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Loose pucks: The Hurricanes weigh in on UNC-Duke, an Antti Raanta hot take, what to 
watch down the stretch, more 

By Sara Civian  

It was a tragic weekend in the Triangle as the most important 
sporting event of any of our lifetimes ended with Carolina on 
the losing side Saturday. 

Wait … 

As fun as these Canes vs. Wild games have been all season 
— with their matching emerging superstars, fast pace of play 
and Cup dreams — we’ll forgive our region and the entire 
nation for focusing on a different Carolina on Saturday. But 
honestly, y’all filled most of the seats at PNC Arena 
regardless, and I was impressed. I’m sure many of you are 
NC State fans who were just looking for a distraction from 
Duke vs. UNC, but it still made me proud. 

Whatever your college basketball affiliation is, you can be 
sure a Canes player was rooting for the same team. 

“Putting me right on the spot here,” Hurricanes head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour laughed when I asked him to choose Duke 
or UNC. “Either one. Tough to root against either one. It’s 
nice to see them both in there at the same time.” 

It was a perfect answer from a man who has come to 
represent part of the Triangle’s sports world. I’m pretty sure 
he wasn’t even lying, considering his familial ties to NC 
State. 

At least two Canes players were disappointed with more than 
their own loss Saturday. Duke or UNC? 

“Duke,” Winnipeg native Seth Jarvis said. “Come on.” 

To be fair, I’d forgotten about the Duke posters in his 
bedroom during his 2020 draft Zoom interview. He’s been a 
fan, and we can give him a pass for that one. 

“Duke,” Pittsburgh native Vincent Trocheck said. “I grew up 
liking them just because they were very good. I didn’t have a 
college team and didn’t go to college, so I’m sticking with 
Duke. We have a lot of guys in this locker room who like 
UNC, so I can’t join them.” 

While I wasn’t able to find out who those UNC fans are, I 
believe Trocheck — it’s especially believable because of 
course he’d want to play the heel in a locker room full of Tar 
Heel fans. 

Anyway, I just hope everyone had fun. And for the NC State 
fans out there, congratulations: Soon everyone will stop 
talking about this. Maybe. 

Loose pucks 

• This time of year in the NHL always varies so much from 
team to team, and it shows in the on-ice product. The Canes 
are third in the league with 98 points through a nice 69 
games. They haven’t officially clinched a playoff spot, but 
missing the playoffs is getting close to statistically 
impossible. They’re walking the tight rope between wanting 
to keep up the pace of play and stay fresh while also wanting 
to avoid pre-playoff injuries. Things can get a little loose and 
sloppy for teams like this during late March and early April, 
and it’s been especially evident against similar opponents. 
There’s been a fight or at least an attempt at one almost 
every night. There’s a high shot volume and a high penalty 
count. There have been some opponents on the fringe of the 
playoffs playing with more desperation and winning. So with 
all that said, I’m definitely more lenient with my analysis this 
time of the year. From now until the end of the season, I’m 
looking for a few things out of the team more than the score 
at the end of the game: Are players who have 
underperformed starting to figure it out? How is the 
goaltending split up and how is the tandem doing as a 
whole? 

• In the realm of players figuring it out, Martin Necas and 
Seth Jarvis are doing exactly what they need to do. 
Obviously, Jarvis is getting an automatic boost on a line with 
Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, but still. “Yeah, it’s 
awesome. It’s really fun (playing with them) if you’re an 
offensive player like myself,” Jarvis said after Tuesday’s 
overtime loss in Tampa. “They create plays pretty well, 
especially on the rush. You saw tonight: We had a few 
chances. We’re clicking. It’s fun.” As much as we’ve all loved 
Andrei Svechnikov playing with Aho and Teravainen, the rise 
of Jarvis has allowed the Canes to spread the scoring 
wealth. As long as he’s clicking, why not toss Svechnikov 
next to Necas and give Necas a better opportunity to score 
and pass. 

• The Canes had the second-hardest second half of the 
season in terms of schedule strength, but it’s about to let up. 
Their last 13 games include: two against Buffalo, two against 
the Islanders, two against New Jersey, one against Detroit, 
one against Winnipeg and one against Arizona. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean smooth sailing, but it’s important to note 
the Canes got through the hardest part and they’re still 
leading the Metro by five points. They’ve had their struggles, 
for sure. Remember that awful shutout in Washington March 
3? But since then, the process has been consistently solid, 
they’ve gone 8-4-3, and they’ve probably “deserved” to win 
at least 10 of those games. They beat Colorado, Pittsburgh, 
Washington and Tampa Bay in this stretch. It’s never easy 
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this time of year, and sometimes a team with nothing to lose 
will start winning out of nowhere these past few games, but 
the hardest parts of the second half are officially over. 

• Hot take of the week: Maybe we will see Antti Raanta in the 
playoffs more than we anticipated at the time of the deal — 
at the very least it’s something to consider. And that’s not at 
all a knock on Freddie Andersen, who has been Vezina-
caliber most of the season. According to MoneyPuck, 
Andersen passed Igor Shesterkin for No. 1 in goals saved 
above expected with 33.3 (Shesterkin still has the advantage 
in goals saved above average per 60) — meanwhile, Raanta 
is No. 17. This is obviously recency bias-y, but it’s the hot 
take of the week for a reason. My eye test has been loving 
the fire Raanta has been bringing to the team recently, and 
the idea of tossing him into a playoff game doesn’t scare me 
as much as it once did. That’s all. 

• Quote of the week: Teravainen on assisting his teammates: 
“I just try to give them the puck, and they go out and score.” 

• Pyotr Kochetkov moment of the week: It’s almost a shame 
the Canes are so good, because every time I check on the 
Chicago Wolves, it’s just more and more electricity we’d be 
focusing on if the Canes were worse. The latest? 

Kochetkov is 9-0-1 on the season, by the way, with a .935 
save percentage and a 1.8 goals-against average. The 
Wolves are the best team in the AHL to begin with, so we 
have to be careful evaluating goalie stats, but let’s keep an 
eye on him during the AHL playoffs. Jack Drury has been 
thriving in Chicago since his NHL debut as well, with 18 
goals (four game-winners) and 45 points in 56 games. He’s 
got impactful black ace potential written all over him. 

• Player to watch next week: I think Max Domi has been 
excellent since joining the Canes, and you can see him 
getting more comfortable with each game. According to 
Natural Stat Trick, he’s got three assists and a 64 percent 
Corsi-For at five-on-five in his six games with the Canes. It 
sort of surprised me that he’s only had four shots, since the 
few he’s had have seemed pretty close. I bet he gets his first 
goal as a Cane next week. 
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There are somehow no favorites in the East, plus the Zegras stuff, a Flames slump, some 
Oilers questions and more 

By Sean McIndoe  

I’ve come to a conclusion about the Eastern Conference: 
There are no favorites. 

I mean, there are, he said, contradicting his own premise in 
his next sentence as all great writers do. There are teams 
that are more likely to win than others; it’s not just eight 
playoff teams with exactly equal odds. 

But there aren’t favorite favorites, if you know what I mean. 
There’s no Colorado here, looming above everyone else and 
frightening coaches. There’s not even a Calgary, lurking 
around as second option that starts to feel like a first option if 
you squint. 

Instead, the East is eight teams that have all been locked 
into playoff spots since December, and there’s maybe one of 
them that doesn’t feel like a legitimate Cup threat. That 
would be the Capitals, who’ve been up and down since a 
strong start and weren’t able to upgrade their goaltending at 
the deadline. If you want to write them off as serious 
contenders then you probably could, as long as you can 
ignore the presence of the greatest goal-scorer of all time 
and a core that won it all just four years ago. 

Other than that? Good luck. 

We all know what the Lightning can do. We’ve been pushing 
the Panthers and Hurricanes all year long. The Bruins are a 
veteran team that knows how to win in the postseason and 
has been red hot for a month. Playoff demons aside, the 
Maple Leafs will be dangerous if they get even league-
average goaltending, and scary if Jack Campbell happens to 
get hot again. The Rangers are making believers of 
everyone. The Penguins, as confusing as they can 
sometimes be, keep on rolling despite rarely having a full 
roster. 

Who’s your pick from the group? You’re basically scratching 
lottery tickets at this point, because any of those teams 
would feel like a worthy (and not especially surprising) 
Stanley Cup finalist. And when everyone feels like a 
legitimate contender, that means there’s no favorites. 
Everyone is close enough that we don’t know anything. The 
other rankings have all eight East teams in their top 12, 
including seven of the top nine spots, and I’m not sure you 
can really argue it unless you’re a bit higher on the Wild. As 
Dom pointed out in 16 Stats, all of the contenders are 
legitimately good. 

So, what does that mean for the East down the stretch? 
Does seeding matter? Home ice? Will it all come down to 
who happens to be healthy, and whose goalie gets hot at the 
right time? Did I just reverse-jinx this whole thing, and now 
the Capitals are going to sweep everyone? Maybe, sure, but 
maybe not, and I have no idea. Neither do you. We’re going 
to wait to see how it plays out, and then pretty much 
whatever happens, we’ll all nod wisely and say “Sure, I saw 
that coming” because we are liars. 

It’s going to make for a fascinating spring. If you love a good 
upset, I’m not sure the East is your conference, because 

there can’t really be any when all the teams are so close. But 
if you’re one of those fans whose idea of a great postseason 
is one where the chaos door swings wide open, it will be 
great. Eight teams, seven series, three rounds, and 
absolutely zero idea what’s going to happen next. 

That’s probably not a great way to lead into a power rankings 
section that supposed to be about predicting who’ll win the 
Cup, but it’s too late now and I don’t do rewrites, so here we 
go… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

You’ve already seen it a few dozen times, but watch it again. 

That’s just silly, and kudos to Sonny Milano for getting out of 
the way and not screwing it up. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t the end of the story, but we’ll get to 
that down below… 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (43-18-7, +39 true goals 
differential*) — They’re back to being tied with a Leafs team 
we’d all written off, and the Bruins are two points behind. So, 
the idea of the Lightning starting on the road or even as a 
wild-card team isn’t feeling all that far-fetched. That makes it 
awfully tempting to drop them out of the top five, but they’ve 
still collected nine of their last ten points. Let’s see what 
happens against the Leafs tonight and the Bruins later this 
week. 

4. Calgary Flames (40-19-9, +66) — I’m not entirely sure 
how to factor in the news of Sean Monahan’s season-ending 
hip surgery. On the one hand, he had 23 points this year, a 
huge drop from the point-a-game force he was just three 
years ago. On the other, he’s still a solid two-way player who 
can help you in the playoffs, and now he won’t get that 
chance. I don’t think it’s a significant needle-mover, but it’s 
not nothing. 

In terms of wins and losses, the Flames’ recent wobble has 
dropped them behind teams like the Leafs, Rangers, 
Penguins and Wild in points percentage. They’ve lost three 
straight and fallen all the way to 10th in the NHL, which 
doesn’t scream “Cup frontrunner”. But again, they’re in the 
Pacific, and their path looks a lot better than any of those 
teams. I’m not worried. Yet. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (45-16-8, +67) — Their last three saw 
them smoke the Habs but lose to the Lightning and Wild, 
which doesn’t really help us figure out how strong of a 
contender they are. The most important result was probably 
last Monday, when they rolled over the Capitals in 
Washington. Now they need to catch the Panthers for top 
spot and turn that into a first-round matchup. 

2. Florida Panthers (48-15-6, +84) — Congratulations to the 
Panthers on becoming the first team to officially clinch a 
playoff spot. Far more importantly, congratulations to 
Jonathan Huberdeau for breaking the single-season assists 
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record for a left winger, a mark you did not know existed 
unless you read everything I write, which of course you 
should. 

Fun fact: The Panthers’ four-goal third-period comeback over 
the Devils on Saturday was just the 20th in history, according 
to the NHL, which is somehow both a miniscule number for a 
century-old league and also more than I would have thought. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (49-14-6, +71) — They’ve won three 
straight and blown past the 100-point mark, and this week 
including regulation wins over the Flames and Penguins to 
remind any doubters that there really isn’t much debate over 
who the Cup favorite is. That said, the Nazem Kadri injury 
sounds serious, and there’s a non-zero difference between 
believing someone should be back for the playoffs and 
knowing it for a fact. Keep an eye on this one, because 
Kadri’s a bigger part of that team’s mix than he sometimes 
gets credit for. 

Also, check out stat #5 for Dom’s attempt to figure out how 
many bad teams it would take to combine for one roster as 
good as the Avalanche, because the finally answer is 
absolutely wild. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Edmonton Oilers — Should we be worried about 
the Oilers? I mean that question in both ways it can be taken: 
Are we worried that they’re not very good, and are we 
worried if our team has to play them in the playoffs? I think 
the answer to both questions might somehow be yes. 

