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Hurricanes pummel Blues, 7-2, as Andrei Svechnikov scores twice on his birthday 

By Chip Alexander 

It was a stretch of games on the schedule, three in four days, 
that probably caused Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour to 
shudder a bit — at St. Louis, at Washington, at Tampa Bay. 

That’s the stretch the Hurricanes faced after a four-game 
homestand, beginning with Saturday’s game against the 
Blues. That can take a toll on a team at this point in the 
season, with the travel and competition against three playoff-
bound teams. 

“It’s tough,” Brind’Amour said Saturday morning. “It’s a grind 
and the ‘Groundhog Day’ kind of effect. One thing about our 
group throughout the year is we haven’t had a real lull with 
energy or effort.” 

The Canes weren’t lacking energy or effort against the Blues, 
rolling to a 7-2 victory as goalie Antti Raanta turned in a solid 
30-save performance filled with several super stops and 13 
players finished on the scoresheet. 

Groundhog Day? Brind’Amour would like to have a two more 
like it on this trip. 

Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of goals for the Canes (43-15-
7), the first on a second-period power play. Good timing, too. 
It was his 22nd birthday. 

A shorthanded score by Martin Necas gave the Canes the 
first goal of the game, and the Canes pushed the lead to 4-1 
after two periods. Seth Jarvis and Brett Pesce scored at 
even strength before Svechnikov’s power-play goal in the 
second. 

“It wasn’t one of our better games. Everything we shot went 
in,” Brind’Amour said. “If you get enough chances eventually 
they’ll go in. ... But Raants was good. It’s a good win.” 

Pavel Buchnevich had pair of goals for the Blues (35-20-9), 
who have been slumping of late. His second, on a third-
period power play, pulled St. Louis within 4-2 and awakened 
an Enterprise Center crowd that had been mostly 
slumbering. 

The Blues pulled goalie Ville Husso with 5:30 left in 
regulation and the Canes took advantage -- Svechnikov and 
then Nino Niederreiter scored empty-netters. Defenseman 
Ian Cole added the seventh goal and also had an assist. 

“It’s always stressful when a team takes a goalie out so 
early,” said Raanta, who faced 15 shots in the third. 
“Sometimes it might bite you but we did a great job there.” 

For the Canes it was a game of tight gaps defensively, a lot 
sticks on a lot of pucks, staying on the move, staying on the 
forecheck, staying aggressive -- at least in the first two 
periods. In the third, it was about protecting the lead. 

The Canes also won the only fight of the game. After forward 
Derek Stepan was shaken up by a hit from the Blues’ Alexei 
Toropchenko along the boards, linemate Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
quickly tossed aside the gloves and threw some haymakers. 

Kotkaniemi’s blows, in front of the Carolina bench, got a 
whoop of support from Pesce on the bench. Kotkaniemi 
ended up with 17 penalty minutes, just as Pesce did 
Thursday against the Dallas Stars. 

“It looks like he’s going to be the fighter more than the skill 
guy,” Raanta joked. “But it’s great to see. That’s the team 
game.” 

Necas’ third career shorthanded goal came with Svechnikov 
in the penalty box and was the winger at his best, using his 
speed and puck handling. Necas picked up a loose puck 
deep in the Canes zone, sped down the left wing and cross-
crossed with Jesper Fast in the Blues zone. He wheeled 
around Buchnevich and got off the shot from the right circle. 

“A shorthanded goal is always a huge lift and huge 
demoralizer,” Brind’Amour said. “That kind of set the tone for 
us.” 

It was the second goal in three games for Necas, who has 
been inconsistent, if not disappointing offensively much of his 
third full NHL season. 

Jarvis’ goal came so quickly that defenseman Colton 
Parayko and Husso were left stunned. The rookie forward, 
taking a stretch pass from Teravainen, went in alone, going 
backhand to forehand to score. 

Pesce took advantage of the Canes winning a board battle, 
going unchecked in the slot for his sixth of the season. 
Svechnikov’s power-play blast, on a one-timer from the right 
circle, came after some sharp passing between Tony 
DeAngelo, Teravainen and Sebastian Aho -- Teravainen and 
Aho each had two assists, as did Jesper Fast. 

Svechnikov’s power play goal came 1:26 after the Blues 
pulled within 3-1 on a four-on-four score from Buchnevich off 
the rush.
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Hurricanes find scoring touch, bury Blues 7-2 

Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis both had two goals in the 
win 

By Cory Lavalette 

It wasn’t just Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour. Anyone on 
the Carolina payroll if asked why the team was struggling to 
score would say the same thing. 

“It’s coming.” 

And that it did Saturday in St. Louis. 

The Hurricanes found their scoring touch, getting goals 
shorthanded, on the power play, at even strength and into an 
empty net for a 7-2 win over the Blues. 

“I feel like every game we had a lot of shots but we couldn’t 
really score,” Hurricanes forward Martin Necas said. “One 
little bounce and it turns around.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, playing on his 22nd birthday, was one of 
seven different Hurricanes with two points, scoring twice to 
end his nine-game goal drought and help Carolina snap out 
of a funk in which they only scored 29 goals in the last 13 
games and hadn’t scored more than three in a game since 
Feb. 25. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s a relief, but I tried to work hard every 
game there and play my best,” Svechnikov said. “But I know 
goals will come for me.” 

The barrage of goals for the Hurricanes had an unlikely start 
when Carolina took a penalty just 74 seconds into the game. 

With Svechnikov in the box for holding, Martin Necas put on 
a one-man show, carrying the puck from the defensive zone 
into the Blues end, cutting wide and throwing a shot on net 
that hit St. Louis defenseman Justin Faulk and went in for a 
1-0 lead just 2:37 into the game. 

“You’re not out there on the PK to score goals but always kill 
the penalty,” Necas said. “But when you have the 
opportunity, you want to score as well.” 

Necas also assisted on Svechnikov’s second goal, an empty-
netter with 4:55 left in the game that extended Carolina’s 
lead to 5-2 and gave the fourth-year winger his career-best 
25th goal of the season. 

Nino Niederreiter then got the team’s second goal into a 
vacant net for his 20th goal of the season — the sixth time in 
his career he’s reached that mark. 

The Hurricanes even added another after that with Ville 
Husso (21 saves) back in the net when Ian Cole’s slap shot 
was redirected in by Seth Jarvis for his second goal of the 

game with just over two minutes left. It was Cole’s second 
assist of the night for his first two-point game with Carolina. 

Jarvis, who scored 67 seconds into the second period when 
he snuck a shot past Husso, now has a pair of two-goal 
games in the last five and his third two-point game in that 
stretch. 

In the other net, Antti Raanta had his eighth straight start 
with at least a .900 save percentage, stopping 30 of 32 shots 
to keep the Hurricanes’ game-long lead secure. 

“When you score seven goals, you kind of have to win the 
game,” Raanta said. “At the end of the day, a good road 
game and we scored goals when we needed them.” 

The win improved Raanta to 11-4-3 on the season and lifted 
Carolina to 43-15-7 on the season, giving the Hurricanes a 
five-point lead of second-place Pittsburgh with a game in 
hand. 

“All season both goalies were unbelievable,” Necas said.” 
“He made some huge saves today. Our goalies are always 
there when we need them, and that’s huge.” 

For the second straight game, a Hurricanes player was 
tagged with 17 minutes of penalties in one sequence for 
fighting. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, two days after Brett Pesce pummeled 
Dallas’ Vladislav Namestnikov after being elbowed, 
responded to a heavy hit on teammate Derek Stepan in the 
second period, rushing Alexei Toropchenko and connecting 
with a right in front of the Carolina bench to the cheers of 
teammates. He was assessed a fighting major, instigator 
penalty and 10-minute misconduct 

“I don’t know what’s going on right now with him, but he 
looks like he’s gonna be the fighter more than a skill guy,” 
Raanta said sarcastically with a smile. 

Kotkaniemi finished with a career-high 19 PIMs (he had a 
holding minor in the first period), matching Cole’s 19 PIMs 
from earlier this season and posting the most by a Carolina 
forward since Eric Staal had 26 penalty minutes at Colorado 
on Oct. 23, 2009. 

“He’s an animal and he can fight,” Svechnikov said of 
Kotkaniemi. “You can see that. He’s one of those guys who’s 
going to step up.” 

Notes: Pesce scored in the second period for his sixth goal 
of the season, one shy of a career high set in 2018-19. … 
Jaccob Slavin assisted on Necas’ shorthanded goal for his 
30th assist of the year, matching his career best from 2019-
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20. … Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesper Fast all 
finished with two assists. … Pavel Buchnevick scored both 
goals for St. Louis.

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Blow By Blues, 7-2 

Carolina matches season-high with their seven goals 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. LOUIS, MO. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored three 
goals in both the second and third periods Saturday, 
exploding for a 7-2 victory over the St. Louis Blues.  

The Rundown: 

Opening a three-game road trip it looked as if the Canes 
would be starting their venture behind the eight ball, as 
Andrei Svechnikov was found guilty of holding just 74 
seconds into the contest. 

While it would provide St. Louis with their first of what would 
be five power play chances on the night, instead it was 
Carolina twisting fate the other way, striking shorthanded 
courtesy of Martin Necas. 

Just the third shorthanded tally of the year for his team, it 
would also be the only goal of the contest's opening 20 
minutes. 

In the second is when things took off though, as Seth Jarvis 
needed just 67 seconds to extend his team's lead to 2-0. 
Using his 5-foot-10, 175-pound frame, Jarvis ducked back to 
the inside of 6-foot-6, 228-pound Colton Parayko to sneak 
one behind Ville Husso. 

2:09 after the rookie's 11th of the year, Brett Pesce then 
joined the scoring party, blasting one home to give his club 
their first three-goal lead of the night. 

As the period progressed with Carolina well in control thanks 
to their penalty kill, St. Louis' Alexei Toropchenko laid a hit 
onto Derek Stepan that eventually sent the Canes veteran 
forward back to the locker room. Jesperi Kotkaniemi stepped 
in for his teammate, dropping the gloves and winning 
unanimously. 

The Blues would finally get one on the man advantage 
during the second, but 1:26 later Carolina snatched their 
three-goal lead right back with a power play goal of their 
own. Andrei Svechnikov, who would go on to finish his 22nd 
birthday with a pair of goals, completed a sweet passing 
sequence for his 24th of the season. 

Despite the Canes taking a 4-1 lead into the third, St. Louis 
would not roll over easy though, even getting a second goal 
from Pavel Buchnevich to bring them back within two. 

However, Antti Raanta would make a game-high 14 saves in 
the final 20 minutes to preserve his team's advantage. 

With Craig Berube pulling his netminder as early as with 5:30 
to go in regulation, Carolina tacked on a pair of empty net 
goals via Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter. For Niederreiter 
it was his 20th of the season, the sixth time in his career he's 
reached that mark. 

Then, with Husso back in the cage, Jarvis redirected home 
an Ian Cole blast to put the icing on the cake and finalize the 
7-2 score. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening thoughts, post-game... 

"It wasn't one of our better games, everything we shot just 
went in. It's just the law of averages. If you get enough 
chances, eventually they go in and tonight was clearly that. I 
don't know that we played great, for two periods we were 
fine, but the third period naturally you get up by three and 
you have a tendency to lay back. It wasn't one of our better 
periods, but Rants was good. It's a good win." 

Antti Raanta on the penalty kill that went 4/5... 

"It almost felt like we didn't let them get any shots on their 
first and second period power plays. Obviously when we're 
staying active and taking the lanes away it makes it a little bit 
easier. Guys are blocking shots a lot and it's been one of our 
strengths all year. We can always learn from something and 
do something a little bit better, but a pretty good job today. 
They scored one, so I can't give it an A+, but a good B-." 

Martin Necas touching on Raanta's performance... 

"Both goalies have been unbelievable all season. [Raanta] 
made some huge saves today. Our goalies are always there 
when we need them and it's been huge." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly to Washington D.C. post-game before an off 
day Sunday. Monday night they'll then take on the Capitals 
for the fourth and final time this season. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Seven Canes players finished with multiple points 
en route to the win. (Cole, Fast, Jarvis, Necas, 
Pesce, Svechnikov, Teravainen) 
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 Raanta finished his night with 30 saves for his 
fourth win of the month. 

 Carolina moves to 43-15-7.

 

 

 
Hurricanes score seven in win against Blues 

Svechnikov, Jarvis each gets two goals for Carolina; St. 
Louis loses fifth in six games 

By Lou Korac 

ST. LOUIS -- Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis each 
scored twice for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 7-2 win against 
the St. Louis Blues at Enterprise Center on Saturday. 

Martin Necas and Brett Pesce each had a goal and an 
assist, and Antti Raanta made 30 saves for the Hurricanes 
(43-15-7), who had lost five of six. Teuvo Teravainen, 
Sebastian Aho and Ian Cole each had two assists. 

"It wasn't one of our better games," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It's just that everything we shot went in. 
It's just the law of averages. Clearly tonight was that. I don't 
know that we played great. Two periods we were fine. In the 
third period, naturally you lead by three and you have a 
tendency to lay back. This was a good win."    

Pavel Buchnevich scored twice, Robert Thomas had two 
assists, and Ville Husso made 21 saves for the Blues (35-20-
9), who have lost five of six and nine of 12. 

"Just the buy-in to [the] playoff style of hockey," St. Louis 
forward Brayden Schenn said of what's lacking for the Blues. 
"Wins are tough now. You've got to be able to grind this time 
of year, and we're just not doing enough of it." 

Necas' shorthanded goal gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 2:37 of 
the first period. He carried the puck into the offensive zone, 
cut across the ice and scored with a wrist shot from just 
below the right face-off dot that went off the left leg of St. 
Louis defenseman Justin Faulk. 

"You're not on the PK to score goals but to kill the penalty," 
Necas said. "But when you have the opportunity, we want to 
score as well. Of course, that definitely helps." 

Jarvis made it 2-0 at 1:07 of the second period when he beat 
Blues defenseman Colton Parayko to the puck and scored 
from low in the left circle. 

Pesce pushed the lead to 3-0 at 3:16 with a wrist shot from 
the high slot. 

Buchnevich cut it to 3-1 at 13:12 when he redirected a Nick 
Leddy pass past Raanta. The assist was Leddy's first point 
since being acquired in a trade with the Detroit Red Wings 
on Monday. 

Svechnikov's power-play goal made it 4-1 at 14:38. He 
scored on a one-timer from the right circle. 

Buchnevich made it 4-2 on the power play at 6:30 of the third 
period for his 100th NHL goal in his 356th game. He scored 
from the slot on a wrist shot that trickled through Raanta. 

Svechnikov scored into an empty net at 15:05 to make it 5-2. 
It was his NHL career-high 25th goal in his 62nd game, and it 
came on his 22nd birthday. 

"I mean, my birthday present is to win this game," 
Svechnikov said. "That's the fun part. I try to play my best. I 
know goals will come for me for sure.    

"We were quick to the pucks tonight. We take the lucky 
bounces we got and we tried to grind away. We've got to 
keep that up." 

Nino Niederreiter scored into an empty net at 15:57 to make 
it 6-2. 

Jarvis scored at 17:55 for the 7-2 final, tipping Cole's point 
shot. 

St. Louis outshot Carolina 15-5 in the third. 

"Third period, I thought we were the better team," Blues 
coach Craig Berube said. "We pulled the goalie early and 
they scored two empty-net goals and that was the end of it. 
But the way we played the third is the way we have to play 
hockey in my opinion. We were way more aggressive, on our 
toes, heavier to play against, heavier sticks, direct, north. 
Just had the will. 

"I didn't think our start was that bad to be honest with you, 
but we did fall behind. First period was OK. Second period, 
we get scored on there pretty quick. I thought that had a real 
impact on our team that period." 

