red Wings  

Detroit is an improved team this 
season, and its young stars are 
starting to take over. That's a 
positive sign, and now the Red 
Wings need to trade some of 
their veterans on expiring 
contracts in order to help build 
around them. Vladislav 

1  
24-
29-7  
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Namestnikov and Nick Leddy 
would be depth options for 
playoff teams.  

25 Coyotes  

Sell | It has been clear since the 
second week of the season that 
the Coyotes need to sell. 
Arizona has eight picks in the 
first two rounds, and they're 
going to get even more. The 
team is trying to move star 
defenseman Jacob Chychrun, 
and Phil Kessel could be on the 
way out with him. Those players 
should yield a nice return.  

1  
20-
36-4  

26 Sabres  

Sell | The Sabres have already 
made their blockbuster move by 
trading Jack Eichel to the 
Golden Knights. That being said, 
they could still get a little extra 
before the trade deadline by 
finding a suitor for Vinnie 
Hinostroza, a capable bottom-six 
forward.  

1  
20-
32-8  

27 Sharks  

Stand pat | This is very 
dependent on whether the 
Sharks can sign their top player 
to a new deal. Tomas Hertl is on 
an expiring contract, and he will 
command a massive payday in 
San Jose or somewhere else. If 
the Sharks do ink Hertl, they 
may not do anything else 
because they don't have many 
players that will be easy to move 
in the middle of the season.  

4  
26-
25-8  

28 Senators  

Sell | The Senators have a lot of 
players who will be restricted 
free agents in the offseason, so 
they may want to hang on to 
those players. Maybe Ottawa 
can squeeze something out of a 
trade involving Zach Sanford or 
Adam Gaudette in a trade.  

--  
21-
33-5  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

29 Devils  

Sell | There are teams at the top 
of the standings in need of 
defensemen. While P.K. Subban 
may not be what he once was, 
he could succeed in a more 
sheltered role on a better team. 
The issue will be his $9 million 
cap hit, but a third-party 
facilitator could be used to eat 
some salary in any Subban deal. 

1  
22-
33-5  

30 Ducks  

Sell | New Ducks general 
manager Pat Verbeek has some 
very big decisions to make early 
in his tenure. The team's rebuild 
is coming along nicely, but there 
are several veterans on expiring 
contracts. The Hampus 
Lindholm situation needs to be 
resolved first. If he hasn't signed 
a new contract by deadline day, 
he would get a nice package in 
return. Then there's Rickard 
Rakell and Josh Manson.  

9  
27-
25-
11  

31 Kraken  

Sell | The Kraken's debut 
season has gone awry, but they 
have five pending unrestricted 
free agents. A couple of those, 
Mark Giordano and Calle 
Jarnkrok, should attract some 
serious interest from teams 
trying to make a deep playoff 
run.  

1  
18-
37-6  

32 Flyers  

Sell | There is very little mystery 
about what the Flyers need to do 
at the trade deadline. Claude 
Giroux might be the hottest 
commodity, especially for 
contenders looking to put 
themselves over the top. 
Philadelphia should get picks 
and prospects in return for 
Giroux, and it seems like a trade 
is on the horizon. It's only a 
matter of when.  

3  
18-
30-
11  
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259430764.html 

https://theathletic.com/3186979/2022/03/16/stanley-cup-contender-checklist-how-does-each-playoff-team-stack-up/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/writers-roundtable-approaching-the-final-stretch/c-331835688 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33511881/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-best-trade-10-years-every-team 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-will-contenders-buy-or-sell-as-trade-deadline-looms/ 
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Hurricanes’ Brendan Smith details the puck to the head that fractured his 
skull 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 15/03/2022 

 

“An eternity,” he said Tuesday. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was hit by a puck behind the left 
ear, just underneath his helmet, as he attempted to block a shot Feb. 20 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. Doctors later would tell him he suffered 
a fracture of the mastoid bone. They also told him it could have been a 
lot worse. 

“I got lucky,” Smith said. “Someone is looking after me up there. The 
doctor said, yeah, it’s a tough injury but it’s kind of a blessing it was 
where it was.” 

But at first, Smith said he had no feeling in his arms and legs. That’s 
what he told Canes trainer Doug Bennett as Bennett quickly bolted onto 
the ice. A lot of fear can fill a few seconds. 

“Then it was like everything came back — my legs, my feet, my hands 
and everything,” Smith said. “That was a really good feeling. I was able to 
skate off and I didn’t think anything was broken or anything. I was able to 
recognize where I was. I was with it. 

“Then we went to the doctor and there was bad news.” 

The good news: Smith’s recovery has been relatively quick. After missing 
the past 10 games, he was medically cleared Tuesday and joined a 
limited Canes practice at PNC Arena. 

Smith, 33, said does not yet have full hearing in his ear but was able to 
joke, “I can deal with that. Just yell a little louder.” 

He also noted that he could have taken the puck in the jaw and broken it. 
“Then we’re talking months of eating through a straw,” he said. 

Smith’s injury was followed the next game by an upper-body injury to 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo against Philadelphia. Missing two D-men, 
the Canes recalled Jalen Chatfield from Chicago of the AHL while 

readjusting the power-play units — Jaccob Slavin replaced DeAngelo as 
the quarterback on one unit while Ethan Bear took over for Slavin on the 
second. 

DeAngelo, out for nine games, returned to practice Tuesday but has not 
been cleared to play. Chatfield has been reassigned to the Chicago 
Wolves. 

“We have a good group and obviously they’ve been playing really hard 
and really well, and you see a guy like ‘Chatty’ jump up — I mean, he’s 
an NHL defenseman in my mind,” Smith said. 

Then came the shot by Danton Heinen of the Pens that fractured his 
skull. In a sport and at a position where injuries are both expected and 
plentiful, Smith said this was the worst of his 11-year career. 

“It’s a tough injury and tough to come back,” Canes assistant coach Tim 
Gleason said Tuesday. “The way he went down, it’s tough to watch and 
re-watch. It tells you he’s willing to do whatever it takes (to return).” 

Smith said he will wear extra protective equipment in games. But he’s 
ready to get back in the lineup as the Canes gear up to play three games 
in four days beginning with their road game Thursday in Toronto. 

And blocking shots? Smith’s ready for that, too, if need be. 

“My wife had some conversations with me about that but I’ll be out there 
blocking shots,” he said. “Nothing’s going to change. My game doesn’t 
change.” 
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As trade deadline approaches, do Canes have what they need for 
Stanley Cup playoffs? 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-8 minutes 15/03/2022 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour watches the action during 
the first period against the Ottawa Senators on Thursday, December 2, 
2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
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With the NHL trade deadline set next Monday, Carolina Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour says he has had few trade conversations with 
Don Waddell. 

Waddell, as president and general manager, is looking for deals that can 
make the team better for the grind of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Brind’Amour, as coach, likes the way the team looks now: 41-13-5 and in 
first place in the Metropolitan Division with 87 points. 

“I’m the wrong guy to come to,” Brind’Amour said Saturday. “It would be 
like, ‘We’re good, I’ve got my team.’ As long as we’re healthy, and 
hopefully we will be, then we’re fine. 

“That’s how that conversation should go. I’ll stay out of the rest of it. I 
don’t even know how much availability we have to make those kind of 
moves, with the (salary) cap and everything.” 

Barring a hockey trade that would involve, say, a contract moving out, the 
Canes have little cap space to work with before the March 21 deadline. 

Waddell, in an interview with The News & Observer last month, said, “A 
defenseman would be nice. If you get into a long playoff run, you can 
easily go through nine or 10 defensemen.” 

The solid play of defenseman Jalen Chatfield while Tony DeAngelo and 
Brendan Smith have been out with injuries — Chatfield was reassigned 
Monday to Chicago of the AHL — has enhanced the depth on defense. 
But more is usually better in the playoffs. 

“Depth is important and that is probably the one area where you could 
say, OK, we could find something,” Brind’Amour said. “But I don’t know 
that it really changes your team, if you’re healthy.” 

The speculation the past few days has been that the biggest Hurricanes 
news at the deadline could be announcing a contract extension for 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. TSN and other media outlets are surmising 
Kotkaniemi could receive an eight-year extension worth as much as $4.5 
million a year -- Andy Strickland, a Bally Sports Midwest hockey reporter, 
first reported it based on unnamed sources. 

Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick of the 2018 NHL draft, has been used 
primarily as the fourth-line center this season after a failed attempt 
initially to use him on the wing. While his offensive numbers are modest 
— 11 goals and 12 assists in 56 games — he has done enough to 
impress Brind’Amour. 

“His game has gotten better all year,” Brind’Amour said. “What I like 
about his game is that he sees the ice really well and has a great shot. I 
want him to use it more. He can really rip it. He needs to get a little 
stronger on the puck, in faceoffs, really all the stuff that everyone needs 
to work on. 

“I think he’s going to get stronger. There’s a whole window of that, I think, 
that will come as time goes.” 

The phrase “as time goes” might confirm the plan is for Kotkaniemi to 
remain a Hurricane. And likely to take on a larger role should the Canes 
reshape their lineup, with decisions to be made on pending unrestricted 
free agents after the season. 

Kotkaniemi has averaged 12 minutes a game in ice time, getting 10:16 
on Sunday in the 4-2 road loss to Pittsburgh. In another scheduling quirk, 
the Canes played an unusual back-to-back, facing the Penguins less 
than 22 hours after beating the Philadelphia Flyers 3-1 in Raleigh — 
Kotkaniemi’s line producing the game’s first goal as Steven Lorentz 
scored. 

The Canes have a road game Thursday against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who will be without forward Auston Matthews, suspended for two 
games Monday by the NHL. The Canes then return home to face the 
Washington Capitals to complete a back-to-back and on Sunday host the 
New York Rangers. 

The question then: will they take on a new look on Monday? 
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Loose pucks: With the trade deadline looming, what should the Canes 
do? 

 

Sara Civian 

7-9 minutes 15/03/2022 

 

Covering an NHL team is always fun in the weeks before the trade 
deadline. You get some spicy story options to break up the midseason 
slog, you get to play “what if,” and then there’s always a chance your 
predictions come true and you get to do a social media victory lap. (Just 
kidding. Kind of.) 

There’s also a chance absolutely — or next to — nothing happens and all 
the anticipation was pointless. 

Sometimes you take an L and write a few hundred words about how Josh 
Manson would be great for the Hurricanes, only to watch him get traded 
to the Avalanche as you’re writing the nugget. The silence around the 
league since the Tyler Toffoli trade made it feel like nothing was going to 
happen until crunch time, but here we are. Always got to move faster 
than you think when you’re writing the what-ifs. 

The Canes have had an interesting past few trade deadlines since 
establishing themselves as a perennial playoff team. The (in)famous 
Victor Rask-for-Nino Niederreiter trade happened about a month before 
the 2018-19 deadline, and 2020 saw the acquisition of Vincent Trocheck, 
Brady Skjei and Sami Vatanen (although I’m still not sure Vatanen 
exists). As the Canes inched closer to the cap ceiling last season, the 
deadline moves swung back to the less-eventful end of the pendulum, 
unloading Ryan Dzingel and Haydn Fleury for pending free agents Cedric 
Paquette and Jani Hakanpaa. 

Neither of those recent moves really worked out, but the impact, either 
way, has been pretty negligible. Over the past few years, the deadline 
has been a net win for the Canes with key secondary scorers 
Niederreiter and Trocheck and serviceable second-pairing fixture Skjei in 
key roles. 

What’s in store this time around? 

I barely knew Manson was available before he was gone. Pour one out, 
because that would’ve been an incredible addition for the Canes. 

Dear colleague Pierre LeBrun reported Sunday that the Canes checked 
in on Manson, but the price wasn’t right. I’m looking at the price — 
prospect Drew Helleson (who we have ranked the Avs’ 12th best 
prospect) and a second-round pick in the 2023 draft — and I’m 
wondering what the Canes are actually willing to spend this week. Sure, 
Manson’s a pending UFA with a $4.1 AAV, but the Ducks are retaining 
half his salary. So yeah, the Canes could have somehow swung this one 
with a broker if necessary. They wouldn’t have had to give up their prized 
2023 first-rounder; it was a second-rounder. For me, the cap space was 
the only issue there. 

But I also don’t want to romanticize the impact Manson could realistically 
have. The Canes need more goals, and he’s only got four in 45 games 
this year. 

It’s still scary that he went to the Avalanche, the only team ahead of the 
Canes in the NHL standings, and it sounds like Colorado isn’t done 
checking on big names. 

Again, you don’t want to make a move just to make a move, and you 
don’t want to overestimate the impact one player can really even have on 
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your playoff run. But sometimes standing still while those around you are 
taking steps forward is essentially taking a step backward. 

That said, Tony DeAngelo is progressing as expected and should be 
back to gameplay within a few weeks. The Canes have been pretty solid 
while waiting for their 40-points-in-43-games defenseman to return, and 
his return should provide a boost akin to a big trade before the playoffs, 
right? 

Who else out there on the market is actually worth it for the Canes to go 
after? Jakob Chychrun, obviously, but now he’s out two to four weeks 
with a lower-body injury. Not the end of the world, and maybe his stock 
will fall far enough that the price is right for the savvy (dare I say 
“stubborn” — not necessarily in a bad way) Canes. 

Loose pucks 

• According to colleague Dom Luszczyszyn’s model, the Canes have the 
second-hardest schedule in the league in the second half of the season. 
Good thing they’ve been playing well recently, kick-started by that playoff 
atmosphere against the Penguins at PNC Arena. They went 4-0-0 in their 
recent homestand, including a statement win over the Avalanche, only 
dropping their most recent game against the Penguins after a Daylight 
Savings back-to-back where they played twice in 21 hours. Even then, a 
comeback effort led by Sebastian Aho wasn’t all that bad. “Tonight we 
played a good game,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I’m happy with 
this game, other than the result. We played hard, especially considering 
the turnaround and three in four nights. We actually got better as the 
game went on, I thought.” 

• As of Tuesday morning, the Canes are No. 1 in the NHL in fewest goals 
per game (2.36), No. 3 in save percentage (.921) and No. 5 in power play 
percentage (24.9). I’ll assume they still have the best penalty kill on 
planet earth without looking up the stats, just for funsies. (Editor’s note: 
They do.) Meanwhile, they’ve taken a big dip in goals per game recently, 
dropping to eighth in the league for the season, at 3.34. Is this the end of 
the world? No. Is it expected, even, when the strength of schedule goes 
from one of the easiest to one of the hardest in the league? Of course. Is 
it only going to get harder from here? Yes, and the Canes had better 
hope DeAngelo comes back ready to go. 

• I’m still working on the cringe usage of rhetorical questions. 

• Freddie Andersen revealed Saturday why he didn’t feel “100 percent” 
and missed three games. “I just wanted to make sure it wasn’t 
concussion-related. I was feeling some symptoms that could indicate 
that, but we wanted to rule that out and make sure that I didn’t go in and 
get another hit too early. It was just a big relief not having it diagnosed 
like that. Having dealt with it before kind of helped me not rushing back 
and making sure I didn’t put myself in danger like that. It was just ruling it 
out and making sure that it was not a concussion.” Definitely great news 
that it wasn’t a concussion. Even better news is that it doesn’t seem like 
he was pressured to play in the slightest, and there was probably a sigh 
of relief from the team that it wasn’t a re-aggravation of anything. 
Andersen came back and posted a 3-1 win over the Flyers, stopping 28 
of 29 shots. He has five wins and a .934 save percentage over his last 
six starts. 

• Maybe the Canes’ big trade deadline splash will be a Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi contract extension. LeBrun and others have reported that a 
deal around or just under $5 million, at seven or eight years is looming. 
Since he wasn’t on the team by last year’s trade deadline and he wasn’t 
traded to the team, he apparently can’t sign a contract until the trade 
deadline this year. So, look out for that. 

• Hot take off the week: What if, and stay with me here, the Canes just 
like Kotkaniemi? 

Nino is the best, and the frequency with which he uses this phrase is 
hilarious and endearing. 
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Kallgren shines bright in Leafs-Stars showdown 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 

PUBLISHED 7 HOURS AGO 

UPDATED 6 HOURS AGO 

 

When he was called up on an emergency basis by the Maple Leafs last 
week, Erik Kallgren was so uncertain what to do that he texted a 
teammate to ask about the club’s practice schedule and how to access 
the arena. 

Five days later, he posted a shutout in his first NHL start in a 4-0 victory 
over the Dallas Stars on Tuesday at Scotiabank Arena. 

“It feels good,” Kallgren said after recording 35 saves in Toronto’s net. 
“There are a lot of emotions.  Before the game I tried to treat it like a 
normal situation and embraced the moment. During the game, I tried not 
to think too much.” 

Only the fourth goalie in franchise history to win his first start, Kallgren 
was unflappable where injured started Jack Campbell and backup Petr 
Mrazek have struggled of late. 

“He’s been here for what, four days?” Ondrej Kase, the Toronto winger, 
said afterward. Kase scored for the second straight game. “I am very 
happy for him. He got a shutout in his first [start] That must be a dream. 
Good for him.” 

Kallgren has allowed one goal on 46 shots since he was called up on an 
emergency basis last Thursday when it was disclosed that Campbell is 
ailing with a rib issue that will likely keep him out for at least another 
week. In his only other appearance, he repelled 10 of 11 pucks in relief of 
Mrazek in a loss to the Arizona Coyotes. 

“He was great,” Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He continued where 
he left off the other night. He didn’t try to do too much. He just made sure 
that the pucks that came to him stuck to him. 

“It was very impressive.” 

Keefe would not commit to naming Kellgren the starter on Thursday night 
when the Carolina Hurricanes visit Toronto. 

“Let’s just enjoy this one a little bit,” Keefe said. 

Mrazek, who was signed in the offseason to back up Campbell, has 
allowed 17 goals in his last four starts and has an abysmal .884 save 
percentage. He has recorded a loss in three of his last four outings and 
has allowed easy goals in each. 

The fact that Kellgren did not surrender an early lead and looked 
confident in himself the whole night was a breath of fresh air. 

“It’s huge,” Keefe said. “It is a hard game to play when you are pulling the 
puck out of your net all night.” 

In arguably the best game of his season, Rasmus Sandin got the winning 
goal on a lovely backhand in the first period and also had three hits and 
blocked two shots. 

He is the fellow Swede that Kallgren reached out to for help when he was 
called up from the Toronto Marlies of the American Hockey League. 

“He was okay,” Sandin said straightfaced late Tuesday, then burst into 
laughter. “He looked very comfortable back there. I am super happy for 
him. He deserved it.” 

The Maple Leafs also got goals from John Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev in 
the first of two games without their star centre Auston Matthews. 
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Matthews swas suspended on Monday by the National Hockey League 
for a dangerous crosscheck delivered to Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin on 
Sunday. 

It is the first time Matthews has been disciplined during his six-year 
career. The 24-year-old recorded his league-leading 45th goal against 
the Sabres and had scored in each of the five previous contests. 

To replace Matthews, Tavares was promoted to first-line centre between 
Michael Bunting and Mitch Marner. 

“Auston’s reputation and track record speaks for itself,” Tavares said. “He 
was just competing hard and something unfortunate happened. We are 
disappointed want him to miss any games and don’t think that he should, 
but it is what it is.” 

The victory against a quality opponent was a welcome change after a 
series of losses to teams with little or no hope of reaching the playoffs. 
Toronto had lost two in a row, four of its last six and was 7-7-2 in its 
previous 16 outings. 

Dallas is in a battle for a wildcard berth in the NHL’s Western Conference 
and came in 14-7 in its past 21 games and 8-2-1 in its past 11 as a 
visitor. 

Sandin netted his fifth goal of the season on Toronto’s first shot on net 
with 12:38 left in the first period. Mitch Marner and Tavares drew the 
assists. Tavares then tipped a shot by William Nylander past Jake 
Oettinger to boost the lead to 2-0 with 8:44 remaining before the first 
intermission. It was Tavares’s 20th of the campaign. 

Kase scored on a power play early in the third and Ilya Mikheyev added 
an empty netter. 

Oettinger was excellent in his 11th start in the past 12 games for Dallas. 
He allowed only the two early goals and a power-play marker by Kase in 
the third in a defeat that dropped his record 19-9-1. He was credited with 
36 saves. 

Kallgren is the fifth goaltender the Maple Leafs have employed this 
season, which ties a franchise record set in 1983-84. He follows 
Campbell, Mrazek, Michael Woll and Michael Hutchinson in Toronto’s 
net. 

He made 14 saves in the first period and seven more on one power play 
early in the second. He was 15-8-1 with a .904 save percentage with the 
AHL Marlies before he was called up. 

Keefe gave him the opportunity after Mrazek allowed four goals in a loss 
to the Buffalo Sabres in the Heritage Classic on Sunday. 

The Maple Leafs improved to 38-17-5 and remain third in the Atlantic 
Division behind Florida and Tampa Bay. Dallas is 32-23-3 and fifth in the 
Central Division but only one point behind Vegas for the second wildcard 
berth in the West. 

Kallgren was sharp from beginning to end. He limited the rebounds that 
have plagued his predecessors and denied pucks fired at him from in 
close and through traffic in a way that belied his lack of NHL experience. 

He wasn’t thinking about a possible second start on Thursday. 

“I was called up less than a week ago,” Kallgren said. “I am just trying to 
enjoy this day by day.” 
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Erik Källgren gives the Leafs a perfect antidote to their goaltending woes 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Tue., March 15, 2022 

 

The first thing that stands out about Erik Källgren is how stoic he is. 

He had just become the fourth goalie in the 105-year history of the Maple 
Leafs to earn a shutout in his first NHL start, and he didn’t really seem 
that overwhelmed. 

“It feels good A lot of emotions, but I’m really happy for the win,” he said. 
“Before the game, I just tried to treat it as a regular game. So I just tried 
to do my pre-game routine. During the game, I tried to not think too 
much. Obviously at the end I was happy to keep the shutout.” 

The 35-shot shutout helped Toronto to a 4-0 win over the Dallas Stars. 
John Tavares had a goal and an assist in Auston Matthews’ absence. 
Ondrej Kaše, Rasmus Sandin and Ilya Mikheyev, with an empty netter, 
also scored for the Leafs. 

The last Leafs goalie to earn a shutout in his debut was Garret Sparks, 
and he was in tears when he learned of the feat. Not Källgren. 

“I’ve played some big games before, obviously not in the NHL,” Källgren 
said. “But I have some experiences in big games, so I treated it as a 
normal game and just embraced the moment.” 

Källgren was a standout in the Swedish league playoffs last year, part of 
the reason the Leafs signed him as a free agent over the summer. Given 
the team’s shaky netminding, head coach Sheldon Keefe was asked if 
he’d seen enough to give Källgren another start. Petr Mrázek has 
struggled, and Jack Campbell is sidelined with a rib injury. 

“Let’s let the paint dry on this one,” Keefe said. 

“(Källgren) was OK,” deadpanned Sandin. “He made some really good 
saves. He looked really comfortable and confident back there.” 

The coach’s take 

Keefe was happy the Leafs found a way to play a tight, patient, defensive 
game in front of Källgren, especially with Matthews serving a two-gaem 
suspension. 

