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Carolina Hurricanes offense sputters again as Georgiev, Rangers shout out Carolina, 2-0 

By Chip Alexander 

For some NHL players, the final days leading up to the NHL 
deadline can be stressful. 

One stress reducer: Play a game, get their minds off it. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a game Sunday, a day before 
the deadline, but it may not have eased their stress level a 
lot. The Rangers took a 2-0 victory behind goalie Alexandar 
Georgiev’s 44 saves as the Canes lost a fourth straight 
game. 

Both teams had their chances in the first 40 minutes and the 
only goal was a redirection by the Rangers’ Chris Kreider 
with 4:21 left in the second. It was Kreider’s 41st of what has 
been a special career season and came on the Rangers’ 
eighth shot of the game. 

The Canes (41-15-6), who had defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
return from injury, came out with a strong push in the third, 
getting some long forechecking shifts and attacking the net. 
They had heavy shots and tipped shots and shots that were 
near-misses. They pulled goalie Frederik Andersen with 1:45 
left in regulation, looking to get one past Georgiev. 

But Georgiev remained calm in net, making all the stops in 
his first shutout of the season. Frank Vatrano had a late 
empty-net goal with 42 seconds left to seal it as the The 
Rangers (40-18-5) followed up a big road win Saturday at 
Tampa Bay — Igor Shesterkin in net — with another and 
have the salary cap space to add more players on Monday. 

“That was probably one of our better games all year,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Their goalie played great and 
that’s the end of story. I don’t know what else we could have 
done other than put pucks in net. Everything that we wanted 
to do, for the most part we did and didn’t get rewarded 
tonight. It’s tough. I know everyone is down because we 
basically played in their end the whole game. 

“We can’t change what we’re doing. Can we get better? Of 
course. But overall, walking out of here, you should win that 
game 99 times out of a hundred.” 

The Canes had almost a 100 chances to score: 44 shots on 
goal, 27 missed shots and 23 shots that were blocked. That’s 

94 total attempts, and NaturalStatTrick.com had Carolina 
with 20 high-danger chances. 

Unable to score, the Canes had their home-ice point streak 
end (12-0-2) end after 14 games. 

The biggest trade news of the day before the deadline had 
the Toronto Maple Leafs acquiring defenseman Mark 
Giordano. Tampa Bay added forward Nick Paul from Ottawa 
and the Florida Panthers, who are loading up, also added 
another defenseman, Robert Hagg from Buffalo. 

The news wasn’t all good for the Panthers, the Atlantic 
Division leaders. There was talk of star defenseman Aaron 
Ekblad possibly being placed on Long Term Injured Reserve 
(LTIR) until the playoffs. 

The general feeling around the Canes on Sunday was that 
little might be done Monday. But president and general 
manager Don Waddell was said to be on the phone most of 
the day, doing his due diligence. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal said the team’s recent scoring 
woes can be handled by the players already in the room. 

“I can’t say I’ve been on a team that hasn’t had dry spells 
during a season,” Staal said. “The goals will come. We’ve got 
to find a way to get over the hump and mentally be tougher 
and continue to push through it.” 

With Nino Niederreiter serving a one-game suspension for a 
slashing incident Friday against the Washington Capitals, 
and forward Jordan Martinook out with a lower-body injury, 
the Canes had a lineup of seven forwards and 11 
defensemen Sunday. 

DeAngelo, sidelined 11 games, last played Feb. 21 at 
Philadelphia, when he said he injured himself getting off a 
hard slapshot from near the blue line -- “Some discomfort in 
my midsection,” he said Sunday of the injury. 

The Canes’ power play operated smoother Sunday with 
DeAngelo back quarterbacking the top unit but Carolina was 
0-3 with the man advantage. 

“These are tough losses but we’ve got a good group in here 
and I love the way they play,” Brind’Amour said. “They give 
everything they have. That’s all a coach can ask.” 
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‘Goals will come’: Hurricanes shoot often, can’t score in dropping 4th straight 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes had what coach Rod 
Brind’Amour called “one of our better games all year.” 

It didn’t matter, at least not on the scoreboard 

Chris Kreider broke a scoreless tie with under five minutes 
left in the second period and the Hurricanes couldn’t get any 
of their 44 shots past Rangers backup goalie Alexandar 
Georgiev in a 2-0 loss Sunday In front of a sellout crowd at 
PNC Arena. 

The loss pushed Carolina’s winless streak to a season-long 
four games. 

“I know you guys are gonna write four losses in a row,” 
Brind’Amour said after the loss. “Go ahead. But three of 
those four games I would take all day long.” 

The slump — both in the win-loss column and on the 
scoresheet — also comes as the NHL’s trade deadline 
looms. Many of the Eastern Conference’s other top 
contenders — the Panthers, Lightning, Maple Leafs, Bruins 
and Rangers — have already made moves to bolster their 
lineup. New York’s lone addition so far, Frank Vatrano, 
sealed the game with an empty-net goal with 42 seconds 
remaining. 

Carolina’s inability to score (18 goals in the last nine games) 
has many wondering if the team will look for reinforcements 
before Monday’s 3 p.m. deadline. The players seem to 
believe the team has enough firepower. 

“Yes,” Sebastian Aho curtly answered when asked if the 
answers to Carolina’s scoring woes are already in the room. 

Captain Jordan Staal agreed, though with more detail. 

“Yeah, I would say so,” he said. “Can’t say I’ve been on a 
team that hasn’t gone through dry spells throughout a 
season. We’ve had a few games where we’ve really 
controlled and outshot teams. The goals will come.” 

The only one that came against a goalie for either team 
Sunday was Kreider’s 41st of the season, a redirection of a 
Jacob Trouba shot that got past Frederik Andersen (16 
saves) at 15:39 of the second period. 

It was also one of the few chances the Rangers had all night. 
On top of the shot disparity, the high-danger scoring chances 
favored the Hurricanes 17-6 at 5-on-5, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. Carolina finished with 94 total shot 
attempts to New York’s 36. 

But Georgiev — who himself has been the subject of trade 
rumors since starter Igor Shesterkin is the runaway favorite 
for the Vezina Trophy — became the latest goalie to stymie 
the Hurricanes’ attack, becoming the fourth different goalie in 
Rangers’ history to have a 40-save shutout win. 

“Their goalie played great, that’s the end of story,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know what else we could’ve done 
other than put pucks in the net. Everything we wanted to do, 
for the most part, we did. Just didn’t get rewarded tonight.” 

The Hurricanes hit the post at least twice — once by Vincent 
Trocheck and later by Martin Necas — and several attempts 
seemed to slide just inches wide of the net. 

“It’s been kind of the story lately for our team. I like the effort. 
We battled hard — so many chances. We know and we 
believe it’s going to turn our way and we’re going to get the 
bounces. But yep, we’ve gotta be better on those chances.” 

Notes: Necas had 13 shot attempts, including six on net, but 
misfired on a handful of scoring chances. … Carolina’s 
power play went 0 for 3. … Tony DeAngelo returned to the 
lineup and played 17:38 against his old team, finishing with 
two shots on goal and seven attempts. … The Hurricanes 
played with 11 forwards and seven defensemen because of 
the return of DeAngelo and the absence of Jordan Martinook 
(injury) and Nino Niederreiter (one-game suspension). … 
Aho played a team-high 20:35. 
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Recap: Canes Can't Crack Georgiev, Fall 2-0 

New York netminder makes 44 saves in shutout victory 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - For just the third time this season the 
Carolina Hurricanes were held off the scoreboard Sunday, 
shut out by Alexandar Georgiev and the New York Rangers, 
2-0.  

Three Things: 

1) Sometimes It's Like That 

The Canes finished the game having won the shots 
advantage 44-18. Final shot attempts were 94-36. 

The offense's generation was much more noticeable than it 
had been in recent games as well. 

However, what trumped all was the impressive netminder 
performance of Georgiev. 

Dialed in from the get-go, the 26-year-old netminder faced a 
barrage of shots all evening long, turning away 14, 15 and 15 
over the course of each period en route to his first shutout of 
the season. 

2) Welcome Back, Tony DeAngelo  

After missing 11 games due to a core injury, the right-handed 
defenseman made his long-awaited return to the lineup 
against his former team. 

Quarterbacking the top power play unit once again, there 
was an added level to the man advantage unit, as they 
moved the puck well and utilized fresh looks. 

While it was to no avail, it was still a welcomed sight, as #77 
paces all Canes defenders with 40 points in 44 games. 

3) On To The Next One 

As Rod Brind'Amour often says, as soon as the game ends, 
you flush it and move on.  

The Canes now flip their attention to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, who come to town on Tuesday night as one of 20 
games in the next 39 days. 

They Said It: 

Sebastian Aho's opening thoughts, post-game: 

"Gotta give [Georgiev] credit, he played a great game. We 
had too many good chances to not score. That's on us. 
We've got to be more efficient when we have the puck on our 
tape, including me. We have to find a way to produce in 
games like this. It's kind of been a story for our team lately. I 
like the effort, we battled hard. We had so many chances. 
We know and we believe that it's going to turn our way. 
We're going to get our bounces. We just have to better about 
those chances." 

Jordan Staal on what team's do learn about themselves in 
situations like this: 

"It shows our belief in what we're doing. We've heard Rod 
say it plenty of times, when it's not going in, guys start to 
stray. I thought we stuck to our game and tonight it didn't 
work out, but it's a game that's going to help us win. Guys 
believe in it and we're going to continue to build on it. We'll 
learn from it and move forward from here." 

Rod Brind'Amour on how to keep the room optimistic when 
the team is going through a stretch like this: 

"That's the hard part, because everyone is working so hard. 
You should be rewarded more for that. I think it will work 
itself out as we keep going. We can't change what we're 
doing. Can we get better? Of course. We can get better on 
faceoffs, we can be better on the power play, and I thought 
we had some good looks tonight on the power play, but we 
also gave up a [shorthanded] breakaway and you don't want 
to be doing that type of stuff. There's things within the game 
we want to tighten up, but walking out of here we should win 
that game, 99 times out of 100." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Monday at noon at 
PNC Arena. The NHL's Trade Deadline is also tomorrow at 3 
p.m. 

Bonus Notes: 

 The Canes 14-game home point streak came to a 
close with the regulation loss. 

 Despite having seven defensemen in the lineup, 
Sebastian Aho led all Hurricanes with 20:35 played. 

 Ian Cole led the way with three blocks. 
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Georgiev makes season-high 44 saves, Rangers shut out Hurricanes 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Alexandar Georgiev made a season-high 
44 saves, and the New York Rangers ended the Carolina 
Hurricanes' 14-game home point streak with a 2-0 win at 
PNC Arena on Sunday. 

"It felt pretty great," Georgiev said. "It's been a long time 
since I've had a game like that, where it's been not a lot of 
goals in a tight game until the end. I tried to enjoy that and be 
in the moment." 

Chris Kreider scored his 41st goal of the season for the 
Rangers (40-18-5), who have won four of five, including 2-1 
at the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday. 

"We're lucky today," New York coach Gerard Gallant said. 
"I'd like to say we came in here and played a great game, but 
last night was a great game. Tonight was a great goaltender 
who was unbelievable. We were a tired hockey team. They 
were all over us. They dominated, but we found a way to get 
two points." 

Frederik Andersen made 16 saves for the Hurricanes (41-15-
6), who have lost a season-high four in a row (0-3-1). 

"That was probably one of our better games all year," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Their goalie played 
great. That's end of story. Everything we wanted to do, for 
the most part, we did. We just didn't get rewarded tonight. 

"Everyone is working so hard, and you should be rewarded 
more for that. I think it will work itself out as we keep going, 
but you can't change what we're doing." 

Kreider gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 15:39 of the second 
period when he redirected Jacob Trouba's shot from the left 
point. 

Frank Vatrano scored an empty-net goal with 42 seconds 
remaining in the third period for the 2-0 final. It was his first 
point in three games since being acquired in a trade with the 
Florida Panthers on Wednesday. 

"That room is a bunch of will and knowing what it takes to 
win," Vatrano said. "I've paid close attention to them and 
played against them a bunch. They're a hard team to play 
against. They have a great mix of everyone in this lineup. I'm 
happy to be here and be a part of it and help this team win." 

Carolina outshot New York 14-3 in the first period, and the 
Rangers' minus-26 shot differential was their second largest 
of the season. 

"Today was probably one of my worst days on the bench," 
Gallant said. "I'm trying to push. In my mind, I know they're 
tired, but I'm not going to give in. It was 60 minutes, and 
that's their job. I love our guys. We competed hard, but there 
wasn't a lot in the tank today." 

NOTES: The 44 saves were the second most in a shutout in 
Rangers history. Henrik Lundqvist made 45 saves in a 1-0 
shootout loss to the New Jersey Devils on Jan. 12, 2010. … 
Kreider is tied with the Leon Draisaitl of the Edmonton Oilers 
for second in the NHL in goals behind Auston Matthews of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs (46). … The Rangers were outshot 
by the Panthers 45-18 in a 4-3 win on Nov. 8. … The 
Hurricanes were 12-0-2 in their past 14 home games, one 
shy of their record (14-0-1 from Dec. 13, 2005-Jan. 28, 
2006). … Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo was minus-1 
with two shots in 17:38 of ice time after missing 11 games 
with a lower-body injury. … The Hurricanes power play was 
0-for-3 and is 0-for-15 in their past six games. … New York's 
streak of five games with a power-play goal ended (0-for-2). 
… Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter did not play. He was 
serving his one-game suspension for slashing Washington 
Capitals forward Axel Jonsson-Fjallby on Friday. 
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CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Jordan Martinook will be out "at least a couple of weeks" for 
the Hurricanes with a lower-body injury, coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said Sunday. 

The forward left in the third period of a 3-2 loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday; he did not play in a 4-3 
shootout loss to the Washington Capitals on Friday. 

Martinook has scored 10 points (three goals, seven assists) 
in 44 games this season. 

"It's definitely worse than we had hoped for on that front," 
Brind'Amour said of the injury. "He'll be back, so that's good." 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo returned to the lineup against 
the New York Rangers on Sunday after missing 11 games 
with a lower-body injury. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS 

Owen Tippett made his debut for the Flyers in a 2-1 win 
against the New York Islanders on Sunday. 

The forward was acquired in a trade that sent forward 
Claude Giroux to the Florida Panthers on Saturday. 
Philadelphia also received a first-round pick in the 2024 NHL 
Draft or 2025 NHL Draft, and a third-round pick in the 2023 
NHL Draft; Florida also received forward prospects Connor 
Bunnaman and German Rubtsov, and a fifth-round pick in 
the 2024 draft.  

Tippett played on a line with center Morgan Frost and left 
wing Oskar Lindblom. He had two shots on goal in 14:38 of 
ice time. 

"When you can jump right into things, it can take your mind 
off things," Tippett said after the game. "You're getting to 
play another hockey game, although it's a different team. I 
think, obviously, like you said, having a practice might have 
made me think a little more about playing. But jumping right 
into it was great." 

Tippett has scored 14 points (six goals, eight assists) in 43 
games this season. The 23-year-old scored four points (two 
goals, two assists) in his past 25 games, including one goal 
in his past nine. 

"[The Flyers] were really welcoming. As soon as I walked in 
the room, I felt welcomed and they were great on the ice, 
helping me with little plays and where to be, especially 
Morgan. He's been great. Just playing on teams before and 
playing against each other, it's a great familiar face walking 
in."  -- Wes Crosby 

BOSTON BRUINS 

Patrice Bergeron will miss his third straight game when the 
Bruins play at the Montreal Canadiens on Monday (7 p.m. 
ET; NHLN, SN, RDS, NESN, NHL LIVE). 

"He was in today, will not travel," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said Sunday. "So he's out for Montreal. [Will] be 
reevaluated later in the week. I'd put him as a possibility [for] 
the home game Thursday (against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning), but it's not for sure." 

Bergeron scored Tuesday in a 2-1 overtime win at the 
Chicago Blackhawks but did not travel for their game at the 
Minnesota Wild on Wednesday. Cassidy said the injury was 
related to a previous arm injury. 

Bergeron has scored 45 points (17 goals, 28 assists) in 56 
games this season 

Forward Jack Studnicka could miss the game Monday.  

"He blocked a shot in Winnipeg (on Friday)," Cassidy said. 
"So, tried it today and was uncomfortable out there. … "I 
think he will (travel). I've got to go find out. I'm assuming he 
will come with us, unless they've ruled him out which they 
haven't told me yet." -- Amalie Benjamin 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Mark Friedman agreed to a two-year, $1.55 million contract 
with the Penguins on Sunday. It has an average annual 
value of $775,000.  

The 26-year-old defenseman could have become an 
unrestricted free agent after this season. 

"Friedman is an impactful defenseman who has strong 
offensive instincts and plays with an edge," Penguins 
general manager Ron Hextall said. "He's added depth to our 
defense corps and we are excited to see his continued 
development over the next two years."  

Hextall selected Friedman in the third round (No. 86) of the 
2014 NHL Draft as the Philadelphia Flyers general manager. 
Pittsburgh claimed Friedman off waivers from Philadelphia 
on Feb. 24, 2021. 

Friedman has played in eight of Pittsburgh's past 10 games 
after playing in one game from Nov. 14-Feb. 25. He has 
scored an NHL career-high five points (one goal, four 
assists) in 20 games this season.  

Friedman has scored nine points (three goals, six assists) in 
36 NHL games. -- Wes Crosby 
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Georgiev makes 44 saves as Rangers blank Hurricanes 2-0 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alexandar Georgiev made a season-
high 44 saves for his seventh career shutout, Chris Krieder 
broke a scoreless tie late in the second period and the New 
York Rangers beat the Carolina Hurricanes 2-0 on Sunday 
night. 

It was the first shutout for Georgiev since beating 
Philadelphia 9-0 on March 17, 2021.  

“It has been a long time since I had a game like that, where it 
has been not a lot of goals,” Georgiev said. 

Georgiev, who played for just the second time in New York’s 
last five games, picked up his first road victory since Jan. 8 
at Anaheim. 

He was tested by at least 14 shots in each period. 

“They shoot a lot of pucks,” Georgiev said. “The first period 
was important to keep them at zero. ... It’s a team shutout, 
for sure.” 

Frank Vatrano added an empty-net goal with 41.3 seconds to 
play to clinch it for the Rangers. 

