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Loose pucks: Jesperi Kotkaniemi remains part of the ‘Finnish Mafia’, Tony DeAngelo is 
back, and ice cream for all 

By Sara Civian  

The 2022 NHL trade deadline has officially come and gone, 
so we can finally start talking about the actual game again — 
the game of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who signed an eight-year, 
$4.82 AAV extension at the deadline. 

Hah. 

“I’ve been thinking, (Raleigh) feels like my hometown in 
Finland,” he said. “It’s a little bit smaller. It’s comfortable and 
it just feels like home, you know?” 

I’m sure the “Finnish Mafia” featuring Kotkaniemi, Sebastian 
Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and “Father Finn” Antti Raanta has 
had something to do with that. 

“Fishy (Aho) has a sauna in the backyard, so that’s huge,” 
Kotkaniemi said, laughing. “Overall, they have helped me 
with a lot.” 

The 21-year-old center will be approaching his 30s when the 
contract expires, and who knows what the team will look like 
then. Hey, maybe that was the point of the signing in the first 
place. There’s been so much vague talk about “not wanting 
to mess up the future” and not surrendering draft picks for 
rentals, but future draft picks likely aren’t going to help the 
team in the next five years, so it’s hard to conceptualize the 
real point of not “going all in” at the deadline. 

The Canes don’t know exactly what Kotkaniemi will turn into, 
but a perennial second- and/or third-line center seems likely. 

“We’ve seen him starting to develop, we’re starting to see the 
things he’s going to be capable of. I keep reminding 
everyone he’s a young kid and he’s only going to get 
stronger,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He’s only 
going to get better … he knows how to play and has a high 
skill level, he just needs to get stronger and he needs to get 
a little quicker. I know from myself at 21 I was one player, at 
24 I was another player, that’s what we’re talking about 
here.” 

Kotkaniemi has settled into the Canes’ fourth-line center role 
for now, with 11 goals and 23 points in 60 games. He’s 
playing sheltered minutes, just 8:14 TOI against Tampa on 
Tuesday, 12:52 against the Rangers on March 20 and 11:36 
against the Capitals on March 18. But he’s leading the team 
in goals per minute, so maybe this easing into a bigger role 
with minimal pressure and eight years ahead really is the 
way to go. 

“I think now that he’s playing the center again it’s been a 
better spot for him, and when he’s gotten into the system and 
understands how we want to play he’s getting more 

comfortable,” Raanta said. “Everything is looking good for 
him, he’s comfortable here. Obviously, he has a really good 
shot, if he would use that more often he’d score more goals.” 

It wouldn’t be a Raanta interview without a playful jab at his 
adopted son. 

And speaking of pressure, it’s always been a little funny to 
me that Kotkaniemi has been under such fire and object of 
scrutiny with the whole offer sheet saga. Of course, to an 
extent, you have to know signing an offer sheet is going to 
come with inevitable drama — especially when you’re 
signing your way out of a place like Montreal. But Kotkaniemi 
strikes me as a polite kid who likes his little hometown and 
apparently ice cream. 

“There’s been a lot going on the past couple years,” 
Kotkaniemi admitted. “Hopefully, it settles down a little now 
and I can just focus on winning the Stanley Cup.” 

“(He had) a tough last summer, with all that social media 
stuff,” Raanta added. “Obviously good for him to get that deal 
done, get that secure feeling … you can see the strides he’s 
made since the beginning of the season and there’s so much 
more to come.” 

Now with a long-term contract in place, maybe focusing on 
the Stanley Cup and ice cream will allow Kotkaniemi to grow 
into the player he was projected to be when he was picked 
No. 3 in the 2018 draft. Maybe he’ll even get to put the ice 
cream into the Stanley Cup. 

“I think the whole team is happy because we’re going to get 
a couple nice dinners from him for sure,” Raanta said. “And I 
don’t know, they were talking about the ice cream place 
yesterday, so maybe there’s going to be a couple ice creams 
also coming.” 

One can only dream. 

Loose pucks 

 OK, OK, the Max Domi acquisition is growing on me 
the more I sit down and think about it. I’m still 
concerned looking at what the Panthers got in 
Claude Giroux and others, what the Avalanche got, 
and moves from the entire Metro — did anyone see 
the Penguins coming? Sheesh. But when you look 
at the Domi move specifically, it gives the Canes 
another option without taking anything away, and he 
has played really well in the past with better 
teammates. No offense to the Blue Jackets, but 
he’s obviously got a skill upgrade around him here 
in Carolina. On Monday, I wrote “I think Domi will 
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help the Hurricanes’ offense in the competition he 
will create … This could push the group to play their 
absolute best.” Martin Necas then got the monkey 
off his back the very next game. 

 Maybe the real trade deadline acquisition was the 
Tony DeAngelo who returned to play along the way. 
Obviously returning and having to play in the 
dreaded 11-7 scheme didn’t do him any favors, but 
he was able to ease back in and shake off some 
rust that way. He looked pretty much back to normal 
in the win against Tampa Tuesday, notching a very 
assist-y goal that looked like Vincent Trocheck 
tipped in but actually went off a Lightning player. “I 
feel pretty good,” he said after the game. “I skated 
pretty hard. I was able to skate quicker than I was 
able to do anything else. And you’re in such good 
shape as the season goes along, so it’s not as hard 
to get back into it. So, I feel fine.” He also added he 
hopes the goal goes to Trocheck. 

 Quote of the week: Brind’Amour on if he has been 
paying attention to trade deadline rumblings: 
“Everybody’s watching the news. I mean, I try not to 
watch the news, I try to watch the sports because 
the news is too depressing.” 

 Hot take of the week: Sometimes obsessing over a 
team “overpaying” for a player is pointless. Two 
things can be true: You paid a lot for the player and 
the player is going to contribute to the team in a 
positive way and/or fill a need. Depending on where 
you’re at in your Cup window, why not risk it to get 
the biscuit? 

 As much as I want to do a victory lap if the Canes 
make it past the first round with Freddie Andersen 
because I said at the time the signing was a good 
move amidst tons of criticism, it still made me sad to 
see Petr Mrazek on waivers this week. He’s such a 
fun player and personality when he’s in the zone, I 
hope he’s able to collect himself and get back to the 
player we around here know he can be. 
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Vincent Trocheck Q&A: Rod Brind’Amour’s tea drinking, scariest Hurricanes’ first-round 
opponent, dogs and more 

By Sara Civian  

The Athletic caught up with Hurricanes center and pending 
UFA Vincent Trocheck Wednesday to talk about, well, a little 
bit of everything. Below is a transcript of the conversation, 
which ended up feeling like a hockey edition of Vogue’s 73 
Questions series. 

What was your concern level with being traded at the 
deadline Monday? 

Not too much. I was just trying to think of it like, “If I get 
traded, I get traded.” 

(Hurricanes head coach) Rod (Brind’Amour) had been 
saying for a while he wanted to keep the group together. Are 
you guys really close this year or what has the vibe been? 

Yeah, I mean Max (Domi) is a nice piece for us, but I think 
we like the way our team is. We’ve been playing pretty well 
and we didn’t want to do too much, make too many changes 
or stir up the team too much. There’s a lot that goes into it, a 
lot of times it’s tough for a new guy to come in and get 
acclimated and immediately make an impact — especially in 
our system. With how well we’ve been playing this season, I 
don’t think they wanted to risk maybe having more than a 
few guys come in and not working as well as we have been 
right now. 

When you look around the Metropolitan Division after the 
trade deadline, who is the scariest potential first-round 
opponent? 

Obviously the East is ridiculously stacked, and the Metro, 
too. There’s a lot of really good teams and I don’t know if 
there’s one I’m scared of. I like our chances against any of 
them. At the same time, Washington is obviously a hard-
fought battle — maybe that one. 

You talk about the system, what do you think doesn’t get 
talked about enough about this Canes group, and what do 
you think is over-hyped? 

That’s a good question. Our PK – it’s not that it’s not talked 
about, it is the No. 1 PK in the league and I think it’s gotten 
some recognition. But it’s been phenomenal this year. And 
everyone knows, that’s kind of our identity — how tight we 
play, how good we are defensively and obviously we added 
Freddie (Andersen) this year and him being the backbone of 
the team has been a huge help defensively. 

Yeah, did you know if you guys finish at the pace you’re 
going, this could end up the best penalty kill of all time in 
certain metrics (well, since analytics have been recorded, 
obviously)? 

Yeah, I mean I remember looking at numbers and 
percentages for the past couple years, and the better PKs in 
the league were around 84-85 percent. We’re around 90 
percent right now. 

*Dogs barking* 

What breed of dog do you have? 

I have two actually, a golden doodle and a golden retriever. 

So we went over the penalty kill, what’s the most over-hyped 
thing about the Canes? 

The Storm Surge might be. 

I was actually going to ask later, is the Storm Surge over? 

No, I don’t think it’s over. I don’t think we’re going to do 
anything crazy like we used to. Well, since I got here with 
there being no fans and everything we haven’t done anything 
crazy, then we’ve toned it down a bit. I think it’s still good for 
the fans to get involved and it gets people in the seats. I 
don’t think it’s over. 

What is one thing the outside world doesn’t know about Rod 
Brind’Amour? 

Well, everybody knows he’s jacked. He’s a big tea drinker. 
He doesn’t drink coffee, he drinks tea — lot’s of it. 

OK, like, green tea? Sweet tea? Regular tea? 

Hot tea. I don’t know his flavor preferences. 

I also wanted to ask because I’ve seen you put together 
some outfits — I like the pinstripes. Who do you think is the 
best-dressed player on the team? 

There’s a couple guys. Fishy (Sebastian Aho) has stepped 
up his game this year. Freddie’s got some good style. Nechy 
(Martin Necas) has that new hipster or hip, whatever the kids 
are doing these day’s Nechy is up to date with all of that. 
He’s big into the socks, he loves, like having different kinds 
of socks and making them visible whenever he’s wearing 
long pants. I don’t understand it, but he pulls it off. 

Any update on contract talks? 

No, not really. I think we’re just trying to make sure we’re 
focusing on hockey and winning the Stanley Cup before we 
figure anything else out. 

Do you think it will get done with the Canes? 

I hope. 
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First Impressions: Domi Ready To Roll In Raleigh 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Max Domi is no stranger to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

This season he'd played them three times already as a 
member of the Columbus Blue Jackets. Prior to that, he'd 
been a teammate of five members of the Canes current 
roster. 

Now he's a part of the group, arriving in Raleigh fewer than 
24 hours after the trade bringing him to Raleigh was officially 
processed on the NHL's Trade Deadline Day. 

"I'm super excited to be here, there's no other team I'd rather 
go to," he began with when meeting with reporters for the 
first time ahead of his new club's win over Tampa Bay 
Tuesday night. 

Quickly reminded that players say that all the time, he 
continued with the reasoning as to why that was a portion of 
his response to the first question faced. 

"I've always said that this team has so much depth and so 
much talent. When you come in here you have to either play 
against [Jaccob] Slavin or take draws against [Jordan Staal] 
and that's never fun. Then you get into Svech, Aho, 
Teravainen, the depth is just crazy." 

A key piece to that depth is Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who played 
with Domi from 2018-20 as members of the Montreal 
Canadiens. Including a season in which the newly acquired 
forward posted a career-high 28 goals, the Winnipeg-born 
forward left a strong impact during the first two years of 
Kotkaniemi's career. 

"You can see him when you're in the stands and you're going 
to feel him when he's on the ice," the recently extended #82 
offered. "He makes a lot of things happen when he's out 
there and every guy likes to have a guy like that around." 

In addition to skating with Kotkaniemi in Montreal, Domi's 
also spent time on the same roster as Tony DeAngelo, Derek 
Stepan, Jordan Martinook and Antti Raanta when the batch 
was all in Arizona together. Maintaining a strong relationship 
with DeAngelo since then, the Canes leading point getter 
among defensemen was elated to find out that the two would 
now be reunited. 

"He's been a really good player in this league for a long time 
now," DeAngelo said post-game. "It gives us a little more jolt. 
Every top contender added somebody and we did as well." 

"If you look back on his seasons, the year he scored 28 
goals, he also had 40 assists, so he can do a little bit of both. 
And he's feisty, he's tough, he plays hard. He finishes 
checks. Getting to play for Roddy and a contender is going to 
reenergize him a little bit," #77 continued. 

Much to the same extent that DeAngelo believes Domi 
playing under Brind'Amour will be a good thing, the team's 
newest acquisition was quick to point out how eager he is to 
do so as well. 

"My dad was the most excited person on the planet when I 
got traded here," Domi said with a smile when asked if his 
father, Tie, a longtime NHL enforcer, had told him anything 
about the Canes current head coach. "The respect that Rod 
carries is second to none. Everyone knows he's the best 
coach in the league, so to be able to have the opportunity to 
play for a guy like that and the rest of his staff is extremely 
special." 

Heavily involved in the discussions about bringing Domi 
aboard, Brind'Amour feels that the team not only made a 
move to help them get better, he sees the seventh-year 
player as someone who should have no trouble meshing with 
the existing roster. Why? Speed, skill and tenacity. 

"We're not just getting a guy that we don't think will fit," the 
reigning Jack Adams award winner stated. "We added a 
quality player. He's hard to play against and gritty, just like 
his dad was." 

With 19 games remaining on the Canes regular season 
schedule, the pending unrestricted free agent comes aboard 
with just the second NHL playoff run in his sights. Set to 
make his team debut on Thursday night against the Dallas 
Stars, Domi believes he'll be fit in with ease amid the 
Metropolitan Division-leading lineup. 

"I'm excited to learn from a guy like [Brind'Amour] and 
excited to learn from some of the guys that play here. 
They're my teammates now and they have some elite 
hockey players in that group." 

Oh, and when it comes to playing at PNC Arena, Domi is 
looking forward to be on the cheering side of things for a 
change. 

"This is a building that I've always loved coming to play in. 
Great fan base. In my opinion it doesn't nearly get enough 
credit around the league. It's just so exciting and I can't wait 
to start playing." 
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Super 16: Avalanche unanimous No. 1, Wild return to top 10 

By Dan Rosen  

The Minnesota Wild are back in the top 10 of the weekly 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings, moving up three spots to 
No. 10 after a 5-1-1 stretch. 

The Wild won two of 10 games from Feb. 16-March 6 and 
dropped to No. 13 last week but have jumped ahead of the 
St. Louis Blues, Washington Capitals and Nashville 
Predators. 

The Colorado Avalanche are the unanimous No. 1 this week, 
their ninth consecutive week atop the Super 16. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins moved up two spots to No. 5. 

The same 16 teams were ranked by all voters for the first 
time this season. 

To create the power rankings, each of the 14 participating 
staff members puts together his or her version of what they 
think the Super 16 should look like. Those are submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, which gets 
one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (45-14-5) 

Total points: 224 

Last week: No. 1 

Colorado won four in a row by a combined score of 14-5 
before losing to the Vancouver Canucks 3-1 on Wednesday. 
The Avalanche were 6-for-10 on the power play during the 
streak and 1-for-5 Wednesday. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (42-14-6) 

Total points: 208 

Last week: No. 3 

Claude Giroux will debut with the Panthers when they play at 
the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday. Florida acquired the 
forward in a trade with the Philadelphia Flyers on March 19. 
The Panthers have scored at least one power-play goal in 12 
of 17 games since Jan. 31 (18-for-57, 31.6 percent).  

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (42-15-6) 

Total points: 195 

Last week: No. 2 

The Hurricanes are 19-for-21 on the penalty kill (90.5 
percent) since March 4. They have not scored more than 
three goals in a game since Feb. 27, averaging 2.17 goals in 
the 12 games. 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (39-17-6) 

Total points: 176 

Last week: No. 4 

The Lightning have lost two in a row and five of seven since 
March 8 but allowed a total of seven goals in their past four, 
including a 2-1 loss to the New York Rangers and a 3-2 loss 
to the Hurricanes. 

5. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (39-16-10) 

Total points: 167 

Last week: No. 7 

Sidney Crosby has scored at least one point in 25 of 29 
games since Jan. 15, including at least two in 13. The center 
scored 42 points (18 goals, 24 assists) in those games. The 
Penguins have won five of seven. 

6. CALGARY FLAMES (38-17-8) 

Total points: 158 

Last week: No. 5 

A 4-3 loss to the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday was Calgary's 
first in regulation when leading after two periods this season 
(31-1-2). Johnny Gaudreau scored his 80th point of the 
season with a goal in a 5-2 win against the Canucks on 
Saturday. The forward, who has scored 82 points (29 goals, 
53 assists) in 63 games, reached 80 points in 62 games, the 
fewest for any Flames player since Jarome Iginla did it in 59 
games in 2006-07. 

7. NEW YORK RANGERS (40-19-5) 

Total points: 131 

Last week: No. 6 

Igor Shesterkin has allowed at least four goals in three of his 
past five games after not allowing more than three goals in 
18 straight. Forward Chris Kreider's NHL-leading 22 power-
play goals is tied with Mike Gartner and Marcel Dionne for 
third in one season by a Rangers player, trailing Vic Hadfield 
(23 in 1971-72) and Jaromir Jagr (24 in 2005-06). 

8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (40-18-5) 

Total points: 126 

Last week: No. 8 
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Auston Matthews scored nine goals in a six-game goal 
streak that ended Wednesday. The center leads the NHL 
with 46 goals in 58 games and is on pace to score 61 this 
season. 