“We’re capable of rallying around a situation,” Keefe said. “We have that 
capability of putting together a real, nice responsible game. And we did 
that. No matter who’s in goal for us, we have the ability and the 
responsibility to do a job in front of him and make life easier. But that was 
as good as it’s been for us for a long time defensively.” 

The coach was impressed with Källgren’s standup style and his ability to 
control rebounds, quite the contrast to Mrazek flopping all over the 
crease. 

“Pucks came to him and for the most part, they stuck to him,” Keefe said. 
“Probably the toughest save that he had was the first one. Right away in 
the game, he has to face a 2-on-1 with a clear shot (by Michael Raffl). 
Stands his ground. Makes that save. And I thought from there, he was 
solid. A lot of the saves were from the perimeter. But he made sure 
pucks came to him and that they just stuck to him and settled our team 
down. Impressive.” 

Getting the shutout 

Källgren is 25, a rookie, and a former draft choice of the Arizona Coyotes 
who spent the past couple of seasons in Sweden. He was also the fifth 
goalie the Leafs have used this season, so no one wanted to get too 
excited about him. 

Muted in their early applause, it seemed like fans at the Scotiabank 
Arena understood how unfair it would be to put the hopes and dreams of 
a franchise on Källgren’s shoulders at a time when a talented team was 
struggling. If anything, the fans felt nervous for Källgren. They didn’t want 
to get too high with the highs because they’ve seen lately how low the 
lows can go, at least with Leafs’ goaltending. 

But shot by shot and save by save, they allowed themselves to cheer, 
loudly, for the new guy. 

Dallas Stars forward Tyler Seguin called it before the game: “It can go 
two ways with a new goalie. He can be unbelievable, or he can be a little 
shaky.” 

Källgren chose the first option in notching the Leafs’ first shutout since 
Campbell blanked Ottawa on Jan. 1. Perhaps even more remarkably, it 
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was the first time in nine games the Leafs allowed fewer than three goals 
against. 

His fellow Leafs even talked about it in the second intermission, that 
keeping the shutout was the most important thing. 

“Everybody felt that we need to help him get that shutout,” said Kaše. 

“At the end, I wasn’t on the ice for a couple of minutes, and I thought, ‘I 
don’t know if you should put me on right now because I don’t a want to 
destroy his day,’ ” said Sandin. “But he looked super calm back there and 
I’m super happy for him.” 

Missing Matthews 

It as the Leafs’ first of two games without Matthews. They let it be known 
they weren’t happy with the two-game suspension for the star’s cross-
check of Buffalo defenceman Rasmus Dahlin, given Matthews squeaky-
clean history. 

“There was no intent. You just compete hard and something unfortunate 
happened,” Tavares said. “We’re disappointed. We don’t want him to 
miss any games or think he should, but it is what it is.” 

Out of the gates 

Keefe challenged his players to play more in the offensive zone, and to 
create offence from puck retrieval. Things didn’t go quite as planned, with 
Dallas carrying the play early. But the Leafs scored on their first and 
fourth shots for a 2-0 lead in a period in which the Stars held a 14-10 
advantage in shots on goal. 

Sandin opened the scoring, finishing off a tic-tac-toe play with Tavares 
and Marner with a nifty backhander. Then Tavares got his 20th of the 
season, deflecting a William Nylander shot. It is the 12th time in 13 
seasons Tavares has hit the 20-goal mark. He had 19 in last year’s 56-
game season. 

Marner also notched his 40th assist, getting to that number for the sixth 
straight season. Only Artemi Panarin (seven) has had more 40-assist 
seasons to start a career among active players. 

Källgren turned aside another 12 shots in a goalless second period. 

Keefe said the fact Källgren was starting should not be seen as a knock 
on Petr Mrázek, who was widely criticized after the Leafs’ 5-2 loss 
Sunday in Hamilton. Keefe didn’t see things that way. 

“(There were) enough good things that happened in the outdoor game 
that he should be able to build on,” Keefe said. “I thought he played a 
good game. They got behind us three, four or five times and he was solid 
on those on those plays.” 
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The Robertson brothers, Nick and Jason, have made the most of their 
shots — so many shots 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Tue., March 15, 2022 

 

To say Nick and Jason Robertson have a sibling rivalry might be a bit of 
understatement. 

Nick, the 20-year-old Maple Leafs winger, scored his first NHL regular-
season goal March 3. Jason had hat-tricks for the Dallas Stars the day 
before and the day after. “That was crazy,” says Nick, who was the first 
to score in the NHL playoffs, getting a goal in the bubble two years ago. 

They traded highlights on their way to the NHL. The only season they 
played each other in the OHL — Jason is two years older — Jason made 

the playoffs and Nick didn’t. Nick made the CHL Prospects game in his 
draft year; Jason didn’t. But Jason ended up being taken 39th overall in 
the draft, while Nick went 53rd. 

“We don’t joke about that,” Jason says. “It worked out for him to go to 
Toronto and it worked out for me to go to Dallas.” 

The brothers train together. They play video games together, virtually. 
They talk a lot. They support each other. 

“The only time it gets real competitive is when they play floorball,” says 
their father, Hugh Robertson, in town with his wife, Mercedes, to see their 
sons face each other in the NHL for the first time. 

“Over the summer, they’re playing floorball in the basement, and it’s 10 at 
night, 10:30. I go downstairs and say, ‘Guys stop playing. You’re so loud, 
you’re keeping me awake, you’re keeping everybody awake.’ They’re 
like, ‘No, just watch this a little bit more. Watch this move.’ 

“I said: ‘For crying out loud, you’re both in the NHL and you have me 
come down here to watch you play floorball?’ ” 

That said, when Jason scored his first hat-trick, his father texted Nick 
because one of the goals looked just like Jason playing floorball, 
basically floor hockey with a bandy stick and whiffle ball. 

“He went backhand, forehand, backhand, forehand and put it in,” Hugh 
says. 

The family celebrated Hugh’s 65th birthday Monday, with Jason picking 
up the tab. “He has a few more weeks (in the NHL) than I do,” says Nick. 

“I wanted to treat,” Jason says. “It was a big milestone birthday for him. It 
was nice to be able to have the four of us out and for them to see their 
kids play.” 

They have some practice at that. When the boys played against each in 
junior (Nick with Peterborough, Jason with Kingston and Niagara). mom 
Mercedes would wear the jersey of the son playing the home game and 
the hat of the son on the road. So she had a Leafs jersey Tuesday night 
as she and Hugh finally got to see Nick play live in the NHL. COVID-19 
restrictions had prevented the Michigan couple from crossing the border 
until now. 

“It’s even more special for Nick because of all that he’s had to kind of go 
through by himself,” Mercedes says. “So this is really, truly the first time 
in a very long time I’m able to physically support him. It’s just really nice. 
I’m trying to soak it all in.” 

There are two other siblings. Michael, 23, started the hockey craze when 
the family was in Arcadia, Calif., and is now pursuing a master's degree. 
Brianne, 21, is a professional jujitsu. Hugh managed all three of his boys 
youth hockey teams, and built a synthetic ice rink in their backyard, a 
sunbelt version of the Canadian dream. 

“We had a pretty big backyard,” he says. “It was a 30-by-50 foot rink with 
regulation glass and boards. We put a wedding-event tent over it with 
fans to keep it cool. We would have a skills coach come up. They could 
play all they wanted on it.” 

They also had a shooting range with golf nets in the basement, both in 
California and Michigan, where they would eventually move to further 
their sons’ hockey careers. 

“When they’d first wake up in the morning, before they’d go to school, 
they could shoot indoors,” Hugh says. “Then they would go to practice 
and then, when they come home at night, you put the lights on and they 
go outside and play outside.” 

That devotion is a big reason a couple of brothers from California have 
made it this far. Jason has carved out a reputation as a tremendous 
shooter, and had 101 points in 103 career games heading into Tuesday. 

“He definitely sets the level of where I’ve got to be,” says Nick, who is just 
starting out, with one goal in 13 regular-season games. He has overcome 
broken bones and concussions in the early part of his career, but his 
OHL scoring prowess says he should be able to score at the NHL level, 
too. He had 55 goals in 46 games for the Petes in 2019-20. 

“He’s got tremendous hands, a great shot,” Jason says. “He’s probably 
the hardest worker I’ve ever seen.” 
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And Jason says he has come to appreciate the sacrifices his parents and 
siblings made for Nick and him. 

“A lot of credit goes to my parents for giving us the tools,” he says. “It just 
came down to shooting pucks and working and doing all the little things. 
We shot a lot of pucks. Did a lot of training. 

“We’re still doing that over the summers now.” 
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KALL OF DUTY: Kallgren makes 35 saves to record shutout in first NHL 
start for Maple Leafs 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 15, 2022 

 

Erik Kallgren couldn’t figure out how to get into Scotiabank Arena when 
the Maple Leafs recalled him last Thursday. 

Five days later, and for at least one game, the goaltender got the Leafs 
out of a goaltending mess. 

On Tuesday night against the Dallas Stars, Kallgren played with poise 
and confidence, a couple of crucial factors that have been absent from 
the Leafs’ crease. 

In making 35 saves in a 4-0 Leafs win, Kallgren became the fourth goalie 
in team history and first since Garret Sparks in 2015 to record a shutout 
in his first National Hockey League start. 

“A lot of emotions, but I am really happy for the win,” Kallgren said. 
“Before the game, I just tried to treat it as a regular game. During the 
game, I tried to not think too much. At the end, I was happy we could 
keep the shutout. 

“I felt good. I’ve played in some big games before (in helping Vaxjo win 
the Swedish Hockey League championship last season), but not in the 
NHL. Just tried to treat it as a normal game and embrace the moment.” 

Last week, Kallgren texted Leafs defenceman and fellow Swede Rasmus 
Sandin when he realized he needed to find a way into the club’s home 
rink. 

“That was the first text I got, letting him in here,” Sandin said. “That was 
how I figured out he was called up. I’m super happy for him. 

“He made some really good saves. He looked really calm back there.” 

To say the Leafs needed a good goaltending performance would be 
selling the dire situation short. Jack Campbell was mediocre before he 
was forced out with a rib injury and Petr Mrazek has been just plain bad. 

For one day at least, the calls for general manager Kyle Dubas to acquire 
a goalie before the March 21 NHL trade deadline might quiet down a bit. 

Based on how he played before an appreciative crowd of 18,543, 
Kallgren, who signed with the Leafs last May, should get the start against 
Carolina on Thursday. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe wouldn’t go that far. 

“Let’s let the paint dry on this one here a little bit,” Keefe said. “No matter 
who is in goal, we have the ability and the responsibility to do a job in 
front of them and make life easy.” 

That’s what happened against Dallas. The Leafs turned in their best 
defensive effort in recent memory, as the Stars didn’t have a night full of 
Grade-A chances. When there were tough saves to be made, Kallgren 
was square to the shooter and saw just about every shot. 

Kallgren showed well in a relief appearance against Arizona last 
Thursday after Mrazek was pulled. 

“He continued where he left off,” Keefe said. “He was solid. Pucks came 
to him and for the most part they stuck to him. 

“I thought our team played really well in front of him. The patience level 
early was big. Shift over shift, line over line, the guys just played with a 
lot of intelligence and composure throughout the game. 

“Just the way Erik played gave the group confidence.” 

The Leafs got by without Auston Matthews, who served the first game of 
his two-game suspension for his cross-check on Buffalo Sabres 
defenceman Rasmus Dahlin in the Heritage Classic on Sunday. 

The Leafs are 26-14-2 since the start of Matthews’ career when the 
superstar is out of the lineup. 

With the victory, Keefe made franchise coaching history. Keefe reached 
100 regular-season wins as Leafs coach in 163 games, making him the 
fastest to reach the milestone. Pat Quinn and Dick Irvin Sr. shared the 
original franchise record, as each reached 100 wins in 184 games. 

After the Leafs built a 2-0 lead in the first, Ondrej Kase scored in the 
opening minute of the third when he took a pass from Morgan Rielly and 
blasted a shot past Stars goalie Jake Oettinger. Ilya Mikheyev scored 
into an empty net. 

Keefe had captain John Tavares in the middle between Michael Bunting 
and Mitch Marner, and Alex Kerfoot centred Nick Robertson and William 
Nylander on the second line. 

Sandin scored his fifth goal at 7:22 of the first, on a feed from Mitch 
Marner before going to his backhand to beat Oettinger. It was 2-0 at 
11:16 when a shot by Nylander was deflected by Tavares, who was 
jostling for position with Seguin. It was Tavares’ 20th goal. 

Kallgren was steady with 13 first-period saves. His toughest came late on 
Radek Faksa, when a prone Kallgren made a couple of stops on the 
Stars forward. 
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DRYDEN: My friend Bob Murdoch is struggling with Lewy Body 
Dementia. We must do more to stop head shots in sports 

 

Ken Dryden 

Publishing date:Mar 15, 2022  

 

There is a lot of discussion about Auston Matthews, an outstanding 
player having a great season, and his two-game suspension for cross-
checking Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin in the head. Here’s another take. It 
has to do with Bob Murdoch. 

I walk almost every day, same route, and every day I shoot for a personal 
best. No stopwatch, I look at my regular watch as I begin, note the 
numbers and seconds, then think of numbers of players in all the sports 
I’ve watched as a way to remember my time. For 23, who first comes to 
mind isn’t Michael Jordan or LeBron James, it’s Bob Murdoch. 

Bob and I were teammates and roommates with the Canadian National 
Team in Winnipeg, then teammates again with the Montreal Canadiens. 
Mud, as all his friends call him, was a defenceman and a good, smart 
player, who became even better when he got a chance to be after being 
traded to the Los Angeles Kings. 

We played a lot against each other through the 1970s, he seemed 
always to play well against us, and me. One night in L.A., he snuck in 
from the point, took a pass, and drifted a 40-footer over my left shoulder. 
The worst came a second or two later. I’d turned my head to the side to 
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follow the puck, as my head snapped back forward, as Mud’s momentum 
took him towards the net, at the exact moment I realized it was Mud was 
the exact moment he realized he’d scored, and all I could see was his big 
mouth opening wide, and hear his wimpy, “Yayy!”— as by this time our 
faces seemed only about six inches apart. Later that year, I got a 
package in the mail. All framed and beautiful was the puck. 

Former Canadiens great Ralph Backstrom, right, battles for a loose puck 
with Leafs legend Johnny Bower during their heyday. The late Backstrom 
had also suffered from Lewy Body Dementia and CTE. SUN FILES 

Mud and I talked a few weeks ago. He now lives in Canmore, Alta., with 
his wife, Bev. Bev was on the call, too. Mud isn’t doing very well these 
days. He’s 75, and now lives in an assisted living centre. He has Lewy 
Body Dementia, which affects one’s cognitive and thinking skills. Five 
years ago, Bev and their kids and friends could tell that something wasn’t 
quite right, and really, there had been indications before that. But Mud 
had always been quirky and funny. He’d been a math major at the 
University of Waterloo. He was smart in a way that made you shake your 
head and wonder just how smart he might really be. So maybe this was 
just Mud being Mud. But that wasn’t it. 

He didn’t play a crashing, bashing game. He played with his head. He 
was in very few fights. Everyone who played when he did, and before, 
and for some years after, was. Each team had their tough guy, their 
“policeman,” but every player was expected to right his own wrongs, fight 
his own fights. 

Fortunately, most wrongs were inflicted by ordinary opponents who 
weren’t any better at fighting than you were, so not much damage was 
done. The real damage, as we’ve come to know, arises more often from 
routine hits to the head, over a game, over a season, over a career, 
cumulatively, lots of them, the vast majority of them unpenalized. 

A few weeks ago, I read about Ralph Backstrom. He died about a year 
ago, and he had donated his brain to the researchers at Boston 
University. They announced that Ralph had had CTE. He had also spent 
the last decade of his life with Lewy Body Dementia, slowly, then rapidly 
no longer being Ralph. We had been teammates in Montreal for a few 
exhibition games. By the time I joined the team, he had been traded to 
Los Angeles. In junior, he had been the best player in Canada, which 
meant he’d been the best junior in the world. So good that he went 
directly to the Canadiens, even though they were in the midst of winning 
what remains a record five straight Stanley Cups. He was a great skater, 
and physical in a dogged way, but not a basher and crasher, and not a 
fighter. Like Mud, his fights were infrequent and nearly all accidental. 

Stan Mikita fought more often, especially early in his NHL career with 
Chicago. He had come to Canada after the war from Czechoslovakia, he 
didn’t speak English, and on and off the ice he learned he had to stand 
up for himself. Like Ralph, he wasn’t big, and on the ice his stick was his 
equalizer more often than his fists. He became a great scorer, winning 
the NHL scoring title four times. We were together on Team Canada in 
1972. Some years ago, he was diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia. 
After he died in 2018, it was discovered he had CTE too. 

Mud, Ralph, Stan — makes you mad, doesn’t it? These are players I 
know about. Others know of many more. Doesn’t seem right, does it? 

There’ll be a lot more from our generation of players, from each 
generation after us, and lots more from this generation as well. But the 
worst and most irrefutable symptoms will show up after they retire, out of 
sight to the NHL and NHLPA, to fans and media, to everyone except to 
their families, friends and to themselves. 

There are lots of things to think about these days. Lots in hockey too. 
The NHL and NHLPA talk about doing more. Doing more is good. Doing 
enough, that’s the real point. 
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Tavares understands Matthews' frustration ... Robertson brothers get first 
NHL date together 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 15, 2022 

 

Maple Leafs captain John Tavares could see where Auston Matthews’ 
frustration was coming from. 

Despite his ownership of the puck in most games, Matthews has drawn 
just eight penalties this season, ninth among Leafs.  

Matthews boiled over against Buffalo in the Heritage Classic on Sunday 
in Hamilton, cross-checking Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin in the 
neck during an altercation in front of the Buffalo net.  

That resulted in a two-game suspension for Matthews levied by the 
National Hockey League, a penalty that cost Matthews the chance to 
play against the Dallas Stars on Tuesday and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday.  

“He knows he is going to draw a lot of attention,” Tavares said. “I think it’s 
something he has dealt with his whole life. He’s arguably the best player 
in the league right now and is a Hart Trophy candidate and has a great 
shot to win it.  

“Guys will try to be physical with him, try to push his buttons, but he has 
such a tremendous demeanour.  

“To stand his ground and show that he’s not going to get pushed around 
or let anyone try to get him off his game … He has a good sense of when 
and how to use the physical nature of his game and his frame, and he’s 
done a tremendous job with that all year. 

“I give him so much credit, because you would never know that 
(Matthews might be frustrated) with the way he carries himself. He just 
looks for the next opportunity. Considering the force that he is out there 
and how dominant he has been, (having drawn just eight penalties) 
makes you scratch your head. 

“We’re disappointed (in the suspension). We don’t want him to miss any 
games or think he should, but we’re going to move forward.” 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe didn’t have much to say about the 
suspension, but noted the attention Matthews gets each shift. 

On the other hand, Matthews almost never takes penalties. His 12 
minutes this season is one minor shy of his career high of 14 minutes in 
his rookie season in 2016-17.  

“It goes without saying, for anyone who follows the Leafs or Auston, you 
know the type of player he is,” Keefe said. “He takes a lot, he deals with 
a lot. It’s out of character in this situation, but the league makes a 
decision and you move on from it.” 

BROTHERLY LOVE 

The match between the Leafs and Stars marked the first NHL meeting 
between brothers Nick and Jason Robertson. 

Nick acknowledged his older brother’s first 100 games in the NHL have 
served as an excellent example. Jason is developing into a top winger in 
the NHL, with 101 points in 103 games for Dallas prior to Tuesday. 

In his first 13 games with the Leafs, Nick had one goal and one assist. 

“When your brother has success, you want to have success as well,” 
Nick said. “It’s not more of a pressure or a burden, it’s just ‘OK, he is 
doing the same training I’m doing and he’s been on the same path I’ve 
done.’ He played in the AHL a little bit at 20 years old, got a little look in 
the NHL and the next year played full-time.  

“He definitely sets the level where I want to be. I want to work as hard as 
I can to be at his level.” 

For Jason, watching from afar as Nick has persevered through injuries 
the past couple of seasons, including a broken leg in mid-October with 
the Toronto Marlies, came as no surprise. 
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“He is used to a lot of adversity and he has always responded the right 
way and came back even better,” Jason said. “When he broke his leg it 
was tough for him, but I knew that he was going to stay strong and keep 
focusing and eventually get called up.  

“To see that develop as an older brother is inspiring. I’ll be honest, I could 
always see that coming with that mentality in how hard he works.” 

Nick said he talks to Jason every day. In the summer, the two live and 
train together in Michigan. They played against each other in the Ontario 
Hockey League, and have played together in the past, most recently in a 
men’s league in Aurora.  

The brothers’ parents, Mercedes and Hugh, were at the game and 
watched Nick play live in the NHL for the first time. The family got 
together for dinner on Monday night to celebrate Hugh’s 65th birthday, 
and Jason picked up the tab. 

Were mom and dad going to be wearing split Leafs/Stars jerseys at the 
game? 

“I asked my mom about that,” Nick said. “Maybe in the future, but she just 
wants to wear my jersey. She got it yesterday, so she’s repping the Leafs 
jersey.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Defenceman Jake Muzzin joined the main Leafs group for the morning 
skate for the first time in his recovery from a concussion. Muzzin is 
eligible to come off longterm injured reserve on Saturday when the Leafs 
play in Nashville … Ilya Lyubushkin was moved up to play with Morgan 
Rielly. “We’ve liked a lot about Lyubushkin’s game,” Keefe said. 
“Defensively, it seems that anything that comes in his area gets stopped.” 
… Kyle Clifford played for the first time since Jan. 19, as Wayne 
Simmonds was a healthy scratch. On the blue line, Travis Dermott sat for 
the second game in a row. 
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Game Night: Stars at Maple Leafs 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Mar 15, 2022  

 

DALLAS STARS (32-22-3) at TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (37-17-5) 

Tuesday, 7 p.m., Scotiabank Arena 

TV: TSN4 Radio: AM 1050 

WHY WATCH? Stars align 

The Maple Leafs and Stars meet for the first time since Feb. 13, 2020 (a 
3-2 Dallas win in Toronto) and neither club is bragging about its recent 
play. The Stars have lost their past two games after winning four in a 
row, while the Leafs have lost their past two and four of their past six. 
The Stars aren’t in a playoff spot, but they’re only one point out in the 
Western Conference and should represent a tougher challenge than 
what the Leafs have seen recently. 

POINTS LEADERS 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Auston Matthews 56 45 32 77 +10 

Mitch Marner 50 23 39 62 +11 

William Nylander 59 23 32 55 -12 

DALLAS STARS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Joe Pavelski 57 23 37 60 +14 

Jason Robertson 49 30 25 55 +19 

Roope Hintz 55 23 26 49 +20 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play 

TOR: 29.3% (1st) 

DAL: 23.8% (9th) 

Penalty kill 

TOR: 84.2% (5th) 

DAL: 78.8% (19th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE STARS 

1. The Avengers Line is the moniker that has been given to the trio of 
veteran Joe Pavelski and youngsters Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson. 
With Auston Matthews suspended, we’ll be curious to see how Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe matches up against one of the more formidable 
lines in the NHL. 