Let’s start with the first version. All the standard criticisms of 
the Oilers in the McDavid era still seem to apply. There’s not 
enough depth. The blueline isn’t good enough. The 
goaltending is bad, and they somehow let the deadline go by 
without improving it. They have two of the best offensive 
players on the planet and really, that’s about it. They can still 
beat anyone on any given night because it’s the NHL, but 
when they run into a real contender playing anywhere near 
the height of their game, you get what we had last Saturday 
when the Flames pumped nine goals past them. They’ll be 
lucky to win around. 

But no, I’d want no part of playing these guys in the playoffs, 
if only for the McDavid/Draisaitl factor. Sure, it’s hockey, and 
shutting down a superstar or two in the postseason shouldn’t 
be all that hard, given that open-field tackling is often 
allowed. But we have to acknowledge that this team has 
been pretty good under Jay Woodcroft, going 17-7-2. 
They’ve won four straight, and 10 of 13, and have largely 
locked in their playoff spot. 

Have all those wins been impressive? Absolutely not! On 
Friday, they went up 4-1 against the Blues, then coughed up 
the lead before winning 6-5 in overtime. Two points is two 
points, but there aren’t many 6-5 games in the playoffs, and 
we all know we’re supposed to say that grinding out 2-1 wins 
are better. It would be nice to see the Oilers have a few of 
those down the stretch, or at least some wins where the 
degree of difficulty isn’t as high as possible. Maybe last 
night’s win over the Ducks was a start. 

I’m still clinging to the idea that the Golden Knights will climb 
back into the Pacific mix. But unless that happens quickly — 

and probably even if it does — the Oilers are going to finish 
in second or third in the division, meaning their first-round 
matchup could be against a young Kings team that doesn’t 
feel like a major threat. (Get those playoff format hot takes 
ready.) The Oilers win that series, right? Then they face the 
Flames or Knights, and one of those is absolutely the right 
answer, and then who knows? Maybe McDavid goes 
supernova because he’s McDavid and Mike Smith plays 
great because goaltending makes no sense, and suddenly 
those three-goal leads start holding firm. 

Or maybe the Oilers crash and burn, again, like always, and 
the rest of us point and laugh and make up Connor McDavid 
trade demand fantasies rumors. That could happen too. But 
for now, they’re Schrodinger’s Contender — bad enough that 
the idea of them scaring anyone is laughable, as long as it’s 
not your team that has to play them. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

While neither team is in the running for a spot in the 
rankings, this moment still seems very on-brand for the 
bottom five section. 

(And yes, this has happened before: Craig Conroy did it 
against the Leafs in 2008.) 

5. Ottawa Senators (25-37-6, -39) — The four points from a 
weekend home-and-home with the Red Wings barely matter, 
as the Senators and their fans try to figure out what the 
future holds after a stunning week. For good or for bad, 
Eugene Melnyk was the most influential figure in the history 
of the team, and his death leaves the franchise in a state of 
uncertainty. Ian has deep dives into the Melnyk’s impact and 
what the future holds, and went into more detail on this 
week’s podcast. 

4. Philadelphia Flyers (21-36-11, -64) — The Flyers made 
headlines this weekend by sitting Keith Yandle, ending his 
record ironman streak at 989 games. We knew this day was 
probably coming, and there’s a strong case that it should 
have happened sooner. But now that the Flyers are well into 
a largely meaningless homestretch, you also wonder why 
they wouldn’t let the veteran ride out the season, or at least 
push the streak to 1,000. Either way, the door is now open 
for Phil Kessel to take the record next year, which we should 
all agree would be the absolute best. 

In other news, it seems like it’s not a great sign for where 
you’re at as a team when an opponent comes into your 
building, scores six times, wins by three, and their coach is 
mad at them for playing so badly. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (19-39-11, -85) — Saturday’s win in 
Tampa had a little bit of that “let’s go out and win one for the 
coach” vibe, which is always cool and probably one more 
sign that Martin St. Louis will be sticking around if he wants 
to. The St. Louis era has been an improvement, clearly. But 
more importantly, it’s been fun, and fans of a bad team 
deserve that down the stretch. 

Yes, the first green shoots of optimism are starting to sneak 
through the cracks in the concreate of a miserable season in 
Montreal… 
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2. Arizona Coyotes (22-42-5, -70) — The good news for the 
Coyotes: the Clayton Keller injury, which originally looked 
like it could be absolutely devastating, sounds like it won’t 
keep him out into next season or beyond. That’s a big relief 
for one of the few key pieces this team has, given how awful 
the moment looked. 

The bad news was this: 

That’s Jay Beagle tuning up Troy Terry late in a 5-0 game, 
and that’s Tyson Nash singing his praises for standing up to 
these kids today who insist on filling our noble game with all 
this awful “skill”. The clip pretty much speaks for itself, and 
for a league that still loves the idea that you can get punched 
in the face for being so good that it hurts someone’s feelings. 

Spare me the “Terry picked a fight with the wrong guy” 
nonsense. Beagle looks for his spot to get a shot in on 
Zegras for the lacrosse goal, and when a skilled guy comes 
in with a shove he drops the gloves and wails on him. It was 
message-sending time, and Nash knew it, which is why did 
his job and immediately explained what was happening, 
albeit with a whole lot of editorializing that he’s rightly being 
ripped for. (With a few days to reflect, it’s fair to say Nash is 
not backing down.) I don’t think Beagle did anything here that 
plenty of other players wouldn’t do, but that’s the problem. 

Here was Zegras after the game. 

This isn’t the same as yesterday’s situation with P.K. Subban 
jumping Oliver Wahlstrom after his hit on Jack Hughes, 
although that certainly wasn’t a good look either. It’s one 
thing to retaliate because somebody hurt your star player; it’s 
another to do it because they hurt your feelings. 

We’ve got more skill in this league than ever before, and 
many of those players are young enough that they’re going 
to get even better. The NHL apparently has to figure out if 
that’s a good thing or not. Wouldn’t want any of these depth 
guys and bad teams to have their egos hurt, after all. 

I understand that this is a big part of NHL culture, as players 
themselves love to remind us. I’ll never understand why it 
has to be that way. 

1. Seattle Kraken (22-41-6, -61) — Ryan had an interesting 
piece on the Kraken’s ticket prices (very high) compared to 

their level of play (not so high), and how that might all shake 
out for an expansion team still trying to build a fan base. 

Also, on this week’s podcast I learned that there’s a local 
landmark in Seattle called the Gum Wall and it’s located on a 
street called Post Alley. How are we not already using this as 
a nickname for a Kraken goalie? Philipp Grubauer or Chris 
Driedger, either would be fine, but if neither volunteers by 
next week we’re picking one. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — They’ve been decent lately, 
winning seven of 12 and giving the Panthers a game 
yesterday, all of which gives them some clearance from 
another bottom five spot. Not a ton, mind you; it wouldn’t 
take much of a slump to drop them back down to familiar 
territory. But for now, there seems to be some cautious but 
genuine optimism building in Buffalo, and that’s a good thing 
for a fan base that’s spent a decade in the gutter. 

So, why stick the Sabres in this section this week? Because 
we need to talk about Rick Jeanneret, and how much he 
rules. 

That package was so great. And it was matched by Friday’s 
ceremony honoring the longtime announcer, who’ll be 
hanging them up at the end of this year. The whole thing was 
pretty much perfect, from the first packed house of the 
season to the team photo afterward. 

You’ll hear the phrase “often imitated, never duplicated” 
thrown around a lot in the media world, but in Jeanneret’s 
case it was literally true, as a generation of broadcasters 
tried to mimic his unique style. That wasn’t a good thing, 
because most couldn’t come close to pulling it off, but it just 
reinforced how good he was. Everyone else sounds like 
they’re forcing in catchphrases they’ve rehearsed in front of a 
bathroom mirror, while Jeanneret always seemed to be 
finding the perfect words for a moment he was experiencing 
along with you. 

It’s been a long time since we’ve been able to look at the 
Sabres and say they did something just about perfectly, but 
that was the case this weekend. Great work by all involved, 
including and maybe especially the loudest crown we’ve 
seen in Buffalo in a long time. To Jeanneret himself, thanks 
for being the perfect soundtrack to decades of hockey 
memories. 
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Metropolitan leader Carolina and Buffalo meet 

Carolina Hurricanes (45-16-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Buffalo Sabres (25-34-11, sixth in the Atlantic) 

Buffalo, New York; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes face Buffalo Sabres. 

The Sabres are 11-19-10 in conference play. Buffalo is ninth 
in the Eastern Conference with 29.8 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.7 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 24-11-6 in Eastern Conference play. 
Carolina is third in the Eastern Conference averaging 5.8 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on Dec. 4, Carolina won 6-2. Teuvo 
Teravainen scored a team-high two goals for the Hurricanes 
in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tage Thompson leads the Sabres with 
54 points, scoring 31 goals and collecting 23 assists. Jeff 
Skinner has five goals and four assists over the last 10 
games for Buffalo. 

DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes with a plus-27 in 51 games 
this season. Teravainen has 10 points over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Sabres: 5-2-3, averaging three goals, 5.2 
assists, 2.1 penalties and 4.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.4 goals per game with an .887 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 4-3-3, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.8 assists, 4.2 
penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while allowing 2.2 goals 
per game with a .916 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Sabres: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (lower-body), Ethan 
Bear: day to day (lower-body). 
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About Last Night: ¯\_(ツ)_/¯  

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes opened up the month of April at 
home against a good Minnesota Wild team, falling 3-1 in a 
game where Marc-Andre Fleury did Marc-Andre Fleury 
things.  

The Canes outshot and out-chanced Minnesota in the loss, 
something that has been a common occurrence for Carolina 
recently, but just didn’t have the scoring touch to finish off 
chances.  

The Wild scored one goal in each of the three periods to 
grow a 3-0 lead, as a Teuvo Teravainen tally late for the 
Hurricanes was a slight consolation on the final score line.  

About last night: 

Tip Your Cap 

Sometimes the Hall of Fame-bound goalie plays like a Hall of 
Fame-bound goalie.  

Fleury was exceptional between the pipes for Minnesota 
Saturday night, turning away 37 of 38 shots faced while 
turning 2.64 expected goals against into just one actual goal 
against. He was perfect against the Canes’ mid- and low-
danger scoring chances, stopping seven mid-danger 
opportunities and 23 high-danger ones.  

He limited rebounds, allowing just two rebound chances 
against, and he frankly won the game for a Minnesota team 
that capitalized on its chances in a way that the Hurricanes 
couldn’t.  

“I thought he was a great goalie,” said Ian Cole. “There’s a 
reason why he’s going to be a Hall of Famer. He’s supremely 
athletic. He makes saves that no, or very few, goalies can 
make. We saw some of those tonight...Tip your hat to 
[Fleury], he did a fantastic job.” 

And while Fleury was exceptional, the Hurricanes certainly 
could have done more to challenge him. The Canes took a 
lot of soft shots from the outside, struggling to get much in 
the way of traffic in front of Fleury.  

A few special teams lapses later, the Hurricanes were down 
in the game and couldn’t claw back out.  

But still, a lot of it has to do with what Fleury did between the 
pipes. The Hurricanes had a couple of grade-A looks that 
Fleury showed out for, and it really was the difference 
between the result that happened and what could have been 
a much tighter game.  

“He got them two points, that’s for sure,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour.  

Teuvo Teravainen Toughness 

A positive note from the night for the Canes was the 
toughness shown from Teravainen, who took a puck to the 
face early in the second period and returned in the third with 
a gruesome cut above his lip.  

And not only did Teravainen return to the ice, he also got 
himself in front of Minnesota’s net and scored the 
Hurricanes’ only goal of the night.  

There’s an edge to Teravainen’s game that I think a lot of 
fans, especially non-Canes fans, don’t quite know is there. 
He’s so soft spoken that it’s hard to imagine that level of grit 
in him, but Teravainen is capable of throwing his body 
around and being physical at times.  

He also showed a hockey player-level of toughness that the 
common man can’t really fathom Saturday night.  

“That’s the standard that our team plays to,” Cole said. “He 
got his lip cut in half there. So coming back out and scoring 
was huge there. It gave a little life to us. It gave us a chance 
to come back. Obviously we couldn’t complete it, but kudos 
to him for being as tough as he is.” 

As for his thoughts on Teravainen’s toughness, Brind’Amour 
had a nice comparison. 

“He’s sneaky,” Brind’Amour said. “He doesn’t really want you 
to think that. He reminds me a little bit of Ray Whitney in the 
way that they always pretend they’re something else, but 
deep down he’s a really competitive guy.” 

Looking Ahead 

March was a gauntlet for the Canes, but April looks like it 
may be a tad bit easier.  

While the schedule is still compacted and busy, the quality of 
competition isn’t quite what it was last month.  

While Minnesota is a very, very good team, the next stretch 
looks a bit different. Five of Carolina’s next seven games are 
against teams not currently in playoff spots, starting with a 
pair of games against Buffalo.  

In total, 10 of Carolina’s final 13 games of the season are 
against teams not in the playoffs right now. The only 
exceptions are two games against the Rangers and one 
against the Avalanche.  

