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Preview: Canes at Blues 

Carolina opens a three-game road trip tonight in Missouri 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. LOUIS, MO. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to have a 
bit more puck luck on their side tonight when they wrap up 
their season series with the St. Louis Blues. 

When: Saturday, March 26, 8 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 42-15-7 (91 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Shootout Loss to the Dallas Stars on 
Thursday, March 24. 

Blues Record: 35-19-9 (79 Points, 3rd - Central Division) 

Blues Last Game: 5-2 Loss to the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Thursday, March 24. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

 Saturday, November 13: Brendan Smith scores the 
game-winner with 2:57 remaining, giving the Canes 
a 3-2 win. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: Despite outshooting Dallas 47-15 on 
Thursday the Canes come up on the wrong side of a 4-3 
score. Goaltender Scott Wedgewood, making his Stars 
debut, turned away 44 shots over the course of 65 minutes, 
and then another three in the shootout to give his new club 
the victory. Roope Hintz and Nino Niederreiter both scored 
twice for their respective clubs. Frederik Andersen suffered 
12-save defeat. 

Tough Puck Luck: Despite the Canes having lost five of their 
last six, they've outshot their opponents in five of those 
games. As a matter of fact, since the rough patch began last 
Sunday, their 38.5 shots-per-game rank second in the NHL. 
Something perhaps even stranger though? Their 24.2 shots 
against-per-game are the fewest in the NHL. 

Domi's In The Mix: Forward Max Domi made his team debut 
Thursday night after being acquired Monday from Columbus. 
Wearing #13 he played 10:13 alongside Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and Derek Stepan. 

Can The Connection Stay Strong?: Nino Niederreiter had 
two goals against Dallas, both coming with primary assists 
from Brady Skjei. Niederreiter's 19 goals now rank third on 
the team, only behind Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov. Skjei's 20 points since January 1 are tied for the 
team lead among defenseman. 

Happy Birthday To You Two!: Svechnikov (22) and Skjei (28) 
are both celebrating birthdays today. 

A Look At The Other Side: The Blues enter tonight with just 
three wins in their last ten games. In the midst of a heated 
Central Division playoff race, Jordan Kyrou has led the way 
offensively for St. Louis this year, but in the month of March, 
David Perron has been the star of the show. With goals in 
seven of his last eight games, the veteran forward has 16 
points in 10 games since 3/1. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

More Milestones: Max Domi's first goal with the Canes will 
be his 100th of his NHL career. Jordan Staal is two points 
shy of 600. Jaccob Slavin is two points shy of 200 for his 
NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their white 
sweaters tonight.
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St. Louis hosts Carolina, looks to break home skid 

Carolina Hurricanes (42-15-7, first in the Metropolitan) vs. St. 
Louis Blues (35-19-9, third in the Central) 

St. Louis; Saturday, 8 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: St. Louis hosts Carolina looking to stop its 
three-game home skid. 

The Blues are 20-8-4 at home. St. Louis leads the Western 
Conference with 6.2 assists per game, led by Robert 
Thomas averaging 0.7. 

The Hurricanes have gone 18-10-3 away from home. 
Carolina is 10th in the league averaging 3.2 goals per game, 
led by Sebastian Aho with 28. 

Carolina knocked off St. Louis 3-2 in the last meeting 
between these teams on Nov. 13. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jordan Kyrou leads the Blues with 22 
goals and has 61 points. Brayden Schenn has nine assists 
over the last 10 games for St. Louis. 

Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes with a plus-19 in 46 
games this season. Aho has 7 points over the last 10 games 
for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blues: 3-4-3, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.7 
assists, 4.2 penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.1 goals per game with an .897 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.9 assists, 3.2 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals 
per game with a .927 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Blues: Torey Krug: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (undisclosed).
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About Last Night: Scott Wedgewood For Vezina? 

The Hurricanes fell 4-3 in a shootout to the Stars, largely 
thanks to the heroics of the debuting Scott Wedgewood. 

By AlexOhari 

In their 4-3 loss to the Stars last night, the Hurricanes 
managed to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory in 
absolutely vintage Hurricanes fashion. Scott Wedgewood 
became the latest addition to the team’s “turn-backup-
goaltender-into-Vezina-candidate” trend, in an effort that had 
Rod Brind’Amour singing praises. 

“I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 20 years being 
here as far as doing everything we were trying to do.” 
Brind’Amour said. “We just didn’t get it in the net as much as 
we’d like.” 

….You think? I mean, the Canes only peppered 47 shots on 
goal. They only had 12 high-danger scoring chances 
(according to Natural Stat Trick). And they only won the 
expected GF (xG) battle by a margin of 3.87 to 1.35 (74.2%). 
But it was just one of those nights — those nights that have 
become comically frequent. 

As a whole, you absolutely cannot fault the Canes’ effort. 
They were much the better team but ran into a hot 
goaltender that had a career night….again. Anyways. Let’s 
break down the good, the bad and the rest of the storylines 
from the game. 

The Good 

 Nino Niederreiter has been a very clutch player for 
the Canes since his arrival in the Rask trade, but 
he’s kind of taken it to another level recently. 10 of 
the last 12 goals that he’s scored have either tied 
the game for Carolina or given them the lead. He’s 
continuously showing up in key situations for the 
group, and is establishing himself as potentially the 
top priority free agent for the team come the 
offseason. On a near 30-goal pace and an element 
of heaviness that the majority of the team’s wingers 
lack, his value cannot be overstated. 

 Brady Skjei had two primary assists in the game, 
and was very solid defensively throughout. He’s 
become a very stable top-four defenseman for the 
team since his arrival in the overly-criticized 2020 
trade from New York, and it’s been nice to see him 
get rewarded offensively this year. He led the team 
with three blocked shots and also led all Canes in 
ice-time with over 24 minutes. He and Brett Pesce 
just continue to be a dynamite pairing. 

The Bad 

 As if it needs to be said, making Scott Wedgewood 
look like a Vezina-caliber goaltender is an obvious 
disaster. This guy was on waivers just a few months 
ago and has now started for three different NHL 
teams this season. Kudos to him for an unreal 
performance, but God have mercy. I had major Troy 
Grosenick flashbacks watching this one. 

 Brian Boucher’s colour commentary wasn’t enough 
to save what was ultimately a rough night for the 
ESPN Broadcast, which produced one of the 
funniest moments you’re likely to see all season. 
After the referees inexplicably awarded Dallas a 
penalty shot — and yes, it was an absolutely 
egregious call (watch below) — the network pulled 
one of the all-time biggest errors I have ever seen. 

While Michael Raffl was approaching the puck for his penalty 
shot against Freddie Andersen, ESPN decided it would be 
the perfect time to cut to commercial break. I mean, it’s not 
like the largest moment of the game was mere seconds 
away from taking place. I guess the production team figured 
that nobody cared to watch it. By the time they realized what 
was going on, the drama ended — with Andersen making the 
save. It was the perfect mix of both stunning and hilarious. 
It’ll unquestionably go down as one of the biggest bloopers of 
the season, and something that fans are sure to laugh about 
for years. 

Max Domi Debuts 

Max Domi made his Hurricanes debut, getting 10:41 of ice-
time on the fourth line alongside Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Derek Stepan. He was pretty noticeable in the first period, 
with some aggressive forechecking and patient play on the 
cycle. He didn’t really have the chance to get involved in the 
game though, and didn’t really make much of an impact in 
any facet.  

However, he led the team with four hits and the Canes 
controlled shot attempts 14-4 with him on the ice, so it was a 
positive first impression overall. As he continues to settle into 
the system, the likelihood is he’ll have more to offer 
offensively. Familiarizing him with line mates that he’s played 
with previously is a smart way to integrate him in with the 
group, and when he proves that he’s earned a promotion 
Rod will have the opportunity to bump him up in the lineup. 
He did make a positive first impression on his coach: 

“That [whole] line was good. At the end I kind of didn’t play 
them as much because the way the game was going. But 
they were good. He’s [Domi] going to need some time to 
figure out how we play a little bit because of the new system, 
but I thought he was effective.” said Brind’Amour. 
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Overall, this was not a loss that should raise any concern for 
the team or the fanbase. Sometimes — seemingly often 
times for the Canes — you just run into a hot goalie that 

steals a result. They’ll have a chance to bounce back in St. 
Louis on Saturday night, as they’re set to face the Blues on 
an 8 p.m. puck drop.

 

A Look at the Pipeline After the Domi Trade 

The Hurricanes’ pipeline remains strong even with an 
addition at the trade deadline. 

By Matthew Somma 

I think we all were expecting the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
pipeline to take more of a hit than it did. After all, with how 
the market was shaping up, it looked as if teams were going 
to have to pay a premium if they wanted to acquire high end 
talent at the deadline. Without a first round pick, the 
Hurricanes were likely going to have to utilize some of their 
prospects as trade chips if they wanted to make a trade 
work. And so they did. The Hurricanes traded Aidan 
Hreschuk to Columbus and Yegor Korshkov to Florida in a 
three team trade that brought Max Domi to Carolina. Let’s 
talk about each prospect that moved out and what the 
pipeline looks like in their absence.  

Hreschuk and Left Defense 

Hreschuk was drafted 94th overall in this past draft with the 
pick the Carolina Hurricanes acquired from the Alex 
Nedeljkovic trade. He played in his freshman season at 
Boston College and struggled on a rebuilding team. Boston 
College is usually known for having a deep team with loads 
of high end players, but this year was a bit of a down year for 
the Eagles. Their defense struggled, but Hreschuk improved 
early on. His skating and strong two way play were able to 
catch my eye a few times and I liked his physicality. I thought 
that Hreschuk had more to offer in the offensive zone, but if 
he wasn’t on the ice with the top line, there wasn’t much 
happening. Hreschuk was prone to the occasional blunder 
that wound up in his own net, which can be chalked up to 
growing pains as a prospect. Making the transition to the 
NCAA at 18 can be difficult, especially for prospects that are 
considered more raw projects. All in all, Hreschuk is a 
possible third pairing defenseman with the potential for more 
if he can discover his offensive game in college. There are 
some tools that Columbus can develop, but he seems to be 
at least four or five years away from the NHL at this present 
moment. 

As for the effect on the pipeline, the Hurricanes don’t take 
much of a hit. Before the trade, I would have put Hreschuk 
behind players such as Jesper Sellgren, Alexander Nikishin, 
Ronan Seeley and Domenick Fensore. Hreschuk had the 
ability to jump past some of these players as his career went 
on and players left the system, but it would have been 
difficult. Not to mention the Hurricanes’ current roster depth 
at LHD that includes the likes of Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei, 
Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. So, even though Hreschuk may 
have had the potential to do more in this pipeline, the sheer 
amount of players ahead of him likely made the Hurricanes 
comfortable with moving him. Tyler Inamoto, acquired from 
Florida in the trade, is an interesting piece. If he signs with 

the Hurricanes, he’s likely behind all of those prospects. I’ve 
watched a handful of his games from the past season since 
the trade went down and I can say that he’s a stay at home 
defenseman capable of blocking a ton of shots. I don’t 
believe that his offensive game will show at the NHL level 
and he’s a third pairing defenseman at best if he reaches the 
NHL. But still, it’s a nice addition to the pipeline if the 
Hurricanes can get him to sign.  

Yegor Korshkov and the Wing 

Korshkov was acquired from the Maple Leafs when we 
traded Alex Galchenyuk last season. He had the opportunity 
to sign with the Hurricanes after last season but didn’t, 
leading me to believe that the Hurricanes were going to have 
difficulty signing him. To me, this isn’t much of a loss for the 
Hurricanes. It’s not an Adam Fox situation where you have a 
great player that won’t sign for your team. Korshkov has one 
NHL game under his belt and didn’t have a fantastic 
professional career before moving back to the KHL. If 
Korshkov can make it back to the NHL, it’s likely that he’ll be 
a depth forward. He showed that he could put the puck in the 
net, but I don’t know much else about his time with Toronto. 
And after last season, I stopped keeping up with him as a 
prospect.  

The Hurricanes’ left wing depth is probably their weakest in 
the pipeline, with Patrik Puistola being the only natural left 
wing in the group. Jamieson Rees has played LW this 
season but is a natural center, showing that the Hurricanes’ 
depth at the position has room for improvement. Since I 
stopped keeping up with Korshkov after he did not sign with 
the Hurricanes, I can’t say that the pipeline has taken a hit. 
While it’s possible that he returns to the NHL with Florida, I 
can’t say that losing Korshkov will be that much of a hit to our 
overall prospect depth. The team still has an abundance of 
forward prospects overall, and even though they may not 
have as many left wingers in the pipeline, it’s still a top ten 
system in the league.  

Final Thoughts 

The Hurricanes kept their pipeline intact while adding a 
forward at the deadline, and that should be applauded. 
Without a first round pick, teams would have wanted to pry 
players such as Jack Drury, Scott Morrow or Ryan Suzuki 
from the team. The fact that the Hurricanes were able to 
trade their sixth best LHD prospect and a LW prospect that 
wasn’t going to play for the team ensures that the Hurricanes 
can improve while doing little to nothing to hurt the pipeline 
moving forward. Considering that other teams traded multiple 
first round picks or top prospects at the deadline, I’d say that 
the Hurricanes came out of the March 21st deadline 
relatively unscathed. 
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The two teams face off for the first time since November.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (42-15-7) at St. Louis Blues (35-19-9) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 65 
Saturday, March 26, 2022 - 8:00 p.m. ET 
Enterprise Center — St. Louis, MO 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: St. Louis Game Time  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 
Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

One of the biggest question marks for the St. Louis Blues 
this season was Vladimir Tarasenko, who had made a trade 
request over the off-season. The star forward was unhappy 
with the way his injuries had been handled. The Blues went 
so far as to leave him unprotected in the expansion draft — 
and imagine that alternate universe where Seattle actually 
selected Tarasenko.  

No trade ever materialized, however, and speculation that 
Tarasenko would sit out and force the Blues’ hand never 
amounted to anything. Instead, Tarasenko came to training 
camp ready to work and is putting together an outstanding 
season. Tarasenko is second on the team in points (55), and 
trails only Jordan Kyrou and David Perron in goals (21). Not 
bad for someone who hasn’t played anything even close to a 
full season of hockey since the 2018-19 season (76 games).  

So if you fantasized about Tarasenko being offloaded to 
somewhere else — somewhere that maybe he wouldn’t be 
quite so dangerous with the puck, perhaps — well, those 
hopes seem pretty dashed. The Blues’ general manager said 
that Tarasenko seems happy with the current situation and 
that there are no current concerns.  

So it is, then, that we meet the Blues, winners of just three of 
their last ten games. They’ve underperformed against bad 
teams, most recently turning in a 5-2 loss to the Philadelphia 
Flyers. They’ve also lost to the Blue Jackets, Senators, 
Devils, and Islanders in that span, and coach Craig Berube 
said that their poor record against bad teams is due to 
“arrogance”.  

Ouch.  

Needless to say, the Blues will be motivated to right the ship 
and what better team to do it against than one of the top 
teams in the league? Let’s see how the teams compare 
before puck drop:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Blues 

Record 42-15-7 35-19-9 

Goals/Game 3.25 3.52 

Category Hurricanes Blues 

Goals Against/Game 2.38 2.81 

Shots/Game 33.97 30.65 

Face Off Win % 53.2% 49.9% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.6% (7th) 26.4% (3rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.5% (1st) 82.9% (7th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.56% 47.65% 

ES PDO 100.65 102.12 

PIM/Game 09:06 08:21 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jordan Binnington 

Record 31-10-3 13-13-4 

Save % .926 .901 

GAA 2.07 3.14 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Ville Husso 

Record 10-4-3 16-5-4 

Save % .918 .925 

GAA 2.32 2.33 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes and Blues have met up once 
previously this season. The Hurricanes turned in a 
3-2 win in November with goals from Brady Skjei, 
Sebastian Aho, and Brendan Smith. Alex Lyon 
backstopped the team to a win.  

 David Perron currently has an active eight-game 
point streak. In that time, he has ten goals and four 
assists.  

 Tyler Bozak will miss at least four weeks of time 
due to a lower body injury. Torey Krug is considered 
week-to-week with an upper body injury.  
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 A lot of milestones coming up for the Hurricanes. 
Newcomer Max Domi is one goal away from 100 
career goals. Jordan Staal is two points back of 600 
career points, and Jaccob Slavin is two points away 
from 200 career points.  

 Brady Skjei and Andrei Svechnikov both celebrate 
birthdays on Saturday. Fun!

 

 

Wolves ride Leivo’s latest heroics 

Leivo's wrister with 2.2 seconds left in OT cuts magic 
number to 5  

Josh Leivo snapped home a wrister from the high slot with 
2.2 seconds left in overtime to lift the Chicago Wolves to a 4-
3 victory over the Manitoba Moose Friday night at Allstate 
Arena. 

Leivo, Andrew Poturalski and Jamieson Rees scored in 
regulation for the Wolves (38-11-5-5), who all poured on the 
ice to maul Leivo for his latest heroics against second-place 
Manitoba (33-18-4-2). 

The last time the Moose visited the Wolves, on Dec. 16, 
Leivo scored with 1.1 seconds left in regulation to give 
Chicago a 4-3 victory. 

Now the Wolves hold a 14-point lead over the Moose in the 
Central Division and their magic number to clinch a Calder 
Cup Playoff berth dropped to 5. 

“It kind of had that feel on the bench when Leivo scored,” 
said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Everyone was 
super-excited, like he just scored a playoff goal. I think that 
brings the team together. I think that brings us together in 
how we need to play. Big goal. Big game for us. Good crowd. 
I think we fed off it. Just a really good experience for us.” 

Leivo gave the Wolves the initial lead at 5:39 of the first. 
Rees, working from the left point, sent a pass to Leivo along 
the goal line to goaltender Evan Cormier’s right. Leivo flipped 
a backhand off Cormier’s back side and into the net for his 
15th goal of the year. 

The Wolves pushed the lead to 2-0 by taking advantage of 
the game’s first power play. From the point, Joey Keane 
found Poturalski in the left circle. Noesen, on the far side of 
the crease, set his stick on the ice while fending off a Moose 
defender. Poturalski zipped a pass toward Noesen’s tape, 
but the defender stuck his stick in the way and redirected it 
perfectly for Poturalski to pick up his 100th goal as a 
professional. 

Manitoba sliced the lead in half on its first power play of the 
night as Jeff Malott knocked home a rebound at 18:44 of the 
first. The Moose pulled even 53 seconds into the second 
period when Mikey Eyssimont scored on a 2-on-1 rush. 

The Moose took a 3-2 lead on C.J. Suess’ power-play goal at 
15:11 of the second, but the Wolves answered 1:44 into the 
third. Leivo collected a puck below the goal line and tapped a 
pass toward the crease. Rees claimed it and tried to jam it 
past Cormier, who stopped the first attempt but could not 
block Rees’ rebound. 

Alex Lyon (16-6-3) rejected 20 of 23 shots in regulation and 
all 7 he faced in overtime to earn the win while Cormier (5-1-
3) posted 24 saves. 

The Wolves start a three-game road trip at 3 p.m. Sunday in 
Iowa. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena to face the 
Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 2, on Salute to 
Military Families Night. For the best ticket specials, contact a 
Wolves representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-blues/c-332249976 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-st-louis-blues-st-louis-carolina-hurricanes-855a984275e94c8b85ffe60fd05ffbdc 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/25/22995857/about-last-night-scott-wedgewood-for-vezina 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/25/22996097/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-domi-trade-pipeline 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/26/22997269/carolina-hurricanes-st-louis-blues-game-preview-broadcast-how-to-watch-nhl 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/25/wolves-ride-leivo-latest-heroics/ 
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Blues vs. Hurricanes: Carolina's defense, goaltending are second to 
none 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

When, where: 7 p.m. Saturday, Enterprise Center 

TV, radio: BSM, WXOS (101.1 FM) 

About the Hurricanes: They opened the season with nine straight wins 
and haven’t looked back. The Hurricanes come to St. Louis with a 42-15-
7 record, for 91 points, the third-best record in the NHL. They are, 
however, currently in their worst stretch of the season having won only 
once in their last six games (1-3-2). The latest defeat came in Thursday’s 
4-3 shootout loss to Dallas, a game in which the Hurricanes outshot the 
Stars 47-15. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen might be the best free-agent acquisition of the 
past offseason. The former Maple Leaf is a Vezina Trophy candidate, 
with a 31-10-3 record, NHL-leading 2.07 goals-against average, and a 
save percentage of .926 that ranks fourth in the league. 

Carolina leads the league in defense, allowing only 2.38 goals per game, 
and has the NHL’s top penalty-killing unit, at 89.5%. Offensively, the 
’Canes have 10 players with at least 10 goals, led by Sebastian Aho (28) 
and Andrei Svechnikov (23). 
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Blues notebook: Barbashev, Buchnevich get some one-on-one time with 
Berube after practice 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

When Blues practice ended on Friday at Centene Community Ice Center, 
Blues coach Craig Berube skated over to Ivan Barbashev as he 
stretched, tapped him on the butt with his stick and called him over to the 
boards for a conversation. 

When Berube was done with Barbashev, he skated across the ice to 
where Pavel Buchnevich was doing some stick work and had an even 
longer conversation with him. 

While there have been plenty of team meetings during the Blues’ present 
struggles, these on-ice one-on-ones are just as significant. 

“That’s just part of the job,” Berube said. “Keep talking to people, trying to 
get to a level that’s needed to make a real good push here and then a 
real good push in the playoffs.” 

Barbashev played a season-low — by about five minutes — 7:52 on 
Thursday against Philadelphia and wasn’t on the ice for the last 12:52 of 
the Blues’ 5-2 loss. 

“We all know how’ Barbie’ can play the game with his forechecking ability 
and physical play,” Berube said, “and things like that drives the team. It 
did back then, I believe it does now. He has the capabilities of doing that 
and that’s what we need from him.” 

Buchnevich didn’t see his ice time drop but he has no goals and two 
assists in his past eight games. 

“I told (Buchnevich) your confidence will come,” Berube said. “You’ve just 
got to work your way out of it. A player like himself, he takes it personally. 
He’s not very happy right now with himself and he wants to help more 
and do more and sometimes when you try to do too much you do less. 
Be more direct, shoot more pucks. Sometimes he gets too cute.” 

Jordan Kyrou played just two shifts in the third period and wasn’t on the 
ice in the final 14:27 of the game. 

“(What’s missing is him) just him using his assets to the best of his ability 
more than anything,” Berube said. “His speed and attack and doing 
things with the puck. He’s just not engaged enough. That’s the bottom 
line. He was in Washington. I thought he had a good game, he skated 
and competed and worked. Last game, he didn’t reload hard, he didn’t 
use his speed, didn’t attack. He’s gotta be more consistent that way.” 

Berube specifically did not talk to Kyrou on Friday. 

“I left him alone today,” he said. “I think he realizes it. I think he’ll respond 
and have a good game, that’s what I believe.” 
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Fourth line shines 

Berube stuck with his fourth line of Logan Brown, Nathan Walker and 
Alexei Toropchenko at a point on Thursday in which a search for offense 
generally relegates the fourth line to spectators. 

Toropchenko scored his second goal of the season and Walker was tied 
for the lead in shots on goal in the game, with four, and his five shot 
attempts were second only to Vladimir Tarasenko and David Perron in 
the game. After a sluggish start, Berube sent the fourth line out to start 
the second period and in 20 seconds it had a scoring chance and a 
tussle in front of the Philadelphia net. 

“That was just a message to everybody,” Perron said. “That’s the line 
that’s doing it right right now. They had success, they scored our goal 
from below the goal line, getting in on the forecheck and working hard. 
Find the guy in the slot playing our system that we play offensively and 
defensively and ‘Torp’ puts it in. Hey, that’s what we’ve got to do. If we do 
that, we will have success, I truly believe it. That’s how we won the Cup.” 

Brown played as many shifts in the game as Kyrou, a surprising 
development after recent games in which his ice time had been as low as 
3:57, and his assist on the second goal was his first point since Dec. 17. 

“The line was excellent,” Berube said. “I thought they did a heck of a job 
for us the past two games.” 
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Blues notebook: Barbashev, Buchnevich get some one-on-one time with 
Berube after practice 

 

Tom Timmermann  

 

When Blues practice ended on Friday at Centene Community Ice Center, 
Blues coach Craig Berube skated over to Ivan Barbashev as he 
stretched, tapped him on the butt with his stick and called him over to the 
boards for a conversation. 

When Berube was done with Barbashev, he skated across the ice to 
where Pavel Buchnevich was doing some stick work and had an even 
longer conversation with him. 

While there have been plenty of team meetings during the Blues’ present 
struggles, these on-ice one-on-ones are just as significant. 

“That’s just part of the job,” Berube said. “Keep talking to people, trying to 
get to a level that’s needed to make a real good push here and then a 
real good push in the playoffs.” 

Barbashev played a season-low — by about five minutes — 7:52 on 
Thursday against Philadelphia and wasn’t on the ice for the last 12:52 of 
the Blues’ 5-2 loss. 

“We all know how’ Barbie’ can play the game with his forechecking ability 
and physical play,” Berube said, “and things like that drives the team. It 
did back then, I believe it does now. He has the capabilities of doing that 
and that’s what we need from him.” 

People are also reading… 

Buchnevich didn’t see his ice time drop but he has no goals and two 
assists in his past eight games. 

“I told (Buchnevich) your confidence will come,” Berube said. “You’ve just 
got to work your way out of it. A player like himself, he takes it personally. 
He’s not very happy right now with himself and he wants to help more 
and do more and sometimes when you try to do too much you do less. 
Be more direct, shoot more pucks. Sometimes he gets too cute.” 

Jordan Kyrou played just two shifts in the third period and wasn’t on the 
ice in the final 14:27 of the game. 

“(What’s missing is him) just him using his assets to the best of his ability 
more than anything,” Berube said. “His speed and attack and doing 
things with the puck. He’s just not engaged enough. That’s the bottom 
line. He was in Washington. I thought he had a good game, he skated 
and competed and worked. Last game, he didn’t reload hard, he didn’t 
use his speed, didn’t attack. He’s gotta be more consistent that way.” 

Berube specifically did not talk to Kyrou on Friday. 

“I left him alone today,” he said. “I think he realizes it. I think he’ll respond 
and have a good game, that’s what I believe.” 

Fourth line shines 

Berube stuck with his fourth line of Logan Brown, Nathan Walker and 
Alexei Toropchenko at a point on Thursday in which a search for offense 
generally relegates the fourth line to spectators. 

Toropchenko scored his second goal of the season and Walker was tied 
for the lead in shots on goal in the game, with four, and his five shot 
attempts were second only to Vladimir Tarasenko and David Perron in 
the game. After a sluggish start, Berube sent the fourth line out to start 
the second period and in 20 seconds it had a scoring chance and a 
tussle in front of the Philadelphia net. 

