
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 29, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes offense regains its footing as Carolina blows past Washington Capitals 

By Chip Alexander 

The Washington Capitals had been one team the Carolina 
Hurricanes couldn’t beat this season. 

No longer. 

After a scoring outburst Saturday against the St. Louis Blues, 
the Canes maintained their shooting touch Monday with a 
convincing 6-1 road victory over the Caps at Capital One 
Arena. 

It was another game when the Canes’ side of the scoresheet 
was packed. Martin Necas scored twice, giving the speedy 
winger four goals in his last four games, and had an assist. 
Sebastian Aho had a shorthanded goal, always a 
momentum-shifter, and defensemen Brett Pesce and Brady 
Skjei each had a goal. 

One downside: center Jesperi Kotkaniemi was injured with 
1.8 seconds left in regulation on a big hit from Lars Eller 
along the boards and had to be helped off the ice. Eller was 
called for charging after what was a needless hit. 

“Just so stupid,” Necas said of the hit. “It’s a 6-1 game, one 
second left and he tries to be a hero or whatever. Just 
ridiculous.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he was not sure of the 
extent of the injury but said, “It’s not good.” 

The Kotkaniemi line provided the game’s first goal. Quickly in 
transition, Derek Stepan took a breakout pass from 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and ended up scoring off the 
rebound of a Kotkaniemi shot. That set the tone. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen was the benefactor this 
night, as Antti Raanta was in the Canes’ 7-2 road win over 
the Blues. Like Raanta, he had his share of some timely 
saves among his 25 stops as the Canes improved to 44-15-
7. 

Andersen twice stopped Alex Ovechkin in the second period 
on power-play shots that would have tied the score. 
Ovechkin then failed to paw down a puck chipped off the 
glass and Aho was off with it. 

Aho skated past Marcus Johansson and beat goalie Vitek 
Vanecek with a forehand as he swept in front of the net. Aho 
had his 29th of the season and the Canes a 3-1 lead -- Aho’s 
first shortie of the season and 13th of his career. 

“That’s the big goal of the game, probably the turning point,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

After Pesce and then Necas scored on shots from the slot, it 
was 5-1 after two periods, and Skjei scored the only third-
period goal. Max Domi, Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent 
Trocheck each had two assists — Domi’s first points with the 
Canes. 

After Pesce and then Necas scored on shots from the slot, it 
was 5-1 after two periods, and Skjei scored the only third-
period goal. Max Domi, Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent 
Trocheck each had two assists — Domi’s first points with the 
Canes. 

“It felt like the first game out of the four where we played 
actually like our game,” Necas said. 

Vanecek, for example, shut out the Canes 4-0 with 36 saves 
on March 3. He lasted two periods Monday. 

Ovechkin buried a power-play shot in the first period and was 
set to celebrate. But the whistle had blown just before the 
shot and the Caps’ T.J. Oshie was called for slashing. 

In the third period, Caps bruiser Tom Wilson, who scored 
their goal, dropped the gloves and wanted to go with the 
Canes’ Brendan Smith, who took a pass on a fight — briefly. 
The two later traded blows in a fight that lasted longer than it 
should have. Smith was left a bit bloodied but answered 
Wilson’s challenge. 

“That was two tough dudes going at it,” Domi said. 

That’s two wins in two games in what might be the Canes’ 
toughest three-game road trip of the season. Carolina goes 
to Tampa Bay on Tuesday to close out the back-to-back. 

“We want to keep building, want to keep getting better every 
day,” Andersen said.
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Bounces catching up with the process for Hurricanes 

By Sara Civian 

WASHINGTON — If you know anything about Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour, you know he’s the antithesis of lazy. 
Those close to him are well equipped with dozens of extreme 
anecdotes regarding his dedication to fitness, like sneaking 
into closed gyms and packing bags full of equipment for 
vacation. 

He takes that same diligent approach to game analysis and 
the way he talks about it to the media. He doesn’t let us get 
away with being too positive just because the team won or 
too negative just because the team lost. 

Brind’Amour was spicy after the 2-0 loss to the Rangers on 
March 20. The Canes had been struggling to string wins 
together and outshot their opponent 44-18, but none of those 
44 shots went in. (For the record, I love when he and the 
players get spicy — makes for a much more interesting 
story.) 

“That was probably one of our better games all year. Their 
goalie played great, and that’s end of story. I don’t know 
what else we could have done other than put pucks in the 
net. Everything we wanted to do, for the most part, we did. 
We just didn’t get rewarded tonight,” he said. “I know you 
guys are gonna write ‘four losses in a row.’ Go ahead, but 
three out of those four games, I’d take all day long. End of 
story.” 

Four days later came Carolina’s shootout loss to the Stars. 
Brind’Amour maintained that his Canes and their process 
were just fine. 

“I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 20 years being 
here as far as doing everything we were trying to do,” he 
said. “We just didn’t get it in the net as much as we’d like. 
And then we lost the talent show at the end. That’s the end 
of that.” 

There have been times I’ve disagreed with Brind’Amour’s 
analysis and I’ve felt like he’s thrown himself under the bus 
to protect his players who were underperforming — this 
recent campaign he’s been on, urging the media to look 
beyond the scoreboard, definitely isn’t that. And as cliche as 
the concept of “good” and “bad” bounces can be, you can 
see what he means now that the pendulum’s swinging on 
this trip. 

The Canes have had an up-and-down few weeks in terms of 
results as they navigate the second-hardest second-half 
schedule in the league. They needed Saturday’s 7-2 win 
over the Blues to kick off this trip, and not just because of the 
result. They weren’t playing particularly better than they had 
been, but the bounces were bouncing and they were getting 
rewarded in empty-netters and birthday goals galore for 
sticking with the process through this stretch. 

As the goals kept coming at the end of the game, I sort of felt 
like Brind’Amour was going to burst into the media room with 
an “I told you so” smirk. Was this a “told you so” moment? 

“Well, it kinda felt like it,” he told me. “It wasn’t even one of 
our better games, just everything we shot went in. It’s the law 
of averages, you get enough chances eventually they’ll go 
in.” 

Fair enough. 

Brind’Amour beat this drum again after morning skate 
Monday at Capital One Arena, and it really got to the heart of 
the point he’s been trying to make for weeks. 

“What bothers me the most is not assessing games 
(correctly) — win or lose,” he said, taking exception to the 
idea that the Canes had been in a rough patch. “I’m tired of 
that. (The Dallas game) was a dominant game, it was a great 
game — no different than the Rangers a couple days before. 
That’s what happened. We didn’t win, that’s fine. The last 
time we were (at Washington), that game was terrible. I’ll tell 
it like it is, that was brutal.” 

I think at the very least we can all agree that the Canes’ 6-1 
final score against the Caps — their first win over their Metro 
division BFFs this season — reflected the game tonight. 

The Canes have scored 13 goals in the past two games. The 
bounces are catching up with the process. But if you’re 
talking to Brind’Amour, make sure you know the difference. 

• The postgame vibe was somber despite the 6-1 win 
Monday. Lars Eller blindsided Jesperi Kotkaniemi with 1.8 
seconds to play, and though Brind’Amour didn’t have a 
postgame update, he said Kotkaniemi will definitely be 
missing some time. “A player is injured, we don’t know how 
bad but he’s definitely going to be out. The game’s over, let’s 
just get over with it. Two seconds left. I don’t like it, but what 
are you going to do about it? He’s not doing great. I don’t 
know the extent.” 

• Martin Necas had strong words for the situation as well. “I 
don’t know what to say, for me that’s just so stupid. I don’t 
even know who hit him, but whoever it was, it’s a 6-1 game, 
one second left and he does that. He tries to be a hero or 
whatever. I don’t know, I’ve got no words for that. It’s just 
ridiculous.” 

• Speaking of Necas, the man is extremely back. He’s got 
four goals and two assists in his past four games, he’s 
finding success recently on a line with Vincent Trocheck and 
Andrei Svechnikov, and the confidence is palpable. Between 
him and Seth Jarvis, don’t underestimate the power of 
confidence in a young player. And sometimes that takes a 
few of those bounces. 

• The Canes have scored short-handed in two consecutive 
games after struggling to convert at any strength for a while 
there. First of all, I think it’s safe to pronounce that slump 
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dead. Second, as Smash Mouth once said, the goals start 
coming and they don’t stop coming. 

• Don’t let the questionable hit in the last few seconds of the 
game distract you from the questionable fight earlier on. It 
was the latest in the Tom Wilson versus Brendan Smith 
saga, and to be certain, Smith welcomed the fight. He was 
seen on the bench telling Wilson he’d go, and Smith is as 
tough as they come so of course he was. But it worried me 
considering Smith had just returned to play after an injury 
that fractured his skull and caused him to lose hearing 

temporarily. Thankfully Brind’Amour told me postgame that 
he’s fine. “We know he’s a courageous guy,” Brind’Amour 
continued. “He’s been that way his whole career. I’m not a 
big fan of fighting at that point in the game. There’s no 
reason for it, but I understand why those things happen, but 
it’s kind of pointless, really, at that point in the game.” 

• Fun fact of the evening: Sebastian Aho has tied 
Brind’Amour for 10th on the all-franchise scoring list with 174 
goals.

 

 

 

Hurricanes throttle caps but lose Kotkaniemi to injury 

Lars Eller's hit with 1.8 seconds left upset Carolina's players 
and its coach 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes took two points out of D.C. The 
Capitals took a pound of flesh. 

The Hurricanes’ 6-1 win Monday was marred when Capitals 
forward Lars Eller delivered a hit on Jesperi Kotkaniemi with 
1.8 seconds remaining in the game that left the Carolina 
center limping to the dressing room. 

“The game was over. … I don’t like it, but what are you going 
to do about it,” a somber Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of the hit. “I talked to (Kotkaniemi). He’s not doing great. 
I don’t know the extent, but it’s not good.” 

The hit came a little over 10 minutes after Brendan Smith, 
who is still wearing a protective attachment on his helmet 
after fracturing his skull Feb. 20, accepted Capitals forward 
Tom Wilson’s offer to fight with the game already decided. 

Wilson — who had earlier dropped the gloves to fight Smith 
and was called for unsportsmanlike conduct — got the upper 
hand in a scrap Brind’Amour called “pointless.” 

“I’m not a big fan of fighting at that point in the game,” the 
coach said. “There’s no reason for it, but I understand why 
those things happen.” 

Both incidents happened because of the Capitals’ frustration 
with what was happening on the scoreboard. 

Derek Stepan and Martin Necas both scored in the first eight 
minutes as the Hurricanes established their forecheck and 
outshot the Capitals 10-5 in the opening 20 minutes. 

But it was two power plays in the second period that charted 
the course of the game. 

Wilson scored just after the first Washington man advantage 
ended to halve Carolina’s lead, and four seconds later Max 
Domi went to the box for cross-checking. 

This time it was the Hurricanes scoring, with Sebastian Aho 
racing up the right wing and cutting in front of Washington 
forward Marcus Johansson before curling the puck around 
the pad of Vitek Vanecek (18 saves) for his 29th goal of the 
season and a 3-1 lead at 8:35 of the middle frame. 

“That’s the big goal of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re 
on the power play and we get the shorthanded goal. That’s 
probably the turning point of the game.” 

Carolina scored twice more in the second, with Brett Pesce 
getting his seventh of the season and Necas his second of 
the night to make the third period a formality. 

“It’s always nice, especially for offensive guys,” said Necas, 
who had the fifth three-point game of his career. “It always 
builds your confidence more and more when the puck goes 
in.” 

Domi assisted on Necas’ second goal and also Stepan’s to 
open the game’s scoring, giving him his first two points with 
Carolina after he had an assist taken off the scoresheet in 
Saturday’s 7-2 win over St. Louis. He was one of five 
Hurricanes with multiple points in the win. 

The Hurricanes, however, weren’t in a celebratory mood 
after beating the Capitals for the first time this season in the 
last of their four regular reason meetings. Instead, the team’s 
thoughts were on Kotkaniemi’s status. 

“He’s a big part of this team and we need everyone here, so 
seeing him go down is not easy,” Domi said. “Hopefully he 
will be OK. We don’t know what it is yet, but hopefully it’s not 
so bad.” 

And their minds were also on the hit that caused the injury. 

“For me, it’s just so stupid,” Necas said. “I don’t even know 
who hit him, but whoever it was — it’s a 6-1 game, one 
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second left and he does that. He tries to be a hero or 
whatever. I’ve got no words for that. I think it’s just 
ridiculous.” 

Notes: Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen each had 
two assists, while Brady Skjei scored in the third and finished 
with a goal and an assist. … Frederik Andersen stopped 25 
shots for his 32nd win of the season. … Jaccob Slavin 
recorded his 31st assist of the season, a new career high. 

He was also plus-3 for the 21st time in his career, one 
behind Ulf Samuelsson for the most plus-3 games by a 
defenseman in franchise history. … The top line of Aho, 
Teravainen and Seth Jarvis played just 14:33, 12:44 and 
10:45, respectively, a positive with a flight to Tampa Bay and 
game Tuesday against the Lightning on the schedule. … 
Vanecek was pulled after two periods and Ilya Samsonov 
stopped five of six shots he faced in relief.

 

 

 

Recap: Offense Stays Hot, Canes Dominate Caps, 6-1 

Necas scores twice as Carolina finally tops Washington 

By Walt Ruff 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - For a second consecutive game the 
Carolina Hurricanes' offense had no problems finding the 
back of the net, skating to a 6-1 victory over the Washington 
Capitals Monday. 

The Rundown: 

Just like Saturday in St. Louis a key to the Canes' success 
was an early goal, this time coming from their fourth line. 
Derek Stepan put the finishing touch on a connection with 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Max Domi, who earned his first point 
with his new team to give them a 1-0 lead just 2:41 in. 

From there it took just five minutes for Carolina to double its 
lead, this time as Martin Necas got his first of two goals on 
the night. After Washington failed to clear it out of its own 
end, a rebound from an Andrei Svechnikov shot was quickly 
shuffled from Vincent Trocheck in the slot to #88 at the 
blocker-side post. 

The early 2-0 advantage had set the tone for what would 
continue to be a dominating performance over the remaining 
two periods. 

Washington's only goal of the night would come in the 
opening stages of the middle frame, but that was as close as 
they would come to getting back in the game all night. 

The Canes had not one, not two, but three responses in the 
middle frame, starting with a shorthanded tally from 
Sebastian Aho. Carolina's second goal in as many games 
while a man down, Aho's team-leading 29th was dubbed "the 
big goal of the game" by Rod Brind'Amour. 

For the second straight game Brett Pesce chimed in on the 
goal scoring to make it 4-1 and then Necas put home 
another Domi feed to extend his team's lead to four at the 
end of 40 minutes. 

The third period was unfortunately overshadowed by the 
physicality between the two sides, with Washington flexing 
some muscle as they were on the wrong side of the 5-1 

score. After Brendan Smith initially declined to fight Tom 
Wilson, the two eventually did, with the Capitals forward 
getting the best of the long bout. Then with just 1.6 seconds 
to go in the game Lars Eller lined up Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
leaving the newly extended forward struggling to leave the 
ice. 

Despite a Brady Skjei tally to cap off a 6-1 thrashing, there 
was concern for Carolina's #82 at the final horn. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour post-game when addressing the Eller hit 
on Kotkaniemi: 

"I don't like it, but what are you going to do about it? I've 
talked to him. He's not doing great. I don't know the extent of 
it, but it's not good." 

Brind'Amour continuing on the game as a whole: 

"We were fine. We got pucks to go in. A lot of our losses, 
pucks just haven't gone in. We played solid. Got good 
goaltending when we needed it and we capitalized on our 
chances tonight." 

Frederik Andersen on if tonight held extra importance having 
fallen to Washington three times already this season: 

"Yeah, of course. I don't know if the last couple games 
against them here had been so great, but we played a good 
team effort today. We played a lot closer to the way that we 
like to play." 

Max Domi touching on being a part of an offensive that has 
now produced 13 goals in the last two games: 

"These guys are such a deep team. They come at you in 
waves and you just stick with it. They have so much talent 
and I just want to be a part of that. Every night it's a new line 
that's going and some nights we have all four lines going. 
Eventually we just have to trust that the puck is going to go 
in. The last couple of games that's obviously been the story, 
so we'll just keep riding it and get ready for the next one." 

What's Next?: 
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The Canes fly to Tampa immediately post-game. They are 
not expected to skate tomorrow morning before taking on the 
Lightning at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 With an assist on Necas' second tally, Jaccob 
Slavin earned his 200th National Hockey League 
point. 

 Seth Jarvis led the team with a career-high six hits. 

 Washington was credited with 45 hits in the game, 
23 of which came in the first period. 

 Frederik Andersen's 32nd win of the season came 
with 25 stops on 26 shots. 

 The Canes move to 44-15-7.

 
 

 

 

Niederreiter one-game suspension upheld by NHL 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK - National Hockey League Commissioner Gary 
Bettman today upheld the one-game suspension that was 
assessed to Carolina Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter 
for slashing Washington Capitals forward Axel Jonsson-
Fjallby during NHL Game No. 978 in Carolina on March 18. 

Commissioner Bettman heard Niederreiter's appeal of the 
original decision, assessed March 19, at a hearing on March 
23. 

The incident occurred at 13:43 of the first period. Niederreiter 
was assessed a minor penalty for slashing.
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Hurricanes defeat Capitals, extend Metropolitan Division lead 

Necas has two goals, assist; Washington fails to gain in wild 
card race 

By Harvey Valentine 

WASHINGTON -- Martin Necas had two goals and an assist 
for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-1 win against the 
Washington Capitals at Capital One Arena on Monday. 

Necas has scored five points in the past two games; he had 
a goal and an assist in a 7-2 victory at the St. Louis Blues on 
Saturday. 

"It always builds your confidence more and more when the 
puck goes in and you feel good about yourself," Necas said. 
"(It) always helps, but [Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
says] everybody has to play two-way game and if you play 
good in your own zone, you're going to get chances in the 
other." 

Brady Skjei had a goal and an assist, and Frederik Andersen 
made 25 saves for the Hurricanes (44-15-7), who moved five 
points ahead of the second-place Pittsburgh Penguins in the 
Metropolitan Division and will try to sweep a three-game road 
trip at the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday. Max Domi, 
Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen each had two 
assists. 

"I think every game from now until the playoffs is gearing up 
for the real stage," Domi said. "Every game's big, it doesn't 
really matter who it's against. Obviously, that's a good team 
over there, we know that. We were good tonight, so we'll 
take the win and got to get ready for the next one tomorrow 
against Tampa." 

Tom Wilson scored for the Capitals (37-21-10), who 
remained three points behind the Boston Bruins for the first 
wild card into the Stanley Cup Playoffs from the Eastern 
Conference. Vitek Vanecek allowed five goals on 23 shots 
and was pulled after the second period. Ilya Samsonov made 
five saves in relief. 

Washington has lost three of its past four games at home, 
where it is 16-14-5 this season. 

"I think a big part of it is the mindset we have going into it," 
Capitals forward Garnet Hathaway said. "And I think you look 
at it, and we have a really good road record (21-7-5). So, it's 
trying to figure out not what we're doing wrong here, but what 
we're doing right on the road and how to translate that to do 
it at home." 

Derek Stepan gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 2:41 of the first 
period when Jesperi Kotkaniemi's attempted one-timer slid 
across the slot to Stepan for a tap-in. 

Necas made it 2-0 at 7:47. Vanecek made a save against 
Andrei Svechnikov, but Trocheck got the rebound and 
passed to Necas, who scored near the left post. 

"Slow start. (We) probably weren't ready for the first couple 
shifts," Washington forward Conor Sheary said. "But after 
that, I think we played probably 20 minutes of good hockey 
and we just couldn't get anything going. Unfortunate game 
against a division opponent, but we will move past it." 

Wilson cut it to 2-1 at 6:47 of the second period, six seconds 
after a power play expired, but Sebastian Aho scored 
shorthanded at 8:35 when he beat Marcus Johansson to the 
puck and slid the puck past Vanecek to give the Hurricanes a 
3-1 lead. 

Brett Pesce made it 4-1 at 10:38 during a 4-on-4 off a pass 
from Teravainen. 

"It's unfortunate the way [those] two goals played out," 
Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said. "A shorthanded goal 
and then a 4-on-4 goal on a missed coverage. You're doing 
the right things, you bring it to 2-1 and then it gets away from 
you and it's 4-1." 

Necas scored at 15:39 on a one-timer from Domi to give 
Carolina a 5-1 lead, and Skjei scored at 9:57 of the third 
period with a shot from the point for the 6-1 final. 

Kotkaniemi left the game with two seconds remaining 
because of an apparent lower-body injury after a collision 
with Washington forward Lars Eller. 

"I don't like it, but what are you going to do about it?" 
Brind'Amour said. "I've talked to him. He's not doing great. I 
don't know the extent of it, but it's not good." 

NOTES: The Hurricanes finished the season series 1-2-1 
against the Capitals. … It was Aho's first shorthanded goal 
this season and 13th of his NHL career. Eric Staal leads the 
Hurricanes all-time with 16. … Washington went 9-3-1 in 
March. ... Capitals forward Evgeny Kuznetsov has his 12-
game point streak end (seven goals, eight assists). … Wilson 
has scored six points (three goals, three assists) in a five-
game point streak.
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Hurricanes rout Capitals, lose Kotkaniemi to injury 

By Stephen Whyno 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes gave the 
Washington Capitals something to think about if the division 
rivals meet in the playoffs, though it came at the cost of a 
potentially serious injury in the final seconds. 

Martin Necas scored twice, Sebastian Aho added his 29th 
goal and the Hurricanes routed the Capitals 6-1 on Monday 
night in a potential first-round preview. Carolina center 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi put no weight on his left leg after getting 
injured on a penalized hit by Lars Eller with 1.8 seconds left, 
and his uncertain status overshadowed a big victory. 

“I don’t know the extent, but it’s not good,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said during a somber postgame news 
conference. “He’s injured. I don’t know how bad, but he’s 
definitely going to be out. The game was over. Let’s just get 
it over with. Two seconds left. I don’t like it. But nothing you 
can do about it.” 

Kotkaniemi’s injury could linger long after a game that should 
have been remembered for Carolina’s domination and a 
heavyweight fight between teammate Brendan Smith and 
Washington’s Tom Wilson.  

Tensions had been simmering between them since Wilson 
rocked Vincent Trocheck with a big shoulder-to-chest hit at 
center ice in the second period, and he wanted to fight Smith 
early in the third before officials intervened. Wilson and 
Smith finally dropped the gloves midway through the third, 
with each landing multiple punches in a bout that fired up a 
crowd that had been dormant much of the game. 

“It’s two tough dudes going at it,” said Hurricanes forward 
Max Domi, who had two assists. “I have so much respect for 
Smitty, obviously for doing something like that. He certainly 
doesn’t have to, but it’s a part of the league. He’s a big part 
of the win.” 

If the fireworks were a sign of things to come, a Hurricanes-
Capitals playoff series would be must-see entertainment. 
This result moved that one step closer to reality. 

Carolina, which leads the Metropolitan Division, moved one 
point ahead of Florida in the back-and-forth race for the top 
seed in the Eastern Conference, which would likely mean a 
series against the Capitals instead of Boston, Toronto or two-
time defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 

After losing to the Capitals in a shootout at home 10 days 
ago and less than a month since getting blown out of this 
building, the Hurricanes made plenty of statements to show 
they wouldn’t be at a disadvantage if the teams face off in 
early May. 

That began well before puck drop with Brind’Amour starting 
No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen over backup Antti 
Raanta despite a visit to the Lightning looming Tuesday in 
the second half of a back-to-back. Andersen stopped 25 of 
the 26 shots he faced, with most of the pressure coming in 
the first half of the second period when the Capitals tilted the 
ice toward him. 

Much of the rest of the game was all Carolina, perhaps a 
product of the opposite scheduling for Washington: no game 
until Sunday and the next two days completely off.  

“We don’t really get to decide,” forward Garnet Hathaway 
said of the break. “We’re going to make the most of it right 
now. It’s one that, I think you could look at this game and 
really want to get back in the rink and turn things around.” 

The Capitals had a burst of energy after the first intermission 
that culminated in Wilson’s goal and cut their deficit to one, 
but the quick-strike Hurricanes answered less than two 
minutes later with Aho’s short-handed goal and left no doubt 
about the result. 

“That’s the big goal of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s 
probably the turning point of the game.” 

Veteran forward Derek Stepan and defensemen Brett Pesce 
and Brady Skjei also scored for the Hurricanes, who won for 
the second time in three games and extended their point 
streak to four. Washington’s Vitek Vanecek, who was pulled 
to start the third after allowing five goals on 23 shots, gave 
up some bad rebounds but was hardly to blame for his 
teammates’ messy play in the defensive zone and 
carelessness with the puck. 

“Tonight didn’t go our way,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “It’s 
hard to paint the month with a brush tonight and say it wasn’t 
good, or it wasn’t consistent. There was a lot of good things 
that we did. Certainly, you leave tonight and everybody’s got 
a bad taste in their mouth.” 

The Hurricanes also left Washington with a bad taste 
because of Kotkaniemi’s injury from Eller’s hit just before the 
final horn and long after the outcome had been determined. 

“For me, that’s just so stupid,” Necas said. “I don’t know even 
who hit him, but whoever it was, it’s a 6-1 game, one second 
left and does that. He tries to be a hero or whatever. I don’t 
know. I have no words for that. It’s just ridiculous.” 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Raanta is expected to start in goal in the road-
trip finale Tuesday night at Tampa Bay. 

Capitals: Host the Minnesota Wild on Sunday night after their 
extended break.
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Hurricanes visit the Lightning after Necas’ 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (44-15-7, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Tampa Bay Lightning (41-18-6, second in the Atlantic) 

Tampa, Florida; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Lightning -140, Hurricanes 
+118; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The Tampa Bay Lightning host Carolina 
after Martin Necas scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 6-1 
win against the Capitals. 

The Lightning are 23-12-3 against Eastern Conference 
opponents. Tampa Bay averages 4.4 penalties per game, 
the most in the Eastern Conference. Alex Killorn leads the 
team with 27 total penalties. 

The Hurricanes are 23-11-5 against conference opponents. 
Carolina ranks third in the Eastern Conference averaging 5.9 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on March 22, Carolina won 3-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Victor Hedman leads the Lightning 
with 45 assists and has 63 points this season. Killorn has 
four goals and one assist over the last 10 games for Tampa 
Bay. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 65 points, scoring 
29 goals and adding 36 assists. Seth Jarvis has four goals 
and two assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Lightning: 4-6-0, averaging 2.3 goals, 3.9 
assists, 5.7 penalties and 12.5 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.4 goals per game with a .927 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.4 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 10.3 penalty minutes while allowing 1.8 goals 
per game with a .932 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Lightning: Ryan McDonagh: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (undisclosed), Ethan 
Bear: day to day (lower-body).

 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi injured, 'definitely going to be out' after 
penalized hit 

WASHINGTON -- Carolina Hurricanes center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi was injured on a penalized hit with 1.8 seconds 
left, and put no weight on his left leg as he left the ice 
Monday night during a 6-1 victory over the Washington 
Capitals. 

With the game long decided, Kotkaniemi was hit by Capitals 
forward Lars Eller, and his uncertain status overshadowed a 
big win for a club chasing the Metropolitan Division title. 

"I don't know the extent, but it's not good," coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said during a somber postgame news 
conference. "He's injured. I don't know how bad, but he's 
definitely going to be out. The game was over. Let's just get 
it over with. Two seconds left. I don't like it. But nothing you 
can do about it." 