The Canes still need to play good hockey and keep the ball 
rolling into the postseason, but the sailing may get smoother.  
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Wolves’ fierce rally dimmed by Stars 

Moments after the Chicago Wolves finished erasing a three-
goal deficit, the Texas Stars posted a shorthanded goal and 
an empty-netter to claim a 5-3 victory Sunday afternoon at 
Allstate Arena. 

Forward CJ Smith scored twice and forward Stefan Noesen 
added his league-leading 38th goal for the Wolves (41-13-5-
5), who now must wait until Wednesday for their next chance 
to clinch a first-round bye in the Calder Cup Playoffs. 

Noesen’s goal knotted the score with 3:34 left and the 
Wolves earned a power-play chance moments later, but 
Texas’ Ty Dellandrea swiped a pass at center ice and took it 
in for a shorthanded goal with 2:15 to go. 

“Just small details that win you the games and lose you the 
games,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Small 
detail on our breakout route and we can’t make a play and 
they pick it off. I thought the resolve we had to come back 
was good. We know we can come back no matter what the 
deficit is, but it’s a learning experience of small details.” 

For the first time in eight games, the Wolves did not produce 
the game’s opening goal. Texas’ Fredrik Karlstrom scored at 
11:19 of the first as Oskar Back whipped a shot off the end 
wall and Karlstrom took advantage of a friendly bounce to 
knock home the rebound. 

The Stars (27-24-6-5) took advantage of a Wolves major 
penalty to add two power-play goals in a 22-second span 
late in the first period. Riley Damiani scored on a rebound 
during a 5-on-3 at 18:43, then Back scored a conventional 
power-play goal to make it 3-0 at 19:05 of the first. 

Smith launched the Wolves’ comeback at 3:21 of the second. 
Andrew Poturalski tracked down a rebound and slid a 
backhand pass that Noesen tipped to Smith along the goal 

line to goaltender Matt Jurusik’s left. Smith zipped a shot 
through the tiny open space between Jurusik’s skates to cut 
the deficit to 3-1 with his 21st goal of the year. 

Smith delivered again with 2.3 seconds left in the second to 
make it 3-2. With the Wolves enjoying a 5-on-3 advantage, 
Noesen and Poturalski moved the puck swiftly to Smith in the 
slot. His first shot was blocked, but he dug the puck out of a 
Texas defender’s skates and roofed a backhand over 
Jurusik’s shoulder. 

The Wolves completed their rally with 3:34 to go in 
regulation. Defenseman Chris Bigras collected a pass from 
Smith and used the inside of his right foot to kick it to Noesen 
in the slot. Noesen blasted a one-timer into the top corner to 
give the Wolves a 3-3 knot. 

Shortly thereafter, Dellandrea swiped a pass at center ice 
and launched a 2-on-0 breakaway. Wolves goaltender Jack 
LaFontaine got a good chunk of Dellandrea’s shot, but it 
trickled through for the go-ahead shorthanded goal. 
Defenseman Joseph Cecconi added an empty-netter from 
deep in the defensive zone with 31 seconds left to clinch 
Texas’ second win in eight tries this season against the 
Wolves. 

LaFontaine (2-2-4) finished with a career-high 34 saves while 
Jurusik (10-6-4) stopped 29 shots to pick up Texas’ fifth win 
in a row. 

The Wolves’ five-game homestand continues with a rematch 
against Texas at 11 a.m. Wednesday. On Saturday, Chicago 
hosts Manitoba at 7 p.m. and the first 1,500 fans receive a 
Wolves Goalie Mask Bank courtesy of My50 Chicago. On 
Sunday, Chicago faces Cleveland on Wizards Day. To find 
the best ticket specials, email a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3211555/2022/04/04/carolina-hurricanes-unc-duke-antti-raanta-loose-pucks/ 

https://theathletic.com/3227394/2022/04/04/there-are-somehow-no-favorites-in-the-east-plus-the-zegras-stuff-a-flames-slump-some-oilers-question-
and-more/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-teuvo-teravainen-tage-thompson-jeff-skinner-38a2c8d387f5411fb4a18c4ee52b21b8 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/3/23008699/about-last-night 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/03/wolves-fierce-rally-dimmed-by-stars/ 
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Mike Harrington: Learning curve remains high when Sabres meet Florida 

 

Mike Harrington  

 

The Buffalo Sabres have played the Florida Panthers three times this 
season and have been torched for 18 goals. In a trio of second periods 
against them, they have been outscored, 10-1. And they're far from alone 
in that kind of futility against the NHL's biggest offensive juggernaut. 

At least during the regular season of 2021-22, the Panthers have 
become a litmus test of how far the Sabres have to go in the Atlantic 
Division. We'll see if that carries over to the playoffs, where the 
experience and guile of two-time defending champion Tampa Bay and 
Boston have taken those teams much farther than the Panthers. 

Buffalo's season struggles against Florida started with a 7-4 defeat down 
south in December that saw the Sabres fritter away a 3-0 lead, and were 
accentuated by a 6-1 drubbing here in March. It looked more of the same 
Sunday as the Panthers erupted for three goals in a span of five minutes 
over the second and third periods to take charge of what was a 1-1 
game. 

"They've got a real skilled team and the margin for error is really, really 
small. It's pretty much zero," Sabres winger Jeff Skinner said after 
Sunday's 5-3 loss in KeyBank Center. "They've got finishers on every line 
up front. That's why I say the margin for error is really small because you 
make one mistake, it doesn't matter who's out there for them, and they're 
gonna make you pay." 

Full marks to the Sabres to turn a 4-1 deficit into a 4-3 game midway 
through the third period thanks to a pair of power-play goals. The Sabres 
even had one primo chance to tie the game but Panthers goalie Spencer 
Knight stopped Victor Olofsson on a slapper from the right circle. 

Florida put the game away when gifted a 5-on-3 advantage in the final 
two minutes off an extremely weak hooking call on Mattias Samuelsson. 
It only took 21 seconds for Mackenzie Weegar to blast the game's final 
goal past Dustin Tokarski and send a good chunk of the announced 
crowd of 11,787 – third-largest of the season – to the exits prior to the 
horn. 

Coming back from four down last week in Chicago was obviously 
impressive, but the Blackhawks just aren't any good seven years after 
their last Stanley Cup and do not have an NHL-caliber goaltender left 
after they traded Marc-Andre Fleury. Coming back from three down in the 
third against Florida would have been another level entirely for the 
Sabres, whose defense corps struggled mightily over the final two 
periods of this one. 

After getting torched for 22 shots on goal in the middle period, coach Don 
Granato said he told his team he was happy the second period of the 
game wasn't the last one and they should be, too. 

"We just in the entirety of the game, couldn't get the emotional energy," 
said Granato. "It was low. I give our guys credit for trying to find it and 
fight. But we just didn't have that jump, that zip that we've had." 

The Sabres' energy tanks were low after the emotional celebration for 
broadcaster Rick Jeanneret on Friday night but it was good to see them 
summon a second wind in the third period. After their last big win, the 
March 13 Heritage Classic, Buffalo completely laid an egg in its next 
outing in Edmonton. That didn't happen here Sunday. 

"We were fighting ourselves more than anything they did," Granato said. 
"Although I don't discredit they're a great hockey team. They've proven 
that. But it was a lot more we didn't do. I don't think they forced us into 
anything." 

Sunday's win clinched a playoff berth for the Panthers, who will be going 
to the postseason for a third straight year for the first time in their history, 
which dates to 1993. While the Sabres have the NHL's longest playoff 
drought (since 2011), it's the Panthers who have the longest drought 
without a postseason series victory. 

Florida hasn't won a playoff series since beating Pittsburgh in the 1996 
Eastern Conference final to earn a spot opposite Colorado in their only 
Stanley Cup final. After getting swept in that series, Florida qualified for 
the playoffs only three times in the next 21 years. 

So the Panthers know a thing or two about droughts. And their lack of 
postseason success might be the No. 1 reason to pick against them 
come May and June. But look at the offensive talent they have. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, whose 73 assists are an NHL record for a left 
wing, scored a goal for his franchise-record 97th point. Anthony Duclair 
scored twice to push his total to 28. Top center Aleksander Barkov has 
33 goals and 70 points. Sam Bennett has 26 goals and old friend Sam 
Reinhart has 24. They just added Claude Giroux from Philadelphia, too. 

What's starting to happen in Florida is what you want to see the Sabres 
build. You can never predict a Stanley Cup because there's too many 
variables to get there. But you want to be in the mix every year. Think of 
how the Washington Capitals have won just one Cup with Alex Ovechkin 
(in 2018) but have been in the playoffs all but one year since 2008. 

"There's a reason why they're averaging more than four goals a game," 
Kyle Okposo said of the Panthers. "Best offensive team in the league, 
and they have good players over there. You just have to give them an 
inch and they'll take it. So we just got a little loose there in a second. And 
they took advantage." 

It's obviously encouraging to see how the Sabres have progressed 
against a difficult schedule. Sunday's loss was just their second 
regulation fail since March 1 (7-2-3) and Buffalo entered the day fifth in 
the NHL in points percentage since that date at .700. But here's some 
overall reality for you: The Sabres are 41 points behind the Panthers 
after the defeat and came into the day 23 points behind Washington for 
the final playoff position. 

The road remains long. And their next five games? A home-and-home 
with Carolina, and roadies at Florida, Tampa Bay and Toronto. Oof. 

"As a young group that's trying to build something here, these are 
important games for us," Okposo said. "I'm looking forward to seeing how 
we come out and how we play. ... As a young group, you want to keep 
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pushing. You want to keep trying to win these games, because these are 
the games that playoff teams win." 
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Observations: Kyle Okposo, Jeff Skinner deliver, but Sabres' point streak 
ends 

 

Lance Lysowski  

 

There was not a sold-out crowd inside KeyBank Center to encourage the 
Buffalo Sabres to mount a comeback against the Florida Panthers’ elite 
lineup. 

Energy had to be summoned in other ways, a significant adjustment for 
the young Sabres less than 48 hours after 19,070 fans filled the arena to 
celebrate the 51-year broadcasting career of franchise legend Rick 
Jeanneret. 

The challenge increased in difficulty after a second period in which the 
Sabres allowed three goals against a Stanley Cup contender that entered 
the game having scored 20 more times than any other team in the NHL. 

Slowly, the Sabres pushed back, even after their deficit grew to three. It 
was Jeff Skinner who delivered in a big way, scoring his 28th goal of the 
season before helping Buffalo trim the deficit to one with a highlight-reel 
assist. And even though the game ended with a 5-3 win for Florida to halt 
Buffalo’s point streak at eight, this was another example of how much 
has changed for the franchise since Don Granato took over as coach last 
March. 

In addition to Skinner adding to his season total, Kyle Okposo scored the 
game’s opening goal by redirecting Mattias Samuelsson’s shot past 
goalie Spencer Knight in the first period. Okposo, a 34-year-old winger, 
has 18 goals after totaling only 11 the previous two seasons. 

“Their daily routine, their habits, their work ethic, they’re dialed in,” 
Granato said of Skinner and Okposo. “I mean, they’re very committed to 
their game, and they walk in this building every day with a sense of 
obligation. I see that as a coach. They are professionals. We saw that as 
a coaching staff and you do whatever you can as a coaching staff to help 
those guys, whatever you can.” 

Tage Thompson added to his remarkable résumé by scoring his 31st 
goal of the season to cut the deficit to 4-3 on the assist by Skinner with 
9:41 remaining in regulation. Thompson, 24, has 35 points in 35 games 
at home, tied for fifth in the league this season. He hadn’t played center 
in the league before making the switch during training camp in October. 

But the young, inexperienced Sabres needed a jolt from puck drop. 
Okposo provided one with help from Samuelsson. With Panthers 
defenseman Radko Gudas pushing Okposo in the back, Samuelsson 
shot the puck where only the Buffalo winger could reach it. Okposo 
extended his stick to his right to redirect the puck for a 1-0 lead late in the 
first period. 

Okposo is on track to reach the 20-goal milestone for the first time since 
he totaled 22 with the New York Islanders in 2015-16. Since Granato 
took over as coach last March, Okposo has 20 goals and 50 points in his 
76 games in the Sabres’ lineup. He has five points in his last five games 
despite receiving a heavy dose of defensive zone starts since rejoining 
Zemgus Girgensons and Cody Eakin on a line on March 17. 

“He’s our leader and he’s been around a long time,” Skinner said of 
Okposo. “He’s having a great year. I think, obviously, we have a lot of 
young guys, for them to have that as an example, me personally, I’ve 
been around long enough to know what veteran guys can bring to teams. 

He’s one of those guys that brings a lot. … He made some big plays at 
key times.” 

The second period was one of the Sabres’ worst 20-minute stretches 
since a 6-1 loss to Edmonton on March 17. They were outshot 22-8 and 
allowed three goals as the Panthers roared back from the early deficit to 
take a 3-1 lead into the third period. 

Anthony Duclair scored twice for Florida (48-15-6), which clinched a 
playoff spot with the victory. The Panthers also received goals from 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Anton Lundell and Mackenzie Weegar. 

