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Hurricanes offense stays hot, Andersen posts shutout as Carolina rolls past Montreal 

By Chip Alexander 

One play might have best summed up the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ 4-0 win Thursday over the Montreal Canadiens. 

Late in the first period, Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
backanded a pass toward the net from the right corner. 
Andrei Svechnikov was stationed in front of the net, 
absorbing cross-checks from Habs defenseman David 
Savard but getting his stick on the puck to beat goalie Jake 
Allen. 

Savard continued to cross-check Svechnikov in the chest, as 
if oblivious to the fact the goal horn was sounding, almost 
like an act of frustration and futility. Svechnikov finally 
backed away and shrugged, the damage done. 

So it went Thursday as the Canes (45-15-8) returned from a 
successful three-game road trip with a rather routine win at 
PNC Arena over a team that’s more competitive under 
interim coach Martin St. Louis but likely eager for the season 
to end. 

The Habs (18-39-11) could not find a way to get the puck 
past goalie Frederik Andersen, whose fourth shutout of the 
season came with 32 saves. “Solid as a rock,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said of Andersen. 

“You don’t think about anything when he’s in the net,” Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. “It’s just a calming 
presence when he’s in the net. He’s made so many big-time 
saves this year we’re kind of getting used to it. He’s been 
great.” 

Montreal had 14 shots in the third period and pulled Allen 
with 4:30 left in regulation for a sixth attacker but could not 
score. 

Svechnikov scored twice, the second an empty-netter that 
was his 200th career NHL point, and Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen each had a goal and assist for the 
Hurricanes. 

Aho scored on an early power play in the first and 
Teravainen at even strength in the second period when the 

Canes had a season-high 26 shots and three power plays, 
including almost a minute of a 5-on-3 advantage. 

The game began with Jordan Staal’s line turning in a heavy 
83-second shift, forechecking and controlling the puck and 
pounding away at the Canadiens down low. 

“They hold on to the puck down low and it starts tiring the 
other team out,” DeAngelo said. “The next line comes out 
and they do, the next line comes out and they do it. It’s a lot 
of volume, right? That’s our identity and we stuck to it.” 

Every line for the Canes had its good moments, especially in 
the first two periods when the game was decided. Carolina’s 
26 shots in the second were just three shy of the Canes’ 
record for a period. 

DeAngelo and Slavin each had two assists for the Canes -- 
DeAngelo has 35 this season and Slavin 33. Forward Max 
Domi, moved to Vincent Trocheck’s line, had his third point in 
five games since the trade from Columbus. 

“It was a very solid effort through the lineup,” said Aho, who 
scored his 31st of the season and extended his point streak 
to six games. 

Jordan Martinook returned to the lineup after missing seven 
games with a lower-body injury and gave the Canes some 
thump and jolt of energy. In his first two shifts the forward 
had a big hit and then drew a penalty after another hit -- Aho 
scoring quickly after winning the faceoff to begin the power 
play, then redirecting a Teravainen shot. 

“He only has one speed,” a smiling DeAngelo said of 
Martinook. 

The only suspense in the game was whether Andersen 
would get the shutout. The Habs had three power plays in 
the third period but the Canes’ league-leading penalty kill got 
the job done. 

Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, injured Monday in the 
final seconds of the 6-1 road win at Washington, was not 
able to play against his former team. Brind’Amour said 
Kotkaniemi would be out two or three weeks with a lower-
body injury. 
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Hurricanes' Jesperi Kotkaniemi out 2-3 weeks with lower-body injury: Source 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Carolina Hurricanes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be out 
between two and three weeks with a lower-body injury, a 
source told The Athletic. Head coach Rod Brind'Amour told 
the media Thursday that Kotkaniemi would be sidelined for a 
"couple of weeks".  

Kotkaniemi was injured Monday following a collision with 
Washington Capitals forward Lars Eller. Teammate Martin 
Necas told media following the game, a 6-1 Hurricanes win 
over the Capitals, that the hit was "stupid" and "ridiculous." 

The Finnish forward just signed an eight-year contract 
extension with an average annual value of $4.82 million. 
Kotkaniemi has 11 goals and 26 points in 63 games this 
season, his first in Carolina.  

Who could step in Kotkaniemi's place? 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: Welp, the Max Domi 
trade is looking even better for the Canes because they have 

an abundance of forwards to fill out the lineup in the two to 
three weeks Kotkaniemi will be out. Right now they've got 
Derek Stepan at fourth-line center and they've had Steven 
Lorentz filling in as well. You can expect a fair amount of 
rotation, especially with Jordan Martinook back from injury 
today and slotting into the fourth-line wing position. Versatility 
is key. 

How was he fitting into Carolina's lineup before the injury? 

Civian: Before the injury, Kotkaniemi was settling into the 
fourth-line center role with the Canes. The acquisition of 
former playoff teammate Domi on his wing seemed to 
enhance his play and give him a little boost. It was going to 
be exciting to watch that progress, but we might have to wait 
for the playoffs (or closer to them) to see them in action 
again.  

All things considered, this injury stemming from a 
questionable hit could have been worse and Kotkaniemi will 
be back when it counts. 
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Hurricanes dominate Canadiens, ride Andersen to 4-0 win 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes entered Thursday’s home 
game with 15 games remaining on the season, 11 of which 
were against teams outside of the playoffs. 

Both Rod Brind’Amour and his players warned against 
expecting an easy road despite the seemingly weaker 
schedule, and the Canadiens learned that Carolina meant 
what they said. 

The Hurricanes dominated for 40 minutes before cruising to 
a 4-0 win, getting multipoint games from five players and a 
32-save shutout from Frederik Andersen in front of 15,289 at 
PNC Arena. 

“It was a very solid effort throughout the lineup,” Hurricanes 
center Sebastian Aho said. “Obviously Freddie made those 
saves he needed to make.” 

The game started with a dominant shift from the Jordan Staal 
line and that bled through the rest of the lineup. 

“It all starts, in my opinion, with Jordo’s line,” said Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who finished with two assists. 
“They just hold onto the puck down low and it just starts tiring 
the other team out. Then the next line comes out and they do 
it, and then the next line comes out and they do it.” 

When the fourth line got on the ice just over three minutes 
into the game, Jordan Martinook — playing for the first time 
since being injured March 17 — kept it going. 

Martinook charged in on the forecheck following a faceoff win 
and drew a cross-checking penalty on Montreal’s Laurent 
Dauphin. 

“To me, that’s the value of that kind of player,” Brind’Amour 
said of Martinook’s boundless energy, “especially this time of 
year, this week, where you’re just playing it feels like every 
day. He had been out, so it was nice that he brought that 
energy to the group. … He was a big part of it.” 

Carolina made quick work of the power play, with Aho 
winning a faceoff back to DeAngelo, who slid the puck 
across to Teuvo Teravainen for a one-timer that Aho 
redirected in the high slot for his 31st goal of the season and 
a 1-0 lead just 3:48 into the game. 

“I hope I have a lot of goals in me still,” said Aho, who tied 
Jeff O’Neill for third all time on the team’s goal-scoring list 
since relocation to North Carolina with his 176th goal. “Just 
keep going.” 

That proved to be the game-winning goal as the Hurricanes 
dominated the first two periods, outshooting the Canadiens 
42-18 and building a 3-0 lead on even-strength goals by 
Andrei Svechnikov and Teravainen. 

Montreal pushed back in third — due in part to free-wheeling 
desperation and some complacency by the Hurricanes — by 
drawing three penalties and outshooting Carolina 14-2. 

“It’s kind of human nature,” Brind’Amour said of the lackluster 
final 20 minutes. “Had a good game, the game’s kind of in 
hand and you can say the right things, the intentions are 
there, but you just come off it a little. Then you take three 
penalties. 

“That period wasn’t great, but we’d done enough work to 
build a game that, really, it wasn’t an issue.” 

While the Canadiens found their footing, they couldn’t solve 
Andersen, who posted his fourth shutout of the year and 
dropped his goals-against average to within a few 
thousandths of being under 2.00. 

“(We) did a helluva job to kind of keep them from entering 
the zone for the most part,” Andersen said. “We wanted to 
play a complete game, and I thought we did that.” 

Brind’Amour called the confidence in his goaltenders — 
Andersen and Antti Raanta — “comforting.” 

“You’re going to have your breakdowns, you’re going to have 
your mistakes … he shuts the door and we can keep moving 
on,” he said of Andersen. 

DeAngelo agreed. 

“You don’t think about anything happening when he’s in the 
net,” DeAngelo said. “And Raanta’s been fantastic too, but 
Freddie this year, you’re not worried when they get a chance 
or anything. It’s just a calming presence on the bench when 
he’s in the net.” 

Svechnikov sealed the win with an empty-net goal with 1:45 
remaining, his second goal of the night, 27th of the season 
and 200th point of his NHL career. 

“He probably should have more,” Brind’Amour said. “If you 
look at how he’s played, and there’s stretches where he’s a 
pretty good player and no points.” 

Brind’Amour did take a lighthearted dig at his emerging star 
forward. 

“He’s getting a lot of empty-netters, so he’s kind of making 
up for a lot of those chances that we talk about where they 
don’t go in for him.” 

Svechnikov did convert a chance at the end of the first 
period, using his physicality to double Carolina’s lead to 2-0. 

He first hit Montreal defenseman David Savard into the 
boards, which led to Savard returning the favor. Then the 
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tandem went to the front of the net, where Savard seemed 
more intent on retaliating than defending. 

Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin got the puck near the 
right corner and threw it in front, and Svechnikov tipped it 
over the left pad of Jake Allen (40 saves) for a 2-0 lead with 
12 seconds left in the opening period. 

The Hurricanes’ Finnish connection then hooked up again 
early in the second period, with Aho setting up Teravainen 
for his 17th goal of the season. 

Notes: Slavin finished with two assists, extending his career-
high total to 33 on the season and giving him 36 points, 
matching his 2019-20 season for his career high in that 
category. … Teravainen now has assists in six straight 
games.
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Recap: Canes, Andersen Shut Out Canadiens, 4-0 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes put on a 
controlling performance Thursday, shutting out the Montreal 
Canadiens by a score of 4-0.  

Three Things: 

1) Grabbing Control Of The Game Early 

So often we hear about teams being ready to go from the 
opening puck drop and tonight the Canes were that. 

Kicked off by a strong shift from the line of Nino Niederreiter, 
Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast, the Canes were able to 
seemingly execute their game plan exactly how they hoped. 
They dictated where the game was played, when the game 
was played and how it was played over the entirety of the 
first 40 minutes. 

A Sebastian Aho power play goal 3:48 in was the only 
offense the team would have needed all night, but the foot 
remained on the gas, adding another first period marker from 
Andrei Svechnikov. 

In the second they produced a single-period season high 26 
shots on goal, peppering Jake Allen from all angles. 

While the third period wasn't quite the same as the first two, 
they'd done enough to essentially have it in cruise control 
until the finish. 

 2) Show Love For The Goalies 

Calm, cool and consistent throughout, Frederik Andersen 
made the exceptional feel regular once again tonight. 

With his team controlling possession at the other end of the 
ice for the majority of the first 40 minutes, the All-Star's tests 
were sporadic, but when he was needed, he was there. 

Then in the final frame of regulation the game kind of flipped 
upside on Andersen, forced to backstop three penalty kills 
and turn away seven of Montreal's ten high dangers chances 
on the night. 

But when the final horn sounded it was 32/32 for #31, 
claiming his fourth shutout of the season. 

3) Points In Six Straight 

Dating back to last Tuesday's 3-2 victory over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the team has now taken at least a point in 
their last six contests. 

Although there was the hardship last Thursday night against 
Dallas, there's been a consistency in the way that the team 
has played of late, which is incredibly encouraging as we 
now enter the final calendar month of the regular season. 

The goal scoring is certainly there, scoring an average of 
over four per night during the stretch. 

The defense? Allowing an average of just two. 

And as tonight exemplified, the goaltending is certainly rolling 
as well. 

Not a bad way to go into April. 

 They Said It: 

Tony DeAngelo on what he liked about tonight's effort: 

"It all starts with Jordo's line and the way they hold the puck 
down low. It starts tiring other teams out and then the next 
line comes out and they do it and the next line comes out 
and they do it. It's a lot of volume, right? When it happens to 
you, you're getting tired. We do a really good job of it and I 
think we did a really good job at the start tonight. That's our 
identity and we stuck to it." 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on another 
outstanding evening from Andersen: 

"We want to get to where we want to get to and that position 
needs to be solid as rock. He's been great, Rants has been 
great. It's comforting. You're going to have your breakdowns 
and you're going to have your mistakes, when you can 
suddenly cover them up, that's big. Even tonight. We didn't 
give up much, but there's little things and those are going to 
happen. He shuts the door and we keep moving on. He was 
big." 

Frederik Andersen touching on the penalty kill and what's 
made them so successful: 

"Everyone is buying in and that's huge. Everyone's out there 
with a purpose. You see a lot of times [the opposing team's 
power play] doesn't even get to get in the zone and set up. 
We're already on them and denying their entries. Those have 
been big keys. Some good blocked shots doesn't hurt either. 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday before taking on 
the Minnesota Wild Saturday for Military Appreciation Night. 

Bonus Notes: 

 An empty net goal by Svechnikov to conclude the 
effort was his 200th National Hockey League point. 

 Tonight's tally for Aho moved him into a tie with Jeff 
O'Neill for the third-most goals all-time in franchise 
history with 176. Next up? Jeff Skinner at 204. 

 Both Aho and Teravainen moved their point streaks 
to six games. 
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 Tonight was the second time the Canes have shut 
out Montreal this season. Antti Raanta had a 26-
save clean sheet back on December 30. 

 With the win Carolina also completed the season 
sweep of Montreal, outscoring them 12-1. 

 The Canes now move to 45-15-8 on the year. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes shut out Canadiens, pad Metropolitan Division lead 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Frederik Andersen made 32 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-0 win against the Montreal 
Canadiens at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

It was the fourth shutout this season for Andersen, who is 3-
0-1 in his past four starts. 

"It was a very solid effort through the lineup," Hurricanes 
forward Sebastian Aho said. "Obviously, 'Freddie' made 
those saves that he needed to make." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice, and Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen each had a goal and an assist for the Hurricanes 
(45-15-8), who are 4-1-3 in their past eight games. 

Carolina leads the New York Rangers by five points for first 
place in the Metropolitan Division.  

Jake Allen made 40 saves for the Canadiens (18-39-11), 
who have lost nine of their past 12 games. 

"Carolina brings a lot of chaos to their offensive game where 
the puck is funneling toward the net," Montreal coach Martin 
St. Louis said. "I thought we handled that pretty good 
considering the time that they had." 

Aho made it 1-0 at 3:48 of the first period by redirecting 
Teravainen's shot five seconds into a power play, and 
Svechnikov extended the lead to 2-0 with 12 seconds left in 
the period when he tapped in a backhand centering pass 
from Jaccob Slavin. 

Teravainen gave Carolina a 3-0 lead at 3:43 of the second 
period, scoring from the slot off a touch pass from Aho to end 
an 11-game drought. 

"Their top-six forwards play (all out) every single night," Allen 
said. "They play on both sides of the puck, they're on top of 
guys, they give you no time and space. That's the culture 
they have on that team, and that's something I think we're 
trying to build here." 

The Hurricanes took a season-high 26 shots in the second 
period. 

"When we try to get out (of the defensive zone) and make a 
play up to the winger, their (defensemen) are right on top of 
us, and that's hard to play against," St. Louis said. "It's hard 
to duplicate those reps to feel that pressure from 
everywhere. To get better at that, you have to live it. … I 
think our guys are going to be more prepared next time." 

The Hurricanes took three penalties in the third period but 
limited the Canadiens to five power-play shots.  

"Obviously, we didn't take any penalties until then," 
Andersen said. "We did a [heck] of a job to keep them from 
entering the zone for the most part. I think we wanted to play 
a complete game, and I thought we did that." 

Montreal outshot Carolina 14-2 in the third period, but 
Svechnikov shot into an empty net at 18:15 for the 4-0 final. 

"The intentions are there, but you just come off it a little and 
you take three penalties. But we had done enough work to 
build a game that it wasn't an issue," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

NOTES: The Canadiens were shut out for the fifth time this 
season. … Teravainen has scored nine points (one goal, 
eight assists) during six-game point and assists streaks. He 
has assisted on 12 of Aho's 13 power-play goals this season. 
… Aho has scored seven points (four goals, three assists) 
during a six-game point streak. … Svechnikov has scored 
200 points (86 goals, 114 assists) in 270 NHL games. … Aho 
scored his 176th career NHL goal to tie Jeff O'Neill for third-
most in franchise history. Eric Staal (322) and Jeff Skinner 
(204) are first and second, respectively. ... Slavin had two 
assists to match his career high in points (36, 2019-20). … 
Canadiens forward Tyler Pitlick had one shot on goal in 9:38 
of ice time after missing two games with an upper-body 
injury. …Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook had one shot 
on goal and one hit in 11:06 of ice time after missing seven 
games with a lower-body injury. 
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Aho, Aho score goals less than one minute apart for Hurricanes, Islanders 

Unrelated players of the same name score at nearly the 
exact same moment 

By Dan O'Leary 

Well there goes the space-time continuum or whatever. 

How else would you explain Sebastian Aho scoring a goal for 
the New York Islanders at 7:14 p.m. ET and then Sebastian 
Aho scoring for the Carolina Hurricanes at 7:15 p.m. ET? 

There must have been some kind of vaporizing molecules or 
advanced non-linear time travel involved. Someone get New 
York Rangers fan Neil deGrasse Tyson on the phone, last 
seen in a hockey setting sitting behind Eli Manning at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Oh, never mind, it was both of the Sebastian Ahos. 

Although, as the Hurricanes pointed out on Twitter, they 
were the same tonight. 

Or, maybe there is only one Aho and he drives a DeLorean? 

Kotkaniemi out at least two weeks for Hurricanes 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be out at least two 
weeks for the Carolina Hurricanes because of a lower-body 
injury. 

The forward was injured Monday by a check from 
Washington Capitals center Lars Eller late in the third period 
of a 6-1 win. 

"It's going to be at least a couple weeks to three weeks," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said Thursday. "That's 
long for me, so that's not good." 

Kotkaniemi scored 26 points (11 goals, 15 assists) in 63 
games this season, his first with Carolina. He had an assist 
in each of his past three games before not playing in a 4-3 
overtime loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday. 

"The worst part is, you never want to see injuries, but he was 
really taking a turn, becoming really effective every shift," 
Brind'Amour said. "The good thing is, you see that, and you 

know that once he gets back, we will get him up to speed 
again." 

Jordan Martinook replaced Kotkaniemi for a 4-0 win against 
the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday. Martinook played 
11:06 after missing seven games with a lower-body injury. 

Carolina (45-15-8) leads the Metropolitan Division by five 
points over the New York Rangers. The Stanley Cup Playoffs 
are scheduled to begin May 2. 

Kotkaniemi, who could have become a restricted free agent 
after the season, signed an eight-year, $38.56 million 
contract with the Hurricanes on March 21. It has an average 
annual value of $4.82 million. 

"You're always weighing the risk versus the reward," 
Carolina general manager Don Waddell said. "We see a 
higher projectile (projection) for this player. And as the 
seasons go on and the [NHL salary] cap continues to go up, 
we think these kind of players are going to become even 
more expensive." 

 

Carolina hosts Minnesota after Svechnikov’s 2-goal game 

Minnesota Wild (41-20-5, second in the Central) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (45-15-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild visit Carolina after 
Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 4-0 
win over the Canadiens. 

The Hurricanes have gone 25-5-4 in home games. Carolina 
averages 9.4 penalty minutes per game, the sixth-most in the 
Eastern Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the team 
serving 72 total minutes. 

The Wild are 17-13-3 on the road. Minnesota is fourth in the 
NHL averaging 3.6 goals per game, led by Kirill Kaprizov 
with 38. 

In their last matchup on Feb. 12, Minnesota won 3-2. 
Frederick Gaudreau recorded a team-high 2 points for the 
Wild. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 31 goals and has 68 points. Seth Jarvis has five goals 
over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Kaprizov leads the Wild with 38 goals and has 83 points. 
Ryan Hartman has 9 points over the last 10 games for 
Minnesota. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 4-3-3, averaging 3.3 goals, 
six assists, 4.3 penalties and 11.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.1 goals per game with a .920 save percentage. 

Wild: 7-1-2, averaging three goals, five assists, 4.2 penalties 
and 10.3 penalty minutes while giving up two goals per game 
with a .932 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (undisclosed), 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (lower-body), Ethan Bear: day to day 
(lower-body). 

Wild: Jon Merrill: day to day (undisclosed), Matt Boldy: day to 
day (undisclosed). 
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Andersen blanks Canadiens 4-0 as Hurricanes stay hot 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Frederik Andersen made 32 saves 
for his fourth shutout of the season, Andrei Svechnikov 
scored twice and the Carolina Hurricanes dominated the 
Montreal Canadiens 4-0 on Thursday night. 

Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen each had a goal and 
an assist as the Hurricanes stretched their points streak to 
six games with their third win in the last four outings.  

“I think we wanted to play a complete game and I thought we 
did,” Andersen said. 

Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin both assisted on two 
goals.  

Andersen faced 14 shots in the third period, when the 
Hurricanes killed off three penalties. By then, the Hurricanes 
were in control.  

Coach Rod Brind’Amour said he liked how Carolina set the 
tone and Andersen came up big when necessary. 

“We didn’t give up much,” Brind’Amour said. “There was a 
breakaway in the first period.” 

Some of Carolina’s good work came in the final minutes, 
withstanding Montreal’s extra skater before Svechnikov’s 
second goal went into an empty net and pushed him to 200 
career points in 270 games. 

“He probably should have more if you look at how he’s 
played,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s getting a lot of empty-
netters so he’s kind of making up for those stretches when 
it’s not going in for him.” 

The Canadiens were blanked for the fifth time this season, 
the last one coming on Dec. 30 in the same building against 
Carolina. Jake Allen stopped 40 shots for Montreal, which 
has won just once in its last six games (1-3-2). 

The Hurricanes held a 42-18 edge in shots through two 
periods. 

“We were a little taken aback by how aggressive they 
actually are,” Canadiens center Nick Suzuki said. “We had 
no time to make plays.” 

Aho scored the first goal 3:48 into the game on a power play. 
Thirteen of Aho’s team-high 31 goals have come on power 

play — the most for a Carolina player in man-advantage 
situations in a dozen years. 

Svechnikov worked his way to the front of the net and was 
there to guide the puck past Allen with 11.2 seconds left in 
the opening period. 

Teravainen scored at 3:43 of the second period for his first 
goal in 12 games, though he owns a six-game points streak. 

“They work for all their chances,” Allen said. “That’s the 
culture they have on that team.” 

CRUSHING CANADIENS 

The Hurricanes outscored Montreal by a combined 12-1 in 
three meetings this season. Carolina has won 13 of the past 
18 games (13-3-2) in the series. 

BRUTAL STRETCH 

Montreal will play three of the top four teams in the Eastern 
Conference in terms of points this week. This was the middle 
of the matchups with Florida, Carolina and Tampa Bay. 

“We knew this trip was going to be tough for us,” Allen said. 
“Find a way to improve on this trip and realize what it takes 
to be one of the best teams in the league. This is probably 
the toughest road trip in hockey right now.” 

Suzuki said those three teams have earned their status: 
“They find ways to win games and we just got to learn how to 
do that.” 

RETURN OF THE MARTINOOK 

Left winger Jordan Martinook was back in the Hurricanes 
lineup after a seven-game absence with a lower-body injury. 
He drew the game’s first penalty to set up Carolina’s power-
play goal. 

“That’s the value of that kind of player,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He had been out so it was nice that he brought that energy 
to the group.” 

UP NEXT 

Canadiens: At Tampa Bay on Saturday night to complete a 
four-game road trip. 

Hurricanes: Host Minnesota on Saturday night. 
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Isles’ Aho, Hurricanes’ Aho score goals at almost same time 

NEW YORK (AP) — Whoa! It’s a Double Aho! 

Both NHL players named Sebastian Aho — one a 
defenseman for the New York Islanders, the other a forward 
for the Carolina Hurricanes — scored goals for their teams 
Thursday night.  

And at nearly the exact same time.  

According to Sportsnet Stats, the Islanders’ Aho scored his 
first goal of the season at 7:14 p.m. EDT in New York against 
Columbus.  

Just 34 seconds later — and more than 500 miles away — 
the Hurricanes’ Aho scored his 31st goal in Carolina against 

Montreal. Both gave their teams 1-0 leads in the first period 
of victories. The Islanders won 5-2; the Hurricanes 4-0. 

It’s not the first time the two have combined on a statistical 
oddity. In 2018, New York’s Aho committed a hooking 
penalty on Carolina’s Aho, causing MSG Networks Islanders 
play-by-play broadcaster Brendan Burke to exclaim: “A little 
Sebastian Aho-on-Sebastian Aho crime.” 

