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What will the Hurricanes do at NHL trade deadline amid injuries, other teams’ moves? 

By Chip Alexander 

Things can change rapidly in the NHL in the final days and 
moments before the league’s trade deadline. 

That includes priorities. 

A team might believe adding a defenseman is its biggest 
need, then have a forward go down to injury just before the 
deadline. Suddenly, that can become a bigger need. 

There’s also the matter of what other teams are doing to 
bolster their Stanley Cup chances. In recent days, the Florida 
Panthers had added center Claude Giroux and defenseman 
Ben Chiarot and the Tampa Bay Lightning have traded for 
forward Brandon Hagel. 

That opened some eyes. That, too, can create some 
edginess. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday 
in Toronto that he has kept abreast of the comings and 
goings in the Eastern Conference and Cup hopefuls leading 
up to Monday’s deadline. 

“A lot of teams are making moves now and I think it will start 
heating up more and more,” he said. “But I don’t see us 
doing much stuff, so I’m not too concerned.” 

Then, the Lightning picked up Hagel on Friday. Tampa Bay 
paid a steep price — two first-round draft picks, two players 
— but got the player they wanted, a forward who could fit 
into the Lightning’s top six. Tampa Bay has won the last two 
Cups and is after a third. 

Hagel, who had 21 goals in 55 games for the Chicago 
Blackhawks, was set to join the Lightning lineup Saturday 
and should play against the Canes on Tuesday at PNC 
Arena. 

On Saturday, the Panthers added Giroux, working out a deal 
with the Philadelphia Flyers while the Boston Bruins dealt for 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm of Anaheim for the stretch 
drive to the playoffs. 

The New York Rangers, who face the Canes on Sunday, 
acquired forward Frank Vatrano from Florida this week and 
have plenty of cap space to make more moves, maybe a 
splash. 

“We know it’s that time of the year and teams are going to try 
and do different things,” Brind’Amour said Friday before the 
Canes played the Washington Capitals. “We made our 

moves in the summer and I feel like that’s kind of it. If we end 
up doing something, it’ll make us better, but I don’t anticipate 
too much.” 

The Canes’ moves in the 2021 offseason included adding 
veterans such as forward Derek Stepan and defensemen Ian 
Cole and Brendan Smith. They’re the kind of players, with 
their experience, that Stanley Cup contenders covet at the 
deadline to add to their lineups. 

Despite losing their last three games, the Canes are 41-14-6. 
They were five points ahead in the Metropolitan Division after 
Friday’s games and their 4-3 shootout loss to Washington, 
and not in a panic position. 

Does that mean the Canes wouldn’t be interested in, say, 
Andrew Copp of the Winnipeg Jets or Dominik Kubalik of the 
Chicago Blackhawks or Rickard Rakell of Anaheim if a deal 
for a forward was sensible? Or someone like that? 

President and general manager Don Waddell has said the 
physical demands of the playoffs create the need for extra 
defensemen and the Canes shy away from pending 
unrestricted free agents. But Waddell has not ruled out 
anything. His phone lines remain open. 

There also is a new wrinkle. Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook was injured Thursday at Toronto. Brind’Amour 
said Friday he did not know the extent of the injury or how 
long Martinook might be out. 

Seth Jarvis drew back into the lineup and the rookie forward 
scored twice. While he brings speed and skill to the lineup, 
the Canes would miss the intangibles that Martinook, an 
alternate captain, provides if he’s sidelined for an extended 
period with a lower-body injury. 

The Canes have about $1.8 million in cap space according to 
CapFriendly.com and could add to that if Martinook is placed 
on Long Term Injured Reserve. But they must be cap 
compliant if Martinook is able to return. 

Waddell has made some stealth moves before at the 
deadline. In 2020, the Canes acquired center Vincent 
Trocheck from the Panthers for four players, a surprise to 
many. 

General managers have been known to be creative, even if 
salary cap problems exist. There could be some more 
madness in March come Monday. 
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Canes’ Nino Niederreiter suspended one game by NHL for slashing incident in Caps game 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter was 
suspended for one game by NHL Player Safety on Saturday 
for slashing Washington’s Axel Jonsson-Fjallby during 
Friday’s game, the league announced. 

Niederreiter was knocked into the Capitals bench during the 
first period of the Canes’ 4-3 shootout loss. His helmet 
dislodged, Niederreiter took a swipe with his stick and hit 
Jonsson-Fjallby near the visor as linesman Bryan Pancich 
was trying to push the Canes toward his own bench. 

Niederreiter was called for a slashing penalty and the Caps 
were assessed a bench minor for unsportsmanlike conduct 
at 13:50 of the period. 

The Canes, who have lost their last three games, host the 
New York Rangers on Sunday at PNC Arena. 

Niederreiter became the first Hurricanes player to be 
suspended since Kevin Westgarth, who drew a two-game 
suspension in November 2013. 

Carolina forward Jordan Martinook was injured Thursday in 
the game at Toronto and replaced in the lineup Friday by 
rookie Seth Jarvis, who scored twice. 

With Niederreiter is suspended and Martinook unable to 
return, the Canes could call up a forward from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL or use seven defensemen if Tony 
DeAngelo can return from injury Sunday. 

 

 

 

Niederreiter suspended one game for slashing in Hurricanes game 

NEW YORK - - Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino 
Niederreiter has been suspended for one game, without pay, 
for slashing Washington Capitals forward Axel Jonsson-
Fjallby during NHL Game No. 978 in Carolina on Friday, 
March 18, the National Hockey League's Department of 
Player Safety announced today. 

The incident occurred at 13:43 of the first period. Niederreiter 
was assessed a minor penalty for slashing. 

Under the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement and, 
based on his average annual salary, Niederreiter will forfeit 
$26,250.00. The money goes to the Players' Emergency 
Assistance Fund. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Niederreiter suspended 1 game for slashing 

NEW YORK (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino 
Niederreiter has been suspended for one game by the NHL 
for slashing Washington Capitals forward Axel Jonsson-
Fjallby during Friday night’s game. 

The incident occurred at 13:43 of the first period. Niederreiter 
was assessed a minor penalty for slashing. 

The Hurricanes, who lead the Metropolitan Division, lost 4-3 
in a shootout to the Capitals in the opening game of a four-
game homestand. Niederreiter will miss Sunday’s game 
against the New York Rangers and will return for Tuesday’s 
matchup against Tampa Bay. 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 20, 2022 

 

Carolina faces New York on 3-game skid 

New York Rangers (39-18-5, third in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (41-14-6, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Sunday, 6 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -202, Rangers 
+167; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina will try to end its three-game slide 
when the Hurricanes take on New York. 

The Hurricanes have gone 11-6-1 against division 
opponents. Carolina leads the Eastern Conference with 5.8 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo averaging 0.7. 

The Rangers are 8-5-0 against opponents in the 
Metropolitan. New York averages 8.7 penalty minutes per 
game, the 10th-most in the Eastern Conference. Jacob 
Trouba leads the team serving 80 total minutes. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 21, Carolina won 6-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 61 points, scoring 27 goals and registering 34 assists. 
Teuvo Teravainen has two goals and four assists over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

Mika Zibanejad leads the Rangers with a plus-17 in 62 
games this season. Chris Kreider has six goals and one 
assist over the last 10 games for New York. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 2.3 goals, 
3.7 assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game with a .928 save percentage. 

Rangers: 6-4-0, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.6 assists, 3.5 
penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while allowing three goals 
per game with a .906 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day 
(undisclosed), Tony DeAngelo: out (midsection). 

Rangers: None listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes' Niederreiter suspended one game for slashing Capitals' Jonsson-Fjallby 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter received a 
one-game suspension for slashing Axel Jonsson-Fjallby of 
the Washington Capitals, the NHL Department of Player 
Safety announced Saturday.  

The incident occurred during the first period of Friday's game 
in Carolina. Niederreiter slashed Jonsson-Fjallby in the face 

while the forward was seated on the Capitals' bench. The 29-
year-old from Switzerland was issued a two-minute penalty.  

Washington defeated Carolina 4-3 in a shootout.  

The Hurricanes (41-14-6) are first in the Metropolitan 
Division but have dropped three straight games and next 
host the New York Rangers on Sunday.  
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About Last Night: Canes fail to hold back Capitals surge 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t hang on against the 
Washington Capitals as they blew a late lead and fell in the 
shootout, 4-3, Friday night at PNC Arena.  

It was a physical affair that had a playoff edge to it and it’s a 
shame that these types of games get decided by a shootout. 
A longer 3-on-3 overtime period will probably never happen, 
but being that it’s one of the most exciting changes the NHL 
made to its rule set – a rarity – a longer overtime should be a 
featured staple of the regular season. 

Alas, there are probably plenty of logistic concerns such as 
player fatigue levels or schedule tightness, but we can still 
dream a little. 

But back to the game last night, the Canes were not the 
dominant team that they usually are in terms of possession 
and shots as the Capitals took it to Carolina.  

The Hurricanes capitalized on the limited chances they were 
getting, a huge turnaround from the last couple of games, but 
it wasn’t enough to withstand Washington’s assault. 

Let’s take a look closer at some of the bigger story lines from 
last night’s game.  

Line Blender 

Coming into the game against Washington, it was clear that 
the team was looking to try something a bit different. 

Two, brand new line combinations for the top-six with 
Vincent Trocheck centering the top line with Sebastian Aho 
and Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi centering 
Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas. 

You have to give credit to head coach Rod Brind’Amour for 
at least trying something different, but the results just were 
not there. 

“We haven’t scored a lot of goals,” Brind’Amour said on the 
reasoning behind the new lines. “We were just looking at 
different things. It didn’t really work, obviously.” 

It might have to be a case of sticking with what you know and 
hoping guys start breaking through because the talent is 
there and we’ve seen them be successful, it just isn’t clicking 
currently.  

However, more line jumbling may be in the future as the 
length of Jordan Martinook’s injury status is still up in the air 
and Nino Niederreiter may potentially be missing a couple of 
games. 

Seth Jarvis Revival? 

In his first game back from a lower-body injury, Jarvis lit the 
lamp twice and saw a significant time bump and a promotion 
to the second line. 

The Canes’ rookie reached the 10-goal mark and has 22 
points in 47 career games. Most rookies hit a bit of a wall at 
some point in their first year so maybe the 20-year old is 
starting to come around again. 

It’s funny that his drought was ended with same line that he 
got his first goal with playing with both Derek Stepan and 
Steven Lorentz.  

“It felt really good,” Jarvis said on scoring. “It’s been a while. 
It’s probably the longest I’ve gone without a goal in my 
career. To get that one felt really nice and helped me stop 
thinking about it a little bit.” 

With Martin Necas still slumping — he was back to being 
unnoticeable after playing such a strong game in Toronto — 
a spot in the top-six is open for anyone to grab it and maybe 
Jarvis can start heating back up. 

Power(less) Play 

The Canes had two opportunities on the man-advantage and 
both times they came up empty. The power play has been 
really sucking the life out of Carolina as of late with its 
stagnant play and disappointing results.  

When Teuvo Teravainen came back from injury, he juiced 
the power play back up for a while, but now it’s back to 
struggling. Everyone is struggling to score in Carolina right 
now and that’s not a recipe for success. 

Help could be on the horizon though as Tony DeAngelo is on 
the cusp of returning and the Hurricanes desperately need 
him. 

They will be going nowhere in the postseason if they can’t 
get the power play going.  

Stop me if you’ve heard that one before. 
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Wolves rally to bounce Toronto 

Ontario native Josh Leivo scored a power-play goal with 7:13 
left to give the Chicago Wolves their first lead in a 4-2 
triumph over the Toronto Marlies Saturday afternoon at 
Coca-Cola Coliseum. 

Forwards CJ Smith, Ryan Suzuki and Stefan Noesen also 
scored for the Wolves (36-10-5-5), who pushed their point 
streak to 12 games and extended their Central Division lead 
to 15 points. 

Captain Andrew Poturalski handed out three assists to 
retake the AHL’s scoring lead with 76 points while goaltender 
Alex Lyon rejected 20 shots to earn the win. 

Toronto (27-21-3-1) needed just 32 seconds to open the 
scoring. Alex Steeves fired from the left corner and the 
rebound went into the slot for Semyon Der-Arguchintsev to 
swat home. 

The Marlies took a 2-0 lead at 7:29 on Brent Seney’s goal. 
The Wolves killed off a 5-on-3 power play, but Seney 
collected a rebound below the goal line and banked a shot 
off Lyon for a power-play tally. 

Chicago launched its comeback immediately as Smith 
scored a power-play goal at 8:00 set up by several swift 
passes. Joey Keane, working from the point, fed Poturalski 
above the left circle. He moved the puck to the goal line for 
Noesen, who slid a pinpoint pass through the crease to 
Smith for a quick roofed blast from the bottom of the right 
circle. 

The Wolves pulled even at 15:53 of the first — shortly after 
their second power play expired. Defenseman Jesper 
Sellgren’s wrister from the left point went wide and 
ricocheted into the right corner, where David Gust got it to 
first. He spied Suzuki going to the far post and sizzled a pass 

that the London, Ontario, native deftly redirected to make it 
2-2. 

Chicago outshot Toronto 18-4 in the second period, but the 
scoreboard didn’t budge. 

The Wolves finally took control after earning a 5-on-3 
opportunity midway through the third period. After Lyon 
rejected Joey Anderson’s shorthanded breakaway, Brett 
Seney slashed Lyon trying to stuff home the rebound. His 
penalty gave the Wolves 63 seconds of 5-on-3 time. 

Chicago won the ensuing faceoff, maintained possession in 
the offensive zone the whole time and finally took advantage 
on Leivo’s blast from the high slot with six seconds left on the 
two-man advantage at 12:47 of the third. 

The Marlies pulled their goaltender with 3:19 to go, then a 
Wolves penalty gave Toronto a 6-on-4 opportunity with 1:39 
left. The Marlies kept the puck in the offensive zone until 
Poturalski blocked a shot and Noesen cleared it with 28 
seconds left. 

Poturalski collected the puck along the back boards, 
withstood pressure from multiple Marlies and then dished to 
Noesen for a shorthanded, empty-net goal with 16 seconds 
to play. For Noesen, it marked his league-leading 33rd goal. 

Lyon improved his record to 15-6-3 while Toronto goaltender 
Michael Hutchinson (5-5-3) finished with 27 saves. 