The difference early was Jacob Bryson losing his edge in the defensive 
zone, leading to a turnover that resulted in Huberdeau tying the score at 
6:18 into the second period. The Sabres then surrendered two goals in a 
span of 1:05, capped by Duclair’s short side shot from the right circle 
over goalie Dustin Tokarski’s glove to make it 3-1. 

The Sabres overcomplicated the game for themselves while trying to 
conjure the energy to fend off the prolific Panthers. But after Florida took 
a 4-1 lead only 57 seconds into the third period, Skinner injected energy 
into the club. 

Buffalo’s comeback attempt began at 8:25 into the third period with 
Skinner scoring on the power play during a scramble around the crease. 
Less than two minutes later, he made an impressive between-the-legs 
pass to set up Thompson’s goal. Skinner has his sixth career 50-point 
season – he totaled only 16 goals and 26 points in his 84 games under 
former coach Ralph Krueger – and remains a catalyst for the Sabres’ 
offense. 

“Obviously, I liked our response in the third,” said Okposo. “It was an 
emotional game Friday. A very emotional game. The last time we had 
one of those, we went out to Edmonton and laid an egg, and I thought 
tonight we did a good job of coming out and being ready to play. With a 
young team, that’s not an easy thing to do.” 

The Sabres almost tied the score with Victor Olofsson’s one-timer from 
the right circle late in the third period, but they were called for two minor 
penalties in a span of 62 seconds in the final three minutes of regulation. 
Weegar secured the win and playoff berth with his goal to make it 5-3. 

Buffalo (25-34-11) lost in regulation for only the second time in 12 games 
and it inched closer to officially extending its playoff drought to a league-
record 11 seasons. But in addition to development of young players 
under Granato, veterans like Skinner and Okposo have provided 
consistent offense. The Sabres will need both in the final 12 games of 
this season and when they begin Year 2 under Granato next fall. 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Momentum shift 

The Sabres were still in control of the game when Knight stopped Vinnie 
Hinostroza on a breakaway five minutes into the second period. 
Huberdeau scored less than a minute later, beginning the Panthers’ 
surge. Florida finished with 40 shots on goal and would have added to 
the lead had it not been for the goaltending of Tokarski. 

2. Clinch 

With the Panthers’ win, former Sabres forward Sam Reinhart clinched his 
first career playoff berth in his seventh full NHL season. Reinhart had 
zero points and two shots on goal in 20:31 of ice time Sunday. 

3. Rebounding 

Mittelstadt’s strong play continued Sunday, as the 23-year-old center 
used his speed, patience and passing to create opportunities for his 
linemates. He also came close to scoring the opening goal with a shot 
from the left circle that Knight steered away at 12:59 into the game. 

4. Around the boards 

Defenseman Colin Miller cleared Covid protocol and will skate on his own 
before rejoining the Sabres for practice. Will Butcher, Anders Bjork and 
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John Hayden also were healthy scratches Sunday. … … This was 
Panthers defenseman Robert Hagg’s first game back in Buffalo since he 
was traded by the Sabres to Florida last month. … Alex Tuch recorded 
his 100th career assist on Skinner’s goal. 

5. Next 

The Sabres will host the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday at 7 p.m., 
before the club embarks on a four-game road trip to Carolina, Florida, 
Tampa Bay and Toronto. 
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Mike Harrington's NHL power rankings 

 

Through Friday's games. Last week's rankings in parentheses. 

1. Colorado Avalanche. First in the league to 100 points. (1) 

2. Florida Panthers. In town for Sunday matinee, will meet Sabres twice 
in six days. (2) 

3. Carolina Hurricanes.  Sabres open rugged home-and-home with them 
here Tuesday. (3) 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning. Playoff preview vs. Leafs on Monday night? (9) 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs. Matthews gets to 50, eyes franchise's first 60-
goal season. (8) 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins. Home-and-home with Avs opened late Saturday 
night in Denver. (6) 

7. New York Rangers. Only one goal in last two meetings with Islanders. 
(5) 

8. Boston Bruins. Points to be taken in road back-to-back at Columbus 
and Detroit starting Monday. (7) 

9. Calgary Flames. Plus-69 goal differential bodes well for playoffs. (4) 

10. Minnesota Wild.  Now second in Central with just one regulation loss 
in last 10. (10) 

11. St. Louis Blues. Ten OT/SO losses hurting them in Central standings. 
(11) 

12. Washington Capitals. Getting locked into East's second wild-card. 
(12) 

13. Edmonton Oilers.  McDavid burns Blues in OT. (15) 

14. Nashville Predators. Walked into first-period hornet's next here 
Friday. (13) 

15. Los Angeles Kings.  Strong shootout win in Calgary. (14) 

16. Dallas Stars. All the playoff math working in their favor. (16) 

17. Vegas Golden Knights. Eichel's two-goal night in Seattle gives him 
nine in 22 games. (18) 

18. Winnipeg Jets. Wheeler's winner here is not what shootout is 
supposed to be. (17) 

19. New York Islanders. Three straight wins, topped by shutout of 
Rangers in MSG. (21) 

20. Vancouver Canucks.  Boudreau's club will fall short of playoffs. (19) 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets.  Injury ends subpar season for Korpisalo. 
(20) 

22. San Jose Sharks. Meier gets to 30 goals. (22) 

23. Buffalo Sabres. RJ Night was simply top shelf entertainment. (26) 

24. Anaheim Ducks. Snapped 0-8-3 slide with blanking of Coyotes. (23) 

25. Detroit Red Wings.  Blashill's time as coach feels like it's up. (24) 

26. Chicago Blackhawks. Toews plays 1,000th game in shutout loss at 
Florida. (25) 

27. Ottawa Senators. RIP, owner Eugene Melnyk. (28) 

28. Philadelphia Flyers. Atkinson is team's first to 50 points. (27) 

29. New Jersey Devils. An 8-1 pounding in Boston shows Lindy may not 
survive. (29) 

30. Seattle Kraken. Blanked five straight periods by Vegas before finally 
scoring. (30) 

31. Arizona Coyotes. Keller out 4-6 months after gruesome leg injury. 
(31) 

32. Montreal Canadiens. Early St. Louis bump has cooled considerably. 
(32) 
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As Hochul struck a deal for Buffalo Bills, 'so they stay' was front of mind 

 

Kathy Hochul’s first substantive conversation about building a stadium for 
the Buffalo Bills in Western New York happened before she was 
governor. 

Shortly after she learned that then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo was resigning 
amid allegations of sexual harassment, Hochul, who as lieutenant 
governor was next in line to become New York’s chief executive, met 
with Bills co-owner Kim Pegula. 

At that time, stadium negotiations among New York, Erie County and the 
Bills were stuck between stalled and silent. 

“I started the conversations very early to let them know, ‘We need to 
work out a deal,’ so they stay,” Hochul told The Buffalo News last week 
during a 20-minute interview describing how the state, county and team 
reached an agreement. 

“So they stay” is the essential phrase that explains why New York state 
and Erie County agreed to spend $850 million on construction costs, 
while Kim and Terry Pegula and the National Football League pitch in 
$550 million to build the $1.4 billion stadium. 

It’s not merely to satiate billionaire owners. The justification is rooted in a 
fact that has been understood for decades: The Bills, which are 
described in a legal document summarizing the deal as an “extraordinary 
and unique” property in Western New York, could have moved. 

Now, Hochul and Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz are planning to 
spend big to keep those owners – and their team – in place. 

If the stadium deal proposed last week is approved by legislators both in 
Albany and Erie County, the Bills won’t move without paying an 
astronomical penalty. 

In October, Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones explained why it was 
imperative for a deal to be worked out. 

“You’ve got great owners that are involved here,” Jones said about the 
Pegulas, who have hired his hospitality and consulting company, 
Legends Global, to work on the Bills stadium project. “They’re probably 
the most vested owners that I’ve seen on what’s good for Buffalo and 
what’s good for, frankly, the state of New York. It’s a great opportunity to 
have the Pegulas to basically continue to make their investment in that 
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area and really give Western New York, as well as the people of Buffalo, 
a great national and international visibility with that new stadium.” 

Is it? 

Sports economists who have studied the economic impact of stadiums 
say no. In a September story in The News, Roger Noll, a Stanford 
economist who has analyzed stadium impacts for decades, said they 
“create an economic black hole” because the money spent on a football 
team often isn’t recirculated in the community. 

Andrew Zimbalist, a sports economist at Smith College, explained it this 
way: Spending a few hundred dollars at a fancy Buffalo restaurant likely 
affects the Western New York economy more directly than spending the 
same amount at a Bills game. At the restaurant, he explained, that 
money would benefit the servers, cooks and owner. 

“It's much more likely it would stay in Buffalo and get recirculated and re-
spent in Buffalo,” he said. 

Money spent at an NFL game recirculates, too – but largely among 
millionaire players and billionaire owners who spend comparatively little 
of that money locally. 

While NFL players earn high six-figure and, often, seven-figure salaries, 
most of their take-home pay isn't being spent or invested in Western New 
York, nor do many of them live here year-round. Like lawyers, doctors, 
accountants and business executives, they may drive a fancier car or buy 
a nicer home than most people. But they likely aren't buying more 
groceries, and most aren't starting businesses and employing people, 
either. 

The owners do share – with each other – a major reason why the Bills 
have been viable in Buffalo, the league’s second-smallest market. 

The Bills, which are in the NFL’s bottom quartile for revenue generation, 
received $309.2 million last year through the league’s revenue-sharing 
program. 

Bills Patriots playoffs fourth (copy) (copy) 

Some fans say Buffalo and New York have higher priorities for the 
taxpayer money that would help pay for a new stadium for the Buffalo 
Bills, such as education and job training, replacing aging roads and 
bridges or fighting structural racism. 

Revenue sharing and the league’s salary cap, which allows both bigger- 
and smaller-market franchises to compete for star players, are the 
reasons why the Bills are positioned to be an annual Super Bowl 
contender, said Marc Ganis, a Chicago-based sports consultant who has 
worked with most NFL teams. 

“Without those two, the Buffalo Bills could not field a competitive 
franchise,” Ganis said. 

In an October interview, Ganis also described a scenario that, as it turns 
out, drove the negotiation process. 

“If the public sector doesn’t step up, there may be some issues down the 
road that no one really should even want to talk about,” he said. “That’s a 
reflection of the fact that there isn’t the size of a market and a corporate 
base that is compelling for Buffalo to have an NFL team.” 

A Buffalo News analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data found that the 
Western New York market ranks in the NFL’s bottom five in population, 
median household income and corporate base, which we defined as 
companies with 100 or more employees. 

“The best thing that Buffalo has going for them about having an NFL 
team in the future is they have one today,” Ganis said. “I couldn’t 
emphasize strongly enough: Don’t lose what you’ve got.” 

While there’s no indication the Bills overtly threatened to move, or even 
seriously considered the option during the lease negotiations, the threat 
has loomed for decades. 

Until this deal is locked in place with legislative approval, it still looms. 

In multiple interviews with The News, Hochul brought up the prospect, at 
one point noting that she sometimes lay awake at night thinking about it. 

Poloncarz brought up the possibility of relocation, too, including in a 
statement to The News a few weeks before the deal was announced: 

“In today’s modern NFL, there is no guarantee a team will stay in its 
home city no matter how long they were located there,” he said. “If you 
don’t believe me, ask the people of St. Louis, San Diego and Oakland 
about ‘their’ teams. I do not, and I certainly believe the people of Western 
New York do not, want Buffalo to join that list of cities.” 

It’s easy to find reasons to shoot down any city that could be a landing 
spot for the Bills. You could say Austin is too close to Dallas, or argue 
that San Diego and St. Louis already lost teams. But then you could also 
point to Buffalo and say two words that are difficult to refute: 

Too small. 

“That was a decision that they made and I give them credit for working so 
hard and getting it done,” Las Vegas Raiders owner Mark Davis told The 
News last week about the state, county and Pegulas striking a deal to 
keep the Bills in Western New York, two years after he moved his 
franchise from Oakland for the second time in its storied history. “I give 
credit to Hochul for being aggressive and coming in and saying, ‘Yeah, 
we understand what the NFL means to our community and we’re going to 
invest in it.’ ” 

The Pegulas, who will not own the new stadium but lease it from the 
state, are contributing at least $350 million toward construction and are 
responsible for any cost overruns. Their fellow NFL owners are kicking in 
another $200 million through a league loan program, $150 million of 
which is “forgivable,” repaid through the visiting teams’ share of Bills 
ticket revenue over 25 years. 

The Pegulas have a right to negotiate “alternate arrangements” with 
other parties if all necessary documents and approvals for the financing 
deal with the state and county are not completed by Sept. 1. 

You can find numbers that justify the government putting money toward a 
stadium. 

The easiest is tax revenue: The Bills generate about $20 million a year in 
state income taxes, a number that will rise significantly over the next few 
decades as the NFL’s salary cap rises. Combine that with some other 
taxes, such as gas and hotel, and Hochul’s staff calculated that the 
government investment is paid off after 22 years. 

