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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Tampa Bay Lightning for 3-2 win, end four-game slide 

By Chip Alexander 

The game ended with the players facing off en masse 
Tuesday, engaging in a tense team staredown near center 
ice for several moments. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had just beaten the Tampa Bay 
Lightning 3-2 at PNC Arena. In the final minute of regulation, 
Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov had put an open-ice hit on the 
Canes’ Sebastian Aho that left Aho down and staggered for 
a few seconds, Kucherov headed to the penalty box and 
everyone on the ice in a foul mood. 

A lot was said but no punches thrown after the game, when 
Kucherov lashed out at Aho and the teams quickly gathered 
for a faceoff. The Lightning finally accepted the loss, skating 
off slowly to their locker room, leaving the Canes (42-15-6) to 
stage their postgame Storm Surge celebration after ending a 
four-game winless slide. 

Playoff-type game? It surely had the chippiness of one. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour questioned a late-game 
cross-checking penalty to Jordan Staal, calling it a “phantom 
call” and adding “Jordan didn’t do anything.” Tampa Bay’s 
Mikhail Sergachev also was called for roughing on the play 
with 2:41 left in regulation, and Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
pulled goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy for an extra attacker and a 
five-on-four advantage. 

“That’s a power play and that’s what’s frustrating to me,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It led to all the chaos that happened in the 
last two minutes.” 

The “chaos” had the Lightning (39-17-6) pull within 3-2 on an 
Alex Killorn goal with one minute to play in the third. It then 
had Kucherov taking out Aho on the hit, Aho slowly getting 
back to his feet and shouting at Kucherov as Kucherov left 
for the penalty box with 26 seconds remaining. 

Soon, there was the “incident” after the game, as 
Brind’Amour called it. 

“I don’t know what to say about all that,” he said. “It’s just 
boys being boys, really.” 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen allowed two goals, both on 
redirections, in stopping 27 of 29 shots for his 31st victory of 
the season. Vasilevskiy faced 41 shots from the Canes, 34 in 
the final two periods. 

The Canes, without a power-play goal the past six games, 
had two in the second period. Martin Necas scored from the 
top of the right circle and defenseman Tony DeAngelo had a 
shot from the right point go off Sergachev and past 
Vasilevskiy for a 2-1 lead. 

“The power play was good,” DeAngelo said. “We’ve had a 
million of those chances on the last 15, 16 power plays (and) 
it just hasn’t gone in. When you’re playing a team like Tampa 
those need to go in and they did tonight.” 

The Canes continued to push the pace in the third, testing 
Vasilevskiy until Aho squeezed the puck past Vasilevskiy’s 
left pad at the post for his 28th and a 3-1 lead at 8:07. 

Then, the chaos. 

“There’s a good chance we can play against these guys in 
the playoffs,” Necas said. “It was a good game, a good 
atmosphere, as well. We still have 20 games to go, so we 
want to get on a (winning) streak again and get ready for the 
playoffs.” 

The Lightning, the Cup champions the past two years, added 
forwards Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul in trades in gearing 
up for the playoffs. It was Paul who had the first Tampa Bay 
goal Tuesday, rushing down the ice in transition to redirect a 
pass from Ross Colton. 

The Canes had a slow start, managing one shot in the first 
12 minutes after 44 against the New York Rangers in their 2-
0 loss Sunday. But after seven shots in the first period, 
Carolina had 20 in the second as Vasilevskiy allowed more 
rebounds than usual and the Canes had more chances. 

Sitting on the top level of PNC Arena was forward Max Domi, 
the Canes’ new “piece” after the deadline. He should get in 
the game game Thursday against Dallas. 
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Domi “super excited” about trade to Canes and former teammates happy to have him

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Martinook was with the Arizona Coyotes when Max 
Domi played his first NHL game. 

Domi, with the Coyotes, assisted on Tony DeAngelo’s first 
NHL goal. Domi also was the first to text and welcome Antti 
Raanta when the goalie was traded to Arizona. 

When Jesperi Kotkaniemi made his NHL debut with the 
Montreal Canadiens, Domi was his Habs teammate and the 
team’s leading scorer. 

Pro hockey can be such a small world, yes? The degrees of 
separation often feel so slight. 

Domi, 27, is being reunited with all those former teammates 
after his trade Monday to the Carolina Hurricanes. His coach 
will be Rod Brind’Amour, who once competed against Domi’s 
father, Tie, in some intense battles on the ice. 

“My dad was the most excited person on the planet when I 
got traded here,” Domi said Tuesday night at PNC Arena. 
“Around the league, the respect that Rod carries is second to 
none. 

“I’m super pumped. It was a crazy couple of days, definitely 
pretty stressful waiting to see what was going to happen. 
Obviously it all worked out and I’m super excited to be here. 
There’s no other team I wanted to go to.” 

Domi, who will wear No. 13 for the Canes, said he had a 
chance to quickly drop by the locker room before the Canes’ 
game against Tampa Bay. With a few players, he needed no 
introduction. 

“He’s one of the greatest guys I’ve met, a super nice guy,” 
Raanta said Tuesday. “Really competitive, and lot of skill 
there. I think when he gets into our system, I hope that he 
will find that game that he was playing when he was with 
Arizona. 

“There’s that potential. He can score goals, he can make the 
plays. He plays hard. Hopefully we can see that and it’s a 
fresh start for him, also. Hopefully we get those points and 
when the playoffs start we need that little grit on the ice and 
that’s for sure what he brings in. 

“We don’t need him to start fighting,” Raanta added, smiling, 
“but he will bring that little grit to the lineup for sure.” 

Domi will drop the gloves, if need be. The forward’s most 
recent fight was against Justin Holl of Toronto on March 7. 
He also traded blows with the Canes’ Nino Niederreiter last 
season. 

Domi joked that the scuffle with Niederreiter shouldn’t result 
in an awkward moment in the room with a new teammate, 
saying, “I’m getting used to that, unfortunately.” 

“It’s one of those things where I think everyone knows that 
I’m an emotional player. It just happens. Fighting is part of 

the game. There’s never any hard feelings. I think they 
understand that, too. It’s all good.” 

Brind’Amour said he was able to talk with Domi after the 
trade Monday. Domi should play his first game Thursday 
against the Dallas Stars at PNC Arena. 

“It has to be the right fit as far as his play, and we know what 
kind of player he is,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “We have to 
get him in the mix. The hard part that I always think about in 
bringing a player in at this time is learning our system and 
learning how we play, and that takes time. But we know what 
kind of player we’re getting.” 

Brind’Amour chuckled when asked if Max Domi, listed at 5-
foot-10 and 194 pounds, reminded him of his father, a short, 
tough-customer type who played more than 1,100 regular-
season and playoff games and had more than 3,700 penalty 
minutes. 

“Not really,” Brind’Amour said. “Two really different players, I 
think. (Max) has the intangibles, though. He’s hard to play 
against and gritty like his dad was, but he’s a kind of different 
player.” 

Domi put in his first three NHL seasons with the Coyotes 
after being their first-round draft pick in 2013. DeAngelo was 
called up in November 2016 and scored in his NHL debut 
against Colorado as Martinook scored twice — Domi also 
assisting on a Martinook goal. 

Traded to the Canadiens in June 2018, Domi was there for 
Kotkaniemi’s debut and rookie season. Domi had a career 
high 72 points in 82 games that 2018-19 season, scoring 28 
goals — the kind of production the Canes would like to 
believe he can come close to matching in their fast-paced, 
attacking system. 

“He’s a really speedy, skilled guy,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday. 
“He can play tough. You’re going to see him on the ice when 
he’s there — he’s that type of guy.” 

In other words, one usually is aware of where Domi is on the 
ice. 

“And he’s a great guy off the ice,” Kotkaniemi said. “He likes 
to talk a lot, he’s really social. It’s always good to have those 
kinds of guys around.” 

Domi’s offensive numbers dipped in his second season with 
Montreal and his 107 games spread over the past two 
seasons with the Blue Jackets. But coming to a team that 
leads the Metropolitan Division and is determined to have a 
deep Stanley Cup playoff run could quickly rekindle his 
competitiveness. 

“He seems super excited to come here,” Raanta said. 
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Power play lifts Hurricanes over Lightning 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — With the trade deadline in the rearview mirror 
and Carolina’s newest addition watching from the press box, 
the Hurricanes gave the NHL a little peek ahead to the 
postseason. 

From both an entertainment and result point of view, it was a 
satisfying look at the future. 

The Hurricanes first and second power play units scored and 
Sebastian Aho’s third period insurance goal proved to be 
necessary as the Hurricanes ended a season-long four-
game losing streak with a 3-2 win over two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay in front of 16,783 
Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

“There’s a good chance you could play against these guys in 
the playoffs, so it was a good game, good atmosphere as 
well,” said Hurricanes forward Martin Necas, who opened the 
scoring for Carolina on the power play in the second period. 
“We’ve still got around 20 games to go, so we’ll just try to get 
a little bit on a streak again and get ready for the playoffs.” 

After 20 minutes of feeling each other out, the Lightning and 
Hurricanes got right back to the playoff intensity of last year’s 
second round series. That meant fast-based play, skilled 
defense and post-whistle scrums. 

But there were two key differences between last year’s five-
game series and Tuesday’s game. First of all, Carolina 
goalie Frederik Andersen rose to counterpart Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s level to even the playing field in net. 

“In our opinion, Freddie’s been the best goalie in the league 
this year,” defenseman Tony DeAngelo said of Andersen, 
who made 27 saves. “The guys in New York probably say 
the same about Igor (Shesterkin), the guys in Tampa say the 
same thing about Vasy. But there’s nobody we’d rather have 
in the net than Freddie. He’s been unbelievable,” 

And the Hurricanes won the special teams battle. 

Carolina got on the scoreboard first when its second unit 
converted the team’s first power play of the night. 

With Tampa Bay down a man due to a too many men on the 
ice penalty, Necas snapped a shot from the right circle that 
beat Vasilevskiy for a 1-0 Carolina lead at 6:56 of the second 
period. 

It was the first point in six games for Necas and his second 
power play goal of the season. It was also the third of his 11 
career power play goals to have come on Vasilevskiy (38 
saves). 

“It would be nice if they would keep coming, especially 
against him,” Necas said. 

While Max Domi, the forward acquired by Carolina from 
Columbus on Tuesday, looked on at his new team from the 
fifth floor, Tampa Bay’s deadline day acquisition played and 
scored in his Lightning debut. 

Nick Paul, who was traded to the Lightning on Monday, 
carried the puck up ice and passed to Ross Colton, who 
threw the puck back toward a crashing Paul for a redirection 
and tie at 9:39 of the middle frame. 

But Carolina’s power play wasn’t done. 

After Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter drew a slashing 
penalty on Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos, the Hurricanes’ 
top unit converted when DeAngelo’s point shot got past a 
Vincent Trocheck screen and was redirected by Lightning 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev past Vasilevskiy for a 2-1 
Carolina lead at 13:55 of the second. 

The goal was DeAngelo’s 10th of the season, making him 
the 16th different defenseman in franchise history — and 
10th since the move to North Carolina — to reach double-
digit goals. 

“Like I said a few days ago, it hasn’t been bad,” DeAngelo 
said of the power play. “We’ve been moving it around. A 
couple of those goals tonight, we’ve had a million of those 
chances the last 15, 16 power plays. They just haven’t went 
in.” 

In all, Carolina outshot Tampa Bay 20-9 in the second period 
and carried play with 11 total high-danger scoring chances to 
the Lightning’s five. 

The Hurricanes added a needed insurance goal in the third 
period. 

After Seth Jarvis won a board battle to get the puck out of 
the Carolina zone, he rushed up the ice and beat Stamkos to 
a puck in the corner. He then avoided a hit from the Tampa 
captain and got to the front of the net. He deflected Jaccob 
Slavin’s point shot, and the puck went to Vasielevskiy’s left 
where Aho contorted himself enough to tuck the puck past 
the Lightning goalie’s outstretched pad for a 3-1 lead at 8:07 
of the third. 

The goal was Aho’s 28th of the season and Jarvis — who 
had also gotten a point on Necas’ goal — got an assist for 
the second two-assist game of his 49-game NHL career. 
After seemingly hitting a wall, the rookie now has four points 
in the last three games. 

“He’s getting better and better, and you can see he’s out 
there more and more because he’s figuring these little things 
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out,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Jarvis. “That’s the 
game. Just knowing how to play, knowing when you have 
opportunities to take those chances, when not to. That’s 
what a young guy’s gotta learn.” 

After matching minors were called on Jordan Staal and 
Sergachev, the Lightning’s Alex Killorn scored with a minute 
left on a de facto power play after pulling Vasilevskiy. 

The Lightning pulled Vasilevskiy again, but Nikita Kucherov 
was called for interference for a hit on Aho away from the 
puck. 

That brought the ice to a rolling boil, with Kucherov in the 
penalty box exchanging words with Aho. Then after the horn 
blew, Kucherov confronted Aho, leading to both teams’ full 
benches spilling into the neutral zone for anything but an 
end-of-series handshake. 

“No big deal,” DeAngelo said, “but it’s good that everybody 
came out there and stared at each for a little bit. All good.” 

Brind’Amour called it “phony toughness” and shrugged off 
any message-sending the Lightning may have been trying to 
do. 

“We’re about trying to win games, and that’s the message.” 

Notes: All 18 Hurricanes skaters had at least one shot on 
goal, led by Teuvo Teravainen’s five, and Carolina outshot 
the Lightning 41-29. Carolina reached 40 shots for the 13th 
time this season. … Tampa’s Brayden Point won 11 of 12 
faceoffs. … The Hurricanes have now won both games 
against the Lightning this season. The first was a 2-1 
overtime win on Nov. 9 in Tampa Bay. The Lightning will host 
the season series finale next Tuesday. 
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Recap: Canes' Special Teams Pave Way To 3-2 Win Over Tampa 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes snapped their first 
four-game skid of the season Tuesday, earning a 3-2 victory 
over the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Three Things: 

1) A Spectacular Special Teams Evening 

The first two goals of the night for Carolina came on their first 
two power play attempts, marking the 11th time this season 
they've scored multiple power play goals. 

Tonight's occurrence couldn't have come at a better time, as 
the man advantage units had been held off the score sheet 
for the last six games, snapping an 0-for-15 drought. Similar 
to his overtime winner against Tampa back in November, 
Martin Necas claimed the first tally with a well placed shot, 
and Tony DeAngelo earned his 10th of the season with a 
redirection in front to close out the second period. 

While those goals set the tone nicely for the group, the 
league's leading penalty kill was also needed, killing off a 
pair of attempts for the Lightning. Although they rank 15th in 
the league at the moment, any time the likes of Steven 
Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point and Victor 
Hedman are on the ice at the same time, it's a heightened 
threat. 

2) If Not For Vasilevskiy... 

As cliché as the saying goes, Tampa's netminder was the 
sole reason the Canes did not come away with a 6-1 or 7-1 
victory. 

The league's leader in wins (32), Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
ultimately wound up with 38 saves in the defeat, denying the 
Canes of several point-blank opportunities along the way. 
Per NaturalStatTrick, Carolina had 20 high danger chances 
over the course of the evening and the Lightning's #88 was a 
key reason the majority of them stayed out. 

3) See You Again Soon 

With 2:41 remaining in regulation Mikhail Sergachev and 
Jordan Staal were both tagged for matching minor penalties. 
That forced the game to four-on-four and with Tampa 
bringing Vasilevskiy to the bench in favor of the extra 
attacker, it essentially provided the Lightning with a power 
play chance - without Carolina having the ability to ice the 
puck. Sure enough, Tampa took advantage and made it a 3-
2 game with just under a minute to play. 

Then, in search of the game-tying goal, Nikita Kucherov was 
called for interference on Sebastian Aho, halting his team's 
comeback bid. 

When the Canes then killed the final 26 seconds, Kucherov 
approached Aho once again after exiting the box. It brought 
the two teams together for quite the scene at center ice, 
which is almost certain to carry over into the final regular 
season meeting between the two sides next Tuesday. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour when asked if it was relieving to earn a 
victory after the way the last few games had gone for the 
team... 

"Four of our last five games have looked the exact same, we 
just didn't get the result. We played really hard and we were 
able to cash in on the power play, which was the difference 
tonight." 

Tony DeAngelo touching on the power play and their 
success tonight, including his goal... 

"Power play was good. I thought we had good entries. Like I 
said the other day ago, I think the power play hasn't been 
bad, we've been moving it around. A couple of those goals, 
we've had a million of those chances over the last 15 or 16 
power plays, they just haven't gone in. When you're playing a 
team like Tampa though, those have to go in and they did. 

Frederik Andersen offering his take on what transpired at the 
end of the contest... 

"I don't know what was going on. The guys were just up 
there looking at each other. I think that atmosphere today 
just brings out a little extra in the guys. That intense crowd is 
just so cool to play in front of and yeah, I think the guys 
maybe get a little bit more tempered." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to hold practice Wednesday 
afternoon and then host the Dallas Stars on Thursday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 The Canes are now 11-0-0 when scoring multiple 
power play goals in the same game. 

 Newly acquired forward Max Domi did not play, but 
did meet with the media pregame. The plan remains 
for him to make his debut Thursday night versus the 
Stars. 

 20 of Carolina's 41 shots came during the second 
period. 

 Andersen finished with 27 saves in his 31st win of 
the season. 
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 Carolina now moves to 42-15-6 with the victory. 

 

 

Hurricanes hold off Lightning, end skid at four 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes got their first win 
in five games, 3-2 against the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC 
Arena on Tuesday. 

Martin Necas and Tony DeAngelo each scored a power-play 
goal in the second period, and Seth Jarvis had two assists 
for the Hurricanes (42-15-6). Frederik Andersen made 27 
saves. 

"Four out of the last five games looked the exact same, [but] 
we just didn't get the result," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We were able to cash in on the power 
play, which we hadn't been doing the past few games." 

Nicholas Paul scored in his debut for the Lightning (39-17-6), 
who have lost two straight and five of seven. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 38 saves. 

"The penalties hurt us and we spent too much time in our 
zone," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. "If you're going to 
spend time in your zone, it's tough to score." 

Necas gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 6:56 of the second 
period with a wrist shot from the top of the right face-off 
circle. 

"If you [see] a clear shot, you take a look at the goalie," 
Necas said. "Sometimes I feel like it's even better if you 
shoot as quick as you can because the goalie can't read you 
as well." 

Paul tied it 1-1 at 9:39 on the rush with a redirection of a 
Ross Colton pass. Paul, a forward, was acquired from the 
Ottawa Senators on Sunday for forward Mathieu Joseph and 
a fourth-round pick in the 2024 NHL Draft. 

"In the first, I was thinking a little too much, but as the game 
went on I started feeling it out and getting more chemistry 

with the guys." Paul said. "Putting one in the back of the net 
was great. Good first start, but I have to build off that." 

DeAngelo put Carolina ahead 2-1 at 13:55 with a shot from 
the left point that hit the stick of Tampa Bay defenseman 
Mikhail Sergachev. The Hurricanes were 2-for-4 on the 
power play after going 0-for-15 in the previous six games. 

"[The power play] hasn't been bad," DeAngelo said. "We've 
been moving it around. We've had a million of those chances 
the past 15 or 16 power plays. … When you're playing a 
team like Tampa, those need to go in, and they did tonight." 

The Lightning were outshot 20-9 in the second period after 
outshooting the Hurricanes 10-7 in the first. 

"We played well in the first. We've just got to translate that to 
the whole game now," Tampa Bay captain Steven Stamkos 
said. "They had a better second period than we did. We got 
on our heels a little bit and just couldn't recover." 

Sebastian Aho pushed the lead to 3-1 at 8:07 of the third 
period. Vasilevskiy stopped a shot by Jarvis, but Aho kicked 
the puck from his skate to his stick and tucked it in at the 
right post. 

Alex Killorn cut it to 3-2 with 1:00 remaining when he 
deflected Victor Hedman's point shot in the slot. 

NOTES: It was the first of a four-game road trip for the 
Lightning. … Tampa Bay center Brayden Point won 11 of 12 
face-offs. ... Paul was plus-1 with three hits in 9:54 of ice 
time. … Hedman has scored five points (three goals, two 
assists) during a four-game point streak. ... All 18 Carolina 
skaters had at least one shot on goal, led by Teuvo 
Teravainen with five. … The Hurricanes are 27-1-2 when 
leading after the second period. … Carolina forward Max 
Domi, acquired Monday from the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
a three-team trade involving the Florida Panthers, did not 
dress. 
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Power plays carry Hurricanes past Lightning 3-2 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Martin Necas and Tony DeAngelo 
scored on Carolina’s slumping power play, and the 
Hurricanes stopped a four-game slide by topping the Tampa 
Bay Lightning 3-2 on Tuesday night. 

Sebastian Aho also scored for Carolina, and Seth Jarvis had 
two assists. Frederik Andersen made 27 saves for just his 
second win this month. 

“We played our game and it worked out,” Necas said. 

Nick Paul scored in his first Tampa Bay game and Alex 
Killorn closed the gap with 59.3 seconds remaining. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 38 shots, but the Lightning lost for the 
fifth time in its last seven games. 

“We got on our heels a little bit,” Tampa Bay captain Steven 
Stamkos said. “We’re kind of stuck in that rut right now.” 

The Hurricanes went six consecutive games without a 
power-play goal and then scored two of them within a seven-
minute span in the second period. Those accounted for the 
team’s first two goals. 

“I thought we had good entries. We moved it around good,” 
DeAngelo said of the power plays. “When you play a team 
like Tampa, those need to go in and they did.” 

Carolina improved to 11-0-0 when scoring multiple power-
play goals. 

“We were able to cash in on a power play which was the 
difference which we hadn’t been doing the last few games,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Necas scored at 6:56, giving the Hurricanes their first goal in 
more than five full periods and an overtime session dating to 
the second period Friday night. 

Paul got Tampa Bay even by redirecting Ross Colton’s shot 
9:39 into the second. 

DeAngelo regained the lead for Carolina when he took a shot 
from inside the blue line and it bounced off a Tampa Bay 
player. 

DeAngelo notched his first point in two games since 
returning from an 11-game absence because of an upper-
body injury. 

The Hurricanes went up 3-1 at 8:09 of the third when Aho 
controlled the puck with his skate before jamming it across 

the line as Vasilevskiy was a tad late in responding. Aho has 
a team-leading 28 goals. 

“The penalties hurt us and we spent too much time in our 
zone,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 

NECAS THE NEMESIS 

Necas has 10 points (five goals, five assists) in 10 regular-
season games against Tampa Bay across a two-season 
span.  

“It would be nice if they keep coming, especially against 
(Vasilevskiy),” Necas said. 

THEM AGAIN 

Other than a preseason game, this was the first visit for the 
Lightning to Raleigh since last June, when Tampa Bay won 
Game 5 to complete a playoff series with Carolina. The 
Lightning also won Games 1 and 2 on the road. 

The Hurricanes improved to 2-0-0 against Tampa Bay this 
season, with the final scheduled meeting next week in 
Florida. 

This game marked the first stop on a four-game trip for 
Tampa Bay. 

WELCOME ABOARD 

Paul, a left winger, joined the Lightning following a weekend 
trade with the Ottawa Senators. He scored 11 goals with 
Ottawa. 

“As the game went on, I started feeling it out and getting 
more chemistry with the guys,” Paul said. 

Cooper said of Paul: “I like what we saw. He’s going to fit in 
well.” 

The downside was that Paul was on the ice for both of 
Carolina’s power-play goals. 

Forward Max Domi joined the Hurricanes earlier in the day 
after a trade from the Columbus Blue Jackets on Monday. 
He wasn’t in the lineup, but that should come later in the 
week. 

UP NEXT 

Lightning: At Boston on Thursday. 

Hurricanes: Host Dallas on Thursday. 

 

 

 

Metropolitan leader Carolina and Dallas meet 
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Dallas Stars (35-24-3, fifth in the Central) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (42-15-6, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes host the Dallas Stars. 

The Hurricanes have gone 24-5-3 in home games. Carolina 
averages 8.9 penalty minutes per game, the seventh-most in 
the Eastern Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the team 
serving 68 total minutes. 

The Stars are 14-16-2 in road games. Dallas has scored 181 
goals and is ninth in the Western Conference averaging 2.9 
goals per game. Jason Robertson leads the team with 31. 

In their last meeting on Nov. 30, Dallas won 4-1. Roope Hintz 
scored three goals for the Stars. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 28 goals, adding 34 assists and collecting 62 points. 
Seth Jarvis has two goals and three assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

Hintz leads the Stars with a plus-18 in 60 games this season. 
Robertson has 11 points over the last 10 games for Dallas. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging 2.1 goals, 
3.4 assists, 3.2 penalties and 6.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up two goals per game with a .928 save percentage. 

Stars: 6-4-0, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.9 assists, four penalties 
and eight penalty minutes while giving up 3.1 goals per game 
with a .904 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day 
(undisclosed). 

Stars: Braden Holtby: day to day (lower body). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus every team's season in one word 

By Kristen Shilton  

The 2022 NHL trade deadline has come and gone, with a 
flurry of deals helping to shape the rush for the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

While we issue a new set of Power Rankings this week, we 
also distill the entire season to this point into one word for 
each of the 32 teams. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on March 16. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.754 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 23), vs. PHI (March 25), 
@ MIN (March 27), @ CGY (March 29) 

In a word: Electric. Nazem Kadri. Cale Makar. Nathan 
MacKinnon. The Avalanche are packed with top-end talent, 
skill and raw confidence that draws fans in -- and then out of 
their seats. Colorado is the league's live wire, always 
unpredictable and maybe a little scary (especially to 
opponents). 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.726 
Next seven days: @ MTL (March 24), @ OTT (March 26), @ 
TOR (March 27), vs. MTL (March 29) 

In a word: Dominant. Florida is no flash in the pan. The 
Panthers have won 40-plus games; have the league's 
highest goal differential; average the most goals per game; 
and boast an enviable depth of offense (now including 
Claude Giroux), a solid backend (now including Ben Chiarot) 
and an elite netminder (in Sergei Bobrovsky). Florida is all 
things. 

3. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.664 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 25), vs. BUF (March 27), @ 
PIT (March 29) 

In a word: Balanced. New York embodies that "even-keeled" 
cliché every other team loves. They get exceptional 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, of course, but otherwise, 
New York is just solid all around. The Rangers can score 

goals and defend against them well. Special teams are 
consistent. New York is physical but not irresponsible. It's a 
good equilibrium. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (March 25), vs. EDM (March 26), 
vs. COL (March 29) 

In a word: Entertaining. The Flames are fun to watch. They 
play a high-flying brand of hockey that's still defensively 
responsible, and the team's chemistry as a group jumps off 
the ice. Regardless of the final score, Calgary is always 
worth the price of admission. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.714 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 24), @ STL (March 26), @ 
WSH (March 28), @ TB (March 29) 

In a word: Dependable. Now, dependable is not boring. 
Dependable is knowing what you are and leaning into it. 
Carolina is sound. Until recently, it hadn't gone consecutive 
games without earning a point since November. The 
Hurricanes are good, and they show up that way each night. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.677 
Next seven days: @ BOS (March 24), @ DET (March 26), @ 
NYI (March 27), vs. CAR (March 29) 

In a word: Audacious. This is somewhat inspired by general 
manager Julien BriseBois, who gave up two (2!) first-round 
picks to acquire Brandon Hagel from Chicago last week. But 
why not? That's how Tampa rolls. Where other teams might 
hesitate, the Lightning strike. Who says no to a three-peat? 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.680 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 23), @ NYR (March 25), 
vs. DET (March 27), vs. NYR (March 29) 

In a word: Seasoned. The Penguins can handle adversity. 
This season alone, Pittsburgh has had key injuries pile up, 
COVID-19 outbreaks and extremely streaky scoring. Yet, it 
remains a top-10 team and legitimate playoff contender. Not 
much can phase this group. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.659 
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Next seven days: vs. TB (March 24), vs. NYI (March 26), vs. 
TOR (March 29) 

In a word: Resilient. The season started slowly for Boston. 
Brad Marchand has been suspended twice. Patrice Bergeron 
has been injured a few times. Tuukka Rask returned and 
then retired after just four games. A lesser team might have 
felt sorry for itself. The Bruins just kept climbing and are now 
knocking on the door of third place in the Atlantic. Impressive 
stuff. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.669 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 23), @ MTL (March 26), vs. 
FLA (March 27), @ BOS (March 29) 

In a word: Enigmatic. Ah, the Maple Leafs. Always 
something of a mystery. Does Toronto play down to its 
competition, or just prefer proving itself against top-tier 
teams? Time will tell. The Leafs have enough talent to be 
exceptional offensively every night, and Erik Kallgren's 
arrival in goal has offered a needed boost of confidence 
everywhere else. And adding Mark Giordano to the mix 
should help. But it's Toronto, all eyes will be on the Leafs. 

10. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.586 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 24), @ CGY (March 26), vs. 
ARI (March 28) 

In a word: Progressing. Man, there were some dark days for 
Edmonton this season. Mercifully, those feel further and 
further away. The Oilers' goaltending has been dialed in, the 
defense has been increasingly stingy, and their stars are 
starting to come out again. Racking up the wins lately 
doesn't hurt anyone's confidence, either. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.589 
Next seven days: @ CAR (March 24), vs. VAN (March 26), 
@ ANA (March 29) 

In a word: Exceeding. Whether it's the Stars looking like a 
playoff contender at times, or Jake Oettinger's emergence, 
or Jason Robertson's, or Roope Hintz's, or Joe Pavelski 
dominating up front ... Dallas is doing more than we thought. 
The team is finding its way, and the seasons to come look 
especially bright. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.637 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (March 24), vs. CAR (March 26), 
vs. VAN (March 28) 

In a word: Consistent. The Blues have flown under the radar 
despite being one of the Central Division's best all year. St. 
Louis doesn't have a lot of drama (other than Ville Husso 
unseating Jordan Binnington in net, perhaps). The Blues go 
about their business, don't hit too many rough spots and 
address issues as needed. Easy peasy. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.609 
Next seven days: @ VGK (March 24), vs. PHI (March 27), 
vs. OTT (March 29) 

In a word: Adaptable. These Predators can pivot. When the 
goals are coming, Nashville rides the wave. If the offense 
slows, it can buckle down defensively. Juuse Saros going 
from lights out to more mediocre? Nashville stays the course. 
Arguably no team has overreached like the Predators, and 
that success is all about being flexible. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.615 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 25), vs. NJ (March 26), vs. 
CAR (March 28) 

In a word: Puzzling. Washington is like your daily Wordle 
attempt: Sometimes, it looks easy; other times, the struggle 
is inexplicably real. Listen, the Capitals are a veteran group, 
and they've got a captain making history on the regular. The 
lulls Washington has gone through (especially in January 
and February) were strange -- but they always find the other 
side. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.639 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (March 24), vs. CBJ (March 26), 
vs. COL (March 27), vs. PHI (March 29) 

In a word: Striving. It's tough to sugarcoat this past month for 
Minnesota. At one point, the Wild had lost eight of 10 and 
seemed disconnected as a group. But a rough patch doesn't 
have to be defining. Minnesota has kept working to find its 
way back toward the early-season version of itself that blew 
past the competition. Marc-Andre Fleury should be a major 
help in that department, too. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 24), vs. SEA (March 26), 
vs. SEA (March 28) 

In a word: Surprising. Few thought Los Angeles would be 
among the Western Conference's elite teams this season, 
but it is. And similarly, few expected Jonathan Quick could 
still be an elite-level goaltender as frequently as he has 
been. The rise of L.A.'s young stars has helped too, and the 
sky's the limit for everyone from here. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.545 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (March 24), vs. CHI (March 26) 

In a word: Cursed. The Golden Knights must lead the league 
in most games missed by key players. Mark Stone is on 
LTIR. Robin Lehner is hurt. Brayden McNabb and Alec 
Martinez are sidelined, along with Max Pacioretty and Reilly 
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Smith. There's some Vegas luck happening for this team, 
and it ain't the good kind. But hey, at least Jack Eichel is OK! 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.547 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (March 24), vs. CBJ (March 25), 
vs. ARI (March 27) 

In a word: Unfulfilling. Winnipeg had such promise going into 
this season. On paper, all the pieces were in place. Then, 
COVID-19 and injuries hit and the poor play that followed 
took too long to overcome. Winnipeg hasn't stopped battling, 
but there's already a sense of unfinished business for a 
group with more potential. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.531 
Next seven days: @ COL (March 23), @ MIN (March 24), @ 
DAL (March 26), @ STL (March 28) 

In a word: Compelling. Struggling stars. Firings. Hirings. 
Rumors. Realities. The Canucks have gone in more 
directions than most scripted dramas. And now ... playoffs? 
Maybe? It seemed impossible in the fall. Today it feels like 
the next great plot twist this team's fascinating season 
deserves. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 23), @ SJ (March 26), vs. 
DAL (March 29) 

In a word: Emerging. The Ducks have put the NHL on notice: 
This team is coming. Anaheim's not quite there yet, 
evidenced by its recent struggles in losing nine of 11. But all 
eyes are on what's next for the Ducks. Josh Manson and 
Hampus Lindholm are gone. Trevor Zegras, Troy Terry and 
Sonny Milano are stepping up. Shades on, kids, the future 
looks bright. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.508 
Next seven days: @ EDM (March 24), vs. ANA (March 26) 

In a word: Processing. San Jose is the pinwheel on your 
computer screen trying to figure out what's next. The Sharks 
re-signed Tomas Hertl on a monster eight-year deal, and 
that's great. But, then what? Most nights it's clear there are 
gaps between San Jose and the league's upper-tier teams. 
It'll take more than Hertl to close them, and the Sharks just 
invested much of their limited money into his contract. So, 
how else will they help themselves get better? Stay tuned. 

22. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.516 
Next seven days: vs. DET (March 24), @ BOS (March 26), 
vs. TB (March 27), @ CBJ (March 29) 

In a word: Disappointing. This was supposed to be the 
Islanders' year. Literally every preseason prediction said so. 
But 13 away games to start the year went badly. COVID-19 
hit the team hard, and no one could stay healthy. And so, 
New York fell short of everyone's (and likely their own) lofty 
expectations. But there's always next year! 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.523 
Next seven days: @ WPG (March 25), @ MIN (March 26), 
vs. NYI (March 29) 

In a word: Turbulent. If you could just get rid of the middle of 
Columbus' season, it would be an entirely different story. 
Alas, going from a 12-6-0 start to a 6-15-1 run has some 
lasting effects on the standings. The Blue Jackets have 
picked things up since late January, and Patrik Laine is a 
superstar once more. But is it too little, too late? We'll find 
out. 

24. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.413 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 23), vs. WSH (March 25), 
@ NYI (March 27), @ CHI (March 28) 

In a word: Promising. Buffalo has leaned into this new, post-
Jack Eichel chapter. Tage Thompson and Rasmus Dahlin 
are having breakout seasons, and Alex Tuch and Peyton 
Krebs look like terrific additions. What's more, the Sabres 
have been collecting solid wins in recent weeks, over 
Minnesota, Calgary, Toronto (twice) and Vegas. All good. 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.468 
Next seven days: @ NYI (March 24), vs. TB (March 26), @ 
PIT (March 27) 

In a word: Verging. Detroit is oh so close. The Red Wings' 
current rookie class needs no introduction (if you don't know 
about Moritz Seider, well, what are you doing?), and 
improvements coming from throughout the organization had 
Detroit in the playoff picture for a minute there. Even when 
they're not winning, the Red Wings are competitive. There's 
a lot more to come. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.405 
Next seven days: @ TOR (March 23), @ WSH (March 26), 
vs. MTL (March 27) 

In a word: Stalling. When will New Jersey turn the corner? 
It's a good question that needs answering. The Devils aren't 
without talent (Jack Hughes, Nico Hischier, Dawson Mercer, 
etc.) but when will it come together? New Jersey hasn't won 
more than three games in a row all season, making it hard to 
truly find positive momentum. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.421 
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Next seven days: @ ANA (March 23), @ LA (March 24), @ 
VGK (March 26), vs. BUF (March 28) 

In a word: Direction. The Brandon Hagel trade struck a nerve 
in Chicago. If a 23-year-old forward like that isn't part of the 
team's future, who will be? The Blackhawks' have had an 
incredible run of success in the past decade. Where exactly 
this franchise is going feels more uncertain than before, 
though. Who stays? Who goes? There are more questions 
than answers with a month remaining in the regular season. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.349 
Next seven days: @ CGY (March 25), @ WPG (March 27), 
@ EDM (March 28) 

In a word: Developing. Yes, that was the Coyotes beating 
Colorado and Toronto in the same week this month. It has 
been a successful March all around for Arizona, where signs 
of the organization's continued growth have been on full 
display. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.405 
Next seven days: @ STL (March 24), @ COL (March 25), @ 
NSH (March 27), @ MIN (March 29) 

In a word: Deteriorating. There is no comeback without a 
setback. These Flyers are still firmly in the latter portion of 
that equation. Claude Giroux made his exit, and there are 
undoubtedly more changes to come. That's the best news 
Philadelphia could hope for. Fresh faces, fresh ideas, fresh 
results. The Flyers need to turn the page, fast, on a season 
that slipped away far too soon. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.389 
Next seven days: @ WPG (March 24), vs. FLA (March 26), 
@ NSH (March 29) 

In a word: Yearning. Some teams plan for a long rebuild. 
Others -- like the Senators -- fall into them by accident. 
Everyone in Ottawa is sick of being an afterthought. 
Fortunately, the Senators have built a strong foundation; now 
all they need is to stack success on top of it. There's always 
next year. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.359 
Next seven days: @ LA (March 26), @ LA (March 28) 

In a word: Learning. These are not the 2018 Vegas Golden 
Knights. Being an expansion team is actually hard, and 
Seattle is figuring that out daily. GM Ron Francis and 
company deserve some patience as they map out a fresh 
identity for the NHL's newest club. The massive haul of draft 
picks accumulated in recent days should help! 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.349 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (March 24), vs. TOR (March 26), 
@ NJ (March 27), @ FLA (March 29) 

In a word: Rebounding. It was out with the old (Marc 
Bergevin, Dominique Ducharme) and in with the new (Kent 
Hughes, Martin St. Louis) that put Montreal back on track. 
Cole Caufield is thriving. Nick Suzuki is motoring. Hughes 
made some terrific deadline moves that should pay off down 
the road. Injuries have been mounting, but that's neither here 
nor there. The Canadiens needed to end the season on a 
high note, and there's still time to do it. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Contenders and pretenders after NHL trade deadline 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we take a 
look at where each NHL team sits on the tier of Stanley Cup 
contenders and pretenders after the NHL trade deadline. 

Every team made some sort of a move over the past month 
or so to complete their roster (or sell off pieces of their roster) 
for the rest of the regular season and playoffs. With all of that 
completed, let’s take a look at how the league looks from the 
heavy favorites, to the contenders, to the pretenders, to the 
lottery teams. 

As has been the case for most of the 2021-22 NHL season, 
Eastern Conference teams dominate the top of the 
contenders list. 

Where does your team currently sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

The heavy favorites 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). The rich get richer. 
Already an insanely deep team, they added Artturi 
Lehkonen, Josh Manson, and Andrew Cogliano to round out 
their roster and will still be getting Gabriel Landeskog and 
Samuel Girard back for the playoffs. Loaded roster. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 2). Max Domi adds just a bit 
more offense to an already stacked roster at forward. As long 
as they keep getting the goaltending they are getting they 
should be a heavy favorite in the East. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 4). Not sure Brandon Hagel is 
the next Blake Coleman like so many think, but he is a good 
addition. The additions of him and Nick Paul add to their 
bottom-six and help their chances for another championship. 

4. Florida Panthers (LW: 3). Claude Giroux is a big addition 
at forward where they have one of the most powerful lineups 
in the league. But I am not sure about that defense after the 
additions of Ben Chiarot and Robert Hägg . They did not 
seem necessary. Or a good fit for the Panthers’ current style 
of play. 

The contenders 

5. Calgary Flames (LW: 5). Their big addition came a few 
weeks ago when they got Tyler Toffoli from Montreal, but 
then they went and added Calle Järnkrok and Ryan 
Carpenter to round out the forward lineup even more. 
Improved depth, great defense, great goaltending. They are 
the second best team in the West right now. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 6). Rickard Rakell is exactly 
what they needed for their second line, and Ron Hextall still 
got to keep his first-round pick. 

7. Boston Bruins (LW: 7). You can argue about whether or 
not it was smart to give Hampus Lindholm an eight-year 
contract extension, but he is a definite upgrade right now and 
they still have Jake DeBrusk (even if that is temporary). They 
did not get much in the way of forward depth, but this is 
going to be a nightmare first round matchup for somebody. 

8. New York Rangers (LW: 8). They did not hit an obvious 
home run at the deadline, but they did get some much 
needed depth and round out their roster and add some badly 
needed depth. Andrew Copp is the big addition here. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 9). Mark Giordano is a great 
add for the defense, but this goaltending situation makes the 
whole thing seems like a house of cards. 

10. Washington Capitals (LW: 10). Oh yeah, these guys. 
They are still hanging around. They might be the last playoff 
team in the East but they are very capable of making a lot of 
noise. Some solid depth additions at the deadline as well. 
The key will be Vitek Vanecek being the guy in goal. 

The solid playoff teams 

11. Minnesota Wild (LW: 14). Marc-Andre Fleury is probably 
looking forward to playing behind a team that will not leave 
him on an island every night. 

12. St. Louis Blues (LW: 11). Not sure if Nick Leddy moves 
the needle much for them as a defensive upgrade, but he 
could bounce back on a better team. The Blues have a great 
offense and Ville Husso has really solidified the goaltending 
spot. 

13. Nashville Predators (LW: 13). The big story here is who 
they did not trade (Filip Forsberg). There is still that pesky 
matter of getting him re-signed before he leaves for nothing 
in free agency, but I am of the belief that if you are a playoff 
team you do not sell. They did not sell. 

The bubble teams and pretenders 

14. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 12). Ultimately I think they get 
in, but the injuries are a little bit of a concern right now. 
Especially Drew Doughty‘s injury. 

15. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 16). They are in a better spot than 
they were a few weeks ago, but the lack of urgency and 
aggressiveness from the front office remains baffling here. 

16. Dallas Stars (LW: 15). They started the season with four 
capable NHL goalies and ultimately had to trade for more 
goalie depth. What a twist. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 18). They are in a lot of 
trouble here. If they do not have the salary cap space to 
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bring Mark Stone back their playoff chances might be cooked 
this season. They might be even with Stone. 

Better luck next season 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 20). This is not a bad team, 
and it has a better long-term outlook than a lot of people 
might realize. Cole Sillinger looks legit, and they have 
another likely top-10 pick coming this offseason from 
Chicago. Get Patrik Laine re-signed and they have 
something here. 

19. New York Islanders (LW: 23). By re-signing Cal 
Clutterbuck and Zach Parise the Islanders are very clearly 
saying that they think this season is a fluke and they will be a 
playoff contender again next season. They might not be 
wrong. 

20. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 19). This team still needs some 
game-changers on defense. 

21. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 17). They did not trade any of 
their big names at the trade deadline, but it is a good bet that 
not all of Brock Boeser, J.T. Miller, and Conor Garland are 
on the roster at the start of next season. 

22. San Jose Sharks (LW: 21). Re-signing Tomas Hertl 
indicates they believe they can return to the playoffs quickly. 
That seems like a challenge given the contracts on the 
roster. We shall see. 

23. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 23). It was smart to trade off all of 
their pending unrestricted free agents, and there is still more 
short-term hope here than there has been the past couple of 
years. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 26). The foundation pieces are in 
place. Now the pressure is on Steve Yzerman to add the 
right pieces and players around them. 

25. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 23). The most encouraging 
thing to happen this season is the realization that Cole 
Caufield and Nick Suzuki might actually be as good as they 
hoped once they started to play for a coach that knew how to 
utilize them. 

Still some long seasons ahead 

26. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 30). They have played better 
recently, but this is still a roster full of holes and core players 
and playing in absolute monster of a division. 

27. New Jersey Devils (LW: 25). There are some intriguing 
players here but this franchise just seems stuck in its current 
spot with no way out. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 28). They were right to trade 
Brandon Hagel for that return. There is no way this roster on 
opening night next season even somewhat resembles its 
current form. This is going to be a major, major rebuild. As it 
should be. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). Probably the most 
confusing team in the league right now. You get the sense 
they think they are closer to the playoffs than they actually 
are. That usually does not work out well. 

30. Ottawa Senators (LW: 27). This team trading for Travis 
Hamonic is without question the biggest head scratcher of 
the trade deadline. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). Not trading Jakob Chychrun 
was the right move. This is not the right time for that. 

32. Seattle Kraken (LW: 32). They did the smart thing by 
trading as many players they could for as many draft picks 
as they could. 
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NHL trade deadline 2022: Winners and losers from Monday's flurry of moves  

By Austin Nivison  

The NHL trade deadline has come and gone, and there were 
a number of impactful moves. Now, it's time to sort through 
all the deals and figure out which teams came out ahead and 
which ones were on the losing end. 

Stanley Cup contenders like the Colorado Avalanche and 
Florida Panthers decided to put all their chips on the table 
ahead of this trade deadline, and it worked out for both of 
them. On the other side of the counter, there was a pair of 
sellers that made out like bandits and really boosted their 
respective rebuilds. 

Not all teams can be big winners on trade deadline day, 
though. A few Stanley Cup hopefuls were not able to keep 
pace with the likes of the Avalanche and the Panthers, and 
they missed out on a chance to improve with a handful of 
weeks to go before the playoffs. Other teams got some of 
what they wanted but glaring needs remain. 

After a relatively busy 2022 NHL trade deadline, let's dive 
into the biggest winners and losers. 

Winner: Colorado Avalanche 

The Avalanche are very much in contender mode, and they 
were not afraid to spend at the trade deadline. The Avs may 
have missed out on the Claude Giroux sweepstakes, but 
they didn't panic. Instead, Colorado went out and added 
Artturi Lehkonen for a second-round pick and a prospect, 
and that was an impressive move. 

With the Montreal Canadiens, Lehkonen drove play on a bad 
team. With Lehkonen on the ice at five-on-five this season, 
Montreal controlled 55.39% of the expected goals. That was 
by far the best of any regular player on the team. Lehkonen 
should be a perfect fit in the middle six of the Avs' forward 
group. Add in the additions of Josh Manson and Andrew 
Cogliano, and Colorado has depth to go along with its elite 
talent. 

Loser: Nashville Predators 

Nashville failed to sign Filip Forsberg to an extension prior to 
the trade deadline and chose to keep him for the rest of the 
season. Now the Predators risk losing their franchise leader 
in goals scored for nothing in free agency. Once the season 
ends and lucrative offers on the open market get closer, it's 
hard to believe that Forsberg's price will come down after a 
career year. 

Beyond the Forsberg situation, the Predators made adding 
depth to their blue line a priority and they traded a second-
round pick for Seattle Kraken defenseman Jeremy Lauzon. 
Based on what Lauzon has shown to this point in his NHL 
career, it seems like Nashville overpaid at that price tag. 
Other solid options, such as Justin Braun and Troy Stecher, 
got dealt for less than what the Preds paid for Lauzon. 

Winner: Anaheim Ducks 

While some teams operated in denial that they needed to be 
a seller at the deadline, the Ducks leaned into that role and 
are better for it. In the week leading up to the trade deadline, 
Anaheim was able to add seven draft picks. Six of those 
were either first- or second-round selections. Additionally, the 
Ducks got a handful of prospects to add to their already 
strong farm system. 

Anaheim capped off its successful trade deadline effort by 
capitalizing on the Golden Knights' precarious salary cap 
situation. The Ducks might've even gotten Evgenii Dadonov, 
a strong playmaking winger, and a second-round pick for 
essentially nothing. That just depends on how the NHL and 
NHLPA work out Dadonov's bizarre no-trade clause 
situation. New general manager Pat Verbeek did very well 
for himself in his first trade deadline on the job, and the team 
is set up for success moving forward. 

Loser: Carolina Hurricanes 

A number of contenders in the Eastern Conference made 
notable moves to bolster their lineups for a playoff run. The 
Florida Panthers, Tampa Bay Lightning, New York Rangers, 
Pittsburgh Penguins and Boston Bruins all got better with just 
six weeks until the start of the postseason. The Hurricanes 
weren't able to counter those moves with a big acquisition of 
their own. 

Carolina managed to trade for Columbus Blue Jackets 
forward Max Domi, but that is not something that will move 
the needle in its favor against the conference's best. Domi 
will be a nice bottom-six forward for the Canes, but other 
teams made bigger splashes. Then again, Carolina was 
already a great team before the trade deadline, so perhaps 
not trying to do too much will work out this spring. 

Winner: Florida Panthers 

The Panthers got their man. Claude Giroux was the most 
coveted player at this year's trade deadline, and Florida 
managed to get him at a relatively low cost. According to 
multiple reports, Giroux's preference was to be traded to the 
Panthers, so that gave them the upper hand in negotiations. 
Florida took advantage of that leverage and managed to get 
a legitimate game-changer in its quest for a Stanley Cup. 

It is easy to quibble with the price the Panthers paid to get 
Montreal Canadiens defenseman Ben Chiarot, but given the 
position they're in now, overpaying at the trade deadline is 
easy to forgive. Florida is a top-three team in the league, and 
its championship window is wide open right now. You have 
to tip your cap to the Panthers for recognizing that and being 
aggressive this year. 
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Loser: Vegas Golden Knights 

Several teams around the Golden Knights in the Western 
Conference improved in one way or another. However, 
Vegas' salary cap situation probably made it difficult for the 
team to make any significant upgrades. For a team that has 
battled injuries all season and is fighting for a playoff spot, 
that is less than ideal. 

It's not just that Vegas failed to get better, like some of the 
conference's best teams, but it also had to trade away a 
valuable player because of its tight salary cap situation. The 
Golden Knights sent Evgenii Dadonov and a second-round 
pick to the Anaheim Ducks, assuming his paperwork didn't 
get screwed. Vegas still has the makings of a great team, but 
it needs to put it all together in time for the playoffs. 

Winner: Montreal Canadiens 

The Canadiens were a big seller ahead of the deadline, and 
they did pretty well for themselves in that regard. Over the 
last week, Montreal has been able to stockpile future assets 
by moving out four different players: defensemen Ben 
Chiarot and Brett Kulak, forward Artturi Lehkonen and 
goaltender Andrew Hammond. After being hired midway 
through the season, Kent Hughes became a big winner of 
this deadline. 

Following a Stanley Cup Final appearance last season, the 
Canadiens got off to a disastrous start in 2021-22 and it 
quickly became clear that the franchise had a long and 
painful rebuild ahead of it. Hughes put himself in position to 
really jumpstart that rebuild this summer by acquiring a first-
round pick, two second-round picks and a first-round pick to 
go along with a couple of decent prospects. 

Loser: Edmonton Oilers 

To their credit, the Oilers did manage to address a need at 
the trade deadline. Their blue line is a little thin and they 
traded for Brett Kulak of the Montreal Canadiens, who will be 
a stabilizing presence on defense. In that respect, Edmonton 
did get better for the race to the playoffs and beyond. 

That said, there is one glaring need that did not get 
corrected. 

There have been multiple stretches this season in which the 
Oilers' goaltending situation has tanked them, and the team 
didn't manage to improve before the deadline. Now, 
Edmonton will roll the dice with Mike Smith, Mikko Koskinen 
and Stuart Skinner as its options between the pipes. Based 
on what we've seen so far this season, that could be the 
Oilers' downfall this spring. 
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Stanley Cup 2022 odds: How NHL trade deadline moves have affected the betting market  

By Austin Nivison  

Many Stanley Cup favorites tried to move the needle in their 
favor with big acquisitions at the NHL trade deadline. 
Following those moves, Caesars Sportsbook has updated 
their 2022 Stanley Cup odds. 

There are a handful of clear favorites to win it all, and they 
only improved their chances by adding key pieces before the 
deadline. In particular, the Colorado Avalanche, Florida 
Panthers, Calgary Flames and Tampa Bay Lightning made it 
a priority to add some firepower ahead of the playoffs. They 
succeeded in that, and they look even more imposing now 
than they did before the deadline. 

There are also a few dark horses that are hoping to spring a 
postseason upset on the teams at the top of this list. For 
instance, the Toronto Maple Leafs and Pittsburgh Penguins 
made moves to give themselves a better chance at knocking 
off one of the NHL's elite. 

The 2022 NHL trade deadline paved the way for some 
intense playoff battles, so let's take a look at the latest 
Stanley Cup odds, courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook. 

Colorado Avalanche | +400 

The Avalanche came into the 2021-22 season as the 
favorites to hoist the Stanley Cup, and not much has 
changed. Colorado is currently 45-13-5 and 17 points up in 
the Central Division. The Avs rank 10th in the NHL in 
expected goals share at five-on-five, and even that doesn't 
really capture just how dominant they have been. With the 
acquisitions of Artturi Lehkonen and Josh Manson, the 
Avalanche added to an already scary lineup. Colorado has 
all-world talent and depth within its forward group, it has 
multiple Norris-caliber defensemen and Darcy Kuemper can 
be dominant when he's on top of his game in net. 

Florida Panthers | +600 

Much like the Avalanche, the Panthers went into the trade 
deadline with a purpose. Florida improved its defensive 
depth with trades for Ben Chiarot and Robert Hagg, but the 
crown jewel of their additions was Philadelphia Flyers legend 
Claude Giroux. Infusing him into a forward group that already 
has names like Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Sam 
Reinhart and Anthony Duclair is borderline unfair. Assuming 
Aaron Ekblad can get healthy in time for the playoffs, the 
blue line should be fine too because this team isn't trying to 
win games 2-1. The goaltending duo of Sergei Bobrovsky 
and Spencer Knight is the biggest question mark for the 
Panthers' Cup run. 

Tampa Bay Lightning | +800 

I'm not sure how this is possible, but the Lightning seem to 
be quietly rolling toward a third straight Stanley Cup. All eyes 
are on teams like the Avalanche, Panthers and Flames, but 
the Lightning keep making savvy moves on the trade market 
as they sit in second in the Atlantic Division. All the usual 
suspects are chugging along in Tampa, but now Brandon 
Hagel and Nick Paul have been added to the mix to play 
depth roles in the forward group. With Victor Hedman back to 

looking like his old self on defense, you have to pull out a 
magnifying glass to find weaknesses on this team. 

Calgary Flames | +900 

When the Flames are rolling, which is quite often, they look 
like a team fully capable of winning the Stanley Cup. With 
eight pending unrestricted free agents and three pending 
restricted free agents on the docket, Calgary knows that now 
is the time to strike. That's why general manager Brad 
Treliving traded for a trio of forwards in Tyler Toffoli, Calle 
Jarnkrok, and Ryan Carpenter. At five-on-five, the Flames 
are a top-six team in expected goals for, expected goals 
against, and team save percentage. Whether it's generating 
offense or keeping the puck out of the net, Calgary excels at 
it. 

Carolina Hurricanes | +900 

The Hurricanes weren't terribly active at the NHL trade 
deadline. They did get a depth forward, Max Domi, from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. Then again, there weren't many 
needs for Carolina to address before the deadline. The 
Hurricanes are a complete team, and they are rock solid with 
Freddie Andersen in net. After reaching the conference finals 
in 2019, the Canes have been trying to get back there since, 
but they haven't been able to make that happen. With 
Carolina at the top of the Metropolitan Division standings, the 
path is there for the team, but does it have enough firepower 
to take down the team that comes out of the Atlantic 
Division? 

Toronto Maple Leafs | +1200 

The Maple Leafs did make a big splash at the trade deadline 
by acquiring defenseman Mark Giordano, and that definitely 
makes their defensive group look a lot stronger. Giordano 
will probably reunite with former Calgary Flames teammate 
T.J. Brodie to form a reliable pairing on the blue line. Still, 
Toronto's biggest issue of late has been getting saves, and 
the team didn't really take any steps to correct it. Going into 
the playoffs, goaltending will be the Leafs' biggest concern, 
especially if they fall to a Wild Card spot and have to play 
one of the division winners in the first round. 

Pittsburgh Penguins | +1600 

The Penguins have been a bit of a surprise this season in 
that they are battling for the Metropolitan Divisions crown. 
With Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang on expiring contracts, 
the team has decided to use this opportunity to take its shot 
at another playoff run with those two and Sidney Crosby still 
on the roster together. Pittsburgh was able to strengthen its 
forward group by acquiring versatile winger Rickard Rakell 
from the Anaheim Ducks, and the addition of Nathan 
Beaulieu will give the blue line more depth in the postseason. 
There is still some question about whether the Pens are 
deep enough to challenge the top dogs in the Eastern 
Conference, but they have given themselves a chance. 

Vegas Golden Knights | +1600  

It might be a surprise to see the Golden Knights on this list 
when there are several teams ahead of them that are 
essentially locked into a playoff spot. However, the talent is 
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absolutely there for the Golden Knights to do some damage 
if they do get into the postseason. When everyone is healthy, 
Vegas can ice a forward group that includes Jack Eichel, 
Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, Reilly Smith, Jonathan 

Marchessault and others. If Vegas does get into the playoffs 
as a Wild Card team, it will present a very dangerous 
challenge to a legitimate Stanley Cup contender. 

 

 

Canes strike down Lightning in chippy affair 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes needed it and they got it Tuesday 
night in PNC Arena, beating Tampa Bay 3-2 to end a four-
game skid and get back in the win column.  

The big story for the Hurricanes was the power play, which 
scored not one but two goals, the first tallies on the man 
advantage in seven games. Martin Necas had the first one, 
scoring just his second goal in his last 26 games, while Tony 
DeAngelo added the second, his first goal since returning 
from injury.  

Sebastian Aho had the third goal for the Canes, giving 
Carolina a two-goal lead near the midway point of the third 
period. Nick Paul and Alex Killorn scored for the visitors, with 
Killorn cutting it to 3-2 with the Tampa net empty. 

Frederik Andersen had a strong game after a little bit of a 
shaky start, stopping 27 of 29 shots faced. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made 38 saves on the other end, dropping the 
battle of two of the league’s top netminders.  

There wasn’t much room to operate for either team in the 
first period, as chances were limited and the action was 
back-and-forth without resulting in many shots on net.  

Things ramped up a bit in the final minutes, but the teams 
entered the locker room for the first intermission with just 16 
combined shots on goal. Carolina killed off a late DeAngelo 
penalty, as things got a little bit chippy between the two sides 
in the final five minutes of the first.  

Necas ended the Hurricanes’ six-game power play drought, 
and his own personal six-game goal drought, early on in the 
second. With Corey Perry in the box for too many men, the 
Hurricanes power play unit got to work and did some really 
great things.  

And it was PP2 that came through, as Seth Jarvis blasted a 
wrister of the post from the circle. Ethan Bear and Necas 
played a little back-and-forth, with Bear slotting a pass to 
Necas who lasered one in past Vasilevskiy.  

The Lightning knotted things up a few minutes later, as 
Tampa Bay got out on an odd-man rush and converted. It 

was the newest member of the Lightning, Paul, who scored 
the goal, redirecting one from Ross Colton to make it 1-1.  

The Hurricanes went back to the power play and converted 
again to regain the lead, with another really active power 
play leading to a goal. It was DeAngelo who cashed in on 
this one, lacing a shot from the blue line through a screen 
from Vincent Trocheck.  

The goal was initially given to Trocheck, but change later to 
DeAngelo’s. 

Following some lengthy special teams time to open the third 
period, Aho made a phenomenal play to extend the 
Hurricanes’ lead to 3-1 midway through the period.  

Jarvis made a strong play to clear the defensive zone and 
get the puck up to Aho, who calmly and collectedly carried it 
into the offensive zone in the midst of a swarm of Tampa 
players.  

Jarvis got a tip on the puck that was turned away by 
Vasilevskiy right to Aho crashing the net. Aho controlled the 
puck off his skate and stuffed it in on the post just past 
Vasilevskiy’s skate, scoring his first goal in four games.  

Things stayed chippy following Aho’s goal, with Andersen 
coming up with a few massive saves to preserve the two-
goal advantage.  

With 2:41 left in the game, Jordan Staal and Mikhael 
Sergachev were called for dueling penalties, giving the 
Lightning a 5-on-4 advantage with Vasilevkiy pulled from the 
net. The quasi power play for Tampa, one where the 
Hurricanes couldn’t ice the puck though, produced a goal 
from Killorn with under a minute to play.  

The Hurricanes saw out the win, with Nikita Kucherov taking 
a cheapshot on Aho late to grab a penalty and really seal 
things up. Following the game, more words and shots were 
exchanged, with both teams coming together on the ice for a 
bit before heading to their locker rooms.  

Next up for the Canes will be the Stars, who come to Raleigh 
Thursday night.  
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Quick Whistles: Eight Years for Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Nino Niederreiter, and the Numbers 
Behind the Hurricanes’ Losing Streak 

By Brett Finger  

If there was any skepticism surrounding the reasoning for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ offer sheet of former Montreal 
Canadiens second-overall draft pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi last 
summer, it was put to rest in an official capacity yesterday 
afternoon. 

The team announced that Kotkaniemi had been signed to a 
whopping eight-year contract extension that will clock in at a 
$4.82 million cap hit. Indeed, the Hurricanes are in it for the 
very long haul with the Finnish center, who will be 22 years 
old when the extension kicks in this summer. 

Understandably, the gaudy terms of the deal, which 
seemingly doesn’t correlate with the ice time and numbers 
that the player has posted in his first year with the club, have 
generated varying levels of criticism. 

Now that the deal is set in stone, we’re going to look at why 
the Hurricanes felt it was a safe risk to take. 

Kotkaniemi ranks sixth in goals and tenth in points among 
Carolina skaters despite being on a season-worst 13-game 
goal drought wherein he’s only logged one assist. 

That wouldn’t qualify as impressive, but some further digging 
reveals some reasons to have optimism about his future. 

The versatile forward has played 13:00+ in 22 of his 59 
games this season, being relegated to a bottom-six role on a 
team that’s looking to win right now. 

In those 22 games where he did get a bump, he has scored 
seven goals and accumulated 16 points. He has two goals 
and six points in the four games where he has eclipsed 
15:00 of ice time. 

Then, we get into the “chicken or the egg” thing. Does he 
score more as a result of getting more ice time, or does he 
get more ice time due to him scoring early in games? That’s 
a pretty pointless conversation, but I think a lot was proved 
during a six-game stretch in December. 

While the Hurricanes were getting hit by COVID issues, they 
allowed Kotkaniemi to take on a more prominent role. In 
those six games, he averaged 14:00 of ice time and racked 
up eight points as the team rattled off five straight wins. 

He has also experienced a great deal of on-ice finishing 
efficiency, especially compared to some of his teammates. 

