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Carolina Hurricanes sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an eight-year contract extension 

By Chip Alexander 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s life, and especially his life as a hockey 
player, changed in a week’s time last August and early 
September. 

Now, the forward is committed to spending the next eight 
years with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 21-year-old Kotakaniemi, who is playing this season on 
a one-year, $6.1 million contract, and the Canes have 
agreed on an eight-year extension, the team announced 
Monday. Kotkaniemi will receive an average salary of $4.82 
million per season. 

“This has been a deal we’ve been working on for a long time, 
since after the first of the year,” Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said Monday. “Any time you go into 
these deals you’re dealing with a 21-year-old player and term 
to us was the most important thing. 

“We think this player has good upside. ... We kept pushing 
for eight years. Obviously the agent (Markus Lehto) wasn’t 
sure about eight years for a long time, but we finally got him 
over the hump to get an AAV we were happy with and get 
(Kotkaniemi) under a long-term contract.” 

It has been a interesting seven months for the Finnish player. 
Drafted third overall in 2018 by the Montreal Canadiens, 
Kotkeniemi spent his first three seasons with the Habs and 
was a part of a team last year that beat long odds to reach 
the Stanley Cup finals. 

Then, everything changed. A restricted free agent after the 
2021 season, Kotkaniemi and the Canadiens could not come 
to terms on a new contract. Enter the Hurricanes, who 
tendered an offer sheet for him on Aug. 28. 

The offer sheet created some social-media mayhem. The 
Canes’ move was viewed as a form of revenge for the 
Canadiens giving Canes center Sebastian Aho an offer sheet 
in 2019 — one that Carolina quickly matched. The offer 
sheet to Kotkaniemi included a $20 signing bonus, which 
matched Aho’s jersey number. 

The Habs had seven days to match the offer. They officially 
declined on Sept. 4, instead accepting first- and third-round 
picks in the 2022 NHL draft as compensation from the 
Canes. Kotkaniemi had a new team, a new city to play in, a 
new coach in Rod Brind’Amour. 

Kotkaniemi, listed at 6-2 and 201 pounds, has spent much of 
his first season in Brind’Amour’s system as the fourth-line 
center, although he has played higher in the lineup at times 
and been used on the power play. Averaging 12 minutes of 
ice time per game, he has 11 goals and 12 assists in 59 
games. 

“His game has gotten better all year,” Brind’Amour recently 
said. “I tried playing him on a wing but he’s a center man. 
What I like about his game is that he sees the ice really well 
and has a great shot. I want him to use it more. He can really 
rip it.” 

While matching his career-high in goals, Kotkaniemi has 
gone the past 13 games without one as the Canes’ offense 
overall has sputtered. But his quick smile b and easy going 
demeanor has made for an easy transition with his new 
team. 

“It took him a little while to get comfortable here and the way 
we play and our style,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “I 
think it’s very different from what Montreal has been doing 
over the years. I think he’s understanding the game we play 
and what’s demanded of him, and it’s shows in his game. I 
think he’s got great potential and all the tools.” 

Veteran forward Derek Stepan, 31, has played on 
Kotkaniemi’s line often this season and called the Finn an 
“awesome kid.” 

“He’s learning how to play his style and create his identity 
and what his role and uniqueness is going to be,” Stepan 
said Sunday. “He’s a fun guy to be around and we’ve played 
well together and have good chemistry together, which is 
great, too. He’s still a kid. He’s still learning parts of it, parts 
of the game.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes add Max Domi in last-minute NHL trade deadline deal with Columbus 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes, missing only injured forward 
Jordan Martinook, put in a 40-minute practice Monday at 
PNC Arena. 

Afterward, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, with the NHL 
trade deadline about two hours away, said he anticipated his 
team being the same group of players Tuesday as it was 
Monday. 

“I really don’t spend a lot of time worrying or thinking about 
today,” Brind’Amour said. “I always feel like we make our 
moves in the summer. If there’s a tweak here or there, it 
happens.” 

The Hurricanes did a little more than tweak. They added 
forward Max Domi at the deadline in a deal with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

In obtaining Domi, the Canes are bringing in a physical 
winger capable of playing among the top nine forwards, a 
player who had 28 goals and 72 points in 2018-19 while with 
the Montreal Canadiens. A first-round draft pick of the 
Arizona Coyotes in 2013, he later played with the Canadiens 
— Jesperi Kotkaniemi of the Canes one of his former 
teammates — before being traded to Columbus in October 
2020. 

“We’ve been looking for someone to complement our forward 
group,” Waddell said Monday after the trade. “We felt this 
was a perfect fit for us. 

“He’s put up some points but he’s a pretty good playmaker. 
Good down low. Plays with an edge. Some things we’re 
certainly looking for.” 

Domi, 27, is a pending unrestricted free agent who had a 
$5.3 million salary cap hit this year. In 53 games with the 
Blue Jackets, he has nine goals and 23 assists but has 
managed just one goal in the past 31 games. 

“We’ve scouted him a lot here lately and think he has been 
playing very well,” Waddell said. “He’s in a little drought right 
now scoring but we just felt coming into this group we have 
here and him being able to play with some pretty elite 
players, that he could be a big help for us down the road 
here.” 

The move for Domi, the son of former NHL player Tie Domi, 
comes at a time the Hurricanes have lost their last four 
games and are coming off a game where they had 44 shots 
on goal and could not score in a 2-0 loss to the New York 
Rangers. 

Waddell said that 30 minutes before the 3 p.m. deadline he 
did not think the Canes would be making any moves, that the 
proposed deal for Domi would not be made. But what 
Waddell called a “complicated deal” was completed. 

In addition to Domi, the Canes received defensive prospect 
Tyler Inamoto from the Florida Panthers while the Blue 
Jackets obtained defensive prospect Aidan Hreschuk from 

Carolina. Inamoto, a fifth-round pick by Florida in 2017, has 
been playing college hockey at Wisconsin. 

The Florida Panthers, also involved in the three-team 
transaction, received forward Egor Korshkov from Carolina 
and a sixth-round 2022 draft pick from Columbus. The Blue 
Jackets retained 50 percent of Domi’s salary and Florida 25 
percent. 

Canes in first place in Metro 

Despite the recent slide, the Canes are 41-15-6 and in first 
place in the Metro after Sunday’s games. They played 
Sunday without Martinook and forward Nino Niederreiter, 
who was serving a one-game suspension for a slashing 
incident in Friday’s game against Washington. 

Waddell said the past few days that he would not be 
reactionary as other Stanley Cup hopefuls in the Eastern 
Conference made moves and added players and depth. 

“You watch what’s going on around you but you can’t be 
reactive,” Waddell said. “At the end of the day one team is 
going to win the Stanley Cup. Every (playoff) series is going 
to be tough to win. If you react to what other people are 
doing you would never be able to keep up.” 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have won the past two Cups. The 
Lightning also have been among the movers and shakers the 
past few days before the deadline, adding forwards Brandon 
Hagel from Chicago and Nick Paul from Ottawa. 

The new additions should be in the Lightning lineup Tuesday 
when Tampa Bay (39-16-6) faces the Canes at PNC Arena. 

Waddell said Domi likely would be in Raleigh and at the 
game, but would play his first game for the Canes on 
Thursday against Dallas. 

Brind’Amour was a half-hour late arriving for his media 
availability Monday, indicating there still was much for him to 
consider after practice. While ownership and management 
make the ultimate decisions, Brind’Amour is consulted on 
potential player moves and what contributions they could 
make. 

“But when you like your group and you’ve gone this far, for 
me anyway, you like to stick it through,” he said. 

Of note 

Nino Niederreiter said he believed he might be fined by the 
NHL but not suspended for his slash on Axel Jonsson-Fjallby 
on the Capitals bench in Friday’s game. Niederreiter was 
knocked into the Caps bench area, losing his helmet, and 
retaliated with a swipe of his stick that hit Jonsson-Fjallby in 
the helmet. 

“It definitely was wrong for me to get that last slash,” 
Niederreiter said Monday. “But they ripped my helmet off and 
held my stick. I felt like it wasn’t a full baseball swing and I 
was surprised by the (one-game) suspension. I did 
something wrong but I didn’t think it was suspension worthy.”
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Hurricanes late move for Max Domi shows team’s supreme self-confidence. Is it enough? 

By Justin Pelletier 

The NHL trade deadline passed Monday afternoon with 
expected fanfare. Over the past week in particular, teams 
across the league looking to make a serious run at a Stanley 
Cup title added players they believe to be key means to that 
end. Others worked on positioning themselves for the future, 
adding draft picks or top prospects in the process. Many tried 
to do both. 

Among the expected eight playoff teams in the Eastern 
Conference, there was a decided effort to get deeper, and 
more physical, while shoring up scoring in what figures to be 
an absolute dogfight to the finish — all eight of the likely 
playoff teams in the East are among the Top 10 in the NHL 
overall standings. 

In the Atlantic Division: 

The Florida Panthers added a sniper and two NHL-ready 
defenders. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning added depth on the wing. 

The Boston Bruins bulked up — big time — on defense. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs brought in an established team 
captain on defense. 

In the Metropolitan Division: 

The Washington Capitals traded for scoring depth on the 
wing. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins got deeper on defense. 

The New York Rangers added grit and scoring to the front 
line. 

And the Carolina Hurricanes? They added … Max Domi. 

To be fair, the Canes are atop the Metro Division. They are 
three points clear of Pittsburgh and the Rangers, with a 
game in hand on each, and eight points clear of the Capitals. 
At 41-15-6, Carolina is among the top three in total points in 
the NHL, trailing only Colorado and Florida. So it’s an easy 
jump to suggest the team didn’t really need to do much. 
Don’t mess with what got you here, right? 

Except, it doesn’t always work that way in the NHL. Really, it 
almost never does. The regular season is a grind. The 
playoffs are a bigger grind. Slumps happen. Fatigue 
happens. Injuries happen. Getting extra bodies into the fold 
in enough time to coalesce with the team before the stretch 
run is almost imperative. 

The Hurricanes have repeated the mantra that they no 
longer are satisfied with reaching the playoffs — they’ve 
done that three years in a row now, and this year will be the 
fourth. They want more than a second-round exit. 

Teams that want more than a second-round exit, though, 
need to prove it. Last season, Carolina made one small 
deadline deal, acquiring depth defender Jani Hakanpaa for 
young defender Haydn Fleury. Earlier in the winter, the 
Canes added noted pest Cedric Paquette. Neither played 
significant roles for the Hurricanes down the stretch. Neither 
helped the team past the second round. 

In the playoffs, injuries plagued an already thin defensive 
group, the goaltending underperformed, and the Canes 
limped out of the playoffs in Round 2. Again. 

Club President and GM Don Waddell went to work last 
summer. In separate signings he swapped goalies with 
Toronto to add Frederik Andersen, and added an underrated 
Antti Raanta. Box checked. 

Waddell also revamped the blue line, keeping the core group 
of Jacob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei while adding 
Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. 
The emergence of Jalen Chatfield has also been a big help 
for a group that, despite some bumps and bruises, has 
mostly stayed intact — DeAngelo’s recent trip to the injured 
list and a COVID-induced layoff for Ethan Bear 
notwithstanding. Another box checked. 

Seth Jarvis’ emergence added a wrinkle to the forward 
group. The Canes added Derek Stepan. They re-signed 
Jordan Martinook. They swiped Jesperi Kotkaniemi via offer 
sheet. Monday, the added Domi. 

Is that all window dressing? No. But is it enough to be a 
Stanley Cup champion? I guess we’ll find out. 

The Canes’ gaudy record (again, it’s 41-15-6 for those 
keeping track) is impressive, and all but guarantees a playoff 
berth, even with 20 games to play in the season. But a look 
inside recent trends shows cause for concern. Let’s go 
through some of the numbers: 

▪ Third overall in points in the NHL. This is great, if it’s 
sustainable, but the Canes are 10-6-4 in their past 20 
games. Let’s call the OTLs and SOLs what they are — 
losses. The team is batting .500 in February and March. 

▪ Eleventh in goals scored per game (3.26/game). This 
number has slipped, as well. The Canes were ensconced in 
the top 10 in this stat for most of the season. But in the past 
10 games, Carolina has scored just 21 goals. The Canes 
have lost four in a row and have been shut out twice this 
month. 

▪ Ninth in power play production (23.8%). Another stat that 
has fallen off in the past couple months, since the Canes 
were once among the NHL’s top three. Part of that is, of 
course, DeAngelo’s absence. But even with his return 
Sunday, the Canes couldn’t find the net. 

To hear coach Rod Brind’Amour tell it, the team is playing 
hard, playing the right way, shots just aren’t falling. I believe 
that. I know he believes it. 

But in the playoffs, playing hard in a loss is still a loss, and 
there are no pity points for losing in overtime (and Hallelujah 
there are no shootouts). 

The biggest cause for concern of late is the disappearing 
offensive production. In January, the Canes went 9-2-1, 
scoring 48 goals in 11 games, better than four per game. In 
February, that production dipped to 35 goals in 10 games. In 
March, it has plummeted to 21 in 10 games. 

Part of this swoon is likely just a simple slump, albeit a 
collective, team-wide affair. But the Canes had better hope 
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that it’s not a bigger sign of team fatigue, especially with a 
schedule ahead that does Carolina no favors. Through the 
end of the season, the Hurricanes have just two instances of 
having two days off in a row. 

But what if it’s not just a slump? Seeing potential first-round 
opponents Boston, Washington, Pittsburgh and Toronto add 
new pieces while not really losing anyone with regular 
playing time — while also peeping what the teams based in 
Florida are up to — is cause for pause. 

It’s likely part of the reason the Canes made a strong push at 
the buzzer for Domi, who’s not as flashy a name as Rickard 
Rakell or Claude Giroux, but who’s been around the league a 
little while. At 27, Carolina is the 2013 first-round pick’s fourth 
stop. And he has shown some scoring pop, putting up 28 
goals and 72 points for the Canadiens in 2018-19 (the last 
“normal” season before COVID). He added 44 more points 
during the split 2019-20 campaign. 

His time in Columbus wasn’t spectacular, but he was also 
used in a different role. He has offensive chops to be able to 
skate in a top-6 role, but he’s got enough of his father’s grit 

(Tie Domi had 3,515 penalty minutes in 1,020 NHL games 
over 16 seasons) to fit in with the fourth group, too. And, he 
has familiarity with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who just signed an 
eight-year extension with the Canes on Monday — the two 
played together in Montreal. 

So while the seven other playoff-bound teams from the East 
were loading up, spending draft capital, shipping out 
prospects or shifting stars hither and yon, the Canes, with 
their blue line set at about eight deep and the best statistical 
goaltending tandem in the NHL, sat back and waited. 

This shouldn’t surprise anyone who’s watched the Canes 
operate the past couple of years. Vincent Trocheck’s 
acquisition was an anomaly, not a regularity. But that doesn’t 
mean no moves — or smaller/fewer moves — is wrong, not if 
you’re confident in what you have. It’s just glaringly different. 

Whether the team repays Waddell and Brind’Amour’s 
confidence with a deep playoff run, and whether trading for 
Domi is indeed a game-winning — or Cup-winning — 
addition, remains to be seen. 

 

 

Hurricanes extend Jesperi Kotkaniemi for 8 years; acquire Max Domi from Blue Jackets 

By Pierre LeBrun  

The Carolina Hurricanes and forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
have agreed to terms on an eight-year extension with an 
AAV of $4.82 million through to 2029-30 on Monday. Shortly 
after, the Hurricanes acquired forward Max Domi from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in a three-way deal that includes the 
Florida Panthers. 

Joining Domi in Carolina is defenseman Tyler Inamoto. The 
Blue Jackets acquired defenseman Aidan Hreschuk, while 
the Panthers receive forward Egor Korshkov and Columbus' 
sixth-round pick in 2022. Additionally, Columbus will retain 
50 percent of Domi's salary, while Florida will retain 25 
percent. 

Kotkaniemi, 21, has 11 goals and 23 points in 59 games with 
the Hurricanes this season. He spent his first three seasons 
with the Montreal Canadiens, who selected him with the No. 
3 pick of the 2018 NHL Draft. 

Domi, 27, has nine goals and 32 points in 53 games with the 
Blue Jackets this season. He has 99 goals and 307 points 
over seven NHL seasons as a member of the Arizona 
Coyotes, Montreal Canadiens and Blue Jackets, and was 
selected by the Coyotes with the No. 12 pick of the 2013 
NHL Draft. 

What did Kotkaniemi do to earn this extension? 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: The Kotkaniemi 
extension is less about what he's done to earn almost a 
decade of security and more about what a young player 

could do in the future on a team that will eventually need him 
in a bigger role. He's playing sheltered minutes as the Canes 
are experiencing a center logjam right now. But between 
Vincent Trocheck's pending free agency and Jordan Staal 
getting older, the logjam won't persist forever.  

Kotkaniemi has scored the most goals per minute on the 
Canes. Besides, a $4.82 million cap hit really isn't bad for a 
second- or third-line center — especially a few years from 
now as the cap rises. I don't hate this for the cap hit. 

Where does Domi fit in the Canes lineup? 

Civian: Where Domi fits into this lineup is honestly something 
I'm still trying to figure out myself. GM Don Waddell said this: 
"We've been looking for somebody to complement our top 
nine ... he's put up a lot of goals, just a few years ago he had 
27 goals, he's also a pretty good playmaker, good down low, 
plays with an edge."  

He's only got one goal in his past 31 games, but the Canes 
have been known to get the most out of players who need a 
change of scenery. We can't overlook that the Canes gave 
up zero roster players to make this move — that was more 
important to them this deadline than anything.  

How much will Domi help Hurricanes' offense? 

Civian: I think Domi will help the Hurricanes' offense in the 
competition he will create. Again, even if we don't have all 
the trade details yet, we know the Canes didn't move any 
players on their NHL roster. This could push the group to 
play their absolute best.
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Civian: Hurricanes get a gold medal for cap gymnastics, but will Max Domi help them 
compete in the loaded East? 

By Sara Civian  

The Hurricanes took a will-they/won’t-they approach into the 
2022 NHL trade deadline, wary of giving up too much now 
and risking having to break up the band later. And they 
stayed on the outside looking in until the last possible 
second. 

Throughout the day, they were talking to teams about 
defensemen, then about forwards, in the rumor mill and on 
the trade shows as being in on just about everyone except 
the person they ended up actually acquiring. 

It was typical Canes. And so was the convoluted process 
that brought *checks notes* Max Domi to Raleigh. 

My mind went to a million places when Pierre LeBrun 
reported, “Hearing that the Carolina Hurricanes made a late 
push for Max Domi right at the deadline, not sure if they got 
the deal done or not under the wire,” eight minutes after the 
3 p.m. deadline Monday. 

First off, how does that even happen? Did the Canes and the 
Blue Jackets start negotiating at 2:59 pm? 

“There’s multiple things involved in it,” Hurricanes GM Don 
Waddell explained. “Other teams making bids. We were the 
team acquiring, not the team selling. It’s a complicated deal 
to make the cap work. Obviously we’re a cap team or close 
to it, so we had to do some maneuvering there, and all that 
takes time. 

“Do you want it to always go down at two minutes to 3 p.m.? 
No. That adds a little more stress to your life. But it’s just the 
way a lot of these deals happen. I can tell you … after it was 
filed at 3 p.m., we were 33rd in the queue. Deadlines are 
interesting because it doesn’t matter what you’re dealing 
with; when you’re dealing with a deadline, most of the heavy 
action comes near the deadline when people are forced to 
make a decision. Our business is no different.” 

Since the aforementioned queue was queuing, it took a while 
for even NHL insiders to figure out what the rest of the deal 
was going to be. 

While they did, there was some time to wonder about Domi’s 
utility to the team. The Canes have been goal-starved 
recently, their latest result a 2-0 shutout loss against the 
Rangers despite a 44-18 shot advantage. 

Domi, the son of Maple Leafs legend Tie Domi, is a left-shot 
winger/center in his seventh NHL season. He’s made the 
playoffs once and had three assists and a minus-2 in 10 
games to show for it. He has certainly scored some goals in 
the past — with 28 in 2018-19 and 17 in 2019-20 — but his 
production has dipped. He had nine goals in 2020-21 and 
now has nine again through 53 games in 2021-22. And you 
have to acknowledge that only one of those nine goals came 
in the past 31 games, although he’s heating up lately on the 
assists front, with eight in his past 10 games. 

“We’ve been looking for someone to complement our top 
nine and felt this was a perfect fit for us,” Waddell said. “He’s 
put up a lot of goals, a lot of points. He’s on a 50-point pace 

again this year. Just a few years ago, he had 20-plus goals. 
He can score, but he’s also a good playmaker — good down 
low, plays with an edge.” 

Domi’s been a steady playmaker throughout his career, to be 
certain, and he’s got 23 assists to go along with those nine 
goals in 53 games this season. But don’t the Canes have 
enough playmakers? Anyone watching them knows they 
make plenty of plays; what they need is someone to actually 
finish them off when the stars go dark and Martin Necas 
forgets how to Martin Necas. 

“(Domi has) been with teams that haven’t made the playoffs, 
but you also look at where the player is at in his career. He’s 
going to be a UFA at the end of the season,” Waddell said. 
“We’ve scouted him a lot here lately, and I think he’s been 
playing very well. In a little scoring drought right now, but we 
just felt coming into this group we have here, him being able 
to play with some pretty elite players, he could be a big help 
for us down the road.” 

In good news, this chart suggests Domi really could be that 
guy, and the Canes have had much success in their recent 
rehabilitation projects — one of them having been featured in 
the Canes’ other big move of the day, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
signing an eight-year extension at a $4.82 million average 
annual value. 

The specifics of the Domi trade started to come into focus 
well after the deadline passed. I was told that Jordan 
Martinook (week-to-week) wasn’t going on long-term injured 
reserve. That made the cap space to acquire Domi a 
problem. Then the Panthers emerged as a third party 
involved and the pieces started to fit together. The Canes 
weren’t going to let go of anyone on their NHL roster, and 
somehow they wouldn’t have to shoulder even half of Domi’s 
$5.3 million cap hit, either. 

When all was said and done, here’s how it worked: The Blue 
Jackets retained 50 percent of Domi’s salary ($2.65 million), 
the Panthers took a sixth-round pick to retain 25 percent 
($1.325 million) and the Canes got their player for the 
remaining 25 percent (again: $1.325 million). 

And really, as colleague Aaron Portzline writes, it was even 
more complicated than that: “Technically, the Blue Jackets 
traded a sixth-round pick and Domi to Florida for 
defenseman Tyler Inamoto, who just finished a five-year run 
at Wisconsin. The Blue Jackets then traded Inamoto to 
Carolina for Aidan Hreschuk. Meanwhile, Florida traded 
Domi to Carolina for prospect forward Yegor Korshkov, who 
is playing in the KHL. The Blue Jackets get Hreschuk out of 
the deal. The Hurricanes get Domi at one-quarter of his 
remaining salary. The Panthers essentially bought a sixth-
rounder for the $330,000 and their troubles.” 

(Side note: Beyond the money and pick, you might wonder 
why the Panthers would do this and facilitate the Hurricanes 
getting Domi. The answer is: They knew someone was going 
to, so they might as well be the one getting a sixth-round pick 
out of it all. It’s not like it’s going toward their salary cap.) 
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So the Canes get to keep Martinook off LTIR and keep 
everyone else on their roster while adding Domi into the mix 
because, let’s be real, this circumstance allowed for the rest 
of that to happen. 

But clever as it might have been to take advantage of the 
circumstance, you have to ask: Was it enough? You 
shouldn’t ever put too much weight into what people around 
you are doing, but it seems like all the serious Cup 
contenders addressed big needs Monday while the Canes 
galaxy-brained themselves into Domi. 

Getting Domi at the rate they did is a clear win, but we’re 
losing the plot and the context. Are you winning the Cap 
Olympics or the Stanley Cup? 

“At 2:30 p.m., I said to my staff (before the trade went 
through) that I can honestly say this is the first trade deadline 
I’ve ever been involved with (in which) I wasn’t either a buyer 
or a seller,” Waddell said. “Cause I didn’t think anything was 
going to happen.” 

Now that the thing happened, I think Waddell still can 
honestly say this is the first trade deadline in which he wasn’t 
a buyer or a seller. We’ll see how much that matters in a few 
months. 
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Ranking all 32 NHL teams on their trade deadline performance 

The NHL’s 2022 trade deadline has come and gone, seeing 
the two-time-defending champs find a way to load up for 
another run, a West contender add a future Hall of Famer in 
net, a young team in New York look to skip ahead in line … 
and a whole lot of other teams not do nearly that much. 

Which teams had the best deadline, and which had the 
worst? We check in with the writers who know the teams 
best and ask them to rate each team’s deadline on a scale of 
1 to 10: 

9 

Florida Panthers: We’re not going to re-litigate the Ben 
Chiarot deal, mainly because the overpay was canceled out 
by the Claude Giroux underpay. The end result? A really 
good team got a lot better and set the tone for the rest of the 
conference. Giroux on a line with Aleksander Barkov could 
be magic. Chiarot, whatever you think of the price, is a 
defensive upgrade in some capacity. And hey, there’s Robert 
Hagg! This isn’t a Cup contender; it’s a Cup favorite. — Sean 
Gentille 

Anaheim Ducks: Watching a teardown as it happens isn’t 
pretty, but the Ducks had gone as far as they could with their 
longtime core. New general manager Pat Verbeek saw that 
right away and used the most valuable players on expiring 
contracts that he could deal to load up on future assets. Now 
he has three first-round picks and five second-round 
selections in the next two drafts. And he has oodles of cap 
space for 2022-23. This might only be the start of The Great 
Shakeup in Anaheim. — Eric Stephens 

Pittsburgh Penguins: High marks to Ron Hextall. He landed 
Rickard Rakell, the kind of top-six winger the Penguins badly 
needed. In doing so, Hextall also managed to avoid trading 
the Penguins’ first-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. Yes, he 
gave up some assets, but nothing that should set the 
Penguins back. Rakell will play with Evgeni Malkin, and the 
Penguins believe the duo will thrive together. It was a good 
day for Hextall. — Josh Yohe 

8 

Calgary Flames: The trade period started early for the 
Flames, with the move to bring in Tyler Toffoli last month. 
He’s made an immediate impact, with 15 points in 17 games 
since joining the Flames. He gives them depth scoring and 
more flexibility on the roster. Calle Jarnkrok should help in 
that regard, too. He’s a versatile centre who can play on the 
wing, can penalty kill and is strong in all three zones. Ryan 
Carpenter is yet another depth option for the Flames. 
Treliving checked the boxes he needed to check, save for 
another depth D-man, but he can likely just call up Connor 
Mackey or use Michael Stone if they need a No. 7 or 8 
defenceman. — Hailey Salvian 

Montréal Canadiens: It was a terrific first trade deadline for 
the Jeff Gorton-Kent Hughes tandem. After getting a 
lucrative return for Ben Chiarot, they maximized the value of 
two players that the market perceived favorably. Several 
teams were in on Artturi Lehkonen because of a playing style 
that’s suited for the playoffs, but the Avalanche really paid a 
hefty price. In addition to the second-round pick, Justin 

Barron becomes one of Montreal’s top right-handed defense 
prospects. As for Brett Kulak, even though the number of 
sellers and the amount of potentially available defensemen 
was high, the Canadiens were able to come out on top. They 
needed to jump on that second-round pick. Hughes himself 
was surprised that it had become such a seller’s market. Not 
moving Shea Weber’s contract is perhaps the only downside 
of the day, as the Bryan Little trade to Arizona took the wind 
out of the Canadiens’ sails on that front. But it remains a 
great day at the office. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Minnesota Wild: When you add the reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner, a three-time Cup winner and a future Hall of Famer 
to shore up a goaltending position that has been suspect for 
weeks, it’s a job well done. Marc-André Fleury still has game 
and should give the Wild a shot in the arm. Kaapo Kahkonen 
for Jacob Middleton gives the Wild a hard-nosed 
defenseman on a blue line that lacks one. And Nicolas 
Deslauriers for a draft pick makes the Wild harder to play 
against, meaner and should help keep Marcus Foligno on 
the ice rather than always being the one who has to step up 
when things get rough. — Michael Russo 

Colorado Avalanche: Though they missed out on Claude 
Giroux, the Avalanche picked up a capable third-line forward 
in Artturi Lehkonen, who has strong underlying numbers and 
is familiar with big moments. Just ask Vegas, considering he 
eliminated the Golden Knights with a Game 6 overtime goal 
in last season’s conference finals. The Avalanche also 
gained trustworthy players in defenseman Josh Manson and 
forward Nico Sturm, and Andrew Cogliano brings extra depth 
to the forward group. The team is more capable of a deep 
playoff run than it was eight days ago. That’s worthwhile, 
even if general manager Joe Sakic had to give up some 
valuable picks and prospects. — Peter Baugh 

New York Rangers: Andrew Copp is a big addition for a 
Rangers team that needs what Copp brings: versatility, skill 
and an edge. Tyler Motte brings the same in a slightly less-
impressive package, but he’s still better than what the 
Rangers had previously on the fourth line. Justin Braun 
doesn’t exactly fit the need on defense, but he’s a capable 
third-pair substitute. Chris Drury did some work on Monday 
and didn’t give up any top prospects. — Arthur Staple 

Tampa Bay Lightning: The Lightning didn’t think they could 
do much of anything due to cap space. But the Cup champs 
took another big swing and snagged their top target in 
Brandon Hagel, a 23-year-old winger who has Yanni Gourde 
vibes and is on a favorable contract for two more years. They 
also added more sandpaper and size in Nick Paul from the 
Senators and brought back Riley Nash for depth. They paid 
a premium again in dealing two first-rounders and three 
rostered players (Taylor Raddysh, Boris Katchouk and 
Mathieu Joseph), but they are a tougher out now, especially 
considering all the moves their rivals made. At this stage, 
you’ve got to go for it, and GM Julien BriseBois gave his 
team a chance. — Joe Smith  

7.5 

Chicago Blackhawks (7): Kyle Davidson might not have 
made friends with Kyle Dubas in his first trade deadline, but 
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he secured potentially three first-round draft picks for 
Brandon Hagel and Marc-André Fleury, despite one being a 
20-goal scorer and the other only being willing to go to one 
team. That’s solid work. Would have been nice to get 
something for Dominik Kubalik and Calvin de Haan, but 
Davidson promised a true rebuild, and he’s off to the right (if 
painful) start. — Mark Lazerus 

Chicago Blackhawks (8): The Blackhawks set out to begin 
their rebuild with this trade deadline. The assumption was 
they could move as many five or six players. They ended up 
trading three, including Brandon Hagel which was a surprise, 
and got a solid return with two first-round picks from Tampa 
Bay and potentially another with the conditional pick from 
Minnesota. Blackhawks general manager Kyle Davidson 
probably would have liked to do a bit more, but it wasn’t a 
bad start to his plan. — Scott Powers 

7 

Seattle Kraken: Ron Francis was able to get the draft capital 
he talked about. The Kraken have more than 30 picks 
staggered over the next three drafts. It gives the Kraken 
options. Either they can use those picks or, like Francis 
reiterated Monday, they can use those assets to help 
facilitate a trade in the offseason. — Ryan Clark 

Detroit Red Wings: There was no earthquake move for the 
Red Wings to match last year’s Anthony Mantha blockbuster, 
but Detroit moved out three pending UFAs for a combination 
of futures and roster players to continue its rebuild. The 
returns for forward Vladislav Namestnikov (2024 fourth-round 
pick) and defenseman Troy Stecher (seventh-round pick) 
were fine — if a bit underwhelming for two high-motor 
competitors — and Namestnikov, in particular, will leave a 
hole in Detroit’s nightly lineup. But the Leddy return was 
quite strong — a 2023 second-round pick plus defenseman 
Jake Walman and forward Oskar Sundqvist, the latter of 
whom brings some needed size to Detroit’s forward corps. — 
Max Bultman 

6 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Mark Giordano was a solid addition 
given the Leafs’ needs, and he’ll help ease the pressure on 
Jake Muzzin when he returns from a concussion. The price 
was reasonable, given it was a seller’s market this year — 
especially for D. Ilya Lyubushkin should help, too. But not 
adding in goal — and losing Hail Mary option Harri Sateri on 
waivers — means that will be the one huge question mark 
entering the postseason. It’s Jack Campbell or bust. — 
James Mirtle 

Boston Bruins: The Hampus Lindholm acquisition is a short- 
and long-term needle-mover. He was worth the price the 
Bruins paid. Lindholm will make the defense even tougher 
and activate the rush game. But the assets the Bruins used 
on Lindholm were ones they were lacking when it came to 
acquiring help up front. Also, the Jake DeBrusk extension did 
not advance a trade. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Winnipeg Jets: It’s impossible to rave about Winnipeg’s 
deadline given the lack of commitment to a clear, committed 
path. Trading Andrew Copp in a package for two conditional 
second-round picks — one of which can become a first-
round pick if the Rangers reach the Eastern Conference 

finals? Solid. Trading Bryan Little’s contract (along with 
prospect Nathan Smith) should keep the Jets out of LTIR in 
2022-23 and 2023-24. That’s good, too, while the acquisition 
of Mason Appleton helps at least this season and next. The 
Zachary Sanford trade makes less immediate sense, nor 
does holding on to pending UFA Paul Stastny. It’s a mixed 
bag, trying very hard to address the future while betting on 
the Jets’ low playoff odds here and now. — Murat Ates 

New Jersey Devils: At minimum, the Devils needed a 
stopgap in net to give Nico Daws some support. They 
accomplished that much with Andrew Hammond. But they 
had just two UFAs, and it was going to be an uphill battle to 
move P.K. Subban’s contract, given his value. The Pavel 
Zacha injury may have thrown a wrench in their plans, too. 
Management can punt more significant changes to the 
offseason and try to make legitimate improvements then. — 
Shayna Goldman 