Combined with a winning goal in the final minute Saturday 
night at Tampa Bay, it was quite a 24-hour span for the 
Rangers. 

“I think we showed we have to it takes to win,” Vatrano said. 

The loss sent the Hurricanes to their first four-game losing 
streak of the season (0-3-1). It also marked the end to a 14-
game home-ice points streak, one shy of a franchise record. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 16 shots for the Hurricanes, who 
were blanked for the third time this season. 

“We had too many good chances to not score,” Hurricanes 
center Sebastian Aho said. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said his team played well 
enough to win three of the last four games. That was 
especially the case Sunday. 

“That was probably one of our better games all year,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Their goalie played great, and that’s end 
of story.” 

The Rangers have won four of their last five games. This 
latest success was a struggle. 

“We were lucky,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “We were a 
tired hockey team. They were all over us. They dominated, 
but we found a way to get two points.” 

Kreider notched his team-high 41st goal at 16:39 of the 
second period on a redirection from Jacob Trouba’s delivery. 
He has scored in three of the last four games and has seven 
goals in 10 games in March. 

The Rangers only had 10 shots through two periods, while 
the Hurricanes put the puck on net 29 times without scoring. 

GLAD TO HAVE YOU 

Vatrano was in his third game with the Rangers since a trade 
from the Florida Panthers. The goal was his first point with 
the new team. 

“They all count, right?” he said of the empty-netter. “I’ll take 
it. ... I’m glad I could seal the deal for the boys.” 

ROAD TO SUCCESS 

The Rangers have played in 34 road games, the most of any 
NHL team so far this season. They’re 20-12-2. 

This result gave them their first three-game road winning 
streak since a stretch that ended in mid-December. 

JUST IN TIME 

Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo was back in the lineup 
after an 11-game absence because of an upper-body injury. 
He’s in his first season with the Hurricanes after arriving from 
the Rangers. He had three points in a victory against his 
former team in January. 

LINEUP LISTINGS 

Carolina went with a lineup of seven defensemen, in part 
because of a shortage of forwards. 

Hurricanes right wing Nino Niederreiter sat out to serve a 
one-game suspension for a slash on Washington’s Axel 
Jonsson-Fjallby on Friday night. 

Meanwhile, Hurricanes left wing Jordan Martinook missed 
his second game in a row and is expected to be out for at 
least a couple of weeks with a lower-body injury. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: At New Jersey on Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: Host Tampa Bay on Tuesday. 
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Carolina takes on Tampa Bay on 4-game slide 

Tampa Bay Lightning (39-16-6, second in the Atlantic) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (41-15-6, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina aims to stop its four-game slide 
when the Hurricanes take on Tampa Bay. 

The Hurricanes are 21-11-5 against Eastern Conference 
opponents. Carolina has scored 202 goals and is sixth in the 
Eastern Conference averaging 3.3 goals per game. 
Sebastian Aho leads the team with 27. 

The Lightning are 21-10-3 in conference play. Tampa Bay 
ranks third in the Eastern Conference averaging 3.3 goals 
per game, led by Steven Stamkos with 27. 

In their last meeting on Nov. 9, Carolina won 2-1. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes 
with a plus-18 in 44 games this season. Aho has four goals 
and two assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Victor Hedman leads the Lightning with 44 total assists and 
has 61 points. Brayden Point has three goals and six assists 
over the last 10 games for Tampa Bay. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 4-4-2, averaging 2.1 goals, 
3.3 assists, 3.2 penalties and 6.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game with a .924 save percentage. 

Lightning: 5-5-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.7 assists, 5.7 
penalties and 13.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game with a .917 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day 
(undisclosed). 

Lightning: None listed. 
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Hurricanes Lose Fourth Consecutive Game, Get Shutout by Rangers on Home Ice 

By Brett Finger  

You would think that drawing a backup goalie with a .882 
save percentage instead of the Vezina Trophy favorite with a 
.938 save percentage would be the thing that could get the 
Carolina Hurricanes out of a very frustrating offensive 
stretch. 

Well, that’s not exactly how it played out in Raleigh on 
Sunday night. 

New York Rangers backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev put 
together his best outing of the season, and the Hurricanes 
continued to be snakebit en route to a 2-0 shutout decision in 
favor of the road team. 

The Hurricanes put on a shooting clinic throughout the first 
20 minutes of Sunday’s game. 

They bested the Rangers in shot attempts by a 31-7 margin, 
shots on goal by a 14-3 margin, and high-danger shot 
attempts by a 4-0 margin. 

That led to precisely zero goals, though, as Rangers’ backup 
Alexander Georgiev made a handful of tough saves, and the 
Hurricanes failed to capitalize on several great chances 
around the goal. 

They were also aided by a pair of first-period power plays, 
but they came up empty on both opportunities. 

The second period featured more of the same for Carolina, 
who put 15 more shots on Georgiev and continued to come 
up empty. That shots tally didn’t even include a shorthanded 
breakaway chance from Vincent Trocheck that he rang off 
the crossbar. 

The Rangers were much more active in the frame, though. 
They also hit the post on a grade-A chance and had a 
breakaway of their own that got turned aside by Frederik 
Andersen. 

Just past the halfway point in the game, the Hurricanes got 
bailed out by a horribly ill-advised whistle. Andersen 
attempted to lay down on a puck behind the goal line on the 
left side of the net, but he never had control of it. The 
Rangers collected the loose puck and stuffed it into the open 
net. 

The whistle had been blown about a second before the puck 
went in, though, as the referee thought Andersen covered it. 
New York’s bench was incensed, and for very good reason, 
but it didn’t take long for us to be reminded that puck don’t 
lie. 

After outshooting the Rangers 28-7 through the first 35 
minutes of the game, the Hurricanes were the team to allow 
the first goal of the game. 

At 15:39 of the second period, a point shot got deflected by 
New York’s leading goal-scorer, Chris Kreider, and it beat 
Andersen to make it a 1-0 game. 

Both teams exchanged chances late in the period, but the 1-
0 score held through the end of period two. The Rangers 
accumulated six hang-danger shot attempts in the middle 
frame to Carolina’s four. 

The third period was another remarkable period of hockey 
wherein the Hurricanes did everything except score a goal. 

Carolina held the offensive zone for what felt like 75% of the 
period, and they pelted shots towards the net, but Georgiev 
flailed all over the crease and kept shot after shot out of the 
net. 

A phenomenal move from Andrei Svechnikov set up Martin 
Necas with one of the team’s best scoring chances of the 
night, but his one-time shot missed the mark and hit the 
outside of the goal post. 

New York mounted a pushback with about seven minutes left 
in the frame, but Andersen was there to keep his team within 
a goal down the stretch. 

The Rangers were chasing the puck through most of the 
game, but in the second half of the period, they started to 
lock things down, and they did a much better job of snuffing 
out the Hurricanes’ scoring chances by getting sticks in 
passing lanes, using the body to block forwards out, and 
crowding shooting lanes. 

Rod Brind’Amour pulled his goalie for an extra attacker with 
1:45 left in the period, which led to a high-danger chance 
from the slot by Sebastian Aho, but Georgiev kicked it away 
before the Rangers iced the puck and the Canes called their 
timeout with 1:17 left. 

The timeout was for not, though, as the Rangers continued 
to keep the Canes at bay in the final minute before icing the 
game away with a Frank Vatrano empty-net goal with just 
over 40 seconds to go. 

The Hurricanes got handed their fourth consecutive loss on 
Sunday, and with it, the Rangers pulled within three points of 
first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Andersen did what he could, allowing just one goal on 17 
shots, but there wasn’t a number of stops he could have 
made that would have gotten his team a goal on the 
scoreboard. 

The story of the night is that of a trend that has been 
developing over the last handful of games - this team cannot 
find ways to score consistently. 

According to NaturalStatTrick, the Hurricanes accumulated 
5.91 expected goals in all situations, their most in a game 
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this season, almost half a goal ahead of their seven-goal 
barrage against the Columbus Blue Jackets back on January 
1. 

EvolvingHockey had the Canes with 5.64 expected goals. 

We are now within 24 hours of Monday’s NHL Trade 
Deadline. With the Hurricanes entrenched in their worst 
stretch of results on the season, general manager Don 
Waddell will be the man to watch through tonight and into 
Monday morning and afternoon. 

The results are maddening, but it’s hard to imagine that one 
trade can change what has been a wretched goal-scoring 
drought despite having a game like they did against the 
Rangers where they should’ve been rewarded for countless 
chances around the net. 

Only time will tell if the Hurricanes will try to seek outside 
help on a trade market that has already seen most of its big 
names get dealt in the days leading up to the deadline. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Staal on shutout loss to Rangers 

By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer   

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 14-game home point streak came 
to an end Sunday night, as the Canes fell to the New York 
Rangers 2-0 despite outshooting them 44-18.  

The loss was the fourth straight for the Canes, as New York 
netminder Alexander Georgiev posted his first shutout of the 
season.  

Following the loss, Hurricanes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, and Jordan Staal spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if coaching is the toughest when you’re doing the right 
things but you’re just not winning games: It’s toughest when 
you’re losing and you’re playing brutal. Because, now, you’re 
questioning everything you’re doing. That was probably one 
of our better games all year. Their goalie played great, and 
that’s end of story. I don’t know what else we could have 
done other than put pucks in the net. Everything we wanted 
to do, for the most part, we did. We just didn’t get rewarded 
tonight. 

On if the answers to the team’s scoring struggles are 
currently in the locker room: Well, we scored lots of goals 
early in the year. It goes in waves sometimes. It’s just tough. 
I know everyone’s down because it’s a tough way to lose 
when you basically play in their end the whole game. We tip 
our hat. Their goalie played great. We just have to refocus 
tomorrow and do it all over again. 

On the quality of the team’s 44 shots on goal: They got one 
that was a point shot that got tipped in, and that’s the game. I 
know you guys are gonna write “four losses in a row.” Go 
ahead, but three out of those four games, I’d take all day 
long. End of story. 

On keeping everyone confident during this kind of scoring 
slump: That’s the hard part because everybody’s working so 
hard. You should be rewarded more for that, with the way we 
played. I think it’ll work itself out here as we keep going. We 
can’t change what we’re doing. Can we get better? Of 
course. We can be better on faceoffs, we can be better on 
the power play. We had some good looks on the power play, 
but we also gave up a breakaway. You don’t want to be 
doing that kind of stuff. There are things within that game we 
want to tighten up, but, overall, walking out of here, we 
should win that game 99 times out of 100. 

On if it’s easier to toss this game out because they have so 
many games coming up: You toss them out, win or lose. The 
minute we walk out of here, the game’s tossed. You have to 
focus on the next one. We could have won four in a row, I’d 
be saying the same thing. It’s about the next game. In all of 
these games, our starts have been really good. Our first 
periods have been really, really good, but we just haven’t 
been able to put the puck in the back of the net. These are 

tough losses, but we have a good group in here. I just love 
the way they play. They come to play and give it everything 
they have. That’s all a coach can ask for. 

On Tony DeAngelo’s performance in his first game back: For 
coming off the shelf for a month. One practice, really, with 
us. I thought he was really good. 

Sebastian Aho 

On if this was a case of bad shot selection or just a good 
goalie: I’ve got to give him credit. He played a great game. 
But we had too many good chances not to score. It’s on us. 
We’ve got to be more efficient when we get the puck on our 
tape. Including me, I’ve got to fight for those in games like 
this...I liked the effort. We battled hard. We believe that it’s 
going to turn our way. We’ve got to be better on those 
chances.  

On learning from this stretch: The thing is, the way we played 
today is the way we want to play. We don’t want to start 
doing other crazy stuff. We’re not going to do that. As a 
team, we believe in each other. It’s a long season. These 
situations, you’ve got to learn from these. We’ve got to be 
better when we get back and play in two days.  

On if the answers to the problem are currently in the room 
with the trade deadline Monday: Yeah.  

Jordan Staal 

On if the shot selection was bad: No. We played well. I 
wouldn’t say that all the 2-on-1s we had were bad shot 
selections or the two posts we hit were bad shot selections. 
We continue to play the way we do, and we’re going to be on 
the better side of most of them. 

On if the answers to the scoring problems are in the room 
already: Yeah, I would say so. I can’t say I’ve been on a 
team that hasn’t gone through dry spells throughout a 
season. We’ve had a few games where we’ve completely 
controlled and outshot most teams. The goals will come. I’m 
one of them. I’ve got to be more on top of them and create 
more offense. It’s been that way all year. A few other guys 
are fighting it right now. It’s going to come, and it will be a 
great time.  

On the mood: We feel good about our game, but obviously, 
it’s still frustrating. No one likes losing, especially in a room 
that’s a very competitive room. It’s not fun losing. The guys 
are pissed. We’re going to have to find a way to get over that 
hump and be mentally tougher and continue to push through.  

On what they can learn from a stretch like this where the 
effort is still good but the results aren’t there: It shows our 
belief in what we’re doing. You’ve heard [Brind’Amour] say it 
plenty of times that when it’s not going in, guys start to stray. 
I thought we stuck with our game. Tonight it didn’t work out. 
But I think it’s a game that’s going to help us win when the 
guys believe in it. We’re going to continue to build on it and 
move forward from here.  
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Hurricanes drop fourth straight, get shut out 2-0 by Rangers at home  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered another tough loss on 
Sunday, March 20, falling 2-0 at home to the New York 
Rangers. 

The Hurricanes (41-15-6) outplayed the Rangers (40-18-5) in 
nearly every capacity except the one that matters most: 
goals. Despite outshooting New York 44-18 and out-hitting it 
39-16, the Canes simply couldn’t find twine in their fourth 
consecutive loss. 

“[Rangers goaltender Alexandar Georgiev] played great, and 
that’s end of story,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I 
don’t know what else we could have done other than put 
pucks in the net. Everything we wanted to do, for the most 
part, we did. We just didn’t get rewarded tonight.” 

On the other hand, Carolina didn’t make it easy for the 
Rangers to score either. The Hurricanes blocked seven 
shots over the course of the evening and never allowed more 
than eight shots in a single period, letting up just three, 
seven and eight in the three respective periods. 

Nevertheless, the Rangers eventually found the net in the tail 
end of the second period. Jacob Trouba fired a shot from the 
blue line that Chris Kreider redirected past goaltender 
Frederik Andersen. It was the only goal Andersen would give 
up on the night as Frank Vatrano scored the Rangers’ other 
goal on an empty net in the final minute of the game. 

Georgiev held down the Rangers net on the other end of the 
ice, saving all 44 shots to shut out the Canes at home. 
Georgiev stood tall in net even in the face of three Carolina 
power plays, stopping all seven shots while his team was a 
man down. 

“I’ve got to give him credit,” said center Sebastian Aho. “He 
played a great game. But we had too many good chances 
not to score. It’s on us. We’ve got to be more efficient when 
we get the puck on our tape.” 

The Hurricanes’ penalty kill was up to the task as well, 
outshooting New York 3-2 in a pair of penalty kills. Still, the 
Canes’ inability to get past Georgiev, whether on the power 
play, penalty kill or at even strength, marked the end of a 14-
game point streak at home for Carolina. 

Carolina got a silver lining out of the game, however, as 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo made his first appearance since 
leaving Feb. 21’s 4-3 overtime win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers due to an upper-body injury. Brind’Amour gave 
DeAngelo credit for playing well after such a long absence. 

“For coming off the shelf for a month — one practice, really, 
with us — I thought he was really good,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes will have their next opportunity to get back on 
track on Tuesday, March 22 when they take on the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in PNC Arena. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves’ 12-game point streak ends 

David Cotton got the Chicago Wolves on the board first, but 
the Toronto Marlies rallied to forge a 4-2 victory Sunday 
afternoon at Coca-Cola Coliseum. 

Stefan Noesen added his league-leading 34th goal for the 
Wolves (36-11-5-5), who saw their 12-game point streak 
come to a close. Chicago, which holds a 13-point Central 
Division lead with 19 games to play, had not suffered a 
regulation loss since Feb. 15. 

The Wolves outshot the Marlies by a 34-25 count — the 47th 
time in their 57 regular-season games they’ve won the shots 
battle. 

Cotton gave the Wolves a 1-0 lead at 7:22 of the second. 
Max Lajoie whistled a shot from the left point that wound up 
below the goal line. Cotton collected the rebound and 
goaltender Keith Petruzelli blocked his first try with his right 
leg, but Cotton persevered and banked it off the same spot 
on the pad into the goal for his sixth goal of the year. 

Toronto (28-21-3-1) responded with three goals in the next 
four minutes to build a 3-1 margin. Bobby McMann knocked 
home a rebound at 8:51 on the Marlies’ first power play of 

the day, then Antti Suomela’s nifty stickwork gave Toronto 
the lead at 9:43. McMann turned a turnover behind the net 
into an unassisted backhander at 11:55. 

Toronto added an insurance goal with 8:41 to go when Nick 
Robertson picked the top right corner with a one-timer to give 
the Marlies a 4-1 lead. 

Noesen delivered his 28th goal in his last 31 games with 
2:05 remaining in regulation. Josh Leivo lobbed a centering 
pass from the top of the right circle that flew waist-high and 
Noesen redirected it for a power-play goal. 

Petruzzelli (2-0-0) stopped 32 shots to win his second 
American Hockey League appearance. Wolves goaltender 
Jack LaFontaine (2-1-4) posted 21 saves in his first AHL 
regulation loss. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena to host the Texas Stars 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday and the Manitoba Moose at 7 p.m. Friday. 
To join the fun on Tuesday’s Craft Beer Night or Friday’s $2 
Beer Night, email a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
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Carolina Hurricanes offense sputters again as Georgiev, Rangers shut 
out Carolina, 2-0 

 

Chip Alexander 3/20/2022 

 

For some NHL players, the final days leading up to the NHL deadline can 
be stressful. 

One stress reducer: Play a game, get their minds off it. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a game Sunday, a day before the deadline, 
but it may not have eased their stress level a lot. The Rangers took a 2-0 
victory behind goalie Alexandar Georgiev’s 44 saves as the Canes lost a 
fourth straight game. 

Both teams had their chances in the first 40 minutes and the only goal 
was a redirection by the Rangers’ Chris Kreider with 4:21 left in the 
second. It was Kreider’s 41st of what has been a special career season 
and came on the Rangers’ eighth shot of the game. 