“That was just a message to everybody,” Perron said. “That’s the line 
that’s doing it right right now. They had success, they scored our goal 
from below the goal line, getting in on the forecheck and working hard. 
Find the guy in the slot playing our system that we play offensively and 
defensively and ‘Torp’ puts it in. Hey, that’s what we’ve got to do. If we do 
that, we will have success, I truly believe it. That’s how we won the Cup.” 

Brown played as many shifts in the game as Kyrou, a surprising 
development after recent games in which his ice time had been as low as 
3:57, and his assist on the second goal was his first point since Dec. 17. 

“The line was excellent,” Berube said. “I thought they did a heck of a job 
for us the past two games.” 
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Blues looking for way to put some order in an erratic season 

 

Tom Timmermann  

 

Just when you think you know the 2021-22 Blues, it turns out you were 
sadly mistaken. 

Just consider the past four weeks. An overtime loss to Montreal, the 
worst team in the league, didn’t bode well going into Toronto two days 
later, so naturally the Blues beat the Cup-contending Maple Leafs 6-3. 
After back-to-back losses to New Jersey and Ottawa, two regulars in the 
nether reaches of the NHL standings, the Blues faced Eastern 
Conference heavyweight the New York Rangers. Naturally, the Blues 
won 6-2. 

A 7-4 road win against playoff contender Nashville was followed by a 4-3 
overtime loss to Winnipeg. A loss to long-out-of-contention Columbus 
didn’t bode well going into Washington, where the Blues played a solid 
game almost from start to finish in a 5-2 win. That surely meant 
Philadelphia wouldn’t be a problem Thursday — interim Flyers coach 
Mike Yeo didn’t paint the rosiest of pictures about his team pregame — 
yet the Blues were, by their own description, embarrassed. 
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If all that spells trouble when the Blues on Saturday face Carolina, 
holders of the third-best record in the league, you haven’t been following 
closely. 

People are also reading… 

“You put that Washington game together,” Blues coach Craig Berube 
said, “it’s really a 60-minute, really good game in a tough building against 
a good opponent that’s been playing really good hockey. Then we come 
home and go out in the first period and don’t have much really positive 
out of it. Not a very good period. That’s kind of where this team’s at a 
little bit.” 

In a sport in which coaches value predictability, the Blues are anything 
but. They are the proverbial box of chocolates, where you never know 
what you’re going to get. 

“I think that’s how it looks certainly,” said forward David Perron. “We’ve 
had meetings, we keep having meetings, and we’ll continue to until we 
figure it out, but it’s pretty black and white. We talked about it again 
today, what we need to do to have success, and I think we have got to 
find a way to be excited for the next game, like we will (Saturday), and 
then start to bring it, start to build our game, realizing that we’ve got 19 
games left before the playoffs and that’s the only way we’re going to 
have success. There’s many little things we can do better. I think it’s 
pretty obvious watching but now they need to start happening.” 

After Thursday’s games, the Blues had a better points percentage 
against playoff teams (.633) than non-playoff teams (.621). Perron didn’t 
hesitate in agreeing with Berube’s observation Thursday that the team’s 
problem could be arrogance. 

“Maybe guys,” he said, “are guilty at times to say, ‘All right, we’ll just free 
wheel ourselves into scoring more goals than them and find a way to win 
two points.’ I think we got away from this for a while during a stretch of 
the season, and that kind of loosened us up even more. Now it’s going 
the other way on us, and it’s exciting to find a way out of it.” 

The Blues have shown themselves to be good at coming from behind, 
which is a great skill to have but a risky way to make a living. The Blues 
are one of only two teams (Florida is the other) to have a winning record 
when giving up the first goal and are tied with Tampa Bay for the most 
wins when giving up the first goal. But playing from behind takes a toll 
and is a head start on losing. The Blues have given up the first goal in 
their past four games and have been able to take the lead in only one of 
them. 

Defenseman Justin Faulk said part of the problem might be the success 
of the team’s offense. 

“Well, we’re good at scoring goals,” he said Thursday. “There’s no lack of 
confidence with that in our room, and that’s definitely not a bad thing. I 
think at times we take for granted that that’s a possibility in our group (to 
come back). It’s going to get tough, and it is tough and we’re seeing it 
moreso now that games are tighter. As you get down the stretch and into 
the playoffs, they’re way tighter than what they are right now. We just 
have to be prepared to be all right with a 0-0 game going into late some 
nights and winning 1-0, 2-0, 2-1, whatever it might be. We’ve got to be 
OK with that.” 

Ultimately for the Blues, it all gets back to doing what they’re supposed to 
do. Defenseman Colton Parayko talked before the Philadelphia game of 
all the good things the team did against Washington — “Everybody was 
just working,” he said — and that was something they needed to do, not 
just against Philadelphia, but every night. And then they didn’t do it. 

“We just have to go back to the details that need to happen every night to 
be successful,” Perron said. “It’s funny. It’s probably one of the teams 
we’re going to play in the playoffs at this moment, but Minnesota, the way 
they play is exactly how I feel we’ve played for a long time here, and you 
just hammer teams down in the O-zone, physical, playing the right way, 
everyone’s making good changes. 

“You don’t see changes where guys go right away in the back check and 
then it’s in our net three seconds later. These things need to stop 
happening for sure, and then we can take a page out of their book when 
it comes to that. We’ve done it for a long, long time. There’s a lot of guys 
in this room that can guide the team in the right direction.” 
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Alex Ovechkin rescues the Capitals with a shootout winner 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Today at 11:23 p.m. EDT 

 

BUFFALO — Washington Capitals goaltender Ilya Samsonov made a 
handful of point-bank saves, the Buffalo Sabres missed a wide-open net 
late in the third period, and the Capitals flashed some nifty skill in the 
shootout Friday night to sneak out of Buffalo night with a 4-3 shootout 
win. 

Alex Ovechkin played the hero again for the Capitals (36-20-10), scoring 
the game-winner in the third round of the shootout. Tage Thompson 
scored the lone goal for Buffalo in the shootout, and Evgeny Kuznetsov 
also converted for Washington. It was Ovechkin’s second shootout 
game-winner in the past week. 

Ovechkin deked to his forehand, then went backhand and chipped the 
puck past Sabres goalie Dustin Tokarski. 

“You always got to respect the fact that he might come in and release it 
from the bottom of the hash mark, too. I thought he had a nice move,” 
Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said. 

Ovechkin had the winner in Washington’s shootout win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes last Friday. 

“That was a very important two points for us,” Kuznetsov said. “This is 
points we needed more, especially on the back to back; it will be a pretty 
tough game for us [Saturday at home against the New Jersey Devils].” 

The shootout capped a thrilling, back-and-forth night after neither team 
could ripple the net in overtime. The Sabres (23-33-9) had the Capitals 
on the ropes in the third but couldn’t solve Samsonov (20 saves). 

And the one time Samsonov was out of the crease, the Sabres were off 
the mark. After a tumultuous sequence that saw the Capitals netminder 
turn back multiple chances, Buffalo’s Victor Olofsson missed a wide-open 
net from the slot, then looked to the rafters in disbelief. The game stayed 
knotted. 

Washington had a quality power-play chance a few minutes later with 
under eight minutes to go in the third but couldn’t capitalize, and the 
game went into a three-on-three overtime. 

The Capitals snapped a two-game losing streak. The Sabres, led by Jeff 
Skinner’s two-goal night, lost for the first time in four games. The teams 
were deadlocked at 3 entering the third, a familiar spot for Washington in 
recent weeks. After they fell into a 3-2 hole in a goal-filled second period, 
the Capitals called a timeout. Soon thereafter, Ovechkin tied the game 
with a rocket snipe off a faceoff won by Kuznetsov. 

Ovechkin has heated up in March, scoring nine goals in his past 11 
games. Four of his past five goals have been off faceoff plays. 

“He didn’t score for like five years [from that spot],” Kuznetsov said of 
Ovechkin. “It’s been a long time. It was a bouncy puck, and every time it 
was a bouncy puck I think it is headed for the goalie. Especially big man 
shooting from there, it’s tough to catch that puck.” 
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Washington’s night started well. 

Anthony Mantha continued his impressive stretch since he returned from 
his shoulder surgery in early March, giving Washington a 1-0 lead 
midway through the opening frame off a slick tic-tac-toe passing 
sequence. Mantha has five goals and two assists in the past 11 games. 

Skinner went backhand past Samsonov to tie the game at 1 with 4:11 left 
in the first before Nick Jensen gave the Capitals a 2-1 lead with his snipe 
through traffic less than five minutes into the middle frame. 

The Sabres then scored two straight to take the lead. Skinner scored his 
second at 10:23 with his shot from the circle that sneaked past 
Samsonov. Olofsson added the tap-in off a backhand touch pass from 
Casey Mittelstadt to push Buffalo ahead 3-2. 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ victory: 

Short, again 

The Capitals dressed an unconventional lineup of 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen, just as they did in Tuesday’s dismal loss to the St. Louis 
Blues. Nic Dowd and T.J. Oshie were unavailable and are still battling 
their respective ailments. Dowd looked as if he would be ready to play 
after taking normal line rushes during Washington’s morning skate. 
However, he missed his third game in a row. Oshie missed his fourth. 

Career-high nights 

Tom Wilson’s secondary assist on Mantha’s goal gave him a career-high 
45th point of the season, surpassing his 44 in 2019-20. Wilson has 19 
goals, and his 26 assists are also a career high. 

Wilson has largely stayed out of the spotlight for the right reasons this 
season. He hasn’t been involved in any controversial hits that have made 
their way to the league office and has limited his fighting majors. His 
offensive game saw a small dip during Washington’s inconsistent stretch, 
but he has seen improvement since Mantha’s return. 

Jensen’s goal was his fifth of the season, also a career high. 

Defense dilemma 

Trevor van Riemsdyk’s week-long absence because of injury has shed 
further light on the Capitals’ limited depth on the blue line. Washington 
has been adamant all season that its solid six-man unit of van Riemsdyk, 
John Carlson, Dmitry Orlov, Jensen, Justin Schultz and Martin Fehervary 
is the group it wants in the postseason. However, when one part of the 
unit gets hurt, it creates a hole that affects the whole lineup. Washington 
has had costly defensive lapses the past two games. 

Van Riemsdyk is on injured reserve after suffering an upper-body injury 
at Carolina. To fill van Riemsdyk’s role next to Schultz, Washington has 
used Michal Kempny and Matt Irwin as replacement options. Kempny 
has struggled in the past two games, recording three minor penalties. 
Irwin has played in only 15 games this season. 

Samsonov by the numbers 

Samsonov got the nod in net against the Sabres after Vitek Vanecek lost 
his past two starts. Samsonov entered the game 5-3-1 with a 2.88 goals 
against average on the road since Jan. 1. During that same stretch at 
home, he was 0-4-1 with a 4.52 goals against average. 

Samsonov has taken a back seat in the Capitals’ goalie tandem after 
Vanecek’s recent resurgence. General Manager Brian MacLellan 
doubled down on the organization’s commitment to both netminders after 
opting not to trade either at the deadline earlier in the week. 

“There was definitely some chances in overtime; he made a couple of 
saves in the third,” Laviolette said of Samsonov. "That is what you need 
at 3-3 and you are trying to move forward; you need your goaltender to 
make a couple big ones, and I thought he did.” 
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Ovechkin seals Capitals’ 4-3 shootout win over Sabres 

 

By John Wawrow - Associated Press - Friday, March 25, 2022 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said it’s no secret 
how every team has its share of set plays following offensive zone 
faceoffs. 

Not every team, however, has Alex Ovechkin. 

With the Capitals trailing 3-2, Ovechkin one-timed in Evgeny Kuznetsov’s 
faceoff win in the right circle to tie the game with his team-leading 41st 
goal with 3:13 remaining in the second period. And the captain then 
proceeded to secure a 4-3 victory over the Buffalo Sabres by scoring the 
decisive shootout goal on Friday night. 

“It’s not an emphasis. It’s just everybody’s got a bunch of faceoff plays 
they try and run,” Laviolette said. “But when it’s on his stick, it’s got a 
chance.” 

Such was also the case with Ovechkin’s scoring in the shootout. 

After Buffalo’s Tage Thompson and Kuznetsov traded shootout goals, 
Ovechkin scored on Washington’s third opportunity. He drove in from the 
right side and faked going forehand before going backhand to chip the 
puck in over Dustin Tokarski at the left post.  

Anthony Mantha and Nick Jensen also scored in helping Washington 
snap a two-game skid. Ilya Samsonov stopped 20 shots through 
regulation and allowed one goal on three shootout attempts. 

The Capitals, by virtue of earning a point by reaching overtime, officially 
eliminated the Eastern Conference’s last-place Montreal Canadiens from 
playoff contention. 

Jeff Skinner scored twice and Victor Olofsson added a goal for Buffalo, 
which had a three-game winning streak snapped. Tokarski stopped 37 
shots through overtime, including foiling John Carlson on bang-bang 
chances off a two-on-one break before the overtime buzzer. 

Buffalo squandered a chance to win four straight for the first time since a 
10-game winning streak in November 2018. 

Rather than being disappointed, coach Don Granato credited his team for 
not letting up against a playoff-contender at a time the youth-laden 
Sabres are building for the future in having all but been mathematically 
eliminated from contention for an NHL-record 11th consecutive season. 

“We didn’t have our A-game tonight, but we battled it the right way,” 
Granato said. “They figured out how to play when you’re not feeling 
good, and against a really tough team. So we found a way to get a point 
and we were in here and could have almost got two points.” 

How close? Just ask Olofsson, who looked to the rafters in frustration 
5:15 into the third period after he missed scoring into an open net. With 
Samsonov out of position, Olofsson had the puck in the slot only to shoot 
the puck wide of the right post. 

“I want that one back, for sure,” said Olofsson, who aimed for the corner 
to avoid a sliding Ovechkin. 

The Sabres dropped to 7-4 in their past 11 games, which included wins 
over Pacific Division-leading Calgary, two against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and a 4-3 shootout victory over Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Wednesday. 

Kuznetsov credited Laviolette for settling the Capitals by calling a timeout 
after Skinner, with his second of the game, and Olofsson scored 2:25 
apart to put Buffalo up 3-2 with 7:05 left in the second period. 
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“Yeah, he’s got that switch inside of him,” Kuznetsov said. “It did help and 
that’s why he’s the coach, right? He had the feeling that he had to say 
something, and it worked out.” 

PILING UP POINTS 

Kuznetsov’s assist extended his career-best point streak to 11 games, 
during which he has seven goals and seven assists. … Ovechkin has five 
goals in his past six and increased his career total to 771. He ranks third 
on the list behind Wayne Gretzky (894) and Gordie Howe (801). 
Ovechkin also earned his 1,397th career point, one behind former 
Edmonton star Jari Kurri, who ranks 21st on the list. 

WORKING OVERTIME 

Buffalo, coming off a 4-3 shootout win over Pittsburgh on Wednesday, 
played its fourth consecutive game that went past regulation, following 
OT wins at Vancouver and Calgary last weekend. The game Friday 
marked the first time the Sabres had four consecutive games go past 
regulation since a 2-0-2 stretch from March 10-17, 2012. 

SCRATCHES 

Capitals: RW T.J. Oshie missed his fourth consecutive game with a 
lower-body injury. 

Sabres: C John Hayden remains in a Vancouver hotel after testing 
positive for COVID-19 on Sunday. 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: Host New Jersey to open four-game homestand on Saturday. 

Sabres: Travel to play New York Rangers on Sunday. 
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Anthony Mantha keeps scoring as Caps get back on track 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

The month of March has been very kind to the Capitals, as they’ve 
essentially cemented a playoff spot and turned around their worst stretch 
of the season. 

And over the last few weeks, their story cannot be told without talking 
about the play of Anthony Mantha.  

With the opening goal Friday in Buffalo, the Capitals’ second line left 
winger scored his fifth goal in 11 games. He has not only played well on 
the ice since his return from shoulder surgery in early March, but he’s 
helped balance out the Capitals’ lines as well.  

Against the Sabres, the trio of Mantha, Nicklas Backstrom and Tom 
Wilson outshot their opponents 10-2 at five-on-five. As the Capitals look 
to settle their lineup combinations with a month left to play before the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs begin, getting another scoring line rolling in addition 
to the top line with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov would be a 
major plus.  

Considering how Mantha has played, and also what he’s added to the 
stat sheet, it’s a boost the Capitals sorely needed. 

With T.J. Oshie and Nic Dowd out of the lineup due to injury, the Capitals 
have had to play 11 forwards for the last two games as the injury bug, 
which was once thought to be behind the team, has come back once 
again.  

In just 21 games this season, the Capitals moved to 13-3-5 with Mantha 
in the lineup — a 121-point pace over 82 games. Certainly, it’s unfair to 

put that, even a little bit, on Mantha’s shoulders. But it’s true that with him 
in the lineup, the Capitals are a much better team than without him.  

And the more Mantha continues to put points up, the more the Capitals 
will feel comfortable in moving their lines around to try and find what 
works best for them. 

There will certainly be more lineup juggling down the stretch, but the duo 
of Mantha and Backstrom at wing and center has stuck together since 
the Capitals traded for Mantha a year ago. And with a significant injury 
clearly in the rearview, it’s safe to say this is likely the best hockey 
Mantha has played in Washington. 
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Caps outlast Sabres in shootout 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

The Capitals won in a shootout over the Buffalo Sabres on Friday on the 
front-end of a back-to-back, as they earned a much-needed two points 
with a 4-3 victory.  

It was the second shootout winner for Alex Ovechkin in the last week. 

The Capitals are now 36-20-10 on the season. They’ll be in action at 
home in less than 24 hours.  

A shootout, once more 

The Capitals were hemmed in their own zone for most of the overtime 
period, but kept the Sabres off the board long enough to force a 
shootout.  

There, Ovechkin won the game in a shootout as the Capitals rallied for a 
2-1 shootout win in a 4-3 victory.  

Ovechkin keeps scoring 

With a bullet of a slap shot in the second period to tie the game, 
Ovechkin scored his 41st goal of the season and moved to just 29 goals 
shy of No. 800 and 30 shy of Gordie Howe for 2nd all-time.  

Ovechkin’s tally was also his fifth in the last six games and ninth in the 
last 11 games. As of the end of the night, Ovechkin sits fourth in the NHL 
for goals this season, just one behind Rangers forward Chris Kreider. 

While there’s been a load of uncertainty throughout the year for 
Washington, Ovechkin has continued his excellence this season.  

Oshie/Dowd miss more time 

The Capitals were once again without T.J. Oshie and Nic Dowd on 
Friday. In turn, the Capitals played 11 forwards and seven defensemen 
for the second-straight game.  

Oshie has now missed the team’s last four games with a lower-body 
injury while Dowd has missed the last three with an upper-body injury. 
Their returns are still unknown, but both are listed as day-to-day. 

It’s been an up-and-down year injury-wise for both of them, as Oshie has 
played in just 28 games this season. Dowd has played in 50 of the 
team’s 66, but has battled a few different injuries all season. 

Samsonov starts in net 

Ilya Samsonov got just his third start of the month with the Capitals on 
the front-end of a back-to-back in Buffalo.  

On the night, he stopped 20 of 23 Sabres shots sent his direction. 
Notably, he kept the team in the game in overtime when the Sabres 
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pushed for nearly the entire five-minute frame. He also made two saves 
in the shootout period. 

It's been a challenging month for Samsonov, who has gotten just two 
starts since Feb. 28 after the solid play of Vitek Vanecek in net. But down 
the stretch, he'll certainly be called upon again to stay fresh.  

Mantha strikes again 

Anthony Mantha continued his hot month of March since his return from 
shoulder surgery with a first period goal to put the Caps on top early in 
Buffalo.  

Mantha now has seven goals and six assists on the season, but has 
scored five goals with two assists in his 11 games since the return. His 
linemates have shuffled a bit in the last few weeks, but Mantha has been 
a strong force since his return.  

With Mantha in the lineup, the Capitals have been able to re-organize 
their lines in a way that makes a bit more sense — especially with the 
continued absences of Oshie and Dowd. 
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Beninati, Laughlin release 25th anniversary Broadcast Blend Cabernet 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Joe Beninati and Craig Laughlin have been a team on the air calling 
Capitals games for 25 years and now they are teaming up again on their 
first wine. On Friday, the release of the 25th Anniversary Broadcast 
Blend Cabernet was officially announced, bottled by the 3 Steves Winery. 

With this Cabernet, the duo combined Beninati's love of wine with 
Laughlin's love of drinking to bring a new wine and they are doing it for a 
great cause. 

Per the release, "This wine collaboration is inspired by and designed to 
benefit The Laughlin Family Foundation, which firmly believes 'Every 
Cancer Deserved a Voice' and a portion of all sales will help us fight the 
fight." 

If noted wine connoisseur Beninati is putting his name on it, you know it 
must be good. 

You can view the announcement on the 3 Steves Winery site here. 

The Laughlin Family Foundation was founded to bring awareness to rare 
cancers after Craig's wife, Linda Laughlin, battled a rare form of 
endometrial cancer. 
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Caps GM's view of the East and where the Caps fit 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

The 2022 trade deadline brought with it a flurry of moves among the Cup 
contenders. Notable players such as Claude Giroux, Rickard Rakell and 
Marc-Andre Fleury switched teams. And through it all, the Capitals, an 
aging team that may be facing its final year as a championship 
contender, made little noise. That's not to say they did nothing -- 

Washington made two shrewd moves by acquiring forwards Marcus 
Johansson and Johan Larsson at a relatively cheap cost -- but the team 
hardly made the kind of splash many of the top teams in the league did. 

And that was by design. 

Capitals general manager Brian MacLellan is very much aware of how 
deep the Eastern Conference is. The top eight teams separated 
themselves months ago leaving little doubt as to who will be playing in 
the postseason. Looking at those eight teams, MacLellan firmly believes 
that there really is not that much that separates any of them and that any 
one of those eight is capable of making a deep run. 

“Those eight teams are all good teams," MacLellan said on Monday after 
the deadline. "I think on any given night, one could beat the other. 
There’s probably one or two that maybe have separated. You can tell by 
the points how it’s going to finish up here, we’re all going to be pretty 
close in points. It’s going to be about health, it’s going to be about playing 
the right way at the right time. We’ll see what happens in the east. Good 
teams could get upset [in the] first round and you never know what’s 
going to happen after that.” 

That's the kind of thing you would expect the general manager of the 
second wild card team to say, especially after seeing every single playoff 
team in the East make some kind of deadline deal. It also might be true. 

In addition to the crazy nature of the Stanley Cup Playoffs that seemingly 
brings numerous upsets every year, MacLellan has reason to be 
confident in his team even in the wake of a shaky stretch. 

The Caps were not good from January to February, going 8-12-2 during 
that stretch. From October through December, however, they were 
literally the best team in the NHL, tied for the league lead in points. 
Injuries finally caught up to them leading to the rough two-month stretch 
which prompted some tough comments from MacLellan looking forward 
to the trade deadline. 

"Sometimes just to add depth pieces we might overpay a little bit 
because we felt we have a good team and we’re going to go a long way 
and we just need players," MacLellan said on March 7. "I don’t know that 
we’re in that mode." 

After those comments, Washington won seven of its next eight games 
and looked like a completely different team. 

When looking back, MacLellan said he was not trying to motivate the 
team, he was just being honest. 

"I think it was an honest assessment of where we were at," he said. "We 
had lost I don't know how many home games. We had lost like six, seven 
in a row. We were struggling I felt. There was no consistency in our 
game. I think it was just an honest opinion of where we were at. I think 
within that opinion, I also stated that we were at the upper level of the 
league at the beginning of the year. And that's the truth too. Injuries, guys 
coming in and out of the lineup may have had an effect. I was just trying 
to make an assessment of where I thought we were at at the time." 

Now MacLellan's opinion is different. But then why only make two small 
moves at the deadline? Because to MacLellan, he knows how good the 
team is as constructed. He saw it from October to December and he saw 
it in March. 

"I think we played a lot better, but again I think it’s getting guys back, 
getting guys slotted properly and [Vitek Vanecek] playing really well in 
net," MacLellan said. "All those things I think contributed to our level of 
play increasing and our record as of late. I think the goal has been to find 
some chemistry in our middle six whether injuries or other things that 
were happening and some depth. It seems like the whole year we’ve 
been injured, players going in and out of the lineup. Going into the 
playoffs, we wanted to have as much depth as we could.” 

At no point this season have the Caps had their full lineup available to 
them. That streak will stretch through the entire season with Carl Hagelin 
out with an eye injury. The point is, even when the team dealt with a 
number of key injuries early in the season, they were still the top team in 
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the league. It is only when the injuries started to mount and the depth 
began to get stretched that Washington faltered. 

So for MacLellan, he didn't feel major changes needed to be made. He 
just needed to add depth. 

Even though the Caps sit in a wild card spot and watched as the teams 
around them made big moves -- Pittsburgh acquired Rakell, the New 
York Rangers added four players and Carolina brought in Max Domi -- 
MacLellan did not feel he had to join the arms race to be a contender. In 
his mind, the Caps already are one. 

"When we have our second line healthy — we're bringing in a couple 
more forwards here — I think it's a pretty well-rounded group," MacLellan 
said. "It gives us flexibility line up wise that you can move guys around. I 
think we can compete with anybody in our division." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.26.2022 
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The definitive 2021-22 Capitals goal songs playlist: Foo Fighters, AC/DC, 
Jimi Hendrix and some surprising choices 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir Mar 25, 2022  

 

Country roads, take me home, to the place I belong 

West Virginia, mountain mama, take me home, country roads 

If you’re of a certain age, you probably know the words to John Denver’s 
famous singalong, “Take Me Home, Country Roads.” 

If you’ve been to a game at Capital One Arena over the past three 
seasons and T.J. Oshie happened to score, there’s also a good chance 
you’ve jumped out of your seat and joined 18,000 fellow Caps fans in 
belting out the chorus as Oshie hugged and fist-bumped his teammates 
on the ice. 

Oshie is from Everett, Wash., by way of Warroad, Minn. He attended 
college at the University of North Dakota and broke into the NHL in St. 
Louis. 

So how in the world did he pick a song that debuted 15 years before he 
was born and pays tribute to the Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah 
River? 

Here’s how. 

“I have some dad friends, as I call them,” Oshie explained this week. 
“Just some friends here in Arlington (Va.). Our kids went to preschool 
together so we started a little group. We went down to Pinehurst (Golf 
Resort in North Carolina) a few years ago. We got there on a Thursday 
night and there was a little Irish pub right there in the basement. It was us 
six and maybe four other people in the whole bar. It was karaoke night 
and everyone had to sing a song. 