Chicago stays in Ontario to face the Marlies at 3 p.m. 
Sunday before returning to Allstate Arena to host the Texas 
Stars at 7 p.m. Tuesday and the Manitoba Moose at 7 p.m. 
Sunday. To join the fun on Tuesday’s Craft Beer Night or 
Friday’s $2 Beer Night, email a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259572124.html  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259569409.html 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nino-niederreiter-suspended-one-game-for-slashing-axel-jonsson-fjallby/c-332009154 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-nino-niederreiter-axel-jonsson-fjallby-4ddd7a0c4492341aa2eff38fb86b2f4e 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-north-carolina-hockey-b467dabf02634b978b177d2c08fe9b6d 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/19/22986399/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-fail-to-hold-back-washington-capitals-surge 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/19/wolves-rally-to-bounce-toronto/ 
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1238871 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

What will the Hurricanes do at NHL trade deadline amid injuries, other 
teams’ moves? 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Things can change rapidly in the NHL in the final days and moments 
before the league’s trade deadline. 

That includes priorities. 

A team might believe adding a defenseman is its biggest need, then have 
a forward go down to injury just before the deadline. Suddenly, that can 
become a bigger need. 

There’s also the matter of what other teams are doing to bolster their 
Stanley Cup chances. In recent days, the Florida Panthers had added 
center Claude Giroux and defenseman Ben Chiarot and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning have traded for forward Brandon Hagel. 

That opened some eyes. That, too, can create some edginess. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday in Toronto 
that he has kept abreast of the comings and goings in the Eastern 
Conference and Cup hopefuls leading up to Monday’s deadline. 

“A lot of teams are making moves now and I think it will start heating up 
more and more,” he said. “But I don’t see us doing much stuff, so I’m not 
too concerned.” 

Then, the Lightning picked up Hagel on Friday. Tampa Bay paid a steep 
price — two first-round draft picks, two players — but got the player they 
wanted, a forward who could fit into the Lightning’s top six. Tampa Bay 
has won the last two Cups and is after a third. 

Hagel, who had 21 goals in 55 games for the Chicago Blackhawks, was 
set to join the Lightning lineup Saturday and should play against the 
Canes on Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

On Saturday, the Panthers added Giroux, working out a deal with the 
Philadelphia Flyers while the Boston Bruins dealt for defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm of Anaheim for the stretch drive to the playoffs. 

The New York Rangers, who face the Canes on Sunday, acquired 
forward Frank Vatrano from Florida this week and have plenty of cap 
space to make more moves, maybe a splash. 

“We know it’s that time of the year and teams are going to try and do 
different things,” Brind’Amour said Friday before the Canes played the 
Washington Capitals. “We made our moves in the summer and I feel like 
that’s kind of it. If we end up doing something, it’ll make us better, but I 
don’t anticipate too much.” 

The Canes’ moves in the 2021 offseason included adding veterans such 
as forward Derek Stepan and defensemen Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. 
They’re the kind of players, with their experience, that Stanley Cup 
contenders covet at the deadline to add to their lineups. 

Despite losing their last three games, the Canes are 41-14-6. They were 
five points ahead in the Metropolitan Division after Friday’s games and 
their 4-3 shootout loss to Washington, and not in a panic position. 

President and general manager Don Waddell has said the physical 
demands of the playoffs create the need for extra defensemen and the 
Canes shy away from pending unrestricted free agents. But Waddell has 
not ruled out anything. His phone lines remain open. 

There also is a new wrinkle. Canes forward Jordan Martinook was injured 
Thursday at Toronto. Brind’Amour said Friday he did not know the extent 
of the injury or how long Martinook might be out. 

Seth Jarvis drew back into the lineup and the rookie forward scored 
twice. While he brings speed and skill to the lineup, the Canes would 
miss the intangibles that Martinook, an alternate captain, provides if he’s 
sidelined for an extended period with a lower-body injury. 

The Canes have about $1.8 million in cap space according to 
CapFriendly.com and could add to that if Martinook is placed on Long 
Term Injured Reserve. But they must be cap compliant if Martinook is 
able to return. 

Waddell has made some stealth moves before at the deadline. In 2020, 
the Canes acquired center Vincent Trocheck from the Panthers for four 
players, a surprise to many. 

General managers have been known to be creative, even if salary cap 
problems exist. There could be some more madness in March come 
Monday. 
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Canes’ Nino Niederreiter suspended one game by NHL for slashing 
incident in Caps game 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter was suspended for one 
game by NHL Player Safety on Saturday for slashing Washington’s Axel 
Jonsson-Fjallby during Friday’s game, the league announced. 

Niederreiter was knocked into the Capitals bench during the first period 
of the Canes’ 4-3 shootout loss. His helmet dislodged, Niederreiter took a 
swipe with his stick and hit Jonsson-Fjallby near the visor as linesman 
Bryan Pancich was trying to push the Canes toward his own bench. 
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Niederreiter was called for a slashing penalty and the Caps were 
assessed a bench minor for unsportsmanlike conduct at 13:50 of the 
period. 

The Canes, who have lost their last three games, host the New York 
Rangers on Sunday at PNC Arena. 

Niederreiter became the first Hurricanes player to be suspended since 
Kevin Westgarth, who drew a two-game suspension in November 2013. 

Carolina forward Jordan Martinook was injured Thursday in the game at 
Toronto and replaced in the lineup Friday by rookie Seth Jarvis, who 
scored twice. 

With Niederreiter is suspended and Martinook unable to return, the 
Canes could call up a forward from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL or 
use seven defensemen if Tony DeAngelo can return from injury Sunday. 
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Mika Zibanejad scores late, Rangers beat Lightning 2-1 

 

By MARK DIDTLER 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Mika Zibanejad scored a tiebreaking power-play goal 
with 16 seconds left in the third period and the New York Rangers beat 
the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1 on Saturday night. 

Jacob Trouba also scored and Igor Shesterkin stopped 28 shots for New 
York. 

Brayden Point scored and Andrei Vasilevskiy had 25 saves for the 
Lightning, who were coming off a 3-3 road trip. 

Zibanejad scored from the left circle off a nifty pass from Artemi Panarin. 
The Rangers’ second-ranked power play went 1 for 6. 

Shesterkin stopped an in-close chance from Alex Killorn during a Tampa 
Bay power play but couldn’t locate the puck before Point poked it 
between the goalie’s legs to open the scoring with 3:19 left in the first 
period. 

Trouba tied it at 1 with a rebound goal at 9:25 of the second. 

Both goalies had big saves early in the second period. Nikita Kucherov 
had his right circle shot go off the shaft of Shesterkin’s stick, while 
Vasilevskiy stopped Panarin’s 3-on-1 shot during a power play. 

Forward Brandon Hagel, acquired by Tampa Bay from the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Friday, was held pointless. 

SCORER’S SLUMPS 

The Rangers swept the season series (3-0) for the first time since 2012-
13. ... Panarin has just one goal in 14 games against Tampa Bay. ... 
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos has no goals in his last seven games. 
Shesterkin stopped Stamkos’ low slot shot early in the third. 

NUMBERS 

PVasilevskiy played in his 350th game. ... Point stopped a six-game goal 
drought with his 23rd goal, coming in his 47th game. ... Lightning D Victor 
Hedman assisted on Point’s goal for his 256th assist at home, which 
moved him past Vincent Lecavalier into sole possession of third place in 
franchise history. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: At Carolina on Sunday night. 

Lightning: At Carolina on Tuesday night to open a four-game trip. It 
completes a stretch of 10 of 11 games away from home. 
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1238942 New York Rangers 

 

Mika Zibanejad's goal gives Rangers big win over elite Lightning 

 

Mollie Walker 20/03/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Lightning play a fast-paced, north-south game that 
many other NHL teams simply can’t keep up with — but the Rangers 
have proven all season long that they can. 

In more ways than one, the Rangers went toe-to-toe with the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champions. And despite a rare off-night for the 
power play, it still came up clutch when Mika Zibanejad blasted a one-
timer late in the third period to give the Rangers a 2-1 win Saturday night 
at Amalie Arena. 

“We played the way we want to play, and I think we’re finding our game 
and everybody’s enjoying it,” head coach Gerard Gallant said after the 
win, which completed a three-game sweep of the Lightning this season in 
front of a heap of fans in red, white and blue, whose pro-Rangers chants 
drowned out everything else. “That was another battle, low-scoring, 
playoff-type of game again tonight. 

“Power play was a little off until it gets the winning goal at the end, so it 
comes through when they had to.” 

The Rangers’ power play has been a vital part of their offense for much 
of the season, so to go 0-for-5 through two periods was unusual. But 
when the Lightning’s Eric Cernak caught Chris Kreider with a high stick at 
17:45 of the final frame, the Rangers did not let their sixth chance pass 
them by. 

Jacob Trouba receives a hug from Filip Chytil after scoring a goal in the 
Rangers' 2-1 win over the Lightning. 

Jacob Trouba receives a hug from Filip Chytil after scoring a goal in the 
Rangers’ 2-1 win over the Lightning. 

Artemi Panarin’s cross-ice pass teed Zibanejad up in his sweet spot from 
the left faceoff circle to give the Rangers their first lead of the night with 
16 seconds left in regulation. Mika March marched on. 

“It’s one game,” Zibanejad said of the power-play struggles. “When things 
are not going for you, the tendency is to kind of overwork it a little bit. Try 
to do too much, you want it so much. That was maybe the case today 
and we complicated things a little bit, myself included. 

“But at the end of the day, we got it done and we won the game.” 

The Rangers managed to tie the game at one goal apiece at 9:25 of the 
second period off Jacob Trouba’s 10th goal of the season, which tied his 
career-high to lead all Rangers defensemen in scoring. Tampa Bay 
challenged for goalie interference, but the call was upheld. 

Lightning winger Pat Maroon took the increasing physicality of the game 
a step too far when he bumped Rangers star goalie Igor Shesterkin 
behind the Blueshirts net. Ryan Lindgren took exception and went after 
Maroon, who got in some nasty uppercuts before earning an interference 
penalty and then a matching roughing penalty with the Rangers 
defenseman. 

Ryan Reaves later handed Maroon the consequences at the start of the 
third period, playing the enforcer role he adopted when he came to the 
Rangers this offseason. The two dropped the gloves, and Reaves landed 
a few punches before exchanging some heated words with Maroon. 
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“I think the confidence building is now we’ve played two games that 
we’ve had a pretty consistent effort from our whole lineup basically,” 
Trouba said. “There’s no passengers and that’s I think what we feel 
better about, is that we’re building our game in that way. We’re playing 
with good teams, we’re playing well, Igor’s playing great, we’re not giving 
up a ton of chances — we’re giving up some — but it’s going to happen. 

“Finding ways to win and that’s the most important thing.” 

Halfway through a challenging weekend, the Rangers may have topped 
the first mighty club on the schedule. On Sunday in Raleigh, N.C., they’ll 
go up against another squad that is an entirely different beast, the 
Hurricanes. The Rangers haven’t beaten Carolina this season and will 
play the Hurricanes two more times before the regular season is over. 

The Rangers still have more to prove. 
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Rangers won’t be comfortable until ‘there’s a little x beside us’ 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Rangers aren’t getting ahead of themselves.  

Ahead of their 62nd and 63rd games (out of 82) this weekend, against 
the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion Lightning and the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes, the Rangers refused to look 
any further than the task at hand. Even though they’ve had a firm hold on 
a playoff spot for much of the season, the message is that nothing is 
guaranteed yet.  

“We got to get in the playoffs first,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said 
following their morning skate at Amalie Arena on Saturday, ahead of the 
matchup against Tampa Bay. “There’s still 21 games left and we got to 
play good hockey and we got to make sure we get in. That’s what a 
coach is looking forward to, playing good games like we played the last 
two, getting as many points as we can get and get into a playoff spot.  

“We’re in a playoff spot right now, but you’re not in until you’re in. When 
there’s a little ‘x’ beside us, I’ll be happy.”  

All but one of the Rangers’ remaining games (versus the Jets on April 19) 
will be against Eastern Conference opponents. Points will be crucial until 
the end of the regular season on April 29, and that’s not lost on the 
Rangers.  

Utility forward Barclay Goodrow said he expects every matchup to be 
intense. With so much on the line, the Rangers will need to bring their 
best hockey, not only to maintain their playoff position, but also to gear 
up for a shift in playing style for the postseason.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

“I think all you can control is the effort you put forward that night,” 
Goodrow said. “If you start looking too far in advance and you let games 
slip away, next thing you know, you’re not where you want to be in the 
standings or your games not looking how it should be.  

“I think we’ve been doing that for a while, I think we’ve been doing a 
pretty good job of that, looking at the current game at hand and not 
worrying about what’s coming in the next week or next month or trade 
deadline or whatever it is.”  

The Lightning have reached the playoffs in seven of the last eight 
seasons, while the Hurricanes have transformed into serious contenders 
the past three seasons after going nine straight without a playoff berth. 
The back-to-back should serve as a tune-up for the Rangers, who are 
incredibly close to their first playoff series since 2017. It should also 

reveal a lot about where the club is at compared to two established 
Stanley Cup contenders.  

Goodrow, one of the few Rangers with ample playoff experience after he 
earned two rings with the Lightning, noted that everything is amplified 
during the postseason. In addition to being faster and more intense, 
mistakes are magnified. He said it usually brings the best out of teams, 
and he expects the same to apply to the Rangers.  

“It’s going to be a big test for us,” Goodrow said. “I think we’re confident 
in ourselves, when we’re playing the way we know we can play. We 
know we’re hard to beat. So it’ll be a good test for us. It’s two games 
we’re really excited for, two games that I think we can improve a lot.” 
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Mika Zibanejad's power-play goal with 16 seconds left lifts Rangers over 
Lightning 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — As good as the Rangers’ power play has been this 
season, it was a little strange to watch the unit struggle through five 
opportunities during the first 57 minutes and change of Saturday night’s 
game against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

But when the Rangers got that sixth chance with 2:15 left in regulation 
and the score tied, the power play had an opportunity to redeem itself, 
and it did just that. 

Mika Zibanejad scored the winning goal with 16 seconds left in regulation 
— and one second left on the power play — to give the Rangers a 2-1 
victory over the two-time defending Stanley Cup champions and a sweep 
of the three games the teams played in the regular season. 

"You feel good when you come in on the road and beat a team like that,’’ 
coach Gerard Gallant said. "It was a good win for our group and now 
we’ve got to go play another real good team tomorrow [the Carolina 
Hurricanes]. So we’ll see what happens. But no, it’s more for me the last 
three games we played the right way. Tonight was special, but the last 
three games, the way we played, that’s what you like to see with our 
team.’’ 

Gallant was pleased with the way the Rangers (39-18-5) played 
Thursday against the Islanders even though they lost, 2-1, and they also 
played well against Tampa Bay. The one thing that wasn’t clicking for 
them, though, was the power play, which had scored in four straight 
games and entered as the NHL’s second-best unit statistically, scoring 
on 27% of its chances. 

