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Providing offensive lift for Hurricanes, rookie Seth Jarvis ‘plays with no fear’ 

By Chip Alexander 

A few weeks ago, Seth Jarvis was watching the Carolina 
Hurricanes play. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Jarvis was “nicked up” a 
little physically and needed some recovery time. The rookie 
winger also had not scored in his last 18 games and the 
relentless grind of his first NHL season appeared to be 
wearing on him. 

But Jarvis has gone from a scratch, to back in the lineup, to a 
spot on the top line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. 

And, he’s producing points again. In the past seven games, 
he twice has had two-goal games and has had four multi-
point games overall — just what the Canes needed. 

Against Tampa Bay on Tuesday, Jarvis used his speed in 
transition to score, tipping a Teravainen pass past goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. The Canes (44-15-8), called “gassed” by 
Brind’Amour in the final game of a three-game road trip, lost 
4-3 in overtime, but earned a point. 

“You learn a lot from games where you’re not at your best,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s a very competitive kid and he’ll keep 
getting better. But it’s all about learning. Everyone can get 
better, always, but especially a young kid.” 

Jarvis’ Big Transition 

And Jarvis is still a kid. He turned 20 in February. The past 
two years, he was playing junior hockey for the Portland 
Winterhawks in the Western Hockey League while the 
Lightning were hoisting the Stanley Cup. 

This season, he has been on the ice against Tampa Bay’s 
Steven Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman and 
Vasilevskiy. He’s not in Portland anymore. 

“It’s a big whirlwind,” Jarvis said after Tuesday’s game. “I can 
remember watching the Stanley Cup last year and, yeah, it’s 
pretty crazy. If you sit back and think of where I am this year 
compared to last year it’s really cool, but now that I’m in this 
position I’ve got to take full advantage.” 

It has been a season of taking advantage of every 
opportunity for the Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick. Jarvis 
starred in a rookie tournament before the Canes’ training 
camp. He then made the Canes’ roster out of camp while in 
the either/or position of either staying with the big team all 
season or being sent back to junior. 

He made his NHL debut against Arizona, earning his first 
NHL point. He scored his first goal against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, and first game-winning goal against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. He had his first multi-goal game against 
Washington. 

Getting Physical 

But Jarvis also was sidelined by COVID-19. He missed 
games with a lower-body injury. He absorbed a few big hits 
along the way as teams physically tested the 5-10, 175-
pound forward. 

“With the physicality I think I’ve gotten better and better as 
the year’s gone on,” Jarvis said. “I think at the start it was a 
big problem for me, just battling bigger guys. Now, I think I 
kind of find a way to get around it and kind of push through 
it.” 

Canes center Vincent Trocheck, another smaller guy, 
appreciates Jarvis’ willingness to mix it up with bigger 
players. 

“He plays hard. He doesn’t shy away from any physical 
contact,” Trocheck said. “He goes in the hard areas, he plays 
with no fear. A guy with his size, to be able to do that, is all 
that really matters.” 

Jarvis has both the speed and hands to make opponents 
look bad. Against the St. Louis Blues on Saturday, he took a 
pass from Teravainen and suddenly found himself going one 
on one with veteran defenseman Colton Parayko. 

“I’ve always grown up taking it to the net,” Jarvis said. 

Reminded that Parayko had, oh, seven inches and 50 
pounds on him, Jarvis smiled and said, “I’m not smart 
enough to not try it. Basically a stupid willingness to go.” 

Jarvis deftly went from backhand to forehand to beating 
goalie Ville Husso in a flash. The Canes had a 2-0 lead and 
Jarvis also scored the final goal in a 7-2 road victory. 

Feeling Comfortable 

Brind’Amour changes up the lines, but has kept Jarvis 
together with Aho and Teravainen for a few games and the 
results have been there. Like those tough, grind-it-out 
games, Jarvis has continue to learn from being about the two 
crafty Finns. 

“It’s awesome,” Jarvis said. “I think the biggest thing is 
always being ready to shoot. Those guys are elite passers 
and they find a way to get you the puck, and I have to be 
ready to kind of pull the trigger at any time. The biggest thing 
I’ve been working on is not to be afraid to let the shots go.” 

Jarvis said early in the season he was more the quiet type in 
the locker room and around the players, afraid to say or do 
the wrong things. That quickly changed — or maybe you 
missed him dressed up as Santa Claus to help out goalie 
Antti Raanta with his kids. He’s one of the guys now. 

“I feel more comfortable in my skin and comfortable around 
the rink, which always helps on the ice,” Jarvis said. 

Of Note: Gunler Signs 

The Canes on Wednesday signed forward Noel Gunler to a 
three-year, entry-level contract that will pay him $775,000 at 
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the NHL level and $80,000 at the AHL level, with a signing 
bonus of $262,500. Gunler will join the Chicago Wolves of 
the AHL on a professional tryout contract. 

Gunler, 20, had 13 goals and 10 assists in 52 regular-season 
games with Brynas IF of the Swedish Hockey League this 
season. Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said Gunler, a second-round draft pick in 2020, is a 
“sharpshooter who has the pace to play our up-tempo style.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Montreal Canadiens 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM.

 

 

 

Preview: Canes vs. Canadiens 

Carolina seeks to move point streak to six games 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are back on home 
ice after a three-game road trip, hosting the Montreal 
Canadiens for the final meeting of their regular season 
series. 

When: Thursday, March 31, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 44-15-8 (96 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday, March 29. 

Canadiens Record: 18-31-11 (47 Points, 8th - Atlantic 
Division) 

Canadiens Last Game: 7-4 Loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Tuesday, March 29. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

 Thursday, October 21: Kotkaniemi scores in first 
game against Montreal, Canes advance to 4-0-0. 

 Thursday, December 30: After nearly two weeks of 
COVID-19 postponements, the Canes return to play 
with Antti Raanta's first shutout as a member of the 
team. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes earned five out of a possible six 
points on a three-game road trip despite falling to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Tuesday. 26 seconds into OT Jordan Staal 
was called for a holding penalty, sending the Bolts to the 
man advantage where they'd cash in for the third time to 
reach the 4-3 final. It was just the second time this season 
Carolina allowed three goals on the power play. 

Jarvis Racking Them Up: With yet another multi-point 
performance against Tampa, rookie Seth Jarvis now has had 
multiple points in four of his last seven games played. His 28 
points this season rank fifth among players selected in the 
2020 draft. 

The Dynamic Duo: Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
both enter tonight on five-game point streaks. Aho has three 
goals and two assists since March 22, while Teravainen has 
provided seven helpers. 

Cole's Contributions: Defenseman Ian Cole comes into 
tonight's matchup with four assists in his last three games 
played. It's the third time this season that the first-year Cane 
has had a three-game streak, the first of which involves a 
multi-point game. 

Possible Kotkaniemi Update: Tuesday in Tampa the only 
update Rod Brind'Amour had on forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was that he was being looked at again on Wednesday. The 
team's newly extended forward was hit in the final seconds 
of the team's win over Washington on Monday, struggling to 
make his way off the ice. Brind'Amour is expected to speak 
to the media after morning skate. 

A Look At The Other Side: Since Montreal was in Raleigh 
four months ago they have made some massive changes to 
the organization. Kent Hughes was hired as General 
Manager on January 19 and three weeks later Martin St. 
Louis was named the team's new head coach. Although they 
will not be making the post-season this year, their team has 
played much better since the changes occurred, going 10-8-
4 with St. Louis behind the bench. The Habs have earned 
points in seven of their last ten games entering tonight. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Max Domi's first goal with the 
Canes will be his 100th of his NHL career. Jordan Staal is 
two points shy of 600 for his career. Andrei Svechnikov is 
two points shy of 200 for his Hurricanes and NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their red 
sweaters tonight.
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Super 16: Avalanche No. 1, Rangers move into top five of power rankings 

Wild climb one spot, Penguins fall two 

By Dan Rosen 

The New York Rangers have moved into the top five of the 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings for the first time in almost 
three months. 

The Rangers are No. 5 this week; they were No. 4 on Jan. 6. 
New York was as high as No. 2 on Dec. 9. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins fell two spots to No. 7. 

The same 16 teams are ranked for a third consecutive week, 
with the Colorado Avalanche at No. 1 for a 10th straight 
week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, which gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (47-14-6) 

Total points: 223 
Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche scored at least one power-play goal in eight 
straight games since March 13 (11-for-24, 45.8 percent). 
They're 6-1-1 in those games. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (45-15-6) 

Total points: 209 
Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers scored at least three goals in 32 of 37 games 
since Dec. 29 and are 26-5-1. Their 268 goals lead the NHL 
and are a single-season Florida record.  

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (44-15-8) 

Total points: 193 
Last week: No. 3 

The Hurricanes have a five-game point streak against teams 
in a Stanley Cup Playoff position (3-0-2): a 3-2 win against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, a 4-3 shootout loss to the Dallas 
Stars, a 7-2 win against the St. Louis Blues, a 6-1 win 
against the Washington Capitals, and a 4-3 overtime loss to 
the Lightning. Carolina is 10-6-5 against Eastern Conference 
teams in a playoff position. 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (42-18-6) 

Total points: 184 
Last week: No. 4 

A 4-3 overtime win against the Hurricanes on Tuesday 
ended an eight-game skid (0-7-1) against Eastern 
Conference opponents in a playoff position. Tampa Bay has 
won three in a row. 

5. NEW YORK RANGERS (44-19-5) 

Total points: 153 
Last week: No. 7 

The Rangers have won four straight games against Eastern 
teams in a playoff spot, defeating the Pittsburgh Penguins 
twice, the Hurricanes and Lightning. They are 10-2-0 against 
the other seven potential playoff teams from the East since 
Dec. 31 and 13-5-0 overall. 

6. CALGARY FLAMES (40-18-8) 

Total points: 149 
Last week: No. 6 

The Flames have lost twice to the Avalanche since March 
13, their only losses to a team in playoff position from the 
Western Conference since Jan. 27.  

7. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (40-18-10) 

Total points: 141 
Last week: No. 5 

The Penguins were 8-for-19 on the power play (42.1 percent) 
in their past five games, scoring at least one power-play goal 
in each. They're 2-2-1, each regulation loss to the Rangers. 
Pittsburgh plays its next five games against teams in a 
playoff position (Minnesota Wild, two against Colorado, 
Rangers and Washington Capitals). 

8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (42-19-5) 

Total points: 127 
Last week: No. 8 

The Maple Leafs won their past six games against Eastern 
Conference teams in a playoff position, including two against 
the Hurricanes, since Feb. 7.  

9. MINNESOTA WILD (41-20-4) 

Total points: 125 
Last week: No. 10 

The Wild have won seven in a row since March 16, scoring 
at least three goals and allowing two or fewer.  
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10. BOSTON BRUINS (41-20-5) 

Total points: 105 
Last week: No. 9 

Taylor Hall scored in back-to-back games and three of five 
after the forward scored three goals in 22 games from Jan. 
26 to March 16. Boston is 14-3-1 since Feb. 19. 

11. ST. LOUIS BLUES (37-20-9) 

Total points: 73 
Last week: No. 11 

The Blues were 5-6-3 in March. It is their first month with a 
sub-.500 points percentage this season (6-1-0 in October, 6-
6-3 in November, 6-2-2 in December, 8-4-0 in January, 6-1-1 
in February). 

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (37-21-10) 

Total points: 65 
Last week: No. 12 

The Capitals lost three of five games since winning four in a 
row and getting a point in eight straight from March 3-18. 
They have scored 12 goals in those five. Washington scored 
19 goals in the four-game winning streak and 36 in the eight-
game point streak (7-0-1). 

13. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (39-24-4) 

Total points: 61 
Last week: No. 13 

The Predators scored at least four goals in 10 of 13 games 
since March 5 after scoring at least four in one of eight 
games from Feb. 9-March 2. They are 9-4-0 in those games, 
including 8-2-0 when they score at least four goals. They 
were 2-6-0 in their previous eight. 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (36-23-10) 

Total points: 36 
Last week: No. 14 

The Kings haven't won two in a row since winning three 
straight from March 4-7. They are 4-4-3 since then. 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (38-25-5) 

Total points: 31 
Last week: No. 15 

Prior to their 4-3 shootout win against the Kings on 
Wednesday, the Oilers had not defeated a team in position 
to make the playoffs from the West since Feb. 15, a 5-2 win 
against Los Angeles.  

16. DALLAS STARS (37-25-3) 

Total points: 24 
Last week: No. 16 

The Stars are 5-2-0 since losing three in a row from March 8-
15. Forward Roope Hintz scored six goals in his past five 
games and needs one for 30 this season. 

Others receiving points: Winnipeg Jets 3, Vegas Golden 
Knights 2 

Dropped out: None 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Dallas Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 
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MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. St. 
Louis Blues; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 

Dallas Stars; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Dallas Stars
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NHL Power Rankings: Avs Back on Top, But Top 10 Gets Shaken Up 

The Colorado Avalanche are back on top of the power 
rankings, but the top 10 saw some interesting moving this 
past week. 

By Jason Chen 

There’s no doubt that games are more important in March 
and April than they are in October and November. While the 
Eastern Conference playoff teams have been decided 
months ago, seeding will matter. In the Western Conference, 
the race for the third-place spots in each division and 
consequently the two final wild-card spots will likely come 
down to the wire. 

Tuesday’s games offered some insight with previews of 
potential matchups but it’s still tough to gauge which teams 
will come out on top. The Leafs-Bruins, Canes-Lightning, 
Rangers-Pens and Avs-Flames matchups have been 
featured 11 times this season, and seven of them were 
decided by a single goal.  

Teams on the Power Rankings will fluctuate depending on 
their recent play, which is why the Avs aren’t always first and 
the Habs aren’t always last. The margin between two teams 
can be tiny, and a fun exercise is to ask if the higher-ranked 
team has the advantage in a seven-game series if it were to 
begin today.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com) 

1. Colorado Avalanche (47-14-6, +70. CF%: 7th, xGF%: 
10th. PR: 2) 

Bednar was right; it was a “gutsy win” even though they were 
outshot by 15 and needed some special teams luck to win a 
tight game against the Flames on Tuesday. It’s very 
encouraging to know the Avs can count on Kuemper to steal 
a game with MacKinnon and Landeskog out of the lineup, 
especially when goaltending was expected to be the weakest 
part of their lineup and Kuemper starting the season so 
slowly. 

2. Florida Panthers (42-14-6, +74. CF%: 1st, xGF%: 2nd. 
PR: 1) 

The wins against the Habs and Sens were much closer than 
they should’ve been. Giroux has yet to score a goal though 
he’s provided five helpers and Chiarot is minus-2 through 
four games. Bill Zito addressed the Panthers’ needs and now 
they just need some time to gel. 

3. New York Rangers (40-19-5, +26. CF%: 30th, xGF%: 
26th. PR: 3) 

They’ve lost only twice in their past nine games despite a 
tough schedule, and it should be smooth sailing from here. 
Their remaining games include two each against the Wings, 
Flyers and Isles, and also the Devils, Sens and Habs. 

4. Calgary Flames (40-18-8, +70. CF%: 2nd, xGF%: 3rd. PR: 
5) 

The Flames couldn’t bury the Avalanche even though they 
were missing several key players, scoring just once on 45 
shots and going 1-for-5 on the power play in a litmus-test 
game. It felt like the Avs stole the game rather than the 
Flames squandering an opportunity, and while the Avs win 
the season series 2-0-1, two of the wins were by just one 
goal. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (42-19-5, +44. CF%: 6th, xGF%: 4th. 
PR: 6) 

The Leafs got bailed out by Erik Kallgren once again, and 
now they’re chewing their fingernails hoping Jack Campbell 
returns soon. The win against the Bruins on Tuesday 
showed they can be a pretty resilient group but it was far 
from convincing after allowing three unanswered goals 
before time ran out. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning (42-18-6, +34. CF%: 13th, xGF%: 
7th. PR: 9) 

The Lightning’s special teams were excellent during their two 
Cup runs, and it was what powered them to a 4-3 overtime 
win against the Canes. They scored three power-play goals 
against the league’s best PK to earn their third straight win 
and have not lost more than three games in a row all season. 
They are still the most consistent team in the league and a 
three-peat is definitely possible. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes (44-15-8, +64. CF%: 3rd, xGF%: 5th. 
PR: 8) 

The Canes play the Wild this Saturday and that will have a 
significant impact and how the top-10 will shake out next 
week. There’s no reason to panic but suddenly the Canes 
look more vulnerable than they’ve been all season with six 
losses in their past nine games. 

8. Boston Bruins (41-20-5, +24. CF%: 5th, xGF%: 1st. PR: 4) 

The Bruins just didn’t look sharp and it’s the second time 
they’ve lost to the Leafs by at least two goals. More 
concerning was that the Bruins couldn’t smell the blood in 
the water after the Leafs lost Lyubushkin and Holl to injury, 
and Swayman lasted just two periods. It’s a big drop from 
last week, but considering the opponent and the situation, it 
was a very disappointing showing. 

9. Minnesota Wild (37-20-4, +32. CF%: 11th, xGF%: 9th. PR: 
12) 

Their seven-game winning streak is the best in the league 
right now and acquiring Fleury seems like a stroke of genius 
because he’s been up to the task and also pushed Talbot to 
play better. It’s their fifth winning streak of four games or 
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more this season, but does their recent success warrant a 
higher spot on the rankings among the league’s elite? That’s 
a tough question. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins (39-16-10, +41. CF%: 10th, xGF%: 
6th. PR: 7) 

Two straight losses to the Rangers, one on the road and one 
at home, is not a good look. Igor Shesterkin’s 2.38 GAA 
against the Penguins is the second-lowest among over the 
past three seasons, trailing only Vasilevskiy’s 2.17 GAA. 

11. Nashville Predators (39-24-4, +26. CF%: 18th, xGF%: 
16th. PR: 11) 

Losses to L.A. and Vegas should drop the Preds a few spots, 
but who would pick them against the Preds if a seven-game 
series were to begin today? Roman Josi’s 28 points in March 
leads the league, making a strong push for the Norris and 
making sure the Preds don’t lose too much ground. 

12. Winnipeg Jets (32-25-10. CF%: 17th, xGF%: 17th. PR: 
13) 

The Jets have won eight of their past 11 games, and they’re 
building some serious momentum entering the final month. 
Hellebuyck’s play has improved and their offense has been 
virtually unstoppable with six forwards scoring at least 10 
points in March. It’s just been difficult to gauge the Jets 
relative to the competition since they have only two divisional 
games remaining on their schedule, both of them against the 
Avs. 

13. Dallas Stars (37-25-3, -2. CF%: 19th, xGF%: 14th. PR: 
15) 

They were robbed by Thatcher Demko last Saturday, 
otherwise it could’ve easily been a five-game winning streak. 
Still, winning four of their past five is very good, and after 
going 4-9-1 on the road in 2021, have since gone 12-7-1 in 
2022 with the eighth-best P%. 

14. Los Angeles Kings (36-23-9, +2. CF%: 4th, xGF%: 8th. 
PR: 10) 

The Kings are lucky the Pacific is terrible because their 
recent stretch of play has left a lot to be desired. Over the 
past week, Petersen and Quick have a combined .883 Sv% 
and their ice time leader is rookie Sean Durzi. 

