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Hurricanes fall to Lightning in overtime on a power-play goal by Steven Stamkos 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes did not have another scoring 
barrage Tuesday. Shots were harder to come by against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, never mind goals. So was open ice. 

The Lightning pulled out a 4-3 overtime victory, winning on a 
power-play goal by Steven Stamkos at 52 seconds of the 
extra period at Amalie Arena. 

The Stamkos winner, his 30th goal of the season, came after 
Canes captain Jordan Staal was whistled for a holding 
penalty 26 seconds into the overtime period -- a tough call 
the Canes protested. That set up Tampa Bay with a 4-on-3 
power play and Stamkos took a pass in the slot and beat 
goalie Antti Raanta, who had played well much of the night 
and had some high-quality stops in his 28 saves. 

Seth Jarvis had a goal and assist, Sebastian Aho scored his 
30th goal of the season and Nino Niederreiter his 21st for the 
Canes (44-15-8), the Metro Division leaders. Carolina, 
playing its third road game in four days, came away with five 
of six possible points but had to gut it out Tuesday. 

“I could tell from the first shift we were gassed,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Guys tried their hardest but we were 
so slow on everything. You could clearly see it. 

“To have a chance to win the game, give credit to (Raanta), 
who kind of held us in there. ... We still got a point out of it 
and we had a chance and somehow we were still hanging 
around.” 

The Lightning (42-18-6) also scored two power-play goals in 
regulation against the best penalty-killing team in the league 
as Alex Killorn and Brayden Point picked up goals. 
Defenseman Victor Hedman had a four-on-four score in the 
second period. 

Brind’Amour believed the toll of the trip and fatigue affected 
the Canes’ special teams -- Carolina was 0-2 on the power 
play with two shots in addition to its penalty-killing problems. 

“We were a step slow on everything, not only physically but 
mentally,” Brind’Amour said. “The power play was atrocious. 
They were on us tonight, so give them credit. We were losing 
all the puck battles. More mental than anything.” 

The Lightning, like the Canes, were playing their third game 
in four days and looking to beat Carolina for the first time this 
season after two losses. Their recent four-game road trip 
began with a 3-2 loss at PNC Arena and they had dropped 
an overtime game to the Canes early in the season. 

The Canes were still coming to grips with how center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi was lost to a senseless injury late in Monday’s 6-
1 win at Washington. Kotkaniemi, hurt by a hit from the Caps’ 
Lars Eller in the final seconds, is expected to miss a few 
games. 

It was a punch/counterpunch kind of game Tuesday, with the 
Canes taking the lead three times and the Lightning tying it. 

There was plenty of physicality, hard checks and some 
pushes and shoves but no cheap shots. The Canes had 
gone three consecutive games with fighting majors — from 
Brett Pesce, Kotkaniemi and Brendan Smith — but that 
ended Tuesday. 

The Canes, who blasted St. Louis 7-2 on Saturday, scored 
on their first shot Tuesday. The kicker: Niederreiter’s goal 
came on almost eight minutes into the first period, as 
Carolina had four shots in the period. 

Brind’Amour noted the Canes have had first periods where 
they had an abundance of shots but no goals. 

“We’ve had some great starts with nothing to show for it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s happened so much this year and 
that was the reversal.” 

Jarvis gave the Canes a 2-1 lead with a tip on a Teuvo 
Teravainen pass in transition, and Aho made it 3-2 when 
Tony DeAngelo’s backhand shot from the left circle glanced 
off Aho’s stick in front. 

Aho’s goal was a milestone of sorts -- he passed 
Brind’Amour with 175 career goals with Carolina, moving into 
fourth place in Canes franchise history since the 1997 
relocation. 

“He’s certainly grown as a player ... and he’s trying to push 
us to be the best team in the world,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
has that in mind and that’s what he’s all about.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 30, 2022 

 

Hurricanes’ Brind’Amour ‘hopeful’ Kotkaniemi can return soon from injury against Caps 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had no update 
Tuesday on the injury that forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
sustained Monday in the 6-1 victory against Washington. 

Kotkaniemi was injured in the final moments of the third 
period. Caps forward Lars Eller put a shoulder-to-shoulder hit 
on Kotkaniemi with about five seconds left in regulation that 
knocked Kotkaniemi to the ice near the boards in an awkward 
fall. 

Asked about Kotkaniemi’s injury status, Brind’Amour said: “I 
can’t give you anything. He’s getting checked out tomorrow. 
So no idea. I’m hopeful it’s not going to be too long but we’ll 
know after tomorrow.” 

The Canes ended a three-game road trip Tuesday at Tampa 
Bay. The team will return to Raleigh after the game and is not 
scheduled to have a practice Wednesday. 

The Kotkaniemi injury marred the Canes’ Metro Division 
victory over the Caps. Play was stopped with 1.8 seconds 
remaining and Kotkaniemi was helped off the ice, putting little 
weight on his left leg. Eller was given a minor penalty for 
charging. 

After the game, Brind’Amour said, “The game’s over. I don’t 
like it. I don’t know the extent but it’s not good.” 

Canes winger Martin Necas, who had two goals and an assist 
in the win, was more blunt, calling Eller’s hit “so stupid” and 
“ridiculous.” 

Kotkaniemi, who recently signed an eight-year contract 
extension with the Hurricanes, assisted on the game’s first 
goal by Derek Stepan on Monday and has assists in each of 
the past three games. 

With Kotkaniemi sidelined, the Canes likely will move Stepan 
back to center and have Steven Lorentz draw back into the 
lineup for the Tampa Bay game. 
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Lightning’s power play strikes thrice in Hurricanes’ 4-3 OT loss 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Tampa Bay Lightning couldn’t figure out how to score on 
Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta at 5-on-5. They found other 
ways to do it. 

Steven Stamkos scored the Lightning’s third power play goal 
of the night, getting alone in the slot and firing a shot past 
Raanta 52 seconds into overtime to give Tampa Bay a 4-3 
win in the final meeting between the two teams in the regular 
season. 

“I think overall, the whole game we probably didn’t have our 
best but still managed to get to the overtime,” Raanta said. 
“And they got a (power play) and … that’s the game there 
and they score.” 

The Lightning got four power play opportunities to Carolina’s 
two — and they made the most of them. 

Tampa Bay center Brayden Point scored 6:02 into the third 
period to tie the game with Brett Pesce in the penalty box for 
tripping, and the Lightning’s other two goals — a first period 
power play goal by Alex Killorn and a 4-on-4 goal by Victor 
Hedman — were enough to give the home team two points. 

No penalty stung more than the one in overtime when Jordan 
Staal was called for holding after the officials had allowed the 
teams to play at even strength for the last 14 minutes of 
regulation. 

“Yeah, that sucks,” rookie Seth Jarvis said following the loss. 
“I think, obviously, you don’t want to take penalties, but 
especially at a time like that. You don’t like that that’s the 
way to decide the game, and it leaves kind of a bad taste in 
your mouth.” 

Brind’Amour didn’t have much to say about the Staal penalty 
being called after much of the third period the officials let the 
team play through some clutching and grabbing. 

“Agreed. Good observation,” he said. “Tough.” 

The Hurricanes were outshot 32-19, but for the third straight 
game they found a way to make the most of their chances. 

Jarvis continued his hot play, scoring at 8:41 of the second 
period by redirecting a Teuvo Teravainen saucer pass past 
Andrei Vasilevskiy (16 saves) to reestablish Carolina’s one-
goal lead at 2-1. 

“It feels a lot better when you win,” said Jarvis, who also 
assisted on a goal and now has four multipoint games in his 
last seven. “So right now, we’re just kind of focusing on the 
outcome. But yeah, my conference — it’s good.” 

The Hurricanes, however, very much looked like a team that 
was playing for the third time in four nights on a road trip that 
trekked through the Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and the Florida 
peninsula. 

“Not only physically but mentally, we were just a step slow,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You can just see it. … The schedule 
caught up to us a little bit. Every team has it at this stage, 
and you could see it tonight.” 

One player who looked sharp was Raanta (28 saves), who 
was a hard-luck loser on a night in which he kept Carolina in 
the game with several spectacular stops, perhaps none 
better than his glove save on Point with 13:30 left in 
regulation and the game tied 3-3. 

“Give credit to Rants,” Brind’Amour said. “He kind of held us 
in there.” 

Despite being outshot 10-4 in the opening 20 minutes, 
Carolina headed to the first intermission up 1-0. 

The lone goal of the period came courtesy of the Hurricanes’ 
suffocating forecheck. Staal first pressured Tampa Bay 
defenseman Cal Foote behind the Lightning net. The 
Lightning couldn’t control Foote’s pass up the sideboards 
and Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole worked the puck back 
up the boards to Nino Niederreiter. 

Niederreiter got the puck back to Staal below the goal line 
and crashed toward the net, and Staal looked off a defender 
and set up Niederreiter for his 21st goal of the year at 7:59 of 
the first period. 

Tampa Bay did manage to parlay its strong opening period 
into a goal. 

Cole was called for hooking at the end of the first period, 
giving the Lightning a power play to start the second that 
they converted. Killorn was given space to Raanta’s left and 
closed in and shot under the Carolina goalie’s blocker to tie 
the game. 

The Hurricanes and Lightning exchanged goals again later in 
the period, and Jarvis’ go-ahead goal only provided a short-
lived lead. 

With play at 4-on-4, Hedman got free in the middle of the ice 
and snapped a shot past Raanta just 62 seconds after the 
Hurricanes had gone ahead to knot the game at 2-2. 

Sebastian Aho then got his 30th goal of the season by 
outbattling Tampa Bay defenseman Erik Cernak — weighing 
in at about 60 pounds heavier than the Carolina center — in 
front of Vasilevskiy and redirecting a Tony DeAngelo 
backhand into the net at 16:47 of the second. 
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“All smart hockey players know to score goals, that’s where 
you have to get to,” Brind’Amour said. “The other night he 
got a very skilled goal. He has that ability and the talent. To 
score goals, more than a couple, you have to get to the net. 
… You’ve got to get to the dirty areas.” 

The goal was the 175th of his career, all with the Hurricanes, 
and moved Aho past his coach into 10th place on the 
franchise’s goal-scoring list. 

The third period and overtime belonged to the Lightning 
power play, and the Hurricanes had to take solace in 
heading back to Raleigh with five out of a possible six points 
against three playoff-bound teams. 

“If you look at it as a whole road trip, you say that’s a great 
road trip,” Brind’Amour said. “We don’t look at it that way. 
Tonight wasn’t a great game.” 

Notes: Steven Lorentz got back into the lineup with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi not playing after being injured Monday in 
Washington. Lorentz finished with 7:39 of ice time. … 
Teravainen extended his assist streak to five straight games 
and has seven assists during that stretch. … After playing 
nine straight games against teams currently in a playoff spot, 
Carolina will face only four such teams in the last 15 games 
of the regular season. 
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Recap: Canes Wrap Up Road Trip With Point In Tampa 

By Walt Ruff  

TAMPA, FL. - The Carolina Hurricanes closed out a three-
game road trip with five out of six possible points, losing out 
on just one as the Tampa Bay Lightning earned a 4-3 
overtime victory Tuesday.  

The Rundown: 

Fewer than 24 hours after the final horn sounded to conclude 
their 6-1 victory over the Washington Capitals on Monday, 
the Canes were right back at it for their third game in four 
days. 

A key component to the team's first two victories on the trip 
in St. Louis and D.C. was an early goal and while Tuesday's 
didn't come within the first three minutes like the first pair, 
they got the game-opening tally for a third consecutive 
outing. After Tampa had come out of the gate hot, forcing 
Antti Raanta to make several crucial stops, a hard-working 
shift from Jordan Staal's line put the puck in the back of the 
net courtesy of Nino Niederreiter. 

Coming out of the first media timeout, the Lightning failed to 
handle the puck pressure by Carolina's third line, turning the 
puck over and allowing the Captain to hit a streaking 
Niederreiter in front for his 21st of the season. 

The marker was the only one of the first, but the scoring 
swung for a big uptick in the second, with Tampa responding 
for their first in the seesaw trend. 

After Ian Cole was called for a penalty at the 20:00 mark of 
the opening frame, Alex Killorn struck for the first of three 
Lightning power play goals on the night. 

The 1-1 score lasted for a sleepy section of eight minutes but 
then Seth Jarvis put his team back in front with a redirection 
on the rush. A saucer pass from Teuvo Teravainen was 
clipped by the rookie, beating Andrei Vasilevskiy to make it 
2-1. 

That score would last for all of just 62 seconds though as the 
home squad had a near-immediate answer, this time via 
Victor Hedman during four-on-four play. In between the two 
goals a scrum after a whistle resulted in Niederreiter and 
Zach Bogosian heading to the box for their respective sides, 
leaving some open ice for the 2018 Norris Trophy winner to 
step into the slot. 

Before the game could move into the third tied though, 
Sebastian Aho was able to push his team back into the 
driver's seat. The 30th of the season for the Canes leading 
scorer came by way of tipping a Tony DeAngelo shot behind 
Vasilevskiy, turning momentum back towards Carolina's side 
once again. 

In the third the Lightning's second man advantage tally of the 
evening came after Brett Pesce unintentionally tripped up 

Nikita Kucherov, sending Tampa to the power play. Less 
than a minute into their chance, Brayden Point made it 3-3. 

That would be the only goal of the final 20 minutes of 
regulation, giving both sides a point and sending Carolina to 
overtime for the 14th time this year. 

Three-on-three play would last just 26 seconds before Staal, 
chasing down Steven Stamkos for a loose puck, was called 
for holding. This sent the defending Stanley Cup Champions 
to a four-on-three, where Stamkos would end the night, 
giving his club the 4-3 result. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening response, post-game: 

"I could tell from the first shift that we were gassed. I was like 
'oh, we're in for one tonight'. The guys tried their hardest but 
we were so slow on everything. It was clear to see. To have 
a chance to win the game, you have to give credit to Rants. 
He held us in there. If you look at it as a whole, that's a great 
road trip. But we don't look at it that way - tonight wasn't a 
great game." 

Brind'Amour continuing on the importance of Niederreiter 
scoring on the team's first shot of the night, despite the slow 
start: 

"That's honestly how it feels sometimes with us. We have 
some great starts and we have nothing to show for it or we 
go down a goal. It's happened to us so many times this year. 
Tonight was the reversal, we had no business being up in 
the game." 

Antti Raanta following his 28-save performance: 

"I could have been a little better here and there. Obviously 
the first goal was kind of tough to give up. When you play 
these types of games you can't give up those soft goals. 
That kind of bugged me. In the third period they got a couple 
chances and I was able to make those saves, so at least I 
got something there. Overall I could have been a little better. 
Small details. I need to be a little sharper against that type of 
team. I'll keep working." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes return to Raleigh post-game and are scheduled 
to be off on Wednesday. They'll resume activities with 
morning skate on Thursday before taking on the Montreal 
Canadiens at 7 p.m. 

Bonus Notes: 

 With a goal and an assist tonight, this evening was 
the fourth time in the last seven games that Jarvis 
has recorded multiple points. 
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 Providing a secondary helper on the game's first 
goal, Ian Cole now has a three-game point streak. 
The defender recorded four assists on the team's 
three-game road trip. 

 Aho and Teravainen both moved their point streaks 
to five games tonight. 

 Carolina's record now moves to 44-15-8.  

 
 

 

Stamkos, Lightning top Hurricanes in OT, keep pace in Atlantic 

By Corey Long  

TAMPA -- Steven Stamkos scored 52 seconds into overtime 
to give the Tampa Bay Lightning a 4-3 win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Amalie Arena on Tuesday. 

Stamkos scored with a wrist shot from the high slot off a 
pass from Nikita Kucherov for Tampa Bay's third power-play 
goal of the game in four opportunities. 

"I love when we score in overtime," Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. "That's the thunder, you can really feel it." 

Stamkos scored his 30th goal of the season and had two 
assists, Brayden Point had a goal and an assist, and 
Kucherov had three assists for the Lightning (42-18-6), who 
have won three straight. Andrei Vasilevskiy made 16 saves. 

The Lightning are in second place in the Atlantic Division. 
They remain one point ahead of the Toronto Maple Leafs for 
third and six points behind the Florida Panthers for first. 

"We want to be playing good down the stretch and into the 
playoffs," Stamkos said. "Panic has never set in with this 
group. We're just trying to figure things out. Sometimes it 
takes a while. We'd rather have some of those hiccups this 
time of year than a month from now." 

Nino Niederreiter, Seth Jarvis and Sebastian Aho scored for 
the Hurricanes (44-15-8), who went 2-0-1 on a three-game 
road trip. Antti Raanta made 28 saves. 

Carolina was coming off a 6-1 win at the Washington 
Capitals on Monday. The Hurricanes remain in first place in 
the Metropolitan Division, five points ahead of the New York 
Rangers.  

"At the end of the day I could tell, the first shift we were 
gassed," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Guys tried 
their hardest, but we were so slow to everything. We had a 
chance to win the game. Give credit to 'Raants.' He kind of 
held us in there." 

Niederreiter put the Hurricanes up 1-0 at 7:59 of the first 
period with a chip in front of the net off a pass from Jordan 
Staal. 

"I think in the first period we were doing a good job at getting 
pucks deep," Raanta said. "And whenever we did that we 
pretty much scored. Obviously they scored three power-play 
goals today, so I can be much better in there. Five points out 
of six (on the trip), we'll take that and get back home and get 
ready for Thursday." 

Alex Killorn tied it 1-1 at 52 seconds of the second period 
with a power-play goal. 

Jarvis put the Hurricanes ahead 2-1 at 8:41 when he 
redirected Teuvo Teravainen's pass out of the air. 

Victor Hedman tied it 2-2 at 9:43 from the slot, beating 
Raanta high on the glove side. 

"Guys are shooting," Point said. "We're just kind of ... not 
trying to take every opportunity and trying for the perfect 
play. We're getting pucks on net and converging." 

Aho gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 16:47 with a 
redirection of a Tony DeAngelo shot. 

Point tied it 3-3 at 6:02 of the third period with a power-play 
goal, scoring on the rebound of Stamkos' shot. 

"We responded well, we were down pretty much the whole 
game until the end," Cooper said. "Especially in the third 
period. We didn't give them anything in the third and the 
power play came up big." 

NOTES: Stamkos scored 30 goals for the seventh time in his 
14th NHL seasons, passing Martin St. Louis for the most 30-
goal seasons for the Lightning. He has scored seven points 
(three goals, four assists) during a four-game point streak. 
Stamkos scored the 11th overtime goal of his NHL career, 
passing St. Louis for the most in Tampa Bay history. … 
Hurricanes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi is out indefinitely 
after leaving the game Monday with an undisclosed injury 
following a check by Capitals forward Lars Eller. Brind'Amour 
said he'd know more about the extent of the injury 
Wednesday. ... Aho has scored five points (three goals, two 
assists) during a five-game point streak and reached the 30-
goal mark for the third time in his six NHL seasons. ... Jarvis 
has scored eight points (five goals, three assists) in the past 
seven games.
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Stamkos scores in OT, Lightning beat Hurricanes 4-3 

By Mark Didtler 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Steven Stamkos scored a power-play 
goal 52 seconds into overtime and had two regulation assists 
as the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-
3 on Tuesday night. 

Stamkos got the winner from the slot off Nikita Kucherov’s 
third assist of the game. The center reached 30 goals for the 
seventh time, breaking a tie with Martin St. Louis for most in 
franchise history. 

Alex Killorn, Victor Hedman and Brayden Point also scored, 
and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 16 saves for the Lightning. 

The Lightning covered three of four man-advantage chances. 
Carolina went 0 for 2 on the power play. 

“Obviously a big part of tonight’s win was the power play and 
the penalty kill,” Stamkos said. “That’s a really good team 
over there, and they’ve got good special teams as well. That 
was the difference-maker tonight.” 

Carolina got goals from Nino Niederreiter, Seth Jarvis and 
Sebastian Aho, and Antti Raanta stopped 28 shots. The 
Hurricanes were coming off a 6-1 win over Washington on 
Monday night and a 7-2 road victory Saturday against St. 
Louis. 

“I could tell first shift we were gassed,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Guys tried their hardest but we were 
so slow on everything. To have a chance to win the game, I 
think give credit to Rans, (he) kind of held us in there.” 

Tampa Bay rallied from its third one-goal deficit when Point 
scored on the rebound to make it 3-3 at 6:02 of the third as 
the Lightning picked up their second power-play goal on 
three chances against the Hurricanes’ top-ranked penalty-kill 
unit. 

“We responded well,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 
“We were down pretty much all game until the end. So, 
you’ve got to keep fighting your way back and not getting 
frustrated, and I thought we did that.” 

Raanta made a nifty glove save on Point 30 seconds after 
the center’s goal. He also turned aside Corey Perry’s 
backhander during a 2-on-1 with 3 minutes to go in the third. 

Aho gave Carolina a 3-2 lead on his 30th goal, a waist-line 
deflection of Tony DeAngelo’s backhander with 3:13 left in 
the second. He has three 30-goal seasons over the last four 
years. 

After Jarvis scored on a calf-high redirection of Teuvo 
Teravainen’s pass at 8:41 of the second, Hedman pulled the 
Lightning even at 2-all just over a minute later. 

Hedman has a career-high 19 goals, including eight in his 
last 12 games. 

Niederreiter opened the scoring on the Hurricanes’ first shot 
at 7:59 of the first. 

Killorn tied it at 1 from the low left circle during a power play 
52 seconds into the second. 

NUMBERS 

Stamkos moved past Pat LaFontaine into sole possession of 
56th place all-time with his 469th goal. ... Stamkos has 11 
overtime goals. most in team history. ... Kucherov has one 
goal in his last 14 games. ... Aho has a five-game point 
streak. ... Perry has no goals in his last 11 games. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Carolina center Jesperi Kotkaniemi didn’t play after getting 
hurt Monday night. Kotkaniemi could not put weight on his 
left leg after a penalized hit by Washington’s Lars Eller with 
1.8 seconds left. Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi will be re-
examined Wednesday, but is hopeful he won’t miss an 
extended period. 

THEN AND NOW 

The Lightning returned home after playing 10 of 11 games 
on the road. They went 5-6 over the stretch, including a 5-5 
record away from home. Tampa Bay started a run that has 
11 of 13 games at home. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Montreal on Thursday night. 

Lightning: Host Chicago on Friday night. 
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Metropolitan-leading Carolina takes on Montreal 

Montreal Canadiens (18-38-11, eighth in the Atlantic) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (44-15-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes host the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Hurricanes are 23-11-6 in Eastern Conference games. 
Carolina has scored 224 goals and ranks third in the Eastern 
Conference averaging 3.3 goals per game. Sebastian Aho 
leads the team with 30. 

The Canadiens are 7-10-3 against opponents from the 
Atlantic. Montreal averages 10.1 penalty minutes per game, 
the fifth-most in the league. Michael Pezzetta leads the team 
serving 68 total minutes. 