Edmonton Oilers: GM Ken Holland acquired two useful depth 
players in defenceman Brett Kulak and forward Derick 
Brassard. Though sending away a second-round pick was a 
high price for Kulak, Holland did get Montreal and 
Philadelphia to retain half of each player’s cap hit. Both are 
pending UFAs. Goaltending, the Oilers’ biggest weakness, 
wasn’t addressed. However, options were limited. This is 
something that should have been rectified much earlier. 
Another nitpick: not moving out half-time player Josh 
Archibald. Holland said the market was limited for the 
unvaccinated winger. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Vancouver Canucks: The Canucks tend to have 
disappointing trade deadlines, but at least this time they 
emerged on the other side of the NHL’s silly season without 
having committed an inefficient long-term contract to a 
supporting piece that would’ve had significant value if they’d 
dealt him on the marketplace. Canucks fans were probably 
hoping for something more dramatic — particularly after the 
club seemed to be in the centre of every trade rumour for 
months leading up to the deadline — but the new Canucks 
hockey operations leadership somehow found a way to 
offload Travis Hamonic without taking money back (and 
netted a pick in the process!); took on a 25-year-old defender 
in Travis Dermott who costs half as much as Hamonic, is 
better and who they think they can perhaps groom into a top-
four contributor; and sold pending unrestricted free agent 
Tyler Motte for a fourth-round pick. It wasn’t great, it wasn’t 
noisy, but the club executed on what they had to get done. 
— Thomas Drance 

Washington Capitals: They addressed their need for a 
middle-six forward by adding Marcus Johansson, who can 
play up and down the lineup, both wings, center in a pinch 
and on special teams. They also found a veteran 
replacement for the injured Carl Hagelin in versatile forward 
Johan Larsson. In a vacuum, the Caps did well for 
themselves. If you look at the rest of the East, though, top 
teams like Florida, Tampa Bay and Carolina — all potential 
first-round matchups — got significantly better, at least on 
paper. — Tarik El-Bashir 

5 

Philadelphia Flyers: It’s not that GM Chuck Fletcher and the 
Flyers did a terrible job at the deadline, given the 
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circumstances. It was just fairly uninspiring. The return for 
Claude Giroux was undeniably underwhelming, but given 
Giroux’s unwillingness to go anywhere except Florida, it’s 
understandable that they didn’t pull back a haul for their 
captain, and it’s not like Owen Tippett and a 2024 first-
rounder is an awful return. They would have loved to have 
gotten a second-rounder back for Justin Braun; instead, they 
ended up with a 2023 third, which is acceptable but not the 
overpay fans wanted. Getting a 2023 fourth back for Derick 
Brassard again is decent but is about fair value for him. And 
it’s a mild disappointment that the Flyers couldn’t get an 
asset back for backup goalie Martin Jones. Basically, they 
had a “fine” trade deadline, but it certainly wasn’t game-
changing, and the light-on-its-face return for Giroux — even 
acknowledging the limitations — was never going to play well 
in Philadelphia. Fletcher needs to have a much bigger 
offseason to turn this ship around quickly. — Charlie 
O’Connor 

Columbus Blue Jackets: The Blue Jackets were full-on 
sellers, though not to the degree they were 2020-21, so 
excitement was slightly muted. Part of the reason is they 
didn’t have the significant players to shop. Their top trade 
chip was winger Max Domi, who ended up being shipped to 
Carolina just before the 3 p.m. deadline in a deal for prospect 
and picks. The Blue Jackets knew it would be a challenge to 
trade their two other UFAs, defenseman Dean Kukan and 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, and that was correct. They’ve 
had more exciting trade deadlines. They’ve had deadlines 
when nothing happened. This day was a solid … meh. — 
Aaron Portzline 

Los Angeles Kings: The Kings added one small piece 
Sunday — defenseman Troy Stecher, giving up only a 
seventh-round pick — to bolster their depth to the right side, 
where there’s concern over how long Drew Doughty’s wrist 
injury may keep him out. The reality: They were never going 
to be major players at this deadline, knowing that while their 
team is improving, they were not in the same position as any 
of the genuine Stanley Cup contenders, beefing up for a 
championship run. By preserving cap space, they can take 
another big swing in free agency this summer, depending on 
who (Filip Forsberg, maybe?) gets to market. — Lisa Dillman 

San Jose Sharks: The Sharks signed their biggest pending 
UFA (Tomas Hertl) and signaled they are focused on 
competing for playoff spots, not rebuilding. Given that 
direction, not trading Alex Barabanov makes sense … if they 
get him signed before July 13. Moving Jake Middleton for 
Kaapo Kahkonen is a bit of an incomplete grade — the trade 
return for one of their three goalies in the offseason will add 
more needed context. — Corey Masisak 

Dallas Stars: The Stars couldn’t do much because they had 
no cap space and were hamstrung by unmovable contracts 
and situations that killed their depth. If they were going to be 
sellers, their two biggest pieces would be John Klingberg and 
Braden Holtby, but Miro Heiskanen getting mono made them 
more dependent on Klingberg and Holtby’s injury situation 
worked the other way to where they had to add goaltending 
depth. In the end, there wasn’t much they could do, so they 
didn’t. — Saad Yousuf 

4 

Arizona Coyotes: The Coyotes didn’t trade either of their two 
most attractive assets — Jakob Chychrun (talks deferred 
until the summer) or Phil Kessel (too much money for a still 
occasionally divisive player). What they did accomplish was 
subtle. Separately, they acquired the signing rights to two 
college players — Jack McBain from Minnesota and Nathan 
Smith from Winnipeg — who are 22 and 23 respectively and 
were likely headed to unrestricted free agency this summer. 
So, NHL-ready, or close to it. If the Coyotes get them signed, 
then that buys time until they can turn all that stockpiled draft 
capital into actual players. Acquiring Bryan Little’s ($5.291 
million average annual value) contract gets them to the 
salary-cap floor for another two years. Claiming Harri Sateri 
off waivers replaces Scott Wedgwood, who went to Dallas for 
a fourth-rounder. It was a cautious 72 hours, but nothing 
really moved the needle. — Eric Duhatschek 

Ottawa Senators: The Senators are taking a beating for the 
Travis Hamonic trade. Not only is Ottawa paying his full 
salary next season, but they also gave up a third-round pick 
to get him. That seemed like a steep price to pay for a 
contract Vancouver wanted to shed. And where Hamonic 
slots in will ultimately be a very interesting storyline to 
monitor in the weeks ahead. The Senators did come out OK 
in the Nick Paul trade, landing a good young forward in 
Mathieu Joseph as part of the return from Tampa. If Joseph 
can fit into Ottawa’s top nine, this could be a smart 
acquisition. But as Pierre Dorion said Monday, he thinks his 
team should be judged on their opening night lineup in 
October. So that technically gives him a few months to 
procure the top-six forward and top-four defenceman that he 
said he needs to put this team into playoff contention. He 
didn’t acquire either of those assets on deadline day, so it’s 
hard to give the Senators high marks on this date. — Ian 
Mendes 

3 

Buffalo Sabres: Down the stretch last season, the Sabres 
scratched Cody Eakin and Colin Miller in favor of young 
guys. It looks like history will repeat. There wasn’t a market 
for the rentals, so the Sabres made no moves on deadline 
day. It would have benefitted them to do something — 
anything — but that’s impossible when teams don’t want 
what you’re selling. General manager Kevyn Adams tried to 
use his cap space and be a third-party broker in a deal, but 
the other two teams couldn’t finalize their trade. So, all in all, 
a boring day for Buffalo. — John Vogl 

St. Louis Blues: The Blues may have an incredible 
offseason, but we’re asking how they did at the trade 
deadline and how it’ll impact the 2021-22 season. They 
needed a top-pair defenseman and a fourth-line forward and 
got neither. Nick Leddy might be an upgrade on what they 
have, but he has a lot to prove as far as playing with Colton 
Parayko. Meanwhile, in need of a fourth-liner, they instead 
sent one packing in Oskar Sundqvist. The trade will free up 
salary-cap space next summer, and they were able to hold 
onto their first-round pick and top prospects. But as far as 
improving their chances to compete for the Stanley Cup this 
season, they didn’t do that. — Jeremy Rutherford 
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New York Islanders: The Islanders didn’t complete a single 
trade, which for a team that will not make the playoffs this 
season, is, uh, less than ideal. Lou Lamoriello’s loyalty to his 
players is clearly one reason that no one was cast off, but in 
a season that has been a gigantic disappointment, it’s hard 
to fathom they weren’t able to get a single asset. This will be 
an offseason in which the Islanders have to make changes in 
order to compete while this core group’s window is still open, 
so even a few more mid-to-late round draft picks would have 
helped. But at least they didn’t get any worse. — Kevin Kurz 

Carolina Hurricanes: The Canes acquired Max Domi at a 75 
percent discount, but that happened for a reason — he has 
scored one goal in 31 games. If there’s anyone who can turn 
players around, it’s the Canes, and Domi has had a few goal-
scoring seasons in the past. But we all saw the other top 
contenders address their specific needs at the deadline, and 
you wonder if the Canes were left behind. — Sara Civian 

Nashville Predators: The Predators traded a second-round 
pick to the Kraken for depth defenseman Jeremy Lauzon, but 

the biggest move was the one they didn’t make. Leading 
goal-scorer Filip Forsberg is still on the team and still doesn’t 
have a new contract. Predators general manager David Poile 
sounds confident it will get done, and he will be under a lot of 
pressure to make sure that happens. — Adam Vingan 

2 

Vegas Golden Knights: Vegas paid a premium to unload 
Evgenii Dadonov’s contract, sending a second-round pick to 
Anaheim while also taking on Ryan Kessler’s $6.875 million 
and John Moore’s $2.75 million contracts. Not only will 
Vegas be without Dadonov’s on-ice production (assuming 
the deal eventually goes through), but it gained only $3.375 
million in cap space in the deal, and that’s with Moore’s 
contract buried in the AHL. The only reason I refrained from 
scoring this a “one” is that it opens up room for a potential 
extension for pending UFA Reilly Smith, which would be a 
great move. — Jesse Granger 
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Hurricanes acquire Max Domi, sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 8-year extension 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — When word leaked at 2:56 p.m. that Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi’s long-rumored eight-year contract extension had 
been signed, it looked like that would be the news 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell would share on 
NHL trade deadline day. 

“Do you want to always go down to two minutes to 3?” 
Waddell said. “No, it adds more stress to your life. But that’s 
just the way a lot of these deals happen.” 

So just inside the final whistle for trades this season, Waddell 
and the Hurricanes made a last-minute addition, acquiring 
forward Max Domi from Columbus in a three-team trade that 
also included Florida to get Domi’s $5.3 million cap hit under 
the salary cap. 

“We’ve been looking for somebody to complement our 
forward group into our top nine and felt that this was a 
perfect fit for us,” Waddell said. 

The Blue Jackets retained half of Domi’s salary, and the 
main piece heading to Columbus is Aidan Hreshuck, the 
Boston College defenseman who was selected 94th overall 
in last summer’s draft by the Hurricanes. But in order to stay 
under the salary cap, the Panthers were also involved in the 
trade. Carolina also received defensive prospect Tyler 
Inamoto from Florida while sending Egor Korshkov to the 
Panthers. Florida also received Toronto’s 2022 sixth-round 
pick from Columbus and retained 25% of Domi’s contract. 
Carolina will be responsible for $1.325 million of Domi’s cap 
hit. 

Korshkov, a 2016 second-round pick of the Maple Leafs who 
Carolina acquired last February in the trade that sent Alex 
Galchenyuk to Toronto. Korshkov had 11 goals and 11 
assists in 44 games this past season with the KHL’s 
Yaroslav Lokomotiv. 

The 27-year-old Domi, who will be an unrestricted free agent 
after the season, is now with his fourth team. The son of 

famed Maple Leafs enforcer Tie Domi has nine goals and 23 
assists in 53 games this season but is mired in a 15-game 
goal drought. 

Domi’s best season came in Montreal in 2018-19 when he 
had 28 goals and 44 assists for 72 points in 82 games. 

“He’s put up a lot of goals and a lot of points,” Waddell said. 
“I think he’s on a 50-point pace again this year. … He can 
score, but he’s also a pretty good playmaker, good down 
low, plays with an edge. There’s some things that we 
certainly were looking for.” 

He was drafted 12th overall by the Coyotes in 2013 and 
played his first three seasons in Arizona, overlapping with all 
three former Coyotes on the Hurricanes’ roster: Antti Raanta, 
Jordan Martinook and Tony DeAngelo. 

Waddell said Domi, who has played left wing and center in 
his career, would probably arrive in Raleigh in time for 
Tuesday’s game against the Lightning but wouldn’t play. He 
is expected to practice Wednesday and play Thursday, 
Waddell added. 

The other move was the long-term extension of Kotkaniemi, 
the 21-year-old who was poached from Montreal with an 
offer sheet in the offseason and has 11 goals and 12 assists 
in 59 games this season. 

Kotkaniemi agreed to an eight-year deal with an average 
annual value of $4.82 million — a nod to his No. 82. 

“This has been a deal that we’ve been working on for a long 
time here, since after the first of the year,” Waddell said. 
“And when you start talking about signing into an extension, 
anytime you go into these deals when you’re dealing with a 
21-year-old player, term, to us, was ultimately the most 
important thing. We think this player’s got the good upside.” 

Waddell said he’s had “small talks” with the team’s other 
RFA and UFA players but nothing “substantial.” 
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Gold: Contracts and acquisitions for the Hurricanes 

By Adam Gold 

Monday marked the NHL’s trade deadline. The last day in 
which teams could make trades to improve their teams for 
the playoff push. Or, in contrast, for those to deal away 
assets that might help them down the road.   

All deals must be into the league by 3:00 ET in order to be 
approved and the Carolina Hurricanes were in line to 
complete a trade that would net them former 20-goal scorer 
Max Domi from the Columbus Blue Jackets. We’ll explore 
that in a moment.  

At 3:00 something else could happen and that something is 
far more significant for the now – and later – for the 
Hurricanes. They announced the signing of 21-year old 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an 8-year contract that will pay 
him an average of $4.82 million per season.  

This summer, in the search for a young forward the Canes 
zeroed in on Kotkaniemi, the 3rd overall draft pick by the 
Montreal Canadiens in the 2018 draft that saw Carolina take 
Andrei Svechnikov second. Three years into his career, 
Kotkaniemi had yet to break through to Andrei’s level and 
was having difficulty agreeing on a contract with Montreal. 

In stepped the Hurricanes with a devious plan. They would 
sign the restricted free agent to an offer sheet – theoretically, 
one that the Canadiens could not match – and buy the player 
that Montreal didn’t want to trade to Carolina. Now, that 
maneuver comes at a cost, the Hurricanes forfeited their 1st 
and 3rd round picks in this upcoming draft to Montreal as a 
result. But, based on where the Canes figured to be 
selecting, meaning the late stages of the first round, they 
gambled that trading late 1rst and 3rd round picks was worth 
it to get a 21-year old, big bodied player who just might 
center their second line for the next 5-plus seasons. 

This season looks like it will be Kotkaniemi’s best in the NHL 
in terms of goal-scoring. Even though he’s gone without a 
goal in his last 13 games – which puts him in a boat with a lot 
of his teammates that are fighting through it of late – 
Kotkaniemi’s 11 ties his career high. And, with 20 games to 
go in the regular season it’s a fair bet that he’ll get at least 
one more.  

Not to oversell this contract one way or another, it’s really a 
gamble both ways. If Kotkaniemi doesn’t raise his production 
to the point where he’s in the 40 to 50-point range – think, 15 
goals and 30 assists – then he’s overpaid and the Hurricanes 
are stuck with a long term financial commitment. However, if 
Kotkaniemi fulfills his draft status and becomes a 
cornerstone player for your team and bumps that production 
up to where he’s a 60-point player the Carolina front office 

will have hit the jackpot having Kotkaniemi at less than $5 
million per season until he’s in his 30’s. 

That was the best part of today’s festivities. 

As for the acquisition of Max Domi, Carolina was looking for 
some forward help today and they acquired the former 28-
goal scorer from Columbus as the centerpiece of a 3-team 
deal. Because of financial constraints, the Blue Jackets will 
retain half of Domi’s $5.3 million salary cap charge. Carolina 
will send a college defenseman, Aiden Hreschuk, a 2021 3rd 
rounder who plays at Boston College, back to Columbus in 
the deal.  

But wait, there’s more. The Hurricanes still needed more 
money siphoned off the deal so the Blue Jackets are 
shipping a 6th round pick to Florida, the Panthers will 
swallow another 25% of the Domi contract and the Canes 
will send them the rights to 25-year oldRussian forward Egor 
Korshkov. Florida is kicking college defenseman Tyler 
Inamoto back to the Hurricanes and when the University of 
Wisconsin product’s season is over the team can decide if 
they want to sign him or allow him to become a free agent. 

That’s a ton of moving parts for the Canes to take a flier on 
Domi, who has 9 goals on the year, but just 1 in his last 31 
games. Domi,the son of legendary agitator Tie, is in his 7th 
NHL season, his second with the Jackets. The two previous 
seasons in Montreal Domi combined for 45 goals and 116 
points in 153 games played. That includes a 72 points 
season in 2018-19 in which Domi potted 28 goals and 
amassed 72 points.  

His next year was a bit of a drop off, but Domi was still at 17 
goals and 44 points through 71 games at the time the 
pandemic shut down sports. Domi’s only playoff experience 
was during the bubble hockey summer when he registered 3 
assists in 10 postseason games. 

He’s traveling to Raleigh on Tuesday and won’t be available 
for the game against Tampa. The earliest he could draw into 
the line up will be Thursday against the Dallas Stars. 

As for where he’d slot into the line up, a full practice will give 
us an idea, but let’s explore this as a guess, at least until 
Jordan Martinook returns from his latest injury. 

Niederreiter-Aho-Teravainen 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Jarvis 

Lorentz-Staal-Fast 

Domi-Kotkaniemi-Necas 

Derek Stepan would resume the role of the healthy extra. But 
remember, the playoffs is a viscous grind and you will 
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absolutely need all of the NHL depth you can grab onto. 
When Martinook returns, the guess is that he’d replace 
Lorentz assuming Domi is making his presence felt. 

Tuesday night the Hurricanes will take a swing at snapping 
this 4-game losing slide when they host the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. Yes, it’s always a fun time trying to bust out of a 
goal-scoring slump against the twice defending Cup champs. 
The Bolts have added a couple of new pieces to the mix in 
forwards Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul that were acquired in 
deals with Chicago and Ottawa, respectively.  

This will be the second of three meetings with the Lightning. 
The first came all the way back in November, a Carolina 2-1 
win in Tampa. The Hurricanes trailed entering the 3rd until 

Teuvo Teravainen scored on the power play with 10 minutes 
left in regulation. Then it was Martin Necas’ 3rd goal of the 
season, in overtime that gave Carolina the win. Let's hope 
there are positive vibes for the Canes' 4th year winger who 
has scored just twice in his last 33 games. 

Coverage begins on 99.9 the Fan at 6:30 with Storm Watch 
starring Alec Campbell. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy 
follow with the live play-by-play just after 7:00. Make sure to 
follow the Canes Corner Podcast wherever you get your 
podcasts. A new episode drops the #MorningAfter every 
Hurricanes game. 
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Kotkaniemi Elated To Be A Cane For The Long Haul 

"When I got here, I remembered why hockey was so fun." 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes core of young 
talent locked up another key piece to the puzzle long-term. 

Already including Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, 
among others, Jesperi Kotkaniemi became the latest 
member of the bunch to sign a multi-year agreement, inking 
an eight-year contract extension with the team. 

"It's a great feeling," the 21-year-old forward began. "I think 
we have a great group here, they've been awesome to be 
around. Every day we all come to the rink and work really 
hard, trying to be the best team in the league. You just want 
to be a part of that type of group every single day." 

Just 59 games into his tenure with the team, Kotkaniemi has 
been enjoying both the current culture and the direction of 
which the team is headed. 

"There's a lot of good, young players here," the first-year 
Cane expressed of his teammates. "The team is really good 
now, but when you look at these guys, we're going to be 
really good in the future, too," he continued. "What could be 
better than to be a part of a team like that?" 

Offering his signature to General Manager & President Don 
Waddell for the second time in eight months, the seamless fit 
began after the Canes landed the forward after a successful 
offer sheet in September. 

"When I got here I remembered why hockey is so fun," the 
center continued, raving about his new surroundings. 

"It's just a great feeling to come to the rink every day. You 
know that you have to work as hard as you can every day to 
try and get better and to try and help the team get better. I 
get excited when I think about it." 

From the perspective of Waddell, he's more than thrilled to 
get the young center under his team's control for the 
remainder of the decade. 

"To a tee, we're all confident he's going to continue to grow 
his game," the GM offered Monday afternoon when meeting 
with the media. "He's going to continue to learn and put up 
bigger numbers." 

Armed with an infectious positive attitude, it's more than just 
a one-way street though, as Kotkaniemi's teammates have 
enjoyed having him in the fold just as much. 

"He's an awesome kid. And I can use the word kid with him 
because he's 21. He's learning how to play his style and 

create his identity," veteran forward Derek Stepan said of 
him. "[He's learning] what his role and what his uniqueness is 
going to be. He's a fun guy to be around and we have a lot of 
fun together." 

Stepan went on to say that their chemistry between the two 
is so strong, he jokes that his last name is Stepaniemi, 
becoming an honorary member of the Finns that have made 
Kotkaniemi feel right at home. 

Along with Aho, Kotkaniemi has fellow countrymen Teuvo 
Teravainen and Antti Raanta aiding him in making the 
transition, with the group being referenced as the "Finnish 
Mafia" over the course of the season. 

As far as the coach's thoughts on his newly inked forward? 
He's more than pleased too. 

"His game's gotten better all year," Rod Brind'Amour said of 
Kotkaniemi. "What I like about his game is that he definitely 
sees the ice really well. He's got a great shot. I really want 
him to use it more. He can really rip it. He's competitive." 

To the same extent that Brind'Amour exudes belief in the 
2018 draft's third overall selection, Kotkaniemi is quick to 
credit the reigning Jack Adams award winner for the reasons 
why he's taken steps forward. 

"He's been doing this for a long time and he's been one of 
the guys in the room. Everyone is comfortable around him. 
He's a great leader for our group," the center spoke 
passionately. "He's got great tips every day. He knows the 
little details. He makes everyone feel great about 
themselves. It's great to be around him. He understands the 
players. He's watching the game a lot through the players 
perspectives. He's thinking the same way as us. He knows 
what he wants and he knows how to tell us what to do. It's 
really easy to follow him."  

As Kotkaniemi continues to grow under the tutelage of 
Brind'Amour, one of the things he's most looking forward to 
is getting to play in front of Caniacs at PNC Arena for years 
to come. 

"First of all, I've been really surprised how good it is here, 
every single night," he went on. "You know how there's 
normally off nights, like a Tuesday night game? Every single 
night the crowd is going. So that's been awesome to see." 

"When the boys told me when I got here that the fan base 
was really good, I was like, 'really?' I'm always surprised how 
good it is here, every single day. It's been awesome." 

 

Burnside: Examining The Lead-Up To The Deadline For The Canes 
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By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC. - At 2:30 p.m. Monday Carolina Hurricanes 
President & General Manager Don Waddell turned to the 
group gathered in the team's fourth-floor trade deadline war 
room at PNC Arena and said he'd never had a trade 
deadline pass when he wasn't either a buyer or a seller.  But 
this 2022 trade deadline looked like it would be the first time. 

28 minutes later, with the 3 p.m. ET cut-off to make trades 
looming, Waddell and his staff were electronically filing the 
necessary paperwork to add versatile, skilled winger Max 
Domi to the Hurricanes' roster from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

The deal cost the Hurricanes mid-range prospect Aidan 
Hreschuk, who just completed his first year at Boston 
College after being selected by Carolina 94th overall in 2021, 
and the contract of Egor Korshkov, who is currently playing 
in Russia. To make it all work, the trade also required the 
involvement of the Florida Panthers, who retained 25% of 
Domi's $5.3-million cap hit to keep the Hurricanes cap 
compliant. The Cats recieved a sixth round pick from 
Columbus and Korshkov from the Canes for their aid. 

In addition to Florida's assistance, Columbus also retained 
50% of Domi's salary. 

"It was a complicated deal," Waddell said late Monday 
afternoon. "We had to do some maneuvering there and all 
that takes time. Do you want it always to go down at two 
minutes to three? No it adds a little more stress to your life. 
But it's the way a lot of these deals happen." 

When the deal was filed NHL officials told Waddell the Domi 
deal was one of 33 waiting to be okayed by the NHL. 

"Deadlines are interesting," the veteran GM added. "Most of 
the heavy action comes near the deadline when people are 
forced to make a decision. Our business is no different." 

Is Domi, the 12th overall pick from the 2013 draft who will 
become an unrestricted free agent this summer, the missing 
piece to the Carolina Hurricanes' Stanley Cup puzzle? 

Oh that it were all that simple. 

But building a champion is never simple and the National 
Hockey League trade deadline is more often than not a time 
of false hope and great regret even though the buzz and 
emotion that surrounds the trade period might lead us to 
believe otherwise. 

And maybe it's worthwhile to try and understand the thought 
process that led the Hurricanes to this last-minute deal 
especially within the context of a trade deadline period that 
saw most of the team's competition in the talent-laden 
Eastern Conference make significant additions prior to 
Monday afternoon. 

So let's start here, In the team offices at PNC Arena on 
Saturday morning. 

It's quiet in the fourth floor offices just as it has been quiet for 
the most part around the NHL. 

Waddell knows that's about to change. 

"Let's face it, when you're in the hockey business it's a fun 
time," Waddell said. "I also say the trade deadline day is the 
most dangerous day in hockey. Because at the end of the 
day only one team's going to win. It doesn't mean that you 
shouldn't try to help your team if you can, but there's a lot of 
movement of assets going around that for some people it's 
not going to quite work out for. So that's why you want to be 
mindful about all those things. But no, it's a fun time." 

Waddell, a veteran of many deadline wars during his career, 
turned out to be prophetic. A few hours later the Boston 
Bruins, a potential first-round matchup for the first-place 
Hurricanes, added defenseman Hampus Lindholm one of the 
top rental players on the marketplace. Minutes later it was 
announced longtime Philadelphia captain Claude Giroux, 
fresh from his 1,000th-game celebration in Philadelphia, was 
headed to Florida where he joins former Montreal 
defenseman Ben Chiarot on a Panther team as good as its 
ever been in South Florida. 

A day earlier forward Brandon Hagel was acquired by Tampa 
as the Lightning pursue a rare third straight Stanley Cup. By 
the end of the day Monday the Lightning added Nick Paul 
from Ottawa while the New York Rangers, coming off a 2-0 
win over Carolina on Sunday night, had added depth 
defenseman Justin Braun and key depth forwards Andrew 
Copp and Tyler Motte to go with another deadline period 
addition, Frank Vatrano, who happened to score the empty-
net goal against Carolina. 

What happens in Florida and Tampa and Boston and in New 
York is of interest, of course, but what happens in Florida 
and Tampa and Boston and New York cannot dictate how 
the Hurricanes prepared for and executed their own deadline 
behavior. 

"I think you're aware of everything that happens around the 
league but you can't be reactionary to what other teams are 
doing. I just don't believe in that," Waddell said. "Everybody's 
at a different point in their franchise. Obviously Tampa's won 
back to back Cups. They want to go for a third. If you're in 
that position you'd think differently than we think here." 

On our way up to the fourth floor we ran into Mike Futa, who 
joined the organization as a Senior Consultant to the General 
Manager after playing a significant role in the building of two 
Stanley Cup championship teams in Los Angeles in 2012 
and 2014. For a time Saturday he is the only occupant in the 
team's 'war room', which is an office with special whiteboard 
walls on which are the names of teams and below those 
team names players who may be available and/or may be of 
interest to the Hurricanes. 

There are plenty of smudges from names being added and 
then erased. 

There are cameras on video monitors that will allow owner 
Tom Dundon to take part in the discussions remotely prior to 
Monday's deadline. The fact that Dundon wasn't planning on 
being in town for the deadline is one of many indicators of 
how the Hurricanes were preparing for the deadline - i.e. not 
likely to be involved in any kind of blockbuster deal. 
Dundon's absence is also a perfect illustration of the different 
reality in which the Hurricanes find themselves since the 
change in ownership. 
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After missing the playoffs for a decade and being a perennial 
seller at the trade deadline the Hurricanes have, under 
Dundon, become a cap team. In the off-season they created 
a social media storm in making an offer sheet to emerging 
two-way forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi whose eight-year 
contract extension with the Hurricanes was announced 
shortly after the trade deadline passed. 

The move to add Kotkaniemi, the third overall pick in 2018, 
cost the Hurricanes a first and a third-round pick in this 
summer's draft. And before Monday's deadline Waddell had 
made it clear he was not interested in parting with the team's 
2023 first-round pick at least not for a straight rental, that is, 
a player on an expiring contract. 

That combined with the limited cap space, and the fact the 
Hurricanes hit the deadline as the first place team in the 
Metropolitan Division with the third-best winning percentage 
in the NHL behind Colorado and Florida, suggested that 
Monday was going to be a quiet day. 

"And so as we approach the deadline we don't have any 
glaring holes," Waddell said. "And we also talked to Rod a lot 
about this. We like everybody on our team. And so we have 
a little bit of cap space but not a lot. The way you create cap 
space you can trade somebody off your team or you can try 
to broker some deals (with third teams willing to take cap 
space) but it all costs assets. And since we gave up our first 
and third this year we just feel like our team's in a good 
position right now. There's that old phrase about mortgaging 
the future. We still have to keep the eye on the future 
because the big thing is in a salary cap world we know that 
we're going to need young players coming. Not everybody 
can be bought through free agency. We want to retain our 
good players. There's a cost of doing business so we've got 
to make sure we've got a pipeline coming so that's why our 
picks and prospects are so important for our future." 

It's a fascinating time in this team's history and pull back the 
lens a bit, and it's a fascinating time in the league as a 
whole. 

With the COVID-19 epidemic creating a flat cap situation for 
the next two or three years pending how quickly the 
economics can be restored it's critical to have homegrown 
talent on your NHL roster and in your pipeline. And yet we've 
seen teams like Tampa over the past two seasons send out 
prime assets to add at the deadline - Blake Coleman and 
Barclay Goodrow at last year's deal followed up by the 
addition of Hagel and Nick Paul this year. Other teams have 
followed suit. 

The Hurricanes' world view is different though. 

Maybe that comes from just now emerging from a decade of 
doldrums. Even though this team is a legitimate Stanley Cup 
contender in 2022 there will always be a wary eye kept on 
the team's future. 

"I've got a coach that loves our team and loves our guys here 
and wants to try and make it work with what we've got 
going," Waddell said. "It doesn't mean we can't maybe add 
some kind of depth or something like that just for support so 
our thinking is not going all-in. The way your franchise is set 
up right now with our younger players if we do this right we 
should be competitive, it doesn't mean you're going to win it, 

but we should be competitive for the next six seven years 
and maybe longer." 

It's a comfortable place to be in after many years of 
discomfort. 

"We don't even talk about making the playoffs anymore. 
Which is a nice thing actually you know," Waddell said. "You 
think about how you take that next step and that's obviously 
winning a championship. You always want to win today but 
we also think that we have a setup that we should be able to 
compete for the Cup for many, many years." 

In the hours that passed leading up to the last-minute dash 
to add the 27-year-old Domi, Waddell was in constant 
conversation with his scouting and hockey operations staff 
just as he was in almost constant conversation with his 
counterparts around the NHL. 

The group discussed internally where their focus should be 
heading into Monday and while weeks ago it might have 
been in adding some defensive depth, the feeling was the 
team's depth both at the NHL level, and with their American 
Hockey League affiliate in Chicago, there weren't options 
that made the team better especially weighed against the 
cost of assets to make such moves. 

The focus then became adding some offensive help with a 
player that could play in the top nine. 

But it's not just about figuring whether a player like Domi 
could fit both in terms of the salary cap and the assets it 
would cost to acquire him but there are very specific players 
who fit the Hurricanes model. 

"Absolutely. One question we always ask, will he play our 
style? Can he play our style?" Waddell said. "There are 
some really good players out there but that maybe aren't a fit 
for our very aggressive style. So, let's face it I'm not going to 
make a trade without Rod saying he's going to fit into our 
lineup, fit into our team, the whole thing." 

That's why Brind'Amour and his coaching staff were part of 
discussions on Monday leading up to the Domi deal. No 
sense acquiring a player that won't fit, although after 
watching Brind'Amour for the past four seasons Waddell and 
his staff, which includes Futa, assistant GMs Darren Yorke, 
Eric Tulsky, Director of Hockey Operations Aaron Schwartz 
and former Hurricanes and three-time Stanley Cup winner 
Justin Williams, they know intrinsically what qualities 
Brind'Amour demands from his players. 

"We've got to do our homework make sure we check all the 
boxes about team player and all that so we can do all that 
stuff and then if we get to a point where it makes sense then 
check with Rod and make sure it's somebody (that fits)," 
Waddell said. "We have a pretty good idea of the guys that 
are going to fit in with Rod." 

As much as all of this is a collaborative effort at the end of 
the day, it's Waddell who has the final say and on Monday, 
of course, that final say was yes to Domi, but with precious 
little time to spare. 

Waddell recalled a conversation at the trade deadline many 
years ago when he was the GM of the Atlanta Thrashers. 
Longtime hockey executive Jack Ferreira was part of the 
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Thrashers' hockey ops department and at the time the group 
was discussing trading popular forward Donald Audette. 

"We walked back to my office and he said 'Don I'm going to 
tell you, I know you want to listen to all your scouts but at 
3:05 they're all a plane back to their homes. You're the one 
that's got to live with this, with how you deal with it. You have 

to make sure you have that last vote and do what your gut 
tells you to do.'" 

"I stuck with that for a long time," Waddell said. "Everybody's 
got a say in the process. That's the way we operate here. 
But at the end of the day we've got to make sure we do the 
best thing for our franchise. Today and tomorrow." 

 

Domi traded to Hurricanes by Blue Jackets in deal involving Panthers 

Max Domi was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday 
in a three-team trade involving the Columbus Blue Jackets 
and Florida Panthers. 

The Hurricanes also received defenseman prospect Tyler 
Inamoto; the Blue Jackets received defenseman prospect 
Aidan Hreschuk; and the Panthers received forward prospect 
Egor Korshkov and a sixth-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. 

Domi is in the final season of a two-year, $10.6 million 
contract ($5.3 million average annual value) he signed with 
the Blue Jackets on Oct. 7, 2020, one day after he was 
acquired in a trade with the Montreal Canadiens. He can 
become an unrestricted free agent after the season. 

