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Was the Canes’ offensive burst against the Blue a one-night stand, or breakout game? 

By Chip Alexander 

Hockey can be such a fickle, frustrating game. 

Then, as fast as an Andrei Svechnikov one-timer, things can 
change. 

In the three games before Saturday, the Carolina Hurricanes 
put 132 shots on net and scored six goals, losing two of the 
three. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour remained calm, at 
least publicly, talking about such things as trusting the 
process, playing the right way and waiting for the bounces to 
change. 

They changed Saturday. The Canes had a modest 28 shots 
and scored seven times in starting a three-game road trip 
with a 7-2 beating of the St. Louis Blues. 

Granted, two of the Carolina goals came with an empty net. 
But five pucks went past Blues goalie Ville Husso. 
Svechnikov scored twice and 13 players had points in the 
offensive smorgasbord. 

 “You take those three games and we didn’t get those 
bounces that (go) into the net,” Svechnikov said after the 
win, which gave the Canes (43-15-7, 93 points) a five-point 
lead over the Pittsburgh Penguins in the Metropolitan 
Division. “Today we had some lucky bounces and we kept 
grinding away. I just try to work hard every game and I know 
the goals will come for me.” 

Sounds simple enough. But before Saturday, Svechnikov 
had gone nine games without a goal and had one in his last 
16. He had taken 48 shots on goal and had several others 
miss the net. 

While there has been much to like about Svechnikov’s 
overall game and maturation in his fourth NHL season, the 
Canes count on the forward to use his powerful frame to 
score goals and have a bigger impact on games offensively. 
He now has 25 goals, a career high, and will continue to add 
to that down the stretch of the regular season. 

The Canes are hoping Martin Necas is on the verge of an 
offensive tear of sorts. The winger, seemingly as fast as any 

player in the league, had a scintillating shorthanded goal 
Saturday in the first period to get the Canes started, and has 
scored in two of the past three games after a stretch of one 
goal in 25 games. 

“It’s good to have a couple of goals lately,” Necas said. 
“Before I had a little streak where I couldn’t score. But 
sometimes one little bounce gets you going and you feel 
better about yourself and the confidence is higher.” 

That can work for a team, too. The Canes before Saturday 
had put up 44, 41 and 47 shots in their past three games. 
But New York Rangers goalie Alexandar Georgiev shut out 
the Canes with 44 saves and Scott Wedgewood of the Dallas 
Stars shut down the Canes with another 44 in a shootout 
win. 

But the road trip for Carolina began with 28 shots and seven 
goals. Six players scored and 10 had assists — Necas and 
defenseman Ian Cole each had a goal and assist — while 
goalie Antti Raanta got the job done in net with 30 saves and 
withstood a Blues push in the third. 

It’s on to Washington and then Tampa Bay for what could be 
brutally physical games. The Canes face the Caps on 
Monday, then complete a back-to-back against the Lightning 
a week after the Canes’ 3-2 win, and a postgame bench-
clearing kerfuffle in Raleigh. 

The players said that wasn’t a big deal. It seemed like a big 
deal. We’ll know Tuesday. 

Question: Was Saturday a one-night offensive stand or the 
start of something? 

“Every game we had a lot of shots but couldn’t score,” Necas 
said. “But one little bounce and it turns around. Good to see, 
scoring more goals.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Washington Capitals 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Capital One Arena, Washington. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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The Wild land the big name, the Islanders do nothing, and the rankings sort through all the 
teams in between 

By Sean McIndoe  

The deadline was one week ago and it already feels like it 
was four months ago, because time gets very weird around 
this point in the season. The playoffs are tomorrow but every 
team still has 15 games left, and nobody has anything to play 
for except the teams whose very existence is on the line. It’s 
weird, and it’s OK to feel disoriented. 

But yes, after crunching the numbers I can confirm that this 
is indeed the first Monday rankings of the post-deadline era, 
which means we need to try to figure out how much the 
biggest deals moved the needle on our expectations, if at all. 
That qualifier matters, because the impact that any one 
move can have on a team is smaller than we’d all probably 
like to think. And while this year’s deadline certainly had 
plenty of action, the biggest stars to be moved ended up 
being a 37-year-old goalie having a decidedly average 
season and a 34-year-old forward with just one second-team 
all-star pick on his career resume. Not exactly Russell Wilson 
or James Harden or Tyreek Hill or even Matt Olson, but we 
work with what we have. 

A few of these calls probably won’t be all that controversial. 
Just about everyone seems to like the Panthers going all-in, 
even if the consensus is that they overpaid for Ben Chiarot. 
They look like the Eastern favorites right now, even if you’re 
still not quite sold on their goaltending and the Aaron Ekblad 
injury looms over their first round. The rest of the East 
contenders got better too, with the possible exception of the 
Hurricanes, whose mostly quiet week stands out unless you 
think Max Domi can be fixed. 

Out west, the Wild were the big winner with Marc-Andre 
Fleury, but it’s goaltending so world’s biggest shrug emoji. 
The Avalanche made a few small moves instead of any big 
ones, and that’s probably fine. The Flames made their big 
move a month ago, the Oilers didn’t do much, the Golden 
Knights somehow did even less than that, and nobody thinks 
any of the other teams are really a threat, which means one 
of them is definitely going to the Stanley Cup Final. 

OK, you might say, but what we really want to know is how 
all of this shakes out in the top and bottom five. (You were 
not saying this, but humor me.) Let’s find out … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

This was a fun weekend with plenty of entertaining games. In 
terms of the most important, though, it might be hard to top 
the Golden Knights’ coming all the way back from down 

three in the third to beat the Blackhawks on Saturday. We’ve 
been tracking the Vegas freefall from Cup favorite to playoff 
bubble team to worse, and a loss to Chicago might have 
been the death blow to their hopes. Instead, they clawed 
back and won it on a goal by, well, who else. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (41-18-6, +35 true goals 
differential*) — The Friday guys are down on Tampa, 
dropping them to eighth after they lost six of eight in 
regulation. I’ve got the benefit of seeing them win a pair of 
weekend games, and my focus on the long term means I’m 
going to try really hard not to overreact to two bad weeks, but 
yeah, there are some concerns here for sure. 

Of course, there’s also this to consider: 

Yeah, these guys still scare me. They’ve got the Hurricanes 
next, and a potential first-round preview with the Leafs in a 
week, so they’ve got a few chances to reassure us that 
they’re still in the elite. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (43-15-7, +61) — That quiet deadline 
was a little bit perplexing, and as with any contender that 
doesn’t make a big move, you’re left to wonder if they were 
working on something that fell through or just really like 
where they’re at and didn’t feel the need to mess with it. 
Banking on Domi seems risky, but we said that about last 
summer’s goaltending shenanigans too, and that worked out 
OK. Seeing the Panthers, of all teams, help out with the cap 
gymnastics seemed especially weird, and maybe suggests 
the Hurricanes’ rivals aren’t too worried about Domi’s impact. 
We’ll see if that comes back to haunt them. 

Anyway, my advice would be to stop getting 50 shots against 
backup goalies and losing. 

3. Calgary Flames (40-17-8, +69) — I’m moving the Flames 
up in the rankings yet again, despite a deadline that didn’t 
see them do much other than add Tyler Toffoli a month ago, 
which was smart but has already been baked into this list for 
weeks. Why? Because the rest of the West didn’t do a ton 
either, and the Pacific all but sat the deadline out. That’s 
good news for Calgary, who are now basically locked into the 
top spot in the division and have a very manageable path to 
the conference final. Any thought that this team was 
overachieving or any kind of a mirage have been put to bed; 
they’re legitimately great, with all sorts of pieces that are 
clicking just right, and also Sean Monahan. Sleep on them at 
your own risk. 

In other news, holy hell was Saturday night’s win over 
Edmonton fun. Please, hockey gods, we’re begging you for a 
seven-game series between these two teams. 
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2. Florida Panthers (44-15-6, +72) — I have to admit I really 
thought about moving them into the top spot. The team that 
hasn’t won a playoff round in over a quarter-century going 
all-in with a dynamic team that’s legitimately fun to watch is 
pretty much an irresistible story, and I stand by what I said 
way back in the very first rankings of the season: This should 
be your second-favorite team. And they’re super good! They 
even turned Ben Chiarot into Ray Bourque in one game. 

So are they the Cup favorites now? No, as much as I wish 
they were. The path through the East is just so much tougher 
than the West, where it’s the Avs and the Flames and then a 
bunch of maybes. The Caps are starting to look like they 
could be a relatively easy matchup for whoever draws them, 
so that’s good news for Florida, but from there it’s going to 
be brutal. I just can’t call anyone out East the favorite right 
now, as much as I want to. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (46-14-6, +67) — The Avs didn’t land 
Claude Giroux or another big name, they saw the Wild add a 
goalie they’ve had trouble with, and the Flames are looking 
scarier by the week. Still, I’m not sure things are any worse 
for Colorado on balance right now than they were a month 
ago. Joe Sakic did some solid work on deadline 
reinforcements, nobody else in the West really got 
significantly better, and at this point, home ice in the 
conference is pretty much wrapped up. 

Also, happy 25th anniversary to those who celebrate. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — An interesting thing about this 
year’s deadline is that if you were to travel back a month or 
so, you’d have found a consensus that the three teams that 
absolutely needed a goaltending upgrade were, in some 
order, the Capitals, Maple Leafs and Oilers. Then the big day 
came, and all three teams basically stood pat, choosing to 
roll the dice with what they have. But not the Wild, who took 
the big swing and landed Fleury. 

Why them? Well, a big part of the answer is that that’s where 
Fleury wanted to go, and yeah, we can’t really criticize the 
other teams for not landing a goalie who wouldn’t play for 
them. For all his ups and downs this season, Fleury was still 
the only name that felt like anything close to a sure-thing 
upgrade in net, so maybe you can understand why a team 
like Washington just decided to push forward with what they 
had. The more interesting question is why Bill Guerin and the 
Wild didn’t feel like they could do the same. 

The short answer is that Cam Talbot hasn’t been good this 
year. The longer answer is that Talbot was pretty awful 
around the same time he was hurt in January, and certainly 
wasn’t giving off those unquestioned starter vibes that a 
team facing cap purgatory next year wants for an all-in run. 
But Talbot hasn’t been as bad as you might think; he’s 
actually posted a .910 save percentage or better in every 
month of the season other than that injury-stricken January. 
That’s deceiving in another direction, because it doesn’t 
factor in the quality of shots he’s facing, and Talbot’s goals-
saved above expected is mediocre. But you know who’s is 
worse? Fleury’s. So yeah, the Wild may have just gone out 
and spent a high pick on a goalie who isn’t even an upgrade 
on what they already had. 