The two Ahos are not related, by the way. The Islanders’ 
Aho, Sebastian Johannes Aho, is 26 and from Sweden. He 
has three career NHL goals in limited action.  

The Hurricanes’ Aho, Sebastian Antero Aho, is 24 and from 
Finland. He’s a two-time NHL All-Star and has 176 career 
goals.  

 

 

 

 

The two Sebastian Ahos scored goals at the exact same time in different games 

By Adam Gretz  

There are currently two different players in the NHL named 
Sebastian Aho. 

One of them is from Finland, an All-Star forward for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, and one of the best players in the 
league. 

The other is a defenseman from Sweden that has played a 
limited role for the New York Islanders over parts of the past 
three seasons. 

They are not related, but they have actually played against 
each other on rare occasions (one of them actually 
committed a penalty on the other a few years ago). 

On Thursday they may have pulled their greatest collective 
accomplishment yet when they both scored goals early in 
their games at almost the exact same time. 

Here is the Hurricanes’ Aho scoring on the power play to 
open the scoring against the Montreal Canadiens. 

And here is the Islanders’ Aho scoring against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets to open the scoring in their game. 

What a nasty shot as well! 

Nothing really else to add here, except that this is pretty fun. 
Also pretty unbelievable given that the Islanders’ Aho has 
only scored three goals in 53 career games. The likelihood of 
them scoring on the same night is rare enough. But at the 
exact same time? Within seconds of each other? Probably 
the funniest thing to happen all season. 

Now if we can just get them on the same team to combine 
for a goal. 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 1, 2022 

 

 

Canes cruise to victory over depleted Habs 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes once again emerged victorious in 
the battle of the best friends, as Frederik Andersen posted a 
32-save shutout in a 4-0 win over the Montreal Canadiens 
Thursday night at PNC Arena. 

Right out of the gate, it was a dominant showing by Carolina.  

With all four lines exhibiting dominant shifts in the Habs 
zone, a power play goal and even a last minute goal due to 
Andrei Svechnikov just winning a battle in front, the first 
period was textbook for what the Hurricanes want to do. 

The ball got rolling early after Jordan Martinook – in his first 
game back from injury – drew a penalty with his heavy 
forechecking and only five seconds into the power play, 
Teuvo Teravainen slap passed the puck right into the slot for 
a cruising Sebastian Aho to get his stick on to redirect in. 

After a few more dominant shifts and with the period winding 
down, Svechnikov did what he does best, get under his 
opponents skin with his physicality and score a goal. 

After a few back-and-forth physical exchanges with David 
Savard, Svechnikov went to the crease and as Savard was 
busy trying to cross-check him, Svechnikov swatted a 
Jaccob Slavin pass past Jake Allen with 11 seconds to go in 
the period. 

The goal also marked Svechnikov’s 200th career NHL point. 

The rout didn’t slow down there because Carolina was 
cruising to start the second as well and eventually the Canes 
broke through again. 

After Tony DeAngelo’s shot from the point was blocked, the 
Finnish connection came alive as Aho collected the loose 
puck and fed Teravainen for the goal this time. 

The Canes then went on to put up 26 shots on goal – the 
second most the team has ever had in a single period – 
helped along by three straight power play opportunities, but 
Jake Allen was on it making numerous tough saves. 

The Hurricanes sort of let off the gas in the third period which 
allowed Montreal to start to pile on some shots, but only a 
few of those were high-danger and even among those 
Andersen wasn’t fazed by any.  

Svechnikov would hit the bullseye on the empty-net from his 
own zone to extend the lead to 4-0 which would be the final 
score change of the game. 

The Hurricanes swept all three games in the season series 
with Montreal, posting two shutouts and outscoring them 12-
1.  

Despite not scoring in the contest, the Jordan Staal line was 
once again dominant, outchancing their competition 18-6 at 
5-on-5 according to NaturalStatTrick.com. They started the 
game with a 1:30 long shift in the Montreal zone and put 
together so many grade-A chances. 

Another good look was Max Domi on the second line with 
Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov. The line had much 
more noticeable jump in the game and Domi looked like he fit 
right in. 

Only time will tell how that line may pan out, but early odds 
are looking good. 

Carolina will next host the Minnesota Wild at PNC Arena, 
Saturday night at 7 p.m. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Aho, Andersen on dominant win over Montreal 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes easily handled the Montreal 
Canadiens for 60 minutes as they shut them out 4-0 
Thursday night at PNC Arena. 

Frederik Andersen registered his third shutout of the season, 
turning aside 32 shots, Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals, 
and Sebastian Aho tied Jeff O’Neill for third all-time on the 
Hurricanes scoring list.  

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Tony DeAngelo, Aho and Andersen spoke with the media. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On 40 dominant minutes and the challenge of the third 
period when it’s going that way; It’s kind of human nature. 
We had a good game, game is kind of in hand. You can say 
the right things and the intentions are there, but you just 
come off it a little and take three penalties. That period 
wasn’t great, but we had done enough work to build the 
game that it really wasn’t an issue.  

On Jordan Martinook’s energy: Totally. That’s, to me, the 
value of that kind of player. Especially this time of year, this 
week where you’re just playing what feels like every day. He 
had been out, so it’s nice that he brought that energy to the 
group. He had a good game. He was a big part.  

On Martinook never having to ease into a game: No. He’s 
had enough time off. His easy time is over.  

On Andersen’s consistency: Exactly. If we want to get to 
wherever we want to get to, so that position has to be solid 
as a rock. He’s been great. [Antti Raanta] has been great 
lately. It’s real comforting. You’re going to have your 
breakdowns. You’re going to have your mistakes. When you 
can suddenly just cover them up, that’s big. Even tonight. We 
obviously didn’t give up much, but there was a breakaway in 
the first period. It’s these little things that just crept in. There 
was a bounce on one where a guy high flips it and it 
bounces. Those are going to happen. He shuts the door, and 
we keep moving on. He was big.  

On if it’s surprising that Andrei Svechnikov is already at 200 
points: Not really. He probably should have more, really, if 
you look at how he’s played. There are stretches where he’s 
a pretty good player with no points. He’s getting a lot of 
empty netters, so he’s kind of making up for a lot of those 
chances that we talk about where they don’t go in for him. 
That line was good at times. It’s nice to see it. He has a 
knack to put those games away, so that was good.  

On Svechnikov getting to the front of the net: He’s going to 
the areas he’s got to go to to score. That’s part of it. It’s less 
now with the cross checks and things, but you’ve got to have 
a little courage to get in there. Obviously he doesn’t lack for 
that.  

On the goalie mask rule and on Andersen saying it maybe 
needs to get looked at: He’s a goalie. He’s going to say that. 
Let’s be real, it’s still on. What’s he going to do? I don’t really 
get it. I think it’s actually a good rule. I didn’t really 

understand it, but it’s to prevent the fake one and just tossing 
it. Once you get possession, then they do blow it. That’s the 
rule. I think it’s a good rule. How many of these have you 
seen over the years where the mask is still on. It’s a good 
way to stop the play, so I think it’s a good rule.  

On Cam Ward being the master at getting the mask off to 
stop plays: We’ve had a couple guys here, but it’s every 
goal. But why wouldn’t you? If they’re going to stop the play, 
that’s a way to do it.  

On the players fighting for the shutout: The players want to 
win the game, but when there is a shutout on the line that’s 
all for the goalie. That’s all it is. I thought we did a nice job on 
the 6-on-5. It was a long stretch there, but I thought we really 
did what we had to do. We got the empty netter, so we got 
rewarded for it.  

Tony DeAngelo 

On if it’s tough to keep that edge when they’re dominating 
through 40 minutes like that: It’s tough to say. They were 
playing a little loose, but they’re creative. They hold onto the 
puck and try to make a lot of plays. St. Louis has the plan. I 
don’t want to say loose now, but it’s a creative style. They’re 
holding the puck and possession, trying to make plays. 
You’ve got to be ready. You can’t get bored. A couple times 
the breakaways and some chances they had, it’s just about 
making nice plays. I think we did a real good job with the 
puck tonight and limiting that offense they were looking for. 

On the game as a whole: It all starts with [Jordan Staal]’s 
line, the way they hold onto the puck down low. It just starts 
tiring the other team out. And then the next line comes out 
and they do it, the next line comes out and they do it, and 
we’re getting low to high and just trying to get a lot of volume. 
The more volume the better. When it happens to you, you 
get tired. When the puck is going side to side and then it’s up 
in your box now. We did a really good job of that at the start 
of the game and tonight. That’s our identity, and we stuck to 
it.  

On if it’s frustrating not to score on the second-period power 
plays: 5-on-3, yeah. The other ones, it is what it is. We’re 
going to get our share. If we move the puck around and get 
shots and traffic, we’re going to score. But 5-on-3 there’s 
room to improve there. I think sometimes on the 5-on-3 you 
tend to get set in structure and looking for a perfect play. If 
you’ve got five really good guys who can play hockey, in my 
opinion maybe just play a little more hockey, find the open 
lane and get the puck to the net. You’re outnumbering them 
by two, so if you get the puck to the net you should have 
something, whether it’s a rebound or whatever. We don’t 
need to look for the perfect play. The power play, last game 
in Tampa it stunk, but we’ve just got to keep getting better 
and better. We’re clicking pretty good.  

On Jordan Martinook’s energy being contagious: Yeah, 
personally as a player I love energetic guys. They’re tough to 
play against on the other end when you’re playing against 
energetic guys. You hit the nail on the head. The first shift he 
gets a chance. The second shift he draws a penalty, and 
we’re up 1-0 four seconds later. That’s the kind of stuff you 
need as the season goes along. We’re getting into the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 1, 2022 

 

playoffs and you need energy and need guys to make it 
tough on the other team. We have a lot of those, and 
[Martinook] especially is one of those.  

On Martinook never easing into a game: No, there’s one 
speed. If he has another speed, I haven’t seen it.  

On the playoffs approaching and Carolina’s position: 
Obviously it doesn’t get talked about a lot in the locker room. 
In the back of everybody’s head we know what our main goal 
is. But we take it a step at a time. I think there’s still a little bit 
to play for here. There’s home ice to play for. There’s the 
President’s Trophy to play for. You’ve got to find meaning in 
the games. And also to just sharpen our game, too. No 
matter what seed we want to finish or whatever, we need to 
be ready to go and be 100 percent.  

On Andersen: You don’t think about anything happening 
when he’s in the net. [Antti Raanta] has been fantastic, too. 
Freddie this year, you’re not worried when they get a chance 
or anything. It’s just a calm presence on the bench. He plays 
the puck really well as well. He’s just made so many big-time 
saves this year that we’re kind of getting used to it a little bit. 
When they come down 3-on-2, I don’t get worried. We know 
Freddie is going to be there to make the save, and he has 
been all year. He’s been great.  

Sebastian Aho 

On not being the only Sebastian Aho to score tonight: Yeah, 
I saw that on the big screen. Every once in a while I look up.  

On the performance tonight: It was a very solid effort through 
the lineup. Obviously Freddie made the saves he needed to 
make. Start of the game was good. First power play we 
score. Pretty solid five-on-five and kills at the end. 

On Jordan Staal’s line providing the team with energy: This 
happened in the first shift of the game, but they usually have 
a few of those [dominant shifts] in a game. They play the 
puck well, they use each other well and it’s tough to play 
against. You wear them down being in their zone and it just 
gives momentum for our team. That’s the line that’s been 
really good for us. 

On having Jordan Martinook’s energy back in the lineup: He 
played a great game and it was nice to see him back on the 
ice. Like you said, he brings that energy in the locker room 

and works his tail off every shift. Another player that is tough 
to play against I’m sure. 

On if he thinks he’s going to slow down his scoring anytime 
soon after reaching yet another milestone: I hope not. I hope 
I have a lot of goals in me still and that I just keep going. 

On how Tony DeAngelo runs the powerplay: An elite 
playmaker obviously. The quarterback of the unit. Just his 
plays. Breaks the puck out every time and all that stuff. He’s 
a great player and especially on the power play. 

Frederik Andersen 

On how the guys in front of him played: I think we did a good 
job of avoiding taking penalties until in the third. Did a hell of 
a job keeping them from entering the zone for the most part. 
I think we wanted to play a complete game and we did that. 

On the team keeping the puck constantly in the opposing 
zone: It’s nice. It happens quite a bit I think. We’ve done it a 
lot this year where we are just wearing them out. Making it 
hard on them and once the puck does change hands, they 
probably don’t have too much energy to go the other way. 
Big part of the game. 

On what’s the key to the penalty kill’s success: I really think 
it’s tough to put a finger on one thing except that everyone’s 
buying in. That’s a huge reason. Everyone’s out there with a 
purpose and you see it out there a lot of the time. A lot of the 
time they don’t even get to come in and set up in the zone 
because we’re already on them and denying those entries 
and making them have to come right back. I think those have 
been the big keys and blocking shots doesn’t hurt either. A 
lot of credit to the guys. 

On how officials handle equipment issues for goaltenders: I 
actually don’t know what the actual rule is, but I think it’s 
something that’s worth taking a look at maybe over the 
summer to make sure that the goalies are protected. I mean 
the next play could be pretty dangerous if he has to hop 
across and the helmet does come off. I didn't like that he had 
to resort to that to get a stoppage and that he got a penalty. I 
think there’s something to be changed there to look after the 
goalies. Obviously if there’s a big scoring chance, you can’t 
just blow it down, but I think he had plenty of chances to give 
him a chance to make sure the helmet didn’t come off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 1, 2022 

 

 

Wolves sign Mendel 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have signed 
defenseman Griffin Mendel to an amateur tryout contract 
(ATO) and reassigned defenseman Daniel Brickley to Norfolk 
(ECHL). 

The 23-year-old Mendel just completed his fifth and final year 
of college eligibility by helping Quinnipiac University reach 
the second round of the NCAA Tournament. Mendel 
recorded 5 goals and 10 assists while playing in all 42 
games for the 32-7-3 Bobcats. 

Prior to joining Quinnipiac as a graduate transfer, the 6-foot-
6, 220-pound Mendel amassed 5 goals and 15 assists in 134 
games spread over four years at the University of Denver. 
During his sophomore season, the Pioneers reached the 

Frozen Four and he started the team’s semifinal overtime to 
UMass. As a freshman, he helped the Pioneers get to the 
NCAA Tournament’s second round. 

Mendel joins the Calder Cup Playoff-bound Wolves as they 
head into the final month of the regular season. The Wolves 
travel to Milwaukee Friday before returning to Allstate Arena 
to host Milwaukee at 7 p.m. Saturday for Salute to Military 
Families Night, presented by Kia, and Texas at 3 p.m. 
Sunday on Papa Johns Family Sunday. For the best ticket 
deals, contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
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https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/03/31/the-two-sebastian-ahos-scored-goals-at-the-exact-same-time-in-different-games-carolina-hurricanes-new-

york-islanders/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/3/31/23005692/carolina-hurricanes-cruise-to-victory-over-depleted-montreal-canadiens 
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Hurricanes offense stays hot, Andersen posts shutout as Carolina rolls 
past Montreal 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

One play might have best summed up the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-0 win 
Thursday over the Montreal Canadiens. 

Late in the first period, Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin backanded a 
pass toward the net from the right corner. Andrei Svechnikov was 
stationed in front of the net, absorbing cross-checks from Habs 
defenseman David Savard but getting his stick on the puck to beat goalie 
Jake Allen. 

Savard continued to cross-check Svechnikov in the chest, as if oblivious 
to the fact the goal horn was sounding, almost like an act of frustration 
and futility. Svechnikov finally backed away and shrugged, the damage 
done. 

So it went Thursday as the Canes (45-15-8) returned from a successful 
three-game road trip with a rather routine win at PNC Arena over a team 
that’s more competitive under interim coach Martin St. Louis but likely 
eager for the season to end. 

The Habs (18-39-11) could not find a way to get the puck past goalie 
Frederik Andersen, whose fourth shutout of the season came with 32 
saves. “Solid as a rock,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Andersen. 

“You don’t think about anything when he’s in the net,” Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. “It’s just a calming presence when 
he’s in the net. He’s made so many big-time saves this year we’re kind of 
getting used to it. He’s been great.” 

Montreal had 14 shots in the third period and pulled Allen with 4:30 left in 
regulation for a sixth attacker but could not score. 

Svechnikov scored twice, the second an empty-netter that was his 200th 
career NHL point, and Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen each had a 
goal and assist for the Hurricanes. 

Aho scored on an early power play in the first and Teravainen at even 
strength in the second period when the Canes had a season-high 26 
shots and three power plays, including almost a minute of a 5-on-3 
advantage. 

The game began with Jordan Staal’s line turning in a heavy 83-second 
shift, forechecking and controlling the puck and pounding away at the 
Canadiens down low. 

“They hold on to the puck down low and it starts tiring the other team 
out,” DeAngelo said. “The next line comes out and they do, the next line 
comes out and they do it. It’s a lot of volume, right? That’s our identity 
and we stuck to it.” 

Every line for the Canes had its good moments, especially in the first two 
periods when the game was decided. Carolina’s 26 shots in the second 
were just three shy of the Canes’ record for a period. 

DeAngelo and Slavin each had two assists for the Canes -- DeAngelo 
has 35 this season and Slavin 33. Forward Max Domi, moved to Vincent 
Trocheck’s line, had his third point in five games since the trade from 
Columbus. 

“It was a very solid effort through the lineup,” said Aho, who scored his 
31st of the season and extended his point streak to six games. 

Jordan Martinook returned to the lineup after missing seven games with 
a lower-body injury and gave the Canes some thump and jolt of energy. 
In his first two shifts the forward had a big hit and then drew a penalty 
after another hit -- Aho scoring quickly after winning the faceoff to begin 
the power play, then redirecting a Teravainen shot. 

“He only has one speed,” a smiling DeAngelo said of Martinook. 

The only suspense in the game was whether Andersen would get the 
shutout. The Habs had three power plays in the third period but the 
Canes’ league-leading penalty kill got the job done. 

Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, injured Monday in the final seconds 
of the 6-1 road win at Washington, was not able to play against his 
former team. Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi would be out two or three 
weeks with a lower-body injury. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 04.01.2022 

1240199 Minnesota Wild 

 

Thursday's Wild-Pittsburgh game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

GAME RECAP 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Evgeni Malkin, Penguins: The center delivered the game-winner in 
overtime and had an assist. 

2. Rickard Rakell, Penguins: The winger tallied two goals. 

3. Kirill Kaprizov, Wild: The winger scored to reach 83 points and tie 
Marian Gaborik's single-season points record. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

1 Overtime loss for the Wild this season. 

2 Assists for rookie Matt Boldy, who didn't finish the game after suffering 
an upper-body injury. 
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15 Points out of a possible 18 banked by the Wild during its franchise-
long nine-game homestand. 

More From Sports 

Tar Heels' Love rolls with fearless edge entering Final Four 

Justin Tatum backed Duke after his son spent a year with the Blue Devils 
before moving on to the NBA. Yet when Saturday's game against rival 
North Carolina takes place in the Final Four, he'll have divided loyalties 
because of Tar Heels guard Caleb Love. 

Star Tribune LOADED: 04.01.2022 
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Seven-game win streak over for Wild after OT loss to Penguins 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

A comeback victory at Pittsburgh back in November, in which the Wild 
overcame a two-goal deficit in the third period after scoring with three 
seconds left, helped establish the resiliency that has defined the team's 
season. 

That same moxie showed up for the rematch Thursday, but the Wild's 
rally fell short 4-3 in front of 18,978 at Xcel Energy Center to snap its 
seven-game win streak at the end of a franchise-long nine-game 
homestand with its first overtime loss. 

With the point, the Wild is four ahead of No. 3 St. Louis for second place 
in the Central Division after losing only three times over its past 12 
games (9-1-2). 

"We've been doing that the whole year," center Frederick Gaudreau said. 
"Even though we're down, we know we can come back and we work hard 
for it." 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

The Penguins' Evgeni Malkin scored with 1 minute, 5 seconds to go in 
overtime after winger Kirill Kaprizov tied Marian Gaborik for the most 
points in a season in Wild history by delivering the equalizer in the third 
period. 

By then, the Wild was missing two players: defenseman Jon Merrill and 
winger Matt Boldy both left because of upper-body injuries. 

Coach Dean Evason said Merrill won't accompany the team on its 
upcoming four-game road trip, while the plan is for Boldy to travel. 

"You've got to be willing to sacrifice your body, and every single guy on 
that bench recognizes that when it happens," said goalie Cam Talbot, 
who made 35 stops in his first loss since March 1 after winning a career-
high eight consecutive starts. "We lost a couple guys tonight to that. 
That's just putting yourself before the team. That's what this team does 
best." 

BOXSCORE: Pittsburgh 4, Wild 3 (OT) 

The Wild was chasing early, with Rickard Rakell capitalizing on a 
deflection only 1:06 after the opening faceoff, but the Wild answered 
back before the period ended. 

On the power play, Matt Dumba jabbed at the puck enough for it to 
barely trickle over the goal line at 10:51. 

Not only was the goal Dumba's second in as many games, but it was the 
first power-play tally by a Wild defenseman this season. 

Another early goal in the second put the Penguins back in front, this time 
a shot by Jake Guentzel off a rebound on the power play at 1:54. 
Pittsburgh finished 1-for-5, and the Wild was 1-for-4. 

That lead for the Penguins doubled after Rakell buried a 2-on-1 pass 
from Sidney Crosby at 9:49. 

Cue the Wild's comeback instincts. 

"It would have been easy to fold at 3-1 for sure," Evason said. "Guys just 
kept doing the right things." 

Only 14 seconds after having a Jordan Greenway goal disallowed 
because of a Pittsburgh challenge revealing the play as offside, Kevin 
Fiala passed to Gaudreau for a blistering one-timer that sailed by Casey 
DeSmith for Gaudreau's fourth point in his past four games. Fiala's 
helper pushed his point streak to five games. 

Boldy also assisted on the goal, his second of the night, before leaving 
the game. But the rally persisted shorthanded. 

Only 1:02 into the third, Kaprizov tied Gaborik at 83 points with his 38th 
goal of the season: a one-timer off a feed from Ryan Hartman that was 
his sixth goal during a five-game point streak. 

Kaprizov also set a Wild record for most goals in a single month at 14, 
and his five-game goal streak is tied for his career high. Only Nino 
Niederreiter (2017-18) and Brian Rolston (2007-08) have gone on longer 
runs in Wild history (six games). 

"It is impressive," Gaudreau said, "But at the same time, when you know 
the player, that's just what he does." 

Unlike the 5-4 shootout win on Nov. 6, the Wild couldn't pass the 
Penguins after pulling even. Before Malkin jammed the puck in, Talbot 
had already fended off five shots in the extra frame. DeSmith finished 
with 28 saves. 

But with 15 out of a possible 18 points secured from this stint in St. Paul, 
the Wild is leaving in a better position than it arrived in a few weeks ago. 

"Those are all going to be huge games on this road trip," Talbot said. 
"We have to take the momentum from this homestand and take it on the 
road." 
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Zucker injured in first game at X since 2020 trade to Penguins 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

Jason Zucker returning from a lengthy injury absence wasn't all that was 
significant about him suiting up Thursday for the Penguins. 

The game was also the forward's first at Xcel Energy Center since the 
Wild traded him to Pittsburgh two years ago. 

"It's exciting to be back," Zucker said ahead of puck drop. "It seems crazy 
that it's been this long. It's always good to be back in this building. A lot of 
good memories." 

Zucker was moved on Feb. 10, 2020, for forward Alex Galchenyuk, 
defenseman Calen Addison and a first-round draft pick that the Wild used 
last year to select defenseman Carson Lambos. 

His departure was actually the first in a series of changes by General 
Manager Bill Guerin that dissolved the previous core and ultimately 
replaced it with the current roster. After Zucker left, Eric Staal and Devan 
Dubnyk were also eventually traded, Mikko Koivu wasn't re-signed and 
the Wild bought out the contracts of Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. 
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"Obviously, Billy Guerin came in and had a different vision and he's put 
that to work pretty quickly," said Zucker, who underwent surgery on a 
core muscle injury in January and was playing Thursday for the first time 
since Jan. 17. "It's good to see them having success. I'm rooting for all 
those guys and everybody that I played with. Obviously, there aren't too 
many of them left. But I'm rooting for all of them, and I hope nothing but 
success for all those guys." 

A fan favorite during his 456 games with the Wild after the team drafted 
him in the second round 59th overall in 2010, Zucker racked up 132 
goals and 111 assists for 243 points and he still ranks in the franchise's 
top five in goals and game-winning goals (22). 

He also made an impact off the ice, launching the Give16 fundraising 
campaign for the Zucker Family Suite and Broadcast Studio at the 
University of Minnesota Masonic Children's Hospital. 