Another take: While the $850 million in public money is a record-breaking 
dollar total, the percentage of the contribution – about 60% – is lower 
than 10 NFL stadium deals since 1998. 

You also needn’t look far to find any number of critics, from economists 
to elected officials, who contend that money is better invested in 
something other than a stadium destined to sit largely empty for about 
350 days each year. But Noll, who is among the leading economists 
pointing out the fallacy of calling football stadiums economic drivers, said 
he sees another justification. It’s just not a financial one, and you're 
unlikely to see it justified by economic studies. 

“This is sort of like a city deciding to have a nice city park or a nice 
library, and all kinds of other cultural events that don’t pay for themselves 
– a ballet, or a symphony orchestra,” Noll said. “These are amenities that 
make life better. If you’re willing to pay the price, then there’s nothing 
wrong with saying, ‘OK, we’ll subsidize it, we’ll do it’ – knowing full well 
that’s what we’re doing.” 

Ultimately, it’s a choice. 

“You have to ask yourself, ‘Is it worth it to have an NFL team?’ ” said 
Larry Quinn, a developer-turned-sports executive who oversaw the 
construction of KeyBank Center in the 1990s. 
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Quinn later became the president and a minority partner in the Buffalo 
Sabres under Tom Golisano, who ultimately sold the National Hockey 
League team to the Pegulas. 

Quinn shared his perspective on public money to help build a new 
stadium during an interview last summer. 

“It’s not for the Pegulas,” he said. “They happen to be the owner now. 
Maybe they won’t be the owner 10 years from now. I can’t predict 
whether somebody would move them or not, but I think you really want to 
look at this as a way of ensuring the Bills being here.” 

To accomplish that, he added, the Bills need “an NFL stadium that allows 
you to play in that game. They need to have a modern facility to keep 
pace with a league that is the biggest in the world. It’s really that simple.” 
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Cory Schneider wasn't sure he'd 'ever get another opportunity' before 
Islanders start 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

Cory Schneider’s son, recently, has become obsessed with the NHL. 
And, not old enough to have a strong memory of his father’s career, he’s 
started asking Schneider when he’ll get to play with the Islanders.  

“It’s kinda like, well buddy, you gotta wait your turn and just keep working 
hard,” Schneider said, smiling, after his first NHL game in more than two 
years.  

Schneider, in recent years, has dealt with hip surgery, struggles that 
ended his time with the Devils, and what looked like an unofficial end to 
his NHL career. When the Islanders signed him to a one-year deal, it 
seemed as though he was destined to play the entire season in AHL 
Bridgeport, coming up as a backup on occasion, but never actually 
getting in the lineup.  

But on Sunday, with Ilya Sorokin hurt, Schneider got his chance and took 
it, notching 27 saves in a 4-3 win for the Islanders over the Devils, in a 
building he used to call his own.  

“I don’t know if it’s fate or coincidence, but I was just grateful for the 
opportunity,” Schneider said. “You just don’t know after last year, you’re 
not sure where your future is in your career at that point and if you’ll ever 
get another opportunity.”  

Schneider’s family watched on, able to come as they live nearby, and he 
brought up the topic of his nephew, who passed away in a house fire a 
year ago.  

“I’d like to think he was here tonight helping me out, cause I had a few 
bounces, a few breaks that went my way,” Schneider said. “I know he 
would’ve loved to be here.”  

Islanders coach Barry Trotz had told Schneider he’d be in net on 
Saturday, after Semyon Varlamov played both ends of a preceding back-
to-back. He tried to keep to the same routine that helped him start 311 
NHL games previously, but he admitted the moment was nerve-wracking, 
like playing his first game all over again.  

Trotz, and Schneider’s teammates, were ecstatic for him.  

“Really happy for Schneids,” Trotz said, unprompted, before the question 
could be asked. “Really happy.”  

The Islanders made life easy for Schneider in the first two periods, 
holding the Devils without many high-danger chances. But he had to fend 
off a push in the third, when the Devils pulled within a goal twice, 
including in the game’s final minute.  

“I think for him, he probably wanted a little bit of redemption, if you will,” 
Trotz said, “cause he’s gone through some injuries, rehab. All the stuff 
that people don’t realize that players go through that can derail your 
confidence, can derail your career, all that.”  

But at about 7 p.m. Sunday, Schneider was smiling, standing in front of 
an Islanders backdrop in a Prudential Center hallway with lights shining 
down on his face and reporters surrounding him. An NHL winner again.  

“Things can change quickly as we all know, in life in general, not just in 
hockey,” he said. “Always be grateful for the chances you get.”  

Trotz said Ilya Sorokin (upper body) would likely return this week when 
the Islanders are on the road.  

Andy Greene returned to the lineup after missing two games with an 
unspecified injury.  

Adam Pelech notched his 100th career point with a secondary assist on 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s first goal and then added two more. 
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Goalie Cory Schneider's shock start sparks Islanders' win over Devils 

 

Ethan Sears 

5-6 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

When he has been up from AHL Bridgeport and with the Islanders this 
season, Cory Schneider, dispensing with the formality of possibility, has 
often donned a baseball cap on the team’s bench. There’s been little 
reason to believe the team would play him ahead of Ilya Sorokin or 
Semyon Varlamov, even when one or the other has been on short rest. 

Schneider had not played an NHL game since March 6, 2020 — a 4-2 
win for the Devils over the Blues. But on Sunday afternoon, with Sorokin 
still dealing with an upper-body injury and Varlamov having played both 
ends of a back-to-back a couple days earlier, Islanders coach Barry Trotz 
declined to say before the game who would be the goalie. And when his 
team hit the ice for warm-ups at Prudential Center, it was Schneider, 
back in his old stomping grounds, who led them out. 

Then, something even more remarkable happened. Schneider stopped 
27 shots in a fourth straight Islanders win, as they beat the Devils, 4-3, 
thanks to Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s hat trick and their 36-year-old 
netminder. 

“I don’t know if [general manager] Lou [Lamoriello] set it up this way for 
me to be playing in this building, who knows,” Schneider said. “It’s been 
exciting, a little nerve-wracking. It’s kind of like your first game all over 
again.” 

Like Friday night’s win over the Rangers, the Islanders had the jump from 
the start. Lately, they’ve been playing what they would call Islanders 
hockey: grinding, low-event, wearing teams down, and that’s what this 
was as high-danger chances were at a premium. Only the Islanders 
could play a second period in which they recorded seven shots on goal 
and feel completely happy about it. 
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“I liked our first two periods,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “I thought 
we really didn’t give them a whole lot. I thought Schneids played pretty 
good.” 

It was the third period that caused their blood pressure to rise, as Tomas 
Tatar scored at 5:32 to bring the Devils within a goal. But Kyle Palmieri 
gave the Islanders some insurance with a wrist shot past Nico Daws at 
14:32, on an assist from Pageau. That proved key when Nico Hischier 
pulled the Devils back to within 4-3 at 18:54, but the Islanders managed 
to fend off a late push. 

At 32-27-9, the Islanders have their best record this season and are 
playing their best hockey. In Schneider, they might have just featured 
one of their best stories, too. 

The Islanders jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first period with both goals 
coming from Pageau, the center’s first multi-goal game since Feb. 13, 
2021. Thanks to some strong play from his defense, Schneider was 
rarely tested early on, notching his first save with the shoulder pad on 
Jesper Bratt at 3:02, then soldiering through a Devils power play that 
produced few chances of note later in the period. 

Pageau completed the hat trick at 14:58 of the second, cleaning up a 
loose puck in the crease to increase the Islanders’ lead to 3-0, with 
Jesper Boqvist getting one back for the Devils 47 seconds. In between, a 
few hats made their way to the Prudential Center ice, with one catching 
Pageau’s stick. 

“I was almost more happy to catch the hat than to score the third one,” 
Pageau joked afterwards. 

The home side will take away two major issues from this game, the first 
being Jack Hughes’ injury, incurred on a second period hit from Oliver 
Wahlstorm and the second being P.K. Subban’s ejection from the game, 
incurred after he pummeled Wahlstrom following said hit, which in real 
time looked clean albeit unfortunate. 

The win was the 116th of Schneider’s career, which had looked as 
though it was all but officially over at the NHL level. That it came in New 
Jersey, his home for seven seasons, adds a sentimental touch. 

For the Islanders, the win continues a run of play good enough to make 
one wonder what could have been if they had produced it in January or 
February instead of now. If nothing else, they’ve had the distinct look of a 
group filled with pride of late, and their play has very much reflected it. 

“If you have a one-pronged offense, then it’s pretty easy to stop,” Trotz 
said. “Tonight it was Pager’s line who had an impact on the game. That’s 
how we win. Every night with our schedule, we need everybody, one line, 
to step up or one line to take up a role if they’re against a top line.” 

When the horn sounded on Sunday, Schneider had his moment, Pageau 
had his hat trick and the only thing stopping all from being right for the 
Islanders was the inconvenient fact of the standings. 
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Barry Trotz says Oliver Wahlstrom's hit on Jack Hughes was clean 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 4, 2022 1:01 am 

 

NEWARK — Oliver Wahlstrom knocked Devils center Jack Hughes out 
of Sunday’s game with an apparent leg injury with a hard check along the 
boards. 

Devils defenseman P.K. Subban clearly thought it was a knee-on-knee 
hit and attacked Wahlstrom as the play shifted up ice, earning a game 
misconduct at 4:36 of the second period in the Islanders’ 4-3 win at 
Prudential Center. 

Islanders coach Barry Trotz thought Wahlstrom’s hit was clean and 
indicated Subban could have handled any retaliation differently. 

“Eye him up and go at it, that’s where the anger was,” said Trotz, who 
had accomplished fighter Ross Johnston in the lineup. “He was very 
fortunate he got kicked out of the game. I thought Wahlly played through 
him. I thought Hughes tried to jump back and avoid the hit and so it looks 
worse than it really is.” 

Greene’s finale? 

Sunday may have marked former Devils captain Andy Greene’s final 
game at Prudential Center as there is no guarantee the Islanders 
defenseman, who will turn 40 in October, will play next season. Greene, 
with his family in the stands, logged 16:07 after missing the previous two 
games with an unspecified injury. 

Greene played 923 games for the Devils from 2007-20 before being 
traded to the Islanders. 

“You saw what he meant to this franchise,” former Devil Kyle Palmieri 
said. “I’m a firm believer Greenie can play as long as he wants. He’s a bit 
of a freak of nature in that way. Whether he decides to go next year or 
not, it’s really awesome.” 

Isles files 

Defenseman Adam Pelech matched his career high with three assists. 
His secondary assist on Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s opening goal at 11:56 of 
the first period gave Pelech 100 career points .  .  . The Islanders are 11-
for-11 on the penalty kill in their last four games after denying the Devils’ 
power play twice. 
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Jean-Gabriel Pageau's hat trick lifts Islanders over Devils 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 4, 2022 12:58 am 

 

NEWARK — Cory Schneider has started in the Stanley Cup Final for the 
Canucks and was the longtime No. 1 goalie for the Devils. Yet it had 
been more than two years since he had appeared in the NHL, and he 
knew there were no guarantees he would ever do so for the Islanders. 

He wouldn’t have gotten a chance if Ilya Sorokin hadn’t suffered a head 
injury a week ago, and with the Russian close to returning, Schneider 
might not get another game. But he savored Sunday’s chance, stopping 
27 shots as the Islanders won their season-high fourth straight game, 
beating the Devils, 4-3, at Prudential Center. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau had his fourth career hat trick, his second in the 
regular season and his first as an Islander. Linemate Kyle Palmieri, also 
a former Devil, added what proved to be the game-winning goal and two 
assists. 
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“It’s funny. A little over two years ago was my last game in the league in 
this building,” said Schneider, whose last appearance for the Devils was 
a 4-2 win over the Blues at Prudential Center on March 6, 2020. “I don’t 
know if it’s fate or coincidence. I’m just grateful for the opportunity. You 
just don’t know after last year, you’re not sure where your future is in your 
career at that point or if you’ll get another opportunity. I thank my wife 
and kids for pushing me and encouraging me to keep going.” 

The Islanders (32-27-9), who have won the first two games of their five-
game road trip, are on an 11-3-1 run as they keep their faint playoff 
hopes alive. 

“It’s amazing,” Pageau said of Schneider, whose extended family was in 
the stands. “He’s had a couple of years without a win. To come back 
here in Jersey, we couldn’t be more happy. He’s an amazing teammate 
to everyone. We couldn’t ask for more for him to get the win today.” 

Schneider is on emergency recall from the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in 
Bridgeport, where he is 10-10-3 with a 2.68 goals-against average and a 
.921 save percentage. The 36-year-old is on his second one-year 
contract with the Islanders after the Devils bought out the final two 
seasons of his seven-year, $42 million deal as he struggled with hip and 
groin injuries. 

“I’ve been his teammate going back a long time now,” said Palmieri, who 
made it 4-2 at 14:53 of the third period off Pageau’s feed. “He’s such an 
awesome guy. You watch him through the good times and the bad times 
and he comes in with a smile and he works hard. It’s been a tough road 
back for him going back to his surgery.” 

