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Toronto Maple Leafs beat Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 behind rookie goalie Erik Kallgren 

By Chip Alexander 

No Auston Matthews? No problem for the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Turns out, the Leafs didn’t need the NHL’s top goal scorer to 
beat the Carolina Hurricanes, taking a 3-2 victory behind 
rookie goalie Erik Kallgren, who quickly has Leafs fans 
salivating 

Kallgren blanked the Dallas Stars 4-0 on Tuesday, becoming 
the fourth goalie in Leafs history to have a shutout in his first 
career start. The Swede stopped nearly everything again 
against Carolina (41-14-5), making 35 saves and besting 
Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, who came into the game 
with 30 wins. 

Ilya Mikheyev scored in the first period and Mitch Marner in 
the second for the Leafs (39-17-5), who were outshot and 
out-chanced much of the game but made the most of their 
offensive opportunities at Scotiabank Arena. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear scored for the Canes in the third, 
moving down into the slot for his fourth of the season. But 
the Leafs quickly countered as Ondrej Kase scored off the 
rush for a 3-1 lead. 

Carolina’s Vincent Trocheck scored in the final seconds after 
the Canes pulled Andersen for a sixth attacker. 

“I thought our effort was there the whole game,” Trocheck 
said. “We’ve just got to bear down on our chances.” 

The Canes finished with a 37-21 shooting advantage but was 
0-3 on three power plays that the Leafs easily snuffed out. 
Toronto, aggressive on the penalty kill. allowed five shots 
while getting five shorthanded shots. 

Carolina has not scored a power-play goal in the past four 
games, going 0-10. 

“We’re trying to figure it out right now,” Trocheck said of the 
power play. “It’s a matter of us getting more pucks to the net, 
maybe playing a little bit simpler. But it’s something we really 
need to figure out here shortly before the playoffs start.” 

It was the second return to Toronto this season for 
Andersen, and a second loss in Toronto for the former Leafs 
goaltender. The first came in overtime on Feb. 7, when 

COVID-19 restrictions limited the crowd in Scotiabank Arena 
to 500. Those restrictions now lifted, the crowd was 18,134 
on Thursday. 

Matthews, who has 45 goals, was serving the second game 
of a two-game suspension for a cross-check to the neck of 
Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin. That might have hurt the Leafs on 
the power play -- Toronto was 0-2 -- but not in its overall five-
on-five game as the Leafs forced the Canes into bad 
decisions and costly mistakes. 

“We always play hard, which is good, but we have to 
capitalize on our chances,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “You’re going to make mistakes but I give them credit. 
They capitalized and got the win out of it.” 

Canes defenseman Brady Skjei had the puck with an open 
net and Kallgren without his paddle in the opening moments 
of the game but could not convert. Skjei had another good 
chance to start the second period denied by Kallgren. 

“We just didn’t score,” Brind’Amour said. “The first shift of the 
game we have an empty net. First shift in the second there’s 
an empty net (but) a great save. You have to capitalize on 
those and if you don’t a great team is going to make you pay 
and that’s what happened.” 

The Canes again played without injured defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo, who has practiced and should return in the next 
few games -- possibly Friday against Washington at PNC 
Arena. Defenseman Brendan Smith was back in the lineup 
after missing 10 games when he suffered a fractured skull 
blocking a shot on Feb. 20 at Pittsburgh. 

Canes forward Jordan Martinook left the game in pain 
Thursday after an injury. Brind’Amour did not have an update 
after the game but said, “It didn’t look good.” 

Kallgren, 25, spent last season in the Swedish Hockey 
League and was with the Toronto Marlies in the AHL this 
season before being called up by the Leafs with Jack 
Campbell injured and Petr Mrazek struggling. 

The Canes had last played Sunday, losing at Pittsburgh. 
Another scheduling quirk had a three-day gap between 
games — the Canes host the Capitals on Friday and New 
York Rangers on Sunday. 
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Who says no? Evaluating subscribers’ Hurricanes trade proposals for Jakob Chychrun, 
Mark Giordano and more 

By Sara Civian  

We’ve reached the final days before the NHL’s March 21 
trade deadline, and the takes are flying. 

We’ve already seen a few of the big guns traded in this 
season’s defense-heavy market — Josh Manson and Ben 
Chiarot are no longer possibilities for the Hurricanes. Who 
else is out there, and has the front office’s opinion shifted in 
the past month as the team has been dominating? 

Y’all sent in your best trade proposals, and I recruited Canes 
color commentator Tripp Tracy to help answer the first few. 
As always with him, things got delightfully off track, but 
overall his insight was excellent and much appreciated. 

We don’t have much time to waste; with four days until the 
deadline, some of this could be rendered irrelevant before 
I’m even done writing the post. So read it first, then get some 
of the behind-the-scenes and my full conversation with Tracy 
here. 

(Note: Some questions are edited for clarity and length.) 

Some of you are are VASTLY underestimating what it would 
take to get Jakob Chychrun. Not that I would want this 
necessarily, but who says no to: Martin Necas, Jamieson 
Rees and a second-rounder for Chychrun? — Tyler R. 

Civian: I think you’re right about your first point, Tyler. We 
saw Ben Chiarot go for a first-rounder-plus yesterday, so we 
know the coveted Chychrun will warrant a decent price. But 
while I agree that this is probably an accurate representation 
of the ballpark price, I’d say no if I’m the Canes. It helps that 
Chychrun wouldn’t be a rental, but it’s just too much to give 
up when the Canes might have a window for a few years as 
opposed to going all-in right now. The Martin Necas story 
isn’t over, and despite his slump this season, I’d want to see 
what he does for the rest of the season and the playoffs 
before I ship him off. 

Tracy: I would say a firm no. I think in the past month the 
defense has improved drastically, and I think if anything the 
Canes could bolster their forward group. I thought Rees had 
a really encouraging training camp and preseason before he 
needed surgery. When I look at what he can become, in my 
view, it’s the same type of player that I enjoyed so much for 
many years: Brock McGinn. I hold Necas to such a high 
standard, but I remind myself each and every night when I 
drive home that he’s still very young — 23 years old, a 2017 
pick — and you don’t know about the pressures and how 
that’s affecting your play. Everybody always said that 
contract-year pressure got to Andrei Svechnikov last year. 
You know how close I am to Andrei — did he ever actually 
say that? Not once. But it’s worthy speculation. 

Before we do more of these, we’re talking about prospects, 
which Canes prospects would you consider untouchable at 
the deadline? 

Civian: Seth Jarvis seems untouchable to me. Seems 
someone like Rod Brind’Amour could really work with him 
and develop him into a great player. You don’t want to give 
that up. Jack Drury is almost at that level to me. When I see 
him play at the NHL level, it doesn’t feel like that much of an 
adjustment. I know I’ve never played professional hockey, 
but he sticks out to me as someone who can be called up 
and play in a fourth-line role or whatever you need, and you 
need people like that in your system. 

Ryan Suzuki is an interesting one. He has been sidelined on 
and off with some pretty unfortunate injuries. Maybe a 
change of scenery would help in that situation. I’m not 
married to Rees either. 

Tracy: And when Drury got called up and scored two goals 
dramatically in his debut, he showed he can play the wing. 
Now he’s been properly developing this year because he’s 
going to be a center. I’m biased ’cause his dad was my 
captain in college, but he’s a winner. The one thing I would 
say: I agree with you on Suzuki, but that being said, it’s 
amazing how with prospects you go from being the flavor of 
the month to almost like it’s passed you by. I thought Suzuki 
showed major improvement this preseason. He caught my 
attention. He’s just struggled to stay healthy, but you’re 
gonna at some point. It’s a position of strength, and there’s 
just not enough room for all of these guys. Some of these 
prospects, you’re going to have to think about moving them. 

Carolina sends over Ethan Bear, the 2022 second-round pick 
and the 2023 third. Seattle sends over Giordano at 50 
percent salary retention. Out of every name thrown out there, 
Gio feels like the ultimate RBA guy. — Chris L. 

Civian: Would Ron Francis even trade with the Hurricanes? 

Tracy: There can never be any type of emotion in a trading 
partner. It has to be purely a professional situation. I have 
always believed in the adage “resentment is like putting 
poison down your own throat; the only one it hurts is the one 
who’s drinking it.” That’s where sometimes I think general 
managers try not to get too close to their players. They want 
to create a family-like atmosphere, but in case they have to 
make a really tough decision, you don’t want emotions to 
dictate it. 

I would have said a month ago, truthfully, Mark Giordano — 
right-shot defenseman, plays a hard-nosed game, has gone 
deep into the playoffs but has never won —that’s a huge 
asset to get over the hump. Giordano would have been 
perfect for the Hurricanes. He makes a lot of money, but I 
would have said that’s fine. In the past month, I don’t see 
that anymore. What do you see, though? Ethan Bear played 
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his junior hockey in Seattle. He’s playing very well right now. 
When you assess Ethan Bear, where do you project him to 
be? That’s a big part of this. He’s on his game right now, and 
I’m thrilled for him, but where do you project Ethan Bear? 

Civian: I think it’s tough, and you can see in his underlying 
numbers from Edmonton too, playing with Darnell Nurse or 
Jaccob Slavin elevates you. He’s gotta find a way to be the 
player he can be on any pairing, which is obviously easier 
said than done. He’s (only?) 25, he’s a defenseman, and I 
think he’s going to figure that out and I think Carolina is a 
good team to figure that out on. 

That said, trading him for the right price should be on the 
table. Giordano is not filling a need for the Canes. They 
already have the best penalty kill in the league by a mile, and 
the cap hit would be a nightmare to figure out, even at a 50 
percent deal. 

Brady Skjei, Ryan Suzuki, the 2023 second-round pick and 
the 2022 third for Jakob Chychrun. — Owen B. 

Civian: I love this one for the Canes. If I’m general manager 
Don Waddell, I’m saying yes. The two huge selling points 
here are that Chychrun isn’t a rental and you don’t have to 
give up a first-round pick. It also clears up some cap space 
and avoids a defensive logjam with Skjei on the move. It’ll be 
interesting to see what Chychrun actually goes for with so 
many teams interested. This looks at least somewhat 
realistic, but the Canes still come out as winners in this 
scenario. 

What’s Tony DeAngelo’s status? Might need an offensive D-
man. Bear and a prospect for John Klingberg? — Ryan B. 

Civian: Here’s where the Hurricanes’ perception of need has 
changed the past few weeks. DeAngelo is a possibility to 
play as early as Thursday night in Toronto, per Brind’Amour 
on Thursday morning, and regardless, he’s slated for a 
comeback in the next week or so. As he’s been out for 
almost a month, that’s sort of like adding your own rental to 
the mix — one who happens to have nine goals and 40 
points in 43 games. And on top of that, I honestly don’t love 
Klingberg for the price and for offense. He is touted as an 
offensive player for his playmaking, but he isn’t going to 

score many goals. The Canes have showed over the past 
few weeks they need more goals. 

If I’m the Canes, I say no. 

A third- or fourth-rounder for Justin Braun. If we’re looking for 
depth defense, this seems pretty simple — Ben K. 

Civian: At first, I read this and I’m like, “Sure, why not?” But 
then, like Tracy said, you think about the past month, and 
Jalen Chatfield has established himself as that potential 
defensive depth, Bear is on the upswing and DeAngelo is set 
to return. I don’t think defensive depth is going to push the 
Canes over the edge from making the playoffs to winning the 
Cup. I’ll keep the second-round pick and hope it turns into 
Sebastian Aho again. 

Sixth-round pick for Sebastian Aho (the other one) — Eric V. 

Civian: I said boom boom boom, now let me hear you say … 
(I can’t find the picture of Aho checking Aho (Sweden’s 
version) at the world juniors, but picture that here). 

Whatever it takes to get some or all of Brandon Hagel, Alex 
DeBrincat or Dominik Kubalik from Chicago without giving up 
a roster player. DeBrincat is probably out and, Hagel isn’t the 
biggest guy, so Kubalik and some deep-dish pizza for the 
Canes’ 2022 second-rounder, Josh Leivo and Dominik 
Bokk? — Andrew R. 

Here’s a bold move for secondary scoring that I think Tracy 
would be on board with. But I don’t think Chicago would ever 
agree to this. Bokk is useless as a trade chip at this point, 
and Leivo isn’t enticing enough for this either. I’m saying yes 
if I’m the Canes. I’m saying heck no if I’m Chicago. 

I like where this was going, though, and Kubalik has dropped 
off this season. I’m not an expert on what the Blackhawks 
need other than Jesus, so just thinking from an improved-
package perspective, I’d give them the second-rounder, 
Suzuki or Rees and maybe another pick or Scott Morrow. 

To Carolina: Haydn Fleury. To Seattle: A plate of BBQ. 
#FREEHAYDN — Kaela S. 

At this point I feel like both sides are saying yes. 
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Category 5: Trade deadline, reunions as Hurricanes face Leafs 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes are back in action Thursday after three days 
without a game, the final this season they’ll have that amount 
of downtime. From now until the regular season finale April 
28 at PNC Arena against the Devils, the games will be 
coming from every angle. 

There are plenty of subplots to the game in Toronto. It will be 
the second this season for Carolina in the “Center of the 
Hockey Universe,” but it will be the first with a full building of 
fans. That will make for a special night for a couple of 
Hurricanes. 

And then there’s the trade deadline, which is Monday at 3 
p.m. but already has teams making moves and 
countermoves in preparation for the stretch run and 
postseason. 

There’s plenty to unpack. 

1. When it comes to the Hurricanes and the deadline, the 
main buzz has surrounded Carolina’s defense. The good 
news is it looks like its back to full health. 

Brendan Smith has been cleared to play after suffering a 
broken skull when he was struck by a puck on Feb. 20 at 
Pittsburgh. Smith still hasn’t regained full hearing in his left 
ear, but he said doctors have assured him it will gradually 
return and won’t require surgery. He compared it to not being 
able to pop your ear at high altitudes. 

I wouldn’t expect Smith to look any different out there despite 
the scary injury. 

“I only know one way to play,” Smith said. “My wife had some 
conversations with me about that, but I’ll be out there 
blocking shots and stuff. Nothing’s going to change. My 
game doesn’t change.” 

One change will be a bit of extra protection to guard the spot 
where he fractured his skull. 

More than anything, I’m happy to see him up, about and 
returning to action. The media doesn’t get much one-on-one 
time with players these days because of the closed locker 
room, but Smith has proven himself to be one of the good 
guys during his brief time in Raleigh and you can’t help but 
root for guys like that. 

2. And then there’s Tony DeAngelo, who will be a game-time 
decision after suffering an oblique injury in Philadelphia the 
day after Smith’s scary injury. 

The Hurricanes went 6-2-1 in the nine full games DeAngelo 
missed, averaging 2.44 goals per game and going 6 for 25 

(24.0%) on the power play in his absence. The power play 
remained nearly as effective, but the overall goal production 
dropped nearly a goal with DeAngelo out of the lineup. 

That’s not a surprise — eight of DeAngelo’s nine goals have 
come at even strength, and he has one more assist (16) on 
even terms than on the PP (15). 

So perhaps getting back an offensive threat like DeAngelo 
and a gritty defender like Smith — the two blue line attributes 
that have been most mentioned when it comes to the 
Hurricanes and the deadline — means Carolina won’t dip its 
toe into the trade market. 

“I think it’ll start heating up more and more the next few days, 
but I don’t see us doing too much stuff, so I’m not too 
concerned,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. 

3. One person who is happy with the defense? Tim Gleason. 
The first-year assistant managed his group through the 
injuries and maintained the league’s best penalty kill. He’s 
satisfied with who he has on hand. 

“We have no question marks on our D corps, and our depth 
is pretty solid,” Gleason said, specifically pointing to the 
positive play of Jalen Chatfield during the injuries. 

Gleason, however, is still aware of how quickly things can 
change at the deadline. 

“If there’s something out there that helps, that’s something 
that the people upstairs can take care of,” he added. 

Gleason was a notoriously tough defenseman during his 
playing days, but he’s soft-spoken with both the media and 
his players. That doesn’t mean his players are unaware of 
what he’s capable of. 

“Maybe it’ll come out, but I hope not,” defenseman Brady 
Skjei said Wednesday. “I’ve seen some highlights, and I 
don’t know if you want to see that.” 

Jordan Staal, who also played with Gleason, referred to him 
as “The Bear” when reminiscing about his former teammate. 

“The guys smell his competitive drive right away, and it’s 
contagious,” Staal said. “He’s another guy that’s always 
willing to give whatever he can no matter what it is to the 
group, and I think that’s why the guys, especially the D corps 
back there, love him.” 

Brind’Amour agreed that Gleason the coach is different than 
Gleason the player. 

“He’s actually pretty low-key and very quiet,” Brind’Amour 
said while breaking into a big smile. “He gets fired when he’s 
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doing his teaching addresses the team, the defense 
especially, but not to the level of how he played. 

“It’s a good thing,” he added with a smirk. 

4. Reunion No. 1 on Thursday will be Frederik Andersen 
making his second start in Toronto since leaving the Maple 
Leafs. The first was played in a mostly empty building, so 
this one will be different. 

“I feel like they appreciated the time I was here for,” 
Andersen said of the fans after Thursday’s morning skate, 
“and we’ll see what happens when the whole rink is filled up. 
I’m just excited to be back playing.” 

While Andersen keeps everything pretty close to the vest, it’s 
not hard to imagine he’ll be ready to go against his former 
team. 

“He won’t tell you guys, but I think he’s gonna want to play 
one of his best games here and we’re gonna play for him,” 
Skjei said. “It’s just another game, but obviously it means a 
little more for him and we all know that going into it.” 

One wonders if the Toronto faithful will have a “don’t know 
what you’ve got until it’s gone” moment with Andersen since 
the Leafs goaltending has been in shambles since the 
calendar flipped to 2022. 

Jack Campbell struggled and then got hurt, and former 
Hurricanes goalie Petr Mrazek has cratered with an .852 
save percentage and 4.85 goals-against average in four 
March appearances. 

Enter 25-year-old Swede Erik Kallgren, who will make his 
second career NHL start after posting a 35-save shutout over 
Dallas on Tuesday. Kallgren was a seventh-round pick of 
Arizona in 2015, taken 183rd overall. 

That leads us to our final note… 

5. Drafted three picks after Kallgren? Steven Lorentz, who 
will play in his 100th career NHL game Thursday and do so 
in front of a full Toronto crowd for the first time. That will 
include his parents, girlfriend and about 50 friends. 

“I grew up coming to these games and, obviously, since I 
was a little guy I was a Leafs fan,” Lorentz said Thursday. “I 
think the coolest thing may be just to be able to know that my 
dad’s up there. He kind of showed me the ropes, turned me 
into a Leafs fan at a young age, and just being able to know 

that he’s here watching me, as proud as ever, is probably 
one of the coolest things.” 

Lorentz grew up in Waterloo, about 90 minutes west from 
Toronto, and played for the Waterloo Wolves before 
spending his entire OHL career with the Peterborough Petes, 
90 minutes in the other direction from Scotiabank Arena. 

He said he’s converted some of his friends into Hurricanes 
fans but there are also could be some Wolves and Petes 
sweaters cheering him on in the stands. Back home, things 
are still Toronto blue. 

“I haven’t really changed my childhood bedroom a whole lot,” 
Lorentz said. “There’s still a big Leafs — you know, my mom 
painted the rink on the wall, and I’ve got posters and stuff 
everywhere. … The room hasn’t changed much, and I still 
have that little kid inside of me that still just loves playing. 

“I hope we don’t hear the goal horn too many times tonight, 
but once upon a time I was a pretty happy kid every time I 
went off.” 

The goal horn will have to be replaced with pockets of cheers 
if Lorentz scores tonight, and the 25-year-old has had his 
share of success in games against Toronto. 

He played earlier this season in the mostly empty Feb. 7 
game, registering an assist, and he also scored against the 
Leafs at PNC Arena on Oct. 25. That goal was the eventual 
game-winner in a 4-1 win. 

He’s also scored professionally in Toronto. His only playoff 
goal in the Charlotte Checkers’ run to the Calder Cup in 2019 
came In Game 5 of the Eastern Conference Finals against 
the Toronto Marlies. Lorentz scored the winning goal 18 
seconds into the second period, redirecting a Stelio Mattheos 
shot to break a 1-1 tie in a 4-1 win. The Checkers closed out 
the series in Game 6 —Lorentz had an assist and had points 
in all three games he played in that series — before beating 
Carolina’s current AHL affiliate, the Chicago Wolves, in five 
games to win the Calder Cup. 

For those keeping score, Lorentz has four goals, three 
assists and seven points in nine career professional games 
against Toronto teams, including points in both his NHL 
games against the Leafs. 

Set your FanDuel lineups appropriately. 
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Mistakes, misfires cost Hurricanes in loss at Toronto 

By Cory Lavalette  

Hockey is, above all else, a game of mistakes. The Carolina 
Hurricanes were reminded of that Thursday in Toronto. 

“You hit the nail on the head. Not much more to say about it,” 
Vincent Trocheck said when asked if Carolina’s 3-2 loss to 
the Maple Leafs was a case of the Hurricanes’ few miscues 
winding up in their net. 

The Hurricanes also struggled to finish their chances. Some 
of that was Erik Kallgren, winning his second game in net in 
as many NHL starts and slowly becoming the Maple Leafs’ 
goalie savior. 

But most of it was Carolina’s inability to score. 

The chances came early — a Brady Skjei opportunity in front 
that rolled away from him — and often for the Hurricanes. 
Skjei had a near-mirror chance to start the second period, 
and captain Jordan Staal loudly rang the post near the 
game’s midway point. 

“We’ve got to capitalize on our chances, which we didn’t,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “and then it 
magnifies mistakes you make.” 

Those mistakes proved to be enough for Toronto, which was 
outshot three-to-one in the first 15 minutes of the game but 
got on the scoreboard first and never looked back. 

The Maple Leafs came in on the rush after Carolina lost the 
puck in the offensive zone, and Ilya Mikheyev flipped a 
backhand at the net that caught Frederik Andersen (18 
saves) leaning the other way for his 12th goal of the season 
at 15:48 of the opening period. 

The Leafs doubled their lead in the second period when John 
Tavares chipped a puck past Carolina defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, springing Mitch Marner for a scoring chance. Marner 
came up the wing and shot far side under Andersen’s 
blocker at 4:39 of the second period to extend the Maple 
Leafs’ lead to 2-0. 

The Hurricanes didn’t dent Kallgren (35 saves) until 4:09 into 
the third period when defenseman Ethan Bear jumped into 
the slot and one-timed a blocked Jesper Fast shot to halve 
Toronto’s lead. 

“We always want to be in front of our guys and let our 
offense come from solid defense,” said Bear, whose goal 

was his fourth of the season and second in four games. “I 
think (the defensemen are) all pretty good players … but as 
soon as we take care of our own end and defense first, we 
will get those opportunities.” 

Any momentum Carolina could have built from Bear’s goal 
was extinguished when Andrei Svechnikov was penalized for 
high sticking in the offensive zone on the following shift. 
While the Hurricanes’ top-ranked penalty kill stopped 
Toronto’s No. 1 power play, another mistake wound up in 
Carolina’s net. 

Defenseman Ian Cole’s pass from the Carolina end was 
stolen, and when Cole tried to minimize his mistake by 
pressuring Alex Kerfoot just outside the Hurricanes zone, the 
Leafs came in on a 2-on-1. Alex Nylander’s saucer pass was 
on the mark and converted by Ondrej Kase to restore 
Toronto’s two-goal lead with just under 13 minutes left in the 
game. 

A Hurricanes power play near the midway point of the third 
period came up empty, completing an 0-for-3 night. 

“I think it’s a matter of us just getting more pucks to the net 
and maybe playing a little bit simpler,” Trocheck said of the 
power play, which has now gone four games without a goal. 
“It’s something that we really need to figure out here shortly 
before the playoffs start.” 

The Hurricanes pulled Andersen with about three minutes 
remaining and did score at 6-on-5, but Trocheck’s goal came 
with just under four seconds left in the game and served as 
nothing more than window dressing in the team’s second 
straight loss. 

“We just didn’t score,” Brind’Amour said. “If you score, I 
mean, the first shift of the game we have an empty net, first 
shift in a second there’s an empty net — great save. It’s just 
we’ve got to capitalize on those. If you don’t, a good team is 
going to make you pay. And that’s what happened. 

Notes: Jordan Martinook left the game in the third period 
after an awkward fall in the corner. Brind’Amour didn’t have 
an update but said “it didn’t look good.” … Sebastian Aho 
had just one shot attempt and no shots on goal, and his five-
game point and three-game goal streaks were snapped. … 
The Hurricanes were called for just one penalty and have 
now had three or fewer penalties in each of their last five 
games. 
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Recap: Canes Come Up Short In Toronto, 3-2 

By Walt Ruff  

TORONTO, ON. - The Carolina Hurricanes came up short 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs Thursday night, falling by a 
score of 3-2.  

The Rundown: 

Carolina came out of the gate with a strong start, putting an 
immense amount of pressure on the Leafs and rookie 
netminder Erik Källgren in the opening ten minutes. Holding 
Toronto to just one shot during that stretch of time, the 
Canes had a few glaring opportunities to get the game's first 
goal, however they were kept out of the back of the net. 

As the visiting side's control continued into the later stages of 
the opening frame, it was eventually the hosting Leafs that 
would take the first lead of the night. Going against the grain 
of how the moments leading up to the marker transpired, a 
streaking Ilya Mikheyev snuck one behind Frederik Andersen 
while rushing toward the net, making it 1-0. 

The goal served as a pivotal turning point in the affair, putting 
an end to Carolina's momentum with 4:12 remaining in the 
opening frame. 

Carrying that same score into the second period, Mitch 
Marner was then able to double Toronto's lead to a pair just 
4:39 into the middle portion of the affair. A complete night-
and-day switch from the opening stages of the contest, 
Carolina then had to chase the game, all the way into the 
third period. 

Although it would not last long, the Canes were able to make 
it a one-goal game once again to start the final frame of 
regulation, as Ethan Bear notched his second goal in four 
games. 

The 2-1 score held in place for all of 3:11, before Toronto 
cashed in on a costly turnover. Attempting to break out of 
their own end, a failed pass by a Canes defenseman 
resulted in a two-on-one for the Maple Leafs, where Ondrej 
Kase put his team back ahead by two. 

That was all the insurance the home team needed, as 
Carolina's push was not enough to come back from that. 
Vincent Trocheck was able to strike with the extra attacker 
on with 3.6 seconds remaining, but that would be the last 
action in the game's 3-2 final score. 

They Said It: 

Vincent Trocheck after saying that he felt the difference in 
tonight's game was just some of the mistakes that the team 
made: 

"I think there's a lot of similarities in the way that both teams 
play. Systems are very similar, both teams played hard. I 
think it was just a matter of those mistakes on very simple 
plays that we know and practice all the time." 

  

Ethan Bear on what he would like to see different on the 
power play, which went 0/3 tonight: 

"I think we need to get more shots and be more tenacious 
around the net. That's really it. We need to get more shots 
and create those hard battles in front. We have an extra guy 
out there. We just have to work a little harder than them.” 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing his assessment on the evening: 

"We have to capitalize on our chances, which we didn't, and 
then it magnifies the mistakes you make, right? You're going 
to make mistakes. Give them credit, they capitalized and 
they got the win out of it." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly home immediately post-game and will play 
right again tomorrow night against the Washington Capitals. 
Washington was in Columbus tonight, routing the Blue 
Jackets 7-2. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Brendan Smith returned for the Canes in the 
contest, his first action since suffering a fracture in 
his skull on February 20. 

 Tony DeAngelo was a game-time decision but did 
not play. He could make his return from a core 
injury tomorrow against the Capitals or Sunday 
against the Rangers. 

 Andersen finished 18/21 in net. Källgren stopped 
35/37 for Toronto. 

 Jordan Martinook left the game with an injury in the 
third period. Post-game Brind'Amour said that he 
did not have an update. 

 Toronto takes the season series, 2-0-1. Carolina 
finishes 1-1-1. 

 The Canes move to 41-14-5 with the defeat, still 
first in the Metropolitan Division. 
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Kallgren makes 34 saves, Maple Leafs defeat Hurricanes 

By Dave McCarthy  

TORONTO -- Erik Kallgren made 34 saves in his second 
straight start, and the Toronto Maple Leafs defeated the 
Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 at Scotiabank Arena on Thursday. 

Kallgren made 35 saves in his first NHL start, a 4-0 win 
against the Dallas Stars on Tuesday. 

"That we won the game (was the best part)," Kallgren said. 

"I think a little bit more bad rebounds today, but other than 
that, pretty similar (to Tuesday)." 