"That definitely stands out the most," said Zucker, who won the 2019 
King Clancy Trophy that recognizes leadership and community 
involvement. "Then the hockey side, I'm very grateful for this organization 
allowing me to get started in the league. They did a lot of great things for 
me, from Craig Leipold to [former GM] Chuck Fletcher to Billy Guerin in 
the short time we were together. It was a pleasure to be here." 

Zucker, however, had to be helped off the ice in the second period after 
crashing awkwardly into the boards after getting bumped by the Wild's 
Kevin Fiala. 

Looking ahead 

Next up for the Wild is a four-game road trip with stops in Carolina, 
Washington, Nashville and St. Louis. 

Those last two games could help determine seeding for the playoffs and 
whether the Wild snags home-ice advantage in the first round. 

The top two teams in the Central Division will earn that opportunity and 
currently the Wild is in second place, but the Blues and Predators aren't 
too far behind. The Avalanche is leading the division with the best record 
in the NHL. 

"It's going to be huge for points going forward and the standings," winger 
Jordan Greenway said. "I don't look into it much, but I have been lately. 
It's a close race here, and we gotta do everything to stay definitely in the 
spot where we are but try to do everything to get to Colorado." 

Etc. 

· Winger Marcus Foligno left the game Tuesday after colliding with the 
Flyers' Owen Tippett late in the third period, but Foligno was back in 
action against the Penguins. 
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Cam Talbot starts, Kirill Kaprizov could set scoring record as Wild faces 
Penguins 

 

Sarah McLellan 31/03/2022 

 

Kirill Kaprizov isn't the only one who can make history on Thursday when 
the Wild concludes a franchise-long nine-game home stand at Xcel 
Energy Center against the Penguins. 

With a win, the Wild will become the first NHL team to record eight wins 
over a nine-plus game home stand. 

"We have to do the exact same thing when you're having success," 
coach Dean Evason said. "You can't get too full of yourself either 

because that's not going to continue to allow you to have success to 
continue to do that. Our group has done a really good job of that." 

As for Kaprizov, he is at 82 points, one behind the single-season record 
held by Marian Gaborik when he posted 83 in 2007-08. 

Kaprizov is also five goals shy of the goals record and trails the assists 
record by five. He has 37 goals and 45 assists. 

In net, the Wild is starting Cam Talbot. 

This will be his first appearance since Talbot was named the NHL's First 
Star of the Week on Monday after he went 3-0 with a 1.33 goals-against 
average, .959 save percentage and one shutout. 

Overall, Talbot has won a career-high eight consecutive starts. 

Across the ice, Pittsburgh captain Sidney Crosby has already ensured 
that he'll average a point per game for the 17th time in his career. 

"He's just been an elite player, a leader," Evason said. "His 
competitiveness is something that just drives their team, drives every 
aspect of their game. When you have a guy like that, he just pulls people 
along." 

Projected lineup: 

Kirill Kaprizov-Ryan Hartman-Mats Zuccarello 

Jordan Greenway-Joel Eriksson Ek-Marcus Foligno 

Kevin Fiala-Frederick Gaudreau-Matt Boldy 

Nic Deslauriers-Tyson Jost-Brandon Duhaime 

Jake Middleton-Jared Spurgeon 

Jonas Brodin-Matt Dumba 

Jon Merrill-Dmitry Kulikov 

Cam Talbot 

Key numbers: 

3: Power play goals by Kaprizov over his last three games. 

9-1-1: Run by the Wild over its last 11 games. 

14: Points by winger Mats Zuccarello over his past 13 contests. 

20: Wins for the Wild vs. the Eastern Conference. 

40: Saves by Talbot in his last start, a 3-2 overtime win vs. Colorado on 
Sunday. 

About the Penguins: 

The Penguins are on a six-game point streak vs. the Wild (5-0-1). In its 
last six visits to Xcel Energy Center, Pittsburgh is 4-2. Center Evgeni 
Malkin is three assists shy of becoming the 57th player in NHL history to 
tally 700. Malkin averages 1.27 points-per-game in his career against the 
Wild. Crosby has a team-high 70 points. 
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Wild suffer 4-3 overtime loss in thrilling game with Penguins 

 

Dane Mizutani 01/04/2022 

 

There are no such things as moral victories for the Wild. Not at this point 
in the season. Not for a team that has the ultimate goal of winning a 
Stanley Cup. 
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Still, their 4-3 overtime loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday night 
at Xcel Energy Center sure felt like a moral victory in the grand scheme 
of things. 

With the Wild down a couple of players for most of the night and visibly 
exhausted in the final minutes, they still managed to erase a two-goal 
deficit to force overtime. That’s where Evgeni Malkin eventually played 
hero for the Penguins with a nifty move behind the net to beat Cam 
Talbot. 

“It’s a great hockey game, right?” said coach Dean Evason, praising the 
Wild for mounting yet another comeback to get a point. “We really liked 
our resilience and our pushback. It would have been easy to fold at 3-1 
for sure. The guys just kept doing the right things.” 

Meanwhile, Kirill Kaprizov tied Marian Gaborik’s franchise record for 
points in a single season. The 24-year-old Russian scored a goal and 
now has 83 points with 16 games to play. In other words, Kaprizov is 
going to obliterate the franchise record. 

Not long after puck drop the Wild found themselves chasing the game. 
That’s because Rickard Rakell scored on a perfect redirection 66 
seconds into the contest to put the Penguins in front 1-0. 

It wasn’t an ideal start for the Wild, especially against a veteran-laden 
team like the Penguins, but Matt Dumba tied the game at 1-1 midway 
through the first period. With chaos in front of goaltender Casey 
DeSmith’s crease, Dumba managed to jam a loose puck a few inches 
past the goal line. 

“I wanted to put it away a little bit better than that,” Dumba said. “But it 
crossed the goal line.” 

That score held until early in the second period when Jake Guentzel 
scored on the power play to put the Penguins back in front 2-1. That was 
the start of a rather sloppy frame for the Wild that featured a couple of 
penalties. The deficit grew midway through the period when Rakell 
scored on a perfect pass from Sidney Crosby. 

It looked like Jordan Greenway cut into the deficit late in the second 
period with a goal off the rush. The officials reviewed the play, however, 
and ruled Marcus Foligno offside. On the ensuing sequence, Freddy 
Gaudreau finished off a feed from Kevin Fiala to cut the deficit to 3-2, for 
real this time. 

“That was big,” Gaudreau said of his goal. “It’s not something we want, 
when we score and build that momentum, to get the ref (calling) it off. We 
did a good job coming back from it. It brings the momentum back.” 

That gave the Wild some juice heading into the third period, and Kaprizov 
promptly tied the game at 3-3 with a blast from the slot, pulling even with 
Gaborik in the process. While both teams pushed hard in the final 20 
minutes, neither mustered a goal. 

That set the stage for overtime where Talbot made a series of clutch 
saves before Malkin stuffed home the game-winner. Though the loss 
snapped a seven-game winning streak, the Wild wrapped up the 
homestand 7-1-1. 

“We banked 15 out of 18 on this homestand, so I’d say it’s a pretty good 
homestand,” Talbot said. “That team’s got a lot of Stanley Cup pedigree 
back there, so that’s a good measuring stick, and we were right there 
with them the whole night.” 

BRIEFLY 

Matt Boldy and Jon Merrill both suffered apparent injuries in the game 
and did not return to action. It sounds like Merrill’s injury is more serious. 
He will not travel with the Wild on the upcoming road trip. 
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Jason Zucker is back in Minnesota. His departure set off chain reaction 
for Wild 

 

Dane Mizutani 31/03/2022 

 

Jason Zucker joked that he doesn’t recognize this version of the Wild. 

Why would he? It’s completely different than the group he played with 
during his time with the organization. 

The former fan favorite played 456 games for the Wild during his 
successful, near-decade run in the Twin Cities. There isn’t much left from 
the core Zucker was a part of back in the day. 

His departure via trade on Feb. 10, 2020 set off a chain reaction of sorts. 
The following offseason general manager Bill Guerin doubled down by 
trading Eric Staal, Devan Dubnyk, and Luke Kunin in a series of moves 
that provided the Wild with what he felt was a much-needed facelift. 

“Yeah, obviously, Billy Guerin came in and had a different vision, and 
he’s put that to work pretty quickly,” said Zucker, whose Pittsburgh 
Penguins were set to take on the Wild on Thursday night at the Xcel 
Energy Center. “It’s good to see them having success. I’m rooting for all 
those guys.” 

It’s hard to believe it’s been two years since Zucker was traded. It’s even 
harder to believe that Zucker hasn’t been back to the X during that time. 

The pandemic hit about a month after Zucker was traded to the 
Penguins, forcing an abrupt pause to the 2019-20 season, followed by a 
temporary realignment for the 2020-21 season. Thus, the Wild haven’t 
hosted the Penguins since Zucker left. 

“It’s exciting to be back,” Zucker said Thursday morning while 
exchanging pleasantries with some familiar faces. “It seems crazy that 
it’s been this long. It’s always good to be back in this building. There’s a 
lot of good memories.” 

As important as Zucker became for the Wild on the ice, he was even 
more important off of it as a pillar in the community. He and his wife Carly 
spearheaded various charitable endeavors across the Twin Cities, 
including the #Give16 campaign, which helped the University of 
Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital. 

“This community is incredible,” Zucker said. “That definitely stands out 
the most. Then, on the hockey side, I’m very grateful for this organization 
allowing me to get started in the league. They did a lot of great things for 
me, from (owner) Craig Leipold to (former general manager) Chuck 
Fletcher to Billy Guerin, in the short time we were together. It was a 
pleasure to be here.” 

Now that he’s on the other side, Zucker admitted it feels a little weird. He 
went straight to the team hotel, not his house, when he landed 
Wednesday afternoon. He also went into the opposing locker room for 
the first time on Thursday morning. 

“It’s a little bit different,” Zucker said. “It’s kind of the way it goes.” 
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Wild gut out a point by rallying against Penguins, but at what cost as 
injuries, fatigue set in? 

 

Michael Russo 01/04/2022 
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On Jon Merrill’s first shift of the second period Thursday, he blocked a 
shot with his hand, was lost for the rest of the game and won’t be on the 
upcoming four-game trip, so you know it’s serious. Matt Boldy also 
sustained an upper-body injury in the second period, struggled down the 
tunnel multiple times and finally left for good after assisting on Freddy 
Gaudreau’s goal late in the period. 

He was being evaluated to make sure he can come on the trip. 

Gaudreau limped into the postgame news conference with a gnarly (and 
quickly swelling) contusion on his leg. Marcus Foligno is playing through 
a serious injury that had him in visible pain and cradled on the bench 
after almost every shift. Jake Middleton blocked a shot into the corner 
late in the game and was heading to the X-ray room after. Coach Dean 
Evason’s initial prognosis was that he’s “fine.” Same for Foligno, who 
obviously isn’t. 

Yep, it’s that time of year, with a busy schedule starting to take its toll 
with 16 games left before the playoffs and the Wild having the most 
games left against teams currently in playoff position in the West. 

But Thursday night, with a short-handed bench and a number of other 
players clearly banged up, the Wild found a way to rally from one- and 
two-goal deficits to force overtime before Evgeni Malkin ended things for 
a 4-3 Pittsburgh Penguins win. 

Cam Talbot, who made six saves in overtime, was so frustrated that he 
left the ice slamming his stick and kicking a wall. 

But the veteran goalie offered perspective after a 7-1-1 homestand and a 
9-1-2 run in the Wild’s past 12 games. 

“We wanted to end this homestand on a good note, and we battled back 
all night,” he said. “First couple shifts we were behind, but this team’s as 
resilient as they come. We find a way to at least get a point. We really 
wanted that extra one tonight, but we banked 15 out of 18 on this 
homestand, so I’d say it’s a pretty good homestand. That team’s got a lot 
of Stanley Cup pedigree back there, so that’s a good measuring stick and 
we were right there with them the whole night.” 

With the Wild down 3-2 in the third period, Kirill Kaprizov, who when his 
team is trailing is tied for first in the NHL with 15 goals and has the third-
most points (32), scored the tying goal 62 seconds in after a magnificent 
play behind the net from Ryan Hartman. The goal — Kaprizov’s 38th — 
was his 83rd point this season, which tied Marian Gaborik’s 2007-08 total 
for the most points in a single season in Wild history. It was also 
Kaprizov’s 14th goal in March, tops in the NHL. 

Fantastic move from Hartman and feed to Kaprizov for the goal 
pic.twitter.com/s02WpgDWRR 

— CJ Fogler AKA Perc70 #BlackLivesMatter (@cjzero) April 1, 2022 

“He never seems to score an insignificant point or goal,” Talbot said. “He 
always gets us back in the game, ties the game late, scores the OT 
winner. He’s always finding ways to make an impact on the game. And 
it’s never in those games that we’re already up or something like that. 
He’s not looking for his cookies or anything like that. He comes to play 
when the game is on the line. That’s why he’s a superstar.” 

Talbot, who had won his previous eight starts before the overtime loss, 
made 35 saves. The Wild were all over the Penguins at the start of the 
third period, but Dmitry Kulikov was called for hooking a little less than 
three minutes after Kaprizov’s goal. The Wild killed off the penalty, but 
fatigue clearly set in because the Wild looked gassed down the stretch of 
the third. 

“Even in the overtime … we normally have more jump in overtime,” 
Evason said of a team that was a league-best 7-0 in games decided in 
overtime. “And we didn’t.” 

In overtime, the Wild not only didn’t have legs but also showed clear 
evidence of fatigue by making unwise decisions. One of the worst was 
Kulikov coming out of the offensive zone and sending the puck back to 
Talbot from the other side of the neutral zone. That is a play coaches 

teach when your team is tired and needs a line change, but all Kulikov’s 
decision did was allowed the Penguins to get fresh bodies onto the ice. 
Not long after, the Penguins came down the line with speed, Malkin 
pulled off a reverse wraparound, Kulikov bit to the other side, then 
hesitated long enough in the crease to not defend Malkin. That allowed 
him to take follow-up after follow-up with Talbot, off-balance, trying to pin 
his left pad on the post. 

Finally, Malkin ended the game 63 seconds before a shootout that likely 
was the Wild’s only hope to pull out a second point. 

CALL THAT A PENG-WIN    

Evgeni Malkin puts it in reverse behind the Wild net to score the 
@SUBWAYCanada OT winner for the @penguins! 
pic.twitter.com/T8pd4oPRyj 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) April 1, 2022 

Evason subtly suggested after the game that he was not happy with 
Kulikov’s play on the final goal. 

“Such great saves right at the end. (Talbot’s) just such a competitor,” 
Evason said. “(He was) so pissed off after that goal. He shouldn’t have to 
make three saves. But he’s doing everything to give us a chance.” 

It was a frustrating game for the Wild. Rickard Rakell scored on the 
Penguins’ first shot, but Matt Dumba tied the score on a power play. 

But then rookie Brandon Duhaime made a series of mistakes. 

Late in the first period, an opening 20 minutes when Duhaime was one of 
Minnesota’s best players on a strong forechecking fourth line with Tyson 
Jost and Nicolas Deslauriers, Duhaime didn’t catch a puck for an icing, 
then took a penalty right afterward. 

The Wild killed off the minor to open the second period, but 14 seconds 
after getting out of the penalty box, Duhaime committed a tripping penalty 
after being upended by Jason Zucker. Eight seconds into the ensuing 
power play, Jake Guentzel (of Woodbury, Minn.) scored his 32nd goal of 
the season. 

Evason was red hot with referee Graham Skilliter for not penalizing 
Zucker or at least realizing the trip occurred only because Duhaime was 
tripped. 

Regardless, the Penguins were up 2-1 and Evason’s blood pressure 
continued to rise when neither referee spotted Middleton and Kaprizov 
getting high-sticked at the start and end of a subsequent shift. Not long 
after, Kevin Fiala sped by two defenders for what looked like a clear 
breakaway until he stopped moving his feet, waited for a trailer and 
inexplicably dropped a pass during a line change. The Wild were whistled 
for too many men. 

Minnesota killed off the minor, but the Penguins made it 3-1 on a two-on-
one when Sidney Crosby set up Rakell’s second goal of the game. 
Moments earlier, Zucker, back in Minnesota for the first time since the 
Wild traded him to Pittsburgh in February 2020 and in his first game back 
from core muscle surgery in January, looked to be injured seriously after 
he toe picked following a questionable push to his lower back from Fiala. 

With Zucker in pain, Fiala returned to Zucker and apologized. But the 
speedy winger had to be helped off the ice and didn’t return. 

Hoping Jason Zucker is ok after a nudge from Fiala put him off balance 
at the boards pic.twitter.com/baocsuRFF1 

— CJ Fogler AKA Perc70 #BlackLivesMatter (@cjzero) April 1, 2022 

“I don’t have anything for you as far as where he’s at,” Penguins coach 
Mike Sullivan said. “He’s being evaluated right now as we speak. 
Hopefully, it won’t be anything too significant. We have to wait and see. I 
feel for him. He’s worked so hard to get back to this point. I know this 
was an important game for him coming back to Minnesota, where he 
spent a lot of his career. He’s got a lot of family in this area. So, the game 
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meant a lot to him. We certainly feel for him, but we’ll have to wait and 
see as far as how he responds overnight.” 

The Wild thought they pulled within 3-2 when Joel Eriksson Ek 
backhanded a pass to the backdoor for a Jordan Greenway goal. But 
Sullivan challenged, claiming offside, and video review confirmed Foligno 
was in the zone before the puck. 

Freddy Gaudreau cuts the lead to 3-2, Kevin Fiala feeds Freddy in the 
slot and he hammers it home   #mnwild pic.twitter.com/G77FjfsA1m 

— Alex Micheletti (@AlexMicheletti) April 1, 2022 

Just 14 seconds later and with 2:12 left in the second, Gaudreau one-
timed Fiala’s pass for his 10th goal. That led to Hartman’s gorgeous 
setup for Kaprizov early in the third. 

“Nice stick by Hartzy, and Kirill doesn’t miss from there,” Dumba said. 

After the game, Evason was pointed about the officiating and suggested 
that being short-handed and then having to kill penalties wore out the 
team. 

“It’s a great hockey game, except for probably too many penalties in that 
hockey game. It didn’t warrant that,” Evason said. “We didn’t need that in 
that hockey game. It was both teams playing hard, played right. The flow 
should not have been disrupted as much as it did. Let the players handle 
that. Besides that, we really liked our resilience and our pushback. It 
would have been easy to fold at 3-1 for sure. And guys just kept doing 
the right things. Didn’t lose their composure like us coaches, probably.” 

With Merrill hurt, veteran Alex Goligoski, who was scratched for a third 
consecutive game, will play in Raleigh. Evason said Middleton was fine, 
but if not, the Wild have Jordie Benn, too. If Boldy can’t play, the Wild 
have Nick Bjugstad ready to jump into the lineup. But they may need to 
recall another forward, too, with Connor Dewar back with the Iowa Wild. 

This will be a tough four-game trip, with back-to-back games in Raleigh 
and Washington, D.C., then games against division rivals and possible 
first-round opponents Nashville and St. Louis. 

“Every game is going to be a playoff-type atmosphere down the stretch 
here, starting the last few games here and going into this road trip,” 
Talbot said. “We’re playing some of the best teams in the league, and 
we’re going to have to have it every single night. They’re going to be hard 
and heavy games. We’re built for it, but it’s going to be tough opponents 
coming up here. They have the same aspirations we do this year, and we 
know those division games are obviously huge right now, too. 

“Every game is a four-point game right now coming down the stretch as 
we’re jockeying for position. Those are all going to be huge games on 
this road trip. We have to take the momentum from this homestand and 
take it on the road.” 

After they count healthy bodies, of course. 

“There’s for sure bruises, but that’s hockey,” Gaudreau said. “Everybody 
blocking shots, body checks, that’s just hockey. Every team is like that, 
the schedule is intense, but I think we have a pretty healthy lineup still.” 
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Mike Harrington: This is RJ's night to go to the top shelf at KeyBank 
Center 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

Sabres 5, Senators 2 (copy) 

Buffalo Sabres play-by-play announcer Rick Jeanneret in his natural 
environment 

He has been our voice of winter on ice, just like baseball announcers 
direct the rhythm of our summers. Rick Jeanneret's final month with the 
Buffalo Sabres after 51 years starts Friday night. That statement alone is 
hard to process. 

The man everyone calls "RJ" won't be behind the microphone once the 
game against Nashville starts, but he'll have his turn before any pucks 
are dropped because this night will be for him. 

A full house in the stands – something we haven't seen since before the 
pandemic – will be there to greet him. So will many prominent Sabres 
alumni. 

We haven't had too many memorable moments downtown over the last 
decade, but RJ Night figures to be one of them. The Sabres will host a 
pregame ceremony in honor of their retiring legend and will unveil a 
banner in the KeyBank Center rafters that will stand forever as a 
testament to his amazing career. 

He will stand with the other franchise Rafters Club members. The French 
Connection, Hasek and Horton, Gare and LaFontaine, and with the only 
other two non-players so honored, original owners Seymour and 
Northrup Knox. 

Talk about becoming top shelf. 

Like that one, we can all rattle off some great RJ-isms. Scary good. Call 
a cop. Roll the highlight film. Who else? Bring on Tyson. The land where 
Jimmy Hoffa lives. So many more. 

A few weeks ago at a Sabres Road Crew event in Las Vegas, I checked 
in with the man who scored the most memorable RJ goal of all. Brad May 
can't wait for this night. His overtime goal that won the 1993 playoff 
series against Boston is the signature moment of his career, and 
probably of Jeanneret's as well. 

When the Sabres had May tape a greeting for Jeanneret just before 
faceoff of the Jan. 22 game against Philadelphia, the announcer thought 
Brian Duff was routinely throwing the broadcast up to him for the opening 
faceoff. Instead, he heard May. 

"It's absolutely the greatest moment of my professional career, no doubt 
about it," May said of the goal that day. "And with no further ado, I'd like 
to throw the broadcast up to the booth to the one and only Rick 
Jeanneret." 

"Wow. I have a feeling, Maysie, forever we will walk together," Jeanneret 
said, a clear catch in his throat. "I didn't know that was coming, folks." 

May loved the reaction it brought from Jeanneret. 

"That made me feel so good," May said. "We all love talking about RJ 
and all the platitudes, but 51 years is amazing. There's no question he 
and I are linked in that one moment. When he got inducted in the Hall of 
Fame (in 2012), that's the call they played. The day I die, they're gonna 
play that call, too. It's neat for me. To hear he was moved means a lot." 

We should not take for granted what we've heard over the air in these 52 
years of Sabres hockey. First of all, don't ever refer to Jeanneret as the 
"Voice of the Sabres." To RJ, that's fellow Sabres legend Ted Darling 
and always will be. 

Jeanneret nearly broke down at the mic on the final night at the Aud in 
1996 when he said he wished Darling, who was seriously ill and died a 
few months later, was there by his side. The bet here is he'll mention his 
longtime partner again Friday night and again struggle to get through the 
moment. 

In Jeanneret's later years, after his bout with throat cancer and as he 
approaches 80, he has cut back his schedule. It hasn't cut his 
enthusiasm for the game one ounce. Sure, he's told me a few times he 
wishes he could still "hit the high notes" like he used to -- as in Steve 
Shields vs. Garth Snow on a May night 25 years ago – but I bet most of 
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you still look up goal highlights on social media whenever you can find 
them. 

That night with May in Vegas, I asked former Sabres goalie Clint 
Malarchuk a simple question: What makes Jeanneret iconic compared to 
all the other broadcasters out there? He answered in the way tons of you 
have acted since you were little kids: By doing an RJ impression. 

"La-La-La-La-La-La-La-La-LaFontaine!!" Malarchuk roared with perfect 
inflection as people at nearby tables in the Vegas beer hall turned and 
smiled. "'May Day! May Day! May Day!' 

"That's it. That's what it is," Malarchuk gushed. "He completely threw a 
personality out there. We loved it as players. He was one of us and we 
gave him fluff. He was not a typical media guy. He completely became 
part of the team." 

When you're in the Sabres traveling media corps, there was nothing like 
having a pregame meal with Jeanneret in some far-off arena dining 
room. He was a pied piper, holding court with the opposing broadcasters 
who inevitably would stop by the table to say hello and sometimes take a 
zinger or two from RJ. 

An aside here: While it's an affront to viewers and listeners that the 
Sabres aren't sending their radio/TV crews on the road these days, it's a 
personal loss as well. There was nothing like sitting at a table with the 
likes of RJ, Rob Ray, Dan Dunleavy, Brian Duff, Marty Biron and 
longtime producer Joe Pinter. I miss it terribly. 

You should have seen and heard the hockey talk. But the banter and the 
jabs that went on at those tables were priceless. I should have been 
paying admission for my chair on some of those nights. Fun fact: It didn't 
matter if it was the dead of winter, or whether we were in Florida or 
Edmonton, RJ loved his ice cream. The sundae bar in Carolina, in 
particular, was no match for him. 

