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Tyler Seguin, Stars tip Hurricanes in shootout as Canes lose fifth in six games 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes had another one of those games 
Thursday. 

The Canes badly outshot their opponent. 

They kept the puck in the offensive zone much of the game, 
all the better for compiling some nice looking analytics. They 
controlled the pace much of the game, twice took the lead. 
And lost. 

The Dallas Stars emerged from a shootout with a 4-3 victory 
at PNC Arena, rewarding goalie Scott Wedgewood in his first 
game since his trade from Arizona on Monday with a victory. 

The Canes had 47 shots while allowing a season-low 15. 
They had 81 total shooting attempts to the Stars’ 30. 

Two of Wedgewood’s biggest stops came in overtime, when 
he first denied Sebastian Aho on a two-on-one rush and then 
stopped a Martin Necas one-timer. In the shootout, he turned 
back less-than-dangerous attempts by Vincent Trocheck, 
Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo while the Stars’ Tyler 
Seguin and Jason Robertson beat goalie Frederik Andersen 
-- Seguin with the game-deciding goal. 

“It’s tough. We did a lot of good things out there,” Canes 
forward Nino Niederreiter said. 

Neiderreiter did. He scored twice, both on nice assists from 
defenseman Brady Skjei, while the Canes’ third goal was a 
power-play score from Trocheck early in the third. 

“It felt like we dominated that game,” Niederreiter said. “We 
had a lot of chances and a lot of shots on net. We have to 
find a way to stay positive and get some greasy goals.” 

It was the second time in three games the Canes (42-15-7) 
were stymied and left frustrated by a goalie who picked PNC 
Arena to play his best game of the season. The New York 
Rangers’ Alexandar Georgiev had 44 saves Sunday in a 2-0 
win over Carolina and Wedgewood came into Thursday’s 
game with a 3.16 goals-against average, albeit with the 
Coyotes. 

“At the beginning of the year all the pucks found a way to go 
in and right now we feel like the luck is not quite on our side,” 
Niederreiter said. “But we’ve got to keep doing what we’re 

doing. We’ve got to keep shooting the puck on net, maybe 
get more traffic in front of them. But overall we’ve got to keep 
playing the way we’ve been doing and eventually the luck will 
start turning on our side again.” 

The Canes could use more guys finishing, not shooting. 
They had eight players with four or more shots in the game. 
Only Niederreiter and Trocheck scored, Trocheck banging in 
a rebound of an Aho shot. 

Maybe Max Domi will help. The forward, obtained Monday 
from Columbus in a three-team trade, put in his first game in 
a Canes uniform and was in the starting lineup. 

“He just needs some time to figure out how we play,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I thought he was effective.” 

Domi was used on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line with Derek 
Stepan, getting 10:41 of ice time and finishing with one shot 
and four hits. 

“I think with Max he brings a component that’s grit and 
compete, but what I like is his compete,” Stepan said 
Thursday. “I think that’s something that will mesh well with 
our group.” 

The Stars (36-24-3), fighting for playoff position in the 
Western Conference, made their meager amount of shots 
count. Roope Hintz scored twice, both a minutes after the 
Canes had scored. Jamie Benn had a pass hit the stick of 
Canes defenseman Ian Cole and get past Andersen. 

Andersen’s biggest stop came against Michael Raffl with 
5:51 left in regulation and the score 3-3. Raffl was awarded a 
penalty shot after being hooked by DeAngelo on a 
breakaway but had his backhand attempt stopped by 
Andersen at the post. 

There were a few testy moments in the game. At 3:46 of the 
second period, Canes defenseman Brett Pesce took an 
elbow in the head from Vladislav Namestnikov, another trade 
deadline pickup by the Stars. Pesce dropped the gloves and 
pretty much pummeled Namestnikov. 

Brind’Amour said it was the maddest he has seen Pesce 
during a game. 

“Guys were into the game, that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Scoring woes sink Hurricanes again in shootout loss to Dallas 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — It’s been 80 years, but people still use the 
phrase “Play it again, Sam” even though it was never uttered 
in “Casablanca.” 

It hasn’t been nearly as long that the Carolina Hurricanes 
have been mired in a run of dominating play and coming up 
short on the scoreboard as they did again Thursday in a 4-3 
overtime loss to Dallas at PNC Arena. But coach Rod 
Brind’Amour has been asked the same questions about it 
enough lately that it feels like an eternity. 

Play it, Rod. 

“I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 20 years of being 
here,” Brind’Amour said. “As far as doing everything we 
wanted to do, we just didn’t get it in the net as much as we’d 
like.” 

The Hurricanes twice scored to go ahead in the third period 
only to see the Stars respond within a minute to tie the game 
each time. And after killing off 35 seconds of a Dallas power 
play at the end of overtime, Carolina came away with just 
one point when Tyler Seguin scored the lone goal in the 
shootout in front of 16,421 in Raleigh. 

“We lost the talent show at the end. That’s the end of that,” 
Brind’Amour said of the shootout. 

It would be easy to call the Hurricanes hard-luck losers after 
journeyman Scott Wedgewood — making his first start in 
goal for the Stars after being acquired before the trade 
deadline — made 44 saves as Carolina outshot Dallas by an 
overwhelming 47-15 margin. 

Easy, that is, if this hadn’t been the same old song as much 
of the past few weeks. The Hurricanes are now 5-4-3 in 
March and had 35 or more shots in nine of those games, 
including more than 40 in each of the last three. 

“It’s tough. I feel like we do a lot of good things out there,” 
said Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter, who scored twice. 
“I feel like we dominated that game — a lot of chances and a 
lot of shots on net. Right now, we’ve just got to stay positive.” 

Despite dominating in every way but on the scoreboard, the 
Hurricanes found themselves in a penalty deficit and not 
drawing a call until the third period. Carolina scored on that 
first chance when Niederreiter redirected a Brady Skjei feed 
past Wedgewood for his second goal of the night just past 
the midway point of the period to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 
lead. 

“We found each other pretty nice today,” Niederreiter said of 
he and Skjei connecting for two goals. “I told him we’ve got 

to keep doing that. Two terrific plays by him and I had a 
chance to finish it.” 

But like earlier in the period when Vincent Trocheck scored 
at 2:43 to give Carolina its first lead only to see Roope Hintz 
tie it again exactly a minute later, Hintz matched Niederreiter 
with his second of the night by sneaking behind Seth Jarvis 
and backhanding a shot past Frederik Andersen (12 saves) 
59 seconds after having fallen behind. 

The Hurricanes continued to carry play after the Stars tied it, 
but Dallas still had the best chance to win it in regulation. 

Mike Raffl got behind the Carolina defense and came in on a 
breakaway, but defenseman Tony DeAngelo caught put up 
to him to disrupt the chance. But DeAngelo — to his shock 
— was called for a penalty and Raffl was given a penalty 
shot. 

But Andersen made a dazzling glove save on the 
backhanded attempt to keep the score knotted 3-3. 

Carolina continued to have a lopsided advantage on shots in 
overtime, getting four on net to Dallas’ none, but 
Wedgewood made big stops on both Sebastian Aho and 
Martin Necas at 3-on-3 to keep the game going. 

The Stars got their golden opportunity with 35 seconds left in 
overtime when Teuvo Teravainen was called for tripping, but 
Jaccob Slavin and Ian Cole both had key shot blocks to send 
the game to the shootout. 

Seguin scored on Dallas’ first shootout attempt and that was 
all the Stars would need as Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov 
and DeAngelo all failed on their chances. 

“If we play like that, we’re going to win a lot of hockey 
games. We all know that,” Skjei said. “Obviously a tough 
result tonight, but we played well, we got a point and we’ll 
move on from this one and keep playing the same way.” 

Notes: Carolina played most of the second period and the 
start of the third without Brett Pesce after he received 17 
minutes in penalties at 3:46 of the second period. Pesce was 
elbowed by Vladislav Namestnikov and responded by 
dropping his gloves and pummeling the Dallas forward. Both 
received fighting majors — Pesce’s second of his career — 
while Namestnikov was tagged with an elbowing penalty and 
Pesce received a two-minute instigator and 10-minute 
misconduct. Pesce had just 16 PIMs on the season coming 
into the game. … Trocheck was called for abuse of 
officials/unsportsmanlike conduct for arguing with the refs 
after he did not draw a call in front of the Dallas net late in 
the second period. Carolina killed all three penalties in the 
game and Trocheck scored on one of the Hurricanes’ two 
power plays in the third period. … Max Domi, acquired 
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Monday a minute before the 3 p.m. trade deadline, played 
10:41 in his Hurricanes debut, finishing with one shot on goal 
and four hits. 

 

 

Recap: Stars Take Shootout Victory Over Canes, 4-3 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - For the second time in five days the 
Carolina Hurricanes more than doubled their opponents in 
shots, yet came out on the wrong end of the result. Tonight it 
was against the Dallas Stars, who earned a 4-3 shootout 
victory at PNC Arena.  

Three Things: 

1) What's In The Water? 

Sunday it was Alex Georgiev of the New York Rangers, 
turning away all 44 shots faced on his way to a 2-0 shutout 
win. Tonight it was Scott Wedgewood, in his Dallas debut no 
less, turning away 44 of 47 en route to a winning vitory in 
net. 

Starting with his first first save of the night, Wedgewood had 
to be fantastic, facing 17 high danger chances over the 
course of 65 minutes from the Canes offense. 

The entire game was dictated by Carolina, however, thanks 
in large part to their netminder, the Stars were in the mix all 
night long. 

2) Dallas And Their Quick Responses 

When Vincent Trocheck put the Canes ahead 2-1 to start the 
third period, their lead lasted just 60 seconds. 

When Nino Niederreiter put the Canes ahead 3-2 with just 
under ten minutes to go in regulation, their lead lasted just 59 
seconds. 

Both answers were scored by Roope Hintz, who led the way 
offensively for Dallas with his 27th and 28th markers of the 
season. 

Those, combined with Wedgewood's performance kept the 
Stars from feeling like they were ever out of the game. Sure 
enough, they were not, eventually moving to 13-3 in overtime 
this season when Tyler Seguin struck for the game-winning 
goal in round one of the shootout. 

3) Nino & Brady Making It Happen 

Just like Hintz, Nino Niederreiter had two goals for his club 
tonight. 

Both coming with helpers from Brady Skjei, the two appeared 
to be on the same wavelength, contributing the magic touch 
that was necessary to beat Wedgewood. 

The goals were the 18th and 19th of the season for 
Niederreiter. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks tonight, post-game... 

"I don't know if I've seen a better game in 20 years of being 
here, as far as doing everything we were trying to do. We 
just didn't get it in the net as much as we'd like and we lost 
the talent show." 

Brady Skjei on how the team tries to stay positive after 
playing well yet coming up on the wrong end of results: 

"We, as a team, know that we're in a little bit of a rough patch 
right now, but we know that that's the way we need to play. I 
think we're all still confident. If we play like that, we're going 
to win a lot of games and make it really hard on teams." 

Nino Niederreiter sharing his mindset after tonight's contest: 

"It's tough. We do a lot of good things out there and I feel like 
we dominated that game. We had a lot of chances and a lot 
of shots on net, but right now we just have to stay positive 
and find a way to get some greasy goals. It's not been easy." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday before flying to 
St. Louis. Saturday night they meet the Blues at 8 p.m. EST. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Max Domi made his Canes debut in the contest, 
playing 10:41 alongside Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Derek Stepan. 

 Brett Pesce dropped the gloves with Vladislav 
Namestnikov during tonight's second period. Pesce 
was awarded a two-minute minor for instigating, a 
five for fighting and a ten-minute misconduct. The 
defenseman entered tonight with 16 penalty 
minutes and was awarded 17 on that one 
sequence. 

 Frederik Andersen made a save on a Michael Raffl 
penalty shot with just 5:51 to go in regulation. Raffl 
was awareded the chance after Tony DeAngelo 
illegally caught him from behind. 

 The Canes now move to 42-15-7 on the year. 
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Burnside: Domi's Arrival & Transition To The Canes 

By Scott Burnside  

RALEIGH, NC. - Maybe this is the moment that distills all of 
the excitement and, yes, the anxiety and the layers of details, 
some mundane, some critical, that have all cascaded 
through Max Domi's life in the past 27 hours. 

Domi has found a place to park his vehicle in the player 
parking lot at PNC Arena. A security attendant makes his 
way to the parking area to make sure he is, in fact, a player 
and not some curly-haired interloper looking for a prime 
parking spot. 

Longtime Vice President of Communications and Team 
Services Mike Sundheim has grabbled Domi's sticks from 
the back of the SUV, and as Domi steps away with his 
Columbus Blue Jackets hockey bag incongruously slung 
over one shoulder, a PNC Arena staffer security officers 
steps up. 

No introduction is necessary for him. 

"Are you playing tonight?" he asks the newest Hurricane. 

"No. Not tonight," Domi explains. 

"Well, good luck," the staffer said with a friendly wave. 

Climbing the steps of the loading dock and into the arena, 
Domi's first steps into PNC Arena as a home player and not 
a member of a visiting team, he was greeted by a gauntlet of 
arena staffers offering their welcome. 

Domi dutifully responds to each 'welcome to Raleigh', 'Good 
luck', 'Glad to have you' and 'Welcome to the Hurricanes'. 

"It's surreal man. Honestly. I've never experienced this 
before. I've been traded a couple of times before but that's 
kind of like you have the whole training camp and all that but 
you're walking into an NHL game it's pretty surreal. I'm just 
so excited," Domi said of those first moments inside his new 
NHL home. 

Domi woke up Monday morning a Columbus Blue Jacket. 

As a pending unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
season, and with Columbus retooling and out of the playoff 
race, the 27-year-old knew his name was in the trade 
deadline winds. 

Monday was a maintenance day for Domi who'd taken a 
puck off the foot a couple of games ago. Still, he went to the 
rink in the morning. 

The team was scheduled to fly late that afternoon to 
Pittsburgh for a game Tuesday night. But Domi would not be 
on that flight. Instead, shortly after the 3 p.m. ET trade 
deadline, he got a call from Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
telling him he'd been traded to Carolina. 

"The weird part was I was with all the boys and they had a 
flight at five. And they kind of had an idea I was going to get 
moved. I kind of thought I would but maybe not kind of thing. 
I don't know. It's trade deadline so anything can happen," 
Domi explained. 

"There weren't really many conversations about it. So I was 
just kind of sitting there waiting to see if it was going to 

happen. So that was the weirdest part because I didn't 
officially get to say goodbye. I left the rink kind of uncertain 
about what was going to happen," Domi said. 

Certainly there was a mixture of emotions as it appeared that 
the deadline would pass without a trade. Still, Domi saw on 
social media a report from Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman that 
Columbus and Carolina were working on a deal in the 
waning minutes before the 3 p.m. ET deadline so he knew 
something was afoot. 

In Raleigh, Domi's good friend (and as it would turn out 
apartment finder) and personal advocate Tony DeAngelo 
was watching the deadline transactions with a close eye, too. 

Like many of Domi's former teammates who are in Carolina, 
Derek Stepan, Antti Raanta, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan 
Martinook, DeAngelo had been asked about Domi as a 
player and as a person. 

"I was a big advocate of Max from anytime I talked to 
anybody in management or whatever it's going to be. I 
always put his name out there. I knew he could be a guy 
available. He's a guy that I really think could help us big-
time," DeAngelo said. "I think this is going to be great for him 
to get under Roddy. This is my first year under Roddy but I'm 
a big believer already in how he can get guys going in the 
right direction. I think Max will fit in perfect. We've been so 
close since we played together in Arizona." 

DeAngelo was thrilled that his longtime pal might be joining 
the Hurricanes, but as the time slipped away Monday, he too 
figured it wasn't meant to be. 

Then his brother sent a note saying he saw a report from 
TSN's Pierre LeBrun that a deal was in the works to send 
Domi to Carolina. Soon after he got a call from his pal about 
the trade. 

DeAngelo's girlfriend recorded the two chatting about the 
news. 

"My girlfriend was actually videoing me and him FaceTiming 
each other," DeAngelo said. "I said we'll need to leave him 
alone, he'll call me if it happens. And then three minutes 
later, 3:03 or whatever it was when it went through, boom, 
we spoke on the phone." 

The first official call with GM Don Waddell and head coach 
Rod Brind'Amour, who were together, was brief but helped 
put things in motion to begin the formal transition for Domi 
from Blue Jacket to Hurricane. 

"It was a short conversation but obviously they knew I was 
pretty pumped and really excited, so just talking a little bit 
about that and Rod said just get down here and we'll sit 
down and we'll talk a little bit more," Domi said. "It was pretty 
brief but super exciting." 

Those first calls triggered a domino effect that was being 
replicated around the NHL after a surprisingly busy trade 
deadline. The rapid movement from trade completion to 
getting that new player with his new team and teammates as 
quickly as logistics allow. 
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Let's just say there are a lot of moving parts starting with 
Domi collecting his gear and arranging to get himself to 
North Carolina. 

"The trainers there (in Columbus) are unbelievable," Domi 
said. "Everything was already packed. It was literally just 
sitting in my stall. All my hockey stuff. All my sticks and 
whatnot were all there. It was a quick little trip (to Nationwide 
Arena) but definitely emotional in a weird way. I wasn't there 
for that long. I don't know if it was because of the COVID 
season or what but it felt like I was there for a lot longer than 
just a year and a half. Met some great people and have 
some friendships that will last a lifetime. It was sad to go. I 
think they've got an exciting future for sure." 

Initially the plan was for Domi to drive his vehicle and gear et 
al from Columbus to Carolina, but then Domi's personal 
trainer and friend who was in Columbus offered to make the 
drive so he could take a flight. 

The gear arrived several hours before Domi's flight, a 
connector through Washington, and thanks to the work of 
DeAngelo there was actually a place to put the gear and 
some of the other materials loaded into Domi's vehicle. 

Normally an incoming player will post up at a hotel 
suggested by the team until more permanent lodging can be 
found. But DeAngelo accelerated the process. 

"So I told him the easiest thing is probably to live in my 
building. I got in touch with the lady (from the apartment 
complex), she called him and now we'll be a couple of floors 
apart tonight," DeAngelo said a few hours after Domi arrived 
in Raleigh. 

"I think it'll be good. We've got a lot guys living in the same 
area. You're going to go to dinner. You're going to adjust," 
DeAngelo said. "There's only 19 games left to go by the time 
he gets in (to the lineup) on Thursday. We've got to get him 
acclimated quick and get him ready to go." 

Is DeAngelo looking for a little commission on the side for all 
his backroom diligence? 

"I don't know what his agent's taking. If his agent's taking 3% 
I might try to get the extra percent, I might try to bring him to 
four," DeAngelo said. "But we'll go to dinner tomorrow. The 
first dinner's on me though. Max is a generous guy so I'm 
going to try and beat him to the credit card." 

Sundheim has been in regular contact with Domi and other 
team officials, as well as the apartment management since 
the trade was finalized. He is parked just outside the arrival 
doors at Raleigh-Durham International Airport when Domi 
emerges. He's done lots of these pickups, although it's 
always a little bit more urgent at the trade deadline than 
when players are coming in for development camp or training 
camp. 

It's a quick trip to the new apartment in Raleigh's North Hills 
area so Domi can change and get first looks at his new 
abode, and then pick up his vehicle and head back to the 
rink before the night's game versus Tampa Bay. 

On the way to the apartment, Domi chats with Sundheim 
about Sundheim's long tenure with the team. He also 
inquires about Brind'Amour's protocol for players who aren't 

in the lineup. What time does he want them to show up at the 
rink? He asks about other team rules like the dress code for 
the team when they are traveling. 

All of this intel will become second nature to Domi in the 
coming days, but getting as much intel as possible as early 
as possible is comforting to Domi. 

Then Sundheim's phone rings through to the car's speakers 
and it's popular head strength and conditioning coach Bill 
Burniston who is checking on Domi's schedule. 

"I can't tell you how friggin' excited we are to have you," 
Burniston said. 

Burniston explains that Brind'Amour would like to avoid 
having Domi arrive in the locker room just as the team is 
going through final preparations for their game against 
Tampa Bay, and Domi wholeheartedly agrees. 

"I just don't want to get in the way of anything," Domi said. 

The plan is that Domi will meet the guys after the game, and 
even though Burniston admits the players have already given 
him a hard time about it, the expectation is that Domi will do 
a workout in the team gym once the guys are on the ice to 
start the game. 

"I'm down for whatever," Domi said. 

Once at Domi's new apartment building the manager guides 
Domi to his new two-bedroom apartment that already has a 
moved-in feel to it thanks to the arrival of supplies from 
Columbus. She's brought a bottle of wine as a welcome gift 
and quickly rattles off which of his new teammates live on 
which floors in the building. 

There are supplies and small bits of luggage scattered 
around the living and kitchen area. Other materials have 
already been laid into the refrigerator. 

Domi is Type 1 diabetic - has been since he was 12 - and so 
the fact that a ready store of medication has already been 
set into the apartment is another key factor in a seamless 
transition. 

"A lot of preparations but when it goes smooth, it's nice," 
Domi said. 

Domi jokes that he might have to change the interior color of 
his SUV - a rich shade of blue - to red to match the 
Hurricanes' prominent color. And as he pulls into the PNC 
Arena complex he's taken aback by the number of cars lined 
up to park and the pre-game tailgating already well underway 
on this picture-perfect Tuesday night. 

