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New Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury stuffs Hurricanes, snaps Carolina’s point streak 

By Chip Alexander 

On a night when a lot of attention was directed toward 
basketball in New Orleans rather than hockey in Raleigh, the 
Carolina Hurricanes were handed a 3-1 loss Saturday by the 
Minnesota Wild. 

The Canes had a hard time getting the puck past Wild goalie 
Marc-Andre Fleury, getting plenty of shots but only a third-
period goal from forward Teuvo Teravainen. 

The Canes’ usually reliable penalty killers allowed a goal, the 
fifth power-play score Carolina has given up in the past five 
games. 

Teravainen was left bloodied after being hit in the mouth by a 
puck in the second period, although he did return in the third 
to score. 

The Wild (42-20-5), winning for the second time this season 
over Carolina, ran its point streak to nine games while ending 
the Canes’ point streak at six games. 

It was that kind of night and game for the Canes (45-16-8), 
the Metropolitan Division leaders. In a matchup of two of the 
league’s best teams, with a crowd of 16,375 on hand at PNC 
Arena, the Wild was the better team as Fleury outplayed 
Canes goalie Frederik Andersen. 

“He’s a great goalie and there’s a reason why he’s got to be 
a Hall of Famer,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said. 
“Extremely athletic. He makes saves that few goalies can 
make and we saw some of those tonight. He’s so quick going 
side to side, and he’s big, he’s square. It’s tough to beat him. 

“They didn’t have a ton of chances but they capitalized on 
them. We had more chances and only capitalized on one. 
Tip your hat to ‘Flower.’ Just a fantastic job.” 

Fleury, 37, was terrific in his 19th career win over Carolina 
and 514th overall, making 37 saves. A trade-deadline pickup 
by the Wild from the Chicago Blackhawks, he pushed his 
record to 3-0-0 since coming to Minnesota. 

“He was obviously dialed in tonight,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I’m sure they’re excited about why they 
got him. That’s why.” 

The Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov continued to do what he does best 
— be an offensive force, collect points. The dynamic winger 
had a goal and an assist, beating Andersen in the third with a 
wickedly quick tight-angled shot for his 39th of the season 
and a 3-0 lead. 

Teravainen’s goal, his 18th, came off a nice feed from 
Sebastian Aho. But Fleury stopped everything else, with a 
potential Canes goal in the final minute of regulation 
overruled when Nino Niederreiter was called for goaltender 
interference. 

“We played a fairly good game but we didn’t make it hard 
enough on Fleury,” said Niederreiter, who believed he was 
pushed into the goalie. “We had a lot of Grade-A chances 
and obviously Fleury stood on his head.” 

Mats Zuccarello had the power-play score in the first period 
for the Wild, whipping a shot from the top of the slot that 
Andersen couldn’t track for his 20th of the season. He also 
assisted on the Kaprizov goal. 

The Wild made it 2-0 in the second after snuffing out a 
Canes power play. Defenseman Dmitry Kulikov jumped out 
of the penalty box and soon was filling the wing on a rush, 
beating Anderson with a shot from the left circle. 

The Canes had some near-misses in the first period that 
could have made a difference. Late in the period, Martin 
Necas ripped a shot from the left wing that found metal. 

The Canes tested Fleury with 15 shots in the second period, 
from all angle. The veteran goalie was flawless, showing the 
form that made him the Vezina Trophy winner last season 
with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The Wild, playing the first game of a four-game road trip, did 
its part defensively in the game, blocking 17 shots, clearing 
the zone, keeping tight gaps. But Fleury was the star of the 
game. 

“They played smart hockey with the lead,” Canes captain 
Jordan Staal said. 
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Fleury stymies Hurricanes in 3-1 Wild win 

The veteran goalie starred on Minnesota's win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes have seen plenty of 
Marc-Andre Fleury throughout his NHL career. The longtime 
Penguins goalie and former member of the Golden Knights 
and Blackhawks made his first appearance in Raleigh with 
the Minnesota Wild. 

But it looked like the same old Flower. 

Fleury stopped 37 shots, including 15 in a second period, to 
lead the Wild to a 3-1 win in front of 16,375 Saturday at PNC 
Arena. 

“When he’s starting to feel it, which he was tonight, he’s 
pretty tough to beat,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal, who 
played six seasons with Fleury in Pittsburgh, said. 

By the time the Hurricanes finally scored — a Teuvo 
Teravainen redirection with 6:19 left — the Wild had made 
the most of their 19 shots on goal by building a three-goal 
lead. 

The Hurricanes had twice as many shots and generated the 
chances they wanted but didn’t get the results. 

“We played hard,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We did what we wanted to do. … It’s tough. The breaks 
didn’t go our way tonight, that’s for sure.” 

That was mostly because of Fleury. The 37-year-old goalie, 
who was traded to the Wild from Chicago ahead of the 
deadline, was the difference for Minnesota. 

“Flower’s a great goalie. There’s a reason he’s going to be a 
Hall of Famer,” said Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole, who 
was Fleury’s teammate with the Penguins for two-plus 
seasons. “Supremely athletic. He makes saves that none or 
very few goalies can make, and we saw some of those 
tonight.” 

The Wild also definitively won the special teams battle. 

After the Hurricanes generated little on their first power play, 
the Wild made the most of their first chance. 

After hitting the post early in the man advantage, Minnesota 
set up again and Mats Zuccarello wristed a shot past 
Frederik Andersen (16 saves) for a 1-0 lead just past the 
midway point of the opening period. 

The Wild again parlayed a failed Carolina power play into a 
goal in the second period. 

Dmitry Kulikov came out of the penalty box after serving a 
tripping penalty and joined the rush, and the Wild 
defenseman finished off the 3-on-1 with a shot that beat 
Andersen five-hole for a 2-0 Minnesota lead at 4:10 of the 
second. 

“We just didn’t execute on the power play there, the one,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And even the one we gave up (to Kulikov) 
was a shorthanded one, essentially. We had a 3-on-1 at the 
net and we just miss the pass, and then the guy comes out 
of the box and they capitalize.” 

The nail in the coffin came in the third period at even 
strength. 

Wild star winger Kirill Kaprizov scored his 39th of the season 
by banking a bad-angle shot off Andersen’s blocker and in at 
7:24 of the third period to give Minnesota an insurance goal 
and a three-goal cushion. 

The Hurricanes finally scored when Teravainen — who 
missed much of the second period after taking a puck to the 
mouth that required stitches above his lip — cruised through 
the slot and ramped an Aho feed into the net to spoil Fleury’s 
chance for his first shutout with the Wild. 

“He doesn’t really want you to think that,” Brind’Amour said 
when asked about Teravainen’s “sneaky” toughness. “He 
reminds me of Ray Whitney in a way in that they always 
pretend that they were something else. But deep down, a 
really competitive guy.” 

Carolina pulled Andersen with nearly four minutes left in 
regulation and did get another by Fleury with 37 seconds 
remaining. But the goal off Nino Niederreiter was 
immediately waved off by the officials for incidental 
goaltender interference and was upheld by a brief review. 

“I feel like if that would’ve been Crosby or McDavid, that 
would’ve counted,” Niederreiter said. “It’s pretty simple. You 
could clearly see that (Wild defenseman Jared) Spurgeon 
pushed me in, and there’s nothing you can do. I even tried to 
get out of the way and it luckily hit my shin and went in. It’s 
obviously frustrating, but it’s part of the game.” 

After the final horn, a Wild fan threw a stuffed flower on the 
ice — a perfect conclusion for a game that was all about the 
veteran goalie. 

“He was obviously dialed in tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m 
sure they’re excited about why they got him, and that’s why. 
He definitely got them two points, that’s for sure. 

Notes: Brady Skjei matched a career high with seven shots 
on goal. … Carolina won 40 of 67 faceoffs, including a 14-of-
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18 effort by Vincent Trocheck. … Teravainen had his six-
game assist streak snapped but now has points in seven 
straight. … Aho also has points in seven straight. … 

Andersen is now 3-3-1 in starts in which he faces fewer than 
20 shots.

 

 

 

Recap: Fleury Frustrates Canes, Wild Win 3-1 

Minnesota netminder makes 37 stops in his third appearance 
since being acquired 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Minnesota Wild netminder Marc-Andre 
Fleury stopped 37 shots Saturday, stymying the Carolina 
Hurricanes on his way to a 3-1 victory. 

Three Things: 

1) Flower Power 

Minnesota's Trade Deadline acquisition was the difference 
from start to finish in the contest, holding Carolina off the 
board until 6:19 into the third period. At that point his team 
had already built a 3-0 lead for themselves, so the only 
repercussion was that he'd have to wait at least one more 
outing for his first shutout as a member of the Wild. 

The Canes had more shots and possession time throughout, 
but aside from Teuvo Teravainen's 18th goal of the season, 
they were unable to crack the reigning Vezina Trophy 
Winner. 

There were redirections, high danger chances, slot shots, 
you name it, but Fleury was just able to get it all. 

2) The Point Streak Lives On For The Dynamic Duo 

Teravainen's tally came after he missed most of the 
evening's second period after taking a puck up high. A pool 
of blood was left behind as he left the ice with Head Athletic 
Trainer Doug Bennett, giving him a gash above the upper lip 
that required medical attention. 

When he returned to the ice yet another connection with 
Sebastian Aho got their club on the board, also moving both 
of their point streaks to seven games. 

#86 now has two goals and eight assists since March 22, 
while Aho has four goals and four assists over that same 
span. 

3) It's Not Always The Result 

Despite the regulation loss, Rod Brind'Amour was pleased 
with the way his team played in the contest. He had major 
praise for Fleury, but also said that his team did a lot of what 
they wanted to do. 

Minnesota capitalized on an early power play to start the 
scoring, took advantage of a player coming out of the penalty 
box mid-rush for their second, and had a third goal of the 

night sneak by Andersen, but structurally, Carolina's coach 
was pleased with the way his team handled their business. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the performance of Marc-Andre Fleury: 

"He's still really athletic. Tonight the thing that gets 
overlooked is that the saves that he made, there was about 
three of them that were tipped and he made the adjustment 
off the tip. That doesn't happen very often in a goalie. 
They're there, they're in a spot and it gets tipped. He was 
quick enough to make the adjustments and that was 
impressive to see, honestly. Unfortunately for us we just 
couldn't get enough by him." 

Rod Brind'Amour touching on the output from his club: 

"We played hard. Everyone did. We did what we wanted to 
do, we just didn't execute on the power play. Even the one 
we gave up, it was a shorthanded one essentially, it was a 
three-one, we just missed the pass, the guy comes out of the 
box and they capitalize. It's tough. The breaks just didn't go 
our way tonight, that's for sure." 

Jordan Staal providing his assessment of what made 
Minnesota successful in front of Fleury tonight: 

"They played well. They played really smart hockey with the 
lead. They eliminated our big chances, really. I thought we 
still created a fair amount of chaos and tried to get a couple 
bounces. There was opportunities, but Flower made some 
really good saves. In the third they locked it down a little 
better and we couldn't create a lot of Grade-A's." 

What's Next?: 

The team is scheduled to be off on Sunday. They'll then 
practice Monday before flying to Buffalo for a Tuesday night 
matchup. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Brady Skjei led all skaters with seven shots on goal 
tonight, matching his career-high. 

 Jaccob Slavin earned a secondary assist on 
Teravainen's goal, now giving him five assists in his 
last five games. 

 The Canes move to 45-16-8 with the defeat.
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Fleury, Kaprizov help Wild defeat Hurricanes, keep pace in Central 

Goalie makes 37 saves; forward has two points to set 
Minnesota season scoring mark 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Marc-Andre Fleury made 37 saves and 
the Minnesota Wild extended their point streak to nine 
games in a 3-1 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC 
Arena on Saturday. 

Fleury is 3-0-0 with Minnesota since he was acquired in a 
trade with the Chicago Blackhawks on March 21. 

Mats Zuccarello and Kirill Kaprizov each had a goal and an 
assist for the Wild (42-20-5), who are 8-0-1 in their past nine 
games. Minnesota is second in the Central Division, 15 
points behind the Colorado Avalanche and three points 
ahead of the St. Louis Blues. 

"[Fleury] won the game for us today," Zuccarello said. "They 
had some really good chances in the second period. We 
were a little loose. We were lucky in that category." 

Kaprizov had an assist on Zuccarello's goal to set 
Minnesota's single-season points record with 84, passing 
Marian Gaborik (2007-08); his goal gave him 85 points (39 
goals, 46 assists). He also tied a Wild record with a six-game 
goal streak. 

"It's a huge accomplishment for me," Kaprizov said. "I'd like 
to thank all of my teammates, all the coaching staff, 
everyone in the organization who made it possible." 

Teuvo Teravainen scored for the Hurricanes (45-16-8), 
whose point streak ended at six games. Frederik Andersen 
made 16 saves. Carolina leads the New York Rangers by 
five points for first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

"I have no qualms about the way we came out and played 
tonight," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "That's a 
good team. I know we didn't give up that much and that's 
really the key." 

Zuccarello's power-play goal gave the Wild a 1-0 lead at 
10:20 of the first period. He scored on wrist shot from above 
the left face-off circle. 

"'Zuc' decided to take all the responsibility all to himself for 
that one," Kaprizov said. "I gave him a pretty innocent pass 
and he did the rest. Thanks to him, and of course, it was 
special." 

Kulikov made it 2-0 at 4:10 of the second period when he 
scored off a backhand feed from Tyson Jost. 

Fleury faced 15 shots in the second period. The 37-year-old 
made a shoulder save on Brady Skjei in close, stopped Nino 
Niederreiter cutting through the slot and made a blocker save 
on a one timer by Martin Necas. 

"They have different guys coming and a lot of guys at the net 
for tips and rebounds and screens," Fleury said. "Those are 
hard sometimes because they're always moving. But I 
thought our guys kept it on the outside and had good sticks 
to defend those plays much of the time." 

Brind'Amour played six seasons against Fleury in the NHL. 

"Tonight, the thing that gets overlooked, there were about 
three that were tipped, and he made the adjustment off the 
tip, which doesn't happen very often with goalies," the 
Hurricanes coach said. "He is quick enough still to make the 
adjustment. That was impressive to see." 

Kaprizov scored from a sharp angle inside the left post for a 
3-0 lead at 7:24 of the third period. 

The Hurricanes cut the lead to 3-1 at 13:41 when Teravainen 
redirected a pass from Sebastian Aho at the net. 