NOTES: Svechnikov scored 24 goals in 68 games in 2019-
20. ... The Hurricanes scored seven goals for the third time 
this season. ... Carolina center Jordan Staal won 15 of 21 
face-offs (71 percent). ... Blues forward David Perron's eight-
game point streak ended (14 points; 10 goals, four assists). 
... St. Louis forward Vladimir Tarasenko was minus-4. Faulk 
and forwards Thomas, Buchnevich and Brandon Saad each 
was minus-3.
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Svechnikov’s two goals spark Hurricanes past the Blues 7-2 

By Warren Mayes 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov celebrated his 22nd 
birthday with two goals, Seth Jarvis also scored twice and 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the St. Louis Blues 7-2 on 
Saturday night.  

“I mean my birthday present is to win this game,” Svechnikov 
said. “That’s the fun part.”  

Antti Raanta won a battle of Finnish goalies with 30 saves. 
Ville Husso stopped 21 of 26 shots, and the Hurricanes 
scored two empty-net goals when Husso was pulled with 
5:30 to play. 

“Obviously, when you score seven goals, you kind of have to 
win the game,” Raanta said. “It’s always a little stressful 
when a team takes a goalie out so early. We did a great job 
there.” 

Carolina is the No. 3 team in the league and improved to 44-
15-7, good for 93 points and first place in the Metropolitan 
Division. The Hurricanes had won just one of their past six 
games (1-3-2) before the victory. 

“It wasn’t one of our better games. It’s just that everything we 
shot went in,” coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I don’t know that we 
played great. Two periods we were fine. In the third period, 
naturally you get up by three and you have a tendency to lay 
back. This was a good win.” 

Martin Necas, Brett Pesce and Nino Niederreiter also scored 
for Carolina. Pesce and Necas each also had an assist. 

Pavel Buchnevich scored both of St. Louis’ goals, giving him 
21 this season. The two goals give Buchnevich 100 goals in 
his career. The Blues are 1-3-2 in their past six games. 

Necas gave Carolina a 1-0 lead on a short-handed goal at 
2:37. The Blues have surrendered the opening goal in five 
consecutive games.  

“You’re not on the PK (penalty kill) to score goals but to kill 
the penalty,” Necas said. “But when you have the 
opportunity, we want to score as well. Of course, that 
definitely helps.” 

Carolina outscored St. Louis 3-1 in the second period for a 4-
1 advantage. 

Two quick goals gave the Hurricanes a 3-0 early in the 
period. Jarvis went around Colton Parayko and beat Husso 
just 1:07 into the period.  

“Obviously a good play by him. Credit him,” Parayko said. 
“Obviously good players are going to make good plays.” 

Pesce buried a wrist shot from the high slot at 3:16. 

Those quick second-period goals hurt the Blues, coach Craig 
Berube said. 

“You know, I didn’t think our start was that bad to be honest 
with you,” Berube said. “But we did fall behind. First period 
was OK. Second period, we get scored on there pretty quick. 
I thought that had a real impact on our team that period.” 

The Blues cut the lead to 3-1 when Buchnevich scored on a 
backhand after getting a feed from Nick Leddy at 13:12 in 4-
on-4 play. It was Leddy’s first point since he was acquired 
from Detroit. 

Carolina rebounded with a power-play goal. Svechnikov one-
timed a pass from Sebastian Aho at 14:38 to give the 
Hurricanes a three-goal cushion. 

St. Louis scored on its fifth power-play opportunity when 
Buchnevich converted a wrist shot from the top of the slot at 
6:30 of the third period.  

Svechnikov added an empty-net goal at 15:05 and 
Niederreiter followed with one at 15:57. The final goal was 
scored by Jarvis at 17:55.  

This was the final time these teams play this season and 
Carolina swept the series. The Hurricanes were victorious 3-
2 on Nov. 13 in Raleigh, North Carolina.  

ICE CHIPS 

This was the third time this season Carolina has scored 
seven goals in a game. ... D Brady Skjei also celebrated a 
birthday Saturday. Skeji turned 28. ... Ian Cole, who was 
selected 18th overall by St. Louis in the 2007 NHL Draft, 
returned with Carolina. The Hurricanes are the fifth team 
Cole is with since he was traded away in 2015 for Robert 
Bortuzzo.  

INJURIES  

Hurricanes: LW Jordan Martinoor (undisclosed) will be out 
for at least two weeks.  

Blues: F Tyler Bozak (lower-body injury) on the injured 
reserve. D Torey Krug (upper body injury) is week to week 
after getting hurt Tuesday at Washington.  

UP NEXT 

Carolina: At Washington on Monday night. 

St. Louis: Host Vancouver on Monday night. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 27, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes Score Early and Often in 7-2 Win Over Blues 

The Hurricanes’ offense broke out in a big way to kick off 
their three-game road trip. 

By Brett Finger  

It’s been rough sledding for the Carolina Hurricanes as of 
late, dropping five of their previous six games and failing to 
score more than three goals in each of their last 13 games 
heading into their bout with the St. Louis Blues on Saturday 
night. 

Let’s say that Saturday was a breath of fresh air for the 
Hurricanes, who looked much more like themselves in a 
plethora of ways. 

The Hurricanes were dangerous, competitive, and electric 
throughout their date with the Blues, and they rode that way 
to an entertaining 7-2 win to kick off their three-game road 
trip.  

An early holding penalty on Andrei Svechnikov put the 
Hurricanes behind the eight-ball, but a dominant kill and one 
great play turned the tables in Carolina’s favor. 

Martin Necas picked up the puck along his own goal line and 
brought it up through the neutral zone and into the Blues’ 
zone before firing a shot by Ville Husso for a short-handed 
goal to give the Canes a 1-0 lead. 

After controlling most of the play early on, thanks to a pair of 
Carolina penalties, St. Louis started to see the ice tilted 
against them through a majority of the opening frame. 

The Hurricanes were dominant, putting together multi-shift 
offensive-zone shifts and wearing down the Blues’ defense. 

They didn’t manage to score another goal in the first period, 
but the Canes were very clearly overwhelming their 
opponents, and the floodgates started to open in the second. 

Just 67 seconds into the middle frame, Carolina doubled 
their lead. 

Seth Jarvis got a pass from Teuvo Teravainen and drove to 
the front of the net on 6-foot-6 defender Colton Parayko and 
flipped it by Husso on the short-side to make it 2-0. 

Just over two minutes later, the Canes scored another. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi got the puck to a wide-open Brett Pesce 
bearing down into the slot, and the defenseman rifled a 
snapshot home. The Hurricanes turned their one-goal lead 
into a three-goal lead by the 3:16 mark of the second period. 

Things got a little chippy after that goal, and fireworks went 
off at 5:57. 

Alexei Toropchenko sent Derek Stepan hard into the boards, 
and Kotkaniemi responded by dropping the gloves and 
decisively pounding Toropchenko in front of the Carolina 
bench. Unfortunately, that netted him an instigator penalty on 
top of the five for fighting, which was an automatic ten-
minute misconduct in addition to his seven penalty minutes. 

The Blues didn’t score on that power play, but they did score 
later in the period during a four-on-four sequence. Pavel 
Buchnevich beat Brady Skjei to the front of the net and 
deflected home a centering pass from Nick Leddy on a two-
on-two rush. 

It didn’t take long for the Hurricanes to respond, though. 

On the power play immediately following the four-on-four, the 
Canes’ top power-play unit masterfully whipped the puck all 
over the zone, ending in a gorgeous feed from Sebastian 
Aho to Svechnikov for a one-time goal to put the Carolina 
lead back at three goals. 

Both teams exchanged great scoring chances as things 
started to open up late in the period, but neither team could 
add to their goal total by the end of the middle frame. 

The two clubs combined for four goals and 22 shots in the 
second period. Carolina had three of the four goals and 14 of 
the 22 shots. 

The Blues got pretty much all of the scoring chances in the 
third period, and they managed to cut their deficit back down 
to two goals thanks to Buchnevich’s second of the night. 

The wind got knocked out of their sails when they pulled 
Husso for an extra attacker with almost six minutes left in the 
game. First, Svechnikov scored on the empty net, and then 
Nino Niederreiter scored on the empty net, making it a 6-2 
game with more than four minutes to go. 

The Hurricanes then scored on an actual goalie with just 
over two minutes to go to make it a 7-2 game, which is how 
the game finally ended. 

Carolina had four shots on goal in the third period. Three of 
them were goals. Two of them were on an empty net. 

Despite their strange third period, the Hurricanes picked up a 
big win thanks to how well they set themselves up in the first 
40 minutes. The 7-2 tally doesn’t do justice to how close the 
game was late in the third period, though. 

The Hurricanes will continue their road trip in Washington on 
Monday night.
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Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi conduct Canes’ 7-2 beatdown over Blues in St. Louis  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes massacred the St. Louis Blues to 
the tune of a 7-2 bludgeoning on Saturday, March 26. 

Seven different Hurricanes (43-15-7) logged multipoint nights 
as Carolina stomped a struggling St. Louis (35-20-9) squad 
that now has nine points in its last 10 games. Right wing 
Andrei Svechnikov celebrated his 22nd birthday in style by 
scoring two goals, making him the Canes’ joint-top finisher 
on the night along with center Seth Jarvis. 

Despite the special occasion, Svechnikov kept the focus on 
the team’s overall effort in the game. 

“I think my birthday present was to win this game,” 
Svechnikov said. “That's the fun part for sure.” 

Center Martin Nečas opened the scoring action with a short-
handed goal in the first period, but the opening 20 minutes 
was simply the calm before the storm with the latter two 
periods featuring four goals each. 

“It wasn't one of our better games, just everything we shot 
went in,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It's just the law 
of averages. You get enough chances and eventually they 
go in, and tonight was clearly that.” 

Carolina tacked two more goals before the Blues could find 
the net, but the abundant scoring was not the only 
entertainment to be had. After a hard hit that sent center 

Derek Stepan to the locker room, center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
got to work in accumulating the bulk of his 19 penalty 
minutes on the night. 

Kotkaniemi dropped the gloves against Alexei Toropchenko, 
connecting on several punches right in front of the Canes 
bench. Even though Toropchenko stands four inches taller 
and weighs in at over 20 pounds heavier than Kotkaniemi, 
the Blues’ big man took a beating from the enraged 
Kotkaniemi, who took five for fighting, two for instigating and 
10 for misconduct for his efforts. 

“He's an animal, and he can fight,” Svechnikov said. “You 
can see that. He's one of those guys who’s gonna step up for 
sure.” 

Goaltender Antti Raanta did well in net for Carolina, saving 
30 of 32 shots to keep his squad in front for 60 minutes. 
While the Canes skaters poked puck after puck past Blues 
netminder Ville Husso, Raanta got the job done on his end of 
the ice. 

The lopsided win sets a positive for this road trip as much 
tougher opponents lie ahead for the Hurricanes. Carolina will 
travel to the nation’s capital to face off against the Capitals 
on Monday, March 28 before taking on the Lightning in 
Tampa Bay the following evening. Puck drops in 
Washington, D.C. at 7 p.m.

  

  

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259823785.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/hurricanes-find-scoring-touch-bury-blues-7-2/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-blow-by-blues-seven-to-two/c-332297016 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-st-louis-blues-game-recap/c-332228200 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-st-louis-blues-st-louis-hockey-3cf8d00bd1b5a30885ba41185ecfe882 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/26/22997954/carolina-hurricanes-score-early-often-7-2-win-over-st-louis-blues-svechnikov-aho-nhl-highlights 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/svechnikov-kotkaniemi-conduct-canes-7-2-beatdown-over-blues-in-st-louis/article_bd7aa602-ad7e-11ec-

8f3e-6f97da706cf0.html 
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Hurricanes pummel Blues, 7-2, as Andrei Svechnikov scores twice on his 
birthday 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It was a stretch of games on the schedule, three in four days, that 
probably caused Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour to shudder a bit — at 
St. Louis, at Washington, at Tampa Bay. 

That’s the stretch the Hurricanes faced after a four-game homestand, 
beginning with Saturday’s game against the Blues. That can take a toll 
on a team at this point in the season, with the travel and competition 
against three playoff-bound teams. 

“It’s tough,” Brind’Amour said Saturday morning. “It’s a grind and the 
‘Groundhog Day’ kind of effect. One thing about our group throughout the 
year is we haven’t had a real lull with energy or effort.” 

The Canes weren’t lacking energy or effort against the Blues, rolling to a 
7-2 victory as goalie Antti Raanta turned in a solid 30-save performance 
filled with several super stops and 13 players finished on the scoresheet. 

Groundhog Day? Brind’Amour would like to have a two more like it on 
this trip. 

Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of goals for the Canes (43-15-7), the first 
on a second-period power play. Good timing, too. It was his 22nd 
birthday. 

A shorthanded score by Martin Necas gave the Canes the first goal of 
the game, and the Canes pushed the lead to 4-1 after two periods. Seth 
Jarvis and Brett Pesce scored at even strength before Svechnikov’s 
power-play goal in the second. 

“It wasn’t one of our better games. Everything we shot went in,” 
Brind’Amour said. “If you get enough chances eventually they’ll go in. ... 
But Raants was good. It’s a good win.” 

Pavel Buchnevich had pair of goals for the Blues (35-20-9), who have 
been slumping of late. His second, on a third-period power play, pulled 
St. Louis within 4-2 and awakened an Enterprise Center crowd that had 
been mostly slumbering. 

The Blues pulled goalie Ville Husso with 5:30 left in regulation and the 
Canes took advantage -- Svechnikov and then Nino Niederreiter scored 
empty-netters. Defenseman Ian Cole added the seventh goal and also 
had an assist. 

“It’s always stressful when a team takes a goalie out so early,” said 
Raanta, who faced 15 shots in the third. “Sometimes it might bite you but 
we did a great job there.” 

For the Canes it was a game of tight gaps defensively, a lot sticks on a 
lot of pucks, staying on the move, staying on the forecheck, staying 

aggressive -- at least in the first two periods. In the third, it was about 
protecting the lead. 

The Canes also won the only fight of the game. After forward Derek 
Stepan was shaken up by a hit from the Blues’ Alexei Toropchenko along 
the boards, linemate Jesperi Kotkaniemi quickly tossed aside the gloves 
and threw some haymakers. 

Kotkaniemi’s blows, in front of the Carolina bench, got a whoop of 
support from Pesce on the bench. Kotkaniemi ended up with 17 penalty 
minutes, just as Pesce did Thursday against the Dallas Stars. 

“It looks like he’s going to be the fighter more than the skill guy,” Raanta 
joked. “But it’s great to see. That’s the team game.” 

Necas’ third career shorthanded goal came with Svechnikov in the 
penalty box and was the winger at his best, using his speed and puck 
handling. Necas picked up a loose puck deep in the Canes zone, sped 
down the left wing and cross-crossed with Jesper Fast in the Blues zone. 
He wheeled around Buchnevich and got off the shot from the right circle. 

“A shorthanded goal is always a huge lift and huge demoralizer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That kind of set the tone for us.” 

It was the second goal in three games for Necas, who has been 
inconsistent, if not disappointing offensively much of his third full NHL 
season. 

Jarvis’ goal came so quickly that defenseman Colton Parayko and Husso 
were left stunned. The rookie forward, taking a stretch pass from 
Teravainen, went in alone, going backhand to forehand to score. 

Pesce took advantage of the Canes winning a board battle, going 
unchecked in the slot for his sixth of the season. Svechnikov’s power-
play blast, on a one-timer from the right circle, came after some sharp 
passing between Tony DeAngelo, Teravainen and Sebastian Aho -- 
Teravainen and Aho each had two assists, as did Jesper Fast. 

