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Alex Ovechkin, Capitals complete the comeback to edge Canes in physical shootout 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour did not like 
much of what he saw Friday. 

Washington Capitals coach Peter Laviolette thought the 
game was “awesome.” 

It was a game that needed 60 minutes, five minutes of 
overtime and then a shootout to decide it. The Caps finally 
won 4-3 as Alex Ovechkin, whose power-play goal tied the 
score with 5:04 left in the third period, produced the only 
shootout goal to be the star yet again. 

It was a third consecutive loss for the Canes (41-14-6), who 
did manage to extend their home-ice point streak to 14 
games (12-0-2). Rookie Seth Jarvis scored twice, goalie Antti 
Raanta gave his team a solid game in net with 37 saves and 
the Canes traded “punches for punches” with the physical 
Caps, as defenseman Brendan Smith put it. 

But Brind’Amour was somewhat somber after the loss. 

“We weren’t very good but we were still in position to win 
there at the end, obviously,” Brind’Amour said. “Our goalie 
played good for us and kept us in the game. We capitalized 
on a couple of chances that we had, but we didn’t really 
generate anything. The mere fact we were in a position to 
win, we were pretty fortunate.” 

The Canes were outshot 40-20 by the Caps (35-18-10) in the 
Metropolitan Division game and had the puck only a few 
moments in the overtime as Jarvis was called for a holding 
penalty on a play that had the Caps’ Dmitry Orlov holding his 
stick. The Canes did kill off most of the Jarvis penalty before 
the Caps’ Evgeny Kuznetsov was called for slashing with 20 
seconds left in the OT and it was soon on to the shootout. 

Caps goalie Ilya Samsonov easily turned away shootout 
attempts by Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Jarvis. The 
Caps, shooting second, had Kuznetsov and Nicklas 
Backstrom fail on shootout tries before Ovechkin cleanly 
beat Raanta to end it. 

Jarvis, without a goal for 18 games, had his first two-goal 
game in the NHL. He scored the first goal of the game, and 
his second came with 12.4 seconds left in the second period 

for a 3-2 lead as he went to the front of the net. Trocheck 
had tied it 2-2 with a shot from the slot seven minutes into 
the second. 

Kuznetsov and John Carlson had first-period goals for the 
Caps, who took a 7-2 road win Thursday against Columbus. 
Ovechkin had a mostly quiet game until scoring on the power 
play following a Trocheck penalty, picking up his 39th of the 
season. 

“He finds the back of the net. It’s just what he does,” Smith 
said. “I thought we did a good job but ...” 

It was a game of hard knocks. The Canes’ Nino Niederreiter 
was knocked into the Caps bench in the first period, losing 
his helmet and taking an angry swipe with his stick. In the 
third, the Canes’ Derek Stepan hammered defenseman 
Trevor van Riemsdyk into the Caps bench. 

Smith, in his second game after recovering from a fractured 
skull, played with an edge, bashing people and finishing with 
a team-high five hits. 

“It felt similar to a playoff game,” Smith said. “It gets you 
prepared. You’ve got have that grit and that grind. I try to 
bring it on a daily basis.” 

In the third, Smith put a huge shoulder-to-shoulder hit on 
Kuznetsov that left the Caps forward needing time to 
recover. 

“We’ve said all along whatever way the games go we can 
adapt to play,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight we never got our 
game going -- at all. From start to finish it just never felt like 
we were in a groove.” 

Looking for more offense, Brind’Amour tweaked his forward 
lines for the game, using Sebastian Aho on the wing and 
starting center Jesperi Kotkaniemi on a line with Svechnikov 
and Martin Necas. The Canes were without forward Jordan 
Martinook, injured Thursday in the 3-2 loss at Toronto but 
Jarvis drew back into the lineup. 

“It didn’t really work, obviously,” Brind’Amour said of his line 
changes. “Give the other team credit. They got right to their 
game and stuck to it and we were chasing it.”
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Civian: Five options the Hurricanes should consider at the trade deadline 

By Sara Civian 

We’re two days out from the 2022 NHL trade deadline, and 
it’s looking more and more like a seller’s market. 

This isn’t a big surprise, considering the cap restrictions 
facing virtually every contending team and the nature of the 
deadline in general. Now a few moves have set the market, 
and it looks steep. On Wednesday, the Panthers traded a 
first-round pick, a fourth-round pick and a prospect to the 
Canadiens for defenseman Ben Chiarot. Then on Friday, the 
Lightning gave the Blackhawks two first-rounders plus for 21-
goal-scorer Brandon Hagel. 

Check out some wonderful in-depth analysis of all the 
deadline’s moves from The Athletic’s Shayna Goldman here, 
but to sum these ones up: The price for Hagel was “super 
high” and the price for Chiarot “incredibly high.” 

That’s not to say any team “going for it” should play it safe. I 
love aggressiveness at the trade deadline, and sometimes 
an “overpay” is worth it to fulfill a need. Just ask the 
Hurricanes about Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Or ask the Lightning 
about *checks notes* everyone they acquired the past few 
years on their way to back-to-back Cups. 

Sometimes you’re going to have to do something that’s 
financially unsound to achieve greatness. 

But are the Canes even in a position to do something 
financially unsound? According to CapFriendly, they’re 
currently projected to have $1,792,500 of cap room to use at 
the deadline. But Jordan Martinook sustained a painful-
looking groin injury Thursday that took him out of that night’s 
game and Friday’s, at least. 

“Not 100 percent (clear on the extent of the injury),” Rod 
Brind’Amour said before Friday’s game, a 4-3 shootout loss 
to the Capitals. “The doctors haven’t come yet to give the 
whole down low, but he’s out tonight.” 

I love Brind’Amour for many reasons, but being bad at lying 
during injury reports is top 10. Anyway, the Canes are 
looking at a few scenarios when it comes to Martinook’s 
injury. 

If he’s not expected to be out for 10-plus games and 24-plus 
days, he can’t go on long-term injured reserve. In that case, 
the Canes have the aforementioned $1,792,500 of flexibility 
for moves before Monday’s deadline. (That’s LTIR cap room 
because they’re already using LTIR, again per to 
CapFriendly.) 

If Martinook is expected to be out for 10-plus games and 24-
plus days but not through the end of the regular season, the 
Canes could put him on LTIR and add his $1.8 million cap hit 
to their LTIR pool, bringing it to roughly $3.6 million. But if 
they used all of that space, they would have to find a way to 
get back under the cap when Martinook is healthy. 

If Martinook is expected to be out through the end of the 
regular season, the Canes could spend that roughly $3.6 
million at the trade deadline, and Martinook could return for 
the playoffs with no consequences. 

Brind’Amour’s update provided no clarity on any of this, and 
multiple other sources had no comment on Martinook’s injury 
status, either. 

So when looking at the looming deadline, we’ll have to 
consider that the Canes have either only $1.8 million or as 
much as $3.6 million to blow. They could send salaries the 
other way in trades or get teams to retain salaries, but that 
still probably isn’t enough for them to afford some of the 
higher-paid potential acquisitions. 

So what should they do? We’ve been through many of the 
potential moves, as suggested by The Athletic’s subscribers. 
Now here are the five options I think make the most sense: 

1. Trade for Jakob Chychrun 

This might end up a pointless musing. The Coyotes could 
end up keeping their relatively young franchise cornerstone, 
or they could set the price so high after the Chiarot and 
Hagel trades that the Hurricanes are never in the bidding. I 
have to think he’s going for more than those players, as a 
23-year-old, left-handed offensive defenseman with a 
reasonable cap hit ($4.6 million) and three years left on his 
contract after this one. There’s a reason he’s one of the most 
coveted deadline darlings. With the Canes saying they don’t 
want to move too much, and with less than $4 million in cap 
space to work with at best, I don’t think it’s happening, and I 
get why. But if they can find a way to make the cap work and 
decide to go all-in, he’d be a great fit. 

2. Nothing 

Jakob Chychrun or bust, baby! Just kidding. But you look at 
how close to the cap the Hurricanes are, and you understand 
they’d likely have to give up someone on the roster to fit a 
trade acquisition in — even if that someone didn’t have to be 
involved in the trade package itself. 

It seems like “doing nothing” is what the Canes want to do, 
and we should take their loyalty to the group into account. 

The Canes are leading the Metro Division by five points with 
a game in hand on second-place Pittsburgh, and they were 
tied with the Panthers for No. 1 in the East (and No. 2 in the 
NHL) in points going into Florida’s night game Friday. You 
really don’t want to mess with a roster that has had 
consistent success too much unless, obviously, you have the 
cap space to do so. This is part of the “luck” we always talk 
about around the NHL playoffs. Tampa Bay was able to add 
some players due to as “good” of a problem as you can have 
last season. The Golden Knights have been able to finesse 
similar situations in the past. 
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The Canes might just have to stick to what they have if no 
one on the roster is coming off the books. And, again, even a 
potential Martinook-to-LTIR move is only clearing up around 
$1.8 million. There’s a lot to consider. 

3. Trade for Dominik Kubalik 

I like the idea of buying low on Dominik Kubalik, especially 
given the circumstances *broadly gestures at the Chicago 
Blackhawks*. The 26-year-old winger is paced to finish at a 
career-low 15 goals this season, but it’s an outlier compared 
to his 30-goal rookie season and the next season featuring 
17 goals in 56 games. Feels like a classic change-of-scenery 
bump could happen right as the Canes are turning the corner 
into the playoffs. 

I also think this is relatively realistic, given his $3.7 million 
cap hit. If the Blackhawks or another team retained half of 
that, the Canes could fit it without too much maneuvering, 
even without Martinook on LTIR. If they have Martinook’s 
LTIR room *smiles like the Grinch*, they’re even more 
flexible to spend this much. 

According to (Raleigh-native!) Blackhawks reporter Ben 
Pope, though, Anaheim and Edmonton are the Kubalik front-
runners. 

Things may have changed in light of the Martinook news, 
considering Martinook got injured on the 17th and this report 
was from the 16th. But I wouldn’t get your hopes up. 

4. Trade for Andrew Copp 

Well, you don’t have to pay Andrew Copp next year — that 
can be seen as a plus for the cap-strapped Canes. He’s fast, 
he can play the wing or center, he kills penalties (not that 
Carolina needs help there), he’s got 13 goals for the Jets and 
averages 19:57 per night. He’s got a $3.64 million cap hit, so 
it’s roughly the same situation as Kubalik. I honestly feel like 
the Canes need more goals headed into the playoffs. Seth 
Jarvis potting two Friday night is a great sign, and of course 
a soon-to-be returning Tony DeAngelo will help, but if they 
can get someone scoring more than 10 goals, I think they 
should look into it. 

5. Trade for Jake DeBrusk 

Jake DeBrusk has fallen off this season, but to me, he’ll 
always have that player who scored two goals in Game 7 to 
push the Bruins past the Maple Leafs inside of him. Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy has been a perennial Jack Adams 
contestant for a reason, but he definitely has his guys — and 
when you fall out of that group it’s hard to get back in. While I 
respect DeBrusk for showing his cards, requesting a trade 
kind of drops your stock. Maybe the Canes could get him at 
a discount, even if he’s been playing pretty well recently. 

Would this be another depth forward to add to the Canes’ 
clogged bottom six? Maybe. But DeBrusk has made a playoff 
impact in the same way Brock McGinn did in the past — 
heavy on the forecheck, timely goals, things of that nature. I 
worry this group doesn’t have that.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 19, 2022 

 

 

 

Ovechkin spoils Jarvis’ 2-goal game in Hurricanes’ shootout loss 

The Capitals captain scored the tying goal late in regulation 
and was the only player to convert in the shootout 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For two periods, the Hurricanes had held the 
No. 3 goal scorer in NHL history without as much as a shot 
attempt. 

But as teams have learned during his 17-year career, Alex 
Ovechkin can’t be held down for long. 

Ovechkin scored his 769th career goal on the power play 
with just over five minutes left in regulation to tie the game 
and had the only goal in the shootout in Washington’s 4-3 
win Friday over the Hurricanes in front of a sellout crowd at 
PNC Arena. 

“That’s why he’s the best goal scorer of all time, right?” 
Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce said. “He doesn’t need 
much time. All he needs is one chance.” 

Ovechkin, with Vincent Trocheck in the box for interference, 
scored immediately off a faceoff win by Nicklas Backstrom at 
the start of the Capitals’ power play, rifling a wrist shot past 
Antti Raanta (33 saves) to tie the game 3-3 at 14:56 of the 
third period. 

“That wasn’t a good penalty, obviously,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said of Trocheck taking the interference 
call. “That’s a good learning lesson, though. You can’t give a 
good team an extra chance. You just can’t do it.” 

Then Ovechkin was the only player to score in the shootout, 
going last and backing a shot off the post and in for the 
winner. 

It spoiled a breakthrough effort by Hurricanes rookie Seth 
Jarvis, who not only ended an 18-game goal drought but had 
his first career two-goal game. 

“It’s been a while,” Jarvis said, “probably the longest I’ve 
gone without a goal in my career. So to get that one felt 
pretty nice and it allowed me to stop thinking about things.” 

Jarvis got his first goal since Jan. 21 to open the scoring. 
After helping create a turnover in the neutral zone, Jarvis got 
the puck from Steven Lorentz at the top of the left circle and 
cut to the middle, letting go a shot that beat Ilya Samsonov 
(16 saves) at 5:17 of the first period. 

With the game tied 2-2 late in the second period, Jarvis 
struck again. 

Andrei Svechnikov got to a puck behind the Washington net 
and passed it to Jordan Staal to the left of the net. Staal drew 
the attention of two defenders and backhanded the puck to 

Jarvis in front. Jarvis shot over a sprawling Samsonov to give 
Carolina the lead with 12.4 seconds left in the middle frame. 

“He was once of our better players, for sure,” Brind’Amour 
said of Jarvis, who became the 11th player since the 
Hurricanes’ relocation to North Carolina to reach 10 goals in 
their rookie season. “He was noticeable, and not just 
because he scored, but I think other things — he was 
engaged.” 

Jarvis, however, joined Svechnikov and Trocheck in not 
scoring in the shootout, sending Carolina to its third straight 
loss. 

“I didn’t get the puck up high enough, but my goal was a 
quick kind of chip shot over his glove,” Jarvis said. “But 
obviously that was kind of a poor effort.” 

The game had a playoff feel from the start, especially in 
terms of physicality. 

Brendan Smith, in just his second game back in the lineup 
after suffering a fractured skull Feb. 20 in Pittsburgh, set the 
tone early with his physicality and had what on most nights 
would be the check of the game when he crushed Evgeny 
Kuznetsov into the boards 30 seconds into the third period. 

“I think that is a recipe to win,” Smith said of physical play. “If 
you look at the teams that have won in the last four years, 
Tampa went and got more sandpaper. St. Louis had a lot of 
that. Washington. There’s a recipe for that and you need to 
have that, that grit and the grind. That’s the game I want to 
bring, and I try to bring it on a daily basis.” 

But even Smith had to “tip his hat” to Derek Stepan, who 
recorded the hit of the night when he put former Hurricanes 
defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk into the Capitals bench 
just over a minute after Smith’s blow to Kuznetsov, drawing a 
retaliatory penalty on Garnet Hathaway. 

“Whatever way the games go, I think we can adapt and 
play,” Brind’Amour said of his team’s physicality. 

But the Hurricanes’ power play, still missing Tony DeAngelo, 
was ineffective in both its chances Friday. The penalty kill, 
despite Ovechkin scoring on the power play, was crucial in 
overtime. 

With Jarvis in the box for a questionable holding call, 
Carolina stymied the Capitals’ 4-on-3 advantage, and Ian 
Cole eventually drew a frustration call on Kuznetsov to end 
the threat with 20 seconds left in overtime. 

The Capitals had seized control of the game in the first 
period, scoring twice on Raanta. 
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The first came after a Nino Niederreiter turnover in the 
Carolina end. The Hurricanes forward pushed the puck 
around the boards and Kuznetsov collected it before firing a 
bad-angle shot from the bottom of the left circle over 
Raanta’s shoulder to tie the game at 7:32. 

Just over three minutes later, Connor McMichael found a 
trailing John Carlson, whose one-timer had a clear path to 
the net and beat Raanta far side to give Washington its first 
lead. 

Daniel Sprong appeared to have extended Washington’s 
lead to 3-1 early in the second period when his shot went 
past Raanta and bounced back into play. But a review 
revealed that the shot hit the crossbar and then the far post 
before rattling out. 

Carolina capitalized on its new-found life. 

First, an impressive forechecking shift led to Ethan Bear 
getting the puck to Trocheck in a soft spot in the middle of 
the ice. Trocheck beat Samsonov for his 17th goal even the 
score 2-2 at 7:06 of the middle frame. 

Then Jarvis gave the Hurricanes the lead again before 
Ovechkin’s heroics. 

“It kind of felt like last night to me,” Brind’Amour said, “when 
our game was on, we just couldn’t find a way to score. This 
game felt probably the other way. It almost ended up the 
same kind of result. We actually might’ve snuck one out 
(despite) not being the better team.” 

Notes: Brind’Amour started the games with new lines that 
included Sebastian Aho playing on Trocheck’s wing opposite 
Teuvo Teravainen. But as Jarvis’ play gained confidence, the 
lines were shuffled again and Aho was moved back to the 
middle between Teravainen and Niederreiter. … Staal won 
14 of 16 faceoffs but lost the one at the start of overtime. … 
Bear has points in consecutive games for the second time 
this season and has four points in his last seven games. … 
Jarvis was reinserted in the lineup after Jordan Martinook 
was injured Thursday in Toronto. The team has still not 
updated Martinook’s status. … Teravainen has just one point 
in his last five games.
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Recap: Washington Takes Shootout Victory Friday, 4-3 

Jarvis records first career multi-goal performance for 
Carolina 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Despite the first career multi-goal game for 
Seth Jarvis, the Carolina Hurricanes came up on the wrong 
end of a 4-3 score against the Washington Capitals Friday. 

Three Things: 

1) Welcome Back, Seth 

After missing the team's three most recent games, two due 
to a minor hip issue and then sitting the third as a healthy 
scratch, the 20-year-old started off his night by giving the 
Canes something they hadn't accomplished since March 1 - 
a first period goal. 

Washington had a pair of answers to the ninth of the season 
for Jarvis, but the rookie would then score the go-ahead goal 
to put his team back out in front by a score of 3-2 with 13 
seconds to go in the second period. 

After the first one you could tell there was a visible jump to 
his game, eventually being rewarded with opportunities in 
overtime and the shootout. 

2) The Canes Showed They Could Hang Physically 

Including the likes of Tom Wilson and Garnet Hathaway, 
Washington possesses the ability to play a game filled with 
strength and physicality when needed. In a game where they 
were without the presence of Jordan Martinook, who did not 
play due to an injury suffered in Thursday night's game 
against Toronto, the 18 Canes skaters that did take the ice 
tonight showed that they could hang. 

Brendan Smith led the way with five hits, which is even 
further impressive given that tonight was just his second 
game back in action after returning from a broken skull. 
Including a complete stand-up of Tom Wilson in the first, the 
defender also flattened Evgeny Kuznetsov behind Antti 
Raanta's net in the third. 

Smith's efforts were followed up by that of Derek Stepan, 
who sent Trevor van Riemsdyk into his own bench during the 
final 20 minutes of play. 

While ultimately it is the final score that wins the game, the 
Canes showed that they refused to be pushed around 
against a team that can do it with the best of them. 

3) Raanta Gave His Team A Chance To Win, Again 

Finishing with a stat line of 37 stops on 40 shots, Antti 
Raanta put together another inspiring performance tonight. 

Despite allowing two in the first period, the netminder was 
called upon often as his team was being nearly doubled in 
shots all evening long. Rod Brind'Amour said post-game that 
he didn't think his team was very good tonight, but he was 
quick to site Raanta as one of the factors that kept his team 
in the game, keeping them in a position to steal a victory. 

Only two of the four goals scored on Raanta tonight were at 
even strength, with the third coming in the third on the power 
play and the fourth coming as Alexander Ovechkin's 
shootout winner. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening thoughts, post-game: 

"We weren't very good. I thought we were still in a position to 
win there at the end. Our goalie played good for us, kept us 
in the game. We capitalized on a couple chances we had, 
but we didn't generate anything. The mere fact that we were 
in a position to win was pretty fortunate." 

Brendan Smith on returning to the lineup and how it felt to be 
in the mix physically after his scary injury: 

"Last night in Toronto was just about getting my timing back. 
Tonight I felt a little bit more comfortable... It felt similar to a 
playoff game tonight and it gets you prepared. I like how they 
play. Knowing that I can step in after basically a month and 
compete like that, it's good for my individual physique." 

Seth Jarvis sharing his thoughts on scoring for the first time 
19 games: 

"It felt really good. It's been a while. That's the longest I've 
been without a goal in my career, so it felt really nice. It 
allowed me to stop thinking about it a little bit. 

What's Next?: 

Saturday will be an off day for the Canes and they'll return to 
work on Sunday for a 6 p.m. matchup against the Rangers. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tony DeAngelo did not play for the Canes in the 
affair. Although Brind'Amour said pregame that he 
would be returning shortly, tonight was not that 
night. 

 Brind'Amour did not have any information in regards 
to a timeline for Martinook's injury, pregame. 

 For the first time this season Sebastian Aho played 
on the wing tonight. He played to the left of Vincent 
Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen. 
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 Tonight was the just the second shootout of the 
season for the Canes. They are now 1-1 in them. 

 Because the game went past regulation, the team's 
home point streak moves to 14 games. They are 

now just one shy of matching the franchise's all-
time record. 

 The team now advances to 41-14-6, still first in the 
Metropolitan Division.

 

 
Ovechkin scores 39th, Capitals rally past Hurricanes in shootout 

Ties it in third period, gets only goal in tiebreaker 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Alex Ovechkin tied the game in the third 
period, then scored the only goal of the shootout to give the 
Washington Capitals a 4-3 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Friday. 

Ovechkin made it 3-3 on the power play at 14:56 with a wrist 
shot from just above the left face-off circle. It was his 39th 
goal of the season, moving him within one of tying Wayne 
Gretzky for the most 40-goal seasons in NHL history (12). 

"He wants it on his stick," Washington coach Peter Laviolette 
said. "He doesn't want to be on the bench, he wants to be 
out there making the difference. His release is something. 
He's a big-time player." 

Evgeny Kuznetsov and John Carlson scored for the Capitals 
(35-18-10), who extended their point streak to eight games 
(7-0-1), including a 7-2 win at the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday. Ilya Samsonov made 17 saves. 

"I thought it was awesome," Laviolette said. "It might have 
been one of the best games we've played in all year. We had 
a real good response physically in the first period. 

"There's teams that play fast, and Carolina is one of them, so 
you have to play at that speed. If you don't, you don't have 
the puck and you're not in the game. Our guys, I thought we 
did a good job of putting the hammer down." 

Seth Jarvis scored two goals, and Antti Raanta made 37 
saves for the Hurricanes (41-14-6), who have a 14-game 
home point streak (12-0-2). They were coming off a 3-2 loss 
at the Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday. 

"We weren't very good," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "We were still in a position to win there at the end. We 
capitalized on a couple chances we had. We didn't really 
generate anything. The mere fact that we were in a position 
to win, we were pretty fortunate." 

Jarvis made it 1-0 at 5:17 of the first period when he cut to 
the slot and scored past Samsonov's blocker. The rookie 
forward had gone 18 games without a goal. 

"It's probably the longest I went without a goal in my career," 
Jarvis said. "To get that one felt really nice, and it allowed 
me to stop thinking about it a bit." 

Kuznetsov tied it 1-1 at 7:32 when he skated from behind the 
Washington net and scored from a sharp angle, extending 
his point streak to eight games. 

Carlson put the Capitals ahead 2-1 at 10:45 with one-timer 
off a pass from Connor McMichael. 

Trocheck tied it 2-2 at 7:06 of the second period when he 
took a pass from Ethan Bear and scored from between the 
circles. 

Jarvis gave Carolina a 3-2 lead with 13 seconds left in the 
period after Jordan Staal passed to him across the slot. 

"We felt really good about our game," Carlson said. "The last 
five minutes or so (of the second period), they weren't our 
best but they weren't that bad either. We felt confident in our 
game and how it was going for us. When things go well, you 
prove to yourself your capabilities." 

Washington played without forward T.J. Oshie, who left the 
game Thursday with a lower-body injury. 

"It's kind of how it's been all year, just kind of dealing with 
guys in and out," Carlson said. "Guys can step up and play 
bigger minutes and play bigger roles. I think you're seeing 
that day by day. It was a gutsy effort." 

NOTES: Kuznetsov has scored 11 points (six goals, five 
assists) during his streak, tying the longest of his NHL career 
(2017-18 and 2018-19). … Ovechkin has scored five points 
(three goals, two assists) during a four-game point streak. … 
Carlson played a season-high and game-high 28:07. … The 
Capitals' plus-20 shot differential (40-20) was their largest of 
the season. … Washington forward Mike Vecchione played 
his third NHL game and his first since 2016-17 with the 
Philadelphia Flyers. He was minus-1 with three shots on goal 
in 5:06 of ice time. … Jarvis missed the previous three 
games with a hip injury. … The Hurricanes are 0-for-12 on 
the power play in the past five games. … Trocheck has 
scored four points (two goals, two assists) during a four-
game point streak.
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Ovechkin ties game, scores in shootout as Caps top ’Canes 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Ovechkin tied the game late in 
the third period and scored the winner in a shootout as the 
Washington Capitals beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on 
Friday night. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov and John Carlson also scored in 
regulation for Washington, which has an eight-game point 
streak to match its longest stretch of the season. Ilya 
Samsonov made 16 saves before denying all three Carolina 
tries in the tiebreaker. 

Ovechkin was the last Washington shooter and put the puck 
past goalie Antti Raanta.  

That’s the type of production the Capitals have come to 
expect from Ovechkin throughout his illustrious career. 

“He wants it on his stick,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “He 
wants to be out there making a difference.” 

Rookie center Seth Jarvis scored twice for his first multigoal 
game and Vincent Trocheck had the other goal for the 
Hurricanes, who have lost three in a row. Raanta stopped 37 
shots. 

The Hurricanes extended their home point streak to 14 
games, one shy of the franchise record. 

The Capitals outshot the Hurricanes 40-20, including 4-1 in 
overtime. 

“I thought it was awesome, probably one of the best games 
we’ve played all year,” Laviolette said. 

With both teams playing road games Thursday, it could have 
been a bit of a grind. But Laviolette said that knowing the 
Hurricanes would want a fast-paced game meant the 
Capitals had to arrive with a purpose. 

“You have to play at that speed,” he said. 

The Hurricanes had outshot their last six opponents. They 
never got rolling in this one. 

“The mere fact that we were in position to win, we were 
pretty fortunate,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
never got our game going at all. Give the other team credit. 
They got right to their game and stuck with it.” 

Jarvis scored the first of three goals in the opening 11 
minutes, ending his 18-game goal drought. He wasn’t in the 
lineup the previous three games. 