In their last matchup on Dec. 30, Carolina won 4-0. Jaccob 
Slavin recorded a team-high 3 points for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes 
with a plus-24 in 49 games this season. Seth Jarvis has five 
goals and three assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Mathieu Perreault leads the Canadiens with a plus-four in 20 
games this season. Cole Caufield has six goals and four 
assists over the last 10 games for Montreal. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 4-3-3, averaging 3.2 goals, 
5.8 assists, 4.2 penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game with a .916 save percentage. 

Canadiens: 3-3-4, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.7 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while allowing 3.3 goals 
per game with a .909 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (undisclosed), 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi: day to day (lower body), Ethan Bear: 
day to day (lower-body). 

Canadiens: Tyler Pitlick: day to day (upper body), Brendan 
Gallagher: out (lower body), Jeff Petry: out (lower body), 
Michael Pezzetta: day to day (upper-body). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus way-too-early trade deadline appraisals 

By Kristen Shilton  

With more than a week since the 2021-22 NHL trade 
deadline, it's given us a small taste of all the traded players 
suiting up for their new teams -- for better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we've added notes on how 
the players acquired this trade season have performed in this 
way-too-early timeframe. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on March 16. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.742 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 31), vs. PIT (Apr. 2), @ PIT 
(Apr. 5) 

The Artturi Lehkonen era in Colorado has been delayed by 
visa paperwork, so a full appraisal of his impact will have to 
wait. We do know that Josh Manson's transition to the 
Avalanche's blue line has been rocky, including some big 
plays coughed up at untimely moments. Fortunately, there's 
runway left to get the rhythm right. What is working? Nico 
Sturm, carving out a nice role in the bottom six. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.720 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 31), vs. MIN (Apr. 2), @ 
BUF (Apr. 5) 

Max Domi has been an ideal addition for the Hurricanes. 
He's got the skill to play with their forward group, but he's 
dogged, physical and biting. A late hit on Carolina rookie 
Seth Jarvis last Saturday drew Domi right into the fray, and 
he followed it up with an assist for his first point in red and 
black. Looking like a home run. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.677 
Next seven days: vs. LA (March 31), vs. STL (Apr. 2), @ LA 
(Apr. 4) 

The Flames hopped on that Tyler Toffoli trade early in 
February, and he's been huge, notching eight goals and 17 
points in his first 20 games. Calle Jarnkrok has basically 
been Darryl Sutter's dream player, so versatile, infuriating, 

and skilled that he fits in perfectly, while also adding some 
grit that Calgary needs for playoffs. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.723 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 31), @ NJ (Apr. 2), @ BUF 
(Apr. 3), vs. TOR (Apr. 5) 

The Claude Giroux era in Florida is off to a swimming start. 
Giroux has been on the Panthers' top line, potted four assists 
in his first three games, and is great in the face-off dot. Ben 
Chiarot has been less tantalizing -- he was minus-two in 
Florida's overtime win against Ottawa on Saturday -- but not 
terrible. Do the Panthers know exactly how he's going to fit, 
though? Specifically on special teams? TBD. 

5. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.674 
Next seven days: @ DET (March 30), vs. NYI (Apr. 1), vs. 
PHI (Apr. 3), @ NJ (Apr. 5) 

So far, so good for the Rangers' new guys. Andrew Copp 
notched a goal and five points in his first three games, and 
Tyler Motte has been a tenacious addition up front and on 
New York's penalty kill. Justin Braun is in and out on the 
back end thus far, but given the veteran's age (35) and 
experience, he might shine brightest come playoffs anyway. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.672 
Next seven days: @ MIN (March 31), @ COL (Apr. 2), vs. 
COL (Apr. 5) 

Panic in Pittsburgh! Rickard Rakell went pointless through 
his first three games with the Penguins. Trade bust? As if. 
Rakell took his time getting settled, and then grabbed a goal 
and two assists in Pittsburgh's rout of Detroit. The Penguins 
acquired Rakell to make them deeper offensively, and that's 
exactly what he'll continue doing. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.677 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Apr. 1), vs. MTL (Apr. 2), vs. TOR 
(Apr. 4) 

Considering what Tampa paid for Brandon Hagel (it was two 
first-round picks and two roster players, if you forgot), the 
expectations for immediate return on the investment were 
high. And probably unrealistic. Hagel scored in his second 
game with the Lightning and has overall been fine while 
averaging about 12 minutes of ice time per game. Will that 
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role expand with time? One would think it has to. Nick Paul 
has also worked into the lineup, adding one goal in his first 
game. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.656 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 31), @ CAR (Apr. 2), @ 
WSH (Apr. 3), @ NSH (Apr. 5) 

Marc-Andre Fleury literally got his flowers (via a fan who 
threw a bouquet on the ice) after his Wild debut on Saturday, 
a 3-2 OT win over Columbus. That trade has, as expected, 
paid excellent early returns. Tyson Jost has also been a 
welcome addition to the Wild's bottom six, along with Nicolas 
Deslauriers. Since GM Bill Guerin got to work making moves, 
Minnesota has won five straight games. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.669 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 31), @ PHI (Apr. 2), @ 
TB (Apr. 4), @ FLA (Apr. 5) 

The Maple Leafs got it right with the Mark Giordano trade. 
They're slow-walking him into things as a third-pairing guy, 
and most everything Giordano does is on point -- he's calm, 
he clears the zone, he controls play and can add some spice 
offensively. That Colin Blackwell came along with Giordano 
and has been the physical, grinding forward Toronto lacked? 
Even better. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.669 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 31), vs. CBJ (Apr. 2), @ 
CBJ (Apr. 4), @ DET (Apr. 5) 

The Bruins went on a great post-deadline run, just as 
Hampus Lindholm entered the chat. Boston's big swing 
before the deadline was shoring up the blue line, and 
Lindholm's already at home. He gets the Bruins up ice faster, 
attacks the zone and has a terrific first pass. Exactly what 
Boston needed, when they needed it.11. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.623 
Next seven days: @ VAN (March 30), @ EDM (Apr. 1), @ 
CGY (Apr. 2), vs. ARI (Apr. 4) 

The Blues brought in Nick Leddy at the deadline. They 
should have targeted another blueliner, too. Leddy's addition 
has been solid, but he's a bandage on the gaping wound that 
is St. Louis' defensive problems. Losing 5-2 to Philadelphia? 
Bad. Losing 7-2 to Carolina? Woof. If they could turn back 
time, the Blues would had to have been more aggressive in 
addressing their most obvious need 

12. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.618 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Apr. 3) 

The Capitals welcomed Marcus Johansson back with a top-
line spot opposite Alex Ovechkin and over 16 minutes of ice 

time per game. Big-time stuff. Only he hasn't reached the 
scoresheet in four games, and Sebastian Aho treated 
Johansson like a turnstile in Monday's walloping by Carolina. 
Is there buyer's remorse brewing? We'll see. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.596 
Next seven days: @ EDM (March 30), @ CGY (March 31), 
@ WPG (Apr. 2), vs. CGY (Apr. 4) 

The Kings did almost nothing to help themselves at the 
deadline (no disrespect to Troy Stecher, their only acquisition 
in a deal with Detroit). Maybe L.A. tried on Jakob Chychrun, 
which would make sense given both Drew Doughty and 
Mikey Anderson are hurt. But GM Rob Blake's belief in the 
group as-is appears steadfast. That's noble, and risky, 
especially if injuries drag on and there's no insurance to fill in 
the gaps. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.606 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Apr. 1), vs. MIN (Apr. 5) 

Filip Forsberg had a five-point outing on the evening of the 
trade deadline. That's why GM David Poile kept him around. 
Forsberg is a game-changing, difference-making player and 
Nashville hasn't conceded on any postseason aspirations. 
Poile did little else but stick with his current group, and 
despite recent back-to-back, 6-1 losses, having Forsberg still 
provides confidence in Nashville's chances. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.590 
Next seven days: vs. LA (March 30), vs. STL (Apr. 1), @ 
ANA (Apr. 3), @ SJ (Apr. 5) 

The Oilers did not trade for a goalie. So, it's Mikko Koskinen 
and Mike Smith or bust. That's a slippery slope. Edmonton is 
2-2-1 since the deadline passed, and their goaltending has 
been sub-optimal (Koskinen has an .859 save percentage; 
Smith is .897). Adding Brett Kulak and Derick Brassard 
wasn't moving the needle on Edmonton's playoff prospects. 
Having more peace of mind in your goalie stable? That 
would have. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.586 
Next seven days: @ ANA (March 31), @ SJ (Apr. 2), @ SEA 
(Apr. 3), vs. NYI (Apr. 5) 

There was no John Klingberg trade in Dallas and, at least for 
the last week, that's been a good thing. Klingberg had three 
points in the Stars' first two games post-deadline, and if the 
goal was to keep him in place and push for playoff success 
this season, great. We can reconvene on that decision in the 
summer when Klingberg becomes a UFA. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.559 
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Next seven days: @ SEA (March 30), @ SEA (Apr. 1), @ 
VAN (Apr. 3) 

Vegas may be the only team in NHL history to benefit from a 
voided deal. Evgenii Dadonov's no-trade list prevented him 
from being dealt to Anaheim, so the deal was canceled by 
the league ... and the forward responded with five points in 
Vegas' next two games. And now that Vegas was able to 
move Reilly Smith's $5 million cap hit onto LTIR, it's not so 
bad (in more ways than one) that Dadonov and his $5 million 
hit are still very much in play. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.537 
Next seven days: vs. STL (March 30), vs. VGK (Apr. 3) 

Some were expecting fireworks from Vancouver before the 
trade window closed, but J.T. Miller, Conor Garland and 
Brock Boeser all stayed put. Only Travis Dermott came on 
board, and he's a fine third-pairing D. Will the Canucks 
eventually regret standing pat? Since the deadline, 
Vancouver has remained consistently inconsistent against a 
run of tough opponents. Where's it all heading? 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.552 
Next seven days: @ BUF (March 30), @ TOR (March 31), 
vs. LA (Apr. 2) 

The Jets were a curious case at the deadline, completing 
smaller trades (other than the Andrew Copp decision) that 
didn't overcommit to one direction or another. So far, it's 
been a sound strategy. Winnipeg's newest additions, Mason 
Appleton and Zach Sanford, have fit in well, and the Jets are 
3-1-0 since they came on board. Did GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff's lack of a major overhaul provide his group 
with a confidence boost? Shrewd! 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.485 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 31), @ ARI (Apr. 1), vs. 
EDM (Apr. 3) 

Look, GM Pat Verbeek wasn't unloading all those pending 
UFAs for nothing. His deadline moves were about building 
the Ducks' future (although hey, having Evgenii Dadonov in 
the present wouldn't exactly hurt). As it is, two of the players 
Verbeek acquired -- Zach Aston-Reese and Dominik Simon, 
from Pittsburgh in the Rickard Rakell swap -- have migrated 
into the lineup, and will get a continued look as this regular 
season winds down. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.508 
Next seven days: @ ARI (March 30), @ COL (March 31), vs. 
DAL (Apr. 2), vs. EDM (Apr. 5) 

The Sharks' big deadline move was signing Tomas Hertl to 
an eight-year extension. Grabbing Kaapo Kahkonen to back 
up James Reimer in net was the other highlight. Kahkonen 

has appeared in one game for San Jose -- a 5-2 loss to 
Edmonton -- so that's an inauspicious start for him. The fact 
San Jose didn't pull the trigger on more deals tells us that 
management hasn't fully embraced the idea of a rebuild. But 
... maybe they should? 

22. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.508 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 31), @ NYR (Apr. 1), @ 
NJ (Apr. 3), @ DAL (Apr. 5) 

GM Lou Lamoriello did literally nothing before the deadline. 
He wants to assess the Islanders as they are and go from 
there. New York has since lost both games on its schedule 
against playoff-bound teams (Boston and Tampa Bay) by a 
combined 10-4 score, which isn't the best reflection on the 
Islanders' assembled crew. But maybe it's just been a bad 
week. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.523 
Next seven days: @ NYI (March 31), @ BOS (Apr. 2), vs. 
BOS (Apr. 4), @ PHI (Apr. 5) 

Well, the Blue Jackets didn't acquire any roster players via 
trade. GM Jarmo Kekalainen said he'd be more likely to 
shake things up in free agency. It's not that surprising then 
that Columbus went 0-1-2 in their first three games following 
the deadline. Kekalainen's strategy reflects where Columbus 
is at this season, where there's little hope of a playoff-bound 
miracle run. 

24. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.433 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 30), vs. NSH (Apr. 1), vs. 
FLA (Apr. 3), vs. CAR (Apr. 5) 

GM Kevyn Adams completed his blockbuster trade in 
November (Jack Eichel; remember him?) and brought no 
one else in (after Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs, the return 
centrepieces of that Eichel deal) before March 21 came and 
went. The plan has been to assess who the Sabres already 
have. And what did we all learn from Buffalo erasing a 4-0 
deficit against Chicago on Monday to win, 6-5? That the 
Sabres can still surprise! 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.455 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 30), vs. OTT (Apr. 1), @ 
OTT (Apr. 3), vs. BOS (Apr. 5) 

The Red Wings are getting a decent return on the acquisition 
of Oskar Sundqvist, who had two goals and three points in 
his first three games. Jake Walman has also been solid on 
the back end, and played over 20 minutes in Detroit's 
overtime loss to Tampa Bay last weekend. Losing Nick 
Leddy was going to hurt the Red Wings, but the speedy 
Walman has stepped in well to keep Detroit competitive. 
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26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.402 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Apr. 2), @ NYR (Apr. 3), vs. CBJ 
(Apr. 5) 

Considering the Flyers traded away their best player (Claude 
Giroux), things in Philadelphia post-deadline weren't going to 
be improved. Owen Tippett is playing and taking advantage 
of a fresh start. That's a positive. The Flyers can recognize 
this season is a wash, and none of their other moves were 
meant to bring immediate help. So, the skidding continues. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.402 
Next seven days: @ BOS (March 31), vs. FLA (Apr. 2), vs. 
NYI (Apr. 3), vs. NYR (Apr. 5) 

I called the Devils out after the deadline for making zero 
significant moves. It could be that GM Tom Fitzgerald is 
holding out for summertime swaps and free agency. In the 
here and now, New Jersey is no better off the last 10 days 
than the previous five months. The Devils' only acquisition 
was Andrew Hammond, and he just had his first team 
practice on Tuesday. We'll see how the veteran netminder is 
eventually utilized in this final month. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.341 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 30), vs. ANA (Apr. 1), @ 
CHI (Apr. 3), @ STL (Apr. 4) 

Arizona's best move came weeks before the deadline in 
acquiring Nick Ritchie from Toronto. He's come in, worked 
hard, produced well and can play basically anywhere in the 
lineup. Otherwise, the Coyotes didn't do a whole lot to make 
themselves better this season, and that's reflected in their 
current seven-game slide. Moving on. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.433 
Next seven days: @ FLA (March 31), @ TB (Apr. 1), vs. ARI 
(Apr. 3) 

Taylor Raddysh was part of Chicago's return from Tampa 
Bay in the Brandon Hagel deal, and he hasn't shied away 

from opportunity, steeping onto Jonathan Toews' wing and 
notching two goals and five points in his first six games. 
That's been a nice bright spot for the Blackhawks. Less 
great? Chicago blowing back-to-back, three-plus goal leads 
in its last two games, both of which were losses. Ouch. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.356 
Next seven days: @ CAR (March 31), @ TB (Apr. 2), vs. 
OTT (Apr. 5) 

The Canadiens went from Stanley Cup Final appearance last 
season to being the first team officially eliminated from the 
playoffs this season. Life comes at you fast. GM Kent 
Hughes' deadline moves set Montreal up nicely for the next 
two drafts, and he added a couple intriguing prospects. Tyler 
Pitlick (incoming from Calgary in the Tyler Toffoli deal) has 
started to see some game action this season, too. But all 
eyes are on what's next for the Habs. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.400 
Next seven days: @ DET (Apr. 1), vs. DET (Apr. 3), @ MTL 
(Apr. 5) 

The Senators' head-scratching trade for Travis Hamonic (in 
which Ottawa took on all of Hamonic's $3 million cap hit and 
gave Vancouver back a third-round pick) hasn't been a total 
disaster. Coach DJ Smith likes that Hamonic is a stabilizing 
presence on the blue line. But again ... why Hamonic for that 
role? Anyway, Mathieu Joseph looks like a real good addition 
here, and is a pending RFA who could be re-signed. He's 
brought speed, skill, and playmaking ability; a super Swiss-
army knife for the Senators. 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.364 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 30), vs. VGK (Apr. 1), vs. 
DAL (Apr. 3) 

Daniel Sprong scored three goals in his first three games 
with the Kraken after being acquired in the Marcus 
Johansson deal with Washington (for context, Sprong had 
eight goals through 47 games pre-trade with the Capitals). 
He's a nice little pickup by GM Ron Francis, who prioritized 
gathering draft picks over lineup players at the deadline. 
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About Last Night: Dominant Win Ends In Misery 

By Alex Ohari  

Loading your audio article 

On the first leg of a gruesome back-to-back (facing 
Washington and Tampa Bay), the Hurricanes made light 
work of the Capitals in a 6-1 triumph on the road. It was one 
of the most complete efforts of the season for the group as a 
whole, and spirits were high until they unfortunately came to 
a crashing halt in the dying seconds of the game with an 
injury to Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Overall, there was a lot of good to take from such a 
beatdown against a top division rival. It was a statement win 
for the Canes, against a Caps team that they were batting 0-
for-3 against on the season. It was dominant from start to 
finish, and it’s easy to forget that after the emotional ending 
to the contest. 

Without further ado, let’s talk about last night: 

The Good 

 Since a midseason run of form that left some fans 
frustrated with Martin Necas, he’s been on an 
absolute tear since the trade deadline passed. Over 
his past four games, he’s bagged 4 goals and 2 
assists, looking much like the player he’s expected 
to be. With his combination of lightning speed, puck 
skills and soft hands, when he’s engaged and 
playing at his best he can be one of the most 
dynamic players in this league. Making sure he’s 
dialed in and playing to his potential is a major key 
for the Hurricanes if they hope to put together a 
long playoff run. I really believe he’s their X-factor. 

 Max Domi picked up his first point as a Cane on 
Derek Stepan’s first-period goal, in stylistic fashion. 
He took a looping route at the blueline to get onside 
just before Stepan entered the zone with the puck, 
and in turn was wide open on his strong wing. He 
took the entry pass and played a cross-ice pass to 
Kotkaniemi, who managed to find Stepan alone in 
front of the net. It was a great link-up play from a 
fourth line that undoubtedly has a lot of skill.  

The trio was buzzing all game, and I was excited to see how 
they continue to grow together … until the senseless last-
second injury to Kotkaniemi puts a question mark over his 
season. When asked after the game, Domi was 
complimentary of the trio and alluded to the chemistry that 
they were developing. 

“I’ve had some good chemistry with them.” said Domi. “[It] 
goes a long way when you’re coming to a new team and new 
system.” 

The Bad 

 It goes without saying, but the injury to Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi leaves a sour aftertaste to a game that 
should’ve been celebrated. The entire play was an 
absolute bush league display from Lars Eller. As a 
12-year NHL veteran, he should know better than to 
charge a guy with one second left on the game 
clock, especially in a game where your team is 
down 5 goals. You’re not sending any message, 
and you’re not impacting the outcome of the game. 
It was totally senseless and unnecessary. 

And as such, Kotkaniemi’s availability for the rest of the 
season is undoubtedly in question. He was helped to the 
locker room and video showed him walking with a serious 
limp, after his leg locked underneath him as result of the hit. 
He’s a very key component to both the bottom-six and the 
team’s second PP unit, and he’ll be a difficult player to 
replace should he miss an extended amount of time. Rod 
Brind’Amour was (understandably) not happy about it: 

“He [Eller] hurt a player. He’s injured. We don’t know how 
bad, but he’s definitely going to be out.” said the Canes’ 
coach. “The game was over. Let’s just get over with it - two 
seconds. I don’t like it, but what are you going to do about it.” 

Domi wasn’t too thrilled with the play either: 

“I mean, that’s brutal. It’s such a tough play.” Domi said. “I 
can’t really speak too much on the play. We don’t like it, 
obviously. [Kotkaniemi is] a big part of this team and we 
need everyone here, so seeing him go down is not easy. 
Hopefully, he will be okay.” 

In case you missed the hit, have a look for yourself: 

 Brendan Smith was a notable bright spot and did 
his job to perfection, getting under the skin of 
multiple Capitals players and playing with an edge. I 
was very happy with his game last night. But I have 
to include him in the “bad” category strictly because 
of his fight against Tom Wilson. I mean listen — 
major kudos to him for stepping up, and it’s what he 
has to do to be effective. But I just hate to see a guy 
who literally just returned from a skull fracture taking 
punches to the head. He’s an absolute warrior, but 
the fight was really tough to watch. 

Finding The Net 

With 13 goals in the past two games, the Canes have 
matched their total in the six combined games prior. It’s nice 
to see the team getting rewarded for their hard work and 
bounces finally starting to go their way. According to Marty 
Necas - who was as snake-bitten as anyone, the bounces 
were always going to come. 
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“We’re getting a couple of bounces and pucks going in.” he 
said. “When we lost four or five in a row, we always had 40 
or 45 shots and scored one or two goals. It was only a matter 
of time for that to come and now it’s here.” 

Let’s hope that trend can continue. 

What’s Next? 

The brutal home stretch of the schedule continues tonight for 
the Canes, as they’re in Tampa Bay to face a Lightning team 
that’ll be hungry for revenge after losing 3-2 to Carolina at 
PNC Arena last week. We’ll likely see Antti Raanta get the 
start in what’s set to be a 7 p.m. puck drop. 

“Gassed” Canes steal point on tail-end of road trip 

By Ryan Henkel  

It’s hard to be upset about taking five out of six points from a 
road trip against three playoff teams, because, honestly, 
getting it to overtime felt like a victory in its own right for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

On the tail-end of a back-to-back and it being the third game 
in four days with travel from St. Louis to Washington D.C. to 
Tampa Bay, getting a point out of that game against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning was most definitely a win, because it 
was obvious that the Canes just didn’t have it tonight. 

To be fair, the Hurricanes put together the sequences they 
needed to to keep themselves alive, but it wasn’t pretty by 
any means. 

Funny enough though, that seemed to have been the 
formula for success for the start of the game. 

Instead of shooting a ton of pucks on net and scoring on 
none of them, the Canes instead decided to just score on 
their first shot of the game eight minutes in. The ol’ reversal.  

In a first period that saw Carolina with its lowest shot total all 
season, the result was a 1-0 lead thanks to a good 
forechecking shift from Jordan Staal who fed Nino 
Niederreiter cruising through the slot. 

Hockey! 

But the second period saw the two powerhouses settle into 
more of an even back and forth rhythm. 

It was the Lightning who swung the pendulum first, starting 
the period on a power play, and it didn’t take long to tie the 
game up as Alex Killorn beat Antti Raanta who seemed to 
have been expecting a pass. 

Tampa Bay started to dial up the pressure from there, but the 
Hurricanes managed to strike quick off of the rush. 