The center, who turned 27 on March 2, has scored 32 points 
(nine goals, 23 assists) in 53 games this season. 

"We've been looking for someone to complement our forward 
group, our top nine, and felt this was a perfect fit for us," 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. "He's put up 
a lot of goals but (also) a lot of points. I think he's on a 50-
point pace again this year. But he's also a pretty good 
playmaker, good down low, plays with an edge. Some things 
that we certainly were looking for." 

Even though Domi has scored one goal in his past 31 
games, Waddell said he believes that trend could turn 
around with Carolina. 

"We've scouted him a lot lately and think he's been playing 
very well," Waddell said. "He's been in a little drought 
scoring. We just felt coming into this group we have here, 
and him being able to play with some pretty elite players, that 
he could be a big help for us down the road." 

Selected by the Phoenix Coyotes with the No. 12 pick in the 
2013 NHL Draft, Domi has scored 307 points (99 goals, 208 
assists) in 482 regular-season games with the Coyotes, 
Canadiens and Blue Jackets, and has three assists in 10 
Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

The Hurricanes (41-15-6) first in the Metropolitan Division, 
three points ahead of the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

Also Monday, Carolina signed forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 
an eight-year, $38.56 million contract (average annual value 
$4.82 million). 
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Kotkaniemi signs eight-year, $38.56 million contract with Hurricanes 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi signed an eight-year, $38.56 million 
contract with the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday. It has an 
average annual value of $4.82 million. 

The forward could have become a restricted free agent at the 
end of the season.  

"Term, to us, was ultimately the most important thing," 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. "We think 
this player has got good upside. We kept pushing for eight 
years. Obviously the agent wasn't sure about eight years for 
a long time. We finally got him over the hump here to get an 
AAV that we were happy with and get him under a long-term 
contract. 

"We think he's going to add to our offense. You've got to 
remember, he's still 21. He's only going to continue to get 
better. Where he tops off is still yet to be determined." 

Kotkaniemi has scored 23 points (11 goals, 12 assists) in 59 
games this season, tying his NHL career high in goals set as 
a rookie with the Montreal Canadiens in 2018-19.  

"What I like about his game is he definitely sees the ice really 
well, he's got a great shot," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said Saturday. "I want him to use it more. He can really rip 
it." 

Selected by the Canadiens in the first round (No. 3) of the 
2018 NHL Draft, Kotkaniemi has scored 85 points (33 goals, 
52 assists) in 230 regular-season games and 12 points (nine 
goals, three assists) in 29 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

Kotkaniemi signed a one-year, $6.1 million contract with the 
Hurricanes on Aug. 28, 2021 after the Canadiens did not 
match an offer sheet. Montreal received a first-round pick 
and a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as 
compensation from Carolina. 

"You're always weighing the risk versus the reward," Waddell 
said. "We see a higher projectile (projection) for this player. 
And as the seasons go on and the [NHL salary] cap continue 
to go up, we think these kind of players are going to become 
even more expensive."  

Carolina forward Derek Stepan said he's impressed with how 
Kotkaniemi has played this season. 

"When he has the puck on his stick, he's got a big body and 
he's able to create space a lot," Stepan said. "Obviously the 
talent is there. He shoots the puck well, he sees the ice well. 
But he has the ability to create himself five feet of space. 
That's a special trait. 

"Very rarely do I have to come back to the bench and say, 
'Did you see this or that,' because he was seeing it," Stepan 
said. "His game is really good, and I enjoy playing with him 
too." 

The Hurricanes (41-15-6) are first in the Metropolitan 
Division. They host the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday (7 
p.m. ET; SNE, SNO, SNP, TVAS, BSSO, BSSUN, ESPN+, 
NHL LIVE). 

 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes sign Kotkaniemi to 8-year extension 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes have 
signed forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an eight-year 
extension, which would keep the 21-year-old forward with the 
franchise through the 2029-30 season. 

The team said the deal will have an average-annual value of 
$4.82 million. Carolina announced the deal Monday, the 
same day the Hurricanes acquired forward Max Domi and 
defenseman Tyler Inamoto in a three-team deal ahead of the 
trade deadline.  

The Hurricanes acquired Kotkaniemi in September. The 
team signed the restricted free agent and former No. 3 
overall draft pick from 2018 to a one-year, $6.1 million offer 
sheet in August, and Montreal opted not to match the deal in 
the league’s first successful offer-sheet acquisition since 
2007. 

It was a response to Montreal trying to poach Carolina’s 
Sebastian Aho the same way in 2019, though the Hurricanes 
matched the five-year offer sheet to keep him. But team 
president and general manager Don Waddell said the team 
wanted to reach a long-term deal with a player the team 
believes has good upside. 

“We’re all confident he’s going to continue to grow his game, 
continue to learn and put up bigger numbers than even what 
he’s doing right now.” Waddell said. 

The 6-foot-2, 201-pound Kotkaniemi has 11 goals and 12 
assists this year for Carolina, matching his rookie year for his 
best goals output. 
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Carolina Hurricanes get forward Max Domi in 3-way trade involving Columbus Blue Jackets 
and Florida Panthers 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Carolina Hurricanes acquired Columbus Blue Jackets 
forward Max Domi on Monday in a complicated three-way 
trade that also involved the Florida Panthers. 

The Jackets traded Domi, 27, to the Panthers along with a 
2022 sixth-round pick that was originally owned by the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. In exchange, the Panthers sent NCAA 
fifth-year senior defenseman Tyler Inamoto of Wisconsin to 
Columbus, which retained 50% of Domi's $5.3 million cap hit. 

The Panthers then retained 25% of Domi's remaining cap hit 
while trading him to the Hurricanes for 25-year-old KHL 
forward Egor Korshkov, who was drafted 31st overall in 2016 
by the Maple Leafs and appeared in one game for them in 
2019-20. 

To complete the trade, the Hurricanes traded NCAA 
freshman defenseman Aidan Hreschuk to the Blue Jackets in 
exchange for Inamoto. According to Cap Friendly, the 
Hurricanes are responsible for $1.325 million of Domi's cap 
hit. 

The trade was announced three and a half hours after the 
NHL trade deadline. 

Domi is an unrestricted free agent after this season. He had 
32 points in 53 games this season for the Blue Jackets for 
2.7 points per 60 minutes of play, his best offensive season 
since 2018-19. Domi is in his seventh NHL season and has 
307 points in 482 games with the Arizona Coyotes, Montreal 
Canadiens and the Blue Jackets. 

Carolina Hurricanes finalize eight-year extension with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 21, expect 
forward 'to continue to grow his game' 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes, chasing the No. 
1 seed in the Eastern Conference and looking toward a 
Stanley Cup this season, took a well-planned step Monday 
toward ensuring their future after this season as well. 

The Hurricanes, leaders of the Metropolitan Division, signed 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an eight-year extension, which 
would keep the 21-year-old forward with the franchise 
through the 2029-30 season. 

The team said the deal will have an average-annual value of 
$4.82 million. Carolina announced the deal on the same day 
the Hurricanes acquired forward Max Domi and defenseman 
Tyler Inamoto in a three-team deal ahead of the trade 
deadline. 

The story behind the Hurricanes and Kotkaniemi is not your 
typical transaction in NHL parlance. They acquired 
Kotkaniemi in September, signing him as a restricted free 
agent to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet. The Montreal 
Canadiens, who selected the former No. 3 overall draft pick 
in 2018, opted not to match the deal in the league's first 
successful offer-sheet acquisition since 2007. 

It was a response to Montreal trying to poach Carolina's 
Sebastian Aho the same way in 2019, though the Hurricanes 
matched the five-year offer sheet to keep him. But team 
president and general manager Don Waddell said the team 
wanted to reach a long-term deal with a player the team 
believes has good upside. 

"We're all confident he's going to continue to grow his game, 
continue to learn and put up bigger numbers than even what 
he's doing right now," Waddell said. 

The 6-foot-2, 201-pound Kotkaniemi is not playing a lot of 
minutes on a loaded offense. He typically takes the ice with 
the fourth line. He has 11 goals and 23 points. He's 
averaging just 12:00 time on ice, but coach Rod Brind'Amour 
has said several times during the season that this is all part 
of his development plan. 

The Hurricanes are chasing the Florida Panthers for the No. 
1 seed in the Eastern Conference. If the season ended on 
Sunday night, they would have finished at No. 2 and had a 
first-round date with the Boston Bruins. 

 

 

Hurricanes sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi to eight-year contract extension 

The Carolina Hurricanes have reached an eight-year 
contract extension with Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The deal carries 
a $4.82-million average annual value. 

Kotkaniemi was acquired by the Hurricanes back in 
September after he signed a one-year, $6.1 million offer 

sheet which the Montreal Canadiens decided not to match. 
In his first season with the hurricanes, the 21-year-old has 11 
goals and 23 points.  

The Canadiens selected Kotkaniemi with the third overall 
pick in the 2018 NHL Draft. 
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Hurricanes acquire forward Max Domi from Blue Jackets for prospect 

The Carolina Hurricanes have acquired forward Max Domi 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets for prospect Aidan 
Hreschuk. 

Domi has eight goals in 35 games this season and is a 
pending unrestricted free agent with a $5.3 million cap hit. 

Domi was initially selected 12th overall by the Arizona 
Coyotes in the 2015 NHL Draft.  

Hreschuk was selected in the third round of the 2021 NHL 
Draft and is in his first season at Boston College. The 19-
year-old defenceman has a goal and eight points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes acquire Domi, extend Kotkaniemi on 8-year deal 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have traded forward  

to the Carolina Hurricanes as part of a three-team trade with 
the Florida Panthers, the team announced on Monday. 

The Hurricanes will receive Domi and defenceman Tyler 
Inamoto. The Blue Jackets will receive defenceman Aidan 
Hreschuk from Carolina while the Panthers will receive 
forward Egor Korshkov and a Columbus' sixth-round pick in 
2022. Florida will also retain 25 per cent of Domi's contract.  

Domi, 26, has eight goals and 21 points in 36 games this 
season. 

The son of former NHLer Tie Domi has played in seven NHL 
seasons with the Blue Jackets, Montreal Canadiens and 
Arizona Coyotes and tallied a career-high 28 goals and 72 
points in 82 games with the Habs in 2018-19. 

Drafted 12th overall by the Coyotes in 2015, he carries a $5.3 
million cap hit this season and will become an unrestricted 
free agent this summer. 

The move came shortly after the Hurricanes inked 21-year-
old centre  

to an eight-year, $38.56 million contract extension on 
Monday. 

The deal carries an average annual value of $4.82 million. 

The Hurricanes and Kotkaniemi were reported to be working 
on an extension but it could not be made official until after 
the trade deadline. 

Kotkaniemi, 21, joined the Hurricanes in September after the 
Montreal Canadiens declined to match a one-year, $6.1 
million US offer sheet. 

The native of Pori, Finland, has 11 goals and 12 assists in 54 
games in 2021-22. 

Kotkaniemi, who spent his first three seasons with the 
Canadiens, has amassed 33 goals and 52 helpers in 225 
career NHL games. He was drafted third overall by the 
Canadiens in 2018. 

The Hurricanes currently lead the Metropolitan Division with 
a record of 40-12-5. 
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Hurricanes’ deadline day includes Domi trade, 8-year extension for Kotkaniemi 

By Adam Gretz  

Like most of the other Eastern Conference contenders the 
Carolina Hurricanes made a fairly significant addition before 
Monday’s NHL Trade Deadline, adding forward Max Domi 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets in a three-team trade that 
also involved the Florida Panthers. 

The entire deal breaks down as follows: 

Carolina gets: Max Domi (from Columbus), Tyler Inamoto 
(from Florida) 
Columbus gets: Aiden Hreschuk (from Carolina) 
Florida gets: Egor Koshkov (from Carolina), 2022 sixth-round 
pick (from Columbus) 

Hreschuk, a defenseman, was drafted by the Hurricanes in 
the third round, No. 94 overall, in the 2021 NHL Entry Draft. 
He spent this past season playing college hockey at Boston 
College. 

The purpose of getting a third team involved was to retain 
more salary, allowing the Hurricanes to add Domi for cheap 
and remain under the salary cap. Florida gets a pick and a 
prospect for its trouble. 

This is another fresh start for Domi on a new team as he 
joins his fourth different organization over the past five 
seasons. In theory he brings some added scoring depth to 
an already deep, talented lineup. While he has not really 
blossomed into a consistent top-line scorer (he has averaged 
a 14-goal, 40-point pace per 82 games the past two 
seasons) he is a good playmaker that can help create 
offense off the rush. That should fit well with Carolina’s style 
of play. 

For the Blue Jackets, it was all about getting something for a 
pending free agent that was probably not going to be re-
signed. Columbus has had a solid season and still has a 

pretty bright future with some of its young talent, but it is not 
yet a playoff team and Domi did not figure to be a part of the 
next playoff team in Columbus. General manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen said on Monday that any bigger moves the team 
might have to make are more offseason type moves than 
deadline deals. 

Kotkaniemi’s eight-year deal is official 

Carolina’s other big move on Monday was to officially 
announce the long-term contract for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. It is 
an eight-year deal that will pay him a total of $38.56 million. 
That comes out to a salary cap number of $4.82 million per 
season. 

The Hurricanes added Kotkaniemi this offseason by signing 
him to a restricted free agent offer sheet for one year and $6 
million. The Montreal Canadiens declined to match that offer, 
allowing Kotkaniemi to join the Hurricanes in exchange 
for  first-and third-round draft picks. 

Kotkaniemi has been solid for Carolina, showing strong two-
way play and driving possession but still not quite breaking 
out offensively. He has 11 goals and 23 total points in 59 
games this season. Giving a player with that production an 
eight-year contract is a bit of a bold move. 

On one hand, if Kotkaniemi’s offensive reaches another level 
at some point (and he is still only 21 years old and he is 
playing on a great team; so it could) the Hurricanes will have 
a steal of a contract given his all-around game. If his offense 
remains at this level the salary cap hit is still not terribly 
damaging to the team’s cap structure, but the eight-year term 
would be a bit much. Either way, the Hurricanes clearly see 
him as a key part of their long-term future along with Andrei 
Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho, Teuvu Teravainen, Jaccob 
Slavin, Brett Pesce, and Brady Skjei. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi Signs 8-Year Extension With Hurricanes 

By Steven Ellis 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi has signed an eight-year extension worth 
$4.82 million per season.  

Kotkaniemi, a third-overall pick by Montreal in 2018, was 
acquired by the Hurricanes in September after the 

Canadiens failed to match Carolina's $6.1-million offer 
sheet.  

Kotkaniemi has 11 goals and 23 points in 59 games, with the 
potential to beat his careeer-high of 34 points in 2018-19 as 
a rookie with Montreal.

 

 

Hurricanes Acquire Domi from Blue Jackets 

By Mike Stephens 

The Carolina Hurricanes managed to make one final addition 
right under the wire.  

The Hurricanes acquired forward Max Domi from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at the very last minute, sending 
prospect Aiden Hreschuk, who was chosen 94th overall in 
the 2021 draft, the other way.  

The Florida Panthers are included in this trade as well, acting 
as a middle man to help retain more of Domi's salary to 
accommodate Carolina's tight cap situation. The Blue 
Jackets sent over a sixth-round pick to Florida, with the 
Panthers retaining $1.325 million of Domi's hit, while the 
Blue Jackets will hold on to $2.65 million. 

While Domi had a promising start to his career in both 
Arizona and Montreal, the former first-round pick has 
struggled mightily in recent seasons, experiencing something 
of a comeback however in 2021-22 by racking up 32 points 
in 53 games on a fledgling Blue Jackets team.  

Despite his offensive resurgence, Domi has been logging the 
lowest average ice time of his career this season, seeing just 
over 13 minutes of work each night in decidedly sheltered 
minutes.  

Giving up only a prospect they recently selected in the third 
round, the Hurricanes are adding Domi to use him as 
bottom-six depth for what is expected to be a very deep 
playoff run this year.  

Domi is on an expiring contract, set to become an 
unrestricted free agent at year's end, and is likely a pure 
rental for the Hurricanes. Given the price it took to get him, 
that is a solid depth add for one of the NHL's top teams, with 
Domi looking to bring some physicality and offensive 
presence to Carolina's bottom-six.  

The Hurricanes are so deep up front that Rod Brind'Amour 
can shelter Domi to perhaps even a greater degree than he 
was with the Blue Jackets. And when accounting for the 
grind of a seven-game playoff series, having to face a player 
like Domi on your opponent's fourth-line is not an enticing 
thought.  
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About Last Night: Please stop panicking 

By Ryan Henkel  

Four losses in a row. 

The longest losing streak for the Carolina Hurricanes this 
season. 

Is this the end for them? Is it time to pack it in and sell off 
before the trade deadline ends? 

Well… no. 

Look, the Hurricanes are still in first place in the Metropolitan 
division with games in hand over the teams behind them and 
they also have the third best points percentage in the entire 
league. They have an elite goaltending tandem and a solid 
defensive corp. They play a reliable style of hockey and 
aren’t afraid to get physical. 

The one issue right now is that the puck is just not finding its 
way into the net and that’s not a major red flag. 

Lack of effort, inability to dictate possession, poor defensive 
coverage, goaltending uncertainty; those are areas of 
concern and all of which Carolina has none of. 

“Everybody’s working so hard,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “You should be rewarded more for that, with 
the way we played. I think it’ll work itself out here as we keep 
going. We can’t change what we’re doing. Can we get 
better? Of course. We can be better on faceoffs, we can be 
better on the power play. We had some good looks on the 
power play, but we also gave up a breakaway. You don’t 
want to be doing that kind of stuff. There are things within 
that game we want to tighten up, but, overall, walking out of 
here, we should win that game 99 times out of 100.” 

Hockey is a game that, whether people want to admit or not, 
is one that is heavily influenced by luck.  

You are hoping a 3-inch disc of vulcanized rubber manages 
to bounce off a couple of bodies or pops out of a goalie’s 
grasp or that the read you are about to make is the opposite 
of what your opponent is expecting. 

The highlight reel snipes and dekes are sweet, but are a 
rarity in the grand scheme of the game. 

Sometimes you just aren’t lucky.  

That’s been the case for Carolina.  

While a lot of fans want the Hurricanes to go out and grab a 
big name player for a playoff run, it just currently isn’t 
feasible.  

The Canes have virtually no cap room to play around with 
and so any move would require moving out a current roster 
player. Not ideal. 

Past that, the current market is hugely inflated by some of 
the deals that have been struck, meaning that any move for 
a big name is one that is going to cost you a lot. 

Also, Carolina isn’t just concerned about the playoffs today, 
but are planning for future runs as well. They won’t make a 
move unless it makes them better for today and for 
tomorrow. 

I get it, trades are fun and exciting, but again, this same 
roster has the Hurricanes sitting at third in the entire league 
and one additional guy isn’t going to be able to swing the 
entire team’s luck around. 

“Well, we scored lots of goals early in the year,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It goes in waves sometimes. It’s just tough.” 

Carolina is doing all the right things, it’s just been a tough 
stretch.  

Take last night for example.  

The Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 44-18, gave up virtually 
no chances against, hit the post multiple times on great looks 
and the only actual goal they gave up was a tip in front of the 
net by a guy who was being boxed out pretty well. 

“That was probably one of our better games all year,” 
Brind’Amour said after the loss to the Rangers. “Their goalie 
played great, and that’s end of story. I don’t know what else 
we could have done other than put pucks in the net. 
Everything we wanted to do, for the most part, we did. We 
just didn’t get rewarded tonight.” 

The Canes lost games number 59-62 of the regular season. 
Its the middle of a season in which they’ve won 41 games. 
It’s going to be okay. 
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Wolves rout Admirals, split weekend series against Marlies 

By Sarah A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 36-11-5-5 (82 points; 1st in Central Division; 2nd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.32 

Goals Against/Game: 2.54 

Shots/Game: 34.68 

Shots Against/Game: 25.93 

Power Play % (Rank): 20.2% (12th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 84.1% (T-3rd)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (76) 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (34) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (54) 

Next Game: Tuesday, March 22 vs. Texas 

(stats as of March 20, 2022)  

Game 55: Wolves 5, Admirals 2 

An injury depleted Wolves team didn’t let that hold them back 
as they turned in a strong game against the Milwaukee 
Admirals. Their northern rivals, currently sitting in third place 
in the Central Division, have given the Wolves trouble 
recently. After winning their first seven matchups, the Wolves 
then proceeded to drop three straight against the Admirals.  

Wednesday’s game was a bit of vindication for their previous 
meeting, where a potential game winner for the Wolves was 
overturned, and the Wolves went on to lose in the shootout. 
In this game, the hero was an unlikely one: defenseman 
Jesper Sellgren. A 2018 Hurricanes draft pick, Sellgren is 
playing in his first full year in North America, and overall has 
adjusted to the game quite nicely.  

Sellgren opened scoring for the Wolves just 23 seconds into 
the game, which was the fastest Wolves goal to open a 
game this season. He also added a second goal later in the 
period. This was Sellgren’s first two-goal game in the AHL, 
and his first three-point game. Sellgren’s second goal was 
set up thanks to some hard work by David Gust along the 
boards. Gust won a battle for the puck and passed to 
Sellgren, who was coming in alone on the left side of the net.  

Josh Leivo made it 3-0 Wolves with a power play goal just a 
minute after Sellgren’s second tally of the night. Leivo tipped 
in a puck mid-air from a Joey Keane shot to increase the 
Wolves’ lead.  

Ivan Lodnia made it 4-0 midway through the second period, 
and Josh Leivo capped off scoring for the Wolves in the third 
period. Leivo’s second goal came off of an excellent stretch 
pass from Spencer Smallman, received by Jamieson Rees. 
Rees and Leivo executed a perfect exchange in front of the 
Admirals net to score.  

Both Admirals goals came off of what were essentially 
misplays by the Wolves. The Admirals’ first goal came when 

Cole Smith was allowed to come up the middle unchallenged 
at the end of the second period. The second Milwaukee goal 
trickled through goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, who had made 
the first save but didn’t quite hold onto the puck. Overall, 
however, Kochetkov was outstanding in the game, including 
a strong start, which has been a struggle for him previously. 

The Wolves peppered Admirals goalie Connor Ingram with 
47 shots, one off of their season high of 48 (set November 
17 against Grand Rapids).  

Scoring: Jesper Sellgren, 2 G, 1 A; Josh Leivo, 2 G; Ivan 
Lodnia, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 2 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 A; 
Stelio Mattheos, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 
A; Jalen Chatfield, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; David Gust, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 27 of 29, 0.931 sv%  

Game 56: Wolves 4, Marlies 2 

The Wolves traveled to Toronto over the weekend for back-
to-back games against the Marlies. In November, the Wolves 
lost back-to-back games to the Marlies, their first consecutive 
losses of the season. This game looked like it was going to 
be another loss for the Wolves as well, as they quickly found 
themselves in a 2-0 deficit in the first period.  

The first Marlies goal got past Alex Lyon on a rebound, while 
the second came on a power play, where the puck was shot 
in off of Lyon. The Wolves found themselves on the power 
play shortly after that goal and used the opportunity to get 
onto the board thanks to CJ Smith. The play showed off the 
Wolves’ strong puck movement on the power play, with the 
puck passing through four Wolves players en route to going 
in.  

Ryan Suzuki, playing in his first game back after a two-week 
absence due to injury, evened things up at the end of the 
second. David Gust collected a loose puck in the corner after 
a shot from Jesper Sellgren went wide. Gust found Suzuki 
streaking towards the net and they connected for a Suzuki 
redirect.  

Despite a dominant second period from the Wolves, who 
outshot the Marlies 18-5, including receiving two power 
plays, the score remained the same. Veteran goaltender 
Michael Hutchinson stood strong in that period to keep his 
team in the game.  

Two late Wolves goals in the third period sealed the win for 
the visitors. Josh Leivo recorded his 14th goal of the season 
on a 5-on-3 advantage. The Wolves’ power play excelled 
again there, maintaining possession the entirety of the 5-on-
3. The final Wolves tally came while shorthanded with just 
over three minutes left to go. Toronto pulled their goaltender 
to get the extra advantage, but thanks to a blocked shot by 
Andrew Poturalski, the puck was freed up for Stefan Noesen 
to record his 33rd goal of the season on the empty net.  

Scoring: CJ Smith, 1 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 G, 1 A; Josh 
Leivo, 1 G; Ryan Suzuki, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 3 A; David 
Gust, 1 A; Jesper Sellgren, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 20 of 22, 0.909 sv%  
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Game 57: Wolves 2, Marlies 4  

The narrative of Saturday’s game was flipped on the Wolves 
on Sunday, with Chicago scoring first but quickly 
surrendering the lead. After a slow first period for both sides, 
David Cotton opened scoring at 7:22 in the second period, 
banking a shot off of the Marlies goaltender for his sixth goal 
of the season.  

Toronto responded quickly, however, scoring three times in 
the next four minutes to capture the lead. The Marlies scored 
first on a power play, then surrendered a goal to some strong 
puck movement from Antti Suomela. The third goal came off 
of a Wolves turnover behind the net.  

Nick Robertson made it 4-1 for the Marlies midway through 
the third period. Stefan Noesen took advantage of a late 
power play to score his league-leading 34th goal, but the 
Wolves were unable to find any additional scoring to draw 
even. 

Despite the loss, Jack LaFontaine, a Mississauga native, 
turned in a strong performance, with the Marlies goals largely 
having been avoidable with stronger play from the skaters in 
front of him. This was LaFontaine’s first regulation loss in the 
AHL. 

Scoring: David Cotton, 1 G; Stefan Noesen, 1 G; Max Lajoie, 
1 A; Josh Leivo, 1 A; Maxim Letunov, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 21 of 25, 0.840 sv%  
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Breaking down the Max Domi trade 

By Future Canes  

With the Carolina Hurricanes currently sitting atop the Metro 
Division and firmly in the midst of one of their strongest 
seasons in franchise history, expectations are running at an 
all-time high through the fanbase. Combine the success with 
an untimely four-game losing streak leading into the trade 
deadline, and naturally a large portion of Canes faithful 
became hungry for a transaction in order to boost the current 
group as the team heads into a fourth straight playoff run. 

Sometimes, not making a move is the best move, as only 
one team can win the Stanley Cup and, therefore, you have 
multiple teams each year purging future assets on rental 
players just to flame out in the playoffs anyway. As the 
saying goes, trading futures for rentals is only worth it if/when 
your team hoists the Cup, which is a mantra that Don 
Waddell has adopted over the years. The Canes made is 
abundantly clear they wouldn’t purge any future first-round 
picks to bolster their roster with a rental player — a 
sentiment that they stuck too. 

And, actually, the Canes didn’t trade any of their future draft 
picks at all — but they did trade prospect defenseman Aidan 
Hreschuk, who was a third-round pick in the 2021 NHL Draft. 
They did so to acquire 27-year-old forward Max Domi from 
the Columbus Blue Jackets, son of the legendary goon, Tie. 
Without further ado, let’s analyze the trade and break down 
what it means for the Canes moving forward into the stretch 
run of their season. 

What The Canes Are Getting In Max Domi 

A former first-round pick of the (then) Phoenix Coyotes in 
2013, it’s kind of been a whirlwind for Max Domi since he 
entered the league as a regular in 2015. He was a bright 
spot for the Coyotes as a youngster, scoring at a 45+ point 
pace for three straight seasons until he was traded to 
Montreal for Alex Galchenyuk. In Montreal, he had an 
extreme breakout season in 2017-18 with 28 goals and 72 
points in 82 games — which led the team by a wide margin 
and had Domi looking like a rising star. 

Unfortunately for him, he couldn’t replicate that success the 
following year and was then traded (again); this time to 
Columbus, where he’s spent the past two seasons. It’s been 
pretty up and down for him as a Blue Jacket. He has 18 
goals and 56 points across 107 games and has played 
mostly as a winger, despite having his best career success 
as a center. His ice-time has also gradually dipped, but 
notably a lot of his production has come at even-strength, 
which is inspiring. 

He’s currently wrapping up a 2-year deal that carries a $5.3 
million AAV, and is set to be an unrestricted free agent in the 
summer. Whether the Canes have any interest in re-signing 
him or not can’t be speculated until we actually see him play 
some games for the club, and time will tell how he adjusts. 
The Canes are the fourth team he’ll play for over the past 
four years, so he’s no stranger to having to adapt to a new 
group. 

As far as his on-ice impact, Domi can be a bit of a mixed bag 
but when he’s engaged, he’s a pretty effective player. He’s 

really good at getting under his opponent’s skin, and isn’t 
afraid to get down and dirty with his fists. He’s at his best 
when he’s playing freely as an agitator, and can be a spark 
plug for a Canes group that has a lot more finesse than grit. 
He’s also a creative offensive player. His hands can be 
underrated at times, and his vision is pretty high level. He’s 
an effective playmaker, with good patience and distribution 
ability. His release is quick, but he doesn’t look to shoot 
consistently. 

As you can see in the graph above, where Domi struggles is 
on the defense side of the puck. He’s been quite sheltered in 
Columbus this season — over 60% of his shifts have started 
in the offensive zone and that still hasn’t made him any less 
of a liability. Because of that, the Canes would probably 
benefit by playing him on Jordan Staal’s wing — the hope 
being that Domi can help create some offensive looks for 
Staal, and Staal can help suppress the amount of scoring 
chances against with Domi out there. In theory, it could be a 
nice fit that boosts the effectiveness of both guys. 

What Did They Lose? 

Heading to Columbus is defensive prospect Aidan Hreschuk, 
who just turned 19 last month and is well underway in his 
freshman season at Boston College. Is it important to note 
that he was the player drafted with the pick that was acquired 
from Detroit in the Alex Nedeljkovic trade? I mean, probably 
not. But I guarantee that somebody out there is currently 
losing their mind over it. 

Anyway. There’s some things to like about Hreschuk. He’s a 
bit of an undersized defender at 5-foot-11, 188 pounds, but 
he has some tools that give him a chance to develop into an 
NHL player down the road. He’s a smooth skater, very 
mobile and quick on his feet and processes things quickly. 
His vision is solid, and he can make a nice first pass. His 
offensive vision and patience makes him a threat to jump into 
attacks, and he has a really nice release: 

What I really like about him is his motor. He’s a hard working 
kid and plays physically despite being overmatched at times. 
He’s got some grit to him, and isn’t afraid to throw his body 
around. His positioning as a whole is a bit of a work in 
progress, and I’ve noticed in my limited viewings of him that 
he tends to chase the play at times. He’ll need to become 
more of a reader than a reactor if he wants to be a 
successful NHLer (especially at his size), but he’s a long-
term project and has a lot of time to work out the holes in his 
game. 

Because of the obvious long-term timeline here, it’s clear that 
the Canes were comfortable in moving on from a player that 
does have a lot of question marks surrounding his path to the 
NHL. Hreschuk will need to make use of all three of his 
remaining years of college eligibility and then some 
seasoning in the AHL before he figures to break into the NHL 
mix, and would have had a ton of internal competition in the 
Canes’ system. This trade should give him a clearer route 
towards becoming a regular in the future, while it allowed the 
team to deal from a position of strength. 

The Canes also sent winger Yegor Korshkov to Columbus, 
which is rather insignificant. He’ll turn 26 this summer and 
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has just one career NHL game under his belt. At 6-4 and 190 
pounds, Korshkov does have some traits that teams covet in 
a bottom-six forward. He’s very large and has soft hands 
around the net, but it was just never going to happen for him 
in Carolina. He’s currently playing for Lokomotiv Yaroslavl in 
his Russian homeland, so it’s anybody’s guess if he ever 
plans to return to North America or not. 

Does This Deal Move The Needle? 

With any trade, the magic question is always whether the 
deal will make a significant impact or not. I think it’s safe to 
sit here and confidently say that Max Domi will not be the 
reason that the Canes do or don’t win the Cup, but he’s a 
player that’s shown talent in the past and could be part of the 
solution. If nothing else, he should be a definite upgrade over 
Jordan Martinook in a top-9 role, and in turn the move allows 
Martinook (when healthy) to slide into the fourth-line role that 
his game is suited for. 

It’ll definitely be interested to see where Rod Brind’Amour 
decides to slot Domi, who has both center and wing versality. 
Considering the team’s depth down the middle, it’s highly 
unlikely that he’ll see any time at center when the team is at 

full strength, but in event of an injury, he could easily slot in 
there. Realistically, I probably lean towards him slotting in on 
either the Trocheck or the Staal line, and he could offer a 
different dynamic to both of those combos. My initial thought 
would be to link him up with Staal and Fast — they’d be an 
extremely difficult line to play against for opposing teams, 
and in turn would allow Nino Niederreiter to move up into the 
top-six. However, should they want him in a more offensive 
role, he could slot alongside Trocheck and Necas on the 
second line - although, I’d be a bit worried about that trio 
defensively. 

Regardless, RBA will have options and this trade adds 
another piece to a unit that has a lot of firepower. If Domi 
plays to his identity, he’s a guy that could bring a pesky 
element to a forward group that has severely lacked that type 
of a player for the past few years. If he can find his game and 
be effective, it’ll be an extremely worthy trade that’ll strength 
and diversify the forward core a bit. On the flip side, even if 
he doesn’t work out, the Canes didn’t give up anything that 
can impact their current window or immediate future — which 
is a win/win scenario. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes acquire forward Max Domi at NHL trade deadline  

By Michael Prunka  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes acquired 
Max Domi from the Columbus Blue Jackets in a three-team 
deal just before the NHL’s Monday afternoon trade deadline. 

The move was likely made to bolster the team’s forward 
depth ahead of what they hope is a long playoff run.  

“We’re excited to add Max to our organization,” said 
Hurricanes General Manager Don Waddell. “His skillset and 
competitiveness complement our group, and we think he will 
be a great fit.” 

Domi, 27, had 32 points in 53 games for the Blue Jackets 
this season. The 12th pick in the 2013 draft, Domi made his 
NHL debut in 2015. He played all but one game in his rookie 
season and finished with 52 points. The effort was enough 
for him to place sixth in voting for the Calder Trophy. 

After three seasons with Arizona, Domi was traded to 
Montreal in exchange for Alex Galchenyuk. He erupted in his 
first season with the Canadiens, scoring 72 points in 82 
games. He’s struggled to produce at that level again, though, 
with 100 points in 178 games over three seasons since — a 
46-point pace per season. 