As of late, despite his scoring drought, he has been 
indisputably excellent. Over his last 12 games, he has 
produced a 71.84% on-ice expected goals-for rate at 5-on-5. 
His relative lack of scoring this season could very easily be 
attributed to his lack of power-play use and, of course, his 
bottom-six role. 

His work throughout 59 games has included highs and lows, 
but the Carolina coaching staff and front office have seen 
enough from him to give him eight years and make a hefty 
financial commitment. 

It’s hard to ignore that the Kotkaniemi acquisition has looked 
like a long-term Trocheck replacement plan from the jump. 
The way this pans out, presumably, is with Vincent Trocheck 
hitting the open market this summer. 

If that happens, it will be a severe hit on Carolina’s forward 
group. While Trocheck has taken a step back this year 
compared to his outstanding 2020-21 campaign, he has still 
been a prominent top-six offensive presence. 

Will Kotkaniemi be ready to take on top-six minutes next 
season? Only time will tell, but the Hurricanes have made a 
commitment to him that suggests they expect him to be. 

Fuel, Fire, and Free Agency 

Another big name scheduled to hit free agency this summer 
is Nino Niederreiter. 

In a free agency year, Niederreiter has taken on a middle-six 
checking role, getting more than a minute less of ice time on 
a nightly basis compared to last season, and he has 
continued to prove that he is a fit on this roster beyond 2022. 

It’s all a question of how the Hurricanes allocate their money. 
Before spending on any of their pending restricted and 
unrestricted free agents, they are projected to have just over 
$19 million in cap space. 

Niederreiter, Trocheck, Martin Necas, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan 
Bear, Ian Cole, and the newly acquired Max Domi are among 
the players who are due for new contracts at the end of the 
year. It will be interesting to see how Don Waddell and co. 
will balance retaining some of those players while searching 
for new fits. 

For me, it would be challenging to let Niederreiter walk. If 
anything, this Hurricanes team needs another player like 
Niederreiter, who plays a heavy two-way game and drives to 
the net consistently. 

I’d be lying if I said that I knew what his market would be like, 
but if he does go unsigned through the beginning of free 
agency, I anticipate that many teams looking to win now will 
be knocking on his door. 

The Numbers Behind the Losses 

After Sunday’s 2-0 loss to the New York Rangers, Canes 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour vehemently rejected the notion 
that their current four-game losing streak is a matter of the 
team not playing well. 

“That was probably one of our better games all year,” said 
the reigning NHL coach of the year. “Their goalie played 
great, and that’s end of story. I don’t know what else we 
could have done other than put pucks in the net. Everything 
we wanted to do, for the most part, we did. We just didn’t get 
rewarded tonight.” 

“I know you guys are gonna write, ‘four losses in a row,’” he 
added. “Go ahead, but three out of those four games, I’d 
take all day long. End of story.” 
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Those three games he refers to were Sunday’s date with the 
Rangers and last week’s tilts with the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Toronto Maple Leafs. 

We go through this song and dance every year. The 
Hurricanes have a rough stretch with their offense, everyone 
is left wondering what the problem is, and Brind’Amour says 
there isn’t a problem. 

That lasts one or two weeks, the team starts getting 
rewarded, and all is forgotten. 

This particular dry patch was different because it came in the 
four games immediately leading up to the trade deadline, 
which came and went yesterday. Brind’Amour scoffed at the 
notion that the team needed a lot of outside help for their 
offense to get back on track, and the numbers suggest that 
he is right. 

The team did add Domi, so there will be another forward in 
the top-nine mix, but the Hurricanes deserved to win three of 
their last four, and there’s very little reason to think that this 
current group isn’t capable of snapping out of this funk. 

Against New York, Pittsburgh, and Toronto, the Hurricanes 
racked up 39 high-danger shots attempts at 5-on-5 and gave 
up just 21. Going hand in hand with those counting stats, 

they’re accumulated 8.85 xGF to 4.18 xGA for a 5-on-5 
xGF% of 67.92. 

The actual results? 

Two goals for and six goals against at 5-on-5. 

These stretches are tough, but the reality is that the 
Hurricanes have been playing well enough to win. And while 
this losing streak has likely eliminated their chances at the 
President’s Trophy, they still have a three-point lead on the 
Rangers in the Metropolitan Division with a game in hand, 
and they trail the Florida Panthers by just two points for the 
top spot in the Eastern Conference. 

As long as their overall game doesn’t change for the worse in 
their search for more goals, they’re too good to keep coming 
up short in the goals department. That being said, they need 
to get back on track in a short period of time. They can’t ride 
this kind of wave into the postseason and expect to have 
success. 

With the deadline in the rearview mirror, the sole focus of 
everyone will be on winning games and closing out the 
season with momentum before trying to slay the dragons that 
have burned them down in the playoffs over the last few 
seasons. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Andersen, Necas on home win over Bolts 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes got a much-needed win on home 
ice Tuesday night, beating the Tampa Bay Lightning 3-2 in a 
high-intensity contest.  

The Canes took advantage of their power-play opportunities 
for the win, something they haven’t done much of lately, as 
both Martin Necas and Tony DeAngelo scored with the man 
advantage.  

Sebastian Aho had the other goal for the Canes, who also 
got a great performance in net from Frederik Andersen. In a 
27-save effort, Andersen outdueled Andrei Vasilevskiy in the 
other net.  

Following the win, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
DeAngelo, Andersen and Necas spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the relief of the win: Yeah, you always want to win. To 
me, that game was the same. Four of our last five games 
looked exactly the same, we just didn’t get the result. We 
played really hard. We do pretty much every night. And we 
were able to cash in on the power play, which was the 
difference. We hadn’t been doing that the last few games. It 
felt the same. It had the same feel. Obviously, you needed 
two points.  

On Andersen making hard saves look easy: They both 
played really good games. I think we had a few better 
opportunities, but when they had theirs Freddie was there. 
That’s what good goaltending can do for you. It calms the 
game and allows you to keep playing your game. 

On what was going on in his mind at the end of the game: 
First of all, I didn’t understand how we could get a penalty 
there at the end on the 4-on-4. It’s ‘well oh, take two guys 
off.’ But there’s no penalty there. So now, essentially what 
you’re doing is giving them a power play because they’re 
going to pull their goalie. And the worst part is you can’t ice it 
because it’s icing. The game is over at 3-1 with two and a 
half minutes. It felt like we were going, and then all of a 
sudden it’s a phantom call. Jordan [Staal] didn’t do anything. 
So they take the other guy off, and now it’s a power play. 
That’s what was frustrating to me. And it led to all of the 
chaos that went on after. It’s a little bit frustrating there. 
You’re referring probably more to the incident. I don’t know 
what to say about all that. It’s boys being boys, really.  

On if the stuff at the end was message sending from Tampa: 
Yeah, I didn’t know what happened after. I don’t know. We’re 
about trying to win games. That’s the message. I don’t know 
anything else. I don’t know what they would say about it. It 
was a good game. 

On if there’s concern when both teams face off like that after 
a game: No. The guys know. At that point, it’s a lot of phony 
toughness going on there. Everyone is smart enough to 
know that if you do anything there you’re going to get a huge 

suspension. I didn’t see what happened to cause it, so I can’t 
comment.  

On needing Jarvis and Necas and on their good games: 
We’re going to need everybody. We’re built where we need 
everyone to contribute, and those guys are big parts of it. 
Everybody had good games. It’s hard to find anyone who 
didn’t have a good game tonight. Some guys were really 
good, but most everyone was good.  

On Jarvis’ evolution: He’s getting better and better, and you 
can see that he’s out there more and more because he’s 
figuring these little things out. That’s the game. Just knowing 
how to play and when you have opportunities to take 
chances and when not to. That’s what young guys have got 
to learn. 

Tony DeAngelo 

On what happened at the end of the game: I don’t know. I 
didn’t see it. Kucherov maybe came out and gave a shot, 
somebody maybe said something. It’s no big deal. 
Everybody just kind of came out there and stared at each 
other for a little bit. It’s all good.  

On if he thought he scored the second goal: I think [Vincent 
Trocheck] got it. It looked like it redirected right down. I 
guess they’ve got to go back and look at it. I don’t know. I 
heard they changed it, but I hope [Trocheck] got it.  

On the power play: The power play was good. I thought we 
had good entries. We moved it around good. Like I said a 
couple days ago, it hasn’t been bad. We’ve been moving it 
around. We’ve had a million of those chances in the last 15 
or 16 power plays, they just haven’t gone in. When you’re 
playing a team like Tampa those need to go in, and they did 
tonight. So, that’s good.  

On his timing coming back from injury: What do you think? I 
feel pretty good. I skated pretty hard. I was able to skate 
quicker than I was able to do anything else. And you’re in 
such good shape as the season goes along, so it’s not as 
hard to get back into it. So, I feel fine.  

On being able to exhale now that it’s past the trade deadline 
and they know who the group is: Yeah, and we loved our 
group as is. And we add a guy like Max [Domi], who is 
obviously a really good buddy of mine and a really good 
player in this league for a long time now. It just gives us a 
little more jolt. Every top contender added somebody, and 
we did as well. We like the group we had, as well. We’re a 
real confident group. We’re tight, and you don’t want to mess 
that up too much. We added a good player like Max, who is a 
great guy, and it’ll be good for our group.  

On what Domi brings to the team: He’s got big-time speed. 
He shoots. He makes a lot of plays. If you look back at his 
seasons, he has a season where he scores 28 goals and a 
season where he has 40 assists. He can do a little bit of 
both. He’s feisty. He’s tough. He plays hard. He finishes 
checks. Getting to play under [Brind’Amour] and getting to 
play for a contender and a team that’s going to the playoffs is 
going to reenergize him a bit. It was time for him to leave 
Columbus, and this was a perfect spot for him to come in my 
opinion. I can’t wait to see him play with these guys.  
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On Andersen’s night: In our opinion, Freddie has been the 
best goalie in the league this year. The guys in New York 
probably say the same thing about Igor [Shesterkin]. The 
guys in Tampa say the same thing about [Vasilevskiy]. But 
there’s nobody we’d rather have in net than Freddie right 
now. He’s been unbelievable.  

Frederik Andersen 

On starting the stretch run of the season with a good win: 
Yeah, I think so. I don’t know if there’s an actual day on the 
calendar that marks that, but we’re getting closer. We’re still 
focusing on the day to day.  

On if it gives him a little more juice to face a guy like 
Vasilevskiy: I mean, every goalie in the league can play — 
like you saw the other night — play a really good game. You 
never know what you’re going to get, so you’ve got to go in 
thinking about stopping the next shot. I think worrying too 
much about the other end can lead to some trouble. But of 
course it feels good to beat their team. They’re a good 
squad. We’ve been playing really good lately, and tonight we 
were more rewarded.  

On how he felt: I felt good. Just try to be present and not get 
too far ahead of myself. I know we’ve wanted to come away 
with some more wins lately, but we’ve played really well and 
it just hasn’t gone our way.  

On if it’s tough to refocus after having a misplayed puck early 
in a game: No, I think you just try to take the next shot.  

On if he ever thinks about shooting on the empty net: Yeah, 
of course. I think if the chance is there, I’d love to get one. 
Today was not the right play to do it. I was trying to get [Aho] 
there, and I obviously missed the skate. But yeah, especially 
with a two-goal lead, why not? 

On the animosity between the two teams: Yeah, I don’t know 
what was going on. I don’t know what the guys were saying. I 
think the atmosphere today probably brought it out a little bit 
extra. Guys are intense. That crowd is so cool to play in front 
of. And yeah, I think guys maybe get a little more tempered.  

Martin Necas 

On what happened at the end of the game: I don’t even 
know. I think [Aho] got hit by Kucherov and just didn’t like the 
call. I didn’t take a look at the replay to see how it ended. 
They were just a little frustrated that they lost, so. 

On his success against Vasilevskiy: I don’t know. It would be 
nice if they would keep coming, especially against him. I 
don’t even know. I think it’s more coincidence that it’s against 
him.  

On if there’s relief being past the trade deadline: No, not 
really. If something happens, there’s nothing I can do about 
it. Our job is to work on the ice. I don’t really think about it. 
We got Max Domi. I think he’s a great player who will help 
us. Nothing really changes.  

On the difference in this game: I feel like the first period 
wasn’t great. I feel like we played really well against the 
Rangers, but sometimes the puck just doesn’t go in. We 
didn’t have any lucky bounces and stuff like that. In the 
second period we played way better. We played our game, 
and it worked out.  

On the intensity of the game: Yeah, of course. There’s a 
good chance that you can play against these guys in the 
playoffs. It was a good game. Good atmosphere as well. We 
still have around 20 games to go, so we’ve just got to try get 
on a streak again and get ready for the playoffs.  

On if he picks a spot or if he’s just trying to get pucks on net: 
It depends. If you have a clear shot, then you take a look at 
the goalie and if there’s players trying to block the shot. 
Sometimes I feel like it’s even better if you just shoot it as 
quick as you can because the goalie cannot read you as 
well. It depends.  

On if he was just shooting as quick as he could on his goal: 
Yeah, I tried to shoot kind of far side. I don’t even know 
where it went, I haven’t seen a replay of the goal. I’m happy 
for that. 
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Pair of power play goals lift Canes past rival Lightning  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes revived their power play to beat the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 3-2 in PNC Arena on Tuesday, March 
22. Center Martin Nečas and defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
both netted goals during a man advantage to take down the 
back-to-back defending Stanley Cup champs. 

The Canes (42-15-6) came into the game with a struggling 
power play that was 0 for its last 16 opportunities, but that 
streak came to an end in the second period against Tampa 
Bay (39-17-6). Carolina scored on back-to-back power play 
chances to snap that streak and eventually break a four-
game losing skid with the win. 

“We've had a million of those chances in the last 15, 16 
power plays, they just haven’t went in,” DeAngelo said. 
“When you're playing a team like Tampa, those need to go in 
there. They did tonight, so it was good.” 

The intense rivalry between the Lightning and the Hurricanes 
was on full display for the whole evening, with several hard 
hits and plenty of chirping peppered throughout the 60 
minutes. With the high-caliber goalie showdown between 
goaltenders Frederik Andersen and Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
the playoff history between the Bolts and the Canes, there 
was no love lost between the two Eastern Conference foes. 

The beginning and end of the game were both prime 
examples of this animosity. The opening 20 minutes saw 
plenty of tight defense with neither squad willing to give the 
other an inch to build an attack. In the waning minutes of the 
game, the Bolts made a point to rough up the Canes and try 
to claw back into the game. 

The intensity reached its peak in the final two minutes. After 
Tampa Bay made it 3-2 with just under a minute to go, Aho 
got the puck in the offensive zone with a chance to ice the 
game with an empty net goal. Anthony Cirelli had other 
plans, however, as he took Aho off his skates before he 
could get a shot off, setting a series of chaotic events in 
motion in the absence of a tripping penalty. 

Nikita Kucherov decided a little bit later to retaliate against 
Aho’s indignance for the non-call, laying up a blindside hit on 
Aho in the neutral zone. Kucherov sat in the box for the final 
25.9 seconds for interference, but that wasn’t the end of the 
exchange. Aho and Kucherov exchanged words after the 
final buzzer, resulting in a large standoff between the two 
squads at center ice. 

Although the Lightning eventually relented and left the ice, 
the intense affair put an exclamation point on the game’s 
end. 

“I think Fishy got hit by Kucherov and then he didn't like to 
call,” Nečas said. “Maybe he thought Fishy dove or 
something but when take a look at the replay he definitely 
didn’t. Maybe just a little frustrated that they lost.” 

Aho made another big play earlier in the game when he 
scored a highlight reel goal on Vasilevskiy. Defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin set up the rebound opportunity with a shot 
from the blue line, but Aho finished off the chance by twisting 
around and squeezing the puck into an extremely tight gap 
between the goalpost and Vasilevskiy’s skate. 

Carolina’s return to the win column came on the heels of the 
NHL trade deadline a day prior, essentially finalizing the 
roster for their playoff push. With the addition of center Max 
Domi from Columbus and this win to restore the Hurricanes’ 
momentum, the squad is confident in its ability to mesh well 
and play good team hockey. 

“We love our group as is,” DeAngelo said. “Then we add a 
guy like Max, obviously a really good buddy of mine and a 
really good player in this league for a long time now. It just 
gives us a little more jolt. Every top contender seems like 
they added somebody and we did as well.” 

The Canes will get their next chance to build on their 
momentum on Thursday, March 24 at home against the 
Dallas Stars. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves mess with Texas 

Stefan Noesen and Andrew Poturalski stacked up three 
points apiece and Pyotr Kochetkov posted 23 saves to spark 
the Chicago Wolves to a 3-1 victory over the Texas Stars 
Tuesday night at Allstate Arena. 

Noesen scored his league-leading 35th goal for the Wolves 
(37-11-5-5) while Poturalski handed out three assists to push 
his AHL-best points total to 79. Defenseman Joey Keane and 
forward David Gust also scored goals as Chicago dropped 
its magic number for a playoff berth to 7. 

The 22-year-old Kochetkov, who came over from Russia to 
make his North American debut Feb. 19, improved his record 
to 6-0-1 and dropped his goals-against average to 1.85. 

“With the travel (to and from Toronto) and the two games 
there over the weekend, it could have been easy for us to 
play down a level,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “We didn’t do that, so that was impressive. I 
loved our first two periods.” 

The Wolves outshot the Stars 39-24 and earned seven 
power-play opportunities compared to Texas’ 1. 

The Wolves got on the board just 2:31 into the game on 
Keane’s power-play goal. Chicago’s top power-play unit 
stayed in Texas’ offensive zone for nearly the entire man-
advantage, which ended with Noesen collected the puck 
behind the net and passing to Keane for a blast from the high 
slot. 

The Wolves boosted their lead to 3-0 early in the second 
period as the top line of Gust, Noesen and Poturalski teamed 
up for two goals in 13 seconds. 

Keane carried the puck into the offensive zone, went to the 
right point and rimmed the puck around to the left corner. 
Poturalski claimed in there and fed down to the back boards 
for Noesen, who spied Gust breaking into the slot. Gust 
accepted the quick pass, held the puck momentarily to get a 
better angle and went top-shelf to beat Texas goaltender 
Adam Scheel at 1:32. 

Warsofsky kept the same group on the ice and they paid 
dividends again. Scheel tried to clear the puck along the right 
wall, but Poturalski pounced on it along the half-wall and 
dished to Gust in the right faceoff circle. He noticed Noesen 
alone in the left faceoff circle for a blast that became his 29th 
goal in his last 32 games. 

Texas (22-24-6-5) ruined Kochetkov’s bid for his first AHL 
shutout when Winfield native Anthony Louis swatted home a 
backhand on a 2-on-1 opportunity with 8:22 left in the game. 

Scheel (7-7-6) finished with 36 saves. 

The Wolves host the Manitoba Moose at 7 p.m. Friday for $2 
Beer Night at Allstate Arena. To get the best ticket specials, 
contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Carolina Hurricanes fight past Tampa Bay Lightning for 3-2 win, end four-
game slide 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The game ended with the players facing off en masse Tuesday, 
engaging in a tense team staredown near center ice for several 
moments. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had just beaten the Tampa Bay Lightning 3-2 at 
PNC Arena. In the final minute of regulation, Tampa Bay’s Nikita 
Kucherov had put an open-ice hit on the Canes’ Sebastian Aho that left 
Aho down and staggered for a few seconds, Kucherov headed to the 
penalty box and everyone on the ice in a foul mood. 

A lot was said but no punches thrown after the game, when Kucherov 
lashed out at Aho and the teams quickly gathered for a faceoff. The 
Lightning finally accepted the loss, skating off slowly to their locker room, 
leaving the Canes (42-15-6) to stage their postgame Storm Surge 
celebration after ending a four-game winless slide. 

Playoff-type game? It surely had the chippiness of one. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour questioned a late-game cross-checking 
penalty to Jordan Staal, calling it a “phantom call” and adding “Jordan 
didn’t do anything.” Tampa Bay’s Mikhail Sergachev also was called for 
roughing on the play with 2:41 left in regulation, and Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper pulled goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy for an extra attacker and a five-
on-four advantage. 

“That’s a power play and that’s what’s frustrating to me,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It led to all the chaos that happened in the last two minutes.” 

The “chaos” had the Lightning (39-17-6) pull within 3-2 on an Alex Killorn 
goal with one minute to play in the third. It then had Kucherov taking out 
Aho on the hit, Aho slowly getting back to his feet and shouting at 
Kucherov as Kucherov left for the penalty box with 26 seconds 
remaining. 

Soon, there was the “incident” after the game, as Brind’Amour called it. 

“I don’t know what to say about all that,” he said. “It’s just boys being 
boys, really.” 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen allowed two goals, both on redirections, 
in stopping 27 of 29 shots for his 31st victory of the season. Vasilevskiy 
faced 41 shots from the Canes, 34 in the final two periods. 

The Canes, without a power-play goal the past six games, had two in the 
second period. Martin Necas scored from the top of the right circle and 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo had a shot from the right point go off 
Sergachev and past Vasilevskiy for a 2-1 lead. 

“The power play was good,” DeAngelo said. “We’ve had a million of 
those chances on the last 15, 16 power plays (and) it just hasn’t gone in. 

When you’re playing a team like Tampa those need to go in and they did 
tonight.” 

The Canes continued to push the pace in the third, testing Vasilevskiy 
until Aho squeezed the puck past Vasilevskiy’s left pad at the post for his 
28th and a 3-1 lead at 8:07. 

Then, the chaos. 

“There’s a good chance we can play against these guys in the playoffs,” 
Necas said. “It was a good game, a good atmosphere, as well. We still 
have 20 games to go, so we want to get on a (winning) streak again and 
get ready for the playoffs.” 

The Lightning, the Cup champions the past two years, added forwards 
Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul in trades in gearing up for the playoffs. It 
was Paul who had the first Tampa Bay goal Tuesday, rushing down the 
ice in transition to redirect a pass from Ross Colton. 

The Canes had a slow start, managing one shot in the first 12 minutes 
after 44 against the New York Rangers in their 2-0 loss Sunday. But after 
seven shots in the first period, Carolina had 20 in the second as 
Vasilevskiy allowed more rebounds than usual and the Canes had more 
chances. 

Sitting on the top level of PNC Arena was forward Max Domi, the Canes’ 
new “piece” after the deadline. He should get in the game game 
Thursday against Dallas. 
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Domi “super excited” about trade to Canes and former teammates happy 
to have him 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Jordan Martinook was with the Arizona Coyotes when Max Domi played 
his first NHL game. 

Domi, with the Coyotes, assisted on Tony DeAngelo’s first NHL goal. 
Domi also was the first to text and welcome Antti Raanta when the goalie 
was traded to Arizona. 

When Jesperi Kotkaniemi made his NHL debut with the Montreal 
Canadiens, Domi was his Habs teammate and the team’s leading scorer. 

Pro hockey can be such a small world, yes? The degrees of separation 
often feel so slight. 

Domi, 27, is being reunited with all those former teammates after his 
trade Monday to the Carolina Hurricanes. His coach will be Rod 
Brind’Amour, who once competed against Domi’s father, Tie, in some 
intense battles on the ice. 
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“My dad was the most excited person on the planet when I got traded 
here,” Domi said Tuesday night at PNC Arena. “Around the league, the 
respect that Rod carries is second to none. 

“I’m super pumped. It was a crazy couple of days, definitely pretty 
stressful waiting to see what was going to happen. Obviously it all 
worked out and I’m super excited to be here. There’s no other team I 
wanted to go to.” 

Domi, who will wear No. 13 for the Canes, said he had a chance to 
quickly drop by the locker room before the Canes’ game against Tampa 
Bay. With a few players, he needed no introduction. 

“He’s one of the greatest guys I’ve met, a super nice guy,” Raanta said 
Tuesday. “Really competitive, and lot of skill there. I think when he gets 
into our system, I hope that he will find that game that he was playing 
when he was with Arizona. 

“There’s that potential. He can score goals, he can make the plays. He 
plays hard. Hopefully we can see that and it’s a fresh start for him, also. 
Hopefully we get those points and when the playoffs start we need that 
little grit on the ice and that’s for sure what he brings in. 

“We don’t need him to start fighting,” Raanta added, smiling, “but he will 
bring that little grit to the lineup for sure.” 

Domi will drop the gloves, if need be. The forward’s most recent fight was 
against Justin Holl of Toronto on March 7. He also traded blows with the 
Canes’ Nino Niederreiter last season. 

Domi joked that the scuffle with Niederreiter shouldn’t result in an 
awkward moment in the room with a new teammate, saying, “I’m getting 
used to that, unfortunately.” 

“It’s one of those things where I think everyone knows that I’m an 
emotional player. It just happens. Fighting is part of the game. There’s 
never any hard feelings. I think they understand that, too. It’s all good.” 

Brind’Amour said he was able to talk with Domi after the trade Monday. 
Domi should play his first game Thursday against the Dallas Stars at 
PNC Arena. 

“It has to be the right fit as far as his play, and we know what kind of 
player he is,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “We have to get him in the mix. 
The hard part that I always think about in bringing a player in at this time 
is learning our system and learning how we play, and that takes time. But 
we know what kind of player we’re getting.” 

Brind’Amour chuckled when asked if Max Domi, listed at 5-foot-10 and 
194 pounds, reminded him of his father, a short, tough-customer type 
who played more than 1,100 regular-season and playoff games and had 
more than 3,700 penalty minutes. 

“Not really,” Brind’Amour said. “Two really different players, I think. (Max) 
has the intangibles, though. He’s hard to play against and gritty like his 
dad was, but he’s a kind of different player.” 

Domi put in his first three NHL seasons with the Coyotes after being their 
first-round draft pick in 2013. DeAngelo was called up in November 2016 
and scored in his NHL debut against Colorado as Martinook scored twice 
— Domi also assisting on a Martinook goal. 

Traded to the Canadiens in June 2018, Domi was there for Kotkaniemi’s 
debut and rookie season. Domi had a career high 72 points in 82 games 
that 2018-19 season, scoring 28 goals — the kind of production the 
Canes would like to believe he can come close to matching in their fast-
paced, attacking system. 

“He’s a really speedy, skilled guy,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday. “He can 
play tough. You’re going to see him on the ice when he’s there — he’s 
that type of guy.” 

In other words, one usually is aware of where Domi is on the ice. 

“And he’s a great guy off the ice,” Kotkaniemi said. “He likes to talk a lot, 
he’s really social. It’s always good to have those kinds of guys around.” 

Domi’s offensive numbers dipped in his second season with Montreal 
and his 107 games spread over the past two seasons with the Blue 
Jackets. But coming to a team that leads the Metropolitan Division and is 
determined to have a deep Stanley Cup playoff run could quickly rekindle 
his competitiveness. 

“He seems super excited to come here,” Raanta said. 

Of note 

Kotkaniemi said Tuesday he was excited about his eight-year contract 
extension with the Canes, saying, “We have a great team here, we have 
a great young core on this team. Eight years is a long time and I think 
we’re going to have a great future with this team. ... (The extension) 
gives me a little peace where I can focus fully on winning the Stanley 
Cup.” 

Kotkaniemi, 21, said the Raleigh area reminds him of his hometown of 
Pori, Finland, saying, “It feels great to be in spot like that. It feels really 
comfortable, feels like home.” 
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Stars notebook: Tyler Seguin logs goal No. 300, plus story time with new 
goalie Scott Wedgewood 

 

By Matthew DeFranks11:49 PM on Mar 22, 2022 CDT 

 

Here are some news and notes after the Stars’ 5-3 victory over 
Edmonton on Tuesday night: 

Newly acquired forward Vladislav Namestnikov did not play on Tuesday 
night, as Monday night’s storm delayed his arrival into Dallas. He was 
scheduled to land around 2 p.m. on Tuesday afternoon, and he was in 
the American Airlines Center press box during the game. 

Namestnikov figures to deepen the Stars’ forward corps as a winger that 
can play up and down the lineup. This season, he has 25 points in 60 
games, which would rank seventh among Stars forwards this season. 

Bowness was an assistant coach in Tampa Bay when Namestnikov was 
part of the Lightning. 

A game official moves in to calm a scrum which broke out between 
Dallas Stars' Sami Vatanen... 

A game official moves in to calm a scrum which broke out between 
Dallas Stars' Sami Vatanen (45) and Detroit Red Wings' Vladislav 
Namestnikov (92) during first period action. Both players were sent to the 
penalty box to ponder their actions.The two teams played their NHL 
game at the American Airlines Center in Dallas on April 20, 2021. (Steve 
Hamm/ Special Contributor)(Steve Hamm) 

“He’s a great kid, really good teammate,” Bowness said. “He can play left 
wing, play center. He’s a smart, intelligent player. The sneaky thing about 
him is he’s a really good fighter. He’s not the biggest guy in the world, 
and all of a sudden, he got into a fight and he’s throwing punches. Where 
the hell did that come from?” 

Namestnikov has nine career NHL fights. 

The Stars sent a fourth-round pick to Detroit on Monday for Namestnikov, 
and the Red Wings retained 50% of his salary. 

Without Miro: Facing Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl always poses a 
challenge to teams, but more so on Tuesday night as the Stars were 
without defenseman Miro Heiskanen. 
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In November, Heiskanen matched up with McDavid and shut down the 
Oilers superstar. On Tuesday, the Stars primarily used Esa Lindell and 
John Klingberg to slow down McDavid. 

“Any time you’re playing Draisaitl and McDavid, it’s not one guy,” 
Bowness said before the game. “It’s a group effort. You start playing 
those guys one-on-one, you’re playing right into their strengths. It’s 
always a group effort. We try to outnumber them, we try to crowd them, 
we try to slow them down as much as we can.” 

When McDavid was on the ice at 5 on 5, Lindell (11:55) and Klingberg 
(11:37) led the Stars in ice time. While the Oilers had more puck 
possession, the Stars outscored Edmonton 2-0 with Lindell-Klingberg on 
the ice vs. McDavid. 

After the game, Bowness said Heiskanen would not travel with the Stars 
to Raleigh, but would skate in Frisco. 

Klingberg in Victory Green: Tuesday was Klingberg’s first game after 
Monday’s trade deadline passed without him being dealt. He finished 
with two assists and a team-high eight shot attempts. 

“We love John Klingberg, happy he’s here,” Seguin said. “Told him today 
‘You’re stuck with us. Let’s go.’ We’re all here for one reason and it’s to 
have a championship. He’s been a big part of this core for years, and 
we’ve seen him since Day One, when that helmet was way too big on 
him.” 

Mr. 300: Seguin’s goal was the 300th goal of his NHL career, so what 
does 300 feel like? 

“A hundred away from four [hundred], I guess,” Seguin said. “I saw Mark 
Messier here today and I wanted him to know I was coming for him.” 

Messier was in Dallas working on the ESPN+ broadcast and scored 694 
goals in his 25-year NHL career. 

Back on ESPN+: Tuesday’s game was not originally supposed to be on 
ESPN+ and Hulu, but it was added to the streaming channel’s schedule 
last month. It is currently scheduled to be the Stars’ final game 
exclusively on ESPN+. 

The move coincided with Daryl “Razor” Reaugh’s bobblehead night, in 
commemoration of Reaugh’s 25 seasons with the Stars. 

Story time with Wedgewood: Goaltender Scott Wedgewood dressed for 
his first game with the Stars on Tuesday night, backing up Jake 
Oettinger. The Stars acquired Wedgewood on Sunday night from Arizona 
for a conditional fourth-round pick that becomes a third-round pick if the 
Stars make the playoffs this season. 