"When things are not going for you, the tendency is to kind of overwork a 
little bit, try to do too much,’’ Zibanejad said. "You want it so much. And I 
thought that was maybe the case today, and we complicated things a 
little bit, myself included. But at the end of the day, we got it done. And 
we won the game.’’ 

Because the first line had been on the ice when Tampa Bay’s Erik 
Cernak was called for high-sticking Chris Kreider, Gallant called his 
timeout just before the power play began in an attempt to give his top 
players a little rest before they went to work. It didn’t appear to help at 
first, but just as the power play was about to expire, Zibanejad scored on 
a one-timer from the left circle off a pass from Artemi Panarin. 

Zibanejad downplayed the significance of beating the Lightning in all 
three games this season. "It’s always nice to win games and I don’t want 
to read into it too much,’’ he said. "We try to take it game by game and 
we’ve got some big games coming up now. We’ve just got to make the 
most of it.’’ 
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On Sunday they’ll be facing a rested Carolina team that is 41-14-6, leads 
the Metropolitan Division and is third in the league in points behind 
Colorado and Florida. 

The Lightning scored first on a somewhat controversial power-play goal 
by Brayden Point at 16:41 of the first period. 

Victor Hedman blasted a shot through traffic that Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin (28 saves) stopped with his pads. Shesterkin didn’t know that 
the puck was underneath him, and no one else knew where it was, 
either. As Shesterkin lifted his leg to turn around and look for it, Point saw 
the puck and quickly jammed it into the net for his 23rd goal of the 
season. 

The Rangers tied it on a goal by Jacob Trouba, his 10th, at 9:25 of the 
second period. That one needed to survive a challenge by the Lightning, 
who alleged Dryden Hunt had interfered with goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
(25 saves). 

Hunt was in the goal crease and his skate did hit Vasilevskiy’s skate, but 
the referees ruled the goal was good, and the Lightning were assessed a 
delay-of-game penalty for the unsuccessful challenge. 
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Ryan Reaves sees red, wins fight with Pat Maroon 

 

By Colin Stephenson  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Rangers enforcer Ryan Reaves fought with Tampa Bay 
forward Pat Maroon early in the third period of Saturday night’s game at 
Amalie Arena after Maroon body-checked Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin 
in the second period. 

When Shesterkin went behind the net to play the puck, Maroon hit the 
goalie and immediately was jumped by Rangers defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren. The linesmen jumped in and prevented them from fighting. 

But Reaves got justice against Maroon in the third. Maroon tried to hold 
Reaves at arm’s length, but Reaves landed several punches and scored 
a victory against the bigger Maroon. 

Vatrano adjusting 

Frank Vatrano, who was acquired from the Florida Panthers in a trade 
Wednesday, played his second game with the Rangers on Saturday but 
still hadn’t practiced with them yet. But coach Gerard Gallant said that 
isn’t a big deal. 

"Guys go to new teams all the time,’’ Gallant said. "The rest of the year 
you're not going to see many practices. It's just the way things are. 
There's so many games, and you’ve got to play a game every second 
day, so getting rest is more important than practice.’’ 

As far as learning the Rangers’ systems, Gallant said that won’t be hard 
for Vatrano. 

"Some teams have a little bit different neutral zone system, but when you 
play teams, it's pretty much a copycat league,’’ he said. "Everybody does 
the same thing. (It’s about) who executes them better and who does a 
better thing. So Frank learning our system isn't going to take him a long 
time. Trust me.’’ 

Familiar surroundings for Goodrow 

Barclay Goodrow returned to Tampa Bay for the second time since the 
Lightning traded him to the Rangers last summer, and if the second 
homecoming wasn’t as special as the first, the 29-year-old forward said it 
was still nice to be back. 

"I think it'll always be cool to come back here,’’ he said. "A little less 
jewelry this time coming back, but yeah it's exciting. Whenever you can 
see the banner hanging in the rafters it obviously brings back a lot of 
memories. And it's cool being back.’’ 

Goodrow was an important part of the Lightning team that won the last 
two Stanley Cups, and the first time the Rangers visited Tampa, for their 
New Year’s Eve game against the Lightning, Goodrow was presented 
with his Stanley Cup ring and given a welcome back tribute video. And 
he scored two goals that night in an eventual 4-3 shootout win. 

Blue notes 

Gallant went with the same lineup he used Thursday against the 
Islanders. Defenseman Libor Hajek and right wing Julien Gauthier were 
scratched . . . According to CapFriendly.com transactions, the Rangers 
signed undrafted free agent D Brandon Scanlin from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha. Scanlin, 22, who is listed at 6-4, 213 pounds, had six 
goals and 25 assists in 38 games this season. 
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Gerard Gallant says Rangers are done with measuring-stick games 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

TAMPA, Fla. – Games against the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning Saturday and the Metropolitan Division-
leading Carolina Hurricanes Sunday may look to most like a huge 
measuring stick weekend for the Rangers, but coach Gerard Gallant 
didn’t see it that way. 

"I don't have to learn any more about our team,’’ Gallant said at 
Saturday’s morning skate at Amalie Arena. "I know what our team's all 
about. We've been good all year long. And (Saturday and Sunday) are 
going to be tough games, we're playing two great teams. Go play and do 
the best we can and see what happens. But our players don't have to 
prove anything more to me. When we play a good game, we're as good 
as anybody in that league.’’ 

That sounded like pretty bold talk, especially coming from the coach of a 
team that hasn’t made the playoffs since 2017. But Gallant seemed 
pretty relaxed when he spoke. 

Three quarters of the way through his first season with the Rangers (38-
18-5), the veteran coach seems fully comfortable now. He’s relaxed 
enough to joke around at his press conferences, and he seems less 
guarded, and more willing now to share his feelings on how his team is 
going. If they won and didn’t play well, he’ll criticize them; if they lost but 
played well – as they did Thursday against the Islanders – he’ll praise 
their effort. 

He knows the Rangers are looking like a lock to make the playoffs this 
spring, but he also knows it’s not done until it’s done. So he’s not starting 
to prepare for the playoffs just yet. 

"Well, we’ve got to get in the playoffs first,’’ he said. "There's still 21 
games left (before Saturday’s game) and we've got to play good hockey. 
We’ve got to make sure we get in. So that's what a coach is looking 
forward to: playing good games like we played the last two, getting as 
many points as you can get, and get into a playoff spot. We're in a playoff 
spot right now, but you're not in till you’re in. When there's a little ‘X’ 
beside us (in the standings). I'll be happy.’’ 

Barclay Goodrow, who won the Cup the last two seasons with the 
Lightning, agreed with Gallant that now is not the time to get caught up in 
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looking at the big picture. He said the Rangers still need to focus on each 
game as it comes up. 

"All you can control is the effort you put forward that night,’’ he said. "If 
you start looking too far in advance, and you let games slip away… next 
thing you know, you're not where you want to be in the standings, or your 
game's not looking how it should be. 

"We've been doing a pretty good job of … just looking at the current 
game on hand, and not worrying what's coming the next week, or next 
month, or trade deadline, or whatever,’’ he said. "We're focused on the 
task at hand, and doing our best to execute that.’’ 

Mika Zibanejad was asked if he likes the fact that the best teams in the 
league are respecting the Rangers as belonging in the league’s elite with 
them. 

"I don't really pay attention to what other teams or other people are 
saying about us, or the way they look at us,’’ he said. "We're just kind of 
focused on this last stretch here. As cliche as it sounds, we’re trying to 
take it game by game and really put ourselves in a good spot, and keep 
improving and trying to string a couple of good games together and try to 
get some momentum.’’ 
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For first time in a while, Rangers clearly are buyers at NHL trade 
deadline 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

TAMPA, Fla. – Mika Zibanejad couldn’t stop himself from laughing a little 
bit as he answered the question. When was the last time the Rangers 
actually traded for a player at the NHL trade deadline to add to their 
squad and bolster it for a playoff run? 

"I think it was my first year,’’ Zibanejad said. "We brought in Smitty 
(Brendan Smith) right before, and obviously he knew a couple guys 
before. It was some time ago now, so it's hard (to remember), but 
everything's been going well. Now so far, with Frankie (Vatrano) coming 
in and he knows a couple of guys on the team. Seems like a great guy. 
So it's just fun to have him here.’’ 

It was 2017 when the Rangers last were buyers at the trade deadline. 
They brought in Smith from the Detroit Red Wings to help stabilize the 
defense, and he played well, helping the Rangers advance to the second 
round of the playoffs. 

But that was the end of their last good run. Management decided the 
window for contending for a Stanley Cup had closed, and that summer, 
center Derek Stepan and backup goalie Antti Raanta were traded to the 
Arizona Coyotes for the No. 7 pick in the draft (Lias Andersson) and 
young defenseman Tony DeAngelo. The following February, the team 
announced to its fans it would be entering a rebuilding phase and the 
next two years the Rangers were sellers, not buyers. 

Now, the rebuild is over, and with this year’s deadline coming up on 
Monday, GM Chris Drury is clearly buying. He’s already brought in 
Vatrano, acquired Wednesday from Florida for the relatively low cost of a 
fourth-round pick, and most people don’t believe he’s done dealing yet. 
He has plenty of salary cap room to bring in more reinforcements, and 
has lots of highly regarded young prospects to offer up in exchange. He’s 
probably looking to add another goal-scoring forward. 

Zibanejad said the players in the room aren’t thinking about who might be 
joining them at the deadline. For them, the focus had to be on the small 
matter of games Saturday and Sunday against the two-time defending 

Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning and the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes. 

"We play today and tomorrow, so I think we have the games to worry 
about,’’ he said. "And it's hard to say how (adding a new player or two is) 
going to affect the group because, I mean, Frank is here now, but other 
than that, we haven't gotten anyone else. So I guess it'll be more of a 
question when -- when and if -- new guys are coming in. So we try not to 
focus on that right now. It's not our job to do that anyway, so we'll just 
worry about the games and worry about what we can do on the ice. And 
then the rest is not up to us.’’ 

Besides, the players and coaches had reason to feel good about what 
they’ve already accomplished with the group they have. They carried a 
38-18-5 record into Saturday’s game, and despite losing to the Islanders 
on Thursday, they were happy with how they’ve played in the past week 
or so. 

"I think we're confident in our group,’’ forward Barclay Goodrow said. 
"Our job is to go out there and play, and execute the game plan Coach 
(Gerard Gallant) puts out for us and play the hardest we can. We can't 
control what's going to happen in the next 48 hours. It's not our job. 
That's Dru's job to worry about that. 

"Within the room, we're confident, and you know, whatever happens, 
happens. We'll move on, and we'll be ready for the stretch run.’’ 

Brodzinski impressed Gallant 

It remains to be seen what will happen to Jonny Brodzinski if the Rangers 
do add another forward before the deadline, but in a short time since he 
got called up from the minor leagues the 28-year-old depth forward has 
made a positive impression on coach Gerard Gallant. 

"When they catch my eye for a good thing, it's positive, and he catches 
my eye almost every shift,’’ Gallant said Wednesday of Brodzinski. "He 
plays quick. He plays fast. There's no issues. He knows our systems and 
he works hard.’’ 

Brodzinski, who was captain for the Rangers’ Hartford farm team and led 
them in goals with 18, was called up March 1, and after being scratched 
the next night, he’s been in the lineup ever since. When the Rangers got 
Vatrano on Wednesday and Gallant inserted him to the lineup Thursday 
against the Islanders, it was Julien Gauthier, who has been with the team 
all season, who came out to make room, not Brodzinski, who had scored 
a goal Tuesday against Anaheim. 

Asked what it is about Brodzinski he likes so much, Gallant put it simply. 

"Everything he's done,’’ the coach said. "He's done a good job.’’ 
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Lightning hang with Rangers, but familiar problem looms in loss 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

5-7 minutes 3/19/2022 

 

TAMPA — As the Lightning round out the regular season, their focus is 
not only on securing a playoff spot but refining their game for the 
playoffs. 

And at this time of the season, as teams posture for positioning, games 
get tighter. Goals are at a premium, and the little things that hurt teams 
become more glaring. 
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That’s why the Lighting are concerned about the number of penalties 
they’re committing. In recent weeks, it has been the difference between 
winning and losing close games. 

And that was the case in their 2-1 loss to the Rangers on Saturday night 
at Amalie Arena. A prime-time national TV broadcast, a sizable number 
of snowbird Rangers fans and a tight game gave the night a postseason 
feel. 

The Lightning flirted with disaster throughout , continuously allowing the 
league’s second-ranked power play a man advantage. They killed off the 
first five Rangers power plays, but defenseman Erik Cernak’s high-
sticking penalty with 2:15 left in regulation came back to haunt them. 

Rangers forward Mika Zibanejad scored the winning power-play goal with 
16 seconds left in the third period. 

“We play (Sunday’s) game and we take six minors,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “We put a skilled team like that on the power play for 11 
minutes while our guys sit on the bench. … Right now you wonder what’s 
going on with this team and how we literally shoot ourselves in the foot. 
That’s a big reason.” 

The Lightning (39-16-6) lost all three of their meetings with the Rangers, 
going 0-2-1, with two of the losses decided by one goal. 

“You don’t want to see something like this happen,” Cooper said. “But we 
probably needed something like this just to happen to maybe get the train 
back on the tracks.” 

The Lightning entered the night having committed 22 minor penalties in 
the past five games, giving opponents 34:13 of power-play time over that 
stretch. 

The Lightning came close to killing off that last Rangers power play and 
sending the game into overtime. Forward Anthony Cirelli has just blocked 
forward Artemi Panarin’s shot attempt on net, but Panarin reclaimed the 
puck off the wall, then set up Zibanejad with a cross-ice pass for a one-
timer at the left circle that beat Andrei Vasilevskiy near post with one 
second left on the power play. 

The Rangers’ power play entered the night operating at a 26.9-percent 
clip, second in the league to the Maple Leafs’ 28.8-percent success rate, 
but the Lightning penalty kill stymied New York until the end. In the 
second period, New York was on the power play for 5:48, but the 
Lightning allowed only two shots over that stretch. 

Point put the Lightning up with 3:29 left in the first period on a power 
play. Defenseman Victor Hedman put the puck on net from the point. It 
was stopped by Shesterkin but remained live at his pads. Point jumped 
into action and poked the puck between the goalie’s legs. 

The Rangers evened the score 9:25 into the second when defenseman 
Jacob Trouba put in a loose puck in front of the net past Vasilevskiy. The 
Lightning challenged the goal, arguing goalie interference by Rangers 
wing Dryden Hunt in the paint, but their challenge failed. 

