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Like Duke, UNC, Hurricanes want to keep on winning, stay hot for Stanley Cup playoffs 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes players and coaches, being sports 
fans, have their NCAA Tournament and Final Four favorites. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis and his family are longstanding 
Duke fans. Center Vincent Trocheck said he’s pulling for 
Duke, smiling and saying, “We’ve got a lot of guys in this 
locker room who like UNC, so I can’t join them.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has tried to stay 
diplomatically neutral, noting the Duke-Carolina game 
Saturday in the Final Four is a special moment for the state 
and saying the good thing was that one team will have a 
chance to “play for it all” — the national title on Monday. 

The Hurricanes would like to play for it all before their 
season’s over. For now, they have 14 games remaining 
before the Stanley Cup playoffs begin and will be on the ice 
Saturday night at PNC Arena, hosting the Minnesota Wild, 
while so many are focused on New Orleans and that other 
game. 

With a 45-15-8 record, 98 points and their first-place 
standing in the Metropolitan Division, the Canes’ top priority 
at this point is to reach the finish line of the regular season 
with a healthy team while piling up as many wins and points 
as possible. They’ve had forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi go 
down with an injury on Monday, but he should return in a few 
weeks, Brind’Amour said. 

What to play for? 

“In the back of everybody’s head we know what our main 
goal is,” defenseman Tony DeAngelo said Thursday after the 
Canes’ 4-0 win over Montreal. “But we take it a step at a 
time. I think there’s still a little bit to play for here. There’s 
home ice to play for. There’s the Presidents’ Trophy to play 
for. 

“You’ve got to find meaning in the games. And also sharpen 
our game, too. No matter what seed we want to finish or 
whatever, we need to be ready to go and be 100 percent.” 

The Canes have never won the Presidents’ Trophy, given 
annually to the NHL team with the most points in the regular 
season. Through Thursday’s games, that was the Colorado 
Avalanche with 102 points. 

The Chicago Blackhawks in 2012-13 were the last 
Presidents’ Trophy winner to take the Stanley Cup. Since the 
award began in 1986, just eight teams have won both 
Presidents’ Trophy and the Cup. 

Seeding can matter — to a certain extent. The Canes would 
like to have the home-ice advantage in the playoffs. Canes 
management certainly would like it. 

Carolina made it past the Washington Capitals in a Game 7 
on the road in 2019 and twice won Games 7s on the road in 
the 2009 playoffs, at New Jersey and Boston. 

But that’s the hard road to take. In winning the 2006 Stanley 
Cup, the Canes benefited from Game 7’s at home against 
Buffalo in the Eastern Conference final and then Edmonton 
in the Cup final. Against the OIlers, Canes fans stood from 
start to finish in the last game. 

“But this year the seedings may not matter that much,” 
Brind’Amour said, noting the strength among the Eastern 
teams that will qualify for the playoffs. 

And, oh by the way, Brind’Amour did finally pick a winner for 
Saturday’s Final Four basketball showdown in New Orleans. 

“Duke,” he said. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Minnesota Wild 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 
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Hurricanes’ Brind’Amour says penalty frustrations ‘will even itself out’ 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Yes, Rod Brind’Amour saw the article by TSN’s 
Travis Yost that detailed the irregularities in penalties called 
on the Colorado Avalanche, Arizona Coyotes and his 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

No, the coach doesn’t think there’s some vast conspiracy 
against his team. 

“I 100% know the integrity is not in question,” Brind’Amour 
said following Friday’s practice. “(The refs), I talk to them all 
the time after, and this is not about, ‘Oh, I’m picking on you 
guys.’ No. It’s worked this way, it’ll work its way the other 
way.” 

That doesn’t mean there isn’t frustration for a team that leads 
the league in both shorthanded ice time (404:46) and times 
shorthanded (234) through Friday night’s games. 

“I think we own the penalties we take,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
don’t ever really complain too much about the amount of 
penalties we take. I don’t like taking that many, but it’s very 
rare I say, ‘That was a bad call.’ 

“I think the issue has always been we see it on the other 
hand. When that article came out, that kind of blew my 
mind.” 

The article pointed out that the differential between the 
Avalanche and the Hurricanes — who have been among the 
NHL’s best teams in both goal differential and possession in 
recent years — is nearly one penalty per game favoring 
Colorado over the past three seasons. Meanwhile, the 
bottom-of-the-barrel Coyotes hovered right in the middle. 

That differential isn’t obvious on a game-to-game basis but 
rather is built slowly — a call against here, one not called 
there. 

An example was Tuesday in Tampa Bay when Carolina 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo was called for cross-checking 
just over five minutes into the game and was later cross-
checked similarly without a call against the Lightning. 

Then in overtime of that game, Jordan Staal was called for 
holding — a penalty that led to Steven Stamkos’ winning 
goal at 4-on-3. 

I mentioned to Brind’Amour after that game that the Staal call 
seemed weak given that similar plays — Jaccob Slavin being 
turned around with a hold while carrying the puck in the 
Carolina end stood out — hadn’t been called in the third 
period. 

In the moment, he seemed to be too frustrated to say 
anything other than,” “What’s the question? Do I just agree 
with you? Agreed. Good observation. Tough.” 

On Friday, he mentioned that call specifically when trying to 
explain his perspective on how he views the situation. 

“We’re not talking about our penalties,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Jordan Staal’s penalty is a penalty in overtime. I would have 
wanted it the other way. Now, it’s marginal. But if it was my 
guy … 

“That’s not what the issue is. The issue is, go back to all the 
other ones. … And that was that article kind of brought to 
light.” 

The results of the article’s analysis raised eyebrows, 
including Brind’Amour’s. 

But the coach was crystal clear that he doesn’t think the 
penalty differential is anything other than an anomaly. 

“I think it will even itself out,” he said. “If I go back to seven 
years previous, when we weren’t very good … we always 
had more power plays than kills. And now it just switched the 
other way. … I think if we revisit this in three more years and 
it will probably be even.” 

Brind’Amour said that the penalty differential doesn’t seem 
like much when you have the one-day-at-a-time mindset he 
employs. Anyone who is around the coach enough knows 
he’s not one to look at quirky statistical trends to find 
meaning. He’s not even that interested in talking about 
winning streaks and losing streaks — it’s always about the 
next game. 

That doesn’t make talking down his players after they feel 
the calls are going against them any easier. 

“The hard part,” he said, “is I don’t have an answer. … ‘If 
you’re gonna call me for it, when it happens to me I should 
get a call for it.’ And that’s where the frustration goes on the 
player’s side of it. I think it’s all going to even itself out, that’s 
what I think.” 

Viewers around the league, even Hurricanes observers and 
fans, have noticed that some Carolina players are prone to 
unnecessary penalties. Andrei Svechnikov was particularly 
guilty of stick infractions and frustration penalties in his first 
few seasons. 

Brind’Amour said he’s improved. 

“He was his own worst enemy,” Brind’Amour said of 
Svechnikov and his penalty troubles. “And now he’s gotten 
better. He’s a guy that gets frustrated because he gets called 
for everything, and then when it happens against him a lot … 
but I think it will even out.” 

Svechnikov showed his improved discipline Thursday 
against the Canadiens when he and David Savard 
exchanged checks, followed by Savard cross-checking 
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Svechnikov in front of the Montreal net even well after 
Svechnikov had scored. 

“He gave me one cross-check, and I wanted to give it so 
bad, give it to him back,” Svechnikov said Friday. “But I 
heard the noise (because of the goal) and I’m like, ‘OK, I 
gotta stay calm.’” 

Brind’Amour knows the aggressive manner with which his 
team plays will lead to penalties — and every team is going 
to get their share no matter what — and he can live with that. 

“Three or four a night,” he said. “I’d like to take two or take 
none. But I can’t gripe about the ones that are called.” 

So what is he looking for? 

“We all just want a fair fight. These guys deserve it.” 
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Monthly Performance Review: March 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Just one calendar month remains in the 
Carolina Hurricanes' 2021-22 regular season. 

68 games have gone by, 14 remain. 

The team was tasked with 16 games in 31 days over the 
course of March, finishing tied for the second-most games 
played by any team in the league. How'd they handle it? By 
taking points in 12 of them, also matching a league-high. 

Previously Monthly Reviews: 

October: 8-0-0 

November: 7-5-1 

December: 7-2-0 

January: 9-2-1 

February: 6-2-2 

March: 8-4-4  

Including quality wins over playoff-bound opponents like 
Pittsburgh, Colorado, Tampa Bay, St. Louis and Washington, 
there were several examples that once again reiterated how 
strong of a club the Canes are. 

There were trials as well as tribulations, including an 0-3-1 
stretch during the middle portion and a frustrating defeat to 
Dallas despite more than tripling them in shots. 

At the end of the day though, for a sixth consecutive month, 
there was more good than bad, concluding with the club 
being just points away from locking up a fourth consecutive 
playoff spot. 

The Importance Of DeAngelo  

Missing the first nine games of March due to a core injury 
suffered toward the end of February, Tony DeAngelo's return 
showed how important of a piece he is to the team's blue line 
and man advantage alike. Jalen Chatfield did a very 
admirable job while both DeAngelo and Brendan Smith were 
out of the lineup, proving that he can play in the NHL on a 
nightly basis. However, #77's offensive flare and ability to 
take the power play are among the elite in the league. 

The Canes went 4-3-2 without DeAngelo in March and 4-1-2 
with him.  

The power play went 17.4% without him, 25.0% with him. 

From March 1-19, the Canes scored just 41 goals over the 
course of nine games, an average of just 2.33 per game. 

From March 20-31, the Canes scored 26 goals in five 
games, an average of 3.71 per night. 

Deadline Day Acquisition Of Domi 

As the team approached the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline, the 
only rumblings publicly heard was that the Canes may be in 
the market for a depth defenseman. 

We'd heard time and time again Rod Brind'Amour say that 
he liked his group and didn't want to subtract any pieces. 

Perhaps it was the play of Chatfield, giving upper 
management confidence in the existing options available 
beyond the first six or seven on the depth chart, but 
ultimately the team got creative to acquire Max Domi from 
Columbus for a small package highlighted by a mid-range 
prospect. In all, the team added a player that can contribute 
up and down the lineup for a very small price. 

Albeit we're just five games into his tenure with the club, 
Domi's already produced a trio of points and shown an ability 
to play on multiple lines. Starting off alongside Derek Stepan 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, two players he'd played with during 
his time in Arizona and Montreal, the seventh-year forward 
also got a shot with Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov 
on Thursday. 

A versatile forward who has produced 28 goals in a season 
before, his addition undoubtedly added another weapon to 
the group. 

Eight More Years Of KK 

On the same day that the team brought Domi aboard, they 
also announced an eight-year contract extension for 
Kotkaniemi. 

Both his coaches and teammates have raved all season 
about the 21-year-old's attitude, work ethic, and ability to 
learn. Quickly becoming a key piece to the organization's 
young core of players, both he and management secured the 
relationship through the end of the 2029-30 season, excited 
for his role in the team's future. 

Pumpin' Up PNC 

The Canes went 6-1-2 on home ice during the month of 
March, which began with a perfect four-game home stand to 
start things off. 

There was a thrilling come from behind victory against the 
Penguins, a blanking of the league-leading Avalanche and 
later on a playoff-like 3-2 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

Allowing a league-low 1.67 goals against over those nine 
games, both Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta recorded 
shutouts along the way, with Raanta making 36 stops 
against Colorado and Andersen turning away 32 Thursday 
against Montreal. 
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Miscellaneous Bonus Notes 

 Although their season average took a slight hit, the 
Canes penalty kill remains well in first place among 
the league, having killed off 88.5% so far this year. 
The team also earned shorthanded goals in back-
to-back games on their recent three-game road trip, 
coming from Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. 

 Speaking of Aho, the team's top line center passed 
his head coach for goals scored on the franchise's 
all-time list during the month, now sitting tied for 
third. 

 The Canes' American Hockey League Affiliate, the 
Chicago Wolves, punched their ticket to the playoffs 
on March 29. Goaltending prospect Pyotr 
Kochetkov has started his North American career 
with a record of 8-0-1 and was named Rookie of the 
Month. 

 Frederik Andersen now leads all NHL netminders 
with his 2.00 goals against average. His .929 save 
percentage ranks second and he also shares a tie 
of second place with his 33 wins. 

 Earlier this month the team also announced that the 
Washington Capitals will be the team's opponent for 
their upcoming 2023 Stadium Series game. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes' Sebastian Aho, Islanders' Sebastian Aho score goals at nearly same time in 
different NHL games  

By Shanna McCarriston  

The National Hockey League has two players named 
Sebastian Aho, one on the New York Islanders and one on 
the Carolina Hurricanes. Odd enough as that is, it gets even 
more wild.  

Both Ahos scored goals on the Thursday night, at almost the 
same time, in different games. Yup, you read that right.  

The Islanders' Aho, a defenseman with a limited role on the 
team, scored at 7:14:40 p.m.on Thursday. The Hurricanes' 
Aho, an All-Star forward, scored a goal at 7:15:14 p.m. on 
Thursday. The two players have no relation, but clearly both 
have a sixth sense when the other is also scoring a goal. 

The goals were scored just 34 seconds apart: 

Here is a look at both goals: 

The whole situation becomes even more rare when you learn 
Aho of the Islanders only has three goals in his 53 career 
games. Of all the days to score, he does it on the same day -
- in nearly the same minutes -- as the other Aho.  

The Islanders were facing the Columbus Blue Jackets at 
UBS arena, and in part thanks to the goal from Aho, went on 
to win 5-2. The Hurricanes shut out the Montreal Canadiens 
4-0. Carolina's Aho also had an assist on the night.  
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Rod Brind’Amour: Raleigh Around the Boss 

Rod Brind’Amour approached the game with an 
unquestioned ferocity during his playing career. That passion 
still burns as a coach, but he’s not all fire and brimstone. He 
now seeks to join some legendary leaders in an exclusive 
club of double champions. 

By Ken Campbell 

The assistant coach of the under-10 AA Carolina Junior 
Hurricanes couldn’t be at practice one night recently because 
he was out of town on business. And business is really good 
these days. But he did manage to watch the workout on his 
laptop from his hotel room in Boston, took some notes and 
shot a text to head coach Cody Staves the next morning. “He 
told me, ‘I love the new drill you did,’ ” Staves said. “ ‘You 
might want to try it like this the next time.’ ”  

If the guy sending that text is a Type-A megalomaniac who 
thinks his little Brayden is the second coming of Bobby Orr 
and believes his ability to sell software also makes him a 
hockey genius, well, that’s all kinds of youth-hockey hell right 
there. But suppose he’s the reigning Jack Adams Award 
winner who is coaching one of the best teams in the NHL 
and possesses the humility of an everyman trapped in the 
body of an Adonis. In that case, that means your trusty 
assistant coach is Brooks Brind’Amour’s dad. (Jade Williams’ 
dad is another assistant. You might have heard of her father, 
a chap named Justin.)  

Twenty-two years, one Stanley Cup and two Selke Trophies 
after landing in Carolina, Rod Brind’Amour has the 
Hurricanes – both the junior version and the varsity team – in 
an excellent place. The Junior Hurricanes are off to 
something called the Squirt International in Fargo, N.D., at 
the end of February. And after the big team missed the 
playoffs nine straight years, the NHL Canes have found 
themselves in the post-season each of the past three 
seasons under Brind’Amour. While they’re not there yet, the 
Hurricanes feel as though they’re on the cusp of doing 
something special. Brind’Amour, meanwhile, isn’t about to 
start drinking sweet tea from a Mason jar – too much refined 
sugar – but he has become a bona fide Tar Heel, even 
marrying the daughter of a college basketball coach.  

The on- and off-ice journeys for Brind’Amour have been filled 
with moments of triumph and soul-crushing craters. But there 
is no doubt he has discovered his identity and found his 
stride in both places. As a coach, he’s risen to the top of his 
craft and has the unconditional support of both the 
organization and its players. Personally, he’s absorbed some 
body blows, the most painful of which was a very public 
divorce from his former wife and the breakup of his family. 
Brind’Amour has since remarried the former Amy 
Biedenbach, who is Brooks’ mother and treats Brind’Amour’s 
other sons as though they’re her own. “Coming down here 

was the best thing that ever happened to me,” Brind’Amour 
said. “When it happened, it was the worst thing that ever 
happened to me. It’s crazy how life works, right?”  

Yeah, it is. Brind’Amour was crushed when the Philadelphia 
Flyers traded him to Carolina during the 1999-2000 season. 
Three years later, he found himself stretching before a game 
in San Jose in the most miserable season of his career and 
seriously thinking he’d have to retire. Brind’Amour was 
separating from his wife and didn’t see how he’d be able to 
co-parent his two-, three- and four-year-old boys while 
continuing to play in the NHL. “I was stretching in the hallway 
and the referees were right across the way, and I was 
thinking, ‘Maybe I should be a ref,’ ” Brind’Amour said. “All I 
could think of was, ‘This isn’t working. I have to quit hockey 
because I may not see my kids.’ My parents are still 
together, and you just don’t get divorced. But I also knew I 
wasn’t being a good parent in this relationship. It was the 
toughest decision I’ve ever had to make.”  

Not long after Brind’Amour arrived in Carolina, former NHLer 
Kevin Dineen introduced him to Wilson Hoyle III. Hoyle, a 
former placekicker for Wake Forest University who held the 
school’s scoring record for 16 years, runs a company called 
Captrust, the largest registered-advisory firm in the United 
States, with more than 1,000 employees, 60 locations and 
$390 billion in assets under advisement. An acquaintance 
grew into a friendship, then morphed into a brotherhood. 
When the schedule allows it, the two show up and work out 
together at the practice facility or the Hurricanes’ home, PNC 
Arena. They talk every day, and when Brind’Amour got 
married in 2010, Hoyle was his best man. Hoyle was there 
for Brind’Amour during the divorce and afterward. Now, 
they’re inseparable. “First of all, that guy is the greatest 
human being on the planet, and he happens to be my best 
friend,” said Brind’Amour of Hoyle. “I lucked out there.” To 
which Hoyle countered: “I’m a better person because of my 
relationship with Rod. When he walks into the room, he 
makes the room better. We always talk about this. In fact, we 
just talked about it this morning. Our approach to any 
challenge is not to have a pity party about it. First thing we 
do is pray about it. The second thing we do is go and work 
our asses off.”  

Pray? That’s interesting, but while Brind’Amour is an open 
book on most things in his life, his faith is personal to him, 
and it’s going to stay that way. But it’s a big part of his moral 
compass, which is, in turn, a massive factor in Brind’Amour, 
both the person and the coach. Even though Brind’Amour 
looks as though he could still play and still feels more like a 
player than a coach, he’s developed into an incredible bench 
boss. There are times when the Hurricanes peel back a layer 
of the onion and post video of Brind’Amour’s post-game 
speeches to his team on social media. And they’re 
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something to see. He’s pacing around the room like an 
expectant father, pointing at players and making everyone 
feel important. Last year during the playoffs, the team even 
sang Happy Birthday to Brind’Amour’s father after a win. 
Imagine John Tortorella’s or Ken Hitchcock’s team doing 
something like that. This season, when Div. II North Carolina 
State asked him to give the lineup, he ended up giving a 
speech that prompted the school to tweet out, “We’ve run out 
of walls to run through.”  

The way his friend Hoyle sees it, Brind’Amour’s success 
comes from a unique combination of toughness and humility. 
In the end, athletes need two things from their coach to 
succeed: equal amounts of encouragement and 
accountability. Brind’Amour has become a master of giving 
out just enough of the former and expecting more of the 
latter than has been asked of them before. You have to 
remember Brind’Amour was part of that nine-year playoff 
drought, an assistant coach for the final seven years of it. He 
served first under Paul Maurice, then Kirk Muller, then Bill 
Peters. But current assistant coach Jeff Daniels said when 
Brind’Amour showed up for his first day of camp as the head 
coach in 2018, there was no ambiguity around what he 
expected of the team.  

Brind’Amour made it clear expectations had been far too low 
in recent years and that not buying into his desire to play the 
game fast and hard would not be acceptable. The Hurricanes 
went on to post what was then their second-best season in 
franchise history before eventually being swept by the 
Boston Bruins in the Eastern Conference final. “That was 
really easy, actually,” said Brind’Amour of changing the 
culture in the dressing room. “I thought all along that we 
didn’t have the bar set high enough. It was really easy for me 
to say, ‘The bar is on the floor. We’ve just got to raise it.’ I 
thought it was really easy, an obvious thing. I’ve been here a 
long time, and I saw for a long stretch that we had no 
chance. You have to change the expectation level, but the 
funny thing is, it wasn’t that much. Suddenly, you’re knocking 
on the door, which is where we think we are. We’re not there 
yet, but we’re getting there.”  

The Hurricanes are indeed getting there. They were the 
second-best team in the NHL in terms of points percentage 
as of mid-February, with very few burps or hiccups along the 
way. If they play the second half of the season anywhere 
near as well as they did the first, the Canes are a shoo-in to 
improve on the best regular season they’ve ever had. As it 
turns out, that best-ever campaign happens to have been 
last season, under Brind’Amour. There have been more than 
a few changes to the lineup in Brind’Amour’s almost four 
seasons in charge, but Jordan Staal is still there. Sebastian 
Aho spent a couple of seasons gaining Brind’Amour’s trust 
before moving from the wing to become one of the league’s 
elite two-way centermen. Jaccob Slavin has developed into a 
shutdown defenseman who plays the game so well and so 
cleanly that he became just the second defenseman in 67 
years to win the Lady Byng Trophy. No one would be 
surprised if the ‘Bunch of Jerks’ rode a Storm Surge all the 
way to a Stanley Cup this season. If that happens, 
Brind’Amour will become the first person since Toe Blake to 
both play for and coach the same team to a Stanley Cup and 
only the third man in NHL history, after Blake and Hap Day, 

to serve as both a captain and coach of the same Stanley 
Cup-winning franchise.  

Back to the toughness and humility thing. Somehow, 
Brind’Amour manages to pull it off where other coaches fail. 
Everyone who knows Brind’Amour can attest to his passion 
for winning, but he manages to combine it with an ability to 
treat people the right way. And that’s not always easy. Ian 
Cole, who signed with the Hurricanes as a UFA last summer, 
said on an off-day, he took his father for a tour of the Wake 
Competition Center, which is the Hurricanes’ practice rink. It 
turns out Brind’Amour was in his office watching a tape of his 
son, Skyler, an Edmonton Oilers draft pick in his junior 
season at Quinnipiac. Brind’Amour poked his head out of the 
office and had a long conversation with Cole’s father that left 
the elder Cole raving about the coach. It might not seem 
difficult to most people to be both singularly focused on 
winning and have a compassionate side, but it’s not as easy 
as it looks, judging by the way some coaches and athletes 
treat people.  

For his part, Hoyle sees it all the time in the business world. 
He protects the investments of 3,500 companies, universities 
and professional athletes, and he is around high-performing 
people all the time. “Typically, they are self-absorbed a--
holes,” Hoyle said. “Their single-mindedness makes them 
self-absorbed or selfish. What makes Rod so unique is he is 
focused and disciplined, but that combination of toughness 
and humility make him the furthest thing from being a selfish 
jerk. He’s a servant-leader, literally. When it comes to getting 
the most out of his players, he’s like, ‘How can I serve them?’ 
And it’s real.”  