Svechnikov’s power play goal came 1:26 after the Blues pulled within 3-1 
on a four-on-four score from Buchnevich off the rush. 
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On milestone night, Nicklas Backstrom likes them apples 

What to know from the Capitals’ 4-3 win over the Devils 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Today at 11:03 p.m. EDT|Updated today at 11:30 p.m. EDT 

 

The goal came about two hours after the ceremony for Washington 
center Nicklas Backstrom. A stray puck found its way onto Backstrom’s 
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stick at the left faceoff circle, and he whizzed a lethal wrist shot past New 
Jersey Devils goalie Nico Daws, snapping a tie in what would ultimately 
become a 4-3 Capitals win. 

As Backstrom raised his arms in celebration, his teammates gave him 
emphatic fist bumps on the bench and a sea of red squeezable rubber 
apples suddenly rained down onto the ice at Capital One Arena. 

“I was like, ‘This is amazing.’ I mean, I didn’t score a hat trick, but it was 
fun that the crowd did it,” Backstrom said of the apples pelting the ice. “It 
was hilarious. And then all the players just keep shoveling. They needed 
some help. It was just an awesome experience, I think.” 

On a night that Backstrom, known for being quiet and reserved, was 
being honored for scoring his 1,000th career point, his goal produced the 
loudest moment of the night. The rubber apples — with N1KY written on 
them — were in commemoration of Backstrom hitting the career 
milestone and were the giveaway to fans who attended Saturday’s game. 

“To be here to share this moment with him and his family, it is just really 
cool and one of those highlights that we will have of our career that is not 
necessarily about us, but we can say we were there and we saw it and 
felt the emotion. So super cool night for us, and we are all really proud of 
Nick,” veteran winger T.J. Oshie said. 

Backstrom’s goal broke a 2-2 deadlock early in the third. Alex Ovechkin, 
who was part of the pregame celebration honoring his longtime linemate, 
scored on the power play about five minutes later to double the lead. 
Ovechkin has six goals in his past seven games. 

Jesper Bratt made things interesting with his last-minute goal off the 
rebound, but that was as close as New Jersey would get. 

“Everyone has stepped up,” Backstrom said. “That’s what we need at this 
time of year. You’ve got to build high up how you want to play going into 
the playoffs.” 

Ovechkin also scored the shootout game-winner in Washington’s 4-3 win 
in Buffalo on Friday night. The Capitals (37-20-10) will get a day off 
Sunday before they play Monday against Carolina. 

The Devils (23-37-5) applied strong pressure on Capitals goalie Vitek 
Vanecek throughout, forcing him to make 35 saves. Daws stopped 18 of 
the 22 shots sent his way. 

The Capitals, down 2-1 entering the third, clawed back behind their 
veterans and their youth. Rookie Connor McMichael scored the equalizer 
only 2:08 into the third period before Backstrom and Ovechkin provided 
the difference. 

McMichael’s tally capped an impressive tic-tac-toe passing sequence on 
a delayed penalty. Justin Schultz made the perfect pass to McMichael 
from the left circle to the back post for McMichael’s easy tap-in. 
McMichael, whose play has improved as the season has progressed, has 
nine goals and nine assists. 

Both teams started slow. The Capitals put just seven shots on Daws in 
the first 20 minutes and failed to get anything going on their lone power 
play chance. The Devils played structured in their own zone and 
managed to hit the post late in the opening frame, but the first 
intermission came with things still scoreless. 

New Jersey struck just 55 seconds into the second, capitalizing on a 
turnover that left Jack Hughes alone at the right circle, where he beat 
Vanecek’s outstretched catching glove. 

Tom Wilson tied it less than two minutes later, finishing a patient cross-
crease feed from Conor Sheary on a two-on-one rush. Wilson’s goal was 
his 20th, the third time in his career he has reached that mark. 

The Devils retook the lead at 7:17 of the second when Damon Severson 
beat Vanecek with a slap shot through traffic. 

“It wasn’t pretty, but it was gutsy,” Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said. 
“Back-to-back games on a team that’s fresh. And they’re young, and 
they’re talented, and they’re quick. … I really liked the effort. I liked the 

compete. I liked the comeback. Guys just kept digging in for the win and 
got it done.” 

What else to know about the Capitals’ game against the Devils: 

Backstrom’s celebration 

Backstrom, whose 1,000th point came earlier this month, was the second 
player in Capitals history to record the mark. Backstrom’s family, 
including his fiancee, three kids, parents and brother, were all in 
attendance for the ceremony. 

Backstrom received multiple gifts, including a Tiffany crystal, a golden 
stick, custom golf clubs from Ovechkin and John Carlson, and a bottle of 
wine. 

Ovechkin nearly stole the moment when he tripped and fell during the 
ceremony. The Capitals’ captain was handing Backstrom’s mother a 
bouquet of flowers when he started to walk backward on the red carpet. 
He lost his footing as he retreated, causing him to lose his balance 
before gracefully recovering and pretending to fake a limp. 

Have a nice TRIP ovi, see you next FALL   

(but srsly plz don't get injured) pic.twitter.com/dyslUsnlJv 

— NBC Sports Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) March 26, 2022 

Ryan Getzlaf, Patrick Kane, Sidney Crosby and Ovechkin all filmed 
videos congratulating Backstrom. Carl Hagelin, who underwent eye 
surgery in early March, donned a suit and watched the ceremony from 
the Capitals’ bench. Hagelin is out indefinitely. 

Oshie back 

Washington played with a traditional lineup of 12 forwards and six 
defensemen for the first time in three games. Oshie returned after he was 
injured March 17 against Columbus. Only Nic Dowd and Trevor van 
Riemsdyk — both injured last week against Carolina — remain out. 

Kempny over Irwin 

The Capitals made a head-scratching personnel decision on the blue line 
against the Devils, opting to replace van Riemsdyk with Michal Kempny 
instead of Matt Irwin. Van Riemsdyk is still on injured reserve after 
suffering an upper-body ailment last week. He has yet to participate in a 
team practice since his injury. He is still listed as day-to-day. 

Against Buffalo, Kempny and Irwin both were forced to play after 
Washington dressed in an unconventional lineup consisting of 11 
forwards and seven defensemen. 

Irwin logged over 10 minutes of ice time and had three shots on goal, two 
hits and two blocked shots. Conversely, Kempny played just over three 
minutes, had zero shots on goal and was dinged for a minor penalty. His 
minor was his third in the past two games. 
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A ceremony, key goal and lots of apples give Backstrom a night to 
remember 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

Saturday was one of those nights that sounds almost too perfect to be 
real, like it must have come from a movie script rather than real life. On a 
night in which he was honored in a pregame ceremony for his 1,000 NHL 
points, Nicklas Backstrom scored the key go-ahead goal in the third 
period in a night Capitals fans are not likely to forget. 
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"It was obviously a great night and fun night," Backstrom said. "All 
emotional at the start and then play a game right after, but then obviously 
it finished the way me and the team wanted, with a win. That was 
obviously good." 

So much attention in Washington gets paid to Alex Ovechkin and rightly 
so. He is one of the greatest players of all time. But he is just one of two 
superstars the team boasts on its roster and Saturday belonged to 
Backstrom. 

“I think it goes to show how lucky Washington, D.C. sports fans are that 
they get to see these things," T.J. Oshie said. "Not every team has 
players like these two guys that have been here the whole time and have 
been in the top of the league for their whole careers so we are just all 
enjoying it with him and I can’t elaborate it enough, that something 
special is going on and I hope the fans – I think they do – realize how 
cool this is to be a part of it.” 

The team pulled out all the stops for Backstrom in the ceremony as he 
was presented with a Tiffany's crystal, a golden hockey stick and custom 
golf clubs, a present from his teammates. There was also a video tribute 
that included messages from Ryan Getzlaf, Patrick Kane, Sidney Crosby 
(who was thoroughly booed by Caps faithful) and, of course, Ovechkin. 

"It’s such a tremendous accomplishment," head coach Peter Laviolette 
said. "To have his family in town to celebrate that. For the fans that he’s 
been in front of for so many years, it was a great night." 

Then, with his parents, brother, fiancee and three children in attendance, 
Backstrom proved to be the hero. 

In the third period with the game tied at two, Backstrom fired a wrist shot 
to beat New Jersey Devils goalie Nico Daws for the go-ahead goal. That 
goal gave Washington its first lead of the game and, though it ultimately 
did not hold up as the game-winner, it was the key turning point of the 
game in what ended in a 4-3 win. 

But the goal itself was only part of what made Saturday so memorable. 
The lasting Images of Saturday are not of Backstrom's goal, but rather of 
the celebration after. Fans in attendance had been given foam apples as 
a giveaway to celebrate Backstrom and his penchant for racking up 
assists. When Backstrom scored the goal, hundreds if not thousands of 
those apples began to rain down from the arena onto the ice. 

"I was like, this is amazing," Backstrom said. "I mean, I didn't score a hat 
trick, but it was fun that the crowd did it. It was hilarious." 

"They filled the rink pretty quick," Laviolette said. 

There was a short delay as the ice crew tried to clear the playing surface. 
There were so many apples that the players ultimately had to chip in to 
help clear the ice. 

"All the players just keep shoveling," Backstrom said. "They needed 
some help. It was just an awesome experience." 

It was a fitting tribute as fans recognized the often overlooked superstar 
whose greatness is frequently overshadowed by his teammate. But 
giving Backstrom his due mattered to the fans and mattered to the team 
as the soft-spoken center has more than earned everything he has 
accomplished in his career. 

"I think anyone that knows hockey or watches the Caps knows that those 
1,000-plus points for these guys, there is not one selfish one in there," 
Oshie said. "His teammates realize that and respect the hell of him and 
love him like a brother. To be here to share this moment with him and his 
family, it is just really cool and one of those highlights that we will have of 
our career that is not necessarily about us but we can say we were there 
and we saw it and felt the emotion. So super cool night for us and we are 
all really proud of Nick.” 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 03.27.2022 

1239858 Washington Capitals 

 

Backstrom delivers key goal in win on night of his 1,000-point celebration 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

On a night in which Nicklas Backstrom was honored for his 1,000 NHL 
points, he played the hero by scoring the go-ahead goal in a 4-3 win over 
the New Jersey Devils on Saturday. 

Here are some observations from the game. 

A night for Backstrom 

Backstrom was honored for his 1,000th point in a pregame ceremony. He 
was presented with a Tiffany's crystal, a golden hockey stick and some 
custom golf clubs by his teammates. The video tribute featured 
messages from Ryan Getzlaf, Patrick Kane, Sidney Crosby (who was 
roundly booed) and, of course, Alex Ovechkin. 

A golden stick for the Golden God ðŸ¤© 

Commemorating Nicklas Backstrom's 1,000 @Capitals points! 
pic.twitter.com/lndS1XaOgZ— NBC Sports Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) 
March 26, 2022 

With his family in attendance, Backstrom was the hero of his own 
celebration as he fired a wrister in the third period to beat goalie Nico 
Daws and give the Caps the 3-2 lead. 

ON BACKSTROMâ ™S BIG NIGHT, HE GIVES THE CAPS THE 
LEAD!! 

LET THE APPLES RAIN DOWN ðŸ   pic.twitter.com/9KUxa3bysH— 
NBC Sports Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) March 27, 2022 

To celebrate Backstrom's 1,000 points, fans had been given foam apples 
as a giveaway. Hundreds, perhaps thousands of those apples made their 
way to the ice after Backstrom's go-ahead goal causing a brief delay to 
clear the ice. Players chipped in to help the ice crew gather all the 
apples. 

T.J. Oshie returns 

T.J. Oshie returned to the lineup after missing the last four games with a 
lower-body injury. He had not played since March 17. He was limited to 
just 13:46 of ice time with no points. That does not mean he did not have 
an impact, however. He drew a penalty early in the third period and 
Connor McMichael would go on to score at 6-on-5 during the delayed 
call. 

A career year for Wilson 

Tom Wilson struck in the second period as he finished off a 2-on-1 break 
with Conor Sheary. 

With his goal, Wilson reached 20 goals on the season for the third time in 
his career. He had already established a career-high in assists (26) and 
points (45, now 46) this season. He sits just two goals away from tying 
his career-high of 22 and three shy of passing it. 

A passing clinic 

Perhaps in tribute to Backstrom, the best passer in franchise history, 
Washington put on a passing clinic in the third period to take control after 
entering the final frame down 2-1. 

It started just 2:08 into the period when the Caps put together a tic-tac-
toe passing play that saw McMichael with a slam-dunk goal, his ninth of 
the season. 

HOW BOUT THAT PASSING TO TIE THE GAME UP??! 
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McMichael ðŸ˜± pic.twitter.com/ycndzXZS85— NBC Sports Capitals 
(@NBCSCapitals) March 27, 2022 

That goal tied the game at two. Backstrom would give Washington the 
lead, then Evgeny Kuznetsov would pull off a no-look pass to set up 
Ovechkin on the backdoor for an easy finish. 

Kuznetsov now has a career-high point streak of 12 games. He has 
scored seven goals and eight assists through that stretch. 

The chase for Howe and Gretzky 

With his goal Saturday, Ovechkin now has 42 on the season. He has 
scored in six of his last seven games. 

The goal is No. 772 of Ovechkin's career. He now sits just 29 shy of tying 
Gordie Howe for second all-time at 801 and 122 away from tying Wayne 
Gretzky's record of 894. 
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Ovechkin nearly gives Caps fans a heart attack, tripping during ceremony 

 

BY EDUARDO RAZO 

 

Before their game against the New Jersey Devils, the Washington 
Capitals were commemorating the 1,000th point accomplishment of 
Nicklas Backstrom. However, the ceremony nearly became a viral 
moment courtesy of Alexander Ovechkin.  

As Backstrom had his family on the ice along with members of the 
Capitals front office, Ovechkin and John Carlson skated over to hand 
Backstrom's mother and fiancée the bouquet. However, after the 36-
year-old handed over the flowers, he stumbled and nearly lost his 
balance while walking on the carpet. 

Have a nice TRIP ovi, see you next FALL ðŸ¤£ 

(but srsly plz don't get injured) pic.twitter.com/dyslUsnlJv— NBC Sports 
Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) March 26, 2022 

Ovechkin didn't injure himself, which is most important, and the 
ceremony went without any issue and avoided a near viral moment 
involving the captain.   
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3 things we learned as Lightning end skid, beat Red Wings in OT 

 

Mari Faiello 

5-7 minutes 3/26/2022 

 

The Lightning cashed in on two power-play opportunities Saturday to 
prevail 2-1 in overtime against the Red Wings in Detroit and break a 
three-game losing streak. 

“I thought we did a really good job just sticking to it and really just not 
getting frustrated,” said goaltender Brian Elliott, who got the start and 
made 26 saves. 

“I thought our body language was better, just kind of keep pushing 
forward, and the more you stick with the game plan, the better the 
results.” 

Here’s what we learned about the Lightning (40-18-6): 

Penalty kill performs well without Ryan McDonagh 

Behind defenseman Victor Hedman’s 25:20 average ice time entering 
Saturday, defenseman Ryan McDonagh had the second highest, 22:36, 
and led the team with 116 blocked. 

One of those blocked shots proved costly to McDonagh late in the third 
period Thursday against the Bruins. On Saturday before the game, he 
was ruled out indefinitely with an upper-body injury. 

McDonagh also plays a key role on the top penalty-kill unit, which has 
been in transition since forward Mathieu Joseph was traded to Ottawa for 
forward Nick Paul and a 2024 fourth-round draft pick last Sunday. 

On Saturday, the Lightning took back-to-back penalties just over halfway 
through the first period. Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev was called for 
interference, and 47 seconds later, defenseman Cal Foote — who made 
his first appearance in the lineup since March 10 at Calgary — took a 
cross-checking penalty. 

The penalty kill kept the Red Wings at bay, limiting Detroit to three shots 
on goal. 