That put the Rangers on one of their four power plays in the period, 
including one that continued into the first 1:02 of the third after Lightning 
forward Alex Killorn was called for hooking while trying to stop 
Zibanejad’s breakaway in the final minute of the second period. 

The Lightning actually had more scoring chances than the Rangers in 5-
on-5 play, 17-16, and were pushing over the final 7½ 
minutes,outshooting New York 4-0 in the final even-strength minutes 
before Cernak’s penalty was called. 

“I thought we were playing good,” Point said. “We were limiting their 
chances, and I thought we had a couple of good looks. It’s an unlucky 
penalty. Things happen, and they capitalized on it.” 

The game was the Lightning debut of forward Brandon Hagel, who was 
acquired in a trade with the Blackhawks on Friday. He arrived in Tampa 
around noon Saturday and logged 10:40 of ice time, mostly on the wing 
alongside Ross Colton and Mathieu Joseph on the third line. 
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Lightning’s Julien BriseBois provides more deadline magic with Brandon 
Hagel deal 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

6-8 minutes 3/19/2022 

 

TAMPA — Maybe one day the Lightning will pay for their perceived 
misdeeds. They’ll pay for flirting with salary cap disaster every year; 
they’ll pay for trading prospects and high draft picks. 

But this won’t be the day. And the Lightning’s trade for forward Brandon 
Hagel on Friday likely won’t be the one that people point to as the 
beginning of the end. 

Given the moves he has made the past three seasons around the trade 
deadline, general manager Julien BriseBois looks like he’s playing chess 
when others are playing checkers, and he’s doing everything he can to 
put a third Stanley Cup championship ring on his steady hand. 

When the bar is so high — when hoisting Lord Stanley’s cup is the only 
true show of success — and when you’ve put yourself in a good spot for 
another deep postseason run, it’s easy to not think about the future. 

Heading into the trade deadline, BriseBois tried his best to temper 
expectations that the Lightning would make a deal. Surely no one 
believed his bluff, because we’ve seen him downplay expectations 
before. And though the Lightning had roster inflexibility — and again no 
cap space — there was every reason to think that BriseBois could 
upgrade the team again. 

He made the Lightning a tougher out this season by getting Hagel from 
the Blackhawks for two first-round draft picks and rookie forwards Boris 
Katchouk and Taylor Raddysh. Hagel, a 23-year-old who projects to have 
his best hockey ahead of him, is versatile. He can play at all three 
forward spots and played on both special teams units this season with 
Chicago. BriseBois said he has a high compete level. Where he fits in the 
Lightning lineup remains to be seen, but it’s a nice problem for the 
coaching staff to try to solve. 

“They just know that they’ve added a Swiss Army knife-type player to our 
toolbox,” BriseBois said Friday. “I think the coaches are going to have to 
figure out between now and the start of the playoffs how all these players 
kind of come together and what is the best usage for all those forwards.” 

Hagel is under contract for the next two seasons after this one at a cap-
friendly $1.5 million hit a year, and after that, he can be a restricted free 
agent. So the Lightning can keep him under team control through 2025-
26. 

So though this move is about now, Hagel fits nicely with the Lightning’s 
young core group that includes Anthony Cirelli, Ross Colton, Erik Cernak 
and Mikhail Sergachev, all of whom are 25 or younger, as well as top-line 
center Brayden Point, who turned 26 last Sunday and is signed through 
the end of the decade. 

“We’d like to win a championship this year, but we’d also like to win a 
championship next year and keep ourselves in the running,” BriseBois 
said. “The terms of (Hagel’s) current contract give us three really good 
(playoff) runs hopefully at a championship. And because of his age, we 
continue to control his rights for two more years or potentially five long 
playoff runs. So that’s a big part of the value that we see in this deal.” 
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The move also sends a message to everyone in the Lightning’s locker 
room, especially the veteran core, that the time is now. Teams wait years 
for the opportunity this team has — to become a dynasty — and the 
players know BriseBois is going to pull rabbits out of his hat to ensure 
they have their best chance for success. 

“As a player, you really appreciate the effort because you never know 
when it’s going to be your year,” captain Steven Stamkos said during All-
Star weekend in Las Vegas last month. “For us right now, it’s easy for us 
to dismiss draft picks because we’re probably not going to be around 
when they come through. We want to win right now, especially as one of 
the older guys. For (BriseBois) to be able to put the chips all in and get 
rewarded has been pretty amazing.” 

Not only should the Lightning be a better team with Hagel, but they also 
took him off the board for other teams, which is a secondary benefit if 
Florida and Toronto — teams Tampa Bay might have to go through in the 
postseason — were among the teams that showed interest in Hagel, as 
was reported. 

The Blackhawks got a good haul in the trade, getting NHL-ready pieces 
in Raddysh and Katchouk as well as first-rounders who could help them 
down the road. But barring Raddysh or Katchouk turning into stars, the 
deal won’t hurt Tampa Bay. And if Hagel helps the Lightning win a third 
straight Cup, the cost would be worth it. 

When BriseBois traded two first-round picks to get Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow two trade deadlines ago, he was widely criticized for 
giving up too much. But now that the Lightning have won two Stanley 
Cups since, the narrative has changed. They’re lauded as savvy moves. 

And when you hear BriseBois break it down, it makes sense. 

“The value of draft picks lies in our ability to turn them into good NHL 
players,” he said. “We know what the odds are of a late first-round pick 
turning into an NHL player, and by trading them away, we’re giving up on 
those odds of the players we would have selected ending up being key 
contributors for us down the road four or five years from now. 

“But instead we’re getting a sure thing. We’re getting a player who’s 
already established himself in the NHL. We get the benefit of his current 
contract that provides really good value and we get the benefit of him 
helping us chase a championship right now instead of maybe those two 
players turning into NHL players down the road.” 
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Lightning acquire forward Brandon Hagel from Blackhawks 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

6-7 minutes 3/18/2022 

 

TAMPA — Despite the Lightning’s salary cap constraints and diminished 
stock of trade chips, general manager Julien BriseBois still pulled off a 
deal ahead of Monday’s trade deadline that will boost Tampa Bay’s 
hopes of winning a third straight Stanley Cup. 

The Lightning acquired forward Brandon Hagel from the Blackhawks on 
Friday, giving them additional scoring power and position flexibility. Hagel 
has 21 goals and 16 assists in 55 games in his second full NHL season, 
can player center or either wing spot, and contributed on both special 
teams units with the Blackhawks. 

The Lightning sent first-round draft picks in 2023 and 2024 to Chicago 
and homegrown rookie forwards Boris Katchouk and Taylor Raddysh — 

which helps free up cap space — in the deal. The Lightning also acquired 
fourth-round picks for 2022 and 2024, supplementing their inventory of 
later-round selections. 

Hagel, in the first year of a three-year contract, is making $1.5 million this 
season, as well as the next two. Katchouk and Raddysh combine for a 
$1.516 million cap hit, making this essentially a cash-in, cash-out move. 

Though Hagel can be a restricted free agent at the end of his deal, the 
Lightning can hold his rights through the 2025-26 season. Making him 
part of the team’s long-term plans was another reason the acquisition 
was attractive, BriseBois said. 

“We’re adding a 23-year-old player that is super competitive, can play in 
all situations, can play with all different types of players,” BriseBois said. 
“We got to see him play a lot last season when Chicago was in our 
division, and we noticed how competitive he is and also the consistency 
in his effort every shift. We’ve seen the growth in his play this year and 
his improved performance.” 

BriseBois said Hagel was expected to make his Lightning debut Saturday 
against the Rangers at Amalie Arena. 

Hagel found out he was being traded following a morning skate in 
Chicago before the Blackhawks flew to Minnesota for a game Saturday. 
He was preparing to drive to the airport when he was pulled aside by 
general manager Kyle Davidson. He was slated to arrive in Tampa on 
Saturday morning. 

“A little bit of a crazy day and mixed emotions — I made tons of friends 
and memories (in Chicago) — but that being said, I’m also excited and 
happy to be coming to Tampa, especially with the team they have,” 
Hagel said. 

“They have a lot of veteran guys there that know how to win and know 
what it takes to win, so I’m excited, too. I’m ready to learn from those 
guys, but at the same time, I’m ready to show what I’ve got and be a big 
part of this organization.” 

Going into the trade deadline, BriseBois tried his best to temper 
expectations that the Lightning would make a deal, pointing to zero cap 
space and roster inflexibility — every addition would have to be 
accompanied by a subtraction from the active roster — but said if the 
offer was right, he’d be willing to trade high draft picks in order to 
upgrade the team. 

“If we can do anything to increase the odds of our current team being 
successful and going on another magical ride, then I feel like we need to 
do that, and that’s why we made the decision we made,” BriseBois said 
Friday. 

Hagel has played extremely well of late, with nine goals and five assists 
in his last 15 games, including a hat trick Feb. 25 against New Jersey. 

This deal resembles the moves BriseBois made at the 2020 trade 
deadline when he acquired forwards Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow for first-round picks. Both players had one more year on their 
current deals and played key roles in both back-to-back Stanley Cup-
winning teams. 

While Hagel’s high-energy, in-your-face game has drawn comparisons to 
Coleman’s, the Lightning are getting a player more in the mold of Yanni 
Gourde or Tyler Johnson: undersized free agents who scrapped their 
way to success. Hagel was drafted by Buffalo in 2016 in the sixth round 
but was never offered a contract. In 2018 the Blackhawks signed him to a 
free-agent deal. 

“I think my work ethic’s my No. 1 thing,” Hagel said. “And if that’s not 
there, then my skill is not going to come into play or my goal-scoring 
ability or whatever you want to call it. So that’s always my No. 1 rule: 
Come into the game giving your 110 percent every day.” 

BriseBois said that after completing the trade for Hagel, the Lighting are 
finished making moves before Monday’s 3 p.m. deadline. 
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Stars notebook: Braden Holtby out vs. Washington; Jacob Peterson 
shines vs. Islanders 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

5:33 PM on Mar 19, 2022 CDT 

 

Stars goaltender Braden Holtby will not get his storybook return to 
Washington on Sunday, as he will remain sidelined by a lower-body 
injury. Saturday was Holtby’s fourth straight missed game due to the 
lower-body injury, and Bowness said he’s “out for the weekend.” 

Holtby spent the first 10 seasons of his NHL career with the Capitals, 
winning a Stanley Cup, a Vezina Trophy and Jennings Trophy in 
Washington. He has not played in Washington since he left the 
organization in 2020, as Vancouver didn’t play there last season and 
Dallas is making its first trip of the year on Sunday. 

Holtby played against the Capitals on Jan. 28 at the American Airlines 
Center, allowing five goals in two periods before he was pulled. 

Holtby was last on the ice during Wednesday’s practice in Montreal. 

Without Holtby, Adam Scheel has backed up Jake Oettinger for the last 
four games. Scheel has yet to make his NHL debut. 

“Just be ready,” Bowness said of Scheel. “We’re telling him every day 
and [goaltending coach Jeff Reese is] working him. Just be ready. Could 
be halfway through this game, you got to be ready. That’s is job, see 
where it goes.” 

While Oettinger still likely starts against the Capitals on Sunday — which 
would be his 18th start in the last 20 games — Scheel is an option on the 
second day of a back-to-back. Oettinger previously started both ends of a 
back-to-back on Feb. 23 and 24. 

Peterson shines: Jacob Peterson was one of the Stars’ best players on 
Saturday, posting the first multi-point game of his NHL career. He also 
drew a penalty, and expertly boxed out Scott Mayfield in the neutral zone 
to set up Gurianov’s goal. 

“He’s a smart player and he’s slippery out there,” Raffl said. “On the 
assist he had, he just rolled off the d-man. It’s a very undercover, smart 
play by him. He made some very smart plays, scored a goal too. He 
played unreal tonight.” 

Peterson has played each of the last two games after he was a healthy 
scratch in three of the previous four games. He played 12:54 on Saturday 
afternoon, the first time he’s played more than a dozen minutes since the 
All-Star break. 

“He’s hanging on to pucks, he’s poised,” Bowness said. “He’s moving 
better. I think the rest helped him. He was really good. I liked Marian 
[Studenic]. They both can skate. When they’re hanging onto pucks like 
that, they’re both very effective players. Petey was good, very good.” 

Sekera’s return: Stars defenseman Andrej Sekera played in his first 
game since Jan. 28, logging 13:25 on Saturday against the Islanders. 
Sekera blocked one shot and also played 48 seconds on the penalty kill. 

“He hasn’t played much,” Bowness said before the game. “He hasn’t 
practiced much, but he’ll go out there and give you everything he’s got.” 

Sekera’s absence was a combination of healthy scratches and missed 
time due to a non-COVID viral infection. As Sekera re-entered the lineup, 
Joel Hanley came out of it. 

No word on Heiskanen: Nothing has changed on the status of Stars 
defenseman Miro Heiskanen, who has missed seven games with 
mononucleosis. Heiskanen is not with the Stars on the current road trip. 

“It’s day to day, week to week,” Bowness said. “Nothing encouraging at 
this point.” 

Klingberg’s absence: Stars defenseman John Klingberg missed the first 
seven minutes of the third period with an upper-body injury before 
returning to the ice for five shifts in the period. 

Bowness said he did not know whether Klingberg would play Sunday in 
Washington. 
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Stars look like the better team, but suffer another puzzling defeat vs. 
Islanders 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

5:33 PM on Mar 19, 2022 CDT 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — As the days rip off the Stars’ regular-season calendar, 
results like Saturday afternoon’s 4-2 loss to the Islanders become harder 
to process. 

The Stars didn’t play poorly. Islanders backup goalie Semyon Varlamov 
played well, but didn’t stand on his head. But still, the result was a 
regulation loss and the Stars will try to finish their four-game road trip 
with a win Sunday in Washington. 

“We play like that, the points will take care of themselves,” Stars coach 
Rick Bowness said. “There does come a point, too, where you’re going to 
run out of games. We’ve got to get every point we can. We tried to get 
those tonight. Varlamov was very good, give him credit.” 

The Stars were the better team on Saturday afternoon during their first 
visit to UBS Arena on Long Island. 

At 5-on-5, they had significant advantages in shot attempts (53-33), shots 
on goal (33-21), scoring chances (34-11), high-danger chances (15-7) 
and expected goals (2.89-1.36), according to Natural Stat Trick. But 
Varlamov made 37 saves, and the Islanders received a hat trick from 
Brock Nelson. 

Ryan Pulock also scored for the Islanders, sneaking a slapper from the 
point through Jake Oettinger. Denis Gurianov and Jacob Peterson each 
had a goal and an assist for the Stars. Oettinger made 21 saves. 