It will be great to see how the Sabres' players respond to the big night. 
They've played in front of more empty seats than people most of the 
year, but have responded well to big houses on the road in places such 
as Toronto, Nashville, Chicago, Calgary, Minnesota and outdoors at the 
Heritage Classic. This is not a night for them to lay an April Fool's egg 
after a wonderful March. 

A lot of fans might be venturing downtown for the first time in two or three 
years because of RJ. Some advice for you: Be in your seat for the start of 
the ceremony at 6:40. The gates open at 5. Don't get stuck in traffic or 
dilly-dally in the beer lines (you can have a few after 7 p.m., right?). The 
legend deserves it. The food and beverage can wait. 

Jeanneret's voice is everywhere in this town when it comes to hockey. 
Even on the bubble hockey game the kids play at ice level in LECOM 
Harborcenter. We have five games left to enjoy it, starting Sunday vs. 
Florida and wrapping up here April 29 vs. Chicago. 

"I knew his voice. I think everyone kind of knows RJ's voice," Chicago 
defenseman, Wisconsin native and longtime former Sabre Jake McCabe 
told me Monday in United Center. "The May Day call obviously sticks in 
your mind, because that was one of his bigger ones. But just watching 
the highlights of our own games over the last 6-7 years, he's always 
bringing it all the time. He's one of the all-time greats, so I'll be happy to 
be there for his last game." 

McCabe is living a similar season in Chicago, where legendary 
Blackhawks voice Pat Foley is also in his final season. 

"You know the longevity of these guys and you know how good they are 
at their craft for so long, so it's quite impressive," McCabe said. "No 
matter what you do, when you do it for that long at the top of the game 
it's pretty amazing." 

It sure is. So given the way Sabres games have gone the last couple of 
weeks and given the guest of honor for the night, what kind of spin do the 
hockey gods have to put on Friday's game? It's obvious. 

If you've paid attention the last few decades, you know the answer. The 
Sabres and Predators have to go to ohhhhhhhhhhvertime. 
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Rick Jeanneret will have a banner night in Buffalo on Friday. Here are his 
stories on the other Sabres legends 

 

John Vogl 

9-12 minutes 31/03/2022 

 

Rick Jeanneret has a style all his own and the Sabres knew it from Day 
1. 

“Nobody’s ever bothered me my whole career,” the announcer said 
Thursday. “Nobody’s said do this, do that, broadcast this way, broadcast 
that way. Nobody asked, which I’m thankful for. 

“But I do remember one time …” 

With that, Jeanneret began a story about Sabres co-founder Northrup R. 
Knox, one of nine people honored with a banner in Buffalo’s arena. The 
number grows to 10 on Friday when Jeanneret joins them in the rafters. 

The Hall of Famer knew them all. Since starting with the Sabres in 1971, 
Jeanneret either worked with or called highlights for Dominik Hasek, 
Gilbert Perreault, Pat LaFontaine, Danny Gare, Rick Martin, Rene 
Robert, Tim Horton, Knox and the owner’s brother, Seymour. 

So, as Jeanneret gets ready to take his place among Buffalo’s immortals, 
he shared stories about his fellow honorees, beginning with the 
aforementioned “one time.” 

“Norty Knox came to me after I had said on the air, ‘Somebody deked 
somebody out of their jockstrap,’” Jeanneret said. “Norty, he wasn’t really 
upset about it. He just said he didn’t think it was proper. 

“Now, today, that’s pretty mild. That’s nothing. But back in that day, yeah, 
I guess it might have been taken that way by somebody. And Norty was 
considering that somebody. He wasn’t even saying that he was 
personally affronted by it or anything. I do remember that, when he came 
to me, and then we talked about something else right after it.” 

The Knoxes have long been Buffalo royalty, an entrepreneurial and 
philanthropic family that has their name on the city’s art gallery. But 
Seymour knew how to fit in with the crowd. 

“Seymour was more of the fan,” Jeanneret said. “He did what he had to 
do away from the arena, but he just seemed to be more of the 
cheerleader type that was into it a little bit more. The only one who might 
have exceeded him in that category would have been his wife, Jean. She 
was awesome. She was all for the hockey team and all for coming to 
games, and she really enjoyed it very much — and she still does.” 

Here are the players they cheered, in numerical order, as told by 
Jeanneret. 

No. 2 — Tim Horton, 1972-1974 

“What I remember most about Tim Horton is coming into a hotel when we 
were staying on the road. I’d be going out and having a beer with Ted 
Darling or something, and Tim’s sitting in the lobby. He liked to do what 
he called ‘lobbying it up.’ He would just sit there, and he was the fountain 
of information. Whatever you needed, just stop by and talk to Tim for a 
moment, and he’ll straighten you out. He was the ultimate seer, let me 
put it that way, and he seemed to relish the role. He enjoyed it very, very 
much. 
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“Now, of course, on the ice, he was something else. I remember Larry 
Playfair telling me a story one time about a brawl with — oh, hey, why not 
— it would be the Philadelphia Flyers, of course. Larry Carrière was in a 
battle with Don Saleski and he was on the bottom, Saleski was on the 
top. Tim came skating over, grabbed Saleski by the back of the neck and 
the seat of the pants, and just threw him into the corner. He bent down to 
Carrière and said, ‘Now, rookie, am I going to have to do this all season 
long?’ 

“He was so strong, Horton. You can just picture him doing it, and you can 
picture how he would have carried the Coke machine in one of the hotels 
from one floor to another. I do remember that time. Apparently, the 
machine on his floor was out of pop, so he went down to the next floor 
and picked up a Coke machine and carried it onto the elevator, took it up 
and plugged it in on his floor. Can you imagine that? Those things were 
big, particularly when they had product in them.” 

No. 7 — Rick Martin, 1971-1981 

“I guess I could tell the tale out of school here. We were in Boston one 
time. I was having lunch. It was game day. Rico came in and said, ‘Can I 
sit down with you?’ I said, ‘Sure, you can.’ He sat down, we were talking 
and he ordered a beer. I thought, ‘Well, this is a little different. We’re 
going to be playing in a couple hours. But whatever turns your crank.’ 

“I specifically mention it because obviously my eyes must have widened 
when he ordered the beer. He said, ‘You know, over here, we’re so 
protected. In Europe, this is nothing. People go in and have wine with 
their lunch.’ And he’s right, but I’d never seen it done in the National 
Hockey League. I guess that’s why I was a little bit shocked. I never saw 
him do it again, either.” 

No. 11 — Gilbert Perreault, 1970-1986 

“Gilbert. Big Bert. In those days, I went to practices and things like that. I 
remember being down at ice level and watching him skate. It looked to 
me like he was so bowlegged that he’d just stepped off a horse. He 
reminded me of cowboys. But he had an incredibly powerful stride as a 
result of his skating style. Just ask any defenseman in the league, all the 
ones that tried to catch him and couldn’t. 

“Another time I recall is when the French Connection (of Perreault, Martin 
and Robert) was flying. The All-Star Game was in Buffalo. Perreault and 
Martin were together. Bobby Clarke was playing on the other team, and I 
was down behind Clarke’s bench. Freddy Shero was coaching the All-
Stars, and Clarke came back to the bench after a shift against Perreault 
and Martin. Shero said something to him, and Clarke turned around and 
said, ‘If you think you can catch those buggers, you get out there and try 
to do it.’ They were just darting all over the ice, and of course in front of 
the home crowd, they were putting on a show.” 

No. 14 — Rene Robert, 1972-1979 

“Probably the most exuberant of all of them, other than Gilbert with his 
singing. Rene kind of let it all hang out. His heart was on his sleeve. He 
scored some big goals. I remember me chirping, ‘Rene Robert, Rene 
Robert,’ in the fog on the goal that won the game. 

“When they first put him on the line, everybody said, ‘Oh, it’s not going to 
work. He can’t go with those two guys.’ Rene was a very smart hockey 
player — a very smart hockey player. Whatever he might have been 
lacking in physical ability, he made up for it with what was above his 
shoulders. He fit in very, very well.” 

No. 16 — Pat LaFontaine, 1991-1997 

“To this day, I refer back to a story that’s got nothing to do with hockey. 
When I was undergoing treatment for cancer, I heard from Patty if not 
every day, every second or third day. He’d check in with me to make sure 
that I was doing OK and to see if I needed anything. Well, I never needed 
anything, but what I was getting from him was a great boost. He was all 
part of the treatment process, and I appreciated that very, very much. 

“And I say that to you rather than getting into his hockey-playing abilities, 
which were top-notch.” 

No. 18 — Danny Gare, 1974-1981 

“’Tickets’. I don’t know what they’d call him if it wasn’t ‘Tickets’. It was 
certainly apropos, the nickname. 

“He was the toughest little son of a gun I think I ever saw. I’m thinking of 
him taking on Behn Wilson, for instance, in Philly. Wilson towered over 
him (at 6-foot-3 versus 5-foot-9), and it didn’t faze him. He was firing 
punches like crazy, and Wilson was fending them off. I mean, he could 
hardly get one in return. One thing he never did was back down despite 
his stature. 

“He surprised a lot of guys in this league. And we’re talking when he was 
playing, those are the tough days. The more tough guys you had in the 
lineup, the more successful you seemed to be — witness the Broad 
Street Bullies. In addition to being a great hockey player and phenomenal 
goal scorer, just the toughest little son of a gun I ever saw play the 
game.” 

No. 39 — Dominik Hasek, 1992-2001 

“I don’t know how many times I’ve said this and I can put exclamation 
marks all over the place right after it, but while he was in a Buffalo 
uniform, I never, ever in 51 years saw a better goaltender. He was 
absolutely amazing. It was his attitude. ‘OK, boys. Get one. They won’t 
get any.’ Or, ‘We need one more, guys, and don’t worry about it after 
that.’ And it came to pass every time he got into that situation. He was 
absolutely incredible. 

“He made the kind of saves that not only did it give his bench a boost, it 
lowered the other bench. You could see them just thinking, ‘How do you 
get one by this guy?’ Well, you don’t, obviously. 

“I remember a story that for some reason sticks in my mind. We were in 
Boston on the bus on the way to the game. Everybody’s there except 
Dom. Well, there’s some players you might leave behind and tell them 
they have to take a cab. But, Dom, no. You waited for Dom. He came 
strolling out of the hotel with a baseball bat over his shoulder. I was 
thinking, ‘What the heck is this all about?’ 

“Apparently, he ran into Tom Glavine. Whether he had asked Glavine for 
a bat or Glavine had just given him one, I’m not too sure. But here he is 
on his way to take on the Bruins — and it was a beautiful day, I 
remember that, so it might have been in the playoffs — and he was just 
strolling along like, ‘Of course, I’ve got a baseball bat. What else would I 
be carrying?’ He was great. He was just great.” 

They all were. That includes Jeanneret, which is why he’s joining them in 
the rafters. 

“That’s just a special moment,” he said, “because, yes, I did know them 
all, for sure.” 
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Islanders use strong third period to top Blue Jackets 

 

SCOTT CHARLES5 

 

Kyle Palmieri scored the go-ahead goal early in the third period to lift the 
Islanders to a 5-2 victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday 
night. 

Mathew Barzal had a goal and an assist, and Sebastian Aho, Oliver 
Wahlstrom and Ryan Pulock also scored as the Isles improved to 7-1 in 
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their last eight home games dating back to a 6-0 win against the Blue 
Jackets on March 10. 

Semyon Varlamov made 30 saves in his second consecutive start and 
third straight appearance with Ilya Sorokin sidelined with an upper-body 
injury. 

“When we stick to our game, we can be very effective against anyone,” 
Pulock said. “I thought we did a good job of responding in the third and 
just played our game.” 

Emil Bemstrom and Justin Danforth scored for Columbus, which lost its 
fifth straight. Elvis Merzlikins made 31 saves. 

The Islanders secured a win over the Blue Jackets on Thursday. 

Palmieri broke a 2-2 tie at 3:16 of the third period with his 12th goal of the 
season. The 31-year-old winger breezed by Blue Jackets forward Patrik 
Laine and roofed a wrist shot to give the Islanders a one-goal advantage. 
Merlikins was unable to close off the short side and Palmieri took 
advantage of the opening. 

Pulock added an empty-net goal in the final minute. 

“They want you to turn the puck over and a couple of times we were 
doing that,” Blue Jackets defenseman Andrew Peeke said. “That leads to 
long shifts, that leads to possession time for them, kind of screws up the 
rhythm of the game.” 

The Blue Jackets erased a two-goal deficit in a span of 1:39 midway 
through the second period. The Islanders left Bemstrom all alone at the 
top of the crease and he finished a pass from Eric Robinson at 8:47. 
Jake Bean also assisted on the play. 

Danforth tied it at 2 with his fifth goal of the season. Yegor Chinakov 
skated into the offensive zone and found Vladislav Gavrikov in the slot 
after Islanders defenseman Zdeno Chara prevented the forward from 
getting behind him. Varlamov stopped the initial shot from Gavrikov, but 
was unable to hold onto the rebound and Danforth was able to capitalize. 

“There’s no quit in the group, there hasn’t been all year,” Islanders coach 
Barry Trotz said. “There’s been at times maybe some frustration, but 
there’s never been any quit where they, you know, they throw up their 
hands and just walk away. There’s none of that at all.” 

The Islanders took a 2-0 lead with two goals in 11 seconds midway 
through the first period. 

Aho opened the scoring when he stopped short and wired a wrist shot 
over the glove of Merzlikins at 8:39. Brock Nelson extended his point 
streak to six games with an assist on the play. 

Wahlstrom extended the Islanders lead to 2-0 after he buried a feed from 
Zach Parise at 8:50. Barzal started the sequence with a floating 
backhand that Parise was able to corral in the offensive zone. 

The Islanders outshot Columbus 10-0 in the first half of the opening 
frame. 

“I think we knew we didn’t come out with any fire and they came out 
flying,” Danforth said. “We just didn’t have it early, I thought we fought 
back. We are a team that battles hard and will battle adversity. Tonight 
we didn’t have enough to get back in the game.” 

90 YEARS YOUNG 

The Islanders honored hockey historian and veteran journalist Stan 
Fischler at the game to celebrate his 90th birthday. “The Hockey Maven” 
has been a hockey television personality in the northeast since the early 
1970s and has authored over 100 books. He began his career with the 
Rangers in the 1950s, working in the team’s public relations department. 

COVID IN COLUMBUS 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen and assistant coach Steve McCarthy 
were placed in the COVID-19 protocols and each missed their second 
straight game. Associate coach Pascal Vincent led the team behind the 

bench. ... D Zach Weresnki missed his second straight game after he 
sustained a hit to the head late in the late first period of Saturday night’s 
3-2 overtime loss against Minnesota. 

MARCH MAYHEM 

The Islanders closed out a hectic March schedule with a 10-6-1 record. 
The 17 games they played in March are the most the franchise has 
played in a single month in franchise history. 

DIVISION FOES 

Nine of the final 16 games remaining in the Islanders’ regular season are 
against division opponents. The Islanders are 8-2-1 against Metropolitan 
teams since returning from the holiday break. 

UP NEXT 

Blue Jackets: Visit the Boston Bruins on Saturday night. 

Islanders: Visit the Rangers on Friday night. 
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Islanders rip Blue Jackets to move into fifth place in Metropolitan Division 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Fifth place in the Metropolitan Division doesn’t mean anything. But the 
Islanders played as if it did Thursday. 

Facing the Blue Jackets for the second time in as many games, the 
Islanders pulled out a 5-2 win to sweep a home-and-home series and 
move into a tie for fifth in the division with two games in hand on 
Columbus. 

After going into the third period tied at 2, Kyle Palmieri netted the go-
ahead goal with a snipe past Elvis Merzlikins from the right circle with 
16:44 to go in the game. 

After six minutes and a successful penalty kill, Mathew Barzal provided 
the dagger, getting in alone on a breakaway and scoring to extend the 
lead to a decisive 4-2. Semyon Varlamov, who finished with 34 saves, 
helped the Islanders fend off an extended six-on-five attack before Ryan 
Pulock’s empty-net goal. 

“I think it just comes down to pride,” Barzal said. “We’re professionals 
here and at the end of the day, we’re building towards something that’s 
bigger than catching Columbus or anything. We’re building towards 
winning a Stanley Cup.” 

Mathew Barzal celebrates after scoring a goal in the third period of the 
Islanders' 5-2 win over the Blue Jackets. 

The Islanders recorded the first 10 shots of the game, scoring on Nos. 9 
and 10, which came 11 seconds apart. After Sebastian Aho’s wrist shot 
from the right circle found its way past Merzlikins, Zach Parise and Oliver 
Wahlstrom found themselves in a two-on-one off the ensuing faceoff, 
with Wahlstrom netting the goal at 8:50. 

The momentum didn’t last long, as the Blue Jackets came back to tie 
things up in the second, with Emil Bemstrom and Justin Danforth scoring 
within two minutes midway through the period and the Islanders looking 
out of sorts. 

In the third, though, they found their footing again. 

“We got back to sort of straight-line hockey, put the puck in play, make 
plays off of some shots in traffic and we made good decisions at the red 
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line and the blue line,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “Then all of a 
sudden we were able to get a goal from Palms and then Barzy.” 

The Islanders finished a month in which they played a franchise-record 
17 games, lost two key players to injuries and defied expectations to 
stand pat at the trade deadline with their record at 30-27-9, and an 
impressive 10-6-1 over a hectic 31 days. 

Kyle Palmieri celebrates after scoring a goal in the Islanders' win. 

“I think our main focus is, keep climbing,” Pulock said. “Keep winning 
games, keep trying to finish as high as we can.” 

At this point, that serves little purpose other than minor vindication for the 
belief that the early-season tumult off the ice was more responsible for 
the team’s struggles than any fatal flaw in the team’s construction. But to 
the team, playing for pride matters nonetheless. 

The schedule doesn’t let up over the last month. There are 16 more 
games, starting with Friday’s tilt against the Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Just as could be said about the last four weeks of games, it would be 
easy for the Islanders to start playing with one eye on their summer 
break. 

But if fifth place was enough motivation for this Thursday night, then it’s 
easy to imagine they’ll find a reason to care about those games, too. 

“There’s no quit in this group,” Trotz said. “There hasn’t been all year.” 

And it doesn’t seem there will be as the end nears. 
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Anders Lee, Chris Kreider showdown highlight of Islanders-Rangers 
matchup 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Jeff Jackson looks for what he calls “competitive character” in players he 
recruits to Notre Dame, and more than a decade after he recruited 
Anders Lee, he still says the Islanders winger exemplifies that. 

Lee stands a large 6-foot-3. He takes up space when he walks into a 
room and, more importantly, when he’s on the ice. But the size, while it 
helps, is not what makes him such a weapon for the Islanders in the 
crease, where the bulk of his goals — 25 this season, 11 in the month of 
March headed into Thursday’s game — are scored. 

That, instead, is about equal parts brains and brawn, the sort of 
competitive intangibles that Jackson saw when he recruited Lee to Notre 
Dame years ago. 

“The first key is to not have any fear,” Jackson told The Post. “Because 
it’s an area where you’re gonna get cross-checked, you’re gonna get 
slashed in the back of the ankles. It’s a high-traffic area and not every 
player is willing to stand in that area or get in that area.” 

The Islanders-Rangers rivalry, which renews at Madison Square Garden 
on Friday night, features two of the league’s best forwards at getting into 
the dirty areas and scoring. Opposite Lee, Chris Kreider’s 46 goals are 
third in the league and his 24 power-play goals — most scored from his 
station in front of the goaltender — lead the NHL. 

Like his counterpart, Kreider is 6-3, and like Lee, it comes down to more 
than sheer size. 

“You don’t have to be 6-foot-2 and 220 pounds to go in front of the net,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “Anybody — [5-9, 184-pound] 

Brendan Gallagher [in] Montreal, a guy that I coached before — it just 
takes a lot of character to go there.” 

At a younger age, Kreider scored most of his goals off the rush, taking 
advantage of skating and skill that outweighed his counterparts in high 
school. It wasn’t until he got to Boston College when he started to station 
himself in front of the net. 

Much of anyone’s success there comes down to hockey sense as much 
as anything physical. A slight change in positioning can be all the 
difference between being in the right spot for a rebound and a chance 
going to waste. Knowing where the goaltender’s eyes are — and being 
able to get in front of them — creates goals, too. 

“Shoulder checking to see where the goalie’s line of sight is and also the 
other part of it, especially with a guy like Anders, it helps to have good 
hands,” Jackson said. “It helps to have good skills at the net front as far 
as your puck skills. For getting pucks, lifting pucks or redirecting pucks. 
It’s not just rebounds, it’s tips, it’s deflections. And sometimes pucks even 
go in off your body. 

“First of all you gotta be there, then secondly you gotta be able to 
manipulate your position to be able to establish, not just where the puck 
is but where it might be in the next [moment], after the pass. So it’s about 
reestablishing your position as the puck moves on the outside of the ice.” 

In college, Lee would watch cutups of Tomas Holmstrom, a four-time 
Stanley Cup winner with the Red Wings, paying attention mostly to how 
he’d constantly reestablish position, checking where the goaltender’s 
eyes were and getting in his line of sight. 

Doing that maximized his chances of getting rebounds and tipping pucks, 
both skills at which Lee excels now. 

“He understands time and space,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “He 
understands a little bit of the geometry of where he is, how he’s gotta get 
pucks up. Getting the timing of, ‘You’re next to me, how do I separate?’ ” 

Kreider’s hand-eye coordination — and thus his ability to tip pucks — has 
always been there. Bill Blackwell, his coach at Masconomet (Mass.) 
Regional High School, recalls hearing about his prowess at lacrosse and 
baseball at a younger age. His positioning, too, is excellent. 

“All the time, you watch, whenever the puck goes to the side, you always 
want to take the goalie’s eyes away,” Blackwell said. “And that’s what he 
does a great job of. He just always follows the puck, he’s always at the 
top part of the crease and he’s always following wherever the puck’s 
going.” 

Trotz, when asked about Lee recently, pointed to a goal he scored 
against — who else — the Rangers. Toward the end of a power play a 
couple weeks ago, Lee found the right moment to get from the crease to 
the low slot without a defender following him, scoring a one-timer from 
Mathew Barzal. 

“He had to time it, if you go there right away, they got you covered,” Trotz 
said. “He had to almost have that instinct, ‘I’m gonna push off, I just need 
a couple feet and time and so the puck’s there.’ 

“He’s sort of developed his own style that works for him on the interior. 
He’s hard to move. With goalies being so good, obviously his net 
presence is invaluable.” 

New York Post LOADED: 04.01.2022 

1240218 New York Islanders 

 

Isles goalie Ilya Sorokin will miss his third straight game 

 

By Andrew Gross 
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It will be either Semyon Varlamov or Cory Schneider in net for the 
Islanders on Friday night against the Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Coach Barry Trotz said Ilya Sorokin (upper body) will miss his third 
straight game after exiting Sunday’s 4-1 loss to the Lightning at UBS 
Arena following the second period. Sorokin did skate on Thursday 
morning. 

“He’s feeling better but he’s still day to day,” Trotz said. 

Varlamov made 30 saves in Thursday night’s 5-2 win over the Blue 
Jackets at UBS Arena as he started consecutive games for the first time 
this season. He has never started on back-to-back nights for the 
Islanders. 

“I don’t think he was overly taxed,” Trotz said. “That will be a decision 
that Varly will make. That will be a discussion with me and Varly. If not, 
Schneids plays tomorrow and we go from there.” 

Schneider, on emergency recall from the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in 
Bridgeport, has extensive starting experience with both the Devils and 
Canucks. He is 10-10-3 with a 2.68 goals-against average and a .921 
save percentage for Bridgeport but has not appeared in an NHL game 
since March 6, 2020 for the Devils. 

Fischler honored on 90th birthday   

The Islanders honored longtime broadcaster, hockey journalist and 
author Stan Fischler as he turned 90 on Thursday. 

Fischler was a regular at Islanders’ games from the 1970s until he retired 
from MSG Networks in 2018. There was a video tribute for Fischler, who 
received a team-signed jersey from the Islanders and was serenaded 
with a round of “Happy Birthday,” from the crowd. 

“To me, it’s like talking to one of those hockey legends,” said Trotz, who 
grew up in Dauphin, Manitoba reading Fischler in The Hockey News. 
“He’s one of the legendary voices of the game that documents the game, 
presents the game.” 
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Islanders beat Columbus and move into fifth place in division 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

This season started with much loftier expectations after back-to-back 
trips to the NHL semifinals. But given the obstacles, COVID-19 and 
otherwise, the Islanders have faced and where they’ve been in the 
standings, leap-frogging the Blue Jackets into fifth place in the 
Metropolitan Division attained an immediate goal. 

“We aren’t where we want to be, but I think our main focus is keep 
climbing,” said defenseman Ryan Pulock, whose long-range, empty-
netter capped Thursday night’s 5-2 win at UBS Arena. “Keep winning 
games. Keep trying to finish as high as we can. That’s our mindset right 
now. They were ahead of us and two big wins.” 