“I honestly did not know all the words —not even close,” he added. “I 
knew, like, a couple of words from the chorus; I just knew everyone loved 
the song. And sure enough, all the guys came on the stage and we all 
sang together and I was like, ‘Jeez, that’s a fun song for people to get on 
board with.’ So that’s how I came up with it.” 

Goal songs in D.C. debuted during the 2019-20 season. The team’s first 
playlist was chronicled here in Jan. 2020 — Capitals goal songs: The 
stories behind the music. But there’s been a ton of roster churn since 
then. In fact, seven of the 21 players mentioned in the original writeup 
have moved on. So, after a number of requests from readers for a follow-
up, here it is, the definitive 2021-22 Capitals goal songs playlist: 

Capitals goal songs, 2022 edition 

2 

Justin Schultz 

"Hell Yeah" 

Rev Theory 

3 

Nick Jensen 

"Nick of Time" 

AC/DC 

6 

Michal Kempny 

"Semi-Charmed Life" 

Third Eye Blind 

8 

Alex Ovechkin 

"Shake, Rattle, and Roll" 

Big Joe Turner 

9 

Dmitry Orlov 

"Numb" 

Linkin Park 

19 

Nicklas Backstrom 

"Here I Go Again '87" 

Whitesnake 

20 

Lars Eller 

"Eye of the Tiger" 

Survivor 

21 

Garnet Hathaway 

"What is Love" 

Haddaway 

22 

Johan Larsson 

TBD 

TBD 

24 

Connor McMichael 

"Shout" 

The Isley Brothers 

26 

Nic Dowd 

"You Can Call Me Al" 
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Paul Simon 

39 

Anthony Mantha 

"Feels Good" 

Tony! Toni! Tone! 

42 

Martin Fehervary 

"Learn to Fly" 

Foo Fighters 

43 

Tom Wilson 

"Boom" 

Tiesto & Sevenn 

45 

Axel Jonsson-Fjallby 

"Learn to Fly" 

Foo Fighters 

52 

Matt Irwin 

"Learn to Fly" 

Foo Fighters 

57 

Trevor van Riemsdyk 

"Born to Run" 

Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band 

62 

Carl Hagelin 

"Red Lights" 

Tiesto 

73 

Conor Sheary 

"Sherry" 

The Four Seasons 

74 

John Carlson 

"Johnny B. Goode" 

Chuck Berry 

77 

T.J. Oshie 

"Take Me Home, Country Roads" 

John Denver 

90 

Marcus Johansson 

TBD 

TBD 

92 

Evgeny Kuznetsov 

"Astronaut in the Ocean" 

Masked Wolf 

You can listen to the songs and save the playlist here if you use Spotify. 

Now, for some details. 

Every player currently on the roster has a song. Some handpicked their 
tune. Others had one assigned to them by the game operations 
department. 

All the players, however, are in agreement on one thing: It’s pretty cool, 
especially when the entire building sings “Take Me Home, Country 
Roads” after an Oshie goal. 

“When Osh scores,” rookie Connor McMichael said “the fans love it. He’s 
known for ‘Country Roads.’ It’s so cool when you see the whole crowd 
getting into it like that.” 

Added Oshie: “I haven’t scored that much this year, so I haven’t heard it 
enough. But it’s awesome. It’s about as close as it gets to the crowd 
chanting your name, I think.” 

McMichael said he picked “Shout” by The Isley Brothers in the hopes it 
would become a popular singalong similar to Oshie’s selection. 

“I thought that one would be cool — something the fans could get into,” 
he said. “It’s a catchy song that can create some energy in the rink.” 

Alex Ovechkin’s choice — “Shake, Rattle and Roll” by Big Joe Turner — 
is not only the most frequently played song on F Street, it’s also the most 
curious selection. For the full story, be sure to go back and read the 2020 
piece, which explains why he dropped “Still D.R.E” by Dr. Dre featuring 
Snoop Dogg and settled on a ditty that debuted in 1954. 

As you might have noticed, many of the songs have a connection to a 
player’s name or nickname. 

Conor Sheary’s song is “Sherry” by The Four Seasons. 

Nick Jensen has “Nick of Time” by AC/DC. 

Lars Eller’s song is “Eye of the Tiger” by Survivor, which is a nod to his 
nickname, Tiger. 

Prospect Hendrix Lapierre’s song — “All Along the Watchtower” by Jimi 
Hendrix — isn’t listed because he’s not currently on the roster, but it’s a 
safe bet you’re going to hear it a lot in future seasons. Lapierre, of 
course, was named after the 1960s rocker.  

Garnet Hathaway picked Haddaway’s “What is Love” in part because the 
artist’s name is similar to his own. (Funny enough, Hathaway and game 
ops settled on the song without knowing what the other was thinking.) 

There’s also John Carlson’s song, “Johnny B. Goode” by Chuck Berry. 

“It’s fine,” Carlson said with a shrug, noting that he didn’t pick a song, so 
he had one assigned to him. “I don’t really care about that stuff. I don’t 
know who picked it. Someone — game ops, I guess — came up with 
ideas, and I was like, all right, let’s go with that.” 

Carlson may be indifferent about it. His teammates, however, enjoy the 
tune. 

“I think Johnny’s fits him real well,” Oshie said. “I don’t know if he likes it, 
but I know the guys on the bench LOVE IT.” 

After a brief pause to contemplate, Oshie added: “There’s probably some 
goals songs out there that could probably use some work. But it’s a fun 
thing, and I’m glad the Caps do it.” 
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Some of the players’ songs are a nod to family or friends, like Oshie’s.  

Evgeny Kuznetsov’s song — “Astronaut in the Ocean” by Masked Wolf 
— was picked by his 6-year-old daughter, Ecenia. 

Nic Dowd’s choice — “You Can Call Me Al” by Paul Simon — was his 
wedding song. 

A few players have changed songs over the past two years, and at least 
one other — Nicklas Backstrom — is contemplating it. 

Tom Wilson dropped Devo’s “Whip It,” which was a nod to his nickname, 
“Whip,” and switched to “Boom” by Tiësto & Sevenn. Wilson has become 
friendly with Tiësto, who was the D.J. at the team’s Stanley Cup 
celebration the night they won in Las Vegas four years ago. 

“It’s catchy,” Wilson said. 

“Through mutual friends, I’ve gotten to know Tiësto and his family a little 
bit,” he explained. “So, I guess it’s a little bit of tribute to him. I wanted to 
pick somebody that I know. And whenever we’re at a music festival or 
club or anything like that, he’s always been amazing at letting us hang 
around or be a part of it.” 

As for Backstrom, he joked that he “panicked” a few years ago and 
picked “Here I Go Again ’87” by Whitesnake. 

“I got to change that,” he said. 

“Herrre I gooo againnnn,” Backstrom began singing before the reporter 
cut him off and asked what else he’s considering. 

“Something with some beats to it,” he joked, before turning serious: “I 
love it in the regular season, but I wish in the playoffs we had one song. 
That’s just me.” 

The team’s newest additions, Marcus Johansson and Johan Larsson, 
have not settled on a song yet, according to Tommy Chalk, the team’s 
manager of media relations and contest. He tells The Athletic that he 
intends to get with each player soon. 

Until then, the team’s generic goal song — “Learn to Fly” by the Foo 
Fighters — will be played when they score. Just as it is whenever Martin 
Fehervary and Matt Irwin score. 

In the case of Irwin, make that if he scores. The Caps’ No. 7 defenseman 
has appeared in only 14 games and hasn’t potted one yet. 

“They can play whatever,” he said with a smile. “I would just be happy the 
puck went in the net. I probably wouldn’t even hear it.” 

Asked if he could pick a goal song for himself, Irwin started to laugh. 

“At the rate I’m going,” he said, starting to crack up, “something like ‘I 
Believe in Miracles’ would be good.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 03.26.2022 
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5 things behind the Lightning’s recent struggles 

The Bolts haven’t been themselves lately. Or is this what they really are? 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BOSTON — After losing six of their past eight games and being sent to 
their second three-game losing streak in the past three weeks with a 3-2 
loss to the Bruins on Thursday, the Lightning hardly look like a 
championship-caliber team. 

Their drive for a third straight Stanley Cup championship has hit a major 
snag during an 11-games-in-11-cities stretch this month, and after the 

loss to the Bruins, the Lightning slipped into a wild-card spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

Here’s a look at five reasons they are struggling. 

Confidence is wavering 

The Lightning know the winning formula. They’ve been a confident group 
because of it. They are comfortable in uncomfortable situations because 
they know how to pull out wins. 

It works until it doesn’t, and that the Lightning are in the midst of their 
worst eight-game stretch since going 1-6-1 early in the 2016-17 season 
shows this is something they are not used to. 

“The toughest thing to get back in the world, in any facet of the world, is 
confidence,” captain Steven Stamkos said. “It’s such a fickle word and 
something that people take for granted. I think when you have it, it’s 
great, but it goes away pretty quick, and you have to grind and battle and 
not cheat the game to get it back. So that’s what we’ll look to do.” 

Scoring stars are struggling 

When they’re at their best, the Lightning are getting offensive 
contributions from across all four lines. But with the skill they possess on 
their top lines, those are the guys that drive success. 

Now, the top scorers are going through a slump at the same time. 
Stamkos’ goal Thursday was his first in nine games. Nikita Kucherov has 
one goal in his past 11 games, Brayden Point one in his past nine. 

The Lightning’s big three are getting scoring opportunities, but they’re 
missing wide or hitting posts. 

Adding to the Lightning’s frustration is that Tampa Bay hasn’t been able 
to break through when its top scorers are on power plays. Over the past 
nine games, the Lightning are 3-for-28 with the man advantage. Point’s 
power-play goal against the Rangers in last Saturday’s home loss is the 
only man-advantage goal scored by the big three during that stretch. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman has the other two. 

Discipline is lacking 

The Lightning long have been a team that commits a lot of minor 
penalties, but over the past two seasons, they’ve been able to overcome 
them. This team hasn’t been good enough to do so. 

Inside their locker room, the Lightning might create the narrative that 
they’re not getting calls. Following a loss to Pittsburgh this month, coach 
Jon Cooper wondered at a news conference why the Penguins were one 
of the fewest-penalized teams in the league. But reputation goes both 
ways, and the Lightning are known as a team that commits a lot of 
penalties. That means they need to work harder to avoid penalties. 

Combine that with sloppy puck play that leads to odd-man rushes — 
Boston had five odd-man rushes in the first period Thursday, compared 
with none for the Lightning — and it’s a recipe for losing. 

The opposition is better 

The Lightning set a high bar in winning the past two Cups. If their play 
against their conference opponents this season is any indication, it’s 
clear their opponents have closed the gap. Entering Friday, the eight 
teams in the Eastern Conference playoff positions were separated by 12 
points. The Lightning are 6-9-3 against the other seven teams in playoff 
positions and have multiple wins against just one, the Capitals. 

Their best player is frustrated 

We’re not talking about Kucherov. We know he’s frustrated. But 
goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy typically doesn’t show emotion, and that’s 
one of the things that makes him great. Vasilevskiy continues to be the 
Lightning’s most valuable player because of the way he has kept his 
team in games despite being left on an island by his defense. Vasilevskiy 
has played a lot of hockey over the past three seasons, and this season 
he’s facing an average of nearly 30 shots a game. It might be starting to 
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catch up with him, mentally and physically. Two of Bruins forward David 
Pastrnak’s three goals Thursday were on shots Vasilevskiy normally 
would have stopped, and with a tie score late in the third period, 
Vasilevskiy looked to the ceiling in frustration, thinking the Bruins had 
scored through his five hole on a shot that he stopped and was in front of 
him. 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 03.26.2022 
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Duhatschek notebook: A defenseman's Hart Trophy chances, CBA 
loopholes and final trade deadline thoughts 

 

Eric Duhatschek14-18 minutes 25/03/2022 

 

This year, 2022, marks the 50th anniversary of an extraordinary 
achievement — Boston Bruins defenceman Bobby Orr winning the Hart 
Trophy as the NHL’s most valuable player for the third year in 
succession. 

Until Orr came along, the only other defenceman in history to manage 
that feat, multiple times was Eddie Shore, way back before analytics 
became a thing. Shore won the Hart four times — 1933, 1935, 1936, and 
1938. 

But ever since Orr’s run, only one other defenceman in half a century – 
Chris Pronger in 2000 – has won the Hart, and that was a close and 
controversial vote. 

Pronger won by a single voting point (396 to 395) over Jaromir Jagr, and 
did so mostly on the strength of far more first-place votes (25 to 18) 
compared to the Penguins superstar. 

A large part of Pronger’s appeal that year was that he went plus-52 for 
the St. Louis Blues, which is back before plus-minus became so 
discredited as a stat. One other quick observation: There was a period of 
time between 1997 and 2002 when the trophy voters seemed inclined to 
look beyond just forwards for the Hart. That six-year period featured a 
goalie winning back-to-back Harts (Dominik Hasek), then Jagr, then 
Pronger, then Joe Sakic, then Jose Theodore. So, four non-forwards in a 
six-year span. And ever since, it’s just Carey Price breaking the run of 
forwards in 2015. 

But here we are, in a curiously up-and-down 2021-22 NHL season, 
where arguably there are three defensemen on playoff-bound teams who 
theoretically meet the official Hart trophy criteria – which goes to, “the 
player adjudged to be most valuable to his team.” 

Roman Josi in Nashville, Cale Makar in Colorado and Victor Hedman in 
Tampa Bay. 

If you go by the oddsmakers, as of mid-March, none of those three 
exceptional defensemen are genuinely in the conversation. Currently, the 
top five Hart candidates are Auston Mathews (Toronto), Igor Shesterkin 
(Rangers), Connor McDavid (Edmonton), Jonathan Huberdeau (Florida) 
and Alex Ovechkin (Washington). All have legitimate cases too, creating 
a murky muddle. 

The problem, for a long time, has been a quirky bias that you see not just 
in hockey but in other sports too. Because hockey has a specific award 
for a defenceman (the Norris) and for goalies (the Vezina), the Hart 
almost always goes to a forward. In the same way that baseball pitchers 
need to be extraordinarily dominant to also win the MVP because they 
also have the Cy Young to compete for. Goalies and defensemen really 
need to go above and beyond in order to overcome the natural bias 
against them. 

And yet, is that something that’s unfolding this year? 

Maybe. Let’s start with Josi, who is on an extraordinary offensive run. He 
picked up an assist in the Predators’ loss to Vegas Thursday night, 
meaning he now has points in his last 12 games, recording an 
eyepopping 26 points in that span. Josi is up to seventh place in the 
scoring race and his 61 assists are second in the league to Huberdeau 
(67), one ahead of McDavid. He has 13 points more than the Predators’ 
second-leading scorer, Matt Duchene, and is playing 25:50 per game on 
a team that was not expected to make the playoffs this year. If the 
postseason began today, they’d be in. 

Then there’s Makar. He has 49 assists, 10th-most in the NHL. He also 
has 22 goals, which is most among NHL defenceman and four more than 
Josi, and 71 points. According to #NHLStats, this represents just the third 
time in league history when two defenseman have scored 70 points in 
fewer than 60 games. The other two seasons happened a long time ago, 
in a different era: 1991-92 (Brian Leetch and Phil Housley) and 1990-91 
(Paul Coffey and Al MacInnis). 

Meanwhile, there’s Hedman. 

Tampa Bay’s been on a bit of a tailspin lately, with all the top players — 
from Nikita Kucherov to Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos — slumping 
a little. But Hedman has been the leader of the pack. He has 62 points, 
12 in his last 11 games. He has been their best player, from start to 
finish. 

So, you have Nashville, a team many believed wouldn’t make the 
playoffs, likely to get in — and there’s no question if they do so, that Josi 
is the primary reason. Is that the definition of most valuable to his team? 
Colorado will win the West, and maybe the league, and with apologies to 
Nathan MacKinnon, Nazem Kadri and Mikko Rantanen, Makar has 
clearly been their most valuable player. And even if Tampa Bay is 
suddenly holding onto only a wild-card playoff berth, Hedman has been 
their most consistent and productive player as well. 

One can assume that Tampa Bay will eventually get out of this funk and 
in the next 20 games, position themselves for a run at a threepeat. 

Shesterkin supporters will no doubt argue that no single player has been 
more valuable to his team, even with the recent dip in his play (allowing 
four or more goals in three of his last five stars). No question, he’s been 
exceptional overall. 

Realistically, however, there are three defensemen — on playoff bound 
teams — who could arguably be in the Hart Trophy conversation, if 
voters were to think creatively and out of the box. My guess is, they won’t 
get the necessary traction, because that’s just not how voters are 
hardwired. Josi, Makar and Hedman will make for a fascinating Norris 
Trophy race down the stretch here. Whether they can spill into the Hart 
conversation will be worth watching and debating over the final five 
weeks of the regular season. 

The spirit of the rules 

No one has more fun on Twitter than Roberto Luongo and he was at it 
again Monday night, hours after the NHL trade deadline had come and 
gone. 

It was a short, whimsical and pointed reference to the most controversial 
deal of the day, the one that eventually got overturned — Vegas trying 
but ultimately failing to send Dadonov and a second-round pick to 
Anaheim, essentially for Kesler’s contract and that of the injured John 
Moore. 

In all, the NHL reported that 33 trades involving 54 players were 
completed before the 3 p.m. ET trade deadline, though the official count 
is now down to 32. 

After a complicated two-day review, the Dadonov trade was overturned 
because it breached his no-trade clause and Dadonov was back playing 
for Vegas Thursday night, immediately contributing three points, a 
message that he clearly wants to stay with the Golden Knights. Let’s see 
what the offseason brings. 

Meanwhile, Kesler’s rights reverted back to the Ducks. 
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As that was unfolding, the Arizona Coyotes made a similarly structured 
deal with Winnipeg, acquiring Bryan Little’s contract along with unsigned 
prospect Nathan Smith for a 2022 fourth-rounder. Little last played for the 
Jets in November, 2019, when he was struck flush on the ear by a 
slapshot from Nik Ehlers. As with Kesler, Little isn’t expected to play 
again. As with Kesler, his contract — not his actual playing skills, was 
what was traded here. 

This is the reality of today’s NHL, where the salary-cap system has 
twisted and turned the industry so upside-down that the accountants 
have become as critical as the hockey operations department in 
preparing for — and then — executing trades. 

It’s why NHL GMs will debate the matter at their annual gathering in 
Florida beginning next Monday — to see if there’s a way of amending the 
collective bargaining agreement so that the salary cap, which governs 
regular-season payroll, can also be applied to the postseason. 

Originally, the point of the salary cap was twofold: Controlling costs and 
evening the playing field. It’s done a decent job of managing the first, but 
these loopholes — allowing for contracts such as Kesler’s and Little’s 
contracts to be traded — means they’ve done a poor job on the second 
front. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman frequently likes to speak about unintended 
consequences. This clearly fits the bill. 

When the salary cap was first adopted, no one imagined that the 
contracts of players forced out of the game because of injury would 
become a type of currency, in the same way draft choices and salary 
retention are a type of currency. 

And it wouldn’t even matter, except that if Vegas does sneak in and 
qualify for the playoffs — at which point the salary cap is lifted — they 
would theoretically be in a position to ice an opening-night line-up for the 
postseason, approaching $100 million. And they would do so without any 
qualms at all, since it’s a path that Tampa Bay went down previously last 
year with Nikita Kucherov and Chicago did in 2015 with Patrick Kane. 

Is there an appetite for change? The fact that it’s on the GM’s agenda 
suggests yes, there is. 

A long time ago, I had an NHL general manager say to me that there is a 
simple way to address the problem, noting: “You have a salary cap all 
year — one number — why change it for the playoffs? Everything that’s 
happening now is all within the rules of the CBA, but it’s not in spirit of the 
rules.” 

Luongo summed up the absurdity of the current reality in that tweet. It’s 
time to get it fixed. 

Further examining the deadline 

Our Sean McIndoe reported in our live trade deadline blog last Monday 
an entertaining exchange on TSN between analyst Jeff O’Neill and host 
James Duthie, after the Ottawa Senators acquired Zach Senyshyn from 
the Boston Bruins for Josh Brown: 

O’Neill: He’s got good upside. 

Duthie: What’s that? 

O’Neill: He’s got good upside. 

Duthie: Have you ever seen Zach Senyshyn play? 

O’Neill: I’ve never heard of the guy. 

OK, I laughed out loud. But I think O’Neill’s answer also echoed the 
feelings of a lot of people watching the show and/or parsing the names of 
players traded on deadline day. 

Without actually looking it up, if you were asked, where the following 
players were playing prior to being traded, how many could you correctly 
identify: Brayden Burke, Frederic Allard, Nelson Nogier, Michael 

McNiven, Tyler Inamoto, Egor Korshkov, Markus Phillips, Alexei 
Melnichuk, Antoine Morand, Nate Schnarr? 

And even semi-familiar names such as Victor Rask, Anthony Bitetto, Nick 
Merkley, Luke Witkowski, Jake Walman, Alex Biega and Nathan 
Beaulieu probably would have sent you scrambling to HockeyDB. 

So that’s 16 names, all of whom were listed by the NHL as players 
swapped on deadline day, even though most hadn’t played an NHL 
game this year and some have never played an NHL game. Perhaps 
more pertinent than the fact that there were a record number of names 
traded on deadline day this year, there were 28 draft choices swapped, 
also a record according to the NHL. (The official count is now down to 27, 
after the Vegas-Anaheim deal was voided). 

So, it’s a lot to digest and yes, in the midst of all the fluff, there were 
some interesting deals that took place that might — might — make a 
difference come playoff time. 

Some names just hit you over the head on deadline day — it would start 
with Marc-Andre Fleury to Minnesota from Chicago, plus the trio of useful 
players picked up by New York (Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Justin 
Braun). 

Then there were the strategic adds: 

Pittsburgh, which got Rickard Rakell. 

Carolina, where Max Domi was landed in a complicated three-way deal. 

Colorado, which added Artturi Lehkonen and Andrew Cogliano after 
previously acquiring Josh Manson and Nico Sturm 

Calgary, which supplemented previously-acquired Tyler Toffoli and Calle 
Jarnkrok with another depth piece in Ryan Carpenter. 

Much of the heavy lifting had been done before the final 24 hours and the 
critical next step is seamlessly integrating all the new faces into a team’s 
lineup. 

Every year, Brian Burke goes on TV to remind people that only one 
Stanley Cup is awarded — and that means, a lot of teams crafting a lot of 
moves will ultimately come away disappointed. 

In the beginning, though, the trio of newcomers to Florida (Claude 
Giroux, Ben Chiarot and Robert Hagg) all got off to a successful start. 
Giroux and Hagg registered assists in their first 36 seconds on the ice 
with the Panthers, which apparently isn’t even a team record. Legendary 
fitness trainer Gary Roberts earned his first Florida Panthers point 26 
seconds into his debut in October, 2005. 

Arguably the most prominent debut came when the Dallas Stars 
newcomer in goal, Scott Wedgewood, made 44 saves in a win over 
Carolina, which established a franchise record for most saves by a goalie 
in their debut (previously: Jon Casey’s 43 saves, playing for the 
Minnesota North Stars, back in March of 1984). 

Dallas, which was goalie rich not so long ago, suddenly found the need 
to add Wedgewood, because of injuries to Braden Holtby and season-
ending surgery for Anton Khudobin. Injuries also prevented Columbus 
from moving the rights to pending unrestricted free agent goaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo, who will have season-ending hip surgery and is 
expected to miss at least six months. 

The Fleury trade did send a couple of the goalie dominos tumbling. To 
create a roster spot for him, the Wild sent Kaapo Kahkonen to San Jose. 
Then the Sharks flipped Melnichuk to Tampa, while Montreal sent 
Andrew Hammond to New Jersey and Calgary moved McNiven to 
Ottawa. 

Otherwise, the goalie market stalled. Toronto inquired about Fleury, but 
didn’t get him. Edmonton, with Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen, and 
Washington, with Vitek Vanacek and Ilya Samsonov, both stayed the 
course. 
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Often, the most interesting decisions involved the trades that didn’t go 
forward. 

Arizona didn’t trade Jakob Chychrun or Phil Kessel. The Islanders didn’t 
trade any of their possible UFAs and in fact announced contract 
extensions for two: Zach Parise and Cal Clutterbuck. 

Buffalo didn’t trade Colin Miller or Cody Eakin, preferring not to tamper 
with their current emerging chemistry. That was an interesting call — but 
maybe not all that unexpected. If improving the culture is something 
important to them, the Sabres need more than a handful of extra mid-
round draft choices and it’s a defensible argument to stick with a nucleus 
that seems to be playing hard for one another. 

Sometimes, the decisions made by teams at the trade deadline are 
obvious. Other times, they’re subtle. Opting to do nothing — or very little 
— is a conscious decision, and not always the wrong one either. 
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NHL power rankings: The post-trade deadline shuffle has begun 

 

Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn20-25 minutes 25/03/2022 

 

The deadline has passed, folks. It’s time for the NHL to get down to 
business. It’s time for us to get down to business. 

No gimmicks this week at Power Rankings HQ. Just two guys, putting 32 
teams in a numbered list, then talking about them for a while. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 45-14-5 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Figured we’d check in on Josh Manson through his first four 
games with the Avs. It could be going better — the expected goal share 
is about 32 percent in just under 60 minutes of 5v5 time, and his game-
by-game impacts are bad — but I still wouldn’t worry much about it, were 
I an Avs fan. There are learning curves to consider here; not everyone 
can step into the lineup and produce like a Claude Giroux or a Ben 
Chiarot (more on them in a second). 

Manson was an effective player in the still-recent past. He’s not an old 
guy, technically speaking. The Avs have a way with this sort of thing, and 
adding him filled an actual need. If you roll your eyes at the concept of 
“playoff hockey,” that’s understandable. It also exists, whether you love it 
or not. The game changes, and the Avs have struggled in that space for 
long enough to make mixing in a different player a wise move. So, yes, 
I’m on board with adding Manson and Artturi Lehkonen and swapping out 
Tyson Jost for Nico Sturm. Plus, tracking their incorporation is another 
reason to watch this team. Not bad. 

Dom: The whole key to Manson is what he looks like with Samuel Girard. 
I’m not too worried yet when he’s playing with Ryan Murray and Jack 
Johnson. 

Sean: Who is Jack Johnson? 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 42-14-6 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: The best two Game Scores against Montreal? Ben Chiarot (3.74) 
and Claude Giroux (3.36), both of whom had absolutely dominant five-
on-five numbers. #TheFloridaEffect is real and I’m personally excited to 
see just how juiced that duo can look on the Panthers. 