Aaron Portzline and Pierre LeBrun, both of The Athletic, 
reported that the deal came down to the 3 p.m. deadline. It 
wasn’t until 13 minutes after the cutoff that LeBrun reported 
the deal, which he described as “complicated,” went through. 

The three-team trade saw Columbus retain 50 percent of 
Domi’s salary and Florida retain 25 percent. In return, the 
‘Canes sent forward prospect Egor Korshkov to the Blue 
Jackets. The 2016 second-round pick has been playing in 
the KHL since being drafted.  

Carolina also sent defensive prospect Aidan Hreschuk, a 
2021 third-round pick playing for Boston College, to the 
Panthers for their part in facilitating the trade.  

Domi could slot anywhere in Carolina’s bottom six. Teuvo 
Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov will be hard to force out 
of the top two left wing spots. 

Domi played a lot of center in his two seasons in Montreal, 
winning almost 49 percent of his faceoffs in 2019-20. He’s 
been used more as a left winger in Columbus. He could 
center the fourth line, allowing Jesperi Kotkaniemi to play on 
the wing higher in the lineup. He could also play on Jordan 
Staal’s wing on the third line, which would allow checking 
forwards like Jordan Martinook and Steven Lorentz to play 
on the fourth line.  

Domi is the son of Tie Domi, a longtime Toronto Maple Leaf 
and renowned tough guy. He played more than 1,000 career 
games and is third in NHL history in penalty minutes. He also 
has the most fighting majors in league history. 
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‘Canes ink Kotkaniemi to 8-year contract extension worth $4.8M annually  

By Michael Prunka  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes signed 
young forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an eight-year contract 
extension worth an average of $4.82 million per season, the 
team announced Monday. 

Kotkaniemi was drafted third overall by Montreal in 2018 — 
one pick after the ‘Canes selected Andrei Svechnikov. Three 
years later, Carolina snatched him away from the Canadiens 
via an offer sheet for a one-year, $6.1 million contract. As 
compensation, Montreal received Carolina’s first- and third-
round picks in the 2022 draft.  

The 21-year-old forward had 34 points in 79 games for 
Montreal as a rookie. He split his next season between the 
NHL and AHL, then finished 2021 with 20 points in 56 
games. 

Kotkaniemi has 23 points in 59 games with the ‘Canes this 
season and has already matched his career best of 11 goals.  

“Jesperi has shown us just how high his ceiling can be 
through his skill and work ethic, and that he is a great fit with 
our young core,” Carolina General Manager Don Waddell 
said. “He is still just 21 years old, and we are confident his 

role in our organization will continue to expand in the years 
to come.” 

The extension also means that Carolina has a mostly-young 
forward group of Sebastian Aho, Svechnikov, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, and Jordan Martinook locked up for 
at least two more seasons after this. The ‘Canes also have 
defensemen Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, and Brady Skjei 
signed through 2024.  
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Hurricanes late move for Max Domi shows team’s supreme self-
confidence. Is it enough? 

 

Justin Pelletier 

 

The NHL trade deadline passed Monday afternoon with expected 
fanfare. Over the past week in particular, teams across the league 
looking to make a serious run at a Stanley Cup title added players they 
believe to be key means to that end. Others worked on positioning 
themselves for the future, adding draft picks or top prospects in the 
process. Many tried to do both. 

Among the expected eight playoff teams in the Eastern Conference, 
there was a decided effort to get deeper, and more physical, while 
shoring up scoring in what figures to be an absolute dogfight to the finish 
— all eight of the likely playoff teams in the East are among the Top 10 in 
the NHL overall standings. 

In the Atlantic Division: 

The Florida Panthers added a sniper and two NHL-ready defenders. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning added depth on the wing. 

The Boston Bruins bulked up — big time — on defense. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs brought in an established team captain on 
defense. 

In the Metropolitan Division: 

The Washington Capitals traded for scoring depth on the wing. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins got deeper on defense. 

The New York Rangers added grit and scoring to the front line. 

And the Carolina Hurricanes? They added … Max Domi. 

To be fair, the Canes are atop the Metro Division. They are three points 
clear of Pittsburgh and the Rangers, with a game in hand on each, and 
eight points clear of the Capitals. At 41-15-6, Carolina is among the top 
three in total points in the NHL, trailing only Colorado and Florida. So it’s 
an easy jump to suggest the team didn’t really need to do much. Don’t 
mess with what got you here, right? 

Except, it doesn’t always work that way in the NHL. Really, it almost 
never does. The regular season is a grind. The playoffs are a bigger 
grind. Slumps happen. Fatigue happens. Injuries happen. Getting extra 
bodies into the fold in enough time to coalesce with the team before the 
stretch run is almost imperative. 

The Hurricanes have repeated the mantra that they no longer are 
satisfied with reaching the playoffs — they’ve done that three years in a 

row now, and this year will be the fourth. They want more than a second-
round exit. 

Teams that want more than a second-round exit, though, need to prove 
it. Last season, Carolina made one small deadline deal, acquiring depth 
defender Jani Hakanpaa for young defender Haydn Fleury. Earlier in the 
winter, the Canes added noted pest Cedric Paquette. Neither played 
significant roles for the Hurricanes down the stretch. Neither helped the 
team past the second round. 

In the playoffs, injuries plagued an already thin defensive group, the 
goaltending underperformed, and the Canes limped out of the playoffs in 
Round 2. Again. 

Club President and GM Don Waddell went to work last summer. In 
separate signings he swapped goalies with Toronto to add Frederik 
Andersen, and added an underrated Antti Raanta. Box checked. 

Waddell also revamped the blue line, keeping the core group of Jacob 
Slavin, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei while adding Ethan Bear, Tony 
DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. The emergence of Jalen 
Chatfield has also been a big help for a group that, despite some bumps 
and bruises, has mostly stayed intact — DeAngelo’s recent trip to the 
injured list and a COVID-induced layoff for Ethan Bear notwithstanding. 
Another box checked. 

Seth Jarvis’ emergence added a wrinkle to the forward group. The Canes 
added Derek Stepan. They re-signed Jordan Martinook. They swiped 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi via offer sheet. Monday, the added Domi. 

Is that all window dressing? No. But is it enough to be a Stanley Cup 
champion? I guess we’ll find out. 

The Canes’ gaudy record (again, it’s 41-15-6 for those keeping track) is 
impressive, and all but guarantees a playoff berth, even with 20 games to 
play in the season. But a look inside recent trends shows cause for 
concern. Let’s go through some of the numbers: 

▪ Third overall in points in the NHL. This is great, if it’s sustainable, but 
the Canes are 10-6-4 in their past 20 games. Let’s call the OTLs and 
SOLs what they are — losses. The team is batting .500 in February and 
March. 

▪ Eleventh in goals scored per game (3.26/game). This number has 
slipped, as well. The Canes were ensconced in the top 10 in this stat for 
most of the season. But in the past 10 games, Carolina has scored just 
21 goals. The Canes have lost four in a row and have been shut out 
twice this month. 

▪ Ninth in power play production (23.8%). Another stat that has fallen off 
in the past couple months, since the Canes were once among the NHL’s 
top three. Part of that is, of course, DeAngelo’s absence. But even with 
his return Sunday, the Canes couldn’t find the net. 

To hear coach Rod Brind’Amour tell it, the team is playing hard, playing 
the right way, shots just aren’t falling. I believe that. I know he believes it. 

But in the playoffs, playing hard in a loss is still a loss, and there are no 
pity points for losing in overtime (and Hallelujah there are no shootouts). 
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The biggest cause for concern of late is the disappearing offensive 
production. In January, the Canes went 9-2-1, scoring 48 goals in 11 
games, better than four per game. In February, that production dipped to 
35 goals in 10 games. In March, it has plummeted to 21 in 10 games. 

Part of this swoon is likely just a simple slump, albeit a collective, team-
wide affair. But the Canes had better hope that it’s not a bigger sign of 
team fatigue, especially with a schedule ahead that does Carolina no 
favors. Through the end of the season, the Hurricanes have just two 
instances of having two days off in a row. 

But what if it’s not just a slump? Seeing potential first-round opponents 
Boston, Washington, Pittsburgh and Toronto add new pieces while not 
really losing anyone with regular playing time — while also peeping what 
the teams based in Florida are up to — is cause for pause. 

It’s likely part of the reason the Canes made a strong push at the buzzer 
for Domi, who’s not as flashy a name as Rickard Rakell or Claude 
Giroux, but who’s been around the league a little while. At 27, Carolina is 
the 2013 first-round pick’s fourth stop. And he has shown some scoring 
pop, putting up 28 goals and 72 points for the Canadiens in 2018-19 (the 
last “normal” season before COVID). He added 44 more points during the 
split 2019-20 campaign. 

His time in Columbus wasn’t spectacular, but he was also used in a 
different role. He has offensive chops to be able to skate in a top-6 role, 
but he’s got enough of his father’s grit (Tie Domi had 3,515 penalty 
minutes in 1,020 NHL games over 16 seasons) to fit in with the fourth 
group, too. And, he has familiarity with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who just 
signed an eight-year extension with the Canes on Monday — the two 
played together in Montreal. 

So while the seven other playoff-bound teams from the East were loading 
up, spending draft capital, shipping out prospects or shifting stars hither 
and yon, the Canes, with their blue line set at about eight deep and the 
best statistical goaltending tandem in the NHL, sat back and waited. 

This shouldn’t surprise anyone who’s watched the Canes operate the 
past couple of years. Vincent Trocheck’s acquisition was an anomaly, not 
a regularity. But that doesn’t mean no moves — or smaller/fewer moves 
— is wrong, not if you’re confident in what you have. It’s just glaringly 
different. 

Whether the team repays Waddell and Brind’Amour’s confidence with a 
deep playoff run, and whether trading for Domi is indeed a game-winning 
— or Cup-winning — addition, remains to be seen. 
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Carolina Hurricanes add Max Domi in last-minute NHL trade deadline 
deal with Columbus 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes, missing only injured forward Jordan Martinook, 
put in a 40-minute practice Monday at PNC Arena. 

Afterward, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, with the NHL trade deadline 
about two hours away, said he anticipated his team being the same 
group of players Tuesday as it was Monday. 

“I really don’t spend a lot of time worrying or thinking about today,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I always feel like we make our moves in the summer. 
If there’s a tweak here or there, it happens.” 

The Hurricanes did a little more than tweak. They added forward Max 
Domi at the deadline in a deal with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

In obtaining Domi, the Canes are bringing in a physical winger capable of 
playing among the top nine forwards, a player who had 28 goals and 72 
points in 2018-19 while with the Montreal Canadiens. A first-round draft 
pick of the Arizona Coyotes in 2013, he later played with the Canadiens 
— Jesperi Kotkaniemi of the Canes one of his former teammates — 
before being traded to Columbus in October 2020. 

“We’ve been looking for someone to complement our forward group,” 
Waddell said Monday after the trade. “We felt this was a perfect fit for us. 

“He’s put up some points but he’s a pretty good playmaker. Good down 
low. Plays with an edge. Some things we’re certainly looking for.” 

Domi, 27, is a pending unrestricted free agent who had a $5.3 million 
salary cap hit this year. In 53 games with the Blue Jackets, he has nine 
goals and 23 assists but has managed just one goal in the past 31 
games. 

“We’ve scouted him a lot here lately and think he has been playing very 
well,” Waddell said. “He’s in a little drought right now scoring but we just 
felt coming into this group we have here and him being able to play with 
some pretty elite players, that he could be a big help for us down the 
road here.” 

The move for Domi, the son of former NHL player Tie Domi, comes at a 
time the Hurricanes have lost their last four games and are coming off a 
game where they had 44 shots on goal and could not score in a 2-0 loss 
to the New York Rangers. 

Waddell said that 30 minutes before the 3 p.m. deadline he did not think 
the Canes would be making any moves, that the proposed deal for Domi 
would not be made. But what Waddell called a “complicated deal” was 
completed. 

In addition to Domi, the Canes received defensive prospect Tyler 
Inamoto from the Florida Panthers while the Blue Jackets obtained 
defensive prospect Aidan Hreschuk from Carolina. Inamoto, a fifth-round 
pick by Florida in 2017, has been playing college hockey at Wisconsin. 

The Florida Panthers, also involved in the three-team transaction, 
received forward Egor Korshkov from Carolina and a sixth-round 2022 
draft pick from Columbus. The Blue Jackets retained 50 percent of 
Domi’s salary and Florida 25 percent. 

Canes in first place in Metro 

Despite the recent slide, the Canes are 41-15-6 and in first place in the 
Metro after Sunday’s games. They played Sunday without Martinook and 
forward Nino Niederreiter, who was serving a one-game suspension for a 
slashing incident in Friday’s game against Washington. 

Waddell said the past few days that he would not be reactionary as other 
Stanley Cup hopefuls in the Eastern Conference made moves and added 
players and depth. 

“You watch what’s going on around you but you can’t be reactive,” 
Waddell said. “At the end of the day one team is going to win the Stanley 
Cup. Every (playoff) series is going to be tough to win. If you react to 
what other people are doing you would never be able to keep up.” 

The Tampa Bay Lightning have won the past two Cups. The Lightning 
also have been among the movers and shakers the past few days before 
the deadline, adding forwards Brandon Hagel from Chicago and Nick 
Paul from Ottawa. 

The new additions should be in the Lightning lineup Tuesday when 
Tampa Bay (39-16-6) faces the Canes at PNC Arena. 

Waddell said Domi likely would be in Raleigh and at the game, but would 
play his first game for the Canes on Thursday against Dallas. 

Brind’Amour was a half-hour late arriving for his media availability 
Monday, indicating there still was much for him to consider after practice. 
While ownership and management make the ultimate decisions, 
Brind’Amour is consulted on potential player moves and what 
contributions they could make. 
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“But when you like your group and you’ve gone this far, for me anyway, 
you like to stick it through,” he said. 

Of note 

Nino Niederreiter said he believed he might be fined by the NHL but not 
suspended for his slash on Axel Jonsson-Fjallby on the Capitals bench in 
Friday’s game. Niederreiter was knocked into the Caps bench area, 
losing his helmet, and retaliated with a swipe of his stick that hit Jonsson-
Fjallby in the helmet. 

“It definitely was wrong for me to get that last slash,” Niederreiter said 
Monday. “But they ripped my helmet off and held my stick. I felt like it 
wasn’t a full baseball swing and I was surprised by the (one-game) 
suspension. I did something wrong but I didn’t think it was suspension 
worthy.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an eight-year contract 
extension 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 

 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s life, and especially his life as a hockey player, 
changed in a week’s time last August and early September. 

Now, the forward is committed to spending the next eight years with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 21-year-old Kotakaniemi, who is playing this season on a one-year, 
$6.1 million contract, and the Canes have agreed on an eight-year 
extension, the team announced Monday. Kotkaniemi will receive an 
average salary of $4.82 million per season. 

“This has been a deal we’ve been working on for a long time, since after 
the first of the year,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said Monday. “Any time you go into these deals you’re dealing with a 21-
year-old player and term to us was the most important thing. 

“We think this player has good upside. ... We kept pushing for eight 
years. Obviously the agent (Markus Lehto) wasn’t sure about eight years 
for a long time, but we finally got him over the hump to get an AAV we 
were happy with and get (Kotkaniemi) under a long-term contract.” 

It has been a interesting seven months for the Finnish player. Drafted 
third overall in 2018 by the Montreal Canadiens, Kotkeniemi spent his 
first three seasons with the Habs and was a part of a team last year that 
beat long odds to reach the Stanley Cup finals. 

Then, everything changed. A restricted free agent after the 2021 season, 
Kotkaniemi and the Canadiens could not come to terms on a new 
contract. Enter the Hurricanes, who tendered an offer sheet for him on 
Aug. 28. 

The offer sheet created some social-media mayhem. The Canes’ move 
was viewed as a form of revenge for the Canadiens giving Canes center 
Sebastian Aho an offer sheet in 2019 — one that Carolina quickly 
matched. The offer sheet to Kotkaniemi included a $20 signing bonus, 
which matched Aho’s jersey number. 

The Habs had seven days to match the offer. They officially declined on 
Sept. 4, instead accepting first- and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL 
draft as compensation from the Canes. Kotkaniemi had a new team, a 
new city to play in, a new coach in Rod Brind’Amour. 

Kotkaniemi, listed at 6-2 and 201 pounds, has spent much of his first 
season in Brind’Amour’s system as the fourth-line center, although he 
has played higher in the lineup at times and been used on the power 
play. Averaging 12 minutes of ice time per game, he has 11 goals and 12 
assists in 59 games. 

“His game has gotten better all year,” Brind’Amour recently said. “I tried 
playing him on a wing but he’s a center man. What I like about his game 
is that he sees the ice really well and has a great shot. I want him to use 
it more. He can really rip it.” 

While matching his career-high in goals, Kotkaniemi has gone the past 
13 games without one as the Canes’ offense overall has sputtered. But 
his quick smile b and easy going demeanor has made for an easy 
transition with his new team. 

“It took him a little while to get comfortable here and the way we play and 
our style,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “I think it’s very different from 
what Montreal has been doing over the years. I think he’s understanding 
the game we play and what’s demanded of him, and it’s shows in his 
game. I think he’s got great potential and all the tools.” 

Veteran forward Derek Stepan, 31, has played on Kotkaniemi’s line often 
this season and called the Finn an “awesome kid.” 

“He’s learning how to play his style and create his identity and what his 
role and uniqueness is going to be,” Stepan said Sunday. “He’s a fun guy 
to be around and we’ve played well together and have good chemistry 
together, which is great, too. He’s still a kid. He’s still learning parts of it, 
parts of the game.” 
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Civian: Does Max Domi help the Hurricanes compete in the loaded East? 

 

Sara Civian7-9 minutes 22/03/2022 

 

The Hurricanes took a will-they/won’t-they approach into the 2022 NHL 
trade deadline, wary of giving up too much now and risking having to 
break up the band later. And they stayed on the outside looking in until 
the last possible second. 

Throughout the day, they were talking to teams about defensemen, then 
about forwards, in the rumor mill and on the trade shows as being in on 
just about everyone except the person they ended up actually acquiring. 

It was typical Canes. And so was the convoluted process that brought 
*checks notes* Max Domi to Raleigh. 

My mind went to a million places when Pierre LeBrun reported, “Hearing 
that the Carolina Hurricanes made a late push for Max Domi right at the 
deadline, not sure if they got the deal done or not under the wire,” eight 
minutes after the 3 p.m. deadline Monday. 

First off, how does that even happen? Did the Canes and the Blue 
Jackets start negotiating at 2:59 pm? 

“There’s multiple things involved in it,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell 
explained. “Other teams making bids. We were the team acquiring, not 
the team selling. It’s a complicated deal to make the cap work. Obviously 
we’re a cap team or close to it, so we had to do some maneuvering 
there, and all that takes time. 

“Do you want it to always go down at two minutes to 3 p.m.? No. That 
adds a little more stress to your life. But it’s just the way a lot of these 
deals happen. I can tell you … after it was filed at 3 p.m., we were 33rd in 
the queue. Deadlines are interesting because it doesn’t matter what 
you’re dealing with; when you’re dealing with a deadline, most of the 
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heavy action comes near the deadline when people are forced to make a 
decision. Our business is no different.” 

Since the aforementioned queue was queuing, it took a while for even 
NHL insiders to figure out what the rest of the deal was going to be. 

While they did, there was some time to wonder about Domi’s utility to the 
team. The Canes have been goal-starved recently, their latest result a 2-
0 shutout loss against the Rangers despite a 44-18 shot advantage. 

Domi, the son of Maple Leafs legend Tie Domi, is a left-shot 
winger/center in his seventh NHL season. He’s made the playoffs once 
and had three assists and a minus-2 in 10 games to show for it. He has 
certainly scored some goals in the past — with 28 in 2018-19 and 17 in 
2019-20 — but his production has dipped. He had nine goals in 2020-21 
and now has nine again through 53 games in 2021-22. And you have to 
acknowledge that only one of those nine goals came in the past 31 
games, although he’s heating up lately on the assists front, with eight in 
his past 10 games. 

“We’ve been looking for someone to complement our top nine and felt 
this was a perfect fit for us,” Waddell said. “He’s put up a lot of goals, a 
lot of points. He’s on a 50-point pace again this year. Just a few years 
ago, he had 20-plus goals. He can score, but he’s also a good playmaker 
— good down low, plays with an edge.” 

Domi’s been a steady playmaker throughout his career, to be certain, 
and he’s got 23 assists to go along with those nine goals in 53 games 
this season. But don’t the Canes have enough playmakers? Anyone 
watching them knows they make plenty of plays; what they need is 
someone to actually finish them off when the stars go dark and Martin 
Necas forgets how to Martin Necas. 

“(Domi has) been with teams that haven’t made the playoffs, but you also 
look at where the player is at in his career. He’s going to be a UFA at the 
end of the season,” Waddell said. “We’ve scouted him a lot here lately, 
and I think he’s been playing very well. In a little scoring drought right 
now, but we just felt coming into this group we have here, him being able 
to play with some pretty elite players, he could be a big help for us down 
the road.” 

In good news, this chart suggests Domi really could be that guy, and the 
Canes have had much success in their recent rehabilitation projects — 
one of them having been featured in the Canes’ other big move of the 
day, Jesperi Kotkaniemi signing an eight-year extension at a $4.82 
million average annual value. 

The specifics of the Domi trade started to come into focus well after the 
deadline passed. I was told that Jordan Martinook (week-to-week) wasn’t 
going on long-term injured reserve. That made the cap space to acquire 
Domi a problem. Then the Panthers emerged as a third party involved 
and the pieces started to fit together. The Canes weren’t going to let go 
of anyone on their NHL roster, and somehow they wouldn’t have to 
shoulder even half of Domi’s $5.3 million cap hit, either. 

When all was said and done, here’s how it worked: The Blue Jackets 
retained 50 percent of Domi’s salary ($2.65 million), the Panthers took a 
sixth-round pick to retain 25 percent ($1.325 million) and the Canes got 
their player for the remaining 25 percent (again: $1.325 million). 

And really, as colleague Aaron Portzline writes, it was even more 
complicated than that: “Technically, the Blue Jackets traded a sixth-round 
pick and Domi to Florida for defenseman Tyler Inamoto, who just finished 
a five-year run at Wisconsin. The Blue Jackets then traded Inamoto to 
Carolina for Aidan Hreschuk. Meanwhile, Florida traded Domi to Carolina 
for prospect forward Yegor Korshkov, who is playing in the KHL. The 
Blue Jackets get Hreschuk out of the deal. The Hurricanes get Domi at 
one-quarter of his remaining salary. The Panthers essentially bought a 
sixth-rounder for the $330,000 and their troubles.” 

(Side note: Beyond the money and pick, you might wonder why the 
Panthers would do this and facilitate the Hurricanes getting Domi. The 
answer is: They knew someone was going to, so they might as well be 

the one getting a sixth-round pick out of it all. It’s not like it’s going toward 
their salary cap.) 

So the Canes get to keep Martinook off LTIR and keep everyone else on 
their roster while adding Domi into the mix because, let’s be real, this 
circumstance allowed for the rest of that to happen. 

But clever as it might have been to take advantage of the circumstance, 
you have to ask: Was it enough? You shouldn’t ever put too much weight 
into what people around you are doing, but it seems like all the serious 
Cup contenders addressed big needs Monday while the Canes galaxy-
brained themselves into Domi. 

Getting Domi at the rate they did is a clear win, but we’re losing the plot 
and the context. Are you winning the Cap Olympics or the Stanley Cup? 

“At 2:30 p.m., I said to my staff (before the trade went through) that I can 
honestly say this is the first trade deadline I’ve ever been involved with 
(in which) I wasn’t either a buyer or a seller,” Waddell said. “Cause I 
didn’t think anything was going to happen.” 

Now that the thing happened, I think Waddell still can honestly say this is 
the first trade deadline in which he wasn’t a buyer or a seller. We’ll see 
how much that matters in a few months. 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 
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Lightning make minor move, reacquiring forward Riley Nash 

 

Eduardo A. Encina2-2 minutes 21/03/2022 

 

BRANDON — After making two key additions to their forward group in 
the days leading up to Monday’s 3 p.m. trade deadline, the Lightning 
made an 11th-hour deal to reacquire veteran center Riley Nash. 

The Lightning got Nash, 32, from the Arizona Coyotes for future 
considerations. Because he cleared waivers earlier in the day, the 
Lightning were able to reassign him to AHL Syracuse. He will serve as a 
depth forward piece in case of injury. 

This is Nash’s second stint with the Lightning this season. He was 
claimed off waivers Dec. 7 from Winnipeg when Tampa Bay was without 
both Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point. He played 10 games with the 
Lightning, averaging 11:22 as a fourth-line center before he was claimed 
off waivers by the Coyotes on Jan. 6. He had four assists in 24 games 
with Arizona. 

In recent days, the Lightning made two major trades, acquiring forward 
Brandon Hagel from Chicago for two first-round picks, plus rookie 
forwards Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk. 

Sunday night, Tampa Bay completed a trade with Ottawa for forward 
Nick Paul, sending forward Mathieu Joseph and a fourth-round pick to 
the Senators, who agreed to cover 44.5 percent of Paul’s remaining 
2021-22 salary. 

The Tampa Bay Times has commemorated the Lightning’s second 
consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 
Striking Twice. Order now. 
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Lightning’s Mathieu Joseph traded to Ottawa for Nick Paul, draft pick 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina and Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

Late Sunday afternoon, Lightning forward Mathieu Joseph was enjoying 
his off day with teammate Alex Killorn at the Valspar Championship in 
Palm Harbor. Just hours later, he was being told he had been traded to 
Ottawa for forward Nick Paul and a 2024 fourth-round draft pick. 

General manager Julien BriseBois thought he was done making deals 
after Friday’s trade for Blackhawks forward Brandon Hagel. Tampa Bay’s 
lack of salary cap space made another move unlikely, but the team 
continued to work to find opportunities to upgrade. 

BriseBois said he was looking to add more size and physicality to the 
forward group, and Paul’s game fit that. Pairing Paul, 27, with Hagel, 
both of whom possess strong forechecking games, on a line centered by 
Ross Colton could provide the makings of a lockdown line that the 
Lightning have looked to build since losing their third line in the 
offseason. 

“His game is molded for playoff hockey success,” BriseBois said of the 6-
foot-3, 224-pound Paul. “He is big and heavy and physical. He blocks a 
lot of shots, and he can play both center and wing. We saw some 
additional value in acquiring another player that can play the center 
position.” 

As for Joseph, a contributing member of the back-to-back Stanley Cup-
winning teams, he can be a restricted free agent this summer, and the 
Lightning didn’t think they’d be able to retain him through the arbitration 
process. Given their cap constraints, the Lightning were in a position 
where they were unlikely to make Joseph a qualifying offer. 

“Therefore, we viewed Mathieu as a pending unrestricted free agent, 
same as Nick, and that also factored into our decision to proceed with 
this evening’s trade,” BriseBois said. 

Ottawa is retaining 44.5 percent of Paul’s $1.35 million salary, about 
$600,000, to keep the Lightning under the salary cap. 

On Friday, the Lightning sent forwards Taylor Raddysh and Boris 
Katchouk and first-round picks in 2023 and 2024 to Chicago for Hagel, 
who played his first game for Tampa Bay on Saturday against the 
Rangers. With Joseph now gone, the Lightning moved three of their 
young forwards over the past three days, but BriseBois is confident that 
they are improved and better positioned for another deep playoff run. 

“We’ve lost one player’s worth of depth, but I like the mix that we have 
now better,” BriseBois said. “I think that the ceiling of this group is higher, 
and we have other players. Come playoff time, there’s no more salary 
cap at that point. We can recall players; we have a number of players in 
(AHL) Syracuse that could come in and contribute. 

“I like the group that we have right now. And I like the group that we have 
right now more than I like the group that we had on Thursday, which is 
why we made the decisions that we’ve made.” 

Paul had a career-high 11 goals and seven assists in 59 games with 
Ottawa this season. He is averaging a career-high 17:22 of ice time — 
including 2:12 on the penalty kill — and was third among Senators 
forwards in blocked shots (41) and ranked seventh among forwards on 
the team in hits (67). Paul also won 333 faceoffs, second most on 
Ottawa’s roster, with a 49 percent win percentage. 

Joseph, who was drafted and developed by the Lightning, has eight 
goals and 18 points this season in 58 games. The 25-year-old had made 

significant strides in his overall game. He meshed well with newcomer 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare as a key forward pair on the penalty kill and 
scored two shorthanded goals. He was still working on how to best utilize 
his speed, but he was averaging a career-high 13:42 of ice time. 

“It’s not like we were looking to move Mathieu,” BriseBois said. “But 
again, once we were in a position to acquire Brandon Hagel on Friday, 
then we kind of looked and asked, ‘OK, what does our group look like 
now? … How can we improve our odds of success here?’ 

“We’re going to go into the playoffs. It’s (a) different type of hockey, and 
we felt like we could use some more physicality from our forward group.” 

Joseph brought youthful energy to the locker room. The team saw him 
grow up and become a piece of the championship club. BriseBois said it 
was difficult telling Joseph he was being traded to a team that is tied for 
the second-fewest points in the Eastern Conference. 

“I got to know his family, his parents, his brother. I saw him work his way 
from juniors to the AHL to the NHL,” BriseBois said. “He was part of our 
group that won the last two Stanley Cups. He’s an important contributor 
to those two Cups and he is just such a joy to be around, just a quality, 
quality human being. 

“So not the most fun part of my job telling a guy like him that he won’t be 
part of our upcoming run.” 

Asked whether BriseBois believed after the Paul trade that he was 
finished making moves before today’s 3 p.m. trade deadline, he said, “I 
think I’m done.” 

“But that doesn’t mean we stop working,” he said. “But I think we’re done. 
We didn’t have any cap space before we did any of this. So I don’t expect 
us to do anything else.” 
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How the Lightning stack up with other contenders after the trade deadline 

 

Joe Smith, Shayna Goldman16-20 minutes 22/03/2022 

 

The Lightning made a couple of big trade deadline moves that they 
believe will help give them a higher “ceiling” in this year’s playoffs. 

But they’re far from alone. 

While coach Jon Cooper was thrilled to land Nick Paul and Brandon 
Hagel, giving the back-to-back Cup champs more sandpaper and size, 
he couldn’t help but notice the flurry of moves made by his rivals.  

The Panthers added Claude Giroux, Ben Chiarot and Robert Hagg. 

The Bruins brought in defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

The Leafs, while not acquiring a goalie, got Kraken captain Mark 
Giordano and bottom-six grit in Colin Blackwell. 

The Rangers went big, too, acquiring Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Frank 
Vatrano and Justin Braun.  

Out West, the Flames and Avs made strong moves. But the Lightning 
must make it to the Cup Final to see them and, right now, that seems like 
a tall task. 

“Everybody is trying to get that extra edge, whatever they think that is,” 
Cooper said. “Sometimes the edge is doing nothing, and sometimes 
getting the edge is going and getting players. And it seems like everyone 
in the Atlantic (Division) decided it was time to go get guys.  

“It’ll make for a fun last 20 games here and exciting playoffs.” 
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While the Avs and Flames appear to be the class of the West, the 
Eastern Conference playoffs could be a bloodbath, as competitive as it’s 
been in years from No. 1 to No. 8. The Bruins and Caps could be wild-
card teams, not fun matchups for the division winners. Who would 
Tampa Bay rather face in the first round: the Panthers or Maple Leafs? 

Lightning GM Julien BriseBois said his staff is aware of what other teams 
are doing around the deadline, but it’s mostly to learn about the market 
vs. determining what they do.  

The biggest, and only, question remaining when you’re the Lightning is, 
“Are these moves enough to get it done?” 

“You only find out when you go head to head on the ice,” BriseBois said. 

The Lightning should learn more quickly about that, having to face the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday to start a four-game road trip, with the Bruins 
looming at TD Garden on Thursday. Tampa Bay’s record against other 
league contenders — teams with a points percentage of .600 or higher — 
has been lackluster this season, at 7-10-5, with three of those wins in 
overtime. The latest was a 2-1 loss to the Rangers on Saturday, giving 
Tampa Bay an 0-2-1 record against one of the Metropolitan Division’s top 
teams.  

Winning a regular-season series doesn’t get you any rings, and this 
Lightning team knows what it takes to get it done in the postseason. 
That’s partly what drove these moves for Tampa Bay, bringing in Hagel 
and Paul, along with adding Riley Nash for AHL Syracuse depth in a 
minor deal with Arizona on Monday.  

“They’ve always been the favorites, but they just inched up another notch 
for me,” said TSN analyst Rick Tocchet, who won back-to-back 
championships as an assistant with Penguins. “(Florida) got Giroux and 
Chiarot, and then Tampa goes out and gets Hagel and Paul. It was a 
warning to everyone — ‘Hey, we’re not done yet.’ I really believe making 
those moves gives Tampa a legitimate chance to do something that 
nobody has really done in the cap era.”  

The Lightning won their last two championships because they’re loaded 
with elite skill. But they weren’t just a top-heavy team. A driver for this 
team, in addition to their best, was their identity Yanni Gourde line, which 
started most games/periods and served as a shutdown trio. Most of their 
core is still together, but that supporting case down that third line clearly 
wasn’t at the level that management was striving for. It’s unfair to 
compare players, per se, like Hagel/Coleman and Paul/Goodrow, but 
there are several attributes that the newcomers bring in terms of their 
forechecking ability, an edge to their game and the ability to play on the 
penalty kill.  

“The third line can win you a Cup,” Tocchet said. “That’s what happened 
to us in Pittsburgh, and what happened with Tampa the last couple 
years. Your stars are incredible. But you still have to have those guys in 
the middle of the lineup that can win you games. Tampa knows the 
recipe. That’s why they went out and got those two players.” 

Paul, who should make his debut Tuesday against the Hurricanes, feels 
his style of being a hard-nosed player, dictating play on the forecheck 
and wearing defenders out, could help Tampa Bay.  

The forward is no stranger to being leaned on by his coaches. In Ottawa, 
he was their utility player who could slot anywhere and play in all 
situations. Paul can recover dump-ins and generate offense off the 
forecheck at five-on-five. He’s more of a shooter than a passer, and is 
responsible in his own zone.  