15. St. Louis Blues (35-18-9, +47. CF%: 22nd, xGF%: 25th. 
PR: 14) 

They’ve lost five of their past seven no thanks to poor 
goaltending and lackluster efforts. Leading scorer Jordan 
Kyrou has not scored a goal in 10 games, his longest 
drought of the season. I can’t figure them out, and it seems 
like neither can Craig Berube. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights (36-28-4, +10. CF%: 9th, xGF%: 
11th. PR: 20) 

Lehner is inching toward a return so that’s very good news, 
and Thompson has done a very good job of keeping them 
competitive. Still, the Knights have the added challenge of 
having to navigate the cap, having to place Smith on LTIR to 
active Martinez, and also deal with Dadonov’s awkward 
situation. To Dadonov’s credit, he’s been playing like he 
really wants to stay. 

17. Edmonton Oilers (37-25-5, +17. CF%: 8th, xGF%: 12th. 
PR: 16) 

There’s no offense in the world that can be built to win 
games consistently if you allow four goals every night. At this 
point, we assume the Oilers’ game plan involves only half the 
ice. They have only one road win in March and have not 
beaten a Western Conference team currently in playoff 
position since Feb. 15 against the Kings. 

18. Washington Capitals (37-21-10, +28. CF%: 15th, xGF%: 
15th. PR: 17) 

For the first time in the cap era, the Caps may not have a 
single goalie with more than 20 wins. Ilya Samsonov sits at 
19, but he’s played only in back-to-backs and currently 
entrenched in a backup role behind Vitek Vanecek. Of the 
eight playoff-bounds teams in the East, the Caps are the only 
ones who seem to have no chance of getting past the first 
round. 

19. New York Islanders (29-27-9. CF%: 26th, xGF%: 21st. 
PR: 18) 

Any takers on when we might actually see Cory Schneider in 
action? With a .921 Sv% in the AHL this season, he’s proven 
that he can still play, but he has not played a single minute in 
the NHL since March 6, 2020. Called up to replace the 
injured Sorokin, the Isles have four back-to-backs in April. 

20. Vancouver Canucks (32-27-9, -2. CF%: 16th, xGF%: 
18th. PR: 21) 

The Canucks are always just on the cusp but they’ll need to 
win games and get help from the out-of-town scoreboards. 
They’ve lost seven of their past 10 games but still somehow 
sit four points out of the final wild-card spot. 

21. San Jose Sharks (29-28-8, -31. CF%: 31st, xGF%: 23rd. 
PR: 22) 

Reimer has been very good this season, but it’s also these 
kinds of surprise performances – Meier being the other one – 
that keeps the Sharks from committing to a full re-build. 

22. Buffalo Sabres (23-33-8, -52. CF%: 24th, xGF%: 30th. 
PR: 24) 

They’re 10 games below .500 yet this might be their most 
exciting and fun season in recent memory. Tage Thompson 
and Jeff Skinner are two and three goals away from 30, 
respectively, which would be the first time since the 2010-11 
season the Sabres featured two 30-goal scorers. The 
dynamic duo in question? Thomas Vanek and Drew Stafford. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets (32-30-5, -31. CF%: 25th, xGF%: 
28th. PR: 19) 

Is Jakub Voracek a poor shooter or just the unluckiest man in 
the world? Even with three goals, Voracek’s 4.1 S% is the 
lowest in the cap era among forwards who have scored at 
least 40 points in a season. In fact, Voracek makes the list 
twice, also ranking sixth with a 5.2 S% in 2015-16 with 11 
goals and 55 points on 213 shots. Oh, the Jackets have also 
lost five of their past six. 

24. Chicago Blackhawks (24-33-10-, -51. CF%: 28th, xGF%: 
29th. PR: 25) 
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Over the past week, the Blackhawks have both the third-best 
GF/GP and the third-worst GA/GP. If anything, their games 
are exciting. 

25. New Jersey Devils (23-36-5, -36. CF%: 12th, xGF%: 
13th. PR: 23) 

The Devils went 0-5-0 on their most recent road trip and 
have not won on the road since Feb. 24. Only three of their 
forwards have managed to score over the past week: 
Hughes, Hischier and Bratt. 

26. Seattle Kraken (21-39-6, -57. CF%: 14th, xGF%: 20th. 
PR: 27) 

If the Kraken beat the Knights on Wednesday, it would give 
them five wins in March, tying a franchise record. H-I-S-T-O-
R-I-C. 

27. Montréal Canadiens (18-38-11, -81. CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 
31st. PR: 28) 

At least the games are close? Over the past five games, the 
Habs are 1-2-2 with only one loss that was decided by more 
than one goal. Even Tuesday’s loss to the Panthers was 
close, having erased a 4-1 deficit before allowing three more 
goals in the third period in a 7-4 loss. 

28. Ottawa Senators (23-37-6, -46. CF%: 21st, xGF%: 24th. 
PR: 30) 

Eugene Melnyk has his critics, but the Sens have had some 
incredibly successful seasons under his ownership. Since 
buying the team in 2003, the Sens have made the playoffs 
nine times, highlighted by a trip to the 2007 finals. 

29. Arizona Coyotes (20-41-5, -72. CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 32nd. 
PR: 26) 

The Coyotes are 0-4-1 since trading Scott Wedgewood while 
the Stars are 4-1-0. I think Jim Nill might know something the 
rest of us don’t. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (21-35-11, -65. CF%: 27th, xGF%: 
27th. PR: 32) 

With all due respect to Hayden Hodgson, when an undrafted 
26-year-old rookie is your latest bright spot, it means you’re 
grasping at anything to stay positive. 

31. Detroit Red Wings (26-32-8, -64. CF%: 29th, xGF%: 
22nd. PR: 29) 

The Wings looked better than expected earlier this season 
but, uh, what’s the ‘r’ word again? Allowing 11 goals against 
the Pens set a new low (or is it high?) for the cap era, and it 
wasn’t even the first time the Wings allowed double-digit 
goals or voluntarily pulled their goalies twice in the same 
game. 

32. Anaheim Ducks (27-30-11, -30. CF%: 20th, xGF%: 19th. 
PR: 31) 

The Ducks have been both historically good and historically 
bad this season, a testament to their inconsistency and how 
much work Pat Verbeek has in front of him. After an eight-
game winning streak in November, the third-longest streak in 
franchise history, they’ve now lost 10 games in a row, the 
longest losing streak in franchise history.

 

Hurricanes Sign Gunler to Entry-Level Contract 

The Carolina Hurricanes locked in one of their top prospects, 
signing Noel Gunler to a three-year entry-level contract. 

By Mike Stephens 

The Carolina Hurricanes have locked up one of their top 
prospects.  

The Hurricanes took a break from their torrid 2021-22 
season to round out a piece of their future, announcing on 
Wednesday that the club has signed forward Noel Gunler to 
a three-year entry-level contract.  

The deal, which will kick in ahead of the 2022-23 season and 
run through 2024-25, carries an average annual value of 
$775,000 at the NHL level, and $80,000 at the AHL for each 
of its three years.  

Additionally, the Hurricanes announced that Gunler will join 
the team's AHL affiliate, the Chicago Wolves, on a 
professional tryout contract for the remainder of the season.  

Gunler, who was selected by the Hurricanes with the 41st 
pick in the 2020 NHL draft, is coming off a successful season 
with Brynas IF Galve of the SHL, racking up a career-best 13 

goals and 23 points in 52 games. The 20-year-old winger 
also represented Sweden on the international stage at the 
2021 World Junior Championship, scoring at a point-per-
game pace with five points in five games.  

"Noel is a sharpshooter who has the pace to play our up-
tempo style," said Hurricanes GM Don Waddell in a 
statement.  

"We're lucky to have him join the Wolves for their playoff 
run." 

Measuring in at 6'2 but only 185 pounds, Gunler will likely 
need to grow into his somewhat lanky frame before making 
the leap to the NHL. Regardless, Gunler has the type of raw 
on-ice tools that will intrigue any Hurricanes fan, with a shot 
that will only become more lethal as he continues to develop 
on North American ice.  

Despite being one of the top teams in the entire NHL, and 
perhaps a Stanley Cup favorite this season, the Hurricanes 
have done a fine job at replenishing their prospect cupboard 
each year.  

Signing Gunler only serves as another example of that.
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: On To the Home Stretch 

Heading into the last month of the season the Carolina 
Hurricanes top the Metropolitan Division, but a lot is still to be 
determined. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 96 Points (44-15-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes were seemingly able to break out of 
their scoring slump with Seth Jarvis, Nino Niederreiter and 
Martin Necas breaking through. The Canes' new addition of 
Max Domi also helped in the effort against the Washington 
Capitals with a two-assist performance. The biggest issue 
with the Canes has been front and center over the last few 
games and was the reason the Canes lost last night. They 
cannot stop taking penalties.  

Since the start of March, they have taken 43 penalties which 
is the fifth most in the league over this time. The Canes are 
lucky that they have the best penalty kill in the league and 
have only let up six goals against while also scoring two 
short-handed goals in this time frame. However, we saw last 
night a poorly timed penalty by the captain, Jordan Staal, 
which led to the game-winning goal in overtime for the 
Lightning. Sure, refs swallow their whistles in the playoffs, 
but the Canes have had a horrid penalty differential this 
season, and they have had negative differentials over their 
last three postseason campaigns. 

Now more than ever the Canes need to focus on playing a 
disciplined game. They have great even strength numbers 
and have the best penalty kill in the league. However, even 
the best penalty kill in the league will lead to additional goals 
against. When you fight for every goal in the postseason, you 
can’t afford any free goals against.  

2. New York Rangers: 91 Points (43-19-5) 

The Rangers’ trade deadline has paid massive dividends. In 
just six games since Frank Vatrano was traded to the New 
York Rangers, he has had four goals in six games played. All 
four have come in the last three games including two in their 
two games against the Pittsburgh Penguins. The Rangers 
have also gotten a big return out of the new acquisition of 
Andrew Copp who also has five points in his three games 
with the Rangers since the trade deadline.  

Both had an impact on last night’s game against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. The win over the Pens also brought the 
Rangers to second place in the division. The win also brings 
the Rangers' record in their last 10 games up to 7-3-0 which 
is the best record in the Metropolitan Division over this time. 
The Rangers now have one game in hand with a one-point 
lead in the standings with one remaining game against the 
Penguins next Thursday. 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 90 Points (40-18-10) 

Yesterday the NHL announced that the salary cap will 
increase $1 million to $82.5 million. The league also 
announced that there will not be any significant increase to 
the cap until the 2025-2026 season. This is due to the $1 
billion debt the players accrued during the pandemic. An 
additional $1 million in cap space will certainly help the 
Penguins re-sign key pieces of their roster who are free 
agents at the end of the season.  

One of those key pending free agents is Evgeni Malkin who 
recorded his first hat-trick of the year on Sunday. The 
Penguins scored 11 goals against the Detroit Red Wings 
which also saw a goal from newly acquired forward Rikard 
Rakell. This was Rakell’s first goal as a Penguin. This was 
the first time that the Pens scored 11 goals since 1993. 
Malkin is the sixth player on the Penguins to record a hat-
trick and now the Pens are tied with the Boston Bruins for the 
most hat tricks in the league.  

4. Washington Capitals: 84 Points (37-21-10) 

The Washington Capitals have been one of the hottest 
teams in the month of March but ended with a whimper on a 
6-2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. While the Canes won the 
battle, the Caps won the war with a 3-1-0 record in the 
season series with the Canes. Some bad news for the Caps, 
the only team that had a better month was the Boston Bruins 
who they are competing with for the top wild-card position in 
the East that is getting more crowded. The Atlantic Division 
now has three teams that are within two points of each other 
with the last place of the Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, and 
Tampa Bay Lightning being the Caps' competition for the top 
wild card. 

The best video of the season came last weekend. The Caps 
had a fan giveaway of foam apples reading “N1KY” to 
celebrate Niklas Backstrom’s 1,000th NHL point. When the 
fan-favorite scored a goal in their game against the New 
Jersey Devils, the apples rained down onto the ice. Fans 
spontaneously threw their giveaways onto the ice which 
caused chaos on the ice. It turns out thousands of foam 
apples take longer to clean up than hats. It was a real team 
effort for the cleanup, but everyone seemed to embrace and 
enjoy the chaos.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 69 Points (32-30-5) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets will be without their backup 
goaltender and pending unrestricted free agent, Joonas 
Korpisalo for the rest of the season. Korpisalso needs 
surgery for a hip injury he sustained that has a six-month 
recovery. Hip injuries are tough for goalies which we have 
seen recently with Cory Schneider among others. He may be 
able to return to the ice in six months but it can take a full 
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season for a goalie to return to pre-injury form. This will also 
hurt his prospects in free agency which could lead to him 
staying with Columbus in a backup role. 

Columbus is looking to sign the fifth overall pick from the 
2021 draft, Kent Johnson. Johnson is a forward for at the 
University of Michigan who can also play center. Michigan 
made it to the Frozen Four and will play in the national semi-
finals on April 7 against Denver. Once Michigan’s season is 
over, the Blue Jackets will expect to sign Johnson and get 
him some NHL experience before heading into a full 
offseason and training camp. Johnson also played in the 
Winter Olympics for Team Canada and scored one goal and 
four assists in five games.  

6. New York Islanders: 67 Points (29-27-9) 

The New York Islanders were without Ilya Sorokin for last 
night’s game against the Columbus Blue Jackets with an 
upper-body injury. The Islanders are not expecting Sorokin to 
be out long-term, but he could miss another game or two. 
The Isles will rely on backup Semyon Varlamov and re-called 
Cory Schneider from the AHL to serve as the backup. 
Schneider isn’t expected to play unless Sorokin can’t come 
back by Friday when the Isles are on the back-half of a back-
to-back. 

GM Lou Lamoriello said that he was unhappy with his current 
forward group’s performance after the trade deadline. The 
statement was odd after the only moves he made were to 
extend current forwards and didn’t make any other deals. 
The Islanders are hoping to get an addition in the form of 
undrafted college free agent Bobby Trivigno. Trivigno is a 
Hobey Baker finalist this season and served as the captain of 
the defending NCAA champions in UMASS. The forward is 
able to sign with any team and the Islanders are one of 
several teams making a big push to sign him.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 53 Points (24-27-5) 

Jack Hughes has continued his tear on the ice with two goals 
against the Montreal Canadiens on Monday. The goals were 

his 23rd and 24th of the season and now has 54 total points 
all at the age of 20. Heading into the 2019 draft he was one 
of two candidates for the first overall pick and the New 
Jersey Devils get to be happy with their pick every day. His 
54 points match that of the second overall pick of Kaapo 
Kakko.  

According to Tankathon, the Devils have a 7.6% chance to 
win the draft lottery, but still have a realistic chance to get to 
the fourth-best odds of 9.7% which is currently occupied by 
the Ottawa Senators. The Devils are a team that is 
underperforming this season. They have had great 
contributions up and down their lineup, but have been largely 
undone by poor goaltending. They will hope that they can 
tank down to get the fifth pick and then solve their 
goaltending issues in free agency or with a draft-day trade in 
the offseason.  

8. Philadelphia Flyers: 53 Points (21-35-11) 

The Philadelphia Flyers have now begun their post-Claude 
Giroux era with a 1-4-0 record. The Flyers GM Chuck 
Fletcher has said the rest of the season will be used with an 
eye toward the future. One of the biggest changes has been 
Cam York playing on the first pairing with Ivan Proverov. 
York has replaced Justin Braun and the York-Proverov 
pairing has played better. York and Proverov have a 49.48% 
goals for, up five points from Proverov and Braun’s 44.85%. 
The 20-year-old defenseman is also being evaluated on the 
Flyers top power-play unit.  

The Flyers also signed another piece they hope to be a key 
future piece in Noah Cates to a two-year entry-level contract. 
Cates was a senior at the University of Minnesota-Duluth 
whose season came to an end on Friday. Cates, a left-
winger, also played on Team USA in the Winter Olympics 
where he scored one goal in four games played. In 37 
games this season as a senior, he had 11 goals and 13 
assists. He has slotted into the third line. This year will count 
as a full season so he will only be signed through next 
season.

 

Hurricanes sign Noel Gunler to three-year entry-level contract 

The forward was drafted 41st overall by the Hurricanes in the 
2020 NHL Draft. 

By Matthew Somma 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced today that they have 
signed 2020 second round pick Noel Gunler to an entry-level 
contract. The deal pays Gunler $775,000 at the NHL level 
and $80,000 at the AHL level, coming with a signing bonus 
of $262,500. Gunler just wrapped up his SHL season 
yesterday, with his team losing in the play-in round for the 
SHL playoffs. During the season, Gunler scored 13 goals 
and finished with 23 points in 52 games, good for fourth on 
the team in scoring. Hurricanes General Manager Don 
Waddell had this to say about Gunler, in the team release: 

“Noel is a sharpshooter who has the pace to play our up-
tempo style,” said Waddell. “We’re lucky to have him join the 
Wolves for their playoff run.” 

Gunler is a great addition to the already deep prospect pool 
that the Hurricanes have. He’s a legitimate goal scorer that 
doesn’t sacrifice defensive responsibility when he’s on the 
ice. The past concerns about Gunler’s attitude have been 
overblown and unwarranted, and Gunler seems like a great 
fit here. I think he can thrive under Ryan Warsofsky’s 
system. It’s a system that focuses on pace and all-out attack, 
much like the system that Rod Brind’Amour implements. He 
likely spends at least two years in the AHL to adjust to the 
North American game and continue to round out his game. 
There are some wrinkles that he needs to smooth out before 
getting to the NHL, but I believe in him. The offensive skill 
alone makes me believe that he could slot into the team’s top 
six in the future.
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Montreal Canadiens: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to complete the season sweep over the 
Canadiens.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (44-15-8) vs. Montreal Canadiens (18-
38-11) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 68 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Eyes on the Prize 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Life for the Montreal Canadiens this season can absolutely 
be divided into before and after Martin St. Louis. The 
Canadiens were 8-30-7 under Dominique Ducharme, an 
embarrassing start to the season for a team that went all the 
way to the Stanley Cup Final the year prior. The hiring of St. 
Louis in February was met with skepticism, but something’s 
working: the team is 10-8-4 since the switch.  

The Canadiens’ record since February 10, the first day of the 
St. Louis Era, has them on par with other playoff-bound 
teams. Their 24 points is tied with the Blues and Lightning 
and ahead of the Predators (22) and playoff-hopeful Golden 
Knights (17). Seeing the Canadiens play with energy and 
passion now, it’s easy to imagine a world where things never 
went wrong in the first place, where players were 
encouraged to have fun and be creative and be themselves.  

Instead, the Canadiens were the first team eliminated this 
season. Now they’re just playing for pride, which can be a 
pretty powerful motivator. Their losses aren’t blowouts, 
they’re playing close games against talented teams, and they 
very well might enjoy getting to play spoiler down the stretch 
for teams jostling for position in the standings.  

The Hurricanes and Canadiens have met twice this season, 
with the Hurricanes outscoring them 8-1. Those games were 
before St. Louis took over, so the Hurricanes need to be 
prepared to take on a hungrier, scrappier Canadiens team 
than they’ve seen previously.  

For the final time this season, let’s see how these two teams 
compare before puck drop:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Canadiens 

Record 44-15-8 18-38-11 

Goals/Game 3.34 2.55 

Category Hurricanes Canadiens 

Goals Against/Game 2.37 3.76 

Shots/Game 33.58 29.57 

Face Off Win % 53.3% 48.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.2% (6th) 13.7% (31st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.3% (1st) 74.9% (28th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.26% 46.67% 

ES PDO 101.22 98.51 

PIM/Game 09:28 10:05 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jake Allen 

Record 32-10-3 7-18-4 

Save % .927 .906 

GAA 2.05 3.19 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Sam Montembeault 

Record 11-4-4 7-13-6 

Save % .917 .895 

GAA 2.39 3.64 

Game Notes 

 For the Canadiens, Tyler Pitlick is set to return to 
the lineup for the first time since March 26. 
Defenseman Jordan Harris, who just signed his 
ELC after finishing his college season, has been 
practicing with the team and should eventually play 
in a few games as the season winds down.  