Ilya Mikheyev, Mitchell Marner and Ondrej Kase scored for 
the Maple Leafs (39-17-5), who are 4-1-1 in their past six 
games. 

"I know last game [Kallgren] had a shutout, but I think like 
this game he played unbelievable," Kase said. "I think this 
game was so much harder for him. 

"It was physical. Carolina is a great team, and there's not so 
much space on the ice." 

Ethan Bear and Vincent Trocheck scored, and Frederik 
Andersen made 18 saves for the Hurricanes (41-14-5), who 
have lost two in a row after winning four straight. 

"I thought we played hard. We always play hard, which is 
good, but we have to capitalize on our chances, which we 
didn't, and that magnifies the mistakes you make," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You're going to make 
mistakes, but give them credit, they capitalized and obviously 
got the win out of it." 

Mikheyev put Toronto ahead 1-0 at 15:48 of the first period 
when he caught Andersen leaning and scored from a sharp 
angle with a backhand on a rush. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Maple Leafs 14-6 in the first 
period. 

"That [stinks], obviously. Toronto is a good team, and 
obviously they have a lot of skill and they're a fast team, so 
when you get behind, it's tough to claw out of these games," 
Bear said. "It's just tough. You always want to get that first 
goal." 

Kallgren kept Toronto ahead when made a sprawling left pad 
save on Brady Skjei 20 seconds into the second period. 

"It was a situation in front of the net and he was kind of all by 
himself, so I just tried to stick my left pad out there and I got 
lucky and saved it," Kallgren said. 

Marner then made it 2-0 at 4:39 when he cut in down the 
right wing and shot under Andersen's right pad on a 2-on-1. 

"There was that one big chance in the second where he 
kicked his leg out. Those are game-changing or saving type 
of saves," Keefe said. "They make a major difference where 
they allow our team to find themselves and get going, so 
[Kallgren] was terrific." 

Bear cut it to 2-1 at 4:09 of the third period. Jesper Fast's 
initial shot was blocked by Ilya Lyubushkin, but Bear got to 
the loose puck and quickly shot five-hole on Kallgren. 

The goal ended Kallgren's shutout streak at 104:09. 

"It's been one of the most eventful weeks of my life so, 
there's been a lot going on," said Kallgren, who was recalled 
from Toronto of the American Hockey League on March. 10. 
"It's surreal, but I'm just trying to enjoy it." 

Kase responded for the Maple Leafs to make it 3-1 at 7:20, 
converting a one-timer off a saucer pass from William 
Nylander on a 2-on-1. 

"[Nylander] is a super skilled guy, so I was actually ready for 
it, like he would pass it," Kase said. 

Trocheck put in a loose puck at the side of the net with 3.6 
seconds remaining for the 3-2 final. 

"I think there's a lot of similarities in the way these two teams 
play," Trocheck said. "Our systems are very similar, both 
(teams) played really hard. I think it was a matter of those 
couple mistakes on very simple plays we know and practice 
all the time, just executing those." 

The Maple Leafs played without center Auston Matthews, 
who was serving the second of a two-game suspension for 
cross-checking Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin 
at the 2022 Tim Hortons NHL Heritage Classic. 

NOTES: Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith returned to 
the lineup after missing 10 games because of a fracture in 
his skull. He had three hits and two blocks in 12:28 of ice 
time. … Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook left the game 
in the third period because of an undisclosed injury. 
Brind'Amour did not have an update on his status after the 
game. 
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Kallgren makes 34 saves, Maple Leafs beat Hurricanes 3-2 

TORONTO (AP) — Erik Kallgren made 35 saves and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs beat the Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 on 
Thursday night for the rookie goalie’s second straight victory. 

“It’s surreal,” he said. “But I just try to enjoy it.” 

Mitch Marner, Ilya Mikheyev and Ondrej Kase scored for 
Toronto. The Maple Leafs were again without NHL goals 
leader Auston Matthews as he served the second of a two-
game suspension. 

Ethan Bear and Vincent Trocheck scored for Carolina, and 
Frederik Andersen stopped 18 shots. 

“We have to capitalize on our chances, which we didn’t, and 
then it magnifies the mistakes you make,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “You’re going to make mistakes ... 
they capitalized and they got the win.” 

The Maple Leafs sported their green and white Toronto St. 
Pats jerseys — a nod to the franchise’s moniker from 1919 
through 1927 — on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Called up from the minors last week with No. 1 netminder 
Jack Campbell out because of a rib injury, Kallgren got his 
second NHL start in place of the scuffling Petr Mrazek after 
shutting out the Dallas Stars 4-0 on Tuesday night. 

“You would think it would be natural for him to get caught up 
in it and really excited. ... I’m not sure if I’ve seen him smile 

yet,” Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “That just 
speaks to his demeanor. I think all of that plays into how this 
has gone for him. He’s not getting eaten up by the moment 
and the opportunity.” 

All the 25-year-old Swede’s done in his short time on the job 
is steady a Toronto crease that had been a major issue since 
Jan. 1 as the Maple Leafs put in their second consecutive 
solid defensive effort. Kallgren made 35 saves Tuesday to 
become fourth goalie in franchise history to have a shutout in 
his first NHL start. 

Bear ended Kallgren’s regulation shutout streak at 132 
minutes, 12 seconds on a shot through the five-hole that cut 
Toronto’s lead to 2-1 at 4:09 of the third. 

Kase restored Toronto’s two-goal lead with his third goal in 
three games at 7:20 when he took a sweet saucer pass from 
William Nylander to bury his 14th. 

Andersen played five seasons with the Maple Leafs before 
departing for Carolina via free agency in July. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Washington on Friday night. 

Maple Leafs: At Nashville on Saturday night. 

 

 

Capitals visit the Hurricanes after Mantha’s 2-goal game 

Washington Capitals (34-18-10, fourth in the Metropolitan) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (41-14-5, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -153, Capitals 
+130; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host Washington 
after Anthony Mantha scored two goals in the Capitals’ 7-2 
win over the Blue Jackets. 

The Hurricanes have gone 11-6-0 against division 
opponents. Carolina ranks third in the Eastern Conference 
averaging 5.8 assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 
0.7. 

The Capitals are 12-5-1 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Washington ranks 10th in the NHL averaging 
3.3 goals per game, led by Alex Ovechkin with 38. 

In their last meeting on March 3, Washington won 4-0. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 34 assists and has 61 points this season. Teuvo 
Teravainen has three goals and four assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov leads the Capitals with 40 total assists 
and has 60 points. Ovechkin has seven goals and five 
assists over the last 10 games for Washington. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.4 goals, 
3.9 assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.9 goals per game with a .933 save percentage. 

Capitals: 6-3-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 5.5 assists, 3.5 
penalties and 7.3 penalty minutes while allowing 2.8 goals 
per game with a .910 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Seth Jarvis: day to day (hip), 
Brendan Smith: out (upper-body), Tony DeAngelo: out 
(midsection). 

Capitals: Lars Eller: out (covid-19). 
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Frederik Andersen ‘enjoying playing again’ after rough ending in Toronto 

By Luke Fox  

TORONTO – Toronto Maple Leafs fans didn’t have to watch 
Amazon Prime's "All or Nothing" documentary to understand 
that Frederik Andersen's final days with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs were, at best, strained. 

And they won’t have to squint too hard, reading between the 
lines, as the Carolina Hurricanes’ new star responded 
Thursday to a question about life as the No. 1 goalie in the 
market most magnified. 

“I dealt with a lot of different things that you don’t see,” 
Andersen said of his five years a Leaf. “Definitely before the 
pandemic was a fun time for me, and I think the world 
changed quite drastically, and it was never the same. 

“Definitely enjoyed the first few years I was here.” 

How about his relationship with the passionate and routinely 
disappointed fan base? 

“When things are going well, they want you to cheer for you. 
They want you to do well, to play well for the city,” Andersen 
said. “I guess different fan bases express that differently.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour chimed in, surmising 
what it must be like, patrolling the sport’s most important 
position in a market where hockey reigns, compared to one 
where hockey is ecstatic to make front page. 

“There's a huge difference, obviously, playing here with the 
attention on every little detail. Especially for a goalie. Our 
goalie might give up a bad one, but we don't talk about, you 
don't hear about it. We talk about the 10 great saves he 
made,” Brind’Amour explained. “In a bigger market like this, 
you guys scrutinize that one and forget about the 10 saves 
beforehand. Over time, maybe that wears on you a little bit. 

“You get probably overcooked when you’re just playing OK. 
And you probably get thrown to the wolves a little bit when 
things are not as bad as they are.” 

Andersen knows well the growling snarl that has greeted 
Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek of late. 

Amidst the Leafs’ 5-2 loss at Sunday’s Heritage Classic, for 
example, one Leafs fan held up a homemade sign reading: “I 
MISS FREDDY.” If Mrazek had been glancing at the big 
screen at the right moment, he would’ve seen that. 

Like the ex who hit the gym, cut out the midnight snacks and 
is now flexing on Instagram, Andersen returns to Toronto 
looking worlds better than when he divorced Leafs Nation as 
a backup with a banged-up knee. 

“Freddy’s so calm. He's so good. He's so big in the net. His 
presence is there,” raved Carolina forward Steven Lorentz. 

“There are times where I've messed up and the puck is going 
the other way, and I know that Freddy’s got my back. It gives 

you a whole lot of confidence. When a guy bails you out like 
that, it just makes you wanna play that much harder.” 

Andersen’s replacement, Mrazek, is scuffling along with .884 
save percentage. The Maple Leafs have lost so much faith in 
the veteran’s ability to stop the puck, they’re not giving him 
the start Thursday against his former club. 

Even though Campbell, who snagged Andersen’s No. 1 
status right around this time a year ago, is sidelined with a rib 
injury. 

Even though Mrazek defeated Andersen 4-3 in overtime on 
Feb. 7, the goalies’ first head-to-head clash since the 
summertime switcheroo. 

And even though the Maple Leafs’ current best option, Erik 
Källgren, has all of 90 minutes’ experience on his NHL 
resume. 

There is a massive gap between level of comfort and 
certainty these two contenders have in their crease right 
now. (In his most recent ranking of the NHL’s goalie 
tandems, Mike McKenna slots Carolina No. 1 and knocks 
Toronto all the way down to No. 29.) 

The Hurricanes roll into town with the league’s stingiest 
goals-against average (2.36) and will start a likely Vezina 
candidate with the best GAA (2.06) and second-best save 
percentage (.929) among all NHL netminders. 

Asked how Andersen has fit in since leaving Toronto for 
Carolina in the off-season, Brind’Amour replied with one 
word: “Perfectly.” 

Andersen, 32, attributes his bounce back to three things: his 
devotion to getting healthy over the summer, playing behind 
good players and the sturdy team-first culture in Raleigh. 

“Just really enjoying playing again,” Andersen said. 

“We have a really good D corps. So many players I’ve been 
really impressed with seeing up close. The whole team, the 
buy-in from everyone is huge. It helps knowing where 
everyone is going to be and knowing we can trust each other 
out there.” 

Andersen highlights Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo, in 
particular, as defenders that he didn’t know a tonne about 
before he signed but have opened his eyes with their skill 
and commitment. 

“(DeAngelo) is the guy I enjoy hanging out with at the rink a 
lot, and he's an incredible guy. Great to have on the ice, too,” 
Andersen said. 

“There’s a lot of good players in the league, but until you see 
them up close and get to know them, that’s when you can 
get your own impression.” 
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What’s different about Andersen’s second return to 
Scotiabank Arena is that this time the barn will be full — and 
fuelled by green beer. 

Asked how he imagines his reception on St. Patrick’s Day, 
Andersen paused a beat. 

“We’ll see. I got a nice little tribute last time from the fans that 
were here (in February),” Andersen says. 

“I feel like they appreciated the time I was here for, and we’ll 
see what happens when the whole rink is filled up. I’m just 
excited to be back playing.” 

 

 

 

Canes’ luck nowhere to be found in St. Patrick’s Day loss 

By Ryan Henkel  

Luck was not on the Carolina Hurricanes’ side this St. 
Patrick’s Day as despite outshooting the Toronto Maple 
Leafs 36-21, they lost by a final score of 3-2. 

Without their Hart Trophy hopeful superstar, Auston 
Matthews, and with a rookie goaltender starting in just his 
second ever game, the Maple Leafs shouldn’t have been too 
difficult an opponent. However, the Canes struggled to finish 
their chances and saw nearly all of their mistakes wind up in 
the back of their own net. 

To start the game, it was all Carolina. 

The Hurricanes dominated in both shots and possession, 
with a few close calls, but nothing was going in early. 

However, it looked like the Canes were really starting to build 
their game, rolling all four lines, piling up chances and 
leaving the Leafs with seemingly no answer, but then out of 
nowhere, they were down. 

Ilya Mikheyev came in on a rush down the far-side of the 
right circle and threw a bad-angle backhander on net which 
somehow beat Frederik Andersen. 

So now, Carolina was chasing the game they were once 
building up. 

And that’s when things started to go downhill and the 
momentum began to shift. 

Early in the second period, the Leafs capitalized on another 
miscue. 

On a set play that started from behind the net, Mitch Marner 
received a pass at the attacking blueline after Jaccob Slavin 
whiffed on the stretch pass, which sprung a 2-on-1 for the 
Leafs. Marner elected to keep the puck and sniped it past 
Andersen. 

The Canes were getting shots and pressure on the Leafs 
rookie netminder, Erik Kallgren, who was leaving rebounds 
to be had, but Carolina was just getting nothing to go as they 
struggled to get into the middle of the ice. 

That was until the third period, when the Canes third line – 
by far its best line of the night – got the puck moving and 
when Jesper Fast’s shot was blocked in front, Ethan Bear 
activated down and blasted the loose puck home. 

However, soon after that, the Leafs would restore their two-
goal lead after a brutal sequence by Ian Cole led Toronto to 
another 2-on-1 which Ondrej Kase buried from the pass 
across by William Nylander. 

And when Carolina got a power play soon after that — a 
chance to get right back into the game — they looked lost 
and despondent. The power play was poor all night and 
hadn’t looked great for a few games now. 

With Tony DeAngelo close to returning, it can’t come soon 
enough to give the Canes a much needed offensive boost. 

Vincent Trocheck would get a goal with three seconds left in 
the game to cut the lead, but it was a classic case of too 
little, too late. 

The Hurricanes will have a quick turn around time as they 
head back home to Raleigh to host the Washington Capitals 
Friday night at PNC Arena. 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Bear on loss in Toronto 
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By Ryan Henkel and Alec Sawyer 

It was a second straight loss for the Carolina Hurricanes 
Thursday night in Toronto, as the Canes fell 3-2 to the Maple 
Leafs.  

The Hurricanes went down 2-0 in the game, as Ilya Mikheyev 
opened the scoring in the first period and Mitch Marner 
doubled the home team’s lead in the second. Ethan Bear got 
one back for the Canes in the third, but Ondrej Kase made it 
a two-goal game once again just over three minutes later. 
Vincent Trocheck added another for the Canes with 
Carolina’s net empty, though it was too little, too late.  

Following the loss, Hurricanes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour,  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if the game was nearly all of their own mistakes being 
capitalized on: Yep. Pretty much. I thought we played hard. 
Give the guys credit. We always play hard, which is good, 
but we need to capitalize on our chances, which we didn’t. 
That magnifies the mistakes we made. You’re going to make 
mistakes, but give them credit. They capitalized. They 
obviously got the win out of it. 

On what he’d like to see differently on the power play: I’d like 
to see a little better execution with our plan. We got away 
from what we wanted to do. Give them credit. They were 
aggressive and they did what we thought they would do, we 
just didn’t execute it the right way. 

On Tony DeAngelo’s imminent return meaning hard 
decisions are ahead for lineup choices: For sure. It’s tough to 
say anybody played poorly, but we just didn’t score. First 
shift of the game, we had an empty net. First shift of the 
second, empty net. Great saves. But we have to capitalize 
on those, because if you don’t, a good team is going to make 
you pay and that’s what happened. 

On Jordan Martinook’s status: I don’t know. It didn’t look 
good, but I haven’t been back there yet so I don’t know. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On if this game was just a matter of their mistakes ending up 
in their net: Yeah. You hit the nail on the head. There’s not 
much more I can say about it.  

On if there were any other big differences that stuck out: No, 
I think there was a lot of similarities in the way both teams 
played. The systems are similar. We both played very hard. I 
think it was just a matter of those couple mistakes on very 
simple plays that we know and practice all the time.  

On what they need to do better on the power play: I don’t 
know if we even know. I think we’re just trying to figure that 
out right now. I think it’s a matter of us getting more pucks to 
the net and maybe playing a little bit simpler. It’s something 
that we really need to figure out here shortly before the 
playoffs start. 

On the effort and on how they can finish out a game like that: 
I thought our effort was there the whole game. We’ve just got 
to bear down on our chances. I thought we got a lot of 
chances in the first and second that we just didn’t capitalize 
on. It’s just about bearing down. If we score those, it’s a 
different game.  

Ethan Bear 

On dominating the beginning of the game but then giving up 
the first goal: Yeah, that sucks obviously. Toronto is a good 
team. Obviously they have a lot of skill, and they’re a fast 
team. When you get behind, it’s tough to claw out of these 
games. It’s tough. You always want to get that first goal. 

On the mindset of the team: Honestly, we’ve just got to keep 
working and play our game. That’s as simple as it is. We’ve 
just got to keep working and stick to it. We can’t get down on 
ourselves. That’s really it. At the end of the day, we’ve just 
got to keep working.  

On what needs to be done better on the power play: We just 
need to get more shots and be more tenacious in front of the 
net. That’s really it. That’s all I can really think about. We just 
need to get more shots and create those hard battles in front. 
We have an extra guy out there. At the same time, we’ve got 
to work harder than them.  

On emphasizing the defense getting more involved in the 
offensive game: We always want to be in front of our guys 
and let our offense come from solid defense. I think we’re all 
pretty good players to make those reads offensively. As soon 
as we take care of our own end defensively, we’ll get those 
opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes Prospect Report: March 
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By Matthew Somma  

It’s time for my monthly check in with the Hurricanes’ 
pipeline. Instead of focusing on one particular topic, I’m 
going to do my best to touch on all of the storylines, big or 
small, in the Hurricanes’ pipeline at present. Since we’re 
getting into the home stretch of the season for a lot of 
prospects, it’s getting to be playoff time. This is a great time 
of year because we get to follow the top prospects in their 
playoff pushes, see some new faces sign with the team and 
enjoy the successes of our prospects whose seasons will be 
coming to an end shortly. First, let’s start with the Chicago 
Wolves. 

Chicago Wolves 

Sarah Avampato’s weekly piece touched on a lot of what’s 
going on with the Wolves. The biggest news is that Jack 
Drury is out with an injury and, according to the Wolves, 
most of the injured players are week to week. That includes 
Ryan Suzuki as well, who was just starting to round into form 
after missing three months due to injury. The Wolves have a 
number of top players out, which gives players such as 
Jamieson Rees and Stelio Mattheos more of an opportunity 
to play up in the lineup and make an impact. It’s not all doom 
and gloom for the Wolves, though. Joey Keane recently 
returned to the lineup after missing a handful of games due 
to injury, and the Hurricanes announced on Monday that 
Jalen Chatfield was reassigned to the Wolves. The Wolves 
get their top two defensemen back, which should help 
minimize the damage. 

Pyotr Kochetkov has been a great story for the Wolves early 
on, however. Last week, I highlighted his first four starts in a 
post and talked about what he’s doing well and what he 
needs to work on as he continues to develop. He lost his fifth 
start, giving him a 4-0-1 record on the season. Kochetkov’s 
save percentage sits at an impressive .932 through five 
starts. With Alex Lyon back in Chicago, Jack LaFontaine was 
the odd man out this past weekend. The Wolves likely 
wanted to give Lyon a start since he will likely be the Wolves’ 
starter in the playoffs, but it does make things difficult for 
LaFontaine moving forward. That’ll be something to keep an 
eye on as we get closer to the trade deadline. 

Hockey East Awards 

Scott Morrow was named a first team All-Star in Hockey East 
and was also named to the All-Rookie team for his 
performance this season. Morrow has 32 points in 34 games 
as a freshman and is one of the top offensive defensemen in 
the entire NCAA, which is impressive for a kid coming out of 
high school. Morrow is also up for the Rookie of the Year 
award in Hockey East, although I believe that Northeastern 
goalie Devon Levi has that award on lock. Domenick 
Fensore was named a second team all-star in Hockey East 
after posting 31 points in 35 games. The junior defenseman 
had 26 assists on the season and was a big part of Boston 
University’s resurgence in the second half of the season.  

Seasons Wrapping Up 

Speaking of Fensore, his season came to an end this past 
weekend with a loss to UConn. Fensore scored to cut the 
lead in half in the third period, but ultimately, Boston 
University was eliminated. Fensore is a player to watch in the 

coming weeks. He has one more year of eligibility in college, 
but this year, he proved that he was one of the best transition 
defenders and puck movers in college hockey. He isn’t as 
dynamic as Morrow, but Fensore works hard and plays an 
NHL game due to his strong skating and play with the puck. 
It’s my gut feeling that the Hurricanes will let him play out his 
senior year with the Terriers, but it wouldn’t shock me if they 
at least attempt to sign him. The good thing about Fensore 
having a Sept. 7 birthday is that even if they wait until next 
March/April to sign him, he will still be 21 and eligible to sign 
for three years rather than two years. Cade Webber’s season 
also ended with BU’s loss to UConn. Webber is great in his 
own end but I still wish that I could see more from him in 
transition and in the offensive zone. He’s a smart player, but 
I feel that his game is fairly one-dimensional at this point in 
time.  

Kevin Wall’s season ended this past weekend as well. Penn 
State was an up and down team all season long and their 
season ended against Minnesota. Wall set career highs in 
goals, assists and points with 16, 13 and 29, respectively. I 
would imagine that Wall finishes his collegiate career with 
Penn State before the Hurricanes try to sign him, which 
means that he has one more year to go. His junior year was 
full of good moments, especially when you consider his 
production on a team not known for its offensive firepower, 
but there were still some inconsistencies in his defensive 
game that need to be worked out. I like Wall as a player and 
think that his speed and goal scoring could be utilized in the 
NHL, but it’ll take some development. 

Aidan Hreschuk’s freshman year came to a close with 
Boston College’s loss to Northeastern. I felt that Hreschuk 
struggled early on in the year but got better as the season 
went along, eventually cementing his role on the second 
pairing for the Eagles. Hreschuk’s offensive numbers don’t 
pop, but I like his work ethic and physical play. I feel that his 
biggest area of growth this year was in the defensive zone. I 
saw Hreschuk make fewer mistakes and position himself in 
shooting and passing lanes, limiting offensive chances. His 
pesky style of play also lead to some drawn penalties, which 
is nice to see. I’m still not sure of Hreschuk’s potential, but I 
like the pick more now that I’ve watched him play a bit. 

Next week, we’ll see Aleksi Heimisalmi’s, Anttoni Honka’s nd 
Lenni Killinen’s seasons end. Assat (Killinen, Heimosalmi) 
and JYP (Honka) are both firmly out of a playoff spot in 
Finland and both finish their seasons on Tuesday. 
Heimosalmi is currently under contract with the Hurricanes, 
so the team could loan him to Chicago for some extra 
development if they so choose. Honka’s contract with JYP is 
up, and this is the last year he’ll be eligible to sign a three 
year deal instead of a two year deal. I could see the 
Hurricanes signing Honka soon, especially since he has 
proven to be a top scorer at the Liiga level. He leads the 
team with 37 points and is tied for the lead in league scoring 
for defensemen with Vili Saarijarvi. Lenni Killinen isn’t likely 
to be signed by the Hurricanes, in my opinion. He hasn’t 
developed much over the course of four seasons, is injury 
prone and hasn’t made much of an impact at the Liiga level.  

Uncertainty Surrounding Russian Prospects 

With everything going on with the war in Ukraine, fans of 
NHL teams might be wondering how their team can manage 
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to get their Russian prospects over to North America. It’s 
complicated, that’s for sure. From my understanding, the 
KHL will honor all loans, meaning that the Hurricanes can 
recall Vasiliy Ponomaryov once his season ends. It gets 
complicated when it comes to signing KHL players, however. 
From my understanding of Frank Seravalli’s reporting, teams 
will have to provide their most recent records of a KHL 
player’s contract and will have to go through a few more 
hoops in order to sign players. The Hurricanes currently have 
two prospects that, to the best of my knowledge, are on 
expiring KHL deals. Those players are Nikita Guslistov and 
Alexander Pashin.  

Other News and Notes 

 Ronan Seeley recorded his 100th WHL point with 
an assist the other night 

 Tuukka Tieksola has been out with an injury for a 
few weeks and should be close to returning to 
Karpat’s lineup. 

 Justin Robidas was named the QMJHL’s Player of 
the Week with a four point week. 

 Massimo Rizzo was named to the NCHC All-Rookie 
Team 

 

 

 

 

Canes leave Toronto empty-handed, lose 3-2 to Maple Leafs  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes came up short on the road in a 3-2 
loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday, March 17. 

The Canes (41-14-5) laid siege to the Toronto (39-17-5) net 
all evening, outshooting the Maple Leafs in each period and 
36-21 on the night, but a stout Maple Leafs defense and 
some clutch saves by Toronto netminder Erik Källgren kept 
Carolina behind the eight ball for most of the night. 

“I thought our effort was there the whole game,” said center 
Vincent Trocheck. “We just got to bear down on our chances. 
I thought we got a lot of chances in the first and second that 
we just couldn't capitalize on. It's just a matter of bearing 
down on those. If we score those, it’s a different game.” 

Carolina’s power play looked subpar at best, failing to score 
in three chances including two in the first period. Instead of 
converting on either of those early opportunities or on the 
third one midway through the third period, the Canes had to 
claw back into the game without the benefit of a power play 
goal. 

“I'd like to see a little better execution with our plan,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We got away from what we 
were trying to do. Give [Toronto] credit, they were 
aggressive. They did what we thought they would do. We 
just didn't execute the right way.” 

Despite the Hurricanes’ assault on the opening net, 
goaltender Frederik Andersen was the first to give up a goal 
when Ilya Mikheyev opened the scoring late in the first 

period. When Mitchell Marner doubled the Maple Leafs’ 
advantage early in the second period, Carolina had its work 
cut out for it for the latter 35 minutes. 

The Canes finally broke the seal on Toronto’s net when 
defenseman Ethan Bear snuck one past Källgren with just 
under 16 minutes to go. The Maple Leafs reasserted their 
control over the game a few minutes later when Ondřej Kaše 
pulled his team ahead 3-1. Trocheck netted a consolation 
goal with four seconds left to finalize the one-goal loss. 

Even without this recent rut into consideration, the 
Hurricanes will have to make some lineup changes going 
forward. Left wing Jordan Martinook left the game in the third 
period with an apparent injury. During the postgame press 
conference, Brind’Amour said it “didn’t look good.” Center 
Seth Jarvis is available to step into the lineup and produce, 
but Martinook’s leadership as an assistant captain will be 
more difficult to replace. 

The defensive pairings are in a shuffling too. Defenseman 
Brendan Smith made his return to the lineup after suffering a 
skull fracture from a puck off the head on Feb. 20 against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
recently returned to practice after an extended absence due 
to an upper-body he experienced on Feb. 21 against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

Canes fans won’t have to wait long to see how their team’s 
lines will change. Carolina will return to action on Friday, 
March 18 at home against the Washington Capitals. Puck 
drops at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259503164.html 

https://theathletic.com/3186735/2022/03/17/who-says-no-evaluating-subscribers-hurricanes-trade-proposals-for-jakob-chychrun-mark-giordano-
and-more/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/category-5-trade-deadline-reunions-as-hurricanes-face-leafs/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/mistakes-misfires-cost-hurricanes-in-loss-at-toronto/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-come-up-short-in-toronto-three-to-two/c-331944808 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-toronto-maple-leafs-game-recap/c-331896654 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-toronto-canada-a028477299600e7e0c0cef6a19fcf9bd 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-81d8d6fd35344a77a0df8a6909e030f2 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/frederik-andersen-enjoying-playing-again-after-rough-ending-in-toronto/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/17/22977761/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospect-report-march 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/17/22984140/they-said-it-brindamour-trocheck-bear-on-loss-in-toronto-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/17/22984145/carolina-hurricanes-luck-nowhere-to-be-found-in-st-patricks-day-loss 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-leave-toronto-empty-handed-lose-3-2-to-maple-leafs/article_ce3e4fb0-a663-11ec-84f0-
ffaa21529d38.html 
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Toronto Maple Leafs beat Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 behind rookie goalie 
Erik Kallgren 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

No Auston Matthews? No problem for the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Turns out, the Leafs didn’t need the NHL’s top goal scorer to beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes, taking a 3-2 victory behind rookie goalie Erik 
Kallgren, who quickly has Leafs fans salivating. 