"It is always this busy?" he asks. 

And he wonders aloud what it will be like when the playoffs 
start in about six weeks.  

Spending time with Domi upon his arrival in Raleigh put us in 
mind of some time we spent with Domi during his rookie 
season in Arizona in 2015-16. We had covered his father, 
legendary tough guy Tie Domi, when Tie Domi was a high-
profile member of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

During that Arizona trip, we found Domi an engaging and 
open person. 
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He confessed to not really having much experience with the 
stove in his condo near Scottsdale and talked candidly about 
growing up with an NHL dad with a huge profile and 
personality to match. 

At the time Domi was in the process of getting a diabetic 
service dog to help him balance his life as an NHL player 
and his diabetes. The dog's name was Orion. 

Fast forward 6 ½ years and Domi is a proper NHL veteran 
now pulling on his fourth NHL jersey with stops in Montreal 
and Columbus also on his resume. 

Orion remains with Domi, although the dog is now retired as 
a service animal. 

"He's my best buddy," Domi said. 

Orion and a Bengal cat Domi has added to his family have 
gone home to Toronto with Domi's girlfriend in anticipation of 
the kind of sudden move that has him now in Raleigh. 

Watching him we think of first days at a new school or on a 
new job. The nervousness. The excitement at the unknown. 

"It's excitement for sure and I think any time with excitement 
comes nerves," said Domi, who has received calls and texts 
from around the NHL, including a call from Carolina owner 

Tom Dundon that lasts about half an hour. "If you're not 
going to get nervous you're not a human, right? It's part of 
being a human. I'm ecstatic about the opportunity and it's 
such a good hockey team and I know first-hand how hard 
they are to play against. This team's another level for sure 
and just to be a little chip in that is going to be fun." 

After working out with Burniston - "he's a beauty," Domi 
notes - he watches the game in the press box with Martinook 
and former Hurricane Justin Williams. 

At one point he is shown on the video scoreboard during the 
game and the crowd responds with a raucous cheer of 
approval. 

After the game, a 3-2 Carolina win that stops a four-game 
winless slide, Brind'Amour makes a brief appearance in the 
locker room. As he closes his address to the team, 
Brind'Amour points at Domi - "Say hello," he says - 
prompting a nice round of applause from his new 
teammates. 

Fewer than 48 hours later he'll be in the lineup for his first 
game as a Hurricane. 

As if he'd been here all along. 
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Wedgewood helps Stars get past Hurricanes in debut 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Scott Wedgewood made 44 saves in his 
Dallas Stars debut, a 4-3 shootout win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Roope Hintz scored two goals, and Joe Pavelski and Jason 
Robertson each had two assists for the Stars (36-24-3), who 
have won three in a row. Tyler Seguin scored the only goal in 
the shootout. 

Wedgewood was acquired in a trade with the Arizona 
Coyotes on Sunday for a conditional fourth-round pick in the 
2023 NHL Draft. He stopped Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov on 2-on-1 chances in the final 1:28 of overtime. 

"I think I was a little nervous to get going and make a first 
impression," said Wedgewood, who made 18 saves in the 
first period. "A couple rebounds early on actually led to more 
chances than I would have liked, but after that first 10-minute 
barrage, I settled into myself and went back to the basics of 
how I've been playing. It was a good night all around." 

Nino Niederreiter scored twice, and Brady Skjei had two 
assists for the Hurricanes (42-15-7), who have lost five of six. 
Frederik Andersen made 12 saves. 

"I don't know if I've seen a better game in 20 years of being 
here," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "As far as 
doing everything we were trying to do, we just didn't get it in 
the net as much as we would like." 

Jamie Benn gave the Stars a 1-0 lead 30 seconds into the 
second period when his centering pass deflected into the net 
off the stick of Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole. 

Niederreiter tied it 1-1 from the slot at 6:44 after Skjei 
intercepted a pass and fed him. 

Vincent Trocheck put the Hurricanes ahead 2-1 with a 
power-play goal at 2:43 of the third period. Wedgewood 
stopped Aho's shot from the slot, but Trocheck scored on the 
rebound at the top of the crease. 

Hintz tied it 2-2 at 3:43 from between the circles off a pass 
from Pavelski. 

"I knew if I just beat the guy through the middle, he's going to 
find me," Hintz said of Pavelski. "There were two times that 
happened today, and it's nice that he sees it so well." 

Niederreiter gave Carolina a 3-2 lead at 10:24 when he 
redirected a Skjei shot. 

"I feel like we dominated that game," Niederreiter said. "We 
had a lot of shots on net. Right now, we've just got to stay 
positive and find a way to get some greasy goals. It's not 
been easy, that's for sure." 

Hintz tied it 3-3 at 11:23 with a backhand in the slot. 

Andersen stopped Michael Raffl on a penalty shot at 14:09.  

The Stars were outshot 47-15, their largest differential of the 
season. 

"We were badly outplayed tonight by Carolina. They played 
an outstanding game," Dallas coach Rick Bowness said. 
"There were two reasons we won. Obviously, Wedgewood 
was the biggest difference in the game, but I also liked our 
resiliency in the third when they scored and we came right 
back. Roope's line came up huge when we needed it." 

NOTES: Vladislav Namestnikov made his Stars debut after 
being acquired Monday in a trade with the Detroit Red Wings 
for a fourth-round pick in the 2024 NHL Draft. The forward 
had two hits and played 10:21. ... Pavelski has scored six 
points (one goal, five assists) during a three-game point 
streak. ... Hintz has scored six points (five goals, one assist) 
during a three-game point streak. He has scored in three 
straight games. ... Max Domi played 10:41 in his Hurricanes 
debut. The forward was acquired from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Monday in a three-way trade involving the Florida 
Panthers. 
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Wedgewood wins debut as Stars top Hurricanes 4-3 in shootout 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Scott Wedgewood made quite a first 
impression with the Dallas Stars in leading them to their third 
win in a row. 

Wedgewood’s first game in net with the Stars was a record-
setter and he was further rewarded when Tyler Seguin 
scored in the shootout for a 4-3 victory against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

“I think I was a little nervous just to get going and make a 
good impression,” Wedgewood said after stopping 44 shots 
and then denying all three of Carolina’s shootout attempts. 

It was the most saves in franchise history for a goalie playing 
his first game with the team, breaking the record of 43 set 
nearly 38 years ago by Jon Casey for the Minnesota North 
Stars. 

“He stole that game for us tonight, there’s no question,” Stars 
coach Rick Bowness said. 

Roope Hintz had two Dallas goals in regulation after Jamie 
Benn scored the game’s first goal. Jason Robertson added 
two assists. 

Nino Niederreiter had two goals and Vincent Trocheck 
scored the other one for the Hurricanes. Brady Skjei set up 
both of Niederreiter’s goals. 

Frederik Andersen was credited with 12 saves for Carolina. 
He stopped Michael Raffi’s penalty shot with 5:51 to play in 
regulation when the score was tied. 

“If we play like that, we’re going to win a lot of hockey 
games,” Skjei said. 

Wedgewood is with his third team this season. He began 
with New Jersey and then was acquired by Dallas this week 
from the Arizona Coyotes. 

The 29-year-old Wedgewood was playing his 70th NHL 
game. He has been up and down from the minors, put on 
waivers and traded twice this season. Through it all, he said 
he just wants to make a difference. 

“Take it all in stride and obviously make the most of it,” he 
said. 

The Hurricanes figured they did enough for a better result. 

“I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 20 years being 
here as far as doing everything we were trying to do,” coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “We just didn’t get it in the net as 

much as we’d like, and then we lost the talent show at the 
end.” 

Hintz tied the game with his team-leading 27th goal at 3:43 
of the third period. That came one minute after Trocheck’s 
tying goal off a power-play rebound for Carolina. 

Niederreiter posted his second goal at 10:24 of the third. 
Hintz responded 59 seconds later. 

“He seems to find a way to score big goals when we need it,” 
Benn said. 

Benn converted on the first shot of the second period after 
the Hurricanes controlled the first period without scoring. 
Alexander Radulov’s pinpoint pass set up Benn just 30 
seconds in. 

Niederreiter tied the game when Skjei’s pass found him in 
the slot at 6:44 of the second. 

“We were badly outplayed by Carolina,” Bowness said. 
“That’s as poor of a game we’ve had managing the puck.” 

The Hurricanes built an 18-4 advantage in shots on goal in 
the first period. In the past three Carolina games, neither 
team has scored in the opening period. 

“Right now, we’ve just got to stay positive and find a way to 
get some greasy goals,” Niederreiter said. “I feel like at the 
beginning of the year, all the pucks just found a way to go 
in.” 

NEWCOMERS NIGHT 

Vladislav Namestnikov made his Stars debut after he was 
obtained in a trade with Detroit. The forward was on the 
receiving end of a series of punches from Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce, who drew instigator and 
misconduct penalties early in the second period. 

Carolina forward Max Domi played his first game for the 
Hurricanes following this week’s trade from Columbus. 

PROBLEMS AT HOME  

The Hurricanes won only once during a four-game 
homestand, going 1-1-2. Yet at 24-5-4, they have one of the 
top home-ice records in the league. 

UP NEXT 

Stars: Host the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: At the St. Louis Blues on Saturday night. 
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St. Louis hosts Carolina, looks to break home skid 

Carolina Hurricanes (42-15-7, first in the Metropolitan) vs. St. 
Louis Blues (35-19-9, third in the Central) 

St. Louis; Saturday, 8 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: St. Louis hosts Carolina looking to stop its 
three-game home skid. 

The Blues are 20-8-4 at home. St. Louis leads the Western 
Conference with 6.2 assists per game, led by Robert 
Thomas averaging 0.7. 

The Hurricanes have gone 18-10-3 away from home. 
Carolina is 10th in the league averaging 3.2 goals per game, 
led by Sebastian Aho with 28. 

Carolina knocked off St. Louis 3-2 in the last meeting 
between these teams on Nov. 13. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jordan Kyrou leads the Blues with 22 
goals and has 61 points. Brayden Schenn has nine assists 
over the last 10 games for St. Louis. 

Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes with a plus-19 in 46 
games this season. Aho has 7 points over the last 10 games 
for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blues: 3-4-3, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.7 
assists, 4.2 penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.1 goals per game with an .897 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.9 assists, 3.2 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals 
per game with a .927 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Blues: Torey Krug: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (undisclosed). 
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Canes fall short despite heavily outshooting Stars 

By Ryan Henkel  

It was a game of call and response all night long Thursday 
as the Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars kept scoring 
right off each other’s heels as eventually the Canes fell 4-3 in 
the shootout. 

It was yet another case of a backup goaltender posting a 
ridiculous amount of saves against the Hurricanes’ onslaught 
as Scott Wedgewood turned aside 44 shots n his Stars 
debut, leaving the Canes still searching for answers on how 
to turn these chances into goals. 

It was also not a great game for Frederik Andersen who 
turned aside only 12 shots. He had his moments, like the 
early first period save on Jason Robertson and the penalty 
shot by Michael Raffl, but the team needed him to make at 
least one more save. 

It was, again, a dominant start for the Hurricanes as the top 
line got the energy going early with a flurry of chances. 
Carolina easily controlled play through the initial 20 minutes, 
outshooting the Stars 18-4, but Wedgewood stood on his 
head to keep the game even. 

Stop me if you’ve heard that one before with cut and paste 
random goalie here. 

And as you could have predicted with that sort of dominance 
with nothing to show, the Stars were the ones to open the 
scoring early into the second. 

Well, the Hurricanes helped it along as the goal ended up 
being an own-goal. As Jamie Benn tried to send a pass 
across the ice, Ian Cole swatted at it and redirected it straight 
into his own net.  

So despite the dominance, Carolina was in a hole off of an 
unlucky bounce. 

And to add to the misery, Brett Pesce was given a 
misconduct penalty after he had to take matters into his own 
hands after catching an elbow from Vladislav Namestnikov, 
so he would be out for the rest of the second period. 

But the team stuck with it and Brady Skjei executed a perfect 
pinch and pass to Nino Niederreiter in the slot who knocked 
it home. 

Early into the third period, the Hurricanes were finally 
awarded their first power play opportunity of the game — 
despite having outshot the Stars 34-9 and controlling the 
majority of play at that point — and it was for one of the only 
non-subjective calls in the game: delay of game for puck 
over the glass. 

The Hurricanes power play got to work though and it didn’t 
take long for Vincent Trocheck to put his team ahead after 
collecting a Sebastian Aho rebound and tucking it in past 
Wedgewood. 

However, exactly a minute after that go-ahead goal, the 
Stars’ top line struck.  

Unmarked in the slot, Roope Hintz stood still and waited for 
Joe Pavelski to find him for the tying goal. 

And just like that, all the hard work to get ahead was lost. 

But the Hurricanes just kept chugging away and eventually 
they retook the lead as Skjei found Niederreiter again, this 
time as the Swiss winger was cruising through the slot where 
he redirected the shot up over Wedgewood. 

Like clockwork though, Hintz was there to deflate the Canes 
again this time as he blew past the flatfooted defense of the 
Canes and cut across the front of the net, depositing a 
backhander past Andersen. 

Another deflating feeling. 

Despite a couple more egregious non-calls as regulation 
expired, the Canes were still buzzing into OT, but 
Wedgewood made his biggest stops of the night in 
succession, robbing Aho and then Necas a few seconds 
later. 

The Hurricanes were whistled for a late trip, but the team 
held out for the remainder of overtime. 

In the shootout, Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony 
DeAngelo were all stopped by Wedgewood with Tyler Seguin 
was the lone scorer to win the game. 

The Canes now hit the road for a mini road trip with the first 
stop being in St. Louis to take on the Blues Saturday at 8 
p.m. EST. 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Niederreiter on shootout loss 
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By Ryan Henkel and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes came up short to the Dallas Stars 
Thursday night at PNC Arena as they lost 4-3 in the 
shootout. 

Despite winning the special teams battle and a two-goal 
night by Nino Niederreiter, it wasn’t in the cards for the 
Canes as Scott Wedgewood (44 saves) outbattled Frederik 
Andersen (12 saves) to give his team the win. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Brady Skjei and Nino Niederreiter spoke with the media. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On them playing their game but things just not going the right 
way again: Yeah. I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 
20 years being here as far as doing everything we were 
trying to do. We just didn’t get it in the net as much as we’d 
like. And then we lost the talent show at the end. That’s the 
end of that.  

On the lopsided calls: What are you going to say? I need you 
guys to write about it. You guys need to say what you want 
to say. It’s a little tough. Fortwo periods we don’t have a 
power play, and we have the puck the whole game. And 
we’re actually minus two on the penalty. The only one I didn’t 
like was Trocheck had a beef there. He got cross checked 
right in front of the ref. He gave it to the ref coming up the 
ice, but it certainly wasn’t that much. That was a little bit 
tough. The other ones, whatever. There’s no point in talking 
about that.  

On Seth Jarvis: He’s still figuring it out, but he’s played well 
really all year. He had a little stretch where we took him out, 
but since he’s come back you’re noticing him. That’s what 
you want out of him. He had a lot of opportunities tonight. He 
missed on a few real close. That’s what we need out of him. 

On Max Domi: That line was good. At the end I kind of didn’t 
play them as much because the way the game was going. 
But they were good. He’s going to need some time to figure 
out how we play a little bit because of the new system, but I 
thought he was effective.  

On if that was the angriest he’s ever seen Brett Pesce: For 
sure. Guys were into the game, that’s for sure.  

Brady Skjei 

On more of the same in this game: Yeah. Kind of similar to 
the last game. We played a really good game, I thought, 
overall. We created a lot of chances. The shots were pretty 
mismatched. If we play like that, we’re going to win a lot of 
hockey games. We all know that. Obviously a tough result 
tonight, but we played well and got a point. We’ll move on 
from this one and keep playing the same way.  

On Brett Pesce jumping up and defending himself: It’s good 
to see. I didn’t really see the hit so I can’t comment on it, but 
it’s nice to see he stuck up for himself and did that. That was 
awesome.  

On the frustration of not getting some calls: Yeah. Obviously 
I don’t need to comment on the officials. It’s out of my 

control. But we’d obviously like to get a few more power 
plays. That’s just how the game went.  

On how difficult it is to keep a positive mindset when they 
aren’t getting two points: As a team, we know that were in a 
little bit of a rough patch right now. You could say that. But 
we know that’s the way we need to play. We’re all still 
confident. If we play like that, we’re going to win a lot of 
games. We make it really hard on teams. We’ve just got to 
keep playing like that, and we’re definitely still confident and 
optimistic in that room. 

On if he’ll be looking for Niederreiter extra hard next game: 
Yeah, we’ll see. He found some good areas for me. We 
always talking of him having his stick on the ice, and he did a 
great job on his two goals. He scored them and got open and 
made the plays to finish them.  

On if the first Niederreiter goal was a textbook play for him: I 
don’t want to say it’s textbook, but I made a read and it 
obviously worked out. Nino was wide open in the slot. That’s 
what’s nice about our system, our D are able to jump up into 
the play. We feel like we can meet the puck and we’re able 
to go. It definitely opens up those types of chances.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On keeping confidence up despite the results: It’s tough. I 
feel that we did a lot of good things out there and I feel like 
we dominated that game and had a lot of chances. We had a 
lot of shots on net, but right now we just have to stay positive 
and find a way to get some greasy goals. It’s definitely not 
been easy, that’s for sure. 

On him and Brady Skjei’s connection: We found each other 
pretty nice today, which I told him we have to keep doing 
that. It was two terrific plays by him and I had the chance to 
finish them. Felt good, but at the end of the day, we came up 
short and that kind of stinks. 

On getting frustrated by hot goaltenders: I feel like at the 
beginning of the year, all the pucks just found a way to go in. 
Now, I feel like the luck isn’t on our side just right now. But at 
the end of the day, we just have to keep doing what we’ve 
been doing and keep shooting the puck on net and have a 
chance to get a little more traffic on net to make it not too 
easy for them. Overall, we just have to keep playing like 
we’ve been doing and eventually the luck will turn to our side 
again. 

On the lack of calls the team gets: It’s tough to say 
sometimes. We’re a team that may yell a lot to the refs and 
maybe the refs don’t like us as much as we are hoping for, 
but at the end of the day, the game goes sometimes that 
way, sometimes the other way. Just have to stick with it. 

On Vincent Trocheck’s unsportsmanlike penalty: It’s tough. 
Those are things we can’t control, so we try not to worry 
about them too much. We killed it off, I believe, but it’s tough. 
You want to do the right things out there and sometimes you 
get the right call and sometimes you don’t and you just have 
to find someway to stay out of the box. Just outwork them 
and hopefully we get more calls for us. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259747755.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/scoring-woes-sink-hurricanes-again-in-shootout-loss-to-dallas/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-domis-arrival-and-transition-to-the-canes/c-332202526 

https://www.nhl.com/news/dallas-stars-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332206868 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-roope-hintz-dallas-stars-hockey-e5a56dabfc23a29e25297ab21d3dd96c 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-st-louis-blues-st-louis-carolina-hurricanes-855a984275e94c8b85ffe60fd05ffbdc 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/24/22995397/carolina-hurricanes-fall-short-despite-heavily-outshooting-dallas-stars 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/24/22995400/they-said-it-brindamour-skjei-niederreiter-on-shootout-loss-carolina-hurricanes 
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Tyler Seguin, Stars tip Hurricanes in shootout as Canes lose fifth in six 
games 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had another one of those games Thursday. 

The Canes badly outshot their opponent. 

They kept the puck in the offensive zone much of the game, all the better 
for compiling some nice looking analytics. They controlled the pace much 
of the game, twice took the lead. And lost. 

The Dallas Stars emerged from a shootout with a 4-3 victory at PNC 
Arena, rewarding goalie Scott Wedgewood in his first game since his 
trade from Arizona on Monday with a victory. 

The Canes had 47 shots while allowing a season-low 15. They had 81 
total shooting attempts to the Stars’ 30. 

Two of Wedgewood’s biggest stops came in overtime, when he first 
denied Sebastian Aho on a two-on-one rush and then stopped a Martin 
Necas one-timer. In the shootout, he turned back less-than-dangerous 
attempts by Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo 
while the Stars’ Tyler Seguin and Jason Robertson beat goalie Frederik 
Andersen -- Seguin with the game-deciding goal. 

“It’s tough. We did a lot of good things out there,” Canes forward Nino 
Niederreiter said. 

Neiderreiter did. He scored twice, both on nice assists from defenseman 
Brady Skjei, while the Canes’ third goal was a power-play score from 
Trocheck early in the third. 

“It felt like we dominated that game,” Niederreiter said. “We had a lot of 
chances and a lot of shots on net. We have to find a way to stay positive 
and get some greasy goals.” 

It was the second time in three games the Canes (42-15-7) were stymied 
and left frustrated by a goalie who picked PNC Arena to play his best 
game of the season. The New York Rangers’ Alexandar Georgiev had 44 
saves Sunday in a 2-0 win over Carolina and Wedgewood came into 
Thursday’s game with a 3.16 goals-against average, albeit with the 
Coyotes. 

“At the beginning of the year all the pucks found a way to go in and right 
now we feel like the luck is not quite on our side,” Niederreiter said. “But 
we’ve got to keep doing what we’re doing. We’ve got to keep shooting 
the puck on net, maybe get more traffic in front of them. But overall we’ve 
got to keep playing the way we’ve been doing and eventually the luck will 
start turning on our side again.” 