9. BOSTON BRUINS (39-19-5) 

Total points: 118 

Last week: No. 9 

Hampus Lindholm will make his Bruins debut against the 
Lightning on Thursday. The Bruins acquired the defenseman 
in a trade with the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday. Boston has 
won its past two games and five of six and are 12-2-1 since 
Feb. 19. 

10. MINNESOTA WILD (37-20-4) 

Total points: 97 

Last week: No. 13 

Minnesota had 11 goal-scorers in its past seven games, 
including a Wild-high four each for forwards Ryan Hartman 
and Kirill Kaprizov. Cam Talbot is 5-0-0 with a 1.97 goals-
against average, .926 save percentage and one shutout in 
that stretch. 

11. ST. LOUIS BLUES (35-18-9) 

Total points: 85 

Last week: No. 10 

David Perron has scored 10 goals in a seven-game goal 
streak since March 8. It's the forward's longest in his 15 NHL 
seasons. Perron is tied with forward Jordan Kyrou for the 
Blues lead with 22 goals. St. Louis is 3-4-3 this month, 
averaging 3.40 goals per game. 

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (35-20-10) 

Total points: 67 

Last week: No. 11 

The Capitals have lost their past two games, each at home. 
They have the fewest home wins (15) of any team in a 
Stanley Cup Playoff position. Washington's 20 road wins are 
tied for second in the NHL. 

13. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (37-23-4) 

Total points: 61 

Last week: No. 12 

Filip Forsberg has scored 35 goals and Matt Duchene has 
scored 34, making the Predators one of two NHL teams to 
have two players in the top 10 in goals. Leon Draisaitl has 
scored 42 goals and Connor McDavid has scored 35 for the 
Edmonton Oilers. Roman Josi leads NHL defensemen with 
78 points (18 goals, 60 assists), which is seventh in the NHL. 
HIs 25 points (four goals, 21 assists) in 11 games this month 
leads the NHL. He's scored at least a point in all 11 games. 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (35-22-8) 

Total points: 45 

Last week: No. 14 

The Kings, coming off a 6-1 win against the Predators, have 
alternated wins and losses in their past six games. 
Defenseman Drew Doughty could be out for the remainder of 
the regular season with an upper-body injury. 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (35-24-5) 

Total points: 25 

Last week: No. 15 

The Oilers lost back-to-back games (3-2 in overtime to the 
Avalanche and 5-3 to the Dallas Stars) on Monday and 
Tuesday after winning five in a row. McDavid needs two 
assists to reach 60 for the sixth straight season and seven 
points to score 100 for the fifth time in six seasons. 

16. DALLAS STARS (35-24-3) 

Total points: 21 

Last week: No. 16 

Dallas has won two in a row and three of four since a three-
game losing streak. Jake Oettinger is second in the NHL in 
starts (19) and wins (12) since Jan. 30. His .921 save 
percentage is eighth and his 2.46 GAA is seventh among 
goalies who have played at least 10 games in that stretch. 

Others receiving points: None 

Dropped out: None 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
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Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Nashville Predators; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Washington Capitals 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Edmonton Oilers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Dallas Stars 
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ALN: Canes snap four-game skid with win over talented Lightning 

By Talia Goodman 

The Canes were able to rebound from a rough four-game 
stretch and beat Tampa 3-2 at home with the assistance of a 
special teams performance that was impressive and slightly 
unusual of late for Carolina. They scored two goals on the 
power play and were able to kill off four penalties to solidify 
the win.  

A slow, sloppy first period 

It wasn’t until the final minutes of the first period that I 
developed any sense of confidence that Carolina could take 
the win last night. It was only when Tony DeAngelo was in 
the sin bin and the Canes were able to showcase their 
almost-perfect PK that the dynamic of the game shifted and 
the Canes were able to utilize their strengths to get a few 
decent chances.  

“You just have to go out there and battle hard,” said 
Sebastian Aho.  

I was disappointed with the first 20 minutes overall, however, 
as this did not feel like the showing between two top 
contenders that most were expecting— from either side. 
There were a total of 16 SOG, only seven coming from the 
Canes, and there were only three high-danger chances. 
They failed to score in the first period for the ninth time in 
their last 10 games. It wasn’t long, though, before the Canes 
bounced back.  

Necas knocks it in  

Carolina’s power play has been good. Not great, but solid. 
Before last night, it ranked 8th in the league. Some may call 
it great, but I guess I may just be spoiled as a Canes fan, 
because I’ve been very neutral about the PP thus far.  

Last night, though, it looked great in the time leading up to 
Martin Necas’ goal. They had consistent shots on goal, a few 
phenomenal chances, and the eventual goal from Necas. It 
was his 10th goal of the year, and Ethan Bear and Seth 
Jarvis tallied the assists. This goal made it 1-0 Canes, 
although not for long.  

Less than three minutes later, Tampa got the equalizer and 
we were back to where we started— but with a bit more 
confidence and with a new sense of proven strength in the 
special teamers.  

PP succeeds  

So, I already mentioned the first PP success, and I honestly 
thought that would be the end of it. I was happy with that— 
well, content at least. But the Canes had another opportunity 
on the man-advantage and they exceeded my expectations. 
They did it again.  

“The power play was good,” DeAngelo said. “I thought we 
had good entries, moved it around well.”  

DeAngelo scored on this one, firing through a great screen 
from Vincent Trocheck. Trocheck was even shown on a 
close-up after the goal yelling a profanity that I’m not sure if 
I’m allowed to detail, but it was fun to watch. His excitement 
is contagious.  

Aho nets another 

Midway through the third period, Aho was able to tuck one in 
and put the Canes up 3-1. It was a big one for him, as he 
scored his 28th of the year after having not tallied a point 
since March 13th.  

It was a great effort that showed why Aho leads the team in 
goals scored this year. He’s a great playmaker, and in this 
case, a creative, phenomenal finisher.  

What’s next? 

The Canes remain at home and face the Dallas Stars (34-24-
3) this Thursday at 7pm ET.  

“We’ve been playing really good lately, and I think today we 
got a little bit more rewarded,” Andersen said. 

It’ll also be interesting to see if the Canes new acquisition, 
Max Domi, makes an appearance in this game. It will have 
been just a few days since he landed in Carolina, but it’s 
possible that he’ll play sooner rather than later.  

“He’s feisty, he’s tough, and he plays hard,” DeAngelo said. 

In the last matchup between these two teams, the Canes 
were not able to eke out a win, and fell 4-1 to this Dallas 
squad. Roope Hintz scored his first career hat trick in the 
game, so he may be a player to keep an eye on as well. 
Regardless, the Canes could really use the win to maintain a 
spot at the top of the standings.  

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2022 

 

Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Trade Deadline Grades 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 90 Points (42-15-6) B- 

The Carolina Hurricanes were mostly inactive on trade 
deadline day, only making one trade in acquiring Max Domi 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets. Domi, who can play center, 
will play wing for the Canes and can fill in for Jordan 
Martinook, who is listed as week-to-week. Domi has a history 
of playing with an edge, something the Hurricanes needed to 
add, but also has 34 points this season with nine goals and 
25 assists. He brings more flexibility to the top-nine, who 
have been struggling to score in the weeks leading up to the 
trade deadline. The return for Domi was minimal and cost the 
Canes two prospects and a sixth-round pick. A full trade 
analysis can be found here. 

The Canes were also able to announce an extension for 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi once the deadline officially passed, which 
they did, an eight-year deal with a $4.82 million AAV. This 
deal is more sustainable and reasonable than the $6.1 
million deal that was required in the offer sheet. The cap hit 
is almost identical to current center Vincent Trockeck’s deal 
but with two more years of term. There is a significant 
chance that the Canes will lose Trocheck in free agency and 
Kotkaniemi is set to replace him in that role with the same 
cap hit for the next eight years. 

The main success for the Canes at the trade deadline was 
avoiding paying high prices for players that would not help 
the team. While Don Waddell mentioned wanted depth at 
defense, Jalen Chatfield has already shown he can step up 
and play in a moment’s notice and do so admirably as an 
eighth defenseman. The Canes prefer to avoid rental deals 
and opt more for “hockey trades”, which we saw with Brady 
Skjei. Any deal for Jacob Chychrun or John Klingberg would 
be deals that would come at the upcoming draft. 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins: 87 Points (39-16-9) A 

The Pittsburgh Penguins, like the Hurricanes, only made one 
significant move. They traded Zach Aston-Reese, Dominik 
Simon, a prospect and a 2022 second-round pick to the 
Anaheim Ducks for Rickard Rakell. Rakell will immediately 
slot into the second line and play on the wing with Evgeni 
Malkin. The Penguins have struggled to get their second line 
going and needed a winger who has a proven track record 
playing with talented players. In 51 games in Anaheim, 
Rackell has 16 goals and 12 assists and has eclipsed the 40-
point mark in five of his nine NHL seasons. 

The loss of Zach Aston-Reese will be felt defensively. Aston-
Reese was a key penalty killer for the Penguins ranking 
fourth in forwards with 1:28 shorthanded time on ice per 
game. However, the addition of Brock McGinn last off-
season made him a redundant piece. McGinn plays more 
time shorthanded and provides a higher offensive upside. 
GM Ron Hextall was able to make a significant addition to 
the team while also hitting his goal of not trading a first-round 
pick.  

3. New York Rangers: 85 Points (40-19-5) A 

The New York Rangers made the biggest splash at the 
deadline, acquiring both Tyler Motte and Andrew Copp. They 

also acquired depth pieces in Nick Merkley, Justin Braun and 
Frank Vatrano over the last week. The Rangers are making 
the right moves at the right time to try to make a deep run 
with a team that still has a significant amount of entry-level 
contracts. The moves to acquire Copp and Motte shore up 
the depth problems that the Rangers have faced all season. 
They have really struggled with secondary scoring and five 
on five scoring, both of which should be improved with these 
acquisitions and make them much harder to play against. 

The only issue for the Rangers is they acquired four pending 
free agents for five fourth-round or earlier picks in the next 
two drafts. They are making moves similar to the Florida 
Panthers but are much further away from a Stanley Cup than 
a team like the Panthers or the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
However, if you are a player on the team, it has to feel great 
that management has shown the willingness to go all-in on a 
good year.  

4. Washington Capitals: 80 Points (35-20-10) C 

The Washington Capitals stayed relatively quiet at the 
deadline only making small tweaks to the bottom six. The 
Caps acquired Marcus Johansson from the Seattle Kraken 
for Daniel Sprong, a 2022 fourth-round pick and a 2023 
sixth-round pick. The Caps also sent a 2023 third-round pick 
to the Arizona Coyotes for forward Johan Larsson. 
Johansson joins the Caps for the first time since the 2017-
2018 season when he was previously traded to the New 
Jersey Devils for two picks in 2018. Neither add a ton to the 
lineup, but will add much-needed experience to the Caps' 
very young bottom six. 

Washington did not make any changes to their goaltending 
and have been happy with their team since the start of 
March. The Caps lost their first regulation game in March on 
Sunday and started the month with points in eight straight 
games. The Caps felt confident enough with their 
goaltending to ride with Vitek Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov 
who have both played better as of late but haven’t inspired 
hope throughout the entire season.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 67 Points (32-29-3) C 

The Columbus Blue Jackets only made a single move, which 
was trading Max Domi to the Carolina Hurricanes for 
prospect Aidan Hreschuk. It was disappointing to not see the 
Blue Jackets able to pull off anything more creative to take 
on deadline cap for futures like the Florida Panthers did for 
the Domi trade. The Blue Jackets' conservative moves would 
point towards them re-signing Patrik Laine and conserving 
the current cap space that they have.  

The Blue Jackets already have two first-round picks heading 
into the draft, so they weren’t on the hot seat to make a big 
splash deal to get another pick. They are in a great place 
heading into the draft with enough picks and prospects and 
enough cap space that they could “weaponize.”  

6. New York Islanders: 63 Points (27-25-9) D 

The Islanders are having a tough season which will end with 
them missing the playoffs for the first time since the 2017-
2018 season. From the outside, they appear as the 
prototypical sellers at the deadline, but they made zero 
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trades. Heading into the deadline they only had five pending 
UFAs and two pending RFAs. Outside of Sebastian Aho who 
is a pending Group 6 UFA, their youngest pending UFA was 
Cal Clutterbuck who is 34 years old. The Islanders didn’t 
have many attractive players at the deadline and instead of 
moving on from them, they announced two extensions on 
Monday. A one-year $750k deal for Zach Parise and a two-
year extension with a $1.75 million AAV for Cal Clutterbuck. 

The Islanders have very little flexibility heading into next 
season and their main issue of long-term contracts with 
significant AAVs is not an easily addressable solution at the 
deadline. Team construction issues are dealt with at the draft 
and in the offseason. The Isles already had to make a deal to 
shed cap when they traded Andrew Ladd to the Coyotes and 
had to include up to four draft picks including a first-round 
pick to sweeten the pot. With just $11 million in cap space 
and five spots to fill this offseason, they could be looking at a 
similar deal to unload another aging contract.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 51 Points (20-31-11) A- 

The Philadelphia Flyers did a great job at the deadline in 
getting some assets back for their players. The Flyers had a 
tough job in trading Claude Giroux, who only wanted to go to 
the Florida Panthers. When players only want to go to a 
single destination, teams can get a small return. The Flyers 
were able to get Owen Tippett, a 2024 first-round pick and a 
2023 third-round pick for him. The Flyers were also able to 
acquire two more picks in the 2023 NHL draft for Justin 
Braun and Derick Brassard. This means the Flyers only have 
six picks in the upcoming draft without a second-round pick 
but have bolstered their 2023 and 2024 drafts.  

The Flyers don’t have any help in the upcoming draft, and 
they also do not want to admit they are in a rebuild so they 
are in limbo. They refuse to admit they are in a rebuild but 
made moves that point them in that direction. This could lead 
to an active 2022 draft with the Flyers either trying to trade 
into the 2022 draft or trading their future picks for immediate 
help. Either way, the Flyers still have a lot of work to do to 
accomplish either a rebuild or a reconstruction to try to 
compete immediately.  

8. New Jersey Devils: 51 Points (23-25-5) F 

The trade deadline will look like a disappointment to the New 
Jersey Devils after they failed to trade P.K. Subban or make 
a single significant trade for the future. It is hard to believe 
they wouldn’t be able to get any assets for Subban who has 
been an elite defenseman for the majority of his career has 
been. The Devils had already announced they were not 
going to re-sign him this off-season so it's hard to believe 
they wouldn’t have taken anything they could have gotten for 
him. They will now lose him this offseason for free.  

The one deal they completed was sending Nathan Schnarr 
to the Montreal Canadiens for goalie Andrew Hammond. 
Hammond has started three games this season for the 
Canadiens and has earned a 3-0-0 record with a .920 save 
percentage. Hammond is the fifth goalie listed on the Devils 
roster. Hammond is 34 and is a pending UFA so he does not 
help the Devil's goaltending long-term. The Devils have been 
completely undone by their poor goaltending this season, but 
it seems too little too late to now try to solve that problem this 
season.  
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Hurricanes in the hunt for first in the Eastern Conference  

By Rachel Umbach  

With just 19 games left until the NHL playoffs, the Carolina 
Hurricanes currently sit in second place behind the Florida 
Panthers in the Eastern Conference, and in first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, just three points ahead of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and five points in front of the New York 
Rangers.  

It'll be a wild ride to the finish as the Canes will look to grab 
first place from the Panthers in time for the postseason, so 
let's take a look at what brought them here and what needs 
to happen moving forward. 

It’s a team effort  

One thing Carolina certainly doesn't lack is the ability to 
score, with 10 players currently having reached double-digit 
goal efforts this season. 

Center Sebastian Aho and right wing Andrei Svechnikov lead 
the team with 28 and 23 goals each, respectively.   

Different faces have also been making more of an offensive 
impact as of late including center Martin Necas who recently 
ended his scoring drought spanning back to Jan. 15 with 
goals against the Seattle Kraken and Tampa Bay Lightning 
in the past eight games.  

Center Jordan Staal has also changed the direction of his 
season these past few months. In a scoring drought from 
Oct. 29 to Feb. 10, he now has six goals and five assists 
since then, including two goals in the March 4 matchup 
against Pittsburgh. 

The depth the Canes have, combined with the ability to score 
no matter who is on the ice, is one of the many things that 
makes this team so special and has had a large contribution 
to its success. 

Cashing in on the power play  

A current struggle for the Hurricanes is the ability to take 
advantage of the power play.  

In its recent four-game losing streak, the Canes had 12 
power play chances, but they weren’t able to convert on any 
of them.  

Necas and defenseman Tony DeAngelo finally cashed in 
during the 3-2 win over the Lightning on March 22, but prior 
to that Carolina's last goal on the one-man advantage was 
back on March 6 against the Seattle Kraken.  

The Hurricanes need to take more advantage of these 
situations moving forward for any hope of being competitive 
with the Rangers and the current top team in the league, the 
Colorado Avalanche.  

New additions  

Part of a three-team trade, the Canes recently acquired 
forward Max Domi from the Columbus Blue Jackets at the 
trade deadline in an effort to strengthen that scoring depth 
even more. Lost in all the discussion of that acquisition, 
Carolina also grabbed defenseman Tyler Inamoto, who is 
currently playing in the NCAA, all in exchange for prospects 
Egor Korshkov and Aidan Hreschuk. 

Another announcement at the deadline, the Canes signed an 
extension with forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi worth $4.82 
million per season for eight years.  

While Domi will be an unrestricted free agent at the end of 
the season, he provides some much-needed depth to finish 
this year, and the Kotkaniemi extension shows Carolina is 
continuing work on long-term depth as well.  