All that said, it’s still Marc-Andre Fleury — everyone loves 
the guy, he’s got a ton of playoff experience, and he was 
good enough to beat the mighty Avalanche in the playoffs 
just a year ago. The deal is getting strong reviews, Guerin 
didn’t completely blink in his game of chicken with Kyle 
Davidson, and if Fleury is awful then you still have Talbot 
(who had a shutout in his first post-deadline appearance). 
The Wild’s days of pushing for a top-five spot are past them, 
but they’re going to the playoffs in a conference where some 
of the matchups look pretty winnable. If the price is right, you 
have to try to upgrade. For what it cost, Guerin did the right 
thing, even though the results are far from guaranteed. 

Either way, they showed something by coming back to beat 
the Avs in overtime last night. And they sure seem to be 
having fun again … 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

We haven’t featured the Red Wings in the bottom five all 
season long, which feels like real progress after their regular 
appearances of recent years. They seem to miss us, 
because for the second time this year they gave up double-
digit goals in a game. 

At least last time it happened, they kind of made a game of it. 
This time it was an 11-2 final at the hands of Pittsburgh. I’ve 
spent all year saying that nobody was more confused by the 
Penguins than I was, but apparently the Red Wings goalies 
have me beat. 

5. Ottawa Senators (23-36-6, -42) — They got absolutely 
rocked by the Panthers on Saturday, as most teams do, and 
Anton Forsberg stole them a point. He’s been very good this 
year, and while having a journeyman 29-year-old suddenly 
become a legitimate starter feels a little fluky, we’ve seen 
weirder things happen in the goaltending world, and man 
would it ever help Ottawa to have somebody reliable back 
there as they try to shift out of rebuild mode. 

Meanwhile, Ian wonders if this is the most cursed season in 
Senators’ history. It may be, but that’s OK, because Jake 
Sanderson is on the way. 

4. New Jersey Devils (23-37-5, -35) — One of the more 
worrying plotlines of the Devils season has been the erosion 
of confidence in Mackenzie Blackwood. A year ago he was in 
the conversation for a spot on Team Canada, and now 
there’s a legitimate question as to whether he’s to be trusted 
as part of the future in New Jersey. Shayna takes a look at 
who else will be available in the offseason, and which names 
might make sense. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (18-37-11, -78) — Congratulations to 
the Habs on becoming the first team to be officially 
eliminated from the playoffs. 

In an alternate universe where the NHL uses the Gold Plan 
and teams earn the No. 1 pick based on their record after 
elimination, this sets up a thrilling stretch run for Montreal 
fans as they cheer their team on to the wins that could 
deliver Shane Wright or another top prospect. Every game 
from here on out has real stakes, and Cole Caufield’s 
resurgence and the optimism of the Martin St. Louis era 
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could combine to deliver a prize that would lift the team for 
years to come. Saturday’s win over the Maple Leafs would 
have been the dramatic first step in a potentially franchise-
altering journey. 

Instead, Habs fans will get to spend five weeks hoping their 
own team loses, feeling conflicted when a goalie steals a 
game, and vaguely hoping for a few veterans to get shut 
down for the season just in case they have any stray game 
winners left in their bag of tricks. It sucks, and the NHL could 
fix it with one rule change, but here we are. Don’t worry, 
you’ve got the Panthers, Hurricanes and Lightning this week 
— here’s hoping nothing good accidentally happens. 

2. Seattle Kraken (20-39-6, -63) — The bad news: After 
almost a full year of Ron Francis promising everyone he’d 
weaponize all that cap space from a lackluster expansion 
draft, they didn’t really do anything at all with it. The good 
news: They now own every second-round pick in the next 
two drafts. On balance, probably a win. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (20-40-5, -65) — Congratulations to Phil 
Kessel, who passed Doug Jarvis with his 965th consecutive 
game yesterday and sits behind only Keith Yandle on the all-
time ironman streak list. Kessel was somewhat surprisingly 
not moved to a contender at the deadline, and there was 
some talk that his streak may have played a role in that. As 
tragic as it is that we won’t get to see Phil chase the chance 
to be robbed of another Conn Smythe, if it ultimately leads to 
the league’s most notorious hot dog eater being recognized 
as the all-time ironman then it’s a sacrifice I’m willing to 
make. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — You’ll often hear about 
teams “doing nothing” at deadline time, but it’s almost never 
actually true. Lots of teams have passed on making 
significant trades, but almost everyone does something, 
even if it’s just some minor-league shuffling. You’ve got to at 
least look busy, you know? 

But not Lou Lamoriello. This year, he literally did nothing — 
not a single trade of any size around the deadline. Other 
than sending the rights to Johnny Boychuk to the Sabres 
back in November for future considerations, he hasn’t made 
a trade all season. Which is weird because, as you may have 
heard, the Islanders’ season isn’t going well. 

This would typically be the time of year when you’d expect a 
bad team to be selling, salvaging a write-off season by at 
least recouping some assets for the future. The Islanders 
didn’t have any obvious targets, but you might think they’d 
find a way to do something to supplement a lackluster 
pipeline, especially after having to deal away several high 
picks to dump the Andrew Ladd contract last summer. 
Instead, all Lamoriello did at the deadline was re-sign Cal 
Clutterbuck and Zach Parise, as if to signal that all was well 
and he was keeping the band together. No Semyon 
Varlamov trade, even with so many teams rumored to be in 
the market for goalies. No rentals for Zdeno Chara or Andy 
Greene. No hockey trades. No getting creative. 

Of course, Lou is Lou, and he’s not going to make moves 
just to satisfy some critic on their couch. He’s earned some 
benefit of the doubt over the decades, and maybe the other 
deals just weren’t there. He basically said as much in 
explaining his deadline day no-show, and there’s something 
to be said for treating veterans like Chara and Greene as 
human beings and not just assets to be flipped. But at the 
very least, the Islanders have shifted the pressure to the 
offseason, where they’ll be expected to make some tough 
decisions about the future of this core. This season has been 
a disaster, especially given expectations, and while you don’t 
want to panic over one bad year, you also can’t just shrug it 
off in an NHL where windows can slam shut on older teams. 

This team is older than most, and right now they’re bad. The 
last few weeks were an opportunity to start changing one or 
both of those facts, and they passed. Now we wait through 
the last few weeks of a lost season before finding out what 
better options might be out there in the summer.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2022 

 

 

Hurricanes visit the Capitals after Jarvis’ 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (43-15-7, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Washington Capitals (37-20-10, fourth in the Metropolitan) 

Washington; Monday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Washington Capitals host Carolina after 
Seth Jarvis scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 7-2 victory 
over the Blues. 

The Capitals are 14-5-1 against the rest of their division. 
Washington ranks sixth in the Eastern Conference with 31.3 
shots per game and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 11-7-1 in division games. Carolina is 
13th in the Eastern Conference with 33.9 shots per game 
and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

In their last meeting on March 18, Washington won 4-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Nick Jensen leads the Capitals with a 
plus-25 in 61 games this season. Alex Ovechkin has eight 
goals and two assists over the last 10 games for 
Washington. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 28 goals and has 
64 points. Teuvo Teravainen has five assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Capitals: 7-2-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 5.3 
assists, 3.8 penalties and 7.9 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.2 goals per game with an .898 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals 
per game with a .929 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Capitals: Nic Dowd: day to day (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (undisclosed 
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About Last Night: Finally 

By Alec Sawyer  

The recently snakebitten Hurricanes bit the snake back 
Saturday night in St. Louis, beating the Blues 7-2 in a game 
that felt like it was a long time coming.  

The Canes have been playing strong hockey and filling up 
the stat sheet in recent weeks, but the goals haven’t been 
coming in abundance as Carolina had lost five of six heading 
into St. Louis despite outshooting opponents in four of those 
losses.  

But the goals started going in and wouldn’t stop Saturday 
night, as the Canes put up seven in a game for the third time 
this season. 

So, about last night: 

Finally 

A seven-goal game was just what the doctor ordered.  

The Hurricanes came into Saturday’s affair the loser of five 
of their last six, though players and head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour alike were adamant that they liked the way they 
were playing.  

And honestly, why wouldn’t they? The Canes outshot their 
opponent 43-22, 36-21, 44-18 and 47-15 in four of those five 
losses, but they mustered no more than three goals in any of 
those games. In fact, Saturday’s seven-goal onslaught 
against St. Louis was Carolina’s first game with more than 
three goals since Feb. 25, a 13-game stretch.  

And finally Saturday night, the results matched the effort. 
Ironically, the Canes were actually outshot 32-28 in this one, 
but they finished goals well and looked deadly in the 
attacking third.  

Martin Necas started things out with a brilliant individual 
effort in the first period on the penalty kill, which was followed 
up early in the second by a strong goal from Seth Jarvis.  

Brett Pesce sniped one home a few minutes later to make it 
3-0, with Andrei Svechnikov adding a brilliant power-play 
goal later in the middle frame to make it a 4-1 game.  

The Canes scored three more in the third period, as 
Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter both scored on an empty 
net with Jarvis adding his second on a redirection to make it 
seven, this one with a goalie between the pipes for the 
Blues.  

The Hurricanes got to the front of the net and converted on 
their chances Saturday night, and it was a much-needed 
offensive effort for the team that was as snakebitten as an 
entire team can really be.  

“Everything we shot went in,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just a 
law of averages. If you get enough chances, eventually they 
go in. Tonight was clearly that.” 

The kid is on fire 

Seth Jarvis is playing some damn good hockey lately.  

The Canes’ rookie standout had a two-goal effort Saturday 
night in St. Louis, his second multi-goal game in the last five 
after not having a single multi-goal game in his first 46 
games of the season.  

Jarvis also had two assists a couple games ago, as he’s got 
six points in his last five and is looking the best he’s looked 
all season.  

After starting hot, Jarvis kind of hit a bit of lull. He scored just 
four goals and had 11 assists over a 37 game stretch from 
Nov. 22 to March 10. He didn’t play every game for the 
Canes during that time of the season, finding himself a 
healthy scratch occasionally.  