2. Goaltender Jake Oettinger has had a fine start to his NHL career, 
losing just 16 of his first 52 starts in regulation. The 23-year-old, who has 
never played against the Leafs, likely will be backed up by Adam Scheel 
as Braden Holtby and Anton Khudobin are nursing injuries. 

3. The Stars won’t have top defenceman Miro Heiskanen, who leads the 
team in ice time at 24 minutes 46 seconds a game, as he fights a bout of 
mononucleosis. It remains a deep group of Dallas defencemen, and you 
can expect John Klingberg to get some attention as he is a prime 
candidate to be traded before March 21. 
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Jason and Nick's duel in Toronto an emotional night for the Robertsons: 
'This is really something else' 

 

Saad Yousuf 

8-11 minutes 16/03/2022 

 

TORONTO — As soon as the Stars and Maple Leafs took the ice for 
warmups at Scotiabank Arena, the marathon began for Hugh and 
Mercedes Robertson. The parents of Dallas forward, Jason, and Toronto 
forward, Nick, had it all planned out. Nick had arranged for tickets in 
Section 114, right behind the goal where the Maple Leafs warm up. 

“Last night, he made a big deal out of that,” Hugh said of Nick’s request 
to have his parents watch him warm up. 

Then, they quickly made their way to the opposite side of the arena 
where Hugh had bought tickets in Section 122, where Jason and the 
Stars would warm up. She couldn’t snap a picture with Jason in time 
because Jason and Nick were called to the middle of the ice for this 
memorable shot. 

Hugh and Mercedes have watched plenty of Jason’s NHL games at 
arenas around the league, primarily the American Airlines Center and 
other NHL arenas. However, this was not only the first time they were 
seeing their boys compete against each other in the NHL, but it was the 
first time they were watching Nick live in an NHL game, as the youngest 
Robertson is relatively new to the NHL scene. 
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“When I saw (Nick) come out of the tunnel, it brought me back to the 
delivery room,” Hugh said. “I haven’t had those feelings for a long, long 
time.” 

When the family met for dinner Monday evening at Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House in downtown Toronto, there was plenty for the family to celebrate. 
Jason had 55 points through 49 games this season, Nick was less than 
two weeks removed from his first NHL goal and their father was 
celebrating his 65th birthday. 

As Jason’s teammate, Luke Glendening, took the family picture, Hugh 
was filled with gratitude. 

“I told Mercedes, ‘This is really cool,’” Hugh said. “This is what it’s about.” 

Jason, by the way, picked up the tab. 

“My brother paid,” Nick said. “He had to pay that one. He’s had a few 
more weeks than I do in this league.” 

It was a moment of togetherness for the family, something that wasn’t 
always easy to come by when Hugh and Mercedes would be trading 
sons at the airport in Los Angeles as one came home from a hockey 
tournament, just in time for the other to leave town for his hockey games. 
The fruits of that hard work and sacrifice were watching the two side by 
side at center ice just before puck drop. Once the puck hit the ice, 
Jason’s shoulder softly nudged Nick and the sentimentality took a 
temporary backseat. 

“They both support each other,” Hugh said. “They’re not going to support 
each other (tonight), we saw that in the first period.” 

That moment Hugh’s referring to came just over 12 minutes into the 
game. Right in front of his own goal, and Section 114, Jason tried to pass 
the puck ahead to a teammate. Nick was in his way and forced the puck 
back to the wall. A small battle for the puck ensued along the boards as 
Nick did everything he could to make things difficult for his older brother. 

“Sometimes, when somebody comes up and they check Jason or 
whatever, Mercedes goes, ‘Oh no, they’re checking him,’” Hugh said 
through a smile. “I said, ‘That was your son who checked him!’ 

“I know what’s going to happen. Tonight, there’s going to be a little 
competition from when Nicky stole the puck from Jason, you know that’s 
going to go in. They’re going to come out like, ‘You know what, I was 
looking over my shoulder’ and Nicky’s going to go, ‘That’s not true,’ back 
and forth, back and forth. They’re so competitive about that. But at the 
end of the day, they want each other to do well.” 

Jason and Nick spent the morning of the game sharing stories that 
provided a glimpse into that mixture of competitiveness but ultimately, a 
deep-rooted love and support for each other. 

“Obviously tonight we’re going to be super competitive but more or less, 
we do stuff together,” Jason said. “In the offseason, we compete a lot, we 
battle and do all of that stuff there but more or less, we play video games 
together, play hockey together, just having fun. We’re competitive when 
we’re playing against each other, but it’s rare. This should be special.” 

In the past year, Jason’s NHL career took off and entered stardom, 
something his younger brother has keenly rooted for and watched. 

“It’s crazy, but I’m not surprised, at the same time,” Nick said. “I know 
people may be, but I know how good he can be. When he’s confident, he 
gets the look and opportunity, I know he seizes it. Hopefully, I can follow 
in his footsteps with that production. … When your brother has success, 
you want to have success as well. It’s not more of a pressure or a 
burden, it’s, ‘OK, he’s doing the same training I’ve been doing, he’s done 
the same path I’ve done.’ 

“He played in the American League at 20 years old, he got a little look at 
the NHL, and the next year was full time. He definitely sets the level I’ve 
got to be at. Whether it’s 100 points in 100 games or whatever it is, I just 
know I want to work as hard as I can to be on his level and just be in that 
same category with him. … His success is not a mistake. He puts in the 
work, he puts in the time and he gets the results, for sure.” 

Though Nick has been inspired by Jason’s success, the older brother has 
been inspired by the younger brother. 

“It’s been a lot of adversity for Nick (the past couple of years). He’s used 
to a lot of adversity and he’s always responded the right way and came 
back even better,” Jason said. “He broke his leg in October and it was 
tough for him, but I knew, for him mentally, he’s going to stay strong and 
just keep focusing and be ready to go and eventually get called up. To 
see that develop as an older brother, it’s definitely inspiring, but I’ll be 
honest, I could always see that coming with that mentality with how hard 
he works. 

“I think he’s probably the hardest worker I’ve ever seen in practice. I 
haven’t seen much in games, but I could only assume he’s the hardest 
worker in games, too. That’s what I expect from him and that’s what I 
know he can do.” 

Though Tuesday night was the first time Jason and Nick played against 
each other on the ultimate hockey stage, it’s not the first time they’ve met 
on opposite ends of the ice. When Jason was in the OHL, between 
Kingston and Niagara, he played a dozen games against Nick, who was 
with Peterborough. 

“We made the playoffs and he didn’t so that’s pretty much — no, I’m just 
joking,” Jason said. “He was 16 when I was 18 so he didn’t play as much 
as a young guy and then his second year, he played more, but then I got 
traded so I didn’t play him often. 

“He made the CHL Prospects game, and I didn’t, so he has that on me. 
And I don’t want to joke about it, but I was (drafted) 39 (overall) and he 
was 53. No, that’s all fun stuff. It worked out better for him. No, don’t joke 
about that, it’s all love. It worked out for him to go to Toronto and it 
worked out for me to go to Dallas so it didn’t matter where we got 
drafted.” 

Things have worked out quite well for the Robertsons. On Tuesday, Nick 
and the Maple Leafs were the 4-0 victors over Jason’s Stars. The 
ultimate victory, though, was for Hugh and Mercedes. 

“I don’t know if it’s a better feeling watching Nick’s first game (live) or 
watching the two of them play,” Hugh said. “Watching the game is hard. 
It’s really hard. I’m telling you, it’s like playing two levels of chess. It’s like 
watching two different games here. 

“Seeing them line up against each other? I told Mercedes, this is just — I 
looked at the crowd and I looked at them and I said, ‘My goodness, this is 
really something else.’ Surreal. Proud. Proud moment.” 
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Maple Leafs report cards: A poised Erik Källgren posts a shutout in his 
first NHL start 

 

Joshua Kloke 

11-13 minutes 16/03/2022 

 

Hello, it’s me, longtime President of the Erik Källgren Fan Club, 
extending a warm welcome to Leafs fans far and wide. 

I’ve reported on the Marlies a fair bit this season and no player has 
impressed me more than the 25-year-old rookie AHL goalie. And the 
same composed, poised, athletic goalie that I listed as one of my MVPs 
in my recent Marlies midseason rankings showed up in his first NHL 
start, stopping all 35 Dallas Stars shots for a 4-0 shutout. Källgren 
became the fourth Leaf goalie in franchise history to post a shutout in his 
first NHL start. 

“I just tried to have fun and enjoy this moment,” said Källgren calmly 
postgame, not breaking from character for even a minute. “It sounds 
cliche, but that’s how I tried to embrace this game.” 
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Beyond Källgren, the Leafs as a whole were equally composed, 
consistently making smart plays which made for one of their better 
games over the last few weeks. 

After two confounding losses in a row for the Leafs, this was yet another 
reminder of what they’re capable of when they put in a disciplined and 
consistent effort. 

First star 

Erik Källgren 

Here are a bunch of very positive remarks on Erik Källgren in his first 
NHL start: 

His positioning was excellent. 

He calmly tracked pucks well, even when there was traffic in front of him. 

He was just as poised and mobile in his first NHL start as he was to start 
his career with the Marlies. 

He made a few difficult saves — perhaps even more difficult considering 
he might have been fighting nerves in his first NHL start: 

And as a result, the team in front of him looked different than they have 
over the last week or so, too. 

Erik Källgren: Knows where the posts are. 

There was even a suggestion in his postgame media availability that he 
could take the starter’s job and run with it, which he downplayed. 

“I’m going to take this very day-by-day. I was called up less than a week 
ago. So I’m still just trying to enjoy this, to be up here and to try to get 
better every day. So (I’m trying) not to think too much here,” said 
Källgren. 

“Certainly the way Erik played today gives the group confidence and I’m 
sure he gains his own confidence,” said head coach Sheldon Keefe. 

The cynical point of view is that this game was a flash in the pan for 
Källgren and that his .904 save percentage in the AHL speaks to a goalie 
that will quickly regress. And even if that is the likeliest outcome, I’d 
rather encourage Leafs fans to enjoy the moment, and get started on 
your Twitter campaign to see Källgren win the Calder Trophy. I’m sure 
that won’t enrage other fanbases even at all. 

Second star 

John Tavares 

With Auston Matthews suspended, Tavares stepped up into the first line 
and ran with the opportunity, having one of his better games of late. 
Tavares’ movement on the Leafs’ first goal was impressive: He slowed 
down the play while holding onto the puck, allowing Mitch Marner to find 
space and eventually move the puck to Rasmus Sandin, the goal scorer. 

A hard-fought faceoff win from Tavares meant the Leafs kept control of 
the puck right before he tipped in a shot for the Leafs’ second goal, his 
20th of the season. That was just one of the 11 out of 16 faceoffs 
Tavares won. 

Those were the highlights but there was a consistency in his game, 
particularly defensively, that stood out. His underlying numbers were 
sterling: The Leafs had 23 five-on-five shot attempts when Tavares was 
on the ice and only seven against, and 85 percent of the five-on-five 
expected goals when he was on the ice. 

Third star 

Ilya Mikheyev 

Mikheyev’s peskiness while forechecking helped the Leafs keep the puck 
in the Stars zone. That same peskiness was at play when trying to force 
turnovers in the Leafs zone, too. As has been the case lately, he 
continually showed his strength while forcing his way toward the net, 
firing eight (!) shots on goal. He was eventually rewarded with an empty 
net goal. 

But even this praise might be selling him short. Dude’s persistent energy 
reminded me of my toddler son running laps around the house to avoid 
bath time. 

Player reports 

A- 

Michael Bunting 

A smart cross-ice pass from Bunting eventually helped create the Leafs’ 
first goal. He kept his feet moving all game and his ability to force 
turnovers in the neutral zone was a highlight of his play. 

Rasmus Sandin 

Not only did Sandin throw a bruising hit on Stars forward Alex Radulov to 
force a turnover in the first period, he followed it up with some impressive 
skill near the goal and tucked in a backhand goal. 

That was just the start of things to come as Sandin had a dominant 
game, moving the puck into all the right places more often than not and 
playing with consistent energy. 

T.J. Brodie 

Brodie protected the puck well throughout the game, fending off 
opposition players trying to throw checks. His puck movement, as it so 
often is, was clean. 

Morgan Rielly 

An excellent pinch from Rielly in his first shift helped prevent a possible 
odd-man rush against. Rielly’s strong puck movement was evident 
throughout the game, perhaps no more than with his third-period primary 
assist on Kase’s goal. The defenceman ended up having an exceptional 
game with two total assists, making a difference in all areas of the ice in 
his 22:47 TOI, a team high. 

Mitch Marner  

Marner’s feed to Sandin on the Leafs’ first goal was simple but effective. 
He ended up making a few fancier passes as the game went on. 

Marner didn’t seem to lose a step without Matthews, finding Bunting with 
his passing time and time again. Marner found himself in dangerous 
positions consistently, too. He had two assists. 

B+ 

Ondřej Kaše 

Strangely, I didn’t notice much of Kase’s play throughout the first two 
periods, but he certainly announced himself in the game as he took a 
step away from nearby Stars and quickly fired a one-time shot in for an 
early third-period power-play goal. 

Timothy Liljegren  

Liljegren showed his hockey IQ by working to intercept Stars passes and 
finding open ice in the offensive zone. He made a few key little plays to 
send the puck to teammates as well, and used his stick in an effective 
manner when defending. Keefe wasn’t particularly complimentary of 
Liljegren’s play on Tuesday morning, but I thought Liljegren responded 
well with a noteworthy game. The Leafs had 64 percent of the five-on-five 
expected goals when he was on the ice, and he had an assist. 

Ilya Lyubushkin  

It feels like Lyubushkin is getting more and more comfortable controlling 
the puck and sending outlet passes with every passing game for the 
Leafs. Obviously those aren’t the attributes he was acquired for by Kyle 
Dubas, but it has to be a pleasant surprise nonetheless as he played with 
Rielly and logged 17:47, his second-highest TOI as a Leaf. 

"It's Ilya Lyubushkin time!" 

But Lyubushkin did other Lyubushkin-esque things too, stopping Stars 
dead in their tracks with hit after hit. 

Lyubushkin was caught on the ice on the team’s too many men penalty in 
the second period, even if it was a negligible call.  
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B 

William Nylander 

Pucks on net, amirite?: 

Nylander might not have had an electric game, but he made a few good 
passes that helped set up teammates for scoring chances and quietly 
had five shots on goal. A good game overall. 

B- 

Alex Kerfoot 

I have all the time in the world for Kerfoot’s determined work to strip the 
puck from Stars players while seemingly alone on an island in the 
offensive zone. 

Kerfoot drew a penalty in the second period and while he only had one 
shot on goal, he still had a decent enough game. 

David Kämpf 

Kampf’s persistence on the penalty kill was notable. He did have four 
shots on goal but his faceoff percentage of 33 percent certainly leaves 
something to be desired. 

Pierre Engvall 

Engvall drifted in and out of the play through the first two periods but 
eventually had his first seriously impactful shift late in the second period 
when he set up Ilya Mikheyev with a perfectly-placed pass for a clear 
scoring chance. 

Nick Robertson  

Some decent puck protection along the boards from the small-ish forward 
early on stuck out, as did his energetic movement to find space in the 
third period. He ended up with two shots on goal and the better game 
than his brother, Jason, who he was facing in the NHL for the first time. 

C+ 

Jason Spezza 

Spezza looked active with his stick, trying to poke the puck free from 
multiple Stars players.  

Kyle Clifford 

Clifford didn’t show much rust in his first few shifts while playing his first 
NHL game since January 19, throwing his body around with energy and 
making a few quick, sharp passes. 

Justin Holl 

Crucial play from Holl near the Leafs goal here: 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: A 

The Leafs were dominant throughout the deserved win, outshooting the 
Stars 40 to 33, owning 53 percent of the five-on-five possession and 57 
percent of the five-on-five expected goals. Sure, the Stars didn’t make life 
difficult with their own offence all that much. But for the most part, the 
Leafs managed the puck well, locked things down defensively and tried 
to force shots from the perimeter in front of Källgren in a way they haven’t 
done consistently as of late. 

Oh, and this was a Leafs team that was without Matthews, their own 
MVP, which pushes their grade up. 

Where do the Leafs go from here? 

The Leafs will practice Wednesday before the Carolina Hurricanes arrive 
in Toronto for a Thursday game at Scotiabank Arena. The finishing 
touches on the Erik Källgren statue on Legends Row outside the arena 
should likely be completed just before puck drop. 
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Alex Ovechkin passes Jaromir Jagr for third place on the NHL’s all-time 
goals list 

What to know from the Capitals’ 4-3 shootout win over the Islanders 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

The chants for Alex Ovechkin were deafening Tuesday night at Capital 
One Arena as Washington’s captain hopped up and down in glee and the 
Capitals jumped over the boards to share in the 36-year-old Russian’s 
latest and greatest accomplishment. 

Ovechkin passed Jaromir Jagr for third place on the NHL’s all-time goals 
list, scoring his 767th in front of an exuberant sea of red during a 4-3 
shootout win over the New York Islanders. 

“I’m happy being the first European player all of time on goals,” Ovechkin 
said. “It’s pretty cool. Pass all those names, legends — it’s history. It’s 
going to be forever. Hope somebody going to break my record, and we 
will see.” 

Ovechkin’s milestone goal came against a Metropolitan Division rival that 
had former Capitals coach Barry Trotz behind the bench and ex-
Washington goalie Semyon Varlamov between the pipes. Right off a 
faceoff won by Evgeny Kuznetsov, Ovechkin ripped a shot past Varlamov 
at 15:02 of the third period to put the Capitals ahead 3-2. A group hug 
formed around the Capitals’ captain as the crowd gave Ovechkin a 
standing ovation and chanted: “Ovi! Ovi!” 

“I have pretty good chances previous games,” Ovechkin said. “Finally 
[Kuznetsov] win a good faceoff right on my stick. To score on a very good 
friend Varly, it’s nice, too.” 

It was Ovechkin’s 37th goal of the season as he continues his pursuit of 
Wayne Gretzky’s NHL record of 894. Gordie Howe sits in second at 801. 

“He’s got a lot of game left in him. He’s got a lot of time, a lot of game,” 
Coach Peter Laviolette said. 

Ovechkin passed Jagr’s total in 477 fewer games. In a video shared by 
the NHL on social media, Jagr congratulated Ovechkin but told him with 
a wink to keep scoring — because he might return to the NHL one day 
“and start chasing you.” Jagr turned 50 last month, but he’s still playing 
(for a team that he owns) in his hometown of Kladno, Czech Republic. 

A very special congratulations from Jaromir Jagr to Alex Ovechkin (plus a 
little surprise at the end).   pic.twitter.com/HGgSlqRTaQ 

— NHL (@NHL) March 16, 2022 

Before passing Jagr, Ovechkin surpassed Marcel Dionne (731) for fifth in 
October and Brett Hull (741) for fourth in November. 

“He’s obviously been a force in this league for a long time and is chasing 
down some pretty special players ahead of him,” Edmonton Oilers star 
Connor McDavid said last week. “It’s fun to kind of watch from afar.” 

Ovechkin tied Jagr, a former Capitals player whose tenure with the 
franchise indirectly led to the Ovechkin era in D.C., with two goals in 
Washington’s 5-4 win at Calgary on March 8. He went without a goal in 
games at Edmonton and Vancouver before surging past Jagr at home 
Tuesday night. 

“Obviously it’s always fun when you get a milestone and you get a win,” 
Ovechkin said. “Obviously it sucks when my kids didn’t see it, my wife 
didn’t see it, my parents, but they’re watching at home. They’re happy, 
and that’s the most important thing.” 

Ovechkin’s parents, his wife and their two kids are in Russia. He has 
faced backlash since his comments last month about his home country’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Ovechkin has voiced support for Russian President 
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Vladimir Putin in the past, and he said the past few weeks have been 
“tough.” 

“It’s been tough, but we’re athletes and we just have to do our job and 
focus in on the thing what we’re doing best,” he said. “We just play 
hockey and enjoy our moment.” 

Ovechkin’s goal obviously was the highlight of the night, but the game 
was a wild back-and-forth affair. 

After Ovechkin put the Capitals ahead, the Islanders’ Anders Lee tied it 
at 3 with the extra attacker on the ice and just under two minutes left. 
Neither team could end it in overtime — Varlamov thwarted several great 
chances for the Capitals — before Anthony Mantha got the winner in the 
eighth round of the shootout. Goalie Vitek Vanecek kept the Capitals in it 
during the tiebreaker; he and Varlamov finished with 29 saves apiece. 

The Capitals went ahead on a Mantha goal in the first period before 
Brock Nelson tied it at 1 with a rebound goal early in the second. The 
Capitals challenged for goaltender interference but were denied. Nelson 
then nearly gave the Islanders the lead after he beat Vanecek clean, but 
his shot hit both posts and bounced out. 

The wacky second period continued when Washington appeared to go 
ahead 2-1 with six minutes left after defenseman Justin Schultz’s shot 
bounced off Kuznetsov and found the net. But the Islanders won an 
offside challenge, keeping the score tied. 

The Islanders grabbed a 2-1 lead after Josh Bailey made a nice play to 
set up Kyle Palmieri on a backdoor feed with 2:58 left in the second. Axel 
Jonsson-Fjallby tied it on his first NHL goal with 9:47 left in regulation off 
an odd-man rush set up by a smooth move from defenseman Dmitry 
Orlov. Jonsson-Fjallby became the ninth Capitals rookie to score his first 
NHL goal this season. 

Here’s what else to know from Tuesday’s win: 

Mantha’s surge continues 

Mantha continued his impressive stretch since returning from shoulder 
surgery. He gave the Capitals the lead by using a keen eye and solid 
body positioning to knock in a rebound with 7:39 left in the first. It was his 
second goal in his sixth game back following a four-month rehab 
process. 

Mantha’s impact is obvious as Washington continues its renaissance; 
Tuesday brought its fifth win in six games. His presence on the second 
line has added another scoring threat and a physical asset. 

Eller still isolating, Vecchione up 

Center Lars Eller missed the game and is still isolating in Vancouver after 
testing positive for the coronavirus during the Capitals’ trip there last 
week. It is unclear how long he must isolate before he can return to the 
United States. 

With Eller unavailable, Washington called up center Mike Vecchione from 
the Hershey Bears of the American Hockey League. Vecchione, 29, was 
a healthy scratch against the Islanders. He played two games for the 
Philadelphia Flyers during the 2016-17 season and has been in the AHL 
since. He had 12 goals and 24 assists in 43 games for the Bears. 

Sprong returns 

Winger Daniel Sprong returned to the lineup after being a healthy scratch 
in eight of the Capitals’ previous nine games. He had a few high-danger 
opportunities early but couldn’t light the goal lamp. 