The Canes could use more guys finishing, not shooting. They had eight 
players with four or more shots in the game. Only Niederreiter and 
Trocheck scored, Trocheck banging in a rebound of an Aho shot. 

Maybe Max Domi will help. The forward, obtained Monday from 
Columbus in a three-team trade, put in his first game in a Canes uniform 
and was in the starting lineup. 

“He just needs some time to figure out how we play,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I thought he was effective.” 

Domi was used on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line with Derek Stepan, getting 
10:41 of ice time and finishing with one shot and four hits. 

“I think with Max he brings a component that’s grit and compete, but what 
I like is his compete,” Stepan said Thursday. “I think that’s something that 
will mesh well with our group.” 

The Stars (36-24-3), fighting for playoff position in the Western 
Conference, made their meager amount of shots count. Roope Hintz 
scored twice, both a minutes after the Canes had scored. Jamie Benn 
had a pass hit the stick of Canes defenseman Ian Cole and get past 
Andersen. 
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Andersen’s biggest stop came against Michael Raffl with 5:51 left in 
regulation and the score 3-3. Raffl was awarded a penalty shot after 
being hooked by DeAngelo on a breakaway but had his backhand 
attempt stopped by Andersen at the post. 

There were a few testy moments in the game. At 3:46 of the second 
period, Canes defenseman Brett Pesce took an elbow in the head from 
Vladislav Namestnikov, another trade deadline pickup by the Stars. 
Pesce dropped the gloves and pretty much pummeled Namestnikov. 

Brind’Amour said it was the maddest he has seen Pesce during a game. 

“Guys were into the game, that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour said. 

This story was originally published March 24, 2022 9:55 PM. 
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Vincent Trocheck Q&A: Rod Brind'Amour's tea drinking, scariest 
Hurricanes' first-round opponent, dogs and more 

 

Sara Civian 

 

The Athletic caught up with Hurricanes center and pending UFA Vincent 
Trocheck Wednesday to talk about, well, a little bit of everything. Below is 
a transcript of the conversation, which ended up feeling like a hockey 
edition of Vogue’s 73 Questions series. 

What was your concern level with being traded at the deadline Monday? 

Not too much. I was just trying to think of it like, “If I get traded, I get 
traded.” 

(Hurricanes head coach) Rod (Brind’Amour) had been saying for a while 
he wanted to keep the group together. Are you guys really close this year 
or what has the vibe been? 

Yeah, I mean Max (Domi) is a nice piece for us, but I think we like the 
way our team is. We’ve been playing pretty well and we didn’t want to do 
too much, make too many changes or stir up the team too much. There’s 
a lot that goes into it, a lot of times it’s tough for a new guy to come in 
and get acclimated and immediately make an impact — especially in our 
system. With how well we’ve been playing this season, I don’t think they 
wanted to risk maybe having more than a few guys come in and not 
working as well as we have been right now. 

When you look around the Metropolitan Division after the trade deadline, 
who is the scariest potential first-round opponent? 

Obviously the East is ridiculously stacked, and the Metro, too. There’s a 
lot of really good teams and I don’t know if there’s one I’m scared of. I 
like our chances against any of them. At the same time, Washington is 
obviously a hard-fought battle — maybe that one. 

You talk about the system, what do you think doesn’t get talked about 
enough about this Canes group, and what do you think is over-hyped? 

That’s a good question. Our PK – it’s not that it’s not talked about, it is 
the No. 1 PK in the league and I think it’s gotten some recognition. But 
it’s been phenomenal this year. And everyone knows, that’s kind of our 
identity — how tight we play, how good we are defensively and obviously 
we added Freddie (Andersen) this year and him being the backbone of 
the team has been a huge help defensively. 

Yeah, did you know if you guys finish at the pace you’re going, this could 
end up the best penalty kill of all time in certain metrics (well, since 
analytics have been recorded, obviously)? 

Yeah, I mean I remember looking at numbers and percentages for the 
past couple years, and the better PKs in the league were around 84-85 
percent. We’re around 90 percent right now. 

*Dogs barking* 

What breed of dog do you have? 

I have two actually, a golden doodle and a golden retriever. 

So we went over the penalty kill, what’s the most over-hyped thing about 
the Canes? 

The Storm Surge might be. 

I was actually going to ask later, is the Storm Surge over? 

No, I don’t think it’s over. I don’t think we’re going to do anything crazy 
like we used to. Well, since I got here with there being no fans and 
everything we haven’t done anything crazy, then we’ve toned it down a 
bit. I think it’s still good for the fans to get involved and it gets people in 
the seats. I don’t think it’s over. 

What is one thing the outside world doesn’t know about Rod 
Brind’Amour? 

Well, everybody knows he’s jacked. He’s a big tea drinker. He doesn’t 
drink coffee, he drinks tea — lot’s of it. 

OK, like, green tea? Sweet tea? Regular tea? 

Hot tea. I don’t know his flavor preferences. 

I also wanted to ask because I’ve seen you put together some outfits — I 
like the pinstripes. Who do you think is the best-dressed player on the 
team? 

There’s a couple guys. Fishy (Sebastian Aho) has stepped up his game 
this year. Freddie’s got some good style. Nechy (Martin Necas) has that 
new hipster or hip, whatever the kids are doing these day’s Nechy is up 
to date with all of that. He’s big into the socks, he loves, like having 
different kinds of socks and making them visible whenever he’s wearing 
long pants. I don’t understand it, but he pulls it off. 

Which Troch fit is your favorite? pic.twitter.com/NawDTiS7KU 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 21, 2021 

Any update on contract talks? 

No, not really. I think we’re just trying to make sure we’re focusing on 
hockey and winning the Stanley Cup before we figure anything else out. 

Do you think it will get done with the Canes? 

I hope. 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 
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Blues can't build on win, fall to Flyers 5-2 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

The Blues continue to have the toughest time turning a corner. 

The solution to consistent play continues to lie just out of reach for the 
Blues, who let two points slip away against one of the surest sources of 
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two points in the NHL, the visiting Philadelphia Flyers, who came in 
having lost 13 in a row on the road, a tidy 0 for 2022. After seeing the 
blueprint for what they needed to do in their win over Washington on 
Tuesday, the Blues went off script and lost to the Flyers 5-2 on Thursday 
before another sellout crowd at Enterprise Center that was able to head 
for the exits early. The Blues fell behind early 2-0 and never could get out 
of that hole. 

This loss was not good. They are 1-2-2 in their past five, 3-5-3 in March 
and every time it looks like they’ve figured things out, there’s a 
convenient wall nearby, waiting for them to crash into. 

“I think we just didn’t play our game at all,” said defenseman Justin Faulk, 
cutting to the chase. “The work ethic wasn’t there, the compete level and 
intensity wasn’t there from a lot of guys — I’m very much in that group. 
Didn’t have a good game by any means. But that’s just not acceptable. 
We’ve kind of had that. It’s been a little bit of a theme, starting slow and 
thinking we can score our way through in the seconds and thirds and 
finding ourselves back in games and then win. Sure, certainly at times 
that’s going to happen. To think that that’s going to continually happen 
and think you’re going to be at the right side of things more times than 
not, it’s not true. Every team in this league, whether it’s the Flyers who 
are out of the playoffs or a Colorado, guys are going to play hard and 
make it tough on you and we got what we deserved tonight.” 

People are also reading… 

Blues coach Craig Berube totally agreed: The Blues went 0 for 3 in 
having work ethic, compete level and intensity. “That’s all it is,” he said. 
“One hundred percent, because when we do it, we did it tonight at times 
for a lot of the game, but we’re down 2-0 again. You can’t just give teams 
a 2-0 lead. We’re not starting a game that way.” 

In the third period, as the Blues tried to battle back, Berube went to three 
lines, and it wasn’t the fourth line that disappeared. Jordan Kyrou played 
just two shifts in the third period and wasn’t on the ice in the final 14:27. 
Ivan Barbashev played just three shifts and wasn’t on the ice in the final 
12:52. He played just 7:52 in the whole game. 

It was the latest in a line of games where the Blues have struggled 
against teams at the bottom of the standings. Against the bottom six 
teams in the NHL standings, the Blues have lost to all of them once 
except for Seattle, which still has one more shot at them. These teams 
may be playing loose because they have nothing to play for but their 
jobs, but other teams seem to have figured out how to beat them. The 
Blues are 11-6-3 against the 10 worst teams in the league. 

Asked if the Blues were playing down to their opponents’ level, Faulk 
couldn’t avoid the numbers. “It sure looks like it, right?” he said. “I could 
sit here and say it’s not, but if that’s our record against the bottom teams 
… that sure shows it, right? You can argue it to a certain extent, but if this 
it’s the product we put on the ice, it sure looks like we play down to it, 
yeah.” 

“We play well against good teams like in Washington the other night,” 
Berube said, “and then we come home and we’re playing against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. I don’t know if it’s arrogance or what it is. But you 
don’t compete in the game, you don’t work, you can get embarrassed like 
we did tonight.” 

Berube doubled down. “Arrogance. For sure, is part of it,” he said. 

The Blues got goals from Vladimir Tarasenko and Alexei Toropchenko, 
but not David Perron, who saw his goal streak snapped at seven games. 
Jordan Binnington got the start in goal after three straight Ville Husso 
starts and, after beating Philadelphia earlier this season, is 0-3-1 in his 
past four starts. Philadelphia got two of their goals on rebounds, and a 
third that went in off of Binnington. 

The Blues fell behind 2-0 in the first period, and it could have been 
worse. It took the Blues 11 minutes to have a shot on goal in the first 
period, and they finished with four. 

“At the start of the game, we didn’t shoot, that’s for sure,” said Berube, 
with a chuckle that conveyed his bafflement. “We had some real good 
opportunities early and just passed them up. And then, you know, what I 
see is just a team that skated and outworked us in the first period, that’s 
the easiest way to put it. … (Passing up shots) is a huge problem on this 
team.” 

“We made the game super easy on them,” said Faulk. “We have a 
chance to see who’s committed to playing those games. They’re not in 
the playoffs and it’s an opportunity to kind of push them out and see if 
they really want to play a hard game because sometimes they don’t. I’ve 
lived it, seen that plenty of times. You can push a team out that’s not 
really playing for much, but we just let them get a jump on us and gave 
them some energy and we had nothing to slow them up really 
essentially.” 
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Blues notebook: Krug out week-to-week with upper body injury 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

Defenseman Torey Krug will be out at least a week and maybe more with 
an injury to his hand or wrist sustained Tuesday in Washington. 

The Blues are saying Krug is week-to-week with an upper-body injury. 
Krug took a slash on his left hand from Washington’s Nick Jensen at the 
end of a power play in the second period. Krug finished his shift playing 
with just his right hand on his stick, dropping the puck for a teammate 
and then going directly to the bench and to the locker room. He did not 
return. 

“It’s really tough,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “Valuable player for 
us. It is what it is but it’s a tough loss for sure. … It didn’t look like much, 
but obviously it is.” 

“Big part of our defense,” defenseman Colton Parayko said. “I guess 
what we’ve done all year is next man in. Down the stretch here we’ve got 
a lot of games, so it’s going to be a lot of maintenance and stuff like that 
for us. But tough to lose Kruger, the type of player who brings a lot of 
value to our team and tough to see.” 

With Krug out, Marco Scandella moved into the spot alongside Justin 
Faulk and Niko Mikkola skated with Robert Bortuzzo. 

The acquisition of veteran defenseman Nick Leddy at the trade deadline 
now figures even bigger in the absence of Krug. Leddy moved into Krug’s 
spot quarterbacking the first power-play unit on Thursday. 

“For sure,” Berube said. “He’s an experienced guy who’s been around 
and played a lot of situations, so he’ll be able to do the job I believe. He’s 
played power play a lot in his career, so we’ll see how it goes. We might 
have to do some mixing and matching here. We’ll see how it works out 
with the PP.” 

With the team down to six healthy defenseman, Calle Rosen was called 
up from Springfield on Thursday evening, the fourth time this season 
Rosen has been called up. Tyler Bozak was placed on injured reserve. 

Springfield love 

In the tunnel prior to Tuesday’s game in Washington, cameras caught 
Blues forward Alexei Toropchenko leaning over and kissing forward 
Nathan Walker on the helmet. The two have spent much of the season 
as teammates in the AHL with Springfield. 
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“I guess just a little handshake thing that we got going on,” Walker said. 
“We’ve kind of been doing it all year so it was only fitting that we kept it 
rolling up here.” 

It’s also made possible by Toropchenko being almost a foot taller than 
Walker. Torpchenko is listed at 6-6, Walker at 5-9. 

“Maybe that’s why,” Walker said. “I think he’s kind of looking over me so 
it’s the only thing you can do. I don’t have to do too much.” 

Yeo’s back 

Mike Yeo was behind the bench with the Flyers as interim coach on 
Thursday. The Blues team he saw on the other side looks less and less 
like the one he coached. After Oskar Sundqvist was traded to Detroit for 
Nick Leddy. The Blues are down to 10 players who saw action in the 
Stanley Cup in the year Yeo was fired (plus Jordan Kyrou and Mackenzie 
MacEachern, who were around that season but didn’t play in the Final), 
but they still are near the top of the Western Conference standings. 

“I think a lot of the core is still the same,” Yeo said. “Oskar was obviously 
a real big part of that, he played real well against us in Detroit (on 
Wednesday). Real heavy body and just a guy that fits the way they play 
the game as far as being hard to play against. A lot of the pieces are still 
there and one thing (Doug Armstrong) does is he’s got a pretty good 
sense of the identity that he wants with this hockey team and there’s 
always going to be moving parts, but more often than not the game is 
going to look very similar with new bodies coming in, so obviously, still a 
real, real solid hockey team over there. The amount of skill they have, the 
way they’re able to create, but also they’ve got size, they’ve got weight.” 
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Who is Alexei Toropchenko? The step-by-step path of the Blues' 
prospect and why St. Louis is 'lucky to have him' 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

13-17 minutes 3/24/2022 

 

Karen Battler was on the phone with a reporter recently, and during the 
course of the conversation, she referenced the name “Alex” several 
times. 

Each time, her 5 1/2-year-old son, Parker, overheard his mom and 
interrupted. 

“Alex!” Parker said. “He’s my big brother!” 

“That’s our youngest,” Battler said, explaining the voice in the 
background. “We have another son, Nolan, who just turned 14. Alex 
wasn’t just a ‘billet’ brother to them. They call him a big brother.” 

Alex is Alexei Toropchenko, the Blues’ fourth-round pick in 2017, who at 
age 22 has become one of the team’s most promising, young players this 
season. In two call-ups from the American Hockey League’s Springfield 
(Mass.) Thunderbirds, the Russian winger has shown enough in just 12 
games that general manager Doug Armstrong decided against acquiring 
a fourth-line forward at the NHL trade deadline and gave the opportunity 
to the 6-foot-6, 218-pound prospect. 

That was fine with Blues coach Craig Berube, who liked Toropchenko in 
a five-game stint with the team earlier this season. 

“This is the second time he’s been up here, and it’s been the same 
result,” Berube said recently. “It’s just about him continuing to get better 
game in and game out. I think you’ve just got to keep an eye on it. I can’t 

predict the future on a player. All I know is that he’s a smart player, he’s 
got good hockey sense, he’s got great speed and he’s got great size. So 
he’s got a lot of good things going for him.” 

The Battlers are rooting for Toropchenko back in Ontario, Canada, where 
he lived with the family while playing two seasons for the Guelph Storm 
of the Ontario Hockey League (OHL). His mother, Juley Toropchenko, is 
watching with many emotions from Texas, where she lives after moving 
from Moscow, Russia, last year. And also pulling for him from afar is 
former Blues forward Terry Yake, who played with Toropchenko’s father, 
Leonid, in the AHL in the early 1990s. 

Born in Moscow and an admirer of Pittsburgh’s Evgeni Malkin, 
Toropchenko yearned to play in the NHL one day. His dad had been 
drafted by the Penguins in the 10th round of the 1993 draft, and while he 
never made it past the minors, his son always felt his dream was 
possible. 

From the beginning, Toropchenko had only one path in mind. 

“I wanted to be step-by-step from like minor leagues to be in the best 
league in the world,” he said. “You cannot jump over your head. You just 
need to be better and better and your time will come.” 

So in 2017, Toropchenko made the decision to come to North America 
and play junior hockey. He was selected by Guelph with the No. 4 pick in 
the 2017 Canadian Hockey League (CHL) import draft. 

The Battlers volunteered to be Toropchenko’s billet family, hosting him 
while he played for the Storm. Karen remembered being with her 
husband, Todd, along with Nolan and Parker, when they picked Alex up 
for the first time from the team manager. 

“We weren’t sure about his English, but as soon as he got out of the 
(manager’s) car with his suitcase, he was like, ‘Hello new family!'” she 
said. “He was just so cute, and right away, he picked up Parker and 
started playing nerf guns with Nolan. He just fit in right away.” 

Blues forward Alexei Toropchenko with his billet family, the Battlers, in 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada. From left to right: Todd, Alex, Parker, Nolan 
and Karen. (Courtesy Battler family) 

The transition on the ice was smooth, too, as Toropchenko put up 17 
goals and 39 points in 66 games in his first season with the Storm. He 
wasn’t quite 6-6 yet, but he was big and he was fast. 

“I was skating pretty well since I was young,” he said. “It’s kind of my 
(strength) — skate and be physical. It’s just me.” 

Toropchenko recalled what his dad used to tell him. 

“Keep doing your best every game, every practice, every day,” he said. 
“It was kind of simple, but really smart.” 

Leo never got loud with his son when trying to teach him lessons about 
the game. 

“He never yelled at me, even when I made some mistakes, probably he 
knows what it is like to play,” Toropchenko said. “He knew how hard it 
was.” 

Also from Moscow, Leo had made the journey to North America nearly 
25 years earlier, playing for the AHL’s Springfield Indians in 1992-93. In 
71 games, the 6-5, 230-pound forward had 31 goals and 61 points, 
leading the team in both categories. 

Yake played part of that season in Springfield before being called up to 
the NHL. 

“‘Big Leo,’ I absolutely remember him, I sure do,” he said. “We also called 
him ‘Torp.’ He was maybe one of the first Russians I played with. He was 
a big body, and really nice guy. 

“I actually remember a goal he scored. He was really good at the side-
door tip. The puck would come straight at him. He’d be in a one-timer 
position, two feet off the crease on the backdoor, and when a puck came 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 25, 2022 

 

off the point, he would just redirect it with a chip right in the top corner. 
He was good at that.” 

The elder Toropchenko played the 1993-94 season with the Cleveland 
Lumberjacks of the International Hockey League (IHL), where he had 13 
goals and 33 points in 59 games. But he never got a call-up to the NHL, 
and when the league had a lockout at the start of the ’94-95 season, he 
returned to Russia and never came back. 

If not for that labor stoppage, Leo might’ve stayed in North America and 
kept his dream alive. 

“I think so, yeah,” the younger Toropchenko said. 

Leo played three more seasons in Russia before wrapping up his career 
in 1998, and his son was born the following year. 

The two never discussed his playing days “because he didn’t like to talk 
about it,” Toropchenko said. As he mentioned, his dad was always 
supportive growing up, but after retiring, “he maybe lost his life a little bit.” 

Then in 2017, just months before Toropchenko would depart for Canada, 
Leo did lose his life, passing away from a heart attack at age 48. 

“We woke up and my grandmother came and said, ‘He’s not breathing,'” 
he said. “It was a tough day.” 

Toropchenko’s billet family didn’t know how he would cope upon his 
arrival in Guelph. Sure, he wore a smile and interacted well with the 
family’s children, but as an only child himself, there were lonely days. 

Toropchenko asked where he could go to church and went on his own. 
He FaceTimed his mom every day back in Russia. 

“He obviously got teary-eyed talking about dad,” Karen Battler said. “His 
dad would’ve been proud of him. It’s too bad he didn’t get to see Alex 
play for the Storm because he was dynamic.” 

In his second season with the Storm, Toropchenko had 17 goals and 43 
points in 62 games, and the team won the OHL championship. 

“He was here to play hockey,” Battler said. “He wasn’t one of those kids, 
you know, they want to party. He was so focused and so determined, he 
knew his goals and, you know what, he was going to reach them. 

“He didn’t want all the flash and the money of being in the NHL. He just 
said, ‘I want to be the best hockey player I can be,’ and he wanted to be 
a great person while getting there.” 

Of the road he was taking, Toropchenko said, “For me, if you want to 
play there, you have to put a lot of work in to get there.” 

That was the impression Drew Bannister got, too, when Toropchenko 
arrived for his first full season with San Antonio Rampage, the Blues’ 
AHL affiliate, in 2019. Bannister was the coach of that club and continued 
to coach him earlier this season with the Thunderbirds. 

“He was never in a rush,” Bannister said. “He knew himself well as a 
player and he knew where he had to get to, to get to the NHL. The NHL 
is obviously everybody’s main goal when they’re playing junior hockey, 
but there are some players that are in a big rush and it hampers their 
development for many reasons. I think for Torpo, he knew where he was 
as a player and what he needed to do with his game and what he needed 
to learn.” 

Mostly, it was a matter of being comfortable playing with his ever-growing 
size. In his teens, he grew nearly six inches one year, and even since 
Bannister first met him two years ago, he’s gone from 6-3 to 6-6. 