Pageau opened the scoring at 11:56 of the first period, taking a feed from 
Palmieri on a transition rush after the Devils turned the puck over in the 
neutral zone. His power-play goal at 14:00 of the first made it 2-0 as he 
got to the crease to pop in the puck after Anders Lee directed it there. 
Pageau completed his natural hat trick by shoveling in defenseman 
Adam Pelech’s feed from the corner to make it 3-0 at 14:58 of the second 
period. 

Pageau’s last hat trick also came at Prudential Center in a 4-2 win for the 
Senators on Nov. 13, 2019. 

Several hats flew from the stands as Islanders fans celebrated, including 
one that landed on Pageau’s stick blade. 

“That was cool,” he said. “I was almost more happy to catch the hat. It 
just made everyone laugh.” 
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After injury and personal tragedy, Cory Schneider’s return to the NHL 
sparks Islanders in win 

 

By Kevin Kurz  

Apr 4, 2022  

  

NEWARK, N.J. — Making his first NHL start in more than two years, 
Islanders goalie Cory Schneider had a little bit of help Sunday at the 
Prudential Center in what ended up being a gritty 4-3 win over the Devils. 

No, it wasn’t just his teammates, who have grown to appreciate having 
the affable, hardworking veteran on the practice ice and in the dressing 
room the past few days as Ilya Sorokin recovers from an upper-body 
injury. Kyle Palmieri, a teammate of Schneider’s for many years dating to 
their time in New Jersey, said: “It’s awesome to get the win for him 
tonight, especially in this building against this team.” 

It wasn’t just Schneider’s immediate family, either, as his wife, son and 
daughter were able to attend what was a bit of a surprise start for the 36-
year-old. Although, that certainly meant a lot, too. 

“On a personal note, I thank my wife and my kids for pushing me and 
encouraging me to keep going to get me to this point,” Schneider said 
after the game. 

But in the midst of his 27-save performance, Schneider was also thinking 
about his nephew. A little more than a year ago, on Feb. 24, 2021, a 
house fire tragically took the life of Theo Hedstrom, who was just 14 
years old, and, according to Schneider, “a huge hockey fan and a huge 
fan of me.” 

“I’d like to think he was here tonight helping me out because I had a few 
bounces and breaks that went my way,” he said. “I know he would have 
loved to have been here. His brothers were here, and their stepdad, so 
that was a really nice feeling to have them here, as well.” 

Yes, this was a special night for everyone involved. 

Schneider, of course, saw his career take a drastic turn after he required 
hip surgery in the 2018 offseason. That forced him to miss the start of the 
following season with the Devils, and when he returned, it was clear he 
wasn’t the same player. The Devils waived him early in the 2019-20 
season and reassigned him to AHL Binghamton, before buying out the 
final two seasons of his seven-year, $42 million contract in October 2020. 

The Marblehead, Mass., native is on his second one-year contract with 
the Islanders, having spent most of the past two seasons in Bridgeport. 
He had served as the backup goalie on 12 occasions this season before 
finally getting the call Sunday in what was his first NHL action since 
March 6, 2020, a 4-2 Devils win over the Blues at home. 

Schneider had an inkling that he was going to make at least one start 
after he was recalled last week, when Sorokin took a couple of shots to 
the mask in an Islanders loss to the Lightning last Sunday. Semyon 
Varlamov notched a pair of wins against the Blue Jackets, though, and 
remained in net for a 3-0 shutout of the Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden on Friday night. 

But Varlamov hadn’t even made consecutive starts this season before 
Sorokin’s injury, so giving him Sunday off to make way for Schneider’s 
opportunity against his former team made sense, cosmically and 
otherwise. 

“I don’t know if Lou (Lamoriello) set it up this way for me to play in this 
building, who knows, but when I found out (Saturday) that I was going to 
be playing I was just trying to do my routine and not change a whole lot,” 
Schneider said. “It’s been exciting, a little nerve-racking. It’s kind of like 
your first game all over again, but once you settle in and you play behind 
those guys, the game just starts to come to you.” 

Schneider wasn’t tested a lot through the first two periods, which is a 
credit to how hard his teammates were playing in front of him. But the 
Islanders have been playing their brand of hockey regardless of who’s 
been in net lately. Sunday’s win pushed their record to 11-3-1 in their 
past 15 games and was their fourth straight. 

Trailing 3-1 to start the third, the Devils made a push, though. 
Schneider’s best stops of the night came in the first minute of the final 
frame, denying Nico Hischier’s chance from the slot and gloving a blast 
by Janne Kuokkanen, freezing play. And though the Devils cut the 
Islanders’ lead to 3-2 on a goal by Tomas Tatar, after they had been up 
3-0 earlier on J-G Pageau’s natural hat trick, Palmieri provided the 
dagger with 5:07 to go in regulation when he zipped in a wrist shot past 
Nico Daws from the right circle. 

“I’ve been his teammate going back a long time now. He’s such an 
awesome guy,” Palmieri said of Schneider. “You watch him through the 
good times and the bad times, and he comes in with a smile on his face, 
and he works hard. It’s been a tough road for him, going back to his 
surgery, and the things he struggled with there. … It’s a cool moment, 
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and we all know how hard he’s worked and how good of a teammate he’s 
been over the years.” 

Barry Trotz told Schneider he was going to play against the Devils at 
some point Saturday. “We felt that we’d give Schneids a shot, and I think 
the guys wanted that,” Trotz said. “They responded really well.” 

Perhaps another reason the Islanders weren’t afraid to go with Schneider 
on Sunday is that he’s been playing pretty solid hockey with Bridgeport. 
He’s 6-1-1 in his past eight starts there, with a 1.28 goals-against 
average and .963 save percentage over that span. It’s possible that 
Schneider isn’t the same player who backed up Sorokin for six games to 
start the season when Varlamov was still recovering from a nagging 
lower-body injury. 

“Ever since about the New Year I felt really good about my game down 
there,” Schneider said. “I’ve been playing more consistently and feeling 
more like myself than I have in a long time.” 

Bridgeport coach Brent Thompson was particularly chuffed to see 
Schneider get rewarded for how he’s played lately. Bridgeport’s game 
wrapped up just about the same time as the Islanders’ game was 
beginning, so the Bridgeport team staff and players who were hanging 
around the locker room afterward watched. 

“With how hard he’s worked at the beginning of the year, and progressing 
all the way to the point where he got the call-up — he’s one of the 
hardest-working guys around, so it’s really good to see,” Thompson said. 

And, like everyone else, Thompson has nothing but positive things to say 
about Schneider for the way he’s handled himself as a professional, 
plying his trade in the minor leagues despite having gobs of success at 
the NHL level in an earlier life. The way Thompson tells it, Schneider is 
genuinely invested in doing anything he can for his teammates, many of 
whom can only dream of the kind of prosperity that the goalie has already 
enjoyed in parts of 13 NHL seasons. 

“He’s been a true professional,” Thompson said. “His work habits in 
practice, his leadership both on and off the ice has been outstanding. 
You just see how he carries himself. At times, he’ll just grab a young kid 
and say, ‘Hey, it’s OK, let’s have some fun today in practice.’ Or, ‘This is 
a time to work hard.’ First-class human being, first-class athlete.” 

Sorokin isn’t expected to be out much longer and was on the Islanders’ 
team charter to Dallas on Sunday evening, as they get set for a difficult 
stretch of road games against the Stars, Hurricanes and Blues. Whether 
Schneider was on that plane, too, is uncertain. 

Even if he wasn’t, though, Schneider and his teammates coming up with 
a win Sunday night will be one of the more memorable games of the 
season. 

“If he was (going) to get a game it’s probably good that he got it here, 
(and) his family could be here,” Trotz said. “There’s the love for the 
game. There’s a love for the whole process. … And he battled through a 
lot of stuff.” 
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Cory Schneider Returns to NHL Crease, A Night to Remember - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 5 hours ago on April 4, 2022  

By Stefen Rosner 

6-7 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

Who does not love a good comeback story? 

On Sunday, 36-year old netminder Cory Schneider turned aside 27 of 30 
shots in his first NHL game in over two seasons as the New York 
Islanders defeated his former team, the New Jersey Devils, by a slim 4-3 
margin. 

The win marked the Islanders fourth win in a row, and as we waited for 
the postgame media availability, we could hear cheering from the New 
York Islanders dressing room as they celebrated not only the win but 
Cory Schnieder’s achievement. 

“We’re happy for Schneid’s. That’s a cool moment,” Kyle Palmieri said. 
“And we all know how hard he’s worked and how good of a teammate 
he’s been over the years, so it’s just a lot of excitement for him, and 
we’re just gonna keep this thing rolling.” 

After sustaining a hip injury back in 2018, Cory Schneider’s career was 
never the same. Once an elite netminder in the NHL, the injury took his 
mobility away, and his play suffered. He lost his starting job in New 
Jersey and eventually lost his spot on the team after being bought out 
back in Oct. of 2020. 

But what Cory Schneider did not lose was his drive and determination to 
get back to the NHL. 

New York Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello, who was at the 
helm in New Jersey when Schneider was acquired, signed the veteran 
netminder to a one-year deal as the third-string goaltender back before 
the beginning of the 2020-21 season. 

Schneider did not play much in the AHL in 2020-21, as he sat on the taxi 
squad for the season. After the season, the Islanders brought him back 
on another one-year deal. 

This season, Schneider split time with Jakub Skarek in the AHL, but 
Schneider struggled early on before finding his game after the calendar 
turned over to 2022. 

With Ilya Sorokin out with an upper-body injury and Semyon Varlamov 
having started the last three games, including both games of a back-to-
back, New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz decided to give 
Schneider the start. 

And for that, Schneider was very thankful. 

“I’m just grateful for the opportunity,” Schneider said. “You just don’t 
know after last year, and you’re not sure where your future is in your 
career at that point and if you ever get another opportunity.” 

Schneider had a few people to thank on his journey back. 

“On a personal note, you know (I want to) thank my wife, my kids for 
pushing me and encouraging me to keep going and to get me to this 
point. Obviously, the Islanders for bringing me on board and bringing me 
in the fold and giving me this opportunity,” Schneider said. 

“So again, you know, it’s, it’s easy to take the league for granted when 
you’re young, and you’re playing a lot, and things can change quickly, as 
we all know, in life in general, not just in hockey, so always be grateful for 
the chances you get.” 

Last season, Cory Schneider dealt with a family tragedy, the passing of 
his nephew. Schneider took a moment to speak about his nephew after 
the win: 

“You guys might know a year ago I lost my nephew to the house fire and 
he was a huge hockey fan. Huge, huge fan of me and the Devils and 
then the Islanders. I’d like to think he was here tonight helping me out 
because you know, I had a few bounces, few breaks that went my way 
and I know he would love to have been here,” Schneider said. 

“Some of his brothers were here and their stepdad so that was a really 
nice feeling to have them here as well.” 
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As for how he thought he played in the win, Schneider felt good. 

“Pretty good. I thought we did a great job, not letting them get going and 
transitioning off the rush, things like that,” Schneider said. “(I) had to 
make a few saves, but you know, they got the one at the end of the 
second on a nice tip and gave them some life. We knew they were going 
to push start the third, and they had a few good looks, (I) had to make 
some saves. That always helps to start the period with a few big saves 
and settle you into the game…I wasn’t overthinking the goals that went 
in.” 

“So you know, I wasn’t overthinking the goals that went in. A couple of 
them were nice plays and you know, it’s going to happen. But I was more 
focused on just trying to get a win and rewarding these guys for 
everything they’ve done for me so yeah, overall, I feel pretty good.” 

Schneider’s teammates were ecstatic for him as they understood how 
long of a road back it was. 

“It’s amazing,” teammate Jean-Gabriel Pageau said. “A couple years, I 
think, to come back here in Jersey to win it. Couldn’t be more happy.” 

“He’s an amazing teammate to everyone. He’s nice with everyone. He 
brings always a smile to the rink. Day in and day out he competes. We 
couldn’t ask for more.” 

His former teammate in New Jersey and current teammate Kyle Palmieri 
reflected on watching Schneider deal with his injury. 

“It’s huge. Obviously, I’ve been his teammate going back a long time 
now. And he’s just he’s such an awesome guy. You watch him through 
the good times and the bad times, and he comes in with a smile on his 
face and works hard,” Palmieri said. “It’s been a tough road back for him. 
Going back to his surgery and the things he struggled with there, but it’s 
awesome to get the win for him tonight, especially in this building against 
this team.” 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz was very happy for his 
netminder. 

‘I’m really happy for Schneider, really happy…The guys were really 
happy for him,” Trotz said. “Obviously he’s going through a lot and 
obviously, a former Devil. 

Sunday was a night that Cory Schneider and his team will never forget. 
It’s one of those stories in sports that is just bigger than the game itself. 

The passion, drive, emotion, commitment, and will by Cory Schneider to 
overcome the obstacles he did to get back and get the win was an 
inspiring story of perseverance. 