But Jarvis is getting back in consistently and is making 
himself obvious and evident on the ice. His first goal 
Saturday night was a beauty, a great power move towards 
the net capped off by a tricky little finish.  

He scored again late in the third, camping himself in front of 
the net and redirecting a shot from Ian Cole to give him his 
second.  

Jarvis looks really good right now, and that’s something the 
Canes will need heading into the playoffs.  

“He’s still figuring it out, but he’s played well really all year,” 
said Brind’Amour after the Dallas game. “He had a little 
stretch where we took him out, but since he’s come back 
you’re noticing him. That’s what you want out of him. He had 
a lot of opportunities tonight. He missed on a few real close. 
That’s what we need out of him.” 

Happy Birthday 

The Canes had more to celebrate than just the performance 
on the ice Saturday, as both Andrei Svechnikov (22) and 
Brady Skjei (28) celebrated birthdays.  

A good stat from the Canes PR, it was the fourth time in 
franchise history that two players have played on their 
birthday in the same game. It actually happened last year on 
May 5 with Jaccob Slavin and Max McCormick.  

And Svechnikov gave himself something big to celebrate, 
scoring twice. He’s the third Hurricanes player this season to 
score on his birthday, joining Brendan Smith and Martin 
Necas. It’s just the second time in franchise history that the 
team has had three players score on their birthday in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2022 

 

same season, joining the 1986-87 Whalers (another fun stat 
from Canes PR).  

So, happy birthday to both Skjei and Svechnikov, who got to 
celebrate with a nice win. 

Other Thoughts 

 It was good to see Necas score just two games 
after his last goal. He had a super long goal drought 
ended a few weeks ago, and he followed that 
drought up with another fairly lengthy one. But now 

he’s scored twice in three games, and hopefully that 
gets him really rolling.  

 We have to talk about Jesperi Kotkaniemi. An 
underrated aspect of Kotkaniemi’s game is his 
physicality. He’s got a big frame and he isn’t afraid 
to use it, something that I think gets lost a little bit 
when talking about him. Saturday though he 
showed he’s also got a great nasty streak, as he 
dropped the gloves and looked good doing so. Atta 
boy, KK.  

  

  

 

Letunov, Wolves tame Wild 

Maxim Letunov scored two goals in a four-minute span of the 
third period to guide the Chicago Wolves to a 5-2 victory over 
the Iowa Wild Sunday afternoon at Wells Fargo Arena. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski, Jamieson Rees and Jack Drury 
also scored while Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 25 shots for the 
Wolves (39-11-5-5), whose magic number to clinch a Calder 
Cup Playoff spot dropped to 2. Chicago can wrap up its 21st 
postseason berth Tuesday night at Cleveland. 

For the second game in a row, Poturalski set the tone by 
delivering a first-period power-play goal from the left faceoff 
circle. After trading passes with defenseman Joey Keane, 
Josh Leivo skated toward the right faceoff dot and zipped a 
pass across the slot to Poturalski for a blistering one-timer 
from the left dot for his 24th goal of the year and a 1-0 lead 
at 14:45 of the first. 

Thanks to a sparkling move in the slot, Rees scored for the 
second game in a row and gave the Wolves a 2-0 lead at 
5:48 of the second. Defenseman Daniel Brickley collected a 
puck in the defensive zone and flicked it ahead to Rees 
along the left wall at the red line. Rees slalomed into the 
middle of the offensive zone, made an Iowa defenseman 
spin around while switching the puck from his backhand to 
his forehand and chipped his shot top-shelf. 

Iowa (24-26-4-4) pulled within 2-1 on Adam Chaffee’s 
blistering one-timer immediately after Dominic Turgeon won 
a faceoff at 6:29 of the second. 

The Wolves earned a valuable insurance goal at 12:06 of the 
third on Letunov’s power-play tally. After extended time in the 
offensive zone, defenseman Jesper Sellgren whistled a shot 
from the point that Letunov tipped past goaltender Derek 
Baribeau for a 3-1 lead. 

Chicago needed Letunov’s score because Iowa’s Chaffee 
responded with his own power-play goal at 14:13 to cut the 
margin to 3-2. 

Letunov wrapped up his first two-goal performance since 
April 14, 2021, when he pounced on Keane’s point shot into 
heavy traffic in the slot and whipped it past Baribeau to make 
it 4-2 with 3:42 left in regulation. 

Jack Drury added an empty-net goal from 180 feet away with 
1:01 to go. Kochetkov (7-0-1) picked up his second assist in 
his eighth North American professional game. 

Baribeau (4-8-2) rejected 33 of 37 shots for the Wild. 

The Wolves continue their three-game road trip with a 6 p.m. 
game Tuesday at Cleveland. Chicago returns to Allstate 
Arena at 7 p.m. Saturday to face the Milwaukee Admirals on 
Salute to Military Families Night and 3 p.m. Sunday to play 
the Texas Stars on Papa Johns Family Sunday. To find the 
best deals on tickets, contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 28, 2022 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259829435.html 

https://theathletic.com/3212364/2022/03/28/the-wild-land-the-big-name-the-islanders-do-nothing-and-the-rankings-sort-through-all-the-teams-in-
between/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-88e575b5dcde4565b40124cd6f10b773 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/27/22998501/about-last-night-finally 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/27/letunov-wolves-tame-wild/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1239984 Washington Capitals 

 

Marcus Johansson is back with the Capitals. To him, it feels like home. 

 

Samantha Pell4-5 minutes 3/27/2022 

 

Marcus Johansson walked into Washington’s practice facility last week, 
put on a red Capitals practice jersey for the first time in nearly five years 
and instantly felt at home. Johansson said an unusual sensation engulfed 
him — equal parts strange and comforting — when the 31-year-old 
forward returned to the organization with which he started his NHL 
career. 

He remembered how to get to the practice facility, what door to go in, 
where to get treatment and meals. He mingled with teammates and staff 
he first met in 2009, when he was a first-round draft pick. It was almost 
like he never left. 

Johansson played for the Capitals from 2010 to 2017. He bounced 
around to four other teams before landing with expansion Seattle in 
August. Last Monday, Washington acquired Johansson from the Kraken 
for Daniel Sprong and two draft picks at the trade deadline. He flew to 
Washington that day and jumped into game action the following night. 

“I walked in for morning skate [Tuesday], and the smell and the rink, it 
was kind of one of those things like, ‘Yeah, I remember this,’ ” he said. “It 
was like the smell of training camp almost, like the first week you are 
back.” 

Johansson was immediately slotted onto the top line with Alex Ovechkin 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov. It’s unclear how long that trio will stay together, 
but for now it’s a reminder of the past. The Capitals, riding a two-game 
winning streak, host Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina on Monday 
night before a five-day break. 

Johansson doesn’t have a point in his first three games, and he admitted 
that nerves were an issue early on. But he feels his game has grown 
since he left Washington, and he hopes he can showcase his skills as 
the playoffs approach. 

“I just feel like I’m more of a complete player now,” he said. “I’ve been 
with a few different teams, different roles, and I feel like every day, every 
year you are in this league you grow — and I feel like I have gotten 
better.” 

Johansson said he had an inkling that Washington was interested in 
bringing him back. The morning of the trade deadline, he got the call he 
was waiting for. 

“If there was any place I wanted to go, it was here,” he said. “So just very 
grateful for the opportunity and happy it turned out this way. I know I like 
it here. I know all the people and the team — they know me, too, and 
what they get out of me.” 

Johansson said he had kept in touch with several players, including 
Nicklas Backstrom and John Carlson. Those friendships have only 
strengthened since the Capitals traded him to New Jersey in 2017. 

“It is kind of a special bond,” Johansson said. “It’s been cool.” 

His teammates agree, and they know what Johansson brings to the 
table. His offensive numbers have been solid, and his defensive game 
always has impressed. With Washington’s forwards battling so many 
injuries, Johansson offers much-appreciated depth. 

“I think the good thing about it is he’s been in the league for a long time 
now,” said Backstrom, who noted that Johansson was quiet and shy 
when he entered the league but has grown into a more well-versed 
person and player. “He’s a pretty low-key guy. I mean, he doesn’t take up 
too much space, which is good.” 

Johansson’s future is uncertain: He’s an unrestricted free agent after the 
season. Since they claimed the Stanley Cup for the first time in 2018, the 
Capitals have yet to win a playoff series. As the postseason approaches, 
Johansson hopes he can help get Washington back on track. 

He also hopes he never has to leave. 

“You never know what is going to happen, but I love it here,” he said. “I 
would not mind playing here for a long time, but you never know what is 
going to happen in this business, and I’ve learned that over the years. 
But, like I said, I have nothing to complain about here. I love the guys. I 
love the team.” 

Washington Post LOADED: 03.28.2022 
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Lightning cap off road trip with win over Islanders 

Victor Hedman scores a milestone goal as Tampa Bay ends the travel-
heavy part of its schedule 5-6, but executes in the victory over a familiar 
foe. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — Victor Hedman likes playing in afternoon games 
because he knows his family and friends can watch him play in prime 
time back home in Sweden, where they’re six hours ahead of the U.S. 
East Coast. 

The past two days, they’ve seen a lot of the Lightning defenseman, who 
scored a tying goal that energized Tampa Bay in a 4-1 win over the 
Islanders on Sunday afternoon. In completing a four-game trip with wins 
on back-to-back days, Hedman logged more than 50 minutes of ice time 
over the last two games. 

“It’s fun to play these early games because you know a lot of people back 
home are watching,” said Hedman, whose 18th goal of the season, which 
tied the score at 1 in the second period, was a career high. “Always nice 
to get a goal, also.” 

The Lightning (41-18-6) ended their trip — and a stretch of 11 games in 
11 cities that took them across two countries and four time zones — 5-6-
0 overall. 

The Lightning finish their regular-season schedule with 12 of 17 games at 
Amalie Arena. 

Against an Islanders team they know well — the Lightning eliminated 
New York in the past two postseasons — Tampa Bay played arguably its 
best game in several weeks. It matched the Islanders’ physicality, came 
from behind and padded a lead late. 

Hedman scored 1:10 into the second period with six seconds left on a 
power play, giving Tampa Bay three man-advantage goals in the past 
two games after going 3-for-28 in the previous nine. The Lightning 
penalty kill is 13-for-13 over its past three games while incorporating 
newcomers Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul. 