“It was just learning how to use his size effectively to create offense for 
himself and wear defenders down,” Bannister said. “He had it down here 
and the games that I’ve watched with the Blues, you start to see a lot of 
the similarities of what he was doing down here. 

“He’s so strong, and holds onto the puck and moves his feet, that 
defenders have a hard time defending him and they end up hooking, 

holding or tripping him. They’re trying to slow him down, but in today’s 
game, you’re not able to do that.” 

In his 12 NHL games, Toropchenko has played a direct, physical game 
that has made him a noticeable player on the fourth line. At five-on-five, 
he’s delivered 32 hits and averaged 9:45 of ice time per game — that’s 
16.42 hits per 60 minutes, which is the second-highest rate on the team. 
Meanwhile, he’s drawn four minor penalties by the opposition, while 
taking just two. 

Let’s take a look at how Toropchenko’s play led to one of those drawn 
penalties. 

It happened on March 10 against the New York Rangers, a game the 
Blues were winning 4-1 in the second period. The screenshot shows him 
taking a pass from teammate Robert Thomas at the blue line leaving the 
defensive zone, and the red arrow shows the direct route that he takes 
with the puck. 

Now let’s watch the video of how the sequence unfolds … 

Toropchenko is hooked or held — take your pick — by New York’s Tim 
Gettinger, and the referee’s arm goes up. It’s a delayed penalty against 
the Rangers, and after a long shift in the offensive zone, the Blues’ Jake 
Walman scored for a 5-1 lead in an eventual 6-2 victory. 

“He reads the play well, he understands where the puck is going, he gets 
on top of it, and because of that, he draws penalties,” Berube said. “He’s 
a hard guy to handle and he drives hard to the net.” 

Let’s look at another example of how Toropchenko’s aggressive style 
created more offense for the Blues. This one came March 12 in 
Nashville, and the screenshot shows where he started. 

Now let’s watch the video of how this sequence unfolds … 

Despite being in the neutral zone, well behind the play, Toropchenko was 
able to be the first one on the puck because of his speed. That forecheck 
allowed the Blues to get the possession back to the point, where 
defenseman Torey Krug put a point shot on net. And look again who was 
screening in front of the Predators goalie when the puck goes into the net 
for a 4-3 lead in what turned out to be a 7-4 win. 

“He arrives on time,” Berube said. “That’s a big thing, arriving on time. 
Arriving on time takes brains as much as it does speed because you’ve 
got to anticipate where the puck is going. The game of hockey is fast and 
it takes a lot of anticipation, and he has that.” 

Finally, let’s look at this first NHL goal against Columbus last Saturday. 

Again, he was screening the Columbus goalie, and after defenseman 
Justin Faulk’s shot on net, Toropchenko put in the rebound. It pulled the 
Blues to within 3-2 in the second period, however, they dropped the 
game 5-4. 

“I really like his intensity,” captain Ryan O’Reilly said. “Every time he 
touches the ice, he’s working start to finish on his shifts. He finishes 
every check — big, strong, protects the puck very well. He’s been one of 
those guys that’s really helped spark momentum for us. When things 
aren’t going our way, he comes out and, just by how relentless he is, he 
finds a way to create something and pull the momentum back to us.” 

“He’s done a great job stepping in, and, to be honest, that’s the type of 
player that we need in this lineup right now,” Krug added. “He’s very 
tough, especially for a guy like me, to defend him. It’s just nice playing 
with a guy like that, too, because you know what he’s going to do before 
he gets it, and you can read the play and just be one step ahead of it. I 
think guys really appreciate that.” 

Toropchenko’s teammates like his personality, too. He might be giving 
Colton Parayko a run for the title of “Nicest Guy on the Team.” 

“Yeah, that would be a close battle there,” O’Reilly said. 

Toropchenko, who speaks fluent English, answered reporters’ questions 
at a recent press conference. (Jeremy Rutherford / The Athletic) 
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The Battlers aren’t surprised. 

“He was our third billet player, and we actually stopped billeting after him 
because we knew we wouldn’t get another kid like him,” Karen said. 
“He’s just such a genuine, nice person. St. Louis is lucky to have him. 
Once they get to know him, he’ll have many fans, not just for his hockey 
skills — him as a human.” 

Toropchenko lives with his wife of nearly three years, Polina, in St. Louis. 
His mother, Juley, visited from Texas earlier this season and got to see 
her son suit up in his second NHL game. They shared a big hug 
afterward. 

“She said my dad always told me that I would play in the NHL,” 
Toropchenko said. “It’s like I said, step by step.” 

From Springfield (Mass.), the same city in which Leo played one season 
in the AHL, to now playing in the NHL. 

“It’s a cool story and certainly well-deserved,” Bannister said. “Kudos to 
him because he’s taking advantage of the opportunity that he has up 
there.” 

Since Yake knows that Toropchenko is the son of his former teammate, 
he’ll be watching a lot closer. 

“I liked the kid already,” he said, “and now I’ll be cheering for him even 
more.” 
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Capitals look to regain their form against the lowly Sabres and Devils 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Today at 4:33 a.m. EDT 

 

The Washington Capitals enter the final five weeks of the regular season 
firmly in control of a wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference. But after 
two straight home losses, their recent play is troubling. 

Their defensive struggles — highlighted by turnovers and mental lapses 
— were on full display during Tuesday’s 5-2 loss to St. Louis. On the 
other end of the ice, Washington mustered just eight shots on goal in the 
final 40 minutes against the Blues. 

“There wasn’t much that didn’t go wrong,” defenseman Nick Jensen said. 

As the sprint to the playoffs begins, the Capitals stumble badly in a 5-2 
loss to the Blues 

The Capitals will look to reverse their fortunes Friday at Buffalo before 
returning home to play New Jersey on Saturday. The Sabres and Devils 
are well out of the postseason picture, but they have beaten a handful of 
contending teams recently. 

“Everyone is dangerous this time of year,” Capitals Coach Peter 
Laviolette said Wednesday. “Teams that are looking like they won’t make 
the playoffs, they look dangerous and carefree and are just playing for 
next year, playing loose.” 

The Capitals have shown a tendency to struggle against teams below 
them in the standings, a trend they will try to break in the next two days. 
After Buffalo and New Jersey, Washington faces a stretch of 
heavyweights: Carolina, Minnesota, Tampa Bay, Pittsburgh and Boston. 

“It’s games like Carolina that are easy to get up for,” Jensen said. “That is 
a playoff-style game — you know it is coming. But if you are facing a 

team that might not even be in the picture of the playoffs … you could 
think you have that game in the bag already before you step on the ice, 
and that’s the totally wrong attitude to have.” 

Washington appeared to be heading in the right direction earlier this 
month, when a 7-0-1 stretch made it the hottest team in the NHL. 

Winger Anthony Mantha, who has been strong in his return from shoulder 
surgery, was a key factor in that stretch. His physicality and playmaking 
have been a welcome presence on the second line alongside Nicklas 
Backstrom and Tom Wilson. Mantha’s return allowed Laviolette to tinker 
with his lines in search of balance among the forwards. 

“When he gets moving, he can be physical, he can be dangerous on the 
attack, and it is hard to get it away from him,” Laviolette said. 

Still, the Capitals are dealing with injury issues. It is unclear whether 
injured forwards Nic Dowd and T.J. Oshie will play against the Sabres. 
Oshie has missed the past three games; Dowd has missed two in a row. 
The Capitals may have to dress an unconventional lineup of 11 forwards 
and seven defensemen again, as they did in the loss to the Blues, if 
Oshie and Dowd are unavailable. 

Trevor van Riemsdyk is on injured reserve and ineligible to return until 
Saturday at the earliest. Fellow defenseman John Carlson played his 
normal minutes against the Blues but remains banged up. He was 
shoved into the end boards late in Sunday’s loss to Dallas. 

Hathaway fined for diving 

Winger Garnet Hathaway was fined $2,000 for diving/embellishment, the 
NHL announced Thursday. 

Hathaway was issued a warning after Washington’s Feb. 24 game at the 
New York Rangers. His second citation, which led to the fine, came 
during last Friday’s game at Carolina. If Hathaway is assessed another 
citation, he will be fined $3,000. 
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Eller compares Vancouver quarantine to ‘nice prison cell’ 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

Capitals center Lars Eller has had some tough luck this season. Twice, 
he’s tested positive for the coronavirus and twice, it’s been on the road. 
Eller is vaccinated but both NHL protocols and local regulations have 
required that he quarantine for an extended period of time. 

His first experience with quarantine came in Anaheim, where he was 
scratched from the Capitals’ Nov. 16 game against the Ducks just four 
hours before puck drop. He remained there for 10 days before he was 
allowed to return to D.C. Eller told reporters ahead of his first game back, 
“I hope I don't have to do it again anytime soon.” 

Well, anytime soon turned out to be two months. Eller landed in the 
NHL’s COVID protocol once again March 14, still in Vancouver following 
a game against the Canucks. The veteran center detailed his experience 
in an interview with 106.7 The Fan’s Sports Junkies on Thursday 
morning. 

“I had to really spend all of the time in my room,” Eller said. “I got some 
workout gear in there. The Canucks’ trainer was nice enough to come 
drop off some workout stuff.” He added that all of his meals were 
delivered via room service and it felt like “a nice prison cell with really 
good food.” 
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In addition to using the resistance bands and dumbbells the Canucks 
provided for him, Eller passed the time watching TV and completing real 
estate courses. He wasn’t allowed to leave the room at all, citing British 
Columbia being “pretty strict with their rules.” 

“It’s brutal,” Eller said. “I knew right away, I tried to get into a routine of 
getting some habits so you don’t go crazy and just look at the wall all day 
or get too anxious.” 

Eller returned to the ice Sunday for Washington’s game against Dallas, 
nine days after his last appearance. He’s tallied nine goals and 14 assists 
in 55 games this season. 
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Larsson comes to Capitals excited for his first playoff push 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

As the Capitals took to the ice for practice on Wednesday, a new face 
joined them. Johan Larsson, acquired Monday at the trade deadline from 
the Arizona Coyotes, was on the ice for the first time with his new team. 
He skated with a blue non-contact jersey and worked out with the other 
injured players T.J. Oshie and Nic Dowd, but it allowed his new 
teammates and coaches their first look at the new winger. 

“He looks good out there," head coach Peter Laviolette said. "He’s just 
got into some contact and get back into some routine. He hasn’t done 
much for a couple months, so it’s just kind of been slow. So hopefully he 
progresses to losing that color and getting into a bunch of good 
practices.” 

“It’s always different coming to a new team but so far it’s been good," 
Larsson said. "I feel like this group has been together for a while so it is 
pretty easy to come in here. They are a confident group. They know they 
can do it so it is fun to come here.” 

Larsson comes to Washington from Arizona where he played 81 total 
games over the last two seasons. Prior to that, he spent seven seasons 
with the Buffalo Sabres. His coming to Washington now gives him 
something he has never had in his NHL career: a postseason. 

Despite a career that has spanned 10 seasons and 474 games, Larsson 
has never played in the playoffs. He played one game for a Minnesota 
Wild team that would go on to the postseason in 2012-13, but since 
becoming a full-time NHL player, Larsson has not gotten to experience 
playoff hockey for himself. 

Now not only has he been dropped into a team hoping to make a deep 
run, he also stands to hold a key role on that team. 

With Carl Hagelin out long-term with an eye injury, Larsson looks like a fit 
to take that spot on the fourth line. 

Larsson said the coaches had not discussed with him what his specific 
role on the team would be other than just to, "Be a good solid two-way 
player." 

“We’ve always liked Larsson, even when he was in Buffalo,” general 
manager Brian MacLellan said Monday. “He was a real good defensive 
player, he’s versatile, he can play center, he can play wing, kills 
penalties, very responsible player, good five-on-five guy. I think there’s 
multiple uses for him also, and adding center depth if injuries occur is 
important for us, too.” 

But it may be a while before we see just how good of a fit Larsson really 
is. 

Larsson is still recovering from sports hernia surgery he underwent in 
February, hence the non-contact jersey at Wednesday's practice. There 
is no timeline for his return, but he and the team are hopeful that will be 
in the coming days. 

"We’ll go day by day with it, but it’s going to be a little bit," Laviolette said. 
"Probably a week or 10 days or so.’ 

Until then, Larsson will have to bid his time and prepare for the first 
playoff push of his career. 

Said Larsson, “I’m very excited to come here, come to this team and join 
them here and have a push for the playoffs.” 
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Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh exits game with injury 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

2-2 minutes 3/25/2022 

 

BOSTON ― The status of Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh was 
uncertain Thursday night after he left Tampa Bay’s 3-2 loss to Boston in 
the third period after blocking a shot. 

McDonagh blocked defenseman Brandon Carlo’s wrist shot from the slot 
with 6:02 remaining in the period. He skated off the ice and immediately 
went down the tunnel. 

He returned briefly for a 24-second shift, but that was his only ice time in 
the final 13:58 of the game. 

Coach Jon Cooper said after the game the team was waiting to learn 
more about the injury but “it didn’t look good.” 

McDonagh had a team-high six blocked shots in the loss and leads the 
Lightning with 116. 

McDonagh wasn’t the only Lightning player to get nicked up in the loss. 
Center Brayden Point skated off gingerly after a puck battle against the 
boards midway through the second period, but he returned for his next 
shift and finished the game. 

Defenseman Victor Hedman hit the boards hard in the third period and 
was favoring his left leg just before David Pastrnak scored his second of 
three goals. Hedman also finished the game. 
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Lightning blow two leads, lose to Bruins on David Pastrnak hat trick 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

5-6 minutes 3/24/2022 
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BOSTON — The Lightning aren’t used to this. They haven’t had a skid 
like the one they’re on since before they raised the past two Stanley Cup 
banners to the Amalie Arena rafters. 

The Lightning lost 3-2 to the Bruins on Thursday night, their third straight 
loss and their sixth in the past eight games. And with the defeat, they 
dropped to fourth place in the Atlantic Division and into the Eastern 
Conference’s first wild-card spot. 

On top of that, the Lightning played most of the third period without 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh, who left the game 6:02 into the third after 
blocking a shot. McDonagh came off the ice and immediately went down 
the tunnel. He returned for a 24-second shift but othewise did not play for 
the rest of the game. 

Coach Jon Cooper said after the game the team was waiting to learn 
more about the injury but “it didn’t look good.” 

The Lightning’s play has been uneven for a while, and Tampa Bay was 
getting away with it on skill and resolve. But as the losses mount and 
they slide down the standings, it’s clear the Lightning aren’t their usual 
selves. 

The fringe of the playoff picture is an unfamiliar place for the back-to-
back defending champions. And as they struggle over their stretch of 11 
games in 11 cities, they’ve been telling themselves they’ll break out of 
their funk, that even the best teams face regular-season roadblocks. But 
the team that not long ago called itself the Find-A-Ways for the way it 
was pulling out wins now must find a way to get out of its worst rut in 
years. 

“Part of you is sitting here saying, ‘Hey, we’ve got a veteran team, been 
there before, won a couple times, we’ll come out of it,’ ” Cooper said. 
“The other part of you is like, ‘Why are we in this? And why are we in this 
at this point in the season?’ ” 

On a night their opponent dominated them in zone time and shot volume, 
the Lightning still had a pair of one-goal leads, but they let both slip away. 
They lost the game on forward David Pastrnak’s third goal of the night 
with 4:10 remaining in the game. 

“Be better,” Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. “The message (in 
the locker room) is we have to be a lot better.” 

Desperate to get into the offensive zone late in the game, the Lightning’s 
forwards jumped up. But Nikita Kucherov’s pass to the middle of the ice 
hit off Anthony Cirelli’s skate, and the puck went to Boston forward Erik 
Haula’s stick. 

With the Lightning forwards flat-footed, Haula put the puck on net. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped it, but Pastrnak pounced on the rebound and sent a 
shot inside the post that went off Vasilevskiy’s glove and in. 

“I just kind of got lost a bit, and I’ve got to do a better job there,” Cirelli 
said. “They get in on us at the blue line, and (the puck) stays in there, 
and it costs us, so I have to be better there.” 

The Lightning (39-18-6, 84 points) were outplayed for most of the night 
against the Bruins (40-19-5, 85 points), who replaced them in third place 
in the division. They were outshot 39-24, including a span in which they 
were outshot 15-1 to open the second period, and spent most of the time 
chasing the puck instead of on the attack. 

“We’re better than this,” Cooper said. “And if we’re going to execute the 
way we’re executing right now, it’s not going to get better anytime soon. 
So that’s a big part of our game. It’s being able to play the game with 
pace and execute, and we’re just not doing that right now. 

“The only way you get out of it is you work your way out of it. You just 
can’t hope. … And we’ve got some work to do.” 

Stamkos’ first goal in nine games 3:51 into the third period gave the 
Lightning a 2-1 lead and provided some much-needed offense from the 
team’s top scorers. Brayden Point has just one goal in his past nine 

games and Kucherov one in his past 11. The power play was 0-for-3 and 
is 3-for-28 over the past nine games. 

The penalty kill, which allowed two goals in Tuesday’s loss at Carolina, 
did its part, killing off 9:57 of Boston power-play time. And the one shot 
the Lightning did have during that second-period stretch was a 
shorthanded goal by newcomer Brandon Hagel. He scored his first goal 
for the Lighting in his third game since coming over from Chicago on 
Friday. 
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Smith: With Lightning losing games, and confidence, what's the concern 
level? 

 

Joe Smith 

7-9 minutes 3/25/2022 

 

BOSTON — This is what a team that has lost its confidence looks like. 

The score is tied with four minutes to go at TD Garden, and the 
Lightning’s top line is on the ice: Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point and 
Anthony Cirelli. The puck moves up the boards in the defensive zone to 
Kucherov, who tries to thread a pass up the middle to a streaking Cirelli. 
The pass is a little behind and bounces off Cirelli’s skate for a turnover. A 
few seconds later, David Pastrnak scores the game winner, his shot 
bouncing off Andrei Vasilevskiy’s glove. Hundreds of hats get tossed on 
the ice. 

The back-to-back Stanley Cup champs can’t seem to get out of their own 
way and are struggling to dig themselves out of their recent funk. They’ve 
lost six of their past eight games and fallen to a wild-card spot in the 
Eastern Conference. No, their playoff hopes aren’t in real danger. No, 
fans shouldn’t be freaking out quite yet. 

But there should be some level of concern here for a championship 
group that has looked like anything but that for a month. 

“Well, part of you is sitting here saying, ‘We’ve got a veteran team, been 
there before, won a couple times, we’ll come out of it,’” coach Jon 
Cooper said. “And the other part of you is, ‘Why are we in this? And why 
are we in this at this point of the season?’ 

“But teams go through this. This is 82 games. We’re in a bit of a road 
stretch here, as everyone is well aware. But we’re better than this. And if 
we’re going to execute the way we’re executing right now, it’s not going 
to get better anytime soon.” 

The Lightning are in a brutal stretch of their schedule, with 10 out of 11 
on the road and 31 in 60 days overall. They’re not the only contending 
team to struggle, as the first-place Hurricanes have dropped five out of 
six (their only win was Tuesday against Tampa Bay). The Lightning will 
get the benefit of the doubt because of their track record, the two Cup 
titles and the fact they have the best goalie in the world, Vasilevskiy. Just 
wait until playoff time, you say. They’ll turn it on. 

But it’s not that they’re losing, it’s how they’re losing. They’re a team built 
on playing fast, executing, being hard to play against, like there are six to 
seven guys on the ice. Their best players usually lead the way and set 
the tone. But the Lightning have been sloppy for a while, continuing a 
troubling trend of taking bad penalties. They’ll play one really good period 
and follow it with two bad ones. Yes, Thursday’s game with the Bruins 
was close on the scoreboard, but Boston at one point held a 27-9 shot 
advantage and won the game 3-2. 
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The Lightning haven’t beaten a playoff-caliber team in a month and 
haven’t played particularly well against these top teams, falling to 7-12-5 
versus those with a winning percentage of .600 or more.  And now 
they’ve lost one of their top defensemen, Ryan McDonagh, who left after 
blocking a shot in the third period, with Cooper saying, “It didn’t look 
good, I’ll tell you that.” 

None of the players has publicly voiced concern, but one thing that struck 
me is that Pat Maroon — the conscience of the room — has kept saying 
the Lightning need to get their confidence and “swagger” back. 

“It’s the toughest thing to get back in the world — in any facet of the 
world — it’s confidence,” captain Steven Stamkos said. “It’s such a fickle 
word and something that people take for granted. When you have it, it’s 
great. It goes away pretty quick and you have to grind and battle and not 
cheat the game to get it back. That’s what we’ll look to do.” 

I asked Cooper about his players saying they had to get their confidence 
back and how they do it. His answer was telling, too. 

“I don’t know, I think if you have swagger, you have swagger,” Cooper 
said. “Guys that have confidence shouldn’t lose it. Guys that have 
swagger shouldn’t lose it. There’s a lot of guys in that room that have 
that, so I don’t buy into that at all.” 

They’re not playing like they have that swagger, especially the team’s top 
players, the top drivers. Those are the guys who need to carry the 
Lightning out of this. Kucherov, Point, Stamkos, Hedman. Even 
Vasilevskiy has given up some goals that he usually doesn’t, including 
Pastrnak’s second goal Thursday. 