For the game, the penalty kill was 5-for-5. 

No rust for Brian Elliott 

Elliott went two weeks between starts — his last a 4-1 loss at Edmonton 
on March 12 — but had no issues jumping into action early. 

Elliott (7-3-2) was particularly good during the penalty kills, making three 
saves that included an impressive glove snag against forward Lucas 
Raymond on the Red Wings’ second power play with 5:12 remaining in 
the first period. 

Detroit pushed into the offensive zone with just over 30 seconds 
remaining on the man advantage. Forward Dylan Larkin fished out the 
puck from the corner and passed it backward toward the slot and into the 
hands of Raymond, who quickly fired off a shot. 

“(Elliott) was fantastic,” center Brayden Point said. “Fantastic game, kept 
us in it, made a ton of saves. … I thought early on he was a big 
difference-maker.” 

Elliott’s save streak continued through another set of back-to-back 
penalties early in the third period. By the end of the game, he had made 
eight saves on power plays. 

His lone hiccup came 8:41 into the third when center Oskar Sundqvist 
slipped a shot under his arm that trickled past the goal line for a 1-0 
Detroit lead. 

Power play has life 

The Lightning had three chances to make a difference with a man 
advantage. And they finally found ways to cash in. 

Tampa Bay’s first opportunity came more than halfway through the 
second period as Red Wings defenseman Olli Juolevi was called for 
holding. But the Lightning couldn’t produce much outside of one shot on 
goal from Steven Stamkos. 

With 35 seconds remaining on the power play, Cirelli shuffled a pass 
from just outside the crease to the bottom of the slot. Point caught the 
puck and gently slid it to wide-open Stamkos, who had a clear view of the 
net from the left side as he sent a shot past Alex Nedeljkovic (34 saves). 

The captain’s celebration after the goal said it all as he sat on the ice and 
let out a scream. 

In overtime, Point scored on the Lightning’s third power play of the game. 
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“The guys were a little dejected (after Boston),” coach Jon Cooper said. 
“Today was different, though, and we talked about that. We don’t know 
who’s going to score first, but if it’s not us, let’s make sure we’re engaged 
and I thought — actually, we played our best hockey of the game once 
they scored. I really like that about our team, hopefully we keep that 
going.” 

Tampa Bay’s power play has struggled since the start of the team’s 
stretch of 11 games in 11 cities, which began March 6 in Chicago. Since 
then, the Lightning have gone 5-for-31 on the power play. 
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Lightning’s Ryan McDonagh out indefinitely with upper-body injury 

 

Mari Faiello 

2-2 minutes 3/26/2022 

 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper didn’t have a good feeling about Ryan 
McDonagh after the defenseman blocked a shot late in Thursday’s loss 
to the Bruins and missed most of the third period. 

His instincts were right, as McDonagh was ruled out indefinitely with an 
upper-body injury before Saturday’s game in Detroit. 

McDonagh has been one of the Lightning’s most stable blueliners this 
season, averaging 22:36 minutes per game, second among skaters to 
defenseman Victor Hedman (25:20). Saturday’s game was only the 
fourth he has missed this season. 

The top defense pair of Hedman and Jan Rutta remained intact during 
the game. Mikhail Sergachev moved up to join Erik Cernak on the 
second pair. Zach Bogosian and Cal Foote, who made his first start since 
March 10 at Calgary, comprised the third pair. 
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New Lightning forward Brandon Hagel has found believers with hard 
work, patience 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

6-8 minutes 3/26/2022 

 

BOSTON — When Brandon Hagel’s world changed March 18, his first 
call was to his father, Dwayne. 

“Dad, I’m traded, but I don’t know where I’m going,” he said. 

Initially, Brandon was stunned. In a hockey career founded on proving 
doubters wrong, the Blackhawks were the one team that had believed in 
him, and now they were moving him. 

“He was still choked up,” Dwayne said. “I told him, ‘Son, you’re going to a 
contender. You’re going to someone that wants you. And it’s what you’ve 
always done in your career: When someone wants you, it’s a good 
feeling, and it will be great.’ " 

In the next few hours, Brandon had wrapped his head around his future 
with the Lightning. His on-ice promise and work ethic, and a club-friendly 
contract made him a popular target before Monday’s trade deadline, and 
the Lightning had to put together an impressive offer to get him, one that 
included two first-round draft picks and rookie forwards Taylor Raddysh 
and Boris Katchouk. 

His new teammates reached out to him quickly, and by the end of the 
day, his father could tell that he was sold on Tampa. 

“He’s already talking about buying a house in Florida,” Dwayne Hagel 
said. “The guys convinced him. ... It’s only been a week, and they’re on 
the road and he’s said, ‘Dad, this is a good group.’” 

Four years ago, Brandon Hagel, now 23, was thinking about life after 
hockey. 

His lifelong dream of playing in the NHL was hanging by a thread, and 
the drive he had had to get there since he was a kid was wavering. 

Hagel had been drafted by Buffalo in the sixth round in 2016 and gone to 
the Sabres’ training camp, but the team opted not to sign him. He was 
left with just one more season of juniors to earn an NHL entry-level deal. 

Beating the odds wasn’t new to him. Growing up in the small town of 
Morinville, Alberta, he had been overlooked many times before. His 
name wasn’t called in the bantam draft, and he was passed over for 
Alberta Cup and Canadian national team opportunities. 

But what happened in Buffalo really stung. Former NHL player and coach 
Brent Sutter, who was the general manager of Hagel’s junior team, Red 
Deer, had talked him into playing one more year for the Rebels. But 
Hagel was considering returning to school to take some prerequisite 
classes to become a teacher. 

“I gave myself until Christmas before I ended up actually going into 
school,” Hagel said. “I wanted to have a successful life no matter what I 
did. I knew that was the route that I might need to take.” 

Knowing it was his last chance to get an NHL team’s attention, Hagel 
made sure he was ready for the 2018-19 season. He worked to put on 
more weight, skated more and went to the University of Alberta to work 
out with the team. 

“I said, ‘Don’t worry about school, it’ll be there. Just do what you have to, 
just don’t quit. Just live it,’ and he did,” Dwayne Hagel said. “That season, 
he worked so hard.” 

Hagel scored 30 points in the first 19 games of the season with Red 
Deer, and the Blackhawks offered him a contract. He finished with 102 
points in 66 games, then joined Chicago’s AHL team, Rockford, for eight 
games after Red Deer was knocked out of the playoffs. 

After attending the Blackhawks’ training camp before the next season, he 
was assigned again to Rockford. Hagel finally had his opportunity. 

He made his NHL debut March 11, 2020, right before the league put the 
season on hold for the pandemic. 

“It was pretty crazy how quick it happened,” he said. “Life-changing, 
basically.” 

Hagel’s first goal with the Lightning, on Thursday in Boston, was fitting. It 
came shorthanded, the result of a forecheck in the neutral zone that 
forced the puck loose. Hagel jetted up the ice and was positioned 
perfectly for a one-timer in front of the net off a feed from Ondrej Palat. 

“He competes like a son of a gun,” coach Jon Cooper said Thursday. 

Hagel’s play is the kind the Lightning is looking for in their drive for a third 
straight Stanley Cup. He’s strong on the forecheck, battles for the puck 
and isn’t afraid to get physical despite being just 5 feet 11 and 174 
pounds. 

That’s how Hagel has compensated for never being the biggest, fastest 
or most-skilled player growing up. He knows his game relies on his 
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compete level, and this season it has turned him into a 20-goal scorer 
with a two-way game the Lightning want as part of their future. 

When Hagel was 8 or 9, he was playing with kids two years older than he 
was and who had more experience and 8 inches and 50 pounds on the 
5-foot, 80-pounder. 

“He worked hard,” said Hagel’s brother, Tyler, who is three years older. 
“And even playing against those bigger guys, you almost have to be a 
little smarter to figure out how to mingle around them. Even starting from 
the beginning, he was just smart with the puck.” 

In the Lightning, Hagel has a team that believes in him. But the chip on 
his shoulder won’t go away. 

“I think I’ve always started from the bottom … since I was a little kid,” he 
said. “I never made it to all these Team Canada things and all these 
other things as a younger kid, so I always went through that adversity, 
not signing in Buffalo, getting passed over in the bantam draft. 

“So that’s why I kind of just stuck to the 100-percent effort every night, 
because that’s what made me successful, and that’s what got me here.” 
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Lightning's Ryan McDonagh out indefinitely with upper-body injury 

 

By Joe Smith and The Athletic Staff 

March 26, 2022Updated 1:36 PM EDT 

 

Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh is out indefinitely 
with an upper-body injury, the team announced Saturday. He last played 
in Tampa Bay's 3-2 loss to the Boston Bruins Thursday, exiting with an 
apparent injury in the third period after blocking a shot. 

McDonagh could be sidelined for a couple of weeks, a source told The 
Athletic. The Lightning's alternate captain, 32, has three goals and 18 
assists across 60 games this season, averaging 22:36 of ice time. 

Tampa Bay is 39-18-6 on the season, sitting at fourth in the Atlantic 
Division with 84 points, just one point behind both the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and the Bruins. 
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In the Habs Room: 'It's always special to beat the good teams' 

Canadiens bring back bad memories for Toronto Maple Leafs of last 
year's first-round playoff series with 4-2 win at the Bell Centre. 

 

Stu Cowan 

Montreal Gazette 
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The Toronto Maple Leafs must be happy they won’t be facing the 
Canadiens again in the first round of the playoffs. 

The Canadiens are already officially eliminated from making the playoffs 
this year, but they beat the Maple Leafs for the second time in three 
meetings this season Saturday night. The Leafs outshot the Canadiens 
51-18, but lost 4-2. 

The Canadiens lost 2-1 to the Leafs in the season opener in Toronto on 
Oct. 13 when Dominique Ducharme was head coach and beat the Leafs 
5-2 at the Bell Centre with Martin St. Louis as head coach on Feb. 21. 

Saturday night’s game brought back memories of Game 6 of the first-
round playoff series between these teams last year at the Bell Centre 
when the Maple Leafs outshot the Canadiens 13-2 in overtime, but lost 3-
2. The Canadiens ended up winning the best-of-seven series after losing 
three of the first four games. 

In the playoffs last season, it was Carey Price standing on his head in 
goal for the Canadiens. Saturday night, it was Jake Allen. 

“Even though we’re eliminated from the playoffs, I think it still kind of had 
the intensity of a playoff game tonight,” the Canadiens’ Paul Byron said 
after the game. 

It certainly did with a sellout crowd of 21,105. 

David Savard, Cole Caufield, Byron and Christian Dvorak (empty-netter) 
scored for the Canadiens, while Auston Matthews and William Nylander 
replied for the Leafs. Matthews gave the Leafs a 1-0 lead only 36 
seconds into the game, but the Canadiens and their fans never gave up 
in what was an entertaining and loud night at the Bell Centre. 

“Incredible,” Byron said about the atmosphere in the arena. “Can’t say 
enough about the fans and the support we get here. We know it’s been a 
long season, we haven’t been our best. To be where we’re at in the 
standings to come out night in, night out and have that kind of energy 
and atmosphere is incredible. It’s a testament to how good the Montreal 
fans are here. We’re truly lucky to be able to play in this building night in 
and night out.” 

St. Louis loved playing in Montreal during his Hall of Fame career and 
said Saturday at the Bell Centre is “an awesome night.” 

“It’s always special to beat the good teams,” St. Louis said. “As a player I 
loved winning. As a coach I love winning probably a little bit even more. 
It’s a great feeling to be in this league again. I’m a coach now and you 
can’t duplicate that feeling you have on the bench before the game. The 
preparation, even the tough losses. You’re not going to win them all and 
you appreciate everything that comes with it. Whether it’s a tough loss or 
a great win. As a player people ask me: ‘What’s your favourite memory?’ 
I don’t really have a memory about my favourite moment. To me it’s the 
whole journey and I feel like as a coach it’s going to be the same.” 

The Canadiens now have a 10-7-3 record since St. Louis took over from 
Ducharme. 

Allen has a 2-1-2 record in the five games he has played since returning 
from a lower-body injury that sidelined him for more than a month. In 
those five games, Allen has allowed 14 goals on 204 shots for a .931 
save percentage. 

“I said to myself I want to come back and I didn’t want to be a reason that 
this thing slipped,” Allen said. “I wanted to come back and really be a 
contributor and a leader here. These guys right now make me excited for 
every game to play, even though we’re out of the playoffs and we’re in 
last place. It doesn’t really matter. Right now we’re playing for a lot more 
than that.” 

The Canadiens actually moved out of last place with Saturday’s win, 
going two points ahead of the Arizona Coyotes. 

Young forwards Caufield and Nick Suzuki continue to shine under St. 
Louis. Caufield now has 13 goals in 20 games with the new coach, while 
Suzuki picked up two more assists against the Leafs, giving him 9-13-22 
totals with St. Louis behind the bench. Young defenceman Alexander 
Romanov logged a team-high 27:16 of ice time against the Leafs and 
finished plus-2. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 27, 2022 

 

“I think I can see the ceiling for a lot of these guys,” Allen said when 
asked about his young teammates. “I understand what they’re capable 
of. I think that I have a good grasp of that. But I think it’s more of the 
details of the game … it makes me that much more excited to play. 

“I think a lot of that stuff was missing in the first half (of the season),” the 
goalie added. “Respect for the game, taking care of the puck in the right 
situation at the right time, blocking shots. Just doing the right thing with 
the puck and commit yourself to the team. It’s night-and-day difference 
right now.” 

Thankfully for the Leafs they won’t have to worry about the Canadiens 
this year as they look to win a first-round playoff series for the first time 
since 2004. 
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Canadiens out of playoffs, but beating Leafs at home always feels good 

David Savard, Cole Caufield, Paul Byron and Christian Dvorak scored for 
Montreal in the 4-2 win. 

 

Stu Cowan 

Montreal Gazette 
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The Bell Centre has not been a happy home for the Canadiens for much 
of this season. 

It became a lot more joyful Saturday night in front of only the third sellout 
crowd of the season (21,105). 

The Canadiens got goals from David Savard, Cole Caufield, Paul Byron 
and Christian Dvorak (empty-netter) to beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-2 
on Hockey Night in Canada. Jake Allen was outstanding in goal as the 
Leafs outshot the Canadiens 51-18. 

Auston Matthews and William Nylander scored for the Leafs. 

The Canadiens (18-37-10) have been officially eliminated from the 
playoffs, but beating the Leafs at home on a Saturday night will always 
be special — even when Toronto (40-19-5) is still 39 points ahead of 
Montreal in the standings. 

The win moved the Canadiens out of last place in the NHL standings — 
two points ahead of the Arizona Coyotes — and improved their home 
record to 10-19-4. The only team in the NHL with a worse home record is 
the Coyotes (9-22-1). 

Last season, when the Canadiens advanced to the Stanley Cup final, 
they only had a 13-11-4 record at the Bell Centre during the regular 
season. The previous season, their home record was 14-17-6. 

So, over the last three seasons, the Canadiens are 36-48-14 at the Bell 
Centre. 

Long gone are the glory days when the Canadiens would totally 
dominate on home ice at the old Forum. When Montreal won four 
consecutive Stanley Cups from 1976-79, they only lost 14 regular-season 
home games during that span — and only one in 1976-77 when they 
went 33-1-6 at the Forum. Their overall regular-season record for those 
four seasons at the Forum was 126-14-20. 

“I think it’s important to be good, period, whether you’re on the road or at 
home,” Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis said after a practice 
earlier this week. “I think at home you have the energy from your crowd. 

“I want teams that come in this building and know it’s going to be a hard 
game,” he added. “But I also want to go in other team’s building and 
know it’s going to be a hard game, too, to play us. Do you have an 
advantage at home? Absolutely. You have the last change, you can 
dictate a little more. But I think overall it’s important just to be a tough 
team to play against no matter what.” 