The expectations are high for Kotkaniemi in Carolina, and 
during a terrific season for the franchise, he is beginning to 
find his way, playing mostly on Brind'Amour's fourth line. 
Earlier this month, he signed a long-term extension after 
simmering contract drama in the offseason. 

"I don't know even who hit him, but whoever it was, it's a 6-1 
game, one second left and does that," said Carolina's Martin 
Necas, who scored twice in the win. "He tries to be a hero or 
whatever. I don't know. I have no words for that. It's just 
ridiculous." 

Exactly a week before the win, Kotkaniemi, 21, agreed to an 
eight-year extension -- with an average-annual value of 

$4.82 million -- ensuring the former No. 3 overall draft pick 
will be with Carolina through the 2029-30 season. 
Kotkaniemi has 11 goals and 26 points this season. 

The story behind the Hurricanes and Kotkaniemi is not your 
typical transaction in NHL parlance. They acquired 
Kotkaniemi in September, signing him as a restricted free 
agent to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet. The Montreal 
Canadiens, who drafted him in 2018, opted not to match the 
deal in the league's first successful offer-sheet acquisition 
since 2007. 

It was a response to Montreal trying to poach Carolina's 
Sebastian Aho the same way in 2019, though the Hurricanes 
matched the five-year offer sheet to keep him. But team 
president and general manager Don Waddell said the team 
wanted to reach a long-term deal with a player the team 
believes has good upside. 

"We're all confident he's going to continue to grow his game," 
Waddell said at the time of the new deal, "continue to learn 
and put up bigger numbers than even what he's doing right 
now." 

And that's in doubt for this season -- at least for now. But if 
the fireworks are a sign of things to come, a Hurricanes-
Capitals playoff series would be must-see entertainment. 
This result moved that one step closer to reality. 

Carolina, which leads the Metropolitan, moved one point 
ahead of Florida in the back-and-forth race for the top seed 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 29, 2022 

 

in the Eastern Conference, which would likely mean a series 
against the Capitals instead of Boston, Toronto or two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 

After losing to the Capitals in a shootout at home 10 days 
ago and less than a month since getting blown out of this 
building, the Hurricanes made plenty of statements to show 
they wouldn't be at a disadvantage if the teams face off in 
early May. 

That began well before puck drop with Brind'Amour starting 
No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen over backup Antti 
Raanta despite a visit to the Lightning looming Tuesday in 
the second half of a back-to-back. Andersen stopped 25 of 

the 26 shots he faced, with most of the pressure coming in 
the first half of the second period when the Capitals tilted the 
ice toward him. 

Much of the rest of the game was all Carolina, perhaps a 
product of the opposite scheduling for Washington: no game 
until Sunday and the next two days completely off. 

"We don't really get to decide," forward Garnet Hathaway 
said of the break. "We're going to make the most of it right 
now. It's one that, I think you could look at this game and 
really want to get back in the rink and turn things around."

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Competition for Avalanche in West; Bruins keep climbing 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Colorado Avalanche keep their hold on the first place spot, 
while the Boston Bruins continue their climb and approach 
the top-five of the rankings. 

While the Eastern Conference Playoff picture has been set 
for months, the Western Conference has been a little bit 
more jumbled with teams still fighting for spots and seeding. 
The Edmonton Oilers, Vegas Golden Knights, and Dallas 
Stars are fighting for two spots, with the Golden Knights 
needing a strong push in the stretch run while also hoping for 
some help along the way. The big question, though, is if 
anybody can challenge the Avalanche in the West. 

Calgary is looking like the team with the best chance to 
overtake them given their defense and goaltending, along 
with the dominance of their top forward duo of Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk. But do not sleep on the 
Minnesota Wild. Marc-Andre Fleury‘s overall numbers may 
not be great this season but he is still capable of going on a 
run and carrying a team, and it only takes one goalie to 
change a playoff run. Nashville, with Juuse Saros and some 
monster seasons from Filip Forsberg, Matt Duchene, and 
Roman Josi could also cause some havoc. 

We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s 
rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). Bet you did not 
expect to see Nazem Kadri as their leading scorer this 
season. Combination of Kadri having a career year and 
some injuries to Colorado’s top players helped get him there, 

but he has been sensational. As have the Avalanche as a 
whole. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 4). Their defensive additions at the 
trade deadline are curious, but this offense is the best in the 
NHL. By a pretty significant margin. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 3). They are still probably the 
most complete team in the Eastern Conference, even if they 
have slumped a bit over the past two weeks, losing four out 
of their past six games. 

4. Calgary Flames (LW: 5). Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk might be the best duo in the league this season. 
They are both top-eight scorers, and with them on the ice 
during 5-on-5 play the Flames are outscoring teams by a 69-
25 margin in 828 minutes of hockey. Insane numbers. Very 
nice. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 3). Their offense is in a bit of a 
funk, but that will not last long. There is too much talent here. 

6. Boston Bruins (LW: 7). You do not want to play this team 
right now. In the regular season or the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Do not sleep on them. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 6). They followed their worst 
game of the season on Friday by scoring 11 goals on 
Sunday. Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin are still dominant, 
dominant players. 

8. New York Rangers (LW: 8). They will go as far as Igor 
Shesterkin will take them. He is capable of taking them very 
far. 

9. Minnesota Wild (LW: 11). Thanks to a six-game winning 
streak and an 8-1-1 stretch over their past 10 games the 
Wild look like they are back on track. Curious to see how 
Marc-Andre Fleury plays behind a better team this season. 
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10. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 9). The goaltending situation 
makes then a total wild card. They could beat anybody with 
their overall talent, and lose to anybody because of their 
goaltending. 

11. Washington Capitals (LW: 10). If they played in the 
Western Conference they would be a top-three or four team 
over there and be a legitimate contender to go on a serious 
run in the playoffs. Because they play in the Eastern 
Conference where almost all of the best teams in the league 
play they are almost an afterthought right now. 

12. Nashville Predators (LW: 13). Roman Josi is having a 
season for the ages for the Predators. At the very least he is 
going to be top-two in the Norris Trophy voting. 

13. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 14). Getting Philip Danault and 
Viktor Arvidsson back has been a nice lift. This is a good 
team, and if Quinton Byfield can build off of his three-point 
game earlier this week that would be an even bigger lift. 

14. St. Louis Blues (LW: 12). They have not had a great 
month of March, going just 3-6-3 in the 12 games entering 
play on Monday. 

15. Dallas Stars (LW: 16). They missed the playoffs a year 
ago in large part because they were so bad in games 
decided in overtime or a shootout. It is a complete 180 this 
season, where their 13-3 record in games decided beyond 
regulation is going to be a big reason they make the playoffs. 

16. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 15). They are going to have to 
hold off Vegas for a playoff spot. Can they do that? They 
better. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 17). What a story it would be 
if Evgenii Dadonov carries them to a playoff spot after they 
tried to trade him at the NHL Trade Deadline. He is trying his 
best to do that right now. 

18. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 20). Playing their best hockey of the 
season when they have pretty much no chance to make the 
playoffs. They still need more on defense, but expectations 
should be there for the playoffs next season. 

19. New York Islanders (LW: 19). That 0-8-3 stretch in 
November and early December really did determine their 
season. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 18). They have 
overachieved for most of the season but are struggling as of 
late. 

21. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 21). They have a very 
interesting offseason ahead of them. They have looked much 
better with Bruce Boudreau as their coach, but some trades 
need to be made. 

22. San Jose Sharks (LW: 22). They have been pretty good 
ever since Erik Karlsson returned to the lineup.  

23. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 26). Not sure it means anything for 
next season, but this team is playing well right now and not 
quitting on the season. 

24. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 25). I want to see Cole 
Caufield and Nick Suzuki for a full season with Martin St. 
Louis as their head coach. 

25. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 23). They have lost nine games in 
a row and 12 out of their past 14 games. Disappointing given 
how promising their start was this season. 

26. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 24). The young talent and salary 
cap situation makes it look like this team is close to taking a 
big step, but their actual play on the ice lately makes it seem 
like they are still pretty far away. 

27. New Jersey Devils (LW: 27). The players they need to be 
building blocks are proving to be just that. Now comes the 
tricky part of building around them. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 28). They need to fully commit 
to the rebuild and break up the core. Those contracts will be 
difficult to move though. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). Some lean years look to be 
on the horizon here. 

30. Ottawa Senators (LW: 30). It is really difficult to see how 
they will make progress in this division. 

31. Seattle Kraken (LW: 32). You wonder how many 
expansion draft choices they are second guessing this 
season. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). Clayton Keller‘s season has 
been an awesome development. He either stays as a core 
player, or he boosted his trade value for the continued 
rebuild.
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Necas Scores Twice as Hurricanes Blow Out Capitals 6-1 

The Hurricanes’ offensive breakthrough continued on 
Monday night in Washington as they handed a 6-1 loss to 
the Capitals. 

By Brett Finger  

After finally breaking through their offensive drought against 
the St. Louis Blues on Saturday night, the Carolina 
Hurricanes set out to break another rough stretch on 
Monday. 

They entered their fourth and final regular-season game 
against the Washington Capitals winless in their three 
previous head-to-head meetings in 2021-22. 

The fourth time was the charm for the Hurricanes, who went 
into Capital One Arena and blew out the Caps by a final 
score of 6-1. 

Fortune was in Carolina’s favor in the early moments of the 
game. 

Just under three minutes into the opening frame, a big whiff 
on a Jesperi Kotkaniemi one-time shot saw the puck flutter 
right onto the stick of a wide-open Derek Stepan at the 
backdoor. 

The veteran pivot made no mistake, scoring his eighth goal 
of the season to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

Carolina continued to put the pressure on Washington 
throughout the early stages of the game, and that energy 
netted them their second goal at 7:47. 

Brendan Smith held the offensive zone and dished the puck 
to Andrei Svechnikov down low. Svech’s shot rebounded out 
to Vincent Trocheck, who slid the puck over to Martin Necas 
for an easy finish to make it 2-0. 

The goal was Necas’ third goal in four games and his second 
in as many games. 

The Capitals had an opportunity to cut the deficit in half near 
the end of the first period, but a slashing penalty on TJ Oshie 
nullified that, and the Hurricanes took a two-goal advantage 
into the first intermission. 

After a perfect road period to kick things off, Carolina’s start 
to the second period left much to be desired. 

The Capitals put bodies all over the Hurricanes’ puck carriers 
in the early going, taking away the time and space they 
benefited from in the first period. In response to their 
physicality, Necas threw a spinning elbow that caught John 
Carlson up high and paved the way for Washington’s first 
goal. 

Right as their power play expired, Tom Wilson cleaned up a 
deflected puck and ripped it by the outstretched pad of 
Frederik Andersen to make it 2-1. 

Max Domi took a penalty on the faceoff immediately 
following the goal, which could have spelled danger, but 
Sebastian Aho had different plans. 

Aho flew down the right-wing with the puck, got by Marcus 
Johanson, and finished beautifully on a drive to the net to 
make it 3-1. 

Two minutes later, during a four-on-four sequence, Brett 
Pesce pushed his way down into the slot, undetected, and 
sent a centering feed from Teuvo Teravainen into the net to 
make it 4-1. 

Then, just for good measure, Domi found a streaking Necas 
barrelling down the middle of the Capitals zone, and the now 
red-hot Necas ripped home his second goal of the night and 
his fourth in as many games to make it 5-1. 

It was a generally unremarkable period for the Hurricanes, 
but they managed to net three goals and put the game in 
blowout territory. 

The Capitals opted to pull Vitek Vanecek, who allowed five 
goals on 23 shots through 40 minutes, in favor of Ilya 
Samsonov for the third period. 

The third period was a formality. Washington never gave 
much of a push, and the Hurricanes added a sixth goal by 
way of a long-range Brady Skjei wrister that found its way by 
Samsonov with 10:03 to go. 

The game was all but over when Lars Eller made an 
unnecessary blindside hit on Jesperi Kotkaniemi with 1.8 
seconds left in the 6-1 game. Kotkaniemi’s leg buckled, and 
he needed significant assistance to get off the ice and into 
the locker room. 

That was an unfortunate way to end a blowout game in the 
nation’s capital. 

Regardless, the Hurricanes will be happy with the result of 
the game itself. Their best period was the first, and they rode 
that the rest of the way. 

Andersen was sturdy in the net, stopping 25 of the 26 shots 
he saw as his teammates lit up the scoreboard on the other 
side of the ice. In the win, Carolina got multi-point games 
from Necas, Domi, Trocheck, Teravainen, and Skjei. 

They will hit the ice again tomorrow night in Tampa.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Necas, and Domi on Hurricanes 6-1 Win Over Capitals 

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas, and Max Domi spoke to the 
media following Carolina’s 6-1 win over the Capitals. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes went into Capital One Arena and 
blew out the Washington Capitals on Monday night by a final 
score of 6-1. 

Unfortunately, the vibes were tarnished by a late hit from 
Washington’s Lars Eller that may lead to Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
being out for an extended period of time. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Martin Necas, and Max Domi spoke to the 
media after the game. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Eller’s late hit on Kotkaniemi: He hurt a player. He’s 
injured. We don’t know how bad, but he’s definitely going to 
be out. The game was over. Let’s just get over with it - two 
seconds. I don’t like it, but what are you going to do about it. 
I talked to him. He’s not doing great. I don’t know the extent, 
but it’s not good. 

On Brendan Smith’s health after his fight: Yeah, he’s fine. 

On the team’s performance: We were fine. We got pucks to 
go in. A lot of our losses, the puck just hasn’t gone in. We 
played solid and got good goaltending when we needed it. 
We capitalized on our chances tonight. 

On if these regular-season games will come into play if they 
play Washington in the playoffs: If we get to the playoffs and 
have to play them, none of these games are going to matter. 

On Sebastian Aho’s shorthanded goal: That was a big goal. 
That’s the big goal of the game. They’re on the power play 
and we get the shorthanded goal. That’s probably the turning 
point of the game. We had one, kind of broken up on a 
couple, it wasn’t great. We had a few chances, but the 
shorthanded goal - that was the game. 

On Smith’s fight: We know he’s a courageous guy. He’s 
been that way his whole career. I’m not a big fan of fighting 
at that point in the game. There’s no reason for it, but I 
understand why those things happen, but it’s kind of 
pointless, really, at that point in the game. 

On Max Domi: He’s looked comfortable the whole time. He’s 
going to get more and more comfortable, but he looks fine. 
He’s been great in the games he’s been here. There’s 
nothing that looks uncomfortable about his game, but I think 
he’s getting more relaxed. 

Martin Necas 

On the importance of finally getting a win over the Capitals: 
Obviously, in those games before, Washington beat us, so 
we tried to prove to each other that we can play against them 
like we can against any team in the NHL. It was a good 
game by us. We’re still taking too many penalties, which 
feels like normal for us. It was a good game by us. Now we 
have to get ready for tomorrow. 

On Smith’s fight: It’s huge. He didn’t need to do it, but he did 
it for the team, which is huge. It was a great fight by him. You 
can see how much everyone cares about each other in the 
locker room. 

On the timing of the offense coming alive: It’s always 
important, but finally, we’re getting a couple of bounces and 
pucks going in. When we lost four or five in a row, we always 
had 40 or 45 shots and scored one or two goals. It was only 
a matter of time for that to come and now it’s here. 

Max Domi 

On how he’s fit in on his new team and his new line: I’ve had 
some good chemistry with them, which goes a long way 
when you’re coming to a new team and new system and 
whatnot. 

On Eller’s hit on Kotkaniemi: Yeah. I mean, that’s brutal. It’s 
such a tough play. I can’t really speak too much on the play. 
We don’t like it, obviously. He’s a big part of this team and 
we need everyone here, so seeing him go down is not easy. 
Hopefully, he will be okay. We don’t know what it is, yet, but 
hopefully, it’s not so bad. 

On the Hurricanes’ depth: It’s such a deep team. They come 
at you in waves. They have so much talent here, and I just 
want to be part of that. Every night, there’s a new guy or new 
line that’s going and sometimes all four lines are going, so 
you just have to trust that the puck’s going to go in. The last 
couple of games, that’s been the story. 

On gearing up for the playoffs: I think every game from here 
to the playoffs is gearing up for the real stage. Every game is 
big. It doesn’t matter who it’s against. We’re happy to get the 
win and we’ll try to get another one tomorrow night against 
Tampa. 

On Smith’s fight: Two tough dudes going at it. A lot of 
respect for [Smith] for doing something like that. It wasn’t 
something that he had to do, but it’s part of the league and 
he was a big part of the win tonight. It was great to see him 
involved, and he made a bunch of defensive plays and some 
good plays in the o-zone, too.
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Carolina Hurricanes at Tampa Bay Lightning: Game Preview 

A night after the Hurricanes played a chippy game against a 
familiar opponent, they get the opportunity tonight to follow 
up on last week’s chippy game against a familiar opponent. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Carolina Hurricanes (44-15-7) at Tampa Bay Lightning (41-
18-6) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 67 
Tuesday, March 29th, 2022 — 7:00 p.m. ET 
AMALIE Arena — Tampa, Fla. 

Watch: ESPN+ (exclusive) 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Raw Charge 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

After the past two games, it’s safe to say that the Carolina 
Hurricanes did not, in fact, permanently lose the capability to 
score goals. 

After exploding for 13 goals over their past two games, the 
Hurricanes – led by Martin Necas, of all people – have 
reminded everyone just why it was so premature to write 
them off on the basis of not being able to hit water from a 
boat for a week or so. That led to the Washington Capitals 
becoming increasingly frustrated last night, resulting in a 
potentially lengthy injury to Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

And wouldn’t you know it: next up tonight is a follow-up to 
last Tuesday’s punchy affair in Raleigh where Nikita 
Kucherov was looking for any and all comers on his way off 
the ice in the waning moments of the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
3-2 loss. 

Buckle up. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

Record 44-15-7 41-18-6 

Goals/Game 3.35 3.28 

Goals Against/Game 2.35 2.74 

Shots/Game 33.80 30.23 

Face Off Win % 53.4% 50.1% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.5% (6th) 20.7% (17th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.4% (1st) 81.3% (10th) 

Category Hurricanes Lightning 

ES Corsi For % 55.40% 51.00% 

ES PDO 101.01 101.56 

PIM/Game 09:26 10:51 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Brian Elliott 

Record 32-10-3 7-3-2 

Save % .927 .916 

GAA 2.05 2.38 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Record 11-4-3 33-14-4 

Save % .919 .920 

GAA 2.31 2.36 

Game Notes 

 The Lightning are finishing up a very road-heavy 
month of March where they played ten of their 15 
games on the road. Tonight’s game is their first 
home game since March 19, and only their second 
since March 4 (!). 

 Perhaps not surprising given the extensive travel, 
the Lightning have treaded water this month. 
They’re 7-7-0 in March, and a loss to the Hurricanes 
tonight would ensure their first month with a losing 
record this season. 

 The Hurricanes are poised for a season sweep of 
the Lightning with a win tonight, which would be 
their first sweep of the Lightning since the 2008-09 
season and only their third in history. 

 When last these two teams met, a week ago at 
PNC Arena, the Hurricanes held on for a 3-2 win on 
the strength of power-play goals by Necas and 
Tony DeAngelo and the game-winner from 
Sebastian Aho. But what you’ll probably remember 
is the benches clearing at the end of the game, with 
every member of both teams yelling pleasantries at 
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the other and the whole scene looking like a WWE 
battle royal. 

 The teams’ only other meeting this year was 
November 9 in Tampa, won by the Hurricanes 2-1 
on a Necas overtime goal that occurred after Brady 
Skjei’s presumed game-winner minutes before was 
nullified on an offside review. 

 This is almost impossible to believe, but it’s true: 
only once in franchise history, including the Hartford 
days, have the Hurricanes swept a three-game road 
trip. A win tonight would mark the second time, 
joining a run from November 14-19, 2019 in the 
record books. 

 Jaccob Slavin’s 31st assist of the season last night 
set a career high, and also gave him 200 points in 
his NHL career. He’s one of five defensemen in 
franchise history to hit the 200-point mark, and is 58 

points behind record holder Justin Faulk for the top 
scoring defenseman in franchise history. 

 Speaking of 200-point milestones, Andrei 
Svechnikov is two points away from hitting that total 
himself.  

 The Hurricanes have registered fighting majors in 
three straight games for the first time this season 
after Brendan Smith’s tussle with Tom Wilson last 
night. (Given the history here, the betting money is 
on it being four in a row after tonight.) 

 A friendly reminder: tonight’s game is an ESPN+ 
exclusive. It won’t be on regular ESPN nor on Bally 
Sports South. Mike and Tripp will have the call on 
the radio only.

 

 

 

Canes wallop Washington 6-1, continue recent run on road  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes went off for the second straight 
game, downing the Washington Capitals 6-1 on the road on 
Monday, March 28.  

Following a 7-2 blowout win over the St. Louis Blues just two 
days prior, the Canes (44-15-7) put together another team 
win as five different players notched multiple points against 
the Capitals (37-20-10). Center Martin Nečas led the way 
with two goals and an assist.  

“We got pucks to go in, which is what we’ve had in a lot of 
our games,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “In a lot of 
our losses, the pucks just haven't gone in. We played solid, 
we got good goaltending when we needed it and we 
capitalized on our chances.” 

Centers Max Domi and Vincent Trocheck, left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen and defenseman Brady Skjei also put up 
multipoint nights as 12 different Hurricanes got involved in 
the scoring. After Carolina had seven multipoint 
performances in St. Louis, the continuation of team hockey 
spelled continued success for the Canes. 

“These guys are such a deep team,” Domi said. “... There's 
so much talent here and I just wanted to be a part of that 
because every night there is a new guy that’s clicking and a 
new line that’s going, and sometimes you have four lines 
going. So eventually, you just want to trust that the puck is 
going to go in and the last couple of games that’s been the 
story, just scoring.” 

The Caps didn’t make it easy for the Hurricanes, however, as 
they bruised Carolina on the boards by outhitting them 45-
26. The physicality and lopsided scoreline led to a series of 
skirmishes across the latter two periods, including a fight 
between defenseman Brendan Smith and Tom Wilson, as 
well as a blindside hit by Lars Eller that injured center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi in the final seconds. 

“[Kotkaniemi]’s injured, we don't know how bad but he's 
definitely out,” said Brind’Amour. “The game's over, there’s 
two seconds left. I don’t like it.” 

Of course, there was hockey being played too. Thanks to a 
pair of goals by center Derek Stepan and Nečas, the Canes 
got on top of the Capitals early with a 2-0 lead at the first 
intermission. Carolina never relinquished that lead as center 
Sebastian Aho, defenseman Brett Pesce and Nečas lit up 
the scoreboard in the second to set up a 5-1 Canes lead 
after two periods. Wilson scored Washingtons’ lone goal of 
the night early in that period as well. 

Carolina made good use of the faceoff circle to maintain its 
advantage, winning 61% of the faceoffs to keep the puck in 
its control and prevent Washington from setting up any quick 
goals. When Washington did gain possession, goaltender 
Frederik Andersen did his part by stopping 25 of 26 shots by 
the Caps. 

The Canes will complete their three-game road trip on 
Tuesday, March 29 as they travel south to Tampa Bay to 
take on the Lightning. Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Wolves make three deadline moves 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday they have added 
three players at the American Hockey League trade 
deadline. 

The Wolves received veteran forward Richard Panik on loan 
from the NHL’s New York Islanders and defenseman Tarmo 
Reunanen on loan from the Carolina Hurricanes. Reunanen 
was acquired Monday from the New York Rangers for 
Wolves center Maxim Letunov. Chicago also added veteran 
defenseman Chris Bigras from the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins in exchange for future considerations. 

Panik, 31, has spent most of the last nine seasons in the 
NHL. The Martin, Slovakia, native has produced 88 goals 
and 107 assists in 521 regular-season games with Tampa 
Bay, Toronto, Chicago, Arizona, Washington, Detroit and the 
New York Islanders. This season, he owns 7 goals and 5 
assists in 28 games for Bridgeport and 1 assist in 4 games 
for New York. 

The 24-year-old Reunanen has amassed 2 goals, 15 assists 
and a +8 plus/minus rating in 40 games this season for the 
AHL’s Hartford Wolf Pack. He appeared in four games for 
the New York Rangers in 2020-21 and contributed 1 assist. 

Letunov delivered 13 goals and 10 assists while playing in all 
60 games for the Wolves this season. 

The 27-year-old Bigras produced 3 goals and 7 assists in 28 
games for the Penguins this season. Since making his AHL 
debut for the Lake Eric Monsters when he was 20 years old, 
Bigras has contributed 24 goals, 93 assists and 145 penalty 
minutes in 267 regular-season games. Selected by the 
Colorado Avalanche in the second round of the 2013 NHL 
Entry Draft, Bigras spent part of the 2015-16 and 2017-18 
seasons with the Avalanche. He posted 1 goal, 3 assists and 
18 penalty minutes in 46 NHL appearances. 

Panik, Reunanen and Bigras join a Wolves squad that will 
clinch a Calder Cup Playoffs berth with a win Tuesday night 
at Cleveland. The Wolves boast the AHL’s second-best 
record with a .733 points percentage (39-11-5-5) with five 
weeks remaining in the regular season. 

Chicago returns to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. Saturday to face 
the Milwaukee Admirals on Salute to Military Families Night 
and 3 p.m. Sunday to play the Texas Stars on Papa Johns 
Family Sunday. To find the best deals on tickets, contact a 
Wolves representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

  

  

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259882625.html 
https://theathletic.com/3214925/2022/03/28/bounces-catching-up-with-the-process-for-hurricanes/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/03/hurricanes-throttle-caps-but-lose-kotkaniemi-to-injury/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-offense-stays-hot-canes-dominate-caps-six-to-one/c-332368904 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nino-niederreiter-one-game-suspension-upheld-by-nhl/c-332361972 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-washington-capitals-game-recap/c-332347098 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-7dc02f89330bd3f630f1226fb2772bbb 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-tampa-florida-carolina-hurricanes-25bfea9d92aa45f2aa1cfb5bd14d464f 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33619186/carolina-hurricanes-center-jesperi-kotkaniemi-injured-definitely-going-after-penalized-hit 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/28/nhl-power-rankings-competition-for-colorado-avalanche-in-west-boston-bruins-keep-climbing/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/28/23000720/necas-scores-twice-carolina-hurricanes-blow-out-washington-capitals-6-1-nhl-necas-
kotkaniemi 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/28/23000905/they-said-it-rod-brindamour-martin-necas-max-domi-carolina-hurricanes-6-1-win-over-capitals-
nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/29/23001281/carolina-hurricanes-at-tampa-bay-lightning-game-preview-statistics-notes-how-to-watch 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-wallop-washington-6-1-continue-recent-run-on-road/article_ffcad7c4-af0a-11ec-9255-

97e74a7c9e2b.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/03/28/wolves-make-three-deadline-moves/ 
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Hurricanes offense regains its footing as Carolina blows past Washington 
Capitals 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 

 

The Washington Capitals had been one team the Carolina Hurricanes 
couldn’t beat this season. 

No longer. 

After a scoring outburst Saturday against the St. Louis Blues, the Canes 
maintained their shooting touch Monday with a convincing 6-1 road 
victory over the Caps at Capital One Arena. 