Their power play is 3-for-28 in the past nine games, including another oh-
fer Thursday. 

Kucherov, one of the key catalysts on the two Cup runs, is not playing 
well. You could tell he’s frustrated by his body language, and he’s turning 
the puck over too much, like on the game-winning goal. 

“There’s been frustration on a lot of guys’ part, with Kucherov being one 
of them,” Cooper said. “The one thing you don’t want from Kuch is 
cheating for offense by sacrificing the other part of your game because 
you want to get on the scoreboard. We all get it. It’s a hard league to 
score in, and he seems to do it better than almost anybody. So get back 
to your principles. It’s for all the guys who are used to scoring. Don’t 
sacrifice on our end for the other end and it’ll work itself out.” 

There are still 19 games to go in the season, so there’s time to get their 
game together and get that confidence back. Stamkos was asked what 
the message has been for the group after this stretch, and he said, “Be 
better.” The Lightning haven’t been in this long a funk since they dropped 
five of six before the March 2020 pandemic-sparked pause. “This is our 
first little eye-opener,” Maroon said. “We’ve got to clean up a few things, 
nothing major, things we know how to handle.” 

Right now, as much as the results, it’s about the process and how Tampa 
Bay is playing heading into what should be a gantlet of a playoff bracket 
in the Eastern Conference. The Panthers look like a juggernaut. The 
Rangers swept the season series from Tampa Bay. Carolina looks like a 
bad matchup for anyone. So this last stretch matters. 

“If we want to play deep in the spring again, these are the games that get 
you ready for it,” Cooper said. “Yeah, they do matter. And as we move 
forward here, let’s get our game in order. At times, the result isn’t always 
going to be what you want. It’s how you’re playing the game is what 
matters, and right now we’ve got better in us.” 

The Kucherov turnover in the defensive zone that led to Pastrnak’s 
winning goal was just one example of the missed execution Thursday, 
and lately. It’s not like there’s a lack of effort with Tampa Bay, and it’s 
going to take time for the new acquisitions Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel 
to acclimate to the team. They’ll play most of their April schedule at 
home. 

Are the Lightning tired? Bored? Or just not good enough? We’ll find out a 
lot in the next month. 

“The only way you get out of it is work your way out of it,” Cooper said. 
“You can’t just hope your way out of it. You’ve got to work your way out 
of it, and we’ve got some work to do.” 
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'He looked like Justin Bieber:' How the Lightning's Brandon Hagel 'finds a 
way to always prove you wrong' 

 

Joe Smith 

11-14 minutes 3/24/2022 

 

As Shaun Sutter navigated his Dodge Journey through the small roads in 
Drayton Valley, Alberta, it was kind of eerie outside. 

It was raining and dark. All Sutter could see were trees pop up in his 
headlights. This two-hour drive back to Red Deer would be interesting, 
he thought, but it would be a happy one. 

“I just felt, ‘This was worth it,'” he remembers. 

Sutter, nephew of former NHL coach Brent Sutter, was an assistant 
GM/scout for the Red Deer Rebels, a Western Hockey League team set 
to host the Memorial Cup that season (2015-16). Sutter was there to 
scout a potential trade target but ended up finding a hidden gem, a small 
kid from a small Alberta town who had been passed over in the bantam 
draft. The winger was going to finish his season and then, like many 
junior A players, make plans to go to school. That was unless fate 
intervened. 

His name? Brandon Hagel. 

Hagel didn’t score a point in the game but controlled it nonetheless. His 
hockey sense popped out. So did his relentless competitiveness. By the 
time the second period was over, Sutter had made several calls — to 
Brent Sutter, to Hagel’s agent and to a former coach. The goal? To bring 
Hagel in as a walk-on. Five days later, Hagel signed. 

“It was sort of a big coup,” Shaun Sutter recalled. “It wasn’t like we were 
sneaking him out in the middle of the night, but it was kind of the 
equivalent.” 

This wasn’t the last time Hagel, 23, would be overlooked and overcome 
it. Just eight months later, Hagel would get drafted in the sixth round by 
the Buffalo Sabres, an improbable dream for a kid from a town of 10,000 
residents. The Sabres didn’t end up signing Hagel, a kick-in-the-rear that 
had him considering a backup plan of being a teacher. 

Instead, here is Hagel, considered one of the potential key pieces in the 
Lightning’s quest for a three-peat. Last week, the back-to-back Cup 
champions traded two first-round picks and two forward prospects to 
Chicago for Hagel, a haul fitting for a player like Jack Eichel. Hagel was 
never a prodigy the way Steven Stamkos was and didn’t have access to 
many of the showcase tournaments that many of his new teammates 
had. But Hagel is the player most teams wanted at the deadline, one who 
Tampa Bay believes could be a big part of their future. It doesn’t matter 
that, as Hagel put it, he “always started at the bottom.” 

“He’s an anomaly,” Shaun Sutter said. “He’s not the strongest guy. Not 
the fastest guy. Not the most skilled guy with the puck, doesn’t have the 
hardest shot. But he makes things happen. He’s this motor, this driver. 

“He just finds a way to always prove you wrong.” 

Hagel grew up in Morinville, Alberta, a tiny town about an hour north of 
Edmonton. 
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It’s the kind of town where everyone knows everybody, whether you’re in 
the grocery store or local rink. There are approximately 10,000 residents 
now, but it’s still a pretty slow life. 

“We just got a McDonald’s,” Hagel’s brother, Tyler joked. 

Tyler still works there as a power line technician, spending his days 
climbing poles and touching live wires — “You know, keeping you on 
your toes,” he said. When they were kids, Tyler helped keep Brandon, 
who is three years younger, in line. They’d have epic mini-stick battles in 
the basement or in street hockey matchups. 

“I beat him up a little bit — you betcha,” Tyler said, laughing. “There were 
a few holes in the wall. It got a little rough. But he wouldn’t back down. 
Not now, not then.” 

Brandon idolized Alex Ovechkin. He had a poster and a jersey of the 
Capitals superstar in his bedroom. “His room was pretty much Ovi,” Tyler 
said. 

The only problem was that Hagel didn’t have much in common with 
Ovechkin, especially not the legendary shot. The bantam draft came and 
went, and he seemed destined for another year at junior A. That’s when 
Shaun Sutter took his fateful scouting trip to see Hagel play for the 
Whitecourt Wolverines. Sutter, a former Flames draft pick, recalled 
picking up Hagel from his hotel in Red Deer the next week to take him to 
practice for the first time. 

“He reminded me of Justin Bieber,” Shaun Sutter said, laughing. “He 
wasn’t one of those huge, well-put-together guys. He was kind of wiry but 
had some spunk to him.” 

By the time the first practice with Red Deer was over, Shaun was sitting 
in the stands and shared a glance with Brent, the Rebels’ owner, who 
was on the ice. “He was looking at me, nodding, like, ‘We’ve got 
something here,'” Shaun said. 

After a 13-goal first season with the Rebels, Hagel racked up 31. 

“His motor just doesn’t stop,” Brent Sutter said. “He works hard, he’s 
smart. He’s got skill that goes with it. He can play with anybody, he can 
play either side. He’s just a player that, to me, you win with.” 

That’s why it shocked Sutter that the Sabres didn’t sign Hagel after 
drafting him. 

Buffalo had gone through a regime change, with the GM who drafted 
Hagel — Tim Murray — having been replaced by Jason Botterill. Hagel’s 
agent, Allain Roy, broke the news to him that May of 2018 that the 
Sabres were not going to tender him a contract, that he’d be a free agent. 
But Hagel said a Sabres exec — he can’t remember who — also called 
him. 

“I hope you prove us wrong,” the exec told Hagel. “You’re a good kid.” 

A crushed one, though. 

Brent Sutter brought Hagel into his office at the Red Deer rink for a pep 
talk. 

“It’s never too late,” Sutter told him. 

They talked about how to train that offseason, what to focus on, how to 
improve his nutrition. Sutter reminded Hagel that now he had 30 teams 
he could impress with a strong season, more options for contract offers. 
Have an outstanding year, Sutter told Hagel, and he would get a pro 
shot. 

“It was a little bit of everything,” Sutter said. “It was a wake-up call, a 
reality check. It was my responsibility to have him dial in and do it. We 
needed him on board.” 

Hagel called his brother, Tyler, who never felt Brandon got completely 
down, or gave up. 

“At that point, it was, ‘OK, what do I do now?” Tyler said. “He’s like, ‘The 
opportunity is still there. It’s not like it’s gone away. If I play hard, there’s 
still a chance.’ 

“He’s always willing to fight.” 

Hagel made sure to think about his backup plans, though. He was going 
to take some pre-requisite classes so he could enroll in college later that 
winter. 

“I wanted to be a teacher, as weird as that sounds,” Hagel said. 

But Hagel was going to give it one last shot. He rejoined the Rebels for 
that final year and was a one-man wrecking crew, with 41 goals and 102 
points in 66 games. “He put the entire team on his back,” Brent Sutter 
said. “He took over games,” Shaun Sutter said. A couple of those games, 
coincidentally, came when then-Blackhawks GM Stan Bowman came to 
town to watch. Chicago was the first of many teams to get the jump on 
Hagel, and were rewarded, as the 5-foot-11 winger signed with them in 
Oct. 2018. 

“It was surreal,” Hagel said. “It was tough (to not get signed by Buffalo). It 
was a dream for every kid to sign an NHL contract. I was down, but I 
wasn’t drafted in bantam, so I had that experience, knew what it felt like. I 
was getting ready to go to college after my junior career, to start at 
Christmas. I thought I’d give it one more year before going to school. 
After around 20 games, I ended up signing with Chicago. 

“The rest is history.” 

Val Wisener laughed when she saw the clip. 

Wisener, 68, who was Hagel’s billet mother in Red Deer, knew that once 
he warmed up to someone, he could be chatty. And funny. So when 
Hagel scored a hat trick against the Devils on Feb. 25 and was asked if it 
might increase his trade value at the upcoming deadline, he delivered 
one heck of a one-liner. A prophetic one, too. 

“Two firsts, a couple prospects, McDavid maybe,” Hagel said, smiling. “I 
don’t know.” 

The media in the room laughed. 

“And of course,” Wisener said. “It came true.” 

Wisener has been a billet for nearly 20 years now, with her daughter, 
Cassandra, 30, convincing her back in 2003 that her late father, Wayne, 
would want it. She’s hosted a bunch of players, including Kris Versteeg, 
but Hagel was unique. Unlike many players, he wouldn’t eat enough, so 
she had to make sure he had a fruit smoothie every morning. 

“He was so small,” Wisener said. “We were like, ‘Oh I don’t know if this 
kid is going to make it.’ But he was determined.” 

Hagel said he still keeps in touch with Wisener and Cassandra, thankful 
for their tremendous help in his early years. And Hagel said he might not 
be here without the mentorship of Brent Sutter, who was “probably the 
best thing for my career.” 

“He got me to be the player that I am today,” Hagel said. “An identity kind 
of player, the way he played. I was a small kid and he gave me that 
identity. When a lot of NHL players were younger, everyone was studs. 
But it’s tough to be a skill guy in the NHL. You’ve got one, two, three 
guys on the team maybe. But (Sutter) saw my work ethic in me, how I 
played. He told me that was my skill.” 

It is a very marketable one, as the Lightning were among many teams 
that tried to pry Hagel from the Blackhawks. GM Julien BriseBois saw an 
incredibly competitive and versatile forward who had an even more 
attractive contract, at $1.5 million AAV for each of the next two years. 
This is not just a rental who could help fill the vacated roles of Blake 
Coleman or Barclay Goodrow. Hagel potentially can become part of this 
team’s core. 
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“If Tampa wants me that much where they’re willing to give up that much, 
I don’t want to be anywhere else,” Hagel said. “They wanted me. They 
trust me. I want to make a difference for them.” 

While Hagel and his girlfriend, Gabby, were in the process of moving 
their life down to Tampa, he received 10 to 20 text messages from his 
new teammates that first day, welcoming him to the team. A few of the 
guys invited him to the Valspar golf tournament on Sunday’s off day. “I’ve 
never experienced that, where I can already be myself around all of 
them,” he said. 

Hagel can’t wait for his parents, Dwayne (a sales manager for a roofing 
company) and Nicole (who works in insurance), to come to visit in 
Tampa. Same for Tyler and their sister, Chelsea. If you ask the Sutters, 
they believe Hagel will soon be a fan favorite for the Lightning, even 
though Shaun admits it took a second scouting trip to realize the potential 
himself. 

“It was one of those moments where you get rewarded as a scout,” 
Shaun Sutter said. “It wasn’t like we stumbled on him. Had we not gone 
to that game, I think everything changes and Brandon probably stays in 
junior A. He probably gets a scholarship somewhere, and whether or not 
he develops the way he did, it probably changed everything.” 
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LeBrun: NHL GMs to discuss extending salary cap to Stanley Cup 
playoffs 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

7-9 minutes 24/03/2022 

 

Imagine a world in which the salary cap extends into the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

While very much a preliminary discussion, sources say that will be part of 
the agenda when the NHL GMs meet Monday and Tuesday in 
picturesque Palm Beach, Fla. 

It’s a discussion that may very well lead to nowhere, so please don’t 
overreact to this little bit of information. But it’s nevertheless rather 
intriguing that NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly is expected to have a 
discussion on this topic with GMs. 

My understanding is that there’s a group of 10 or so GMs that have 
talked about it over the past month and are in favour of seeing the salary 
cap extend into the playoffs in one form or another. Or at least open to 
having a discussion about it. 

Obviously, nothing would change for this year. Change never comes that 
fast. If this thing ever gets off the ground, it wouldn’t happen until next 
season at the earliest. And it should be noted, the very notion of 
extending the salary cap into the postseason is really a CBA matter that 
requires the NHLPA to sign off on it. 

But, at the very least, the league and GMs will discuss it at a very 
grassroots level next week, which is news in itself. 

By now, every hockey fan alive should know that there is no salary cap in 
the playoffs. Why this has always been the case, dating back to 2005 
when the cap was introduced, has been an interesting subject. On the 
one hand, there’s the notion that the salary cap is tied to player 
compensation and the players’ last paycheque comes at the end of the 
regular season. They don’t get paid in the playoffs. So, therefore no cap 
in the playoffs. 

But I also heard from another source that when the league was putting 
together the cap system back in 2005, there was a concern raised about 
what a team would do if it gets absolutely hammered by injuries in the 
playoffs and can’t ice a roster that’s under the cap. 

Whatever the case is, there’s never been a cap in the postseason. 

Which was never really an issue until one day in April 2015, Patrick Kane 
surprised a lot of people by appearing in Game 1 of the playoffs after 
recovering from a broken collarbone which had him on LTIR for a while. 
He had been expected to be out longer. Kane’s injury allowed the 
Blackhawks to make some trade-deadline additions using the cap space 
created by Kane being on LTIR. Then, Kane came back for the playoff 
opener. And some people freaked out. And the ‘Hawks won the Cup. 

Then we had last season, of course, with Nikita Kucherov missing the 
entire (albeit shortened) regular season while on LTIR recovering from 
hip surgery and, well, showing up for the playoff opener and dropping 
three points on the Florida Panthers that night en route to the Bolts 
winning a second consecutive championship eight weeks later. 

First of all, let’s point out one important thing here: the 2015 ‘Hawks and 
last year’s Lightning took advantage of a legal loophole in the system. 
They didn’t break the rules. And that sentiment has been shared with me 
from other team executives who say good for the Lightning front office 
last year for being smart with how they handled that whole situation. If 
there’s a loophole in the system, use it. 

But what this is about, for some of these GMs wanting to have this 
discussion next week, is closing that legal loophole and making the 
system more representative of the spirit of the salary cap. 

Because believe me, there are some teams wondering about how Vegas 
is dancing around its LTIR issues and what that could mean if the Golden 
Knights make the playoffs. 

I’m personally in favour of extending the cap system into the playoffs as 
long as there’s a hybrid solution — some leeway in the system to allow 
for injuries — but still, a threshold needs to be implemented as far as not 
being able to ice a $98-million lineup in the postseason. According to 
CapFriendly, the Lightning ended last season with a projected cap hit of 
$98,840,470. A reminder that the cap was at $81.5 million last season, 
as it is this year. 

Again, this is not a shot at the Cup champs from last season. Everything 
they did was perfectly within the rules. That’s a really smart front office. 

This is about potentially closing that loophole, and I’m in favour of it if the 
solution makes sense. We’ll see where that discussion goes. 

No-trade lists 

Further to some of the questions I raised in my piece this week 
examining the potential fallout of the nullified Vegas-Anaheim trade, I’ve 
been told that the league may look to change the way no-trade lists are 
compiled or documented. At the very least, the league is expected to 
raise it with GMs at the meetings. 

But I think what may come out of it, depending on how the NHL Players’ 
Association feels about it, is a revamp of the system so that there’s a 
centralized catalogue of no-trade lists with NHL Central Registry (and I 
assume at the NHLPA as well). Or at least a way to add the info to each 
individual contract where it applies so that when Central Registry clicks 
on the contract, it’s there. 

Right now, as I wrote, no-trade lists are a private matter between player 
agents and clubs. 

There’s a sense that might possibly change now. But not everyone will 
be in agreement with that. 

I got a text from one NHL team executive who, after reading my column, 
disagreed with my desire to see the NHL centralize the no-trade list 
information. He didn’t feel the wheel needed to be re-invented. For 
example, he says, if a team (including a new management group) doesn’t 
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have a no-trade list for a player (which, ideally they go through well 
before the trade deadline anyway), they should call the agent and ask if 
they can provide the time-stamped email of the list being submitted. They 
will either get the document or be informed that it was not sent. 

And I get what this team exec is saying, and that the information in those 
lists — players listing teams they don’t want to get traded to — is 
sensitive. 

But I still think it’s crazy right now that NHL Central Registry begins a 
trade call and doesn’t have at its own disposal, or at the click of a button, 
the no-trade list information for the player and has to rely on the club to 
share that. 

I have a feeling that the centralized system is coming for no-trade lists. 

Other topics 

There will be a number of other agenda topics tackled by GMs next 
week, including presentations, as per usual, from NHL hockey ops on 
officiating (always a fun chat a month before the playoffs) and the 
department of player safety. There will also be a chat about next 
season’s salary cap, which my TSN colleague Chris Johnston reported 
Thursday evening on Insider Trading will jump by $1 million next season 
to $82.5 million. Every dime counts for so many teams in the NHL that 
are hamstrung by a cap that’s been flattened by the pandemic. 

I suspect Bill Daly will also have an international update for GMs on the 
current discussion with the NHLPA and IIHF regarding the next World 
Cup of Hockey, which is expected to be held in 2024. 

Plus more, of course. I will be covering the meetings for The Athletic with 
Michael Russo and we’ll bring it all to you. 
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Buzzer wants to change how you watch sports. Can they catch on?: 
Basketball Business Digest 

 

Mike Vorkunov 

13-16 minutes 24/03/2022 

 

The next frontier for watching live sports has been a point of discussion 
for years now. Games have moved from linear television to streaming, 
from cable to internet and Wi-Fi connections, and all the iterations that 
have come since. 

Bo Han was a part of that shift during his time at Twitter. During his final 
four years at the company, he led its content acquisition efforts. The NFL 
moved its Thursday night games there for a season in 2016, which led, 
he says, to 120 live sports rights deals in all. 

When Han left the company in 2019, he started his own eight months 
later, hoping to marry the communal nature of social media and the need 
to watch sports live. Buzzer is intended to be a different way of watching 
sports, one Han believes can appeal to younger audiences he thinks are 
being underserved or ignored by networks. Instead of asking viewers to 
watch whole games, Buzzer invites them to pick and choose the 
moments they want to tune into. Users download the app and input their 
favorite teams or players, then get notifications when games are close 
late, when a star player is going off for a big night or even when there’s 
something exciting happening the user might be interested in. 

Buzzer is trying to get users to tune in for the moments they’d regret 
missing. The inspiration is, not surprisingly, based off Han’s experience 
at Twitter. 

“These moments, they’re happening on an ongoing basis,” he said. “On 
Twitter, they trend. If you’re watching the game itself, great for you. 
That’s what we call NBA Twitter, but if not, then you have this momentary 
panic or FOMO of you trying to look for the nearest TV or sports bar, 
trying to figure out what the channels are, trying to figure out what 
subscriptions are. By the time you figure all that out, the moment is gone. 
Right? 

“What’s powerful about these moments — yes, they are the most 
interesting parts of the game, but they’re also highly ephemeral and 
fleeting. Meaning, when that moment is gone it’s a highlight or clip on 
Twitter that you’ll see over and over again. The genesis around Buzzer 
has been how do we really become that last mile between a leaned-in or 
would-be interested fan to these live and ephemeral moments in sports?” 

Han imagines Buzzer as a solution to what he sees as a host of issues 
hitting the industry. TV ratings have been trending down for years, and 
despite a slower rate of decline, sports have not been immune — though 
the NFL rebounded this year to its best numbers since 2015. The 
numbers have become a point of contention. 

How fans watch sports has also differentiated over the last decade. 
Some consumers have gotten rid of their cable subscriptions. The 
youngest generations may never get them. Even legacy networks like 
ESPN and CBS have pushed live sports packages to their streaming 
channels, which has caused consumers to either bundle together a new 
set of channels or pick and choose. 