Top of the league in goaltending  

As always, the Hurricanes' goaltending deserves an 
immense amount of credit for the team's success. Combined 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta currently have the 
lowest average of goals against per game in the league at 
2.37 and the third highest save percentage in the NHL at 
0.921.  

Andersen, who represented the Canes in this season's All-
Star game also has the lowest individual average of goals 
against per game at 2.06 and the second-highest save 
percentage at 0.928.  

With injuries in recent months to DeAngelo, Brendan Smith 
and Jordan Martinook, the Hurricanes' defense has taken 
multiple hits as of late, but the excellence of its goaltending 
has kept Carolina well within reach of first place in the 
conference.  

The final stretch  

It won't be an easy ride to first-place in the Eastern 
Conference as the last stretch of the regular season kicks off 
March 24 at home against the Dallas Stars. The final 18 
games include 12 games against Eastern Conference 
opponents including two matchups on the road against the 
Rangers and another clash in Tampa against the current 
defending Stanley Cup Champions. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3193022/2022/03/23/loose-pucks-jesperi-kotkaniemi-locked-up-till-his-30s-tony-deangelo-is-back-and-ice-cream-for-all/ 

https://theathletic.com/3205341/2022/03/24/vincent-trocheck-qa-rod-brindamours-tea-drinking-scariest-metropolitan-division-team-dogs-and-more/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/first-impressions-domi-ready-to-roll-in-raleigh/c-332173820 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-24/c-332178226 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/23/22992182/aln-canes-snap-four-game-skid-with-win-over-talented-lightning 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/23/22992230/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-trade-deadline-grades 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-in-the-hunt-for-first-in-the-eastern-conference/article_7a4664cc-ab01-11ec-a5d6-

a7a1950cdacc.html  
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Loose pucks: Jesperi Kotkaniemi remains part of the 'Finnish Mafia', 
Tony DeAngelo is back, and ice cream for all 

 

Sara Civian 

7-8 minutes 23/03/2022 

 

The 2022 NHL trade deadline has officially come and gone, so we can 
finally start talking about the actual game again — the game of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, who signed an eight-year, $4.82 AAV extension at the 
deadline. 

Hah. 

“I’ve been thinking, (Raleigh) feels like my hometown in Finland,” he said. 
“It’s a little bit smaller. It’s comfortable and it just feels like home, you 
know?” 

I’m sure the “Finnish Mafia” featuring Kotkaniemi, Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen and “Father Finn” Antti Raanta has had something to do with 
that. 

“Fishy (Aho) has a sauna in the backyard, so that’s huge,” Kotkaniemi 
said, laughing. “Overall, they have helped me with a lot.” 

The 21-year-old center will be approaching his 30s when the contract 
expires, and who knows what the team will look like then. Hey, maybe 
that was the point of the signing in the first place. There’s been so much 
vague talk about “not wanting to mess up the future” and not 
surrendering draft picks for rentals, but future draft picks likely aren’t 
going to help the team in the next five years, so it’s hard to conceptualize 
the real point of not “going all in” at the deadline. 

The Canes don’t know exactly what Kotkaniemi will turn into, but a 
perennial second- and/or third-line center seems likely. 

“We’ve seen him starting to develop, we’re starting to see the things he’s 
going to be capable of. I keep reminding everyone he’s a young kid and 
he’s only going to get stronger,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He’s 
only going to get better … he knows how to play and has a high skill 
level, he just needs to get stronger and he needs to get a little quicker. I 
know from myself at 21 I was one player, at 24 I was another player, 
that’s what we’re talking about here.” 

Kotkaniemi has settled into the Canes’ fourth-line center role for now, 
with 11 goals and 23 points in 60 games. He’s playing sheltered minutes, 
just 8:14 TOI against Tampa on Tuesday, 12:52 against the Rangers on 
March 20 and 11:36 against the Capitals on March 18. But he’s leading 
the team in goals per minute, so maybe this easing into a bigger role with 
minimal pressure and eight years ahead really is the way to go. 

“I think now that he’s playing the center again it’s been a better spot for 
him, and when he’s gotten into the system and understands how we want 
to play he’s getting more comfortable,” Raanta said. “Everything is 
looking good for him, he’s comfortable here. Obviously, he has a really 
good shot, if he would use that more often he’d score more goals.” 

It wouldn’t be a Raanta interview without a playful jab at his adopted son. 

And speaking of pressure, it’s always been a little funny to me that 
Kotkaniemi has been under such fire and object of scrutiny with the 
whole offer sheet saga. Of course, to an extent, you have to know 
signing an offer sheet is going to come with inevitable drama — 
especially when you’re signing your way out of a place like Montreal. But 
Kotkaniemi strikes me as a polite kid who likes his little hometown and 
apparently ice cream. 

“There’s been a lot going on the past couple years,” Kotkaniemi admitted. 
“Hopefully, it settles down a little now and I can just focus on winning the 
Stanley Cup.” 

“(He had) a tough last summer, with all that social media stuff,” Raanta 
added. “Obviously good for him to get that deal done, get that secure 
feeling … you can see the strides he’s made since the beginning of the 
season and there’s so much more to come.” 

Now with a long-term contract in place, maybe focusing on the Stanley 
Cup and ice cream will allow Kotkaniemi to grow into the player he was 
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projected to be when he was picked No. 3 in the 2018 draft. Maybe he’ll 
even get to put the ice cream into the Stanley Cup. 

“I think the whole team is happy because we’re going to get a couple nice 
dinners from him for sure,” Raanta said. “And I don’t know, they were 
talking about the ice cream place yesterday, so maybe there’s going to 
be a couple ice creams also coming.” 

One can only dream. 

Loose pucks 

OK, OK, the Max Domi acquisition is growing on me the more I sit down 
and think about it. I’m still concerned looking at what the Panthers got in 
Claude Giroux and others, what the Avalanche got, and moves from the 
entire Metro — did anyone see the Penguins coming? Sheesh. But when 
you look at the Domi move specifically, it gives the Canes another option 
without taking anything away, and he has played really well in the past 
with better teammates. No offense to the Blue Jackets, but he’s obviously 
got a skill upgrade around him here in Carolina. On Monday, I wrote “I 
think Domi will help the Hurricanes’ offense in the competition he will 
create … This could push the group to play their absolute best.” Martin 
Necas then got the monkey off his back the very next game. 

Maybe the real trade deadline acquisition was the Tony DeAngelo who 
returned to play along the way. Obviously returning and having to play in 
the dreaded 11-7 scheme didn’t do him any favors, but he was able to 
ease back in and shake off some rust that way. He looked pretty much 
back to normal in the win against Tampa Tuesday, notching a very 
assist-y goal that looked like Vincent Trocheck tipped in but actually went 
off a Lightning player. “I feel pretty good,” he said after the game. “I 
skated pretty hard. I was able to skate quicker than I was able to do 
anything else. And you’re in such good shape as the season goes along, 
so it’s not as hard to get back into it. So, I feel fine.” He also added he 
hopes the goal goes to Trocheck. 

Quote of the week: Brind’Amour on if he has been paying attention to 
trade deadline rumblings: “Everybody’s watching the news. I mean, I try 
not to watch the news, I try to watch the sports because the news is too 
depressing.” 

Hot take of the week: Sometimes obsessing over a team “overpaying” for 
a player is pointless. Two things can be true: You paid a lot for the player 
and the player is going to contribute to the team in a positive way and/or 
fill a need. Depending on where you’re at in your Cup window, why not 
risk it to get the biscuit? 

As much as I want to do a victory lap if the Canes make it past the first 
round with Freddie Andersen because I said at the time the signing was 
a good move amidst tons of criticism, it still made me sad to see Petr 
Mrazek on waivers this week. He’s such a fun player and personality 
when he’s in the zone, I hope he’s able to collect himself and get back to 
the player we around here know he can be. 
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Blues notebook: Solid Red Wings debuts for Sundqvist, Walman 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

Detroit wasted no time putting Oskar Sundqvist and Jake Walman to 
work following Monday’s trade of Nick Leddy to St. Louis 

Playing on the third line, Sundqvist had an empty-net goal and an assist, 
and was plus-3 in Tuesday’s 6-3 Red Wings victory over Philadelphia. 

Jake Walman played on the third defensive pairing, logging 17 minutes 
19 seconds of ice time and was plus-1. 

Walman, who’s wearing jersey No. 8 in Detroit, averaged 11:59 of ice 
time in 32 games with the Blues this season. So he could be in for a lot 
more playing time. 

“Both played real good,” Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said after Tuesday’s 
game. “I thought Jake used his two best assets — his skating and his 
shooting. He shot it a lot and he was skating really good. He skated it out 
of our zone and I think he’s gonna be a guy who can really end plays 
early with his skating. Defensively, he can be a bit of a defensive 
weapon. 

“And then I thought Oskar played real good. He’s a hockey player. He’s 
strong on his stick. He’s very, very smart. He’s very good defensively. 
Very good offensively in the sense of winning pucks and being in the 
right spots.” 

Sundqvist celebrated his 28th birthday Wednesday. 

Contracts extendedThe contracts of Springfield Thunderbirds head coach 
Drew Bannister and assistant coach Daniel Tkaczuk have been 
extended, the team announced Wednesday. Bannister, 47, is in his 
fourth season coaching the Blues’ AHL affiliate and plays a key role in 
Blues player development. 

So far this season, 10 Springfield players have appeared in Blues 
games, including current roster members Logan Brown, Mackenzie 
MacEachern, Alexei Toropchenko, and Nathan Walker. 

The Thunderbirds lead the AHL’s Atlantic Division with a 33-19-7 record, 
defeating the Hartford Wolf Pack 3-1 on Wednesday. 

Peca re-upsThe Blues have signed forward Matthew Peca to a two-year 
contract extension, according to CapFriendly.com. It’s a two-year, two-
way deal that pays Peca an average of $762,500 annually at the NHL 
level and $325,000 a year at the AHL level. 

Peca is at Springfield and is averaging nearly a point per game this 
season, with a team-high 51 points in 53 games. He scored his 20th goal 
of the season — also a team — Wednesday night. 

Peca, a 28-year-old native of Patawawa, Ontario, played in five games 
for the Blues in December, with one assist. 

Streaking PerronDavid Perron’s seven-game goal streak is tied for the 
second longest in the NHL this season, behind Elias Lindholm of Calgary 
and Mitchell Marner of Toronto — both at eight games. 

It’s also tied for the third-longest streak in Blues history, behind Brett Hull 
(who had 10-game streaks twice) and Wayne Babych (eight games). 

Quotable“Every game’s important. I know it’s something we talk about all 
the time. Every team in our division is battling for positioning. For us, it’s 
just controlling what we can and winning hockey games. Playoff hockey 
starts now.” — Brandon Saad 

Blue notesMarco Scandella in plus-8 in six games since returning to the 
lineup from a lower-body injury. 

• Pavel Buchnevich is in the midst of a season-long seven-game goal 
drought. 

• The Blues’ 5-2 win Tuesday over Washington was their 16th victory this 
season after allowing the game’s first goal. That’s tied for the league 
best, with Tampa Bay. 

• Although they’ve cooled a little in the second period lately, the Blues 
continue to lead the league in second period goal differential — plus-28. 

• With two assists Wednesday, veteran forward James Neal has 11 goals 
and eight assists in 14 games for Springfield. 
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Roster is set, and so is the Blues' personality 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

The trade deadline has come and gone. The roster is set. And to a 
degree, so is the personality of this Blues team. 

For example, if you were hoping for a big, physical, road-grading 
defenseman that would keep the net front clean — well, you didn’t get 
him at the deadline. 

Instead, you got another puck mover in Nick Leddy. 

This is a different-looking Blues team than the 2019 Stanley Cup 
champions. Whether it’s good enough to make another Cup run — well, 
we’re about to find out. 

“I think if you look back (at 2019), our (defensive) corps was totally 
different in how they played, size-wise, things like that,” coach Craig 
Berube said. “They were big guys that were simple and defended well, 
and then up front we had a good balance. 

“A lot like now (up front), but I think we had probably not as much scoring 
back then up front as we do now. I think we had different types of 
players.” 

This is a more skilled team. Granted, scoring is up league-wide, but the 
Blues should end up with seven 20-goal scorers. 

Skill and skating seem to be the future of the NHL, and to a degree Blues 
general manager Doug Armstrong recognizes this. Among the team’s 
biggest prospects, forward Zachary Bolduc has top-end skill. 
Defenseman Scott Perunovich is a small but skilled skater and puck 
mover. The exception is Jake Neighbours, who projects as a power 
forward. 

But the 2021-22 Blues aren’t as heavy of a team as their immediate 
predecessors. In terms of the trade deadline and the team’s defensemen 
corps, that’s particularly true. Again, in terms of acquiring Leddy, part of 
that might have been a philosophic bent. But part simply might have 
been what Armstrong could accomplish given the team’s salary-cap 
situation and what assets the team was willing to ship out to make a 
trade. 

“You gotta go with what you have,” Berube said. “I think you gotta coach 
with what you have. These guys on the blueline, they transport pucks up 
the ice. They skate pucks out. And they make plays. 

“From the Cup year, we move the puck better (now) I think in the neutral 
zone. We move the puck through the neutral zone better and in the 
offensive zone, we score a lot of goals. You gotta let guys do what 
they’re good at. On the other side of things though, I think our defending 
side of things has to get better, and that’s something we gotta keep 
preaching and working on.” 

And good defense can flow from good offense. David Perron has 
stressed in more than one media session lately the importance of playing 
the team’s patented zone-possession offense. If a play isn’t there to be 
made, chip it in and chase. 

The other team can’t score if they don’t have the puck. Such was the 
case in Tuesday’s 5-2 victory over the Washington Capitals. The Blues 
outshot the Caps 23-8 over the final two periods, and for the game 
limited them to only 21 shots on goal. 

Offensively, the Blues were aggressive in terms of getting inside and 
charging the net. 

“We did a good job of playing a heavy game in the offensive zone,” 
forward Brandon Saad said. “Being smart with the puck. I don’t think we 
had many turnovers that gave them rush chances. So for us, when we 
get pucks deep and hold onto puck and play offensively with confidence, 
that’s how we have success.” 

That’s the formula. And it works just as well now as it did in 2019, except 
this team has more firepower. 

“It’s always a little tough before the deadline,” captain Ryan O’Reilly said. 
“You don’t know what’s going to happen. ... This is the group here, and 
still we’re missing some guys and some guys need to get healthy, too. 
But we know this is the group we have, and when we kind of do what we 
did (Tuesday) and have each other’s backs, competing for each other, 
you can tell we can play with anyone in this league. I think we’re all 
confident in the room. We’ve got a lot of work left, but we’re confident we 
can make something happen.” 

Of course, if the Blues play that way only once every five or six games, 
it’s not going to work. If they make it part of their every-day personality, 
and do it consistently, they’re capable of making a deep playoff run. 

The opening-night reviews of Leddy’s play were favorable among the 
Blues. Berube in particular seemed pleased. Depending on the extent of 
Torey Krug’s left hand injury Tuesday in Washington, the Blues might 
need Leddy even more than was realized when the trade was made. 

“I thought he did great back there,” O’Reilly said of Leddy. “You can tell 
he’s so smooth. And just going back for pucks, so calm and he makes 
these great little plays that help us break out easier and just skates so 
well. I think he’s so effective with the way he positions himself and is able 
to create off of that.” 

There’s no doubt that Colorado is the team to beat in the Western 
Conference. Armstrong was saying that way back in September, at the 
NHL Prospect Tournament in Traverse City, Mich. But he believes in his 
team and how it’s constructed. 

“The engine of the St. Louis Blues has always been the sum of all its 
parts over just one part,” Armstrong said. “So we’re not a singularly 
driven team where if one player goes out we don’t think we should be 
competitive.” 

That part of the Blues’ personality has not changed. 

 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 03.24.2022 

1200333 St Louis Blues 

 

Timmermann: With 20 regular-season games remaining, are the Blues a 
lock for the playoffs? 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

Here are the highlights from our weekly chat with Post-Dispatch readers. 

Q: Moneypuck gives the Blues 99.9% odds of making the playoffs? Isn’t 
that optimistic considering how tight the standings are? 

A: Hockeyviz.com puts them at 94.9% and figures they need about 19 
points out of the remaining 20 games to be pretty much a lock. So .500 
hockey the rest of the way seems doable. The race is tight. The 
closeness of the race is in spots 2-4, but the gap back to the first team 
out is seven points, so that's a bit more of a margin. And the teams that 
are farther back are there because, well, they're not as good. 95% might 
be more accurate since a losing streak would change how things look, 
but I think the Blues are fairly safe. 
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Q: How will Nick Leddy be used? Will Marco Scandella and Niko Mikkola 
rotate in with Colton Paranko depending on matchups and faceoff starts? 

A: Tuesday night seemed to go well, so I would think we'll see Leddy and 
Parayko for the time being, with Scandella taking a shift every now and 
then depending on the situation, and Mikkola usually being a scratch. 
Though with the status of Torey Krug in doubt after he left the game early 
with what looks like a hand injury, that may change the rotation. The 
Blues didn't practice Wednesday, so we won't have a Krug update until 
Thursday. Not sure who would move into that spot if he was out, but the 
Blues got Leddy to be a top-four guy, so he'll be up there somewhere. 

Q: What kind of changes do you anticipate the Blues making in the 
offseason, especially being tight against the salary cap? 