The Islanders, who opened the scoring with goals 11 seconds apart in 
the first period, swept the home-and-home series after Tuesday night’s 4-
3 win in Columbus. 

A fourth consecutive playoff berth is still highly unlikely for the Islanders 
(30-27-9), who went 10-6-1 after playing a franchise-record 17 games in 
March. Any combination of 17 points lost by the Islanders or gained by 
the fourth-place Capitals, who hold the Eastern Conference’s final wild-
card spot, will eliminate them. 

“I think it just comes down to pride,” said Mathew Barzal, who snapped a 
15-game goal drought with a breakaway to make it 4-2 at 9:52 of the third 
period. “We’re professionals here. At the end of the day, we’re building 
toward something that’s bigger than catching Columbus. We’re building 
toward winning a Stanley Cup. Whenever that time comes or we get that 
opportunity, we’re just trying to be ready for it.” 

Semyon Varlamov made 30 saves as he started consecutive games for 
the first time this season after stopping 42 shots on Tuesday. 

Kyle Palmieri gave the Islanders a 3-2 lead at 3:16 of the third period 
after the Blue Jackets (32-31-5), who have lost four straight and are in a 
1-4-2 slide, rallied from a two-goal deficit. It was Palmieri’s seventh goal 
of the month but his first in eight games. Palmieri beat Elvis Merzlikins 
(31 saves) high and to the short side from the right circle. 

The Blue Jackets rallied to tie the game as Emil Bemstrom and Justin 
Danforth scored within one minute, 39 seconds in the second period. 

“Let’s just worry about win the day,” coach Barry Trotz said. “There’s a 
group of men who want to just play good hockey. We know that this start 
[to the season] has put us in a tremendous hole. We just want to play 
well. There’s no quit in the group. There hasn’t been all year. There has 
been, at times, maybe some frustration.” 

Somewhat remarkably, Sebastian Aho and Oliver Wahlstrom’s rapid-fire 
first-period tallies were not even close to the fastest two goals in 
Islanders’ history. Anders Lee and Nikolay Kulemin set the team record 
— and matched an NHL record — when they scored three seconds apart 
late in a 5-3 win over the Penguins at Barclays Center on Nov. 30, 2016. 

Aho wristed a shot past Merzlikins from the right circle at 8:39 off a feed 
from Brock Nelson, who extended his point streak to six games. 

Incredibly, both Aho and his namesake, the Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho, 
scored almost at the exact moment in real time. Aho’s goal came at 7:14 
p.m. for the Islanders while the other Aho, a center, scored at 7:15 p.m. 
against the Canadiens. 

“I heard about that, it’s pretty funny,” the Islanders defenseman said. “I 
don’t know what to say.” 

Off the ensuing faceoff, Wahlstrom took Zach Parise’s feed on an odd-
man rush after Barzal chipped the puck ahead. Wahlstrom, in his second 
full NHL season, set a career-high with his 13th goal. 
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Matt Martin revels in his longevity as an Islander 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Matt Martin, just over a month away from his 33rd birthday, nodded his 
head toward 22-year-old teammate Noah Dobson. 

“You remember being the young guy in the locker room and then, 
quickly, you’re one of the old guys,” Martin said before the Islanders 
concluded a home-and-home series with the Blue Jackets on Thursday 
night at UBS Arena. 

The longtime fan favorite played in his 669th game as an Islander, 
matching John Tavares for 11th place on the team’s all-time list. Martin 
played in his 800th career game on Tuesday night as the Islanders held 
on for a 4-3 win in Columbus. 

Hall of Famer Bryan Trottier is the franchise’s all-time leader with 1,123 
regular-season games in an Islanders’ sweater. Martin’s teammate, Josh 
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Bailey, is third as he played in his 976th game with the Islanders on 
Thursday. 

But Martin should soon surpass Hall of Famer Billy Smith’s 674 games 
and move into the Islanders’ top 10. 

“It’s special,” said Martin, originally from Windsor, Ontario. “Long Island 
has become my home. We wanted to start our family here. It’s a place 
that’s very special with me, to give me my first opportunity. I was 
fortunate enough after my stint in Toronto (2016-18) to get the 
opportunity to come back. A lot of guys when they end up on a different 
team, don’t ever get that opportunity again. 

“Over the last few years, we’ve had some pretty cool runs and a lot of 
great memories. It’s a great thing and I love being here and I love being a 
part of this team. Hopefully, I can be here for years to come.” 

Martin is in the second season of a four-year, $6 million deal. He will 
have the opportunity to pass Brent Sutter (694 games), Patrick Flatley 
(712) and Hall of Famer Mike Bossy (752) on the Islanders’ all-time list 
next season. 

Of course, future Hall of Famer Zdeno Chara, who extended his NHL 
record for defensemen by playing in his 1,665th game on Thursday, was 
quick to put Martin’s 800th game in perspective. 

“He told me I was halfway home the other day,” Martin said. “That’s a 
scary thought. 

“It’s been a great ride. This is what I dreamed of doing as a kid and to be 
able to fulfill that is pretty awesome.” 

Martin and Chara have developed a good relationship as teammates but 
have fought three times as opponents. In all, Martin’s fight against the 
Bruins’ Nick Foligno in Saturday’s 6-3 loss in Boston was the 97th of his 
career, per hockeyfights.com. A television graphic indicated it was 
Martin’s 98th fight. 

Either way, it’s a lot. 

“My brother actually sent it to me,” Martin said. “I guess when you’re 
around long enough you end up having that many fights. Pretty crazy. I 
was talking to my dad after the game. He’s like, ‘Is that right?’ I was, ‘I 
guess so.’ Fighting isn’t as prominent as it used to be. When I first came 
in the league, I’d probably fight 15 times a year. It’s way down now. They 
definitely accumulate pretty quickly.” 

Martin has fought five times this season and his career high, per 
hockeyfights.com, is 15 in 2011-12. 

He found it hard to pinpoint his most memorable battle. 

“You get into so many,” Martin said. “Back in the day you’d kind of know 
who you’d end up fighting on any given day. I’ve had some really good 
ones over the years and some that haven’t gone so well for me, too. You 
tend to remember those ones a little more because you felt them a little 
more.” 
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Four Islanders storylines to watch down the stretch: Ilya Sorokin’s Vezina 
case, Mathew Barzal’s linemates and more 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

We’ve reached the point in the Islanders’ season when only the diehard 
fans are paying attention to the day-to-day activities. And, hey, if you’re 
one of them, we salute you. After all, you’re the ones who help us pay the 
bills around here. 

While the playoff race is over for the Islanders — at least according to 
The Athletic’s latest odds, which give them a 0 percent chance of making 
it — that doesn’t mean the final month of the season is meaningless. 
There are some individual and team storylines to monitor from now until 
the season finale on April 29 against the Lightning. 

Let’s examine four of them. 

1. Will Sorokin play himself into the Vezina discussion? 

Let’s be clear: Ilya Sorokin is not going to win the Vezina Trophy. That 
has been all but clinched by Igor Shesterkin, barring some sort of 
monumental collapse by the goalie who plays his home games on the 
other side of the East River. 

And there are some health concerns about Sorokin, too, after he took a 
couple of shots to the mask in Sunday’s loss to Tampa Bay, forcing him 
from the game after two periods. He wasn’t with the team Tuesday in 
Columbus, either, although coach Barry Trotz strongly suggested in the 
morning that the officially termed upper-body injury didn’t appear to be 
overly serious and Sorokin could return to the ice this week. Hopefully, 
he’ll be healthy enough to play at Madison Square Garden on Friday 
after what he did there the last time. 

While Sorokin has been essentially platooning with Semyon Varlamov — 
Tuesday’s game was the 16th straight in which the goalies have 
alternated starts — his play for the past month and a half has been elite. 
Among the 32 goalies who have played at least 10 games since Feb. 17, 
Sorokin is first with a .943 save percentage and first with a 1.80 goals-
against average, while compiling an 8-3-2 record. Shesterkin, for 
comparison, has a .930 save percentage and a 2.23 GAA in the span, 
with a 9-4-1 record. 

For the season, among goalies who have played at least 35 games, 
Sorokin’s .927 save percentage ranks third (behind Shesterkin and 
Carolina’s Frederik Andersen), and his 2.30 GAA is fourth behind 
Andersen, Shesterkin and Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom. 

NHL SV% leaders since 2/17 (min. 10 GP) 

The NHL’s general managers vote for the Vezina at the conclusion of the 
regular season, selecting only the top three goalies. That’s different than 
the other major awards, selected by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association, in which we pick the top five. In other words, it’s more 
difficult to pick up votes for the Vezina, than the Hart or the Norris. The 
fact that the Islanders won’t make the playoffs will also hurt Sorokin. 

Still, if he can finish strong, he could end up garnering at least a few 
votes. If he finishes the season the way he’s played for the past few 
weeks, perhaps he even gets into the top three and becomes a finalist. 

2. Will Nelson hit 40 goals? 

Brock Nelson’s tear continued on Tuesday night, when he deposited his 
32nd goal of the season, tying the game at 1-1 on the power play after 
Columbus had opened the scoring less than five minutes earlier. He 
nearly had another in the second period, hitting the crossbar before the 
rebound went to linemate Anthony Beauvillier, who managed to zip it in 
from a difficult angle. 

  BEAUty   pic.twitter.com/CP1GqVKznJ 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) March 30, 2022 

Nelson has eight goals in his past seven games, and his 13 goals since 
March 5 were tops among all NHL players headed into Wednesday 
night’s games. He has a good chance to become the Islanders’ first 40-
goal scorer since Anders Lee reached that number in 2017-18. When 
Lee hit it, by the way, that was the first time since 2006-07, when Jason 
Blake potted 40 on the nose. So, yeah, it’s rare. 

“Why not?” Lee said on Saturday in Boston when asked whether he 
thought Nelson could reach 40. “Let’s see what we can do here. I know 
he’s going to give it everything he has, and we’ve got plenty of hockey 
left. We’ll make sure to get as many chances as we can for him.” 
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Lee, of course, has also been no slouch lately, with five multi-point 
games this month and nine points (two goals, seven assists) in his past 
five games. In the 12 games that he’s played on a line with Nelson and 
Beauvillier, the three have outscored the opposition 12-9 at five-on-five, 
with an expected goals rate of 54.9 percent, per Natural Stat Trick. 

“I think our communication as a line has been really great of late, and 
we’ve just been trying to build our game and work on little things and 
keep that dialogue going,” Lee said. 

3. Will Barzal and Wahlstrom develop chemistry? 

Lee, of course, had been playing most of the season (and the past few) 
with Mathew Barzal, who’s been on third-line duty lately (or is it the 
second line?) with Oliver Wahlstrom and Zach Parise. Results have been 
mixed. 

It’s been mentioned frequently over the past few months that finding 
Barzal at least one dynamic, goal-scoring linemate is going to be 
paramount this offseason. There was hope that Wahlstrom might be that 
guy after they were put together on March 13, but it just hasn’t worked 
out so far. 

This is one of those instances where I’m not sure looking at the 
advanced stats is all that beneficial. Yes, they’ve had zone time, but 
they’re just not having enough of an impact on the scoresheet. 
Wahlstrom has just one goal in his past 12 games, while Barzal has now 
gone 15 straight without one (although he did post two assists in the win 
over Columbus). For the Islanders to have sustained success, they’re 
going to need Barzal and whoever he’s playing with to outdo their 
competition, and that isn’t happening. 

At this stage, it might make sense for Trotz to keep them together for a 
while longer just to see if any sort of chemistry develops. After all, these 
things don’t always happen overnight, and Wahlstrom is still just 21 years 
old. 

Still, the combination that the fans had been clamoring for on social 
media for some time has been fairly disappointing. Some of that is on 
Barzal, of course, who is having a down year offensively, with 44 points 
in 56 games. Wahlstrom is still working through his own game, and Trotz 
agreed with a suggestion last week that his decisiveness when he gets 
the puck is one of those parts that need improvement. There have been 
a few instances when Wahlstrom just seems to be thinking too much, 
resulting in squandered scoring chances. 

“The one thing (about) playing with Barzy is he’ll get you the puck, so 
sometimes, just get open and it will find you. That’s part of the process of 
learning to play,” Trotz said. “Instead of going to (open) space, he’s 
maybe going in to support when he doesn’t have to. That will come as he 
gets to know and have more reps with Barzy and Zach. There’ll be times 
where he’ll just have to lay in the weeds sometimes and wait for the 
puck, and other times he’ll have to go and support it. … There is a little 
bit of, I’ll say, indecisiveness where, ‘Am I shooting it or looking for 
something different?’ And Wally is a shooter.” 

Wahlstrom, too, seemed to suggest last week that it’s still a work in 
progress on the wing of the 2018 Calder Trophy winner. 

“(Barzal is) unbelievable coming up the neutral zone. Just read him, find 
those soft areas, and get myself open,” he said. “He (draws) two guys, so 
just got to find that backside, or the slot, and he’ll get the puck to me.” 

4. Will young defensemen get more of a chance? 

We already explored the Islanders’ defensive struggles now that Scott 
Mayfield is shelved for (probably) the rest of the season. The schedule is 
about to get much more difficult, too. After Thursday’s home game with 
Columbus, the Islanders play eight of their next nine on the road, so they 
won’t get to enjoy the benefit of having last change for most of the next 
two weeks. 

That means guys like Andy Greene, Sebastian Aho and, perhaps, recent 
call-up Grant Hutton are about to see a healthy dose of the opposition’s 
top scoring lines. 

But could the Islanders use the remaining few games as an opportunity 
to put younger legs in there? Now could be a good time to recall Robin 
Salo, or even give someone like Samuel Bolduc a longer taste of NHL 
action. Salo has 16 points (four goals, 12 assists) and a plus-4 rating in 
33 games with Bridgeport this season (and one goal and three assists in 
18 NHL games this season), while Bolduc has five points (two goals, 
three assists) in 49 AHL games (a decline in production from last season, 
when he had 14 points in 24 games). Bolduc, a second-round pick in 
2019, has yet to make his NHL debut. 

One guy who seems unlikely to come out of the lineup, at least in the 
short term, is Zdeno Chara. Even with the ridiculous schedule the rest of 
the way, in which the Islanders will play their final 18 games in just a 30-
day span, indications are Chara will remain on a pair with the emerging 
Noah Dobson. 

Trotz was asked Sunday how older guys like Chara (45) and Andy 
Greene (39) were managing with so many games in succession. The 
coach replied “they’re holding up pretty well,” but quickly turned his focus 
to Chara. 

“He looks pretty fresh,” Trotz said about the future Hall of Famer. 
“Actually the last two nights (in Boston and against Tampa Bay) he’s 
been one of our better defensemen. He’s been solid, he takes care of 
himself, and he’s a good pro.” 

There’s also the fact that we’re now past the trade deadline, and, despite 
interest in the veteran defenseman, Chara remained with the Islanders. 
It’s believed that general manager Lou Lamoriello wasn’t going to trade 
Chara unless the defenseman wanted to depart. After Sunday’s game, 
Chara was asked if it was important for him to stay for the remainder of 
the season. 

“I believe in this team. That was my intention when I signed with this 
team, and I want to stick with it,” he said. 

While his on-ice performance this season has left much to be desired on 
many nights, the benefit of having Chara on the bench and in the 
dressing room with Dobson was reflected Tuesday when cameras caught 
this moment between the veteran and the 22-year-old: 

I believe the children are our future 

Teach them well and let them lead the way 

-Whitney and Big Z pic.twitter.com/2vYYH0ocpR 

— Isles on MSG+ (@IslesMSGN) March 30, 2022 
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Strong Start, Strong Finish, Islanders Take Down Blue Jackets 5-2 - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT– The New York Islanders took both games against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets this week, as they capped off the home-and-
home with a 5-2 win on Thursday night. The Islanders are now 30-27-9 
on the season and now have tied Columbus in the standings. 

ISLANDERS LINES 

Lee–Nelson–Beavuillier 

Bailey–Pageau–Palmieri 

Parise–Barzal–Wahlstrom 

Martin–Cizikas–Johnston 
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Pelech–Pulock 

Chara–Dobson 

Aho-Hutton 

Varlamov 

HOW IT HAPPENED 

Sebastian Aho gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at 8:39 of the first 
period as he sniped Columbus Blue Jackets netminder Elvis Merzlikins 
glove side. Brock Nelson was credited with the assist on Aho’s first of the 
season. 

Oliver Wahlstrom gave the Islanders a 2-0 lead at 8:50 of the first period 
as he finished off a strong pass by Zach Parise on an odd-man rush. 
Parise and Mathew Barzal were credited with the assists on Wahlstrom’s 
13th of the season. 

Emil Bemstrom put the Blue Jackets on the board as he finished off a 
pass to the top of the Islanders crease for his fourth of the season. Eric 
Robinson and Jake Bean were credited with the assists at 8:47 of the 
second period. 

Justin Danforth tied the contest at two as Anders Lee could not stay with 
him as he finished off a pass to the slot for his sixth season. Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Yegor Chinakov were credited with the assists at 10:26 of 
the second period. 

The Islanders retook the lead early in the third as Kyle Palmieri beat 
Merzlikins for his 12th of the season. Josh Bailey and Adam Pelech were 
credited with the assists at 3:16 of the third period. 

Mathew Barzal beat Merzlikins glove side on a mini-break away to give 
the Islanders a 4-2 lead with 9:52 to go in the third period. Barzal’s 13th 
goal of the season was unassisted. 

Ryan Pulock hit the empty net from the Islanders zone to give the 
Islanders a 5-2 lead. The goal was unassisted. 

First Period Power 

The New York Islanders got off to a strong start against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets as they scored two goals in the first period and, at one 
point, were outshooting their opponents 10-0. 

It was a dominating performance early as the Islanders were hard on the 
forecheck and got every puck they could towards Columbus Blue Jackets 
netminder Elvis Merzlikins. 

Sebastian Aho showcased a beautiful wrist shot to give the Islanders the 
lead, and the Islanders Barzal line made it 2-0 off a strong rush that 
Oliver Wahlstrom finished off. 

The Islanders did get a power play, which was dangerous, but the 
chances went by the boards. 

It was a shooting gallery in the first, as the Islanders outshot the Blue 
Jackets 14-5 in the first period. 

Islanders Honor Stan Fischler 

On Thursday, ‘The Maven’ Stan Fischler celebrated his 90th birthday. 
And what better place to celebrate his birthday than at UBS Arena for an 
Islanders game. 

After a break in the action during the second period, the New York 
Islanders honored Fischler and gave him a jersey with the no. 90 
commemorating the big day. 

Celebrating @StanFischler's birthday with #IslesNation tonight!   
pic.twitter.com/hZRty12SKt 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) April 1, 2022 

Second Period Blunder 

The New York Islanders did not have a particularly bad second period, 
but it was nowhere close to what went on in the first period. The 
Islanders were outshot 14-10, with the two goals for the Columbus Blue 
Jackets coming off defensive-zone breakdowns. 

Islanders defensemen Grant Hutton and Sebastian Aho seemed to be 
guarding the crease but somehow, no one boxed out Blue Jackets 
forward Emil Bemstrom, who was able to finish off the pass from the 
boards. 

How 'bout that backhand sauce   pic.twitter.com/LGkCM1y2Y2 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) April 1, 2022 

The second goal saw a similar breakdown, but this time, Islanders 
captain Anders Lee was late to pick up Blue Jackets forward Justin 
Danforth, who buried a chance from the slot. 

✨ Just(in) Danforth Things ✨ pic.twitter.com/oKvXUXjVHj 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) April 1, 2022 

Finish Strong 

The New York Islanders entered the third period tied at two after blowing 
their two-goal lead in the second. But the Islanders were able to finish 
strong as they retook the lead thanks to Kyle Palmieri. Then Mathew 
Barzal gave the Islanders the important two-goal cushion less than six 
minutes later. 

Ryan Pulock put the finishing touches on the contest with his empty-net 
goal with 57 seconds to play in the third period. 

Quotes From: Mat Barzal, Sebastian Aho, Ryan Pulock, Kyle Palmieri, & 
Barry Trotz 

“I mean, it’s always good to get the first goal and kind of get rolling from 
that. And I mean, we scored straight after again, you get the momentum 
going. We had, I mean, we had a great first after that. Kind of fell off a 
little bit in the second but stuff happens but I thought we took care of 
business in the third.”–Sebastian Aho 

“I think it just comes down to pride. We’re professionals here, and at the 
end of the day, we’re building towards something that’s bigger than, you 
know, catching Columbus. We’re building towards winning a Stanley Cup 
and, you know, whenever that time comes, whenever we get that 
opportunity, we’re just trying to be ready for it.”–Mathew Barzal 

“Yeah, for sure. There’s been a couple that have gone the other way, so 
(I) made sure I didn’t put myself offside on that.” –Kyle Palmieri on having 
a goal count. 

“I think our main focus is keep climbing. Keep trying to keep winning 
games. Keep trying to finish as high as you can. And that’s kind of our 
mindset right now. So obviously, they were ahead of us, and two big 
wins.”–Ryan Pulock 

“Let’s just, you know worry about…sort of…win the day. But also there’s 
a group of men who want to just play good hockey. The start put us in a 
tremendous hole and so we just want to play well and find out that 
everybody’s contributing which leads to more success. There’s no quit in 
the group there. There hasn’t been all year.”–Barry Trotz 

NOTES 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin is still out with an upper-body injury and is 
considered day-to-day. 

Robin Salo and Ross Johnston were healthy scratches as Grant Hutton 
remained in the lineup for a third straight game while Kieffer Bellows was 
on the fourth line for a second-straight game. 

Matt Martin skated in his 669th NHL game, which ties him with John 
Tavares for 11th all-time in New York Islanders history. 

WHAT’S NEXT: The New York Islanders take on the New York Rangers 
on Friday at 7 PM 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 1, 2022 

 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.01.2022 

1240223 New York Islanders 

 

Dobson's Growth in Confidence, Having Chara in His Ear, Past Mentors - 
New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

Back on Dec. 9 at UBS Arena, the New York Islanders and Nashville 
Predators seemed to be on their way to overtime, with the score knotted 
up at three as time dwindled in the third period. With less than a minute 
to play, young New York Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson sent the 
puck around the boards from behind his own net, and the Predators 
scored seconds later off a point shot. 

And that was the game. 

“No one felt worse than the Dobson,” New York Islanders head coach 
Barry Trotz said as he reflected on that night. “But at the same time, 
there was a moment where you have to sort of pick yourself up off the 
mat.” 

“On the reverse side if that moment happened again and he got small 
and panicked, then he wouldn’t have learned from it, and it would have 
been a scary moment. It wasn’t. It was a learning moment.” 

What we have seen from Noah Dobson this season, more so than any 
other season, is the growth in his confidence. While there have still been 
some defensive miscues, nothing to that extent against Nashville has 
transpired. 

On both sides of the puck, Dobson’s confidence is glistening, especially 
on the offensive side of the puck as he has 10 goals and 28 assists in 64 
games this season. 

In the contest on Tuesday, Noah Dobson’s confidence and patience were 
on display as he delayed before making a strong pass to Zach Parise for 
a tap-in at the far post. 

Keep your stick on the ice when Noah has the puck   
pic.twitter.com/ykuYCS3JgH 

— Isles on MSG+ (@IslesMSGN) March 30, 2022 

It’s plays like that that show just how far Noah Dobson has come as an 
NHL defenseman. Dobson spoke on that pass to Parise and about his 
growth in confidence. 

“I was able to find it a little earlier and just try to keep building. I think 
when you have that confidence, you’re able to see those plays and then 
make those plays and obviously have some good guys that go the right 
areas and put themselves in a good spot for the d-man.” 

“I think what he’s done is he’s (been) able to catch up to the NHL game,” 
Trotz said. “And when you do that, the game is slower, and your 
confidence, that poise, that extra second to wait for a play to 
develop…like the Parise goal last game.” 

“He has that sense now or that inner clock that allows things to happen a 
little slower for him, and then he’s able to process and do the things that 
he did at junior and stuff like that.” 

It was a slow October and November for Noah Dobson, as he and his 
new linemate, Zdeno Chara, had to figure out how to play with one 
another, build that chemistry. 

As the months transpired and the minutes played with one another grew, 
that defensive pairing became much more sound. 

Chara, who is in his 24th NHL season, has been mentoring Dobson since 
he arrived this summer, and although Chara may not have been having 
his best season of his career, with his age 44 now 45, showing on the 
ice, that pairing as of late has been rather strong. 

Zdeno Chara is now second on the Islanders with a plus/- of +10, with 
Noah Dobson right behind him with a +9. 

Dobson has talked time and time again about what Chara has meant to 
him in terms of his development. Anytime you can learn from a player 
who has been around the game as long as Chara has been, that 
experience and those interactions are invaluable. 