Chiarot is going to be extremely interesting to watch in Florida — there 
are really smart people there who have a knack for finding players that fit, 
and the first game was a great start. Next to MacKenzie Weegar, an 
underrated defensive stud and a natural righty, might be the perfect spot 
for Chiarot’s skill set. He can be big and mean, and let Weegar worry 
about the rest. That can also free up an offensively-minded pair of Aaron 
Ekblad (when he returns) and Gustav Forsling. I still think it was an 
overpay, but if it works who cares. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Record: 38-17-8 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Sean: The Flames haven’t yet come out and said it, but all available 
signs point to Sean Monahan getting some press-box time. On one level, 
it’s not a surprise; if Monahan didn’t make more than $6 million this 
season, he’d probably have been traded already. Injuries have ruined 
him as a top-six option, and his game — some moments earlier this 
season aside — doesn’t profile on a bottom six, especially when he’s no 
longer one of the team’s five best power-play options. 

But man, this guy was still a point-per-game player in 2018-19. He 
averaged 30 goals a year for five full seasons. You can credit Johnny 
Gaudreau for some of that, and you’d be right, but that’s still a wild fall-off 
from a player who’s still only 27 years old. Ryan Carpenter is a 
legitimately better option for this team, at the moment. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 42-15-6 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: Huh, look at that — the Canes added… “depth scoring” at the 
deadline? Weird, I thought that wasn’t a need. 

Carolina has been incredible this season, but it’s still hilarious how prone 
the Hurricanes are to Classic Canes games. On Sunday, the Hurricanes 
outshot the Rangers 44-18 and lost. On Thursday they outshot the Stars 
47-15 and lost. Both times featured the team’s backup goalie. Incredible. 

Sean: Classic Canes? No idea what you’re talking about. Only a true 
genius could’ve gleaned that they’re a little more prone to this sort of 
thing than an elite team should be. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 39-16-1 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: Since Nov. 26, Sidney Crosby is second in the NHL with 64 points, 
behind only Jonathan Huberdeau. This date is less arbitrary than it 
sounds. It was Crosby’s eighth game of the season, following offseason 
wrist surgery and a COVID case. I am not saying he is underrated; I 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2022 

 

would never say that. It’d be stupid to say that. It’d be crazy to say that. 
But … the season he’s having might … not … be rated properly. Not sure 
how, but here we are. 

And that — more than any other reason — is why Ron Hextall was a) 
wise and b) ethically bound to go get Rickard Rakell at the deadline, 
regardless of whether Rakell settles with Evgeni Malkin or swaps places 
with Bryan Rust. For as long as Crosby is at this level, there’s no other 
course of action. 

Dom: It was interesting to see Rakell start with Jeff Carter and Kasperi 
Kapanen instead of the obvious spot with Malkin. Can’t say I love that 
idea. Rakell can finish if you give him a guy who can get him the puck. 
Pittsburgh has two of those guys and the Penguins stick him with … 
Carter and Kapanen? Wild. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 40-18-5 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: This week, I was finally able to relate to Sean’s sensibilities as a 
Jurassic old person with one simple statement: the Bieber jersey is bad. 
It’s good for the game and certainly cool for the youths, I guess. I respect 
the hustle, but the jersey itself is ugly. 

Not ugly: Petr Mrazek and his pads for every occasion. He’s got different 
pads for every single jersey the Leafs have worn this year (home, away, 
Heritage Classic, St. Pats, and Bieber). That’s a man dedicated to the fit. 

Sean: I wonder what Harri Säteri’s Toronto pads would’ve looked like. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Record: 39-19-5 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Sean: Hampus Lindholm’s first bite with the Bruins couldn’t have gone 
much better. They beat the Lightning 3-2, he threw up an individual 
Game Score of 3.45 in 23:26 of all-situations ice time, and he helped out 
with this: 

It’s one game, but that’s a whole lot of checked boxes for Boston. Would 
I assume that’s how things go for the next eight years? No. But in the 
meantime, he’s going to make the Bruins a whole lot better. 

Dom: If Lindholm goes vintage, that’s a really nice top four with Charlie 
McAvoy, Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo. It might be the best one in 
the East. The Bruins are rounding into form lately and look like a 
contender again. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 39-17-6 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Uhhh, do we need to talk about the Lightning? They’ve lost six of 
their last eight and three straight. They haven’t looked that great in the 
process either. Tampa Bay has a 46.3 percent expected goals rate over 
that stretch. Are the Lightning bored until the real games start? Are they 
tanking their way into the Metro side of the bracket? I don’t know, but it’s 
slightly worrisome with the way the rest of the upper class is playing. 

There’s a pretty clear separation between the league’s eight best teams 
and the rest, and Tampa Bay is suddenly at the bottom of that pile. 

Oh, and there’s this: 

#tblightning scoring slumps 

Nikita Kucherov – one goal in 10 games 

Brayden Point – one goal in eight games 

Steven Stamkos – one goal in last 10 games 

Ondrej Palat – zero goals in 19 games 

Corey Perry – one goal in last 10 games 

Alex Killorn – three goals in 13 games 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithTB) March 24, 2022 

Sean: Dang dude, I thought it was going to be a different postgame tweet 
from Joe. 

Asked Jon Cooper about level of concern after losing six of eight. “A part 
of you is saying, ‘Hey, we’ve got a veteran team, been there before, won 
a couple of times, we’ll come out of it.’ And the other part of you is like, 
‘Why are we in this at this point of the season?’” 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithTB) March 25, 2022 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 40-19-5 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Igor Shesterkin has an .878 save percentage in his last five 
games. Do I think that makes his body of work materially less 
impressive? No. Do I think that portends any kind of down-the-stretch 
collapse, or that it’ll stop him from running away with the Vezina Trophy 
then hiding with it? Of course not. 

What I am saying, though, is that Shesterkin is just one guy, and that the 
Rangers were smart to add a few more solid players to the mix at the 
deadline. Shesterkin is capable of stealing each and every series he 
plays in, and the Rangers are in this spot because of him. There’s 
nothing wrong with that being true, just like there’s nothing wrong with not 
accepting it as the status quo. 

Dom: I really liked the Rangers adding to this team, which had way too 
many holes. They can’t waste this Shesterkin season. I still think they’re 
near the bottom of the pecking order in the East dogfight, but they look 
much more formidable with Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte, Frank Vatrano 
and Justin Braun in the fold. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 37-20-4 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: The league’s most lovable goalie joins the league’s most lovable 
team. The vibes are immaculate here. It seemed to light a fire under Cam 
Talbot too. He earned a shutout on Monday night after the deal and won 
again on Thursday night. That’s a pretty strong duo if they’re playing their 
best hockey — but this is still Marc-Andre Fleury’s net to lose. I think he’s 
got a lot left in the tank for a sneaky run here. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 35-18-9 
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Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: The Blues’ last 10 games — they’re 3-5-3 in that stretch — make 
some sense. The three wins are over the Rangers, Preds and Caps. The 
losses are to a wide range of teams, including the Flyers (?) on Thursday 
night. That just feels right for this team. It would’ve been interesting to 
see them go after a bigger blue line piece than Nick Leddy, but I’m not 
sure how much it would’ve helped, especially given the money they’d 
have to send out to make it fit under the cap. 

Dom: It would’ve been nice with Torey Krug now out for weeks. That 
defense corps looks extremely thin without him. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Record: 35-20-10 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Last year the Capitals made a big deadline splash where they 
added a lot to go from Jakub Vrana to Anthony Mantha. My first thought 
there was “are we sure this is an upgrade?” I’m thinking the same thing 
this year with their little splash, swapping Daniel Sprong for Marcus 
Johansson — and a fourth and sixth for the privilege. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 35-24-5 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: Prepare to see plenty of variations on the phrase “Ryan-Nugent 
Hopkins was our big deadline acquisition.” It won’t be wrong, either. 
Nugent-Hopkins was great in his first game back, a 5-2 win over the 
Sharks. His line, between Derick Brassard and Jesse Puljujarvi, was over 
80 percent in expected goals. Edmonton scored twice on the power play. 
Brassard got the game-winner. All good things. 

Dom: It’s notable that Derick “great PK guy” Brassard also got zero 
minutes on the penalty kill. 

Sean: Should’ve traded for Luke Glendening. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Record: 37-23-4 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: Philosophical question: if Roman Josi played left wing instead of 
left defense, would he have more or fewer points than his current 78 (!!!) 
in 62 games? 

Sean: Does he still play for the Preds in this scenario? If so, definitely 
less. Josi is seven points away from tying Paul Kariya for the franchise’s 
single-season points record. That says a whole lot about Josi, and also 
something about Nashville’s track record with forwards. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 35-24-3 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Watching the Stars is a blast, because a lot of the time it’s, like, 55 
minutes of ineptitude punctuated by stuff like this. 

They’re on a three-game win streak in which they’ve been outshot 110-
66. This isn’t just the Canes’ game! Their season-long goal differential is 
a perfect zero! I love them! 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 35-22-8 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Some things never change. The Kings are eighth in expected goals 
for per 60, which means they create a lot of chances. They’re also 21st in 
actual goals per 60, which means they don’t finish them. The 0.39 goals 
below expected per 60 is by far the worst mark in the league — and the 
main reason I’m just not sold on this team. 

Sean: Neither is Rob Blake, apparently. That’s for the best. Let that cake 
bake a bit longer. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 30-24-10 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: I figured I’d check the Jets’ playoff odds this morning, and they’re 
worse than I thought; 92 percent to miss entirely, despite a 6-3-0 run that 
featured two wins over Vegas. Too many people forget that the other 
teams play, too. It’s tough to gain ground on four teams in the three-
point-game era. 

Dom: The Jets are on pace for 88 points. The Stars are on pace for 98 
points. A five-point gap is massive at this time of year, especially when 
the team has played two extra games. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 31-26-8 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom: The perfect encapsulation of the new regime’s competence was on 
full display on Sunday with a pair of moves: Travis Hamonic to Ottawa (?) 
for a third (???) and then a third for Travis Dermott. Cheaper, better, and 
more upside in one fell swoop. A tidy piece of business for the new crew. 

Also, a tidy piece of business: Wednesday’s win against Colorado. That 
was no fluke — the Canucks looked good. 

Sean: Yeah, they had some rough nights ahead of the deadline, which 
probably led to some overreaction, but the longer I sit with the Canucks’ 
approach, the more I like it. Trading Brock Boeser, for example, was 
always going to be tough because of a) his pending $7.5 million 
qualifying offer and b) what the Canucks wanted in return. Not a lot of 
teams are giving up top-four, right-shot defensemen at the deadline, 
especially when it’s for a player with that sort of salary uncertainty. 
Figuring it out in July and working around the margins in the meantime, 
like with Dermott, is the move. 

19. Vegas Golden Knights 
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Record: 34-28-4 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Sean: Inside every Power Ranker are two wolves; one wants Evgenii 
Dadonov to lead the Golden Knights’ push back into the playoffs, and the 
other thinks Vegas’ obvious worst-case scenario would be too funny to 
miss. 

Ultimately, I’m landing on rooting for Dadonov. We know some combo of 
Vegas, Ottawa and the NHL are to blame here. Maybe we’ll figure out 
how to split that up someday, maybe not. Dadonov is blameless, though, 
and that goal on Thursday night was perfect. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 27-25-9 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom: The Islanders are 28-25-9. They have 21 games left. Last season 
they had a stretch where they went 16-4-1. That would get them to 98 
points. I’m not saying it’ll happen, or that it would even guarantee a 
playoff spot (Washington is on pace for 101 points). But I’m saying it 
would be really cool if the East got suddenly spicy down the stretch. 

Sean: I just wish this would’ve happened in January or something. Now 
they’re going to miss the recently extended (?) Cal Clutterbuck (??) for 
their last playoff gasp (???). 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 32-29-3 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: Shoutout to Columbus for being the league’s only absolute-.500 
team; they’ve won and lost 32 games. As for our weekly Patrik Laine 
check-in: he’s got 19 goals in his last 24 games on 25.3-percent 
shooting. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 28-27-8 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom: The Jacob Middleton-Erik Karlsson pairing may not have been the 
best in the league. But it was up there for Best Facial Hair Duo in the 
NHL. Karlsson has his classic goatee of course, but Middleton’s 
mustache hasn’t been given nearly enough press this season until his 
Minnesota media tour. That mo’ will be missed, as will his defense. He 
put up impressive numbers in that regard this season. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 27-28-11 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Sean: I said this on the podcast; there’s nothing more boring than 
labeling a deadline seller as one of the day’s big winners, but Pat 
Verbeek backed me into a corner. He turned Lindholm, Manson, Rakell 
and Nicolas Deslauriers into three first-round picks and five second-
round selections over the next two drafts. The young pieces are still in 
place, and it was undeniably the correct move. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 26-30-7 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom: Is Jeff Blashill still coaching this team next season? And if yes, how 
short is his leash going to be. I’m not saying he’s been dealt the best 
hand over his tenure, but you’d hope for more than what they’ve shown 
by now. Especially of late. Detroit allowed a goal nine seconds in on 
Thursday night and the rest of the game did not go much better. 

Sean: We spent most of October and November saying that they needed 
to start losing games for lottery purposes, but yeah, this has been a little 
much. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 23-33-8 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: Shoutout to the dude who spends a couple of hours on Thursday 
yelling at us for putting the Sabres at 29th instead of 25th. I almost put 
them at 32nd just to spite him. Too much integrity, though. Could never 
disrespect Donny Meatballs like that. 

Dom: We’re just here to put smiles on faces, so we hope you have a 
good day, random Twitter friend who apparently really needed this. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 23-32-9 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: Reality apparently sunk in with Jonathan Toews about the current 
status of the franchise once the team dealt Brandon Hagel at the 
deadline. I can imagine it’s disheartening, but maybe it wouldn’t have 
happened if Chicago had an actual top-line caliber center leading them 
out of the basement. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 23-36-5 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: No matter how the rest of the Devils’ season goes, they’ll always 
have The Night They Chased Igor Shesterkin, and they’ll always have 
this: 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 20-39-4 

Last week: 24 
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Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: And just like that, with three straight losses, the wagon Yotes are 
no more. It was a really nice two-week stretch they had, but reality was 
always going to come and rear its ugly head at some point. We will 
always have the memories of Nick Schmaltz scoring 11 points over a 
two-game stretch to hold onto. 

Also, good on the Coyotes in not trading Jakob Chychrun away. I think 
he’s part of the answer here — even if his season has been not great. 
Since February, he’s turned it around a bit with 13 points in 15 games 
and some OK five-on-five numbers given the circumstances. Nothing 
wrong with holding on to that. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 20-32-11 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Sean: Is this bad? 

Also, the weirdest part of the trade deadline was that no team overpaid 
for Justin Braun. That’s tough luck for Flyers fans, but the fact that he 
didn’t net a second-round pick shocked me as much as anything else 
that happened. Except for that one thing. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 20-38-6 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom: All that hand-wringing at the expansion draft for getting no extra 
picks was justified, but the Kraken made due on that eventually. They 
just needed to see how good the team would be. 

As it turns out, it was quite bad — but that didn’t really lessen the draft 
haul they earned at the deadline. The Kraken turned Calle Jarnkrok, 
Mark Giordano, Colin Blackwell, Marcus Johansson and Mason Appleton 
into Daniel Sprong, three seconds, two thirds, two fourths, a sixth and a 
seventh. Not bad! 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 22-36-5 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: I wonder what kind of conversations Pierre Dorion had around 3 
p.m. on Monday after the Dadonov debacle. Who yelled at him the most? 
Because I have a guess. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 17-36-10 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Brett Kulak for a second? Has analytics gone too far? 

Sean: Not long from now, packs of Computer Boys will rove the 
continent. 
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ESPN / Wyshynski: What we learned at the 2022 NHL trade deadline: 
Player empowerment, GM fights, more 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

19-24 minutes 

11:30 AM BST 

 

The 2022 NHL trade deadline had a little bit of everything. Stars moving 
to Stanley Cup contenders. Rebuilding teams growing treasure troves of 
picks and prospects. A canceled deal between division rivals. Kevin 
Weekes popping out of my hotel's ice machine to break a trade. (I might 
have hallucinated that last one.) 

But most importantly, it had lessons to be carried forward through the 
rest of this season into future trade deadlines, when we'll undoubtedly 
still be waiting for the Leafs to upgrade their goaltending. 

Here are five lessons from the NHL trade deadline. Live and learn. 

Power to the players 

The NHL trade deadline is typically an exercise in cruelty. 

The endorphin rush of seeing Stanley Cup contenders adding pieces to 
their puzzles, or players wearing unfamiliar uniforms, has a funny way of 
obscuring the fact that people's lives are being uprooted in real time. 

Don't get me wrong: NHL players know what they signed up for, and it's 
not as if the teams that acquire them are putting them up in a youth 
hostel or anything. But these are still phone calls they dread getting and 
conversations they dread having, especially with loved ones. On top of 
feeling like a transfer student walking into class for the first time a few 
weeks before finals when they meet their new teammates. 

Unless, of course, you're one of the lucky ones who gets to dictate trade 
terms, thanks to the terms of your agreement with your team. 

What made the 2022 trade deadline remarkable was that agreement 
wasn't always a contract clause, but rather a gentlemen's one. New York 
Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello could have traded Zdeno Chara. He didn't, 
having given him his word when he signed there. 

When Marc-Andre Fleury was traded by the Vegas Golden Knights to the 
Chicago Blackhawks in July, he didn't immediately indicate that he'd play 
for his new team. Part of the arrangement to entice Fleury to Chicago 
was the team's solemn vow that it would present him with any trade 
offers sent its way, and if he didn't want to play for that team, the 
Blackhawks wouldn't make the trade. 

It was trade "protection" that went above and beyond the 10-team no-
trade list that was actually in his contract, and the Blackhawks honored it. 
The Minnesota Wild pitched them a trade, and Fleury -- having played 
with GM Bill Guerin and for senior adviser Ray Shero in Pittsburgh -- 
agreed to go. 

The Blackhawks could have moved him elsewhere. Heck, they really 
could have used the bounty they'd have landed in return had it been 
more of an open market. But a deal is a deal. 

Mark Giordano was in the same situation. He had a 10-team no-trade list 
that our Emily Kaplan reported wasn't even a consideration for the 
Seattle Kraken. He agreed to play for Seattle and became the Kraken's 
first captain. Scuttlebutt around the NHL was that Giordano was only 
going to be traded back to the Calgary Flames -- unlikely, as expansion 
rules dictated it had to be at his full cap hit -- or to the Toronto Maple 
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Leafs, his hometown team. Kraken GM Ron Francis did him a solid and 
sent him to Toronto, even though Seattle didn't get a first-round pick 
back. 

Again, not much of a field for a trade when a guy can make his own 
market. 

Claude Giroux, meanwhile, had a full no-movement clause and hence 
could choose where he wished to play. How that actually played out is 
still a bit of a muddle. 

Veteran Philadelphia reporter Anthony SanFillipo, on the "Snow The 
Goalie" podcast, claimed that Giroux asked GM Chuck Fletcher for an 
assurance that he would re-sign with the Flyers over the summer and 
return to Philadelphia next season. Fletcher reportedly would not give 
that to him, so Giroux was less motivated to expand his no-movement 
clause to include other teams. Essentially, he would accept only a trade 
to the Florida Panthers, even if other offers on the table were better for 
the Flyers. (And I was told Colorado had Justin Barron and a first-rounder 
ready to roll to Philly.) 

Giroux's agent, Pat Brisson, denied that report to me on Monday. "You 
can put me on the record that there's no such thing. It was a straight 
trade based on the fact that Claude is going to be a UFA this summer 
and wanted to have an opportunity to go win the Cup. We'll reevaluate 
everything at the end of the season for next year," he said via text. 

Fletcher also denied it ... but his reaction to the trade deadline move 
didn't necessarily sync with that vibe. He said he had "a very limited 
market ultimately that I could deal with him to." When asked about the 
other teams involved in the end, he essentially said to ask Giroux that 
question. 

Huh. 

Fleury, Giordano and Giroux were three of the biggest names available 
at the trade deadline, and in all three cases "player empowerment" 
subverted the transactional frenzy that would have otherwise surrounded 
them. It's not the first time this has happened at the deadline, and it's 
only going to happen more frequently. 

St. Louis Blues GM Doug Armstrong told me he believes that player 
control over trade destinations has grown substantially in the past five 
seasons. 

"If a player is giving you something in return for the no-trade, I 
understand doing it. If you think you're getting a value contract, it's part 
and parcel," he said. "I don't mind giving out no-trades myself. Maybe I'm 
wired differently, but at the end of the day if someone comes to you and 
says 'we don't want you anymore,' I'd probably leave anyway." 

In the end, he told me, legacy is important when it comes to players 
working with teams at the end of their tenure. 

"I would be shocked if you have a long history with the team, and you 
wanted to be remembered at the end for screwing them and not helping 
them out," he said. 

Armstrong's comments were not Giroux-specific. 

Shop early 

Do you remember Feb. 14? Of course you do. Overpaying for flowers. 
Rushing to the local pharmacy to buy one of the few remaining 
Valentine's Day cards. Oh, and the Flames acquiring Tyler Toffoli from 
the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Flames traded a lottery-protected 2022 first-round pick, a fifth-round 
pick, Emil Heineman and Tyler Pitlick for Toffoli, whom they have under 
contract at $4.25 million through 2023-24. 

Since acquiring him, the Flames have gone 12-4-2. Toffoli has 15 points 
in 18 games and had a month to get acclimated before the NHL trade 
deadline actually arrived. 

Outside of the Panthers getting Giroux, there wasn't a trade made for a 
forward that comes close to being as impactful as the Flames getting 
Toffoli. None of them approached the smart investment of having him at 
that cap hit for that duration, either. 

Calgary GM Brad Treliving won the NHL trade deadline by getting ahead 
of it by a month. That's a good lesson to carry forward to future 
deadlines. 

Bad decisions will haunt you 

Some of the mistakes made at the NHL trade deadline can be summed 
up nicely by that meme that goes: "Oh no, it's the consequences of my 
actions!" 

The Edmonton Oilers and Maple Leafs did not sufficiently address their 
goaltending problems Monday because they did not sufficiently address 
them last offseason, when there had been countless chances to do so 
given the market. The Leafs thought that bringing Petr Mrazek to Toronto 
-- an erratic, streaky goalie, in a market that turns a three-game losing 
streak into a fireable offense -- was a good idea. The Oilers decided to 
run it back with Mike Smith in honor of his 39th birthday. These were bad 
decisions that couldn't be remedied at the trade deadline because any 
upgrade was going to be too expensive or wanted to play for only the 
Minnesota Wild, apparently; and any goalie who was available below that 
level might have been a lateral move at best, but potentially a 
downgrade. 

Again, these beds were made a long time ago. 

The biggest "consequences of my actions" arrived late Monday night in 
the Vegas Golden Knights' canceled trade debacle with the Anaheim 
Ducks. 

In summary: When the Ottawa Senators signed Evgenii Dadonov in 
October 2020, they handed him a 10-team no-trade clause. The Ducks 
were on that list. When the Golden Knights traded for him in July 2021, 
they were under the impression there was no trade protection. So was 
the NHL. This was despite his no-trade list being filed to the Senators on 
time. 

Thanks to Ottawa's miscommunication, the Golden Knights didn't know 
they were trading Dadonov to a team on his no-trade list. The NHLPA got 
involved. The NHL canceled the trade on Wednesday. Dadonov is still a 
Knight. Ryan Kesler's contract remains in Anaheim. 

There are a lot of lessons to be learned here, ranging from the need for a 
centralized NHL database on no-trade lists to legitimate questions about 
the Senators' competency that were only exacerbated by the Travis 
Hamonic trade on Monday. (Yikes.) 

But here's the actual lesson: The Golden Knights' salary-cap nightmare is 
of their own making, and it came back to haunt them this season. 

It's true that player injuries are unpredictable. The fact that Vegas has 
Mark Stone and Alec Martinez on long-term injured reserve while also 
missing Reilly Smith, Robin Lehner, Brayden McNabb and Max 
Pacioretty is the primary reason their playoff probability is down to 37% 
according to FiveThirtyEight. To bring back either Stone or Martinez, the 
Knights need to open up cap space. Their primary plan to do so was to 
move Dadonov and his $5 million cap hit to Anaheim. Vegas stood to 
clear $3.375 million in cap space in the trade. 

But why did they have Dadonov in the first place? Please recall that the 
Knights moved Fleury's cap hit off the books and then traded for an 
overcompensated winger who was locked in through next season. 
Ottawa didn't retain any salary. The Senators just straight up added $5 
million to an already bloated cap, and that money looked even worse 
after they added Jack Eichel's cap hit this season. 

"Oh no, it's the consequences of my actions!" 

One bad decision led to an incredibly embarrassing situation at the trade 
deadline that only served to underscore the panic and chaos surrounding 
the Golden Knights this season. 
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When Buffalo Sabres fans start making "What if Eichel forced a trade to a 
team that then blows up its roster?" jokes with only about 80% hyperbole, 
something's clearly rotten in Nevada. 

General manager fights are fun 

Two words: "Barn fight." 

If they mean something to you, then congrats, you're an Internet Old. For 
the rest of you: In 2007, Oilers GM Kevin Lowe signed 24-year-old Ducks 
restricted free-agent forward Dustin Penner to a five-year contract worth 
$21.25 million that was intended to blow out the Ducks' salary structure. 
Anaheim GM Brian Burke called the move "gutless" and "an act of 
desperation for a general manager who is fighting to keep his job." You 
know, among other unprintable things. 

Lowe later called Burke a "moron" who "destroyed" the Vancouver 
Canucks, and appeared to challenge him to a fight in a radio interview. 
Burke took the offer so seriously that he offered to rent a barn in Lake 
Placid, New York, so the two could have at it. Burke said it got so serious 
that NHL commissioner Gary Bettman stepped in and told Burke, "I heard 
you guys were thinkin' about having a fight. If you do, I'm going to 
suspend you both indefinitely." 

It was chronicled in a delightful animated sequence on Sportsnet: 

All of this is to say that general manager feuds absolutely rule. It takes a 
special kind of swaggering self-assuredness to hold down that job, and 
it's a job that carries with it a strange "honor among thieves" code that, 
when violated, can lead to ... well, a barn fight. 

So it was delightful to see the NHL's two youngest general managers 
generate some heat on trade deadline day. Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas 
was engaged in trade talks for Marc-Andre Fleury with Blackhawks GM 
Kyle Davidson. TSN's Darren Dreger reported: 

"Here's a deal that didn't happen. Chicago and Toronto discussed Hagel 
and Fleury to the Leafs for Mrazek, Matthew Knies and first-round picks. 
Never reached a stage where Fleury was asked officially to waive. 
Toronto declined based on the futures involved." 

That this information leaked did not sit well with Dubas. 

"I've never had that in our time here, where conversations on something 
that didn't happen are out a day later. We rely on other teams to keep 
that confidential, so it's disappointing," he said in an interview on ESPN 
on Monday. 