Hagel’s skill set should complement Paul’s on that third line. The winger 
is an aggressive forechecker, and after being one of the best in Chicago, 
he should have more support around him on his new team. A key 
component of that third line wasn’t just its ability to take on strong 
opponents and play well in their own zone. It was driving play up the ice 
– that’s something Hagel thrives at. And once in the offensive zone, his 
passing can set up his opponents for scoring chances. The combination 
of that skill with Paul’s shooting, helps form their own version of a 
balanced third line that can add support to the Lightning’s best players.  

“The part I don’t like is comparing players to players,” Cooper said. 
“Putting unrealistic expectations on guys when they’re not the same 
player. Neither of those two guys play like Goody or Coleman. They’ve 
got some attributes of them. But they’re just not them. But do these guys 
give us something that we feel we need? Yeah. They can play special 
teams, they can check. They can skate. They’re big, they’re physical. 
There are so many attributes we felt were part of our identity and if we 
can find them, we’re going to go out and get them. We just need them to 
be who they were at their old teams, and if they do that, it’ll work out 
great for us.” 

How do Tampa Bay’s moves help them stack against the other 
contenders? 

Florida Panthers 

Who they added: Claude Girioux, Ben Chiarot, Robert Hagg 

Impact: Florida went all-in at the deadline in an effort to make it past the 
Lightning this year and go on a legitimate Stanley Cup run. They 
mortgaged numerous future assets for right-now players and have an 
impending cap crunch adding pressure to their situation. A healthy 
Panthers lineup, projected in the graphic above, puts them at the top of 
the league in roster strength.  

The Panthers already arguably had the deepest forward group in the 
conference, and now adding Giroux will give them even more options up 
front. Giroux, who spent his entire career with the Flyers, may be past his 
prime, but is still playing at a high level – top-six caliber despite being on 
a flawed team on both ends of the ice. He can make an impact on both 
ends of the ice, in all situations, with both his passing and shooting. The 
former Flyers captain is a veteran playing for his first Cup, and don’t 
underestimate that intangible.  

Giroux also brings another level of versatility to a group with so many 
forward options since he can play forward and wing – just like Sam 
Bennett and Sam Reinhart.  

“The sleeper with Giroux is they got another draw man,” Tocchet said. 
“He’s a hybrid, a center or a wing. When you have a high-level guy like 
that, that can play both positions, it’s not easy to find. 

That gives this even so many options to shake up the forward group if 
they get stale, or if they find themselves struggling to get through this 
challenging division come the postseason.  

Chiarot is the polar opposite of an analytics darling, and his underlying 
metrics paint a worse picture than his actual level of play. His play 
trended in the right direction when Martin St. Louis took over in Montreal, 
too. That play still doesn’t equate to the return for him, but in a minimized 
role from what he just played with the Canadiens (come playoffs, at least 
since the Aaron Ekbald injury likely changes what that expected role 
would be), he should be in a better position to succeed. The Panthers 
play a very different style of play from his game, so it’ll be interesting to 
see how they maximize his play within their system, and if this defensive 
depth can become a difference-maker once their No. 1 is back in the 
lineup.  

Hagg provides some insurance on the back end, especially with Ekblad 
out week-to-week, though expected to return for the playoffs. Unless 
there’s another injury between now and then, seeing Hagg in the 
postseason seems fairly unlikely.  

How Tampa matches up: Last year’s first-round series was intense and 
exciting. The Lightning won the series in six games, but the Panthers 
didn’t have Eklbad then and their goaltending was shaky (they used three 
goaltenders during the series). Sergei Bobrovsky is having a much better 
season this year; he’s saved 8.8 goals above expected in all situations in 
41 games. But there’s still a volatility to goaltending in general, especially 
when it comes to his game. That’s a concern. That’s the one weak point 
of this lineup in GSVA. 

This is where Tampa Bay’s moves to add Hagel and Paul make a 
difference in terms of matching up with either the Alexsander Barkov or 
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Jonathan Huberdeau line. The Panthers don’t just have one line for 
opponents to watch out for. Barkov’s is the best on both ends of the ice, 
but their first three lines can all generate offense at a high rate, so having 
the depth to match up against that helps.  

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Who they added: Mark Giordano, Colin Blackwell 

Impact: The Leafs’ offensive ability has rarely been questioned, as they 
boast the type of firepower that can make them dangerous in a playoff 
series. It’s just a matter of finding the right combinations in their middle 
six, since they’ve had some trouble finishing this season. The addition of 
Blackwell helps, and perhaps takes a page out of the Lightning’s book 
with this inexpensive, depth add with upside. He may not be an elite 
scorer by any stretch, but he is a strong two-way force who can provide 
balance to any combination. His penalty-killing is another strength. Mitch 
Marner and David Kampf make a stellar first unit, and Ilya Mikheyev can 
create some short-handed chaos. Blackwell only adds to that for a 
penalty kill that could face off against the Lightning’s dynamic power play.  

The question marks for them have been in net, which is still an issue, and 
on the blue line, where Giordano should make a strong impact. Giordano 
is great at suppressing offense and stopping opponents from generating 
scoring chances in transition. The lefty can make a clean first pass, 
which could fuel the Leafs’ rush. Plus, by the playoffs, they ideally will get 
Rasmus Sandin and Jake Muzzin back from injury.  

“Giordano is going to help with the character part and give them some 
tough minutes,” Tocchet said.”As for goaltending, they’re all in on (Jack) 
Campbell. He’s going to have to come back healthy. But that’s the 
question mark: Do they have enough? Do they have enough 
goaltending?” 

How Tampa matches up: Everyone is waiting for the Leafs to finally take 
that next step and win a round, and until they do there will be question 
marks. And there’s even more doubt as to how they will manage with 
their current goaltending situation unless Campbell’s trend downward 
was truly fueled by injury. At their best – and their ceiling is very high – 
the Maple Leafs have a legitimate shot against most opponents. But 
there’s some inconsistencies and gaps that leave some doubt about their 
chances.  

Plus, the Lightning have the championship pedigree, the experience and 
know how to do it. That’ll give them a bit of a mental edge. We’re not 
counting Toronto out, but we like the Lightning better on the blue line 
and, of course, in net with Andrei Vasilevskiy.  

Boston Bruins 

Who they added: Hampus Lindholm, Josh Brown 

Impact: Adding a top-four-caliber defenseman was a must for the Bruins 
at the deadline, and Lindholm fits the bill. The former Duck’s game did 
slip in recent seasons, from the top tier defenseman he was just a couple 
years back, but playing on a stronger team in the Bruins’ systems could 
help him rebound. The benefit is that his new team isn’t asking him to be 
a top-pair back. They really just need him to solidify that second pair, 
which he should be more than capable of. Charlie McAvoy has been 
Boston’s best defenseman, but now they don’t have to just rely on him, 
and Matt Grzelcyk can return to his pair now that they have that depth to 
round out the top four. The duo put up excellent results on both ends 
earlier this season. 

“I think getting Lindholm, that was a prize that everyone wanted,” Tocchet 
said. “For Boston to go far, they’ve got to get by with the offense that they 
have. They might have enough. But for me, it’s the back end that really 
helps them.” 

The surprise was Boston not moving Jake DeBrusk, but having him in the 
fold adds to their depth up front – he struggled to play the right at times in 
the past, but playing alongside elite forwards like Brad Marchand and 
Patrice Bergeron has helped the shift. It’s also allowed them to move 
David Pastrnak to the second line with Taylor Hall. Boston didn’t add a 

high end 2C to play between them, though. With wingers like that on 
each side, maybe they don’t need it now. But it sure would help to have 
any extra skill, knowing the teams that they’re going to have to go 
through to get past the Eastern Conference.  

How Tampa matches up: The “Perfection Line” of Brad Marchand-Patrice 
Bergeron-David Pastrnak has been helping carry the Bruins for a while, 
especially as the core gets older. Now that they’re broken up, there’s two 
lines for opponents to have to watch for. But they don’t have the same 
depth as either Florida team, which could challenge them.  

Tampa Bay has had some tough playoff matchups with Boston over the 
past several years and Bruce Cassidy is one of the league’s top coaches. 
It’ll be interesting to see how Thursday’s game goes with all the new 
additions on the ice for both teams.  

Outside the Atlantic Division 

Moving past the Atlantic Division is just one challenge the Lightning face 
in their quest to compete for the Stanley Cup again. If they can reach 
Round 3, they’ll probably be going up against a Metropolitan Division 
squad that also made adjustments at the deadline.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

Who they added: Max Domi 

Impact: The Hurricanes already had a really strong group before this 
addition and didn’t need to change too much – even though the teams 
around them did. Does the Domi trade really help them stack up to the 
best in the East? That’s debatable. But of the Metro teams, they have the 
best chance of reaching the third round – a 17 percent chance according 
to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczszyn’s model.  

How Tampa matches up: The Lightning beat the Hurricanes in five 
games in a second-round series last year, but it took some late heroics 
(Barlay Goodrow goal to help steal a game in Raleigh), a superstar 
performance by Nikita Kucherov and, of course, Vasilevskiy, whom 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called one of the best he’s ever seen. 
The Hurricanes play a relentless, full-court pressure style that can wreak 
havoc if the Lightning deal with some of their puck-management issues. 
Carolina’s power kill can also really pressure Tampa Bay’s potent power 
play, adding to this potential matchup. If they met again, the series could 
go six or seven games.  

New York Rangers 

Who they added: Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Frank Vatrano, Justin Braun 

Impact: Wasn’t it just yesterday that the Rangers were rebuilding?  

“For me, how can you stand pat when you have a goalie that’s going to 
be a Hart nominee?” Tocchet said. “You’ve got to give your team a 
chance when you have that, and I think they did with their moves.” 

Those moves strengthened their middle six by addition and subtraction, 
since it’ll push out some players from the bottom of their lineup. Ideally, 
they will help boost their weak five-on-five offensive generation. 

How Tampa matches up: The Rangers have gotten the better out of 
Tampa Bay this season, winning all three matchups (2-0-1), though two 
of them were by one goal (a shootout in Tampa on New Year’s Eve). The 
fact that New York has the potential Vezina Trophy winner, Igor 
Shesterkin, in net does negate some of the advantage that the Lightning 
have in net over most teams.  
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FRISCO — The Stars solidified their place on the edge of the Western 
Conference playoff picture this season with a trade deadline in which 
they added around the periphery of their roster. 

The Stars made two trades in the 24 hours before Monday afternoon’s 
trade deadline. 

On Sunday night, they acquired goaltender Scott Wedgewood from 
Arizona for a 2023 conditional fourth-round pick. On Monday, they 
acquired forward Vladislav Namestnikov from Detroit for a 2024 fourth-
round pick, and the Red Wings are retaining 50% of Namestnikov’s $2 
million cap hit. 

Both moves will help the Stars make the playoffs in the West. But how 
much of a difference will they provide in the first round against Colorado 
or Calgary? 

In many ways, the Stars hedged their bets at the deadline. 

In the deal with Arizona, the 2023 fourth-rounder will become a 2023 
third-rounder only if the Stars make the playoffs this season. For 
comparison, when the Stars traded for Mats Zuccarello, the condition on 
one pick involved Dallas reaching the Western Conference Final. It’s a bit 
of a different target this season. 

By temporarily sending defenseman Thomas Harley to the AHL (they 
recalled him later Monday afternoon), they ensured that he would be able 
to play in the AHL playoffs with Texas — if Dallas missed the NHL 
playoffs. 

It’s not a certainty that the Stars make the Western Conference playoffs, 
and some moves reflected that. But, given Vegas’ injuries and 
Vancouver’s hole to climb out of, it’s still likely the Stars earn a berth. 

In that case, the Stars wanted to keep John Klingberg around, even with 
his expiring contract that could have fetched a haul on the trade market 
as a rental. As general manager Jim Nill explained, Klingberg has 
become too important for the Stars, especially without Miro Heiskanen. 

“I think the biggest thing to realize is he’s a big part of our team,” Nill 
said. “There’s talk about trading him or doing whatever, John Klingberg is 
a big part of our team. He’s part of our leadership group. He’s a major 
impact on our team. I think we’ve seen the last three games what he 
does for us. 

“I’m always open to making our team better any way we can, but there 
was no situation that transpired that said that this would be the right 
move. We need John Klingberg.” 

They wanted to provide Jake Oettinger with a backup goalie now that the 
other three Dallas goaltenders are all hurt. So Wedgewood, his $825,000 
cap hit and expiring contract made sense for the last 40 days to spell 
Oettinger down the stretch. 

“He’s a big piece of this now,” Nill said of Wedgewood. “We need him to 
come in and fill in some of these. We’ve got a lot of hockey coming up. 
It’s a great opportunity for him.” 

There’s also Namestnikov, the cap-friendly veteran winger that has 25 
points in 60 games this season, which would rank seventh among Stars 
forwards. He should add depth and an occasional offensive punch to a 
Stars team that lacks support up front behind its top line. 

“He makes our hockey team better,” Nill said. “He’s a good player. He’s 
versatile. He can play up and down the lineup. He can play any forward 
position. We thought, for the acquisition cost, it was a good move for our 
team.” 

The Stars could have pushed harder in either direction of selling or 
buying. 

After keeping Klingberg and re-signing Joe Pavelski, they could have 
been tempted to pay premium prices to do two things: move out salary 
and move in players to fill that cap space. As teams like Tampa Bay, 
Carolina and Colorado found ways to create cap space with aggressive 
moves, the Stars did not. 

Nill understands that the Stars are not in the same place as the two-time 
defending champion Lightning or the league-leading Avalanche. But he’s 
also never traded a first-round pick as the GM in Dallas. This year’s team 
didn’t dictate that, but it raises the question of when that time would be? 

The Stars also could have tried to flip pending unrestricted free agents 
like Alexander Radulov or Michael Raffl (obviously, Klingberg falls into 
this). Instead, Dallas will keep them for a playoff run. 

In turn, the Stars end the day right where they started: in the middle of 
the Western Conference. 

“There’s a price to all that and we sit and weigh ‘Is that a good move 
short term and long term? Is it a bad move short term and long term?’” 
Nill said. “We factor all those things. In the end, what you see today is 
what we thought was the best thing for our team. That’s where we sit 
right now.” 
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Stars’ minor trade deadline moves weren’t game-changing, but they do 
beat the alternative 

 

By Tim Cowlishaw4:31 PM on Mar 21, 2022 CDT 

3 minutes 

 

The Dallas Stars’ likelihood of a first-round exit increased at the trade 
deadline Monday. For that, I have to applaud general manager Jim Nill. 

While he wasn’t exactly silent — the Stars picked up Scott Wedgewood, 
a needed backup goalie from Phoenix, and some forward depth from 
Detroit in Vladislav Namestnikov for mid-round picks — Nill made no 
major moves. No first-round picks vanished. No John Klingberg trade, 
either. Nothing to shake the trees in either direction. 

Meanwhile, if the Stars are to make the playoffs, their most likely first-
round opponent went all in. Colorado GM Joe Sakic isn’t usually quite so 
pot committed, but the Avalanche — still reeling perhaps from the seven-
game loss to Dallas during the pandemic and a stunning playoff collapse 
against Vegas last spring — traded picks and players to add quality 
depth (including former Star Andrew Cogliano) to what already was, 
based on the standings, the best team in the National Hockey League. 

Now keep in mind, the Stars still need to climb past Vegas (the schedule 
is on Dallas’ side) just to secure that second wild card spot. What Dallas 
is trying to do (inadvertently) is become the only team to reach the 
playoffs while being outscored by opponents this season. The Stars had 
a nice hot stretch coming out of the All-Star break to secure their 
postseason hopes, but the up-and-down road trip through the East has 
left them hanging on the edge at the bottom of the West. 

Yes, crazy things happen more often in the Stanley Cup Playoffs than in 
the NBA. But the pressure to eliminate the West’s highest scoring team 
mostly falls on the shoulders of young goaltender Jake Oettinger. And 
there weren’t any logical moves to be made to alter that on Monday. 

It’s funny that Dallas began the season as the NHL team with the most 
depth in goal. But Ben Bishop’s career is finished. Anton Khudobin’s 
season is finished. Braden Holtby has been able to offer only a few 
“Holtbeast” moments to remind folks of his Stanley Cup run with 
Washington in 2018 and he, too, is injured. Now it all rides on Oettinger, 
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still a kid who made his debut during the Western Conference Final in 
2020. 

It would take something just short of a miracle for Dallas to get back to 
that level this spring. Nothing that could have happened Monday was 
going to change that. 
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Why the Dallas Stars chose to stand pat and keep John Klingberg 

 

Saad Yousuf8-10 minutes 22/03/2022 

 

For 31 NHL teams, Monday afternoon was all of the layers that come 
with the annual trade deadline. In the days and weeks leading up, teams 
were wheeling and dealing. Some shed future assets for immediate help 
while others stockpiled for the future. 

The Stars, working with minimal cap space, made a couple of moves to 
address their depth. Injuries to Braden Holtby and Anton Khudobin 
required Dallas to add Scott Wedgewood for a conditional fourth-round 
pick (it becomes a third-rounder if the Stars make the 2022 playoffs) and 
the acquisition of Vladislav Namestnikov from the Detroit Red Wings for a 
2024 fourth-rounder helps their middle-to-bottom six. 

In Dallas, though, Monday was never really about the wider trade 
deadline. It was mostly about the passing of one of the biggest 
checkpoints of the John Klingberg saga. 

“I’ve been talking to teams over the last two months,” general manager 
Jim Nill said. “But John Klingberg, I think the biggest thing to realize, is 
he’s a big part of our team. There’s a lot of this talk of trading him or 
doing whatever — John Klingberg is a big part of our team. He’s part of 
our leadership group. 

“He has a major impact on our team. I think we’ve seen the last three 
games what he does for us. I’m always open to making our team better, 
any way I can, but there was no situation that transpired that said (trading 
him) would be the right move. We need John Klingberg.” 

Of course, nobody would argue that the Stars this season are better with 
Klingberg than anything they could have gotten in a trade. Months ago, 
when the Stars were reeling and the possibility of a playoff spot seemed 
further in the distance, there was the consideration of the Stars being 
sellers. Had that been the case, the desired package for Klingberg would 
have almost exclusively been prospects and draft picks, with potentially a 
player or contract involved to make the money work. 

But the Stars caught fire over the past month or so, eliminating 
themselves from the pure seller category. It didn’t mean they took the 
possibility of trading Klingberg off the table but the desired return looked 
different. Now, there still needed to be a handsome return to aid the 
future but there also had to be something coming back to Dallas that 
could help soften the blow of Klingberg’s absence for the remainder of 
this season and not sink the Stars’ playoff chances. 

“You’ve got to make decisions and you got to get a feel for it,” Nill said. 
“You don’t know which way it’s going to go. If we all knew the future, we 
wouldn’t be sitting here right now. Those are decisions you make. You 
look at the player’s position on the team, that comes into play. He’s an 
important part of our team. We had the situation where Miro Heiskanen 
got injured. That affects your decision-making. 

“If you talk to other teams, what are the offers for the player? All of those 
things come into play and then in the end, you have to make a decision 
that you think is right for the organization. These are the decisions we 
made.” 

The decision to stand pat on Klingberg will understandably be under a 
microscope for years to come. Given his combination of talent, track 
record and age, Klingberg was one of the most enticing trade-deadline-
bait players the organization has had in recent memory. He was good 
enough to bring in a significant haul but old enough that his departure 
wouldn’t rattle the organization’s outlook. 

While it’s not the expectation for a team on the cusp of a playoff spot to 
trade away one of its best players, it wouldn’t be unheard of. Looking at 
the returns this week for Hampus Lindholm, Ben Chiarot and Josh 
Manson provided reasons as to why dealing a defenseman whose future 
with the current organization is in doubt could be the smart decision. 

Klingberg is part of the old core of Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin, Alexander 
Radulov, Jason Spezza, Ben Bishop and others. They had their run in 
the mid-2010s but the franchise is now in the hands of Heiskanen, Jason 
Robertson, Jake Oettinger, Roope Hintz and potentially the likes of 
Thomas Harley, Mavrik Bourque, Wyatt Johnston and Logan Stankoven. 

Klingberg could certainly cross over into the new picture. As he has 
shown since the All-Star break, he’s still capable of playing at a 
difference-making level for the Stars but he also turns 30 years old this 
summer and has eight years of NHL mileage on his skates. How long 
that production continues is a matter of perspective and history isn’t on 
Klingberg’s side. 

There is justification to the side of keeping Klingberg. The Stars are one 
point out of the second wild-card spot, though they have four games in 
hand on the Vegas Golden Knights, who are slotted there. While 
detractors would point to the likelihood of an early playoff exit, if not 
missing the postseason altogether, the Stars don’t see it that way. 

Aside from his very first season in 2013, every version of Nill’s Stars that 
made it into the playoffs had a chance to win it all. Dallas was a 
wraparound goal away from defeating the eventual champs in 2019, 
overcame a load of injuries to fall two games short in the Stanley Cup 
Final in 2020, and may have had their best team in 2016, save for 
suspect goaltending and Seguin being unavailable for the playoffs. Nill 
believes his rosters are constructed for playoff success and he has the 
history to back up his claim. Keeping Klingberg on the roster gives the 
Stars their best chance at making the playoffs this season. 

There’s also the wider, unsaid message that comes with selling a player 
like Klingberg. There’s no way for the Stars to trade Klingberg and then 
try to tell the remaining players in the dressing room that this season 
means anything, especially factoring in Heiskanen’s absence. That 
wouldn’t be met with much enthusiasm by veterans like Benn and 
Seguin, and others like Pavelski and Ryan Suter, who came to Dallas to 
chase a Stanley Cup. 

The big picture view also can’t be ignored. While many view the desire to 
cling to faint playoff hopes as a Tom Gaglardi desire to get a few games 
of playoff revenue, it goes beyond that. Many atop the organization, at 
different levels and departments, lack confidence that hockey in Dallas 
can withstand a teardown rebuild. The Stars are fortunate that the 
aforementioned young core players already protect them from an 
extreme level of that but it’s a factor in a decision on a player like 
Klingberg, who helps keep them competitive now. The Stars don’t have 
the luxury of targeting certain years for contention and other years as 
rebuilds for contention — they aim to be competitive on a year-in, year-
out basis. Could it get them stuck on the treadmill of mediocrity? 
Perhaps, but it also ensures that no season is spent stuck deep in a pit, 
or scratching the walls in hopes of climbing out of the pit. 

Just because the Stars didn’t cash in on Klingberg at the trade deadline 
doesn’t mean they have to emerge as losers in this saga. While this was 
a big chapter, it’s not the end of the story. As transparent as Klingberg 
has been about the frustration with the stalemate of contract extension 
dialogue, he’s also been equally clear about his desire to find a solution 
to stay in Dallas, despite the rocky business moments. Sources say the 
Stars had discussions with Klingberg’s camp recently, though not much 
movement came from those. Nill said the focus for the remainder of the 
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season is making the playoffs but the Stars will continue to work toward 
an extension to keep Klingberg in Dallas. 

If the Stars win the Stanley Cup in 2022 and/or if Klingberg remains in 
Dallas beyond this season on a reasonable contract instead of walking 
away for nothing in free agency, keeping Klingberg at the deadline this 
year will have more justification. If the Stars fail to make any noise this 
season and then Klingberg inks a new deal elsewhere come July, the 
regretful speculation of what could have been in March will linger for a 
long time. 

Saad Yousuf is a staff writer covering the Dallas Stars. He previously 
covered the Dallas Cowboys, Dallas Mavericks, Texas Rangers, FC 
Dallas and local college and high school sports for The Athletic. He also 
works at 96.7/1310 The Ticket in Dallas after five years at ESPN Dallas 
radio. Saad has also covered the Cowboys for WFAA, the Mavericks for 
Mavs.com and a variety of sports at the Dallas Morning News, 
ESPN.com and SB Nation. Follow Saad on Twitter @SaadYousuf126. 
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Blues at Capitals: Ovechkin has 40 goals 

 

Jim Thomas2-2 minutes 

 

Blues at Capitals 

When: 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

Where: Capital One Arena 

TV, radio: BSM, WXOS (101.1 FM) 

About the Capitals: Washington has been involved in a lot of tight games 
lately, and won almost all of them. Seven of the Caps’ last nine games 
have been decided by one goal — including four that went to overtime or 
a shootout. They’re 7-1-1 in those games, with an eight-game point 
streak snapped in Sunday’s 3-2 loss to Dallas. Strangely, the Capitals 
are a much better road team (20-7-5) than they are at home (15-12-5). 

Washington’s ninth-ranked offense (3.28 goals per game) includes seven 
players with 10 or more goals. The leader of the pack, of course, is Alex 
Ovechkin, who ranked fourth in the league in goals (40) and was tied for 
third in power-play goals (13) entering Monday’s games. Ilya Samsonov 
(18-9-4) and Vitek Vanecek (16-8-5) have split time in goal. 

People are also reading… 

Samsonov started Jan. 7 in St. Louis, a game in which the Blues got two 
goals by Pavel Buchnevich in a 5-1 victory. 
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Blues acquire defenseman Leddy from Detroit, with Sundqvist going to 
Wings 

 

Jim Thomas7-8 minutes 

 

This time of year, experience weighs heavily in the mind of Blues general 
manager Doug Armstrong. Particularly playoff experience. With that in 
mind, the Blues traded for Detroit Red Wings defensemen Nick Leddy in 

a deal announced less than an hour before Monday’s NHL trade 
deadline. 

The Blues also got defenseman Luke Witkowski, more of a journeyman 
type from the Red Wings, sending forward Oskar Sundqvist, defenseman 
Jake Walman and a second-round draft pick in 2023 to the Motor City. 

As part of the deal, Detroit will retain one-half of Leddy’s $5.5 million 
salary-cap count for this season. And that makes the money work for the 
Blues because Sundqvist’s cap count this season is $2.75 million — half 
of $5.5 million. 

“Nick brings experience,” Armstrong said. “If you look at the last couple 
playoff years, his team has played into the semifinals. . . . He’s a guy that 
can log big minutes at an important time of the year for teams that play 
deep (into the playoffs). He’s a skater, he’s a puck mover. It’s a 
dimension that will add to our group.” 

People are also reading… 

Leddy, who turned 31 Sunday, is a native of Eden Prairie, Minn., who 
was drafted 16th overall by Minnesota in 2009 but has spent most of his 
career with the New York Islanders. He has tons of playoff experience, 
including a Stanley Cup championship with the Chicago Blackhawks in 
2012-13, four conference finals — including the last two with the New 
York Islanders — and 121 career playoff games. 

“He gives the coaches an option,” Armstrong said. “Now we have seven 
experienced players (on defense).” 

The other six would be Colton Parayko, Justin Faulk, Torey Krug, Robert 
Bortuzzo, Marco Scandella and Nikko Mikkola. Putting Mikkola in that 
group might be a stretch, but Armstrong added: “Mikkola’s played deep 
into the World Championships and won it (with Finland), so he’s an 
experienced player internationally, getting more experience every day.” 

Armstrong said Leddy will join the team in time for Tuesday’s game in 
Washington against the Capitals. 

The Red Wings had a scout at the Blues’ March 13 home game against 
Winnipeg, which seemed conspicuous since Detroit was done playing St. 
Louis for the year. 

Leddy, 6 feet and 205 pounds, is a “rental,” meaning his contract expires 
after this season to make him an unrestricted free agent. Armstrong said 
the Blues would take a wait-and-see approach before deciding whether 
to explore a new contract. 

Leddy has averaged 20 minutes 37 seconds of ice time over 831 career 
regular-season games, indicative of top-four status. This season, he had 
one goal and 15 assists in 55 games for Detroit, but was a whopping 
minus-33 in goal differential. 

That’s the second-worst plus-minus figure in the league, ahead of only 
Philadelphia’s Keith Yandle. 

Whether that’s a result of playing for a bad team, or bad play on his part 
— or both — is uncertain. 

“I think when you’re on a developing team, playing against the other 
team’s top players all night long — on a team that’s probably losing more 
than you’re winning — your plus-minus is gonna take a hit,” Armstrong 
said. 

A better way to judge Leddy, Armstrong added, is to look at his work with 
the Islanders and the fact that he played heavy minutes on a “final four” 
team each of the prior two seasons. 

The highly-respected Daily Faceoff website had Leddy ranked at No. 3 
on its Top 50 Trade Targets list entering Monday. Keep in mind, that 
came after defensemen Hampus Lindholm (to Boston), Ben Chiarot (to 
Florida) and Mark Giordano (to Toronto) already had been traded. 

“With Lindholm, Chiarot and Giordano off the board, Leddy heads into 
Monday as the top rental defenseman available,” wrote Frank Seravalli 
for the Daily Faceoff. “There is considerable interest in Leddy. ... It’d be 
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interesting to ask (coach) Barry Trotz if the Islanders miss him. He was a 
salary-cap casualty on the Island, but he’s been just about exactly as 
advertised in Detroit. Leddy is dependable, steady and can chip in the 
odd point from the point as a capable second unit power play guy.” 

Additionally, the price was high for Lindholm, Chiarot and Giordano: a 
first-round draft pick and two second-rounders were part of the Lindholm 
package; a first-rounder, fourth-rounder and a prospect went for Chiarot; 
and Giordano brought two seconds and a third. And that doesn’t even 
factor in cap considerations. Giordano, for example, had a cap count of 
$6.75 million. 

“At some point you just can’t do everything all the time,” Armstrong said. 
“We’ve been a competitive team for the better part of a decade now. We 
were able to keep our first-round pick and get a good prospect in (Jake) 
Neighbours, a player we think should be pushing very hard for our team 
next year. 

“(Zachary) Bolduc seems to be a very good young player. We wanted to 
add to that. Again, you can’t always play in that market of giving up future 
first-round picks all the time. Giving up a first-round pick for a rental didn’t 
seem to make (sense).” 

Neighbours was the Blues’ first-round pick in 2020; Bolduc was their first-
rounder in 2021. 

Witkowski, 31, and a native of Holland, Mich., has played in 132 NHL 
regular-season games with Tampa Bay and Detroit. But he’s spent most 
of this season playing for Grand Rapids in the American Hockey League 
and according to Armstrong is ticketed for the Blues’ AHL affiliate in 
Springfield, Mass. (He played in only one game with the Red Wings this 
season.) 

Sundqvist has played in 41 games this season, with four goals and 11 
assists. Coming off knee and hip surgeries, he has struggled to get his 
full game back, and knee issues have kept him out of some games 
recently. 

But he has been a valuable role player for the Blues since arriving here in 
2017-18, an underrated passer and core penalty killer who played mostly 
on the fourth line but had successful stints moving up in the lineup. 

“Sunny’s been one of my favorite players, quite honestly,” Armstrong 
said. “He got the nickname ‘Sunny’ because of ‘Sundqvist.’ But he 
actually is sunny. He’s always got a smile on. I’ve always enjoyed being 
around him. 

“A really good player. Always gonna have a great memory here as a 
Blue.” 

Walman will be an arbitration-eligible restricted free agent after this 
season. He played in 32 games this season for the Blues with three 
goals and three assists, and had played better lately. But it seemed clear 
that Mikkola had moved ahead of him in the Blues’ defenseman rotation. 
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Blues notebook: Tarasenko, Thomas won't play against Washington 

 

Jim Thomas4-5 minutes 

 

If the Blues are going to snap out of their latest funk, they must do so 
Tuesday in Washington without two of their three leading scorers. 

Coach Craig Berube said Vladimir Tarasenko (illness) and Robert 
Thomas (upper-body) will miss the game against the Capitals. Neither 
will make the trip. 

Tarasenko, who also missed Saturday’s 5-4 loss to Columbus, is the 
Blues’ second-leading scorer, with 54 points. Thomas is third, with a 
career-high 48 points (12 goals and 36 assists). Thomas missed the 
Winnipeg and Pittsburgh games because of what the Blues said was 
illness; but his absence against Washington is injury related. 

“It’s hard, but we’ve just gotta make do with what we’ve got,” Berube 
said. “Focus on going to ‘Wash’ and focus on playing a good game, and 
see what happens.” 

The team practiced Monday at Centene Community Ice Center before 
heading out for Washington, and neither Thomas nor Tarasenko were on 
the ice. David Perron also didn’t practice, but it was a maintenance day 
according to Berube. 

People are also reading… 

As for Thomas’ injury, Berube said: “We’re getting it looked at.” 

With Tyler Bozak already out because of a lower-body injury, the Blues 
have only 11 available forwards as long as Thomas and Tarasenko are 
sidelined. A callup from the Springfield Thunderbirds is possible. 

“I’m not sure yet,” Berube said. “We might have to go with seven ‘D’ 
(against Washington). We’ll have to figure that out.” 

Rumor centralNothing churns the rumor mill this time of year like the 
trade deadline. In the age of social media, Berube said he has learned to 
grin and bear it when players’ names come up. Especially when it’s one 
of his players. 

“When I started in this industry, the internet was just coming on board, 
but there was no Twitter,” Armstrong said. “There was no instant 
information, and I always took it personal when players’ names were 
being bandied around. I didn’t think it was fair to them or their families. 

“But now I just understand that’s just part and parcel of today’s world. 
Rumors fly. Most of the guys, not on this (media Zoom) call but maybe 
nationally, they bat about .250 on the rumors that they start and they 
seem to be fine with that. 

“I’m not really sure what that does, probably gets you more clicks. ... But 
I’ve never been a big fan of reporting things that aren’t factual. But that’s 
what seems to happen these days.” 

So on that topic, what was Armstrong’s take on last week’s Jordan 
Binnington trade rumors? 

“Well, I think I just answered that question,” he replied. 

Tarasenko talkPerhaps understandably given all that happened in the 
offseason, Armstrong was asked if Tarasenko’s name came up in the 
days and weeks leading up to Monday’s trade deadline. Tarasenko, 
remember, requested a trade at the end of last season. 

“No, that Vladi thing went away very quickly,” Armstrong said. “Quite 
honestly, in training camp he came in (ready) to play. He’s having a great 
year. ... That hasn’t been an issue, and wasn’t an issue for anyone quite 
honestly all year.” 

Home sweet homeNormally, the Blues would’ve flown from Columbus to 
Washington following Saturday’s game, spent an off-day in D.C. on 
Sunday, and then practiced there Monday. But that wasn’t the case this 
time. 