“You don’t get points for being the better team,” Stars forward Michael 
Raffl said. “The results are all that matter. We’re aware of the position 
we’re in in the standings. We know we’ve got to find a way to win games. 
That’s how she goes sometimes.” 

The loss was the Stars’ fourth in the last five games. Dallas has not won 
a game in regulation since March 6 at Minnesota. 

The Stars entered Saturday one point behind Vegas for the final Wild 
Card spot in the Western Conference, with four games in hand on the 
Golden Knights. 

For the second straight game, the Stars received the secondary scoring 
they’d been searching for. Peterson rolled off a neutral-zone check to 
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spring a 2 on 1 chance with Gurianov late in the second period. Then he 
waited to slide a pass across the slot for Gurianov’s 10th goal of the 
season, one that tied the game 1. 

“I know Denis has a good shot, so I was just looking for him,” Peterson 
said. 

Peterson cut a 3-1 Islanders lead in half in the third period when 
Gurianov and Tyler Seguin won a puck on the forecheck and set up 
Peterson in the slot. It was Peterson’s 10th even-strength goal of the 
season, which is fifth on the team. 

Saturday was the 12th time that the Stars did not get a goal from Jason 
Robertson, Roope Hintz or Joe Pavelski (when all three were in the 
lineup). Dallas has not won any of those games in regulation. 

“We needed the big boys to step up, but they’re not going to score every 
night,” Bowness said. “So it’s good to see Denis score and Petey score. 
We need those guys to contribute.” 

The Stars have had their fair share of games this season where the 
result hasn’t matched their on-ice performance, which can make 
Saturday’s game on the Island maddening for those convinced those 
games even out. 

Now, the Stars are left to salvage a .500 road trip with a victory in 
Washington over a Capitals team that is 7-0-1 in their last eight games. 

“I thought we played a very good road game today, but it is what it is,” 
Raffl said. “Sometimes, you don’t get the results. You’ve got to build off 
the good stuff you did because there’s a big game coming up tomorrow. 
We’ve got to be ready for that.” 
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Does Stars losing 4 out of 5 games make them reconsider their stance? 

 

Saad Yousuf 

7-8 minutes 20/03/2022 

 

For most of the game Saturday afternoon, the Stars were better than the 
New York Islanders. However, a span of seven minutes to begin the third 
period doomed the Stars during their 4-2 loss with the trade deadline less 
than 48 hours away. 

The Islanders’ Brock Nelson broke a 1-1 tie a little over four minutes into 
the third period on a power-play goal after Radek Faksa was called for a 
penalty. Ninety-eight seconds later, Nelson scored another goal, this time 
finishing a perfect cross-ice feed in front of Jake Oettinger to extend the 
Islanders’ lead to 3-1. 

However, John Klingberg was not on the Stars’ bench to begin the 
period. With the trade deadline looming, many wondered if his absence 
was due to injury or if he had been pulled off the ice because a deal was 
in the works. After the game, head coach Rick Bowness said Klingberg’s 
absence was due to an upper-body injury he suffered after getting 
“banged up a little bit.” The fact that Klingberg’s absence raised some 
legitimate questions about a potential trade goes to show how 
tumultuous his contract situation has been this season, and how the 
perception of the Stars has changed over the past couple of weeks. 

Two weeks ago, the Stars were at the tail end of a stretch in which they 
had won seven out of nine games, including wins over quality teams 
such as the Avalanche, Wild and Kings. A week ago, Joe Pavelski met 

with the media to discuss his one-year contract extension and the 
confidence he has in the Stars as he goes “all-in” with the club. 

The Stars have now lost four out of five, their lone win coming in the 
waning seconds of overtime against the worst team in the NHL. When 
Stars general manager Jim Nill met with the media seven days ago, he 
didn’t shy away from the reality of the fast-changing nature of the NHL. 
He explained where he thought the team stood and why. 

“When I’ve talked to you guys before, there’s still lots of hockey to be 
played and we’re just going to monitor things,” Nill said last week. 
“Things change day by day. We’ll monitor it. The team has made a 
statement. They’ve shown us in going on this trip they’re into performing 
and playing the way we should. That helps make my decision a lot 
easier, but there’s still a long ways to go. Injuries, other factors, a lot of 
things become involved, but right now, we’re just staying the course.” 

At the brink of the deadline, the Stars must have an honest assessment 
of where the team stands. Since Miro Heiskanen’s absence, which began 
March 4 because of mononucleosis, the Stars have gone 3-4. Jason 
Robertson had hat tricks during two of those wins, and the third came 
courtesy of a two-goal effort by Klingberg, who has heard the loudest 
whispers in recent months of his potential exodus from Dallas. 
Throughout most of this stretch, they’ve had stellar goaltending from 
Jake Oettinger to keep them in games. The one time Oettinger struggled, 
they lost at home to the Rangers despite scoring four goals against the 
best goaltender in the NHL this season. 

The Stars’ dropoff following Heiskanen’s absence is understandable. 
He’s the most talented player on the team and arguably the most 
valuable player as well. He plays in every situation, elevates the play of 
those around him and makes up for the deficiencies of his teammates. 
Aside from Klingberg, nobody on the team can consistently break the 
puck out like Heiskanen. There’s no replacing a player like that, 
especially in the middle of the season. However, the length of his 
absence is what raises the bigger question. 

Heiskanen didn’t travel on this current trip and the team has said his 
status is week to week. In the best interest of the Stars, and especially in 
the best interest of Heiskanen, he should not be rushed back to action. 

It’s easy to see why the Stars see themselves as still in the thick of the 
playoff race. They trail Vegas by three points for the final playoff spot. 
However, they have four games in hand on the Golden Knights, who are 
dealing with a plethora of injuries. The Canucks and Jets trail the Stars 
by three points, but the Stars have three and two games, respectively, in 
hand on those teams. 

According to Tankathon, the Stars have the NHL’s seventh-easiest 
schedule remaining. Though that’s encouraging for the Stars’ playoff 
push, how much weight does that really hold when the past two games 
were against struggling clubs, losing once and needing overtime to beat 
the worst team in the NHL? On Saturday, the Stars again should have 
won against the Islanders, the latest in a long list of “should’ve won but 
didn’t” episodes. Jacob Peterson had the first multi-point game of his 
career, Thomas Harley looked good and the Stars controlled the puck 
throughout the game. 

Per Natural Stat Trick, 2.89-1.36 expected goal advantage for the Stars. 
All situations, 3.21-2.45, Stars. 

Stars lost 4-2, 3-2 score without the New York empty netter. 

“We play like that, the points will take care of themselves,” Bowness said. 
“But there does come a point, too, where you’re going to run out of 
games. We’ve got to get every point we can. We tried to get those 
tonight. (Semyon) Varlamov was very good, give him credit. … We 
played well. We’ll take that effort going into Washington. We did a lot of 
good things. Tighten up a little bit (in) a couple of areas, but for the most 
part, we deserved at least a point out of this game.” 

Regardless of what they deserved, the Stars left New York with nothing. 
There’s much less room for moral victories and silver linings in Game No. 
60 than in Game No. 6. 
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“You don’t get points for being the better team,” Michael Raffl said. “The 
results are all that matter. We’re aware of the position we’re in, in the 
standings and we know we’ve got to find a way to win games.” 

The Stars are dealing with a lot of issues at the wrong time. The losses, 
the uncertainty of Heiskanen’s timeline, a cold power play and an 
overreliance on a handful of players to come through every game give 
the Stars a tough assignment of self-reflection and self-projection. They 
have until Monday afternoon to get it done. 
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What you need to know about the NHL trade deadline 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff  

 

The NHL trade deadline (3 p.m. ET on Monday, March 21) is upon us. 
Here’s everything you need to know about it, alongside the best of The 
Athletic’s coverage of one of the NHL’s biggest days of the year. 

What are the latest NHL trade rumors, predictions and grades? 

Our trade deadline live blog is updated constantly, all the way through 
the end of the action on Monday afternoon, by our team of NHL writers. 

Who are the best players available? 

The third version of Eric Duhatschek’s NHL trade deadline big board has 
33 names on it. The top names on the list, as of Friday afternoon: 

•Kraken defenseman Mark Giordano 

•Flyers forward Claude Giroux 

•Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk 

•Coyotes defenseman Jakub Chychrun 

•Ducks defenseman Hampus Lindholm 

•Ducks forward Rickard Rackell 

•Coyotes winger Phil Kessel 

•Jets center Paul Stastny 

•Stars defenseman John Klingberg 

•Blackhawks goalie Marc-Andre Fleury 

What’s the latest? 

Pierre LeBrun is often the first to know when a trade is going down. He 
also spoke to a whole bunch of NHL GMs leading up to the deadline. 
Check out all his work here. 

Who has already won? Check our NHL trade grades 

If a deal is relevant, our writers will assess it and get info and opinion in 
front of you. Quickly. Here’s some of our work from the last week: 

Flames get Calle Jarnkrok from Kraken for package of picks 

Jarnkok isn’t spectacular, and the cost for Calgary was high, but he’s 
also exactly what they need. 

Canadiens send Ben Chiarot to Panthers for big haul 

Chiarot was in high demand, and Florida paid a serious price for him, 
including a first-round pick. Did they go overboard? 

Panthers ship Frank Vatrano to Rangers, clear cap space for something 
bigger? 

The Rangers’ pros and cons are clear. Adding Vatrano was an attempt to 
address some issues, but is he enough to make a difference? 

 Avalanche add Josh Manson in a trade that looks good for both teams 

The Avs, for all their regular-season success, have been playoff 
flameouts for a few years running. Can Manson change that? 

Which teams will be buyers, which will be sellers, and how aggressive 
will each team be? 

The Athletic posed this question to the writers who know the teams best. 
The full count comes to 17 buyers and 15 sellers, but the range of 
answers carried everything from “take your pick” to “BUY! BUY! BUY!” — 
with a few surprises in between. 

Here are our writers’ picks for the deadline’s buyers and sellers and how 
aggressive to expect each team to be. 

Which player (or pick) each team is most likely to deal? 

Who or what is leaving each NHL town at the trade deadline? Our 32 
beat writers came up with useful veterans, bad contracts, fire sales, 
mortgaged futures and even a few stars. 

An example: Josh Yohe on the Pittsburgh Penguins’ Kasperi Kapanen: 

Kapanen has been something of a disaster this season and, when the 
Penguins are healthy, there’s a chance he wouldn’t even be in their 
postseason lineup. However, he is only 25 and isn’t without considerable 
talent. It wouldn’t be shocking to see a young team give him a chance 
while the Penguins, in turn, could trade him for a veteran or simply free 
salary cap space that could be used in a subsequent deal. 

Stanley Cup contender checklist: How does each playoff team stack up? 

Every fine meal starts with a grocery list, and this one — the Cup 
Checklist — is no different. It’s 10 items long. Does your team’s meal 
belong on Master Chef or Kitchen Nightmares? 

•Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in the world. 

•Elite first-line winger to support the elite center. 

•Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

•Top-line center to play behind the elite center.  

•Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

•Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

•A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him.  

•A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second pair with the 
No. 2.  

•Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes on the third 
pair.  

•A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

Seven prospects who could be moved 

Corey Pronman highlight some prospects in the farm systems of some of 
the top NHL teams he believe could be part of trade packages. 

The 12 players you should be ready to meet at every NHL trade deadline 

From Sean McIndoe: 

You don’t want to be one of those fans who goes completely off the deep 
end and embarrasses themselves. You’re not some rookie, and this isn’t 
your first deadline week. Or maybe it is, and you’d like to convincingly 
fake it. Act like you’ve been here before, and all that. 
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Either way, it’s important to remember that most deadline weeks are 
pretty much the same, and we should know what to expect. So today, 
let’s run through the 12 people you might get to meet as the hours count 
down to trade deadline day. 

NHL 2021-22 Stanley Cup playoff chances and projected standings 

On our projections and probabilities page, you will find each team’s 
projected point total, its probability of making the playoffs, and its odds of 
advancing to each subsequent round, including winning the Stanley Cup. 

(Photo: James Guillory / USA Today) 
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Ten teams that need to make a move at the NHL trade deadline 

 

Harman Dayal 19/03/2022 

 

The NHL trade machine is rapidly starting to defrost. 

Buyers have started to flinch and step up to the plate with strong offers. 
Brandon Hagel’s move to Tampa Bay fetched two first-round picks and a 
pair of intriguing prospects in Boris Katchouk and Taylor Raddysh. 
Montreal picked up a first-round pick, a fourth-round pick and 2020 third-
round selection Ty Smilanic in their Ben Chiarot trade. Seattle netted 
three draft picks (a second-round pick, a third-round pick and a seventh-
round pick) in dealing middle-six utility forward Calle Jarnkrok to the 
Flames. 

The pressure is mounting on each contender to find the piece(s) that 
could put them over the top. Some teams are more desperate than 
others but there are about 10 clubs that need to be buying before 
Monday’s deadline. Here’s who those 10 teams are, the roster 
weaknesses they need to address and some of the realistic targets they 
could pursue given each of those teams’ unique cap and trade-chip 
situations. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Buying at the deadline is more complicated these days than it used to be. 
The salary cap is a major logistical obstacle and teams have to be more 
calculated about unloading premium assets because the task isn’t just to 
bolster your team to contend for today. It’s to ensure you can also keep 
the window open for tomorrow. 

Because of these variables, there are very few teams in a given year that 
are truly “all in.” Colorado is among the rare group that has a unique cap 
window that incentivizes them to be aggressive now. 

The Avalanche have Nazem Kadri ($4.5 million), Andre Burakovsky ($4.9 
million), Valeri Nichushkin ($2.5 million) and Darcy Kuemper ($3.5 
million) all set to hit the open market this summer. Colorado won’t be 
able to keep all of those names and the ones they do will have earned 
significant raises. Nathan MacKinnon ($6.3 million), meanwhile, is due for 
a mega extension at the end of next season. 

All of this is to say that Colorado’s core is quickly about to become a lot 
more expensive after this season. The time to strike, therefore, is now. 

Colorado’s started the deadline off well by adding some much-needed 
size and sandpaper on the back end with Josh Manson. Now, the focus 
should turn to adding some depth scoring. The Avs have an explosive 
top six but as colleague Peter Baugh pointed out, their bottom six has 
been pedestrian at generating offence. 

Colorado’s bottom six has produced 2.05 expected goals-for per 60 
minutes at five-on-five, definitely nothing to write home about. Whether 

it’s Claude Giroux, Rickard Rakell or perhaps even a cheaper option like 
Dominik Kubalik, adding another top-nine scorer to the mix would help. 