Wedgewood will help lessen Oettinger’s workload in the final 20 games. 
Oettinger started against Edmonton on Tuesday night, his 22nd start in 
the last 24 games. 

But before Wedgewood will suit up for the Stars, he shared some stories. 

— Wedgewood has known Tyler Seguin for years. Both are from 
Brampton, Ontario and were born five months apart. They also played 
two years of junior hockey together with Plymouth of the Ontario Hockey 
League. 

“I knew him probably when we were like six years old,” Wedgewood said. 
“He had his appendix taken out in the room next to my brother in the 
hospital. So a lot of old family stories. He was better than I was so he 
was always playing a year up.” 

— Wedgewood and Marian Studenic both started the season with New 
Jersey before each finding their way to Dallas. The two were even a 
combined Halloween costume with the Devils: Marv and Harry from 
“Home Alone.” 

Wedgewood rode with Studenic to the arena for morning skate and had a 
question for the waiver claim that’s played three games for the Stars, all 
on the road. 

“I was asking him today ‘What do you do for a pregame meal?’” 
Wedgewood said. “He said ‘I haven’t been here.’” 

— Stars goaltending coach Jeff Reese brushed elbows with Wedgewood 
in the past. First, when Wedgewood was with ECHL Trenton in 2012-13, 
both Philadelphia and New Jersey shared the affiliate. At the time, Reese 
was the Flyers’ goaltending coach and made a few trips to Trenton. 

In the Edmonton bubble, Wedgewood was the Lightning’s third goalie, so 
he said he often traded the practice ice with Oettinger and Reese during 
the 2020 postseason. 

— The Stars got an up close look at Wedgewood in February, when he 
made 32 saves in a Coyotes win over Dallas. 

“Now that you’re here, maybe you should have switched my role a little 
bit to make it a little bit more comfortable for us,” Wedgewood said with a 
laugh. “Maybe that played into [the Stars trading for me] a little bit. They 
saw what I could do. That’s kind of my role right now is try and get 
noticed in the league, make sure that the league knows I can play.” 

— Wedgewood was supposed to play golf with his father-in-law on 
Monday before he got traded. One of the small things that Wedgewood 
had to adjust. 

— John Klingberg and Wedgewood share the same birthday (Aug. 14, 
1992), and Klingberg made Wedgewood aware. 

“Klingberg came up to me and said ‘We have the same birthday.’ I’m like 
‘How do you know that already?’ I guess he saw it on a stat sheet or 
something like that.” 

— Wedgewood also said he knows Joel Hanley and works out with Luke 
Glendening in the summer. 

— Wedgewood practiced during morning skate in his Arizona pads and 
mask. He said he’d already ordered new pads from True, and it would 
take a few weeks to get a newly decorated mask from his artist in 
Sweden. 

— The Stars are Wedgewood’s third NHL team, having already had two 
stints each with both New Jersey and Arizona. He’s also played in the 
AHL and ECHL. 

“My buddy’s like ‘You probably get a silver suitcase when he hit 500 
games instead of a silver stick,’” I give him credit for that joke, that one 
hurt.” 

— Wedgewood is a pending unrestricted free agent, and had discussions 
about an extension in Arizona before he was traded to Dallas. 

“I think it was kind of 50-50,” Wedgewood said. “We were talking. They 
were one side, we were the other. Had a little bit of a middle ground and 
then it kind of went quiet. They’re probably seeing what the value is: is 
the contract worth more to them or a pick and see where they can go? I 
just want to play in the league. I don’t really care where at any point in 
time.” 

Pavelski fine: Joe Paveski missed morning skate on Tuesday, but was in 
his normal spot on the top line come game time. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 03.23.2022 

1200098 Dallas Stars 

 

24 seconds: Back-and-forth 3rd period sees Stars turn loss into win, jump 
back into playoff position 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:30 PM on Mar 22, 2022 CDT 

 

In the span of 43 seconds, it looked like the Stars unraveled on Tuesday 
night. 
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It took the Stars 24 seconds to unspool the Oilers. 

Roope Hintz and Denis Gurianov scored 24 seconds apart in the third 
period, transforming a one-goal deficit into a 5-3 Stars win over the Oilers 
on Tuesday night at the American Airlines Center. 

“That’s a playoff game and we’re getting ready for the playoffs,” Gurianov 
said. “I liked that game, that was fast.” 

The two goals erased the Oilers’ own quick strikes, when Evander Kane 
and Leon Draisaitl scored 43 seconds apart to give Edmonton a 3-2 lead 
earlier in the period. 

The win was the Stars’ third in the last four games, and vaulted them 
back into a playoff position over Vegas, which lost 4-0 to Winnipeg on 
Tuesday night. 

Kailer Yamamoto also scored for the Oilers, tipping an Evan Bouchard 
point shot to give Edmonton a 1-0 lead in the first period. Jason 
Robertson, Joe Pavelski (power play) and Seguin (empty net) scored for 
the Stars. 

Hintz scored with 5:22 left in the third period, cutting through the middle 
of the Edmonton defense before finishing past Mikko Koskinen. Less 
than a minute later, Tyler Seguin slid a backhand feed to Gurianov, who 
stuffed home the game-winning goal with 4:58 left in the third period. 

“That was a great hockey game,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. “Fans 
got their money’s worth tonight. That was a fun game to be a part of. It 
was back and forth, it was fast, a lot of good chances at both ends. It was 
a good hockey game.” 

The sequence removed the sting from Edmonton’s momentum shift eight 
minutes earlier. 

Kane’s tying goal came 6:14 into the third period, after a diving Marian 
Studenic couldn’t control the puck at the opposing blue line. That sprang 
Connor McDavid the other way, but he couldn’t finish past Jake 
Oettinger. Kane drifted into the slot — where Alexander Radulov, Denis 
Gurianov and Studenic failed to mark him — and beat Oettinger from 
close range. 

After Devin Shore’s tripping penalty expired, a wayward shot by John 
Klingberg gave the Oilers a 3 on 1 rush. Ryan Suter could not stop 
Shore’s cross-slot pass to Draisaitl, and the puck bounced in off Draisaitl 
for his 42nd goal of the season. 

The Stars entered the power play with a chance to extend their lead to 
two goals. Instead, they emerged with a one-goal deficit. 

In need of a goal, the Stars know who to turn to: their top line. 

Robertson, Hintz and Pavelski each scored a goal on Tuesday night, the 
second time this season that all three players have found the back of the 
net. The only other time was Jan. 12 in a win over Seattle. 

Robertson scored after Jamie Benn made a play at the blue line to 
disrupt Kris Russell. It was his 31st goal of the season and snapped a 
four-game goal drought. 

Pavelski gave the Stars a 2-1 lead in almost eight minutes into the 
second period, putting home a rebound of a Klingberg shot. That also 
broke Pavelski’s four-game goal drought. 

Then it was Hintz’s turn, turning a backhand neutral-zone pass from 
Klingberg and sprinting through two Oilers and outskating Darnell Nurse 
to the net. 

“We’re always getting looks,” Robertson said. “Sometimes, the puck 
doesn’t go in the net. … We’re getting our chances and as long as it 
happens, we’re feeling good, feeling fresh.” 

The Stars play five of their next six games on the road, starting with 
Thursday’s game in Carolina. 

“We’re never satisfied with where we are,” Robertson said. “But, tell you 
what, these games are special. These games are fun to play in. It’s a 
privilege to be on such a team that allows you to be in these tight games. 

“I know there are some teams that are out of it right now. That would 
suck. But we’re in the thick of it.” 
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Stars trade deadline wrap: Klingberg stays, Holtby to IR and a salary cap 
update 

 

By Matthew DeFranks8:33 AM on Mar 22, 2022 CDT 

 

Here are topics of note surrounding the Stars’ activity at Monday’s NHL 
trade deadline: 

Holtby’s status: The Stars placed goaltender Braden Holtby on long-term 
injured reserve on Monday afternoon, a move that is retroactive to March 
8 and will keep Holtby out of the lineup through at least April 2 at San 
Jose. Players on LTIR must miss at least 10 games and 24 days. 

Holtby has missed the last five games with a lower-body injury, the same 
one that forced him to miss five games in November and one in 
February. He last skated with the Stars on Wednesday in Montreal. 
Holtby did not finish Wednesday’s practice in Montreal, Tuesday’s 
morning skate in Toronto or last Monday’s practice in Frisco. 

Nill said Holtby “may not be able to play for a while,” and classified him 
as more week-to-week. 

Is Nill confident that Holtby will play again this season? 

“I’m hopeful he is,” Nill said. “To say confident, I can’t know. That’s why 
we had to make this move. But I’m hopeful that he is. It’s something that 
comes and goes on him. We’ll just have to monitor it and go from there.” 

That Holtby was even on the most recent four-game road trip was 
promising, but the lack of progress with his injury is not. 

With uncertainty surrounding Holtby’s ability to provide Oettinger with 
rest, the Stars chased Wedgewood, who should be viewed as an 
upgrade over Adam Scheel vs. a downgrade from Holtby. 

The Stars’ goaltending depth has disappeared in a season when they 
entered with four NHL goalies in training camp. Ben Bishop’s career 
ended due to a chronic knee injury. Anton Khudobin had season-ending 
hip surgery. Holtby is currently dealing with this injury. 

Scheel was the next man up. He is in his first professional season and 
has not played in an NHL game. 

“If you would have told me six months ago I’d have to make a trade for a 
goalie, I would have said ‘Why would I have to do that?’” Nill said. “That’s 
where you’ve got to be flexible, you’ve got to be ready to do anything you 
can.” 

Wedgewood has played 29 games this season with New Jersey and 
Arizona (25 starts), and has a 10-14-3 record with a .909 save 
percentage and 3.16 goals against average. He is expected to join the 
Stars and back up on Tuesday night against the Oilers. 

So, Klingberg? The Stars and John Klingberg appear headed for a 
divorce at season’s end, as the two sides have been unable to agree on 
a contract extension. Klingberg has made it known that he wants to stay 
in Dallas, where he’s played all eight seasons of his NHL career, but has 
also expressed frustration at how negotiations have gone. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 23, 2022 

 

The Stars gave Klingberg and agent Peter Wallen the ability to speak 
with other teams, and trade rumors followed Klingberg for months. 
Ultimately, he stayed put on Monday. 

Nill did not close the door on an agreement with Klingberg, but it feels 
unlikely. 

“I’ve been talking to his agent,” Nill said. “We’ll keep going through that. 
We’ll see where the market goes. The good thing, this is an opportunity 
for John, too. The biggest thing is John just needs to go and play good 
hockey and good things are going to happen. Good things are going to 
happen for him and for us. We’ll work on that once we get through the 
season.” 

Now, the most likely scenario seems to be a post-season trade of 
Klingberg’s rights to another team. That would give another team the 
ability to exclusively negotiate with Klingberg and his camp in the 
offseason. 

Heiskanen skates: On Monday morning at the Comerica Center in Frisco, 
Stars defenseman Miro Heiskanen skated for the first time since his 
mononucleosis diagnosis nearly two weeks ago. 

Heiskanen has not played since March 2. 

“He’s felt good so far, and just continue to monitor that over the next few 
days,” Nill said. 

On Sunday, Stars coach Rick Bowness said the team was optimistic that 
Heiskanen could return as soon as Saturday against Vancouver, but that 
was just a hope. 

Heiskanen was joined on the ice by Thomas Harley and Joel Kiviranta. 
Both Harley and Kiviranta were scratches Sunday in Washington. 

Who comes out? It’ll be interesting to see what Bowness does with the 
Stars lineup once it’s fully stacked. A depth addition like Namestnikov 
seemed to be a way to push Kiviranta out of the lineup, given Kiviranta’s 
one-goal campaign so far this season. 

But Kiviranta is already a scratch, so what does Bowness do? 

Marian Studenic has impressed since entering the lineup in Toronto and 
played a great game Sunday in Washington, with an assist and a drawn 
penalty that led to a power play goal. Jacob Peterson has been strong in 
recent games, and posted a two-point game in New York on Saturday. 
So did Denis Gurianov. Radek Faksa snapped his lengthy goal drought 
in Montreal, and Bowness complimented Faksa’s play after he blocked 
an Alex Ovechkin shot on Sunday. 

These are good decisions to have, but nonetheless interesting to see 
how they play out. 

Salary cap situation: The Stars will have $1.258 million in cap space to 
handle roster fluctuations due to injuries. 

If you want to get into the nitty gritty of the situation, here’s a breakdown. 

Before the two trades, the Stars had $50,000 in cap space. 

Teams using LTIR are allotted certain pools for performance bonuses 
and cap hits, and the Stars’ performance bonus pool had a -$108,333 
balance, which ate into their $158,333 pool for cap hits. Hence, the 
$50,000 starting figure. 

When the Stars sent down Scheel, they regained that $108,333 because 
Scheel’s performance bonuses were no longer on the NHL books, and 
they also received an extra $925,000 of space from his cap hit. So, 
$50,000 plus $108,333 plus $925,000 gave the Stars $1,083,333 in cap 
space. 

Wedgewood’s $825,000 cap hit cut that space to $258,333. 

By placing Holtby’s $2 million on LTIR and acquiring Namestnikov at $1 
million, the Stars netted another $1 million, bringing them to $1,258,333 
available in cap space. 

After the trade deadline, teams are not beholden to the 23-man limit on 
the active roster. They can have as many players on the roster as long 
as it fits under the cap. When teams run into minor injuries that don’t 
require LTIR stints, they tend to run out of cap space, since players on 
normal IR still count towards the cap. 

If the Stars run tighter to the cap, they have two levers to pull. 

They can send down Andrej Sekera, and bury $1.125 million of his $1.5 
million cap hit after he cleared waivers last week. Since teams can only 
send down players that were not on the NHL roster at the deadline, the 
Stars assigned Sekera to Texas temporarily at the deadline before 
recalling him afterwards. 

They can also send down Harley ($925,000 cap hit). Like they did with 
Sekera, the Stars performed a paper transaction with Harley on Monday, 
sending him down and then brining him back up. That gave the Stars the 
flexibility to send him down later, or allow him to play in the AHL playoffs. 

New numbers: Wedgewood will wear No. 41 in Dallas. Namestnikov will 
be No. 92. 

Landon Bow was the last Star to appear in an NHL game wearing No. 
41. Namestnikov is the first Stars player to ever wear No. 92. 

With Monday evening’s storm in Dallas, it was unclear whether 
Namestnikov would arrive in time for the Edmonton game. 

No discipline for Benn: Stars captain Jamie Benn did not receive 
supplemental discipline for his play on Capitals defenseman John 
Carlson late during Sunday’s 3-2 Stars win. 

As Benn and Carlson both chased a loose puck in the Washington zone, 
Benn pushed down on Carlson’s hip as the two neared the boards. 
Carlson lost balance and crashed into the boards. Benn was not 
penalized for the play, but him and Tom Wilson each received roughing 
minors during the ensuing scrum. 

The league viewed the play as more of an awkward play instead of a 
targeted shove into the boards, and that Benn makes contact with 
Carlson as Carlson shifted his weight. 
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John Klingberg's playmaking continues to re-enforce his value to the 
Stars 

 

Saad Yousuf9-11 minutes 23/03/2022 

 

John Klingberg’s helmet in 2014 made an early impression. His play on 
the ice in the eight years since has left a lasting impression. After his 
critical two-goal game Thursday in Montreal, where he rescued the Stars 
late and became the franchise’s all-time leader among defensemen in 
game-winning goals, captain Jamie Benn was reflective. 

“It’s been a lot of fun. Been through a lot together,” Benn said. “I still 
remember his first game with us. Skinny little kid with a big helmet, toe-
dragging the puck, scoring goals. It’s been a lot of fun to play with him. 
Obviously, a heck of a player. A great person, great leader on this team, 
and very important as well.” 

After a vintage two-assist performance Tuesday night against Edmonton, 
after which the words “unreal” and “world class” were used by head 
coach Rick Bowness to describe Klingberg’s game-tying assist, Tyler 
Seguin echoed the Stars’ captain from less than a week ago. 

“We love John Klingberg,” Seguin said. “He’s here. Told him today, 
‘You’re stuck with us; let’s go.’ (Smiles) We’re all here for one reason: It’s 
to have a championship. He’s been a big part of this core for years. I’ve 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 23, 2022 

 

seen him since day one, when that helmet was way too big on him, and 
seen everything from him. We love him here. He’s a great teammate. 
He’s huge for our team.” 

Tuesday’s 5-3 win over Edmonton came a little over 24 hours after the 
NHL’s trade deadline had passed. Klingberg was the heartbeat of 
deadline conversations involving the Stars. It’s been a frustrating season 
for Klingberg, on a few fronts. Contract extension conversations hit a wall 
right after the first offer was made at the dawn of the season. Klingberg 
suffered a scary injury five minutes into the season, and his play the first 
few months was below his standards. 

Since the All-Star Game, though, Klingberg has been back to the type of 
player the Stars have come to expect over the years. When Miro 
Heiskanen exited the lineup indefinitely on March 4 with mononucleosis, 
the pressure of a defenseman executing the offensive plan was on 
Klingberg’s shoulders. In the nine games since, Klingberg has three 
goals and seven assists for 10 points. 

“He’s a good puck-mover,” Denis Gurianov said. “He can see the ice 
pretty well. He has good hockey IQ. When he’s on the ice, it’s fun to play 
with him. He’ll always find you.” 

Klingberg’s first assist was a classic. The Stars went on the power play a 
little over seven minutes into the second period. Twelve seconds into it, 
Roope Hintz tossed the puck to Klingberg at the blue line. Instead of 
applying pressure, the Oilers’ penalty kill sat back and provided Klingberg 
ample space with which to work. Within three quick strides in a little over 
one second, Klingberg found the window to the net that he’s always 
hunting. 

Without hesitation, Klingberg fired the puck at the net, otherwise known 
in Dallas as “Joe Pavelski’s office.” Oilers goaltender Mikko Koskinen 
had no chance at swallowing the shot, so he deflected it. The puck 
landed on Pavelski’s desk, and he ushered it to the back of the net. 

“Honestly, if I feel like I have a shot where I can score, I’m going to try to 
shoot to score every time,” Klingberg said last month. “Players are so 
skilled nowadays, so if they get a tip on it, great. It gets the goalie to not 
react as good. A lot of times, I’m trying to shoot to score, but a lot of 
times, too, if you’re further out close to the blue line, you can shoot for a 
lot of tips. We have really good net-front guys and tippers on this team as 
well. It’s a good thing to have.” 

That goal was the furthest thing from an accident. As recently as the 
Stars’ last trip, Klingberg and Pavelski remained on the ice after practice. 
Klingberg launched shots from the point, and Pavelski directed them 
home. 

Joe Pavelski setting up camp in front of Oettinger, John Klingberg 
shooting from the blue line pic.twitter.com/4cKNrMiyTa 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) March 15, 2022 

“His best tool is that he’s really good at tipping the pucks,” Klingberg told 
The Athletic two weeks ago. “Really, whatever shot I’m throwing in there, 
I feel like he has a 75 percent chance of tipping the puck from wherever 
it’s coming. That’s obviously something that you see every day that he’s 
working on.” 

Klingberg then explained what he sees from the 37-year-old forward. 

“Maybe what guys don’t know is that he always comes on the inside of 
the guy, I feel like,” Klingberg said. “So, if the net is there … (Pavelski) is 
not hiding behind (their D-man). He’s always ahead of him. If I just get 
that puck through the first layer, I know he’s got a good chance because 
he’s in position, he’s got the (defender) behind him. The (defender) 
obviously always wants to be forward, ahead of him. 

“Pavs is so good at if I’m at the blue line, he’s creeping up towards me so 
the (defender) has to come. That makes it hard. He’s just got a lot of 
poise and awareness of the game where he creates.” 

Whether he scores or sets up a rebound for a teammate, good things 
consistently seem to come about when Klingberg shoots. His first assist 
Tuesday was the latest example. 

Klingberg’s second assist was the highlight of the game, or at least half 
of it. With under six minutes remaining, the Stars were down 3-2. Jason 
Robertson brought the puck up along the boards before finding a 
streaking Klingberg at center ice. Klingberg had Pavelski crossing his 
face while Hintz looped behind Klingberg. The Oilers had the man 
advantage with four players back to defend against three players for the 
Stars. 

In a split second, Klingberg made a perfect pass to Hintz, who was 
picking up speed at the right time. As Hintz got the puck, he split two 
Oilers defenders, outraced a third and finished beautifully past Koskinen. 

“Oh, that was an unreal play he made,” Bowness said of Klingberg’s dish 
to Hintz. “First of all, the timing. We want our (defensemen) involved, as 
you know, but there’s timing involved with that. You can’t get too far 
ahead or you lose your speed, or you can’t come too far behind because 
you’re not involved. John has that ability to read the sense of the timing 
of where to be at the right spot, and he just made a world-class play to 
Roope, who is coming 100 miles per hour. Good luck trying to stop him 
when he’s going like that. That was just a huge play.” 

“He brings that extra offensive element that us forwards love to see,” 
Robertson said. 

Dallas has made it clear it’s playing for a playoff spot. Klingberg’s play 
continues to be as big for the team as his helmet was for his head eight 
years ago. 

Quick hits 

• The Stars led 2-1 after two periods, but a power play midway through 
the third period proved costly. Evander Kane scored short-handed, and 
then Leon Draisaitl scored shortly after the power play expired. He was 
assisted by former Stars player Devin Shore, who had just come out of 
the box after serving the penalty. Those 43 seconds turned a 2-1 Stars 
lead into a 3-2 deficit. The Stars atoned for that later in the period when 
Hintz scored his goal to make it 3-3, and Gurianov scored the game-
winning goal 24 seconds later to put the Stars up 4-3. 

• Connor McDavid had a couple of assists and almost put the Stars on 
his highlight reel late in the game. 

• Seguin scored an empty-netter in the final minute to reach 300 career 
goals. 

• The Stars are off Wednesday, but Heiskanen will skate as he works his 
way back to form. He will not travel with the team for its road contest in 
Carolina on Thursday. Bowness said earlier this week the team hopes 
Heiskanen can be an option for Saturday, though that’s not a guarantee. 

• The Stars (73 points) moved into the second wild-card spot Tuesday 
thanks to their 5-3 win and Winnipeg (70 points) beating Vegas (72 
points) 4-0. The Golden Knights and Jets are on the Stars’ tail in the race 
for the final playoff spot, with Vancouver slightly behind them. The Stars 
have four games in hand on the Golden Knights and two games in hand 
on the Jets. 

“We’re never satisfied with where we are,” Robertson said. “But, tell you 
what, these games are special. These games are fun to play in. It’s a 
privilege to be on such a team that allows you to be in these tight games. 
I know there are some teams that are out of it right now. That would 
suck, but we’re in the thick of it.” 

Saad Yousuf is a staff writer covering the Dallas Stars. He previously 
covered the Dallas Cowboys, Dallas Mavericks, Texas Rangers, FC 
Dallas and local college and high school sports for The Athletic. He also 
works at 96.7/1310 The Ticket in Dallas after five years at ESPN Dallas 
radio. Saad has also covered the Cowboys for WFAA, the Mavericks for 
Mavs.com and a variety of sports at the Dallas Morning News, 
ESPN.com and SB Nation. Follow Saad on Twitter @SaadYousuf126. 
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Blues rejoin the playoff race, cruise past Caps 5-2 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

WASHINGTON — Before at least some of the Blues went to sleep 
Monday night, they found themselves out of second place in the Central, 
and all the way down to the fourth spot — a wild-card spot — in the 
division. 

That’s because Minnesota and Nashville both won Monday to move 
ahead of St. Louis. The Blues have squandered their cushion with a 
March malaise. And this time of year, things can happen fast. 

“You wake up one morning and you’re in a wild-card (spot) — that’s the 
way it goes,” coach Craig Berube said. “We gotta keep winning games. 
That’s what it tells you. That’s it.” 

After winning only two of their previous nine games in March (going 2-4-
3), the Blues returned to their winning ways with a 5-2 triumph Tuesday 
over Washington at Capital One Arena. 

“Yeah, we realize how tight it is,” Brayden Schenn said. “And where we 
sit in the standings. Like I said, you gotta worry about your two points 
each night. In the previous 10 (games), I don’t believe we’ve been great. 
We gotta get a whole lot better in the last 20 games here.” 

People are also reading… 

They got better Tuesday; Schenn made sure of it with a gritty goal and a 
gritty assist. That was the theme of the night, with the first four Blues 
goals coming on effort plays from in close. It’s been a topic of discussion 
lately for the team. 

“For sure,” said Brandon Saad. “Even getting more shots in traffic. 
There’s some times where we’re passing off shots or playing perimeter 
hockey. We’re not getting quality chances. I think we did a better job of 
getting net front.” 

Saad helped make it so by dashing three-quarters of the way down the 
ice for an unassisted goal in the first period, splitting two Capitals along 
the way before beating Washington goalie Vitek Vanecek with a 
backhand for his 19th goal. 

“I just picked it up in the D zone there,” Saad said. “I was looking at O’Ry 
(Ryan O’Reilly). I think he was on the right side. Tried to go to him to 
have support and kind of saw that D-man riding. So I just figured 
‘challenge him’ — and ended up with the breakaway.” 

It’s not often you can split two defenders on a play in the NHL and have 
success. But Saad did. 

“I don’t know,” Saad sad. “Maybe pick your battles every now and then, 
and fortunately it worked out tonight.” 

That tied the game at 1-1. Late in the first period, O’Reilly tied it 2-2 with 
a power play tap-in goal — his 14th goal of the season. Saad did the 
heavy lifting here, battling for the puck net front and then shuffling it over 
to O’Reilly. 

“He made a great play in front there,” O’Reilly said. “I thought we had 
some good looks on the power play all night and some good 
opportunities, and obviously he had a fantastic game. He made a really 
strong play and threw it to me backdoor and I was just able to tap it in.” 

The Blues really kicked their game into overdrive in the second and third 
periods, controlling the puck and outshooting the Caps 23-8 over the final 
two periods. 

“Well, we checked,” Berube said. “Second and third, we checked hard. 
Didn’t give them any room up there, and then you get pucks back. We 

had the puck. Did a really good job of it. The reloads and the tenacity 
checking-wise was exceptional.” 

All told the high-powered Capitals were limited to only 21 shots on goal, 
the third-lowest total of the season for a Blues opponent. Ville Husso 
stopped 19 of them which was more than good enough on this night. 

The Blues broke the game open in the second period with goals by 
Nathan Walker — which proved to be the game winner — and then 
Schenn’s 18th goal of the season. 

The Blues were down on forwards with Vladimir Tarasenko (illness), 
Robert Thomas (injury) and Tyler Bozak (injury) out of the lineup. And 
another forward, Oskar Sundqvist, was traded to Detroit on Monday. 
Walker was called up from the Springfield Thunderbirds to help fill the 
breach. 

As frequently is the case when he gets called up — remember his hat 
trick against Detroit on Dec. 9? — Walker was instant energy. He hustled 
down the ice in time to get a net-front crossing pass from Schenn for his 
fifth goal of the season. (In just 10 games.) 

“He’s been outstanding all year for us the way he comes in and just 
buzzes and makes an impact,” O’Reilly said. “That was a huge goal, just 
going to the net hard and getting rewarded for it.” 

Schenn’s goal with just 2:47 left in the second came after he swooped 
around from behind the net and whipped a quick shot at Vanecek. The 
rebound kicked out just a couple of feet. Schenn spun around the Caps’ 
Conor Sheary and got just enough of his stick on the puck to score his 
18th goal. 

Schenn got his second assist of the night on Perron’s empty-net goal in 
the final minute, giving Perron 13 goals in his last 10 games. He has 22 
goals for the season, tying him with Jordan Kyrou for the team lead. 

The Blues, now 35-18-9, finished the game without defenseman Torey 
Krug, who got whacked on the left hand by a Capitals player in the 
second period and quickly left the game for good. Berube provided no 
details on the injury — referring to it as an upper-body injury. 
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Blues notebook: Leddy hopes new team suits him 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

WASHINGTON — As is frequently the case is in such matters, Nick 
Leddy didn’t have much advance notice that he was getting traded from 
Detroit to St. Louis. 

“As the deadline got closer I sat out a few games,” Leddy said. “But as it 
got closer, obviously the mind was running. I had seen and heard 
rumors. That was kind of the extent of the last four, five days.” 

On Monday he left practice with the Detroit Red Wings and found out he 
had been traded to St. Louis on the way home from the rink. 

“And was on a flight by 6 p.m. (to Washington),” Leddy said after 
Tuesday’s morning skate, his first time on the ice with his new 
teammates. “So yesterday was a whirlwind.” 

The veteran defenseman packed as many clothes as possible on short 
notice. 

“We were kind of lucky (in Detroit) and it was a little bit different,” he said. 
“When we went on the road in Detroit we had track suits, so we never 
had to wear suits. That’s one thing I’ll have get back used to.” 

With the exception of that beachwear extravaganza in Minneapolis for 
the Winter Classic on Jan. 1, the Blues have to wear sports coats when 
they travel. 
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So Leddy packed a couple of suits for his new team. The Blues hoped he 
packed his game as well for his new team. 

Leddy, who turned 31 on Sunday, has spent most of his NHL career in 
the Eastern Conference. So the Blues haven’t seen a lot of him over the 
years, but they’ve seen enough to have a feel. 

“Experienced guy. Hard to play against,” said Brayden Schenn. “I just 
know from before, because he defends so well with his feet. Puck mover. 
Gets up in the rush and obviously a huge complement to our back end. 
So we’re looking forward to having him on our side.” 

Leddy opened his first Blues game Tuesday paired with Colton Parayko 
on defense. With Robert Thomas (injury) and Vladimir Tarasenko 
(illness) out of action against Washington, Leddy was pressed into 
service on the second power play unit. 

Coach Craig Berube had a fairly long talk with Leddy on the ice before 
the start of the morning skate. But they weren’t reinventing the wheel. 

“It takes time, but he just needs to play his game,” Berube said when 
asked about Leddy’s adjustment process with his new team. “That’s what 
he needs to focus on — his skating obviously. There’s different systems, 
but they’re not so different. He’s played a long time. He’ll figure it out. We 
talked to him. Be on your toes, be aggressive, and do what you’re good 
at.” 

After spending most of his career with perennial playoff teams Chicago 
and the New York Islanders, Leddy was playing for a Detroit team that is 
below .500 and destined to miss the playoffs. He’s looking forward to 
seeing how the other half lives after Monday’s trade. 

“For sure,” Leddy said. ”That’s the best time of the year. Nothing better. 
And there’s nothing like playoff hockey. So definitely very excited for the 
push.” 

Farewell Sundqvist 

The departure of Oskar Sundqvist in Monday’s trade for Leddy leaves the 
Blues with only 10 players who played in the Stanley Cup Final series 
against Boston in 2019: Ivan Barbashev, Jordan Binnington, Robert 
Bortuzzo, Tyler Bozak, Ryan O’Reilly, Parayko, David Perron, Schenn, 
Tarasenko and Thomas. 

Jordan Kyrou (16 games) and Mackenzie MacEachern (29 games) both 
played in regular-season contests for the Blues that season, but did not 
play in any postseason games. 

According to Schenn, the team was able to say its goodbyes to 
Sundqvist shortly before the team took off from Lambert Airport on its 
charter flight to Washington. 

“Just said a quick goodbye — a few guys, or all of us, actually,” Schenn 
said. “Just one of those things where you never really know what’s gonna 
happen on trade deadline day. Obviously, Sunny was a part of our 
winning team — a huge part of it. Was obviously a big player for us. And 
Wally as well.” 