The Canes (41-15-6), who had defenseman Tony DeAngelo return from 
injury, came out with a strong push in the third, getting some long 
forechecking shifts and attacking the net. They had heavy shots and 
tipped shots and shots that were near-misses. They pulled goalie 
Frederik Andersen with 1:45 left in regulation, looking to get one past 
Georgiev. 

But Georgiev remained calm in net, making all the stops in his first 
shutout of the season. Frank Vatrano had a late empty-net goal with 42 
seconds left to seal it as the The Rangers (40-18-5) followed up a big 
road win Saturday at Tampa Bay — Igor Shesterkin in net — with 
another and have the salary cap space to add more players on Monday. 

“That was probably one of our better games all year,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Their goalie played great and that’s the end of story. I 
don’t know what else we could have done other than put pucks in net. 
Everything that we wanted to do, for the most part we did and didn’t get 
rewarded tonight. It’s tough. I know everyone is down because we 
basically played in their end the whole game. 

“We can’t change what we’re doing. Can we get better? Of course. But 
overall, walking out of here, you should win that game 99 times out of a 
hundred.” 

The Canes had almost a 100 chances to score: 44 shots on goal, 27 
missed shots and 23 shots that were blocked. That’s 94 total attempts, 
and NaturalStatTrick.com had Carolina with 20 high-danger chances. 

The news wasn’t all good for the Panthers, the Atlantic Division leaders. 
There was talk of star defenseman Aaron Ekblad possibly being placed 
on Long Term Injured Reserve (LTIR) until the playoffs. 

The general feeling around the Canes on Sunday was that little might be 
done Monday. But president and general manager Don Waddell was said 
to be on the phone most of the day, doing his due diligence. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal said the team’s recent scoring woes can be 
handled by the players already in the room. 

“I can’t say I’ve been on a team that hasn’t had dry spells during a 
season,” Staal said. “The goals will come. We’ve got to find a way to get 
over the hump and mentally be tougher and continue to push through it.” 

With Nino Niederreiter serving a one-game suspension for a slashing 
incident Friday against the Washington Capitals, and forward Jordan 
Martinook out with a lower-body injury, the Canes had a lineup of seven 
forwards and 11 defensemen Sunday. 

DeAngelo, sidelined 11 games, last played Feb. 21 at Philadelphia, when 
he said he injured himself getting off a hard slapshot from near the blue 
line -- “Some discomfort in my midsection,” he said Sunday of the injury. 

The Canes’ power play operated smoother Sunday with DeAngelo back 
quarterbacking the top unit but Carolina was 0-3 with the man advantage. 

“These are tough losses but we’ve got a good group in here and I love 
the way they play,” Brind’Amour said. “They give everything they have. 
That’s all a coach can ask.” 

This story was originally  

Published March 20, 2022 8:37 PM. 
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Lightning’s Mathieu Joseph traded to Ottawa for Nick Paul, draft pick 

 

Eduardo A. Encina, Mari Faiello  

 

Late Sunday afternoon, Lightning forward Mathieu Joseph was enjoying 
his off day with teammate Alex Killorn at the Valspar Championship in 
Palm Harbor. Just hours later, he was being told he had been traded to 
Ottawa for forward Nick Paul and a 2024 fourth-round draft pick. 

General manager Julien BriseBois thought he was done making deals 
after Friday’s trade for Blackhawks forward Brandon Hagel. Tampa Bay’s 
lack of salary cap space made another move unlikely, but the team 
continued to work to find opportunities to upgrade. 

BriseBois said he was looking to add more size and physicality to the 
forward group, and Paul’s game fit that. Pairing Paul, 27, with Hagel, 
both of whom possess strong forechecking games, on a line centered by 
Ross Colton could provide the makings of a lockdown line that the 
Lightning have looked to build since losing their third line in the 
offseason. 
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“His game is molded for playoff hockey success,” BriseBois said of the 6-
foot-3, 224-pound Paul. “He is big and heavy and physical. He blocks a 
lot of shots, and he can play both center and wing. We saw some 
additional value in acquiring another player that can play the center 
position.” 

As for Joseph, a contributing member of the back-to-back Stanley Cup-
winning teams, he can be a restricted free agent this summer, and the 
Lightning didn’t think they’d be able to retain him through the arbitration 
process. Given their cap constraints, the Lightning were in a position 
where they were unlikely to make Joseph a qualifying offer. 

“Therefore, we viewed Mathieu as a pending unrestricted free agent, 
same as Nick, and that also factored into our decision to proceed with 
this evening’s trade,” BriseBois said. 

Ottawa is retaining 44.5 percent of Paul’s $1.35 million salary, about 
$600,000, to keep the Lightning under the salary cap. 

On Friday, the Lightning sent forwards Taylor Raddysh and Boris 
Katchouk and first-round picks in 2023 and 2024 to Chicago for Hagel, 
who played his first game for Tampa Bay on Saturday against the 
Rangers. With Joseph now gone, the Lightning moved three of their 
young forwards over the past three days, but BriseBois is confident that 
they are improved and better positioned for another deep playoff run. 

“We’ve lost one player’s worth of depth, but I like the mix that we have 
now better,” BriseBois said. “I think that the ceiling of this group is higher, 
and we have other players. Come playoff time, there’s no more salary 
cap at that point. We can recall players; we have a number of players in 
(AHL) Syracuse that could come in and contribute. 

“I like the group that we have right now. And I like the group that we have 
right now more than I like the group that we had on Thursday, which is 
why we made the decisions that we’ve made.” 

Paul had a career-high 11 goals and seven assists in 59 games with 
Ottawa this season. He is averaging a career-high 17:22 of ice time — 
including 2:12 on the penalty kill — and was third among Senators 
forwards in blocked shots (41) and ranked seventh among forwards on 
the team in hits (67). Paul also won 333 faceoffs, second most on 
Ottawa’s roster, with a 49 percent win percentage. 

Spotted inside the ropes following Sam Burns and Justin Thomas: Alex 
Killorn and Mathieu Joseph   pic.twitter.com/JMlmA5OJ8F 

— Sports by Tampa Bay Times (@TBTimes_Sports) March 20, 2022 

Joseph, who was drafted and developed by the Lightning, has eight 
goals and 18 points this season in 58 games. The 25-year-old had made 
significant strides in his overall game. He meshed well with newcomer 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare as a key forward pair on the penalty kill and 
scored two shorthanded goals. He was still working on how to best utilize 
his speed, but he was averaging a career-high 13:42 of ice time. 

“It’s not like we were looking to move Mathieu,” BriseBois said. “But 
again, once we were in a position to acquire Brandon Hagel on Friday, 
then we kind of looked and asked, ‘OK, what does our group look like 
now? … How can we improve our odds of success here?’ 

“We’re going to go into the playoffs. It’s (a) different type of hockey, and 
we felt like we could use some more physicality from our forward group.” 

Joseph brought youthful energy to the locker room. The team saw him 
grow up and become a piece of the championship club. BriseBois said it 
was difficult telling Joseph he was being traded to a team that is tied for 
the second-fewest points in the Eastern Conference. 

“I got to know his family, his parents, his brother. I saw him work his way 
from juniors to the AHL to the NHL,” BriseBois said. “He was part of our 
group that won the last two Stanley Cups. He’s an important contributor 
to those two Cups and he is just such a joy to be around, just a quality, 
quality human being. 

“So not the most fun part of my job telling a guy like him that he won’t be 
part of our upcoming run.” 

Asked whether BriseBois believed after the Paul trade that he was 
finished making moves before today’s 3 p.m. trade deadline, he said, “I 
think I’m done.” 

“But that doesn’t mean we stop working,” he said. “But I think we’re done. 
We didn’t have any cap space before we did any of this. So I don’t expect 
us to do anything else.” 
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Lightning make quick transition easier for trade acquisition Brandon 
Hagel 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 3/20/2022 

 

TAMPA — Shortly after Brandon Hagel received word that he was being 
traded to the Lightning from the Blackhawks on Friday, he already was 
getting text messages from his new teammates. 

Several Lightning players — captain Steven Stamkos and defensemen 
Victor Hedman and Ryan McDonagh among them — welcomed him 
aboard. 

“Before I even got here, they’re telling me it’s a winning mindset here, it’s 
a championship mindset,” Hagel said. “And there’s nothing more you 
want to hear than that. When guys are texting you that, it gets you that 
much more excited. … Obviously, they believe in me here. They wanted 
me. I’m glad I’m here now.” 

In winning two straight Stanley Cups, the Lightning have done a good job 
assimilating their trade deadline acquisitions into the team dynamic. 

But for any player who is traded, whether he is young or a veteran, it can 
be a mind scramble. There’s the realization that major life and career 
changes are coming, along with the adjustment process and 
expectations that come from joining a contender at the deadline. Hagel, 
23, said having veteran players reach out to him calmed his nerves. 

“It doesn’t matter how old you are or how long you’ve been in the 
league,” said McDonagh, 32, who came to the Lightning in a deadline 
deal with the Rangers in 2018. “When you get traded, it’s a shock, a big 
initial shock. You kind of have this vision of being trusted by your 
organization and playing a big role there, and then here you are 
switching teams. So you reach out to (newcomers), you’d let them know, 
‘Hey, we’re excited.’ And we truly are.” 

General manager Julien BriseBois gave up a significant haul to get Hagel 
and fit him under the salary cap: first-round picks in 2023 and 2024 and 
rookie forwards Boris Katchouk and Taylor Raddysh. Hagel has two 
years left on his contract, then can be a restricted free agent, which 
means he could be under team control for two years after that. 

“We’re getting down to the wire here as far as the season goes and trying 
to ramp up and get our game where it needs to be, and (Hagel’s) going 
to be a big part of it,” McDonagh said. 

Coach Jon Cooper also spoke to Hagel after the trade. He said he didn’t 
want to put too much on him because Hagel’s “head was spinning.” 
Cooper said he emphasized to Hagel to keep playing the resilient, in-
your-face, versatile two-way game that made the Lightning covet him. 

Hagel came to the Lightning with 21 goals and 16 assists, and can play 
on both special-teams units. 
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“Julien’s done an excellent job of being able to identify and find players 
that will fit with what we’re doing here,” Cooper said. “(Hagel is) not going 
to be Barclay Goodrow or Blake Coleman or David Savard (acquired at 
the past two trade deadlines). He’s not going to be those guys. We just 
want him to be Brandon Hagel.” 

Hagel arrived in Tampa shortly after noon Saturday. He played that night 
against the Rangers and had to learn on the fly, adjusting to a new 
system while playing on the left wing lined up with center Ross Colton 
and Mathieu Joseph. 

“They are unbelievable guys, honestly,” Hagel said of Colton and Joseph. 
“They were really talkative, talking to me, helping me out. Even in the 
dressing room between periods, they were helping me.” 

Hagel, who logged 10:40 of ice time on 16 shifts, fit in well on the 
forecheck. 

“I loved him,” Cooper said “This is a tough game for him to play in 
because of all the penalties (the Lightning were on the penalty kill for 
nearly 11 minutes). He’s probably going to find his way onto our penalty 
kill at some point here, but the shifts we saw were great.” 
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Nick Paul opens up on trade to Lightning 

 

Ian Mendes 3/21/2022 

 

Even with his family in town, Nick Paul did not have a chance to properly 
celebrate his 27th birthday on Sunday. 

The forward spent most of the day sitting around his living room in 
Ottawa, discussing potential scenarios ahead of Monday’s NHL trade 
deadline. Given the cloud of uncertainty hanging over him, there was no 
celebratory birthday meal or party to commemorate Paul’s birthday. 

“I’ll probably go grab some dinner now,” Paul said with a chuckle during a 
phone call with The Athletic on Sunday evening. “It was just a crazy day.” 

But Paul admits that when he woke up on Sunday morning, he had a 
very good sense it would be his last day as a member of the Ottawa 
Senators. 

“We just realized we were a little too far apart and we didn’t see eye-to-
eye on numbers,” said Paul. 

And sure enough, just before 8 p.m, Paul was traded to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in exchange for forward Mathieu Joseph and a fourth-round 
pick. 

The warning signs had been flashing for the past week that a contract 
extension was unlikely to occur. Once the reported terms got out into the 
public sphere — a four-year, $10 million offer said to be the club’s final 
offer — it felt like the negotiations went awry. There was very little 
dialogue between Paul’s agent Paul Capizzano and Senators general 
manager Pierre Dorion in the 48 hours leading up to the trade. And when 
the Senators made Paul a healthy scratch in their two weekend games, it 
seemed to seal his fate that a trade was forthcoming. 

Still, there was no trace of bitterness in Paul’s voice on Sunday evening. 
His comments were not dripping with a vindictive or angry tone. At one 
point he stated, “I knew it wasn’t personal,” when describing the 
negotiations. 

But he did want to make it clear that his top priority was to find a way to 
stay in Ottawa for the long haul with this young core. 

“Ottawa is obviously where we were looking to sign. I love the fans. I love 
the city. I love the support from everyone. And I wanted to make it work 
here, but unfortunately, it just didn’t work with the numbers,” explained 
Paul. “And that’s nothing against the team. Nothing against anyone. It’s 
just how things played out.” 

Paul is yet another popular veteran who failed to hammer out a contract 
with this regime in Ottawa. And what rankled some fans on Sunday was 
the fact the Senators were willing to pay full freight for Travis Hamonic — 
including $3.25 million in real dollars next season — while parting ways 
with Paul over what likely amounted to the difference of a few hundred 
thousand dollars per season. Fans are eager to hear Dorion’s rationale 
for these two moves made in close proximity to each other. 

How could the franchise part ways with a popular player just hours after 
bringing in a more expensive defenceman who is surrounded by question 
marks? That will certainly be part of the line of questioning headed 
Dorion’s way when he speaks to the media following Monday’s 3 p.m. ET 
trade deadline. But judging by the initial harsh reactions, it will be difficult 
for Dorion to give an answer for acquiring Hamonic that will satiate a 
large portion of the fan base in Ottawa. The Senators will have to explain 
how they envision their defence core looking next season, because right 
now there are more questions than answers on that topic. 

Those press conference answers about Hamonic will be closely 
dissected and scrutinized, but Dorion should also be pressed on a few 
other topics more closely related to Paul. 

We had supposedly reached a point where popular veteran players were 
no longer going to be traded from Ottawa. The haemorrhaging was 
supposed to have stopped when Jean-Gabriel Pageau was dealt away at 
the trade deadline in 2020. But alas, there apparently is still some messy 
work to be done and the loss of Paul will certainly not go over well inside 
the locker room. 

Joseph will likely come in and replace Paul’s role in Ottawa’s bottom six. 
The 25-year-old is cheaper than Paul ($737,500 cap this season), but he 
will require a new contract this summer. And because Joseph has 
arbitration rights, it could make for an interesting negotiation. But no 
matter if Joseph can fill Paul’s shoes in terms of bottom-six production, 
it’s the leadership and mentorship void that he will not be able to fill. 

The Senators acquired Mathieu Joseph (pictured) and a fourth-round 
pick from the Lightning for Nick Paul. (Gregory Fisher / USA Today) 

The 27-year-old Paul had emerged as a leader with this group, with his 
status as an alternate captain serving as tangible proof of his popularity. 
When Josh Norris and Tim Stützle did a joint press conference after 
Friday’s 3-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers, both spoke in glowing 
terms about Paul’s presence with their young core. 

“Paulie is such a good guy in the room,” Norris said. “He’s one of those 
guys that I think you really need in the locker room.” 

“(Paul) is an unbelievable guy. I think he’s so important for our team,” 
added Stützle. “What he does on and off the ice, I think you can see that 
he plays the right way. And he gives everything for the team.” 

In that same session,  Norris referred to Paul by his most common 
nickname in Ottawa: “a Swiss army knife.” 

When the club had a rash of injuries down the middle at the start of the 
season, Paul seamlessly switched over to the centre ice position. Even 
when he was lined up as a winger, Paul often took key draws in the 
defensive zone. This season, he took 347 defensive zone draws for the 
Senators — the most of any player on the roster by a wide margin. 

The Lightning are now going to reap the benefits of Paul’s versatility, as 
he becomes another key bottom-six addition to help them try and secure 
a third consecutive Stanley Cup championship. Paul had never gotten a 
whiff of playoff hockey with the Senators, with the club careening toward 
another bottom-five finish in the overall standings this season. 

Paul believes his previous playoff heroics demonstrate his ability to raise 
his game in the postseason. He scored 19 goals in 37 playoff games 
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over his final two OHL seasons with North Bay. He scored three times in 
seven games to help Team Canada capture a gold medal at the 2015 
World Junior Championship. And most famously, Paul scored the gold-
medal clinching goal last spring to vault Canada to a World Hockey 
Championship gold medal. 

“I think I play my best hockey when things are on the line. World 
Championships. World Juniors. Playoff hockey in the OHL. And I haven’t 
had that playoff hockey experience in professional hockey, so I kind of 
have butterflies in my stomach,” said Paul. “Those are the games you 
look forward to. The gritty, hard pace games. I’m super excited.” 

In an ideal world, Paul will be a key contributor to a lengthy Tampa 
playoff run this spring. And then he’ll be able to parlay that performance 
into a new contract as an unrestricted free agent. And Paul did not sound 
the least bit nervous when talking about the unknown landscape in the 
months ahead. There is a segment of the fan base who believe Paul 
should have been satisfied with a four-year offer from Ottawa that would 
have paid him at least $10 million. But the forward clearly has an appetite 
for something greater this summer. Maybe it’s a bigger contract. Maybe 
it’s simply a different opportunity. But Paul clearly has no problem voicing 
his opinion on the topic. 

“I’ve been betting on myself for my whole career. And I’m not going to 
stop now. Even though there is no contract on the table or whatever. I 
have no idea right now. I’m going to put all my trust in myself and when it 
comes to the summertime, we’ll deal with it then,” Paul said. “I’m just 
excited to be playing playoff games and having the chance to (go) for a 
Cup. That’s all I’m focused on.” 