 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.04.20221240639 New York 

Islanders 

 

Pageau Hatty, Schneider Strong in 4-3 Win Over Devils - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 
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By Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 03/04/2022 

 

Newark, New Jersey– The New York Islanders, backed by a Jean-
Gabriel Pageau hat trick, defeated the New Jersey Devils 4-3. The 
Islanders have won four straight contests and are now 32-27-9 on the 
season. 

How it Happened 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at 11:56 of 
the first period as he beat New Jersey netminder Nico Daws five-hole for 
his 11th of the season. Kyle Palmieri and Adam Pelech were credited 
with the assists. 

Pageau doubled the Islanders lead on the power play at the 14:00 mark 
as he buried a loose puck for his 12th of the season. Anders Lee was 
credited with the lone assist. 

Pageau netted his third of the game at 14:58 of the second period. Adam 
Pelech found him at the top of the Devils crease for a tap-in. 

Jesper Bovquist got the New Jersey Devils on the board with 15:45 to go 
in the second period as he deflected a point shot by Damon Severson for 
his sixth of the season. Severson and Kuokkanen were credited with the 
assists. 

Tomas Tatar made it a 3-2 game as he beat New York Islanders 
netminder Cory Schneider over the glove from the slot at 4:32 of the third 
period. Andreas Johnsson and Dawson Mercer were credited with the 
assists on Tatar’s 13th of the season. 

Kyle Palmieri gave the Islanders a 4-2 lead as he beat Daws blocker side 
for his 14th of the season. Pageau and Pelech were credited with the 
assists. 

Schneider Gets First Start in 2 Years 

New York Islanders netminder Cory Schneider had not started an NHL 
game since Mar. 6 of 2020 as a member of the New Jersey Devils. With 
Ilya Sorokin still not available for the Islanders and Semyon Varlamov 
having played the last three games, including both of a back-to-back 
Thursday and Friday, Schnieder got the nod to start Sunday. 

And he was solid. 

Schneider turned aside 27 of 30 shots faced including some big-time 
stops early in the third period and again late in the third to preserve the 
slim one-goal lead. 

“It’s easy to take the league for granted when you’re young and you’re 
playing a lot and things can change quickly as we all know, in life in 
general, not just in hockey,” Schneider said after the win. “So always be 
grateful for the chances you get.” 

Pageau Snaps Streak, Scores 3 

New York Islanders forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau had not scored in 13 
games prior to the contest against the New Jersey Devils. However, that 
came to an end on Sunday. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored three goals in the contest, a natural hat 
trick, including an assist for a four-point night. 

His first came on a mini-breakaway, while his second and third coming 
from the top of the blue paint. Here’s his third goal. 

Some hats came raining down from the Prudential Center seats and 
Pageau actually caught one on his stick. 

“It was cool. I was almost more happy to catch the hat than score that 
third one,” Pageau said postgame. “I think it just made everyone laugh. I 
had a good chuckle out of it.” 

That was Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s fourth career hat trick. His last one 
came on Nov. 13 of 2019, against the New Jersey Devils in Newark. 

Pelech Reaches 100 Points 

New York Islanders defenseman Adam Pelech has never been known for 
his offense. But this season, he has been more of a force on the 
offensive side of the puck than in years past. He recorded his 20th assist 
of the season, which set a new career-high back on Mar. 27 in a 4-1 loss 
to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

And on Sunday, Pelech recorded his 100th career point, with the 
secondary assist on Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s second goal of the contest. 
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Subban vs. Wahlstrom 

Just over four minutes into the second frame, New York Islanders 
forward Oliver Wahlstrom hit New Jersey Devils star forward Jack 
Hughes, which injured him on the play. Moments later, New Jersey 
Devils defenseman P.K. Subban jumped Wahlstrom in defense of his 
teammate. 

Oliver Wahlstrom dropped the gloves but had no clear chance to defend 
himself, and P.K. Subban was ejected from the contest for his actions. 

Jack Hughes did not return to the game. 

“I didn’t even see it but the guys were telling me to Subban sort of 
jumped Wahlstrom,” New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz said. “If 
you’re gonna do it (retaliate), just, you know, eye him up and go at it and 
so that’s where the anger was. He (Subban) was fortunate he probably 
got kicked out of the game.” 

WHAT’S NEXT: The New York Islanders are in Dallas to take on the 
Stars Tuesday at 8:30 PM. 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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After shutting out the rival New York Rangers on Friday night, the New 
York Islanders (31-27-9) are in New Jersey to take on the Devils (24-38-
6). Puck drop is slated for 4 PM ET at the Prudential Center. 

New York Islanders did not skate Sunday morning. 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz stated that nemtinder Ilya 
Sorokin was unavailable but has made good progress. The expectation is 
that he will play during the upcoming road trip. 

Semyon Varlamov has started the last three contests, including back to 
back wins Thursday and Friday. 

Defenseman Andy Greene, who has been a game-time decision the last 
two contests, is a game-time decision again. 

They say it’s not over until it’s over, and right now, the New York 
Islanders are 13 points out with 15 games to go and a game in hand on 
Washington, who holds the second wild-card spot. 

The New York Islanders have won three straight contests and have 
outscored their opponents 12-3. 

The New Jersey Devils collapsed on Saturday, as they blew a 6-2 lead to 
the Florida Panthers and then lost in overtime 7-6. 

“They should be pissed off,” Trotz said. “They’ve got a young team and I 
expect them to have a really good response today and tbey’ll be ready. 
And we better be ready.” 

Andrew Hammond was in-between the pipes for that game, so it is likely 
that netminder Nico Daws is tasked with stopping the Islanders. 

In the loss, New Jersey Devils forward Yegor Sharangovich netted a hat 
trick. 

The New York Islanders have four players who have played for the New 
Jersey Devils in Zach Parise, Kyle Palmieri, Andy Greene, and Cory 
Schneider. 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

The New York Islanders visit the New Jersey Devils today, the fourth and 
final meeting between the two clubs this season. 

The last time these teams met was January 13, when Mathew Barzal 
scored the game-winner and Zach Parise recorded two assists in a 3-2 
win at home. 

The Islanders have an 8-1-1 record in their last ten Metropolitan contests, 
including three straight victories last week against the Blue Jackets and 
the Rangers. Today is the Islanders’ second visit to Prudential Center 
this season, where they are 6-2-0 in their last eight matchups. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the road favorites against the New Jersey 
Devils, coming in at -150. They are +165 on the puck line. The Devils are 
+130 and are -195 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 5.5, with the over at -120 and the under 
at +100. 
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Ducks no match for Connor McDavid in 6-1 loss to Oilers - Los Angeles 
Times 

 

Dan Greenspan 

 

Connor McDavid had a goal and two assists to extend his point streak to 
13 games, Leon Draisaitl scored his 50th goal and reached 100 points for 
the season, and the Edmonton Oilers won their fourth straight game with 
a 6-1 victory over the Ducks on Sunday at Honda Center. 

Tyson Barrie and Brett Kulak each had a goal and two assists, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins had a goal and an assist, Jesse Puljujarvi scored and 
Mike Smith made 31 saves. The Oilers pulled within one point of Los 
Angeles for second place in the Pacific Division with a game in hand, and 
play at the Kings on Thursday. 

“We came out with a game plan of having everybody contribute for a full 
60 minutes, and I thought it was a full 60-minute effort for our team,” 
Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. “It’s a positive.” 

It was the first road win for the Oilers since beating Philadelphia on 
March 1. 

“We’ve been really good at home and we obviously wanted to bring that 
on the road, and tonight was a great, great test for us, and I thought we 
handled it really well,” Draisaitl said. 

Zach Aston-Reese spoiled Smith’s shutout bid by scoring 3:16 into the 
third for Anaheim, and John Gibson made 40 saves. The Ducks have lost 
12 of their past 13 games and were outscored 19-9 as they were swept 
in the three-game season series. 

“I’d like to come in here and say, ‘Boy, we lacked effort,’ or ‘We lacked 
this or that,’ It’s our third game in four nights, and I thought our guys gave 
as much as they could,” Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins said. 
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McDavid made it 2-0 at 8:58 of the first, scoring five seconds into a 
power play to reach 40 goals for the third time, joining Wayne Gretzky, 
Jari Kurri, and Glenn Anderson with three or more such seasons for 
Edmonton. Gretzky did it nine times, Kurri seven, and Anderson four. 

Puljujarvi tucked his sharp-angle shot in under the crossbar to give 
Edmonton a 4-0 edge 4:15 into the second, with McDavid notching the 
primary assist for his ninth game with three or more points this season. 
He has 11 goals and 15 assists in his past 13 games, with 11 multipoint 
games in that span. 

“We asserted our game immediately, and certainly as the game went on, 
we spent more and more time in the offensive zone and were rewarded,” 
Woodcroft said. 

Draisaitl reached the 50-goal mark by burying a one-timer with 3:58 
remaining in the third to make it 6-1. He is the fourth player with multiple 
50-goal seasons for the Oilers, joining Gretzky (8), Kurri (4), and 
Anderson (2). 

“For me, there’s three top players in the game, and then there’s a big 
separation. And they have two of them,” Eakins said of Draisaitl and 
McDavid. 

It was also Draisaitl’s 100th point of the campaign, hitting that threshold 
for the third time. He had 110 points in 2019-20 and 105 in 2018-19. 

“We have such a selfless group out there, it’s just fun to be a part of,” 
Draisaitl said. 

Not happy 

With Ducks forward Troy Terry unavailable because of an upper-body 
injury sustained engaging with Arizona’s Jay Beagle in a scrum on 
Friday, Eakins and Anaheim players were still upset at how Beagle 
conducted himself. Beagle dropped his gloves, which is something Terry, 
who leads Anaheim with 31 goals and 57 points, never did. 

“I think there’s a line that shouldn’t be crossed, and I think that line was 
crossed,“ Aston-Reese said, 

Eakins said Terry “looks like he was in a car accident“ and is still being 
evaluated. 

“If you want to fight, then fight in your weight class,” Eakins said. “Fight 
somebody face to face. Don’t go preying on the skilled and the exciting 
players that our league is trying to promote.” 
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Troy Terry sidelined for Ducks’ lopsided defeat to Oilers 

 

Elliott Teaford 

 

ANAHEIM — Troy Terry sat out of the Ducks’ 6-1 loss Sunday to the 
Edmonton Oilers at Honda Center because of facial lacerations and 
swelling near his left eye, the result of a one-sided fight Friday with Jay 
Beagle of the Arizona Coyotes. Terry was lucky to avoid a serious eye 
injury, a team spokesman said. 

“I hope so,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said when asked if Terry could 
be cleared soon to practice or play. “My answer is I don’t know. We’re 
just going to have to wait and see. We didn’t come to the rink (Saturday). 
It was one of those mandatory days off. He wasn’t ready to play 
(Sunday). 

“He looks like he was in a car accident.” 

The third-period incident during Friday’s 5-0 victory over the Coyotes was 
still a topic of conversation among the Ducks’ players, coaches and staff 

members Sunday. The Ducks believed a line had been crossed and the 
NHL missed an opportunity by failing to suspend Beagle. 

“For our players, I thought not only did we spend a lot of physical energy 
that night because it was a back-to-back, we were desperate for a win, 
and then we spent a ton of emotional energy over (Friday and 
Saturday),” Eakins said. “Is it still hanging over us? Yeah. That wasn’t 
pretty. That wasn’t fun.” 

Terry attended Sunday’s loss to the Oilers, but was not available for 
comment. 

The Ducks ended an 11-game winless streak (0-8-3) with their shutout 
victory Friday over the Coyotes, but they were no match for the playoff-
bound Oilers. Edmonton scored three times in the first period and moved 
within one point of the idle Kings in the race for second place in the 
Pacific Division. 

Tyson Barrie scored on a deflected perimeter shot, Connor McDavid 
scored on a power play and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins scored on a shot that 
he threaded through traffic as Edmonton built a 3-0 lead. Ducks 
goaltender John Gibson never had a chance on any of the three shots. 

Jesse Puljujarvi extended the Oilers’ lead to 4-0 only 4:15 into the 
second period. 

Unlike Friday’s game, the Ducks generated little in the way of sustained 
offensive pressure. They spent most of the first period on the defensive, 
chasing the game and failing to chip into the Oilers’ lead until Zach 
Aston-Reese scored 3:16 into the third period to cut their deficit to 4-1. 

Brett Kulak scored the Oilers’ fifth goal, and Leon Draisaitl scored the 
sixth for his 50th of the season. Edmonton outshot the Ducks by 46-32 by 
game’s end, including by 16-8 in the decisive opening period. The final 
period was closer to even, but the Ducks managed only Aston-Reese’s 
goal. 

Ducks defenseman Cam Fowler said the Ducks were still angry about 
what happened to Terry, their leading scorer with 31 goals and 57 points 
this season. Fowler disagreed with the suggestion that they were rattled 
by it and that it might have been to blame for their sluggish play Sunday. 