Kuznetsov’s 21st of the season came from a tough angle for 
an unassisted goal at 7:32. Carlson put the Capitals on top 
3:13 later. 

The Hurricanes pulled even on Trocheck’s rapid-fire delivery 
from the slot after a Washington turnover. 

The Capitals failed to clear the puck again late in the period, 
with the Hurricanes turning quick passing into Jarvis’ second 
goal with 12.4 seconds remaining. It was his 10th goal of the 
season. 

Ovechkin tied it with 5:04 left in the third on a power play. 
Nicklas Backstrom won a faceoff, setting up Ovechkin for his 
39th goal of the season. 

“He doesn’t need much time and all he needs is one 
chance,” Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce said. 

Ovechkin has scored in three consecutive games, including 
passing Jaromir Jagr for third place in NHL history with his 
767th career goal earlier in the week. 

Washington has handed Carolina three of its 20 losses this 
season, and the other two came in regulation. 

LINEUP SWITCH 

Jarvis was back in the lineup in part because of an injury 
sustained by teammate Jordan Martinook late in the game a 
night earlier at Toronto. Martinook scored the winner in 
Carolina’s previous home game last Saturday against 
Philadelphia. 

Jarvis said he didn’t dwell on his scoring drought. 

“To get that one felt really nice,” he said. “Obviously, it’s in 
your head and you want to score. I try to not make it weigh 
on me.” 

SHOOTOUT SHORTAGE 

There are only 21 games left in the season and this marked 
the first time the Hurricanes lost in a shootout. However, it 
was just the second time they’ve been in that situation. 

Every other team had been in at least two shootouts this 
season. Now the Edmonton Oilers at 3-0 and the Calgary 
Flames with a 2-0 shootout mark are the only teams without 
a loss in the tiebreaker. 

Washington improved to 4-2 in shootouts. 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: Host the Dallas Stars on Sunday. 

Hurricanes: Host the New York Rangers on Sunday.
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Answering the big questions ahead of the NHL trade deadline 

By Emily Kaplan 

The NHL trade deadline is three days away, and the action is 
picking up. Most teams are waiting until the last minute to 
make moves -- hey, every dollar matters in this salary-cap 
world -- but a pair of Wednesday trades should spur some 
action. You probably have questions about what the next 
three days have in store. I did, too. So I worked the phones, 
and here's what I found out. 

What is the biggest question still remaining ahead of the 
deadline?  

Where do Claude Giroux and Marc-Andre Fleury end up? 
They have been the two biggest names this trade deadline 
cycle. 

Let's start with Giroux, the Flyers captain who has spent his 
entire 15-year career in Philadelphia. Talking to people 
around Giroux, you understand how challenging the last few 
weeks have been for him. I get the sense Giroux doesn't 
want to leave. He has fallen in love with the city of 
Philadelphia, which he calls his second home, and takes 
pride in being a Flyer. But he's 34 years old, he knows his 
chances to win a Stanley Cup are dwindling, and chasing the 
Cup with a contender this spring is too good of an 
opportunity to pass up. 

Giroux put his focus on playing his 1,000th game in 
Philadelphia on Thursday night. Now that the emotional night 
is over, Giroux will shift focus to selecting his next 
destination. I have been told that the Florida Panthers are 
the front-runner, though there may have been some sort of 
snafu in talks this week -- around the same time the 
Panthers were trading for Ben Chiarot. The Panthers, who 
are looking to make a splash, believe they can also make it 
work for Giroux, who would likely start as Aleksander 
Barkov's top line wing. Florida kept Owen Tippett out of its 
AHL lineup on Thursday, a good sign he could be included in 
a deal. The Colorado Avalanche are also in on Giroux, and 
there could be at least one other team lurking in the wing. 

As for Fleury? The Blackhawks gave the goaltender a 
handshake agreement this summer that he'd only get traded 
if he signs off on it. They plan to honor it. That, plus a 10-
team no trade clause, gives Fleury full control here. While it 
hasn't been an ideal season in Chicago, I'm told Fleury likes 
the city and feels he's been treated very well by everyone in 
the organization. He doesn't want to uproot his family for a 
few months -- the kids are engaged in school, and activities 
like soccer teams -- so he'll only go to a team that he feels 
has a legitimate chance to win a Cup. 

The only problem? Not sure if that team exists for him. There 
was some preliminary talk about Edmonton, but I don't think 
Fleury was crazy about going there, and it seems like the 
Oilers have ultimately decided goaltending prices are too rich 
for their liking and they'll stick it out with Mikko Koskinen and 

Mike Smith. The Golden Knights could use a goalie with 
Robin Lehner's injury uncertainty, but a reunion between 
Vegas and its Day 1 goalie -- however storybook it would be 
-- doesn't seem like it's in the cards. Perhaps Colorado 
makes sense, but it feels like the Avs are looking to go "all-
in" in other areas. 

The most likely destination at this point feels like Toronto, 
who would need to sell itself hard to Fleury. It all depends on 
Toronto's desperation level. 

All of that said, I think there's a good chance Fleury remains 
in Chicago for the rest of the season. He hasn't had a long 
offseason in a while. He plans to play next season. Using the 
long summer to re-set might be what the 37-year-old actually 
craves. 

What's the most competitive market? 

Defensemen. Among the teams hoping to add to their 
blueline: Boston, Carolina, Los Angeles, New York Rangers, 
St. Louis and Toronto. Florida was on that list, too, but 
satisfied its need by picking up Ben Chiarot for a massive 
price. Panthers GM Bill Zito had been looking for a veteran 
defenseman all season. Some might call it an overpay for 
Chiarot, but I think it was smart to get the guy who helped 
shut down Auston Matthews in last years' playoffs, no matter 
the price. 

Chiarot's move to Florida shifted the other team's focus 
elsewhere. 

We know Seattle captain Mark Giordano, who just celebrated 
his 1,000th game as a healthy scratch for trade protection, is 
going to go. I don't think the Kraken anticipated getting a 
first-rounder for the 37-year-old, even if they retain salary. 
However, given the price of Chariot they should at least pull 
a second-rounder, plus something else. 

Jakob Chychrun's injury is not as serious as believed, so 
he's still in play for Boston and Los Angeles, the two teams I 
think have been most engaged with Arizona. I know Boston 
has had serious talks with Arizona; Fabian Lysell is a 
prospect in Boston's system that the Coyotes really covet, 
but it doesn't seem like the Bruins want to part with their 
2021 first-round pick. I think Carolina at least kicked the tires 
on Chychrun, too. However Arizona doesn't feel urgency to 
trade Chychrun if their price isn't met; the Yotes know there 
could be a bigger market this summer. 

The Ducks have tried to work out an extension for Hampus 
Lindholm but there doesn't seem to be much progress as of 
Thursday. They're asking for a massive package, and a lot of 
teams are interested -- including Boston and Toronto -- 
though those suitors may be waiting to see if the price drops. 

Going down a tier, Justin Braun, Calvin de Haan, Robert 
Hagg, Nick Leddy and Colin Miller are all solid veteran 
options that should have new homes by March 22. Miller got 
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back into the lineup just in time to make himself available for 
the deadline after missing 23 games following an 
undisclosed surgery. A team is going to be really happy to 
pick up Miller. 

Biggest names still left that you expect to be traded? 

Besides the guys I've already mentioned, I see Anaheim 
trading Rickard Rakell, who is also a pending UFA. I haven't 
heard about much progress with contract talks for Rakell, 
and as new GM Pat Verbeek told me earlier this month: "We 
can't let anyone walk out the door for nothing." 

Phil Kessel may only have six goals on the season, but he's 
still Phil Kessel, a gifted scorer with 96 games of playoff 
experience (and 34 playoff goals) who could add an extra 
dimension to any team's third line. He's been available pretty 
much all season, but no team has met Arizona's asking 
price, which I believe was a third-round pick. The Rangers 
are among the teams that I've heard have done some 
research on Kessel. 

Any players that have been in the "rumor mill" that you don't 
expect to be traded by Monday? 

Plenty, actually! Let's begin with JT Miller in Vancouver; 
seems like his name has been trending on Twitter for 
months. Miller performed so well lately, he's basically played 
himself out of a trade. The asking price for Miller at this point 
would be so exorbitant, that I can't imagine any teams 
actually doing it. There's also been a lot of smoke around 
Brock Boeser's name. There was a potential trade that sent 
Boeser to the New Jersey Devils, and it involved Pavel 
Zacha. However I was told those talks broke down because 
neither side could make it work. Boeser is still in play, but I 
wouldn't be shocked if Vancouver decides to punt a decision 
until this summer. 

Filip Forsberg and Patrik Laine's names were out there 
briefly, but both players are safe bets to remain with their 
teams (Nashville and Columbus, respectively). 

There was a time that Artturi Lehkonen was one of the 
buzziest names out there, with talks of the versatile forward 
generating a first-round pick. Now I think he stays in 
Montreal. 

Alexandar Georgiev never formally asked the Rangers for a 
trade, though he let it be known he wanted the opportunity to 
be the No. 1 goaltender -- something he'll be blocked from 
on Broadway, as he's the same age as Igor Shesterkin. 
Georgiev is an RFA this summer, and I don't see a situation 
where he remains in New York past this season. Georgiev 
switched agents last week, and is now represented by Gerry 
Johannson. That could help facilitate a trade, but it seems 
like the Rangers would like to have Georgiev play backup the 
rest of the season (as they'd need to acquire a veteran 
goaltender to replace him) and let the trade play out over the 
summer instead. 

How bout a few "under-the-radar" names that could be 
moved and make a big impact? 

On the goaltender front, keep an eye on Anton Forsberg, 
who has played well lately in Ottawa. The Senators wanted 
to re-sign him, but I'm not sure how far they got, and I think 
there are a few teams who believe the 29-year-old would be 

a sneaky good pickup. Comical since everyone had a 
chance to get him for free when he was claimed off waivers 
three different times last season. 

I've been pumping the tires of Hagg as a gamer and perfect 
stay-at-home 6th or 7th defenseman for a contender. He's 
competitive as hell. I know he's on a lot of team's lists. 

Centers are always a commodity, and the fact Ottawa 
doesn't appear to be re-signing Nick Paul (who carries an 
attractive $1.35 million cap hit) means he'll be a hot name 
come Monday. 

Teams that will be more active than you think? 

Everyone knows the Panthers and Avs are going for it. The 
Rangers have more than $30 million in cap space. 

But this question is about the unexpected, so I present to you 
the St. Louis Blues and Detroit Red Wings. In St. Louis, GM 
Doug Armstrong has been saying he has no cap space and 
can't get anything done. But from the amount of work I hear 
that organization has been doing behind the scenes, it 
seems like they're plotting something -- specifically on the 
blueline. That's a GM that's not afraid to go bold. 

And Detroit? A few people have told me to keep an eye on 
them, and there's a belief that anyone on the roster is in play 
outside Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond (though I have a 
hard time seeing them part with captain Dylan Larkin, either). 
This text I received from an NHL executive should put the 
rest of the league on notice: "Steve Y is up to something." 
Dangerous words. 

Teams that will be less active than you think? 

Carolina. Yes, the Hurricanes are one of the best teams in 
the league and have been in conversations with some of the 
best names available. I just get the sense the Canes are 
content with their roster. They'd like to add a depth 
defenseman, for sure -- and don't have to worry about sides, 
as their eight NHL-caliber defenseman split up as four 
righties, four lefties. However I don't think the Canes are 
willing to part with a first-round pick, having already given up 
one earlier this year in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet. 

Which teams will best take advantage of their cap space? 

The Arizona Coyotes have been using their space all season 
long as they work a rebuild through draft and development. 
Don't be shocked to see the Yotes pick up a dormant veteran 
contract (like Shea Weber in Montreal, for example) just to 
hit the cap floor. 

Buffalo Sabres GM Kevyn Adams made it clear to the rest of 
the league he's open for business and willing to help broker 
deals. The Sabres are sellers, but also looking to add players 
with term -- including a future partner for 2021 No. 1 pick 
Owen Power, who should join the team after his season in 
Michigan is over. 

Keep an eye on the Blue Jackets and Red Wings in this 
space as well. 

What do we expect out of Ron Francis in the Kraken's first 
deadline? 

Francis has kept a tight circle. I've heard from a few agents 
and other league executives that they have a hard time 
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deciphering what the Kraken are up to. They got a good deal 
for Calle Jarnkrok, one of the expansion draft picks they 
absolutely hit on, and plan to deal Giordano, too. After that, 
it's anyone's guess. I wouldn't be surprised if Colin Blackwell 
(UFA this summer), Carson Soucy (UFA in 2023) or Haydn 
Fleury (RFA in 2022) are on the move. I also wouldn't be 
surprised if they aren't. 

What's a trend we'll see this trade deadline? 

Look for teams to seek out 2023 draft picks instead of 2022 
picks. It's a stronger class. A lot of teams have lottery 
protection, so this won't really be relevant around the trade 
deadline, but let it be known while the consensus No. 1 pick 
this year Shane Wright is good, he's not viewed as elite as 
2023's Connor Bedard or Matvei Michkov. 

Who ends up making the playoffs in the West? 

The Wild, Wild West it is! While the East playoff picture has 
been set for weeks now -- the eight teams are just jockeying 
for seeding -- the West is anyone's guess. Vegas' free fall 
seemingly opened the field for a few pesky teams hanging 
around, like the Stars, Canucks and Jets (I'm discounting the 
Ducks after their post-All Star slide). I think Vegas ultimately 
overcomes the adversity, and gets in as a wild card along 
with resurgent Dallas. Then it will be Colorado, St Louis and 
Minnesota from the Central and Calgary, Los Angeles and 
Edmonton from the Pacific. 

Which teams are feeling least comfortable with their 
goaltending? 

The Oilers and Wild both explored goaltending options, but I 
believe both got scared off by prices and are sticking with the 
tandems they have. That means we can cross them off the 
list. 

Toronto has to be up there. Petr Mrazek has had a season to 
forget, while Jack Campbell lost his way, and is now 
sidelined by a rib injury. The Maple Leafs' confidence about 
their goaltending predicates on what they know about the 
severity of Campbell's injury. The bigger issue in Toronto is 
their defensive play, and adding to the blueline feels like 
more of a priority. 

The answer here, though, is Vegas. Their play lately is 
alarming, and injuries are piling up. The latest buzz around 
the league is that Robin Lehner (who now has a lower body 
injury on top of the upper body injury that ailed him this year) 
has an uncertain timetable to return. That's reason enough to 
panic for Vegas, which has made the playoffs easily each of 
its first four seasons, rarely playing meaningful games down 
the stretch. Peter DeBoer expressed his exasperation with 
the makeshift tandem of Laurent Brossoit and Logan 
Thompson: "Just didn't get in front of enough pucks. It's 
pretty simple. I am not a goaltending expert but you have to 
get in front of a couple." 

You did this just over a month ago, any changes to who you 
think will be in the Cup finals? 

I had Avs versus the Lightning in the Final, and I'm sticking 
to it. We'll see if I do another one of these, then I can go for 
the three-peat too!
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Quick Shifts: 12 fast trade notes as deadline intensity rises  

By Luke Fox 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of 
hockey, serious and less so, and rolling four lines deep. 
Kickin’ tires and takin’ names. 

1. If Kyle Dubas wasn’t feeling pressure prior to the 
weekend, surely he is now. 

The Florida Panthers paid the price for one of the most 
coveted hardnosed defenders available, and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning snatched Brandon Hagel, a cap-friendly 21-goal-
scoring left wing Dubas had been dreaming of slotting beside 
John Tavares. 

Dubas had interest in both. 

Neither came cheap, mind you. 

Julien BriseBois, firmly living in the now, surrendered two 
first-round picks for the 23-year-old Hagel, who should be in 
club control for five years. 

“We’re hoping they’re late first-round picks. We know what 
the odds are of a late-first-round pick turning into an NHL 
player,” said BriseBois Friday. The GM figures he’s done 
shooting his shots. “We’re getting a sure thing, a player that’s 
already established himself in the NHL. 

“If we can do anything to increase the odds of our current 
team being successful and going on another magical run, 
then I feel like we need to do that.” 

The Chicago Blackhawks sent Hagel, plus a pair of fourth-
rounders to the champs for a first in 2023, a first in 2024, 
Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk. 

A shockingly high price. 

But it feels like serious GMs are coming to grips with the fact 
that windows of contention are cyclical in a salary-cap world. 
When your time comes, pounce. 

And if you have any prayer in the universe of going for a 
three-peat, why not? 

Caution is death. 

"I know we are stretched to the cap this year. But if anyone 
can do it, Julien can find a way,” Lightning captain Steven 
Stamkos correctly predicted last month. 

“I mean, if we base it off the last two years and what he's 
been able to do, then we wouldn't be surprised. You know, it 
was pretty amazing what he's been able to pull off the last 
couple years, certainly with the lack of flexibility we had. 

“The magic that he’s worked by adding third-party teams and 
things like that, as a player you really appreciate the effort — 
because you never know when it's going to be your year.” 

Hagel had term and was dealt. Could Jakob Chychrun be 
next? 

2. I’m a fan of Pat Verbeek’s hardline approach to expiring 
contracts. Free of loyalty to the players he’s suddenly 
overseeing, Verbeek’s return for Josh Manson is legit. 
Olympian Drew Helleson is 20 and a highly touted prospect 
whose prime should coincide with that of excitable forwards 
Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry. 

Somewhat surprised the GM is also ready to part with 
Hampus Lindholm, but with multiple suitors —Toronto, 
Boston, St. Louis, and Los Angeles among them — the 
dynamic puck-mover should fetch a return in the Ben Chiarot 
range. Or better. 

3. Speaking of Chiarot: Holy return, Batman! We’d heard this 
was supposed to be a buyer’s market for defencemen. 
Guess not. 

The bet is some buyer is going to get a Justin Braun or 
Jacob Middleton at a steal. 

4. Joe Sakic has quietly taken the baton from Lou Lamoriello 
as the ultimate actions-speak-louder-than-words executive. 
Imagine acquiring both Devon Toews and Manson in this 
climate, where teams pay through the nose for decent D-
men, without surrendering a single first-round pick. 

Quote of the Week goes to Calgary’s Darryl Sutter on Sakic’s 
Avalanche: 

“If you are a wild-card team, I sure as hell don’t want to play 
Colorado in the first round. Because it’s going to be a waste 
of eight days.” 

5. If the Dallas Stars — a pandemic-damaged organization 
that would love some playoff gate but doesn’t resemble a 
true contender on the ice — are really standing pat and 
hoping for a wild card, why were they sending multiple 
scouts to so many Maple Leafs games in the lead-up to the 
deadline? 

6. Beautiful touch by the Philadelphia Flyers, bringing Claude 
Giroux’s father, Raymond, into the dressing room to call out 
the lineup ahead of his 1,000th game. 

Of all the rental forwards about to get moved, it’s difficult to 
see anyone other than Giroux as the greatest difference-
maker. 

Forget his age (32) for a second. No impending UFA 
available has more goals (18), points (42) or points per game 
(0.75) this season. Add the intangibles — ability to play 
centre or wing, leadership, desire to win a Cup — and 
whoever gets this guy (Florida? Colorado? Bueller?) is lucky. 

7. San Jose could’ve had the Giroux of this deadline in 
Tomas Hertl but opted to extend the centre for max term 
instead. I have mixed feelings on this one. 

On one hand, I commend Joe Will, like Doug Wilson before 
him, for being able to keep talent in the fold. 
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On the other, these Sharks continually give huge term to 
good players deep into the 30s. 

San Jose got lucky clearing its books of the Evander Kane 
situation. 

Come 2024-25, the Sharks will be paying thirty-somethings 
Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Logan 
Couture and Hertl each $7 million or more past their primes. 

How can you possibly dress a contending roster under those 
circumstances? 

The next big decision: Timo Meier is a scheduled restricted 
free agent in 2023. He can re-up as early as this July. 

8. While I’m not 100 per cent sold on San Jose’s course of 
action here, I do appreciate that the team forced Hertl into a 
decision and didn’t risk walking one of the best UFA forwards 
all the way to market. 

That’s where the Nashville Predators and Filip Forsberg 
come in. 

The Preds are a fine outfit but not an all-in squad the way 
divisional rivals Colorado, St. Louis, or even Minnesota must 
be. 

GM David Poile and Forsberg’s agent, J.P. Barry, are taking 
another crack at an extension. Great. 

But if Poile can’t get a signature on paper by lunchtime 
Monday, he must play hardball and trade. 

With the assets rentals are yielding this week, imagine how a 
Forsberg trade could set your team up down the road. 

9. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour’s thoughts on the 
trade deadline heating up: “Everybody's watching the news. I 
try not to watch the news news. I try to watch the sports 
news. The real news is too depressing, so let’s stick to sports 
— that’s entertaining. 

“I don't see us doing too much stuff, so I’m not too 
concerned.” 

Carolina has no first-round pick to spend in 2022, a projected 
cap space of $0 and a preference for trading for players with 
term. It also has a heckuva team and a bunch of “own 
rentals,” led by Vincent Trocheck. 

Of all the GMs who could actually justify standing pat 
Monday, Don Waddell might be the one. 

(P.S. Waddell apologized for grabbing a slice of pizza 
Thursday inside the Toronto press box. Don’t apologize. 
Treat yourself. You’ve helped build a heckuva hockey team.) 

10. Travis Dermott appears to be replacing Timothy Liljegren 
on the right side of the Maple Leafs’ third pairing Saturday 
night in Nashville. 

Some wonder if it’ll be Dermott’s final game as a Leaf. 

We wonder why he was healthy scratched all week after 
playing his best hockey in February. Was it an injury-
prevention thing? 

Despite his sporadic usage and falling out of favour with the 
coaching staff, Dermott has been a plus-5 since November. 

11. The hockey world has (rightly) gone gaga over the Calle 
Jarnkrok trade reuniting the Gavle Gang in Calgary. 

Just as fun is Frank Vatrano being shipped to the New York 
Rangers. The salary-clearing manoeuvre reunited the former 
Panther with childhood pal Jacob Trouba…. 

12. Despite all the expiring contracts on his roster and 
management’s obvious objective to tank, Arizona Coyotes 
coach André Tourigny didn’t feel it necessary to directly 
address the trade deadline with his players until recently. 

Tourigny sensed the trade rumours were messing with his 
players’ heads following the Ilya Lyubushkin–Nick Ritchie 
deal. That made the inevitable sink in. For the first time all 
season, he felt some soul-searching going on. 

The best way to deal with it, Tourigny figured, was head-on. 
He talked it out with the room. 

His message: Forget about your individual situation. Don’t 
stress over a future you cannot control. Win the day. 

“The guys really love each other. We really have a good 
group; the guys have fun every day,” Tourigny says. The eye 
test bears that out. 

“[GM] Bill Armstrong often says, when you watch our 
practice, you feel like we're first overall,” the coach adds. 
“We have a good spirit, the guys like each other, so let’s live 
in the present.” 

A handful of team-first veterans — Andrew Ladd, Antoine 
Roussel, Anton Stralman, Loui Eriksson and Jay Beagle — 
have helped the upbeat coach keep spirits high when playoff 
chances have been low. 

Really, the culture is refreshingly optimistic in the desert.
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Canes lose late lead, fall in shootout to Caps 

Carolina saw a 3-2 third-period lead go away Friday night, 
with Washington winning in the shootout.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Sometimes it feels like a team just has your number.  

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered their third loss in three 
games against the Washington Capitals this season Friday 
night in PNC Arena, falling 4-3 in a shootout after holding a 
late 3-2 lead.  

And while Carolina did extend its home point streak to 14 
games, it was a missed opportunity to get the full points as 
Alex Ovechkin tied the game on the power play with just over 
five minutes remaining in the third period before Ovechkin 
won it in the shootout.  

For the Canes, Seth Jarvis was the brightest star in the first 
multi-goal game of his NHL career, scoring the Canes’ first 
and third goals. Vincent Trocheck added the game-tying goal 
in the third period, bringing the Canes back from a 2-1 deficit 
that was provided by Evgeny Kuznetsov and John Carlson.  

Between the pipes for the Canes was Antti Raanta, who 
bounced back well after a rough first period. In total, Raanta 
stopped 37 of 40 shots faced on the night. The winning 
netminder was Ilya Samsonov, who made 17 saves.  

It was an incredibly physical, playoff-like game with the 
Hurricanes answering Washington’s physicality in a way that 
it maybe hasn’t done in the first two games against the Caps 
this year. The teams combined for 57 hits, with Washington 
having the 31-26 edge.  

Brendan Smith, recently back from injury, was particularly 
imposing in the physical aspect of the game, finishing with # 
hits and laying a couple of massive ones to really get the 
team and the crowd fired up. 

Some examples, for your viewing pleasure: 

The first period was a chippy, chippy affair, with heavy hits 
thrown from both teams and five combined penalties. Two of 
those penalties for each team were concurrent, with the 
teams playing four scoreless minutes of four-on-four action 
during the opening period.  

Carolina got things started on the scoreboard, as Jarvis 
scored his first goal in 19 games, and the Canes first first-
period goal in eight games, with a beautiful wrister from the 
slot.  

Raanta made a pair of good saves to spark the Canes going 
the other way, with Steven Lorentz making a collected play 
to grab the puck and dish it off to Jarvis. The wrister from 
Jarvis was a fantastic one, as he blasted it past Samsonov to 
make it 1-0.  

Kuznetsov tied it up at 1-1 shortly later with a wild wrister, 
collecting the puck after a pretty bad turnover from Nino 
Niederreiter. Kuznetsov got it behind the net and skated 
himself parallel to the end line, sniping a super-tight angle 
shot past Raanta into the roof of the net.  

Carlson buried a one-timer from the circle to make it 2-1, 
another goal Raanta probably would like back.  

The Canes opened the second period with a bad power play, 
as a late first-period penalty from the Caps gave Carolina 
1:58 of man advantage to start the middle frame. That man 
advantage was gross, though.  

Trocheck tied up the game though with another fantastic shot 
for the Canes, as Ethan Bear powered a pass through two 
defenders to Trocheck in the slot. Trocheck pulled the quick 
trigger and zipped a wonderful goal past Samsonov.  

In the waning seconds of the middle frame, the Canes made 
it 3-2 as Jarvis scored his second. The Canes had a late 
faceoff in the offensive zone that got tied up in the corner, 
with Andrei Svechnikov backhanded a pass to Jordan Staal, 
who threaded one to Jarvis in the middle.  

The Hurricanes’ young rookie converted on the chance, 
powering one through Samsonov to give the Canes the lead 
just 13 seconds before the end of the second period.  

The third period was more of the same, as the teams battled 
physically in a really tight game. The Canes got another 
power play, and it was better, but still came up empty. And 
with 5:08 left in the game, Trocheck took an avoidable 
penalty and gave Washington a power play.  

And immediately on the man advantage, Ovechkin ripped a 
shot past Raanta from his wheelhouse to tie things up at 3-3.  