On a gorgeous transition play, Seth Jarvis continued to 
demonstrate his high-end ability, this time tipping a Teuvo 
Teravainen saucer pass out of mid-air past Andrei 
Vasilevskiy.  

The rookie would register an assist later in the game for his 
fourth multi-point game in his last seven appearances since 
being moved to the top line. 

But not long after that, Victor Hedman found some open 
space in the high slot on a 4-on-4 sequence and rifled a goal 
past Raanta. 

After that goal though, Carolina started to get their feet back 
under them, doubling their shot count through the second 
half of the period. Then late into the period, the Canes pulled 
back ahead.  

Tony DeAngelo skated his way around the offensive zone 
and threw a backhander on net where Sebastian Aho in tight, 
redirected the puck under Vasilevskiy’s arm for his 30th of 
the season and 175th all time as a Carolina Hurricane, 
passing his head coach Rod Brind’Amour for 10th all time on 
the franchise scoring list. 

After that period though, the Canes were really out of juice 
and Tampa just started coming in waves in the third period. 

The Bolts finally cracked through again on the power play as 
a Steven Stamkos one-timer rebounded off of Raanta 
straight to Brayden Point in the slot for the put back.  

The Lightning pushed even harder from there, threating to 
knock the Canes off in regulation, but Raanta was huge in 
securing a point.  

In overtime, it could have been anyone’s game, but Staal 
was whistled for a hold on Stamkos just 26 seconds into 
extra time. 

It was a penalty, but with what had been let go in the third 
period and at that point in the game, it was a soft call. 

But the Canes had to kill it, and unfortunately they could not. 

Stamkos didn’t miss on a good look from the slot and sent 
the Hurricanes packing. 

Carolina will be back in action at home at PNC Arena as they 
host the Montreal Canadiens Thursday night at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Jarvis, Raanta on OT loss in Tampa  
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By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes were gassed on the tail of a back-
to-back and third game in four days, but they managed to 
snag a point from the Tampa Bay Lightning as they lost 4-3 
in overtime. 

Sebastian Aho reached a new franchise milestone with his 
175th career goal as a Carolina Hurricane and Seth Jarvis 
recorded his fourth multi-point game in his last seven games. 
Antti Raanta also stopped 28 shots in the loss. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Jarvis and Raanta spoke to the media. Here’s what they had 
to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On earning 5/6 points on the road trip: Well thank you for 
having a positive first question, because that actually made 
me feel a bit better. I could tell from the first shift, we were 
gassed. I was like, “Oh, we’re in for one tonight.” Guys tried 
their hardest, but we were just so slow on everything. It was 
clear to see. To have a chance to win the game — give 
credit to them — but Raanta held us in there. I feel good as a 
whole about the road trip. It was a great road trip. We don’t 
look at it that way though. Tonight wasn’t a great game. 

On the call in overtime being a weak call: What’s the 
question? Do you want me to agree with you? Agree. Good 
observation. Tough. 

On Sebastian Aho passing him on the franchise scoring list: 
He’s certainly grown as a player. He’s become a very elite 
player. I think he’s going to get better. He wants to be known 
as that kind of player and, to do that, you have to keep 
getting better. Obviously he’s pushing us to try and be the 
best team in the world. That’s the goal here. I think he has 
that in mind and that’s what he’s all about. It’s what makes 
him a special player. 

On Aho’s ability to get to the front of the net despite being a 
smaller framed player: All smart hockey players know to 
score goals, that’s where you have to get to. The other night 
he got a very skilled goal. He has that ability and the talent. 
To score goals, and more than a couple, you have to get to 
the net. He has to know how to do that too and obviously be 
good at hand-eye coordination. All that kind of stuff adds to 
that, but you have to get to the dirty areas if you’re going to 
score. 

On the penalty kill: We were a step slow on everything we 
did and not only physically, but mentally. We were just a step 
slow. You could just see it. Power play was atrocious. Same 
thing. Everything you were doing was just slow and they 
were on you. Give them credit, they were good tonight. We 
were just losing all the puck battles. How many clears did we 
have on our sticks were we don’t get it out? Just a little slow. 
That to me was mental and physical fatigue. More mental 
than anything. The schedule caught up to us a little bit. Every 
team has it in stages. You could see it tonight. 

On Niederreiter’s goal: That game, honestly, was how it 
sometimes feels with us. We have some of these great starts 
and we have nothing to show for it or we’re down a goal. 
That’s happened so much to us this year and this was the 
reversal, where we were up and had no business being up in 

the game. We still got a point out of it and had a chance to 
win the game. Somehow we were still hanging around. 
Again, tough game for us, but just going to flush it. That’s 
what we do. 

On Seth Jarvis’ progression: You learn a lot from games 
where you are not at your best. Well, why? What’s the 
reason? Why is it not working? I think he’s a very competitive 
kid and he’ll just keep getting better. We’ve talked about him 
a lot. It’s all about learning. Always. Everybody can keep 
getting better and especially a young kid. 

Seth Jarvis 

On playing with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen: It’s 
awesome. Really fun if you’re an offensive player like myself. 
We create plays pretty well on the rush. You saw tonight we 
had a few chances where it was kind of clicking. It’s a ton of 
fun. 

On the game being decided by special teams: That sucks. 
Obviously you never want to take penalties, but especially at 
a time like that. You don’t like that that’s the way to decide 
the game and it leaves kind of a bad taste in your mouth. 

On gaining more confidence as of late: [My confidence] is 
pretty high, but I think obviously it feels a lot better when you 
win. Right now, we’re just focusing on the outcome, but my 
confidence is good. 

On what it’s been like playing against guys he grew up 
watching: It’s a big whirlwind. I can remember watching the 
Stanly Cup last year and, yeah, it’s pretty crazy just sitting 
back and thinking about where I am now compared to last 
year. It’s pretty cool, but now that I’m in this position, I have 
to take full advantage. 

Antti Raanta 

On playing against a power play in overtime: It’s one of those 
teams that has so much skill. Even though you try to cut 
down the passing lanes and everything, they still probably 
will find a way. It’s tough. Overall, like the whole game, we 
probably didn’t have our best, but still to get to the overtime. 
Then we got the penalty and I felt like maybe they could 
have gotten one behind the net when Slavin got the puck, 
but that’s the game there. They score and we only got the 
one point. Have to keep working. 

On how he felt over the course of the game: I probably could 
have been better a little bit here and there. Obviously, the 
first goal was kind of tough to give up. When you play these 
kinds of games, you can’t give up those soft goals. That kind 
of bugged me. But in the third period, they got a couple of 
chances and I was able to make those saves. So at least I 
got something positive from there. But I think overall, I could 
be a little bit better in the small details. I have to be a little bit 
sharper against that kind of team. Have to keep working, 
myself also. 

On summing up the entire road trip: Two big wins. Then 
today I thought we did a good job in the first period getting 
pucks deep. Whenever we did that, we scored. Obviously 
they scored three power play goals today. I have to be much 
better in there, but that’s how it’s going to be when the 
season gets to the last 20 games and then the playoffs. PK 
and power play will be the main things. They capitalized 
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those. But five points out of six, we’ll take that and get back 
home and get ready for Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

Canes’ momentum struck down by Lightning, Carolina loses 4-3 in Tampa  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes ran out of gas in the final leg of their 
three-game road trip, falling 4-3 to the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in overtime. 

After whooping their previous two opponents by a combined 
score of 13-3, the Canes (44-15-8) couldn’t get all six points 
in those three games. The Hurricanes penalty kill, which has 
been statistically stellar this season, gave up an abysmal 
three power play goals to the Lightning (42-18-6) on four 
opportunities.  

“At the end of the day, I could tell: first shift, we were 
gassed,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I was like ‘Oh, 
we’re in for one tonight.’ The guys tried their hardest but we 
were so slow on everything and you could clearly see it.” 

The Canes PK got the job done in the first with a successful 
kill, Alex Killorn netted the first power play for the Lightning 
early in the second period. Later in that period, Carolina gave 
up its only non-special teams goal to Victor Hedman who tied 
it up at 2-2. 

Tampa’s power play did the most damage in crunch time, 
however, as the Canes saw their 3-2, second-intermission 
lead vanish due to Tampa’s PP scoring once in the third and 
in overtime. Brayden Point scored the game-tying goal in the 
third, and Steven Stamkos clinched the win for Tampa with 
the game-winner just 52 seconds into the overtime period. 

“We were a step slow on everything we were doing,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And not only physically, but mentally we 
were just a step slow. You could just see it. The power play 
was atrocious, it was the same thing. Everything you're doing 
is slow and then [Tampa is] on you.” 

Carolina had a couple of silver linings to take away from this 
game. Center Sebastian Aho scored a milestone goal late in 
the second period to not only give the Canes a 3-2 lead 
heading into the final period but also pass former center 
Brind’Amour for fourth-most goals in the Hurricanes history. 

“He’s certainly grown as a player,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s a 
very elite player. I think he's gonna get better. He wants to 
be known as that kind of player. So in order to do that, you 
have to get better, obviously, to try to push us to be the best 
team in the world. That's the goal here, so I think he has that 
in mind. That's what he's all about and so it makes him a 
special player.” 

Center Seth Jarvis also put together a solid performance for 
the Canes, notching Carolina’s only multipoint night with a 
goal and an assist. After a lengthy stretch of slim production, 
Jarvis is finding ways to produce at the NHL level despite his 
5-foot-10-inch, 175-pound frame. 

“[My confidence]’s pretty high,” Jarvis said. “But I think 
obviously, it feels a lot better when you win. So right now, 
we're just focusing on the outcome. But yeah, my confidence 
is good.” 

Regardless, the Lightning were simply the better team on the 
night. The Hurricanes got outshot 32-19 across the 60 
minutes and change. Tampa doubled Carolina’s shot totals 
in the first and third period and the Canes barely outshot the 
Lightning 10-9 in the second. 

The Hurricanes will head home for an Eastern Conference 
matchup against the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday, 
March 31. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves wrap up Calder Cup berth 

Josh Leivo and CJ Smith scored 19 seconds apart in the 
third period to rally the Chicago Wolves to a 4-2 victory over 
the Cleveland Monsters Tuesday night at Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse to clinch a Calder Cup Playoff berth. 

New defenseman Tarmo Reunanen scored early and Leivo 
added an empty-net goal late for the Wolves (40-11-5-5), 
who became the third AHL team to punch their ticket for the 
postseason. Chicago also extended its Central Division lead 
to 18 points while winning its fourth game in a row. 

With the team’s 21st playoff spot in 28 years in the bag, 
postseason tickets are on sale now at 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs. 

“It was business as usual afterward,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “There were some quick congrats, 
but I think we have some big goals in mind so nothing is 
changed.” 

Reunanen, loaned to the Wolves Monday after a trade 
between the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers, scored a goal on his first shift in a Wolves uniform. 

Stefan Noesen carried the puck into the offensive zone down 
the left wing and banked it back to the point for Reunanen, 
who unleashed a one-timer that found the back of the net 62 
seconds into the game. Andrew Poturalski also earned an 
assist to retake the AHL scoring lead with his 82nd point. 

Cleveland (23-27-8-4) answered with Jake Gaudet’s rebound 
goal at 5:53 of the first, then the Monsters took a 2-1 lead at 

4:53 of the second when Robbie Payne’s centering pass 
banked off Justin Scott’s shin pads into the goal. 

The Wolves regained control early in the third period. With 
3:08 gone in the third, Jack Drury and Jamieson Rees 
battled to control the puck in the offensive zone before Rees 
spied Leivo alone in front of the crease. The veteran forward 
collected the pass, stickhandled briefly and roofed a shot 
over goaltender Jet Greaves’ glove. 

Nineteen seconds later, Ivan Lodnia steered a long lead 
pass to Smith speeding across the blue line. Sensing a 
Monsters defender bearing down on him, Smith jammed on 
the brakes at the hashmarks. As the Monster slid past into 
the post, Smith zipped a shot between Greaves’ legs to give 
the Wolves a 3-2 lead at 3:27 of the third. 

“When you challenge them, they rise to the occasion,” 
Warsofsky said. 

Cleveland pulled Greaves with more than three minutes left 
in search of the equalizer, but Wolves rookie goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov (8-0-1) held fast to finish with 26 saves and 
win for the eighth time in nine North American games. 
Greaves (11-10-2) finished with 31 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves wrap up their three-game trip 7 p.m. Friday at 
Milwaukee, then return to Allstate Arena to host the Admirals 
at 7 p.m. Saturday for Salute to Military Families Night and 
the Texas Stars at 3 p.m. Sunday for Papa John’s Family 
Sunday. To get the best ticket specials, email a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Hurricanes fall to Lightning in overtime on a power-play goal by Steven 
Stamkos 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MARCH 29, 2022 11:10 PM 

 

The Lightning pulled out a 4-3 overtime victory, winning on a power-play 
goal by Steven Stamkos at 52 seconds of the extra period at Amalie 
Arena. 

The Stamkos winner, his 30th goal of the season, came after Canes 
captain Jordan Staal was whistled for a holding penalty 26 seconds into 
the overtime period -- a tough call the Canes protested. That set up 
Tampa Bay with a 4-on-3 power play and Stamkos took a pass in the slot 
and beat goalie Antti Raanta, who had played well much of the night and 
had some high-quality stops in his 28 saves. 

Seth Jarvis had a goal and assist, Sebastian Aho scored his 30th goal of 
the season and Nino Niederreiter his 21st for the Canes (44-15-8), the 
Metro Division leaders. Carolina, playing its third road game in four days, 
came away with five of six possible points but had to gut it out Tuesday. 

“I could tell from the first shift we were gassed,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Guys tried their hardest but we were so slow on 
everything. You could clearly see it. 

“To have a chance to win the game, give credit to (Raanta), who kind of 
held us in there. ... We still got a point out of it and we had a chance and 
somehow we were still hanging around.” 

The Lightning (42-18-6) also scored two power-play goals in regulation 
against the best penalty-killing team in the league as Alex Killorn and 
Brayden Point picked up goals. Defenseman Victor Hedman had a four-
on-four score in the second period. 

Brind’Amour believed the toll of the trip and fatigue affected the Canes’ 
special teams -- Carolina was 0-2 on the power play with two shots in 
addition to its penalty-killing problems. 

“We were a step slow on everything, not only physically but mentally,” 
Brind’Amour said. “The power play was atrocious. They were on us 
tonight, so give them credit. We were losing all the puck battles. More 
mental than anything.” 

The Lightning, like the Canes, were playing their third game in four days 
and looking to beat Carolina for the first time this season after two losses. 
Their recent four-game road trip began with a 3-2 loss at PNC Arena and 
they had dropped an overtime game to the Canes early in the season. 

The Canes were still coming to grips with how center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was lost to a senseless injury late in Monday’s 6-1 win at Washington. 
Kotkaniemi, hurt by a hit from the Caps’ Lars Eller in the final seconds, is 
expected to miss a few games. 

It was a punch/counterpunch kind of game Tuesday, with the Canes 
taking the lead three times and the Lightning tying it. 

There was plenty of physicality, hard checks and some pushes and 
shoves but no cheap shots. The Canes had gone three consecutive 
games with fighting majors — from Brett Pesce, Kotkaniemi and Brendan 
Smith — but that ended Tuesday. 

The Canes, who blasted St. Louis 7-2 on Saturday, scored on their first 
shot Tuesday. The kicker: Niederreiter’s goal came on almost eight 
minutes into the first period, as Carolina had four shots in the period. 

“We’ve had some great starts with nothing to show for it,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s happened so much this year and that was the reversal.” 

Jarvis gave the Canes a 2-1 lead with a tip on a Teuvo Teravainen pass 
in transition, and Aho made it 3-2 when Tony DeAngelo’s backhand shot 
from the left circle glanced off Aho’s stick in front. 

Aho’s goal was a milestone of sorts -- he passed Brind’Amour with 175 
career goals with Carolina, moving into fourth place in Canes franchise 
history since the 1997 relocation. 

“He’s certainly grown as a player ... and he’s trying to push us to be the 
best team in the world,” Brind’Amour said. “He has that in mind and that’s 
what he’s all about.” 
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Hurricanes’ Brind’Amour ‘hopeful’ Kotkaniemi can return soon from injury 
against Caps 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MARCH 29, 2022 5:30 PM 

 

Kotkaniemi was injured in the final moments of the third period. Caps 
forward Lars Eller put a shoulder-to-shoulder hit on Kotkaniemi with 
about five seconds left in regulation that knocked Kotkaniemi to the ice 
near the boards in an awkward fall. 

Asked about Kotkaniemi’s injury status, Brind’Amour said: “I can’t give 
you anything. He’s getting checked out tomorrow. So no idea. I’m hopeful 
it’s not going to be too long but we’ll know after tomorrow.” 

The Canes ended a three-game road trip Tuesday at Tampa Bay. The 
team will return to Raleigh after the game and is not scheduled to have a 
practice Wednesday. 

The Kotkaniemi injury marred the Canes’ Metro Division victory over the 
Caps. Play was stopped with 1.8 seconds remaining and Kotkaniemi was 
helped off the ice, putting little weight on his left leg. Eller was given a 
minor penalty for charging. 
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After the game, Brind’Amour said, “The game’s over. I don’t like it. I don’t 
know the extent but it’s not good.” 

Canes winger Martin Necas, who had two goals and an assist in the win, 
was more blunt, calling Eller’s hit “so stupid” and “ridiculous.” 

Kotkaniemi, who recently signed an eight-year contract extension with 
the Hurricanes, assisted on the game’s first goal by Derek Stepan on 
Monday and has assists in each of the past three games. 

With Kotkaniemi sidelined, the Canes likely will move Stepan back to 
center and have Steven Lorentz draw back into the lineup for the Tampa 
Bay game. 
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In the Habs' Room: Montreal has heart-stopping comeback before falling 
to Florida 

The Canadiens "managed to put ourselves in a good position, starting 
the third period with a score of 4-4," said coach Martin St. Louis. "Then 
we have to find the answers. We'll find them and move on to Carolina." 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Head coach Martin St. Louis has the Canadiens believing they can hang 
with the best teams in the NHL, and they proved it Tuesday in Florida. 

For about five minutes. 

The Canadiens staged one of their heart-stopping comebacks in the 
second period as they scored three goals in a 1:43 span to pull even with 
the Florida Panthers at 4-4, but reality set in as the Atlantic Division 
leaders cruised to a 7-4 victory at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise. 

The result was predictable. The Panthers are the highest-scoring team in 
the NHL, they are second in the overall standings and they are Stanley 
Cup contenders. 

And while the Canadiens have achieved a level of respectability since St. 
Louis replaced Dominique Ducharme, they are a team that continues to 
be plagued by injuries and finds itself short-staffed after saying goodbye 
to four regulars at the trade deadline. 

“I would still say that there is a big difference between our game right 
now and our game a month ago,” said defenceman Joel Edmundson. 
“We can see it, no matter the number of goals we may have allowed, no 
matter the gap — we don’t give up. No one is going to give up in this 
locker room.” 

“It’s a great opportunity to grow when you have to face good teams like 
the Panthers,” explained St. Louis. “We managed to put ourselves in a 
good position, starting the third period with a score of 4-4. Then we have 
to find the answers. We’ll find them and move on to Carolina.” 

The Canadiens started their current road trip with a 3-2 shootout loss to 
fellow have-not New Jersey, and Tuesday marked the start of a run 
through some of the top teams in the NHL. They will face the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes Thursday and wrap up 
the week against the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Saturday. 

“It’s a challenge to play against the best teams in the league like the 
Panthers,” said St. Louis. “You have to make sure to respect them, but 
also not to be afraid of them, and finally to be ready. We were ready to 
play this game. We didn’t execute our plays as we wanted, it’s a bit our 
fault, but you also have to know how to recognize the talent of the other 

team. So that’s a bit of all of that. Coaches, we’re going to watch the 
game again on video, we’re going to go from there.” 

Here’s another dose of reality: Florida outshot Montreal 46-24, but the 
game was more one-sided than that. Florida had 16 shots off-target while 
another 21 were blocked. Seven of those blocks were by Corey 
Schueneman, who is one of the defencemen who will be battling for a job 
in September. 

The Panthers took advantage of 19 turnovers, four of which led to goals. 

Newcomer Justin Barron saw action in every situation and picked up his 
first point when he assisted on a goal by Edmundson, who had promised 
to dedicate his next goal to his father, who died this year. 

“I’ve been thinking about that a lot, and to get that for him, I was thinking 
about it the rest of the game,” said Edmundson. “It was definitely a good 
feeling.” 

The injury list may have grown longer Tuesday. Jake Evans fell heavily 
into the boards after he was thwarted on a shorthanded rush in the third 
period. The official word is that Evans is day-to-day with an upper-body 
injury, but he appeared to be in considerable pain as he was helped from 
the ice. It’s unlikely he will be available for Thursday’s game against 
Carolina. 
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Montreal Canadiens mauled by Florida Panthers in 7-4 loss 

Puck management was a major problem for the Habs Tuesday at FLA 
Live Arena. 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Puck management was a major problem as the Canadiens dropped a 7-4 
decision to the Florida  Panthers Tuesday at FLA Live Arena. 

Mike Hoffman turned the puck over and Jonathan Huberdeau took 
advantage to snap a 4-4 tie when he scored his second goal of the game 
at 1:19 of the third period. Hoffman put a pass on Ryan Lomberg’s stick 
in the defensive zone and Sam Bennett set up Huberdeau with a 
backhand pass. 

Mason Marchment added a goal late in the third and Aleksander Barkov 
scored an empty-netter with  Huberdeau picking up an assist for his third 
point of the night. 

The Canadiens once again showed their resilience as they scored three 
goals in 1:43 late in the second period to pull even with the Panthers at 
4-4. 

The Canadiens were being outshot 15-1 in the period when Nick Suzuki 
wheeled around the net and set up Joel Edmundson for his first goal of 
the season at 16:24. Rookie Justin Barron also assisted on the goal for 
his first NHL point. On their next trip down the ice, Mathieu Perreault 
found Laurent Dauphin in front at 16:56. 

Christian Dvorak completed the comeback when he scored at 18:06. 

It appeared the Canadiens were on the ropes when Bennett and 
Lomberg scored early in the period to give Florida a 4-1 lead. It was the 
26th goal of the season for Bennett and eighth for Lomberg, who was 
promoted to the top line wth Huberdeau and Barkov after he scored in 
the first period. 

The momentum took an abrupt turn after the Panthers’ Noel Acciari was 
sent off for tripping at 15:06 of the first period. 
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The Canadiens struggled to get organized on the power play and Jake 
Allen had to make big save on Claude Giroux. He wasn’t as fortunate 
seconds later when Florida had another shorthanded chance after 
Barron, who was playing his second game with the Canadiens, lost the 
puck in the neutral zone. That led to a shorthanded goal by Huberdeau. It 
was Huberdeau’s 22nd of the season and the 10th shorthanded goal for 
the Panthers. 

The Panthers scored 1:40 later to take the lead at 2-1 when fourth-liner 
Lomberg scored the first of his two goals. Jake Evans lost the puck along 
the boards when there was no call after he was clipped by Acciari’s stick. 
Future Hall of Famer Joe Thornton assisted on the goal. 