After the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup in 2006, Hoyle 
remembers Brind’Amour leaving the party early with the 
Stanley Cup in tow. They drove Brind’Amour’s father to the 
airport, then went back to his house to watch a continuous 
loop of SportsCenter and eat cereal until the sun came up. 
Don’t tell Mark Messier or Alex Ovechkin about that one. “It 
has to be the most boring night in the history of the Cup,” 
Hoyle said.  

But Brind’Amour wanted to have it waiting in Skyler’s room 
when his son woke up the next morning because he couldn’t 
stay up until the end of the game. No party, no jumping into 
the pool with it at somebody’s mansion. Just two friends 
eating cereal and watching SportsCenter with the Cup on a 
coffee table nearby.  

Things have not changed much for Brind’Amour since 
winning the Cup as a player. He still rarely drinks alcohol. He 
is still in the weight room almost every day, although he 
stopped bench pressing about five years before his playing 
career ended because it was murder on his shoulders. He 
still puts in the time, doing a lot of cardio and core work, with 
some weights sprinkled in there. He hasn’t changed his 
eating habits since his playing days, which accounts for the 
two whole pounds he’s gained since retiring more than a 
decade ago. “It used to be that if I had a flight at seven, I’d 
get up at five so I could get my workout in,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But now, I usually bag it for the day. Or I’ll work out 
when I get there or that’s my day off.” Slacker.  

The ability to extract every ounce he had as a player allows 
him to expect the same of the guys who play for him. As 
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Daniels said, Brind’Amour will never expect anything out of 
anyone that he would not have expected out of himself when 
he played. When you see Brind’Amour walking around the 
room pointing and encouraging, that’s not an act for the 
cameras. It works for him, where it might seem inauthentic 
from others. And you get the sense that if a player can’t play 
for Brind’Amour, it might be time for him to look at himself 
and what he’s not doing right. The message that resonated 
with the likes of a younger Aho or Teuvo Teravainen or Brett 
Pesce is just as readily accepted by grizzled veterans. “I’m a 
prime example of it,” said Derek Stepan, a 31-year-old who 
signed a one-year deal with the Hurricanes to be their fourth-
line center this season. “I came in this summer, and fairly 
quickly, I was able to understand his ability to do all this,” 
Stepan said. “The way he communicates with the players, 
that’s special. And that’s something that I bought into early 
on in the year. His ability to motivate me at this stage of my 
career and also motivate a Seth Jarvis, who’s playing his first 
game…to be able to squeeze every ounce out of every 
player, that’s what makes a coach special.”  

Between events during the all-star weekend in Vegas, 
Brind’Amour watched as Brooks’ team played a weekend 
series in Charleston, S.C., and watched Skyler’s games 
against Union and RPI. That’s before taking the red-eye back 
to Raleigh right after coaching the Metropolitan Division to a 
win in the final and the $1-million prize payout. He wanted to 
get home to spend some time with his kids before leaving the 
next day for a three-day road trip. That trip also prevented 
him from being behind the bench for his duties with the 
under-10 Junior Hurricanes – duties including breaking down 
video for the kids for Wednesday night practice. Nothing 
elaborate, but when they can see a clip of Andrei Svechnikov 
not doing a fly-by on the forecheck, well, maybe they’ll do the 
same. “I love it,” he said. “I wouldn’t be there if my son wasn’t 
there, but I’m there. I might as well help out. What am I going 
to do, stand on the sidelines?”  

Nobody would expect Rod Brind’Amour to do that. He hasn’t 
done anything like that since he first stepped on the ice as an 
NHL rookie with the St. Louis Blues more than three decades 
ago. And he’s not about to start now.  
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About Last Night: That Was Easy 

By Alex Ohari  

I’m going to be straight up honest here. There’s very little to 
analyze about the game last night. It was a meeting between 
two teams from a completely different weight class, and the 
Hurricanes were in control from the moment the puck 
dropped.  

There was not a single second in that game where it 
appeared that Montreal could do anything to change the 
eventual outcome. Just a total cruise from start to finish, and 
the Canes didn’t even look as if they broke much of a sweat. 

But, as needs to be done, let’s take a look at some of the 
storylines from the game and talk about last night: 

The Good 

 A move into the top-six was clearly exactly what the 
doctor ordered for Max Domi, as he had far and 
away his best game in a Canes jersey. He showed 
that he’s more than capable of playing with skilled 
line mates, and fit in flawlessly alongside Trocheck 
and Svechnikov. He played with real tenacity, and 
had a ton of success along the boards. His vision 
was on full display as well, as his passes cut 
through the Montreal defense at will. It was an 
inspiring performance and a good building block as 
he continues to settle into the Canes’ system. 

 I mean, what a performance by Andrei Svechnikov. 
On his first goal, he completely punked David 
Savard - who’s become well known as a rugged, 
stay-at-home defender. Savard tried to get physical 
with Svech, and then Svech turned the tables on 
him and bullied him in front of the net to tap in 
Jaccob Slavin’s centering pass.  

It was the exact type of play that he’s long been billed for, 
and it’s a testament to the overall development and 
progression of his game as a power forward. Historically, a 
lot of these power forward-type players have taken longer to 
develop and find their groove, which is naturally expected as 
they fill out their frames and learn to use their size and 
leveraging against grown men. Svechnikov is really starting 
to do that consistently, and it shows. He also just turned 22. 
He’s far from a finished product in that area, and I really think 
he’s just scratching the surface. He’s going to be an absolute 
terror to contain in his prime — and we’re already seeing 
regular glimpses of that. 

Just watch this. 

I mean, he literally boxed out the defender. He did Savard’s 
job. It’s a goal that I could just watch over and over.  

“He’s going to the areas he’s got to go to to score,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “That’s part of it. It’s less now with the cross 
checks and things, but you’ve got to have a little courage to 
get in there. Obviously he doesn’t lack for that.” 

 Frederik Andersen added another stellar 
performance to his Vezina-level season, putting 
together his fourth shutout of the season. He made 
32 saves in the effort, shutting down a very vanilla 
Habs team. He’s now got a 33-10-3 record with a 
2.00 Goals Against Average (GAA) and a .929 save 
percentage. 

“I think we did a good job of avoiding taking penalties until in 
the third,” Andersen said. “Did a hell of a job keeping them 
from entering the zone for the most part. I think we wanted to 
play a complete game and we did that.” 

The Bad 

 I mean, it’s just nitpicking to write about anything 
bad from that game, but the third period was not 
necessarily a stellar effort from the Canes. It’s 
totally understandable that they kind of let their foot 
off the gas a bit — the result of the game was never 
in doubt. But you know, it’s a long season and you 
don’t want the team to burn out. 

 I’ll also put the Canes’ 5-on-3 powerplay in the 
second period on the naughty list. I mean, for a 
team that has so much talent, it’s almost hilarious 
how bad they can look in two-man advantage 
situations. They just try to be too perfect. 

“5-on-3, there’s room to improve there,” said Tony DeAngelo. 
“I think sometimes on the 5-on-3 you tend to get set in 
structure and looking for a perfect play. If you’ve got five 
really good guys who can play hockey, in my opinion maybe 
just play a little more hockey, find the open lane and get the 
puck to the net. You’re outnumbering them by two, so if you 
get the puck to the net you should have something, whether 
it’s a rebound or whatever. We don’t need to look for the 
perfect play.” 

What’s Next? 

Next up for the Canes is a 7 p.m. home game on Saturday 
night against the in-form Minnesota Wild. They’re riding an 
eight-game point streak (7-0-1) and have their playoff spot 
almost all but assured. It should be an extremely exciting 
match-up between two strong teams, and will give the Canes 
a taste of facing a Western Conference playoff opponent. 
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Hurricanes Prospects Taking Huge Steps in Chicago 

By Matthew Somma  

With the Chicago Wolves clinching a playoff spot this past 
Tuesday, I felt that it was time to take a look at how each 
Hurricanes prospect has developed over the course of the 
season. I’ll be taking a look at each drafted prospect as well 
as some of the free agent prospects and prospects that were 
included in trades. Over the course of the season, I’ve paid a 
lot of attention to the Wolves because I’ve been excited 
about a number of the prospects in the pipeline. And since 
Pyotr Kochetkov joined the team, I’ve made it a point to 
watch as many Wolves games as I can. It’s must-see TV, 
folks, and I would highly recommend an AHLtv subscription 
for the remainder of the season as well as playoffs. This 
article will include brief summaries of what I’ve noticed from 
each prospect this season. 

Jack Drury - Drury has been outstanding this season and 
currently sits fourth on the team in scoring with 40 points in 
53 games. Drury’s emergence as an offensive force this 
season is something to keep an eye on if you’re looking 
towards next season. In his brief NHL stint, Drury proved that 
he belonged at the NHL level and his entire season has 
proved the same thing. Drury is ready to take the next step 
and his speed, work ethic, defensive play and killer instinct in 
the offensive zone will give the Hurricanes yet another 
forward to add to their arsenal at the NHL level. 

Joey Keane - Keane’s offensive game is as good as ever, 
with his puck control and ability to quarterback a power play 
standing out. What I’ve been most impressed with this 
season, however, is Keane’s ability in the defensive zone. 
He’s strong on the puck and confident in all aspects of his 
game, and it wouldn’t surprise me if the Hurricanes look to 
give him a shot at the NHL roster next season. Keane’s 
strength and offensive ability would make him an option for 
the second power play unit if the Hurricanes need one.  

Jesper Sellgren - Sellgren is one of those players that will fly 
under your radar. He doesn’t dazzle with his puck skills, nor 
does he make any phenomenal plays, but he’s always 
reliable in his own end and he’s arguably the best skater on 
Chicago’s blue line. He’s gaining more confidence with the 
puck and I’ve seen him take great strides this season. A 
while ago, Eliteprospects’ transfers account rumored that 
Sellgren will be heading back to Sweden next season, which 
would be a shame. Sellgren has NHL skills, but he’s lower on 
the depth chart here. 

Spencer Smallman - Smallman has nearly aged out of being 
considered a prospect, but he’s worth mentioning because of 
the role that he has carved out for himself this season. 
Smallman is going to be one of the favorites among the 
coaching staff wherever he winds up because of his grinding, 
never give up attitude. He’ll be one of the hardest workers on 
the ice and he makes an impact any time he steps on the 
ice. Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky believes that 
Smallman will be an NHL player, and who am I to argue with 
one of the best coaches in the AHL? 

Jamieson Rees - Rees struggled for the early parts of this 
season but has been fantastic over the past 10-15 games for 
the Wolves. He’s adjusting to the pace and high intensity of 

the AHL and finding ways to thrive under pressure. His 
offensive skillset has shown flashes all season long, but 
Rees is now able to create offense in most situations and 
adapt to changes in the defense. Overall, I’m seeing a player 
who is growing more comfortable at this level and playing his 
brand of hockey. He’s strong, a pest and highly skilled with 
the puck on his stick. 

David Cotton - Cotton is also a player that is aging out from 
being considered a prospect, but he’s included because this 
is only his second professional season. Cotton has largely 
been a depth player on the Wolves this season, showing 
some nice work along the boards and a few strong offensive 
plays. For the most part, I’ve found Cotton to be average at 
the AHL level, but he’s a player that could have a long AHL 
career due to the fact that he’s a hard working power 
forward. 

Ryan Suzuki - Suzuki has struggled with injuries this season, 
but when he has been in the lineup, I’ve liked his play. The 
offensive part of his game is still a little too perimeter focused 
for me, but his play in the neutral and defensive zones has 
been the biggest improvement. As Suzuki continues to gain 
experience at this level, the points will start to come. The 
“points = good” crowd will be disappointed with Suzuki’s play 
this season, but I’m happy with what I’ve seen from him. As 
we’ve seen with Rod Brind’Amour over the years, if a player 
isn’t able to hold their own defensively, they’re not going to 
succeed in his system.  

Dominik Bokk - Bokk was a disappointment this season. He 
has all the individual skill in the world, but when it comes to 
utilizing his teammates, Bokk was horrible. I’d argue that 
Bokk was the most frustrating player on the Wolves this 
season and it seems that the Hurricanes would tend to 
agree. They loaned him to Germany to finish out the season 
and it wouldn’t surprise me if they try to find a new home for 
him in the offseason. 

Artyom Serikov - Serikov isn’t a Canes prospect, but he’s 21, 
so I felt the need to include him. I’ve liked Serikov at times 
this season. His willingness to jump in on the play has been 
great and he makes the occasional defensive gem that 
makes you wonder if he has a future in this league. But 
overall, there hasn’t been a ton to convince me that he has 
NHL upside. There are a few tools, such as his skating and 
defensive play, but he’s a long shot for sure. 

Stelio Mattheos - Mattheos has been a gritty presence for the 
Wolves this season, but I haven’t seen the dominant 
offensive player that I saw when he was playing in the WHL. 
There have been moments, sure, but Mattheos hasn’t had 
more than a depth role for the Wolves. I’d like to see what he 
can do in an increased role, but I don’t believe he’ll get that 
opportunity with Chicago this season. 

Eetu Makiniemi - Makiniemi was outstanding before he got 
hurt. At the time, he looked like a legitimate NHL prospect 
and one that could have potentially competed with 
Kochetkov for the title of top goaltending prospect. He hasn’t 
played since his 1-0 shutout victory over Milwaukee on 
December 17, so it’s hard to say what will happen if he 
returns this season. Makiniemi’s athleticism and agility made 
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him another prospect that I would have considered must-see 
TV.  

Pyotr Kochetkov - What more can we say about Kochetkov? 
He is 8-0-1 through his first nine AHL starts and has a .934 
save percentage. Kochetkov’s last six games have been 
nothing short of absolute dominance in net, and he’s proving 
why the Hurricanes believe him to be the goaltender of the 
future in Raleigh. Kochetkov has it all: athleticism, agility, 
great puck tracking and recovery. There’s nothing stopping 
him from becoming one of the top goalies in the NHL 
someday and this brief stint at the AHL level should make 
things interesting at training camp in the fall. I still see 
Kochetkov spending another year in the AHL since both 
current Hurricanes goalies are under contract for next 
season, but he’ll at least make things interesting.  

Jack LaFontaine - Finally, we’re going to talk about Jack 
LaFontaine. LaFontaine’s professional career has had a 
rocky start and I’ve developed some concerns about his 
game that I may have overlooked when he was in the NCAA. 
His rebound control is the biggest concern that I have. 

LaFontaine gives up rebounds and his recoveries aren’t as 
quick as Kochetkov or Makiniemi, meaning he’s slower to get 
to rebounds and they usually wind up in the back of the net. 
LaFontaine tracks the puck well and is able to take up a lot of 
net, so there’s still hope, but I need to see his agility and 
recoveries improve before he can make it to the NHL.  

The Wolves are an exciting team and are only going to get 
more exciting with the addition of Noel Gunler, who is joining 
the team on an amateur try-out after signing his entry-level 
contract with the Hurricanes. The Wolves added Tarmo 
Reunanen, Richard Panik and Chris Bigras at the AHL trade 
deadline and signed college free agent Griffin Mendel to an 
ATO. There’s the possibility of more additions if the 
Hurricanes sign other prospects, and players such as 
Heimosalmi, Koivunen, Seeley, Ponomaryov and Tieksola 
could join the team once their seasons end. The Wolves’ 
roster is already chock full of talent and will only get better 
heading into the playoffs.  

 

Wolves’ magic number remains 14 

Chicago Wolves rookie forward Jamieson Rees scored early, 
but the Milwaukee Admirals rallied for a 4-1 victory Friday 
night at Panther Arena. 

Josh Leivo and Josh Drury assisted on Rees’ goal for the 
Wolves (40-12-5-5), who lost in regulation for just the second 
time in the last 18 games. Chicago’s winning streak ended at 
four games and the magic number to clinch the Central 
Division title stayed at 14. 

The Wolves needed just 1:35 to get on the board. Drury led a 
3-on-1 rush and fed Josh Leivo headed toward the right post. 
Leivo ran out of room and chipped a shot off the end wall, 
but he collected his own rebound, found Rees wide-open at 
the crease and set him up for his third goal in the last four 
games. 

Milwaukee (33-24-4-4) answered with two goals in a 1:16 
stretch of the second period to take a 2-1 lead. Former 
Wolves center Cody Glass knotted the game 1-1 at 14:26 

when he accepted a pass from ex-Wolves forward Cole 
Smith in the right faceoff circle and zipped it home. 
Defenseman Matt Donovan gave Milwaukee the lead with his 
goal at 15:42. 

Admirals center Mitch McLain pushed Milwaukee’s 
advantage to 3-1 with a goal 2:12 into the third period. 

The Wolves removed goaltender Alex Lyon with 3:40 
remaining in an effort to narrow the gap, but the Admirals 
took advantage quickly as Jimmy Huntington scored an 
empty-net goal with 3:24 to go. 

Lyon (16-7-3) stopped 21 of 24 shots while Milwaukee’s 
Connor Ingram (27-14-6) picked up the win with 30 saves. 

The Wolves play five home games in a nine-day span 
starting 7 p.m. Saturday against Milwaukee on Salute to 
Military Families Night. To get the best tickets, email a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Kochetkov honored by the AHL 

The Chicago Wolves announced Friday that goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov has been selected as the American Hockey 
League’s Rookie of the Month for March. 

The 22-year-old Penza, Russia, native started eight games 
and delivered a 7-0-1 record with a 1.74 goals-against 
average (14 goals allowed in 483 minutes, 43 seconds) and 
a .937 save percentage (209 saves on 223 shots) in March. 

Kochetkov’s sterling play during his first full month in North 
America helped the Wolves produce a 10-1-1-1 record in 
March and clinch a Calder Cup Playoff berth with a month 
remaining in the regular season. Chicago owns a 16-point 
lead over the Manitoba Moose in the chase for a fifth Central 
Division title in the last six years. 

Kochetkov becomes the third Wolves player this season to 
receive a monthly award from the AHL. Captain Andrew 
Poturalski was named Player of the Month in October and 
forward Josh Leivo followed suit in December. 

In addition to recognizing Kochetkov today, the AHL also 
honored Rochester Americans forward Arttu Ruotslainen as 
the Player of the Month and Charlotte Checkers goaltender 
Joey Daccord as the Goaltender of the Month. 

The Wolves play three games in three days this weekend — 
starting with today’s 7 p.m. visit to Milwaukee. Then Chicago 
returns to Allstate Arena to host Milwaukee at 7 p.m. 
Saturday on Salute to Military Families Night, presented by 
Kia, and Texas at 3 p.m. Sunday for Papa Johns Family 
Sunday. For ticket specials, contact a Wolves representative 
at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260024360.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-brindamour-says-penalty-frustrations-will-even-itself-out/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/monthly-performance-review-march/c-332514532 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-sebastian-aho-islanders-sebastian-aho-score-goals-at-nearly-same-time-in-different-nhl-games/ 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/rod-brindamour-raleigh-around-the-boss 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/1/23005841/about-last-night-that-was-easy 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/1/23006148/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-chicago-wolves-prospects 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/01/wolves-magic-number-remains-14/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/01/kochetkov-honored-by-the-ahl/ 
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1240310 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Like Duke, UNC, Hurricanes want to keep on winning, stay hot for 
Stanley Cup playoffs 

 

Chip Alexander 

5-6 minutes 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes players and coaches, being sports fans, have 
their NCAA Tournament and Final Four favorites. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis and his family are longstanding Duke fans. 
Center Vincent Trocheck said he’s pulling for Duke, smiling and saying, 
“We’ve got a lot of guys in this locker room who like UNC, so I can’t join 
them.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has tried to stay diplomatically neutral, 
noting the Duke-Carolina game Saturday in the Final Four is a special 
moment for the state and saying the good thing was that one team will 
have a chance to “play for it all” — the national title on Monday. 

The Hurricanes would like to play for it all before their season’s over. For 
now, they have 14 games remaining before the Stanley Cup playoffs 
begin and will be on the ice Saturday night at PNC Arena, hosting the 
Minnesota Wild, while so many are focused on New Orleans and that 
other game. 

With a 45-15-8 record, 98 points and their first-place standing in the 
Metropolitan Division, the Canes’ top priority at this point is to reach the 
finish line of the regular season with a healthy team while piling up as 
many wins and points as possible. They’ve had forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi go down with an injury on Monday, but he should return in a 
few weeks, Brind’Amour said. 

What to play for? 

“In the back of everybody’s head we know what our main goal is,” 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo said Thursday after the Canes’ 4-0 win over 
Montreal. “But we take it a step at a time. I think there’s still a little bit to 
play for here. There’s home ice to play for. There’s the Presidents’ 
Trophy to play for. 

“You’ve got to find meaning in the games. And also sharpen our game, 
too. No matter what seed we want to finish or whatever, we need to be 
ready to go and be 100 percent.” 

The Canes have never won the Presidents’ Trophy, given annually to the 
NHL team with the most points in the regular season. Through 
Thursday’s games, that was the Colorado Avalanche with 102 points. 

The Chicago Blackhawks in 2012-13 were the last Presidents’ Trophy 
winner to take the Stanley Cup. Since the award began in 1986, just 
eight teams have won both Presidents’ Trophy and the Cup. 

Seeding can matter — to a certain extent. The Canes would like to have 
the home-ice advantage in the playoffs. Canes management certainly 
would like it. 

Carolina made it past the Washington Capitals in a Game 7 on the road 
in 2019 and twice won Games 7s on the road in the 2009 playoffs, at 
New Jersey and Boston. 

But that’s the hard road to take. In winning the 2006 Stanley Cup, the 
Canes benefited from Game 7’s at home against Buffalo in the Eastern 
Conference final and then Edmonton in the Cup final. Against the OIlers, 
Canes fans stood from start to finish in the last game. 

“But this year the seedings may not matter that much,” Brind’Amour said, 
noting the strength among the Eastern teams that will qualify for the 
playoffs. 

And, oh by the way, Brind’Amour did finally pick a winner for Saturday’s 
Final Four basketball showdown in New Orleans. 

“Duke,” he said. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Minnesota Wild 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.02.2022 
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Wild gameday: Kirill Kaprizov seeks points record, but 'Canes are great 
at home 

 

Sarah McLellan4-5 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

6 p.m. at Carolina Hurricanes • PNC Arena • BSN, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: LW Kirill Kaprizov is tied with Marian Gaborik for the most 
points (83) in a Wild season. Kaprizov had a league-high 14 goals in 
March, which established a franchise record for a single month. His five-
game goal streak is tied for the longest of his career, and he's one game 
away from matching the Wild record. D Jon Merrill and RW Matt Boldy 
suffered upper-body injuries in the 4-3 overtime loss to the Penguins on 
Thursday that halted the Wild's seven-game win streak; Merrill won't 
accompany the team on this four-game road trip, coach Dean Evason 
said, while the plan was for Boldy to travel. Earlier this season, the Wild 
defeated the Hurricanes 3-2 on Feb. 12 at Xcel Energy Center. 

Hurricanes update: Carolina has won three of its past four games and is 
4-1-3 over its last eight. On Thursday, the Hurricanes blanked the 
Canadiens 4-0 while registering a season-high 26 shots in the second 
period. C Sebastian Aho has four goals and three assists during a six-
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game point streak. G Frederik Andersen is 3-0-1 over his past four starts. 
At home, the Hurricanes are 25-5-4. 