The overtime period wasn’t great, with Washington 
completely dominating all possession of the puck and 
peppering shots on Raanta, who prolonged things for quite 
some time on his own.  

Jarvis was whistled for a (questionable) penalty with 1:38 left 
in the overtime period, but the Hurricanes clamped things 
down and survived the push from Washington until a 
Kuznetsov penalty with 19.8 seconds to go brought things 
back to even strength.  

In the shootout, Trocheck, Svechnikov and Jarvis were all 
denied for the Canes, while Ovechkin netted Washington’s 
third shot to win the game.  

The Canes will be back in action Sunday at home against the 
Rangers.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Jarvis, Smith on shootout loss to Caps 

The Canes dropped a shootout to the Caps Friday night, 
letting a late lead slip away.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes saw a late 3-2 lead slip away in 
PNC Arena Friday night, eventually falling to the Capitals in a 
shootout.  

Thanks to two goals from Seth Jarvis, his first multi-goal 
game, and a tally from Vincent Trocheck, the Canes led the 
Capitals 3-2 late in the third period. An untimely Trocheck 
penalty let Alex Ovechkin tie things up though, with Ovechkin 
also providing the winning strike in the shootout.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the game: We weren’t very good. We were still in a 
position to win there at the end, obviously. The goalie played 
good for us, kept us in the game. We capitalized on a couple 
of chances that we had. We didn’t really generate anything. 
The mere fact that we were even in a position to win, we 
were pretty fortunate.  

On matching Washington’s physicality: We’ve said all along 
that whatever way the game is going we can adapt and play. 
Tonight we never got our game going at all. From start to 
finish it just never felt like we were in a groove. Give the 
other team credit, they got right to their game and stuck with 
it and we were chasing it even though we were ahead. It kind 
of felt like last night to me, where our game was on but we 
just couldn’t find a score. This game felt the other way, and it 
almost ended up in the same kind of result where we may 
have snuck one out not being the better team.  

On shuffling the lines: I don’t know. We haven’t scored a lot 
of goals. We’re just looking at different things. It didn’t really 
work, obviously.  

On Jarvis getting a goal: He was one of our better players, 
for sure. He was noticeable. And not just because he scored, 
but other things. He was engaged. He had a good game, 
obviously.  

On the rotation: They went down to three lines, so we kind of 
did the same. They kind of got lost in the shuffle a little bit 
there at the end. I’ve got to look at it again to really assess 
everybody.  

On Ovechkin: That’s why he’s more than likely going to be 
the best goal scorer of all time. He’s got a unique gift. 
Everyone stands in the same spots he stands and shoots 
pucks, and his go in. He gets them through. The one at the 
end was through four or five people and into the back of the 
net. It sucks to be on the other end of it, but he is a special 
player, for sure.  

On the overtime: We were terrible in overtime. Our whole 
game was not good tonight. We took the penalty and dug in 
there. Our penalty killers did a good job, even though they 
gave up one. Our D were pretty solid blocking shots. They 
were doing what they had to do when you don’t have a game 
going to find a way to get a chance to win and keep us in 
there. I think we at least did that.  

On Trocheck’s third-period penalty: That wasn’t a good 
penalty, obviously. It’s a good lesson. You can’t give a good 
team one extra chance. You just can’t do it.  

Brett Pesce 

On holding Ovechkin in check for most of the night but then 
him providing the game-tying goal: Yeah. It was on the kill. 
It’s kind of just unfortunate. It came right to him, and he got it 
through like four guys. That’s why he’s the best goal scorer 
of all time, right? He doesn’t need much time, and all he 
needs is one chance. It is what it is.  

On the game as a whole: I don’t know. Not our best, to be 
honest. I felt like we had a lot of turnovers in the neutral 
zone. They did a good job of wearing us out as D. They kept 
just kept dumping pucks in and battling. It’s a stress game, 
and they definitely got the better of it. And obviously we lost 
the special teams battle. When you’re going against a really 
good team like that, you need your special teams. Obviously 
they got the best of us.  

On matching Washington’s physicality: Yup. That was 
definitely a playoff feel kind of game. Brendan Smith was 
unbelievable tonight. He’s just a hard-nosed hockey player. 
We fed off that energy, for sure.  

On Jarvis’ two goals: Couldn’t be happier for that kid. He 
does what he’s asked. I’m glad to see him get rewarded, for 
sure.  

On Smith’s physicality just two games back from a head 
injury: It’s awesome. He’s an unbelievable guy. Unbelievable 
pickup for us, especially coming down the stretch here. 
We’re going to need a guy like that, for sure.  

Seth Jarvis 

On busting out of his scoring slump: Yeah, it felt really good. 
It’s been a while. It’s probably the longest I’ve gone without a 
goal in my career. To get that one felt really nice and helped 
me stop thinking about it a little bit.  

On the mindset when the goals aren’t coming: You can kind 
of go about it two ways. You can be serious and down and 
really focus on it. I chose to take the kind of light way and 
joke about it. I try not think too much. Obviously it’s in your 
head and you want to score, but I try to not let it weigh on me 
and try to take a positive approach to it. Just shoot pucks on 
net, and one’s got to go in.  

On his overtime penalty: He grabbed my stick, and then I 
thought I was pushing on his hip and he fell. I didn’t think 
anything of it, but obviously I was wrong.  

On going third in the shootout: You can definitely overthink it. 
When you watch the two other guys you kind of see what the 
goalie is going to do. In my eyes, he was playing his hands 
pretty low. I didn’t get the puck up high enough. But my goal 
was to get a quick little chip shot over his glove. Obviously 
that was kind of a poor effort.  

On the physicality of the game: I loved it. I love those kind of 
games where it’s gritty and in your face. I think as a smaller 
guy it helps me get to my game just getting bumped and hit. 
It gets you engaged. I thought it was awesome. The 
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atmosphere was great. I just wish we could have come out 
with two points.  

On the key to scoring: It’s a hard league to score in. Goalies 
are really good. You’ve got to get to the hoop, as they say, 
and just kind of bang one out.  

Brendan Smith 

On if he felt more back into the swing of things in this game: I 
think so. I think in Toronto it was just getting my timing. I felt 
a little bit more comfortable tonight. Besides my game, it’s 
tough. There’s a lot of good teams, and you’ve got to tip your 
cap to them because I think they played the right way longer 
than we did.  

On the physicality of the game: I like that. It felt similar to a 
playoff game. It gets you prepared. They’re a good squad 
over there. I like how they play. Knowing I can step in after a 
month and compete like that, that’s good for my individual 
psyche I guess.  

On the physicality from the start: You’re feeling each other 
out, punches for punches. They had a good game plan, and 
we were trying to figure it out as well. You start testing each 
other early. Then you kind of get into the flow of the game. 
That’s where I think you get that feel of the playoff mentality, 
when both teams are banging and making good plays early.  

On if he’s sending a message to the front office with a 
performance like that that this team doesn’t need more 
‘sandpaper’: I hope so. I think I’ve been trying to do that my 
entire career. I think that is a recipe to win. If you look at the 
teams who have won in the last couple years, Tampa went 
out and got more sandpaper. St. Louis had a lot of that. 
Washington. There’s a recipe for that, and you need to have 

that grit and grind. That’s the game that I want to bring and 
try to bring on a daily basis. With that style, you find a way to 
win. You just do it longer and harder and test the other guys 
out there to see if they want to match that level. When we 
play well like that, I think we’re a tough team to beat. I think 
we came off it a little bit tonight. I think the other two games 
we lost we played a better game, our game more or less. We 
just didn’t get the bounces. That’s just hockey. But I think 
tonight we came off it a little bit.  

On Jarvis breaking out of his slump: That kind of happens 
when you’re a young kid jumping in and playing 82 games. 
He’s used to 50 at junior, or maybe just over that. I know how 
it was. You’re adapting to the game. It shows a lot of maturity 
in the kid to come out and prove himself. I think the sky is the 
limit for him. I watch him in practice, and he wants to get 
better. He works hard. That’s the recipe to become an elite 
player. I’m excited to see his journey, for sure.  

On if Ovechkin’s shot is the most lethal: It’s hard not to say 
he’s not because he’s what, third all time in goals now. So 
yeah, I’ll say it is the most lethal. But there’s a lot of players. 
Stamkos is in that same picture. I just saw he has 400 goals 
in 900 games or something outrageous like that. There’s a 
lot of players that are really lethal in that same area, but it’s 
hard not to say that he’s not the best.  

On game planning for Ovechkin: We had a little bit of a game 
plan change in our system just to tweak it a little bit. You 
have to be aware of him. His goal came off a faceoff where 
it’s not really a one-timer or his shot. But he finds the back of 
the net. It’s just what he does. It’s impressive. But I thought 
we did a good job of trying to hold him from scoring. But he 
gets that goal and the winner, so.
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Canes can’t close out Capitals, lose 4-3 in shootout  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes ended up on the wrong end over 
another close game with a 4-3 loss to the Washington 
Capitals on Friday, March 18. A tightly contested game of 
hockey culminated in a shootout win for the Caps and the 
Canes’ first shootout loss of the season. 

Carolina (41-14-6) had a “bell curve” kind of night, starting 
out poorly before pulling ahead in the middle third only to 
lose in the end. Washington (35-18-10) held a 2-1 lead 
heading into the first intermission, but the Canes battled back 
to take a 3-2 lead well into the third period. The Caps then 
scored on a late power play to send the game to overtime. 

“We weren't very good,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“I thought we were still in a position to win there at the end, 
obviously. [Goaltender Antti Raanta] played good for us, kept 
us in the game. We capitalized on a couple of chances that 
we had. We didn't really generate anything so the mere fact 
that we were in a position to win, we were pretty fortunate.” 

Center Seth Jarvis reentered the lineup in style with a pair of 
goals on the night. Jarvis broke an 18-game scoring drought 
by netting the game opener in the first period and gave the 
Canes that 3-2 lead right before the second intermission. 
Even though Carolina couldn’t get both points, Jarvis was 
relieved to get back on the scoresheet. 

“It felt really good,” Jarvis said. “It's been a while. It's 
probably the longest I've gone without a goal in my career, 
so to get that one felt really nice. It just let me stop thinking 
about it a little bit.” 

Raanta’s performance was more consistent with the team 
overall, stumbling out of the gate before pulling it together, 
just to come up short. The Canes netminder failed to stop 
Evgeny Kuznetsov from threading the needle from a very 
wide angle to even it up at 1-1 and was simply not fast 
enough to parry away John Carlson’s goal later that period. 
Despite the rough start, Raanta managed to collect himself 
and bide time for Carolina to claw back into the game. 

Center Vincent Trocheck netted the other non-Jarvis goal for 
the Hurricanes on a close-range Howitzer in the second 
period, but his most memorable moment of the night came in 
the third on the penalty that led to Alex Ovechkin’s game-
tying goal. Trocheck and Garnet Hathaway got tangled up in 
the Canes’ offensive zone, but it was Trocheck that got sent 
to the box for interference. 

Washington wasted no time capitalizing on the opportunity 
as the Caps won the faceoff and immediately dished the 
puck to Ovechkin who fired it past Raanta to knot it up at 3-3 
with just over five minutes to go in regulation, eventually 
forcing OT. 

A goalless overtime period set up the Canes’ second 
shootout of the season, their first coming in a 3-2 win against 
Ottawa on Jan. 27. Caps goalie Ilya Samsonov stonewalled 
Trocheck, right wing Andrei Svechnikov and Jarvis, 
respectively. On the other end, Raanta stopped Kuznetsov 
and Nicklas Backstrom before Ovechkin converted on his 
shot to win the game. 

The Canes will be back in action in PNC Arena for another 
Metro division showdown with the New York Rangers on 
Sunday, March 20. Puck drops at 6 p.m.

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259557044.html 

https://theathletic.com/3193030/2022/03/18/civian-five-options-the-hurricanes-should-consider-at-the-trade-deadline/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/ovechkin-spoils-jarvis-2-goal-game-in-hurricanes-shootout-loss/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-washington-takes-shootout-victory-friday-four-to-three/c-331987648 
https://www.nhl.com/news/washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-331897168 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-57e933520ed1726884706a16e9811be2 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33525636/answering-big-questions-ahead-nhl-trade-deadline 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/quick-shifts-12-fast-trade-notes-as-deadline-intensity-rises/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/18/22985819/canes-lose-late-lead-fall-in-shootout-to-caps 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/18/22985976/they-said-it-brindamour-pesce-jarvis-smith-on-shootout-loss-to-caps 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-can-t-close-out-capitals-lose-4-3-in-shootout/article_27a7f3f4-a735-11ec-9eea-f3b460bd0c19.html 
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1238776 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers' trade fate may be determined in games against Lightning, 
Hurricanes 

 

Larry Brooks 3/18/2022 

 

Regarding the Rangers, who step up in class with a back-to-back 
weekend in Tampa Bay and Carolina that abuts the Mar. 21 trade 
deadline: 

1. The question for Chris Drury is whether the GM would be more 
inclined to make a splash on Monday if his team measures up against 
the teams with, respectively, the fourth- and third-best records in the NHL 
or whether he’d be more urgent in supplying aid to the Blueshirts if 
deficiencies are exposed? 

Me? I’d be far more willing to up the ante if the Rangers acquit 
themselves well against two of the teams they’d likely have to go through 
in order to reach the Final.    

2. Don’t look now, but the Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad connection might 
need some help on the right side, their line with Alexis Lafreniere in that 
spot having gone the last five games without a five-on-five goal while 
toting the admittedly small sample size of a 37.54 x GF. 

Lafreniere’s impact seems to have diminished after an encouraging burst 
that bridged February and March. The sophomore has two points (both 
assists) in the last seven games. Points do not necessarily tell the whole 
story, but production matters when skating on the top six. It is getting 
tougher now, there is less time and space, and it will continue to get 
incrementally more difficult and then dramatically so as the playoffs 
approach and arrive. I’d be surprised if Lafreniere has a top-six 
assignment when the tournament commences. 

What would it cost for the Rangers to acquire Mark Giordano from 
Seattle? 

If the price is right, Anaheim’s pending rental Rickard Rakell is the 
leading candidate on the market to fill that right wing spot alongside 
Kreider and Zibanejad. The 28-year-old Swede may not be known for his 
physicality but the 6-1, 200-pounder can retrieve pucks and get in on the 
forecheck. He’s a scorer, though, a shooter and good around the net. He 
has history with Zibanejad as well, combining with No. 93 as linemates to 
lead Team Sweden to the Gold Medal in the 2018 World Championships.   

But what is the right price and how much, if any, could that change this 
weekend? A first-rounder seems a bit much, but I bet Drury is keeping an 
open mind on that. The better of the two second-rounders the Blueshirts 
own—theirs and the Blues’—should be on the table, but that might not be 
enough for Anaheim rookie GM Pat Verbeek, who did well in sending 
rental Josh Manson off to Colorado. More would probably be needed. 

And because Drury is loath to send away a blue-chipper in exchange for 
a rental, it might take that first-rounder to get it done. Remember: this 

would be a trade for someone to play on the team’s top line, not 
someone to fill a hole on the bottom six. Something of value is going to 
have to go. That’s generally the way it works. 

3. Concurrently, there is the search for support on defense, with sources 
reporting that Seattle’s 38-year-old Mark Giordano is believed to be the 
Blueshirts’ target. Acquiring Giordano would give head coach Gerard 
Gallant the option of using him either on the third pair in place of Patrik 
Nemeth or on the first pair with Adam Fox while flipping Ryan Lindgren to 
the third unit to skate with Braden Schneider. 

The price for defensemen, even rentals, seems to be costly. While 
Manson yielded a second-rounder and a well regarded prospect on 
defense, Montreal was able to get a 2023 first-rounder, a 2022 fourth-
rounder and a prospect up front from Florida for Ben Chiarot. Then again, 
the second-overall Panthers—who have not won a playoff round since 
going to the Final in 1996—are all in this time around. 

It is unclear whether Drury would be able to get both Rakell and 
Giordano without dipping into the organization’s pool of prime assets. Of 
course, another team might evaluate the Rangers’ prospects differently 
than the Blueshirts’ hierarchy. Back in 2018, the Bruins walled off at least 
a half dozen prospects while negotiating the Rick Nash deal and the 
Blueshirts walked away with Lindgren, thanks very much.   

It is also unknown whether Drury is prioritizing adding support to the first 
line or on defense. All things being equal, there is probably more focus 
on the blue line.   

4. Remember. There is no roster limit following the trade deadline, with 
teams limited to four recalls the rest of the way. The Blueshirts, with both 
Kaapo Kakko and Kevin Rooney on injured reserve, could have a cast of 
thousands once they are activated if additions are made without 
subtractions from the roster. 

New York Post LOADED: 03.19.2022 

1238777 New York Rangers 

 

Five NY Rangers trade possibilities to keep an eye on before the 
deadline 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group  

 

The NHL trade deadline is roughly 72 hours away, with the New York 
Rangers still juggling several possibilities in anticipation of Monday's 3 
p.m. cutoff. 

Team president Chris Drury has already made one move, bringing in 
forward Frank Vatrano from the Florida Panthers in exchange for a 2022 
fourth-round draft pick. But all indications are that he's motivated to pull 
off at least one more deal, with the priority adding depth to the Rangers' 
forward ranks. 
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Some may argue that this team is still young and not yet in the top tier of 
NHL contenders, but the feeling within the organization is that there's an 
opportunity in front of the playoff-bound Blueshirts. They've piled up wins 
and should be rewarded with reinforcements that will increase their 
chances of postseason success. 

But while adding impact players is the goal, the word is that Drury isn't 
going to act out of desperation. Few teams can match the Rangers' 
combination of available salary cap space — over $30 million by 
Monday, according to CapFriendly — and assets, which puts them in a 
position to make deals that many others can't. That, in turn, provides 
them with leverage to draw their line in negotiations and see if any 
opposing GMs blink. 

It's gotten awfully quiet in the last few days, with Drury already gaining a 
reputation for keeping his cards close to the chest. His front office is 
hunkered down and combing through various scenarios as other 
contenders do the same. But based on what I've heard in the weeks 
leading up to the deadline and the Rangers' needs, there are five players 
in particular that I'll be monitoring in the next few days. 

Four seem like very real possibilities, while one is wishful thinking for 
future consideration. The focus remains forward, as it should be, but we 
should acknowledge that it wouldn't be a total shock to see a 
defenseman added, as well. 

Andrew Copp 

There was fear that the 27-year-old suffered his second concussion of 
the season after taking a big hit from St. Louis Blues forward Oskar 
Sundqvist on Sunday, but he was cleared and back to practicing with the 
Winnipeg Jets by Thursday. That's good news for what is turning out to 
be one of the more desirable forwards in a market that has thinned since 
San Jose's Tomas Hertl and Dallas' Joe Pavelski signed extensions with 
their current teams. 

That's because Copp can do a little bit of everything. He brings positional 
versatility, having played both center and left wing. He's on pace for a 
career high in points, with 32 (13 goals and 19 assists) through 54 
games. He's winning face-offs at a 53.83% clip. And he's had a positive 
impact from an analytical standpoint, with a 52.74% shot share and 
50.39% xGF, according to Evolving Hockey. 

As a rental with an expiring cap hit of $3.64 million, he's not the type of 
player I can see Drury parting with a first-round pick or prized prospect 
for. But if the Jets are interested in a B-level prospect, or maybe one of 
the Rangers' two second-round picks in the upcoming draft, there's 
potential here. 

(If Winnipeg's ask is too high, another rental center to keep an eye on is 
Ottawa's Nick Paul.) 

Phil Kessel 

The Rangers are one of only a few contending teams who can afford to 
take on Kessel’s $6.8 million expiring contract, which puts them in a 
position of strength if they miss out on some of the more coveted trade 
targets and decide this is their best fallback plan. They could offer a mid-
round pick and/or expendable prospect and the Coyotes shouldn't have 
many other options. 

The 34-year-old is past his prime, with only six goals through 60 games 
after scoring 20 or more in 12 of the previous 13 seasons. But his assist 
numbers are up, having racked up 31 so far, and he could be 
rejuvenated by the chance to go from a last-place team with limited skill 
to a team that's right in the thick of the race. 

The Rangers also value the veteran right-winger's durability — he's 
played in 956 consecutive games and counting — and playoff 
experience. Kessel has registered 81 points (34 goals and 47 assists) 
across 96 career postseason games, winning two Stanley Cups with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the process. 

Alex Radulov 

The Stars are holding on to Pavelski, but could another veteran be ripe 
for the taking? Sportnet's Elliotte Friedman reported earlier this week that 
the Rangers have expressed interest in Radulov. 

Like Kessel, the 35-year-old winger falls into the category of aging player 
that very few teams can afford to take on. He's under contract through 
the end of this season for a cap hit of $6.25 million, and given his poor 
production — he's posted just 19 points through 53 games this season 
and hasn't eclipsed 70 since 2018-19 — it shouldn't cost much to get him 
if Dallas decides to clear space. 

Despite the underwhelming offensive output, though, Radulov has been 
a steady defensive forward and there are numbers that suggest there 
could be hidden value in a third-line role, such as his 51.5% xGF. He's 
also a proven playoff performer, with 49 points (21 goals and 28 assists) 
in 64 postseason games. 

Rickard Rakell 

With the Philadelphia Flyers unlikely to send Claude Giroux to a Metro 
Division rival, Rakell is probably the best and most realistic option for the 
Rangers. The problem is, the Anaheim Ducks are reportedly asking for a 
first-round pick in exchange. 

Would Drury be willing to do that for a player who would only spend a few 
months in New York? The 28-year-old winger is in the final year of a deal 
with an average annual value of $3.789 million, which is money that will 
need to go toward signing a center next season. 

Rakell is highly skilled, with 16 goals so far this season and two seasons 
of 30-plus goals on his résumé. He could add much-needed scoring to 
the third line, or be viewed as solution to play right wing on the second 
line next to Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome. 

If the Ducks will settle for one of the Rangers' second-rounders, there's a 
good chance Drury would pull the trigger. But if it's first round or bust, it'll 
be interesting to see if he budges. 

Mark Scheifele 

Admittedly, this is a long shot. If the Jets decide to move on from their 
No. 1 center, they would almost surely wait until the offseason to 
seriously consider offers. 

But the Rangers' situation with Strome is coming to a head, with a 
contingency plan needed if they're not going to be able to re-sign him in 
their price range of $5 million-to-$6 million. The two sides had dialogue 
about an extension earlier in the season, but there have been no recent 
indications that they're close on terms. 

That could change at any moment, but if we assume that a new contract 
won't get done before Monday, there's a real chance that Strome walks 
as an unrestricted free agent this summer. And if that happens, Scheifele 
will jump to the top of the list of potential replacements.  

The 29-year-old would bring size, toughness and point-per-game 
production, and even though he's not considered a great defensive 
center, he'd look awfully good in a No. 2 role behind Mika Zibanejad. 
He's also under contract at $6.125 million through 2023-24. And while it 
would likely cost a first-round pick, a prospect and possibly more, the 
Rangers should certainly inquire. 

A few other No. 2 center options with similar AAVs who are worth making 
calls on are Seattle's Yanni Gourde, Detroit's Dylan Larkin and either Bo 
Horvat or J.T. Miller from Vancouver. 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 
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Vatrano makes a good first impression with Rangers 
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Colin Stephenson 3/18/2022 

 

It will be nearly a week before Frank Vatrano has his first full practice 
with the Rangers, but he’s already been thrown into the deep end with 
the Blueshirts. The 28-year-old forward, acquired by the Rangers from 
the Florida Panthers on Wednesday for a fourth-round draft pick, made 
his debut with the team Thursday against the rival Islanders, in front of a 
sold out Madison Square Garden on St. Patrick’s Day. 

"It was great,’’ he said afterward. "Especially playing a rivalry game, first 
game, St. Patrick's Day. It's a lot of fun. Obviously, I wish we got the two 
points, but I think it was good effort all around.’’ 

The Rangers fell to the Islanders, 2-1, but were happy with their effort in 
a high-speed, back-and-forth game highlighted by the performance of the 
two goaltenders, the Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin and the Rangers’ Igor 
Shesterkin. 

Vatrano, hours after reporting to the team following the trade, played right 
wing on the Rangers’ second line, with Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome, 
and the reviews from coach Gerard Gallant were good. 

"He looked real good to me,’’ Gallant said of Vatrano. "I mean, I didn't 
watch him real close [while] we’re trying to change lines and that, but he 
looked like he played solid, and a real good game.’’ 

Vatrano missed out on getting his first point as a Ranger after he passed 
the puck to Panarin with a wide open right side of the net early in the first 
period. Panarin was foiled when Sorokin reached across and managed to 
get his stick in the way of Panarin’s shot to keep the game scoreless. 

Vatrano, who had been playing on the fourth line with Florida, called it "a 
great opportunity’’ to get to play with Panarin and Strome, whom he 
called "two world-class players." 

"For me, I'm just trying to bring my speed and get to the dirty areas and 
create space for them,’’ he said. "But this team is loaded with talent, and 
I'm excited to play with those two guys right now, and anyone else on this 
team.’’ 

Finding the right player to match with Panarin and Strome has been one 
of the glaring challenges for Gallant and the Rangers this season. The 
plan going into the season had been to play third-year player Kaapo 
Kakko in that spot, but that was complicated by an early injury. Then, 
after Kakko returned, and finally seemed to be clicking with that line, 
Gallant moved him to the right side of Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider. 

Grinding forward Dryden Hunt filled the spot next to Panarin and Strome 
for most of the season and looked good there early on, but he hasn’t 
produced enough goals over the season (four in 56 games), so the 
search was on to find someone on the trade market who could get to the 
net and finish some of the chances Panarin and Strome create. 

Vatrano had 10 goals and nine assists in 49 games with Florida, so the 
hope is maybe he can be that guy. 

"I just wanted to give him a chance,’’ Gallant said of putting Vatrano in 
the coveted spot. "He’s a new player coming in and … I think he's a 
talented guy. He shoots the puck well. And so we'll see how it goes.’’ 

The Rangers did not practice Friday. They left for a weekend back-to-
back road trip Saturday in Tampa against the Lightning and Sunday in 
Carolina against the Hurricanes. 
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What we're hearing about the Rangers' trade pursuits of Rickard Rakell 
and more 

 

Arthur Staple 3/19/2022 

 

We’re down to about 60 hours to go until the NHL’s trade deadline 
arrives Monday at 3 p.m., and the Rangers are already on the deadline 
scoreboard after acquiring Frank Vatrano on Wednesday from the 
Panthers for a 2022 fourth-round pick. There are still lots of players 
available the Rangers are interested in, and now the time begins to tick 
down. Does Chris Drury blink at a previously rejected asking price? Does 
one of his fellow general managers come off a too-high asking price for a 
rental? 

Claude Giroux 

Reports circulated Thursday that Giroux had declined to waive his no-
move clause for the Rangers or Bruins. A league source confirmed that 
Giroux hasn’t been willing to entertain the Rangers as a destination, likely 
given the divisional rivalry between the teams. 