It was another game when the Canes’ side of the scoresheet was 
packed. Martin Necas scored twice, giving the speedy winger four goals 
in his last four games, and had an assist. Sebastian Aho had a 
shorthanded goal, always a momentum-shifter, and defensemen Brett 
Pesce and Brady Skjei each had a goal. 

One downside: center Jesperi Kotkaniemi was injured with 1.8 seconds 
left in regulation on a big hit from Lars Eller along the boards and had to 
be helped off the ice. Eller was called for charging after what was a 
needless hit. 

“Just so stupid,” Necas said of the hit. “It’s a 6-1 game, one second left 
and he tries to be a hero or whatever. Just ridiculous.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he was not sure of the extent of the 
injury but said, “It’s not good.” 

The Kotkaniemi line provided the game’s first goal. Quickly in transition, 
Derek Stepan took a breakout pass from defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
and ended up scoring off the rebound of a Kotkaniemi shot. That set the 
tone. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen was the benefactor this night, as Antti 
Raanta was in the Canes’ 7-2 road win over the Blues. Like Raanta, he 
had his share of some timely saves among his 25 stops as the Canes 
improved to 44-15-7. 

Andersen twice stopped Alex Ovechkin in the second period on power-
play shots that would have tied the score. Ovechkin then failed to paw 
down a puck chipped off the glass and Aho was off with it. 

Aho skated past Marcus Johansson and beat goalie Vitek Vanecek with 
a forehand as he swept in front of the net. Aho had his 29th of the 
season and the Canes a 3-1 lead -- Aho’s first shortie of the season and 
13th of his career. 

“That’s the big goal of the game, probably the turning point,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

After Pesce and then Necas scored on shots from the slot, it was 5-1 
after two periods, and Skjei scored the only third-period goal. Max Domi, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck each had two assists — Domi’s 
first points with the Canes. 

It was a night mostly of frustration for the Caps (37-21-10), who won the 
first three games against Carolina this season and were 9-2-1 in March 
before Monday’s game. 

“It felt like the first game out of the four where we played actually like our 
game,” Necas said. 

Vanecek, for example, shut out the Canes 4-0 with 36 saves on March 3. 
He lasted two periods Monday. 

Ovechkin buried a power-play shot in the first period and was set to 
celebrate. But the whistle had blown just before the shot and the Caps’ 
T.J. Oshie was called for slashing. 

In the third period, Caps bruiser Tom Wilson, who scored their goal, 
dropped the gloves and wanted to go with the Canes’ Brendan Smith, 
who took a pass on a fight — briefly. The two later traded blows in a fight 
that lasted longer than it should have. Smith was left a bit bloodied but 
answered Wilson’s challenge. 

“That was two tough dudes going at it,” Domi said. 

That’s two wins in two games in what might be the Canes’ toughest 
three-game road trip of the season. Carolina goes to Tampa Bay on 
Tuesday to close out the back-to-back. 

“We want to keep building, want to keep getting better every day,” 
Andersen said. 
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Was the Canes’ offensive burst against the Blues a one-night stand, or 
breakout game? 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 

 

Hockey can be such a fickle, frustrating game. 

Then, as fast as an Andrei Svechnikov one-timer, things can change. 

In the three games before Saturday, the Carolina Hurricanes put 132 
shots on net and scored six goals, losing two of the three. Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour remained calm, at least publicly, talking about such 
things as trusting the process, playing the right way and waiting for the 
bounces to change. 
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They changed Saturday. The Canes had a modest 28 shots and scored 
seven times in starting a three-game road trip with a 7-2 beating of the 
St. Louis Blues. 

Granted, two of the Carolina goals came with an empty net. But five 
pucks went past Blues goalie Ville Husso. Svechnikov scored twice and 
13 players had points in the offensive smorgasbord. 

“You take those three games and we didn’t get those bounces that (go) 
into the net,” Svechnikov said after the win, which gave the Canes (43-
15-7, 93 points) a five-point lead over the Pittsburgh Penguins in the 
Metropolitan Division. “Today we had some lucky bounces and we kept 
grinding away. I just try to work hard every game and I know the goals 
will come for me.” 

Sounds simple enough. But before Saturday, Svechnikov had gone nine 
games without a goal and had one in his last 16. He had taken 48 shots 
on goal and had several others miss the net. 

While there has been much to like about Svechnikov’s overall game and 
maturation in his fourth NHL season, the Canes count on the forward to 
use his powerful frame to score goals and have a bigger impact on 
games offensively. He now has 25 goals, a career high, and will continue 
to add to that down the stretch of the regular season. 

The Canes are hoping Martin Necas is on the verge of an offensive tear 
of sorts. The winger, seemingly as fast as any player in the league, had a 
scintillating shorthanded goal Saturday in the first period to get the Canes 
started, and has scored in two of the past three games after a stretch of 
one goal in 25 games. 

“It’s good to have a couple of goals lately,” Necas said. “Before I had a 
little streak where I couldn’t score. But sometimes one little bounce gets 
you going and you feel better about yourself and the confidence is 
higher.” 

That can work for a team, too. The Canes before Saturday had put up 
44, 41 and 47 shots in their past three games. But New York Rangers 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev shut out the Canes with 44 saves and Scott 
Wedgewood of the Dallas Stars shut down the Canes with another 44 in 
a shootout win. 

But the road trip for Carolina began with 28 shots and seven goals. Six 
players scored and 10 had assists — Necas and defenseman Ian Cole 
each had a goal and assist — while goalie Antti Raanta got the job done 
in net with 30 saves and withstood a Blues push in the third. 

It’s on to Washington and then Tampa Bay for what could be brutally 
physical games. The Canes face the Caps on Monday, then complete a 
back-to-back against the Lightning a week after the Canes’ 3-2 win, and 
a postgame bench-clearing kerfuffle in Raleigh. 

The players said that wasn’t a big deal. It seemed like a big deal. We’ll 
know Tuesday. 

Question: Was Saturday a one-night offensive stand or the start of 
something? 

“Every game we had a lot of shots but couldn’t score,” Necas said. “But 
one little bounce and it turns around. Good to see, scoring more goals.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Washington Capitals 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Capital One Arena, Washington. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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Bounces catching up with the process for Hurricanes 

 

Sara Civian7-8 minutes 29/03/2022 

 

WASHINGTON — If you know anything about Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, you know he’s the antithesis of lazy. Those close to him are 
well equipped with dozens of extreme anecdotes regarding his dedication 
to fitness, like sneaking into closed gyms and packing bags full of 
equipment for vacation. 

He takes that same diligent approach to game analysis and the way he 
talks about it to the media. He doesn’t let us get away with being too 
positive just because the team won or too negative just because the 
team lost. 

Brind’Amour was spicy after the 2-0 loss to the Rangers on March 20. 
The Canes had been struggling to string wins together and outshot their 
opponent 44-18, but none of those 44 shots went in. (For the record, I 
love when he and the players get spicy — makes for a much more 
interesting story.) 

“That was probably one of our better games all year. Their goalie played 
great, and that’s end of story. I don’t know what else we could have done 
other than put pucks in the net. Everything we wanted to do, for the most 
part, we did. We just didn’t get rewarded tonight,” he said. “I know you 
guys are gonna write ‘four losses in a row.’ Go ahead, but three out of 
those four games, I’d take all day long. End of story.” 

Four days later came Carolina’s shootout loss to the Stars. Brind’Amour 
maintained that his Canes and their process were just fine. 

“I don’t know if I’ve seen a better game in 20 years being here as far as 
doing everything we were trying to do,” he said. “We just didn’t get it in 
the net as much as we’d like. And then we lost the talent show at the 
end. That’s the end of that.” 

There have been times I’ve disagreed with Brind’Amour’s analysis and 
I’ve felt like he’s thrown himself under the bus to protect his players who 
were underperforming — this recent campaign he’s been on, urging the 
media to look beyond the scoreboard, definitely isn’t that. And as cliche 
as the concept of “good” and “bad” bounces can be, you can see what he 
means now that the pendulum’s swinging on this trip. 

The Canes have had an up-and-down few weeks in terms of results as 
they navigate the second-hardest second-half schedule in the league. 
They needed Saturday’s 7-2 win over the Blues to kick off this trip, and 
not just because of the result. They weren’t playing particularly better 
than they had been, but the bounces were bouncing and they were 
getting rewarded in empty-netters and birthday goals galore for sticking 
with the process through this stretch. 

As the goals kept coming at the end of the game, I sort of felt like 
Brind’Amour was going to burst into the media room with an “I told you 
so” smirk. Was this a “told you so” moment? 

“Well, it kinda felt like it,” he told me. “It wasn’t even one of our better 
games, just everything we shot went in. It’s the law of averages, you get 
enough chances eventually they’ll go in.” 

Fair enough. 

Brind’Amour beat this drum again after morning skate Monday at Capital 
One Arena, and it really got to the heart of the point he’s been trying to 
make for weeks. 

“What bothers me the most is not assessing games (correctly) — win or 
lose,” he said, taking exception to the idea that the Canes had been in a 
rough patch. “I’m tired of that. (The Dallas game) was a dominant game, 
it was a great game — no different than the Rangers a couple days 
before. That’s what happened. We didn’t win, that’s fine. The last time we 
were (at Washington), that game was terrible. I’ll tell it like it is, that was 
brutal.” 
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I think at the very least we can all agree that the Canes’ 6-1 final score 
against the Caps — their first win over their Metro division BFFs this 
season — reflected the game tonight. 

The Canes have scored 13 goals in the past two games. The bounces 
are catching up with the process. But if you’re talking to Brind’Amour, 
make sure you know the difference. 

• The postgame vibe was somber despite the 6-1 win Monday. Lars Eller 
blindsided Jesperi Kotkaniemi with 1.8 seconds to play, and though 
Brind’Amour didn’t have a postgame update, he said Kotkaniemi will 
definitely be missing some time. “A player is injured, we don’t know how 
bad but he’s definitely going to be out. The game’s over, let’s just get 
over with it. Two seconds left. I don’t like it, but what are you going to do 
about it? He’s not doing great. I don’t know the extent.” 

• Martin Necas had strong words for the situation as well. “I don’t know 
what to say, for me that’s just so stupid. I don’t even know who hit him, 
but whoever it was, it’s a 6-1 game, one second left and he does that. He 
tries to be a hero or whatever. I don’t know, I’ve got no words for that. It’s 
just ridiculous.” 

• Speaking of Necas, the man is extremely back. He’s got four goals and 
two assists in his past four games, he’s finding success recently on a line 
with Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov, and the confidence is 
palpable. Between him and Seth Jarvis, don’t underestimate the power of 
confidence in a young player. And sometimes that takes a few of those 
bounces. 

• The Canes have scored short-handed in two consecutive games after 
struggling to convert at any strength for a while there. First of all, I think 
it’s safe to pronounce that slump dead. Second, as Smash Mouth once 
said, the goals start coming and they don’t stop coming. 

• Don’t let the questionable hit in the last few seconds of the game 
distract you from the questionable fight earlier on. It was the latest in the 
Tom Wilson versus Brendan Smith saga, and to be certain, Smith 
welcomed the fight. He was seen on the bench telling Wilson he’d go, 
and Smith is as tough as they come so of course he was. But it worried 
me considering Smith had just returned to play after an injury that 
fractured his skull and caused him to lose hearing temporarily. Thankfully 
Brind’Amour told me postgame that he’s fine. “We know he’s a 
courageous guy,” Brind’Amour continued. “He’s been that way his whole 
career. I’m not a big fan of fighting at that point in the game. There’s no 
reason for it, but I understand why those things happen, but it’s kind of 
pointless, really, at that point in the game.” 

• Fun fact of the evening: Sebastian Aho has tied Brind’Amour for 10th on 
the all-franchise scoring list with 174 goals. 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 
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4 signs of optimism for the Lightning offense 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 28/03/2022 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — Offense hasn’t been easy to come by for the Lightning 
of late. Their four goals in Sunday’s win over the Islanders marked just 
the second time in their past nine games that they’ve scored more than 
two. 

It was only one game, and a stingy Hurricanes team that has allowed a 
league-low 2.37 goals per game on Tuesday will provide a better test of 
which direction the Lightning offense is headed. 

Still, here are four reasons to be optimistic. 

Power play picking up momentum 

Victor Hedman’s second-period goal Sunday gave the Lightning as many 
power-play goals (three) in the past two games as they had in the 
previous nine. 

Victor Hedman’s second-period goal Sunday gave the Lightning as many 
power-play goals (three) in the past two games as they had in the 
previous nine. [ PAUL SANCYA | AP ] 

Victor Hedman’s second-period goal Sunday gave the Lightning as many 
power-play goals (3 for 7) in the past two games as they had in the 
previous nine (3 for 28). 

Hedman’s goal wasn’t your typical man-advantage goal. Brayden Point 
jetted out from behind his own net and sent a cross-ice pass through the 
neutral zone to Hedman, who wristed a shot from low in the right circle 
that squeezed between goaltender Ilya Sorokin’s body and right arm. 

But the result adds confidence to a group that hasn’t seen much go its 
way for the past three weeks. 

“When you go through the stretch that we’ve been on, you put pressure 
on yourself to produce, especially on the power play,” Hedman said. “But 
there’s going to be games where it doesn’t happen. But we believe in 
ourselves, and we believe in the group that we have.” 

Better net-front presence 

— Lightning Radio (@BoltsRadio) March 27, 2022 

The Lightning padded their lead with a pair of third-period goals in which 
they created traffic in front of the net and took advantage of rebounds to 
beat Islanders goaltender Semyon Varlamov. 

As Brandon Hagel, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and Ross Colton 
pressured the front of net, the puck kicked out to Mikhail Sergachev at 
the point. Sergachev passed to Colton in the lower left circle, and Colton 
scored on his own rebound. 

Sergachev later iced the game with a goal that was a result of the kind of 
puck-retrieval game we haven’t seen much of from the Lightning on the 
offensive end. 

Steven Stamkos recovered his own one-timer and rimmed the puck 
behind the net to Nikita Kucherov in the far corner. As Stamkos jostled 
for position in front of the net, Kucherov cycled the puck to Sergachev, 
who put his own rebound into the net. 

Embracing a shooter’s mentality 

Ross Colton, with eight, was one of eight Lightning players who had four 
or more shot attempts Sunday. 

You can’t score if you don’t shoot, and the Lightning can sometimes try to 
be too fine and overpass instead of taking open shots on net. But in 
Sunday’s win, eight players had four or more shot attempts (including 
those not on goal), led by Hedman’s 10, Colton’s eight and Kucherov’s 
seven. 

The game marked the second straight in which the Lightning had 40 
scoring chances — including 34 in 5-on-5 play against the Islanders — 
after averaging just 28 chances in their previous five games. 

Kucherov showing signs of breaking out 

— Lightning Radio (@BoltsRadio) March 27, 2022 

Kucherov has just one goal in his past 13 games. He’s been such an 
important part of the team’s past two postseason runs, the Lightning will 
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need his presence on the scoresheet to have a legitimate chance at 
another. 

Everyone talks about Kucherov’s vision and how he sees things before 
others on the ice, but when he’s not getting results, he clearly becomes 
frustrated. 

He has 15 shot attempts over the past two games, including nine on 
goal, so it’s a good sign that he’s shooting more often. But his strength is 
as a distributor, and he has assists in three of his past four games (after 
just four in his previous nine). 

Kucherov bests utilizes that vision when he’s finding an open teammate 
while drawing attention to himself, and that’s what he did on Sergachev’s 
goal, skating to the top of the slot and drawing two Islanders to him 
before passing to a wide-open Sergachev in the left circle. 

• • • 

The Tampa Bay Times has commemorated the Lightning’s second 
consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 
Striking Twice. Order now. 
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Lightning cap off road trip with win over Islanders 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — Victor Hedman likes playing in afternoon games 
because he knows his family and friends can watch him play in prime 
time back home in Sweden, where they’re six hours ahead of the U.S. 
East Coast. 

The past two days, they’ve seen a lot of the Lightning defenseman, who 
scored a tying goal that energized Tampa Bay in a 4-1 win over the 
Islanders on Sunday afternoon. In completing a four-game trip with wins 
on back-to-back days, Hedman logged more than 50 minutes of ice time 
over the last two games. 

“It’s fun to play these early games because you know a lot of people back 
home are watching,” said Hedman, whose 18th goal of the season, which 
tied the score at 1 in the second period, was a career high. “Always nice 
to get a goal, also.” 

The Lightning (41-18-6) ended their trip — and a stretch of 11 games in 
11 cities that took them across two countries and four time zones — 5-6-
0 overall. 

The Lightning finish their regular-season schedule with 12 of 17 games at 
Amalie Arena. 

Tampa Bay Lightning's Victor Hedman celebrates with teammates after 
scoring a goal during the second period. 

Against an Islanders team they know well — the Lightning eliminated 
New York in the past two postseasons — Tampa Bay played arguably its 
best game in several weeks. It matched the Islanders’ physicality, came 
from behind and padded a lead late. 

Hedman scored 1:10 into the second period with six seconds left on a 
power play, giving Tampa Bay three man-advantage goals in the past 
two games after going 3-for-28 in the previous nine. The Lightning 
penalty kill is 13-for-13 over its past three games while incorporating 
newcomers Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul. 

“I tell the guys all the time, bring two things to the rink — work ethic and 
preparation — and everything else will take care of itself,” coach Jon 
Cooper said. “I think it was big that our special teams have kicked in a bit 

and they got a little momentum off that, and the (penalty kill) has been 
outstanding.” 

While the Lightning’s top scorers have struggled of late, Hedman has 
picked up the load. He has seven goals in March, his most for any 
month, and is among the league leaders for defensemen in March. 

With defenseman Ryan McDonagh out indefinitely with an upper-body 
injury and missing his second straight game Sunday, defensemen played 
a key role against New York. Cal Foote had four hits and a key second-
period block on defenseman Noah Dobson’s slap shot from the slot. The 
Lightning survived that wave and took the lead on Alex Killorn’s goal 9:47 
into the second. 

“When some of your go-to guys (are out) — (McDonagh is) a go-to guy 
for us — that’s why you have depth, and (Foote has) come in for us,” 
Cooper said. “I thought he was outstanding (Sunday). On the back end, 
all the other guys played well.” 

Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev helped the Lightning pad their lead in the 
third, getting the primary assist on Ross Colton’s goal 9:10 into the period 
and scoring with 3:04 left in the game. 

Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin left with an undisclosed injury to open 
the third and was replaced by Semyon Varlamov. 

“We played great when we got the lead,” Sergachev said. “I don’t think 
(the Islanders) got a lot of chances. We played our game. We kept on 
scoring and kept on pushing, but not cheating the game. I felt like that 
was the part that I liked the most.” 

The Lightning knew they would get a physical matchup with the 
Islanders, and they were tested from the first whistle, when 6-foot-10 
defenseman Zdeno Chara challenged Anthony Cirelli, then Colton later in 
the period. Lightning enforcer Pat Maroon and Corey Perry were more 
than happy to engage when they were challenged early. 

“There’s a lot of dislike from the playoffs and stuff,” said Sergachev, who 
had three of the Lightning’s 17 hits. “I’m sure (the Islanders are) all fine 
guys, but when the game is speeding up, they’re getting under my skin. 
They’re tough guys. Obviously.” 
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Sheldon Kennedy addresses NHL general managers on safety, respect 

 

JOSHUA CLIPPERTON 

 

Sheldon Kennedy never envisioned a moment like this two decades ago. 

Kim Davis didn’t see it coming as recently as 2018. 

The pair led a discussion with the NHL’s 32 general managers at their 
annual meeting – but first in-person gathering since March, 2020, 
because of COVID-19 – on Monday as the league continues its attempt 
to push forward on the issues of safety, inclusion and respect. 

“What I have learned over the years is that if we continually try to put one 
foot in front of the other and do the right thing, good things happen,” 
Kennedy said afterward. 

“It was an amazingly rich and vulnerable conversation for a group of 
GMs,” added Davis, the league’s executive vice-president of social 
impact, growth initiatives and legislative affairs. 

“That’s a huge starting point for us.” 
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Kennedy, who suited up for parts of eight NHL seasons, has been a 
voice for victims following his own experience being sexually abused by 
then-coach Graham James during his time as a junior hockey player. 

The 52-year-old’s Respect Group organization announced a partnership 
with the league at December’s board of governors meeting at the same 
Florida resort. 

Kennedy said that while hockey has grown on the ice in recent years, 
away from the rink is where change needs to continue in a sport that’s 
historically been slow to embrace new ideas and voices following a string 
of high-profile events, including racism and the Chicago Blackhawks 
sexual-abuse scandal. 

“One of the catalysts a lot of times for change to happen is when 
incidents happen,” Kennedy said. “You put your head in the sand, bury 
yourself and move on or you can acknowledge that, ‘You know what? We 
need to be better in this space.’” 

Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas, Winnipeg Jets counterpart Kevin 
Cheveldayoff and Jim Nill of the Dallas Stars, who make up an executive 
board on inclusion, all spoke as part of a panel discussion moderated by 
Davis. 

“An excellent step just to have conversation with everybody,” Dubas said. 
“Kim and Sheldon were outstanding, but Kevin Cheveldayoff and Jim Nill, 
as people who’ve been in the game for a very long time, just sharing and 
be very vulnerable about their experience, that was great for the 
leadership of the entire initiative, and continuing to grow the game in that 
route.” 

The Jets are the only NHL team – management, coaches, players and 
staff at the club’s parent company included – to complete the prevention 
training, which is run in conjunction with the league’s Respect Hockey 
program. The other six Canadian franchises are expected to have it done 
by the original June 30 target date, but the program requires tweaks in 
some U.S. jurisdictions. 

Cheveldayoff was a member of the Blackhawks’ front office when former 
player Kyle Beach’s allegations of abuse by the team’s former video 
coach were brought to management, and little was done. He’s the only 
person still employed in the NHL placed at a May, 2010, meeting in 
Chicago to discuss the allegations. 

“What’s important to us in this process is that this becomes embedded,” 
Davis said. “That’s the term we’ve been using – embedded in everything 
that we do. 

“Which means that we want to get it right.” 

Kennedy said teams should be prepared for the current generation of 
players and beyond to expect conversations on uncomfortable issues. 

“It’s about keeping it simple,” he said. “If I didn’t have a lived experience, 
I probably wouldn’t have learned about these issues, because it was 
never in front of me. Understanding that is huge.” 

Montreal Canadiens GM Kent Hughes said he was impressed by what 
was shared Monday. 

“My kids and the kids today are more fortunate to come up in an 
environment that’s more understanding,” said the first-year manager. 
“But we’ve also learned with mistakes made on a public level that the 
consequences are pretty significant. 

“We don’t just brush them under the rug, so it also makes them have to 
be more aware and more alert in terms of their responsibility to create a 
more understanding environment.” 

Kennedy said getting issues out in the open and getting conversations 
started is crucial. 

“All these topics carry a significant amount of fear with them, and not a lot 
of confidence,” he said. “[The GMs] were listening to their peers, and 
people were being honest. That’s what needs to happen. 

“And that’s how we’re going to get through this.” 

Kennedy said individuals complete a pair of surveys before and after the 
prevention training, including a question about having witnessed or 
participated in specific behaviours. 

“The numbers always double after they take the program,” he said. “That 
tells me that a lot of people didn’t know where the line is drawn. 

“And we’re not just talking here about the egregious, blatant abuses.” 

Kennedy left Monday’s meeting encouraged a discussion close to his 
heart got centre stage. 

And by the reaction in the room. 

“I probably had a preconceived idea of what it might have went like,” he 
said. “But it was not nothing like that at all. 

“Quite impressed with how open and honest conversations were actually 
happening in there.” 

Globe And Mail LOADED: 03.29.2022 

1240057 Montreal Canadiens 

 

With influx of young talent, future of Canadiens' defence looks bright 

Justin Barron, Corey Schueneman, Jordan Harris, Kaiden Guhle, Kyle 
Clague and Mattias Norlinder could be in mix when training camp opens. 

 

Author of the article: Pat Hickey •  Montreal Gazette 

 

An influx of young talent means there should be some heated battles for 
roster spots on the Canadiens’ blue line when training camp opens in 
September. 

Head coach Martin St. Louis is using the Canadiens’ road trip to hold 
auditions and 20-year-old Justin Barron passed his first test in Sunday’s 
3-2 shootout loss to New Jersey. 

St. Louis said Barron, who was acquired from Colorado in the Artturi 
Lehkonen trade, made “a very good first impression.” 

“He managed his game very well, just like he managed the puck, and he 
defended really well,” said St. Louis. “He earned his coach’s confidence.” 

That’s why Barron joined Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield to start the 
overtime period. 

“I know he’s an attacking player and it was an opportunity for him to see 
a lot of ice with a lot of space,” said St. Louis. “He did a good job.” 

“It was really special,” said Barron, a Halifax native who was the 
Avalanche’s first-round draft choice in 2020 (No. 25 overall). 

“It’s a dream come true. When I was young, I watched the Canadiens on 
television and now I have the chance to wear this sweater. It was an 
exciting game, but we didn’t get the two points. In the overtime, I thought 
it was great to see that they trusted me. I found myself with two very 
good players in Suzie and Cole.” 

The Canadiens have the top-four in place with Jeff Petry, Alexander 
Romanov, David Savard and Joel Edmundson. The wild-card in that 
group is Petry, who has asked for a trade but is still in Montreal because 
general manager Kent Hughes couldn’t find a team who would meet his 
price. 

Petry, who is injured, seems happier since the coaching change and is 
more productive, but the question is whether his wife, Julie, wants to 
return to Montreal. She and the couple’s kids moved back to the Detroit 
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area during the Christmas holidays amid frustrations over COVID-19 
restrictions and growing criticism of Petry’s on-ice performance. 

While Barron had a strong debut, he is one of a handful of players. 

Corey Schueneman, a 26-year-old late bloomer, has logged significant 
minutes and he might have an edge over some of his rivals because he 
understands the importance of getting the puck to the net on the power 
play. 

The most anticipated newcomers are Jordan Harris, who signed with the 
Canadiens Saturday after his college career ended at Northeastern, and 
junior star Kaiden Guhle. 

Harris will join the Canadiens in Florida Tuesday and St. Louis plans to 
look at him on this trip. The Canadiens play the Panthers Tuesday and 
go on to Carolina Thursday and Tampa Bay Saturday. At 5-foot-11 and 
185 pounds, Harris is on the small side, but he is an excellent skater with 
an offensive upside that fits into St. Louis’s style of play. 

Guhle had an outstanding camp last year before the Canadiens decided 
to send him back to junior. He won’t get a chance to see action with 
Montreal this season because his junior team, the Edmonton Oil Kings, 
are battling for first place overall in the Western Hockey League and he 
will be involved in playoffs into May. 

Other defencemen who will be in the hunt are Kyle Clague, who has 
played 34 NHL games with Montreal and Los Angeles this season, and 
Mattias Norlinder, who started the season with the Canadiens and made 
a stop in Laval before going home to Sweden. He’s regarded as an 
offensive defenceman, but he has struggled since rejoining Frolunda. He 
has two assists and is minus-7 in 21 games. 
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In the Habs' room: St. Louis has brought comeback vibes to the 
Canadiens 

"Since I've been here, the guys have proven to me that there's character 
in this group," says Martin St. Louis. 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Martin St. Louis has transformed the Canadiens into the most 
entertaining last-place team in pro sport. 

The Canadiens did not play a great game in New Jersey Sunday night, 
but Rem Pitlick’s goal with 36 seconds remaining in regulation time 
allowed the Canadiens to take the Devils to a seven-round shootout  
before losing losing 3-2 at the Prudential Center. 