The Blues sent Sundqvist, defenseman Jake Walman and a second-
round pick in 2023 to the Red Wings for Leddy and defenseman Luke 
Witkowski. As part of the deal, Detroit also retained half of Leddy’s $5.5 
million salary cap count. 
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Blues Game Day: Leddy paired with Parayko and on second power play 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

WASHINGTON – For openers, new Blues defenseman Nick Leddy will 
be paired with Colton Parayko and play on the second power-play unit in 
Tuesday’s 6 p.m. game against the Washington Capitals. 

“Great pickup,” coach Craig Berube said of Leddy following Tuesday’s 
morning skate at Capital One Arena. “A guy that’s been around. Got a lot 
of playoff experience. So you’re getting a good, experienced defenseman 
that can skate and move the puck. 

“We’re gonna move him around, but we've got him with Parayko right 
now, and got him on PP so we’ll go from there.” 

With Robert Thomas (upper-body injury) and Vladimir Tarasenko (illness) 
out for tonight – and not on the trip – Leddy has been pressed into 
service on the power play. 

“It’s great,” said Leddy, who also played on the second power-play unit in 
Detroit before Monday’s trade. “Being able to feed Justin (Faulk) is 
always exciting. I know him from back home – we train together. Yeah, 
I’m very excited. Just looking to help out in any way I can, and make a 
good push.” 

People are also reading… 

Leddy and Faulk are Minnesota natives and train together over the 
summer in the Twin Cities area. 

Leddy also knows Brandon Saad from their time as teammates with the 
Chicago Blackhawks several years ago. Other than that, it’s pretty much 
a clean slate for Leddy with his new teammates. 

He met a few of them Monday at the team hotel in Washington. And met 
some more at the rink Tuesday morning, including defensive partner 
Parayko. 

“Obviously a very big guy,” Leddy said of Parayko. “Very good skater. Big 
shot. And he seems to play very well. So I’m looking forward to start it off 
good tonight. I know we might be talking more than he might like to 
tonight on the bench, just kinda getting used to each other.” 

More Walker, more 11-7 

For the 13th time this season, the Blues will field a lineup that includes 
fewer than 12 forwards. The Blues are 6-3-3 this season when playing 
with fewer than 12. 

“No choice,” Berube said. 

And that’s even with the arrival of Nathan Walker, who has been called 
up again from the Springfield Thunderbirds and took part in the morning 
skate. 

“He’s a skater and a worker, and he does things right out there,” Berube 
said of Walker. “He just provides a lot of energy for our team.” 

The first time Walker got called up in December, he scored a hat trick 
against Detroit in his first game of this season with the Blues, and also 
scored a goal two days later on Dec. 12 against Anaheim. 

All told, Walker has four goals, an assist and is plus-4 in two stints with 
the Blues this season encompassing nine games. He will play on a third 
line Tuesday with Ivan Barbashev and Alexei Toropchenko. 

In Springfield, Walker was scoring almost at a point-per-game pace with 
44 points (19 goals, 25 assists) in 47 games. 

Farewell Sundqvist 

The departure of Oskar Sundqvist in Monday’s trade for Leddy leaves the 
Blues with only 10 players who played in the Stanley Cup Final series 
against Boston in 2019: Barbashev, Jordan Binnington, Robert Bortuzzo, 
Tyler Bozak, Ryan O’Reilly, Parayko, David Perron, Brayden Schenn, 
Tarasenko and Thomas. 

Jordan Kyrou (16 games) and Mackenzie MacEachern (29 games) both 
played in regular-season contests for the Blues that season but did not 
play in any postseason games. 

According to Schenn, the team said its goodbyes to Sundqvist shortly 
before taking off from Lambert Airport on a charter flight to Washington. 

“Just said a quick goodbye – a few guys, or all of us, actually,” Schenn 
said. “Just one of those things where you never really know what’s gonna 
happen on trade deadline day. Obviously, Sunny was a part of our 
winning team – a huge part of it. Was obviously a big player for us. And 
Wally as well.” 
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The Blues sent Sundqvist, defenseman Jake Walman and a second-
round pick in 2023 to the Red Wings for Leddy and defenseman Luke 
Witkowski. As part of the deal, Detroit retained half of Leddy’s $5.5 
million salary-cap count. 

“They’re both great team guys, and that’s just the nature of hockey and 
the trade deadline,” Schenn said. “You lose two good players, but you 
bring in one really solid player (Leddy). ... We’re looking forward to 
playing these last 20 games with the team we have.” 

Walman, too 

Walman had a hard time breaking into the Blues lineup. The 26-year-old 
Toronto native was a third-round draft pick in 2014. He didn’t play his first 
NHL game until the 2019-20 season – appearing in one game. He played 
in 24 games last season and 32 contests this season prior to Monday’s 
trade. 

He may get a chance for more ice time in Detroit. 

“Yeah, for sure,” Berube said. “They’re gonna obviously give him a good 
look and see what (he can do). And Wally’s got a lot of ability physically. 
He can really skate and shoot a puck. So I wish him all the best.” 
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As the sprint to the playoffs begins, the Capitals stumble badly in a 5-2 
loss to the Blues 

 

Samantha Pell 

 

The mood was light and optimism was high Tuesday at the Washington 
Capitals’ practice facility. It was the morning after the NHL trade 
deadline, familiar face Marcus Johansson was back and mingling with his 
old teammates, and forward T.J. Oshie appeared ready to return to the 
lineup. 

As the sprint to the postseason officially began, the Capitals were ready 
to put their best foot forward. Instead, they face-planted that night at 
Capital One Arena, taking a 5-2 loss to the St. Louis Blues. 

“Too many mental mistakes, too many sloppy mistakes,” Coach Peter 
Laviolette said. 

Washington’s defense faltered, its goaltending was suspect, and its 
offense couldn’t overcome a two-goal deficit that it faced entering the 
third period. Oshie did not return to action after all, forcing the Capitals to 
play with an unconventional lineup of 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen, and Johansson’s impact was negligible. 

Defensively, turnovers and mental lapses doomed the Capitals. 
Offensively, they had just eight shots on goal in the final 40 minutes. 
Following a 7-0-1 stretch that renewed hope amid an up-and-down 
season, Washington has dropped its past two games in regulation. 

“On a long playoff run, you need consistency, and I think right now we’ve 
just got to find that consistency,” forward Tom Wilson said. “We’ve had 
four or five games that we played really well the last month or so, but 
there’s glimpses of it. There’s glimpses of it tonight ... then they kind of 
smothered us.” 

Former Capitals forward Nathan Walker gave the Blues the lead for good 
at 3-2 with 9:29 left in the second period by beating goalie Vitek Vanecek 
to cap a dominant sequence for St. Louis. Brayden Schenn gave the 
Blues a 4-2 lead at 17:13, muscling his way to the front of the net and 
scoring off his own rebound. 

“They were definitely more game for the battle,” Laviolette said. “We 
moved it not quick enough. When we did get moving, we fed their 
transition and they came right back to us — quickly.” 

Washington put some pressure on the Blues in the third period, but St. 
Louis’s dominant showing kept the Capitals at arm’s length before David 
Perron found the empty net with 28.9 seconds left. 

“They’re a good team,” Capitals center Nicklas Backstrom said. “... 
They’re a good puck-moving team. We were a little late to every battle, I 
felt like, so that’s not good enough.” 

Washington and St. Louis each dressed 11 forwards because of injury 
and salary cap issues. Oshie missed his third straight game with a lower-
body injury. Center Nic Dowd missed his second in a row. Washington 
also was without defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk, who is on injured 
reserve. The Blues were missing star winger Vladimir Tarasenko (illness) 
and center Robert Thomas (upper-body injury). 

A back-and-forth first period started with Evgeny Kuznetsov’s power-play 
goal at 8:22. His shot hit Blues goalie Ville Husso’s shoulder and tumbled 
into the net. It was Kuznetsov’s 22nd goal, and it gave Washington 21 
power-play goals in its past 21 games. 

The Blues’ Brandon Saad tied it at 11:48 on a marvelous rush, splitting 
the Capitals’ defense and sliding the puck between the legs of Vanecek. 
Wilson answered less than two minutes later with a pretty goal on a two-
on-one with Anthony Mantha. 

The Blues’ Ryan O’Reilly made it 2-2 at 17:15 with a power-play tap-in 
before Walker pushed the Blues ahead for good. 

“I think we have all the pieces,” Wilson said. “We just need to execute. 
We need to show up. ... We’ve just got to control the play a little more 
and, like [Backstrom] said, move the puck and make plays and have a 
little more energy, a little more jam to our game.” 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ loss: 

First look (again) at Johansson 

Monday’s trades brought Johansson and fellow forward Johan Larsson to 
Washington, and Johansson made his debut Tuesday. Larsson, acquired 
from Arizona, is coming off sports hernia surgery and will need some 
practice time before he can suit up. 

Johansson, a first-round draft pick in 2009 who spent seven seasons with 
Washington, mainly played right wing with Kuznetsov and Alex Ovechkin 
on the top line. He has played with both in the past. He finished with one 
shot on goal Tuesday. 

Laviolette said Johansson’s place on the top line was just a “starting 
point” as the Capitals work through injuries. 

“I played with Kuzy the last two years I was here, and it was great,” 
Johansson said. “I think we had a lot of chemistry, and obviously played 
with Ovi a lot, too, before that. With those two guys, you just carry on and 
play and do your best and work hard and I think things will come by 
itself.” 

Vanecek’s up-and-down night 

In remarks to reporters after Monday’s trade deadline, General Manager 
Brian MacLellan said he was comfortable with Washington’s goaltending 
tandem and that Vanecek deserved a chance to lead the Capitals into 
the playoffs. Against the Blues, he had a mediocre showing. He had 
flashes that suggested he could be Washington’s No. 1 goaltender, but 
he made key mistakes, too. He finished with 33 saves. 

One of his highlights of the game — and the season — came in the 
second period, when he made a spectacular diving glove save to rob 
Jordan Kyrou on a three-on-one. 

Carlson plays through discomfort 

Capitals defenseman John Carlson played his normal minutes and had 
an assist against the Blues after leaving Washington’s loss to Dallas on 
Sunday with an undisclosed injury. Carlson was hurt after the Stars’ 
Jamie Benn appeared to shove him into the boards during a chase for 
the puck in the final minute. No penalty was called, and Benn did not 
receive supplemental discipline from the NHL. 
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Walker scores, Blues beat Capitals 5-2 to snap 3-game skid 

 

Stephen Whyno 

 

WASHINGTON — Nathan Walker scored the go-ahead goal hours after 
being called up, helping the St. Louis Blues snap a three-game skid with 
a 5-2 win over the Washington Capitals on Tuesday night. 

Brandon Saad and Brayden Schenn each had a goal and an assist, and 
captain Ryan O’Reilly scored on the power play for St. Louis, which had 
lost seven of its past nine games. David Perron added an empty-netter to 
extend his goal-scoring streak to seven games, and Ville Husso made 19 
saves for his 16th victory of the season. 

A big concern moving forward may be the status of defenseman Torey 
Krug, who left in the second period with an upper-body injury and did not 
return. 

Thanks to a series of turnovers and defensive zone miscues, the Capitals 
lost a second consecutive game in regulation to fall to 7-2-1 in March. 
Tom Wilson had a goal and an assist, Evgeny Kuznetsov scored and 
Vitek Vanecek allowed four goals on 37 shots. 

In a matchup of the 2018 and 2019 Stanley Cup champions, all six goals 
were scored by a player who has hoisted hockey’s hallowed trophy. 

Walker, who won the Cup with the Capitals four years ago after they 
drafted him in 2014, was only in the Blues lineup because of a 
combination of injury, illness, the salary cap and a move made before the 
trade deadline Monday. With Vladimir Tarasenko and Robert Thomas out 
and after Oskar Sundqvist was traded to Detroit for defenseman Nick 
Leddy, the Blues were down to 10 healthy forwards before recalling 
Walker under emergency conditions Tuesday morning. 

The only Australian player in league history, Walker scored in the NHL 
for the first time since Dec. 12 - his fifth goal of the season after a hat 
trick Dec. 9. The 28-year-old spent much of the past three months in the 
minors but could stick this time around if he’s able to continue producing. 

There might be an opportunity for Walker, who fits the changing identity 
of the Blues as more of a skilled, high-scoring force than the knock-down, 
drag-out team that wore down opponents on the way to the franchise’s 
first title three years ago. 

Kuznetsov extended his career-best point streak to 10 games. Wilson 
matched his single-season career high with 44 points with 15 games 
remaining before the playoffs. 

The Capitals are heading there in the East, and the Blues are in strong 
position in the West. Each team plugged a new player - one a familiar 
face - into the lineup after making moves at the trade deadline. 

Leddy made his Blues debut, going from the rebuilding Red Wings right 
into the thick of a playoff race. 

“It’s the best time of the year,” he said. “There’s nothing like playoff 
hockey. Definitely very excited for the push.” 

Marcus Johansson played his first game in a Capitals uniform since the 
2017 playoffs after they got him from Seattle for one-dimensional forward 
Daniel Sprong, a fourth-round pick this summer and a sixth in 2023. 
Johansson played his first seven NHL seasons with Washington before 
being traded. 

“This is the one place I wanted to go,” Johansson said. “Coming here, it 
still feels like home.” 

NOTES: Each team dressed 11 forwards and seven defenseman. … 
Washington only had 11 healthy forwards on the roster because winger 
T.J. Oshie (lower-body injury) was out for a third consecutive game and 
center Nic Dowd (upper) missed his second in a row. … Tarasenko 
missed a second consecutive game with an illness. 

UP NEXT 

Blues: Host the Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday night. 

Capitals: Visit the Buffalo Sabres on Friday night. 
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Marcus Johansson returns to the Capitals: 'This is the one place I wanted 
to go' 

 

Matthew Paras 

 

Marcus Johansson is back with the Washington Capitals, and so is the 
former pronunciation of his last name.  

Upon being traded from the Capitals five years ago to the New Jersey 
Devils, the winger started to go by Johansson with a hard J as in “Joe” — 
surprising many who had grown accustomed to pronouncing the last 
name like “Yohansson.” Had the Capitals really been getting it wrong for 
seven years? Not quitåe.  

After being re-acquired Monday for this year’s trade deadline from the 
Seattle Kraken, Johansson politely told reporters that it is indeed like 
“yo.” Somewhere along the way, there was a mixup and Johansson was 
too polite to correct it. But now, he’s returned to the franchise that 
perhaps knows him best — allowing him to be himself. 

“This is the one place I wanted to go,” Johannson said. “This feels 
special and (I’m) real happy to be here.” 

The Capitals, meanwhile, wasted no time in trying to have Johansson 
feel right at home. For Tuesday’s game against the St. Louis Blues, 
coach Peter Laviolette slotted Johansson in on the first line alongside 
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Alex Ovechkin — two players Johansson played 
with regularly over his first stint in Washington.  

There are, after all, only eight players on the Capitals who remain from 
the 2016-17 season, Johansson’s last in the District. Following that year 
— which ended with a brutal Game 7 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins — 
Johansson was shipped out of town so the Capitals could re-sign 
Kuznetsov and winger T.J. Oshie. Of those eight, all considered part of 
the Capitals’ core.  

The familiarity, in theory, should help Johansson get caught up to speed 
quicker. 

“Sometimes that’s like walking in some old slippers, you know what 
you’re doing, you’re comfortable,” Laviolette said. “I think it makes it a 
little bit more comfortable.” 

The last five years for Johansson have been anything but smooth.  

There have been injuries that have kept him off the ice — he missed 20 
games last season — and in that span, he’s played for a total of five 
different teams.  

And after two-plus seasons with New Jersey, Johansson was traded to 
Boston, signed with Buffalo in July 2019 and then shipped to Minnesota. 
This past summer, Seattle took him in the expansion draft. 

Perhaps the most frustrating leg of Johanssons’ journey, however, came 
the season immediately after the Capitals traded him. That year, 
Washington won the Stanley Cup — leaving Johansson on the outside, 
looking in.  

All those playoff battles as a member of the Capitals — all those 
excruciating losses — and Johannsson didn’t get to reap the reward. 

“Obviously, you want to be part of it and win,” Johansson said. “But I was 
also very happy for the guys. You battle for seven years with them, that 
was the one goal and we didn’t get there. Then your friends get a chance 
to do that, I’m obviously happy for them. It’s frustrating not being part of 
it, but that’s the way it goes.” 

Johansson did come close to finally accomplishing his dream in 2019 
with the Bruins. But in the Stanley Cup Final, the Bruins suffered a 4-1 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 23, 2022 

 

loss in Game 7 to the Blues. In that series, Johansson scored a goal and 
tallied an assist in Game 3.  

The experiences have made Johansson a different player from his first 
go-around with the Capitals. Teammate Nicklas Backstrom said 
Johansson is now “more responsible” on the ice, turning into an all-
around player. Johansson agreed, saying he’s grown and is excited to 
show what he can do.  

Entering Tuesday’s game, Johansson has scored six goals to pair with 
17 assists this season. The Kraken traded him for Daniel Sprong, a 
fourth-rounder and a 2023 sixth-round pick in part because the 
expansion team is trying to build for the long term. The Capitals set their 
eyes on Johansson because of his versatility.  

Though Johansson will start out on the first line, it’s likely he’ll play in a 
number of different spots in the weeks to come.  

“It’s been a while since I’ve been here but it kind of feels the same still,” 
Johansson said. “It’s kind of what makes this place feel special like 
coming here it feels like you still know everybody such good friendships 
and bonds that you’ve had over all the years and somehow it kind of 
feels like nothing changed.” 
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Caps dominated in all three zones vs Blues 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

For 20 minutes, the Capitals and Blues appeared headed for an offensive 
shootout that’d be a run-and-gun affair throughout the night.  

The final two periods, though, were a masterclass in suffocating hockey 
by the Blues.  

In a 5-2 loss Tuesday at Capital One Arena, the Capitals started decently 
and finished with a thud, tallying just eight shots on net in the second and 
third periods combined. The end result was a disheartening and 
frustrating loss just a day after the trade deadline. 

“I think overall, in all three zones, we weren’t good enough,” Nicklas 
Backstrom said. “It starts from the back end and we weren’t good enough 
there and then a lot of turnovers and a lot of odd-man rushes. So I think 
that’s an area that we’ve got to clean up too if we want to be a great 
team.” 

The Blues scored twice in the second period and added an empty-net 
goal for good measure as they slowly dragged the life out of the game.  

With Washington needing a goal, St. Louis put up 23 shots in the final 40 
minutes as their forecheck and pressure was relentless all over the ice. 

“Some of those Western teams, they play a pretty detailed game with 
some skill throughout their lineup and I just think we probably weren’t 
good enough on pucks, taking away their space,” Tom Wilson said. 
“When they get a lead, they’re good at playing with a lead. Some of those 
better teams, it’s hard to chase the games against teams like that.” 

And it felt like once the Blues took command of the game, there was less 
and less the Capitals had in terms of time and space. In the final two 
periods, the Capitals had just 16 shot attempts at five-on-five (and seven 
shots) and just 21 shot attempts altogether, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Vitek Vanecek got the start in net and, for his part, stopped 33 of 37 St. 
Louis shots on the night. But the goals he allowed were not necessarily 
his fault, as Washington allowed far too many backdoor chances and 
odd-man rushes throughout the night. 

The loss came on the heels of a 7-0-1 stretch for the Capitals to begin 
the month. Now, they’ve lost two straight with just 17 regular-season 
games left to play.  

“On a long playoff run you need consistency and I think right now we’ve 
just got to find that consistency,” Wilson said. “We’ve had four or five 
games that we played really well the last month or so, but there’s 
glimpses of it. There’s glimpses of it tonight, even. I thought there was 
times where you’re like, ‘Wow, we’ve got what it takes,’ and then they 
kind of smothered us.” 

There’ll be a few weeks still for the Capitals to get healthy — Nic Dowd, 
Johan Larsson, T.J. Oshie, Trevor van Riemsdyk and Joe Snively all 
were not ready enough to play.  

When healthy, they’re hopeful they’ll look back on Tuesday’s lackluster 
night as just a blip on the radar.  

“I think we have all the pieces,” Wilson said. “We just need to execute. 
We need to show up. We need to make this building a little bit of a harder 
building to play in and just get after teams and maybe not worry so much 
about what they’re doing and their structure. We’ve just got to control the 
play a little more and, like Nick said, move the puck and make plays and 
have a little more energy, a little more jam to our game.” 
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Why the Caps played with 11 forwards and 7 defensemen 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

Capitals defenseman Matt Irwin was one of the 20 players who dressed 
for Tuesday's loss to the St. Louis Blues. He did not play, however, until 
the final shift of the game. His stats in the final box score read 29 
seconds of time on the ice and that's it. 

So what happened? 

Irwin came into the game as the team's seventh defenseman with the 
Caps having to skate a lineup down a forward. That meant he was 
always slated to see very little time on ice. 

In Monday's trade deadline, the Caps added forwards Marcus Johansson 
and Johan Larsson. Johansson was able to play Tuesday, but Larsson is 
still recovering from a sports hernia and is not yet ready to play. Nic 
Dowd and T.J. Oshie, meanwhile, are also injured. This put the Caps in a 
bind on Tuesday as they had only 11 forwards available and zero cap 
space. So the Caps did the only thing they could, they dressed 11 
forwards and seven defensemen. 

"This is what we were allowed to do based on the cap," Peter Laviolette 
said. 

With no cap space, the team could not make a recall. Even with 
emergency recalls, the team still has to remain cap compliant. 
Washington does have two players who are waiver exempt they could 
have reassigned on Tuesday to open up a spot on the roster, but that 
was essentially not an option. The issue there is that one of those players 
is Connor McMichael -- sending down a forward when you are a forward 
short does not help the problem -- and the other is Martin Fehervary -- 
one of the team's top defensemen and someone too valuable to take out 
of the lineup just to balance out the forward lines. 

In that sense, playing 11 forwards and seven defensemen was the 
team's best option. But doing so also left the team shorthanded. 

Laviolette does not like mixing his defensive pairs. We saw this last 
season when circumstances dictated the team dress seven defensemen 
and Jonas Siegenthaler only managed 28 seconds of playing time. 

"So it becomes really difficult juggling seven defensemen," Laviolette 
said following that game. "You do it because if you have an injury or if 
something pops up on the bench, you dressed the player and you dress 
to the maximum of 20. So this had nothing to do with Jonas at all and we 
were just playing the six defensemen that we’ve been going with. It’s 
difficult to roll seven. It takes people out of the loop and they lose rhythm 
with different partners.” 
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We saw that philosophy on display again on Tuesday as Irwin skated just 
the final 29 seconds of the game. 

In short, the Caps played with 11 forwards because they had no choice, 
but did not utilize Irwin because Laviolette does not like mixing his 
defensive pairs over the course of a game. The result was a shorthanded 
Caps team and an odd stat line for Irwin. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.23.2022 

1200212 Washington Capitals 

 

Defense falters as Caps fall to Blues 5-2 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

The Capitals did not put together their best defensive performance on 
Tuesday in a 5-2 loss to the St. Louis Blues. The Caps have now lost 
consecutive games in regulation for the first time in March. 

Here are some observations from the game. 

11 forwards, 7 defensemen 

With T.J. Oshie, Nic Dowd and Johan Larsson all unavailable, 
Washington skated a lineup with 11 forwards and seven defensemen 
rather than the normal 12 forwards and six defensemen. Forwards cycled 
in to play with Connor McMichael and Conor Sheary while Matt Irwin was 
the extra defensemen. 

Peter Laviolette has said in the past he does not like using seven 
defensemen because he does not want to shuffle defensive pairs so the 
result was the Caps essentially playing down a player. Irwin played the 
last 29 seconds of the game. That was his only shift of the night. 

The decision not to play Irwin more was a bit curious considering Michal 
Kempny really seemed to struggle. He took two minor penalties in the 
game with just 13:41 of playing time. 

Johansson return/debut 

Tuesday marked the debut and return of Marcus Johansson to the Caps' 
lineup after he was acquired at the trade deadline on Monday. He skated 
on the top line with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov. 

Johansson's skating remains his main asset along with his ability to 
break into the offensive zone. For the game, he logged 17:56 of ice time 
and recorded no points. 

A back-and-forth 1st 

The first period was a wild affair that saw four goals scored in less than 
nine minutes. Evgeny Kuznetsov scored on the power play to put 
Washington on the board. Brandon Saad responded just over three 
minutes later with the best goal of the night as he took the puck through 
the neutral zone, cut through the defense and slid the puck through the 
5-hole of Vitek Vanecek. The Caps responded 1:13 later on a 2-on-1 with 
Anthony Mantha setting up Tom Wilson. Finally, Ryan O'Reilly struck on 
the power play to tie the game at 2. 

All four goals came in a period of just 8:53. 

Et tu, Nathan Walker? 

St. Louis entered Tuesday's game with a league-best +26 goal 
differential in the second period and this is where the Blues separated 
themselves with two goals. It was a former Capitals player who scored 
the go-ahead goal. 

Nathan Walker was an emergency call-up on Tuesday as the Blues had 
a number of injuries to their lineup. In his first NHL game since Jan. 15, 
Walker crashed the net and was in the crease for a perfect feed from 
Brayden Schenn which Walker tipped home. 

The Australian winger was a third-round draft pick of Washington and 
ultimately played 10 games for the Caps. 

Defensive woes 

Tuesday's game continued a troubling trend for the Caps who have now 
allowed three or more goals in seven of their last eight games. 

St. Louis moved the puck very well and took advantage of key turnovers 
by Washington. The Caps also did not do a good job of protecting the 
front of the net as they allowed three goals from close-in. 

Vanecek did not have his best performance as he left a lot of big 
rebounds for St. Louis to pounce on. He did, however, make one of the 
saves of the season, diving to make an incredible glove save to deny 
Jordan Kyrou on a 3-on-1. 
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Marcus Johansson back in the one place he wanted to be 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

Marcus Johansson’s journey since he left Washington has been one that 
didn’t involve many breaks.  

He was traded after the 2016-17 season to the Devils, which began a 
slightly shorter than five-year stretch where he played for five different 
teams — in 2018-19 he was traded from the Devils to the Bruins, and 
has since begun each season with a new team.  

Now Johansson will rejoin the Capitals, a team on which he spent the 
first seven years of his career, as a deadline acquisition meant to add 
versatility and dependability to the top nine. And right from the jump, he’ll 
hop on the moving train and be asked to do a lot.  

He’ll start with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov on the top line in a 
starting point where no one is quite sure what it’ll bring to the lineup. His 
debut, or re-debut, with the Capitals will come Tuesday against the 
Blues.  

“You know, I don’t know,” coach Peter Laviolette said, when asked about 
what he likes about the trio. “It’s just a starting point, they’ve had some 
history, they’ve played together before, and just with some guys out of 
the lineup and trying to get a balance throughout the lineup, it’s just a 
starting point.” 

Johansson scored six goals and tallied 17 assists for the Kraken this 
season. As of Tuesday afternoon, the Kraken are tied for the fewest 
points in the NHL.  

The move, both in his linemates and the team he’ll play for, couldn’t have 
been more drastic even if it was the one he wanted. 

"This is the one place I wanted to go,” Johansson said Tuesday. “We 
were here a few weeks ago and coming here always still feels like home. 
I'm just very excited for the opportunity. This feels special." 

That is what the Capitals are hoping makes Johansson a bit different 
than any other deadline acquisition, too: He’s already had success for the 
team he was traded to, something not many players over the course of 
their careers can say.  

“Just the same it feels like,” Johansson said. “It’s been a while since I’ve 
been here but it kind of feels the same still. That’s kind of what makes 
this place feel special, coming here it feels like you still know everybody. 
Such good friendships and bonds that you’ve had over all the years. 
Somehow it kind of feels like nothing changed.” 

In addition to starting on the top line, he also took reps with the second 
power play unit as there won’t be much of an easing-in process for the 
31-year-old. 

While he’ll play for a new head coach, and just eight players remain from 
his first stint with the team, it’ll be a welcome return for both Johansson 
and the Capitals.  
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Things have changed for both himself and the team, notably that his first 
game back as a Capital will be played at Capital One Arena that now 
boasts a Stanley Cup Champions banner, he’s here to help the team try 
and hang another one, and get his first championship ring.  

“I think you grow and you learn every year and every new experience 
that you have,” Johansson said. “I feel like I’m a better hockey player, I 
feel like I’ve taken steps in the right direction. There’s been a lot of 
injuries over the last few years, but I still feel like I’ve grown as a person 
and a hockey player, too. I’m excited to be here and show what I can do.” 
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Carlson is still not happy about Jamie Benn's 'dangerous' hit 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

John Carlson is not happy. 

Late in Sunday's game against the Dallas Stars, the Capitals had pulled 
the goalie for an extra attacker, trailing by one. The puck came out of 
Washington's offensive zone and went the length of the ice just past the 
empty net. Carlson was in a foot race for the puck with Sars forward 
Jamie Benn after the puck. As they neared the goal line, Benn delivered 
a quick cross-check to Carlson's legs, sending him crashing into the 
boards. 

"It doesn’t feel good," Carlson said of the hit on Tuesday. 

Carlson did not skate in Monday's optional skate, but did participate in 
the morning skate on Tuesday. He is expected to play in Tuesday's game 
against the St. Louis Blues, but did note he was glad to escape serious 
injury. 

“It was pretty painful," Carlson said. "First you kind of always worry about 
your head and I was fine so that was kind of a relief." 

Benn was not penalized for the play nor was he issued any supplemental 
discipline by the league. 

Though he managed to avoid serious injury, Carlson still voiced his 
displeasure over the hit. 

“I think it was dangerous play and also needless at that point in the 
game," he said. "Completely, very very dangerous. It could be a lot 
worse." 

In 2013, the NHL adopted a hybrid icing rule which allowed icing to be 
called before a player touches the puck. The rule was changed to 
prevent situations exactly like this Sunday where two players get locked 
into a foot race putting them at risk for crashing into the boards and 
sustaining a serious injury. 

Sunday's play was not icing, but Carlson still drew a comparison between 
the league's motivation for hybrid icing and Benn's hit. 

"[The NHL has] made rules, obviously, when it pertains to that particular 
play, there’s a reason that they make that rule," Carlson said. "It’s very 
dangerous when the puck goes down like that, it’s how fast you can 
skate. That’s how fast you’re gonna hit the boards if something like that 
happens.” 
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Why the Caps didn't trade for a goalie or defenseman 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

The Capitals’ moves at the trade deadline went, as general manager 
Brian MacLellan alluded to three weeks ago, as expected.  

In adding forwards Marcus Johansson and Johan Larsson, the Capitals 
gave themselves two forwards that will likely factor into the bottom-six for 
the team’s final 18 regular-season games and, eventually, playoff 
round(s).  

But what they didn’t do, however, was perhaps just as interesting as the 
moves they did make.  

The Capitals did not add a veteran netminder, nor did they add a 
defenseman by Monday’s 3 p.m. deadline. Meaning, their goaltending 
duo will be Vitek Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov for the remainder of this 
season and the defensive corps they currently have will carry the weight 
down the stretch. 

“It was great what he’s done here lately,” MacLellan said of Vanecek’s 
play in net and the goaltending as a whole. “I think he deserves the 
opportunity to take the team into the playoffs. He had a real good stretch, 
got injured there, came back and still played well. I think we’ve got a 
certain comfort level with the way he’s played and the way he’s 
maintained it. We were comfortable with the goaltending.” 