The Canadiens were hemmed into their own end for the first two minutes, 
but they took advantage of their first breakout. Dauphin led a 3-on-2 
break, but it was railer Chris Wideman who opened the scoring when he 
jumped into the play and took a drop pass from Jesse Ylonen. 

It was the third goal of the season for Wideman, who has resurrected his 
NHL career after being named the top defenceman in the KHL last 
season. The 32-year-old, who extended his current points streak to four 
games (1-3-4), is scheduled to become an unrestricted free agent on July 
1. He is unlikely to be with the Canadiens next season, but he’ll attract 
some interest from teams looking for an offensive defenceman who can 
quarterback the power play. 
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Canadiens by the numbers: Pitlick delivers offence, but D is a concern 

At even strength during his time with the Habs, he has the worst 
defensive numbers of any NHL forward who has played more than 400 
minutes. 

 

Andrew Berkshire Special to the Montreal Gazette 

 

You might not know it from watching them but, heading into Tuesday’s 
game in Florida, the Canadiens have only won three of their last 10 
games. The fight that Montreal has shown against teams far ahead of 
them in the standings is truly incredible, especially when compared with 
the first half of the season. 

While a lot of the focus has rightfully been on the duo of Nick Suzuki and 
Cole Caufield carrying the offensive load, Rem Pitlick has been working 
his tail off to impress the Canadiens organization. In Sunday’s 3-2 
shootout loss to the New Jersey Devils, Pitlick scored a late tying goal for 
the second time in two weeks to ensure his team snared a point. 

Through 50 games this season with Minnesota and Montreal, Pitlick has 
13 goals and 30 points, which is nearly a 50-point pace over an 82-game 
season. In the 30 games he’s played for the Canadiens, he’s on a 52-
point pace. And in 21 games since Martin St. Louis took over behind the 
bench, he’s on an almost 55-point clip. 

Those are gaudy numbers for a player picked up on waivers, but he 
works hard, possesses a strong offensive positioning instinct and the 
speed to get where he needs to be. He’s one of those players the puck 
just seems to follow. 

With Pitlick’s strong play, many might expect the Canadiens to sign the 
24-year-old potential restricted free agent to a long-term contract, but 
don’t be surprised if the organization favours a short-term deal, for a 
variety of reasons. 

For starters, the opportunities Pitlick has received this season might not 
be as present as the Canadiens’ roster gets stronger but, more 
importantly, his underlying numbers are a little problematic. 

While the results under St. Louis have been great for Pitlick — the 
Canadiens are scoring almost 56 per cent of the goals while he’s on the 
ice — all signs point to that being an unsustainable number and wildly 
out of whack with what his play actually warrants. 

Pitlick has improved a little since St. Louis’s arrival, but the Canadiens 
have produced at roughly twice the amount Pitlick has since the coaching 
change, as every line he’s on continues to lag behind by a large margin 
on both sides of the puck. 

Offensively, Pitlick is still having a great season, and while he might be a 
far-above-average finisher similar to Paul Byron, even Byron scores on 
around 17 per cent of his shots on goal, while Pitlick is shooting at just a 
hair under 29 per cent this season while taking just under a shot per 
game. 

While he’s on the ice, his teammates are scoring on 12.2 per cent of their 
shots, which is the 14th-highest mark of any NHLer who has played 400 
or more even-strength minutes this season. Percentages like these in the 
NHL are notoriously fickle and not something you can depend on for 
future performance. And, unfortunately for Pitlick, things appear worse 
defensively. 

Pitlick has been playing on the penalty kill, which many would assume 
means a player is good defensively. However, there are very different 
skill sets that allow a player to excel defensively while short-handed than 
at even strength. A quick forward who can apply pressure, and make 
whoever is manning the point worry about a turnover, can be a 
surprisingly effective penalty-killer without necessarily being great 
defensively. 

While Pitlick does fit that mould, his penalty-killing results haven’t been 
very strong and at even strength during his time with the Canadiens, he 
has the worst defensive numbers of any forward in the NHL who has 
played more than 400 minutes. 

The shots the Canadiens allow while Pitlick is on the ice amount to an 
expected goals against that is 0.62 goals higher per 60 minutes played 
than when he’s on the bench, narrowly edging out Arizona’s Alex 
Galchenyuk, who is the second-worst defensive forward in the league. 

To be fair, Pitlick has been playing farther up the lineup than he should 
be because of injuries. He also has less support from linemates with 
defensive pedigree after the Canadiens traded excellent two-way 
forwards Tyler Toffoli and Artturi Lehkonen, but it’s very clear there are 
real defensive issues in his game. 

I’m skeptical that Pitlick is the worst defensive forward in the NHL, 
especially considering teammate Christian Dvorak is not far ahead of him 
and we know this has been a big outlier season for him. 

However, the fact that Pitlick’s offence might be a bit of a mirage, and his 
defensive impact is so rough, it would be wise to take as long of a look as 
possible before committing to him in the long term. 
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Canadiens at Panthers March 29, 2022: Five things you should know 

This is the second meeting between these Atlantic Division in six days. 

 

Pat Hickey Montreal Gazette 

 

The matchup: This is the third of four meetings between these Atlantic 
Division rivals and their second in six days. The Panthers won 5-2 in 
Sunrise, Fla., on New Year’s Day but it was closer last Thursday when 
the Canadiens kept it close before losing 4-3. These teams are definitely 
not close in the standings. The Panthers are coming off a 5-2 loss to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 30, 2022 

 

Toronto Sunday but they are 7-2-1 in their last 10 games and lead the 
Eastern Conference with 94 points, which is exactly twice the 47 points 
collected by the last-place Canadiens, 3-3-4 in their last 10 after losing 3-
2 in a shootout Sunday in New Jersey. 

Allen back in goal: Sam Montembeault turned in a strong performance in 
New Jersey Sunday but Jake Allen will return to play his sixth game in 
seven starts since he spent more than two months on the injured reserve 
list with a wrist injury. In Allen’s last start, he made a career-high 49 
saves Saturday as the Canadiens defeated the arch-rival Toronto Maple 
Leafs 4-3. Allen has a 2-1-2 record in his comeback with a .932 save 
percentage and he has faced at least 40 shots in each of his last three 
starts. Allen will continue to bear the brunt of the work until Carey Price 
makes his long-awaited season debut. 

Bobrovsky is good enough: Sergei Bobrovsky isn’t as good as he was 
when he won the Vézina Trophy twice while playing for the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, but the 33-year-old Russian doesn’t have to be because 
he’s playing behind the No. 1 offensive team in the NHL. Bobrovsky has 
a decent 2.59 goals-against average and  a .916 save percentage but he 
has a stellar 31-6-3 record because the Panthers score lots of goals. The 
goaltender of the future in Florida is former Boston College standout 
Spencer Knight. He has a 13-9-4 record with a 2.94 goals-against 
average and a .904 save percentage. 

Young King Cole: Rookie Cole Caufield picked up an assist in New 
Jersey as he continues to pile up the points since Martin St. Louis took 
over as head  coach. Caufield, who has a three-game points streak, has 
13 goals and 25 points in 21 games on St. Louis’s watch. He has 33 
points overall and is eighth in the NHL rookie scoring race after a frigid 
start. Caufield isn’t the only Canadiens rookie putting up points. Rem 
Pitlick, who scored his 13th goal of the season in New Jersey, is right 
behind Caufield in the rookie race with 30 points He has seven goals and 
12 assists in 30 games since the Canadiens claimed him off waivers from 
the Minnesota Wild in early January. 

A Hart for Huberdeau? The speculation about the Hart Trophy has 
revolved around Auston Matthews, Connor McDavid and New York 
Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin, but there’s a case to be made for 
Jonathan Huberdeau. The 28-year-old from St-Jérôme is having a career 
season with 90 points, including an NHL-best 69 assists. He’s third in the 
NHL scoring race, seven points behind McDavid, and the Panthers have 
the second-best record in the NHL behind Colorado. There’s no shortage 
of 20-goal scorers on the Florida roster. Aleksander Barkov leads the 
way with 28, followed by Anthony Duclair (26), Sam Bennett (25), Sam 
Reinhart (24) and Huberdeau and Carter Verhaeghe with 21 each. Aaron 
Ekblad is among the top-scoring defencemen in the NHL with a team-
record 57 point but he’s out with a knee injury suffered March 19 in 
Anaheim. 
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Tuesday's Wild-Philadelphia game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

GAME RECAP 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Marc-Andre Fleury, Wild: The goalie made 32 saves in his second win 
with the Wild. 

2. Joel Eriksson Ek, Wild: The center assisted on two goals, including the 
game-winner from Kirill Kaprizov. 

3. Frederick Gaudreau, Wild: The center also had two assists. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

3 Power-play goals by Kaprizov over his last three games. 

5 Points for Eriksson Ek during a four-game point streak. 

23 Goals for Kevin Fiala, which ties his career high. 
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Wild's win streak surges to seven in a row with 4-1 victory over Flyers 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

Flower shops might become popular stops on the way to Wild games. 

Another win by Marc-Andre Fleury in his second start with the team 
equaled more bouquets on the ice to honor the goaltender dubbed 
"Flower" after a 4-1 dusting of the Flyers on Tuesday in front of 17,874 at 
Xcel Energy Center for the Wild's seventh consecutive victory. 

"Probably put them in my hotel room," Fleury said. "Some plants in there 
might be nice." 

Fleury picked up 32 saves, including 16 in the third period, to improve to 
2-0 with the Wild since a March 21 trade from Chicago. 

In front of his crease, 10 different players earned at least a point for the 
Wild, with Joel Eriksson Ek and Frederick Gaudreau boasting two apiece. 
Kirill Kaprizov is one point away from tying Marian Gaborik's 83 for the 
most in a Wild season after scoring his 37th goal to record his 82nd 
point. 

"We're rolling right now, all four lines, the defensemen, both the 
goaltenders," winger Kevin Fiala said. "Everyone's on board." 

As for the win streak, it's the second longest of the season for the Wild, 
trailing only an eight-game run from Nov. 24 to Dec. 9. Not only are the 
seven consecutive victories at home a season high, but the Wild became 
only the fifth team in NHL history to post seven wins in a homestand of at 
least nine games; this franchise-long stay concludes Thursday vs. the 
Penguins. 

Overall, the Wild is 9-1-1 over its past 11 to sit second in the Central 
Division with a four-point lead over No. 3 Nashville. 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

"I like where we're at, the way that the four lines contribute in their own 
way," said Fleury, who mentioned being more relaxed than his debut on 
Saturday in the 3-2 overtime win against the Blue Jackets. "Guys 
blocking shots. The special teams are doing well. Playing with some 
pace. Some good body checks all over the ice. Some grit. I think it's all 
things you need in the playoffs." 

Matt Dumba opened the scoring 14 minutes, 29 seconds into the first 
period, a tic-tac-toe sequence after slick passes by Gaudreau and Matt 
Boldy. 

That lead doubled at 16:23 when Kaprizov flung in his fifth goal over the 
past four games, a tear that's yielded a power-play marker in three 
consecutive games. 

Aside from being on the brink of the single-season points record, 
Kaprizov is five goals and five assists away from becoming the leader of 
those categories as well. His 13 goals in March have also tied the 
franchise record for most in a month. 

"The points, they add up really fast for him," Gaudreau said. 
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More of the same happened in the second where Jordan Greenway 
capitalized only 1:35 into the period, backhanding in a rebound from an 
Eriksson Ek shot. That was Eriksson Ek's fifth point during a four-game 
point streak. 

Later, Kaprizov scored again — a finish that would have tied Gaborik's 
record — but the goal was immediately waved off because of contact 
with Flyers goalie Martin Jones. The Wild considered challenging the 
play but didn't after seeing Ryan Hartman's skate bump Jones. 

"We figured we were in a good place to just keep moving forward like we 
were," coach Dean Evason said. 

BOXSCORE: Wild 4, Philadelphia 1 

The Wild did eventually get to 4-0, on a rising shot by Fiala from the 
corner during a delayed penalty at 18:49 that extended his point streak to 
four games and tied his career high in goals at 23. 

Jones made 33 saves for the Flyers, who spoiled Fleury's shutout bid 
4:21 into the third period when Morgan Frost scored on Philadelphia's 
only power-play goal in four tries; the Wild was 1-for-3. 

But Fleury was perfect the rest of the way, even revealing his trademark 
flashy style by nipping a James van Riemsdyk shot with a windmill glove. 

"When you make those saves," Fleury said, "diving around and stuff, 
those are the most fun." 
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Cates makes his crazy journey from UMD to Olympics to Flyers 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

What are only pipe dreams for some, Noah Cates experienced in only a 
few months. 

Since the calendar flipped to 2022, the Stillwater native has competed for 
the United States at the Beijing Olympics and wrapped up a successful 
stint with Minnesota Duluth that included a national championship in 
2019 and pair of seasons as captain. 

Now, Cates has graduated to the NHL after signing with the Flyers. 

And the forward's first game? In front of family and friends on Tuesday at 
Xcel Energy Center against the Wild. 

"I think more after this season, I'll take some time and reflect and 
decompress a little bit," said Cates, a fifth-round draft pick by 
Philadelphia in 2017. "It's been really crazy and a lot. But this is what you 
live for. I'm young. I'm ready. It's kind of what you dream of. You can't 
complain." 

Only days ago, Cates was still suiting up for the Bulldogs. 

But after UMD was eliminated by Denver on Saturday in an NCAA 
regional final to miss out on a fifth consecutive trip to the Frozen Four, 
Cates signed a two-year, entry-level contract with the Flyers on Sunday 
— this after he played four games at the Olympics where he scored a 
goal as an alternate captain. 

"Obviously kind of a whirlwind," said Cates, who was expecting his UMD 
teammates to be at Xcel Energy Center for his NHL debut. "It happened 
pretty quick. Obviously disappointing that my four years at Duluth are 
over. It was an awesome four years with all the memories and people up 
there that are so special to me. Just closing the page pretty quickly 
coming down here, it made it — not going to say hurt any less — but I 
kind of turned the page a little quicker. That was kind of nice." 

Philadelphia connections 

Cates' brother, Jackson, is also signed by Philadelphia and has split time 
this season between the American Hockey League and NHL, logging 11 
games with the Flyers. 

And Philadelphia interim coach and former Wild bench boss Mike Yeo's 
son Kyler played with Cates when Cates was a teenager on the 
Minnesota Icemen. 

"It's making me feel really old," Yeo said. "At that time, and I think it was 
probably something that helped him, he was a small player and when 
you're a small player, you look at a guy like [Wild defenseman] Jared 
Spurgeon and how he has to think his way around the ice and what 
makes him such a high hockey sense player is because his whole life, he 
was like that. 

"Noah was like that when he was younger, and now he's got the bonus of 
being about 6-2, even though he was forced to think the game at such a 
high level. That's what I remember about him. He was the kind of guy you 
could play with top players or against top players. Even at a young age, 
he played a very mature game." 

Hentges signs 

The Wild signed forward Sam Hentges to a two-year, entry-level contract 
that begins next season. 

Hentges just finished his college career with St. Cloud State after racking 
up 12 goals and 10 assists in 20 games as a senior. Overall, in four 
seasons with the Huskies, Hentges totaled 37 goals and 46 assists for 83 
points. 

A native of New Brighton, the 22-year-old also played for the United 
States at the Winter Olympics. Hentges was drafted in the seventh 
round, No. 210, by the Wild in 2018. 
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Marc-Andre Fleury back in net for Wild; St. Cloud State's Sam Hentges 
signs 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

Marc-Andre Fleury is scheduled to be in net on Tuesday night when the 
Wild vies for a seventh straight win at Xcel Energy Center against the 
Flyers. 

That's the only lineup change the Wild is making after a 3-2 overtime 
victory over the Avalanche on Sunday; defensemen Alex Goligoski and 
Jordie Benn and forwards Nick Bjugstad and Connor Dewar remain the 
scratches. 

This will be Fleury's second start with the Wild; he won his debut on 
Saturday, 3-2 in overtime vs. the Blue Jackets. Fleury's 30 career wins 
against Philadelphia are the most of any active goalie. 

"They're going to play free, and we can't," Wild coach Dean Evason said 
of the Flyers, who suffered a 5-4 loss to the Wild on March 3. "We can't 
afford to do that. One, we can't afford to do that because we don't want to 
get in any type of bad habits. And two, past has shown that that's not 
how our hockey club has success." 

Cates to debut 

For Philadelphia, former Minnesota Duluth captain Noah Cates is set to 
make his NHL debut after signing with the team on Sunday. 
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The Stillwater native said he has "a ton" of family and friends coming to 
the game, including his teammates from Minnesota Duluth. 

"Gotta maybe tone it down a little bit," Cates said. "Not get too amped out 
there. Just play my game, play smart, gain the trust of teammates and 
coaches. From this point on now, my professional career is starting and I 
think that's a huge thing with having a long career is gaining the trust of 
teammates and coaches and being a reliable guy from here on out." 

Hentges signed 

The Wild also announced the signing of Sam Hentges, a St. Cloud State 
forward who, like Cates, was on the U.S. Olympic team. His two-year 
deal will start next season. 

In four years with the Huskies, Hentges had 37 goals and 46 assists. The 
New Brighton native was a seventh-round (210th overall) pick in 2018 

Projected lineup: 

Kirill Kaprizov-Ryan Hartman-Mats Zuccarello 

Jordan Greenway-Joel Eriksson Ek-Marcus Foligno 

Kevin Fiala-Frederick Gaudreau-Matt Boldy 

Nic Deslauriers-Tyson Jost-Brandon Duhaime 

Jake Middleton-Jared Spurgeon 

Jonas Brodin-Matt Dumba 

Jon Merrill-Dmitry Kulikov 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

Key numbers: 

3: Winning streaks of at least six games this season for the Wild. 

4: Goals by winger Kirill Kaprizov over his past three games. 

4-2:Record for the Wild against the Flyers in their last six matchups. 

13: Points for center Ryan Hartman over his past 13 contests. 

8-1-1: Run by the Wild over its last 10 games. 

About the Flyers: 

Philadelphia is finishing up a five-game road trip in which it's 1-3. Last 
game, the Flyers fell 5-4 to the Predators. Overall, they're 3-6-1 in their 
last 10 games. Winger Cam Atkinson leads the team in goals with 23 and 
points (50). Over his last 34 games, Atkinson has racked up 30 of those 
points. 
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Wild flex their muscles in dominant 4-1 win over Flyers 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 

Wild coach Dean Evason knows the Philadelphia Flyers have absolutely 
nothing to lose at this point. 

They are among the worst teams in the league, and with the fate of this 
season already decided, they seem focused on getting young players 
reps at the NHL level. 

Because of that, Evason theorized that the Wild were going to face a 
very loose group on Tuesday night at Xcel Energy Center, with the Flyers 
running and gunning trying to put up goals. 

“We can’t afford to do that,” Evason said. “We don’t want to get in any 
type of bad habits, and the past has shown that that’s not how our 
hockey club has success. We don’t run and gun.” 

While the Wild certainly have players that can score — Kirill Kaprizov is 
now up to 82 points and within a point of tying Marian Gaborik’s single-
season franchise record — Evason noted that most of the scoring 
chances come from playing responsible up and down the ice. 

That proved to be the case on this particular night as the Wild took care 
of business in their own end, parlayed that into offense the other way, 
and coasted to a 4-1 win. 

“The most important thing was to stay true to our identity and not start 
cheating the game,” said Freddy Gaudreau, who had a pair of assists in 
the game. “I think overall we did a pretty good job of that.” 

Indeed. Not only did the Wild dominate offensively, scoring with relative 
ease, maybe more impressive was how they played defensively in front 
of Marc-Andre Fleury. Speaking of Fleury, he recorded his second win 
with the Wild, making a couple of acrobatic saves in the final 20 minutes 
to bring the announced crowd of 17,874 to their feet. 

“Yeah, I like those,” Fleury said with a smile. “I don’t know. Since I was a 
kid I always loved playing goalie. When I make those saves, diving 
around and stuff, those are the most fun.” 

The game was never in doubt as Matt Dumba put the Wild in front 1-0 in 
the first period, finishing off a pretty feed from Matt Boldy. A couple of 
minutes later, Kaprizov ripped a shot into the back of the net to make it 2-
0, pulling closer to Gaborik in the process. 

Though that was already enough goal support for Fleury between the 
pipes, Jordan Greenway got in on the scoring action early in the second 
period, pounding home a rebound to stretch the lead to 3-0. For good 
measure, Kevin Fiala made it 4-0 late in second period on a wide-angled 
shot, swinging his stick so hard that he actually fell down. 

“I just tried to get open,” said Fiala, who noted that he has seen Tampa 
Bay Lightning star Steven Stamkos score from that angle. “I practice it 
sometimes. Yeah. It worked out, so it was good.” 

With the game well in hand in the third period, the Wild shifted into cruise 
control, and Fleury’s acrobatic saves proved to be the lone highlight. 

“Just great to have him here,” said Fiala, who gave Fleury a pat on the 
back after his highlight-reel sequence. “We’ve seen it on the other side. 
We’ve seen those saves for many years.” 

If it weren’t for a wonky bounce in front, Fleury might’ve had a shutout. 
Instead, Morgan Frost scored for the Flyers early in the third period cut 
the deficit to 4-1. 

Not that it took away from how dominant the Wild on this particular night. 
They have now won seven straight games and continue to round into 
form with the playoffs right around the corner. 

“It’s good to build that confidence,” Gaudreau said. “We’ve just got to 
bring it every single day whether we play the first team in the league or 
teams that are maybe not in the playoffs. I think that’s the biggest 
challenge. Just stay true to who we really are.” 
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Stillwater native Noah Cates making NHL debut with Mike Yeo as his 
coach 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 30, 2022 

 

Stillwater native Noah Cates remembers thinking his buddy Kyler Yeo 
had “the coolest dad” back when they were teenagers. If the last name 
wasn’t a big enough giveaway, yes, he was talking about former Wild 
coach Mike Yeo. 

When the Wild were off during the summers, Yeo would frequent youth 
hockey games, often met with fanfare from some of his son’s teammates. 

“It was always cool when he came to the games,” Cates said with a 
smile. “It was fun memories back in the summer playing with Kyler and all 
those guys.” 

That relationship came full circle on Tuesday night at the Xcel Energy 
Center, with Cates set to make his NHL debut for the Philadelphia Flyers, 
and Yeo behind the bench as the Flyers’ interim coach. 

Cates, 23, signed an entry-level contract with the Flyers on Sunday 
afternoon, less than 24 hours after his Minnesota Duluth team bowed out 
of the NCAA Tournament. 

“It happened pretty quick,” Cates said. “Obviously disappointing that my 
four years at Duluth are over. It was an awesome four years with all the 
memories and people up there that are so special to me.” 

While signing his entry-level contract didn’t necessarily ease the pain of 
bowing out of the NCAA Tournament, Cates said it did force him to turn 
the page pretty quickly. He didn’t have time to sulk. Not with his NHL 
debut on the horizon. 