“I tell the guys all the time, bring two things to the rink — work ethic and 
preparation — and everything else will take care of itself,” coach Jon 
Cooper said. “I think it was big that our special teams have kicked in a bit 
and they got a little momentum off that, and the (penalty kill) has been 
outstanding.” 

While the Lightning’s top scorers have struggled of late, Hedman has 
picked up the load. He has seven goals in March, his most for any 
month, and is among the league leaders for defensemen in March. 

With defenseman Ryan McDonagh out indefinitely with an upper-body 
injury and missing his second straight game Sunday, defensemen played 
a key role against New York. Cal Foote had four hits and a key second-
period block on defenseman Noah Dobson’s slap shot from the slot. The 
Lightning survived that wave and took the lead on Alex Killorn’s goal 9:47 
into the second. 

“When some of your go-to guys (are out) — (McDonagh is) a go-to guy 
for us — that’s why you have depth, and (Foote has) come in for us,” 
Cooper said. “I thought he was outstanding (Sunday). On the back end, 
all the other guys played well.” 

Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev helped the Lightning pad their lead in the 
third, getting the primary assist on Ross Colton’s goal 9:10 into the period 
and scoring with 3:04 left in the game. 

Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin left with an undisclosed injury to open 
the third and was replaced by Semyon Varlamov. 

“We played great when we got the lead,” Sergachev said. “I don’t think 
(the Islanders) got a lot of chances. We played our game. We kept on 
scoring and kept on pushing, but not cheating the game. I felt like that 
was the part that I liked the most.” 

The Lightning knew they would get a physical matchup with the 
Islanders, and they were tested from the first whistle, when 6-foot-10 
defenseman Zdeno Chara challenged Anthony Cirelli, then Colton later in 
the period. Lightning enforcer Pat Maroon and Corey Perry were more 
than happy to engage when they were challenged early. 

“There’s a lot of dislike from the playoffs and stuff,” said Sergachev, who 
had three of the Lightning’s 17 hits. “I’m sure (the Islanders are) all fine 
guys, but when the game is speeding up, they’re getting under my skin. 
They’re tough guys. Obviously.” 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 03.28.2022 
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Canadiens claw back down 2-0, but Devils prevail in shootout 

 

Yegor Sharangovich scored in the seventh round of a shootout to give 
the New Jerseys Devils a 3-2 win over the Canadiens on Sunday at the 
Prudential Center in Newark. 

The wild shootout that produced seven goals followed a wild overtime 
period in which the Canadiens’ Mike Hoffman and the Devils’ Nico 
Hischier and Jesper Bratt hit posts. 

The Canadiens pulled goaltender Sam Montembeault and Rem Pitlick 
scored with 36 seconds to tie the game at 2-2. Christian Dvorak won a 
faceoff in the offensive zone and, after Cole Caufield got a shot to the 
net, Dvorak was front to make a blind back pass to set up Pitlick. 

This was the second game in a back-to-back situation for the Canadiens, 
who defeated the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-2 Saturday at the Bell Centre. 
Paul Byron scored with 2:28 remaining in regulation time to snap a 2-2 tie 
and Jake Allen made a career-high 49 saves as Montreal boosted its 
season record against Toronto to 2-0. 

Montembeault, who was making his first start since March 15, looked 
sharp in the first period as New Jersey outshot Montreal 12-6, but he 
made a major mistake that allowed Jack Hughes to provide the Devils 
with a 1-0 lead. The goaltender, who had stopped Hughes on two shots 
in close, appeared to change his mind as he attempted to clear the puck 
and put a backhand pass on Hughes’ stick at the top of the faceoff circle. 
Hughes took a few strides toward the net and beat Montembeault with a 
shot to the top corner on the glove side. 

The special teams played a role in the second period as the teams 
exchanged goals. Hughes scored his second goal on a power play at 
14:16. The Canadiens were unable to clear the puck and fatigue was a 
factor as Hughes connected with five seconds remaining in the penalty. 
Hughes hit a post earlier in the power play. 

Montreal was handed a two-man advantage for 56 seconds later in the 
period. 

The Canadiens failed to get a shot while playing  5-on-3, but they looked 
better on the second penalty. Nico Daws had to make three saves, 
including two on Nick Suzuki, who was his junior teammate in Guelph. 
The second penalty to Jonas Siegenthaler was ending as Josh Anderson 
tipped a shot from Jesse Ylonen to cut the Devils’ lead to one. 

The Canadiens went 0-for-5 on the power play with 10 shots on goal. 
New Jersey was 1-for-2 with the extra man and had two shots. 

After  a slow start, the Canadiens outshot the Devils 33-32, but they had 
trouble beating Daws, a native of Germany who grew up in Ontario. This 
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was only the third time in the past 18 games the Canadiens failed to 
score at least three goals. 

Montreal went on the road without forwards Tyler Pitlick and Michael 
Pezzetta, who suffered upper-body injuries Saturday and remained in 
Montreal for evaluation and treatment. Ylonen was recalled from the 
Laval Rocket and he joined Mathieu Perreault in the lineup. 

There was also a change on defence as Justin Barron made his 
Canadiens debut. Barron, who was acquired from Colorado in the Artturi 
Lehkonen trade, replaced William Lagesson, who played his first game 
for Montreal on Saturday. 

This was the first of four road games for the Canadiens, who will play the 
Florida Panthers on Tuesday. They are in Carolina on Thursday and 
head back to the Sunshine State for a Saturday game against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 
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Goaltender Philbert is perfect as Concordia win women's hockey title 

 

Goaltender Alice Philbert completed a perfect weekend as she posted 
her third consecutive shutout to lead the Concordia Stingers to a 4-0 win 
over Nipissing in the final of the Cavendish Farms U Sports women’s 
hockey championships Sunday in Charlottetown. 

LET'S PARTY LIKE IT'S 1999!   

For the first time in 23 years the Concordia Stingers women's hockey 
team is the national champion!   

#CUstingers #CUhockey #ChaseTheGlory pic.twitter.com/rzaTFfDym3 

— Concordia Stingers (@The_Stingers) March 27, 2022 

The fifth-year graduate student from St-Bruno-de-Montarville made 25 
saves to lead the Stingers to their third national title. Concordia won the 
inaugural event in 1998 and repeated a year later. 

Stéphanie Lalancette scored two goals to pace the Stinger offence, while 
Maria Manarolis and Audrey Brezile each added a goal. 
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Jack Todd: Habs GM building fine young defence with trade moves 

 

Newly minted Canadiens GM Kent Hughes had himself a week. 

For perhaps the first time since Marc Bergevin nabbed Thomas Vanek 
ahead of the 2014 playoffs, the Habs had a deadline day that wasn’t 
universally panned. The work Hughes did in peddling Ben Chiarot well 
ahead of the deadline and then moving Brett Kulak, Artturi Lehkonen and 
Andrew Hammond for picks and prospects drew almost unanimous 
praise. 

On the ice, the Canadiens kept battling despite the nightly losses to the 
Toronto War Room. Saturday night, Jake Allen stopped 49 shots to steal 
one from the hated Maple Leafs as he strengthened the case he can be 
a true No. 1 goalie should Hughes find a destination for Carey Price that 
satisfies all parties. 

The high point for Hughes, however, may have been the signing of 
defenceman Jordan Harris now that his career as the men’s hockey 
captain at Northeastern is over. It’s conceivable Jeff Gorton even had 

that in mind when he hired Hughes, whose family connection and all-
around approach made signing Harris much more likely. 

Would Harris have signed if Marc Bergevin was GM? Would he be eager 
to play for Dominique Ducharme and the worst organization in Canadiens 
history? 

We’ll probably never know — but with the acquisition of 2020 first-
rounder Justin Barron from Colorado in the Lehkonen trade, Hughes is 
beginning to build a fine young defence. Alexander Romanov is already 
playing team-leading minutes, Kaiden Guhle (Barron’s world junior 
partner in 2021) is on the way and Mattias Norlinder is waiting in the 
wings. 

As he has been from Day 1, Hughes is unfailingly calm, professional, 
thoughtful and as transparent as a GM can afford to be. When making 
trades, he sets his price and sticks to it, which is why he was able to get 
deals that weren’t there for some of his counterparts looking to move 
comparable players. 

If the deal isn’t there, Hughes doesn’t make it. Thus, Jeff Petry is still a 
Hab. (If only Hughes had been around when Réjean Houle was letting 
Pierre Lacroix pick his pockets for Patrick Roy and Mike Keane.) 

Mind you, there are no guarantees. Picks and prospects don’t always 
work out. Players get injured. Some guys don’t perform no matter who is 
behind the bench. But Jeff Gorton has assembled a group of 
professionals that give the Canadiens a far better chance to succeed. 
You can’t ask for more. 

The Ovechkin embarrassment: If FINA (the aquatic sports federation) 
can investigate Olympic champion Evgeny Rylov and Speedo can 
terminate its sponsorship deal after Rylov attended a Vladimir Putin rally 
in Moscow, why can’t the NHL suspend Alexander Ovechkin and any 
other Russian who openly supports Putin? Why can’t sponsors yank 
Ovechkin’s contracts? 

Dozens of sports have barred Russian and Belarusian athletes from their 
competitions after the IOC recommended they be expelled. Gymnast 
Ivan Kuliak is facing a disciplinary hearing for wearing the “Z” symbol on 
the medal platform and even chess player Sergey Karjakin was 
suspended six months after social media posts offering support for Putin. 

So why not Ovechkin? He is the most globally visible of all Russian 
athletes, he has been a strident supporter of Putin from the start, he 
founded Team Putin. He should not be playing in the NHL. 