The No. 1 goaltending target at the deadline, Marc-Andre Fleury, was off 
the board after he went to the Wild earlier in the afternoon. From that 
point on, the lack of action on goaltenders showcased one of, and 
perhaps both, confidence in Vanecek and Samsonov as a duo and an 
unwillingness to pay the price for the few goalies that moved near the 
deadline.  

And since Jan. 1, Vanecek has the ninth-best save percentage in the 
NHL at .925.  

With Vanecek and Samsonov as the tandem in net moving forward, the 
Capitals added to a forward group that has played better in the month of 
March. That stretch has been aided by steady play in net and improved 
scoring from the forward ranks. 

More importantly, though, it was getting injured players like Anthony 
Mantha and T.J. Oshie into the lineup. 

“I think we played a lot better, but again I think it’s getting guys back, 
getting guys slotted properly and Vitek playing really well in net,” 
MacLellan said. “All those things I think contributed to our level of play 
increasing and our record as of late. I think the goal has been to find 
some chemistry in our middle six whether injuries or other things that 
were happening, and some depth.” 

The Capitals also stood pat on defense, opting to leave their eight 
defensemen currently on the NHL roster as the group they’ll carry into 
the playoffs. Currently, Trevor van Riemsdyk is on injured reserve, but it’s 
a veteran group — just Martin Fehervary (22) is under the age of 30. 

“I like our top six a lot, the chemistry within it,” MacLellan said. “I like the 
overall group. They all fit well together. (Dmitry) Orlov has had a great 
year. (John Carlson) has had a great year. Marty's, you know, played 
well for a young guy. TVR has played good too. That whole group has 
played well.” 

While the Capitals didn’t go all in like a few teams around the league did, 
they opted for a more cautious and dependable route. And with the eight 
Eastern Conference playoff teams almost mathematically having clinched 
playoff spots, it’s easy to start projecting matchups for six weeks down 
the line.  

Come then, the moves they didn’t make will be just as easy to point to as 
the ones they did. 

“I think on any given night, one could beat the other,” MacLellan said. 
“There’s probably one or two that maybe have separated. You can tell by 
the points how it’s going to finish up here, we’re all going to be pretty 
close in points. It’s going to be about health, it’s going to be about playing 
the right way at the right time. We’ll see what happens in the east. Good 
teams could get upset (in the) first round, and you never know what’s 
going to happen after that.” 
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Metropolitan trade deadline grades: Who got better? 

 

by J.J. Regan 

 

Another trade deadline has come and gone and the Metropolitan Division 
was very active. Here's a look at each team's moves and how they fared 
overall. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Trades: Acquired forward Max Domi from the Columbus Blue Jackets 
and defenseman Tyler Inamoto from the Florida Panthers for forward 
Egor Korshkov (to Florida) and defenseman Aidan Hreschuk (to 
Columbus). Florida also received a sixth-round draft pick from Columbus. 

Grade: B- 

Domi is a good player with a high offensive upside. While Carolina is the 
top defensive team in the league, it has slipped down to 11th in goals for 
per game. The Hurricanes added an impact player as all the teams 
around them loaded up at the trade deadline and they did so without 
having to move a roster player. In that sense, this move made sense. 

On the other hand, Domi is statistically awful defensively so you have to 
wonder just how well he will fit into Carolina's style of play. Sure, he has 
high offensive upside, but he also has just one goal in 31 games. How 
much of an upgrade offensively is he really? 

This is a gamble that could pay off, but I am not sure it is one Carolina 
needed to make. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Trades: Acquired defenseman Aidan Hreschuk from the Carolina 
Hurricanes for forward Max Domi and a sixth-round draft pick to the 
Florida Panthers in a three-team trade. 

Grade: B- 

I'm ultimately just not impressed with this return for Domi. They traded 
away a decent forward and retained half his salary and still could only 
recoup a third-round pick. Domi was not part of this team's future and 
was on an expiring contract so good on them for at least getting 
something for him, but this seems pretty low for what was ultimately a 
seller's market this year. 

New Jersey Devils 

Trades: Acquired goalie Andrew Hammond from the Montreal Canadiens 
for forward Nate Schnarr 

Grade: B+ 

The Devils are at a point where they are neither buyers nor sellers so 
they elected not to do much of anything at the trade deadline. Doing 
nothing is a reasonable option at the trade deadline and one that more 
teams should utilize. 

New York Islanders 

Trades: None 

Grade: B+ 

The Islanders did nothing and I don't hate it. It really feels like their 
season was just a collection of bad situations that all came together to 
lead to the team's implosion. There's no reason to make any grand 
conclusions on what that means for the team going forward. 

Are there some contracts the team could have shed? Sure, but overall I 
do not believe the Islanders needed to force anything. 

New York Rangers 

Trades: Acquired forward Frank Vatrano from the Florida Panthers for a 
fourth-round draft pick 

Acquired defenseman Justin Braun from the Philadelphia Flyers for a 
third-round draft pick 

Acquired forward Nick Merkley from the San Jose Sharks for 
defenseman Anthony Bitetto 

Acquired forward Tyler Motte from the Vancouver Canucks for a fourth-
round draft pick. 

Acquired forward Andrew Copp and a sixth-round draft pick from the 
Winnipeg Jets for forward Morgan Barron, two conditional second-round 
draft picks and a fifth-round draft pick. 

Grade: B 

The Rangers are ahead of schedule because Igor Shesterkin is having 
an incredible year. Overall, however, New York is not as good as 
Shesterkin has made them look. That put them in a position where they 
needed to add (because a hot goalie can take you far), but also should 
not mortgage the future when the process towards building a contender 
seems to be working well. I feel like the Rangers straddled that line 
reasonably well here. 

None of these trades are the big "swing for the fences" type of deal some 
expected the Rangers to make to vault themselves into contention, but 
nothing New York did was a dramatic overpay either. Adding so many 
players can bring its own complications as it means taking out players 
who helped you get to this point. That will require some work from head 
coach Gerard Gallant to make all the pieces fit together. For the most 
part, however, the Rangers improved and it did not cost an arm and a leg 
to do it. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Trades: Acquired forward Owen Tippett, a first-round draft pick and a 
third-round draft pick for forwards Claude Giroux, Connor Bunnaman and 
German Rubtsov and a fifth-round draft pick. 

Acquired a third-round draft pick from the New York Rangers for 
defenseman Justin Braun. 

Acquired a third-round draft pick from the Edmonton Oilers for forward 
Derick Brassard. 

Grade: C- 

The Flyers had one of the top assets to trade in Giroux and ultimately got 
a fairly lackluster return for him. Sure, the fact that Giroux wanted to go to 
Florida may have contributed to the low return, but it feels like 
Philadelphia could have and should have gotten more. 

If you add in the Rasmus Ristolainen extension and the fact that a team 
that has been as bad as the Flyers this year still thinks it can rebuild on 
the fly and this looks like a really bad trade deadline for Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Trades: Acquired defenseman Nathan Beaulieu for a conditional 
seventh-round draft pick. 

Acquired forward Rickard Rakell from the Anaheim Ducks for forwards 
Zach Aston-Reese and Dominik Simon, goalie Calle Clang and a 
second-round draft pick. 

Grade: A- 

The Penguins made one of the most notable moves on the day by adding 
Rakell. He is not a player who drives play but has proven himself to be a 
strong complementary piece to a star center from his time with Ryan 
Getzlaf. Now Rakell is expected to line up with Evgeni Malkin giving 
Pittsburgh a formidable offensive attack. All it cost them was two players 
on expiring contracts, a goalie prospect they probably would not have 
used with Tristan Jarry being only 26 and a second-round pick. 

Washington Capitals 

Trades: Acquired forward Marcus Johansson from the Seattle Kraken for 
forward Daniel Spong, a fourth-round draft pick, a sixth-round draft pick  
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Acquired forward Johan Larsson from the Arizona Coyotes for a 2023 
third-round draft pick. 

Grade: B 

A Caps team currently in a wild card spot added two solid pieces at a 
fairly decent price. Washington addressed one need in adding middle-six 
and depth offense, but did not address another by not taking a goalie. 
The path to the Cup in the East is brutal and the Caps did not break the 
bank to add players who may not even be able to help them avoid an 
early exit, but they did still get better. 

It may not have been a great deadline, but it certainly does not look like a 
bad one either. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.23.2022 

1200217 Washington Capitals 

 

Caps opt for versatility over star power at trade deadline 

 

by Andrew Gillis 

 

Amidst an Eastern Conference arms race, the Capitals appeared to zig 
while the rest of the conference zagged.  

The Capitals added forwards Marcus Johansson and Johan Larsson, two 
dependable 200-foot players that should make an impact in all areas of 
the ice to the forward lines. Compared to what the rest of the conference 
did, it represented moves to become a more responsible hockey team — 
especially with the departure of offensively-gifted but defensively-
inconsistent Daniel Sprong.  

But in total, the Capitals didn’t put all of their chips on the table like other 
Eastern Conference contenders did. They still have picks in the first three 
rounds of this summer’s draft and picks in the first two rounds of next 
year’s draft. They also kept highly regarded young players like Connor 
McMichael, Hendrix Lapierre and Alex Alexeyev in the organization.  

In total, the Capitals added both Johansson and Larsson (with both of 
their remaining salaries 50% retained) for the cost of Sprong, a 2022 4th, 
a 2023 3rd and 2023 6th round pick. Their deadline approach wasn’t to 
splurge on high-powered talent, but rather a calculated maneuvering of 
players that might help in the playoffs in six weeks. 

“I think we were looking for versatile guys, guys that could play against 
good players,” general manager Brian MacLellan. “We've got the Dowd 
line that can match up against anybody and we're trying to create another 
line that can play good two-way hockey against good players.” 

In Johansson, the Capitals got a player they’re confident can play at any 
forward spot in the top nine — because he’s done it before.  

Johansson, acquired from Seattle for Sprong as well as 2022 4th and 
2023 6th round picks, spent seven seasons in Washington before being 
traded after the 2016-17 season as a cap casualty and a way to shake 
up the roster after a playoff loss. Since then, he’s played for five different 
teams and struggled to stay healthy in the lineup. But he’ll get a fresh 
start after a six-goal, 23-point campaign with the expansion Kraken. 

“I think anywhere in our top nine he can play, both wings, I think he’s a 
versatile player that has a comfort level with people off the ice and I think 
on the ice,” MacLellan said. “A lot of games playing with Kuzy, a lot with 
Nick, knows our power play really well. He can come in and he’s 
comfortable right away, in my mind.” 

A known stellar option at carrying the puck into the zone, both on the 
power play at five-on-five, Johansson’s numbers have declined since he 
left Washington. MacLellan indicated he could see time on the first 
power-play unit too. But now, he’ll join a team familiar with what he can 
do, where he topped out at 58 points in his final season.  

“Since he left, I think he’s developed a lot as a player,” center Nicklas 
Backstrom said. “I talk to him often, good friend of mine, and it will be fun 

to see him back here. I think it’s good for us as a team and fun for him to 
be back here.” 

Eight players remain from Johansson’s tenure in Washington, and 
notably, he was gone when the team won the Stanley Cup in June 2018.  

“He's a really smart player,” winger Tom Wilson said. “He makes the 
players around him better. He makes smart plays — really good with the 
puck. He spends a lot of time with the puck. He was kind of a young 
veteran guy when I was drafted here. A lot of fond memories from those 
days. He's a really nice person, a really good person and a good 
teammate. It'll be fun.” 

To pair with Johansson who will likely find a role in the bottom six, the 
team added Larsson to help on the fourth line. 

“We’ve always liked Larsson, even when he was in Buffalo,” MacLellan 
said. “He was a real good defensive player, he’s versatile, he can play 
center, he can play wing, kills penalties, very responsible player, good 
five-on-five guy. I think there’s multiple uses for him also, and adding 
center depth if injuries occur is important for us too.” 

Larsson is recovering from sports hernia surgery in early February. Per 
MacLellan, he will need about a week of practice, give or take, to return 
to the ice.  

As MacLellan also added, Larsson can also help out in the faceoff circle 
should the situation call for it. He has won 49.5% of his career faceoffs, 
which was another theme of the day: versatility. 

“The thing about our lineup is that there are pieces that can move,” coach 
Peter Laviolette said. “Conor Sheary moves and T.J. Oshie moves and 
Willy moves up and down the lineup and probably the same for him and 
once we get things settled and get guys back, we will figure out where 
the line combinations go.” 

With Johansson and Larsson in the mix, the Capitals have four full-time 
centers (Backstrom, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Lars Eller and Nic Dowd) and 
three (McMichael, Johansson and Larsson) that can play in the middle in 
a roster/injury pinch. Compared to last year’s team, which played T.J. 
Oshie and Michael Raffl at center due to a bevy of injuries, they’re much 
deeper at the center position.  

“The parts can move a little bit and you can figure that out once we get 
everyone back and healthy, so to take an NHL player (Johansson) who 
has a lot of history of producing offensive and being a two-way player 
and can play in multiple positions and different roles, I think that 
strengthens our lineup and could strengthen a line with somebody else,” 
Laviolette said. 

The lineup is certainly deeper than it was 24 hours ago, and in a few 
ways, more versatile too.  

There wasn’t necessarily a sexy move, such as an acquisition of 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury or scoring winger Max Domi, but the 
deadline consisted of two calculated moves that the Capitals feel will 
make their team more difficult to play against.  

As for if that’ll be enough to compete in a tough conference remains to be 
seen. But for now, the current iteration of the Capitals will be the one to 
chase the franchise’s second Stanley Cup when the playoffs begin in 42 
days. 
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NHL trade deadline 2022 aftermath: Sizing up the Stanley Cup race 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

 

The trade deadline has passed and we now have a much clearer picture 
of what each team will look like come playoff time. That makes it the 
perfect time to assess the state of the Stanley Cup race.  
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Taking stock in each team’s odds post-deadline is an exercise I do every 
year. It’s a natural point to reflect on how each team has played, what 
they’ve added to address holes, and most importantly: where they stand 
relative to the field. The deadline is all about creating the best possible 
version of a team and it’s important to evaluate the jobs each team did 
through that lens. 

This year, nearly every team that fancies itself a contender made at least 
some move of consequence — whether that was finding the best player, 
the right player, or the magical combination that checked both boxes. 
With almost every team making a splash, the deadline arms race was 
more about keeping up rather than getting ahead.  

It remains to be seen which moves will pan out best, or which moves 
flame out. But as it stands, here’s how the Stanley Cup field looks — 
separated into five categories.  

Data as of March 21 

Teams with playoff chances under 15 percent were not included. 

Projected goalie values were based on the starter playing every game 
unless there was uncertainty over who the starting goalie would be. 

The Favorite 

The best chance to win it all: 15 percent or higher 

Colorado 

The rich get richer. Artturi Lehkonen gives the middle-six some extra 
punch. Nico Sturm gives the bottom-six size. Andrew Cogliano adds 
some depth. And Josh Manson feels like a perfect fit next to the smooth-
skating, but undersized Samuel Girard. The Avalanche added a lot to 
their bottom line at the deadline and became even heavier Cup favorites 
as a result. In fact, they’re the only one in this category thanks to a mind-
boggling Cup probability of 31 percent. That’s absurdly high. 

There are a few reasons why it’s so high. The first is that the playoff path 
as the West is much weaker than the East, with a high chance of facing a 
minnow in the opening round (but also a non-insignificant chance of 
facing a healthy Vegas team if it makes the playoffs). But more 
importantly, Colorado is just better than everyone else. By a lot. It’s the 
Avalanche and then the rest, with a massive gap in expected win 
percentage between them and the next best team. 

The Avalanche have the best top line and the best top pair. They have an 
elite center manning a second line that features two top-line caliber 
wingers. They have a top-pairing defender on the second pair and 
potentially a fourth one on the third pair if Bowen Byram indeed comes 
back. They have a decent bottom-six. Perhaps most importantly, they 
have an elite goalie in Darcy Kuemper.  

That last part might be what seals it as the team has a backup plan if the 
high-octane attack doesn’t fully translate come playoff time. Or a safety 
net if they really want to push the pace offensively.  

From top to bottom this is just a flat-out dominant team with few flaws. I 
don’t think we’ve seen a team this complete in the salary cap era, and it’s 
why their chances to win are so high. That’s never a guarantee, but the 
Avalanche will still enter the playoffs with a very strong chance of making 
this their year. 

The Contenders 

The biggest threats to the favorites: 8-to-15 percent 

Florida 

The Panthers are the antithesis of archaic playoff hockey ideals and I for 
one am here for it. Can’t win playoff hockey games 5-3? We’ll see about 
that. 

Florida, a team that already had the deepest forward group in the league, 
said “yeah, but what if we added Claude Giroux to that?” Lo and behold, 
an absolutely loaded top nine — perhaps the deepest I’ve ever seen. 
Aleksander Barkov has a big-time threat next to him on the top line, 
Jonathan Huberdeau leads a rush-happy second line, and Sam Reinhart 
is an absolute luxury on the league’s best third line. This forward group is 
stupid good and it’s the primary reason the Panthers are rated as the 
league’s second-best team. 

But. 

The Panthers are not without flaw. They have an absolutely elite top pair 
with Aaron Ekblad and Mackenzie Weegar, but there’s potential for the 
former to not be available for Game 1 due to a knee injury. That could 
pose some serious challenges for Florida because their defensive depth 
isn’t exactly sterling. Gustav Forsling has grown into a decent top-four 
guy, but I have less faith in the other three. That includes analytical 
punching bag Ben Chiarot, Florida’s other big deadline addition. 

Look, I don’t think Chiarot is as bad as his rating here, or his numbers 
this season. I get the upside of having the big bad wolf patrolling the 
crease and cross-checking anyone in sight. But I still don’t see him as a 
big difference-maker that can move the needle in the top four. He’s 
always been a third-pairing player masquerading as more next to an elite 
partner. Perhaps that’s the goal here with the intention of splitting up 
Ekblad and Weegar — maybe that’s how they get the most out of 
Chiarot’s skillset. But it still seems like a helluva gamble for a team that 
had a need for a legitimate top-four guy. Chiarot very likely isn’t that. 

With that being said, Florida should be fine thanks to the return-to-form 
from Sergei Bobrovsky this year. He’s looked much closer to the older 
version of himself, and that more than anything has changed Florida’s 
fortunes from dark horse team to legitimate contender. A lethal offense, 
strong defense and a decent goalie should be more than enough to win 
the East — even if there are still slight concerns with the defensive depth. 

Calgary 

The biggest threat to Colorado’s coronation in the West is Calgary, a 
team that likely wants some revenge for an unceremonious first-round 
loss a few years back. The Flames looked like they could bounce back 
towards being a playoff team, but it was hard to see something like this 
coming. They’re a powerhouse — and Canada’s best chance at bringing 
home the Stanley Cup. 

Playoff path is crucial here as the West is far thinner than the East which 
boosts Calgary’s odds through the first two rounds. That’s even truer in 
the Pacific where there isn’t really much of a threat outside of the 
Flames. It’s why Calgary has a 50 percent chance of making it to the 
conference final, the second-highest mark behind Colorado. The next 
highest team is at 39 percent. That’s not to discredit the Flames, it’s to 
show the advantage of being in their division. The Flames have a nearly 
identical expected win percentage as Tampa Bay, but their chances of 
winning it all are four percentage points higher. Must be nice! 

However, this team is also elite in its own right. By expected win 
percentage they’re still the fourth-best team. That’s thanks to one of the 
best lines in hockey, a deep defense, and one of the best starting goalies 
in Jacob Markstrom. Having a guy like that playing behind Darryl Sutter’s 
system is a huge advantage. It’s that system that makes what once 
looked like a middling defense corps now seem like one of the league’s 
strongest. There’s no Top Guy, but having a top-four where everyone is 
top-pairing caliber definitely makes up for that. 

The Flames’ biggest issue going into the deadline was forward depth and 
the Flames solved that problem well with the additions of Tyler Toffoli 
and Calle Jarnkrok. Both those guys immediately bolster the middle six 
and give the Flames incredible flexibility in the top nine. There are a 
number of ways they can mix-and-match players — including breaking 
up the top line — which will depend on their playoff foe. Either way, 
they’ll be ready. They have the talent to go far, and a system built for it. 
Calgary is playoff ready. 

The Challengers 

The teams that can do damage, but face a difficult path: 5-to-8 percent 

Toronto 

In order to keep up with the contending class arms race, Toronto needed 
to shore up at every position. The Leafs added capable forward depth in 
Colin Blackwell, a defensive difference-maker in Mark Giordano, and 
supplementary depth in Ilya Lyubushkin. The one thing they didn’t handle 
was arguably the one problem that needed the most fixing: goaltending.  

Jack Campbell has the potential to be The Guy if he’s at his absolute 
best. But there’s a near equal chance of seeing the other version of 
Campbell, the one who has been one of the league’s worst over the last 
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few months. Jekyll and Hyde goaltending doesn’t win playoff series and 
there doesn’t seem to be much insurance behind him. The Leafs are 
strong enough to contend with Campbell as the starter in a normal year, 
but they’ve been knocked down a peg this year with how strong the field 
is. This year, a below-average starter will be tough to hide. That, and a 
playoff path is what knocks the Leafs into a lower tier. 

Aside from those two things, the rest of the roster looks really strong, 
especially the top line anchored by an MVP-caliber season from Auston 
Matthews. He and Mitch Marner are the keys to Toronto finally winning a 
series and it starts with them actually playing up to their ability come 
playoff-time. The duo is worth over 10 wins on their own, but that doesn’t 
mean much if they don’t approach that number when it actually matters.  

Actually having John Tavares for this playoff run will be helpful, but the 
team needs him and William Nylander to get back to the level they were 
at to start the season. That’s crucial because as fine as the bottom six is, 
it lacks the scoring punch some other teams can muster. The Leafs can’t 
afford to be a one line team. 

The defense looks extremely promising though after the addition of 
Giordano and the right mix could give Toronto an even stronger chance 
of going far. It’s likely this is the team’s starting six when healthy, which 
leaves young guns Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren on the outside 
— both of whom would be an improvement over Lyubushkin. It’ll be 
interesting to see what the team does there when Jake Muzzin and 
Sandin return from injury, but handedness may mean a decent 
defenseman is watching from the press box most nights. Time will tell if 
the new mix is indeed an improvement, or if the team galaxy-brained 
itself into a trade because the goaltending tanked for a few months. 

Tampa Bay 

Should the defending champions be higher? Probably yes. Models can 
do math well, but they don’t know that the Lightning are proven playoff 
winners and that the Leafs are cursed. At the very least those should be 
flipped, right? Whatever, it’s not like anyone will yell at me over 0.1 
percentage points… 

Part of the reason for that might be the Lightning knowing what it takes to 
win and taking it a bit easier down the stretch. We’ve seen it plenty of 
times in the past from other elite teams as they get bored waiting for the 
playoffs and the same thing may be happening here from the two-time 
defending champion. That might help explain some weaker results of late 
and it wouldn’t be a shock to see Tampa Bay turn it on when it actually 
matters. The model isn’t as high on Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov 
as it has been in past years as one example, but I’m not betting against 
either in a playoff-style atmosphere. 

The Lightning have a plethora of depth at their disposal and that was 
bolstered by two key additions at the deadline: one the model loved 
(Brandon Hagel), and one that it didn’t (Nick Paul). It perfectly mirrors the 
work Tampa Bay did at the 2020 deadline acquiring one model favorite 
(Blake Coleman), and one head-scratcher (Barclay Goodrow). Both were 
essential to the team’s vision of a checking line and I have little doubt the 
same thing won’t manifest here. It’s all about creating a strong forecheck 
and this trio, with the underrated Ross Colton down the middle, should 
excel in that role. 

Defense is also a major strong-suit thanks to the best left-side in the 
league – one that carries a relatively vulnerable right side. Victor Hedman 
is playing some of the best hockey of his career and he, again, is not 
someone I’m betting against.  

Add Andrei Vasilevskiy to that list and Tampa Bay’s top-end remains 
scary. Will it be enough for a three-peat? The model has its doubts, 
which is notable because it was very high on the team in each of the prior 
two playoffs. The difference this time is less about the Lightning and 
more about the rest of the league which has upped its game in order to 
catch Tampa Bay. On paper, it looks like teams like Florida, Calgary, and 
Toronto did enough — with Colorado already being there after winning 
the Presidents’ trophy last season. We’ll see if what’s on paper matches 
what happens on the ice. 

Pittsburgh 

Never doubt the Penguins. That should be the lesson every summer 
because they keep coming back for another chance at winning it all. As 
long as Sidney Crosby is still Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin is still Evgeni 

Malkin and Kris Letang is still Kris Letang, there’s not much reason to 
doubt Pittsburgh.  

The Penguins have been playing great hockey all year and their biggest 
issue is mainly that other teams have just been better. This is a team that 
would normally be good enough to contend, but the top of the league is 
absolutely stacked at the moment. Pittsburgh has star-power and depth, 
and goaltending (unless the clock strikes midnight for Tristan Jarry in 
round one) — but other teams just have a little more of each.  

Pittsburgh has a very strong team as is so there was no need for major 
changes, but there was one hole they needed to fill, and that was a 
winger for Malkin. Kasperi Kapanen wasn’t getting it done while Evan 
Rodrigues’s Cinderella start has expectedly faded. Rickard Rakell seems 
like a great fit for Pittsburgh’s system and should pair nicely with Malkin. 
It’s not a move that makes the team a de facto contender, but it keeps 
them in line with everyone else in this tier of challengers. 

Carolina 

Every other team made a big splash at the deadline. The Hurricanes 
settled for Max Domi and I don’t love that for them. 

That addition gives Carolina just a bit more scoring depth, but it doesn’t 
really move the needle much compared to what other teams acquired. 
Domi has the potential to be more than he’s shown over the past few 
seasons so there’s an upside to acquiring him. But those last few 
seasons have been poor enough to have concern regarding what he 
really brings to the table. It’s not a move that puts the team over the top. 

Carolina didn’t really need that, the team is strong enough as is, but the 
model is still a little skeptical of the Hurricanes relative to the field. 
There’s a lot to like here, no doubt, but I’m still not sure if there’s enough 
oomph from the top of the lineup to compete with some of the other 
contenders. That’s been my primary concern all season, and as much as 
I love Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin — there are 
other top threes that are far more imposing. It still feels like something is 
missing here. 

Minnesota 

Most deadline deals don’t actually do much towards moving a team’s 
Cup chances up or down drastically. One player, especially a player 
acquired at the deadline, doesn’t make a big difference. Marc-André 
Fleury has the potential to be the exception to that rule and he’s the 
reason the Wild find themselves in a tier with Tampa Bay, Toronto, 
Carolina and Pittsburgh. It’s likely not where many expected, but Fleury 
could just be a game-changer for Minnesota. 

The Wild were flirting with contender status for most of the first half of the 
year, but goaltending started to sewer them and the team started reeling 
as a result. Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen weren’t getting it done. It 
was a shame given just how deep the lineup was looking and the fact the 
team actually had some star talent to lead them. Kirill Kaprizov is one of 
the best players in the league, a guy you can win a Cup with. The Wild 
also have an incredible top nine and top four. A legitimate starting goalie 
was their sole missing piece. 

Now, it’s no guarantee at all Fleury can be that. He hasn’t been at that 
level this season with Chicago and his results aren’t far off from Talbot’s. 
That is concerning, but that was in Chicago where the context was likely 
more difficult than public metrics make it out to be. In a better situation 
with a stronger defense in front of him, Fleury can thrive. 

With goaltending, the best bet is taking the long-view and not focusing 
too much on short-term results. Fleury has a long resume of excellent 
performance and has a higher ceiling than what Talbot or Kahkonen 
could’ve offered. That’s the biggest draw here and a higher ceiling in net 
means a higher ceiling for the team. At his best, Fleury can make this 
team a very worthy foe in the West. 

The Dark Horses 

The teams that can make noise, if everything goes right: 2-to-5 percent 

Boston 

The Bruins had one major problem going into the deadline and that was 
the gaping hole at second-line center. As you know, they did not solve it. 
Tomas Hertl re-signing in San Jose didn’t help with that, but it’s still of 
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little comfort to know the Bruins are actually going with Erik Haula and 
Charlie Coyle down the middle. The team’s strong winger depth helps 
mitigate that, but the team is still very weak at center compared to other 
top-tier teams. Thank god for Patrice Bergeron. 

At the very least, the team’s defense looks very strong and the Bruins 
can definitely make some noise through that identity. Hampus Lindholm 
isn’t quite what he used to be, but I imagine we’ll see much stronger 
results out of him in a Bruins sweater. He’ll either be paired with one of 
the best play-driving defenders in the league in Charlie McAvoy or away 
from tough comp next to Brandon Carlo. Either way, it’s a much easier 
burden than what he dealt with in Anaheim. His micro-stats suggest a 
player who was a victim of circumstance in Anaheim and a turnaround 
feels promising in a new environment. 

If he does, Boston looks like a real threat with that blue line. Jeremy 
Swayman is unproven, but what he’s shown so far might just be good 
enough. And though the center depth is weak, Boston’s top end is still 
among the league’s best with its trio of elite talents. One other PLUS: the 
possibility of getting out of the Atlantic bracket. The Hurricanes would be 
no joke in Round 1, but I’d take my chances there (and the rest of the 
Metro) over two of Florida, Tampa Bay, and Toronto. 

Edmonton 

If teams win through strength down the middle, there are few teams that 
are scarier than Edmonton going into the playoffs. The team’s added 
winger depth has allowed the Oilers to finally do the right thing and 
unleash a trifecta of Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins down the middle. No one is touching that. 

The addition of Evander Kane allowed for all of that and his on-ice 
performance has been as strong as expected. Zach Hyman and Jesse 
Puljujarvi give the team two additional top-line winger options and 
suddenly the team’s forward depth looks pretty flush with talent. Derick 
Brassard is a savvy depth add that adds to that. 

The problem is the rest of the team. Goaltending remains a massive 
question mark and grades out as the second-worst of all prospective 
playoff teams, and the defense in front of it is well below average. Darnell 
Nurse has solidified himself as a legitimate number one and Evan 
Bouchard has emerged as a decent option on the right side. But outside 
of that is pretty rough and the team still lacks a true star on the back-end. 
Brett Kulak is a decent depth add if he can return to the form he showed 
a couple of seasons back. I don’t know if he moves the needle as much 
as other models suggest. But, as a third-pairing option, he’s a strong 
scoring chance suppressor. That’s something the Oilers desperately 
need.  

It’ll still come down to the Oilers out-scoring their problems, but they have 
the talent to do so. If they draw a star-less Kings team in the opening 
round, they may be able to win a round — especially with the way they’ve 
played under Jay Woodcroft. Anything more will need some out-of-this-
world performances from the stars, or some of the support to really step 
up. 

The Rest 

The teams that face a very difficult road in the playoffs: 0-to-2 percent 

Rangers 

The Rangers needed serious deadline reinforcements and they got it. 
Andrew Copp gives the middle six a much-needed boost, Tyler Motte is a 
strong penalty-killer, Frank Vatrano is a solid depth scorer, and Justin 
Braun is a capable depth defender. Suddenly, the team looks like it has 
significantly fewer holes, especially once Kaapo Kakko returns from 
injury. It’s still a roster that will depend on Igor Shesterkin to bail it out 
most nights, but not nearly to the degree shown over the first five months 
of the season. 