The Canadiens have a 10-7-3 record since St. Louis took over from 
Dominique Ducharme and are 5-5-3 at the Bell Centre with their new 
head coach. They have become a tough team to play against since St. 
Louis took charge. 

Shortly after the puck dropped to start Saturday night’s game there was a 
loud “Go Leafs Go!” chant with a large contingent of Toronto fans in 
town. Montreal fans were able to drown them out with a “Go Habs Go!” 
chant. 

Only 36 seconds into the game, Matthews had the Toronto fans 
celebrating when he scored his 47th goal of the season, matching his 
career high set in 2019-20. Matthews has 18 games left to try and break 
the Leafs’ single-season record for goals set by Rick Vaive in 1981-82 
when he had 54. 

The Leafs outshot the Canadiens 12-3 in the first period, but the score 
remained 1-0 at the intermission thanks to Allen. 

A loud “Go Habs Go!” chant started just over three minutes into the 
second period and seconds later Dvorak appeared to tie the game when 
he scored. But a video review ruled the play was offside and the goal 
didn’t count. 

Defenceman David Savard did tie the game when he scored on a 
beautiful setup from Laurent Dauphin at 9:44 and Cole Caufield gave the 
Canadiens the lead when he scored a power-play goal on a wicked wrist 
shot at 18:08. It was Caufield’s 14th goal of the season and his 13th in 20 
games since St. Louis took over. 

Caufield celebrated his goal in front of a fan wearing a Leafs sweater in 
the first row behind the glass who was giving him a thumbs-down. 

The shots were 27-15 for the Leafs after two periods, but the Canadiens 
had the lead going into the third. The Canadiens were also missing 
forwards Michael Pezzetta and Tyler Pitlick, who suffered upper-body 
injuries and remained in the locker room. 

Nylander tied it up for the Leafs when he scored a power-play goal at 
7:33 of the third period, but the Canadiens kept battling despite being 
down two players and also missing assistant coach Luke Richardson, 
who was placed in COVID-19 protocol earlier in the day. Byron scored 
the winning goal at 17:32 before Dvorak added his empty-netter at 19:37 
to send Canadiens fans home happy. 

St. Louis still has a lot of work ahead of him turning this Canadiens team 
around, but he has done a remarkable job so far. 

A win at home on a Saturday night against Toronto is another big step. 

Ylönen called up: It was announced after the game that Pezzetta and 
Pitlick won’t travel with the Canadiens to New Jersey, where they will 
face the Devils Sunday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 
Jesse Ylönen has been called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. 
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Canadiens prospect makes it to NCAA regional hockey finals 

Seventh-round draft pick Brett Stapley plays for the Denver Pioneers, 
who will will face Minnesota State in the Frozen Four semifinals on April 
7 in Boston. 
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There will be at least one Canadiens prospect playing in the NCAA 
Frozen Four. 

Brett Stapley, who was a seventh-round draft pick for Montreal in 2018, is 
a top-six forward with the No. 3 Denver Pioneers that won the West 
Regional on Saturday with a 2-1 win over Minnesota-Duluth in Loveland, 
Colo. 

Carter Savoie scored at 13:44 of the third period to snap a 1-1 tie. 
Minnesota-Duluth was outshot 10-2 in the first period, but took the lead 
on a goal by Darian Gotz. Cole Guttman got that one back before the 
period was over. 

Denver will face No. 1 Minnesota State in the Frozen Four semifinals on 
April 7 in Boston. Minnesota State edged No. 9 Notre Dame 1-0 as 
Dryden McKay made 22 saves for his 34th career shutout. He’s No. 1 on 
the all-time shutout list. No. 2 is former NHLer Ryan Miller with 26. 

The other two spots in the Frozen Four will be decided Sunday. 

Ty Smilanic, whose rights were acquired from Florida in the Ben Chiarot 
trade, will be in action with No. 8 Quinnipiac against No. 2 Michigan in 
the Midwest Regional in Allentown, Pa. 

The Northeast Regional final at Worcester matches No. 4 Western 
Michigan against No. 5 Minnesota. 
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Canadiens' Luke Richardson enters NHL COVID-19 protocol 

Saturday was also the assistant coach's 53rd birthday. 
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The Canadiens announced shortly before Saturday night’s game at the 
Bell Centre against the Toronto Maple Leafs that assistant coach Luke 
Richardson has been placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list and 
will follow the guidelines set by the league. 

Fellow assistant coach Alex Burrows took Richardson’s spot handling the 
defence behind the bench for the game against the Leafs. 

Saturday was also Richardson’s 53rd birthday. 

Richardson is the first member of the Canadiens to go on the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol list since defenceman Corey Schueneman on Feb. 
19. 
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Canadiens sign defenceman Jordan Harris to NHL entry-level contract 

Was selected in third round of 2018 NHL Draft and was named best 
defenceman this season in Hockey East Conference while with 
Northeastern. 
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The Canadiens announced Saturday afternoon they have agreed to 
terms on a two-year, NHL entry-level contract with defenceman Jordan 
Harris for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 seasons. 

Montreal selected Harris in the third round (71st overall) of the 2018 NHL 
Draft and he just completed his fourth and final season at Northeastern 
University, where he was team captain. In 39 games this season with 
Northeastern, the 5-foot-11, 185-pounder had 5-15-20 totals and was 
plus-11. 

The new contract will pay Harris US$750,000 per season in the NHL and 
contains signing bonuses of $92,500 each year. The deal also has 
performance bonuses in the second year up to a maximum of 
US$425,000. Harris will earn US$70,000 per season if he plays with the 
AHL’s Laval Rocket. 

Harris will wear No. 54 with the Canadiens. The only other players to 
ever wear that number for the Canadiens are Patrick Traverse (2001-03), 
Mikhail Grabovski (2008) and Charles Hudon (2016-20). 

The 21-year-old Harris helped Northeastern win the Hockey East 
Conference regular-season championship this year and was named the 
best defenceman in the conference. 

In 129 career games at Northeastern, Harris had 15-58-73 totals. His 
university hockey career ended Friday when Northeastern lost 2-1 in 
overtime to Western Michigan in the first round of the NCAA tournament 
in Worcester, Mass. 

The native of Haverhill, Mass., was coached in youth hockey by 
Canadiens GM Kent Hughes. Harris had the option of not signing with 
the Canadiens and waiting until Aug. 1, when he could have become an 
unrestricted free agent. 

Harris’s relationship with Hughes certainly helped the Canadiens sign 
him. 

After Saturday night’s 4-2 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs at the Bell 
Centre, head coach Martin St. Louis said he expects Harris to join the 
Canadiens on the team’s upcoming four-game road trip that starts 
Sunday in New Jersey against the Devils, but he wasn’t sure exactly 
when. After playing the Devils, the Canadiens will visit the Florida 
Panthers on Tuesday, the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday. 
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Leafs at Canadiens, March 26, 2022: Five things you should know 

Montreal remains last overall in the NHL standings with 44 points, but 
Toronto is on pace for a playoff berth tied with the Bruins for second 
place in the Atlantic Division. 
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The matchup: This is the third of four meetings this season in the NHL’s 
oldest rivalry and the teams split the first two games. The Leafs were 2-1 
winners at home in the season opener in Toronto on Oct. 13 and Josh 
Anderson scored twice to give the Canadiens a 5-2 win at the Bell Centre 
on Feb. 21. The Canadiens are coming off a 4-3 loss to the Florida 
Panthers on Thursday and remain last overall in the NHL standings with 
44 points. The Leafs edged the New Jersey Devils 3-2 Wednesday and 
are on pace for a playoff berth. They have 85 points and are tied with the 
Boson Bruins for second place in the Atlantic Division. 

Allen has the reins: Goaltender Jake Allen will make his fifth consecutive 
start since he returned after missing more than two months with a groin 
injury. Allen gave up four goals against the Panthers on Thursday, but 
many of his 38 saves came on Grade A chances and he was awarded 
one of the game’s three stars. Allen will likely get the bulk of the work 
while the Canadiens await the return of Carey Price, who has yet to play 
this season. Price is practising with the team, but has been off the ice the 
past three days with a non-COVID illness. 

Is Kallgren the answer? Goaltending has been a major problem for the 
Leafs and the latest saviour is 25-year-old Swede Erik Kallgren, who was 
called up from the Marlies on an emergency loan after Jack Campbell 
suffered a rib injury. There was a lot of excitement when Kallgren had a 
shutout in his NHL debut until someone pointed out the last Leaf to turn 
the trick was Garret Sparks. Kallgren has a 2-1-1 record with a 2.32 
goals-against  average and a .930 save percentage. That puts him well 
ahead of Petr Mrazek, who needed help to forge an 11-6-0 record with a 
3.39 GAA and an .885 save percentage. Mrazek has two years 
remaining on a contract with a $3.8-million cap hit. 

The Nick and Cole show: The Montreal offence continues to run through 
Nick Suzuki and rookie Cole Caufield. Suzuki scored his 18th goal 
Thursday with Caufield supplying the assist. Suzuki leads the Canadiens 
with 47 points. After a slow start, Caufield has been on fire since Martin 
St. Louis replaced Dominique Ducharme. He has 13 goals and 31 points 
with four goals and two assists over the last five games. There could be a 
change on defence. Jeff Petry left Thursday’s game with a lower-body 
injury. If he can’t play, it will provide an opportunity for one of the players 
picked up at the trade deadline — Justin Barron or William Lagesson. 

Leafs boast power: The folks in Toronto are making a case for Auston 
Matthews as the league’s MVP. He leads the race for the Maurice 
“Rocket” Richard Trophy with 46 goals, two more than Leon Draisaitl, 
and Matthews is fifth in the scoring race with with 80 points, 15 behind 
leader Connor McDavid. Matthews is part of a high-powered top line that 
also features Mitch Marner, who has 27 goals and 69 points, and  
Michael Bunting, who is the favourite for rookie of the year honours. He 
leads the rookie scoring race with 49 points. Toronto has the best power 
play in the league with a success rate of 29.3 per cent and it could get 
even better with the addition of Mark Giordano. 
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Top-seeded Concordia women's hockey rout UPEI to earn spot in 
national semifinal 

The Stingers will play the fifth-seeded Saskatchewan Huskies in the 
semifinal game on Saturday at 6 p.m. 
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Rosalie Bégin-Cyr scored a hat trick to lead the top-seeded Concordia 
Stingers to a 7-0 rout of the host UPEI Panthers in the opening round of 
the Cavendish Farms U SPORTS women’s hockey championships in 
Charlottetown. 

The win set up a semifinal matchup Saturday against the fifth-seeded 
Saskatchewan, which blanked Brock 4-0. The semifinal is set to begin at 
6 p.m. 

The other semifinal matches No. 2 University of New Brunswick against 
Nipissing. 

Bégin-Cyr got the Stingers rolling in the first period when she took a 
cross-ice pass from Stéphanie Lemelin and scored a power-play goal. 
She added two more goals in the third period. 

Brigitte Laganière, Stéphanie Lalancette, Maria Manarolis and Audrey 
Belzile also scored in the win, while Emmy Fecteau had two assists. 

Laganière put away the game’s second goal on a redirect 14:37 into the 
second period. About a minute later, Lalancette beat goaltender Camille 
Scherger on a breakaway to make it 3-0 after 40 minutes. The Stingers 
added four more in the final period to close out the  win. 

Alice Philbert faced just 14 shots for the shutout, while Scherger made 25 
saves on 32 shots. 
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Canadiens hit significant sample size under Martin St. Louis, and results 
provide light at end of the tunnel 

 

Arpon Basu 

27/03/2022 

 

It is extremely difficult to properly ascertain what the lowest point of this 
Canadiens season was because there are far too many options to 
choose from. But one that jumps out and is definitely in the top five — or 
maybe the top 10, not sure, but it’s up there — came Dec. 11 in St. 
Louis. 

It was Jake Allen’s return to the city that launched his NHL career. He 
had a significant amount of money on the board to coax a win out of his 
teammates. At that point, Allen was just about the only bright spot on the 
Canadiens, their most consistent player and their only hope on many 
nights of winning a game. 

He couldn’t do it that night. The Canadiens fell to 6-20-3 after losing 4-1 
and not putting up a fight. Again. And after the game, Allen blew off 
steam when asked about the danger of habitual losing for the team’s 
young players. 

“You never want to get to that point,” Allen said. “When you get to that 
point, that’s a really dangerous avenue to go down. Losses are going to 
happen, it doesn’t matter how good your hockey team is. But it depends 
on how you lose, I think, how you play the game, how you respect the 
game. 

“If you lose, you lose, but you know you went down swinging. But yeah, 
obviously it’s tough right now, there’s been a lot of losing lately. We need 
to win here to change the culture a little bit.” 

He didn’t stop there. 

“This is an opportunity right now for a lot of these young guys to come in 
and showcase, this is their chance,” he continued. “That’s the way I look 
at it as well, even though I’ve played 350 games, I still look at this as an 
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opportunity for myself. That’s the way I see it, and I want those guys in 
that locker room to see it that way, too.” 

Remember those words. 

The 20-game mark holds a special significance in an NHL season. It is 
right around that mark when we usually hit U.S. Thanksgiving, a time in 
the season when teams take stock of what they have, what they need 
and where they might end up at the end of the season. Teams that are 
well out of a playoff spot at that point rarely climb back into the race. 

That loss in St. Louis was the Canadiens’ 29th game, but it was after 
their 23rd game that Marc Bergevin was fired as general manager. 

The Canadiens faced the Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday night in what 
was Martin St. Louis’ 20th game as coach. They are 10-7-3 in those 20 
games after beating the Maple Leafs 4-2, a points percentage of .575 
that is third in the Atlantic Division since Feb. 9, the day St. Louis was 
hired. 

Atlantic Division since Feb. 9 

Their 10 wins under St. Louis have come against, chronologically, St. 
Louis (appropriately), the New York Islanders, Toronto, Buffalo, Ottawa, 
Calgary, Edmonton, Philadelphia, Ottawa again and Toronto again. But 
perhaps more importantly, only three of their seven regulation losses in 
those 20 games have been by more than two goals, something that 
happened 22 times in their 45 games under Dominique Ducharme. 

The team is competing, even when it loses. 

Now, not everything is exactly rosy. The Canadiens at five-on-five are 
22nd in Corsi for percentage and 24th in expected goal share over that 
span, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

But if 20 games are normally enough to make a fair evaluation of your 
team at the start of the season, Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes have finally 
gotten an opportunity to properly evaluate this team under St. Louis. The 
underlying numbers might be problematic, but the overall rise in 
competitiveness is vital to that evaluation. No one wants players who 
don’t care, and the Canadiens were playing as though they didn’t care, 
as Allen so eloquently expressed in St. Louis back on Dec. 11. 

“As we headed into the break, the team, our energy level, the effort had 
dipped, and it was becoming increasingly harder to evaluate people in 
that situation. So, trying to create a new environment where we can see 
guys, hopefully closer to their level was something that we talked about a 
lot,” Gorton said the day St. Louis was hired. “That would be a side 
benefit, in my opinion, kind of a collateral benefit that players are 
performing more to their potential and we’re able to evaluate them. But 
the primary reason he’s here is not for us to evaluate hockey players. 
The primary reason he’s here is to help us move the organization 
forward.” 

Forget for a moment that Cole Caufield is the league’s top rookie scorer 
since Feb. 9 and is second among rookie forwards (to Lucas Raymond) 
in average ice time since then. Or that Caufield is 25th in NHL scoring 
over that span, tied with Aleksander Barkov, with 24 points in 20 games 
and Nick Suzuki is 32nd with 22 points. Gorton and Hughes had to have 
some idea these two would be important pieces, it just feels reassuring to 
have it confirmed. 