Final Four sparks debate: What merits blueblood status? 

North Carolina has won six national championships and reached more 
Final Fours than any program in college basketball. Duke has claimed 
five titles under retiring coach Mike Krzyzewski and Kansas just 
surpassed Kentucky for the most wins in the history of the game on its 
way to the Final Four. 

Star Tribune LOADED: 04.02.2022 
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Gritty new forward Nicolas Deslauriers brings fight to the Wild 

 

Michael Rand7-8 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

Wild forward Nicolas Deslauriers sat down for our scheduled Zoom 
interview Thursday, and the rigors of his role were immediately evident. 

His right eye was discolored from a recent fight. There were stitches on 
the bridge of his nose, which was broken during a fight a couple weeks 
ago. His beard already looked playoff-worthy, even if he's never 
appeared in an NHL postseason game. 

Compared to the photo that accompanied the news release announcing 
the Wild had acquired him shortly before the trade deadline, he looked 
like one of those "before the pandemic, after the pandemic" memes you 
might find on social media. 

But he wouldn't have it any other way. 

On Friday's Daily Delivery podcast, Deslauriers talked about his evolution 
as a hockey player: drafted as an offensive-minded defenseman, then 
transitioning to forward and settling into a role in the NHL as a gritty, 
check-finishing fourth line energy player who will step in and fight the 
league's biggest and toughest players. 

"To stay in the NHL for me was to be that guy. I got better and better, and 
that's where I am now. To be honest with you, I love it. I love scoring 
goals. I wish I could score 50 goals. But you need different roles, and for 
me that's the thing that put bread on the table," Deslauriers said. 
"Sometimes it's just a hit, sometimes it's a blocked shot, sometimes it's 
fighting. Teammates respect you and then know there aren't a lot of guys 
who can do that. Sometimes I don't look to great after that, but it's fun." 

The Wild was thrilled to get a player to add some extra muscle, taking 
some of that burden off of top-nine forward Marcus Foligno. Deslauriers 
was ecstatic to be plopped into the middle of a playoff race with a team 
that welcomed him immediately. 

"It's special. It's hard to explain how easy this transition was," he said. 
"It's overwhelming with how everybody is so close. The team, the staff, 
the organization. It made me feel like I was there the whole year." 

Star Tribune LOADED: 04.02.2022 
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Wild's Deslauriers: Grit, muscle and already a broken nose 

 

By Star Tribune staff April 1, 2022 — 8:54am7-9 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

Introduction: Host Michael Rand has liked Joe Ryan from the moment the 
Twins acquired him from Tampa Bay last season in the Nelson Cruz 
trade. But Rand looks at Ryan's body of work — five MLB starts, all last 
September against teams out of contention — and can't help but think 
the Twins' decision to name Ryan the 2022 Opening Day starter is one of 
desperation. 

6:00: New Wild forward Nicolas Deslauriers, brought in to provide grit 
and muscle for the playoff run, joins the show to talk about his role, fitting 
in after a midyear trade and the opportunity to play in the NHL 
postseason for the first time in his career. He certainly looked the part, 
sporting a black eye and a stitches on his broken nose during the 
interview. 

20:00: Hear from Paige Bueckers as the Women's Final Four arrives 
Friday at Target Center; Another blow to the Gophers women's 
basketball program; The "ghost runners" in extra innings are 
unfortunately back in MLB. 

Final Four sparks debate: What merits blueblood status? 

North Carolina has won six national championships and reached more 
Final Fours than any program in college basketball. Duke has claimed 
five titles under retiring coach Mike Krzyzewski and Kansas just 
surpassed Kentucky for the most wins in the history of the game on its 
way to the Final Four. 
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Wild's seven-game winning streak snapped by Penguins in OT thriller 

 

Sarah McLellan16-20 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

A comeback victory at Pittsburgh back in November, in which the Wild 
overcame a two-goal deficit in the third period after scoring with three 
seconds left, helped establish the resiliency that has defined the team's 
season. 

That same moxie showed up for the rematch Thursday, but the Wild's 
rally fell short 4-3 in front of 18,978 at Xcel Energy Center to snap its 
seven-game win streak at the end of a franchise-long nine-game 
homestand with its first overtime loss. 

With the point, the Wild is four ahead of No. 3 St. Louis for second place 
in the Central Division after losing only three times over its past 12 
games (9-1-2). 

"We've been doing that the whole year," center Frederick Gaudreau said. 
"Even though we're down, we know we can come back and we work hard 
for it." 

The Penguins' Evgeni Malkin scored with 1 minute, 5 seconds to go in 
overtime after winger Kirill Kaprizov tied Marian Gaborik for the most 
points in a season in Wild history by delivering the equalizer in the third 
period. 

By then, the Wild was missing two players: defenseman Jon Merrill and 
winger Matt Boldy both left because of upper-body injuries. 

Coach Dean Evason said Merrill won't accompany the team on its 
upcoming four-game road trip, while the plan is for Boldy to travel. 

"You've got to be willing to sacrifice your body, and every single guy on 
that bench recognizes that when it happens," said goalie Cam Talbot, 
who made 35 stops in his first loss since March 1 after winning a career-
high eight consecutive starts. "We lost a couple guys tonight to that. 
That's just putting yourself before the team. That's what this team does 
best." 
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BOXSCORE: Pittsburgh 4, Wild 3 (OT) 

The Wild was chasing early, with Rickard Rakell capitalizing on a 
deflection only 1:06 after the opening faceoff, but the Wild answered 
back before the period ended. 

On the power play, Matt Dumba jabbed at the puck enough for it to 
barely trickle over the goal line at 10:51. 

Not only was the goal Dumba's second in as many games, but it was the 
first power-play tally by a Wild defenseman this season. 

Another early goal in the second put the Penguins back in front, this time 
a shot by Jake Guentzel off a rebound on the power play at 1:54. 
Pittsburgh finished 1-for-5, and the Wild was 1-for-4. 

That lead for the Penguins doubled after Rakell buried a 2-on-1 pass 
from Sidney Crosby at 9:49. 

Cue the Wild's comeback instincts. 

"It would have been easy to fold at 3-1 for sure," Evason said. "Guys just 
kept doing the right things." 

Only 14 seconds after having a Jordan Greenway goal disallowed 
because of a Pittsburgh challenge revealing the play as offside, Kevin 
Fiala passed to Gaudreau for a blistering one-timer that sailed by Casey 
DeSmith for Gaudreau's fourth point in his past four games. Fiala's 
helper pushed his point streak to five games. 

Boldy also assisted on the goal, his second of the night, before leaving 
the game. But the rally persisted shorthanded. 

Only 1:02 into the third, Kaprizov tied Gaborik at 83 points with his 38th 
goal of the season: a one-timer off a feed from Ryan Hartman that was 
his sixth goal during a five-game point streak. 

Kaprizov also set a Wild record for most goals in a single month at 14, 
and his five-game goal streak is tied for his career high. Only Nino 
Niederreiter (2017-18) and Brian Rolston (2007-08) have gone on longer 
runs in Wild history (six games). 

"It is impressive," Gaudreau said, "But at the same time, when you know 
the player, that's just what he does." 

Unlike the 5-4 shootout win on Nov. 6, the Wild couldn't pass the 
Penguins after pulling even. Before Malkin jammed the puck in, Talbot 
had already fended off five shots in the extra frame. DeSmith finished 
with 28 saves. 

But with 15 out of a possible 18 points secured from this stint in St. Paul, 
the Wild is leaving in a better position than it arrived in a few weeks ago. 

"Those are all going to be huge games on this road trip," Talbot said. 
"We have to take the momentum from this homestand and take it on the 
road." 
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Kirill Kaprizov on pace to shatter Marian Gaborik’s longstanding Wild 
record for points 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

Kirill Kaprizov carved out some space in the slot, made eye contact with 
linemate Ryan Hartman and, moments later, unleashed a no-doubter into 
the back of the net. As teammate Matt Dumba so succinctly put it, “He 
doesn’t miss from there.” 

No, he does not. 

That goal from Kaprizov on Thursday night at Xcel Energy Center tied 
the score 3-3, eventually forcing overtime in a game the Wild lost 4-3 to 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“He never seems to score an insignificant point,” Wild goaltender Cam 
Talbot said. “It’s never in those games that we’re already up or 
something like that. He’s not looking for his cookies or anything like that. 
He comes to play when the game is on the line. That’s why he’s a 
superstar.” 

There’s no doubt that the 24-year-old Kaprizov is a superstar. Yes, it’s 
OK to use that word. He already is up to 83 points this season — tied for 
sixth in the league — and has pulled even with Marion Gaborik’s 
longstanding franchise record for most points in a single season. 

The most impressive part? There are still 16 games left. In other words, 
not only is Kaprizov going to break Gaborik’s franchise record, he’s most 
likely going to shatter it. 

“I didn’t know,” teammate Freddy Gaudreau said this week when made 
aware that Kaprizov was closing in on Gaborik. “I just know he’s so good. 
That’s about it. The points add up really fast for him.” 

For some perspective, during Gaborik’s record-setting season in 2007-
08, he had 69 points through 65 games. In the same amount of games 
so far this season, Kaprizov already has 83 points, and has a realistic 
shot of reaching triple digits in the coming weeks. 

“The great thing about him is he works,” captain Jared Spurgeon said. 
“It’s not like he’s staying on the outside. He engages with everything. 
That leads into our team when a guy with that skill is also doing the dirty 
work, as well.” 

That’s something legendary goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury noticed 
immediately about Kaprizov after joining the Wild at the trade deadline. 

“He’s a special player, that’s for sure,” Fleury said. “The way he carries 
himself on the ice. His hands. His footwork. His speed. Even his 
physicality. He finishes his body checks. I think he surprises a lot of 
people with the reverse shoulder. He’s definitely fun to watch.” 

As soon as Kaprizov inevitably passes Gaborik — it could happen this 
weekend, possibly on Sunday in Washington against his idol Alex 
Ovechkin — he will take aim at a couple more franchise records. He 
currently has 38 goals and 45 assists so far this season. 

That means Kaprizov is well within striking distance of the Gaborik’s 
franchise record of 42 goals in a single season, which he shares with Eric 
Staal, as well as Pierre-Marc Bouchard’s franchise record of 50 assists in 
a single season. 

If Kaprizov reaches those marks, and there’s a good chance he will, it’s 
safe to assume it won’t be via a garbage-time goal. 

“There’s something special there,” coach Dean Evason said. “The knack 
to step up. We’ve seen it through history that great players do that. They 
don’t necessarily score in the 7-1  games. They score in all situations, 
and most importantly, in the tight types of games, they step up and find a 
way. He’s a special player.” 
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Mike Harrington: RJ gets his 'beautiful noise' on amazing night in Sabres 
history 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter7-9 minutes 
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Buffalo Sabres players pose with Rick Jeanneret after defeating the 
Nashville Predators 4-3. 

Many of the words were memorable, even downright profound in spots. 
The emotions were heavy in a lovely way from start to finish. The banner 
in the rafters – neatly featuring a microphone – looks like it's been there 
forever. And now it will be. 

But what we'll remember most from RJ Night is the noise. 

It's what this hockey town has lacked so often in the last 11 years 
because there hasn't remotely been enough to cheer for. 

The roar when Rick Jeanneret walked that blue carpet from the Zamboni 
entrance to take his place for Friday night's pregame ceremony was epic. 
And it didn't stop. We haven't heard any sort of ovation like that in 
KeyBank Center in ages. The chants of "RJ, RJ, RJ" resonated deeply. 
There was no way for owner Terry Pegula – who got booed when his 
name was mentioned – to give his remarks over the din.  

Pegula then neatly improvised and waved his arms, exhorting the crowd 
to turn up the noise even more. Got the crowd back on his side. And the 
fans followed instructions. Said Pegula finally in cutting his remarks short, 
"I'm supposed to say something about Rick, but I think the crowd just 
said it all." 

It was more of the same when Jeanneret wrapped his speech by simply 
saying to the crowd, "I love you." 

And, oh, how you've loved him back. Both on Friday and for the last 51 
years. 

"I thought 'I love you' kind of summed it up," Jeanneret said as he met 
reporters during the first intermission of the Sabres' pulsating 4-3 victory 
over  Nashville. "It means everything to me. ... It's just something that 
came to mind. I didn't know how to end it. I honestly didn't. I had to speak 
and I had to say something. And I thought that was the best way to end 
it. So I did." 

You looked on the ice and you saw so many of his old broadcast 
partners. Jim Lorentz was down there. So was Harry Neale. And Mike 
Robitaille, Larry Playfair and Danny Gare, too. Jeanneret was particularly 
touched to see Ted Darling's widow, Sheila, and his son Joel, a longtime 
executive with Hockey Night in Canada. There were a couple dozen 
former players. 

"It was wonderful," he said. "To see all of the guys that came back to this, 
all the alumni guys and to have all the former broadcasters that I've 
worked with over the years, pretty special, too. So it's awfully nice. 
Knowing they had my back, so to speak, when I was up there speaking." 

Current partner Rob Ray brought down the house when he represented 
the alumni by saying simply, "You deserve to be in the rafters as much as 
anyone who ever wore the uniform." 

The game was something as well. When Peyton Krebs banged home a 
Dylan Cozens rebound less than three minutes into the first period, the 
old barn exploded. Krebs called the crowd "electric" and he was so 
pumped he did a Lambeau Leap into the glass. Tage Thompson had two 
goals to get his total to 30. Remember, a lot of these young guys have 
never seen the building like this. In the third period, the fans did the 
Wave and unleashed pounding versions of "Let's Go Buff-a-lo." 

"It's a big difference. It changes the game for us," Thompson said. "We 
get momentum swings and feed off that energy and that noise." 

We know it can be like this every night because we've seen it. Jeanneret 
says it can be like this again. And soon. 

"I know that we were talking down there tonight with the alumni saying 
that this club is getting pretty good pretty quick," Jeanneret said. "It's not 
going to happen this year. But I'd be very surprised and very 
disappointed if they're not in the playoffs next year. I'm not saying 
winning the Cup, I'm saying if they're not in the playoffs." 

Why so sure? Easy. 

"It's their attitude," Jeanneret said. "They're so positive about everything. 
It's almost like they went out and they won a game and said, 'Hey, we 
can play in this league. We can beat bigger guys in this league.' And they 
have been playing like that." 

After the morning skate, Syracuse-area native and lifelong Sabres fan 
Alex Tuch – who might prove to be the most important trade acquisition 
since Chris Drury and Daniel Briere – recounted what it was like to meet 
Jeanneret for the first time after he was dealt here from Vegas in 
November. 

"I told him that my dad was really jealous that I got to meet him in one of 
my first games here and he was like, 'No, come on, Alex. Stop kidding 
with me,' " Tuch recalled. "And I was like, 'No, my dad's gonna be really 
jealous because it was every game my dad and I would listen to RJ and 
we loved it.' " 

When the game ended, the Sabres brought Jeanneret out of the tunnel. 
Tuch and Cody Eakin escorted him onto the ice. The decibel level soared 
yet again. The players tapped their sticks on the ice and raised them in 
salute. Then they posed for a group picture with RJ. The legend of 
Buffalo hockey with the the hopes of Buffalo's hockey future. 

You have to give it up to the Sabres on this night. The players entered 
the arena wearing suspenders and turtlenecks in a tribute to RJ's favorite 
attire. They played hard, entertaining hockey, showing fans there's plenty 
of reasons to come back this season and in the future. Even coach Don 
Granato walked into his postgame press conference with suspenders on. 

"Special night. Special night," Granato said with a big smile. 

The ceremony was understated but classy. The video presentations, as 
always, were tremendously done (how amazing they would look on a 
2022-era Jumbotron). During the game, a who's who of stars honored 
Jeanneret. Wayne Gretzky, Jim Kelly and Chris Berman got big cheers. 
So did Ryan Miller – whose No. 30 should get in those rafters pronto – as 
well as Pat LaFontaine and Lindy Ruff. And RJ's family.  

During his pregame speech, Jeanneret invoked the 1976 Neil Diamond 
song "Beautiful Noise." Said Jeanneret, "He reminisces about everyday 
sounds from the streets. ... My beautiful noise is a little different. Mine is 
the roar of the crowd." 

Asked about it later, you could tell Jeanneret was containing his 
emotions. 

"It meant an awful lot to me," he said. "I love them and they love me. I 
guess it's reciprocal. And I think we both tried to show it here tonight." 
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Observations: Sabres treat sold-out crowd to complete effort on RJ Night 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter9-11 minutes 

 

Buffalo Sabres forward Victor Olofsson celebrates his goal against the 
Nashville Predators during the second period at the KeyBank Center on 
Friday, April 1, 2022. 

The 19,070 fans came to KeyBank Center from near and far Friday night 
to celebrate the 51-year career of beloved play-by-play announcer Rick 
Jeanneret, filing to their seats long before puck drop to watch an 
emotional pregame ceremony. 

They wore the various colors and logos of the franchise from its inception 
in 1970. The building’s first sold-out Sabres crowd since Feb. 16, 2020, 
was filled with jerseys featuring names of players who were uttered by 
Jeanneret on the air through good times and bad. 
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For those who didn’t attend a game during the abbreviated 2020-21 
season, and those who needed a reason to return following the 
dismantling of the Sabres’ former core, this was their first in-person 
introduction to the band of young players who are blossoming in 
Jeanneret’s final season. 

From Peyton Krebs’ leap into the glass after his opening goal that made 
the fans roar, to Tage Thompson reaching the 30-goal milestone, the 
Sabres gave those in attendance more reasons to return in their 4-3 win 
over the Nashville Predators to kick off the final month of the season. 

"That was a lot of fun," said Krebs, who was part of the trade that sent 
Jack Eichel to Vegas. "It gets you excited, obviously. … It makes you 
want to win a Stanley Cup, for sure. Having people in the building every 
night, we’re going to win a lot of hockey games." 

The Sabres (25-33-11) extended their point streak to eight games 
following a March in which they posted an 8-3-3 record. Victor Olofsson’s 
15th goal of the season, a power-play one-timer in the second period, 
gave Buffalo a lead it didn't relinquish. Goalie Craig Anderson made 22 
saves, including 10 during Nashville's push in the third, and the Sabres 
registered 35 or more shots on goal for the third-straight game. 

Buffalo scored three goals in the first period, beginning with Krebs’ 
opening marker only 2:14 into the game off a Dylan Cozens rebound, to 
take a 3-1 lead. Thompson scored twice to cap blue-collar plays by the 
top line, most notably Alex Tuch, who used his speed and physicality to 
get the puck back from the Predators and extend possession for Buffalo. 

"I'm very happy the way our guys handled potential pressure," said 
Sabres coach Don Granato. 

The Predators (39-25-4) rallied from the two-goal deficit by scoring twice 
in a span of 1:38 late in the first period. Michael McCarron deflected Matt 
Benning’s point shot, and Jeremy Lauzon tied it when his initial shot went 
wide, off the glass, and he scored on a centering pass from Matt 
Duchene. 

But the Sabres roared back with an impressive second period in which 
the Predators had only five shots on goal. Olofsson gave Buffalo the 4-3 
lead with his one-timer on a cross-ice pass from Cozens, and the Sabres 
almost added another when Juuse Saros made a split save to rob Tuch 
with 2:14 remaining. 

"Tonight was a great challenge and we’ve had lots of challenges like that 
in the past five or six games," said Thompson. "Every time we’re in a 
situation like that, it’s nothing but a building block for that. I think we 
welcome those challenges, and it’s fun to be apart of and grow from." 

The effort continued in the third period, even when the Predators pushed 
to tie the score. And though the Sabres twice missed the empty net in the 
game's final moments, they skated off with the win.  

When Jeanneret ended his emotional pregame speech with three words, 
“I love you,” the Sabres’ players left the bench to gather at center ice and 
raised their sticks high in the air to salute the man of the night. Then, they 
thanked the fans by displaying the work ethic shared by the great teams 
in franchise history that were the subject of Jeanneret’s most famous 
calls. 

As the crowd roared in approval of the Sabres holding on for the win, 
Tuch and Cody Eakin escored Jeanneret onto the ice where the subjects 
of the fans' adoration basked in an atmosphere unlike any in KeyBank 
Center in years. 

"We're excited for the future," said Krebs. 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Ascending 

The dynamic skill Thompson has shown during this breakout season was 
on display during many practices under former coaches Phil Housley and 
Ralph Krueger. In addition to the shift to center, Thompson has gained 
more strength – which has been particularly useful on the forecheck – 

and he’s receiving opportunity with a coach who is willing to have 
patience with young players. 

Thompson was unfairly compared to Ryan O’Reilly because of the 
blockbuster trade that helped St. Louis win a Stanley Cup. But it’s 
working out for both sides, as Thompson’s 30-goal season is more than 
O’Reilly or Sam Reinhart ever had as a Sabre. 

"It feels awesome," said Thompson. "Obviously a lot of credit goes to the 
teammates and the opportunity that I’ve been given by Donny in playing 
in all situations. It’s a really rewarding feeling. Obviously the first couple 
years of my career I had to grind a little bit there and find my way. I feel 
like I’m starting to get my footing here in the league and just try to 
continue to work, grow and get better each day." 

2. Big impact 

The puck hasn’t gone in much for Tuch since February. He had two 
goals, including an empty netter, in his previous 20 games entering 
Friday.  But Tuch showed again why he’s been so important to the 
Sabres since joining the lineup in December. He’s relentless in getting 
the puck back and his work on the forecheck led to each of Thompson’s 
goal in the first period. 

It was Tuch who flattened Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm in the 
corner before Thompson’s pass from the right circle to Jeff Skinner at the 
far post was deflected in for a 3-1 Sabres lead at 13:22 into the first 
period. 

3.  Back in action 

Mattias Samuelsson returned from his one-game injury absence to play 
an important role on the blue line. The 22-year-old blocked a shot on a 
key Sabres penalty kill early in the second period, and he used his 
strength on the forecheck to limit Nashville in its offensive zone. 

Samuelsson was on the ice in the final moments with the game on the 
line and helped clear the front of the net as the Sabres secured the win. 
He finished with five hits and four blocked shots in 23:45 of ice time.  

4. Around the boards 

Forwards Anders Bjork and John Hayden, and defenseman Will Butcher 
were healthy scratches. … Defenseman Colin Miller remains in Covid-19 
protocol. … Sabres prospect Arttu Ruotsalainen was named the AHL 
Player of the Month for March after he totaled eight goals and 18 points 
in 13 games for Rochester. Ruotsalainen has 16 goals and 42 points in 
44 games with the Amerks this season. … This was Henri Jokiharju’s 
200th career NHL game. … With a pair of primary assists, Cozens 
registered his second multi-point game in three games. 