A: The biggest question concerns the fate of Vladimir Tarasenko. Even if 
he doesn't want to be traded anymore, going into the last year before 
becoming an unrestricted free agent is when guys (most often) get 
traded, so if Doug Armstrong doesn't think Tarasenko will re-sign, a trade 
could happen. If that's the case, it opens a whole lot of space, and all 
sorts of things could happen. 

The goalie situation will have to be dealt with. Does Ville Husso stay or 
go, and if he stays, what does that mean for Jordan Binnington? David 
Perron is putting to rest all doubt about whether he should get a new 
contract. The Blues will want to address the defensive situation that led 
to the acquisition of Nick Leddy. Is he the answer and someone they try 
to re-sign, or do the Blues think Niko Mikkola can be the answer with 
more experience? Does someone like Ivan Barbashev get moved to 
make room for a younger forward like Jake Neighbours? Klim Kostin's 
spot seems to be in danger. If Tarasenko or Binnington is moved, that 
opens cap space to sign a goal scorer. If neither moves, less big-ticket 
tinkering is possible. 

Q: What are your thoughts on Alexei Toropchenko? 

A: I've liked Toropchenko pretty much from the first time I saw him in 
camp. He's doing very well on this call-up, and it's clear that Craig 
Berube loves him. The trade deadline is the day that teams “paper” a 
player down to the minors, sending him down and calling him 
immediately back up so that he can be eligible for the AHL playoffs. The 
Blues did that with Mackenzie MacEachern, but not with Toropchenko, 
which indicates they're planning on him finishing the season in St. Louis. 

Q: If and when the Blues move on from Jordan Binnington in the 
offseason, will that be an admission from Doug Armstrong that he got it 
wrong in giving Binnington a big contract, or do the Blues just see a 
cheaper option in Ville Husso? 

A: A little of both? Husso is a cheaper option, and Husso was in line to be 
the guy, anyway. Had he not been hurt at the juncture in the Stanley Cup 
season, he would have been the call-up, not Binnington. And if Husso 
stays, he will be a lower-priced option. 

Armstrong was caught in a bind on the Binnington extension. Binnington 
was playing well enough to stay around, Husso hadn't shown he was 
ready to be the guy, and the money Binnington was getting paid was 
consistent with other goalies of his status. So it wasn't out of line. 
Armstrong had to extend the term a bit farther than he probably wanted 
in order to make it work. Teams like experienced goalies, and Binnington 
had a heck of a line on his resume, that he had won a Stanley Cup, 
which gave him something that almost all the other goalies on the market 
wouldn't have. 

The challenge in moving on from Binnington is that whatever team 
acquires him is committing to him being their No. 1 goalie for the length 
of that contract. That's a big step for any team to take (considering 
Binnington’s performance) at the moment. 

Q: With his size, speed and grittiness, Dakota Joshua was looking like a 
good fit for fourth-line center until he fell out of favor. What happened, 
and will he get another chance? 

A: It's going to be difficult to get him another chance this season because 
of the cap situation and because Alexei Toropchenko and Mackenzie 
MacEachern, to a lesser extent, have secured spots. Joshua could 
project as a fourth-line center next season, especially if the Blues are 
looking for low-cost forwards and probably won't have Tyler Bozak back 
and definitely won't have Oskar Sundqvist back and continue to think 
Logan Brown isn't an option on the fourth line. When Joshua got sent 
down last time, Craig Berube said it was because he wasn't moving the 
needle in his play. Joshua has played a lot more than I thought he would 
when the team got him. 

Q: What is the status of James Neal? I think another veteran with a big 
body on either the third or fourth line would be infinitely better than 
watching Mackenzie MacEachern fall down every shift. Also, do you think 
Nathan Walker is here to stay through the playoff run? 

A: Neal has done well at Springfield, with 11 goals in 13 games, but has 
missed a few games with injuries. I've been surprised he hasn't been 
called up at least one of these times the Blues have needed a forward. 
He's probably not the best fit for the fourth line. 

Walker probably won't stay when the Blues get Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Robert Thomas back to health because they won't keep him around just 
to make him a healthy scratch. In fact, I think as an emergency call-up, 
because the team had fewer than 12 healthy forwards, I think they have 
to send him back when those two are back. 
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Blues vs. Flyers: Philly is floundering 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

Blues vs. Flyers 

When: 7 p.m. Thursday 

Where: Enterprise Center 

TV, radio: No TV, streaming on ESPN+; WXOS (101.1 FM) 

About the Flyers: They have the fewest road wins in the NHL (seven) this 
season and bring a 13-game road losing streak into St. Louis. Their last 
road win came way back on Dec. 29 — a 3-2 overtime victory in Seattle. 
Overall, the Flyers are 20-32-11 for 51 points, and destined to miss the 
playoffs for the second year in a row and the third time in the last four 
seasons. 

Captain Claude Giroux was sent to Florida at the trade deadline, so 
these are not happy times for Flyers fans. Cam Atkinson leads the team 
with 23 goals; James Van Riemsdyk has a team-high seven power-play 
goals. But overall, Philly has had trouble finding the net, ranking 31st in 
scoring (2.52 goals per game). 

The Blues beat the Flyers 4-1 on Feb. 22 in Jordan Binnington’s 
triumphant return to Philadelphia — his first start there since his first NHL 
start. The Blues got two empty-net goals in the final minute. 
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BenFred: Is this the season that turns Tyler O'Neill from Cardinals star to 
MLB star? 

 

Ben Frederickson 

9-11 minutes 

 

Here are highlights from sports columnist Ben Frederickson’s weekly 
chat with St. Louis sports fans. 

Q: Tyler O’Neill, over or under 40 home runs this season? 

A: Under, but if he stays off the injured list, I could be wrong. He is going 
to be extra motivated with this arbitration situation. He said he was 
surprised there was wasn’t more urgency on that front, and that he’s 
open for an extension. Who isn’t?! If he builds on last season, the 
Cardinals could wind up wishing they locked him up before he made the 
jump from Cardinals star to baseball star. But I have a hard time blaming 
the Cardinals for wanting to see one more season like last season, or 
something close, before going too far down that road. He’s an athletic 
player with crazy power, great speed and very strong defense. But he 
has to prove he can stay on the field and in the lineup. Last season was 
a big step in the right direction. I want to see another. 

Q: Are the Cardinals going to see their pitching depth exposed again 
after these spring injuries? If it is, how quickly will they react? 

People are also reading… 

A: That's the fear, and it's rooted in the reality of last season. 

I can understand the Cardinals wanting to give their depth a test. 

I understood that last season. 

But if it doesn't work, you can't then shrug and say there's no move to 
make. You have to fix the mistake. 

One thing to mention that is different from last season is the emphasis on 
strike-throwers. The guys who jacked up the walk rate last season during 
the team's spiral are mostly gone. Not by coincidence. I think only one of 
the top seven starting pitchers in terms of walk rate from last season are 
back this season, and that's Johan Oviedo, who is at least for now on the 
outside looking in on the rotation competition. 

Strikes paired with this defense will work, as long as the ball doesn't 
leave the park. 

Walks won't be tolerated very long. 

I think that approach has changed, even if the relying-on-depth approach 
has not.  

Q: If the Cardinals are not serious about making a legitimate run at 
making the playoffs, why not sign Albert Pujols for one season for 
excitement? 

A: You don't think the Cardinals are going to make the playoffs? Take a 
look at the state of the NL Central. There's a good debate to be had 
about if they're built (as of now) to get deep into the postseason, where 
they haven't been in too long, but they're a playoff team, especially in this 
watered-down Central combined with the expanded postseason. Pujols 
would move fire up some fans and sell tickets and merchandise, but I 
don't think the Cardinals see the idea making much baseball sense. 
Right-handed Juan Yepez is pushing for the team lead in Grapefruit 
League at-bats so far. The Cardinals are convinced he's ready to be a 
part of the DH solution from the right side. We'll see. If Pujols was left-
handed, it would have made more sense. He could have been the Corey 
Dickerson addition, if that was the case. Alas, he's not. As for the 
Yadi/Waino/Pujols reunion narrative, I think I have a differing opinion on 
that than some. One of those guys left. The other two stayed. Should the 
one who left get to rejoin in time for the going away party? 

Q: Is there any sense Adam Wainwright and/or Yadier Molina could play 
in 2023? 

A: I'm operating under the assumption that this is the final ride for Yadier 
Molina and Adam Wainwright until one of them says differently, but it's 
safe to assume Wainwright could have more to think about than Molina, 
who reiterated again here this week that this indeed will be his last spring 
training. Wainwright has left things more vague. He does not like the Tom 
Brady (and others) way of "retiring" only to return. He wants to be sure. 
That means he's not totally sure at this time. 

Q: What do you think about the Blues trade for Nick Leddy? 

A: It's not an Army jaw-dropper that some hoped for, but it could help. A 
respectable defenseman with a left lean was a must if this team is 
serious about giving this postseason a go. Prices were high for rentals. 
Army tried to thread the needle, balancing the now and later, which 
makes sense considering the encouraging signs that we have observed 
from the young players on this team — the window is not going to slam 
shut soon — and also the fluid place the Blues are in the standings. 
They're a playoff team, but they're not exactly playing like a 
championship-caliber team as of late, and the difference is not going to 
be determined by a depth defenseman. So, don't sell the future to get a 
guy who won't solve the team's bigger issues alone. Get a guy who can 
help, if the team figures stuff out. Everyone raves about his ability to 
move the puck and how that can help. I like his postseason experience. 
He's been deep into the playoffs. That's valuable. 

Q: What are your first impressions of the Dennis Gates hire at Mizzou? 

A: The basketball community likes the fit and upside more than the fan 
response, is my first impression. 

If he doesn't get fan support through attendance, ticket sales and NIL 
action, it's going to be a tougher road than it has to be. 

I couldn't help but chuckle when Mizzou paid $6 million to fire Cuonzo 
Martin to hire a former coach at Cal who idolizes Florida State coach 
Leonard Hamilton and prides himself in prioritizing toughness over talent, 
not to mention one whose biggest attribute so far is that he stepped into 
a mess of a program and improved it quickly. 

Sound familiar? 

I wish Gates the best. He's no more of a wait-and-see hire than any of 
the other SEC schools have made for their hoops opening this round, 
except for Mike White jumping from Florida to Georgia. The class of 
Gates (MU), Golden (Florida), Jans (Mississippi State) and McMahon 
(LSU) and Paris (South Carolina) are going to be compared and 
contrasted for seasons to come. 

Gates could be good. He deserves a full and fair shot. Hope he gets one. 
One thing that would help him would be having the same athletics 
director who hired him stick around a while. The last two hoops coaches 
have been hired and fired by different ones. 

Q: The Blues’ move felt like one GM Doug Armstrong made under 
pressure to do something/anything more than the right thing. Is that how 
you see it? 

A: No. He signed a five-year extension less than a year ago. 

I don't think he made the move for anything other than he thought it made 
hockey sense. 

I think he made it because he thinks it can help this team now, and 
potentially turn into an extension if the fit works, or some much-needed 
cap space if he moves on. I know everybody loves Sundqvist, but the 
injuries raised some question about how he ages out long-term, and his 
contract was going to get harder to manage with the cap. Don't forget the 
cap. It makes it impossible to keep every fan favorite forever. 

Q: Could the Cardinals package catcher Andrew Knizner in a trade for 
pitching, if Ali Sanchez could be the backup? 
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A: Probably not a good idea considering current context. Molina reported 
to camp a week delayed, admitted he's not in catching shape yet and 
said he's going to need four or five days to have his timing synced up at 
the plate. Knizner is ready to start now and would be the No. 1 starter on 
multiple MLB teams if he was not playing behind a future Hall of Famer. 
He's going to play more this season than previous Molina seasons, I 
think. Perhaps quite a bit more. 

Q: Was Corey Dickerson a better pickup for the Cardinals than Colin 
Moran? 

A: He could be, yes. 

Moran has never hit more than 13 home runs. He's never slugged more 
than .429 in a full season. 

Dickerson has three 20-plus homer seasons and a career .488 slugging 
percentage. 

Dickerson has talked about how he thinks he can get his swing and 
approach back to how he was hitting in Tampa, when he was powering 
up. 

If he can do that, he has a ceiling that Moran can't match offensively. 

Q: How about Incarnate Word girls basketball coach Dan Rolfes for SLU 
women’s coach? Would that be crazy? 

A: Normally, I'd be against the notion of assuming a high school coach 
could make that jump without some serious risk involved. And there 
would be some risk, but Rolfes runs a high school program as much like 
a college program as you probably can, and he's got a track record of 
developing players who go play at powerhouses nationwide. So, yes, I 
would consider it. Strongly. 

Q: Are fans ready to write off Juan Yepez already because he’s not 
dominating spring training? 

A: I'm more concerned about being force-fed the idea that a hitter who 
was not asked to help the major league offense at any point last season, 
even in a pinch-hit role, despite great numbers in Memphis, is now 
suddenly supposed to be counted upon as a big factor in the DH lineup. 
That's a big leap, and it could be hard to land. The good news is he's 
going to have help. The Cardinals are going to throw a lot of looks at DH. 
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Johan Larsson, a deadline day acquisition for the Capitals, joins a 
‘confident group’ 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Johan Larsson’s arrival in Washington did not come with much flash or 
fanfare. The Capitals acquired the 29-year-old forward Monday in a quiet 
trade deadline move amid a sea of blockbuster deals in the Eastern 
Conference. 

But during a sprint to the postseason, Larsson could be the last piece of 
the puzzle for the Capitals. When healthy, he is projected to be a 
defense-focused winger on Washington’s third or fourth line. 

Larsson, acquired from the Arizona Coyotes, is coming off sports hernia 
surgery and will need about a week of practice time before he can suit 
up. He is on injured reserve, but on Wednesday he practiced with his 
new teammates. The 5-foot-11, 206-pound forward wore a noncontact 
jersey and mainly went through drills with forwards Nic Dowd and T.J. 
Oshie, who are also injured. 

Larsson is not expected to be available for Washington’s game Friday at 
Buffalo. While Coach Peter Laviolette said both Dowd and Oshie are 
progressing after their injuries, it is unclear whether either will play 
against the Sabres. 

Larsson’s timeline to return is still on schedule. He had surgery in early 
February and has not faced any setbacks in his recovery. Larsson said 
he has been skating for weeks and continues to see improvement. 

“He looks good out there,” Laviolette said. “He’s just got into some 
contact and get back into some routine. He hasn’t done much for a 
couple months, so it’s just kind of been slow. So hopefully he progresses 
to losing that [noncontact jersey] and getting into a bunch of good 
practices.” 

Larsson said he had a feeling he would be moved at the deadline after 
conversations with the Coyotes. Larsson made his NHL debut for 
Minnesota in 2013 before spending seven seasons with Buffalo. He 
signed with Arizona in 2020 and could experience his first taste of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs with the Capitals. 

Larsson, who has improved his offensive productivity in recent years, 
scored six goals and recorded nine assists in 29 games for the Coyotes 
this season. Larsson attributed those numbers to increased ice time and 
opportunities. He hopes that trend can continue in Washington. 

Larsson appears to be the best fill-in for Carl Hagelin on the fourth line. 
Hagelin had surgery in early March after taking a stick to the eye at 
practice. He is set to have another surgery before Washington can 
assess his future. Larsson and Hagelin have similar skill-sets, with 
Larsson’s two-way game a key asset — as well as his penalty kill 
prowess. Larsson also has routinely been given the task of defending the 
opponent’s top lines when he is on the ice. 

Larsson’s presence in the lineup will give Washington a more balanced 
forward group down the stretch. The Capitals have not been happy with 
their inconsistent third line, which typically consists of Lars Eller and two 
young wingers. With the additions of Larsson and Marcus Johansson, 
acquired from Seattle on Monday, Washington is hoping the increased 
experienced depth will bring more stability to all four lines. 

Johansson played on the top line with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov in Washington’s 5-2 loss to St. Louis on Tuesday. Laviolette 
called it a starting point as injuries take their toll on the team. Both 
Johansson and Larsson can play center or wing. 

Larsson also knows some Capitals players, including countryman Nicklas 
Backstrom. He played for Brynas, the same Swedish team Backstrom 
played for, so he has met him a few times. He also knows Conor Sheary, 
a teammate when they were in Buffalo. Both are helping Larsson adjust 
as he tries to get up to speed as quickly as possible. 

“It’s always different coming to a new team, but so far it’s been good, and 
I feel like this group has been together for a while so it is pretty easy to 
come in here,” Larsson said. “They are a confident group. They know 
they can do it, so it is fun to come here.” 
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Laviolette not surprised Wilson is having career year at 27 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

One of the Capitals’ few bright spots in their 5-2 loss to the St. Louis 
Blues on Tuesday night was forward Tom Wilson, who scored a goal and 
assisted on another to bring his season point total to 44. That tied his 
career-high with 17 games left on Washington’s schedule. 

Wilson, who made his first All-Star team this season, ranks third on the 
Capitals in goals (19) and fourth in assists (25) while giving head coach 
Peter Laviolette a consistent presence on a second line that’s seen a 
revolving door of forwards due to injuries this season. 
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“I think everybody saw the offensive upside,” Laviolette said Wednesday 
on 106.7 The Fan’s Sports Junkies. “He had good years before I got 
here, but now you see him [scoring] even more. I think, oftentimes when 
a player is younger — and he was in a different role — I think when he 
first came in it was more of a physicality, he had skill and it was more the 
physicality element that he brought to the team. He just keeps working on 
his game.” 