NOTES: Kaprizov has scored nine points (seven goals, two 
assist) in a six-game goal and point streak. The other two 
Wild players with six-game goal streaks: Niederreiter in 
2017-18 and Brian Rolston in 2007-08. … Minnesota's 19 
shots were a season low. … Aho (four goals, four assists) 
and Teravainen (two goals, eight assists) each extended 
point streaks to seven games. ... Skjei tied his career high in 
shots with seven. … Vincent Trocheck won 14 of 18 face-offs 
for the Hurricanes.
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Fleury stays unbeaten with Wild with 3-1 win over Hurricanes 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Marc-Andre Fleury has been getting 
the job done in a brief time since joining the Minnesota Wild. 
Kirill Kaprizov has been putting it together all season long. 

That combination surfaced in a big way as the Wild beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 on Saturday night.  

Fleury made 37 saves to stay unbeaten in less than two 
weeks with his new team and Kaprizov set a franchise record 
for points in a season. 

Mats Zuccarello and Kaprizov each had a goal and an assist 
for the Wild, who won for the eighth time in their last nine 
games and extended their points streak to nine games. 
Dmitry Kulikov also scored.  

Fleury is 3-0-0 since he was acquired from the Chicago 
Blackhawks. He has stopped 92 of 96 shots in those games. 

“It’s still a work in progress,” Fleury said of gaining comfort 
with the Wild. “It’s not going to happen overnight.” 

Fleury was closing in on his first shutout with Minnesota until 
Carolina’s Teuvo Teravainen scored with 6:19 to play. 
Ultimately, Fleury was too good. 

“There’s a reason why he’s going to be a Hall of Famer,” said 
Carolina defenseman Ian Cole, who was a teammate of 
Fleury’s when they played for Pittsburgh. “It’s tough to beat 
him. They didn’t have a ton of chances and they capitalized 
on their chances. We had more chances and only capitalized 
on one.” 

Fleury was in his first road start with the Wild, who have the 
NHL’s longest active points streak. 

“There were times when we relied a little bit too much on our 
goaltender,” Minnesota coach Dean Evason said. 

Kaprizov upped his points total to 85 (39 goals, 46 assists) 
after entering the game tied with Marian Gaborik from the 
2007-08 season. 

Kaprizov said there’s no time to celebrate the 
accomplishment because there’s another game Sunday. 

“We have to focus right away,” Kaprizov said. “Be the best 
you can be every night.” 

The Hurricanes had a six-game points streak end. They last 
failed to notch a point in 2-0 home loss to the New York 
Rangers on March 20. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 16 shots, but the Hurricanes lost 
in regulation for just the sixth time in 35 home games (25-6-
4). 

“Most games it’s really hard to win if you just have one 
(goal),” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 

Zuccarello scored for the first time in 10 games on a power-
play blast at 10:20 of the first period. 

“Sometimes you get the bounces and sometimes you don’t,” 
Zuccarello said. “We’ve got the good bounces as of late.” 

The Wild improved to 35-3-6 when scoring first. 

“It was good to get the lead,” Fleury said. “I thought our guys 
were good at blocking shots.” 

Kulikov’s goal came just six seconds after he exited the 
penalty box. He took Tyson Jost’s pass and peppered the 
puck through Andersen at 4:10 of the second period. That 
was Kulikov’s fifth goal of the season, but the defenseman’s 
first since Feb. 16.  

Kaprizov’s goal came at 7:24 of the third. He has a six-game 
goals streak as the Wild began a four-game road trip with a 
strong performance. 

WOUNDED WILD 

Minnesota had a couple of lineup changes based on injuries.  

Defenseman Jon Merrill didn’t make the trip after exiting 
Thursday night’s matchup with Pittsburgh with an upper-body 
injury. Alex Goligoski rejoined the lineup. 

Left winger Matt Boldy had played every game since the 
2019 first-round draft choice made his NHL debut Jan. 6 at 
Boston. He’s banged up and was replaced in the lineup by 
center Nick Bjugstad, who made his first appearance since 
March 16. 

UP NEXT 

Wild: At Washington on Sunday. 

Hurricanes: At Buffalo on Tuesday to begin a home-and-
home set.
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Canes’ point streak snapped in loss to Wild 

The Carolina Hurricanes saw a six-game point streak 
snapped on home ice Saturday, as Marc-Andre Fleury 
looked his vintage self for the Wild.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

It was one of those nights for the Carolina Hurricanes 
Saturday, as the Canes fell 3-1 to the Minnesota Wild at 
home in PNC Arena.  

The loss snapped a six-game point streak for the Canes, as 
Carolina just couldn’t ever really get enough going to top a 
great effort in Minnesota’s net from veteran Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who stopped 37 of 38 shots faced in the impressive 
win.  

Teuvo Teravainen scored the lone tally for the Hurricanes in 
the third period to cut a 3-0 deficit to 3-1, but it was too little, 
too late as the Wild stayed hot and picked up a big road win 
over Frederik Andersen, who made just 16 saves, and the 
Canes.  

Mats Zuccarello, Dmitry Kulikov and Kirill Kaprizov scored 
the three goals against Andersen in the game, with 
Minnesota scoring one in each period.  

The Hurricanes didn’t necessarily play bad, outshooting the 
Wild 38-19 while out-chancing Minnesota 30-20. The Canes 
had a 12-7 edge in high-danger chances while posting a 
63.06 CF%, but they didn’t quite have that finishing touch 
against a vintage performance from Fleury.  

The Wild took a 1-0 lead on the power play, as Max Domi 
went to the box for hooking and Zuccarello rifled a shot 
through traffic and past Andersen.  

Minnesota then made it 2-0 in the second period immediately 
following a Hurricanes’ power play, as the Wild found Kulikov 
coming out of the box to beat Andersen and double the lead.  

As for the Canes in the first two periods, the results weren’t 
quite there but the process wasn’t terrible, something that 
was a theme in the month of March. The Canes were 
outshooting the Wild 28-15 after 40 minutes, but some 
inability to finish mixed with some brilliance from Fleury in net 
kept the home team off the scoresheet.  

The Canes also went 0 for 2 on the power play in the first 
two periods, and neither man advantage was particularly 
great. The second was better but the result was the same, 
and it proved costly with the Canes completely misplaying 
Kulikov’s exit from the box.  

Minnesota made it 3-0 in the third on a somewhat broken 
play. Kaprizov tried to drop a pass off to Zuccarello between 
the legs behind the net, and while the pass didn’t really work, 
the puck still eventually found its way back to Kaprizov as 
Brady Skjei couldn’t intervene. Kaprizov rifled one in from a 
tight angle to extend the Wild lead.  

The Hurricanes pulled one back later in the third, as 
Teravainen, who had missed about a period with a bloodied 
lip, camped in front of the crease and put one in. Sebastian 
Aho made a great feed from the boards to Teravainen in the 
middle, as the Finnish connection ended Fleury’s shutout 
bid.  

Carolina pulled Andersen with over 3:30 to play in the game, 
and it looked the Hurricanes had gotten another one back 
with 37.2 seconds left. Goaltender interference was called, 
though, as the score stayed at 3-1.  

The Canes will get back to it Tuesday night in Buffalo.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Cole, Niederreiter, Staal on loss to Wild 

The Hurricanes didn’t have their scoring touch Saturday 
night in PNC Arena, as a point streak came to an end 
against the Wild.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell at home to the Minnesota Wild 
3-1 Saturday night, snapping a six-game point streak.  

The Canes dominated possession and the shots, but Marc-
Andre Fleury was fantastic between the pipes for Minnesota 
as the Wild found a way to win on the road.  

Teuvo Teravainen scored the lone goal for the game, after 
missing some time following a puck to the face, but it was too 
little, too late in a 3-1 loss.  

Following the defeat, Hurricanes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, defenseman Ian Cole, Nino Niederreiter and 
Jordan Staal spoke with the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Fleury winning the game: That’s pretty fair. He was 
obviously dialed in tonight. I’m sure they’re pretty excited 
about why they got him. That’s why. He got them two points, 
that’s for sure.  

On Teravainen’s toughness: He’s sneaky. He doesn’t really 
want you to think that. He reminds me a little bit of Ray 
Whitney in the way that they always pretend they’re 
something else, but deep down he’s a really competitive guy.  

On if there’s positives to take away from this game: Totally. 
We played hard. We did what we wanted to do, we just didn’t 
execute on the power play there. And even the one we gave 
up was a shorthanded one, essentially. We had a 3-on-1 at 
the net and missed the pass, and the guy comes out of the 
box and they capitalize. It’s tough. Some breaks didn’t go our 
way tonight, that’s for sure.  

On Niederreiter’s overturned goal: Usually they allow it and 
then overturn it. That’s how it’s been. Once the ref says no 
goal it’s going to be pretty tough. I think there would be a 
bigger argument if it was a one-goal game, but I get it.  

On Fleury being so hard to score on: He’s still really athletic. 
I think tonight the thing that probably gets overlooked is that 
there were three that were probably tipped, and he made the 
adjustment off the tip. That doesn’t really happen very often 
with goalies. He was quick enough still to make the 
adjustment, and that was impressive to see. Unfortunately 
for us we didn’t get enough by him.  

On if there’s any consolation to a loss when it’s just getting 
beat by a goaltender who is that good: No. There’s no 
consolation really in the losses, but I liked the way we 
played. I had no qualms about the way we came out and 
played tonight. That’s a good team. If we play that hard, but 
we didn’t give up that much. That’s really a key.  

Ian Cole 

On Fleury: I thought he was a great goalie. There’s a reason 
why he’s going to be a Hall of Famer. He’s supremely 

athletic. He makes saves that no, or very few, goalies can 
make. We saw some of those tonight. He’s so quick going 
side to side. He’s big, he’s square. It’s tough to beat him. 
They didn’t have a ton of chances, and they capitalized on 
their chances. We had more chances and could only 
capitalize on one. Tip your hat to [Fleury], he did a fantastic 
job.  

On if he can tell when a goalie is going to have a game like 
that early on: You have to expect that he’s going to be great. 
He’s that good of a goaltender, and he has been that good of 
a goaltender for that long. He’s seen just about every shot 
that a goalie has ever seen. He’s figured out how to play 
against them. We’ve just got to continue to grind and get 
chances and capitalize when we do.  

On Teravainen’s toughness: That’s the standard that our 
team plays to. He got his lip cut in half there. So coming back 
out and scoring was huge there. It gave a little life to us. It 
gave us a chance to come back. Obviously we couldn’t 
complete it, but kudos to him for being as tough as he is.  

On if defensemen get any guidance from officials on 
goaltender interference like the one late in the game: They’ll 
maybe yell over ‘let him out’ or ‘let him go’ or whatever. I 
tend to go by the mantra of if he’s behind me I’ll back him 
down, if he’s in front of me I’ll box him out. It’s tough to move 
guys, especially guys who are heavy like Nino or [Staal] 
when they get set there. You do your best to try and limit 
their opportunities and looks there. I guess [Jared Spurgeon] 
did a good job of keeping him in there and getting the call. 
We gave ourselves a chance, but that’s the way it is.  

On Military Appreciation Night: They’re all important causes. 
We have a lot of great nights here with this team. We do a 
really good job of trying to represent multiple communities in 
our community. Obviously Fort Bragg being right down the 
road is a very substantial one. As a group of American guys 
on this team, we wanted to try to do something together to 
help bring some people in and give them the opportunity to 
watch a game. Obviously we would have liked a better 
outcome for them to treat them to a little more fun, but 
hopefully they had a good time. Just kind of thinking 
whatever we can do to help people and make their lives a 
little better. That’s what we’re trying to do.  

Nino Niederreiter  

On Fleury: It’s always tough when you don’t get the reward 
at the end. I felt that we had a fairly good game, but we didn’t 
make it hard enough on Fleury. I feel like he saw a lot of 
pucks. We’ve got to get more in front of the net and get some 
greasy goals.  

On his disallowed goal: In my opinion, it’s always tough to 
say, but I feel like if that would have been Crosby or McDavid 
that goal would have counted. It’s pretty simple. You can 
clearly see that Spurgeon pushed me in, and there’s nothing 
you can do. I even tried to get out of the way and hit my shin 
and went in. It’s obviously frustrating, but it’s part of the 
game.  

On if there are positives to take away from that game: We 
gave them a couple goals that for sure were our own 
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mistakes, but overall I feel like we were the better team. We 
had more grade-A chances. We had a lot of chances, but 
obviously Fleury stood on his head.  

Jordan Staal 

On Fleury: He’s a good goalie. It hurts me to say it 
sometimes. But no, he’s a very good goalie obviously. When 
he’s starting to feel it like he was tonight, he’s pretty tough to 
beat. We could have done a little better job of getting in his 
eyes. They did a pretty good job of keeping us out of the 
front of the net and keeping shots to softer ones from the 
outside. We couldn’t quite get, especially in the third, some 
good chances.  

On special teams: When we lose that special teams battle 
it’s pretty obvious. Most games are pretty hard to win when 

you lose that one. Giving up a power play and obviously out 
of the box kind of stuff, that was kind of it.  

On Minnesota’s effort: They played well. They played smart 
hockey with the lead. They limited our big chances, really. I 
thought we still created a fair amount of chaos and tried to 
get a couple chances. There were opportunities, especially I 
thought in the second, and that’s when [Fleury] kind of made 
some really big saves in that period to lock it down. We 
couldn’t create a ton of grade-As.  

On Teravainen’s toughness: I know him, and he’s a gamer. 
He always has been. We’ve never had an issue with 
[Teravainen] and what he brings to this team and 
organization. He’s a special player that we all love, and he’s 
definitely a big part of this group.
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Canes unable to muster points against Wild as Fleury outduels Andersen  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a 3-1 loss to the Minnesota 
Wild on Saturday, April 2 in PNC Arena. 

Even though the Canes (45-16-8) doubled the Wild (42-20-5) 
in shots, 38-19, goaltender Frederik Andersen simply got 
outperformed by Minnesota netminder Marc-Andre Fleury on 
the other end of the ice. Carolina avoided the shutout with a 
third-period goal by left wing Teuvo Teräväinen, the Wild 
simply had the upper hand all night. 

“When he’s starting to feel it like he was tonight, he’s pretty 
tough to beat,” said center Jordan Staal. “We could have 
done a little better job of getting in his eyes. They did a pretty 
good job of keeping us out of the front of the net and keeping 
shots to softer ones from the outside.” 

Special teams were an issue for the Hurricanes all evening. 
Carolina’s league-best penalty kill started on the wrong foot 
by allowing a power play goal to Mats Zuccarello in the first 
period to open the scoring, while Canes’ two power play 
opportunities mustered just one and two shots on goal, 
respectively. 