That’s one problem solved, but the Rangers still have another to deal 
with: the rest of the East. New York’s current roster is stronger than some 
will give it credit for, but it’s still difficult to place it ahead of the other six 
teams in the East. Shesterkin certainly levels the playing field and having 
the league’s best goalie is the ultimate trump card — but the rest of the 
team is still lacking relative to the field. The Rangers will be a very tough 
out, but in a very competitive conference they’ll still be underdogs every 
step of the way. The path may be a bit too difficult to overcome. 

Nashville 

If Roman Josi can keep scoring over two points per game and Juuse 
Saros stands on his head, I like Nashville’s chances. The Predators have 
some serious firepower up front with Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene 
too. But those four likely aren’t strong enough to carry this Nashville team 
deep as there isn’t much support for that Big Four. It’s an elite quartet, no 
question, and it’s what makes Nashville a stronger team than expected. 
But the rest of the team is what holds it back from being something more 
— plus the acquisition of Jeremy Lauzon only hurt Nashville’s chances. 
He’s one of the league’s worst defensemen. 

The Predators expected win percentage of 0.540 would usually be a 
great mark and the depth would be good enough to be a dark horse. Not 
this year though where all the contenders look super-charged. Unless 
they somehow draw the Blues or Stars in the first round, the Predators 
will likely be first-round underdogs and the path will only get more difficult 
from there. 

Vegas 

Everyone is down on the Golden Knights — and for good reason 
considering their recent play and current standing. They might night even 
make the playoffs with their current odds sitting at 37 percent! But if they 
do, and they’re healthy, watch out. 

There’s a reason the team performed all those salary cap gymnastics in 
order to build this year’s version and that’s because it’s an elite lineup… 
when healthy. We have yet to see that in any capacity this season so it’s 
tough to judge how it will actually perform when the time comes — but 
we can infer. We know how good every player should be and in total it’s 
a deep lineup with plenty of star players. Mark Stone, Jack Eichel, Max 
Pacioretty, Alex Pietrangelo, Shea Theodore and Robin Lehner is a hot 
starting lineup. 

In order to be a contender, Vegas needs more out of Pietrangelo and 
Eichel to live up to the hype, and both of those things are well within 
reason. Right now, the lowered odds are a matter of two things: playoff 
unlikelihood and the probability of facing a powerhouse in round one. 
Those teams would be favored in the opening round, but I bet they 
wouldn’t be happy to see this club staring them down on the other side. 

Washington 

A strong start offered high hopes for the Capitals getting back to 
contention status, but the team has slowed down considerably since and 
they’ve now been relegated with “The Rest” instead. The model has been 
considerably low on the Capitals going into the playoffs over each of the 
last four seasons and in three of those instances was vindicated with a 
first-round exit. The other instance was of course the Stanley Cup victory. 

There’s always a chance, but that victory came with a better chance to 
win than the one Washington is getting here and this team looks a lot 
closer to the first-round flops rather than the champions. Again, it’s about 
star-power here as Alex Ovechkin and John Carlson aren’t enough in a 
high octane East. The depth here is very strong throughout the lineup, 
especially after the addition of defensive stalwart Johan Larsson (Marcus 
Johansson for Daniel Sprong is closer to a lateral move), but it’s not 
enough to overcome the lack of real high-end upside. 

The biggest issue though is in net. Vitek Vanecek or Ilya Samsonov don’t 
offer much confidence towards the thought of Washington going deep in 
the playoffs. In the Eastern Conference pecking order, it’s hard to make 
an argument for Washington anywhere but the bottom. 

Dallas 

The Stars are a one line team plus Miro Heiskanen — and who knows 
when he’ll be back. That one line is phenomenal, one of the best in the 
league and one that can go up against any other. But the rest? Folks, it’s 
bad. Maybe Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn and Alex Radulov can find a 
youthful elixir or a time machine, but they haven’t shown enough this 
season to be confident of that. Deeper teams — like Colorado, the 
team’s most likely playoff opponent — would be a very difficult matchup. 

To Dallas’s credit, the team’s top four is quite formidable and maybe 
there’s enough forward depth to grind through a series. But there’s also a 
big question mark in net. Jake Oettinger has been fine, but he’s still one 
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of the weakest options available as far as starters go. There are just too 
many holes still, holes that Vladislav Namestnikov alone can’t fill. 

St. Louis 

It is likely both a surprise and not a surprise to see the Blues this low. A 
surprise because of their strong record. Not a surprise because it’s been 
well-reported that the team’s underlying numbers aren’t very strong. Last 
week in 16 Stats, I examined who their past peers were in terms of the 
gap between their actual and expected goals percentage and it wasn’t 
pretty. The roster grades above are a reflection of that. 

The Blues are deep at forward with an impressive top nine, but arguably 
still lack a true offensive star. Jordan Kyrou has the potential to be that, 
but he isn’t exactly played like it. Against some of the West’s stronger 
teams, the team’s top-end may not be strong enough. St. Louis does 
have Ryan O’Reilly’s stingy defense to counter that, but his offense isn’t 
quite where it used to be. A bigger issue may be the team’s blueline 
which the addition of Nick Leddy did little to address. At this point in his 
career, Leddy is a replacement-level talent and though he can move the 
puck, it doesn’t translate to strong results. He could be a decent fit next 
to a strong defender like Colton Parayko, but it’s a gamble. Again, there’s 
no legitimate number one defender to lead the charge. 

In net, Ville Husso has been the main reason St. Louis has won so many 
games, but he’s cooled off a bit after a torrid start. Over his last 10 
games, he has a .904 save percentage, leaving room for Jordan 
Binnington to retake the starting job. Both have series-stealing potential, 
but the keyword there is “stealing.” With the way the Blues are often out-
chanced, a series win would very much feel that way. (Unless it’s against 
Minnesota, a matchup the Blues have dominated over the past few 
years). 

Los Angeles 

The Kings have been a nice story, but it’s still very unlikely they’re ready 
for primetime in this year’s playoffs. Look at every other team and they’re 
chock full of stars, depth or both. The Kings are lacking a bit in both 
areas and don’t have any particular areas of strength relative to other 
playoff teams. Drew Doughty and Viktor Arvidsson are playing at a high 
level this year and may be able to help Los Angeles do some damage, 
but it’s not as safe a bet as what other teams have at the top of the 
lineup. The biggest issue is scoring and Anze Kopitar leading the team 
with 52 points in 64 games is a testament to that. The Kings are able to 
control play well, but if the puck isn’t going in, it’s not saying much. Los 
Angeles will get back to that level one day, but it’s hard to see that being 
this year.  
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The NHL’s 2022 trade deadline has come and gone, seeing the two-time-
defending champs find a way to load up for another run, a West 
contender add a future Hall of Famer in net, a young team in New York 
look to skip ahead in line … and a whole lot of other teams not do nearly 
that much. 

Which teams had the best deadline, and which had the worst? We check 
in with the writers who know the teams best and ask them to rate each 
team’s deadline on a scale of 1 to 10: 

9 

Florida Panthers: We’re not going to re-litigate the Ben Chiarot deal, 
mainly because the overpay was canceled out by the Claude Giroux 
underpay. The end result? A really good team got a lot better and set the 
tone for the rest of the conference. Giroux on a line with Aleksander 
Barkov could be magic. Chiarot, whatever you think of the price, is a 
defensive upgrade in some capacity. And hey, there’s Robert Hagg! This 
isn’t a Cup contender; it’s a Cup favorite. — Sean Gentille 

Anaheim Ducks: Watching a teardown as it happens isn’t pretty, but the 
Ducks had gone as far as they could with their longtime core. New 
general manager Pat Verbeek saw that right away and used the most 
valuable players on expiring contracts that he could deal to load up on 
future assets. Now he has three first-round picks and five second-round 
selections in the next two drafts. And he has oodles of cap space for 
2022-23. This might only be the start of The Great Shakeup in Anaheim. 
— Eric Stephens 

Pittsburgh Penguins: High marks to Ron Hextall. He landed Rickard 
Rakell, the kind of top-six winger the Penguins badly needed. In doing 
so, Hextall also managed to avoid trading the Penguins’ first-round pick 
in the 2022 NHL Draft. Yes, he gave up some assets, but nothing that 
should set the Penguins back. Rakell will play with Evgeni Malkin, and 
the Penguins believe the duo will thrive together. It was a good day for 
Hextall. — Josh Yohe 
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Calgary Flames: The trade period started early for the Flames, with the 
move to bring in Tyler Toffoli last month. He’s made an immediate 
impact, with 15 points in 17 games since joining the Flames. He gives 
them depth scoring and more flexibility on the roster. Calle Jarnkrok 
should help in that regard, too. He’s a versatile center who can play on 
the wing, can penalty kill and is strong in all three zones. Ryan Carpenter 
is yet another depth option for the Flames. Treliving checked the boxes 
he needed to check, save for another depth D-man, but he can likely just 
call up Connor Mackey or use Michael Stone if they need a No. 7 or 8 
defenseman. — Hailey Salvian 

Montréal Canadiens: It was a terrific first trade deadline for the Jeff 
Gorton-Kent Hughes tandem. After getting a lucrative return for Ben 
Chiarot, they maximized the value of two players that the market 
perceived favorably. Several teams were in on Artturi Lehkonen because 
of a playing style that’s suited for the playoffs, but the Avalanche really 
paid a hefty price. In addition to the second-round pick, Justin Barron 
becomes one of Montreal’s top right-handed defense prospects. As for 
Brett Kulak, even though the number of sellers and the amount of 
potentially available defensemen was high, the Canadiens were able to 
come out on top. They needed to jump on that second-round pick. 
Hughes himself was surprised that it had become such a seller’s market. 
Not moving Shea Weber’s contract is perhaps the only downside of the 
day, as the Bryan Little trade to Arizona took the wind out of the 
Canadiens’ sails on that front. But it remains a great day at the office. — 
Marc Antoine Godin 

Minnesota Wild: When you add the reigning Vezina Trophy winner, a 
three-time Cup winner and a future Hall of Famer to shore up a 
goaltending position that has been suspect for weeks, it’s a job well 
done. Marc-André Fleury still has game and should give the Wild a shot 
in the arm. Kaapo Kahkonen for Jacob Middleton gives the Wild a hard-
nosed defenseman on a blue line that lacks one. And Nicolas Deslauriers 
for a draft pick makes the Wild harder to play against, meaner and should 
help keep Marcus Foligno on the ice rather than always being the one 
who has to step up when things get rough. — Michael Russo 

Colorado Avalanche: Though they missed out on Claude Giroux, the 
Avalanche picked up a capable third-line forward in Artturi Lehkonen, 
who has strong underlying numbers and is familiar with big moments. 
Just ask Vegas, considering he eliminated the Golden Knights with a 
Game 6 overtime goal in last season’s conference finals. The Avalanche 
also gained trustworthy players in defenseman Josh Manson and forward 
Nico Sturm, and Andrew Cogliano brings extra depth to the forward 
group. The team is more capable of a deep playoff run than it was eight 
days ago. That’s worthwhile, even if general manager Joe Sakic had to 
give up some valuable picks and prospects. — Peter Baugh 
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New York Rangers: Andrew Copp is a big addition for a Rangers team 
that needs what Copp brings: versatility, skill and an edge. Tyler Motte 
brings the same in a slightly less-impressive package, but he’s still better 
than what the Rangers had previously on the fourth line. Justin Braun 
doesn’t exactly fit the need on defense, but he’s a capable third-pair 
substitute. Chris Drury did some work on Monday and didn’t give up any 
top prospects. — Arthur Staple 

Tampa Bay Lightning: The Lightning didn’t think they could do much of 
anything due to cap space. But the Cup champs took another big swing 
and snagged their top target in Brandon Hagel, a 23-year-old winger who 
has Yanni Gourde vibes and is on a favorable contract for two more 
years. They also added more sandpaper and size in Nick Paul from the 
Senators and brought back Riley Nash for depth. They paid a premium 
again in dealing two first-rounders and three rostered players (Taylor 
Raddysh, Boris Katchouk and Mathieu Joseph), but they are a tougher 
out now, especially considering all the moves their rivals made. At this 
stage, you’ve got to go for it, and GM Julien BriseBois gave his team a 
chance. — Joe Smith 

7.5 

Chicago Blackhawks (7): Kyle Davidson might not have made friends 
with Kyle Dubas in his first trade deadline, but he secured potentially 
three first-round draft picks for Brandon Hagel and Marc-André Fleury, 
despite one being a 20-goal scorer and the other only being willing to go 
to one team. That’s solid work. Would have been nice to get something 
for Dominik Kubalik and Calvin de Haan, but Davidson promised a true 
rebuild, and he’s off to the right (if painful) start. — Mark Lazerus 

Chicago Blackhawks (8): The Blackhawks set out to begin their rebuild 
with this trade deadline. The assumption was they could move as many 
five or six players. They ended up trading three, including Brandon Hagel 
which was a surprise, and got a solid return with two first-round picks 
from Tampa Bay and potentially another with the conditional pick from 
Minnesota. Blackhawks general manager Kyle Davidson probably would 
have liked to do a bit more, but it wasn’t a bad start to his plan. — Scott 
Powers 

Brandon Hagel and Braden Schneider (Kim Klement / USA Today) 
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Seattle Kraken: Ron Francis was able to get the draft capital he talked 
about. The Kraken have more than 30 picks staggered over the next 
three drafts. It gives the Kraken options. Either they can use those picks 
or, like Francis reiterated Monday, they can use those assets to help 
facilitate a trade in the offseason. — Ryan Clark 

Detroit Red Wings: There was no earthquake move for the Red Wings to 
match last year’s Anthony Mantha blockbuster, but Detroit moved out 
three pending UFAs for a combination of futures and roster players to 
continue its rebuild. The returns for forward Vladislav Namestnikov (2024 
fourth-round pick) and defenseman Troy Stecher (seventh-round pick) 
were fine — if a bit underwhelming for two high-motor competitors — and 
Namestnikov, in particular, will leave a hole in Detroit’s nightly lineup. But 
the Leddy return was quite strong — a 2023 second-round pick plus 
defenseman Jake Walman and forward Oskar Sundqvist, the latter of 
whom brings some needed size to Detroit’s forward corps. — Max 
Bultman 
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Toronto Maple Leafs: Mark Giordano was a solid addition given the 
Leafs’ needs, and he’ll help ease the pressure on Jake Muzzin when he 
returns from a concussion. The price was reasonable, given it was a 
seller’s market this year — especially for D. Ilya Lyubushkin should help, 
too. But not adding in goal — and losing Hail Mary option Harri Sateri on 
waivers — means that will be the one huge question mark entering the 
postseason. It’s Jack Campbell or bust. — James Mirtle 

Boston Bruins: The Hampus Lindholm acquisition is a short- and long-
term needle-mover. He was worth the price the Bruins paid. Lindholm will 
make the defense even tougher and activate the rush game. But the 
assets the Bruins used on Lindholm were ones they were lacking when it 
came to acquiring help up front. Also, the Jake DeBrusk extension did 
not advance a trade. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Winnipeg Jets: It’s impossible to rave about Winnipeg’s deadline given 
the lack of commitment to a clear, committed path. Trading Andrew Copp 
in a package for two conditional second-round picks — one of which can 
become a first-round pick if the Rangers reach the Eastern Conference 
finals? Solid. Trading Bryan Little’s contract (along with prospect Nathan 
Smith) should keep the Jets out of LTIR in 2022-23 and 2023-24. That’s 
good, too, while the acquisition of Mason Appleton helps at least this 
season and next. The Zachary Sanford trade makes less immediate 
sense, nor does holding on to pending UFA Paul Stastny. It’s a mixed 
bag, trying very hard to address the future while betting on the Jets’ low 
playoff odds here and now. — Murat Ates 

New Jersey Devils: At minimum, the Devils needed a stopgap in net to 
give Nico Daws some support. They accomplished that much with 
Andrew Hammond. But they had just two UFAs, and it was going to be 
an uphill battle to move P.K. Subban’s contract, given his value. The 
Pavel Zacha injury may have thrown a wrench in their plans, too. 
Management can punt more significant changes to the offseason and try 
to make legitimate improvements then. — Shayna Goldman 

Edmonton Oilers: GM Ken Holland acquired two useful depth players in 
defenseman Brett Kulak and forward Derick Brassard. Though sending 
away a second-round pick was a high price for Kulak, Holland did get 
Montreal and Philadelphia to retain half of each player’s cap hit. Both are 
pending UFAs. Goaltending, the Oilers’ biggest weakness, wasn’t 
addressed. However, options were limited. This is something that should 
have been rectified much earlier. Another nitpick: not moving out half-
time player Josh Archibald. Holland said the market was limited for the 
unvaccinated winger. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Vancouver Canucks: The Canucks tend to have disappointing trade 
deadlines, but at least this time they emerged on the other side of the 
NHL’s silly season without having committed an inefficient long-term 
contract to a supporting piece that would’ve had significant value if they’d 
dealt him on the marketplace. Canucks fans were probably hoping for 
something more dramatic — particularly after the club seemed to be in 
the center of every trade rumour for months leading up to the deadline — 
but the new Canucks hockey operations leadership somehow found a 
way to offload Travis Hamonic without taking money back (and netted a 
pick in the process!); took on a 25-year-old defender in Travis Dermott 
who costs half as much as Hamonic, is better and who they think they 
can perhaps groom into a top-four contributor; and sold pending 
unrestricted free agent Tyler Motte for a fourth-round pick. It wasn’t great, 
it wasn’t noisy, but the club executed on what they had to get done. — 
Thomas Drance 

Washington Capitals: They addressed their need for a middle-six forward 
by adding Marcus Johansson, who can play up and down the lineup, 
both wings, center in a pinch and on special teams. They also found a 
veteran replacement for the injured Carl Hagelin in versatile forward 
Johan Larsson. In a vacuum, the Caps did well for themselves. If you 
look at the rest of the East, though, top teams like Florida, Tampa Bay 
and Carolina — all potential first-round matchups — got significantly 
better, at least on paper. — Tarik El-Bashir 
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Philadelphia Flyers: It’s not that GM Chuck Fletcher and the Flyers did a 
terrible job at the deadline, given the circumstances. It was just fairly 
uninspiring. The return for Claude Giroux was undeniably 
underwhelming, but given Giroux’s unwillingness to go anywhere except 
Florida, it’s understandable that they didn’t pull back a haul for their 
captain, and it’s not like Owen Tippett and a 2024 first-rounder is an 
awful return. They would have loved to have gotten a second-rounder 
back for Justin Braun; instead, they ended up with a 2023 third, which is 
acceptable but not the overpay fans wanted. Getting a 2023 fourth back 
for Derick Brassard again is decent but is about fair value for him. And 
it’s a mild disappointment that the Flyers couldn’t get an asset back for 
backup goalie Martin Jones. Basically, they had a “fine” trade deadline, 
but it certainly wasn’t game-changing, and the light-on-its-face return for 
Giroux — even acknowledging the limitations — was never going to play 
well in Philadelphia. Fletcher needs to have a much bigger offseason to 
turn this ship around quickly. — Charlie O’Connor 

Justin Braun (Raj Mehta / USA Today) 

Columbus Blue Jackets: The Blue Jackets were full-on sellers, though 
not to the degree they were 2020-21, so excitement was slightly muted. 
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Part of the reason is they didn’t have the significant players to shop. 
Their top trade chip was winger Max Domi, who ended up being shipped 
to Carolina just before the 3 p.m. deadline in a deal for prospect and 
picks. The Blue Jackets knew it would be a challenge to trade their two 
other UFAs, defenseman Dean Kukan and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, 
and that was correct. They’ve had more exciting trade deadlines. They’ve 
had deadlines when nothing happened. This day was a solid … meh. — 
Aaron Portzline 

Los Angeles Kings: The Kings added one small piece Sunday — 
defenseman Troy Stecher, giving up only a seventh-round pick — to 
bolster their depth to the right side, where there’s concern over how long 
Drew Doughty’s wrist injury may keep him out. The reality: They were 
never going to be major players at this deadline, knowing that while their 
team is improving, they were not in the same position as any of the 
genuine Stanley Cup contenders, beefing up for a championship run. By 
preserving cap space, they can take another big swing in free agency 
this summer, depending on who (Filip Forsberg, maybe?) gets to market. 
— Lisa Dillman 

San Jose Sharks: The Sharks signed their biggest pending UFA (Tomas 
Hertl) and signaled they are focused on competing for playoff spots, not 
rebuilding. Given that direction, not trading Alex Barabanov makes sense 
… if they get him signed before July 13. Moving Jake Middleton for 
Kaapo Kahkonen is a bit of an incomplete grade — the trade return for 
one of their three goalies in the offseason will add more needed context. 
— Corey Masisak 

Dallas Stars: The Stars couldn’t do much because they had no cap 
space and were hamstrung by unmovable contracts and situations that 
killed their depth. If they were going to be sellers, their two biggest pieces 
would be John Klingberg and Braden Holtby, but Miro Heiskanen getting 
mono made them more dependent on Klingberg and Holtby’s injury 
situation worked the other way to where they had to add goaltending 
depth. In the end, there wasn’t much they could do, so they didn’t. — 
Saad Yousuf 
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Arizona Coyotes: The Coyotes didn’t trade either of their two most 
attractive assets — Jakob Chychrun (talks deferred until the summer) or 
Phil Kessel (too much money for a still occasionally divisive player). What 
they did accomplish was subtle. Separately, they acquired the signing 
rights to two college players — Jack McBain from Minnesota and Nathan 
Smith from Winnipeg — who are 22 and 23 respectively and were likely 
headed to unrestricted free agency this summer. So, NHL-ready, or close 
to it. If the Coyotes get them signed, then that buys time until they can 
turn all that stockpiled draft capital into actual players. Acquiring Bryan 
Little’s ($5.291 million average annual value) contract gets them to the 
salary-cap floor for another two years. Claiming Harri Sateri off waivers 
replaces Scott Wedgwood, who went to Dallas for a fourth-rounder. It 
was a cautious 72 hours, but nothing really moved the needle. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Ottawa Senators: The Senators are taking a beating for the Travis 
Hamonic trade. Not only is Ottawa paying his full salary next season, but 
they also gave up a third-round pick to get him. That seemed like a steep 
price to pay for a contract Vancouver wanted to shed. And where 
Hamonic slots in will ultimately be a very interesting storyline to monitor 
in the weeks ahead. The Senators did come out OK in the Nick Paul 
trade, landing a good young forward in Mathieu Joseph as part of the 
return from Tampa. If Joseph can fit into Ottawa’s top nine, this could be 
a smart acquisition. But as Pierre Dorion said Monday, he thinks his team 
should be judged on their opening night lineup in October. So that 
technically gives him a few months to procure the top-six forward and 
top-four defenseman that he said he needs to put this team into playoff 
contention. He didn’t acquire either of those assets on deadline day, so 
it’s hard to give the Senators high marks on this date. — Ian Mendes 
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Buffalo Sabres: Down the stretch last season, the Sabres scratched 
Cody Eakin and Colin Miller in favor of young guys. It looks like history 
will repeat. There wasn’t a market for the rentals, so the Sabres made no 
moves on deadline day. It would have benefitted them to do something 
— anything — but that’s impossible when teams don’t want what you’re 
selling. General manager Kevyn Adams tried to use his cap space and 

be a third-party broker in a deal, but the other two teams couldn’t finalize 
their trade. So, all in all, a boring day for Buffalo. — John Vogl 

St. Louis Blues: The Blues may have an incredible offseason, but we’re 
asking how they did at the trade deadline and how it’ll impact the 2021-
22 season. They needed a top-pair defenseman and a fourth-line forward 
and got neither. Nick Leddy might be an upgrade on what they have, but 
he has a lot to prove as far as playing with Colton Parayko. Meanwhile, in 
need of a fourth-liner, they instead sent one packing in Oskar Sundqvist. 
The trade will free up salary-cap space next summer, and they were able 
to hold onto their first-round pick and top prospects. But as far as 
improving their chances to compete for the Stanley Cup this season, they 
didn’t do that. — Jeremy Rutherford 

New York Islanders: The Islanders didn’t complete a single trade, which 
for a team that will not make the playoffs this season, is, uh, less than 
ideal. Lou Lamoriello’s loyalty to his players is clearly one reason that no 
one was cast off, but in a season that has been a gigantic 
disappointment, it’s hard to fathom they weren’t able to get a single 
asset. This will be an offseason in which the Islanders have to make 
changes in order to compete while this core group’s window is still open, 
so even a few more mid-to-late round draft picks would have helped. But 
at least they didn’t get any worse. — Kevin Kurz 

Carolina Hurricanes: The Canes acquired Max Domi at a 75 percent 
discount, but that happened for a reason — he has scored one goal in 31 
games. If there’s anyone who can turn players around, it’s the Canes, 
and Domi has had a few goal-scoring seasons in the past. But we all saw 
the other top contenders address their specific needs at the deadline, 
and you wonder if the Canes were left behind. — Sara Civian 

Nashville Predators: The Predators traded a second-round pick to the 
Kraken for depth defenseman Jeremy Lauzon, but the biggest move was 
the one they didn’t make. Leading goal-scorer Filip Forsberg is still on the 
team and still doesn’t have a new contract. Predators general manager 
David Poile sounds confident it will get done, and he will be under a lot of 
pressure to make sure that happens. — Adam Vingan 
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Vegas Golden Knights: Vegas paid a premium to unload Evgenii 
Dadonov’s contract, sending a second-round pick to Anaheim while also 
taking on Ryan Kessler’s $6.875 million and John Moore’s $2.75 million 
contracts. Not only will Vegas be without Dadonov’s on-ice production 
(assuming the deal eventually goes through), but it gained only $3.375 
million in cap space in the deal, and that’s with Moore’s contract buried in 
the AHL. The only reason I refrained from scoring this a “one” is that it 
opens up room for a potential extension for pending UFA Reilly Smith, 
which would be a great move. — Jesse Granger 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter's silence speaks volumes after rare hiccup for 
Flames' Markstrom 

Why Markstrom's struggles in goal reflect how vital he is to Flames 

 

Eric Francis 

 

The boss, quite obviously, was unimpressed. 

So much so, Darryl Sutter sent his goalie coach out for the post-game 
presser to explain what went wrong in the Calgary Flames' 4-3 loss to the 
San Jose Sharks on Tuesday. 

The message was obvious: “your guy messed up tonight, so you go 
explain this.” 

Out came Jason LaBarbera with the type of deer-in-the-headlights-look 
one might expect, rationally explaining that while Jacob Markstrom would 
like to have had a few goals back, the sun would come up tomorrow and 
their Vezina hopeful would get back to work. 
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And while all this drama and message sending was going on, a 
gentleman sitting in his southwest Calgary home couldn’t help but howl 
with laughter. 

“Been there, done that,” chuckled former Flames goalie coach David 
Marcoux as he answered the phone. 

“Welcome to the jungle. Welcome to Sutterland.” 

Marcoux knows first-hand how LaBarbera’s surprise assignment came to 
be, as he too was subjected to it while overseeing the club’s netminding 
from 2003-2009 while Sutter was coach and then GM. 

“Probably once a year, and sometimes it wasn’t in bad times either,” he 
said, taking us behind Sutter’s iron curtain. 

“The first time I remember he had other things to do, so I was taking it 
more as an experience with the media. That time it wasn’t after a poor 
performance from Kipper (Miikka Kiprusoff). 

“But there were times it was the exact same scenario as tonight that he’d 
do that.” 

And the message was crystal clear. 

“I vividly remember conversations right after a game, when the heat is 
high in the coaches' room, he’d say, ‘Rico (Rich Preston), the power play 
was awful, you go answer them.’ Or if the defence struggled he’d send 
Jim Playfair. If Kipper struggled, I could get the call. 

“He would shift the burden.” 

Breaking into another giggle at the memory, he said LaBarbera’s cameo 
was borne out of frustration, but also very calculated. 

“Tonight it was like, ‘okay, you figure it out Barbs,’” he said. 

“He’s taken it to another level.” 

Just another tool in Sutter’s tool box. 

“You’re bang on,” said Marcoux, who now runs a goalie school in 
Calgary. 

“Markstrom has been stellar for the whole year, but now he allows too 
many and (Sutter) creates a little hype and tension. 

“Sometimes he’d go to you guys at the presser and he would say, ‘our 
goaltender was horse (bleep) tonight,’ and he would go right at Kipper 
because he knew the importance of Kipper. 

“Then guys like (Rhett) Warrener and (Robyn) Regehr would say, ‘that’s 
not right, we need to step up. It’s a team thing.” 

Watch the Flames on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Flames game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It’s a mind game, which Sutter plays like a master puppeteer, sending 
messages every which way and keeping everyone on their toes. 

It’s all brilliant theatre, put on by this season’s obvious Jack Adams 
winner. 

In a game the Flames led 2-0 early on, it was a floater from the point 
Markstrom muffed late in the first to get the Sharks back into it. 

Mikael Backlund gave the Flames a 3-1 lead early in the second before 
Markstrom allowed a sharp-angled shot by Timo Meier from the corner to 
bounce in off him to make it 3-2 heading into the third. 

The Flames ruined their 30-0-2 record when leading after two when 
Alexander Barabanov and Logan Couture scored 28 seconds apart 
midway through the third to take a 4-3 lead James Reimer wouldn’t let 
the visitors relinquish. 

Neither of the two late goals were Markstrom’s fault, as both came off 
turnovers that left the goal scorer alone in front. 

But the damage had been done earlier in a game that never should have 
been in doubt. 

A Vezina candidate who had been on a 14-0-2 run at home before the 
loss, Markstrom didn’t help his cause by taking a late first-period slashing 
penalty in response to a Sharks player putting the puck in the net after a 
whistle 

“It’s a long season, there are going to be ups and downs for sure but you 
move past it and get back to work tomorrow,” said LaBarbera, who 
admitted afterward it had probably been 10 years since the former NHL 
netminder had hosted a presser. 

“He’s fine, it’s one game. You move past it. You wake up and the sun 
comes up. He made a lot of big stops at times but it’s just one of those 
games where, as a group, we weren’t at our best.” 

As Marcoux suggested, the players were quick to rally around their 
goalie, who had a tough finish to his previous start when he whiffed on a 
clearing pass to set up Buffalo’s overtime winner. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“Backbone. MVP. Best player on our team. Whatever you want to say, 
it’s been that way all year,” said Matthew Tkachuk. 

“We did a pretty terrible job in front of Marky tonight. We’re up 3-2 in the 
third and at home, that’s a great spot to be in. We allow a wide-open 
chance in front, somebody by themselves. We can’t do that. It’s basically 
a 2-on-0 at the end and that’s a goal on any goalie in the league.” 

His own harshest critic, Markstrom predictably owned the loss. 

“Not good,” was his assessment of a 34-save outing. 

“Four goals against at home. I thought we kept the chances down, but 
you’ve got to stop all four. That wasn’t good. I’ve got to be better. That 
sucks when we score three goals after two periods. We should be up 3-0, 
but we’re not. 

“It gave them a chance to stay in the game and you can’t do that. 
Frustrating. 

“That’s what happens when you don’t get goaltending in this league you 
lose hockey games. 

"It sucks and it’s not a good feeling. But I’ve got to work tomorrow and 
the next day and I sure as hell have got to be better.” 

As LaBarbera left the podium, he overheard someone joke that his three-
minute presser lasted longer than most of Sutter’s. 

“Not as entertaining, though,” confirmed LaBarbera. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With victory up for grabs, Oilers let two points slip away in 
24 seconds 

 

Mark Spector 

 

DALLAS — Losing a hockey game is like pouring a martini. There is 
more than one way to do it. 