Paul’s confidence comes from a genuine place. When you are placed on 
waivers multiple times in your career, only to eventually end up as your 
team’s Masterton Trophy nominee, it builds character and resiliency. 
Paul has been very open about his mental health journey and has talked 
about finding inner peace and confidence. This season, he launched a 
“Points For Paul” program in conjunction with a mental health program 
with The Royal Ottawa Hospital. In an ideal world, Paul says he would 
still like to do some fundraising events around that program this summer 
in Ottawa. And in a perfect world, he would be bringing the Stanley Cup 
back as part of the initiative. 

“I’m still going to call Ottawa home. The fans and the support and 
everything around here has my heart. People have always been behind 
me. They’ve seen the work that I’ve put in and appreciate my journey and 
have been with me the whole way,” said Paul. “It’s tough leaving them 
and starting a new journey. But that’s how life is sometimes.” 
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With Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel, will the Lighting recreate a 'blueprint' 
line? 

 

Joe Smith 3/21/2022 

 

On Friday, I asked Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois if he 
thought he could get another move done before Monday’s trade 
deadline. 

“No.” 

So the shopping was done? 

“I don’t expect anything between now and Monday.” 

There were no smiles, no winks. 

Forty-eight hours later, BriseBois acquired Nick Paul, a big, forechecking 
center from the Senators who is built for the playoffs (and potentially for a 

remade third line). Tampa Bay gave up Mathieu Joseph and a fourth-
round draft pick. 

And the deadline isn’t until 3 p.m. Monday, so I’m not believing BriseBois 
is “done” until then. 

BriseBois’ brilliant poker face aside, this move makes a lot of sense for 
the Lightning, who, along with a blockbuster move for Brandon Hagel on 
Friday, have become much tougher to play against up front. Paul, 27, 
boasts size (6-foot-3, 219 pounds), versatility (he is able to play wing and 
center), is a strong forechecker like Hagel and has been trusted by 
Senators coach D.J. Smith in top situations. Paul also led the Senators in 
faceoffs taken, even while primarily playing winger. 

“We felt we could use more size, physicality from our forward group,” 
BriseBois said. “Nick’s game is molded for playoff hockey.” 

In Hagel, they got a Yanni Gourde/Blake Coleman-type player. 

In Paul, they got more of a Barclay Goodrow mold. 

No, it’s not exactly the Yanni Gourde line from the last two Cup runs, but 
it’s a lot closer than what they had last week. 

“Two-thirds of a harder line to play against,” said former NHL GM Craig 
Button. “(Paul) forechecks. Battles at the net. Five-on-five scoring. Loose 
puck recoveries. He can make some plays.” 

How would a line of Hagel, Paul and Ross Colton look? Maybe it would 
allow the “School Bus Line” of Pat Maroon, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
and Corey Perry to reunite. 

Ondrej Palat 

Brayden Point 

Nikita Kucherov 

Alex Killorn 

Anthony Cirelli 

Steven Stamkos 

Brandon Hagel 

Nick Paul 

Ross Colton 

Pat Maroon 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 

Corey Perry 

“I like the mix we have now. The ceiling of this group is higher,” BriseBois 
said Sunday night. “I like the group we have now more than I like the 
group we had on Thursday.” 

Every deal comes with a cost, and this one was Joseph and the fourth-
rounder Tampa Bay received in the Hagel deal with Chicago. I like 
Joseph a lot as a person, and he’s another drafted-and-developed player 
from the Lightning system, just like Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk, 
who were shipped to the Blackhawks. Joseph, who was with Alex Killorn 
at the Valspar golf tournament on Sunday, likely got a shock knowing 
he’d be going from a Cup contender to Ottawa. He’s made some big 
plays for Tampa Bay, including while filling in for Killorn during last year’s 
Stanley Cup Final. (Remember his setup of Pat Maroon in Montreal?) 

But as much as Joseph had disruptive speed and was a key part of the 
penalty kill, he had questionable decision-making at times with the puck, 
which I could see as something the coaches might be concerned about in 
a playoff-type situation. Joseph was also scheduled to be an RFA with 
arbitration rights this summer, which BriseBois admitted would have been 
an issue for Tampa Bay. BriseBois said there was a chance they 
wouldn’t have tendered Joseph an offer, so essentially it was a pending 
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UFA for pending UFA. It didn’t make it any easier for BriseBois to inform 
Joseph of the deal on Sunday. 

“It’s not the most pleasant part of my job,” BriseBois said. “You develop 
relationships with players like Mathieu. We drafted him. I saw him play in 
junior. I got to know his family, parents, brother. I saw him work his way 
up from junior to the AHL to the NHL to part (of the last two Cup runs). All 
of you know Mathieu, what a joy he is to be around. It’s not the most fun 
part of my job telling a guy like him he won’t be part of it.” 

Here’s a scouting report from our Senators writer Ian Mendes from 
before the trade: 

“Nick Paul has evolved as a player over the past couple of seasons, 
going from fringe NHLer to one of D.J. Smith’s most trusted players in all 
situations. He’s logging more than 17 minutes per night this season, 
showing off his versatility as a winger and center. He’s taken more 
faceoffs (606) than any player on the Senators roster this season, 
despite playing a lot of nights as a left winger. With his size, skating and 
ability to kill penalties, Paul’s game should translate well into a bottom-six 
role for a Stanley Cup contender. And with an expiring contract that pays 
him just $1.35 million, it shouldn’t be hard for most teams to figure out a 
way to sneak him under their cap for the remainder of the season.” 

The Senators also retained 45 percent of Paul’s remaining salary. 

The biggest weakness, if you could call it that, for the Lightning entering 
the season was losing that depth up front in the identity/momentum-
swinging Gourde line. They don’t have a real shutdown line this year. 
They tried to replace it internally, and the additions of Perry and 
Bellemare went a long way with the “School Bus Line.” 

“I don’t ever think we can replicate (the Gourde line),” Cooper said earlier 
this season. “But if we could, we would. It takes special kinds of players 
to have what they had together.” 

No one is saying Paul and Hagel, who may never have met, will just 
immediately jump in and form chemistry with another winger and become 
that type of line. Even Coleman, Goodrow and Gourde weren’t put 
together until the bubble in the playoffs in 2020. But the Lightning staff 
has 21 regular-season games to tinker and see how the lines shake out. 
You look and see what other teams have done before the deadline, with 
the Flames adding Calle Jarnkrok and the Leafs adding Colin Blackwell, 
both strong defensive, hard-to-play-against forwards. 

“I think a blueprint was probably set there in watching us win a couple 
Cups,” Cooper said. “Just watching the way (the Gourde line) were being 
used around the league, the identity some teams are building, they are 
making lines like that. That line was unique… 

“In a perfect world, we’d love to have a line like that again.” 

Paul is scheduled to meet the Lightning in Raleigh, where they start a 
four-game road trip on Tuesday against the Hurricanes. Tampa Bay did 
lose some depth in dealing Raddysh, Katchouk and Joseph, but are 
confident in the upgrades in Hagel and Paul, plus feel like there are some 
options in AHL Syracuse, which would come up only due to injury 
because of cap reasons. 

It’s hard to imagine Tampa Bay will make another move before Monday’s 
3 p.m. Eastern deadline. Even if they wanted to upgrade with some depth 
on the blue line (like a Justin Braun or Mark Pysyk), that likely would 
mean dealing their top defense prospect, Cal Foote. But, even so, I had 
to ask BriseBois at the end of our conference Sunday night: So, are you 
done now? 

“I think I’m done,” BriseBois said. “It doesn’t mean we’re going to stop 
working. But I think we’re done.” 
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Stars notebook: Miro Heiskanen (illness) to skate Monday; possible 
discipline for Jamie Benn 

 

Matthew DeFranks 3/21/2022 

 

Here are some news and notes after the Stars’ 3-2 win over Washington 
on Sunday night: 

WASHINGTON — Braden Holtby wasn’t on the ice Sunday. But Capitals 
fans made sure to recognize his return to Washington. 

Holtby made his first trip back to Capital One Arena since he left the 
organization in 2020, but did not play due to a lower-body injury. Holtby 
spent the first 10 seasons of his NHL career with the Capitals, winning a 
Stanley Cup, a Vezina Trophy and a Jennings Trophy. 

During the first television timeout of the first period, he was honored with 
a highlight video on the video board, followed by a lengthy ovation from 
the Washington crowd. 

“It was pretty amazing, pretty special,” Holtby told Bally Sports Southwest 
during the game. “I think it’s definitely strange being back to a place that 
you’ve been so many times on the other side. This city is such a good 
hockey city. It’s amazing, the fans are incredible. They always treated me 
and my family so well. To get appreciation like that, I wish I could turn it 
around on them somehow.” 

Holtby is in his first season in Dallas, having signed a one-year contract 
with the Stars last summer. 

“I kind of got emotional a little bit,” Stars goalie Jake Oettinger said. “I 
can’t imagine meaning that much to a fan base. Obviously, he got it done 
here, so he’s a legend and he got the ovation that he deserved. I just 
can’t say enough good things about how good he’s been to me. There’s 
a reason you only hear great things about him.” 

Stars coach Rick Bowness added: “I had tears in my eyes. That’s 
emotion. You’ve got to love the fans here. They’re passionate. I love it 
here. It shows the respect and the love they have for Braden, as we all 
do. But you get emotional watching it because that’s what hockey’s all 
about: the passion of the fans, the passion of the players. That’s what 
you love about this game.” 

After the ovation, Capitals fans broke out into a “Holt-by! Holt-by!” chant. 

“It was awesome to see the fans reward him with that appreciation they 
gave him tonight,” said Stars forward Joe Pavelski, who went through a 
similar experience two years ago in San Jose. 

Harley out: Stars defenseman Thomas Harley was a healthy scratch on 
Sunday night, and Joel Hanley re-entered the lineup on the third pairing. 

“Too many goals against,” Bowness said. “If you’re offsetting that with 
offense, OK, you can live with it. But if you’re not putting any offense on 
the wall and you’re responsible for chances and goals against, we’ve got 
to fix it.” 

Harley was on the ice for each of the Stars’ last four 5-on-5 goals allowed 
entering Sunday’s game, a stretch that included the eventual game-
winning goal Saturday against the Islanders. 

Harley, a 20-year-old offensive defenseman, played the previous 15 
games for the Stars. 

“The biggest thing for a young player is learning how to play the intensity 
up here,” Bowness said. “That’s all it is for him. It’s not his skillset, it’s not 
his mind. It’s the intensity in which you play the game up here, especially 
this time of year. 

“You can’t get pushed off pucks and give up goals. You’ve got to get 
back and move the puck, can’t turn it over. Those are details. Can he do 
those things? Absolutely. Does he have to raise his intensity to do those 
things? Yes.” 
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The Stars should offer a more concrete plan for Harley at Monday’s trade 
deadline. 

After the trade deadline, players cannot be sent down to the AHL that 
were on the NHL roster at the deadline. Additionally, teams have just four 
non-emergency recalls from the AHL after the trade deadline. 

If the Stars keep Harley on the NHL roster at the deadline, he’ll be in 
Dallas the rest of the season. 

Heiskanen update: Bowness said Stars defenseman Miro Heiskanen will 
skate Monday, as he continues his recovery from mononucleosis. 
Heiskanen missed his eighth straight game on Sunday evening. 

Bowness also said Heiskanen rode the exercise bike on Saturday and 
Sunday. Would he be an option to play Tuesday against Edmonton? 

“I would doubt it very, very much,” Bowness said. “He’s been out way too 
long. He’s not fully recovered. He just started to ride the bike Saturday 
and today. His recovery is probably taking a little longer than we would 
like, so I would hope for Saturday. But, key word, there’s hope. We’ll see 
where it goes.” 

Discipline coming? Stars captain Jamie Benn set off a brouhaha in the 
final minute of the third period Sunday when he pushed Capitals 
defenseman John Carlson into the boards while both players were 
chasing a loose puck. 

With the Washington net empty, Benn and Carlson both skated towards 
the puck in the Capitals zone. As they approached the puck, Benn 
pushed down on Carlson’s left hip, causing him to crash into the end 
boards. 

Tom Wilson jumped in to defend his teammate. Wilson and Benn each 
received roughing minors. Benn was not penalized for the play. 

Was Bowness concerned about potential supplementary discipline from 
the league for Benn? 

“There’s two guys going for a loose puck,” Bowness said. “He gives him 
a little shot in the hips and he goes down, so I hope not.” 

The play capped a night full of extracurricular activities. 

When Nicklas Backstrom shot a puck past Oettinger after an offside call, 
three Stars got into his face. Of course, Wilson and Benn found their way 
into the scrum. Later on, Anthony Mantha pushed John Klingberg on top 
of Oettinger, which led to Klingberg eventually grabbing and flinging 
Mantha’s stick to the corner. 

Garnet Hathaway was called for goalie interference on Oettinger. 
Pavelski drew some attention with a swipe towards Vitek Vanecek after 
the whistle. 

“It felt like a playoff game, for sure,” Oettinger said. “I think both teams 
want to win really bad. I thought we responded and matched their 
physicality. Obviously, those guys came into our rink earlier in the year 
and blew us out, so we wanted to come back in here and make a 
statement, so it was nice to get a win here.” 

Bowness: “We got physical, we got into the game. When they came into 
Dallas, we didn’t play our best game. But tonight, for the most part, we 
were good.” 

Hintz back on track: After enduring an eight-game goal drought, Stars 
forward Roope Hintz scored twice on Sunday night. He is now second on 
the team with 25 goals this season. 

“I know he hasn’t scored much in the last 10-15 games, but he was 
getting chances every game,” Bowness said. “The talent that he has, you 
just know eventually just keep doing what you’re doing, it’ll go in.” 

It was the second-longest goalless streak of the season for Hintz, who 
began the season without a goal in the first 11 games. 

“It’s nice to score, but sometimes, you just can’t score,” Hintz said. 

Both of Hintz’s goals came on the power play, snapping a skid for the 
Stars man-advantage. Dallas entered Sunday 0 for 9 on the road trip and 
had scored multiple power-play goals in just one of the last 13 games. 

The Stars used a spread power play that helped create space for Hintz’s 
second goal. 

“At the end of the day, you’ve still got to make plays and guys did a good 
job,” Pavelski said. “Some nice finish out of Roope on those.” 

Ovi’s one-timer: Alexander Ovechkin made his presence known on 
Sunday night, especially with his lethal one-timer. 

Ovechkin scored a power-play goal on a one-timer, notching his 40th 
goal of the season. This is Ovechkin’s 12th 40-goal season of his career, 
matching Wayne Gretzky for most in NHL history. 

He also pounded Radek Faksa with a one-timer in the first period, 
sending Faksa hobbling to the bench and into the Stars dressing room. 
He returned later in the first period. 

“You know exactly where [Ovechkin is] going to be,” Bowness said. 
“When you set your penalty kill up, you try to avoid somebody eating a 
puck, whether it’s the weak-side forward like Faksy was or your right 
defense, somebody’s got to eat a puck. Faksy didn’t hesitate and he 
came back. He’s been great the last five, six games.” 

It was also Oettinger’s first start against Ovechkin. What was it like facing 
that legendary one-timer? 

“It’s all that it’s cracked up to be, and then some, for sure,” Oettinger 
said. “Luckily, we didn’t really give him too many. Obviously, he beat me 
on that one. I’m a part of the history now and thankfully, just got the win. 
It’s kind of crazy playing against him.” 

Oettinger made three saves on Ovechkin one-timers. 

“It’s hard because it doesn’t come at you like a normal one-timer that’s 
flat,” Oettinger said. “That’s the reason it’s so good, I don’t even know 
necessarily if he knows really where it’s going.” 

Studenic impresses: Marian Studenic picked up his first point as a Star 
when he had the secondary assist on Alexander Radulov’s first-period 
goal. Studenic entered the zone with possession, held on to the puck 
until his linemates arrived, setting up Esa Lindell’s shot and Radulov’s 
deflection. 

Studenic also drew a penalty (the Stars scored on the ensuing power 
play) and hit a post. By the end of the game, Studenic joined the second 
power play unit. 

“He’s been impressive every game,” Bowness said. “He’s what we were 
told. He’s a really good skater, and he gets the puck and he’s calm with 
it, he skates with it. He tried to make plays.” 

Studenic was claimed off waivers by the Stars from New Jersey last 
month. He was also awarded the postgame player of the game chain in 
the dressing room. 

— The trade deadline is Monday. Is Bowness looking forward to when it 
passes? 

“I’m sure the players are,” he said. “We’ll coach whoever is here on 
Tuesday morning.” 
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Stars continue to ride Jake Oettinger in victory over Capitals, but add 
reinforcements postgame 

 

Matthew DeFranks 3/20/2022 
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Update: This story has been updated to reflect new information. 

WASHINGTON — In the third period of the Stars’ 3-2 win over the 
Capitals on Sunday night, Jake Oettinger dispatched his stick and 
launched himself to his right. He sprung off his left foot directly into John 
Carlson’s oncoming one-timer, catching the puck with his right shoulder 
and preserving a Dallas win. 

Just another day for the Stars’ No. 1 goaltender. 

“I haven’t really seen it yet, but I kind of got tied up so I just tried to get 
everything I could over there and thankfully it hit me,” Oettinger said. 

“He’s been really good and that one save he did there, it could have been 
3-3 and he made that kind of save,” Stars forward Roope Hintz said. “It’s 
huge for us.” 

Oettinger made 36 saves (13 in the third period) for the Stars, 
backstopping Dallas to its first regulation win in two weeks and capping a 
four-game road trip with a 2-2-0 record. Hintz scored twice on the power 
play for the Stars, who also received a goal from Alexander Radulov. 

The Stars are now one point behind Vegas for the second Wild Card spot 
in the Western Conference with three games in hand on the Golden 
Knights. Dallas returns home for one game, a Tuesday tilt with 
Edmonton. 

For the last two months, Oettinger has been charged with keeping the 
Stars in the playoff hunt. Sunday was his 18th start in the last 20 games, 
and the second time he played both ends of a back-to-back. He’s taken 
over the team’s starting role, and ticked off milestones along the way. 

He had a coming out party by making 46 saves in Colorado against the 
best team in the league. He outdueled his idol in Chicago to post his 
second career shutout. He won his first start back home in Minnesota 
earlier this month. 

Now, he’s doing it with little margin for error. 

Braden Holtby missed his fifth straight game with a lower-body injury. 
With Ben Bishop’s career over (knee injury) and Anton Khudobin’s 
season over (hip surgery), Oettinger is currently being backed up by 
Adam Scheel. Scheel is in his first year of professional hockey and has 
never played an NHL game. 