Sprong’s fit in Washington continues to be a question ahead of Monday’s 
trade deadline. General Manager Brian MacLellan said early this month 
that he thought Sprong had showed glimpses of solid play and praised 
his scoring ability but noted that his 200-foot game still needs work. 
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Alex Ovechkin scores 767th goal, passes Jaromir Jagr for 3rd on NHL list 

 

By Stephen Whyno - Associated Press - Tuesday, March 15, 2022 

 

WASHINGTON — Alex Ovechkin danced around in the middle of the ice 
by himself after shooting the puck into the net once again. 

He was not alone for long. 

Seconds after Ovechkin scored his 767th goal to pass Jaromir Jagr for 
third on the NHL career list, he was surrounded by his Washington 
Capitals teammates while fans roared in approval. Chants of “Ovi! Ovi!” 
filled what has been his home arena for almost two decades, and they 
returned after a 4-3 victory against the New York Islanders that will be 
remembered more for Ovechkin‘s latest milestone than the eight-round 
shootout that followed. 

“I think everybody wants me to score that goal,” Ovechkin said. 
“Everybody involved with this milestone. I would say I’m very happy and 
thankful to be on this team for such a long time, especially with those 
guys.” 

Ovechkin‘s goal to move behind only legends Wayne Gretzky and Gordie 
Howie capped a turbulent stretch for the longtime Russia-born captain 
and the face of the Stanley Cup-winning hockey franchise in the U.S. 
capital. Amid his home country’s invasion of Ukraine ordered by Vladimir 
Putin, whom he has long supported, and with his wife and children stuck 
back home in Russia, Ovechkin got a brief chance on the ice to soak in 
the biggest individual accomplishment of his career. 

“It’s been tough, but we’re athletes and we just have to do our job and 
focus in on the thing what we’re doing best,” Ovechkin said. “We just play 
hockey and enjoy our moment.” 

Ovechkin‘s moment came with 4:58 left in the third period when 
countryman Evgeny Kuznetsov won a faceoff to put the puck on his good 
friend’s stick. Ovechkin beat another good friend in Islanders goaltender 
Semyon Varlamov to finally break a tie with Jagr, whose unproductive 
Capitals tenure from 2001-04 made him unpopular among Washington 
fans. 

The 36-year-old from Moscow has had no such issues at home, even 
since Putin invaded Ukraine last month. Booed at times during a trip 
across western Canada, Ovechkin got a standing ovation from Capitals 
fans who have cheered for him and chanted his name throughout his 17-
year career in North America. 

Ovechkin was quick to point out his sad reality that wife Anastasia and 
sons Sergei and Ilya Aleksandrovich were not among the crowd of 
18,000-plus there to witness this goal. 

“Obviously, it sucks when my kids didn’t see it, my wife didn’t see it, my 
parents, but they’re watching at home,” he said. “They’re happy, and 
that’s the most important thing.” 

The next important milestone for Ovechkin is No. 800 –a plateau only 
Gretzky and Howe have reached in hockey history. Ovechkin needs 35 
goals to pass Howe and 128 to break Gretzky‘s record of 894 that was 
long thought to be unapproachable. 

“You never know what’s going to happen in the future,” Ovechkin said. 
“You never know what’s going to happen tomorrow. I’m happy I did it and 
we did it as a team. Now it’s just a period of time, and if I can do it, I will.” 

Ovechkin scored in the shadow of the Capitals‘ 2018 Stanley Cup banner 
with Barry Trotz standing on the visiting bench. Trotz coached 
Washington to their first title in franchise history, and Ovechkin was 
playoff MVP. 

There have been plenty of doubters over the years that Ovechkin could 
keep scoring like this in his mid-30s and catch Gretzky. Trotz is not one 
of them. 

“The one thing that I’ve learned about Ovi over my time is that when you 
doubt Ovi or you say he can’t do it, he digs in,” Trotz said. “He just digs in 
and is determined on that. And I think over time he’s learned to train 
probably a little different. It’s pretty amazing.” 
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Ovechkin also is three goals away from reaching 40 for the 12th time in 
his NHL career. That would tie Gretzky for the most 40-goal seasons in 
history. 

“For now, he just friend, teammate,” Kuznetsov said while sitting next to 
Ovechkin. “He‘s so close to us, and we never even talk about (how he 
has) accomplished all those milestones. I’m pretty sure one day when I’m 
going to retire, I hope he‘s going to be still friends with me, we’re going to 
sit somewhere and think about and remember some of those 
milestones.” 

In a pre-taped congratulatory video message, Jagr joked that Ovechkin 
better keep this up because he hasn’t yet hung up his skates. 

“Keep scoring, because, as you know, I didn’t retire from hockey yet and 
there’s a chance I might come back to the NHL and start chasing you,” 
said Jagr, who’s still playing at age 50 for the team he owns in the Czech 
Republic. 

Ovechkin said Jagr would have been further up the list if not for a three-
year stint in the Russia-basked KHL. But Ovechkin has also lost time to 
two lockouts and the pandemic that makes his climb even more 
impressive. 

Under contract until age 40, Ovechkin at his current pace this season 
would need to average 29 goals over the next four years to pass Gretzky 
before his current deal expires. 

NOTES: Washington rookie Axel Jonsson-Fjallby scored his first NHL 
goal and joked about Ovechkin, “I’ll probably beat him.” Anthony Mantha 
also scored in the first period and the shootout for the Capitals, who got 
29 saves from Vitek Vanecek and are 5-0-1 in their past six games. … 
Brock Nelson, Kyle Palmieri and Anders Lee scored for the Islanders, 
whose winning streak ended at three. Lee’s goal with 1:59 left sent the 
game to overtime after Ovechkin gave the Capitals the lead. 
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Alex Ovechkin passes Jaromir Jagr for third on NHL goals list 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Wayne Gretzky, Gordie Howe, Alex Ovechkin. That's now how the NHL's 
all-time goals list reads. 

With his goal Tuesday against the New York Islanders, Ovechkin passed 
Jaromir Jagr and now stands alone at No. 3 on the all-time scoring list. 
Ovechkin has 767 goals in his career, just 127 away from Wayne 
Gretzky's record of 894. 

With the score tied at 2 in the third period, the puck came to Ovechkin 
right off of the offensive zone draw. He went backhand, forehand, then 
snapped the shot past goalie Semyon Varlamov for the historic goal. 

The goal was Ovechkin's 37th of the season, pulling him into a tie with 
Kyle Connor for fourth in the NHL for the season. 

After passing Jagr, there are only two players left to catch: Howe with 
801 and Gretzky at 894. Given Ovechkin's incredible scoring pace this 
season, we could see him reach 800 and catch Howe as early as next 
season. From there, all eyes will be on the Great 8 and his pursuit of 
Gretzky. 

Ovechkin signed a five-year contract prior to the 2021-22 season. He had 
to average 33 goals per year to pass Gretzky by the end of the contract. 
He is ahead of pace already this season, which is important considering 
he will be 40 years old in Year 5 and it is unlikely even the Great 8 will be 
scoring 33 goals by then. 

But at age 36, Ovechkin still remains one of the top goal-scorers in the 
NHL and he has passed yet another all-time great on his climb to the top. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.16.2022 
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Caps continue to roll with win on Ovechkin's historic night 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Alex Ovechkin scored career goal No. 767 to pass Jaromir Jagr for third 
on the all-time goals list as the Capitals defeated the New York Rangers 
4-3 in a shootout on Tuesday. 

Here are some observations from the game. 

No. 767 

Ovechkin scored goal No. 767 in the third period to pull himself ahead of 
Jagr into sole possession of third place on the NHL's all-time goal list. 
With the score tied at 2, the puck came to Ovechkin right off of the 
offensive zone draw. He went backhand, forehand, then snapped the 
shot past goalie and former teammate Semyon Varlamov. The entire 
team left the bench to celebrate the historic goal after receiving 
permission from the league to do so prior to the game. 

Ovechkin is now the all-time leading European scorer and No. 3 all-time. 

Wayne Gretzky (894) 

Gordie Howe (801) 

Alex Ovechkin (767) 

That's it. That's the goal list. 

Anders Lee would score just 2:59 later to tie the game at 3 and force 
overtime, but Anthony Mantha would win it in Round 8 of the shootout for 
the win. 

Mantha stays hot 

Anthony Mantha has played well since his return from shoulder surgery 
and that continued Tuesday. Mantha opened up the scoring with his first 
period tally as he whacked the puck through the legs of Varlamov. 
Evgeny Kuznetsov threw it to the front of the net and Varlamov could not 
corral it, allowing Mantha the chance to hit it home. 

A shoulder injury back in November kept Mantha out until March. Now in 
six games since returning, he has two goals, one assist, a shootout 
winner and is playing very well. 

A bad night for the coach's challenge 

Brock Nelson tied the game at 1 in the second period. Dmitry Orlov 
blocked a shot from Zdeno Chara, but the puck went right to Nelson who 
had an empty net as Vanecek had stepped to the top of the crease to 
challenge the initial shot. 

Washington coach Peter Laviolette, however, challenged the goal for 
goalie interference. Anders Lee was right next to Vanecek and took a 
swipe at the initial shot with his stick, delivering a whack to the pads of 
Vanecek. Replay showed he then gave another quick whack after that 
and Vanecek reacted. 

While the whack was unnecessary, it was minor enough that it would be 
hard to argue that it somehow interfered with Vanecek's ability to defend 
the goal. The referees agreed as Washington lost the challenge and was 
issued a bench minor as a result. The Caps survived the penalty, but the 
damage was done. 

Justin Schultz gave Washington the lead back later in the second, but 
this time it was Barry Trotz's turn to challenge for offside. On review, you 
could see Kuznetsov enter into the offensive zone ahead of the puck, 
thus negating the goal and costing the Caps once again. 

If at first you don't succeed... 

Later in the second, New York's J.G. Pageau fed Kyle Palmieri with a 
nice pass to the far post. Vanecek was just able to slide over to make a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 16, 2022 

 

nice save on what was a really good opportunity. It was so good, in fact, 
that New York tried it again. 

Josh Bailey entered the left side of the offensive zone with the puck. 
When challenged by John Carlson, Bailey deked the puck inside catching 
Carlson flat-footed. He made a line for the net, then found Palmieri on the 
back post again. This time, Palmieri buried it for the 2-1 lead. 

A first for Jonsson-Fjallby 

Trailing by one in the third period, Dmitry Orlov intercepted a pass in the 
defensive zone and decided to push the offense. Axel Jonsson-Fjallby 
joined him on the 2-on-2 rush. Orlov deked Lee in the neutral zone 
creating a 2-on-1, then made a fantastic pass to set up Jonsson-Fjallby 
for the game-tying goal. 

The goal is the first NHL goal of Jonsson-Fjallby's career. 

The Caps have seen a lot of rookies in and out of the lineup this season 
due to injuries and COVID absences. Now in for the injured Carl Hagelin, 
Jonsson-Fjallby is the ninth Caps player to score his first career NHL 
goal this season. 

#ALLCAPS Axel Jonsson-Fjallby becomes the 9th @Capitals player to 
score his first career NHL goal this season- highest total for the #Caps 
since 1981-82— Ben Raby (@BenRaby31) March 16, 2022 
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Jagr congratulates Ovechkin on milestone, issues playful warning 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

Jaromir Jagr is no sore loser, but the hockey legend left Alex Ovechkin 
with a light-hearted, cautionary message after the Capitals star passed 
him for the third-most goals in NHL history Tuesday night with No. 767. 

JagrðŸ¤ Ovechkin@68Jagr pays tribute to the Great 8 for passing him 
on the all-time goals list with career tally No. 767! #ALLCAPS 
pic.twitter.com/mWaCiMjMeB— NBC Sports Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) 
March 16, 2022 

“Alex, the Great 8, congratulations, now you become the leading NHL 
goal-scorer among European players,” Jagr said in a video aired at 
Capital One Arena. “But keep scoring, keep scoring, because as you 
know, I didn’t retire from hockey yet and there is a chance I might come 
back to the NHL and start chasing you.” 

Ovechkin, who had already passed Marcel Dionne (731) and Brett Hull 
(741) on the all-time goals list this season, notched the historic score with 
just under four minutes left in the third period of a 2-2 game against the 
New York Islanders. Former teammate Semyon Varlamov was in net for 
New York, unable to stop the puck as it flew over his left shoulder. 

With the goal, Ovechkin now trails only Gordie Howe (801) and Wayne 
Gretzky (894) for the most ever. 
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With goal No. 767 comes both pride and relief for Ovechkin 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Alex Ovechkin has reached a lot of milestones over the course of his 
career, but some matter more to him than others. On Tuesday when he 
scored goal No. 767 to move into third on the NHL's all-time goal list and 

become the all-time leading European scorer, it was clear that this 
milestone meant just a little bit more to the Great 8. 

"This means a lot," Ovechkin told NBC Sports Washington's Al Koken in 
a postgame interview. "Obviously, for this organization, for the fans, for 
my family who watched it right now in Russia. I'm very excited, very 
happy and it's nice to be No. 1 all-time who play from Europe. ... It's very 
special." 

"I'm happy being the first European player all of time on goals, Russian-
born player," Ovechkin continued during the postgame press conference. 
"It's pretty cool. Pass all those names, legends -- it's history. It's gonna 
be forever. Hope somebody gonna break my record and we will see." 

But with the sense of pride Ovechkin feels over goal No. 767 also came a 
sense of relief. Even for arguably the greatest goal-scorer of all time, 
sometimes those milestones can be hard to finally reach. 

"He probably get more worried about sometimes [if the goal] happen," 
teammate and countryman Dmitry Orlov said. "I think once it was same 
thing, he should beat Sergei Fedorov." 

Orlov added, "You can see he was frustrating [then] and same type of 
thing here." 

On Nov. 8, 2015, Ovechkin scored career goal No. 483 against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs to tie Sergei Fedorov for the most goals among a 
Russian-born player. He scored a second goal that game to break the 
record, but it was called back on a review for goalie interference. That 
goal weighed on Ovechkin as he would go on to have a four-game goal 
drought. It took him five more  games to finally push through and pass 
Fedorov, scoring No. 484 on Nov. 19 against the Dallas Stars. 

Fast-forward to 2022. Ovechkin tied Jagr on March 8 against the Calgary 
Flames with his second goal of the night. He then missed another empty-
net opportunity just minutes later. The following night, he missed a wide-
open net against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Against the Vancouver Canucks, an Ovechkin shot squeaked past goalie 
Thatcher Demko and trickled onto the goal line, but Kuznetsov swept it 
into the net, thus claiming the goal that would have been Ovechkin's. 

Entering Tuesday's game, it certainly appeared as if No. 767 was 
weighing heavy in Ovechkin's mind. He is never shy about shooting, but 
he seemed to be releasing the puck too early on opportunities from too 
far out. His shots were easily turned aside without doing much to 
threaten New York Islanders goalie Semyon Varlamov. Ovechkin reacted 
to almost every shot with a frustrated look to the ceiling, wondering when 
the goal would finally come. 

It did in the third period. Kuznetsov won an offensive-zone draw back to 
Ovechkin who went backhand, forehand, and snapped the puck past 
Varlamov. 

"I just close my eyes and shoot," Ovechkin said. "I have pretty good 
chances previous games. Finally, Kuzy win a good faceoff right on my 
stick." 

Ovechkin took a few steps back in celebration, appearing almost to do a 
jig in celebration. He was mobbed by his teammates who cleared the 
bench to celebrate. 

It was a moment of excitement, of joy and also of relief. 

Ovechkin joked afterward that the pressure he felt was all from 
Kuznetsov. 

"I have pressure from Kuzy: empty nets, breakaways," Ovechkin said. 
"It's hard to play with that kind of center when you have pressure all the 
time. He wants to be in history, and right now, he is. He's relieved, too, 
right?" 

As much as he joked, however, there was no hiding how much No. 767 
meant to him and how relieved he was to get there. 

"It's proud moment for all of us," Ovechkin said. "It's great for hockey, 
and it's great for fans. I'm happy to be in this company, I'm happy to be in 
this organization, I'm happy to be in this league. All we do is just have fun 
and try to win a game and enjoy." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.16.2022 
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Kuznetsov assists on Ovechkin's milestone goal, finally gets in picture 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

He’d made a few references in the past about not being included in Alex 
Ovechkin’s 700th goal photo, or any other picture of an Ovechkin 
milestone throughout the years, to the point where it became a running 
joke. 

Tuesday, the ninth-year center finally got his wish.  

Ovechkin scored his 767th career goal against the Islanders in the third 
period of a 4-3 shootout win, off a faceoff win by Kuznetsov. And long 
after the fans at Capital One Arena had stopped chanting Ovechkin’s 
name and the game ended, the moment was documented properly in the 
dressing room.  

ðŸ–Š ð Ÿ¯ð —¿ð —± ð —”ð —¹ð —¹ ð —§ð —¶ð —ºð —
²#ALLCAPS pic.twitter.com/Fg6JDdhMh0— Washington Capitals 
(@Capitals) March 16, 2022 

"I got in the picture finally,” Kuznetsov said postgame with a laugh and a 
glance toward the captain. “It took seven years." 

It was Kuznetsov who assisted on Ovechkin’s 700th goal just over two 
years ago in New Jersey as well. 

7ï¸ âƒ£0ï¸ âƒ£0ï¸ âƒ£#ALLCAPS #700vi pic.twitter.com/Eubiq6lvK0— 
Washington Capitals (@Capitals) February 22, 2020 

"I have pressure from Kuzy,” Ovechkin cracked. “Empty nets, 
breakaways. It's hard to play with that kind of center when you have 
pressure all the time. He wants to be in history, and right now, he is. He's 
relieved, too, right?" 

Through the laughs and the jokes and the smiles, though, the historic 
moment wasn’t lost on either of them. Ovechkin is now just 34 goals 
away from tying Gordie Howe for second all-time and 127 away from 
tying Wayne Gretzky for first, a seemingly surreal sentence for anyone to 
put into words.   

Ovechkin’s goal chase was once just one wildly impressive milestone 
after the next as names like Mark Messier, Steve Yzerman and Mario 
Lemieux were knocked down the list by every Ovechkin goal.  

But with just “Mr. Hockey” and “The Great One” left to chase down, there 
was a sense of reality amongst the players over what type of goal No. 
767 was, and what it means in the historical context of the sport.  

"For now, he just friend, teammate, right?” Kuznetsov said. “You don't 
really even think about who you play with. For us, he's so close to us, 
and we never even talk about his accomplish(ing) all those milestones. 
I'm pretty sure one day when I'm gonna retire, I hope he's gonna be still 
friends with me, we're gonna sit somewhere and think about and 
remember some of those milestones. For now, we're kind of turn the 
page and focus next. It's such a long year and such a hard career, so you 
just don't even think about that." 

And whenever the day comes that Kuznetsov and Ovechkin no longer 
play together, or even when they stop playing the game altogether, 
Kuznetsov will surely remember goal No. 767 in his ever-growing 
memories in Washington. 

And now, he’ll have the picture to remember it by too. 
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‘It’s history’: Alex Ovechkin scores goal No. 767, passing Jaromir Jagr for 
3rd all-time 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir Mar 16, 2022  

 

WASHINGTON — For the second game in a row, a former Capitals 
coach stood behind the bench hoping Alex Ovechkin would not rewrite 
the NHL’s history book against his current team. 

On Friday, Vancouver’s Bruce Boudreau got his wish.  

On Tuesday, the New York Islanders’ Barry Trotz was not as lucky. 

With 4 minutes, 58 seconds remaining in the Capitals’ eventual 4-3 
shootout victory, Ovechkin scored goal No. 767 to pass Jaromir Jagr and 
take sole possession of third place on the league’s all-time goals list. 

Now, only Wayne Gretzky, with 894 goals, and Gordie Howe, with 801, 
are ahead of the Caps’ captain.  

“Obviously, I’m happy being the first European player all of time in goals,” 
Ovechkin said. “Russian-born player. It’s pretty cool. Pass all those 
names, legends — it’s history. It’s gonna be forever. Hope somebody 
gonna break my record. We will see.” 

After being held without a goal in Edmonton and Vancouver last week, 
Ovechkin joked that he held out on purpose, preferring to celebrate his 
milestone moment with Washington’s fans. 

“I save it for home,” he cracked. 

Did he ever.  

Evgeny Kuznetsov beat Jean-Gabriel Pageau in the faceoff circle, 
drawing the puck back to Ovechkin, who stickhandled the puck 
momentarily before uncorking one of his trademark wrist shots to the 
short side, over Semyon Varlamov’s glove hand, to give the Caps a 
shortlived 3-2 lead. 

“Finally Kuzy win a good faceoff right on my stick,” Ovechkin said with a 
smile. “And to score on a very good friend, Varly, it’s nice, too.” 

“That’s one of his spots,” coach Peter Laviolette said. 

“It was awesome,” Laviolette added. “I mean, it was a big goal at the time 
— they’re all big — but that was a big one at the time. A meaningful goal. 
Then to come back and put a win on the end of it, which makes it even a 
better night where you get a chance to enjoy it and take a second.” 

Kuznetsov joked about finally getting in one of Ovechkin’s milestone goal 
photos, noting that he had been frozen out after goal No. 700, despite 
registering the primary assist. 

“He didn’t put me in the picture; it was just him,” Kuznetsov said, 
laughing.  

Well, what about this time? Did he get in the picture? 

 “Yeah, I did,” he said. 

“For us, he’s so close to us, we never even talk about his accomplish all 
those milestones,” Kuznetsov continued. “I’m pretty sure one day when 
I’m gonna retire — I hope he’s gonna be still friends with me — we’re 
gonna sit somewhere and think about and remember some of those 
milestones. For now, we’re kind of turn the page and focus next.” 

Ovechkin’s latest milestone comes as his support for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin draws intense criticism following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. In a brief news conference last month, Ovechkin made a plea 
for “Please, no more war.” The Caps, in turn, condemned the invasion 
“and the loss of innocent life” in a statement. The team also offered its 
“full support” of its Russian players and their families overseas. 

Last week, Ovechkin got a chilly reception from some fans during a 
three-game trip to Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver. In each city, on 
occasion, he heard a smattering of boos. In Edmonton, a fan in the lower 
bowl held up a Ukrainian flag prior to faceoffs — right in Ovechkin’s line 
of sight.  

The scene was much different Tuesday in Washington, where Ovechkin 
has played a starring role for the Caps since arriving in 2005. After his 
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goal, Ovechkin’s teammates spilled onto the ice to congratulate him as 
the capacity crowd at Capital One Arena jumped to its feet. Chants of 
“Ovi! Ovi! Ovi!” broke out.  

NO. 767. #CAPS PIC.TWITTER.COM/8PALGEX1ZU 

— TARIK EL-BASHIR (@TARIK_ELBASHIR) MARCH 16, 2022 

“It’s always fun when you get a milestone and you get a win,” Ovechkin 
said. “It sucks when my kids didn’t see it, my wife didn’t see it, my 
parents. But they’re watching at home. They’re happy, and that’s the 
most important thing.” 

Ovechkin’s wife, Nastya, and two sons, Sergei and Ilya, are in Moscow, 
as are his mother and father, Tatiana and Mikhail. 

“It’s been tough, but we’re athletes and we just have to do our job and 
focus in on the thing what we’re doing best,” Ovechkin said. 