He doubled down in his post-deadline news conference, saying, "I've 
never had that happen before where the specifics like that have been 
made public." He also encouraged media members to ask Davidson 
about it. 

When asked, Davidson said he's aware of Dubas' comments and will 
address them with him in private. 

You know what's a private place for such conversations? 

Hint: Horses live there. 

Just give us a salary cap site 

Finally, this was the 17th NHL trade deadline during the salary-cap era, 
and the 17th time media and fans had to be amateur mathematicians in 
trying to determine the feasibility of potential trades, and the financial 
reasons behind the ones that were made. That's not even getting to the 
various forms of trade protection. 

I expect in the wake of the Dadonov debacle that there will be a big push 
at the NHL general managers meetings next week to centralize trade 
protection in a league-controlled database. That's fine. It'll prevent 
absolute embarrassments like the Ottawa/Vegas/Anaheim mess from 
happening again. 

But it's not good enough. Not when the NHL wants its trade deadline to 
be a major event for fans, as the unofficial start of the playoff push. Not 

when NHL teams are constrained by what they can and can't do under 
the salary cap, and then have to explain themselves to those fans without 
the benefit of illustrative numbers. 

The NHL should absolutely have its official database of contracts, 
clauses and cap hits made available to the public. 

I understand the sensitivity in having that information out there for some 
players. But it's out there already on salary cap sites. Having it come 
from the NHL would validate the data. Giving fans the same tools they 
have on CapFriendly would make trades and transactions more 
engaging, and bring that interest to, say, NHL.com. 

Why doesn't it exist? Because the league doesn't see the marketing 
potential of it. I asked Bettman that question in 2015. 

"I don't think it's a resource we need to provide because I'm not sure fans 
are as focused on what players make as they are about their 
performance on the ice," he said. 

I've banged on this drum for years. If we're going to have a salary cap 
and we're going to treat trades as a way to generate buzz for the NHL, 
then fans should have all the information they need from the league to 
participate in the fun. 

That way, when Kevin Weekes jumps out from behind your houseplant to 
announce that Frank Vatrano was traded to the Rangers, you can find 
out the cap implications yourself. 

Check out the unconventional but hilarious locations in which Kevin 
Weekes broke NHL trades throughout the week. 

Jersey Fouls 

I suppose we need a ruling on this: 

Solid joke, but reader "cincodemaio" had a legit question: "Where will the 
inevitable Ducks' Dadonov sweater rank on the Jersey Fouls?" 

Official ruling: Not a Foul! 

The NHL did approve the Evgenii Dadonov trade before it had to reject it 
for that no-trade clause snafu. For a fleeting moment, he was a Duck, 
even if he never played a game for them and basically refused to step 
foot in Anaheim. The only controversial thing is whether he would have 
worn No. 64 with the Ducks. We'll assume he would have pulled rank on 
Jacob Perreault to get the number. So go ahead and waste that money 
on a gag jersey, Anaheim fans -- not a Foul. 

Video of the week 

The Reading Royals faced the Adirondack Thunder in an ECHL series 
last weekend on green ice in honor of St. Patrick's Day, something of an 
annual tradition for the Royals. 

First thought: I would probably lick the ice to see if it tasted minty. 
Second thought: While I would love for an NHL team to try this, I would 
not love to hear the losing team complaining that the ice "was too 
green/wasn't green enough." Because that would 100 percent happen. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Claude Giroux 

Obviously, the chance to capture a Stanley Cup with the Florida Panthers 
alongside fellow "Old Guy Without a Cup" Joe Thornton is a win. But how 
many players are able to close the book on their tenure with a team 
before the trade deadline with the kind of party the Flyers threw for 
Giroux? Sure, it was for his 1,000th NHL game. But it doubled as a bon 
voyage to their captain, and it was glorious. 

Loser: Jonathan Toews 

The Brandon Hagel trade broke him. "For the longest time, the thought 
never entered my mind to leave Chicago. And in this case, you can't help 
but picture yourself and what it would be like to play for another team and 
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what that experience would bring. The thought pops in your mind. But 
Chicago is my home," he said, via the Sun-Times. 

If the Blackhawks retained 50% of his contract, it's still a $5.25 million 
cap hit next season for a player with 25 points in 52 games. But as he 
also said: "Chicago is my home." 

The "reversed" Maple Leafs alternate jersey, which was designed in part 
by Justin Bieber, is legitimately awesome, especially the way the 
stitching of the Maple Leafs crest outlines the Drew House logo. Or 
maybe it's just because it reminds us of "Watchmen." 

Loser: The black-and-blue jersey 

Watching these in action against New Jersey on Wednesday ... nah. It 
needed a bit more balance between the black and the blue that makes 
the Maple Leafs such a distinct team. It's got some clever aesthetic 
touches, like the Toronto skyline on the armband, but there's something 
very "everyone gets a black jersey" 1990s fashion wave about this. 

Winner: Breakfast 

Finally, a breakfast cereal that'll make your spoon lick you! 

Loser: Phil Kessel fans 

Those of us hoping our sweet hockey boy would have a chance to make 
his magic on a Stanley Cup contender were crushed when Arizona didn't 
trade him. The reason? When the Coyotes retained salary on the Johan 
Larsson trade with the Washington Capitals, they reached their retained 
salary maximum because they had already kept a chunk of salary from 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Darcy Kuemper. 

We'll just have to wait for Kessel to hit free agency after the season. 
Summer of Phil. I'll start the grill. 

ESPN LOADED: 03.26.2022 

1239718 Websites 

 

ESPN / NHL trade deadline grades for all 32 teams: From multiple A's to 
one F 

 

Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

37-48 minutes 

Mar 23, 2022 

 

To win the Stanley Cup, the NHL trade deadline is a necessary evil. 

The cost of doing business is high, the market is volatile and it's a leap of 
faith that players teams acquire will pass the chemistry test. But the 
numbers don't lie: The last 10 teams to win the Stanley Cup have made a 
trade around the deadline. 

Some of those moves appeared immediately impactful, like the Los 
Angeles Kings adding Jeff Carter and Marian Gaborik. Others would end 
up becoming part of championship lore, like the Tampa Bay Lightning 
trading for Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow. 

Of course, along with these moves were hundreds that teams felt would 
put them over the top but didn't. 

Which trades before Monday's deadline were smart decisions? Which 
ones were overpayments? Which ones were tactical errors? Which ones 
level up their teams to championship status? 

Here are our report cards for all 32 NHL teams and their trade deadline 
decisions: 

Note: Kristen Shilton graded teams from the Atlantic and Central 
divisions, and Greg Wyshynski graded the Metro and Pacific divisions. 
Clubs are listed alphabetically by grade, with separate groups for teams 
with plus grades, regular grades and minus grades within each letter. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Cap space figures are per CapFriendly 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BOS | BUF 

CGY | CAR | CHI | COL 

CBJ | DAL | DET | EDM 

FLA | LA | MIN | MTL 

NSH | NJ | NYI | NYR 

OTT | PHI | PIT | SJ 

SEA | STL | TB | TOR 

VAN | VGK | WSH | WPG 

A grades 

Anaheim Ducks: A 

Key additions: G Calle Clang, D Drew Helleson, F Zach Aston-Reese, F 
Dominik Simon, D Urho Vaakanainen, 2022 first-rounder, four second-
rounders 

Key subtractions: F Nicolas Deslauriers, D Hampus Lindholm, D Josh 
Manson, F Rickard Rakell 

Our take: It's absolutely staggering to think about all of those trade 
deadlines where former GM Bob Murray dilly-dallied with his core 
players, hoping against hope that the Anaheim roster he built could 
contend and tethering valuable players to the franchise rather than 
moving them at the height of their value. You could hear the spurs 
jangling on new GM Pat Verbeek's boots as the new sheriff walked into 
town, declared that no pending free agent would leave without something 
coming back and landed a massive haul at his first NHL trade deadline. 

Getting Helleson, a solid defenseman prospect, and a second-rounder 
from Colorado was a good return for Manson. The first-rounder and two 
second-rounders for Lindholm were good enough; if 23-year-old 
Vaakanainen amounts to anything on the Ducks' blue line, it'll be gravy. 
They had to retain some money on Rakell to get him to the Penguins but 
landing a second-rounder and a decent goalie prospect in Clang was a 
good return -- and hey, maybe they hang onto Simon or Aston-Reese. A 
third-round pick for a one-dimensional player like Deslauriers is 
incredible. 

Verbeek might have been flirting with an A+ had the Evgenii Dadonov 
trade with the Golden Knights gone through, as the Ducks could have 
gotten a middle-six winger and a second-rounder for two injured players 
(John Moore and Ryan Kesler, whose career is done) in a Vegas salary 
dump. Alas, Dadonov had Anaheim on a no-trade list, and it's expected 
the deal could be canceled. Also, who has Anaheim on their no-trade 
list? Maybe he just prefers Walt Disney World? 

Montreal Canadiens: A 

Key additions: 2022 first-round pick, 2023 first-round pick, D Justin 
Barron, F Emil Heineman, F Tyler Pitlick, F Ty Smilanic 

Key subtractions: D Ben Chiarot, F Artturi Lehkonen, F Tyler Toffoli 

Our take: GM Kent Hughes couldn't have had a better first deadline. 

First of all, the return Hughes got out of Florida for Ben Chiarot was 
highway robbery. Chiarot is a pending unrestricted free agent, and has 
had an often-terrible season in Montreal. To get a first, a fourth and Ty 
Smilanic for a player you weren't going to keep anyway? Incredible. Top 
marks. 
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Artturi Lehkonen is a pending restricted free agent and again, hardly a 
lock to be in the Canadiens' long-term plans. Hughes shipped Lehkonen 
to Colorado and received a second-round choice plus defense prospect 
Justin Barron, a potential rising star who will be a nice fit in the 
Canadiens system. 

If the loss of Lehkonen and Toffoli (traded to Calgary last month for a 
first-rounder, a fifth-rounder, Heineman and Pitlick) makes Montreal a 
worse team this season, the massive return of picks and prospects 
Hughes has here is the perfect way to build a strong foundation for the 
Canadiens. A job well done. 

Calgary Flames: A- 

Key additions: F, Tyler Toffoli, C Ryan Carpenter, F Calle Jarnkrok 

Key subtractions: 2022 second-rounder, 2023 third-rounder, 2024 fifth-
rounder 

Our take: The Flames had to ante up a bit more for Jarnkrok than one 
might anticipate given the season he's had -- a second and a third -- but 
that's a product of the Kraken retaining salary and how early the trade 
was made (March 16). Jarnkrok's a smart addition down the lineup, due 
to his versatility and offensive pop. If he can find his defensive game 
again, which one assumes will happen under Darryl Sutter, this is a great 
get. Carpenter is a nice addition to the fourth line and brings some added 
physicality. 

Ideally, it would have been nice to see the Flames add another veteran 
defenseman to the mix, but that was going to be difficult given their cap 
situation. It also would have been nice to see them remedy that cap 
situation by trading Sean Monahan's $6.375 million AAV contract, 
considering he's a 14:14 per game player now. Perhaps in the summer. 
Bottom line, the Flames made their big trade when they brought in Toffoli 
from Montreal in February. And that's better than 99% of the trades made 
on Monday. 

Colorado Avalanche: A- 

Key additions: F Andrew Cogliano, F Artturi Lehkonen, D Josh Manson, 
F Nico Sturm 

Key subtractions: D Justin Barron, F Tyson Jost 

Our take: So what if Colorado didn't land Claude Giroux? GM Joe Sakic 
still addressed his team's (few) needs with some smart maneuvers. And 
he did it all without losing a first-round pick. Nice. 

Manson was the first player in via trade, adding size and physicality to an 
Avalanche blue line already boasting the likes of Cale Makar. He'll make 
Colorado harder to play against, which is a must-have asset when you're 
gunning for a long Stanley Cup run. 

The real work though was done on Colorado's forward depth. The 
Avalanche have elite talents up top; Sakic needed to surround them with 
role players. Lehkonen (traded from Montreal), Sturm (from Minnesota) 
and Cogliano (from San Jose) bring versatility and defensive acumen to 
complement the fast-paced, high-scoring brand of hockey at which 
Colorado is already so good. Lehkonen in particular is able to play up 
and down the lineup and provides a strong offensive upside throughout. 
Sturm and Cogliano will be solid fourth-line additions. 

Jost is the only roster player Colorado lost, and Sturm will basically be 
his replacement. Barron was the Avalanche's first-round pick in 2020 and 
the defenseman might develop into a solid contributor for Montreal. Sakic 
is trying to put Colorado over the top now though and he was able to 
make great strides in that respect. 

Minnesota Wild: A- 

Key additions: F Nicolas Deslauriers, G Marc-Andre Fleury, F Tyson 
Jost, D Jacob Middleton 

Key subtractions: G Kaapo Kahkonen, F Nico Sturm 

Our take: GM Bill Guerin understood the assignment. 

He nabbed reigning Vezina Trophy winner Fleury from Chicago for a 
second-round pick (that could become a first) to make better a 
goaltending situation that has been fluctuating for weeks. That is 
outstanding work. 

In the process, Guerin flipped Kahkonen to San Jose for bruising 
defenseman Middleton. The Wild have lacked physicality on the blue line 
and especially in their march toward the playoffs, Middleton's skill set will 
be a real asset. 

Then there's the trade with Anaheim for Nicolas Deslauriers, a 31-year-
old forward with a mean streak. Can't have too many of those types 
come postseason. 

All in all, Minnesota comes away from this deadline in a greater spot than 
it was previously. 

play 

0:46 

Why Kevin Weekes thinks Fleury is a good fit for the Wild 

Kevin Weekes discusses why he believes Marc-Andre Fleury will be a 
natural fit after being traded to the Minnesota Wild. 

New York Rangers: A- 

Key additions: F Andrew Copp, F, Nick Merkley, F Tyler Motte, D Justin 
Braun 

Key subtractions: C Morgan Barron, 2022 second-round picks, 2023 
third-round pick, 2023 fourth-round pick 

Our take: Had things worked out differently, this might be a different 
analysis and a different trade. If Tomas Hertl hadn't decided to remain in 
San Jose. If the price to pay for J.T. Miller wasn't so grandiose. Instead, 
the Rangers played some small ball instead of swinging for the fences, 
and it paid off. 

Copp might be viewed as a poor man's Miller, although his offensive 
prowess is nowhere near the level of the Canucks forward. He can play 
all three forward spots, up in the lineup with skilled stars like he did in 
Winnipeg this season or down the lineup in a more defensive role. He 
can play on both special teams. He has an expiring contract, as does 
Motte, who is one of the better depth forwards available at the deadline. 
Braun appears to be insurance for rookie defenseman Braden Schneider 
on the third pairing, but his 100 games of playoff experience could also 
come in handy for a burgeoning contender. 

Some nice tweaking here from GM Chris Drury without surrendering a 
top prospect or a first-rounder -- although one of the conditional picks 
they gave Winnipeg for Copp upgrades to a first if they win two rounds 
and he plays 50% of those games. I think they'll take that gamble. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: A- 

Key additions: F Rickard Rakell, D Nathan Beaulieu 

Key subtractions: F Zach Aston-Reese, F Dominik Simon, G Calle Clang, 
and a 2022 second-round pick 

Our take: The Rakell trade was one of the best of the day. The three 
players that were sent to Anaheim were expendable: Aston-Reese as an 
all-defense forward with an expiring contract; Simon, who didn't amount 
to much in two tours with the Penguins and had an expiring contract; and 
Clang, who could be a decent prospect but is stuck in a Pittsburgh goalie 
pipeline. 

So it's Rakell for a second-rounder, essentially, and that's fantastic. While 
he doesn't offer much defensively, Rakell is adept at both getting into 
scoring areas and creating offense off the rush. According to Stathletes 
data, Rakell is 25th in the NHL in shots off the rush in all situations 
among forwards. His offense has rebounded significantly this season -- 
not a shock, given it's a contract year. 
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We graded that trade with an 'A' but have to give a demerit here for their 
acquisition of Beaulieu for a (probably very late) seventh-rounder, as 
there's a good case he was the worst defenseman in the NHL this 
season. 

Seattle Kraken: A- 

Key additions: C Victor Rask, F Daniel Sprong, four second-round picks 
(three in 2022, one in 2023), two third-round picks 

Key subtractions: D Mason Appleton, F Colin Blackwell, D Mark 
Giordano, F Marcus Johansson, D Jeremy Lauzon, F Calle Jarnkrok 

Our take: The Kraken were roundly criticized in the offseason for not 
using the leverage of the expansion draft to their benefit, failing to secure 
draft picks or prospects. They drafted veterans and will likely end up in 
last place in the Pacific Division. But was it all part of a larger plan? It's 
worth asking, considering that Seattle now has 25 picks in the next two 
NHL drafts, after a windfall at the trade deadline. 

A few of the returns were expected. Giordano and Blackwell should 
warrant at least two second-rounders and a third from the Maple Leafs, 
especially since Giordano could steer where he wanted to end up. But 
some were significant wins: Lauzon for a second-rounder; a second-, 
third- and seventh-rounder for Jarnkrok and 50% salary retention; and 
Sprong with two picks for Johansson. 

Would it have been better to snag a first-rounder, especially for 
Giordano? Sure. But not only can the Kraken build a prospect pool, they 
can use this war chest to acquire players to turn around their fortunes 
quickly. As GM Ron Francis said: "We want to be every bit as competitive 
as any other team in the league as we start next season moving 
forward." 

B grades 

Boston Bruins: B+ 

Key additions: D Josh Brown, D Hampus Lindholm 

Key subtractions: D Urho Vaakanainen, 2022 first-round pick 

Our take: Boston's primary need to address at the deadline was defense 
and the Bruins certainly did not hold back. That blockbuster trade to 
acquire Lindholm from Anaheim was big; signing him to an eight-year, 
$52 million extension was even bigger. Lindholm will be a key top-four 
defender and stabilize a group too often in flux this season. Adding 
Brown from Ottawa will help there too, giving Boston more backend 
depth but plus some size (he's 6-foot-5) and grit for what the Bruins hope 
is a long spring ahead. 

Then there's the Jake DeBrusk contract. DeBrusk requested a trade out 
of Boston last fall, but instead he signed a two-year, $8 million extension 
on deadline day; at the end of the contract, DeBrusk will be an 
unrestricted free agent. It doesn't mean he won't be moved at some point 
down the line, of course. The deal just removes uncertainty in the short 
term, and allows DeBrusk and the Bruins to focus on the playoffs. 

Now, what GM Don Sweeney didn't do before the deadline was add 
anyone at forward. That was less of a priority, but given the injury issues 
Boston has dealt with -- and continues to navigate -- having some 
insurance up front would have been nice. Sweeney said the right deal 
just wasn't out there, so the Bruins will ride with what they've got. 

Carolina Hurricanes: B+ 

Key additions: F Max Domi, D Tyler Inamoto 

Key subtractions: F Egor Korshkov, D Aidan Hreschuk 

Our take: The Hurricanes weren't looking to do anything as dramatic as 
some of their Eastern Conference rivals. They didn't want to trade 
anybody off of their roster and they didn't want to ship out any top 
prospects. They did want to add a forward who could fit their style of play 
and under their salary cap. After the Blue Jackets kept 50% of Domi's 

salary and the Panthers took another 25% of it, the Hurricanes pulled off 
their only deal very close to the 3 p.m. deadline. 

Domi doesn't give you much on the defensive end but could have some 
offensive upside as a playmaker. He's best known for his tenacity, which 
is probably why coach Rod Brind'Amour blessed the trade. But as a low-
cost addition in salary and assets -- Korshkov is in the KHL and 
Hreschuk is a midrange NCAA prospect -- Domi should be fine as a fill-in 
for the injured Jordan Martinook. After that, he's an unrestricted free 
agent. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: B+ 

Key additions: F Brandon Hagel, F Nick Paul 

Key subtractions: F Boris Katchouk, F Mathieu Joseph, F Taylor 
Raddysh, 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round pick 

Our take: We will never accuse the Tampa Bay Lightning of playing it 
safe. That alone earned GM Julien BriseBois a little bump to his grade. 

The Lightning wanted Brandon Hagel and wanted him bad. Chicago 
moved him to Tampa for a massive haul: Two first-round picks, Taylor 
Raddysh and Boris Katchouk. Hey, if you're going to three-peat now, who 
cares about the future? BriseBois can put that on a T-shirt. 

Hagel is just 23 years old and already a good player (he has 37 points in 
55 games this season with Chicago). Tampa knows from past experience 
that if you don't load up on key middle-six guys before a playoff run (see: 
Barclay Goodrow and Blake Coleman) you might not go all the way. The 
Hagel deal was Tampa's proverbial chips-to-the-middle move. Don't 
sleep on the Nick Paul trade, either. He's a pending UFA who adds size 
(at 6-foot-3) and snarl to Tampa's lineup, plus Paul can play on the wing 
or at center and is a tenacious forechecker. Really, the prototypical 
playoff grinder Tampa has coveted in the past. 

Did BriseBois give up a lot to get his deals done? Sure. The Lightning's 
core isn't getting any younger, though. The time to chase another 
championship is now. Onward. 

Washington Capitals: B+ 

Key additions: F Marcus Johansson, C Johan Larsson 

Key subtractions: F Daniel Sprong, 2023 third-round pick, 2022 fourth-
round pick, 2023 sixth-round pick 

Our take: We're suckers for reunions, which makes this reacquisition of 
Johansson bittersweet. Back in 2017, he was an ideal complimentary 
player to Alex Ovechkin and Nicklas Backstrom. He's not that player 
anymore offensively but slightly above average on defense. I'm not his 
biggest fan as far as postseason production. But again, my hopes are 
slightly higher given the comfortable fit here; and with Sprong, a fourth 
and a sixth moving to Seattle, it was for a minimal cost. 

The cost was slightly higher for Larsson, with a third-rounder going to 
Arizona, but then the impact should be higher, too. He was having a 
really promising season prior to his injury and should be an asset in the 
Capitals' bottom six when he returns for the postseason. He's a strong 
defensive center, but it's expected they'll use him on the wing to replace 
an injured Carl Hagelin. 

Chicago Blackhawks: B 

Key additions: F Boris Katchouk, F Taylor Raddysh, 2022 first-round 
pick, 2023 first-round pick 

Key subtractions: F Brandon Hagel, G Marc-Andre Fleury 

Our take: New GM Kyle Davidson wasted no time getting to work ahead 
of the deadline with the massive Hagel trade. Reeling in a pair of first-
round draft picks along with both Katchouk and Raddysh was tidy work. 

Clearly the Blackhawks are in a rebuild, which if you didn't know would 
be long-lasting before the Hagel trade, you certainly know now. The 
emotional effect of that trade can already be felt by players in Chicago, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2022 

 

who can sense a few more rough years ahead. But the two firsts should 
cushion the blow and it was an exceptional return by Davidson to get 
what he did. 

Because Fleury had a 10-team no-trade list, Davidson had limited 
options on a partner for that transaction. Minnesota still delivered, with a 
second-round choice that could become a first if the Wild reach the 
Western Conference finals and Fleury is a major factor in the previous 
two rounds. It was about as strong a deal for which Davidson could have 
hoped. 

What Davidson didn't do was find a new home for either Dominik Kubalik 
or Calvin de Haan. Had he found the right returns, it would have really 
put this deadline over the top for Chicago. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: B 

Key additions: D Aidan Hreschuk 

Key subtractions: F Max Domi, D Tyler Inamoto 

Our take: Tyler Inamoto, we hardly knew ye! The Blue Jackets retained 
50% of Domi's salary and traded him to Florida for NCAA fifth-year senior 
defenseman Tyler Inamoto of Wisconsin. They traded Inamoto to the 
Hurricanes for Hreschuk to complete the three-way deal that delivered 
Domi to Raleigh. Hreschuk, who completed his freshman season at 
Boston College, is undersized (5-foot-11) but plays well with the puck. 
He's a better prospect than Inamoto and could eventually make the NHL 
as a low-end offensive defenseman. 

But the Blue Jackets get knocked down a half grade for not finding a 
taker for goaltender Joonas Korpisalo during the season. At the deadline, 
they almost had to keep him, given Elvis Merzlikins' injury issues. While 
it's true Korpisalo has done absolutely nothing to encourage anyone to 
seek his services with a ghastly .878 save percentage in 21 games, 
being unable to move him during the last summer's robust goalie market 
when he wasn't in the plans for the future wasn't ideal. 

Detroit Red Wings: B 

Key additions: F Oskar Sundqvist, D Jake Walman, 2023 second-round 
pick 

Key subtractions: D Nick Leddy, F Vladislav Namestnikov 

Our take: The centerpiece of GM Steve Yzerman's deadline was the Nick 
Leddy trade to St. Louis, and it was a decent one. Leddy is an aging 
defender who has had a poor season with the Red Wings and he's a 
pending UFA they weren't going to re-sign. Getting a second-round pick 
out of the Blues is solid. Add in the potential of prospect Walman and the 
chance that Sundqvist's game could rebound next season and this trade 
could age nicely. We'll see. 

It's a bit surprising that all Yzerman could pull out of Dallas for 
Namestnikov was a fourth-round pick. Namestnikov is a pending UFA but 
he has provided consistent secondary scoring in Detroit. Compared to 
the return on Marcus Johansson (he went to Washington from Seattle for 
a roster player, a fourth-rounder and a sixth-rounder) just the fourth for 
Namestnikov seemed low. 

Regardless, the Red Wings have plenty of young talent and growing that 
group through ample opportunities is where Detroit's focus is, as it should 
be. 

Florida Panthers: B 

Key additions: D Ben Chiarot, F Claude Giroux, D Robert Hagg 

Key subtractions: F Owen Tippett, 2023 first-round pick, 2024 first-round 
pick 

Our take: It's been a week and I'm still not over the Ben Chiarot trade. 

Panthers GM Billy Zito wanted Chiarot -- a 30-year-old pending UFA -- so 
badly, he gave up a first-round pick, a fourth-round pick and Tyler 
Smilanic. Mind-blowing. In a way, it shows how much Zito wants to win 

this season. It also might go down as one of the worst trades this year. 
Time will tell. 

The fact that Claude Giroux would waive his no-trade clause for 
Philadelphia to play in Florida helped negotiations there. Parting with 
another first-round choice and a former top prospect like Owen Tippett is 
an easier sell when the guy coming in has Giroux's pedigree and is 
playing terrific hockey. He's already slotting onto Florida's top line with 
Aleksander Barkov, so good luck to all comers there. 

Since Aaron Ekblad is sidelined by another injury, bringing in Hagg from 
Buffalo made sense. He'll be a good depth piece for the back end. The 
Chiarot move really hangs over this whole deadline for Florida, though. 
Fascinated to see how it plays out. 