The Wild extended its lead to 3-0 with one goal in each 
period, as Dmitry Kulikov and Kirill Kaprizov scored in the 
second and third, respectively. Teräväinen’s goal gave the 
Hurricanes a sliver of hope with under seven minutes to go, 
but a win just wasn’t in the cards for Carolina. The Canes 
nearly pulled within one in the final minute, but the goal was 

negated due to a goalie interference call on right wing Nino 
Niederreiter for standing in the blue paint. 

Teräväinen’s night turned out to be a microcosm of 
Carolina’s as a whole. In addition to his lone goal, 
Teräväinen took a puck to the face in the second period that 
sent him to the locker room with an apparent facial injury. 
The incident didn’t seem to affect Teräväinen too much as he 
returned to the bench to start the third and eventually scored. 

“That's the standard that our team plays to,” said 
defenseman Ian Cole. “He got his lip cut in half there, so 
coming back out and obviously, scoring was huge for us. It 
gave us little life there at the end, gave us a chance to come 
back.” 

Although the loss was against Minnesota, a Western 
conference team, the Hurricanes lost a bit of ground in the 
topheavy Eastern Conference playoff race with the result. 
Carolina still sits atop the Metropolitan division, but only six 
points separate them from the third-place Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

With 13 games left on the schedule and just seven points 
separating Carolina and the Boston Bruins, who are currently 
slated as the seventh seed, there is hardly any margin for 
error when it comes to playoff seeding. 

The Hurricanes will get their next opportunity to get back in 
the win column on Tuesday, April 5 when they hit the road to 
take on the Buffalo Sabres. Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Wolves blast Admirals 

Noesen scores twice, Drury adds 4 points as Chicago 
responds  

Stefan Noesen scored his league-leading 36th and 37th goals 
and Winnetka native Jack Drury racked up a career-high four 
points as the Chicago Wolves knocked off the Milwaukee 
Admirals by a 6-1 count Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards David Gust, Josh Leivo, Drury and Jamieson Rees 
also scored goals for the Wolves (41-12-5-5), who dropped 
their magic number to 12 to clinch their fifth Central Division 
title in six years. 

The 60-minute effort, in essence, was the Wolves’ response 
to suffering a 4-1 loss Friday night at Milwaukee. 

“We’ve responded all year,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “The guys did a great job. We challenged them 
tonight before the game to be a little bit better and we did 
that. We kind of approached it almost like a playoff Game 2 
and we lost Game 1.” 

After a brief but fierce bout between Chicago’s Kyle Marino 
and Milwaukee’s Tommy Apap — won decisively by Marino 
— energized the building three minutes into the game, 
Noesen amped up the crowd further by scoring the opening 
goal at 6:08 of the first. 

Noesen jumped out of the penalty box, found the puck on his 
stick and backhanded it to Drury coming up the left wing. 
Noesen headed toward the middle of the offensive zone, 
accepted the return pass from Drury and ripped it past 
Milwaukee’s Connor Ingram. 

Gust pumped the lead to 2-0 at 13:32 of the first. Cavan 
Fitzgerald sizzled a shot from the left point that Stelio 
Mattheos redirected off the post. The puck hit Ingram’s back, 
dropped into the crease and Gust battled to tap it across the 
goal line. 

The Wolves controlled the first period as they fired the 
game’s first eight shots and Milwaukee didn’t put a shot on 

goal until 8:25 remained in the period. Nonetheless, 
Milwaukee (33-25-4-4) cut the margin in half on former 
Wolves center Cody Glass’ power-play goal at 16:51 of the 
first. Glass fired a shot from the right faceoff circle that wasn’t 
headed toward the goalmouth, but it banked off a 
defenseman’s leg into the net. 

Noesen re-established momentum for Chicago with a snipe 
7:34 into the second to push the lead to 3-1. The Admirals 
committed a delayed penalty, which allowed goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov to leave the ice in favor of a sixth attacker. 
Defenseman Joey Keane sauced a pass from the right point 
to the left for Drury, who fed Noesen between the left faceoff 
circle and the goal line. Noesen sized up the situation and 
threaded a shot through the tiny open space between 
Ingram’s head and the top corner of the net — and Ingram 
had no chance to move. For Noesen, it marked his ninth 
multi-goal game since Dec. 11. 

Leivo earned his 19th goal of the year 9:45 into the third to 
make it 4-1. Drury cleared the puck from the defensive zone 
and Leivo outraced an Admirals defenseman down the right 
wing and roofed a shot over Ingram’s glove to make it 4-1. 

Drury added a power-play goal at 14:18 of the third as he 
swooped in to grab a rebound and bang it off the iron for a 5-
1 lead. With 3:30 remaining, Drury forced a turnover on the 
forecheck and Rees took it in for his fourth goal in the last 
five games. 

Kochetkov finished with 21 saves as the 22-year-old rookie 
from Russia improved his record to 9-0-1. Ingram (27-15-6) 
stopped 27 of 33 shots. 

The Wolves host the Texas Stars at 3 p.m. Sunday for Papa 
Johns Family Sunday, which features a plethora of fun 
activities for the whole family. To find the best ticket deals or 
learn more about Wizards Day on Sunday, April 10, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260056910.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/fleury-stymies-hurricanes-in-3-1-wild-win/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-fleury-frustrates-canes-wild-win-three-to-one/c-332567740 

https://www.nhl.com/news/minnesota-wild-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332516020 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-business-sports-mats-zuccarello-dmitry-kulikov-811ab46ed01617470d9cc8559be424bd 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/2/23008135/canes-point-streak-snapped-in-loss-to-wild 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/2/23008201/they-said-it-brindamour-cole-niederreiter-staal-on-loss-to-wild 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-unable-to-muster-points-against-wild-as-fleury-outduels-andersen/article_d394431e-b2f9-11ec-
a665-070d79e09de2.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/02/wolves-blast-admirals/ 
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New Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury stuffs Hurricanes, snaps Carolina’s 
point streak 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

On a night when a lot of attention was directed toward basketball in New 
Orleans rather than hockey in Raleigh, the Carolina Hurricanes were 
handed a 3-1 loss Saturday by the Minnesota Wild. 

The Canes had a hard time getting the puck past Wild goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury, getting plenty of shots but only a third-period goal from forward 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

The Canes’ usually reliable penalty killers allowed a goal, the fifth power-
play score Carolina has given up in the past five games. 

Teravainen was left bloodied after being hit in the mouth by a puck in the 
second period, although he did return in the third to score. 

The Wild (42-20-5), winning for the second time this season over 
Carolina, ran its point streak to nine games while ending the Canes’ point 
streak at six games. 

It was that kind of night and game for the Canes (45-16-8), the 
Metropolitan Division leaders. In a matchup of two of the league’s best 
teams, with a crowd of 16,375 on hand at PNC Arena, the Wild was the 
better team as Fleury outplayed Canes goalie Frederik Andersen. 

“He’s a great goalie and there’s a reason why he’s got to be a Hall of 
Famer,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said. “Extremely athletic. He makes 
saves that few goalies can make and we saw some of those tonight. He’s 
so quick going side to side, and he’s big, he’s square. It’s tough to beat 
him. 

“They didn’t have a ton of chances but they capitalized on them. We had 
more chances and only capitalized on one. Tip your hat to ‘Flower.’ Just 
a fantastic job.” 

Fleury, 37, was terrific in his 19th career win over Carolina and 514th 
overall, making 37 saves. A trade-deadline pickup by the Wild from the 
Chicago Blackhawks, he pushed his record to 3-0-0 since coming to 
Minnesota. 

“He was obviously dialed in tonight,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“I’m sure they’re excited about why they got him. That’s why.” 

The Wild’s Kirill Kaprizov continued to do what he does best — be an 
offensive force, collect points. The dynamic winger had a goal and an 
assist, beating Andersen in the third with a wickedly quick tight-angled 
shot for his 39th of the season and a 3-0 lead. 

Teravainen’s goal, his 18th, came off a nice feed from Sebastian Aho. 
But Fleury stopped everything else, with a potential Canes goal in the 
final minute of regulation overruled when Nino Niederreiter was called for 
goaltender interference. 

“We played a fairly good game but we didn’t make it hard enough on 
Fleury,” said Niederreiter, who believed he was pushed into the goalie. 
“We had a lot of Grade-A chances and obviously Fleury stood on his 
head.” 

Mats Zuccarello had the power-play score in the first period for the Wild, 
whipping a shot from the top of the slot that Andersen couldn’t track for 
his 20th of the season. He also assisted on the Kaprizov goal. 

The Wild made it 2-0 in the second after snuffing out a Canes power 
play. Defenseman Dmitry Kulikov jumped out of the penalty box and 
soon was filling the wing on a rush, beating Anderson with a shot from 
the left circle. 

The Canes had some near-misses in the first period that could have 
made a difference. Late in the period, Martin Necas ripped a shot from 
the left wing that found metal. 

The Canes tested Fleury with 15 shots in the second period, from all 
angle. The veteran goalie was flawless, showing the form that made him 
the Vezina Trophy winner last season with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The Wild, playing the first game of a four-game road trip, did its part 
defensively in the game, blocking 17 shots, clearing the zone, keeping 
tight gaps. But Fleury was the star of the game. 
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“They played smart hockey with the lead,” Canes captain Jordan Staal 
said. 
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Sabres' blossoming young players determined to reconnect with 
'unbelievable' fans 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Buffalo Sabres forward Alex Tuch walks Rick Jeanneret out on the ice 
after defeating the Nashville Predators 4-3 at the KeyBank Center on 
Friday, April 1, 2022.  

In the throes of a postgame scene unlike any seen at KeyBank Center in 
at least a decade, Alex Tuch acted quickly when someone suggested 
Rick Jeanneret join the Buffalo Sabres on the ice late Friday night. 

Tuch and Sabres center Cody Eakin locked arms with Jeanneret and 
helped the beloved 79-year-old broadcaster walk slowly toward the 
players, coaches and staff, basking in the applause of the thousands of 
fans who remained at their seats long after the Nashville Predators 
retreated to the visitors’ dressing room. 

After Jeanneret received a curtain call to cap the celebration of his 51-
year broadcasting career, he posed with the Sabres for a photograph that 
illustrated the voice of the team’s connection to Buffalo and how 
everyone involved in the postgame pageantry, even those who haven’t 
known Jeanneret for long, understood the importance of the night. 

“It was just an unbelievable moment,” said Tuch, whose passion for 
hockey began while listening to Jeanneret’s voice from his family’s home 
in Baldwinsville. 

The Sabres weren’t done honoring Jeanneret when the 19,070 fans filed 
to the exits. Behind the closed doors of their dressing room, Kyle 
Okposo, the team’s emotional leader, declared Jeanneret as the player 
of the game for the 4-3 win and handed the man of the night a Sabre 
sword. Okposo beamed following practice Saturday when recalling the 
exchange and Jeanneret’s brief speech that followed. 

Jeanneret’s retirement at the end of this season will mark the end of an 
era for the franchise but another is already underway on the ice. Fans 
who stayed away from the arena since before the outset of the Covid-19 
pandemic learned Friday night that the Sabres’ young core is blossoming 
around veterans like Okposo. The scene after the win was the latest 
example of what the players have built off the ice since training camp in 
October and the connection they're rebuilding with the community in 
Buffalo. 

“I was lucky enough to spend the beginning of my career in front of some 
sold-out crowds and you really can’t describe the energy that you get 
from crowds like that,” said Tuch. “Last night, it would have been really 
tough for us not to have some energy. … You feel unstoppable at times, 
and it goes to show how unbelievable of a fan base that we have. When 
they’re coming here and supporting us, I think it’s going to be that much 
better.” 

When the audience members methodically raised their arms to form a 
wave that went around each section of seats in KeyBank Center during 
the third period, Okposo leaned over to Dylan Cozens, a second-year pro 
who had never witnessed such a raucous environment in the building, 
and said, “Welcome to the National League.” 

Minus the Heritage Classic and the game Friday night, the Sabres have 
averaged 8,844 fans in 33 home contests this season, the second-lowest 
mark in the NHL behind Ottawa. 

Tuch cracked a smile before the game Friday when he described his 
anticipation for the team’s first sold-out crowd in KeyBank Center since 
Feb. 16, 2020. Tuch played in front of larger audiences in Buffalo as a 
visitor with the Vegas Golden Knights and attended many spirited games 
as a childhood fan of the Sabres, but this was the first time many of his 
teammates experienced what the building is like in good times. 

“The crowd tonight was unreal,” Tage Thompson said after he scored his 
29th and 30th goals of the season Friday. 

When training camp began in October, the Sabres knew they were going 
to have to win back their fans, even though the fractured relationship 
wasn’t their doing. Many didn’t return to the building after the Covid-19 
pandemic suspended the season in March 2020. There were few games 
with fans last season, and there was frustration surrounding the club’s 
decision to rebuild again when Kevyn Adams, the Sabres’ general 
manager, shifted the franchise’s direction by trading Jack Eichel, Sam 
Reinhart and Rasmus Ristolainen.   

“We know Buffalo's had a great fan base for their whole existence,” said 
center Peyton Krebs. “Obviously, we haven't had more success here in 
the past, but you know, we're a young group and we're excited for the 
future. It starts with us and bringing them back, for sure.” 

Slowly, the Sabres’ new young core, led by Tuch, Cozens, Krebs, 
Thompson, Rasmus Dahlin and Casey Mittelstadt, has won over a fan 
base that hasn’t experienced the Stanley Cup Playoffs since 2011. 
Palpable frustration remained in February when the Sabres lost six 
consecutive games. The talent on the roster tantalized enough that die-
hards wondered why they must continue to wait for development to 
translate into wins. 

But the team’s return to full strength – most notably, the returns of Vinnie 
Hinostroza and Zemgus Girgensons – and continued improvement of 
young players led to a breakthrough March in which the Sabres went 8-3-
3 with wins over Toronto, Minnesota, Vegas, Calgary, Vancouver and 
Pittsburgh.  

When Eichel returned to Buffalo with the Golden Knights on March 10, 
most of the 12,437 fans in attendance, then a season-high, were there to 
boo the former Sabres captain. Three days later, a sold-out, Toronto-
friendly crowd at Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton, Ont., watched the 
Sabres outplay the Maple Leafs. And the large gathering Friday night 
was mostly for Jeanneret, not the upstart hockey team he’s enjoyed 
following during his final season. 

But each time, the Sabres delivered in a big way. They will miss the 
playoffs for an NHL-record 11th season, but their point streak is at eight 
games entering a Sunday matchup against the Florida Panthers. 