The Avs also have the option to place Gabriel Landeskog on LTIR to 
open up the cap flexibility to really go big-game hunting. 

Boston Bruins 

Boston’s started to catch fire recently, reminding the rest of the league 
that they’re still a legitimate contender despite a middling start to the 
season. As it stands now though, the Bruins have multiple holes to 
address. They also have multiple priorities to balance: They need help 
now to maximize 36-year-old Patrice Bergeron’s window but they also 
need to plan for his succession. 

This is where Tomas Hertl’s extension with San Jose hurts. Hertl would 
have been the perfect fit to plug the gaping 2C hole that David Krejci left 
behind while also being an adequate 1C replacement down the line for 
Bergeron. 

Boston is one of the few top-10 teams with decent cap flexibility but 
they’re asset-light with one of the NHL’s worst prospect pools. 

With Hertl off the market, there isn’t a perfect 2C candidate available. 
Maybe Andrew Copp makes sense, but their focus should shift to adding 
a high-end top-six forward regardless of whether he plays centre or wing 
and just banking on strong wingers to drive the second line. That’s been 
head coach Bruce Cassidy’s approach in splitting up “The Perfection 
Line” during this hot stretch — bumping David Pastrnak down to play with 
Taylor Hall on the opposite flank has given Boston enough firepower to 
roll with Erik Haula down the middle on that line. 

Adding, say, a top-six right-winger would permit Boston to permanently 
keep Craig Smith as a third-line option which is probably what he’s best 
suited for. If that’s the goal, the Bruins would be wise to try calling the 
Canucks to check on Brock Boeser or Conor Garland’s availability, two 
right wingers with team control beyond this season that would give 
Boston a much-needed offensive boost. 

Alternatively, the Bruins could also go shopping on the back end. Charlie 
McAvoy has been fantastic as always but that pair reaches a new level 
when Matt Grzelcyk is on it. 

Since last season, the Grzelcyk-McAvoy pair has dominated a whopping 
67 percent share of expected goals and outscored opponents 44-16 in 
almost 700 five-on-five minutes. The problem is the second pair takes a 
noticeable hit when Grzelcyk isn’t on it — something that could be solved 
by adding a top-four left-handed defenceman. 

Jakob Chychrun is the biggest name but depending on their asset 
budget, perhaps players like Hampus Lindholm, Mark Giordano, Carson 
Soucy, Calvin de Haan, Jacob Middleton or Brett Kulak would be of 
interest. 

Any way you slice it, Boston needs to add at least one impact player. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Toronto has a strong foundation for a Cup contender, with an elite first 
line powering them, but the roster looks flawed without upgrades ahead 
of Monday’s deadline. 

The biggest needs are on the back end and in goal. Jake Muzzin’s out of 
commission for now but didn’t quite look like himself when healthy 
anyway. His main partner, Justin Holl, has taken a step back too. Ilya 
Lybushkin’s been a good fit since being acquired from the Coyotes so 
maybe the need isn’t quite as pressing as it once was but they’d benefit 
from inserting a top-four defenceman for either the left or right side 
regardless. 

Erik Källgren’s been fantastic in his first two starts but it’s still fair to 
wonder if the Leafs have a surefire No.1 goalie capable of winning a Cup. 
Marc-Andre Fleury seems like a logical fit and the premium price could 
well be worth it if the Leafs could also find a way to offload Petr Mrazek’s 
contract ($3.8 million AAV for two more years after this one) as part of a 
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deal. Outside of Fleury or maybe James Reimer, however, there aren’t 
many options between the pipes worth kicking tires on. 

For as much of the attention has been fixated on the defence and 
goaltending, the forward ranks can’t be overlooked either. It’s ironically a 
lack of offence, after all, which has let the Leafs down in some of their 
recent first-round playoff exits. The second line with John Tavares, in 
particular, could use some two-way help. This is where you’d imagine 
players like Copp and Rakell should be on the Leafs’ radar. 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers’ status as legitimate Cup contenders is debatable. They’re 
awfully — arguably overly — reliant on Igor Shesterkin and struggle to 
control play at five-on-five. But when you have an elite goalie, star pieces 
up front (Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider), a No.1 
defenceman like Adam Fox and a lights-out power play, you’re still a 
good team. 

New York isn’t deep enough offensively to justify going all in this season, 
but there’s a middle ground between standing pat and doing nothing 
(beyond the Frank Vatrano acquisition) that seems sensible for general 
manager Chris Drury. Unlike most contenders, the Rangers boast a rich 
prospect pipeline, especially on the blue line, from which they can deal. 
They also have by far the most cap flexibility of any contender, although 
things get very tight for next season when Adam Fox’s new $9.5 million 
AAV extension kicks in. 

Based on those circumstances, adding a mid-range rental seems logical. 
The Rangers need help up front, especially on the right wing, as they 
have very little scoring beyond Kreider, Panarin, Zibanejad and Ryan 
Strome. 

J.T. Miller has probably priced himself out of New York’s range but Rakell 
and Copp seem intriguing. Reuniting Reilly Smith with Gerard Gallant 
seems like a perfect fit but his status is up in the air due to injury and it’s 
anyone’s guess what Vegas is thinking right now given how banged up 
they are and the precarious standings position they now find themselves 
in. 

St. Louis Blues 

A revitalized top nine sparked by breakouts from Jordan Kyrou, Robert 
Thomas, Vladimir Tarasenko’s resurgence and the arrival of Pavel 
Buchnevich has St. Louis back on the map as a darkhorse team headed 
into the spring. Their goaltending has been a little volatile for them but 
between Ville Husso and Jordan Binnington, they should be fine. 

Where St. Louis could really use help is on the blue line, specifically the 
left side. Colton Parayko hasn’t been the two-way beast we’re used to 
seeing in years past, in large part because of the underwhelming 
partners he’s played with. Marco Scandella has been a big 
disappointment and while Niko Mikkola was competent for a stretch 
there, he can’t be banked on as a top-pair option. Torey Krug and Justin 
Faulk have been solid behind the top pair so the need is simple: Find 
Parayko a partner who can elevate him closer to his 2019 levels. 

Facilitating such a trade won’t be straightforward as the Blues have 
almost no cap space. They’ll need to send someone like Scandella and 
his $3.275 million cap hit for two more years back, which will drive up the 
seller’s asking price. For that reason they’re caught in a bit of an 
awkward spot. They need a top-pair player of Chychrun’s or Lindholm’s 
value but the cost for those two may be prohibitive considering the salary 
St. Louis would have to send back. Meanwhile, the more affordable 
options like Giordano, Soucy, Nick Leddy or Middleton might not be high-
end enough for a top-pair role on a contender. 

Either way, St. Louis has to add some top-four left-handed option. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Pittsburgh can breathe a sigh of relief that Tristan Jarry is back to looking 
like the real deal in net this season. Jarry’s resurgence combined with 
Kris Letang’s renaissance season and the Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, 

Jake Guentzel, Bryan Rust core up front is enough for Pittsburgh to have 
another realistic kick at the can for the Stanley Cup. 

The Penguins are far from looking complete though. Pittsburgh 
desperately needs another top-six winger to play with Malkin — Kasperi 
Kapanen has been a major disappointment, Jason Zucker has been hurt 
and inconsistent when healthy and Evan Rodrigues has gone cold. 

Pittsburgh’s held onto just one of its last seven allotted first-round picks 
dating back to 2015 so you can be sure that GM Ron Hextall will feel 
leery about moving his top pick this year. The prospect pool is 
subsequently pretty barren with only a few attractive chips. But the Cup 
window is also on the cusp of closing which means you have to do 
something substantial to give Crosby, 34, and Malkin, 35, another 
legitimate chance. 

Acquiring a top-six winger with term seems like a logical middle ground. 
Perhaps this is where the Pens can give Jim Rutherford’s and Patrik 
Allvin’s Canucks a call on Boeser or Garland, especially given how highly 
Rutherford has rated Kapanen in the past. If they do turn to the rental 
route, Rakell seems like a great middle-six fit that wouldn’t break the 
bank either. 

Sidney Crosby, left, with Evgeni Malkin. (Charles LeClaire / USA Today) 

Washington Capitals 

It’s easy to see some of the parallels between Washington’s and 
Pittsburgh’s situations. 

The Capitals, like the Penguins, have aging stars with a Cup window 
that’s pretty close to shutting — there’s strong incentive to go for it while 
you still can. Washington’s also similar to Pittsburgh in that they have a 
thin prospect pool and seem reluctant to part ways with its blue-chip 
assets like Connor McMichael and Hendrix Lapierre. They also 
practically have the same need ahead of the deadline: Adding an impact 
middle-six scorer who can bolster the supporting cast around the top 
players up front. 

Goaltending was previously thought to be a top need with Ilya 
Samsonov’s struggles, but Vitek Vanecek has caught fire with wins in five 
straight. Vanecek is now up to a .919 save percentage and has saved 
3.1 goals above expected in 31 games according to Ev0lving-Hockey. In 
fact, Vanecek’s .935 save percentage at five-on-five is fifth best in the 
NHL. His emergence alleviates the need to spend big on a marquee puck 
stopper like Marc-Andre Fleury. 

The assets that may have previously been planned toward a goaltending 
upgrade can now be monetized to add scoring. There’s no shortage of 
options to consider on that front — most of the forward trade targets 
we’ve mentioned for other teams in this article would also apply for 
Washington. 

Washington owns all seven of their draft picks for 2022 and 2023, so 
there’s some capital (no pun intended) to play with at the deadline. 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers don’t need to keep adding after the Chiarot trade but 
they’re similar to Colorado in that they’re one of the rare teams that 
should be all in this season. 

Florida’s a certified juggernaut but they’re similar to the Avalanche in that 
the next season or two is a unique opportunity given how much more 
expensive the forward core is about to become. Aleksander Barkov’s 
mega extension kicks in next season and after the 2022-23 campaign, 
Jonathan Huberdeau will require a big raise on the sweetheart $5.9 
million cap hit he’s on right now. 

In-state rival Tampa Bay’s already shown it means business with the 
aggressive Hagel acquisition too. The Panthers have already traded two 
first-round picks and two second-round picks so they don’t have a ton of 
draft capital to monetize as trade chips but they do have Owen Tippet to 
dangle. Perhaps that can help them land an impact forward like Claude 
Giroux or Rakell. They’ll also have to monitor Aaron Ekblad’s status; if 
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the injury he sustained in Friday’s game has long-term implications, the 
priority could shift toward adding another defenceman. 

Minnesota Wild 

After appearing like legitimate contenders through the first half of the 
season, the Minnesota Wild have continued sliding and now look rife with 
holes. 

Ryan Hartman’s been a revelation for Minnesota but the club is still 
missing a top-flight centre. That probably can’t be addressed at this 
deadline, however. What could realistically be upgraded is the 
goaltending. 

Cam Talbot looked dependable to start the season but has managed just 
an .885 save percentage in his last 15 games. Kaapo Kahkonen, winless 
in his last six games, hasn’t fared much better. Fleury seems like a 
logical piece to target although the cost would likely involve a first-round 
pick, which GM Bill Guerin may be reluctant to surrender. James Reimer 
might be a more affordable mid-range upgrade. Reimer’s been very 
dependable for the Sharks with a .916 save percentage and six goals 
saved above expected through 36 games. The 34-year-old has another 
year left at a $2.25 million cap hit so perhaps San Jose won’t want to 
move him, but it’s worth at least inquiring if you’re Minnesota. 

Besides buying, Minnesota also needs to find a bidder on prospect Jack 
McBain. A third-round pick from 2018, McBain has scored 19 goals and 
33 points in 24 games for Boston College. The 6-foot-4 centre is 
reportedly unwilling to sign in Minnesota, however, because he sees a 
lack of opportunity. 

Perhaps the Wild can monetize McBain and flip that return to bolster their 
lineup? 

Edmonton Oilers 

Winners of four straight, the Oilers are starting to build themselves a bit 
of a cushion in the Pacific Division playoff race. Simply getting into the 
playoffs, however, won’t cut it on its own. 

Goaltending has been square in the middle of Edmonton’s needs for a 
long time. The aforementioned Reimer would be a good fit. Anton 
Forsberg would be another option that shouldn’t break the bank. 

The Oilers have been banged up on the back end and could use extra 
depth there too. The likes of Justin Braun, Mark Pysyk and Kulak among 
others seem like decent additions that wouldn’t cost much. 

Don’t expect Edmonton to be aggressive — they’re without third- and 
fourth-round picks this year, GM Ken Holland has already shared his 
reluctance to part with a first-rounder and they’re right up against the cap, 
which limits their flexibility. But they need some help in goal and perhaps 
some depth on the back end or up front. 

Harman Dayal is a staff writer for The Athletic covering the Vancouver 
Canucks. He combines NHL video and data analysis and tracks 
microstats as part of his coverage. Follow Harman on Twitter 
@harmandayal2. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Injury, Atlantic arms race add pressure to Maple Leafs’ 
trade deadline 

 

Luke Fox  

 

NASHVILLE – On the weekend in which the business of hockey 
supersedes the action on the ice, the Toronto Maple Leafs have stood 
idle (so far) while the arms race all around them reached a fever pitch. 

And a frightening injury may have added to the pressure on general 
manager Kyle Dubas to bulk up. 

Prior to Saturday’s 6-3 loss to the Predators in Nashville, the Maple Leafs 
players had been discussing the Tampa Bay Lightning’s aggressive 
acquisition of young 21-goal scorer Brandon Hagel out of Chicago. 

In the hours between morning skate and puck drop, the Florida Panthers 
— already the most explosive offence in the league — added the 
deadline’s crown offensive jewel: the Cup-chasing, 1,000-game—playing 
Claude Giroux, who handpicked his sunny landing spot. (Bill “All In” Zito 
is on a first-round-pick spending spree, having acquired the coveted Ben 
Chiarot out of Montreal on Wednesday.) 

“[Giroux] is competitive. His hockey IQ really jumps out. He's just really 
smart. Sees the ice well,” Matthews said of his newest division rival. 
“He's a top player in this league for a long time, and I think his resume 
speaks for itself. So, that’s a great decision to add a guy like that with his 
experience and his leadership and his skill set.” 

Maple Leafs allow too many scoring opportunities in loss to Predators 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:50 

Meanwhile, the hard-charging Boston Bruins paid a king’s ransom (a first, 
a second, a fourth, plus two players) to Anaheim for Hampus Lindholm, 
the best defenceman the rental market had to offer. 

As much as the Leafs players don’t see the point in obsessing over 
elements beyond their control, the Atlantic’s rush of imported talent is 
impossible to ignore. 