Kallgren blanked the Dallas Stars 4-0 on Tuesday, becoming the fourth 
goalie in Leafs history to have a shutout in his first career start. The 
Swede stopped nearly everything again against Carolina (41-14-5), 
making 35 saves and besting Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, who 
came into the game with 30 wins. 

Ilya Mikheyev scored in the first period and Mitch Marner in the second 
for the Leafs (39-17-5), who were outshot and out-chanced much of the 
game but made the most of their offensive opportunities at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear scored for the Canes in the third, moving down 
into the slot for his fourth of the season. But the Leafs quickly countered 
as Ondrej Kase scored off the rush for a 3-1 lead. 

Carolina’s Vincent Trocheck scored in the final seconds after the Canes 
pulled Andersen for a sixth attacker. 

“I thought our effort was there the whole game,” Trocheck said. “We’ve 
just got to bear down on our chances.” 

The Canes finished with a 37-21 shooting advantage but was 0-3 on 
three power plays that the Leafs easily snuffed out. Toronto, aggressive 
on the penalty kill. allowed five shots while getting five shorthanded 
shots. 

Carolina has not scored a power-play goal in the past four games, going 
0-10. 

“We’re trying to figure it out right now,” Trocheck said of the power play. 
“It’s a matter of us getting more pucks to the net, maybe playing a little bit 
simpler. But it’s something we really need to figure out here shortly 
before the playoffs start.” 

It was the second return to Toronto this season for Andersen, and a 
second loss in Toronto for the former Leafs goaltender. The first came in 
overtime on Feb. 7, when COVID-19 restrictions limited the crowd in 
Scotiabank Arena to 500. Those restrictions now lifted, the crowd was 
18,134 on Thursday. 

Matthews, who has 45 goals, was serving the second game of a two-
game suspension for a cross-check to the neck of Buffalo’s Rasmus 
Dahlin. That might have hurt the Leafs on the power play -- Toronto was 
0-2 -- but not in its overall five-on-five game as the Leafs forced the 
Canes into bad decisions and costly mistakes. 

“We always play hard, which is good, but we have to capitalize on our 
chances,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You’re going to make 
mistakes but I give them credit. They capitalized and got the win out of 
it.” 

Canes defenseman Brady Skjei had the puck with an open net and 
Kallgren without his paddle in the opening moments of the game but 
could not convert. Skjei had another good chance to start the second 
period denied by Kallgren. 

“We just didn’t score,” Brind’Amour said. “The first shift of the game we 
have an empty net. First shift in the second there’s an empty net (but) a 
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great save. You have to capitalize on those and if you don’t a great team 
is going to make you pay and that’s what happened.” 

The Canes again played without injured defenseman Tony DeAngelo, 
who has practiced and should return in the next few games -- possibly 
Friday against Washington at PNC Arena. Defenseman Brendan Smith 
was back in the lineup after missing 10 games when he suffered a 
fractured skull blocking a shot on Feb. 20 at Pittsburgh. 

Canes forward Jordan Martinook left the game in pain Thursday after an 
injury. Brind’Amour did not have an update after the game but said, “It 
didn’t look good.” 

Kallgren, 25, spent last season in the Swedish Hockey League and was 
with the Toronto Marlies in the AHL this season before being called up by 
the Leafs with Jack Campbell injured and Petr Mrazek struggling. 

The Canes had last played Sunday, losing at Pittsburgh. Another 
scheduling quirk had a three-day gap between games — the Canes host 
the Capitals on Friday and New York Rangers on Sunday. 
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Who says no? Evaluating subscribers’ Hurricanes trade proposals for 
Jakob Chychrun, Mark Giordano and more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Mar 17, 2022  

  

We’ve reached the final days before the NHL’s March 21 trade deadline, 
and the takes are flying. 

We’ve already seen a few of the big guns traded in this season’s 
defense-heavy market — Josh Manson and Ben Chiarot are no longer 
possibilities for the Hurricanes. Who else is out there, and has the front 
office’s opinion shifted in the past month as the team has been 
dominating? 

Y’all sent in your best trade proposals, and I recruited Canes color 
commentator Tripp Tracy to help answer the first few. As always with 
him, things got delightfully off track, but overall his insight was excellent 
and much appreciated. 

We don’t have much time to waste; with four days until the deadline, 
some of this could be rendered irrelevant before I’m even done writing 
the post. So read it first, then get some of the behind-the-scenes and my 
full conversation with Tracy here. 

Some of you are are VASTLY underestimating what it would take to get 
Jakob Chychrun. Not that I would want this necessarily, but who says no 
to: Martin Necas, Jamieson Rees and a second-rounder for Chychrun? 
— Tyler R. 

Civian: I think you’re right about your first point, Tyler. We saw Ben 
Chiarot go for a first-rounder-plus yesterday, so we know the coveted 
Chychrun will warrant a decent price. But while I agree that this is 
probably an accurate representation of the ballpark price, I’d say no if I’m 
the Canes. It helps that Chychrun wouldn’t be a rental, but it’s just too 
much to give up when the Canes might have a window for a few years as 
opposed to going all-in right now. The Martin Necas story isn’t over, and 
despite his slump this season, I’d want to see what he does for the rest of 
the season and the playoffs before I ship him off. 

Tracy: I would say a firm no. I think in the past month the defense has 
improved drastically, and I think if anything the Canes could bolster their 
forward group. I thought Rees had a really encouraging training camp 

and preseason before he needed surgery. When I look at what he can 
become, in my view, it’s the same type of player that I enjoyed so much 
for many years: Brock McGinn. I hold Necas to such a high standard, but 
I remind myself each and every night when I drive home that he’s still 
very young — 23 years old, a 2017 pick — and you don’t know about the 
pressures and how that’s affecting your play. Everybody always said that 
contract-year pressure got to Andrei Svechnikov last year. You know how 
close I am to Andrei — did he ever actually say that? Not once. But it’s 
worthy speculation. 

Before we do more of these, we’re talking about prospects, which Canes 
prospects would you consider untouchable at the deadline? 

Civian: Seth Jarvis seems untouchable to me. Seems someone like Rod 
Brind’Amour could really work with him and develop him into a great 
player. You don’t want to give that up. Jack Drury is almost at that level 
to me. When I see him play at the NHL level, it doesn’t feel like that much 
of an adjustment. I know I’ve never played professional hockey, but he 
sticks out to me as someone who can be called up and play in a fourth-
line role or whatever you need, and you need people like that in your 
system. 

Ryan Suzuki is an interesting one. He has been sidelined on and off with 
some pretty unfortunate injuries. Maybe a change of scenery would help 
in that situation. I’m not married to Rees either. 

Tracy: And when Drury got called up and scored two goals dramatically 
in his debut, he showed he can play the wing. Now he’s been properly 
developing this year because he’s going to be a center. I’m biased ’cause 
his dad was my captain in college, but he’s a winner. The one thing I 
would say: I agree with you on Suzuki, but that being said, it’s amazing 
how with prospects you go from being the flavor of the month to almost 
like it’s passed you by. I thought Suzuki showed major improvement this 
preseason. He caught my attention. He’s just struggled to stay healthy, 
but you’re gonna at some point. It’s a position of strength, and there’s just 
not enough room for all of these guys. Some of these prospects, you’re 
going to have to think about moving them. 

Carolina sends over Ethan Bear, the 2022 second-round pick and the 
2023 third. Seattle sends over Giordano at 50 percent salary retention. 
Out of every name thrown out there, Gio feels like the ultimate RBA guy. 
— Chris L. 

Civian: Would Ron Francis even trade with the Hurricanes? 

Tracy: There can never be any type of emotion in a trading partner. It has 
to be purely a professional situation. I have always believed in the adage 
“resentment is like putting poison down your own throat; the only one it 
hurts is the one who’s drinking it.” That’s where sometimes I think 
general managers try not to get too close to their players. They want to 
create a family-like atmosphere, but in case they have to make a really 
tough decision, you don’t want emotions to dictate it. 

I would have said a month ago, truthfully, Mark Giordano — right-shot 
defenseman, plays a hard-nosed game, has gone deep into the playoffs 
but has never won —that’s a huge asset to get over the hump. Giordano 
would have been perfect for the Hurricanes. He makes a lot of money, 
but I would have said that’s fine. In the past month, I don’t see that 
anymore. What do you see, though? Ethan Bear played his junior hockey 
in Seattle. He’s playing very well right now. When you assess Ethan 
Bear, where do you project him to be? That’s a big part of this. He’s on 
his game right now, and I’m thrilled for him, but where do you project 
Ethan Bear? 

Civian: I think it’s tough, and you can see in his underlying numbers from 
Edmonton too, playing with Darnell Nurse or Jaccob Slavin elevates you. 
He’s gotta find a way to be the player he can be on any pairing, which is 
obviously easier said than done. He’s (only?) 25, he’s a defenseman, 
and I think he’s going to figure that out and I think Carolina is a good 
team to figure that out on. 

That said, trading him for the right price should be on the table. Giordano 
is not filling a need for the Canes. They already have the best penalty kill 
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in the league by a mile, and the cap hit would be a nightmare to figure 
out, even at a 50 percent deal. 

Brady Skjei, Ryan Suzuki, the 2023 second-round pick and the 2022 third 
for Jakob Chychrun. — Owen B. 

Civian: I love this one for the Canes. If I’m general manager Don 
Waddell, I’m saying yes. The two huge selling points here are that 
Chychrun isn’t a rental and you don’t have to give up a first-round pick. It 
also clears up some cap space and avoids a defensive logjam with Skjei 
on the move. It’ll be interesting to see what Chychrun actually goes for 
with so many teams interested. This looks at least somewhat realistic, 
but the Canes still come out as winners in this scenario. 

What’s Tony DeAngelo’s status? Might need an offensive D-man. Bear 
and a prospect for John Klingberg? — Ryan B. 

Civian: Here’s where the Hurricanes’ perception of need has changed the 
past few weeks. DeAngelo is a possibility to play as early as Thursday 
night in Toronto, per Brind’Amour on Thursday morning, and regardless, 
he’s slated for a comeback in the next week or so. As he’s been out for 
almost a month, that’s sort of like adding your own rental to the mix — 
one who happens to have nine goals and 40 points in 43 games. And on 
top of that, I honestly don’t love Klingberg for the price and for offense. 
He is touted as an offensive player for his playmaking, but he isn’t going 
to score many goals. The Canes have showed over the past few weeks 
they need more goals. 

If I’m the Canes, I say no. 

A third- or fourth-rounder for Justin Braun. If we’re looking for depth 
defense, this seems pretty simple — Ben K. 

Civian: At first, I read this and I’m like, “Sure, why not?” But then, like 
Tracy said, you think about the past month, and Jalen Chatfield has 
established himself as that potential defensive depth, Bear is on the 
upswing and DeAngelo is set to return. I don’t think defensive depth is 
going to push the Canes over the edge from making the playoffs to 
winning the Cup. I’ll keep the second-round pick and hope it turns into 
Sebastian Aho again. 

Sixth-round pick for Sebastian Aho (the other one) — Eric V. 

Civian: I said boom boom boom, now let me hear you say … (I can’t find 
the picture of Aho checking Aho (Sweden’s version) at the world juniors, 
but picture that here). 

Whatever it takes to get some or all of Brandon Hagel, Alex DeBrincat or 
Dominik Kubalik from Chicago without giving up a roster player. 
DeBrincat is probably out and, Hagel isn’t the biggest guy, so Kubalik 
and some deep-dish pizza for the Canes’ 2022 second-rounder, Josh 
Leivo and Dominik Bokk? — Andrew R. 

Here’s a bold move for secondary scoring that I think Tracy would be on 
board with. But I don’t think Chicago would ever agree to this. Bokk is 
useless as a trade chip at this point, and Leivo isn’t enticing enough for 
this either. I’m saying yes if I’m the Canes. I’m saying heck no if I’m 
Chicago. 

I like where this was going, though, and Kubalik has dropped off this 
season. I’m not an expert on what the Blackhawks need other than 
Jesus, so just thinking from an improved-package perspective, I’d give 
them the second-rounder, Suzuki or Rees and maybe another pick or 
Scott Morrow. 
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Anthony Mantha, Vitek Vanecek power red-hot Capitals to a rout in 
Columbus 

 

Roman Stubbs 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Washington Capitals forward Anthony Mantha 
found himself on a breakaway Thursday night, the raucous St. Patrick’s 
Day crowd at Nationwide Arena letting out a collective groan as if it 
already knew how it would end. Mantha crossed the blue line and 
eventually went to his backhand, gently pushing the puck between the 
legs of Blue Jackets goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. 

Less than eight minutes later, Mantha found the net again — this time 
with a little luck after the puck ricocheted off the end boards and bounced 
off the skate of Korpisalo — and as the Capitals remained one of the 
hottest teams in the NHL with a dominant 7-2 win, Mantha again proved 
to be a big reason. 

“You see him out there. He’s a big body. He’s got a really good skill 
level,” Coach Peter Laviolette said. “He can make plays.” 

Washington (34-18-10) is 6-0-1 in its past seven games, a run that will be 
put to the test Friday night when it visits the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Carolina Hurricanes. The front end of the Capitals’ back-to-back could 
not have gone better — Washington took a 4-1 lead in the second period 
on a goal from Alex Ovechkin, who two nights earlier passed Jaromir 
Jagr for third all-time, and goaltender Vitek Vanecek (39 saves) won his 
sixth straight start. 

“Vitek made some big saves,” Laviolette said. “It seemed like he was 
busy the entire night.” 

Columbus (31-28-3) entered the night 11 points behind Washington in 
the Metropolitan standings with 21 games to play, in desperate need of a 
win to keep its fading playoff hopes alive — and the Blue Jackets 
peppered Vanecek early. But the Capitals quickly took control after T.J. 
Oshie fed Mantha for his first goal to make it 1-0 less than five minutes 
into the game. 

The second line outworked the Blue Jackets on a crucial shift later in the 
period. After Columbus failed to clear the puck, Mantha took a wrister 
that landed behind the net, only to watch the puck bounce off the boards, 
off the skate of Korpisalo and in. 

“We came back to the locker room with a 2-0 lead and just kind of built 
off that and were able to put the game away,” Mantha said. 

Korpisalo was pulled early in the second period after Washington’s 
Martin Fehervary scored his fifth goal off assists from Daniel Sprong and 
John Carlson to make it 3-0. 

The Blue Jackets pulled within two on a power-play goal from Oliver 
Bjorkstrand at 6:57, but the Capitals responded with their own power-play 
score from Ovechkin at 10:44. 

“Getting that three-goal lead back was important,” Laviolette said of 
Ovechkin’s 38th goal of the year. 

Here’s what else to know from the Capitals’ win: 

Mantha keys balanced attack 

After missing four months following shoulder surgery, Mantha has played 
in seven games since he returned this month — and he has five points in 
his past five, including four goals. 

“It feels great. I worked extremely hard for those four months, and it just 
feels good to be out there, to be playing, to having fun,” Mantha said. 

Mantha had 13 multi-goal games in five seasons with the Detroit Red 
Wings, but Thursday brought his first with the Capitals. He energized his 
team with its first goal in a win over the New York Islanders on Tuesday 
— and he did so again Thursday, pacing a balanced attack that included 
goals from Connor McMichael, Conor Sheary and Evgeny Kuznetsov in 
the third period. 
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McMichael was credited with a goal, making it 5-2, after a Columbus 
defenseman knocked the puck into his own net. Sheary scored an 
empty-netter later in the period, and Kuznetsov made it 7-2 with his 20th 
goal on a power play with just under 11 minutes left. 

Oshie exits early; Eller out again 

Oshie left the game in the third period after suffering a lower-body injury 
and did not return. His status for Friday is unclear. 

Center Lars Eller again was out of the lineup and remains in the NHL’s 
coronavirus protocols after he tested positive following the Capitals’ 
game at Vancouver last week. Washington has not provided a timetable 
on when Eller might rejoin the team, and the Capitals relied on a third line 
of Sprong, McMichael and Tom Wilson for a second consecutive game. 

Vanecek extends perfect month 

Vanecek has started six of the past seven games for the Capitals and 
improved to 6-0 in March with Thursday’s win. 

He kept Columbus at bay for long stretches, which included several key 
first-period saves on point-blank shots. Late in the second, he made a 
string of saves on a Blue Jackets power play that kept the Capitals’ lead 
at 4-1. Washington killed 4 of 5 Columbus power plays. 

“Unbelievable,” Mantha said. “They had a couple power plays and he 
was strong, as he has been the last couple months. He’s playing unreal.” 
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Anthony Mantha scores two, Capitals beat Blue Jackets 

 

Nicole Kraft] 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Anthony Mantha scored twice, and Alex Ovechkin 
and Connor Sheary each had a goal and an assist as the Washington 
Capitals beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 7-2 Thursday night for their 
third straight win. 

Martin Fehervary, Connor McMichael and Evgeny Kuznetsov also 
scored, and Nikolas Backstrom added two assists as Washington 
improved to 6-0-1 in its last seven games. Vitek Vanecek stopped 39 
shots for the Capitals, who pulled one point behind Boston for the top 
wild card in the Eastern Conference and increased their lead over 
Columbus to 13 points for the second wild card. 

“We knew they’re trying to catch us right now,” Mantha said. “We knew it 
was a four point game, even if there’s 20 games left. But we also knew 
they played last night, so we wanted to put pressure on them, put the 
puck in deep and just get on our forecheck.” 

Oliver Bjorkstrand and Patrik Laine scored for the Blue Jackets, who 
scored twice on their own net and broke a three-game win streak. Joonas 
Korpisalo stopped six of nine shots before being replaced in the second 
period by Elvis Merzlikins, who finished with 20 saves. 

“It was not our night — I can tell you that right now,” Blue Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen said. “I am a realist. A 7-2 game, you are thinking that is 
disaster, but our guys gave it tonight. It was a strange game — one of 
those nights.” 

Mantha put Washington on the board at 4:29 of the first, beating 
Korpisalo between the pads on a breakaway. He earned his second goal 
of the night and put Washington up 2-0 off Korpisalo’s skate, as the 
goalie inadvertently guided a rebound into the net while backing into 
position at 12:20. 

Fehervary’s goal at 1:20 of the second beat Korpisalo through the five-
hole, making it 3-0 and ening his night, 

Bjorkstrand pulled Columbus within two with his sixth power-play goal at 
6:57, before Ovechkin took advantage of a Columbus penalty to extend 
the Capitals’ lead to 4-1 with a wrister from the left circle at 10:44. It was 
his team-leading 11th power-play goal. 

“It was a different game,” Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said. ”They 
scored that goal less than four minutes into the third. Now the game’s 
back in question again, so to get the fifth one right away, get that three-
goal lead back I thought was important. It’s way better than playing from 
behind. Playing from behind. you’re expending energy, you’re chasing 
the game, you have to be stressed in the system with what you’re trying 
to do because you’re pushing for a goal.” 

Laine cut the lead to 4-2 at 1:47 of the third, tipping Zach Werenski’s shot 
from the blueline, but Washington went up 5-2 when McMichael was 
credited with the goal Dean Kukan scored into his own net as he tried to 
clear the puck at 4:15. 

Columbus pulled Merzlikins for an extra skater with 12:48 left in the game 
and Sheary scored an empty netter seconds later. Kuznetsov made it 7-2 
with a power-play goal at 9:03. 

A LEAGUE OF HIS OWN 

Ovechkin’s power-play goal extended his NHL all-time lead to 280. He 
now has six goals in his last eight games, extending his point streak to 
three games. His 38 goals this season tie him for fourth in the NHL. 

INJURY UPDATE 

Washington‘s T.J. Oshie suffered a lower-body injury in the third period 
and did not return to the game. 

BIRTHDAY BOYS 

Daniel Sprong’s assist on Fehervary’s goal was his first since Dec. 17 
and came on his 25th birthday. Also blowing out candles Thursday was 
Blue Jackets defenseman Andrew Peeke, who turned 24. 

FULL STRENGTH 

Mantha has recorded five points (four goals, one assist) in his last five 
games. He returned to the Capitals’ lineup March 3 after shoulder 
surgery that cost him 45 games this season. 

HELPING HAND 

Voracek’s 41st assist of the season was his 31st primary, tying him for 
fourth this season in the NHL. 

ON POINT 

Kuznetsov’s goal extended his point streak to seven games. Werenski’s 
assist on Laine’s goal was his third straight game with a helper. 

HE SAID IT 

Brad Larsen: “You score twice on yourselves, it’s going to be tough to 
win that way.” 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: At Carolina on Friday night. 

Blue Jackets: Host St. Louis on Saturday night. 
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Alex Ovechkin: 'It sucks' family was stuck in Russia for milestone goal 
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Jacob Calvin Meyer 

 

Passing Jaromir Jagr on the NHL’s career goals list was more than just 
any achievement for Alex Ovechkin. 

Ovechkin, who scored his 767th career goal on Tuesday for third all-time 
and most among European players, received loud chants from Capitals 
fans after the milestone goal — much different than the boos he received 
from Calgary fans during a trip in Western Canada last week. But the 36-
year-old star did admit the enjoyment of the milestone was hindered by 
his family being in Russia and not in Washington, D.C., to witness the 
goal in person.  

“Obviously, it’s always fun when you get a milestone and you get a win,” 
Ovechkin told reporters after the game. “Obviously, it sucks when my 
kids didn’t see it, my wife didn’t see it, my parents, but they watch it at 
home. They’re happy, and that’s the most important thing.” 

He also said the last few weeks have been “tough.”  

Despite being one of the few Russian NHL players to respond to their 
country’s invasion of Ukraine, Ovechkin has received blowback from 
sports fans and lost sponsors due to his past support of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

During a press conference the day after Putin ordered strikes on Ukraine, 
Ovechkin said “please, no more war” but stopped short of condemning 
the Russian president. He also obfuscated when he was asked directly if 
he still supports Putin, for whom Ovechkin campaigned on social media 
in 2017. 

Ovechkin’s profile picture still remains one of him posing with Putin — a 
choice Ovechkin reportedly made after counsel from advisors.  

“It’s been tough,” Ovechkin said. “We athletes. We just have to do our job 
and focus on what we do best — play hockey and enjoy our moment.” 

Ovechkin is now 34 goals behind Gordie Howe (801) and 127 behind 
Wayne Gretzky (894) for most in NHL history. 
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Caps score second-earliest third period empty netter in NHL history 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

The Capitals led the Blue Jackets 5-2 with just under 13 minutes left in 
Thursday night’s game in Columbus when Jack Roslovic was whistled for 
slashing Washington center Nic Dowd. There was no power play for the 
Caps, however, as Dowd was forced to accompany him to the penalty 
box for embellishment after taking a tumble down to the ice.T 

Instead, the two sides were pitted against each other in some 4-on-4 
action. Blue Jackets head coach Brad Larsen, knowing his team needed 
three goals to get back in, decided to roll the dice and pull goalie Elvis 
Merzlikins to get a man advantage with over 12 minutes left to play. 

The dice didn’t roll in his favor. 

Twenty-four seconds of gameplay later, Conor Sheary seized a loose 
puck in the offensive zone and skated it right into the back of the net to 
put Washington up 6-2 with 12:39 left in the third period. Any hope for the 
Blue Jackets to climb back into the game was lost and the Capitals 
eventually tacked on another for a commanding 7-2 victory. 

According to SportsRadar, the Sheary goal was the second-earliest 
empty netter scored in a third period in NHL history. The only third-period 

empty netter scored earlier was in 1979, when the New York Islanders lit 
the lamp in such fashion against the Colorado Rockies just 4:50 into the 
final frame. 

With the win, the Capitals extended their point streak to seven straight 
games and took a commanding 13-point lead over Columbus for the 
second Wild Card spot in the East. 
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Oshie injury looms large over streaking Capitals 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

By the end of Thursday’s 7-2 drubbing of the Columbus Blue Jackets, the 
sluggish stretch that plagued the Capitals for the two months prior was 
essentially forgotten. B 

The win moved them to 6-0-1 in March and essentially guaranteed the 
team a playoff spot as they looked primed to kick into gear before the 
playoffs begin in May. But perhaps the one thing that could put a damper 
on the mood happened in the third period.  

Towards the end of the win, the Capitals announced that winger T.J. 
Oshie sustained a lower-body injury and would miss the remainder of the 
game. There was no clear injury to Oshie that was caught on camera.  

The Capitals play against the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday night, 
meaning there could be clarity on the severity of his injury by that point. 
Additionally, it's certainly possible the injury was minor and considering 
the score, the Capitals played it safe. 

But if there is no clarity moving forward, the Capitals will enter a scary 
waiting period. 

Any long-term injury, or even any injury that keeps Oshie out for multiple 
games, would send the Capitals right back to where they had been for 
the majority of this season: Rearranging the lineup seemingly on a day-
to-day basis.  

Oshie, who tallied an assist in the win, now has 20 points in 28 games 
played this season. When he’s been in the lineup, he’s been his usual 
self. The problem has been that he’s missed large chunks of the season 
with various injuries and that’s cost the Capitals. He’s played just 12 
games since 2022 began. In those 12 games, he has eight points and 
four goals.  

With Oshie in the lineup, the Capitals’ lineup balanced out far better than 
before. Paired with since-returned Anthony Mantha and Nicklas 
Backstrom, the second line being back together helped the rest of the 
lineup return to a sense of normalcy. There weren’t constant changes to 
the forward lines, and that helped both the special teams and five-on-five 
play of the lineup.  

Now, that’s a large unknown.  

With the trade deadline coming on Monday, the Capitals are now in the 
precarious position of trying to figure out the extent of Oshie’s injury, and 
if they’ll need to replace him in the lineup by virtue of a trade before the 3 
pm deadline.  

For now, the Capitals will have to simply wait and hope Oshie’s lower-
body injury isn’t one that will keep him in the press box for long. If it is, 
they’ll be without a leader and significant force on and off the ice. 
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Capitals dominate Blue Jackets as points streak reaches 7 games 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

The Capitals handled the Blue Jackets in a 7-2 win at Nationwide Arena 
in Columbus on Thursday as their point streak hit seven games. 

Washington is 6-0-1 in March and has seemingly flipped the switch into 
playoff mode with just 20 games left to play. Seven tallies tied the 
season-high for the Capitals, which was set in an October win against the 
Ottawa Senators. 

Here are a few takeaways from the night in Ohio: 

Mantha strikes twice 

The Capitals got two goals from Anthony Mantha to give them a nice 
cushion to start the night. One of them was earned. The other...well it 
was a bit fortuitous.  

Mantha put the Capitals up 1-0 with a breakaway goal and then made it 
2-0 when his shot hit the boards behind the Blue Jackets’ goal, 
ricocheted back into the crease, off Joonas Korpisalo and into the net.  

In just his 17th game of the season due to an early-season shoulder 
surgery, the second line winger has six goals and 11 points. With him in 
the lineup, the Capitals are 11-1-5 this season. 

Ovechkin keeps scoring 

The Capitals’ captain, fresh off moving into sole possession of third place 
on the NHL’s all-time goals list, is now chasing down Gordie Howe.  

With a power play goal in the second period, Alex Ovechkin moved to 
just 33 goals away from Mr. Hockey, and 32 goals away from No. 800 all-
time. 

Washington is now 22-3-4 this season when Ovechkin scores a goal. 

Oshie leaves with an injury 

The Capitals got some bad news late in the game when the team 
announced T.J. Oshie would not return due to a lower-body injury.  

Oshie has battled injuries all season long, as Thursday was just his 28th 
game of the season. As a team, the Capitals have played 62.  

There will be an update tomorrow before the team's game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, but his injury could have a major impact if it's long-
lasting. 

Vanecek starts in net 

With just a few days until the trade deadline, Vitek Vanecek was given 
another chance to stake his claim to the No. 1 job. The Capitals went 
with Vanecek on the front-end of a back-to-back and he earned the win 
by stopping 39 of 41 Blue Jacket shots on the night.  

Washington will almost certainly play Ilya Samsonov Friday night in 
Carolina. And with just a few days until the deadline, every performance 
will be under the microscope. 

Nail in the coffin?  

It’s been almost a near certainty the Capitals would make the playoffs for 
a few months. Thursday might’ve been the game that (un)officially did it. 