“I said it from the first day of the year that this whole thing needs to 
happen the way it’s supposed to and organically,” said Okposo, an 
alternate captain. “We’re just going to continue to build. I think the last 
number of weeks, we play the Vegas game, then we play the outdoor 
game, we’ve played some emotional games, and last night was one of 
them. … Hopefully it’s going to want to push them a little harder, so our 
team becomes better and the building’s going to be more like that.” 

Many qualities of these Sabres are like those of the franchise’s great 
teams. The players have a blue-collar, worker-bee-like determination that 
resonates with people in Buffalo, a willingness to stick up for one another 
on the ice, immense talent that plays an exciting style of hockey and a 
passion for bringing a winner to Western New York. 

Behind the scenes, players like Cozens and Thompson talk about the 
dream of hoisting the Stanley Cup in Buffalo. They know this won’t be 
accomplished soon. The first step is a playoff push and qualifying for the 
postseason. But their openness with that goal resonates with fans who 
have suffered through heartbreaking Sabres and Bills losses. 
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And this group is willing to show its various personalities. The Sabres got 
off the bus at the Heritage Classic wearing 1970s-style basketball 
uniforms from the movie, “Semi-Pro,” and in honor of Jeanneret, players 
wore suspenders to the arena Friday night. In the buttoned-up world of 
professional hockey, the Sabres are giving fans a peak behind the 
curtain to see the bond that’s been formed off the ice. 

To the team’s credit, it’s using social media and multimedia to connect 
the fans with the team. They’ve shown Okposo’s son, Odin, announce 
the starting lineup in the dressing room ahead of the game on Kids Day, 
Krebs’ spirited pregame lineup announcement during the recent point 
streak and Okposo handing the sword to Jeanneret. This was never done 
when Jason Botterill and Tim Murray were running hockey operations. 
Over time, the Sabres lost the connection with the fans that was 
developed in the 1970s with open practices and community events under 
the ownership of the Knox family. 

Rebuilding that relationship was part of Adams’ plan when he took over 
as general manager in June 2020. 

“Yeah, the locker room’s a sacred place in what we do, and, you know, 
obviously, this is a new age, a new world with cameras kind of 
everywhere,” said Okposo. “It's nice that people get to kind of see a little 
bit of what goes on in there.” 

The emotional game against Nashville was the first in a difficult April 
slate that includes matchups against Florida, Carolina, Tampa Bay, 
Toronto, St. Louis and Boston. The rapid development of the young core 
has some fans dreaming of playoff hockey, but coach Don Granato 
doesn’t want to look too far into the future. 

Much can be accomplished during the season’s final month. Owen 
Power, the Sabres’ first overall draft choice in July, is expected to join the 
club when his postseason ends with the University of Michigan. Other 
young players will be tested with immense responsibility against top 
teams fighting for playoff position. 

Changes will occur this summer, albeit minor compared to previous 
offseasons. Some veteran players likely will be gone, but the franchise’s 
new foundation, the young core, will be here for seasons to come. The 
emotional night celebrating Jeanneret’s career was their introduction to 
what’s in store for the Sabres with more success. 

“Obviously, we're not quite where we want to be,” Cozens said recently. 
“We want to be in the playoffs. That’s the first step to our goal. We’re not 
there yet. But we see that we've started to build something here that we 
know we're going to get there. Whether it's next year or the year after 
that, we know we're going to get there. Everyone else believes that and 
feels that in this room, too. We’re all just super excited to do this and 
build this the right way. We have a lot of great things ahead for this 
group.” 
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Rangers put Islanders loss behind them: 'Make sure it doesn’t happen 
again' 

 

Peter Botte 

4-5 minutes 4/2/2022 

 

The Rangers haven’t experienced too many games this season that 
merited the excrement-based descriptions used by head coach Gerard 
Gallant and star winger Artemi Panarin following Friday’s ugly 3-0 loss to 
the Islanders.  

The day-after message also was apropos, with the Rangers addressing 
and vowing to flush that nonperformance, while looking only ahead to 
Sunday’s home match against the out-of-it Flyers.  

“I don’t want to talk about [Friday] night, but we talked about it briefly. … 
Sometimes it drags on a little longer. It dragged on a little longer this 
morning,” Gallant said after Saturday’s practice in Tarrytown. “It’s 82 
games, honestly, and the way I look at it, the quicker I forget about stuff, 
the better.  

“But like I said, some games like [Friday] night, it lasts a little longer, and 
it stings a little more.”  

Gallant had termed the Rangers’ lifeless play as “horses–t” after the 
Islanders halted their division rivals’ four-game winning streak. Panarin 
similarly had said through an interpreter that the team collectively soiled 
its pants, or something to that effect.  

There weren’t as many scatological or colorful quotes offered by the 
Rangers (44-20-5) one day later, however, with the only focus on earning 
two points against the Flyers, who played Saturday night against 
Toronto.  

“We’re on to Philly. We’ve got 13 games left in the year and it’s a crucial 
time for us, making sure our game is in top order and we’re playing the 
best we can and our habits are good and we’re competing,” veteran 
winger Barclay Goodrow said. “We have 13 games left in the season to 
get our game in the right direction and feel confident in ourselves.  

“We learn from it and we move on. We take the things that we weren’t 
happy about and correct those and make sure it doesn’t happen again.”  

Considering the Blueshirts had won six of their previous seven contests 
— including impressive road victories at Tampa Bay, Carolina and 
Pittsburgh and another home decision over the Penguins — defenseman 
Adam Fox agreed that the team can view the poor showing against the 
Isles as a blip as long as they return to the style that made them so 
successful against some of the league’s top teams.  

“For sure. I think we’ve done a good job all year of responding after 
games we haven’t brought our best effort,” Fox said. “We haven’t really 
strung together too many bad efforts in a row. So just another one you 
kind of throw away and move on to the [next] game.”  

Gallant could make a couple of personnel changes or line shake-ups 
Sunday night, potentially adding deadline-acquired former Flyers 
defenseman Justin Braun or recently scratched Julien Gauthier, who 
skated Saturday alongside third-liners Alexis Lafreniere and Filip Chytil. 
Ryan Strome also practiced and is “definitely a possibility” to play after 
missing the previous three games with a lower-body injury.  

Gallant added he hopes Friday’s pitiful loss can serve as a reminder for 
his team about the required effort necessary in every game.  

“We talked about a stinker [Friday] night, and we had a stinker. They 
know that,” Gallant said. “The games against Pittsburgh that we played, 
that’s the way we have to play. If we’re gonna have success, that’s the 
way we have to play.  

“And [Friday] night, obviously we didn’t. It wasn’t even close to that. But 
like I said, that’s in the past, and we’ll move forward. We’ve got 13 games 
left and we’ll see where we go.” 
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Noah Dobson's game matures, a big benefit for Islanders 

 

By Andrew Gross 
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Noah Dobson had the puck on his stick at the top of the right circle when 
he spied Zach Parise open at the far post. A tangle of legs and sticks 
separated the two Islanders’ teammates but the defenseman navigated 
the puck through that with a pinpoint feed for a relatively easy goal. 

“I’d love to say we practice it but that was just a world-class play by him,” 
Parise said of his second-period, game-winning goal in Tuesday’s 4-3 
victory in Columbus. “I think he’s been doing a really good job of 
attacking and getting into the offensive zone and looking for sticks like 
that on the backside. I’ve been impressed. Offensively, he’s been doing 
great for us this year.” 

The play was a prime example of the on-ice confidence that has 
blossomed in Dobson’s game and a play he might not have made in his 
first two seasons in the NHL, or even earlier this season. 

Dobson, the 12th overall pick in 2018, has 10 goals and 28 assists in 65 
games, setting career highs in all three categories. His 10 goals left 
Dobson tied for 10th in the NHL among defensemen entering Saturday’s 
play. 

He had four goals and 17 assists in 80 career games entering this 
season. 

“A lot more comfortable,” Dobson said. “Like anything, the more games 
you play, the more comfort you get, you kind of get confidence. I think 
that’s just been a big thing with me is the confidence. I was able to find it 
a little earlier and try to keep building. When you have that confidence, 
you’re able to see those plays and make those plays.” 

There were certainly high expectations when the Islanders drafted 
Dobson as he completed his junior career with back-to-back Memorial 
Cups. 

But, at age 18, the Islanders saw no benefit for Dobson’s development in 
sending him back to the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. Yet, 
Dobson was not age eligible to be assigned to the Islanders’ AHL affiliate 
in Bridgeport. So Dobson, in essence, served a two-season 
apprenticeship in the NHL, playing 34 of 68 regular-season games as a 
rookie and 46 of 56 games last season. He has missed just two games 
this season, being sat as a healthy scratch for the Islanders’ 4-1 loss in 
Tampa Bay on Nov. 15. 

“At some point during the year, you could tell when he stacked up a 
number of games, he looked like he transitioned,” coach Barry Trotz said. 
“Most young guys that have talent like Noah does, they still have to try to 
catch up to the NHL a little bit, especially defensemen. What he’s done is 
he’s able to catch up to the NHL game. And when you do that, the game 
is slower. And your confidence, that poise, that extra second to wait for a 
play to develop like the Parise goal, he has that sense now. 

“He has that inner clock that allows things to happen a little slower for 
him and then he’s able to process and do the things that he did in 
juniors.” 

It’s no coincidence the Islanders are on a 10-3-1 run as Dobson’s play 
continues to improve. 

Having at least one defenseman that can push the offense and 
quarterback the power play is crucial in the NHL. Most good teams have 
more than one. 

“It’s pretty vital for every team,” Trotz said. “Not only power play, but just 
five-on-five play. Those guys are efficient. They can get out of their own 
end. They can support the attack and, at times, they can lead the attack. 
Those guys are extremely important.” 

Anatomy of a goal 

Ross Johnston matched a career high with his sixth point of the season 
when he notched the secondary assist on Matt Martin’s second-period 
goal in Friday night’s 3-0 win over the Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Johnston carried the puck into the offensive zone before leaving it for 
Mathew Barzal, who set up Martin. 

Well, leaving it is one way of describing it. Johnston was asked when he 
became aware of Barzal’s presence near him on the ice. 

“When he yelled for the puck and got in front of me,” said Johnston, 
promptly cracking up as he described the goal. “Yeah, he wanted the 
puck and we put it in the playmaker’s hands.” 

Fischler’s Five 

Longtime Islanders’ broadcaster, author and hockey historian Stan 
Fischler celebrated his 90th birthday on Thursday and was honored that 
night at UBS Arena. Newsday asked Fischler to list his five favorite 
hockey players and why, which he did in chronological order: 

1. F Syl Apps (Maple Leafs (1936-48): “Role model.” 

2. F “Wild” Bill Ezinicki (Maple Leafs 1944-50; Bruins 1950-52; Rangers 
1954-55): “Best body-checking forward I ever saw.” 

3. F Bobby Nystrom (Islanders 1972-86): “For obvious reasons.” 

4. G Billy Smith (Kings 1972; Islanders 1972-89): “For obvious reasons.” 

5. G Evgeni Nabokov (Sharks 2000-10; Islanders 2011-14; Lightning 
2014-15): “Nabby. Who else would do songs with me after games?” 
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Islanders' penalty-kill key component of recent success 
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andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 
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The Islanders bring a three-game winning streak — matching their 
season high — into Sunday afternoon’s game against the Devils at 
Prudential Center. Not coincidentally, their penalty kill is 9-for-9 over that 
stretch. 

Somewhat counter-intuitively, though, the Islanders have not faltered 
against the power play despite the absences of key penalty killers Cal 
Clutterbuck and Scott Mayfield. Clutterbuck, who requires shoulder 
surgery, is out for the rest of the season. Mayfield has a lower-body injury 
that will likely sideline him the rest of the way as well. 

“There’s some confidence,” coach Barry Trotz said after Friday night’s 3-
0 win over the Rangers at Madison Square Garden. “We’re probably 
extending a few of the forwards. A guy like Josh Bailey is playing primary 
minutes, really with Casey [Cizikas]. He’s sort of filled Clutter’s role. 

“You look at a guy like [defenseman Zdeno] Chara, he’s been an elite 
penalty killer for 20 years. Pelly [Adam Pelech], I would consider him an 
elite penalty killer. Dobber [Noah Dobson] has grown into that role. Pully 
[Ryan Pulock] has taken on a bigger role, which is great. That’s how you 
grow. Sometimes injuries force you into those roles.” 

The Islanders did not practice on Saturday after completing back-to-back 
games. Friday’s win opened a five-game road trip and a stretch of eight 
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of nine on the road following Thursday night’s 5-2 win over the Blue 
Jackets at UBS Arena, which swept a home-and-home series. 

The Islanders stymied all three of the Rangers’ power plays on Friday, 
just as they did in both wins over the Blue Jackets. That included two 
crucial, first-period kills after taking a 1-0 lead. In all, the Rangers were 
limited to just two man-advantage shots. 

Overall, the Islanders are 22-of-25 (88.0%) in the eight games since 
Clutterbuck left the lineup. They are 17-of-19 (89.5%) in six games 
without both Clutterbuck and Mayfield. 

The Islanders’ penalty kill ranked fifth in the NHL entering Saturday at 
140-for-167 (83.8%). 

Still, the Islanders (31-27-9) remain 13 points behind the Capitals for the 
Eastern Conference’s final wild-card spot. 

But the penalty kill has been part of a 10-3-1 run that has left their slim 
playoff hopes flickering. 

Which leaves the Islanders to wonder what if they had been able to play 
like this sooner. 

“Yeah, absolutely,” Matt Martin said. “We knew what we were capable of 
with back-to-back conference final runs. We certainly had our challenges 
throughout the season but we never really wanted to use that as an 
excuse, either. We just didn’t find enough consistency in the early part of 
the season. That really dug us a hole. I think over the last 15, 20 games 
we’ve been the team that everyone expected us to be.” 
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Varlamov's Streak at MSG, On Top of His Game as Season's End Nears 
- New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 16 hours ago on April 2, 2022  

By Stefen Rosner 

4-5 minutes 4/2/2022 

 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz had a decision to make 
following the 5-2 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. The 
Islanders had another game to play 24 hours later against the rivaled 
New York Rangers, and netminder Ilya Sorokin was not an option. His 
choices were to go with Semyon Varlamov on back-to-back days or give 
Cory Schneider an opportunity. 

He left the decision up to Semyon Varlamov. Here’s how that 
conversation went thirty or so minutes after Thursday’s game: 

Trotz: Let me know tomorrow. 

Varlamov: I don’t have to let you know tomorrow. I’m feeling really good. I 
wasn’t too taxed, and I’d like to have the game tomorrow. 

Although Trotz had the final say, he went with Varlamov, and the move 
paid off. 