The fact that the milestone moment comes at the Xcel Energy Center is 
all too fitting. 

The building served as a backdrop for a memorable state tournament 
appearance when Cates was in high school, as well as an unforgettable 
NCAA championship when he was in college. On top of that, Cates 
remembers attending a ton of Wild games as a youth, noting that Zach 
Parise was his favorite player. 

“Just always in this building with family and friends watching games,” 
said Cates, who starred for the Stillwater High School boys hockey team. 
“There were a ton of fun nights out in that crowd. Now being on the ice 
pretty special.” 

To make the night even more special for Cates, many of his college 
teammates made the drive to St. Paul for the game. It was a chance for 
him to say goodbye once more after leaving so abruptly following the loss 
over the weekend. 

“That’s obviously really special that they are finding their way down,” 
Cates said. “Obviously really excited about that.” 

As for the game itself, while Cates knew he was going to be charged up 
for his NHL debut, he was focused on not trying to do too much. 

“Just play my game,” Cates said. “I think a huge thing with having a long 
career is gaining the trust of teammates and coaches and being a 
reliable guy from here on out.” 

Meanwhile, the man behind the Flyers bench couldn’t believe he was 
coaching his son’s former teammate. 

“It’s weird,” Yeo said. “It’s making me feel really old.” 

Made aware of the fact that Cates referred to him as “the coolest dad” 
once upon a time, Yeo quipped, “Hopefully I’m the coolest coach now.” 
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‘It's pure instinct’: Marc-Andre Fleury has his new Wild teammates 
impressed after highlight save, flower-worthy win 

 

Judd Zulgad, Michael Russo 

 

Flower shop proprietors in the Twin Cities might be almost as happy as 
the Wild to have Marc-Andre Fleury stopping pucks in Minnesota these 
days. 

After Fleury made his Wild debut Saturday with a victory over the Blue 
Jackets, and then picked up a single bouquet from the ice upon being 
named one of the game’s three stars, the veteran goalie gathered up 
multiple bouquets and a single red rose as the first star after a 32-save 
performance in a 4-1 victory over the Flyers on Tuesday night at Xcel 
Energy Center. 

“Like I said last time, it still feels like a figure skater picking up those 
flowers,” said Fleury, who was acquired by the Wild on March 21 at the 
trade deadline from Chicago. “Obviously it’s very nice of the people. They 
don’t need to waste money on flowers. It’s OK.” 

Waste money? The Wild faithful will be more than happy if showering the 
future Hall of Fame goaltender with bouquets and roses becomes a 
regular thing during a deep playoff run for a team that hasn’t made one 
since 2003. 

The once-struggling Wild are starting to appear capable of such a run, 
currently on an NHL-best seven-game winning streak that comes with 17 
games remaining in the regular season. They are 7-1-0 on a nine-game 
homestand that will conclude Thursday against Fleury’s longtime team, 
the Penguins, and are 9-1-1 in their past 11. The 2-6 stretch that came 
before is long forgotten. 

Part of the team’s confidence comes from the fact the once struggling 
Cam Talbot has been phenomenal in goal — he has won eight 
consecutive starts — and Fleury has managed to escape the bottom-
feeding Blackhawks and find a fresh start in Minnesota. 

The 37-year-old is playing behind one of the Western Conference’s best 
teams — the Wild’s 86 points are the third most in the conference and 
put them second in the Central Division — and he’s doing it with The 
Fleury Flair in which acrobatic saves are the norm. 

Fleury made two such stops in the third period Tuesday on back-to-back 
chances by the Flyers’ James van Riemsdyk. A delayed penalty was 
coming on the Wild, when the sprawling Fleury stopped a van Riemsdyk 
shot and then, on the rebound, somehow appeared to get a glove on a 
follow up to keep the Wild up by three. The only goal Fleury gave up 
came early in the third period with the Flyers on a power play, when Wild 
defenseman Jared Spurgeon attempted to clear the puck from in front 
but had it hit a player and bounce onto Morgan Frost’s stick. 

“Just a great athlete, you know?” Wild winger Kevin Fiala said of Fleury. 
“Saves like that we saw today, he just makes on pure instinct. He just … I 
don’t know, I’m not a goalie, so you’d have to ask him — but I think he 
doesn’t really think, he just plays because everything happens so fast. 
It’s pure instinct, and he makes great saves like the glove save. I think it’s 
cool.” 

Omg, he did the thing   #mnwild pic.twitter.com/0iaHj3D23W 

— Minnesota Wild (@mnwild) March 30, 2022 

Fleury, who is from Sorel, Quebec, and grew up watching Patrick Roy 
and Martin Brodeur, said his style comes in part from those Hall of Fame 
goalies. “Since I was a kid, I always loved playing goalie,” he said. “When 
you make those saves, diving around and stuff, those are the most fun. 
It’s a lot of fun doing them. … Growing up, I was always Brodeur and 
Roy. I think Roy was more butterfly, but he could still do those once in a 
while. Brodeur I thought was more unpredictable. He would play the 
glove, two-pad stack once in a while, pokecheck. I always have fun doing 
it. Maybe I do it less than I used to. But I still like it.” 

So did the 17,874 who witnessed Fleury’s acrobatics Tuesday. Fleury 
wasn’t the only newcomer to contribute to the cause. Fourth-line winger 
Nicolas Deslauriers engaged in a heavyweight fight with Flyers 
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defenseman Nick Seeler in the first period. Deslauriers, acquired from 
the Ducks for his toughness a couple of days before the deadline, did not 
disappoint in his 11th fight of the season and first as a member of the 
Wild. 

Deslauriers ended up with a scraped-up and bloody nose, but he also 
delivered a series of rights in rapid fashion on Seeler. “It was a great 
fight,” Wild coach Dean Evason said. “We don’t see those obviously, and 
he’s game and it was a great fight. Old school.” 

After three consecutive overtime victories, including a measuring-stick 
one over the first-place Avalanche on Sunday, the Wild were facing a 
Flyers team that had little to play for and was eliminated from the playoff 
chase with its loss Tuesday. The Wild played a strong game overall, 
taking a 2-0 first-period lead on goals by Matt Dumba and Kirill Kaprizov 
and extending the lead to four as Jordan Greenway and Fiala scored in 
the second period. Fiala’s 23rd goal of the season came with a delayed 
penalty called on the Flyers and beat goalie Martin Jones on a short-side 
shot that came from a 90-degree angle. 

Kaprizov’s goal was his 37th of the season and put him one point from 
tying Marian Gaborik’s single-season team record of 83 points. Kaprizov 
appeared to tie that record, and also pull within four goals of the Wild’s 
single-season mark of 42 goals (shared by Gaborik and Eric Staal), but 
his goal at 3:05 of the second period was nullified after it was ruled 
center Ryan Hartman had interfered with Jones. Replays showed that 
Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim had caused contact with Hartman 
and his goalie, but Evason did not challenge the goal. 

“We considered it,” Evason said. “He definitely gets pushed in and his 
right skate is stopping and his left skate gets swung around and clips 
him. If both skates were stopping, we probably would have, but because 
it gets swung around and it kind of kicks his skate out, that’s the only 
reason we didn’t. But we did debate it. The refs gave us lots of time to 
chat about it. Ultimately, it’s 3-0. … We figured we were in a good place 
to just keep moving forward like we were.” 

Hartman is definitely driven in https://t.co/sxM5lIGr4S 
pic.twitter.com/yn0d98hfSe 

— CJ Fogler AKA Perc70 #BlackLivesMatter (@cjzero) March 30, 2022 

Evason and his players talked after the victory about not cheating the 
game playing against a Flyers team that is completing a tough season. 
“We talked about it before the game — they had nothing to play for kind 
of and so they play loose, no pressure,” Fiala said. “Teams like that beat 
playoff teams, and we didn’t want to be one of them that loses those 
games.” 

The Wild did get a scare near the end of the game when winger Marcus 
Foligno delivered an open-ice hit on Owen Tippett. Foligno grabbed his 
hand and wrist area and headed for the locker room, but Evason said he 
would be fine. 

Fleury, meanwhile, collected his 31st career win against the Flyers, the 
most of any active goalie in the league and the third most of any goalie in 
NHL history since the Flyers entered the NHL in 1967, behind Brodeur 
(50) and Henrik Lundqvist (35). 

Fleury only had to make 16 saves in the first two periods, including four 
in the second, before getting substantial work in the third. A few weeks 
ago, Fleury was on a team like the Flyers, one that was hopelessly out of 
the playoff picture, but Tuesday he found himself a key part of a team 
with playoff aspirations. 

“Obviously I loved my time in Chicago and loved the guys in the room,” 
he said when asked about the change. “Everybody tried hard. I wish I 
would’ve been better for them and be in the race for playoffs with them. It 
didn’t happen and I have this opportunity to be here in Minny with this 
very talented team. Just try to make the most out of it. It’s fun. Winning is 
a lot of fun. That’s why I love playing. You get a good feeling inside when 
you win games.” 

Fleury was set to head back to his temporary home, a hotel room, after 
the win but at least he would have some company. The Flower wasn’t 
going to leave his new flowers behind. 

“Probably put them in my hotel room,” he said. “Some plants in there 
might be nice.” 

Fitting since everything is coming up roses so far for the Wild’s big trade 
deadline acquisition. 
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'A nice fresh start’ for Tyson Jost: After trade ‘whirlwind,’ the former 
Avalanche forward is settling in with the Wild 

 

Peter Baugh 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Tyson Jost wasn’t expecting a trade, but when he 
saw Joe Sakic’s name pop up on his phone March 15, he knew 
something was happening. Sure enough, the Avalanche general 
manager told him he was off to Minnesota, where he’d join the rival Wild. 

“Kind of a whirlwind from there,” Jost said in an interview with The 
Athletic ahead of Sunday’s Colorado-Minnesota game. 

Jost didn’t fully grasp the reality of his situation until another phone call, 
which came shortly after Sakic’s. Avalanche forward Gabriel Landeskog, 
Jost’s captain since he debuted in March 2017, wanted to say goodbye. 

“That was really tough; I was like, ‘Holy smokes,’” said Jost, who was 
traded for Nico Sturm. “That was where the emotions kind of hit. ‘Oh, this 
is going to suck.’” 

But it hasn’t sucked. Jost has fit right in with Minnesota, and the Wild 
have won all six games of their games since his arrival. He didn’t have to 
go to a team out of the playoff contention — the Wild trail only Colorado 
and Calgary in the Western Conference standings — and the 24-year-old 
sees an opportunity to seize more of an offensive role than he had with 
the Avalanche. He called the move “a nice fresh start.” 

Colorado picked Jost 10th overall in the 2016 Draft. He averaged more 
than a point per game in one season at North Dakota, then turned pro. 
Though he didn’t develop offensively in Denver the way both he and the 
Avalanche had hoped, the team could have done far worse with a high 
first-round pick. Jost ranks 15th in his draft class in scoring and 10th in 
games played (327), developing into a reliable bottom-six forward and 
penalty killer. He averaged a Game Score Value Added of 0.5 in the 
three seasons leading into 2021-22. 

But Jost saw his role diminish this season. He averaged only 12:49 of ice 
time, lower than all but one of his previous seasons with the team (12:46 
in 2019-20). In his final five games with the team, he averaged only 8:27. 

“It is what it is, and that’s one of the reasons I’m happy to be here, too: I 
get some more opportunities to be able to play and showcase myself,” he 
said. “(Not playing much) wasn’t fun. There were hard nights where I was 
definitely down on myself and wasn’t feeling too happy.” 

Jost doesn’t hold any hard feelings toward Sakic or coach Jared Bednar, 
saying he has “a lot of respect for both those guys.” It’s clear those 
feelings were mutual. Sakic made a point to thank Jost in his post-trade 
statement, and Bednar noted it was hard seeing him go, considering he 
was one of the players left from his first season as coach. 

“I, like everyone else in our locker room and our organization, have a ton 
of respect for Josty,” Bednar said. “Never once in my whole time with 
Josty did I ever doubt his care or try. I think he’s a perfect teammate 
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when it comes to that: He’s willing to do whatever it takes to help the 
team, regardless of role.” 

Added rookie Alex Newhook: “I don’t have enough good things to say 
about Josty. He was one of the most welcoming guys I could’ve 
imagined. He took me in, showed me the ropes. … He kind of went 
through the same path as me and was a guy I looked up to.” 

Jost’s dedication showed to the very end, playing through a broken jaw 
for his final four games with the club. But Colorado is in a win-now 
window, and Sakic saw the opportunity to add size and faceoff ability in 
Sturm. Perhaps Jost has more long-term potential, especially if he finds 
his scoring touch and can move up the lineup — he started on the fourth 
line in Minnesota with “a chance in due time to elevate into a more 
offensive role” — but the 6-foot-3 Sturm is better equipped to play in a 
grinding fourth-line role, which is what the Avalanche wanted. 

“(Leaving) was definitely emotional,” Jost said. “I was in Colorado for a 
long time, and a lot of my best friends are over there. … You don’t really 
get to realize what’s going on either. Everything is happening so quick. 
It’s the third or fourth day when it really hits you.” 

In the meantime, there was the matter of moving to a new city and tying 
up loose ends in the old one. 

“The new guys on the Avs are asking to rent my place,” Jost laughed. 
“I’m trying to figure that out. I have no idea what I’m going to do. I’m still 
trying to move furniture and stuff like that.” 

Wild general manager Bill Guerin was the first person from Minnesota to 
reach out to Jost — “he’s serious, intense, cares about his players. I 
noticed that right away,” Jost said — and he felt instantly welcomed into 
the dressing room. Ahead of his first game, he read the lineup card, 
screaming each name in a contorted voice as his new teammates 
laughed and cheered. 

If Jost needed time to feel at home, he didn’t show it. 

Since arriving in Minnesota, he has been impressed with his new 
teammates. He’s excited to play with Marc-Andre Fleury, whom he calls 
a legend, and has been blown away watching Kirill Kaprizov on a daily 
basis. 

“The stuff he does is just insane,” Jost said. “I knew he was really, really 
good, but he’s amazing. He’s such a high-end talent. 

Jost didn’t get to see his Avalanche teammates after the trade until 
Sunday’s game. He had to rush out of Los Angeles, where the Avalanche 
were playing the night of the trade, and onto a Minnesota-bound flight. 
Goodbyes were contained to texts and phone calls. Jost couldn’t get 
dinner with his former teammates when they came to Minnesota, either, 
because the Wild played Columbus on Saturday and Colorado flew 
straight to Calgary after the game. 

“We were texting, ‘What are the chances of that?’” he said. 

He said he was excited to play the Avalanche, though, and he found 
himself involved in a key play late in the third period. As he skated toward 
the corner, Erik Johnson shoved him from behind, and the referee called 
a cross-checking penalty, much to the frustration of Colorado’s players 
and coaches. With Johnson in the box, the Wild started overtime on a 
power play, and Kevin Fiala won the game with a four-on-three goal. 

After the game, a victorious Jost got to catch up with former teammates. 
There’s plenty of love still there, and that extends to Avalanche fans, too. 

“One thing for sure is I had a pretty big bond with a lot of my fans, and 
everybody knows I’m a pretty personable person,” he said. “(They 
welcomed) me into Colorado when I was 18, 19 years old, making it feel 
like home. And it really was.” 
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Line change, tying goal help Sabres winger Alex Tuch relieve some of his 
pressure 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

6-7 minutes 

 

CHICAGO – For at least one prominent player, the Buffalo Sabres' magic 
March has not been much fun. That finally changed Monday in the 
madness of the team's historic comeback in United Center. 

Winger Alex Tuch snapped an 18-game goal drought with someone 
guarding the net, and it was a huge one: The tying tally off a Victor 
Olofsson feed with 2:14 left in the 6-5 rally past the Blackhawks. 

Until that play, the only goal Tuch had scored since Feb. 15 was his 
dramatic empty-net goal March 10 against Vegas, when he stole the 
puck from Jack Eichel and clinched Buffalo's 3-1 victory. 

Tuch had 45 shots on goal in those 18 games that failed to find the net 
and was stuck on seven goals since the Eichel play. 

"It's been a bit for sure. It's actually been even longer since I scored on a 
goalie," Tuch joked after Monday's game. "So obviously when it's not 
going your way, sometimes you're gripping your stick a little bit more. I 
was just trying to get it on net. There was an unbelievable play by (Casey 
Mittelstadt), just as nice of a pass if not better by 'Olli' (Olofsson). I don't 
know how he saw me. He said he must have heard me or something, put 
it right on my tape. So it's a great play by both of them. Yeah, that one 
felt good." 

Tuch has 28 points in 35 games since joining the Sabres from Vegas 
(nine goals, 19 assists). But he has cooled considerably after a hot start 
that saw him pile up seven goals and 20 points in his first 19 games.  

Tuch flubbed a great chance high over the net in the first period on a 3-
on-1 break Monday but made no mistake in crunch time, driving the net 
hard and chipping the Olofsson pass over Hawks goalie Kevin Lankinen 
to get Buffalo even at 5-5. 

"It was huge," said center Tage Thompson. "'Tuchy' works his butt off 
every every game and you know for him to get rewarded, the way he's 
been snake-bitten the past few games, I think everyone could see it on 
the bench there that everyone's jumping up and down." 

Tuch has been a mainstay on the top line with Thompson and Jeff 
Skinner, but coach Don Granato broke them up for the second time in 
three games as they've been having defensive troubles.  

"We tweaked lines again today, and I thought that was really good of our 
guys," Granato said. "We kind of got them out of their own head trying to 
be perfect and they just went to work harder." 

Granato said the switch was particularly helpful to Tuch, who was 
immediately looser playing with Zemgus Girgensons and former Vegas 
teammate Cody Eakin. 

"Totally different," Granato said of Tuch. "Everybody has come to know 
Tuch is a guy that cares. And he cares about lots of things. He cares 
about everything. That's his nature. Jumping to a different line snapped 
him out of any worry and concern of things weren't going well on one line 
and the chemistry wasn't there. His compete and work ethic just 
elevated, and he was a force from that point." 

The Sabres improved to 8-3-2 in March, and their 18 points in the month 
were two behind NHL leader Calgary (9-3-2) entering Wednesday. The 
Sabres' .692 points percentage was tied with the New York Rangers for 
fifth in the league. 

It's hard to break up a winning combination. Granato might be inclined to 
stay with his new lines when the Sabres return to the ice Wednesday 
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night to host the Winnipeg Jets in KeyBank Center. The team was off 
Tuesday. 

Kyle Okposo left Eakin's line and joined Dylan Cozens and Peyton Krebs. 
Vinnie Hinostroza, who left the Cozens line and took Tuch's spot with 
Thompson and Skinner, also scored a tying goal in the third period to 
make the score 4-4. 

"My message to the team after was you get consumed and frustrated by 
perfection and we have to disregard that," Granato said. "When you win 
championships, these teams that win, they do it in imperfect situations. 
And we need to learn to accept that things aren't going to be perfect. 
Sometimes they're going to be really ugly. But you can't lose your 
compete and work ethic." 

"There was no hanging our heads, there was no feeling sorry for 
ourselves," Tuch said. "It was just ''Hey, you know what? it didn't go our 
way. Let's just work on one goal at a time, one shift at a time.' Kind of 
that one-shift-at-a-time mentality, I think that really helped our group." 
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Watch now: Blackhawks goaltender smashes stick to pieces after 
Sabres' winning goal 

 

Staff Report 

 

Chicago Blackhawks goaltender Kevin Lankinen deflects the puck with 
his pad during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the 
Buffalo Sabres Monday, March 28, 2022, in Chicago.  

The Sabres wiped out a four-goal deficit and pulled out a stunning 6-5 
win over the Chicago Blackhawks on Tage Thompson's power-play goal 
with 11.3 seconds left Monday night in Chicago. But don't think for a 
second that was an ordinary man-advantage tally. 

Thompson took a pass from Rasmus Dahlin and was trying a one-timer 
from the left circle but his stick blew up on the shot, leaving the puck to 
slide apparently harmlessly to the end boards. 

Thompson whirled and sprinted toward the bench for a new stick while 
everyone in the building watched in shock as the puck pinballed off the 
boards, hit Chicago goalie Kevin Lankinen in the back of the skate and 
dribbled over the goal line for Thompson's team-high 28th of the season. 

It was a frustrating night for the Blackhawks, who blew a 4-0 lead, just 
two days after blowing a 3-0 lead in an overtime loss to Vegas. 

That angst was no clearer than on the reaction to the winning goal by 
Blackhawks goaltender Kevin Lankinen as seen in the video below: 

For more on the Sabres win in Chicago, The News Mike Harrington was 
at United Center. You can read his observations here. 
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Win in Chicago makes list as one of the top four comebacks in Sabres 
history 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

Buffalo Sabres' Victor Olofsson, right, celebrates his goal with Kyle 
Okposo (21) and Peyton Krebs during the second period against the 
Chicago Blackhawks Monday, March 28, 2022, in Chicago.  

CHICAGO – Monday night's incredible comeback in the United Center 
that saw the Sabres erase a 4-0 deficit and rally for a 6-5 win over the 
Chicago Blackhawks marked the fourth time in their history the Sabres 
won a game when trailing by at least four goals. They had not pulled off 
the feat in more than 33 years. 

Here's a synopsis of the other games: 

Jan. 21, 1989 at Boston – Buffalo 6, Boston 5. A comeback similar to 
Monday. The Sabres trailed, 3-0, after one period and it was 4-0 midway 
through the second but they finally got their game together and tied it on 
Dave Andreychuk's goal with 7:47 left. They won it on Pierre Turgeon's 
second goal of the night at 3:58 of overtime. 

Feb. 25, 1983 vs. Boston – Buffalo 7, Boston 6. This is the only game the 
Sabres have won when trailing by five goals. The top comeback in 
franchise history saw Buffalo thrill Memorial Auditorium by scoring six 
unanswered goals to wipe out a 6-1 deficit. Mal Davis got the winning 
goal with 6:08 left in the third period after Andreychuk tied the game 43 
seconds earlier. 

March 10, 1976 at Pittsburgh – Buffalo 7, Pittsburgh 6 – Rick Kehoe's hat 
trick and Lowell MacDonald's two goals allowed the Penguins to score 
five goals in the second period to overcome a 2-1 deficit and take a 6-2 
lead through 40 minutes. It stayed that way more than halfway through 
the third as well. 

Then the Sabres stormed back. Goals in a 73-second span by Craig 
Ramsay (11:25), Jim Lorentz (11:44) and Rene Robert (12:38) pulled 
Buffalo within one. Gilbert Perreault tied it at 15:05 and then the French 
Connection won it in dramatic fashion with 21 seconds left as Perreault 
scored from Robert and Rick Martin. 
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LeBrun: NHL GMs agree to continue LTIR/playoff salary-cap talks, will 
propose changes to no-trade list filings 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-11 minutes 29/03/2022 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — If there’s one key takeaway from the LTIR/playoff 
cap discussion at the GMs meeting Tuesday, it’s that the discussion will 
be continued. 

Which is not nothing. Because if senior leadership at the NHL head office 
wanted it to go away, it could have killed it in the room Tuesday. 