The Canadiens suffered the after-effects of a dramatic 4-2 win over the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at the Bell Centre Saturday but Pitlick said the 
comeback was another example of the positive vibe St. Louis has 
brought to the team. 

“Since Marty arrived here, we feel a new energy,” Pitlick said. “We would 
have liked a better result today, but it’s the kind of game we can be proud 
of. We played yesterday, we had to go through customs, we got here 
very late. In a situation like this, Marty wants us to overcome our mental 
barriers. We managed to recover and even if things did not turn out in our 
favour in the shootout, we can take positive elements from the game.” 

“Since I’ve been here, the guys have proven to me that there’s character 
in this group,” said St. Louis, who has a 10-8-3 record since replacing 
Dominique Ducharme. “It’s fun to be with them behind the bench. I think 
we have shown that we are capable of scoring late in games and that is 
what we have once again achieved.” 

The Canadiens were outplayed Saturday but Paul Byron scored the 
winning goal with fewer than three minutes to play and Jake Allen made 
a career-high 49 saves. 

The last-minute goal by Pitlick was a reward for those fans who have 
faith that the team with the worst record in the Eastern Conference is 
never out of the game. 

They were treated to an entertaining overtime that saw Mike Hoffman, 
Nico Hischier and Jesper Bratt hit posts. That was followed by a dramatic 
shootout that ended with Yegor Shahangovich scoring the winner. Along 
the way, Cole Caufield, Pitlick and Hoffman scored for Montreal. 

St. Louis has earned a reputation for thinking outside the box and there 
was another example of that when he started Justin Barron, a 20-year-
old rookie who was playing his first game as a Canadien, in the 3-on-3 
overtime. 

“It’s a sign of trust from his coach,” said St. Louis. “All the levels he’s 
played, junior, AHL, he’s an offensive guy. So you put those guys in that 
kind of scenario, a lot of space and time, they’re going to do offensive 
things.” 

Barron, who was acquired from Colorado in the Artturi Lehkonn trade, 
played nearly 18 minutes and had three shots on goal. He said he 
benefited  from playing with veteran Joel Edmundson. 

“He helped me keep my composure,” said Barron. “He is a very good 
player with a lot of experience. I think I had a pretty good game once I 
got the nervousness out of the way.” 

Samuel Montembeault bounced back from his last outing on March 15, 
when he was pulled after giving up four goals on seven shots against the 
Arizona Coyotes. 

“I had been working on things since the last game,” said Montembeault. 
“On Friday, I spent 45 minutes with (goaltending coach Eric Raymond). 
Yesterday I also worked hard. I came back confident and applied the 
things I had been working on this week.” 
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About Last Night: St. Louis trusts Barron in shootout loss to Devils 

Sam Montembeault made 30 saves in the shootout loss. Justin Barron 
made his Habs debut and played 17:55. 

 

Erik Leijon   Special to Montreal Gazette 

 

Rem Pitlick scored the game-tying goal with under a minute left in 
regulation, but the Canadiens came up short in the shootout, losing 3-2 
to the New Jersey Devils at the Prudential Center on Sunday. 

Defenceman Justin Barron made his Habs debut wearing No. 52. Interim 
head coach Martin St. Louis entrusted the rookie with three shifts on 
three-on-three overtime. Barron played 17:55 in total, entirely on even-
strength. He was paired with Joel Edmundson, who happened to be 
playing his 400th game in the NHL. 

After five consecutive starts for Jake Allen, it was Sam Montembeault’s 
turn in goal and he made 30 saves. Former first overall pick Jack Hughes 
supplied all the offence for the Devils before the shootout, scoring twice. 

After suffering upper-body injuries in Saturday’s game, Tyler Pitlick and 
Michael Pezzetta were replaced by Jesse Ylönen and Mathieu Perreault 
in the lineup. Ylönen didn’t play much, but assisted on the first Montreal 
goal. 
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More so than their recent games against their playoff bound divisional 
rivals, this game had greater implications on the race to the NHL draft 
lottery: the Habs ended the night ahead of only Arizona and Seattle in the 
standings, while the Devils extended their lead over Montreal to six 
points. 

The youthful Devils dazzled with their speed early, but Montembeault 
was there to shut the door with 12 first period saves, including a 
breakaway save on the lightning quick Jesper Bratt. 

Sam ferme la porte. 

Sam says no.#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/ABMzFkrW3P 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 27, 2022 

With less than a minute left in the first, Montembeault blew his chance at 
a perfect period with a stick-handling miscue that landed on Hughes’ 
stick. Hughes launched a wrister top shelf to give New Jersey a 1-0 lead. 

devs get the lead after one!! thanks to the one and only Jack Hughes   
pic.twitter.com/r9tYbtP0qx 

— Devils on MSG (@DevilsMSGN) March 27, 2022 

Hughes scored again in the second period to extend New Jersey’s lead 
to 2-0. With Josh Anderson in the box, Bratt froze Montembeault with a 
fake shot before sending a precise pass across to Hughes, who buried 
the puck in the wide open net. 

His 2nd goal tonight!!!!! JACK HUGHES    
pic.twitter.com/GPPyMqYpHZ 

— Devils on MSG (@DevilsMSGN) March 28, 2022 

Officially, the Habs went 0-for-5 on the power play, but only because 
Anderson scored his goal just as a penalty to Jonas Siegenthaler 
expired. Anderson broke a nine-game goalless drought (he hadn’t scored 
since his hat-trick against the Jets on Mar. 1) by tipping Ylönen’s shot 
past Daws. The Habs were once again hanging around in a game after 
40 minutes, only down a goal. 

Josh Anderson nous inscrit au pointage! 

Josh Anderson gets us on the board!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/gSfmM9QqTk 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 28, 2022 

It doesn’t happen often, but in the third period, Nick Suzuki absorbed a 
big hit by freight train Miles Wood. 

In this house, it’s bad luck to knock on Wood. 
pic.twitter.com/dGiG3xsZqB 

— New Jersey Devils (@NJDevils) March 28, 2022 

After failing to score on a late power play, the Canadiens pulled 
Montembeault for an extra attacker. With 41.8 seconds left on the clock, 
Christian Dvorak found Pitlick backdoor with a behind the back pass. 
Pitlick slammed it home to send the game into overtime. The goal took a 
village after Dvorak won the initial faceoff. Nick Suzuki held the line and 
slapped the puck over to Cole Caufield, who then put a quick shot on 
goal. 

"Gem" Pitlick!  #GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/oCA34ycMcH 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) March 28, 2022 

In overtime, St. Louis showed faith in the newest Hab by putting Barron 
out with Suzuki and Caufield for the opening draw. Mike Hoffman had the 
best chance, hitting the post and out on a breakaway. He thought he’d 
scored, otherwise he could’ve taken a second shot after the puck popped 
back out. At the other end, Devils captain Nico Hischier also hit iron. 

Hoffman made up for it with a shootout goal. Although he didn’t get his 
hat-trick, Hughes also scored in the shootout, flipping one softly over 
Montembeault. 

A beauty from Jack. pic.twitter.com/CTbZDVhuaV 

— New Jersey Devils (@NJDevils) March 28, 2022 

In the end, Yegor Sharangovich ended it for the Devils with a glove side 
goal, as Paul Byron couldn’t beat Daws on his chance. 

It was another entertaining game, and a surprisingly physical one for two 
teams out of the playoff race. The Habs once again showed no signs of 
quitting under coach St. Louis, although it was hard to watch Hughes run 
amok for the other team and not wonder what life might be like if the 
Canadiens can get a first overall pick of their own. After two up-and-down 
seasons, Hughes has really come into his own in year three, becoming 
the point-per-game producer most pundits predicted. 

The Canadiens are also using this final stretch to give their young 
defencemen some valuable minutes. Alexander Romanov nearly played 
a full game this weekend with 51:21 of ice-time. After playing arguably 
his worst game against the Panthers, Habs assistant coach Trevor 
Letowski praised Corey Schueneman for his impressive play a day later. 
The rookie settled down to gain another 35:25 of experience over the 
weekend. And all without defensive coach Luke Richardson, who 
remains in COVID protocol. With Barron in the fold and Jordan Harris set 
to arrive, how the Habs deploy their young rearguards will be fascinating 
to watch in the final month of the season. 

The Liveblog commenters saw a ragtag bunch battle back from two 
consecutive poor starts to put points in the standings. They singled out 
Dvorak last game and he scored, and tonight they singled out Anderson 
and he scored. Could a pattern be developing? Who else needs to get off 
the scheid? 

3. “1 pt is better than 2. Phew.” -Arthur Chilli 

2. “Since MSL took over they’ve all been close, save one game.” -Chris 
James 

1. “Barron on the ice! Love it Marty.” -John Smith 
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History Through Our Eyes: March 31, 1951, goaltender Clint Benedict 

Canadiens legend Jacques Plante wasn't the first hockey goaltender to 
protect his face with a mask in an NHL game. Benedict did so in 1930. 

 

Montreal Gazette 

 

Before there was Jacques Plante, there was Clint Benedict. 

Many think of Canadiens legend Plante as having been the first hockey 
goaltender to protect his face with a mask in a National Hockey League 
game, in November 1959. In fact, Benedict, of the Montreal Maroons, 
preceded him by almost 30 years. 

On Feb. 26, 1930, we reported: 

“Clint Benedict came back to Forum games last night to make his local 
debut after nearly six weeks’ absence wearing the famous new mask that 
has been designed specially to protect his broken nose. Clint looked as if 
he had stepped out of the Dumas novel The Iron Mask, or in the more 
modern manner, was appearing as a visitor from Mars. The mask, made 
of thick leather, covers his face almost completely, leaving only two holes 
over the eyes. … On a couple of occasions he seemed to lose sight of 
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the puck completely, but on the whole, the contraption seemed to fill the 
bill.” 

Benedict had introduced the mask playing in the United States a few 
days earlier. He wore it only for a few games, in what was his last NHL 
season. 

As for Plante’s mask, it was made of fibreglass, which offers better 
protection than leather. 
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Basu and Godin: Alexander Romanov’s next contract, defining roles at 
centre, finding bridge veterans and more 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin 28/03/2022 

 

One of the Canadiens’ offseason priorities will be to trim their payroll and 
shedding at least one or two of their long-term contracts will therefore by 
vital. 

Parallel to this, Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes must also negotiate 
Alexander Romanov’s next contract. Considering how the 22-year-old 
defenceman has progressed this season, it will be interesting to see if the 
Canadiens want to enter into a long-term contract immediately or if they 
will prefer the bridge deal route. 

Romanov will be a 10.2 (c) restricted free agent, having not yet acquired 
enough game experience to qualify for full-blown RFA status. A 10.2 (c) 
player is not eligible to sign an offer sheet, which somewhat impacts his 
negotiating leverage. Even though Romanov has remained largely 
healthy, he has not played all that much over his entry-level contract. He 
burned the first year without playing a single game, his second year was 
a shortened 56-game season, so this has been his only full, 82-game 
regular season. 

During a Q&A session with fans on Twitch last week, Hughes vaguely 
mentioned he would be open to a long-term contract for Romanov. 
Except signing him long-term now in the hopes he will be a bargain later 
on could prove difficult for the Canadiens because they risk lacking the 
short-term liquidity to sign him for, let’s say, $4 million a year. If that is the 
organization’s goal, it will need to shed that money before that can 
happen. 

When looking around for players the Canadiens could use as contract 
comparables for Romanov, it quickly becomes evident that the majority of 
them signed either short or medium-term deals for their second 
contracts. The basis used here to find comparables for Romanov are 
defenceman who are around 22 years old, who played roughly 20 
minutes per game in the final year of their entry-level contract and 
averaged around 0.2 points per game. 

No one hits all three criteria at once – and the process becomes more 
difficult when you take style of play and offensive projections into account 
– but the list of comparables looks like this. 

Alexander Romanov comparables 

A three-year contract worth between $2 and $3 million represents the 
middle ground on this list. A player like Brandon Carlo settled for a two-
year contract, but the Boston Bruins then signed him to a six-year deal at 
$4.1 million a year. 

Romanov’s play, however, suggests it might only be a small risk to sign 
him long-term right away. His skill set leaves no doubts, neither does his 
development curve. And even if he never becomes a significantly 
productive NHL defenceman, his contributions in increasingly difficult 
minutes still hold value. From this point of view, a long-term deal similar 

to the one Brett Pesce signed (six years, $4.025 million AAV) might make 
some sense 

“I didn’t watch him last year, but even compared to the start of the 
season, he’s someone that’s calmed down on the ice a bit,” David 
Savard said Saturday morning. “His decisions are less all over the place. 
He has some experience and I like how he plays. His decisions are clear 
and he’s taking them at the right times. That’s why he’s playing a lot. 

“I know it’s only his second season, but we can already see some 
maturity coming out of him. He can play against the other team’s big 
lines, can make good decisions and play big minutes on the penalty kill. 
Good for him.” 

Not only has Romanov improved his decision-making, but he is finding a 
better balance between looking for the big hit to get him engaged in the 
game and letting the game come to him and avoid exposing the middle of 
the ice when looking to drive someone through the wall. 

Offensively, Romanov’s confidence as a puck-carrier has grown and his 
mobility helps the transition game. Might he one day produce more points 
by jumping up into the rush more often and showing better shot 
selection? It’s certainly possible, and that is how a long-term contract 
would have a better chance of becoming a bargain down the road. 

Romanov’s camp has not yet heard from the Canadiens and does not 
know what the team has in mind. But no matter which road the 
Canadiens choose, signing Romanov should not prove to be much of a 
headache this offseason. It’s a nice problem to have. 

The early stages of St. Louis’ centre deployment 

For the first time since Martin St. Louis took over as coach, he has his 
top three centres healthy and at his disposal with Nick Suzuki, Christian 
Dvorak and Jake Evans. Now that Dvorak is starting to get his legs under 
him after a long absence, it is worth looking at how St. Louis has formed 
his lines the past three games to look at what he is trying to accomplish. 

Nothing has changed for Suzuki. He continues to play in all situations 
and only Romanov has logged more minutes than him over the last three 
games. 

But it is also clear that St. Louis wants to take advantage of having two 
defensively responsible centres in Dvorak and Evans to lessen the 
matchup load on Suzuki and free him up for more opportunities to 
generate offence. It was true in the games against Florida and Toronto in 
Montreal when St. Louis controlled the matchups, but in New Jersey on 
Sunday, the Devils were not looking to have Jack Hughes face Suzuki 
constantly, which surely suited St. Louis just fine. 

Let’s take a look at how the top three centres on the Canadiens were 
deployed and what percentage of their ice time at 5-on-5 was spent 
facing the opposition’s top two forward lines. 

Canadiens centre deployment 

Centre Nick Suzuki Jake Evans Christian Dvorak 

Aleksander Barkov 

17.2% 

29.8% 

34.6% 

Sam Bennett 

34.2% 

27.8% 

31.9% 

Other Florida Cs 

48.5% 
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42.4% 

33.6% 

Auston Matthews 

36.3% 

34.4% 

39.3% 

John Tavares 

20.4% 

26.4% 

27.8% 

Other Toronto Cs 

43.3% 

39.2% 

32.9% 

Jack Hughes 

36.7% 

33.8% 

46.8% 

Nico Hischier 

35.1% 

49.1% 

15.2% 

Other New Jersey Cs 

28.2% 

17.1% 

38% 

Even if Suzuki has spent a lot of time facing tough competition, he is still 
the one who spent the most time against the third or fourth lines of the 
Panthers and Maple Leafs, while it was Dvorak who had that luxury 
against New Jersey. 

Dvorak is quickly creating an identity as a special teams guy under St. 
Louis. He is the team’s best faceoff guy, which is an important skill on 
special teams, he works well in tight areas on a power play and the 
numbers suggest he is a better penalty killer than Evans. But being a 
less dynamic player who doesn’t excel in transition, it makes sense that 
we don’t see Dvorak as much at even strength. 

Ice time the last three games 

It’s interesting to note that over these three games, it was Evans who got 
the more offensive wingers, Rem Pitlick and Mike Hoffman, while Dvorak 
got the more defensively-responsible pair of Joel Armia and Paul Byron. 

It is at once a challenge for Pitlick and Hoffman to show they can be 
defensively responsible in tougher matchups and a challenge for Evans 
to show he can generate offence at 5-on-5. 

That requires a change in mentality for Evans. 

“Before, especially when you’re going against top guys, you are almost 
satisfied with no points, but one of those games where it’s not really 
eventful,” Evans said Friday. “For me – and I’ve talked with Marty about 
it, too – you can be happy about that, but you also want to be able to 
push the pace, push it offensively and work on some new things. And 

you just see it in reviews or clips that he’ll bring you to watch; there’s just 
small things that will give me more opportunities. 

“I think the last few games I’ve started to do that a little bit more; 
controlling your speed, don’t have to go full speed the whole time, finding 
the open lanes, and not going into crowded areas. There’s just little 
things that I definitely need to work on and I’m going to keep working on 
it, and hopefully I can get a little more offence going.” 

The Canadiens believe they have a No. 1 centre in Suzuki, but there is 
nowhere near the same certainty as to who will play in the No. 2 hole 
next season. 

Will the Canadiens draft a young talent who could make the jump to the 
NHL next fall? Will they sign someone to fill that role on the free agent 
market? Dvorak surely wants to use the end of the season to show his 
new coach that he can do the job. For now, he has it more by default 
than anything else. 

But even if Dvorak and Evans are able to lessen the defensive load on 
Suzuki, they don’t generate enough at even strength to do the same 
thing for Suzuki on the offensive end, which should be a priority for the 
Canadiens. 

St. Louis seems to have found the best possible arrangement with the 
hand he’s been dealt. But in reality, Dvorak and Evans are battling to 
demonstrate who would make a better third-line centre. 

The No. 2 centre is more likely somewhere outside the organization. 

Bridge veterans and why they are important to a rebuilding team 

Just before the midway mark of the second period against the New 
Jersey Devils on Sunday, the Canadiens got a power play down 1-0. 

Nick Suzuki’s line had been on the ice for close to a minute, so coach 
Martin St. Louis turned to his second unit, one that included – on this 
specific occasion – Rem Pitlick, Laurent Dauphin and Corey 
Schueneman. Of the three, only Schueneman, 26, was never drafted. 
But Dauphin – who celebrated his 27th birthday Sunday – was taken in 
the second round by the Arizona Coyotes in 2013 and then played 35 
NHL games over the next eight years. Pitlick – who will turn 25 on 
Saturday – was a third-round pick of the Nashville Predators in 2016, but 
when he was claimed on waivers by the Canadiens in January, they 
became his third NHL team in three months. 

To have these three players on an NHL power play at once is somewhat 
remarkable, but it speaks to how the Canadiens are evaluating players 
under St. Louis. The Canadiens’ coaching staff includes two players who 
were undrafted and went on to have highly successful NHL careers in St. 
Louis and Alexandre Burrows. Assistant coach Trevor Letowski was a 
seventh-round pick – like Jake Evans – who played 616 NHL games. 

“To speak for myself as a later-round pick, sometimes it’s a little bit 
harder to find your way; you’ve got to kind of beat the door down a bit 
and get the right opportunity or else it’s harder to stick and find your role,” 
Letowski said last week. “So, I think we’re certainly open to players that 
aren’t high-pedigree guys; they don’t have to be first or second-rounders. 
We want to find these guys that are really thinking the game. Marty talks 
about that a lot, making reads, and is that something that we can identify 
in a player that hasn’t had that opportunity at this level yet? 

“It’s being proven more and more now that players in the American 
league that can have success, create offence, put in the right situations 
here a lot of times that can translate. The few players you mentioned 
(Dauphin, Pitlick and Schueneman), we think they could possibly be 
those guys that can play offensive roles at the highest level.” 

It would be easy to write this off as a by-product of the Canadiens’ 
situation – no contending team would ever trot out Dauphin, Pitlick and 
Schueneman on the same power play – but it is also a reality that finding 
players like this will highly facilitate their transition to competitiveness. 
There are prospects coming and the Canadiens have 10 picks in the first 
four rounds of this year’s draft. But if you want to allow those players to 
follow an ideal development path and avoid rushing them to the NHL, 
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finding the Rem Pitlicks of the world will be very important. But it will be 
nearly as important to evaluate those players on merit and not simply 
based on where they were drafted or if they were drafted at all. 

Otherwise, in a worst-case scenario, you could be watching a Hall of 
Famer walk out the door. 

“I know in Minnesota he was being squeezed a bit because they recalled 
Matthew Boldy, who was a first-round pick,” St. Louis said of Pitlick 
recently. “It was the same thing with me; I got squeezed in Calgary 
because of two first-round picks who went sixth overall (Daniel Tkaczuk 
and Rico Fata) that forced me to leave Calgary because they were on 
their way. 

“It’s important to know where those players are that are being squeezed 
and to get them here. I tip my cap to Gorts for grabbing this guy off 
waivers.” 

Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes, with the trade deadline behind them, will 
now shift their focus to scouting. The war chest of draft picks they have 
accumulated suggest the focus should be on amateur scouting, but pro 
scouting is equally important when entering a period of potentially great 
change. The turnover on the Canadiens has been significant, but there is 
more to come, and that’s where players like Schueneman become 
particularly valuable if you can add them for nothing. 

“When I originally signed (with the Canadiens) it was just an AHL deal,” 
Schueneman said. “In my mind it was, ‘OK, go there, be the best you can 
be, do the best you can, make the best impressions.’ Joël (Bouchard) 
was great helping me with my development and I was playing good, I 
think. The scouts saw something and they ultimately wound up offering 
me an NHL deal. So I think that was the best-case scenario for me. It 
was exactly what I wanted.” 

Schueneman is giving the Canadiens exactly what they want right now, 
competent NHL minutes. There are prospects on their way, and they will 
be most crucial in making this team competitive. But allowing them to 
develop at their own pace will be just as crucial, and that is where players 
like Schueneman, Dauphin and Pitlick come in. 

Taking delegation of responsibilities to new levels 

When Justin Barron took part in his first practice with the Canadiens last 
Wednesday, St. Louis took great pains to dampen things and not heap 
too much pressure on the prized prospect too soon. He didn’t know when 
he would play a game (it turned out to be Sunday), and they would take 
their time to make sure Barron learns and understands how they play the 
game and where he fits in those concepts, as St. Louis likes to say. 

But when St. Louis was asked about the importance of finding the right 
partner for Barron, St. Louis said something quite unusual, something we 
can’t recall an NHL head coach saying before. 

“I think that’s going to be up to Luke,” he said. “We’re going to put him in 
a position to be successful, and pairing him with the right guy is probably 
going to be part of the equation.” 

Luke, of course, is defence coach Luke Richardson. It isn’t clear how 
many defence coaches are given the liberty to form their own pairings, 
but it is extremely rare to hear a head coach say the final call on that 
decision will go to the defence coach. 

It provided a little window into how St. Louis works with a coaching staff 
he inherited from Dominique Ducharme, and how well they are already 
working together. As a rookie coach, it would make sense for St. Louis to 
lean on his more experienced assistants (though Burrows only has a 
four-year head start). But delegating is one thing, leaving the defence 
coach to fully manage the defence is an entirely different level of trust 
and it shows the extent of the loss when Richardson tested positive for 
COVID-19 and had to leave the team. There is a slight chance he could 
re-join the team on its current road trip. 

Letowski was recruited by Ducharme based on their history of working 
together with Hockey Canada at the world junior championships, a 
relationship that lasted only a few months before Ducharme was fired. 

But Letowski has quickly learned to appreciate the way St. Louis works 
with his staff. 

“One of Marty’s best assets is his ability to communicate with the staff 
and the players. It’s very open and honest,” Letowski said. “There’s 
certain things that he sees and wants to implement, but if you can 
challenge him and you see patterns where something specifically isn’t 
working, he’s very open to that conversation. 

“He’s not a guy that’s been coaching for 30 years and is completely set in 
his ways. I think that’s what makes him a real current, modern and 
refreshing guy to be around.” 

One more reminder of how much things have changed 

As if we really need more, but overtime in New Jersey on Sunday most 
definitely provided a stark example of the extent to which the Canadiens’ 
mindset has changed under St. Louis. 

If you recall, early in Ducharme’s time as coach, he implemented a very 
conservative approach to overtime, one that took a very long time to 
actually work. The Canadiens lost their first five games that went to 
overtime under Ducharme — two of them in a shootout — and went 4-14 
in games that went past regulation under his watch. 

A big reason for that was Ducharme’s strategy of trying to tire out the 
opposing team before going on the attack, oftentimes sending Phillip 
Danault and Paul Byron out for the opening draw in order to either win 
possession immediately or, more often, defend well in the hopes they 
didn’t allow a goal and then winning on the counterattack. 

It was essentially the hockey equivalent of choosing to defend after 
winning the overtime coin toss in the NFL. 

On Sunday, with Pitlick tying the game in the final minute of regulation, 
St. Louis sent out Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield at forward, but more 
noteworthy was his decision to send out Justin Barron. This was the 
polar opposite of Ducharme’s approach. 

“It’s a sign of trust, I guess, from his coach,” St. Louis explained. “But at 
all the levels he’s played, junior, American league, he’s an offensive guy. 
So you put those guys in that kind of scenario, with that kind of space 
and time, they’re going to do offensive things.” 

It didn’t work, but the mindset is highly refreshing. 

The Canadiens and their Group VI free agents 

William Lagesson looks to be nothing more than a warm body to replace 
the player he was traded for, Brett Kulak. 

The 26-year-old defenceman has no significant value to the Canadiens, 
but it is worth noting he will most likely become an unrestricted free agent 
at the end of the season because he should qualify for Group VI status. 

Normally, a player who is 25 and has played three professional seasons 
without playing 80 NHL games becomes a Group VI UFA. But after the 
shortened 2021 season, the standard was adjusted to make it 74 games 
for this year. Lagesson has played 58 NHL games, so in order for him to 
avoid becoming a Group VI he would have to play in each of the 
Canadiens’ remaining 16 games. The look the Canadiens want to give 
Barron and the imminent arrival of Jordan Harris makes that very unlikely 
to happen. 

Pitlick is another one who could hit Group VI status. He will need to play 
in 13 of the final 16 games to pass the bar of 74 NHL games and remain 
under team control. The way he’s been playing, that seems like a 
foregone conclusion, but the Canadiens will need to cross their fingers 
that Pitlick remains healthy the rest of the season. 
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Kaprizov continues to amaze on verge of Gaborik's scoring record 

 

Sarah McLellan 29/03/2022 

 

The Wild didn't go from juggling wins and losses to the best team 
currently in the NHL because of one catalyst. 

There's been a crackdown on defensive mistakes, and the goaltending 
has been tiptop led by Cam Talbot, who was named the NHL's first star 
of the week on Monday for his surge. 

Trading for a three-time Stanley Cup champion and multiple role players 
who better equip the team for the playoffs also probably emboldened the 
Wild, a boost that's still in the honeymoon phase. 

But there's other handiwork behind the six-game run that has the team 
sitting second in the Central Division with some cushion ahead of playing 
host to Philadelphia at Xcel Energy Center on Tuesday, and that's the 
clutch contributions from Kirill Kaprizov as he continues to skate as one 
of the elite talents in the league and Wild history. 

"He doesn't score when it's a 6-2 game," Talbot said. "He doesn't pot the 
seventh goal or something like that. He's a gamer. He wants to be in 
those situations where we're either up a goal and need an insurance or 
we need a tying goal. 

"He thrives in those situations. He's a very special player, and we're 
definitely lucky to have him." 