Semyon Varlamov was fantastic against the New York Rangers, and 
even though the workload was not too heavy, with just 27 shots coming 
his way, there were times when Varlamov had to stand tall. 

Not only did Varlamov record his second shutout of the season, but it 
was his fourth consecutive shutout on Madison Square Garden ice. 
Varlamov shut the New York Rangers out three times on Broadway 
during the 2020-21 season. 

While that streak is impressive, what Varlamov did from Thursday to 
Friday showed where Varlamov is at. 

A Vezina-caliber netminder in 2020-21 (.929 SV%, 2.054 GAA, 7 SO), 
we know all about the obstacles that came his way this season: no 
training camp, no preseason, no games early in the season, and a stint in 
quarantine. 

Not to mention that the New York Islanders did not do a lot to help him 
out when he did play, leading to misguided statistics. 

But as the Islanders have elevated their game, so has Varlamov. And the 
fact that he was not only able to go on back-to-back nights but win both 
games and stop a combined 57 of 59 shots was impressive. 

Although getting into the head of a player, especially a netminder, is a 
challenging task, it’s evident that Varlamov’s confidence is as high as it 
has been all season. 

“You can see his confidence growing each and every game,” teammate 
Casey Cizikas said following Friday’s win. “It hasn’t been just these last 
two games. It’s been a while now. So, you know, the way he’s playing, it 
gives us a boost going into every single game.” 

And Cizikas is spot on. 

Over his last five games, Varlamov is 4-1-0 with a .937 SV% and a 2.21 
GAA. 

I had written a story following Varlamov’s first start after the NHL Trade 
Deadline, asking if Varlamov was validating the decision of New York 
Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello for not moving Varlamov 
when he had the opportunity to do so. 

The focal point of holding onto Varlamov seemed to be because of his 
relationship with Ilya Sorokin. While that could be the main reason, 
Varlamov finding his game again and being at the top of his game only 
makes the situation on the island better. 

There’s belief from upper management to the coaching staff to the 
players in the room that Varlamov still has the skillset to be a difference-
maker between the pipes. 

At 33, coming off an injury, it was not apparent that Varlamov could ever 
get back to the game we saw last season. Was his career on the 
downswing? That might have been a premature approach, but with the 
way Ilya Sorokin was playing, there was little concern with the netminder 
situation. 

It goes without saying that Ilya Sorokin is the no. 1 netminder for the New 
York Islandes, and Semyon Varlamov’s play as of late does not change 
that fact. 

But having two strong netminders in the NHL is an advantage. And the 
Islanders are all set in goal if this strong play by Varlamov continues next 
season. 
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Islanders Links: Shutting Out Rangers, Prideful Bunch, Trading Price? - 
New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 20 hours ago on April 2, 2022  

By Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 4/2/2022 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 3, 2022 

 

The New York Islanders, after winning the first leg of their back-to-back 
on Thursday, defeated the New York Rangers 3-0 on Friday. New York 
Islanders forward Mathew Barzal spoke about pride after Thursday’s win 
and how important winning is as the season comes to a close. 

These stories and more in today’s daily links! 

The New York Islanders, in the second of the back-to-back, shut out the 
New York Rangers 3-0. The Islanders are now 30-27-9 on the season 
and now have tied Columbus in the standings. (NYI Hockey Now) 

This week, the New York Islanders played two games against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and recorded two wins, four points to leapfrog 
them in the standings. But at this point in the season, it was a jump that 
did not mean much regarding playoff chances as the Islanders still sit 15 
points behind the Washington Capitals for the second wild-card spot in 
the East. (NYI Hockey Now) 

The Washington Capitals were hard at work for a Friday skate at 
MedStar Capitals Iceplex and saw quite a bit of change and optimism to 
open the month of April. After a maintenance day on Thursday following 
two days off for the team, Alex Ovechkin returned for practice and was a 
full go. He is doing fine after not skating since Monday, and nothing 
appeared to be bothering the 36-year-old. (Washington Hockey Now) 

From the Philadelphia Flyers’ perspective, sturdy right-winger Owen 
Tippett was the centerpiece in the deal that sent franchise icon Claude 
Giroux to Florida on March 19. In six games with the Flyers, the 6-foot-1, 
207-pound Tippett has played much better than his stat line: no goals, 
one assist, and a minus-2 rating. (Philly Hockey Now) 

Sergei Bobrovsky had a tough month of March as he missed two weeks 
of starts for the Florida Panthers after being struck in the mouth by an 
errant puck while sitting on the bench in Los Angeles. When he was on 
the ice, however, it was a pretty good month for the Florida goalie. 
(Florida Hockey Now) 

Is trading Carey Price realistic, should he return to play this season and 
puts up good numbers? NHL Insider Elliotte Friedman dropped a bit of a 
bomb on his 32 Thoughts podcast when he speculated on what’s next for 
the Montreal Canadiens; focusing directly on the fate of Price with an 
upcoming roster transformation. (Montreal Hockey Now) 

The Vegas Golden Knights (38-28-4, 80 points) defeated the Seattle 
Kraken (21-41-6, 48 points) Friday night 5-2 to close out the season 
series between the NHL’s two newest teams. Logan Thompson made 21 
of 23 saves for his fourth-straight win and Jack Eichel scored two goals. 
Despite being present during the morning skate and taking warmups, 
Keegan Kolesar did not play Friday night. He took an awkward hit 
Wednesday from Riley Sheahan and left that game. The Golden Knights 
once again went with seven defensemen and eleven forwards. (Vegas 
Hockey Now) 

With a home-and-home two-game set against the Penguins coming up 
Saturday in Denver and Tuesday at Pittsburgh, the Avalanche practiced 
Friday at Family Sports Center — without Nazem Kadri and J.T. Comper 
taking part. Kadri took an unpenalized hit midway through the third period 
against San Jose Thursday night and obviously was in pain, but he 
shortly after returned to the ice and assisted on the Avs’ final two goals in 
the 4-2 win. (Colorado Hockey Now) 

The San Jose Sharks have figured out a hopefully big piece of their 
blueline next year. This afternoon, they announced the return of Nikolai 
Knyzhov, who was set to become a restricted free agent at the end of 
this year. Puckpedia had the terms: (San Jose Hockey Now) 

So the man has been going through a goal-scoring slump and therefore 
he gets asked a lot of questions. Concerns have arisen apparently over 
the future of Vancouver Canucks forward Conor Garland. They shouldn’t. 
Let’s break it down. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

After their first consecutive losses in more than two months, the Calgary 
Flames were a little testy at practice. Their intensity seems to be ramping 
up following a shootout loss to the Los Angeles Kings Thursday night. 

They also dropped Tuesday’s contest to the Colorado Avalanche. It was 
the first time they had lost two in a row since Jan. 13, when they’d lost 
four straight. (Calgary Hockey Now) 

It happened again. Anaheim Ducks forward Trevor Zegras went for and 
executed “The Michigan” for the second time in his NHL career. After 
trying to go in-between his legs, the shot was stopped and in one motion 
he scooped the puck up behind the net and with zero hesitation buried it 
into the net. But what was more impressive is that he had teammate 
Sonny Milano was in his way. (NHL) 
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Ducks’ Trevor Zegras rips Coyotes’ Jay Beagle for fighting Troy Terry 

 

Elliott Teaford 

4-5 minutes 02/04/2022 

 

The postgame scene in and around the Ducks’ dressing room late Friday 
night was not what you would have expected after a resounding 5-0 
victory over the Arizona Coyotes ended an 11-game winless streak. No 
one smiled. No one laughed. No one seemed in a celebratory mood. 

Trevor Zegras and Jamie Drysdale left the ice and headed directly to the 
Gila River Arena medical room to check on teammate Troy Terry’s 
condition. Adam Henrique entered the coaches’ office to point out that 
more should have been done by the linesmen to protect Terry. 

Zegras and Ducks coach Dallas Eakins then delivered blistering verbal 
attacks on the Coyotes’ Jay Beagle for fighting Terry, pummeling the 
Ducks’ leading scorer with a series of blows even after Terry showed no 
willingness or ability to fight back. Beagle landed three blows after Terry 
went to the ice. 

“I’m not going to name the player, but I get that (Beagle) is going to 
punch him maybe once,” Zegras said. “But the fact that (Terry) is down 
and not engaged in the fight and you’re going to hit him three more times, 
I think it’s embarrassing. I think he (Beagle) should be embarrassed.” 

Eakins called Beagle a “coward.” 

“It was cowardly,” Eakins said. 

Terry left the game with a deep cut near his left eye, which was later 
nearly swollen shut. He did not speak to a reporter after the game but 
was checked out for a concussion by medical personnel and cleared to 
join the Ducks for their late-night flight home to Southern California. 

Terry’s status for Sunday’s game against the Edmonton Oilers at Honda 
Center was questionable, a Ducks spokesperson said via email 
Saturday. Beagle didn’t face supplementary discipline, but Arizona’s Nick 
Ritchie was suspended by the NHL for one game for slashing Kevin 
Shattenkirk in a separate incident. 

Tyson Nash, a former NHL player of little renown who now serves as an 
analyst on the Coyotes’ TV network, faced harsh criticism on social 
media Saturday for saying, “That’s the problem with these young players. 
You want to embarrass guys? You want to skill it up? You better be 
prepared to get punched in the mouth.” 

The incident began with the Ducks leading 5-0 with 5:37 left in the game. 

Zegras attempted to smack a loose puck into the net for his second goal 
of the game after, he said, Coyotes goaltender Josef Korenar failed to 
cover it adequately in the crease. Beagle, a defenseman, arrived late and 
cross-checked Zegras in the back, drawing a penalty. 
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Earlier in the game, Zegras had given the Ducks a 3-0 lead by scoring 
his second lacrosse-style goal of the season, his 17th goal overall. Terry 
assisted on Zegras’ goal and on the first of Isac Lundestrom’s two goals 
for his team-leading 56th and 57th points of the season. 

Terry, a right wing, and defenseman Cam Fowler confronted Beagle after 
the cross-check on the rookie center. Terry got there first and wrestled 
with Beagle for a moment before Beagle shed his gloves and stick and 
began connecting with right hands to Terry’s face. Terry never got his 
gloves off and never got his hands up to protect himself. 

Beagle continued to swing at Terry as Terry fell to the ice, bleeding from 
a cut near his left eye. Linesmen Jonathan Deschamps and Ryan Daisy, 
whose job it is to break up fights when they get out of hand or are 
otherwise one-sided, never arrived in time to protect Terry, essentially a 
non-combatant. 

Athletic trainer Joe Huff left the Ducks’ bench to attend to Terry as 
Beagle sought to find someone else to punch. Zegras tried to get to 
Beagle, but was held in check by the Coyotes’ Loui Eriksson. Terry 
skated to the bench with a towel pressed against his face to stop the 
bleeding. 

Beagle was ejected from the game and given a fighting major and a 
minor for cross checking. 

“I think it’s a bad look for the league,” Zegras would later say. “For the 
player who did it, it’s humiliating and I think he should be (expletive) 
punished.” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Previewing a dynamite Saturday slate, 
including Canes-Wild 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

12:59 PM BST 

  

Saturdays on the NHL schedule are typically jam-packed, and there's no 
deviation from that trend today. But three particular matchups are worthy 
of special attention as the rush to the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs 
continues. 

First up at 3 p.m. ET is a potential Cup Final preview, as the Colorado 
Avalanche (No. 1 in the Central Division) host the Pittsburgh Penguins 
(No. 3 in the Metro). By a quirk in the schedule, these two teams will run 
it right back Tuesday. But for more on this particular matchup, be sure to 
check out our viewer's guide for the game. 

At 7 p.m. ET, the Minnesota Wild (No. 2 in the Central) travel to Raleigh 
to take on the Carolina Hurricanes (No. 1 in the Metro). These two played 
a tightly contested game back on Feb. 12 in Saint Paul, with the host 
Wild picking up a 3-2 victory. 

Finally, the premier late game pits the St. Louis Blues (No. 3 in the 
Central) against the Calgary Flames (No. 1 in the Pacific), following the 
Blues' OT loss to the Edmonton Oilers on Friday night. The prior two 
games in the season series have been fun -- for the home team. The 
Blues won 7-1 on Jan. 24 in St. Louis, while the Flames steamrolled 5-1 
on Jan. 27 in Calgary. This one will be played in Alberta; will the previous 
trend hold true? 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available on ESPN+ 

Florida Panthers at New Jersey Devils, 12:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Colorado Avalanche, 3 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Philadelphia Flyers, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Winnipeg Jets, 7 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Calgary Flames, 10 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Buffalo Sabres 4, Nashville Predators 3 

Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Chicago Blackhawks 2 

New York Islanders 3, New York Rangers 0 

Ottawa Senators 5, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Edmonton Oilers 6, St. Louis Blues 5 (OT) 

Vegas Golden Knights 5, Seattle Kraken 2 

Anaheim Ducks 5, Arizona Coyotes 0 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 
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Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. FLA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ OTT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ COL (Saturday) 
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Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 16 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 84% 

Tragic number: 31 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 6% 

Tragic number: 22 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ CHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 81% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 84% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ VAN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 56% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 4% 

Tragic number: 19 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. EDM (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 16 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. DAL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 
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Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 29 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 24 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Flames injuries beginning to mount, so are the losses 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 3, 2022, 2:06 AM 

 

The playoffs may not be here just yet, but the war of attrition generally 
associated with the post-season has begun for the Calgary Flames. 

After being unscathed by the injury bug all season long, the Flames lined 
up Saturday minus three regular starters. By night’s end they’d lost a 
fourth. And the game. 

Injuries aren’t the only thing mounting in Calgary these days – so are 
losses. That's three in a row for a team that has only won four of its last 
ten. Not the way the coach or any of his players want to roll into the 
playoffs. 

On Saturday, the effort was there, the finish wasn’t. 

Plenty of that had to do with the brilliance of St. Louis Blues revelation 
Ville Husso, who made 39 saves in a 6-4 Blues win. 

The other deciding factor revolved around an evening of deficient 
defensive zone coverage by a Flames club that generally knows better. 

“Probably a good time for a road trip here,” said Milan Lucic, whose club 
heads out on a three-game California swing Sunday that ends in Seattle 
next Saturday. “It feels like we haven’t had one for two months. We have 
to approach this one like we did the first one in Detroit.” 

Might be a good idea given Monday’s tilt is against a surging L.A. club 
that crawled to within three points of the Flames Saturday. 

“Big games, all divisional games, especially Monday,” said Lucic, whose 
club has three games in hand on the Kings. “Now they are three points 
behind us. Good time to get away and get together as a group and as a 
team on the road again.” 