For each of the last five years, Wilson has tallied at least 30 points 
including back-to-back seasons with at least 40 between 2018-19 and 
2019-20. After being limited to a career-low 47 games in 2020-21, he’s 
put together a career year in his age-27 season while still providing a 
physical presence. Only Garnet Hathaway (200) has more hits than 
Wilson’s 186 for the Capitals. 

“You’d like to hope and think that a player that puts up a certain amount 
of points at age 24, 25, you hope that there’s more that there’s more at 
27 or 29 as they’re entering the prime of their career,” Laviolette said. “So 
I don’t think it surprises completely but certainly an important player for 
us with regard to the element of toughness that he does bring and 
the…ability to create offense and to score has made him a really 
complete player.” 
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Laviolette: Hockey is ‘secondary’ with Hagelin's 2nd eye surgery 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

The Capitals anticipate veteran left-winger Carl Hagelin to miss an 
extended amount of time with an eye injury he suffered in practice March 
1. GM Brian MacLellan announced Monday that Hagelin would be 
undergoing a second surgery on the eye with no timetable set for his 
return to the ice. 

Head coach Peter Laviolette spoke with 106.7 The Fan’s Sports Junkies 
on Wednesday morning about his concern for Hagelin and the forward’s 
long-term health. 

“With another surgery coming up, we’re hopeful that everything…with 
regard to his vision and his rest of his life and the game of life, that’s the 
most important thing,” Laviolette said. “Such a great person in our room 
and a great player, we certainly miss him. But that’s kind of secondary 
right now to what he’s dealing with and so hopefully things stay 
positive…but he still has more work to do with regard to the eye.” 

Hagelin, 33, appeared in 53 games for Washington this season before 
the injury, tallying three goals and 11 assists while providing solid 
defense on the other end. He’s been with the Capitals for the last four 
years, joining the team midway through the 2018-19 campaign. The 
Swedish native has since appeared in at least 50 games each of the last 
three seasons. 

Over the last three weeks, Hagelin’s spot on the fourth line has been 
handled by rookie Axel Jonsson Fjallby, who scored his first NHL goal 
March 15 against the New York Islanders. However, the Capitals’ trade 
deadline acquisition Johan Larsson could see some time there as well 
once he joins the team. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Inside the Evgenii Dadonov trade reversal and 
what we learned about no-trade lists 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Mar 23, 2022  

 

The trade should have never gone through to begin with. That much is 
now clear. 

The NHL corrected that mistake Wednesday in announcing the Evgenii 
Dadonov trade between the Golden Knights and Ducks was being 
reversed after reviewing the matter with all involved parties over the last 
few days. 

From the NHL statement Wednesday: 

“The National Hockey League announced today that it has invalidated 
Monday’s trade of Player Evgenii Dadonov from Vegas to Anaheim. The 
trade could not be concluded because Dadonov’s contract includes a 
limited no-trade clause, which has not been complied with.’’ 

There were other layers to this thing, but it wasn’t nearly as complicated 
for the NHL Players’ Association. From its standpoint, the fact there was 
proof that the 10-team, no-trade clause was still in effect and included the 
Ducks made for only one possible outcome: The trade had to be voided 
because the player wasn’t waiving his no-trade clause. 

But what the NHLPA didn’t appreciate was how Dadonov was left 
twisting in the wind for a couple of days. And I’m sure there might have 
been other players in his shoes who understandably would have relented 
and decided to accept the trade instead of deal with the awkwardness of 
it all. 

So kudos to Dadonov because he not only stood up for his rights but in 
many ways the rights of players across the NHL who negotiate no-trade 
clauses in good faith. 

Here’s what we believe went down from digging into the matter. 

According to sources, the Golden Knights’ assertion is that the Senators, 
on the trade call last July that originally sent Dadonov to Vegas, told the 
league and the Golden Knights that the player had not submitted his 
trade list for the 2021-22 season which made his list void for the season. 

That actually happens more often than people realize. 

But that was not the case here. There’s documentation proving that 
Dadonov’s representation did file the no-trade list of teams before the 
July 1 deadline. 

As for whether the Senators mistakenly informed the Golden Knights and 
the league that the no-trade list wasn’t submitted in time, the Senators 
said they had no comment. A league source also declined comment on 
that. 

What also is puzzling is how NHL Central Registry would have allowed 
the Vegas-Anaheim trade to happen in the first place without knowing of 
the player’s no-trade protection. There’s probably a reasonable 
explanation, those people at Central Registry are pretty on the ball, 
execs always tell me. But that was a weird one. 

This is where I went down a rabbit hole the last few days trying to 
understand the complexities and logistics around no-trade lists and the 
filing of them. What I found might blow your mind. 

I was pretty surprised to learn that neither the league nor the NHLPA 
officially keeps track of no-trade lists — that is a matter only between 
player agents and clubs. 

And I think one of the reasons for that is that players and agents don’t 
want the content of the no-trade lists ever to leak out publicly, that it 
remains a secret which teams players don’t want to get traded to. So that 
information has been kept in a very small circle. 

I get that, but in the aftermath of this brouhaha, I would think having a 
centralized database of the no-trade lists, and when they were submitted, 
would be a logical, positive step. 

In chatting with an NHL team executive Wednesday, he was telling me 
just how “loose” the system is when it comes to the submission and 
tracking of no-trade lists. There was a case a few years ago, this exec 
said, of a player agent emailing a no-trade list to a lower-level assistant in 
an NHL team front office who then deleted the email by mistake. So the 
team never got it. And another story of a GM getting an email from a 
player agent with a no-trade list but then the GM getting fired and the 
incoming front office never getting that list. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 24, 2022 

 

I mean, come on. 

So what is the league-wide fallout of this trade being rescinded? 

It just so happens there’s an NHL GMs meeting next Monday-Tuesday in 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Does this lead to a review of how no-trade lists are handled? 

Surely we can all agree that no-trade lists need to be filed not just to 
teams but also copied to NHL Central Registry and the NHLPA to protect 
from any kind of confusion. 

And what about standardizing the actual deadlines for submitting no-
trade lists? It’s always struck me as strange that some no-trade lists are 
due every year by July 1 whereas other no-trade lists are only required 
when the club asks for it. Player agents and clubs negotiate that 
language in the contract. 

Why not make it the same, either way, to create a little more consistency 
in the system?  Probably makes the most sense to make it a July 1 
deadline across the board. Again, the goal here is to eliminate as much 
confusion as possible. 

I get that some player agents prefer having the leverage of waiting until 
closer to the trade deadline when the club asks for the no-trade list 
because the NHL standings at the moment help flesh out a more updated 
and accurate strategy in terms of teams to avoid. 

But I still think a uniform, July 1 deadline for all no-trade lists makes 
sense from a clarity perspective. 

It will also be interesting to see what the fallout of this will be for the 
Golden Knights. 

There were people Wednesday immediately wondering if they would turn 
around and try to trade Dadonov to another team. Remember that while 
the trade deadline has come and passed, teams are still allowed to make 
player trades but it means that player can’t play for his new team the rest 
of the season. And from a sampling of text message queries to a few 
NHL front offices Wednesday, they would certainly listen to potential 
trade offers from Vegas but the price would be sky-high, like at least a 
first-round pick if not more. 

But it sounds like the Golden Knights are welcoming Dadonov back to 
the fold instead and he was expected to play Thursday night. 

THE VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS RECOGNIZE THE LEAGUE’S 
DECISION AND WELCOME EVGENII BACK TO OUR CLUB. 
#VEGASBORN 

— VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (@GOLDENKNIGHTS) MARCH 23, 
2022 

But they also need salary cap relief if either Alec Martinez or Mark Stone 
is ready to return before the end of the regular season. We’ll see how 
they handle that. They played Tuesday night with eight guys out. The 
number of injuries they have had this season has been ridiculous. I 
suppose they could probably put some of those injured players on LTIR 
at some point to create more cap space. 

So we don’t really know what’s next. Maybe the league will look at this as 
a one-off — it’s pretty rare for a trade to be reversed. 

But judging from just a handful of calls with team executives and player 
agents the last few days, the number of times some agents have either 
forgotten to file the no-trade list or clubs forgot to ask for them, it’s 
actually surprising we haven’t had more problems. 

There absolutely needs to be a centralized, cleaning-up of the no-trade 
list system. Pure and simple. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Giordano wins over Maple Leafs with quietly steady 
hometown debut 

 

Sonny Sachdeva 

 

TORONTO — There’s an old adage we’ve heard hundreds of times 
about blue-liners like Mark Giordano, the ones that make their names in 
the defensive side of the game. Their best performances, so it goes, are 
the ones you don’t notice. 

They’re the ones patched together quietly in the background while the 
high-flyers do what they do. A reel with no highlights at all, just a steady 
stream of steady plays. On a Wednesday night at Scotiabank Arena, with 
his parents in the building as he debuted for his boyhood club, Giordano 
showed the hometown crowd what that looked like. 

Coming over from the Seattle Kraken at the trade deadline, the 38-year-
old had little time to adjust to his new normal. With one practice under his 
belt, he stepped onto the ice Wednesday into a whirlwind back-and-forth 
between two speed-hungry squads in the Toronto Maple Leafs and New 
Jersey Devils. And while the game’s key moments all came elsewhere on 
the sheet — a pair of short-handed goals and some Matthews-to-Marner 
magic delivering the 3-2 win — Giordano gave his new club just the type 
of performance the Leafs had expected of him. 

“He’s really steady,” Mitch Marner said of his new teammate after the 
game. “He makes a lot of great plays, especially in the O-zone, looking 
for a lot of tips, a lot of plays around the net, just to try and get the puck 
there. Overall, just really steady. Just a calming presence back there.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Comb through the footage, and you’ll see No. 55 popping up with a 
timely play more often than not, moving pucks out of the Maple Leafs’ 
zone with ease, clogging up passing lanes with his stick, or stabbing at 
opposing players’ blades to knock pucks loose before the pass even 
comes. You’ll see him standing Devils up at the blue line, their intended 
sprints to the cage ending with the puck floating quietly to the corner, or 
launching his 200-pound frame at them along the boards, cutting 
attempts off there. 

There was one moment late in the second period that serves as one 
such dose of steadiness. The score was knotted up at 2-2, and with just 
under 18 seconds remaining in the frame, Giordano’s young blue-line 
partner, Timothy Liljegren, iced the puck. The faceoff came back into 
Toronto’s zone, Auston Matthews lining up across from Nico Hischier, the 
Devils hungry for a late goal with Marner having one-timed away their 
lead just minutes earlier. The puck fell, Hischier won it, and as he slid it 
back to his defender, Giordano swooped in between, collected the 
biscuit, and wired it off the boards to settle safely in the neutral zone. 

It wasn’t a game-saver, or a thrilling display — just a quiet bit of veteran 
savvy to get the puck to safety and move things along. 

“You talk about his comfort level, my comfort level was high,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said of his new defenceman’s debut. “When he was out 
there and the puck got on his stick, things seemed to settle down. You 
can just tell, he’s a veteran. He knows how to play. 

“Despite coming in, new teammates, new city, new system, all those 
kinds of things, he’s confident, moving pucks, defending, getting in 
people’s way. I really liked what I saw in his play tonight.” 

Oddly enough, the 38-year-old’s most noticeable moment was one that, 
officially, didn’t happen at all — early in the third, as the puck sailed into 
the Maple Leafs’ zone, Giordano knocked it out of mid-air as its intended 
Jersey target fell to the ice beside him, an arm flying up for a tripping call. 
But as he made his way to the box, the officials conferred and agreed he 
was innocent, presumably coming to the conclusion that it was far too 
unsteady a moment for the steady veteran. 

Stoic as his performance might’ve been, though, the 18,739 filling the 
Scotiabank Arena stands weren’t as reserved, ‘ooooh’s’ swelling from the 
crowd any time the former Calgary Flame got the puck on his stick in the 
offensive zone and loaded up for a shot. 
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A worthy reception for the hometown kid who went from an undrafted 
hopeful to a Norris Trophy winner. 

“I felt good all day,” Giordano said of his mindset coming into his debut, 
after it was all said and done. “I remember coming here when I was a 
young guy. I had some nerves today, but not really — I felt really excited. 
I love the way we play.” 

Can Giordano bring a calming veteran presence to the Maple Leafs? 

Granted his first up-close look at the Maple Leafs' high-octane skill after 
years of being on the other side of those bits of Matthews-Marner 
wizardry, the new guy was pleased with what he saw — and, naturally, it 
was their defensive details that caught his eye, rather than the highlight-
reel playmaking. 

“I was really impressed,” he said post-game. “You know, just little one-
on-one puck battles in the D zone, I think our forwards do a really good 
job of making sure [there’s] second efforts, getting those pucks, winning 
those little stick battles. That’s an important area of the game, and I 
found tonight, making a couple mistakes here and there, guys really help 
you out and recover for you. So, it was nice to see. It wasn’t a perfect 
game by any means, but I thought we did a pretty good job throughout.” 

As for the warm welcome he got from the crowd, particularly when he 
was announced as part of the starting lineup, prompting a bevy of cheers 
to rain down, Giordano turned his gratitude to Keefe. 

“It was cool — any time coach does something like that for you, it’s well 
appreciated. It was a nice reception, so I’m happy with that,” he said. 
“And obviously the win makes the night even sweeter.” 

QUICK HITS 

• The Maple Leafs’ penalty kill led the night, the unit netting two goals to 
make up for some otherwise suspect special-teams play. Said Keefe of 
why the PK has generated so much offence this season: “A lot of speed, 
tenacity — it’s a pressure kill. So we’re applying pressure, we’re putting 
people in bad spots. And our guys anticipate very well. … It’s the 
instincts of the players, the speed to close quickly, and then the skill level 
to make plays and finish plays. That was obviously huge today.” 

• Coming off a tumultuous stretch for himself and the Maple Leafs’ 
goaltending picture in general, Petr Mrazek got back in the win column 
Wednesday, earning praise from his coach for the performance: “I 
thought he looked really good," said Keefe. "I thought he looked calm 
and confident. [It’s a] tough game — you only get a few shots in that first 
period, not a lot of work, and the couple of shots he got were tough saves 
there. Then all of a sudden in the second period things turned, and there 
were a lot more really good looks for them that I thought he looked good. 
That was a great step for him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'An absolute rock': Little-used Halak comes up big for 
Canucks 

NHL Highlights: Canucks 3, Avalanche 1 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

The Vancouver Canucks never had a problem with Jaroslav Halak. It is 
the bonus in his contract they couldn’t stand. 

They tried for weeks to generate a trade market, ready to dump the 
goaltender in order to dump the $1.25-million bonus for Halak that will 
count against the Canucks’ salary cap next season -- after his one-year 
contract has expired and he’s playing elsewhere. 

But the appeal of Halak, awful in his only two starts in the seven weeks 
that preceded the National Hockey League’s trading deadline on 
Monday, was never enough to make up for dislike of his bonus. 

And so, still with the Canucks, Halak on Wednesday played the first 
game of the end of his time in Vancouver and was brilliant during a 3-1 
road win against the Colorado Avalanche. 

The 36-year-old’s satisfaction with his performance, and the utter joy of 
teammates for him, was evident in the receiving line of hugs Halak 
received at the end of a win that was even more improbable than 
management’s failed trade mission. 

Was it worth $1.25-million-US? Not yet. 

Maybe a sad ending to the Canucks season can still be averted. 
Because if a team that looked as exhausted and unfocused as 
Vancouver did on a disappointing seven-game homestand that ended 
Sunday can go into Denver and justly beat the best team in NHL, holding 
Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar and the Avalanche without an even-
strength goal, a playoff spot must still be at least possible. 

Starting goalie Thatcher Demko, who had appeared in 19 straight games, 
will be back in the crease Thursday in Minnesota as the Canucks 
continue to try to beat odds and formidable opponents. 

“Now that trade deadline is over, I don't have to focus on anything else,” 
Halak told reporters after his first win since Jan. 31. “I'm here, and I just 
want to help the team because we are in a playoff push and we need to 
be playing playoff hockey from now on if we want to make it. 

“I didn't know what was going to happen, honestly. Am I going to be 
moved or am I going to remain a Canuck. Now that it's done, I can focus 
on hockey and being here and try to do my best whenever I get a 
chance.” 

Under the dire circumstances, it was probably Halak’s best game this 
season. 

“It's been (crappy), you know,” teammate J.T. Miller said of what Halak 
has endured the last couple of months. “We feel so good that he could 
play the way he did today. I mean, he was an absolute rock. He was on. 
You could just tell this morning. He had that aura about him that he was 
going to be a difference-maker today. And he played awesome. 

“We're all very happy for him and he deserves it. It's been a long year. It 
feels like every time he goes in, we play like crap. So it's nice to put a 
decent performance in front of him and then when stuff happened, he 
was there to shut the door. So it was awesome.” 

The last of Halak’s 32 saves came in traffic against Mikko Rantanen with 
30 seconds remaining and the Avalanche attacking six-against-five. It 
allowed Bo Horvat to power his way to an empty-net goal that clinched it. 

Brock Boeser broke a scoreless tie with a top-corner wrist shot 1:23 into 
the final period after Elias Pettersson forced a turnover, and Miller, who 
won a head-to-head matchup against MacKinnon at even strength, 
outbattled the Colorado superstar to sweep in the rebound from Tanner 
Pearson’s shot on a two-on-one at 3:15. 

Colorado, which leads the NHL in points, is second in scoring and was 
25-3-3 in Denver before Wednesday, generated its only goal on the 
power play at 6:15 of the final period when Nazem Kadri flipped a 
rebound over Halak. 