Since the Wild's win streak began March 13 vs. Boston, no one on the 
team has more goals (six) and points (eight) than Kaprizov. 

Three of his tallies have opened the scoring for the Wild, with all three on 
the up-and-down power play, and two have tied the game. The other 
widened the team's lead. 

More recently, the 24-year-old has four goals over his past three games, 
which the Wild played in four days. The last two were part of a back-to-
back against Columbus and Colorado that the Wild swept, and built a 
three-point buffer over No. 3 St. Louis in the division. 

"It's great to be able to come back in the third period and to win in OT," 
Kaprizov said in Russian through an interpreter after the Wild's latest 3-2 
overtime rally on Sunday vs. the Avalanche. "We've done this a couple 
times now. Overall, it's just a good win, and we're very happy with it." 

Before this turnaround by the Wild, Kaprizov acknowledged the pressure 
he felt to help the team shake off its struggles and said he wasn't at his 
best. While his production more than suggested he was doing his part, 
he still picked up the pace — and that has put him on the brink of the 
unprecedented. 

Not only are Kaprizov's 81 points only two shy of Marian Gaborik's 
single-season scoring record with the Wild (2007-08), but he is also on 
track to post the most goals and assists, too. He's at 36 goals (six away) 
and 45 assists (five). 

Already, he has eclipsed Gaborik's 22 multi-point games (2005-06) with 
his record-setting 23rd on Saturday. 

As for the NHL leaderboard, he finished the weekend tied for eighth. The 
Wild has never had a top-10 scorer. 

"It's not something I think about," Kaprizov said of the points record. "If I 
beat it, great. I'd be very happy and honored to do that. But for the most 
part, I'm focused on the game, doing the best I can and getting wins. 

"If I do that, and our team wins, everything will kind of work out. It would 
be a great accomplishment." 

Based on his performance of late and the Wild's results, the two are 
correlated and Kaprizov keeps making an impact despite a more grueling 
brand of hockey in the second half as teams prepare for the postseason. 

And that's another of his eye-catching knacks is that Kaprizov doesn't 
shy away from the punishment that can come with working along the 
boards or around the net. Instead, the 5-10, 202-pound winger plays 
through the contact or, in some cases, returns it. 

"I just do my job," Kaprizov said. "Score goals, help my team win and just 
play my game. I would think there's no one out there that wants to get a 
sweaty hand in the face or a butt end to the face. I think there's a time 
and a place where you have to stick up for yourself. 

"But, overall, I'm just trying to play my game and not to react. Everyone 
has their limits. But, for the most part, I tend to focus on the game at 
hand." 

Grit and skill are the Wild's strategy, a combination that even the team's 
offensive guru embodies. 

"He's a special player, that's for sure," said newcomer Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who previously faced off against Kaprizov as the goalie for 
Chicago and Vegas before the Wild acquired him. "The way he carries 
himself on the ice, his hands, his footwork, his speed, even his 
physicality. I think he finishes his body checks. I think he surprises a lot 
of people with the reverse shoulder. 

"Definitely fun to watch." 
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There's been a crackdown on defensive mistakes, and the goaltending 
has been tiptop led by Cam Talbot, who was named the NHL's first star 
of the week on Monday for his surge. 

Trading for a three-time Stanley Cup champion and multiple role players 
who better equip the team for the playoffs also probably emboldened the 
Wild, a boost that's still in the honeymoon phase. 

But there's other handiwork behind the six-game run that has the team 
sitting second in the Central Division with some cushion ahead of playing 
host to Philadelphia at Xcel Energy Center on Tuesday, and that's the 
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"He doesn't score when it's a 6-2 game," Talbot said. "He doesn't pot the 
seventh goal or something like that. He's a gamer. He wants to be in 
those situations where we're either up a goal and need an insurance or 
we need a tying goal. 

"He thrives in those situations. He's a very special player, and we're 
definitely lucky to have him." 

Since the Wild's win streak began March 13 vs. Boston, no one on the 
team has more goals (six) and points (eight) than Kaprizov. 

Three of his tallies have opened the scoring for the Wild, with all three on 
the up-and-down power play, and two have tied the game. The other 
widened the team's lead. 

More recently, the 24-year-old has four goals over his past three games, 
which the Wild played in four days. The last two were part of a back-to-
back against Columbus and Colorado that the Wild swept, and built a 
three-point buffer over No. 3 St. Louis in the division. 
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"It's great to be able to come back in the third period and to win in OT," 
Kaprizov said in Russian through an interpreter after the Wild's latest 3-2 
overtime rally on Sunday vs. the Avalanche. "We've done this a couple 
times now. Overall, it's just a good win, and we're very happy with it." 

Before this turnaround by the Wild, Kaprizov acknowledged the pressure 
he felt to help the team shake off its struggles and said he wasn't at his 
best. While his production more than suggested he was doing his part, 
he still picked up the pace — and that has put him on the brink of the 
unprecedented. 

Not only are Kaprizov's 81 points only two shy of Marian Gaborik's 
single-season scoring record with the Wild (2007-08), but he is also on 
track to post the most goals and assists, too. He's at 36 goals (six away) 
and 45 assists (five). 

Already, he has eclipsed Gaborik's 22 multi-point games (2005-06) with 
his record-setting 23rd on Saturday. 

As for the NHL leaderboard, he finished the weekend tied for eighth. The 
Wild has never had a top-10 scorer. 

"It's not something I think about," Kaprizov said of the points record. "If I 
beat it, great. I'd be very happy and honored to do that. But for the most 
part, I'm focused on the game, doing the best I can and getting wins. 

"If I do that, and our team wins, everything will kind of work out. It would 
be a great accomplishment." 

Based on his performance of late and the Wild's results, the two are 
correlated and Kaprizov keeps making an impact despite a more grueling 
brand of hockey in the second half as teams prepare for the postseason. 

And that's another of his eye-catching knacks is that Kaprizov doesn't 
shy away from the punishment that can come with working along the 
boards or around the net. Instead, the 5-10, 202-pound winger plays 
through the contact or, in some cases, returns it. 

"I just do my job," Kaprizov said. "Score goals, help my team win and just 
play my game. I would think there's no one out there that wants to get a 
sweaty hand in the face or a butt end to the face. I think there's a time 
and a place where you have to stick up for yourself. 

"But, overall, I'm just trying to play my game and not to react. Everyone 
has their limits. But, for the most part, I tend to focus on the game at 
hand." 

Grit and skill are the Wild's strategy, a combination that even the team's 
offensive guru embodies. 

"He's a special player, that's for sure," said newcomer Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who previously faced off against Kaprizov as the goalie for 
Chicago and Vegas before the Wild acquired him. "The way he carries 
himself on the ice, his hands, his footwork, his speed, even his 
physicality. I think he finishes his body checks. I think he surprises a lot 
of people with the reverse shoulder. 

"Definitely fun to watch." 
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Wild goalie Cam Talbot wins NHL's first star of the week 

 

Star Tribune staff 

 

The Wild made a big move at last Monday's NHL trade deadline, 
acquiring three-time Stanley Cup-winning goalie Marc-Andre Fleury from 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 

In the meantime, the Wild's incumbent goalie had three strong 
performances and earned the league's first star of the week. 

Cam Talbot won three games — two in overtime — and had a 1.33 goals 
against average and .959 save percentage as the Wild extended its win 
streak to six games. 

He blanked Vegas 3-0 on Tuesday for his 26th career shutout, making 28 
saves. On Thursday he beat Vancouver 3-2 with 26 saves, and on 
Sunday he stopped Colorado 3-2 with 40 saves. Talbot, 34, is unbeaten 
in his past nine appearances and ranks 10th in the NHL with 27 wins. 

Calgary left winger Johnny Gaudreau, who had two goals and eight 
assists in three games, was the second star and Edmonton center Leon 
Draisaitl, who had six goals in four games, was third star. 

UMD's Cates will debut at X 

The Flyers signed Minnesota Duluth captain Noah Cates to a two-year, 
entry level contract, and he's set to make his NHL debut at Xcel Energy 
Center on Tuesday. 

Cates was a fifth-round pick in 2017 and played for the U.S. Olympic 
team in China in February. The 23-year-old left winger from Stillwater 
had 99 points in 139 games at UMD, winning a national title in 2019. His 
brother Jackson has played 11 games for the Flyers this season but is on 
the injured list. 
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Minnesota Whitecaps fall to Connecticut in PHF semifinals 

 

By Star Tribune staff March 28, 2022 — 7:54am 

 

WESLEY CHAPEL, FLA. The Minnesota Whitecaps fell short of playing 
for the Isobel Cup for the fourth season in a row when they lost 4-2 to the 
Connecticut Whale in the Premier Hockey Federation playoffs Sunday. 

All the scoring came in the second period, with Connecticut and 
Minnesota trading goals before Alyssa Wohlfeiler put the Whale ahead at 
15:43, only 14 seconds after Ashleigh Brykaluk tied the score for the 
Whitecaps. Tori Howran then scored unassisted at 17:10 for Connecticut. 

Allie Thunstrom scored the first goal for the Whitecaps, and Amanda 
Leveille made 31 saves. Kennedy Marchment and Janine Weber also 
scored for Connecticut, while winning goalie Abbie Ives stopped 22 
shots. 

The Whitecaps — who finished 7-14-1 including their 1-1 playoff 
performance in the six-team PHF — won the Isobel Cup in 2019, their 
first season in what was then called the National Women's Hockey 
League. They were to play Boston for the 2020 championship on March 
13, but that game was postponed and ultimately canceled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Last year, the Whitecaps lost 4-3 to Boston for the 
title; the Pride will try to repeat as champion when its plays Connecticut 
on Monday night. 
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Souhan: Wild fragile? Evason, players look like they were wrong about 
that 

 

Jim Souhan 28/03/2022 
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On March 6, the Wild was thrashed by Dallas 6-3 at the Xcel Energy 
Center, the team's eighth loss in 10 games. In a news conference 
following the game, the coach and several players used the word "fragile'' 
at least a dozen times while describing their team. 

Three Sundays later, on March 27, the Wild defeated Colorado, the 
winningest team in the NHL, 3-2 in overtime for a six-game winning 
streak. In the postgame news conferences, no one used, or needed to 
consider using, the word "fragile.'' 

Credit General Manager Bill Guerin, who has proved repeatedly that he 
can read a locker room and give a team precisely what it needs. 

Credit goalie Cam Talbot, who played poorly enough to prompt a trade 
for Marc-Andre Fleury yet recovered from his midseason slump in time to 
become a key to the Wild's latest winning streak. 

Credit the perpetual overachievers, like Jared Spurgeon, Joel Eriksson 
Ek and Ryan Hartman, without whom the Wild wouldn't have been in a 
position to be panicked over a slump. 

Just don't forget to credit Kirill Kaprizov, the best all-around player in 
franchise history. 

On Saturday night against Columbus, Kaprizov scored two goals and 
reached 80 points, leaving him three shy of Marian Gaborik's franchise 
record. Sunday against Colorado, he was typically dangerous and buried 
a power-play goal off a beautiful feed from Hartman for the Wild's first 
goal. 

His backchecking led to the Wild's second goal, and he contributed a 
pass that did not earn him an assist on Kevin Fiala's game-winner in 
overtime. 

Gaborik had two and only two exceptional skills — skating speed and a 
surgical wrist shot, which he combined to become an unstoppable open-
ice scorer. That Kaprizov could break his record while playing a more-
well-rounded game is all the information you need to crown him as the 
franchise's best player. 

Kaprizov is better all-around player than Gaborik. He's a far more skilled 
player than Zach Parise. He's too skilled to be compared to Mikko Koivu. 

He is durable, tough, a brilliant passer, a frequent finisher … and he 
might be elevating the best-constructed team in franchise history. 

The Wild's one miracle playoff run was a Rocky/Rudy story enabled by 
ingenious coaching. 

This team could make that kind of a run without having it feel like a fairy 
tale. 

On March 6, the Wild sounded, by the end of the night, like a group in 
need of mass therapy. Maybe there's a lesson there. 

Most professional sports teams that go through a potentially devastating 
slump either try to deny its existence, or allow it to damage their 
confidence. 

The Wild handled its slump in a thoroughly modern way. Players 
admitted how troubled they were by it, and even used a word no team 
wants as its label — "fragile'' — without shame. What sounded like 
surrender then now seems more like a head-clearing admission, and a 
request for help. 

Which Guerin provided. 

"I think we were going through a bit of the dog days there,'' Matt Dumba 
said of the reaction to the Dallas loss. "Just that grind. Now the building's 
electric, Billy's made some trades here, and our team has come together, 
knowing we have something special here, and we have to work it into 
existence. That's what we're seeing now.'' 

Dumba called Kaprizov and Fiala "little bulls.'' He called watching 
Kaprizov "intoxicating.'' 

That's not hyperbole. The NHL is filled with muck-it-up, dump-the-puck, 
crash-the-net players who have to make up for an acknowledged lack of 
skill. Because handling a puck with a slightly curved stick on ice as 
people try to concuss you is difficult. 

Kaprizov is the rare player who can make the puck dance, and cling to 
the stick, and snake through crowds, and shoot a disc into a disc-sized 
area of net. 

He is also the opposite of fragile. 

"I'm going to walk back the fragile thing,'' Wild coach Dean Evason said. 
"Because my Mom gave me [grief]. Fragile means you think we can 
break, and I didn't think we could break. I just thought that we lacked a 
little bit of confidence when things didn't go our way.'' 

We can take the Wild at its word. 

The team was fragile. 

And Kaprizov is, indeed, intoxicating. 
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Another quick OT goal extends Wild's streak, sets team record 

 

Sarah McLellan 28/03/2022 

 

The Wild wasn't going to catch the Avalanche in the Central Division with 
a win. 

Or two. Or three. 

Colorado is lapping the competition while also leading the race for the 
Presidents' Trophy that recognizes the NHL's best record. 

But what the Wild could accomplish in a Sunday showdown was alerting 
the Avalanche of what it can expect the rest of the way from its new-look 
rival, an update that was dutifully delivered in a 3-2 overtime rally in front 
of 19,140 at Xcel Energy Center for the Wild's sixth straight victory. 

"If you want to get to the Stanley Cup Final, you have to go through 
them," Kevin Fiala said. "So, we don't really care how many points they 
have. We can beat anybody, and that's what we know — not just think. 

"It was just a good test for us, and now we can keep going forward." 

Not only is the Wild the first in the NHL this season to post three winning 
streaks of at least six games, but this is also the first time in franchise 
history the team has achieved that feat. 

The Wild is 8-1-1 over its last 10, building a four-point lead over No. 3 
Nashville for second in the division. 

"The team's really bonded and really come together for a common goal," 
Kirill Kaprizov said in Russian through a translator. "Every single one of 
us puts pressure on themselves and takes ownership of what we need to 
do to get better." 

Fiala ended the Wild's third straight overtime session after just 15 
seconds, one-timing in Mats Zuccarello's third assist of the game for his 
third career OT goal after the Wild trotted out four forwards for a carry-
over power play. 

That setup culminated in the Wild's seventh overtime goal; only three 
teams in NHL history have finished a season with at least that many 
tallies while also not getting scored on in overtime, like the Wild has so 
far. 
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"Our team is coming together and understanding that we've got 
something special here," Matt Dumba said. "That's what you're seeing 
now." 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

Ryan Hartman kickstarted the comeback at 14:33 of the third period 
when he roofed a Zuccarello feed over Colorado goalie Darcy Kuemper, 
erasing the deficit the Avalanche pinned on the Wild with a pair of goals 
off faceoff wins. 

Nazem Kadri had the first, spoiling goalie Cam Talbot's shutout bid 6:21 
into the third with his wind-up outside the left circle. Mikko Rantanen 
converted on the power play at 10:03. 

Both goals came while Colorado was missing captain Nathan 
MacKinnon, who was in the penalty box for fighting Dumba after Dumba 
leveled Rantanen. 

Before Kadri scored, Talbot rattled off 32 consecutive saves, a streak 
that prevented the Avalanche from running up the score despite severely 
outshooting the Wild. 

Aside from keeping MacKinnon off the scoresheet, Talbot's highlights 
included back-to-back stops on Rantanen and Kadri on the penalty kill 
and fending off a shorthanded 2-on-0 by Colorado. Overall, he racked up 
40 saves to tie his season high while notching a career best eighth 
straight win. 

"I'm just a small piece of the puzzle," Talbot said, "and I'm just going out 
there trying to give us a chance to win. I know those guys are going to do 
their thing in front of me. It's not looking at it as a personal stretch. This is 
a team stretch, and it's just fun to be a part of." 

As the second period neared a conclusion, the Wild started to push back 
against the pressure and Kaprizov eked out a Wild lead. 

He scored his fourth goal over his past three games, burying a Hartman 
behind-the-net pass on the power play at 18:07 for his fourth goal over 
the last three games, 36th on the season and 81st point. He is two points 
shy of Marian Gaborik's single-season scoring record with the Wild. 

BOXSCORE: Wild 3, Colorado 2 (OT) 

Kuemper totaled 26 saves, and the Wild power play finished 2-for-4; the 
Avalanche went 1-for-3. 

But Kaprizov wasn't the only one to make an impact. 

The message to the Avalanche was sent by the entire team. 

"The way we've been playing and where they are in the standings, you 
kind of had this one circled," Talbot said. "It's a good measuring stick, 
especially after we've been rolling here pretty well lately." 
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Flowers for Flower: Meet the man who threw the bouquet to Wild’s Marc-
Andre Fleury 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 

It’s common knowledge that Marc-Andre Fleury’s nickname is Flower. 

It’s derived from the English translation of his last name, and over the 
past couple of decades in the NHL, it has become very much a part of his 
identity between the pipes. 

Yet it wasn’t until Saturday night at the Xcel Energy Center that the 37-
year-old goaltender can remember a fan actually throwing flowers at him. 

“I don’t think it’s happened before,” Fleury said with a huge smile. “I felt 
like a figure skater.” 

After the Wild put the finishing touches on a 3-2 overtime win over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in Fleury’s highly anticipated debut with 
Minnesota, the man they call Flower trotted back onto the ice for a short 
victory lap. 

That’s when Minneapolis resident Anthony Varriano sprung into action. 

From his seat in Row 3 of Section 102, Varriano launched a bouquet of 
yellow roses as far as he could. The flowers landed a few feet from 
Flower, and he twirled back to pick them up, cradling them as he 
retreated to the Wild locker room. 

Needed to get Fleury a bouquet of flowers to celebrate that win, right? 
 #mnwild pic.twitter.com/xo6AvVjzx4 

— SKOR North (@SKORNorth) March 27, 2022 

“I was pretty surprised with how well they carried,” Varriano said. 
“Frankly, I almost threw them too far.” 

Not bad for a guy who had elbow surgery not long ago. 

“I was just happy he saw them and came back for them,” Varriano said. “I 
wanted to put a smile on his face.” 

In an interview with the Pioneer Press on Monday, the 35-year-old 
Varriano detailed a memorable night that might have started a new 
tradition in St. Paul. 

A self-proclaimed “late adopter” to the sport, Varriano became a Wild fan 
after moving to the Twin Cities about six years ago. 

His affinity for Fleury, however, dates back to the 2017-18 season. He 
casually followed the Vegas Golden Knights during their inaugural 
campaign, and he remembers being drawn to Fleury’s flair. 

Minneapolis resident Anthony Varriano poses for a selfie at the Xcel 
Energy Center in St. Paul on Saturday, March 26, 2022. He arrived at the 
arena about an hour before the Minnesota Wild took on the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in an NHL hockey game. (Courtesy of Anthony Varriano) 

Minneapolis resident Anthony Varriano poses for a selfie at the Xcel 
Energy Center in St. Paul on Saturday, March 26, 2022. He arrived at the 
arena about an hour before the Minnesota Wild took on the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in an NHL hockey game. (Courtesy of Anthony Varriano) 

“The first time I watched him, he immediately became my favorite player,” 
Varriano said. “He’s a performer out there. He just makes the game so 
entertaining.” 

Naturally, Varriano was thrilled when the Wild acquired Fleury in a 
blockbuster move at the trade deadline. He hopped on Ticketmaster as 
soon as he found out Fleury would be making his debut for the Wild’s 
home game against the Blue Jackets. 

After finishing work Saturday evening, Varriano made a brief stop at the 
Lunds & Byerlys in downtown St. Paul on his way to the Wild game. He 
figured he would bring some flowers for Flower now that his favorite 
player was playing for his favorite team. 

“I went on Google and looked up which flower meant, ‘Welcome,’ ” 
Varriano said. “It said the yellow rose, and there were a dozen yellow 
roses right in front of me, so it made my decision pretty easy. I was going 
to go with red roses. I just thought that might be a little too romantic.” 

The grand total came out to $16.17 after tax. He paid using the self 
checkout lane, stuffed the flowers into a grocery bag, then started his 15-
minute walk to Xcel Energy Center. 

“I didn’t really know what to expect as far as security goes,” Varriano 
said. “Just stuffed them in my coat and zipped it up all the way. I was 
doing my damnedest to make sure they didn’t see them. As soon as I got 
them in, I knew I was good to go.” 
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The next thing Varriano had to figure out was when to throw the bouquet 
of roses onto the ice. He watched warmups from his seat and thought 
about doing it when Fleury emerged from the tunnel. He decided to hold 
off. 

Minneapolis resident Anthony Varriano brought this boquet of flowers to 
the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul on Saturday, March 26, 2022 for a 
NHL hockey game between the Minnesota Wild and the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. He threw the flowers onto the ice after the Wild won in overtime. 
(Courtesy of Anthony Varriano) 

Minneapolis resident Anthony Varriano brought this boquet of flowers to 
the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul on Saturday, March 26, 2022 for a 
NHL hockey game between the Minnesota Wild and the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. He threw the flowers onto the ice after the Wild won in overtime. 
(Courtesy of Anthony Varriano) 

“If I was a player, I sure as hell wouldn’t want someone messing with my 
head prior to the game,” Varriano said. “I stuffed them underneath my 
chair and figured if the Wild lost I would probably just come back for his 
next start and do the same thing all over again.” 

Luckily for Varriano, Kirill Kaprizov helped the Wild tie the score in the 
final minutes of regulation, and Jared Spurgeon completed the comeback 
with the game-winner in overtime. 

A few minutes later, Fleury skated back onto the ice with hundreds of 
fans sticking around to show their appreciation for his first win with the 
Wild. 

None more excited than Varriano. He had been waiting for the perfect 
moment to give Flower the bouquet of yellow roses. This was his chance. 

“As soon as he skated onto the ice, I chucked the heck out of those 
things,” Varriano said. “I’ve never been happier at a live sporting event in 
my life.” 

There’s a very good chance this becomes a thing in St. Paul in the 
coming weeks. 

It’s already customary for NHL fans to throw things onto the ice. Like how 
Red Wings fans throw octopi in Detroit. Or how Predators fans throw 
catfish in Nashville. 

Why not flowers in St. Paul? 

“At least flowers are pretty,” Varriano said with a laugh. “I didn’t know I 
would be the only person to bring flowers. I figured the ice would be 
littered with flowers. Maybe at his next start. Hopefully it becomes a trend 
here.” 
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The Wild land the big name, the Islanders do nothing, and the rankings 
sort through all the teams in between 

 

Sean McIndoe 28/03/2022 

 

The deadline was one week ago and it already feels like it was four 
months ago, because time gets very weird around this point in the 
season. The playoffs are tomorrow but every team still has 15 games left, 
and nobody has anything to play for except the teams whose very 
existence is on the line. It’s weird, and it’s OK to feel disoriented. 

But yes, after crunching the numbers I can confirm that this is indeed the 
first Monday rankings of the post-deadline era, which means we need to 
try to figure out how much the biggest deals moved the needle on our 
expectations, if at all. That qualifier matters, because the impact that any 

one move can have on a team is smaller than we’d all probably like to 
think. And while this year’s deadline certainly had plenty of action, the 
biggest stars to be moved ended up being a 37-year-old goalie having a 
decidedly average season and a 34-year-old forward with just one 
second-team all-star pick on his career resume. Not exactly Russell 
Wilson or James Harden or Tyreek Hill or even Matt Olson, but we work 
with what we have. 

A few of these calls probably won’t be all that controversial. Just about 
everyone seems to like the Panthers going all-in, even if the consensus 
is that they overpaid for Ben Chiarot. They look like the Eastern favorites 
right now, even if you’re still not quite sold on their goaltending and the 
Aaron Ekblad injury looms over their first round. The rest of the East 
contenders got better too, with the possible exception of the Hurricanes, 
whose mostly quiet week stands out unless you think Max Domi can be 
fixed. 

Out west, the Wild were the big winner with Marc-Andre Fleury, but it’s 
goaltending so world’s biggest shrug emoji. The Avalanche made a few 
small moves instead of any big ones, and that’s probably fine. The 
Flames made their big move a month ago, the Oilers didn’t do much, the 
Golden Knights somehow did even less than that, and nobody thinks any 
of the other teams are really a threat, which means one of them is 
definitely going to the Stanley Cup Final. 

OK, you might say, but what we really want to know is how all of this 
shakes out in the top and bottom five. (You were not saying this, but 
humor me.) Let’s find out … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

This was a fun weekend with plenty of entertaining games. In terms of 
the most important, though, it might be hard to top the Golden Knights’ 
coming all the way back from down three in the third to beat the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. We’ve been tracking the Vegas freefall from 
Cup favorite to playoff bubble team to worse, and a loss to Chicago might 
have been the death blow to their hopes. Instead, they clawed back and 
won it on a goal by, well, who else. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (41-18-6, +35 true goals differential*) — The 
Friday guys are down on Tampa, dropping them to eighth after they lost 
six of eight in regulation. I’ve got the benefit of seeing them win a pair of 
weekend games, and my focus on the long term means I’m going to try 
really hard not to overreact to two bad weeks, but yeah, there are some 
concerns here for sure. 

Of course, there’s also this to consider: 

#tblightning scoring slumps 

Nikita Kucherov – one goal in 10 games 

Brayden Point – one goal in eight games 

Steven Stamkos – one goal in last 10 games 

Ondrej Palat – zero goals in 19 games 

Corey Perry – one goal in last 10 games 

Alex Killorn – three goals in 13 games 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithTB) March 24, 2022 

Yeah, these guys still scare me. They’ve got the Hurricanes next, and a 
potential first-round preview with the Leafs in a week, so they’ve got a 
few chances to reassure us that they’re still in the elite. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (43-15-7, +61) — That quiet deadline was a little 
bit perplexing, and as with any contender that doesn’t make a big move, 
you’re left to wonder if they were working on something that fell through 
or just really like where they’re at and didn’t feel the need to mess with it. 
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Banking on Domi seems risky, but we said that about last summer’s 
goaltending shenanigans too, and that worked out OK. Seeing the 
Panthers, of all teams, help out with the cap gymnastics seemed 
especially weird, and maybe suggests the Hurricanes’ rivals aren’t too 
worried about Domi’s impact. We’ll see if that comes back to haunt them. 

Anyway, my advice would be to stop getting 50 shots against backup 
goalies and losing. 

3. Calgary Flames (40-17-8, +69) — I’m moving the Flames up in the 
rankings yet again, despite a deadline that didn’t see them do much other 
than add Tyler Toffoli a month ago, which was smart but has already 
been baked into this list for weeks. Why? Because the rest of the West 
didn’t do a ton either, and the Pacific all but sat the deadline out. That’s 
good news for Calgary, who are now basically locked into the top spot in 
the division and have a very manageable path to the conference final. 
Any thought that this team was overachieving or any kind of a mirage 
have been put to bed; they’re legitimately great, with all sorts of pieces 
that are clicking just right, and also Sean Monahan. Sleep on them at 
your own risk. 