On Tuesday night, the MSG+ camera caught Zdeno Chara talking with 
Noah Dobson after a shift. MSG Networks analyst Anson Carter said 
during the telecast when they showed Chara chatting with Dobson that 
“You can’t put a price on that…this is where learning really takes place.” 

Although Dobson could not recall what was said, having a veteran that 
loves to talk with young players has been amazing for Dobson and even 
means a lot to the bench boss Trotz. 

“It’s worthwhile,” Dobson said. “He’s always talking and communicating, 
and it’s helped me a lot.” 

As for what it means to Trotz, “Honestly, I think it’s fantastic. As I said, 
you know, Z has got years and years of experience. And so he’s a great 
mentor for a young guy like Dobson, but Dobson had a couple of good 
ones.” 

If you remember, Dobson skated alongside former NHL defenseman 
Johnny Boychuk during his first season with the Islanders, followed by a 
season alongside veteran defenseman Andy Greene. 

“Those type of defensemen who probably are more defenders and they 
are offensive guys, probably given him really good balance and give him 
a really good foundation so that he can be a well-rounded top player in 
this league for a long, long time,” Trotz said. 

For 22-year old Noah Dobson, his growth has been exponential from one 
season to the next. Through his play, through his experience, and his 
mentors, Dobson is on the right path to becoming a premier defenseman 
in this league. 

It’s not IF, it’s WHEN. 
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Same Foe, Gm 66: Lines, Preview, Injury Updates, & How to Watch vs. 
Blue Jackets - New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

After a 4-3 win in Columbus on Tuesday, the New York Islanders (29-27-
9) host the Blue Jackets (32-30-5) Thursday night. This game is the first 
of a back-to-back situation, as the Islanders are at Madison Square 
Garden Friday night for a battle with the New York Rangers. 

Puck drop is slated at UBS Arena for 7 PM. 

The New York Islanders currently sit two points behind the Columbus 
Blue Jackets as a regulation win will have both teams tied with 69 points, 
with the Islanders playing two fewer games. 

New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin, who left Sunday’s contest 
after two periods (upper-body) was back on the ice Thursday morning. 
So was Cory Schneider and Semyon Varlamov. 
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Ilya Sorokin faced soft shots before leaving the ice a few minutes into the 
skate. 

Semyon Varlamov left the ice before Cory Schneider as he is expected to 
get the start Thursday. 

Defenseman Robin Salo, who was emergency recalled from Bridgeport 
(AHL), stayed on the ice following the morning skate, along with Ross 
Johnston. Defenseman Grant Hutton, who has played the last two 
games, remains in the lineup. Sebastian Aho could drawback in. 

The morning skate was optional. 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz gave the following updates 
regarding some players. 

Ilya Sorokin is still day-to-day with an upper-body injury. He had a 
workout on Wednesday but did not face any shots. Defensemen Adam 
Pelech and Andy Greene are game-time decisions, along with one other 
non-named player. 

Adam Pelech blocked a slap shot off the wrist on Tuesday night and was 
in some pain despite remaining in the game. 

Columbus Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski (upper-body) did not 
make the trip. He did not play against the Islanders on Tuesday. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINEUP (PROJECTED) 

Lee-Nelson-Beauvillier 

Bailey–Pageau–Palmieri 

Parise-Barzal-Wahlstrom 

Martin–Cizikas–Bellows 

Aho–Pulock 

Chara–Dobson 

Salo–Hutton 

Varlamov 

Schneider 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (PROJECTED) 

Voracek-Roslovic-Laine 

Nyquist-Sillinger–Bjorkstrand 

Robinson-Kuraly-Danforth 

Bemstrom-Guance–Chinakhov 

Gavrikov–Peeke 

Kukan-Bean 

Carlsson–Boquist 

Merzlikins 

Berube 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

The New York Islanders host the Columbus Blue Jackets tonight, the 
fourth and final meeting between the two teams this season. 

Tonight is the second game of a home-and-home series with Columbus, 
after Mathew Barzal, Anders Lee, and Brock Nelson each recorded multi-
point games Tuesday night, to help the Islanders to a 4-3 win at 
Nationwide Arena. 

Columbus last visited UBS Arena earlier this month, on March 10. The 
Islanders are 8-2-1 in their last 11 home matchups with Columbus. 
Tonight is the Islanders’ 11th and final home game this month, their 
busiest in franchise history. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the home favorites against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, coming in at -210. They are +120 on the puck line. The 
Blue Jackets are +175 and are -130 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 6.5, with the over at +105 and the under 
set at -125. 

These lines are subject to change. Please gamble responsibly. 

HOW TO WATCH: 

Thursday’s contest will be available on ESPN+/Hulu. There is no local 
broadcast. On the radio dial, the game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 
88.7 FM WRHU and 103.9 FM LI News Radio 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.01.2022 

1240225 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders Daily: Sorokin's Growth, 10 Games For Barzal Line, & 100 
Points for McDavid - New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

After a 4-3 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on Tuesday, the 
Islanders host Columbus Thursday night, the first of a back-to-back. The 
Barzal line has now played 10 games together and they are still a work in 
progress. Despite the skill set being the same between New York 
Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin and New York Rangers netminder Igor 
Shesterkin, Sorokin is going through what Shesterkin went through last 
season regarding his development. 

Oh and (shocker), Connor McDavid reached 100 points again. 

These stories and more in today’s daily links! 

It has now been 10 games for the threesome of Zach Parise, Mathew 
Barzal, and Oliver Wahlstrom. At times, the newest New York Islanders 
trio has been dangerous but has produced just three goals in 10 games. 
The attention has been on the duo of Mathew Barzal and Oliver 
Wahlstrom, yet Zach Parise has scored two of the three goals. (NYI 
Hockey Now) 

New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin and Rangers netminder Igor 
Shesterkin possess the same skills and are both going to be dominating 
the NHL landscape for a long time. The struggles Shesterkin went 
through last season to get to where he is this season is the same 
struggles Sorokin went through earlier this season. (NYI Hockey Now) 

The Boston Bruins were looking to work some new faces into the lineup 
this week anyway, but a disappointingly porous defensive effort on 
Tuesday night against the Toronto Maple Leafs probably hastened that a 
bit. Head coach Bruce Cassidy will be making lineup changes. (Boston 
Hockey Now) 

Perhaps it was inevitable that winger Rickard Rakell would be traded to 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. He revealed Wednesday that he has a dog who 
already had a name when adopted – Heinz, named after the stadium 
where the Pittsburgh Steelers play. Now, he gets to play alongside one of 
his idols. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Back when Jaromir Jagr played for the Florida Panthers, Roberto Luongo 
used to joke there was a different milestone celebrated every night. It 
only felt that way. And it certainly feels that way now. The Panthers have 
16 games remaining in their regular season and it does seem a different 
personal milestone is celebrated each night. (Florida Hockey Now) 

It’s easy to say the Philadelphia Flyers’ disaster of a season — they were 
eliminated from the playoffs Tuesday with 15 games remaining — was 
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caused by injuries. But the fact is, this was a flawed team even before 
top-pairing defenseman Ryan Ellis and first-line center Sean Couturier 
went down with season-ending injuries, and second-line center Kevin 
Hayes missed most of the year with a groin issue. It’s time to blow this 
team up. (Philly Hockey Now) 

The Washington Capitals saw encouraging news at Capital One Arena 
on Tuesday, as forward Carl Hagelin was out and about and appeared to 
be in good spirits at a Washington Wizards game. Hagelin attended the 
game with teammates Tom Wilson, who turned 28 on Tuesday, and 
Trevor van Riemsdyk, who is currently recovering from an upper-body 
injury. (Washington Hockey Now) 

The wait is over for Montreal Canadiens fans, as Jordan Harris is now 
officially a member of the Montreal Canadiens and will be playing his first 
games for the club very shortly. Harris has been a hot topic of 
conversation for Montreal Canadiens fans for the last year, as the 
Canadiens’ 2018 3rd round pick decided to return to college to play in his 
senior year at Northeastern University. Montreal Hockey Now sat down 
with Jim Madigan, Director of Athletics at Northeastern University and 
former head coach of the Huskies, and Jerry Keefe, the current head 
coach of the Huskies. (Montreal Hockey Now) 

The Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Seattle Kraken 3-0 Wednesday 
night with Logan Thompson posting his first-career NHL shutout, Shea 
Theodore scoring out of the box, Michael Amadio scoring, and Jonathan 
Marchessault adding an empty-netter. Here are the takeaways from the 
shutout win. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Nathan MacKinnon was skating and shooting pucks today at the 
Avalanche practice facility this morning. I didn’t witness it myself, but a 
couple of eyewitnesses tell me there didn’t seem to be too much 
bothering him. In fact, one eyewitness tells me No. 29 was shooting 
pucks “with full force.”  (Colorado Hockey Now) 

The San Jose Sharks played their last game at Gila River Arena tonight. 
Scott Reedy got the Sharks off on the right foot with a power-play goal, 
Brent Burns added another, but San Jose lost to lowly Arizona 5-2. Also, 
Arizona forward Clayton Keller had to be stretchered off the ice after a 
nasty fall into the end boards. (San Jose Hockey Now) 

On Wednesday, the Vancouver Canucks faced off against the St. Louis 
Blues, as Vancouver’s playoff hopes are still up in the air as the season 
winds down. But a loss will not help their cause, especially a regulation 
one, as they fell to the Blues 4-3. The last goal came with less than five 
minutes to play in the third period. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

For the fifth time in the NHL career, Edmonton Oilers captain Connor 
McDavid reached the 100-point mark. McDavid had a goal and an assist 
in the 4-3 win over the Los Angeles Kings, along with the insurance mark 
in the shootout. (NHL) 
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'You almost feel like a kid again': Meet the NHL players finding an 
escape in new road-trip tradition 

 

Corey Masisak 

31/03/2022 

 

GLENDALE, Ariz. — For the better part of a month at the start of last 
season, the Sharks spent their days confined to one of three areas — 
their hotel rooms in Scottsdale, the Ice Den where they practiced and the 
team bus in between as they prepared for a COVID-19 shortened season 
at training camp away from San Jose because of local restrictions. 

The team returned Tuesday afternoon to Arizona for a game Wednesday 
night, and there’s only a mild bit of irony that five Sharks players 
immediately decided to lock themselves in a confined space. 

It’s become a road-trip ritual for a small group of San Jose players. The 
Sharks have an escape room club. 

Shortly after arriving at the team’s hotel across the street from Gila River 
Arena, Logan Couture, Nick Bonino, Tomas Hertl, Rudolfs Balcers and 
Jaycob Megna were walking across a large parking lot en route to 
Escape Westgate, which is tucked into a corner of the outdoor 
mall/entertainment complex that also borders the Coyotes’ arena. 

Normally, the Sharks do one escape room before heading to dinner. 
Their flight to Phoenix landed a little earlier than their normal 
destinations, so the quintet ended up conquering two of the three rooms 
at Escape Westgate. 

“I think one was probably the fastest time yet. We had 27 minutes left,” 
Hertl said while flashing an ear-to-ear smile. “It’s a lot of fun and we are 
just having a great time. We keep our minds loose and just have fun. I 
really enjoy it.” 

Hertl said he thinks the crew has now done 14 escape rooms together 
this season, while successfully completing the mission on 12 of them. He 
dropped the first hints of the escape room club on the day he signed an 
eight-year, $65.1 million contract to remain with the Sharks. 

He signed the contract at Sharks Ice, got on the plane to inform his 
teammates that he’d be around for a few more years and then he was 
part of another successful mission at Escape Room LA before settling in 
at the hotel that evening to do the news conference over video call to 
discuss his new deal. 

“I think it’s just the teamwork,” Couture said. “The guys that come, even 
the newer guys, everyone sort of has their own thing that they do. You 
almost feel like a kid again. You’re doing a puzzle and you get that 
energy where the competitive juices are flowing. It’s nice to get out and 
do stuff together again. We go do an escape room and then go to dinner 
afterwards. We just sit there and talk about it for a few hours. Last year, 
we’d be in a hotel on a road trip for four days straight and ordering 
DoorDash, so it’s nice to get out and go out and see people.” 

For the uninitiated, an escape room is a group activity that focuses on 
fast thinking and problem-solving. Put a small collection of people in a 
dark room, and they have an hour to solve a series of puzzles tied to a 
particular theme, with correct answers leading to a new room or the next 
puzzle until the mission is complete. 

“I’d say what makes the most successful teams is really all about their 
mindset,” said Austin Olds, who works at Escape Westgate. “You have to 
stay confident, but you can’t get too cocky. A lot of times someone will 
kind of take the lead, but they are wrong about everything. And everyone 
just sort of follows them, and they don’t get out. … we see people start 
arguing and then they start yelling at each other. It can be pretty funny.”  

The origin story for the Sharks escape room crew began in Denver. 
Couture called Balcers a “big escape room guy.” The Latvian forward 
asked the captain on the day between games in mid-November if he had 
ever done. Couture had done one. They found out Hertl had done a few. 
The hunt for more eager teammates was on. 

San Jose’s original five in the club were those three, plus Bonino and 
Brent Burns. 

“It was a Pirates of the Caribbean themed one, and we actually got out,” 
Couture said. “(Burns) was actually really good at it. He helped a lot, but 
he also lost interest pretty quickly. The rest of us continued to go. 

“Every time we are going to be on the road, we look at our schedule and 
see if we can find one near the hotel.”  

When Burns dropped out, the crew needed to find a replacement. Enter 
Jake Middleton, the gregarious defenseman in his first full NHL season, 
though there is some dispute about how he found his way onto the team. 
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“I got a call-up two rooms ago,” Middleton said before he was traded to 
Minnesota on deadline day. “They heard I was pretty good. We (had) 
done one down here, Rudy and Lane Pederson and I with our wives and 
girlfriends. Rudy gave them the heads up that I excelled, that I was pretty 
good in there, so I got the call-up to the ‘A-squad.’ 

“It’s one of those things where you’ve got a lot of time, whether it’s days 
off or (the) day before a game, that type of thing. You can only watch so 
much TV in your hotel room. You can only go out for dinner so long, 
right? So you fit some things in between and the escape rooms were a 
great idea.”  

“Rudy is our head scout,” Couture acknowledged, but then the story 
swerved. “He’s supposed to go around and find out who has done them 
before. He had actually done one in San Jose with (Middleton), but 
because he is so quiet he never told us that. We actually found out from 
someone else.” 

When Middleton was moved to Minnesota, Jaycob Megna became the 
next man up. The crew’s next challenge came in Edmonton last week, 
but it did not go as planned. Multiple team members were quick to 
absolve the new guy of any blame, though. 

“That was just a bad room,” Balcers said. “Bonino didn’t show up. He 
ditched us. That was a big mistake there. The boys have been giving it to 
him, but yeah that was just a bad room. 

“It’s exciting. You’ve got the hour, so you’ve got to get in there and get to 
work. There hasn’t been many times that we didn’t get out. We’re pretty, 
pretty professional about it.”  

Bonino was back in Glendale, and the fully formed new team got back on 
track. Some members of the team have figured out some defined roles. 
Couture is the reader, whenever there are clues or any sort of narrative-
driving materials that need to be conveyed to the rest of the team. 
Balcers searches for whatever they need. Bonino typically runs point as 
the leader. 

The Sharks are running out of road games this season, but there’s a big 
trip looming — a five-game swing through Vancouver, Nashville, 
Chicago, Dallas and Minnesota. There should be multiple opportunities to 
keep this new tradition rolling. 

“I’m impressed that we’ve gotten out of so many,” Couture said. “Rudy 
and Tommy don’t speak English as their first language and all the 
puzzles are in English. We almost got (Alexander) Barabanov to join us, 
but he doesn’t speak any English with us. He would be speaking Russian 
to Rudy and Rudy would have to help him. We’re going to get him out to 
one on the road, though.” 
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Why Fran Rider belongs in the Hockey Hall of Fame: 'She's a true 
pioneer' 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

31/03/2022 

 

Fran Rider has loved hockey from as early as she can remember. 

She grew up as a Toronto Maple Leafs fan in the Original Six era and 
“never missed a minute of any game,” whether tuning in on radio, 
television or those times she was able to watch in the flesh at the storied 
Gardens. Rider took in many of her brother’s minor hockey games for 
Humber Valley, too. She figure skated because finding a girls hockey 
team proved impossible. 

It wasn’t until 1967, when she was in her mid-teens — either 15 or 16 — 
that an opportunity to give the sport a try presented itself. She saw an 
article in the “Toronto Telegram” newspaper noting that a women’s 
tournament in nearby Brampton was starting up and players were 
needed. 

“We had a 7-year-old and a 44-year-old on the team. It was quite 
incredible,” Rider recalls. “But we were playing hockey. Everybody was 
so excited. And we played with bodychecking, which is quite interesting.” 

Rider was in awe of some of her peers on the ice. Once the euphoria 
wore off, she began to think more critically. 

“When I saw the players, I thought, ‘Why isn’t this known? Why aren’t 
these players known?’” she says. “I immediately started thinking we need 
a world championship, we need women’s hockey in the Olympics, and 
we need professional women’s hockey. 

“It didn’t make sense it wasn’t there to me.” 

She’s made the advancement of women’s hockey her life’s work ever 
since. 

Rider has been a driving force behind the sport’s growth for decades. 
She helped found the Ontario Women’s Hockey Association. She 
relentlessly organized the first women’s world tournament, which served 
as a precursor to the inaugural world championship a few years later. 
She pushed to get women’s hockey into the Olympics. She continues to 
try to make hockey better for girls and women of all ages and skill levels. 

“Fran Rider deserved to be in the Hockey Hall of Fame before I did,” says 
Angela James, regarded as arguably the greatest women’s player of all 
time and a 2010 inductee. 

James states her opinion so forcefully, with so much conviction, that it 
might as well be considered a fact. And for good reason. 

James and former Team Canada teammate Cheryl Pounder call Rider a 
“pioneer.” With Women’s History Month about to wrap up, it’s clear the 
sport wouldn’t be where it is today without her. 

As more than six million North Americans tuned in to watch another 
classic Olympic gold medal matchup between Canada and the United 
States last month, Rider was blown away by what she saw. How far the 
game has come isn’t lost on her. 

“It’s hard to put words to that,” says Rider, now 70. “It’s just incredible.” 

Of course, she’s a big reason for that growth — even if the process was 
far from easy. 

Though her love for the sport never waned, she longed for improvements 
to be made and quickly noticed inequalities for female players after she 
first put on hockey skates and equipment as a teenager. 

There were many times she’d have to drive three hours to find a game to 
play in. Those games were three 15-minute, running-time periods — 
something you must see in a rec league today. 

“Women’s hockey was not accepted,” Rider says. “If somebody else 
wanted the ice, whoever they were, you’d often get bumped off early. 
You’d often get ridiculed that you were even playing the game.” 

Rider played a key role in launching the OWHA in 1975 to advocate for 
women’s hockey. Still, noticing tangible signs of progress has been like 
watching grains of sand slide through an hourglass. 

“There isn’t too much that Fran Rider hasn’t done for our game,” James 
says. “Sometimes she gets 10 steps forward and then has to take five 
back because of all the bullshit that’s happening all the time.” 

Rider was still patrolling the blue line for the Brampton Canadettes — 
“She had a very calm demeanour; she didn’t look for trouble, but she 
didn’t shy away from it,” James, a one-time teammate, says — as she 
began to make progress off the ice. 
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She was OWHA president and the Brampton tournament director, when 
in 1985, the event welcomed teams from Holland and West Germany — 
the first appearance of international teams. She couldn’t get enough 
traction to start a world championship, so she committed to the world 
tournament in 1987 instead. 

“It was incredibly difficult and there were very few people that believed in 
it,” Rider says. “But, certainly, the players did.” 

Things were shaping up nicely. There would be teams from Canada and 
the United States. Holland and West Germany appeared locked in. 
Interest in attending was expressed from other countries — including 
Great Britain and Australia. 

The tournament was set for North York, Ont., which is now part of 
Toronto, with one game in Mississauga. Given the discrepancy in skill 
levels and bodychecking rules within and across the various countries, 
Rider thought it would be a good idea to ban hitting from the event. 

Upon hearing the news, a representative from West Germany sent a 
telex — similar to a fax — informing Rider that hockey without 
bodychecking wasn’t hockey and all. They wouldn’t be sending a team. 

“That was devastating to us,” Rider said. 

As interest dropped, Rider was on the verge of pulling the plug three 
months before the scheduled start of the tournament. She began to tell 
those close to her that that’s what was going to happen. 

While captaining the Canadettes in a Central Ontario Women’s Hockey 
League game, Hamilton Golden Hawks opponents came up to Rider so 
frequently after play stoppages that the referee finally pulled her aside to 
ask if everything was all right. Word had spread. Rider’s contemporaries 
wanted answers — hopefully positive ones. 

“You could see the look in their eyes,” Rider says. “It gave me 
perspective. What’s more important is the future of the game. I couldn’t 
say no. We went back to the drawing board and said, ‘Let’s give this 
another shot.’ Thank goodness we did. 

“I gained strength through them. They were opposing players, but who 
cares? They’re teammates in the game.” 

The tournament wasn’t perfect. To say money was tight was a gross 
understatement. Rider and her team had their hats out wherever they 
could as they sought any financial support. 

Equipment and jerseys for Team Canada and Team Ontario players 
came from donations. Sweden needed the backing of Maple Leafs 
defenceman Borje Salming to enter. Players had to pay their own 
expenses. Some of the best players couldn’t afford to come. 

But at least the tourney happened. And it inspired the next wave of 
women’s stars. 

“I went on the ice at the intermission (during one of the games),” says 
Pounder, a two-time Olympic and six-time world championship gold 
medallist, then 10 years old. “I looked around and had that epiphany. 
This is where I want to be.” 

That 1987 event was also important because it gathered delegates 
together in one place for some important conversations about the future 
of the sport. 

Switzerland then hosted an international tournament where 
Czechoslovakia emerged as a keen participant. Rider saw an opportunity 
emerging and garnered enough support for the inaugural women’s world 
championship in Ottawa in 1990. 

Canada won the tournament while wearing pink and white uniforms. 
James dominated, recording 13 points in five games. Geraldine Heaney, 
another future Hall of Famer, scored the signature goal off a rush finished 
with a Bobby Orr-like soar through the air. 

“That goal brought so much credibility,” Rider says. 

It was in this period that the Olympic movement was afoot as the 
countries pressured their respective Olympic committees to get women’s 
hockey into the Games. 

The feedback Rider received was that the grassroots needed to be 
grown first. Rider thought the two areas went hand in hand. 

“You broaden the base through the high performance,” she says. “The 
high performance (players) are the role models to get young girls playing. 
They see what they can be.” 

Following the success of the world tournament and world championship, 
interest in the women’s game took off. 

Pounder competed in the first Canada Winter Games for women in 1991 
and the first under-18 national championship in 1993 for Team Ontario. 

“I came along at the right time for everything,” Pounder says. “I’m a 
beneficiary of that initial impact. That time when no one was sort of 
paying attention is when the advocacy was critical — and Fran was at the 
forefront. Would I have had an opportunity if not for Fran Rider raising 
her concerns or battle for her vision? Probably not.” 

Then Pounder ponders all the progress Rider made in the 1980s and 
1990s and considers her Hall of Fame credentials. 

“It’s that time where she was so impactful why she needs to be 
considered a builder,” she says. 

Adds James: “I don’t think there’s anybody out there that can compare to 
being passionate and wanting it so bad for women’s hockey as Fran 
Rider. She’s a true pioneer.” 

It would appear the heaviest lifting is long out of the way for Rider, but 
don’t tell her that. 

Her dad was a firefighter in Toronto for 41 years. Her mother volunteered 
with children’s groups for more than five decades. Helping make life 
better for people is ingrained in her DNA. 

Rider remains president of the OWHA, and the day-to-day duties are just 
as important to her now as organizing an integral women’s tournament 
35 years ago. 

“You’re just hoping one kid plays for one team,” she says. “It’s important 
to keep the perspective on the house leagues, the competitive and the 
elite, and every single person. There are many challenges, but the 
rewards are great. 

“One person is a big thing. Just helping one person have a happier 
experience in hockey or in life big-picture thing. That’s the same for 
continuing to try and get women’s sports more recognized and credible 
on the world stage.” 

People like Pounder and Jennifer Botterill experienced Rider’s impact in 
their playing days and are still feeling it today. 

Pounder has two daughters — Jaime and Lauren O’Toole, 14 and 11, 
respectively — and both play for the same Brampton Canadettes 
program for which Rider and James played. 

“You have to start from somewhere,” Pounder says. “That somewhere 
was Fran Rider saying, ‘We start here.’ That’s a pioneer. 

“The building was at a time when no one else had the vision or didn’t 
have the gumption or maybe the courage. The dream starts from a seed. 
She was pivotal in laying the groundwork.” 

To Botterill, a four-time Olympian with three gold medals, Rider always 
had some words of encouragement and was there for “unconditional 
support” when she played for the Toronto Aeros and Mississauga Chiefs 
during her national team years. 