The Capitals now lead the Blue Jackets by 13 points with just 20 games 
left to play (and 40 points on the table) for both teams. For context, even 
a 15-5-0 finish would leave Columbus with 95 points on the season. In 
that scenario, Washington would need just 17 points in its final 20 games 
to make the postseason.  

While it seemed unlikely before, the Blue Jackets would now need a 
miracle to catch the Capitals and make the playoffs. 
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Waivers, Sabres and flow: Jonsson-Fjallby's crazy journey to his first goal 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

Tuesday was a big night for Alex Ovechkin, but also for Capitals forward 
Axel Jonsson-Fjallby. Almost lost amid the celebration of Ovechkin's 
historic 767th goal was a goal scored less than five minutes beforehand. 
It was Jonsson-Fjallby's first career NHL goal and he picked a hell of a 
night to do it. 

“First goal he does it on a night when Ovi moves into third [all time]," 
head coach Peter Laviolette said. 

Trailing by one in the third period, Dmitry Orlov intercepted a pass in the 
defensive zone and pushed up ice. Jonsson-Fjallby joined him on the 2-
on-2 rush. Orlov deked New York Islanders forward Anders Lee in the 
neutral zone creating a 2-on-1, then made a fantastic pass to set up 
Jonsson-Fjallby for the game-tying goal. 

"It felt good," Jonsson-Fjallby said. "I felt like it took me long enough. But 
it was a great feeling." 

Tuesday was only Jonsson-Fjallby's 14th NHL game, but it has been 
quite the journey to get there. 

A fifth-round draft pick in 2016, Jonsson-Fjallby is no longer waiver 
eligible and was actually claimed by the Buffalo Sabres in training camp 
when he was placed on waivers to send to Hershey. A visa issue 
prevented him from playing in any preseason games for the Sabres and 
he was actually placed back on waivers and reclaimed by the Caps. He 
made his NHL debut on Nov. 8 and played very well in his first few NHL 
opportunities. 

"Axel has played great for us," Laviolette said. "He uses his speed and 
he competes hard." 

By rule, a player who has cleared waivers becomes waiver eligible again 
once he has played in 10 NHL games. Not wanting to risk losing a 
budding NHL player, the Caps sent Jonsson-Fjallby back to the AHL after 
just nine NHL games. 

But despite the twists and turns of Jonsson-Fjallby's journey this season, 
he has taken it all in stride. 

"I think me being claimed by Buffalo gave me confidence because then I 
knew people saw me as maybe I could play NHL," Jonsson-Fjallby said. 
"And coming back, you know, it was fine for me and I still have the 
confidence so I felt great playing in Hershey and then getting called up 
was great for my confidence." 

When Carl Hagelin suffered a severe eye injury, Jonsson-Fjallby was 
called up soon after. By recalling him and playing him in a 10th game, the 
Caps sent a clear message: Jonsson-Fjallby was here to stay. 

"This time getting called up and playing my 10th game was kind of a 
relief," he said. "And it makes me more comfortable and I can play my 
game." 

On most nights, Jonsson-Fjallby's first career goal would have felt more 
significant, but it was overshadowed by yet another Ovechkin milestone. 

Just like he has all season, however, Jonsson-Fjallby took it in stride. 

"I'll beat him probably," he said of Ovechkin. Just 766 more goals to go. 
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Frank Vatrano thrust into pivotal Rangers role after trade 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Frank Vatrano went from a bottom-six role on the Panthers to skating on 
the Rangers’ 1B line next to Artemi Panarin, a premier NHL talent, in a 
matter of 24 hours. 

It was no doubt a whirlwind experience, but the 28-year-old Vatrano was 
thrown right into the fire of a high-octane rivalry game between the 
Rangers and the Islanders in front of a rowdy crowd of 18,006 at the 
Garden on St. Patrick’s Day. 

The Islanders ultimately stole a 2-1 win Thursday night behind Kyle 
Palmieri’s goal at 17:16 of the third to spoil Vatrano’s Rangers debut. 

But Vatrano, like the rest of the team, commended the Rangers’ effort. 
The versatile forward, however, was naturally still wrapping his head 
around getting traded, just a day earlier, from the club he had called 
home for five seasons. 

“To come to a franchise like New York, a team that’s pushing for a 
Stanley Cup and has been a great team all year, I’m just coming here to 
help out and provide depth for this team,” Vatrano said in his first press 
conference as a Ranger. “Whether that’s scoring goals or being an 
energy force every single night. That’s a consistent part of my game that 
I have to bring every single night.” 

Most players who are traded leading up to the deadline go from non-
contending teams to contending teams, or vice versa. Vatrano left a 
playoff race in Florida, only to jump right into another in New York. And 
there are a lot of familiar faces on the Rangers for the East 
Longmeadow, Mass., native. 

Vatrano noted that he and defenseman Jacob Trouba played a couple of 
seasons together with the USA Hockey National Team Development 
Program. He also played with Adam Fox and Chris Kreider at the World 
Championships, while Dryden Hunt overlapped with Vatrano on the 
Panthers for parts of three seasons. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said Vatrano can play on both wings, but 
opted to put him on the right side of Ryan Strome and Panarin. Vatrano 
said it meant a lot to have the Rangers trust him in the top six right off the 
bat. 

“Unbelievable,” he said of playing next to Panarin. “I’ve always watched 
him before he even came in the league. Playing against him, he’s a 
special, special talent. It’s easy playing with him, just get open. He’ll find 
you with the puck.” 

With such a quick turnaround, Vatrano said he focused on his effort to 
get himself into the game. In 14:47, Vatrano posted one shot on goal and 
one block. He nearly notched an assist in the first period when he passed 
up a shot in order to feed Panarin, who was robbed by Islanders goalie 
Ilya Sorokin. 

“Florida was my home, I was there for almost five years,” Vatrano said. 
“But to get a call and find out it’s the Rangers, I’m absolutely thrilled to be 
here. It’s a dream come true to play at Madison Square Garden and for 
the Rangers. 

“Ownership, staff, coaches, all the way down to the players, have been 
very welcoming.” 

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin turned aside 26 of the 28 shots he faced 
in the loss, which was just his eighth defeat of the season. 

After skating in 18 of the last 19 games for the Rangers, Julien Gauthier 
was scratched in favor of Vatrano. Defenseman Libor Hajek also was 
scratched. 
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Rangers-Islanders had playoff feel thanks to standout goalies 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

This was a riveting playoff-type game played in a celebratory playoff-type 
atmosphere at the Garden, which is the best we get these days between 
the Rangers and Islanders, teams that have somehow not met in the 
playoffs since 1994. 

That “somehow” might be explained by the fact that our two teams have 
both made the playoffs at the same time in just four of the intervening 
years — 2007, 2013, 2015 and 2016 — since the Blueshirts’ humiliating 
four-game sweep by an aggregate 22-3 score that represented the first 
step in ending the 54-year Cup drought. 

The Blueshirts are not only marching toward their first playoff berth since 
2017, but competing for home-ice advantage. The two-time running 
semifinalist Islanders, well, they stand 17 points behind second wild-card 
Washington while holding three games in hand, even after going 5-2 in 
their past seven matches. 

But you can be certain that the visitors were all singing to the soundtrack 
of the “Man of La Mancha,” and dreaming the impossible dream following 
Thursday’s 2-1 victory over the Rangers in as entertaining an episode of 
the Battle of New York as we have had in some time. 

The goaltending was superb at both ends of the ice, with Ilya Sorokin 
turning in a pair of circus saves that allowed him to outdo his buddy Igor 
Shesterkin at the other end of the ice. The Rangers carried the play for 
the most part in a fast and physical game in which they gave more than 
they took. 

As head coach Gerard Gallant noted, the Blueshirts did not simply 
respond, they initiated. They set the physical tone early when Ryan 
Reaves first put Zdeno Chara down on a reverse hit then stapled Cal 
Clutterbuck to the wall seconds apart midway through the first period. 

But, unable to score at even-strength, they were ultimately beaten when 
Kyle Palmieri broke a 1-1 draw by swatting one in from in front with 2:44 
remaining in the third after Oliver Wahlstrom’s blatant elbow/shoulder to 
Ryan Lindgren’s head at the other end of the ice went uncalled. 

The officiating was dodgy all night, though if not for Sorokin’s acrobatics 
and brilliance, the Blueshirts would surely have been able to overcome 
that. For this one night, the Rangers had the sinking feeling so many 
opponents have had this season after being shut down by Shesterkin. 

“I think going forward, this effort is the standard,” Jacob Trouba said. “We 
know we can play this way. If we do, we like our chances in a lot of 
games.” 

Chances, yes, the Blueshirts had more than a few, none more glittering 
that Artemi Panarin’s drive toward a wide-open left side of the net from 
the left circle on which Sorokin somehow got his paddle after tumbling 
across the crease. That was at 5:20 of the first period. 

The shot came off a feed from Frank Vatrano, inserted by Gallant into the 
premium right-wing spot on the Panarin-Ryan Strome line a day after 
having been acquired from Florida in exchange for a fourth-round draft 
pick. That’s pretty heady stuff for the 28-year-old who has generally been 
a bottom-sixer for the second-overall Panthers who are brimming with 
talent. 
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“That’s a great opportunity playing with two world-class players like that,” 
said the winger who brought zip to the game in 14:47 of ice time. “I’m just 
trying to bring my speed and get to the dirty areas and create space for 
them.” 

Vatrano, who had scored 10 goals (eight at five-on-five) for Florida in 
12:12 of average ice time, is the sixth winger to play on the right with 
Strome and Panarin. Dryden Hunt, who had played the past 10 games 
and 25 overall in that spot, was bumped to what became an energetic 
third line with Filip Chytil and Barclay Goodrow. 

The move — likely only the first before the trade deadline strikes at 3 
p.m. on Monday — gives Gallant options. It also creates internal 
competition for not only a spot in the top-six, but to get into the lineup. It 
is unknown whether the personable newcomer has the right stuff to ride 
with the Big Dogs for the long haul, but Gallant will give the UMass 
product a shot. 

So, a defeat to the Islanders. A defeat in which Chris Kreider’s 40th goal 
came on the power play, which means nothing for the Blueshirts at five-
on-five. Many nights, this would be a more prominent piece of the story. 
But not this one, when a playoff-type game featured a playoff-type 
goaltending duel. 

One day maybe Shesterkin and Sorokin will hook up in a real-life playoff 
Battle for New York. Twenty-eight years without one is more than 
enough. 
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Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin outduels vaunted Rangers counterpart 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Welcome to the new era of Rangers versus Islanders: Igor versus Ilya. 

Thursday’s gem of a St. Patrick’s Day game, a 2-1 Islanders victory, was 
not the first time New York’s pair of star Russian goaltenders faced off. 
But it was the first time they did so on Broadway, the first time they did so 
in front of a full house, and the first time they made it count. 

“This could be, you look at the [Sidney] Crosby/[Alexander] Ovechkin 
thing, maybe it’s an Ilya/Igor thing,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said 
Thursday morning. 

That was before Ilya Sorokin turned in a 29-save effort that — starting 
with a highlight-reel paddle save on Artemi Panarin about five minutes 
into the game, falling backwards to his right to stop a one-timer from the 
left circle — won the game for the Islanders. 

Of that particular moment, Trotz said: “Holy,” then mouthed a four-letter 
word. “Yes. It might have been one of the best, if not the best save I’ve 
seen in a long time. And I’ve been around a long time.” 

Mathew Barzal said: “I mean, are you kidding me?” 

Anders Lee said: “It was incredible. You could even hear the whole 
crowd clap for that one after the replay.” 

It was only the beginning of the show. 

Soon, Sorokin was making a pad save on Chris Kreider from the slot 
then stoning him on a breakaway. He stopped a Filip Chytil one-timer on 
the doorstep in between and the 18,006 at the Garden who should have 
been watching a romp but instead walked into a coming-out party were 
stupefied. 

Not to be outdone, Igor Shesterkin came up with a couple moments of 
his own, particularly a pair of third-period stops on Noah Dobson and 

Oliver Wahlstrom that ignited the crowd. The highlight reel, though, was 
Sorokin’s alone. So was the win. 

The final score was Islanders 2, Rangers 1. More accurately, it was 
Sorokin 29, Shesterkin 26. If it’s the first highlight in a long rivalry, it is a 
hell of a good one. 

“We know that Igor Shesterkin has been getting a lot of hype in the Hart 
[Trophy] conversation and whatnot,” Barzal said. “But we know that we 
have two guys [Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov] that every night give us a 
good chance.” 

Thursday, that translated to a fourth Islanders win in five games, a fifth 
straight game with points and the club getting above NHL-.500 for the 
first time since late January. 

It should not be the last time we see Sorokin and Shesterkin going at it 
like this. 

Both goaltenders are 26. Both hail from Russia. Both figure to be with 
their respective clubs for quite some time. According to Trotz, the two are 
good friends, though neither spoke to reporters on Thursday to provide 
confirmation. 

This could turn into something quite fun. 

“They were both great,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “They both 
made some real good saves, and [Sorokin] was outstanding.” 

Thursday, they were worthy of each other. It’s just one game. But, you 
can hope, it’ll be one of many. 

“They’re just starting out,” Trotz said. “And it’s pretty exciting for the 
game of hockey and for this area, especially.” 
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Rangers put up good fight but still fall to rival Islanders 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers may have fallen just short Thursday night, but they figure 
that won’t happen too often when they play like they did. 

In a high-energy matchup that featured a riveting goaltending showdown 
between the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin and the Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin, 
who are buddies and compatriots, the latter prevailed as the Isles 
secured a 2-1 win at Madison Square Garden. 

The two teams were neck-and-neck on the scoreboard for a majority of 
the game, with the Islanders holding a one-goal lead for just under 13 
minutes in the middle frame and then the final 2:44 in the third. Still, the 
Rangers seemingly held an edge throughout the night and were rightfully 
pleased with their effort. 

“Felt like a Rangers-Islanders game,” said defenseman Jacob Trouba, 
who earned the secondary assist on Chris Kreider’s game-tying power-
play goal in the second period. “It’s been a while since we’ve seen each 
other. It was a fun, fast, physical game — it was an exciting hockey 
game.” 

The Islanders may be a long shot for the playoffs, but the visitors kept up 
with a high-flying Rangers squad and rode a game-changing 
performance by Sorokin, who finished with 28 saves. With just under 
three minutes left in regulation of a 1-1 game, Islanders forward Kyle 
Palmieri extended his point streak to six games with a timely tap-in to 
steal the win. 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin lets up a goal. 
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Ryan Lindgren caught an elbow from Isles forward Oliver Wahlstrom just 
before the Isles’ goal, and the Rangers defenseman was visibly 
frustrated with not getting the call. Head coach Gerard Gallant thought 
the Rangers were a little rattled by it, which led to Palmieri’s goal on a 
bouncing puck at the other end. 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

“To be honest with you, I had more of a problem on our two penalties that 
were called earlier in the game,” Gallant said. “The [Ryan] Strome 
roughing and then the [Barclay] Goodrow hooking. I think the referees did 
a good job, low penalties are good, but I just didn’t like the two calls 
against us. I really didn’t. 

“I didn’t see that there were penalties in those ones, but they got a tough 
job to do, it’s a battle. At the end, to be honest with you, I thought it was a 
high stick. But it wasn’t, somebody said it was a shoulder or an elbow. I 
didn’t see it yet.” 

Islanders left wing Anders Lee #27 celebrates with his teammates after 
scoring a goal during the second period of a game against the Rangers 
at Madison Square Garden. 

As the final seconds of Goodrow’s hooking penalty carried over into the 
second period, the Islanders capitalized. Captain Anders Lee picked the 
top corner on Shesterkin for the 1-0 lead. 

The Rangers earned all three of their power plays in the middle frame, 
and Kreider — who else? — tied the game on the second one. The goal 
was Kreider’s 40th of the season and 21st on the power play, making him 
just the fourth skater in Rangers history to post such numbers in a 
season — joining Jaromir Jagr, Mike Gartner and Vic Hadfield. He is also 
the second NHL player to reach the 40-goal mark this season. 

“I’ll take the effort we had tonight,” Trouba said. “You don’t like the result, 
but I’ll take that over some of the wins we’ve had this year with the game 
we played. There’s a lot we can take from this game.” 

New York Post LOADED: 03.18.2022 

1238600 New York Rangers 

 

Postgame takeaways: NY Rangers take a hard-fought defeat in Frank 
Vatrano's debut 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

NEW YORK — The Islanders are likely going to the miss the playoffs this 
season, but they sure gave the Rangers a playoff-like battle on Thursday 
night at Madison Square Garden. 

In a game that featured scoring chances and big hits both ways, on top of 
a superb goaltending matchup, the Isles handed their playoff-bound rival 
a 2-1 loss. 

The score was tied until late in the third period, when Kyle Palmieri stuck 
the dagger in the Blueshirts by scoring with 3:44 remaining. 

"It felt like a Rangers-Islanders game," Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said. "It's been a while since we've seen each other. It was a fun, 
fast, physical game." 

TRADE DEADLINE: Rangers acquire Frank Vatrano from Panthers 

PREVIOUS GAME: Rangers complete their 20th comeback win 

"You don’t like the result, but I'll take that (effort) over some of the wins 
we've had this year," he added. "There’s a lot we can take from this 
game. ... This effort going forward is the standard." 

These were far from the same COVID-ravaged Isles the Rangers (38-18-
5) saw back in November. This current version is at full strength, with no 
current players in protocol or on injured reserve, and has now gone 5-1-1 
in their last seven games. 

They resemble the teams that went to back-to-back Eastern Conference 
Finals the previous two seasons. Those Islanders were known for tight 
defense and an in-your-face style of play, which the Rangers matched 
Thursday. 

In fact, the Blueshirts were the better team for the first two periods, with 
Isles goalie Ilya Sorokin making 29 saves and serving as the X-factor. 
The tide turned a bit in the third period, but it was a stark difference from 
the way the Rangers were manhandled by their chief rival last season. 

They out-hit them, 27-21, and stood up to their physicality and intensity. It 
served as another sign of how far they've come, even though there is 
clearly still work to do. 

"Tonight's game was a coin toss," Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant 
said. "From start to finish, I thought we played a great hockey game. It’s 
disappointing to lose 2-1, but you play like that most nights, you'll get 
success." 

Frank Vatrano debuts in the top six 

Just past 24 hours after arriving in a trade from the Florida Panthers, the 
Rangers didn't hesitate about thrusting Frank Vatrano into a prominent 
role. 

The 28-year-old forward, who was acquired Wednesday in exchange for 
the later of the Rangers' two 2022 fourth-round draft picks, was 
immediately inserted into the coveted right-wing spot on the second line 
next to Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome. 

"It means a lot for them to trust my game and to know what I bring to the 
table," Vatrano said. "It shows the belief that they have me. It's my job to 
obviously stay there and provide scoring and energy and physicality." 

He described Panarin and Strome as "two world-class players," with 
Gallant hoping that Vatrano's combination of speed and a potent left-
handed shot will mesh well with the high-end playmaking abilities of the 
other two. 

"Just want to give him a chance," Gallant explained. "He's a guy that 
scores goals and shoots the puck real well. Hopefully they'll give him 
some good passes and he'll be able to bury some chances." 

Trouba is familiar with Vatrano from their time together with the U.S. 
National Team Development Program, calling him "a good person, good 
character (and) good player." 

"He's quick (and) he can shoot the puck really well," he added. "He can 
lay some hits at times. He plays the game hard, so I think that’s what he’ll 
bring." 

Vatrano spent parts of five seasons with the Panthers, saying, "Florida 
was my home." But the depth of that team, particularly at forward, had 
pushed him down in the lineup while averaging just 12:12 time on ice per 
game. 

Despite not having practiced yet with the Rangers, they threw him into 
the fire for 14:47 and believe he has top-six upside. Whether he sticks in 
that role is partially dependent on what else they do before Monday's 
trade deadline, but he's getting an early opportunity to state his case. 

"You know it’s a team that's playing for a Stanley Cup and has been a 
great team all year," Vatrano said. "I'm just coming here to help out and 
provide depth for this team, whether that’s scoring goals or being an 
energy force every single night. That's a consistent part of my game I 
have to bring every single night." 

'An unfortunate bounce' 
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The East Longmeadow, Mass. native seemed to provide a spark, as the 
Blueshirts looked energized in the early going and peppered Sorokin with 
22 shots in the first two periods. 

One of them came 5:22 into the first period on a pass from Vatrano to a 
wide-open Panarin. What looked like a sure goal was stunningly stopped 
by a lunging Sorokin, who blocked the puck with his outreached stick to 
prevent Vatrano from earning his first point with his new team. 

"I just saw there was an open net, but I didn’t know how much space 
there was," he said. "We watched the replay. You’ve got to tip your hat to 
him. That's a big turning point in the game." 

Sorokin would go on to save each of the first 21 shots he faced, a healthy 
mix of breakaways, one-timers and otherwise. But not to be outdone by 
his Russian rival was Igor Shesterkin. 

The Rangers' goalie allowed a power-play goal to Anders Lee just 49 
seconds into the second period, but was strong for most of the evening 
and did some of his best work in the third prior to Palmieri's goal. He 
finished with 26 saves. 

"They were both great," Gallant said of the goalies. "They both made 
some real good saves, and (Sorokin) was outstanding." 

Chris Kreider finally cracked Sorokin's code to tie the score at 1-1 with 
6:22 remaining in the second. 

He had been denied on his first three shots on goal, but the fourth time 
was the charm. He finished a cross-ice feed from Alexis Lafrenière with a 
wrister that beat Sorokin on the stick side, pushing his career-high goals 
total to nice, round number: 40. 

It also marked the 21st power-play goal of the season for Kreider, which 
ranks first in the NHL. 

That looked like it could have propelled the Rangers to their 21st 
comeback win of the season, but an unlucky sequence in the final 
minutes led to Palmieri's winning goal. 

Defenseman Ryan Lindgren was taken out of the play by an elbow to the 
face from Oliver Wahlstrom, which left the Rangers down a man and led 
to what Gallant called "an unfortunate bounce" after Ryan Pulock flung a 
puck toward the net and Palmieri whacked it in. 

The coach didn't take issue with the non-call on the elbow to Lindgren's 
head as much as he did with a few earlier penalties against the Rangers. 

"I had more of a problem on our two penalties that were called in earlier 
in the game – the Strome roughing and then the (Barclay) Goodrow 
hooking," he said. "I think the referees did a good job. Low penalties are 
good, but I just didn’t like the two calls against us. I didn't see penalties 
on those ones, but they’ve got a tough job to do." 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Where does newly acquired Frank Vatrano 
fit? 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

There's been a glaring need for the New York Rangers to improve their 
forward depth, with the first step toward addressing that coming when 
they acquired Frank Vatrano from the Florida Panthers on Wednesday. 

With five days to go until Monday's NHL trade deadline, there's a good 
chance that team president Chris Drury isn't done. One of the top players 
that had been floated in recent months was taken off the board 
Wednesday night, when Tomas Hertl agreed to sign an eight-year, $65.1 

million extension with the San Jose Sharks. And while that leaves few 
star-caliber trade targets available, the Rangers are very much in the 
market for another middle-six forward. 

Anaheim's Rickard Rakell, Arizona's Phil Kessel and Winnipeg's Andrew 
Copp are some of the names to monitor, but multiple people with 
knowledge of the situation have told lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY 
Network, that Drury is involved in talks with several teams and weighing 
a variety of possibilities. In other words, the front office is hunkered down 
and focused on further improving the Rangers' playoff-bound roster. 

"I don't think it's surprising anybody that we're going to make moves, 
whether it's one move or whatever else come down to the (road)," head 
coach Gerard Gallant said prior to Thursday's 7 p.m. home game against 
the Islanders. "It's no big surprise. I feel a lot better today. We added 
another piece to our team and he's pretty good hockey player and he can 
score some goals and play a good, 200-foot game. It definitely makes 
your team (feel good), especially with the injures we've had." 

RANGERS-ISLES PREDICTION:Odds and lines for Thursday night's 
game 

FIRST TRADE: Rangers acquire forward Frank Vatrano 

TAKEAWAYS: Adam Fox fuels comeback win No. 20 

Vatrano was an attractive target because he represents a bottom-six 
upgrade for the relatively low cost of a 2022 fourth-round pick. 

The Blueshirts are in a unique position because they have more salary 
cap space than any of the other teams looking to add. That made them 
an appealing trade partner for the Panthers, who used some of the cap 
space they cleared to pull off a deal with the Montreal Canadiens for 
defenseman Ben Chiarot later in the day. 

Even after picking up Vatrano's expiring contract at cap hit of $2.533 
million, the Rangers have close to $30 million in remaining space this 
season. Drury can afford to pursue any rental he wants — and he has 
plenty of firepower to do it after giving up just one low-level asset to get 
Vatrano. 

Therefore, the final look of the lineup remains a work in progress. But the 
newest addition provides Gallant with options. 

"He's got a great shot," Gallant said. "He's quick. He skates. He can 
score some goals. He hasn't played a whole lot of minutes in Florida with 
the team they have down there, and we're excited. It’s a good opportunity 
for us and a good opportunity for him." 

The undrafted 28-year-old has experience playing both wings, with 
Gallant noting that they're comfortable playing him on either side. The 
Rangers' bigger need is currently on the right, with the most coveted spot 
on the second line next to Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome. Vatrano 
could temporarily slot in there, but in the long run, it's more likely that 
Kaapo Kakko (or another trade acquisition) will fill that role. 

The hunch is that Gallant will stick with Dryden Hunt until the deadline 
dust settles. He has four points in his last four games, not to mention that 
Panarin has eight points in his last two games while playing with Hunt. 

Vatrano's final destination is almost surely the third line, so they may as 
well start the process of building chemistry with No. 3 center Filip Chytil 
now. The hope is that they'll form a speedy duo, with Vatrano's plus left-
handed shot providing some of the offensive punch that line has been 
lacking. He's scored 10 goals through 49 games after netting 16 or more 
in each of the previous three seasons. 

"We always talk about getting more pucks to the net and he's a guy that 
likes to shoot the puck," Gallant said. "He can score goals with that shot, 
so we're looking forward to that." 

The next question is who plays on the other wing, with Barclay Goodrow 
as a leading candidate. He's the most proven option, but don't be 
surprised if Gallant opts to leave Jonny Brodzinski on the third line for the 
time being. 
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The AHL Hartford captain has provided a noticeable spark in the last six 
games, including a goal in Tuesday's 4-3 overtime win over the Ducks, to 
quickly earned Gallant's trust. 

"He catches my eye almost every shift," Gallant said of Brodzinski. "He 
plays quick. He plays fast. He knows our systems and he works hard." 

A Brodzinski-Chytil-Vatrano line is a possibility for Thursday, with Gallant 
confirming that Vatrano will make his debut while Julien Gauthier comes 
out as a healthy scratch. 

That would allow Goodrow to reunite on a checking line with Greg 
McKegg and Ryan Reaves, as the Rangers inch toward achieving the 
balance they've been longing for in their lineup. 

NY Rangers projected lineup: Game 61 vs. Islanders 

When: Thursday, Mar. 17 at 7 p.m. 

Where: Madison Square Garden 

TV/Radio: MSG/98.7 FM 

Forwards 

First line → Chris Kreider (LW) • Mika Zibanejad (C) • Alexis Lafrenière 
(RW) 

Second line → Artemi Panarin (LW) • Ryan Strome (C) • Frank Vatrano 
(RW) 

Third line → Barclay Goodrow (LW) • Filip Chytil (C) • Dryden Hunt (RW) 

Fourth line → Greg McKegg (LW) • Jonny Brodzinski (C) • Ryan Reaves 
(RW) 

Defense 

Top pair → Ryan Lindgren (L) • Adam Fox (R) 

Second pair → K'Andre Miller (L) • Jacob Trouba (R) 

Third pair → Patrik Nemeth (L) • Braden Schneider (R) 

Goalies 

Starter → Igor Shesterkin 

Backup → Alexandar Georgiev 

Healthy scratches: Julien Gauthier (F) and Libor Hájek (D) 

Injured: Sammy Blais (right ACL), Kaapo Kakko (upper body) and Kevin 
Rooney (upper body) 

NOTE: This lineup is subject to change 
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Isles top Rangers in thriller on late Palmieri goal 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

That was a fun way to spend St. Patrick’s Day – for Islander fans, 
anyway. 

The Rangers and Islanders got together on Thursday for only the second 
time this season, and with the Isles fully healthy this time, and the 
Rangers bolstered by their new trade acquisition, Frank Vatrano, the fans 
at Madison Square Garden were treated to a fast-paced, end-to-end 
affair that ended with the visitors riding the hot goaltending of Ilya Sorokin 
to thrilling 2-1 victory. 