The Edmonton Oilers ordered a double on Tuesday: They could have 
scored their way to a win, but the power play was running on empty. And 
they could have defended a 3-2 lead to the finish line, maybe popped an 
empty-netter for a two-goal win. 

But the defending part? Yeah, they kind of choked on that olive as well. 
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In the end, the Dallas Stars scored twice in 24 seconds, erasing a 3-2 
Oilers lead with five minutes to play, as Edmonton snatched defeat from 
the jaws of victory in a 5-3 loss here in the Big D. 

“We’ve been pretty good in those situations all year, where you’re up one 
with five minutes left,” said assistant captain Darnell Nurse after a minus-
2 night. “You gotta find a way to get points tonight.” 

You can ask Nurse whatever you want. His answer wasn’t changing 
much after this disappointing loss to the Dallas Stars. 

“There’s five minutes left and you’re up by one. You can’t put yourself in 
those type of situations where your goalie has got to make (huge) saves. 
We’ve got to be better in front of him, especially at the end of the game.” 

It was the first time all season that Edmonton scored first and lost (21-1). 
It was just Mikko Koskinen’s second regulation loss in two months (11-2-
2), and only his third on the road all season (12-3-3). 

Nurse and Cody Ceci are the pair you’d want on the ice late in the game 
with Dallas pushing, and they folded, on the ice for both goals in that 
gruesome 24-second span. The Devin Shore line was on for one, the 
Connor McDavid line for another — so there’s plenty of blame to share 
as the Oilers missed a chance to get further ahead of the flagging Vegas 
Golden Knights, 4-0 losers in Winnipeg. 

It was especially wasteful after the Oilers, on the second night of back-to-
back games, had scored two third-period goals in 43 seconds to take a 3-
2 lead. 

“Just two mistakes that, you know, with the good teams that we’re 
playing against right now, that’s in the back of your net,” said Leon 
Draisaitl, who scored his 42nd and was 56 per cent in the circle on 
Tuesday. “We can do better in that area.” 

“Yeah,” agreed head coach Jay Woodcroft. “Not our finest hour, that last 
six minutes.” 

You could argue, however, that this game was lost when Jesse Puljujarvi 
drew a penalty at 11:36 of the third, with Edmonton nursing a 3-2 lead. 
Their power play hopped over the boards with a chance to put this one to 
rest. 

But alas, they couldn’t get the puck successfully off the perimeter. Dallas 
weathered the storm, and then vaulted ahead. 

“Would have been nice,” said Woodcroft, whose power play scored in 
five straight games (all wins), but couldn’t find any twine on this two-
game road trip that yielded but a single point. “It just didn’t happen for us. 
We had a few chances, but it wasn’t clicking at the rate it has been over 
the last two weeks or so. It’s been pretty dangerous, but it didn't go in for 
us tonight.” 

It’s funny, isn’t it? 

Edmonton lost an overtime game on Monday in Colorado that felt like a 
win, they played so well. That one turned on a few lousy breaks, but not 
the kind that sting like the mistakes that cost the Oilers two points in 
Dallas. 

This one was a bird in hand, and then both points flew off into the bush. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“We’re disappointed that we didn’t walk out of here with points, but these 
are the types of games that we should expect as we head down the 
stretch.,” Woodcroft said. “Nobody’s giving points away — especially the 
teams fighting for playoff spots. They’re punching back when they’re 
down. 

“For us, there are a few moments in today’s game that ended up being 
big moments, that we can handle better. We’re going to have to learn 
from it fast, so that we set ourselves up here down the stretch.” 

These two points won’t kill you, as wasteful as Tuesday night felt at its 
conclusion. 

But they’re a sign of immaturity, on a team that is supposed to be mature 
by now. 

Hey — it’s a long season. They’re going pretty good, 5-1-1 in their last 
seven, and now they get San Jose on Thursday, at Rogers Place, travel 
to Calgary on Saturday, and come home to Arizona on Monday and a 
huge home game against the Los Angeles Kings on Tuesday. 

Collect the points against the Sharks and Coyotes, and find a way to get 
two of four from the Flames and Kings, and nobody will be talking about 
that night in Dallas. 

The night when the Oilers got punched in the mouth and saw nothing but 
Stars. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens executives pass trade deadline test with flying 
colours 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL -- It’s a pretty exhaustive list of assets collected for a team 
that said it wasn’t looking to trade anyone other than Ben Chiarot, the 
hulking defenceman who went to the Florida Panthers last week for a 
2023 first-round pick, prospect Tyler Smilanic and a 2022 fourth-round 
pick. 

The Montreal Canadiens did well ahead of the NHL’s trade deadline. 
Really well. 

By the time the brass members of the team had stepped away from the 
table, just after 3 p.m. ET Monday, they were still waiting for the deal that 
sent Brett Kulak to the Edmonton Oilers for a second-round pick, a 
seventh-round pick and William Lagesson to be offcialized by the league. 
The news of it broke early in the day but wasn’t confirmed until close to 
three hours after general manager Kent Hughes sent Artturi Lehkonen to 
the Colorado Avalanche for six-foot-two, 20-year-old, right-shooting 
defenceman Justin Barron -- a player taken 25th overall at the 2020 Draft 
-- and a 2024 second-round pick. 

In between, he shipped goaltender Andrew Hammond to the New Jersey 
Devils for 23-year-old centre Nate Schnaar, who will mostly likely help 
the Laval Rocket on what the Canadiens are hoping is a long run through 
the American Hockey League playoffs, and then he rested. 

Six weeks after picking up Rem Pitlick on waivers -- he’s scored six goals 
and 18 points in 26 games with the team -- Hughes and the rest of the 
management team had to be satisfied with what they got accomplished. 

In the end, first-round picks were added in each of the next two drafts, 
second-round picks were added in 2023 and 2024, an additional fourth-
round pick gives the Canadiens three this year, and they got a fifth in 
2023 and a seventh in 2024. Prospect Emil Heineman, whom Hughes 
and executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton are quite 
fond of, came in the trade that sent Tyler Toffoli to Calgary weeks ago. 
And Smilanic and Barron, most recently added, were others they 
specifically wanted to acquire. 

According to Hughes, most of these additions just fell in the team’s lap. 

Talk about the value of having a flexible plan and an open mind. 

“We knew we were going to trade Ben Chiarot. And Tyler was done quite 
a while ago, at this point in time,” he started. “We did it because we 
thought the return was the right return. Ben was the one player we knew 
we were going to trade. That was done, (and) we were happy with the 
return on it. 

“The other two (Kulak and Lehkonen), really, we didn’t actively call teams 
(about). Calls came in. When we got to a point where we thought, for one 
reason or another, was the right time or the right offer to do it, we made 
those decisions.” 
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It’s nearly impossible to feel that Hughes and Gorton didn’t advance the 
Canadiens in doing so. 

They loved Lehkonen, sure. 

But with the offer tabled from the Avalanche, signing the pending 
restricted free agent with arbitration rights to a deal that would’ve added 
an expensive contract to a team too crowded with expensive contracts no 
longer made sense. 

The Canadiens liked Kulak, too. In recent weeks he showed just how well 
he could fit within the speed and possession game they’re trying to 
establish under Martin St. Louis, and they’d have been fine with 
eventually giving him a contract extension to stay for a couple more 
years at an annual salary worth as much, if not a bit more, as the $1.85 
million he was making. 

But the Canadiens weren’t going to say no to a second-round pick for an 
impending unrestricted free agent when every other defenceman in his 
category went for a third-round pick or less on the market. They took 
Lagesson’s expiring $725,000 contract just to secure that return and 
collected a seventh-rounder for retaining 50 per cent of Kulak’s salary. 

It was a tidy piece of business borne of a willingness to evaluate 
opportunities as they present themselves instead of rigidly abiding by a 
plan. 

The same dynamics ruled the moves the Canadiens didn’t make. 

Hughes said there were calls on Jeff Petry, the 34-year-old defenceman 
who will make $6.25 million on the cap for each of the next three seasons 
after this one, but none that would’ve enabled him to pull the trigger on 
fulfilling the player’s trade request. 

“I spoke with him before today and just said, ‘Hey, we’re going to try. 
We’ll see,’” said Hughes. “Term (deals) -- contracts starting with a larger 
number -- are a little bit harder to do at the trade deadline because the 
teams who are looking to trade don’t typically have that kind of cap 
space. So, I told him, ‘If it happens, it happens. We value you as an 
organization. We’re not looking to trade you, but we understand the 
circumstances. So, if we can do it, we’ll do it. But I don’t want you to have 
any false expectations going in.’” 

It’s a move that can be reconsidered come summer, when more teams 
can be in the mix due to their own plans changing and the ability to 
exceed the cap by upwards of 10 per cent. 

Same goes for trading Shea Weber and his $7.85-million cap hit through 
2026, which will remain on long-term injury reserve from here to the end 
of it and only pays him $6 million in actual salary between now and then. 
Hughes tried to move both before Monday’s deadline but wasn’t going to 
mortgage much of the team’s future to do so. 

“I’m relatively optimistic we’ll be able to do something,” he said about 
trading Weber and his contract in the summer. 

He was a bit more enthusiastic with regards to acquiring Barron, whom 
he referred to as “a prospect we coveted a lot.” 

“He’s a big man who has a good skating stride,” Hughes continued. “If 
you look at our current style of play… I always said skating would be 
important, but I think it’s even more important with how we play now, and 
we believe this isn’t just a good prospect but also a good fit with us.” 

Especially considering how little the Canadiens have in the pipeline -- 
and at the NHL level once Petry is traded -- on Barron’s side of the ice. 

The move to bring in the Halifax native with five goals and 20 points in 
his first 43 AHL games opens up possibilities. All the moves the 
Canadiens made present them with more options. 

“We now have a substantial number of picks, and we can make 
determinations at that point in time whether we use them or whether 
they’re part of a trade process in the future,” Hughes said. “I think again, 
we’ve talked about the flexibility and not being locked into just, ‘This is 
just how we’re going to do things.’ So, we have them, and we’ll evaluate. 
We might draft and use every pick, we might trade picks—and that might 
be for another pick in a different draft, or it could be for another player or 
prospect. 

“So, we’ll continue to advance anytime we can advance the timeline here 
to putting a playoff contending team on the ice.” 

A top-five pick in this coming draft will help, and the Canadiens are all but 
guaranteed to have one -- sitting in last place in the NHL and having to 
play against several of the best teams in the league over the remaining 
18 games following Monday’s contest against the Boston Bruins. 

If they handle that decision like they did the ones leading up the trade 
deadline, they’ll continue to inspire confidence. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Did Maple Leafs make a deadline mistake by not finding a 
goalie? 

'Campbell always finds way to bounce back' Why Dubas has faith in 
Leafs goaltending 

  

Luke Fox March 21, 2022, 5:38 PM 

 

TORONTO – History will judge the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 2022 trade 
deadline the same way it judges so much in this unpredictable sport. 

Did the team get enough saves? 

Did the GM do enough to find them? 

Kyle Dubas did a fine job keeping up with the Atlantic Division joneses — 
the splashiest neighbourhood in town — when it came to bolstering his 
blueline. The GM added a competitive and inspired Mark Giordano plus 
Ilya Lyubushkin, both of whom prioritize keeping the puck out of their own 
net before putting it in yours. 

And he did so without surrendering a first-round pick or a Grade-A 
prospect, a crop weakened by the unfortunate news of Rodion Amriov’s 
health. 

When the deadline passed Monday, Dubas says he would've been fine 
trading a first-rounder for a valued asset with term but had little interest in 
doing so for a rental. 

“More so the prospects than the picks were important for us to keep,” 
Dubas said. 

How important was it for Dubas to keep Maple Leafs first rounder and top 
prospects? 

The executive also added versatile forward Colin Blackwell, a self-
described “energy bug” the Maple Leafs had previously tried to sign in 
free agency. The tenacious late-bloomer will spice up the competition for 
ice time in the bottom six and could cause some havoc on the forecheck. 

What Dubas did not do, however, was find a goalie he liked for a price he 
could afford. That predicament is a self-inflicted one caused by guessing 
wrong and long on Petr Mrazek in 2021’s free agency. 

So, he’s hitching the fate of this goal-happy roster to Jack Campbell, who 
was practising solo again Monday and should be healed from his rib 
injury to make a strong stretch run. Dubas sees the timing of Campbell’s 
stepping away as a blessing, a chance to reset before what all involved 
hope is a deep run. 

“He's a competitor,” Dubas stated. “And he thrives when there's doubts, 
and he thrives when things get rocky. For me, being a goaltender here in 
Toronto, you have to have that quality — and he has it.” 

Let’s see. 

Despite his faith in Campbell, and last week’s nice-surprise showing by 
callup Erik Källgren, that did not prevent Dubas from exploring his 
goaltending options. 
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Dubas reportedly considered a package deal with the Blackhawks to 
bring in forward Brandon Hagel and Vezina-winning goaltender Marc-
Andre Fleury but balked at a steep price that would necessitate parting 
with blue-chip NCAA star Matthew Knies in addition to first-round picks. 
(Hagel landed in Tampa Bay, Fleury in Minnesota.) Darren Dreger 
reported those details. 

“I’m disappointed those conversations went public,” Dubas bristled. “It’s a 
first for me that the specifics of that went public. That’s a question for 
Chicago and Kyle Davidson’s availability.” 

Dubas disappointed that talks with Chicago for Fleury were made public 

Dubas settled on a more creative and cost-effective alternative, signing 
KHL journeyman and recent Olympic gold medal winner Harri Säteri to a 
pro-rated $750,000 on Sunday. 

But when the Leafs tried slipping Säteri through waivers, he got scooped 
by the Arizona Coyotes, leaving Toronto with zero goaltending upgrade. 

“Didn't work out — much like a lot of the players we’ve put on waivers,” 
said Dubas, disappointed. “Since 2018 in the fall, we’ve had 11 guys 
claimed, which I think is double [any other team in the league]. 

“Probably a feather in our cap, but it hurts in moments like this.” 

The Leafs roll on with an injured Campbell, an unproven Källgren, and a 
version of Mrazek that none of the league’s other 31 clubs wanted for 
nothing. Not with that cap hit or that term. 

How do you sell faith in a goaltender after you give his starts to an AHL 
callup with no NHL experience and place him on waivers before the trade 
deadline? 

“If his belief started to waver, I’d be concerned,” Dubas said of the 
Mrazek move. 

The top line is rolling, the power play is fierce, and once Jake Muzzin 
(concussion) returns, the back end should be more balanced than ever 
with defencemen who enjoy defending. 

But fans’ concerns for the crease will linger, particularly with Tampa Bay, 
Boston and Florida showing stronger in that area. Among all playoff-
bound teams in the Eastern Conference, Toronto’s save percentage 
(.902) rates worst. 

“I know that the division looks ominous,” Dubas said. 

“And I think that's the best thing for us. It'd be great if it was easy, but I 
think how big of a challenge it is forces our group in the final stretch to 
get our game into order.” 

More important: Campbell must get his game in order. Because if 
Toronto needs to dig any deeper on its depth chart, the Leafs’ fate may 
already be sealed. 

One-Timers: Rasmus Sandin was moved to injured reserve, and a knee 
injury will keep him out for “the foreseeable future,” per Dubas. 
Giordano’s arrival for Wednesday’s game could not have come at a 
better time…. Expect Muzzin to play for the Leafs in the regular season. 
He’s ramping up for a return and cap space will not be an issue. “I think it 
would’ve been it would be unfair to a player of his calibre, and the way 
that he plays, to just tell him we don't have a space or whatever,” Dubas 
says…. Ondrej Kase is undergoing further testing as a precaution after 
taking a blow to the head Saturday in Nashville. “He’s doing really well. 
He’s feeling good,” Keefe says. “In fact, he himself was pushing to get 
back in the game [Saturday] night.”… Dubas did not sign any AHLers 
(i.e., Josh Ho-Sang) because he is saving contact slots for potentially 
bringing in Matthews Knies and/or Nick Abruzzese once their NCAA 
seasons are complete… 
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Sportsnet.ca / Holland added the depth he promised. Will it be enough in 
the playoffs? 

Holland reflects on moves Oilers made at 2022 NHL trade deadline 

 

Mark Spector March 21, 2022, 7:45 PM 

 

DENVER — Ken Holland was never going to solve his true issue at this 
trade deadline. He needs a goalie to win a Stanley Cup, and that simply 
was not going to happen at this trade deadline. 

So instead, the Oilers general manager set out to shore up a roster that 
could win more than just one round. 

That’s where the $5 million general manager finds himself these days: 
Somewhere between "my team isn’t enough of a contender to start 
sprinkling first-round picks around the NHL on deadline day" and "I’ve got 
no cap room to do anything anyhow" and "I’ve been here three seasons 
now — so if we’re not good enough yet, when will we be?" 

OK, it’s the fans asking that last question. 

Anyhoo, Holland went out on Monday and did what he promised, 
grabbing a left defenceman from the Montreal Canadiens in Brett Kulak 
(for William Lagesson, plus second- and seventh-round picks) to shore 
up his third pairing. Then he landed a veteran fourth-line centre in Derick 
Brassard from Philadelphia, a 34-year-old who most agree has enough 
left in his cupboards as long as he is deployed the right way. 

First on the local boy Kulak, who called his dad, Gill, at the homestead 
outside of Stony Plain, where he grew up idolizing the Oilers before the 
Flames drafted him in the fourth round. 

“My dad was in the cab of either the tractor, or the grain truck,” chuckled 
Kulak, 28. “We had a good little chat, and I think this is kind of surreal for 
him. You know, in his older age he is getting a little emotional. His his 
eyes like to get a little watery more often. ... 

“Yeah, he was happy. I think he's excited for what's to come.” 

Kulak may not be the six-foot-four ruffian Oilers fans wanted, but he is 
certainly an upgrade on the left side — and a guy we think you’ll come to 
like. 

“He played 13 playoff games last year, and there have been stretches 
this year where he has been on the first pair with (Jeff) Petry and had 
matchups against the other team’s first line,” Holland said. “He gives us 
versatility. He’s mobile, he’s got good size (6-foot-1, 197 pounds), and 
we want to get the puck moving forward.” 

If not as rugged as some would have preferred, Kulak skates better than 
that prototypical, big stay-at-home guy. He’s smart, summers in Alberta 
and grew up “idolizing, talking about, and wanting to watch (the Oilers) all 
the time. To be a part of that team? My family is pretty happy,” he said, 
smiling. 

Kulak steps in on the left side ahead of Kris Russell and Slater Koekkoek 
(who has taken personal leave from hockey), and is a pending UFA who 
you may well sign and make part of your core. He’s the kind of 
defenceman who both complements and will be complemented by a 
more offensive partner such as Tyson Barrie or Evan Bouchard, a pair of 
right-side D-men who thrive when playing with a partner willing to stay at 
home. 

“I always take pride in being a good partner,” said Kulak. “So whatever 
he likes to do, I try to accommodate my partner’s strengths, try to be a 
good partner for him, and be very supportive out there on the ice.” 

Like it or not, Holland went into this deadline promising to upgrade the 
left side of his third pairing and he did just that with the Kulak acquisition. 

As for Brassard, the scouting report from Jason Bukala’s Pro Hockey 
group states that Brassard’s compete level has still been very good this 
season, but he has lost interest at times “off the puck.” We’ll give him the 
benefit of saying, he’s been in Philly all season — where everyone is 
losing interest. It’s unlikely he’ll be bored on a team making a playoff 
charge and playing in important games right through the first round of the 
playoffs. 

“Brassard can play left wing, or he can play center,” Holland said. “He’s 
had a good playoff resume and gives us more depth as we push to try to 
qualify for a playoff spot.” 
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Brassard has missed exactly half of the Flyers 62 games mostly with hip 
issues, but has been healthy since March 1 and centred the Flyers top 
line of late, with all their injuries. He’s a better than 50 per cent faceoff 
man over the past four seasons, and fits the bill as that fourth-line centre 
who is smart enough to play well defensively, but has the skills to 
capitalize on the odd chance for that depth goal that can swing a playoff 
game. 

“When I was playing for the Rangers, I came really close to winning the 
Cup. I think for two or three years now … I’ve been chasing the Stanley 
Cup,” said Brassard, who joins his 10th NHL organization. “I see the 
opportunity in Edmonton, having two of the two of the best players in the 
world on our team. I think we’re a complete team.” 

In Edmonton, behind Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the injured 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (likely back Thursday), Brassard’s role will be to 
keep his end clean, win faceoffs and be that guy who goes out on the 
wing late in games so you have two centremen on the ice for a faceoff, 
just in case. 

The Oilers just became deeper, and if you’ll recall, when they bowed out 
of the playoffs last spring we did not point to goaltending as much as we 
did lament their lack of depth. 

“When both (Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen) are healthy, I’m 
comfortable with the goaltending,” Holland said on Monday. “For me, I’m 
comfortable that when we got the tandem together, that they give us 
good goaltending.” 

Well, Kenny, that makes one of you ... 
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TSN.CA / Giordano expected to ace adjustment period with Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practiced at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday.  

A big Nicklas Lidstrom fan growing up, Mark Giordano grabbed No. 5 as 
soon as it became available with the Calgary Flames in 2006. But that 
number is retired in Toronto in honour of Bill Barilko. 

"I found myself looking for the No. 5 water bottle a bunch of times," a 
smiling Giordano said following his first practice with the Leafs, "but I had 
to go down the row to 55 ... I haven't been really nervous for a practice in 
a long time, but I was anxious to get out there today." 

Giordano didn't look nervous on the ice. In fact, quite the opposite.  

"I observed him a lot and it was like another day at the office for him," 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. "He's a pro. I mean, he's not fazed by any of 
this. He's very comfortable with who he is and what he's done in the 
league and what he brings to our team." 

    Mark Giordano hits the ice for the first time as a member of the Leafs 
pic.twitter.com/8KTULCIbYj 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 22, 2022 

Giordano is still learning the finer points of Toronto's system, but already 
has a pretty good sense of the recipe for success.   

"As defencemen it's our job to get these forwards on our team the puck," 
the Toronto native said. "Today I was playing rushes and stuff and 
there's some super skill and some little subtle plays that they make look 
easy that aren't easy. It's going to be nice."  

Giordano, 38, will start on the third pair with Timothy Liljegren. Giordano 
already feels familiar with the 22-year-old rookie.  

"I've watched this team a lot," Giordano pointed out. "The luxury of being 
out West is you get to watch the early games before you play. He's a 

great player. There's so many young guys coming in the league with a 
ton of poise. I wish I was like that when I was young." 

By starting Giordano in that spot, the Leafs are able to keep the other 
pairs together. T.J. Brodie has generated good chemistry with Justin Holl 
while Ilya Lyubushkin has shown promise alongside Morgan Rielly. 

"Keeping things lefty-righty made a lot of sense to us," Keefe explained. 
"And then, at the same time, it maintains pairs that have been together." 

When Jake Muzzin, who practised in a no-contact sweater again on 
Tuesday, returns from a concussion, that will lead to a different look. 
Giordano won a Norris Trophy with Calgary while partnered with Brodie 
and Keefe expects to put those two together again at some point. 
Regardless of who plays with who, the Leafs, when healthy, are now 
assured of having one of Giordano, Brodie, Muzzin or Rielly on the ice at 
all times.  

"The thing that I love the most is it gives us options," Keefe said. 
"Probably even more important than the options, it allows for a better and 
more efficient distribution of minutes to share some of the workload." 

The expectation is that Giordano will be able to ace the adjustment 
period despite all the hoopla surrounding his homecoming.  

"Calgary was a very passionate fan base as well so it's a lot like that 
here," the former Flames captain said. "The other thing that helps me is 
I've been here and I've lived here for a long time so I know exactly how 
passionate the fans are about the team." 

Giordano is expecting plenty of family and friends to be in attendance on 
Wednesday for his debut, including his parents.  

"There will be the butterflies and nerves, but it's all how you use it," he 
said. "You can let it affect you in a negative way, but I'll try and harness it 
and turn it into a positive and go from there." 

Giordano admits he had a bit of nerves for his first Leafs' practice 

Mark Giordano admitted that he was a little nervous before his first Maple 
Leafs practice after he was acquired from the Kraken. The veteran 
defenceman talks about the excitement to play in Toronto, his number 
choice and what he's noticed so far since joining the team. 

Giordano showed up to practice expecting to see the traditional blue and 
white gear in his stall. Instead, his first on-ice session featured a primarily 
black kit. The Leafs will debut a new alternate uniform at their annual 
Next Gen game on Wednesday.   

"It's kind of nice to be part of something new like that," Giordano said.  

The Leafs will wear the first reversible sweater ever in North American 
professional sports. The side that the players will wear in the game 
features a black and blue combination with a shibori-inspired print and 
the Toronto skyline woven into the bands on the arms and socks.  

"It's done for the next generation of fans and I know that my kids love it," 
said Keefe, a father of two young sons. "I think that's the target audience 
they're going for and it seems to have done the trick."  

The reverse side of the sweater features a design inspired by drew 
house and pop star Justin Bieber with gold trim underneath and elements 
of the drew house motif inside the Leaf logo.  

"My love for the Leafs has always been a big part of who I am," Bieber 
said in a statement, "and my passion for the team, and the passion of 
millions of fans, is stitched into this Next Gen sweater. I'm grateful to the 
Leafs for the chance to team up again to create something so authentic 
for the team and its fans." 

    — TSN (@TSN_Sports) March 22, 2022 

With Rasmus Sandin sidelined with a knee injury, Giordano will take over 
as the quarterback of the second power-play unit. Colin Blackwell, who 
was also acquired in Sunday's trade with the Seattle Kraken, will play the 
bumper spot with that group, which features Jason Spezza and Ilya 
Mikheyev on the flanks and Michael Bunting in front of the net.  

"Giordano is a veteran guy that's played the power play for a long time 
and had success with it," said Keefe. "Sandin has done a good job for us 
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there but having a veteran like Gio to pair with a veteran like Spezz on 
that unit, there's a lot positives in that." 

Blackwell didn't get consistent power-play time with Kraken, but played 
the bumper with the New York Rangers last season and showed 
potential, per Keefe. He is also a right shot like Ondrej Kase, who had 
been in that spot before getting injured in Saturday's game.   

Leafs Ice Chips: Gio and Blackwell join PP2 right out of the gates 

For his first practice with the Maple Leafs, veteran defenceman Mark 
Giordano skated alongside Timothy Liljegren and took reps on the 
second power play unit. Mark Masters has more on the Leafs' 
newcomers and the opportunity they've been given right out of the gates. 

--- 

At even strength, Blackwell will skate on the fourth line with Spezza and 
Wayne Simmonds.  

"Awesome," he said of the assignment. "Spezza, he's a legend of the 
game and so is Simmer. I played against you guys when I was with 
Seattle for his 1,000th game [ceremony]. Spezza's really good with the 
puck and Simmer's a big body and always at the net so hopefully my 
speed and tenacity on the puck can complement them well." 

Blackwell has worn No. 43 in the NHL, but that number belongs to 
veteran Kyle Clifford in Toronto so he's switching to 11. Blackwell 
previously wore that number at St. John's Prep in Danvers, Mass. and 
thinks it may bring good luck.  

"It's where I was able to take the next step," he recalled of his high-
school experience. "Came out of my shell. I got some confidence there 
and that goes a long way." 

Growing up a Boston Bruins fan, the 5-foot-9 winger modelled his game 
after the similarly-sized Sergei Samsonov. And while Sunday's trade was 
a homecoming for Giordano, it also had big geographical implications for 
Blackwell.  

"Being a little closer to home makes a world of a difference," the 
Massachusetts native said.  

The Leafs will play in Boston next Tuesday and Blackwell is already 
anticipating a family reunion. He said he hasn't seen his parents in a 
while.  

Blackwell believes his speed and tenacity will compliment Leafs' fourth 
line 

Colin Blackwell skated with Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds in his 
first practice with the Maple Leafs. He talks about his tenacity and speed 
that should compliment his new linemates and discusses playing against 
Sheldon Keefe and Kyle Dubas in the AHL. 

--- 

Simmonds will draw back in on Wednesday after sitting the last three 
games as a healthy scratch. Keefe spoke with the veteran winger 
following practice.  

"In the time that he's missed we've got some real good efforts out of that 
line," Keefe said. "Him coming back in, we just want to see that continue. 
We're looking to find some stability on that line." 

The expectations, specifically, for Simmonds?  

"Simplifying his game," Keefe said. "Forecheck, be physical, be a 
presence in the game and look to generate positive momentum for our 
team."   

    Wayne Simmonds looks set to return to the Leafs lineup after sitting 
out three straight as a healthy scratch 

    Coach Sheldon Keefe offering up instructions post practice 
pic.twitter.com/pNpg0rjGzl 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 22, 2022 

After clearing waivers on Monday, Petr Mrazek was back at practice.  

"It never feels good," he said of the experience. "But now it's over and we 
move on and it's like a reset button." 

The 30-year-old goalie appreciated that general manager Kyle Dubas 
took time to explain why the move was made. The Leafs needed to 
create some salary-cap flexibility and felt it was unlikely Mrazek would be 
claimed.   

"He's been nice to me all season," Mrazek said of Dubas. "He's been 
supportive. So, it's on me now to give him that back." 

Dubas signed Mrazek to a three-year deal with a $3.8-million annual cap 
hit in the summer. The Czech native missed most of the first half of the 
season with a groin injury and has posted a career-worst .884 save 
percentage in 17 games.  

Keefe met with Mrazek before practice.  

"My message to him is it should be a full reset now," the coach said. "It's 
a bit of a shock to a player, an established NHL player, that goes on 
waivers, and then when you clear waivers it should be even more of a 
shock that you haven't been nearly good enough. It's an opportunity for 
him to really get to work now ... He's capable of much better and we do 
believe in him and it's time for him to really get to work and deliver on it." 

When Keefe met with the media, he wasn't ready to name a starter for 
Wednesday's game against the New Jersey Devils. He did seem to be 
leaning toward Mrazek.  

"He has been through quite a bit the last couple of days," Keefe noted. 
"You can imagine what that would be like for him emotionally, but I liked 
what I saw from him in practice."   

On Tuesday, Dubas highlighted that Mrazek is able to stay confident 
even amid rough stretches.  

"The last few games, if you take out the Arizona game, were really good, 
solid from my side," Mrazek insisted. "I have to keep building from those 
games."  

Mrazek's poor play opened the door for Erik Kallgren to make the first 
three starts of his NHL career last week. 

"We got a guy in Kallgren that has done a good job for us and came in at 
a time when we needed saves and we needed a goalie to give our team 
confidence and he's done that for us," Keefe said. "We can't overlook 
that because we've come to really believe in his ability to play for us too."  

Mrazek hasn't played since losing the Heritage Classic against the 
Buffalo Sabres on March 13.  

Mrazek resets after clearing waivers 

Petr Mrazek admits it's never a good feeling when you are placed on 
waivers and is ready for a hard reset after clearing. Head coach Sheldon 
Keefe liked what he saw from the netminder and is still unsure of who will 
start in goal Wednesday against the Devils. 

Kase did not take part in practice.  

"We'll continue to monitor him," said Keefe. "Making certain, before he 
gets going again, that he's feeling like himself and that they're taking the 
appropriate time to make sure that's the case." 

Kase has a history of concussions and played just three games all of last 
season.  

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Blackwell - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl  
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Giordano - Liljegren  

Muzzin 

Kallgren  

Mrazek  

Power play units at Tuesday's practice:   

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Marner, Matthews 

Middle/net front: Tavares and Nylander rotate  

QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Mikheyev, Spezza 

Middle: Blackwell 

Net front: Bunting 
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