An off-day Tuesday in Anaheim, with temperatures expected to be 25 
degrees, should do wonders for a bunch that hasn’t played quite to its 
identity or potential of late. 

There were several good signs Saturday for a club that found itself down 
1-0 in the first minute. Again. 

The fourth line, which learned earlier in the day it would be without Sean 
Monahan due to season-ending hip surgery, evened the score with a 
Brett Ritchie goal that got the crowd back into it. Led by Lucic, they were 
fantastic all night. 
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With Ryan Carpenter now the de facto fourth line centre moving forward, 
the line was also instrumental in the game-tying goal scored by Noah 
Hanifin with nine minutes remaining in a 3-3 game. 

On the play Lucic brought it into the zone and Carpenter and Ritchie 
battled hard in front of the net before Hanifins shoveled a backhand in. 
Ritchie had his right knee pinned awkwardly under Robert Bortuzzo on 
the play, and left for the evening. 

Joining Monahan and Ritchie on the shelf was surprise scratch Calle 
Jarnkrok, promoting Trevor Lewis to centre the third line. 

Not ideal. 

Nor is playing without Oliver Kylington, which the team also had to deal 
with following his face-first collision into the boards two nights earlier, 
leaving him day-to-day and prompting the callup of Connor Mackey. 

Michael Stone filled Kylington's shoes admirably on the second pairing, 
playing almost 20 minutes alongside Chris Tanev. 

The backbreaker for the Flames came with just under two minutes 
remaining, as Australian – yes, Austrailian – Nathan Walker took a nifty 
Robert Thomas pass alone in the high slot and beat Jacob Markstrom to 
put the visitors up 4-3. 

It was the third goal of the evening in which the Flames allowed a Blues 
forward to find open space in the slot for an easy conversion.           

“It’s something we can’t allow them to do – that’s not the identity of our 
team,” said Hanifin. “We’re not going to have success in the long run 
doing that. Not trying to win a game 6-5.” 

The Blues went up 5-3 with an empty-netter before a Dillon Dube goal 
made it slightly interesting with 37 seconds left. Another empty netter 
sent the crowd of 16,422 unhappy, despite the Flames outshooting the 
Blues 43-25. 

“It’s not how we want to finish up before we go on a road trip but, if 
anything, it’s the understanding we have to dig in and it’s not going to get 
easier on the road,” said associate coach Kirk Muller. 

“Everyone is playing for something. We’ve got to feel comfortable playing 
in these games and keep our identity, which is playing away from the 
puck. Not get frustrated and be the team thinking, ‘this is okay and that’s 
how we want to play.’ We can’t crack – we have to make other teams 
crack.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs go flat again vs. Flyers but get by on bursts of 
brilliance 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 2, 2022, 9:57 PM 

 

PHILADELPHIA – They can’t all be classics. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs touched down in Philadelphia crashing off an 
emotional wave. An electric week saw them knock off a pair of divisional 
foes (Boston and Florida) in convincing fashion, then fete super-sniper 
Auston Matthews on home ice and exact revenge on the Winnipeg Jets. 

Would it be possible for them to attack the lowly Flyers with the same 
vigour, knowing their first measuring-stick trip to Florida was right around 
the corner? 

“It hasn't gone as well for us in these types of games, against these types 
of opponents,” coach Sheldon Keefe conceded pre-game. “We're 

expecting them to play a good game with lots of energy, and our guys 
have to be prepared to go and execute the way we have in recent 
games.” 

Keefe tried to draw on Jack Campbell’s long-awaited return and prospect 
Nick Abruzzese’s debut for motivation, but his players came out flat 
against another lottery-bound opponent. 

Former Flyer Wayne Simmonds pitched Philly tough guy Zack MacEwen 
on a fight (denied by the linesmen, to the crowd’s loud disapproval) to 
inject some life into a listless bench. 

“I was just trying to spark the boys. I didn’t think we were playing too 
well,” Simmonds explained. 

But the Maple Leafs needed to get a little lucky before they got good, 
jetting out of town with a 6-3 comeback victory and two more points in the 
vault, despite a 20-minute effort. 

“Yeah, it was not a great hockey game by us,” Keefe said. “We know 
what our team is capable of doing. Maybe that's the problem: [The 
players] know what they're capable of doing.” 

Following a no-goal, low-energy first period, Kevin Hayes popped open 
on the doorstep and got the Flyers on the board first. 

Toronto needed all of 69 seconds to leap back into a game it had no 
business leading. 

Simmonds accepted a beautiful stretch pass up the gut from T.J. Brodie 
and beat Carter Hart one-on-one with a whiffed deke, snapping a 32-
game goal drought. 

“Blackie [Colin Blackwell] goes to me, ‘That’s the ugliest breakaway 
move I’ve ever seen.’ And I don’t think he’s wrong.” 

Then defenceman Timothy Liljegren wired a point shot wide that 
ricocheted off the end boards and clicking it in off the back of Hart’s foot 
as the goalie tried to slide to his post. Yikes. 

Ivan Provorov tied the contest with whack from the slot, one of the few 
pucks that fooled a dialled-in Campbell. 

“It's fun to get in there and get back to just stopping pucks and having 
fun,” Campbell smiled. “I definitely felt like myself.” 

Keefe agreed: “He just looked like Jack. I loved the way he played 
tonight. The first period, especially. That first 10 minutes or so was a 
disaster by us in front of him. 

“His job is to be there when things break down — and certainly they did 
break down.” 

With the Maple Leafs suddenly awake and pressing hard in the third 
period, they got Hart scrambling in his own net and Auston Matthews 
scored his 51st to regain the lead. 

Pierre Engvall held and sniped on a shorthanded 2-on-1 to give the 
Maple Leafs a league-leading 12 shorties on the season. 

Provorov struck again to narrow the gap, but Morgan Rielly responded 
for the Leafs. John Tavares piled on the party, too, beating Hart clean off 
the rush. 

An explosive four-goal frame that reinforces the notion that the Leafs can 
survive on bursts of brilliance and don’t necessarily have to turn in a full 
60 to scoot by a weak team. 

The only thing that made the coach happy about the “disappointing” 
effort, however, was that fact that Campbell looked calm and loose. 

“We didn’t play the game that we wanted to play all night. The third 
period we got some timely scoring, and that was ultimately the difference 
in the game,” said Simmonds, a realist. 

“But ideally we don’t want to repeat a performance like that.” 
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The Maple Leafs’ road trip now heads south to Tampa Bay, where the 
forecast is a 100 per cent chance of better hockey. 

They won’t have an opponent to play down to. 

Fox’s Fast Five 

• Hayes, Keith Yandle’s close friend, on the end of the ironman streak: “I 
can’t say I agree with it.” 

Hayes said the scratch was on the players. Had the team performed 
better, they’d be in the playoff hunt and management wouldn’t feel it’s 
necessary to bring in college players and start getting a peek at the 
future. 

But Hayes, clearly bothered, also acknowledged that ending Yandle’s 
streak “was a big deal” and referenced Phil Kessel: “I know someone’s 
right behind him.” 

• With the Maple Leafs desperate to gain momentum for the first 30 
minutes, Keefe went full blender with his top nine in Period 2. Ilya 
Mikheyev–John Tavares–Mitch Marner is compelling look. 

• For the first time, we’re told, in four and half years, the 76ers played a 
matinee on the same day as a Flyers night game. (Apparently, former 
coach Alain Vigneault was a fan of the daytime slot.) 

As a result, the Leafs were jostled out of their routine and not given 
access to Wells Fargo Center for their morning skate and meeting. 

“We walked in the building, and they still had part of the court down,” 
Simmonds said. 

• Another rare sight: duelling rookie laps. A pair of NCAA recruits, 
Toronto’s Abruzzese and Philadelphia’s Ronnie Attard, made their NHL 
debuts Saturday. 

Admitting to nerves, Abruzzese had his parents and sister in town to 
watch his dream come true. “It hasn’t fully sunk in yet,” Abruzzese said. 

Attard’s debut put an end to Yandle’s ironman streak at 989 games. 

• Very cool scene pre-game: Spotted a gregarious Simmonds catching 
up with a long-serving Flyers staffer in the bowels of Wells Fargo Center. 
The gentleman had pulled out his smartphone and got his wife on 
FaceTime so Simmonds could visit with her too. 

“I spent eight years here,” said Simmonds, who got his fight in the end. 
“So I had fun tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Harris makes impressive, speedy debut in Canadiens win 
over Lightning 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 2, 2022, 11:41 PM 

 

Jordan Harris’ feet can take him anywhere he wants to go, and his brain 
takes him most often to the right places. 

That was made clear on nearly every one of the 17 shifts he took in his 
NHL debut against the Tampa Bay Lightning Saturday. We got a clear 
glimpse of it through his first 45 seconds of action—a sequence that 
ended with a quality scoring chance that forced Brian Elliott to give up a 
rebound the Montreal Canadiens nearly cashed on—and several more of 
them through his 15:55 of ice-time. 

“Watching him, you’d never think it was his first game,” Canadiens 
teammate Joel Edmundson said to reporters on site afterwards. “I 
thought he was really good.” 

The 21-year-old, who’s one credit shy of a degree at Northeastern 
University, showed it in taking his very first strides in the world’s best 
league against three of the world’s very best players. He relied on the 
speed of them—and his active stick—to disrupt the flow of Nikita 
Kucherov, Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos, and it was impressive. 

But even if Harris dropped some jaws, and some coverage, with his foot 
speed, it’s his processing speed that stood out even more in this game. 
And if his speed of execution on that first shift was indicative of the level 
of play he’s already prepared to consistently offer, he’ll realize the large 
potential he has a lot sooner than expected. 

Processing speed: Realizing the puck is being turned over with all three 
Tampa forwards deep in Montreal’s end, Harris immediately jumps into 
the rush. 

Speed of execution: Closing the gap with his feet, Harris gets into 
position to one-time the drop pass and take the shot that handcuffs Elliott 
on the same sequence. 

There were many examples of Harris processing, executing and popping 
up exactly where you’d want him to be in all three zones in this game. He 
did it with some flair, too, with an ankle-busting pivot in his own zone that 
sent Tampa’s Pierre-Marc Bellemare tumbling in the first period. 

Harris wasn’t perfect—a second-period penalty for forgetting it’s an NHL 
rule that you need to return to the bench immediately if you lose your 
helmet was an example. He also said after the game that he would have 
liked to have killed some plays faster and was eager to watch some 
video to pick out other things he might improve—and he was as 
sheltered as one possibly can be when playing against the back-to-back 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning. 

But for a guy who said he was naturally nervous ahead of his first game 
in the show, Harris wasn’t wasting any of his energy. He played 
efficiently, moving himself and the puck with relative ease and fluidity. 

“Loved his game,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “His skating, 
you can see, is so effortless. I thought he was engaged, and he gave us 
some really good minutes.” 

The Haverhill, Mass., native’s appearance in the Canadiens’ lineup also 
highlighted just how drastic a makeover the team’s blue line has 
undergone since losing Game 5 of the 2021 Cup Final at Amalie Arena. 
The grizzlies are almost all gone—6-foot-4, 230-pound Shea Weber was 
too injured to continue his playing career, 6-foot-3, 234-pound Ben 
Chiarot was traded ahead of the Mar. 21 deadline, 6-foot-3, 209-pound 
Jeff Petry is hurt and is expected to be traded in the off-season, while 6-
foot-5, 224-pound Edmundson remains—and the cheetahs are now 
running. 

On this night, the undrafted, unheralded and smooth-skating Corey 
Schueneman lined up next to fleet-of-foot Alex Romanov on Montreal’s 
top pair and scored the team’s second goal in the 5-4 shootout win. And 
while Justin Barron (who came over in the trade that sent Artturi 
Lehkonen to the Colorado Avalanche two weeks ago) may still be in the 
process of finding his NHL legs just four games into his career, we know 
skating is his greatest strength. 

David Savard isn’t exactly a burner, nor is he a bear. But there’s 
versatility in his game, which makes him a good fit with Harris from here 
to the end of this season—and possibly beyond. 

The kid’s name isn’t going to be frequently featured on the scoreboard. 
Not now, and possibly not ever. Canadiens GM Kent Hughes, who 
coached Harris in minor hockey and watched him progress with the 
NCAA Huskies for four years—some of them spent alongside his sons 
and St. Louis’ eldest, Ryan—told us he doesn’t expect him to register too 
many goals or regularly quarterback the power play. 
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But Hughes said Harris will defend well, play bigger than his 5-foot-11, 
185-pound frame should allow, kill plays with his speed and his stick, 
more often than not make the right first pass and be able to skate the 
puck out as efficiently as he moves it. In other words, this player, whom 
Hughes suggested could quickly become a reliable top-four defenceman, 
will make the plays that keep the puck out of his own net and give his 
teammates a chance to put it in the other one. 

Harris showed all that on Saturday. His speed, in every sense of the 
word, was on full display. 

It stood out in a game in which many Canadiens showed their best to 
erase 2-0 and 3-1 deficits and finish off what most would consider to 
currently be the NHL’s toughest road trip, through Florida, Carolina and 
Tampa—from Cole Caufield scoring his 14th goal since St. Louis took 
over the bench on Feb. 9 to Jesse Ylonen tying the game 4-4 in the third 
minute of the third period and to Jake Allen stopping Point, Kuckerov and 
Stamkos before Nick Suzuki secured Montreal’s first regular-season win 
at Amalie since 2017 with a beautiful forehand-backhand deke. 
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Sportsnet.ca / A question for each team in the playoff race one month 
before post-season 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

April 2, 2022, 1:57 PM 

 

The smell of spring and playoff races are starting to take to the air again 
and there is no more time to waste a game here or there. Every point 
matters in these last few weeks and if you start trending in one direction 
or another, it could be an indicator of how your season might end. 

And, can you believe it, one month from today the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
will begin. The season has been a flash and now we're ramping up for 
the most important time of year. With that in mind, we decided to run 
down the 19 teams still involved in the playoff race -- whether deeply or 
loosely -- and pose one question on each of them. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Florida Panthers: Can Sergei Bobrovsky deliver? 

It's been five years since Sergei Bobrovsky won a Vezina and four since 
he was at his true peak. In his first two years with the Panthers, 
Bobrovsky's play was a problem -- .900 save percentage followed by a 
.906. In seven post-season games with the Panthers, Bobrovsky has 
allowed at least four goals against in four of them. Now, there is reason 
to be hopeful he's figured it out again in 2021-22. He's 12th by GSAA, 
has a .916 save percentage and is elevating again lately. This Panthers 
team is probably the best the organization has ever iced, with crazy 
depth at forward especially defining them. But one bad stretch from the 
goaltending can sink it all and Bobrovsky hasn't inspired glowing 
confidence in a couple years -- so is he up to the task? 