We have no idea how far it got between Drury and Flyers GM Chuck 
Fletcher before Giroux pulled the plug. It seems that he’s headed for 
Florida, which could at least take the Panthers out of the running for 
some other forwards the Rangers have targeted. 

Rickard Rakell 

Rakell is still the most logical piece available for Drury to add up front. 
Alexis Lafrenière likely loses his top-line spot if the Rangers can swing a 
deal for Rakell, though this one might go down to the wire Monday, given 
Rakell is still out with what’s believed to be a not-too-serious wrist injury 
and given Drury’s almost certain reluctance to spend a first-round pick 
and a prospect on a pure rental like Rakell. 

With Vatrano in the fold and looking like a contributor, the prospect of 
Lafrenière dropping down to a third line with Filip Chytil and Vatrano 
doesn’t seem quite as much of a demotion anymore. And a fourth line 
anchored by Barclay Goodrow with a combination of Dryden Hunt, Kevin 
Rooney (when healthy), Ryan Reaves, Jonny Brodzinski and Greg 
McKegg would put this Rangers forward group far ahead of where it was 
just a few days ago. 

This one might come down to price — whether the Rangers feel Rakell is 
the piece they need and push ahead with an offer or wait out the Ducks 
and try to get Rakell on their terms. 

Andrew Copp 

The Jets don’t sell low often, and it’s questionable whether they will even 
be willing to move Copp, even though he’s certain to leave in free agency 
after the season. Winnipeg sits 11th in the West heading into Friday 
night’s games, four points out of a playoff spot. If the Jets are in “you 
need to blow us away with an offer” mode, that seems like a no for the 
Rangers, who would have to do some serious maneuvering to sign Copp 
to an extension after the season. That would mean letting go of at least 
another regular beyond what Drury would need to give up in a trade. 

If it’s a first-rounder plus for Copp, who has interest from several teams, 
that might be too rich unless Drury has a long-term plan in place for him. 

Andrew Copp (James Carey Lauder / USA Today) 

Mark Giordano 

The Rangers are definitely still in the hunt for the 38-year-old 
defenseman Giordano, who also just played his 1,000th NHL game. 
Sources say the Rangers, like every other team that has come calling on 
the Kraken, haven’t been interested in the buy-now price of a first-
rounder. There’s basically no chance Drury would surrender his first for a 
veteran who likely would get 16-17 minutes a game. 

The appeal with Giordano is he might be willing to stay beyond this 
season if the Rangers can figure out a way to shove off Patrik Nemeth in 
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the summer. That could be worth paying a bit more now, but not likely a 
first. 

The Leafs might be Giordano’s preferred destination, but Toronto will 
have to do some cap gymnastics to make it work with Giordano’s $6.875 
million cap hit. The Rangers can take all of it and not bat an eye, which 
could give them a leg up as the minutes tick down on Monday. 

Hampus Lindholm 

The lefty Ducks defenseman is the big prize on the rental defense 
market, and the asking price, as reported in multiple places, is extremely 
high. The Ben Chiarot trade to Florida that brought back a first, a third 
and a B/B-minus prospect set the bar for the Ducks on Lindholm, who 
has more value than Chiarot. 

That feels like too much to pay for yet another player who’d be great to 
keep long term, but the Rangers have nowhere to put Lindholm at his 
current contract ask of seven years and likely $6 million per. A couple of 
sources said to keep an eye on the Rangers here, but it’s a long, long 
shot. 

Alexandar Georgiev 

He’ll play once more this weekend before the deadline, so if there’s even 
the slightest hope the Rangers can move him, now would be an excellent 
time for a strong game. Beyond that, perhaps a team out of the playoff 
hunt and looking for some promise in goal could take a flier on Georgiev, 
whom Drury is basically ready to give away. Sources said even as far 
back as December that the Rangers had a deal in place with Arizona for 
a low-level goalie prospect before Igor Shesterkin’s groin injury scuttled 
any Georgiev move. So there hasn’t been an offer for even a mediocre 
asset for a long while here. 

Artturi Lehkonen 

Drury called Jeff Gorton on Lehkonen a while back, as we noted, and the 
price was high since the deadline was far off. Now we’re at the deadline, 
and the price on Lehkonen, a pending RFA, is still high, according to 
sources. The Canadiens’ mini-resurgence has them apparently 
reconsidering any sort of major sell-off, and Lehkonen, who, like a few of 
Montreal’s younger players, has caught fire under Martin St. Louis, now 
seems like he’s staying around. 

Max Domi and Phil Kessel 

There’s been some of the proverbial tire-kicking on both forwards by the 
Rangers, and perhaps Drury circles back around to either Columbus or 
Arizona if he feels the Rangers need another forward Monday. Neither is 
likely top of the Rangers’ list, but either one could be had for a relatively 
low cost, so we’ll see what the Rangers are left with as the deadline 
draws nearer. 
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Will Lightning be better off following uneven road trip? 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Six weeks from now, the Lightning could look at the 
challenging part of their schedule that just concluded — going 3-3-0 on a 
six-game road trip — as a stretch in which they became battle-tested for 
another deep postseason run. 

Following their 4-1 win over the expansion Kraken on Wednesday, their 
best all-around game of the trip, they returned home having won two 
straight, halting their season-high three-game losing streak. The 
Lightning (39-15-6) were the first team in the league to achieve 20 road 

wins, and their 42 road points were tied for the NHL lead entering 
Thursday. 

But they are focused on “process over outcome,” so much so that the 
saying is engraved on last season’s Stanley Cup rings. 

The Eastern Conference playoff teams are pretty much set. Teams are 
still playing for seeding, and the Lightning likely would face the Maple 
Leafs or Bruins in the first round. These next few weeks are about 
working out the kinks. 

“Obviously, you want to go out there and win every game,” forward 
Anthony Cirelli said. “But I think most importantly down the stretch, it’s 
just kind of trying to find our game and trying to be good in our system. 
Some nights might not go our way. But if we’re playing the right way and 
doing good things, eventually it will be good for us.” 

Players and coaches said they didn’t like the way they had been playing 
— poor puck possession, sloppy passing and defensive lapses were 
leading to too many odd-man rushes — but not until they were outscored 
15-6 in consecutive losses at Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton were 
they made to pay. 

“I think the last two games were definitely a step in the right direction,” 
captain Steven Stamkos said, including a 2-1 win against the Canucks on 
Sunday. “It was a little helter-skelter there for those three games. 
Anytime you lose three in a row — and there’s no panic in this group — 
but it’s a wake-up call for sure.” 

Asked if teams are strategically trying to get the Lightning out of their 
game by pressuring the puck holder — in the Lightning’s worst games of 
the trip, they were sluggish out of the gate, struggled sustaining offensive 
zone time and sometimes just entering the zone — coach Jon Cooper 
said the Lightning are going to get everyone’s best game as the 
defending back-to-back Stanley Cup champions but especially from 
teams fighting to get into the playoffs, such as Edmonton and Vancouver. 

“We like to come into each game with that mindset that we’re going to 
come out with two points, but we’ve seen on this road trip, it’s long, it’s 
grueling,” forward Ross Colton said. “We’re in the dog days of the season 
here. 

“I think a lot of guys are looking towards the playoffs, but we can’t do that 
because … we’ve got a bull’s-eye on our back every game.” 

In the win over the Kraken, Tampa Bay’s forecheck was exceptional, 
allowing the Lightning to dominate in zone time. 

“I like the way these games played out,” Cooper said of the two wins to 
end the trip. “To give up one (goal) in each and in both games we had 
the lead going into the third and just shut everything down, that’s back to 
the way we need to play.” 

That the Lightning had their best games of the trip at the end is a good 
sign, especially because they were playing on tired legs, with penalty 
killers that averaged seven minutes of ice time per game because of the 
number of penalties Tampa Bay committed. 

After playing the Rangers on Saturday at Amalie Arena, the Lightning 
head back on the road for games at the Hurricanes, Bruins, Red Wings 
and Islanders. 

“It’s only half over,” Cooper said. “We’re flying back to Tampa, and we’re 
just going there cross-country to play one game, and then we have four 
more cities. This is six of the 11; we’re 3-3.” 
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Lightning acquire forward Brandon Hagel from Blackhawks 

Despite their salary cap obstacles, the Lightning make a trade ahead of 
the deadline to add scoring. 
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By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Despite the Lightning’s salary cap constraints and diminished 
stock of trade chips, general manager Julien BriseBois still pulled off a 
deal ahead of Monday’s trade deadline that will boost Tampa Bay’s 
hopes of winning a third straight Stanley Cup. 

The Lightning acquired forward Brandon Hagel from the Blackhawks on 
Friday, giving them additional scoring power and position flexibility. Hagel 
has 21 goals and 16 assists in 55 games in his second full NHL season, 
can player center or either wing spot, and contributed on both special 
teams units with the Blackhawks. 

The newest member of the Tampa Bay Lightning   
pic.twitter.com/NKM7Efr4Es 

— Sports by Tampa Bay Times (@TBTimes_Sports) March 18, 2022 

The Lightning sent first-round draft picks in 2023 and 2024 to Chicago 
and homegrown rookie forwards Boris Katchouk and Taylor Raddysh — 
which helps free up cap space — in the deal. The Lightning also acquired 
fourth-round picks for 2022 and 2024, supplementing their inventory of 
later-round selections. 

Hagel, in the first year of a three-year contract, is making $1.5 million this 
season, as well as the next two. Katchouk and Raddysh combine for a 
$1.516 million cap hit, making this essentially a cash-in, cash-out move. 

Though Hagel can be a restricted free agent at the end of his deal, the 
Lightning can hold his rights through the 2025-26 season. Making him 
part of the team’s long-term plans was another reason the acquisition 
was attractive, BriseBois said. 

“We’re adding a 23-year-old player that is super competitive, can play in 
all situations, can play with all different types of players,” BriseBois said. 
“We got to see him play a lot last season when Chicago was in our 
division, and we noticed how competitive he is and also the consistency 
in his effort every shift. We’ve seen the growth in his play this year and 
his improved performance.” 

BriseBois said Hagel was expected to make his Lightning debut Saturday 
against the Rangers at Amalie Arena. 

Hagel found out he was being traded following a morning skate in 
Chicago before the Blackhawks flew to Minnesota for a game Saturday. 
He was preparing to drive to the airport when he was pulled aside by 
general manager Kyle Davidson. He was slated to arrive in Tampa on 
Saturday morning. 

“A little bit of a crazy day and mixed emotions — I made tons of friends 
and memories (in Chicago) — but that being said, I’m also excited and 
happy to be coming to Tampa, especially with the team they have,” 
Hagel said. 

“They have a lot of veteran guys there that know how to win and know 
what it takes to win, so I’m excited, too. I’m ready to learn from those 
guys, but at the same time, I’m ready to show what I’ve got and be a big 
part of this organization.” 

Going into the trade deadline, BriseBois tried his best to temper 
expectations that the Lightning would make a deal, pointing to zero cap 
space and roster inflexibility — every addition would have to be 
accompanied by a subtraction from the active roster — but said if the 
offer was right, he’d be willing to trade high draft picks in order to 
upgrade the team. 

“If we can do anything to increase the odds of our current team being 
successful and going on another magical ride, then I feel like we need to 
do that, and that’s why we made the decision we made,” BriseBois said 
Friday. 

Hagel has played extremely well of late, with nine goals and five assists 
in his last 15 games, including a hat trick Feb. 25 against New Jersey. 

The Bolts love a good bagel   pic.twitter.com/aU0kVZUdNA 

— Sports by Tampa Bay Times (@TBTimes_Sports) March 18, 2022 

This deal resembles the moves BriseBois made at the 2020 trade 
deadline when he acquired forwards Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow for first-round picks. Both players had one more year on their 
current deals and played key roles in both back-to-back Stanley Cup-
winning teams. 

While Hagel’s high-energy, in-your-face game has drawn comparisons to 
Coleman’s, the Lightning are getting a player more in the mold of Yanni 
Gourde or Tyler Johnson: undersized free agents who scrapped their 
way to success. Hagel was drafted by Buffalo in 2016 in the sixth round 
but was never offered a contract. In 2018 the Blackhawks signed him to a 
free-agent deal. 

“I think my work ethic’s my No. 1 thing,” Hagel said. “And if that’s not 
there, then my skill is not going to come into play or my goal-scoring 
ability or whatever you want to call it. So that’s always my No. 1 rule: 
Come into the game giving your 110 percent every day.” 

BriseBois said that after completing the trade for Hagel, the Lighting are 
finished making moves before Monday’s 3 p.m. deadline. 
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Why the Lightning paid a premium to trade for Blackhawks' Brandon 
Hagel 

 

Joe Smith 18/03/2022 

 

Brandon Hagel had packed up his bags at the United Center following 
Friday’s morning skate and headed to his car so he could get to the 
airport for the Blackhawks’ charter flight to Minnesota. 

But Hagel, 23, got pulled into the upstairs office of GM Kyle Davidson, 
who delivered the life-changing news that the winger had been traded. 
They couldn’t tell him where, but said it was “going to be a good team.” 
Hagel’s mind raced all day as he chatted with his girlfriend, Gabby, with 
the two seeing his name all over social media. 

There were tons of text messages that popped in, but one stood out to 
Hagel. It was from former Lightning center Tyler Johnson, now with the 
Blackhawks. 

“You going to Tampa?” Johnson asked. 

“Yeah, I’m pretty sure,” Hagel replied. 

“You’ll love it,” Johnson said. 

By all accounts, the Lightning are going to love Hagel, too. There’s a 
reason why GM Julien BriseBois paid another premium for a deadline 
blockbuster, this time sending two first-round picks — in 2023 and 2024, 
both top-10 protected — along with forward prospects Taylor Raddysh 
and Boris Katchouk. Is that a big haul? Of course. But the Lightning got a 
Swiss Army knife type player, a relentless two-way forward and 21-goal 
scorer who can play anywhere from the first line to the fourth line, plus 
the power play and penalty kill. And the cap-strapped Cup champs will 
have him under contract for two more seasons (at $1.5 million AAV) and 
under team control until 2026. They also received two fourth-round picks 
in return, one this year and another in 2024, so they didn’t have to give 
up this year’s first. 
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At some point, the Lightning will pay for trading all of these first-round 
picks and prospects, as all great championship teams from the past have 
done, including the Blackhawks, Penguins and Red Wings. But you’ve 
got to give BriseBois credit for going for it, saying “nothing is off the table” 
when it comes to improving their chances for a third consecutive Stanley 
Cup. They’re chasing history here, a star-studded team in win-now mode. 

Flags fly forever. 

“Not a high price at all, in my opinion,” said former NHL GM Craig Button. 
“Are you a contender or a pretender?” 

“Julien has balls,” said one former Lightning player. “I love it. Straight out 
of the Coleman playbook.” 

Like the Lightning did in transformative deals for Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow at the 2020 deadline, and last year in acquiring David 
Savard, they identified a specific need and aggressively pursued it. The 
Sharks didn’t want to deal Goodrow, but BriseBois kept calling GM Doug 
Wilson for weeks, anteing up a first-rounder. There were a ton of teams 
in on Coleman, but BriseBois sealed the deal by sending a first-round 
pick and top forward prospect Nolan Foote into the deal. 

BriseBois said he didn’t know Hagel was available — a source said 
teams have been calling Chicago for a month — but once he was in play, 
the Lightning put their chips on the table. They’ve traded seven of the last 
nine players who they picked in the first round, from Brett Connolly to 
Jonathan Drouin to Brett Howden, using them as assets to land missing 
pieces for Cup teams. There are only three players in Saturday’s 
expected lineup who the club took in the first round: Steven Stamkos 
(No. 1 in 2008), Victor Hedman (No. 2 in 2009) and Andrei Vasilevskiy 
(No. 19 in 2012). 

“We know what the odds are of a late first-round pick turning into a good 
NHL player is,” BriseBois said. “And by trading them away today, we’re 
giving up on those players we would have selected being key 
contributors for us 4-5 years from now. Instead, we’re getting a sure 
thing, we’re getting a player who has already established himself in the 
NHL as a 23-year-old. We get the benefit of his current contract and the 
benefit of him helping us chase a championship right now instead of 
maybe those two turning into NHL players down the road.” 

What are the Lightning getting in Hagel? He quickly became a fan 
favorite in Chicago because of his relentless work ethic. He’s been fueled 
since getting drafted by the Sabres in the sixth round in 2016 and then 
not being offered a contract. Hagel went back to juniors and signed with 
Chicago as an undrafted free agent. “I’ve always had to start at the 
bottom,” he said. Only 15 players from the 2016 draft have more career 
goals than Hagel, who was taken 159th. 

“He’s certainly in the mold of a younger version of the Coleman-Goodrow 
look-alike,” said TNT analyst Eddie Olczyzk, who works Blackhawks 
broadcasts. “He’s a playoff-type of guy with a ‘nose over the puck’ 
mentality, and he’ll give them a bit of a different look when it comes to 
someone who can play in your top six, 100 percent, and your top nine is 
not even a question mark. 

“I think (coach Jon Cooper) is going to love him. He can play with any 
type of forward and he plays in traffic areas. He can play the penalty kill. 
You’re getting a ready-made playoff performer who has never played in 
the playoffs.” 

Hagel was one of the best forecheckers on a struggling Blackhawks 
team, and now he joins a good forechecking team. That should lead to 
more sustained pressure and cycle chances while he’s on the ice. 

(data via All Three Zones.) 

BriseBois said Hagel is versatile enough that he can play all three 
positions — left or right wing or center — but that he expects him to play 
on the wing in Tampa, starting with Saturday’s game against the Rangers 
(and Goodrow). BriseBois said that with every player the Lightning 
acquire, they look at the player, the person and the contract, and Hagel 
checks all three boxes. It seems like he fits with the Tampa Bay culture. 

“He’s a hard worker, a fearless guy who wants to win,” BriseBois said. 
“And he will pay the price to help his team win.” 

BriseBois tried to “manage expectations” for the deadline at his 
midseason address. He talked about having literally no cap space, how 
every deal would have to be dollar-in, dollar-out, how it was “unlikely 
we’re going to find a player that we can acquire that brings more value 
for cap hit than whatever players we would be moving out.” 

It hurts to lose Raddysh and Katchouk, whom the Lightning drafted and 
developed and who made their NHL debuts this season. But BriseBois 
found a more proven player with upside who is under team control for 
four more seasons, and that’s important knowing that Ondrej Palat is a 
UFA this offseason and could be gone. 

The Lightning paid a premium and got criticized for the same thing when 
they acquired Coleman, Goodrow and Savard. Now every team is 
looking for the “next Blake Coleman or Barclay Goodrow.” Tampa Bay 
feels they’ve got one, maybe not the same player, but with a lot of similar 
attributes. 

Brandon Hagel now vs. 2019-20 Blake Coleman: more productive, but 
worse defensively pic.twitter.com/NcBpjNjAqJ 

— dom at the athletic (@domluszczyszyn) March 18, 2022 

In doing this deal, BriseBois is betting on his scouts continuing to find 
value, and we profiled how they’ve done just that. He’s betting on their 
development program, which has churned out mid-to-late round picks like 
Anthony Cirelli, Brayden Point, Mathieu Joseph and Palat. 

But, most of all, BriseBois is betting on his current team, which has 
rewarded his faith so far in back-to-back Stanley Cup championships. 
Players have raved about how much BriseBois can read the team, giving 
them a boost with specific additions.  “As a player, your mindset is 
always in the now,” captain Steven Stamkos said this week. “You’re 
never thinking about what those draft picks eventually will come, 
especially at the later stages of your career, where you just want to win 
now.” 

BriseBois has given the Lightning a better chance to win now, especially 
with the rival Panthers adding key pieces, and the same with the best-in-
the-West Colorado Avalanche. 

“Picks or parades?” said one Lightning source. “As some like to say.” 

What they’re saying about Brandon Hagel 

The Athletic Blackhawks writer Scott Powers: 

“Hagel is the ideal player for every cap-crunched team. First, there’s his 
ability. He’s emerging as one of the league’s better all-around wingers. 
Evolving Hockey attempts to capture a player’s all-around game with its 
goals-above-replacement (GAR) model, and Hagel is 14th among all 
wingers in GAR because he contributes in so many different ways. He 
scores, forechecks, plays special teams and can be moved up and down 
the lineup. Second, he’s 23 years old and just entering his prime. He 
recorded his 20th goal Thursday in his 53rd game of the season. It 
wouldn’t be surprising if he’s a 20-goal scorer for many years going 
forward. 

“Third, and near the top of the list, his cap hit is $1.5 million, and he’ll be 
at that number through the 2023-24 season. He’ll be a restricted free 
agent again after this contract, too. If you’re simply gauging what Hagel 
gives a team compared to his cap hit, there aren’t many bigger financial 
steals around the NHL. Just based on goals, his contract is worth 
$75,000 per goal, ranking him 14th in lowest cost per goal among players 
on standard contracts, according to CapFriendly. For all the attention 
Ryan Hartman has gotten this season, Hagel is only slightly behind him 
in cost per goal and cost per point this season. It’s a safe bet that Hagel 
will remain among the league’s leaders in cost per production for the next 
two seasons as well.” 

Shayna Goldman of The Athletic: 
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“At five-on-five Hagel leads the team with 1.87 points per 60. The winger 
is one of the best forecheckers on his team, as he can pressure 
opponents and disrupt their attempts to exit the zone. And he could drive 
play up the ice and into the offensive zone for the Blackhawks, usually 
with control. That transitional play assists his rush-based offense. While 
his point totals slant towards goal-scoring, passing is a key part of his 
game, as he has a high rate of primary passes. That, and his finishing 
ability, are why he’s leaned on when the team needs scoring. 

“Already, he goes against tough competition for his team. On a stronger 
team than the Blackhawks, he’ll probably have more support that will 
help him go against the opponent’s best on a consistent basis. Plus, an 
acquiring team gets a player who, like Coleman, can be deployed in all 
situations.” 

Joe Smith is a staff writer for The Athletic covering the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. He spent the previous 11 years at the Tampa Bay Times, 
where he covered the Lightning since 2014. Joe also covered the Tampa 
Bay Rays and Tampa Bay Buccaneers from 2008-13. Follow Joe on 
Twitter @JoeSmithTB. 
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NHL trade grades: Lightning add Brandon Hagel to their middle six, send 
two first-rounders to Blackhawks 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille, Corey Pronman 18/03/2022 

 

The trade 

Lightning get: Forward Brandon Hagel and fourth-round picks in 2022 
and 2024. 

Blackhawks get: Forwards Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk and first-
round picks in 2023 and 2024. 

The grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Getting Blake Coleman in 2020 was one of the major 
keys to Tampa Bay’s back-to-back Stanley Cups. A forechecking 
menace in the middle six with sneaky scoring efficiency. All that with term 
on a cheap cost-effective deal. 

The key in 2022: Don’t pay full price for Coleman — find the next 
Coleman. That’s exactly what the Lightning did here by letting Coleman 
walk in the summer and trading for Brandon Hagel. Though Hagel 
doesn’t perfectly fit the bill, he has enough elements to make it a 
worthwhile venture. 

By GSVA, Hagel is projected to be worth roughly what Coleman was at 
the time: 1.5 wins. That’s a really strong addition for a team’s middle six 
and should add immediate depth to the Lightning’s bottom line. They’re a 
strong team now and that’s due to Hagel’s sneaky scoring efficiency and 
forechecking presence. Hagel is scoring at a 55-point pace despite 
limited power play usage thanks in part to his efficiency off the rush. And 
a likely unsustainable shooting percentage. 

That’s the rub here as Hagel’s track record is pretty limited, unlike 
Coleman who had a few years under his belt as a proven scorer. That 
makes it a bit more difficult to trust his current production. The other 
difference was Coleman’s superior ability to drive play, something Hagel 
hasn’t quite shown yet in Chicago. The skillset is there, but the results 
haven’t been. On a deeper Tampa Bay team that should change and 
he’s still young enough to develop that toolkit. 

The major factor for Tampa Bay’s acquisition of Hagel though was his 
value relative to his cap hit. He’s making just $1.5 million for this season 
and the next two, but is providing value well above that. Middle six 

players are usually paid closer to the $5 million range and Hagel certainly 
qualifies. That’s a big value surplus in Tampa Bay’s favor. 

The cost of that wasn’t cheap though: two firsts, Taylor Raddysh and 
Boris Katchouk. That may seem like a princely sum at first blush, but for 
the value Hagel brings to the table at such a low cost, it’s certainly worth 
it to a team like the Lightning. Especially when those firsts will likely be 
late-round picks and they’re getting two fourths back in return. The 
difference between the two isn’t as large as some might think. Neither of 
Raddysh or Katchouk have proved enough at the NHL level yet either, 
though they’re worthy fliers for a team like Chicago. 

Tampa Bay is trying to squeeze whatever it can out of its core and this 
trade is one that really moves the needle toward a three-peat. Chicago 
did very well getting the package it did, arguably at the peak of 
Coleman’s value given his shooting percentage. It’s a strong move 
toward the full rebuild the franchise needs, but the defending champions 
are still the winners here. 

Lightning: A- 

Blackhawks: B+ 

Sean Gentille: When something works, it’s reasonable to try it again. The 
Lightning won the Stanley Cup twice, in no small part, because they 
added a couple really good third-liners with term remaining on their 
deals. 

Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow parlayed that success into big 
money in colder cities. Hagel, in a couple different ways, is their 
replacement. He’s 23 and signed for $1.5 million AAV for the next two 
seasons — and he’s good. He’s at 21 goals already in his second NHL 
season. That’s a wild total, aided in part by a 22-percent shooting that’s 
guaranteed to drop, but his profile elsewhere seems like a good bet to 
offset any regression there. He’s versatile, strong off the rush and a solid 
passer with, by all accounts, a great work ethic … and most of all, he 
makes $1.5 million until 2024. 

That’s quality, cost-effective, well-rounded depth for a team — because 
of the cost of keeping a champion together — that badly needs it. The 
price tag is going to give people pause. In context, it shouldn’t. Tampa 
isn’t just trying to win a Cup; they’re trying to build a dynasty. That makes 
adding a locked-and-loaded depth piece for three more runs, at that cap 
number, for two low first-round picks a no-brainer. 

They’re not buying high on a rental. They don’t need Hagel to score at a 
30-goal pace. They need him to be good, and they need him to be cheap 
— and he’s spent his first real NHL season showing that is indeed the 
case. Now, does he have more value to the Lightning than other teams? 
Absolutely. That’s a function, again, of their cap situation and win-now 
mentality. If a worse team with more money to spend dropped two first-
rounders on a complementary piece, it’d deserve more side-eye. That’s 
not what we’re dealing with, though. 

Assuming that he’ll be as good as, say, Coleman is unfair — but it’s 
reasonable to think he’ll come close. Also, he makes $1.5 million a year. 
Did I say that already? This is the exact sort of player the Lightning 
needed to make another run. If you’re as great as they’ve been — and as 
close to greatness as they seem, yet again — you think about the road 
ahead of you. You do not worry about what happens with picks that could 
very well begin with the number “3.” If they’re not trying to win again, right 
now, what’s the point? If you’re Julien BriseBois, and you’re not doing 
everything in your power to extend this run as long as possible, why 
bother? 