5. Next 

The Sabres will host Sam Reinhart and the Florida Panthers on Sunday 
at 1 p.m. Buffalo has been outscored 13-5 in two losses to Florida this 
season. 
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'RJ, RJ, RJ': KeyBank Center fans erupt as Rick Jeanneret goes to the 
rafters 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter3-3 minutes 

 

A couple dozen alumni and former broadcast partners were stationed on 
the ice with Jeanneret. So were Sabres owners Terry and Kim Pegula, 
General Manager Kevyn Adams and family members representing 
Jeanneret's Memorial Auditorium broadcast partner Ted Darling. 
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The Pegulas, who wear the bulk of the Sabres' 11-year playoff drought in 
the eyes of fans, got booed when they were introduced, but Terry Pegula 
knew what to do as the crowd roared while Jeanneret made his entrance. 
Going to the microphone to try to speak, Pegula had no chance. So then 
he decided to exhort the crowd and it roared even more. 

"I'm supposed to say something about Rick, but I think the crowd just 
said it all," said Pegula. 

Sabres players entered the arena wearing suspenders and turtlenecks in 
honor of Jeanneret, who has become well-known over the years for 
wearing suspenders on the air. In uniform, the players watched the 
ceremony from their bench area and then came to center ice to raise 
their sticks in salute of Jeanneret when it ended. 

Sabres Predators 

Buffalo Sabres players salute play-by-play announcer Rick Jeanneret as 
he honored with a banner bearing his name in the rafters of the KeyBank 
Center prior to playing the Nashville Predators on Friday, April 1, 2022. 

Harry Scull Jr./Buffalo News 

Jeanneret, 79, has been on the air with the Sabres since October of 
1971, at the start of their second season. He started as an analyst 
alongside Darling and did the play-by-play when Darling was on 
television. As most of the schedule became televised in the late 70s and 
early 80s, Darling became the full-time TV broadcaster and Jeanneret 
became the club's regular radio voice, a role he held until 1995. 
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RJ Night in KeyBank Center the beginning of a difficult April for the 
Sabres 

 

Lance Lysowski  3-3 minutes 

 

When the ceremony honoring Rick Jeanneret is complete and the banner 
is raised to the rafters Friday night, the Buffalo Sabres have a game to 
play against another playoff team in front of a sold-out crowd in KeyBank 
Center. 

The Sabres (24-33-11) will try to extend their point streak to eight games 
when they face the Nashville Predators (39-24-4) at 7 p.m. The previous 
meeting between the two teams ended with a 4-1 win for Buffalo in 
Bridgestone Arena. 

Much has changed for the Sabres since that night in January. They went 
8-3-3 in March, earning victories over Toronto, Minnesota, Vegas, 
Calgary, Vancouver, Pittsburgh and Chicago. Five of Buffalo's last six 
games have gone to overtime, including shootout losses to Washington 
and Winnipeg. 

"I think our confidence has taken a leap forward," said Sabres winger 
Alex Tuch. "I think the game against Chicago really showed us that, 'Hey, 
ya know what, as long as we keep a positive attitude, as long as we 
never just give up.' ... To see us go down 4-0 against Chicago, and you 
could look down the bench and no one was hanging their heads. No one 
was like, 'It's over, it's 4-0.' Everyone was like, 'OK, well, let's go one goal 
at a time, let's go one shift at a time and see what we can do.' 

"We've had a couple of those games where we've been able to come 
back, force overtime and play really well in the third period. I think that 
really goes to show the maturity of this group over the last couple 
months. Just to see us from Christmas until now, I think it's a completely 
different team and we're having a lot of fun with it, too." 
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Erik Brady: Pete Weber comes home to do his job and to say goodbye to 
Rick Jeanneret 

 

Erik Brady Special to The News7-9 minutes 

 

Former Bisons and Sabres play-by-play announcer Pete Weber. 

When the NHL schedule came out, Pete Weber was happy to see that 
his Nashville Predators would play in Buffalo on April Fools’ Day. 

“I found that humorous,” Pete says, “because it is Paul Wieland’s favorite 
holiday.” 

Months later, Pete found out that this year, April 1 is Rick Jeanneret Day 
in Buffalo. “And my first thought,” Pete says, “was that this could not be 
more perfect for me.” 

That’s because Pete, 71, and Rick, 79, are old friends. Pete was at one 
time the radio voice of the Buffalo Sabres while Rick was their TV voice. 
They have known each other for more than 45 years and are mutual 
admirers. 

“I couldn’t believe my good luck,” Pete says about the calendar lining up 
for him. So tonight he can offer his huzzahs in person along with the rest 
of the KeyBank Center crowd. 

There is another part, too, that adds to the symmetry — a part that Pete 
is too modest to say. 

Rick Jeanneret is to Buffalo as Pete Weber is to Nashville. 

Rick has been a voice of the Sabres since their second season, in 1971. 
And Pete has been a voice of the Predators since their first season, in 
1998. (It’s only right to use their first names here, since both have 
achieved first-name status in their cities.) 

“With RJ, it is not just about the longevity,” Pete says. “It’s the impression 
he makes upon people. His style of call is emotional. He always has you 
riveted, and that’s really difficult to do.” 

Pete came to Buffalo to work in radio in 1976. He left in 1978 to call 
games for the NHL’s Los Angeles Kings and then the NBA’s Seattle 
Supersonics, and came back to Buffalo in 1982. He stayed until Nashville 
came calling in 1998. 

Pete listened closely to Vin Scully, the great Dodgers broadcaster, when 
he was in LA, and thinks Rick has some of Scully’s best qualities. 

“Rick takes a very simple approach,” Pete says. “He takes the first page 
of the lineup sheet, and that’s really what he works off of. He watches the 
game and describes what he sees. I can’t think of a better way to 
approach life. 

“Some guys — and I’m not going to decry what they do — but they get 
hung up on all the little notes. I think that gets in the way sometimes. It’s 
like when I was in LA: Ross Porter (on Dodgers radio) was the stats nut. 
And Vin Scully was the great describer. I think all of us prefer all the 
emotion and description that Vin put into his work.” 

Minutiae can bog down a broadcast. That never happens with Rick. The 
game is fast, the puck capricious. But RJ keeps on the call — across the 
ice, and across the decades. 

Even when someone swipes his beer. 

Pete tells a story about one night, in the 1980s, when the Sabres played 
the Whalers in Hartford. Mike Robitaille set a beer down in front of Rick in 
their press box perch. “Just then a hand came up,” Pete says, “like Thing 
on the Addams Family.” A fan had grabbed the beer midgame and took 
off with it — and Rick didn’t miss a beat. Here’s how Pete remembers 
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Rick’s call: “Here comes Housley to center, somebody stole my beer, and 
they dump it into the right corner.” 

Pete hastens to add it was the puck, not the beer, that got dumped. 

Maybe you know the pastime called Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon. Well, 
Pete can draw connections to most anyone in hockey history through 
Terry Crisp, his longtime broadcast partner. Think of it as Crispy Bacon. 

Terry Crisp and Rick Jeanneret? Oh, that’s easy. Rick was the voice of 
the Niagara Falls Flyers of the Ontario Hockey Association in the early 
1960s when Crisp was playing there. Crisp, of course, would go on to be 
one of only a handful in hockey history who won Stanley Cups as a 
player and as a coach. He went on to be paired with Pete on air for much 
of their time in Nashville. 

The duo are so beloved in Middle Tennessee that the bar inside 
Bridgestone Arena is called Pete & Terry’s Tavern. And there, framed on 
the wall, is a gold jacket that Weber wore in the mid-1980s when he was 
an intermission host on Sabres broadcasts. “Century 21 would be proud,” 
Pete says. 

Pete Weber's gold jacket 

Pete’s gold jacket from his days as an intermission host for Sabres TV in 
the 1980s. It hangs at Pete & Terry’s Tavern in Nashville. 

He believes there should be a bar at KeyBank Center named for Rick. 
Maybe they could call it Rick and Rayzor’s. 

“If there is anyone who loves what he does, it is Rick,” Pete says. “I think 
that is why it has been so hard for him to separate himself from the job.” 

Speaking of which: How many years until Pete Weber Night in Nashville? 

“When they signed me to a new deal,” he says, “they said they wanted 
me to do the job for as long as I want to and am able. And I said, ‘I can’t 
see me doing it for too much more than 15 more years.’ ” 

Crisp will turn 80 this summer within weeks of Rick doing the same. 
Recently Crisp announced that this is his last season as a host on 
Predators games. He and Pete will do a couple of farewell game 
broadcasts together on Easter weekend. 

“People see me in the hallway and they say, ‘Don’t you retire, too,’ ” Pete 
says. “That makes me feel good, and sad — sad because Terry is going 
to retire.” 

That’s just what Rick Jeanneret Night will feel like tonight. Sabres fans 
will feel good, and sad, all at once. 

We’re going to miss him. 

Far more than he missed that beer in Hartford. 

The Buffalo News: Good Morning, Buffalo 

The smart way to start your day. We sift through all the news to give you 
a concise, informative look at the top headlines and must-read stories 
every weekday. 
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Banner raised, so is fans' volume in sendoff to longtime Sabres voice 
Rick Jeanneret. The love is mutual 

 

John Vogl7-9 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The fans just kept cheering. Wouldn’t stop. The 
booming noise grew louder and louder, generating enough energy to 
shake the banners in the rafters. 

It definitely made Rick Jeanneret’s lower lip tremble. As the Sabres 
announcer stood on the ice Friday with applause, cheers and chants 
cascading around him, he fought to keep tears from falling. He was 
successful at that, but the quivering lip — just like the noise — wouldn’t 
go away. 

“The noise you and all the others have created is like my lullaby. I find it 
very soothing,” Jeanneret said as the Sabres unfurled a banner in his 
honor. “So, how do I acknowledge the hundreds of thousands of people 
who’ve gone through the doors of the Aud and here at KeyBank Center? 
How do I acknowledge the now it must be millions who’ve been listening 
and watching over the last 51 years? 

“Well, I’ll tell you how much I appreciate your beautiful noise. I have only 
three words. Just three. 

“I. Love. You.” 

Sabreland loves him back. It’s been evident throughout his five decades 
chronicling the action. Fans have heartily welcomed him to their living 
room or car via television and radio since 1971 — and even longer 
counting the Buffalo Bisons of the AHL. Jeanneret has been the 
soundtrack to exhilarating plays, heart-warming moments and gut-
wrenching defeats. 

As his name, initials and seasons of service joined nine others in Sabres 
immortality, he and the fans delivered an unforgettable night. It was an 
outpouring of affection that may be unmatched in the franchise’s history 
as retirement awaits at the end of the month. 

“I thought ‘I love you’ kind of summed it up,” Jeanneret said after the 
ceremony. “I didn’t know how to end it. I honestly didn’t, and I had to say 
something, and I thought that was the best way to end it.” 

Oh, that was hardly the end. Far from it. 

As the Sabres clung to a 4-3 lead in the final minute, the first sellout 
crowd in more than two years rose to its feet again. They began 
chanting, “RJ! RJ!” as the clock ticked toward zero. The 79-year-old, 
who’s normally in the arena’s upper reaches in the press box, was 
standing behind the bench. After the Sabres closed out Nashville, 
forwards Alex Tuch and Cody Eakin held Jeanneret by the arms and 
walked him onto the ice. 

Jeanneret’s lullaby returned, though there’s no way anyone could have 
slept through the pandemonium. 

“Everyone knows that Buffalo’s a passionate sports city,” center Tage 
Thompson said. “RJ has done so much for this city that I don’t think 
anyone in here was surprised they’d be cheering all the way to the 
buzzer — and then even after that.” 

For Jeanneret, the party will continue Saturday. He’s headed to a closed-
door luncheon with the alumni, where he’ll be toasted by Pat LaFontaine, 
Brad May and a long list of others. 

For the public, Friday was the big chance to salute a legend. Did they 
ever. 

“I could hear them before I even got out there,” Jeanneret said. 

It was a full-on party in the arena. The concourses started filling more 
than two hours before puck drop. The early arrivals headed straight to 
the giveaway table and walked away smiling, a replica RJ banner 
grasped tightly in their hands. 

The atrium also featured multiple photo stations lined with balloons, 
Jeanneret’s catchphrases and huge lights that read, “RJ Night.” And, in 
an ideal tribute to an announcer once known for lubing his golden pipes, 
long lines formed at the arena bars. 

He even joked about suds when asked about the key to his longevity. 
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“A few beers here and there might have helped, I’ll tell you that,” 
Jeanneret said. “I don’t do that much anymore, but it was a staple of my 
diet for a long time.” 

These fans fed him love, respect and admiration. In addition to applause, 
Buffalo’s backers made their presence felt with signs in the seats. “RJ 
made me a Sabres fan” and “Thank you for rolling the highlight film, RJ” 
were among the elite of the lower level while the highest point of the 300 
section featured “Top shelf where mama hides the cookies.” 

It was the Sabres’ first sellout since a visit by Toronto on Feb. 16, 2020 
— a run of 775 days. 

“You throw his name in the mix and it ties in 50-plus years,” coach Don 
Granato said. “Nobody wants to miss that.” 

The banner-raising ceremony began with a three-minute video of 
Jeanneret’s famous calls. Friends, former colleagues and retired players 
filtered onto the ice during the highlights. Jeanneret soon joined them to 
an ovation for the ages. 

Fans simply didn’t want to stop. Owner Terry Pegula walked to the 
podium to speak, but it would have been futile. A handful of rock bands 
couldn’t have provided enough speakers to drown out the noise. When 
Pegula leaned toward the microphone, the cheers got even louder. 

The owner stared at Jeanneret, looked to the entertainment coordinators 
— and gave up. Pegula joined in, waving his arms to exhort the crowd to 
get more boisterous. 

“I’m supposed to say something about Rick,” Pegula finally said, “but I 
think the crowd just said it all.” 

The continued ovation got to Jeanneret’s heart and lower lip. 

“It means everything to me,” he said. 

Tributes came from everywhere. Speakers on the video board included 
Ryan Miller, Lindy Ruff, Jim Kelly, Chris Berman, Gilbert Perreault, 
Patrick Kane and LaFontaine. The crew sitting behind Jeanneret during 
the ceremony included former wingmen Jim Lorentz, Mike Robitaille, 
Larry Playfair, Danny Gare, Harry Neale and the family of the late Ted 
Darling. More than 30 alumni were on the ice or watching from the 
background. 

“I speak for all Sabres alumni when I say you deserve to be in the rafters 
as much as anyone who ever wore the uniform,” color commentator and 
alumni president Rob Ray said. 

Tuch grew up listening to Jeanneret in his home near Syracuse. He was 
practically giddy at the morning skate while picturing the full house. He 
was ecstatic to share the game-closing moments. 

“Everything that he’s done for this community and for this organization, 
I’m really happy to see the fans come out and support him because he 
deserves it,” Tuch said. “Going to NHL games is not something the 
average person can do on an everyday basis. To be able to sit at home 
and watch and hear the passion that a guy like RJ has, I think it allowed 
people to connect to the Sabres at a really personal level.” 

The connection showed in every way imaginable Friday. 

“I love them and they love me,” Jeanneret said. “We both tried to show 
it.” 
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Rangers a complete no-show in lifeless loss to Islanders: 'We were 
horses–t' 

 

Larry Brooks4-6 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

The standings were a liar, the Rangers were imposters and the pages of 
the calendar seemed to have flipped backward about 365 days.  

Friday night represented a flashback to the Nightmare of 2020-21 in 
which the Islanders were the Blueshirts’ daddies. It didn’t matter that the 
narrative had been reversed the first five-plus months of this season. It 
didn’t matter that the Rangers — on their way to the playoffs after a four-
year drought — entered the match with a 26-point lead on the Islanders, 
who are just a month away from going home for the summer.  

In the immortal words of head coach Gerard Gallant in the wake of his 
team’s 3-0 defeat at the Garden, it only mattered that, “We were horses–
t.”  

This was, quite appropriately, a night of scatological references for the 
Rangers, who for some inexplicable reason, simply failed to report for 
duty. For when Gallant’s pithy review of his club’s performance had 
ended and after Mika Zibanejad had said that, “It was just not 
acceptable,” Artemi Panarin was asked for his take on the matter.  

“So we came out and kind of dirtied up our pants out there,” No. 10 said 
through an interpreter, who is believed to have, er, cleaned up the 
winger’s assessment.  

It is all but impossible to know where to start with this. Or maybe this 
wouldn’t all be necessary if the Rangers actually had started their 
engines with the opening puck drop. Instead, the quintet of Zibanejad, 
Chris Kreider, Frank Vatrano, K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba were 
sloppy with the puck and were pinned in their end before icing it just 58 
seconds into the contest. The remaining 59:02 did not get much better.  

“At least we do it together as a team. We do it as a team,” said a 
perturbed Gallant. “Like the great game we played in Pittsburgh [on 
Tuesday], we did it as a team. Tonight, we get the other side of it.  

“We never got into it. We threw a couple of hits in the third period trying 
to wake up when it 3-0 but it was too late then. You come to the rink to 
compete from the start. It looked like we were reaching for pucks all 
night. We skated in quicksand all night.”  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

There was one soft, careless play after another at both lines. None of the 
marquee athletes were able to rise above the muck. None of the leaders 
were able to elevate their teammates’ games. One was as bad as the 
next. That went for Zibanejad, that went for Kreider, that went for 
Panarin, that went for Adam Fox.  

“I wish I had an answer,” Zibanejad said. “I’m not going to take anything 
away from them, but it’s one thing to lose when you play a pretty good 
game like the last one we lost to them, a tight game, and another thing 
like this one where we didn’t come up to our standards or our level.  

“That’s on us.”  

The Islanders defeated the Rangers 2-1 at MSG on March 17 in a taut, 
tense match that served as a showcase for dueling netminders Igor 
Shesterkin and Ilya Sorokin. Shesterkin was back for this one, facing 18 
shots while recording a save percentage of under .880 for the fourth time 
in his past eight starts, but it was Semyon Varlamov who recorded the 
shutout, his fifth in eight starts against the Blueshirts over the past two 
years and fourth straight at the Garden. Though Natural Stat Trick credits 
the Rangers with 20 scoring chances, it is darn nigh impossible to recall 
a scintillating save at that end of the ice.  

You know when it’s bad for the Rangers? When the power play 
accumulates all of two shots on net while on the man-advantage for 6:00 
through an 0-for-3 night, that’s how you know it’s bad. That’s how bad it 
was in this one, when the top guns — including Trouba — shared prime 
responsibility for the debacle.  
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If not for the Rangers’ 13-5 record against the conference’s other seven 
playoff-bound teams, one might extrapolate danger out of this one. But 
the lack of effort and absence of any sort of pushback were such 
exceptions, it is probably best to regard this as a one-off.  

Unless, that is, it becomes more than that. 
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Islanders' Mathew Barzal thriving since return from ankle injury 

 

Ethan Sears3-4 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

Mathew Barzal recently estimated that it takes five or six games to fully 
recover after the sort of injury he dealt with in early March. 

So, here are Barzal’s numbers since playing those first seven games 
after returning to the lineup: seven games, two goals, six assists and a 
spot on the second line that has helped propel the Islanders to the best 
hockey they’ve played all year. 

Suffice to say, Barzal feels fine. 

“Going down for two weeks on an ankle injury, it’s different than upper 
body,” Barzal said Thursday night. “I can’t really do anything with my 
legs, lost a little bit of muscle and endurance.” 

For a player such as Barzal, who makes his living on his edges, skating 
around opposing defenders, that would seem to be a big problem. But 
not 24 hours after he said that, Barzal was skating circles around the 
Rangers, tallying a goal and an assist — notching his 300th career point 
in the process — in a dominant 3-0 Islanders victory at Madison Square 
Garden. 

“I think again, it just comes down to chemistry with our line and like I said, 
it’s been a bit of a blender this year just with guys injured and so many 
different situations,” he said after the game. “We’ve had some just solid 
games with our line and I think you see it with everybody.” 

This is true — Barzal noted Oliver Wahlstrom’s forechecking following 
Friday’s game — and a bit ironic. For much of the year, the working 
assumption was that Barzal and Anders Lee needed to find a right winger 
who could complement them the same way Jordan Eberle did. Turns out, 
the Islanders started playing their best hockey of the season when 
Barzal’s injury forced Lee to play on a line without him, and forced Barzal 
to come back with Wahlstrom and Zach Parise on either side of him. 

Asked on Friday whether it was jarring at first to play without Lee — the 
duo being a constant in recent years — Barzal said no, then answered 
not in terms of himself, but in terms of what fit Lee best. 

“With Brock [Nelson] and [Anthony Beauvillier] playing that give-and-go 
hockey, he’s able to get netfront and win battles down low for them,” 
Barzal said. “That’s really the bread and butter to his game.” 

The framing there is telling. 

“The pieces all fall in different ways,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said 
before the game. “Barzy was out and we did well and so he understood 
just cause you come back … maybe we found a new formula, that’s all. 
He understands that.” 

Barzal hasn’t adjusted his game much with new wingers next to him, and 
that has suited him just fine. The Islanders will take no solace from how 
late in the season they’ve found a working order to their forward lines, but 
they have at least found it. 
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Islanders penalty kill keeps Rangers in check 

 

Ethan Sears3-4 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

Before Friday’s Islanders-Rangers match, Barry Trotz was looking 
through the numbers and realized that, at five-on-five, there was little to 
no difference between the two teams. 

And, though the Rangers are among the league’s best on the power play, 
that suited the Islanders just fine. 

“Obviously that’s [associate coach] Lane [Lambert’s] forte and it’s his 
area of expertise,” Trotz said. “He puts his heart and soul into it and the 
players understand that. He’s got good adjustments and good reads and 
we’ve got good, intelligent players in those roles, too.” 

It showed again in a clean three-for-three showing in Friday’s 3-0 win 
against the Rangers, the Islanders are 22-for-25 (88 percent) on the kill 
since the injury and just shut down the second-best power play in the 
league by percentage. 

In a low-event game where the Islanders mostly managed to play to their 
style at even strength, two first period penalties could have derailed 
things. Instead, they came and went, four minutes off the clock, and little 
to worry about. That’s how it’s gone lately. 

The Islanders have taken the fewest penalties of any team in the league, 
and yes, in playing their 67th game on Friday, they have more or less 
caught up to the other 31 teams in that category. Though much of the 
machinery that made them so good in the two seasons before this one 
has broken down, this cog has stayed working. 

That’s in no small part due to Semyon Varlamov — who had 27 saves on 
Friday — and Ilya Sorokin, who have combined to put the Isles second in 
the league in shorthanded save percentage. 

But this is not merely a balancing act from the goaltenders. 

“We have a lot of guys that can kill,” Casey Cizikas said. 

On Friday, the Islanders again proved the truth of that. 

Before the game, Trotz ran down the Islanders’ penalty killers on the 
back end, all of whom have contributed recently. That has been by 
necessity. 

When Scott Mayfield and Cal Clutterbuck went down with a season-
ending injury at the trade deadline, the clearest point of impact for the 
Islanders was on the penalty kill. 

At the time, Clutterbuck led all Islanders forwards in ice time at four-on-
five. His style of play — grinding, straight-line, hard-hitting and safe with 
the puck — fits the penalty kill perfectly. Ironically, his ability there was 
perhaps the biggest reason to suspect Clutterbuck would be on the move 
at the deadline, before his signing an extension and undergoing season-
ending surgery. 

Without him, though, an Islanders penalty kill that had been among the 
best in the league has … stayed among the best in the league. 

Andy Greene missed his second straight game, though he did participate 
in warmups. 