Tampa Bay Lightning: After back-to-back wins, do they have enough in 
the tank for a third? 

Look, the East is close with a ton of contenders, but if you had to bet your 
life savings on one of them right now, it would be hard to not go with the 
Lightning again. They have the goalie who could pull them through on his 
own, never mind the superstar power built up that makes the Lightning a 
force. GM Julien BriseBois even rebuilt his third line on the fly at the 
deadline. Their roster is strong enough to get out of the East again, but 
no one has played as much hockey as the Lightning over the past two 

seasons and it's fair to wonder if they have enough gas left in the tank to 
go run through the gauntlet again. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Will Jack Campbell be OK? 

Set to return to the lineup after a couple of weeks away, Campbell comes 
back from a rib injury just as Petr Mrazek is forced out six weeks. Since 
the Leafs didn't bring in another goalie at the deadline, it's all on 
Campbell from here -- and he has an .882 save percentage since Jan. 1. 
He has a few weeks to get up to speed again and we should maybe 
allow that to play out a bit (heh), but there's some no doubt in-market 
pressure on the goalie to show he can stabilize things here right away. 

Boston Bruins: Do they have enough forward depth to go on a run? 

The Bruins upgraded their blue line at the deadline and, we must say, 
Hampus Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy are coming together beautifully. 
But what about up front? Playoff injuries are a guarantee and teams that 
go on long runs tend to have to reach beyond their fourth lines. Now, the 
Bruins have an excellent core of leaders up front -- Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand, Taylor Hall, David Pastrnak. But beyond that? Jake 
DeBrusk, with goals in three straight, has been mighty streaky. There 
was some question if the Bruins needed to add a second-line centre to 
upgrade on Erik Haula; Charlie Coyle has topped out as a third-liner. 
Anton Blidh, Jack Studnicka and Marc McLaughlin (who has one NHL 
game played coming out of the NCAA) are the first three to call on. Will it 
be enough? 

Carolina Hurricanes: Will they regret not doing more at the deadline? 

It was an aggressive build up in the East, where most of deadline 
season's biggest buyers came from. And it's not that Carolina needed to 
do anything major. On paper, they're pretty complete and are top five in 
5-on-5 expected goals percentage, shots for percentage and save 
percentage. They have the sixth-best power play and No. 1-ranked 
penalty kill. But as everyone around them took some big cuts, the 
Hurricanes waited for the last second to acquire Max Domi, an all-offence 
hail-mary they hope hits, or at the very least gives depth minutes. But this 
team has struggled to get over the playoff hump -- they were eliminated 
by Boston (twice) and Tampa Bay in the past three playoffs, and the 
Canes earned a total of two wins in those 14 games. If they similarly 
peter out in 2022, will they look back at the deadline in regret? 

NY Rangers: Can they overcome some questionable underlying 
numbers? 

Consider this: the Rangers rank 24th in the NHL in 5-on-5 scoring 
chances against per 60 minutes, 23rd in expected goals against, 15th in 
shots against, and 30th in Corsi For percentage. All of those marks are 
worst among Eastern Conference playoff teams and don't scream 
"powerhouse." But it's also true the Rangers have the fourth-best points 
percentage in the league, some dangerous star talent high in the lineup 
and potential award winners on forward, defence and in net. Igor 
Shesterkin is their difference-maker and there's a reason he's getting 
Hart Trophy buzz. But the playoffs are relentless and there are no soft 
touches in the East, so can the Rangers improve on some of these 
underlying trends come post-season, or will they be able to overcome 
that flow of play if they don't? 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Is this really the last dance? 

Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang and Bryan Rust are all still unsigned, and 
though we'd be surprised if Malkin does really leave, it seems quite 
possible the other two could. The Penguins are firing on all cylinders, far 
exceeding most pre-season expectations that were informed by three 
straight first-round exits. Tristan Jarry could easily be a question here, 
following up last season's post-season disaster with a solid 2021-22, but 
this could be the final run this team has until some of that core starts to 
come apart. 

Washington Capitals: Are they a forgotten team in the East being 
underrated, or a step below the other seven? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 3, 2022 

 

The Bruins' surge has left the Capitals in the dust, and the most likely 
first-round opponent for the East's top seed. While they searched for a 
goalie at the deadline, the Caps came away with only a couple of minor 
adds. They don't have stand-out underlying numbers, bottom half of the 
league in Corsi, expected goals and actual goals percentage over the 
past couple of months and they're 6-9-2 since Feb. 1 against teams 
currently occupying a playoff position. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Colorado Avalanche: Can Nazem Kadri avoid an untimely suspension -- 
and do we need to ask the same about Nathan MacKinnon? 

Kadri is having a career season just in time for a new contract he could 
chase as a UFA, and as Colorado's 2C he holds an important place in 
their path to success. But there's also a troubling history here, as Kadri 
was suspended in the 2018 and 2019 playoffs, leading the Maple Leafs 
to trade him, and then was given an eight-gamer in the 2021 post-season 
with Colorado. Meantime, though MacKinnon has not been suspended, 
he has had a couple close calls this season, first with Nolan Patrick and 
then with a linesman. He's been playing with an edge of frustration that 
seems liable to blow at any moment. The Avs can't afford to lose either. 

Minnesota Wild: Are they able to step into the upper tier of contenders? 

The Wild were fading in February and in danger of slipping into a wild 
card berth, but GM Bill Guerin threw caution to the wind in this final 
season before debilitating cap penalties complicate his plans for the next 
three years. Nic Deslauriers and Jacob Middleton for tough minutes up 
front and on defence, and Marc-Andre Fleury to shore up the goaltending 
that had begun to be a question mark. They're 5-0-1 since the deadline 
now and Fleury's only played two games. How should we think of the 
Wild? They gave the favoured Golden Knights a run to seven games in 
last year's first round, so they have that experience, and we have seen 
them top of table -- in the first two months of the season they were tied 
with Calgary for the second-best points percentage in the Western 
Conference. Are they a team that will top out at winning a round or two, 
or are the Minnesota Wild able to step up past that? 

Nashville Predators: Are they all the way back, or first-round fodder? 

If not for an incredible run in the latter stages of last season by goalie 
Juuse Saros that made him a Vezina contender, the Predators would 
have missed the playoffs and who knows how much more change GM 
David Poile would have brought on them in the summer than he did. 
Now, this year's team is getting throw back years from Ryan Johansen 
and Matt Duchene, a potential 100-point defenceman in Roman Josi, and 
Tanner Jeannot's rookie rise out of nowhere. But that West is tough and 
the Predators could be looking down the Flames or Avalanche in Round 
1. Acknowledging that, yes, Saros could steal a series on his own, if 
everything is equal are the Preds back as a lurking upset or bound to be 
a first-round warmup? 

Calgary Flames: Are they Canada's best Stanley Cup hope? 

They have one of the best lines in the game this season, one of the best 
defence pairs, and one of the best, most consistent goalies. Unlike 
Edmonton or Toronto, the Flames didn't have a laundry list of concerns to 
address, or think about addressing, at the deadline. They did add a 
couple of forwards in Tyler Toffoli and Calle Jarnkrok to build out some 
dangerous depth, and that will help them keep pace with Colorado, a 
team they had three tight battles with in March. Last year's Habs made it 
to the final as an unlikely Cinderella, but these Flames look legit and may 
be Canada's best hope to win it all for the first time since 1993. 

Edmonton Oilers: Do they have the team defence to hang on to a playoff 
spot and win a round? 

Scoring depth, team defence and goaltending have been the primary 
reasons why the Oilers dropped out of the playoffs early the past two 
seasons. All of those concerns are present with this year's team, too, with 
maybe some improvements. There are these splits in the team's play 
under Dave Tippett, compared to how they've been going under Jay 
Woodcroft since he was promoted on Feb. 10: 

Shots against, high danger chances against, goals against and save 
percentage, per Natural Stat Trick. All stats at 5-on-5. 

It's been a promising turn for sure, and something that must keep up as 
the games get tougher and tighter. Then you notice how they've blown 
some recent leads -- including Friday's 4-1 advantage over the Blues -- 
and you see legitimate reasons to doubt this team still haunt the halls. 
This is another situation, though, that really does also boil down to the 
goaltending. Mikko Koskinen or Mike Smith don't need to steal a series -- 
they just can't blow one. 

Los Angeles Kings: Are they a year ahead of schedule, or about to go 
off? 

The Kings have a lot going for them and a nice mix of a young group of 
players they drafted with an ageing core that's still hanging around and 
contributing. They were certainly tracking in the right direction coming 
into 2021-22, but did we expect them to challenge for second in the 
Pacific and home-ice advantage? Offence is a challenge, but running 
Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault (who actually is scoring, by the way) as 
your top two centres could help slow down an opponent's offence. But is 
a long run reasonably in the cards, or will 2022 be about the "experience" 
of the playoffs to build on for later? 

St. Louis Blues: How does the goalie situation evolve in the final weeks 
and who starts Game 1? 

Couldn't have seen this coming at the start of the season, but Ville Husso 
has taken over in the net, earning 10 March starts to Jordan Binnington's 
four. But, as we know, the goaltending position can be fickle and a month 
is a long time in their world. As good as Husso has been, we should note 
he posted just an .898 save percentage in those March starts and so we 
wonder how this picture might still change before Game 1, and then what 
happens once the puck drops on the post-season. Binnington wasn't 
much better last month either, but it feels like there's still room for a 
controversy to brew here. 

Dallas Stars: Do they have enough offence? 

This is not a new question for the Stars and, in fact, followed them into 
the 2020 playoffs when they went all the way to the Stanley Cup Final. In 
that season, Dallas went in averaging 2.58 goals per game, 26th in the 
league. This season they're actually better, averaging 2.89 per game to 
rank 19th (goals are up around the league this season). That is better 
than only Los Angeles among playoff teams. They are effectively a one-
line team when it comes to scoring. As they showed in 2020, this can be 
overcome with great goaltending, which could still be possible now with 
Jake Oettinger. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Dangerous wild card team, or slipping out of 
contention? 

Robin Lehner appears close to returning, so that's one positive. Max 
Pacioretty, Mark Stone, and Reilly Smith all remain out -- and though 
their statuses are unclear, it will require some finesse to fit everyone back 
in if they're healthy in-season. We're not used to seeing Vegas struggle 
like this. Over the last two months, their .479 points percentage is tied 
with Arizona for 23rd in the league, and it's the lowest among all playoff 
teams. The temptation is, though, that if they can just get into the playoffs 
and have everyone return, the old Vegas could be back and give a higher 
seed a real hard time. But is that actually how it would play out if they did 
end up making it? It would be a lot to expect the team to immediately turn 
the tap back on again after being so banged up all year. 

Winnipeg Jets: What does this last push mean for the off-season? 

The Jets aren't quite as close as they appear. Just four points out of the 
wild card-holding Golden Knights, Winnipeg probably has to worry more 
about the Dallas Stars, who are three points ahead of them with three 
games in hand. More importantly for Winnipeg, their last 13 games will 
help inform what comes next in the off-season. What needs to change 
after such a disappointing season? Who can be part of the solution? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 3, 2022 

 

Vancouver Canucks: Can Thatcher Demko carry them to an unlikely 
playoff berth? 

We're really stretching it here describing the Canucks as "in the playoff 
race" -- they enter Saturday with just a 2.3 per cent chance according to 
Money Puck. But I'm not here to snuff out hope. The Canucks' 
overachievement that gave the impression they were hanging around 
has started to give and now, with odds this long, their road back will 
depend on one player: Thatcher Demko. The Canucks need a miracle 
and their only hope might be Bubble Demko. Can the goalie steal all of 
the games the rest of the way? That's basically Vancouver's path here. 
(Did I just snuff out hope?) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: What to expect from new Maple Leafs 
forward Nick Abruzzese 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 2, 2022, 8:15 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. [INSERT WILL SMITH JOKE 
HERE.] 

1. Sheldon Keefe learned something when he dialled up Ted Donato, 
head coach at Harvard University, ahead of Nick Abruzzese’s Toronto 
Maple Leafs debut on Saturday. 

Keefe knew the buzz-worthy prospect served as captain of the Crimson. 
What Abruzzese’s new coach didn’t know was that captaincy at Harvard 
is voted on by the players. To Keefe, that speaks volumes about the 
latest Leaf’s maturity, character, and leadership. 

Much like Marlies coach Greg Moore — who guided Abruzzese with the 
Chicago Steel — Donato endorsed the 22-year-old as a player coaches 
can trust. 

“Really smart player, very skilled player. Has produced at a very high 
rate, both at the USHL and the now youth college hockey,” Keefe says. 

“We’ll see where he’s at and where our team and our lineup is at, but 
he’s going to get in here in the near future.” 

Abruzzese is a nifty playmaker and power-play threat who piled up 77 
points in 59 games spread over two NCAA campaigns. 

Absolutely, Abruzzese weighed the option of staying in school — 
knowing full well that unsigned NCAA alumni can pick their own landing 
spot. 

But by signing with the Maple Leafs over the weekend, the player gets a 
head start toward RFA status and was guaranteed a taste of NHL action 
for a contending team down the stretch. 

“There was a little bit of back and forth,” Abruzzese said of his decision. 
“At the end of the day, I think I was ready to make this jump to 
professional hockey, and I’m happy to have done that.” 

By all accounts, the young man’s approach dictates that he’s ready to 
turn pro. (Forgoing ELC salary bonuses to aid a cap-crunch franchise 
doesn’t hurt.) 

Here’s the catch. 

Abruzzese’s strongest attributes don’t exactly fit the roster’s immediate 
needs heading into the playoffs. Is he going to supplant an established 
weapon on the NHL’s most dangerous power-play? Can a five-foot-nine, 

160-pound winger make a meaningful impact on the fourth line, where 
he’ll start in Philadelphia? 

Ask Nick Robertson how difficult it is to stick in the NHL without some 
serious AHL grooming. 

Wearing No. 26 and taking his first Leafs line rushes at Tuesday’s 
morning skate in Boston, Abruzzese felt a tangible leap. 

“Definitely the pace and physicality of even just being out there for a 
morning skate, where it's pretty relaxed and everyone’s just trying to get 
loose, you can definitely feel a higher pace and higher intensity level,” he 
said. 

“Just trying to help the team in whatever capacity I can. Obviously, 
they're having a great year and have some pretty big aspirations. So 
whatever way I can help them, I’m here to try and do that.” 

A one-two punch of the pandemic and elected hip surgery robbed 
Abruzzese of his entire 2020-21 season. He delayed signing his entry-
level deal to rehab his body and his game. 