Before the game, Bowness said Holtby remains day-to-day, but he has 
not skated since practice on Wednesday in Montreal. Holtby did not 
complete practice sessions Monday in Frisco, Tuesday in Toronto or 
Wednesday in Montreal, leaving early each time. 

Add in the tight games that the Stars are usually involved in, and the 
typically low-scoring offensive outputs by Dallas and, well, there’s not 
much wiggle room. 

“There’s no room,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 

On Saturday night, Bowness approached Oettinger to tell him he was 
starting the game on Sunday in Washington. 

“I said ‘Jake, you’re going. But if you feel any bit of fatigue, you look me 
in the eye and you tell me,’” Bowness said. “He said ‘Nope, I’ll be ready 
to go, coach.’ And he was ready to go.” 

Oettinger said: “This is what I want. I want to be playing every game. 
Backing up is no fun. Like I said earlier, I have a great opportunity in front 
of me and hopefully, I can just keep being a difference-maker for this 
team and come up with big stops at the right time.” 

The opportunity to give Oettinger some breathing room arrived later on 
Sunday night, with the Stars acquiring goaltender Scott Wedgewood from 
Arizona for a conditional 2023 fourth-round pick. If the Stars make the 
playoffs this season, it becomes a 2023 third-round pick. 

Wedgewood makes $825,000 against the salary cap and is an 
unrestricted free agent in the offseason. He has played in 26 games this 
season with a .911 save percentage and 3.16 goals against average. 

Wedgewood’s addition provides depth for the Stars behind Oettinger, 
and insurance in case Holtby continues to be out of the lineup. He could 
also be an option to back up Oettinger next season if the Stars are 
interested in re-signing him. 

Questions still surround Holtby heading into Monday. How healthy is he? 
When can he make his return? How will he play when he returns? How 
much can the Stars trust that he won’t get hurt again? 

After Sunday’s win over the Capitals, the Stars (34-24-3) have 21 games 
left in the regular season. They have a two-day break between games 
just twice through the end of April. Oettinger will be leaned on heavily, 
but the Stars can’t solely ride Oettinger for four straight months — the 
last two and the next two. 

“He’s been really good, he’s been really good,” Stars forward Joe 
Pavelski said. “He’s done his job. He’s given us a chance, he’s made 
some key saves throughout a night.” 

In order to create the cap space for Wedgewood, the Stars will send 
down Scheel on Monday. After Wedgewood’s addition and Scheel’s 
removal, Dallas will have $258,333 in cap space available. 

The Stars can still create more. 

Andrej Sekera cleared waivers and can be assigned to AHL affiliate 
Texas, burying $1.125 million of his $1.5 million cap hit. If the Stars 
placed Miro Heiskanen ($8.45 million cap hit) on LTIR, he would have to 
miss the next two games to fulfill the 10-game and 24-day LTIR 
minimums. If Holtby ($2 million cap hit) goes on LTIR, he would have to 
miss the next three games. 
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Stars observations: Roope Hintz, Jake Oettinger shine; Miro Heiskanen 
progresses 

 

Saad Yousuf 3/21/2022 

 

WASHINGTON — Conventional wisdom would have the Stars leaving 
Capital One Arena with a loss. They had lost four out of their past five 
games, were coming off a loss to a non-playoff team and playing against 
a playoff team on the second night of a back-to-back. 

So, naturally, the Stars never trailed and beat the Capitals 3-2 in a 
physical, high-energy game. From an encouraging update on Miro 
Heiskanen to Thomas Harley getting benched and all that the game itself 
entailed, Sunday was a busy day for the Stars. Let’s dive in. 

Heiskanen progressing 

After being out for a little over two weeks, Heiskanen is making progress 
toward his return to the lineup. Heiskanen was ruled out indefinitely, 
labeled as week to week, with mononucleosis. Given the nature of mono, 
especially in the context of a heavy contact sport, the Stars aren’t rushing 
him back. Heiskanen worked toward his conditioning by riding the bike 
Saturday and Sunday. He’s expected to skate individually Monday 
morning on an off day for the Stars. 

Though getting back on the ice is an encouraging step for Heiskanen and 
the Stars, his return to the lineup is still a little ways away. Head coach 
Rick Bowness said he “would doubt it very, very much” that Heiskanen 
plays Tuesday when the Stars host the Edmonton Oilers. 
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“He’s been off way too long,” Bowness said. “He’s not fully recovered. … 
His recovery is probably taking a little longer than we would like.” 

The Oilers are three points ahead of the Stars, and Dallas has a game in 
hand. Edmonton is third in the Pacific but could fall into the wild-card 
race, depending on its close battle in the standings with Vegas. 
Heiskanen’s absence against the Oilers would likely be felt in a 
significant way as the Stars try to defend Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. Heiskanen was a big part of the reason the Stars were able to 
slow down the duo in November and win the game at the American 
Airlines Center. 

After the Stars play the Oilers on Tuesday, they travel to Carolina on 
Thursday. The Stars’ next full-team practice is Wednesday, and Bowness 
said he would like for Heiskanen to go through at least one practice 
before returning to game action. The Stars will host the Vancouver 
Canucks on Saturday. Bowness said the hope is that Heiskanen is able 
to play in that game. 

“I would hope for Saturday but the key word there is ‘hope,’” Bowness 
said. “We’ll see where it goes.” 

Thomas Harley benched 

Bowness also made a lineup change, replacing Thomas Harley with Joel 
Hanley. For a little while, with Heiskanen on injured reserve and Andrej 
Sekera on long-term injured reserve, the Stars had no options but to play 
the six defensemen available on the roster. With Sekera’s recent return 
from LTIR, Bowness has seven healthy options. 

He explained his decision to scratch Harley as a result of the goals 
against outweighing the offensive reward. Harley had a good offensive 
game Saturday in New York against the Islanders but was on the ice for 
two goals allowed. New York’s first goal came seven seconds after 
Harley lost a battle for the puck along the boards behind the Stars’ net. 

The third goal came after a turnover from Harley in the Stars’ own zone 
and a cross-ice pass through him. 

Though plus-minus hardly tells the full story, at five-on-five, Harley has 
been on the ice for one goal for and five goals against for a minus-4 in 
the past four games. Over that span, John Klingberg is five goals for and 
one against for a plus-4, Esa Lindell has four goals for and one against 
for a plus-3, Ryan Suter has three goals for and three goals against for 
even, and Jani Hakanpaa has zero goals for and two goals against for a 
minus-2. Harley is also the only one of the defensemen who is not on any 
special teams units. 

“There are too many goals against,” Bowness said. “If you’re offsetting 
that with offense, OK, you can live with it. But if you’re not putting any 
offense on the wall and you’re getting responsible for goals against, we 
got to fix it.” 

How does Bowness intend to help Harley? 

“Just video and teaching him. Again, the biggest thing for a young player 
is learning how to play the intensity up here,” Bowness said. “That’s all it 
is for him. It’s not his skill set, it’s not his mind; it’s the intensity with which 
you play the game up here, especially at this time of year. You can’t get 
pushed off pucks and give up goals. You’ve got to get back and move the 
puck. Can’t turn it over. Those are details. Can he do those things? 
Absolutely. Does he have to raise his intensity to do those things? Yes.” 

Goal scorer Roope Hintz 

Roope Hintz’s success isn’t simply measured on the stat sheet. He’s the 
driving centerman of the Stars’ top line, which is one of the best lines in 
the NHL. When Jason Robertson or Joe Pavelski tastes success, Hintz 
usually has something to do with it, whether the box score shows it. He’s 
also on the first power-play unit and a regular penalty killer for the Stars. 

Still, Hintz is a scorer, and since the beginning of February, he had tallied 
only three goals in 18 games before Sunday and hadn’t scored a goal in 
his past eight contests. Against the Capitals, he scored two goals, both 
on the power play. 

“I know he hasn’t scored much in the last 10 to 15 games, but he was 
getting chances every game,” Bowness said. “The talent that he has, you 
just know eventually, just keep doing what you’re doing and it’ll go in.” 

On the first goal, Hintz was flat on his stomach 27 seconds into the 
power play. The Stars regained possession of the puck, and Robertson 
found Hintz roaming free down the middle and Hintz finished with a pretty 
backhand. 

On Hintz’s game-winning goal, Tyler Seguin passed down low to 
Pavelski, who used his quick decision-making net-front wizardry to find 
Hintz. 

“Kind of as it’s happening,” Pavelski said of when he made the decision 
to feed Hintz. “You know your options. At first, I was thinking tip on the 
side there and then Seggy makes a little soft play, their guy’s pressuring 
and you see Roope coming down, you’re trying to get it to an area for 
him.” 

Hintz’s two goals gave him 25 for the season, breaking a tie with Pavelski 
for second on the team. Robertson leads the Stars with 30 goals. 

Braden Holtby honored 

During a first-period TV timeout, the Capitals gave Braden Holtby a video 
tribute. Holtby is injured so he wasn’t active for the game but was in the 
building for the first time as a visitor after spending the first decade of his 
career in Washington. Holtby won a Vezina Trophy, Jennings Trophy and 
a Stanley Cup, making some legendary saves along the way. 

Braden Holtby gets a hearty tribute video and a long ovation in his first 
return back to Capital One Arena since he left 
pic.twitter.com/M6cv2Kq3M0 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) March 20, 2022 

The video lasted well over two minutes, and Holtby acknowledged the 
fans multiple times after the video ended as they gave him a rousing 
standing ovation. 

“I had tears in my eyes,” Bowness said. “That’s emotion. You’ve got to 
love the fans here. They’re passionate. I love it here. It shows the respect 
and love they have for Braden, as we all do. You get emotional watching 
it because that’s what hockey’s all about, right? The passion of the fans, 
the passion of the players. That’s what you love about this game.” 

“He’s been unbelievable for me,” Jake Oettinger said. “First of all, he’s 
just a great guy so to see him get that type of ovation, obviously is very 
well-deserved. I kind of got emotional a little bit. I can’t imagine meaning 
that much to a fan base. Obviously, he got it done here. He’s a legend 
and he got the ovation he deserved. I just can’t say enough good things 
about how good he’s been to me. There’s a reason you only hear great 
things about him. We’re going to be friends for a really long time, even 
after hockey, so I was happy for him.” 

Oettinger continues to roll 

Oettinger continues to dazzle in the crease. On Sunday, he was the 
Stars’ best penalty killer, as they killed off Washington’s first three power 
plays and four out of five overall. On Washington’s fourth power play, the 
Capitals scored on a signature Alexander Ovechkin one-timer from the 
left circle. 

“It’s all it’s cracked up to be and then some, for sure,” Oettinger said. 
“Luckily, we didn’t give them too many. Obviously, he beat me on that 
one so I’m a part of the history now. Thankfully, we just got the win. Kind 
of crazy playing against him.” 

Oettinger further detailed what it was like facing Ovechkin’s one-timer, 
which he saw multiple times but got victimized by only once. 

“It’s almost hard because it doesn’t come at you like normal one-timers, 
like flat,” Oettinger said. “It’s the reason it’s so good because I don’t even 
know necessarily if he knows really where it’s going. You just try to get 
out there, get on the angle and hopefully, it hits you. One did and one 
didn’t, but we got the win and that’s the most important thing.” 
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Since the beginning of February, the Capitals have the third-best power 
play in the NHL. 

The Stars also talk about making the timely save and scoring the timely 
goal. Oettinger’s save on John Carlson fits the bill of the timely save the 
Stars needed. 

“I kind of got tied up so I just tried to get everything I could over there,” 
Oettinger said. “Thankfully, it hit me.” 

Oettinger’s play, particularly as the Stars got dominated on the puck in 
the third period guarding a lead, was key. He was especially big in the 
final five minutes, not allowing damage on a power play and then a 
stretch of six-on-five play. Oettinger has started 18 of the past 20 games 
for the Stars, including two seven-game-start streaks. The second one is 
an active streak and is expected to reach eight consecutive games 
Tuesday with no immediate end in sight. 

“This is what I want. I want to be playing every game,” Oettinger said. 
“Backing up is no fun. I have a great opportunity in front of me and 
hopefully, I can keep being a difference-maker for this team, coming up 
with big stops at the right time.” 

The Stars added some goaltender depth late Sunday evening. They 
acquired goaltender Scott Wedgewood from the Arizona Coyotes for a 
conditional fourth-round draft pick in 2023. The pick turns into a third-
rounder if the Stars qualify for the playoffs in 2022. 

Wedgewood is a 29-year-old goaltender who has started 25 games this 
season, two for the New Jersey Devils and 23 for the Coyotes. Despite 
playing on a bad team in front of him, Wedgewood has a .909 save 
percentage in his 29 total games played this season. More analysis on 
this move and potentially any others the Stars make will come after the 
deadline Monday afternoon. 

Jamie Benn’s questionable play 

As the Capitals tried to score the equalizer in the final minute, Jamie 
Benn and Carlson went racing for a puck down the other end, which 
resulted in a dangerous play that left Carlson slow to get up. 

The head coaches on each side had differing opinions on the nature of 
the play. 

Laviolette on the Benn cross check that sent Carlson hard into the end 
boards at the end of the game: "That's dirty." Asked if the league needs 
to look at it, Laviolette said: "They have to. That's one of our best 
players." #Caps 

— Tarik El-Bashir (@Tarik_ElBashir) March 21, 2022 

“I mean, that’s two guys going for a loose puck,” Bowness said when 
asked whether he was concerned about potential discipline from the 
league. “He gives him a little shot in the hips and he goes down, so I 
hope not.” 
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Still some defensemen possibilities for Blues as trade deadline looms 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

Starting with the lost weekend in New York, the Blues are 2-4-3 in March. 

They have allowed 32 goals in those nine games. OK, there were a 
couple of empty-net goals — one against the New York Rangers on 
March 2 and another against Ottawa on March 8. And a shootout goal by 
Pittsburgh last Thursday as well. 

But it still adds up to a 3.44 goals-against average this month for the 
Blues, which ranks 19th in the league over that span. March madness, 
indeed. And hardly the direction you want to be going with the 
postseason fast approaching. 

So with the trade deadline almost here — it arrives at 2 p.m. (St. Louis 
time) Monday — coach Craig Berube was asked if his team needs help 
defensively after Saturday’s 5-4 loss in Columbus. 

“My job’s to coach the team — the players that are here,” Berube said 
with a nervous laugh. “And that’s what I’m doing.” 

Correct. It’s general manager Doug Armstrong who buys the groceries, to 
borrow from the vernacular of Hall of Fame football coach Bill Parcells. 
The specific item would be lefthanded defensemen. And so far no 
groceries have been purchased, at least in part because they’ve been so 
pricey. 

People are also reading… 

At the top of the list, Anaheim’s Hampus Lindholm went to Boston for a 
first-round draft pick, two second-rounders with three other lesser 
defensemen switching jerseys between the teams. Lindholm, 28, is a 
pending unrestricted free agent with at $5.2 million cap count this 
season. 

Montreal’s Ben Chiarot went to Florida for a first-rounder, a fourth-
rounder and a prospect. Chiarot, 30, is a pending UFA with a $3.5 million 
cap count. 

On Sunday, Seattle’s Mark Giordano went to Toronto for two second-
round picks and a third-rounder. Giordano, 38, is a pending UFA with a 
$6.75 million cap count. 

Several less-expensive options also have been moved ahead of the 
trade deadline: Josh Manson (to Colorado), Travis Harmonic (to Ottawa), 
Travis Dermott (to Vancouver), Robert Hagg (to Florida) and Troy 
Stecher (to Los Angeles). Some are left defenseman, which is the Blues’ 
biggest need on the blueline, but some in the group are right D-men. 

It’s debatable how much, if at all, the players in that group would have 
raised the level of play on the St. Louis defense. 

Among left defensemen frequently mentioned as possibly being on the 
market, that leaves Jakob Chychrun of Arizona, Carson Soucy of Seattle, 
Nick Leddy of Detroit, Calvin de Haan of Chicago and Brendan Dillon of 
Winnipeg. 

Chychrun currently is sidelined by a lower-body injury, which makes 
moving him more complicated. 

De Haan and Dillon both played Sunday for their respective teams. If a 
trade was imminent, that wouldn’t seem to have been the case. Same for 
Soucy on Saturday — he was in the lineup for the Kraken. 

But Leddy was held out of the lineup for Detroit. The longtime Islander 
has plenty of playoff experience: 121 postseason games, four conference 
finals and a one Stanley Cup title (with Chicago). Detroit had a scout in 
attendance at the Blues’ March 13 home game against Winnipeg. 

Leddy, 30, is a pending unrestricted free agent, with a current cap count 
of $5.5 million. 

Would Leddy, or anyone else listed above that’s still available be able to 
help the Blues? Maybe we’ll get the chance to find out by Monday 
afternoon. 

If nothing else, at least some of the Blues will be relieved when the 
deadline’s come and gone. After the Columbus game, veteran forward 
David Perron was asked if the pending trade deadline was weighing on 
some players. 

“I don’t know,” Perron said. “It is certainly a little bit on certain guys that 
don’t have contracts next year. But other than that, it’s business as usual. 
You come to work and see what happens.” 
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Among Blues players who are pending free agents, and thus don’t have 
contracts after this season, are goalie Ville Husso. And Perron. 
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Blues' Toropchenko looking for another growth spurt — this time, as an 
NHL player 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

Alexei Toropchenko wasn’t always the biggest guy on his hockey team. 
Far from it. 

“Actually, when I was young — probably 15 — I was like the smallest guy 
on the team,” Toropchenko said. “And then one year in the summer, I go 
up like 15 centimeters tall and I start to be bigger.” 

For those not conversant in the metric system, 15 centimeters is nearly 
six inches. That’s a lot of growing in one summer. He had to get new 
clothes. 

These days, at 6 feet 6 and 220 pounds, the rookie forward is among the 
biggest of the Blues. Colton Parayko might be a little heavier. Logan 
Brown might be slightly taller. But you get the point. This is a big body, 
and late in the second period of the Blues’ 5-4 loss Saturday to 
Columbus, Toropchenko used that frame exactly how coach Craig 
Berube wants him to use it. 