Kyle Palmieri deflected in a shot from Ryan Pulock past Igor Shesterkin 
with 2:44 remaining to break a 1-1 tie. The Rangers were upset that a 
moment before, the Islanders’ Oliver Wahlstrom had appeared to catch 
Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren in the mouth with an elbow, but no 
penalty was called. 

As the Islanders’ hopes for a playoff spot become less and less realistic, 
games like this one against the Rangers are increasingly the only things 
they have real reason to get up for. The win for the Islanders evened the 
series at 1-1, with two more contests remaining. 

The game had been rescheduled from Nov. 28, when the Islanders were 
in the throes of COVID-19 hell. The Rangers had beaten them, 4-1, in 
UBS Arena on the night before Thanksgiving, at a time when the Isles 
were missing eight regulars due to COVID and other injury. The teams 
were supposed to play again that Sunday, but the game was postponed 
to Thursday. 

The victory for the Islanders lifted them above NHL .500, at 25-24-9, 
while the Rangers’ two-game winning streak was stopped. They fell to 
38-18-5, and fell out of a tie with the Pittsburgh Penguins and into third 
place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Vatrano, a 5-11, 197-pound forward acquired Wednesday from the 
Florida Panthers in exchange for a fourth-round pick in this summer’s 
NHL draft, made his Rangers debut on the right wing of the Artemi 
Panarin-Ryan Strome line. 

"I think he's pretty excited,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said in his 
pregame media briefing Thursday of Vatrano. "He seemed to be really 
excited this morning, and looking forward to an opportunity and playing 
more minutes, obviously.’’ 

Vatrano had been playing in a fourth-line role with the Panthers, and had 
scored 10 goals and nine assists in 49 games. But he figured to get a lot 
more ice time with the Rangers, who needed more offensive production 
from their bottom two lines, in addition to getting a right winger for Strome 
and Panarin who could score a goal now and again. 

Vatrano looked just fine playing with Panarin and Strome. He had an 
energetic first period, recording one shot on goal and one blocked shot – 
which looked like it hurt him – on the same shift. But neither team scored 
in a fast-paced, end-to-end opening 20 minutes. 

The Islanders opened the scoring with a power-play goal by Anders Lee, 
who beat Shesterkin high on the glove side from the slot 49 seconds into 
the second period, one second before a penalty to Barclay Goodrow 
expired. The Rangers, though, tied it with a power-play goal by Chris 
Kreider for his 40th goal of the season – and league-best 21st power-
play goal. 

But that was it, and the teams were tied going into the third period. The 
Rangers had a slight edge in some on the stat sheet – a 22-18 lead in 
shots on goal, a 16-8 lead in faceoff wins, and a 21-17 edge in hits, led 
by Ryan Reaves, who had seven. 
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Gallant happy to have Vatrano join the Rangers 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

There’s probably no better way to jump right into being a New York 
Ranger than to play your first game in a Blueshirt in the most important 
rivalry game of all, against the Islanders, before a raucous crowd at 
Madison Square Garden on St. Patrick’s Day. 
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That’s how Frank Vatrano made his debut Thursday after being traded to 
the Rangers on Wednesday from the Florida Panthers in exchange for a 
fourth-round pick in this summer’s NHL draft. 

"I think he's pretty excited,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said in his 
pregame media briefing Thursday of Vatrano. "He seemed to be really 
excited this morning, and looking forward to an opportunity and playing 
more minutes, obviously.’’ 

Vatrano had been playing in a fourth-line role with the Panthers, who 
were leading the Atlantic Division and holding second place in the overall 
league standings before Thursday’s games. He had 10 goals and nine 
assists in 49 games for the Panthers, but he figured to get a lot more ice 
time with the Rangers than he did in Florida. 

Before Thursday's game, Gallant wouldn’t pinpoint exactly where Vatrano 
was slotted in the lineup, but said he would play in right wing on either 
the second line, with Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome, or the third line, 
centered by Filip Chytil. In warmups, Vatrano skated with Panarin and 
Strome, which bumped Dryden Hunt down to the Chytil line with Barclay 
Goodrow. 

Florida needed to move Vatrano, who will be an unrestricted free agent 
this summer, in order to create salary cap space to subsequently make a 
trade to acquire defenseman Ben Chiarot from Montreal. But at least the 
Panthers did Vatrano a favor by sending him to the Rangers, as opposed 
to dispatching him to someplace like Montreal or Arizona or Buffalo, 
where he’d have no opportunity to play in the postseason. The Rangers 
were 38-17-5 entering Thursday's game and clearly are headed for the 
playoffs, 

"He's coming to a real good team in New York also, but he's leaving a 
team that, you know, everybody talks about (as having) a real good 
chance to win the Cup,’’ Gallant said. "But he seemed to be really excited 
this morning.’’ 

Gallant seemed excited, too, to add a player who figured to help fix the 
problem his team has had with generating goals in 5-on-5 situations. He 
called the acquisition of Vatrano "positive news.’’ 

"He's got a great shot. He's quick. He skates, scores some goals,’’ 
Gallant said. "He hasn't played a whole lot of minutes in Florida with the 
team they have down there, and you know, we're excited. So it’s good 
opportunity for us, and a good opportunity for him.’’ 

Gallant also hinted that acquiring Vatrano might not be the last thing the 
Rangers do before Monday’s trade deadline. After declaring themselves 
to be rebuilding in February 2018, the Rangers have built a playoff team 
for the first time since 2017, and has more available salary cap space 
than it needs to bring in significant reinforcements. 

"I don't think it's surprising to anybody that we're going to make moves, 
whether it's one move, or whatever else comes down to the (road) here,’’ 
Gallant said. "It's no big surprise. So, I feel a lot better today. I mean, we 
added another piece to our team, and he's pretty good hockey player, 
and can score some goals, and play a good 200-foot game. It definitely 
makes your team better, for sure.’’ 

And GM Chris Drury has a cupboard full of prospects at his disposal to 
give up in exchange for the right players to fortify the roster. Most likely, 
he isn’t done dealing yet. 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 03.18.2022 

1238604 New York Rangers 

 

Isles' Sorokin wins Round 2 of budding rivalry with Rangers' Shesterkin 

 

Andrew Gross 

 

The second installment of what figures to be a lengthy NHL rivalry 
between the Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin and the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin, 
longtime friends, KHL rivals and Team Russia teammates, exceeded the 
considerable hype. 

Both were brilliant in the Islanders’ 2-1 win on Thursday night at Madison 
Square Garden. Sorokin stopped 29 shots, including a candidate for save 
of the season, and Shesterkin made 26 saves. 

"Didn’t want to talk about it too much before the game and put that 
pressure on Ilya," Mathew Barzal said. "But I think everyone knows these 
two stars in New York City, both similar goaltenders. You see Ilya 
stretching out. Igor stretching out. It was fun to be a part of, honestly, to 
watch those two go at it tonight." 

Sorokin, splaying backwards, reached out with his paddle to rob Artemi 
Panarin on a wide-open look from the left at 5:22 of the first period. 

"It might have been one of the best, if not the best save I’ve seen in a 
long time," Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. "And I’ve been around a 
long time. 

"Unfortunately, we expect that. Just as the Rangers probably expect that 
from their goaltender." 

Before the game, Trotz speculated Sorokin-Shesterkin could come to 
define the heated New York rivalry the way Sidney Crosby vs. Alex 
Ovechkin does the Penguins-Capitals. 

"Yeah, it lived up to it for one game," Trotz said. "They’re just starting out 
and it’s pretty exciting for the game of hockey and this area, especially, 
because of the proximity." 

It was only the second time Sorokin and Shesterkin had faced each other 
since coming over from Russia after the Islanders’ 3-2 overtime win at 
Nassau Coliseum on April 11, 2021. Sorokin made 24 saves in that game 
while Shesterkin, now a candidate for both the Vezina Trophy as the 
NHL’s top goalie and the Hart Trophy as the league’s MVP, stopped 29 
shots. 

Thursday was only Sorokin’s second appearance at the Garden and he 
was much more prepared this time. He made his surprise NHL debut 
against the Rangers on Jan. 16, 2021 — the Islanders’ second game of 
last season — in a 5-0 loss after expected starter Semyon Varlamov was 
injured in warmups when he was struck by Cal Clutterbuck’s shot. 
Alexandar Georgiev started that night for the Rangers. 

Sorokin and Shesterkin, both 26, have been friends since they were 17 
and met at a Team Russia camp. Sorokin was born in Mezhdurechensk, 
Russia, and grew up in Novokuznetsk, about a 50-hour drive from 
Shesterkin’s native Moscow. Sorokin starred for CSKA Moscow in the 
KHL and Shesterkin did the same for rival SKA St. Petersburgh. 

"Yeah, they were both great," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "They 
both made some real good saves and [Sorokin] was outstanding. I 
remember a few, the save on Panarin in the first period." 

In the second period, Sorokin made point-blank saves on Chris Kreider, 
Filip Chytil and Jonny Brodzinski before denying Kreider on a breakaway. 

Shesterkin stopped Clutterbuck’s shorthanded breakaway just before 
Kreider finally connected on the power play at 13:38 of the second 
period. Shesterkin also stuffed Barzal’s short-side attempt on the power 
play at 18:01 of the second period and Brock Nelson at the post at 8:59 
of the third period to keep the score tied at 1. 

"That’s a great hockey game," Islanders captain Anders Lee said. "Back 
and forth, lots of good chances on either side. Big saves on either side." 

Sorokin improved to 21-12-7 with a 2.30 goals-against average and a 
.926 save percentage. Shesterkin is now 29-8-3 with a 2.07 GAA and 
.938 save percentage but just 1-5-1 against the Islanders. 
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Frank Vatrano shows what he adds to the Rangers lineup in a solid debut 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

Frank Vatrano should have had an assist on his second shift as a 
Ranger. A player known as a volume shooter, he passed up a decent 
look on his off-wing to find Artemi Panarin across the ice Thursday — a 
day after being acquired from the Panthers for a fourth-round pick. Only a 
save-of-the-year candidate from Ilya Sorokin kept Vatrano from the score 
sheet. And even if it did, it’s already apparent that the newest Ranger has 
the wheels and vision to keep up with the team’s top-end forwards. 

“Just bring your effort, work hard, skate and your instincts will take over,” 
Vatrano said of jumping right into the Rangers lineup after a cross-
country flight (the Panthers are in California right now) Wednesday and 
having only a pregame meeting to get acquainted with his new team and 
its system. “You’ve got a job to do.” 

The job for Gerard Gallant is certainly easier with Vatrano in the fold. 
Rangers general manager Chris Drury still has 72 hours to make any 
other additions, and sources around the league say that Drury is not 
done shopping. But even in the short term, Vatrano gives Gallant a 
deeper forward group that can be much more of a four-line rotation. 

That’s how the Rangers played it Thursday in a firecracker of a game 
that ended as a 2-1 loss. Sorokin stood tall, Igor Shesterkin made his 
usual collection of good saves, the Rangers were quicker to pucks for the 
majority of the game and it was a physical battle all the way through — a 
proper addition to the Islanders-Rangers rivalry. The only thing missing 
was a point or two. 

Gallant put Vatrano with Panarin and Ryan Strome. According to Natural 
Stat Trick, that line played the most together at five-on-five, getting 11:01. 
The line had a 42.1 percent shot share, worst among the four regular 
Ranger lines — but that’s actually encouraging since Gallant rolled his 12 
forwards pretty consistently throughout the night and seemed to have 
some rhythm going with his bottom six. 

Filip Chytil was around the net a lot — another good sign. His work with 
Barclay Goodrow and Dryden Hunt was strong, and Hunt in particular 
looked good in a role better suited to his skills. The Greg McKegg-Jonny 
Brodzinski-Ryan Reaves fourth line got pretty regular usage, and Reaves 
was in the middle of a couple of scrums, matching some of the Isles’ 
vaunted fourth line at times. 

Vatrano was mired in a bottom-six role with Florida just a couple of 
seasons removed from scoring 24 goals, and he still had 10 goals in 49 
games while averaging 11:24 a game with the Panthers. The group of 
Rangers forwards who average under 12 minutes a night barely have 10 
goals between them. 

“He’s got good speed and he’s a pure shooter,” one of his former NHL 
coaches said on Wednesday. The coach asked not to be named since he 
is still behind an NHL bench. “He can play both wings, special teams, can 
be a pain in the ass when needed. It’s a good addition for them.” 

Frank Vatrano (Danny Wild / USA Today) 

Vatrano played 14:48 on Thursday and should be right around there if 
Gallant keeps him with Panarin and Strome. Kaapo Kakko still has some 
time to go before he returns from injury, so Vatrano may hold down that 
second-line right wing spot for a while depending on what Drury does 
before the Monday trade deadline. Kevin Rooney is also still out for a bit, 
but when he returns, the fourth line looks a bit more formidable as well. 
Rooney could naturally take Brodzinski’s spot in the middle, but 
Brodzinski is still showing enough speed and motor to be a real option on 
either fourth-line wing so McKegg or Reaves could sit. 

Drury has had conversations on some major additions in the past weeks. 
J.T. Miller would alter the Rangers’ top six quite a bit, but it seems he’s 
off the market now. Rickard Rakell is still likely in play and on the 
Rangers’ radar. He’d slot into one of those top-six right wing spots and 
juggle some players around as well. But Vatrano has already proven he 
can play wherever needed on the Panthers and, even in a third-line role 
with Chytil, could add to the lineup. 

“I’m just coming here to help out and provide depth to this team, whether 
that’s scoring goals or being an energy force every night,” Vatrano said. 
“That’s a consistent part of my game I have to bring every single night.” 

It’s not a major trade, but it could be a pretty significant upgrade. Vatrano 
only had two shot attempts Thursday, but the more he plays with Panarin 
and Strome, the more he’ll know where to be. 

The Rangers forwards are better now. That’s a win, even without two 
points on Thursday. 
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Lightning end road trip with convincing win over Kraken 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

4-5 minutes 17/03/2022 

 

Given the bounty of dangerous weapons the Lightning possess on the 
power play, the drought they’ve had lately is difficult to explain. 

Tampa Bay has had its share of bumps on its longest road trip of the 
season — slow starts, too many penalties and quiet nights from its top 
scorers. But going into the second period Wednesday night in Seattle 
against the expansion Kraken, the Lightning’s 0-for-16 slump on the 
power play during the trip was glaring. 

In a game that included 11 penalties, special teams played a key role, 
and the Lightning emerged from their power-play drought on the back of 
two man-advantage goals by defenseman Victor Hedman in a 4-1 win at 
Climate Pledge Arena. 

The Lightning ended their six-game road trip, which included a season-
high three-game losing streak in western Canada, with consecutive wins, 
going 3-3-0. 

“The last couple of games, especially tonight, after the first period getting 
out of the penalty trouble there, I thought we, for the most part, had good 
possession of the game,” said Lightning captain Steven Stamkos. 

Stamkos, who was playing in his 900th NHL game, registered three 
primary assists, setting up both of Hedman’s power-play scores. 

The Lightning (39-15-6) still committed five penalties, including two in the 
first 2½ minutes of the game that led to Seattle’s 1-0 lead on former 
Lightning forward Yanni Gourde’s goal on a 5-on-3 power play. 

“If there was a flaw in our game tonight, it was the penalties,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. “We were very fortunate. Ironically, Gordo gets 
the goal on us, but to get away with only giving up one, it’s a good job by 
the PK. But the penalties, we’ve got to be better 

After Stamkos fed Nikita Kucherov on a 2-on-1 rush for a tying goal in the 
first — Kucherov’s first goal in his past eight games — Hedman rocketed 
a 95 mph slap shot from inside the blue line into the back of the net 
nearside. The shot was aided by Corey Perry’s screen that took away 
Seattle goaltender Philipp Grubauer’s line of sight, 8:48 into the second 
period. 
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“When you go through a little cold stretch (on the power play), it just feels 
like things are never going to go in,” Stamkos said. “And even tonight, we 
had a couple of power-play goals, we probably could have had more. 
(Brayden Point) had some good chances. Kuch, a couple of good looks. 

“So the chances are there. It’s about sticking with it. And tonight we 
needed special teams to help us win.” 

The Lightning got a huge goal from Anthony Cirelli 23 seconds into the 
third period, a chance created by Point’s charge to the net. 

Point parted two Seattle defenders chasing down a loose puck in the 
offensive zone. His backhanded shot was stopped by Grubauer, but it 
took the goaltender out of position. Cirelli’s backhanded shot found its 
way past several Kraken players in the crease and by Grubauer 
retreating back into position. 

Stamkos found Hedman again in the third, this time in the high slot, 
giving the Lightning a three-goal lead with 5:34 left in the game. Hedman 
ended the road trip with six goals in six games, giving him 17 on the 
season and tying him with Nashville’s Roman Josi for second-most 
among all defensemen. 

“Teams obviously can’t cover all of us (on the power play) when we’re on 
the ice,” Stamkos said. “And when (Hedman) starts bombing away from 
up top, that’s when things just open up. Even if he shoots and it doesn’t 
go in ... rebounds, retrievals, that’s when the seam passes become 
effective. As of right now, just trying to get the pucks in the guy’s hands 
that are hot. He’s been probably our hottest goal scorer of late.” 

The Tampa Bay Times has commemorated the Lightning’s second 
consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 
Striking Twice. Order now. 

Sign up for Lightning Strikes, a weekly newsletter from Bolts beat writer 
Eduardo A. Encina that brings you closer to the ice. 
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Business notes: PHF teams with agency, NHL pushing for women's 
leagues partnership 

 

Sean Shapiro 

 

When it comes to supporting women’s hockey, the NHL and 
commissioner Gary Bettman have long maintained the view that there 
needs to be a one-league solution and not competing entities for the best 
players in the world. 

This is why the NHL has asked the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association (PWHPA) and the Premier Hockey Federation (PHF) 
to meet and come together for an agreement to work together, which was 
first reported by Sportsnet’s Jeff Marek and confirmed by The Athletic. 

The PWHPA, which includes all of the Olympians from the United States 
and Canada, was formed in 2019 when the world’s elite players left the 
PHF (then the NWHL) after the CWHL folded, and has been working 
toward building a professional league that pays players enough to be full-
time professional athletes. 

Coming out of the 2022 Olympics, the PWHPA was hopeful to use the 
momentum from the popularity of the women’s tournament to build that 
league. The PHF has been doing its work to sustain viability and turn 
back into an attractive option for the world’s best players, recently 
committing $25 million over the next three seasons, plus health 
insurance and 10 percent equity in teams for the players. 

And earlier this week the PHF announced a strategic development 
partnership with sports agency Octagon, with designs of growing and 
pushing the league forward in various facets. 

Through the deal, Octagon is effectively a hands-on advisor for the PHF 
and will assist in helping name a new commissioner after Tyler Tumminia 
steps down from her post at the conclusion of this season. 

It’s also important to note that this is a partnership with the league, not 
PHF players. Octagon could, in theory, work out individual deals with 
players through the talent arm of its agency, but this deal is simply about 
growing things from a league level. 

Susie Piotrkowski, Head of Women’s Team Sports at Octagon, is running 
the initiative for the agency. Piotrkowski has also done branding and 
marketing work for the NWSL and WTA within the past year, helping 
promote both organizations and secure partnerships. 

“The PHF is hugely invested, and wants to bring in experts and 
specialists to share what we know and help us elevate what we don’t 
know,” Piotrkowski said. “On all the areas of need, they have been open 
to saying help us make our league a better, safer, sustainable place for 
these women.” 

The lack of creating that place in the past led to the current schism in 
women’s hockey between the PWHPA and the PHF, previously known 
as the NWHL. While the PHF is trying to promote and improve its 
product, the best players in the world still aren’t willing to play in the 
league, and many view the PHF as an option that isn’t viable for a truly 
professional label. 

Piotrkowski said she believes the PHF can be part of the solution for the 
players in the PWHPA, but it requires the conversation that the NHL is 
reportedly now pushing for. 

“I wasn’t involved in many of these iterations (of the league) in the past, 
but I think the intention always is to bring everyone together,” Piotrkowski 
said. “I think it’s realistic to think that everyone wants to have one strong 
and stable solution. How we get there, I’m not entirely sure but I know 
with our role, we’re going to create an infrastructure and help contribute 
to a solution that helps as many women as positively as possible.” 

While the one-league narrative was true when the CWHL and NWHL 
were competing leagues, PWHPA members view a future where a 
league with the best players and the PHF can both exist, albeit with the 
PHF in a lesser or minor-league category. Jayna Hefford has confirmed 
as much to The Athletic, noting that it would be great if both leagues 
could exist, but that PWHPA players are looking for something that’s truly 
professional. 

From a business perspective, NHL teams have tread lightly when it 
comes to investing in women’s professional hockey. While every NHL 
team has promoted girls’ hockey in their market, teams have been 
hesitant to truly dive into the professional space without the leadership of 
the NHL giving the green light. 

Some teams have been more involved than others, and it’s expected that 
some of those teams would be the ones more likely to make a larger 
investment in women’s hockey if the NHL as a whole also took part. 

3ICE on track 

There will be another men’s league in North America this summer. 

3ICE, a summer 3-on-3 league will make its debut in June after delaying 
its inaugural season from 2021 to 2022 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It’s a circuit league, with eight regular-season stops followed 
by a championship weekend in Las Vegas in August. Each week six 
teams consisting of six skaters and a goalie will compete in 3-on-3 
games to crown a champion for that stop, with four teams qualifying for 
the championship weekend. 

3ICE has a prize pool of $2.2 million for the season, with roughly $1 
million being spread out over the first eight weeks. Another $1 million will 
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be awarded on championship weekend, while other superlatives (top 
goalie, top scorer, for example) will also have financial implications. 

According to 3ICE founder E.J Johnston, the top players in the league 
will make around $150,000 for the 10 week season depending on how 
well respective teams do. 

3ICE is expected to have 55 players on its roster between the six teams 
and a taxi squad, and Johnston said the players typically fit into one of 
three categories — 

the ex-NHLer, the North American playing in Europe, and the young 
players out college or junior that haven’t been signed. 3ICE’s first five 
signings were announced on Thursday, former NHL players in David 
Booth, Chris Bourque, Chris Conner, TJ Hensick, and Aaron Palushaj. 

The full roster of players is going to be released after a draft in late May, 
and Johnston said he expects to sign about “10 to 20” recent college 
players from the NCAA or Canadian University ranks that haven’t signed 
other professional contracts once their collegiate season ends. 

3ICE has already secured TV deals with CBS Sports in the United 
States. The championship weekend will be on CBS, TSN in Canada, and 
ESPN International outside of North America. The league also has 
sponsorship deals for equipment. The players will be required to provide 
their own skates. And the league will be signing a deal with a sports 
betting partner soon. 

Players will have airfare and hotel covered for each weekend, while 
Johnston has also hired equipment and medical teams with NHL 
experience. 

Location-wise, 3ICE is going to be in a mix of NHL and smaller buildings 
for its first season. There will be events in Pittsburgh and Nashville at 
NHL arenas, while college, AHL or junior buildings have been booked in 
Denver, Grand Rapids, Hershey, London, and Quebec City. Opening 
weekend and the championship will be held at Orleans Arena in Las 
Vegas, which was the temporary home this season for the Henderson 
Silver Knights. 

TV musings 

The Heritage Classic is a more Canadian-centric outdoor game but still 
drew strong viewing numbers in the United States. 

The game, which the Buffalo Sabres won 5-2, averaged 348,000 viewers 
on TNT, with a peak viewership time of 417,000 between 6:45 and 7 pm. 
The Buffalo market was a high driver of viewership for the game, which 
was expected since Buffalo is typically one of the top markets for hockey 
viewers in the United States. 

It was a strong kickoff to the playoff stretch for TNT, which will have 
Sunday games regularly for the remainder of the season. 

It was also the debut of Wayne Gretzky in the TV booth as an analyst, 
which drew mixed reviews from viewers. Gretzky’s role was more of a 
storyteller than an analyst, which worked as a novel concept for a one-
off, but with any regularity, it would take away from the coverage of the 
game. 

For Gretzky, being at the outdoor game in person was important to him. 
Last month he told The Athletic that he was disappointed he wasn’t able 
to attend either the Winter Classic or the Stadium Series game in person, 
because the studio show has remained in Atlanta because of COVID-19 
travel restrictions. 

ESPN, the other national TV partner in the United States, will beef up its 
coverage of the NHL trade deadline this season. ESPN will air a five-hour 
trade deadline special from noon to 5 pm, which will air on ESPN+ and 
be simulcast on ESPN2 from 2 to 4 pm. Before noon ESPN+ will be 
airing TSN’s TradeCentre. 

Sean Shapiro is a staff writer for The Athletic covering NHL Business. He 
previously covered the Dallas Stars for The Athletic. He covered the 
Stars organization from 2012-20 for various organizations, first as an 

AHL beat writer before re-locating to Dallas before the 2016-17 season. 
Sean previously worked for NHL.com, Wrong Side of the Red Line, 
Associated Press, Austin American-Statesman, and several other 
publications. Follow Sean on Twitter @seanshapiro. 
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The legend of Phil Kessel's poker-playing casino nights in Pittsburgh: 
'The nice guy at the table' 

 

Josh Yohe 

 

It’s a rainy Monday in Pittsburgh, and all is quiet at Rivers Casino. The 
weeknight crowd slowly files in, but it’s a dead night. 

Once upon a time, a very familiar figure used to provide some spice on 
such evenings. He’d walk into the casino a little before sunset, wearing a 
ballcap and sweatpants and carrying a bag of cash. 

A security guard stands near the poker tables and points to one in 
particular. 

“That’s where my guy Mr. Kessel liked to play,” he said. “Damn. We miss 
that guy. Nice fellow.” 

Phil Kessel’s four years in Pittsburgh were legendary. He helped the 
Penguins win the Stanley Cup twice, he scored 110 regular-season goals 
and 20 postseason goals, and, along the way, became a folk hero. 

Those who frequent the North Side casino knew the drill. 

If the Penguins were in town, and if it wasn’t a game night, Kessel would 
appear around dinner time. And he wasn’t there to play penny slots. 

“Phil likes to play poker,” said Jim Rutherford, his former general 
manager who now runs the show in Vancouver. “It’s not like we didn’t 
know. And there’s nothing wrong with it. He literally would just enjoy 
playing poker with Pittsburghers. I think that was part of his charm. Just 
one of the people. He’s got his people, you know? Kind of like a fan club. 
He’s got a group of people in Pittsburgh who absolutely love the guy, and 
I am one of them.” 

‘He has balls, and he has a lot of money’ 

Rick Tocchet has been called the Kessel whisperer. Coaching Kessel 
can be a bit of a challenge. 

“He’ll drive you nuts if you let him,” Tocchet said. “But he’s a good guy. 
He’s a friend.” 

They are such friends, in fact, that Tocchet has shared a poker table or 
two with Kessel. 

“I’d walk in the casino after a game,” Tocchet said. “And one of the 
security guys would come up to me and say, ‘Your guy, Phil, was just in 
here. Nice guy.’ And I would just laugh. It’s his stress reliever, to be 
honest. I don’t know what Phil would do if he didn’t have poker. But it’s 
good for him, in a way. You don’t always say that about people and 
poker, but he needs that stress release.” 

Kessel became very well-liked at Rivers Casino. Fellow poker players 
knew who he was, of course, but weren’t exactly asking for autographs at 
the poker table. It was all business. 

“He wasn’t afraid to go all in,” a well-known Pittsburgh-area attorney said. 
“But he was an honest player. Competitive as hell. He’d lose money — 
like, a lot of money — and would just whip out some more. He’d usually 
get it back. He was pretty good. We’d always sit and laugh at the table 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 18, 2022 

 

because he was being so aggressive. It was like, ‘Whoa, dude. It’s still 
early.’ He’d just shrug his shoulders and go all in.” 

Sipping on a beer and holding thousands in cash, Kessel became well-
known for being aggressive at the poker table. 

“I think Phil’s a good player,” Tocchet said. “I don’t think he’s a great 
poker player, but he thinks he’s great. And here’s the thing you have to 
understand about Phil: He has balls, and he has a lot of money. So, he’s 
not afraid to lose big, which can be an advantage in a casino. And you 
aren’t going to bluff Phil. He’s not scared of anyone at the table. He’s got 
money. A lot of money.” 

Kessel has played in the World Series of Poker every year since 2012. 
He doesn’t have many well-known passions in life, but among them are 
hockey, golf and poker. 

And winning. He’s won some modest totals in the WSOP, eclipsing over 
$20,000 in his supplemental career. 