As for the Blackhawks, though, two first-rounders are two first-rounders. 
You’d think a cheap, productive 23-year-old would have more value on a 
rebuilding team, but Stan Bowman lost the plot so dramatically ahead of 
his dismissal that by the time the Blackhawks are truly relevant again, 
Hagel won’t be a bargain. Might as well do it now. 

Lightning: A- 

Blackhawks: B+ 
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Corey Pronman: Hagel’s scoring has ballooned this season thanks to a 
highly unsustainable 22 percent finishing rate, but he’s a legit middle of 
the lineup forward who is young and on a team-friendly contract. Hagel is 
a strong skater who competes hard and can bring a lot of energy to 
shifts. He lined up on both special teams for Chicago. His skill level isn’t 
dynamic, but it’s good enough to be a secondary scorer for a top team on 
their second or third line. He scores a lot of goals by using his speed and 
courage to attack the high percentage areas. 

From Tampa’s perspective, yes it’s a rich price, but I love the mindset. 
Flags Fly Forever. The marginal value of adding talent is at its highest 
when you’re a true contender which the defending two-time champs are. 
One Tampa source told me recently “nobody is criticizing the Coleman 
trade anymore.” Hagel can help Tampa for this and future playoff runs 
and given how depleted their farm system is there aren’t any talented 23 
years old likely coming up who will make the impact Hagel can over the 
next few years. This is a move to help them become a rare cap-era 
dynasty and I’m all for it. 

Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk are solid young players. They both 
have some skill, with Raddysh being a little smarter with more of a 
scoring touch. Both work hard enough off the puck too, but with both 
players being below-average skaters they were tweeners in the Lightning 
lineup and per an NHL source have been on the market for a while. In 
Chicago, they’ll have more opportunity to play and carve out real roles 
and project as legit bottom-six forwards in the NHL with Raddysh having 
PP2 upside. 

Those players are nice for Chicago, but they are clearly embracing the 
long-term plan of being bad for a while and acquiring future assets in the 
process which were heavily depleted in the Seth Jones deal.  
Realistically the best assets in this deal are the first-round picks, which 
will likely be later picks and being in future drafts will take quite a long 
time likely to materialize into NHL players. 

Lightning: A- 

Blackhawks: B- 
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Yanni Gourde offers superlatives about former Lightning teammates 

 

Joe Smith 18/03/2022 

 

SEATTLE — This past Lightning road trip could have easily been called 
the “Reunion Tour.” 

They first got to catch up with Tyler Johnson in Chicago and give him his 
Stanley Cup ring. Then came a stop in Calgary to see Blake Coleman, 
followed by Sunday in Vancouver, where defenseman Luke Schenn 
joined the team for postgame drinks/food. Yanni Gourde, one of the most 
beloved Bolts, texted the group to see if they wanted to come over to his 
Bellevue home before Wednesday’s game against his Seattle Kraken. 
On Saturday, Tampa Bay hosts the Rangers and Barclay Goodrow. 

“We miss those guys a lot,” Pat Maroon said. “We’re all brothers now.” 

“It makes you a little bit — verklempt, is that the word?” coach Jon 
Cooper said. “You have that common bond you went through the last two 
years, the (Stanley Cups), COVID, what we did together, what we 
accomplished. To see all those guys in other uniforms is always tough, 
but you understand it’s part of the game. At some point, everyone moves 
on. It’s just a little tougher when you win with a group of guys and guys 
go other places. They’re happy feelings, if that’s the way you look at it. I 
really enjoy seeing those guys.” 

The Lightning have to decide by Monday’s trade deadline if they’re going 
to bolster their lineup and try to replace some of those players who 
departed. There are some trade targets out there that make sense. But 
when we did our “Who Says No?” piece evaluating fans’ trade proposals, 
the one guy many people want back is Gourde, who was taken by the 
Kraken in the summer’s expansion draft. 

I brought that up to Gourde when we caught up after Wednesday’s game 
and he smiled. 

“Man, the fans in Tampa, I really enjoyed them,” Gourde said. “I think it’s 
the same way they enjoyed me too.  I’m enjoying myself here. I enjoy 
what I do here. I enjoy the organization. It’s a great city, they’ve been 
treating us really well. Fans have been great. It is how it is.” 

With Gourde knowing the Cup champs as well as anyone, and this being 
the second time he’s played against them, he took some time to help us 
with some Lightning superlatives, providing insight into how the group 
ticks. 

Toughest guy to play against 

Ryan McDonagh. He’s always in the right spot. He’s got a great stick, 
he’s super strong on the puck. There are no soft plays with Mac. It’s 
always hard. He’s always doing the right thing. He steps up in the neutral 
zone. I know what he’s going to do, he has that flair, he knows what’s 
going to happen. He’s got a great hockey mind. 

Best under pressure 

McDonagh. I could also do (Nikita Kucherov). Whenever he’s under 
pressure, he always finds a way to make a play and make something 
happen. 

A player who doesn’t get enough credit 

I’ve got to go with Mathieu Joseph, I think he’s great, really coming into 
his own. It could be (Ondrej Palat), too, though he’s recognized. But he 
does the right thing every single night. I can also go with McDonagh. 
There’s a bunch of guys I could pick. 

The ringleader on the road  

Probably (Alex) Killorn. In my time there, he was great at setting stuff up 
for the boys — dinners, other stuff. Tyler Johnson, too. 

The most vocal on the bench 

Patty Maroon. 

What makes Kucherov unique? 

He’s so patient with the puck. I know what he’s going to do and I can’t 
even take it away. I know exactly — I’ve seen it a million times, playing 
against him in practice. I know that the pass is going to come through — I 
don’t know at which moment — and he finds a lane. It’s mind-blowing 
what he does out there. He’s so detailed in getting pucks off the wall and 
finding the open man. His skating, just finding the guy with speed, finding 
the open guy to shoot it. It’s unique what he does. It’s no wonder he’s 
one of the best players in the league. It’s crazy. He’s got so much poise. 
He slows the game down, him and (Brayden Point) have that chemistry 
where he slows things down and Pointer takes off. It’s a perfect combo. 

Does Andrei Vasilevskiy get in the head of shooters? 

Absolutely. So big, so strong, so powerful. He moves across so well. I 
never thought in my career, I was going to score against him. I did 
(Wednesday). A great play by (Jordan Eberle). But honestly, I didn’t 
score one time in six years in practice against him. I just got lucky. 

What makes Steven Stamkos a great captain? 

He’s a great leader all around. He’s been captain for such a long time, 
and it shows in how much respect guys have for him and everything he’s 
done for the organization, everything he does every single day to make 
this team a great team. He’s super vocal in the room as well. He’s having 
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a hell of a year this year and, good for him, he really deserves it. He 
works hard. Just a phenomenal captain, phenomenal leader. 

Best guys to have on boat with you for boat parade? 

I had a blast with Pointer and (Cedric) Paquette in that first one. It was 
great, a lot of fun. So, I’d go with those guys. 

Joe Smith is a staff writer for The Athletic covering the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. He spent the previous 11 years at the Tampa Bay Times, 
where he covered the Lightning since 2014. Joe also covered the Tampa 
Bay Rays and Tampa Bay Buccaneers from 2008-13. Follow Joe on 
Twitter @JoeSmithTB. 
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What a difference a year makes when it comes to the Dallas Stars and 
overtime success 

 

By Matthew DeFranks  

 

MONTREAL — The very thing that kept the Stars out of the playoffs last 
season may very well get them into the postseason this spring: overtime. 

This season, the Stars are 9-1 in games that end in overtime, including 
Thursday night’s 4-3 win in Montreal, capped by John Klingberg’s game-
winner in the final 10 seconds. Dallas is also 3-2 in games that end in a 
shootout. 

That’s in stark contrast to last season, when the Stars went 4-8 in 
overtime and 2-6 in shootouts. Dallas missed the playoffs by four points. 

“Last year, we couldn’t catch a break in overtime,” Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. “We couldn’t. We hit goal posts, we missed nets. Our 
overtime record was dreadful last year because of it. Every time they 
came down, it was in the net. This year, our goalie’s making saves and 
we’re getting huge goals.” 

The biggest difference from this season to last season is the roster. 

Last year, Roope Hintz was hurt for eight of the team’s 20 overtime 
games. Tyler Seguin played in one overtime game. This season, Hintz 
(21:27) and Seguin (18:26) are the two most-used Stars forwards in 
overtime. 

A year ago, only three Stars scored overtime goals: Jason Dickinson, 
Jamie Benn and Jason Robertson. Seven different Stars have scored 
overtime goals, including a different hero in each of the team’s first seven 
overtime wins. 

Instead of using players like Dickinson, Esa Lindell and Radek Faksa, the 
Stars have leaned more heavily on Hintz, Seguin, Jason Robertson and 
Joe Pavelski. 

The analytics (at all strengths) also reflect a much better approach from 
the Stars in the extra session, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Category Last season This season 

Shot attempts % 40.8 55.0 

Shots on goal % 39.3 53.3 

Scoring chances % 34.0 54.1 

High-danger chances % 28.9 44.4 

Expected goals % 34.4 52.4 

Goals % 33.33 90.0 

“There was a bunch of overtime games we could have won last year,” 
Bowness said. “These guys are tired of me saying we had good chances, 
but we did, and they didn’t go in. This year, they’re going in.” 

That’s the good news. The bad news is that the Stars very much 
resemble the same team in regulation. 

In games that end in regulation, the Stars are 21-23. Last season, the 
Stars were 17-19 in regulation. 

By points percentage, the Stars are in a playoff position in the Western 
Conference, and are the only current playoff team with a regulation win 
percentage under .500. 

Since the salary cap was implemented in 2005, 18 teams with a losing 
record in regulation have made the playoffs. Thirteen of them lost in the 
first round. The deepest run was by last year’s Canadiens, who lost in the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

Still, the Stars find themselves in a good position to qualify in the West. 
They are currently on pace for 96 points, which is right around the normal 
postseason cutoff, and ahead of Vegas’ 91-point pace. 

They also find themselves in a favorable position with their schedule 
ahead. Sure, there are a lot of road games this month, but April is filled 
with dates at the American Airlines Center. 

According to Tankathon, the Stars also have the seventh-easiest 
remaining schedule, with games left against Seattle (twice), Arizona, 
New Jersey, Chicago, San Jose (twice) and the Islanders (twice). 

“This time of year, man, we need wins,” Bowness said before Thursday’s 
game. “We need to move back into that top eight. … At this time of the 
year, when you’re fighting this time of the year, when you’re fighting, 
there’s no excuses. It doesn’t matter who you’re playing: bottom team, 
top team, you’ve got to bring your A-game.” 

Stars forward Luke Glendening: “It should be easy for us, the position 
that we’re in. We have to win games. It doesn’t matter who we’re playing, 
we have to find ways to win.” 

Briefly: The Stars had an off day on Friday, and will play their first game 
at UBS Arena on Saturday against the Islanders. 
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Twenty-six Stars observations: John Klingberg's excellence and a losing 
streak ends 

 

Saad Yousuf 18/03/2022 

 

MONTREAL — As the clock ticked down to under five minutes left in 
regulation, the Stars trailing 3-2, John Klingberg received a drop pass 
from Jamie Benn. With two Canadiens lunging towards him from behind, 
one posturing in front of him in hopes of blocking a shot and a veteran 
goaltender behind him, Klingberg ripped a no-hesitation shot and snuck 
the puck just inside the right post before Canadiens netminder Jake Allen 
could get to it. 

A fist bump in the air was the immediate reaction. Then, Klingberg skated 
to the nearest glass and rocked the Bell Centre with a strong chest 
bump. It was the exertion of raw emotion for a player who hasn’t had the 
kind of season he had mapped out for himself. From the crunching hit at 
Madison Square Garden opening night to failed contract negotiations, to 
a lack of goal-scoring to constantly being in the trade rumor mill and 
everything else in between, Klingberg’s season has been a handful. 

In that moment though, the thought in his mind was the team. 
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“That was just a huge goal for the team,” Klingberg said. “That felt really 
good skating back to the bench.” 

Montreal didn’t challenge for a potential review of if Benn was offside on 
the play so Klingberg’s goal stood. He wasn’t done, though. Klingberg 
was part of the Stars power play that closed out regulation on the ice and 
then began overtime as well. He took a penalty in overtime that gave the 
Canadiens a power play opportunity, which the Stars were able to kill off. 
Finally, Klingberg joined Benn and Tyler Seguin for one last push to win 
the game before it headed to a shootout. 

Seguin won the faceoff and passed the puck back to Klingberg. Klingberg 
passed it back to Seguin, who dropped it off to Benn, who then left it for 
Klingberg. With 12 seconds left, Klingberg plastered the puck on Allen, 
who was unable to corral the puck cleanly. Klingberg was already 
crashing the net and he slapped home his own rebound. 

Celebration ensued, fans groaned and headed toward the exits when the 
officials announced that the goal was going to be reviewed for goaltender 
interference. 

“Honestly, you never know,” Klingberg said. “It was great to see that he 
directed it to the net. After looking at the replay a little bit, I was kind of 
confident there was no goalie interference.” 

Officials, in accordance with Rule 69.7, deemed Seguin was making a 
play on the loose puck in the crease. 

With that, the Stars beat the Canadiens to snap a three-game losing 
streak. 

2. With his overtime winner, Klingberg became the franchise’s all-time 
leader in game-winning shots among defensemen. Benn, like Klingberg, 
a fellow fifth-round draft pick of the Stars, was in his sixth NHL season in 
2014 when Klingberg broke in as a rookie. When asked what it’s been 
like to watch Klingberg’s journey unfold throughout the years, Benn 
jogged his memory. 

“It’s been a lot of fun. Been through a lot together,” Benn said. “I still 
remember his first game with us. Skinny little kid with a big helmet, toe-
dragging the puck, scoring goals. It’s been a lot of fun to play with him. 
Obviously, a heck of a player. A great person, great leader on this team 
and very important as well.” 

3. In light of Benn remembering old times, here’s a trip down memory 
lane of that young toe-dragging, wide-smiling Klingberg. He played his 
first NHL game against the Arizona Coyotes on Nov. 11, 2014. Nine days 
later, he scored his first NHL goal when the Stars met the Coyotes again. 
It was in vintage Klingberg fashion. 

4. The big storyline this week has been the lineup. For a good stretch, 
the Stars had finally settled on a consistent lineup. 

The top line is no secret, the second line had Tyler Seguin centering 
Jamie Benn and Denis Gurianov, the checking line was Radek Faksa 
centering Michael Raffl and Luke Glendening and then the other line was 
Jacob Peterson centering Alexander Radulov and Joel Kiviranta, with a 
mix of Riley Tufte in place of Kiviranta. 

The defensive pairs had been settled with the classic duo of John 
Klingberg and Esa Lindell, Ryan Suter skating with Miro Heiskanen and 
then Thomas Harley with Jani Hakanpaa. There would be some in-game 
situational adjustments but that was the look, for the most part. The lines 
underwent some serious reconstruction this week, twice. 

First, to account for the personnel side of things. Tufte had to be sent 
down to the AHL to make room for Adam Scheel to come up and back up 
Jake Oettinger due to Braden Holtby’s lower body injury. Marian Studenic 
had a quick conditioning stint with the Texas Stars and performed well so 
he was back up and became an option. Heiskanen remains out 
indefinitely due to mononucleosis and did not travel with the team on the 
current four-game trip. 

5. In Toronto, the Stars put out this lineup: 

Left wing Center Right wing 

Jason Robertson 

Roope Hintz 

Joe Pavelski 

Jamie Benn 

Tyler Seguin 

Alex Radulov 

Michael Raffl 

Radek Faksa 

Denis Gurianov 

Marian Studenic 

Luke Glendening 

Joel Kiviranta 

Left defense Right defense 

Thomas Harley 

John Klingberg 

Ryan Suter 

Jani Hakanpaa 

Joel Hanley 

Esa Lindell 

The big change with this lineup was Gurianov’s demotion and Radulov 
being reunited with Benn and Seguin. 

“The reality is that Denis with Jamie and Seggy, it was too inconsistent,” 
head coach Rick Bowness said. “They’re not generating enough offense. 
It’s a goal here or there. Regardless of the goals, they’re not creating 
enough chances for.” 

Having complaints with any line outside of the top one for a lack of 
production is fair game because secondary scoring has been non-
existent. However, to express concern and then revert to the Benn, 
Seguin and Radulov line as a potential solution shows just how 
desperate the Stars have become. They’ve already tried that classic line 
multiple times this season and each time, the results were worse than the 
last. 

6. In Toronto, they didn’t even last a period. They were on the ice for the 
first two goals against and a third Maple Leafs scoring opportunity that 
almost resulted in a goal against as well. 

“They were just off,” Bowness said on Wednesday. “When that line is off, 
they’re bad in the defensive zone… If you’re off and you’re not creating 
any offense and you’re off defensively, that’s not a good combination.” 

The loss to the Maple Leafs should be the final straw for that line 
combination. Early in the season, the lines were constantly in a blender. 
At this point, the scoring has gone stale and maybe the thought was that 
with Seguin and Radulov both further along with their respective injury 
recoveries, they could find some of the old magic with Benn. It didn’t 
happen. 

7. The Stars had eight line combinations that played at least 50 minutes 
this season. Of those eight, the Benn, Seguin, Radulov line checks in as 
the worst in puck possession, second-worst in shot percentage to only 
the Raffl, Faksa, Glendening checking line, second-worst to the checking 
line in expected goals for per 60 minutes and the worst in expected goals 
against per 60 minutes. 

That line has given the Stars some good times through the years but the 
latest attempt should be the nail in the coffin. 
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8. Speaking of lines and that Toronto lineup, let’s talk about Jacob 
Peterson, who was inserted back in the lineup on Thursday in Montreal 
after serving as a healthy scratch for three of the four previous games. 
Bowness was asked on Wednesday what he needs to see from Peterson 
in order for the rookie Swede to be a regular in the lineup. 

“Just pace. I thought he got a little tired last week, when we took him 
out,” Bowness said. “He’s not used to the grind of an NHL season. It 
became obvious. He’s had some time off now, just needs to get the pace 
back up where it was earlier. 

“It’s understandable; your first year in the league, you’re used to playing 
50 games and lots of practices, and it’s the exact opposite over here. 
There is no practice time and there are a lot of games against big, heavy, 
physical guys in a smaller rink. He’s going to have to adjust but if we can 
get his pace back up, he’ll make plays and hang on to the puck.” 

9. Has Peterson been overworked? He’s played 48 games but coming 
into Thursday, he ranked 18th on the team in even-strength time on ice 
per game at 10:27 among players who have played at least 20 games 
this season. The only forwards behind him are Joel Kiviranta and Tanner 
Kero. 

10. Peterson’s impact also speaks for itself. Despite the reduced ice time, 
he ranks fifth on the team in five-on-five goals behind only the top line 
and Tyler Seguin. His 12 points rank him No. 7 among the team’s 
forwards. 

11. With Peterson, it’s beyond individual numbers, too. As mentioned 
above, the Stars are putting lines through the blender this week. One line 
that had been getting some run but was broken up was Peterson 
centering Kiviranta and Radulov. That line has played 90 minutes 
together this season. The Stars have five lines that have played 90 
minutes or more this season and that combination of Peterson, Radulov 
and Kiviranta rank second on the team to the top line in shot percentage 
(53.9%), puck possession (51.2%) and expected goals for per 60 
minutes. Furthermore, they’re not even a defensive liability as they rank 
No. 1 on the team in expected goals against per 60 minutes. 

On Thursday, moved out from center to left wing and played with Seguin 
and Glendening. He played 9:14 in the game, second-least to Studenic. 

12. Peterson isn’t a grand solution to the Stars’ secondary scoring woes 
but he’s clearly a middle-six caliber forward whose ice time has been 
fourth-line esque and, lately, his game availability that of a 13th forward. 
With any young player, as has been the case with Roope Hintz, Jason 
Robertson, Jake Oettinger and others, the Stars have to balance the 
individual’s own development and his value to team success. Peterson’s 
production shows that the Stars need more of him, not less. 

13. After experiencing the disaster of the Benn, Seguin, Radulov line in 
Toronto, Bowness went hard the other way, splitting all three of them up 
onto different lines. Here’s what the lineup looked like in Montreal: 

Left wing Center Right wing 

Jason Robertson 

Roope Hintz 

Joe Pavelski 

Jacob Peterson 

Tyler Seguin 

Luke Glendening 

Marian Studenic 

Jamie Benn 

Denis Gurianov 

Michael Raffl 

Radek Faksa 

Alex Radulov 

Stars defense 

Left defense Right defense 

Thomas Harley 

John Klingberg 

Ryan Suter 

Esa Lindell 

Joel Hanley 

Jani Hakanpaa 

Seguin’s line is interesting because earlier in the season, the Stars tried 
flanking Seguin with Kiviranta and Glendening. The combination played 
53 minutes together. The results weren’t glowing but it wasn’t a bad. 
Their 3.04 expected goals for per 60 minutes ranks third on the team 
among lines that have played at least 50 minutes. They are right behind 
the top line, which is at 3.11 but has obviously played 10 times as many 
minutes together. 

The No. 1 line in that category was Peterson flanked by Benn and 
Radulov. With Seguin being much improved from November and 
Peterson an upgrade to Kiviranta, perhaps the line can develop some 
chemistry and be an answer. 

14. Benn’s line is all about the speed. Gurianov and Studenic are two of 
the fastest players on the team. The intriguing part of this line is the 
chemistry. Both wingers are clearly faster than Benn but the Stars 
captain is clearly ahead in hockey IQ than Gurianov and Studenic, who 
only played his second game in Dallas on Thursday after being claimed 
just a few of weeks ago. Benn will need to be able to keep up with his 
skates while Studenic and Gurianov need to keep up above their 
shoulders and see the game the way Benn does. 

15. All four lines performed well against the Canadiens. 

“Good balance,” Bowness said. “That’s what we needed. We got a goal 
from Faksa’s line, Jamie’s line, we got goals from the defense. That’s 
what we need to be successful. We need that spread out scoring. 
Roope’s line doesn’t score and we win the hockey game.” 

The Stars will need to generate that kind of offense from those lines more 
consistently and against better competition before they can be dubbed 
the solution to secondary scoring. There have been a few combinations 
throughout the season that have flashed well but failed to stand the test 
of time. 

16. It’s been a few games now with Harley being paired with Klingberg on 
the top line. Harley was up and down between the AHL and NHL earlier 
this season and then once he came up to stay, he began on the third 
pairing. Heiskanen’s absence has shaken things up though and Harley’s 
gradual improvements to his game, particularly his defense, has stood 
out to Bowness. 

“He’s getting more minutes, he’s joining the rush a lot more so he’s 
feeling more and more confident,” Bowness said. “He’s moving the puck 
well. The intensity of the game, he’s picking that up as well, defensively, 
which is what the knock on him was when he turned pro. He had to get 
that intensity up in the battles and the races and net-front boxouts and 
things like that. He’s improved in every area of the game.” 

17. His fit with Klingberg has been as one would expect. The two have 
gotten up to 118 minutes together so far this season, the ninth pairing to 
get to that number. The defense isn’t great, given they are two puck-
moving offensive defensemen. The offense that they bring together, 
however, makes it worth it to keep them together. Of those nine pairings 
that have played at least 118 minutes together, Klingberg and Harley 
generate 21.72 high-danger scoring chances per 60 minutes, according 
to Natural Stat Trick. That’s seven more than the next pairing. 
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18. How quickly the two have developed chemistry is also a good thing. 
The Stars tried to pair Suter with Klingberg for months but that 
experiment never ended up working out. With Harley, the connection has 
been pretty instant. 

“Honestly, I just think he’s very smart,” Klingberg said. “He reads off of 
me and I read off of him. I really like the way he handles the puck. He 
gives me a lot of space to join the rush. I think he feels the same when I 
have the puck, he can join the rush and we find each other on the 
breakouts, for the most part. We can join with four guys so I really like 
playing with Thomas. I feel very comfortable moving the puck with him.” 

Once Heiskanen is able to return, the Stars will have the option to keep 
Harley with Klingberg, continue with Suter and Heiskanen and then pair 
Lindell with Hakanpaa. 

19. Bowness said he liked the way the power play generated looks in 
Toronto so he didn’t want to change much about it, even though they 
didn’t score. That means Harley continues to watch from the bench when 
the Stars have the man advantage. Bowness was asked Thursday 
morning of when that may change. 

“Will he eventually see some power play time? Probably,” Bowness said. 
“The more poise you see him with the puck (at five-on-five), the more 
confident you are in putting him in those situations without overwhelming 
him too early.” 

20. If you thought re-assembling Benn, Seguin and Radulov was 
desperate, there’s still another level of desperation for the Stars to tap 
into. Thursday morning, Bowness talked about the potential of splitting up 
the top line of Robertson, Hintz and Pavelski. 

They have not only been the best line in Dallas but one of the best in the 
NHL. The logic behind potentially splitting them up would be to spread 
the wealth of scoring. The Stars have especially struggled scoring on the 
road. Bowness said splitting them up would be a last resort. 

“We hate to do that, but if you’re not scoring, then all bets — you can’t 
keep doing the same things over and over, you’ve got to try something 
different,” Bowness said. “I did it before for two games and didn’t like the 
results of it but it’s something we absolutely have to look at, if we have to 
do it.” 

21. Bowness referred back to the shutout loss to the Kings when Los 
Angeles matched up their guys consistently throughout the game to shut 
down the top line. While it’s true that teams have taken advantage of 
having last change when the Stars are on the road, a game like that Los 
Angeles one has to be taken with a grain of salt. At that point in the 
season, the top line was consistently struggling to translate its home 
success to the road. Since late January, there has been clear 
improvement across the board for that line in advanced analytics. 

22. Bowness likes to be coy when talking about his goaltending decisions 
prior to the morning skate of the game. After practice on Wednesday, he 
was asked if Oettinger would start on Thursday. Bowness laughed and 
said, “That would be a good bet.” 

When he stepped to the podium Thursday morning, he confirmed 
Oettinger was going to start and then laughed and added, “Get used to 
it.” 

23. Holtby is labeled day-to-day. He did not skate with the team Thursday 
morning at the optional skate. Seen walking out of the Bell Centre 
Wednesday after practice, Holtby had a noticeable limp. With Adam 
Scheel serving as the backup and the Stars in a serious playoff race, 
Oettinger will likely get every start until Holtby is healthy enough to spell 
him every once in a while. 

“I feel great,” Oettinger said Tuesday night after the Maple Leafs game. 
“This is what I’ve dreamed about my whole life, to be a No. 1 goalie in the 
NHL. They’ve given me every opportunity, Jim and Bones. Couldn’t ask 
for a better opportunity than what they’ve given me. Now it’s my job to 
make those guys proud and do what I can to help get this team into the 
playoffs.” 