Botterill has three daughters. The oldest two — Maya, 6, and Brooklynn, 
4 — usually play on the same team. Her youngest is Wyllow, 2, who 
usually gets on the ice because she and her husband, Adrian Lomonaco, 
coach. She’s sure Rider will have the same effect on them. 
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“You’d be hard pressed to find any female hockey player that has played 
in Ontario that would say that she didn’t have an impact on their career or 
some moments in their growth and development or their hockey journey,” 
Botterill says. 

Rider’s impact isn’t lost on the current generation of players either. 

Brianne Jenner is from Oakville, Ont., and has competed in the last three 
Olympics, winning two gold medals. 

She grew up playing through the OWHA and for Team Ontario in events 
Rider helped create. 

“My generation is standing on the shoulders of the work that she did,” 
Jenner says. “I don’t think we would have the opportunities that we have 
now if it wasn’t for the women that came before us and laid the 
foundation. Our hope is to do the same thing for the next generation. It’s 
people like Fran and her work that inspire us to do the same.” 

Jenner is part of the Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association, 
which is dedicated to promoting and advancing the sport. 

Rider is proud of what they’re trying to accomplish. She’s not finished 
trying to make things better, whether it’s increased media coverage or 
more equality for female players. 

“We just need to keep focused,” Rider says. 

It’s Rider’s passion, dedication and tireless work ethic that make her a 
Hall of Fame person, say those who know her well. 

“She gets a lot of things done, but she doesn’t look for the praise,” says 
James, assistant coach and part-owner of the Premier Hockey 
Federation’s Toronto Six. “She just does what she needs to do to get 
things done. I don’t know how she does it. I’d be retired if I were her.” 

Adds Botterill: “She’s so humble. In her motivation to do things, it was 
never about recognition or about getting a headline for doing something 
well.” 

It’s not that Rider hasn’t been recognized throughout the country or within 
the game. She was inducted into the IIHF Hall of Fame as a builder in 
2015, and she was awarded Member of the Order of Canada the same 
year. She was issued the Order of Hockey in Canada in 2017. 

“I appreciate the awards I’ve had, but I don’t look at any award as mine,” 
Rider says. “The awards are symbolic of everyone I work with. 
Everything is as a team. One thing I’ve found is sometimes it gives you a 
bit more credibility. You’re not just a woman in women’s hockey. You’ve 
been recognized. That’s the part of the awards that’s helped.” 

If James had any sway, Rider would be joining her in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame for all she’s done for women’s hockey. To her, an induction 
ceremony can’t come soon enough. 

“When you take a look at the builders who are in there today, Fran Rider 
totally exceeds — if not is comparable to — any one of those builders 
that are there,” James says. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Penguins-Wild highlights Thursday's slate 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

12:00 PM BST 

 

Throughout the course of a season, players who have been traded or 
signed elsewhere in free agency will skate against former teammates, 
and this process plays out hundreds of times. Tonight's game at the Xcel 

Energy Center will be a bit different -- as Marc-Andre Fleury's last game 
with the Pittsburgh Penguins was nearly five years ago. Nevertheless, for 
one of the newest members of the Minnesota Wild, there will be a lot of 
familiar faces wearing flightless birds on their sweaters tonight. 

Beyond any familiarity between Fleury, Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and others, this matchup is a true gem among the nine on the schedule. 
Entering the game, the host Wild are the No. 2 team in the Central 
Division, currently slated to have home-ice advantage in a first-round 
series against the St. Louis Blues. As for the Penguins, they're jockeying 
for home ice with the New York Rangers in the Metropolitan Division's 
No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup. And yes, in certain possible future worlds, 
tonight's matchup could be repeated in June in the Stanley Cup Final, 
too. But let's not get too far ahead of ourselves. 

These two teams skated to a 5-4 shootout win by the Wild back on Nov. 
6 in Pittsburgh, a game that included a combined 79 shots on goal. Will 
we see that much offense tonight? 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Tampa Bay Lightning vs. A3 Toronto Maple Leafs 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available on ESPN+ 

New Jersey Devils at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Winnipeg Jets at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at New York Islanders, 7 p.m. (ESPN+ national) 

Montreal Canadiens at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Calgary Flames, 9 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 
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Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Winnipeg Jets 3, Buffalo Sabres 2 (SO) 

New York Rangers 5, Detroit Red Wings 4 (OT) 

Edmonton Oilers 4, Los Angeles Kings, 3 (SO) 

St. Louis Blues 4, Vancouver Canucks 3 

Arizona Coyotes 5, San Jose Sharks 2 

Vegas Golden Knights 3, Seattle Kraken 0 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. WPG (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. OTT (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ DET (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 36 
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Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NYI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ MIN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NYI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

New York Islanders 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 17 

Next game: vs. PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ EDM (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Dallas Stars 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 17 

Next game: @ ANA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TOR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 27 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ CGY (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 83% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ SEA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 54% 

Tragic number: 27 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 5% 

Tragic number: 24 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 23 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 
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Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. VGK (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. New York Islanders 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 27 

13. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 
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Sportsnet.ca / Fastest to 50, Maple Leafs' Matthews has bigger goals: 'I 
have a job to do' 

 

Luke Fox 

April 1, 2022, 12:57 AM 

 

“Shooters shoot.” —Auston Matthews 

TORONTO – The crazy thing isn’t that he made history happen. 

The crazy thing is how it happened, and how long they had to wait for it 
to happen. 

The clock on the Auston Matthews 50 Goal Watch started ticking on the 
same night his NHL career did, when the teenager from Arizona hit the 
Ottawa Senators with the four. The rookie ended up with 40 that season, 
and his lamp-lighting pace has never been so slow since. 

Injuries limited the franchise centre to 34 in 2017-18 and 37 in 2018-19, 
but he was on pace for 45 in each of those campaigns. 

Matthews’ knack for the net kicked into hyperdrive in 2019-20 and 2020-
21, but a worldwide pandemic halted his totals at 47 and 41 in those 
marvellous seasons — even though he was tracking 55 and 65, 
respectively, over 82 games. 

As long as a black hole didn’t suck up Scotiabank Arena, the big 5-0 was 
going to happen sooner or sooner. It felt inevitable. 
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Or, as William Nylander put it this week: "He’s calm. We all know he’s 
gonna get 50. No worries." 

What we didn’t know is how, exactly, Matthews would do it. 

As the Toronto Maple Leafs crawled back from 0-2 and 3-2 deficits 
against the Winnipeg Jets Thursday to seize the night — and a thick slice 
of revenge — Nylander (three points for a career-best 64), Ilya Mikheyev 
(three points, including Toronto’s NHL-leading 11th shorthanded strike), 
and Mark Giordano (first goal for his boyhood team) were all in the throes 
of memorable games. 

Yet the player voted Most Likely to Score by his peers had yet to get on 
the board during the eventual 7-3 comeback victory. 

It was not for not trying. 

Knowing a four-game road trip was in the offing, Matthews ripped a 
game-high six shots on net and attempted seven more. 

Alternating chants of “Fif-ty!” and “We! Want! Fif-ty!” swelled in sections 
of the frothing home barn. 

"Oh, yeah," Giordano said. "Every time he got the puck, there was a 
buzz. Especially on the power-play and in the zone. He had some really 
good looks, too." 

The game was essentially over, but with the desperate Jets pulling Eric 
Comrie for an extra skater, why beat traffic when you can witness 
something that hasn’t been done since Matthews was negative three 
years old? 

After David Kämpf hit the post on an empty net, there was an air of 
certainty about who would finish the job. The same guy who won the 
2021 Rocket Richard Trophy without a single empty-net goal. 

"I don't know if I ever really envisioned it being an empty-netter goal, but 
I'll take it," smiled Matthews at the podium. 

He was sopping wet from all the water bottles his teammates showered 
upon him when entering the dressing room. 

"It’s awesome. Just love and support from all these guys. We got an 
extremely close group, and this obviously doesn't happen without all 
these guys on this team," Matthews said. 

"It’s really special to do it here, in front of all the fans. The energy and the 
atmosphere and all that goes into it makes it a lot of fun." 

As fans littered the ice with caps and giveaway T-shirts for a non-hat-trick 
goal, Matthews’ coach and teammates soaked it in. 

For Giordano, he thought of Jarome Iginla’s 50-goal runs in Calgary. 

For Nylander, he was whisked all the way back to childhood. 

"Pretty unreal. It actually reminded me of when I was younger, and my 
dad [Michael] was playing Washington. Ovie scored 50 one night when I 
was there. It was the night where he did the [hot stick celebration]. That's 
brought back some memories, and, I mean, it's just incredible." 

For coach Sheldon Keefe, who routinely preaches team over everything, 
it was important to stop and recognize the individual. 

"I thought it was great to see the fans have that moment for Auston, and 
for Auston to accomplish that on home ice," Keefe said. “A pretty special 
thing. I mean, it's a long time since a Leaf has scored 50." 

Not since Dave Andreychuk in 1993-94. 

Rick Vaive did it three times, topping the leaderboard with 54 in 1981-82. 

Gary Leeman ripped 51 in 1989-90. 

And that’s it. A club of four members. 

None have accomplished the feat as swiftly as Matthews, who only 
needed 62 games. His 91 goals in 114 games since the start of 2020-21 

dwarfs his closest threat; Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl has 80 in 124 
games. 

"It’s pretty impressive how he's been able to do it," Morgan Rielly said. 
"He's been incredibly consistent for us. He shows up every night, plays 
very well on both ends of the puck. The way that he’s able to score close 
to the net, from distance, whatever it may be, is very impressive." 

"Fifty goals is a huge benchmark," adds Wayne Simmonds, a 1,000-
gamer who topped out at 32. "And to see a guy play the way he has, not 
only offensively, but defensively, it takes your breath away every single 
night." 

On the night of Matthews’ historic four-goal debut, the Maple Leafs lost in 
overtime. Matthews, in his postgame interview, lamented his defensive 
effort on the winner. 

He enjoyed scoring the goals, sure. Shooters shoot, right? But he wanted 
the win. 

So, it was telling on this night, with the dial cranked to AM50, what a 38-
year-old Giordano had to say about the Leafs’ youngest forward after 
spending four games in his company. 

"His shot, his release, it's pretty impressive," Giordano began. 

"I've been more impressed, honestly, watching him play defensively 
since I've been here. It's been unreal the way he backchecks and plays 
in his own end." 

As much as he soaked up the moment, Matthews downplayed his place 
in the record books. 

Would he allow himself to ponder his place in Maple Leafs lore on the 
night he scored 50 the fastest? 

"Maybe when I’m done playing, I can think about that stuff," Matthews 
replied. 

"Right now I have a job to do, and it's not finished yet." 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Love seeing John Tavares’s attention to detail. As soon as he 
celebrated Giordano’s first goal as a Maple Leaf, he beelined it to the 
official so he could retrieve the milestone puck for his teammate. 

• Betcha 36 bucks Jack Campbell starts Saturday in Philadelphia. 

• Blake Wheeler did this to Giordano, previously flawless as a Maple 
Leaf: 

• Good first period for the old guys, with all three goal-scorers — 
Wheeler, Giordano and Paul Stastny — members of the NHL’s ever-
shrinking 35 and Older Club. 

Giordano became the oldest defenceman in 52 years to score for the 
Leafs. (A 40-year-old Tim Horton scored his final one in 1970… and 
never did anything of note afterward.) 

Eighteen goals for Stastny, 36, marks the most in a single season for him 
since 2015-16. 

• Quote of the Night: 

"Maybe the best play of the day was David Kämpf hitting the post." —
Sheldon Keefe 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames must up intensity as playoffs draw near: 'There’s a 
lot of work to be done' 
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Eric Francis 

April 1, 2022, 1:26 AM 

 

CALGARY — Darryl Sutter has spent the better part of the week 
reminding his players they haven’t made the playoffs just yet. 

However, playoff-style hockey is here. 

They better get used to it. 

Much like their loss two nights earlier to the Colorado Avalanche, the 
Flames found themselves struggling to generate offence in a tight game 
in which the rink seemed smaller. 

This time it was an LA Kings neutral zone trap that did well to stymie the 
Flames most of the evening in a game ultimately decided in a shootout. 

For a Calgary club that hadn’t lost two games in a row for more than two 
months, a 3-2 loss may serve as a wakeup call of sorts that the way this 
team played to surge to the top of the Pacific Division needs to be 
improved upon. 

The attention to detail is more important, and execution is paramount to 
success. 

Intensity and desperation need to be ramped up. 

“There’s a gradual incline in the state of play, and the level of play, from 
the first game of the year in the NHL to the last one,” said veteran Erik 
Gudbranson, who knows a thing or two about intensity. 

“It’s a constant incline from a number of teams. They become a lot more 
emotional this time of year. 

“It’s desperate times for a lot of teams, and desperate times for us. We’ve 
got to be the more desperate team every night.” 

Three years ago the Flames found it hard to manufacture desperation 
over the final 15 games, as they were able to cruise to the Western 
Conference title. 

They were promptly trounced in the playoffs. 

Limping to the finish won’t be an option under Sutter. 

This team is too smart, skilled and experienced to do that again. 

Despite what is now a five-point cushion and games in hand, the Flames 
were reminded by a scrappy, injury-depleted Kings team on Thursday 
that things get harder and harder this time of year. 

“They play a good 1-3-1 game in the neutral zone and kind of aggravates 
teams at times,” said Johnny Gaudreau, whose bread-and-butter zone 
entries were turned back all night long. 

“You find yourself turning the puck over a lot of the time when you’re 
trying to go through a neutral zone like that. 

“That’s exactly what they did in the second. We turned the puck over, 
they scored and made it 1-0.” 

It was a Gaudreau dump-in, as he headed to the bench, that Anze 
Kopitar batted out of the air and transitioned up ice quickly for Alex Iafallo 
to finish while the Flames scrambled to catch up on the play. 

It gave the Kings a 1-0 lead heading into the third period against a host 
club that sits last in the NHL with just one win when trailing after two 
(they’re now 1-12-2). 

The positives revolve around a third period comeback kick-started by an 
early power play goal by Gaudreau, that was followed by a Gudbranson 
point shot through the Flames’ fourth-line traffic that had them up 2-1 with 
six minutes left. 

Alas, Mikael Backlund lost his man in front two minutes later, allowing 
Viktor Arvidsson to bury a centring pass to send it to overtime. 

It was there Jacob Markstrom made all six saves in an extra frame in 
which the Flames had to kill off an Elias Lindholm penalty. 

It served to emphasize the fact the netminder deserves credit for stealing 
a point. 

Lias Andersson beat Markstrom through the legs to open the shootout in 
which Backlund, Matthew Tkachuk and Gaudreau came up empty. 

“They won the shootout,” shrugged Sutter, whose club played without 
Oliver Kylington for the last half of the third period after he took a high 
stick and crashed face-first into the boards. 

“I thought we fought back. Johnny’s power play goal is a big goal and big 
kill in overtime. 

"I thought we were sluggish at the start, particularly faceoffs." 

The Flames got better as the night went on, but weren’t good enough to 
stop the momentum of a second-place Kings club that inched to within 
five of Calgary despite playing one night earlier in Edmonton. 

“The job is not done by any stretch of the imagination,” said Gudbranson, 
whose club was outshot 32-28. 

“We have a number in our head we need to get to to give ourselves that 
playoff berth, and we haven’t got there yet. So there’s a lot of work to be 
done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' margin for error shrinks further after missed 
opportunity vs. Maple Leafs 

 

Ken Wiebe 

April 1, 2022, 1:48 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — There was not a whole lot to glean from sifting through the 
wreckage of this blowout. 

The mirage of an early 2-0 lead for the Winnipeg Jets was nothing but a 
distant memory by the time captain Blake Wheeler, forward Nikolaj 
Ehlers and interim head coach Dave Lowry stepped to the microphone to 
take questions from those on the scene in Toronto. 

While the sting of this 7-3 defeat at the hands of the Toronto Maple Leafs 
was still fresh, players and coach alike were adjusting their sights toward 
the future, while fully recognizing the opportunity that was lost and what it 
means in the grand scheme of things for a team who is quickly coming to 
the end of the runway that is the 82-game regular season. 

“There are some areas that we continue to have to improve on,” Lowry 
told reporters. “You have to have a short-term memory at this time of the 
year.” 

Such is life when a team is occupying that lonely and uncomfortable 
space in hockey purgatory — close enough to remain within striking 
distance of that second wild card spot in the Western Conference but far 
enough away to know that the margin for error is down to a very small 
number of losses. 

For those of you scoring at home, with 13 games remaining, the Jets 
cannot afford more than one loss per week over the next month — and 
likely not even that many, when you consider the pace the Dallas Stars 
(who won in OT on Thursday to move three points up on the Jets while 
holding three games in hand) are playing at right now. 

That’s a tall order to ask of any team, but given the up-and-down nature 
of the campaign, those are the circumstances the Jets — whose three-
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game winning streak was snapped on Thursday — are forced to deal 
with right now. 

As often as Lowry has cited the need for a narrow focus at this time of 
the season, there is one element of the equation where having that short-
term memory has not served the Jets well. 

And for as good a job as they’ve done in going 11-5-1 during a stretch 
that pushed them back on the periphery of this playoff race, the inability 
to prevent the self-inflicted wounds from costing them is something they 
won’t be able to forget when it comes to the evaluation of this season. 

Those puck management woes were prevalent once again, after the Jets 
built a lead on a sensational individual effort from Wheeler (who 
extended his point streak to seven games) and a wraparound from Paul 
Stastny. 

A careless turnover on the backhand at the offensive blue line from 
centre Mark Scheifele helped turn the tide, even if the Jets had time to 
recover defensively before Mark Giordano used a double bank off Logan 
Stanley and Brenden Dillon to help the Maple Leafs get on the board. 

Then a parade to the penalty box — including several undisciplined 
offensive-zone minors — proved to be costly as the top-ranked power 
play in the NHL struck three times with the man-advantage. 

Although Ehlers managed a power-play goal of his own, the Jets also 
gave up a shorthanded marker to make it a 5-3 game and they never 
really recovered as they lost the special-teams battle 4-1. 

On that shortie by Ilya Mikheyev, Scheifele appeared to have the Maple 
Leafs forward in his sights but couldn’t track him down on the backcheck 
or disrupt his shot. 

After putting together two strong games while playing on a separate line 
from Wheeler, Scheifele’s past two efforts were not at the standard he 
set for himself over the course of his NHL career. 

With top scorer Kyle Connor and defenceman Nate Schmidt missing the 
second of three games after landing in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, the 
timing couldn’t have been much worse for this regression for Scheifele — 
who did make a smart play in the D-zone that helped him earn an assist 
on the goal from Stastny. 

Scheifele’s ability to find his offensive touch since the NHL All-Star break 
is one of the reasons the Jets got back into this race, but when his 
attention to detail on the defensive side of the puck slips, he often ends 
up on the uncomfortable side of the highlight reel. 

This isn’t about pointing the finger at one single player, the Jets were not 
nearly good enough collectively. 

When you face a team that’s now eclipsed 90 points, subpar efforts don’t 
often measure up. 

Near perfection is required and the Jets got nowhere close to reaching 
that level. 

"I thought we played good in the first and then I think we were cooked the 
rest of the game,” said Wheeler. “We just didn't have anything.” 

One of the reasons they didn’t have much left in the tank after enduring a 
busy stretch on the schedule that included seven games over the past 12 
days was that they haven’t been able to lean on the fourth line enough 
this season. 

That’s a theme that dates back to a large chunk of time during the Paul 
Maurice era and it's one that must be corrected moving forward. 

Yes, the Jets have a number of highly-skilled players who love to play 
20-plus minutes per game and, of course, it makes sense to ride those 
horses on many nights. But it also comes with a cost. 

Because of that reliance, on some nights several of those top guns don’t 
have as much to give — especially when a team reaches the 69-game 
mark. 

Routinely playing five or six minutes isn’t enough for the fourth line and 
the toll that’s taken on the other forwards was on display here. 

The Jets open a three-game homestand on Saturday against the Los 
Angeles Kings and they’ll need to find a way to power through before 
having a three-day break. They host the Detroit Red Wings next 
Wednesday. 

“We’re in a spot where we need to win games and besides playoffs this is 
the toughest time of the year,” said Ehlers. “Wins are not easy to get, so 
we need to just continue grinding. It doesn’t matter if we would have 
been out by now or like right now we’re still in it, there’s got to be some 
belief in winning games because we’ve got the team to do it. 

“We’ve played some really good games this year and played some really 
bad games, and we’ve just got to get some wins. That’s the way it is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Senators still have opportunity to realize 
Eugene Melnyk’s dreams 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

March 31, 2022, 8:00 AM 

 

• Why players think Evgenii Dadonov has a lot of guts 

• Post-season salary cap is hot topic, and Ken Holland has thoughts 

• Sheldon Kennedy is feeling positive after meeting with NHL GMs 

I don’t remember the exact date. I think it was April 24, 2010 — with 
Ottawa and Pittsburgh in Game 6 of an entertaining first-round series. 

But I do remember the incident. 

We were waiting to conduct a between-periods interview. Behind us, 
Senators owner Eugene Melnyk was trying to get into his team’s dressing 
room. He wanted to address the players, implore them to victory. A team 
employee tried to talk him out of it. But Melnyk was adamant, moving 
toward the door. 

Suddenly, the late GM Bryan Murray burst into the hallway, having taken 
the elevator down from the pressbox. He grabbed Melnyk, sighed when 
he saw the cameras, ushering away the owner. Totally wild scene. 

Later, another employee said that moment revealed two things: how 
badly Melnyk wanted the Senators to win, and how Murray was the only 
person who could stop Melnyk in those moments. 

“I think (Eugene is) beside Bryan Murray,” current GM Pierre Dorion 
perfectly eulogized on Tuesday. “They’re analyzing every trade, 
transaction, signing and draft pick we’ve made the last five years.” 

Despite Melnyk’s complex hockey legacy in our national capital, Ottawa-
based compatriot Kyle Bukauskas said Senators fans chose to 
remember the good in the immediate aftermath of his death. He saved 
the team in 2003, buying it (and its arena) when Canadian owners were 
drowning with the dollar worth 70 cents (U.S.). There were times people 
would say, “Well, he got a great deal,” and the counter would be, 
“Anyone could have had it, but no one else wanted it.” 

When Hockey Night in Canada was still on CBC, we asked Melnyk one 
Saturday night to address a losing streak. He told us he believed in his 
group, that they could go all the way. The Senators finished something 
like 26th that year. 

That’s the way it should have stayed, Melnyk riding the emotional 
rollercoaster with the fanbase. That’s a real connection. Ottawa was a 
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true Twisted Colossus throughout his reign. After reaching the Stanley 
Cup Final in 2007, the Senators basically alternated between playoff 
team and non-playoff team for a decade. Then came Erik Karlsson at his 
absolute best, spearheading a marvellous run to Game 7 of the 2017 
Eastern Conference Final, a painful double-overtime loss to Pittsburgh. 

It’s something I’ve thought about from time to time: who wins that Stanley 
Cup if it’s Nashville vs. Ottawa? Tough, tough call. 

The Senators cratered after that run. Karlsson to San Jose. Mark Stone 
to Vegas. 

And we gained greater knowledge of deep off-ice fissures in the 
foundation. For the second time, the franchise’s greatest player, Daniel 
Alfredsson, was alienated. Good employees were driven out, if not 
quitting in exasperation. Others stayed, despite stressful work life. A 
really fun weekend — the outdoor NHL 100 Classic — was tarnished by 
Melnyk's horribly ill-timed threats to move. That angered both the fans, 
and the NHL. Fourteen months later, plans for a downtown arena fell 
apart amidst duelling lawsuits and angry accusations. 

Fans wished him to sell, and there was plenty of interest — but Melnyk 
refused. He made it very clear at Board of Governors meetings that he 
had no interest in doing so (although the NHL laughed off at least one 
lowball offer). The Senators were a huge part of his identity, and he 
repeatedly indicated he wished for daughters Anna and Olivia to take 
over. 

“The franchise will run in the ordinary course,” Bettman said on Tuesday. 
“They have professional management. I’ve been in touch with the 
executor. Beyond that, all of the issues, in terms of what the future looks 
like? … Those are questions that will get dealt with over time, particularly 
by his daughters and by his executor.” 

There was angst at a Wednesday morning La Presse story — quickly 
refuted by the Senators — about playing five games in Quebec City. 
We’re going to hear more rumours about potential sales, things of this 
nature. It’s not pretty, but nature abhors a vacuum. 

The key thing to know is the NHL was very protective of Melnyk and the 
Senators. They’d warn not to predict the team was in any danger of 
moving. They pushed back against some tough stories. And they were 
well aware as, sadly, Melnyk’s health deteriorated over the past couple of 
weeks. 

I do believe they have a vision of a strong organization in a beautiful, new 
downtown arena. 

That process is underway, again. Bids were due Feb. 28. Although it is 
still a confidential process, it’s widely believed the Senators are pursuing 
it. Meanwhile, fans put their faith in a strong collection of young, talented 
players. 