 Ryan Poehling, injured earlier this month, is 
practicing but will not be in the lineup. Jake Evans 
was injured on Tuesday and did not practice.  
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 Surprise! Ian Cole has a three-game point streak 
going. Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen both 
have five-game streaks. 

 The Canadiens have allowed nine shorthanded 
goals against this season — the only team allowing 
more has been the New Jersey Devils.  

 The last time these teams met, the Hurricanes won 
4-0, with no goals scored at even strength. Nino 
Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen, and Seth Jarvis all 
scored on the power play; Tervainen also scored 
shorthanded.  

 The only Canadiens player to score on the 
Hurricanes this season was Tyler Toffoli, who is 
now a Calgary Flame.  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article259933690.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-canadiens/c-332435252 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-march-31/c-332443822 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-avs-back-on-top-but-top-10-gets-shaken-up 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/hurricanes-sign-gunler-to-entry-level-contract 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/30/23002648/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-on-to-the-home-stretch 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/30/23003426/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-noel-gunler-contract 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/31/23004285/carolina-hurricanes-vs-montreal-canadiens-game-preview-notes-how-to-watch-broadcast 
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Providing offensive lift for Hurricanes, rookie Seth Jarvis ‘plays with no 
fear’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Jarvis was “nicked up” a little 
physically and needed some recovery time. The rookie winger also had 
not scored in his last 18 games and the relentless grind of his first NHL 
season appeared to be wearing on him. 

But Jarvis has gone from a scratch, to back in the lineup, to a spot on the 
top line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 

And, he’s producing points again. In the past seven games, he twice has 
had two-goal games and has had four multi-point games overall — just 
what the Canes needed. 

Against Tampa Bay on Tuesday, Jarvis used his speed in transition to 
score, tipping a Teravainen pass past goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. The 
Canes (44-15-8), called “gassed” by Brind’Amour in the final game of a 
three-game road trip, lost 4-3 in overtime, but earned a point. 

“You learn a lot from games where you’re not at your best,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s a very competitive kid and he’ll keep getting better. But it’s all 
about learning. Everyone can get better, always, but especially a young 
kid.” 

And Jarvis is still a kid. He turned 20 in February. The past two years, he 
was playing junior hockey for the Portland Winterhawks in the Western 
Hockey League while the Lightning were hoisting the Stanley Cup. 

This season, he has been on the ice against Tampa Bay’s Steven 
Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman and Vasilevskiy. He’s not 
in Portland anymore. 

“It’s a big whirlwind,” Jarvis said after Tuesday’s game. “I can remember 
watching the Stanley Cup last year and, yeah, it’s pretty crazy. If you sit 
back and think of where I am this year compared to last year it’s really 
cool, but now that I’m in this position I’ve got to take full advantage.” 

It has been a season of taking advantage of every opportunity for the 
Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick. Jarvis starred in a rookie tournament 
before the Canes’ training camp. He then made the Canes’ roster out of 
camp while in the either/or position of either staying with the big team all 
season or being sent back to junior. 

He made his NHL debut against Arizona, earning his first NHL point. He 
scored his first goal against the Chicago Blackhawks, and first game-
winning goal against the Vegas Golden Knights. He had his first multi-
goal game against Washington. 
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But Jarvis also was sidelined by COVID-19. He missed games with a 
lower-body injury. He absorbed a few big hits along the way as teams 
physically tested the 5-10, 175-pound forward. 

“With the physicality I think I’ve gotten better and better as the year’s 
gone on,” Jarvis said. “I think at the start it was a big problem for me, just 
battling bigger guys. Now, I think I kind of find a way to get around it and 
kind of push through it.” 

Canes center Vincent Trocheck, another smaller guy, appreciates Jarvis’ 
willingness to mix it up with bigger players. 

“He plays hard. He doesn’t shy away from any physical contact,” 
Trocheck said. “He goes in the hard areas, he plays with no fear. A guy 
with his size, to be able to do that, is all that really matters.” 

Jarvis has both the speed and hands to make opponents look bad. 
Against the St. Louis Blues on Saturday, he took a pass from Teravainen 
and suddenly found himself going one on one with veteran defenseman 
Colton Parayko. 

“I’ve always grown up taking it to the net,” Jarvis said. 

Reminded that Parayko had, oh, seven inches and 50 pounds on him, 
Jarvis smiled and said, “I’m not smart enough to not try it. Basically a 
stupid willingness to go.” 

Jarvis deftly went from backhand to forehand to beating goalie Ville 
Husso in a flash. The Canes had a 2-0 lead and Jarvis also scored the 
final goal in a 7-2 road victory. 

Brind’Amour changes up the lines, but has kept Jarvis together with Aho 
and Teravainen for a few games and the results have been there. Like 
those tough, grind-it-out games, Jarvis has continue to learn from being 
about the two crafty Finns. 

“It’s awesome,” Jarvis said. “I think the biggest thing is always being 
ready to shoot. Those guys are elite passers and they find a way to get 
you the puck, and I have to be ready to kind of pull the trigger at any 
time. The biggest thing I’ve been working on is not to be afraid to let the 
shots go.” 

Jarvis said early in the season he was more the quiet type in the locker 
room and around the players, afraid to say or do the wrong things. That 
quickly changed — or maybe you missed him dressed up as Santa Claus 
to help out goalie Antti Raanta with his kids. He’s one of the guys now. 

“I feel more comfortable in my skin and comfortable around the rink, 
which always helps on the ice,” Jarvis said. 

OF NOTE: GUNLER SIGNS 

The Canes on Wednesday signed forward Noel Gunler to a three-year, 
entry-level contract that will pay him $775,000 at the NHL level and 
$80,000 at the AHL level, with a signing bonus of $262,500. Gunler will 
join the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on a professional tryout contract. 

Gunler, 20, had 13 goals and 10 assists in 52 regular-season games with 
Brynas IF of the Swedish Hockey League this season. Canes president 
and general manager Don Waddell said Gunler, a second-round draft 
pick in 2020, is a “sharpshooter who has the pace to play our up-tempo 
style.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS MONTREAL CANADIENS 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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Newest Canadien Jordan Harris gets first taste of life as a pro 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Jordan Harris, the newest Canadien, said there was a time when he 
didn’t like general manager Kent Hughes. 

“I’ve known him for a long time,” the 21-year-old defenceman said 
Wednesday after his first practice with the Canadiens at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C. “I played against his son Riley, who’s the same age, and 
(Kent) coached the Boston Junior Eagles, and I didn’t like him because 
we played against them and they were always good. Later, when I was 
(in high school) at Kimball Union, I played for the Junior Eagles and I got 
to know him. I played with Riley and his other son Jack at Northeastern, 
and he’s always been a great family friend.” 

The Canadiens tried to sign Harris after his junior year and, when he 
turned down former general manager Marc Bergevin’s offer, there was 
speculation he would take advantage of a rule that allows four-year 
college players to become unrestricted free agents if they didn’t sign with 
the team that drafted them by Aug. 1. 

But Harris, who was drafted by Montreal in the third round in 2018 (No. 
71 overall), said that was never his intention. 

“The plan was always the same, it was to sign in Montreal at the end of 
my four years of university,” said Harris. “Finishing my studies was very 
important to me.” 

Head coach Martin St. Louis, whose son Ryan was another of Harris’ 
teammates at Northeastern, said Harris will make his NHL debut on the 
team’s road trip, but didn’t specify which game. 

St. Louis said he’ll take things slowly with Harris, who has had to process 
a lot since Northeastern was eliminated from the NCAA tournament 
during the weekend. 

“It’s a real whirlwind,” said Harris, who joined the team Monday in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

“Being in Florida, seeing all the boats and the palm trees. For a guy from 
Boston, that was special. Then I met all the staff of the organization, I 
met the guys. I try to store as much information as possible. It felt good to 
jump on the ice today.” 

St. Louis gave him a taste of the big time by including him in the warmup 
for Tuesday’s game against the Panthers. 

The previous night, Joel Edmundson and Christian Dvorak made the 
youngster feel welcome by inviting him to have dinner with them at a 
sushi restaurant. 

“It’s different being the new guy after being in the same place for four 
years. It was very kind of them to invite me,” Harris said. 

“It takes guys like that on a team and I know there are some here,” St. 
Louis said of the gesture. “Eddy is the type to take this responsibility. The 
young man arrives at the hotel at 4 p.m. on a day off, and he doesn’t 
know anyone. It’s initiatives like this that allow him to feel immediately 
like a member of the team.” 

Jake Evans, who injured a shoulder when he crashed into the boards 
Tuesday in Florida, didn’t practise Wednesday and was not expected to 
play against the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. 

In other news, the Canadiens announced the signing of Sherbrooke 
Phoenix forward Joshua Roy to a three-year entry-level contract. Roy, 
who was a fifth-round draft choice in 2021 (No. 150 overall), is second in 
the QMJHL scoring race with 92 points, including 36 goals. Since joining 
the Phoenix last season, he has racked up 172 points in 145 games. 
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About Last Night: Ain't no sunshine for Habs in Florida 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

 

The Montreal Canadiens erased a 4-1 deficit in the second period, but 
ultimately fell 7-4 to the Florida Panthers on Tuesday at FLA Live Arena. 

Jonathan Huberdeau had two goals and an assist, giving him 93 points in 
his quest for the Art Ross Trophy. Although the Canadiens entered the 
third period tied 4-4 after scoring three goals on three shots in under two 
minutes toward the end of the second frame, for the most part they were 
outgunned by the offensive juggernaut that is the Florida Panthers. Jake 
Allen made 39 saves to keep things relatively close. 

It was Claude Giroux, Ben Chiarot and Robert Hagg’s home debuts for 
the Panthers. 

Jake Evans slid hard into the boards on a breakaway in the third period, 
and is considered day-to-day with an upper-body injury. 

Earlier in the day, the Habs made everyone in chilly Montreal jealous by 
enjoying some sand and surf. 

Besides swapping Sunday’s starter Sam Montembeault for Allen, there 
were no lineup changes. Freshly signed defenceman Jordan Harris did 
partake in beach day and warmup. 

Now to the goals, of which there were many. After a third consecutive 
start where the puck was mostly in Montreal’s end, Chris Wideman the 
trailer scored on his team’s first shot. Jesse Ylönen got his second assist 
in as many games since his call-up. 

It seemed inevitable the Panthers would score, and the floodgates 
opened at 16:17 when Huberdeau beat Allen with a backhand for a 
shorthanded marker. 

Just 1:40 later, ageless wonder Joe Thornton stole the puck and fed 
Ryan Lomberg for a one-timer at the top of the circle. Lomberg beat Allen 
glove side to give Florida a 2-1 lead headed into Period 2. 

The Habs were outshot 19-5 in the second period, yet somehow 
emerged tied. Noel Acciari suffered an upper-body injury in the first and 
his night was done. Sam Bennett made it 3-1 just 2:37 into the period, 
with former Hab Chiarot getting the helper. 

Then Lomberg got his second, with a low shot from the slot. It was 4-1 
Panthers. At one point the Habs were outshot 15-1 in the period. Things 
were looking dire for the away team. 

Martin St. Louis’s Habs have shown no quit during his tenure, but this 
time their brief comeback really came out of thin air. Joel Edmundson 
scored his first of the season to get the rally going. His blueline partner 
Justin Barron got his first NHL point on the goal. Edmundson earlier said 
he would dedicate his next goal to his late father, Bob, and it was a good 
one. Nick Suzuki also got his 50th point of the season with an assist. 

The Habs weren’t done. Just 31 seconds later, Mathieu Perreault found 
Laurent Dauphin in front, and Dauphin buried it to reduce Florida’s lead 
to 4-3. 

And just over a minute after that, Christian Dvorak completed the 
improbable comeback with a one-timer that found some space through 
Sergei Bobrovsky before hitting the back of the net. The stunned FLA 
Live Arena crowd just watched the dominating Panthers cough up the 
lead in a flash. 

The Panthers probably didn’t need a motivational speech from coach 
Andrew Brunette during the intermission. Either way, they came out 

ready to stomp the surprising Habs. Huberdeau opened scoring 1:19 into 
the third period after Mike Hoffman’s defensive zone turnover. The 
talented Cats played keep-away in the third, outshooting Montreal 13-6. 

With just over five minutes remaining, Mason Marchment provided the 6-
4 insurance goal after he was left all alone in front of Allen. 

Aleksander Barkov sent the Florida faithful home happy with the 7-4 
empty-netter. 

No one in the Liveblog comments expected the Habs to pull off a miracle 
win against the clear-cut best offensive team in the NHL, but discussions 
were plentiful regarding the nature of losing. There’s potentially a lot of 
losing coming in the near future. 

The Canadiens are a ways away from challenging the Floridas of the 
world for the division crown. The commenters saw the growing pains as 
Alexander Romanov played 26 tough minutes against the likes of Hart 
candidate Huberdeau, and how Barron in just his second game as a Hab 
(he played 20:43!) was tasked with making split-second decisions against 
a foe unlike any he witnessed in the AHL. Given the circumstances, they 
held their own. But what about the Hoffman gaffe that turned the tide in 
the third? The commenters still hold the veterans to a certain standard, 
and understandably so. 

In the coming seasons, Habs fans will be looking for long-term progress: 
young players winning jobs and reaching their potential. Those 
developments will take time. But what are Habs fans looking for on a 
game-to-game basis? Especially when lopsided contests like this one 
happen? 

So far during St. Louis’s time as coach, the team has competed most 
nights and made losses palatable. But some nights, there will be 
reminders of just how much work the Habs have ahead of them. 

3. “Not a good night. But Shane Wright gets closer. Hoffman needs to sit. 
Tired of his penalties and brutal d zone play. Likely show casing him to 
move him in off season. Fingers crossed.” -Dale Risling 

2. “Unbelievable. The first 15mins being as dominated as a team can be, 
then the last 5mins, popping in 3 goals on 3 straight chances.” -James 
Toth 

1. “Well, better to lose 7-4 (after being tied after 40mins) than 7-1 with the 
game decided after 10 minutes.” -Michael Way 
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Canadiens rookie GM Kent Hughes opens up on Logan Mailloux, desire 
to diversify the hockey operations department 

 

Arpon Basu13-17 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — The first day of the NHL general manager’s 
meetings had just wrapped when a little ritual was set in motion. 

As the GMs waited to exit the room into the waiting hands of the 
gathered media, Toronto Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas, 36, motioned to 
Canadiens GM Kent Hughes that he had to leave the room first. 

“This,” Dubas told him, “is your initiation.” 

Though Hughes is not the newest general manager in the NHL — there 
are in fact three who have less tenure than him, Patrik Allvin in 
Vancouver, Pat Verbeek in Anaheim and Kyle Davidson in Chicago, at 
least officially in Davidson’s case — he is still quite new at this and was 
attending his first general manager’s meeting. 

Even general managers, as it turns out, must take rookie laps. 
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But as far as initiations go, this was child’s play. 

Hughes has already passed the first test as GM, successfully navigating 
his first trade deadline, but there are more difficult ones ahead of them. 
The most delicate is how Hughes and the Canadiens will handle one of 
the final acts of his predecessor Marc Bergevin, which was to draft 
London Knights defenceman Logan Mailloux in the first round of the 2021 
draft. 

Mailloux is set to undergo arthroscopic surgery on a shoulder he injured 
in a fight on March 6, a procedure that will put an end to his season but 
will not keep him out as long as normal surgery would have, his agent 
Darren Ferris said. 

The injury ends Mailloux’s rookie OHL season after only 12 games, with 
him having previously missed some time with an ankle injury. Though it 
was a tiny sample, Mailloux showed promise on the ice in those dozen 
games, producing nine points and demonstrating a heavy shot and 
impressive mobility for his size. 

But the development of Logan Mailloux the hockey player is of less 
concern to Hughes than the development of Logan Mailloux the human 
being, and it is not until he is completely satisfied with the latter that 
Hughes will even entertain the idea of signing him to an NHL contract. 

“When we look at the body of work or experience, who knows, but it 
would be a very unlikely scenario, in my opinion, where the best course 
of action for him was to be going pro next year, as opposed to being back 
in London,” Hughes said Tuesday at the conclusion of the GMs 
meetings. “When we would go about signing him and those types of 
things, my guess is we push it back. Because we’re continuing to 
evaluate him as a human being. 

“What we understand right now is he made a terrible decision. It has 
impacted people, not just the girl, but her family and I’m sure her friends. 
He needs to be an exemplary human being. Societally, not as an athlete. 
We’re going to continue to monitor that before we make any formal 
decision about having a professional relationship with him.” 

Mailloux was suspended for the first half of the OHL season after it came 
to light that he had shared an intimate photo of a sexual encounter with a 
young woman in Sweden last season just prior to the Canadiens drafting 
him at No. 31. The OHL reinstated Mailloux on Jan. 1 after it expressed 
satisfaction with the steps he had taken to try to better himself. But the 
Canadiens have clearly not reached that point quite yet. 

The Canadiens have had regular discussions on how Mailloux is doing 
and how to handle his arrival in the organization. They have set up a task 
force headed by Geneviève Paquette, vice-president of community 
engagement. Those discussions also include owner and team president 
Geoff Molson, Groupe CH president of sports and entertainment France-
Margaret Bélanger, new vice-president of communications Chantal 
Machabée as well as representatives of the hockey operations 
department, among others. There was a call on the subject of Mailloux as 
recently as a couple of weeks ago, Hughes said. 

But for now, though Mailloux has proven himself in the eyes of the OHL, 
he still has work to do to prove himself to the Canadiens. 

“There’s a lot of planning going on,” Hughes said. “But ultimately, to me, 
he’s got to continue to show he’s remorseful, to work on improving 
himself. And as long as he’s doing that, we can take next steps. If he 
doesn’t do that, there’s really nothing left to do.” 

The Mailloux situation is tied to what has been identified as a priority by 
the new management team, and that is player development. It shows, in 
fact, how player development has many facets to it. It is not simply about 
making someone a better hockey player. 

Hughes has clearly stated how he would like to fully integrate the hockey 
operations department so that scouting, player development, coaching, 
management and an analytics department that is still to come work in 
unison to make sure they are all on the same page in terms of identifying 
objectives and areas of improvement for each individual player. 

Mailloux’s case is unique, but it falls under that widening umbrella known 
as player development, an area where the Canadiens have not been 
particularly strong for years, but one where they will need to become 
great very quickly with so many prospects in the pipeline and potentially 
more to come this summer with them holding 10 picks in the first four 
rounds of the 2022 draft, at least for now. 

The Canadiens recently hired Adam Nicholas as director of hockey 
development, which is apparently different from director of player 
development Rob Ramage, and he just spent 10 days in Montreal 
working with a wide range of players before and after practice. Hughes 
said they sat down with Nicholas and coach Martin St. Louis at the start, 
and again at the end to figure out the best way they can work together, 
right down to the details of when is the best time for Nicholas to have 
exclusive access to an ice sheet to work with a player individually. 

Ultimately, however, the goal is to have every different part of a player’s 
development take ownership of his development plan, which means 
getting input from various sources and then making that plan for that 
individual player available to everyone, creating a more team-based 
approach to the player development process as opposed to the one 
where scouts draft a player and then hand him off to the development 
team. 