Lies, rumours &&&& vicious innuendo: If you want a contrast to the way 
Hughes handles the Canadiens, look at Edmonton. If I were an Oilers 
fan, I would be apoplectic at the passive way Ken Holland sat on his 
hands and refused to get goaltending help for Leon Draisaitl and Connor 
McDavid. … 

Let us bow down in unison to Allen, whose blocker save on Mitch Marner 
is an absolute keeper. … 

How good is Martin St. Louis at coaching? He’s helped David Savard to 
regain his scoring touch. … 

I know this isn’t quite true, but it feels like the the next time the Habs get 
the nod on a replay review from the Toronto War Room it will be the first 
time. … 

The entire sporting world is going to miss Ash Barty, who is retiring at 
age 25. She is simply everything an athlete should be. … 

In case fans of March Madness think players in Coach K’s program get a 
real education while they’re playing for the Blue Devils — remember 
Kyrie Irving (a.k.a. World B. Flat) went to Duke. … 

We were sorry to see Arizona bounced from the Final Four, mainly 
because their roster is chockablock with candidates for the Fennis 
Dembo Hall of Name, including Azuolas Tubelis and his brother 
Tautvilas, Kerr Kriisa, Oumar Ballo, Adama Bal and Montreal’s own 
Bennedict Mathurin. 
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Heroes: Kent Hughes, Jake Allen, David Savard, Cole Caufield, Nick 
Suzuki, Paul Byron, Martin St. Louis, Cyle Larin and the Canadian Men’s 
National Team, Ash Barty, the St. Peter’s Peacocks, Brittney Griner, 
Artemi Panarin &&&& last, but not least, Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the 
heroic people of Ukraine. 

Zeros: Vladimir Putin, Alexander Ovechkin, Nikita Kucherov, Evgeny 
Rylov, Alexander Zverev, the shootout, F1 in Saudi Arabia, DeShaun 
Watson, Jonah Keri, the Cleveland Browns, Kyrie Irving, Claude Brochu, 
David Samson &&&& last, but not least, Jeffrey Loria. 

Now and forever. 
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Canadiens at Devils, March 27, 2022: Five things you should know 

 

The matchup: This is the second game in a back-to-back situation for 
each team, but it wasn’t planned that way. This game was originally 
scheduled for December, but was postponed because of COVID. The 
Canadiens were at home Saturday and shocked the Toronto Maple Leafs 
4-2. The Devils were in Washington, where they dropped a 4-3 decision 
to the Capitals. This is the second of three meetings between the teams 
with the two worst records in the Eastern Conference. The Devils were 7-
1 winners at the Bell Centre on Feb. 8 in Dominique Ducharme’s final 
game as head coach. 

It’s Sam’s turn: If Montreal was still in playoff contention — they were 
officially eliminated Friday when Washington beat Buffalo — you’d 
probably see Jake Allen make his sixth consecutive start. But the 
Canadiens aren’t going anywhere and Allen deserves a night off after he 
made a career-high 49 saves against the Leafs. Sam Montembeault will 
get the call and he’s hoping to erase the memory of his last start on 
March 15 against the Arizona Coyotes. He gave up four goals on 11 
shots before he was pulled after the first period. He has a 7-13-5 record 
with a 3.71 goals-against average and .894 save percentage. 

Missed opportunity for Hammond: It’s unfortunate Andrew Hammond 
was injured when the Canadiens traded him to the Devils last week 
because he might have stepped into the starting role in New Jersey. 
Instead, he’s on the injured reserve list along with No. 1 Mackenzie 
Blackwood (heel) and veteran Jonathan Bernier (hip). Nico Daws, a 
rookie from Germany, has captured the No. 1 role and he has a 7-7-0 
record with a 3.06 goals-against  average. The Devils other healthy 
goaltender is journeyman Jon Gillies. He has a 3-10-0 record with a 3.80 
GAA, but one of his wins was that Feb. 8 game in Montreal, where he 
stopped 30 of 31 shots. 

Injury bug hits Canadiens again: Montreal will probably be looking for 
some help from the farm as they embark on a four-game road trip. 
Forwards Michael Pezzetta and Tyler Pitlick both left Saturday’s game 
with injuries and the Canadiens are short of bodies unless they are quick 
healers. The only extra forward for the Toronto game was Mathieu 
Perreault and that means a call-up from Laval unless Martin St. Louis 
wants to go with 11 forwards and seven defenceman. The Canadiens will 
also hit the road without defensive coach Luke Richardson. He turned 53 
Saturday, but didn’t have much to celebrate as he entered the NHL’s 
COVID protocol. Alex Burrows took over took over Richardson’s duties. 

Former Canadiens struggling: P.K. Subban is in the final season of that 
eight-year, $72-million contract he signed with the Canadiens and it’s a 
sure bet he’ll moving on after this season. The 32-year-old Subban has 
been relegated to the third pairing in New Jersey and the only special 
teams action he sees in on the penalty-kill. He has five goals and 16 
assists in 62 games and is minus-7. Tomas Tatar, a perennial 20-goal 
scorer who signed a two-year contract with the Devils as a free agent 
after the Canadiens let him walk, has 12 goals and 14 assists. Jesper 

Bratt is New Jersey’s top scorer with 68 points, including 22 goals. Jack 
Hughes also has 22 goals and 52 points. 
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About Last Night: Tanking can wait when playing the Leafs 

 

The Canadiens might be mathematically eliminated from the playoff race 
and are only playing for pride down the stretch, but it never hurts to add 
to the win column in hockey’s oldest rivalry. 

Paul Byron scored with 2:28 remaining and Christian Dvorak added an 
empty-netter to give the Habs a 4-2 victory over the Toronto Maple Leafs 
on Saturday at the Bell Centre. Jake Allen faced 51 shots and stopped 
49 of them, giving him three 45-plus save performances on the season. 

Both Tyler Pitlick and Michael Pezzetta left the game with upper-body 
injuries and did not return. After the game, the team announced Jonathan 
Drouin aggravated his right wrist injury against the Bruins on Monday and 
will seek a second opinion about surgery. 

After the first period, the Leafs appeared to be in the driver’s seat. Pitlick 
had already left after taking a hit by Ilya Lyubushkin and the Habs 
defensive corps wasn’t exactly striking fear in the hearts of men, 
especially with assistant coach Luke Richardson in COVID protocol. 
William Lagesson made his debut as a Hab sporting Guillaume 
Latendresse’s old No. 84, and got burned on the opening goal 36 
seconds in by Auston Matthews. 

Who else but Auston Matthews to open the scoring   
pic.twitter.com/j8JejjNaoK 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) March 26, 2022 

The Habs were outshot 12-3 in the opening frame, but clawed back in the 
second. 

Early in the second, Montreal thought they tied it when Mitch Marner 
bounced the puck off Joel Armia and right to Dvorak in front, who placed 
it up and over Erik Källgren’s blocker, but after Toronto’s challenge, the 
play was ruled offside and the goal was disallowed. 

After Pezzetta left the game following a physical play with Timothy 
Liljegren, David Savard scored his second goal in three games since his 
return from injury. Savard jumped in the rush and received a sharp pass 
across from Laurent Dauphin for the 1-1 tying goal. 

Ok this one DOES count  @CanadiensMTL | #GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/76ukBo8No8 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) March 27, 2022 

With less than two minutes remaining in the second period, Cole Caufield 
fired a wrister under the bar for a power-play goal to give Montreal their 
first lead of the night. Caufield has 14 goals on the season, and Nick 
Suzuki assisted on both goals as they continue their point-per-game 
paces under interim coach Martin St. Louis. 

Goal Caufield!  #GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/haqZgDlGYp 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 27, 2022 

The vaunted Leafs power play got one too many chances in the third 
period, and made it count when William Nylander scored in an empty 
cage to tie the game 2-2. 

TIE GAME!! pic.twitter.com/hljo0Ue0IK 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 27, 2022 
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The goalies were often the story. Allen slid across and robbed Marner 
with his blocker on what looked like a surefire goal. 

JAKE ALLEN  @CanadiensMTL | #GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/bhK92SkhfN 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) March 27, 2022 

Not to be outdone, Källgren at the other end stretched his pad out to 
deny the surprisingly quick David Savard all alone in front. 

  KÄLLY SHOWTIME!!!!   pic.twitter.com/5YF9I6NrgP 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) March 27, 2022 

The Leafs threw everything at Allen in the third, outshooting the Habs 24-
3, but it was Paul Byron who sealed it late with his third goal in four 
games. A three-on-one formed after Matthews was knocked down at the 
blueline, and while Byron’s eyes indicated pass, he was planning to 
shoot. He beat Källgren five-hole to give Montreal a 3-2 advantage with 
time winding down. 

Paul Byron donne les devants au Canadien! 

Paul Byron with the go-ahead goal!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/F1zhrTH27B 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 27, 2022 

Dvorak, who had an earlier goal called back, added an empty-netter in 
the final minute. The Habs were outshot 51-18, but came away with the 
4-2 regulation win. 

Earlier in the day, the team also announced they signed NCAA 
defenceman Jordan Harris to a two-year entry-level deal. With the recent 
departures of Ben Chiarot and Brett Kulak, and with Jeff Petry on the 
shelf indefinitely, the outgoing Northeastern captain may get his chance 
in the pros soon enough. The team also called up forward Jesse Ylönen 
from the Laval Rocket. 

Netminder Carey Price made a video appearance for Indigenous 
Celebration night, and the team rocked beautiful orange warmup 
sweaters designed by Kahnawake artist Teiowí:sonte Thomas Deer. 

A welcome message from Carey Price for Indigenous Celebration Night. 
#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/vby7NKQXvJ 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 26, 2022 

Even though the Leafs are playoff bound and the Habs are embarking on 
a rebuild, none of that matters when the puck drops. The same could be 
said when the Leafs were rebuilding a few years back. Fortunes may rise 
and dip for each club, but when they face off on a Saturday night, one 
gets swept up in the rivalry all over again. 

The Liveblog commenters felt the same way. Who doesn’t love an 
entertaining Habs-Leafs battle on Hockey Night in Canada? Actually, a 
lot of their comments pertained to the broadcast itself, and you can guess 
why… 

3. “Amazing how quick the broadcast changes to the Canucks game… 
wouldn’t want to spend any time commenting on what a great game this 
was!!” -Haari Meech 

2. “Yeah, but a sixth season of 1st round exit… that would really, really 
be cruel. (So why do I secretly want it?)” -Michael Way 

1. “MSL must have given them quite a pep talk during the first 
intermission.” -Kenneth Denpasar 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Showdown Sunday features Maple Leafs-
Panthers, Avalanche-Wild 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9-11 minutes1:00 PM BST 

 

Following a wild, 10-game slate on Saturday, the NHL schedule-makers 
provide another eight matchups for us on Sunday. Leading the way are a 
pair of intradivisional clashes: the Colorado Avalanche visit the 
Minnesota Wild at 6 p.m. ET and the Toronto Maple Leafs host the 
Florida Panthers at 7 p.m. ET. 