“We’ve just been on the road for so long,” Berube explained. “It was an 
early game (in Columbus); you get back early. They’re in their beds early 
sleeping. Day off at home. That was the only reason.” 
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Gordo on the NHL: Eastern Conference powers load up ahead of 
deadline 

 

Jeff Gordon5-6 minutes 

 

The elite Eastern Conference teams did not wait until the final hours 
ahead of the NHL trade deadline day to add major talent. 

Each of the top Stanley Cup contenders on that side of the league made 
significant additions before Monday arrived. 

The biggest name to move was Philadelphia Flyers forward Claude 
Giroux, who went to the already loaded Florida Panthers with a fifth-
round pick in a trade for young forward Owen Tippett, a third-round pick 
in 2023 and a first-round pick in 2024. 

Some NHL insiders had linked Giroux to the Blues, but that never made 
much sense given the depth the team had at forward -- and its glaring 
need on defense. Florida is similarly loaded up front, but it had the cap 
space (with the Flyers retaining 50 percent of Giroux’s expiring contract) 
to add even more firepower. 

The Colorado Avalanche also had an interest in Giroux, but that trade 
effort never gained traction. 

Florida will bring an intimidating offense into postseason play. Giroux can 
play center or on the wing. He can win draws and create more options for 
the power play. 

But the Panthers' cross-state rival, the Tampa Bay Lightning, are serious 
about winning another Cup. Team Maroon spent first-round picks in 2023 
and 2024, plus two prospects, to get forward Brandon Hagel and two 
fourth-round picks from the Chicago Blackhawks. THAT was a high price, 
but Hagel was a player the rebuilding Blackhawks did not want to give 
up. 

The Lightning also sent forward Mathieu Joseph and a fourth-round pick 
to the Ottawa Senators to get gritty forward Nick Paul, who will bolster 
Tampa Bay’s bottom six forward group. 

The Blues have been shopping for defensive help, but the top options 
flew off the board. Ben Chiarot went from the Montreal Canadiens to 
Florida and Josh Manson went from the Anaheim Ducks to the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

Then these deals went down: 

The Boston Bruins spent a first-round pick this year, second-round picks 
in 2023 and 2024, plus veteran John Moore and an exchange of 
prospects to get Hampus Lindholm from the Ducks. Then they signed 
Lindholm to an eight-year, $52 million contract extension. Wouldn’t it 
have been simpler just to keep Torey Krug from leaving via free agency 
for the Blues? 

Seattle Kraken captain Mark Giordano went back home to Toronto (along 
with bottom six forward Colin Blackwell) for two second-round picks this 
year and a third-round pick in 2023. The Maple Leafs had been adamant 
about not trading a first-round pick for a rental defenseman and they 
succeeded. The Kraken did Giordano a solid by sending him to his 
preferred destination at a price Toronto GM Kyle Dubas could meet. 

The relentless Panthers also spent a second-round pick in this year’s 
draft to get steady Robert Hagg from Buffalo after losing cornerstone 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad to a long-term injury. 

The Nashville Predators spent a second-round pick to get depth 
defenseman Jeremy Lauzon from the Kraken. He carries a minimal cap 
hit ($850,000) en route to restricted free agency this summer. 

In a head scratcher, the also-ran Senators spent a third-round pick to get 
Travis Hamonic from the Vancouver Canucks. Hamonic has another 

season at a $3 million cap hit and the Canucks were glad to clear that 
space. Why would the rebuilding Senators take on that contract? 

On other fronts: 

Teams continued to pursue Blackhawks goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. 
The Minnesota Wild are in that chase. They are looking to make a big 
playoff push this year before encountering some salary cap woes after 
this season. Interestingly, the Blackhawks played Fleury and other 
potential trade chips Sunday while other teams sat players marked for 
sale to protect them from injury. 

The Maple Leafs moved to clear cap space for the Giordano addition by 
putting goaltender Petr Mrazek on waivers and sending defenseman 
Travis Dermott to the Vancouver Canucks for a third-round pick. The 
Leafs also signed veteran goaltender Harri Säteri out of the KHL for a 
NHL minimum deal. 

After offloading Hamonic’s contract, the Canucks will be looking to make 
other deals Monday while to create as much salary cap space as 
possible for the franchise’s retooling. Defenseman Luke Schenn wants to 
stay put, but plenty of teams, including the Blues, will be pushing for 
defensive help ahead of the deadline. 

The Kraken returned bottom six forward Mason Appleton to the Winnipeg 
Jets for a fourth-round pick. Seattle GM Ron Francis is piling up the 
future assets he failed to gain during last summer’s expansion draft 
process. 
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Blues balance present and future with Nick Leddy trade at quiet deadline 

 

Jeremy Rutherford11-14 minutes 22/03/2022 

 

There are two questions here, and you have to keep them separate. 

First, did Blues general manager Doug Armstrong improve his team 
enough at the NHL trade deadline? No. 

Armstrong made just one deal, acquiring defensemen Nick Leddy and 
Luke Witkowski from Detroit on Monday for Oskar Sundqvist, Jake 
Walman and a second-round pick in 2023. 

Leddy might be an upgrade on what the Blues have on the blue line. But 
he wasn’t the top option available to play next to Colton Parayko when it 
comes to potentially competing with Colorado and other top Stanley Cup 
contenders this season. Furthermore, the Blues could have used some 
more punch on their fourth line, and instead sent Sundqvist to the Red 
Wings in the deal. 

But then there’s also the other question you have to consider: Did 
Armstrong do what was best for the Blues, as far as protecting their top 
assets and setting up for a summer that could make the club better off 
than it was after Monday’s deadline? Yes. 

The Blues held on to their 2022 first-round pick, and their first-rounders 
from the 2020 and 2021 drafts — Jake Neighbours and Zach Bolduc, 
respectively — are also still with the organization. And by freeing 
themselves of the final year of Sundqvist’s contract ($2.75 million 
average annual value), the Blues have some salary-cap flexibility in the 
upcoming offseason that could grow into even more flexibility depending 
on a few other decisions. 

So there are two schools of thought for Blues fans to reconcile after 
Monday’s deadline, which actually they’ve been reconciling a lot in recent 
weeks. 
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According to tweets and emails I’ve received, the fanbase seemed to be 
split on what Armstrong should do, and it seemed to sway with the final 
score each game. When the Blues went 0-3-1 earlier this month against 
Ottawa, New Jersey and the New York Islanders, fans thought they 
should stand pat. When they beat the New York Rangers (6-2) and 
Nashville (7-4) in back-to-back games, fans thought they should make a 
deal for Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun. 

In the end, Armstrong landed closer to the latter in getting Leddy, who 
will be in the Blues’ lineup in Washington on Tuesday. 

The 31-year-old left-shot defenseman has played 831 regular-season 
games, and in those games, the smooth-skating puck-mover has 66 
goals and 352 points. He’s also played 121 playoff games, winning a 
Stanley Cup with Chicago in 2013 and making back-to-back trips to the 
Eastern Conference finals with the New York Islanders the past two 
seasons. 

Last July, Leddy was traded by New York to Detroit, and it has been a 
difficult season with the rebuilding Red Wings. He has one goal in 55 
games and is a minus-33, which is the second-worst plus-minus in the 
league behind Philadelphia’s Keith Yandle (minus-35). 

“I think when you’re on a developing team, playing against the other 
team’s top players all night long, your plus-minus is probably going to 
take a hit,” Armstrong said. “I think if you want to see a reflection on how 
good the player is, you go back to the team that he was on in the 
Islanders. He played 22 minutes a night in the playoffs on a team that 
was thought of as a very good defending team. I think any stats travel 
with the competitive part of your team.” 

Armstrong didn’t even say that Leddy would be in the top pair Monday — 
only that he’s an option. 

“It’s a dimension that will add to our group,” he said. “Walman was also a 
skater but doesn’t have nearly the experience of a player like Nick. So it 
gives us a different look that the coach can use, pending on who he 
wants to pair Nick with.” 

Montreal’s Ben Chiarot might have been that player, also bringing some 
physicality. The Blues were interested, but in Armstrong’s eyes, the cost 
was too high. Chiarot went to Florida for a first-round pick, a fourth-
rounder and a prospect. 

“You want to be involved in everything, (but) it’s hard,” Armstrong said. 
“You wish you could play at free agency and then you wish you could 
play at the draft, trading capital, and you wish you could play now, trading 
capital. But at some point, you just can’t do everything all the time. 

“We’ve been a competitive team for the better part of a decade now. We 
were able to keep our first-round pick (in 2020) and get a good prospect 
in Neighbours, a player that we think should be pushing very hard for our 
team next year. Bolduc seems to be a very good, young player, too. We 
wanted to add to that. 

“You can’t always play in that market of giving up future first-round picks, 
and this was a year we didn’t feel that it was important to do that. So 
giving up a first-round pick for a rental this year didn’t seem to make 
(sense), and quite honestly, the quality of player in our opinion, we didn’t 
view first-round assets as something that we wanted to give away at this 
time.” 

Neighbours was glad to have the deadline pass Monday. 

“I’m just very happy to still be in St. Louis,” he said by text message. “You 
never really know what’s going on behind the scenes, but I couldn’t be 
happier to still be a Blue. The city, the staff and my teammates, they 
have been nothing but amazing to me, so obviously really happy to be 
staying put.” 

The Blues were also involved with Anaheim regarding pending 
unrestricted free agent Hampus Lindholm, but he went to Boston for 
defensemen Urho Vaakanainen and John Moore, a 2022 first-round pick, 
a 2023 second-round pick and a 2024 second-round pick. After the trade, 
Lindholm agreed to an eight-year, $52 million extension with the Bruins. 

Other possibilities were Seattle’s Mark Giordano, who went to Toronto 
along with Colin Blackwell for two second-round picks (2022 and 2023) 
and a third-round pick (2024), and Philadelphia’s Justin Braun, who went 
to the New York Rangers for a third-round pick (2023). 

Why didn’t the Blues make any of those deals? 

Armstrong addressed Lindholm earlier, sort of, saying the Blues didn’t 
want to give up a first-rounder for a rental. Perhaps they didn’t want to 
sign the 28-year-old defenseman to a long-term deal, which is what he 
desired, or perhaps he didn’t want to sign in St. Louis. 

But what about Giordano? Was it the fact that the Blues didn’t have a 
second-round pick this year, giving it to the Rangers in last summer’s 
trade for Pavel Buchnevich? 

Speaking in general terms, Armstrong said, “Usually my experience is, 
teams aren’t hung up on what year they get their pick, whether it’s this 
year or next year. It might be the fit; it might be a kicker added on. But 
there are a lot of things that go on, on every deal. A lot of it is cap-
related. A lot of it is futures. There’s a lot of moving parts on every deal. I 
guess, yeah, you probably don’t know everything we’re working on 
behind closed doors.” 

Meanwhile, the Blues didn’t add a fourth-line player either, as many 
expected they would. Plenty were moving around. Anaheim’s Nicolas 
Deslauriers went to Minnesota for a third-round pick (2023). Detroit’s 
Vladislav Namestnikov went to Dallas for a fourth-round (2024). San 
Jose’s Andrew Cogliano went to Colorado for a fifth-rounder (2024). 

Armstrong said the Blues’ options are internal. 

“We’ve seen a little bit of an uptick with (Alexei) Toropchenko and 
(Mackenzie) MacEachern right now,” he said. “When you’re dollar in, 
dollar out, you pick the player and you tell me his salary and then you 
can do the math on who would have to leave to get that done. This isn’t 
an infinite number of dollars to spend. Would you like to improve in 
different areas? You sure would, but when you’re at the cap, you have to 
deal with the reality of the space that you have.” 

Which is part of the reason the Blues parted with Sundqvist, a big part of 
their 2019 Stanley Cup team. 

Leddy, who will be a UFA this summer, has a cap hit of $5.5 million this 
season. The Red Wings retained 50 percent of his cap hit in the deal 
($2.75 million), and with the Blues including Sundqvist in the deal, his 
$2.75 million AAV offsets Leddy’s entire cap hit. 

The other part of the reason for moving Sundqvist was his health. He had 
knee surgery for a torn ACL and operations on both hips last year and 
was playing nowhere near 100 percent this season. In 41 games, he had 
just four goals and 15 points and was shut down for a couple of games 
recently to get some rest. 

Sundqvist also turns 28 on Wednesday, and even if he does get back to 
being himself again, would the Blues want to re-sign him after next 
season? Probably not, but they’ve appreciated what he gave them. 

“Sunny’s been one of my favorite players, quite honestly,” Armstrong 
said. “He’s always got a smile on. I’ve always enjoyed being around him. 
A really good player. Always going to have a great memory here as a 
Blue. (But) you have to create space to make these deals, and also the 
role he was playing on our team, he wasn’t in our group of nine this year 
and (has) a $2.75 million cap hit. We have to make sure we’re spreading 
that out in ways that we can put a top team on the ice. 

“But all in all, obviously Oskar Sundqvist is going to be remembered 
fondly here, on and off the ice. I wish him nothing but the best on the ice. 
Health-wise, I wish him speedy recoveries from the surgeries that he’s 
had. I think he’s going to be a good player for a long time, and this 
organization was better having him part of it than before he got here.” 

Without Sundqvist, the Blues have approximately $10.6 million in 
projected cap space in 2022-23, which doesn’t include a possible $1 
million increase in the cap ceiling. 
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“Our focus is on the rest of this year, but we’ve cleared up some cap 
space for next year,” Armstrong said. “We have some young players that 
we think are coming. By not going in with multiple first-round picks or first 
and seconds and a lot of future assets, we do have some ammunition to 
play with if we decide to at the draft or free agency.” 

Though Armstrong did balance the here and now with the future, is the 
focus still really on this season? Some would argue that his lack of action 
shows a lack of confidence in the Blues’ chances this season. 

“We’re sitting here second in the division, third in the conference, and the 
question you gave me acts like we’re an awful team,” Armstrong said. 
“We have a good team. We’re not playing particularly well right now, and 
we have to get through that, but I believe the guys are going to get 
through that. 

Jeremy Rutherford is a senior writer for The Athletic covering the St. 
Louis Blues. Jeremy is in his 14th season covering the team, after 
spending a dozen years as the club’s beat writer for the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch. He is the author of "Bernie Federko -- My Blues Note" and "100 
Things Blues Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die" (2014). In 
addition, he is the Blues Insider for 101 ESPN in St. Louis. Follow 
Jeremy on Twitter @jprutherford. 
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NHL trade deadline pressure rankings 

 

Sean McIndoe17-22 minutes 21/03/2022 

 

I love trade deadline day. I hate writing the power rankings on trade 
deadline day. 

I mean, what’s the point? Rankings are always ephemeral by nature 
because a few good or bad games can change perceptions significantly. 
But today? I can rank your team somewhere because their blue line isn’t 
good enough, and they may have addressed that by the time you get 
around to reading it two hours later. Today should be wild, which is great 
for everyone except me when I’m writing this. 

So before we get to the maybe-already-obsolete top and bottom five, let’s 
kick it off with a different ranking: My list of the 10 teams under the most 
pressure to do something big today. 

10. Dallas Stars: It feels like the decision has been made on sticking with 
big names like John Klingberg and Joe Pavelski, and the standings say 
that could be the right call. But they’re slumping now, so maybe Jim Nill 
needs to rethink things. It would be a genuine game-changer for the day 
if he did, but it feels so unlikely that the Stars crack the top 10 (but only 
barely). 

9. Edmonton Oilers: I’m ranking them this low because they’re more 
comfortable thanks to their win streak, and they’re doing everything short 
of renting out billboards reading “We won’t do much.” Still … I mean, 
you’re really going to stay the course in goal? That’s the plan? If you say 
so. 

8. Nashville Predators: It’s decision day on Filip Forsberg, and it remains 
a tough call. Keeping him for the stretch run and a possible playoff 
appearance shouldn’t be out of the question, but David Poile’s phone 
probably rings a few times today with offers. How much would it take for 
him to pull the trigger? 

7. Chicago Blackhawks and Minnesota Wild (tie): Yep, we’re squeezing 
in extra teams. This just feels like the fit for Marc-Andre Fleury, maybe 
the last remaining one, and it’s getting weird. Now the question is 
whether they can make it work. Hawks GM Kyle Davidson is in full 

rebuild mode, and letting the reigning Vezina winner walk to UFA status 
would feel like a missed opportunity, although that’s largely up to Fleury 
(and Davidson already getting two firsts from Brandon Hagel will turn 
down the pressure at least a bit). As for the Wild, they sure seem to think 
they need an upgrade in goal, the team has cooled off, and cap 
armageddon is coming next year. If not Fleury, who? 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs: Before yesterday’s Mark Giordano deal, they 
probably would have ranked number one, thanks to the Lightning, Bruins 
and Panthers all landing key pieces. Giordano will calm the “DO 
SOMETHING” brigade for Kyle Dubas, but at last check was neither a 
goaltender or a middle-six forward, so you figure there could be another 
piece coming. Cap room will be an issue, but with Petr Mrazek clearing 
waivers today and Travis Dermott in Vancouver, they might be able to 
work something. 

4. Colorado Avalanche: Much like the Leafs, they’re under big pressure 
to have a long run in the postseason. Joe Sakic has already landed Josh 
Manson and didn’t even pay all that much to do it. That means he still 
has a first and some other ammo to make a bigger deal. The question is 
whether anyone is left that will make a difference, or if the team is so 
stacked that they can risk standing pat. 

3. Washington Capitals: It’s kind of gone quiet on the goalie front lately, 
and maybe that’s because they’ve been winning for the last few weeks. 
But if anything, that stretch is a reminder that this team could be Cup-
worthy with the right breaks. There are only so many more shots at this in 
the Prime Ovechkin Era, and as good as Vitek Vanecek has looked in a 
few recent games, I’m not sure he’s the guy I want to trust with it (and I’m 
completely sure Ilya Samsonov isn’t either). If that was the only hole in 
the lineup, maybe you could say Vanecek is good enough and roll the 
dice, but there’s more to be done, and just a few hours left to do it. 

2. Winnipeg Jets: They’re not making the playoffs, and they have plenty 
available to sell. So far, they’re holding onto their cards. Sometimes that 
means prices go up for the teams that get squeezed. Sometimes it 
means disaster. Kevin Cheveldayoff used to have the reputation of a guy 
who didn’t like to deal, but he’s been better lately. Time to rip off the 
band-aid. 

1. Vancouver Canucks: They said they didn’t want to sell until they saw 
how the weekend played out. Well, after laying an egg against the 
Flames on Saturday and losing against the lowly Sabres last night, any 
question over whether or not to sell should be answered. There’s no 
more kicking the can down the road, you’d think — today is the day to 
make a call on Brock Boeser, Conor Garland, J.T. Miller and anyone else 
who isn’t already locked up for the long term. Flipping Travis Hamonic 
yesterday was nice work, but there’s far bigger fish to fry. 

You know what, I just realized that list is way too West-heavy. Maybe that 
makes sense, since that’s where the playoff race is, and many of the big 
East teams have already made big moves (Tampa, Boston, Florida) or 
might not need to (Carolina). Still, I’ll admit it looks weird. Ah well, this 
entire post will be obsolete in like eight seconds, no need to worry about 
it now. 

OK, on to the real rankings, and on to deadline day. We’re praying for 
you, James Duthie. I’ll be on live blog duty all day long with Other Sean, 
and you can find that right here. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

I really like the Hampus Lindholm trade for the Bruins; it feels like a good 
fit, even at a high price. 

In related news, I do not like the Hampus Lindholm extension. Shiny new 
toy syndrome, baby. It gets you every time. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (39-16-6, +33 true goals differential*) — It’s OK 
to admit you were extremely confused when you first heard the return on 
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the Hagel deal. Heck, there’s a reasonable chance you may not even 
have been completely sure who Brandon Hagel was. Two firsts for a guy 
with 30 career goals? Have the Lightning lost their minds? 

Clearly not, because they’re one of the smart teams, so let’s figure this 
out. This is obviously the same sort of logic that went into the Barclay 
Goodrow and Blake Coleman deals, with the Lightning paying a premium 
for a useful player on a cheap deal with term who’ll fit their system. 
Those other two moves worked out pretty well. Still … two first-rounders? 
At some point, the price is too high for the strategy, right? 

Yes, but I’m not sure that’s the case here. As I pointed out on Twitter, the 
Lightning also got back a pair of fourths from Chicago, and the gap 
between a late first and an early fourth isn’t as big as you might think. It’s 
certainly not nothing, and there’s some shifting of the draft years in the 
picks so things get a bit harder to predict. But this feels like the Hawks 
are getting a deal that sounds a little better than it really is (which is good 
for a rookie GM) while the Lightning get one that isn’t quite as expensive 
as it sounds (which is good because they’re good). 

All that said, even with Nick Paul also incoming, did the Lightning 
improve as much as the other three Atlantic playoff teams over the last 
few days? I’m not sure they did. 

4. Calgary Flames (38-16-8, +64) — Two shutouts in a week had me 
wondering if I’d cursed another team with a top-five spot, but Saturday’s 
easy win over what should have been a desperate Canucks team was a 
good sign. As always, Darryl Sutter is on top of things. More on him in a 
second. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (41-14-6, +57) — I said they might not need to do 
anything. That doesn’t mean they won’t. I’ve basically decided that the 
Jakob Chychrun rumors were all fake, but if they’re not then Carolina 
might make sense. Meanwhile, they looked fantastic against New York 
last night but still lost 2-0 because it’s the NHL. 

2. Florida Panthers (42-14-6, +76) —  This is what going all-in looks like, 
and I love it. When you haven’t won a playoff round in over 25 years and 
everything is lining up for a deep run, you don’t sit around worrying about 
draft equity or what your prospect pipeline will look like years down the 
road. The Aaron Ekblad injury scare hard the potential to change 
everything, but it sounds like he’ll be OK, so the Panthers are locked and 
loaded to be very dangerous. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (44-13-5, +70) — Darryl Sutter is not wrong. 

He’s also brilliant because he’s dumping a little extra pressure on a team 
that will already be under a ton at playoff time. Maybe I’m reading too 
much into it, but he even seems to subtly twist the knife on the whole 
“never make it out of the second round” thing by emphasizing that the 
Avs will be unbeatable in the opening round. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Vegas Golden Knights — I promised last week that we’d get 
to the Knights. But honestly, I can’t really believe this might be 
happening. 

There may not have been a single team that I was more sure about 
heading into the season, at least in terms of being a playoff lock. 
Colorado was loaded, but they’d changed goaltenders and the Central 
had a chance to be tough, so maybe you could at least conceive of a 
situation where they had a tough battle. The Lightning were going to be 
tired from two long playoff runs and the division was tough. The 
Hurricanes had done some weird stuff in the offseason and the Metro 
was solid. Everyone else had their flaws. 

But the Golden Knights? No way. The Pacific was obviously the league’s 
worst division, and the Knights were clearly the only good team in that 
group. Even if they struggled to something like 95 points, that still might 
win the division by ten. Sure, the Oilers could find their gear or maybe the 
Kings made a leap. Expansion teams are unpredictable, so who knew 
what the Kraken might do. Maybe the Flames would even make a 

miracle run all the way to wildcard status. The Golden Knights weren’t an 
absolute sure-thing lock to take top seed, because nothing is sure in 
today’s league. But make the playoffs? Yes, that was a guarantee. 

I know I’m not alone because when we did that preseason prediction 
contest that asked you to name sure-thing playoff teams, there were 
nearly 1,600 entries and just under 1,500 of you had Vegas on your list. 
That’s about 94% if you’re keeping track. You can’t get 94% of hockey 
fans to agree that the puck is round, but you were all on board with the 
Knights as obvious playoff picks. 

Oh, and that was before they added Jack Eichel. 

But somehow, here we are a few months later and the Vegas season is 
an 18-wheeler. It hasn’t gone over the cliff yet, but it’s sure been headed 
in that direction at a few points, and nobody’s been able to grab the 
steering wheel yet, and a five-game road trip that ended 0-5-0 was a 
complete disaster. That’s why Thursday’s win over Florida felt enormous, 
especially when it was followed by a strong effort against the Kings. They 
even got some rare good news on the injury front, when Jack Eichel left 
the Panthers game but was OK to play on Saturday. 

So yeah, those injuries. The team has been decimated by them, and 
while we’ve apparently all agreed that injuries are never an excuse, they 
can be an explanation. Still, they’ve got more healthy talent than a lot of 
teams, at least on paper. They just can’t score, as Jesse Granger 
explained on the podcast this week. A coaching change feels imminent, 
and Gerard Gallant got the pink slip for less than this, but it hasn’t 
happened yet. 

So, what should they do today? I have no idea. They can’t add anyone 
because they’re completely capped out, I think, even though I also 
believed that with Eichel and Alex Pietrangelo and they kept finding a 
way. All the injuries mean they could play LTIR games by shutting guys 
down for the year, but that only works when you feel comfortable about 
making the playoffs. This team isn’t close to that. 

It’s so bad that Jesse raised an idea that seemed unthinkable: selling. 
That would be a stunning turn of events, but if Robin Lehner is going to 
be out for any length of time then maybe it’s the best option. If so, it will 
just put an exclamation point on how wrong I was about this team. And 
how wrong 94% of you were, too. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

Yeah, the teams below are all pretty bad, but nobody took a worse L this 
weekend than this guy: 

5. New Jersey Devils (22-35-5, -36) — Their western Canada road swing 
led to three straight regulation losses, so we’ll nudge them ahead of the 
Sabres and Flyers after giving them a few weeks off. 

4. Ottawa Senators (22-35-5, -42) — The schedule served up seven 
straight games against bad teams (with apologies to Columbus), giving 
Ottawa a chance to stake their claim as a team that had crawled out from 
the bottom of the barrel. Instead, they’ve won two of six with the 
Islanders up next and lost Thomas Chabot for the year in the process. It 
doesn’t sound like there’s a ton cooking on deadline day now that Nick 
Paul is gone, so barring a surprise it looks like another stretch run of 
what’s become typical Senators hockey: The occasional surprise win 
against a good team, but nothing to seriously indicate that they’re 
anything but one of the bad teams. 

Also, they traded for Travis Hamonic for some reason. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (17-36-9, -78) — They wobbled this week but got 
back on track against Ottawa, and Cole Caufield is somehow up to 
second on the team in scoring. Today could still see a few moves, and 
this week they host the Bruins, Panthers and Leafs in a stretch that 
should at least give them a sense of how the Martin St. Louis version of 
the team stacks up against the Atlantic playoff teams. 
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2. Arizona Coyotes (20-38-4, -59) — Seriously guys, please trade Phil 
Kessel to a contender so my prediction can come true. 

1. Seattle Kraken (19-38-6, -63) — Even with a win over Detroit and 
points in three of four, the Kraken dropped to within a whisper of dead 
last in the standings over the weekend. With Giordano gone (in a deal 
that isn’t getting great reviews) among others and more deadline moves 
looming, the Coyotes surging and the Habs still looking feisty under a 
new coach, I’m betting Seattle gets there, meaning we welcome just the 
third team of the season to hold down the top spot in the bottom five. 

Not ranked: Chicago Blackhawks — I did not have “Brandon Hagel being 
in the middle of the deadline’s most interesting trade” on my preseason 
bingo card. Mostly because back then, I had no idea who Brandon Hagel 
was. 

I doubt I was alone. To his credit, Hagel’s had a strong season, albeit 
one where’s he’s shooting an unsustainable 22%. We covered the 
Lightning side of the deal up above, and they’re a smart team so they 
obviously see something here. But what does it mean for Chicago? 

On the surface, not much beyond “Kyle Davidson put an outrageous 
price tag on a good young player on a heater, and somebody else 
actually paid up”. It seems like solid work for a rookie GM, and an 
encouraging sign that he understands the scope of the rebuild task 
ahead of him. 

Then we heard from Jonathan Toews. 

Huh. That’s an interesting reaction from a captain, especially the part 
about how “reality sank in with that one”. From the outside, it’s tempting 
to look at the Hawks’ record and wonder how the players weren’t already 
aware of the reality of the situation, but we’re not in the middle of it, and 
we’re not wired the way these guys are. The team’s key veterans knew 
the rebuild was coming, but maybe they expected it to feel more like a 
reset and not a total tear down. 

King on motivating players now when the team is looking far ahead: "You 
can't just go out there and say, well, management doesn't want to win. 
We want to win, still. We want to put a solid effort in and compete. So it's 
up to them." 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) March 19, 2022 

Except it won’t be a total teardown if Toews and Patrick Kane stay, and 
that’s where the captain’s comments get really interesting. When asked if 
he wanted to be a part of a long rebuild, he basically punted. That’s not a 
no, and Seth Jones sounded more positive, so it’s important not to turn 
this into a bigger thin than it needs to be. But at the very least, the door to 
a Toews departure is cracked open. Presumably, that could apply to 
Kane too. Neither would happen today, but with one year left on each of 
their deals, the offseason could get very interesting. 

Would that be a bad thing for this team? It would be heartbreaking for 
Chicago fans, for sure, but sometimes the right moves are. It would 
certainly be a better outcome for Davidson than one or both guys leaving 
as UFAs in 2023. Both players have no-movement clauses, so none of 
this even gets off the ground if they don’t want it to. But on a day where 
we’ll see lots of trades both big and small, let’s not forget that the stage 
might be set for a blockbuster or two during the summer. 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers prove they can compete with best in West: 'We're 
right there' 

 

Mark Spector March 22, 2022, 1:48 AM 

 

DENVER — This was a good sign. A very good sign. 

The Edmonton Oilers lost a 3-2 overtime game in Colorado on Deadline 
Day, but that late Nate MacKinnon goal was the only negative on what 
was one the Oilers’ finest nights of the season. 

Perhaps their finest. 

“That shows that we can play with anybody, when we’re on our best,” 
said Kailer Yamamoto, who was a dynamo on Monday. “Anybody.” 

Yamamoto is a player transformed of late, with goals in five of his past 
six games, and he played like a young Theoren Fleury on Monday. By 
the time it was done, Mikko Rantanen, MacKinnon and an Avs teammate 
or two had gone out of their way to put an extra lick on the five-foot-eight 
winger who scored a goal, swiped a puck for a nice assist, and hit like a 
Smart car all night long. 

He gave back as good as he got. He thinks… 

“I’m not too sure. Hopefully I hit more guys, but I got hit quite a bit out 
there,” he chuckled post-game. “I mean, I’m trying to get under their skin, 
they're trying to get under mine. I think I got under there a little bit.” 

“He refused to be deterred by anything tonight,” marvelled head coach 
Jay Woodcroft. “He’s not the biggest man in the world, but he plays with 
a ton of heart. He is a smaller player, but he’s got a big trunk to him. So 
he’s willing to play inside the equipment and he hits hard. He gets under 
people's nerves just through work ethic.” 

This game was played at a pace seldom seen during the regular season, 
with enough contact to pass for playoff hockey. It was the National 
Hockey League’s best and perhaps most dynamic team versus a team 
featuring the league’s two leading scorers and a supporting cast that is 
showing signs of being able to properly support them. 

Edmonton and Colorado went at it at break-neck speed, toe to toe, with 
an Avalanche defensive corps that has seldom been so physical and a 
group of Oilers forwards who just kept getting up off the mat and giving it 
back. 

“We played well, we played hard,” said defenceman Cody Ceci. “I think 
maybe we took one too many penalties.” 

It was the first meeting of the season between Connor McDavid’s and 
Nathan MacKinnon’s teams, and the first time these two have locked 
horns in 845 days. Much has changed, especially with a Colorado lineup 
that is a genuine Stanley Cup favorite, a roster littered with world-class 
players. 

“They’re all great players, and they’ve definitely all evolved and gotten 
better over the years,” Ceci said. “I haven’t played against them in a 
couple of years. So yeah, it was good to see how competitive they are 
now and get a chance to play against them.” 

Even better when you prove to yourself that your game stands up against 
Colorado’s. In a game where the Avs were likely a tad better than 
Edmonton, they also got huge breaks on all three goals to win. 

“We were dialed in. I was pleased with the way we competed,” said 
Woodcroft, whose team is 5-0-1 in its past six games and moved another 
point ahead of the Vegas Golden Knights on Monday. “I don't think we 
gave up a five-on-five goal (just 16 shots 5v5) tonight, and the first two 
goals went in off people’s bodies. 

“We’re right there against the team that’s leading (the) NHL (in) points, in 
a tough building.” 
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Tyson Barrie nicely blocked a Rantanen pass while killing a penalty in the 
first period, but the puck returned right to Rantanen’s blade and he had 
half a net to shoot at for a 1-0 lead. With the score 1-1, Rantanen’s 
power-play shot hit Darnell Nurse and popped over Mike Smith for 
another bad-bounce goal. 

Then in overtime, the pesky Nazem Kari deftly pulled Nurse’s helmet off. 
Nurse had to bolt for the bench, and watched helplessly while Cale 
Makar fed MacKinnon off a two-on-one for the winner. 

The breaks beat the boys on this night, but they’ll come back Edmonton’s 
way if they continue to play this well, guaranteed. 

“That was fun — probably one of the funnest games I’ve played in the 
NHL,” said Yamamoto, who had a goal, an assist and three minor 
penalties.. “It was quick. It was fast. Lots of plays being made. Good 
game. Tough we didn't get the win but take away a lot of positives from it. 

“That’s got to be how we play in the playoffs.” 

Edmonton pulled to within a point of second-place Los Angeles, with a 
game in hand in the Pacific. The game they put out there on Monday will 
be difficult to replicate every night, but a reasonable facsimile will reap 
points om more nights than not. 

And it should be said, Smith delivered his second consecutive flawless 
performance, a good sign on a team that is built around a goaltending 
tandem. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.22.2022 

1239410 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade Deadline Blog: Six takeaways from an 
interesting day of deals 

 

Rory Boylen March 20, 2022, 9:46 PM 

 

The NHL trade deadline has passed and all the moves have been made. 

Hope you enjoyed following along with our blog for the day. Check out 
how it all unfolded, and what the six major takeaways were from an 
interesting day in the NHL. 

Toronto’s GM Kyle Dubas did have a pretty good trade season. Mark 
Giordano was a huge get for the blue line and he’ll help fill out a pretty 
good-looking top-four when Jake Muzzin returns. The news that Rasmus 
Sandin has a knee injury that required him to go on LTIR doesn’t help, 
though.  