It’s also good to see some swagger. 

LOL pic.twitter.com/OgFutYOlMv 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) March 27, 2022 

But the case of someone like Christian Dvorak is more complicated. 

He played between Paul Byron and Joel Armia on Saturday and spent 
the bulk of his ice time facing either Auston Matthews or John Tavares. 
Dvorak’s first half of the season was an utter disaster, but his track 
record in Arizona suggested he was not nearly that bad of a player. It 
was the environment, the culture Allen talked about in St. Louis, that was 

making Dvorak’s transition to a new conference and new team that much 
more difficult. 

“It’s always hard coming in from a trade, going to a new team, new 
system,” Byron said. “We know our team wasn’t playing well at the start 
of the year. Then he comes back from an injury, and I think he’s playing 
some really good hockey for our team. I feel the more he practices with 
us, the more he’s around the team, the more he’ll continue to evolve and 
get better. He’s still a pretty young player, so he’s got a lot of good 
hockey ahead of him.” 

After Suzuki, it wasn’t that clear who the second-line centre on this team 
would be next season because Dvorak was struggling so badly. And it 
still might not be clear. But Dvorak is at least showing he should be a 
candidate. 

“The first thing you notice is his faceoffs, I feel like when you’re playing 
on his line you end up playing with a lot more possession,” Byron said. 
“He’s strong on his draws, wins his battles. And then he’s just someone 
who’s always really well-positioned around the ice. He goes to good 
support areas. It just seems like every time you get a puck you can kind 
of see him, he’s always getting open for you. As a centre, that’s a really 
big role that he plays for our team.” 

Dvorak has played five games under St. Louis, so not a huge sample but 
enough of one for the new coach to have an impression of what kind of 
player he has. Now, it should be noted that St. Louis has made it a point 
to find the positive in all his players, at least publicly, so his comments 
should be taken with a grain of salt. But he’s been happy with Dvorak so 
far. 

“I feel he’s gotten better every game. I thought tonight he was really 
good,” St. Louis said. 

“He takes a lot of important faceoffs, kills penalties, plays the power play. 
He kind of plays a big role in many different parts of the game, and I think 
he’s just going to keep getting better the more games he plays.” 

This is not so much about Dvorak as it is about the evaluation process 
and the important role winning and competitiveness play in that process. 
The Canadiens under St. Louis face many of the same challenges the 
Canadiens faced under Ducharme. Carey Price and Shea Weber are still 
not playing. Injuries continue piling up. The trade deadline further 
decimated the lineup. The Canadiens played William Lagesson, Chris 
Wideman and Corey Schueneman on defence Saturday and won. Sure, 
Allen, with 49 saves, was the biggest reason that happened, but wins are 
important, competitiveness is important and the Canadiens are 
competing despite the poor underlying numbers and despite all the 
challenges. 

So, about Jake Allen. 

The same guy who was so disappointed in his teammates back in St. 
Louis, the guy who said the Canadiens needed more effort from 
everyone, that his teammates needed to respect the game and if they 
were going to lose, they needed to go down swinging. 

He was asked that night about the team’s young players, and he was 
asked about them again Saturday. 

“I can see the ceiling for a lot of these guys, I understand what they’re 
capable of. I think I have a good grasp of that,” Allen said. “But I think it’s 
more of the details of the game where it makes me that much more 
excited to play. I think a lot of that stuff was missing in the first half, you 
know, respect for the game, taking care of the puck in the right situation, 
the right time, blocking shots, just doing the right thing with the puck and 
committing yourself to the team. It’s a night-and-day difference right 
now.” 

Night-and-day difference. What is the cause of that difference? There are 
several reasons, but the biggest one is obvious. It is Martin St. Louis and 
how he has almost single-handedly changed the meaning of this lost 
season and made it not entirely lost. There was nothing for this team to 
gain with the way it was playing over the first half of the season. But now 
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Suzuki and Caufield are thriving, the Canadiens are playing competitive 
games with high-leverage situations, and the new management team can 
finally get a more accurate view of what it has. 

And that importance was best communicated by the goalie who was flat-
out disgusted with what he was seeing back on Dec. 11. 

“These guys, right now, make me excited for every game to play,” Allen 
said. “Even though we’re out of the playoffs and in last place, it doesn’t 
really matter right now. 

“We’re playing for a lot more than that.” 
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NHL style power rankings: Floral patterns and brighter colors. Spring has 
sprung on player fashion 

 

Sara Civian 

26/03/2022 

 

The weather is getting warmer, the sun is setting later and our collective 
serotonin is returning. 

This, of course, is evident in the past two weeks of NHL fashion. Players 
are getting lighter, brighter, floraly and suspendery, and we at The 
Athletic’s NHL Style Power Rankings are thrilled about it. 

There have also been some tasteful entrances and exits in light of the 
trade deadline — who knew there’d be a fashion storyline with all the 
trades. But there was, and we’ve been on it. 

Let’s get into a particularly strong edition of the style rankings. 

Honorable mention: Yes, I’m aware that David Pastrnak got a hat trick 
after wearing this ensemble. 

Zero surprise this guy ended up getting a hat trick 
pic.twitter.com/L0oJ9WP0lu 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) March 25, 2022 

Yes, I believe the two are directly correlated. Yes, the King stays King. 
But the rules are the rules, and even though we are huge proponents of 
sustainable fashion and outfit repeating here at the ole rankings, outfits 
we’ve already given the stamp of approval on are automatically 
disqualified. Sorry, Pasta. We see you and we love it. 

10. Ian Cole 

Debuting at No. 10 

Dressed to impress   pic.twitter.com/mFxniY4kFT 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 24, 2022 

How it started ➡ how it's going@ICole28 met Lorelai before tonight's 

game and reminded her to always keep smiling   
pic.twitter.com/QEJDhFtA88 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) March 24, 2022 

Cole has been on the style rankings radar for a while now, but he finally 
makes his debut today due to two accessories: The autism awareness 
pin (zoom in) and the missing teeth. 

We already appreciate the solid eye for layering Cole has shown 
throughout the season — especially the nostalgic plaid jacket, dark 

brown tie moment here. It’s even better that he was wearing it to meet his 
new friend, Canes fan and fellow big-smiler Lorelai (story above). 

9. Elvis Merzlikins 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 2 

This fit suspends belief. pic.twitter.com/ZdF9nM9mOF 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) March 17, 2022 

Do the Bruins need to trade for Merzlikins so he and Pastrnak can walk 
into the arena together in these outfits? If I’m GM Don Sweeney, I’m 
making a few calls. 

Nothing like some tasteful suspenders at the beginning of the spring. I 
also feel like the dark sunglasses and hat balance out the playfulness of 
the fit. 

8. Ryan Johansen 

Debuting at No. 8 

This fit deserves its own post pic.twitter.com/t88RaevI5N 

— Nashville Predators (@PredsNHL) March 21, 2022 

OK, clearly I wasn’t sold on this one at first. 

Tell him the next time he borrows a suit from Beetlejuice to at least get it 
fitted   

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) March 22, 2022 

Someone responded to my tweet, though, and it made me think. 

“Not all suits have to be skin tight, Sara!,” said Twitter user 
@bail_bondsman. “Good lazio fit throughout and shoulders look primo.” 

You know what, @bail_bondsman, you’re right. I can appreciate a looser 
fit — or at least I have to try, because I’m starting to sound like the guy 
from “Project X” who told the news anchor she can only come to his next 
party if she wears something tight. 

7. Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 5 

Crew in Carolina. pic.twitter.com/Uee05PEPa4 

— Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) March 22, 2022 

Fashion kings.   pic.twitter.com/e0zodztT5d 

— Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) March 19, 2022 

I love nothing more than a good pocket square, and Bellemare is 
basically cornering the market at this point. I love the power move of the 
green a few days after St. Patrick’s Day, and the even bigger power 
move of the two-tone green. The second fit might be in contention for “Fit 
of the Year.” 

The second picture also reminds me that Mathieu Joseph was traded to 
the Senators. Senators social team, if you’re reading this, don’t screw 
this up. We need the Joseph pre-game outfit content to continue at a 
respectable rate. Thank you. 

6. Marc-Andre Fleury 

Debuting at No. 6 

❄ Flurries   Fleury   

Minnesota pic.twitter.com/52otolFv9Y 

— Minnesota Wild (@mnwild) March 21, 2022 
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What do they say about first impressions? Oh yeah, they’re sort of 
important. 

Fleury’s pristine reputation precedes him, as does his smile, but I love 
the outfit choice as he headed to his new team. It’s not too fancy or 
crazy, and I love the muted black underneath the navy blue for this 
moment. It shows he’s not here to take over the vibe or steal anyone’s 
show, but at the same time, he still knows how to put together an outfit. 

And with debut hair like that, he’s just about ready to enter the Minnesota 
high school hockey hair competition. 

5. Ryan Reaves 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 2 

Once again: Reavo understood the assignment. 
pic.twitter.com/mFFDStLENv 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) March 17, 2022 

Part II. pic.twitter.com/SKibw3XkIa 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) March 20, 2022 

Speaking of blending in, here’s Ryan Reaves in a shamrock tie. Hah. 

Reaves has shown throughout the season that he’s the king of playing 
into a theme while still making it fashion, and while the tie and the socks 
here were sort of pushing it, we’ll allow it because he somehow had the 
green suit laying around to match. Impressive stuff. He wasn’t done 
getting looks off after that, either. A few days later he rolled up to PNC 
Arena in this pink-ish/light red suit, dark red tie combo — absolutely 
stunning, and that combination will pop up again later in the rankings. 

4. Maxime Comtois 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 8 

Fresh fits#FlyTogether pic.twitter.com/2gKhoPErQf 

— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) March 19, 2022 

Comtois is making his second all-time style rankings appearance today. 
There’s a few obvious names that come to mind when you think about 
fashionable NHL players, Max Comtois was never one I thought of before 
I started doing these, but at this point I like checking in on the Ducks 
account to see what he and Trevor Zegras are wearing.  I love this look 
for the beginning of spring, the cobalt tie and shoes really polish 
everything off. 

Someone needs to upgrade him from the Lululemon tote, though. 

3. Anthony Duclair 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 7 

You can (politely) disagree with any of my picks at any time — I love the 
debates in the comments. But you can’t say I don’t put effort into these 
style rankings. I’m glad I took the time to actually watch this video, if I 
hadn’t I would have missed this absolute perfection of a look from 
Duclair. 

We mentioned pink and red above with Reaves. Duclair takes the color 
scheme to another level with the three-piece suit. I’m dying to see the 
shoes, but the red pants, tie and vest paired with the striped pink jacket is 
enough for a top-three ranking. Pink and red are often avoided together 
because it’s so easy to mess up, and it looks really bad when you mess it 
up. Reaves managed to pull it off via simplicity. Duclair took some risks 
and gets bonus points for difficulty. 

2. Quinton Byfield 

Debuting at No. 2 

Off to Vegas  @Delta | #KingsOfTheSky pic.twitter.com/R7j2ddAF0m 

— LA Kings (@LAKings) March 18, 2022 

What a style rankings debut here from Byfield. I literally stopped what I 
was doing when this came across my Twitter feed. It’s floral szn, baby, 
and if Pastrnak kicked it off, Byfield is keeping it going. I love that the 
flowers are blue, I love that they’re bigger and look more like something 
that would be on a tattoo sleeve or a mural than the smaller pattern style 
of floral. I also love the plaid backdrop of the whole suit and the detailing 
on the inseam. And as someone who just got her first pair of glasses, I 
have a new appreciation for bringing the specs into the whole look — the 
gold is killer, here. 

Keep it up! 

1. Braden Holtby 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 9 

Good to see you, #HoltBeast pic.twitter.com/bRBAoN3fw7 

— Washington Capitals (@Capitals) March 20, 2022 

We were just discussing the power of pocket squares. As if we were 
expecting anything less, but what a classy return to Capital One arena for 
Braden Holtby. This was the perfect outfit for it, especially knowing how 
much he’d be photographed and how all eyes would be on him. It’s true 
to his style with the three-piece suit, which might’ve come off as trying 
too hard if someone was doing it for the first time just for this moment. 
There’s nothing crazy going on other than his trademark three pieces, 
and it all paints a canvas for the main event. 

The red pocket square is a perfect homage to the old team that obviously 
means so much to him. It’s thoughtful, but it’s bold when it has to be — 
just like him. 

Chef’s kiss. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Battle of Alberta highlights Saturday's slate 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

11:45 AM BST 

 

We often hear that the NHL has some of the best rivalries in professional 
sports, and there's nothing like a big rivalry matchup when both teams 
are in the playoff mix. As it pertains to the rush to the 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs, one of the matchups we're excited to see this weekend is the 
Edmonton Oilers vs. the Calgary Flames, tonight at 10 ET. 

This will be the final of four Battle of Alberta games this season. The 
Oilers took the first two contests at home (5-2 on Oct. 19 and 5-3 on Jan. 
22), while the Flames bit back 3-1 on March 7 in their first home game of 
the season series. Tonight's contest will again be at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome in Calgary, as the Flames look to extend their lead atop the 
Pacific Division and the Oilers look to move closer to the Los Angeles 
Kings for the No. 2 seed in the division. 

The final score is the ultimate arbiter here, but we'll be closely monitoring 
this one for any extracurricular physicality as well, as these games have 
been (relatively) tame thus far. 
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As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Boston Bruins 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M2 Pittsburgh Penguins vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available on ESPN+ 

New York Islanders at Boston Bruins, 12:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Detroit Red Wings, 12:30 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Vegas Golden Knights, 3:00 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 

Vancouver Canucks at Dallas Stars, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (ESPN+) 

Edmonton Oilers at Calgary Flames, 10 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Washington Capitals 4, Buffalo Sabres 3 (SO) 

New York Rangers 5, Pittsburgh Penguins 1 

Winnipeg Jets 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 3 (OT) 

Colorado Avalanche 6, Philadelphia Flyers 3 

Calgary Flames 4, Arizona Coyotes 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. NYI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 19 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

Buffalo Sabres 
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Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NYR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 12 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: N/A% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. BUF (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 20 

New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 20 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 23 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ WSH (Saturday) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 27, 2022 

 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 20 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 91% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 29 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ VGK (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 83% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 77 
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Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 41% 

Tragic number: 29 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 13% 

Tragic number: 28 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 22 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. ANA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 25 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 12 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 15 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

8. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 64 

Regulation wins: 19 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

12. New York Islanders 

Points: 65 
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Regulation wins: 26 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 29 
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Sportsnet.ca / In best measuring stick yet, Flames produce memorable 
night at the Saddledome 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 27, 2022, 3:01 AM 

 

As endless jerseys with 97 and 29 on the back filed out of the 
Saddledome early, a sold-out C of Red serenaded them with a simple 
plea. 

“We want 10. We want 10,” they chanted. 

Matthew Tkachuk claimed he couldn’t hear them, but said afterward: “We 
wanted ten.” 

Cue the game-day production folks who played Dolly Parton’s 9-to-5, 
reflecting a score that prompted “Oilers Suck” chants while Dillon Dube 
rang one off the post.  

Nine even-strength goals by the hosts in a 9-5 win certainly suggest the 
visitors have work to do if they’re going to give the Flames a run this 
spring in their first potential interprovincial playoff tussle in 31 years. 

However, as the dust settled on one of the most memorable evenings in 
Saddledome lore, it was a save, of all things, that most lads in red saw as 
the difference. 

Clinging to a 6-5 lead three minutes into the third period, the Flames 
were caught on a bad line change that saw Connor McDavid race in with 
two teammates, culminating with a five-bell chance for Evander Kane 
turned aside in spectacular fashion by Jacob Markstrom. 