“They're loading up, and they've got some good players for sure,” 
Toronto’s Justin Holl said. “Teams are going to go on to try to be the best 
team they can be. 

“[Adding] is always good. But regardless of what happens, everyone's 
just kinda focused on what they can do on any given night. That stuff is 
so far out of out of our control, and we obviously don't have any input in 
it.” 

Mitch Marner considers the message a GM sends to his dressing room 
when he makes a significant roster addition for the playoffs. 

“It means he thinks of our team highly,” Marner said. “But at the same 
time, we already think of our team highly.” 

Rightly so. 

The Maple Leafs have the most efficient power-play in the game, a top-
five offence, and a vastly improved penalty kill. They have a Calder 
candidate in Michael Bunting and a Hart-slash-Rocket threat in Auston 
Matthews. 

But their fragility on the blueline and in the blue paint has been exposed 
over the past two months, and complicated by weeks-long injuries to No. 
1 goalie Jack Campbell (rib) and top shutdown defenceman Jake Muzzin 
(concussion). 

Lower on fans’ wish list was a top-six forward. Yet an alarming injury to 
Ondrej Kase Saturday cut his goal streak at three games and may well 
nudge Dubas to find scoring help on the flanks. 

As Predators forward Matt Duchene rushed through the neutral zone with 
the puck on his blade in the second period, a flat-footed Kase reached to 
get a piece of him, led with his head and took a blow that spun him 
around and down. The collision did not appear malicious. 
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Disoriented, Kase scrambled toward the bench on his knees before 
finally getting to his feet and leaving the game. Kase did not return, the 
Leafs announced, due to precautionary reasons, but his concussion 
history is of concern. 

Auston Matthews says it was nice seeing Kase up and walking around 
post-game. He’ll be re-evaluated Sunday. 

“I was told he’s doing OK. Certainly a lot better than when he came off 
the ice,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “You feel for the guy.” 

Regardless of Kase’s status, one scary hit reminds fans how badly 
Toronto’s top six needs everyone healthy. 

Dubas typically travels with his team to road games but instead sent 
assistant GM Laurance Gilman to Tennessee while he hunkered down in 
a Toronto war room and worked the phones. 

The sticker shock on rentals — never Dubas’s preferred target — is jaw-
dropping this year, and we wonder how much last season’s aggressive 
but ill-fated rentals of Nick Foligno and David Rittich have left the GM 
reluctant to dive into such high-stakes bidding. 

To varying degrees, Dubas at least explored trading for Lindholm, 
Chiarot, Giroux, as well as Josh Manson. 

Darren Dreger reported that Dubas considered a package deal with the 
Blackhawks to bring in Hagel and Vezina-winning goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury but balked at a steep price that would necessitate parting with 
blue-chip prospect Matthew Knies in addition to first-round picks. 

Sometimes the best moves are the ones you don’t make, they say. 

And let’s not forget: Dubas did get a jump on the market by acquiring 
right-shot defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin from Arizona last month in a 
salary-dump deal. Lyubushkin is now playing alongside Morgan Rielly in 
the Leafs’ top pairing. 

Toronto-born Mark Giordano remains a target for the Maple Leafs. Ditto 
Jacob Middleton in San Jose. Will the asking prices come down? Will 
Dubas pay anyway? 

The anticipation thickens. 

“Where our team is at, I think it's overstated,” coach Sheldon Keefe 
counters. “I don't see any sort of tension or anxiety or even discussion 
about it. It's just our guys going about their business and focus on each 
day. I don't think it's a factor here at all.” 

Only time will tell how great a factor it will be. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Campbell skated in Toronto Friday. It’s ambitious to expect him to be a 
full participant in practice this, but this is a positive sign. 

• Keefe on John Tavares tilting the ice and putting up three even-strength 
points during his two-game rip as top-line centre with wingers Marner and 
Michael Bunting: “Maybe something we can go to down the line.” 

• The Leafs made sure to get Wayne Simmonds in the lineup for his 
1,000th game, the ceremony afterward and the Heritage Classic. Since 
then, however, the proud veteran has been scratched for three games 
straight. 

Judging by how the former Predator felt about his only other benching 
this season — Nov. 13 on a back-to-back in Buffalo — we cannot 
imagine this situation sitting well. 

“First time for me in 14 years I’ve been healthy scratched in the regular 
season, so it’s a little bit of a tough pill to swallow,” Simmonds reacted in 
November. “If it’s up to me, I’m playing every night.” 

• Wild stat: Only six NHL defencemen have ever reached the 70-point 
mark in fewer games than Roman Josi (72 points in 59 games played): 
Bobby Orr, Dennis Potvin, Paul Coffey, Brian Leetch, Phil Housley and Al 
MacInnis. 

Josi is the quickest D-man to accomplish the feat since 1992. He added 
three assists Saturday to bring his total to 75 points and could well set a 
franchise record for most points in a Predators season. 

“He's a very unique and special defenceman in terms of what he adds 
offensively,” Keefe says. “As dangerous as anybody in the league.” 

• Random sighting in downtown Nashville: Me and George St-Pierre were 
eating at Shake Shack at the same time. Can only assume he got a 
double. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter's shakeup propels Flames to big win over Canucks 

 

Eric Francis  

 

VANCOUVER -- Apparently, Darryl Sutter can stitch together a new 
lineup as easily as he can one of his farm animals. 

With the depth additions made over the last five weeks, the possibilities 
are now endless for a team that may spend portions of the final 20 
games trying different line combinations. 

The impetus for Saturday’s shakeup revolved around trying to snap out 
of a string that had seen the Calgary Flames shut out in two of their last 
three outings. 

With an eye on avenging a 7-1 loss here three weeks ago, Sutter chose 
to break up his top line, replacing Matthew Tkachuk with Tyler Toffoli. 

It was just the second time this season Johnny Gaudreau and Elias 
Lindholm played with anyone other than Tkachuk. 

Sutter started backup Dan Vladar, threw Mikael Backund between Dillon 
Dube and Tkachuk, while Calle Jarnkrok was with wingers Andrew 
Mangiapane and Blake Coleman. 

And he was comfortable with doing all of it against a Canucks club 
seeking to climb back into a wild card spot. 

It worked. 

Tkachuk and new line find success in Flames' convincing win vs. 
Canucks 
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“We hadn’t had much 5-on-5 scoring lately out of our goal scorers – very 
few chances other than odd-man situations or that sort of thing,” 
reasoned Sutter, following a 5-2 win in which the Flames fired 44 shots 
on net. 

“Just tried to move them around a little and see if we can get something. 

“We’re a team that has to kill plays. If we’re going to try to make fancy 
plays and long plays, that doesn’t work for our team. It’s one of the 
reasons we changed lines up. There’s getting to be too many 70-footers 
and home runs. You’ve got to touch all the bases. Tonight we had more 
guys doing it.” 

Rewarded for a start that saw the Flames hem in and punish a team that 
showed no signs of the desperation required to get back into the playoff 
race, Noah Hanifin, Tkachuk and Rasmus Andersson put the Flames up 
3-0 less than 15 minutes into the night. 
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A fair chunk of locals booed the Canucks off the ice after the opening 
stanza. 

After an early pushback from the hosts to start the second period, 
Lindholm put the game away with his 31st well before the midway mark, 
eventually chasing Thatcher Demko from the game. 

“Trying to get Tyler going again, and Lindy -- see how it looks,” said 
Sutter, who may have spurred on a new T-shirt line one night earlier 
when he boasted he could sew up a cow or horse faster than his club 
was able to stitch up Erik Gudbranson. 

“Mikael and Matthew and Dillon have played together before, so it wasn’t 
like it was fresh for them. 

“I think lines are probably more settled than … ever. 

“When you think about it, other than one game in Carolina, Lindy, Johnny 
and Matthew have played together every game this year. I think 
sometimes you just have to freshen it up a little. They get a little stale.” 

Boudreau talks tough loss to Flames, difficulty returning as a head coach 
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He wouldn’t commit to keeping the lines as is, promising to decide after 
he watches video of the game. 

With the addition of Jarnkrok and Toffoli, Sutter has what every coach 
craves: depth, competition and versatility up front. 

Their arrival gives Sutter the manpower to make moves like these. 

“It’s the only way it’s possible,” he agreed, tipping his cap to Toffoli, who 
made a great play to set up Lindholm’s finish. 

“Who else could you have put on with Lindy and Johnny? When you look 
at it, there’s no one else that can.” 

Experimenting with it all could be the norm down the stretch. 

Or not. 

“We weren’t good enough last game as a team, especially my line,” said 
Tkachuk, who added two assists less than 24 hours after being blanked 
at home by Buffalo 1-0. 

“I think it was good to get a couple different looks today. Something had 
to change after last night’s game. It was probably the worst game of the 
year. It definitely helped in our first period.” 

So did the memory of their humiliation here three weeks earlier. 

“We pretty much got embarrassed that night and it was our last game of 
the regular season here in this rink – we had one more crack at getting 
back at them,” said Tkachuk. 

“I thought especially after the way we played the last time in here it was 
good for our confidence to get a start and get a lead. 

“Hani had a nice goal to get that first one for us, then we had a few shifts 
of sustained pressure that got us two and three. We probably could have 
had more after the first to be honest. It set up the rest of our game.” 

After Johnny Gaudreau’s power-play goal early in the third, the Canucks 
spoiled Vladar’s shutout, scoring twice on the 25 shots they sent his way 
throughout the evening. 

The Flames host San Jose on Tuesday, one day after the NHL trade 
deadline, which may still see Calgary add a seventh or eighth blue-liner 
as playoff insurance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Ducks, Panthers, Bruins and Flyers get in 
Lindholm and Giroux trades 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

Slow down everyone — we have a trade deadline Monday still to get 
through! 

On Saturday night the dam started to break on the rental market, with 
Claude Giroux going to Florida and Hampus Lindholm going to Boston. 
They were two big moves for a couple of Atlantic Division teams 
preparing for hopeful playoff runs. And, in fact, there's still a chance 
these two will meet in the very first round. 

For the Panthers, they moved Owen Tippett, their 2024 first-rounder and 
2023 third-rounder for Giroux, 23-year-old AHLers Connor Bunnaman 
and German Rubtsov and a 2024 fifth-rounder. The Flyers retained 50 
per cent of Giroux's remaining cap hit. 

With all the moves they've made this year and last, Florida now has one 
draft pick in the first two rounds of the next three drafts and has firmly 
declared its high expectations for this team. There's a cap window for the 
Panthers to go for it right now, with Sam Reinhart's $6.5 million still the 
highest cap hit among all their forwards. Aleksander Barkov's $10 million 
AAV kicks in next season, and Jonathan Huberdeau will be in line for a 
big raise of his own in 2023-24. 

Pedal to the metal. 

In Boston, Lindholm has an expiring contract, but early indications are 
that the Bruins hope to lock him in to a long-term deal. They gave up 
Urho Vaakanainen, veteran AHL defenceman John Moore, a 2022 first-
round draft pick, a 2023 second-round draft pick and a 2024 second-
round draft pick for AHLer Kodie Curran and Lindholm, and the Ducks 
retained 50 per cent of his remaining salary. 

Boston has been one of the NHL's best teams over the past few weeks, 
with a strong team defence that tends to translate to playoff success. 
Sitting fourth in the Atlantic and in a wild card spot, it will be a tough road 
out of the East for any team and Boston isn't shrinking from that 
challenge. 

Who knows how many more runs they'll have with Patrice Bergeron 
around, and Brad Marchand isn't getting any younger either. So, Boston 
took the best available rental blueliner off the market. 

Here is a look at the main players — the NHLers and top prospects — 
involved in the two deals. 

TO FLORIDA: CLAUDE GIROUX 

The Florida Panthers have spent a ton of assets on this team and the 
acquisition of Giroux may be the final piece to it. Certainly the final major 
piece. 

Already without their first-rounders in 2022 and 2023 due to other deals, 
the Panthers moved out their 2024 first in this deal, along with prospect 
Owen Tippett who they chose 10th overall in 2017. More on him later. 

Florida has the best offence in the league and is the only team averaging 
over four goals per game. Its top MVP candidate, Jonathan Huberdeau, 
has 86 points in 62 games from the second line. Sam Reinhart is scoring 
over a point per game from the third. Aleksander Barkov, one of the top 
two-way centres in the game pivots the top unit. 

So, ya — why not add yet another scorer I guess. This is what "all-in" 
really looks like. 

Giroux, a rental, is a distributor and still an excellent playmaker at 34 
years old. He was second on the Flyers with 24 assists this season, with 
a heavy impact on the power play especially. 
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On a really bad Flyers team this year, Giroux was still leaned on as the 
go-to playmaker and managed to mostly tilt play in the right direction 
when he was on the ice. The Flyers controlled over 53 per cent of the 5-
on-5 shots when he was out there and his 54.55 on-ice goals for 
percentage was one of the best marks on the team. 

Giroux's most likely starting point in Florida is as the right winger on the 
top line next to Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe. The Panthers will find 
some way to get him on one of the two power-play units — and they 
have an almost endless amount of combinations to consider there. 

Aside from his specific offensive contributions, Giroux is excellent in the 
faceoff dot on either side and has won over 60 per cent of his draws this 
season. In the defensive zone he's won over 63 per cent of his faceoffs. 
For those key end zone draws at a critical point in a playoff game, don't 
be surprised if Giroux gets tapped. Barkov is good on the draw himself, 
but is nearly 10 percentage points worse than Giroux in the D zone this 
season. 

At his age, Giroux's probably a better fit as a complementary star and 
that's exactly what he'll be on an absolutely stacked Panthers squad. 

The Panthers are looking at the possibility of running a top-three-line unit 
of Verhaeghe-Barkov-Giroux, Huberdeau-Bennett-Duclair, Marchment-
Lundell-Reinhart. Disgustingly loaded. 

Scout's Analysis from Jason Bukala: 

The Florida Panthers get a proven leader who continues to produce 
offence, but brings much more to the team overall.  

A crafty playmaker on the PP. He sees the ice exceptionally well. His 
ability to identify openings in the offensive zone is elite.  

His transition game remains intact. Between the blue lines with the puck 
on his stick he surveys the entire ice and adjusts his speed accordingly. 
At times he will get the edge off the rush. Other times he will slow down 
and distribute pucks that lead to scoring chances.  

What's, maybe, most important to recognize is his contribution in subtle 
areas of the game. One of the top face-off men in the league, he has won 
over 60 per cent of his draws this season. He takes key face-offs in his 
zone at even strength and on the PK. When the team needs to win a 
draw, leading to control of the play in any zone, he shines in the role. 