24. Oettinger is doing everything he can. He had a clunker on Saturday 
at home against the Rangers, which is to be expected every once in a 
while, with the workload he’s managing and especially it being the first 
time in his career. Since Oettinger slid into the No. 1 workload stretch on 
Jan. 30, among goaltenders who have played at least 10 games, he’s 
No. 6 in the NHL in goals saved above league average and ninth in goals 
saved above expected. 

He rebounded from his tough outing against New York with a strong 
effort against Toronto on Tuesday. He followed that up with a key effort 
early in the game in Montreal. 

“Give Jake a lot of credit because that game could have been 3-0 five 
minutes into the first period,” Bowness said. “Jake was fantastic.” 

25. The first half of the Stars’ road trip featured some great hockey 
environments. In Toronto, it went beyond the arena on game night. 
Whether it was Uber rides or just trying to grab a meal somewhere, 
Maple Leafs fans were everywhere and very eager to talk hockey to 
figure out a solution to their goaltending woes (the Stars did their part to 
give Leafs fans a glimmer of hope). The game itself was also great but 
that was to be expected with a market like Toronto and the team playing 
well and housing a legitimate Hart candidate. 

Montreal, on the other hand, is dead last in the NHL standings with 41 
points. Despite that, fans were engaged from the start and any chance 
the Canadiens gave fans to cheer, a full capacity Bell Centre was 
rocking. It was maybe the best road environment I’ve experienced in my 
first season traveling. The Canadiens are a prime example that the worst 
thing for a sports franchise isn’t to be bad; it’s to reach a point where the 
fanbase becomes apathetic. Canadiens fans are anything but that. 

26. The Stars had moved into the a playoff spot for a few hours with their 
win on Thursday. Coming into the day, they trailed Vegas by one point. 
The Golden Knights played the Florida Panthers late Thursday night and 
gave up a 3-1 lead, allowing Florida to tie things up 3-3. However, Vegas 
took care of business from there and won the game, snapping a five-
game losing streak and leapfrogging the Stars. 

Saad Yousuf is a staff writer covering the Dallas Stars. He previously 
covered the Dallas Cowboys, Dallas Mavericks, Texas Rangers, FC 
Dallas and local college and high school sports for The Athletic. He also 
works at 96.7/1310 The Ticket in Dallas after five years at ESPN Dallas 
radio. Saad has also covered the Cowboys for WFAA, the Mavericks for 
Mavs.com and a variety of sports at the Dallas Morning News, 
ESPN.com and SB Nation. Follow Saad on Twitter @SaadYousuf126. 
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Down Goes Brown: The players you should be ready to meet at the trade 
deadline 

 

Sean McIndoe 18/03/2022 

 

It’s deadline week, which means that it’s every hockey fan’s Wendel-
given right to lose their minds. It’s what we do at this time of year, and to 
be honest, it’s kind of fun. We devour every rumor, think through every 
scenario, and break down every move that does or doesn’t happen in the 
leadup to the big day. 

Then Monday arrives, and … it’s fine. It’s always fine. But that’s OK, 
because the deadline itself isn’t really the fun part. That’s right now. 

So sure, lose your mind for the next few days. But do it responsibly. 

After all, you don’t want to be one of those fans who goes completely off 
the deep end and embarrasses themselves. You’re not some rookie, and 
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this isn’t your first deadline week. Or maybe it is, and you’d like to 
convincingly fake it. Act like you’ve been here before, and all that. 

Either way, it’s important to remember that most deadline weeks are 
pretty much the same, and we should know what to expect. So today, 
let’s run through the 12 people you might get to meet as the hours count 
down to trade deadline day. 

The guy who’ll fetch a first-round pick and years later none of us will 
remember why 

There’s a concept in psychology called the anchoring effect that basically 
says that the first price we hear for something ends up sticking with us 
more than it should, even if it’s unreasonable. It’s fair to say that some 
NHL GMs are very familiar with this concept. 

It happens every year. You hear a player’s name floated in the runup to 
the deadline, and the rumored asking price is a first-round pick. You kind 
of laugh it off, because that’s ridiculous and no team would ever give up 
that much. But then you hear it again, and then again, and next thing you 
know everyone is just kind of going with it without question. And then 
some team actually pays up. 

At the time, everyone nods along. Yes, the price was high, but that’s 
what it was always going to cost. What else was anyone supposed to 
do? It’s only a few months or years later that you go “Oh right, that guy 
wasn’t all that good.” 

History is filled with guys like this; there are usually at least a couple most 
years. This year it’s Ben Chiarot. Last year it was Nick Foligno. A few 
years before that, we had guys like Ryan Hartman, Martin Hanzal and 
Kyle Quincey. My all-time favorite was the year that we somehow had a 
leaguewide bidding war for Paul Gaustad. 

The key point here is that a player’s value is just whatever some other 
team will give up for him. Aim high, and with a well-run marketing 
campaign, you never know. 

(Note: This guy is not to be confused with his cousin, the guy who’ll fetch 
a first-round pick and nobody will remember why but it’s fine because the 
team wins the Cup. That club includes names like David Savard, Antoine 
Vermette and an old Tomas Kaberle. There’s no such thing as a bad deal 
for a team that wins it all.) 

The big name you’re kind of getting sick of 

We all love a big trade, and that means that at least one player involved 
has to be a reasonably big star. When those names first start appearing 
in the rumor mill, it’s exciting. Fans start churning through possible 
destinations, arguing over price tags, and throwing out increasingly wild 
possible deals. 

It’s fun. For a while. Then you realize it’s only December. 

Days turn into weeks, weeks turn into months, and you keep hearing 
about this same name. By the time the deadline arrives, you’re just about 
sick of it. You just want the team to pull the trigger and end it. In extreme 
cases, you may find yourself screaming “Yeah we get it!” at Pierre 
LeBrun on TV. 

Also, there’s about a 90 percent chance this guy doesn’t end up getting 
traded after all. I’m not completely sure who this year’s version is, but I 
think it might be John Klingberg. 

The out-of-nowhere late arrival 

This is the opposite of the last entry, and it’s great. And sure, “out of 
nowhere” is relative – almost everybody’s name shows up in a rumor 
somewhere at some point. But the key here is that most of us aren’t 
thinking about somebody being moved, and then we get hit with a deal 
we weren’t expecting. These are so much more fun than finally finding 
out which team gave up a fourth-round pick for a guy you’ve been 
hearing about for months. 

These deals are also relatively rare. I’d argue we got one last year, when 
the Wings sent Anthony Mantha to the Caps for a package built around 
Jakub Vrana. 

Who will it be this year? We don’t know, which is the whole point. But 
probably Connor McDavid. Remember to act surprised. 

The quiet pickup that will turn out to be hugely important 

You never know who they are until months or even years later, but they 
often have a bigger impact than the headline-grabbing names do. Maybe 
they’re a role player who has a strong playoff run, or maybe they’re a 
younger player who ends up finding another level. Either way, you barely 
notice them on deadline day, but years later you look back on the move 
as one of the day’s biggest. 

One important rule for this category is that anyone acquired by the 
eventual Stanley Cup champion gets automatic entry, because 
everything a Cup winner does at the deadline is by definition the right 
move. It doesn’t matter if they add a guy who sits in the press box for the 
entire playoff run. He sat in the press box really well, and it was clearly 
important. 

Butch Goring is the undisputed king of this category, while more recent 
entries include Ben Bishop, Johnny Oduya, Justin Schultz and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

The decoy 

This guy is a big name. He’s also not going anywhere. 

Oh, he’s on the market, according to the rumor mill. It’s pretty clear that 
his team wants everyone to think he’s available. It doesn’t completely 
make sense, because he’s a good player with term left on his deal, but 
the insiders all say that he’s in play. 

Then the deadline comes and goes, and he doesn’t get moved after all. A 
few reports leak out that it wasn’t all that close, and the asking price was 
always too high. Eventually, everyone realizes that this was just a case of 
a smart team making sure that their phone would keep ringing while 
disrupting the market for everyone else. Maybe you talk a few teams 
down to a more realistic deal, or maybe you plant a few seeds for down 
the road. Either way, the big name stays put and everyone feels kind of 
silly for thinking it would play out any differently. 

We all agree that this is Jakob Chychrun this year, right? Cool, just 
making sure. 

The former star coming back for one last run 

This one’s a bit of a dying breed. Back in the day, it wasn’t unusual to 
see a team bring back a beloved former star for one last run. Fans loved 
it, because it was an irresistible storyline dripped in nostalgia. GMs loved 
it because it bought them some cover with a grumpy fan base. 

These days, teams still love to bring back an old favorite. But they’ve 
figured out that they can skip the whole trading thing and just hire a guy 
as a coach or front-office type. Is he qualified? It barely matters. In some 
cases, the guy doesn’t even have to do anything — just put him in a suit 
and give him a generic title and fans will applaud. 

That said, there’s at least a chance that we could see an old-school 
comeback trade this year. There’s been some talk of J.T. Miller going 
back to New York, maybe the Flames decide on a reunion with Mark 
Giordano, and I’m going to try to will “Phil Kessel back to Boston” into 
existence just because it would be funny. Just don’t get your hopes up. 

The OGWAC who gets traded to go chase a Cup 

Long-time readers know that I’m big on the concept of the OGWAC, or 
Old Guy Without A Cup. We rank them every year, and I strongly 
encourage you to root for them once your team is out. Thanks to Ray 
Bourque, the bar has been set so high that any OGWAC story pales in 
comparison to 2001, but they’re still great when they happen. And that’s 
especially true for the deadline acquisition who parachutes onto a 
contender. 
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Most of this year’s top OGWACs are already on playoff teams, like Joe 
Thornton in Florida, Jason Spezza in Toronto, and Mats Zuccarello in 
Minnesota. Joe Pavelski and Ryan Suter will be sticking out the season 
in Dallas. So who does that leave? 

The big name is obviously Claude Giroux. Giordano is another. I’m not 
sure anyone is calling about Zach Parise right now, but he’d be another 
option. And don’t sleep on Paul Stastny, who gets bonus points because 
neither his dad or his uncles ever won either. 

A deal involving a Cup-winning veterans like Marc-Andre Fleury, Phil 
Kessel or even Ryan Getzlaf would be cool. But when in doubt, always 
root for the OGWAC. 

The OGWAC who doesn’t get traded but should have 

Just absolutely crushing when we see it. The poor guy is all ready to go, 
bags packed and ring measurement on file, and then it doesn’t happen. 
The worst part is when the player then has to pretend to be thrilled to be 
staying put. I’m still not over the Sharks not trading Thornton to a 
contender in 2020. 

Is it possible that Giroux ends up in this category? Doubtful, since the 
Flyers just seem to be waiting for his 1,000th game this week. But we’re 
keeping an eye on the situation. 

The established star who’s traded for another established star in a 
legitimate hockey trade 

Yeah, these don’t happen anymore. 

They used to. Back in the ancient times, we used to get deals like the six-
player Ron Francis trade, or the four-player Stars/Caps deal that had 
three Hall of Famers in it. Of course, that was back in the day before the 
hard cap, parity and a draft-and-develop mindset drew a bright line 
between buyers and sellers. These days, we still get the occasional 
hockey trade during the summer or (rarely) midway through the season. 
But at the deadline, it’s almost always about trading the future for the 
present, with picks, prospects and cap space ruling the day. 

The prospect you’ve never heard of 

Plenty of prospects get traded on deadline day, and if we’re being 
honest, you won’t know who many of them are. Unless you’re Corey 
Pronman or Scott Wheeler, you’re probably not familiar with all 32 farm 
systems, so you’re not going to recognize a whole lot of names. But 
that’s OK, because if you don’t know who a prospect is then you can’t 
say for sure that he isn’t a blue-chip stud. 

You never know. A young Brett Hull was traded at the deadline. So was 
Tony Amonte, and Markus Naslund. We all remember the Filip Forsberg 
deal. Buyers can get desperate at this time of year, and that might mean 
offering up a can’t-miss kid that they wouldn’t ordinarily part with. 

And sure, an overwhelming majority of prospects won’t turn out that way. 
Many will just end up being depth NHLers, and plenty won’t even get that 
far. It’s always fun to look back a few years later and see how many 
“untouchable” prospects never went anywhere. And that’s especially true 
when the team that knows them best is suddenly willing to send them 
elsewhere. Let’s just say that the odds aren’t great. 

But the point is that you never know, and that means you can get excited 
about pretty much every name you hear. A mystery box can be anything, 
even a boat. 

The prospect you’ve never heard of who turns out to just be a contract 

A deal gets announced, you know most of the names involved, but 
there’s one guy you’re not familiar with at all. He’s described as a 
prospect, which is intriguing. You wonder what his background is, and 
how he managed to slip past your radar. 

Then you find out he’s an undrafted 27-year-old playing in the ECHL, and 
you remember that the NHL has a 50-contract limit, and you remind 
yourself never to fall for this again. 

(Note that you will continue to fall for this every single time.) 

The delusional GM 

OK, so this last one isn’t actually a player, but we still have to mention 
him. He’s always one of the deadline’s most beloved recurring 
characters, so much so that he’s often played by multiple performers 
every year. 

The delusional GM is often the one who thinks he can’t sell because his 
team is still a playoff contender even though they’re eight points back 
and also terrible. He can also be a guy who thinks his playoff-bound team 
is good enough as it is, even though they’re clearly not. Sometimes he’s 
just overvaluing his own assets, to the point that he can’t get a deal done 
because nobody wants to pay top price for his handful of magic beans. 

These guys are all the best, and it becomes appointment viewing when 
they do their post-deadline press conference and get to explain their 
reasoning to an irate fan base. If you want closely, you can usually 
pinpoint the exact moment that their internal monologue goes, “Wait, this 
all sounded a lot better in my head before I had to say it out loud to 
actual people.” 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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NHL power rankings: Fans described their teams and did a better job 
than us — whoops! Plus a new No. 1 

 

Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn 18/03/2022 

 

Folks, we at Power Rankings HQ are avid readers of the comments. We 
hear your complaints – specifically about us. This week we thought we 
would try something a little different, and put The Rankings™ in your 
hands. Y’all deserve a break – from us. 

No, we didn’t hand the actual ranking duties over. That would be silly. But 
we did put out a call to action on Twitter asking readers to describe their 
favorite team. And folks, you did not disappoint. The results were better 
than we ever imagined when we decided on Thursday night that we did 
not want to work that hard this week. 

Anyways, here are some tweets. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 43-13-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 2 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 41-14-6 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 1 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 
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Record: 41-14-5 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record: 37-16-7 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Okay I have the Flames for you Sean pic.twitter.com/0K1rq0Lisr 

— Shane Stevenson (Flashalytics) (@Flash_33) March 18, 2022 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 39-15-6 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Lightning fan: pic.twitter.com/YGBnE5ZbHV 

— Noodles (@GFNoodleyOne) March 17, 2022 

Uh, back to back Stanley Cup Champs pic.twitter.com/E7rOEmiLl6 

— John Ford (@razor_5599) March 17, 2022 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 39-17-5 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

7. Boston Bruins 

Record: 37-19-5 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 38-18-5 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 37-16-9 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

The Pens’ first line be like: pic.twitter.com/D0kBtd9Nxx 

— Kelsey Surmacz (@kelsey_surmacz4) March 18, 2022 

I drove to Nashville in the middle of the day Tuesday from Birmingham, 
Alabama to watch the Penguins in Nashville. Got on TV and have been 
memeing myself ever since. This is me searching for depth scoring. The 
drive home was brutal. Poured rain, didn’t get home till 1AM. Go Pens 
pic.twitter.com/L2eylJzhel 

— chad underwood (@chadunderw00d) March 17, 2022 

10. Washington Capitals 

Record: 34-18-10 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 35-20-4 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 12 

#mnwild pic.twitter.com/QYjzSsfpJx 

— (32-17-3) Honk Honk   🇺🇸🇨🇦 (@nagrant6) March 18, 2022 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 34-17-9 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 10 

  pic.twitter.com/Txgfcw8Vse 

— caroline (@mcpickuptruck) March 18, 2022 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 35-22-4 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

14. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 34-23-4 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 33-23-3 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 34-21-8 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 16 
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Sean rank: 15 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 30-25-7 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 33-26-4 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 28-23-10 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 18 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 27-25-11 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 31-28-3 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 25-24-9 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Me realizing that after making the conference finals the past two years I’ll 
get nothing this season pic.twitter.com/4OcSZshwRL 

— JCon6 (@Jack_Conroy6) March 17, 2022 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 26-26-8 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

24. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 20-36-4 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

pic.twitter.com/EURaRwz4jQ 

— Carl Pavlock (@CarlPavlockFFH) March 17, 2022 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 22-30-9 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 35 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 22-34-5 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

The puck when it’s shot at a Devils goaltender https://t.co/YHekfnGmOW 
pic.twitter.com/OvhJn46lbT 

— Adam Marshall Present (@i__ampresent) March 18, 2022 

Every year with my beloved Devils. pic.twitter.com/8AHKU3Xn22 

— Jă§øñ (@kranman85) March 18, 2022 

27. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 25-29-7 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 25 

https://t.co/l0RGpUtveS 

— Prashanth Iyer (@iyer_prashanth) March 17, 2022 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 19-30-11 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 29 

pic.twitter.com/FrA5utB0XQ 

— Kyle (@amoralpanic) March 18, 2022 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 20-33-8 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 28 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 16-36-9 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

31. Ottawa Senators 
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Record: 21-34-5 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 18-38-6 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

<Error: Tweet not found. Probably Phillipp Grubauer’s fault.> 
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Gordie Howe, Fighting Saints and beer-soaked meal money: How the 
WHA changed the NHL for the better 

 

Eric Duhatschek 18/03/2022 

 

On a spring day in 1972, just before Montreal Canadiens center Larry 
Pleau was set to sign a contract with the World Hockey Association, he 
gave his soon-to-be-former boss Sam Pollock a courtesy telephone call. 

Pleau wanted the Canadiens’ GM to know he was leaving to join the New 
England Whalers but would reconsider his decision if Montreal was 
prepared to trade his rights to another NHL team. Pleau was intrigued by 
the salary bump he was getting in the WHA, but mostly, he was just 
looking for a chance to play more. The NHL was still his first choice. 

“Sam Pollock says to me, ‘Larry, let me tell you something. First of all, 
there’ll never be a WHA. Second of all, if you go to the WHA, you’ll never 
come back here to the NHL in any form. And you’re taking a chance of 
not having a career in hockey because nobody’s going to bring you 
back,'” Pleau says. 

“And I said, ‘Mr. Pollock, if you can’t tell me that you’ll trade me, I’m 
leaving tomorrow and I’m going to sign. (Whalers’ GM and owner) Jack 
Kelley and Howard Baldwin are coming up in a private jet. My wife and I 
are going to sign the contract.’ And that’s what we did.” 

Pleau became the first player formally introduced by the WHA at a press 
conference, but others soon followed. Fifty years have passed since the 
WHA came along and fundamentally changed the course of professional 
hockey. 

Two seminal signings brought credibility and publicity to the new league: 
The Winnipeg Jets luring Bobby Hull with an unprecedented contract 
offer of $1 million, and the legendary Gordie Howe coming out of 
retirement to play professionally with his sons, Mark and Marty, with the 
Houston Aeros. 

But the WHA’s greatest lasting legacy is how it opened the professional 
ice hockey doors to players who had previously been ignored by the 
NHL. 

The WHA created opportunities for Americans, like Pleau, and 
Europeans such as Anders Hedberg, Ulf Nilsson and Vaclav 
Nedomansky. As well as for smaller, skilled players such as Mike Rogers 
who were being passed over by the bigger-is-better philosophy that 
dominated NHL thinking back then. 

“It’s become the forgotten league, even though it completely changed the 
landscape of hockey,” Rogers says. “The WHA was one of the biggest 
things that ever happened to the game and people just don’t look or 
remember it that way.” 

Until the WHA came along, players had little negotiating leverage. Most 
contract offers were take-it-or-leave-it.   

“When I first got drafted, it was the year before the WHA started,” says 
goaltender John Garrett. “Guys were making 20 grand a year and had no 
rights at all. I’m in the minors in Chicago and the Blackhawks have Tony 
Esposito and Gary Smith as their goalies. They said, ‘Here’s what we’re 
going to give you. It’s $17,000 to play in the NHL, but chances are you’ll 
be in the minors and you’re going to earn $9,500.’ 

“The WHA came along and said, ‘We’ll give you $20,000 to sign, another 
$20,000 to play, $30,000 the next year and $30,000 the year after that. 
So, it was like a hundred grand total. I made more just to sign with the 
WHA than I would have if I played in the NHL. It was unbelievable how it 
freed up the players.” 

It had a similar effect on players coming from Europe. 

The WHA’s debut season coincided with the 1972 Summit Series 
between Canada and the Soviet Union, which demonstrated to insular 
viewers in North America just how far European hockey had come. 

The next year, the Toronto Maple Leafs recruited two players from 
Sweden, one of whom — Borje Salming — made an immediate impact 
and went on to have a Hall of Fame career. Salming’s arrival opened the 
door to others, including Hedberg, who along with Nilsson and Lars-Erik 
Sjoberg, were signed out of Sweden to join Winnipeg. 

“Growing up, I never thought hockey would feed me,” Hedberg says. “Up 
to then, I might have made $10,000 in total playing hockey and I was on 
the national team. Players in Sweden were not professional, except for a 
few exceptions. They practiced in the evening so people could go to their 
day jobs and then play hockey at night. Now, the WHA comes along and 
you’re thinking, ‘I don’t have to go to work every day. I can be a 
professional hockey player.’ It changed everything.” 

For Pleau, the chance to play for New England met two important goals. 
One, he was suddenly earning a lot more money. Two, he finally got a 
chance to play regularly. 

“In Montreal, I was a bench warmer,” Pleau says. “Me and Pierre 
Bouchard, we’d sit on the bench and we called ourselves The 
Separators. Why? Because when the forwards came back in, I separated 
the forwards from the D and when the D came in and changed, Bouchard 
separated the D from the forwards. We sat in the middle and never 
played.” 

Salaries weren’t the only thing changing. The Philadelphia Flyers won 
back-to-back Stanley Cup championships in 1974 and 1975 with a 
playing-on-the-edge style that earned them the nickname the Broad 
Street Bullies. 

Hull was critical of the direction the NHL was taking and with the Jets 
provided the perfect antidote, playing on a line with Nilsson and Hedberg. 
In an era when the game was mostly still played in straight lines, up and 
down the ice, they were pioneers of a less rigid style. But when Hull, 
Nilsson and Hedberg first started to weave and crisscross, it was 
considered a revolutionary step. 

 “One of the most wonderful moments of my hockey life came the first 
time we were on the ice together,” Hedberg says. “We had been told we 
were going to try and play with Bobby. We weren’t sure if it was going to 
work. I had played center and left wing my entire life.  

“The first practice, Bobby said, ‘Kid, get over on the right side.’ It clicked. 
The first practice, I don’t think we missed one line rush without scoring a 
goal. The antennae were up. Sometimes, it feels right, when three guys 
click. There were no cellphones in those days, but Bobby ran home and 
called Gerry Wilson, who actually brought us over, and said, ‘This is 
going to be unbelievable. This is going to work.’” 
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Rogers believes the line of Nilsson-Hedberg-Hull wasn’t just dominant in 
the WHA but might have been the best line in all of hockey. 

“But people didn’t see it that way,” Rogers says. “They thought, ‘It’s just 
the WHA’ and ‘Bobby’s getting on in years.’ But the numbers they put up 
and the way they dominated games, was special.” 

And in Garrett’s mind, the WHA Jets eventually became the model for the 
NHL Oilers and the dynasty that Glen Sather built, which produced five 
Stanley Cup championships in a seven-year span from 1984 to 1990. 

“I think that’s where Glen Sather got the idea to play Paul Coffey with 
Gretzky all the time and he’s going to be like a fourth forward,” Garrett 
says. “Because that’s what Winnipeg did with Nilsson, Hull and Hedberg, 
they had Lars-Erik Sjoberg with them. We used to call it the Winnipeg 
weave because there was absolutely no dump-and-chase. They’d just 
circle around and pass and pass and pass and then enter the zone in 
control. 

“We played them in the playoffs one year when I was in Birmingham. 
That was the year they won the Avco Cup and only lost one game in the 
playoffs. And they lost it to us. I was so proud of that win because that 
Winnipeg team could have competed in the NHL right then and there.” 

But as beautiful as the Jets could be, memorable brawls were part of the 
WHA’s enduring legacy, too. Many of those brawls involved the 
Minnesota Fighting Saints, who lived up to the promise of their nickname. 
Eventually, Minnesota became home to some of the key figures from the 
beloved hockey movie “Slap Shot.” 

“One year, we were playing the Minnesota Fight Saints in a playoff game 
and there was a brawl and it must have lasted 40 minutes,” Pleau says. 
“It started with Billy Butters and I in the penalty box and a fight broke out. 
I jumped out of the penalty box to go out and help and everybody came 
off the benches. Billy suckered me on the way out to the fight and it went 
crazy.” 

Minnesota’s Curt Brackenbury, Bill Butters and Steve Carlson were 
known as the BBC line, and there was no question how they 
communicated — with their fists. Jeff and Steve Carlson, along with Dave 
Hanson, were all featured in “Slap Shot” and eventually all three Carlson 
brothers, plus Hanson, played in the WHA. 

“We had a tough team in Minnesota and they were a very skilled team in 
New England, but they had Nick Fotiu so they had their own toughness 
too,” Garrett says. “Glen Sonmor was our GM and Harry Neale was our 
coach. They took our tough guys and had a little meeting. You know how 
nowadays they have the power-play meetings and the penalty-killing 
meetings? Well, we had none of that stuff back then — but we had the 
tough-guy meetings. 

“The brawl starts and Al Smith was the Whalers’ goalie and I’m trying to 
keep him from getting into the brawls, but he’s 220 pounds, way bigger 
than me. I’m just hanging on for dear life and he’s saying, ‘Cheech, I 
don’t want to fight you, but I’m going to get in there.’ He’s dragging me all 
over the ice. By this time, I’m so tired, I had to go off and puke.” 

Then, according to Pleau, after the game both teams ended up on the 
same charter flight back to Minnesota to play the next night.  

“The game is over and we get to the airport first,” Garrett says. “So we’re 
on the plane and we see them walk on and they are all just beat to shit. I 
mean, black eyes, stitches. Our guys are kinda chuckling to themselves 
because we’d beaten the crap out of them.” 

Rogers, who at 5-feet-9, 170 pounds, was considered too small to play in 
the NHL, remembered a similar brawl unfolding once between New 
England and Quebec when everyone on the ice got into a fight. 