In other news, holy hell was Saturday night’s win over Edmonton fun. 
Please, hockey gods, we’re begging you for a seven-game series 
between these two teams. 

2. Florida Panthers (44-15-6, +72) — I have to admit I really thought 
about moving them into the top spot. The team that hasn’t won a playoff 
round in over a quarter-century going all-in with a dynamic team that’s 
legitimately fun to watch is pretty much an irresistible story, and I stand 
by what I said way back in the very first rankings of the season: This 
should be your second-favorite team. And they’re super good! They even 
turned Ben Chiarot into Ray Bourque in one game. 

#NHL GameScore Impact Card for Florida Panthers on 2022-03-
24:#TimeToHunt pic.twitter.com/FhdSBQtuUX 

— HockeyStatCards (@hockeystatcards) March 25, 2022 

So are they the Cup favorites now? No, as much as I wish they were. 
The path through the East is just so much tougher than the West, where 
it’s the Avs and the Flames and then a bunch of maybes. The Caps are 
starting to look like they could be a relatively easy matchup for whoever 
draws them, so that’s good news for Florida, but from there it’s going to 
be brutal. I just can’t call anyone out East the favorite right now, as much 
as I want to. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (46-14-6, +67) — The Avs didn’t land Claude 
Giroux or another big name, they saw the Wild add a goalie they’ve had 
trouble with, and the Flames are looking scarier by the week. Still, I’m not 
sure things are any worse for Colorado on balance right now than they 
were a month ago. Joe Sakic did some solid work on deadline 
reinforcements, nobody else in the West really got significantly better, 
and at this point, home ice in the conference is pretty much wrapped up. 

Also, happy 25th anniversary to those who celebrate. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — An interesting thing about this year’s 
deadline is that if you were to travel back a month or so, you’d have 
found a consensus that the three teams that absolutely needed a 
goaltending upgrade were, in some order, the Capitals, Maple Leafs and 
Oilers. Then the big day came, and all three teams basically stood pat, 
choosing to roll the dice with what they have. But not the Wild, who took 
the big swing and landed Fleury. 

Why them? Well, a big part of the answer is that that’s where Fleury 
wanted to go, and yeah, we can’t really criticize the other teams for not 
landing a goalie who wouldn’t play for them. For all his ups and downs 
this season, Fleury was still the only name that felt like anything close to 
a sure-thing upgrade in net, so maybe you can understand why a team 
like Washington just decided to push forward with what they had. The 

more interesting question is why Bill Guerin and the Wild didn’t feel like 
they could do the same. 

The short answer is that Cam Talbot hasn’t been good this year. The 
longer answer is that Talbot was pretty awful around the same time he 
was hurt in January, and certainly wasn’t giving off those unquestioned 
starter vibes that a team facing cap purgatory next year wants for an all-
in run. But Talbot hasn’t been as bad as you might think; he’s actually 
posted a .910 save percentage or better in every month of the season 
other than that injury-stricken January. That’s deceiving in another 
direction, because it doesn’t factor in the quality of shots he’s facing, and 
Talbot’s goals-saved above expected is mediocre. But you know who’s is 
worse? Fleury’s. So yeah, the Wild may have just gone out and spent a 
high pick on a goalie who isn’t even an upgrade on what they already 
had. 

All that said, it’s still Marc-Andre Fleury — everyone loves the guy, he’s 
got a ton of playoff experience, and he was good enough to beat the 
mighty Avalanche in the playoffs just a year ago. The deal is getting 
strong reviews, Guerin didn’t completely blink in his game of chicken with 
Kyle Davidson, and if Fleury is awful then you still have Talbot (who had 
a shutout in his first post-deadline appearance). The Wild’s days of 
pushing for a top-five spot are past them, but they’re going to the playoffs 
in a conference where some of the matchups look pretty winnable. If the 
price is right, you have to try to upgrade. For what it cost, Guerin did the 
right thing, even though the results are far from guaranteed. 

Either way, they showed something by coming back to beat the Avs in 
overtime last night. And they sure seem to be having fun again … 

oh my god joel pic.twitter.com/B9mfBujSAb 

— thomas williams (@nosalaryretaind) March 27, 2022 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

We haven’t featured the Red Wings in the bottom five all season long, 
which feels like real progress after their regular appearances of recent 
years. They seem to miss us, because for the second time this year they 
gave up double-digit goals in a game. 

As per @SNstats Wings are first team since TB in 1998-1999 to allow 10 
goals 2x in a season https://t.co/cnEa6ifT8T 

— David Amber (@DavidAmber) March 27, 2022 

At least last time it happened, they kind of made a game of it. This time it 
was an 11-2 final at the hands of Pittsburgh. I’ve spent all year saying 
that nobody was more confused by the Penguins than I was, but 
apparently the Red Wings goalies have me beat. 

5. Ottawa Senators (23-36-6, -42) — They got absolutely rocked by the 
Panthers on Saturday, as most teams do, and Anton Forsberg stole them 
a point. He’s been very good this year, and while having a journeyman 
29-year-old suddenly become a legitimate starter feels a little fluky, we’ve 
seen weirder things happen in the goaltending world, and man would it 
ever help Ottawa to have somebody reliable back there as they try to 
shift out of rebuild mode. 

Meanwhile, Ian wonders if this is the most cursed season in Senators’ 
history. It may be, but that’s OK, because Jake Sanderson is on the way. 

4. New Jersey Devils (23-37-5, -35) — One of the more worrying 
plotlines of the Devils season has been the erosion of confidence in 
Mackenzie Blackwood. A year ago he was in the conversation for a spot 
on Team Canada, and now there’s a legitimate question as to whether 
he’s to be trusted as part of the future in New Jersey. Shayna takes a 
look at who else will be available in the offseason, and which names 
might make sense. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (18-37-11, -78) — Congratulations to the Habs on 
becoming the first team to be officially eliminated from the playoffs. 
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The Montreal Canadiens are the first team to be eliminated from 2021-
2022 playoff contention. 

— Micah Blake McCurdy (@IneffectiveMath) March 26, 2022 

In an alternate universe where the NHL uses the Gold Plan and teams 
earn the No. 1 pick based on their record after elimination, this sets up a 
thrilling stretch run for Montreal fans as they cheer their team on to the 
wins that could deliver Shane Wright or another top prospect. Every 
game from here on out has real stakes, and Cole Caufield’s resurgence 
and the optimism of the Martin St. Louis era could combine to deliver a 
prize that would lift the team for years to come. Saturday’s win over the 
Maple Leafs would have been the dramatic first step in a potentially 
franchise-altering journey. 

Instead, Habs fans will get to spend five weeks hoping their own team 
loses, feeling conflicted when a goalie steals a game, and vaguely 
hoping for a few veterans to get shut down for the season just in case 
they have any stray game winners left in their bag of tricks. It sucks, and 
the NHL could fix it with one rule change, but here we are. Don’t worry, 
you’ve got the Panthers, Hurricanes and Lightning this week — here’s 
hoping nothing good accidentally happens. 

2. Seattle Kraken (20-39-6, -63) — The bad news: After almost a full year 
of Ron Francis promising everyone he’d weaponize all that cap space 
from a lackluster expansion draft, they didn’t really do anything at all with 
it. The good news: They now own every second-round pick in the next 
two drafts. On balance, probably a win. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (20-40-5, -65) — Congratulations to Phil Kessel, who 
passed Doug Jarvis with his 965th consecutive game yesterday and sits 
behind only Keith Yandle on the all-time ironman streak list. Kessel was 
somewhat surprisingly not moved to a contender at the deadline, and 
there was some talk that his streak may have played a role in that. As 
tragic as it is that we won’t get to see Phil chase the chance to be robbed 
of another Conn Smythe, if it ultimately leads to the league’s most 
notorious hot dog eater being recognized as the all-time ironman then it’s 
a sacrifice I’m willing to make. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — You’ll often hear about teams “doing 
nothing” at deadline time, but it’s almost never actually true. Lots of 
teams have passed on making significant trades, but almost everyone 
does something, even if it’s just some minor-league shuffling. You’ve got 
to at least look busy, you know? 

But not Lou Lamoriello. This year, he literally did nothing — not a single 
trade of any size around the deadline. Other than sending the rights to 
Johnny Boychuk to the Sabres back in November for future 
considerations, he hasn’t made a trade all season. Which is weird 
because, as you may have heard, the Islanders’ season isn’t going well. 

This would typically be the time of year when you’d expect a bad team to 
be selling, salvaging a write-off season by at least recouping some 
assets for the future. The Islanders didn’t have any obvious targets, but 
you might think they’d find a way to do something to supplement a 
lackluster pipeline, especially after having to deal away several high 
picks to dump the Andrew Ladd contract last summer. Instead, all 
Lamoriello did at the deadline was re-sign Cal Clutterbuck and Zach 
Parise, as if to signal that all was well and he was keeping the band 
together. No Semyon Varlamov trade, even with so many teams rumored 
to be in the market for goalies. No rentals for Zdeno Chara or Andy 
Greene. No hockey trades. No getting creative. 

Of course, Lou is Lou, and he’s not going to make moves just to satisfy 
some critic on their couch. He’s earned some benefit of the doubt over 
the decades, and maybe the other deals just weren’t there. He basically 
said as much in explaining his deadline day no-show, and there’s 
something to be said for treating veterans like Chara and Greene as 
human beings and not just assets to be flipped. But at the very least, the 
Islanders have shifted the pressure to the offseason, where they’ll be 
expected to make some tough decisions about the future of this core. 
This season has been a disaster, especially given expectations, and 

while you don’t want to panic over one bad year, you also can’t just shrug 
it off in an NHL where windows can slam shut on older teams. 

This team is older than most, and right now they’re bad. The last few 
weeks were an opportunity to start changing one or both of those facts, 
and they passed. Now we wait through the last few weeks of a lost 
season before finding out what better options might be out there in the 
summer. 
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LeBrun: The Kyles clear the air, a discussion about playoff officiating and 
more from the NHL GMs meeting 

 

Pierre LeBrun8-10 minutes 28/03/2022 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Rookie NHL GMs normally all get the same 
advice at their first-ever GMs meeting. Be quiet and listen. 

So there were a few surprised faces, sources say, when Blackhawks 
rookie GM Kyle Davidson pressed the button to speak Monday, mere 
minutes into his first-ever NHL GMs meeting. 

He felt it was important to do so. 

Another GM had tabled a discussion on “leaks” and the conversation was 
one of the first things dealt with Monday morning. 

In the aftermath of a very public spat with his Maple Leafs counterpart 
Kyle Dubas over a leaked trade proposal which was detailed by TSN 
colleague Darren Dreger, Davidson felt he needed to address the GMs in 
the room Monday. 

“It was a pretty public event and I just wanted to kind of put it out there 
that I take it as seriously as everyone else,’’ Davidson told The Athletic 
after Day 1 of the GMs meeting. 

“The event with Kyle was addressed privately, we’re good and we’re 
going to move forward with a good relationship.’’ 

Good on Davidson. Not every rookie GM would have the courage to 
address his more senior brethren that way. But he wanted other GMs to 
know that he knows conversations between front offices should remain 
private and he takes it seriously. 

“Sometimes stuff happens and you have to address it and move on. So I 
did,’’ Davidson said. “Honesty is the best way, right? There’s no point in 
avoiding anything. It was very public.” 

By the way, I can confirm that Dubas was not the GM who tabled the 
discussion, it was another GM. 

As for Dubas, other than confirming that Davidson did reach out last 
week to patch things up, the Leafs GM had no other comment on the 
matter. 

But it does feel like the two Kyles have moved on. 

Officiating discussion 

Day 1 also featured a presentation from Stephen Walkom, the NHL’s 
director of officiating. One month from the playoffs, there were some 
pretty attentive ears in the room. 

“We’re looking for consistency,’’ Predators GM David Poile said. “We 
want the officials to be at the top of their game. We want to know what 
penalties are. 

“We use these forums in these meetings so that if there’s inconsistency 
we can ask Stephen about it. Or with George Parros on the player safety 
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side. But if you’re thinking there’s going to be any big change, I don’t 
think anybody is asking for that.’’ 

For NHL GMs, there’s a very common answer. They want to know where 
the standard of officiating is going to be once the playoffs begin. 

“Yes, we want consistency,’’ Penguins GM Ron Hextall said. “I think the 
players want consistency. Certainly the coaches and us as managers, 
too. We want the same standard every game. I know it’s hard. But there 
are inconsistencies and sometimes it’s hard to know what’s a penalty and 
what’s not a penalty.” 

Sheldon Kennedy update 

Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello walked up to Sheldon Kennedy, shook his 
hand, and said “Great job.’’ 

That pretty much summed up how GMs came away feeling after a one-
hour session with Kennedy and the NHL’s Kim Davis on Monday. 

As part of the NHL’s Respect Hockey training program which was 
launched back at the Board of Governors meeting in December, the 
league under guidance from Kennedy and his Calgary-based Respect 
Group has taken on the tall but important task of educating clubs, and 
players, on anti-bullying, discrimination, abuse and harassment. 

“I thought that he and Kim Davis did a great job,’’ Lamoriello told The 
Athletic. “I think in this world we live in today, we’ve got to be proactive. 
Not only proactive, but we’ve got to be aware and be ready to react. 
Because that’s probably the biggest thing. Those are questions our 
players are always going to be asked. How can we guide them? We have 
to learn before we can guide and get the right people to answer.’ 

“Whatever we can do to educate, we’re only helping people. They’re 
players on the ice, but they’re people off the ice.’’ 

The conversation with GMs on Monday, which was more Q&A style, was 
heavy. The idea is to get comfortable with subjects that are not 
comfortable. 

“It’s a terrible thing to say, but it’s something we just haven’t done 
enough about. All of us. We just have to do more,” Poile said. “It was 
eye-opening. Because you hear the different stories of what they’ve been 
through. I know we’re headed in the right direction, it doesn’t make up for 
what we haven’t done in the past. But it’s a start. And you have to start 
somewhere.” 

“I think we’ve come a long way. I’m 57, we’ve come a long way from my 
days in junior and then in the NHL, things are a lot better now. In saying 
that, I think we’ve still got a ways to go,” Hextall said. “We need to look 
where we were, where we are, and we need to get better at a lot of 
things and that’s certainly one of the things we can get better at.’’ 

A key takeaway for Kings GM Rob Blake was that it can’t just be talk. 

“It’s about doing more than just talking about it,” Blake said. “That was 
the first step. Just the fact it’s being brought up now at GM meetings is 
important and every person in that room has a leadership role and can 
bring that back to our team.’’ 

Kennedy wasn’t sure what to expect addressing NHL GMs for the first 
time. These aren’t easy things to talk about. 

“I just think that these issues, all these topics carry a significant amount 
of fear with them, and not a lot of confidence,” Kennedy said. “There was 
a real rich conversation. They were listening to their peers, and people 
were being honest. And to me, that’s what needs to happen. And that’s 
how we’re going to get through this. And that’s how we’re going to get 
better, is being able to learn from one another, have the conversations — 
even though they’re difficult — and understand that this is critical for 
good business. 

“I gotta tell you, I probably had a preconceived idea of what it might have 
went like, but it was nothing like that at all. I was actually quite impressed 
with how open and honest conversations were actually happening in 
there.” 

The Jets are the only team so far that’s taken the Respect Hockey 
program although Davis said the other six Canadian teams will have got 
it done by June 30. The program needed some tweaking and re-vamping 
for the U.S.-based teams which has delayed their turn to take the 
program. But that’s coming too over the next 6-7 months before next 
season starts. 

“I think it’s also important that you guys recognize what we’re undertaking 
across the entire hockey ecosystem has never happened in any other 
sport before,” Davis said. “This is a big deal that we are taking from junior 
youth hockey all the way up to professional hockey, creating this one-
hockey approach to understanding and being clear about what is 
acceptable and what is not acceptable relative.” 

The experience with the Jets already has proven to be an important 
indicator of the training program’s impact. 

“We do a survey coming in and a survey coming out, and one of the 
questions that we like to refer to is that, ‘Have you ever participated in 
any types of these behaviors before or witnessed them?’’’ Kennedy said. 
“And the numbers always double after they take the program. So, to me, 
that tells me that a lot of people didn’t know where the line is drawn. And 
we’re not just talking here about the egregious, blatant abuses, we’re 
talking about a lot of the subtle issues that were present in any 
workplace. 

“I want to make one thing clear: This isn’t just a hockey issue, it’s a 
societal issue … We are not living in a fantasy to think that the digital 
program is a one-stop-shop. There’s more to it. This is the start and to 
us, as we discussed in that room, this has to be embedded in everything 
that we do. And if we want to advance culture with the game and teams 
and individuals, this is about practice, not perfection. But we’ve gotta 
build a strategy within our organization to keep practicing to get better in 
this space.” 

I’ve said this before, and I’ll say it again: The hockey world is really lucky 
to have Sheldon Kennedy. 

Pierre LeBrun has been a senior NHL columnist for The Athletic since 
2017. He has been an NHL Insider for TSN since 2011 following six 
years as a panelist on Hockey Night In Canada. He also appears 
regularly on RDS in Montreal. Pierre previously covered the NHL for 
ESPN.com and The Canadian Press. Follow Pierre on Twitter 
@PierreVLeBrun. 
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A former sports writer on what it's like to cover the war in Ukraine; sports 
media notes 

 

Richard Deitsch28-36 minutes 28/03/2022 

 

There was a time where Isabelle Khurshudyan’s professional life 
centered around blue lines, red lights, and Alex Ovechkin. 

Today she covers war for The Washington Post. 

Khurshudyan is currently based in Odessa, which is located on Ukraine’s 
coast and is one of the largest port cities on the Black Sea. (It is the main 
Ukrainian Navy hub now.) A fluent Russian speaker, Khurshudyan had 
always dreamed of working as a foreign correspondent. After pitching her 
bosses for years on the idea, she was assigned in 2019 to work in the 
Post’s Moscow bureau as a Moscow correspondent. She previously 
covered the Washington Capitals for four seasons — including their 
Stanley Cup-winning season in 2018 —and the University of Virginia 
before that. Her last sports assignment before moving to Russia was the 
2019 World Series between the Nationals and Astros. 
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While staying in Kharkiv, a city of 1.4 million in north-eastern Ukraine, 
about 25 miles from the Russian border, Khurshudyan said she woke up 
on the morning of Feb. 24 around 4:00 a.m. local time. Like many 
journalists covering Ukraine, she had the awful feeling that this was going 
to be the day the lives of Ukrainians would change forever. Global news 
organizations such as The Post had been briefed and reported on the 
prospect of war, but there were many Ukrainians who did not believe in 
the possibility. On that day, Khurshudyan said she watched a speech 
from Vladimir Putin at 6:00 a.m. Moscow time. 

“As soon as he was done talking I heard explosions over my window,” 
Khurshudyan said. “I remember that day in Kharkiv, sometime in the 
afternoon, I was talking to Chico Harlan, who is also a former sportswriter 
and now a Rome bureau chief. He was asking me some questions 
because he was about to go to Moldova to do some reporting. He said 
something like, the whole world has just changed and your career has 
just changed. This is a history-changing moment. Honestly, I hadn’t 
wrapped my mind around any of that to that point.” 

Khurshudyan said she hears blasts nightly in Odessa, Ukrainian air 
defense shooting things down from the sky. She recounts these events 
very calmly and matter-of-fact. Khurshudyan said her initial assignments 
in the opening days of the war were to tell the stories of the Ukrainian 
people whose world had just been altered forever, including those hiding 
in underground metro stations and panic-buying food and supplies. 

I interviewed Khurshudyan on Friday for my Sports Media Podcast. The 
Post has a history of former sportswriters moving into news, including 
Harlan, Khurshudyan and Chelsea Janes, who covered the Nationals 
before moving to the news side to cover the 2020 Presidential campaign 
and is now back in sports as a national baseball writer. Robert Klemko, a 
longtime sportswriter for Sports Illustrated and USA Today and now a 
Post staff writer focusing on criminal justice, is covering the conflict as 
well. 

“I feel like I’m still in that fog where I haven’t fully processed everything,” 
Khurshudyan said. “But all that being said, I feel pretty good emotionally 
because where I’m at now, Odessa, this is my ancestral home. My 
parents are from here and their parents are from here. The city hasn’t 
faced a major attack since the start of the war. Today I got a manicure, a 
nail salon was open. You could say life here kind of somewhat resembles 
normal. But it’s also a war-like state where there are hedgehogs, which 
are these metal clusters for anti-tank defense. There are sandbags 
everywhere. There’s military everywhere. But this feels a lot more normal 
than other parts of Ukraine. I think at some point, maybe when I leave 
here, I think it will all hit me, all of the destruction I’ve seen. 

“In the moment, you try to keep some professional detachment while 
empathizing with people and recognizing the horrible things they’re going 
through. It’s a weird feeling as a reporter.” 

It was a long and fascinating interview with Khurshudyan, so I condensed 
the notable parts for The Athletic’s audience. 

How does it work in terms of what you end up covering on a particular 
day? 

Khurshudyan: I think we’re one of the better-staffed news organizations 
in Ukraine right now. We have our own group chat where we discuss 
what we’re doing. The places that face daily bombardment, we react to 
breaking news or events. I’m in a position where I can easily get to the 
front line, which is Mykolaiv, about two hours away from me. That’s a day 
trip. 

When I was in Kharkiv we were under constant bombardment. There 
were some curfew restrictions. I remember one day where they told 
everyone not to go outside of your bomb shelter. Kharkiv is a city that, 
since we left, is pretty much unrecognizable with the amount of shelling 
and artillery fire that city has taken, which is horrible. It was a really 
beautiful place before then. It seems like the reporters in Kyiv have been 
able to get to sites of strikes soon after any hits have happened. My day-
to-day is working on bigger-picture stories, stories that are anchored out 
of Odessa and out of the south that speak to the larger situation in 

Ukraine. Odessa isn’t a place itself that has taken a lot of attacks from 
Russia to this point, but it’s an incredibly important city. It’s the largest 
Black Sea port here and one of the largest Black Sea ports, period. It is a 
city that is majority Russian-speaking. It’s a city that was probably pretty 
Russia sympathetic before 2014, and one that Russians really identify 
with. This was a city founded by Catherine the Great. It’s strategically 
important to the Russians. There are Russian warships off the coast 
here. But they haven’t been able to attack yet because of their forces 
getting held up in Mykolaiv. So a lot of my job is kind of waiting for the 
Russians to, unfortunately, come to me, which is a weird thing to say. I’m 
stationed here working on other things, and every day is kind of a 
question of: Is this a day to attack the city or is it not? 

These are very layperson questions: Do you have to wear a bulletproof 
vest when you report? Do you carry any kind of weaponry? Do you have 
something that identifies you very visibly as press? How does it work? 

Khurshudyan: We all have bulletproof vests and we have an extra 
bulletproof vest for whoever our fixer is. I’ve been driving us. I have the 
advantage here as being a Russian speaker. I don’t speak Ukrainian, 
unfortunately, even though my parents are from Ukraine. They left it 
during the Soviet Union, so they only know Russian. If we go Mykolaiv or 
if we take any long trip, we definitely have (a vest) with us and we wear it 
on the drive. The roads here tend to be a little dicey. We’ve gotten more 
comfortable with them, but I remember one drive from Kharkiv that was 
very sketchy, where at one point you were surrounded at gunpoint by 
Ukrainians who were very suspicious of us in that moment. We had to 
talk ourselves out of it. You wear your flak jacket on the road. When 
you’re in an area that is closer to the front, you for sure wear it. When I’m 
in Mykolaiv, I pretty much wear it all the time. When I’m reporting around 
downtown Odessa, I don’t wear it, but I usually have it in the car at the 
very least. Sometimes you make judgment calls in the moment and you 
clear it with your security team. We have a separate group chat for that, 
and our security team is based in London and there’s someone on 24/7 
to track our locations. We’re checking in with them constantly. That gives 
you a level of reassurance. 

I came into this with no conflict zone experience and I’ve talked to 
reporters who have a lot of conflict zone experience from the Middle 
East, and they’ve said this is much different from things they’ve covered. 
The level of weaponry that you’re dealing with, airstrikes, cluster 
munitions, things of that sort, it’s so unpredictable what they’re targeting. 
If I thought there were rules at the beginning of this, which were in 
Russian speaking cities, someplace like Kharkiv in eastern Ukraine, that 
was 95 percent Russian speaking, I thought they are not going to 
indiscriminately fire on civilians because they will kill the entire Russian 
narrative that they’re trying to protect Russian speakers in Ukraine. 
That’s clearly been proven wrong, because they have fired 
indiscriminately in civilian areas there. They’ve targeted hospitals, 
schools. So the rules here are completely thrown out the window. You 
don’t know what will be hit at any given moment. 

I want to ask you about your previous professional life, which must feel 
like a million years ago. Do you ever reflect on your time covering sports 
when you’re doing the reporting you’re doing now? Are there things you 
learned in sports reporting that have helped you since you started 
covering this war? 

Khurshudyan: When I interviewed to be a foreign correspondent, they 
asked me: Do you think you’d be able to embed in military environments? 
I had to imagine it’s similar to a locker room, which I have a lot of 
experience with. I think to a degree that’s helped. I’ve done several 
embeds with the Ukrainian military and part of what helps me is the 
ability to speak the language, but I also have no problem with them 
dropping curse words and laughing at their inappropriate jokes about 
each other’s mothers because I’m very used to that from sports locker 
rooms. Also, I think in wartime, maybe it’s the ability to file fast. As a 
sportswriter, you’re on deadline and there’s a lot of pressure. It is not the 
same kind of pressure as being in a war zone, but you have to file a story 
immediately. There’s a lot going on and I think I’ve learned from that 
experience to block everything out to be able to file a story that is 
comprehensible even in a very short amount of time. I’ve always said that 
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my sportswriting training was a good thing for the foreign desk; I didn’t 
know anything about covering hockey, I’d never watched hockey and I 
was able to adapt to the situation as it happened and learn on the fly. 
With this, I’ve never covered a war before but I was able to react to it. 

Few people in the w0rld would have a better perspective on Alex 
Ovechkin as it relates to this conflict given you covered him as a Capitals 
writer. How do you look at him given his relationship with the Putin 
government and how should American sports fans look at him as he’s 
continuing to play in the NHL? 

Khurshudyan: I knew I would get this question here, and if I were you I 
would ask it. I have not said anything about this, really, to this point. 
When he [Ovechkin] talked about this in that kind-of-press conference.  I 
don’t think he really came out against Russia at all, even though he said 
stop the war. I think he was saying whatever he felt like he should say. 
To be clear: I have done zero reporting, zero inquiry and I haven’t talked 
to anyone from the Capitals, talked to anyone from the Ovechkin side. I 
don’t know what he actually thinks about this and I don’t know what the 
Capitals think about this. So I’m completely speaking from my previous 
contacts and also my understanding of what the Russian atmosphere is 
like right now. 