“We’re figuring out the offseason component of it, and then just the 
communication of what we’re doing,” Hughes said. “Especially with our 
prospects, because what ends up happening is our scouts draft them, 
and I know their sense is, part of it may be defensive, too, like, I draft the 
guy who doesn’t get where we wanted him to go; everybody wants to say 
it’s somebody else’s (fault). You know, I didn’t get it wrong, you guys 
didn’t develop them, and the development people will make another one, 
like the coaches didn’t give him enough opportunity. 

“So as we pull it all together, we also want to try to integrate everybody to 
say that this is our development plan for player X. And I want the scouts, 
like if we’ve got somebody in Sweden, we’ve got to have a development 
plan for him, but the Swedish scout’s the one getting in to see him all the 
time. So, he’s got to be aware of that plan, he’s got to have access to it 
online, that this is the plan, these are the videos explaining what needs to 
be done.” 

The analytics component of this integrated system is still a long way from 
coming to fruition — Hughes described it as being in the “infancy” stages, 
with candidates still sending in resumes and the Canadiens still gathering 
a list of people they might want to speak to. Some interviews have been 
done, but many more are to come. The only timeline Hughes could offer 
on when that analytics department might be in place was that he would 
like it to happen before the draft. 

“We’re debating whether we take an initial step into it, and then figure out 
more what we want specifically, and then continue to build it out, or 
whether we’re just going to go from zero to 100 right away,” Hughes said. 
“I want the information, but I’m not an expert on how that is generated. I 
think you need to have a data engineer, you need to have a data analyst, 
and we’re trying to think about it in terms of not just how we want that 
information communicated to us and have access to it, but how is our 
coach going to want it and what’s going to be the right fit? We can’t send 
somebody down into the coaches room that can’t communicate with 
them in their language. 

“So, we’re just trying to make sure that we take the right steps here and 
have something that works and is functional for our group.” 

When Molson fired Bergevin in late November, he identified a number of 
priorities for how he envisioned the Canadiens operating in the future. 
One of them was improving drafting and development, but another was 
putting an emphasis on mental health and adding to the team’s medical 
staff to address that side of a player’s medical profile that has gone 
largely ignored forever. 

Mental health is an important part of many different priorities for the 
Canadiens. It touches on high performance, it touches on player 
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development, but it is an area where the team is largely deficient. But it 
won’t be for very long. 

“I think kind of where our next step is we’re looking to put a mental health 
doctor on staff,” Hughes said. “That’s going to be another step for us in 
Montreal. In fact, I had somebody email me proposing that he would be 
kind of an off-ice life skills for all your young prospects, that that would be 
his role. So, that’s on the table of things to be discussed, especially for 
us, because, you know, if we keep all these picks, we’re going to have a 
lot of young players coming.” 

Except mental health does not only apply to young players. 

Jeff Petry is currently injured and has not seen his wife Julie, and their 
three sons, since they went home to Michigan just after Christmas. It’s 
been a nightmare season for Petry on the ice, and now this off the ice. 
But at least, lacking the mental health infrastructure the organization 
hopes to have in place soon, there are already people looking out for that 
side of it. 

“Initially, I know Marty had talked to him saying, ‘when was the last time 
you saw your family?’ I think they were going to come see him in Florida. 
And (St. Louis) was like, ‘you take the day off, you go do your thing, you 
spend the time to reconnect’. I just saw an email that because he was 
rehabbing, he’s not coming here and maybe his family can come and see 
him in Montreal,” Hughes said. 

It’s not just St. Louis that’s concerned. Hughes was unsure Tuesday of 
how serious Petry’s injury was, but he suggested it might not keep him 
out the rest of the season. If it did, however, the Canadiens would have 
no problem sending him home to be with his family. 

“I think if he’s out for an extended period of time and we don’t think he’s 
returning for the remainder of the season, then of course,” Hughes said. 
“That would be the good thing to do.” 

Another priority for Molson was to diversify the hockey operations 
department. It is something he absolutely wants to do, and he reiterated 
that on the day Hughes was hired as GM. Since then, however, the 
Canadiens have watched as the Vancouver Canucks hired Emilie 
Castonguay and Cammi Granato to join their front office while nothing 
has happened in Montreal. 

Hughes says diversifying the hockey operations department remains a 
priority. But how does he balance that desire versus the desire to hire the 
best possible people, regardless of race or gender? 

“On the one hand, I get the argument that we just want to hire the best, 
whoever we deem as the most qualified,” he said. “But I also understand 
the other component of it in terms of how are we going to change the 
dynamics of who are the most qualified if we just keep doing it this way?” 

Having a blank canvas when it comes to hiring in analytics represents 
one opportunity to accomplish this. Hughes sees another opportunity 
when it comes to hiring someone to work under Nicholas in hockey 
development. 

“I think we could go hire a female or a minority in analytics because 
there’s a lot out there,” he said. “But there aren’t a lot of females, other 
than Hayley Wickenheiser and Danielle Goyette, that are on the ice 
helping guys get better. Now, we’re not going to do it just for the sake of 
doing it. It’s got to be somebody that can have a meaningful impact. But 
there’s a couple of people that we’re speaking to that we think could have 
that type of impact.” 

Hughes confirmed the Canadiens have spoken to Marie-Philip Poulin 
about a potential role in the organization. 

“We’ve talked to her briefly, and we’re hoping to have a more in-depth 
conversation with her,” he said. “But the issue with her is that she’s still 
playing hockey. So whatever we do with her, if anything, would be kind of 
a graduated process. Like, hey, why don’t you come in and try this, see if 
you like it, learn a little bit on the development side if that’s what it was, 
and then see if it’s something that you want to pursue at a later point? 

“But there’s other people out there that are pretty involved in that space, 
not playing hockey but they’re in the development space right now. So, 
we’re having conversations.” 

Kent Hughes is a rookie GM, yes. He has to have initiation rituals 
dictated to him by someone 16 years younger than him. 

He also has a lot on his plate as he learns the job from the inside after 
decades of working in the game as an agent. 

While he needs to take his cues from his colleagues at an event like the 
general manager’s meetings, Hughes has no intention of following 
anyone’s lead when it comes to checking boxes on his own personal list. 

“There’s so much for us to do,” he said. “I’d love to have everything done 
yesterday. Those guys make fun of me, call me ‘the squirrel,’ because 
they’re like, ‘slow down for a second.’ But I also think we want to do it 
right. And I want to take the time because I haven’t been in this chair 
before, or another chair within hockey operations. 

“But I also want to resist just doing what every other organization does.” 
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Wild-Penguins preview: Wild hopes to extend season-best win streak at 
home 

 

Sarah McLellan3-4 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

7 p.m. vs. Pittsburgh Penguins • Xcel Energy Center • BSN, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: The Wild assigned F Connor Dewar to Iowa in the American 
Hockey League after Dewar sat out the last five games. G Cam Talbot is 
scheduled to start on Thursday, in what would be his first game since he 
was named the NHL's First Star of the Week on Monday. Talbot has won 
eight in a row, the longest win streak of his NHL career. LW Kirill 
Kaprizov is at 82 points, one shy of tying Marian Gaborik's single-season 
scoring record with the Wild. Kaprizov's 13 goals in March are tied for the 
most in a month in Wild history. 

Penguins update: The Penguins are third in the Metropolitan Division 
after dropping three of their last five games, including a Tuesday tilt vs. 
the Rangers. They've been on a roll, though, against the Wild, going 5-0-
1 over the last six meetings. C Evgeni Malkin is three assists away from 
becoming the 57th player in NHL history to register 700. Over his last five 
games, Malkin has six goals and three assists. Former Wild F Jason 
Zucker hasn't played since Jan. 17, undergoing core muscle surgery, but 
he's considered a game-time decision; if he plays Thursday, it'll be 
Zucker's first game at Xcel Energy Center since a February 2020 trade to 
Pittsburgh. 
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Wild signs defenseman Goligoski to contract extension 

 

Sarah McLellan12-15 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

Getting scratched earlier in the week eliminated the possibility of Alex 
Goligoski skating in his 1,000th NHL game this season, but the 
defenseman still has a chance to reach the milestone with the Wild. 
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Goligoski signed a two-year, $4 million contract extension to continue a 
partnership that began last summer when the Grand Rapids native joined 
the Wild as a free agent. 

"How many people get to do that in their home state sweater?" Goligoski 
said Wednesday after the team announced his new deal, which includes 
a no-movement clause. "So, that will be a fun day." 

Brought in on a one-year, $5 million contract after five seasons with 
Arizona, Goligoski headlined a shakeup on the blue line and the 
transition went smoothly. 

The 36-year-old initially filled the vacancy next to captain Jared Spurgeon 
on the top pairing after Ryan Suter was bought out, and Goligoski has 
contributed at both ends of the ice. His 28 points through 58 games rank 
second among Wild defensemen, and his 26 assists are fourth on the 
team. Goligoski also has the seventh-best plus-minus in the entire NHL 
at plus-34. 

He and the Wild had contract talks the last few weeks, and his re-up 
means the top-six defensemen the team has utilized the most are under 
contract for next season. 

"It's been a great year," said Goligoski, who's sitting at 982 career games 
after playing for Grand Rapids High School and the Gophers before 
winning the 2009 Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh. "We put ourselves in a 
great position. The guys are great. I've enjoyed every second since I've 
been here, so it was an easy decision." 

Lately, though, Goligoski has switched from being a participant to a 
spectator. 

For the last two games, he's been a healthy scratch as the Wild juggles 
carrying eight defensemen after adding Jake Middleton at the trade 
deadline. Others have sat out, too, like Jon Merrill and Dmitry Kulikov, 
and coach Dean Evason said the Wild makes this decision on a game-
by-game basis. 

"You want to play, obviously," said Goligoski, who also had a stint in 
Dallas after getting drafted in the second round (61st overall) in 2004 by 
the Penguins. "But once you get past that emotion and ego of it, you 
realize you're all here trying to do the same thing. They're going to do 
what's best for the team. You keep going day by day. I'm sure I'll get 
back in there." 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

While the retooling has cut into ice time for some players that are used to 
being regulars like Goligoski, the upshot is the Wild has experienced 
reinforcements. 

That becomes especially key in the playoffs, but the Wild is already 
witnessing the benefit. 

Not only is the team 7-0 since it made the first of four trades, a season-
best streak at Xcel Energy Center that can stretch to eight when the Wild 
finishes a franchise-record nine-game homestand on Thursday against 
Pittsburgh, the team hasn't used the same lineup the whole time. 

Goalies Cam Talbot and Marc-Andre Fleury have been sharing the 
crease, with Goligoski, Merrill and Kulikov taking turns on the third 
defensive unit. 

Considering the timing, this shuffling is a way for the Wild to fine-tune 
over the 17 games left in the regular season. 

"Everyone gets used at some point if you're going to keep going and 
make a run," Goligoski said. "We're in a great spot. We're healthy, and 
we have depth and we're playing really well. So, it's just a matter of 
keeping it going." 
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Wild give defenseman Alex Goligoski a 2-year, $4M extension 

 

Associated Press4-5 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Minnesota Wild signed defenseman Alex 
Goligoski to a two-year, $4 million contract extension on Wednesday. 

The 36-year-old Goligoski is in his first season with the Wild, his home-
state club. He has two goals, 26 assists and a team-leading plus-34 
rating in 58 games. His new deal runs through the 2023-24 season. The 
Wild also have defensemen Jonas Brodin and Jared Spurgeon signed for 
six and five more years, respectively. 

Goligoski played at Grand Rapids High School and the University of 
Minnesota before making his NHL debut with Pittsburgh in 2007. He 
played for Dallas and Arizona before landing with the Wild, and has 
seven goals and 14 assists in 43 career playoff games. 
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Kaprizov, Wild to host the Penguins 

 

The Associated Press, Associated Press9-11 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

BOTTOM LINE: Kirill Kaprizov and Minnesota hit the ice against 
Pittsburgh. Kaprizov ranks eighth in the league with 82 points, scoring 37 
goals and recording 45 assists. 

The Wild are 24-7-1 at home. Minnesota is second in the Western 
Conference recording 9.8 points per game, averaging 3.6 goals and 6.1 
assists. 

The Penguins are 21-8-5 on the road. Pittsburgh ranks ninth in the NHL 
averaging 5.8 assists per game, led by Sidney Crosby with 0.8. 

Minnesota took down Pittsburgh 5-4 in the last meeting between these 
teams on Nov. 6. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Kaprizov has 82 total points for the Wild, 37 goals 
and 45 assists. Mats Zuccarello has two goals and eight assists over the 
last 10 games for Minnesota. 

Crosby leads the Penguins with 70 points, scoring 25 goals and adding 
45 assists. Bryan Rust has 10 points over the last 10 games for 
Pittsburgh. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 8-1-1, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.3 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 10.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals per game 
with a .927 save percentage. 

Penguins: 6-3-1, averaging 3.8 goals, 6.7 assists, 3.1 penalties and 6.4 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals per game with a .922 save 
percentage. 

INJURIES: Wild: None listed. 

Penguins: None listed. 
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Flowers for Fleury from fans as Wild's winning streak hits seven 
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Sarah McLellan15-19 minutes 3/29/2022 

 

Flower shops might become popular stops on the way to Wild games. 

Another win by Marc-Andre Fleury in his second start with the team 
equaled more bouquets on the ice to honor the goaltender dubbed 
"Flower" after a 4-1 dusting of the Flyers on Tuesday in front of 17,874 at 
Xcel Energy Center for the Wild's seventh consecutive victory. 

"Probably put them in my hotel room," Fleury said. "Some plants in there 
might be nice." 

Fleury picked up 32 saves, including 16 in the third period, to improve to 
2-0 with the Wild since a March 21 trade from Chicago. 

In front of his crease, 10 different players earned at least a point for the 
Wild, with Joel Eriksson Ek and Frederick Gaudreau boasting two apiece. 
Kirill Kaprizov is one point away from tying Marian Gaborik's 83 for the 
most in a Wild season after scoring his 37th goal to record his 82nd 
point. 

"We're rolling right now, all four lines, the defensemen, both the 
goaltenders," winger Kevin Fiala said. "Everyone's on board." 

As for the win streak, it's the second longest of the season for the Wild, 
trailing only an eight-game run from Nov. 24 to Dec. 9. Not only are the 
seven consecutive victories at home a season high, but the Wild became 
only the fifth team in NHL history to post seven wins in a homestand of at 
least nine games; this franchise-long stay concludes Thursday vs. the 
Penguins. 

Overall, the Wild is 9-1-1 over its past 11 to sit second in the Central 
Division with a four-point lead over No. 3 Nashville. 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

"I like where we're at, the way that the four lines contribute in their own 
way," said Fleury, who mentioned being more relaxed than his debut on 
Saturday in the 3-2 overtime win against the Blue Jackets. "Guys 
blocking shots. The special teams are doing well. Playing with some 
pace. Some good body checks all over the ice. Some grit. I think it's all 
things you need in the playoffs." 

Matt Dumba opened the scoring 14 minutes, 29 seconds into the first 
period, a tic-tac-toe sequence after slick passes by Gaudreau and Matt 
Boldy. 

That lead doubled at 16:23 when Kaprizov flung in his fifth goal over the 
past four games, a tear that's yielded a power-play marker in three 
consecutive games. 

Aside from being on the brink of the single-season points record, 
Kaprizov is five goals and five assists away from becoming the leader of 
those categories as well. His 13 goals in March have also tied the 
franchise record for most in a month. 

"The points, they add up really fast for him," Gaudreau said. 

More of the same happened in the second where Jordan Greenway 
capitalized only 1:35 into the period, backhanding in a rebound from an 
Eriksson Ek shot. That was Eriksson Ek's fifth point during a four-game 
point streak. 

Later, Kaprizov scored again — a finish that would have tied Gaborik's 
record — but the goal was immediately waved off because of contact 
with Flyers goalie Martin Jones. The Wild considered challenging the 
play but didn't after seeing Ryan Hartman's skate bump Jones. 

"We figured we were in a good place to just keep moving forward like we 
were," coach Dean Evason said. 

BOXSCORE: Wild 4, Philadelphia 1 

The Wild did eventually get to 4-0, on a rising shot by Fiala from the 
corner during a delayed penalty at 18:49 that extended his point streak to 
four games and tied his career high in goals at 23. 

Jones made 33 saves for the Flyers, who spoiled Fleury's shutout bid 
4:21 into the third period when Morgan Frost scored on Philadelphia's 
only power-play goal in four tries; the Wild was 1-for-3. 

But Fleury was perfect the rest of the way, even revealing his trademark 
flashy style by nipping a James van Riemsdyk shot with a windmill glove. 

"When you make those saves," Fleury said, "diving around and stuff, 
those are the most fun." 
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Wild sign veteran defenseman Alex Goligoski to 2-year, $4 million 
extension 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 3/30/2022 

 

Alex Goligoski is going to reach 1,000 career games in the NHL in a Wild 
sweater. It just won’t be this season. 

A couple of healthy scratches this past week ensured that Goligoski 
won’t reach the milestone in the coming weeks. If he plays in every game 
the rest of the way — which is far from a guarantee with the amount of 
depth on the Wild blue line — the veteran defenseman from Grand 
Rapids, Minn., will enter the playoffs with 999 career games under his 
belt. He currently is at 982 games played during a 15-year career with 
four teams. 

And there will be more to come after the 36-year-old Goligoski signed a 
2-year, $4 million extension with the Wild on Wednesday, a deal that will 
keep him around through the 2023-24 season. That means at some point 
early next season, he will hit the magic number with his home-state team. 

Not that it has been Goligoski’s main focus. 

Though he did the math and knew it could happen toward the end of this 
season, he always planned to play next season, so he knew he would 
reach 1,000 games at some point. It’s a bonus that it will come with the 
Wild. 

“How many people get to do that in their home-state sweater?” Goligoski 
said. “That will be a fun day.” 

The contract negotiations accelerated over the past week, according to 
Goligoski, who mentioned this was on his radar dating back to last 
offseason when he initially signed with the Wild. 

“Obviously it was a 1-year deal and see how it goes,” Goligoski said of 
his current contract. “I’ve enjoyed every second since I’ve been here, so 
it was an easy decision.” 

And it has a been a productive season for Goligoski despite the recent 
healthy scratches; he has played in 58 of 65 games for the Wild (41-20-
4) this season. His 28 points (2 goals, 26 assists) trail only Jared 
Spurgeon for the team lead in points by a defenseman, and his plus-34 
rating leads the team by a wide margin. 

“He’s a big part of our hockey club and a big part of our identity and a big 
part of our room,” coach Dean Evason said. “He’s a real solid person, 
and obviously a great player in this league for a long time, and will 
continue now with us for the next couple of years.” 

Aside from his production on the ice, the way Goligoski has handled 
being a healthy scratch speaks to his professionalism. As much as he 
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wants to play in every game, he knows the coaching staff is doing what 
they feel is best for the team. 

“We’re all here trying to do the same thing,” Goligoski said. “You keep 
going day by day. I’m sure I’ll get back in there. That’s kind of how I take 
it.” 

Plus, Goligoski knows firsthand the depth it takes to win the Stanley Cup. 
He experienced that with Pittsburgh Penguins more than a decade ago 
when they won it all. 

“Everyone gets used at some point,” Goligoski said. “We’re in a great 
spot. We’re healthy. We have depth. We’re playing really well. It’s just a 
matter of keeping it going.” 

As for the extension, Goligoski is thrilled he and his family won’t be going 
anywhere anytime soon. 

“It’s been a great season,” he said. “I’m thrilled to lock that in and be with 
this team moving forward.” 
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Observations: Even in defeat, Sabres show what has changed since 18-
game skid 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Observations: Even in defeat, Sabres show what has changed since 18-
game skid 

Buffalo Sabres host the Winnipeg Jets 

When the Buffalo Sabres reached one of the lowest points in the history 
of the franchise, Kyle Okposo sent a text message that is still stored on 
Don Granato’s cell phone. 