It didn’t. 

“I think the feeling is, it hasn’t been a massive issue, but enough people 
in there feel that we should continue to monitor it,” veteran GM Ken 
Holland of the Edmonton Oilers said after the GMs meeting wrapped up. 

It was Holland, after discussing it over the past month with other GMs, 
who tabled the conversation about LTIR and the potential, one day, for a 
playoff salary cap of some sorts. 

He’s in favour of exploring the idea of a playoff cap. 

“I am, yeah. I certainly am,” Holland said. “First off, I’m one of 32. My 
feeling as a manager has always been that if you’ve got the majority of 
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the group feeling that we should look at something and I think that there’s 
enough interest in there that we want to continue to monitor it … we’re in 
a salary-cap world, you get into the playoffs and certainly you want the 
feeling to be that everybody is playing under a cap and that an injury 
can’t be an opportunity to build your team. 

“I think that was the discussion. We’re going to further discuss it in July in 
Montreal (at the draft). So, that’s where we’re at.” 

Holland has obvious support from other GMs on LTIR tweaks and a 
potential playoff cap. 

“If there had been no support in there, it would have died,” said Holland. 
“It’s not unanimous, but there were enough people talking to further 
monitor it and have more dialogue on it.” 

This isn’t about singling out the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning and their $98-million payroll from last year’s playoffs, the club 
able to use cap space from having Nikita Kuchverov on LTIR all regular 
season before he returned for Game 1 of the playoffs. 

Nobody is accusing Tampa of anything. The Bolts played within the 
existing rules. 

This is about some GMs wanting to tweak things if possible to better 
mirror the spirit of the CBA. And count Lightning GM Julien BriseBois as 
among those GMs open to potential changes on that front. 

“I’m certainly open to them,” BriseBois said after the meetings wrapped 
up. “Everything we do, we try to have the best system in place. And for 
the most part, I think we do. But it doesn’t mean that in any one area 
we’re perfect. That’s why we have these meetings. We’re always looking 
for ways to do things better.  … 

“If there are ways for us to improve upon the system, then I think we 
need to do that.” 

And I mean, it’s not like having your top offensive player on the shelf for 
an entire regular season is advisable. The Bolts were deep enough to 
survive without Kucherov, obviously. But it’s not like teams are lining up 
to play an entire regular season without their top player. 

“It can’t be a strategy,” said BriseBois. “You can’t plan it that way, and 
you shouldn’t plan it that way.” 

From a league perspective, commissioner Gary Bettman clearly doesn’t 
think this is a front-burner issue. But he’s also allowing for the discussion 
on it to continue. 

Which includes discussing it with the NHL Players’ Association. 

“Any change to the CBA obviously requires the approval of the Players’ 
Association,” Bettman said. “It was a good discussion because I believe 
overwhelmingly the view of the managers is one, this hasn’t been a 
problem for the last 17 years, this isn’t new. It’s more perceptional, 
nobody thinks it’s been abused. There are always adjustments that 
people would like to make to the collective bargaining agreement. 

“This is something that would be nice to adjust, to change the perception, 
but I don’t think it’s been viewed as being a problem. Because it hasn’t 
(been).” 

Added Bettman: “And overall, if you look at the system and how it’s held 
up over the last 17 years, despite the fact that agents and managers will 
sometimes try to get creative, the fact is the system works well. And 
there’s always little tweaks that you’d like to focus on. But none have 
risen to the level of, ‘Oh my word, that’s terrible abuse.’ That’s not 
reached that level.” 

Having said that, Bettman left the door open for potentially tweaking 
things depending on how the NHLPA feels about it. The commissioner 
was asked if there’s any appetite for a salary cap in the playoffs: 

“Well, as I said, we talk to the Players’ Association about the operation of 
the system on a regular basis,” Bettman responded. “You know, in some 
ideal world, maybe that would be a good change. But as (deputy 
commissioner) Bill (Daly) said, the roster situation is different in the 
playoffs (rosters expand). But it’s not anything that’s going to get 
addressed as a front-burner issue anytime soon.” 

While Tampa was in the LTIR crossfire last year, this season the team 
under the spotlight is Vegas. I asked Bettman if the league was satisfied 
with how Vegas has handled its LTIR situation to date: 

“Based on what I know about it at this point, yes,” said the commissioner. 

Daly later added that Vegas has been very transparent in its LTIR 
communication with the league and that the NHL has no issue with it. 

As Daly also explained last season when this flared up over Kucherov, 
the league keeps a close eye on each LTIR situation. 

“It’s no secret that around every trade deadline we reach out to the clubs 
and understand their injury situation and get a sense of projected dates 
of return,” Daly said. “And whenever the projected date of return and 
LTIR is being used and the projected date of return is around the 
playoffs, we look into it. We deal with the clubs, we get their medical 
records, we employ an independent medical expert … We’ve never had 
any issues that stemmed from that. But it’s a thorough process.” 

But again, this isn’t the end of this discussion. You get the feeling that if 
the NHLPA is receptive, there would be potential LTIR system changes 
on tap as early as next year. 

The NHLPA doesn’t have much to say on this at the moment other than a 
spokesperson said Tuesday that if/when the league proposes something, 
the NHLPA would be open to reviewing it. Which again, doesn’t 
necessarily mean it would be in favour of it. That remains to be seen. 

Either way, to be continued… 

No-trade lists 

As we predicted last week, the NHL has gone ahead and decided to 
propose a change on how no-trade lists are filed, as long as the NHLPA 
is on board. 

Stemming from the nixed Vegas-Anaheim trade last week when the 
league didn’t have Evgenii Dadonov’s no-trade list information, the 
league plans to have that information centrally registered from now on 
instead of it being a private matter between player agent and club only. 

“We’ve already had discussions with the Players’ Association about 
creating a requirement that all no-trade documentation gets filed 
simultaneously with Central Registry and the Players’ Association,” said 
Daly. “We’ve drafted a letter agreement which we’ll share with the 
Players’ Association probably later today. I expect a resolution. … I don’t 
anticipate it being a problem to getting to what we need.” 

The NHLPA confirmed Tuesday it has received the proposed changes 
from the NHL and was currently reviewing it. I suspect there will be a bit 
of back and forth between both sides, perhaps a few tweaks to what the 
league proposed, but in the end I think it’s going to happen. 

Once agreed, it would take into effect for all new contracts. 

“And then it will be a process of seeing if we can build a database with 
respect to existing contracts”’ Daly said. 

The deputy commissioner was asked what exactly happened which led 
to the Dadonov traded being reversed two days later. 

At the end of the day, Central Registry didn’t have a copy of the no-trade 
list. I’m not going to go beyond that. But that’s what happened,” Daly 
said. 

World Cup of Hockey format 

Daly updated GMs on plans for the next World Cup of Hockey in 2024. 

“Very preliminary plans at this point, we got to step it up because we’re a 
little bit behind already,” Daly said. 

Daly was in Paris last week, along with Mathieu Schneider from the 
NHLPA, meeting with the IIHF and member federations in planning for 
the next World Cup. 

Daly also confirmed Tuesday what had long been suspected, that the 
World Cup will revert back to a traditional field and won’t have a Team 
North America 23-and-under squad nor a Team Europe like we saw at 
the last World Cup in September 2016. 
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That will be disappointing to a lot of hockey fans who enjoyed watching 
the kids in 2016 but given that the NHL and NHLPA hope to have the 
World Cup on a more regular interval sandwiched around Olympic 
participation as well, the more traditional field makes more sense. 
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The 2022 NHL Draft ranking: Juraj Slafkovsky rises in Pronman's 
updated list 

 

Corey Pronman 

32-41 minutes 29/03/2022 

 

With the CHL Top Prospects Game in the rearview mirror, and the CHL 
playoffs and World U18s coming up shortly, it is time I update my 2022 
NHL Draft board. Since my last update, Juraj Slafkovsky had a fantastic 
Olympic tournament and has become a legitimate candidate to go right at 
the top of the draft. 

Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine is obviously a very significant 
event and its implications on hockey are trivial comparatively, but it likely 
will affect the draft. In discussions with team personnel over the last 
month, there’s been a wide range of opinions about how they think their 
team will approach selecting Russian players — from saying they won’t 
draft any Russians period, to saying the risk of getting visas will lower 
Russians significantly on their lists, to the situation in Ukraine not making 
a difference at all. The most common reply is: “We’ll see what the 
situation is in July,” which makes sense to me, so for the most part that is 
my approach to this list, but I did make some mild adjustments given the 
short-term visa risks at a minimum. 

The other big development has been potential top 5-10 pick Ivan 
Miroshnichenko being diagnosed with a serious illness that will keep him 
out of hockey for a long time. Trying to slot Miroshnichenko is an 
impossible exercise with the information I have, as that requires medical 
analysis far beyond any expertise I have. Prior to the diagnosis I felt he 
was a top five prospect, but I feel it’s impractical — and arguably 
unethical — to publicly discuss when and where would be the right time 
to pick him, even though teams obviously need to go through that 
exercise internally. Therefore, going forward Mirosnichenko will not be 
part of my rankings, though I will include my scouting report at the bottom 
of this list. 

The players here are placed in a tier showing their NHL projection, and 
for now I will only rank those I feel are in the upper echelon of the draft. 
Their skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete level are also given 
a grade, with their shot being given a grade if it’s notably good or poor. 
The grading scale for tools has six levels, so it could be interpreted as 1-
6, but it will be written out as poor, below NHL average, NHL average, 
above NHL average, high-end and elite. 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.5″ | 185 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Wright was the captain and a top player for a top OHL team 
In Kingston. He was a top-six center for Canada’s U20 team at the World 
Juniors. He scored 9 goals and 14 points in 5 games at the U18 worlds 
as a U17 player leading Canada to gold. He was granted exceptional 
status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old where he scored 39 goals and 
66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is the top prospect in the 2022 NHL Draft but that 
margin has decreased over the course of the season. He’s a very well-
rounded center who has no noticeable flaw in his skill set but he also 
does not have a ton about his game that gets you overly excited. He can 
skate and handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s game translates 
because of his compete level and direct style of play. He takes pucks to 
the net and plays with pace. He can pull up to make a tough pass but can 
take pucks to the interior too. His shot is very good, showing the ability to 
pick corners from long-range consistently. Off the puck, he’s competitive 
and responsible, showing maturity beyond his years. He projects as a 
No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play but probably won’t be 
an elite scorer in the league. 

2. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS (Finland) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 218 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Slafkovsky was a regular player for TPS this season. He 
was named MVP of the Olympics where he played a huge role in 
Slovakia earning a medal. He played a notable role on Slovakia’s U20 
team which outshot Sweden 2-1 in a World Junior game. He played for 
Slovakia’s national team in the Olympic qualifiers, and in the World 
Championships as a U17 player. He was a top player for the Slovakian 
U20 team as a 16-year-old and a top player for a top Finland. Jr team in 
2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and skill. 
He can use finesse to put pucks through opponents, or power and 
quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can set up and finish 
plays well. Physically he won’t run over guys but his compete level is 
good enough. He projects as a top-line winger with the potential to be a 
star in the league. 

Projected top of the lineup player 

3. Logan Cooley, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 174 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player in the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP over the last two years, although his pure production 
doesn’t blow you away. He made the USA World Junior team as a 17-
year-old in a significant role as their No. 2 center with power play time. 
He was a top player for the U18 team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s 
committed to the University of Minnesota. 
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Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first-line forward; if it’s as a center it would be a low-end 
first-line center in the NHL. 

4. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen (CZREP) 

Nov. 28, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 189 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czech league 
team and looking very good versus men, before a knee injury at the 
World Juniors knocked him out for the second half. He has since started 
practicing again and was invited to Czechia’s national team camp. He 
played games for the senior Czech team at the Karjala Cup. He was also 
named one of Czechia’s best players at the 2021 World Juniors despite 
being one of the youngest players in the tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. How his skating looks post knee surgery is something to 
monitor. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks, but lacks 
ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well 
due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

5. Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra (Slovakia) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 190 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Nemec played significant minutes versus men in Slovakia 
for the last two seasons. He has immense international experience. He’s 
already played in World Juniors, being among Slovakia’s best players 
both times. He was the best defenseman at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup this 
summer and played for the senior team at the World Championships last 
season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. Defensively 
he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a very good top-four defenseman. 

6. Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 171 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kemell came out of the gates flying in Liiga but slowed 
down in the second half when he returned from injury. He played a top-
six role on Finland’s U20 team, and was a goal/game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky. As an underage, he scored at a high rate as well in Finland’s 
U20 league and was a solid player for Finland’s U18 team as a 16-year-
old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than his size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and 
speed to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and his teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very 
well, but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range 
and he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top-six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 

7. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 193 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Geekie was a top player on one of the best teams in the 
CHL this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was 
a point/game. He was the second overall pick in his WHL Bantam Draft 
right before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother Morgan Geekie 
plays for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
create chances. He’s a competitive big man who doesn’t shy away from 
physical contact, and combined with his skill makes him tough to deal 
with down low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make plays 
and run a power play, showing good vision and finish from the perimeter. 
His main flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. He’s a better 
skater than his brother and can separate occasionally at the WHL level 
but doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as a quality top 
two line center. 

8. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 179 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 
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Background: Savoie was one of the best forwards in the WHL as a 17-
year-old helping lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings. He was a 
point/game in the USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status 
to play at the age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 
15-year-old and was a top player. 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on 
his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent 
passer, who can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate and make 
tough plays under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in 
traffic. He has good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that 
can score from range. Savoie lacks the ideal NHL size, but he competes 
hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have 
incredible speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to 
the wing in the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top-six 
forward. 

Projected middle of the lineup player 

9. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (Russia) 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 178 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Yurov played limited minutes on one of the best KHL teams, 
often lining up as a 12/13th forward for Magnitogorsk. Later in the 
season, he played more junior games where he was very good for a top 
MHL team. He scored 3 goals and 4 points at a U20 4 nations 
tournament which helped him make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. 
He was a point/game player in Russia’s junior league the previous 
season and scored 11 points in 7 games at the U18 World 
Championship. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high-end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his stick 
handling. He’s not overly physical but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 

10. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden Jr. (Sweden-Jr.) 

Jul. 24, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 165 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Lekkerimaki put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 league 
showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and international play. 
He came up to the big club in Djurgarden in the second half where he 
played a notable role in SHL games and scored at a high rate for a 17-
year-old. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November tournament 
and was quite good at the Hlinka Gretzky too. 

Analysis: Lekkrimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one-timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 

speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and play too much on the perimeter, which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a second-line 
winger. 

11. Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (Finland) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Lambert split this season between JYP and Pelicans in 
Liiga where his production rate dipped from his great underage season. 
He was having a monster World Juniors before it was abruptly cancelled 
and was great at the tournament the previous season too. His U18 and 
U17 games with Finland were not as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edgework, allowing to cut away from pressure 
easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a go-to guy 
for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and shows o-zone 
creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at times but this 
season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full of potential, 
even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he will be a top-
six winger in the NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

12. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (Sweden) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 183 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons. He captained Austria’s U20 
team at the World Juniors. He also played very well for Austria’s senior 
team, including four points in three games at a tournament in November. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with speed 
and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, 
his direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a top-nine 
center with the chance to play higher in a lineup 

13. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 189 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 
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Background: Gauthier was a versatile player for the NTDP this season, 
playing often on both special teams, lining up at wing and center for full 
games depending on their roster for a given evening. He’s committed to 
Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed, he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net. Gauthier can create with his skating and 
skill, but his main offensive weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from 
distance with a powerful wrist shot. He can make some plays, but isn’t 
the most cerebral player which could limit his offensive production as he 
advances levels and prevent him from playing the middle. I see him as a 
middle-six forward, either a second-line winger or a third-line center. 

14. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6′ 1.5″ | 192 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Mintyukov played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this season 
and was a top-scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft-
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
Previously he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring 5 points in 6 games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and 
is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure 
easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly 
skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good 
offensive IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot making him dangerous on the PP 
with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to 
use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He can be a little 
too aggressive at times trying to create offense and leaves his defensive 
position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the potential to play 
high in the lineup. 

15. Frank Nazar, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Background: Nazar was a significant player for the US program, often 
lining up as a top two line center. Among USHL players this season he’s 
been their top scorer. He was highly productive as an underage player, 
scoring over a point/game in the USHL. He’s committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center with a chance to be a No. 2 center. 

16. Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current (WHL) 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 179 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Pickering played major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and put up solid scoring totals for a defenseman his age. He was 
a ninth-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft but experienced a significant 
growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offense. He can carry through the neutral zone to create controlled 
exits/entries and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the o-zone. He can use his size and feet to 
close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects with his play with the puck and overall 
consistency. He projects as a second-pair defenseman. 

17. Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle (WHL) 

Jun. 21, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 185 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Korchinski was a top player for a good WHL team in Seattle 
this season and one of the best 17-year-old defensemen in the league. 
He was the 10th pick in his WHL Bantam Draft and invited to Canada’s 
U18 camp. 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 defenseman 
who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s able to carry pucks up ice 
well with his skating, and has excellent edge work to evade pressure. 
Korchinski shows touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line. Despite his size and skating, he struggles 
defensively, showing in and outcompete on that side of the puck. He has 
clear top-four defenseman tools, but whether he can improve his 
defensive play enough will determine whether he can be a legit top-four 
guy or have to be deployed carefully by a coach. 

18. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 208 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Gaucher was an important all-situations center for Quebec. 
He didn’t post big scoring totals this season after scoring a point/game in 
the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s U20 camp in the summer 
as an injury replacement. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He possesses a 
bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player which allows him to win a lot 
of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around the net due to 
his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
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Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make plays inside 
the offensive zone. He creates a lot around the hard areas of the ice.He 
has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and doesn’t make a ton of 
plays. Gaucher projects as a third-line center who won’t be a big scorer 
but will have significant two-way value. 

19. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Nov. 10, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 178 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 28 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Del Bel Belluz had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team being one of the top scorers in 
the OHL. His production trended way up after only scoring 6 points in his 
first OHL season in 2020. He was a third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders 1v1. He can run a power play off the flank 
due to his very good vision and shot although I don’t see that as his role 
in the NHL. He lacks foot speed for the higher levels, but he works hard 
enough and provides some two-way value down the middle. He projects 
as a top-nine forward. With his feet, he may struggle to stick at center but 
if he does it’s a 3C. 

20. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jul. 12, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Mateychuk played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, often 
playing half the game and was one of the best 17-year-olds in the WHL. 
He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was invited to 
represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances. He defends well in the WHL due to his feet 
but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is how well he’ll be able to check 
in the NHL. I see a projected 2nd/3rd pair tweener type for that reason. 

21. Rutger McGroarty, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 0.75″ | 200 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: McGroarty was a top forward for the USNTDP this season, 
often lining up in a premier scoring role and wore the ‘C’ for that age 
group. He represented Team USA at the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. 
He is from the Lincoln, Nebraska area and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly-skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills and vision. He can 
make a lot of plays with finesses, but also is highly competitive. He forces 
a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create around 
the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty historically 
has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks ideal balance 
and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to play in the 
NHL. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

22. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jun. 1, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 186 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 24 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Snuggerud was a top-six forward for the USNTDP this 
season and one of the most improved players on the program from the 
previous season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has 1v1 skill, good vision, and his best asset is his 
shot. He is a long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you can build a 
power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes well 
enough and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has heavy 
feet which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his game 
is strong enough though that I think he could be a top-nine forward. 

23. Isaac Howard, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 182 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 26 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Howard has been a highly productive forward for the NTDP 
over his two seasons. He was called up to the U18 team as a 16-year-old 
where he played a significant role at the U18 World Championships with 
4 points in 5 games. He also scored 7 goals in 4 games at the Youth 
Olympics the season prior. He’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal-scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

24. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad (Slovakia) 

Jan. 3, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 167 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 29 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia for the last two 
seasons. He was a top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. 
He made Slovakia’s World Junior team in a scoring role and also played 
well in games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve out a 
career as a top-nine winger though. 

25. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 187 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 30 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ohgren was a goal/game player and top scorer in Sweden’s 
J20 league while also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He was a top 
player for Sweden’s U18 team and played for the U20 team in 
November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal-scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is okay. I’ve heard 
from scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate 
with speed. He projects as a top nine winger. 

26. David Goyette, C, Sudbury (OHL) 

Mar. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 172 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Goyette was a leading player for Sudbury, playing a lot of 
minutes for one of the weaker teams in the OHL this season. He was 
invited to Canada’s U18 camp and was the 11th pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Goyette is a talented forward. He has strong speed and puck 
skills, showing the ability to transition pucks like a pro. Goyette displays 
good creativity off the rush and can make tough plays with pace. His 
work ethic is up and down for me. Some days I find him too much of a 
perimeter player and on others I see him engaged in battles and being a 
factor on the ice consistently. He’s so talented that I think he’ll find a way 
to become a top-nine forward, likely on the wing, but I think he will 
frustrate coaches along the way. 

27. Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Apr. 29, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 153 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Firkus has scored at a strong rate in the WHL over the past 
two seasons, being a big part of Moose Jaw’s offense. He’s trended up 
significantly after being the 82nd pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
named player of the game for the CHL Top Prospects Game. 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He shows 
great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his stickhandling. He can 
make tough passes at a high rate through seams and under pressure. He 
is a shot and pass threat which makes him a major asset on a power play 
and he often scores from range. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing 
good enough skating and compete to win battles but he’s not going to 
beat NHL defenders wide. The scoring ability is significant enough that I 
think he can be a middle-six winger. 

Unranked 

Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia (Russia-2) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds 

Jan. 2022 Ranking: 2 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Miroshnichenko played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second-tier league in a regular role before his season ended in 
January. He scored 1 goal and 2 points at the U20 4 nations in 
November. He was the captain and a leading player for Russia’s U18 
team when they won Hlinka Gretzky gold. He scored 6 goals and 8 points 
in 7 games at the U18 World Championships the previous season. He 
originally intended to play in Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia 
the past two seasons but ran into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
can create at evens and on the power play. He has a bulky frame and 
can play a powerful style of game. 
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The NHL's general managers held their annual meetings in Palm Beach, 
Florida, over Monday and Tuesday, convening in person for the first time 
since 2020. 

The agenda was filled with hot topics affecting the league now and over 
the next calendar year. Commissioner Gary Bettman and deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly both spoke with the media on Tuesday to flesh 
out the NHL's path ahead, from downplaying the league's appetite for a 
postseason salary cap to creating another World Cup of Hockey. 

We sifted through the new information to break down burning questions 
about what's happening around the NHL. 

Long-term injured reserve salary cap rules will stay the same 

Why was this being discussed in the first place? 

The LTIR rules were brought onto the agenda after some GMs became 
concerned that Vegas was trying to do with Mark Stone this season what 
Tampa Bay did with Nikita Kucherov last season -- hold him on LTIR in 
order to grossly exceed the salary cap (and activate players like Jack 
Eichel, for instance), and then reactivate Stone for the playoffs when the 
salary cap rules don't apply. 