“We just play hockey, and enjoy our moment,” he added as he got up 
and walked out of the news conference. 

The goal was Ovechkin’s 37th of the season, putting him on pace for a 
ninth 50-goal season. 

Before the game, Trotz marveled about Ovechkin’s consistency over the 
years and the durability he’s displayed despite the heavy game he plays. 

“The one thing that I’ve learned about Ovi over my time (with him) is that 
when you doubt Ovi or say he can’t do it he digs in, he just digs in and is 
determined on that,” Trotz said. “Over time he’s learned to train a little bit 
different.” 

“I’m one the guys that says it’s absolutely amazing that this guy is the 
greatest goal scorer of all time, and will be in my opinion until someone 
else beats him,” added Trotz, who coached Ovechkin from 2014-2018, 
the year the Caps claimed their only Stanley Cup championship. “But 
how physical he is. How durable he is. That’s even more incredible to 
me. It’s not like he goes around quietly and just shoots the puck in the 
net. He’s running over people. He doesn’t mind contact. He puts himself 
in dangerous positions. As we say, he’s 36, he’s getting older, you would 
think that some place along the line he would break. But as he would 
say, ‘The Russian machine never breaks.’” 

In Vancouver last week, Boudreau shared similar sentiments. He 
coached Ovechkin from 2007-2011. 

“Not at all, not at all,” Boudreau said, asked if he’s surprised Ovechkin is 
still at the top of his game. “He’s a special guy. His body, he never gets 
hurt, it seems. He still has the attitude that, ‘If you think you’re going to hit 
me, I’m going to hit you harder.’ They only come around once in a blue 
moon, and Alex is a special person.” 

After the game, the Caps showed a congratulations video from Jagr on 
the video board above the ice. 

“Alex, the Great 8, congratulations,” Jagr said. “Now, you’ve become the 
leading NHL goal scorer among European players. But keep scoring. 
Keep scoring, because as you know, I didn’t retire from hockey yet and 
there’s a chance I might come back to the NHL and start chasing YOU!” 

Since the start of the 2020-21 season, it’s been a whirlwind of milestone 
goals as Ovechkin has raced past some of the biggest names hockey. 

Mike Gartner.  

Phil Esposito.  

Marcel Dionne. 

Brett Hull. 

And, now, Jagr.  

“I can’t,” said Laviolette, asked to put Ovechkin’s achievement in 
perspective. “He’s got a lot of game left in him. He’s got a lot of time, a lot 
of game. He is in great shape, he’s strong. He continues to fire the puck 
and he continues to produce.” 

Added Trotz: “Congrats to him. I wish he wouldn’t have scored against 
us, but he keeps climbing the ladder.” 
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Struggling Adam Fox, Artemi Panarin have bounce-back game for 
Rangers 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

There was Artemi Panarin racing down the right side during the first 
minute of overtime and there, filling the middle on an odd-man rush while 
he tried to keep up with the explosive Russian, was Adam Fox. 

“When I saw the two-on-one chance there I got a little second wind, 
especially with Bread,” Fox said after taking Panarin’s feed to beat John 
Gibson from the slot at 0:55 of OT to give the Blueshirts a 4-3 victory 
over the Ducks on Tuesday at the Garden. “I was saying that I play 
[against] those two-on-ones a few too many times in practice so I tried to 
do what the forwards do against me.” 

The victory, achieved after the club had fallen behind 3-2 midway through 
the third, lifted the Rangers into second place by percentage points over 
the Penguins. Two points are their own reward in the push to clinch the 
Rangers’ first playoff invite since 2017. 

But what stood out about this one — including Chris Kreider’s league-
leading 20th power-play goal that tied the score at 13:40 of the third — 
were the performances of Fox and Panarin, marquee athletes who have 
been just a wee bit ordinary over the last few weeks. 

Oh, and can we add the authoritative performance of Filip Chytil, whose 
second straight strong showing could auger well for both 72 himself and 
for his team that has been searching just about all season long for a third 
line that can be a threat? 

The Rangers’ resourcefulness is a trait to be admired. They are an 
incontrovertibly impressive 38-17-5, but perhaps just as commendable is 
the 8-4-1 record since coming out of their winter solstice crafted even as 
premium players Fox and Panarin have not been at their best. 

The bounce-back began in Dallas on Saturday. By the end of this one, 
last Thursday had receded into distant memory. Fox was jumping. Fox, 
whose assists on the second and third goals elevated his total to 52, was 
himself through 24:27 of ice time. 

“Foxy, he was really good tonight. He got back to his game and felt pretty 
good out there,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. “You could really see 
the difference in him.” 

There is an awareness about Fox that extends beyond the 200×85-foot 
sheet of ice. Still only 24, still a veteran of fewer than 200 NHL games, 
the kid from Long Island was able to place last Thursday in perspective 
as if he were Brian Leetch after more than 1,200 games. 

“It’s a long season, you look around the league and there are star players 
who go minus-four, minus-five some nights,” Fox said. “Those things just 
happen. 

“Obviously you don’t want to be a deterrent for your team and be on the 
ice for goals against, we’re competitors and don’t want to be hurting the 
team like that. You want to come back strong. You just try to have a short 
memory and get back to the way we can play.” 

Panarin, who had three assists to increase his total to 55, has been piling 
up points, a dozen (1-11) in the last four games. That speaks to the 
winger’s ability to sew gold out of straw. Nevertheless, he has not been 
as pinpoint as he was his first two years in New York. He has not been at 
the top of his imposing game. This one was a start, though Panarin 
declined to delve into deep self-examination. 
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“Not bad. It’s hard to speak about myself,” Panarin said through an 
interpreter when asked for an assessment of his game. “But the team 
won so I won’t beat myself up for my mistakes.” 

Chytil, meanwhile, has had an inferior season. But there was jump and 
crispness to his game in this one, just as in Dallas on Saturday. No. 72 
was snapping hard passes on entries as if he were a dispatcher, his feed 
setting up Jonny Brodzinksi for the 1-0 goal early in the match. There 
was drive to the net, as well, from the 22-year-old Czech. 

“I really liked his game,” Gallant said. “We talked about it after the Dallas 
game, I thought that was his best game of the year, and again tonight he 
looked really confident. That’s going to be a real key for us.” 

The imposing power play got the tying goal late. Alexandar Georgiev 
turned in a sound performance in recording his first victory since Jan. 5. 
Fox and Panarin were Fox and Panarin. A good night on Broadway. 
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Rangers' dominant power play comes up big again in win over Ducks 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers’ power play is nearing clutch status. 

Earning a timely man-advantage roughly a minute and half after the 
Ducks took a 3-2 lead off Derek Grant’s breakaway goal in the third 
period, Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, Adam Fox and 
Ryan Strome went to work. Despite a handful of shots that went wide 
early on, the Rangers top unit stuck with it and kept the Ducks hemmed 
in their zone. 

A one-timer from Fox then went off Panarin’s skate and bounced off the 
boards right to Kreider, who backhanded it in at 13:40 to tie the game for 
a third time and ultimately force overtime, where the Rangers secured a 
4-3 victory behind a goal from the reigning Norris Trophy winner. 

The Rangers’ individual record for power-play goals in a single season 
currently belongs to Jaromir Jagr and his 24 man-advantage tallies 
during the 2005-06 season. Kreider is now at 20. 

“I think you see the mentality in a situation like that,” said Kreider, who 
leads the NHL in power-play goals. “From Stromer and Mika and Foxy 
and Arty, where they’ve just raised their level so much. The best players 
in the world can do that and they certainly do that in those situations. 
They create so many chances in such a short amount of time. I wouldn’t 
want to be killing a penalty against those guys when we’re down a goal in 
a pressure situation. 

“Every one of them, they’re gamers and they just find ways to get the 
puck to the net and to create in high-pressure situations.” 

The Rangers’ 34.6 power-play percentage since Jan. 15 entering 
Tuesday’s game was the best in the NHL. Over that span, including the 
win over the Ducks, Panarin’s 17 power-play points are also the most in 
the league. 

Panarin is currently tied for third in the NHL in power-play points with 30. 
Coming off his third career five-point game on Saturday in Dallas, 
Panarin has points in five-straight games and seven of his last eight. 

“I think we’re confident,” said Fox, whose 27 power-play points is good 
for second on the Rangers. “Obviously, the talent on the power play. I 
think we have a good array of different things guys can do. You see what 
Kreids can do net front, Bread’s playmaking ability, Stromer’s smarts 
there and Mika’s ability to shoot the puck as well.“I think the chemistry is 
just really there. We feed off each other really well. Obviously, in 

situations where you’re down a goal, it kind of pushes us a little more to 
get one and help the group out. I think we’ve done a good job of doing 
that.” 

The Rangers will play all but one — on April 19 against the Jets — of 
their remaining 22 games against teams in the Eastern Conference. 

The Rangers held a Women’s Empowerment Night on Tuesday in honor 
of March being Women’s History Month. 

New York Post LOADED: 03.16.2022 

1199805 New York Rangers 

 

Adam Fox nets game-winner as Rangers top Ducks in overtime 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Adam Fox felt a second wind gust through his legs when he saw a two-
on-one opportunity develop with Artemi Panarin less than a minute into 
overtime. 

It was the same kind of situation Fox had defended in practice many 
times, but this time, the 24-year-old defenseman was on the other side. 
The two broke out of the Rangers’ zone side-by-side. Panarin pushed 
ahead. And Fox pulled up, before settling the pass and sweeping the 
puck five-hole on Anaheim goalie John Gibson to secure a 4-3 win over 
the Ducks on Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

“I’m pretty surprised he [went] with me,” Panarin said with a smile and 
without the help of an interpreter. 

The goal counted as Fox’s first overtime goal of his already illustrious 
NHL career, which is only three seasons old. The 24-year-old 
defenseman also chipped in two assists in the victory, while Panarin 
notched three to propel the Rangers to second in the Metropolitan 
Division with two wins and a game in hand over the Penguins. 

Between the strong play from two of their stars and a timely power-play 
goal, the Blueshirts came out on top of a game that looked like it could’ve 
gone either way through 60 minutes. 

Rangers defenseman Adam Fox (23) celebrates after scoring the game-
winning goal in overtime of a game against the Anaheim Ducks, 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022. 

Rangers defenseman Adam Fox (23) celebrates after scoring the game-
winning goal in overtime. 

AP 

“I think it speaks to how focused this group is on accomplishing our first 
goal, which is making the playoffs,” said Chris Kreider, whose NHL-
leading 20th power-play goal in the third period tied the game 3-3 and 
forced overtime. “Regardless, if a game is not going well or you don’t feel 
like you’re going individually, guys are able to refocus and help the team 
try and win a hockey game. 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

“Regardless of where we’re at — home or on the road — I think that 
ability to kind of dial in and get back to playing simple hockey and doing 
little things that’ll help the team is kind of ultimately something that 
everyone’s bought into up and down the lineup.” 

Roughly halfway through the final 20 minutes of regulation with the score 
locked 2-2, it seemed as though the save the Rangers needed and didn’t 
get from goalie Alexandar Georgiev was going to be the difference-
maker. 
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Rangers center Mika Zibanejad #93 celebrates with his teammates after 
he scored a goal during the second period of a game against the 
Anaheim Ducks Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at Madison Square Garden. 

Former Rangers prospect Danny O’Regan made a key block and sent 
the leading pass to Ducks forward Derek Grant, who deked Georgiev to 
his right before flicking the puck top left corner for the 3-2 lead at 10:35 of 
the third period. 

Ducks forward Max Comtois, however, handed the Rangers a power play 
when he hooked Fox with just over eight minutes left in regulation. It’s the 
kind of opportunity the Rangers rarely let go to waste, and Kreider 
collected his 400th career point with his 39th goal of the season to tie the 
game 3-3. 

“Mika [Zibanejad] missed a few on the ones he usually hits, he missed a 
couple chances, so the execution wasn’t great a few times,” Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant said of the power play. “But for Kreids to get that 
big one to tie it up was huge for us, no doubt.” 

Georgiev, making just his third start since the Rangers returned from 
their two-week hiatus at the beginning of February, was sharp through 
much of the first 40 minutes. He denied Ducks rookie phenom Trevor 
Zegras on the doorstep in the first period, in which the teams exchanged 
goals, getting over just in time as the cross-ice feed slid in front of him. 

“Overall, we just have confidence in the way we play and really high 
morale,” Panarin said through a translator. “We obviously never give up 
and we just have the right mindset. It’s very much about confidence on 
our team.” 

Oh, and that’s comeback win No. 20 for those keeping track at home. 
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Rangers fans boo Gov. Hochul during ceremonial puck drop at MSG 

 

Jesse O’Neill 

 

Gov. Kathy Hochul was met with loud jeers as she donned a New York 
Rangers jersey for the ceremonial puck drop before the team’s Tuesday 
night home game against the Anaheim Ducks.  

The chorus of jeers rang down from the rafters as Hochul walked to 
center ice to kick off the game and she was introduced over the PA. 

The state’s first female governor was honored as part of “Women’s 
Empowerment Night” at the Garden, announcers told fans over the 
loudspeaker, according to footage shared to social media. 

Blowback also followed on Twitter, with some saying the reaction was 
due to the governor’s since-revoked statewide mask mandate, issued as 
the COVID-19 Omicron variant surged. 

“Democrats stuffing stupidity down the throats of sports fan’s denied 
access. Remember who didn’t let you live life,” one person tweeted. 

Others blamed the rotten reception on male chauvinism. 

Governor Kathy Hochul leaves the ice after dropping the ceremonial first 
puck. 

Gov. Kathy Hochul was booed when she appeared on the ice for the 
ceremonial puck drop before Tuesday night’s game. 

Governor of New York Kathy Hochul is booed again as she leaves the 
ice 

Hochul was honored as part of Madison Square Garden’s “Women’s 
Empowerment Night.” 

Robert Sabo for the NY POST 

Governor of New York Kathy Hochul is booed as she enters. 

Hochul was also booed as she exited the MSG ice. 

for the NY POST 

“Misogyny is alive and well in nyc,” one person wrote on Twitter. 

The icy greeting was not indicative of the Democrat’s standing in the 
polls. Hochul held a commanding lead among declared primary 
candidates in her bid to hold onto the office in November. 
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Rangers' best bet might be to double down on defenseman before 
deadline 

 

Larry Brooks 16/03/2022 

 

The strength of the 2002-03 Devils was on their back end. New Jersey 
had a six-deep defense that featured The Great Scotts in Stevens and 
Niedermayer, plus Brian Rafalski, Colin White, Ken Daneyko, Oleg 
Tverdovsky and Tommy Albelin playing in front of a prime-time Martin 
Brodeur. 

The club was hurting up front, though, its 216-goal output good for eighth 
in the East and 14th overall in the NHL. Top-scorer Patrik Elias recorded 
57 points, the lowest total to pace the Devils since the franchise’s first 
year in New Jersey in 1982-83 when Aaron Broten led with 55 points. 

Still, the Devils were in Cup contention playing a strict matchup defensive 
style under Pat Burns that by comparison made previous coach Jacques 
Lemaire look like a wild and crazy guy. As the trade deadline 
approached, general manager Lou Lamoriello was obviously seeking a 
top gun. 

No, he obviously was not. Instead, Lamoriello acquired depth 
defenseman Dickie Smehlik from the Sabres and bottom-sixer Grant 
Marshall from the Blue Jackets. Instead of filling a notable weakness, the 
Devils doubled down on their strengths. 

Sixteen playoff victories later, New Jersey had won its third Stanley Cup 
in its nine-year run of excellence with Marshall proving a key piece up 
front and Smehlik dressing for five games in the tournament. 

Nineteen years later, across the Hudson, the Rangers approach the 
March 21 trade deadline with a need for a top-six right wing to bolster 
their five-on-five attack. While Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin and Chris 
Kreider represent marquee assets up front, the club’s strength lays on its 
back end, with Igor Shesterkin in net behind a group featuring Adam Fox, 
Jacob Trouba, Ryan Lindgren, K’Andre Miller and Braden Schneider. 

Rangers defenseman Adam Fox wears a jersey for Women’s 
Empowerment Night during warmups before the game against the 
Anaheim Ducks at Madison Square Garden on March 15, 2022. 

Adam Fox 

Indeed, the Blueshirts entered Tuesday night’s match at the Garden 
against Anaheim 18th overall in goals per game, 22nd in five-on-five 
goals, and third in goals against per game. So it stands to reason that 
general manager Chris Drury (yes, president, too) would be looking to fill 
that top-six right-side cavity. 

And Drury probably will attempt to do just that if the price is right. We 
have, though, been told by an individual familiar with the Rangers’ 
approach that the GM is loathe to use a blue-chip asset in exchange for a 
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rental such as the Ducks’ Rickard Rakell, the 28-year-old who was 
Zibanejad’s linemate with Team Sweden in the 2018 World 
Championships. 

There is also a desire to improve what has been a washout third line for 
most of the season, with Andrew Copp or maybe even Alex Radulov a 
potential rental to address that matter. Here’s the question, though: If the 
Blueshirts do acquire a top-sixer plus a third-liner, where does Kaapo 
Kakko go upon his still TBD return from injured reserve, or is that Alexis 
Lafreniere? That’s for another day. 

But I have gotten the sense over the last couple of weeks that notable 
concerns have developed around the defense, perhaps more so 
regarding the collective five-man approach but also focused on the blue-
line corps. Maybe it was perceived lack of depth up front that prompted 
head coach Gerard Gallant to dress seven defensemen both in Winnipeg 
on March 6 and in Dallas on Saturday, but that decision also speaks of 
the need for back-end insurance. 

Still, the Rangers had surrendered 15 goals in the three games leading 
into Tuesday and had allowed three goals or more in five of their last 
seven contests after yielding that many only once in the seven games 
before that. The number of Grade-A scoring chances faced by Igor 
Shesterkin (and/or Alexandar Georgiev) have mounted in conjunction 
with poor puck-management decisions and coverage errors in the 
defensive zone. 

The Ryan Lindgren-Adam Fox top pair has faltered over the last several 
weeks but there is no legitimate option to take Lindgren’s spot on the 
club’s first matchup tandem. No legitimate option on the roster now, that 
is. 

So I wonder if Drury’s priority should be to add a lend-lease left 
defenseman who ideally would represent a third-pair improvement over 
Patrik Nemeth but could also handle the responsibility of playing up top 
across from Fox if necessary. Yes, I am thinking of Seattle’s Mark 
Giordano and Anaheim’s Hampus Lindholm. 

The Kraken's Mark Giordano chases after the puck against the Ottawa 
Senators at Canadian Tire Centre on March 10, 2022 in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Mark Giordano 

Ducks defenseman Hampus Lindholm (47) moves the puck ahead of Los 
Angeles Kings right wing Dustin Brown (23) during the first period at 
Honda Center. 

Hampus Lindholm 

Gary A. Vasquez/USA TODAY Sports 

The Ducks traded right defenseman Josh Manson to Colorado on 
Monday as a rental in exchange for a 2023 second-rounder and Boston 
College defenseman Drew Helleson, the U.S. Olympian who is projected 
to be a third-pair guy in the NHL. 

Does that translate to a package of a second this year — the Blueshirts 
have their own and St. Louis’ — plus maybe Matthew Robertson for 
either Giordano or Lindholm? Is Robertson considered a blue-chip asset? 
That is probably more than Drury would pay to rent a forward, but it may 
not be an overpay for a defenseman who can play matchup minutes on 
the first pair. 

That’s where I’d keep my focus as March 21 approaches. 
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Rangers president, GM Chris Drury in market to fix unstable third line 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Rangers president and general manager Chris Drury is expected to 
speak to the media for the first time this season after the March 21 trade 
deadline, which is already less than a week away. 

There’s a plethora of topics to address with Drury, but the coming days 
should reveal a lot about how the player-turned-executive views the 
current state of the Rangers. Whether he’s all-in on a season that 
exceeded expectations, or opting to be patient with the process and 
waiting for a better market in the offseason. 

One thing that is certain, however, is that retooling the third line should 
be at the top of the to-do list. 

The third unit has featured myriad combinations over the past couple 
seasons. Last year, it was home to players who couldn’t quite crack the 
top six. This year, the constant changes have made for a line that is 
unsure of its identity. Both have been largely ineffective. 

Even though Kaapo Kakko and Kevin Rooney aren’t expected to be back 
for at least another week, according to head coach Gerard Gallant, they 
should be back in time for the playoffs. That’s a top-six right winger and a 
fourth-line center the Rangers will be getting back. 

Rangers president and general manager Chris Drury speaks during a 
press conference before the jersey retirement ceremony for Henrik 
Lundqvist taking place before the game between the Rangers and 
Minnesota Wild at Madison Square Garden on Jan. 28, 2022. 

Chris Drury 

And with Braden Schneider way ahead of schedule in filling out the back 
end, the Rangers could, in theory, make do with their D corps right now. 
Even though adding another defenseman is also on Drury’s agenda, the 
most logical place to start is with the third line. 

Filip Chytil has been a staple on the third line for most of the season, 
aside from a few appearances on the right wing, as well as a couple 
healthy scratches. Playing with Sammy Blais for a bit before his season-
ending injury and Alexis Lafreniere before his promotion to the top six, 
Chytil has also skated with some mix of Julien Gauthier, Barclay 
Goodrow, Dryden Hunt, Greg McKegg, Jonny Brodzinski, Tim Gettinger 
and Morgan Barron. 

“For me, just trying to play my game, I know I have different linemates 
almost every game, but I have to [do] what I can do,” Chytil said Tuesday 
as the Rangers prepped to face the Ducks. “I have to still talk to them 
[about] how we’re going to play as a line, still I try to bring my game to 
the team. Of course, we have great players in [the] first two lines. 
Everybody has a different role and we just have to play like that. 

Ducks winger Rickard Rakell waves to the crowd as the game's first star 
following a 3-2 overtime win against the San Jose Sharks at Honda 
Center on March 6, 2022 in Anaheim, California. 

Rickard Rakell 

“I can’t choose the lineup. There are injuries, illness and all this stuff 
[that] we can’t choose. It’s just part of the game. I’m just playing when I’m 
out there, just playing my game. What linemates I have, I try to talk to 
them, try to build some chemistry in that little time.” 

One of the Rangers’ potential targets to rectify this third-line problem, 
Ducks winger Rickard Rakell, watched the game from above Tuesday 
night at the Garden due to an upper-body injury. With 16 goals this 
season, including eight in his last 15 games, Rakell would be an instant 
offensive upgrade over Gauthier, Brodzinski or McKegg. He also could 
be an option for the right-wing spot on the second line next to Artemi 
Panarin and Ryan Strome. 

The 28-year-old Rakell is in the final season of a six-year deal with a cap 
hit of $3,789,444 per year, which is a much cheaper rental than some of 
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the other options out there such as the Flyers’ Claude Giroux ($8.275 
million) or the Sharks’ Tomas Hertl ($5.625 million). 
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Alexandar Georgiev gets start in net for Rangers vs. Ducks 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Goalie Alexandar Georgiev got the starting nod Tuesday night against 
the Ducks at Madison Square Garden, marking just his third start since 
the Rangers returned from their two-week hiatus at the start of February.  