Robin Salo was sent down to AHL Bridgeport after an emergency recall. 
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Rangers blanked by rival Islanders as four-game winning streak snapped 

 

Mollie Walker4-5 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

For a matchup that’s commonly referred to as the Battle of New York, 
there wasn’t much action.  

And one can count on the Islanders to thrive in games like that.  

The Rangers were shut out for just the fourth time this season in a 
lifeless 3-0 loss to the Islanders on Friday night at the Garden. 
Appropriately, one of the Rangers’ worst defeats of the season came on 
April Fools’ Day, as the home team resembled that of a punchline to a 
bad joke.  

“Islanders played a good game, we were horses–t,” head coach Gerard 
Gallant quipped after the loss, which dropped the Rangers to 44-20-5. “At 
least we do it together as a team. We do it as a team. Like the great 
games we played in Pittsburgh, we done it as a team. Tonight, get the 
other side of it.”  

The loss snapped a four-game winning streak for the Rangers, who are 
now at risk of being surpassed in the Metropolitan Divisions standings 
should the Penguins prevail against the Avalanche on Saturday 
afternoon.  

Putting Friday night behind them, however, is surely the more pressing 
matter. Especially with one more game against the Islanders scheduled 
for April 21 on Long Island.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Top-line center Mathew Barzal led the Islanders with the third and final 
goal of the night, as well as the primary assist on Matt Martin’s 2-0 score 
in the second period. His completely uncontested drive to the net less 
than three minutes into the third encapsulated how things went for the 
Rangers on Friday.  

Gallant even pulled Igor Shesterkin with 7:40 left in regulation, though the 
Rangers coach put the star goalie back in net for the ensuing defensive 
zone faceoff.  

Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov turned aside all 27 shots he faced 
in his second shutout of the season and fourth in a row at MSG, while 
Shesterkin allowed three goals on a season-low shots against total (18) 
for a full-game appearance. For a Rangers team that has outshot its 
opponent in the past six straight games, it was glaring how little it took for 
the Isles to keep them at a comfortable distance.  

The three high-sticking penalties through two periods — en route to four 
total infractions on the night — did not help the Rangers, either.  

“Looked like we were skating in quicksand all night,” Gallant said.  

After a Rangers turnover in the offensive zone, the Islanders sent the 
play the other way and Barzal fed Martin for the two-goal lead just under 
five minutes into the middle frame. The Islanders had scored two goals 
on just six shots at that point.  

Despite three power-play opportunities, the Rangers struggled to set up 
and just didn’t have their usual spark with the man-advantage.  

The next meeting is sure to be more exciting than Friday night was, but 
that’s a low bar to clear.  

“Just not acceptable,” Mika Zibanejad said. “I think that was obviously not 
good enough. I can’t take anything away from them. But it’s one thing to 
lose when I feel like last game we played a pretty good game, it was a 
tight game and a good hockey game, against them.  

“I thought we didn’t come up to our standards and our level, and that’s on 
us.” 
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Noah Dobson's growth a high point in Islanders' lost season 

 

Ethan Sears3-4 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

Nearly four months ago, Noah Dobson’s error lost the Islanders a game. 

With time running down in the third period against the Predators in a mid-
December game, Dobson turned the puck over, leading to Eeli 
Tolvanen’s game-winner. At the time, with the Islanders in a tailspin, the 
loss was a gut punch. Looking back, Barry Trotz says it was a moment in 
which the young defenseman could have wilted. Instead, he did the 
opposite. 

“It was a learning moment,” Trotz said before the Islanders’ 5-2 win over 
the Blue Jackets. “It was very important for him to do that. And have that, 
sometimes you gotta fail before you’re gonna have success.” 

Dobson’s growth this year into a key piece of the Islanders’ future has 
been a rare positive in an otherwise lost season. Going into Thursday’s 
game, Dobson has 10 goals and 28 assists, has established himself as a 
key piece of the power play and averages more than 20 minutes per 
game of ice time. 

He’s responsible on both ends of the ice, and when asked about the next 
steps for the 22-year-old, Trotz could only say, “Years of the same,” 
instead of pointing to any areas Dobson needs to work to grow. 

“I think like anything, the more games you play, the more comfort you 
get,” Dobson said. “You kinda get confidence. I think that’s been the big 
thing with me is confidence. I was able to find it a little bit earlier and just 
try to keep building.” 

Names like Cale Makar and Roman Josi — two top contenders for the 
Norris Trophy — were brought up by reporters on Thursday morning. 
And while it is too early to make those kinds of comparisons as anything 
but aspirations, Dobson does look like the kind of player who can make 
an offensive impact as a top-pairing defenseman for a long time on the 
Island. 

“It’s pretty vital for every team [to have a guy like that],” said Trotz, who 
coached Josi as a young player in Nashville. “Not only power play, but 
just five-on-five play. Those guys are efficient, they can get out of their 
own end. They can support the attack and at times they can lead the 
attack, at the right time. And those guys are extremely important.” 

As Dobson’s confidence has grown, and as he’s received mentorship 
from Zdeno Chara, things have slowed down for him. A shot of Chara 
talking to Dobson went viral following Tuesday’s game, leading Dobson’s 
friends to send him a deluge of memes, but those teaching moments 
happen regularly during games. 

“I think he makes me look kinda like a 14-year-old a little, but I saw it,” 
Dobson joked of the 45-year-old Chara. “It was pretty funny.” 

Ilya Sorokin (upper body) remains day-to-day. 

Adam Pelech and Andy Greene were both game-time decisions on 
Thursday. The Islanders recalled Robin Salo from Bridgeport, but Trotz 
wasn’t ready to commit to playing him against Columbus. 
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Barzal-Wahlstrom-Parise line seems to be coming together 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated April 1, 2022 11:55 PM 

 

Oliver Wahlstrom carried the puck into the Rangers’ zone, peeled back 
and got it onto the stick of Mathew Barzal. The slick-skating center got to 
the crease, shifted the puck from his forehand to his backhand and lifted 
a shot over goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

It was career point No. 300 for Barzal and another sign that his line with 
Wahlstrom and Zach Parise is improving its chemistry. 

“The last couple of games, they’ve got some points off the forecheck,” 
coach Barry Trotz said after the Islanders’ 3-0 win on Friday night at 
Madison Square Garden. “They get a loose puck and they turn it into 
offense. It was really good.” 

Barzal, who also set up Matt Martin’s second-period goal, has two goals 
and four assists in a three-game point streak. Barzal and Parise set up 
Wahlstrom’s goal in Thursday night’s 5-2 win over the Blue Jackets at 
UBS Arena. 

Friday marked the 12th game since Trotz put the trio together. 

“I think it just comes down to chemistry with our line,” said Barzal, who 
has seven goals and 10 assists in 12 career games at the Garden. “It’s 
been a bit of a blender this year just with guys injured and so many 
different situations. We’ve had some solid games with our line.” 

These last two games have been prime examples of why the line can 
work. There had been mixed reviews before that, even though pairing the 
slick-skating, playmaking Barzal with the sharpshooting Wahlstrom has 
long seemed like an intriguing option. 

Trotz said earlier in the season that he was hesitant to try it because 
Barzal’s style can be tough to anticipate on the ice. There also were 
some defensive concerns, especially if the line had to play against the 
opponent’s top trio. 

At times, Wahlstrom has seemed unsure of how to anticipate Barzal’s 
moves. Lately, he has been more assertive with his game. 

“Early on, when our line got put together, Wahlly was really just focused 
on shooting and being a goal-scorer,” Barzal said. “I think you’ve seen 
the last couple of games, he’s been probably one of our best 
forecheckers. He’s been playing a lot more plays with the puck, passing it 
and finding guys. I think he’s got the potential to be a really good player 
in this league and, so far, I’ve enjoyed playing with them.” 

Barzal has two goals and nine assists in his last 12 games. Parise has 
four goals and one assist in that span and Wahlstrom has two goals and 
an assist. 

“I think it’s just kind of read off of him,” Wahlstrom said. “He’s 
unbelievable coming up the neutral zone. Just read him and find those 
soft areas and get myself open. He takes two guys and I’ve just got to 
find that back side or the slot and he’ll get the puck there.” 

Notes & quotes: Semyon Varlamov started on back-to-back nights for the 
first time as an Islander and made 27 saves to shut out the Rangers for 
the fourth straight time at the Garden. Last season, Varlamov became 
the first goalie in NHL history to shut out the Rangers three times at the 
Garden in one season . . . Ilya Sorokin (upper-body injury) skated on his 
own on Friday but remains day-to-day . . . Butch Goring returned to the 
MSG Networks broadcast booth after missing time because of a 
procedure on his shoulder . . . Defenseman Andy Greene participated in 
the pregame warmups but was held out of the lineup for a second 
straight game . . . Defenseman Robin Salo was returned to Bridgeport 

from emergency recall . . . Ross Johnston matched his career high with 
six points as he got the secondary assist on Martin’s goal . . . Casey 
Cizikas’ first-period goal gave him 199 career points. 
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Islanders' Semyon Varlamov shuts out Rangers again 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated April 1, 2022 11:45 PM 

 

The conversation was a short one between coach Barry Trotz and 
Semyon Varlamov. The goalie related that he felt good enough to start 
on back-to-back nights for the first time for the Islanders. 

Besides, why wouldn’t Varlamov want to start against the Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden? All he does, dating to the start of last season, 
is shut them out. 

So Varlamov, starting for a third straight game with Ilya Sorokin (upper-
body injury) remaining unavailable, stopped 27 shots in a 3-0 win on 
Friday night. 

“We limited their chances,” Trotz said. “And when they did have some 
chances, I thought Varly was really sharp as he’s been sharp in this 
building a lot the last few years.” 

The Islanders (31-27-9) won their third straight and are on a 10-3-1 
streak as they moved four games above NHL .500 for the first time this 
season. They are 13 points behind the Capitals, who are in fourth place 
in the Metropolitan Division and hold the Eastern Conference’s final wild-
card spot. Any combination of 17 points lost by the Islanders or gained by 
the Capitals will eliminate the Islanders from playoff contention. 

Varlamov, starting consecutive games for the first time this season, had 
made 30 saves in Thursday night’s 5-2 win over the Blue Jackets at UBS 
Arena. 

“I said, ‘Let me know tomorrow,’” Trotz said of their postgame chat on 
Thursday. “He said, ‘I don’t have to let you know tomorrow. I’m feeling 
really good. I wasn’t too taxed and I’d like to have the game tomorrow.’ ” 

Cory Schneider, on emergency recall from the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in 
Bridgeport, was the other option, but he has not played in an NHL game 
since March 6, 2020. 

Last season, Varlamov became the first goalie in NHL history to shut out 
the Rangers three times at the Garden in one season. Now it's four in a 
row. 

Sorokin skated on his own Friday, the second straight day he’s been on 
ice, and Trotz said the team hopes he will skate on Saturday as well 
even though the Islanders will be off. 

Trotz still was unsure whether Sorokin will be available against the Devils 
on Sunday afternoon at Prudential Center. 

“At this moment, I’m just leaving it up to him,” Trotz said. “We’ll see 
where we are after [Saturday].” 
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Mathew Barzal showing on-, off-ice maturity late in Islanders' trying 
season 
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Kevin Kurz8-10 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

NEW YORK — Moments after speaking with the media after the 
Islanders’ 5-2 win over Columbus on Thursday night, and after the 
cameras and audio recorders had been turned off, Mathew Barzal waited 
a few moments before shuffling back to the home dressing room. 
Someone had apparently made him aware that it was the last day for one 
of the Islanders’ digital media staff, and he wanted to make sure he 
expressed his gratitude. 

“Sasha, best of luck to you. It’s been an absolute pleasure,” Barzal said 
as he approached Sasha Kandrach, who had spent more than four years 
with the organization, for a handshake and quick hug. It was obvious 
right away as she choked back tears that the moment meant a lot to her, 
and, perhaps, might even speak to how Barzal views his place in the 
organization — that is, an emerging leader, and someone who 
recognizes that everyone who earns a paycheck from the Islanders plays 
a role, no matter how big or small, in the team’s success. It’s similar to 
the way Zdeno Chara has handled himself throughout his extended 
career, if you ask anyone that’s been around the future Hall of Fame 
defenseman. 

There have been a number of signs lately that Barzal is not just the 
Islanders’ most individually talented player, but also that he may be 
mature beyond his 24 years. Speaking after the Islanders’ win in 
Columbus on Tuesday, for example, when asked about how the team is 
approaching its final month of the season, he strongly implied that just 
because the team is still miles away from a playoff berth it’s not going to 
affect how it prepares and competes. 

“I think it just comes down to being professionals and having pride,” he 
said. “Fans pay money to come watch us play. And we’re all getting paid. 
This is our job. We’re going to come out here no matter what the 
circumstances are. We’re paid to do that, and we’re going to do that the 
rest of the way.” 

He reiterated that message Thursday after the Islanders’ second straight 
win over the Blue Jackets moved them up to ninth in the Eastern 
Conference standings. 

“At the end of the day we’re building towards something that’s bigger 
than catching Columbus,” he said. “We’re building towards winning a 
Stanley Cup. Whenever that time comes and we get that opportunity, 
we’re just trying to be ready for it.” 

It’s been more than just politeness and pithiness, though. 

Barzal has essentially played a reduced role since returning from an 
ankle injury that kept him out of the lineup from Feb. 27 to March 10. 
Barry Trotz decided he didn’t want to break up the Islanders’ line of 
Anders Lee, Brock Nelson and Anthony Beauvillier, while also keeping J-
G Pageau, Josh Bailey and Kyle Palmieri together. The result was 
plugging Barzal into the third line center hole, with a past-his-prime Zach 
Parise on one side and a young player still finding his way, Oliver 
Wahlstrom, on the other. 

Part of the reason for easing him back in could be that Barzal is not used 
to being out of the lineup, and might have taken some time to get back to 
full speed. That stretch in late February to early March was the first time 
in his NHL career that he missed games due to injury, and because it 
was his ankle and he therefore had to stay off the ice, he acknowledged 
that he “lost a bit of muscle and endurance.” 

Still, Barzal plays an outsized role in whether the Islanders have success 
and was leading the team in scoring at the time of his injury in a game in 
Los Angeles on Feb. 26 with 36 points in 44 games. Since returning to 
the lineup, though, his ice time has declined by more than two minutes 
per game, going from 18:27 before the injury to 16:25 headed into Friday 
night’s game at Madison Square Garden. His gorgeous third-period goal 

was a dagger in the Islanders’ second win in Manhattan in two weeks, a 
3-0 final, and was his 300th career point. 

He’s handled what would at least appear to be a demotion like a 
professional, though, according to Trotz. That’s even more impressive in 
that this is an important season for Barzal, too. He’ll enter the final year 
of his three-year, $21 million contract in 2022-23, which means he’s 
eligible to sign an extension this summer. He has 46 points in 58 games, 
a slight decline in production from previous seasons. 

But apparently he’s been just fine with his role, probably at least partially 
due to the Islanders’ more sustained success lately, as they improved to 
11-4-1 in their last 15 games with their win over the Rangers 3-0. Barzal 
has now played his two most effective games since returning from injury 
this week, ending a 15-game goal drought with a breakaway score 
Thursday and following it up with a gorgeous goal and an assist Friday. 
He seems to get particularly amped up for games at Madison Square 
Garden and has 17 career points (7 goals, 10 assists) in 12 games at the 
so-called World’s Most Famous Arena against the Islanders’ biggest 
regular-season rival. 

Put another way, there’s been no pouting since the more effective 
wingers on the team were placed on different lines from Barzal’s. 

“We preach team with the Islanders as most teams do, but it resonates 
with our group. Barzy was out (injured), and we did well,” Trotz said 
before Friday’s game. “He understood that sometimes just because you 
come back it doesn’t mean you go (where you were before). Maybe we 
found a new formula, that’s all. He’s (understood) that.” 

Trotz continued: “I think he’s taken a bigger piece in that now he’s got a 
young guy next to him. He usually has two more veteran guys. … He 
really hasn’t had a young guy. Barzy is a few years into his career now 
that he’s a little bit of the more mature guy. It speaks of the growth and 
maturity, for sure.” 

That’s important for any young player, but it might be even more notable 
for Barzal. Part of the reason he fell to 16th in the draft, so it’s been said, 
was because he came off as a bit too cocky throughout the interview 
process. 

Who knows if that’s in fact the case, as different teams perceive players 
in different ways (one team executive simply remembered Barzal as 
“confident” in his pre-draft interview, and didn’t recall thinking poorly of 
the young scorer’s demeanor). Regardless, those that knew him better 
than most, as a junior star with the Seattle Thunderbirds, were surprised 
he fell so far. Boston infamously skipped over him three times with the 
13, 14 and 15th picks before the Islanders were through the moon to 
snag him. 

Scoring leaders, 2015 NHL draft class 

(through games of March 31) 

“He was certainly rated higher and touted to be somewhere in that 8-to-
10 range. And then all of a sudden there was some comments about how 
he responded and had an attitude,” Thunderbirds general manager Russ 
Farwell recalled. “For some reason the Bruins got an idea that they 
weren’t sure of his attitude. I don’t know where that came from. But we 
were very surprised that he slipped through (when) the Bruins had those 
three picks. I was shocked.” 

Matt O’Dette, then an assistant coach with the Thunderbirds before 
taking over head coaching duties in 2017, said: “We were just as 
surprised as everyone else. We thought he would go top 10, if not higher. 
So as the picks kind of went through we were pretty surprised and 
shocked. I think for Mat, that was another thing that motivated him. From 
there, he played with that chip on his shoulder, wanting to outplay and 
outshine every guy that got picked ahead of him.” 

And though Barzal has done that on the ice — he’s currently seventh in 
his class in scoring, in what was arguably the strongest draft since 2003 
— it’s that off-ice demeanor and his developing leadership attributes that 
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could lead to even greater things down the road, for him and for the 
Islanders. 

Kevin Kurz is a staff writer for The Athletic covering hockey in New York, 
focusing on the Islanders. He covered the San Jose Sharks from 2011-
2021, and previously worked in public relations in the Philadelphia Flyers 
organization. Follow Kevin on Twitter @KKurzNHL. 
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Barzal Records 300th Point, Varlamov Shuts the Door, Islanders Beat 
Rangers - New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 6 hours ago on April 1, 2022 By Stefen Rosner4-5 minutes 
02/04/2022 

 

NEW YORK, NY– The New York Islanders, in the second of the back-to-
back, shut out the New York Rangers 3-0. The Islanders are now 30-27-9 
on the season and now have tied Columbus in the standings. 

ISLANDERS LINES 

Lee–Nelson–Beavuillier 

Bailey–Pageau–Palmieri 

Parise–Barzal–Wahlstrom 

Martin–Cizikas–Johnston 

Pelech–Pulock 

Chara–Dobson 

Aho-Hutton 

Varlamov 

How it Happened 

Casey Cizikas gave the New York Islanders an early 1-0 as he tapped in 
a sneaky pass from Ryan Pulock for his ninth of the season. Pulock was 
credited with the assist at 2:40 of the opening frame. 

Matt Martin gave the Islanders a 2-0 lead early in the second as he beat 
New York Rangers netminder Igor Shesterkin blocker side from inside 
the right circle for his third of the season. Mathew Barzal and Ross 
Johnston were credited with the assists on Martin’s goal at 4:48 of the 
second period. 

Mathew Barzal gave the Islanders a 3-0 lead 2:47 minutes into the third 
period as he beat Shesterkin with a strong backhand move on an odd-
man rush. His 14th of the season was assisted by Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Barzal Reaches 300 Points 

It seems like nowadays, the New York Islanders are always hitting 
milestones. 

Well, Mathew Barzal joined the Milestone Club as he notched a goal and 
an assist to reach 300 career points. 

His assist gave the Islanders a two-goal cushion in the second period. 
And for his goal in the third period, Barzal undressed Igor Shesterkin on 
an odd-man rush for his 14th of the season. 

Mathew Barzal hits the 300-point mark in his 347th NHL game. 

Martin’s Goal Drought Comes to an End 

New York Islanders forward Matt Martin is not known for lighting the 
lamp. He had gone 23 games without a goal, but that came to an end on 

Friday night. When you play with Mat Barzal, just be ready and Martin 
was as he caught a pass coming into the slot and gave the Islanders a 2-
0 lead. 

Back-To-Back Does Not Phase Varlamov 

On Thursday, New York Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov turned 
aside 30 of 32 shots that came his way in the 5-2 victory over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. After the game, Varlamov told his head coach 
Barry Trotz that he was good enough to go Friday as well. 

And on Friday against the talented New York Rangers, Varlamov shut 
them out for his second shutout of the season as he stopped all . 

Varlamov combined to stop 57 of 59 shots over the last two days. Not 
only that, but his shutout on Friday was his fourth consecutive shutout at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Penalty Kill Stays Killing 

The New York Islanders penalty kill unit had been strong the entire 
season. Entering Friday’s contest, they had killed off six of their last six 
and nine of their last 10. Their opponent, the New York Rangers, entered 
the contest with the second-best power play in the NHL at 27.1 percent. 

That did not stop the Islanders from making a few trips to the box. But the 
penalty kill came through. 

The Islanders killed off all three penalties they took in the contest, 
allowing just two total power-play shots against. 

Quick Start Yet Again 

On Thursday, the New York Islanders scored first against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, but it took eight minutes into the game before Sebastian 
Aho lit the lamp. On Friday, it took the Islanders just 2:40 into the contest 
to take the lead. 

Ryan Pulock made a strong play to find Casey Cizikas for a tap-in. 

It was a rather important goal because the Islanders did not have a 
strong offensive presence. 

NOTES 

New York Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov started back-to-back 
games for the first time in his NHL career. 

Robin Salo, who was recalled on an emergency basis Thursday, was 
returned to Bridgeport (AHL) prior to the game. 

WHAT’S NEXT: The New York Islanders are in New Jersey to take on 
the Devils Sunday at 4 PM. 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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Barzal: 'I Think It Just Comes Down To Pride' - New York Islanders 
Hockey Now 

 

Published 11 hours ago on April 1, 2022 By Stefen Rosner4-4 minutes 
01/04/2022 

 

This week, the New York Islanders played two games against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and recorded two wins, four points to leapfrog 
them in the standings. 
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But at this point in the season, it was a jump that did not mean much 
regarding playoff chances as the Islanders still sit 15 points behind the 
Washington Capitals for the second wild-card spot in the East. 

However, that does not mean the New York Islanders are throwing in the 
towel. 

“I think our main focus is to keep climbing,” New York Islanders 
defenseman Ryan Pulock said. “Keep trying to keep winning games. 
Keep trying to finish as high as you can. And that’s kind of our mindset 
right now. So obviously, they were ahead of us, and two big wins.” 

Although the ability to find a way into the playoffs after the hectic season 
would honestly be a miracle, there is still meaning in finishing as high as 
possible. 

“I think it just comes down to pride,” New York Islanders forward Mathew 
Barzal said. “We’re professionals here, and at the end of the day, we’re 
building towards something that’s bigger than, you know, catching 
Columbus. We’re building towards winning a Stanley Cup and, you know, 
whenever that time comes, whenever we get that opportunity, we’re just 
trying to be ready for it.” 