MacKinnon took the initial shot, one of four he had on a night when the 
centre’s ice time of 25:36 was more than any Canuck defenceman. 

“I was told I was going to match up against one of the best lines in 
hockey,” Miller said. “Like, that's why I play. I want to be on against those 
guys. Being out there against them, I know it brings the best out of me. 
Not all the time are you going to hold that team to one goal. We just tried 
to rise to the occasion today. We needed a win. We're still not out of it.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau said after the morning skate that the only people 
who believe the Canucks are finished in the playoff race are outside of 
the team. 
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After the game, he said it was the Canucks’ best performance since he 
became coach on Dec. 5. The team is 23-11-6 under Boudreau and is 
three points out of a playoff spot, although most of the teams it is chasing 
in the Western Conference have played fewer games. 

“We used the word committed before the game,” Boudreau said. “And 
every one of them was committed.” 

“It seems like the harder our challenge, we play better sometimes,” Miller 
said. “That was the ballsiest effort we've had this season. 

“We had everybody buy in today. When we do that, we win almost every 
single time. This is going to be an awesome road trip for us; I don't think 
we're done yet.” 

After facing the Wild, the second half of the Canucks’ trip has stops in 
Dallas and St. Louis. Then Vancouver plays at home against the Blues, 
before home-and-away games against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The survival of the Canucks’ season hinges on these seven games. 

“Nothing's changed since Bruce came in,” Miller said. “We know we 
needed to win, you know, 70 per cent of our games or more the rest of 
the season to get in the playoffs. Nothing's changed. 

“Right when you start to think you're out of it, you're going to put yourself 
out of it. But there's none of that in our room. We believe in there. It's 
going to be hard, but it seems the harder it gets, the better we play and 
we kind of enjoy that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Evgenii Dadonov and trade deadline fallout 

Trying to make sense of the Dadonov trade debacle 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Could Claude Giroux go to the Senators next? 

• Why Phil Kessel didn't get traded 

• One European free agent to keep an eye on 

There is no distinct database for no-trade or no-move clauses.  

Those are private, filed by the agent directly to a player’s NHL team. The 
league and the NHLPA are aware what contracts have protection, but 
there is no mandate specific details be known to them.  

That’s got to change. 

Some agents and players aren’t crazy about the idea. They think the 
more people that know, the greater the chance information leaks. Not 
every American-based NHLer (particularly those born in Canada) wants 
fans and media to know all seven Canadian teams are on their no-trade 
list.  

But, the Evgenii Dadonov snafu demands change. 

On a trade call, NHL Central Registry, which must approve all 
transactions, will ask if there is anything preventing a trade from 
happening. This is the specific point where teams are required to 
disclose all information about clauses. This is even more critical now that 
updated CBA rules dictate clauses travel with any player to a new team. 

Here’s the best information I can provide on Dadonov, according to 
multiple sources: 

Dadonov’s three-year contract with Ottawa indicates a no-trade list had 
to submitted by Jan. 15, 2021 for Season One; July 1, 2021 for Season 
Two; and July 1, 2022 for Season Three. For the first year, Anaheim was 
on his no-trade, Vegas was not. For the second year, same thing. 

The idea this season’s filing was late is incorrect. There is documentation 
of a filing on June 30, and communication indicating acknowledgment of 
that filing.  

The biggest question I have about this situation — and it’s shared by 
many others — is how did Central Registry come to believe Dadonov’s 
protection had expired? Whatever anyone may think about the teams 
involved here, there’s no way Dadonov goes to Anaheim without Central 
Registry believing it was legal.  

There is zero chance this trade occurs if a piece of paper (or an email) 
exists with “no-trade to Anaheim” — unless Dadonov provides written 
permission allowing it. 

Sean MacLeod is Central Registry’s Vice President and Managing 
Director. He’s media-phobic, and very highly respected. Several 
executives jokingly referred to him as “beyond anal-retentive,” but that’s a 
compliment. He’s respected and thorough. He and his staff are the ones 
who ask all the questions, making sure all transactions are legal.  

On Monday, for example, the complex Carolina/Columbus/Florida Max 
Domi deal had to be re-worked, because the teams were told it would not 
be accepted the way it was originally structured.  

Dadonov was traded from Ottawa to Vegas on July 28, four weeks after 
submitting his list. One of two things appears to have happened on that 
call. Either everyone was told Dadonov hadn’t submitted the list, or, for 
some reason, the 2020-21 list was entered into evidence — leading to 
the assumption Dadonov had not filed on time, thereby voiding any 
protection. 

It’s possible there are other explanations, but I haven’t heard anything at 
this time. 

Whatever happened, both Vegas and the NHL thought they had the 
power to trade Dadonov without approval — until documentation was 
provided.   

There are at least two, possibly three situations in recent memory where 
players were traded because their lists weren’t filed on time. Then there’s 
this, where a player filed on time and was still traded.  

No more. Time for one body to take control of it all. 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. As it stands, Dadonov is expected to play for the Golden Knights 
Thursday night at home against Nashville. As I finish this blog — 5pm ET 
Wednesday — there is nothing being considered to allow Dadonov to 
play if he is traded. CapFriendly had this correct: NHL bylaws forbid 
anyone traded after the deadline from playing for their new team the rest 
of that season, including playoffs. One thing we’ve all forgotten in this: 
Dadonov’s a talented player. He had three goals in his last two games, 
and Vegas needs scoring.  

2. Not sure Vegas will be as interested in Bryan Little’s contract (or Shea 
Weber’s) as it was in Ryan Kesler’s. Kesler is in the final year of his 
contract, and, if you can, you want to avoid being in LTIR for a long time. 
Little has two more years and Weber four. But, if the Knights want to 
bribe someone to acquire Dadonov to activate, say, Alec Martinez, there 
will be interest. Arizona will make itself available, assuming the Coyotes 
are not blocked from trading for him. 

3. Another possibility is Seattle. The Kraken have a ton of cap room, and 
will be searching for offence. 

4. What’s unknown at this time is what communication the Golden 
Knights had with Dadonov’s agent, Rick Komarow, prior to the trade. It is 
a reminder that while some teams might have better relationships with 
agents than others, you still need to work with them.  

5. Immediate deadline reaction: the Eastern teams see their playoffs 
more wide open than the West. Everyone in the East race added 
something; the West’s impact moves were limited to Calgary, Colorado, 
Minnesota and St. Louis. Was fantastic to see Carolina and Tampa Bay 
at each other’s throats Tuesday night. This year’s first-round is going to 
be bonkers, and I can’t wait for it. 

6. Something to keep an eye on: Colin White and Montreal. Canadiens 
GM Kent Hughes represented White, negotiating his current contract with 
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the Senators. There were conversations, and, for a time, a few sources 
expected it to happen. We will see if it gets revisited.  

7. No guarantee it happens, but I do believe Claude Giroux is doing his 
research on Ottawa.   

8. When Giroux didn’t travel with the Flyers after his emotional farewell 
on Thursday, he told his teammates he would be heading to Florida. Joe 
Sakic confirmed Colorado’s interest; both Boston and the Rangers tried, 
too. But Giroux — and the Flyers — signed a contract that gave him the 
right to determine his destination. The conversations between Florida 
and Philadelphia weren't easy. Knowing they had the leverage, the 
Panthers grinded hard, which is why it took longer than anyone wanted 
or expected. The Flyers were frustrated, but ultimately decided to do 
what was right by Giroux.  

Where Giroux sees himself fitting in with the already high-powered 
Panthers 

9. Lou Lamoriello said he kept promises to Zdeno Chara and Andy 
Greene that they would stay the season with the Islanders. There was a 
lot of interest in Chara, in particular. 

10. Question that was asked most prior to Chicago’s trading Brandon 
Hagel to Tampa Bay: “Why is he available?” Teams were doing due 
diligence to make sure they weren’t missing something.  

11. The hardest thing about putting together the Marc-Andre Fleury trade 
was not getting the goalie’s approval, but brokering the draft pick 
conditions. Minnesota is happy with not guaranteeing a first-rounder, 
Chicago with the possibility of getting one. That bridge wasn’t easy to 
build.  

12. I do think Calgary took a looooooooooong look at Hampus Lindholm, 
but couldn’t do what Boston did. Sean Monahan would have had to be 
part of it, as the Flames needed to move money to make it work. 

13. Edmonton liked Arturri Lehkonen, but couldn’t pay the same price as 
Colorado. 

14. Montreal’s return for Ben Chiarot drove up the cost for Jakob 
Chychrun.  

15. Would love to get a hold of Chris Drury’s phone log the last few 
weeks. The Rangers tried some big swings. They were also close on 
Calle Jarnkrok, only to be edged out by Calgary. 

16. Seattle resisted all inquiries — and there were a lot of them — on 
Carson Soucy. 

17. Think there were a few teams who saw Brett Kulak and Jeremy 
Lauzon go for second-round picks, and regretted not getting on Robert 
Hagg. He went to Florida for a sixth.  

18. Brian Burke told Jeff Marek on the latter’s radio show that the initial 
ask for Rickard Rakell was a first-rounder and a top prospect. The 
eventual price was Zach Aston-Reese, Dominik Simon, Calle Clang and 
a second-rounder this summer. 

19. There was definitely interest in Phil Kessel, but retaining on Johan 
Larsson meant the Coyotes reached their limit of three salary retentions 
(Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Darcy Kuemper). Was very difficult for teams to 
take his full cap hit. 

20. Harri Sateri had “four or five" waiver claims. There was a good chunk 
of interest, besides Toronto. Some American-based teams decided not to 
sign him, because they were worried visa issues would take longer in the 
United States than Canada.  

21. Another former NHL goalie who may be looking to come back from 
overseas is Oscar Dansk. Dansk played six games for Vegas after being 
drafted by Columbus. He was most recently in the KHL with Moscow 
Spartak.  

22. By my count, Arizona, Montreal and Seattle have 20 of the 2022 
draft’s first 76 picks. 

23. New Jersey put Christian Jaros on unconditional waivers on 
Wednesday. He was on regular waivers Sunday, but not claimed. He 
can’t play in the NHL the rest of the year, but wants to get a jump on an 
NHL opportunity for next season after only 11 games this year.  

24. European free agent WATCH: Fredrik Olofsson from Oskarshamn in 
Sweden. Fifteen goals and 41 points in 48 games this year. Drafted 98th 
in 2014 by Chicago. Brother Gustav plays at AHL Charlotte. 

25. Thank you to Twitter user Nick Fabbricino, who pointed out that since 
Kyle Dubas is from Sault Ste. Marie, and Kyle Davidson went to 
university in Sudbury (Laurentian) — they are destined to dislike each 
other. 

26. Cam Talbot’s first start after the Wild acquired Marc-Andre Fleury: 
shutout. James Reimer’s first start after San Jose got Kaapo Kahkonen: 
28-save win in Calgary, with some incredible ones late. That’s what real 
competitors do. 

27. The Justin Bieber reversible Maple Leafs’ jersey is outstanding. Guy 
has 355 million followers on Instagram, Tiktok and Twitter. Team benefits 
from his friendship with Auston Matthews. Every NHL club should find 
one superfan to do this. Now, wear the yellow ones, cowards! 

28. Eve Gascon made her QMJHL debut for Gatineau last weekend, in a 
5-4 overtime loss to Rimouski. I assumed that made her ineligible for 
NCAA play, because any male who appears in so much as a minute of a 
preseason CHL game loses NCAA eligibility. But, as Jeff Marek 
discovered, there is a loophole for female players in Canadian junior 
games. Gascon can still join Minnesota-Duluth. 

29. Last weekend, the CCHA had a wild championship finish where 
replay determined the winning goal entered the net illegally 40 minutes 
after it was scored. Minnesota State had already celebrated its 
championship, only to be told that the game would resume. It’s beyond 
insane, but the quote I saw from Commissioner Don Lucia was 
something like, “I don’t want to end someone’s career like this.” I 
completely agree with that statement. It may have been unconventional, 
and we’ll never be perfect, but if I was in charge, I would try to govern 
with that thinking in mind. As Rasheed Wallace (kind of) said, “puck don’t 
lie.” Minnesota State later clinched a proper victory.  

30. The Dadonov situation must bring back night sweats for Kelly Kisio, a 
pro scout for the Golden Knights. In 1992, he was to be traded from San 
Jose to Chicago, but a fax machine did not connect and the move 
eventually was blocked. (Hat tip: Drew Remenda.) Kisio had a good NHL 
career, 658 points in 761 games.  

31. Somewhere, Ryan Kesler is furious he just lost about $150,000 in 
taxes.  

32. Very, very sad to hear of Fred Walker’s passing last Friday. Fred was 
as nice a person as you’d meet in this business. Always took an interest 
in aspiring broadcasters. When I was at The Score, we covered a 
Toronto Argonauts media conference live. He was allowed to bring 
several students to the event, and he peppered reporters with questions 
about everything you could think of so they would understand as much 
as they could. He really liked helping the next generation(s). When he 
retired from CBC, Hockey Night in Canada broadcast a shot of him 
walking in the pressbox, making sure everyone knew he was leaving. 
The next time I saw him, we were talking about that (I wasn’t yet at 
HNIC). He laughed and said, “I got more notoriety for that one moment 
than anything I did during my time there.” A really good person, which is 
what matters most. RIP. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens Notebook: Justin Barron eager to make strong 
impression on new team 

 

Eric Engels 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — Justin Barron isn’t a player in need of a clean 
slate, but that’s what he’s getting with the Montreal Canadiens. 

It’s a fresh start for the big right-handed defenceman, and it’s coming 
without prejudice. 
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He was drafted 25th overall by the Colorado Avalanche in 2020 and has 
since authored an impressive rookie debut in the American Hockey 
League, scoring five goals and 20 points in 43 games and showing the 
type of versatility that piqued the Canadiens’ interest. And it’s not as if the 
Avalanche watched him play his only two games with them this season 
and said, “Let’s get him out the door.” 

They wanted Montreal’s Artturi Lehkonen, and paid a heavy price – 
Barron, who’s a highly touted prospect, and a 2024 second-round pick – 
to acquire him. He wasn’t on the block, despite his name circulating in 
rumours due to the Avalanche being Stanley Cup contenders and in a 
position to shed prospects or draft picks for established players. 

After Colorado GM Joe Sakic pulled the trigger, the buzz on Barron’s 
game went around. 

“He’s a really good skater,” said one scout I spoke with. 

“He’s good defensively and has some offensive upside,” said another. 
“Could become a solid No. 4.” 

“I think some guys with Colorado were OK with letting him go,” said a last 
one I touched base with. 

I wanted to know why. 

“I’m not sure, but I don’t think they were unanimous about him,” the scout 
responded. 

I can’t tell you much more about Barron than I would about Ty Smilinac 
or Emil Heineman, who came over to the Canadiens in trades that sent 
Ben Chiarot and Tyler Toffoli out of town. I don’t pretend to know 
everything there is to know on players I haven’t seen live. I don’t form 
strong opinions based on small samples at the World Junior 
Championships and YouTube clips. 

It’s good that Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis has a similar 
perspective. 

“I definitely watched video,” he said after coaching Barron through his 
first Canadiens practice on Wednesday. “I watched a little bit, so I knew 
he was a righty (laughs). I knew he played defence. And I already have 
an impression of the kind of game he plays.” 

But the coach is going to let the player do his talking with his play, and 
form a real opinion from there. He even said that in running drills at 
practice, he didn’t watch enough to form any kind of real idea of what 
Barron can do. 

That’s something the player, who’s only 20 years old, will unquestionably 
appreciate –especially after checking out what people have had to say 
about him in the 36 hours since his life was dramatically altered with this 
trade. 

I asked him to comment on one thing said about him that he believed to 
be accurate and one thing he felt to be inaccurate. 

“I think for accuracy, I’m a good kid, a nice person, a good teammate that 
comes to the rink every day with a smile on his face and competes and 
looks to get better,” Barron responded. “And as for the other, people 
have said my game can be inconsistent at times, but I guess it’s 
something I’m trying to improve on and I think my game is pretty well-
balanced.” 

He’ll get a chance to prove it soon enough. 

Perhaps as early as Thursday, when the Canadiens take on the Florida 
Panthers at the Bell Centre. 

William Lagesson, who came over in the trade that sent Brett Kulak to 
the Edmonton Oilers on Monday, will also get that chance. In his case, 
he’ll have to show that he can play a steadier and more consistent 
defensive game while providing a bit more offence, and he’s excited to 
have an opportunity to do that. 

“I think it’ll be a good fit,” he said. “I’m excited to be here and show what I 
can do. 

“I would say I play tough down low, win my battles, keep the game fairly 
simple, move the puck quick and (have a) strong defensive game.” 

If Lagesson can display that with the Canadiens, it will help him do what 
he wasn’t able to do in 57 games with the Oilers since being drafted 91st 
overall in 2014 – secure a regular spot in the NHL. As a pending 
restricted free agent due a $725,000 qualifying offer this summer, he’s 
hoping to get into as many games as possible. 

Canadiens transparency not an empty promise 

For 24 minutes on Tuesday, Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes did a live Q&A 
moderated by Chantal Machabee. They took questions from Canadiens 
fans on the spot but weren’t particularly revealing of much more than 
their personalities in their responses. 

But perusing social media right after they did it, the comments were 
overwhelmingly positive. 

A good friend of mine, who’s been a diehard Canadiens fan for over 30 
years, quickly reached out with the following text, and I thought it 
perfectly echoed what we’ve been hearing from the majority of the fan 
base since Machabee was appointed vice president of communications. 

“I have never felt more connected to the team,” he said, “and that’s with 
them in last place in the NHL. 