Buzzer, which Han said has hundreds of thousands of users, can 
potentially act as a gateway to games you might not otherwise get — or 
those you would miss if you’re not following along on Twitter. Users will 
get an alert from the app to their phones that, say, the Knicks-Hawks 
game is a close game late or that Saddiq Bey is approaching the 50 point 
mark, and users can then go to the app and pay 99 cents or some other 
flat rate to watch that game. 

Buzzer is based around micropayments — where viewers only pay for 
what they choose to watch — and personalized notifications. If a user 
already has a subscription to the network the game is on, their account 
gets authenticated through the app and they don’t have to pay. Last 
week, when I received a notification to watch an NBA game, I logged into 
my League Pass account and did not have to pay the 99 cent fee. 

“We find that the current marketplaces crowded with subscription 
products,” Han said. “Consumers are fatigued by subscription products. 
And the last thing we want to do is compete with all the other subscription 
products out there and further fragment the media rights landscape.” 

Currently, Buzzer has deals with the NBA and its League Pass product, 
which allows users to authenticate their accounts and start watching, as it 
will this summer when the WNBA season begins – and the NBA has 
been its main audience driver. It also recently started a partnership with 
DAZN, and Han said more deals are expected to roll out in the next few 
months. Last year, the company had deals with the PGA Tour and NHL, 
which allowed users to watch and pay for portions of those events. For 
the leagues it does not have deals with, Buzzer sends users to a page to 
watch the games on the appropriate network. Last week, when I received 
a notification inviting me to watch a women’s basketball game, I clicked 
and was sent to log in to ESPN+, which is not a partner. 

Han envisions Buzzer as a complementary product to the current sports 
media rights holder; not as a competitor, but as an amplifier. That’s part 
of its appeal and its pitch, he says. 

Micropayments and small-window viewing are not new. The NBA 
debuted its version in 2017, when it sold individual games through 
League Pass for $6.99 and portions of the fourth quarter for 99 cents. 

“I think you’re going to get to the point where somebody wants to watch 
the last five minutes of the game, and they go click, they’ll pay a set price 
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for five minutes,” Silver said in 2017, “as opposed to what they would pay 
for two hours of the game.” 

That was on a single-sport basis. Buzzer hopes to serve as a multi-sport 
aggregator for its users, and as a way for consumers to break through 
the various subscriptions they would need to watch all those sports. 

“We believe that micropayments over time should justify the economics 
of the subscriptions,” Han said. “We don’t really see Buzzer as a 
distribution platform. We see it as a marketing platform where we are 
moving very quickly in these highly marketable moments that would 
otherwise peek behind a $6.99 or $4.99 monthly reoccurring subscription 
barrier. So how do we kind of take these ephemeral moments, put it in 
front of the paywall, monetize that moment, and then over time, it serves 
as a lead-gen tool for a potential subscriber. We’re just targeting an 
audience that is not primarily in historically a subscription-driven 
generation.” 

That last part is something Han has harped on. The decline in sports 
viewership among younger fans is clear. 

In 2020, 18 percent of cord-cutters were between the ages of 18-34, 
according to Statista. In 2021, that age group accounted for 36 percent of 
cord-cutters. Both were the highest percentage of any age group. While 
27 percent of adults have cut the cord, according to a 2021 Pew 
Research Center survey, 17 percent have never had a cable 
subscription. Only 34 percent of adults 18-to-29 watch TV through cable 
or satellite, according to that same study — it was at 65 percent in 2015 
— and “some 61% of those who are ages 18 to 29 and don’t currently 
receive TV by cable or satellite say they did not do so in the past.” 

Watching sports on TV is also becoming more difficult. Regional sports 
networks seem to be sparring with cable providers at increasing levels, 
causing stalemates where fans can’t watch their teams at all — like 
Comcast subscribers in New York City and Denver. That comes at a time 
when, Han said, young viewers are trending to social media for highlights 
and their sports consumption. 

“Don’t we want to expand the audience?” he said. “And don’t we want 
future generations to consume just live games in general? Because I do 
think that the entire ecosystem benefits from more people watching live 
games. It’s just that we’ve made it very hard. And we’re asking a lot when 
there’s just so much content out there. And it’s so crowded when it 
comes to content.” 

He adds, “We want to be that single source of discovery and curation for 
all sports fans, so we can simplify that. And I understand just the 
challenge and the difficulty for networks to do that because networks are 
going to optimize for games they already have. Because also, it’s an ad-
driven business. You need to promote as much traffic and audience to 
your content that you did spend a considerable amount of money on. 
They should be protective of their rights and they should value it. At the 
same time we have to be very real about this generational gap that is 
happening right now. Even pre-Buzzer.” 

Buzzer, he says, can address that generational gap. The average age of 
an NHL viewer was 49 in 2017; Han said that 72 percent of the Buzzer 
that bought NHL moments was between 18-and-29. He said the median 
age of Buzzer users since it launched in full in October, in line with the 
start of the NBA season, is 25 and that 83 percent of its audience is 
made up of millennials and Gen Z. The average NBA viewer in 2017 was 
42. 

The company has also embraced betting this year. It unveiled a 
partnership deal with FanDuel and now dispenses its totals and spreads 
within the app and users can follow their bets; Buzzer does not take bets. 
Han said in-game betting is a “very natural fit” with Buzzer, but also noted 
that the company has maintained neutrality among the various 
sportsbooks. 

He envisions Buzzer as an amplifier for the fan and the media sports 
right holder. Han calls the app a marketing platform, not a distribution 
one, and said it could provide first-party data to its licensors. Asked if he 

believes RSNs and larger media companies would be angry with them 
for potentially eating into their revenue or market share, he takes a big-
picture view. 

“The trends are happening with us or not,” Han said. “We’re seeing the 
movement behind the ratings. The generation that’s tuning into linear is 
getting older. My answer to that is what’s the alternative? You’re not 
engaging with an audience that television is not addressing. If we do start 
taking away from television, then yeah, I think that’s a valid point, but 
there’s a very specific reason why we’re mobile-only. And we’re focused 
on Gen Z and younger millennials because these, these are the 
demographic that has traditionally been not watching live sports on 
television, because everything is optimized on TV.” 

Instead, Han harps on the social nature of sports and the need to 
experience it live. That is where Buzzer wants to be. For now, it’s alerting 
NBA fans about the latest close game; one day it could be Shohei Ohtani 
at-bats or helping fans who track their favorite players instead of favorite 
teams. 

“You want to watch Steph Curry score 50,” he said. “These are moments 
that are culturally Zeitgeist moments and also you’re talking about a 
generation that values immediacy. Immediacy is a social currency. 
Where, who gets it first? Who watches it first? Who comments first on a 
Justin Bieber post? These are all different forms of social currency. So 
why not lean into that importance of immediacy and being first right? I 
don’t think anything is more you know, first than watching things live and 
witnessing these historical moments live.” 

AND ONES 

The NBA is scheduled to host its 2023 All-Star Game in Salt Lake City 
but it surely is monitoring what’s happening in the Utah statehouse right 
now. The Utah Legislature passed HB11 this month; a bill that would ban 
transgender students in the state from competing in school sports with 
their gender identities. The bill has drawn anger from LBGTQ advocates, 
as did a previous version of the bill which did not outright ban 
transgender students from playing sports in schools in the state. Utah 
Gov. Spencer Cox vetoed the bill but lawmakers will meet Friday to 
override it, the Salt Lake Tribune reports, and seem to have enough 
votes to do so.  The NBA moved the 2017 All-Star Game out of Charlotte 
after North Carolina passed HB2, another anti-transgender law. “We’re 
working closely with the Jazz on this matter,” Mike Bass, an NBA 
spokesperson, said. When asked, Bass did not clarify what the league 
meant by its assertion that it was “working” with the Jazz. 

The NBPA is stepping into the NIL space, but as an educator. It signed a 
partnership deal with INFLCR, an NIL management software platform, 
and plans to educate college athletes on the landscape. It has started an 
NIL microsite to give more resources. Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell 
launched a show on NBA TV Monday centered around helping college 
athletes deal with the new NIL rules. It came out of his own interest in the 
issue and a desire to get involved. 

LeBron James, Joel Embiid, and Giannis Antetokounmpo are all within 
reach of averaging 30 points per game this season. It’s a once-in-a-
generation event to have three players average 30+ in the same season. 
It’s only happened once in the last 35 years and twice in the last 55 
years. Then again, for James, it’s twice in his generation. The last time 
this happened was the 2005-06 season, with Kobe Bryant, Allen Iverson, 
and James. The last time before that was the 1981-82 season. 

The news that Kyrie Irving will be allowed to play home games this 
season after all — New York City Mayor Eric Adams intends to strip 
away the vaccine requirements for athletes this week — only moved the 
odds a little in the Nets’ favor, according to the sportsbooks. BetMGM 
had the Nets as +600 to win the NBA title before the news and moved 
the line to +550 afterward, and from +280 to +260 to win the East. They 
were already the favorites in the conference and behind only the Suns to 
win it all. 
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Down Goes Brown: What's the ideal number of career trades for building 
an NHL all-star roster? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

15-20 minutes 24/03/2022 

 

Another trade deadline has come and gone, and some players were 
traded while others weren’t. Hey, this feels like an excuse to build some 
rosters. 

Today’s assignment will be to fill out rosters based on how many times a 
star player was traded during their NHL career. We’ll build a team out of 
guys who were never traded, one out of guys who were only ever traded 
once, plus teams for the two-timers, the three-timers, and the four-or-
mores. Then we … well, we look at the rosters and argue about which 
one would win. That’s pretty much it. (Also, some of you will try to get 
Dom to use his model to deliver a mathematical answer, because he 
doesn’t have enough to do.) Basically, it should be a fun time-waster for 
the post-deadline hangover period. 

But first, a few ground rules: 

Each team gets a 21-man roster with 12 forwards, six defensemen and 
three goalies. We’ll try to balance wingers and centers as best we can 
but won’t get too hung up on position. 

To keep this somewhat modern and focused on guys you’ve heard of, 
we’re only going to use players who played in the NHL after 1970 
(although trades before that can still count). Apologies to the one-trade 
team on missing out on Phantom Joe Malone. Also, active players are 
allowed as long as they’re reasonably deep into the careers. 

We’re counting NHL trades only here. No WHA, junior, or whatever else. 
We’re also not counting trades that involved a draft pick that was 
ultimately used on a player. Tyler Seguin going from Boston to Dallas 
counts, but his pick going from Toronto to Boston does not. 

A player doesn’t have to have actually suited up for a team for a trade to 
count, as long as it was an official deal that their name appeared in. All 
those post-career Coyotes cap deals are in play. 

Finally, a very important rule that I’m breaking out the italics for: For the 
no-trade team, we are only counting guys who played for more than one 
team. We kind of have to, because otherwise the no-trade team will win 
in a walk with names like Lemieux, Lidstrom, Crosby, Ovechkin, 
Yzerman, Sakic, Bossy, Dryden … there’d be no point. The NHL has a 
long history of superstars playing their entire career for one franchise, 
and it would be no fun to just list all those guys on one team. You have to 
played for multiple teams to qualify, which makes this team a lot trickier. 

As always, let’s go into this with some blind predictions. I’m betting that 
Team No-Trades struggles, Team One-Trade takes the crown, Team 
Two-Trade is solid, Team Three-Trade stinks, and Team Four-or-More is 
surprisingly feisty but ultimately bad. 

Spoiler: We’ll see some overlap with this post from a few years ago, but 
not as much as you might think, because trades are weird. Got some 
rosters forming in your head already? Cool, let’s do this. 

Team No-Trades 

Remember, these guys have to have played for more than one team. 
That’s going to make this one tough … or will it? 

Yeah, the more-than-one-team rule certainly strips a lot of star power 
from this squad, which was the whole point. But it certainly doesn’t cost 
us all of it, as two of the five best players in history show up here in 
Gordie Howe (who joined the Whalers as a free agent) and Bobby Orr 
(who did the same with the Hawks). That duo represents a very solid 
start, and they’re joined by another megastar in Bryan Trottier, who went 
from the Islanders to the Penguins as a free agent. 

From there, the depth up front is solid, featuring modern Hall of Famers 
like Mike Modano and Paul Kariya, plus Leafs legend Dave Keon thanks 
to his brief stint with Howe’s Whalers (and the fact that his four career 
trades all happened in the WHA). Things drop off from there, although I 
like having the Koivu brothers on the same line. 

The real highlight here is the back end, featuring a blue line that includes 
Orr along with Larry Robinson, Serge Savard and Borje Salming, plus the 
reunification of the Devils pairing of Scott Stevens and Scott 
Niedermayer. (We’re not counting Stevens’ RFA mess with the Blues and 
Devils as a trade; if you disagree, the appeals office would be happy to 
hear from you.) The goaltending is also strong, with Brodeur’s shady stint 
in St. Louis working to our advantage. We also get Hall of Famer 
backups in Tony Esposito (who went from Montreal to Chicago in the old 
intra-league draft) and Billy Smith (who went from the Kings to the 
Islanders in the expansion draft). And even with Henrik Lundqvist’s 
gameless stint in Washington not counting, we still have Gerry Cheevers 
ready to go if we need an injury fill-in. Not bad at all. 

It turns out the multiple-team rule didn’t decimate Team No-Trade after 
all. But will they be good enough to win it all? 

Team One-Trade 

How good can you really be if some team, at some point in your career, 
thought it was a good idea to trade you? Pretty good, as it turns out. 

Yes, that’s both the Hulls up front — Bobby was never traded by the 
Hawks but was dealt from the Jets to the Whalers in 1980, while Brett 
managed to play for five different teams but was only ever traded away 
by the Flames. Give two of the best pure snipers in NHL history an all-
time playmaking center in Joe Thornton, and the possibilities are scary. 

The second line is also stacked, although we need some chicanery to 
make it happen. We all know the awful Cam Neely trade that sent him 
from Vancouver to Boston, but our other two stars need a post-career 
deal to make this team; Pavel Datsyuk went to the Coyotes in a salary 
dump, while a retired Guy Lafleur was involved in one of the strangest 
trades of all time between the Nordiques and North Stars. Still counts, 
though, and the rest of the forwards are very good, even if we have to 
reach all the way back to 1957 for our Johnny Bucyk trade. 

The blue line is also strong, starting with Ray Bourque and his late-career 
trade to chase a Cup with Avalanche. Zdeno Chara is only here because 
the Islanders didn’t move him at the deadline, but we’ll take it, and 
everyone else here is a Hall of Famer. Honestly, we have enough options 
here to fill out a B-team blue line with guys like Shea Weber, Erik 
Karlsson, Tim Horton, Rod Langway and Duncan Keith, or even a newly-
qualified Mark Giordano. And that’s before we even point out that the 
arbitrary 1970 cutoff just barely costs this team Doug Harvey and Pierre 
Pilote, who both finished up in 1969. The defense is just stacked here. 

Finally, the goaltending will be great, with Patrick Roy, Glenn Hall and 
Gump Worsley being at least as good if not better than Team No-Trades. 
Factor in a big edge up front, and Team One-Trade is clearly our early 
leader. I’m having a hard time imagining anyone beating them, especially 
as we tip into what should become diminishing returns. But let’s see… 

Team Two-Trades 

You know the old cliché: If Wayne Gretzky can be traded, anyone can 
be. But does that also apply to Wayne Gretzky being traded twice? 

That’s … well, that’s not bad at all, is it? 

Gretzky’s the key here, with the earth-shattering impact of “The Trade” 
pairing up with the weird Roman Vopat deal to give this squad the best 
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player of all time. We’ll build him a line out of the guy whose scoring 
records he broke in Marcel Dionne, plus an old pal in Mark Messier. (And 
yes, Messier was indeed traded twice — once from the Oilers to the 
Rangers, and then later from the Rangers to the Sharks. I am not making 
that up.) 

The rest of the forwards are almost as impressive, led by Phil Esposito 
(who can be on this team because we’re not counting the half-dozen 
trades he made every week he was Rangers GM). Francis gives us four 
of the top six of all-time points scorers, Peter Forsberg and Sergei 
Fedorov are two of the best two-way forwards ever, and that fourth line 
reads like a fantasy from NHL 94. Somehow, I think this forward crew is 
even better than Team One-Trade. 

Oh, and I haven’t even mentioned the guys we’re not using. How about a 
list that includes Dale Hawerchuk, Frank Mahovlich, Denis Savard, Pat 
LaFontaine, Alexander Mogilny and Lanny McDonald? Or could I interest 
you in Joe Nieuwendyk, Joey Mullen, Glenn Anderson, Rick Nash, Ryan 
O’Reilly or Jeremy Roenick? When it comes to getting traded, that 
Gretzky cliché was right: Two seems to be the magic number for 
forwards. 

The blue line isn’t quite as strong, although the Brian Leetch/Chris 
Chelios pairing gets us off to a good start. We can follow them with two 
more Hall of Famers in Sergei Zubov and Harry Howell, and the third 
pairing isn’t bad. But if there’s a weak point to this roster, defensive depth 
is it. 

Luckily, we rebound nicely in goal, where Dominik Hasek leads the way 
and has Bernie Parent and Eddie Belfour backing him up. Or, if you’d 
prefer, you could swap in Rogie Vachon or the newly-eligible Marc-Andre 
Fleury. I’m not sure it really matters, since Dominik Hasek was the best, 
and we’re all set in the crease. 

Team Three-Trades 

In theory, this should be the weakest team — we should have fewer 
players to choose from the deeper down the list we get, and this is the 
last one limited to one specific number. Let’s see if that holds up. 

OK, here’s a weird thing I learned: You can find lots of very good wingers 
who’ve been traded three times, but not centers. That probably speaks to 
the importance of the latter, but you’d think we’d see it on the other 
rosters too and we don’t. I’m not sure what to make of this. 

But yeah, we’ve got some legitimately great players on the wings here, 
including four members of the 600-goal club in Jarome Iginla, Luc 
Robitaille, Jari Kurri and Dave Andreychuk. We’ve got two more from the 
500-level in Marian Hossa and Keith Tkachuk, and our fourth line has two 
guys from today who’ve put up strong numbers. 

Then you get to the centers, and it dries up. Pierre Turgeon is a divisive 
player who bounced around a ton despite topping 1,300 points (the most 
by any player not in the Hall of Fame). Bernie Nicholls had one of the 
greatest seasons of all time and still ranks in the top 25 for career scoring 
by a center, but it’s fair to say he isn’t remembered as a truly elite player. 
Jeff Carter is good and still building his resume, and Vincent 
Damphousse and his 1,200 points is enough to edge out Ray Ferraro for 
the last spot on the roster. It’s not a bad group down the middle, but it 
doesn’t compare to our other entries. 

Things get worse on the blue line, which also makes sense because 
teams just don’t trade away elite defensemen. I couldn’t find a single Hall 
of Famer for the roster, although Sergei Gonchar certainly has a case 
and Randy Carlyle is the only Norris winner who isn’t in. Carlyle is a little 
bit controversial, as one of his trades is a rare WHA/NHL transaction 
between the Leafs and Cincinnati Stingers that was more of a sale, but 
we’re giving Team Three-Trades a break. Al Iafrate and Kevin Hatcher 
give us two guys who can bomb from the point, and Gary Suter can take 
out Gretzky or Kariya if we need him too. It’s not a bad group, but it’s not 
great. 

We at least finish strong with Jacques Plante and Roberto Luongo in 
goal, plus Tom Barrasso as a serviceable third option. That’s a nice mix 

of old and new school, arguably as good as any other team we’ve seen 
or at least in the ballpark. 

Elite wingers and goalies but no centers or defencemen. What a weird 
team. 

Team Four-or-More-Trades 

That brings us to our final team. It should be tough to find big names 
here, although the “or more” will give us some flexibility that the other 
teams don’t have. Can the nomads put together a competitive team? 

Not bad. We start with the biggest name left on the board in Jaromir Jagr, 
and he just barely makes it — despite seeming to play for every NHL 
team at some point, he was only actually traded four times. Our wingers 
also include a 700-goal scorer in Mike Gartner, plus a member of the 
600-goal club in Dino Ciccarelli and another who almost got there in Mark 
Recchi. And interestingly, we don’t run into the same drought down the 
middle that Team Three-Trades faced, as two of the top 20 all-time 
scorers show up on this roster in Adam Oates and Doug Gilmour. Also, 
Wendel Clark is here to punch out all your blood. 

It does thin out after that, so the forward group is a weakness. We make 
up for that on the blue line, though, starting with arguably the greatest 
trade chip in hockey history in Paul Coffey. The first ever 1,500-point 
defenseman played for nine teams and only ever signed one free-agent 
deal. I’ll save you the math — Coffey was traded an astounding seven 
times in his Hall-of-Fame career, including twice within a 12-month period 
on three separate occasions. Apparently the “Paul Coffey Experience” 
was for a good time, not for a long time. 

He has plenty of company on this blue line, as we can pair him with 
fellow Hall of Famers Chris Pronger, Larry Murphy and Phil Housley, all 
of whom were traded five times. That’s a better defense than Team 
Three-Trades by far, and might be getting close to beating out Team 
Two-Trades. Remember in the last section when I said teams just don’t 
trade star defensemen? Oops. 

Finally, the goaltending is surprisingly strong, led by the legendary Terry 
Sawchuk, who was traded four times. We’ve also got Grant Fuhr, and I’ll 
create some Battle of Alberta spice by giving our last spot to Mike 
Vernon. 