In his previous five starts, Georgiev has given up 21 goals on 152 shots 
for five consecutive losses. His last win was on Jan. 8 in Anaheim, where 
the Rangers won 4-1.  

“Earlier on when [starter Igor Shesterkin] got hurt, he played four or five 
games in a row and played great hockey,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said of Georgiev, who had a .893 save percentage at the start of the 
night. “It’s tough. We all know the backup job is a real tough job. You 
don’t get enough starts and you’d like to get on a little roll. But it’s the 
way it is in the NHL. When you’ve got a guy like Shesty that’s played the 
way he’s played, it’s tough on the backup.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

“You’ve got to get prepared and have a good attitude, go in there and win 
games. You need two goalies.”  

Rangers goalie Alexandar Georgiev makes a save against the Minnesota 
Wild in the third period at Xcel Energy Center on March 8, 2022 in St 
Paul, Minnesota. 

Alexandar Georgiev 

Additionally, Gallant went back to the traditional 12 forwards and six 
defensemen. Winger Ryan Reaves drew back into the lineup after he 
was sitting out against the Stars on Saturday in Dallas. Defenseman 
Libor Hajek was scratched. 

Ducks rookie Trevor Zegras, one of the most exciting new faces in the 
NHL who is up for the Calder Trophy, told reporters he grew up a 
Rangers fan in Bedford, N.Y.  

Going to games at Madison Square Garden as a kid, Zegras recalled 
watching Derek Stepan score the overtime winner in Game 7 against the 
Capitals when he was 14 on May 13, 2015. The now 20-year-old played 
at the Garden for the first time as an NHLer after doing so with Boston 
University during the 2019-20 season.  

The Ducks' Trevor Zegras skates during the first period against the New 
Jersey Devils on March 12, 2022 at the Prudential Center in Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Trevor Zegras 

Entering play Tuesday, the Rangers’ 34.6 power-play percentage since 
Jan. 15 was the best in the NHL. Over that span, Artemi Panarin’s 16 
power-play points were also the most in the league, while the seven 
power-play goals from Chris Kreider were tied for the NHL lead.  

Panarin was ranked fourth in the NHL in power-play points with 29. 
Coming off his third career five-point game on Saturday, Panarin had 
points in four-straight games and six of his last seven heading into 
Tuesday night.  

On Saturday, Panarin reached the 50-assist milestone. The last Ranger 
to reach the 50-assist mark in fewer contests than Panarin (54) was 
Wayne Gretzky when he did it in 51 in 1996-97.  

Following Tuesday night’s tilt with the Ducks, the Rangers will play all but 
one — on April 19 against the Jets — of their remaining 22 games 
against teams in the Eastern Conference.  

The Rangers held a Women’s Empowerment Night on Tuesday in honor 
of March being Women’s History Month. 
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Adam Fox's overtime goal lifts Rangers over Ducks 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

It’s been a recurring theme for the Rangers this season. They’ve brought 
themselves to the cusp of a playoff berth for the first time in five years 
because whenever they’ve been challenged, they’ve met the challenge; 
and when they’ve been behind in games, they’ve been able to come 
back and find ways to win. 

They did that Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden, in their first 
game after returning from a four-game road trip. Down a goal midway 
through the third period, they got a power-play goal from Chris Kreider to 
tie it, and then won, 4-3, when Adam Fox scored off a pass from Artemi 
Panarin 55 seconds into the five-minute, sudden-death overtime. 

Fox, who was the end of his shift, raced up ice on a two-on-one break 
with Panarin, who had just come on to the ice. Panarin, who had three 
assists in the game, passed to Fox, who beat Anaheim goaltender John 
Gibson to record his ninth goal of the season, and his first career 
overtime goal. 

"When I saw a two-on-one chance, I got a little second wind there, 
especially with Bread (Panarin),’’ said Fox, who had two assists to go 
with the game-winning goal. 

"We feel comfortable playing those (close) games,’’ Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said after his team posted its 20th come-from-behind 
victory this season. "When you're having a good year like we're having, 
you find the way to win those games.’’ 

They found a way to win this time without having their best player, 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin, in the game. Gallant decided to start backup 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev -- who had lost his last five starts -- against 
the Ducks, the last team he’d beaten, way back on Jan. 8. 

It’s been a difficult season for Georgiev, who has found it impossible to 
find any rhythm with Shesterkin playing fabulously and getting the lion’s 
share of the ice time. But Georgiev, who started last Tuesday in 
Minnesota, and then played 39 minutes in relief of Shesterkin Thursday 
in Dallas, made some excellent saves early, and kept his concentration 
enough to stop 20-of-23 shots on goal to improve his record to 8-9-2. 

"It makes him feel good, to touch some pucks (early),’’ Gallant said of 
Georgiev. "I thought he looked good and looked solid and looked 
comfortable tonight. That's a good sign.’’ 

Georgiev was good early, his biggest save being one where he slid post-
to-post to rob Trevor Zegras, alone for a shot from point-blank range with 
10:46 left in the first period. 

The Rangers led, 1-0, on a goal by Jonny Brodzinski at 4:29 of the 
period, but Anaheim tied it 1-1 at 14:05, when a shot by Troy Terry 
pinballed off a couple of bodies, the last being Anaheim’s Max Comtois, 
and got behind the goalie. 
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Mika Zibanejad’s 24th goal of the season, on a one-timer from a sharp 
angle on delayed penalty, gave the Rangers a 2-1 lead at 3:06 of the 
second period, but Cam Fowler tied it on a power-play goal at 4:53, firing 
a shot from the point, through a screen, that Georgiev appeared not to 
have seen. 

Anaheim took a 3-2 lead when Derek Grant got behind the Rangers 
defense and beat Georgiev on a breakaway at 10:35 of the third period, 
but the Rangers tied it on Kreider’s 39th goal and league-leading 20th 
extra-man goal, at 13:40. That came after coach Gerard Gallant had 
called timeout to keep his top power-play unit on, and Kreider deflected 
the shot by Fox off the backboards and then whacked in the rebound. 
The goal was the 400th point of his career. 

"I think it speaks to how focused this group is on accomplishing our first 
goal, which is to make the playoffs,’’ Kreider said when asked about the 
Rangers’ ability to come back from deficits. "Regardless if the game's not 
going well, or you don't feel like you're going well individually, guys are 
able to refocus and help the team try to win a hockey game.’’ 
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Gallant goes back to 12 forwards, 6 defensemen 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

Despite the fact that the Rangers won both games on the recent road trip 
in which coach Gerard Gallant dressed an 11-forward, seven-
defenseman lineup, the coach went back to the more conventional 12-
and-6 look Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden during their 4-3 
overtime win against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Forward Ryan Reaves re-entered the lineup and defenseman Libor 
Hajek exited. 

Gallant had said after the Rangers defeated Dallas, 7-4 on Saturday with 
the 11-and-7 lineup that he dressed the extra defenseman in order to be 
able to lighten the load on some of his defensemen, who log heavy 
minutes. Plus, he said, it was good to have Hajek in the lineup in the 
event one of the top six was "bumped up,’’ meaning he was nursing 
some kind of minor injury. 

But Hajek ended up playing just 5:28 in Saturday’s game, and with only 
11 forwards dressed, some of his left wings had to play extra shifts on 
the fourth line, increasing their ice time. Artemi Panarin, who got the 
assist on Adam Fox's game-winning goal Tuesday night, played over 20 
minutes, for example. 

Reaves, who was a healthy scratch Saturday for the first time this 
season, played on the right wing with Greg McKegg and Julien Gauthier. 
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Rangers might have Ducks in row as trade deadline approaches 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

When the Anaheim Ducks traded defenseman Josh Manson to the 
Colorado Avalanche on Monday, that was the first domino to fall in what 
is likely to be a hectic final week before the NHL trade deadline arrives 
next Monday. And with the Ducks having now declared themselves to be 

a team ready to sell, then Tuesday night's game at Madison Square 
Garden against the Rangers was well-timed. 

The Rangers, as everyone knows, are looking to buy at the deadline this 
year. And with the Ducks closing out their five-game road trip against the 
Blueshirts, Rangers GM Chris Drury could sit in his box at the Garden on 
Tuesday night and get a good look, with his own two eyes, at what 
Anaheim has to offer. 

Unfortunately for Drury, perhaps the player he most covets from the 
Ducks’ roster, forward Rickard Rakell was not in the showcase on 
Tuesday. The 6-1, 195-pound Swede missed his second consecutive 
game with what the Ducks said was an upper-body injury. 

And while that may be a case of poor timing, it wasn’t going to change 
the fact that the 28-year-old Rakell, who is a pending unrestricted free 
agent, would make an excellent addition to coach Gerard Gallant’s lineup 
over the season’s final 22 games and into the playoffs. Rakell is a two-
time 30-goal scorer who has 16 goals and 12 assists in 51 games this 
season, and assuming whatever kept him out of the lineup Tuesday night 
wasn’t a long term problem, he’d be a fit on the right wing of any of the 
Rangers’ top three lines. 

The thing is, Rakell wasn’t the only shiny object on the Anaheim roster 
that might be appealing to the Rangers. Ducks GM Pat Verbeek has 
gone on record saying that he is trying to sign all his upcoming UFAs to 
extensions, but if he can’t do that before the deadline, then he’ll look to 
trade them. 

Defenseman Hampus Lindholm, another 28-year-old Swede, is another 
of the Ducks’ pending UFAs who might intrigue Drury. The Rangers don’t 
necessarily have a pressing need for a veteran defenseman, but they are 
looking to improve wherever they can, so if Drury determines that 
someone like Lindholm would be an upgrade over someone like Patrik 
Nemeth – currently the left defenseman on the third pair – then perhaps 
he would consider it. 

Meanwhile, Gallant, whose team is coming off a 2-2 road trip, insists he 
is focused on the players he has in-house, and isn’t involved with Drury’s 
efforts to upgrade the roster before the deadline. 

"No, not really,’’ Gallant said after practice Monday. "This is my first year 
with Chris at this time of the year, and obviously we’ve talked about 
individual players – what possibly could happen -- but it hasn't been a lot, 
honestly. Chris wants me to coach my team, the guys I’ve got here. 
That's all I'm going to do. And that's my job. But again, if he asked me 
about some players that I know, then I'll definitely give him the feedback.’’ 

Their loss to the Islanders Sunday night was apparently the impetus the 
Ducks needed to convince them to give up on trying to chase a Western 
Conference playoff spot this year and start selling off assets now. They 
agreed to retain half of Manson’s $4.1 million salary and got back 
defensive prospect Drew Helleson and a second-round draft pick in 2023 
in exchange. 

The Rangers have plenty of salary cap room this season and a cupboard 
full of prospects to offer up. So Drury and Verbeek would have had lots to 
talk about if they just happened to bump into each other in the Garden 
press box. 

And while the Rangers are primarily focused on rental players, such as 
Rakell and Lindholm, there’s every reason to believe if there is a player 
under contract next season Drury likes, he will try to get creative. 
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Who says no? NHL execs evaluate your Rangers trade proposals for J.T. 
Miller, how to dump Vitali Kravtsov and more 
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Arthur Staple 

 

Here it is, one of the most enjoyable pieces of the trade season: your 
Rangers trade proposals, evaluated by a select group of three longtime 
NHL executives who have been involved in plenty of trade negotiations 
over the years. 

We granted our panel anonymity so they could be honest — not cruel, 
mind you, just direct — about your proposals. Yours truly also whittled 
down the list of submissions from roughly 250 to these 32, which had the 
best detail and offered the best opportunities for the executives to say 
why they would work. Or, more likely, why they wouldn’t. 

Off we go! 

Nils Lundkvist, Vitali Kravtsov, 2022 first- and second-round picks to the 
Canucks for J.T. Miller (50 percent salary retained) — Daniel L. 

Exec’s take: “Kravtsov does not have the perceived value around the 
league now as a top prospect because of everything that’s gone on with 
him.  Not sure why the Rangers didn’t give him a shot to start the season 
— you’d have to know nothing about the kid to think sending him down 
after camp was going to go well. He’s now a try for someone who likes to 
rehab former top 10 picks. Pretty unlikely you’ll see Vancouver making a 
deal for Miller where they retain half unless it was an absolute home run. 

“For a comparison on Miller, look at the Keith Yandle deal from Phoenix 
to the Rangers a while back.  Rangers gave up a first, a second, John 
Moore — who was a third-pair D on a Stanley Cup finalist in New York 
and a third-pair guy on their Presidents’ Trophy team the next year — 
and then (Anthony) Duclair. I don’t think you’re getting Miller for less than 
something like that.” 

Zac Jones, Morgan Barron, 2022 first- and second-round picks to the 
Canucks for Miller — Jake M. 

Exec’s take: “I like Jones and he’s had good flashes, but he’s undersized. 
Barron hasn’t caught on for some reason, likely the pace.  They really 
liked him coming out of college, but so far it hasn’t translated to the NHL. 
Not sure if he’s a center or a wing. The game isn’t getting any slower, so 
the pace may be too much for him. If you’re getting Miller, start with those 
two picks and go from there with someone you don’t really want to give 
up.” 

Lundkvist and a 2022 second-rounder to the Canadiens for Artturi 
Lehkonen and Ben Chiarot — Samuel H. 

Exec’s take: “I don’t think Montreal is putting both guys in the same deal 
unless it’s one they can’t say no to. (Jeff) Gorton knows Lundkvist well 
and knows the upside is there, so you’d have his attention with him. Until 
he knows he can’t get it, he’s going to try like hell to get the (David) 
Savard-type deal for Chiarot.  It may not be there yet, but still some time 
to see if someone blinks. So at the end of the day on this, he’s almost 
surely doing better selling these guys off individually.” 

Kravtsov, a 2022 first and a 2023 third to the Canadiens for Lehkonen 
and Chiarot — Trevor H. 

Exec’s take: “What’s the saying, ‘Fool me once …’? Don’t see Kravtsov 
as anything but a nonstarter for Gorton. Kravtsov, though, is a guy, if it 
ever all came together, could be an Alex Kovalev type — that’s a guy 
who had a pretty good run in Montreal. You’d be praying all the stars 
align for that to happen.” 

Kravtsov, Alexandar Georgiev and a 2022 second to the Canadiens for 
Lehkonen and Jake Allen (50 percent salary retained) — John M. 

Exec’s take: “See above on Kravtsov and Gorton saying yes to this. 
Gorton knows Georgiev well too. He’s not going there.” 

Kravtsov and Hunter Skinner to the Canadiens for Lehkonen and Brett 
Kulak — David S. 

Kravtsov and a 2023 third to the Canadiens for Lehkonen — Nicholas R. 

Kravtsov and a 2022 second to the Canadiens for Lehkonen — Frank B. 

Exec’s take: “Everyone’s dying to send Kravtsov to Montreal!  Not sure 
how Skinner got into the mix as a trade chip. He’s a project that may turn 
into a call-up or sixth or seventh D — that’s if everything goes right. If you 
want Lehkonen, who is a pretty versatile guy and with some playoff 
experience,  you’re giving up a second. I don’t see any reason for the 
Canadiens to move him for less than that. Additionally, I don’t know what 
his arbitration case looks like, but Lehkonen at what his number will be 
next year is likely problematic for them.” 

Vitali Kravtsov (Bruce Bennett / USA Today) 

Georgiev to the Oilers for Kailer Yamamoto — Curtis W. 

Georgiev and Julien Gauthier to the Oilers for Mikko Koskinen and 
Yamamoto — Steven M. 

Exec’s take: “I don’t think Edmonton would do it. I don’t think they see 
Georgiev as the goaltending solution. It’d have to be a pick or another 
element to that to get Edmonton’s attention.” 

Kravtsov, Lundkvist, 2022 first and second to the Ducks for Rickard 
Rakell and Hampus Lindholm — Jack G. 

Exec’s take: “Lindholm should be one of the top players on the market if 
they are going to move him. He’s big, he can skate, shutdown player and 
a minutes-eating defender. Rakell would be one of the top forwards on 
the market if he is available, so combining the two probably isn’t realistic. 
It wouldn’t be a terrible offer if Kravtsov and Lundkvist’s value were what 
they were last year. Kravtsov is a complete unknown at this point — is he 
even coming over at all? Lundkvist still has good upside even though 
he’s undersized. I’ll be surprised if (Ducks GM Pat) Verbeek doesn’t sign 
at least one — Lindholm more likely — but if he is in a situation where 
he’s moving both, he’s going to do better than this.” 

Lauri Pajuniemi and a 2022 second to the Ducks for Rakell — Kenny S. 

Exec’s take: “This would be similar return to what the Rangers got when 
they traded Michael Grabner. I think Rakell is higher end. If you’re 
starting with a second, you’re going to have to do better than a B-minus 
or C prospect who is a fairly one-dimensional player. Pajuniemi has a big 
shot, that’s it. You’d have to move up the ladder on the Rangers prospect 
list if you’re starting with a second.” 

Kravtsov and a 2023 third to the Ducks for Max Comtois — Luke N. 

Exec’s take: “Comtois is an interesting one. Fits the ‘Rangers want to be 
harder to play against narrative,’ but he’s really struggled this year for 
some reason. For me, that’d be one where you’re trading a prospect that 
is a bit down in your organization, like a Lundkivst, for Comtois and give 
each a fresh start. Don’t think Anaheim would take the risk on Kravtsov.” 

2022 second- and fourth-round picks to the Kraken for Mark Giordano — 
Daniel L. 

Exec’s take: “This is actually a pretty reasonable one! That’s basically 
what the marketplace is going to become for him. If Seattle can get a first 
here, they’d do it today, but I’d bet when this player gets moved, this is 
what it’ll look like.” 

A 2022 second and a 2023 third to the Jets for Andrew Copp — Owen T. 

Filip Chytil and a 2022 second to the Jets for Copp and a 2022 fourth — 
Nick P. 

Matthew Robertson and a 2022 second to the Jets for Copp — Justin K. 

(Note: Copp’s trade availability could be complicated after he left 
Sunday’s Jets game with an apparent head injury.) 

Exec’s take: “The first one is the same return as the Rangers got for Mats 
Zuccarello, so it’s not a bad offer. With the need for a player like this, I 
think there’ll be multiple teams that are trying to win now that go all in. 
That probably bumps the price up a bit, but it’s in the ballpark. The 
second one is a pretty perfect fit for the Rangers. It would depend on 
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what the Jets think of Chytil. Elite skater, strong and good size, but it 
hasn’t come together yet. Still, there’s upside for this player and if 
Winnipeg knows they can’t sign Copp, this would be a pretty good offer 
for him. And Robertson has had an OK year — not bad, not great. This 
again will depend on what the Jets think of him. If they see him as a 
second pair guy with good size, who can make a good first pass, it’d be 
something to think about. Defensemen take a while to develop and this 
kid is still only in really his first year pro. He’s a B-plus prospect, so again, 
something you’d consider if you are Winnipeg.” 

Chytil, Lundkvist, Kravtsov and Robertson to the Jets for Mark Scheifele 
and Copp — Cody F. 

Exec’s take: “This is one of those, let’s throw a bunch of names out there 
and see if we can overwhelm them with quantity. Scheifele is a No. 1 
center. Those are about as valuable and hard to find as any position. 
He’s still got time left on a reasonable deal. If they decide to move him, 
it’s going to be a blockbuster-type deal. He’d cause more cap issues for 
the Rangers, but if they can get him, they should go for it. It’s one of 
those deals that will cause pain in terms of what you’re giving up. Think 
the top end of the Rangers prospect pool and high picks. And all that is 
for Scheifele alone. You’re not also, ‘Oh, by the way,’ tossing Copp into 
the deal.” 

Chytil, Will Cuylle, Robertson and a 2022 first to the Jets for Scheifele 
and a 2022 fourth — Michael E. 

Exec’s take: “You’re not getting a No. 1 center who still has time left for a 
package like this. If you’re doing a deal for Scheifele, you’re giving up 
players you likely don’t want to give up. You’re giving up your A-level 
guys in a deal for him. If Winnipeg thinks this kid (Brennan) Othmann is 
the best the Rangers have, start there. It probably includes (Kaapo) 
Kakko or something of that level to get a deal like this done. This is 
assuming (Braden) Schneider is a no-go because that’d be the starting 
point for me.” 

Chytil and a 2022 first to the Sharks for Tomas Hertl — Brad H. 

Exec’s take: “Probably not a guy who’s available, but if he is, you’re not 
trading him to rent him for a couple months. San Jose will know they’re 
not just going to give up assets and let him walk in the summer, so the 
price goes up above this, I think. And then the Rangers have to bite the 
bullet on what, seven years, $8 million, maybe? The Sharks could do 
better than this if they decide to move him.” 

Mika Zibanejad and Tomas Hertl (Danny Wild / USA Today) 

Kravtsov, a 2022 second and a 2023 fourth to the Senators for Connor 
Brown (50 percent salary retained) — Will W. 

Exec’s take: “I’m stuck on believing Ottawa’s going to hold onto this 
player for at least another year, plus the uncertainty with Kravtsov 
coming over, that’s a big factor. You’re not putting one prospect in a deal 
where the other team isn’t sure if they’re ever going to see the guy. And 
has anyone made as many picks the last few years as Ottawa? They 
need to start getting players, not more picks.” 

Kaapo Kakko, Robertson and a 2022 first to the Predators for Filip 
Forsberg — Jonathan G. 

Exec’s take: “Stop giving me the ones with the guys that aren’t moving! 
This isn’t a deal the Rangers would do. It’s essentially three first-rounders 
for a rental, a guy there’s no chance they can afford going forward.” 

Chytil, Kravtsov, Lundkvist, a 2022 first and a 2023 second to the Red 
Wings for Dylan Larkin — Jay D. 

Exec’s take: “Steve Yzerman is still in charge of the Red Wings, right?  I 
don’t see this one happening. This is another quantity deal of, ‘Let’s give 
them a lot of things we don’t want or need and hope they say yes.’ 
Doesn’t usually work that way. Larkin is another guy a notch down from 
Scheifele but who has a year left at a reasonable number. The Wings are 
going to see what it takes this summer to sign him, and if they can’t, 
they’d move him at the draft and do much better than this. Yzerman has 
a pretty good track record (OK, better than pretty good) at getting guys to 

stay and getting them at a reasonable number. Another deal that would 
start with your first, Kakko and then a top prospect and another good 
prospect.” 

A 2022 second and a 2023 second to the Bruins for Jake DeBrusk — 
Mike O. 

Exec’s take: “It’s a little too much to spend on him, honestly. You’ve got a 
player that might stay put because the Bruins could make a legitimate 
run, then they walk away from him in the summer. For the Rangers, 
you’re giving up two high picks for a guy with a $4 million qualifying offer. 
No way they want to get involved with that.” 

A 2022 second and a 2023 third to the Jets for Paul Stastny — Conor O. 

Exec’s take: “It seems a little high for the Rangers. He’s a good, versatile 
player. He could go into your top nine. He’s got some good playoff runs 
in him. I think it’s a little too much to give. The question now is: Is 
Winnipeg ever going to hit sell mode, or will they keep Stastny and Copp 
and see if they can get back in this?” 