Ottawa Senators: B 

Key additions: D Travis Hamonic, F Mathieu Joseph, F Zach Senyshyn 

Key subtractions: D Josh Brown, F Nick Paul 

Our take: The Senators did a lot of stuff before the deadline. How much 
of it will translate into making the team better? That's the lingering 
question. 

Nothing got social media riled up like the acquisition of Hamonic from 
Vancouver for a 2022 third-round pick. Hamonic has played only 24 
games this season and Ottawa could have had him for free off waivers 
earlier this year. Not the best look by GM Pierre Dorion. 

Joseph is a better one. He's been around a winning program in Tampa, 
has good speed and brings a bit of ferocity to the Sens' lineup. Joseph is 
a pending RFA and Ottawa should have no trouble re-signing him. 

Shipping Brown to Boston for a conditional seventh-round pick and 
Senyshyn was intriguing. Senyshyn was drafted 15th overall by Boston in 
2015 but has been categorized as a bust since then, having appeared in 
just 14 NHL games. Getting any player out of the Brown trade was good 
though and was certainly no guarantee heading into the deadline. 

Dorion also locked up goalie Anton Forsberg on a three-year extension, 
which was a key contract to have done given the uncertainty surrounding 
Matt Murray's status moving ahead. 

Overall, Ottawa did just fine. 

San Jose Sharks: B 

Key additions: D Anthony Bitetto, G Kaapo Kahkonen 

Key subtractions: F Andrew Cogliano, F Nick Merkley, D Jacob Middleton 

Our take: Interesting deadline for the Sharks. Obviously, the big headline 
is who they kept around: Tomas Hertl, the 28-year-old center who signed 
an eight-year, $65.1 million extension. I know there were critics of this 
deal for San Jose, but he's so much more part of the solution than the 
problem. It's not like they can hop in a time machine and un-sign Marc-
Edouard Vlasic to make a deal for a better player make sense. 

Middleton emerged as the "defensive defenseman with the minuscule 
cap hit everyone suddenly wants" of this deadline. The Wild sent a fifth-
rounder and Kahkonen for him. Kahkonen, who was expendable after the 
Marc-Andre Fleury trade, is a restricted free agent after this season and 
is only 25 years old. That's a fortuitous return for the Sharks on this trade. 
So was getting a fifth-rounder for Cogliano thanks to salary retention. 

The only mystery here: Do they know productive winger Alexander 
Barabanov is re-signing or is there a chance they lose him for nothing as 
an unrestricted free agent? 

Toronto Maple Leafs: B 

Key additions: F Colin Blackwell, D Mark Giordano, D Ilya Lyubushkin 

Key subtractions: D Travis Dermott, F Nick Ritchie 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 26, 2022 

 

Our take: On one hand, GM Kyle Dubas orchestrated a great trade 
acquiring Mark Giordano and Colin Blackwell. On the other, that's really 
all Dubas did to make Toronto better this season (and give it the best 
chance to finally win a playoff round). It doesn't seem like enough. 

Now, Dubas can't be faulted for Arizona claiming goaltender Harri Sateri 
off waivers on Monday. Dubas convinced the Finnish netminder to sign a 
one-year deal with Toronto and bolster its flagging goalie situation, but 
alas, the Coyotes stole him away. And Dubas did not pull off any other 
deals for a goaltender. So, it'll be Erik Kallgren and Petr Mrazek until 
Jack Campbell returns from injury. The latter two have been varying 
degrees of bad over the past two months, but Dubas believes they can 
rebound. He'll have to hope that's the case. 

Back to Giordano. Dubas didn't have to give up a first-round draft pick to 
Seattle (just two seconds and a third), which was an automatic win. 
Adding a recent Norris Trophy winner who can immediately elevate your 
top four and provide veteran leadership is even better. Plus, Blackwell 
should be a nice depth addition to the Leafs' bottom six with his strong 
forechecking. 

The goaltending drama still looms. If Campbell returns to form when 
healthy, it'll be a moot point. Today, it's still a concern that's gone 
unaddressed. 

Vancouver Canucks: B 

Key additions: D Travis Dermott 

Key subtractions: D Travis Hamonic, F Tyler Motte 

Our take: What the Canucks' trade deadline lacked in fireworks it made 
up in shrewd asset management. Vancouver was listening on pending 
RFA forward Brock Boeser and forward J.T. Miller, who's an unrestricted 
free agent in 2023. No one was willing to meet their demands, so they 
remain with Vancouver for their nascent playoff push. 

The asset management, meanwhile, was exemplary. They found a taker 
for Hamonic in the Senators, who inexplicably traded a third-rounder (that 
originated with Vancouver) for him. They then traded Winnipeg's 2022 
third-rounder to the Maple Leafs for defenseman Travis Dermott, who is 
younger and cheaper and better than Hamonic. He's also an RFA in 
2023 while Hamonic is a UFA. They pulled a 2023 fourth-round pick from 
the Rangers for Motte, a pending UFA depth player. 

Los Angeles Kings: B- 

Key additions: D Troy Stecher 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: The Kings were one of the most fascinating teams on Monday, 
notably for not doing anything notable. They made a couple of minor-
league deals. They sent a seventh-rounder to Detroit for Stecher, 
potentially to reunite him with Alexander Edler. Their hands were tied by 
the humbling amount of injuries on the roster -- and GM Rob Blake has 
been steadfast in not wanting to take away opportunities from young 
players or sacrifice them for temporary fixes. 

Still, we thought there was a chance the Kings would land someone like 
Arizona defenseman Jakob Chychrun at the trade deadline, to help now 
and in the future. Instead, they'll keep playing with the house money they 
have in being an unexpected playoff contender. 

New Jersey Devils: B- 

Key additions: G Andrew Hammond 

Key subtractions: F Nathan Schnarr 

Our take: Our own Kristen Shilton had the Devils as one of the deadline's 
losers, and I think there's an argument to be made to that end. There was 
never going to be a market for P.K. Subban, even if others could have 
helped share his $9 million cap hit. But defenseman Damon Severson, 
who is entering the walk year of his contract, might have brought some 
immediate help given some of the other returns on defensemen on 

Monday. Same goes for pending RFA Pavel Zacha, who's rounding into 
an effective middle-six player. But his injury near the deadline might have 
messed with the process. 

That they didn't move doesn't mean they won't in the summer. In fact, I 
think the trade for Hammond is a tell that the Devils just want to finish as 
strongly as possible and enter a critical offseason -- from evaluating the 
roster to the coach -- with positive momentum. The Hamburglar can 
shelter Nico Daws a bit and stabilize the team's crease for the rest of the 
season before hitting UFA status. 

C grades 

Edmonton Oilers: C+ 

Key additions: D Brett Kulak, F Derick Brassard 

Key subtractions: D William Lagesson, conditional 2022 second-round 
pick 

Our take: The Oilers didn't trade for a goalie. There were many 
indications along the way that they wouldn't do so. We all understood the 
reasons why they wouldn't, from hesitation to trade a first-round pick or 
top prospect to the thinness of the market to their own salary cap crunch. 
But a team that can't afford to miss the playoffs will still attempt to make 
them with Mikko Koskinen, Mike Smith and cameo appearances by 
Stuart Skinner. 

Instead of trading for a goalie, the Oilers did what we expected them to 
do, which is to trade for a defenseman instead. They got a good one. 
Kulak isn't worth Lagesson and a second-rounder alone, but he is when 
the Canadiens retain salary. He's a really solid defensive defenseman 
who excels in a depth role and playing larger minutes with offensive D-
men. He's 28 years old and might be someone to keep around beyond 
his expiring contract. Brassard, 34, is a solid contributor offensively at 5-
on-5 in a fourth-line role but does not kill penalties. 

Like the Flames, the Oilers' biggest move came weeks before the trade 
deadline when they signed Evander Kane, who has 13 goals in 24 
games. 

Winnipeg Jets: C+ 

Key additions: F Mason Appleton, F Morgan Barron, F Zach Sanford 

Key subtractions: D Nathan Beaulieu, F Andrew Copp, F Bryan Little, F 
Nathan Smith (rights) 

Our take: Is GM Kevin Cheveldayoff all-in on the Jets making the playoffs 
this season, or not? Based on his deadline moves, the answer is murky. 

Cheveldayoff didn't really touch the Jets' current roster, other than to 
move pending UFA forward Copp to the Rangers for a pair of conditional 
second-round picks. That was good business. He also sent Beaulieu to 
Pittsburgh for a conditional seventh-round choice. 

Otherwise, Cheveldayoff just stayed the course. Appleton (from Seattle) 
and Sanford (from Ottawa) will help fill the void left by Copp. Barron (part 
of the Copp deal with New York) is a prospect with potentially high 
upside down the road. And Little hasn't played since November 2019, so 
shedding the final two years of his contract (with a $5.29 million AAV) to 
Arizona was smart. 

But Paul Stastny is still in Winnipeg. That suggests Cheveldayoff has 
some hope of Winnipeg requiring a versatile veteran forward down the 
stretch here, enough that he did not see the need to send Stastny to a 
contender for future contributors. 

Maybe the market wasn't there for it. Maybe Cheveldayoff felt letting go 
of Copp was enough turnover for now. Where Winnipeg sits in a month 
will tell the tale. 

Arizona Coyotes: C 

Key additions: F Jack McBain (rights), F Nick Ritchie, F Nathan Smith 
(rights), G Harri Sateri, F Bryan Little 
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Key subtractions: F Johan Larsson, D Ilya Lyubushkin, F Riley Nash, G 
Scott Wedgewood 

Our take: It's the elephant in the room; Arizona did not trade Jakob 
Chychrun or Phil Kessel. 

GM Bill Armstrong said he tried on Kessel, one of the club's pending 
UFAs with a $6.8 million AAV on his contract. The size of that hit may 
have proved unappealing for some teams. 

As for Chychrun, Armstrong had a big ask for the top-four defender, and 
no suitor stepped up with an offer he deemed worthy. Too bad. 

The best move Armstrong made was getting Ritchie from Toronto earlier 
this month in exchange for Lyubushkin. Ritchie was having a terrible 
season for the Leafs but perked up immediately in the desert sun to 
score five goals and seven points in his first 11 games. That Ritchie also 
has another season of reasonable value (at $2.5 million) makes the 
transaction even sweeter. 

If Arizona is able to sign both McBain and Smith, two top college centers, 
it'll be a major boon for the Coyotes' long-term outlook. McBain has 33 
points in 24 games for Boston College this season and Smith has 49 
points in 34 games at Minnesota State. 

Another notable of the day for Arizona was signing goaltender Karel 
Vejmelka to a three-year extension. He's been good this season (.905 
save percentage), and along with waiver claim Sateri, could form a really 
nice tandem for the Coyotes, who also parted ways with Wedgewood 
(traded to Dallas). 

Buffalo Sabres: C 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: D Robert Hagg 

Our take: Not much to see here. We all expected Buffalo to trade some 
players, but whatever calls GM Kevyn Adams was taking must not have 
been too compelling. All Adams did was send Hagg to Florida for a 2022 
sixth-round draft choice. Defenseman Colin Miller was rumored to be on 
the move, but his injury history may have curdled some teams' offers. 

Anyway, now Buffalo has 10 picks to use in the upcoming draft, which 
will be helpful in continuing to rebuild the organization. Development 
does seem to be Adams' focus. He's really stuck on "The Plan" for 
Buffalo and feels the final stretch of regular-season games will be 
important for his group. We'll see if he's right. 

Philadelphia Flyers: C 

Key additions: F Owen Tippett, 2024 conditional first-round pick, 2023 
third-round picks, 2023 fourth-round pick 

Key subtractions: F Claude Giroux, C Derick Brassard, D Justin Braun 

Our take: There's not much you can say about the Giroux deal. Whether 
you believe the grand conspiracies about what it would've taken for him 
to waive his trade protection -- like a return to Philly next season, 
something his agent Pat Brisson denied was the case to ESPN -- the fact 
is that the market for Giroux was "ultimately very limited," as GM Chuck 
Fletcher put it. There are better prospects than Tippett in the Panthers 
organization, but landing him, a first-rounder (that could end up being in 
2025 if the conditions aren't met!) and a third was the best they could do. 

A third-rounder for Braun from the Rangers in a hot defenseman market 
seems low. A fourth-rounder for Brassard from the Oilers seems right, 
although maybe not with 50% salary retention. No takers for goalie 
Martin Jones at the asking price Fletcher wanted. It's a deadline that'll be 
forever remembered for what left rather than what came back. 

play 

2:24 

How Kevin Weekes has hilariously redefined breaking news 

Check out the unconventional but hilarious locations in which Kevin 
Weekes broke NHL trades throughout the week. 

Dallas Stars: C- 

Key additions: F Vladislav Namestnikov, G Scott Wedgewood 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: For some reason, John Klingberg is still a Dallas Star. 

Why? Well, because Miro Heiskanen has mononucleosis, apparently. 
The Stars' top defenseman has been out indefinitely with the illness and 
GM Jim Nill didn't think it prudent to part with pending UFA Klingberg 
given Heiskanen's condition. 

That would be all well and good if Dallas was a slam-dunk playoff team. 
But it isn't. Klingberg has expressed publicly his unhappiness with the 
lack of contract movement before now. He's not likely to re-sign with the 
Stars this summer, but Nill could have gotten something for Klingberg 
now to make Dallas better into the future. Oh, well. 

The Stars have no cap space to play with, so there wasn't much else 
they could do by way of acquisitions. Namestnikov from Detroit for a 
fourth-rounder is a fine pickup for a capable secondary scorer. Bringing 
in Wedgewood from Arizona was necessary given the injury to Braden 
Holtby and general goaltending-depth issues. 

Underwhelming, to say the least. 

Nashville Predators: C- 

Key additions: D Jeremy Lauzon 

Key subtractions: None 

Our take: The only card GM David Poile had up his sleeve was netting 
depth defenseman Lauzon from Seattle for a 2022 second-round pick. 

Yes, that means Filip Forsberg is still a Predator. And he's still a pending 
UFA who will merit the type of max-term, max-dollar extension that 
Nashville may or may not have the ability to offer. Forsberg is the team's 
leading scorer and will be a critical part of Nashville's potential playoff 
push. Poile did sound optimistic on Monday that he can get a deal over 
the line with Forsberg. If that doesn't happen, Nashville could have 
missed a major opportunity by keeping him in the fold past Monday. 

St. Louis Blues: C- 

Key additions: D Nick Leddy 

Key subtractions: F Oskar Sundqvist, D Jake Walman 

Our take: St. Louis is a good team having a strong season. GM Doug 
Armstrong just didn't make it much better. 

Leddy from Detroit for a 2023 second-round pick and Sundqvist and 
Wallman was the Blues' highlight move. There's always a possibility that 
Leddy, who is minus-33 on the year and a pending UFA, can take on 
some significant role on St. Louis' blue line. But will that be what the 
Blues truly need? Defensive consistency has been an issue for the Blues 
all year, and they were more in the market for a top-four contributor. 
That's going to be a reach for Leddy. 

Being rid of Sundqvist's $2.75 million cap hit next season does admittedly 
help St. Louis. And Walman, 26, hasn't caught on with the Blues and 
appeared in only 32 games this season. Losing a second-round pick for 
Leddy could come back to bite St. Louis, though. 

D grades 

New York Islanders: D+ 

Key additions: None 

Key subtractions: None 
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Our take: The last trade Lou Lamoriello made was on Nov. 4, when he 
dealt retired defenseman Johnny Boychuk's cap hit to the Sabres for 
"future considerations," which still haven't been specified and may be a 
Starbucks gift card for all we know. He didn't make a trade before 
Monday's deadline, which is a bewildering move for a team that's 
undoubtedly one of the biggest disappointments in the NHL this season. 
Instead, he doubled down on retaining forwards Zach Parise and Cal 
Clutterbuck with contract extensions -- although the Islanders did get the 
latter on a better AAV for two years. 

Look, there probably wasn't a vigorous market for Andy Greene (39) and 
what's left of Zdeno Chara (45), although it's probable Lamoriello assured 
them they weren't going anywhere anyway. His logic behind keeping 
Semyon Varlamov ($5 million AAV through next season) is that he's 
important to the "growth and maturity" of Ilya Sorokin, who turns 27 in 
August, and that the Islanders didn't want to weaken one position to 
improve another. But when Marc-Andre Fleury nets a potential first-round 
pick with his extremely limited trade market, one wonders what Varlamov 
could have returned. 

Lamoriello said he's not satisfied with the team's season but will take the 
rest of it to evaluate where it is. Here's where the Islanders are: They are 
a team with 11 forwards signed through the 2023-24 season, none of 
whom are Mathew Barzal. Nine of them are 28 years old or older. Five of 
them make north of $5 million annually against the cap. Three of them 
have trade protection. Maybe Lamoriello thinks this season is an 
anomaly. Maybe he's too in love with his players -- which has been a 
criticism for most of his NHL tenure. But the deadline was a chance to 
start reshaping a flawed roster and he didn't take it. 

F grade 

Vegas Golden Knights: F 

Key additions: None (for now) 

Key subtractions: None (for now) 

Our take: We can only judge the trade deadline on the business 
completed before this report card. Maybe the Golden Knights deserve an 
"incomplete," since the saga involving Evgenii Dadonov has yet to be 
resolved. But there's no getting around the potential disaster of this trade. 

The Knights tried to move a player with a $5 million cap hit -- and let's 
face it, acquiring Dadonov's contract in the first place last summer was 
questionable -- with a conditional second-round pick sweetener to the 
Ducks for the injured John Moore and the contract of Ryan Kesler, whose 
career is done. Instead, Dadonov and his agent claimed Anaheim was on 
his limited no-trade list. The Golden Knights didn't know he had one, as 
the Senators didn't disclose it on their trade call last summer. Their 
assumption, and that of the NHL, was that the list was no longer valid. 
But it was filed on time. So the expectation is that the trade will be 
canceled, and the Knights will be stuck with a $5 million cap hit tied to a 
player they tried to throw overboard. 

The Golden Knights' injury crisis is out of their hands. Their salary cap 
headache is their own making. What seemed like a remedy might end in 
embarrassment. It may not be their fault. But it is what it is. 
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ESPN / Kaplan: Answering 20 big questions heading into the season's 
final months 

 

Emily Kaplan 

19-24 minutes 

Feb 14, 2022 

 

We're more than halfway through the third straight pandemic-affected 
NHL season -- but it finally feels like we're tracking toward normalcy. We 
have (mostly) full arenas again, and a (mostly) typical 82-game schedule 
-- save for those few weeks in December where a flurry of 
postponements threatened to wreak havoc on everything. While some 
off-ice issues linger, and the league works to get back afloat with 
revenue, fans have been treated to incredible hockey since October. The 
season's first half has been defined by a series of daring, high-skill goals 
from a new generation of brash young stars not afraid to show some 
personality and transform the sport. You'll remember 2021-22 as the 
season you were introduced to Trevor Zegras, trust me. 

We also have the old guard standing tall. The veteran two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning refuse to go dull, while Alex Ovechkin is 
playing like a man on a mission in his age-36 season, as he stares down 
Wayne Gretzky's all-time goal record. There's also a new group of elites -
- the Colorado Avalanche, Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers -- 
who all believe their time is now. The trade deadline is just over a month 
away and then the Stanley Cup playoffs -- this writer would die on the hill 
shouting that it's the best postseason in all of sports -- will be here before 
we know it. It's all shaping up to be an exciting second half, but surely 
you, the fan, have some lingering questions. Behold, some answers. 

How does the league feel about where things are as the second half 
begins? 

Cautiously optimistic. The NHL had to postpone more than 100 games 
(and reschedule 25 more) in a challenging stretch. The league trudged 
on, and at its most stressful moment, started its Christmas break early to 
give everyone a reset. All but one player in the NHL is fully vaccinated -- 
Detroit's Tyler Bertuzzi remains the only holdout -- while league sources 
have insisted a "large portion" of players and coaches have also been 
boosted. (The NHL and NHLPA don't intend to mandate a booster shot 
this season.) Because of that, and while projecting declining numbers as 
we exit cold and flu season, the NHL and NHLPA decided to stop regular 
testing for asymptomatic players after the All-Star break. In conjunction, 
the league also did away with its temporary taxi squads, meaning the 
NHL and NHLPA feel confident they won't need to reschedule many 
more games, if any at all. 

So the NHL thinks COVID-19 stuff is mostly behind it and it can keep up 
with the schedule uninterrupted? 

Pretty much. I checked in with the league office late last week, and 
everything still seems on track with our preseason timeline expectations: 
The regular season will end on April 29 and the Stanley Cup will be 
awarded the last week in June. Ah, normalcy. The big X factor here is 
Canada. Commissioner Gary Bettman made it clear at his annual state-
of-the union news conference during All-Star Weekend that he was 
frustrated with restrictions made in several Canadian provinces limiting 
attendance -- and therefore draining from the league's revenue. Bettman 
said several Canadian teams have explored the possibility of playing in 
the United States, and he threatened to move the NHL draft from 
Montreal if the landscape doesn't change in Quebec. That's a storyline to 
keep tabs on. 

Speaking of arenas and revenue, are the Coyotes really going to play in 
a college rink next season? 

We all know that the Arizona Coyotes are Bettman's Sun Belt baby -- he 
put the franchise there in 1996 and has helped the Coyotes navigate 
through bankruptcy and ownership changes, determined to make it work. 
The Coyotes' biggest road block thus far has been the location of Gila 
River Arena in Glendale; it's simply too far out from where most of the fan 
base lives. The team's relationship with the arena and the city of 
Glendale became fractured (and at its worst, involved unpaid taxes) and 
the Coyotes were told they needed to find a new home next season. 
Owner Alex Meruelo has a grand plan to build a new arena and 
multifaceted entertainment venue in Tempe, an ideal location. Only 
problem? That proposal is complicated, involving gambling and liquor 
licenses, and sits at the city council right now, waiting for approvals. So 
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the team needed a temporary solution. Enter the Arizona State Sun 
Devils. The Coyotes reached a deal to play their next three seasons in 
the Sun Devils' 5,000-seat arena; the Coyotes will be paying nearly $20 
million to get the facility up to NHL code. Bettman said he's OK with the 
solution because he views it as temporary and thinks the venue will 
create a unique fan environment. While that's all true, some league 
owners and the players' association have expressed reservations. Since 
the NHL and its players operate on a revenue-sharing system, one of the 
clubs maxing out at only 5,000 tickets for the next three years is less than 
ideal. 

What's the burning on-ice question on everyone's mind right now? 

How are the Vegas Golden Knights going to get cap compliant when 
Jack Eichel is healthy? They'll need to figure it out quickly, because all 
signs point to Eichel debuting as soon as this week. It's not just Eichel's 
$10 million salary the Golden Knights need to squeeze in; Alec Martinez 
and his $5.25 million salary have been shelved, and the defenseman 
appears ready to return soon. GM Kelly McCrimmon said the team had a 
plan for how to attack this logjam when it traded for Eichel, and there's 
plenty of speculation about the players who could be traded (such as 
original Golden Misfits William Karlsson and Reilly Smith). However, 
Vegas is waiting as long as possible to make a move -- and for good 
reason, because the issue could solve itself. Captain Mark Stone has 
been battling a back injury all season long, and if he's put on long-term 
injured reserve (with his $9.5 million salary) that could solve a lot of 
problems. Of course, that will trigger a chorus of groans that this is cap 
circumvention, a la Nikita Kucherov and the 2021 Stanley Cup-winning 
Tampa Bay Lightning. But those people should be shouting at the NHL 
CBA, not McCrimmon. Because as long as Stone is legitimately injured, 
it's all compliant. 

We've seen seven coaching changes already this season, what gives? 

You heard that number right -- nearly one fourth of NHL teams have 
switched bench bosses this season. Five coaches were fired (Jeremy 
Colliton, Travis Green, Alain Vigneault, Dominique Ducharme and Dave 
Tippett, in chronological order) while Joel Quenneville resigned because 
of his role in the Chicago Blackhawks sex abuse case and Paul Maurice 
stepped away for personal reasons. In-season coaching changes are 
ubiquitous in the modern NHL. This could be somewhat of a course 
correction; last season there were only three in-season coaching 
changes, as a lot of teams held on to coaches they might have been 
borderline on. One of those reasons is financial. Most NHL teams were 
reeling last season from lost revenue, and paying a coach not to coach 
isn't exactly for the budget-conscious. This season, as we track toward 
more normal revenues, teams are perhaps feeling a little more 
capricious. Players in Philadelphia told me they viewed Vigneault as 
"untouchable" considering he was making $5 million in salary through the 
2023-24 season, but ownership was willing to eat that when results 
became so poor. The Canadiens are technically paying three coaches 
this season, as the $5 million deal of Claude Julien is still on the books, 
as are contracts for Ducharme (who had just signed a three-year 
extension, yikes) and Martin St. Louis, the Hall of Famer who was 
coaxed out of his job coaching his son's pee wee hockey team to right 
the ship of the Original Six franchise. 

Are any other coaches on the hot seat? 

The carnage should be over for now -- which, of course, is famous last 
words. I've heard rumblings that the Stars thought about making a 
change, but it seems they'll stick with Rick Bowness for the time being. 
Derek King has done a good job restoring confidence and positive vibes 
around the Chicago locker room, but I haven't talked to anyone who 
views him as the long-term solution. Once the Blackhawks hire a GM -- 
and I've heard the search could wrap up soon -- expect that person to 
bring in a different coach next season. The Flyers are giving Mike Yeo 
the job for the rest of the season, but given the mess in Philadelphia, it's 
hard to imagine them not going full reset entering next season and hiring 
someone else. (Rick Tocchet and ESPN's own John Tortorella are the 
names I've heard most connected there; remember, the old brain trust of 

Paul Holmgren and Bobby Clarke is heavily involved in big picture 
decisions.) 

Who are the breakout stars of the season so far? 

It's hard to argue against Trevor Zegras. He pulled off so many viral 
highlights during the season's first half, the league was compelled to 
invite him to All-Star Weekend just to be part of the skills competition 
(where he did not disappoint, pulling off arguably the highest-difficulty 
move of the night). Zegras is wildly creative, highly skilled and completely 
fearless -- ushering in a new generation of NHLers who aren't afraid to 
show off their personality, authentically. 

Nazem Kadri's career year is hard to ignore. Motivated by yet another 
postseason suspension, as the Avalanche were eliminated from the 
second round for the third consecutive season, Kadri is playing out of his 
mind right now, and will get compensated accordingly when he hits the 
open market as an unrestricted free agent this summer. And it's not just 
the offensive numbers. Kadri's overall game is so sound, Avs coach 
Jared Bednar has him playing an increased role on the penalty kill and 
has bumped Kadri's ice time by nearly three minutes this season. 