I think if you’re a sports fan, it’s totally fair to say ‘I don’t really care what 
Alex Ovechkin’s views are on Putin or Russia, I just really like him as a 
hockey fan.’ I think it’s also fair to say, especially if you’re a sports fan in 
Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States, ‘I have a big problem 
with this because his Instagram picture is still him and Putin together.’ I 
don’t think Alex is ever going to take a stance against Putin. What I have 
a problem with is when people make him a victim of this, because I don’t 
really believe he’s a victim and I don’t think that’s a fair characterization, 
especially if you’re describing victims in this whole situation. It’s not 
someone who I would consider to be a member of Russia’s elite. It would 
be Ukrainian people who are fleeing their homes and literally dying. 

There are a lot of influential Russian people — late-night hosts, pop 
culture figures, the most popular rapper in Russia, people who work for 
state television — who have taken a stand against this, and at great risk 
to themselves, because they understand that this war is pretty senseless. 
I think for Ovechkin it would be incredibly uncomfortable to do so 
because he does have family there, because he and his wife hang out in 
a social circle with people who probably have bought into the Russian 
propaganda, that there is a justification for this war, that Ukrainians are 
neo-Nazis, that Russian speakers are being oppressed in Ukraine. All of 
that is false. We know that. But that is what is being sold on Russian 
television. 

I think for Ovechkin there would be business losses if he stood up 
against this. He might have to take his family out of there. Those are 
things he might just not want to do. I guess I understand that. I don’t 
know if it’s fair or right to have him be accountable for this, but other 
people have (been). Other people have taken a stand. They have not 
been killed. Their families have not been killed. But they have had to 
leave the country. I think he could take a stand and he has a very 
powerful voice in Russia, where there are a lot of people who live there 
being fed one story from state media. He could break through that and 
kind of speak truth to Russians, but to a degree he’s choosing not to. 

I want to ask you another sports-related question. I’ve been pleasantly 
surprised by how the global sports universe has made decisions to let 
Russia know that what they’ve done is unacceptable. How do you see it? 

Khurshudyan: I would agree. The Kremlin will spin this as Russiaphobia 
and ‘the West is against us.’ To be clear, I’m against xenophobia against 
normal Russians. I don’t think Russian players in the NHL should face 
any blowback. For a lot of normal Russians, this was not their war. A lot 
of my Russian friends, when I left Russia in late January to go to Ukraine, 
I said I’m going to potentially cover a war. Many laughed at me. They did 
not believe it was going to happen. They were not prepared for it. 
Because for the Russian public, there were no warning signs in any of 
Russian media. People laughed it off as Western hysteria. That was 
something they had in common with Ukrainians, oddly enough. I would 

say the majority of my Russian friend group in Moscow does not support 
this whatsoever and they’re now dealing with the consequences of it. I 
understand my Russian friends who say, why do I have to suffer 
economically, why do I have to deal with this burden of sanctions, all 
these private businesses are pulling out? It’s the same on the sports 
level. The reason is because those things have an impact on the regime. 
The goal is to get normal Russians so angry that they stand up against 
Putin’s crew, his inner circle, his government. Sports are incredibly 
important to Vladimir Putin. He is obsessed with judo. He goes to every 
Olympics. All of these things matter a lot to him. We’ve seen how 
important sports are. It was clearly a government order for them to cheat 
and to have all of the doping that got them in trouble. That came from 
government pressure of wanting to be at the top. There’s a level of 
prestige with Russia that when you isolate them, when private 
businesses pull out, I think that matters a lot. 

How long do you think you’ll be assigned to Ukraine? 

Khurshudyan: My bosses are very nice to me. They’ve given me multiple 
options to leave and I keep saying I want to stay. Other people are 
rotating in and out. Maybe it’s like the sportswriting background where 
living in a hotel for weeks and weeks and weeks is not that weird. I feel 
good. I still feel fresh. I don’t want to leave. I think if I took a break right 
now, I would drive myself pretty insane being away from the story. My 
colleague Siobhan O’Grady who’s in Kyiv right now and is our Cairo 
bureau chief, she was really against leaving, but they’re pretty insistent 
on rotating people in and out. I’m sure at some point they will tell me I 
have no choice in the matter and it’s time for me to go. But for now, I’m 
very committed to staying. 

The Ink Report 

1. You want some sports broadcaster trivia? CBS/Turner broadcasters 
Ian Eagle and Jim Spanarkel, who along with reporter Jamie Erdahl 
chronicled the amazing run of Saint Peter’s during the NCAA 
Tournament, were also the play-by-play and analyst for Seton Hall’s 
overtime win over Oregon in the 2000 NCAA East Regional at HSBC 
Arena. That game ended with a point guard named Shaheen Holloway 
driving the length of the court to score on an underhanded layup with 1.9 
seconds left to give Seton Hall the win. 

Twenty-two years later, Eagle and Spanarkel found themselves calling 
most incredible story of this year’s Tournament — No. 15 Saint Peter’s, 
coached by the same Shaheen Holloway, advancing to the Elite Eight 
before finally falling to North Carolina 69-49 on Sunday. Eagle, Spanarkel 
and Erdahl called all of Saint Peter’s games during the Tournament. 

Part of what makes this event so special is the unpredictable nature of it,” 
Eagle wrote in an email on Sunday night. “You never know what stories 
will emerge during the Big Dance and which ones will resonate with the 
public. I’m sure most people were Googling ‘where is St Peter’s 
University’ at some point during this tournament. I’ve lived in New Jersey 
for nearly 27 years and was obviously familiar with the school but I can’t 
say that I was following along all season. I didn’t even know there was a 
Peacock emoji on my phone until last weekend. Jim grew up three and 
1/2 blocks from the campus, so I know it really hit home for him.  It was 
easy to get swept up in the drama, and Jim, Jamie and I felt very 
fortunate that we got an inside look at Saint Peter’s head coach Shaheen 
Holloway and the program. 

“The clock definitely struck midnight earlier than they would have hoped 
on Sunday against UNC, but to me, it’s what March Madness is all about, 
attention given to those who aren’t normally in the spotlight. It will go 
down as one of the most unexpected runs in NCAA Tournament history 
and KC Ndefo, Doug Edert (and his mustache), Daryl Banks III, Mathew 
Lee and the rest of the Peacocks will never forget their ‘One Shining 
Moment.’  It also reminded me how long I’ve been broadcasting the 
NCAA Tournament as Jim and I had the call of Seton Hall-Oregon in 
2000 when Holloway was the hero with an OT game-winner in Buffalo. It 
truly was a full-circle moment and it never gets old. Just announcers do.” 

Eagle will call Lakers at Dallas on Tuesday night for TNT, and then it’s 
Nets games the rest of the way before the playoffs. 
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1a. This year’s Final Four will be the last CBS Sports assignment for 
director Bob Fishman, a renowned figure in sports production who joined 
CBS News in 1972, moved to CBS Sports in 1975, and will retire from 
CBS after 50 years of employment upon the conclusion of next Monday 
night’s final. Among the iconic sports moments that Fishman directed for 
CBS Sports are Michael Jordan’s title-winning shot in the 1982 NCAA 
Basketball Championship game; North Carolina State’s upset of Houston 
the following year; Keith Smart’s NCAA buzzer-beater in the 1987 NCAA 
title game; Joe Carter’s walk-off home run in the 1993 World Series; 
Tonya Harding and Nancy Kerrigan at the 1994 Winter Olympics in 
Lillehammer; Villanova’s Kris Jenkins’ championship-winning shot in 
2016; and introducing the in-car camera shots in auto racing at the 1982 
Daytona 500.  Here’s a Fishman by the numbers to give readers a sense 
of his impact. 

• 39 Final Fours 

• 27 U.S Open Tennis Championships 

• 20 Daytona 500s 

• 16 Emmy Awards 

• 3 Olympic Winter Games 

• 3 Directors Guild of America awards 

• 2 World Series 

• He has worked the NFL, NCAA basketball, MLB, NBA, Daytona 500, 
U.S. Open Tennis, Olympics, NASCAR, Formula One, Triple Crown 
horse races, college football, and the Pan American Games among 
others. This year he worked on CBS’s No. 2 booth with Ian Eagle, 
Charles Davis and Evan Washburn. 

Fishman said he plans to remain in film and television working on various 
projects, including documentaries in his post-CBS life. 

“If there were a Mount Rushmore for sports directors, Bob Fishman 
would be front and center; he is one of the greatest directors in the 
history of sports television,” said CBS Sports chairman Sean McManus. 
“While most viewers may not know his name, they are certainly familiar 
with his work, as he has delivered some of the most iconic moments in 
sports over the past 40 years. Through his creativity, innovation and 
ability to perfectly capture the emotion of the moment, Bob has set the 
standard across the industry and created a legacy that will last for 
generations. There will never be another Bob Fishman.” 

1b. Big numbers for the Sweet 16 round of the men’s tournament: Duke’s 
win over Texas Tech averaged 8.23 million viewers on CBS, which was 
the second-best Thursday Sweet 16 game since 2011, according to 
Sports Business Journal’s Austin Karp, trailing only 2018 Kansas State-
Kentucky at 8.29 million. Arkansas’s win over Gonzaga drew 8.16 million 
viewers, another big number. 

1c. Big numbers for the opening round of the women’s Tournament: 
UConn’s win over UCF drew 1.13 million viewers on ESPN, the most-
viewed early round game since 2009. Creighton’s win over Iowa drew 
993,000 viewers. Through the first two rounds, ESPN said the 
tournament was up 15 percent over 2021. 

1d. There were also not-so-big numbers: Per Sports Media WATCH: 
Villanova-Michigan on TBS averaged 3.15 million viewers and Houston-
Arizona 2.36 million, down 35 percent and 34 percent from 2019 
(Purdue-Tennessee, 4.88 million; Virginia-Oregon, 3.56 million). Sports 
Media Watch said Houston-Arizona ranks as the least-watched Sweet 16 
game in nine years, since Wichita State-La Salle on TBS in 2013 (2.34 
million). 

1e. The inaugural HBCU All-Star Game will take place on April 3 in New 
Orleans during Final Four weekend and air live at 4 PM ET on CBS and 
stream on Paramount+.  Three of the four announcers for the game — 
Brian Custer (Hampton), Avery Johnson (Southern) and AJ Ross 
(Howard) all attended HBCUs. Clark Kellogg (Ohio State) will also be an 
analyst for the game. 

1f. Terrific work by CBS Sports producer Dave Anerella on this feature 
highlighting the remarkable Bryce Weiler, a blind sports commentator 
who co-founded The Beautiful Lives Project, which provides an inclusive 
community events for people with disabilities. Here’s the piece.  

2. Episode 190 of the Sports Media Podcast features Taylor Rooks, a 
host and reporter for Bleacher Report and Turner Sports, and Alex 
Sherman, who covers technology, media and telecommunications for 
CNBC. In this podcast Rooks discusses her “Taylor Rooks X” vodcast, 
whose recent interviews include DeMar DeRozan, DK Metcalf and Micah 
Parsons; the challenges of booking guests and how much of that is 
relationship-based; reflections on covering the NBA bubble; the 
dehumanization of athletes and how we can all be guilty of that; our 
shared fondness for Pam Oliver; the challenge of interviewing Kawhi 
Leonard; navigating wanting to promote your work but not to be 
overexposed; and more. Sherman discusses his piece on the near-term 
future of ESPN; the prospect of spinning off ESPN from Disney; the rift 
between Disney chiefs Bob Chapek and Bob Iger; how Chapek’s 
leadership has impacted ESPN; the future of sports betting and ESPN; 
how Chapek will navigate the issues regarding the Florida House bill and 
his company’s LGBTQ employees and more. 

You can subscribe to this podcast on Apple Podcasts, Google Play, 
Stitcher, and more. 

2a. Episode 191 of the Sports Media Podcast (which comes out 
Tuesday) features Paul Heyman, the longtime WWE performer. Heyman 
will be part of the main event of WrestleMania 38, the WWE’s signature 
event, which is set for April 2-3 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. In 
this podcast Heyman discusses how he approaches this stage of his 
career and how long he wants to perform; the ability to align yourself with 
great performers such as Roman Reigns, Brock Lesnar and CM Punk; 
how the best performers never break from character; Renee Paquette 
calling him a method actor and why he agrees with that; performers 
getting physical with his character and how to prepare for that; why Pat 
McAfee has been so successful as a WWE broadcaster; his desire to do 
a podcast; the prospect of one day working with Ronda Rousey; CM 
Punk’s future in AEW; why the WWE is not using Charlotte Flair to her 
best potential; the incredible women’s division in the WWE, and much 
more. 

3. Worth checking out are these pieces from colleagues Daniel Kaplan 
and Bill Shea. Kaplan contacted the Browns sponsors on Deshaun 
Watson — few offered comment — while Shea did an in-depth piece on 
Nielsen and how TV viewership gets counted. 

3a. Really nice work by producer Luke Van Patten, editor Gabriella Loutfi 
and writer Mark Young on the tease that preceded CBS Sports Network 
and Paramount+’s coverage of last week’s U.S-Mexico World Cup 
qualifier. Here’s the piece.  

3b. Best of luck to Keri Potts, a longtime communications staffer at ESPN 
who handled major properties such as college football national 
championship and College GameDay, as she moves to London for new 
opportunities. A quality person and PR practitioner. 

3c. The Premier League Lacrosse and ESPN reached a four-year media 
rights agreement which will include broadcast, cable and streaming 
platform. PLL games will air exclusively across ABC, ESPN, ESPN2, and 
ESPN+, with all 47 games available to stream on ESPN+. 

3d. The YES Network, the regional sports network that airs the Yankees, 
entered into a content and marketing partnership with Jomboy Media.  

3e. Last year’s momentum for Formula 1 in the U.S. has continued. 
ESPN said the Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix, the opening to the season, 
drew an average of 1.353 million viewers, the largest audience for an F1 
race on any of ESPN’s networks since the championship returned to 
ESPN in 2018. The previous high was 1.2 million for the 2021 United 
States Grand Prix, which aired on ABC. Viewership peaked at 1.54 
million between 12:30-12:45 p.m. The viewership for Sunday’s race — 
highlighted by Max Verstappen overtaking Charles Leclerc to win the 
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix — will be out Tuesday. 
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3f. A self-serving item: On Sunday in Toronto, in snow-flecked weather 
straight out of Canadian casting, Canada qualified for the men’s World 
Cup for the first time since 1986. As an American living in Toronto, it’s 
been thrilling to watch the team’s success, as well as the country’s 
reaction to it. The group plays with verve and play for each other, an 
immigrant-rich team that represents the possibilities of the country. I 
haven’t covered many sporting events over the last three years due to 
COVID (as well as The Athletic paying me to write this content area). But 
this is a team I wish I could write about it and I envy those who have. It is 
the best story in sports for me at the moment. 

What a scene as Canada arrives at BMO Field. 

Flares. 🇨🇦 flags. Fandom hitting a new level. 

4. Sports pieces of note 

• Raising kids, opening eyes: Meet the McBrides, the moms behind the 
NFL draft’s top tight end prospect. By Christopher Kamrani of The 
Athletic. 

• When high school sports end, it’s tough on parents, too. By Chad Finn 
of The Boston Globe. 

• Baseball writer Jonah Keri sentenced to 21 months for assaulting, 
threatening ex-wife. By Paul Cherry of The Montreal Gazette. 

• A father’s mission to remember his son through 365 games of catch. By 
Rustin Dodd of The Athletic. 

• Why the sports world doesn’t miss Russia — An essay for Sports 
Illustrated. By Jon Wertheim of Sports Illustrated. 

• ESPN’s Pete Thamel profiled Saint Peter’s coach Shaheen Holloway. 

• Saint Peter’s tops Purdue as the best story in NCAA hoops history gets 
even better. By Steve Politi of NJ.com. 

• From Division III to Elite Eight, how Kim Barnes Arico built Michigan. By 
Shannon Ryan of The Athletic. 

• The Bullet and the Ballplayer. By Mike Damiano of Boston Magazine. 

Non sports pieces of note 

• Virginia Thomas urged White House chief to pursue unrelenting efforts 
to overturn the 2020 election, texts show. By Robert Costa and Bob 
Woodward of The Washington Post. 

• Fed Up With Deadly Propaganda, Some Russian Journalists Quit. 

• The Boy From Booker T. By Jeffrey McWhorter of Texas Monthly. 

• Tanya’s Sister Was Trapped in Mariupol. This Is Their Story. By Farah 
Stockman of the New York Times. 

• Teen Girls Are Still Getting TikTok-Related Tics—and Other Disorders. 
By Julie Jargon of The Wall Street Journal. 

• The‘deglobalization’ of Moscow. A walk down two streets shows how 
life has changed in Russia’s capital.By Ruby Mellen, Maite Fernández 
Simon, Júlia Ledur and Yutao Chen of The Washington Post. 

• He Chased Silicon Valley Dreams Amid the Cannabis Boom. But Did 
His Ambition Lead to His Murder? By Scott Eden for Inc. 

• Nicolas Cage Can Explain It All. By Gabriella Paiella of GQ. 

• The movement that became an unprecedented disruption for Canada’s 
capital faced turbulence and disagreement from the inside, too.  By Alex 
McKeen of The Toronto Star. 

• The Making of Vladimir Putin. By Roger Cohen of the New York Times. 

• Justin Chang of the L.A. Times on the Oscars and popularity. 

• Forensic scientist Angela Gallop has helped to crack many of the UK’s 
most notorious murder cases. But today she fears the whole field – and 
justice itself – is at risk. By Imogen West-Knights of The Guardian. 

• A Virus Hunter in the Wuhan Market. By Carl Zimmer of the New York 
Times.  

• America’s Business Challenge Can Be Told in Two Words: Disc Golf. 
By Valerie Bauerlein of The Wall Street Journal. 

• Dozens Of Men Got Sick During A Secret Training Exercise At A 
Nuclear Site In 1991. They’re Still Fighting For Answers. By Zahra Hirji of 
Buzz Feed News. 

• The Casino Beckons: My Journey Inside the Cryptosphere. By Sarah 
Resnick of The Guardian. 

• The Nixon White House plotted to assassinate a journalist 50 years 
ago. By Mark Feldstein of The Washington Post. 
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The Wild land the big name, the Islanders do nothing, and the rankings 
sort through all the teams in between 

 

Sean McIndoe16-20 minutes 28/03/2022 

 

The deadline was one week ago and it already feels like it was four 
months ago, because time gets very weird around this point in the 
season. The playoffs are tomorrow but every team still has 15 games left, 
and nobody has anything to play for except the teams whose very 
existence is on the line. It’s weird, and it’s OK to feel disoriented. 

But yes, after crunching the numbers I can confirm that this is indeed the 
first Monday rankings of the post-deadline era, which means we need to 
try to figure out how much the biggest deals moved the needle on our 
expectations, if at all. That qualifier matters, because the impact that any 
one move can have on a team is smaller than we’d all probably like to 
think. And while this year’s deadline certainly had plenty of action, the 
biggest stars to be moved ended up being a 37-year-old goalie having a 
decidedly average season and a 34-year-old forward with just one 
second-team all-star pick on his career resume. Not exactly Russell 
Wilson or James Harden or Tyreek Hill or even Matt Olson, but we work 
with what we have. 

A few of these calls probably won’t be all that controversial. Just about 
everyone seems to like the Panthers going all-in, even if the consensus 
is that they overpaid for Ben Chiarot. They look like the Eastern favorites 
right now, even if you’re still not quite sold on their goaltending and the 
Aaron Ekblad injury looms over their first round. The rest of the East 
contenders got better too, with the possible exception of the Hurricanes, 
whose mostly quiet week stands out unless you think Max Domi can be 
fixed. 

Out west, the Wild were the big winner with Marc-Andre Fleury, but it’s 
goaltending so world’s biggest shrug emoji. The Avalanche made a few 
small moves instead of any big ones, and that’s probably fine. The 
Flames made their big move a month ago, the Oilers didn’t do much, the 
Golden Knights somehow did even less than that, and nobody thinks any 
of the other teams are really a threat, which means one of them is 
definitely going to the Stanley Cup Final. 

OK, you might say, but what we really want to know is how all of this 
shakes out in the top and bottom five. (You were not saying this, but 
humor me.) Let’s find out … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 
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This was a fun weekend with plenty of entertaining games. In terms of 
the most important, though, it might be hard to top the Golden Knights’ 
coming all the way back from down three in the third to beat the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. We’ve been tracking the Vegas freefall from 
Cup favorite to playoff bubble team to worse, and a loss to Chicago might 
have been the death blow to their hopes. Instead, they clawed back and 
won it on a goal by, well, who else. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (41-18-6, +35 true goals differential*) — The 
Friday guys are down on Tampa, dropping them to eighth after they lost 
six of eight in regulation. I’ve got the benefit of seeing them win a pair of 
weekend games, and my focus on the long term means I’m going to try 
really hard not to overreact to two bad weeks, but yeah, there are some 
concerns here for sure. 

Yeah, these guys still scare me. They’ve got the Hurricanes next, and a 
potential first-round preview with the Leafs in a week, so they’ve got a 
few chances to reassure us that they’re still in the elite. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (43-15-7, +61) — That quiet deadline was a little 
bit perplexing, and as with any contender that doesn’t make a big move, 
you’re left to wonder if they were working on something that fell through 
or just really like where they’re at and didn’t feel the need to mess with it. 
Banking on Domi seems risky, but we said that about last summer’s 
goaltending shenanigans too, and that worked out OK. Seeing the 
Panthers, of all teams, help out with the cap gymnastics seemed 
especially weird, and maybe suggests the Hurricanes’ rivals aren’t too 
worried about Domi’s impact. We’ll see if that comes back to haunt them. 

Anyway, my advice would be to stop getting 50 shots against backup 
goalies and losing. 

3. Calgary Flames (40-17-8, +69) — I’m moving the Flames up in the 
rankings yet again, despite a deadline that didn’t see them do much other 
than add Tyler Toffoli a month ago, which was smart but has already 
been baked into this list for weeks. Why? Because the rest of the West 
didn’t do a ton either, and the Pacific all but sat the deadline out. That’s 
good news for Calgary, who are now basically locked into the top spot in 
the division and have a very manageable path to the conference final. 
Any thought that this team was overachieving or any kind of a mirage 
have been put to bed; they’re legitimately great, with all sorts of pieces 
that are clicking just right, and also Sean Monahan. Sleep on them at 
your own risk. 

In other news, holy hell was Saturday night’s win over Edmonton fun. 
Please, hockey gods, we’re begging you for a seven-game series 
between these two teams. 

2. Florida Panthers (44-15-6, +72) — I have to admit I really thought 
about moving them into the top spot. The team that hasn’t won a playoff 
round in over a quarter-century going all-in with a dynamic team that’s 
legitimately fun to watch is pretty much an irresistible story, and I stand 
by what I said way back in the very first rankings of the season: This 
should be your second-favorite team. And they’re super good! They even 
turned Ben Chiarot into Ray Bourque in one game. 

#NHL GameScore Impact Card for Florida Panthers on 2022-03-
24:#TimeToHunt pic.twitter.com/FhdSBQtuUX 

— HockeyStatCards (@hockeystatcards) March 25, 2022 

So are they the Cup favorites now? No, as much as I wish they were. 
The path through the East is just so much tougher than the West, where 
it’s the Avs and the Flames and then a bunch of maybes. The Caps are 
starting to look like they could be a relatively easy matchup for whoever 
draws them, so that’s good news for Florida, but from there it’s going to 
be brutal. I just can’t call anyone out East the favorite right now, as much 
as I want to. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (46-14-6, +67) — The Avs didn’t land Claude 
Giroux or another big name, they saw the Wild add a goalie they’ve had 
trouble with, and the Flames are looking scarier by the week. Still, I’m not 
sure things are any worse for Colorado on balance right now than they 
were a month ago. Joe Sakic did some solid work on deadline 

reinforcements, nobody else in the West really got significantly better, 
and at this point, home ice in the conference is pretty much wrapped up. 

Also, happy 25th anniversary to those who celebrate. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — An interesting thing about this year’s 
deadline is that if you were to travel back a month or so, you’d have 
found a consensus that the three teams that absolutely needed a 
goaltending upgrade were, in some order, the Capitals, Maple Leafs and 
Oilers. Then the big day came, and all three teams basically stood pat, 
choosing to roll the dice with what they have. But not the Wild, who took 
the big swing and landed Fleury. 

Why them? Well, a big part of the answer is that that’s where Fleury 
wanted to go, and yeah, we can’t really criticize the other teams for not 
landing a goalie who wouldn’t play for them. For all his ups and downs 
this season, Fleury was still the only name that felt like anything close to 
a sure-thing upgrade in net, so maybe you can understand why a team 
like Washington just decided to push forward with what they had. The 
more interesting question is why Bill Guerin and the Wild didn’t feel like 
they could do the same. 

The short answer is that Cam Talbot hasn’t been good this year. The 
longer answer is that Talbot was pretty awful around the same time he 
was hurt in January, and certainly wasn’t giving off those unquestioned 
starter vibes that a team facing cap purgatory next year wants for an all-
in run. But Talbot hasn’t been as bad as you might think; he’s actually 
posted a .910 save percentage or better in every month of the season 
other than that injury-stricken January. That’s deceiving in another 
direction, because it doesn’t factor in the quality of shots he’s facing, and 
Talbot’s goals-saved above expected is mediocre. But you know who’s is 
worse? Fleury’s. So yeah, the Wild may have just gone out and spent a 
high pick on a goalie who isn’t even an upgrade on what they already 
had. 

All that said, it’s still Marc-Andre Fleury — everyone loves the guy, he’s 
got a ton of playoff experience, and he was good enough to beat the 
mighty Avalanche in the playoffs just a year ago. The deal is getting 
strong reviews, Guerin didn’t completely blink in his game of chicken with 
Kyle Davidson, and if Fleury is awful then you still have Talbot (who had 
a shutout in his first post-deadline appearance). The Wild’s days of 
pushing for a top-five spot are past them, but they’re going to the playoffs 
in a conference where some of the matchups look pretty winnable. If the 
price is right, you have to try to upgrade. For what it cost, Guerin did the 
right thing, even though the results are far from guaranteed. 

Either way, they showed something by coming back to beat the Avs in 
overtime last night. And they sure seem to be having fun again … 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

We haven’t featured the Red Wings in the bottom five all season long, 
which feels like real progress after their regular appearances of recent 
years. They seem to miss us, because for the second time this year they 
gave up double-digit goals in a game. 

At least last time it happened, they kind of made a game of it. This time it 
was an 11-2 final at the hands of Pittsburgh. I’ve spent all year saying 
that nobody was more confused by the Penguins than I was, but 
apparently the Red Wings goalies have me beat. 

5. Ottawa Senators (23-36-6, -42) — They got absolutely rocked by the 
Panthers on Saturday, as most teams do, and Anton Forsberg stole them 
a point. He’s been very good this year, and while having a journeyman 
29-year-old suddenly become a legitimate starter feels a little fluky, we’ve 
seen weirder things happen in the goaltending world, and man would it 
ever help Ottawa to have somebody reliable back there as they try to 
shift out of rebuild mode. 
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Meanwhile, Ian wonders if this is the most cursed season in Senators’ 
history. It may be, but that’s OK, because Jake Sanderson is on the way. 

4. New Jersey Devils (23-37-5, -35) — One of the more worrying 
plotlines of the Devils season has been the erosion of confidence in 
Mackenzie Blackwood. A year ago he was in the conversation for a spot 
on Team Canada, and now there’s a legitimate question as to whether 
he’s to be trusted as part of the future in New Jersey. Shayna takes a 
look at who else will be available in the offseason, and which names 
might make sense. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (18-37-11, -78) — Congratulations to the Habs on 
becoming the first team to be officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

In an alternate universe where the NHL uses the Gold Plan and teams 
earn the No. 1 pick based on their record after elimination, this sets up a 
thrilling stretch run for Montreal fans as they cheer their team on to the 
wins that could deliver Shane Wright or another top prospect. Every 
game from here on out has real stakes, and Cole Caufield’s resurgence 
and the optimism of the Martin St. Louis era could combine to deliver a 
prize that would lift the team for years to come. Saturday’s win over the 
Maple Leafs would have been the dramatic first step in a potentially 
franchise-altering journey. 