“I’ve played with him before,” Tocchet said. “I always enjoyed it. We’d be 
at the same table in Pittsburgh, or in Vegas. He’s always well-liked at the 
table. Good ethics. Sometimes, poker players can be tough. I don’t really 
like playing poker because I find a lot of big-time poker players to be kind 
of rude and disrespectful. But Phil? He was the nice guy at the table. The 
friendly guy. The laidback guy. He still wanted to beat you, but he was 
cool about it. People would be watching, and they knew who he was. But 
especially in Pittsburgh, people are so respectful. They’d just stand there 
and watch him play, but wouldn’t say much.” 

‘He doesn’t like morning skates, anyway’ 

On the surface, it doesn’t sound great for a professional athlete. 

Casinos. Poker. Late nights. 

It was never a problem, though. 

“I’m all for guys having fun and living their lives,” Rutherford said. “Be 
ready for the games. Be ready for practice. Phil was always ready for 
those things, so it was never an issue.” 

And besides, Tocchet says, Kessel was never out of control. 

“I’m not going to tell you Phil has never been out playing poker until 5 
a.m.,” he said. “I’m sure he has. But he never did stuff like that before 
games. Never. He’d be home by 11, 12. He’d get his nine hours of sleep. 
Then he’d be at the rink. He doesn’t like morning skates, anyway. He 
didn’t need to skate in the morning. So he’d get to the rink, have himself 
a cup of coffee, ask how everyone was doing, complain about a few 
things, and then he was good to go.” 

Tocchet, who would later coach Kessel in Arizona, was always aware of 
Kessel’s reputation and said it was a little unfair. 

Sure, Kessel likes a night out at the casino more than most, but Tocchet 
insists Kessel has always maintained a proper balance. 

“It’s a fallacy that Phil was out late having fun,” Tocchet said with a laugh. 
“Oh, he was having fun. But he’s not a huge drinker, you know? Phil will 
have a couple of beers. He likes a Bloody Mary. He’ll have a glass of 
wine with dinner. Normal kind of stuff. But he’s not some huge drinker 
and he’s not some huge partier. He had his fun but he made sure he was 
putting the team first, always. He wasn’t David Wells, out drinking the 
night before he threw a no-hitter.” 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan has stated on numerous occasions that he 
likes Kessel and that he never had an issue with his off-ice habits. 

Tocchet laughs when he’s asked about Sullivan’s relationship with 
Kessel. 

“They were fine,” he said. “Sully had a lot on his plate, so I usually dealt 
with Phil. It was just easier that way.” 

All parties say it was never a problem. 

“Sully is a genius at handling personalities,” Rutherford said. “He figured 
out Phil and how to have a good relationship with him. Phil’s such a good 
guy. Everyone loved Phil in Pittsburgh. Everyone.” 

‘He really is the Pied Piper’  

Kessel isn’t the only professional athlete who ever stepped into a casino, 
of course. 

On occasion, his Pittsburgh teammates would join him. 

“Unbelievable experience,” said a former teammate who asked to not be 
identified. “Phil had his own parking space there. No, really. I’m not 
joking. He actually did. They’d roll out the red carpet for him. It didn’t 
matter if you were Sidney Crosby or Evgeni Malkin. You weren’t going to 
get the same kind of love there that Phil was getting. It was hilarious. He 
pretty much owned the place.” 

Kessel’s practice habits aren’t to be emulated. Hockey comes so 
naturally to him that practicing never seemed necessary. 

Yet, having young players around him has never been a bad thing, 
either. 

“Phil’s old school and new school,” Tocchet said. “He’s got the old school 
personality. He’s just him. That makes him like guys from the ’80s, from 
that era. The young guys in Arizona were just drawn to him when we 
were there. I called him the godfather. Clayton Keller. Nick Schmaltz. 
Jacob Chychrun. They literally followed him around. He really is the Pied 
Piper. Phil’s not quite anti-establishment, but he makes you think that he 
is. Young guys love that.” 

Kessel doesn’t like to practice. He’d much rather be at home, or on the 
golf course, or at the poker table. 

And he makes this very well known, which only adds to his legend. 

“Phil’s so much smarter than people realize,” Tocchet said. “He’s got this 
ability to know what everyone is thinking. Sometimes, a player is afraid to 
speak up if he doesn’t think we should be practicing. Phil just comes out 
and says it. He doesn’t totally mean it when he says it. He’s usually being 
funny. But he was a way of explaining to a coach what the rest of the 
room is thinking. The guys love that he has the guts to do that.” 

The Coyotes largely employ a youth movement around Kessel, who is 
now 34. 

In Pittsburgh, it was different. He was surrounded by future Hall of 
Famers, very serious personalities who were only interested in winning. 

Kessel, himself freakishly competitive, recognized mutual 
competitiveness in the likes of Crosby and Malkin. 

But he still had to be himself. 

“Our room in Pittsburgh was all business,” Tocchet said. “So, a couple of 
hours before a big game, in comes Phil. He’s been at the casino. He’s 
nice and loose. The locker room would feel a little tight. Then, everyone 
looks at Phil. I’ll never forget it before those playoff games in 2016 and 
2017. He’d walk in, and his hair was all disheveled. He’d have a coffee in 
his hand. People were just looking at him. Then he’d say, ‘Big game, eh 
boys? Also, where the hell are my skates?’ It would just take all of the 
stress out of the room.” 

The Future 

Kessel’s life is different these days. 

His girlfriend, Sandra, gave birth to the couple’s first child last week. 
Daughter Kapri was born on March 9. Nights at the casino might become 
a little more infrequent. 

Congratulations to Phil and Sandra on the birth of their baby girl Kapri 
Mary Kessel. 

Mom and Kapri are doing great! pic.twitter.com/gAjGOQ1yVb 
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— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) March 10, 2022 

Playing with the struggling Coyotes, Kessel is finally in the last year of his 
contract. He’s scheduled to be an unrestricted free agent this summer, 
and there is a possibility he will be dealt before the NHL trade deadline 
on Monday. His physical skills are beginning to erode — he has only six 
goals this season — but he remains one of the game’s great playmakers, 
and there is interest in him. 

It should be noted that perceptions of Kessel have changed. In Toronto, 
he was viewed as surly and moody, his combative relationship with the 
media there not exactly a secret. 

His reputation began to change in Pittsburgh and, all these years later, 
they just call him the godfather in Arizona. 

“I have always found him interesting,” Rutherford said. “He’s so much 
more intelligent than people realize. You know, you can sit down with him 
and talk about hockey systems, and he’ll talk your ear off for hours. He 
can analyze the game at a genius level. His hockey IQ is off the charts. 
There’s just something really special about Phil. I miss him a good deal.” 

In many ways, Kessel the person is a lot like Kessel the poker player. 
He’ll call your bluff. He can be aggressive. But ultimately, he just wants to 
win. 

Once, in Pittsburgh, Tocchet and Kessel had a disagreement about how 
the Penguins’ power play should be handled. Kessel didn’t speak with 
Tocchet for two days. 

“So I called him at home,” Tocchet said. “He was all mad. He was 
pouting. Wouldn’t talk with me. I said to him, ‘I can’t believe you’re 
pouting right now. I’ve supported you all of these years.’ I was so pissed 
at him. I told him I was the last person he should be giving the cold 
shoulder to just because he didn’t like some new things we were trying 
on the power play. The problem with Phil is, he always thinks he’s right. 
He is really smart. But no one is always right.” 

Kessel finally relented. 

“You’re right,” Kessel told Tocchet. “It’s on me. I’m just pissed. Not 
playing well.” 

Kessel, though, seems to be winning at the game of life these days. He’s 
got a child, a girlfriend and, seemingly, balance in his life. 

The 2015 trade to Pittsburgh did so much for him. It helped make him a 
champion — he helped the Penguins just as much as they helped him — 
and it began to showcase a very loveable personality. 

“Phil’s the best,” the former teammate said. “For a while there in 
Pittsburgh, we noticed the prettiest girls were all wearing No. 81 sweaters 
in the crowd. We asked Phil what was up with that. He said, ‘They like 
me, eh? The pretty girls? Huh. Been that way my whole life. Pretty wild.'” 

Then, after a chuckle, Kessel was asked where he was headed. 

“Probably to play poker,” he said. 

In the summer of 2023, Kessel will have been gone from Pittsburgh for 
as long as he stayed. The memories, though, will last a lifetime. He is still 
idolized by Pittsburgh fans, and his ghost looms just as large at PPG 
Paints Arena as it does at Rivers Casino. 

Neither place feels quite the same without him. 

“You’d like him,” Tocchet said. “Hell of a guy. Not as good at poker as he 
thinks. But pretty good.” 

Josh Yohe is a senior writer The Athletic covering the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Josh joins The Athletic after covering the Penguins for the past 
decade, first for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review and then for 
DKPittsburghSports.com. Follow Josh on Twitter @JoshYohe_PGH. 
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On T-shirt cannons at TSN, fan mail and Cooperalls – The Athletic 

 

Tim Cato 

 

It had been a long pandemic and Jennifer Hedger, the longtime TSN 
anchor, could not think of a good place to meet for an interview: “I literally 
have not sat inside a coffee shop in more than two years.” 

For a time, she had also forgotten her age. Hedger said she would 
usually fly to Las Vegas to celebrate her birthday, but when the borders 
were sealed and flights were suspended in 2020, her sense of time 
warped. 

“That birthday just escaped me,” she said. “I totally forgot it.” 

For a while, she thought she was turning 47: “So imagine my delight 
when I realized it was 46.” 

Hedger laughed. She was in the upper level of a comfortable coffee shop 
near the Toronto waterfront, a song by The Doobie Brothers playing 
against a backdrop of other human interactions at nearby tables. Soon, 
she would be on a flight west to go skiing with her family. 

The trip would represent a few steps back toward normalcy, as well as a 
way to mark a milestone in her career. Earlier this month, Hedger hit her 
20th anniversary with TSN, where she co-hosts the network’s flagship 
news program “SportsCentre,” along with other on-air duties. 

She arrived at the network after appearing in a short-lived, Canadian-
made internet reality show, “The Lofters,” then hosted another show that 
also had a short run on the air. Hedger joined WTSN, the channel 
launched in 2001 to cover women’s sport, and hosted “Fight to the 
Finish.” 

Over two decades, she has shared studio space with Maggie The 
Monkey, the soothsaying hockey co-star, and has been shot in the 
stomach with a T-shirt cannon on NHL trade deadline day. Hedger has 
also hosted the Olympics, and she has become a pillar of the 10 p.m. 
“SportsCentre” broadcast. 

She took time out of her schedule to field 20 Questions from The Athletic, 
talking about her early critics, reality television and the challenges of 
skating in Cooperalls. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity) 

1. Someone is pointing a T-shirt cannon at me: What should I do? 

(Hedger laughs) Endeavour to catch it. Tighten your stomach muscles as 
hard as you can and hope for the best. And know, in the back of your 
head, that this is going to make great TV, so just endure it. 

2. What did Martin Biron do during the commercial break after he shot 
you? 

Apologized profusely. He sent me these candies from Buffalo as an 
apology. And let it be stated that you probably aren’t going to find a nicer 
guy than Martin Biron. So if anyone’s going to shoot you with a T-shirt 
cannon, let it be him. 

3. Did you get to keep the T-shirt? 

No! You work in media. You know how this is. I didn’t get to keep the T-
shirt. It should be in the Hockey Hall of Fame, though, shouldn’t it? 

4. What gimmick would you like to see during a trade deadline show? 

I feel like we’ve done them all. That’s James Duthie’s job. Not only does 
he host 10 hours of television that day, he also produces it and comes up 
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with all the bits. I don’t know if you can beat Maggie. Maggie was the 
best, back in the day. God rest her soul. 

5. Has Maggie passed on? 

I feel like it’s been 15 years since Maggie spun that wheel. And I don’t 
think she was young when she made her debut. She was wearing a 
diaper. That was more of an elderly thing than an early thing, I think. 

6. Give me the highlights for the Lonely Planet guide to Lambeth, Ont. 

You have to go in the fall for the Lambeth Harvestfest, which in my day 
consisted of a parade with the Lambeth Harvestfest queen. That would 
have been my ultimate life’s calling, if I had ever been crowned 
Harvestfest queen. Sadly, I was not. Although, I never put my hat in the 
ring. So it’s kind of like not buying a lottery ticket and hoping you’re going 
to win. 

7. Who is the most famous player in the history of Lambeth Lions 
ringette? 

(Hedger grimaces) I’m going to have to say it’s me. (Hedger laughs) 
There’s a couple of gym teachers I know from my team. But I’m sorry to 
say it’s me. 

8. When teams played the Lions, what was the scouting report on 
Jennifer Hedger? 

Tall. Lumbering. Chris Pronger-esque, I would say. Likes to use the 
body. Although, I didn’t quite have the hands of a Pronger. Enthusiastic. 
Good in the room. 

9. What might the kids today not understand about Cooperalls? 

How restrictive they were. We didn’t have a ton of money growing up. 
You got a pair of Cooperalls? Those Cooperalls have to last you three 
seasons. And Cooperalls have the Velcro strap that would go underneath 
your skate to keep the pants down. The taller you grow, the harder it is to 
keep that Velcro attached. So there were a couple of years there where 
you’re literally skating like you have two casts on your legs, because you 
have these pants that are pulling in opposite directions. They were awful. 

10. Describe “Fight to the Finish.” 

Short-lived. We taped six episodes. I think Pinball Clemons was on three 
of them because, bless his heart, he would never say no. It was in the 
vein of “Off The Record,” which is the show I was “discovered” on. It was 
the WTSN version. It was my start, so I have a fond place for it. There 
are maybe a dozen people on the planet who know what “Fight To the 
Finish” was, and I still work with one of the camera guys. I have a soft 
spot for it, but I would cringe watching one of those episodes today. 

11. Why did WTSN end up having such a short run on the air? 

People didn’t watch it. That’s the bottom line. If people were watching 
and they were going to get advertising dollars out of it, it would have 
stayed. I guess people weren’t ready for it. People thought they didn’t 
want to watch women’s sports. And at the time, I don’t know how great of 
a broadcast it was, watching women’s sports back then. It’s not like 
watching Canada and the USA playing for the gold medal at the 
Olympics. It was grainy college sports. 

12. Question No. 12 … 

(Hedger cuts in) Or me. I mean, it could have just been me. (Hedger 
laughs) 

13. When you started at TSN in 2002, why do you think media critics 
seemed to make such a big deal out of the fact you had an English and 
theatre degree from the University of Western Ontario? 

It wasn’t a journalism degree. I think that was one of the big deals. Not 
only did I not have a journalism degree, but I was a woman, and I was an 
attractive young woman. So, this isn’t going to work. Just trying to cut 
holes in the résumé which, I’m happy to say 20 years later, it worked. 
TSN took a chance and it’s worked out for both sides. I think now, when 

we look at where people are coming from in media, we’re hiring people 
from different places now. 

14. How did you deal with the criticism? 

I think I dealt with it pretty well. I was just happy to be there. I knew there 
was going to be criticism, especially with the reality TV background. I was 
ready for it. I remember reading articles and thinking, “well, that’s not 
fair.” But it didn’t crush me. And that was before social media, and all that 
stuff. One article in the newspaper, I guess I could say to myself: “Well, 
how many people really read that?” If it was today, I think it would feel 
much more immersive. Retweeting things. But it sucked then. It still 
sucks. It hurts. 

15. People used to send actual mail: What was the strangest piece of fan 
mail you ever received? 

There was a Satanic bible that came in the mail. I think I must have 
blocked that out. I hear myself say that now and I think, “That is so weird, 
Jen.” But I guess I think back now and I think, “At least they’re watching.” 
I hate to say it, but I was just like, “We’ll take the lonely ones. We’ll take 
the Satan-worshippers. Satan-worshippers need to get their sports 
highlights, too.” (Hedger laughs) I was still flattered by that. 

16. What element of “The Lofters” might have been ahead of its time? 

I mean, the concept of watching a 30-minute program on your computer. 
We were hosting — we called them “webisodes” back then — 30 minutes 
of live TV with commercial breaks on the web. People thought we were 
crazy: “Nobody’s going to sit in front of a computer to be entertained by a 
dramatic reality TV show, let alone a scripted drama.” And here we are, 
right? Twenty years later, it’s the only way we watch TV. 

17. Was it even possible to watch an internet show in the era of dial-up 
connections? 

Somebody was doing it, because they were contacting me over the 
internet, asking me questions. We would sit in front of the TV and they 
would see me on camera and say, “Why do you look so sad today?” And 
I would respond to them. You wouldn’t have been able to watch it in my 
house. I’ll tell you that right now. We didn’t have a computer back then. 
When I first started at TSN, there was no WiFi. We were driving tapes 
back from SkyDome. That was only 20 years ago. 

18. How did you celebrate your recent 20th anniversary of being on the 
air at TSN? 

(Hedger laughs) No celebration. There was nothing. I got a set of 
luggage from Bell, so that was nice. I live with a husband and a son who 
are not big on praising mom. They’re big on keeping mom humble. 
(Hedger smiles) 

19. What question is someone most likely to ask you when you are 
recognized in public? 

“What’s Darren Dutchyshen like?” That’s one of the first ones. “Do you 
even like sports?” (Hedger laughs) That was a big one for the first 10 
years. I don’t get that one as much anymore. That one’s likely to get you 
a punch in the face these days. I think we’re kind of past that one. I get a 
lot of, “Oh my god, are you Jennifer Hedger? I grew up watching you.” 
And that’s great. That’s cool. Because anybody 30 or younger did grow 
up watching me, and that makes me smile. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “By the time I’m done …” 

By the time I’m done, I hope it’s not a big deal to be a woman in sports 
broadcasting. And I think we’re almost getting there. It doesn’t mean I’m 
almost done. 

Sean Fitz-Gerald is a senior national writer for The Athletic. As a 
reporter, he has covered the Olympics, Pan American Games, Super 
Bowl, Grey Cup, NHL playoffs and the NBA playoffs. In 2015, he was 
named sportswriter of the year by Sports Media Canada. Follow Sean on 
Twitter @SeanFitz_Gerald. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Källgren rapidly stabilizing the Maple Leafs' most fragile 
position 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – One day Erik Källgren is being outfitted for a custom 
Toronto St. Pat’s mask. 

The next day… what? A bronzed statue on Legends Row? 

Sure, we kid about the rapid ascension of “King Erik” — who arrived at 
his second NHL start with a fluorescent green crown emblazoned on his 
forehead. But the Swedish callup has fast stabilized the most fragile 
position on the team. 

“It's been one of the most eventful weeks of my life,” Källgren said. “It’s 
surreal.” 

It’s one thing to shutout a bubble team with the 19th-best offence like the 
Dallas Stars, as the 25-year-old did Tuesday. 

It’s quite another to backstop the Toronto Maple Leafs to a tidy 3-2 
victory over a relentless powerhouse like the Carolina Hurricanes, get 
outshot 36-21, and outduel Vezina candidate and long-serving Leaf 
Frederik Andersen in the process. 

“You’d think it'd be natural for him to get caught up in it and get really 
excited,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “I'm not sure if I’ve seen him smile 
yet. That just speaks to his demeanour. 

“He’s not getting eaten up by the moment and the opportunity. He’s 
confident in himself, he’s prepared, and he’s just trusting his abilities.” 

Confirms Mitch Marner: “Just comes in and does his job.” 

Keeping the goals against under three in consecutive games — that’s a 
job that hasn’t been accomplished here for a month. 

“Our goalie played unbelievable,” gushed Ondrej Kase. “I know last game 
he had a shutout, but this game was so much harder for him…. Carolina 
is a great team.” 

The Hurricanes rushed out of the gates, jumping to a 11-1 lead in shots. 
But Källgren withstood the surging storm, warmed up with point shots, 
and the skaters in front of him committed to a patient game. 

And when the Leafs finally got their chances, they cashed in. 

Speedster Ilya Mikheyev used his legs and his much-improved shooting 
percentage to pump the home side on the board in the first period — a 
reward for all those determined third-line shifts that begin in the defensive 
end. 

Marner rushed down the right wing in the second. Waiting for a decoy 
passing option up the middle, he paused before firing far side and 
beating old pal Andersen low blocker. 

“Just trying to switch things up,” Marner said. “Freddie’s known me a long 
time. He obviously always thinks I’m gonna pass first.” 

    #LeafsForever Mitch Marner has 52 points (12 G, 40 A) in 43 games 
without Auston Matthews in the lineup 

    — Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) March 18, 2022 

Carolina’s Ethan Bear snapped Källgren’s consecutive save streak at 61, 
chopping the Leafs’ lead in half four minutes into the third period. 

But Kase struck right back, converting a pretty no-look saucer feed from 
linemate William Nylander on a 2-on-1 and extending his goal streak to 
three games. 

In the same barn where Andersen was encouraged with “Fred-die! Fred-
die!” chants for five years, he was now hit with bursts of sarcastic 
“Frrrrredddddie” razzes from fans. 

Vincent Trocheck scored with three seconds remaining, but Källgren and 
the Leafs defenders did enough to withstand Carolina’s push and lock up 
the points. 

When the Maple Leafs play the way Keefe urges them to, their style 
resembles that of the Hurricanes, tops in the Eastern Conference. 
Toronto’s talent, of course, is more frontloaded, but they exit their zone 
quickly and try to use waves of up-ice speed to break the opposition. 

They’re competitive on loose pucks and let their goalie see shots from 
the perimeter. 

"In terms of puck pressure and structure and how Carolina plays, they're 
the class of the league in a lot of regards," Keefe had said pre-game.  

"When we're at our best, we do that well. We haven't done it with the 
consistency we'd like in order to get into that class. We're not far away 
from that and tonight's an opportunity for us to get there." 

Opportunity seized. 

Källgren and the Maple Leafs have ripped off two home wins this eventful 
week, thriving — not just surviving — during Auston Matthews’ 
suspension. 

Between wins, the goalie finally had a chance to catch his breath and 
FaceTime his parents back in Sweden. It was an emotional conversation, 
considering Källgren hasn’t seen them in eight months now. Twice they 
tried to fly over to see their son live his dream.  

Källgren had COVID the first time; now they have it. But that hasn’t 
dampened their joy over this fairy tale playing out across the Atlantic. 

“They’re really happy,” Källgren said. 

The team flies to Nashville Friday for Saturday’s game versus the 
Predators. Not only will Matthews return, but it will be the team’s final 
action before Monday’s trade deadline. 

One guess who starts in net. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Wayne Simmonds served back-to-back healthy scratches, just as Jason 
Spezza did last week. Curiously, Simmonds did not participate at 
morning skate and was removed from the Leafs roster post-game. (Alex 
Steeves was added to the NHL roster on an emergency recall.) 

A well-rested Kyle Clifford has looked strong on the fourth line. Straight 
lines, finishes checks. 

“This is home. It’s Toronto. I take a lot of pride putting that sweater on,” 
says Clifford, who spoke to reporters for the first time since signing his 
two-year extension. “To win in Toronto would obviously be an incredible 
opportunity.” 

• You can tell Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is still a tiny bit sour 
that he lost a dependable, smart assistant, Dean Chynoweth, to Keefe 
over the summer. 

It’s not lost on Carolina that Toronto’s penatly kill has grown more 
aggressive and more effective as a result. 

"Good on them to go get him and, you know, take the good stuff with 
him," said Brind'Amour, wryly. "I'm happy for Dean. That was a good 
move for him." 

Keefe admits that he’s modelled some of his group’s style and structure 
after Carolina’s way of attacking the game. 
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"We look at Carolina a lot, because of Dean's connection," Keefe says. 
"Having Dean on our staff gives us great insight into how things run in 
Carolina, and they've obviously established a great culture there." 

• Keefe didn’t realize he’d secured his 100th win Tuesday until John 
Tavares handed him the game puck.  

“Coaches don’t win games. Teams do,” says Keefe. He mentions the 
good fortune of being surrounded by talented players, trainers and 
executives. “If anything it’s provided me the opportunity to say thank to 
everybody for the work they’ve done.” 

• Before he cracked the NHL, Keefe memorably spent an NFL training 
camp shadowing Pete Carroll and the Seattle Seahawks.  

One of the elements he stole from that experience? Cranking music 
during practices. 

• Toronto’s green and white St. Pat’s kits looked brilliant against the 
Hurricanes red unis. St. Patrick’s Day and Christmas all at once. 

“The gear is sharp. It’s bright. It’s different,” Keefe says. “It’s nice seeing 
the guys fly around in it.” 

Both Källgren and Petr Mrazek (a massive gear head) got special tricked-
out masks and pads for the occasion. Källgren says his mask design was 
courtesy of Marlies equipment manager Will Burns and the glowing 
crown a nod to the Marlies logo. 

Matthews added a green flash to his custom skate boots. Only those at 
morning skate got to see them, though. 
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Sportsnet.ca / From top to bottom, the Oilers are finding a rhythm in the 
way they play 

NHL Highlights: Oilers 6, Sabres 1 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — On the day we drink Guinness, the Edmonton Oilers 
made the perfect point.  

Fitted with a 3-0 lead for the second straight game, the Oilers proved this 
time that they know what to do with it, shutting ‘er down and defeating the 
Buffalo Sabres 6-1 in a game they controlled from the drop of the puck to 
the final horn.  

“It was a full 60 minutes. Maybe as good a game as we have played all 
year,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie, who had a goal and an assist on a 
plus-2 night. “After two periods we realized that we had played a pretty 
solid game up to that point and we made a point of coming out and 
drilling home that last 20 minutes —  to show us what it feels like to play 
the full game.”  

Barrie thought Oilers played 'solid game' in win over Sabres 

After leading 3-0 five minutes into the game against Detroit on Tuesday, 
Edmonton found itself tied 5-5 in the third period before winning 7-5. Two 
nights later it blunted the Sabres, who were not very good at all.  

“What I saw was what everybody else saw,” said Sabres head coach 
Don Granato. “That was not a very good game.”  

For his team, perhaps. But the Oilers collected another two points on a 
what has been a perfect four-game homestand so far, and they’ll try for 
five straight when they host New Jersey in a Saturday matinee.  

The Oilers rolled four lines right overtop the Sabres on St. Patty’s Day, 
and as they begin to get their ‘A’ team back from Injured Reserve, 
Edmonton is finding a rhythm in the way it plays.  

“I thought we got contributions from everybody,” head coach Jay 
Woodcroft said. “All four lines, three D-pairs, Mike Smith was excellent, 
the penalty kill was good, we got a shorthanded goal and we scored a 
power play goal. All facets of the game seemed to be firing on all 
cylinders, and because we had everybody going, we were able to spread 
the minutes out nicely tonight.”  

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

On a night when five different Oilers had two-point nights, Zach Hyman 
was perhaps their most industrious player on a line with Leon Draisaitl 
and Jesse Puljujarvi. Hyman was a catalyst all night, the buzz saw that 
GM Ken Holland envisioned when he lured him in as a free agent last 
summer.  

“Just when it looks like there are three guys on him, he finds a way to 
outwork them all. That’s why he was so coveted,” Barrie said. “The thing 
about him is that he plays the same way every night. You can rely on 
him.”  

The Oilers' quest is to get the flightiness out of their game. In a league 
where everyone seeks consistency they’re no different, seeking an 
identity that they can roll out one night after the next.  

That means being a better defensive team to go along with the plethora 
of offence the Oilers possess, with Leon Draisaitl scoring his 40th 
Thursday and Connor McDavid flying around the ice, simply on a 
different level than his peers.  

He had two points but left early when he took a late stick in the chops.  

“Yep, sutures and he got zipped up. He's just fine,” said Woodcroft. “I 
don’t think he’s getting enough credit for what he’s doing defensively. He 
makes a lot of really subtle good plays in his own zone. He stops on 
pucks, and had some really good box outs tonight as well.”  

It’s true: McDavid’s defensive game has found a new level. With him and 
Draisaitl both playing a proper two-way game — and each of them 
heating up production-wise — the Oilers are rounding into a team that 
can beat you.  

“The Detroit game was a good lesson for us,” Hyman said. “It was nice to 
have learned from that and put it to the test. I thought we were great all 
the way through (Thursday).”  

Oilers don't let up after taking early lead in convincing win vs. Sabres 

A subplot against the Sabres was goalie Mike Smith getting another start, 
as he continues the journey to finding his game with his 40th birthday set 
for Tuesday. It’s hard enough for a young forward to overcome the 
games lost to injury that Smith has endured, and catch up to the pack as 
everyone else rounds into playoff form.  

But a 40-year-old goalie?  

Oilers fans were wondering if the task was impossible, but they received 
a ray of hope Thursday on a night that was exactly what the doctor 
ordered — a game where the shots arrived (mostly) methodically, and 
rarely in succession. This was a confidence-builder for Smith, beaten 
only on a quality one-timer by Victor Olofsson.  