The Avs have won both games against the Wild in their season series 
thus far (both of which were in Denver), and after this matchup they'll 
close it out on the final day of the regular season (April 29). Colorado 
continues to pace the league in points, though it hopes this postseason 
will be a little longer than the past two disappointments. As for the Wild, 
they are jockeying for position lower in the Central Division, heading into 
this one holding a three-point lead for the No. 2 seed. 

Meanwhile, the Panthers are in the driver's seat in the Atlantic Division, 
with a five-point lead (and two games in hand) on the Boston Bruins. The 
Leafs will be looking to jump back into the Atlantic seeds, as they're 
currently the No. 1 wild card in the Eastern Conference. This will be the 
first time these times have played this season, and they will face off twice 
again in April. 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Boston Bruins vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Toronto Maple Leafs 

M2 Pittsburgh Penguins vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-TNT games available on 
ESPN+ 

Tampa Bay Lightning at New York Islanders, 2 p.m. (TNT) 

Buffalo Sabres at New York Rangers, 5 p.m. 
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Detroit Red Wings at Pittsburgh Penguins, 5 p.m. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Nashville Predators, 6 p.m. 

Colorado Avalanche at Minnesota Wild, 6 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes at Winnipeg Jets, 7 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Boston Bruins 6, New York Islanders 3 

Tampa Bay Lightning 2, Detroit Red Wings 1 (OT) 

Vegas Golden Knights 5, Chicago Blackhawks 4 (OT) 

Montreal Canadiens 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 2 

Florida Panthers 4, Ottawa Senators 3 (SO) 

Washington Capitals 4, New Jersey Devils 3 

Vancouver Canucks 4, Dallas Stars 1 

Carolina Hurricanes 7, St. Louis Blues 2 

Minnesota Wild 3, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 (OT) 

Calgary Flames 9, Edmonton Oilers 5 

Los Angeles Kings 4, Seattle Kraken 2 

San Jose Sharks 4, Anaheim Ducks 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ NYI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. FLA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NYR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 
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Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ WSH (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. BUF (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. CAR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. TB (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 19 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. MTL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 19 

Next game: vs. COL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C3 
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Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. VAN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 91% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: 35 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 11% 

Tragic number: 28 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 87% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 48% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ STL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 19% 

Tragic number: 27 

San Jose Sharks 
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Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 24 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 19 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 44 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 13 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

8. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 

ESPN LOADED: 03.28.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs still have eyes on top spot in Atlantic as 
playoff race heats up 

 

LUKE FOX  

 

TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs woke up in wild-card position 
Sunday morning, but with so many critical dates remaining against the 
divisional elite, they still have their sights fixed on the No. 1 seed. 
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So… we’re saying there’s a chance. 

“Everything's still up for grabs,” asserted coach Sheldon Keefe. “We can 
still compete for home ice in the first round. We can still compete to win 
the division. 

“We've kept pace all season.” 

In their long-awaited first meeting with the 94-point Beasts of the East, 
the Florida Panthers, the Leafs didn’t just keep pace, they set it — and 
dared their visitors to catch up. 

“It was a really good 60 minutes for us. Over the last little bit, our game is 
starting to round a little bit more consistent into a form we would like,” 
John Tavares said after a solid 5-2 victory over the top cats. “Good 
attention to detail all around." 

“We just remained committed to it all the way right from the start of the 
game,” agreed Keefe. 

“I mean, that's the most dangerous team in the league —maybe save for 
Colorado — on the rush. And I didn’t think we gave up hardly anything on 
the rush today.” 

Indeed, when facing their fellow Eastern Conference powers, Toronto 
has looked anything but outclassed. (It’s actually the Leafs’ squandered 
points against lottery-bound outfits like Buffalo and Montreal that could 
cost them home ice.) 

Rebounding smartly from Saturday’s blown-lead defeat at the Bell 
Centre, the Maple Leafs executed on special teams, responded to a mid-
game bout of adversity, and didn’t break under the Panthers’ late push. 

It was the type of entertaining hockey that should warm fans to the idea 
of seven more of these. 

Morgan Rielly drove the net and got his blade on a T.J. Brodie slap-pass 
just 49 seconds after puck drop, and for the second night in a row the 
Leafs opened the scoring on the game’s first shift. 

Florida — the highest-scoring and most-frequent-shooting team in the 
NHL — would not be deterred, striking back with goals from Brandon 
Montour and Ryan Lomberg. 

Hardly, the household names one might expect. But these Panthers are 
deep and come chugging in waves. 

"Speed, skill, depth," Keefe said. "Offence can come from any of the four 
lines. In fact, their third line is equally as productive as their top six.  

“They come with a lot of pace, a lot of competitiveness. They're a 
physical team. They've been the class of the Eastern Conference.” 

When the whistles finally went their way, it was the Leafs’ turn to flip the 
seesaw battle. 

Tavares lurked around the blue paint and used his nifty hands to score 
consecutive power-play goals off pretty feeds from Mitch Marner in tight. 

“He’s as good as anyone in hockey below the hashmarks,” Keefe said. 

The captain smiled wide, clearly enjoying his first two-goal outing since 
Nov. 6 (versus Boston). Tavares has now registered the 10th 60-point 
campaign in his career. 

Marner recorded his third unanswered primary assist by setting up a 
streaking Ilya Mikheyev, who deked out Spencer Knight like he’s 
forgotten how to miss one-on-one. 

“That’s a big goal by Mickey. He’s making good on these breakaways 
now,” Keefe smiled wryly, aware of the narrative. “That’s a good 
development for him and for us. So, his confidence is high.” 

Most encouraging of all was the performance of goaltender Petr Mrazek, 
who improved to 2-0 since clearing waivers Monday — an embarrassing 
development for an established veteran signed for two seasons beyond 
this one. 

An empathetic Marner described tending goal for the Maple Leafs as 
“probably the hardest job to [do] in this town or in North America.” 

“It’s hard, obviously,” Mrazek confirmed. “Everyone expects you to win 
here, and we just have to do our job.” 

That Mrazek has done this week, linking his first consecutive wins in a 
month and his first back-to-back starts with a .900-plus save percentage 
as a Maple Leaf. 

Standing tall in a 34-save showing, Mrazek was showered with an 
ovation from a home fanbase he may be slowly winning over. 

“Shows that he's a battler. That he competes. That he believes himself. 
He was outstanding again tonight. That’s two in a row now that he looks 
like the goalie that he is and that he has been through his career,” Keefe 
praised. 

“He’s bounced back and responded well to adversity here. It’s a terrific 
sign and a testament to his character.” 

Auston Matthews scored a buzzer-beating empty-netter to increase his 
goal total to 48. 

The frantic four-horse race for the Atlantic Division crown picks up again 
Tuesday, when the Maple Leafs travel to TD Garden and take on the 
Bruins. 

“These games down the stretch — against Boston, against Florida, 
against Tampa — are huge for us,” Alexander Kerfoot said. 

“Playing Florida three times, the positioning in our division is wide open 
right now. There can be lots of movement. It’s about getting the points in 
those games.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Shoooooooooot! 

“I actually thought it was gonna come to me,” Marner said. “I just didn’t 
get my stick down quick enough.” 

• William Nylander remained on David Kämpf’s third line, a continuation 
of Saturday’s line juggle. 

"This is a four-line team," Keefe said of Florida. "They're going to come at 
us here. The way we have things balanced, it makes a lot of sense." 

• Harvard star Nick Abruzzese, who signed his entry-level deal Saturday, 
will meet the Maple Leafs in Boston Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Matthew Knies and the University of Minnesota Gophers 
advanced to the Frozen Four with a 3-0 win over Western Michigan 
Sunday. Knies scored the winner. 

• The Panthers are rolling with the rare five-forward power-play formation. 

With quarterback defenceman Aaron Ekblad injured and PP threat 
Claude Giroux recently acquired via trade, Florida throws out Giroux, 
Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Anthony Duclair and Sam 
Reinhart as its PP1. 

"Actually, I don't mind it," Barkov, who mans the point, told reporters. "We 
tried it in the playoffs last year. You have to feel comfortable and 
confident because you're on top. And if you don't make the right plays, 
the puck is not going to stay in the zone." 

• Nice ovation at Scotiabank Arena during the first TV timeout as the 
crowd rose to its feet to congratulate Team Canada for qualifying for the 
World Cup. 

Tavares’s commute to work takes him by BMO Field. 

“Just a packed house. A great moment in Canadian soccer and for those 
players, and to see them back in the World Cup is tremendous,” Tavares 
said. “My dad's from Portugal, and I know a lot of Italians are 
disappointed with this past week, and they’re both jumping on the 
Canadian bandwagon. So, good to see.” 
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Before fielding post-game questions, Keefe congratulated coach John 
Herdman and his players. 

“It's been fun to watch that group. Their competitive spirit and how 
they've competed for each other and for the country throughout this has 
been something to behold,” Keefe said. 

“They’re on a mission.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.28.2022 

1239995 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Scheifele, Wheeler respond to subtle message with 
improved play on separate lines 

 

KEN WEIBE 

 

WINNIPEG — As they’ve done so many times over the years, Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler are equally adept at finishing one another’s 
sentences as they are at finishing off plays. 

When you’ve been virtually attached at the hip on the ice for the better 
part of a decade, there is a level of chemistry that can be tough to 
replicate elsewhere. 

But even for players who prefer to play on a line together, there comes a 
time and place during a season where there can be benefits to being split 
up, even if temporarily. 

This is one of those times for the Winnipeg Jets, who suddenly have won 
six of the past eight games to stay in the thick of things when it comes to 
the Western Conference playoff race. 

There are always extenuating circumstances that accompany a decision 
as important as this one — and more often than not, the head coach of 
the team doesn’t often feel like digging into them in a public forum. 

So while Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry wasn’t going to put two 
members of his leadership core on blast, the message was clear for all to 
see. 

Lowry needed a bit more at even strength from both Scheifele and 
Wheeler, especially in Thursday’s deflating loss to the Ottawa Senators, 
so he decided to take a crack at seeing what they could do on separate 
lines. 

It wasn’t so much a punishment as a subtle message, a move made to 
light a bit of a fire in two guys the Jets need down the stretch if they’re 
going to keep things interesting in this congested wild card chase. 

Both Wheeler and Scheifele have responded exactly how Lowry would 
have hoped, providing some inspired play that allowed the coach to 
throw them back out together for three shifts during Sunday’s 3-on-3 
overtime period. 