It was the type of save the Oilers have been so sorely short of since 
losing out on signing Markstrom two summers ago. 

Eighteen seconds later, Elias Lindholm scored his second to put some 
distance between the division-leading Flames and an Oilers team now 11 
points behind. 

“I thought that probably the turning point in the game, or the biggest play 
of the game, was Marky’s save,” said Tkachuk, who moved into fifth in 
NHL scoring with a four-point night. 

“We got the seventh goal right after that. Lots of guys got rewarded 
tonight but I think that play should go down as the winning play for us. A 
great play by a great player.” 

Darryl Sutter agreed, calling the save, “the difference,” before turning to 
the far more obvious heroes on his top line, who combined for 11 points 
one game after being reunited. 

A career-high five assists for Johnny Gaudreau, two goals for Lindholm 
and two more from Tkachuk, who added two helpers and a few thoughts 
for Mike Smith as the game grew testy late. 

“Old teammates and nice to put a couple in there,” smiled Tkachuk, who 
had plenty to say to Smith following a third-period whistle in which the 
goalie took exception to Tkachuk’s late whack. “Just battling right to the 
end. Nobody on their team was really happy towards the end. I’d be 
pretty frustrated too. 

“I thought the craziest part was it was 6-5 and I looked at the clock and 
there was like ten minutes left in the second period.” 

Yes, it was so nuts one wondered if Sutter would send out the guy who 
blows the goal horn to explain this one at the post-game presser. 

Instead, he came out and complained about the penalties that led to 
three of the five Oilers goals 30 minutes in – a surefire way to ensure 
these Oilers are never quite out of a game. 

After scoring the opening goal 32 seconds in, the Oilers had to battle 
back to tie it twice in the first 24 minutes before Leon Draisaitl’s third of 
the night had the Oilers down 6-5. 

“The only thing I didn’t like was all them black hats that got thrown on the 
ice – there must have been a giveaway in Leduc or something,” smiled 
Sutter, adding another classic line to his list of quips. 

Did it remind the Jolly Rancher of the 80’s? 

“Nah, there would have been fights and a lot more hits, for sure,” he 
shrugged. 

The Flames' first sellout since 2020 saw a raucous crowd explode when 
Tkachuk scored the Calgary's fifth goal a mere five minutes into the 
second period, chasing starter Mikko Koskinen from the game. 

Enter Smith, the fiery former Flame who was beaten by Tkachuk minutes 
earlier, prompting a quick word from the Flames forward as he began his 
celebration. 

It only served to stir the fans up even more as the Flames went on to 
even the season series 2-2. 

“You could hear the Calgary fans more than the Edmonton fans tonight – 
sometimes when they come in they get the Oilers chants going early, and 
they did tonight when they made it 1-0,” said Tkachuk. 

“They were great and energetic right until the last second. Pretty cool 
when you get a standing ovation with a minute or two to play there.” 

Touted as the best measuring stick yet between two of the hottest teams 
in the NHL, the Oilers came in with all of their regulars, as well as 
deadline additions Derick Brassard and Brett Kulak. 

Brassard’s early goal kickstarted a scoring frenzy that saw the Battle of 
Alberta finish one-goal short of the record for snipes in a game. 

Had the Flames given the Oilers any more than the five power plays, the 
scoring record might have been in jeopardy, as the only thing keeping the 
Oilers in this one was the man advantage. 

On a night full of crazy stats, all three members of the Flames’ top line 
finished plus-4, while Noah Hanifin finished plus-5 in his 500th NHL 
game, making him the fifth-youngest defenceman in NHL history to hit 
the milestone for games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Keefe dissatisfied with Nylander’s play: 
‘Things have been piling up’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 27, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

MONTREAL – William Nylander did not hesitate to pinpoint precisely 
where a dominant Toronto Maple Leafs performance — and a very 
bankable two points — got away. 

His team was caving in the 32nd-ranked Montreal Canadiens. Auston 
Matthews had scored 36 seconds in. A rambunctious Bell Centre was 
quieting by the shift. The deadline-depleted and injury-riddled Habs had 
hardly sniffed the puck. 

Then, halfway through the second period, stay-at-home defenceman 
David Savard activated from the point, blew past a lackadaisical 
Nylander untouched, drove the crease and converted a pretty cross-ice 
feed from Laurent Dauphin. 

The strike tied a game that had no business being tied and injected life 
into a faithful fan base looking for a reason to cheer on a mathematically 
eliminated bunch that won’t quit. 

Nylander recognized the gaffe for what it was: lack of effort. 

“I had a mistake on the backcheck. Didn’t backcheck all the way,” 
Nylander owned, following Saturday’s 4-2 loss. “That's a big factor. I 
gotta be there to stop the momentum.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe treated the blunder as the last straw. He split 
Nylander from second-line centre John Tavares, a combination that has 
continually and confoundingly failed to equal its $17 million worth of 
parts. 

“It's tough,” Keefe said of the Nylander’s missed assignment. “I mean, 
defensively, I don't know if we can play much better than that. Just how 
we controlled play, how we controlled the neutral zone — not a lot 
happening. That's a tough one to give up.  

“But to me that was the third or fourth play like that for Will. And that’s 
why it was time [to split Nylander and Tavares]. Things have been piling 
up for that line for a while. So, it was overdue.” 

In general, is Keefe satisfied with Nylander’s play of late? 

“No. Not close,” the coach replied. 

Another follow-up question was shot down.  

“I don’t need to pile on Will here,” Keefe said. “He knows what makes him 
great, and he knows what he needs to get back to.” 

The very foundation of the Maple Leafs’ success is built on a one-two 
offensive punch from the Core Four. Yet when Tavares and Nylander 
share ice at even-strength, the Maple Leafs have been outscored 45-36 
this season. 

Chemistry is on hold on Line 2, and time is running out to find it. 

It’s a perplexing truth when you consider the individual talents involved, 
and an issue that has been masked by a dominant power play and one of 
the most frightening top lines in hockey. 

Keefe argued that his middle-six had more pop once he demoted 
Nylander alongside checking centre David Kämpf and elevated 
speedster Ilya Mikheyev.  

“He was on top of the puck today. He was really skating,” Keefe said. 
“So, it made it easier for me to make that switch of the line, get him up 
with John.” 

Last time Keefe’s Leafs rolled through Montreal, the cellar-dwelling 
Canadiens rolled right over them. 

“Those are always games you keep in the back of your head,” Matthews 
said prior to the rematch. “We didn't come out with much of a purpose 
that game, and they had a lot of fun. We get another crack at them here.” 

While Toronto’s crack was much more forceful this time around, the 
result was the same: two important points left unclaimed against a team 
playing for pride. 

“They are a team that's playing with a lot of confidence," Jason Spezza 
said. "Marty [St. Louis] has got them playing free hockey. They check 
hard now. Those are dangerous teams to play against." 

The Leafs woke up in second place in Atlantic Division. They fell asleep 
in fourth. 

Small mistakes matter. 

Thing is, the Leafs outshot Montreal 51-18, dishing the Habs their worst 
shot differential (minus-33) at home in franchise history. 

They played well enough to win, but Jake Allen was superb, and the 
Canadiens hung around long enough to seize on a few mistakes. 

“I’ll take that game 82 times,” Keefe said. 

Matthews kept his pursuit of 50 humming in the first shift, wiring his NHL-
best 47th goal past Allen. Wingmen Mitch Marner (70 points) and 
Michael Bunting (50 points) collected benchmark stats with assists on the 
sequence.  

“I didn't come in this year thinking I'd be producing like this. I just really 
wanted to help this team. Individual success is a good thing, too. So, I'm 
happy with my season. I just kinda hope I can keep it rolling,” said 
Bunting, unsure why the bulk of his points have arrived away from 
Scotiabank Arena. 

“It's funny. My dad actually texted me, saying, ‘Oh, you're going back on 
the road. That's good.’ ” 

Building on momentum from the Savard goal, Cole Caufield sniped a 
beauty on the power play, giving the home side the lead. The barn 
erupted about as loud as one can when it houses the first team to be 
mathematically eliminated from the postseason. 

That’s not a dig. That’s a compliment to a city smart enough to recognize 
a reset and still turn out in rowdy droves to appreciate a strong effort on a 
Saturday night. 

The Leafs stuck with it, and — guess who? — Nylander knotted the 
game 2-2 with a power play strike of his own. 

Halfway through the third, as tensions swelled and the Leafs controlled 
play, the Bell Centre did The Wave. 

Partying like they already knew what was coming. 

Paul Byron played the role of hero, looking pass but sniping the winner 
five-hole on a broken play that resulted in an odd-man rush. 

Christian Dvorak tacked on an empty-netter. 

Sometimes, winning the night can be satisfaction enough. 

“It's one of the best places to play the NHL,” Keefe said. “If you're on the 
road, it's an incredible environment, great atmosphere. Coming in with 
the Leafs, even more so.” 

Indeed, the atmosphere was incredible. 

The Leafs should hope for the same Sunday as they host the mighty 
Florida Panthers in the second half of this back-to-back. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 27, 2022 

 

Petr Mrazek starts in net for Toronto. 

We’ll be watching to see which line Nylander starts on. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Kyle Dubas inked prospect Nick Abruzzese to his two-year entry-level 
deal Saturday. Next up: Get Matthew Knies to commit. 

The playmaker Abruzzese, 22, was a point per game for Team USA at 
the Olympics and recorded 33 points in 28 games as a sophomore with 
Harvard this season. Dubas has been saving a roster spot to give him an 
NHL peek in April. 

“He's a really, really good hockey player. He's got dynamic skills. Super 
good with the puck. He's got an elite brain, and he’s a really good 
offensive player,” says fellow Harvard man Alexander Kerfoot. 

“The other thing you notice is just his hunger. He wants to get better. He 
wants to be the best player on the ice every night.” 

• Liljegren is getting time on the second power-play unit, but Keefe says 
the two-defencemen formation is more about having security when the 
two minutes drains and 5-on-5 play resumes. If PP2 hops the boards with 
plenty of time 5-on-4, the coach will still roll four forwards. 

• “O Canada” was sung in French, English and Cree — a trilingual, one-
anthem game. 

• Injury roundup: Ondrej Kase has yet to skate with the club since taking 
a blow to the head from Matt Duchene on March 19 in Nashville. “There's 
no real update,” Keefe said. “In fact, I haven't even heard much on him 
other than he's not going to be available this week.” 

Jack Campbell (rib) has been ramping up his workload. The No. 1 goalie 
will travel with the Leafs to Boston Tuesday and could be available 
Thursday versus Winnipeg at the earliest. If not, bet on the first week of 
April. 

Rasmus Sandin (knee) has begun working out in the gym but has not 
been on the ice. He’s still weeks away. “His spirit is pretty good. He’s 
been unlucky this year with injuries,” says friend Timothy Liljegren. “He 
always brings a smile to the rink. He’ll get through it.” 

• Quote of the Day.  

“He's very calm, cool, and collected. Shelly doesn't show a lot of emotion, 
which I think is good for a goaltender — especially in Toronto.” —Michael 
Bunting on Erik Källgren 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unbelievable penalty kill emblematic of Canucks' crazy 
push for the playoffs 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

March 27, 2022, 2:05 AM 

 

After Thatcher Demko made his biggest save this season, his mom, 
Danielle, was caught on camera inside the rink in Dallas exclaiming what 
everyone else was thinking: “Oh, my god.” 

With just over eight minutes remaining and the Vancouver Canucks 
clinging to a 2-1 lead against the Stars in a game the Canadian visitors 
had to have to keep their playoff fantasy going, Demko looked beaten on 
a rebound but reached back with his right pad and elevated it, like a 
scorpion’s tail, just enough to rob Dallas defenceman Esa Lindell of a 
tying goal during a frantic power play. 

Twelve seconds later, with Demko now lunging around without a stick, 
Jason Robertson missed the net point-blank. Another dozen ticks later, 
Lindell had an open net and the puck again and somehow pushed his 
shot against the post while bothered from behind by Canuck Elias 
Pettersson. 

Then there were two more stickless saves by Demko on Robertson. 

Demko later described the sequence as “chaos.” 

Sportsnet play-by-play announcer John Shorthouse had another 
description, in real-time: “This is crazy.” 

It was. There is no way the short-handed Canucks should have survived 
those 40 seconds of chaos. But they did. 

And when Bo Horvat scored into an empty-net a little while later, followed 
by J.T. Miller’s last-minute goal, the Canucks had beaten the Stars 4-1 to 
inch within two points of Dallas and three points of the final playoff spot in 
the NHL’s Western Conference. 

Including a road win Wednesday against the Colorado Avalanche and an 
overtime loss Thursday against the Minnesota Wild, the Canucks have 
taken five out of six points against powerful teams whose home-ice 
records are an aggregate 69-20-5. 

And they’ve done this right after a discouraging 2-3-2 homestand in 
which the Canucks lost five of the final six games and looked spent after 
their months-long mission of desperation to somehow save their season 
following a 6-14-2 start. 

This is crazy. 

The Canucks are 24-11-7 since Bruce Boudreau became coach on Dec. 
5. The whole thing is crazy. 

They have survived against odds, which are still overwhelmingly against 
them making the playoffs, for nearly four months. So those 40 seconds 
on Saturday night in Dallas? Well, maybe they just figure. These are the 
Canucks. 

“Chaos, I don't know,” Demko said, five of his 36 saves coming during 
that late penalty kill. “We got a good bounce off the post there (from 
Lindell). A little bit of luck. Everyone's just battling, just trying to keep the 
puck out of the net.” 

A little later, Demko, whose mental strength mirrors what the Canucks 
have shown, said: “The outcome's not really in your control. You can just 
focus on each individual moment, each shot and each chance against, 
and kind of take it from there.” 

The Canucks have had an endless string of these big moments. On 
Saturday, these included Pettersson, who tied the game 1-1 at 15:25 of 
the second period, recognizing it was a forward he was skating one-on-
one against when he backed up Joe Pavelski and then shot through the 
Star’s legs with a laser that beat Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger at 1:15 of 
the final period. 

It included Demko stopping Vladislav Namestnikov on a breakaway right 
after that, and Luke Glendening on another breakaway late in the second 
period. 

“When he's like that, the confidence on the bench and behind the bench 
is great,” Boudreau said. “You just don't think that anything's going to get 
in on him. And that's what great goaltending gives everybody ... the 
confidence to know that even if you make a mistake, he's going to be 
there to back you up.” 

But it took more than Demko to survive that sequence-for-the-ages after 
Brock Boeser was penalized for hooking at 10:11 of the third period. 

“I just kept waiting for it to go in the net, quite frankly,” Boudreau said. 
“I've never seen so many open nets a team miss in succession. I mean, 
Demmer was great, making great saves. But they did have some looks 
with no Demmer in the net. So when that happened, I thought: Okay, 
karma is with us tonight; we're going to sneak this one out.” 
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Danielle Demko might agree. 

Thatcher said his mom just moved from San Diego to Austin, Texas, for 
work about two weeks ago. 

“She's going through a big, big moment in life,” the Canuck said. “They're 
moving away from San Diego and I felt like I was so far away, I couldn't 
really help her out. So it was nice to see her. We had a day off yesterday, 
so we were able to grab some coffee and dinner last night and walk 
around downtown a little bit and just get some good time together. So it 
was good to see her. Glad we got the win for her.” 

The Canucks finish their four-game road trip Monday against another 
formidable opponent, the St. Louis Blues (home record: 20-9-4). 

When you’ve been chasing a season for as long and from as far back as 
the Canucks have, there aren’t many games that haven’t felt like “must-
wins.” But the regulation victory over Dallas was special. 

“Most definitely,” Pettersson said. “Dallas is a team we're chasing; they're 
ahead of us in the standings. I mean, every game moving forward, every 
game, every point, matters to us. This road trip has been really good so 
far, so hopefully we can finish it off Monday.” 