“They had five of the toughest guys in the league — and we only had four 
guys who were really tough,” Rogers says. “So, they put all five of their 
tough guys out there and Harry Neale is our coach. I’m on the bench 
when Harry taps me on the shoulder and says, ‘Sorry Mike, but I gotta 
put you out there.’ I turned around and said, ‘Are you nuts?’ He said, 
‘Well, I could put Gordie (Howe) out there, but I’m not going to do that 

and I’m not putting Davey Keon out there either and you’re our other 
centerman, so guess what? You’re going out there.’ 

“I’m opposite a guy named Bob Fitchner. Bob Fitchner wasn’t a goon but 
he was tough. So, we get to the face-off dot and he says, ‘You know 
what’s going to happen here, right? Look, here’s what I’m going to do. 
When the puck drops, I’m gonna grab you and I’m going to ragdoll you. 
I’m not going to punch you, but I’ve got to make it look good. And if you 
want to throw a punch or two at me, go ahead.’ So, the gloves drop and 
everybody’s throwing punches and I’m getting rag-dolled but I’m not 
getting hit at all. I said to him afterward, ‘Bob, thanks so much.’ It was 
one of the nicest things anybody from an opposite team ever did for me.” 

Fiscal solvency wasn’t always the WHA’s strongest suit. Some teams, 
such as New England, met their payroll obligations religiously. But others 
were under-financed and regularly missed payroll. More than half the 
teams that entered the WHA didn’t last — usually, for financial reasons. 

“Our biggest concern was the solvency of the World Hockey 
Association,” says player agent David Schatia. “Would they be around in 
two or three years? Yes, they signed Bobby Hull and teams were putting 
up money left, right and center. But by the same token, the viability of 
them long-term was always a niggling question. And as you know, at the 
end of the day, only a few of the teams made it to the National Hockey 
League. The rest folded.” 

Eventually, the Fighting Saints developed a new, unofficial nickname. 
They became known as the Minnesota Folding Saints because they 
folded up operations twice in one season. 

“That year in Minnesota, we haven’t been paid in about six weeks,” 
Garrett says. “We’re starting a road trip in Cincinnati. So, we meet the 
night before and decide the next morning, if we don’t get our meal money 
we’re not getting on the plane. Wayne Belisle, who is the ‘owner’ of the 
team, he owns a bar and so he goes around and gets money from his 
bar and a few other bars in town and he comes to the airport and says to 
Harry and Glen, ‘OK, I’ve got the meal money.’ And he hands them two 
paper bags. 

“Fran Huck is our player rep — he’d go on to become a lawyer. And we 
said, ‘Fran, should we get on the plane?’ and he said, ‘Yeah, we 
promised. If they have the meal money, we’re getting on the plane.’ So, 
we get on and Harry and Glen have their tray tables out and they’re 
counting out the money, dividing it into 20 little piles. The flight attendant 
sees this and she thinks they’ve knocked off a convenience store or 
something. So they get the pilots to phone ahead and the police come 
and meet our plane in Cincinnati. So now, Harry and Glen have to 
explain what happened and then they hand out our meal money. There 
are ones and fives, some of the money is wet and it smells like beer.” 

The WHA was willing to try anything. Some things worked well — like 
regular-season overtime to break ties, which was eventually adopted by 
the NHL. Some didn’t — like experimenting with blue pucks, and in the 
St. Paul Civic Center, clear boards. 

“For a goalie, the clear boards were an absolute nightmare,” said Garrett. 
“A guy would tee it up from the point and you’d see it until it got above 
the two-inch yellow dasher and then it would be lost in the clear boards.” 

The first WHA game was played in Ottawa in October 1972. For better or 
worse, the league operated until 1979, when four surviving franchises 
(the Edmonton Oilers, Winnipeg Jets, Quebec Nordiques and Hartford 
Whalers) were integrated into the NHL in what was officially deemed an 
“expansion.” Nowadays, only one remains in its original city.  

“To me, it was a great league and it really opened up the sport of 
hockey,” Pleau says. “If you look back at the number of players who went 
to the WHA and are still a part of the NHL today — in management — I 
don’t think the NHL would be the same league today if it wasn’t for the 
WHA. Somewhere along the way, there has to be something that 
happens to a league like the NHL that pushes it to do other things. I think 
the WHA did just that.”  
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Eric Duhatschek is a senior hockey writer for The Athletic. He spent 17 
years as a columnist for The Globe and Mail and 20 years covering the 
Calgary Flames and the NHL for the Calgary Herald. In 2001, he won the 
Elmer Ferguson Award, given by the Hockey Hall of Fame for 
distinguished hockey journalism, and previously served on the Hockey 
Hall of Fame selection committee. Follow Eric on Twitter @eduhatschek. 
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Will Ukraine change sports' overseas ties? 

 

Daniel Kaplan 18/03/2022 

 

At a conference of sports executives in Beverly Hills two days before the 
Super Bowl, WWE’s chief brand officer Stephanie McMahon gushed how 
its women performers were embraced in Saudi Arabia. 

In remarks greeted with audience applause and praise from the 
moderator, McMahon said, “And that has led to now to about five 
matches in Saudi Arabia, where the (audience) chant is simply ‘This is 
awesome.’ And today, in advance of our premium live event in Saudi 
Arabia this Saturday, there are billboards featuring Becky Lynch and Lita 
all over Saudi Arabia in Jeddah, and Riyadh for the first time, featuring 
our women right now.” 

She was not asked, nor did she offer, any comments about operating in 
the authoritarian country, whose leader is widely accused of 
orchestrating the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, while the nation 
is engaged in a war in neighboring Yemen. (WWE did not reply for 
comment.) 

And this is not to pick on WWE, which is rightly proud of challenging 
gender norms in the deeply conservative Muslim country; human rights 
have long been a blind spot across sports. There are so many examples, 
whether the Olympics in China, this fall’s World Cup in Qatar, Lebron 
James’ China-obsequious “wasn’t educated” comments about supporters 
of democracy protestors in Hong Kong, or Phil Mickelson’s embrace of a 
prospective golf tour fueled by Saudi money. There is even a word for 
when authoritarian regimes use sports to polish their image and spread 
influence: sportswashing. 

Houston Rockets fans hold up signs in support of then-general manager 
Daryl Morey during a game in 2019 after Morey took heat for tweeting in 
support of pro-democracy protests taking place in Hong Kong. (Erik 
Williams / USA Today) 

The cultural reaction to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, however, could 
offer the opportunity to reorder this paradigm. Sport after sport has pulled 
out of Russia, banned their athletes (not tennis and the NHL), and 
denounced the country. Russia is not a major overseas market for 
American sports, so it is easier for a league like the NBA to cease doing 
business there than it would be in China. 

But as the 2021 police killing of George Floyd crystalized sports leagues’ 
pivot from shunning social issues and politics to a recognition they could 
no longer pretend the real world did not intrude, so could Ukraine push 
sports to more fully consider human rights in where it chooses to market 
and operate. 

“There’s something much, much, much more fundamental about all of 
this, which is about how does sport fit in this much broader network of 
geopolitical risks and international relations and economic interests,” said 
Professor Simon Chadwick, director of the Centre for the Eurasian Sport 
Industry at business school emlyon in Paris. 

So more than just a moral issue, Chadwick is saying, sports like any 
government needs to assess global risk. The Super Bowl champion L.A. 

Rams operate in China. Is that a risk to their brand? The wave of 
businesses fleeing Russia risks not just their physical assets in the 
country, but the intangibility of their brand if they were to stay. 

“I hope that what we’re now going through prompts a much bigger and 
more thought-provoking debate,” Chadwick said. “And that we actually 
get some really constructive and tangible outcomes about how we 
organize sport, how we govern sport moving on from here.” 

Sports have taken stands in the past. The best example is the global 
divestment movement in the 1970s and 1980s against South Africa, 
which had an apartheid system that severely discriminated against its 
majority Black population. 

Most sports shunned the country, the nation was barred from the 
Olympics from 1964 to 1988, and the social isolation helped bring down 
the racist regime in the country. Another example is in 1980 when 
several western countries, including the U.S., boycotted the Moscow 
Olympics over the Soviet Union’s Afghanistan invasion (the Soviets 
would engage in a tit-for-tat boycott of the 1984 L.A. Olympics). 

But with the advent of big money in sports and globalization, western 
sports leagues, groups and athletes have done business with 
authoritarian countries without, in Professor Chadwick’s phrase, 
considering the geopolitical risk. European soccer is infused with 
Russian, Chinese and Middle Eastern money, while leagues like the 
NBA, NHL, and the NFL do business in China, which the U.S. State 
Department accused of genocide of Uyghurs and other mostly Muslim 
groups in a western province (China denies the charge). When in 
December the NFL announced which teams would be able to market in 
overseas markets, the global map included Taiwan as a part of China. 

The three leagues did not reply for comment. 

“There are so many, so many issues that we see in sport, between 
human trafficking and, indentured servitude, if you will, for you know, 
surrounding the World Cup,” said Professor Brianna Newland, academic 
director for the Tisch Institute for Global Sport at New York University. 
“It’s interesting that it’s taken this moment when we’ve seen atrocities 
happening across our big events and other countries. And so I hope that 
it is a watershed moment where we put our foot down and say, ‘You 
know, these are things that aren’t right, and therefore, we’re going to take 
our business elsewhere.’ But there’s a huge economy at play in a lot of 
these countries, and so it’s, it’s deeper than just that social piece.” 

Even the Hologic WTA Tour, which was lauded for its decision last year 
to suspend tournaments in China after tennis player Peng Shuai accused 
a government official of sexual assault and soon after went silent (she 
has made stage-managed appearances since), still has a substantial 
business in China. According to the WTA’s tax return, the tour has 
multiple business units in China representing millions of dollars in assets. 

“Twelve staff across the three offices,” a Tour spokeswoman wrote in 
response to questions about the WTA’s presence in China. “No plans to 
change at this point. Each has an office; whether WTA only or Shared 
Space.” 

Tennis is one of the few sports not to ban Russian and Belarussian 
players, taking the position these athletes did nothing wrong (they are not 
identified by their country through tour promotions and at tournaments). 
This has caused anger from some Ukrainian tennis players, who argue 
Russia should be totally isolated. 

Ukrainian flags are displayed during Ukraine’s national anthem 
performed by Stephania Romaniuk prior to a game between the Calgary 
Flames and the Edmonton Oilers at Scotiabank Saddledome. (Sergei 
Belski / USA Today) 

Bruce Berglund, a Russian historian, agrees, arguing sports need to stop 
thinking of each athlete individually and look at the larger picture of the 
role games play in society. He takes to task the NHL for its policy of 
allowing Russians to continue to skate. Whether it’s the Washington 
Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin or the ATP’s No. 1-ranked Daniil Medvedev, they 
should be barred, he said. 
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“Sports fans in Russia are not following a club, they’re not following a 
team, they’re following individual athletes so when you look at sports 
sites in Russia, they’re keeping track of how you know whether it’s a 
Russian tennis player or a player like Ovechkin, how they’re doing game 
to game,” Berglund said. “And so the pride in Russian success is not 
pride in the Washington Capitals. It’s in Ovechkin as a representative of 
Russia.” 

By allowing Russians to compete, sports organizations are “essentially 
creating a gap in the strategy of isolating Russia internationally,” 
Berglund said. “And they’re also, you could say, a source of pride for 
Russians to see that their athletes are winning abroad. I’ve been reading 
Russian sports sites, and when Ovechkin scores goals, you read it in the 
readers’ comments about how, ‘Yep, you know, this is our guy, he’s a 
good Russian guy playing hockey.’ And their hope is that he gets the 
goal record in the NHL. And that will be a victory for Russia.” 

The reticence of leagues to talk about their emerging geopolitical 
strategies points to the delicate balancing act they undertake seeking 
profit far from home. As social media and other outlets have brought 
stark Images of the Ukraine war home and helped spark the western 
business exodus from Russia, and the shedding by western sports of 
Russian brands, inevitably sports need to question what’s next? 

The list of U.S. and European sports enmeshed in totalitarian countries is 
long. As hashtag campaigns and consumer pressure heightens, sports 
need to ask if they are already in the next Russia. 

“Sport has a long track record of not changing, unless it’s really, really 
forced to do so kicking and screaming,” Chadwick said. “So maybe, 
maybe it will change. But … the west are rational economic thinkers, we 
tend to think less about politics and more about financial return. And so in 
the fullness of time, in six months, or a year or two years, or three years 
or five years, who knows, we could again see UEFA taking money for a 
Champions League sponsorship from Gazprom. We could see Chelsea, 
under the new ownership of someone we might call a Russian oligarch, 
so I wouldn’t discount those possibilities. But I think, though, that what I 
would hope is, is that what all sports in the west have realized is that we 
are now in the 21st century.” 

Daniel Kaplan spent 21 years at SportsBusiness Journal, helping create 
before the magazine even launched the leading industry publication for 
sports business news. He left in May 2019 to join The Athletic's sports 
business vertical. Follow Daniel on Twitter @KaplanSportsBiz. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In Jarnkrok's Flames debut, Markstrom steals spotlight in 
more ways than one 

 

The most entertaining moment of an otherwise bland affair came minutes 
after a surprising 1-0 overtime loss to bottom-feeding Buffalo. 

While Darryl Sutter wasn’t thrilled with his club being blanked for the 
second time in three outings, the Flames coach’s biggest beef revolved 
around how long it took to get stitches for Erik Gudbranson.   

“I could have done it in five minutes,” said the Jolly Rancher. “I sew 
horses and cows in ten minutes.” 

Despite overtime mistake, Markstrom steals point in Flames' loss to 
Sabres 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:56 

It’s an appropriate segue for a horse crap game that saw the hosts lose 
on the most unfortunate of gaffes. 

On a night in which the spotlight was supposed to be on Calle Jarnkrok, 
the debut of the Flames’ latest addition was overshadowed by his 
childhood bestie, Jacob Markstrom. 

Clearly the game’s first star with a series of his 33 saves getting the 
Flames into a scoreless overtime opportunity, Markstrom got a tad 
overzealous in the extra frame. 

Less than two minutes away from tying Miikka Kiprusoff’s franchise 
record of ten shutouts in a season, the towering netminder charged out to 
the hash marks to play a loose puck heading his way. Fanning on his 
attempt to fire the puck up ice to a waiting teammate, the puck was 
immediately corralled by Tage Thompson who put the puck into the 
empty net. 

“It’s tough to watch,” said Mikael Backlund. “Marky played really well for 
us tonight. Kept us in the game multiple times. It wasn’t good enough 
from us but Marky was our best player. It’s an unfortunate break there.” 

Thompson scores OT winner in empty net after Markstrom whiffs on puck 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:41 

To be clear, the netminder who has just one regulation loss in his last 18 
outings did not cost the Flames the win. 

He stole them the point. 

“It’s a good point – that might be the point that gets you into the playoffs,” 
said Sutter, emphasizing just how much harder his players should expect 
it to be to score as the schedule winds down and the games get more 
important and intense. "He made some saves in the second where we 
gave up the middle of the ice four or five times. 

"He probably got us to OT. You could win that game 1-0 easily too. 
Missed chances. That’s the way it works in March. Same game we 
played in Colorado (a 3-0 loss on Sunday). Gotta score a big goal.” 

Jarnkrok’s debut saw him centre a line between Tyler Toffoli and Andrew 
Mangiapane, where he was noticeable largely for finishing three checks. 

However, with seven minutes left in the second period, Mangiapane 
made a no-look pass to a wide-open Jarnkrok on the right side of Dustin 
Tokarski. The netminder dove across the net in desperation, somehow 
finding a way to get his glove on Jarnkrok’s one-timer. 

Gotta See It: Tokarski denies Jarnkrok with incredible diving glove save 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:48 

Sutter said his plan was to ease him in with five-on-five play, but clearly 
gained confidence in him enough to use him in overtime as part of his 12-
minutes of ice time. 

“He got better as the game went on,” said Sutter, whose club sent a 
season-low 24 shots at Buffalo’s net. “I think the first period he was kind 
of watching a little bit, but after that I thought he was really good.” 

Not quite as good as his cousin, Elias Lindholm, and Markstrom have 
pumped up their bestie the last two days. 

“His cousin and the goalie hit me over the head about it,” chuckled Sutter 
Friday morning, when asked about whether he sought out intel on the 
newcomer. “I told Lindy, ‘be careful, if you think he’s that good he’ll take 
your ice time.’ You can value a guy right out of your role.” 

The hits just keep on coming with Darryl’s daily quote. 
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His frustration over what he called “knitting” revolved around Gudbranson 
missing the first 10 minutes of the second period to have his face stitched 
up. 

The Flames' eighth overtime loss of the season would be of more 
concern if the NHL played three-on-three in the playoffs. 

Either way, the coach will have less than 24 hours to decide if he’ll give 
Markstrom a chance to play against his former club in Vancouver 
Saturday night. 

You can bet Markstrom, who stormed off the ice and smashed his stick 
on the bench following his hiccup, is making his pitch to get back in there. 
Immediately. 

“He knows he stopped three or four breakaways there, so he was the 
reason we got into overtime there,” said Trevor Lewis. “He kept us in the 
game. Give him a tap on the pad. He’s a competitor, so we know he’ll be 
coming back strong.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Holland may be strapped, but the Oilers’ need for a trade 
lessens every game 

 

EDMONTON — Ken Holland has cleared as much room as he can, 
sending down the fringe guys and opening up as much cap space and 
contract room as a cap-strapped GM buried who is deep into LTIR could 
possibly muster.  

Even so, he has the wiggle room of a fat guy in a manhole, unable to 
make any kind of a serious splash without sending money back the other 
way. 

That’s the bad news. 

The good news is, the need for the deal lessens every game you watch 
his team play. They are finding themselves, these Oilers, having just re-
introduced Tyson Barrie and Jesse Puljujarvi to its lineup. The injured 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins — better than any deadline addition Holland could 
possibly afford — is maybe a week away. 

Evander Kane, acquired for nothing nearly two months pre-Deadline, has 
been a home run. Mikko Koskinen has found enough game to get the 
Oilers to a place where Mike Smith may even have found his.  

Holland’s best two players are one-two in the NHL scoring race, and how 
about this: Connor McDavid (53.8 per cent) actually has a better faceoff 
percentage than Leon Draisaitl (53.5 per cent), a stat we have not been 
able to report since the two became teammates.  

The Oilers have won four in a row with a chance to make it five on 
Saturday afternoon against New Jersey. They look like a proper team — 
one that can play the patient, low-event game required to win games 
after Monday’s Trade Deadline.  

“There’s a better understanding where guys are gonna be on the ice, and 
the adjustments that we’ve made have paid dividends at this point,” said 
defenceman Darnell Nurse. “For us, it’s good to have the games that 
we’ve had so far. We want to finish (the homestand) off the right way.”  

The coaching shift to Jay Woodcroft and assistant Dave Manson, made 
by necessity, has proven brilliant. Edmonton’s best players have 
responded by playing their best defensive game, like they’ve finally 
figured out that — with the offensive talent this lineup is blessed with — 
any game where a minimum of offensive chances are contested should 
favour the Oilers.  

Nurse is plus-6 on this four-game homestand, with wins over 
Washington, Tampa, Detroit and Buffalo. He has averaged 24 minutes 

per night, but been on for just two even-strength goals against in the four 
games.  

Edmonton’s best players are playing like, as the cliché goes, its best 
players. And the Oilers have climbed right into the Pacific playoff race 
without many of their best players in the lineup.  

“We haven’t had really a full lineup for months now,” Nurse said. “It 
always feels like there are two or three guys out. So to be starting to get 
healthy, knock on wood, and putting the roster together…  

“We have lot of really good hockey players — players who know how to 
play the game the right way. So it will be fun to have a full lineup and be 
able to see what we can do.”  

This is the recurring theme in Edmonton — from inside and out of the 
city.  

There are good players here. So why isn’t the team better?  

The chemistry project has never seemingly found its formula, with either 
the goaltending going wonky, the defence too thin, or a lack of support 
for McDavid and Draisaitl. Today, this might not be a lineup you would 
characterize as a Stanley Cup contender, but with players like Kane, 
Zach Hyman, Duncan Keith and Cody Ceci all doing exactly what they 
were brought in to do — and the superstars maturing into players who 
don’t give up half as much as they create — there should be a team 
here.  

One that can win Round 1 and take it from there.  

“I think we have good players, (and) a belief system in the way we have 
to play in order to have success,” said Woodcroft. “We’ve seen a lot of 
really good hockey on this most recent homestand, but we know that it’s 
not about what we did yesterday. It’s not about last week. It’s about what 
we do today.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Holland will find this team a depth defenceman. Someone who can kill a 
penalty, block a shot and keep his own end clean. 

The goal here has to be to limit the chances against, thereby protecting 
fairly average goaltending and telling the opposition, “We’ll split 10 
scoring chances with you, and we’ll get to three goals with our shooters 
while yours will only score two.”  

They’ve been trending that way since Woodcroft took over. Now, his 
team has a quarter of a season to perfect that style.  

“We have 21 games left,” Nurse said. “These are moments in the season 
where you play against teams, everyone knows what’s coming. You’ve 
got to contribute throughout the lineup.”  

And that doesn’t mean a bunch of guys all trying to hit the scoresheet – 
the way it always used to be around here.  

“It’s not just points,” Nurse said. “Guys are checking hard, blocking shots, 
winning their battles. You have to bring that to a whole other level at this 
time of the year. The points are fun and all, but the way that the guys are 
battling and checking has also been great.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Trade Deadline Preview: Will Boeser stay, or will 
he go? 

In today's Sportsnet's Canucks Roundup presented by PlayNow Sports, 
Satiar Shah recaps a two game week, where the Canucks doubled up 
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the Devils 6-3, but couldn't find the back of the net against the Wings, 
losing 1-0 in Elias Pettersson's return. 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

The Vancouver Canucks have led the NHL this season in one important 
category: trade speculation. 

After wholesale changes in December, new president Jim Rutherford and 
general manager Patrik Allvin made it clear the team needs improving 
and requires some salary-cap flexibility to achieve this. Allvin also told 
Sportsnet the Canucks are in no position to let potential unrestricted free 
agents leave for nothing, a recurring organizational failure under the 
previous regime. No wonder there has been so much breathless 
conjecture the last three months about “Trader” Jim and the looming 
roster upheaval on the Canucks. 

But Rutherford also predicted when he was hired that the Canucks might 
already be better than people realize, and under new coach Bruce 
Boudreau have gone 22-10-5 since Dec. 5. During that span, they’re a 
top-10 team in the NHL, climbing back into the playoff race in the 
Western Conference. 

There are only three regulars headed towards unrestricted free agency -- 
key penalty-killer and energy forward Tyler Motte, backup goalie Jaroslav 
Halak and depth forward Alex Chiasson – and most of the big decisions 
facing management are better dealt with in the off-season. 

The fireworks many predicted for this trade deadline in Vancouver are 
unlikely to occur. And one thing that almost certainly won’t be happening 
is a trade of J.T. Miller. A month ago, he was at the epicentre of all the 
trade speculation. And in the last 16 games, as of Friday, the 29-year-old 
with another season under contract at a bargain $5.25-million had led the 
league in scoring with 29 points. The Canucks want to keep their best 
skater and emotional leader, and at least take this summer to find out 
what that would entail. 

The Canucks’ needs haven’t changed since the start of the season, 
despite two management regimes and the impressive spike in 
performance under Boudreau: more speed, better quality and mobility at 
the bottom of the defence, and organizational needs for more depth at 
centre and a deeper pool of prospects. 

Allvin has said the club will target college and European leagues for the 
latter. But to improve the defence, the team needs cap flexibility, either 
by finding a way to move off a couple of inefficient contracts or, more 
likely, trading an expensive core piece. 

POTENTIAL TARGETS 

Ty Smith 

The 2018 first-round pick has gone backwards in his second season with 
the New Jersey Devils. Pushed down the lineup by the acquisitions of 
Dougie Hamilton and Ryan Graves, Smith’s average TOI has dropped 
nearly three minutes to 17:15, and his even-strength goals-against-per-
60 has ballooned to 3.9 from 3.1. Smith can be had, and the mobile, 
puck-moving defenceman who is still just 21 years old checks a lot of 
boxes for the Canucks. He may cost less than people think, but it will still 
take a significant “hockey trade” to get him. 

John Marino 

The 24-year-old Pittsburgh Penguin was a favourite of Rutherford and 
Allvin, but may not be as popular with the new regime there, especially 
since the Penguins are at a salary-cap crossroads with a handful key 
players headed towards unrestricted free agency. 

Shortly before leaving Pittsburgh, Rutherford signed Marino to a six-year, 
$26.4-million contract as a second-pairing defenceman who can skate, 
pass and match up against top forwards. Marino could help the Canucks’ 

right side and partner Quinn Hughes for years. But this would be a big, 
risky, complicated trade. 

Draft capital 

Minus their second-round pick this spring due to last summer’s 
blockbuster acquisition of Conor Garland and Oliver Ekman-Larsson from 
Arizona, the Canucks are looking for additional picks to help rebuild a 
prospects list that has thinned dramatically the last few years. Beyond 
minor-league defenceman Jack Rathbone, whose sophomore season as 
a pro has been slowed by injuries, the Canucks are out of top-grade 
prospects. 

ASSETS TO TRADE 

Tyler Motte 

The 27-year-old has been a staple of Canucks penalty killing and bottom-
six checking for the last four seasons. He is one of the fastest and most 
consistently physical players on Vancouver, and would be an ideal rental 
for a lot of good teams looking to bolster depth, grit and special teams for 
a playoff run. 

With Motte on an expiring contract at a salary of $1.25 million, the 
Canucks would prefer to keep him but are not in a cap position to offer 
him more than a modest wage increase. But, given where they are in the 
playoff race, nor is the team likely to just give him away. Motte remains 
the most likely Canuck to be traded by the deadline, but it will take a solid 
asset to get him. 

Jaroslav Halak 

The Canucks are eager to shed a bonus overage of $1.25 million – 
counted against the cap next season when the goalie will be elsewhere – 
for the 36-year-old with 551 games on his NHL resume. 

After initial reports that Halak was firm about not waiving his no-
movement clause, it is believed he would accept a trade that allows him 
to play and audition for his next contract. But the bonus due after the 
season is as unappealing to other teams as it is the Canucks, and 
Halak’s trade value has been further deflated by infrequent use and an 
atrocious February (.649 save rate in three games). 

Brock Boeser 

The Canucks’ top right winger has lived on lists like this for the last two 
years mostly because there are only so many players a team can afford 
to pay as stars and Boeser is never going to rank ahead of Hughes, Elias 
Pettersson, Thatcher Demko or Bo Horvat and, now, Miller. 

The $7.5-million qualifying offer Boeser is due as a restricted free agent 
is a non-starter for the Canucks, who would rather negotiate a longer-
term deal at something significantly less than that figure. But Boeser 
holds the hammer, and the team may decide to create its cap flexibility 
by moving on from the former Calder Trophy runner-up. Any trade, 
however, is far more likely to happen this summer than by Monday’s 
deadline. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Trade deadline buyers, sellers and 
in-between edition 

 

Emily Sadler March 17, 2022, 12:20 PM 

 

One of the biggest days on the hockey calendar is almost upon us, and 
the deals are rolling in ahead of Monday’s trade deadline. 
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Contenders such as Colorado, Florida and Calgary have already started 
to stock up, while plenty more big names remain on the block. 