“’We will win,’” Okposo said to Granato following the Sabres’ 18th 
consecutive defeat, an overtime loss to Philadelphia on March 29, 2021, 
in which Buffalo squandered a three-goal lead in the third period. 

The message from the Sabres’ emotional leader to their interim head 
coach also included words of affirmation. Okposo wanted Granato to 
know that every player in the dressing room believed they were on a path 
to winning. Confidence was no longer an issue, Okposo assured 
Granato. 

Almost one year to the day of Okposo sending that text message, the 
Sabres lost to the Winnipeg Jets in a shootout, 3-2, on Wednesday night 
to move to 24-33-11 overall this season. They will soon clinch a league-
record 11th season without qualifying for the Stanley Cup Playoffs, but 
this was another game that showed how much the franchise’s outlook 
has changed for the better in 12 months. 

"I think we deserved a little better tonight," said Sabres winger Zemgus 
Girgensons. "But that’s how hockey sometimes goes, you know? 
Sometimes you win the games you shouldn’t and you lose the ones you 
should." 

Buffalo’s 8-3-3 record in March is its best in years – the Sabres were 3-
28-4 in March the previous three seasons and have been over .500 for 
the month only twice since 2012 – and extended its point streak to seven 
games. It’s the team’s longest such streak since it won 10 games in a 
row from Nov. 8-27, 2018. Five of the Sabres' last six games have gone 
to overtime, and they have only one regulation loss in their last 10 
games. 

Girgensons scored twice against the Jets (32-25-11), who twice rallied 
from a one-goal deficit to tie it 2-2 entering the third period. Goalie Craig 

Anderson made 25 saves in his 23rd start of the season, but he allowed 
three goals on three attempts in the shootout, capped by Blake Wheeler's 
game-winner. 

There were no signs of doubt or frustration on the Buffalo bench when 
Wheeler made it 1-1 early in the second period with a tap-in goal to finish 
a broken play in which Anderson was caught too far out of his crease and 
the Sabres overcommitted to the right side of their defensive zone.   

Girgensons’ second goal of the game occurred less than five minutes 
later, followed by a solid effort on the penalty kill by the Sabres, who 
nearly doubled their lead when Vinnie Hinostroza hit the crossbar. 

Their offense continued to attack with the score tied in the third period 
after Mason Appleton beat Anderson with a shot from the right circle. The 
Sabres tested goalie Connor Hellebuyck with traffic in front of the net but 
could not break through. And when Buffalo needed a bail-out save on 
Pierre Luc Dubois' breakaway with 7:22 remaining in regulation, 
Anderson provided one. 

The Sabres had six shots on goal in overtime -- including a breakaway 
for Tage Thompson -- but Hellebuyck stood tall. Buffalo outshot the Jets, 
37-27, and it came down to Wheeler stickhandling long enough to find an 
opening for the shootout winner. 

"What's happened in the past is over with," said Thompson. "It's a new 
team, it's a new season. We have a goal that we've set for ourselves to 
look into the future and try to be a consistent team that plays the same 
way every night. And hopefully that will lead to consistency in playoffs 
and eventually competing for the Cup." 

Finally close to full strength after a season filled with injuries, the Sabres 
have discovered how to have success in close games. And it’s largely in 
part because of the same players who struggled under former coach 
Ralph Krueger: 

Thompson has a team-high 28 goals and 51 points while spending most 
of his 64 games as the Sabres’ first-line center. 

Rasmus Dahlin is having success on the top defense pair, averaging a 
career-high 23:55 of ice time and sits only one point behind the 44 he 
had in 82 games as a rookie in 2018-19. Dahlin, 21, has nine goals and 
43 points while playing against top lines in most of his 66 games this 
season. 

Jeff Skinner has 27 goals and 47 points in 66 games after totaling only 
21 goals and 37 points in 112 games the previous two seasons. 

Kyle Okposo is three goals away from totaling 20-plus for the first time 
since 2015-16, Dylan Cozens has taken significant steps in his second 
NHL season and Henri Jokiharju has become more reliable defensively. 

Amid a difficult start that required a new approach on the ice, Granato 
knew he was on the right path when he received the text message from 
Okposo in the aftermath of another difficult loss last March. 

"That moment was really big behind the scenes, what transpired there, 
because it was a whole shift in the belief system," said Granato. "For me, 
as a coach at that point, it was like, ‘Our guys got this. We’re going to go 
in the right direction from here forward.’" 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1.  Difference-maker 

Girgensons’ impact on the Sabres was on display again Wednesday, 
beginning at the opening puck drop with another energetic first shift for 
his line. Girgensons brings speed and tenacity to the team’s bottom six, a 
combination that makes defensemen miserable when they’re going back 
for the puck in their own zone. Girgensons was rewarded for his work 
when he scored his ninth goal of the season and second in eight games 
since returning from injury. 

Girgensons’ first shot attempt was blocked, but he got to the loose puck 
in the slot and beat Hellebuyck with a shot for a 1-0 lead at 5:21 into the 
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game. The Sabres outshot the Jets, 13-5, during a first period in which 
Hellebuyck seemed shaken and his teammates were sluggish. 

Girgensons added to his ledger in the second period by scoring on a 
loose puck to make it 2-1 at 8:24. It was his first multi-goal game since 
Nov. 24, 2019. 

“Any time you come back from injury, it takes a little time to get back into 
game shape," said Girgensons. "So, it’s just reps in the game that get 
you back into the game. I’ve been feeling pretty good.” 

2. Sidelined 

Mattias Samuelsson was unavailable Wednesday because of an 
undisclosed injury that has him considered “day to day,” according to 
Granato. Samuelsson played through the injury Monday in Chicago, 
finishing with 18:09 of ice time. With Samuelsson out, Mark Pysyk drew 
back into the lineup. Forwards Anders Bjork and John Hayden were 
healthy scratches, and defenseman Colin Miller remained in Covid 
protocol. 

The Jets were without winger Kyle Connor (41 goals in 67 games) and 
defenseman Nate Schmidt, both of whom were placed in Covid protocol 
Wednesday morning. 

3. Next 

The Sabres will celebrate the career of beloved play-by-play announcer 
Rick Jeanneret before puck drop Friday against the Nashville Predators. 
Fans are encouraged to be in their seats for the pregame ceremony and 
banner raising by 6:40 p.m. The Sabres are giving away a replica banner 
for the first 10,000 fans when doors open at 5 p.m. 
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'I’m here to support her': Sabres announcer Dan Dunleavy on raising 
awareness after wife Brenda's cancer diagnosis 

 

John Vogl 30/03/2022 

 

Dan Dunleavy knows the pain of cancer too well. Growing up in a family 
of four, he was the only one to avoid the disease. He watched his parents 
and sister battle it, aware they needed help. 

In 2019, he was in a position to assist. The Sabres announcer joined co-
worker Martin Biron in shaving their heads on air to benefit Bald for 
Bucks, a cancer-fighting organization founded in Buffalo. The duo is set 
for a fourth annual buzz during Wednesday’s broadcast. 

This one will be different. Dunleavy’s wife, Brenda, was diagnosed with a 
rare, aggressive form of colon cancer in September. They decided to 
fight signet ring cell carcinoma publicly — and together. The announcer 
talked Tuesday about the struggles and highlights heading into Bald for 
Bucks night. 

I can see myself sitting in the chair. I can see the kids there who are 
going to help shave our heads. Everyone’s just going to be all smiles. It’s 
just such a positive and empowering vibe. When you see the kids and 
the people from Roswell Park Cancer Center and you hear other 
people’s stories that are in the fight, you kind of escape from the hockey 
game for a few minutes. You get a huge smile on your face, and you feel 
really good inside that you’re doing the right thing and raising awareness 
and raising money. 

I don’t know how I’m going to feel because Brenda won’t be able to be 
there. She’s been there every time. This time she won’t be able to, and 
it’s because she’s undergoing chemotherapy treatment Wednesday. She 
stays home and stays safe and really doesn’t feel like going anywhere. 

It’ll be unfortunate that she won’t be there, but she will certainly be first 
and foremost in my mind. I realize this is why we do these things. 

Brenda and I met when I came to work for the Sabres in 2013. She’s the 
gal I should have met 30 years ago and spent my life with because we’re 
so matched. We just have this fit and this natural love and understanding 
of one another and being ourselves. I wish we had met earlier, but life 
has funny ways of getting you to a certain place, and here we are. 

So, this is not showing up and shaving your head and donating money to 
people that you’ve never met but care about because they’re in the fight. 
All of a sudden, this is your wife, who is scared and doesn’t know why 
she has cancer, doesn’t know what to do about it other than take these 
awful drugs to make sure it doesn’t spread elsewhere throughout her 
body. 

It really hits home when it comes into the house. A lot of people get 
colonoscopies. I get one every couple of years because of my family’s 
history. You get polyps removed and they’re deemed to be 
noncancerous, and you move on and you get checked every couple of 
years or whatever your doctor recommends for you. 

She was so not in favor of having a colonoscopy. She gave me the 
viewpoint of a woman on this. I remember her telling me, “It’s just 
different, Dan. I don’t want someone I don’t know investigating that part 
of my body.” I would keep telling her, “You’re going to be out, you’re not 
going to know what’s happening,” but I never thought of it from a 
woman’s point of view. 

She did the at-home test, and she saw some markers there. She went 
and got the colonoscopy and was diagnosed with the cancer. They 
removed over a foot of her colon because it had rooted into the side of 
her colon wall, and it was in her lymph nodes, so it was on the move. The 
type of cell that it is, it’s very aggressive. It’s very rare that it’s found in 
the colon. If she didn’t do that home test, she could be in real trouble 
because it was already in her lymph nodes, and once that cancer gets in 
your lymph nodes, it’s traveling throughout the body. 

When she was diagnosed, we both sat in the office — I think every 
cancer patient and family member can relate to this — it’s almost like you 
say to the doctor, “Did you just say she has cancer?” Because she’s 
feeling good. She’s walking around. She has no physical issues. 

But in that moment, and I will say from that moment to this day, I’ve just 
been in a constant fog in dealing with it. Even now talking about it, it’s 
like, are we really having this conversation? 

But I know my role here is to keep Brenda engaged in the fight while 
she’s got these terrible drugs going through her body — and she 
absolutely hates them. She’d be the first to admit to you that there are 
times when she does not want these drugs in her body anymore. I 
remind her what that means with the aggressive form of cancer she’s 
been diagnosed with. If she gives up that fight, then things are going to 
get a lot more difficult and not just for her, although it’s her decision on 
how she handles this. I’m here to support her, but I don’t want her to give 
up and our family doesn’t want her to give up. 

Had a good day, so our cancer fighter came to a good place last night. 
Brenda met complete strangers who brought tears to her eyes when they 
told her she is one of so many they're skating for @11DayPowerPlay. 
Let's help these Guardian Angels reach their goal by Wednesday! 
pic.twitter.com/l0GjPjYA4h 

— Dan Dunleavy (@Dan_Dunleavy) November 21, 2021 

I’ve always been a “live in the moment” kind of guy, but even more so 
now. You just take every day as a good day — whether it’s 
chemotherapy or not — and you try to make the best of it. For example, 
today she sent me a text from work. She said, “Hey, do you want to go 
out for dinner tonight?” I’m looking at a picture of her smiling right beside 
me, and I know she’s thinking in her mind that she’s not going to feel like 
doing anything for the next number of days, so let’s go out tonight. Let’s 
enjoy the moment. Let’s go out and have dinner somewhere. 
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That’s a small victory when your wife sends you a text and says, “Hey, do 
you want to go out to dinner?” It seems so routine, but not now when 
you’re in the fight. It’s small victories. I’m all for wins right now. 

I know it sounds very hardcore here, but we’re good. She also will have 
conversations where she looks forward. Her first round is a six-month 
round of chemo, and she’s done sometime in May. She’ll already bring 
up things that she wants to do when she has her scans and you hope 
that they’re clear. We don’t know that yet, obviously, but she’s already 
talking about going to Yankees games, just taking weekend trips and 
doing some little things when she’s got time off from work. She’s also 
really excited to go full time at work and have that aspect of her life be 
normal, as well. 

So, we’re good. There’s moments where it feels like we’re not, but in 
general, we’re good. 

I know I’m a Canadian guy who moved over here, but I’m really proud to 
be part of the community. I’m glad that we moved here. Now we’re 
Buffalo Bisons season ticket holders. We bought our tickets, we picked 
our seats, and she’s really excited about that, too. We’re looking forward 
to spending a summer at the ballpark here in Buffalo. It’s going to be a 
different way for us to get to know a lot of people in the community. 

Raising awareness in the community was Brenda’s idea. She put the 
news out on her Instagram first, which is a private account for friends and 
family. I said, “Do you want me to help you with the message?” And she 
didn’t hesitate. She said, yeah, let’s put it out there. The whole reason 
was to raise awareness for other people who may be hesitating in some 
way. 

It was at 400,000 views really quickly. It was just a community of people 
that helped out. Oftentimes, social media can just be relentlessly evil with 
comments that try to tear people down for no reason. This one really built 
up Brenda when she saw the number of people that saw her message. 
She was really blown away. 

When she sees things like that, she’s encouraged to stay in the fight. She 
hears stories from other people that are in it. You feel like you’re on your 
own, then you talk to people who’ve been through the same diagnosis. 
You don’t feel like you’re on your own anymore. 

All of a sudden, we’ve become a community that’s just raising 
awareness, which is kind of circling back to Bald for Bucks. We’re a 
Buffalo community trying to raise awareness and raise whatever money 
we can for the people who research rare cancers like this one. I’m just 
waiting to be surrounded by the kids again. 

It’ll be a good night. 
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Replace shootouts with 2-on-1s? No free icing on penalty kills? Goalies 
are fair game? Rules Court is back in session 

 

Sean McIndoe, Ian Mendes, Sean Gentille24-30 minutes 30/03/2022 

 

Everyone please rise, Rules Court is back in session. 

If you missed the first edition a few months ago, the concept is simple. 
You send in your proposed NHL rule changes — big or small, realistic or 
silly — and make your best case for them. A jury of myself, Sean Gentille 
and Ian Mendes will consider your arguments and deliver our verdict. 
Convince at least two out of three of us, and your proposal becomes an 
official new NHL rule. (Note: It will not become an official new NHL rule.) 

Last time, we considered seven proposals and voted yes on three of 
them. Not bad, but now that you’ve had a while to think about making 
your case, I’d expect the success rate to go up. You submitted over 100 

new entries for this edition, and we picked eight to consider. Let’s see 
how you did … 

Note: Submissions have been edited for clarity and style. 

Call icing infractions for teams on the penalty kill. Why does a guilty team 
get the advantage of being able to clear the puck and change? Never 
made sense to me. — Anthony L. 

Mendes: I’ve also never understood why a penalized team gains an 
exception to a rule (icing) that is in effect while teams are at even 
strength. Like, imagine if penalized teams were allowed to clear the puck 
over the glass as many times as they wanted during a penalty kill. It’s 
basically the same logic here. A rule that is in effect during even-strength 
situations mysteriously vanishes for random two-minute intervals during 
the course of a game. 

When penalized teams are allowed to ice the puck, they’re able to 
change on the fly during a penalty kill — putting a fresh unit on the ice. 
But if the icing was enforced as it should be, all penalty killers would be 
forced to stay on the ice for the ensuing faceoff in their own zone. I could 
see how this could make it difficult for short-handed teams to execute line 
changes, especially in the second period when the “long change” is in 
effect. But I believe this should lead to more goals and I’m always in 
favour of that. YES 

McIndoe: As the guy who gets to sort through all the suggestions you 
guys send in, I can say that this one was extremely popular, maybe even 
the one that showed up most often. And on the surface, I get it. We want 
offense, power plays should be more dangerous, and watching a team 
shoot the puck all the way down the ice to kill time is boring. 

My one concern is the same one I have with lots of offense-friendly 
changes: That coaches would ruin it, in this case by just having their 
teams ice it anyway, under the logic that killing even 10 seconds of a 
two-minute powerplay is worth the offensive zone faceoff. Or maybe we 
just see players perfect the art of the rink-wide flip that doesn’t quite 
make it all the way to the icing line. Either way, I don’t think this one 
would work as well as people seem to think, but I’m willing to give it a try. 
Mark me down for a hesitant YES 

Gentille: That’s the way a lot of these debates tend to go, yeah? One of 
us says, “Yeah, of course this should be a rule,” another says, “Sure, but 
coaches are gonna find some way to warp and ruin it,” and then we 
eventually settle on, “OK, mark up another tentative yes.” And fellas, 
we’ve got another one. Do I think some coaches would eventually 
instruct players to ignore the illegality of it all? Yeah. I also tend to think 
that there’s something ingrained in coaches — it could be genetic, I’m not 
a scientist — that’ll still win out, in plenty of cases. 

Either way, it’s worth it. Legalized icing during the P.K. is one of those 
things that we’ve watched our entire lives and internalized, for whatever 
reason, as being something other than nonsensical and unfair. It’s both, 
actually. If your guy is in the box, there shouldn’t be a temporary rule 
change to your advantage. YES 

Time and again, the problem with any rule change is “coaches will 
eventually ruin it.” So, let’s make coaches’ jobs a bit harder — only the 
head coach is allowed behind the bench during the game. You can have 
as many coaches as you want during practice or watching the game from 
a box. They can even radio down to the head coach if you want. But 
behind the bench? Sorry, just the one guy handling instructions to 
players, line changes, etc. — Greg P 

Mendes: It’s nutty to think that assistant coaches didn’t arrive on the 
scene in the NHL until the 1970s, with the Flyers’ Ray Shero being the 
first to hire some help behind the bench. But now, NHL staffs are 
crowded, with most teams officially listing five or six people on their 
official game sheets who serve in some coaching capacity. Now some of 
those people — like the video and goalie coach — watch the games from 
above. But it’s those extra two coaches on the bench that we’re talking 
about eliminating in this scenario. 

I think this could be beneficial for the game if we’re worried about 
“overcoaching” being an issue. Players are constantly getting feedback 
from assistant coaches, often with the aid of iPads during stoppages in 
play. Save that stuff for inside the dressing room during the 17-minute 
intermission. And the potential for chaos exists with line changes going 
awry without a specific coach barking out instructions to the defence or 
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forwards. So I’m always in for anything that could lead to less structure 
and more freelancing in this sport. YES 

McIndoe: People are always going on about how coaches will eventually 
ruin it, you say. OK, fine, I feel seen. And yeah, screw coaches. They ruin 
everything, with their hyper-risk-averse mindset and defense-over-
everything approach to the game. I’m in favor of anything that makes 
their lives worse. 

I’d even go one further than Greg here, and prevent them from 
communicating with the press box. All that gets us is nitpicky reviews 
from some guy hunched over a monitor. I’d scrap the iPads too, because 
I remember when things would happen on the ice and you’d cut to a shot 
of a coach actually reacting, instead of just staring down at a screen for a 
replay. But sure, let’s see what these defensive geniuses can do when 
they have to actually read and react to what’s happening. I hope they 
hate it. YES 

Gentille: I can’t wait until Rule Court Vol. 3, in which McIndoe advocates 
for removing all dry-erase markers from the bench and forcing coaches 
to jam marshmallows in their mouths during timeouts. We hate coaches! 
Hell yeah! 