“I just feel like there’s been a veil lifted here, that the communication has 
been clear and open, that the plan has been communicated. It’s 
reassuring. It just feels like the organization is reaching a new level of 
humanity and connection.” 

I’ve been covering the Canadiens for 15 seasons, and, despite the short 
sample size, I sense that too. 

I also see it in the way the team is being covered. 

When was the last time you turned on the radio, or the television, or 
opened up what someone on the beat has written and noted even a hint 
of negativity? 

Granted, the storyline since St. Louis landed as head coach nine days 
into February has been positive. 

But, as my friend pointed out, the team hasn’t really budged in the 
standings. The Canadiens may have the 16th-best record in the NHL (9-
6-3) since then, but they’ve still lost as many games as they’ve won, and 
nobody’s said boo about it. 

The positivity – and openness – from the players has been unanimous, 
as well, which is a big part of why it feels like a dark cloud has been 
lifted. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

And what’s been coming out of the coach, even after tough losses, has 
set the tone. 

After taking a 2-1 lead in the third period Monday against the Boston 
Bruins and then losing 3-2 in overtime, St. Louis came into the press 
conference room generally upbeat. 

I asked him if that was by design or authentic. 

“It’s a little bit of circumstances, I think,” St. Louis said. “I lost my first 
three games, we were trying to change a few things. And even if we lost 
those games, I felt like we were in those games. And since we lost those 
three, I think we went on a nice run. We didn’t win all of them, but 90 per 
cent of them were games that were real close. 

“I feel confident. I expect to win every game. I feel like we have a style of 
play, guys are bought in. And I know you say I’m positive, but to me it’s a 
little bit of circumstances too coming in, new coach, and (with) the 
situation we’re in it’s about building relationships right now and gaining 
trust and convincing them how we’re going to do things. And I think the 
guys have bought in. And you can see it in the product on the ice. 

“Am I disappointed we lost tonight? Yes. But with the circumstances of 
today (the trade deadline) and what we’ve gone through, I thought it was 
a really, really good effort by our team.” 
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All of that makes sense. 

But it also stands to reason the way key people in the organization are 
talking and acting is a function of how communications are being 
handled. To me, it’s all connected. 

Hard times will come. The coach and his players will make mistakes, and 
they’ll be criticized for them. And the people who were skeptical anything 
would change when Machabee was hired will be waiting in the shadows 
to say, “See, I told you so,” when the pressure mounts and collars 
tighten. 

But I don’t think this is just a honeymoon phase. I think the Canadiens 
have a good pulse on how they’re being covered and how their fans are 
reacting to their transparency, and I see them carrying that forward and 
opening up even more. 

We’re already getting extensive daily updates on injuries and illnesses, 
with Machabee alleviating the coach from 40 per cent of the questions 
previously being fielded in press conferences. And, on Monday, special 
advisor to hockey operations Vincent Lecavalier was made available 
after Hughes’ post-deadline press conference because “it’s his first time 
here in person and we wanted to give you the opportunity to talk to him,” 
Machabee said. 

Nobody made a request for Lecavalier, but there he was, answering 
questions for 20 minutes despite the Canadiens’ running against the 
clock to get from Brossard to the downtown Bell Centre for the game 
against the Bruins. 

It wasn’t long ago that assistant coaches Alex Burrows and Luke 
Richardson were requested, and there was no hesitation to make them 
available. 

There have seemingly been more interviews granted with upper-
management – Gorton, Hughes, St. Louis and even Groupe CH 
executive vice president and commercial chief officer France Margaret 
Belanger – than ever before. If you can believe it, some requests have 
been denied, but not without cause and proper communication. These 
are big changes, and there’s more coming. 

I don’t see a downside to any of this. And I can’t imagine the Canadiens 
do, either. 

Quick hits 

• Carey Price was home sick on Wednesday with a non-COVID illness. 

• Brendan Gallagher has recovered from his non-COVID illness, but is 
still ailing from a lower-body injury. He didn’t practise Wednesday and is 
doubtful to play Thursday. 

• Nick Suzuki and Jonathan Drouin took maintenance days on 
Wednesday and St. Louis wasn’t able to say whether or not either one 
(or both) will be missing in action against the Panthers. 

• Barron is wearing No. 52 because the number was assigned to him. 
He’d have chosen No. 20 if Chris Wideman weren’t wearing it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL trade deadline winners and losers: Wild go all-in on 
Marc-Andre Fleury 

Players Lounge: Which team impressed the most at the NHL trade 
deadline? 

Caroline Cameron, Jamal Mayers, Anthony Stewart, and Colby 
Armstrong are in the Players Lounge to break down which teams they 
think improved the most at the NHL trade deadline 

 

Rory Boylen March 22, 2022, 8:55 AM 

 

With the NHL trade deadline in the rear-view mirror, we have full view of 
what each team has to work with in their playoff pushes, or for running 
out the clock to the draft and off-season. 

It was an arms race in the Atlantic Division, a somewhat quieter 
landscape out west and, in a few places that expect long post-season 
runs, some concerning trends went unaddressed and will be watched 
closely the rest of the way. 

It's our winners and losers of the deadline season... 

WINNERS 

Fans of the four Atlantic Division playoff teams 

As much as deadline trades will be put under the microscope for the 
long-term effects of them, or how a GM fared relative to "market value" 
the whole excitement of this day is the theatre of it all. You want for your 
team to be involved, to make a headline, to acquire a player you're going 
to be excited to see in your colours. Making an impact matters; worry 
about the cap fallout later. 

So if you're rooting for Florida, Tampa Bay, Boston or *Toronto, you're 
probably generally happy with how your team did around the deadline. 
It's being called an arms race because they all improved without a doubt 
and were actually four of the five most impactful teams this trade season. 

*More on the Maple Leafs in the losers section 

Did Florida pay too much for Ben Chiarot? Maybe. But who cares? Aaron 
Ekblad is out now for the rest of the regular season at least and now they 
need Chiarot more than before. He plays a very specific style the 
Panthers wanted and they got the player. And Claude Giroux being 
added to the league's most feared offence? Management is truly all-in on 
this team and that's exciting given the Panthers haven't won a playoff 
round since 1996. 

Boston got the best defensive rental on the market in Hampus Lindholm, 
and then extended him. The Lightning rebuilt their third line lost last 
summer with Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel. Toronto landed Mark 
Giordano, who secures a healthy top four on the blue line, which was a 
big need. And Colin Blackwell is another nice defensive forward addition. 

These teams are going to have a heck of a time getting out of Round 1 
against each other if that's how it lines up, and they're all capable of 
coming out of the East. The haymakers they tossed at the trade market 
gave this deadline a heartbeat. 

Who has the edge in Atlantic Division coming out of trade deadline? 

Colorado Avalanche 

Once again Joe Sakic was linked to the biggest names available at the 
deadline and, once again, he mostly stayed out of it. But we shouldn't 
take the Avalanche as losers. 

For one, outside of Minnesota, the Western Conference wasn't nearly as 
active as the East. There weren't critical moves Colorado needed to 
answer. The Flames made some earlier deals, most notably Tyler Toffoli, 
and the Avs already match up well to them. 

Colorado may not have added a marquee name, but the Avs did fill 
holes. The Avalanche have the 18th-ranked penalty kill and Artturi 
Lehkonen will help them there. He can play on either wing, allowing the 
Avs lineup flexibility. Playoff experience, too -- he had a good run with the 
Habs to last year's final. The price of acquisition was steep -- Justin 
Barron is a good prospect -- but Colorado is organizationally strong at 
defence. It's a no-worse trade than Chiarot. And Andrew Cogliano 
likewise gives them flexibility, experience, and he can still play with the 
pace required to really mesh with this roster. 

On the blue line, Josh Manson comes in from the Ducks to help fill the 
loss of Sam Girard to injury but he also adds a physical element to a 
defence corp built around the high-scoring Cale Makar. 

Sakic did make an investment to take a swing on Lehkonen and did 
upgrade some more subtle, yet necessary parts of the roster. It's not fair 
to say he had a quiet deadline... it was very Sakic. 

Minnesota Wild 
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Have to give a big win to the Wild for getting the goalie they were after 
without straight-up relinquishing their first-rounder -- it's a conditional 
second that turns into a first if the Wild get to the conference final and 
Fleury contributes at least four wins in the first two rounds. At that point, it 
would still be worth it. 

The Wild's goalie concerns were no secret and with vicious cap penalties 
kicking in next season GM Bill Guerin decided not to tread softly with his 
still-young team, but to run through the wall and add something that tries 
to get Minnesota on track. 

There is reason to believe this team can be really good, despite where 
the Wild are in the standings right now. Strong defence, dangerous 
scorers and, earlier at least, stable goaltending with Cam Talbot. But as 
Talbot soured so too did the Wild's outlook. Now Fleury can save the 
day. 

That was the big add, but getting Jacob Middleton to strengthen the blue 
line literally and figuratively was a nice add and Nic Deslauriers' 
truculence will be welcomed up front. These were playoff-driven additions 
and it's clear Guerin took his shot now, before cap issues hit hard. 

Wild big winners, as history speaks for itself with Marc-Andre Fleury 

Montreal Canadiens 

The first-round pick-plus return for Ben Chiarot was a nice get for a 
player who wasn't sticking around anyway. Artturi Lehkonen perhaps 
could have been re-signed and it's not easy to move on from a player like 
him, but defenceman Justin Barron was a first-round pick himself just in 
2020 and lands the Habs an excellent blue line prospect. 

GM Kent Hughes picked up seven draft picks over the next three years 
from the Toffoli trade to Monday's dealings and when they host the event 
this summer, Montreal will start with 14 selections. 

If they want, bigger moves that would have more impact on a rebuild 
could still happen in the summer. Or, they can keep some veterans to try 
and get better, quicker. We'll see. But deadline season was a good one 
for Montreal as the Canadiens look to the future. 

Hughes evaluates Canadiens' deadline moves, details future strategy 

New York Rangers 

Despite their troubling shot metrics, the Rangers are a highly skilled and 
dangerous team. They have a few individuals, most notably the goalie 
Igor Shesterkin, who could win or turn a series on their own. So they 
didn't need a major splash. But they did need more "playoff" type players. 

New York bulked up its third line and Andrew Copp as 3C would be 
terrific there -- but he can also get bumped up to the second line. Tyler 
Motte comes in to join Barclay Goodrow on a tough fourth line with Ryan 
Reaves. Remember when the Rangers got pushed around by the 
Capitals last season? Ya, that ain't happening anymore. 

Do the Rangers believe they're contenders by trading for Copp and 
Motte? 

Kaapo Kahkonen 

At one time he was Minnesota's goalie of the future -- a fourth-round pick 
from 2014 who slow cooked in Finland for a few years and has posted 
some good numbers in the NHL in 54 appearances over three years. He 
hasn't been perfect, but maybe with some time. 

However, it all became apparent what the organization thought of him 
when it left Kahkonen exposed to Seattle in the expansion draft instead 
of Cam Talbot. Surprisingly, the Kraken didn't touch him. And now 
Kahkonen is a casualty of the Fleury trade, sent to San Jose for Jacob 
Middleton. 

The good news is, we're probably going to find out once and for all just 
what Kahkonen is as an NHLer. He joins James Reimer and Adin Hill in 
San Jose's crease, but figures to be given plenty of opportunity down the 
stretch before his contract comes up and he becomes an RFA. 

The off-season rumour/trade market 

The Canucks didn't trade JT Miller, Brock Boeser or Conor Garland. The 
Anaheim Ducks still have John Gibson. As expected, Patrick Kane didn't 

get traded yet, but we can see what might be coming next there. The 
Jets stayed in the middle this deadline, pushing inevitably difficult 
conversations and realizations to the summer. And if the Flyers want 
more impactful change to their failed build, they didn't move any of the 
prime assets Monday. 

And that means the summer is shaping up to be one to watch. The draft 
falls on July 7 this year. Mark that date on the calendar -- it could be 
eventful. 

LOSERS 

Vegas Golden Knights 

What a mess. 

They just haven't had any luck at all this season and the biggest question 
mark before the deadline remains so after it: how bad is Robin Lehner's 
injury? The Golden Knights did not back him up on the trade market and 
instead tried to do a little salary dumping by trading Evgenii Dadonov and 
his contract to Anaheim in a package that included...Ryan Kesler. Only, 
that deal is being disputed by the player and his representation, who 
claim the Ducks were on his no-trade list. 

Dadonov's contract allows for a list of 10 teams he will not accept a trade 
to and Vegas' claim is that the list was never submitted by its due date 
prior to Ottawa trading Dadonov to Vegas last July. 

The player's side claims that paperwork was filed, and on time. 

So now we have a team that needs the cap space freed up from 
Dadonov's contract, which provided enough space to activate Alec 
Martinez from LTIR when the time comes. But they don't know if 
Dadonov's contract is still on the books or not. If he does go, it will leave 
the injury-riddled lineup down another skilled player anyway. There is a 
worse outcome out of the two for Vegas -- they need this salary cleared -
- but there is no good option for them here. 

Between the way Fleury was traded without discussion and now this, 
Vegas' management team should be facing scrutiny today. 

Oilers and *Leafs fans who worry about the goalies (all of them) 

The Oilers made a nice little pickup in hometown boy Brett Kulak, who 
gives defensive depth to a roster that needs it. With a playoff spot far 
from a guarantee, GM Ken Holland felt it too risky to pay up some of the 
wild prices we saw, certainly for rentals, and was largely quiet. 

That means Mikko Koskinen, Stuart Skinner and Mike Smith are 
Edmonton's goalies for this playoff run. 

Things have been better of late. The team has been improved 
defensively under Jay Woodcroft and Koskinen has handled the 
increased workload rather well this time, with a .916 save percentage in 
seven March games. But we've seen this before and have to wonder how 
long it lasts. There's no forgetting that Edmonton's lowest point in the 
season in late December/early-January was due to the goaltending and 
Koskinen played a role in that, as did Smith, who just can't stay healthy. 

Toronto can at least point to Mark Giordano as its deadline prize ... 
however, there's a pretty big BUT attached to it. BUT they didn't do 
anything about their goaltending, which has been downright bad for 
months. Since Jan. 1, Toronto's goalies rank 28th in all-situations save 
percentage (.885). The next-lowest Eastern Conference playoff team? 
Washington at .899. 

So, ya, the Leafs have good special teams, a great offence, and the best 
looking blue line they've had in some time when everyone's healthy. 

BUT that goaltending ... Kyle Dubas has maybe staked his job on Jack 
Campbell being able to return to form whenever he returns from his rib 
injury. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Two sentences on every NHL trade deadline deal of 
significance in 2022 
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Wild big winners, as history speaks for itself with Marc-Andre Fleury 

 

Justin Bourne 

 

As has become yearly tradition, it’s time for a two-sentence take on every 
deadline deal made over “deadline week,” given nobody seems to wait 
for the actual day anymore. That’s a lot of total sentences, so let’s get 
right to it, starting with the Avs' big acquisition on March 14, and moving 
up to the deadline itself on March 21. 

The Avs were at the “just a piece more to get over the hump” phase of 
their ascendance, and Manson perfectly fits their puzzle. The assets they 
spent may be valuable but when you’re the prohibitive Cup favourite (and 
they are, betting-wise anyway), you have to borrow from the future to go 
get yourself a ring now. 

A journey of a thousand miles starts with a single step. Fitting in a 
“perfect puzzle piece” sometimes starts with a single, smaller step too. 

The previous two sentences above (about taking a small step towards a 
greater purpose) apply here too, as this was obviously related to the 
bigger additions the Panthers made next. But the Rangers did want to 
revamp the bottom of their forward group, and Vatrano possesses the 
very useful skill of “excels at shooting the hockey puck into the hockey 
net,” so he makes some sense for them (particularly given the more 
defensive adds they made later). 

Ben Chiarot is to the Panthers what that one really nice piece of clothing 
that you have is to you. Sure, it was a lot more money than anyone 
should reasonably pay for something that isn’t a necessity, but it was 
exactly what you wanted and it fits perfect and you really love it and so 
you can justify the cost, even if you wouldn’t want to spend that much on 
all your stuff. 

Brian Burke always reminded us on Hockey Central that “they’re only 
handing out one Cup this year,” to highlight how hard it is to win, and how 
there’s a lot of people who spend a lot on deadline day only to end up 
with their pockets inside-out frowning because they’ve got nothing to 
show for the rentals they acquired. But the Flames are among the 
handful of legitimate Cup hopefuls who had a need and addressed it with 
the exact player they wanted, so you can’t fault them for going hard at 
this year’s deadline. 

I find it ironic that the player the Lightning would add for some serious 
gain over the next couple seasons at the cost of their future teams comes 
from Chicago, a team who’s suffering through tough seasons as a result 
of going all-in during their own Cup window. Hagel is a great piece and a 
great fit and they paid the huge price that valuable assets cost to get him. 

Methinks the Wild are hoping to drag whomever has to play them in the 
post-season into an absolute war of a series. I’ll say the winner in this 
deal is still the Ducks, as I’m not sure how much Deslauriers will be able 
to contribute against the post-season level a team like the Avs can reach. 

It’s a haul for the Ducks, there’s no doubt about that. I know Lindholm 
can help the Bruins this post-season, but given the strength of their 
division (strong!), and the term of their extension (as long as the league 
allows!), and I’m maybe a little less bullish on this acquisition/signing than 
some other perspectives I’ve come across. 