The layoff presented him with some perspective as well as time to bulk 
up as best he could. 

“Just to have another hockey season was maybe something I took for 
granted but I'm super grateful for,” Abruzzese said. 

Abruzzese has been immediately welcomed by the big club. Chatting 
with a couple of fellow Harvard men in the room, Alexander Kerfoot and 
Colin Blackwell, helps. And he’s already started picking the brain of 
Jason Spezza, who addressed Abruzzese and the Leafs’ other hopefuls 
at development camp in August. 

“An incredible player with such a great career,” Abruzzese said of 
Spezza. “I’m just trying to take small things [in] and get acclimated as 
best as I can.” 

Kerfoot spent time around the prospect in the off-season. He raves about 
his puck skills and “elite brain” for the game. 

“The other thing you notice is just his hunger. He wants to get better,” 
Kerfoot said. “He wants to be the best player on the ice every night.” 

2. Keefe was encouraged by watching Abruzzese’s strong Olympic game 
against Team Canada, whose roster featured a bunch of players with 
whom the Leafs coach is familiar. 

“The first time putting on the jersey for our first game was pretty cool 
because I’ve never represented our country,” Abruzzese said. “Being 
able to do that was really special,” 

He struck up a fast friendship with fellow Team USA member and Leafs 
prospect Matthew Knies. 

“Really skilled and kind of a moose on the ice. Physically, he’s kind of a 
freak. We had some good chemistry at the Olympics. It was good getting 
to know him, and he’s an incredible player.” 

A freak? How so? 

“He's three years younger than me, but he makes me look like a boy. 
He’s just explosive and is really strong on pucks and athletically is really 
gifted.” 

With all due respect to Abruzzese, the sense from scouts is that he’s 
more of an amuse-bouche when it comes to the next big thing in 
Leafland. Knies is the entrée. 

3. Attention to the Maple Leafs’ lengthening list of injured players would 
be heightened if they hadn’t just rattled off three big wins in a row. 

Jake Muzzin won’t play Saturday, but he’s travelling with the team now. 
Expect a return in Florida. 

The Taylor Hall punch reinjured Ilya Lyubushkin’s neck and gave him 
headaches, but the Russian Bear should be good to go in Philly. 
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(“Loooove Boosh,” Muzzin told to reporters with a smile, no doubt 
grateful for another hard hitter on the back end.) 

Alexander Kerfoot skipped practice Friday to rest his wounds but is 
expected to play Saturday. How many games would Pierre-Luc Dubois 
be suspended if Kerfoot was seriously hurt on this play? 

4. We’ve gone from Keith Yandle ironman record watch to Keith Yandle 
ironman over watch. The Flyers defenceman stands at an NHL-best 989 
consecutive games played, but he skated on the fourth pairing for a 
depleted Philly squad Friday. 

He’s dealing with an illness. 

"I don't even want to get into the speculation on [Yandle not playing] until 
if we do make that decision," coach Mike Yeo told reporters post-skate. 
"Whenever you're dealing with any player, communication obviously is 
important. I'm not sure what's going to happen tomorrow, so don't want to 
get into any of that right now." 

Could Yandle’s remarkable run really end just 11 games shy of 1,000? 

His average ice time (i.e., coach’s trust) has steadily dropped every 
single month this season, from 16:09 in October to 12:48 in March. And 
even with Philly missing bodies, his metrics have not been kind. 

Meanwhile, Phil Kessel (967) passed Doug Jarvis for No. 2 on the 
ironman list and is only 23 games behind Yandle. 

5. Jack Campbell revealed to reporters that he injured his rib in 
Columbus on Feb. 22. 

The goaltender started three more games afterward, giving up 14 goals. 
He got pulled in one of them and posted save percentages of .800, .821 
and .867 in those outings. 

Either he tried to quietly play through pain, perhaps worried about 
competition from Petr Mrazek, or the Leafs hoped the injury was minor. 

Regardless, it’s great for the player and the club that he was given a 
physical and mental reset. 

“I’m not going to make any excuse on my performance,” Campbell said 
Friday. “But it’s not fun to play through some pain. It’s part of the game. 
I’m fortunate the team has my back and let me heal and get stronger, 
and I’m just ready to go now.” 

With Mrazek sidelined until mid–Round 1 at minimum, the crease is 
Campbell’s alone. 

Starting Saturday, let’s see what he can do. 

6. Said it before, and I’ll say it again: Bruce Cassidy is one of the most 
forthcoming coaches at the podium. Always appreciate the detail with 
which he breaks down some of the nuances of the sport and the gig. 

Here’s the Bruins coach explaining how he puts the analytics provided 
from the “nerds upstairs” to real use with his players: 

P.S. “They’re good nerds.” 

7. Interviewed on the TNT broadcast this week, Minnesota goalie Marc-
Andre Fleury confirmed that the Washington Capitals expressed interest 
in trading for the former Pittsburgh Penguins stalwart. 

“It just didn’t seem right,” Fleury said. 

You gotta respect GM Bill Guerin for challenging goaltender Cam Talbot 
with a little internal competition during a critical spring. 

Granted his first two tests for the Wild came against non-playoff teams, 
but Fleury is 2-0 with a 1.50 GAA and .948 save percentage with his new 
team. 

8. Some may have quibbled over the amount of money ($5.5 million 
AAV) and term (six years) centre Phillip Danault received as a free agent 
from the L.A. Kings. 

The Year 1 results cannot be disputed, however. 

At 29, Danault has erupted for a career-best 21 goals and is a plus-17 for 
a team on track for the post-season. 

By comparison, Montreal’s most productive shooter, Nick Suzuki, has 18 
goals. 

“Worth every penny,” the Kings tweeted. 

Yep. 

9. There are five blank slots on every Hart Trophy ballot. 

Am I really going to burn three of those spots with two defencemen and a 
goaltender? 

Unless things change drastically, it’ll be difficult not to. 

10. On the heels of its Olympic gold medal — well earned, to be sure, but 
not in a true best-on-best — Finland surpassed Canada as the No. 1–
ranked men’s hockey nation, according to the IIHF. 

Russia ranks third, the U.S. fourth, Sweden fifth, and Switzerland is now 
sixth — that country’s highest ever ranking. 

Seeing these (questionable?) power rankings only makes me salivate for 
a true best-on-best to settle this for real. World Cup of Hockey 2024 can’t 
arrive soon enough. 

11. Speaking of which, the league announced that the next World Cup 
will not feature gimmick squads like 2016 runner-up Team Europe and 
Team North America — arguably the best collection of young talent ever 
assembled. 

Which kinda makes TNA’s blazing finish all the more special: 

12. Riding the high off his reversible Maple Leafs alternate sweaters, 
Justin Bieber trolled some of his own fans (those that double as 
Canadiens fans) when his tour rolled through the Bell Centre. 

During an interlude between songs, the Biebs chirped: “How’s that 
playoff spot looking for you guys this year?” Then the pop star went full 
heel and tried to get a “Go! Leafs! Go!” chant going. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs prospect Knies looks ready for the next step 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability at Wells Fargo Center on 
Saturday afternoon.  

Nick Abruzzese played alongside Matthew Knies at the Olympics and 
couldn't help but be impressed.  

"Really skilled and kind of a moose on the ice," said the Harvard product, 
who will make his NHL debut with the Leafs on Saturday night. 
"Physically, he's kind of a freak. We had some good chemistry at the 
Olympics. It was good getting to know him. He's an incredible player." 

Knies, who stands 6-foot-3 and weighs 210 pounds, scored a goal and 
added an assist in four games with Team USA in Beijing. The University 
of Minnesota freshman has been a point-a-game player in the NCAA.  

"He's three years younger than me, but he makes me look like a boy," 
said Abruzzese, 22. "He's just explosive and is really strong on pucks 
and athletically is really gifted.” 
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Knies may follow Abruzzese to the Leafs once his college campaign 
ends. The Golden Gophers will be playing for a title at the Frozen Four 
next week in Boston. 

TSN spoke to Knies about his development this season, learning from 
fellow Arizona native Auston Matthews and whether he's ready to turn 
pro. The following is an edited transcript of the conversation.  

TSN: Where has your game grown the most this season? 

Knies: "My physicality. I've used my size really well. [I'm] able to use my 
strength to my advantage and protect the puck well and use my body. 
That's what made me a successful player this year: understanding my 
strengths and using them well."  

TSN: What led to the improvement in this department?    

Knies: "Working with our trainers this year, with [strength and 
conditioning coach] Cal Dietz, and our coaches, I've gained a lot of 
strength. With more experience with my size, you know, I can kind of 
dominate the play and just keep using it to my advantage, taking it to the 
net and things like that. I think that's when my game's the strongest." 

TSN: Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas says he doesn't want to put any 
pressure on you to sign, but he has left a contract slot open in case 
you're ready to turn pro. Do you think you're ready for that next step? 

Knies: "My size is obviously there. I think I have the strength. I'm ready to 
jump. But, I'm not really focused on it. I'm heading to some of the biggest 
games of my life. I just want to make sure we get as far as possible and 
that I can give my team the best chance to win. Whatever comes [after], I 
can sit down and talk with my parents and discuss it with people who 
know me best." 

TSN: What's it mean to play in the Frozen Four?  

Knies: "It's pretty surreal. It's a wonderful feeling. We're really excited. I 
was happy that our seniors and older players could get a chance at the 
Frozen Four. We're all really pumped. It's a huge honour." 

TSN: How do you sum up the college experience? 

Knies: "It's hard to put into words. It's been incredibly fun. We have a 
really good group of guys this year, a lot of older guys that I've learned 
from. It's just been wonderful. It's definitely fun being a regular student 
and also being an athlete. I'm having a great time. I really enjoyed my 
time."  

TSN: Being from Phoenix, have you been following Matthews this 
season?  

Knies: "I saw he scored his 50th goal so congratulations to him. That's a 
really big accomplishment and Arizona hockey is really proud of him. I've 
been following along here and there. I got to see a few games. Just really 
happy for him."  

TSN: UMass coach Greg Carvel said you looked like Matthews when you 
scored against them last week. Do you take anything from Auston?  

Knies: "I've watched him growing up, since I was really little, and would 
always try to mimic what he does and try and follow the kind of plays he 
makes. So, the more I can take from his game and add it into mine I think 
the better I become. I don't think I looked anything like him (smile), but I 
try to be like him and try to be a goal-scoring player like he is." 

    Greg Carvel: "That goal by Knies, it's ridiculous. He looked like Auston 
Matthews. What are you going to do?" https://t.co/zWoz5gpi6g 

    — Patrick Donnelly (@PatDonn12) March 26, 2022 

TSN: What do you remember most about the Olympic experience?  

Knies: "There's a lot of things. It was a huge honour to play for the US, 
first off, and to play against teams like Canada and Slovakia was 
obviously huge. Justin Abdelkader was there and having him around the 
locker room and getting to know him was big for me, a younger guy, who 

is kind of getting into the pro-hockey standards. I learned a lot about what 
it takes to become a pro player and how to play that style."  

TSN: What's the No. 1 thing that stood out about Abdelkader?  

Knies: "How good of a person he was off the ice. How much respect he 
treated our trainers [with], our equipment managers, our coaches. He 
was a really good leader and I took that upon myself and wanted to add 
that when I came back here to Minnesota. He was a really wonderful guy 
to get to know and I'm really happy he came."  

TSN: You've dealt with a lot of pressure situations this year. What do you 
do well to handle that? 

Knies: "I just breathe and skate and play back to the simpleness of the 
game. Tell myself to skate, shoot, pass, hit, just simplify my game. Don't 
play out of my role. I think that's what takes the pressure off .... That's 
what I focus on, really, is just to simplify my game."  

TSN: What do you think about the World Juniors being re-scheduled for 
this summer?  

Knies: "I'm really excited. That was one fun tournament and it was kind of 
heartbreaking that I got to know all those guys and then it was kind of 
snatched away from us. So, to get another opportunity at it and to play 
with those players again is definitely going to be really fun. I'm just really 
glad they could figure it out and re-schedule it and we could do this again 
and try and win it all over again."  

TSN: You're not worried about the compressed off-season?  

Knies: "It's going to be a little bit different, obviously, trying to get off the 
legs a little bit after the season and trying to get some training in. It's 
definitely going to be much more difficult than it was during the year, but I 
think they'll put together a camp or something to make sure we're in 
shape and ready to go as a team."  

After winning three straight emotional games against Florida, Boston and 
Winnipeg, the Leafs will look to avoid a letdown against a non-playoff 
opponent in Philadelphia. At times this season, Toronto has played down 
to its opposition and squandered points. 

What's Sheldon Keefe sensing from the group?  

"Don't have a great sense," the coach said. "It's a bit of a strange day for 
us. We don't come to the rink. The building wasn't available to us with the 
basketball [Philadelphia 76ers] game going on. We spent time at the 
hotel today so that, in itself, is a different routine for our guys, which 
sometimes is a good thing. We've talked about focusing on our game and 
playing well and not focusing on the opponent." 

The Flyers have lost four of their last five games and sit 29th in the 
overall standings.  

"It hasn't gone as well for us in these types of games against these types 
of opponents," Keefe acknowledged. "A lot of it is the opponent plays 
well. We're expecting this Philly team [to be good] coming back on home 
ice today. They are 4-0-1 in their last five games in this building and 
we're expecting them to play a good game with lots of energy and our 
guys have to be prepared to go and execute the way we have in recent 
games." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 2, 2022 

After experiencing a three-game dry spell, Toronto's top-ranked power 
play is back on track.   

"It has taken some time, but I think the guys have found a nice groove 
there to get the puck to the net," said Keefe. "There are some pieces on 
the breakout and the entries that we have had to adjust to. There has 
been a lot more pressure there. Some of it is teams adjusting to us, and 
some of it is the way the schedule has gone and the teams that we have 
played and the styles of their penalty kills. That in and of itself has given 
us something the guys have had to adapt to." 
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The Leafs have scored a man-advantage marker in four straight games, 
converting on seven of 14 chances during this hot stretch.  

"Some teams have really aggressive up-ice pressure," Keefe continued. 
"Some teams back off the line. Some teams hold the line. Some teams 
stab at you. Sometimes it is the forward holding the line. Sometimes it is 
the D. There are all sorts of things happening there that you have to 
adjust to. The guys have done a good job of that recently." 

The Flyers rank 25th (75.4 per cent) in penalty killing this season.  

Projected Leafs lines for Saturday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot  

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall  

Abruzzese - Blackwell - Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Brodie - Holl  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Campbell starts  

Kallgren 
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