“It was off of the faceoff,” Toropchenko said. “A couple of hard plays. 
Make the defense defend other things. ‘DP’ (David Perron) and ‘O’Ry’ 
(Ryan O’Reilly) made good plays to find ‘Faulker’ (Justin Faulk). And I 
just went in front of the net to screen the goalie and ‘Faulker’ had a great 
shot.” 

People are also reading… 

Faulk’s shot from the edge of the right faceoff circle popped out of the 
glove of Columbus goalie Elvis Merzlikins and onto the ice in front of the 
net. One of the reasons Merzlikins didn’t make a clean catch might have 
been that Toropchenko was in front of him, practically blotting out the 
sun. 

Anyway, Toropchenko turned to his left, spotted the puck on the ice and 
swatted it in with a quick backhand for his first NHL goal. Perron retrieved 
the puck for Toropchenko. Because he’s currently staying at a hotel in St. 
Louis, Toropchenko isn’t sure if he has a place to display the keepsake. 

“I’ll find one,” he said. 

After the game, Torpchenko was asked if he scored many net-front goals 
in the American Hockey League for the Springfield Thunderbirds. 

“Like a couple, but not many,” he replied with a laugh. 

But the more he thought about, the lower that goal total got. 

“Probably this is my first net-front goal,” he confessed. “When I played in 
Springfield, I always scored with a shot.” 

Toropchenko, a 22-year-old native of Moscow, was a fourth-round pick in 
2017 — the same draft that brought Robert Thomas to the Blues. With 
the exception of his final season in juniors, when he tallied 30 combined 
goals in the regular season and playoffs for the Guelph Storm of the 
Ontario Hockey League, Toropchenko never has been a big scorer. 

He has 10 goals in 42 games for Springfield this season and a modest 
seven goals in 45 games last season for Kunlun Red Star in the 
Kontinental Hockey League. 

In St. Louis, Berube has made it crystal clear what Toropchenko needs to 
do to carve out a career in the NHL. 

“Because I’m big, you know, screen the goalie,” Toropchenko said. 

There’s more to it than that, which Toropchenko is well aware of. 

“Of course I understand,” he said. “This season in AHL I tried to do the 
same thing every time on ice. Like be physical, be first on the forecheck, 
be smart on defense and create on offense.” 

Playing in the NHL has been Toropchenko’s dream. Many Russians and 
European prospects stay overseas after getting drafted, but Toropchenko 
came right over to North America for junior hockey. He figures his game 
is more suited to the North American style, in which the game is more 
physical and there’s not as much space because the rinks are smaller. 

The Blues have been a tough roster to make in recent seasons, but 
Toropchenko never got frustrated. 

“No. I always was happy with where I am, because for me it should be 
step by step,” he said. “You can’t like jump over your head, you just need 
to be better and better, and your time will come.” 

One of the ongoing projects for Berube this season has been to find a 
combination of players who click on the fourth line. The challenge now for 
Toropchenko, with just 11 NHL games on his resumé, is to have some 
staying power. 

“I think it’s just about him continuing to get better game in, game out,” 
Berube said. “You can’t predict the future on a player. All I know is that 
he’s a smart player. He’s got good hockey sense. He’s got great speed. 
And he’s got great size. So he’s got a lot of great things going for him.” 

Berube likes Toropchenko’s straight-line mentality on the ice. And 
because of that, Toropchenko’s game is predictable to the coach. That 
wasn’t always the case with Klim Kostin — a first-round selection in the 
same 2017 draft that produced Thomas and Toropchenko. Kostin now is 
in Springfield, in the AHL. 

“He reads the play well, he understands where the puck’s gonna go, and 
he gets on top of it,” Berube said of Toropchenko. “And because of that, 
he draws penalties and things. He’s a hard guy to handle, and he drives 
hard to the net. He drives hard to the goal line. He’s always there. He 
arrives on time. That’s a big thing — arriving on time.” 

Of course, in the broader picture of an NHL career, it’s one thing to arrive 
on time. It’s another thing to stick around. For Toropchenko, more net-
front goals will help that cause. 
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Inside Ève Gascon's history-making week with the Gatineau Olympiques 

 

Scott Wheeler 20/03/2022 

 

GATINEAU, Que. — The lights fell and the voice of Slush Puppy Centre 
public address announcer Serge Côté came over the mic. 

After introducing the home team Gatineau Olympiques’ five starters at 
forward and on defence, he paused briefly, the crowd of 4,700 (the new 
arena’s first sellout in its inaugural season) rising to its feet in a swell of 
applause and cheers. 

“Et dans le but, in the goal, le numero 37, number 37, Ève… Gascon!” 

Then the lights rose, the puck dropped, and a hockey game was played. 

The visiting Rimouski Oceanic won 5-4 in overtime. 
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Their first goal was scored on a point blank shot from the slot ripped 
under the bar and over her left shoulder by Oceanic forward Julien 
Beland on a 3-on-2 rush. The second and third were both scored on two 
of the six power plays surrendered by the Olympiques, who found 
themselves in penalty trouble throughout the game. The fourth was a 
tipped point shot. The fifth was another odd-man rush finished short-side 
high in transition at 3-on-3. 

Gascon made 18 saves, including a group of sliding cross-crease stops, 
repeatedly bringing the crowd back to its feet in a roar. 

“Gascon! Gascon! Gascon!” they chanted with 11 minutes left in the third 
after another post-to-post save held the Olympiques’ narrow 4-3 lead. 

When it was over, she’d made history, becoming just the fourth woman to 
play in a CHL game and the second to start in one. 

But to Gascon, an 18-year-old from Terrebonne, Que., a suburb on the 
north shore of Montreal, this was something closer to normal, the 
continuation of a story that is familiar with making history — and only just 
beginning. 

This is what she does. 

And this week, as she prepared for her latest chapter to be written, she, 
her family, and the Olympiques let The Athletic inside it. 

Here’s how it happened. 

At camp this fall, Gascon appeared in five preseason games, stopping 85 
of the 91 shots she faced for a .934 save percentage. (Photo: Dominic 
Charette) 

10:32 a.m., March 18 

Manon Rhéaume is driving between work commitments somewhere in 
Michigan, complaining over the speakerphone in her car about her 
memory — “It has been a long time,” she says, laughing. 

Then she jumps into reciting one from more than 30 years ago in crystal 
clear detail. 

It was Nov. 26, 1991, and she was sitting on the bench at the Colisée de 
Trois-Rivières, backing up in a QMJHL game against the Granby Bisons. 

When her Draveurs’ jumped out to a 4-1 lead midway through the first 
period, she figured she wasn’t going to be getting into the net. 

But then it was 5-5 in a flash, and when the Bisons tied the game midway 
through the second period, Draveurs head coach Gaston Drapeau turned 
to her and said, “You’re going in.” 

So she threw her helmet on, stepped through the gate of the bench, and 
skated to her net, like she had so many times. 

Only this time she was more nervous than she’d ever been before. 

The first shot she faced snuck behind her, saved off the goal line by one 
of her teammates. 

Then, just after she’d settled into the game, her debut ended before it 
did. 

In the third period, a rising shot struck and broke her cage, cutting her 
eye open. 

At first, she didn’t even notice, fighting through the impact to stay in the 
play and track the puck. When both of her eyes began to cloud, she 
thought it was just sweat trickling down her forehead. It wasn’t until she 
swiped up under her mask to wipe it away that she realized her face was 
covered in blood. 

At the bench, they told her they’d have to get it checked out and that 
she’d have to leave the game. 

So Rhéaume’s QMJHL debut lasted just 17 minutes and four seconds. 
She made nine stops on 12 shots in what became a 10-6 come-from-

behind victory for the opposing Bisons. While the game finished, she 
went to the hospital for seven stitches. 

She’d made history, though, becoming the first woman to appear in a 
CHL game. 

The next day, with her eye completely swollen, she met with a group of 
reporters to tell her story. 

“See, this is why women should not play hockey,” one of the reporters 
said to her. 

“Because if it was a man behind the mask, I’m sure the mask never 
would have broken?” she thought to herself sarcastically without 
answering. 

She didn’t realize at the time that that wouldn’t be the first time she’d 
hear something like that about herself, either. 

She also had no idea the impact she’d have during the career that 
awaited her after that moment. 

“When I went in net, I had no clue that my story was going to inspire 
people. It took me years to realize that,” Rhéaume said. 

She’d go on to become the first woman to play in an NHL exhibition 
game, playing for the Tampa Bay Lightning in a preseason game against 
the St. Louis Blues in 1992 and joining the Boston Bruins for their training 
camp in 1993. She’d play parts of five seasons in both the ECHL and the 
IHL to a series of more firsts there, too. She’d win two gold medals with 
Team Canada at women’s worlds and an Olympic silver at the 1998 
Games in Nagano. 

A decade after her appearance with the Draveurs, Charline Labonté took 
Rhéaume’s legacy a step further, becoming the full-time backup of the 
QMJHL’s Acadie-Bathurst Titan and appearing in 28 games across two 
seasons. Labonté would win a further four Olympic golds with Canada, 
eight women’s world championship medals, three CIS titles with McGill 
University, two CWHL goaltender of the year awards, and one Clarkson 
Cup with the Montreal Canadiennes. 

After Rhéaume and Labonté, Shannon Szabados made similar history in 
the WHL, appearing in five games for the Tri-City Americans (four 
exhibition games and one regular season game). She’d play two 
decades at or near the top of the men’s and women’s game, becoming 
the first woman to play at the Jr. A-level AJHL, where she played 162 
games, winning the AJHL’s goaltender of the year award in 2006-07 with 
a .920 save percentage as the starting goalie for the Fort Saskatchewan 
Traders. After five seasons in Canadian men’s college hockey with Grant 
MacEwan College and the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, 
Szabados played a further 51 games in the SPHL, all while backstopping 
Canada’s national women’s team to two more Olympic golds, including a 
best goaltender award at the Vancouver Olympics in 2010. 

Now, back in her car, Rhéaume was talking about Gascon on the eve of 
another debut, with a greater appreciation than ever before for what she 
— and Labonté and Szabados after her — have helped accomplish in 
hockey. 

Their success has turned generational. When Rhéaume skated onto the 
ice in Trois-Rivières, Gascon was still a dozen years from being born. 

And though she’s never met Gascon, she talks about her every chance 
she gets — on TV with the work she does in RDS and to the kids she 
coaches with the Detroit Little Caesars. 

When she heard the news earlier this week that Gascon would be 
starting for the Olympiques, she sent her a message to wish her well. 

“I’ve just heard great things about her and her potential,” Rhéaume said. 
“I think it’s so great to see more girls continue to pave the way for other 
young girls. It teaches you to have dreams. She’s going to get to talk 
about her dreams, she’s going to get to talk about her journey. All of that 
is going to help to inspire people. I know for sure now that everything 
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she’s going to do there is going to inspire young girls, and not just young 
girls but boys.” 

11:48 a.m., March 18 

Gascon is sitting across from a reporter at a small table in a corner suite 
at the Slush Puppy Centre shortly after her final practice of what she 
says has been the busiest week of her young life. 

She says she’s a little nervous but it doesn’t show. 

“I think I will sleep good but if I don’t, I’ll take some melatonin,” she says, 
laughing. “Honestly, I don’t know how I do it. I’ll just be calm and stay 
focussed and not look in the stands. I’m going to drink a lot of water. I 
think my mom is very stressed though.” 

Gascon’s been working for most of her life towards this moment. For a 
long time, she believed it could happen. Then, one day, she stopped. 
And now she’s here. 

Growing up, she played with and against many of the players she’s now 
preparing to face. 

Though she started playing hockey as a forward, she gravitated to the 
goal when her two older brothers, Félix (who was drafted into the QMJHL 
in 2017 by the Halifax Mooseheads) and Raphael, would throw her in net 
for their street hockey games. 

She began playing goalie full-time at seven and after her first practice in 
net, a local junior hockey coach pulled her parents, Stéphane and 
Caroline, aside to tell them the obvious: She should stick with it, she’s a 
natural. 

She was more than a natural, too. She became one of the very best 
goalies in her area, the competitive suburbs just north of Montreal, 
playing AAA boys hockey in every year of minor hockey except one (she 
spent her peewee season playing AA). 

In 2018, she made her first bit of history when she was invited to tryout 
for the Phénix du Collège Esther-Blondin’s midget AAA team. After 
leading their camp in save percentage, she was named to the team, 
becoming the first girl to play full-time in Quebec’s top minor hockey 
level. 

But when she was passed over in the QMJHL draft, she crossed out the 
league as part of her plans and dreams, turning her focus to the women’s 
game. 

That started with an audition for the national under-18 team in 2019, 
when she was the youngest player in camp. It continued in 2020, when 
she became the team’s starter and led Canada to a silver medal with a 3-
1 record and a .938 save percentage. She was likely going to start for the 
team for a second time in 2021 but the tournament was cancelled by the 
IIHF. 

After her two seasons at the midget AAA level, she and her family 
adviser, Marc Purdon of OLP Sports, then began thinking about a move 
to the women’s game for the first time and she committed to the 
University of Minnesota Duluth’s women’s program. She was also heavily 
recruited to play for the Etobicoke Junior Dolphins in the PWHL and was 
very close to joining the team before she was invited to play for the men’s 
team at Saint-Laurent College, where she could get a French-language 
education close to home before heading off to Minnesota Duluth. 

(Though men’s college hockey players aren’t allowed to play 
professionally before college and the QMJHL qualifies under their 
professional designation, NCAA bylaw 12.2.3.2.1 passed in 2010 to 
exempt athletes outside of skiing and men’s ice hockey “provided the 
individual does not receive more than actual and necessary expenses to 
participate on the team.” Minnesota Duluth head coach Maura Crowell 
was unable to speak about Gascon for this story under NCAA rules, 
which prevent her from talking about a verbally committed player, but did 
confirm that she remains eligible to join the program in the fall of 2023.) 

After making the decision to stay in Quebec for the time being, Gascon 
got a call from Olympiques head coach and general manager Louis 
Robitaille inviting her to training camp. 

The call brought her QMJHL aspirations back into focus in an instant. 

At camp this fall, she thrived, appearing in five preseason games and 
stopping 85 of the 91 shots she faced for a .934 save percentage (best 
among the 10 QMJHL goalies who played more than 200 minutes in 
preseason). 

“I know that I can play at this level,” she said of what that preseason gave 
her before launching into explaining how she overcomes her 5-foot-7 
frame to match the bigger goalies on the men’s side of the sport. “I’m a 
technical goalie and I’m very athletic so if I need to do a split I can do it. 

“I feel good. I’m very confident. It will prove that a girl can play with the 
boys. We’re capable. I think I need to do it for women’s hockey. I want to 
have a good game to prove that women can play with boys and show 
that women deserve the same thing as boys. I want to be good for young 
girls.” 

Though she wasn’t named to the Olympiques’ opening day roster, 
Gascon held out hope for a call-up at some point in the season and 
returned to college, where she split starts with her partner, Emerik 
Barbereau, and out-performed him with a 10-5 record and a .899 save 
percentage (to Barbereau’s .877 save percentage). 

Last week, in need of a goalie after Dallas Stars prospect Remi Poirier 
got injured, Robitaille called her for a second time, inviting her to join the 
team. 

She arrived on Saturday, March 12, and the team set her up with the 
same billet family of four she had stayed with for training camp. She 
backed up through last weekend’s game. 

From her first introduction to the group, they all embraced her. 

“All of the guys have been very nice to me. They try to make me talk,” 
she said, laughing. “I’m a little bit shy so it’s hard but they’ve really made 
me a part of the group.” 

A few days later, after getting into a week’s worth of practices, Robitaille 
called her a third time. 

“How do you think practice has been going,” Robitaille asked her. 

“I think good,” she answered. 

“I think you did great and you’re going to start on Saturday,” he told her. 

The first thing she did was cry. Then she told her mom and they cried 
together. Not long after they hung up, Robitaille made the announcement 
on French radio. 

Within minutes, her phone flooded with notifications. 

“I closed my Facebook, Instagram, Messenger, everything,” she said, 
laughing. “I turned off all of the notifications.” 

Among them was the note from Rhéaume and others from Labonté, 
current Team Canada goalie Ann-Renée Desbiens and captain Marie-
Philip Poulin. Soon, Quebec musicians and comedians were reaching 
out. 

It wasn’t the first time some of them had reached out, either. Gascon has 
practiced with Poulin and refers to Labonté as a mentor. She met 
Labonté through a friend of her mom’s when Labtonté was playing for the 
CWHL’s Montreal Stars and she was 8 years old. Labonté sent her home 
from that meeting with a signed stick and the two stayed in touch. A call 
from Labonté was one of the first after she got after she made the midget 
AAA team. Labonté called again this week to encourage her to take it all 
in and remember that it’s also just one more game. 

“She gives me advice when I need some,” Gascon said. “She has taught 
me to stay calm with all of the media and be myself on and off the ice.” 
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She has tried to remind herself of the one more game part, telling herself 
that her dream was the Olympics before it was the Olympiques. 

She’s trying to treat this as a bonus. 

“But this is truly incredible for me,” she says. “I didn’t expect to have such 
a big impact for young girls. It means a lot. It’s very special to be able to 
live this, to have this experience.” 

1:08 p.m., March 19 

It’s three hours before puck drop, and Gascon’s father, mother and 
brother are crowded into a small conference room in the Olympiques’ 
offices on the third floor of the Slush Puppy. 

Caroline and Stéphane are police officers and both were athletes 
growing up (Caroline was a competitive gymnast and Stéphane played a 
slew of sports, including hockey). So athletics were always a big part of 
their family. But they never expected this. 

They’ve been given seats in section 104, which will be just over Ève’s 
right shoulder, and Caroline is planning for more tears. 

“I’m going to cry again… and again,” she says, shaking her head. “I 
cannot read out loud the mail or a message because I always cry. I’m 
more nervous than her, that’s for sure.” 

Raphael never made it as far as Ève and Félix did, playing AA hockey 
growing up, and he’s cheekily blaming his younger sister. 

Years after those road hockey games — “she didn’t really have a 
choice,” he says of her always ending up in net — when Ève was in 
Bantam and Raphael was playing midget, she would fill in at his team’s 
practices whenever they needed a goalie. He and his teammates could 
never score on her and they’ve all followed her career every step of the 
way since. 