He made 28 saves, but was asked to make very few spectacular ones. 
It’s a game he can build on, and he can thank the skaters for applying 
themselves against Buffalo the way they had not against Detroit.  

“That is always the goal, to make sure you help your goalie out as much 
as you can,” Hyman said. “In the first (period) there was a half breakaway 
and drive to the net and he made the saves on both of those. He just 
played steady all night and I thought his ability to move the puck...  

“It was great to get him the win and he earned it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Dvorak shows signs he can be part of solution 
in OT loss to Stars 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — I’m not shrinking from it. 

When then-GM Marc Bergevin traded the Montreal Canadiens' first- and 
second-round picks to the Arizona Coyotes for Christian Dvorak back in 
September, I wrote that the steep price was worth paying because “in the 
25-year-old the Canadiens have gained a versatile player who’s 
accumulated nearly a half-a-point per game over his first 302 in the NHL 
and done so on a team lacking the type of talent on the wings the 
Canadiens currently boast.” 

I added that he was the best trade option to replace Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
— the young centre the Carolina Hurricanes plucked away from the 
Canadiens with a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet — and was coming 
over as a player who might not be better than Kotkaniemi in the long run 
but was certainly better than him at the moment. 

And I’m not asking for mulligans on either statement. 

Not yet at least. Not before Dvorak has played more than one game 
under Martin St. Louis, and certainly not after only appearing in 35 
games in a Canadiens uniform. 

Whether or not Kent Hughes, who took over from Bergevin as GM a little 
more than halfway through January, feels the same way will be 
determined between now and Monday’s trade deadline. 

But given that Hughes has already had a most pragmatic approach to 
moving players — he sold Tyler Toffoli and Ben Chiarot when their 
respective values were soaring and collected two first-round picks, two 
prospects with NHL potential and two depth picks — I’m thinking he’ll 
wait and see, too. 

Even with a couple of teams out there who might be interested in this 
player who struggled mightily out of the gate and finally began looking 
more like himself when he suddenly suffered a neck injury that kept him 
out of 19 games prior to his return in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Dallas 
Stars on Thursday, selling him at a total loss just to get the remaining 
three years of his contract off the books seems anything but pragmatic.  

Considering the lack of depth and experience the Canadiens have at 
centre, it actually wouldn’t make much sense at all — unless some team 
out there was willing to give up a decent-to-good return and absorb the 
full weight of his $4.45-million cap hit through the end of his contract. 

On Thursday, Dvorak showed signs of what made him attractive to 
Bergevin to begin with. 

And St. Louis, who said after the game that he knew nothing of this 
player prior to taking over the bench on Feb. 9, saw them. 

“I’ve been here for 15 games, and I hadn’t really seen him,” he said, “and 
I was happy with what I saw. 

“I think he’s a reliable guy, and I think there’s more offence to his game 
that we’re going to keep tapping.” 

Dvorak certainly left that impression, getting robbed by Stars goaltender 
Jake Oettinger on Montreal’s first great scoring chance of the game. 

He created two more scoring chances for himself as things went along 
and got stymied defensively on a great rush in the third period. 

Dvorak also helped linemates Brendan Gallagher and Artturi Lehkonen 
achieve Montreal’s best shift of the game in the second period. They 
drew a power play, and he then won the faceoff that led to Cole 
Caufield’s 12th goal of the season and his 11th in his last 16 games. 

On the whole, Dvorak won 11 of 14 faceoffs before losing the last one 
that led to a controversial goal John Klingberg scored for Dallas with 10 
seconds left in overtime. 

That St. Louis put him on for it, after close to 20 games without playing, 
will only help Hughes and the Canadiens make a proper evaluation of 
what they have in him. 

But that evaluation can’t be limited to one game. 

“It’s giving him an opportunity to get his legs underneath him,” said the 
coach about how he used Dvorak in all situations. “You can’t do that 
playing eight, nine minutes. I thought tonight he was at 16, right? So with 
that, I know with those minutes he’s going to feel better the next game. 
To be in game shape you have to play those minutes. 

"We were tracking him in faceoffs, and he was excellent. He got extra 
work because of it. I think I’m encouraged that he’s going to keep feeling 
better on the ice.” 

The Canadiens need to see that happen because they certainly didn’t 
see enough of it through the first half of the season. 

It didn’t help Dvorak that almost everyone on the team played like their 
skates were untied through the first 10 games, and it really didn’t help 
that Canadiens fans — and some local radio and television hosts — were 
all over him. 

There are some people out there who feel differently about Dvorak. 
There were 16 scouts at Thursday’s game, and we surveyed four of them 
who work for Western Conference teams about the player. 

All of them said some iteration of, “He’s a good player.” One said, “I 
thought he was in between a second- and a third-line centre,” and 
another said, “one reason he may have been judged as harshly as he 
has been here is because he’s never been known to be a flashy guy and 
when things aren’t going well and you can’t counter it with a move or two 
that brings people out of their chair, you’re going to catch some extra 
heat.” 

“It takes a long time to get adjusted for some players, and I think that’s 
clearly the case for him,” said the last one. “But I still think he can be as 
good, if not better, as he was in Arizona. And he was very good there.” 

We thought so. We thought Dvorak was a good player to get for a team 
that had just lost Phillip Danault and Kotkaniemi, and we think he’s good 
to keep through the end of the season to potentially prove he can be a 
safety valve for less-experienced centres Nick Suzuki, Jake Evans, 
Laurent Dauphin, Ryan Poehling and Rem Pitlick moving forward. 

“I think he just brings stability in the middle of the ice for us,” said 
Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen after making 31 saves in his first game 
back since he suffered a lower-body injury on Jan. 12 in Boston. “He’s a 
guy that’s played a lot of games in this league. He’s responsible in both 
zones. He’s not going to flash you offensively, but I think he’s got some 
offensive instincts. Up on the mental side, he can be one step ahead. 

“We played against him (with the St. Louis Blues) up in Arizona; he’s a 
reliable centre that’s not really going to make too many mistakes. He’s 
just a consistent, good hockey player and I’m glad to have him back after 
having that injury. Looking forward to seeing what he can do the rest of 
the year.” 

Dvorak is looking forward to showing it, too, and I think he deserves the 
chance to. 

“I think you want to finish these last 20 or whatever games are left the 
right way,” he said. “Since the new change and everything, guys have 
been playing well, so I just wanted to get back as soon as possible and 
try to finish this thing the right way.” 
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If Dvorak can’t do it, then there’s a conversation to be had about what to 
do with him moving forward. 
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Seattle Kraken intersectionality consultant, Chanel Keenan, has a one-of-
a-kind role in the NHL. Now, she’s working to ensure it’s not so unique in 
the future. 

S itting in a sunbeam with the crowd teeming around her, Chanel Keenan 
is taking it all in. It’s late June 2021, and a peculiar scene has enveloped 
Seattle’s Gas Works Park, its open lawns blanketed by rows of white 
folding chairs, by cameras and lights and video screens, by 4,000 locals 
on hand to witness a bit of history. The day’s itinerary is marked by the 
expansion draft that will populate the inaugural roster of the NHL’s 32nd 
franchise. And for Keenan, too, it’s a day of novel ascents. 

To her right, two towering rust-red cylinders loom large, all manner of 
pipes, tubes, metallic hoses and wiry staircases winding around them — 
remnants of the old gasification plant that used to operate right here. 
Now, they sit like strange steampunk wallpaper behind banners 
emblazoned with Seattle Kraken logos. The scene in front of Keenan is 
something out of a grand theatre production. Two faux wooden planks 
rise from the stage on both sides to the steely rig of lights above, a third 
connecting them horizontally in the sky. Framed within them, past the 
podiums and video boards, she can see the boats on Lake Union. 
Further still is downtown Seattle’s skyline. 

Hockey For All 

Scotiabank believes Canada’s game should be for all Canadians. That’s 
why they are on a mission to make hockey more diverse, more inclusive 
and more accessible for all. 

See how we’re changing the game 

At stage left, a giant turquoise tentacle is frozen in place, fashioned to 
look like it’s emerged from the ground and plunged back in again. It 
continues at stage right, as if stretching underneath this presentation, 
shooting up from the earth and curling into the air high above the crowd. 
In front, a pretend buoy protrudes from pretend rocks. As if the moment 
wasn’t surreal enough, the giant marine diorama seems purpose-built to 
ensure this day loses all connection to the expected. 

A camera crew waits at the ready a few feet from Keenan, embedded 
with her in the crowd. Former NHLer Dominic Moore kneels beside her, 
microphone in hand. In a moment, the voices on stage will introduce the 
two of them and the camera will begin broadcasting live to the half-million 
viewers tuning in. The anxious anticipation of this moment has wreaked 
havoc on Keenan. She hasn’t eaten all day, too preoccupied with trying 
to untangle the mess of nerves, excitement and gratitude that has been 
swirling since she was first approached about announcing one of the 
Kraken’s draft picks. But if inside she’s overthinking all the different ways 
this moment might play out, on the outside it doesn’t show. When the 
camera goes live, when Moore turns to her, Keenan appears calm and 
collected. She’s dressed in all black, the deep shade of her threads 
matching the sleek metal of her wheelchair. As she speaks, sunlight 
glints off her hoop earrings, bounces off bracelets and rings, touches the 
gems adorning her sandals. 

“How can I shed light on a community that isn’t embraced in the 
traditional way, in hockey? I know I can’t be the only disabled fan of this 
sport. There has to be more.” 

Beside her, a group of young players from the local Western Washington 
Female Hockey Association are all smiles in red-and-white jerseys as 
Keenan looks to the camera for the main event. “From the Carolina 
Hurricanes,” she says, “the Seattle Kraken select… Morgan Geekie.” The 
crowd around her erupts. The list of names on the giant video board on 
stage grows by one. She exhales. 

Brief as it might’ve been, the minute-long interaction on the national 
stage speaks volumes about Keenan’s ascent in the hockey world. Just a 
fan like any other in her Boston neighbourhood a few years ago, her 
fervent advocacy for the disabled community — for its members’ place in 
the hockey world and their voices in conversations about systemic 
change — has propelled Keenan into uncharted territory. In October 
2020, she was hired by the Kraken to serve as the organization’s 
intersectionality consultant, a novel role in the pro hockey space. A year 
and a half in, the impact of her perspective — not only as a member of 
the disabled community but also as a woman of colour, as an East 
Coaster, as a social media afficionado, as one who adores the sport with 
limitless passion — has reverberated throughout the organization. But 
Keenan’s eyes remained fixed on the big picture, on the growth still 
possible beyond herself, beyond Seattle, beyond hockey. And staring 
down her first opportunity to affect real change in the game, she’s just 
getting started. 

Scenes from expansion draft day in Seattle’s Gas Works Park 

T here’s a phrase Keenan turns to often when asked about her earliest 
memories of hockey — one that, for those familiar, captures all you need 
to know. “I would call myself a certified rink rat,” she says. “Growing up, I 
was around my brothers who were playing when we were younger. … 
They’re older than me, so I had to go to all their practices and 
scrimmages, all the tournaments.” 

In Dorchester, Mass., that rink-rat status wasn’t necessarily a choice, just 
a part of life. Brothers Sam and Chris were suiting up for Dorchester 
Youth Hockey at the time, the same organization that helped mold local 
legends Jimmy and Kevin Hayes. Keenan, who was born with 
osteogenesis imperfecta and has utilized a power wheelchair since she 
was three, spent those familiar hours at the rink doing laps around the 
concourse with all the other young siblings. Had you caught up with her 
to ask during those pre-teen years, a life in hockey would’ve seemed far 
from her ideal plan. If anything, the hours on the road to and from games 
cooped up with the stench of sweaty equipment had her going in the 
other direction. 

It was around 12 years old that things changed, that her gaze began 
lingering longer and longer when hockey came on the TV. In the end, she 
was pulled in by same thing that tended to snare many a kid around 
those parts: the glory of that black-and-gold spoked “B.” Before long, she 
was watching Bruins games regularly, getting invested in the names that 
graced their jerseys, structuring her homework schedule so she wouldn’t 
miss a single tilt. In that heyday of Boston sports, it didn’t take long for 
the dedication to pay off — the next year, 2011, the Bruins won the 
Stanley Cup. “That was kind of a good time to start paying attention to 
hockey,” she says with a laugh. Despite the banners and parades, the 
rest of the family’s interest in the sport waned. But for the household’s 
youngest, it only grew, until it became something more. Now, a decade 
on, ask Keenan about her Bruins fandom and she handles the subject 
with a grave seriousness — “I feel, really, just amazed that the universe 
let me witness Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak in the same 
lifetime,” she says with a reverence any Bostonian would respect. 

The bridge from fandom to a career in the sport came in high school, 
when Keenan started working with her school’s athletic department. 
Running social media for the football team, then the women’s basketball 
team, she found an avenue that fit. But the path from Brookline High 
School to the big leagues was still hazy. Working in media seemed the 
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best bet, so Keenan enrolled in the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst’s communications program. 

Then, in her third year, everything changed. 

Amid the early waves of the pandemic, a racial reckoning filled the 
streets and overtook the sports world in the process. When it enveloped 
the hockey community, Keenan found herself moved. She remembers 
reading Akim Aliu’s testimony, and those of other BIPOC players, and 
seeing the impact their stories had on fans who finally felt seen. It 
changed the way she viewed her own story, the way she understood the 
power of having a platform. “That alone inspired me to want to make a 
positive change, and to actually put things out there,” Keenan says. “So, 
in the summer of 2020, I, too, tried to participate and speak my mind.” 

She penned a piece about the game’s flawed relationship with its 
disabled fans, about her vision for a hockey world that made space for all 
bodies, all abilities. She titled it, “Please, Remember Me.” 

“I love a sport that feels like it doesn’t always love me back,” Keenan 
wrote. “…Fans of hockey come in all shapes, sizes and colours. That is 
something the leagues love to tell me. What I’ve noticed they tend to 
leave out is ‘ability.’ I am not asking that they tell me, I ask that they show 
me.” After pouring her soul out on the page, she put it up online and let it 
be, content in having spoken her mind. Fellow advocates like Black Girl 
Hockey Club shared the post. And on the other side of the country, one 
particular BGHC follower, Becca Elliott — who happened to be the 
Kraken’s director of digital and fan experience — was so moved by 
Keenan’s words, she couldn’t help but reach out to her. 

“I thought the piece was so wonderfully candid,” Elliott says. “Talking 
about being a fan and adoring a game that she didn’t feel always loved 
her back, which I thought was a really profound statement, and one that 
felt grave for someone at 21 to be saying, as a college student.” She 
messaged Keenan to ask if she was comfortable with the piece being 
shared among the rest of the team’s front office — the ensuing 
conversation led to Elliott going straight to Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke with 
the suggestion that Keenan be hired by the organization. A request 
quickly greenlit when Elliott laid out the breadth of the impact she felt 
Keenan could have. 

“I feel, really, just amazed that the universe let me witness Patrice 
Bergeron and David Pastrnak in the same lifetime.” 

Leading the product and design teams for the Kraken’s mobile app, 
Elliott’s initial plan was for her new team member to advise the club on 
how to make the app as accessible as possible. But Keenan was thinking 
bigger. “One day I was like, ‘I need to do more. I have an ear in an 
organization that’s starting from scratch,’” Keenan says. “For someone 
like me, with such a unique background, I felt like there was going to be 
no better way to start something like this than with an organization that 
doesn’t have a huge history. … I had a conversation with [Elliott] and was 
just like, ‘I want to do more. You guys have a huge opportunity to really 
do something here. And I’d love to help.’” 

By December, a month and a half after she was first hired, Keenan was 
taking part in a live virtual event hosted by the Kraken as part of its 
Disabled Hockey Week, the first she recalls seeing in her time as a fan. 

“I want to be useful in the community,” Keenan says of her work with the 
organization, now a year and a half into her tenure. “I think when you’re 
born with a disability, sometimes there’s sort of this plan where some 
people like to go and talk about the disability and share and raise 
awareness on it as much as they can, and build foundations for it. And it 
can actually [become] their whole life. I saw that and was like, ‘How can I 
not do that necessarily, but shed light on a community that isn’t 
embraced in the traditional way, in hockey?’ 

“‘I know I can’t be the only disabled fan of this sport. There has to be 
more.’” 

A die-hard Bruins fan, Keenan describes her younger self as a “certified 
rink rat” 

I t’s safe to say Keenan has gotten her wish. Eighteen months into her 
run with the Kraken, ‘useful’ vastly undersells her contributions. The 23-
year-old’s had a hand in seemingly everything the club does off the ice — 
how it represents itself online, how it treats its fans offline, how it trains 
staff internally, how it reaches outside its walls to the Seattle community. 
“It’s basically just assisting the club in all areas possible, through the lens 
of a disabled fan and an employee experience,” she says of her role. “It 
really is a lot of areas. I pretty much touch everything — other than things 
to do with numbers. Because I’m bad at math. I would not trust me 
around anything of that nature.” 

For Elliott, the way Keenan’s perspective has reshaped the club’s 
communication with its disabled fanbase has been key. “Where she’s 
been able to make an impact already, very clearly, is certainly with the 
app and accessibility,” Elliott says. “Everything from captioning our posts 
both on social and the app whenever possible, to how we thought about 
our Frequently Asked Questions and navigating the arena and guest 
services, and how guest services can better approach our fans who are 
disabled or might have a need for special services in the arena. She’s 
been formative there.” 

It’s that last aspect that’s expanded Keenan’s impact beyond online 
accessibility and into the brick-and-mortar, to how the club understands 
the experience of its disabled fans on game night. “Chanel brings a 
wonderful voice to that,” says Jacque Holowaty, the Kraken’s vice 
president of employee and guest experience. “For all of us to kind of 
think: How do people experience events differently? And how do we 
make sure, even if their experience is different, it’s still innately as equally 
exciting? What can we do that maybe we weren’t doing, where people 
had to kind of feel that things were being worked around versus that they 
could just show up to a game and experience it like everybody else? So, 
we worked on a lot of just how people enter our facility. And then, what is 
it that they’re looking at? How do they move around?” 

It’s in those seemingly mundane, routine moments on game nights where 
inaccessibility tends to rear its head — buildings built for one type of 
body, experiences envisioned for one type of fan. But the solutions are 
often simple, and the simplest, of course, is having members of the 
disabled community at the table when those buildings are being planned, 
those experiences choreographed. For Holowaty, Keenan’s presence 
has been essential in reshaping how the team thinks about its space and 
the everyday goings-on within it. 

“Chanel brought some really great ideas to the table,” says Holowaty. 
“You know, people that have mobility issues, getting food from stands, 
it’s hard because they don’t really have a tray to balance it on, to [take] it 
back, if they have to use their hands with a wheelchair. So, we worked on 
some in-seat ordering, not just for premium spaces but working on rolling 
that out in terms of our accessible areas too.” The Kraken also instituted 
a process of sending out a service request form when fans purchase 
tickets — rather than the arena’s accessibility information being buried on 
a website to be hunted down, a form is sent out asking fans what’s 
needed to make their experience better. As well, the team’s had all full-
time and part-time staff at the arena — roughly 700 employees — 
undergo sensory-inclusive training, ensuring those running the show on 
game night are educated about the accessible tools that have been put in 
place. 

“I think there’s something very powerful, but also very obvious — or at 
least it should be — that when you are trying to make sure that you are 
really doing your duty as a team, to make sure that your disabled fans 
are able to have a really magical fan experience like everyone else, then 
you turn to the disabled community to help you do that,” says Elliott. “I 
think it sounds obvious, but it’s not necessarily something that’s 
happening in practice.” 

As Keenan’s title suggests, though, her importance to the organization 
goes beyond representing one community. Her impact comes from not 
just her perspective as a disabled fan of the game, but the intersection of 
all the different communities she is a part of, the different experiences 
that shape her understanding of the sport and its culture. It was in the 
spirit of this idea that her title was created — the term ‘intersectionality,’ 
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coined three decades ago by Columbia and UCLA law professor 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, is grounded in the idea that our social identities 
overlap and intermingle. “It’s basically a lens, a prism, for seeing the way 
in which various forms of inequality often operate together and 
exacerbate each other,” Crenshaw said of the concept in 2020. For 
Keenan, then, her job is just as informed by her experiences as a woman 
of colour, and by every other facet of her journey. It’s with this 
understanding in mind that she’s taken a leading role with the team’s 
diversity, equity and inclusion committee, a group that features at least 
one representative from every department within the organization. 

“We talk about everything from social and marketing to facilities 
operations to how we are recruiting and interviewing,” says Elliott. “And 
[ask], are those processes inclusive? Are they possibly limiting 
candidates? Anything like that. And I think Chanel has really taken a 
strong leadership role there of being really interested in the full spectrum 
of those issues and how they affect the business.” 

Her reach has also extended into the wider Seattle community. Last year, 
Kyle Boyd — the Kraken’s director of fan development, and previously 
the club’s director of youth and community development — worked to 
build an extensive floor hockey curriculum for school districts in the 
region. The end result was a detailed 65-page guide equipping educators 
with all the information needed to bring floor hockey into elementary 
school physical education classes. Before it was sent for publication, 
Boyd brought it to Keenan to see if there were any gaps in the effort to 
make it an inclusive resource. “We had included a section for able-bodied 
youth to warm up, to get stretched and ready to play, but we had not 
included anything for those who might be using a wheelchair,” says 
Boyd. “And so we included, after connecting with Chanel, an adaptive 
warmup, and connected with a few folks in putting that together. It was 
great to have her be a part of this project and so many others where she 
can lend her voice and insight, and make sure that we are really thinking 
about all of our fans and all of our youth in the community, and not just 
some.” 

“I think it’s hard to recognize and see the impact you’ve made until you 
get to see it in person. And I think it was pretty darn evident to her how 
much work she had done.” 

Keenan and Boyd both understand the need to grow the game at the 
youth level in Seattle as it begins its journey at the pro level. Beyond the 
curriculum project, Keenan’s perspective has been crucial in ensuring 
that growth is inclusive for all newcomers to the sport. “We talked a little 
bit about who the play space is really built for and oftentimes who it isn’t 
for. And then how can we make sure that we’re putting in tips, 
suggestions, opportunities for youth who might be disabled to get into a 
sport like hockey, and making sure they know that there are so many 
opportunities,” Boyd says. “We talk a lot about how there are things like 
sled hockey, special hockey, blind hockey that we need to introduce early 
into a community and not have it be something that is introduced later or 
in the future. It’s important that young people and families know that they 
can get involved at a very early age.” 

Suffice it to say, it’s been a busy 18 months for the 23-year-old, and 
much of that work has come a world away from her coworkers, primarily 
connecting virtually due in part to the pandemic and partly because 
Keenan lives on the opposite coast. When she did finally make the 
journey west to Seattle, though, to help the Kraken draft its first roster, 
her team at last got to give her a true sense of the change she’s been 
creating. “I think being able to have her there really helped show her the 
impact that she was having all across the organization, everyone 
knowing who she was and going to talk to her and recognizing her and 
knowing the work that she was doing,” says Elliott. “I think it’s hard to 
recognize and see the impact you’ve made until you get to see it in 
person. And I think it was pretty darn evident to her how much work she 
had done, and the respect the team had for her.” 

For Keenan, the most important shift in understanding came not for 
herself but for her mom, Barbara, who made the trip to Seattle with her. 
“That was when it really clicked for her, as far as my impact, because it’s 
really hard to explain,” says Keenan. “It’s really complicated. I feel like 

those memes where millennials try to explain their jobs to their parents. 
And I would say it’s even harder to describe what I do for the Kraken 
because it’s a really innovative role. … Strictly through a disability and 
disabled-community lens, I feel like this is the first of its kind. 

“But when we went out there and she saw everybody give me such a 
warm welcome, and just the natural engagement between myself and my 
coworkers, it was really impactful for her.” 

It was more than just a simple lack of understanding that was overcome, 
though. It was the worry of where Keenan’s role might take her, how it 
might change her life back home. “I remember when we were leaving, we 
were in the airport and we had to wait a while for our flight, and I just 
asked her straight up, ‘Do you feel better now?’” Keenan recalls. 
“Because, you know, we’re all the way across the country in Boston, so 
to imagine the possibility of me moving out there one day, it’s hard. It’s 
hard for any parent, for your kid to move anywhere outside your home, 
but for it to be that far, and to consider all the other things that I have to 
account for, I can understand the hesitation.” 

And yet, in making that journey to Seattle, in reading that name out in 
front of the thousands in attendance and the hundreds of thousands 
watching on TV, Keenan found more than enough to quiet any doubts 
about her path. “I got so many messages after the expansion draft … 
from people with disabilities and parents of kids with disabilities and what 
that meant for them — because they were not expecting that at all. And 
as a viewer, neither would I,” she says. “That showed me that, okay, this 
is important. Just stay. Even when things get really hard.” 

It’s messages like those that fuel Keenan’s passion for growing this 
game. Not the praise, but the understanding that there are other hockey 
fans out there in the disabled community who similarly thought they 
would never see themselves represented in the sport, working for an 
NHL team or being part of an NHL broadcast. “I know I’m not the only 
one. I know there’s got to be a kid out there who has that dream,” she 
says. “And I think, for me, the reason why I didn’t think I’d ever get to 
where I am right now is because I saw not a single person that I could 
find that resembled me in this sport. … The reason I do all these things is 
to show someone out there — even if it’s just a parent of a child with a 
disability, I think that’s important too — for them to know that they could 
see their kid on TV. And not just in some inspirational hit piece about 
their lives, but as someone who can participate in something like this, as 
their job. That’s super important. 

“We don’t see it enough. And I think there’s a lot of reasons why we 
don’t. We’re just not there, where it’s ‘normal’ yet. So that’s why I keep 
doing these things. To show them that.” 

Keenan at Climate Pledge Arena during construction (far right) and 
alongside Elliott at a game (far left) 

T here’s a bracelet Keenan keeps on her wrist. Emblazoned across it are 
eight words from the second scene of the third act of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream: “Though she be but little, she is fierce.” It’s one of a 
number of mantras Keenan returns to often, when her doubts swell like 
ocean waves and threaten to wash her away. “I do feel really small all the 
time. And I think that that’s really easy as a woman in this sport, to feel 
this way,” she says. “And then you factor in everything else that I have 
involved in my life, just my stature and my size alone, it’s really easy to 
make myself feel that way, even though it’s not necessarily true from a 
metaphorical standpoint.” She doesn’t look at the bracelet often, she 
says. Rather, it’s simply knowing the words are there. “It is a reminder to 
myself that things are happening. I just have to keep going. I have to start 
putting myself in uncomfortable situations,” she says. “It’s not about me 
— it’s about someone who can read [my story], relate to it, and then it 
changed their life. Which sounds really hyperbolic, and I can’t really 
imagine that scenario happening, but then I think about all the people I’ve 
been impacted by in a similar way. And then I just think that it’s possible.” 

She doesn’t have to look far for such an example, as she’s been moved 
plenty by the story of another Boston changemaker, Willie O’Ree. 
Watching a recent documentary about the Bruins legend revived those 
feelings of awe in her, that respect for all O’Ree battled through and the 
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immense importance of his decision to do so. “There was so much that 
Willie was going through, and he still persevered, and he still broke 
barriers,” she says. “And he was doing it in a time that wasn’t ready for 
him yet.” 

“It’s not about me — it’s about someone who can read my story, relate to 
it, and then it changed their life.” 

In some ways, Keenan says, it feels as though she is too. Despite the 
fact that there have been people with disabilities for as long as there 
have been people, the disabled community still finds itself 
misunderstood, misrepresented, missing from the conversation. In the 
hockey world, the reason seems simple enough — we’ve rarely seen 
disabled bodies celebrated in the game, aside from the overplayed hand 
of perseverance narratives. “We’re not seeing it in our spaces, that we 
can really put ourselves in that mindset or in that position,” Keenan says. 
“I think the hardest part for me was that there was no clear path in how to 
do this. So that’s what I keep in the back of my mind — I’m building this 
blueprint for someone else. That’s what’s important to me, to make sure 
that I’m doing this properly … to give someone else the vehicle and the 
ability to take the path that I did.” 

It also goes beyond the sports world. The heart of the issue lies in how 
our wider culture conceptualizes disability. In what we choose to 
celebrate and what we choose to gawk at, what we choose to discuss 
and where we choose to remain silent. In the piece Keenan wrote back in 
2020, the one that served as the catalyst for her Seattle journey, she 
describes her dream of a hockey commercial that features a family sitting 
together watching a game, some of them on the couch, one in a 
wheelchair, sticky tires on a wooden floor. The commercial wouldn’t be 
about perseverance or hardship, nor would it depict a world in which 
disability is absent. It would simply be about hockey, and the people who 
love it. “That single commercial would change my life,” she wrote back 
then. 