The final one of those shifts saw defenceman Josh Morrissey make a 
smart, aggressive read to pressure Lawson Crouse along the boards in 
the defensive zone before Wheeler pounced on the loose puck and 
chipped a backhand pass to spring Scheifele for a breakaway chance 
that he converted to secure a 2-1 victory for the Jets with 9.7 seconds to 
go in overtime. 

While Wheeler was answering a question about what he saw on the play 
and noting he was expecting Scheifele to spring loose, the Jets centre 
could not help but playfully interject. 

“Good anticipation, smart player,” cracked Scheifele. 

Lowry understands full well that splitting up two core pieces with this 
much history together can be a delicate topic to navigate, whether you’ve 

been coaching the team for eight seasons or carry an interim label as he 
does. 

He felt the time was right to make the move and he also had the 
conviction to do it. 

When things like that happen, it doesn’t just catch the attention of 
Scheifele and Wheeler, it puts all players on alert. 

“We like the makeup. We like the opportunity,” said Lowry, before listing 
a number of the important attributes Wheeler has brought to the trio with 
Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor, while pointing out Scheifele has 
played well previously with Nikolaj Ehlers and Paul Stastny as well. “I like 
the balance that both those lines have.” 

In a season plagued by inconsistency and far too many nights when one 
of the top two lines was rolling and the other wasn’t quite clicking at full 
capacity, this was a calculated risk and one that has paid immediate 
dividends. 

Scheifele and Wheeler still see ample time together on the power play 
and in overtime, but they can use their respective skillsets to complement 
others as well. 

Sometimes a player can become a bit too reliant on a frequent running 
mate and a little time apart can help freshen things up for when an 
eventual reunion happens. 

No matter how long Wheeler and Scheifele find themselves on different 
lines, you have to appreciate both the move that was made and how 
those players have responded. 

It’s been a strange season for both Wheeler and Scheifele, one that’s 
included plenty of pent-up frustration. 

It has also included plenty of production and while assessing the level of 
play for both guys isn’t limited to how many points they put on the board, 
Wheeler and Scheifele get paid to produce and the rate of return in that 
area has increased substantially since the NHL All-Star break. 

Scheifele came back recharged and he’s put together an impressive 
stretch that’s included 16 goals and 17 assists for 33 points in 25 games 
— a hot streak that’s moved him to 26 goals and 62 points in 61 games. 

Suddenly he’s back on pace to being a point-per-game player for a sixth 
consecutive season, something that seemed unlikely during the first half 
of the season. 

Most of the issues Scheifele has encountered have been related to 
defensive-zone woes, but his engagement level has been on the rise and 
he’s worked to reduce the costly turnovers that had crept into his game. 

As for Wheeler, he’s settled into a groove after missing nine games with 
a knee injury. 

He’s been back long enough to return to full health and he’s playing with 
a bit more bounce in his step, which has allowed him to get on a roll as 
well — contributing eight of his 10 goals and 35 of his 52 points during 
the past 30 games. 

Those totals could be even higher had Wheeler enjoyed a bit more puck 
luck around the net, since he’s generated numerous Grade A scoring 
chances during the past two games. 

“I feel like the only thing we haven't done in the last two games is finish. 
We've been right there, all over it,” said Wheeler. “We're just getting the 
puck to the wrong guy. We've got to find the guy with 40 goals so we'll 
work on that.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 
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When Wheeler is delivering self-deprecating humour, you know he’s 
enjoying himself and that was clearly the case in this instance. 

Part of the reason for that is simple. 

The NHL trade deadline is in the rearview mirror and the Jets remain in 
contention. 

Yes, the odds are still stacked against them, but they’ve given 
themselves a chance with 15 games remaining in the regular season. 

By going 10-4-1 over the past 15 games, the Jets have pulled within two 
points of the Vegas Golden Knights in the chase for the eighth and final 
spot in the Western Conference. 

“Obviously we want to make the playoffs. That's our thought,” said 
Scheifele. “But we know we're not going to make the playoffs in one 
game.” 

That’s a smart approach to take, especially when you consider how slim 
the margin for error is for the Jets right now. 

The latest opportunity for the Jets to win three consecutive times for the 
first time since January comes on Wednesday against the Buffalo 
Sabres, capping a stretch of games that included five of six against 
teams below the playoff line. 

The strength of schedule then ramps up considerably, beginning 
Thursday with a highly-anticipated rematch against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

By stacking up victories, the Jets continue to give themselves reasons for 
hope. 

How they navigate this next week, which includes a home game against 
the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday, will provide another critical indicator 
of whether or not this recent stretch is sustainable or if the runway is 
simply getting a bit too short for anything but a turbulent landing. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 03.28.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' classic win over Maple Leafs boosted by 
exhilarating atmosphere 

 

Eric Engels March 26, 2022, 11:59 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It’s just under eight minutes into the third period of a nail-
biter between the Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs when 
Jake Allen cuts across his goal crease, sprawls out and deflects Mitch 
Marner’s one-timer out of play with his blocker. It’s the most pivotal save 
of the game, perhaps the best one Allen has made in his two seasons 
with the Canadiens, and the fans have a sense for what happened but 
haven’t fully processed it. 

But with Superman’s music running through the PA system as the replay 
hits the scoreboard, they rise to their feet, and an eardrum-shattering 
below emanates from them. Allen’s name is chanted, and it’s one of 
several moments that turn a regular-season game between a Leafs team 
destined for the playoffs and a Canadiens team already mathematically 
eliminated into an instant classic. 

That Allen made this stop just seconds after William Nylander scored a 
power-play goal to tie the game at 2-2 was one thing. That it was one of 
49 saves he registered to help the Canadiens win 4-2 was another. 

A few hundred seats were vacated by Leafs fans by the end. But 
Montreal fans stayed en masse to give Allen his due as first star of the 
game. 

They made this a special night from the start. 

They tried to rally the Canadiens when Auston Matthews got the Leafs on 
the board just 36 seconds in and even after the home team surrendered 
11 of the first 12 shots. They eventually succeeded after David Savard 
tied the game 1-1 in the 10th minute of the second period. 

The noise level rose considerably when Cole Caufield gave the 
Canadiens a 2-1 lead with his 14th goal of the season, and it was 
deafening when Paul Byron scored with 2:28 remaining in the third to 
give them a 3-2 lead. 

None of it was to be taken for granted. Not after two years in a mostly 
empty or half-full Bell Centre, and certainly not by players — and 
coaches — who grew up watching this age-old rivalry play out on 
Saturday nights past. 

Martin St. Louis, a native of Laval, said it was a “great feeling,” watching 
his Canadiens ride the wave the crowd propped them up on. 

Savard, from Saint-Hyacinthe, Que., said the reality of playing in playoff-
style, Saturday-night game between Montreal and Toronto met his 
childhood dream. 

And then there was Allen, who didn’t get to enjoy an experience like this 
at any other point in his short Canadiens’ career, with Saturday’s game 
being the first one between these teams played in front of a full-capacity 
crowd since Jan. 8, 2020 (months before the pandemic started, when Ilya 
Kovalchuk scored the overtime game-winner to elicit the type of attention 
Allen garnered throughout this night). 

“I think these games are special for me personally, especially where I 
come from,” the 31-year-old Fredericton native said. “And there’s a lot of 
New Brunswickers here tonight, too. It connects close to home. It’s 
something I always grew up watching — Montreal-Toronto on Hockey 
Night in Canada — like most of the guys did here. Special to be in there, 
be able to play between the pipes and get the win. 

“And on top of that, it’s against the Leafs. I know it’s another game, but at 
the same time it’s a pretty special feeling no question. 

“Not many guys, when their careers are over, get to look back and say 
they played for the Canadiens, especially in goaltending. I think from a 
goalie’s aspect, it’s always a prized position. (Carey Price has) had it 
locked in for a long time and still will, but just to be able to play for the 
Canadiens, Saturday night at the Bell Centre, it’s tough to beat.” 

It’s not like this everywhere, and it’s probably not like this anywhere for a 
team that’s spent the majority of its season in last place in the NHL and 
been eliminated from the post-season 18 games before the schedule ran 
out. 

“Incredible,” is how Byron put it. “Can’t say enough about the fans and 
the support we get here. We know it’s been a long season, we haven’t 
been our best. So, to be where we’re at in the standings, to come in night 
in, night out and have that kind of atmosphere is incredible. It’s a 
testament to Montreal fans, and we’re truly lucky to play in this building 
night in, night out.” 

It’s a give-and-take relationship. 

What those in attendance received Saturday night was a show — even 
with the Canadiens being outshot 51-18. 

Did Allen steal the game? Of course. 

But the Canadiens also laid it on the line against a far superior Leafs 
team, and they did it for most of the night with only 10 forwards after both 
Tyler Pitlick and Michael Pezzetta left with upper-body injuries. 

Alex Romanov played a career-high 27:16, Nick Suzuki had two assists 
and played 22:43, Christian Dvorak scored the insurance marker after 
having an earlier goal called back, and this was one of Savard’s best 
games of the season. 

Much of it happened because of the jolt of energy the fans offered. 
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“Being on the ice as a player is a great feeling when your crowd gets 
behind you like that,” said St. Louis, who experienced that a lot during his 
Hall-of-Fame playing career but is now seeing it through the lenses of a 
young coach. 

“You’ve got momentum, you come in waves, and I felt we did that in that 
second,” he said. “Great feeling. The home advantage is a big 
advantage. And as a coach having the last change, it’s a big advantage 
when that crowd’s behind you and you’re riding the momentum, and you 
saw that tonight.” 

It was thrilling when Allen made that stop on Marner. It was exhilarating 
all night long. 
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TSN.CA / Nylander remains on third line for Florida showdown 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability at Scotiabank Arena on 
Sunday afternoon.  

William Nylander will remain on Toronto's third line with David Kampf and 
Pierre Engvall to start Sunday's game against the Florida Panthers. Ilya 
Mikheyev will continue to slot in beside John Tavares on the second line. 

"The hope is that Mikheyev can just continue to play with the speed and 
the confidence that he has and that changes the dynamic of things a little 
bit there," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "Micky has played with John at 
various times over the last few years so let's see what that can bring. 
Kampf and Engvall have been responsible and are good both ways and, 
obviously, Willy brings an offensive threat there too."  

Nylander was moved off Toronto's second line on Saturday night in 
Montreal following a poor effort on a second-period goal by David 
Savard. 