My question here, though, is how much of a problem this is. Is this a case 
of Inventing A Guy To Get Mad At? Are assistant coaches on the bench 
actually making anything worse? I’m also worried about some unintended 
consequences; if a head coach is left to his base instincts, and he knows 
he doesn’t have assistants handling different groups, reinforcing the 
message or whatever else, is he going to write dumb things down 
dramatically? Nobody else on the bench. Might as well clog it up. It’s a 
concern. A large one for me, in fact. NO 

Treat a puck played directly out of the rink in the defensive zone like an 
icing, not a minor penalty. Also, a puck into the bench area should be the 
same as any other “out of the rink” situation. — Mark A 

Mendes: OK, I’m in for this idea with a small catch: Each team gets one 
puck-over-glass play per game that is treated as an icing as Mark 
suggests. After that, it’s a penalty. I think this should serve to satiate all 
sides of this debate. If a team clears the puck over the glass on multiple 
occasions during a game, I think we can start to accuse them of doing 
this deliberately. But this happens so infrequently, that I think every team 
should get one freebie per game. And then we can start penalizing it. So 
I guess I’m kind of voting in favour of this, albeit with a massive caveat. A 
SORT-OF YES 

McIndoe: This one is so obviously correct that I can’t imagine we should 
even need a debate. The puck-over-glass rule should be simple. You 
treat any case of the puck going out of play from the defensive zone like 
icing, regardless of where it goes out or even if it touches the glass. 
Faceoff in your zone, no line change, let’s go. If you’re one of those 
weirdos who thinks players will start shooting pucks out all the time on 
purpose, let the referee call a minor for intentional infractions, just like we 
do for knocking the net off its moorings and all the other delay-of-game 
scenarios in the books. This isn’t complicated, and it’s insane that the 
NHL doesn’t already do it this way. YES 

Gentille: Counterpoint: I like power plays, and I appreciate inherently 
unfair stuff like this when it leads to them. Hypocritical? Absolutely. But 
it’s so stupid that it’s almost quaint. Keep it on the books. Decide a Cup 
that way. See if I care. NO 

Stick length and blade dimension maximums remain, but maximum 
curves are abolished. No one ever calls for a curve measurement 
anyway. If curves are so powerful then this could increase offense. Every 
player can take advantage if they’d wish, and I’m sure there’s a point of 
diminishing returns on shooting ability vs. every other action using a 
banana blade. Plus we might get to see some awesome ugly curves like 
Stan Mikita’s. — Dan G 

McIndoe: Yeah, as Dan points out, we pretty much already have this rule 
because nobody calls for stick reviews. That’s weird, right? We live in the 
era of ultra-parity and any single point in any single game can be the 
difference between making the playoffs and having a long run or missing 
out and getting fired. Yet coaches have a chance to claim free power 
plays almost any time they want by just calling for a measurement 
against the guys everyone knows are using illegal sticks, and nobody 
does. I do not understand this league. 

So should we just scrap the rule that nobody’s using? Probably, but my 
concern here is that somebody with a banana blade rips a slap shot they 
can’t completely control and hits somebody in the head. We’ve had some 
awful near-misses over the years, and I’m dreading a tragedy happening 
out there someday. That could happen today too, but at least the league 
can say they have a rule in place. Put me down for a NO 

Gentille: So what we’ve got here is a gentleman’s agreement among 
hockey teams to not use legal mechanisms that’d help win them games? 
A permissible move that when actually used, will only serve to piss off 
your opponent? Stick curve rule, meet offer sheets. Offer sheets, meet 
stick curves. But yeah, I think I like this one — safety questions aside — 
for one big reason: Imagine someone with a blade that’s bent into a 
horseshoe trying to dig pucks out from the boards. It’d be hilarious. Also, 
that someone would be Phil Kessel. Seriously, I’d like to see how players 
balance risk and reward on this. The adjustment period alone would be 
fascinating. YES 

Mendes: Further to McIndoe’s point, I have covered this league for 20 
seasons and I can only recall one instance of a coach calling for a stick 
measurement against an opponent. (It was Ron Wilson against Jason 
Spezza, back when Leafs fans hated Spezza). 

As for this idea, I poked around with a couple of players on this one and 
the consensus is that back in the day with the wooden sticks, you could 
probably get away with having crazy banana curves. You had the odd 
player like Al MacInnis who could rip the puck, but composite sticks are a 
game-changer. I think composite sticks plus unlimited curves could be a 
dangerous situation on the ice. If this wasn’t a safety concern, I think 
there would be some merit to the discussion. But unfortunately, I think it’s 
a non-starter. NO 

My proposed rule change would be to eliminate slow motion on offside 
reviews.  Let the linesmen see it as many times as they’d like, from 
whatever angle is available, but they have to see it in real time.   

The point of the review is to stop egregious offside calls, like the 
Duchene goal that started it all. Getting out the microscope slows down 
play and really goes against the spirit of the rule and how the game is 
played. — Mike D  

Mendes: Thirty seconds. That’s it. 

That’s all the time you have to determine if a play is offside or not. If you 
cannot determine whether a player was offside in that small window of 
time, it’s hard to imagine the player was so egregiously offside that he 
had a major advantage that allowed him to enter the attacking zone to 
score. 

If the replay requires multiple camera angles, screengrabs, super-slow 
motion and extreme close-ups, it’s likely such a close play that we should 
let it slide. We seem to let all sorts of other things slide during the course 
of a game (like faceoff violations), why do we suddenly get anal about 
offside? And as a side note, I’m actually in favour of dumping the offside 
rule altogether. But that’s probably worth an entire column on its own. 
YES 

McIndoe: As always, the correct answer here is to just ban offside 
review. Period, end of story, fire it into the sun and never speak of it 
again. We don’t use replay review to see if a player gained the center ice 
line before dumping a puck in, we don’t freeze-frame faceoff alignments 
to make sure nobody had their toe on a line, and we shouldn’t nitpick 
over offside calls that need pixel-level augmentation to find. I’m tempted 
to filibuster this topic by refusing to vote for any change to offside review 
that isn’t total elimination. But if we’re going to be stuck with it, I’ll allow 
that this idea would be a massive improvement, with the added bonus 
that it would annoy fans who like offside review and say things like “just 
get it right,” i.e. the world’s worst people. YES 

Gentille: If you’d have told me even five years ago that I’d be this fed up 
with video review — across sports, universally — I’d have wondered 
what happened to me. Alas, here I am. That’s what happens when you 
get old, I suppose. But yeah, anything that cuts back on the amount of 
time we spend parsing zone entries like the Zapruder film, I’m on board 
with. We can go back and find examples of Video Review Gone Wild (or 
just wait for the next one), but ultimately, we just need to see it less. 
Period. If it’s something egregious, like Danny Briere in Flyers-Penguins 
a decade ago, so be it. But if you need more than a 10-second process 
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— if it’s anything beyond an off-ice official saying, “yep, you guys blew it,” 
without any sort of on-ice review — get it the hell out of here. 

Also, like Ian, I am going to use this space to float legalized offsides. 
Unlike Ian, I am morally bound — if not contractually — to mention this, 
due to my working relationship with Dom Luszczyszyn. He’s a big fan. 
We can talk about that more some other time, though. Honestly, I’m not 
sure I even agree with him. YES 

If the goaltender chooses to play the puck as a skater, he is a skater and 
subject to checks as any skater. This would only apply when he is below 
the red line and skating. The corners could then be open for him to roam 
at his own peril. This would open the offensive zone up for more offense. 
— John J. 

McIndoe: This is a terrible idea and you would absolutely lose your mind 
the first time your team’s all-star goalie was run into the bleachers by 
Tom Wilson. NO 

Gentille: Hasn’t he done that already? I could’ve sworn he did that 
already. But yes, while we all love the sight-gag potential of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy getting hipchecked in his Stay-Puft man outfit, this would be 
catastrophic. People would get hurt, and there are better ways to open 
up offense than endangering guys who are, by definition, more 
susceptible to injury. NO 

Mendes: I am in favour of this rule if it applies to Aaron Dell and Drake 
Batherson is the forechecker. But in all seriousness, we can’t have this 
happening. Skaters have spent years learning how to protect themselves 
from opposition bodychecks, but goaltenders have no such training. Their 
equipment is radically different — most notably their skates — and would 
make them more vulnerable to being in awkward positions when 
absorbing a hit. This was the easiest one to vote down for me. NO 

A team can end their opponent’s power play by scoring short-handed. A 
goal from either team now ends the power play. The energy and 
momentum swings could be huge, especially if it’s the home team 
scoring short-handed and busting their guy out of the box.  

Scoring short-handed (or even attempting to score short-handed) is one 
of the riskier plays to make in the game. This rule change rewards the 
short-handed team for taking a huge risk, and could encourage more 
attempts at short-handed goals. The rule change also motivates the team 
on the power play to score as soon as possible and to stay on their feet. 
There’s more pressure on the team with the advantage, therefore there’s 
more room for error that leads to more scoring chances for the short-
handed team. — Devyn S.  

McIndoe: This is another idea that’s enormously popular, with several 
different versions showing up in the mailbox. I get the appeal and the 
logic. Here’s my issue: I don’t think it would actually change anything. 

There’s an old cliche in hockey that it’s rare to see a team score on a 
power play after giving up a short-handed goal. It’s not completely true, 
obviously, but you can probably count on one hand the number of times 
you remember your favorite team giving up a shorty and then coming 
right back with a power-play goal right away. I don’t know if teams get 
conservative or demoralized or what, but I think this is a real thing. 
(Please don’t provide data to prove me wrong.) 

So in a sense, a short-handed goal already does kind of end a power 
play, or at least significantly nerf it. Yet we don’t see teams being 
especially aggressive when killing penalties, other than jumping on 
misplays or odd-man rushes. Do we really think that coaches, who we’ve 
already established are all terrible people, would actually start focusing 
on offense and getting aggressive instead of sitting back defensively? I 
feel like this rule change would create a lot of buzz, then after a month, 
we’d forget it was even there. For that reason, I’m a NO 

Gentille: I love a good power kill and, like McIndoe, despise every hockey 
coach I’ve ever met in my life*, so you’d think I was on board with this. 
And conceptually, I am — but Canadian Sean has swayed me a bit. I’m 
not sure this would do much … which isn’t enough of a reason to not try 
it. 

Ultimately, I’m in favor here because of the player aspect. Every now and 
then, regardless of how hard coaches try to ruin the fun, some PK guys 
would get out over their skis, try something crazy and have it backfire. 
Sounds good to me. And ultimately, if it makes the PK team a little more 

aggressive — 10 percent, let’s say — what’s not to like? Worst-case, like 
Sean said, it’s something we forget about. Best case, it creates some 
chaos. YES 

Mendes: I’m starting to get the distinct vibe that you guys don’t like 
coaches or something. It’s almost like they took something you found 
wildly entertaining in the 1990s and sucked the life out of it — not unlike 
the writers for The Simpsons. 

Anyway, as of this writing, there have been a total of 169 short-handed 
goals in the NHL this season. So if Gentille says this makes teams 10 
percent more aggressive on the penalty kill, we’re only looking at an 
extra 17 goals or so. Maybe 20 over the course of an entire season. That 
doesn’t really move the needle much for me. I still think we need to 
prioritize ways to open up this sport at even strength. And while this 
might incentivize teams to be more aggressive while killing penalties, it 
would probably result in just a handful of extra goals per season. NO 

Instead of giving shooters all the time in the world to make their move on 
the goalie, make the shootout the best part of three-on-three overtime: 
two-on-ones. Have the two offensive players start on the red line and 
allow the defender to start anywhere in his own zone. You could make it 
like current shootout rules where the offensive players get one shot and if 
the goalie saves it, it’s over or you could keep play going until there’s 
either a goal, the goalie covers the puck, or the defenceman clears it. 
The offensive team picks their two players first and then the defensive 
team picks their defender. You cannot reuse players (other than goalies) 
unless you’ve run out of players. 

This change will put the spotlight on passing and defending — two 
elements of the game that are bypassed by the traditional shootout. It 
should also make sure better teams win a higher percentage of the time 
by requiring more of the team to participate and by being more 
representative of the game of hockey. Finally, it will still fulfill the primary 
purpose of the shootout, which is to decide games in a quick and exciting 
fashion. — James M. 

Mendes: I low-key love this one. It’s like the shootout and three-on-three 
overtime had a baby and produced this wildly entertaining offspring. 
What I like about this idea is I’m having a hard time imagining how head 
coaches could ruin it. Is there really a way to suck the life out of a two-on-
one? And because I’ve written that last sentence, I’m sure a coach is 
now working on that strategy on a dry erase board. But let’s not focus on 
that. Instead, count me in for this because we’d get a chance to see 
some dynamic duos teaming up in overtime. Think Nathan MacKinnon 
and Mikko Rantanen. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Or Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk. If each team has three chances to put 
together two-on-one combos, it would be a lot of fun to watch coaches 
put their duos together. Maybe you’d want to split up McDavid and 
Draisaitl if you’re the Oilers. 

Plus, it would be interesting to see how teams would use their top 
defencemen in these scenarios too. Would Cale Makar be on the ice to 
break up a two-on-one as a defenceman — or to help lead one as an 
attacker? I suspect they would use Makar’s offence and leave the 
defending to Devon Toews, Erik Johnson and Jack Johnson. Maybe T.J. 
Brodie is a hot commodity because his little “slide and stick swing” 
maneuver could be highly effective at breaking up two-on-ones. If you’re 
tired of the shootout and the three-on-three overtime format has gotten 
stale, this could certainly work. So I’m all in for this idea. YES 

McIndoe: The shootout is terrible. I stopped watching them entirely years 
ago, and I have zero regrets about that decision. When three-on-three 
overtime ends, I reach for the remote and find something that looks like 
actual hockey to watch on another channel. 

Would I watch a shootout that was all two-on-ones instead? Absolutely. I 
would straight-arm my own kids out of the way to make sure I didn’t miss 
a second. 

Sure, maybe at some point we’d get sick of these too. That’s a problem 
for down the line. For now, I love this idea. Imagine debating the best 
two-man combos for each team. How much fun it would be to track 
shootout breakups for defensemen, and weigh that in your Norris ballot? 
Would any team ever use a two-way forward instead of a defenseman? 
Which team would be the first to figure out a way to use one forward to 
take out the defenseman and clear a breakaway for the other guy? What 
weird tactics would a goalie and defenseman come up with to break up a 
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two-on-one they knew was coming? How much does the strategy change 
when you know nobody’s chasing you down from behind, and would 
anyone try the slow-swooping approach or some weird zone entry 
crossover trick? 

I’m all in. The only caveat here is that if anyone tries to do an offside 
review during a two-on-one shootout, we fold the league immediately. 
Otherwise, hard YES 

Gentille: Yeah, I’ve been telling myself that the shootout is a necessary 
evil for a solid 10 years now. It’s a little trick I play on my brain, and it’s 
stopped working. The fact that we don’t have three-point games, at 
minimum, is tough to fathom. It was stupid when shootout attempts 
themselves were still entertaining and novel, and now? Whatever. That’s 
not the larger point here. 

The larger point is that the shootout, in its current form, sucks out loud, 
and something needs to happen. Five more minutes of three-on-three? 
Sure. Rock, paper, scissors at center ice? Great. Just ending the game 
after OT? Maybe. I’m all for anything that kills it — and this idea is a great 
one. We’ve decided, collectively, that we’re fine with games (and playoff 
races, ultimately) being decided by legit perversions of the sport — that 
goes for shootouts and three-on-three. Might as well incorporate 
something that’s a) novel, b) closer in theory to real run-of-play hockey 
and c) fun. The easiest choice on the board. YES 

(Bangs gavel that’s actually just a walnut cracker my family owns even 
though we never buy walnuts.) 

That concludes our second session, and the verdicts are in. The 
following are officially new NHL rules: 

No more free icings for teams in the penalty kill. (Unanimous decision.) 

No more slow motion for offside replays, if we have to have them at all. 
(Unanimous decision.) 

Only one coach allowed on the bench at a time. (Split decision.) 

Shootouts are now two-on-ones. (Unanimous decision with a level of 
enthusiasm bordering on outright excitement.) 

We voted a unanimous no on making goalies fair game for hits behind 
the net, and were a split-decision no on having short-handed goals end 
power plays and removing the limit on stick curves. Treating puck-over-
glass was basically a draw, with one yes, one no and one yes with a 
caveat, so we’ll give half points for that one and try to push it over the 
finish line next time. 

In all, you guys won exactly half of the cases but still came out over .500, 
which is very NHL of you. Speaking of which, somebody please submit 
“fix the damn standings” for next time. Submissions for a future edition of 
Rules Court can be sent here. We will now hear your appeals in the 
comment section. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Pacific contenders clash as Kings visit 
Oilers 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

The NHL's 2021-22 regular season has not ended. But if all of the 
remaining games were canceled, the current No. 2 vs. No. 3 seed 
matchup in the Pacific Division would pit the Los Angeles Kings against 
the Edmonton Oilers. These two clubs are in very different places -- to 
say nothing of the climate differential between Southern California and 
Alberta. 

L.A.'s remaining core from the Stanley Cup championship teams -- Anze 
Kopitar, Drew Doughty, Dustin Brown, Jonathan Quick -- has helped 
bring along the club's promising batch of young players perhaps more 
quickly than some expected. GM Rob Blake did not push all of his 

prospect chips to the middle of the proverbial table for a short-term run, 
but has made wise moves to add around the margins. Meanwhile, 
Edmonton is led by its all-world duo -- Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl -- but management has had trouble successfully building around 
that pair in recent seasons. Will GM Ken Holland's additions this season -
- including Evander Kane, Derick Brassard, Brett Kulak -- get them to the 
Stanley Cup Final? 

As for the matchup tonight, each team has won one game in the season 
series (L.A. took the Dec. 5 game 5-1, while Edmonton returned the favor 
with a 5-2 victory on Feb. 15). The Kings hold a two-point edge in the 
standings, though the Oilers have a game in hand. 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Tampa Bay Lightning vs. A3 Toronto Maple Leafs 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 Nashville Predators 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 St. Louis Blues 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-TNT games available on 
ESPN+ 

Winnipeg Jets at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 

New York Rangers at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers, 9:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. (TNT) 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 6, Boston Bruins 4 

Tampa Bay Lightning 4, Carolina Hurricanes 3 (OT) 

Florida Panthers 7, Montreal Canadiens 4 

New York Rangers 3, Pittsburgh Penguins 2 

New York Islanders 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 3 

Nashville Predators 4, Ottawa Senators 1 
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Minnesota Wild 4, Philadelphia Flyers 1 

Colorado Avalanche 2, Calgary Flames 1 

Dallas Stars 3, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. WPG (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NYR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. WPG (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ DET (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ DET (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 
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Games left: 14 

Next game: @ MIN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NYI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

New York Islanders 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ VAN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 96% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ANA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 
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Next game: @ BUF (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 10% 

Tragic number: 27 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. SJ (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ EDM (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. LA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 80% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 47% 

Tragic number: 27 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 24 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 23 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 
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Points: 45 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 60 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. New York Islanders 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 27 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 29 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings: Way-too-early trade deadline appraisals 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

With more than a week since the 2021-22 NHL trade deadline, it's given 
us a small taste of all the traded players suiting up for their new teams -- 
for better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we've added notes on how the players 
acquired this trade season have performed in this way-too-early 
timeframe. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last edition, published 
on March 16. Points paces are through Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.742 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 31), vs. PIT (Apr. 2), @ PIT (Apr. 5) 

The Artturi Lehkonen era in Colorado has been delayed by visa 
paperwork, so a full appraisal of his impact will have to wait. We do know 
that Josh Manson's transition to the Avalanche's blue line has been 
rocky, including some big plays coughed up at untimely moments. 
Fortunately, there's runway left to get the rhythm right. What is working? 
Nico Sturm, carving out a nice role in the bottom six. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.720 

Next seven days: vs. MTL (March 31), vs. MIN (Apr. 2), @ BUF (Apr. 5) 

Max Domi has been an ideal addition for the Hurricanes. He's got the skill 
to play with their forward group, but he's dogged, physical and biting. A 
late hit on Carolina rookie Seth Jarvis last Saturday drew Domi right into 
the fray, and he followed it up with an assist for his first point in red and 
black. Looking like a home run. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.677 

Next seven days: vs. LA (March 31), vs. STL (Apr. 2), @ LA (Apr. 4) 

The Flames hopped on that Tyler Toffoli trade early in February, and he's 
been huge, notching eight goals and 17 points in his first 20 games. Calle 
Jarnkrok has basically been Darryl Sutter's dream player, so versatile, 
infuriating, and skilled that he fits in perfectly, while also adding some grit 
that Calgary needs for playoffs. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.723 
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Next seven days: vs. CHI (March 31), @ NJ (Apr. 2), @ BUF (Apr. 3), vs. 
TOR (Apr. 5) 

The Claude Giroux era in Florida is off to a swimming start. Giroux has 
been on the Panthers' top line, potted four assists in his first three 
games, and is great in the face-off dot. Ben Chiarot has been less 
tantalizing -- he was minus-two in Florida's overtime win against Ottawa 
on Saturday -- but not terrible. Do the Panthers know exactly how he's 
going to fit, though? Specifically on special teams? TBD. 

5. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.674 

Next seven days: @ DET (March 30), vs. NYI (Apr. 1), vs. PHI (Apr. 3), 
@ NJ (Apr. 5) 

So far, so good for the Rangers' new guys. Andrew Copp notched a goal 
and five points in his first three games, and Tyler Motte has been a 
tenacious addition up front and on New York's penalty kill. Justin Braun is 
in and out on the back end thus far, but given the veteran's age (35) and 
experience, he might shine brightest come playoffs anyway. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.672 

Next seven days: @ MIN (March 31), @ COL (Apr. 2), vs. COL (Apr. 5) 

Panic in Pittsburgh! Rickard Rakell went pointless through his first three 
games with the Penguins. Trade bust? As if. Rakell took his time getting 
settled, and then grabbed a goal and two assists in Pittsburgh's rout of 
Detroit. The Penguins acquired Rakell to make them deeper offensively, 
and that's exactly what he'll continue doing. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.677 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (Apr. 1), vs. MTL (Apr. 2), vs. TOR (Apr. 4) 

Considering what Tampa paid for Brandon Hagel (it was two first-round 
picks and two roster players, if you forgot), the expectations for 
immediate return on the investment were high. And probably unrealistic. 
Hagel scored in his second game with the Lightning and has overall been 
fine while averaging about 12 minutes of ice time per game. Will that role 
expand with time? One would think it has to. Nick Paul has also worked 
into the lineup, adding one goal in his first game. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.656 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (March 31), @ CAR (Apr. 2), @ WSH (Apr. 3), 
@ NSH (Apr. 5) 

Marc-Andre Fleury literally got his flowers (via a fan who threw a bouquet 
on the ice) after his Wild debut on Saturday, a 3-2 OT win over 
Columbus. That trade has, as expected, paid excellent early returns. 
Tyson Jost has also been a welcome addition to the Wild's bottom six, 
along with Nicolas Deslauriers. Since GM Bill Guerin got to work making 
moves, Minnesota has won five straight games. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.669 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 31), @ PHI (Apr. 2), @ TB (Apr. 4), @ 
FLA (Apr. 5) 

The Maple Leafs got it right with the Mark Giordano trade. They're slow-
walking him into things as a third-pairing guy, and most everything 
Giordano does is on point -- he's calm, he clears the zone, he controls 

play and can add some spice offensively. That Colin Blackwell came 
along with Giordano and has been the physical, grinding forward Toronto 
lacked? Even better. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.669 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (March 31), vs. CBJ (Apr. 2), @ CBJ (Apr. 4), @ 
DET (Apr. 5) 

The Bruins went on a great post-deadline run, just as Hampus Lindholm 
entered the chat. Boston's big swing before the deadline was shoring up 
the blue line, and Lindholm's already at home. He gets the Bruins up ice 
faster, attacks the zone and has a terrific first pass. Exactly what Boston 
needed, when they needed it. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 0.623 

Next seven days: @ VAN (March 30), @ EDM (Apr. 1), @ CGY (Apr. 2), 
vs. ARI (Apr. 4) 

The Blues brought in Nick Leddy at the deadline. They should have 
targeted another blueliner, too. Leddy's addition has been solid, but he's 
a bandage on the gaping wound that is St. Louis' defensive problems. 
Losing 5-2 to Philadelphia? Bad. Losing 7-2 to Carolina? Woof. If they 
could turn back time, the Blues would had to have been more aggressive 
in addressing their most obvious need. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.618 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Apr. 3) 

The Capitals welcomed Marcus Johansson back with a top-line spot 
opposite Alex Ovechkin and over 16 minutes of ice time per game. Big-
time stuff. Only he hasn't reached the scoresheet in four games, and 
Sebastian Aho treated Johansson like a turnstile in Monday's walloping 
by Carolina. Is there buyer's remorse brewing? We'll see. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.596 

Next seven days: @ EDM (March 30), @ CGY (March 31), @ WPG (Apr. 
2), vs. CGY (Apr. 4) 

The Kings did almost nothing to help themselves at the deadline (no 
disrespect to Troy Stecher, their only acquisition in a deal with Detroit). 
Maybe L.A. tried on Jakob Chychrun, which would make sense given 
both Drew Doughty and Mikey Anderson are hurt. But GM Rob Blake's 
belief in the group as-is appears steadfast. That's noble, and risky, 
especially if injuries drag on and there's no insurance to fill in the gaps. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.606 

Next seven days: @ BUF (Apr. 1), vs. MIN (Apr. 5) 

Filip Forsberg had a five-point outing on the evening of the trade 
deadline. That's why GM David Poile kept him around. Forsberg is a 
game-changing, difference-making player and Nashville hasn't conceded 
on any postseason aspirations. Poile did little else but stick with his 
current group, and despite recent back-to-back, 6-1 losses, having 
Forsberg still provides confidence in Nashville's chances. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 10 
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Points percentage: 0.590 

Next seven days: vs. LA (March 30), vs. STL (Apr. 1), @ ANA (Apr. 3), @ 
SJ (Apr. 5) 

The Oilers did not trade for a goalie. So, it's Mikko Koskinen and Mike 
Smith or bust. That's a slippery slope. Edmonton is 2-2-1 since the 
deadline passed, and their goaltending has been sub-optimal (Koskinen 
has an .859 save percentage; Smith is .897). Adding Brett Kulak and 
Derick Brassard wasn't moving the needle on Edmonton's playoff 
prospects. Having more peace of mind in your goalie stable? That would 
have. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.586 

Next seven days: @ ANA (March 31), @ SJ (Apr. 2), @ SEA (Apr. 3), vs. 
NYI (Apr. 5) 

There was no John Klingberg trade in Dallas and, at least for the last 
week, that's been a good thing. Klingberg had three points in the Stars' 
first two games post-deadline, and if the goal was to keep him in place 
and push for playoff success this season, great. We can reconvene on 
that decision in the summer when Klingberg becomes a UFA. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.559 

Next seven days: @ SEA (March 30), @ SEA (Apr. 1), @ VAN (Apr. 3) 

Vegas may be the only team in NHL history to benefit from a voided deal. 
Evgenii Dadonov's no-trade list prevented him from being dealt to 
Anaheim, so the deal was canceled by the league ... and the forward 
responded with five points in Vegas' next two games. And now that 
Vegas was able to move Reilly Smith's $5 million cap hit onto LTIR, it's 
not so bad (in more ways than one) that Dadonov and his $5 million hit 
are still very much in play. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.537 

Next seven days: vs. STL (March 30), vs. VGK (Apr. 3) 

Some were expecting fireworks from Vancouver before the trade window 
closed, but J.T. Miller, Conor Garland and Brock Boeser all stayed put. 
Only Travis Dermott came on board, and he's a fine third-pairing D. Will 
the Canucks eventually regret standing pat? Since the deadline, 
Vancouver has remained consistently inconsistent against a run of tough 
opponents. Where's it all heading? 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.552 

Next seven days: @ BUF (March 30), @ TOR (March 31), vs. LA (Apr. 2) 

The Jets were a curious case at the deadline, completing smaller trades 
(other than the Andrew Copp decision) that didn't overcommit to one 
direction or another. So far, it's been a sound strategy. Winnipeg's 
newest additions, Mason Appleton and Zach Sanford, have fit in well, 
and the Jets are 3-1-0 since they came on board. Did GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff's lack of a major overhaul provide his group with a 
confidence boost? Shrewd! 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.485 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (March 31), @ ARI (Apr. 1), vs. EDM (Apr. 3) 

Look, GM Pat Verbeek wasn't unloading all those pending UFAs for 
nothing. His deadline moves were about building the Ducks' future 
(although hey, having Evgenii Dadonov in the present wouldn't exactly 
hurt). As it is, two of the players Verbeek acquired -- Zach Aston-Reese 
and Dominik Simon, from Pittsburgh in the Rickard Rakell swap -- have 
migrated into the lineup, and will get a continued look as this regular 
season winds down. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.508 

Next seven days: @ ARI (March 30), @ COL (March 31), vs. DAL (Apr. 
2), vs. EDM (Apr. 5) 

The Sharks' big deadline move was signing Tomas Hertl to an eight-year 
extension. Grabbing Kaapo Kahkonen to back up James Reimer in net 
was the other highlight. Kahkonen has appeared in one game for San 
Jose -- a 5-2 loss to Edmonton -- so that's an inauspicious start for him. 
The fact San Jose didn't pull the trigger on more deals tells us that 
management hasn't fully embraced the idea of a rebuild. But ... maybe 
they should? 

22. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.508 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (March 31), @ NYR (Apr. 1), @ NJ (Apr. 3), @ 
DAL (Apr. 5) 

GM Lou Lamoriello did literally nothing before the deadline. He wants to 
assess the Islanders as they are and go from there. New York has since 
lost both games on its schedule against playoff-bound teams (Boston 
and Tampa Bay) by a combined 10-4 score, which isn't the best reflection 
on the Islanders' assembled crew. But maybe it's just been a bad week. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.523 

Next seven days: @ NYI (March 31), @ BOS (Apr. 2), vs. BOS (Apr. 4), 
@ PHI (Apr. 5) 

Well, the Blue Jackets didn't acquire any roster players via trade. GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen said he'd be more likely to shake things up in free 
agency. It's not that surprising then that Columbus went 0-1-2 in their first 
three games following the deadline. Kekalainen's strategy reflects where 
Columbus is at this season, where there's little hope of a playoff-bound 
miracle run. 

24. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.433 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (March 30), vs. NSH (Apr. 1), vs. FLA (Apr. 
3), vs. CAR (Apr. 5) 

GM Kevyn Adams completed his blockbuster trade in November (Jack 
Eichel; remember him?) and brought no one else in (after Alex Tuch and 
Peyton Krebs, the return centrepieces of that Eichel deal) before March 
21 came and went. The plan has been to assess who the Sabres already 
have. And what did we all learn from Buffalo erasing a 4-0 deficit against 
Chicago on Monday to win, 6-5? That the Sabres can still surprise! 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.455 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (March 30), vs. OTT (Apr. 1), @ OTT (Apr. 3), 
vs. BOS (Apr. 5) 

The Red Wings are getting a decent return on the acquisition of Oskar 
Sundqvist, who had two goals and three points in his first three games. 
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Jake Walman has also been solid on the back end, and played over 20 
minutes in Detroit's overtime loss to Tampa Bay last weekend. Losing 
Nick Leddy was going to hurt the Red Wings, but the speedy Walman 
has stepped in well to keep Detroit competitive. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.402 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Apr. 2), @ NYR (Apr. 3), vs. CBJ (Apr. 5) 

Considering the Flyers traded away their best player (Claude Giroux), 
things in Philadelphia post-deadline weren't going to be improved. Owen 
Tippett is playing and taking advantage of a fresh start. That's a positive. 
The Flyers can recognize this season is a wash, and none of their other 
moves were meant to bring immediate help. So, the skidding continues. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.402 

Next seven days: @ BOS (March 31), vs. FLA (Apr. 2), vs. NYI (Apr. 3), 
vs. NYR (Apr. 5) 

I called the Devils out after the deadline for making zero significant 
moves. It could be that GM Tom Fitzgerald is holding out for summertime 
swaps and free agency. In the here and now, New Jersey is no better off 
the last 10 days than the previous five months. The Devils' only 
acquisition was Andrew Hammond, and he just had his first team practice 
on Tuesday. We'll see how the veteran netminder is eventually utilized in 
this final month. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.341 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (March 30), vs. ANA (Apr. 1), @ CHI (Apr. 3), @ 
STL (Apr. 4) 

Arizona's best move came weeks before the deadline in acquiring Nick 
Ritchie from Toronto. He's come in, worked hard, produced well and can 
play basically anywhere in the lineup. Otherwise, the Coyotes didn't do a 
whole lot to make themselves better this season, and that's reflected in 
their current seven-game slide. Moving on. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.433 

Next seven days: @ FLA (March 31), @ TB (Apr. 1), vs. ARI (Apr. 3) 

Taylor Raddysh was part of Chicago's return from Tampa Bay in the 
Brandon Hagel deal, and he hasn't shied away from opportunity, steeping 
onto Jonathan Toews' wing and notching two goals and five points in his 
first six games. That's been a nice bright spot for the Blackhawks. Less 
great? Chicago blowing back-to-back, three-plus goal leads in its last two 
games, both of which were losses. Ouch. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.356 

Next seven days: @ CAR (March 31), @ TB (Apr. 2), vs. OTT (Apr. 5) 

The Canadiens went from Stanley Cup Final appearance last season to 
being the first team officially eliminated from the playoffs this season. Life 
comes at you fast. GM Kent Hughes' deadline moves set Montreal up 
nicely for the next two drafts, and he added a couple intriguing prospects. 
Tyler Pitlick (incoming from Calgary in the Tyler Toffoli deal) has started 
to see some game action this season, too. But all eyes are on what's 
next for the Habs. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: @ DET (Apr. 1), vs. DET (Apr. 3), @ MTL (Apr. 5) 

The Senators' head-scratching trade for Travis Hamonic (in which Ottawa 
took on all of Hamonic's $3 million cap hit and gave Vancouver back a 
third-round pick) hasn't been a total disaster. Coach DJ Smith likes that 
Hamonic is a stabilizing presence on the blue line. But again ... why 
Hamonic for that role? Anyway, Mathieu Joseph looks like a real good 
addition here, and is a pending RFA who could be re-signed. He's 
brought speed, skill, and playmaking ability; a super Swiss-army knife for 
the Senators. 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.364 

Next seven days: vs. VGK (March 30), vs. VGK (Apr. 1), vs. DAL (Apr. 3) 

Daniel Sprong scored three goals in his first three games with the Kraken 
after being acquired in the Marcus Johansson deal with Washington (for 
context, Sprong had eight goals through 47 games pre-trade with the 
Capitals). He's a nice little pickup by GM Ron Francis, who prioritized 
gathering draft picks over lineup players at the deadline. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers bend but don't break to secure important win over 
rival Kings 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecMarch 31, 2022, 2:07 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Two points for Edmonton felt a lot like a win for Los 
Angeles, so everyone went home happy after a 4-3 shootout win for the 
Oilers over the Kings Wednesday night. 

"We might have bent but we didn’t break," Oilers head coach Jay 
Woodcroft was saying, after it took everything his team had to beat a 
Kings team playing without eight regulars and a defence corps that was 
young and untested. "We didn’t have 65 minutes of perfect moments, but 
in the end we did whatever it took to find the two points." 

Give Los Angeles credit for nabbing a point in Edmonton, and clinging to 
second place in the Pacific one point ahead of the surging Oilers. This 
game was tied 3-3 after 40 minutes, and it was L.A. that controlled the 
third period, outshooting Edmonton 11-0 halfway through the period. 

"The group we have playing right now did a real good job tonight," said 
Kings coach Todd McLellan, whose team fell behind 3-1 but scored twice 
in 14 seconds to jump back into the game. "We had to scratch and claw 
to come back. It’s disappointing we didn’t get the point when the shootout 
starts, but as far as the rest of the game and finding guys to contribute, I 
thought we did a real good job." 
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But don’t disrespect an Oilers team that had its 'B' game going for much 
of the night, yet hung around to win in a shootout. It was one of those, 
“they don’t ask how, just how many” wins, as Edmonton ran its home 
winning streak to eight games. 

The climb to get past Los Angeles and into second place has been a long 
one, and Edmonton wakes up Thursday morning trailing by just a point 
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with a game in hand on L.A. in a three-point game that no doubt miffed 
folks in Vancouver and Vegas. 

"That was a playoff-type game," said Leon Draisaitl, who notched his 
49th of the season. "It was good to see that we can stick with it and come 
out on top at the end. That is a great sign for us. Who knows, we might 
see this team sometime down the stretch." 

Speaking of stretch runs, as Draisaitl and Toronto’s Auston Matthews 
trade punches in their quest for the Rocket Richard Trophy, tied with 49 
goals apiece, Draisaitl admitted he is enjoying the theatre as much as the 
rest of us. He’s trying to keep pace as the Maple Leafs’ sniper seems to 
get one every single night. 

"I’d be lying if I said I didn't pay attention," Draisaitl said. "It is impressive 
what he is doing. Teams focus on him and he scores 50 pretty much 
every year. It is fun to watch and we will see how it ends. Of course I 
would like to beat him, but he is a pretty good player himself. I don’t think 
he is going to stay at 49, to be honest with you." 

Draisaitl keeps pace in Rocket race with Matthews against Kings 
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Of the two, only Draisaitl has a 50-goal, 100-point season under his belt, 
and he’s a lock for one this season with 49 goals, 48 assists, and 14 
games left on the schedule. 

Draisaitl will have to wait for another day for his milestone, but not 
Connor McDavid, who had a goal and a helper for an even 100-points on 
the season. It is the fifth career 100 point season for McDavid, with Sid 
Crosby being the only active NHL player who has posted more (six). 

McDavid now has five 100-point seasons before his 25th birthday, joining 
Bobby Orr and Bryan Trottier. Wayne Gretzky (eight), Mario Lemieux and 
Dale Hawerchuk (six each) make up the rest of the exclusive club that 
McDavid joins with the milestone. 

It’s crazy that these two are teammates, one-two in the scoring race for 
almost the entire season and two of hockey’s elite superstars in the 
prime of their careers. 

“The rate that both are scoring at, and the consistency that they bring 
every single night putting up points is impressive,” said defenceman 
Cody Ceci. “That is what kind of drew me here in the summer time (as a 
free agent) was the chance to play with these guys and see how far we 
can go.” 

Oilers, Kings play full 5-minute 3-on-3 overtime with no whistles 
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Draisaitl and McDavid both beat Jonathan Quick on Edmonton’s two 
shootout tries, and with Mikko Koskinen stopping Viktor Arvidsson and 
Anze Kopitar it was that rare four-attempt shootout that sent 16,472 fans 
into an Edmonton spring night with hope for a playoff berth in a few 
weeks. 

Edmonton is 4-0 in the shootout this year, and ran their home-ice winning 
streak to eight games. 

"That is something that needed to improve from over the last couple of 
years. So far this season we have done that," said Draisaitl, whose team 
is 22-12-0 at home. "We want to make this building a tough building for 
other teams to come in to and a hard building to play in. I think we have 
done a good job of that lately." 