It will be difficult for opponents to check all the forwards that Florida can 
deploy offensively. Expect him to produce even more than he did in 
Philadelphia, but also expect the Panthers' overall team game at even 
strength and on the PK to improve with this addition.  

TO BOSTON: HAMPUS LINDHOLM 

A defensively responsible player to lock down Boston's top unit, or 
strengthen its second pair? Check. 

Lindholm's underlying numbers perhaps don't shine as bright as they 
used to, but that could have much more to do with the deteriorating roster 
and situation around him in Anaheim than any sort of decline in his 
effectiveness. 

First thing to know is that Lindholm has a bit of an edge and is great at 
stopping an oncoming attack at the blue line. On the boards, he's a tough 
battler, using his 6-foot-4, 215-pound frame to wear on opponents. He's 
not going to pile up numbers in the "hits" category -- his is more of a 
smart game, playing angles well and forcing players to the outside to 
snuff out options and engaging in puck battles. Lindholm is exactly one of 
those players you want on the ice in key shutdown moments when a 
playoff game is on the line. 

A left shot, he would seem to be the ideal partner for Charlie McAvoy. 

Lindholm won't be your primary offensive weapon from the blue line, but 
his offensive impact is not to be underestimated either. He makes a great 
first pass out of his zone, which extends his defensive impact and puts 
his team on the attack. 

But don't take my word for it. Kevin Bieksa was Lindholm's defence 
partner for a time and knows the player well. 

"Great breakout passes, hangs in there to the last minute," Bieksa said 
on Hockey Night in Canada. "He's a big guy, 6-foot-2 he's 210-215 
pounds, he tries to stay as lean as he can because he wants to be quick 
and get up and down the ice, but he's not your typical Swedish 
defenceman. He plays with a nastiness. His greatest asset is his 
competitiveness and puck battles. He's a guy who can just munch 
minutes. He can play on the power play if you need him but he'll definitely 
be a first penalty killer. He'll be on the ice at the end of the game if they 
have a one-goal lead." 

The beauty here, too, is that it seems Lindholm won't just be a rental for 
the Bruins, but a long-term solution on their blue line. The price of 
acquisition (2022 first-round pick, second-round picks in 2023 and 2024, 
Urho Vaakanainen and John Moore) was probably already worth it as a 
rental given what the defence market has looked like, but if he's going to 
be around for a while this is a runaway victory for Boston. 

Prior to the trade, Boston had the second-lowest shots-against per game 
average, and fifth-best goals-against average. Over the past two months, 
the Bruins have the NHL's fifth-best points percentage, trailing only 
Florida and Carolina in the East. They're making a very strong push for a 
top-three spot in the Atlantic and now they've added the best defensive 
defenceman rental on the market. 

Florida added Ben Chiarot and Claude Giroux. Tampa added Brandon 
Hagel. The Bruins now have Lindholm. Your move Toronto. 

Scout's Analysis from Jason Bukala: 

Fantastic addition for the Bruins. Teams in the Atlantic Division continue 
to add big names to their already deep lineups. 

The Bruins get a top pairing, left-shot D who has the ability to play 
upwards of 25 minutes per night in all situations. An active defender who 
is very quick to space. He identifies very well in his zone. His read/react 
game is solid. He won't punish opponents physically, but he will lean on 
them and never quits on a play. He gaps up well and intercepts zone 
entries.  

A capable puck mover, he will add to the Bruins power play. At even 
strength, he will join the rush to add an extra layer going on offence. The 
Bruins defence core has improved immensely with this addition to their 
group.  

TO ANAHEIM: URHO VAAKANAINEN 

The 18th overall pick in 2017, Vaakanainen played for Finland at the 
WJC three times, winning gold in 2019. He first came to North America in 
the 2018-19 season, but has not been able to crack Boston's lineup as a 
regular. He has played 31 NHL games total and most of those (15) have 
come this season. He has no goals and six assists. With the upside to be 
a defensive defenceman, Vaakanainen will be given every opportunity to 
try and crack Anaheim's lineup on the regular and we'll find out if it was 
just a depth chart situation in Boston holding him back, or if it was 
something more. 

At 23 years old, it's about time for him to make it or break it. 

Prospect analysis from Sam Cosentino: 

Vaakanainen plays with no discernible identity. He surely doesn’t 
produce enough to be considered an offensive defenceman. He has 
decent size, but is not considered someone who’s overly physical. He 
doesn’t have a reputation for being nasty to play against. He can defend 
decently because he has reach and an understanding of where he must 
be in his own zone. He can be an effective puck mover, but probably not 
someone you would count on to run a power play.   

Assuming he steps right into a regular spot in Anaheim’s bottom pairing, 
it will be interesting to see if he evolves into something more than the up-
and-down defenceman he’s been to this point. This can happen if he puts 
offence aside, concentrates on simple-yet-efficient puck moving and 
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adding a layer of nastiness to his game. At 23, we’re at the point in his 
development where he’s a relatively known commodity. One thing he has 
going for him is Anaheim’s organizational ability to draft excellent 
defencemen. Think Cam Fowler, Josh Manson, Hampus Lindholm and 
more recently Jamie Drysdale.  Maybe its staff saw something Boston 
didn’t. When going back through my notes, he may have had some false 
added value as a player who paired with Miro Heiskanen during the 2017 
under-18 worlds. 

TO PHILADELPHIA: OWEN TIPPETT 

Prospect analysis from Sam Cosentino: 

Tippet is a shoot-first player. He skates well, is sturdy on his skates and 
is an effective puck protector. He did get a few sniffs early in his career 
before Florida’s previous management group decided it would be best to 
have him settle in the AHL to learn the finer points of the game, 
improving on his defensive game and his play away from the puck. His 
shot and release are better than NHL average.  He has the size and 
skating ability to drive the net, and he can score from distance. I’m sure 
Philadelphia would like to see his game move to the middle of the ice, 
between the dots.  

He wasn’t going to get a shot playing in Florida’s top six, and he has to 
play there if he’s going to be an impact player. Tippett would be wise to 
watch clips of Toronto’s Auston Matthews, who has taken his many 
offensive gifts and applied them to his defensive game. He has great 
hands that work well in tight, but he has to get there more often. His 
natural goal-scoring ability is a rare commodity. It was definitely time for a 
change of scenery and time to move to a place where he can play 
consistently in the top six. Tippett will never be lauded for his 200-foot 
game, but play away from the puck has been his biggest challenge 
dating back to his days in Mississauga as a junior. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Eichel returns for Golden Knights vs. Kings after blocking 
shot with hand 

 

David Morassutti 

 

Vegas Golden Knights centre Jack Eichel is in the lineup for Saturday's 
game against the Los Angeles Kings. 

Eichel left Thursday's game against the Florida Panthers after blocking a 
shot from defenceman MacKenzie Weegar off his right hand. Although 
Eichel was able to finish the second period, but he was ruled out for the 
final frame. 

Eichel took part in Saturday's warmup after there was concern about his 
status going into the game as they were waiting for test results to come 
in. Vegas has been without several players, including starting goaltender 
Robin Lehner, Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, Reilly Smith, Ben Hutton, 
Nicolas Hague, Alex Martinez and Brayden McNabb. 

The 25-year-old Eichel has five goals and 10 points in 15 games with 
Vegas this season since arriving in a blockbuster trade from the Buffalo 
Sabres for Alex Tuch, Peyton Krebs and a pair of draft picks and 
recovering from neck surgery. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs look to avoid letdown as beast-mode Matthews returns 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Bridgestone Arena in 
Nashville on Saturday.  

Does Sheldon Keefe expect Auston Matthews to be back in beast mode 
tonight?  

"That's how he is most days so, yeah, I would expect it to be the case," 
the coach said.  

The Leafs get their leading scorer back from suspension in Nashville. 
Matthews is anticipating some rust after missing a pair of games, but 
teammates know better than to doubt the 45-goal man. 

"He's always aggressive, intense and effective for us so we're expecting 
more of the same," said defenceman Justin Holl.  

"I'm sure he's excited to get back," said linemate Mitch Marner. "No one 
likes sitting out, especially for what he had to sit out for ... I'm sure it won't 
take him long to get back into game shape." 

The Leafs produced two of their most impressive performances of the 
season with Matthews sidelined this week. A 4-0 win over the playoff-
pushing Stars on Tuesday was followed up by a 3-2 win over the 
Stanley-Cup-contending Hurricanes on Thursday.  

"We have to be proud of the efforts that we've put forth in the last couple 
games," said Keefe, "both in getting leads against good teams and then 
securing those leads and playing defensive hockey through the third 
periods of those games and also converting those defensive efforts into 
offensive opportunities. We have to enjoy that process and we have to 
enjoy the fact that we committed defensively, we committed physically 
and that's just got to be who we are down the stretch. 

"You're in the final stretch of the regular season. You're preparing 
yourself for the playoffs and what's ahead. No matter who's in or out of 
the lineup that should be who we are and what we look like and what we 
prioritize. With Auston coming in today it does change the dynamic of our 
team, no doubt, but who we are and what we're about should be the 
same no matter what. I'm looking forward to seeing our guys get out and 
replicate the effort we had on home ice the last couple nights." 

Erik Kallgren will make a third straight start on Saturday. The 25-year-old 
Swede has brought stability to Toronto's crease, but the players are also 
doing a better job locking things down in front of the net.  

"We're working," Marner said after Thursday's win. "We're being 
competitive on pucks. We're not sitting back and playing just a defensive 
game. We're still up in people's face and getting on the forecheck quickly 
and playing quick with the puck."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews back in usual spot, but will he be his usual 
self? 

Auston Matthews will return to the Maple Leafs lineup on Saturday after 
serving his two game suspension. Mark Masters has more on why 
Matthews will return to his regular line, after John Tavares found success 
filling in between Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting. 

--- 

Travis Dermott returns to the lineup after sitting out three straight games 
as a healthy scratch. The 25-year-old was hoping to compete for a top-
four role this season, but instead has been pushed down the depth chart 
even though he is an option to play the left or right side. 

"It's been hard, obviously," said Holl. "He's handled it really well. I know 
from experience, it's not fun being out of the lineup. He's a really good 
hockey player and he obviously wants to play every night." 

Dermott has played fewer games (42) than both Timothy Liljegren (44) 
and Rasmus Sandin (50), who are in their first full NHL seasons.   
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"He's done a great job of just kind of staying the same guy through it," 
said Marner. "He's a great guy to have around with his attitude." 

Dermott is averaging 14 minutes and 46 seconds of ice time per game, 
which ranks eighth among Toronto's defencemen.  

"This most recent stretch that he's had, while Sandin was out [due to 
illness] for a while there and he was playing regularly, that's as good as 
he's played all season," said Keefe. "We made a decision to get Sandy 
back involved and wanted to give Sandin and Liljegren a good run there."  

Dermott replaced Liljegren on the third pair during Friday's practice. 

"We've had basically seven defencemen all season and we've tried to 
remain committed to keeping guys involved and not have people sit for 
too long," Keefe said. "Dermott has been in that mix all season and that 
is part of why he goes back in today. We think he's done a good job and 
he's a capable player for us." 

Despite being requested by the media the last two days, Dermott has not 
been made available for an interview. With the deadline looming, there 
has been speculation that the Newmarket, Ont. native may be moved. 
Dermott is No. 40 on TSN's latest trade bait board. Liljegren, the only 
other Leaf on the list, is No. 48.  

Dermott, Toronto's second-round selection (34th overall) in 2015, signed 
a two-year extension ($1.5-million cap hit) with his hometown team last 
summer.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Dermott draws in as deadline looms 

With the Trade Deadline on Monday, and Travis Dermott's name popping 
up in rumours, head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about how well the 
young d-man has handled adversity so far this year. Mark Masters has 
more on Dermott, who gets back into the line up against the Nashville 
Predators. 

--- 

Saturday will be Toronto's final game before the deadline, but the coach 
doesn't feel like it's been a distraction. 

"Every team is different," said Keefe. "There's probably a number of 
teams in the league that know they're losing guys and unloading guys. 
That's a different situation. Where our team is at, I think it's overstated. I 
don't see any sort of tension or anxiety or even discussion about it. I don't 
think it's a factor at all." 

General manager Kyle Dubas has remained in Toronto this weekend. 
What message would it send if he made a move to bolster the group?  

"It means that he thinks of our team highly," said Marner. "But, at the 
same time, we already think of our team highly." 

Assistant general manager Laurence Gilman is the only member of 
Toronto's management team on this trip. 

Matthews not sure what to expect at deadline: 'It's always a weird time' 

The Maple Leafs will play their final game before the Trade Deadline 
when they take on the Nashville Predators on Saturday, and with 
rumours swirling the players are doing their best to tune out the noise. 
Auston Matthews says "it's always a weird time" while head coach 
Sheldon Keefe believes with the status of his club as a buyer, rather than 
a seller, that it should be business as usual for his players. 

--- 

Holl has been wearing a bubble since taking a stick to the face in 
Sunday's Heritage Classic. 

"It might be a broken nose," he said. "I got hit on the tip, but then the 
bridge swelled up heavily so that's why I thought it might be broken, but I 
don't know. Either way, it doesn't really matter because I'll play 
regardless with an injury like that." 

Holl is scheduled to see a specialist in the next few days to get a better 
sense of the injury.  

What's it like wearing the bubble?  

"It's not too bad," Holl said. "I don't really notice it when I'm out there. I 
was telling some of the guys today, the worst part is yelling and talking 
because it feels like it just reverberates inside." 

It's not a new sensation.  

"He said he's had one pretty much every year," noted partner T.J. Brodie. 
"He's used to it by now, especially after college."  

"I don't know what the deal is," the University of Minnesota product said 
with a smile. "Once a year I end up in the bubble. Somehow I get hit in 
the face a lot. I try and think about it, 'What am I doing wrong to put 
myself in these situations?' But I don't know." 

The added facial protection certainly hasn't hurt Holl's play. He continues 
to provide responsible minutes alongside Brodie.  

"They are both good players," Keefe said earlier this week. "They are 
both good defenders. Brodie has been moved back to his strong [left] 
side. That has really helped with the lefty-righty thing. Puck distribution, 
making plays and things like that become a little bit easier. Hollsy has 
defended really well and has been physical. It has been a good, 
responsible pair. Brodie tends to have that effect on guys that he plays 
with. It has been nice. Really from the time they got put together in their 
first game, they seemed to do a good job and they have continued with 
it." 

    Justin Holl wearing a bubble pic.twitter.com/tJjcVBmGGm 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 15, 2022 

---  

Projected lineup for Saturday's game in Nashville: 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Kase 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Clifford - Kerfoot - Spezza  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott  

Kallgren starts  

Mrazek   
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