And getting Colin Blackwell for the third line was a nice piece for the 
Leafs as well. He’s going to help their spirit, their fight and their defence, 
which this team has struggled with in the playoffs before.  

But, in the end, Dubas’ Maple Leafs career may hang on Jack 
Campbell’s health and capability now. Toronto will walk past the deadline 
with Campbell, Petr Mrazek and Erik Kallgren as their three goalies 
despite very troubling recent trends. Campbell is still out with a rib injury, 
too.  

Toronto tried to get Marc-Andre Fleury, that much we know. They had to 
have done their due diligence on other options in this corner and the 
prices just didn’t feel right. But what happens if this Leafs team bows out 
in the first round again?  

They have the shakiest goaltending in the East right now and, no matter 
what else you do to improve your team, underwhelming goaltending will 
sink you every time.  

Wild had to go all-in 

$12.7 million. $14.7 million. $14.7 million. Those are the dead cap hits 
the Minnesota Wild will have on their books the next three seasons 
thanks to the Zach Parise and Ryan Sutter buyouts. They were tumbling 
in the Western playoff picture for weeks and GM Bill Guerin recognized 
this year could not be wasted. He had space, found a price he was 
comfortable with, and swung big on Fleury to fix his goaltending without 
giving up a first-round pick (unless they reach the Western Final).  

With a new goalie in, the Wild swapped out Kaapo Kahkonen to San 
Jose, a still-young 25-year-old who everyone else seems to like more 
than the Wild. In return, the picked up cost-effective Jacob Middleton, a 
physical blue liner who adds an edge that they needed on the back end. 
This, after acquiring Nic Deslauriers on Saturday, who will bring a 
physical aspect to the forwards.  

If Fleury steps up to the moment as he tends to do, it could be the move 
that saves Minnesota’s season and gives them a chance to upset a team 
like Colorado (or Calgary!) in Round 2. 

The Eastern Conference was full of big buyers, with the exception of 
Washington, Carolina 

So the Leafs made important adds. Boston got Hampus Lindholm over 
the weekend. Tampa Bay rebuilt its third line with Nick Paul and Brandon 
Hagel. Florida was the biggest buyer getting Claude Giroux, Robert Hagg 
and Ben Chiarot. The Penguins, at the wire, added the scoring winger 
they needed with Rickard Rakell. And the New York Rangers picked up a 
whole lot of effective depth with Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte and Justin 
Braun, following Frank Vatrano from last week. They’re going to be a 
tougher team to play now.  

Meantime, Carolina’s last-minute move was for Max Domi. Washington 
got Johan Larsson and Marcus Johansson.  

The Canes you can understand. They are a great team already and filled 
their biggest need — a No. 1 goalie — in the off-season. If the prices 
weren’t right, OK, this is a team that will contend now and into the future.  

Washington, though, did not get the veteran goalie it was after to support 
Vitek Vanecek. Eighth place in the conference, they also didn’t add a 
piece anywhere else that will match what was going on around them. Any 
team in the East has to be seen as a potential Stanley Cup finalist, but 
the Capitals may be a tier below all of them now.  

Special shout out here to the Atlantic Division, which is an absolute 
wrecking ball right now. There are going to be two very good teams out in 
the first round. 

Canucks have a lot of work to do this summer 

It was thought that two losses this past weekend could nudge the 
Canucks even further into the seller’s category, but ultimately the bigger 
deals they were rumoured to be exploring didn’t materialize.  

Tyler Motte was traded to the Rangers for a fourth-round pick and that 
was all the Canucks moved out. Brad Richardson was claimed on 
waivers for depth. And on Sunday they got younger by acquiring Travis 
Dermott from Toronto and sending Travis Hamonic to Ottawa for a 2022 
third-rounder.  

So, JT Miller, Brock Boeser and Conor Garland all stayed in town and, 
really, they didn’t have to be traded today. Miller is under contract for 
another season, Garland for three, and Boeser is an RFA. The Canucks 
still have an outside shot at the playoffs anyway, so let’s see where the 
goes.  

But don’t confuse their lack of moves today with any long-term 
commitment to this team. Whatever the Canucks do to open cap space 
or change over the roster will now happen in the summer. And you can 
expect something to happen there. This group will have its chance to 
make this last push together and then all bets are off.   

Seattle building out its hockey organization 
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The Kraken didn’t have the same early success as Vegas and also didn’t 
leverage their expansion draft to accumulate picks, which they took some 
criticism for in the media. But now that we see how far they are from what 
the Golden Knights achieved in their surprise first season, Ron Francis is 
very much leading into draft pick accumulation.  

Maybe this was the plan all along, and maybe not. But perhaps we need 
to wait a little before judging how the Kraken chose to start off building 
their organization.  

Seattle has 25 draft picks over the next two years, which gives them a lot 
of shots to find a gem, and even some trade assets if they so choose. 
This will be a long build, but we’re starting to see what the vision there is.  

Islanders think this season is an anomaly  

They could have traded Semyon Varlamov. They could have considered 
dealing away Anthony Beauviller. Zdeno Chara may have been an 
intriguing piece on the rental market. For an Islanders team that is way, 
way out of the playoffs, all selling options could have been on the table.  

Instead, GM Lou Lamoriello is betting that this season will not be 
replayed in 2022-23.  

It is an interesting wager to make. New York reached back-to-back third 
rounds in the playoffs before this season, which has been full of unique 
challenges, starting with the fact they didn’t play their first home game 
until Nov. 20.  

Not only did Lamoriello not make any trades, he re-signed Cal 
Clutterbuck and Zach Parise to run it back with.   

It was clear the Maple Leafs could have been players in the goalie 
market, but will move past the deadline with Jack Campbell (injured) Erik 
Kallgren and Petr Mrazek who passed through waivers. Harri Sateri, 
signed Sunday, was claimed by Arizona. 

So, rumours leaked that the Leafs had interest and had inquired about 
Marc-Andre Fleury's availability in Chicago. Over the weekend, a report 
surfaced that the Leafs had discussed packaging Fleury and Brandon 
Hagel from Chicago with Mrazek, a first-rounder and Matthew Knies as a 
potential return. After not engaging in the goalie trade market, Leafs GM 
Kyle Dubas spoke to the media Monday afternoon and was asked about 
his Fleury interest. 

"I'm disappointed that that conversation is public," Dubas said. "I've never 
had that before where the specifics like that have been made public. 
Frankly, it's probably (something) to ask (Hawks GM) Kyle Davidson at 
his availability." 

So, of course, Davidson was asked about it in his presser: 

"I'm aware of his comments and that's something I'll address in private 
with Kyle." 

Barn fight anyone? 

Fleury ended up gong to Minnesota on Monday for a conditional second-
rounder that could turn into a first. 

What was the most impactful trade? 

Sportsnet's panelists on the trade deadline show weighed in on the 
question: which deal was the most impactful of this trade season? 

Kelly Hrudey: "I'm going to say Andrew Copp. I think he's going to have a 
big impact on that Rangers lineup. He does so many things well they're 
already poised nicely for a playoff run." 

Jennifer Botterill: "I think Fleury to Minnesota is a big one in terms of 
what he adds for them both with his play but also the personality he 
brings. And I think Giordano was a huge addition to Toronto. I think 
Giordano for me is a really reliable, steady and determined player who 
can add a lot for them." 

Kevin Bieksa: "If the Ben Chiarot trade didn't happen before (Aaron 
Ekblad's regular season-ending injury), Florida would be in a tough 

situation. The price would go up, everybody would know how desperate 
they are. When Ekblad comes back they're going to be a great team." 

sportsnet.ca 

Players Lounge: Which team impressed the most at the NHL trade 
deadline? 

Caroline Cameron, Jamal Mayers, Anthony Stewart, and Colby 
Armstrong are in the Players Lounge to break down which teams they 
think improved the most at the NHL trade deadline 

Penguins make their upgrade with Rickard Rakell 

The Penguins needed some help on the wing and their top priority was a 
scorer who could play on the second line with Evgeni Malkin. While the 
top line is humming, Kasperi Kapanen's disappointing year left the team 
without a solid and consistent fit with Malkin. 

GM Ron Hextall did not want to trade a first-rounder -- regarded as a 
builder, he's running a franchise that has made one pick in that round 
over the past seven years. For the second year in a row, he didn't have 
to pay that price to get a productive player. 

Rakell, a former 30-goal scorer, hasn't been at that level in four years 
though it should be noted he's bounced back a little in this, his contract 
year. In 51 games he has 16 goals and will now suit up alongside one of 
the best centres in the league. 

Hextall made a great add last season by bringing in Jeff Carter for cheap. 
And now he's got Rakell for less than a first, though it is surprising that 
Zach Aston-Reese is on the move (along with a second-round pick). Still, 
big win for the Pens, who had to make a move to keep up with the other 
Eastern contenders and make another Cup run before Malkin, Bryan 
Rust and Kris Letang head in the direction of unrestricted free agency 
this summer. 

Penguins make their upgrade with Rickard Rakell 

3 

2 

While the Jets did make some minor adds (Mason Appleton, Zach 
Sanford) they still ended up sending pending UFA Andrew Copp to the 
Rangers, which seems to indicate they know playoffs are unlikely. 

New York has spent the day adding some players with skill sets that, 
traditionally, translate to the playoffs. Justin Braun was first, adding some 
muscle to the back end. Tyler Motte was a target from the Canucks. 
Andrew Copp is the best of the bunch. 

Copp spent his early career as a strong defensive forward and while he 
still has that skill, his offensive game has developed nicely the past 
couple of seasons, and he sits with 13 goals and 35 points in 56 games. 
He can play wing effecitvely as a complementary support scorer, or as a 
bottom-six centre who is 53 per cent on the draw. Underrated is a great 
way to describe Copp, who will either fill out a great new third line for the 
Rangers between Motte and Barclay Goodrow, or slot in on the second 
line at wing. 

The Rangers have the skill and the goaltending and have clearly focused 
in on other support elements at this deadline, but also back into the 
summer when they picked up Goodrow and some muscle in Ryan 
Reaves. They didn't need to make the biggest splash, so will these deals 
for depth put them over the top? 

Rangers building up playoff depth with additions of Copp, Motte 

Avalanche acquire Artturi Lehkonen from Canadiens 

If you were expecting the Avalanche to make a big-name acquisition you 
might end up being disappointed today. But if you're a fan of the team 
who just wanted them to get better this season, then you should be 
happy with today's move. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 22, 2022 

 

Colorado picked up Lehkonen from Montreal, a versatile player with 13 
goals and 29 points in 58 games this season. He was a valued piece of 
their Cup Final run last season too, notably scoring the goal that 
eliminated Vegas in the semifinal. The Habs would have been happy to 
keep him. 

But the return for Montreal was too good to pass up. Defenceman Justin 
Barron, the 25th overall pick in the 2020 draft, gives them another 
exciting young blue liner to move forward with. They'll also get a 2024 
second-round draft pick. 

Lehkonen, 26, is an arbitration eligible RFA this summer. Montreal 
retained half of his $2.3 million AAV for this season. 

Scout's Analysis on Lehkonen from Jason Bukala: 

Colorado gets a valuable, maybe under the radar in some circles, middle 
of the lineup forward. His ice time increased after the coaching change in 
Montreal and in a recent 10-game segment his offence spiked to six 
goals and two assists, but any offence he brings will be a bonus in 
Colorado and not a requirement. 

His 200-foot game is responsible. Quick to space. Open ice threat at 
times. Not a heavy or physical player. His hockey IQ affords the 
Avalanche flexibility. He can be used in all situations. 

Avalanche acquire Artturi Lehkonen from Canadiens 

Minnesota Wild beefs up its defence corps with Jacob Middleton 

While the Wild have still done well to limit high quality chances, there was 
a sense they'd want to add some beef and muscle to their blue line at the 
deadline. It's clearly an all-in approach for the Wild because, after 
acquiring Fleury to solve their goaltending, they used backup goalie 
Kaapo Kahkonen to get Jacob Middleton out of San Jose. 

"Big, strong, hard-nosed player," Jason Bukala said on Sportsnet's 
broadcast. "This guy's going to match up against any taker. He's going to 
be hard in front of his net, lean on people down low in his zone. He can 
play with a more transitional guy. This guy's going to keep the play in 
front of him. Great pick up." 

Interestingly, if Middleton doesn't play in at least 14 of Minnesota's 22 
remaining regular season games, he'll become a rare Group 6 
unrestricted free agent, rather than an RFA, this summer. 

Minnesota Wild beefs up its defence corps with Jacob Middleton 

Also of note: we wonder what this does for James Reimer's trade 
candidacy. He's been having a strong year for the Sharks and has a 
$2.25 million AAV that also runs through next season. With Kahkonen in 
the mix now, will the Sharks be any more inclined to find a new team for 
Reimer and sell as high on him as they can? May depend on what the 
potential returns are. They also have Adin Hill, 25, under contract for next 
season at $2.175 million. 

Why the Minnesota Wild brought in Marc-Andre Fleury 

Marc-Andre Fleury wanted to go to a contending team, and must hold the 
struggling Minnesota in high regard. 

Fleury was the best available rental goalie on the market, though his 
season in Chicago was a bit of a turbulent one. He had a slow start and 
recovered in the middle, but has an .888 save percentage again this 
month. 

But this is a player who steps up to the biggest moments. 

"He really needs to be in that situation where he can be a game changer 
in important games," Kelly Hrudey said. "I think Minnesota is in a 
situation where they feel they needed a bit of an upgrade." 

Why the Minnesota Wild brought in Marc-Andre Fleury 

The Wild have been sagging down the standings and starter Cam Talbot 
has allowed four goals or more in seven of his past 10 games. Kaapo 
Kahkonen, Minnesota's 25-year-old backup goalie, was moved to San 

Jose in a separate trade. Kahkonen has a .910 save percentage on the 
season, but is at just .871 this month and struggling alongside Talbot. 

While the Wild defence has still done well to limit high quality chances 
they are 9-10-1 since Feb. 1 with a team save percentage of just .876. 
Fleury will be tasked with stabilizing things and re-establishing the Wild 
as a contender. 

It had to be a year where the Wild invested in its team, given the crushing 
cap penalties that are on their way over the next three seasons from the 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter buy outs. 

The Blackhawks wanted to get a first-round pick for Fleury, while the Wild 
weren't willing to go that far without any conditions. The compromise? 
Minnesota is sending a second-rounder Chicago's way, but it will turn into 
a first-rounder if the Wild reach the Western Conference Final and Fleury 
records four wins total in the first two rounds. 

Scout's Analysis on Marc-Andre Fleury's fit in Minnesota from Jason 
Bukala: 

"The Wild acquire the best available goalie for this year's deadline. 
Athletic, ultra competitive, proven winner, champion. 

If you polled players in the league who have played with him they would 
universally state their appreciation for the teammate that he is. A leader, 
he makes the team better and lightens the mood in the room. Big win for 
the Wild." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Did Maple Leafs make a deadline mistake by not finding a 
goalie? 

 

Luke Fox March 21, 2022, 5:38 PM 

 

TORONTO – History will judge the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 2022 trade 
deadline the same way it judges so much in this unpredictable sport. 

Did the team get enough saves? 

Did the GM do enough to find them? 

Kyle Dubas did a fine job keeping up with the Atlantic Division joneses — 
the splashiest neighbourhood in town — when it came to bolstering his 
blueline. The GM added a competitive and inspired Mark Giordano plus 
Ilya Lyubushkin, both of whom prioritize keeping the puck out of their own 
net before putting it in yours. 

And he did so without surrendering a first-round pick or a Grade-A 
prospect, a crop weakened by the unfortunate news of Rodion Amriov’s 
health. 

When the deadline passed Monday, Dubas says he would've been fine 
trading a first-rounder for a valued asset with term but had little interest in 
doing so for a rental. 

“More so the prospects than the picks were important for us to keep,” 
Dubas said. 

How important was it for Dubas to keep Maple Leafs first rounder and top 
prospects? 

The executive also added versatile forward Colin Blackwell, a self-
described “energy bug” the Maple Leafs had previously tried to sign in 
free agency. The tenacious late-bloomer will spice up the competition for 
ice time in the bottom six and could cause some havoc on the forecheck. 
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What Dubas did not do, however, was find a goalie he liked for a price he 
could afford. That predicament is a self-inflicted one caused by guessing 
wrong and long on Petr Mrazek in 2021’s free agency. 

So, he’s hitching the fate of this goal-happy roster to Jack Campbell, who 
was practising solo again Monday and should be healed from his rib 
injury to make a strong stretch run. Dubas sees the timing of Campbell’s 
stepping away as a blessing, a chance to reset before what all involved 
hope is a deep run. 

“He's a competitor,” Dubas stated. “And he thrives when there's doubts, 
and he thrives when things get rocky. For me, being a goaltender here in 
Toronto, you have to have that quality — and he has it.” 

Let’s see. 

Despite his faith in Campbell, and last week’s nice-surprise showing by 
callup Erik Källgren, that did not prevent Dubas from exploring his 
goaltending options. 

Dubas reportedly considered a package deal with the Blackhawks to 
bring in forward Brandon Hagel and Vezina-winning goaltender Marc-
Andre Fleury but balked at a steep price that would necessitate parting 
with blue-chip NCAA star Matthew Knies in addition to first-round picks. 
(Hagel landed in Tampa Bay, Fleury in Minnesota.) Darren Dreger 
reported those details. 

“I’m disappointed those conversations went public,” Dubas bristled. “It’s a 
first for me that the specifics of that went public. That’s a question for 
Chicago and Kyle Davidson’s availability.” 

Dubas settled on a more creative and cost-effective alternative, signing 
KHL journeyman and recent Olympic gold medal winner Harri Säteri to a 
pro-rated $750,000 on Sunday. 

But when the Leafs tried slipping Säteri through waivers, he got scooped 
by the Arizona Coyotes, leaving Toronto with zero goaltending upgrade. 

“Didn't work out — much like a lot of the players we’ve put on waivers,” 
said Dubas, disappointed. “Since 2018 in the fall, we’ve had 11 guys 
claimed, which I think is double [any other team in the league]. 

“Probably a feather in our cap, but it hurts in moments like this.” 

The Leafs roll on with an injured Campbell, an unproven Källgren, and a 
version of Mrazek that none of the league’s other 31 clubs wanted for 
nothing. Not with that cap hit or that term. 

How do you sell faith in a goaltender after you give his starts to an AHL 
callup with no NHL experience and place him on waivers before the trade 
deadline? 

“If his belief started to waver, I’d be concerned,” Dubas said of the 
Mrazek move. 

The top line is rolling, the power play is fierce, and once Jake Muzzin 
(concussion) returns, the back end should be more balanced than ever 
with defencemen who enjoy defending. 

But fans’ concerns for the crease will linger, particularly with Tampa Bay, 
Boston and Florida showing stronger in that area. Among all playoff-
bound teams in the Eastern Conference, Toronto’s save percentage 
(.902) rates worst. 

“I know that the division looks ominous,” Dubas said. 

“And I think that's the best thing for us. It'd be great if it was easy, but I 
think how big of a challenge it is forces our group in the final stretch to 
get our game into order.” 

More important: Campbell must get his game in order. Because if 
Toronto needs to dig any deeper on its depth chart, the Leafs’ fate may 
already be sealed. 

One-Timers: Rasmus Sandin was moved to injured reserve, and a knee 
injury will keep him out for “the foreseeable future,” per Dubas. 
Giordano’s arrival for Wednesday’s game could not have come at a 

better time…. Expect Muzzin to play for the Leafs in the regular season. 
He’s ramping up for a return and cap space will not be an issue. “I think it 
would’ve been it would be unfair to a player of his calibre, and the way 
that he plays, to just tell him we don't have a space or whatever,” Dubas 
says…. Ondrej Kase is undergoing further testing as a precaution after 
taking a blow to the head Saturday in Nashville. “He’s doing really well. 
He’s feeling good,” Keefe says. “In fact, he himself was pushing to get 
back in the game [Saturday] night.”… Dubas did not sign any AHLers 
(i.e., Josh Ho-Sang) because he is saving contact slots for potentially 
bringing in Matthews Knies and/or Nick Abruzzese once their NCAA 
seasons are complete… 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames poised to battle Avalanche after Treliving's 
impressive pre-deadline work 

 

Eric Francis March 21, 2022, 6:48 PM 

 

Hours before the final buzzer went on a relatively pedestrian trade 
deadline day, ESPN analyst Ryan Callahan took a stance few outside of 
Calgary might subscribe to. 

Asked to compare the top two teams in the West, the retired forward 
gave the nod to the Flames over league-leading Colorado. 

“I think Calgary’s deeper,” he said. 

“I think they have more talent.” 

Given how far the Flames have ascended in the standings this year, 
deadline day is the perfect time to take stock of where they stand in 
comparison to Jared Bednar’s big boys. 

The two were both active leading up to the deadline, all with an eye on 
being talented and deep enough to beat the other, should it come to that 
in the West final. 

The Flames opened on Valentine’s Day with an arrow through the heart 
of their competitors, adding Tyler Toffoli in a deal that may very well 
stand as the league’s most impactful acquisition down the stretch. 

Colorado beefed up with Josh Manson and Nico Sturm before Brad 
Treliving plugged the Flames’ biggest hole with third-line centre Calle 
Jarnkrok. 

Touche. 

On Monday, both made depth moves. 

The Flames lost 37-year-old centre Brad Richardson to Vancouver via 
waivers before replacing him with Ryan Carpenter, who will play a similar 
role as a sporadic fill-in with six fewer years on his chassis. 

The Avs finished their shopping by adding third-line wingers Arturri 
Lehkonen and Andrew Cogliano. 

Despite their best efforts, the Avs weren’t able to use some of Gabriel 
Landeskog’s LTIR cap space to lure Claude Giroux or any other big fish, 
which may be just as well as Colorado's captain vows to be back before 
the playoffs following recent knee surgery. 

Bowen Byram returned to practice Monday, giving the club eight solid 
NHLers -- arguably the league’s deepest back end. 

They also have the world’s most prolific defenceman in Cale Makar. 

As good as the Flames blue-liners have been, they aren’t the Avs. 

Up front, the Flames are deeper, as they are in net. 
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Give Colorado the edge through 60 games, but give Calgary’s GM the 
win at the deadline. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Treliving admitted he was in the market for a defenceman Monday but 
was comfortable enough with his seven defencemen here, and a few in 
the minors, that he didn’t feel the need to force it. 

The Carpenter add, you can bet, had plenty to do with finding someone 
to replace Richardson, who was popular in the room, but was a healthy 
scratch the bulk of the season. 

“It wasn’t, ‘lose Brad and now we have to go get a guy -- we had talked 
about Ryan prior to that,” said Treliving of the 31-year-old centre who is 
another fourth-line option with playoff experience and 300 NHL games 
under his belt. 

“I would say once we knew Brad was gone it may have pushed us maybe 
a little bit more. 

And if we did nothing, we were comfortable with it. I think you have to be 
careful, too, of airlifting guys in just because it's trade deadline day. 

“Our team has done well, and we’ve added significantly to our team in 
the last month, and we’re happy with the way the day went.” 

The price tag on Carpenter was a fifth-rounder, which Chicago will use in 
2024. 

“Ryan fits the style we play, he’s a north/south player,” said Treliving of 
the six-foot, 200-pound undrafted righty who had playoff success with 
Vegas. 

“Excellent penalty killer, plays hard. He’s got some sandpaper to his 
game and he’ll fit in well with us. 

“The three players we brought in all have playoff experience, they’re all 
right shots, they all play different positions, they all fit how we play, so I 
think it gives us a lot of flexibility and gives Darryl (Sutter) and his staff a 
lot of options.” 

Those options were on display at practice Monday, where Sutter stuck 
with the revamped lines his club employed so successfully in a 5-2 win in 
Vancouver. 

Toffoli remained on the big line with Johnny Gaudreau and Elias 
Lindholm, while Matthew Tkachuk stayed with Mikael Backlund and 
Dillon Dube. 

Blake Coleman, Jarnkrok and Andrew Mangiapane rounded out a potent 
top nine that would be the envy of many around the league. 

“There’s options that I don’t think were there before,” said Treliving. 

“You look at Vancouver and put Chucky (Tkachuk) and Backs (Backlund) 
back together and, this is no slight to anybody, but a month ago if you did 
that there’s probably somebody playing above their skis a bit to play with 
Johnny and Lindholm. 

“It adds competition and gives some flexibility to Darryl and the staff.” 

Gives them plenty of swagger too, as the NHL’s best team the last seven 
weeks is significantly better, deeper and more dangerous than when they 
started this 19-3-3 run. 

“We like our team, and we have liked our team,” said Treliving, who also 
swapped minor-league goalie Michael McNiven to Ottawa for futures. 

“Today wasn’t about doing anything because we felt we needed to. I like 
the makeup of our team. I like the business-like approach of the team, 
they’re steady at the wheel. I like the chemistry of the group. They 
believe they’re a good team. There’s a good feel around it. I’m glad we 
could add to it.” 

Whether it’s enough might not be determined until/unless the Flames and 
Avalanche meet this spring. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators have busy trade deadline, bringing in Hamonic, 
three others, while shipping out three 

 

Wayne ScanlanMarch 21, 2022, 6:50 PM 

 

General manager Pierre Dorion had warned us about a "quiet" trade 
deadline, but the Ottawa Senators definitely made some noise Sunday 
and Monday. 

By the time the chips had settled, about an hour past the 3 p.m. ET 
deadline, Ottawa had brought in four players and three draft picks, 
shipped out three players and two picks, and made a key goaltender 
signing. 

Where to begin? With the new, three-year contract for goalie Anton 
Forsberg or the trading of Nick Paul to Tampa Bay? Whither Travis 
Hamonic, the new defenceman? And how about putting the "Sen" in 
Senyshyn, with the homecoming of Nepean’s Zach Senyshyn? Zach 
Sanford left for Winnipeg and Michael McNiven, with the final deal of the 
day, brings some goaltending depth. 

On Sunday, Dorion traded the popular and versatile forward, Paul, to 
Tampa Bay for a fourth-round pick (in 2024) and forward Mathieu 
Joseph, whom they hope can be a younger, faster version of Paul to play 
in the bottom six. As an added feature, Joseph is good friends with 
Ottawa defenceman Thomas Chabot. The two played junior hockey 
together with the QMJHL Saint John Sea Dogs. 

Also on Sunday, the Sens acquired defenceman Travis Hamonic from 
Vancouver, in exchange for a third-round 2022 draft pick (previously held 
by Vancouver). The Hamonic move sent Ottawa’s fan base reeling on 
social media (Dorion’s girlfriend told the GM to stay off Twitter), 
considering the player appeared in just 24 games this season and was 
previously available on waivers. But Dorion liked the timing of adding 
Hamonic’s experience. 

By Monday afternoon, Dorion had moved pending UFA defenceman 
Josh Brown plus a conditional seventh-round pick in 2022 to Boston for 
Senyshyn. Senyshyn was a first-round pick of the Bruins, and arrives 
along with a Bruins fifth-round pick in 2022. The seventh-round pick to 
Boston will become a sixth-round pick if Senyshyn appears in five or 
more games with Ottawa before the end of the season. Goalie McNiven 
was added for “futures” from Calgary because of Ottawa’s injuries in 
goal, and should allow Filip Gustavsson to play AHL playoff games for 
Belleville. 

Senyshyn, who turns 25 next week, has appeared in just 14 games for 
the Bruins since being drafted 15th overall in 2015. He has scored 19 
goals with AHL Providence this season and the Sens believe he has 
some upside. 

If he does anything with the Senators, Senyshyn represents a nice bonus 
return for Brown, expected to be moved for a late-round pick and little 
else. 

“He’s a local guy, and I don’t think he’s really had his chance (in the 
NHL),” Dorion said, adding that if Senyshyn plays well in Belleville, he will 
get to play in Ottawa, regardless of whether that causes the Sens to give 
up a sixth-round pick instead of a seventh. 

In his penultimate move of the day, Dorion sent forward Sanford to 
Winnipeg for a fifth-round draft pick in 2022. 
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Joseph, 25, is a pending restricted free agent and has arbitration rights, 
which would have been an issue for salary-cap-strapped Tampa, but 
Ottawa has plenty of room to fit Joseph into their payroll. 

The Sens perked up when they heard that Joseph could be available, 
Dorion said. 

“He’s a guy we’ve been looking at for quite a while,” Dorion said. “He’s 
someone that has great speed. He’s tenacious. I think he’s just 
scratching the surface.” 

On the fact that Chabot and Joseph are pals, Dorion noted that the Brady 
Tkachuk-Josh Norris friendship has turned out well for Ottawa, so maybe 
this one will, too. 

Hamonic, 31, a right-shot defenceman, is viewed by Dorion and his staff 
as a stop-gap measure until right-shot prospects Lassi Thomson and 
Jacob Bernard-Docker are ready to play full time in Ottawa. 

“(Hamonic) is coming here happy to play whatever role he’s going to 
play,” Dorion said. “He’s a guy that can make a good first pass. I think 
he’ll stabilize our defence, he’s still a very good skater. He’s not the 
player he was – and I think Calgary paid a high price to get him from the 
Islanders. Let’s not fool ourselves. But sometimes we don’t give chances 
to players – let’s give this guy a chance. He wants to prove how 
important a player he can be here, and whomever he plays with will be 
up to D.J. (Smith, head coach).” 

Hamonic has one year left on his contract that pays him $3 million in 
2022-23. While Dorion said he likes the player, and that all the pro scouts 
like the player, an important connection is Senators associate coach Jack 
Capuano, who had Hamonic in Long Island from 2010-17 when Capuano 
was head coach of the New York Islanders. Hamonic was a second-
round pick of the Isles in 2008. 

“He comes as advertised,” Capuano said, after the Senators practice on 
Monday. “He plays hard, with grit, he has that brotherhood mentality – 
anything he has to do for his teammate, he will do.” 

Capuano added that family is important to Hamonic, a father of two, 
including a daughter who has had health issues. Regarding his game, 
Capuano cited some sneaky offensive elements but is mostly a solid 
defender who could make him a good partner for a Chabot or Jake 
Sanderson on the left side. 

“He has some offensive creativity to his game, but he really takes a lot of 
pride in defending against top lines and he’s a right shot ... at the end of 
the day, he is a guy who is going to be reliable for the hockey team,” 
Capuano said. “And I think guys will be able to look up to him in how he 
takes care of himself off the ice, does charity work and gives back to the 
community.” 

On that score, Capuano described Hamonic as a person of strong 
character who will be a good mentor for Ottawa’s young defence 
prospects. Hamonic was put on waivers by the Canucks last October 
after missing training camp because of his vaccination status. He 
returned to the organization in November, fully vaccinated for COVID-19. 

Forsberg 'very happy' after signing three-year extension with Senators 

Forsberg extended 

Monday morning, the Senators announced that their “backup” goalie 
wasn’t going anywhere. Forsberg, a pending unrestricted free agent who 
was placed on waivers multiple times a year ago, deserves credit for 
earning himself a three-year deal at age 29. Forsberg will earn $2.55 
million, $2.95 million and $2.75 million for an AAV of $2.75 million. 

Signing in-house goaltenders to new contracts hasn’t always worked for 
Ottawa, as the files under Mike Condon, Andrew Hammond and Anders 
Nilsson would suggest, but the Senators didn’t have a lot of choice, given 
the uncertainty surrounding the oft-injured Matt Murray, penciled in as the 
starter and earning $6.25 million through 2023-24. 

Forsberg has appeared in 31 games this season (compared to 20 for 
Murray). By the numbers, Forsberg is 14-12-2 in 2021-22 with a 2.77 
goals-against average and .918 save percentage. Murray, currently on 
the injured reserve list, is 5-12-2, 3.05 and .906. 

“We just felt that Anton has brought a lot of stability to our net this year,” 
Dorion said. “We’re over .500 when he’s in the net.” 

Forsberg was an astute waiver pickup by Ottawa on March 21 of last 
year. 

“I didn’t think I’d be in this situation a year ago, especially moving around 
the way I did,” Forsberg said. “Obviously, I’m very happy to be here, and 
to spend another three years here,” 

Forsberg said he loves the team and welcomes the stability for his family 
– his fiance and two children, after living in hotels for the better part of 
two years. He also noted a great working relationship with Sens goalie 
coach Zac Bierk. 

From Dorion to captain Tkachuk and the coaching staff – everyone has 
raved about Forsberg’s work ethic on and off the ice as well as his strong 
play in goal this season. 

“It just goes to show, when you put in the work, you get rewarded,” 
Capuano said of Forsberg’s work in the weight room and on the practice 
ice. 

Paul goes to Cup contender on his birthday 

Paul, who will look to win a Stanley Cup with Tampa Bay this spring and 
sign a new deal somewhere in July, will be missed by players and fans. 
But what a 27th birthday gift he received: going to the reigning Cup 
champs. 

“He was a huge part of our team, a huge part of our locker room, 
community,” Tkachuk said. “He’s one of the best guys – a great 
teammate, but a better player. We wish him all the best and we’re 
definitely going to miss him. 

“With that being said, we’re excited about Mathieu and what he’s going to 
bring to our team and the Stanley Cup experience he has. It’s a tough 
day, you lose a great person, but we’re excited to have Mathieu here.” 

All in all, a pretty wild couple of days for the Senators with their roster. 

Dorion’s parting message: don’t judge this group now. Wait until next fall. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dermott deal not enough for a Canucks club in need of 
alterations 

 

NHL Highlights: Sabres 3, Canucks 2 (OT) 

 

VANCOUVER -- It is difficult to say if the Vancouver Canucks need more 
Travis Dermotts. But the National Hockey League team needs more 
change. 

For many weeks, president Jim Rutherford and general manager Patrik 
Allvin have been taking the measure of the team they inherited this 
winter, watching the Canucks and assessing strengths and weaknesses, 
while plotting a future. And for most of this time of observation, the 
Canucks they saw were surprisingly good. 

Vancouver went 21-8-5 after general manager Jim Benning and coach 
Travis Green were fired Dec. 5. But in the last week, just in time for 
Monday’s NHL trade deadline, the Canucks reverted to the slow and 
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sloppy team whose awful autumn led to the most sweeping regime 
change in franchise history. 

Sunday, the Canucks lost 3-2 in overtime to the Buffalo Sabres. The 
night before, they embarrassed themselves in the first period against the 
Calgary Flames, surrendering three early goals and losing 5-2. 