Nothing ever happens the way we expect. The Melnyk era began with 
great promise. There’s still the opportunity to accomplish those dreams. 

32 Thoughts 

1. One thing I wish I would have been more clear about last weekend: 
the NHL will not initiate any sanctions against Ottawa for the Evgenii 
Dadonov trade snafu. However, there is a mechanism in the NHL bylaws 
where one organization has the opportunity to air valid grievances 
against another with relief granted, if deemed appropriate. It’s up to 
Vegas. 

2. One more note on Dadonov. Several players went the extra mile to 
express admiration for everything he did last week: standing up for his 
rights under intense pressure – when the easy move would have been to 
back down – delivering on the ice with five points in two games, in 
victories the Golden Knights desperately needed. His peers certainly 
noticed. 

3. Let’s empty the notebook from the GM meetings. You could tell how 
much they enjoyed being around each other for the first time in two 
years. Sadly, Melnyk’s death overshadowed everything else, not that 

there was anything supremely newsworthy. There was a show of hands 
on how many managers really felt something needs to be done with a 
salary cap for the playoffs. Enough hands were raised that the NHL 
promised to discuss it with the NHLPA, but it’s also pretty clear the 
league isn’t enthused about “giving up” something to change the CBA. 
One GM laughed last summer that none of this would be an issue if 
Nikita Kucherov hadn’t openly bragged about it in the aftermath of Tampa 
winning the Cup in 2021, and still has the same opinion. Lesson: If you 
don’t sell “$18M over the cap” T-shirts when you win it all, this all goes 
away. 

4. Edmonton’s Ken Holland was the manager who asked for the post-
season cap conversation. He told a fantastic story about the creation of 
the system in 2005. “They were explaining how it was going to work,” he 
said. “Remember in 2002, (Detroit) played Carolina for the Stanley Cup. I 
brought up the series before Carolina played us: It was against Toronto, 
and the Maple Leafs had something like 10 players injured. How would 
they have a competitive roster if there was a cap? There was silence on 
the other end of the phone.” Holland is right about that spring. Only 
seven Toronto skaters played all 20 of its postseason games, and the 
Maple Leafs used 26 overall. “The next time we spoke, the cap idea was 
gone,” he added. “So the original plan was to have a cap in the playoffs.” 

5. Holland raised some interesting points when we discussed his 
thinking. He talked about signing Henrik Zetterberg to a back-diving 12-
year, $73-million contract in January 2009. Legal at the time, it became 
illegal when the next CBA was negotiated, in 2013. His point was, 
feelings change, and there’s nothing wrong with seeing how everyone’s 
ideas evolve. He likes the idea of a “hybrid” set-up, where you can carry 
as many bodies as you want, but can only dress a 20-player game roster 
that’s cap compliant. It makes a lot of sense on its face, but one thing 
NHL director of hockey ops Colin Campbell really does well is challenge 
you to think about “unintended consequences.” When replay was coming 
in, I was an absolute supporter. He warned that certain things would 
happen we weren’t going to like, and was absolutely right. So, I try to 
predict what could go wrong. Here’s my concern with that “hybrid idea”: 
teams and fans are going to go ballistic when they lose a Game 7 or the 
Stanley Cup with a good player on the sidelines because of it — a player 
acquired under perfectly legitimate conditions. (As Gord Stellick pointed 
out, that’s a tough one for a fan paying $1,000 for their playoff night out.) 
Imagine being the player who votes for a CBA amendment to allow that. 

6. Obviously, Vegas is under scrutiny because of all their injuries. 
Commissioner Gary Bettman said, “Based on what I know about it to this 
point, yes” he’s satisfied the Golden Knights are in compliance. GM Kelly 
McCrimmon, asked if the NHL or any other teams had complained to him 
about their cap usage, replied, “Not once. In any way, shape or form.” 

7. One GM suggested privately that players such as Ryan Kesler, Bryan 
Little and Shea Weber should not be available for trade. If he gets injured 
for you, you can use for LTIR, but no one else. However, there are others 
who completely disagree. 

8. For all the talk about playoff LTIR, several executives wondered why 
there isn’t more discussion about the “four-recall rule” after the trade 
deadline. Until your AHL team is eliminated, you can make only four call-
ups (with exceptions for emergency conditions). “That’s where you can 
really get stuck in case of injuries,” one said, “especially if you’re playing 
someone whose AHL team is out and yours isn’t.” That’s also a CBA 
issue. 

9. There was talk about giving officials the option to erase any major that 
is reviewed, and found to be an improper call. Right now, a major can be 
reduced to two minutes, but not entirely eliminated. That isn’t changing 
— for now — and one of the concerns is what was seen at the NCAA 
level. It led to more reviews and longer games. The NHL doesn’t want 
things going past two hours and 30 minutes (unless a playoff overtime). 
More delays and fans sitting around? No way, not wanted. 

10. Readers generally like hearing these kinds of numbers, and thank 
you to NHL.com's Dan Rosen for helping with them. Hockey is better 
when there’s no defence, and this is a unique year in the sense that goal 
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scoring is rising during the season. At the one-quarter mark, we were at 
5.9 goals per game. Now, we’re at 6.2, which would be the largest such 
increase in 30 years. This is a rare trend for the league, and entertaining. 
We are also seeing a greater percentage of goals scored at even-
strength than we’re used to — 78 per cent, which would be second-
highest since 1967-68 expansion. (Highest was 79 per cent, in 1972-73.) 
This is going to be controversial among the fan base. Some of you are 
going to like it, some of you aren’t. I’ve said many times that I’d like to 
see the star players get the benefit of an extra call or two per game, but 
there are a lot of people inside the sport who disagree. In 2005-06, the 
Year of the Great Crackdown, 61 per cent of goals were at even-
strength, 34 per cent on the man-advantage. (Now it is 78 and 20.) That 
wasn’t overly popular inside the sport. My bet is they like 78 much more 
than 61, but I’m not sure where the sweet spot should be. I’m willing to 
hear your theories. 

11. Since the last GM meeting (March 2020), the NHL conducted 
500,000 COVID tests, with 901 players on the COVID list (21 coaches 
this season alone). There were 2,133 games played, 53 per cent of them 
without fans — which sucked. There were 160 postponed games. You’d 
have to go back 65 years to count up that many postponed games before 
COVID. 

12. It was good to see Sheldon Kennedy feeling positive about where the 
NHL is headed regarding training for a respectful workplace. Winnipeg is 
the first team to complete the training, with the other six Canadian teams 
scheduled to finish by June 30. The American teams will take longer, 
because different states have different rules. The updated package for 
them will be finalized by end of August, with those teams required to 
complete their training by end of October. 

13. “This is about good business,” Kennedy said. “If we want to advance 
the culture ... this is about practice, not perfection.” One of the things that 
struck him is that everyone has to take a survey at the start of their 
training. I haven’t seen the specific questions, but, as Kennedy explained 
it, you’re asked about certain situations and have to retake the survey at 
the end of the sessions. He can tell by the results that those answering 
the questions are learning what is — and isn’t — acceptable in their 
environment. The NHL indicated it will publicize the data when training is 
complete. 

14. I saw all of your Chris Rock jokes about the NHL Awards being 
hosted in the city where Games 3 and 4 of the Stanley Cup Final are to 
be played. 

15. Couldn’t see much of Toronto-Boston on Tuesday night because of 
travel, but certainly was aware of the fallout from Taylor Hall-Ilya 
Lyubushkin. Sent about 50 texts asking people what they thought, 
actually was surprised at how many felt it was nothing more than a minor 
penalty. Suffice it to say Toronto disagreed. Auston Matthews and Jason 
Spezza were suspended for retaliatory actions, as was Dylan Larkin for 
punching Mathieu Joseph (then of Tampa) after Joseph hit him into the 
boards from behind. 

16. Buffalo has told goalie Craig Anderson it would like to have him back 
next season. The Sabres are willing to wait on his timetable — see how 
he feels after the season — but he knows the red carpet is rolled out for 
a return. 

17. The Sabres have done an excellent job identifying two young 
goaltending talents, but are waiting to find out if they can sign either one. 
They should know in the next day or so if Northeastern’s Devon Levi is 
joining the Sabres or going back to college. He was acquired in the Sam 
Reinhart trade, and his rights belong to Buffalo for two more years. The 
other is Michigan’s Erik Portillo, drafted 67th in 2019. He’s with the 
Wolverines at the Frozen Four, so we won’t know until after — but 
Portillo is one year from unrestricted free agency. 

18. Nashville was one of the teams interested in Phil Kessel. 

19. Holland said his plan remains to figure out Jay Woodcroft’s future at 
the end of the season. The interim coach needs a new contract. The 
Oilers are 14-7-2 under him. 

20. Had a few sources in the Boston area say they are very curious to 
see what Jayden Struble decides. Montreal’s 2019 second-rounder has 
one more year at Northeastern until unrestricted free agency. Guillaume 
Lefrancois of La Presse reported there is some agreement going back to 
school would be good for Struble, but others suspect the defender would 
like to begin his pro career. 

21. Detroit, Minnesota and Philadelphia are believed to be among the 
heaviest pursuers for free-agent Ben Meyers at the University of 
Minnesota. Still has a Frozen Four to play, though. 

22. Last weekend featured the final home games for the U.S. National 
Development Team before the Under-18 World Championships next 
month in Germany. Among GMs in attendance: Chuck Fletcher 
(Philadelphia), Ron Francis (Seattle), Pat Verbeek (Anaheim). 

23. Really enjoyed the CHL Top Prospects game last week in Kitchener, 
Ont. Got to meet a nice young minor hockey player — Taezen Donaghy 
from the New Hamburg Huskies. (New Hamburg is about a 25-minute 
drive from the rink.) There is something intense and raw about watching 
one prospect (OHL Kingston’s Shane Wright) go on a breakaway against 
another (WHL Prince George goalie Tyler Brennan) while their parents 
are sitting beside each other. A respectful silence between them, while 
their insides are undoubtedly screaming for each boy’s success. 

24. It’s not announced yet, but several CHL teams are indicating a ban 
will be enforced against selecting Russians and Belorussians in the 
upcoming import draft. Existing prospects will be grandfathered, allowed 
to return next year. 

25. Clayton Keller is 50th in the NHL in points per game (0.95), just two 
points off his career high 65 from 2017-18. Unfortunately, it looks like his 
season came to an end Wednesday after going feet-first into the boards 
on an awkward, non-dirty play. It’s a shame, especially since his mother 
was in attendance when it occurred. “We're all sad to see him not just 
getting hurt but being in pain like that,” head coach Andre Tourigny said 
postgame. “The game is completely irrelevant.” The last time I had a 
chance to talk to Keller, he was reading the Mamba Mentality. Looking 
forward to seeing him back — and better than ever — next season. 

26. Sounds like the concern about Nathan MacKinnon is a finger. He 
skated on his own Wednesday. He’ll probably cut it off and score 15 
playoff goals without it. 

27. Leon Draisaitl and Auston Matthews (49), Chris Kreider (46), Alex 
Ovechkin (42) and Kyle Connor (41) all have a shot at 50 goals. The NHL 
hasn’t had three 50-goal scorers in one season since 2009-10 (Sidney 
Crosby, Steven Stamkos, Ovechkin). We haven’t had more than that 
since 2005-06 (Jonathan Cheechoo, Jaromir Jagr, Ilya Kovalchuk, 
Ovechkin and Dany Heatley). 

28. Sportsnet’s Shawn McKenzie asked Claude Giroux about all the 
adjustments you have to make on a new team. “That’s a long list,” Giroux 
replied. One thing definitely noticed, the Panthers force him to play at a 
higher pace than the Flyers did, simply because of the urgency of 
preparing for the playoffs. 

29. Sean Reynolds had a couple of good questions for Patrik Laine upon 
his return to Winnipeg. Who is the best No. 29 in Blue Jackets’ history? 
You or your head coach, Brad Larsen? “I don’t want to piss him off, so I’ll 
say (him),” the sharpshooter replied. Laine versus Connor Hellebuyck on 
a breakaway, who wins? “I’ll take that bet any day of the week, I’ll bet on 
myself,” was the answer. Good stuff. 

30. Earlier this month, NFL wide receiver Calvin Ridley was suspended 
the entire 2022 season for gambling on games. In the aftermath, the NHL 
sent out a reminder memo that betting on any NHL game “Is absolutely 
prohibited, even in jurisdictions where sports betting is legal.” The policy 
applies to all GMs, coaches, players, officials, league and club 
executives, and all other league and club employees. (I didn’t realize it 
extended to that many people.) Violation of the rule could result in 
expulsion, suspension, cancellation of a contract or fines. 
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31. I think Auston Matthews re-signs in Toronto — as long as he believes 
in the direction of the team. 

32. Jari Byrski has taught skills to NHLers and minor hockey players for 
decades — a resume that includes Brent Burns, Alex Pietrangelo, Jason 
Spezza and Steven Stamkos. Now, he’s attempting another assist, 
helping 67 young Ukrainian players and their traveling companions (138 
people total) stranded in Sanok, Poland since the start of the invasion. 
Link to his GoFundMe can be found here. 
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TSN.CA / With milestone in reach, Matthews has chance to create 
special moment for Leafs fans 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs skated at Scotiabank Arena on Thursday. 

Auston Matthews has delivered plenty of electrifying moments during his 
six-season run in Toronto.  

"It's a lot of fun, especially when the crowd's into it," the 24-year-old said. 
"You feel the atmosphere and the energy and that kind of stuff really 
ignites you as a player, when you just kind of feed off the energy of the 
home crowd. That's what makes it so special playing here." 

Matthews now has a chance to create another special moment. He's one 
goal away from 50 with a four-game trip coming up. If he wants to hit the 
milestone at home, it likely has to be against the Winnipeg Jets on 
Thursday night.  

"Last year we didn't have fans so this year there's been a little more 
enthusiasm from the fans," said Scarborough, Ont., native Wayne 
Simmonds. "So, I have no doubt that if Auston gets the 50 marker 
tonight, they're going to go crazy." 

    Auston Matthews, on the morning he could hit 50 … 
pic.twitter.com/Ba0P1KSexJ 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 31, 2022 

Only four players in franchise history have scored 50 goals in one 
season. Dave Andreychuk was the last to do it back in the 1993-94 
season. Gary Leeman did it in 1989-90 while Rick Vaive did it on three 
occasions and owns the record for quickest route to that magical mark. 
Vaive reached 50 goals in his 69th game during the 1983-84 season. 
Matthews will play his 62nd game of the season tonight.  

"It feels like another game day," Matthews insisted. "I don't stress about 
that too much. I just try and go out there and play my game and have 
fun."  

It's been a methodical march toward history for Matthews, especially of 
late. He has scored 12 goals in March, matching his career high in a 
calendar month (also set in February 2021 and April 2021). Per the Elias 
Sports Bureau, only two Leafs over the last 35 years who have scored 
more than 12 goals in a calendar month are Wendel Clark (14 in 
November 1993) and Andreychuk (13 in December 1993).  

Matthews is on the brink of something truly remarkable, which makes his 
approach all the more notable.  

"He wants to score and help the team as much as he can and knows he 
has the ability to do great things," said coach Sheldon Keefe, "but I don't 
think he gets too worked up about it. He has great confidence in his 
ability to just stay focused, control what he can control, and go out and 
compete and play."  

"Business as usual," Simmonds observed. "You guys watch Auston 
score, he rarely gets excited unless it's a huge goal for the team. We're 
excited for him. We're very excited. Obviously, 50 goals is a huge 
benchmark and to see a guy play the way he has not only offensively, but 
defensively, it takes your breath away every single night." 

Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl moved into a tie with Matthews for the goal-
scoring lead with his canada world cup 49th tally on Wednesday night.  

"Of course I'd like to beat him," the Oilers star told reporters, "but I don't 
think he's gonna stay at 49, to be honest." 

Draisaitl appears far from done as well. He has racked up 11 goals in his 
last 10 games.  

"I'm not too surprised," said Matthews, the reigning Rocket Richard 
Trophy winner. "He makes stuff happen every night. He's a big body. He 
finds the back of the net pretty occasionally so I'm not surprised. He's 
one of best in the game." 

Matthews on Rocket Race with surging Draisaitl: 'He makes stuff happen 
every night' 

Leon Draisaitl is on a heater, and neck-and-neck with Auston Matthews 
in the race for the Rocket Richard trophy as both players sit at 49 goals 
on the year. Draisaitl said he'd be lying if he didn't admit he was paying 
attention to Matthews' production, while Matthews said that Draisaitl is 
"one of the best in the game." 

Patrik Laine, who went second overall behind Matthews at the 2016 NHL 
draft, picked up a primary assist on Tuesday when Vladislav Gavrikov 
tapped home a rebound off his shot from near the blue line. Was Laine 
shooting for a rebound?   

"No, I don't shoot for rebounds. I shoot to score, so … no," the Blue 
Jackets sniper told reporters in Columbus.  

"I don't blame him for saying that," Matthews said. "He obviously wires 
the puck and there's a good chance it's going in every time he shoots it."  

Does Matthews ever shoot for rebounds?  

"It's all situational," he said. "Sometimes the situation you're in, it's not a 
likely chance of scoring but, you know, shooters shoot. I'm the kind of 
guy who likes to shoot the puck. I don't think I'm ever going to not shoot 
[to score], but a lot of times it can be situational." 

Inside a jubilant dressing room after an emotional win against Toronto on 
Dec. 5, Jets centre Mark Scheifele asked his teammates, "Is there 
anything better than beating the Leafs?!" 

"That's fine," said Simmonds. "Whatever. They got the win and they're 
allowed to enjoy it the way they want, but tonight will be a different story." 

Simmonds feels like most teams relish the chance to beat the Leafs. 
Why?  

"We're Toronto," Simmonds said. "I'm not trying to be arrogant or cocky, 
but I feel like Toronto is kind of universally known as the centre of the 
hockey world. I know when I used to play against the Leafs, I'd want to 
crush'em every single time. So, I know that feeling. I have no doubt that 
every single player in the league feels that way when they play against 
us." 

After sitting as a healthy scratch on Tuesday in Boston, Simmonds will 
draw back in for the grudge match against Winnipeg. He will replace 
Colin Blackwell, who scored against the Bruins. Toronto's fourth line on 
Thursday will feature Jason Spezza between Kyle Clifford and 
Simmonds.  

"Blackwell probably played his best game the other night and he'll go 
back in on Saturday," Keefe explained, "but I wanted to get these three 
veteran guys an opportunity to come in and play in a very hard and 
competitive game against a team that, you know, those three guys 
played and it didn't go so well for us last time. So, here we go, give them 
another opportunity to play." 
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The December game in Winnipeg started unravelling early in the third 
period after Pierre-Luc Dubois pulled Matthews to the ice and the two 
engaged in a wrestling match. Both players got called for roughing. The 
Leafs felt this decision – not singling out Dubois, who seemed to initiate 
things – opened the door for what followed.  

During the ensuing four-on-four, Neal Pionk injured Rasmus Sandin with 
a knee-on-knee hit. Spezza then concussed the Jets defenceman on a 
retaliatory hit. Both Pionk (two games) and Spezza (four games) were 
suspended for their actions. Pionk ended up missing three games due to 
the injury. Sandin didn't return to the Leafs lineup until Jan. 1.  

After the plays by Pionk and Spezza, Simmonds tried to initiate a fight 
with a couple Jets, including Logan Stanley, and received a 10-minute 
misconduct for his efforts. Clifford proceeded to fight Brendan Dillon. 
Michael Bunting and Jansen Harkins got into it and were assessed 
rouging minors.  

After serving the misconduct, Simmonds returned to the ice and went 
after Josh Morrissey in the final minute. Stanley came in to defend his 
teammate, but the officials stopped things before any fists flew. Stanley 
left the ice with arms raised – V for victory – to a loud ovation. 

"We got to be prepared to compete and play within whatever the game is 
going to bring and be comfortable inside that," Keefe said of the rematch. 
"It's going to be a physical game. We're hoping so. All our games have 
been more physical of late and I think part of that is just our team has 
been very purposeful and more physical and more engaged." 

The Leafs were happy with how they responded to Boston's chippy play 
on Tuesday night.  

"If they want to go around and do that, they're more than welcome to," 
said Alex Kerfoot. "It doesn't bother us at all as a group. I thought we 
stuck together well. We controlled the pace of the game for the most 
part." 

Ilya Lyubushkin left Tuesday's game after taking a punch to the head 
from Taylor Hall in the second period. The Bruins winger didn't care for a 
hit by the Leafs defenceman moments earlier and retaliated against the 
unsuspecting Lyubushkin.  

Lyubushkin returned to the ice on Thursday morning, but will miss the 
game against Winnipeg.  

"Lyubushkin is doing well," said Keefe. "He did have a number of 
symptoms the other night and because of that they want to be extra 
cautious with him." 

Lyubushkin skated on his own before the main session.  

"We're happy to hear that it looks like it's not going to be serious," Keefe 
said. 

    Ilya Lyubushkin on the ice ahead of Leafs morning skate @TSN_Edge 
pic.twitter.com/BtVaKb7c2T 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 31, 2022 

Hall was fined, not suspended, for the punch on Lyubushkin. 

"He's a guy who has been playing very well for us, so for him to not be 
available as a result of a play like that is tough to take," Keefe said.  

Justin Holl also left Tuesday's game after taking a puck to the head, but 
the defenceman was able to skate this morning and will play tonight.  

With Lyubushkin out, Morgan Rielly will reunite with T.J. Brodie on the 
top pair while Holl will get his first look alongside trade deadline pick-up 
Mark Giordano, who has made a good first impression on the Leafs while 
taking most of his shifts alongside rookie Timothy Liljegren on the third 
pair.  

"We have a pretty good sample with Liljegren," Keefe said of the four-
game stretch. "It's a chance to get him a look with Holl and get Brodie 

back with Rielly, which we haven't had for quite some time now. It's a 
good opportunity for us to look at some different things." 

Carl Dahlstrom will draw in and play alongside Liljegren. Dahlstrom, a 
former Jet, suited up in his one and only game with the Leafs back on 
Jan. 22.  

"The feedback that we've gotten from the Marlies has been great," said 
Keefe. "Any time I've turned my TV on and watched, he's been great. 
And when he's been around here he's done a good job and [assistant 
coach] Dean [Chynoweth] is comfortable with him." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) March 31, 2022 

With Sandin (knee) and Jake Muzzin (concussion) already out, the Leafs 
are currently down three defencemen.  

Muzzin, who has been sidelined since Feb. 21, is inching toward a return. 
He's been practising in a red no-contact sweater since March 16.  

"He's been doing quite a bit, but not full contact," Keefe said. "So, the 
lack of practice time for us has kind of hurt him in that sense of being 
comfortable and confident coming back to play. But he's really close." 

Keefe expects Muzzin to accompany the Leafs on the upcoming road 
trip, which includes games against Philadelphia, Tampa Bay, Florida and 
Dallas.  

Petr Mrazek is expected to miss at least six weeks after sustaining a 
groin injury – his third of the season – on Tuesday night.  

Erik Kallgren will start Thursday's game against Winnipeg.  

"Kallgren's done a great job," said Keefe. "He's won big games for us. He 
comes in the other night on the road against the Boston Bruins with lots 
of game left and it's a tight game at that point [and wins]. He beat 
Carolina in here. I mean, he's won us some big games. He's gaining 
confidence the more comfortable he gets here." 

Kallgren has allowed 11 goals in his last three appearances, posting an 
.855 save percentage in those games.  

The Leafs decided to cancel Wednesday's practice to give players a 
chance to rest up following two big divisional wins over Florida and 
Boston. That move, however, likely delayed the return of No. 1 goalie 
Jack Campbell, who has been out with a rib injury since March 8.  

"He's been working real hard," said Keefe. "He's actually cleared 
medically at this point, it's just a matter of him feeling good and ready to 
play in a game. It's been a while since we've had full practice as a team 
so he isn't going to play tonight." 

Simmonds, Spezza and Clifford have all taken turns sitting as a healthy 
scratch of late.  

"Naturally, you get upset and you look for answers for what you need to 
do better," Simmonds said. "I know I need to play better and that’s up to 
me." 

The stakes for all three veterans on the fourth line are higher than usual 
tonight as Keefe has already declared that Blackwell will draw back in for 
Saturday's game in Philadelphia. The recently-signed Nick Abruzzese is 
also expected to get a look soon.  

"All three of them, to me, have to continue to get better," said Keefe. 
"Blackwell's come in and done a great job for us and he's got a leg up on 
them. Those are veteran guys that we respect greatly and we want them 
to continue to find their game." 

Lines at Leafs skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot 

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall 

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds 
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Abruzzese, Blackwell 

Rielly - Brodie 

Giordano - Holl 

Dahlstrom - Liljegren 

Muzzin - Hollowell 

Kral 

Kallgren starts 

Hutchinson 
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