"I had a mistake there on the backcheck," Nylander admitted. "I didn't 
backcheck all the way on Savard. That's a big factor. I got to be there to 
stop that." 

Keefe had been reluctant to split up his third line, which has enjoyed a lot 
of success in a checking role, but felt his hand was forced.  

Nylander scored on the power play in the third period. It was his 24th 
goal of the season to go along with 35 assists in 64 games. Nylander is 
now on pace for a career-high of 76 points, but the puck is also going in 
at an alarming rate when the 25-year-old is on the ice. Since Jan. 18, 
Nylander owns the worst plus-minus mark in the entire NHL (-20 in 28 
games).   

Is Keefe satisfied with Nylander's play over the last month?  

"No," he said bluntly. "Not even close." 

The coach didn't want to get into specifics.  

"I am not even going to answer the questions," Keefe said when pressed 
on which ways Nylander can be better. "I am not going to pile on Will 
here. He knows what makes him great. He knows what he needs to get 
back to." 

Nylander is minus-13 on the season, which is the worst mark on the 
Leafs. 

Nylander played parts of two games with Kampf shortly before the All-
Star break when Keefe experimented with a more spread-offence look.  

Nylander takes blame for poor backcheck; Keefe 'not close' to satisfied 

William Nylander was moved down the lineup after a mistake on David 
Savard's tying goal Saturday night. "I didn't backcheck all the way," 
Nylander admitted. "That's a big factor. I mean, I got to be there to stop 
that." Sheldon Keefe said the demotion was "overdue" as it was only the 
latest play like this from the 25-year-old. Is the coach satisfied with 
Nylander's play of late? "No, not close," Keefe said bluntly. 

Keefe believes the timing is right to stick with a middle-six shuffle in part 
because of the challenge presented by the Panthers.  

"This is a four-line team," the coach said. "They're going to come at us 
here. The way we have things balanced, it makes a lot of sense." 

The Panthers are the only team the Leafs haven't faced yet this season. 
First-place Florida sits nine points ahead of Toronto. What stands out 
about the Atlantic Division frontrunners? 

"Speed, skill, depth," Keefe said. "Offence can come from any of the four 
lines. In fact, their third line is equally as productive as their top six so lots 
to be aware of there. They come with a lot of pace, a lot of 
competitiveness. They're a physical team. They've been the class of the 
Eastern Conference."  

Both teams have 18 games remaining with three head-to-head 
encounters, including Sunday night. The next two showdowns will be in 
Sunrise. 

"Everything's still up for grabs," Keefe said. "We can still compete for 
home ice in the first round. We can still compete to win the division ... 
We've kept pace all season." 

The Leafs enter play on Sunday in fourth place in the division. Toronto 
sits two points behind the Boston Bruins and three back of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning.  

NHL: Maple Leafs 2, Canadiens 4 

Cole Caufield netted his 14th goal of the season on the power play, Paul 
Byron added the go-ahead goal late in the third period and Jake Allen 
made 49 saves to power the Canadiens to the win over the Maple Leafs. 
Auston Matthews tied his single season career-high with his 47th goal in 
defeat. 

Petr Mrazek faces the biggest test of his star-crossed season tonight as 
the NHL's highest-scoring team visits Toronto. The Panthers lead the 
league in goals (4.05 per game) and shots per game (37).  

"In my opinion, Mrazek's coming off of what was his best start of the 
season just in terms of how he looked to me," said Keefe, "how he 
competed and how he played in the net and how confident and focused 
he looked." 

Mrazek stopped 20 of 22 shots (.909 save percentage) in Wednesday's 
win against the New Jersey Devils.  

"I felt really comfortable," Mrazek said. "I felt I was in the game all game. 
The focus was on the things I could control." 

Mrazek, who cleared waivers earlier this week, has only posted 
consecutive games with a save percentage above .900 once this season.   

The Panthers, who are also playing on back-to-back nights, will go with 
rookie Spencer Knight between the pipes. He started the first five games 
of Florida's current road trip going 3-1-1 with a .923 save percentage. 

Sergei Bobrovsky returned from injury to pick up a win on Saturday night 
in Ottawa.  

'I didn't chase the game': Mrazek takes 'great step' in Wednesday's win 

After passing through waivers, Petr Mrazek needed a bounce-back 
performance on Wednesday and the 30-year-old Czech native delivered. 
"I felt like I was just to be calm there," Mrazek said following a 20-save 
win over New Jersey. "I didn’t do extra steps, extra moves. I didn’t chase 
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the game." Head coach Sheldon Keefe described it as a "great step" for 
the team's embattled back-up goalie. 

With Aaron Ekblad sidelined due to injury and Claude Giroux recently 
added via trade, the Panthers have moved to a five-forward alignment on 
their top power-play unit. Aleksander Barkov now plays the point.  

"Actually, I don't mind it," the centre told reporters on Saturday night. "We 
tried it in the playoffs last year. You have to feel comfortable and 
confident because you're on top and if you don't make the right plays the 
puck is not going to stay in the zone." 

Florida is 2/8 on the power play in two games with Giroux in the lineup.  

Barkov scored a six-on-five goal from the point to tie the game in Ottawa 
on Saturday night.  

"I don't think I've ever scored a goal from the blue line," the reigning 
Selke Trophy winner said with a smile. "That was one to remember." 

The Leafs scored a pair of shorthanded goals on Wednesday and lead 
the league in that department with 10 this season. 

"It is a pressure kill," said Keefe. "We are applying pressure. We are 
putting people in bad spots. Our guys anticipate very well. It is the 
instincts of the players and the speed to close quickly and then the skill 
level to make plays and finish plays."  

The Panthers are tied for second in shorthanded strikes with nine.  

The Leafs have won 55.6 per cent of their faceoffs this season to lead 
the league. The Panthers, meanwhile, are winning 47.5 per cent of their 
draws, which is 25th overall. However, the addition of the right-handed 
Giroux will provide a big boost. Among players who have taken at least 
100 draws, Giroux is fourth this season with a 60.8 per cent win rate.  

"You can trust him and talk about different plays when he's taking 
faceoffs because there's a good chance he's winning it," said Barkov, 
who's a lefty. 

Moments before Barkov's goal on Saturday, Giroux won a key draw in 
the offensive zone. 

The Leafs experienced a rare off night at the dot on Saturday winning 
just 41 per cent of faceoffs against the Canadiens. 

Newly-acquired defenceman Mark Giordano has met and perhaps even 
exceeded expectations in his first two games with his new team. In fact, 
Keefe has picked up on a buzz on the bench when it comes to the 38-
year-old's savvy work. 

"You could even hear some of the players talking amongst themselves 
about some of the subtle plays he is making, especially on our half of the 
ice breaking up plays, moving the puck up the ice, and just the poise," 
Keefe said. "He has been really good." 

"He was great," Auston Matthews agreed following Saturday's game. "He 
made some unbelievable plays. He's impressive so far. It's not easy to 
step right in and play valuable minutes." 

'Endless wisdom': Liljegren learning from veteran Giordano 

Timothy Liljegren has played with a number of members of the Maple 
Leafs' defence this season, but now he's getting the opportunity to play 
with newly acquired veteran Mark Giordano. He talks about his calming 
presence when out together and what he can pickup from the veteran's 
game. 

The Leafs will travel to Boston on Monday. The team's next 
skate/practice will be Tuesday morning at TD Garden. 

Harvard forward Nick Abruzzese, who signed with the Leafs this week, 
will meet the team in Boston. 
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TSN.CA / Markstrom proves worth to Flames in Battle Of Alberta thriller 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Jacob Markstrom’s stat line on Saturday night in a wild 9-5 win over the 
Edmonton Oilers was certainly not the finest of his career, but there was 
an 18-second sequence where he proved to every National Hockey 
League organization why they have to invest in a bona fide No. 1 goalie 
when given the opportunity. 

With the Flames clinging to a one-goal lead and Edmonton threatening, 
the Swede made a highlight-reel cross-crease save to rob Oiler winger 
Evander Kane of what looked like the game-tying goal. Eighteen seconds 
later, Johnny Gaudreau found Elias Lindholm near the faceoff dot. 
Lindholm beat Mike Smith, extending the Flames’ lead to two.  

The sequence, made more ironic by the fact that Edmonton was the 
runner-up to Markstrom’s services in the free agent market two summers 
ago,  sent the sold-out Saddledome into a frenzy. Edmonton never 
regained any momentum en route to defeat. 

“The biggest play in the game was Marky’s save and then when we got 
the seventh goal after that,” Matthew Tkachuk said afterward, 
unprompted. 

“That play should go down as the winning play.” 

Under Sutter and goalie coach Jason LaBarbera, Markstrom has turned 
in a Vezina-calibre campaign. While Saturday’s game might not stand out 
statistically, that save on Kane may go down as one of the season’s most 
memorable 

“The difference in a lot of teams is big saves and bad goals,” head coach 
Darryl Sutter said.  

While Markstrom’s save got much of the attention, Johnny Gaudreau 
quietly turned in a five-assist night, while Calgary’s reunited top line of 
Gaudreau-Lindholm-Tkachuk combined for four goals and 11 points. On 
his 500th career game, Noah Hanifin was plus-five. All nine Calgary 
goals were scored at five-on-five. 

“There is something to be said about goals-for and goals-against when 
you’re on the ice,” Sutter said, referring to that top line. 

“It was a lot of fun,” Gaudreau said. 

“I’ve been here a long time and this is the most competitive Battle Of 
Alberta since I’ve been here…obviously, it was a crazy game.” 

On the opposite end of the leger, Connor McDavid was a career-worst -4, 
while Edmonton’s top defence pairing of Darnell Nurse and Codi Ceci 
was a combined -9. Mikko Koskinen allowed five goals on 12 shots, but 
Mike Smith ultimately got the loss after coming in relief and promptly 
giving up four goals on 26 shots.  

“You can't give up nine goals and expect to win," said Leon Draisaitl, who 
had four points but finished -4.  

Fans at the Saddledome and tuning in on television surely hope that 
Saturday night was a prelude to a possible second round playoff series. 

As they have said for several weeks now, though, the Flames have not 
guaranteed their ticket to meaningful spring hockey - yet.  

“You never hope to play any [specific team],” Tkachuk said. 

“We’ve got to get to the playoffs first.” 
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