The fact that Kucherov proceeded to mock the LTIR proceedings with his 
infamous "$18 million over the cap" T-shirt following the Lightning's 
Stanley Cup run last spring also certainly rubbed some GMs the wrong 
way; Edmonton's Ken Holland was a particular champion of a new 
discourse on the subject. -- Kristen Shilton 

How many teams are using this "loophole" this season? 

Currently there are 16 teams in the NHL with at least one player on LTIR. 
-- Shilton 

What does it mean moving forward, and could this rule be brought up for 
discussion again? 

The NHL and NHLPA have had discussions about LTIR, but those 
haven't produced any sort of results that suggest immediate change is 
forthcoming. The topic will be part of the agenda again when GMs 
convene at the draft in Montreal this July. 

In order to actually adjust the LTIR rules, there would have to be an 
overhaul of the collective bargaining agreement between the NHL and 
NHLPA. As Gary Bettman has repeatedly pointed out, there were no 
issues with LTIR procedures for over 17 years, and it doesn't appear the 
league has an appetite to dig into its bag of bargaining chips to try to 
adjust something that it doesn't really see as an overarching problem 
affecting the entire league. 

Bill Daly said at the meetings that the league is always monitoring LTIR 
cases where the projected return time is near the beginning of playoffs: 
"We look into it, we deal with the clubs, we get their medical records, we 
employ an independent medical expert and we make sure of the bona 
fides of the injury. We've never had issues that stem from that. It's a 
thorough process." -- Shilton 

World Cup of Hockey returning! 

When will the event take place? 

Gary Bettman said the NHL and NHLPA have been targeting 2024, and 
sources say they've narrowed in on February 2024 as the specific 
window, in what would look similar to an Olympic break. -- Emily Kaplan 

Which countries will be competing? 

That hasn't been decided yet. The biggest question is whether Russia will 
be invited to participate. Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the NHL has 
been supportive of its Russian players -- clearly distinguishing them from 
the actions of the Russian government. Bettman also said he doesn't 
expect the league to place restrictions on Russian players in the 2022 
draft. 

But inviting Russia as a federation to an event is a different topic entirely. 
The IIHF recently banned Russia and Belarus from competing at 
international events at all stages. Seeing that the IIHF would be involved 
in this event, too, it wouldn't be a surprise to see Russia excluded from 
the World Cup of Hockey if the climate doesn't change. -- Kaplan 

Will there be another "Team North America"? 

R.I.P. Team North America, it was a good run. Bettman confirmed on 
Tuesday that the league is returning to a more typical format of countries 
versus countries. -- Kaplan 

Salary cap increasing by $1 million next season 

What does this mean? 

It means the NHL is slowly tracking back toward the normalcy of a pre-
pandemic world. 

The league is tracking to hit over $5 billion in revenue this season, which 
is positive news considering attendance restrictions in several Canadian 
venues. Based off calculations, that means the NHL can keep inching the 
salary cap higher. Bettman also said that the $1 billion in debt the players 
owe the owners -- from revenue lost during the pandemic -- is expected 
to be repaid by the 2024-25 season. If all goes according to plan, the 
salary cap will then take a decent jump the following season. -- Kaplan 

Which teams are most happy about this? 

Right now, there are nine clubs with $0 projected cap space, per 
CapFriendly. Getting $1 million more in every GM's proverbial pocket is 
pretty significant for all. 

Vegas, Toronto, Tampa Bay and San Jose are likely the most ecstatic. 
Each team has extended big-money, long-term deals to key players, and 
having even another $1 million to play with next season means the ability 
to add a veteran depth player or the ability to recall more players when 
needed -- without the requisite gymnastics to make it work under the cap. 

Edmonton also admitted to being stymied by salary-cap issues at the 
trade deadline, and the Oilers weren't the only ones. As we move closer 
to summertime and teams want to lock up pending RFAs and UFAs, 
knowing a bit more room can be extended next season should spice up 
the proceedings. 

Bottom line: Even a small bump is better than no bump for most of the 
NHL. -- Shilton 

Playoff officiating 

My other takeaway from the meetings: Don't expect too many brutally 
honest comments about officiating this spring. It remains a sensitive topic 
for the league. 

The NHL warned its GMs at the meetings to be careful with public 
comments about officiating, and also asked for a little empathy. 
Officiating isn't an easy job, and with shortages of officials all across 
North America, the message from Director of Officiating Stephen Walkom 
was essentially thus: We're doing the best we can and we're trying to 
hold everyone accountable. – Kaplan 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Torrid Tuesday includes Canes-Lightning, 
Avs-Flames 

 

Tim Kavanagh 
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        Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of 
upstate New York. 

The final day of the 2021-22 NHL regular season is exactly one month 
from today. There are many games to be played and playoff races to be 
run between now and then, but tonight's slate is one of the best 
postseason appetizers we've experienced recently; 11 of the 16 teams 
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currently in playoff position will be in action, including three of four 
division leaders. 

Two of those division leaders will be facing off, as the Colorado 
Avalanche pay a visit to the Calgary Flames. The Avs are coming off an 
overtime loss to the Minnesota Wild, a contest that got especially nasty at 
times. Meanwhile, the Flames' previous game was a 9-5 drubbing of the 
rival Edmonton Oilers. These two teams needed OT to decide their 
March 5 contest (a 4-3 win for Calgary), while the Avs blanked the 
Flames 3-0 on March 13. 

The ESPN+ national broadcast tonight sees the Carolina Hurricanes take 
on the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena, a week after a 3-2 win for 
Carolina that featured some extracurricular rough stuff between Nikita 
Kucherov and Sebastian Aho that eventually led to a meetup at center 
ice involving all players at the end of the game. Should be a fun one -- 
especially since these two clubs could wind up matched up in the 
playoffs, too. 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Tampa Bay Lightning vs. A3 Toronto Maple Leafs 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 Pittsburgh Penguins vs. M3 New York Rangers 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available on ESPN+ 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 

New York Rangers at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. 

New York Islanders at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 

Ottawa Senators at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. 

Colorado Avalanche at Calgary Flames, 9 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Carolina Hurricanes 6, Washington Capitals 1 

St. Louis Blues 4, Vancouver Canucks 1 

Buffalo Sabres 6, Chicago Blackhawks 5 

Edmonton Oilers 6, Arizona Coyotes 1 

Seattle Kraken 6, Los Angeles Kings 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 
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Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. WPG (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Central Division 
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Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 18 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ VAN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 18 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 76% 

Tragic number: 35 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ BUF (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 28 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. SJ (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ EDM (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 78% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. LA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 
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Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 49% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 13% 

Tragic number: 25 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 24 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 19 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. New York Islanders 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 26 

12. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 
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Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 23 
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ESPN / From wild playoff races to the MVP chase, what to watch in the 
final month of the NHL season 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

It has been two years since the NHL completed an 82-game regular 
season. Now, that finale is exactly one month away. 

The trade deadline has also passed, leaving each of the league's 32 
teams to approach these final weeks in their own way. 

Some will use it as a tune-up for the playoffs. Others are still fighting for 
their place in that second season. 

And, well, a few might be already dreaming of next season. 

Whatever the journey ahead, we've got you covered. Settle in for the 
regular-season stretch run with our primer on storylines, players, award 
races and future considerations to monitor. 

New faces, new places 

The NHL trade deadline brought us some seriously spicy transactions. 

Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot to Florida? Brandon Hagel to Tampa? 
Marc-Andre Fleury to Minnesota? Take your pick. Teams went hard to 
acquire their targets, and now we have the honeymoon phase, in which 
all those heavy hitters believe the Stanley Cup is in sight. 

Is it really, though? 

These coming weeks will be the training ground. Yes, we know all those 
top-flight talents are great individually, but how will the new guys fit in? 
Will they elevate their squads as expected, or will some of these quickie 
marriages fall flat? 

Take Giroux in Florida, for example. Adding the former Philadelphia 
Flyers captain to the top line and power play alongside the likes of 
Aleksander Barkov looks fantastic. But how does it feel? Is the chemistry 
there? The early returns have been positive; Giroux has four assists in 
his first three games. Can that success continue and, ideally, grow even 
better? 

And what about Hagel with the Lightning? Tampa sold the farm to rope in 
the 23-year-old from Chicago, and Hagel will have to find his footing -- 
and fast -- with a tight-knit team that's gunning for a three-peat. No 
pressure. 

It goes beyond just the big-name trades, though. Contenders loaded up 
to varying degrees, all with the purpose of setting themselves apart in 
this next month and beyond. 

The real winners and losers of trade season can only be determined on 
the ice and over time. 

Wild, wild West(ern) playoffs 

The Western Conference playoff field goes something like this: 

No. 1: Colorado Avalanche 

No. 2: Calgary Flames 

Literally Everyone Else 

That's only slightly exaggerating. 

Post-deadline in the West, just the Flames and Avalanche had more than 
80 points. At that same juncture back East, eight teams had 80-plus 
points. 

Where will the next month take the Western Conference? 

There are maybe five teams you could say are truly out of the running for 
postseason seeding (sorry, Seattle; you're going 0-1 on franchise playoff 
appearances). We could see a photo finish for not just second and third 
place by division, but also the two wild-card slots. 

When it's all said and done, we can have deep philosophical discussions 
about why the West was so tightly contested and why the Eastern table 
was set basically by December. Until then, let chaos reign, and enjoy the 
ride. 

Dead heat in the East 

Speaking of the East, in the span of a single afternoon (last Saturday), 
the Maple Leafs went from home-ice advantage in the first round of the 
playoffs to a wild-card spot. 

That's the sort of chaos the Eastern Conference is generating with a 
month to go, even though the eight teams making the postseason are 
essentially set. 

However, the slate of potential playoff matchups brewing in the Eastern 
Conference? Chef's kiss. 

Pittsburgh vs. New York Rangers? Delightful. 

Boston at Carolina? Intriguing. 

Tampa vs. Toronto? Who says no to that? 

By the time you're reading this, the decks might have shuffled again. The 
first-round series to come might be even better. 

Unlike in the West, we know (barring any seismic meltdowns) which 
teams will be coming out of the East: Carolina, Pittsburgh, New York 
Rangers, Washington, Florida, Toronto, Boston and Tampa Bay. 

But there are only about 10 points separating all of them in the standings. 
So where does everyone end up? How strategic do these clubs try to be 
while jockeying for position? All will be revealed over the next month. 

Push for the Presidents' Trophy 

The Presidents' Trophy is the most drama-free of regular-season awards. 
It simply goes to the team with the best overall record. Assuming there 
are no tiebreaker procedures involved, it's open and shut. 

This season looks like a three-team race to take the trophy among 
Colorado, Florida and Carolina. The Avalanche won it last year, for the 
third time since the award was introduced in 1985-86. Neither Florida nor 
Carolina have ever won. 

So, what does hoisting the Presidents' Trophy mean for a team's playoff 
outlook? Some would say nothing at all. Others start crunching the 
numbers. 

The Presidents' Trophy has been awarded 35 times. Eleven of those 
times, the Presidents' Trophy winners at least reached the Stanley Cup 
Final. Eight of those times, the Presidents' Trophy winners also won the 
Stanley Cup. 

So finishing with the league's best record is certainly no guarantee of 
lifting the Cup or making it deep in the playoffs. 

Who has the Hart? 

The Hart Trophy proves annually to be a hotly debated award. 

This season? There are even more dissenting opinions than usual. 

The Hart goes to the NHL's MVP, or "the player adjudged to be the most 
valuable to his team." This is where Hart-related sparring usually starts, 
over whether being "most valuable" also correlates to "being on a playoff-
bound team." 

The Hart is about bringing value to the lineup. But how do we define 
value? Is value represented by the entirety of a player's game, or can 
value be adequately measured only through what the player does best? 
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Good luck to the members of the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association who must figure it out this year. Because there are several 
Hart-worthy candidates out there, and arguments for and against each. 

New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin has carried his team this 
season, but as a goalie, he also doesn't dress every game. 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews has shined offensively, 
but he is also surrounded by other elite talents. 

Jonathan Huberdeau is a scoring machine for Florida's top-ranked 
offense, but his defensive game is statistically average. 

What about defensive phenom Cale Makar in Colorado? Or Captain 
Clutch Connor McDavid in Edmonton? Where's the love for Nashville's 
defensive anchor, Roman Josi? How about the history-in-the-making 
season Alex Ovechkin is producing in Washington? 

If you haven't heard, Ovechkin has been on a tear. 

Here's a recap: The 36-year-old winger is on a mission to reach Wayne 
Gretzky's all-time record goal total of 894. Ovechkin's tremendous 
season already put him past Jaromir Jagr for third on the list when he 
scored the 767th goal of his 17-year career earlier this month. Next 
milestone: surpassing Gordie Howe's 801 goals to reach the second 
spot, and inch ever closer to Gretzky. 

We'll see where Ovechkin can get to in the final month of this year. 
Already, he has surpassed 40 goals for the fifth time in a season since 
turning 30, and for the 12th time overall, tying Gretzky for the most 40-
goal seasons ever. 

He has been torrid in March with 10 goals and four assists in 12 games. 

If Ovechkin can hit 50 goals in the coming weeks, he would be the oldest 
player ever to do so. (Johnny Bucyk, who was 35 during his own 50-goal 
campaign in 1970-71, holds the mantle.) 

Who knows how long Ovechkin will be able to keep playing, and 
especially to keep scoring at this level? All we know is, he's doing it now. 

The Golden Knights' ... Golden Boy? 

Evgenii Dadonov: trade rejecter to season saver? 

Refresher: Vegas tried dealing Dadonov and his $5 million cap hit to the 
Anaheim Ducks on trade deadline day. The Golden Knights needed to 
free up cap space for players coming off long-term injured reserve -- 
namely Mark Stone and Alec Martinez. Unfortunately, a mix-up over 
Dadonov's no-trade list nullified the deal, and Vegas was back to square 
one. 

That was quite a scary place to be. The Golden Knights needed $9.1 
million in space to get Stone back, and $4.8 million in space for Martinez. 
There was a time, weeks ago, when some believed the Golden Knights 
wouldn't activate Stone until the salary cap-free playoffs began. The 
problem is, Vegas needs to get into the postseason, and having Stone 
back would go a long way in helping the cause. 

Well, to the rescue has been Dadonov. During his first game "back," 
Dadonov had a goal and three points in the Golden Knights' resounding 
6-0 victory over Nashville. In his next outing, Dadonov capped off Vegas' 
comeback from being down 3-0 by scoring the overtime winner against 
Chicago. 

What a wild turn of events for Dadonov to be the catalyst that gets the 
Golden Knights back in playoff position, to the point where their cap 
struggles are suddenly less pressing. 

Because it's not like Vegas is dealing only with Stone's absence. While 
Martinez was able to get back on Saturday, the Knights are still dealing 
with injuries to Max Pacioretty, Reilly Smith and Robin Lehner. 

It's all just a fascinating situation. Vegas ended up here in part because 
of the Jack Eichel trade; moving Stone to LTIR is what allowed the 
Golden Knights to activate Eichel after the deal. Perhaps their reality now 
is a cautionary tale about the perils of going all-in. Or, if it works out, 
Vegas will be vindicated for trying to win at all costs. 

Auston Matthews is facing stiff competition for a consecutive Rocket 
Richard Trophy. 

The Maple Leafs forward produced a league-leading 41 goals in 52 
games last season to claim the first Rocket of his career. He's now back 
in the lead with 48 goals. 

But Matthews has also missed some time this year -- most recently while 
serving a two-game suspension for cross-checking Rasmus Dahlin -- and 
other skaters are gaining ground. 

Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl has made big strides in March and is now just 
one goal behind Matthews. He has never won a Rocket. New York's 
Chris Kreider is having the best season of his career with 44 goals and 
would also be a first-time winner. 

And, of course, there's Ovechkin with his 42 goals. 

This one should be especially tight. 

For most of this season, the Shane Wright sweepstakes looked to be a 
two-horse race between Montreal and Arizona. 

Both the Canadiens and Coyotes remain near the bottom of the 
standings and thus have greater lottery odds for the upcoming NHL draft, 
in which Wright projects to be the top pick. But Montreal and Arizona 
have also been much improved since February, and the gap separating 
them from Seattle, Ottawa and New Jersey has closed. 

Montreal is meant to be hosting this year's draft, and it would be a terrific 
story for it (and assembled local fans) to have the No. 1 pick announced 
in that building. 

Conversely, by the time we get to the draft in July, will Wright still be the 
top prospect? And how much will that conversation change over the next 
few weeks as these aspiring NHL draftees finally get to attend 
showcases and tournaments previously canceled or postponed because 
of COVID-19? 

Is this goodbye? 

Let's just take a moment to appreciate some of the older-guard players 
still in the game. And ask ourselves, are we about to see some of their 
final games? 

Zdeno Chara is 45 and playing in his 24th NHL season. He has yet to 
score a goal in this campaign for the New York Islanders and has, quite 
clearly and understandably, slowed down in all facets. The Islanders 
aren't making playoffs, so these final weeks could be the last we see of 
the bruising blueliner. 

Then there's Joe Thornton. Yes, Florida is going to be in the postseason, 
but how much of the 42-year-old Thornton will we see in the Panthers' 
lineup? He has skated in only 27 games all season (for various reasons), 
and with all the new additions Florida has brought in, who knows how 
much ice time Thornton will grab. Will he try for another season after 
this? 

Both guys are legendary. Both have seemed immune (until recently) to 
the effects of time. As the last stretch of this regular season rolls out, fans 
can appreciate what greatness both have added to the league, in case 
there's not much more left of it to see. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' win over Bruins both convincing and 
concerning 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

March 29, 2022, 9:55 PM 

 

BOSTON – “Strange,” Sheldon Keefe thought Tuesday morning, after he 
needed assistance locating the coaches’ room inside the bowels of TD 
Garden. 
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Here he was, the 12th-longest-tenured coach in the NHL, yet this would 
be his first time behind the Toronto Maple Leafs bench in Boston — the 
long-awaited final stop on his jagged tour of the league. 

Well, you always remember your first. 

Keefe’s Leafs walked into the Garden, sat in a visitors’ dressing room still 
stirring with ghosts of playoffs past, then came onto the ice and blazed 
the home side with a 6-4 victory that was as convincing as it was 
concerning. 

“Certainly, these are the types of games where you want to be great,” 
Keefe said. “This Boston team has been as good or better than anybody 
in the league for the last couple months.” 

First, the good news for Leafs fans. 

Kicking the week off with consecutive wins over Florida and Boston 
sends a memo to their fellow Atlantic Division rivals. The Maple Leafs’ 
two-way game is rounding into form with just a month to go, and home 
ice is being hunted. 

“Complete” is how Keefe described his group’s effort. “We didn’t give 
them a lot. Managed a couple of strong pushes that they had. A real 
patient game, and we took advantage of the chances we did get.” 

Toronto got contributions from members of all four forward lines — 
Auston Matthews (his 49th), Mitch Marner, Alexander Kerfoot, David 
Kämpf, and Colin Blackwell — plus defenceman Morgan Rielly. 

They chased Bruins starter Jeremy Swayman after two periods and had 
Boston coach Bruce Cassidy declaring post-game that lineup changes 
were coming. 

"We weren't ready to play. The guys need to be ready to play,” Cassidy 
said. “It's a bit of a shock.” 

Said Kerfoot: “Didn't give them much life there.” 

Blackwell, a Harvard alum and native of Lawrance, Mass., said he hadn’t 
scored at the Garden since 2011, when he was in high school. 

Centring Toronto’s fourth line, his first as a Leaf arrived in front of family 
and friends he’d missed since being drafted across the country to 
expansion Seattle. 

“It definitely means a lot. My [29th] birthday was yesterday. My parents’ 
35th wedding anniversary was yesterday. So, pretty cool little return 
home,” Blackwell beamed, following his first taste of the Toronto-Boston 
rivalry. 

“It's awesome. There's a lot of passion in the building. I thought our guys 
did a really good job weathering their storm and playing on our toes all 
night. It was fun. It was physical. 

“It felt like a playoff game.” 

Fellow Harvard man Kerfoot scored the prettiest of the six, blocking a 
shot, bursting up ice and flexing some soft hands on a deke: 

Now, the bad news. 

Starter Petr Mrazek left the game early after injuring his groin for the third 
time this season, a devastating blow for a goaltender who arrived in 
Beantown hot off his best two performances as a Leaf. A blow, too, for a 
club that already offers questionable depth at the most critical position — 
and did not add to that depth by the trade deadline. 

“Petr’s been getting some traction here and playing well, so it’s tough,” 
Keefe said. “But he’s been through these kinds of things before.” 

In the second period, right-shot defencemen Justin Holl (a puck to the 
head) and Ilya Lyubushkin (a Taylor Hall punch to the head) both left 
injured. Neither returned. 

While Rielly spoke to his defence partner postgame and noted that 
Lyubushkin “seemed to be doing OK,” all three injured players will require 
further assessment Wednesday to determine the severity of their 
ailments. 

“You want to dig deep to make sure you finish the job and kinda do it for 
guys that unfortunately go down with injury,” Blackwell said. 

With a sizable lead and only four D-men and backup goalie to protect it, 
Keefe instructed his forwards to avoid neutral-zone turnovers. The coach 
was even ready to deploy a centreman or two on the back end, but the 
quartet of Rielly, T.J. Brodie, Mark Giordano and Timothy Liljegren 
managed the extra minutes just fine. 

“You're kind of hyper-aware if you're trapped in your own zone,” Rielly 
said. “I think we iced the puck probably more than... we would like to.” 

As the Leafs pulled away with a 6-1 lead, the Bruins got chippy. In 
addition to Hall’s rabbit punch, Brad Marchand was dealt a 10-minute 
misconduct for cross-checking John Tavares a couple of times away 
from the play as time expired in the second period. 

“That was in response to us pulling away in the game, being in control,” 
Keefe said. “So, it was a good job by our guys to make the game that 
way and then just continue to play.” 

Added Kerfoot: “If they want to go around and do that, they’re more than 
welcome to. It doesn't bother us at all.” 

The Maple Leafs — two points richer, one goalie thinner — fly home to 
host the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday, when more physicality could ensue. 

“We're looking forward to the next game,” Kerfoot said. “We gotta keep 
this thing rolling and winning more games down the stretch to solidify our 
spot going into the playoffs.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• The salary cap will raise $1 million for 2022-23, to $82.5 million. The 
Maple Leafs have already committed about $73.6 million of that in player 
salaries. 

That leaves roughly $8.9 million to re-sign RFAs Rasmus Sandin, 
Timothy Liljegren, Pierre Engvall, and Ondrej Kase; re-sign or replace 
UFAs Ilya Mikheyev, Jason Spezza, Colin Blackwell, Mark Giordano and 
Ilya Lyubushkin; and, most importantly, extend Jack Campbell or find a 
suitable substitute. 

• Consider Campbell (rib) day-to-day, so don’t rule him out for a return 
Thursday. Perfect timing considering Mrazek’s status. 

“He doesn’t look far off,” Keefe says. 

“He's a big part of our team. And just his attitude and his enthusiasm in 
the locker room every day seeing him, it's good,” Matthews says. “I know 
he's itching to get back and play.” 