Instead, Habs fans will get to spend five weeks hoping their own team 
loses, feeling conflicted when a goalie steals a game, and vaguely 
hoping for a few veterans to get shut down for the season just in case 
they have any stray game winners left in their bag of tricks. It sucks, and 
the NHL could fix it with one rule change, but here we are. Don’t worry, 
you’ve got the Panthers, Hurricanes and Lightning this week — here’s 
hoping nothing good accidentally happens. 

2. Seattle Kraken (20-39-6, -63) — The bad news: After almost a full year 
of Ron Francis promising everyone he’d weaponize all that cap space 
from a lackluster expansion draft, they didn’t really do anything at all with 
it. The good news: They now own every second-round pick in the next 
two drafts. On balance, probably a win. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (20-40-5, -65) — Congratulations to Phil Kessel, who 
passed Doug Jarvis with his 965th consecutive game yesterday and sits 
behind only Keith Yandle on the all-time ironman streak list. Kessel was 
somewhat surprisingly not moved to a contender at the deadline, and 
there was some talk that his streak may have played a role in that. As 
tragic as it is that we won’t get to see Phil chase the chance to be robbed 
of another Conn Smythe, if it ultimately leads to the league’s most 
notorious hot dog eater being recognized as the all-time ironman then it’s 
a sacrifice I’m willing to make. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — You’ll often hear about teams “doing 
nothing” at deadline time, but it’s almost never actually true. Lots of 
teams have passed on making significant trades, but almost everyone 
does something, even if it’s just some minor-league shuffling. You’ve got 
to at least look busy, you know? 

But not Lou Lamoriello. This year, he literally did nothing — not a single 
trade of any size around the deadline. Other than sending the rights to 
Johnny Boychuk to the Sabres back in November for future 
considerations, he hasn’t made a trade all season. Which is weird 
because, as you may have heard, the Islanders’ season isn’t going well. 

This would typically be the time of year when you’d expect a bad team to 
be selling, salvaging a write-off season by at least recouping some 
assets for the future. The Islanders didn’t have any obvious targets, but 
you might think they’d find a way to do something to supplement a 
lackluster pipeline, especially after having to deal away several high 
picks to dump the Andrew Ladd contract last summer. Instead, all 
Lamoriello did at the deadline was re-sign Cal Clutterbuck and Zach 
Parise, as if to signal that all was well and he was keeping the band 
together. No Semyon Varlamov trade, even with so many teams rumored 
to be in the market for goalies. No rentals for Zdeno Chara or Andy 
Greene. No hockey trades. No getting creative. 

Of course, Lou is Lou, and he’s not going to make moves just to satisfy 
some critic on their couch. He’s earned some benefit of the doubt over 
the decades, and maybe the other deals just weren’t there. He basically 
said as much in explaining his deadline day no-show, and there’s 
something to be said for treating veterans like Chara and Greene as 
human beings and not just assets to be flipped. But at the very least, the 
Islanders have shifted the pressure to the offseason, where they’ll be 
expected to make some tough decisions about the future of this core. 
This season has been a disaster, especially given expectations, and 
while you don’t want to panic over one bad year, you also can’t just shrug 
it off in an NHL where windows can slam shut on older teams. 

This team is older than most, and right now they’re bad. The last few 
weeks were an opportunity to start changing one or both of those facts, 
and they passed. Now we wait through the last few weeks of a lost 
season before finding out what better options might be out there in the 
summer. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Capitals-Hurricanes another potential 
postseason preview 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

8-10 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

If the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs began with teams in their current 
positions in the standings, the Carolina Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals would not be matched up in the first round. But there are nearly 
five full weeks left in the season, so this marquee Monday matchup could 
be repeated in May. 

That particular scenario would perhaps be more welcomed by one team 
than the other; the Caps have won all three games against the Canes 
this season (4-2 on Nov. 28, 4-0 on March 3, and 4-3 in a shootout on 
March 18). Looking to the standings, the Hurricanes hold the lead for the 
Metropolitan Division crown, with 93 points. With 84 points, the Capitals 
are chasing down the Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers, who 
have 88 and 87 points, respectively. 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Tampa Bay Lightning vs. A3 Toronto Maple Leafs 
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M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 Pittsburgh Penguins vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Nashville Predators 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 St. Louis Blues 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available on ESPN+ 

Carolina Hurricanes at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Vancouver Canucks at St. Louis Blues, 7:30 p.m. 

Buffalo Sabres at Chicago Blackhawks, 8:30 p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes at Edmonton Oilers, 9:30 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 4, New York Islanders 1 

New York Rangers 5, Buffalo Sabres 4 (OT) 

Pittsburgh Penguins 11, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Nashville Predators 5, Philadelphia Flyers 4 

Minnesota Wild 3, Colorado Avalanche 2 (OT) 

Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Florida Panthers 2 

New Jersey Devils 3, Montreal Canadiens 2 (SO) 

Winnipeg Jets 2, Arizona Coyotes 1 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ CHI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ WSH (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. CAR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. VAN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 76% 

Tragic number: 35 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ BUF (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 28 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. BUF (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ EDM (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 87% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 73% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 47% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 15 

Next game: @ STL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 19% 

Tragic number: 27 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 24 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 19 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 46 

Regulation wins: 17 

3. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

8. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 
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Sportsnet.ca / McLeod stands out as Oilers quickly put Meltdown in 
Cowtown behind them 
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Mark Spector March 29, 2022, 1:36 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — Newsflash: With their 6-1 loss at Edmonton Monday, 
the Arizona Coyotes are officially eliminated from the National Hockey 
League playoffs.  

Hey, don’t say you never learn anything from this space.  

What else did we learn from a night where the 32nd place team in the 
NHL was on the second game of a back-to-back with travel? A scheduled 
loss for a free space on the bingo card?  

Well, we learned that the Edmonton Oilers' psyche was not irreparably 
damaged by that 9-5 loss in Calgary on Saturday. We also learned that, 
despite the opponent or lack thereof, Edmonton can buckle down 
defensively and play a game where their goalie — on this night Mikko 
Koskinen — can pick up the ‘W’ without having to play like his hair is on 
fire.  

“It was really important that we learned a lesson from our last game,” 
said Koskinen. “It was an embarrassing game on Saturday and I think we 
got exactly the result that we needed (against Arizona). Not just the 
result, but the way that we played. We didn't give any odd-man rushes. 
We played well. That was the most important thing, with the two points.” 

Nobody was hiding the fact that the Meltdown in Cowtown had left a 
mark. But it appears to have been only a bruise, not a brand.  

“It was the obvious reaction,” admitted Koskinen. “When you give up nine 
goals, you need to tighten up a little bit. We reacted really well and 
played a tight game. They only had a couple of good chances in the 
game.”  

Koskinen made one five-bell save on a Clayton Keller one-timer, faced 
31 other ‘Yotes shots, and watched as Zach Hyman deflected the only 
puck of the night that eluded him. For a guy who got the hook after 
allowing five goals on 12 shots two nights before, this was exactly what 
the doctor ordered — an Arizona team that had played in Winnipeg the 
night before.   

“Every time you face something like that (Flames game), you want to go 
back as soon as possible and kind of wash your face after that kind of 
loss. It was a good bounce back for the whole team, not just for me,” he 
said.  

Other than Evander Kane taking four minor penalties in a span of 7:41, 
nothing happened here that was not entirely expected.  

Connor McDavid scored first just 4:05 into the proceedings, running his 
league-leading points total to 98 points. Leon Draisaitl scored once, 
pulling into a tie with Auston Matthews at 48 goals, though Draisaitl has 
13 more points than the Leafs shooter.  

We take that back — there was one thing we haven’t seen before:  

Ryan McLeod led the Oilers with three points, scoring twice and adding 
an assist. As the fourth-line centre behind McDavid, Draisaitl and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, there often isn’t a lot of opportunity left when it’s 
McLeod’s turn over the boards.  

But he has ignited a second powerplay unit of late, and on Monday his 
speed was too much for Arizona. He was, alas, the roadrunner to these 
Coyotes.  

“I’ve had a front-row seat to Ryan’s development over the last three and 
a half years,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who had the 22-year-old 
McLeod in Bakersfield before both were promoted. “I’ve seen him score 
lots of goals over that time. We charged him with driving his own line and 
he did a heck of a job. They gave us good minutes.”  

McLeod might just be that fourth-line centre on an entry-level deal that 
helps come playoff time. Or, he might also be too valuable for fourth-line 
minutes, pushing his way up the lineup as a left winger.  

“For a young player in his position in the league, he’s figuring out what 
his capabilities are and what he needs to work on,” Woodcroft said. “I 
think it’s a compliment when some of our best players want to play with 
him.”  

It was a good night all around for an Edmonton team that lost ground on 
the weekend. Both Vancouver and Los Angeles lost on Monday, and now 
Edmonton can pull into a tie with the Kings if they can beat L.A. at 
Rogers Place on Wednesday night.  

This one was a foregone conclusion before the puck was dropped.  

Wednesday’s tilt will be nothing of the sort. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks can't overcome flat start during latest loss to 
Blues 

 

Iain MacIntyre March 29, 2022, 12:51 AM 

 

Bruce Boudreau was worried about showing the St. Louis Blues the 
same goalie twice. The Vancouver Canucks coach should be worried 
about seeing the same St. Louis netminder three times. 

Ville Husso stopped 35 of 36 shots Monday as the Blues soured what 
had been a terrific Canucks road trip with a 4-1 win in St. Louis. The 27-
year-old Finn, who has pushed Jordan Binnington out of the crease as 
the Blues’ starter, stopped 38 of 39 shots against the Canucks during a 
3-1 win in Vancouver on Jan. 23. 

The Blues can make it a season sweep against the Canucks when the 
teams play Wednesday at Rogers Arena. 

After starting twice in six weeks, Jaroslav Halak started for the second 
time in six days and surrendered two goals on the first eight shots he 
faced as Vancouver, desperately trying to stay in the playoff race, failed 
to maintain the engaged and resilient form that allowed them to take a 
surprising five out of six points in road games last week against the 
Colorado Avalanche, Minnesota Wild and Dallas Stars. 

In explaining his goaltending choice, Boudreau said he didn’t want to play 
the same goalie in consecutive games against the Blues, which means 
top Canuck Thatcher Demko will be back in net on Wednesday. Monday 
wasn’t Halak’s fault. 

“I didn't think we were very good tonight,” Boudreau told reporters. “We 
came out flat in the first period, got behind two, which gave them a little 
life. I thought our second period was better, but we didn't get rewarded 
for it. And then they score in the first shift in the third period. 

“I just didn't think we had enough guys playing with the sense of urgency 
that is needed at this stage of the season.” 

ANOTHER FALSE START 

The Canucks have won a lot more than they’ve lost under Boudreau. But 
their path to defeat has become frustratingly predictable: they’re not 
sharp at the start, mentally or physically, and by the time they clean up 
their mistakes, the game is sometimes unsalvageable. 

Sure, they outshot the Blues 12-0 to start the second period. But they 
were down 2-0 at that point against a St. Louis team that was playing 
conservatively and, generally, knows how to defend a lead. 
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The first goal, 6:37 after the opening faceoff, was mostly bad luck. 
Vladimir Tarasenko’s centering pass ramped up off the stick of Canuck 
callup Will Lockwood, rolled off the back of Halak, then the crossbar 
before bouncing in off Blues defenceman Marco Scandella. But it also 
came at the end of sustained pressure when the Canucks couldn’t win a 
puck battle or make a play to clear their zone. 

On the second goal, at 14:02, Conor Garland skated the puck into a 
turnover, causing a two-on-one in which Canucks defenceman Brad Hunt 
allowed Ivan Barbashev to pass across to David Perron, who roofed a 
shot over Halak. 

“We knew it was an important game for us and I thought we came out a 
little bit slow and turned a little bit too many pucks over at their blue line,” 
Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “And it kind of cost us 
in the first. 

“I thought that they played the way we were supposed to play a little bit 
tonight: they were kind of sitting back a little bit and waiting for us to turn 
the puck over. Credit to them. They played smart and we didn't.” 

“That's the whole thing — being mentally tough,” winger J.T. Miller said. 
“There's no easy games; everybody's fighting for something right now. 
Physically, guys around the league are going through a lot of the same 
stuff, so you've got to be mentally tough and whoever wants it more 
typically wins the game. They had a better start than we did.” 

BOUDREAU BLASTS GARLAND 

Known for his plain-spoken honesty when talking about his team, 
Boudreau said this when asked about Garland, who has no goals and 
five assists in the last 15 games: “He didn't play very well, and we need 
more out of him. I think he's pressing really hard to score because he 
hasn't scored in a while. 

"But the idea is you can't do it all by yourself when you're pressing. 
You've got to use your teammates. I think he could have passed the 
puck; He carried it a little too much. He was one of the forwards I didn't 
think had a very good game.” 

A darling of analytics, Garland still co-led the Canucks with five shots on 
target in his 14:42 of ice time, and had a five-on-five expected-goals-for 
percentage of 74.1 to go with his 65.2 per cent shot share (15-8). 

But the dynamo does overhandle the puck at times, which can make it 
difficult on linemates. And his linemates are Miller, the Canucks’ leading 
scorer, and dependable winger Tanner Pearson. 

Still, Garland hardly stood out negatively on Monday, and Boudreau later 
tried to soften his criticism by saying: “We weren't very good as a team. 
There wasn't a lot of forwards that played the way that they're capable of 
playing. I'm not going to dissect everybody's play. But we can all be 
better; that's what I'll say.” 

An indictment of the top Canucks is that Vancouver’s only goal was by 
Hunt, the sixth defenceman, assisted by depth forwards Juho Lammikko 
and Vasily Podkolzin. 

STANDINGS STANDSTILL 

Even with their 2-1-1 trip, the Canucks still trail the final wild-card playoff 
spot in the Western Conference by three points. In St. Louis, they 
squandered their game in-hand on the Vegas Golden Knights. But the 
Winnipeg Jets are a point ahead of the Canucks and have played one 
fewer game, while the team right behind Vegas, Dallas, has four games 
in-hand. 

With 14 games to go, the Canucks probably need the equivalent of 11 
wins to have a chance at making the playoffs. 

“We need to win games right now," Miller said. “Every game we lose, it 
just gets harder and harder. It's disappointing. I definitely look in a mirror 
for myself. I don't think I brought it today; I wasn't as engaged as I 
needed to be for some reason. I'm a little tired, but I definitely take some 
of the onus on myself.” 

THEY’RE NO. 31! 

Having trailed the penalty-kill rankings almost from the start of the 
season, the Canucks finally made it out of last place by killing all three St. 
Louis power plays on Monday. 

The Canucks PK, which stood at an historically inept 60.3 per cent on 
Nov. 17, inched up to 72.8 per cent on Monday and past the Detroit Red 
Wings (72.4 per cent). Vancouver has killed 21 of its last 23 
disadvantages, and is a mid-range 78.9 per cent since Boudreau became 
coach on Dec. 5. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks can't overcome flat start during latest loss to 
Blues 

 

Iain MacIntyre March 29, 2022, 12:51 AM 

 

Bruce Boudreau was worried about showing the St. Louis Blues the 
same goalie twice. The Vancouver Canucks coach should be worried 
about seeing the same St. Louis netminder three times. 

Ville Husso stopped 35 of 36 shots Monday as the Blues soured what 
had been a terrific Canucks road trip with a 4-1 win in St. Louis. The 27-
year-old Finn, who has pushed Jordan Binnington out of the crease as 
the Blues’ starter, stopped 38 of 39 shots against the Canucks during a 
3-1 win in Vancouver on Jan. 23. 

The Blues can make it a season sweep against the Canucks when the 
teams play Wednesday at Rogers Arena. 

After starting twice in six weeks, Jaroslav Halak started for the second 
time in six days and surrendered two goals on the first eight shots he 
faced as Vancouver, desperately trying to stay in the playoff race, failed 
to maintain the engaged and resilient form that allowed them to take a 
surprising five out of six points in road games last week against the 
Colorado Avalanche, Minnesota Wild and Dallas Stars. 

In explaining his goaltending choice, Boudreau said he didn’t want to play 
the same goalie in consecutive games against the Blues, which means 
top Canuck Thatcher Demko will be back in net on Wednesday. Monday 
wasn’t Halak’s fault. 

“I didn't think we were very good tonight,” Boudreau told reporters. “We 
came out flat in the first period, got behind two, which gave them a little 
life. I thought our second period was better, but we didn't get rewarded 
for it. And then they score in the first shift in the third period. 

“I just didn't think we had enough guys playing with the sense of urgency 
that is needed at this stage of the season.” 

ANOTHER FALSE START 

The Canucks have won a lot more than they’ve lost under Boudreau. But 
their path to defeat has become frustratingly predictable: they’re not 
sharp at the start, mentally or physically, and by the time they clean up 
their mistakes, the game is sometimes unsalvageable. 

Sure, they outshot the Blues 12-0 to start the second period. But they 
were down 2-0 at that point against a St. Louis team that was playing 
conservatively and, generally, knows how to defend a lead. 

The first goal, 6:37 after the opening faceoff, was mostly bad luck. 
Vladimir Tarasenko’s centering pass ramped up off the stick of Canuck 
callup Will Lockwood, rolled off the back of Halak, then the crossbar 
before bouncing in off Blues defenceman Marco Scandella. But it also 
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came at the end of sustained pressure when the Canucks couldn’t win a 
puck battle or make a play to clear their zone. 

On the second goal, at 14:02, Conor Garland skated the puck into a 
turnover, causing a two-on-one in which Canucks defenceman Brad Hunt 
allowed Ivan Barbashev to pass across to David Perron, who roofed a 
shot over Halak. 

“We knew it was an important game for us and I thought we came out a 
little bit slow and turned a little bit too many pucks over at their blue line,” 
Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “And it kind of cost us 
in the first. 

“I thought that they played the way we were supposed to play a little bit 
tonight: they were kind of sitting back a little bit and waiting for us to turn 
the puck over. Credit to them. They played smart and we didn't.” 

“That's the whole thing — being mentally tough,” winger J.T. Miller said. 
“There's no easy games; everybody's fighting for something right now. 
Physically, guys around the league are going through a lot of the same 
stuff, so you've got to be mentally tough and whoever wants it more 
typically wins the game. They had a better start than we did.” 

BOUDREAU BLASTS GARLAND 

Known for his plain-spoken honesty when talking about his team, 
Boudreau said this when asked about Garland, who has no goals and 
five assists in the last 15 games: “He didn't play very well, and we need 
more out of him. I think he's pressing really hard to score because he 
hasn't scored in a while. 

"But the idea is you can't do it all by yourself when you're pressing. 
You've got to use your teammates. I think he could have passed the 
puck; He carried it a little too much. He was one of the forwards I didn't 
think had a very good game.” 

A darling of analytics, Garland still co-led the Canucks with five shots on 
target in his 14:42 of ice time, and had a five-on-five expected-goals-for 
percentage of 74.1 to go with his 65.2 per cent shot share (15-8). 

But the dynamo does overhandle the puck at times, which can make it 
difficult on linemates. And his linemates are Miller, the Canucks’ leading 
scorer, and dependable winger Tanner Pearson. 

Still, Garland hardly stood out negatively on Monday, and Boudreau later 
tried to soften his criticism by saying: “We weren't very good as a team. 
There wasn't a lot of forwards that played the way that they're capable of 
playing. I'm not going to dissect everybody's play. But we can all be 
better; that's what I'll say.” 

An indictment of the top Canucks is that Vancouver’s only goal was by 
Hunt, the sixth defenceman, assisted by depth forwards Juho Lammikko 
and Vasily Podkolzin. 

STANDINGS STANDSTILL 

Even with their 2-1-1 trip, the Canucks still trail the final wild-card playoff 
spot in the Western Conference by three points. In St. Louis, they 
squandered their game in-hand on the Vegas Golden Knights. But the 
Winnipeg Jets are a point ahead of the Canucks and have played one 
fewer game, while the team right behind Vegas, Dallas, has four games 
in-hand. 

With 14 games to go, the Canucks probably need the equivalent of 11 
wins to have a chance at making the playoffs. 

“We need to win games right now," Miller said. “Every game we lose, it 
just gets harder and harder. It's disappointing. I definitely look in a mirror 
for myself. I don't think I brought it today; I wasn't as engaged as I 
needed to be for some reason. I'm a little tired, but I definitely take some 
of the onus on myself.” 

THEY’RE NO. 31! 

Having trailed the penalty-kill rankings almost from the start of the 
season, the Canucks finally made it out of last place by killing all three St. 
Louis power plays on Monday. 

The Canucks PK, which stood at an historically inept 60.3 per cent on 
Nov. 17, inched up to 72.8 per cent on Monday and past the Detroit Red 
Wings (72.4 per cent). Vancouver has killed 21 of its last 23 
disadvantages, and is a mid-range 78.9 per cent since Boudreau became 
coach on Dec. 5. 
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TSN.CA / Is Keefe’s criticism of Nylander warranted? 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

Perhaps William Nylander would have momentarily escaped his coach’s 
ire if the Toronto Maple Leafs were able to take care of business against 
the bottom-feeding Montreal Canadiens on Saturday night. 

But they did not. And a clearly frustrated Sheldon Keefe was blunt in his 
post-game assessment of William Nylander’s game of-late. His brief 
assessment: not good enough. 

Toronto has found itself in a precarious position of late – the team is still 
playing well and a playoff berth is all guaranteed, but cracks are starting 
to form. As other Eastern Conference contenders start to elevate their 
play, Toronto’s headed in the opposite direction, and much of it has to do 
with ugly goaltending from the likes of Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek. 
(Erik Kallgren, to his credit, has been solid in spot duty.) 

Nylander being the player to draw criticism here is interesting. Forwards 
can go through myriad slumps over the course of the season, but some 
of those slumps are more concerning than others. A player whose 
scoring production has dipped in parallel with less offensive volume is of 
concern; a player who has seen scoring drop despite generating heaps 
of scoring chances tend to be guys dealing with a rash of bad luck. 
These are also the types of players who tend to rebound over time. 

Nylander won’t be mistaken for a top-tier scorer, but rather an effective 
two-way player who can control games at both ends of the ice. This 
season, Nylander has amassed 59 points (24 goals and 35 assists) in 64 
games. Assuming this pace holds, Nylander will break his single-season 
scoring record (61 points), and he has an outside chance at catching his 
single-season goal scoring record (31 goals). The offence has been 
there. 

Trended over the course of his career, it’s hard to see where Toronto 
would be concerned with offensive production. Both even-strength and all 
situations rate-scoring are in a multi-year uptrend, shots follow a similar 
pattern, and this season, he’s around 82nd percentile for qualified 
forwards:  

Individual offensive production is just one component to measure, 
though. Let’s set aside Nylander’s scoring for a moment and look at on-
ice results, or how Toronto’s five-man units are performing when 
Nylander is deployed. When Nylander’s been cooking, you see gains in 
both areas of the ice: his playmaking benefits linemates in the offensive 
zone, and his positioning and awareness curtail pressure in the defensive 
zone. This year, his common linemates have been John Tavares, Alex 
Kerfoot, Morgan Rielly, and T.J. Brodie. 

What are we seeing from Nylander and company lately? Let’s isolate to 
the last three seasons here and see if we can find anything breaking 
down: 
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Now we're getting somewhere. Nylander’s normal dominance on-ice has 
completely deteriorated since December in a way we haven’t seen in his 
career. Expected goals are heading in the same direction, but the move 
has been far more muted. Key takeaway: Toronto’s normal on-ice 
dominance has moved closer to break-even with Nylander on the ice, but 
the effects of that move have been exacerbated by something else. 

So, why has it been a bloodbath for Toronto (-11 goals) since the start of 
the calendar year for Nylander? Let’s focus this time on the percentages. 
Below, the same 3-year plot, but only focusing on on-ice shooting 
percentages and save percentages: 

Toronto’s offensive output has not changed in any meaningful way during 
this slump. In fact, Toronto’s seen a very predictable 9.5 shooting 
percentage with Nylander on the ice these last few years, with very little 
intra-season volatility. The goaltending? A complete and utter collapse, 
one that started – you guessed it! – around the end of December. This 
despite no change in expected goal rates faced by Toronto goaltenders 
with Nylander on the ice. 

Lastly, let’s isolate on goaltending performance across a few different 
lineup iterations. We will focus on Nylander and Tavares, who have 
played a healthy amount of minutes both together and apart. Pay careful 
attention to how the save percentages change: 

You can only reasonably conclude three things here. Either Nylander and 
Tavares combine to create some defensive disaster for Toronto 
goaltenders whenever they are on the ice, or Toronto goaltenders have 
just been miserable at stopping shots with the second-line deployed. 
There’s credible evidence the latter is the case: whenever Nylander and 
Tavares have been split on different lines, save percentages have been 
robust. And last season? This same Nylander/Tavares combination saw 
92.9 per cent stop-rates, well higher than the league average. 

No one knows his lineup better than Sheldon Keefe. And certainly 
watching Maple Leafs games of late, Nylander hasn’t been as electric as 
he can be. But it’s hard not to look at the data and think Toronto’s porous 
goaltending has muddied the water, so much so that criticism of the rest 
of the lineup seems misplaced. 

Toronto needs a goaltending solution right now. The rest will solve itself. 
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Ottawa Senators owner Eugene Melnyk, 62, dies after fight with 
unspecified illness 

 

Tom Schad2-3 minutes 29/03/2022 

 

Longtime Ottawa Senators owner Eugene Melnyk died after a bout with 
an unspecified illness Monday, his family and the team announced in a 
joint statement. He was 62. 

Melnyk died peacefully and surrounded by his family, according to the 
statement from the Senators and his family, after fighting "an illness he 
faced with determination and courage." The joint statement did not 
provide additional details on the nature or duration of the illness. Melnyk 
received a liver transplant in 2015 that he had termed life-saving. 

Described by the Senators and his family as "a proud Canadian" and "a 
passionate hockey fan," Melnyk had owned the Senators for nearly two 
decades. A Canadian businessman and horse racing breeder, he 
purchased the team out of bankruptcy in 2003 for $92 million. 

"While successful in business, it was our game and his Senators that he 
was most passionate about," NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a 
statement. "Eugene was often outspoken but he maintained an 

unwavering commitment to the game and his roots and he loved nothing 
more than donning a Senators sweater and cheering on his beloved 
team." 

The Senators made nine playoff appearances during his tenure as 
owner, including a trip to the Stanley Cup Final in 2007 and the 
conference finals in 2017. 

"Mr. Melnyk provided me, my teammates, and many Sens players who 
came before us with an opportunity to live out our dream," Senators team 
captain Brady Tkachuk wrote on Twitter on Monday night. "The Ottawa 
community will miss you greatly. Condolences to your family." 

Melnyk is survived by his mother, Vera; sister, Lydia; partner, Sharilyne; 
and two children, Anna and Olivia. 

The Ottawa Sun reported Monday that the team is expected to remain 
under family control. "I’ve set this up so it’s in my family for generations," 
Melnyk previously told the newspaper. 
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