I can see a world where we look back at this deal in five years and the 
Flyers have nothing to show for it aside from the goodwill earned by 
getting their long-time star to the team he wanted to be in in pursuit of a 
Cup with. Tippett will likely play in the league for some years, but I’m not 
sure the upside is there, and so this feels like it was more a quantity (“we 
got three things!”) deal than one that has a chance to make them 
meaningfully better any time soon. 

On the way to winning Cup, you need depth on D. Hagg provides that. 

The Leafs add a player who changes the complexion of what their 
healthy D-core looks like, in that they should be able to throw three pairs 
over the boards and not have to worry about protecting anyone. It wasn’t 
cheap, but they kept their first-rounder, and addressed both a pressing 
need (steady defending) and an area that needed some help (depth 
forward) in the process. 

I know this one is a little weird (Ottawa is … buying?), but I like it for both 
sides. I understand the Sens aren’t trying to make the playoffs or 
something, but you need some players who can play, for crying out loud, 
he’s got another year on his deal, and as their team tries to turn the 
corner I don’t think there’s anything wrong with adding a guy who lets the 
young core know the team would actually prefer winning to losing. 

The Kings want to see playoff games this season, and Stecher makes 
the depth of their roster better today than it was yesterday. Not much of a 
needle-mover, but it makes sense. 

Like this deal a lot for the Canucks, think their fans will too. Another 
cheap year on the contract, and a player with tools – he can skate, he’s 
strong, he can move the puck – who really just needs to settle into a role 
and find some confidence at the NHL level. 

The Lightning have won two Stanley Cups on the backs of their stars 
(including in net), but also saw the value of having players who can win 
battles with a little finish farther down the lineup. That’s Paul in a nutshell, 
one of the league’s best at winning pucks back, he’s big, he’s versatile, 
he makes the Bolts better (even though I do like Joseph a lot too). 

Everybody likes depth. Wedgewood has shown he can be fine in the 
NHL, and so that’s all this is. 

This is the epitome of “team on the playoff fringe makes a tepid deal to 
get one per cent better instead of going the other direction.” We saw it 
with LA and Stecher, Dallas and the Wedgewood deal above, Nashville 
wants to get into the playoffs, just not at any massive cost to their future. 

And this deal is relevant to the above paragraph as well. The Jets have a 
shot to get into playoffs, and they basically had to move Andrew Copp, 
so they hope to at least tread water and not take the wind out of the 
dressing room’s sails. 

Love this for Arizona, knowing almost nothing about McBain. They’ve got 
a billion picks, if they like a player, might as well spend an asset to see if 
they can’t buy themselves a bonafide NHL contributor. 

I think an under-the-radar good pick up for Pittsburgh here. Beaulieu is a 
scrappy guy with some skill, and should be good depth D for the 
Penguins as they load up for yet another kick at can with Crosby, Malkin 
and Letang. 

The Caps get someone they’re familiar with, but seems to me this is a 
clear win for the Kraken. I’m not sold Johansson is much of a contributor 
at this point, Sprong is fine and seems to have a bit of upside still, so this 
feels more like two lottery tickets to Seattle for a wash on the ice. 

It sounds like Fleury had a bunch of things he didn’t want to happen, 
rather than the opposite. He didn’t want to go to Canada (maybe Toronto 
or Edmonton), he didn’t want to play the Penguins in Round 1 (maybe 
Washington), and so with that in mind, it seemed all but whittled down to 
the best nearby US team who needed goaltending and had an actual 
shot. 

Love this for the Wild, who clearly chose an identity (size) at the deadline 
adding Nic Deslauriers and Jacob Middleton. The latter here can really 
play though, and Kahkonen doesn’t seem to be much above replacement 
level as an NHL goalie, so with Fleury in the building it’s clear the Wild 
are better today than on the weekend. 

This strikes me as a free third-round pick for Philly, as I just don’t think 
the Rangers can get through the absolute gauntlet that awaits in the 
East. But if they end up playing their way through the Metro (and not 
getting wild carded into the Atlantic) they’ll have a chance, and Braun can 
help on the third pair. 

Just the type of guy I think the Oilers needed. If you place value on 
getting through just a round or two – which the Oilers surely do – he 
pushes them a bit closer to having a chance at that. 

I imagine the call went something like “Hey Kyle, it’s David Poile, we 
want to shore up our D-depth and still like Biega, who you clearly have 
no intent on using, can we have him?” To which Dubas said “Yes,” and 
they agreed to vaguely remember this happened the next time they do a 
deal, and nobody thought about it again for the rest of the day. 

The Bruins clearly wanted to get more physical on the back-end, and 
while they did, I’m not sure Brown is good enough to see meaningful 
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minutes in a series against FLA/TB/TOR. Senyshyn was (famously) a 
first-round pick from the year the Bruins had three straight firsts in a 
loaded draft, never quite panned out, and could use the fresh start. 

The Wings get a little forward depth in Sunqvist and a good pick, while 
the Blues get a guy who’s been a pretty good player in the league, 
hoping to find it for one more post-season push. Blues have sneaky 
playoff upset potential if their goalies get hot. 

When your team scores and scores and scores, adding a forward who 
can mute your opponent’s offence has immense value. Smart move for 
the Habs of course, but this might be the Avs version of the (over-
discussed?) Coleman and Goodrow deals. 

I appreciate the Jets not wanting to just bail on their season for both their 
fans and their veteran players. It might not be the smartest thing in the 
big picture, but what’s a fifth-round pick anyway, might as well add a guy 
you know can help for a push today. 

Quality player to have at the bottom of your lineup. At least you know 
he’ll make good decisions and work like hell. 

I was maybe a little dismissive of the Rangers up above, who made 
some great deadline acquisitions. I like Copp, to play farther down a 
forward group that hasn’t been all that great, aside from their elite ability 
to finish the chances they do create. 

Related! I’m a big Motte fan, and think a fourth for him is a steal, so good 
on the Rangers for markedly improving their bottom nine forwards with 
guys like Copp and Motte who can move up and down within that group 
with ease. 

When you have elite top-end talent, I like the idea of adding solid and 
reliable depth veterans. Brassard makes the Oilers a little better provided 
he’s not asked to do too much. 

The Ducks got a couple decent players back and a good lottery ticket 
here, but there’s no doubt the Penguins added a guy who can make a 
difference for them. Rakell can finish, and given the amount of talent in 
the East, you love adding a guy who you aren’t relying on to score, but 
can surprise you with one here and there in the post-season. 

I’m not going to pretend to know about Aidan Hreschuk, but I do know 
that Domi is exactly the type of guy who can give you some real juice 
when he’s motivated. And out of Columbus and on a legit Cup contender, 
you gotta believe you’ll get the best version of him, which as we know is 
pretty darn good. 

The Flames clearly have a type, and a plan, in trying to win the 2022 
Stanley Cup. They aren’t looking for anyone on their roster to surprise 
them, they’re just looking for them to be the steady reliable pros they’ve 
all been for the bulk of their NHL careers. 

A defence-only forward who’s not super-effective at this stage of his 
career, but as bottom-of-the-roster depth goes, you could do worse. In a 
limited role it’s not impossible to see Tampa getting some use out of 
Nash. 

Namestnikov had no value for the Red Wings, and the Stars are trying to 
climb into the playoffs. File this under “fringe team with no intent to win 
the Cup tries to get one per cent better into the playoffs and be a little 
better when they get there.” 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs give Mrazek first post-waivers start 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs (optional) skated at Scotiabank Arena on Wednesday.  

Just days after clearing waivers, Petr Mrazek will get the start for the 
Leafs on Wednesday against the New Jersey Devils.  

"In talking to him, you know, he's in a good place relative to what he's 
been through here," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He's handled it well. He 
had a really good practice day yesterday so it's a good opportunity to 
kind of clear his head and get going." 

"As teammates, it's up to us to support him," said defenceman Morgan 
Rielly, "to play really well in front of him and just to make sure that he 
feels comfortable. I don't have a lot of experience with the waivers and 
what that looks like, but I know it can be challenging on guys and take a 
toll, but you wouldn't know it. He came in yesterday and worked really 
hard. He's here today kind of business as usual, and I think that's really 
impressive." 

Mrazek hasn't played since the Heritage Classic loss to the Buffalo 
Sabres, which was 10 days ago. He hasn't played at Scotiabank Arena 
since allowing four goals on 12 shots and getting pulled against the 
Arizona Coyotes on March 10.  

"Petr's a guy who has great experience in the league and he also has 
great experience in finding his game and bouncing back and then going 
on a great run," Keefe said.  

"As teammates, we all believe in him," said captain John Tavares. "We 
know his track record is very strong. He's been a quality goalie in this 
league for a long time and has had really good success. I don't think 
there's any doubt that that's there." 

One of Mrazek's better games this season came against the Devils in 
Toronto when he stopped 19 of 20 shots to notch a win in relief of Jack 
Campbell on Jan. 31. The Devils sit 27th overall and should be fatigued 
after playing Tuesday night.  

"They’re a top-10 team in the NHL in scoring changes generated," Keefe 
warned. "They're No. 1 in the NHL in generating scoring chances off the 
rush, starting from their breakout. There are elements of their game that, 
if you're not committed and you're not dialled in and focused on your own 
game, they can expose you. You got a team that's No. 1 in an offensive 
category and if you don't take care of that area of the game, they get 
momentum and get going. That's precisely what happened in the game 
last night." 

The Devils upset the New York Rangers 7-4 on Tuesday with five goals 
coming against Vezina Trophy frontrunner Igor Shesterkin.  

'We all believe in him': Mrazek gets start v Devils 

After clearing waivers earlier in the week, Petr Mrazek gets shot at 
redemption tonight in his first game back since the Heritage Classic, 
where he allowed four goals in a loss to the Sabres. Heading into 
tonight's contest against the Devils, Mrazek's teammates say that they 
believe in his game, and will support him the best that can. 

--- 

Now that the trade deadline has come and gone, there is a different feel 
around the Leafs.  

"Basically, everybody that was in our room yesterday, that's our group so 
let's go to work," Keefe said. "We know what we need to do. We know 
where we need to go. We know what we're trying to accomplish, so let's 
get to work. I thought yesterday's practice was outstanding in terms of 
the energy and competitiveness that we had with the group and the work 
that we got done. So, really good vibes coming out of that and that's what 
you want to see." 

The Leafs are comfortably in a playoff spot, but the battle for seeding in 
the Eastern Conference will be intense down the stretch. The Leafs trail 
the Atlantic Division-leading Florida Panthers by seven points but sit just 
one point behind the Tampa Bay Lightning. However, Toronto is also 
level with the Boston Bruins on 83 points and could easily slip into a wild-
card spot. 

Keefe set the tone at a pre-practice meeting on Tuesday.  

"The message to our team is we got 20 games remaining here. We got 
seven of those games against Florida, Tampa and Boston, so we got lots 
of opportunity here to control our own situation," the coach said.  

Keefe previously said he believes the Leafs should win the division.  
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"It's a good challenge for us," said Rielly of the stretch drive. "We got lots 
of games within our division. We're in a good spot in the standings. It's a 
great time to be here. It's all positive. The team got better. The attitude, in 
general, is that we're prepared to take on any challenges that come our 
way."  

With division games looming, Leafs 'pumped' for stretch drive 

With the NHL trade deadline now behind them, the Maple Leafs say that 
the mood in the room is good, and are excited with club's new 
acquisitions. Now with the stretch drive underway, the Leafs are 
'pumped' to finish strong heading into the playoffs. 

--- 

It helps that general manager Kyle Dubas shored up the roster before the 
deadline by adding defenceman Mark Giordano and forward Colin 
Blackwell via a trade with the Seattle Kraken. Both players will debut with 
their new team on Wednesday.  

Giordano will start on the third pair and second power-play unit.  

"He makes your team better as soon as you put his name on the roster," 
said Rielly. "The experience he brings will be valuable. What he brings on 
the ice will be valuable. It's a good sign for our team moving forward."  

"Gio's resume and track record speaks for itself," said Tavares. "He's 
going to be so valuable in so many different areas. Just complements our 
back end extremely well." 

Tavares believes Giordano's mental toughness will be an important 
asset. The former Calgary Flames captain rose up the ranks despite 
being undrafted.   

"Gio's always brought a competitive element his whole career," Tavares 
said. "I think that's probably really instilled in him. He took a non-
traditional path to become an elite player and Norris Trophy winner." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Giordano era opens 

Mark Giordano will make his Maple Leafs debut tonight, slotted in the 
third pairing alongside Timothy Liljegren. The veteran defenceman is 
expected to make an immediate impact as he could see some power 
play time on the second unit. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Blackwell will start as the left winger on the fourth line with Jason Spezza 
and Wayne Simmonds. 

"There's lots he can offer that line and it's about easing him in with our 
team," Keefe explained. "Really, what he was acquired for was to 
increase our depth and the effectiveness of our bottom lines, so that's 
where we'll start him. I do see potential for him to move up. With [Ondrej] 
Kase's absence there's great opportunity there for him." 

Kase had been playing on the second line with Tavares and William 
Nylander before taking a hit to the head and leaving Saturday's game. He 
will miss Wednesday's game and there is no timeline for his return.  

Alex Kerfoot has moved up to the second line. Kerfoot has spent much of 
that season there, but recently saw time with the fourth unit, which 
allowed the Leafs to move Spezza, 38, to the wing.  

Blackwell believes his speed and tenacity will compliment Leafs' fourth 
line 

Colin Blackwell skated with Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds in his 
first practice with the Maple Leafs. He talks about his tenacity and speed 
that should compliment his new linemates and discusses playing against 
Sheldon Keefe and Kyle Dubas in the AHL. 

---  

It remains unclear exactly how long Rasmus Sandin will be out.  

"It's going to be weeks for sure is what I'm told," said Keefe. "How many? 
We're not certain of that. He's walking around and doing things in the 
gym and stuff like that. He's moving around, but it will take a little time for 
that to heal up and for us to get greater clarity on exactly how long. He's 
in pretty good spirits and back in the gym and doing things there so his 
recovery is certainly well underway." 

The 22-year-old blueliner suffered a knee injury during Saturday's game 
at Nashville.  

"He's a young guy," stressed Rielly. "He should be back in no time." 

--- 

The Leafs will wear a new black alternate uniform to mark their annual 
Next-Gen Game on Wednesday. The design was created in collaboration 
with pop star Justin Bieber and Drew House. Leafs players have got to 
know Bieber in recent years.  

"He's such a big fan," said Tavares. "We're all kind of, I don't want to say 
in awe, but you respect what he's done and what comes with his stardom 
and what he does as a performer and entertainer. He's one of the best in 
the world, so to be around that is pretty cool and you see how he's 
amazed by us because he's such a fan of the team, so it's a unique 
dynamic." 

Tavares was asked if Bieber is the type of fan to be suggesting trades 
and looking into the salary-cap situation.  

"He doesn't talk to me about that," the 31-year-old said with a chuckle. 
"Maybe he talks to Auston [Matthews] about that, it wouldn't surprise me 
with how much of a fan he is of the team." 

    Safe to say they like it, @justinbieber  #NextGenGame x 
@drewhouse pic.twitter.com/z5UpLUwppA 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 23, 2022 

Tavares explains 'unique dynamic' between Leafs and Bieber 

Tonight, the Maple Leafs will be wearing new uniforms for their Next Gen 
Game against the Devils. The sweaters, designed in collaboration with 
Justin Bieber, has a new colour scheme that some Toronto players have 
taken a liking to. 

--- 

Projected lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Blackwell - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Mrazek starts  

Kallgren 
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USA TODAY / NHL cancels Evgenii Dadonov trade from Golden Knights 
to Ducks because of no-trade clause 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

The NHL invalidated the trade that sent Evgenii Dadonov from the Vegas 
Golden Knights to the Anaheim Ducks because the limited no-trade 
clause in Dadonov's contract included the Ducks.  

Hours after the trade, which shipped the 33-year-old right winger to the 
Ducks with a second-round pick for defenseman John Moore and Ryan 
Kesler's contract, the Knights said the team "(became) aware of an issue 
with respect to the trade."  
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The issue was that Dadonov, who was traded to Vegas from the Ottawa 
Senators last year, had a partial no-trade clause in the deal he signed 
with Ottawa in October 2020. Vegas was not on that list and acquired 
him before the start of this season.  

Anaheim, however, was on the list, and that presented a problem 
Monday when the Knights tried to move on from Dadonov's $5 million 
cap hit.  

TRADE DEADLINE WINNERS, LOSERS:Contenders bulk up, but no 
goalie fix could hurt some 

The Golden Knights had dealt Dadonov and took on injured Moore and 
the contract of injured Kesler to give themselves some cap flexibility to 
accommodate a trade for $10 million player Jack Eichel earlier in the 
season and the possible return of injured players. 

According to Cap Friendly, now that the Dadonov trade has been voided, 
the team has only $405,833 of usable cap space, with key players Alex 
Martinez and Mark Stone still to return from long-term injured reserve.  

"The Vegas Golden Knights recognize the league’s decision and 
welcome Evgenii back to our club," the team tweeted. 

The banged-up Golden Knights have gone 3-7 in their last 10 games and 
have fallen one point out of a playoff spot. The 2017-18 expansion team 
reached the Stanley Cup Final in its first season and has not missed the 
playoffs. 

“We respect and accept the decision made today by the NHL with regard 
to our trade with Vegas on Monday," Ducks general manager Pat 
Verbeek said in a statement. "Evgenii Dadonov is a player we thought 
could help our team this year and beyond. We will move forward and 
welcome John Moore to our organization once he’s healthy and ready to 
return.” 
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