• William Nylander is a team-worst and career-worst minus-14. Last 
season he was a plus-10. 

“It's something that I don't like, obviously,” he says of being caught on ice 
for so many goals against. “It's a s----- feeling. 

“There are a couple ones, like maybe in Montreal, where I can have that 
guy and avoid that being a goal, but it's just been happening in some 
weird ways.” 

• Shooooooot! 

• John Tavares now has his own granola, Recipe 91. 

Canadians can buy boxes at Sobeys or online ($29.99 for two boxes). 

“[My wife] Aryne and I really enjoyed the process of creating this, and we 
hope everyone will enjoy it as much as we do,” Tavares said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens now better-equipped to regroup after bad 
games 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 
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SUNRISE, Fla.— The Montreal Canadiens played a bad game, and it’s 
fine to say it. 

It’s actually crucial to say it. Less so for us, and more so for them. 
Because even if there was some positive to take out of charging back 
from a 4-1 deficit to tie the top-ranked home team in the NHL 4-4 in a 
span of 1:42 in the second period, it’s pivotal for the Canadiens to face 
reality. Namely, that for most of the other 58 minutes in the game, their 
performance was well below what it had to be in order to give themselves 
a real chance at beating this impressive Florida Panthers team. 

They can’t come out of the game lying to themselves about it and then 
just expecting to reverse course against another top Hurricanes team in 
Carolina on Thursday. So, a comment like the one Joel Edmundson 
made after Tuesday’s 7-4 loss was pertinent. 

“You’ve gotta give them credit,” he said, “they were on top of us, they did 
a good job. But at the same time, you’ve gotta look yourself in the mirror 
and bear down on those chances. Every play matters. (Canadiens coach 
Martin St. Louis) stresses that every day. 

"It doesn’t matter if you’re 200 feet away from the net; every play matters 
and it could be the difference in the game. You’ve just gotta bear down 
and win your battles.” 

There is a balance to strike, of course. It can’t all be negative. If there’s 
anything the Canadiens proved to themselves in playing far too many 
games like this one earlier in the season, it’s that beating yourself up and 
wallowing in a bad performance leads to more bad performances. 

But learning that balance between a harsh self-assessment and trying to 
remain upbeat about the good parts of a loss is a growth opportunity for 
this team, and that’s what these remaining games are about. They’re 
certainly not about outcomes, with the Canadiens staring up at every 
opponent from last place in the NHL standings; they’re about finding 
ways to break bad habits quickly while maintaining good ones. 

The evidence of the Canadiens' bad game might not have been on the 
NHL’s official score sheet, with the team credited with just five giveaways 
all night when they clearly had over 15 in the first period alone, but they 
were quite bad. Nevertheless, confidence wasn’t broken. And that has 
much to do with a higher self-standard that’s been established since St. 
Louis took over in the second week of February and a belief that’s grown 
within the group. 

“You can definitely see there’s a difference,” said Edmundson, who 
scored his first goal since May of 2021 to get the comeback started in the 
second period. “It doesn’t matter how many goals we’re down or if we’re 
winning, there’s no quit in our dressing room. We believe we can be in 
any game or beat any team. We don’t want to get down that early or by 
that much, but stay positive in the dressing room and we knew we could 
inch our way back into that game.” 

And that belief can carry the Canadiens into Carolina after going through 
some more self-reflection on what went wrong in a disappointing third 
period in Florida. 

“Coaches are very honest with us,” said Nick Suzuki, who scored his 
50th point of the season with an assist on Edmundson’s goal but had a 
tough night and finished minus-3. “There’s a lot of bad points in the 
game, and some good points. When we do video as a team, we always 
bring up the bad stuff and it’s not always positive and you need to learn 
from these games.” 

The tape will reveal what the Canadiens already know, and not just about 
themselves. Because the Panthers—from Aleksander Barkov to Claude 
Giroux and to Jonathan Huberdeau, who had two goals and equaled Joe 
Juneau’s record for most assists recorded in a single season by a left 
winger with his 70th of this campaign—also showed just how good they 
are. 

“Tonight, they were faster than us on the ice,” said St. Louis. “They 
forced us to make a lot of turnovers. They were in our face, and they 
have good sticks. They work really hard in the offensive zone to recover 
pucks and made it a hard time for us getting pucks out.” 

It’s part of the reason the Panthers possess the NHL’s second-best 
record. 

The Canadiens bottomed out earlier this season because of the issues 
that plagued them in this game. They couldn’t rebound because, as 
Suzuki put it, “It felt like we were in a hole and we were never going to 
get out of it and just the mental strength to come in every day, try to get 
better, I think we did a poor job of that as a team and that’s why we lost 
so many games.” 

But they’re different now from who they were then. 

Acknowledging this performance was below their most recent standard 
while still maintaining a positive attitude was a sign of that difference. 
And there’s reason to believe they’ll make the necessary adjustments for 
next game. 

The Canadiens may not win against the Hurricanes, but it’s likely their 
process will be better. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames keep Avalanche in check, but recent PK struggles 
prove costly 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

March 30, 2022, 1:06 AM 

 

CALGARY — Darryl Sutter has spoken often of late about how time and 
space are at such a premium this time of year. 

As the games mean more, the rink gets smaller. 

Hearts have to grow bigger and mistakes need to be reduced. 

That springtime transformation was on full display Tuesday at the 
Saddledome where the two best teams in the west fought for every 
square inch. 

A visit from the league-best Colorado Avalanche produced a significantly 
tighter game than Saturday’s 14-goal Battle of Alberta. 

On this night the two juggernauts barely allowed one another to produce 
14 high danger chances between the two. 

Just the way Sutter likes it. 

What he didn’t like were the penalties that cost them the game, namely 
an Elias Lindholm tripping penalty behind Colorado’s net that wound up 
contributing to the Flames’ ultimate demise midway through the third. 

“It's 1-1 in the third and we take a penalty 200 feet from our goalie — 
difference in the teams, right?” said the Flames coach, whose penalty 
killers failed on two of three opportunities. 

“If you just break it all out, 5-on-5 for the year we’ve actually scored more 
goals than them. But if you look in the odd-man stuff, even tonight, two 
power play goals for them. It’s the difference in the game. We’re not at 
their calibre.” 

Valeri Nichushkin took advantage of Lindholm’s miscue with his second 
power play goal of the game, converting a slick, no-look pass from Mikko 
Rantanen past Jacob Markstrom to give the visitors a 2-1 lead they 
wouldn’t relinquish. 

What we saw from that point on was textbook shut-down hockey you’d 
expect from a team sitting 12 points ahead of everyone in the 
conference. 

The Avs won the rubber match in the three-game series without captain 
Gabriel Landeskog and leader Nathan MacKinnon, who left the team in 
Calgary to have an upper-body injury (read: his hand) looked at by 
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doctors in Denver following a Sunday night fight in Minnesota with Matt 
Dumba. 

Much like their last meeting, when Darcy Kuemper made 46-saves in a 3-
0 win, the Avalanche relied heavily on their netminder who made 44 
stops Tuesday, allowing Tyler Toffoli to open the scoring midway through 
the second on a two-man advantage. 

“It’s a 2-1 game, it can’t get any closer than that,” said Sutter, who was 
critical of the league’s third-ranked penalty-killing unit, which has now 
allowed an uncharacteristic five power play goals in their last two games. 

“Sloppy. Two games were very sloppy. Individual mistakes. First one 
tonight should go down the ice. Had two cracks at it. The second one is a 
straight read by our defenceman. Those are mental mistakes. No excuse 
for it.” 

Who's having a hockey card season? 

Chris Tanev said the key to shoring up their shorthanded play is to work 
harder and as a more cohesive unit, which this group has proven all 
season long it is capable of doing. 

Asked if he’d like a crack at the Avs in the playoffs Mikael Backlund was 
obviously keen. 

“That means we’re both in the conference final, which would be a huge 
accomplishment for us, and them as well,” he said. 

“It would be a great series and we’d love to get some revenge from 2018-
19 when they outplayed us (and knocked the top-ranked Flames out of 
the playoffs in five games). We did outplay them that season, so hope to 
turn things around (on them) this year.” 

The game marked a return to the lineup for Sean Monahan who spent 
the previous two outings as a healthy scratch for the first time in his 
career. 

His response was noteworthy, as the fourth line center won nine of his 12 
faceoffs, drew a first period penalty and even threw his body around a bit 
more than normal in just under 10 minutes of play. 

“He was solid,” said Sutter. 

“I’m not going to converse about a player who goes in and out of the 
lineup. If you are in a platoon situation, then make an impact. Otherwise 
you’re just a platoon, doesn’t matter who it is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Eugene Melnyk will always be remembered for saving the 
Senators 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

March 29, 2022, 11:28 AM 

 

Eugene Melnyk’s long and colourful run as owner of the Ottawa Senators 
ended with his untimely death on Monday at age 62. 

He will be remembered as the man who rescued the Senators from 
bankruptcy in 2003 and kept the NHL team in Ottawa, even if he 
infuriated fans at times by musing about moving the franchise if he 
couldn’t sell more tickets. 

This was the yin and yang of Melnyk. He burned through chief executives 
and financial officers the way some people toss out spent lottery tickets, 
and yet at his heart, he wanted the Senators to succeed in Ottawa, 
pushed hard to give them a bigger profile and burned to win a Stanley 
Cup. 

He came close -- losing the Cup Final to Anaheim in 2007, and falling 
short with arguably an even better team in 2006, only to lose starting 
goaltender Dominik Hasek to an injury at the Olympics. 

Under Melnyk’s tenure, the Senators and the City of Ottawa played host 
to a World Junior Championship tournament (2009), an NHL All-Star 
Game (2012) and the NHL 100 Classic outdoor game in 2017. That year 
also marked the Senators' most recent appearance in the playoffs, a 
surprising run to the Eastern Conference Final. 

In more recent years, Melnyk and his hockey staff, headed by Pierre 
Dorion, had undertaken a massive rebuild, which has resulted in the 
seeds of a strong team in the future, led by captain Brady Tkachuk. 

Melnyk arrived in 2003, as though on a white horse. The Senators, while 
one of the premier teams on the ice at the time, were in the throes of 
bankruptcy and Melnyk had the credentials -- and bank account -- as the 
founder and chairman of Biovail, once Canada’s largest pharmaceutical 
company. 

In his opening remarks after buying the franchise, Melnyk said he felt it 
was tragic when Quebec lost the Nordiques franchise in the mid 1990s, 
ultimately moving to Denver. He was motivated to buy the Senators to 
ensure they would remain in Canada. A longtime Toronto native and 
proud product of St. Michael’s College, Melnyk had made overtures to 
buy the Maple Leafs, but when that didn’t pan out he bought their 
provincial rival, purchasing the arena and team for about $130 million. 

At times, Melnyk infuriated the fan base, talking flippantly about moving 
the franchise at a moment of one of its finest triumphs -- hosting the 
historic outdoor game to mark the 100th anniversary of the opening night 
of the NHL in 1917. 

“I’m not going to blow a lifetime of working hard to support a hockey 
team. It’s not gonna happen,” Melnyk said at Parliament Hill, which was 
the planned site of the outdoor game, until security concerns moved it to 
TD Place in the Glebe. 

He was famous for “saying stuff,” combining the clout of an owner with 
the passion and fickle ways of a fan. 

While suggesting he could move the team, Melnyk also proclaimed that 
this was going to be the “greatest outdoor game” ever. 

“The words ‘passion’ and ‘commitment’ define the man,” NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement. Bettman wasn’t 
amused by Melnyk’s musings at the outdoor game, but he couldn’t deny 
Melnyk’s drive and spark, which sometimes led to big headlines. 

In 2004, after Mike Fisher scored an overtime goal versus the Leafs to 
force a Game 7, I heard Melnyk in the Senators weight room telling a TV 
camera, “we’re gonna kill ‘em” in the deciding game. 

When the Senators fell 4-1 in Game 7 in Toronto, sources said a certain 
team owner trashed the stick rack in anger. 

Who didn’t love the passion of the man? Many are the fans who probably 
felt like doing likewise, after a meek ending to a fourth playoff series loss 
to the Leafs since 2000. 

After that 2004 defeat, Melnyk fired head coach Jacques Martin and 
Bryan Murray was hired as coach. By 2007, Murray had succeeded John 
Muckler as team GM and would form a tight bond with Melnyk that would 
last until Murray’s death from cancer in 2017. 

Murray had a way of keeping Melnyk calm during tense hockey 
moments. 

Without question, Melnyk had some difficult relationships, especially in 
business, yet adored his daughters, Olivia and Anna. Divorced from wife 
Lori, Melnyk had a long-term relationship with Sharilyne Anderson. 

At one time he said it was a necessity for the team to move to LeBreton 
Flats, and he was pleasantly shocked when the RendezVous LeBreton 
project he had backed won a bid to build a new arena as part of a 
massive development project. 

But that project fell apart in a crossfire of lawsuits between Melnyk and 
Trinity Developments. 

In the aftermath, Melnyk said the team would do just fine in Kanata. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • March 30, 2022 

 

He was controversial, but where would Senators be without Eugene 
Melnyk? 

It wasn’t only club executives who came and went under Melnyk’s reign, 
but alumni as well. In recent years, ex-Senators like Daniel Alfredsson, 
Erik Karlsson and Chris Phillips have grown estranged from the 
franchise, and the original Senators Foundation disbanded. 

And yet, Melnyk’s philanthropic bent has been a consistent part of his 
tenure. I was at the St. Joseph’s Health Centre in Toronto in 2005 when 
Melnyk donated $5 million for a new hospital entranceway. The 
redevelopment was named in honour of Melnyk’s parents, the Ukrainian-
born Vera and Dr. Ferdinand Melnyk. Dr. Melnyk was instrumental in 
developing the first emergency department at St. Joseph’s. 

Melnyk was extremely proud of his Ukrainian heritage. One of his last 
initiatives was to pay homage to the people of Ukraine, currently under 
siege from Russian president Vladimir Putin. Melnyk arranged to have 
the Ukrainian anthem sung before every Senators home game at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

Due to the pandemic and other financial pressures, the CTC has not had 
great attendance, even when fans were finally allowed back in the venue 
as COVID-19 concerns eased somewhat. But Melnyk would have been 
inspired to hear that in the final home game before his passing, the arena 
was rocking with more than 17,000 fans on hand to witness an exciting 
overtime game against the Florida Panthers. 

Fiercely private, Melnyk and the team disclosed very little about his 
declining health in recent weeks. Melnyk underwent a liver transplant in 
2015 and while he rebounded somewhat, he has had recurring health 
issues. 

In recent years, there has been endless talk of Melnyk selling the team or 
at least taking on new partners, but he soldiered on solo. 

“Why would you sell it? It’s something that’s very difficult to buy,” Melnyk 
said a few years ago. 

"It’s just too much fun. What else are you going to do? I’m a Canadian. 
I’m a hockey fan.” 

Melnyk often said that the franchise would remain in the hands of his 
daughters long after he was gone. 

Melnyk’s oldest, Anna, is still in her early 20s, so it will be interesting to 
see how the family and NHL proceed from here. With NHL teams selling 
at more than $600 million US, the family has a lot of equity at stake with 
the Senators. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews isn't fixated on 50 ahead of showdown in Boston 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs skated at TD Garden in Boston on Tuesday.  

Auston Matthews isn't fixated on 50.  

"It's not something I really think about, honestly," the Leafs centre said. 
"That kind of stuff has a way of working itself out as long as I'm taking 
care of myself and making sure I'm playing the right way." 

Matthews scored a pair of goals in a win against Boston in November 
and if he can replicate the feat on Tuesday night then he'll become just 
the fourth Maple Leaf to score 50 goals in a season. The only names 
currently on that list are Rick Vaive (1981-82, 1982-83 and 1983-84), 
Gary Leeman (1989-90) and Dave Andreychuk (1993-94). 

"It's incredible," said Leafs winger William Nylander. "He's scoring goals 
all different ways. He's not even thinking about scoring goals. He's 
thinking about winning games." 

Matthews has been so special that 50 has felt inevitable for a while. He 
was on pace to surpass that number in the last two campaigns. Matthews 
tallied 47 goals in 70 games before the pandemic abruptly ended the 
2019-20 regular season. He posted 41 goals in 52 games during the 
abbreviated 2020-21 season.  

"We're all excited, but we don't talk about it or anything," said Nylander. 
"Like, I think we all know he's going to get 50 so there's no worry."  

How about 60?  

"That'd be incredible," Nylander said. "If there's anyone who can do it, it's 
him."  

Steven Stamkos, the last player to score 60, agrees. The Lightning 
captain, who hit the mark in the 2011-12 season, has predicted that 
Matthews will be the next player to reach that lofty total.  

"It's really humbling," Matthews said. "A guy who's been in this league a 
long time and accomplished pretty much everything there is to 
accomplish, so it's definitely humbling hearing that coming from him."   

Matthews has scored in eight of his last nine games. The Arizona native 
is quick to credit linemates Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting.   

"Our chemistry has gotten better and better as the season's gone on," 
Matthews said. "We've found a recipe for success within our work ethic 
and competitiveness on both sides of the puck." 

That chemistry and competitiveness will be put to the test against the 
Bruins, who are on a 14-2-1 run and have surged into a tie with the Leafs 
on 87 points.   

"I find they play the same day in, day out," observed Matthews. "They're 
really consistent and I think that comes from the veteran guys and the 
leadership they have in that room. They demand a certain standard so 
it's not really too surprising to see them have success. They play hard. 
They play really well on both sides of the puck." 

"It's as good a defensive team as there is in the league," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "They don't give you a whole lot. You have to really work 
to get to their net." 

Matthews will likely see a lot of perennial Selke Trophy contender Patrice 
Bergeron.  

"His hockey IQ is off the charts," Matthews said. "It's always a challenge. 
It's a challenge that has to excite you, to go up against guys of that 
calibre and to just compete." 

Matthews chases 50 against old foe Bergeron 

Auston Matthews admits that getting to 50 goals for the season isn't 
something he's focused on right now. He understands it is a big 
accomplishment but is more worried about the team getting wins. 

Nylander will remain on the third line with David Kampf and Pierre 
Engvall to start Tuesday's game. 

"Kampfer's more defensive-minded and focused on playing defence and 
that's a good help for me to get the thing going the other way," Nylander 
said.  

Since Jan. 18, Nylander has the worst plus-minus mark in the NHL (-21 
in 29 games). 

"It's something I don't like, obviously," Nylander said of being on the ice 
for so many goals against. "It's a s----y feeling." 

Keefe is quick to point out that this isn't all on Nylander. The goaltending 
has been shaky and there are other breakdowns that Nylander isn't 
involved with. But the 25-year-old has also struggled. On Saturday, 
Nylander was demoted following a poor backcheck. 

How's he dealing with everything?  

"In Montreal there, that's my guy, I got to do better," Nylander said. "OK. 
Next game I got to do better. That's all." 
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Nylander played a season low 14 minutes and 10 seconds on Sunday 
against the Florida Panthers, but he did play better.  

"He worked," said Keefe. "I thought he had the puck on his stick a fair bit 
and they had some good shifts. In the third period that line had some 
really good shifts, probably their best shifts came in the third." 

Meanwhile, Ilya Mikheyev scored a highlight-reel goal and made the 
most of his time on the second line with John Tavares. 

How concerned is Keefe about the unsettled second line?  

"It's high on the list, for sure," the coach acknowledged. "It has been, 
throughout the season at times, very good for us so we're confident in 
that, that we can get it to that point. At the same time, as we mix things 
up here maybe something else comes to light that we like." 

Nylander on being out there for goals against ‘I don’t like it, obviously’ 

William Nylander admits it's never a good feeling when you are out there 
for goals against and knows he has to do a better job of keeping tabs on 
his man in the defensive end. 

The fourth line has also been an issue of late. The Leafs didn't generate 
even one shot attempt with Jason Spezza, Colin Blackwell and Wayne 
Simmonds on the ice on Sunday. So, Keefe is making a change in 
Boston. Blackwell will move to the middle, which pushes Spezza to right 
wing. Kyle Clifford will draw in replacing Simmonds, who has gone 31 
games without scoring.  

"Blackwell's played centre through his life, not a whole lot in the NHL 
necessarily, but he's comfortable taking faceoffs," Keefe said. "He's 
actually quite good on the draw. We do have Spezza's presence there 
still to take faceoffs. We want to see how that changes the dynamic." 

What's the identity of the fourth line when it's clicking? 

"It depends on who's in and who's out," said Keefe. "But what we're 
looking for from the fourth line is to just be a line that can look to win 
shifts and generate momentum, spend time in the other end and give us 
energy, physicality, presence, those kind of things." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Playoff feel in return to Boston 

It's always a sore spot for the Maple Leafs when they return to Boston 
knowing the heartbreak that has taken place inside TD Garden in the 
past. Mark Masters has more on the playoff like atmosphere the Leafs 
are expexting. 

Nick Abruzzese may be able to help the fourth line. The Harvard forward, 
who represented Team USA at the Olympics, signed an entry-level deal 
with the Leafs over the weekend. 

"Really smart player," said Keefe. "Very skilled player. Has produced at a 
very high rate both at the USHL and now in college hockey. He was one 
of the captains at Harvard which speaks to his character and leadership 
and what his teammates think of him."  

Abruzzese racked up 33 points in 28 games this season en route to 
being named the Ivy League's player of the year. He skated with the 
Leafs for the first time on Tuesday taking reps with Spezza and 
Blackwell.   

"Even being out there for a morning skate where it's pretty relaxed and 
everyone's just trying to get loose, you can feel a higher pace and higher 
intensity level," the 22-year-old noted.  

Per Keefe, Abruzzese will make his NHL debut "in the near future."  

"They're having a great year," Abruzzese said, "and there's some pretty 
big aspirations so in whatever way I can help I'm just here to do that ... At 
the end of the day, I think I was ready to make this jump to professional 
hockey and I'm happy to have done that."  

Abruzzese, a fourth round pick in 2019, is grateful that the Leafs have 
fellow Harvard alumni like Blackwell and Alex Kerfoot already in the fold.  

"It makes the process a lot easier," he said. "I met Kerfoot a couple times 
last summer so I had a little familiarity with him." 

Abruzzese gets feet wet with Leafs 

Nick Abruzzese admits he had to shake some rust off for his first skate 
with the Maple Leafs, the 22-year old hasn't skated since his Harvard 
team was eliminated from the NCAA playoffs. He talks about the 
opportunity he's been given and adjusting to the speed and size of the 
NHL. 

Ondrej Kase did not travel to Boston with the team. He has not been 
seen on the ice since taking a hit to the head in Nashville on March 19.  

"He's in a holding pattern right now as he's trying to figure out his next 
steps," Keefe said. "He's continuing to be active and work out." 

Has Kase been diagnosed with a concussion?  

"They haven't told me that at this point," Keefe said. 

Jack Campbell participated in his first full team skate since being 
sidelined with a rib injury.  

"He doesn't look far off," noted Keefe. "I'd say day to day from here."  
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