You know what, I like this team a lot. They’re not the best group, but man 
would they ever be fun to watch. And if you don’t agree, perhaps you’d 
like to take it up with our Black Aces, which includes Tiger Williams (four 
trades), Craig Berube (six), Tie Domi (four), Marty McSorley (six) and 
Dave Manson (six). I’m going to suggest you keep it to yourself, though. 

So that’s five teams. Who you got? 

After mulling it over, I think my power rankings look like this: 

5. Team Three-Trades 

4: Team Four-or-More-Trades 

3: Team No-Trades 

2: Team One-Trade 

1: Team Two-Trades 

But I’m open to argument. Let’s head to comments and argue about this 
all day instead of working. 
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For 2022 NHL Draft 'offensive dynamo' Matt Savoie, stardom has always 
been inevitable 
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KITCHENER, Ont. — The intensity rose as the offseason competition 
reached its zenith. Logically, that meant Matt Savoie and his teammates 
shouldn’t have had much of a chance. 

Savoie headlined what was by far the youngest team in a four-on-four 
tournament featuring some of the best hockey players from the 
Edmonton area. His opponents on this day were led by Kirby Dach and 
Brandon Hagel, now two of the NHL’s emerging forwards. 

It was the semifinal, the time where the pros separate themselves from 
the pack. That’s not what happened, though. Not even close. It was a 16-
year-old who stole the show. 

“Savoie just exploded,” said Tyrel Spitzer, his former coach and the event 
organizer. “He just went to a whole other level. He was so dynamic with 
his speed, his shot, his playmaking ability. He was relentless. 

“I’m used to seeing this against his peer group or maybe the junior-level 
players. All of a sudden, he’s doing this against NHL- and AHL-level 
players. It was like, ‘Oh my goodness. This is incredible.’” 

Savoie’s team ultimately lost in the final to a more veteran NHL group 
with the likes of Jake DeBrusk, Jordan Martinook and Matt Benning. It 
should have been a laugher. Instead, the margin was a single goal 
thanks in large part to Savoie. By the time the tournament was over, 
Spitzer had lost count of Savoie’s points tally. 

“He was the driving force,” Spitzer said. “I couldn’t believe it. I thought, 
‘This young team is going to win this thing.’” 

Moments like those have followed Savoie from the basement of his 
family’s suburban Edmonton home to rinks in Winnipeg, Sherwood Park 
and Dubuque, a gym in St. Albert and beyond. Soon, they’ll follow him to 
the very top of the 2022 NHL Draft. 

As far back as Scott and Jody Savoie can remember, their youngest son 
has always been chasing their oldest. Matt was born on New Year’s Day 
in 2004, almost exactly two years after his big brother Carter was. 

He was always ahead of the curve and according to his dad “basically 
came out running.” Running turned into riding a bicycle with no training 
wheels at 2. At 4, the first time he skated at the nearby outdoor rink at 
Lacombe Lake Park, he took off without any support. By 5, he could 
shoot the puck into the top corners of the net. 

Before Carter (who would go on to be drafted by the hometown Oilers in 
2020) knew it, his little brother was keeping up with him and his friends 
(including neighbour Michael Benning, a 2020 draft pick of the Panthers), 
both on the ice and in battles in the 40-foot by 20-foot boarded cement 
rink built into their basement. 

“I got thrown into the fire. I loved it, though. It just toughened me up,” 
Matt said. “If you want to play with the guys two years older, you can’t go 
whine and pout if something goes wrong.” 

It wasn’t uncommon for the Savoies to have a dozen kids in the 
basement. When the boys’ buddies would filter out, they’d hop on 
RipStiks (electric skateboards) or rollerblades and play one-on-one 
against each other. Matt would play as Mitch Marner and Carter as 
Patrick Kane. When they were done playing, Scott would often come 
down to challenge them to games of HORSE, the three of them taking 
hundreds of shots at a time together, turning the crossbar of their net 
“into a pancake.” 

“It was almost like I didn’t even really see him as my younger brother,” 
Carter said. “We were always about the same size, the same weight. I 
was pretty much going against my peer.” 

The damage done to the basement net’s crossbar. (Courtesy the Savoie 
family) 

Matt was always hell on wheels, Scott felt, the adventurous kid who 
would try anything. 

Scott once scooped an 8-year-old Matt off the pavement beyond the bike 
ramp he’d built for him to rush him to the hospital when he tore his leg 
open. With his leg still frozen and wrapped, Matt played in a minor 
hockey game later that night. 

“That’s just the way he was,” Scott said. 

He’d never back down from competition, either. 

“There was a lot of blood left on the floor of that rink,” Scott said. “They 
didn’t wear helmets or anything. There were flying sticks and elbows and 
the odd scrap down there. But they’d always work it out. There was 
always the threat that if you can’t figure it out, you can’t play.” 

Before they knew it, Matt was playing AAA hockey up with the 2003 age 
group, and even spent one year playing with Carter’s 2004 age group in 
2016-17. Matt was the right-shot centre. Carter was the left-shot winger. 
Scott, a defenceman who’d played Jr. B as a teenager, coached them 
from when they were little through peewee. 

By 12, there was already talk of Matt pursuing exceptional status for early 
entry into the WHL, and a fierce recruiting battle from the University of 
Denver, who would also recruit Carter and Michael Benning, to pull him 
toward college hockey by way of the USHL. The USHL’s Dubuque 
Fighting Saints also explored applying for exceptional status for Matt 
after they’d had him and Carter at a training camp. 

Matt decided to commit to Denver and apply through Hockey Canada for 
exceptional status, unsure of which way he wanted to go but wanting to 
keep his options open. 

If successful, he would have been the first player to be granted 
exceptional status into the WHL. 

Those around Matt thought he’d get it. 

The season prior, he’d posted 103 points in 34 games playing U15 AAA 
hockey as a 13- and 14-year-old, while making the move from the wing to 
centre under Spitzer, who coached him with the Northern Alberta X-
Treme (NAX) that season. On a team with older star prospects like Dylan 
Guenther (a 2021 Coyotes first-rounder) and Zack Ostapchuk (a 2021 
Senators second-rounder), TV crews would show up to rinks wherever 
they travelled to interview Matt — still a full year out from his draft day. 

During his draft year, as he awaited an answer on his exceptional status 
application, he then played his way to 83 points in 36 games on the U18 
circuit as a 14- and 15-year-old. 

He’d taken each step of the process in stride, even completing the 
entirety of his Grade 9 education in a single summer so that he could 
skip directly from Grade 8 to Grade 10. 

“You’ve got a lot of people pulling in a lot of different directions. A lot of 
people are trying to sell you the golden egg in terms of what they can 
offer you to help you get to the next level. The reality is, anybody knows 
Matt, he’s getting there one way or the other anyways,” Spitzer said. 

But on the same March day in 2019 that fellow top 2022 NHL Draft 
prospect Shane Wright was granted exceptional status into the OHL, 
Matt’s application was rejected. 

“I completely disagree with the decision not to give it to him,” Spitzer 
said. “He proved that he was very dominant against some of the best 
2003 birth years on the planet and they’re able to step into the WHL and 
have very successful careers. There’s no doubt in my mind that he could 
have done the same.” 

Still unsure whether Matt would go the WHL route, the Ice decided to 
take the gamble and draft him with the No. 1 pick of the 2019 WHL 
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Bantam Draft anyway, flying him out for a visit and following up with texts 
from each member of the staff the following day. 

That visit, in conjunction with an offer from the WHL to play 34 games (or 
half a season) in place of exceptional status, helped sway him from being 
“all for Denver.” 

His introduction to the WHL didn’t go anything like he expected it would 
though. Because he didn’t have full exceptional status with the Ice, he 
spent the season splitting time between the WHL and playing with his 
age group for the first time in years. He played for four teams in total 
while he tried to find his groove with the Ice, also captaining Canada’s 
under-16 team at the Youth Olympic Games and playing as an 
underager at the Under-17 World Hockey Challenge. 

“It was definitely a bit of a challenge, being with the Ice all week and 
practicing with them and getting in a groove and playing a couple games, 
and then you’re back down with the U18 team — not by choice,” Matt 
said. “You can’t really get in a rhythm or get much chemistry with guys 
because you’re up and down and you’re kind of all over the place.” 

A few days before his 16th birthday that season, as 2019 came to a 
close, he was knocked unconscious by an open ice hit. Luckily, he didn’t 
have any serious or lingering concussion symptoms after the hit, but it 
still disrupted his season when the Ice kept him out of action for a couple 
weeks as he went through protocols. 

Even when he did get into the lineup, he played on the third line and the 
points didn’t come like they always had. 

“He had a lot of adversity that year. It was almost like he wasn’t really on 
a team,” Scott said. 

When the pandemic hit, the WHL season was abruptly shut down, and 
Matt had played in just 22 games for the Ice. He registered seven assists 
and was still awaiting his first goal. 

“It was a mess. It hindered him more than it helped him, to be honest,” 
Spitzer said of the misfortune Matt faced that season. “It was very difficult 
from my position watching from a distance. I could see that being 
extremely difficult to play in.” 

Through it all though, the staff in Winnipeg felt he’d played much better 
than his stat sheet indicated. 

“He played so well as a 15-year-old,” coach James Patrick said. “He got 
chances. He did not look one bit out of place.” 

Determined to come back and make a statement in 2020-21, Matt got to 
work with strength coach Barry Butt, who runs Premier Strength and 
trains many of the Edmonton-area NHLers. 

But when the pandemic worsened and the WHL kept pushing back its 
season, the Savoies, worried that Matt might not get to play a continuous 
campaign for a second year in a row, began considering other options — 
again. 

Scott’s first call was to Sherwood Park Crusaders coach and general 
manager Adam Manah, who had Carter on his roster the previous two 
years at the Jr. A level before he went to Denver. Hoping that the WHL 
would return in the late fall, Matt and Guenther wanted to reunite to play 
for the nearby Crusaders while they waited. Knowing the family, Manah 
immediately said yes. 

Upon joining the team, the first thing Manah noticed was just how 
different Matt was from his older brother. 

That was true off the ice, where Carter had been more naive and loose in 
the room at 16, and Matt was serious, already equipped with the habits of 
a much older player. But it was particularly true on the ice, where their 
games contrast starkly. 

Where Carter was the come-and-go scorer who controlled his game, 
Matt was always ramped up. 

“Matt just brings it every day, whether it’s in practice or in games. The kid 
just doesn’t stop,” Manah said. “Matt has the motor running and the juice 
flowing the entire time. Carter slows it down to 50 and then picks it back 
up to 100 when he needs to. Matt just goes.” 

With the Crusaders, Matt also didn’t look like a player who’d just been 
through a tough season. He looked like the star he’d been at every turn 
before that. 

But after playing in just two weekends’ worth of games and registering 
points on six of the 10 goals the Crusaders scored, the AJHL season was 
also shut down. 

Without a place to play — again — Scott made a second call to Dubuque 
general manager Kalle Larsson. And though Larsson and his staff had 
decided they were going to say no to the wave of CHL players who were 
turning to the USHL to play, they didn’t hesitate, knowing Matt already, in 
offering him a spot. Faced with guaranteed games in the USHL, and 
following a meeting with the Ice which made it clear that there was no 
similar promise in the WHL, Matt took Larsson’s offer. 

Matt picked up in Dubuque right where he’d left off in Sherwood Park. He 
turned his four-game point streak in the AJHL into a seven-game one 
when he began his USHL career with five goals and six points in his first 
three games. 

“His impact was unbelievable right away. He added an element we didn’t 
have. He added a threat offensively,” Larsson said. 

Matt never looked back, staying in Dubuque even once the WHL 
returned to lead the Fighting Saints in scoring while he was there, with 21 
goals and 38 points in just 34 games. 

His game wowed Larsson, who describes him as an “offensive dynamo,” 
an extremely explosive skater, and someone who boasts an elite release 
but will also “work his ass off to steal a puck.” He also lauded Matt’s 
versatility — versatility which made him a go-to on the penalty kill and 
defending late leads. 

“Matt Savoie’s a killer,” Larsson said. “When Matt Savoie has the puck, 
he wants to win the game for you.” 

Once his whirlwind two seasons were complete, he’d made the 
statement he’d intended to in Dubuque, reaffirming himself as one of the 
top prospects for the 2022 NHL Draft. 

And nobody who knew him was surprised. 

Carter says his little brother was always more mature than him and ready 
for each next level sooner than he was. 

Butt has seen the explosiveness that Larsson talks about and the 
competitiveness that Scott and Carter do firsthand while training him for 
the last four years. Though Carter is stronger than Matt, Matt has always 
been far more athletic than his big brother. And they let each other know, 
constantly asking Butt for the other’s scores whenever they’re measuring 
something in the gym. 

“(Matt’s) physically mature way beyond his age,” Butt said. “Things come 
pretty easy to Matt so it doesn’t always look like he’s giving you the 
biggest effort but he is. He’ll be working twice as hard as somebody else, 
but it won’t look like it. And Matt’s the type of kid where as soon as you 
challenge him, he kicks everybody’s ass.” 

Spitzer saw the dynamic skating ability, the relentlessness and the ultra-
competitiveness that have always separated him from his peers the first 
time he saw him play in minor hockey. He has seen it again and again in 
those offseason four-on-four games where, even against established 
NHLers like Kyle Turris, Spitzer says Matt’s “one of the most dominant 
players” out there. 

To Spitzer, Matt tearing up the USHL wasn’t a surprise — it was 
inevitable. 

“I’ve heard too many people say ‘ceiling’ or ‘limit’ with him and, the next 
thing you know, he’s busting through it. I’ll never put a limit on the kid, 
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knowing him as a person,” Spitzer said. “I think there might have been a 
moment in time where there were some doubters, which is great because 
I’ve been around Matt long enough to know there’s been a couple points 
in time where there’s been a few doubters — and he responds quite 
nicely.” 

He’s shown as much this season. 

Everything now feels inevitable for Matt again. 

His draft year, like his season in Dubuque, has followed a more linear 
path — the one that, for so long, he looked destined to follow. 

He finally scored his first WHL goal on Oct. 3, 2021, in his third game 
back with the Ice. At midseason, NHL Central Scouting ranked him third 
among North American skaters for the 2022 NHL Draft. He leads all 
2004-born WHL players in scoring with 73 points in 52 games. The Ice 
are Memorial Cup contenders and he’s their first-line centre. 

And the cameras are back. 

This week, they followed him to Kitchener for the CHL/NHL Top 
Prospects Game. Among the 40 top CHL players eligible for the 2022 
NHL Draft, Savoie finished first overall in the event’s combine testing, 
with the fastest time in four different tests and a top-five score in six. 

Conor Geekie, his Ice teammate and fellow top prospect (the pair were 
selected 1-2 in the 2019 WHL draft and could both be top 10 picks into 
the NHL in July), wasn’t surprised by Matt’s combine performance. 

“If you watch him on the ice, you notice him pretty quick with his speed. 
You can see his jersey flies up and you know it’s him,” Geekie said. “It’s 
sure fun to watch.” 

In Winnipeg, the cameras are accompanied by constant requests for 
appearances around Winnipeg for everything from equipment company 
sponsorships to autograph signings. 

Patrick, who kept in touch with Matt through weekly phone calls while he 
was in Dubuque, has become instrumental in helping him navigate 
everything that has come with his draft year, keeping his focus on Grade 
12 first and hockey second. 

He, like everyone else who coached Matt before him, sees a star. 

“He’s a super explosive skater and he’s got a lot of dynamic qualities,” 
Patrick said. “He can pounce on loose pucks, he’s got super quick hands 
and he can play the game with a lot of pace. Getting him back two years 
later, he’s just a mature kid. It has been fun to watch.” 

Manah, who insists Matt should be a top-five pick in the 2022 draft, still 
keeps in touch with the two boys via text. 

“He deserves everything he’s getting,” Manah said. 

Spitzer believes this is just the beginning for Matt. When he talks about 
how dynamic he is, he compares him to Marner. When he talks about his 
tenaciousness, he points to Brendan Gallagher. Brayden Point is the 
player he settles on, though — someone who does it all and shines when 
the pressure is highest. 

“I think Matt can be that guy,” he said. 

His peers from Spitzer’s four-on-four summer league think so, too. Oilers 
goaltender Stuart Skinner’s first memory of Matt was him being one of 
the best players on the ice and scoring on him backdoor. 

“He seems like a pretty special player, and I’m excited for things to come 
for him,” Skinner said. 

The Savoies took the boards down in the basement and sold the family 
home in 2020 to move five minutes down the road in St. Albert, but the 
fabled competitions between Matt and Carter wage on. 

Earlier this season, the two of them made a bet on a shared game night 
that whoever scored more would ask Scott to buy them NHL 22. Matt 
scored two goals and three points against Regina. Carter rattled off a hat 

trick and six points against the Air Force Academy. After the game, they 
both immediately called Scott to ask how the other did. 

“Boys, you could ask for just about anything right now and I’d give it to 
you,” Scott told them, jokingly. 

Scott and Jodie spend their Fridays at their new home watching one of 
their sons play on the TV and one on the iPad. Then they switch devices 
— in the name of fairness — on Saturdays. They reminisce like parents 
do about the games of HORSE back in that basement rink, or that gash 
Matt suffered going off his bike jump. 

“I’d love to go back to that time because it was fun for me, too,” Scott 
said. “It makes you feel like you’re a kid again. The only problem is you 
start to feel embarrassed when they’re eight or nine years old and they’re 
better than you are.” 

Scott still calls both boys before and after every game. 

“I’m just telling them some of the stuff I’m seeing,” Scott said. “I love the 
games. I’d rather watch them than anyone else.” 

The entire family is excited to share in Matt’s draft day in Montreal this 
summer — two years after the pandemic meant Carter never got his draft 
day in the same city. 

They all brim with pride about what Matt has accomplished — and what 
is to surely come for him. 

“It’s not without adversity,” Scott said. “He’s back now, and he’s doing 
well.” 

When Matt looks back on his journey to this point and the new set of 
cameras that soon await him, he doesn’t regret committing to Denver 
while he applied for exceptional status, even though he guesses that it 
“didn’t help my case.” 

He’s just thankful. 

Thankful to people like Larsson, Manah, Butt, Patrick and Spitzer for 
guiding him along a path that was more winding than he maybe 
expected, because it led him to the same destination. Thankful for the 
role Oilers skating coach David Pelletier and the NAX’s Brian Shackel 
played in developing his talked-about skating growing up. Thankful to his 
dad, for instilling in him that killer instinct that everyone talks about — 
“I’m always on the prowl,” Matt said. Thankful for the battles with Carter 
and for being able to watch his big brother’s games and listen to him talk 
while he was going through the same process. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Feelin' fine at 40, Oilers' Smith turns back the clock with 
strong effort 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

March 25, 2022, 1:42 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was Mike Smith’s first National Hockey League start 
as a 40-year-old. So the fact he’s starting to play like he did in his 30s is 
somewhat ironic — and timely as could be for the Edmonton Oilers.  

“To be honest, I feel like I was pretty solid tonight,” said Smith, who 
stopped 28 shots and was chanceless on the two that went in during a 5-
2 walk over the San Jose Sharks on Thursday. “I didn’t like either goal, I 
was out of position a little bit, but I was letting pucks come to me a little 
more. The last few, I felt like my game is coming along.  
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“I want to be playing my best hockey at this time of year. I feel like it’s 
trending in the right direction.”  

Look, it’s hard for anyone to find their game when you’re hurt or sick as 
often as Smith has been this season. Even worse when you are the local 
Gump Worsley or Johnny Bower, the NHL’s second-oldest goalie who 
grew up wearing horse hair pads on the outdoor rinks back home in 
Kingston, Ont.  

Does it feel any different at 40, after celebrating his birthday on Tuesday?  

“I don't think so,” he said. “It went from 30 to 40 pretty quick, but other 
than that I feel the same.  

“Still a dad and still playing hockey,” he said, glancing over at two of his 
kids in the interview room. “Which is kind of cool.”  

Look, you can hate the Oilers' goaltending plan, where Mikko Koskinen 
and Smith were supposed to share the net all season long. But over the 
past two months Koskinen has been one of the top goalies in the NHL.  

If Smith can find his form, at least GM Ken Holland’s plan has a chance 
to work. Smith just has to stay healthy long enough to find his game.  

Smith looked solid in Oilers' win over Sharks 

“The same could be said for our team,” said Zach Hyman, whose Oilers 
trotted out a fully healthy lineup for the first time in forever, with Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins back after missing 12 games, and newcomers Brett 
Kulak and Derick Brassard both playing a regular shift.  

“It is nice to be fully healthy, and for Smitty, as a goalie it is tough when 
you don’t play regularly. You play a couple games and you get hurt, a 
couple of games and get hurt,” said Hyman. “For him to finally get 
healthy, just like our team, and get to play more consistently, I think you 
are seeing what he can do.”  

Two nights prior, the Oilers had blown a late 3-2 lead in Dallas, and done 
nothing with a power play that could have made the score 4-2. So when 
they got a 3-2 lead and the referee’s hand went up on Thursday, it was 
one of those moments where you could check in on how a team reacts.  

With a few seconds, Hyman was making a smart feed to Connor 
McDavid, who drew the penalty-killing box his way before sliding a puck 
to a wide-open Leon Draisaitl for the big German’s 44th. The power play 
went two-for-two, and that was enough to knock off the Sharks.  