Back on Tuesday, after the Islanders beat the Blue Jackets in Columbus, 
Barzal told the media that the goal was to catch Columbus in the 
standings and that “fans pay money to come watch us play…,” an 
important line given the support of the fanbase this season despite the 
results. 

Since becoming the bench boss of the New York Islanders back in 2018, 
Barry Trotz’s message has always been small picture: win a shift, win a 
period, win a game. 

Although it took until the last few months of the season, the Islanders are 
playing the way he wants them to play, and those wins are coming at a 
higher rate. 

“Let’s just, you know, worry about…sort of…win the day. But also, there’s 
a group of men who want to just play good hockey,” Trotz said after 
Thursday’s win. “The start put us in a tremendous hole, and so we just 
want to play well and find out that everybody’s contributing, which leads 
to more success. 

“There’s no quit in the group there. There hasn’t been all year.” 

The Islanders went 10-6-1 in March, and although there were some big-
time losses in there to the elite teams like Colorado, Boston, and Tampa, 
overall, it was a month that showed that this team, although in need of a 
few upgrades, is not a lost cause. 

And that’s why New York Islanders general manager stood pat at the 
2022 NHL Trade Deadline. He believes in the core and believes that this 
group should not be torn apart just yet. Instead of making trades, he 
decided to sign veterans Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise to extensions, 
further showing where Lamoriello stands. 

Some players are fighting to show management that they deserve to be 
on the island next season. Others are fighting for bigger roles next 
season. So, these games mean a whole lot. 

The work, experience, and growth from now until the end of the season 
will be crucial for confidence and reassurance heading into the 2022-23 
season. 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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Back On Broadway, Gm 67: Lines, Preview, Injury Updates, & How to 
Watch vs. Rangers - New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 16 hours ago on April 1, 2022 By Stefen Rosner4-5 minutes 
01/04/2022 

 

The New York Islanders (30-27-9) finished off a month of March in which 
they went 10-6-1, capping it off with two wins over the Blue Jackets. But 
now, the Islanders head to Broadway to kick off the month of April 
against their biggest rival, the New York Rangers (44-19-5). Puck drop is 
slated for 7 PM at Madison Square Garden. 

Given this being their second game in as many days, the New York 
Islanders did not take the ice on Friday morning. Head coach Barry Trotz 
will speak to the media at 4:30 PM ET as well will get an update on 
netminder Ilya Sorokin and a few other question marks before puck drop. 

As of Thursday night, Trotz said that Semyon Varlamov or Cory 
Schneider will start against the Rangers. He would have a conversation 
with Varlamov, and although Trotz has the final say, if Varlamov is good 
to go, he will be in-between the pipes. 

If Semyon Varlamov starts, it will be the first time in his NHL career that 
he starts the first and the second games of a back-to-back situation. 

The latest update on Sorokin is that he is day-to-day with an upper-body 
injury. He was on the ice briefly during Thursday’s morning skate, so 
that’s a positive sign that his return is near. 

As for defenseman Andy Greene, he was a game-time decision against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday but did not play, and Trotz said 
following the game that he would be a game-time decision Friday. 

“I don’t think it’s anything too serious,” Trotz said. “But, you know, he’s 
honest. If he feels like he’s going to be able to help us and he’s not at 
any risk, then he’s probably going to line up.” 

“If not, I thought Hutton and Aho did a really good job…” 

As for the Rangers, Mollie Walker of the New York Post has reported that 
Igor Shesterkin will be in goal Friday night. The last time he faced the 
Islanders, he stopped 26 of 28 in a 2-1 loss. 

The Rangers were pretty active at the NHL Trade Deadline. They 
acquired Andrew Copp from the Winnipeg Jets, Tyler Motte from the 
Vancouver Canucks, and Justin Braun from the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Copp has points in every game as a member of the Rangers, with two 
goals and five assists, with one of his goals coming in overtime. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINEUP (PROJECTED) 

Lee-Nelson-Beauvillier 

Bailey–Pageau–Palmieri 

Parise-Barzal-Wahlstrom 

Martin–Cizikas–Bellows 

Aho–Pulock 

Chara–Dobson 

Aho–Hutton 

Varlamov 

Schneider 

NEW YORK RANGERS (PROJECTED) 

Kreider-Zibanejad-Vatrano 

Panarin-Copp–Hunt 
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Lafreniere-Chytil-Goodrow 

Motte-Brodzinski–Reaves 

Lindgren–Fox 

Miller-Trouba 

Nemeth–Schneider 

Shesterkin 

Georgiev 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

The New York Islanders visit the New York Rangers tonight, the third of 
four matchups between the two clubs this season. The last time these 
teams met was 15 days ago, on March 17, when Anders Lee and Kyle 
Palmieri scored in a 2-1 win at Madison Square Garden. 

The Islanders enter tonight’s game on the back-end of their fourth back-
to-back series in the last month, after they won at home last night against 
the Blue Jackets. 

Nine of the Islanders 16 remaining matchups will be Metropolitan Division 
opponents, and they have a 3-1-1 record in their last five matchups in 
their division. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the road underdogs against the New York 
Rangers, coming in at +160. They are -160 on the reverse puck line. The 
Rangers are -185 and are +140 on the puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 5.5, with the over at +-105 and the 
under at -115. 

These lines are subject to change. Please gamble responsibly. 

HOW TO WATCH: 

Friday’s contest will be available on MSG (Rangers) & MSG+ (Islanders). 
On the radio dial, the game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM 
WRHU and 103.9 FM LI News Radio. 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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Islanders Daily: Dobson Development, Magic of the Aho's & More - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 17 hours ago on April 1, 2022 By Stefen Rosner5-7 minutes 
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The New York Islanders took both meetings against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets this week, as after a 4-3 victory on Tuesday, the Islanders beat 
them 5-2 on Thursday. Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson spoke 
Thursday morning about his confidence and about the mentorship of 
Zdeno Chara. 

The New York Islanders took both games against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets this week, as they capped off the home-and-home with a 5-2 win 
on Thursday night. The Islanders are now 30-27-9 on the season and 
now have tied Columbus in the standings. (NYI Hockey Now) 

New York Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson has taken strides since 
breaking into the league three seasons ago. But this season especially, 
we have seen his game grow and his confidence. Having veteran Zdeno 
Chara in his ear has helped significantly. (NYI Hockey Now) 

When Boston Bruins netminder Tuukka Rask called int a career earlier 
this season due to an injury, many wondered what was next for the 35-
year old. Well, Thursday night at T.D. Garden, Rask spoke to the media 
ahead of his ceremonial puck drop and shared what was next. (Boston 
Hockey Now) 

It may have taken overtime, but the Pittsburgh Penguins left Minnesota 
with a 4-3 win thanks to Evgeni Malkin. Although the win was important, 
forward Jason Zucker left the game after his knee buckled along the 
boards, and that is a cause for concern. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Philadelphia Flyers prospect Bobby Orr Brink, a University of Denver 
right-winger who leads the nation in scoring, was named one of the three 
finalists for the Hobey Baker Award. The award is presented to the 
nation’s best collegiate player, and the nominees were reduced from 10 
to three players Thursday. That’s some name for the young lad there. 
(Philly Hockey Now) 

The Florida Panthers took on the Chicago Blackhawks Thursday night 
and it was a lopsided affair. The Cats, as the cool kids say, took down 
the Hawks 4-0, as Sergei Bobrovsky turned aside all 37 shots he faced. 
Jonathan Toews played in his 1,000 career NHL game. (Florida Hockey 
Now) 

In the latest Capitals Notebook, Washington Capitals captain Alex 
Ovechkin took a maintenance day as he missed practice, despite there 
being two days off prior. Coach Peter Laviolette says he’s fine. T.J. Oshie 
had a fan fly all the way from Japan to see him, which is crazy. 
(Washington Hockey Now) 

The Montreal Canadiens were simply outmatched in their 4-0 loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. The Hurricanes showed why they aren’t to be taken 
lightly this spring, as they continue to roll as one of the team teams in the 
NHL. (Montreal Hockey Now) 

Shortly after taking the Ball Arena ice for the Avalanche morning skate 
Thursday, Nathan MacKinnon noticed the media contingent in the lower 
bowl intently shooting pictures and video of him — getting proof that he 
indeed was out there. On the move, he waved. A good sign for the 
Avalanche. A lucky sign for the Avalanche. (Colorado Hockey Now) 

If you haven’t already noticed, Owen Krepps had taken a break from 
covering the Henderson Silver Knights on a weekly basis with his “Silver 
Knight Sundays.” The reasoning is simple, as the Vegas Golden Knights 
roster is essentially made up of half Silver Knights and half Golden 
Knights due to injuries. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

The San Jose Sharks visit Ball Center at the back-end of a back-to-back. 
The Colorado Avalanche pelted San Jose in the first period, but Kaapo 
Kahkonen turned away every bid. Timo Meier got the Sharks on the 
board, Brent Burns added another goal, but Colorado edged San Jose 4-
2. (San Jose Hockey Now) 

Calgary Flames head coach is a frontrunner for the Jack Adams this year 
but don’t discount the guy guiding the bench beside him on Thursday 
night. The Los Angeles Kings may be the biggest surprise this year, and 
bench boss Todd McLellan seems to have taken a page right out of 
Sutter’s playbook. (Calgary Hockey Now) 

It’s that simple. The Vancouver Canucks have to go on a five-game 
winning streak. That’s it. Can’t look ahead? OK, don’t. One shift at a 
time? How’s that working for you? 60-minutes of hockey? Try 300! The 
Canucks need to beat the Vegas Golden Knights, the Vegas Golden 
Knights again, the Arizona Coyotes, the San Jose Sharks, and Vegas 
Golden Knights yet again consecutively. Period. If not, it’s the slow roll to 
the non-postseason, tee time jokes, and looking ahead to next year 
(Vancouver Hockey Now) 
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He did. Yes, he. That guy on Toronto. His name is Auston Matthews and 
he scored his 50th goal of the season Thursday night in a 7-3 victory 
over the Winnipeg Jets. His 50th, an empty-net goal. Just how you draw 
it up. (NHL) 

In the 4-0 win over the Blackhawks, Panthers forward Jonathan 
Huberdeau recorded his 71st assist of the season. That’s an NHL record. 
(NHL) 

It was a rather interesting day in the NHL yesterday, but nothing was 
crazier than two Sebastian Aho’s scoring seconds apart from each other. 
Yeah, you read that right. New York Islanders defenseman Sebastian 
Aho lit the lamp at 7:14 PM ET against the Columbus Blue Jackets while 
Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho lit the lamp at 7:15 ET 
against the Montreal Canadiens. Wild stuff. (NHL) 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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Duhatschek notebook: Three reasons why scoring is up, critiquing 
officials and when it is unwise to be 'tough'? 

 

Eric Duhatschek17-22 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

For years, whenever NHL general managers gathered in Florida, post-
trade deadline, goal-scoring (or the lack thereof) was at or near the top of 
the agenda. When NHL scoring fell to its lowest average in half a century 
in 2003-04, all kinds of solutions were discussed and debated to reverse 
a worrisome trend. 

Some ideas represented minor tweaks. Others were radical, almost far-
fetched (bigger nets actually got to the testing stage, before ultimately 
being rejected). The most important push – to regulate the size of bloated 
goalie equipment – also had the largest impact. 

It was instructive, therefore, that when NHL GMs got together this past 
week, they chopped through a long list of agenda items, with a focus on 
salary-cap and CBA issues, as well as when the next World Cup of 
Hockey might be played (probably February of 2024). 

But the only reference to goal-scoring came in a brief summary at the 
start of Day 1, when the league reported good news: The numbers 
continue to edge up. 

Consider: According to Hockey-Reference, through the first 1,056 games 
of this season, teams averaged 3.11 goals per game. 

That’s the highest total since 1995-96, when the average was 3.14 per 
game. In the eight years between then and the final season before the 
lockout (2003-04), the numbers slipped precipitously, all the way down to 
2.57 goals per team per game. 

Officially, the NHL passed the three-quarters mark of this season on 
March 19. At that juncture, according to figures provided by #NHLStats, 
five players were on pace to score 50 or more goals, including Auston 
Mathews, who reached that threshold Thursday, becoming the first 
Maple Leafs player in 28 years to do so. In addition, 16 players were on 
pace for 40 or more goals, which would be the most since 1995-96, and 
58 players were on track for 30 or more goals, which would represent the 
fourth-most in NHL history. Two players – Mathews and Leon Draisaitl – 
are reasonably positioned to reach the 60-goal threshold, which hasn’t 
happened since Steven Stamkos in 2012. 

There’s more. Altogether, 82 hat tricks have been scored, the most at 
this stage of the season in 25 years. As of last Sunday, 10 players were 
projected to reach or pass the 100-point plateau, which also hasn’t 
occurred since 1995-96. 

Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers was the first to cross that 
threshold Wednesday night. Others will soon follow. 

Scoring is up around the NHL: The question is, why? 

“Like a lot of things, everybody looks for one reason – and it’s never just 
one thing,” answered Ray Ferraro, the popular TSN and ESPN television 
analyst. “There’s multiple reasons for why goal-scoring is up.” 

Ferraro, who played in the NHL for 18 years, saw his career (1984-2002) 
straddle the highs of the Gretzky-era Oilers and lows of the Dead Puck 
era. In 1,258 NHL games, he scored 898 points. 

According to Ferraro, the overall increases in scoring are a function of a 
handful of interrelated developments. 

“In no particular order, it starts with the skill of the players, which clearly 
outshines and outreaches what it has been in the past,” Ferraro said. 
“There’s really no question about that. 

“No. 2: There are multiple defensemen now that impact the game 
offensively that there just weren’t before. There was always one or two. 
But we’re looking at guys who are offensive leaders on their teams from 
the blue line: Cale Makar, Victor Hedman, Roman Josi, Quinn Hughes, 
Adam Fox. They are exceptional offensive players. 

“The third part is, it’s harder to defend than it’s ever been. It’s almost the 
same as when the NFL looked and saw that all of their quarterbacks 
were throwing for about three yards a throw. They decided, ‘We need to 
make it harder to defend the pass’ – and then the game opened up. The 
same thing happened in hockey. It’s harder to defend because the rules 
relating to the hooks and the holds and the interference are being called 
now. It’s easier to defend when you can hook and hold and get away with 
it. You just can’t do that anymore at the rate that you used to before. 

“The next thing is the power play. The power plays are far more creative 
and more flexible and more mobile than they’ve ever been. Before, your 
best player played on the half wall – and he stood there. Now? When you 
watch the best power-play scorers, outside of Chris Kreider, who is just 
having an amazing year a foot-and-a-half from the net, most of the 
scorers are all over the place in the offensive zone. It’s harder to game-
plan a penalty kill against someone who is never in the same spot. I think 
that matters, too.” 

The NHL’s goal-scoring peak occurred in the 1981-82 season, when the 
average was 4.01 per team per game. In the 1980s, the number never 
dipped below 3.67. 

There was a brief spike in 2005-06, coming out of the lockout, when the 
league decided – once and for all – to crack down on the obstruction 
Ferraro discussed above, which caused power-play opportunities to soar. 
That year, the overall goal-scoring number jumped half a goal, season-
over-season, but that was largely a function of a significant increase in 
power-play goals. 

The most heartening part of the current surge is that it’s come largely 
because of five-on-five scoring. Through the first three quarters of the 
season, 78 percent of goals have been scored at even strength, tied for 
the second-highest of the expansion era. The only year higher: 1972-73, 
when it was 79 percent. Currently, Calgary’s Johnny Gaudreau is the 
league leader in even-strength points: 70 in 67 games played. Matthews 
is next, but quite a ways back at 62. 

To Ferraro’s other point — about how so many teams rely on their 
defensemen to get the offence rolling – there is also a shift in how teams 
view, recruit and develop defensemen. It used to be that undersized 
defensemen, no matter how skilled, rarely could find a place in the 
league. It used to be that one-dimensional defensemen who could 
produce offence, but were a mess defensively, rarely found a place in the 
league. 
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Nowadays, because puck-moving skills from the blue line are so valued, 
teams regularly deploy defensemen with perceived defensive (or 
physical) deficiencies in their lineups and are simply willing to live with 
the consequences. The rationale: Even if they don’t necessarily defend 
all that well, when the puck is turned over, they make good first passes, 
join the rush well and contribute to the overall offensive game plan. 
Coaches naturally had to adapt. More and more are adept at deploying 
those players effectively – managing their minutes, playing them down 
the depth chart and giving them offensive-zone starts whenever possible. 

“Teams are OK with that (trade-off) because of the way they produce 
offence,” said Ferraro, who cited Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo as a “really good example of someone would not be 
considered a great defender, but man, can he produce offence. And they 
say, ‘We want that.’ And those players are more likely to get an 
opportunity to show and to stay in today’s game. Smaller, quicker 
defensemen, they’re all through the league. 

“Now, I still think there’s a point when you’re playing the same team over 
and over again in the playoffs, that size will matter, if you’re not an 
offensive difference-maker. And that old thing about needing to have two 
teams to win, one to get into the playoffs and one to compete for the 
Stanley Cup – that, in a lot of cases, has not been disproven yet.” 

The officiating dilemma 

Interesting segue there, from Ferraro, because the topic of officiating was 
on the GMs’ agenda as well – it’s almost an annual discussion now. 
Director of officiating Steve Walkom made a presentation to the GMs, 
updating them on how the crosschecking crackdown has been received. 
They were also reminded that $25,000 fines remain in place for any 
manager or coach who the league felt was unduly critical of the 
refereeing standard. But officiating remains in the crosshairs – especially 
among NHL fans — and even the most phlegmatic and reasonable 
players, such as the Avalanche’s Gabriel Landeskog, have felt the need 
to speak out this season about the inconsistencies and the missed calls. 

Year after year, the NHL insists that a penalty in the playoffs will be 
called the same way as a penalty in the regular season, and that a 
penalty in the third period or overtime will be called the same way as a 
penalty in the first or second period. 

Year after year, the officiating standard seems to slip – which, according 
to Ferraro, is why the genuine Stanley Cup-contending teams focused on 
grit and tenacity as opposed to additional skill at the deadline. Colorado 
led the way there, adding Josh Manson on the blue line, and Nico Sturm 
and Artturi Lehkonen up front. 

“Look at the trade deadline: How many teams added skill?” Ferraro said. 
“Florida added Claude Giroux, but they also added Robert Hagg and Ben 
Chiarot. Tampa was trying to reconstruct their third line. They weren’t 
looking to add more skill. They have the skill. Toronto added (Mark) 
Giordano and Colin Blackwell. 

“There’s a nod to the fact that you have to be a little tougher to get 
through the playoffs because it’s so intense. Every 50-50 puck is more 
hotly contested in May than it is in November. That, to me, is where the 
toughness is. It’s not whether someone can fight. When there’s a loose 
puck battle in November, it’s quite different than the one in May.” 

What is toughness, really? 

The playoffs do look fascinating this year. So close in the East. Two 
teams – Colorado and Calgary – have inched above the pack in the 
West. Colorado played Tuesday’s showdown with the Flames without 
Gabriel Landeskog and Nathan MacKinnon. 

The expectation is that Landeskog will return in time for the playoffs after 
recovering from knee surgery. The feeling was that Landeskog wanted to 
be 100 percent for the playoffs and that if he’d kept trying to play through 
the issue, it might have kept getting worse and worse. 

MacKinnon is another story: He injured his hand in a fight with the Wild’s 
Matt Dumba, coming to the defense of linemate Mikko Rantanen. Luckily 

for the Avalanche, what originally looked as if it could be a serious injury 
turned out to be something less, and MacKinnon returned for Thursday’s 
game against the San Jose Sharks, getting 22:38 in ice time on 24 shifts, 
and while he was held without a point, he managed two shots and went 
6-3 in the faceoff circle. 

But the MacKinnon scare raised the question again – even though 
standing up for a teammate is a tried-and-true response in the NHL, 
should someone who is as crucial to Colorado’s playoff success as 
MacKinnon be fighting under any circumstance? And while there is a 
need for successful NHL teams to stand up for one another, the fact that 
it was MacKinnon – arguably their most or second-most important player 
— who did it, and is now suffering the consequences of what could be a 
serious injury, makes little sense. Hall of Famer Jarome Iginla once broke 
his hand in a fight with Bill Guerin, then of the Dallas Stars, and that 
pretty much sunk whatever hopes a very average Calgary Flames had of 
making the playoffs. 

To Ferraro, this is an issue that NHL team managers need to actively 
address with their star players, noting that if MacKinnon had been 
seriously injured and had to miss time in the playoffs, that would greatly 
undermine Colorado’s Stanley Cup hopes. And the Avalanche currently 
employ players such as Kurtis MacDermid to police matters as needed. 

“You can applaud his toughness and his willingness to defend a 
teammate. We often talk about what your role is on the team, but his role 
is to be the best player, and if his hand is in a cast, he can’t be the best 
player,” said Ferraro, who also noted, “It’s easy to change. Management 
pulls those guys aside and says, ‘You’re not doing it.’ If someone gets 
clunked out there and we feel there’s a response needed, the players 
who should respond will know who they are – and if they don’t know, 
we’ll get somebody else in here who will know. That’s it. Finished.” 

In the heat of the moment, players are not thinking rational thoughts. 
They’re going on instinct. But maybe, if – as Ferraro suggested — they 
have the idea planted in the back of their brains, they will think it through. 

“That’s it right there. Tell them what you expect from them – and you’re 
more likely to get it,” Ferraro said. “Otherwise, you’re just going to be 
disappointed.” 

The Cap Chronicles 

The NHL’s salary cap is officially going up by $1 million next season, to 
$82.5 million, which is no surprise. If it had been flat, going down or rising 
significantly, that would have been news. But this is business as usual – 
no Christmas this July for teams with their capped-out payrolls. Until the 
players can repay the escrow balance that they owe the league – which 
is probably two years down the road — the annual cap increases will be 
limited to $1 million. 

It also means that teams will continue to use long-term injured reserve, 
along with buyouts and the practice of trading the contracts of injured 
players who’ll likely never play again in order to finesse their way around 
the system. That, by the way, also came up at the GMs meetings – but if 
that changes, it has to be part of an amended collective bargaining 
agreement, which is easier said than done. 

This and that 

The Bruins looked awful against Toronto on Tuesday night – a final score 
of 6-4 didn’t show how badly they were outplayed when the game was 
still up for grabs – and made New Jersey pay for it two nights later, 
walloping the Devils 8-1. That leaves Boston on a 15-3-1 run and in a 
three-way race for second in the division behind Florida. But Brad 
Marchand made a great point, that every playoff team in the East 
represents a legitimate Stanley Cup contender and that the playoffs are 
so deep that it’s going to be the equivalent of having to win four Stanley 
Cup finals to end up in the winner’s circle this year. And that’s actually 
fair comment. 

I did The Athletic podcast “The Lead” this week – you can listen to it 
here, and that was the point I was trying to make. As good as Florida and 
Carolina are – and both teams are excellent – the fact is, nine points 
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separated the top seven teams on Friday morning, and over a six-month 
span, that’s the difference between an extra half-win per month. Not 
really much of a gap.  