Funny, it was a hard building for Derrick Brassard and Josh Archibald to 
play in Wednesday — and they both play for the Oilers. 

The two third-line wingers played 6:03 and 7:56 respectively, as 
Woodcroft shortened his bench in a game with playoff implications. 

"The players who perform will play," the coach said. "And we want to 
make sure that there is competition for ice time." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks face seemingly impossible task after latest blow 
to playoff hopes 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMarch 31, 2022, 2:29 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The worst thing the Vancouver Canucks can be these 
days — besides where they are in the standings — is good at math. 

The calculations are as simple as they are dispiriting. The desperate 
National Hockey League team needed the equivalent of at least 11 wins 
from its final 14 games to make the Stanley Cup playoffs. Then in the 
latest game-of-the-season, they went out Wednesday against the St. 
Louis Blues and lost 4-3 on home ice. 

The Canucks blew a late second-period lead on awful special-teams 
execution, then managed one shot on net in the first 10 minutes of the 
third period before a late goal by Elias Pettersson got Vancouver within 
one. But no closer. 

The Blues are one of the teams the Canucks are trying, were trying, to 
catch in the Western Conference. But St. Louis just beat Vancouver twice 
in a row, and swept all three games against the Canucks this season. 

And in case things weren’t bleak enough, Vancouver also lost captain Bo 
Horvat after the first period to what the team is calling a non-COVID 
illness. 

This all leaves the Canucks with the seemingly impossible task of 
needing to go probably 11-2 or better over their final 13 games, starting 
Sunday with the first of two consecutive contests against the Vegas 
Golden Knights, another team Vancouver must catch. 

The Canucks’ best 13-game stretch this season is 10-2-1. It was in 
December. 
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“I wouldn’t say hopeless,” defenceman Luke Schenn said Wednesday. “It 
looks like a lot and a big task when you look at the big picture. But you 
focus on the next game. Vegas is obviously a team that is right ahead of 
us. That's a huge game coming on Sunday, so we look forward to that 
one and go from there. Really, all you can do is take it one at a time. 
Obviously, you need some bounces and some luck along the way in 
terms of watching around the league.” 

The Canucks aren’t getting much of that either, as the final playoff spot in 
the West before Wednesday’s schedule was projected to need 97 points 
by the end of the regular season. 

The 32-28-9 Canucks are stuck at 73 points. After a noble three-month 
sprint back towards the playoff pack under coach Bruce Boudreau, the 
team has won just three of its last 11 games. 

“You can’t think about ‘we need (to win) this amount of games,’” 
Pettersson said. “You've just got to try win the next game. That's what we 
can do.” 

Pettersson scored twice on Wednesday, once intentionally and once 
when Conor Garland’s shot ticked him on its way to the net at 15:11 of 
the third period. But it was also Pettersson’s turnover on the power play 
that turned the game in less than two minutes later in the second period. 
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With a chance to build on a 2-1 lead, the Canucks went on the power 
play at 14:20. But a minute into it, Pettersson lost the puck on a solo 
dash into the Blues’ zone, catching teammate Quinn Hughes slightly flat-
footed and allowing Robert Thomas to burst in on a shorthanded 
breakaway and bury the tying goal past goalie Thatcher Demko at 15:29. 

Near the end of the same power play, Canucks rookie Vasily Podkolzin 
took a holding penalty, and the Blues’ fourth-ranked power play quickly 
torched Vancouver. Ryan O’Reilly made it 3-2 at 17:16, scoring from the 
low slot with penalty-killer Brad Richardson standing close enough to 
smell the Blue’s aftershave but not intervening on the play. 

Canucks' special teams mistakes cost them in loss to Blues 
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Nathan Walker made it 4-2 at 9:29 of the third period, before Garland 
shot it in off Pettersson. Tanner Pearson had the best chance to tie the 
game, but was stuffed point-blank by St. Louis goalie Ville Husso with 
Demko on the bench for a sixth skater. 

But, really, the result was all about that special-teams disaster. 

“We got the 2-1 goal there in the second period, and then I tried to make 
a play, made a turnover on the power play,” Pettersson said. “They 
scored on the breakaway, got momentum, they scored on the power 
play. So then we're chasing the game again. Mistakes like that can't 
happen. I've just got to do a better play; I can't just turn it over.” 

When Canucks penalty killing, historically bad at the start of the season 
and ranked last for most of it, finally inched into 31st place during 
Monday’s 4-1 loss in St. Louis, there was some mock celebration in 
Vancouver. But given one chance to fail on Wednesday, the penalty kill 
did. 

And Vancouver’s power play, which has been much better since 
Boudreau took over as coach in December, is still only 16th in the NHL 
and has been marked by inconsistency. 

When the game was being decided Wednesday, Horvat was in the 
medical room. He has been on the Canucks’ top power-play unit all 
season and is also a key penalty-killer and faceoff ace. 

Horvat was missed. 

“Absolutely,” Pettersson said. “I mean, he's our captain. Of course, he's 
got a big role in this team, and of course we missed him today. We wish 
we had him out there.” 

Wednesday was the Canucks’ fifth game in eight nights, in five cities 
against opponents that look playoff bound. They were terrific in the first 
three, but weren’t close to their best in the games against the Blues. 

“If we're not at our best, you know, we're not winning games,” Schenn 
said. “We need to play a full 60 minutes. We're not a team that typically 
puts up a tonne of offence, (so) we need to play the right way and keep 
goals out of our net. We need everyone going.” 

Instead of going, they look gone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Too much on line for Jets-Maple Leafs rematch to be 
slugfest 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorldMarch 31, 2022, 1:10 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Never mind the months of build-up and anticipation, this is 
not likely going to be a knock-’em-down-throw-’em-out, turn-back-the-
clock North Division slugfest. 

This is not the 10th meeting of a shortened season and bragging rights 
for an entire nation are not technically on the line. 

The fact of the matter is neither team can afford to make this a grudge 
match. 

The stakes are simply too high and given the vastly different spaces they 
occupy in their respective conference standings, it’s going to be one of 
those times when turning the other cheek and taking a number is 
probably the order of the day. 

That’s not to suggest this won’t be intense, high-event hockey, since 
that’s often what’s on the menu when the Winnipeg Jets and Toronto 
Maple Leafs get together. 

But if you’re looking for any scores to be settled or retribution to be 
sought, chances are that you’ve come to the wrong place. 

That’s not to suggest for one second that all is forgotten when it comes to 
how the Maple Leafs feel about Pierre-Luc Dubois making life difficult for 
Auston Matthews, who just so happens to be chasing his 50th goal of the 
campaign on Thursday when the Jets visit the Maple Leafs at Scotiabank 
Arena. 
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The Maple Leafs also haven’t forgotten the knee-on-knee collision 
between Jets blue-liner Neal Pionk and Rasmus Sandin — the one that 
sent the Toronto D-man to the sidelines with an injury and saw Pionk 
serve a two-game suspension for his misdeed. 

Nor have the Jets forgiven Maple Leafs forward Jason Spezza for his 
knee to the head of Pionk in retaliation, an out-of-character move that 
resulted in a six-game suspension for Spezza that was ultimately 
reduced to four games after an appeal. 

Pionk ended up missing three games with a concussion as a result of 
that play, so you can be sure he’ll be on high alert once the puck drops 
as well. 

Ultimately, the only messages these two teams will be interested in 
sending one another are related to what the final score is going to show. 

The Jets got the upper hand back in December, bouncing the Maple 
Leafs 6-3, but that came against goalie Joseph Woll and he hasn’t made 
an NHL start since that night — though it should be noted the Maple 
Leafs were far too loose defensively on that night and Woll still finished 
with 35 saves. 

Winnipeg also had a distinct schedule advantage, since Toronto had 
played the previous night in Minnesota against the Wild. 

Well, those roles are reversed this time around, as the Maple Leafs are 
well-rested and coming off a 6-4 victory over the Boston Bruins on 
Tuesday, while the Jets needed a shootout to defeat the Buffalo Sabres 
by a 3-2 score and will be playing on consecutive days. 

“No doubt it’s going to be a tough test. They’re one of the best teams in 
the league,” Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry, whose club improved 
to 20-15-5 since he took over from Paul Maurice on Dec. 17, told 
reporters in Buffalo. “The big thing for us is short travel. We’ll have a nice 
early night. We’re not the only team that’s played back to back this year. 
The biggest thing is we’ll be energized and we’ll be ready to start the 
game.” 

Did we mention the Jets will be missing leading point-getter Kyle Connor 
and defenceman Nate Schmidt after the duo landed in the NHLs COVID-
19 protocols on Wednesday morning and won’t be able to suit up again 
until next Wednesday against the Detroit Red Wings, missing three 
important games at this critical juncture of the season? 

Kenny and Renny talk Jets 
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Sportsnet's Ken Wiebe and Sean Reynolds offer everything you need to 
know about the Winnipeg Jets on their podcast. 

The Kenny and Renny Show 

That’s sure to be part of the storylines to monitor for a Jets club that has 
now gone 11-4-1 to pull within two points of the Vegas Golden Knights 
for the final playoff spot in the Western Conference, though the Dallas 
Stars are one point ahead of the Jets as well and hold three games in 
hand. 

“It was a bummer. They were really close to getting through the whole 
year without having to go through it,” said Jets captain Blake Wheeler, 
who scored a goal to extend his point streak to six games and added the 
shootout clincher. “Unfortunately, it wasn't meant to be and not ideal 
timing, either. That's kind of been the story of our year in terms of COVID 
and how it has affected our team. I guess, with that, the good news is 
we've dealt with it before and we've had to deal with it and it's never easy 
to lose two guys, especially two guys of that calibre, so it was definitely a 
good night for guys to step up.” 

The Maple Leafs don’t care about the Jets' tough circumstances, nor will 
they be showing them any mercy. 

They’ve got concerns of their own, primarily when it comes to jockeying 
for position in the Atlantic Division standings and tidying up a few areas 
of their collective game before the Stanley Cup playoffs arrive. 

If the Jets don’t manage the puck better than they did against the Sabres, 
they could run into some difficulty with the Maple Leafs' transition game 
and high-end finishing ability. 

But despite needing extra time in each of the past three games, the Jets 
have been resilient down the stretch and that’s one of the reasons they 
haven’t faded into the background. 

Instead, they’ve won three consecutive games for the first time since 
early January and will attempt to record their first four-game winning 
streak since late October on Thursday. 

“I mean, at this point of the year… we just need wins. It doesn’t matter 
how,” said Dubois. “I think we all agree that we can play better. We have 
to play better, but at the end of the day, we get the two points and that’s 
what we need right now.” 

Jets' Dubois happy to pick up two points in imperfect win vs. Sabres 
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Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck came up with another fantastic 
performance on Wednesday, making 35 saves in what was his league-
leading 57th start of the season. 

Neither Lowry nor Hellebuyck were providing any clues as to whether he 
would be getting the call again in goal, but the smart money is on 
Hellebuyck going back-to-back since he got a breather last Friday when 
Patrik Laine and the Columbus Blue Jackets were in town. 

Hellebuyck had more pressing matters to attend to after speaking to 
reporters — and he wasn’t about to reveal the secret anyway. 

“I don’t know,” said Hellebuyck. “All I know is that there’s some chicken 
wings in the locker room calling my name.” 

With a performance like that one, Hellebuyck certainly earned himself a 
cheat meal, whether he’s playing on Thursday or rooting for backup Eric 
Comrie instead. 
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TSN.CA / Whistle-happy officials chasing down Hurricanes 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Over the last three seasons, the Colorado Avalanche (+178 goals) and 
Carolina Hurricanes (+131 goals) have distinguished themselves as the 
league’s preeminent franchises. They both lead their respective 
conferences in goal differential by a considerable margin and, once 
again, are favourites for the Stanley Cup. 

They both play with relentless pace. They dominate the puck. They are 
as deep and skilled as any team you can find in the league. And yet, one 
data point differentiates them in an extraordinary way. 

That data point? Penalties. 

In what’s becoming an increasingly perplexing trend, the Colorado 
Avalanche and Carolina Hurricanes have realized extreme divergence in 
penalty behaviour. It’s particularly odd because the NHL hasn’t been shy 
about how they call penalties, and that’s to follow an extreme balancing 
strategy. Rather than call the rulebook as intended, the league prefers to 
ensure teams earn relatively similar amounts of power-play opportunities 
over the course of a game (and, by extension, a season). It’s why you 
see very few teams with outlier seasons; it’s also why you see teams that 
draw more penalties take more penalties (like the Montreal Canadiens), 
and teams that draw fewer penalties take fewer penalties (like the 
Toronto Maple Leafs). 

Let’s bring this back to Colorado and Carolina. The chart below shows a 
three-year tally of penalties drawn and taken, all situations. I’m going to 
bring in a third team – the Arizona Coyotes, who have distinctly been out-
possessed, out-shot, and out-scored over this same time period – for 
benchmarking purposes. Here’s what the data says: 

Embedded Image 

In one instance, you have a juggernaut Avalanche team that’s +96 in 
penalties, a juggernaut Hurricanes team that’s -83 in penalties, and a 
horrific Coyotes team that’s right around break-even (-11) in penalties. 
We can’t draw many conclusions from this other than the Avalanche and 
Hurricanes are polar opposites, and that a staggering 179 penalties – 
worth about 35 goals on opportunity alone – separate these two teams. 

Let’s isolate in terms of penalty type. I mentioned earlier that, for many 
teams, penalties drawn and penalties taken move in parallel, but that 
relationship must be breaking down here. Let’s look at penalties drawn 
first for all three clubs: 

Embedded Image 

I think a lot of the story is here. Carolina has never – not one time over 
the past three seasons – drawn more penalties than Colorado. Not by 
fluke or happenstance. Meanwhile, Arizona has vacillated between the 
two: sometimes drawing penalties at aggressive rates, and sometimes 
not. What’s interesting here is we know that Carolina and Colorado 
dominate the puck in a way few other teams do, and that should lend 
itself well to drawing penalties. Arizona, meanwhile, has been the most 
out-shot team in the league and is perpetually playing off the puck. 

Let’s look at penalties taken: 
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No team has spent more time killing penalties than the Hurricanes over 
this three-year interval, whereas the Avalanche and Coyotes are 
hovering right near league average. And so despite every effort by the 
NHL’s officiating teams to balance penalties, Carolina and Colorado 
move in opposite directions. 

We cannot rule out that Colorado may have a unique collection of guys 
who can draw penalties (and similarly, the Hurricanes have a unique 
collection of guys who are penalty-taking magnets), but it couldn’t fully 
explain the significant gulf between the two. A gulf that’s worth nearly one 
penalty per-game over three seasons! 

Embedded Image 

As a matter of curiosity, I wanted to see if there was something within the 
penalty call profile that would differentiate the two teams. What’s clear is 
that amongst the penalties routinely called by NHL officials 
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(predominantly hooking, tripping, holds, and slashes), Colorado gets a 
very favourable whistle, and Carolina the opposite: 

Embedded Image 

In most scenarios, I would be inclined to point out that variances – even 
extreme variances – are bound to happen across any measurement 
criteria, and that some teams are simply more disciplined than others. 

To argue that, I would have to believe that skill and discipline could 
explain such a significant gulf. In a league where the distribution of 
penalties is extremely tight, I find that very hard to believe. 

And if I’m the Hurricanes, I’m asking why I don’t have a whistle like the 
Coyotes, let alone a whistle like the Avalanche. 
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TSN.CA / Flames, city of Calgary offer Sutters plenty of support for son 
with Down Syndrome 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Throughout his career behind the bench that has spanned four decades, 
one question has governed Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter 
and the NHL job opportunities he’s pursued: Which city and organization 
would provide the best environment for his son, Chris, who has Down 
Syndrome.  

As the Sutter family’s coaching journey has criss-crossed North America 
from Chicago to San Jose to Calgary to Los Angeles and, now, back to 
Calgary, Sutter has prioritized Chris and the support available to him. 

“Our deal when he was born was to max him out,” Sutter said of his 
youngest child. 

“It’s no different than a player, to maximize [his potential]…we always 
said that whatever happens, we’ll do it as three [Darryl, his wife Wanda, 
and Chris]. Our whole life would be three. We wouldn’t go anywhere 
unless all three of us could go.” 

After a couple of years leading the Blackhawks, Sutter resigned following 
the lockout-shortened 1994-95 season and the family returned to their 
farm in Viking, Alberta, because he wanted to spend more time with 
Wanda and Chris. Other coaching offers came up, but Sutter declined. 
Then the San Jose Sharks reached out and he returned to coaching in 
the 1997-98 season, two years after leading the Blackhawks to the 
Western Conference Final against the Detroit Red Wings. 

“It had to be the right situation,” Sutter said. 

“California at that time was lights out for Down Syndrome, in terms of 
facilities and medical care and education.” 

Sutter coached the Sharks for parts of six seasons until the Flames 
called midway through the 2002-03 campaign. He already knew of the 
first-rate treatment and support facilities for Down Syndrome in Calgary, 
so he accepted the role behind the bench and later took on general 
manager duties for several seasons. 

Gerry Wood, a Flames co-owner at the time, also had a child with Down 
Syndrome and started The PREP Program, a facility in the city that 
supports kids with special needs. 

“We knew we were going to be really well taken care of, so I came here,” 
Sutter said. 

“It’s about ownership and city.” 

After eight years in Calgary, Sutter returned to the familiar environment of 
California where he led the Los Angeles Kings to two Stanley Cups in 
2012 and 2014 before retiring from coaching in June of 2018 to return to 
the family farm in Viking. 

Now, after serving as an advisor with the Anaheim Ducks in 2019-20, 
Sutter is again back coaching in Alberta. He was hired by the Flames last 
March and has led the team to first place in the Pacific Division in 2021-
22 in his second stint with the franchise. 

These days, the Flames faithful in the Saddledome are loud and 
energized, and the Sutters – dad Darryl and son Chris – are a big reason 
why.  

Several times a night, while Darryl manages the bench, Chris is featured 
on the jumbotron dancing. The Flames faithful love it. The elder Sutter, 
however, is focused on the game at hand.  

“I’ve never looked at it,” Sutter grinned. 

“I just think my responsibility is to coach. I don’t have to look at Chris to 
see him dance. I’ve seen him dance enough.” 

Chris is a big Flames fan and counts centre Mikael Backlund as one of 
his favourite players. He watches games closely, and often gives his dad 
Darryl suggestions.  

“He’ll do lineups for me and say, ‘This is who you should play with 
where,’” Sutter said.  

“He has his own rating system. He’s got a zero, one, two system and 
take the game sheets and rate every player. If we’re at home, he’ll wait 
up after the game and he’s ready to do his ratings with me.” 

Darryl, the doting father, is proud of Chris and the person he has become 
and the milestones he has achieved. 

“I’m proud of the way he handles, and how proud he is of what he can 
do,” Sutter said. 

“Everything we set out and planned for Chris, you have to do it in a real 
honest way. He’s done all that. He’s gotten to every point that he could. 
When we first started out, we called it development, but now it’s just his 
life. Everything that we’ve laid out for him or that we’ve tried to do with 
him, he’s gotten to. The only thing that’s slowed him down is COVID. It’s 
taken away all the social stuff and interaction, and that’s starting to come 
back.” 

On Wednesday, the Sutter family will celebrate Chris’s 29th birthday.  

The Flames skate in the morning. After that, there will be bowling and 
pizza. 

“We have Boston Pizza gift cards,” Sutter smiled. 

“That way, he thinks he pays because he uses his gift cards.” 
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