“First time we’ve had a fully healthy lineup and had to make hard lineup 
decisions,” head coach Jay Woodcroft noted. “As we move forward, it’ll 
be tough to make decisions on who’s in and who’s out. Three really good 
players didn't play tonight.”  

Kulak stepped in for Kris Russell, while Brassard and Nugent-Hopkins 
set Josh Archibald and Derek Ryan in the press box.  

There is always room for change on the fourth line, but on this team, 
there is a spot for a player of RNH’s calibre 82 nights a year. He had 
seven shots on goal and went 57 per cent in the circle in his return.  

CHOOSE PLAN 

“For me, Nuge is a real key piece,” Woodcroft said. “He touches a lot of 
areas of the game and allows us to play the three centres to have a real 
strong spine of our team. I find when he’s in the lineup it leads to a really 
nice balance.”  

When Edmonton runs McDavid, Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins down the 
middle, there aren’t many teams in the entire league that can top it. 
We’re not saying they don’t have any weaknesses, just that down the 
middle isn’t one of them anymore.  

Add Smith, whose puck-handling skills take a ton of pressure off the 
defence when he’s at the top of his game, and you might have a club that 
can give the Calgary Flames a run for their money on Saturday night in 
Cowtown.  

That’s going to be, in the immortal words of the late Ed Whalen, a real 
ring-a-ding-dong dandy.  

Like him or not, Smith gives this team some much-needed swagger.  

“The way he carries himself when he walks through the room, he’s a 
leader amongst our team,” said the coach. “When he’s feeling good, I 
think the team’s feeling good.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks savour hard-earned point after gruelling back-to-
back set 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 25, 2022, 1:17 AM 

 

In the National Hockey League, nothing fuels Western alienation like the 
release of the schedule. 

For years, teams scattered across the expanse of the Pacific side of the 
continent have understandably wondered if New York and Toronto 
actually realize how big it is out here -- the distance between some cities 
-- and that there are more times zones than the solitary Eastern one. Is 
Google Maps not downloaded on the computer at NHL headquarters that 
annually gives teams like the Vancouver Canucks this week’s back-to-
back games in Denver and St. Paul, Minn? 

There are nearly a thousand miles between these cities. It takes two 
hours to fly between them. But since there’s also another of those 
bothersome time zones to cross -- from Mountain to Central Time -- your 
plane touches down in Minnesota three hours after it leaves Colorado. 

After beating a Stanley Cup favourite in the Colorado Avalanche at 
altitude on Wednesday night, the Canucks arrived at their hotel in St. 
Paul at about 4 a.m. on Thursday. The janitor let them in. A short sleep 
and 15 hours later, the Canucks were playing the Minnesota Wild while 
continuing their desperate and unlikely push for a playoff spot. 

We get it -- everyone has a crappy schedule at some point. No one 
should feel sorry for the Canucks, and certainly the Wild didn’t as the big, 
physical home team physically battered the visitors, before and after 
whistles, at the Xcel Energy Center. 

But under these circumstances, and considering what’s at stake in their 
season, Thursday’s 3-2 overtime loss by the Canucks was in some ways 
just as impressive as their stunning 3-1 victory over the Avalanche less 
than 24 hours earlier. 

The Canucks rallied from behind on J.T. Miller’s power-play goal in the 
third period, before losing 31 seconds into overtime when Miller hit the 
post, then let Joel Eriksson Ek, the six-foot-three slab of sandpaper, get 
behind him on a breakaway and badly fool Vancouver goalie Thatcher 
Demko. 

In two games in two nights in two time zones against formidable 
opponents, the Canucks collected three out of four points the hard way. 
Before this road trip began, the over/under on the first two games would 
have been one point. Or less. 

“In all my years, I don't remember a back-to-back where you get in at 4 
a.m.,” Canuck defenceman Luke Schenn, who has been in the NHL for 
14 years, told reporters on Zoom. “That's a challenging one. 

“It's one of those games where it was a heavy game. Start to finish, (the 
Wild) came and they played hard. They're a team that's built for playoffs. 
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All in all, obviously we'd love two points there, but it's still a point that 
hopefully means something in the end. It was maybe not a picture-perfect 
game by any means, but. . . we grabbed a point. Obviously, it's just a 
challenging back-to-back. Ones like that, it's mind over matter, and we 
found a way to grab a point.” 

In both mind and matter, Schenn was a beast. He fought Marcus Foligno 
47 seconds into the game because, well, how’s it going to look for his 
team if the Canuck didn’t respond to the challenge? 

Schenn’s 17:47 of ice time (in the other 55 minutes he was available to 
coach Bruce Boudreau), included six hits and a lot of pushback, 
especially when players like Eriksson Ek, Jordan Greenway, Foligno and 
Ryan Hartman kept finding ways to bump or whack Demko after the 
whistle. 

The Wild, who have beefed up for the playoffs and will not be a treat for 
anyone to play in a seven-game series, outhit the Canucks 31-22. But 
Vancouver didn’t back down from the fight. 

“That seems like playoff hockey right there,” Canucks captain Bo Horvat 
said, having eaten an unpenalized punch by Greenway straight off a 
faceoff. “They have some big boys over there on their fourth line there. 
They've got some size and obviously play hard and play physical. It was 
playoff atmosphere out there for sure. 

“If you want to be a hockey player and then play in the playoffs, you've 
got to embrace these types of moments, embrace these types of games, 
and know this part of the year that you're going to get smacked around or 
you're going to lose games.” 

Horvat opened the scoring at 4:13 of the first period, pouncing on a puck 
that ricocheted into the slot off Wild defenceman Jacob Middleton after 
Minnesota goalie Cam Talbot had stopped Brock Boeser on a two-on-
one. 

Kirill Kaprizov tied it at 8:08 with a shot from distance after Canucks 
defenceman Tyler Myers chose to play the puck backwards in the 
defensive zone. The Wild went ahead at 1:44 of the second period when 
Demko failed to deal with a clean faceoff win by teammate Brad 
Richardson, bouncing the puck out into the slot for Kevin Fiala to finish. 

But Miller tied it on the Canucks’ third power play, at 7:56 of the final 
period, with a wrist shot from the left-wing circle that Talbot couldn’t stop. 

“I thought it was a really good point to come back in the third period,” 
Boudreau, the former Minnesota coach, said. “We didn't have a lot left in 
the tank, and then we were holding on at the end. But we held on at the 
end. When you go into overtime, anything can happen. We hit the post, 
they come down and score. Obviously, at this stage of the season, you 
need those other points. But I can't be unhappy with the fact that we got 
one point.” 

Before the game, Boudreau said the Wild were actually a “deeper” team 
than the NHL-leading Avalanche. 

The Canucks are suddenly a different team than the one that scuffled 
through a 2-3-2 homestand, losing a couple of games to non-playoff 
teams and generally looking exhausted, ss if they had awoken from their 
playoff dream. 

Then Monday’s trade deadline passed, and the Canucks took three 
points in two games when it seemed more likely they’d get none. They 
can make it a winning trip by beating the Dallas Stars on Saturday. Their 
four-game excursion ends Monday against the St. Louis Blues. 

“I think for a lot of guys, there were so many rumors going around,” 
Horvat said of the deadline and before-and-after Canucks. “Are we 
selling? People were going to get traded. It weighs on guys. It does. They 
see it in the media, they read it on Twitter. That can't be easy. Now, this 
is our team. It has settled everybody's mind and everybody can just go 
and play and this is going to be our team. We've just got to do it for each 
other in there.” 

For two nights, they have. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames appear close to making struggling Monahan a 
healthy scratch 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 24, 2022, 6:45 PM 

 

The green practice jersey that separated Sean Monahan from all but one 
other player was a pretty significant hint. 

The lengthy post-practice chat with associate coach Kirk Muller added to 
the intrigue. 

Days after the deadline acquisition of another depth centre, there were 
plenty of signs that Monahan is likely to be a healthy scratch for the first 
time this season. 

It’s definitely coming. 

And it’s warranted. 

Not as a punishment or sign that his days as a regular fixture in the 
lineup are necessarily over. 

No one questions his heart, passion or leadership. 

But the Calgary Flames need more from him, and with the arrival of Ryan 
Carpenter at Thursday’s skate, it’s evident this team has yet another 
viable option. 

As good as the Calgary Flames have been this season, the elephant in 
the room is Monahan, one of the only players on a surging squad whose 
stock is diminishing. 

“Not the season that probably he would like to have,” said assistant 
coach Ryan Huska when asked to describe the season the former 30-
goal scorer is having. 

“He’s used to scoring goals. That’s what he’s done from the time he’s 
been here. 

But what he has done is commit to playing a role for our team that he’s 
been asked to play right from the beginning of the year. 

“He’s been challenged in different ways, from missing some power-play 
time and taken off of power-play time. He’s seen shifts with different lines 
up and down our lineup. 

“But that’s what we need, is for people to accept different roles for us to 
have success. 

“That’s what Sean is doing right now. He’s bought into what he’s being 
asked. He’s been a good soldier in that.” 

Sure, full marks for the effort. 

But it’s not working. 

On a team sitting third in the league with a plus-65 goal differential, 
Monahan is a team-low minus-16. 

Every member on the top line Monahan used to anchor is plus-38 or 
better. 

After eclipsing the 20-goal mark his first seven seasons in the NHL, the 
27-year-old scored just 10 times last season after being separated from 
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Johnny Gaudreau and suffering through the bulk of the year with a hip 
injury that required surgery. 

He said at the start of this season he had plenty to prove. 

Alas, things have gotten worse. 

His struggles this year have seen him drop to strict fourth-line duties that 
no longer include power-play assignments, leaving him with just eight 
goals to sit 10th in team scoring. 

Only three have come at even strength and just one has come in the last 
26 games. 

His current shooting percentage is half of his career-average of 14 per 
cent, and he’s been logging between 11 and 12 minutes a night of late. 

The transition from being a finisher, to becoming a shut-down, energy-
providing defender, has not gone smoothly. 

It’s a stunning fall from grace for the alterrnate captain, whose $6.375 
million contract may very well be bought out this summer if he’s unable to 
turn things around in the playoffs. 

Popular in the dressing room and forthright with the media, the litany of 
injuries and post-season surgeries appear to have compromised his 
abilities and tested his confidence. 

And so, as early as Friday night against Arizona, he may find himself out 
of the lineup. 

If not then, perhaps Saturday against Edmonton. 

“I wouldn’t read anything into our lines or lineup from today,” warned 
Huska, following a skate in which Carpenter centred Milan Lucic and 
Brett Ritchie, while Monahan and Trevor Lewis were the odd men out. 

“You’ve seen that over the course of the year that we change things 
around fairly significantly. I never said he was going to be a healthy 
scratch.” 

Fair enough, but the writing is on the wall, especially given how deep and 
versatile the Flames roster is. 

“It’s competition and I think that is a beautiful thing,” said Huska of the 
options his team has. 

“This is the way it works now for us in the NHL, where it maybe hadn’t in 
the past. Part of us changing our culture is there’s accountability with 
regards to how we need each individual to play.” 

Asked how a player can avoid or learn from being a scratch, Huska said, 
“the one thing is you have to do something different to not put yourself in 
that position.” 

On a team that counts on rolling four lines, if there’s one thing the coach 
needs most from his fourth line it’s having confidence the trio is not a 
defensive liability. 

Hours after the Flames lost Brad Richardson on waivers Monday, 
Carpenter was acquired from Chicago to shore up the position. 

Surely he’ll get a chance to show his worth right away. 

“He’s known now for his defensive starts and how he plays in his own 
zone,” said Huska of the 31-year-old, who earned cred through a run to 
the Stanley Cup Final with Vegas. 

“He understands the competitive side of being a guy that is maybe used 
in the lower part of the lineup. He’s a penalty killer so he has a really 
good mind for the defensive side of the game, which is something we’re 
excited about.” 

As he continues trying to modify his game, Monahan could learn plenty 
from Carpenter. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators need to pull out of current free-fall in order to 
finish lost season with a flourish 

 

Staff Report 

 

OTTAWA – When the Senators finished their 2021 season with a 
flourish, it provided fans with a sense of hope. 

Some false hope, perhaps, but hope nonetheless. 

"Fools Gold" is how people often refer to a winning streak by a team 
already eliminated from the playoffs. It can be misleading. Like a 
September surge by a baseball team out of the running but fueled by 
young callups. 

Ottawa peeled off a 10-3-1 mark to close out the season, sparking a lot 
of “wait till next season” talk around the Senators. A summer of training 
... the young talent getting stronger – and what were the chances they 
would get off to the horrible start that doomed the pandemic-shortened 
2021 season? 

Pretty good, as it turned out. The Senators stumbled out of the gate 
again, hit a COVID wall in November, suffered a string of injuries to key 
young players – Shane Pinto, Drake Batherson and Josh Norris – and 
now here they are, mopping up in March, with 19 games left on the 
schedule. 

Does anyone get the feeling the Sens are ready to go on a tear again? 

If so, it would make for a bold prediction. Because there is no sign of it. 

Tuesday’s sleepy 3-0 loss to the New York Islanders in Belmont Park, 
N.Y., was Ottawa’s fifth defeat in six games. They have dropped 12 of 
their past 16. That’s not a rough patch. It’s a free-fall. 

Forget the idea of the Senators inching closer to the better teams in the 
league, they are in contention for the basement. 

In their past six games, the Sens have been outscored 24-11, a scoring 
output of less than two goals per game. That is not going to win a lot of 
games in the NHL. 

Batherson, Ottawa’s most productive player over the first 31 games, 
cannot return from the injured list fast enough. Whether The Drake can 
rescue the final weeks remains to be seen, but at least with Norris now 
back and thriving, especially on the power play, the addition of Batherson 
will go a long way toward making the Senators more dangerous 
offensively. 

On Monday, the Islanders’ penalty-killing unit smothered Norris at the 
weak-side circle, preventing that deadly one-timer. With Batherson back, 
teams won’t have that luxury, due to the concern of also covering 
Batherson and Brady Tkachuk down low or Tim Stützle from up high. 

Otherwise, the current news is rather bleak. Ace defenceman Thomas 
Chabot is out for the rest of the season with a broken hand. And now, 
there is a strong chance that Ottawa’s top defensive prospect, Jake 
Sanderson of the University of North Dakota, won’t be healthy enough to 
finish the year here. We’ll see where that situation goes, but the Sens will 
be very careful with Sanderson, as important as he is for the team’s 
future. 

A lot of things are on hold for Ottawa, including the evergreen search for 
a top-six forward and top-four defenceman. Senators general manager 
Pierre Dorion was careful to avoid suggesting that defenceman Travis 
Hamonic, 31, acquired from the Vancouver Canucks at the deadline, was 
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that top-four D answer, but rather a guy who could provide experience 
and help on the blueline. The latest in a long line of defensive mentors, 
with more misses than hits. 

It’s all still such a work in progress. 

No wonder Dorion made a point of saying after Monday’s trade deadline, 
examining his current lineup – don’t judge us now. Wait until training 
camp and the start of the regular season. 

By then, the Sens hope to have a roster that is more complete. 

By then, we may have some clarity on the goaltending situation – is Matt 
Murray still part of the picture, let alone still the No. 1 goaltender? Getting 
Anton Forsberg extended to a three-year contract might have been 
Dorion’s most important transaction at the trade deadline. 

By then, maybe Dorion will have made a significant move over the 
summer. Signing local star Claude Giroux would be a home run. Dare we 
dream? 

By then, centre Shane Pinto will be back. Sanderson will be part of the 
picture. Chabot will be wheeling again and playing 26 minutes a night. 

By then, maybe the Senators can stay healthy for a while and avoid 
coronavirus issues and have a sense of normalcy around the 
organization. 

Unfortunately, it isn’t possible to just fast-forward past these final 19 
games. The Sens have to play them out, find a spark to keep morale 
from dropping when so many young players could be impacted. 

On trade deadline day, with popular forward Nick Paul having just been 
dealt to Tampa Bay for Mathieu Joseph and a fourth-round draft pick, 
Tkachuk made a point of practicing goal celebrations with his teammates 
at practice. 

“You try to make it as much fun as you can,” Tkachuk said. “I tried to 
bring a positive, light mood today when it could be a hectic day for 
others.” 

Just 22, Tkachuk already bears the scars of the business side of the 
game – at the centre of his own long contract negotiation that kept him 
out of training camp and then as a teammate as veteran pals Mark Stone 
and Paul headed out the door at the deadline. 

“For myself, it’s been four years of it now,” Tkachuk said. “So, you've 
seen a lot of good people go. And I don’t know if you'd call it a distraction, 
it’s just a hectic couple of days league-wide. You see a lot of changes. 
It’s a tough day.” 

It was presented to the captain that perhaps in the spring of 2023, 
Ottawa could be in the position to add, not subtract, players if they can 
get into contention after five straight years of missing the playoffs. 

“That’s a long way away, so I'm not going to focus on that,” Tkachuk said. 
“But usually it’s when you’re on a losing team that you lose a lot of guys. 
Obviously, we don’t want to be that type of team anymore. We want to be 
a team that’s looking to get into the playoffs. Or in the playoffs. That’s 
going to be our focus next year, but we’re not thinking about that. We're 
just thinking about playing our best for the last (19) games.” 

Call them meaningless, if you like. But the Senators need to pull out of 
this free-fall. 

For the sake of their kids. 

For the sake of their fans. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.25.2022 

1239586 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Flames’ culture of accountability could leave veterans as 
healthy scratches 

 

Salim Valji 

 

There was a time in the not-so-distant past when Calgary Flames players 
who were healthy scratches would sometimes elect not to skate on 
optional practice days, and a place in the lineup was given rather than 
earned. 

In the 13 months since getting rehired by the franchise, head coach 
Darryl Sutter has sought to upend that culture into one of accountability, 
while general manager Brad Treliving has provided him with roster 
pieces to support that culture. 

With the additions of Tyler Toffoli, Calle Jarnkrok, and, more recently, 
Ryan Carpenter, the Flames look like one of the deepest forward groups 
in the league, which might lead to respected veterans finding themselves 
on the sidelines. 

Carpenter, billed as a defensively-responsible depth forward who can kill 
penalties, was skating on a line with Milan Lucic and Brett Ritchie at 
Thursday’s practice. Longtime Flame Sean Monahan and veteran Trevor 
Lewis were the extras ahead of tomorrow’s tilt versus the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

Monahan was once a franchise centre, but could find himself on the 
outside of the lineup looking in. He has spent almost the whole season 
on the fourth line and has eight goals and 22 points in 63 games while 
going pointless in his past 14. Monahan started his Flames career by 
scoring 20 or more goals in seven consecutive seasons and is eighth in 
franchise history with 212 goals. 

After the Toffoli acquisition, Monahan was bumped off the top power-play 
unit and has not seen any ice time on the man advantage the past two 
games. If he is out on Friday, it would be the first healthy scratch of 
Monahan’s nine-season career. Monahan was not made available to 
reporters on Thursday. 

“Not the season he would like to have,” assistant coach Ryan Huska 
said. “He’s used to scoring goals, which is what he’s done in the time that 
he’s been here.” 

Huska praised Monahan’s willingness to accept a different role after 
several seasons on the team’s top line alongside star Johnny Gaudreau.  

“He’s been challenged in different ways from missing some power-play 
time and taken off the power play, he’s seen shifts up and down our 
lineup,” Huska said. “But that’s what we need. We need people to have 
different roles in order for us to have success. That’s what Sean is doing 
right now.” 

Likely filling that fourth-line role is Carpenter, an American who was 
acquired from the Chicago Blackhawks at the trade deadline for a fifth-
round pick in 2024. Carpenter was a part of Vegas’ run to the Cup final in 
their inaugural season and has 26 playoff games to his name. 

“I know my skillset and my role in this league,” he said. “I know what I 
have to do to stay and contribute to a team.” 

Carpenter grew up in Florida admiring former New York Rangers forward 
Ryan Callahan because of his grittiness and energy.  

“There’s plenty of guys you try to emulate, but he’s one guy you saw that 
played hard every night,” Carpenter said. 

Key to the Flames’ success this season has been checking, and not just 
in the physical sense. The Flames are 20th in the league in hits with 
1,391, but that does fully explain their mentality in how they shut 
opponents down.  
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“Check, not defend,” Huska said.  “Johnny Gaudreau defends differently 
than Milan Lucic, so there’s huge differences but they’re all expected to 
do the same thing. 

“Where Milan is more of a physical presence, Johnny has to check with 
his feet, his stick, his angles, his head…Trevor Lewis a lot of the time 
checks with his mind by being in the right position, so he’s not even 
putting himself into battles because he’s always there before the puck 
gets there.” 

Carpenter’s insertion into the Flames’ lineup strengthens a fourth line that 
has, at times, been ineffective. It also means an increase in competition, 
which permeates throughout the lineup and is a hallmark of the new 
culture. 

“Part of us changing the culture is that there’s accountability in regards to 
how we need each individual to play and how we have to play as a 
team,” Huska said.  

“[Competition is] a beautiful thing…you can see, even in the stuff after 
practice, there’s more guys hanging around to do a little more extra work. 
A lot of that comes down to them seeing the quality of players we have 
and wanting to make sure they’re ready to play when called upon so 
they’re never putting themselves in a situation where they might not be a 
part of it on a nightly basis.” 
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