Meanwhile in St. Louis, Jordan Kyrou is finally putting it all together after 
a stop-go start to his career, which was hampered by knee injuries. If you 
weren't paying attention to Kyrou's speed during the season, you 
definitely noticed it when he dethroned Connor McDavid at the NHL's 
fastest skater event. 

In New York, Igor Shesterkin is proving why the Rangers felt comfortable 
parting with the King, Henrik Lundqvist, two years ago. Shesterkin is the 
real deal, and cool as his predecessor under pressure. Meanwhile, 
Florida's Jonathan Huberdeau has officially overtaken teammate 
Aleksander Barkov for the title of "Most Underrated Star" in the league 
(though Carolina's Sebastian Aho and Winnipeg's Kyle Connor would like 
a word). 

Whom will we be talking about as a breakout star come playoffs? 

If you're expecting a long playoff run out of Carolina -- I, for one, am -- 
then expect the national profile of Aho to rise significantly. While the 
Canes have a ton of offensive talent, a key storyline for them will be the 
steady goaltending of Frederik Andersen. Finally recovered from a knee 
injury that plagued the end of his tenure in Toronto, Andersen is feeling 
more confident than ever. He's also feeling more comfortable in a market 
more conducive to his low-key, reserved personality. As his coach, Rod 
Brind'Amour, said recently: "We've always had good goaltending, but 
Freddie's won us a lot of games. We've played pretty well this year as a 
group, but he's got us [wins] himself because he was better than the guy 
across from him in quite a few games." 

Pittsburgh has been playing with dangerous energy ever since it 
trounced the two-time defending champion Lightning in Tampa in the 
season opener. Pittsburgh's Jake Guentzel doesn't get nearly enough 
national attention for his consistency, so perhaps this is his year. He's 
more than just Sidney Crosby's linemate, people! (Though he's very good 
at being Sidney Crosby's linemate.) 

With the shadow of Tuukka Rask no longer looming, is either Jeremy 
Swayman or Linus Ullmark ready to take a star turn? Cale Makar gets 
most of the attention on Colorado's blue line -- rightfully so -- but Devon 
Toews is a major impact player who will be better appreciated come 
playoff time. And if it's time to start appreciating underappreciated 
defensemen, do yourself a favor and watch Jonas Brodin in Minnesota. 
You're welcome. 

How is this year's trade deadline shaping up? 

If you're asking if we're going to get a James Harden-to-the-76ers-level 
blockbuster, you're probably out of luck. More likely, it's a bunch of 
veterans on expiring contracts who are moved for conditional picks. 
There's a surplus of capable defensemen available, and a decent 
number of goalies, too. Phil Kessel's contract with the Coyotes is 
structured so that he makes less than $1 million for a team that acquires 
him, so he'll be attractive to any team looking to add a grizzled veteran 
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with a scoring touch to its middle six. Boston's Jake DeBrusk and St. 
Louis' Vladimir Tarasenko both made trade requests that have not yet 
been met. Based on how their seasons are tracking, DeBrusk is likelier to 
move now, whereas a Tarasenko move, if it happens at all, seems more 
destined to happen over the summer. The Kraken will have a fire sale, 
and a decision will be made by management and captain Mark Giordano 
on whether he is a part of it. New Ducks GM Pat Verbeek walks into 
several tough decisions, such as whether he is going to re-sign Hampus 
Lindholm and Josh Manson or try to recoup some value for both 
defensemen on expiring contracts. 

Which teams are going to be busiest? 

Start with Carolina and Florida. Both teams look good now, and believe 
their time is now. I think they'd both like to add an elite blueliner, and 
should be in on players like John Klingberg, Ben Chiarot and Jakob 
Chychrun -- though the latter would be part of a large trade package, as 
he's under contract through 2025. Colorado GM Joe Sakic has made it 
clear to his peers that he's all-in, and the team has been sniffing around 
some big names. 

The Avalanche will add. I'd be surprised if the New York Rangers don't 
add a depth forward. I think the Bruins will make some sort of move, and 
I would call it gross malpractice if Edmonton doesn't acquire a goalie 
(and the Oilers need a defenseman, too). 

Doug Armstrong in St. Louis and Julien BriseBois in Tampa will both 
claim they don't have any cap space to get something done, but I don't 
buy that completely. Those are two GMs who know how to get creative. 

One GM who seems content with his team as currently constructed: 
Nashville's David Poile. Helps when your team is overachieving while 
staving off a rebuild. 

Who are the underrated players who will get moved and make an 
impact? 

There are always one or two depth players moved at the trade deadline 
who are viewed as the "secret ingredient" to a team's postseason 
success. (See: Barclay Goodrow, Blake Coleman in Tampa, 2020). 
Who's that guy this year? A lot of teams are buzzing about the versatile 
Artturi Lehkonen in Montreal. Seattle's Calle Jarnkrok is another 
possibility, and if J.T. Miller is ultimately moved from Vancouver, he'd 
definitely fit the profile. The Flyers probably overpaid for Rasmus 
Ristolainen, but he's 27, and is a hard-nosed, physical defenseman who 
has been in the league for nine years and has yet to play for a winning 
franchise (yes, it's a bit skewed as his first eight years were spent toiling 
away in Buffalo). Put Ristolainen around a winning organization in a more 
sheltered role, and he could be the perfect sixth-defenseman addition 
who carries a team through. While we're at it, add Buffalo's Robert Hagg 
to the list. I see him playing the role of Luke Schenn for Tampa in 2021. 

Biggest player traded? 

Claude Giroux is the longest-serving captain in Philadelphia Flyers 
history. He has spent his entire 15-year career with the organization. He'll 
be playing for a new one this spring, with hopes of finally winning a 
Stanley Cup after coming so close in 2010. If Giroux is comfortable 
playing for a team in the West (he has two young kids and location will be 
a consideration) then you might just see him on the Colorado Avalanche 
this spring. Oh my. 

Low-key teams to keep an eye on? 

The Capitals aren't exactly thrilled with their goaltending duo of Ilya 
Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek. As of now, Vanecek -- whom the team 
lost in the Seattle expansion draft, only to reacquire -- is a slight step 
above Samsonov, once regarded the organization's long-term solution in 
net. But neither is inspiring much confidence for a long playoff run, so it 
wouldn't be surprising to see GM Brian MacLellan get involved in the 
goalie market, specifically looking for a veteran (doesn't it feel like ages 
ago when they signed Henrik Lundqvist for this very reason?). Over the 
past several years, the trade deadline has been a frustrating time for 
Kings veterans, who have seen their friends, one by one, sent away. The 

tide has changed and the rebuild is ending. GM Rob Blake is in the 
market for a depth defensemen. 

How set are the playoff teams? 

For weeks now, people around the league have been saying that the 
playoff picture in the East is set. There won't be much intrigue there down 
the stretch, just some jockeying for positioning. The West is a little less 
set, especially in the Pacific Division, where all teams except for the 
Kraken are within 11 points of each other. That wild-card race could get 
juicy. 

Is Alex Ovechkin going to catch Wayne Gretzky's goal record? 

Yes, but hold your horses. Based on current projections, it's looking like 
Ovechkin should hit the mark in the 2024-25 season. When Ovi is close, 
expect Gretzky to get on the road and follow Ovechkin so he can be 
there to congratulate him in person -- just as Gordie Howe did for Gretzky 
in 1989. 

How many goals will Alex Ovechkin finish the season with? 

I talked to MacLellan about it in December. He admitted what is pretty 
obvious for anyone who tunes in to a Caps game to see: Ovechkin is on 
a mission this season. He's playing smarter in the offensive zone, on 
pace to record his most assists per season in a decade. But he's still 
lightning the lamp all right. I see Ovechkin hitting 50 goals this season, 
for the seventh time in his career. 

Anyone challenging him for the goals crown? 

The Rocket Richard should come down to the wire this season! Ovechkin 
isn't even in first place right now. Or second. Or third. Chris Kreider, Leon 
Draisaitl and Auston Matthews are all ahead of him on the chart (and all 
three are on playoff teams, and don't project to be slowing down) while 
Chicago's Alex DeBrincat is just behind Ovi, breathing down his neck 
with 27. My gut says Matthews closes this thing out. 

How about a predictions reset at midseason -- which award is going to be 
the hardest to select? 

There are a ton of quality MVP candidates right now -- Huberdeau, for 
the record, has my vote at this juncture -- while the Calder is a crowded 
race including Lucas Raymond, Anton Lundell, Moritz Seider and Zegras. 
I've heard quite a few defensemen in the league complain that the Norris 
award has simply become, "Which blueliner has the most points?" Fair 
complaint. When Linda Cohn and I had Washington's John Carlson on 
our podcast last month, I asked him what his criteria would be for 
selecting the Norris Trophy. Carlson's answer: Go with your gut. You 
need to win one game, which defenseman do you think will give you the 
best chance to do that? My gut pick: either Makar or Victor Hedman. How 
can you pick between those two?! 

How about a Cup Final prediction? 

Hedman's Lightning and Makar's Avalanche played in Denver last week, 
and I couldn't help but think: Give me a seven-game series between 
these teams, ASAP. The Avs should be the favorite in the West, but 
they'll have to stave off the Golden Knights, who are the closest thing we 
have to an NHL superteam. (The last time a team just collected captains 
like this? Maybe the 2002 Detroit Red Wings.) In the East, you can make 
a great case for either Carolina or Florida -- and Carolina coach 
Brind'Amour made a strong case for Florida, gushing about the Panthers 
throughout All-Star Weekend -- but there's something about this 
Lightning team that's just special. Their chemistry and trust and talent 
have them within sniffing distance of a three-peat. 

And winner? 

It's the Avs' year. As long as they make it out of the second round. 
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Sportsnet.ca / On milestone-filled night, Flames show support for healthy 
scratch Monahan 

 

Eric Francis March 26, 2022, 1:13 AM 

 

Milestone Night at the Scotiabank Saddledome put the Calgary Flames 
and several of its players in elite company Friday. 

It also included a touching show of support for long-time Flames fixture 
Sean Monahan, who sat for the very first time as a healthy scratch. 

Shortly after Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk both hit the 30-
goal mark in a second-period flurry that led to a 4-2 win over Arizona, 
Gaudreau gave a nod to his former linemate and pal during an 
intermission interview with Sportsnet’s Ryan Leslie. 

“We’ve got a lot of guys who can score,” said Gaudreau, before adding, 
“both in and out of the lineup.” 

Classy, and worth mentioning due to the tremendous respect everyone in 
the Flames organization has for the sniper-turned-fourth-liner whose 
struggles of late have been well-documented. 

Gaudreau became the sixth player from the 2011 draft to hit the 200-goal 
mark, finishing a 2-on-0 with one of his trademark, top-shelf jobbies to 
put the Flames up 3-0 in a second period that saw him reunited with 
Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm. 

The reunion paid instant dividends as the league’s most potent trio 
combined for all three goals, marking the first time since 1993-94 four 
Flames eclipsed the 30-goal mark, including Joe Nieuwendyk, Theo 
Fleury, Gary Roberts and Kent Nilsson. 

No other NHL team has more than two 30-goal men so far this season, 
reminding people just how potent and deep this Calgary club is this 
season. 

“At the beginning of the year the comments were, ‘who is going to 
score?’ but a little change in mentality in having zone time and shot 
volume you’ve heard so many times allowed them to have success early, 
and when really skilled guys have success early things really snowball in 
their direction,” said assistant coach Ryan Huska of the Flames big four, 
which includes third-liner Andrew Mangiapane. 

“When we’ve needed a big goal that line scored it. When it’s a big game 
they’ve found a way to put together a big game. They do an excellent job 
together, reading off one another. The chemistry those guys have is fun 
to watch.” 

Sure was Friday, after a scoreless first period in which neither team 
generated many chances, prompting Darryl Sutter to end his week-long 
experiment with Tkachuk on the second line. 

They instantly returned to the Globetrotting-type passing that saw 
Tkachuk convert a beautiful give and go with Gaudreau 33 seconds into 
the period before Lindholm completed a stellar passing play between the 
three on the power play three minutes later. 

Then Gaudreau scored his 200th. 

“I was just excited I scored, it made it a three-goal lead there,” shrugged 
the 28-year-old when asked about the career mark. 

“Lot of excitement, but just another goal for me.” 

Not just another season though, as Gaudreau’s three-point night moved 
him within three points of third place in the NHL scoring race, followed by 
Tkachuk, whose two points have him in eighth. 

Yes, eighth. 

Up until the final seconds of the second period it appeared Jacob 
Markstrom might challenge another milestone, as the veteran netminder 
is stuck one short of Miikka Kiprusoff’s season shutout franchise record 
of 10.  

Michael Carcone’s late goal ruined that thought, but Markstrom was 
steady, making 16 saves to rebound from one of his only questionable 
outings of the year three nights earlier when he let in two weak goals in a 
4-3 loss to San Jose. 

Rasmus Andersson channelled his inner Cale Makar early in the third 
period with a solo effort that saw him corral the puck at centre, split two 
defenders at the blue line and finish a move around Karel Vejmelka that 
put the hosts up 4-1. 

Believe it or not, the evening marked the third time in franchise history 
two lads have scored their 30th in the same game. 

It happened Feb. 22, 1981 when Kent Nilsson and Willi Plett pulled the 
trick, followed by Lanny McDonald and Kevin Lavallee on Mar. 20, 1982. 

After years as Gaudreau’s top line centre, Monahan’s lengthy list of 
injuries appear to have caught up to him as he struggles to fill the fourth-
line role he’s been given, prompting Sutter to say he needed to give the 
veteran some rest.  

“He’s been through a lot these last three or four years,” said Gaudreau of 
his pal, who attended his wedding last summer. 

“Every summer I feel like he’s been through a major surgery. He’s been 
given a different role this year, so it’s tough. But when he gets in the 
lineup or he’s at practice he’s always positive, always smiling. Great 
teammate, Great leader. He’s a guy I want on my team every day of the 
week.” 

Next up are the Oilers, who watched from their hotel rooms in Calgary 
ahead of Saturday’s fourth and final Battle of Alberta this season. 

That is, unless they meet again this spring. 

The Flames have made plenty of headlines the last nine weeks as the 
NHL’s hottest team, but a quick peek at the standings show the Oilers 
quietly accumulating the second-most points in that span. 

And now they have all their regulars back in the lineup, along with a few 
trade deadline additions. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Would the Maple Leafs have a better chance against 
Boston or Tampa? 

 

Justin Bourne March 25, 2022, 2:12 PM 

 

There is a whole flock of people who read that headline and can’t even 
believe how funny they think they are, rushing to the comments to peck 
out witticisms like “It doesn’t matter it’s the Leafs.” But this article isn’t for 
those people. 

At this point the Leafs will almost certainly be Round 1 underdogs -- it’s 
true. -- whether it’s versus Tampa Bay or Boston. And given Toronto's 
history, it would seem the outcome of that series would be a foregone 
conclusion. But sports are only a sure thing until they aren’t -- until the 
Chicago Cubs win the World Series (or both the White and Red Sox 
before them), or the Philadelphia Eagles snap a 57-year drought, or the 
New York Rangers win in 1994, or whatever the long-but-then-broken 
sporting drought of your choice happens to be. The uncle-at-the-family-
cookout comedians may not like it, but there’s always a chance. 
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The Leafs are currently second in the Atlantic Division, though it’s 
basically a three-way tie with Tampa and Boston right now. All three 
teams are within a point of each other, with the Leafs' winning 
percentage at .675, Tampa’s at .667, and the Bruins at .664. 

The division, she’s tight. 

Because of that, the Leafs are mostly likely to end up in the two or three 
slot, with a hotly contested divisional matchup. They could always fall into 
a wild card spot and get Florida or Carolina, but the odds of that still 
aren’t most likely. 

In fact, we know the odds, thanks to Micah Blake McCurdy and 
HockeyViz, who factor in remaining schedules among a host of other 
inputs. Here are the Leafs' most likely Round 1 opponents by 
percentage: 

So there you have it: Toronto's most likely Round 1 opponents are 
Boston at 31 per cent, and Tampa Bay at 29 per cent. 

And guess what? According to a poll I threw on Twitter last night, that is – 
someone bafflingly, I thought – the way Leafs fans want it. 

A whopping 76.4 per cent of Leafs fans believe either A) They’ve got a 
better chance at beating Boston than the two-time defending Cup 
Champion Lightning, or B) They’ve gotta slay the dragon before they can 
rescue the metaphorical princess named Stanley. (I believe that the 
Washington Capitals taking down the Penguins en route to winning their 
Cup has a lot of people believing that narrative.) 

So, which opponent should the Leafs prefer, the Bruins or the Lightning? 

What we’ve got today is a tale of two teams: the Lightning are in the 
middle of a sizable skid, having lost six of their last eight games, putting 
together just five wins through 12 tries in March. 

Boston is the NHL’s hottest team, going 8-1-1 in their last 10, and to take 
it back farther, 12-2-1 in their last 15. 

A lot of statistics aren’t great in small samples, but over the course of big 
chunks of a season they can tell us a lot about how teams truly play. 
Here we’ve got two useful categories for telling us who drives the bulk of 
shot attempts and likely goals: shot attempt percentage (good ol’ Corsi 
For %, or CF%) and expected goals for percentage (xGF%). We use 
even strength play, given that’s where the bulk of the game is played, but 
will get to special teams shortly. 

While the Leafs are slightly better than both through the whole season to 
date, the Bruins have an edge on the Lightning, who show up surprisingly 
far down the Corsi list, behind the **double checks** New Jersey Devils. 

When you start to factor in things like shot distance, and rebounds, and 
the other factors to make “expected goals,” the Bruins rocket up the 
league chart to the top. Tampa Bay just hangs inside the top 10. 

Colorado being as low as Tampa doesn’t make me go “maybe the metric 
is useless” so much as it does make me wonder about Colorado a bit, 
too. You’ll notice this is a pretty accurate accounting of the good teams in 
the league. The bottom includes, well, the teams you’d expect to find 
there. 

So the Bruins control the run of play, and the individual metrics on their 
top guys still show them as top guys (Patrice Bergeron is still disgustingly 
good). I don’t know if goalie Jeremy Swayman is someone who would 
make you feel comfortable as a fan hoping for a deep run, but go ahead 
and look at this guy’s statistical history. He’s been unbelievable 
everywhere he’s played, so maybe we shouldn’t be stunned by the 
numbers he’s putting together for the Bruins. Look at these save 
percentages. 

Only 41 NHL games, but yeesh they’ve been good, wouldn’t you say? 

Plus the addition of Hampus Lindholm, who his teammates referred to as 
“nasty” in his first game, which was a victory over *checks notes* Tampa 
Bay, and boy, I’d find it hard to agree with the 76.4 per cent of you who 

would rather play Boston, as tempting as the “dragon slaying” fairy tale 
narrative is. The Bruins look terrifying. 

Here’s the problem: I do agree that what the Bolts have done over the 
past few seasons makes them more formidable, more scary, more 
intimidating than their numbers may show. They’re built from the back-
end out, which is another well-established narrative for what makes a 
great hockey team. Andrei Vasilevskiy is universally acknowledged as 
either the best, or one of the few best, goalies in the NHL. In a league 
where it seems there are fewer “yes I trust THAT guy” starters, nobody 
ever waivers on the future Hall-of-Famer’s greatness. And their D-corps 
is simply a rock solid group that's won before, they’ve proven their own 
collective greatness, and they can do a little bit of everything – score, hit, 
and shut you down. 

But there’s no doubt that the numbers don’t highlight the Bolts as the 
same team that terrorized opponents in past years. For one, they used to 
be an absolute scoring juggernaut. 

Over the past three seasons (prior to this one) the Bolts have: won the 
Presidents' Trophy as the best regular season team of all time with 126 
points (then lost in the first round), then won the Cup, then won the Cup. 
Here they are in goals per game over those years: 

Goals For: 1st, 1st, 8th 

So they were the best scoring team in 2018-19. They win the Cup as the 
best offensive team in that second season. In the third year, they 
dropped all the way down to eighth, but still won the Cup. Why? Well, 
they got more physical and focused more on defence. 

Goals Against in those three years: 8th, 8th, 6th. 

That shows just a small improvement, but they got even better at the 
deadline last season, and were the best defensive team in the NHL’s 
post-season, allowing under two goals against per game. 

This season the Lightning are 8th in goals for, and 8th in goals against, 
which is just middle-of-the-pack when it comes to 16 playoff teams. 

Last season in Round 1, a forgotten tidbit is that Florida actually handed 
it to the Lightning at 5-on-5, but the Bolts had a secret weapon in their 
back pocket: a rejuvenated Nikita Kucherov, who helped stake them to a 
ridiculously hot power play at the right time. Over the course of the 
regular season Tampa had the NHL’s 9th-best power play, which got red 
hot at the right time, going from 22.2% to 32.4% in the post-season, 3rd-
best among playoff teams. 

This season their power play drags along at 19.9%, which is 19th-best in 
the NHL. Woof. 

Last season the Lightning had the fourth-best penalty kill in the regular 
season in the league, at 84%. They improved that by a whopping .1% in 
the post-season. This year they’ve dropped to 12th, at 80.5%. 

For context when comparing them to the Bruins: Boston is 10th in PP% 
this year, same as the year before, and their PK has dropped from 2nd-
best in the NHL to 8th. 

But back to Tampa, by basically every metric, this year’s Lightning team 
is not as good as last year’s, or that of the year prior. 

Now, there’s a number of cases to be made in favour of the Bolts, and all 
of them are our good old eye test and experience around the game. 
They’ve done it before, and they’ll know how to turn it on when the time is 
right. Peaking in March is pretty pointless. All their metrics got better in 
the playoffs last season, so we know they can dial it up. 

The other is that they added Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel, who 
obviously have nothing to do with the numbers above, and both players 
work and compete and score goals (both have already scored for Tampa 
since the deadline). They make them better too, and we’ve seen deadline 
additions help the Lightning in the past. 

A hopeful Leafs fan could wonder if the two long post-season runs have 
caught up to Tampa – combined with a fairly congested schedule this 
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season – and wonder if they’re just going to be too run-down to put up 
another post-season run. 

The grand conclusion here, for the Leafs, is holy they better have their A-
game ready come Round 1, no matter if they play Tampa or Boston. 
They’re going to need their goaltending back on point, Mark Giordano 
and Jake Muzzin are going to have to give the best versions of 
themselves, and the weight of the world on the Big Four is going to have 
to end in them finally breaking through, or they may not be getting a 
different outcome in 2021-22. If you asked the Leafs, they’d give you 
what sounds like a runaround, but would be true: They have to worry 
about themselves, focus on doing what they do well, and control what 
they can control. 

But full of truth serum, I’d love to know who they’d prefer to play. 

If I were picking for the Leafs, the numbers would say to choose Tampa 
Bay, but I just couldn’t bring myself to do it. Couldn’t. Earlier in this piece 
I implied it would seem crazy to pick the Bruins, but somehow picking 
Tampa Bay seems crazier, so I’d have to schedule round three against 
Boston. 

The real winner here are the fans, who should be in for a treat either way. 
And by “the fans,” I mean fans of other teams, because I’m not sure 
anything I’ve written above would sound like too much “fun” for Leafs 
fans come early May. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers, Flames focused on finishing season on high note 
amid playoff push 

 

Mark Spector March 25, 2022, 4:39 PM 

 

CALGARY  —As the National Hockey League playoffs appear on the 
horizon, and the two Alberta teams lock horns for one last time on a 
Cowtown Saturday night, we’d ask you this:  

What’s more important? Where you finish, or how you’re playing when 
the finish line arrives?  

The Calgary Flames, who have surfed atop the Pacific Division all 
season long, would take solace in the fact they’ve earned first place. 
They are the best team in Alberta through 82 games — have no doubt 
about that — but their reward could well be a wildcard opponent that is 
as good as or perhaps more dangerous than the Los Angeles Kings team 
that looks more and more like Edmonton’s Round 1 draw.  

Of course, the Oilers, who could finish second in the Pacific if their play 
continues on its current trajectory, would say the former. All they need to 
be is the best team for two weeks, in Round 1 against L.A., and in Rd. 2 
vs. the Flames, should the Hockey Gods be so kind as to grant us our 
first Battle of Alberta playoff series since 1991.  

Battle of Alberta on SN NOW 

On Satuday, watch the final regular-season edition of the Battle of 
Alberta between the Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames on Sportsnet 
at 10:00 p.m. ET/ 7:00 p.m. PT. Here's how you can watch the game. 

Stream on SN NOW 

“There are certain matchups you might like better,” began Edmonton 
defenceman Tyson Barrie. “But you’ve seen it over the years: Once 
you’re in, it’s anybody’s game.  

“If you’re playing at your top-level going into the playoffs? That definitely 
suits you better.”  

Since Jan. 22, the Flames have the most points in the NHL (40). Guess 
who is second?  

Edmonton, with 37. That’s two months — not a good week or even a 
good month.  

Edmonton has acclimatized a new coaching staff, a couple of deadline 
pick-ups in Brett Kulak and Derick Brassard, and for the first time in 
forever Thursday night, it had an entirely healthy roster from which to 
choose 20 players. When Edmonton lost a 3-1 decision at Calgary two 
weeks ago, they were without six of the players who will populate their 
lineup on Saturday.  

Down in Calgary, the Flames appear a tad bored, losing two of their past 
three games to Buffalo and San Jose — a pair of teams the more 
desperate Oilers beat by a combined score of 11-3. Attention span 
shouldn’t be an issue for the Flames on Saturday, however, when the 
opponent arrives wearing blue and orange.  

“I am new to the Battle of Alberta,” said Zach Hyman, “but it seems not to 
matter what the standings are — (whether) one team is good or one 
team is bad. This year there are two very good teams and it is going to 
be a great matchup. They are first in our division and it is a rivalry that 
you don’t have to have played many games in to know how important it is 
to the fans here and the city.  

“I am looking forward to it, definitely.”  

This is the last meeting of the regular season between these two, a 
Hockey Night in Canada beauty as the NHL season hits the quarter pole 
with everybody’s lineups set post-trade deadline.  

In Edmonton, they have found enough wingers to sequester Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on their own lines, 
with a fourth-line that houses a couple of penalty killers and Zack 
Kassian, always a fan favourite at the Saddledome.  

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

In Calgary, head coach Darryl Sutter has shifted his top-six a tad, moving 
Matt Tkachuk to the second line. Suddenly, Sean Monahan is a question 
mark to even make the lineup on a given night, so lost is his personal 
game in a season where the Flames have so efficiently found their 
overall team chemistry.  

The Flames have, however, a trump card in Jacob Markstrom.  

Edmonton can start whomever they wish in goal, but when it comes time 
to check the box marked “goaltending,” neither Mikko Koskinen or Mike 
Smith will get the “X.”  

It’s an important “X,” no doubt. But is it the only factor?  

Not when you have the firepower that Edmonton possesses, and if it's 
playing the right way — as it has been in stacking up a 6-1-1 run of late.  