Getting healthy 

Some good news on the injury front for the contenders. In Dallas, Miro 
Heiskanen returned Tuesday after missing 11 games with mono. They 
were 6-5 without him and won a biggie that night, coming from behind to 
defeat a slumping, tail-spinning Anaheim team with two third-period 
goals. The rematch – Thursday night – was also close, but they escaped 
with a 3-2 OT win, which moved them past the Golden Knights for the 
final wild-card spot in the Western Conference. Vegas has had the worst 
injury luck of any team in the league, so it might have been easy to look 
past the absence of Alec Martinez, who suffered a serious facial cut on 
Nov. 11 from a skate blade and only just returned this past Sunday. 

A healthy Martinez is a top-four mainstay on one of the deepest blue 
lines in the NHL. He played 13:16 in his first game, an OT win over 
Chicago; and was up to 18:56 in Game 2, a 2-0 victory over Seattle 
which also marked the return to the lineup of the heavy-hitting Brayden 
McNabb, who’d missed 13 games with an upper-body injury. Robin 
Lehner dressed as the backup to rookie goalie Logan Thompson, who 
recorded his first career shutout, suggesting Lehner will be ready to start 
imminently. Vegas needs an exceptional April to get to the playoffs, but 
their next five games are against teams outside the playoff picture and 
they’ll get one final crack at Dallas in the final week of the season, which 
could ultimately decide a wild-card spot. With all their injuries up front, it 
helps that Jack Eichel has gotten into the rhythm of the season; he is up 
to 14 points in 21 games. 

The other player who underwent the same artificial disc replacement 
surgery as Eichel, the Blackhawks’ Tyler Johnson, is also back playing. 
Johnson missed 46 games, returned to the Blackhawks lineup for six and 
then missed six more with a concussion. He was back playing again 
Monday. He’s a UFA and was linked to Seattle as a possible expansion 
draft add because of his connection to Washington. That didn’t happen. 

But Seattle is auditioning some new faces now, after shipping out Calle 
Jarnkrok, Marcus Johansson and blueliners Giordano and Jeremy 
Lauzon at the deadline. One to WATCH: Victor Rask, who was picked up 
from Minnesota – the Wild even took back 50 percent of his salary – and 
is getting a chance to play. Rask originally signed the contract he’s on in 
Carolina, back when the general manager was Ron Francis, who is 
currently running Seattle. If Rask has anything left, there may be an 
opportunity in Seattle to resurrect his career. 

And finally… 

San Jose is another team for which it’s been easy to lose track of 
players. Kevin Labanc, this season, is in the second year of a four-year 
contract with a $4.725 million AAV, but the actual cash in the final two 
years jumps to $5.875 million per season. Yikes! A lot of the angst 
regarding San Jose has been over the big money given out to the likes of 
Erik Karlsson and Marc-Eduoard Vlasic. But Labanc could be a major 
drag on the payroll, too, unless he can solidify a spot among the team’s 
top six forwards. He dislocated his shoulder in December but he’s due to 
return any day now and hopefully will get a chance to find his rhythm in 
the final month as the Sharks play out the string and try to get a sense of 
what kind of a squad they’ll have come September. Labanc had six 
points in the 21 games he did play prior to his injury. 

Eric Duhatschek is a senior hockey writer for The Athletic. He spent 17 
years as a columnist for The Globe and Mail and 20 years covering the 
Calgary Flames and the NHL for the Calgary Herald. In 2001, he won the 
Elmer Ferguson Award, given by the Hockey Hall of Fame for 
distinguished hockey journalism, and previously served on the Hockey 
Hall of Fame selection committee. Follow Eric on Twitter @eduhatschek. 
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NHL power rankings: Rangers increase their standing after strong 
deadline 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille24-30 minutes 01/04/2022 

 

Here, at Power Rankings HQ, we have one motto: we are never wrong, 
ever. 

Some days that’s more true than others though and today happens to be 
one of those days. We absolutely nailed every team’s ranking perfectly, 
shockingly agreeing with each other on all 32 teams. That’s two brains 
operating on equivalent wavelengths and the end result is perhaps the 
most powerful power ranking yet. 

This week, it should be impossible to disagree; every team is exactly 
where they belong. Thinking otherwise would be foolish. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 48-14-6 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: There is no debate: this is the league’s best team. The Avalanche 
have dealt with a mess of injuries all season and here they still are, right 
at the top of the league on pace for a 123-point season. Imagine what 
they might be able to finally do when fully healthy. Win the Stanley Cup? 
Lose in the second round again to a much worse team? Who knows, 
anything is possible. 

Sean: Everything Jared Bednar said about Nathan MacKinnon on 
Tuesday screamed “yep, that dude broke his hand during a fight.” The 
coach was about six inches from saying it outright. 

Bednar said there's no sense of timeline around Nathan MacKinnon. 
Asked the level of concern around the team, Bednar said "high." 
https://t.co/ix2Mc7Jy3f 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) March 29, 2022 

Forty-eight hours later? Nope, all good. Situation normal. MacKinnon is 
playing, and certainly not dealing with an injury that would’ve kept him 
out of the lineup until the conference finals, or whatever. 

Of course, the rest of the Avs might miss the conference finals, too, 
because those come after the second round. The jokes might be stale, 
but so are the flameouts. We’ll see what happens. They just had 22 
consecutive successful penalty kills, for whatever that’s worth. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 46-15-6 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Florida’s week got off to a midgrade start; they beat two bad teams 
and lost to a good one. This isn’t just about the past week, though. Look 
at all those wins! Second-most in team history! Wins are all that matters 
around here. You folks know that. Also, they set the franchise record for 
goals (271) in their 7-4 win over Montreal. 

Dom: Also setting records: friend of the blog Jonathan Huberdeau who 
set the record for assists by a left winger on Thursday with his 71st. 
That’s an incredible accomplishment for one of the best players in the 
game, and one of the main reasons Florida has so many wins this year. 
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3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 45-15-8 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Their fans will be mad at us for not having this team first or second, 
but after finally paying attention to the Carolina Hurricanes I noticed they 
had the league’s third-best record. This spot in the rankings feels fitting 
for them. 

Sean: Imagine if they’d have beaten the Lightning. They may have 
wound up in second place! Alas, they lost, and are bronze once more. 
Can they maintain this spot with fourth-line center Jesperi Kotkaniemi out 
for a few weeks? Let’s see. Funny stretch for Seth Jarvis, by the way; he 
had either two or zero points for seven consecutive games. That evens 
out to some nice production. 

Dom: That’s the kind of quality depth scoring you love to see. 

4. New York Rangers 

Record: 44-19-5 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Major leap by the Rangers here. What could be behind that? All I 
can say is that we finally came around. It was a four-win week, for one. 
Igor Shesterkin chased getting, uh, chased by the Devils with 42 saves 
on 45 shots across two wins vs. the Penguins. I will say, the team around 
him looks legitimately better. Shesterkin was great at points in the third 
period of the second Pittsburgh game, but the rest of it was light work. 
That’s not a bad sign, given that those two teams seem like a lock for a 
first-round series. 

Dom: It was just getting too difficult to deny the greatness of this Rangers 
team, a team that got even better at the deadline. Andrew Copp is 
looking like an especially shrewd acquisition with two goals and five 
assists in seven games so far and some incredible five-on-five numbers 
to boot. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 42-18-6 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: We were a bit worried about the Lightning last week, and rightfully 
so, but the team rattled off three straight wins, and that’s enough to climb 
back into the top five. The overtime win over the Hurricanes was 
especially gutsy as the team rallied back from multiple deficits to 
overcome the league’s third-best team. The standings don’t lie, but I’d be 
awful worried about facing the defending champions in any series despite 
their record. 

Sean: Now, did we think about bumping the Lightning back ahead of the 
team they’d beaten a couple of days before? Sure. But they have fewer 
wins than the Hurricanes. What are we supposed to do about that? 

Honestly, they’d stunk for a bit there — Joe Smith talked on the podcast 
about some of the hilarious overreactions he’d seen on Twitter, 
specifically — but that ship might be righted. Three goals against the 
Carolina penalty kill are no joke. Something to watch down the stretch at 
5v5, via Joe, is whether/when they break up the Steven Stamkos-
Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov line. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 43-19-5 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: Strong week from the league’s most undercovered team. It’s 
always nice to bank wins over the Panthers and Bruins. They’re also 
officially, by virtue of Petr Mrazek’s season-ending injury, locked into a 
down-the-stretch combo of Jack Campbell and Erik Källgren in net. 

Mrazek’s issues are well-documented, but he had shown a little bit more 
of a pulse lately, and Campbell is a) still not back from injury and b) was 
at .884 in nine 2022 games before getting hurt. The stage is set. 

Dom: That all speaks to a team that is definitely top-10 caliber, but 
maybe not quite top five. Campbell will get a big test in his return on 
whether he can be the guy — but if the team can beat Florida and Boston 
in one week, that’s a good sign. Just forget about all the losses to 
Montreal this season. The Leafs luckily won’t have to face a team of that 
quality come playoff time. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 41-18-10 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Sean: We talked about this in the Rangers’ blurb; it feels like a quasi-
consequential week for both of these teams. The Penguins are probably 
going to have to beat Shesterkin at least four times, and they just whiffed 
on two straight chances. This is a snap judgment, but I don’t think we’re 
going to get a better first-round matchup than that. 

Plus side for the Penguins is that they’re as close to fully healthy as they 
have been in a while — Jason Zucker is back after a core injury. Bad 
news for the Penguins? That means someone else will get hurt in short 
order. That’s just how it’s worked for them so far. Ah, look at that, Zucker 
was just cross-checked into the boards by Kevin Fiala. 

Dom: Usually they’re better when they’re semi-injured though. Pittsburgh 
is a weird team. I swear the Penguins have a .700 win percentage when 
a key guy or three is injured and are at .550 otherwise. 

Sean: And win percentage never lies. 

8. Calgary Flames 

Record: 40-18-9 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Yes, the Flames are third in goal differential and are a top-three 
possession team — key reasons why we had them third in the rankings 
last week. But. Do they win enough? Their 40 victories are impressive 
and certainly top-10 worthy, but it’s possible we’ve been pushing it a little 
too much with their previous ranking. 

Sean: Big ups to Darryl Sutter, who extended a great bit after his team 
lost to the Avs on Tuesday: “(If) you don’t have that in your mindset that 
you’re going to make the playoffs, then you’re going to have to play 
Colorado as a wild card and you’ll get the shit kicked out of you.” 

Hear that? If you end up playing the Avs, just go home. Sutter sees how 
many wins that team has. He knows. 

Dom: By my count, eight more than Calgary. That’s a big deal. 
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9. Boston Bruins 

Record: 42-20-5 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Most of us saw the Bruce Cassidy “good nerds” pull quote from a 
few days ago. It was great; it was also part of a larger, interesting 
answer. 

Asked Bruce Cassidy about the collaborative partnership between a 
team's analytics department and its coaching staff. 

Pretty insightful stuff from Cassidy about how they utilize that data. 
pic.twitter.com/qewpfNbqvY 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) March 30, 2022 

Also, I amend what I said about Rangers-Penguins; I want Leafs-Bruins 
in the playoffs just as badly. We’d get “Taylor Hall is actually John Wayne 
Gacy” takes before the series switched cities. 

Dom: Comparing what Hall did (probably a suspendable act!) to THE 
TODD BERTUZZI INCIDENT is pretty peak Leaf fandom. Absolutely 
unhinged behavior. Sure though, let’s get Leafs vs. Bruins IV — maybe 
let’s change up the storyline this time. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 41-20-5 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: The Wild brought in Marc-André Fleury to be The Answer between 
the pipes, but do we suddenly have a goalie controversy brewing with the 
resurgence of Cam Talbot. He’s earned seven straight wins, posting a 
.920 save percentage or higher in six of those starts. It’s still likely that 
Fleury is the Game 1 starter — but Talbot is definitely making things 
interesting over the last couple of weeks. 

Sean: I should’ve anticipated this while I was on my six-week run of 
pointing out (gently) how terrible Talbot had been. The Wild might have 
two goalies playing well at the same time! Novel! 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 37-20-9 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: We really wanted to put the Blues higher and squeak them into the 
top 10, but it’s still too hard to justify it with their underlying numbers. 
Many fans figured those would get better once the team became 
healthier, but the team has consistently been out-chanced this season, 
and that’s continued over the month of March. Some of that was without 
defender Torey Krug, sure, but the team’s lack of depth on the backend 
(and lack of a true No. 1) is part of the reason it’s difficult to push them 
into the top 10. There’s a pretty sizable gap between the Blues and the 
tier above them. 

Sean: Look at this headline from Jeremy Rutherford: “What’s wrong with 
the Blues? Well, they don’t even seem to know themselves.” I’ll tell you 
what’s wrong with them — they don’t win enough games! Need more 
W’s! 

Dom: St. Louis ranks 13th in W’s this year. Frankly, we’re being 
generous here. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Record: 37-21-10 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: I’m not going to say that I forgot about Anthony Mantha, nor will I 
say that the trade that put him in Washington was particularly smart, but 
he’s been pretty good in his first month back from shoulder surgery. I’m 
not sure that adding him to the mix will make the Caps a fundamentally 
different team. They’re still outside the top tier of Eastern contenders for 
me (a good amount of wins, but not quite enough). 

Dom: Florida vs. Washington: Battle of the Southeast baby! Man, there 
are some great series lining up for this postseason. The best goal-
scoring left winger vs. the best play-making left winger in one series? 
Sign me up. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 39-24-4 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: It’s still a shock to see the Nashville Predators as the league’s 13th 
best team, but that’s exactly what they are. They’re not quite on 
Washington’s level, but they’re a small step above the Oilers and the rest 
of the West. And when it looked like they might start tumbling down, 
Roman Josi carried them right back up to this point. He’s been an 
absolute machine in March with 28 points in 14 games — more than any 
other player in the league. 

Sean: Josi’s push for 100 points might be the most interesting individual 
storyline down the stretch. He’s hitting Brian Leetch/Ray Bourque 
territory. We’re watching him slowly, surely pull into first place in the 
Norris race ahead of Cale Makar. If Josi hits that magic number, he’s 
going to win. 

Dom: I’d still lean Makar, but it’s really close. There’s a good case for 
both and if you’re a betting person, Josi isn’t a bad bet at plus-money. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 37-23-10 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: The Los Angeles Kings just won’t go away quietly, huh. I thought 
losing Drew Doughty for a decent stretch of time might be their undoing, 
but the team has really hung into the race with a playoff berth looking 
very likely. The biggest reason for that is the team’s innate ability to keep 
things close with 32 games decided by a single goal this year. That’s the 
fifth most this season, which probably explains the team’s modest goal 
differential and ultimately their spot in the middle of the rankings. 

Sean: Phillip Danault hitting the 20-goal mark caught my eye. The 
shooting percentage is in double-digits for the first time in his career, so 
take that as you will, but man, what a player. Shoutout to Hockey 
Reference for this bit of high-level data: 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 38-25-3 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 
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Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Have you watched a funnier game all season than the Stars 
beating Carolina while getting outshot 47-15? Two goals by Roope Hintz 
while getting their brakes beaten off and somehow winning is a perfect 
Stars 2022 experience. What a joy! 

Dom: There’s no better fitting team for 16th in The Rankings™ than our 
Stars. We love our middling kings. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 38-25-5 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Sean: Oilers-Flames on Saturday night was nearly as funny as Stars-
Canes. I laughed out loud, multiple times, and I was by myself. 
Edmonton bounced back and beat the Kings — an oddly consequential 
game — but sheesh. 

Dom: Every Oilers game is an adventure and that one was the pinnacle 
of the genre. Leon Draisaitl scoring four points and being minus-four is 
an incredible stat line. Plus-minus is a terrible stat unless used for 
comedic purposes and this certainly qualifies. 

Edmonton won’t go very far in the playoffs playing like that, but lucky for 
the Oilers they play in the Pacific. Despite being the 16th best team in the 
league, a date with the 14th best team in the first round looks likely. 
“Must be nice” said every team in the East. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 37-28-4 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom: Alec Martinez is back, Robin Lehner is off IR — all the Golden 
Knights need now is some of their forward depth to return, millions of 
dollars in cap space and one team above them to completely fall apart. 
Should be easy enough. The good news is that their schedule doesn’t 
look too grueling to get it done, but they’re really running out of runway 
here to move back into the Power Rankings Top 10. Or the playoffs. 
Either or. 

Sean: Heard from someone a few days ago who’s going to the first NHL 
game of his life on April 18, and it’s Vegas-New Jersey. This is all great 
news for him; that game, all of a sudden, matters a whole lot more than it 
should, because every game Vegas plays matters a whole lot more than 
it should. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 33-26-10 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: The Jets just got 14 out of a possible 18 points and are still only at 
a 10-percent shot to make the playoffs. This is the start of a new tier — 
teams 18-32 are dunzo. Time to start thinking about what comes next. 

Dom: Have you considered that a team known for PDO-ing their way out 
of trouble is ranked right in the middle this season? Not hard to imagine a 
perfectly-timed heater where Connor Hellebuyck plays out of his mind 
and the stars start scoring in bunches. Will it be enough to win 10 or 11 

of their last 13 to make it? Probably not, but that’s why their odds are 10 
percent and not zero. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 32-28-9 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: The team flirted with maybe making a run towards the playoffs, but 
the dream is over folks. A 3-5-2 record over their last 10 simply won’t cut 
it and now they’ll need to do something close to running the table to 
make it. Not happening. The good news though is now their draft slot will 
be much worse. 

One reason for the team likely missing the playoffs, besides Travis 
Green, is a dismal home record. Vancouver is just 14-14-5 on home ice 
this year, the eighth-worst mark in the league. Hard to justify having 
Vancouver anywhere but 19th in the rankings with that kind of record. 

Sean: Unreal pair of stats from Drance on Thursday. 

Over a 3-5-2 10 game stretch during which the #Canucks' playoff dreams 
slipped away, the club got .931 goaltending at 5-on-5. 

Unfortunately they controlled just 45.2% of expected goals. 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) March 31, 2022 

#Canucks have a decent lead among all NHL teams by 5-on-5 sv% 
(.931, 2nd place is at .929). 

If that holds and Vancouver misses the playoffs, they'd become the first 
NHL team to miss in a season with the best EV sv% since 2010. 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) March 31, 2022 

That speaks to a couple of things, other than how good Thatcher Demko 
has been, including just how difficult it is for any team to bounce back 
from a reeeeally bad start. That last 10-game stretch was the nail in the 
coffin, but they still banked eight points during it. The margin was already 
nearly nil, despite leading the league in an important stat. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 30-27-9 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Brock Nelson is probably going to have himself a 40-goal season. 
And to think, you laughed when I said he was a possible Olympic guy. 
You laughed! He’s been really good with Anders Lee and Anthony 
Beauvillier over the last 12 games. There’s been stuff to like about the 
Islanders for a bit here — it’s just happening too late. 

Dom: Excuse me. *I* was the one that said “what about Brock Nelson?” 
for the Olympics. Unbelievable. 

Sean: Huh. Must’ve been Pronman. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 32-31-5 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: For a while there we really weren’t giving Columbus its due, mostly 
because the Blue Jackets were a bottom-five team at even strength. The 
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team’s record has started to fall back to reality, but it’s held up enough to 
still be ahead of a mostly pathetic bottom third of the league. The Blue 
Jackets are bad, but they aren’t 22nd bad. 

Sean: Yeah, I had it in my head that the Blue Jackets could mess with 
postseason seeding down the stretch, but they only have six remaining 
games against playoff teams. 

Dom: And now they’re stuck in this purgatory of not having a high enough 
pick for the upcoming draft. *checks notes* Ah, hold on, it appears they 
will likely have a pick higher than their own in the upcoming draft. 
Interesting. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 29-30-8 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I think I just found our theme for next week: Reasons to watch 
each team’s last 10 games. In some cases, though, the pickings are slim. 
How Kevin Labanc produces might be as good as we can do for San 
Jose. 

Dom: On a list of “reasons to watch a hockey game,” I have to say, Kevin 
Labanc is extremely low. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 27-30-12 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Ranking these teams at the bottom is always the hardest because 
they’re all such a mess. Anaheim wasn’t a part of the sludge for much of 
the year, but the new year has made the Ducks feel very welcome here. 
Anaheim has dropped 10 straight and 17 of its last 21 — firmly putting 
the Ducks back into the “we don’t care about your team at all” category. It 
was fun when Trevor Zegras was doing cool shit on a nightly basis, but it 
feels like that hasn’t been happening as much lately. 

Sean: The other thing about the Ducks? It feels like they’re playing every 
day. They had a 14-game month and won a whole one of them in 
regulation. I said it a few times earlier in the season, but the Ducks giving 
us another reason to pay attention to West Coast games was a gift. I 
miss it. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 26-32-9 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: The train’s been off the tracks in Detroit for a minute now; they’re 
3-10-3 in their last 16 and have already fired Al Sobotka, better known as 
The Octopus Twirler. Jeff Blashill outlasted someone, I suppose. 

Dom: They fired the octopus guy before the coach?! That kind of energy 
is why they’re here in 24th and not any higher. Remember when people 
were thinking they might actually have a playoff shot? Those were the 
days. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 24-33-11 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: Every single hockey fan was convinced that the Sabres would be 
hockey’s worst team this year — or second-worst at best. No way, not a 
chance. This is comfortably the 25th best team in the league for a reason 
and it’s due to their scrappy play over the last month, posting an 8-3-3 
record. They’ve kept things extra tight over the last seven games, 
pushing it to overtime in six of them — with the lone exception being this 
masterpiece of a goal winning it in the final minute. 

The beautiful game pic.twitter.com/0WO4Yjfz9F 

— Pete Blackburn (@PeteBlackburn) March 29, 2022 

You need to be good to be lucky and lucky to be good — over the last 
month the Sabres have been both. 

Sean: Yeah, they might as well keep it going. Most of the time, I’m all in 
favor of bad teams staying bad down the stretch, but … the Sabres’ 
history there stops me from adopting that stance for them. It’s best to just 
stack up wins. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 24-34-10 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Sean: What are we supposed to say about the Blackhawks, at this point? 
Weird times for Jonathan Toews in Chicago, I suppose. Honestly, I’m not 
sure if there’s a team whose stretch run feels less relevant than theirs. 

Dom: We can talk about how they blew back-to-back three-goal leads 
and how I bet on them both times. That was fun. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 24-38-5 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: Shayna Goldman had a nice get this week: an interview with 
former colleague Tyler Dellow that dove deep into the team’s analytics 
department. One interesting nugget: “According to the team’s internal 
modeling, for example, the Devils have the 10th best-expected goal 
percentage since Christmas.” Expected by whom exactly? Not surprising 
that a team’s “internal metrics” would call their own team a top-10 club, 
but we here at Power Rankings HQ see right through that. Goalies matter 
and this team is lucky it’s not in the bottom five. 

Sean: Yes, they’re in the bottom six. Very fortunate for them. 