Libor Hajek and a 2022 second to the Kraken for Calle Jarnkrok — Dean 
A. 

Exec’s take: “Disastrous what’s happened with Hajek this year. Clearly 
needs a fresh start and they clearly have no use for him. A second is 
probably fine for Jarnkrok; they aren’t doing better than that.” 

Skinner and a 2022 second to the Blue Jackets for Max Domi — Erik V. 

Exec’s take: “Max (and his dad) would love this one. He’s probably a fit 
for them so the second is fine. Likely giving a different, better prospect 
than Skinner, though, with the pick.” 

Max Domi (Brad Penner / USA Today) 

A 2022 second to the Blue Jackets for Jack Roslovic – Gerald L. 

Exec’s take: “That’s probably a fit, asset-wise, but does this player make 
the Rangers better right now? Not so sure on that.” 

Kravtsov, Lundkvist and a 2022 second to the Kings for Dustin Brown 
and Alex Turcotte — Mark B. 

Exec’s take: “This one would assume the Rangers haven’t had anyone 
actually watching Dustin Brown this year. Turcotte is a guy for me like 
(Pavel) Zacha in Jersey. Drafted too high, but maybe he’s still a valuable 
player who can play on a winning team. I’m not sure where Turcotte fits 
on the Rangers right now. At this point, he looks like a winger and plays 
the left side, which isn’t really a need for them. Kravtsov again is such an 
unknown. If you’re making a deal for him, you’re really taking a flier and 
hoping.” 

Lundkvist, Kravtsov and Patrik Nemeth to the Kraken for Yanni Gourde 
and Carson Soucy — Carmine S. 

Exec’s take: “Certainly the type of deal the Rangers would have interest 
in doing. Makes them better at forward and defense. Question for Seattle 
is: Do they want younger assets that’ll take longer or more ready 
players? Lundkvist would be appealing to them for sure. You’d get more 
assets moving those guys separately. There’s also Gourde’s contract 
(three more years at $5.17 million), so the Rangers would need to do 
some maneuvering there. Might not be worth it.” 

A 2022 fourth to the Coyotes for Phil Kessel — Trevor H. 

Exec’s take: “Sold! Have no idea what Kessel does for a team that 
already has plenty of high-end talent and not enough depth, but you 
could get him for that right now. Let’s make a deal.” 

Kakko and Lundkvist to the Hawks for Patrick Kane — Tim M. 

Exec’s take: “Kyle Davidson, it’s Mr. Wirtz on line one … and the other 
Mr. Wirtz on line two! Imagine being Davidson, brand new GM and 
walking up to the podium to explain this one. The Rangers can’t afford 
Kane, so you’d also be asking them to eat half or need another team to 
eat half the salary for you, and it’s still going to cost you a lot. Kane would 
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be electric in New York with Panarin and would make this must-see TV 
for the new broadcast partners. Be great if there was no cap. But even if 
you could work that part out, you’re paying much, much, much more than 
this. Come on.” 

Arthur Staple is a senior writer for The Athletic covering the New York 
Rangers and Islanders. He spent 20 years at Newsday, where he 
covered everything from high schools to the NFL. Follow Arthur on 
Twitter @stapeathletic. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Källgren’s shutout hints that he may be Maple Leafs' 
solution: ‘We needed that’ 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Could the answer to Kyle Dubas’s most pressing problem 
have been sitting quietly underneath him the whole time? 

If Erik Källgren — learn the name, don’t forget the umlaut, and the K is 
schilent — is auditioning to be the solution, temporary or otherwise, to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs circus of follies in the blue paint, well, the kid is 
off to a fine start. 

Källgren followed up last Thursday’s point-saving appearance in 
emergency relief with something seldom seen in these parts since the 
calendar flipped to 2022: a quiet, quality performance by the starting 
goaltender in blue. 

The 25-year-old import from the Swedish league would not have been 
recalled from the AHL Marlies had No. 1 Jack Campbell not gone down 
with a rib injury last week. Nor would he have been starting this week had 
No. 2 Petr Mrazek made good on either of his golden opportunities to 
take the net and run. 

In backstopping the Maple Leafs to a 4-0 shutout victory at Scotiabank 
Arena, Källgren did something neither of Toronto’s NHL-level goalies had 
been able to do for the past six games: keep the opponent’s goals under 
four — the franchise’s most consistently porous stretch in more than 16 
years. 

“Lot of emotions, but I’m really happy for the win,” said Källgren, as 
composed at the podium as he was in the crease. “I felt calm. I felt good. 
I've played some big games before, but obviously not in NHL. 

“I just tried to have fun and enjoy this moment.” 

When the crowd rose to its feet and the game’s first star twirled the ice 
for his curtain call, Källgren pounded the Maple Leaf on his chest with a 
glove that helped him stop all 35 pucks fired his way. 

Then the kid from Stockholm, who grew up idolizing Henrik Lundqvist, 
walked into a home dressing room he had trouble locating five days ago 
and was doused with water from his bouncing big-league teammates. 

“Shutout first game? It’s a dream,” Ondrej Kase beamed. 

“He’s so nice. He’s the greatest guy to be around,” said Rasmus Sandin, 
who trained with Källgren in Stockholm over the summer and has been 
having dinners with him. “We were saying, we’re gonna do everything we 
can to get the shutout for him. 

“We really needed that.” 

Remaining Time -2:51 

Källgren's 'dream' first start provides timely goaltending relief for Maple 
Leafs 

Mrazek’s erratic positioning and string of soft goals allowed had drained 
mojo from the skaters in front of him and stirred up a Fleury of trade 

speculation in this town as Leafs Nation counts five more sleeps until 
trade deadline. 

Saves are oxygen for hockey teams. For the first night in a while, the 
Leafs were breathing easy. 

“It’s huge. It’s a hard game to play when you’re pulling the puck out of 
your net all the time,” said Sheldon Keefe, becoming the fastest Leafs 
coach to 100 wins. 

“As players on the ice, you're questioning yourself. If you make mistakes 
[that lead to goals], you’re maybe a little more nervous.” 

Unburdened by expectation, Källgren is standing six feet, three inches 
tall and unfazed, on the ice and in front of the podium. 

"He's a quiet guy," Leafs captain John Tavares said. "Seems [like he's] 
feeling his way out a little bit. But, in saying that, when he gets on the ice 
and puts the gear on, seems very confident, very detailed in his 
demeanour." 

Källgren’s feel-good 90 minutes of NHL film are instilling a confidence 
that’s fast contagious. 

“He was solid,” said Keefe, the most relieved man in the barn. “Pucks 
came to him, and for the most part they stuck to him. I thought our team 
played really well in front of him.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Källgren withstood Dallas’s early pressure strong, allowing Sandin to 
score when Toronto finally got around to registering its first shot on the 
Stars net, at the 7:22 mark. 

Tavares — subbing in as top-line centre for the suspended Auston 
Matthews — registered an assist on Sandin’s cheeky backhander, then 
scored his 20th of the season by deflecting a William Nylander shot. 

Kase assumed Matthews’ place on the NHL’s most effective power-play 
unit and scored on the man-advantage, leaving Källgren to bolt the doors 
and collect the applause. 

"It goes probably two ways with a new goalie," Stars forward Tyler 
Seguin had predicted pre-game. "He'll be unbelievable, or he'll be a little 
shaky.” 

Källgren was anything but shaky, as the Maple Leafs improve to 26-14-2 
all-time without Matthews in the lineup. 

“Whether it’s Erik in the net or Auston not playing,” Keefe said, “we have 
that capability of putting together a nice, responsible game. And we did 
that here today.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Next up: Toronto’s goaltending future has a date with a ghost of 
goaltending past, as Frederik Andersen and the Carolina Hurricanes 
crash through on Thursday. 

“Let’s let the paint dry on this one here a little bit,” Keefe urged, knowing 
Toronto is already engraving mini Vezinas and brainstorming nicknames 
for their saviour. 

OK. But considering the alternatives, one must believe the pipes belong 
to Källgren now. 

“I'm going to take this very day-by-day. I mean, I was called up less than 
a week ago. I'm still just trying to enjoy this — to be up here and try to get 
better every day. So, trying not to think too much,” said Källgren, a face 
of calm before a panicking fanbase. 

“I'll just go out there and be me.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 
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• Sheldon Keefe has a firm sense of occasion. The coach adjusted his 
checking line so Nick Robertson could take the opening faceoff directly 
against older brother Jason. 

Not only did Tuesday mark the first NHL meeting between the close 
siblings, but it was the first time mom Mercedes and dad Hugh got to see 
rookie Nick play live. (Fun fact: Jason’s first-ever NHL game also took 
place at Scotiabank Arena.) Per tradition, Mercedes wore the sweater of 
her home-team son and a ballcap representing the team of her away-
team son. 

A conference away, the brothers still talk at least every other day and 
frequently battle it out mic’d-up on “Chel.” 

Jason is proud of young Nick and wasn’t surprised to see him claw his 
way back from a broken leg all the way to the Maple Leafs’ top six. 

“He's probably the hardest worker I've ever seen in practice," Jason says.  

• With Matthews sidelined, Keefe occasionally went to a loaded top line 
of Marner–Tavares–Nylander for key O-zone faceoffs. 

• Just as the Maple Leafs appreciated Matthews’ pushback during the 
Heritage Classic, Sabres fans gotta love Dylan Cozens finishing a big 
open-ice hit on Matthews in response to his cross-check of Rasmus 
Dahlin. 

“Just seeing what he did to Ras, it was a really dirty cross-check and a 
dangerous cross-check by him. So, I decided to go out there and finish 
my check on him. And obviously, a couple of guys didn't like that. But I'd 
do it again if I had to,” Cozens said Tuesday. 

“We just all have the same vision. We’re not about ourselves. We’re 
about bringing this team some success and bringing this city a Stanley 
Cup.” 

How long until this kid gets a letter on his sweater? 

• Ilya Lyubushkin’s first full game alongside Morgan Rielly? 

Six hits from him, two thumbs-up from me. 

• Of the seven teams sending scouts to take this one in live, the Seattle 
Kraken was the only club to send two representatives. One of them was 
assistant GM Jason Botterill. The Leafs have at least inquired on Mark 
Giordano and Calle Jarnkrok. Only five more days until deadline…. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs react to Auston Matthews' suspension: 'He 
stood up for himself' 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO — Nick Robertson may be the youngest member of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, but he’s wise enough to glean a positive from 
Auston Matthews’ two-game suspension. 

“He's probably the best player in the league, and he stood up for himself. 
I think it's rare, when you see a guy with his talent go back at a guy,” said 
Robertson, who slides back into the top six with Matthews out. 

“Obviously, we don't want a suspension. But for a guy to show that 
passion, to kind of retaliate a little bit, it's kind of nice.” 

Remaining Time -0:50 

What Matthews standing up for himself means to rookie Robertson 

Nice for those fans who cringed when they saw a chuckling Matthews 
allow himself to get rag-dolled by Ben Chiarot during last year’s playoffs. 
Nice for opponents to realize they may get a sharp burst of fibreglass if 
they tangle with the six-foot-three, 205-pound superstar. 

“Nice for us,” Robertson continues. “You can't rely on other guys to stick 
up for any players. It's nice for him to take ownership of it himself.” 

Uncharacteristic of the two-time Lady Byng finalist, Matthews reached a 
boiling point late in Sunday’s 5-2 outdoor loss to the lowly Buffalo 
Sabres. A net-front positional battle with defenceman (and fellow first-
overall draft pick) Rasmus Dahlin escalated and culminated with 
Matthews delivering a forceful cross-check directly to Dahlin’s neck. 

"We're disappointed. We don't want him to miss any games or think he 
should. But we’re going to move forward,” said captain John Tavares. 
“There's no intent from his end. He’s just competing hard, and just 
something unfortunate happened. 

Tavares calls Matthews “arguably the best player in the league.” With 
that comes extra attention. 

“Guys are gonna try to be physical with them, try to push his buttons,” 
Tavares said. “He's extremely strong. He's obviously big, and he can use 
that as a way to get pissed off or whatnot. But I think just to stand his 
ground and show that he's not going to get pushed around or let anyone 
try to get him off his game…. He has a good sense of when and how to 
use the physical nature of his game and his frame, and he's done a 
tremendous job with that all year.” 

Remaining Time -2:23 

Tavares on Matthews' suspension: 'His reputation and track record 
speaks for itself' 

Despite Matthews’ scoring at nearly a goal-a-game pace for the past 39 
games, his team can’t buy a save, nor draw a penalty. 

Oddly, Matthews, who dominates the puck, is tied for 310th leaguewide 
in penalties drawn this season, with eight. 

“I think you scratch your head,” said Tavares, regarding that stat. 

“I give him so much credit because you would never know that with the 
way he carries himself and how he handles it. I think he just looks at that 
next opportunity and wants to go out there and be dominant, carry play 
and continue to find a way to make a difference and overcome whatever 
he's facing.” 

On Sunday, the Leafs were losing another game to a lottery-bound team. 
He lashed out. Maybe he was aiming for Dahlin’s shoulder. Certainly, he 
missed high and was punished appropriately for a non-hockey play. 

Remaining Time -1:23 

'It's the league's decision' Maple Leafs have to move on from Matthews 
suspension 

Matthews downplayed the incident postgame, no doubt hoping he’d skirt 
suspension in light of his previously clean record and Dahlin surviving the 
blow uninjured. 

“I think t goes without saying. Anyone who follows the Leafs or Auston, 
you know the type of player he is. He doesn't take very many penalties. 
He deals with a lot. So, it's obviously out of character in this situation,” 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“The league makes their decision, and we move on from it.” 

How they’ll move on Tuesday is by bumping Tavares to top-line duties 
between red-hot wingers Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting, and giving 
Alexander Kerfoot a look between Robertson and William Nylander. 

“I know any time we've played without Auston and John’s been in his 
spot, he's been terrific for us,” Keefe said. 

“So I would expect nothing less tonight.” 

One-Timers: Erik Källgren will make his first-ever NHL start for the Maple 
Leafs Tuesday. The 25-year-old Swedish import posted a .909 save 
percentage in 30 minutes of relief work Thursday, helping the Leafs earn 
a loser point in their overtime defeat to the Coyotes…. Jake Oettinger 
starts for Dallas…. Scratched for the Heritage Classic, Nick Robertson 
jumps back onto Toronto’s second line Tuesday for a showdown against 
older brother Jason, who leads Dallas with 30 goals…. Significant step in 
the progress of Jake Muzzin, who participated in his first team practice 
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Tuesday morning since sustaining his second concussion of the year on 
Feb. 21. He could be eligible to play as early as Saturday in Nashville.… 
Justin Holl is wearing a full face shield after needing some repairs 
Sunday…. Ilya Lyubushkin will start his first game on the top pair 
alongside Morgan Rielly… Wayne Simmonds and Travis Dermott will be 
healthy scratches, as fourth-liner Kyle Clifford draws in for his first action 
since signing a two-year extension. 

Maple Leafs projected lineup Tuesday: 

Bunting-Tavares-Marner 

Robertson-Kerfoot-Nylander 

Mikheyev-Kämpf-Engvall 

Clifford-Spezza-Kase 

Rielly-Lyubushkin 

Brodie-Holl 

Sandin-Liljegren 

Källgren 

Mrazek 
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Sportsnet.ca / Here's why the Oilers, under Woodcroft, are a team that 
could compete in the playoffs 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — It is far less important where a playoff team finishes in 
the standings, history tells us, than how that team is playing when the 
tournament begins. This isn’t just sweet music to the ears of an 
Edmonton Oilers fan, but a cold fact in a league that usually features two 
upsets in eight Round 1 series’ — sometimes three. 

The wrong injury at the wrong time, a cold goalie or a key player who just 
isn’t right can make up the difference between two clubs that finish within 
only five or six points of each other after an 82-game season. 

In Edmonton’s case, we’re not making the leap that Mikko Koskinen 
made on Monday, when he was asked about the narrative that he is a 
good goalie — until he’s asked to play too many games in a row. Then 
his game tends to dip. 

going to buy that,” Koskinen said, staying true to his claim that he doesn’t 
pay attention to history, only to the next game on the schedule. 

Is he ready to be a No. 1 goalie down the stretch and into the playoffs? 
Koskinen laughed at the question: “Yes.” 

So there’s a place to start, as we dive into where the Oilers are with 23 
games to play, and where they could be when the playoffs start in May. 

Can Koskinen be a goalie who can play and win a seven-game series? 

Well, if he plays in 16 or 17 of the Oilers' final 23 games, and stays at the 
same level he has been at since Jan 22 — .922 save percentage, 2.46 
GAA, 9-1-2 record — then sure. Who cares about Koskinen’s past — it’s 
the right now that matters. 

But hold on here. Who says Koskinen has been a true No. 1? 

Koskinen has only started 12 of Edmonton’s 23 games in that span, or 
basically 50 per cent. That’s not a true No. 1, which you need in the 
playoffs. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The difference has been two-fold: His glove hand has improved vastly, 
and so has the team in front of him, of late. 

“For me it feels like we’re playing tighter. Taking time and space away, it 
makes the reads easier for me — you kind of (know) where the puck is 
going to go next,” he said. 

Better team, better goaltending. It’s not rocket science, is it? 

It is our belief that Edmonton will not acquire a goalie at the trade 
deadline 

Marc-Andre Fleury does not wish to play in Edmonton, we are told. Ditto 
Semyon Varlamov, who we are told will use his 16-team no trade list to 
stay on the Island. Anaheim’s John Gibson has a 10-team NTC list, on 
which Edmonton can be found. 

Jake Allen is injured, and we’re not sure why Montreal would trade him 
anyhow, considering the question marks surrounding Carey Price’s 
future. Dallas is not about to furnish a wild-card opponent with a solution 
(Braden Holtby) to their netminding woes. The New York Rangers might 
part with Alex Georgiev if they got a goalie back in the deal, but his 
numbers (.893, 3.15) stink. So do Joonas Korpisalo’s (.883, 3.95). 

So as much as Oilers Nation will despise this news, Edmonton will spend 
a couple more games attempting to get Mike Smith’s game back up to 
snuff. If that fails, in Stuart Skinner we trust. 

They’ll land a defenceman at the deadline. We’d prefer Carson Soucy 
from Seattle. 

But the feeling is, if the team’s defensive play keeps getting better, that 
might just be the most realistic way to help the goaltending situation. 

Here’s what makes us bullish on Edmonton’s game since Jay Woodcroft 
took over on Feb. 11 

Being a poor five-on-five team with an excellent power play is a false-
floor premise. When the power plays go away in the playoffs, and five-
on-five play becomes more prevalent and important, those teams’ top 
weapon is mitigated. And they lose. 

What Edmonton is starting to become under Woodcroft is a better five-
on-five team that, when it gets all its people back, should still have a Top 
3 powerplay in the NHL. Here are some numbers: 

Under Tippett: 28-18-3, 140 GF, 146 GA, 88 GF at 5-on-5, 100 GA at 5-
on-5 

Under Woodcroft: 9-5-1, 50 GF, 41 GA, 31 GF at 5-on-5, 23 GA at 5-on-5 

We’ve been a broken record when it comes to the Oilers needing to keep 
the goals against down, and how their top players — Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl — must lead the way in that regard. Well, that’s 
exactly what is happening. 

In 15 games under Woodcroft at five-on-five, Draisaitl has been on the 
ice for 18 goals for and just five against for a plus-13. McDavid is 19 and 
11, for a plus-8. In 43 games under Tippett McDavid was plus-8, while 
Draisaitl was plus-5 in 44 games. 

When the leaders lead, the followers follow, and by the above stats you 
can see that Edmonton has gone from being minus-12 under Tippett in 
44 games to plus-8 under Woodcroft in 15 games. 

Toss in a power play that is emerging from some struggles, add in Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Jesse Puljujarvi upon their return, and you have the 
formula for a team that can compete well at five-on-five, with a power 
play that should be able to produce despite limited opportunities. 

That’s the kind of team that can win a round, perhaps two, in the post-
season. 
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TSN.CA / Organizational alignment playing key role in Flames’ success 

 

Salim Valji 

 

It’s clear when watching the Calgary Flames this season that Johnny 
Gaudreau is almost always aware of where his linemates, Matthew 
Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm, are on the ice. Chris Tanev doesn’t have to 
look for Oliver Kylington, he already knows where his defence partner is 
at all times. 

That innate chemistry throughout the lineup has propelled the team to the 
top of the Pacific Division as one of the biggest surprises in the NHL. 

The same dynamic exists off the ice among the coaching staff and 
management. 

In recent years, Calgary’s current front office has made several decisions 
that have set up the Flames for today’s success.  

Right now, they have a No. 1 centre signed at under $5 million a season 
(Lindholm), one of the league’s top scorers at $6.75 million (Gaudreau), 
and a 30-goal scorer at under $3 million (Andrew Mangiapane). The 
team’s top four blueliners (Rasmus Andersson, Noah Hanifin, Tanev and 
Kylington) are making a combined $14.75 million, and its Vezina-calibre 
goalie Jacob Markstrom is signed at $6 million.  

Since the end of the 1980s, the organization has had challenges in 
building a consistent contender. In the 31 years since becoming the only 
visiting team to hoist the Stanley Cup at the Montreal Forum, the Flames 
have won just four playoff series (three during that 2004 run, and one in 
2015).  

While it’s still far too early to judge this season, things do look different 
now. The Flames’ current process can be summed up in one word: 
alignment. 

“You all have to be on the same page in terms of things you value,” 
Flames general manager Brad Treliving said. 

“When you’re bringing a player in, you’ve got to have alignment in terms 
of where you see the player fitting. It makes no sense for management to 
think one thing and the coaching staff to use the player in a different 
role.” 

Flames assistant general manager Chris Snow manages the team’s data 
department and is a conduit between them, Treliving, scouts, and the 
coaching staff. 

“You want the scout to have an opinion that aligns with the data that 
aligns with the background work that you do on the player,” Snow said. 
“The majority of the time, there is alignment, and if there’s not 
[alignment], there should be. If there’s not, then one of those three 
components of the equation is out of line. In those instances where 
there’s not alignment, those are opportunities to learn by talking it out 
and adjusting and enhancing one of those three branches.” 

Much of that is balancing enhanced stats and the eye test. Does the data 
support the observation? 

“The data and the scout won’t disagree, so much as, ‘What is the scout 
valuing, and what is the data valuing?’” Snow said. “It’s an evaluation 
proposition, meaning if the scout doesn’t necessarily like a player for his 
competitiveness because he lacks that, the data might magnify that the 
player seems to be highly intelligent and highly skilled. And then it’s just 
an evaluation question. What do you value and what is the fit for that 
particular need on the team?” 

Snow is a former baseball reporter who was hired by the Flames in 2011 
after three years in the Minnesota Wild front office. Snow was friends 
with Josh Byrnes, then the San Diego Padres general manager, and in 
2012 went to the MLB’s Winter Meetings to observe and learn from the 
process. In the hotel lobby, he stumbled upon Wells Oliver, the Padres’ 
director of baseball systems. 