So, who else is buying? Who’s selling? And who’s stuck in the in 
between? That’s our focus of this week’s NHL Power Rankings: Buyers, 
sellers and in-between edition. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (43-13-5) 

Buyers: Colorado is tougher to play against today than they were at the 
beginning of the week before trading for tough defenceman Josh Manson 
from Anaheim on Monday and depth forward Nico Sturm out of 
Minnesota Tuesday. And that’s saying something, considering they’ve 
been one of the best teams in the league all season – just ask Flames 
coach Darryl Sutter. How they approach more deadline deals depends 
on the status of captain Gabriel Landeskog, and whether he’ll stay on 
LTIR long enough to open up cap space. 

2. Florida Panthers (41-13-6) 

Buyers: Name a known deadline trade chip, and the Panthers have been 
rumoured to be interested. Fresh off landing Montreal defenceman Ben 
Chiarot, the Claude Giroux watch continues. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (41-13-5) 

Buyers: The Hurricanes are all in to win, and while they’re sellers in 
theory it’s unclear if this cap-strapped club will be able to maneuver much 
ahead of deadline day. Any big deals will have to be money-in, money-
out transactions, and without their 2022 first-round pick to sweeten any 
deals, that seems unlikely. Still, it wouldn’t be surprising if they get 
creative with a smaller swing at a depth defenceman. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (39-15-6) 

Buyers: Considering how tight Tampa Bay is to the cap, it’s tough to see 
them making a big swing in their quest for a three-peat. Of course, that 
hasn’t stopped them in years past. A little depth on defence, as they’ve 
been known to seek, seems like the most likely outcome if a deal does 
get done. 

5. Calgary Flames (37-16-7) 

Buyers: The Flames already made their big move up front with the 
acquisition of Tyler Toffoli from the Canadiens, and brought in depth with 
the addition of Seattle’s Calle Jarnkrok Wednesday night. But are they 
done? 

Breaking down the Panthers' and Flames' trades for Chiarot and 
Jarnkrok 

Current Time 0:00 
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6. Toronto Maple Leafs (38-17-5) 

Buyers: What started as a casual question – “Should the Maple Leafs 
target a goalie?” – is now a statement, tinged with panic: “The Maple 
Leafs should target a goalie!” GM Kyle Dubas made it clear just a few 
weeks ago he was prioritizing a defender ... will he stick to his word and 
hope that shoring up the blue line will also shore up the confidence in the 
blue paint? 

7. New York Rangers (38-17-5) 

Buyers: With a strong young core, a red-hot goalie and that all-too-rare 
gift of salary cap space, New York is primed to make a splash at the 
deadline. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins (36-16-9) 

Buyers: GM Ron Hextall is low on prospects and keen to keep the club’s 
2022 first-rounder – a change of pace for the Penguins – but every year 

with Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang is a contending year. 
Can Hextall strike a balance? 

9. Boston Bruins (37-19-5) 

Buyers: If this is, in fact, Patrice Bergeron’s final season, the Bruins want 
to surround him with the missing pieces to succeed ... but also need to 
conduct their business with the future in mind. As a result, big-name 
rentals may not make a tonne of sense. Players with a little term – like, 
say, Coyotes defenceman Jakob Chychrun – will be extremely enticing at 
the right price. 

10. St. Louis Blues (34-17-8) 

Buyers: After standing pat at last year’s deadline, the Blues have 
reportedly shown interest in several rentals this season – particularly on 
defence, where they could use an upgrade. Elliotte Friedman has also 
suggested they shouldn’t be counted out of the Claude Giroux 
sweepstakes. 

11. Minnesota Wild (35-20-4) 

Buyers: A string of losses of late shows us a team in need of a jolt ... and 
a depth forward or two. With a cap crunch coming, a rental makes the 
most sense. 

12. Washington Capitals (33-18-10) 

Buyers: Getting help in net is priority No. 1 if the club is to capitalize on 
its winning core, but the fact that Washington’s perfect fit – former 
Penguin Marc-Andre Fleury – is also its long-time playoff foe probably 
doesn’t do them any favours when it comes to the star netminder giving 
his blessing should trade talks progress with Chicago.   

13. Los Angeles Kings (33-21-8) 

In between: After sprinting out of their rebuild, the Kings are unexpected 
contenders – and while that makes them buyers, this doesn’t look like a 
team ready to pay a hefty price for rentals at this point. It’s worth 
wondering if they make a depth move now and save the big swings for 
the off-season. 

14. Nashville Predators (35-21-4) 

In between: The biggest story in Nashville remains centred around Filip 
Forsberg. If the club can re-sign him, does GM David Poile also bring in a 
rental for a run? Or does Forsberg end up being the rental? 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (32-26-4) 

Buyers: A bout of bad injury luck and a string of struggles in the wake of 
Jack Eichel’s arrival into the lineup has the powerful Golden Knights 
looking at risk of falling out of the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history. This isn’t a team known for making minor moves, though, so 
despite an extremely tight and uncertain cap situation, would anyone 
really be surprised by a blockbuster? 

16. Dallas Stars (32-23-3) 

In between: The Stars have been one of the toughest teams to figure out 
because of how quickly things keep changing. For the first half of the 
season, it looked like defenceman John Klingberg could be a major trade 
chip, but Dallas’ position in the standings and Miro Heiskanen’s recent 
mononucleosis diagnosis means they can’t afford to lose another pillar of 
their blue line. Klingberg would be best utilized as an in-house rental. A 
similar situation is unfolding in the crease, too – with Anton Khudobin 
now sidelined for the rest of the year after hip surgery, the Stars can’t 
trade him or fellow netminder Braden Holtby away if they have any hopes 
of sneaking into the playoffs. 

17. Edmonton Oilers (33-23-4) 

Buyers: Defence and goaltending are the only way forward here. 
Considering the cap situation, though, it’s probably defence or 
goaltending. So, which one does GM Ken Holland focus on? 
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Should the Oilers address goaltending or bolster the back end at the 
trade deadline? 
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18. Vancouver Canucks (30-24-7) 

Sellers: We’re about to learn a lot about the direction of this club as its 
new management team begins to make its mark. With contract questions 
around Brock Boeser and reports about an enticing return for a possible 
J.T. Miller deal, how much is Vancouver willing to sell? 

19. Winnipeg Jets (28-23-10) 

In between: Stuck in the messy middle of the standings, the Jets are in 
unfamiliar territory. Rest might be their best bet in favour of coming back 
stronger next season. 

20. Anaheim Ducks (27-25-11) 

Sellers: Since coming back down to earth after flying (together) out of the 
gates to start the season, the Ducks’ deadline moves are in motion, with 
the departure of defenceman Josh Manson to Colorado on Monday. Just 
how big a seller Anaheim is, however, remains up in the air. With 
Hampus Lindholm, Rickard Rakell and even Max Comtois potentially 
available, the Ducks are easily one of the most fascinating teams right 
now. If new GM Pat Verbeek decides those three aren’t in Anaheim’s 
future, we’re in for some blockbusters. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets (31-27-3) 

Sellers: With a number of teams staring down uncertain situations in net, 
does Columbus entertain a bidding war for Joonas Korpisalo? 

22. San Jose Sharks (26-25-8) 

In between: The focus in San Jose has been on re-signing pending UFA 
Tomas Hertl, and they officially got their guy on Wednesday (much to the 
chagrin of all the contenders wanting to scoop him up). 

    EIGHT MORE YEARS OF FUN  

23. Detroit Red Wings (24-29-7) 

Sellers: No longer a fire sale as Detroit looks to emerge from its rebuild, 
the Red Wings could have a relatively quiet deadline. (Wait, has Steve 
Yzerman ever had a quiet deadline?) Yzerman was part of last season’s 
most out-of-the-blue deadline deal involving Anthony Mantha heading to 
Washington, so ... who knows what he’s up to this year.   

24. New York Islanders (24-24-9) 

Sellers: After a few seasons of surprising everyone who underestimated 
them, the Islanders have once again been one of the most surprising 
teams this year – just not in a good way. But this feels less like a team 
ready to sell off for a fresh start and more like a squad prepared to limit 
its losses and retool for 2022. Surely Zdeno Chara will be on the move, 
but the wild card here is goaltender Semyon Varlamov. He’s got one 
more year on his deal and would be a popular target if made available, 
but what does that mean for the Islanders’ near future? 

25. Buffalo Sabres (20-32-8) 

Sellers: Although this is clearly not the warehouse sale of last spring, the 
Sabres are still firmly in the seller category – perhaps for the final time, if 
this momentum keeps up. Goalie Craig Anderson should control his fate, 
but considering how many teams could use a little insurance in the 
crease, might he be on the move? 

26. Arizona Coyotes (20-36-4) 

Sellers: At a time when pending UFAs are under the rental spotlight, all 
eyes are on defenceman Jakob Chychrun, one of the most intriguing 
players potentially on the move. His $4.6-million AAV for the next three 

seasons ups Arizona’s asking price, and might have teams waiting until 
the off-season for this one. Currently day-to-day with an injury, has the 
23-year-old blue-liner already played his final game in the desert? 

27. New Jersey Devils (22-34-5) 

In between: Bad injury luck has slowed the Devils in what was supposed 
to be a bit of a breakout season. Any moves made should be minor. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers (18-30-11) 

Sellers: Game No. 1,000 for captain Claude Giroux is Thursday night, 
which means all eyes are on the captain starting Friday. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks (22-30-9) 

Sellers: As if contenders needed any more reason to call the Blackhawks 
to ask about Marc-Andre Fleury, Tuesday's incredible, acrobatic, 46-save 
performance against Boston was as stellar an audition as you could ask 
for from the league’s most sought-after rental. Was that his final game at 
home in Chicago? Ultimately, that's for Fleury to decide. 

30. Ottawa Senators (21-34-5) 

Sellers: “I hate to be Debbie Downer, but don’t get too excited,” Dorion 
told reporters last week. “In all my years as GM, this has been the 
quietest.” What does that mean for pending UFAs Nick Paul and Anton 
Forsberg? 

31. Montreal Canadiens (16-36-8) 

Sellers: Montreal isn’t messing around, dealing Tyler Toffoli to Calgary 
last month for a haul of picks and Ben Chiarot to Florida Wednesday 
night for more. All said, Montreal might wind up being the deadline’s 
biggest winners considering the return. 

32. Seattle Kraken (18-38-6) 

Sellers: The first trade deadline in Kraken franchise history promises to 
be a busy one – and it’s already underway, with the departure of Calle 
Jarnkrok to Calgary. Mark Giordano will be moved, but what about all 
that cap space? Seattle’s in a unique position to stock up on assets in 
exchange for helping clubs out of their cap constraints, and that space 
could be the club’s best trade chip of all. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews disappointed by suspension: ‘Two 
games was a lot’ 

Matthews accepted the punishment but was disappointed by suspension 
length 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Auston Matthews does not agree he deserved a two-game 
suspension for cross-checking Buffalo Sabres defenceman Rasmus 
Dahlin in the neck. 

“I was a little bit disappointed. A little bit more than I was expecting,” 
Matthews told reporters Friday, after serving his first NHL suspension. 

“I recognize, as a player, I gotta be in control of my stick. My intent was 
never to catch Dahlin up high. But I did. I made a mistake. I recognize 
that deserves some sort of punishment. I just thought two games was a 
lot.” 

Uncharacteristic of the two-time Lady Byng finalist, Matthews reached a 
boiling point late in Sunday’s 5-2 loss to Buffalo during the Heritage 
Classic. A net-front positional battle with fellow first-overall draft pick 
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Dahlin escalated and culminated with Matthews delivering a forceful 
cross-check directly to Dahlin’s neck. 

Despite Matthews’ squeaky clean record and Dahlin avoiding injury, the 
superstar was dinged for two games and $116,402.50 in salary. 

Matthews had no interest in diving into details of Monday’s hearing with 
the department of player safety. 

“There’s always going to be two opinions,” he said. “I saw it a certain 
way. Obviously, they saw it a different way.” 

Despite serving his two-game suspension this week and missing three 
games at the beginning of the season, the Toronto Maple Leafs’ top 
centre is still on pace to defend his Rocket Richard Trophy with a 61-goal 
campaign. 

Matthews will take a five-goal cushion over Leon Draisaitl and Chris 
Kreider in the goal-scoring race into Nashville on Saturday. 

The star’s teammates were equally frustrated by his ban, but won “two 
really complete games” (Matthews’ words) in his absence, defeating 
Dallas and Carolina at home this week. 

"We're disappointed. We don't want him to miss any games or think he 
should,” said captain John Tavares. “There's no intent from his end. He’s 
just competing hard, and just something unfortunate happened.” 

Notably, the Maple Leafs improved to 27-14-2 all-time without Matthews 
in the lineup. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The team’s MVP spent the week practising and working out with the 
Maple Leafs development staff to stay sharp. 

“I’m happy to be back. It’s been a long week, but I’m happy to be playing 
tomorrow,” Matthews said. “It’s tough. You’re playing every other night, 
then you sit for almost a full week. 

“There’s nothing like playing games and getting in there. I sense there 
will be a little rust.” 

The Maple Leafs will enter Saturday’s game in Nashville one point back 
of the Tampa Bay Lightning for second seed in the Atlantic Division. 
Matthews’ return also marks the club’s final game before Monday’s trade 
deadline. 

“It’s always a weird time. You never know what to expect,” Matthews 
said. “Everyone here is really confident in our group. 

“These challenges make you better off in the long run.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs' Matthews looks to shake off "long week" in return to 
lineup 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practiced at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead 
of their game on Saturday night in Nashville. 

Auston Matthews has been a finalist for the Lady Byng Trophy the last 
two years. The Leafs centre has only been whistled for 33 minor 
penalties in 390 NHL games despite facing tough match-ups and playing 

big minutes. And, before this week, Matthews had never received 
supplemental discipline. So, in his first media availability since receiving 
a two-game suspension for a cross-check to the neck of Buffalo's 
Rasmus Dahlin, Matthews did not hide his displeasure. 

"I was a little bit disappointed," the 24-year-old said. "A bit more than I 
was expecting. I recognize, as a player, I have to be in control of my 
stick. Obviously, my intent was never to catch Dahlin up high, but I did. I 
made a mistake and I recognize I deserve some sort of punishment. I just 
thought that two games was a lot." 

Matthews had a phone hearing with the National Hockey League's 
Department of Player Safety on Monday and learned his fate a few hours 
later. 

"That was my first time ever experiencing one of those things and I don't 
really know what else to say about the whole experience," Matthews 
said. "There's always going to be two opinions or multiple opinions. I saw 
it a certain way and, obviously, they saw it a different way. It is what it is. 
I'm happy to be back. It's been a long week, but I'm excited to be playing 
tomorrow." 

Matthews has only drawn eight penalties this season despite leading the 
league in goals, but insists that's not a source of frustration. 

"I'm pretty composed in general so that stuff doesn't really bother me," 
Matthews said. "I know my job is to go out there and play hockey and I 
can only control so much." 

'More than I was expecting': Matthews disappointed in length of 
suspension 

Auston Matthews admits he was a little disappointed to learn he'd be 
missing two-games for his cross-check on Rasmus Dahlin. He 
understands he was careless and deserves a punishment but felt two-
games was more than he expected. 

Matthews seems more concerned about his rhythm being interrupted. He 
had scored in five straight games (eight goals) before the ban. 

"It's tough," he admitted. "You're playing every other night and then you 
sit for almost a full week. It's been nice being able to skate and work with 
some of the development guys and just kind of keep in good shape, but 
there's nothing like playing in games and getting in there. I sense there'll 
be a little bit of rust." 

Michael Bunting, respectfully, disagrees. 

"He still has it in practice," Bunting said. "He's still pulling off all his 
moves. I'm sure he's going to be fine. Maybe one shift he'll be off, but I 
don't think so. He's going to be right into the groove again." 

Matthews will need to be sharp to get the better of Roman Josi. The 
Predators' captain leads all NHL defencemen with 72 points this season. 

"He's just elite in so many different aspects out there and he drives play 
for that team," said Matthews, who shares an agent with Josi. "He jumps 
into the play. He skates extremely well and his hockey IQ, I find, is next 
level. He's a fun guy to watch and to play against him is never easy." 

--- 

Matthews returned to his regular spot between Bunting and Mitch Marner 
at Friday's practice. John Tavares filled in admirably on the top line in two 
games this week (one goal and two assists), but coach Sheldon Keefe 
always planned to return to the pre-suspension look. 

"That line had been going so well," the coach noted. "I don't think it would 
be fair to Auston, frankly, with the way that he was playing, for him to 
come back and then have things changed on him. The fact that we got a 
look at John in that spot is good and healthy for us. It's maybe something 
we can go to down the line. In this case, with Auston coming back, I think 
it makes sense to go back to what was working for him." 

Keefe believes that the unwanted break may actually help slingshot 
Matthews down the stretch. 
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"There is something to be said for the rest that comes with it and filling 
the tank that way," Keefe said. "He also had some time to work at his 
game, work at his shot, and all of those kinds of things that you don't 
have the time to do when the schedule is like it is. There are some 
benefits to it." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews back in usual spot, but will he be his usual 
self? 

Auston Matthews will return to the Maple Leafs lineup on Saturday after 
serving his two game suspension. Mark Masters has more on why 
Matthews will return to his regular line, after John Tavares found success 
filling in between Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting. 

--- 

The Leafs won both games without Matthews in large part because 
rookie Erik Kallgren played well between the pipes. 

"He doesn't get rattled in there," Matthews observed. "He's a quiet guy, 
but you can see he's got that fiery, competitive nature to him and that 
when he goes in he expects a lot out of himself. He just exudes 
confidence. He doesn't have to tell you or voice that, it just shows when 
he's in the crease." 

Kallgren's strong play has helped stabilize, at least for now, Toronto's 
goaltending situation. Starter Jack Campbell is out with a rib injury and 
had been struggling to regain his All-Star form before getting hurt. Back-
up Petr Mrazek has stumbled badly in his recent starts and owns an ugly 
.884 save percentage. Enter Kallgren, who had never played in the NHL 
before being called up from the American Hockey League last week. 

"It's not easy to just step in and be solid right away, especially in this 
market, with what's been going on the last couple months," Matthews 
said. "So, we just want him to continue doing his thing." 

Kallgren will make a third straight start on Saturday. 

"He plays confidently," said Keefe. "He plays at the top of his crease. He 
is square to pucks. There are times when some rebounds and stuff are 
staying alive, but he is finding ways to get to the next puck. He is seeing 
the puck well through traffic. Those are all signs of a confident goalie who 
is just trusting his instincts, his abilities, and what he has trained all of 
these years for." 

"Positionally, he's just always there and in the right spots," said 
defenceman T.J. Brodie. 

Kallgren has never been to Nashville. This will be his first road game in 
the NHL. But, so far, nothing has fazed the 25-year-old. 

"It's been one of the most eventful weeks of my life," Kallgren said after 
the 3-2 win over Carolina. "A lot going on. It's surreal, but I just try and 
enjoy it." 

Kallgren finally caught up with his parents via FaceTime on Wednesday. 
They are back home in Sweden and recently tested positive for COVID. 

"It was a bit emotional," Kallgren said. "I haven't seen them in eight 
months now. It's been a while. I miss them." 

Kallgren's ability to stay focused amid all these emotional moments has 
been key to his success. After Thursday's game, Keefe said he wasn't 
sure he'd seen Kallgren smile during this remarkable run. 

"I am sure there are some smiles going on there," the coach said with a 
grin on Friday. "I talked to him after the game very briefly last night. He 
was pretty stoic. He is keeping his emotions in check. I am sure — or at 
least I hope — that he is enjoying this. He certainly should be. He and his 
family should be enjoying it. At the same time, there is a professionalism 
and a business-like attitude that is keeping him working. I thought he 
really worked in practice today. He was strong and solid again. That is 
just another step in the process for him to continue to earn the 
confidence of himself and the group. To come back out today in practice 
and battle and keep the puck out of the net again is really good." 

'He’s got that fiery competitive nature': Kallgren will make third straight 
start 

Auston Matthews got to watch as Erik Kallgren lead Toronto to back-to-
back wins and describes the demeanor of the netminder. Sheldon Keefe 
also confirms the Kallgren will start on Saturday against the Predators. 

--- 

Seattle Kraken defenceman Mark Giordano is No. 5 on TSN's latest trade 
bait board and Toronto is a potential destination. Does that raise the 
eyebrows of Brodie? 

"Maybe a little bit, but until anything happens it’s all hearsay." 

Brodie was partnered with Giordano during his time with the Calgary 
Flames. 

"I can't say enough good things about him," Brodie gushed. "He's a great 
guy on and off the ice. Just his dedication and work ethic, he's 
unbelievable." 

General manager Kyle Dubas has said that he's looking to add on 
defence ahead of the deadline. 

Travis Dermott, who may be on his way out if there's a shake up, was not 
available to the media on Friday despite being requested. After sitting out 
the last three games as a healthy scratch, it looks like the left-shot 
defenceman will draw back into the lineup on Saturday. He skated 
alongside Rasmus Sandin on the third pair at practice. 

Saturday will be Toronto's final game before the deadline. 

"It's always a weird time," Matthews said. "You never really know what to 
expect. When it gets down to crunch time, that's when all the trades and 
stuff start to swing around, but that stuff is out of our control. Dubie and 
management and the staff will handle that and we'll see where it goes." 

Entering Friday's games, the Leafs ranked fifth overall in points 
percentage (.680). 

"I think everybody in here is confident in our group and likes our group," 
said Matthews. "Through the ups and downs of the season we've 
bounced back and regrouped well when things haven't been going our 
way or haven't been going well and these challenges make you better off 
in the long run." 

Brodie's eyebrows raised by Giordano-to-Toronto rumours? 'Maybe a 
little bit' 

With trade rumours swirling around every team, one caught the attention 
of T.J. Brodie, the possibility of the Maple Leafs acquiring ex-teammate 
Mark Giordano, did intrigue the Leafs' defenceman. 

--- 

David Kampf and Ondrej Kase missed Friday's practice, but will play in 
Nashville. 

"They're both fine," said Keefe. "We just felt they could both benefit from 
a day [off]. It's not even injury related. It's more just rest." 

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice: 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Robertson - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Engvall - Simmonds 

Clifford - Kerfoot - Spezza 

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Brodie - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott 
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Muzzin* - Liljegren 

Kallgren 

Mrazek 

*Wearing a red no-contact sweater 

Power play units at Friday's practice: 

QB: Rielly 

Flanks: Matthews Marner 

Middle / Net front: Tavares & Nylander rotate 

QB: Sandin 

Flanks: Mikheyev, Spezza 

Middle: Simmonds 

Net front: Bunting 
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TSN.CA / “Pretty chaotic”: Flames talk about human element of Trade 
Deadline Day 

 

Salim Valji 

 

On the morning of April 12, Erik Gudbranson was laying on his couch in 
Ottawa as his six-day-old son Benny napped on his chest. His Senators 
were set to face the Winnipeg Jets later that evening when Gudbranson 
got the call that he was headed to the Nashville Predators. 

“I had to like whisper into Pierre Dorion and David Poile’s ear when they 
called me,” he said. “I didn’t want to wake the kid up…Benny was six 
days old and didn’t even have a passport, so I didn’t see him for a month 
after that. That was difficult.” 

With the trade deadline coming up, fans and media often fixate on stats, 
rumours and trade boards. There is, however, a human element.  

Gudbranson has been traded four times in the past six years. He has 
credited his partner Sarah for her support during those frantic moments 
of packing, loading the moving van, unpacking, and getting settled. 

“I’ve had the easy route,” he said. 

“I jump on a flight, pack a bag, and am playing hockey. She’s the one 
that has to pack the house, find storage lockers, and do all that stuff. 
From our experience, it’s been harder on my wife for sure to uproot 
everything and set up a new home…she’s done a great job with it.” 

Blake Coleman, considered one of the best in-season acquisitions in 
recent memory when he went from New Jersey to Tampa Bay in 2020, is 
in the first of a six-year contract that has no-trade protection. Still, he 
empathizes with players who get stressed out during trade season. 

“I had a crazy deadline experience with my wife being ten days out from 
giving birth,” he said. 

“The first few weeks are typically pretty chaotic, getting set up and 
comfortable and meeting your new team…it can be a process, which is 
why I think teams try and make moves as early as possible now, 
because they want to get guys acclimated to the city and system.” 

The first few weeks often involve either staying with a teammate (newly-
acquired Calle Jarnkrok is crashing with his cousin, Elias Lindholm) or at 
a hotel, before figuring out more extended-stay living options. 

“My trade to Nashville, I went straight to a hotel,” Gudbranson said. 

“I was with a bunch of guys who were just called up. They were my rides. 
They were awesome. I was with Tanner Jeanot.” 

Are there ever awkward moments if the new guy and a new teammate 
have a heated on-ice history? 

“If the guy’s a little nervous, I just go head-on and say, ‘Hey man it’s just 
a game, I’m here now and wearing the same jersey as you,’” 
Gudbranson joked. 

Jarnkrok’s transition to the Flames will likely be seamless. He grew up 
with Lindholm and Jacob Markstrom, and already knows several fellow 
Swedes on the roster. 

“Lots of Swedes here, which is nice,” he said. 

The Flames are a tight-knit group that spends a lot of time together off 
the ice, which makes assimilating a new player far easier. 

“I would guess it would be a pretty easy room to come into,” defenceman 
Rasmus Andersson said. “We’re a good group in there. We have a lot fun 
on and off the ice…[Tyler Toffoli] knew eight or nine guys before, and 
[Jarnkrok] knows all of us Swedes, so I think it would be pretty easy for 
the two of them to come in and be a part of the team right away.” 

Darryl Sutter has experienced close to 50 trade deadlines as a player, 
coach, and general manager. For him, the trade deadline is not personal 
- just business. 

“You deal with it, and the player’s responsibility on gameday is when it’s 
gameday to be prepared and to play to the best of their ability,” he said. 

“Players don’t get traded because they don’t like the player. Either they’re 
traded because they think they can take another step now or they can 
take a step next year or it’s salary-related.” 

The all-day coverage and social media activity have made it harder on 
players. 

“It’s not just another day,” Sutter said. 

“You understand that now, with so much more hype from the media and 
that sort of thing, and to be quite honest, most of it’s bullshit, but players 
probably hear it too.” 

Andersson freely admitted that he will be scrolling Twitter on Monday. 

“It’s a big day for the media,” he joked. 

“I don’t really live under a rock so to speak, so obviously I follow it…I’m 
probably going to sit on Twitter and see what’s going on, just because I’m 
curious, but it’s exciting times. It’s exciting for everyone. 

It’s exciting for you guys. You guys have a lot of stuff to report, no? A lot 
of stories.” 
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