Reflecting on it now, she considers why we still haven’t seen that 
depiction. “I think about how I’ll do things in everyday life and people will 
gawk at it, and be like, ‘Whoa, a disabled person can go to the grocery 
store?’ Or ‘They can go to a bar, and have a good time?’ There’s so 
many little weird things that happen when I’m out in public,” she says. 
“These same stories that a lot of my friends go through as well, where 
they’ll go somewhere that’s not where you would think a disabled person 
would go to, whether it be a nightclub or something else. … Why is it so 
weird for people to see disabled people ‘in the wild’ having a great time? I 
think it’s just because they can’t even see a commercial and see that 
represented, you know? You can’t even do it for food? We eat food!” 

There’s no discussing Keenan’s current role without understanding that 
this is the starting point. For each new conversation she encourages and 
each moment of representation she embodies, the distance that must be 
traversed begins from this erasure, this place where disability is not 
simply pushed to the background, but absent. Where it’s not just a 
question of ‘more,’ but one of ‘at all.’ 

The hope, though, is that through her work, she can plant the seeds. 
That she can create in the hockey world an environment in which respect 
and understanding for the disabled community can bloom. Even if the 
path to getting there seems daunting. 

“I’m trying to leave it better than I found it,” Keenan says. “It would be 
easier to walk away, 100 per cent. Every day, some time, I think about it. 
It would be easier. … But, you know, I’m reminding myself that even 
though it’s hard right now, and it will be in the future, just stay. 

“Just try to water all these plants at the same time, and eventually, 
hopefully, there will be something beautiful here.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade Analysis: What Flames, Canadiens, Panthers 
got in their deals 

Breaking down the Panthers' and Flames' trades for Chiarot and 
Jarnkrok 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

On Wednesday night we saw a couple more deals roll in as it appears 
the trade market is beginning to break open a little. 

The Florida Panthers got one piece of business done, adding 
defenceman Ben Chiarot from the Montreal Canadiens for a price that 
will be highly debated: a 2023 first-rounder, prospect Ty Smilanic and a 
2022 fourth-rounder. However it works out for the Panthers, it's a no-
doubt win for the Canadiens, moving an expiring contract and getting a 
first-round-pick-plus in return as they go on a re-tooling adventure. 

And, we'd bet, the Panthers aren't done yet. 

The Calgary Flames also made their second deal of the season, 
acquiring Calle Jarnkrok from Seattle for second-, third-, and seventh-
round picks in each of the next three drafts. GM Brad Treliving continues 
to bet on his team breaking through and Jarnkrok will bring versatility, 
familiarity and an option for either the second or third line. 

And, perhaps, they're not done yet either. 

We'll see what the next few days hold ahead of Monday's 3 p.m. ET 
trade deadline. Before that, here is a look at the two Wednesday night 
deals. What are Florida, Montreal and Calgary getting in the three 
players acquired? 

TO FLORIDA: BEN CHIAROT 

Strictly by the numbers, Chiarot doesn't shine through. A 44.47 shots for 
percentage and 43.14 expected goal percentage don't indicate a player 
who forces play in the right direction. But the Habs were, let's say, not in 
a great place this season and Chiarot was leaned on by an injured unit 
quite heavily. He averaged 23:33 in ice time per game — getting over 24 
minutes in most of his final games in Montreal — and made it hard on 
opponents in every one of them. 

He's a physical defensive defenceman first, hard on the boards, in front 
of the net... really in all the conventional places you want a defender to 
be tough in the playoffs. At the same time, he is responsible with the 
puck and will get you a few goals a year (seven so far in 2021-22). 

Only looking at that one piece of information, you might think the price of 
a 2023 first-rounder, Smilanic, and a fourth-rounder, was aggressively 
steep. And, especially considering Chiarot may only be a rental, you 
might end up being right about that. But there's an aspect to Chiarot's 
game that perhaps doesn't get captured by those measures. 

"He's a hard guy to play against," Paul Byron said after the deal. "He 
punishes you. He's a guy you win playoff series with. Everyone talks 
about analytics now and regular season and there's a part of that in the 
game for sure, finding good players. But once Game 1 of the playoffs 
starts, everyone knows the game changes. You need the guys you want 
to go to war with. You need guys that can wear teams down, wear good 
players down. And by Game 4, 5, 6 when you get guys that don't really 
want to go into the corners anymore, don't want to get the pucks first, 
that's when the series starts to change." 

Byron on Ben Chiarot: 'He's a guy you win playoff series with' 

Chiarot should better fit into a somewhat reduced role and will certainly 
benefit from playing with a Panthers offence that fiercely pushes the puck 
up ice. If he's a mainstay in the top four he could slide in next to Radko 
Gudas to make a nasty pair, or else play behind an underrated Gustav 
Forsling. The Panthers may not be finished yet, either, and the vision for 
how it will fit may still be forming. 
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Chiarot is a defenceman you want in the playoffs, and he had a solid run 
with Montreal last year. But the price is striking, one day after Josh 
Manson went to Colorado for a prospect and a second-rounder. With 
bigger fish Hampus Lindholm and Mark Giordano out there, it will be 
fascinating to see what the returns for those rentals now look like. 

Scout's Analysis from Jason Bukala: 

Fantastic pick up for the Panthers. A veteran “D” who played upwards of 
25 hard, physical minutes per night last playoffs for Montreal. He likely 
won’t be tasked with having to contribute on the PP in Florida. He will be 
used in key matchups at even strength and on the penalty kill. 

Big body. Capable with the puck, too. Some secondary offence. Florida 
now has a defined heavy/physical/shut down pairing in Chiarot and 
Radko Gudas. 

TO CALGARY: CALLE JARNKROK 

The Flames have likely already made their "big" move acquiring Tyler 
Toffoli to fill out their second line scoring and it's one that's worked rather 
well so far. Jarnkrok may not wind up being the key pickup for the 
Flames, but he should be a great fit into their lineup. 

First is that he's versatile. Coming from the wing in Seattle, Jarnkrok 
could start at second-line centre in Calgary, sliding in alongside scorers 
Toffoli, and Andrew Mangiapane. If Darryl Sutter wants, he could move 
Jarnkrok back out to the flank at any time. 

With two scorers to lean on for offence, Jarnkrok can settle in and do 
what he does best: making smart plays on defence, fast forechecking to 
force mistakes and making counter-offence difficult for opponents. 
Jarnkrok interrupts and, in the offensive end especially, it should create 
more opportunities for his quick-strike wingers if this is indeed the line he 
lands on. 

With the best line in hockey above them on the depth chart, and Mikael 
Backlund pivoting a tough trio below them, the second line will settle with 
an upgrade on either Sean Monahan or Adam Ruzicka to a more steady 
and complementary Jarnkrok in his prime. For $1 million against the cap, 
you can't really go wrong. 

Or, if Jarnkrok does get used on the wing and plays next to Backlund, it 
would even further solidify a tough defensive trio. 

Jarnkrok's relationship with Lindholm will help with transition to Flames 

Scout's Analysis from Jason Bukala: 

Jack of all trades for Seattle this year. Averaged just under 17 minutes a 
game. His role, game to game, included primary minutes at even 
strength with some PP and PK thrown in. Quick, Uber competitive, 
battles. There is nothing shy about his approach. Can match up against 
second-line opponents. 

Not naturally gifted offensively, but has an ability to extend plays with his 
battle in the hard areas. When he spills over the boards you can trust 
what he gives you. 

TO MONTREAL: TY SMILANIC 

Prospect analysis from Sam Cosentino: 

Ty Smilanic is an under-the-radar prospect who is in his sophomore year 
at Quinnipiac University. Last year, his 14 goals and 21 points were good 
enough to be named to the ECAC All-Rookie team. Quinnipiac went on 
to win the ECAC. This year, the numbers are similar with 13 goals and 22 
points, but in nine more games from a season ago.  

Smilanic grew up in Colorado where he once played for Joe Sakic. He 
continued his minor career in Michigan before returning to Colorado to 
play for the acclaimed Thunderbirds program. From there he went on to 
the USNTDP.  

During his draft year (2019-20) while playing with the USNTDP, he was 
limited to just 46 games due to a broken right wrist and a bout with mono, 

thus limiting his production to just 31 points. Those factors all contributed 
to why he slipped to Florida in the third round. 

The hallmark of his game is his great skating ability. Smilanic gets up and 
down the ice effortlessly and he is agile enough to create space by 
cutting cross-ice or turning quickly. He possesses decent hands with 
above-average finishing ability. He plays with pace and is known for his 
tireless work ethic. He projects as a middle-six forward with some 
offensive upside, who should be an effective penalty killer at the next 
level.  

Don’t underestimate the input of Martin St. Louis on this trade. Both St. 
Louis and Jeff Gorton have kids in the ‘02 and ‘03 age group 
respectively, which would’ve made them very familiar with the play of 
Smilanic. 
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TSN.CA / Lyubushkin brings physical presence to Toronto's top pair 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs (optional) and Carolina Hurricanes skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Thursday.  

Ilya Lyubushkin was promoted to Toronto's top pair during Sunday's 
outdoor loss and remained beside Morgan Rielly during Tuesday's 
shutout win.  

"He's a big guy that plays hard," Rielly observed. "He prioritizes defence. 
When he’s in the d-zone being physical, he's a good presence." 

It's a presence the Leafs have lacked at times in recent years. But it's 
unclear whether the 6-foot-2, 208-pound Lyubushkin can do enough 
offensively to ensure Rielly's shifts continue to produce the same 
chances as usual. Lyubushkin has just one assist and five shots on net in 
11 games since being acquired by the Leafs in a trade with the Arizona 
Coyotes.  

"We've tried to work with him on that," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "On his 
play with the puck and different plays that are available. We do think 
there's a great opportunity for growth." 

Lyubushkin has just one goal and 19 assists in 191 career National 
Hockey League games.  

Lyubushkin earned the nickname "Russian Bear" from the media in 
Arizona, because of his physical play. And the 27-year-old has delivered 
as advertised since arriving in Toronto.  

"He's a force out there," observed gritty winger Kyle Clifford. "He's 
definitely very difficult to play against. He's hard to move around the net. 
He doesn't give you much time and space around the net. I had the 
opportunity to play him a lot last year and when I saw the trade, I was 
really excited about it. I think it's a great fit for that D corps. He brings a 
really strong element there." 

Lyubushkin has registered 33 hits since joining the Leafs on Feb. 22. T.J. 
Brodie is second among the team's defencemen in that time with 15.  

"The most impressive thing is, No. 1, just his high compete level and that 
spirit that he has," Rielly said. "He wants to get in there and be physical. 
And then the skill and timing that it does take to make those big hits, I 
don't think it's a lost art but it's definitely hard." 

Lyubushkin laid out Jason Robertson, Dallas' top goal scorer, with a big 
hit on Tuesday.  

    Ilya Lyubushkin drops Jason Robertson pic.twitter.com/DDM38qqhvD 
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    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 16, 2022 

"If we have a numerical advantage coming back to our end, he's going to 
hold the line," Keefe said. "He's going to be physical and put his body on 
the line and get in the way. Those are important things to have, and he's 
brought that to us and it's rubbing off on other guys too." 

Lyubushkin often finds a way to kill plays when the puck comes into his 
area of the ice. Keefe points out that Lyubushkin often maintains good 
gap control and uses his stick effectively.  

"He certainly is a competitor," the coach added. "He really does know 
who he is. When I come to him with positive feedback and things I liked 
about his game, his response is often, 'That's my job.'" 

"We talk a lot between shifts," said Rielly. "He's asking lots of questions 
about positioning and how we play and structure. You can tell he wants 
to be really good and play well together ... He's had a big impact on our 
team since he's gotten here, and the feeling I've gotten from him is he's 
only going to get better." 

'He's a force out there': Lyubushkin influencing the game with his 
physicality 

Ilya Lyubushkin has made an immediate impact on the Leafs' defence, 
particularly when it comes to physicality. Both Morgan Rielly and Kyle 
Clifford praised Lyubushkin's physical prowess, and ability to separate 
players from the puck while head coach Sheldon Keefe says he's 
impressed with the way he's able to get defensive stops. 

 --- 

With Auston Matthews out due to a suspension, John Tavares moved up 
to the top-line centre spot on Tuesday skating between Michael Bunting 
and Mitch Marner. Tavares delivered a goal and an assist against the 
Stars.  

"He's a world-class player," said Keefe. "He's played in that position lots. 
He's a leader on our team and recognizes it's a big moment and a big 
opportunity." 

The Leafs generated 1.9 expected goals with Tavares on the ice in five-
on-five play, per NaturalStatTrick.com, making Tuesday his best game in 
that department this season.  

"He takes his role on this team, both on and off the ice, very seriously," 
Rielly said. "He's able to really jump in anywhere and contribute at a very 
high level. He's been doing it now for a very long time. That's what we've 
come to expect out of him." 

The Hurricanes aren't expecting the absence of Matthews to change the 
dynamic of tonight's game too much.  

"They did pretty well the other night without him," noted coach Rod 
Brind'Amour. "When your top guys go out, you can get by for a little while 
... That's why they have depth. All the good teams have depth. They got 
other guys too that really make this team tick." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Tavares' seamless transition to the top line 

With Auston Matthews still sidelined due to his suspension, John Tavares 
will once again line up in between Matthews' usual line-mates in Mitch 
Marner and Michael Bunting. Tavares had a big game at five-on-five 
against the Stars, and Mark Masters has more on the captain's seamless 
transition to the top line. 

 --- 

Frederik Andersen will play in front of a full house in Toronto for the first 
time since signing with the Hurricanes in the summer. What sort of 
reception is the ex-Leaf expecting?  

"I don't know," he said. "We'll see. I had a nice little tribute last time with 
the fans that were here and felt like they appreciated the time I was here 
for. We'll see what happens when the whole rink fills up." 

    Leafs thank Frederik Andersen for his five years in Toronto 

    Standing ovation from the small group of fans 
pic.twitter.com/PZ5hvITQtU 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) February 8, 2022 

The Leafs and Hurricanes played in front of a few hundred fans back on 
Feb. 7 with Toronto winning 4-3 in overtime.  

"I actually thought we had a really good game," Andersen recalled. "I 
wasn't too happy about my little mistake in the third that ended up costing 
us maybe one point." 

Andersen knocked a puck that was going wide right to Marner in the slot 
for the tying goal.  

"Good to see some old friends and get to try and get them back for last 
time," Andersen said.  

Andersen looks to make amends for late mistake against Leafs last time 
around 

Frederik Andersen will return to Toronto for the first time with a full 
building when the Leafs take on the Hurricanes, an experience Andersen 
is looking forward to, and anticipating the crowd reception. Andersen 
says he's looking to make amends for a costly mistake the last time the 
two teams matched up. 

 --- 

After a three-year run on Brind'Amour's bench in Carolina, assistant 
coach Dean Chynoweth made the move to Toronto in the summer. As a 
result, Brind'Amour believes the two teams are looking more and more 
similar on the ice. 

"Good on them to go get him and, you know, take the good stuff with 
him," Brind'Amour said with a wry grin. "I'm happy for Dean. That was a 
good move for him." 

"We look at Carolina a lot, because of Dean's connection," confirmed 
Keefe. "Having Dean on our staff gives us great insight into how things 
run in Carolina, and they've obviously established a great culture there." 

You can certainly understand why the Leafs want to emulate the 
Hurricanes, who lead the Eastern Conference in points percentage this 
season. 

"In terms of puck pressure and structure and how Carolina plays, they're 
the class of the league in a lot of regards," Keefe said. "When we're at 
our best, we do that well. We haven't done it with the consistency we'd 
like in order to get into that class. We're not far away from that and 
tonight's an opportunity for us to get there." 

The structure is one thing, but Brind'Amour, who won the 2021 Jack 
Adams Award, has also proven to be a master motivator.  

"There's very, very little difference in what coaches are preaching and 
talking about daily to their players," Brind'Amour said. "Same message. 
You take me out, he's saying the same thing. It really comes down to, 
can you do it consistently? The teams at the top, they're generally the 
ones that do it more consistently than others."  

Keefe says he sees similarities in structural play between the Leafs, 
Hurricanes 

The last time the Hurricanes and Maple Leafs met, Hurricanes' head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said that there are many similarities in the way 
the two teams play. Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe says he too 
notices stylistic similarities between the teams, while Morgan Rielly 
stressed the need to be prepared for a tough opponent. 

Projected Leafs lines for Thursday's game:  

Bunting - Tavares - Marner  

Nylander - Kerfoot - Kase 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 
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Clifford - Spezza - Robertson  

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Brodie - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Kallgren starts 

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Ovechkin’s social media dilemma fuels debate amid Russia’s 
crackdown on free speech 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Alex Ovechkin’s Instagram profile features a photo of the Washington 
Capitals star grinning and flashing a peace sign as he stands next to 
Russian president Vladimir Putin. 

While Ovechkin has been under public pressure for the past two weeks 
to replace that photo, taken in the Kremlin after Russia won the 2014 
world championships, doing so may put the lives of Ovechkin’s family in 
danger, The New York Times reported, citing unnamed sources. 

ESPN reporter Emily Kaplan, also citing unnamed sources, has reported 
the Capitals asked Ovechkin to either change his Instagram profile photo 
or deactivate his account, but Ovechkin declined, citing concern for his 
family’s safety.  

Since its invasion of Ukraine, Russia's government has introduced new 
laws that allow for prison sentences of up to 15 years for those who even 
describe the conflict in Ukraine as a war. Putin on Wednesday referred to 
pro-Western Russians as "scum and traitors." 

Andrei Soldatov doesn't believe, however, that Ovechkin or his family 
would be at risk if he changes his social media profile photo. 

Soldatov, an expert on Russia's surveillance culture and the co-author of 
The Red Web: The Struggle Between Russia’s Digital Dictators and the 
New Online Revolutionaries, argues the potential risk to Ovechkin is 
overblown. 

“I'm a bit tired of the argument that it's too dangerous,” Soldatov wrote in 
an email to TSN. “He is a celebrity, and for Christ's sake, Russia is not 
(at least yet) Stalin's Soviet Union. We have thousands of people going 
to the streets to protest almost every day. My friends and colleagues are 
raising their voice against the war, and they are not afraid, though it's 
much more dangerous for them.” 

Nikolai Petrov, a senior research fellow at Chatham House, a research 
institute on foreign affairs in London, and an expert on Kremlin decision 
making, agreed that Ovechkin and his family would be unlikely to face 
repercussions. 

"I don't think so if Ovechkin [does] not blame Putin for the war," Petrov 
said. 

Ovechkin is among Russia’s best-known athletes. On Instagram, where 
he has posted numerous messages of support for Putin over the years, 
he has 1.6 million followers. 

Soldatov, who is based in Moscow, said Ovechkin’s celebrity status 
would help to protect him. 

“I think the worst he can get is that he could lose some contracts in 
Russia – if he had any,” Soldatov said. “We have several public figures 

speaking against the war, and at least now I don’t see massive hatred 
campaigns against them launched by Russian media. Ovechkin risks 
losing his base of support in Russia, but that’s about it.” 

A Washington Capitals spokesman said neither the team nor Ovechkin 
were available for comment. 

Predicting how Putin might react to public criticism, or even to a 
refreshed social media page, from Ovechkin is a mug’s game.  

Military and political analysts have struggled for years to decipher Putin’s 
speeches and predict his next moves. However, experts who have 
studied both the country’s long-time president and Russia’s Federal 
Security Service, or FSB, the main successor agency to the KGB, are 
divided over the potential for danger to Ovechkin and his family. 

Andrey Kortunov, head of the Russian International Affairs Council, a 
research group in Moscow co-founded by the Russian Foreign Ministry 
that has advised the Kremlin on domestic and foreign affairs issues, said 
that no one can say with certainty what might happen to Ovechkin if he 
changes his Instagram photo or takes a stand against the war in Ukraine. 

“We have entered uncharted waters and it is practically impossible to 
assess personal risks associated with taking a clear political position,” 
Kortunov wrote in an email to TSN. “Alex Ovechkin is a celebrity and his 
page might be closely monitored. The implications of a potential anti-
Putin statement by Alex are hard to predict.” 

Speaking out might also create problems for Ovechkin’s father-in-law, 
Kirill Shubsky, who helps to run the Russian company Khimkompozit, 
which makes advanced materials for boat building, Kortunov said. 
Khimkompozit, which in 2014 was sanctioned by the European Union, is 
a subsidiary of Rostec, a Russian state-owned defence industry 
company. 

“I can also imagine that Ovechkin does not want to create problems for 
his father-in-law by openly criticizing Putin,” Kortunov said. ”In this case, 
his family ties are not an asset, but a liability.” 

The New York Times reported that Ovechkin's wife and children are 
currently in Russia. 

Ovechkin and Putin have enjoyed close ties for nearly a decade. One of 
Ovechkin’s first public statements of support for the Russian president 
came in 2014 after Russia invaded eastern Ukraine and annexed 
Crimea. 

Ovechkin is featured on his Instagram account holding a sign that reads 
#SaveChildrenFromFascism, a hashtag used by pro-Russian groups in 
Ukraine to rally support for Russia’s military intervention in Ukraine. 
Ovechkin wrote on the post: “Our grandfathers and grandmothers saw 
the horrors of fascism! We will not allow it in our generation!!” 

In 2016, Ovechkin received a wedding gift from Putin and a telegram 
from the Russian president was read aloud at the reception, USA Today 
reported. In 2017, Ovechkin campaigned for Putin, starting what 
Ovechkin called a social movement known as “Putin Team.” 

“Be a part of this team,” Ovechkin wrote in an Instagram post at the time. 
“To me it’s a privilege, it’s like the feeling of when you put on the jersey of 
the Russian team, knowing that the whole country is rooting for you.” 

In a press conference on Feb. 25, a day after Russia began its invasion 
of Ukraine, Ovechkin was asked whether he still supported Putin. 

“Like, I’m Russian, right?” Ovechkin said. “You know, it’s not in my 
hands… Please, no more war. It doesn’t matter who is in the war, 
Russia, Ukraine, different countries... We have to live in peace and a 
great world.” 

Asked about his support of Putin, Ovechkin responded, "He's my 
president, but I'm not in politics. I'm an athlete." 

To this point, Ovechkin is one of two Russian NHL players to publicly 
comment on the war. 
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Calgary Flames defenseman Nikita Zadorov, whose family is in Russia, 
has posted a Ukrainian flag emoji with the words “No war” and “STOP 
IT!!!” on Instagram. 

Zadorov isn’t the only Russian to speak out, even as Russian police have 
arrested thousands who have taken part in protests against the war. 

“There are quite a few high-profile Russian celebrities and sports figures, 
TV stars and musicians, who have spoken out,” said Brian Taylor, a 
professor at Syracuse University and author of The Code of Putinism. I 
don’t see how the regime would find it useful to go after these people or 
their families.” 

Ivan Urgant, Russia’s most popular late-night talk show host, on Feb. 24 
posted a pitch-black square to his Instagram account, followed by more 
than 10 million people, alongside the caption “Fear and pain. No to war” 
in Russian. 

Urgant is now in Israel with his family where he posted a photo of himself 
on Mar. 11 with the caption: “Don’t panic. They let me go on vacation, but 
I’ll be back soon.” 

Russian tennis player Andrey Rublev, whose family is in Russia, 
scribbled “No war please” on the lens of a television camera following a 
Feb. 26 match. 

Some high-profile Russian athletes may be forced to condemn Putin and 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine if they want to continue competing. 

The London Times reported that U.K. Sports Minister Nigel Huddleston 
on Tuesday told a hearing that the British government will only allow 
individual athletes from Russia or Belarus to compete in events in the 
U.K. if they receive assurances that the individual athletes are not linked 
to the Russian or Belarusian states or their leaders. 

“We need assurances that they [competitors] are not supporters of 
Vladimir Putin,” Huddleston told the hearing. “We are considering what 
requirements we may need [to put in place] to try and get assurances 
along those lines.” 

Daniil Medvedev, the world’s No. 1 men’s tennis player, may be banned 
from Wimbledon unless he provides a public assurance that he does not 
support Putin, The Times reported. Medvedev has said publicly that he 
wants to “see peace” in Ukraine, although he has not directly criticized 
Putin or Russia’s invasion. 

Sergey Sanovich, a postdoctoral scholar at Princeton University who is 
tracking the Kremlin crackdown on free speech, said he believes 
potential risks to Ovechkin are exaggerated. 

“A friend of mine, a pregnant lady, last week posted on Facebook her 
opposition to the war in Ukraine and got a visit from the police and was 
fined,” Sanovich said in an interview with TSN. 

“We think that Ovechkin is going to be in danger for changing a picture? I 
really doubt that… People like [Ovechkin] never take responsibility. The 
idea that Ovechkin is not political and that he says he’s just an athlete is 
so hypocritical that it’s laughable.” 
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TSN.CA / March has been a miserable month for NHL goalies 

 

Travis Yost 

 

March 2022 is shaping up to be the month where goaltending fell apart 
across the National Hockey League. 

An interesting observation made this week on a precipitous decline in 
league-wide save percentage caught my eye. We’ve seen several clubs 
beaten down because of an inability to make a save in recent weeks – 
the Toronto Maple Leafs (86.7 stop rate), Minnesota Wild (85.9 stop 
rate), and Vegas Golden Knights (87.2 stop rate) are talented teams that 
have watched their goaltending capitulate in March. 

If we look month-over-month performance, we see how effective 
shooters are at beating goaltenders right now. What’s interesting is that 
this is a complete reversal of a trend we normally see during regular 
seasons – scoring tends to be the highest early on, with teams playing 
looser defensively and officiating teams more inclined to call penalties. 

This year, it’s the opposite:  

March has seen a pronounced move to the downside, with teams 
stopping 89.6 per cent of shots on average – a number you would expect 
from a journeyman backup goaltender over the course of a regular 
season. 

Naturally, the first question we should explore is whether offensive 
pressure has materially changed. If goaltenders are facing a tougher 
profile of shots (be it higher volumes, better shot quality against, or a 
combination of the two), we would see a surge in expected goal scoring. 

Here is what that looks like month-over-month:  

Two notable things stand out here. The first is that there has been 
divergence between rate-scoring and expected scoring at even strength 
for a couple of months. Because expected scoring is still flat, the 
inference is that shooters are simply more effective right now. We may 
not know if that is a byproduct of better playmaking in the offensive zone 
or weaker goaltending, but we can rule out that bluelines are being more 
accommodating in the defensive zone. There’s a similar finding on the 
power play, too – shooters are just finding the back of the net with 
regularity right now. 

Another thing worth exploring is the quality of goaltenders who are 
currently getting the crease. Among other things, if a swath of injuries – 
and we have certainly seen a few of them; Toronto and Vegas have both 
lost starting goalies – have temporarily diminished the talent at the 
position, we would expect save percentage to drop. 

So, are platoon options and backups getting more minutes? Let’s look 
there: 

This explains some of what’s going on, though the direction is not as 
strong as I would have suspected. Starters are playing less in March, 
though in line with what we saw during December and January during 
COVID-19 outbreaks. The backup options across the league have 
certainly underwhelmed – non-starters are stopping less than 89 per cent 
of shots faced, and when they are playing 41 per cent of the available 
games, that’s going to have a notable drag on league-wide save 
percentages. 

What else explains it? The reality is that a handful of starters and their 
replacements have been awful– be it random chance, under 
performance, or a combination of the two. So much so that they are 
pulling league averages down in an aggressive way. 

When you look at March performance at the individual level, you see 
nearly 60 per cent of starting goaltenders under-water relative to earlier 
parts of the season – that number is as high as 70 per cent for backup 
and third-string options who have seen a lot of the net (for a variety of 
reasons) this month. 

But look at how dramatic some of the drawdowns have been. 
Goaltenders like Montreal’s Sam Montembeault, Detroit’s Thomas 
Greiss, and Vegas’ Laurent Brossoit have been borderline unplayable 
this month. Goaltenders we normally see as high-end performers – think 
Anaheim’s John Gibson, or Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck – are also in 
an extraordinary funk. What you are left with is very few goaltenders, like 
Arizona’s Karel Vejmelka and Carolina’s Antti Raanta who are on the 
upswing. 
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What we have is a confluence of factors contributing to more scoring and 
weaker goaltending. Health and availability (or lack thereof) have 
certainly been contributory. But the great goaltenders just aren’t making 
saves right now, and their backups aren’t playing any better. 

I doubt the forwards are complaining any. But let’s not ask the coaches 
what they think. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 03.18.2022 

 