“I think it’s all about peaking at the right time,” said Smith, who is doing 
just that. He has posted three quality starts since returning from illness, 
and like his team, he is playing his best hockey as the stretch run arrives.   

“We’ve done a lot of things here in the last few weeks that have given 
this team a lot of confidence. We feel like we can play with anybody in 
this league,” Smith said. “I can remember my first year in Arizona, we 
were kind of out of a playoff spot and then we ended up winning the 
division and going on a run where we were playing some of the best 
hockey that we played all season long. We weren’t supposed to do 
anything (and they went to the Western Conference Final).  

“So I think it’s more about how you’re playing going in, than where you 
(finish).”  

The only thing finishing on Saturday is the season series between 
Edmonton and Calgary, so far a 2-1 edge for Edmonton.  
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Then they’ll say so long. Hopefully not goodbye. 
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TSN.CA / Marner's scoring adds new element to Leafs top line 

 

Mark Masters 

17-21 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs practiced at Ford Performance Centre on Friday.  

Since returning from COVID protocol on Jan. 15, Mitch Marner has 
scored 21 goals in 28 games. The only player who has scored more in 
that stretch? Linemate Auston Matthews with 22 tallies in 26 games.  

"His shot has come a long way," Matthews observed. "It's something he's 
been working on quite a bit." 

Matthews, who leads the NHL with 46 goals, set up Marner for a nice 
one-timer strike on Wednesday against the New Jersey Devils.   

It was Marner's 27th goal of the season, which established a new career 
high in just his 54th game of the campaign.  

"Just getting it off quickly," said Marner of his shot. "Finding myself in 
areas where I think it's coming off my stick quicker than usual ... Just 
trusting it more." 

"You look at a lot of his goals, it's been a lot of one touches," coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. "Whether it's a one timer like the other night or one 
touches in tight around the net and being in alone on the goalie, those 
kind of things." 

Marner's high hockey IQ allows him to slice and dice opponents with his 
playmaking. Now, more and more, he's now using that sixth sense to get 
into prime scoring locations himself.  

"He's just getting it off in good spots," said forward Jason Spezza. "It 
doesn't have to be a harder shot. I think he's been more deceptive with it. 
I think it's just the attack mentality." 

"I'd say the biggest thing is just his willingness to shoot it," agreed Keefe.  

Marner's emergence as a marksman has given opposing teams more to 
think about as they game plan for Toronto's top line. 

"Goalies, as they're scanning the ice and trying to find the threats, a lot of 
times they may overlook Mitch and look to find Auston," said Keefe. "So, 
the more willing he is to shoot the puck, they have to check off on that 
option. They have to respect it and that creates more opportunities for 
Bunts and Auston." 

Bunts is left winger Michael Bunting, who has 13 goals, all at even 
strength, since Jan. 15.  

"The goal is that all three of us, with the puck in our hands, can score 
around the net," Marner said, "and that will make teams kind of decide 
who to take and sometimes one guy will be left open." 

"It definitely makes it a little bit harder to defend," Matthews said. "I 
mean, all three of us can score and make plays out there." 

Marner scored 44 goals during his draft year with the London Knights 
and believes he can score at the same rate in the NHL.  

"I got confidence in my ability to do that," he said on Friday. "Just got to 
make sure I keep putting in the work, just keep getting better and keep 
putting myself in areas where I can be successful." 

Marner's current pace (0.5 goals per game) would put him on track for 41 
goals over 82 games.  

Marner emerging as a marksman on Leafs top line 

With his 27th goal of the season against the New Jersey Devils, Mitch 
Marner set a career-high in only 54 games. Auston Matthews praised the 
work Marner has put into his shot, while Sheldon Keefe spoke about the 
additional offence provided just by the fact that Marner is more of a shot 
threat. 

Keefe pointed out that Marner is getting some luck on the power play this 
season. Five of his goals have come on the man advantage. He didn't 
score at all on the power play last season.  

The Leafs have connected on 28.3 per cent of their power-play chances 
to lead the league. However, Toronto is in a bit of a rut of late having 
missed out on seven chances over the last three games.  

The units went through some solo reps with assistant coach Spencer 
Carbery before practice and then faced off against the penalty kill in 
practice.  

What's the key to getting back on track?   

"Increased urgency," Keefe said. "Recognizing that now that you've 
moved yourself to the top of league, teams are taking it even more 
serious ... when that [top] unit especially was connected and moving the 
puck quickly and attacking the net and organized on break outs and good 
on faceoffs, we're a lot to handle and teams are prepared for that." 

The Leafs mustered just two shots on three power plays against the 
Devils on Wednesday. 

"It's just little things," said Matthews. "Being a little more aware out there, 
focused, and when we get those opportunities making sure that we really 
bear down and capitalize on them."  

"We haven't had a lot of actual power plays," Keefe noted, "so it's been 
tough to get a rhythm that way." 

After no calls in the first period, the Leafs got two power plays within the 
first nine minutes of the second period against the Devils.    

"There's been times we haven't had any and then you sort of get them 
back to back," Keefe said. "We got to recognize the urgency of each 
power play no matter when it comes and get back to being connected on 
it. It's a good opportunity to get a reset today on that front." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Sense of urgency as power play resets 

The Maple Leafs' top-ranked power play has sputtered over the last three 
games, with no goals to show for their last seven opportunities, and head 
coach Sheldon Keefe stressed the need for urgency from the players 
with the man advantage. Mark Masters has more on the Leafs' power 
play and the tweaks they're making with an eye for improvement. 

The team is making a personnel change on the second unit with 
defenceman Timothy Liljegren taking over for forward Ilya Mikheyev on 
the flank. Keefe revealed that the team had been planning to eventually 
go to two defencemen on that unit since before the start of the season.  

"We're obviously first-unit heavy," Keefe said. "They take the bulk of the 
minutes. The second unit's not getting a lot. You get out there for 30, 40 
seconds, plus you have to factor in a little bit of chaos in the last 10, 15 
seconds to get your second defenceman back on and make sure you're 
in a good posture defensively when the player comes out of the box. The 
second power-play unit, when they get out there, is really in a rush and it 
puts a lot of heat on them, a lot of pressure on them. We're thinking 
putting two defencemen out there allows them to just settle down and 
utilize the time they have and settle into five-on-five play again from 
there." 

With Rasmus Sandin injured, Mark Giordano has taken over as the 
quarterback on the second unit. Liljegren is partnering with Giordano at 
even strength, which made him a natural pick to join that unit.  
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"It's more just spreading out the minutes and right now he's playing with 
Gio so it's an easy decision," Keefe said. "We didn't overthink that one." 

Liljegren hasn't played consistently on the power play in the NHL, but he 
quarterbacked a unit for Keefe when both were with the Toronto Marlies 
in the American Hockey League.  

Spezza, who operates on the other flank with that unit, believes the 
rookie's handedness could be a factor.  

"It gives us a right shot," Spezza noted. "For the seam, it gives me a one-
time option that we haven't had much here ... Teams are coming out on 
the flank on me so it should open up that other flank. With a one timer 
over there we can have more of a shot mentality and break them down 
that way." 

Rookie Erik Kallgren will start on Saturday against the Montreal 
Canadiens, who are last in the NHL in goals per game (2.52). 

"It's a great opportunity for him," said Keefe. "He's earned it. At a time 
when we really needed to stop the bleeding in goal he came in and did 
that for us. The players have played well in front of him. They got 
confidence in him so it's a pretty natural decision to give him one of these 
two games." 

Petr Mrazek, who stopped 20 of 22 shots to pick up a win on 
Wednesday, will start on Sunday against the Florida Panthers, who lead 
the NHL in goals per game (4.06).    

"Mrazek was really good the other night," said Keefe. "We knew he would 
get two of the three games [this week] and this gives him a longer break 
... in particular with Petr and some of the injuries he's fought through the 
year, we don't want to overwork that." 

What did Mrazek like the most about his performance against New 
Jersey?  

"I felt like I was calm," he said. "I didn't do extra steps, extra moves. I 
didn't chase the game."   

'I didn't chase the game': Mrazek takes 'great step' in Wednesday's win 

After passing through waivers, Petr Mrazek needed a bounce-back 
performance on Wednesday and the 30-year-old Czech native delivered. 
"I felt like I was just to be calm there," Mrazek said following a 20-save 
win over New Jersey. "I didn’t do extra steps, extra moves. I didn’t chase 
the game." Head coach Sheldon Keefe described it as a "great step" for 
the team's embattled back-up goalie. 

Jack Campbell stayed out for the pre-practice skills session on Friday. It 
was his first skate with teammates since being sidelined with a rib injury.  

"From a health perspective, he really could've taken on more today," 
Keefe said, "but because we got Kallgren and Mrazek to play these next 
two days with no practice time in there we felt it was important those 
guys had the nets." 

Campbell last played on March 8.   

"He got lots of work in, in that skills session," Keefe said. "I thought he 
looked outstanding both in terms of how he worked and how he 
competed. There wasn't a whole lot going by him. That's a really good 
sign and he'll continue to work and progress." 

A timeline for Campbell's return to game action is coming into focus.  

"We'll continue to ramp it up," Keefe said. "He's not going to come with 
us to Montreal, but my understanding is he is going to come with us to 
Boston and it allows him to get a better skate [on Tuesday morning] with 
us and we'll take it from there. We got a practice day after that [on 
Wednesday] and we'll sort of see how things go from there based on how 
he's feeling." 

The Leafs will host the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday.   

"It's been steady improvement all the way through," Keefe said. "He's 
working his way back here and he's not far off." 

With Jack Campbell progressing well according to Maple Leafs' head 
coach Sheldon Keefe, he could join the team as soon as their trip to 
Boston. In the meantime however, Keefe says he will go back to Erik 
Kallgren on Saturday at the Bell Centre, saying the big Swede has 
earned another shot. 

Sunday's game will be the first showdown this season between the Leafs 
and the division-leading Panthers, but Toronto is not overlooking 
Saturday's date with the last-place Canadiens. The last time the Leafs 
played at the Bell Centre, the Habs handed them a humbling 5-2 defeat 
on Feb. 21. 

"Those are always games you keep in the back of your head," Matthews 
said. "We didn't come out with much of a purpose that game and they 
had a lot of fun. We get another crack at them here."  

"We know they always bring their best against us," Marner said, 
"especially Saturday night in their home."  

Spezza watched Montreal's game against Florida on Thursday and was 
impressed by how hard the Canadiens are playing for new coach Martin 
St. Louis. 

"They are a team that's playing with a lot of confidence," Spezza said. 
"Marty's got them playing free hockey. They check hard now. Those are 
dangerous teams to play against and we talked about it today already." 

Giordano has made quite the first impression on his new teammates.  

"Just the ultimate pro, honestly," said Matthews. "He's a guy that knows 
what works for him and doesn't get out of his lane. Just the way he plays, 
he's going to be a really good asset for us." 

"Just really steady," said Marner. "Just a calming presence back there. 
He makes it hard on guys getting the blue line ... Makes a lot of great 
plays, especially in the O-zone, looking for a lot of tips, a lot of plays 
around the net, just to try to get the puck there." 

Asked about Giordano's comfort level in his debut on Wednesday, Keefe 
instead spoke about his own.  

"My comfort level was high when he was out there," the coach 
complimented. "The puck got on his stick and things seemed to settle 
down ... Despite coming into new teammates, a new city and a new 
system, he is just confident, moving pucks, defending and getting in 
people's way." 

Giordano raved about his new 22-year-old partner in Liljegren.  

"I was really impressed playing with him," the 38-year-old said. "For a 
young guy, he's got super poise with the puck. He makes really, really 
good decisions out there. You don't really get a sense for how complete 
his game is on TV. I was really impressed with his positioning and all the 
little plays he makes." 

Add in the big ovation Giordano received during the starting-lineup 
announcement and it was a feel-good game all around.  

"It was pretty cool," he said. "I got a pretty loud cheer and, obviously, the 
win makes the night that much sweeter." 

After special ovation, Giordano raises Leafs' comfort level in feel-good 
debut 

Toronto native Mark Giordano received a huge ovation from Leafs fans 
when his name was announced as part of the team's starting lineup on 
Wednesday. The 38-year-old defenceman proceeded to deliver as 
advertised in his debut with his new team earning praise from coach 
Sheldon Keefe and star winger Mitch Marner. Giordano, meanwhile, 
gushed about the skill on the Leafs and the aggressive way the team 
plays. 

The Leafs wore a special sweater for Wednesday's Next-Gen Game, 
which was designed in collaboration with pop star Justin Bieber.  
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Matthews, Marner and Pierre Engvall reversed the sweaters for the three 
star skate out.  

Bieber met up with the players and team staff in the dressing room 
following the win.  

"It was cool for a lot of guys to see that and meet him and kind of just fan 
boy over him," said Marner. "It's cool to see he has that love for us as 
well and he respects us and the work we put in ... [We] have a lot of 
respect for each other and the work that goes into each others craft. It's 
different, but it's a lot of hard work, a lot of restless nights." 

"It's cool there's a connection there," Spezza said. "It's cool that he 
actually follows the team and he's into it and him and Auston talk quite a 
bit. It's fun to have somebody like that. He brings some excitement into 
the building. When he's around I think you can tell the fans like it and it 
creates excitement." 

Bieber's dressing room visit allows Leafs to have 'fan boy' moment 

The Maple Leafs beat the New Jersey Devils while donning a Justin 
Bieber-designed Drew House reversible jersey, and after the game 
Bieber met the team in the dressing room. Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, and Jason Spezza all spoke about the experience, and what it 
was like to meet someone with whom they share a mutual respect. 

Ondrej Kase missed practice on Friday.  

"I wouldn't say he's been diagnosed with anything necessarily," Keefe 
said. "They just continue to give him time and assess him. There's no 
real update. In fact, I haven't even heard much on him other than he's not 
going to be available this week."  

Kase has not skated with the team since taking an elbow to the head and 
leaving Saturday's game in Nashville.  

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Blackwell - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Muzzin 

Kallgren 

Mrazek 

Power play units at Friday's practice: 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle, net front: Tavares & Nylander rotate  

QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Liljegren, Spezza  

Middle: Blackwell/Mikheyev 

Net front: Bunting  
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TSN.CA / NHL investigating claims off-ice officials used 'racist and 
sexually charged' language 

 

Rick Westhead 

4-5 minutes 

 

The National Hockey League said in court documents that it is continuing 
to investigate allegations made in a lawsuit filed by two former off-ice 
officials who allege they were fired for reporting a colleague who used 
racist and sexually charged language for years while working for the 
league. 

In a 15-page statement of defence filed Mar. 18 in U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of Florida, NHL lawyer Emily Chase-Sosnoff wrote that 
a wrongful dismissal lawsuit filed in January by David Walkowiak and 
James Watkins, former crew officials who worked for the NHL during 
Lightning games in Tampa Bay, has no merit. 

“[The NHL] is continuing to investigate plaintiffs’ allegations,” Chase-
Sosnoff wrote. “All employment decisions regarding or affecting 
[Walkowiak and Watkins] were based upon legitimate, non-
discriminatory, and reasonable business reasons that were in no way 
related to [their] alleged protected activity.”  

Chase-Sosnoff asked a judge to demand the plaintiffs pay the NHL’s 
legal costs related to the case. 

Walkowiak and Watkins are seeking unspecified punitive damages and 
have asked a court to demand they be rehired by the NHL. They allege in 
their wrongful dismissal lawsuit that both were fired on Feb. 27, 2020. 
Watkins had worked for the NHL since 1998 while Walkowiak was hired 
in September 2005. 

The two former officials alleged that during their tenures with the NHL, 
colleague Pat DeLorenzo Jr. repeatedly used racist language at work in 
reference to the NHL’s African-American hockey players and the African-
American military veteran, Sonya Bryson-Kirksey, who sings the national 
anthem at Lightning games at Amalie Arena.  

Walkowiak and Watkins allege that they reported DeLorenzo's alleged 
behaviour in November and December 2019 to Ron Brace, then the 
NHL’s crew chief in Tampa. They allege Brace failed to take any action 
for several years. 

Walkowiak and Watkins claim that Watkins also reported DeLorenzo’s 
alleged behaviour to NHL vice-president of human resources Patrice 
Distler and Katherine Watson, an NHL lawyer, in December 2019. 
Watkins alleged he told the NHL executives that there was video 
evidence of DeLorenzo’s alleged racist statements. 

Distler and Watson later contacted Walkowiak after speaking with 
Watkins, the lawsuit says, adding both plaintiffs were worried they might 
be fired for reporting the incidents. 

“[Walkowiak and Watkins] knew that a recent previous female off-ice 
official from another city was terminated by [the NHL] shortly after 
reporting sexual harassment at work,” the lawsuit says. 

The plaintiffs allege that after Distler and Watson promised them that 
they would be protected under the NHL’s whistle-blower policy, the 
league was provided with six video recordings of DeLorenzo’s racially 
discriminatory behaviour. 

The NHL fired Brace and DeLorenzo on Jan. 2, 2020. Walkowiak and 
Watkins were fired on Feb. 27, 2020, for allegedly being involved in a 
group text message thread of DeLorenzo’s years earlier. 

The NHL has refused to provide Walkowiak with a copy of the message, 
the lawsuit alleged. 
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In the NHL’s statement of defence, Chase-Sosnoff confirmed that 
Watkins reported to Distler and Watson about DeLorenzo’s alleged 
comments and that DeLorenzo and Brace were fired in January 2020. 

Watkins and Walkowiak were terminated the following month, Chase-
Sosnoff wrote. 

She wrote that the NHL has received a number of text messages sent 
between and among Tampa crew members. 

"If any improper, illegal, retaliatory, or interfering acts were taken by any 
of [the NHLs] employees against plaintiffs, which [NHL] expressly denies, 
they were outside the course and scope of that person’s employment, 
contrary to [the NHL's] policies, and were not ratified, confirmed, or 
approved by [the NHL]," Chase-Sosnoff wrote. 

“[The NHL] admits only that it properly terminated DeLorenzo, Brace, and 
that it properly terminated Walkowiak, and Watkins upon learning of their 
wrongful behavior, including for their involvement in a text message 
exchange in which they made homophobic and racist statements,” she 
wrote. 
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TSN.CA / Sutter talks about importance of data, analytics in Flames’ 
process 

 

Salim Valji 
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During his post-game press conferences, Calgary Flames head coach 
Darryl Sutter often references the team’s in-house analytics department 
and the work it does tracking player performance. 

In the summer of 2021, Sutter and his coaching staff met with the 
department to talk about, among other things, player characteristics they 
valued.  

Sutter spoke with TSN about how he uses data and analytics, its value to 
players, and the important things that can’t yet be measured. 

The following transcript has been edited for length and clarity. 

TSN: You’ve referenced data a few times in press conferences. What do 
you look for and how do you sell that to players? 

Sutter: “I just think it’s an evolving process. We have new [analytics] staff 
and we spent a lot of time together this summer trying to connect it more 
with individual performance, team performance, opponent performance, 
back-to-back performance, home-road performance, a lot of those things 
and then to tie it in with management side. To be quite honest, analytics 
was started not for what’s on the ice, but more for use in negotiations, 
arbitration, things like that. When it first started, it wasn’t used for a 
coaching standpoint. The teams that do it properly tie it together.  

We built what we wanted in Los Angeles to help the locker room and 
players more. I think today’s player wants that information because it’s 
not a criticism. It shows them the performance based on something a 
computer’s kicking out about you. So, you can put in what you want, it 
can help players in so many different ways. It helps them keep a tighter 
focus, and it takes some of the emotion out of it from a coach-player 
standpoint, where it’s factual. Instead of your opinion, this is it. It helps a 
lot with these kids coming out, turning pro because they’re brought up in 
elite environments now and they’re given that sort of feedback when 
they’re young. This is just a continuation of it.” 

TSN: During a game, are you conscious of that data? During 
intermissions, are you adjusting your personnel or forecheck based on 
that data? 

Sutter: “We’re still not at the point here where we can get it during a 
game. Ours will all come days prior or after the game. It’s got nothing to 
do with personnel, a lot of it you have to remember, our building is not 
new. You need the capability of the electronics, wiring, all that. We’re not 
quite there, but it’s still very capable and works very well. We’ve got it to 
the point where we can give it to the players as an overview whenever 
we want. What we’ve tried to do is breakdowns of a road trip, homestand, 
that sort of thing, where it’s almost a report card.” 

TSN: When you’re talking to management, are there circumstances 
where you’ll say that you need a certain type of player. Do you talk with 
management like, “The numbers tell me we need a right-shot centre?" 
How does that communication work? 

Sutter: “I still go back to what the game is about now. You need that 
player. You need somebody who’s a possession player, who has a high 
IQ, prefer someone who is versatile. Analytics can tell you that. It’ll give 
you that. When you say, ‘Going to management,’ not really. It’s like a box 
and that’s what’s in the box. You’re trying to get as much of that in a box 
as you can.” 

TSN: And that’s what the summer meetings are for, defining that box? 

Sutter: “Yeah, and I think you’ve got to have a big picture. If the coach 
only has a “Now, now, now, now,” mentality, that’s not going to work. 
That means you’re going to be a playoff team one year and then the next 
year you’re not. What you’re trying to do is sustain it for a period of time 
and all that analytics and development is critical.  

It’s not just the players that are here. It’s the players that are coming, 
players that you’re drafting, players that you’re trading for. That’s how 
you build that. There are teams that probably have the perfect model for 
their needs. For example, Pittsburgh probably has the perfect guy, if 
you’re doing it by position. You just have Sidney Crosby, and he fits 
[analytics] to a tee. That could be the starting point for your analytics 
department. We’re going to build Sidney Crosby.” 

TSN: So, that box…is there anything specific you and the Flames value? 
You mentioned checking an awful lot. Is that percentage of one-on-one 
battles won? 

Sutter: “You’ll hear the very best organizations put it in place or an 
organization that’s rebuilding, they need more skill or size. Everyone will 
have that opinion. The number one thing, and it’s hard to evaluate it 
based on analytics, the number one thing everyone is looking for 
because of the way these kids are developed and from that elite status, 
is competitiveness. It’s the compete in their game. There’s a lot of really 
good players in the NHL and AHL where, if there was a way to measure 
compete, if that needle was higher for them, they’d go from just being a 
player to being a really good player or playing in a different league. 
That’s the biggest thing.  

We can go to a game, and we can evaluate Peter [Hanlon, Flames’ PR 
executive standing outside the room]’s skating, we know how much he 
weighs, his height, but unless you see him live, over and over, you don’t 
learn about his competitive spirit. At the end of the day, we are animals.” 
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How do you define a Stanley Cup contender? 

There is no single answer to the question. In fact, ask a hundred people, 
and I bet you get a hundred different answers. 

We understand the core tenets of what differentiates a team to the 
upside: strong goaltending, star talent, depth competency, and a blueline 
that can play both ways are all staples of modern contenders. If you 
check three of those boxes, you are a Cup contender. Four? You’re the 
odds-on favorite. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have the star talent, indisputably. The blueline 
is much improved from where it was a few years ago, and that was 
before the acquisition of veteran defenceman Mark Giordano just ahead 
of the trade deadline. 

The team also has depth: Toronto’s goal differential with Auston 
Matthews and the first line off ice this year is 98 goals for, 98 goals 
against. Said differently: Toronto’s depth forwards aren’t hurting the 
team, and considering how much the team has invested at the very top of 
the lineup, that’s a considerable achievement. 

That brings us to goaltending. Oh, the goaltending. It’s been dreadful in 
recent months in Toronto, the exact type of scare the Maple Leafs did not 
need entering the playoff fray. 

There was hope that Jack Campbell could commandeer the starter’s net 
long term; there was similar hope that Petr Mrazek’s game could be 
resurrected. Now you have depth options like Erik Kallgren getting 
regular starts. That’s why Toronto was rumoured to be in the mix for 
Marc-Andre Fleury’s services at the deadline. Ultimately, Toronto passed 
on further investment. 

The reasons for not bringing in a goaltender are multi-faceted. There 
were few options available, and the options that were available weren’t 
cheap – Fleury, for example, cost a conditional first-round pick. The team 
has very little cap flexibility, and there’s an argument to be made that 
Campbell’s performance could rebound back to career averages. 

But make no mistake, the goaltending situation in Toronto is a problem – 
perhaps a big one. And it’s not one that’s being inflamed by the play of 
the defenders in front. 

What makes us confident that’s the case? Video is telling enough. But 
the data corroborates this too. Compare this year’s Toronto team to the 
2017-18 version that finished with 105 points and note the striking 
differences in the defensive profiles. 

First, 2017-18 (via HockeyViz): 

Both Frederik Andersen (91.7 per cent stop rate in 66 games) and Curtis 
McElhinney (93.2 per cent stop rate in 18 games) had strong seasons in 
2017-18, but neither played in favourable conditions. The Maple Leafs 
blueline was leaky and five-man units played inordinately more in the 
defensive third than they do now. At year end, Toronto finished 26th in 
expected goals against and 18th in goals conceded. 

This was a bad defensive team that looked average because of 
responsible goaltending behind them. They were uniquely challenged at 
even strength, but both Andersen and McElhinney were erasers. In the 
playoffs, Toronto was bounced in seven games by division rival Boston, 
giving up a whopping 28 goals in the series. 

Now, 2021-22: 

This is a fundamentally different group. This Toronto team dominates the 
puck, but it is also defensively responsible in their own end – a far cry 
from what we witnessed a few years back. A lot of this has to do with the 
personnel changes over the years, but it’s not lost on me that Toronto is 
ninth in expected goals at even strength, and four thin expected goals 
against on the penalty kill. Shot volume has dropped, and so too have 
those slot and inner-circle shots that frequently get past goalies.  

But Toronto doesn’t have great defensive results. Why? Goaltending, of 
course. Toronto’s goalies – predominantly Campbell and Mrazek – 
concede goals at higher rates from most areas of the defensive third. We 
have seen ugly goals, unlucky goals, and all things in between. But when 
your team is stopping a tick above 90 per cent of shots faced, any given 
game can go wrong in a hurry. 

So, in one breath you understand why Toronto didn’t make a move on a 
goaltender. In another breath, you have to recognize it’s the most likely 
reason the Leafs would incur an early playoff exit. 

Compare Toronto’s goals saved above expected (team level) against the 
rest of the playoff field, and you understand what sort of uphill battle the 
Maple Leafs are dealing with: 

The Leafs are betting on favourable regression for their goalies, starting 
with Campbell once he returns from injury. They may be rewarded from 
that bet. 

But if they’re wrong, Toronto is likely entering every playoff matchup at a 
goaltending disadvantage. Perhaps improved defensive play and a 
blistering, relentless attack can smooth out those concerns. But if they 
don’t, the Maple Leafs front office will be answering tough questions all 
summer. 
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