“She was very good at a young age. Too good. That’s why I quit hockey,” 
he says, the three of them laughing together. 

Stéphane is trying to pinpoint when he knew that his daughter had a 
chance to get to where she is now. 

He settles on two. 

There was the time she made the midget AAA team in her first try as a 
15-year-old (in a league made up predominantly of 16- and 17-year-
olds). And there was the 2019 Canada Games, in her first experience 
playing on the women’s side, when she backstopped Quebec to a 1-0 
shutout win over Ontario in the semis before falling 2-1 to Alberta in the 
gold medal game. 

Ever since both of those moments, they’ve felt Ève was capable of 
anything. 

“On social media we always read, ‘Oh, it’s a marketing thing, it’s a 
business thing, it’s a show.’ But the people who know her know that she’s 
good. Maybe she’s not going to be as good as we think, but she’s good,” 
Stéphane says. 

“And she’s there and she deserves it,” Caroline adds, forcefully. 

To each of them, Ève is equal parts calm and competitive, the kind of 
person who never looks fazed in the net or in life. 

“She’s always smiling, she always sees the good things when something 
bad happens, and she is very determined — she’s always going to the 
gym,” Stéphane said. “But she’s a little bit shy. You maybe can’t see it 
with all of the interviews but she’s not the person who takes the floor and 
is always at the front.” 

Nothing about that has changed this week. Before they sat down in their 
seats in the conference room, they ran into a typically relaxed Ève in the 
bowels of arena. 

“She has become a little star. She has become a little celebrity in Quebec 
for sure. But it doesn’t really disturb her,” Stéphane says. “She’s not too 
high and not too excited.” 

No matter how the game goes, or whether she gets another, her parents 
insist she has already won. 

“It’s good for everybody,” Caroline says. “It’s good for the organization. 
It’s good for the league. It’s good for her. It’s good for women’s hockey.” 

That doesn’t mean she doesn’t want to win this game specifically, 
though. 

“When the first shot comes, she’s going to be fine,” Caroline says. 

“And if it goes in, she’ll be angry and then she’ll be fine then too,” 
Stéphane adds, not knowing that he’d be foreshadowing. 

“That’s Ève.” 

6:56 p.m., March 19 

Gascon is sitting in that high chair again, surrounded by media — again 
— with her head held high as she re-lives the blur of the week. 

The game, beginning with the rookie lap she didn’t expect (“I was just 
telling myself not to fall,” she says) and ending in 3-on-3 overtime in front 
of the biggest crowd she’d ever played before, was everything she hoped 
it would be, minus the result. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of myself,” she says. 

When she’s done answering questions in both languages, she brushes 
past her coach and watches from behind the gathered reporters as he 
takes questions about her. 

Robitaille says he’s never seen his dressing room as hyped as they were 
for this game and adds that they were disappointed they let her down 
with all of the penalties. He also confesses that he hoped her first shot 
wouldn’t be eight minutes into the game and “right down the pipe,” before 
crediting her for the way she responded. 

“I think she played really good. It’s a tough start with all of the attention 
that she got. She knew the hype around it and all the media were here. 
Whether you’re 16, 17, or even NHL players, it’s always tough when all of 
the spotlights are on you. I thought she handled it really, really well and 
I’m extremely proud of her,” Robitaille says. 

“I’m impressed. I think she was nervous inside but she never showed it. 
She was dialled in. And credit to her. She’s been on the big stage with 
Hockey Canada and when she was the first girl to play midget AAA, but 
never like this.” 

It may not be the last we see of her in the QMJHL either. Though she has 
to return to school after Sunday’s game and there are rules that limit 
college call-ups, Poirier is expected to be out another two weeks and the 
Olympiques plan to have her back for at least three more games 
(Sunday’s back-to-back against Rimouski, Wednesday against Rouyn-
Noranda, and next weekend’s game in Quebec City). 

Though a decision hasn’t been made on whether she’ll start in any of 
them, she promises to be ready to be called upon. 

Whether she does or not, though, it’s now Rhéaume, and Labonté, and 
Szabados, and Gascon. 

And while Gascon was on the ice, standing on their shoulders, Rhéaume 
was checking the scores on her phone, excited to see what heights 
Gascon will reach. 

Her message to Gascon? After the first, there can be a second. 

“She made a name for herself for a reason,” Rheaume said. “It’s because 
she can play.” 

Scott Wheeler covers the NHL draft and prospects nationally for The 
Athletic. Scott has written for the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, The 
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Toronto Sun, the National Post, SB Nation and several other outlets in 
the past. Follow Scott on Twitter @scottcwheeler . 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dermott deal not enough for a Canucks club in need of 
alterations 

 

NHL Highlights: Sabres 3, Canucks 2 (OT) 
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Rasmus Dahlin scored the game-winning goal 48 seconds into overtime 
and earned an assist as the Buffalo Sabres bested the Vancouver 
Canucks 3-2. 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMarch 21, 2022, 2:08 AM 

 

    26 

VANCOUVER -- It is difficult to say if the Vancouver Canucks need more 
Travis Dermotts. But the National Hockey League team needs more 
change. 

For many weeks, president Jim Rutherford and general manager Patrik 
Allvin have been taking the measure of the team they inherited this 
winter, watching the Canucks and assessing strengths and weaknesses, 
while plotting a future. And for most of this time of observation, the 
Canucks they saw were surprisingly good. 

Vancouver went 21-8-5 after general manager Jim Benning and coach 
Travis Green were fired Dec. 5. But in the last week, just in time for 
Monday’s NHL trade deadline, the Canucks reverted to the slow and 
sloppy team whose awful autumn led to the most sweeping regime 
change in franchise history. 

Sunday, the Canucks lost 3-2 in overtime to the Buffalo Sabres. The 
night before, they embarrassed themselves in the first period against the 
Calgary Flames, surrendering three early goals and losing 5-2. 

After working relentlessly for three months to play themselves back into 
the Stanley Cup playoff race, and then survive the race until they hit this 
seven-game homestand in mid-March, the Canucks finished their critical 
stint at Rogers Arena at 2-3-2, losing five of the final six games. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau said before the homestand that it was a chance 
to make hay in the standings. But the Canucks covered themselves in 
chaff by taking just four of the last 12 points available. 

“It was less than successful, I would think,” Boudreau said Sunday. “It's a 
little bit of a wound.” 

It would be reckless and shortsighted to make personnel decisions that 
could impact the Canucks for years on the basis of a disappointing 
homestand or a dismal weekend. But it’s as obvious to Rutherford and 
Allvin as it was to everyone who watched the Canucks in November that 
they’re not good enough. 

They need more speed, a better defence, a more efficient payroll and 
whatever is required to generate consistency and a professional 
readiness for each workday in the NHL. 

Allvin looking to maximize Dermott's potential on Canucks 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 
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“As I said from the start here, we want to take the time to evaluate the 
roster and the players,” Allvin told reporters during a pre-game press 
conference. “I don't make emotional decisions after wins and losses, and 
this is just part of the process of getting younger and also creating some 
cap space here.” 

He was speaking both generally and, specifically, about his first trades 
earlier on Sunday. 

In his first deal as an NHL GM, Allvin convinced the Ottawa Senators to 
surrender a third-round draft pick -- originally owned by the Canucks 
before it was traded to Winnipeg, then Ottawa -- for enigmatic right-side 
defenceman Travis Hamonic. 

Allvin essentially made it a three-way deal when a couple of hours later 
he sent a different third-rounder to the Toronto Maple Leafs for 
defenceman Dermott. 

Time will tell if Dermott is as good as Hamonic, but we know he’s 
younger, cheaper and more reliable. 

Hamonic’s brief stay in Vancouver was encumbered by injury and 
vaccination issues that limited the 31-year-old to 24 games this season. 
The club was assured Hamonic would be vaccinated before the regular 
season. He wasn’t. When he finally showed up at the end of October, 
Hamonic was initially unable to cross the border due to his late 
vaccination. Hamonic didn’t play minor-league games as expected, and 
took longer than initially anticipated to return from a December injury. 

Dermott, by contrast, can’t wait to play for the Canucks. He sounded 
ecstatic Sunday to get another opportunity after his development stalled 
in Toronto, where he was once viewed as significant piece of the Leafs’ 
future. 

“Things happened in Toronto (in) a way that maybe I wasn't planning for 
it to happen,” he said. “But I think a new start for me right now is perfect. 
I'm super happy to be staying in Canada, that's for sure. And I also have 
some family out in B.C., so it seems like a perfect time and perfect place 
for me to be to get a little reset here.” 

Dermott is six years younger than Hamonic and, with a salary of $1.5 
million through next season, half as expensive. The salary-cap 
advantage alone of shedding Hamonic’s $3-million hit would have been 
worth a draft pick. But instead of paying one for some cap relief, Allvin is 
receiving a third from Senators GM Pierre Dorion. 

Big picture, this was a Travis upgrade for the Canucks. 

Little picture, Dermott is probably powerless to stop the Canucks’ sudden 
slide. 

The team looks spent -- as tired mentally as physically after sprinting for 
three months to catch up in the playoff race and treating each game like 
a must-win. 

Sunday against Buffalo, as in their homestand, the Canucks needed 
sharper focus and intensity. 

Repeatedly implored by Boudreau to be better at the start, Vancouver 
instead trailed 1-0 1:50 after the opening faceoff when Casey Mittelstadt 
was given an unguarded runway to use on a breakaway after a neutral-
zone turnover and bad line change. 

The Canucks managed to come back twice against the chronically weak 
Sabres on goals by J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat, but still lost in OT when 
Rasmus Dahlin cut past Horvat and shot from the slot under goalie 
Thatcher Demko at the 48-second mark -- before the Canucks even 
touched the puck three-on-three. 

The team now trudges back to the road for what could be a four-game 
funeral procession that starts Wednesday against the Colorado 
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Avalanche, whose 7-1 win against the Canucks in Denver on Nov. 11 
started the final chapter of the Benning era. 

“We know it's a gauntlet of games, the next seven,” Boudreau said. “We 
know for sure that by the end of that, we'll know whether we've got a 
chance or we don't have a chance. You either embrace the challenge, 
and say: 'Bring it on, let's do it.' Or you fear it. I choose to embrace it 
because if you do get through it and you have success on it, then you've 
played the best teams in the West already and nothing should scare 
you.” 

The Canucks need help. And we don’t just mean on the road trip. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Maple Leafs scored great market value in Giordano 
trade 

 

Luke Fox March 20, 2022, 7:48 PM 

 

TORONTO -- As the hours ticked by and the Toronto Maple Leafs’ other 
targets got plucked at high prices by their aggressive competitors, it 
became increasingly apparent that Kyle Dubas’s big trade deadline swing 
would be for Mark Giordano. 

Of greater intrigue Sunday -- and greater concern for an astutely critical 
fanbase -- wasn’t so much who was coming in next to try to get the 
Maple Leafs over that immovable first-round hump. 

It was how much would he cost. 

Dubas -- whose most famous quote is “We can, and we will” -- believes 
in speaking desires into existence. 

The general manager had made clear that his primary target would be a 
defenceman, recent games of goalie roulette be damned. He also made 
plain that he had no intention of surrendering a first-round pick for a 
rental, a strategy that came back to bite him in 2021, when he paid a 
steep price to borrow Nick Foligno from Columbus and had no tangible 
success to show for it. 

As go-to capologist Brandon Pridham worked his magic math, Dubas 
placed a series of players on waivers and dealt seventh defenceman 
Travis Dermott to the Vancouver Canucks for a 2022 third-round pick 
(Winnipeg’s) on Sunday, clearing roster and cap space. Then he lifted 
the bat from his shoulder. 

Dealing with friendly associate Ron Francis, Dubas acquired Giordano 
and versatile bottom-six forward Colin Blackwell from the Seattle Kraken 
for the Leafs’ 2022 second-round pick, 2023 second-round pick, and 
2024 third-round pick. The Kraken retained 50 per cent of Giordano’s 
salary. 

Toss in the fact that Dubas had previously brought in Ilya Lyubushkin for 
a modest cost, plus wiped some cap burden for 2022-23, and the GM is 
poised to be a deadline winner when the critics rush to kick losers and 
pump tires after Monday’s 3 p.m. ET cut-off passes. 

Unlike fellow Atlantic Division buyers Boston, Florida and Tampa, 
Toronto made good on its objective to hold all first-rounders and Grade-A 
prospects. 

Sure, Giordano’s desire to come home and chase a Cup -- and Francis’s 
desire to do right by Seattle’s first captain -- helped the cause. But in a 
frenzied market, and under the gun to bolster one of hockey’s most 
electric offences with responsible back-end support, this is some fine 
work. 

"Can't say enough good things about him,” says T.J. Brodie, who spent 
years as Giordano’s partner in Calgary. “He's a great guy on and off the 
ice, his dedication and work ethic. He's an unbelievable guy." 

In addition to automatic chemistry with Brodie, Giordano brings all the 
intangibles that make hockey men swoon. 

“What an individual. I had talked to a lot of people, read a lot of things 
about Gio in the past and watched from a distance. But until you're 
around him every day, it's hard to understand just how impactful he is as 
a human being and as a player,” says Kraken coach Dave Hakstol. “He's 
been awesome inside of our dressing room, and he's been great for us.” 

The NHL trade deadline is almost here. Stay informed with our coverage. 

Change comes swiftly during trade season. Find all the latest deadline 
news and analysis, all in one place. 

Up-to-date rumours, transactions and reactions 

Sportsnet's NHL trade tracker 

The 38-year-old left shot may not be best deployed in Toronto at 21-plus-
minutes a night the way he is now. But as a Leaf, he won't need to run a 
power play or be counted on to fuel offence. That would just be a bonus 
to smart positional D-zone play, cycle stuffs, crisp zone exits, and killing 
penalties. 

There’s also a romance to bringing in a local kid, the only undrafted 
Norris winner, and a respected character desperate to win a Stanley Cup 
while he can still have an impact. 

“He’s been a very good player in the league for a long time. New team 
and different situation for him here this season. He's versatile and helps 
teams in all sorts of ways,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

Giordano excited for opportunity to chase Stanley Cup with hometown 
team 
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Morgan Rielly has chatted with Brodie about Giordano and has hung out 
with him through mutual friends. 

“He plays hard,” Rielly says. “In D-zone, he's always working hard. He's 
always taking the body. He’s very physical, and he can still move well. 

“He's always up in the rush, even on the penalty kill ... That he's able to 
get up and down the ice and play as hard as he does has always been 
impressive.” 

With Brodie’s ability to play the right side, we could see him reunited with 
Rielly as Giordano forms a shutdown pair with Holl or Lyubushkin. 
Reuniting Giordano-Brodie is also an option. No doubt, Keefe will 
experiment with a few options over the next 20 games. 

Factor in a healthy Jake Muzzin, and Toronto will enter this post-season 
with its greatest defensive depth of the Core Four era. 

Blackwell, 28, brings edge, youth and defensive responsibility to 
Toronto’s bottom six. He’s another rental, but his $725,000 cap hit was 
as attractive as his positive fancy stats. Despite starting most shifts in his 
own zone, he drives play forward. 

The centre/right wing has eight goals and nine assists in 39 games 
played, to go along with a career-high 57 hits. 

Dubas’s prioritization of the blue line means rolling the dice in goal. 

Losing faith in Petr Mrazek, the Maple Leafs waived the veteran Sunday 
and are taking a flyer on European import Harri Säteri, who inked a one-
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way contract at a pro-rated $750,000. (Säteri must clear waivers Monday 
to join the club.) 

Säteri backstopped Finland to a silver medal at the 2021 World 
Championship and an Olympic gold last month. The 32-year-old was 
lights-out in Beijing, going a perfect 5-0 with a 1.00 GAA and a .962 save 
percentage. 

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound journeyman has been rock solid for the KHL’s 
Novosibirsk Sibir this season, posting a .926 save percentage and 2.02 
GAA. 

Säteri was drafted by San Jose back in 2008 and eventually played nine 
NHL games for Florida nearly a decade later, going 4-4 with a .911 save 
percentage in 2017-18. He spent the following season as the No. 1 for 
AHL Grand Rapids. Once he failed to crack the Red Wings, however, he 
opted to for a KHL return. 

So, yes, as Jack Campbell skates, the questions in goal will linger. But 
with Giordano’s homecoming, the second-last line of defence hasn’t 
looked sturdier. 

One-Timers: Prospect Nick Robertson was returned to the Marlies and 
played Sunday ... Fourth-liner Kyle Clifford was also placed on waivers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade Deadline Live Blog: What Toronto gets in 
Giordano, Blackwell 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the NHL trade deadline is upon us. 

NHL teams have until 3:00 p.m. ET on March 21 to get their trades in and 
we'll keep you up to date here with all the latest moves and analysis on 
the impact they'll have. 

Who will be the most active? Who will the main winners and losers be? 
And do we see any shockers, along the lines of last year's Anthony 
Mantha-Jakub Vrana trade? We're about to find out. 

The Maple Leafs started by clearing a little cap room on Sunday, waiving 
Petr Mrazek and signing goalie Harri Sateri, a 32-year-old goalie who 
had been playing in the KHL. Sateri won gold with Finland at this year's 
Olympics and he's had three straight seasons finishing with a save 
percentage over. 920 with Sibir Novosibirsk. 

Depending on their knowledge of Jack Campbell's health, will the Leafs 
roll the dice with Campbell, Erik Kallgren and round it out with Mrazek 
and Sateri if both clear waivers? Should note that Sateri must also pass 
through waivers first, sine he played this year overseas. 

And then Toronto made its first move of consequence, acquiring Mark 
Giordano from the Seattle Kraken. Giordano adds an experienced left 
shot who can eat minutes in any role and he'll shore up the top four, 
especially when Jake Muzzin returns. 

Just last week Luke Fox identified why Giordano would be an especially 
good fit with the Maple Leafs. Could Giordano be reunited with former 
Flames partner TJ Brodie, or is he instead the second pair partner with 
Justin Holl or a healthy Muzzin? 

Scout's Analysis on Mark Giordano from Jason Bukala: 

"Toronto acquires a veteran leader who is in the twilight of his career but 
still has lots to give. Giordano will be used in all situations and be tasked 
with a key role in the defensive zone come playoffs.  