Dom: Luckily, losing 8-1 and losing 3-2 is the same thing in our books. 
An L is an L and their rank reflects that. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 21-35-11 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: The Flyers started Thursday tied for the league lead with 11 
overtime losses. Not coincidentally, they were tied with a bunch of other 
crummy teams (Anaheim, Buffalo, Montreal). Bad teams find ways to 
lose, regardless of when it happens … and losses are not wins. 
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Dom: A lot of Flyers fans were convinced the team would bounce back 
this year under the guise of “what if Carter Hart is good again?” Ah, but 
what if the rest of the team is terrible and it doesn’t matter? 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 23-37-6 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Sean: Shoutout to Ian Mendes for breaking down a complicated situation 
— the death and legacy of owner Eugene Melnyk, and the future of the 
team in Ottawa — with two nuanced, helpful pieces. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 21-40-6 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: Chris Driedger has strung together decent consecutive starts for 
the Kraken, stopping 63 of 66 shots. More than anything, it’s a reminder 
of how little he’s played. Twenty games (and counting) for $3.5 million is 
rough in general, and particularly when you’re struggling to take playing 
time away from Philipp Grubauer. 

Dom: He looked like a sneaky good pickup from the expansion draft and 
while it’s nice to see him start turning things around, it’s his inability to do 
that sooner that’s one of many reasons the Kraken are in the bottom 
three. Deservedly so. We can talk about how the team’s five-on-five 
numbers are beginning to turn around. But, at the end of the day Seattle 
just doesn’t win enough. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 21-41-5 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Awful break for Clayton Keller who was having a career year and 
finally living up to his contract. He’s out for four-to-six months after a 
scary collision on Wednesday night, finishing the year with 63 points in 
67 games. Perhaps more impressive though is that he had a near-even 
goal differential at five-on-five on a team as bad as the Coyotes. 

Keller’s absence is incredibly unfortunate. But, for a team whose 
destination is last place, it’s a bit of a blessing (assuming he fully 
recovers). He was playing a little too well, pushing the team all the way 
up to 31st in the standings. In a tank year, that’s a no-no. 

Sean: Yeah, if nothing else, we can say with some certitude that Keller is 
Actually Good. I’m not sure I was there in October. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 18-39-11 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: It’s early, but hiring Kent Hughes seems like a “W” for the 
Canadiens. Enjoyed this from Arpon. It’s odd to see so much optimism 
for what is (not debatably) the worst team in the league, but here we are. 

Dom: Is the team better under Martin St. Louis? Undoubtedly yes. But 
they’re 32nd in the standings and 32nd in the rankings for a reason. Just 
win, baby — and maybe next week the Habs will be just a little bit higher. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: High-impact Western clash as Oilers host 
Blues 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Beyond the Colorado Avalanche and Calgary Flames leading their 
respective divisions, the NHL's Western Conference playoff races remain 
fairly wide open. Four weeks from today we'll have much more clarity on 
the first-round matchups, but hey, maybe tonight's matchups will provide 
some clues as well. 

On center stage is the lone contest Friday night featuring two teams 
currently in playoff position, as the St. Louis Blues visit the Edmonton 
Oilers. The Blues are in an intense back-and-forth with the Nashville 
Predators between the Central Division's No. 3 seed and the West's No. 
1 wild-card slot. The Oilers appear to have a solid grip on a spot in the 
No. 2 vs. 3 matchup in the Pacific, with home-ice advantage against the 
Los Angeles Kings yet to be finalized. These two clubs met on Nov. 14 in 
St. Louis, with the Oilers taking a 5-4 victory thanks to a final-minute goal 
from Kailer Yamamoto. 

Elsewhere, the Predators visit the Buffalo Sabres looking to keep pace 
with the Blues, and the Vegas Golden Knights hope they can win a 
second straight game against the Seattle Kraken in order to stay in the 
mix for the West's second wild-card position. 

As we enter the post-deadline span of the 2021-22 regular season, it's 
time to check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying 
for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 
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Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available on ESPN+ 

Nashville Predators at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

New York Islanders at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Ottawa Senators at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Edmonton Oilers, 9 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at Arizona Coyotes, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch "In The Crease" on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Boston Bruins 8, New Jersey Devils 1 

Toronto Maple Leafs 7, Winnipeg Jets 3 

Florida Panthers 4, Chicago Blackhawks 0 

New York Islanders 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Montreal Canadiens 0 

Pittsburgh Penguins 4, Minnesota Wild 3 (OT) 

Colorado Avalanche 4, San Jose Sharks 2 

Los Angeles Kings 3, Calgary Flames 2 (SO) 

Dallas Stars 3, Anaheim Ducks 2 (OT) 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 16 

Next game: vs. CHI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. OTT (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ DET (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 
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Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NYI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ NYR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: C3 
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Games left: 16 

Next game: @ EDM (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 6% 

Tragic number: 23 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TB (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 84% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 81% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ SEA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 48% 

Tragic number: 25 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 4% 

Tragic number: 20 

San Jose Sharks 
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Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ ARI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. VGK (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

4. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 18 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 28 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 29 

ESPN LOADED: 04.02.2022 

1240436 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Oilers must focus on refining defensive approach before 
playoffs 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecApril 2, 2022, 1:20 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — Composure.  
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The Edmonton Oilers can score like a Stanley Cup contender, of that 
there is no doubt. But can you say they can defend like a Cup 
contender?   

Do they have the defensive spine, the structure to win 2-1 and 3-1 games 
come spring? Do they have the composure to make an early lead stand 
up?  

After blowing period leads of 4-1 and 5-3 before winning 6-5 in overtime 
Friday — and choking on a 3-1 lead two nights earlier in a crucial 
divisional matchup versus L.A. — can you say that this Oilers team has 
what it takes to win at playoff hockey?  

“We have to learn how to play properly with the lead,” admitted two-goal 
scorer Zach Hyman, who has a career-high 24 in his first season as an 
Oiler. “In the LA game we were up 3-1 and it went to OT and the 
shootout. Then this game we were up 4-1 and 5-3, so that’s two leads 
that got away from us.”  

Of course, there is always a bright side.  

“Earlier on in the season we were playing from behind a lot,” Hyman 
pointed out. “Now we’re playing with the lead. We have to protect the 
lead and play smart.”  

It’s facile to simply blame the goaltending, especially on a night when 
Mike Smith allowed one smelly one out of the five, but Jordan Binnington 
got the hook after allowing four of the first 13 shots to pass. Edmonton 
was given the gift of a poor start by the opposing goalie, and couldn’t get 
it to the bank.  

“We need saves,” Blues head coach Craig Berube said of Binnington. 
“He’s got to play better.”  

Smith faced 25 shots in the final 40 minutes, and a ton of Grade A 
chances. Connor McDavid scored his second of the night on an overtime 
two-on-one with Leon Draisaitl, but might we remind you:  

When the playoffs begin, they don’t play three-on-three overtime 
anymore.  

Edmonton gave up nine last Saturday in Calgary, blew that lead against 
the Kings, and played another 6-5, firewagon special against St. Louis. 
They won in overtime and a shootout to collect four of six points, but we’ll 
remind you as well: There are no shootouts come May either.  

Right now Edmonton is bending a lot, and then finding their own break in 
overtime or a shootout. Bend like this in the playoffs, and there will be a 
lot of broken hearts in Northern Alberta.  

“Anytime you give up five goals against, you haven’t done what you 
wanted to do,” admitted head coach Jay Woodcroft. “We’re not burying 
our heads in the sand at some of the errors that have crept into our 
game. We’ll address them.  

“We gave up too much off the rush. I didn't think our back-check was 
where it needs to be. They got above us a few times. Most are 
correctible.”  

You can’t say this isn’t one of hockey’s most entertaining teams, as 
McDavid pushed to 39 goals and 102 points, burying a beauty pass from 
Draisaitl in OT. St. Louis won the opening draw in overtime and tried to 
play a four-corner offence until the Oilers duo left the ice. But after a 
minute, the Oilers finally got the puck, and at 1:11 of OT they were 
celebrating a win.  

Truly, McDavid and Draisaitl on a two-on-one has become the modern 
day version of Wayne Gretzky and Jari Kurri. The only difference is, 
these two are more interchangeable than the Hall of Fame tandem was.  

“I never had the privilege of seeing those guys up close. I have seen 
them on video,” Woodcroft said the former greats. “In today’s day and 
age, I couldn’t think of two other players I’d want to have on a 2-on-1, 
with the game on the line."  

Draisaitl failed to score his 50th, settling for two assists on a seven-shot 
night. McDavid had 11 shots and two goals, while his left winger Evander 
Kane had a goal and two helpers.  

Offensively, with McDavid, Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins helming 
separate lines, the Oilers are a real handful. They have scored four or 
more in five straight games — 26 goals in all — and tied a team record 
with their ninth straight home-ice victory.  

That’s nothing to sneeze at.  

But we all know that playoff hockey is not solely about filling the net, 
leaving one to wonder if these Oilers can buck the trend and score their 
way through a playoff round or two?  

Or are they the Toronto Maple Leafs, another high-scoring outfit with 
average goaltending and panicky defensive structure that simply can not 
succeed in any game where less than five goals are scored?  

Whichever it is, they’ve got 13 games to figure it out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' frustrations boil over with aggressive exchange at 
practice 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisApril 1, 2022, 6:53 PM 

 

CALGARY — A two-handed stick smash across the crossbar is always a 
pretty good indication that temperatures are running hot. 

So are heated words and shoving matches between teammates that 
require separation from cooler heads. 

Such was the scene at Flames practice Friday, following the team’s first 
two-game losing skid in over two months. 

Standards around here have clearly been elevated, almost as high as 
frustrations were late in a skate at WinSport Arena in which curious 
onlookers were as intrigued as the media by an aggressive exchange 
between Blake Coleman and Erik Gudbranson. 

Flames' Coleman and Gudbranson get into small altercation at practice 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:19 

As part of a half-court-type battle drill pitting four against four in close 
quarters, Coleman pushed Gudbranson by the end boards in a fashion 
the burly blue-liner didn’t take kindly to, given how dangerous the impact 
could have been if he’d slipped. 

He retaliated with a shove that, given the size discrepancy, flattened 
Coleman. 

Gudbranson then smashed his stick in two over the iron before he and 
Coleman shoved one another, continuing their animated exchange of 
ideas.  

Noah Hanifin and several others intervened, as coach Darryl Sutter stood 
nearby, devoid of a reaction, but clearly okay with the old school 
skirmish. 

"It’s good, it’s a contact sport," shrugged Sutter. "We need some more 
guys like that. 
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"Those two guys that are out there banging each other, those are two 
bangers. We need some of the guys who are pillow fighting to do a little 
bit of that." 

Vintage Sutter, punctuating a near punch-up with a punchline. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

For a coach with unmatched intensity and the demand his players follow 
suit, they are moments he’d expect from a pair of veterans like them. 

Encouraging his club to recognize this time of year requires increased 
intensity and emotion, he couldn’t have asked for more.  

"It happened ... big deal," he shrugged. 

Asked if he was involved in practice battles as a player of the '80s, he 
smiled. 

"Probably," he said, before correcting himself. "Not probably, everybody 
was. 

"These practices are easy, compared to what we did back then. Guys 
couldn’t wait to do it. You always had rivalries on your own team. That’s 
what you want. Defencemen/forwards, line/line, centre/centre. 

"Creatures of habit, so if you do it in practice there’s a chance you’ll do it 
in a game." 

Such frustration was evident in Thursday night’s 3-2 shootout loss to the 
Los Angeles Kings when Milan Lucic stormed back to the bench at the 
end of yet another particularly frustrating period for the Flames. 

Trailing 1-0 after being unable to break through the neutral zone barriers 
set up by the Kings, Lucic repeatedly slammed his stick on the top of the 
boards as he climbed in through the gate. 

Turning his snarl towards his teammates, he shared some pointed 
thoughts with a group that has only won four of its last nine outings. 

It’s hardly surprising to hear Lucic endorsed the brief, in-house conflict 
between Coleman and Gudbranson Friday. 

"It is a good thing," he said. "You practice like you play. If you’re intense 
in practice, you’re intense in games. Good teams have that. Main thing is 
bringing that intensity tomorrow." 

Sutter joked Friday, "usually April is flowers and overtimes." 

It’s also about responding properly to the pressures and demands of a 
tighter-checking game he warned was coming down the stretch. 

Of late, he’s been lukewarm to his club’s response. 

"I think pretty normal — pretty much what I thought because a lot of them 
haven’t been through it," he said, forever unable to resist reminding folks 
it’s not good enough to simply lead a division by five points, as they do.   

"There’s some of them that know about it and some that don’t. It’s 
important as a group that they pull each other. 

"It goes back to we’re trying to change the culture here, and it’s not that 
easy to tell you the truth. I’ve worked hard at it over a year now, through 
the summer, and you still have a few guys. It’s difficult." 

INJURY NOTE: Oliver Kylington and Sean Monahan missed practice 
Friday. 

The defenceman left Thursday’s game in the third period after taking a 
high stick from Kings forward Rasmus Kupari before smashing head-first 
into the boards. 

As a player who missed some time last month shortly after a similarly 
awkward hit into the boards, it would surprise no one if he missed some 
time to recover. 

Michael Stone took Kylington’s spot alongside Chris Tanev on the 
second pairing, and the team may very well summon Connor Mackey 
from Stockton to be the team’s seventh defenceman Saturday against 
visiting St. Louis. 
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TSN.CA / Ready, refreshed Campbell returns to start Saturday 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead 
of Saturday’s game against the Flyers in Philadelphia.  

Jack Campbell took part in his first full practice Friday since being forced 
from the lineup with a rib injury and the goalie will start Saturday's game 
against the Flyers in Philadelphia. Campbell, who last played on March 8, 
believes the time between games has served him well.  

  "It was pretty huge just for feeling better and letting that settle down and 
woking on my game and getting my body in great shape in the gym," the 
30-year-old said. "Just chilling out and having some fun, working hard 
and just ready to get back at it."  

  "He looks like he is refreshed," observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "I think 
that is natural for that to happen when you can separate yourself from the 
game for a little while. We wish he remained healthy, but there are some 
positives that come with being able to take some time away. It is a long 
season, especially for a guy who plays that position. To get that mental 
and physical break, there are benefits to come from that." 

  Campbell revealed that he initially sustained the injury during a game on 
Feb. 22 in Columbus. He allowed 14 goals in his next three starts before 
the decision was made to shut things down for a bit.  

  "I'm not going to make any excuse [for] my performance," Campbell 
said, "but it's not fun to play through some pain. It's part of the game and 
I'm fortunate the team has my back and let me heal and get stronger. I'm 
ready to go now." 

  This is the first time Campbell has been the No. 1 goalie for a team and 
that has been an adjustment. Even before the injury, Campbell was 
dealing with what Keefe described as a mental block.  

  "This is a long season," Keefe said on Friday. "If you factor in all of the 
COVID stuff that we have been through and the toll that takes on him, the 
goaltending position itself, and this market as well, with all of those 
things, a little break can be a good thing. Jack's energy really never has 
changed, but you can certainly see him having lots of bounce in his step 
around the room these days. He is excited to get back to playing. He has 
worked incredibly hard to be ready." 

  Campbell's mindset now?  

  "Just looking forward to the most fun part of the year," he said. 

Campbell ready to return from rib injury 

After being out since March 8th due to a rib injury, Jack Campbell will get 
the start in net when the Maple Leafs visit the Flyers on Saturday. 
Toronto's netminder discussed his excitement to return as well as the 
importance of getting a mental and physical break. 

--- 
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  Did Jake Muzzin think about his life after hockey after suffering his 
second concussion of the season?  

  "Yeah, the first time you think about life too," he said with a chuckle. 
"Always. You're always thinking about your health and what's really 
important, but I feel good." 

  The 33-year-old husband and father sustained a concussion on Jan. 15 
in St. Louis and then another one on Feb. 21 in Montreal. It's been a long 
road back, but Muzzin is almost ready to return to the lineup. On Friday, 
he practised in a regular sweater for the first time during the recovery 
process. 

  Muzzin returned to the ice on March 8 and he's been practising with the 
team since March 16.  

  "I understand being patient is important," Muzzin said. "I want to be out 
there with the guys playing, but there's a lot more important things in life 
than this great game. But I still want to be a part of it. I want to play and 
I'm working towards it." 

  Muzzin won't play on Saturday, but he is coming on the team's four-
game trip. Another practice is scheduled for Sunday in Tampa where the 
Leafs will face the Lightning on Monday.  

  How close does Muzzin feel to playing? 

  "We're getting there," he said.  

Muzzin practices in regular sweater; will go on road trip 

Sheldon Keefe said that defenceman Jake Muzzin will be going on the 
Leafs' road trip. Muzzin will not play Saturday but is getting close to 
returning after being sidelined with a concussion since Feb. 21st. 

--- 

  Ilya Lyubushkin left Tuesday's game in Boston after getting hit in the 
head by Bruins winger Taylor Hall. The defenceman practised on Friday 
and is expected to play in Philadelphia.   

  "I feel pretty good," Lyubushkin said. "The first day it happened I felt 
sore in my neck a little bit, sore head, headache ... When I watch [the] 
replay, it looks like not a heavy punch but, like, serious guys, I feel it. I'm 
not a guy who lies down on the ice. If I feel the pain, you feel the pain." 

  Hall was fined $5,000, the maximum allowable, for roughing.  

  Lyubushkin skated alongside Morgan Rielly at practice, which allowed 
T.J. Brodie to reunite with Justin Holl on the second pair while Mark 
Giordano slid back to the third pair with Timothy Liljegren.  

  "We have liked the way those pairings have gone for us," Keefe said. 
"We do, with Giordano's arrival, want to get a feel for different things to 
be prepared for whatever might come our way in the playoffs or down the 
stretch. We have to make sure we continue to monitor that. We are 
running out of games here. We are having daily discussions on it. 
Muzzin's return is going to force us to change some things just like 
Lyubushkin being out changed some things. Some of that will happen 
naturally. We do want to get some looks at some different combinations 
as we get going here, but for tomorrow, I think we will settle back into 
what we had." 

  Lyubushkin is settling into Toronto nicely following a Feb. 20 trade from 
Arizona. Friday was only his second media session since he joined the 
Leafs.  

  "Different fans, different media, like, it's different world for me now," he 
said.  

  Lyubushkin, 27, noted that Toronto's big population and winter weather 
reminds him of his hometown of Moscow.  

  Lyubushkin's idol growing up was Karel Rachunek, who he watched 
play defence in the KHL for Moscow Dynamo. Rachunek died in the 
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl plane crash and Lyubushkin always keeps a No. 4 

as part of his sweater number as a tribute. After being assigned No. 26 
for his first game with the Leafs, he switched to 46.  

Lyubushkin on recovery from Hall punch, adjusting to Toronto 

Maple Leafs defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin shares his thoughts on the 
punch he took from Bruins forward Taylor Hall on Tuesday and discusses 
his recovery from the incident. 

--- 

Nick Abruzzese took part in his first full practice with the Leafs on Friday. 
The 22-year-old will make his NHL debut on Saturday. Luckily, the 
Harvard product is a quick study.  

  "Very smart player," said Keefe. "When I watched him on video and 
when I got all the reports, that is the biggest thing that stands out: his 
ability to process the game. In any of my discussions with him, whether it 
is doing video or just having a conversation, with some of the questions 
that he asks, he is just a smart player who I think is going to be able to 
adjust to that part of the game quickly." 

  Abruzzese produced 33 points in 28 games this season and also 
represented the United States at the Olympics where he played 
alongside fellow Leafs prospect Matthew Knies, who is now preparing for 
the Frozen Four at the University of Minnesota.  

  "I don't think I've seen a smarter player," Knies told TSN. "He's got a ton 
of skill. He plays the game maturely. He's always in the right spots and 
plays bigger than he is. Works his tail off. He's a wonderful player to play 
with and I was happy to get to know him there." 

  Abruzzese skated on the fourth line at practice alongside fellow Harvard 
alumnus Colin Blackwell and ex-Flyer Wayne Simmonds. He also took 
reps with the second power-play unit. 

  "I watched a lot of him playing in the Olympics," said Keefe. "I was 
particularly focused on the game against Canada, which was essentially 
made up of players I know very well, whether I coached against them in 
the NHL or AHL, and are all top players at the AHL level, certainly. 
Seeing him compete and play the game at that level gives me confidence 
that he is going to be able to adapt quickly to a more challenging level in 
the NHL." 

  Jason Spezza and Kyle Clifford are projected to be healthy scratches 
on Saturday.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Abruzzese will make NHL debut Saturday 

Nick Abruzzese took part in his first full practice with the Maple Leafs on 
Friday, skating on the fourth line alongside Colin Blackwell and Wayne 
Simmonds. The 22-year-old will make his NHL debut on Saturday night 
in Philadelphia. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

When Auston Matthews entered the dressing room after scoring his 50th 
goal and being named the first star on Thursday night, teammates 
cheered loudly and doused him with water.  

  "Lit," is how Matthews described the reaction. "I was pretty soaked ... 
It's pretty cool. This group is so close." 

  "We're all fired up for him," said William Nylander. "He got a little 
shower."  

  Matthews became just the fourth player in franchise history to score 50 
goals in a season joining Rick Vaive, Dave Andreychuk and Gary 
Leeman. It was a special night even for a guy like Nylander, who grew up 
around the game while his dad, Michael Nylander, played in the NHL, 
including in Washington alongside Alex Ovechkin.  

  "It was pretty unreal," said Nylander. "It actually reminded me of when I 
was younger and my dad was playing in Washington and Ovi scored 50 
one night when I was there. It was the night he did the [stick-too-hot] 
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celebration. It brought back some memories. It was just incredible and 
well deserved."  

  Giordano was grateful that his first goal as a Leaf came on the same 
night that Matthews made some magic. The former Calgary Flames 
captain flashed back to the 2007-08 season when Jarome Iginla hit 50 
right on the number.  

  "I've been around Jarome scoring 50 and it's pretty cool when they do, 
when they hit those milestones," the 38-year-old said. "But, I mean, I 
don't think I've seen a guy dominate at both ends of the rink like I've seen 
in my first week and a half here ... His shot, his release, I mean, it's pretty 
impressive. I've been more impressed, honestly, watching him play 
defensively since I got here. It's unreal the way he backchecks and plays 
in his own end." 

  Matthews has been remarkably focused during this entire season. If 
possible, it seemed like his teammates were more excited than he was 
on Thursday night.  

  Asked about his legacy among the franchise greats, Matthews 
remained grounded in the present.  

  "Right now I have a job to do, and it's not finished yet," he said. 

Matthews hits 50 for the first time 

Bryan Hayes, Jeff O’Neill and Jamie McLennan discuss Auston 
Matthews scoring goal number 50 of the season, how the night played 
out and the buzz in the building. 

--- 

  Saturday will mark two weeks since Ondrej Kase left a game in 
Nashville after taking an elbow to the head.  

  "There is no timeline attached to that," said Keefe. "He is just continuing 
to increase his activity and things like that. He hasn't been on the ice." 

  Rasmus Sandin is out long-term with a knee injury, which was also 
sustained in Nashville, and there's also no specific timeline for the 
defenceman's return.  

  "He is still week-to-week," Keefe said.  

  --- 

  Lines at Friday's practice: 

  Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Spezza  

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall  

Abruzzese - Blackwell - Simmonds  

Clifford  

  Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Muzzin, Dahlstrom  

Hollowell  

  Campbell  

Kallgren 

Hutchinson  

  Power-play units at Friday's practice: 

  QB: Rielly 

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Bumper/net front: Nylander, Tavares rotate 

  QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Abruzzese, Liljegren  

Bumper: Mikheyev  

Net front: Bunting 
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