After working relentlessly for three months to play themselves back into 
the Stanley Cup playoff race, and then survive the race until they hit this 
seven-game homestand in mid-March, the Canucks finished their critical 
stint at Rogers Arena at 2-3-2, losing five of the final six games. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau said before the homestand that it was a chance 
to make hay in the standings. But the Canucks covered themselves in 
chaff by taking just four of the last 12 points available. 

“It was less than successful, I would think,” Boudreau said Sunday. “It's a 
little bit of a wound.” 

It would be reckless and shortsighted to make personnel decisions that 
could impact the Canucks for years on the basis of a disappointing 
homestand or a dismal weekend. But it’s as obvious to Rutherford and 
Allvin as it was to everyone who watched the Canucks in November that 
they’re not good enough. 

They need more speed, a better defence, a more efficient payroll and 
whatever is required to generate consistency and a professional 
readiness for each workday in the NHL. 

“As I said from the start here, we want to take the time to evaluate the 
roster and the players,” Allvin told reporters during a pre-game press 
conference. “I don't make emotional decisions after wins and losses, and 
this is just part of the process of getting younger and also creating some 
cap space here.” 

He was speaking both generally and, specifically, about his first trades 
earlier on Sunday. 

In his first deal as an NHL GM, Allvin convinced the Ottawa Senators to 
surrender a third-round draft pick -- originally owned by the Canucks 
before it was traded to Winnipeg, then Ottawa -- for enigmatic right-side 
defenceman Travis Hamonic. 

Allvin essentially made it a three-way deal when a couple of hours later 
he sent a different third-rounder to the Toronto Maple Leafs for 
defenceman Dermott. 

Time will tell if Dermott is as good as Hamonic, but we know he’s 
younger, cheaper and more reliable. 

Hamonic’s brief stay in Vancouver was encumbered by injury and 
vaccination issues that limited the 31-year-old to 24 games this season. 
The club was assured Hamonic would be vaccinated before the regular 
season. He wasn’t. When he finally showed up at the end of October, 
Hamonic was initially unable to cross the border due to his late 
vaccination. Hamonic didn’t play minor-league games as expected, and 
took longer than initially anticipated to return from a December injury. 

Dermott, by contrast, can’t wait to play for the Canucks. He sounded 
ecstatic Sunday to get another opportunity after his development stalled 
in Toronto, where he was once viewed as significant piece of the Leafs’ 
future. 

“Things happened in Toronto (in) a way that maybe I wasn't planning for 
it to happen,” he said. “But I think a new start for me right now is perfect. 
I'm super happy to be staying in Canada, that's for sure. And I also have 
some family out in B.C., so it seems like a perfect time and perfect place 
for me to be to get a little reset here.” 

Dermott is six years younger than Hamonic and, with a salary of $1.5 
million through next season, half as expensive. The salary-cap 
advantage alone of shedding Hamonic’s $3-million hit would have been 
worth a draft pick. But instead of paying one for some cap relief, Allvin is 
receiving a third from Senators GM Pierre Dorion. 

Big picture, this was a Travis upgrade for the Canucks. 

Little picture, Dermott is probably powerless to stop the Canucks’ sudden 
slide. 

The team looks spent -- as tired mentally as physically after sprinting for 
three months to catch up in the playoff race and treating each game like 
a must-win. 

Sunday against Buffalo, as in their homestand, the Canucks needed 
sharper focus and intensity. 

Repeatedly implored by Boudreau to be better at the start, Vancouver 
instead trailed 1-0 1:50 after the opening faceoff when Casey Mittelstadt 
was given an unguarded runway to use on a breakaway after a neutral-
zone turnover and bad line change. 

The Canucks managed to come back twice against the chronically weak 
Sabres on goals by J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat, but still lost in OT when 
Rasmus Dahlin cut past Horvat and shot from the slot under goalie 
Thatcher Demko at the 48-second mark -- before the Canucks even 
touched the puck three-on-three. 

The team now trudges back to the road for what could be a four-game 
funeral procession that starts Wednesday against the Colorado 
Avalanche, whose 7-1 win against the Canucks in Denver on Nov. 11 
started the final chapter of the Benning era. 

“We know it's a gauntlet of games, the next seven,” Boudreau said. “We 
know for sure that by the end of that, we'll know whether we've got a 
chance or we don't have a chance. You either embrace the challenge, 
and say: 'Bring it on, let's do it.' Or you fear it. I choose to embrace it 
because if you do get through it and you have success on it, then you've 
played the best teams in the West already and nothing should scare 
you.” 

The Canucks need help. And we don’t just mean on the road trip. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs stick with their goaltenders at trade deadline 

 

Mark Masters 

13-16 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs practiced at Ford Performance Centre on Monday. 
General manager Kyle Dubas addressed the media at Scotiabank Arena. 

Kyle Dubas is keeping the faith in Jack Campbell, Petr Mrazek and 
rookie Erik Kallgren after attempts to upgrade Toronto's goaltending 
before Monday's trade deadline didn't bear fruit.  

"We just didn't feel like there was anything out there for the prices paid 
that was going to make it worthwhile for us and make it work salary-
wise," Dubas explained. 

The Leafs signed 32-year-old Finn Harri Säteri on Sunday, but as a mid-
season pick-up from Europe he had to go through waivers. The Arizona 
Coyotes claimed the Olympic gold medallist.  

"It didn't work out much like a lot of the players we put on waivers," 
Dubas noted. "Since 2018 in the fall we've got 11 guys claimed. I think 
we lead the league by, like, double. It's a good advertisement for free 
agents to come up here, if players want to come to a place where they 
get lots of attention and get claimed. Probably a feather in our cap, but it 
hurts in moments like this." 

The Leafs also inquired about reigning Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who was traded to Minnesota on Monday. TSN Hockey Insider 
Darren Dreger reported that the Leafs and Chicago Blackhawks 
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discussed a deal that would've seen Fleury and Brandon Hagel come to 
Toronto in exchange for Mrazek, top prospect Matthew Knies and first 
round picks. The Leafs didn't feel comfortable dealing away so many 
futures.  

"I'm disappointed that that conversation is public," Dubas said. "I've never 
had that before where the specifics like that have been made public. 
Frankly, it's probably [something] to ask Kyle Davidson at his availability 
in Chicago." 

The Blackhawks general manager was indeed asked about it.   

After the deadline dust settled, the Leafs have the same tandem that 
started the season: Jack Campbell and Mrazek.  

Campbell's save percentage has cratered since the calendar flipped to 
2022. 

"It's not always been a straight path for Campbell," Dubas pointed out. 
"He's gone from being a star player at 16, 17 and with the US World 
Junior team to struggling at the OHL, struggling to find it as a pro, and 
the one thing about him is, he always finds a way to bounce back. He's a 
competitor and he thrives when there's doubts. He thrives when things 
get rocky and, for me, being a goaltender here in Toronto you have to 
have that quality and he has it." 

Campbell has missed the last five games with a rib injury. He hit the ice 
for a 30-minute session with goalie coach Steve Briere before Monday's 
practice.  

"You never want a player to get injured, but it may have come at a very 
positive time for him to get things stabilized and get ready to roll for the 
stretch run," Dubas said. "It was good to see him back on the ice the last 
couple of days … Looks like he's getting close so we're excited for that 
and excited by the way Kallgren has stepped up here in the interim. It's 
been a positive week on that front for us." 

Kallgren, a 25-year-old import from the Swedish Hockey League, made 
the first three starts of his National Hockey League career last week. He 
beat the Dallas Stars and Carolina Hurricanes before falling to the 
Nashville Predators on Saturday.  

Mrazek owns an ugly .884 save percentage this season and was placed 
on waivers on Sunday. He wasn't claimed.   

"It was done for salary cap reasons," Dubas said. "I hate to do that to 
anybody, but you have to do what you have to do to give the team the 
best chance to be as flexible as possible." 

Dubas signed Mrazek to a three-year deal last summer with an annual-
average value of $3.8 million.  

"The thing about Petr that is most impressive is, regardless of what 
anyone says or the way that things are going, he has a strong belief in 
himself," Dubas said. "It's not an arrogant way or anything like that, it's 
just he's been a good goalie in the league for a long time. If his 
confidence was starting to waver or his belief was starting to waver, I'd 
be really concerned ... If he had no record or a very short sample size of 
being a quality goalie in the league, I'd be more concerned." 

The Maple Leafs made no big splash in the net at the deadline and are 
betting on Jack Campbell making a turnaround once he returns from 
injury. Mark Masters has more on Toronto's options in net with the 
deadline in the rearview mirror. 

Dubas pulled off a big move on Sunday by acquiring defenceman Mark 
Giordano from the Seattle Kraken. Why was the 38-year-old an attractive 
option?  

"We still feel like he has a lot left to give as a player," Dubas said. "With 
his intelligence with the puck, his ability to move the puck up the ice, and 
his ability to defend, that is first and foremost. He is still a very quality 
player in the league. Secondly, it's just his competitiveness, the way he 
defends, his ability to play against good players still, play both special 
teams, and be versatile. All of the subjective leadership, experience, and 

competitiveness stuff is important, but first and foremost, we brought him 
in because we think he is a very good player." 

The move by Dubas created some extra energy around the rink on 
Monday.  

"For him to execute a trade of this magnitude and bring in a veteran 
player like Giordano, in particular, sends a message that he is serious 
and believes in the group," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He is doing what 
he needs to do to be able to keep pace with the teams in our division. We 
are in a very competitive division. Each of those teams has gotten better 
here. We are keeping pace with that, but at the same time recognizing 
that additional depth on defence was an area of need." 

"It sends a message that it's time to go," said defenceman T.J. Brodie. "I 
think it'll help us ... He's still got a lot left." 

Keefe plans to experiment with Giordano on different pairs down the 
stretch.  

"I would imagine probably how we start won't be what we go with all the 
way through," the coach said. 

Toronto Maple Leafs' GM Kyle Dubas discusses the Leafs' additions from 
the trade deadline, and Rasmus Sandin going on the injured reserve list 
due to a knee injury. Dubas also comments on Jack Campbell's injury 
status and what the Leafs' goaltending looks like for the rest of the 
season. 

The Leafs also acquired forward Colin Blackwell as part of the trade with 
Seattle.  

"Blackwell is an important addition, too," stressed Keefe. "He is a very 
versatile guy who plays with incredible energy. Last season and this 
season, he scored at about a 20-goal pace. There is some offensive 
potential. I have liked him a lot since coaching against him in the 
American League when he was in Rochester." 

Dubas actually tried to sign Blackwell a couple of times in free agency, 
but it didn't work out.  

"He can play both wings, but he can also play both special teams and up 
and down the lineup," Dubas noted. "The thing that has really impressed 
me over the last number of NHL stints with the Rangers, and more so 
with Seattle this year, is his tenacity and how hard he plays every single 
game. That was the thing that jumped out, especially when they moved 
him on to the penalty kill this year and he showed his value there."  

Blackwell has produced 17 points in 39 games this season. He scored a 
goal and added an assist during Seattle's loss in Toronto on March 12. 

"He is not just a pure energy, run-around, forecheck, pressure kind of 
player," Dubas said. "He can also make a lot of plays. He showed that 
against us earlier in the year. He has that component that lets us move 
him up and down the lineup. We are really excited about him. He is not 
tall [5-foot-9], but he is a very strong winger with great speed and 
tenacity. We are excited." 

Giordano and Blackwell will join the Leafs for practice on Tuesday and 
Keefe anticipates both will play in Wednesday's home game against the 
New Jersey Devils.  

'Talk about excitement': Blackwell relishing chance to play for Leafs 

Colin Blackwell can't wait to join his new team and he hopes to help out 
in any way that he can and provide for a team that he believes has a lot 
of firepower and a 'stacked' top two lines. Blackwell also spoke about 
what he believes he can bring to the team, describing himself as a 'late 
bloomer' and had high praise for Mark Giordano. 

Left-shot defenceman Rasmus Sandin suffered a knee injury during 
Saturday's game in Nashville. The 22-year-old Swede was placed on 
injured reserve and will be out for the foreseeable future.  

Ondrej Kase did not take part in Monday's practice, but is doing well in 
the wake of Saturday's scary injury in Nashville. The winger, who has a 
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history of concussions, was struck in the head by an inadvertent elbow 
and struggled to get off the ice.  

"The only real update is that he is doing really well," said Keefe. "He is 
feeling good. In fact, he was trying to push to get back into the game the 
other night. He is feeling good. It is really positive that way. The medical 
team is being cautious at this stage and making sure all is good, 
especially for Ondrej in his situation and what he has been through as it 
relates to these types of injuries. Everything to this point has been 
positive. We will just continue to assess him and take it from there." 

Jake Muzzin participated in another practice, but remains in a no-contact 
sweater as he works his way back from a concussion.  

"He looks good to me," Keefe said. "They still have him in a red jersey so 
he still has some things to go through — some of the tests they do for 
players coming off of concussion before they get cleared for full contact 
in games. He hasn't gotten to that point yet. I think that is getting close 
from what I am told, and then they will continue to ramp him up in terms 
of his workload and get him ready to get back in games." 

Muzzin has been out since Feb. 21. He also sustained a concussion on 
Jan. 15.  

The Leafs did not sign any of the Marlie players on AHL-only contracts, 
which means they won't be available to suit up in the playoffs.   

"We didn't want to use up our contract slots just to save them for the 
potential college players," Dubas explained. 

The Leafs have 48 players under contract, which is two short of the 
maximum. Harvard sophomore Nick Abruzzese and Minnesota freshman 
Knies are potential options to join the Leafs down the stretch.  

"They have bigger fish to fry than signing with us right now," Dubas said. 
"We just wanted to keep that option open. We don't want to put pressure 
on either. Neither is a senior. Both play at great programs. We want to be 
fully respectful of their process. We just wanted to stay flexible in case 
they are willing to entertain it. We didn't want to go to that part of the 
season — or however long that process takes for each player — and not 
have the ability to bring them in. We think a lot of both of them as 
prospects. No pressure from our end if both of them decide they are 
going to go back." 

The Leafs held a high-intensity, hour-long practice on Monday, which 
ended with a battle drill.  

"Those drills are great," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "With the 
way the schedule is now we don't get a chance to have practices like this 
very often, but they're really useful. It replicates game stuff. 
Competitiveness between teammates is always great." 

The Leafs enjoyed a day off on Sunday and don't play until Wednesday, 
which allowed Keefe to push the group harder than usual.  

"Probably not going to have much of it the rest of the way," he said of the 
practice. "It was nice to see the guys taking it serious."  

Things got pretty heated between a pair of Scarborough, Ont. natives in 
Wayne Simmonds and Michael Bunting. 

"That's how they do it in Scarborough," Keefe said with a smile. "That 
was great."  

Simmonds came over to tap Bunting on the pads after the drill wrapped.  

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl  

Muzzin - Liljegren  

Kivihalme - Duszak 

Kallgren  

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Finding value at the NHL trade deadline 

 

Travis Yost 

6-7 minutes 

 

The National Hockey League trade deadline is the last in-season 
opportunity for teams to make a material impact on their outlook. 

Buyers focus on the short term, eyeing prizes won during the NHL 
postseason. Sellers, on the other hand, focus a couple of years out, more 
hopeful that draft capital and salary cap flexibility will position them 
advantageously by the time they’re competitive again. 

For buyers, it is a razor’s edge to walk. Sellers know how significant trade 
deadlines are for teams in arms races, and even though they may be 
under pressure of their own (Philadelphia, for example, could not wait 
much longer on a Claude Giroux trade), buyers can ill-afford to lose out. 
This is where the NHL deviates from other North American sports 
leagues. For a variety of reasons, buyers operating in the NHL’s 
marketplace routinely overpay to chase the smallest margins of 
competitive advantage remaining. 

Whether or not these prices are appropriate will invariably be the subject 
of an off-season piece here. But right now, I want to focus on the players 
who are available, and which of those players may be a value find. 
Because even though the odds are stacked against buyers, we still see 
teams win these deals from time to time. (As an example: a month before 
the 2019-20 trade deadline, Vegas acquired future top-six centre 
Chandler Stephenson for a fifth-round pick.) 

One of the best ways to tease out value in relation to market perception 
is to trim volatility and acknowledge team-level effects. Teams, now more 
than ever, look at on-ice results to understand player impact. A player 
who has – in the short to medium term, anyway – benefited from uniquely 
great goaltending or shooting talent around him may not be as clean a fit 
with another organization. 

Conversely, a player whose production has been stung by porous 
goaltending behind him or weak shooting talent around him may look 
much better after a trade, even though those external factors tend to 
have a significant impact on the price to acquire a player. 

How would we apply this in practice? Let’s take the top 30 skaters (as of 
Sunday morning) from TSN’s Trade Bait Board, a hierarchy of players 
weighted based on likelihood of them being moved and implied value. 
Let’s also look retrospectively at their past two seasons, with a focus on 
on-ice impact. In this case, we will control both for the goaltending they 
realized, as well as the rate at which they beat scoring expectations 
offensively. 

How do we make sense of this? Let’s look at the extremes in Montreal’s 
Artturi Lehkonen and Seattle’s Carson Soucy as two examples. 

Lehkonen is an established bottom-six forward with muted offensive 
upside. This year withstanding, Lehkonen’s been able to keep himself in 
NHL lineups by playing with frenetic pace and being a very responsible 
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defensive option, perhaps a crown jewel of what a modern-era checking 
line would look like. 

He’s also an interesting player because amongst TSN’s upper-echelon 
Trade Bait Board types, he’s been the player most adversely impacted by 
his surroundings. Not only has Lehkonen played with similarly poor 
shooters, he’s also been crushed by shoddy goaltending behind him. If 
you look at the past few seasons, our expectations of the impact 
Lehkonen could have on a game are washed aside by these (mostly) 
external factors: 

That’s a shift our perception of Lehkonen. Lehkonen is, to some degree, 
contributory to his own on-ice shooting percentage woes. But a career 
nine per cent shooter, like Lehkonen is, should be enough to carry a 
fourth line. You can discount this however you deem appropriate. But by 
and large, Lehkonen should be about 12 goals better than what his 
numbers suggest. That’s no longer Lehkonen territory, it is Chicago’s 
Tyler Johnson (+11) or Calgary’s Mikael Backlund (+11) territory. 

Other side of the equation is Seattle defenceman Carson Soucy. Soucy 
has had a bit of a breakout year in his third professional season, playing 
alongside Jamie Oleksiak and Mark Giordano. Seattle’s numbers, 
particularly offensively, are blistering with Soucy on the ice. That’s an 
interesting dichotomy, since he’s the archetype of a hulking defender 
who is used aggressively on penalty kills and sparingly on power plays. 
At any rate, let’s look at Soucy’s last three seasons: 

What is this three-year outlook telling us? For starters, few players have 
seen more extraordinary shooting luck than Soucy. Soucy himself has 
just 13 goals on 153 shots (8.4 per cent), but his team has shot a 
whopping 10.5 per cent with him on the ice, juicing goal differentials in an 
extraordinary way. 

To put this in context, only 20 players around the league have a heavier 
on-ice shooting percentage than Soucy – think players like Washington’s 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos, and New York’s 
Artemi Panarin. 

Those players, by and large, have driven big offensive numbers. They 
are wondrous playmakers and gifted shooters. More importantly, they are 
forwards, and have a more predictable impact (in both directions) on 
something like shooting percentage. 

Even a generous interpretation of what Soucy could provide – clean 
transitions, the opening of passing lanes for shooters in the offensive 
zone, and on – could hardly explain why Colorado’s Cale Makar is the 
only other defender in his stratosphere. 

For a team like the Kraken, Soucy is the exact type of player you look to 
move on from if a trade manifests. The likelihood of Soucy’s future on-ice 
impact matching what we have seen in years past is quite low. And 
though it’s not a criticism of Soucy the player, the reality is luck has 
shined brightly on the 27-year-old blueliner. 

To that end, the Kraken front office has one job ahead of the deadline. 
It’s to make another front office believe Soucy is having this sort of 
impact, rather than just having some real good fortune over the past few 
seasons. 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline 2022 winners, losers: Contenders 
bulk up, but no goalie fix could hurt some 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The NHL trade deadline finished with a flurry. 

Even with a bunch of big moves during the weekend, there was plenty of 
activity before Monday's 3 p.m. ET deadline. 

Top available goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury moved to the Minnesota 
Wild, the New York Rangers improved up front and on defense, the 
expansion Seattle Kraken continued moving players for draft picks and 
Anaheim Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek made his fourth trade of a 
pending unrestricted free agent. 

With most of the top contenders making moves in the last week and the 
Calgary Flames adding Tyler Toffoli earlier, the playoffs should be highly 
contested. 

Including the moves leading in the final week, here are the winners and 
losers of the trade deadline. 

WINNERS 

Colorado Avalanche 

The only weaknesses on the Avalanche were grit on the blue line, 
faceoffs and penalty killing. Defenseman Josh Manson helps with both, 
and Monday, the Avalanche acquired forwards Artturi Lehkonen, Nico 
Sturm and Andrew Cogliano, who kill penalties. Sturm wins more than 50 
percent of his faceoffs. The Avalanche gave up top prospect Justin 
Barron, but this is their year to win.  

Florida Panthers 

Former Philadelphia Flyers captain Claude Giroux moves onto the top 
line in a bid for his first Stanley Cup. Defenseman Ben Chiarot played a 
key role in the Montreal Canadiens' run to the 2021 Final. Just as with 
last year, an injury to No. 1 defenseman Aaron Ekblad will play a key 
role, but general manager Bill Zito told NHL Network he believes Ekblad 
will be back for the playoffs. 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

The three-time Stanley Cup winner moves from the non-playoff Chicago 
Blackhawks to the contending Wild. The 2021 Vezina Trophy winner gets 
a chance to go on another run as he did when he helped take the Vegas 
Golden Knights to the semifinals last season. He's close to family in 
Chicago and he gets to work for general manager Bill Guerin, his former 
Penguins teammate.   

New York Rangers 

The Rangers had a lot of cap space available and it looked at first that 
they weren't going to do much after adding Frank Vatrano last week. But 
they made a flurry at the end by adding forwards Andrew Copp and Tyler 
Motte, plus defenseman Justin Braun. Their bottom-six forwards and 
defense are deeper and the team has more experience. The key is Copp, 
a highly valued two-way forward. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

GM Julien BriseBois continues to work salary cap magic. The team had 
lost its entire third line in the offseason, but he managed to add Brandon 
Hagel, Nick Paul and Riley Nash recently. With goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, defenseman Victor Hedman and a staple of talented 
forwards, the Lightning could win a third consecutive Stanley Cup. 

LOSERS 

Edmonton Oilers 

The thought was they needed to improve their goaltending, but they 
didn't. They added defenseman Brett Kulak and forward Derick Brassard, 
fine on its own for a team that has high-powered offensive players 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, but it might not be enough for a 
team that needs a strong playoffs after it was swept in the first round last 
season. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The pickup of defenseman Mark Giordano will help the power play and 
transition game. But the Maple Leafs, too, are having goaltending issues. 
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They signed Finnish Olympic gold medalist Harri Sateri, but had to 
expose him to waivers and he was claimed by the Arizona Coyotes. 

Wild goalie Cam Talbot 

The Wild were giving up loads of goals after the All-Star break, but Talbot 
had turned around his game recently. It will be interesting to see how the 
Wild split time between him and Fleury. The Fleury trade might have 
been more an assessment about backup goalie Kaapo Kahkonen, who 
had lost six in a row and was traded to the San Jose Sharks. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights made their big move in the fall by acquiring Jack 
Eichel but had to wait until he returned from neck surgery. He's playing, 
but the team is banged up, is up against the cap and barely in a playoff 
spot. They dealt Evgenii Dadonov to the Ducks in a bid to clear up cap 
space but later tweeted that there might be an issue with the trade. They 
can't really afford to have it rescinded. 

Lack of a bigger day 

Coyotes players Jakob Chychrun and Phil Kessel and other big names 
were mentioned as trade possibilities, but they stayed put. 
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USA TODAY / NHL trade deadline 2022 recap: A flurry of deals strike at 
the buzzer 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Once again, NHL trade deadline day arrived with a whole bunch of deals 
completed in the days beforehand. 

The Florida Panthers have acquired forward Claude Giroux and 
defenseman Ben Chiarot. The Colorado Avalanche have acquired 
defenseman Josh Manson and forward Nico Sturm. The Boston Bruins 
beefed up their defense by acquiring Hampus Lindholm, then signed him 
to a six-year, $52 million contract. The Toronto Maple Leafs countered by 
making a deal for defenseman Mark Giordano. 

But there was plenty of activity on Monday, including goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury going to the Minnesota Wild and the New York Rangers making 
moves at the buzzer. 

Here are deals and analysis from deadline day. Deals from earlier can be 
found here. 

Ducks-Golden Knights trade has issue 

In the deal, Anaheim got winger Evgenii Dadonov and a 2023 or 2024 
second-round pick and Vegas got injured defenseman John Moore and 
the contract of injured forward Ryan Kesler. This is likely all about 
clearing cap space to accommodate the Golden Knights' acquisition of 
Jack Eichel in the fall. But hours after the trade was announced, the team 
tweeted that it had become aware of an issue with the trade and was 
consulting with the league office. 

Hurricanes add forward Max Domi 

General manager Don Waddell says Domi is a good fit for the top nine 
forwards. He plays with an edge and is a playmaker. The Blue Jackets 
and Hurricanes had to get the Panthers involved (they retained part of 
Domi's salary, as did the Blue Jacke) to make the money work (see 
details below). The Hurricanes also gave Jesperi Kotkaniemi an eight-
year extension averaging $4.82 million a year.  

Oilers add defenseman Brett Kulak, forward Derick Brassard 

No goaltending move. The Canadiens receive a conditional 2022 
second-round pick, a 2024 seventh-round pick and defenseman William 
Lagesson for Kulak. The Flyers get back a 2023 fourth-round pick for 
Brassard. Fifty percent of both players' salaries are retained by the 
trading teams. 

Islanders re-sign two players 

Cal Clutterbuck gets two years and Zach Parise gets one year. The 
Islanders stayed pat at the deadline. This season could have been a 
fluke because of the long season-opening road trip and a COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Terms for the Andrew Copp deal 

The Rangers will give the Jets forward Morgan Barron, two 2023 second-
round picks and a 2023 fifth-round pick for Copp and a 2023 sixth-round 
pick. One of the second-round picks could become a first-rounder if the 
Rangers reach the Eastern Conference final. 

Rickard Rakell to Penguins 

The former 30-goal scorer's numbers dropped off with the emergence of 
the Ducks' younger players. That should pick up in Pittsburgh if he plays 
with Evgeni Malkin. Ducks GM Pat Verbeek ended up trading four of his 
unrestricted free agents. The Ducks will get forwards Zach Aston-Reese 
and Dominik Simon, goaltender Calle Clang and a 2022 second-round 
draft pick for Rakell. 

Tyler Motte goes to the Rangers 

A busy few minutes for the Rangers, who send a 2023 fourth-round pick 
to the Canucks for the forward. Motte is a high-energy player who will 
provide utility in their bottom-six forward group. Motte has seven goals 
and 15 points in 49 games this season.  

Rangers acquire Andrew Copp from Jets 

Rangers GM Chris Drury waited until almost the last minute to get one of 
the top trade candidates available, according to reports. Copp is a 
versatile forward who can play center or wing and help drive play for a 
team lacking those types of players. New York also has needed middle-
six forward help and Copp should fit in nicely there. Copp has 13 goals 
and 35 points this season in 56 games. No word yet on the return.  

Maple Leafs lose goalie to waivers 

The Maple Leafs had signed Finnish Olympic gold medal goalie Harri 
Sateri during the weekend, but he had to go through waivers first and 
was claimed by the Coyotes. Maple Leafs goalie Petr Mrazek, who has 
struggled recently, cleared waivers. 

Avalanche acquire Artturi Lehkonen from Canadiens 

He'll fit in well on the Avalanche's forward group and he's a restricted free 
agent. He also kills penalties, one of the areas where Colorado needs to 
improve. The Canadiens get back defenseman Justin Barron, one of the 
Avalanche's top prospects, and a 2024 second-round pick. 

Nick Leddy to the Blues 

Leddy's -33 rating with the Red Wings is a little unwieldly but he's mobile 
and can help a power play, plus has 121 games of playoff experience. 
That includes a Stanley Cup with the Blackhawks and back-to-back trips 
to the semifinals the past two seasons with the Islanders.  

Bruins acquire Senators defenseman Josh Brown 

A depth move. Brown is 6-5, 221, and averaged about 14 minutes a 
game with the Senators. Ottawa gets winger Zach Senyshyn, a former 
first-round pick who has played only 14 NHL games. The teams also 
traded lower-round picks. 

Marc-Andre Fleury trade to Wild officially announced 
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The Wild posted this and the Blackhawks tweeted about Fleury: "A 
special player. Thank you for everything." The return is a conditional first-
round pick. 

Here, from the Blackhawks, are the details on the conditions on the pick: 
"In the event Minnesota advances to the Western Conference Finals and 
Marc-Andre Fleury is the winning goalie of record in a minimum of four 
games in the first and second rounds combined, Chicago will receive 
Minnesota's first round pick in the 2022 Draft. In the event neither 
condition is satisfied or only one condition is satisfied, Minnesota will 
instead transfer their own second round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft." 

Justin Braun to the Rangers 

Justin Braun is a right-shot defenseman on an expiring deal. New York 
seemingly is set on the right side with Adam Fox, Jacob Trouba and 
Braden Schneider, so it will be interesting to see how Braun fits in and 
whether that means Schneider is out of the lineup or someone plays on 
his off side or another trade is coming. 

Wild, Sharks make trade 

As a follow to the Wild acquiring Marc-Andre Fleury, the Wild are dealing 
backup goalie Kaapo Kahkonen to the Sharks for rugged defenseman 
Jacob Middleton, according to Sportsnet. Kahkonen is a restricted free 
agent, which could free up the Sharks to trade goalie James Reimer. 
Middleton is the second gritty player added by the Wild after an earlier 
acquisition of Nicolas Deslauriers. 

Reports: Marc-Andre Fleury heading to Wild 

The Wild went through a stretch of goaltending woes this season, and 
Fleury has three Stanley Cup rings and two other trips to the Final, plus 
won the Vezina Trophy last season. He had a say in where he went, so 
he must have a lot of faith in the Wild and the vision of general manager 
Bill Guerin, his former teammate with the Penguins. The Athletic reported 
that backup goalie Kaapo Kahkonen will be traded in a separate deal. 

Coyotes, Jets make trade 

The Coyotes are acquiring the rights to Minnesota State and U.S. 
Olympic forward Nathan Smith from the Jets. He is a Hobey Baker finalist 
with 49 points in 34 games. Also heading to Arizona is the contract of 
Brian Little (two years left at about $5.3 million a year). Little hasn't 
played since the 2019-20 season because of a head injury. The Jets get 
a 2022 fourth-round pick. 

Capitals acquire Marcus Johansson 

Johansson, who played for the Capitals from 2010-17, was acquired from 
the Kraken, according to the Associated Press. He provides help for the 
Capitals, who have had a series of injuries in their forward ranks this 
season. The Kraken get back forward Daniel Sprong, a 2022 fourth-
round pick and a 2023 sixth-rounder. The Kraken are retaining 50 
percent of Johansson's salary. He's an unrestricted free agent this 
summer. 

Coyotes trade for Jack McBain 

The Coyotes gave up a 2022 second-round pick for the rights to 
unsigned Boston College center, who has 33 points in 24 games. He also 
played for Canada in the Beijing Olympics. The Wild had taken him in the 
third round of the 2018 draft. 

Senators re-sign goalie Anton Forsberg 

Anton Forsberg gets a three-year, $8.25 million contract, which takes him 
off the trade market. 

Bruins re-sign forward Jake DeBrusk 

Boston announced it has re-signed Jake DeBrusk to a two-year, $8 
million extension. He has asked to be trade, so could this signing be a 
precursor to a deal? 

Flyers could be quiet 

Philadelphia got its main business done by trading Claude Giroux to the 
Panthers on Saturday. Defenseman Justin Braun is set to be an 
unrestricted free agent. Also among the pending UFAs: forward Derick 
Brassard and defenseman Keith Yandle, both of whom who could be 
useful rentals. 

Coyotes to extend goalie Karel Vejmelka 

In what has been a dismal season in Arizona, Karel Vejmelka has been a 
rare bright spot. He has posted a .905 save percentage across 36 
games, but his performance since March 3 has been stellar with a save 
percentage over .923 in four of his past five starts. TSN's Darren Dreger 
says the pending restricted free agent will be signing a three-year 
extension with an average annual value $2.725 million. 

What's next for Winnipeg Jets? 

The Jets, sixth in the Central Division, have been a disappointment this 
season. But they have several players who could be savvy additions for 
playoff contenders. Forwards Andrew Copp and Paul Stastny are on top 
of that list; both are on expiring deals.  

What are some needs? 

The Bruins have been in need of a second-line center since David Krejci 
returned to the Czech Republic, but their decision to split up their top line 
has brought good results.  

The Washington Capitals have to decide whether goalies Vitek Vanecek 
and Ilya Samsonov can take them far in the playoffs. Plus, they're dealing 
with injury issues. 

The Edmonton Oilers' goaltending also is a question mark. Minnesota 
Wild goaltender Cam Talbot has turned around his game, but backup 
Kaapo Kahkonen has lost six in a row. 

The St. Louis Blues could use help on the blue line. 

The New York Rangers have plenty of cap space if they want to add to 
their offensive depth beyond their acquisition of Frank Vatrano. 

Who's still left? 

-Chicago Blackhawks goalie Marc-Andre Fleury is a pending unrestricted 
free agent, but he has a big say in whether he's dealt. 

-Arizona Coyotes forward Phil Kessel has two Stanley Cup rings. 

-Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun could bring a big return if dealt 
because he's 23 and is signed through 2024-25 at a $4.6 million cap hit. 

-Chicago's Calvin de Haan would add defensive depth. So would the Red 
Wings' Nick Leddy and Flyers' Justin Braun, who have been held out of 
the lineup. 

-Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk has requested a trade. 

-Islanders forward Cal Clutterbuck and defenseman Andy Greene were 
held out of the lineup Sunday, though coach Barry Trotz said it really was 
for maintenance. 
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