They want to keep the craziness going. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers abandon defensive identity, leaving both goalies 
chanceless vs. Flames 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

March 27, 2022, 2:23 AM 

 

CALGARY — It set out to be a game we’d really learn something from. 
One of those nights that would make us salivate even more for that 
plausible Round 2 series, the first Battle of Alberta playoff meeting in 31 
years.  

Could Edmonton, with its full lineup intact and a newly stout defensive 
game, give Calgary everything it could handle in their final meeting of the 
season?  

Would the Flames show Edmonton why the Oilers have spent the season 
in Calgary’s rear-view mirror, righting the season series at two games 
apiece and sailing off into the Pacific sunset?  

Yeah, well….  

The two teams combined for 11 goals inside the first 30 minutes of the 
game — and 14 on the night in a 9-5 Flames win — and we looked at our 
expectations and said, “Well, one out of two ain’t bad.”  

We didn’t learn a damned thing about these two teams on Saturday 
night, as neither played the kind of game that got them here.  

But man, are we salivating for a playoff series now.  

“We played bad. We played poorly,” said Oiler Zach Hyman. “It’s 9-2 at 
even strength. You can’t blame our goalies. We hung them out to dry. It 
was an all-around poor performance.”  

“We went away from the script,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who 
likely didn’t recognize his team on Saturday. “We went away from what 
our game plan was, and we paid the price for it. Nine even-strength 
goals? Not good enough.” 

Edmonton has had good goaltending of late, and been solid defensively 
during a 6-1-1 run. With that in mind, perhaps we did learn something 
after all.  

They’re still a work in progress. A team that can play a winning style, but 
not one to whom it comes naturally.  

And the goaltending? It was poor on this night, but left chanceless by one 
of the worst defensive efforts of the season.  

“You can't give up nine goals — it doesn't matter against who. You're 
never gonna win a game in the NHL if you give up nine,” Leon Draisaitl 
said. “So we can talk all we want — it's not good enough. Top to bottom. 
It starts with me and our leadership group. I'm pretty confident will be 
better (on Monday versus Arizona).”  

As well as Edmonton’s five-on-five game has come along under 
Woodcroft, the Oilers completely abandoned any sort of responsible 
systems play on Saturday night. Their defensive zone was like a 
Southern California interchange, with Oilers players flying every which 
way, without plan or purpose.  

“It’s just disappointing because we didn’t show up,” said Hyman. “We 
didn’t play well, to a man. It’s hard to find someone who had a good 
game. It was just poor all around and we’ll regroup.”  

We learned that, while Edmonton’s power play is much improved with 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins in the lineup (it went three-for-five), the Oilers 
couldn’t come within a country mile of this Flames team at five-on-five. 
Which is how playoff series are won and lost.  

This was even strength men versus power play boys: Calgary outshot the 
Oilers 38-31 on the night, and peppered their goal with 76 attempts. At 
five-on-five, the Flames outshot Edmonton 52-40.  

Draisaitl had three goals and an assist, and was minus-4. That’s not one 
you see very often.  

Somehow, Duncan Keith was plus-1 on a night when Cody Ceci was 
minus-5.  

As former head coach Todd McLellan used to say, the Oilers were “red 
rotten” from top to bottom.  

“It starts with me,” Draisaitl said, on the night he pulled into a tie for the 
league lead in goals with Toronto’s Auston Matthews, at 47. “I have to be 
a lot better and I know our group and myself we will be a lot better.”  

He was nonplussed by the hatty, a strange scene as hats rained down on 
the Saddledome ice. “It doesn't matter,” he said. “You can't lose nine-
whatever.”  

Mikko Koskinen started for Edmonton, and got lit up for five goals on 12 
shots before giving way to Mike Smith. The former Flames netminder, in 
turn, was torched for four in 26 Flames shots, on a night that was not 
friendly to anyone’s saves percentage.  

“I don’t care who was in net tonight,” Hyman said. “There were nine 
even-strength goals. It’s not on our goalies.  

“It’s on us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why the Maple Leafs should bring in 
Matthew Knies soon 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 26, 2022, 8:43 AM 
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A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. It’s been awkward writing for 
Sportsnet ever since my salary-dump trade to IrishDangles.com was 
reversed on a technicality. 

1. Matthew Knies is the reason Josh Ho-Sang is not an NHLer. 

Kyle Dubas thinks so highly of his two prized college prospects, 
Minnesota’s Knies and Harvard’s Nick Abruzzese (who signed his ELC 
Saturday), that he declined to promote any of his AHLers and save a 
couple roster slots for recent draft picks who have made noise south of 
the border. 

With Dubas in the building, freshman Knies delivered a tour de force 
performance in the Gophers' 4-3 comeback overtime win over 
Massachusetts Friday. A big momentum-shifting hit. A game-tying goal. 
And Minnesota advanced to Sunday's Worcester Regional final in the 
NCAA tournament. 

UMass coach Greg Carvel called Knies a "difference-maker" and 
compared his snipe to something from the Auston Matthews arsenal: 

The word on Knies? He’s a can’t-miss prospect coming out of the USHL.  

On draft day, experts projected Knies to be a middle-six power forward. 
Soft hands. Protects the puck well. Drives to the slot. A knack for the 
finish. 

“We wanted to make sure we have some potential space for them. We 
didn’t want to burn the slots on the AHL guys, unfortunately,” Dubas said 
Monday. “We just wanted to keep that option open. We don’t want to put 
pressure on either.” 

Knies is only 19, however. 

Despite the Phoenix native’s 29 points in 30 games for Minnesota this 
season, and despite his strong showing for Team USA at the false-start 
2022 world juniors and Winter Olympic Games, the notion of Knies 
jumping from kids to a critical playoff battle is something. 

That said, it’s almost a certainty that Dubas at least takes a peek at the 
future in the leadup to Game 1 and gauge if he’s an asset who could help 
in May or one that needs to simmer for the future. 

Toronto’s second and fourth lines are far from perfect. A playoff spot is 
on lock. Why not see what you have in the system? 

“No pressure from our end,” said Dubas, diplomatically. 

Knies still needs an entry-level contract, however, and he could still play 
another year in college if he chooses. 

The Leafs don’t want to put the screws to the player yet, knowing Knies 
could delay his signature and become a college free agent down the 
road. 

But why on Earth would Knies not be interested in hitching on for one of 
the most compelling playoff rides? 

2. Has so much excitement and intrigue and drama and turnover and 
controversy ever encircled one team through their first five years of 
existence as the Vegas Golden Knights? 

Maybe the 2021-22 Knights are like the 2016-17 Tampa Bay Lightning — 
too snakebit to succeed. 

Amidst a nine-year run of playoff appearances (and at least three Cup 
final appearances), Tampa missed the dance entirely that season. 

Vegas is far and away the franchise most impacted by man-games lost to 
injury this season. And with the Evgenii Dadonov trade blowing up, it 
can’t squeeze Alec Martinez or Mark Stone into these meaningful games. 

If these Knights go the way of the ’17 Bolts, does impatient owner Bill 
Foley shrug and say, “Ah, well. Not our year”? Or does he take a 
machete to the men under his employ? 

3. Inside Bridgestone Arena last weekend, a spontaneous and 
thunderous “RE! SIGN! FORS! BERG!” chant erupted from the Nashville 
faithful. 

As much as the long-term implications of the Tomas Hertl extension 
concern us, at least the Sharks made a decision. 

Considering the prices rental players went for this week and the power 
imbalance in the West, how badly will it reflect on David Poile if the 
Predators are easy playoff fodder and lose Forsberg for nothing? 

Something to watch. 

Forsberg rates sixth overall in the goal-scoring race (36), is top-15 
leaguewide in points per game (1.23) and is a plus-10. I get why you 
wouldn’t want to part with a franchise talent. 

But ask the New York Islanders how it feels to walk someone of that 
calibre out the door for free. 

4. The Maple Leafs’ special teams have been nothing short of incredible. 

With two short-handed goals Wednesday in their victory over the New 
Jersey Devils, the Leafs lead the league with 10 shorties and minus-18 
goal differential at 4-on-5. 

Add that to the NHL’s most effective power play, and you have a plus-26 
goal differential in odd-man situations, tops in hockey. (Next best are the 
Hurricanes at plus-22. The Blues, Flames, Penguins, Rangers and 
Avalanche also fare favourably here.) 

In other words, Toronto — which added two solid special team players in 
Mark Giordano and Colin Blackwell — will just be hoping for whistles 
come playoff time. 

5. Many fans questioned the waiver rule that permitted the Arizona 
Coyotes to scoop free-agent Harri Säteri from the Maple Leafs on 
deadline day. 

Toronto had done the legwork of recruiting the goaltender and 
negotiating a contract. Säteri surely was intrigued by the opportunity of 
joining a contender and potentially playing his first NHL playoff game. 
Then along rolls Wild Bill Armstrong, who stashes him away to the 
regular-season desert. 

Why NHL clubs must pass European free agent signings through the 
waiver system actually traces back to another Olympic medal–winning, 
frequent-flying Finn. 

In 1986-87, offensive defenceman Reijo Ruotsalainen inked a deal SC 
Bern of the Swiss League, despite being so good he represented the 
New York Rangers at the ’86 all-star game. 

Once Bern’s season had wrapped, Ruotsalainen (and his Paul Coffey–
like stride) signed with the powerhouse Edmonton Oilers, put up eight 
points in 10 regular-season games down the stretch, then another 13 in 
Edmonton’s playoff run to the 1987 Stanley Cup. 

Then bounced back to Europe to maintain his Olympic eligibility. 

He earned the nickname “Rental Rexi.” 

Ruotsalainen joined the Oilers again in late 1990, played meaningful 
minutes in the playoffs and won another ring. He then peaced out to Bern 
and never came back to North America. 

Think of it: The rule-changing Ruotsalainen appeared in just 26 regular-
season games for the Oilers but won two Cups with them. 

The league believed a loophole had been exposed, and cinched that 
sucker shut — much to Dubas’s chagrin three decades later. 

6. You must wonder what was running through Dubas’s mind watching 
brand-new Dallas Stars goalie Scott Wedgewood’s brilliant performance 
Thursday in Carolina. 
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One of the so-called lateral moves that could have altered the Maple 
Leafs crease, Wedgewood put on a show, recording a 44-save shootout 
victory for his new club despite getting outshot 47-15. 

The 29-year-old Brampton, Ont., native turned away all three Canes 
shooters in the skills contest and finished with the most saves by any 
Stars goalie in a debut. Several were of the did-you-just-see-that? 
variety. 

Wedgewood was a cheap rental. He went for a fourth-round pick in 2023. 
His cap hit is an manageable $825,000. (For those prone to snap 
reaction: Wedgewood could’ve been a Leaf.) 

Won’t take many more wins like that for Jim Nill to feel like he got his 
money’s worth. 

7. “They’re face-lickin’ good,” said March Munch Cinnamon Crunch 
spokesman Brad Marchand. “Can I say that? 

“If I can’t, I’m sorry.” 

Sorry not sorry. 

Marchand inked a deal to promote his own breakfast cereal, a Cinnamon 
Toast Crunch knockoff that sells online at a price of $29.99 for two 
boxes. 

Too steep? Well, the first batch of the sugary goods has already sold out, 
and the next round won’t be delivered for about a month. 

A portion of the proceeds benefits Christopher’s Haven, which supports 
housing and recreation for families of children being treated for cancer in 
Boston hospitals. 

Marchand’s partnership is with PLB Sports & Entertainment, the same 
engine behind Doug’s Flutie Flakes. 

“Growing up, as a kid I would see different athletes with their own cereal,” 
Marchand said. “I just never thought it would be me one day. The fact 
that it is my favorite cereal makes this project event sweeter.” 

8. Love that Darryl Sutter booted Calgary goalie coach Jason LaBarbera 
to deal with the post-game media after Tuesday’s 4-3 loss to San Jose. 

Beat reporters typically hear from the head coach — and head coach 
only — after every practice, every morning skate, and every game. 

Teams want one voice representing the whole so us nitpickers don’t pry 
for incongruencies. But it’s refreshing to hear from an assistant, and I’d 
love to see it become normal practice. 

Plus, it gives the bench boss a break from the routine queries. 

We suspect Leafs goalie coach Steve Briere might have some insight 
into the goings-on of Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek the last few 
months. 

9. Curious about some of the clubs who remained quiet at the trade 
deadline. 

The Islanders, Red Wings and Sabres aren’t a Hail Mary pass from the 
playoff picture, yet they stood still while rental players were selling for 
juicy prices. 

To be fair, Steve Yzerman didn’t have much to sell (Marc Staal, Sam 
Gagner, Thomas Greiss and Danny DeKeyser). 

Buffalo had more to offer, but there is a distinct sense – during the 
longest playoff drought in NHL history — that this stretch, while 
meaningless in the standings, does mean something toward carrying 
momentum into 2022-23. 

"This is a place where I want to be. I don't want to keep moving around. I 
want to be somewhere that I love. And I love it here," Vinnie Hinostroza 
told reporters. 

That’s something. 

Not only did Lou Lamoriello’s Islanders not sell, they extended Zach 
Parise and Cal Clutterbuck Monday — a pair of transactions that should 
be as surprising as any. 

Sounds like Lamoriello is treating this season as an aberration and 
believes his veteran group will be right back in the mix next season. I’m 
less convinced. 

10. Justin Holl is the real-life Bubble Boy. 

Pucks, sticks, the Maple Leafs defenceman has taken so many hits to 
the face, he started to consider if he was doing something wrong. 

Was he throwing his mug into vulnerable positions? Was there a way to 
limit the damage? Or was it simply bad luck? 

The tip of Holl’s nose got in the way of a shot follow-through during the 
Heritage Classic and his whole bridge swelled up. He needed to see a 
specialist to determine if his nose was broken. Either way, he’s been 
playing with a full face shield. Something he’s done numerous times. 

So often, he’s used to the fishbowl look. 

“I don't really notice it when I'm out there. I was telling the guys, the worst 
part is yelling and talking because it reverberates inside. But it's not too 
bad, and it'll be off soon,” Holl says. 

“I don't know what the deal is. Once a year I end up in the bubble, and 
somehow I get hit in the face. I try to think about, like, what am I doing 
wrong to put myself in these positions? I don't know.” 

As Holl explains, he speaks through missing a bottom tooth from his 
Marlies days. He spent some bubble time after that injury, too. 

11. You can debate whether the Maple Leafs’ Justin Bieber–designed 
reversible sweaters looked good. (I’m partial to straight blue and white. 
Also, I’m old as hell and not the target demographic here.) 

What you cannot debate is that the Martha Stewart–leaked Drew House 
collab was a hit. 

The alternates quickly became the top-selling item on both the U.S. and 
Canadian version of the NHL’s online shop and a tough jersey to obtain. 

“I am a Justin Bieber fan, yeah. The music gets played in my house. I like 
it myself. He’s an icon,” Jason Spezza says. “I think it’s cool that he 
actually follows the team and he’s into it.” 

Adds Bieber’s buddy, Auston Matthews: “Just having him come down, 
meet a lot of the guys, share that experience was a lot of fun for 
everybody.” 

A third partner, Tim Hortons, jumped into the fray and dropped limited-
edition blue-and-yellow Next Gen Timbits. 

Cross-marketing, folks. It works. 

12. Quote of the Week goes to brand-new Florida Panther Claude 
Giroux, who considered the idea of playing with centre Aleksander 
Barkov: “It’ll be like the first day of school. I’ll just be giggling.” 

In his 1,001st game — and first wearing something other than Philly 
orange and black — Giroux notched two assists. 

Methinks he’ll fit in just fine. 
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