His AVG TOI and point production this season breaks down as follows : 

Even Strength: 17:12 TOI, 5G, 10A, 15pts  

Power Play: 2:48 TOI, 0G, 7A, 7pts 

Shorthanded: 1:48 TOI, 2G, 0A, 2pts 

It's impressive that his production at even strength is what it is 
considering the fact he matched up against opponents' top forwards 
almost every shift.  

On the PP he distributes from the top middle of the offensive zone. He 
continues to display sound decision making with the puck on his stick 
and is definitely more of a distributor than a shooter.  

His pace is not a concern. He's not as quick or fast as he was in the past 
but still closes on opponents and has the ability to join the rush as an 
extra layer offensively.  

His most impressive element is his overall game management. HIs 
hockey IQ is exceptional. His read/react, play without the puck, and 
reliability in d-zone start scenarios are what might bring the most value to 
the Leafs as a team.  

The Leafs didn't have to give up a roster player while adding a piece that 
upgrades their "D" core. Giordano projects to play 20-plus minutes at the 
hardest time of the year."  

The Leafs were also in the market for a bottom-six forward and Colin 
Blackwell, part of the Giordano deal, is the fit in that role. A defensive 
forward first, Blackwell is a PK option and was one of Seattle's more 
physical forwards. He is a UFA this summer. 

Scout's Analysis on Colin Blackwell from Jason Bukala: 

"Toronto gets a depth forward who plays a competitive two-way/energy 
game and chips in with some secondary scoring. Fifteen of his 17 points 
have come at event strength (6G, 9A). 

He averages 12:32 of ice time per game, but recently he has trended up 
significantly and averaged closer to 15:00-plus.  

Not naturally gifted with the puck on his stick at the NHL level. A bit 
hectic on and around the puck. No issues with his compete and 
consistency. He battles in the hard areas. 

From a compete and speed perspective this is a nice addition for the 
Leafs. He can slide into their third line if needed, but is best utilized on 
the fourth line playing to his identity." 

The Maple Leafs traded two seconds and a third for the two players. 

The Leafs are left with approximately $1.4 million in cap room after the 
swap, but what exactly that number is will crystallize on Monday. Are 
they done? Do they still search for a goalie? Stay tuned. 

What the Maple Leafs get in Mark Giordano and Colin Blackwell 

Who is buying and who is selling? How much cap space does each team 
have, and which players or other assets could they offer up in trade? 

Check out Sportsnet's league-wide trade deadline preview before 
Monday's action kicks into high gear. 

Me? With the busy buying happening in the Atlantic Division, with 
Boston, Toronto, Florida and Tampa Bay all picking up players over the 
weekend, it'll be interesting to see how the Metro Division responds. The 
Penguins, Hurricanes, Capitals and Rangers all have needs they may 
want to address, but the prices on some of these players has been 
costly. 

The Colorado Avalanche have this season and next left with Nathan 
MacKinnon on an ultra-cheap contract and so it's getting a little more 
urgent (from the outside anyway). The Avs haven't really been big buyers 
at recent deadlines, but they were in on Claude Giroux. Is there a deal for 
GMM Joe Sakic to go after? 
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And, of course, after last season we all have to be side-eyeing Steve 
Yzerman in Detroit, wondering if he'll come out of left field for another 
blockbuster. If it's not him, who will pull off the surprise move in 2022? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Travis Dermott opens up after potential final game as a 
Maple Leaf 

 

Luke Fox  

 

NASHVILLE – A hard realization swallowed Travis Dermott as he sat 
inside the bowels of Bridgestone Arena Saturday night. 

Eyes moist and a touch red, the boy from Newmarket, Ont., who grew up 
fantasizing of pulling a Toronto Maple Leafs sweater over his head 
understands he may have done so for the final time. 

The trade deadline is nigh, and Dermott has already been swapped on 
the Internet a thousand times. 

Good player. Movable contract.  

He’s fallen out of favour with the coaching staff, struggled to hold onto a 
third-pairing role, and needs a change of scenery. Management could 
use the cap space for whomever joins the dressing room in the next day 
and a half. 

Emotional, the defenceman tried to lean on clichés in his postgame 
availability — “that’s hockey,” “whatever happens, happens” — but 
Dermott has always been as candid as he has been quick to smile. 

His heart, it couldn’t help but leak onto his sleeve. 

“It was surreal being drafted by the Leafs and all this stuff leading up to 
this. But how many guys play their entire career in the same team? So, 
it's something that… it's always there. It's always a possibility to get 
moved out. Wish everything works out as well as it could, but that's 
hockey,” Dermott said.  

He thought back to June 27, 2015, when his life changed for good. For 
the best. 

“It's a dream. I keep pinching myself even to this day. Like, there's no 
way. I'm still dreaming from draft day. They didn't actually call my name. 
This is just a five-year-long dream. You try to take it for all it is and really 
appreciate it.  

“But if it's in the next week or next 10 years, whenever I'm gone, I'll 
definitely be looking back on it and reminisce on some good times.” 

Dermott accepts that “good teams are built on competition within the 
group,” but he’s found himself on the outside of the starting lineup more 
often than the two younger blueliners he’s battling with for ice time. 

Rasmus Sandin has 51 games played.  

Timothy Liljegren has 44.  

Dermott just played his 43rd, and possibly his last for Toronto. 

Starting with the Heritage Classic, he was scratched for three 
consecutive games after what his coach termed his best stretch of 
hockey all season. Keefe chose to give the Sandin–Liljegren pair some 
run.  

The outdoor scratch stung. 

“That's probably a game you're looking forward to,” Dermott said, 
diplomatically. 

“You, of course, expect a lot of things when you do put in the hours. But 
nothing's promised. You should come in every day, do your job, be happy 
with the effort you put in and take the outcomes as they come.” 

So, Demott has been pouring his efforts into practices and trying to take 
pride in staying sharp. Easier said than done. 

“Some days it's hard, but that's what I try to focus on,” he said. “I love this 
group. I mean, you come in every day and there's such good energy all 
the way through the lineup. There's not one guy that is bringing bad vibes 
and kind of hurting the squad.  

“Even when the media is hard on us and we’ve lost a couple, the guys 
always lean on each other. And I think that makes it almost better for us 
— that you have to lean on each other more because there is so much 
pressure from the outside.” 

The outside pressure, the swelling trade speculation, Dermott’s 
teammates swear it hasn’t affected his upbeat attitude. 

“That's not easy to do. You're not getting in games, and it's hard to find 
your rhythm,” Auston Matthews said. “But he just comes to the rink every 
day. He works hard. Nothing really seems to get to him. He's always 
happy, and he’s always a guy that brings a lot of really good energy to 
the group.” 

A trade won’t be the dream, but the way things are going, it’s feeling 
inevitable. 

“I love playing hockey, you know?” Dermott said.  

“Wherever that is.” 
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TSN.CA / Giordano comes home to chase elusive Cup 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability with newly-acquired players 
Mark Giordano and Colin Blackwell on Sunday.  

Mark Giordano lists Toronto's run to the 1993 Western Conference Final 
as his favourite memory growing up as a Leafs fan.  

"I really thought that they were going to get to the Cup that year against 
the Montreal Canadiens, but Wayne Gretzky spoiled those plans," 
Giordano said in a Zoom call with reporters.  

Now, Giordano gets his chance to help his hometown team get over the 
hump.  

"It means a lot," the 38-year-old defenceman said. "It's funny, you know, I 
turned pro and got into Calgary and you sort of hope the Leafs don't win 
because you're jealous of your hometown team winning the Cup. Now 
that I'm able to get back to Toronto and be a part of it, it's a great 
opportunity for myself to be a part of something special." 

The Leafs acquired Giordano and forward Colin Blackwell from the 
Seattle Kraken on Sunday in exchange for a second-round selection in 
the 2022 NHL draft, a second-round selection in 2023 and a third-round 
selection in 2024. As part of the trade, Seattle retained 50 per cent of 
Giordano's contract. 

"I had a great experience in Seattle," said Giordano, who was the 
franchise's first captain. "I want to make sure I mention how great the 
organization treated me right to the end. I had a great relationship with 
[general manager Ron Francis] and he knew I was from Toronto and this 
would be a great fit. For him to put me in a spot like this means a lot."  
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Toronto scored 12 goals in a pair of recent wins over the Kraken, which 
gave Giordano a taste of what his new team is capable of.  

"You can see the skill on the team is right up there with anyone in the 
league," said Giordano.  

Giordano described playing at home as "a huge bonus" but made it clear 
his No. 1 objective is chasing down an elusive championship. He's only 
suited up in 23 Stanley Cup playoff games since breaking into the league 
during the 2005-06 season. 

"To be able to come to a team that has a real good shot at creating some 
damage in playoffs is something I'm really excited about," Giordano said. 
"I'm really excited to get back into the mix and get back into games that 
have playoff implications." 

Giordano, who sat out Seattle's last two games, is hoping to make his 
Leafs debut on Wednesday against the New Jersey Devils, but noted 
that decision will be left to the coaching staff.  

"Sitting out waiting for the trade deadline wasn't the funnest thing so I'm 
looking forward to playing in a game again," he said. 

Giordano has worn No. 5, but that number is retired in Toronto thanks to 
Bill Barilko.  

"I'll stick to something with a five in it," Giordano said. "Hopefully 55 is 
available or something like that." 

Giordano on playing for hometown Leafs: Great opportunity to be part of 
something special 

Shortly after being traded to the Maple Leafs, Mark Giordano spoke to 
the media about the deal and having the chance to play in his hometown 
with a team that has 'a real good shot at making some damage in the 
playoffs.' 

--- 

Giordano was inundated with messages after the news broke on Sunday.  

"I've only gotten through about 10 to 20 text messages and, I'll tell you, I 
have a ton more to get to," he said with a smile. "I'm not sure I'll get 
through them all before the end of the month."  

Some of those messages were from Leafs defenceman T.J. Brodie, who 
was his teammate in Calgary for the better part of a decade.  

"Can't wait to see Brods again. Can't wait to play on the same team as 
him again. We're great buddies off the ice." 

Brodie was Giordano's defence partner for much of his time in Calgary, 
including when he produced 74 points in the 2018-19 season and won 
the Norris Trophy.  

"Brods doesn't get enough credit or hasn't gotten enough credit in his 
career for how good he is," Giordano said. "I don't know if you guys have 
noticed, but he makes every partner he plays with look really good and 
that was the case for a bunch of years when I played with him. He's a 
guy who can break the puck out by himself and in the O-zone he has 
really great deception. I really loved playing with him, because he would 
fake two or three guys out and then slide the puck over to me and I'd 
have all day to walk into a shot. We were pretty comfortable with each 
other. He's a more lead-the-rush guy and I'm more of a guy who can 
jump into the rush and jump into spots. We worked well together." 

Brodie has been working his magic alongside Justin Holl of late. Whether 
he's reunited on a pairing with Brodie or not, Giordano likes the look of 
the Leafs blue line, which is headlined by Morgan Rielly.  

"It's a deep group," Giordano said. "It's a group that has a lot of guys that 
have different skill-sets, which is important. Some guys can play more 
physical and then you got a good mix of puck-moving guys. Mo and 
Brods are really elite puck movers and skaters ... [Rasmus] Sandin and 
[Timothy] Liljegren, two young guys with a ton of upside and poise. I'm 
looking forward to finding my spot in the group. When you have a deep D 

core it really can translate to success. You see it every year in playoffs 
and I think we really have that." 

Mark Giordano's trade to Toronto won't be such a shock since he shares 
a lot of relationships with players currently on the roster, including TJ 
Brodie, who he played with when they were part of the Flames. Giordano 
spoke about how well they played together and how he will help his 
transition to a new team. 

---  

The undrafted Giordano is quick to point out that he doesn't have as 
many miles on the odometer as you may think.  

"I feel great," he said. "I just played 1,000 games and most 38-year-old 
guys would've played more games by now. I started and developed later 
in my career and, yeah, physically I feel good. I try and work and keep 
my speed all the time. That's the No. 1 thing you worry about as you get 
older, but I feel really good physically." 

Blackwell, a 28-year-old from Massachusetts, also had a slow start to his 
NHL career.  

"I took two years off from bad injuries back in college and missed a lot of 
time and it kind of set me back," the Harvard product said. "Started off in 
the minors and had to climb my way up through PTOs." 

Blackwell, a seventh-round pick by the San Jose Sharks in 2011, finally 
broke into the NHL with the Nashville Predators during the 2018-19 
season. He has played 119 games with three teams.  

"Over the last couple years I've been able to slowly, more and more, get 
a little bit more of an opportunity and try and prove and show what I'm 
capable of doing and be a Swiss Army knife and play in a lot of different 
positions. Definitely a late bloomer and I still think I have a lot left in the 
tank. I'm looking forward to bringing that and playing with a chip on my 
shoulder for the rest of the year." 

Blackwell suited up with Leafs forward Alex Kerfoot at Harvard and the 
pair remain close friends. Kerfoot, in fact, was the first person to reach 
out after the trade news broke.  

The initial reaction?  

"Talk about excitement," Blackwell gushed, "going to a place a little bit 
closer to home and an honest opportunity to be a part of something 
special and play in the playoffs and compete for a Stanley Cup, I mean, 
that's something somebody in my situation, it's all you can really ever ask 
for."  

Blackwell believes he'll fit in well with the Leafs because he brings 
something a little bit different to the group.  

"A ton of firepower up front," he observed of the roster. "The top two lines 
are just stacked and you got a lot of puck-moving defencemen. A guy like 
me doesn't necessarily play that style, but ... the simplicity of my game 
can bring something to this lineup. [I can] just be that energy bug that can 
play any position they want me to and help out any way." 

'Talk about excitement': Blackwell relishing chance to play for Leafs 

Colin Blackwell can't wait to join his new team and he hopes to help out 
in any way that he can and provide for a team that he believes has a lot 
of firepower and a 'stacked' top two lines. Blackwell also spoke about 
what he believes he can bring to the team, describing himself as a 'late 
bloomer' and had high praise for Mark Giordano. 

--- 

The Leafs also added a goalie on Sunday by signing KHL standout Harri 
Sateri, who will need to clear waivers before joining the team. Sateri 
recently helped Finland win gold at the 2022 Olympics in Beijing.  

    Goaltender Harri Sateri has signed with the #leafs for the remainder of 
the season, subject to clearing waivers. He's on the waiver wire today. 
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    Sateri had a standout season with KHL Novosibirsk Sibir and won 
Olympic gold with Finland in Beijing. 

    — Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) March 20, 2022 

Meanwhile, struggling back-up Petr Mrazek was placed on waivers.  

Toronto's goaltending remains a big question mark as the team embarks 
on the stretch drive. Starter Jack Campbell has seen his save percentage 
crater after an excellent start to the season. He's currently sidelined with 
a rib injury, but started skating again on Friday.  

"I would probably say it is aggressive that he would be a full participant in 
practice [on Monday], but it seems like he is getting himself back up and 
running," coach Sheldon Keefe said following Saturday's loss in 
Nashville.  

Erik Kallgren has started the last three games, which were also his first 
three starts in the NHL. He won the first two, but came back to earth a bit 
on Saturday night allowing five goals on 33 shots.  

"I felt like the other two games, but obviously you never want to let in five 
goals," he said. "Of course, that's not good enough, but I felt pretty good. 
But, obviously, the result was not good enough." 

"He was good," agreed Keefe. "There were some tough saves in there 
for sure. I thought he did a good job for us. Five is a lot. The fourth one is 
probably the toughest one of all. We are right there. We are on our way 
back. We took a bad penalty and it ends up in our net. That is usually the 
way those kinds of things go. He definitely made some saves." 

Joseph Woll, who started four games for the Leafs earlier in the season, 
recently suffered a shoulder injury while playing with the Marlies in the 
American Hockey League.  

'Tough game' for Kallgren; Campbell is 'getting back up and running' 

Erik Kallgren allowed five goals on 33 shots during Saturday's loss. "You 
never want to let in five," he said. "Of course, that's not good enough, but 
I felt pretty good. Obviously, the result was not good enough." 
Meanwhile, Jack Campbell has resumed skating as he rehabs a rib 
injury. "I would probably say it is aggressive that he would be a full 
participant in practice," noted coach Sheldon Keefe, "but it seems like he 
is getting himself back up and running." 

--- 

The Leafs traded defenceman Travis Dermott to the Vancouver Canucks 
in exchange for a third-round pick in the 2022 draft. Hours before the 
deal, Dermott held an emotional media availability in Nashville. The 25-
year-old from Newmarket, Ont. seemed to recognize his time in Toronto 
was coming to an end.  

"It's a dream," Dermott said with a big smile and glassy eyes. "I keep 
pinching myself even to this day. Like, there's no way. Like, I'm still 
dreaming from draft day, right. They didn't actually call my name. This 
was just a five-year-long dream. You try and take it for all that it is and 
really appreciate it." 

Dermott was Toronto's second-round pick in 2015.  

"It was surreal being drafted by the Leafs and all the stuff leading up to 
this," he said, "but you know how many guys play their entire career on 
the same team." 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 20, 2022 

Dermott predicted that big things are to come for this version of the 
Leafs.  

"I love this group," he said. "I mean, you come in every day and there's 
such good energy. All the way through the lineup, there's not one guy 
that's bringing bad vibes and kind of hurting the squad. It's all pretty 
positive. Even when the media's hard on us (smile) and we maybe have 
lost a couple, the guys always lean on each other and I think that makes 
it almost better for us that you have to lean on each other more, because 

there is pressure from the outside. I think this group is pretty sound in 
being able to deal with that and they come together pretty well 
throughout some tough times. You see through tough times we bounce 
back pretty well. We've always had some of our best games after we've 
played some bad games. Yeah, going forward it's going to be exciting."  

With future uncertain, emotional Dermott reflects on dream run with Leafs 

TSN Hockey Insider Chris Johnston reports that the "strong expectation" 
is the Leafs will trade defenceman Travis Dermott before Monday's 
deadline. Following a loss in Nashville, the 25-year-old from Newmarket, 
Ont. got emotional while reflecting on his five-year run with his hometown 
team. "It's a dream," Dermott said. "I keep pinching myself even to this 
day." 

--- 

The Maple Leafs are scheduled to hold a practice at noon on Monday at 
the Ford Performance Centre. General manager Kyle Dubas will address 
the media at Scotiabank Arena following the 3 pm ET deadline. 
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