“My enduring image of him is finding him one morning sitting cross-
legged on the floor in the atrium of the Gaylord Opryland Resort, banging 
out computer code,” Snow said. “I thought, ‘I have to have this guy.’” 

Byrnes did his old friend Snow a favour, and Oliver worked part-time for 
the Flames for three years building their data systems (and far more than 
the 15 hours a week he was paid for).  

“He got us off the ground to an impressive extent with our database and 
the site,” Snow said. 

That process was on full display during the biggest in-season trade of 
Treliving’s tenure, when the Flames acquired Tyler Toffoli from the 
Montreal Canadiens Feb. 14. 

“With our lineup at the time of the acquisition, the Gaudreau-Lindholm-
Tkachuk was pretty much cemented. They’d played more minutes than 
any [line] in the league and they’d excelled,” Snow explained. 

“And then you look at the line of Backlund-Coleman-Mangiapane, and 
that line was excelling two ways. So, the need was really who can add 
additional offence at both five-on-five and power play, who’s a right shot, 
because you look at us and we didn’t have a right-shot right winger, and 
just additional execution. If you look at our team, we have players who 
can carry the play in shots and chances, but our shooting percentage 
and finish was league average…[Toffoli’s] profile year-in and year-out 
really indicates hockey sense, skill, and versatility, any line, any wing, 
any situation.” 

Many were surprised when the Flames didn’t sign a replacement for 
Mark Giordano after the longtime blueliner was chosen by the Seattle 
Kraken in the expansion draft. The Flames, however, saw it as an 
opportunity.  

“In a salary cap system, you have to integrate young players,” Snow said. 
“Certainly, we wanted our defence to get bigger and more competitive, 
and that was with the signings of [Nikita] Zadorov and [Erik] Gudbranson. 
There was opportunity for one additional player to grab hold of it, and 
Oliver Kylington did that right out of training camp.” 

Head coach Darryl Sutter frequently uses the information Snow’s staff 
gathers. Flames management and coaches met last summer to define 
key terms, traits, and player types the organization would target. 

“It’s an evolving process,” Sutter said. “We spent a lot of time trying to 
connect analytics more with individual performance, team performance, 
opponent performance, back-to-back performance, home-road 
performance, a lot of those things and then we tie it in with 
management’s side…I think today’s player wants that information 
because it’s not a criticism. It shows them their performance based on 
something a computer is kicking out. It can help players in so many 
different ways.” 

The Flames’ data department has evolved over the years, and Snow now 
has David Johnson, Michael Charron, and Connor Rankin providing 
input. Johnson has a computer science degree, Rankin previously played 
in the Western Hockey League, and Charron had a career in the financial 
sector before joining the organization.  

“Long story short, I watch a ton of hockey, which helps generate numbers 
for the analytic team to look at and help make decisions,” Rankin said. 
“My eye test can’t be skewed by the analytical numbers because you 
don’t want a bias watching going into a player, or vice versa, you don’t 
want to love a player from watching him, but you look at the analytic 
numbers and it’s not very good.” 

Charron describes his duties as a mix between supporting the coaching 
staff, keeping track of players around the league, and ad-hoc projects. 

“It’s taking information and data that we track and maintain and making it 
easily digestible for the coaches,” he said. “You’re looking at what a team 
does well, how can they beat us and how can we beat them. It’s just 
making the coaches aware of things the data suggests about an 
opponent.” 

Many decisions await the Flames’ brain trust over the coming months.  

The trade deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. ET and there are several key free 
agents (including Gaudreau) who need to be re-signed. Once again, the 
decision-making process will be put to the test. But first, fans expect the 
team to win its second playoff series since Treliving took over in 2014. 

“I don’t want to get ahead of ourselves,” Treliving said. “We haven’t 
qualified for playoffs yet. That’s goal No. 1. From myself on down, 
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coaches, players, we’re not getting ahead of ourselves. We’ve got work 
to do to get become a playoff team. We’ve got to earn that right…my job 
is to see if there are ways to make the roster better between now and 
Monday.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs give Kallgren first start as crease concerns grow 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Erik Kallgren made his National Hockey League debut last week. 
Tonight, he gets his first start. 

"We felt really good about his time in the net the last time we were in this 
building," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We saw enough in his short time in 
the net and his time in the AHL to give him an opportunity." 

Kallgren stopped 10 of 11 shots after replacing Petr Mrazek in the 
second period of a game against the Arizona Coyotes last Thursday. 

"You saw the confidence when he went in," Keefe said. "Without any 
warning or heads up, all the sudden you're in there at a time when the 
game's not going well for us, and you saw the confidence there."  

After the game, Kallgren fielded a barrage of questions about his 
unexpected appearance.   

"The piece I might've been most impressed with that day is how he 
handled you guys after the game," Keefe told reporters. "How he handled 
the questions. For a guy who was dealing with so much and the 
excitement of going in there, he showed extreme poise and confidence in 
that moment. It's a big part of the position, in particular, when you're a 
part of the Leafs and in this city." 

During that media session, Kallgren was asked if he could carry the load 
for the Leafs if given the chance. 

"I'm not going to try to overthink or think what might happen," the 25-
year-old said. "I'll just go out there and be me." 

Kallgren has a .904 save percentage over 26 games with the Toronto 
Marlies in the AHL. He helped Vaxjo win a Swedish Hockey League 
championship last season.  

"He's a quiet guy," said Leafs captain John Tavares. "Seems [like he's] 
feeling his way out a little bit. But, in saying that, when he gets on the ice 
and puts the gear on, seems very confident, very detailed in his 
demeanour." 

"It goes probably two ways with a new goalie," said Stars sniper Tyler 
Seguin, who's sitting on 299 NHL goals. "He'll be unbelievable, or he'll be 
a little shaky. We'll try and get some pucks to him early and kind of figure 
that out." 

The Leafs are willing to give Kallgren a chance because Jack Campbell 
is injured and Mrazek has struggled. Mrazek allowed four goals on 37 
shots during a loss to the Buffalo Sabres during Sunday's Heritage 
Classic.  

"There's enough good things that happened outdoors the other day that 
he should be able to build on that," Keefe insisted. "I thought he played a 
good game. They got in behind us three, four, five times and he was solid 
on those plays. Obviously, it's a tough goal, the third one, that he wants 
to have back at a key moment of the game, but aside from that he played 
a good game for us. So, he has every reason to be confident and build 
on that. He's a veteran guy that's played in the league a long time, so 
he's got to be able to regroup and be confident in himself and, on a night 
like tonight, support Kallgren."  

Mrazek's old team, the Carolina Hurricanes, will visit Toronto on 
Thursday.  

"We'll take it a day at a time from here," said Keefe of the goalie situation. 

Toronto has allowed four or more goals in six consecutive games. Per 
the Elias Sports Bureau, this is the longest such streak for the franchise 
since an eight-game run in January 2006 when Ed Belfour and Mikael 
Tellqvist were in net.  

Jake Oettinger gets the start for Dallas.  

Källgren gets first NHL start against Stars tonight 

Erik Källgren will get the nod between the pipes tonight for his first career 
start with the Stars in town. His teammates and coach talk about his quiet 
nature in the room but the confidence he exudes on the ice. 

---  

Auston Matthews will serve the first game of a two-game suspension for 
cross-checking Buffalo's Rasmus Dahlin on Sunday. This is the first 
suspension of Matthews' career. He was a finalist for the Lady Byng 
Trophy last season.  

"His track record, I think, speaks for itself," said Tavares. "There's no 
intent from his end. He's just competing hard and it's just something 
unfortunate that happened, like many other plays that happen in the 
game. Obviously, we're disappointed. We don't want him to miss any 
games or think he should." 

With Matthews out, Tavares will move up to the top line and skate 
between Michael Bunting and Mitch Marner.  

"Those two guys are going to move their feet and they're going to be 
involved and they're going to be engaged on every puck and every play, 
so that will put John on offence a lot more," said Keefe. "I know any time 
we've played without Auston, and John's been in this spot, he's been 
terrific for us. I would expect nothing less tonight." 

Tavares has scored just one goal in five-on-five play since Jan. 15. The 
31-year-old is determined to get to the blue paint more.  

"That's where the puck's gotta go to go in," Tavares said. "Getting there, 
being stronger around the net, finding good chances off the second layer, 
second and third chances ... That's something I've been strong in my 
whole life, really, so it's important for me to get there."  

Tavares picked up an assist and fired three shots on net in Sunday's 
loss.   

"He really worked and was physical and was competitive in not an easy 
environment to do that," Keefe said. "I thought he skated really well." 

Tavares fills in for Matthews between Marner and Bunting 

With Auston Matthews serving a two-game suspension, John Tavares is 
getting a shot on the top line with Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews. He 
knows the success that line has been having and is just looking to help 
them stay on a roll. 

--- 

Alex Kerfoot will move up to the second-line centre spot between Nick 
Robertson and William Nylander. Robertson has one goal in seven 
games since being called up.  

"He's done a good putting himself in spots to get chances," Keefe said. 
"We've talked a little bit on making good on those chances, in particular, 
hitting the net. It's the NHL, so it's hard to get scoring chances and he 
has been able to get them and get clean looks at the net. He's put 
himself in those positions, but don't take them for granted, because they 
don’t come around all that often."  

Jason Spezza shifts back to centre on the fourth line where he'll skate 
between Kyle Clifford and Ondrej Kase. It will be Clifford's first game with 
the Leafs since Jan. 19.  

Kase will join the top power-play unit in the bumper spot while Nylander 
shifts to the flank. Robertson will play on the flank of the second unit.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Adjusting without Auston 

The Maple Leafs had to juggle their lines with Auston Matthews serving 
the first of his two game suspension. Mark Masters has more on their 
deployment against the Stars and Erik Kallgren making his first career 
start between the pipes. 
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Timothy Liljegren had another rough run alongside Morgan Rielly on 
Sunday. He was victimized on the opening Sabres goal and took a 
penalty in the third period. The rookie was limited to 10 minutes and 35 
seconds, which was his lowest total in a game he finished this season.  

"You can see, at times, as a young player still adjusting to the league, 
that he's had some moments that make you pause a little bit in terms of 
keeping him rolling with those heavy minutes and heavy responsibility," 
Keefe said. 

Ilya Lyubushkin replaced Liljegren on the top pair midway through 
Sunday's game and he will start in that spot tonight.  

"We've liked a lot about Lyubushkin's game," Keefe said. "Defensively, it 
seems like anything that comes into his area gets stopped and gets 
killed. The play definitely dies for the opposition and then we usually get 
the puck and are going the other way. He's moved the puck up the ice 
really well so that's a big part of it."  

Liljegren will play on the third pair opposite his good friend and 
countryman Rasmus Sandin. Keefe liked the way those two played 
together late in Sunday's game.  

With Jake Muzzin out, the Leafs have split up Rielly and T.J. Brodie to 
create more balance. Brodie and Justin Holl have generated good 
chemistry, but the top pair has been inconsistent.  

    Justin Holl wearing a bubble pic.twitter.com/tJjcVBmGGm 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 15, 2022 

--- 

Muzzin participated in Toronto's morning skate. It was his first on-ice 
session with teammates since suffering a concussion on Feb. 21.  

"He's been putting in a lot of work," said Keefe, "skating a lot, working out 
a lot and everything has been progressing very well. As far as timeline, 
I'm not certain where that's at, but certainly everything's been trending 
really well. He feels good in terms of the feedback he's been giving me 
and the medical team." 

Muzzin's presence was a morale boost for teammates.  

"Fantastic," said Tavares. "Great to see him progress and be back with 
us out there ... It means a lot to our group in so many different ways. I 
know I, personally, really lean on him for a lot with our team on the 
leadership side of things." 

Muzzin skates with Leafs for first time since concussion 

Jake Muzzin not only skated by himself ahead of Maple Leafs' practice, 
but he also stayed out for the entire session. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
says the defenceman is progressing but there is still no timeline for a 
return. 

--- 

Back on Feb. 23, 2019, Jason Robertson produced three assists to help 
the Niagara IceDogs beat his little brother's Peterborough Petes 5-0 in an 
Ontario Hockey League regular season game. Tonight, the sibling rivalry 
is renewed.  

"He got the better of me in that one, so I need to get this one 
desperately," said Nick, 20, with a grin. "This one means more than that, 
given it's the best league in the world." 

Dad Hugh and mom Mercedes will be in the crowd to watch their sons 
share NHL ice for the first time. It will be the first time they see Nick play 
an NHL game in person.   

"I think it's more exciting for my parents than it is for me because I want 
to win," said Jason, 22. "I want to get the best of him." 

It won't be easy.  

"He's probably the hardest worker I've ever seen in practice," Jason said.  

The brothers train together in the summer in Michigan where they grew 
up and where the family still has a home. The off-season work has paid 
off for Jason, who has 30 goals to lead the Stars.  

"When your brother has success, you want to have success as well," 
said Nick. "It's not more of a pressure or a burden, but he's doing the 
same training I'm doing, and he's been on the same path I've done. He 
sets the level where I got to be at. I want to be in that same category with 
him." 

Nick has dealt with a series of injuries in recent years, including a broken 
leg in October, which derailed the start to this season.  

"He's used to a lot of adversity, and he always responds the right way 
and comes back even better," Jason said.  

Jason, selected 39th overall in 2017, playfully points out that he was 
drafted higher than Nick, who went 53rd in 2019. But the brotherly battles 
have been mostly tame to this point.  

"We were chill," said Nick. "We were nothing like butting heads all the 
time." 

With one exception.   

"We played floor ball where I was a goalie and he was a player and that 
was the only time we went at each other," Nick said with a wide smile. 
"So, a lot of heated battles and my dad lost it a few times with us." 

Hugh Robertson celebrated his 65th birthday on Monday. The family 
went out to dinner with Jason picking up the bill. Tonight, family ties take 
a backseat to securing two points. 

"We'll definitely have a laugh or two on the ice," said Jason, "but it's 
business."   

Nick and Jason get set for first NHL edition of the 'Robertson Bowl' 

Nick Robertson will take on his older brother Jason tonight for the first 
time in the NHL, when the Maple Leafs host the Stars. The two played 
against each other multiple times in the OHL. Jason is having a standout 
season with Dallas and Nick isn't surprised with the hard work he's seen 
his brother put in. 

--- 

Lines at Leafs morning skate: 

Bunting - Tavares - Marner  

Robertson - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Clifford - Spezza - Kase  

Matthews, Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Muzzin - Dermott  

Kallgren  

Mrazek  

Power-play units at Leafs morning skate: 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Marner, Nylander  

Middle: Kase  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Spezza, Robertson  

Middle: Mikheyev  
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Net front: Bunting 
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TSN.CA / Batherson nearing return to Sens’ lineup 

 

Claire Hanna 

 

Ottawa forward Drake Batherson is tracking to return to the Senators 
lineup at the end of March. 

Batherson has been sidelined since Jan. 25 with a high ankle sprain that 
paused a season where he had scored 13 goals and 21 assists through 
31 games. 

“We have sometime in the last week of March circled for the return,” 
Batherson said following a team practice on Tuesday. “I think I’ll be back 
either that Florida game (March 26) or the Nashville one on the road 
(March 29).” 

Batherson skated on the wing with extra forwards Dylan Gambrell and 
Adam Gaudette during training on Tuesday, the day after the Senators’ 
4-3 loss to the Arizona Coyotes on Monday. The 23-year-old also filled in 
as an extra body on defence. 

“Felt great. I waited until I was pretty well 100 per cent to get on the ice 
and I had no troubles,” said Batherson, who has been skating at full team 
practices wearing a normal jersey since Mar. 10. 

Batherson fell feet-first into the end boards during Ottawa’s 5-0 win 
against Buffalo in late January. Sabres goalie Aaron Dell stepped out of 
the crease at the last minute, making contact with Batherson while he 
was playing the puck. Dell was suspended for three games for the hit, 
which captain Brady Tkachuk called an “unnecessary and dirty play.” 

“It happened so quick. I was just focused on getting the puck off the 
defenceman. Next thing I know I’m flying into the boards. Things happen 
so quick out there and just one of those things that was out of my control, 
I guess. Just had an awkward fall,” Batherson said Tuesday, speaking 
about the incident for the first time since his injury. 

Dell never reached out to Batherson. 

“I never heard from him,” Batherson said. “It’s in the past. Stuff like that 
happens every year I feel like, so I’m looking forward to finally getting 
back out there.” 

Batherson’s first practice after the injury was while the Senators were on 
their five-game road trip at the beginning of March. However, he felt that 
he could have skated earlier. 

“I felt like I probably could have gone on a few weeks before that,” he 
said. “But I knew it was better to wait. That’s what they said to do. They 
were right. I came on and I’ve had no troubles at all.” 

Batherson frequently trains with Penguins star Sidney Crosby in the off-
season. The three-time Stanley Cup Champion also suffered an ankle 
sprain early in his career and Batherson sought out his advice. 

“He said just to take it slow. It’s a weird injury. It’s one of those things 
where you can just tweak it a little bit and it’ll linger on for a year. He’s 
definitely given me some good advice and it’s nice hearing from a guy 
like him,” Batherson said. 

“I heard from a couple guys who’ve gone through it before. [They said] 
it’s better to break [the ankle] than to sprain it. The sprain will linger on 
longer. It’ll be like a bite that’ll last 30 seconds then it’ll go away. That’s 
what I heard. I haven’t had one yet, but fingers crossed I won’t get one.” 

Batherson admitted it could take some time for him to get back to game 
speed when he does make his return to the lineup. 

“The passing and the timing will take some time,” he said. “You can train 
all summer and come into camp and you’re still not in game shape. It’s 

tough to say until I get out there, but I think for being out for two months 
I’m feeling pretty good right now.” 

Batherson is playing in his second NHL season and was named to his 
first All-Star team in January. However, the injury forced him to miss the 
showcase game. 

“It was tough. I was looking forward to it. I had some family ready to go,” 
Batherson said. “My dad got a fresh haircut and everything. He was 
ready to rock. I think he was more excited than I was. Disappointing for 
sure, but hopefully I’ll be able to go to one again one day.” 

Tkachuk replaced his injured linemate at the game and returned to 
Ottawa with an All-Star jersey for Batherson. 

“It was special. It’s nice that the boys gave me that after the game,” he 
said. “I had no idea it was coming. Obviously, it was cool to be picked. 
Brady did a great job of representing us at the game. I was lucky enough 
to get a jersey. Got it hanging up at home. It’s a nice touch for sure.” 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline 2022: The players who could be 
moved with less than a week to go 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The trade market has been mostly quiet with less than a week left before 
the 3 p.m. ET March 21 deadline, but perhaps a Monday evening trade 
could get things moving. 

The Colorado Avalanche dealt with an injury to Samuel Girard and added 
grit to their blue line by acquiring physical defenseman Josh Manson 
from the Anaheim Ducks for Boston College defenseman Drew Helleson 
and a 2023 second-round pick. 

Looking ahead, the Toronto Maple Leafs, Washington Capitals and 
Edmonton Oilers could seek goaltending help, but the top netminder has 
a big say in whether he's moved. Also, some key trade targets have been 
injured. 

The Montreal Canadiens, Seattle Kraken, Philadelphia Flyers, Chicago 
Blackhawks, Detroit Red Wings and Arizona Coyotes are expected to 
provide the players who'll be dealt for draft picks and prospects.  

Here are some who could be moved before the deadline: 

F Claude Giroux, Flyers 

The longtime Flyers captain is the team's best player on an expiring 
contact, but he would have to waive his full no-trade clause. The All-Star, 
who called this season "probably the worst year since I'm here," would 
beef up a team's top six, playing at center or on the wing. The Flyers 
probably will have to retain part of his $8.275 million cap hit to make a 
deal work. He'll hit 1,000 career games, all with the Flyers, on Thursday 
and be honored with a pregame ceremony. 

STAY UP-TO-DATE:Sign up for our Sports newsletter to get news 
delivered daily to your inbox 

"Obviously, there's still some meetings and some things to talk about with 
the management and see what the game plan is, not just for this year, 
but for the future," Giroux said Sunday after the Flyers lost for the 24th 
time in their last 29 games. 

D Ben Chiarot, Canadiens 

The Canadiens already moved forward Tyler Toffoli. Chiarot, a pending 
unrestricted free agent with a modified trade clause (he can submit a list 
of 10 teams), is 6-3, 225 pounds, kills penalties and plays more than 23 
minutes a game. He'll draw plenty of interest. 

D Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 
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He could bring a strong return, especially since he's signed through 
2024-25 at a $4.6 million cap hit, which could speed up the Coyotes' 
rebuild. But the price could be too high, and he left Saturday's game with 
a lower-body injury that Arizona says will keep him out two to four weeks. 

F Tomas Hertl, Sharks 

He'll be heavily pursued as a rental if the Sharks decide they won't be 
able to re-sign him. Hertl's modified no-trade clause allows him to submit 
a three-team list of places he'd be willing to go. 

G Marc-Andre Fleury, Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks have made clear that it's up to Fleury to decide whether 
he wants to be moved to a contender. If he does, a team will get a 
goaltender who has three Stanley Cup rings and has gone to two other 
finals. He won a Vezina Trophy last season with the Vegas Golden 
Knights before being traded to Chicago in the offseason. He can submit a 
10-team list. Forward Dominik Kubalik and defenseman Calvin de Haan 
could also draw interest. 

D Mark Giordano, Kraken 

The Kraken captain offers a good mix of skill and leadership. He's 38, but 
he won a Norris Trophy three seasons ago. 

D John Klingberg, Stars 

He's a pending UFA, but the Stars are in the thick of the playoff hunt. It 
would make sense to hang onto him, especially with Miro Heiskanen out 
indefinitely with mononucleosis. Klingberg doesn't have a no-trade 
clause. 

Anaheim Ducks free agents 

New GM Pat Verbeek said he has been working to re-sign his pending 
UFAs and might need to trade them if he can't. "I would be worried to let 
one walk out the door and not getting anything in return," he said. "I 
would not be doing my job well if I let that happen." He did that by moving 
Manson. The group also includes forward Rickard Rakell, who would 
provide secondary scoring, and defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

Winnipeg Jets free agents 

The Jets, currently four points out of a playoff spot, could shop Andrew 
Copp and Paul Stastny if they decide they won't make the postseason. 
Copp, a two-way forward, would draw the most interest, but he left 
Sunday's game after a big collision.  

F Phil Kessel, Coyotes 

He's more a playmaker this season rather than a scorer. The cost to 
acquire the two-time Stanley Cup winner wouldn't be high. Caveat: His 
first child was born this month, and he has a modified no-trade clause. 

F Jake DeBrusk, Boston Bruins 

His agent had asked for a trade and DeBrusk is getting an audition on 
the Bruins' top line. The 25-year-old will be a restricted free agent this 
summer, meaning an acquiring team would have rights to him. 

F Calle Jarnkrok, Kraken 

He'd fit in as a third-line center who could bump up to the second line. He 
has a $2 million cap hit. 

D Nick Leddy, Detroit Red Wings 

He's mobile, can help a team's power play and has 121 games of playoff 
experience, but he has also a minus-31 rating. Fellow pending UFA 
Vladislav Namestnikov, a forward, could also get a look. 
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