“No, it didn’t,” Fowler said. “We’re still upset about what happened, but 
that’s a different game, a different time, a different team. We had a day 
off (Saturday), so there should be no excuse for how we feel (Sunday). I 
don’t think any of us brought that into (Sunday’s) game.” 

Asked whether Beagle crossed a line when he continued to punch Terry, 
who was already bloodied and showed no ability or willingness to fight 
back, Fowler said, “There certainly is a line that gets crossed when you 
continue to punch a defenseless player who still has his gloves on. 

“It doesn’t really matter who you are in the league. You should know 
better. There’s a variety of things that should have happened to stop that 
from happening. I thought the linesmen could have done a better job, too. 
I think the whole thing is inexcusable. (Beagle) should know better.” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: The state of the Western wild-card race 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

With less than four weeks left in the NHL's 2021-22 regular season, one 
of the more tantalizing playoff races is for the second wild card in the 
Western Conference. Heading into Sunday's games, the Dallas Stars are 
one point ahead of the Vegas Golden Knights, with both teams taking the 
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ice tonight. FiveThirtyEight gives the Stars an 89% chance of making the 
playoffs, while the Knights have a 51% chance. 

The Golden Knights are up first, heading to Vancouver to take on a 
Canucks squad that isn't entirely out of the wild-card mix either. In fact, 
this will be the first of three games against the Canucks in pretty quick 
succession; after tonight, they'll play again Wednesday, then again April 
12. The prior game this season between the two clubs was an offensive 
onslaught by the Knights, as they won 7-4 back on Nov. 13. 

As for the Stars, the team they'll face is not in the wild-card mix, and in 
fact, the Seattle Kraken are mathematically eliminated from playoff 
contention as of this past week. The Stars had the Kraken's proverbial 
number in a Jan. 12 game, taking home two points via a 5-2 win. But 
hey, this is the second night of a back-to-back for the visiting Stars, so 
maybe we'll get a surprise. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Sunday's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network and non-
TNT games available on ESPN+ 

Florida Panthers at Buffalo Sabres, 1 p.m. 

Detroit Red Wings at Ottawa Senators, 1 p.m. 

New York Islanders at New Jersey Devils, 4 p.m. (TNT) 

Philadelphia Flyers at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Minnesota Wild at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Arizona Coyotes at Chicago Blackhawks, 7 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Vancouver Canucks, 7 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Anaheim Ducks, 8 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Seattle Kraken, 9 p.m. 

Saturday night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Florida Panthers 7, New Jersey Devils 6 (OT) 

Colorado Avalanche 3, Pittsburgh Penguins 2 

Boston Bruins 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

Montreal Canadiens 5, Tampa Bay Lightning 4 (SO) 

Toronto Maple Leafs 6, Philadelphia Flyers 3 

Minnesota Wild 3, Carolina Hurricanes 1 

Los Angeles Kings 3, Winnipeg Jets 2 

St. Louis Blues 6, Calgary Flames 4 

Dallas Stars 5, San Jose Sharks 4 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ BUF (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TB (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. TOR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ CBJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. FLA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ OTT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: vs. DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ NJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 17 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. BOS (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NYI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ NYR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ WSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 87% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 15 

Next game: @ SEA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 89% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. DET (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 19 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. ARI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ CHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CGY (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ VAN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 51% 

Tragic number: 23 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 18 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. EDM (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. DAL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 47 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 48 

Regulation wins: 18 

3. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 17 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Buffalo Sabres 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 4, 2022 

 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 29 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 31 
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Sportsnet.ca / Some players score, others assist — Oilers star Leon 
Draisaitl does both 

 

There are goal scorers, and there are assist men. Players like Guy 
Lafleur, who will always be remembered for charging down that right 
side, and guys like Joe Thornton, who consistently hits you on the tape 
like a surgeon. Or a magician.  

For every Wayne Gretzky, a legendary scorer but in the eyes of most an 
even better dish man, there was a Jari Kurri to pull the trigger. For every 
Brett Hull an Adam Oates, for every Alex Ovechkin a Nicklas Backstrom.  

But what of Leon Draisaitl, who on Sunday became only the 24th player 
in NHL history to record the second 50-goal, 100-point of his career?  

What is Draisaitl, we ask on the heels of a decisive 6-1 win at Anaheim, 
Edmonton’s fourth straight ‘W’?  

Is he a better passer? Or a better scorer?  

“I don’t know if you can really… I don't know,” began Oilers goalie Mike 
Smith, who was simply steady on a night when being spectacular was 
simply not a requirement. “I’ve never seen a player pass the puck like he 
does. His vision on the ice is incredible, and he can pass it both on his 
forehand and backhand. But he’s got an incredible shot too.  

“That goal he scored tonight, there aren’t too many guys who can score 
from that angle and on an NHL goaltender.”  

Like a mix between Mike Gartner and Dave Andreychuk, Draisaitl scores 
from distance but protects a puck and is super strong on his skates 
around the net. He leased his goal-scoring office from Mike Bossy, while 
his backhand wizardry makes Oilers fans forget about Doug Weight, who 
learned to stickhandle with a ping pong ball on the linoleum kitchen as a 
kid.  

Those ample skills have made Draisaitl one of the NHL’s Top 3 points 
leaders since becoming a full-time NHLer in 2015-16.  

When Draisaitl joined the Oilers out of junior, the No. 3 overall pick in the 
2014 draft, he was a centre. But when he arrived, both Connor McDavid 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins were entrenched at centre. Then-GM Peter 
Chiarelli had moved both Phil Kessel and Tyler Seguin to the wing when 
he worked in Boston, and was prepared to experiment with Draisaitl.  

“Maybe Leon is not as suited for the wing as (Kessel and Seguin) were, 
but he does some things that are suited for the wing better than they do. 
He protects the puck, and he can make plays in small spaces,” assessed 
Chiarelli at a 2015 Rookie Tournament in Penticton. “It may be we find 
out Leon is a better winger than he is a center. Is that fair to him? It was 
fair to Kessel. It was fair to Seguin.  

“Those guys were shooters,” Chiarelli added. “Leon, he’s got a good shot 
but I don’t think he’s a shooter. He makes good plays on a regular basis.”  

Even then we weren’t sure what he was. Three years later, Darnell Nurse 
seemed pretty sure he had it figured out.  

“He has this ability to analyze the game in his own head, and make those 
little plays that you guys can see from up in the press box,” Nurse said 
one day in 2018. “You could kind of see it when he was younger, that he 
had the ability to make those plays. Now, each and every night he’s 
making a jaw-dropping pass.”  

Draisaitl scores with the best goal scorer in the game today, Auston 
Matthews, trailing the Leafs star 124 goals to 139 over the past three 
seasons. But he outproduces Matthews every year (295 to 234 over that 
span), plus kills penalties. He is his team’s most relied upon faceoff man.  

Sorry Leafs fans, but he is a better, more all-around player than 
Matthews, as the latest two-time 50-goal, 100-point player. Connor 
McDavid had a goal and two assists to pad his NHL scoring lead at 105 
points, while Draisaitl stayed right behind him at 101, the National 
Hockey League’s only two 100-point players as we enter the season’s 
final month.  

“I’m proud,” said Draisaitl of the milestone. “I’m very happy about it, no 
question. But it also shows you how great my teammates are right? You 
know, they’re the ones that put me in these situations are the ones that 
get me the puck in the right moments.”  

Who had Brett Kulak in the pool for serving up goal No. 50, a lovely 
cross-ice feed from Kulak’s spot on the left point. It was a patented one-
timer for No. 50, lethally injected behind goalie John Gibson from the 
edge of the right circle. It came nearly four minutes after he had assisted 
on Kulak’s first goal as an Oiler, on a night where the Stony Plain product 
went plus-5, while partner Tyson Barrie (goal, two assists) was plus-4.  

But this night was about the big German, who has firmly crushed the 
narrative that he is somehow just a fortunate planet orbiting around 
McDavid. There are only four 50-100 men in Oilers history: Glenn 
Anderson (once), Draisaitl (twice), Jari Kurri (four times) and of course, 
The Great One did it eight times.  

All but one of those players has won a Stanley Cup. That’s where 
Draisaitl’s head is, even on a night of historic personal achievement.  

“You know, we’re all getting older,” said Draisaitl, 26, whose Oilers are 
10-2-1 in their past 13 games. “We’re all getting to a point where we all 
want the same thing. This group has been through a lot of negative 
things, but you know, it seems like we’re trending in the right direction.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / In frantic bid for playoff spot, Canucks' overtime woes 
have failed them 

 

VANCOUVER — They say overtime and shootouts are a coin toss. The 
Vancouver Canucks need should try rock-paper-scissors instead. 

In their frantic but fading bid for a National Hockey League playoff spot, 
the Canucks have gone to overtime four times in the last four weeks, and 
four times they have lost. 

Sunday’s game against the Vegas Golden Knights followed a familiar 
pattern. A terrible start by the Canucks earned an early 2-0 deficit that 
could have been worse, the team worked relentlessly the rest of 
regulation time to catch up, but collected only one point from OT when 
two were imperative. Vegas won 3-2 at Rogers Arena. 

Even the Golden Knights’ winning goal was familiar. Canuck Elias 
Pettersson lost a puck battle in the offensive zone against Jonathan 
Marchessault, failing to get on the defensive side of the puck. Canucks 
captain Bo Horvat drifted forward before the battle was decided and got 
trapped, leaving defenceman Tyler Myers to fend off a two-on-one. 

Marchessault passed it by Myers to Shea Theodore, who scored at 2:05 
of the tie-breaker – nearly two minutes after Horvat was stopped on a 
breakaway by Vegas goalie Robin Lehner. 

In case the standings aren’t obvious enough proof, these points add up. 

Sunday’s bonus point moved the Golden Knights back into the final 
wildcard spot in the Western Conference, eight points clear of the 
Canucks, who are 3-7 in OT this season and 1-6 the last 2 ½ months. 

The team Vegas just passed — and one the Canucks have also been 
trying to catch — is the Dallas Stars, and they are 10-1 in OT. 

So much of what the Canucks have shown since Bruce Boudreau 
became coach in December is positive, but their poor starts and poor 
endings in overtime have become depressingly familiar. 

“It's like a broken record; I was already thinking it before you asked,” 
centre J.T. Miller said after his 29th goal of the season started the 
Canucks’ third-period comeback. “I don't know what else you want me to 
say about it, to be honest. (We) weren't ready to play and lost in 
overtime. Obviously, we played our butts off for the second and third, but 
it's too late. Like I said a million times, you can't do that every night in the 
league.” 

Horvat said: “Obviously it's frustrating. We need every point we can get at 
this point in the season, and our start let us down again.” 

Miller said overtime is about luck and getting a bounce. But it sure looks 
like more than that. 

Three of Vancouver’s four OT losses since March 11 have been decided 
on outnumbered rushes after the Canucks lost the puck in the offensive 
zone. 

Players are getting caught on the wrong side of the puck. 

“Evidently,” Boudreau said. “And we talked about it before the overtime 
— we talked about it all the time  — to stay on the right side of the puck. 
And there was no reason for 53 (Horvat) to go on that side of the puck; 
we didn't have control of it. And even Petey could have checked from the 
other (side). And you know in overtime, you can't go beat guys one on 
one when you're not going 100 miles an hour, and we still try that, too. So 
I don't know, I'm at a loss on that.” 

Marchessault had fallen to the ice when the puck came to him along the 
boards in the Vegas zone, which may be why Pettersson picked at it from 
the offensive side of the puck instead of getting his body between 
Marchessault and Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko. 

But off the puck, Horvat drifted forward, hoping Pettersson would emerge 
with it. When he didn’t, Horvat was caught on the two-on-one. 

Marchessault said he “got lucky that he cheated on the other side and we 
had a two-on-one.” 

“I saw Petey and Marchessault in the battle there, and maybe a little bit 
of a hope play (by me),” Horvat said. “But at the end of the day, like 
Millsy said, it's all about the bounces, all about capitalizing on your 
opportunities. (None of that) would have happened if I scored right there 
on the opening draw.” 

Horvat poked the puck past Theodore from the opening faceoff of 
overtime to create a breakaway for himself, but was stopped on a deke 
by Lehner, who started his first game since sustaining an undisclosed 
injury on March 8. An even bigger miss for the Canucks was Myers 
shooting over the Knights’ net from about 10 feet away and with one 
second remaining in regulation. 

A goal there and the Canucks would be five points behind Vegas instead 
of eight. 

Horvat was credited with the tying goal at 9:42 of the third period when 
he lost a power-play draw to William Karlsson but saw Knights 
defenceman Alec Martinez accidently deflect the puck through Lehner. 

The teams play again Wednesday in Nevada. 

With 12 games remaining, the Canucks need at least 10 wins to give 
themselves a chance at making the playoffs. 

Vancouver was down to five defencemen for the final two periods 
Sunday after Tucker Poolman, playing his first game since migraine 
complications took him out of the lineup on Jan. 27, suffered a 
recurrence of his neurological issues. 

“I don't know why we don't start on time,” Boudreau lamented of the slow 
start. “They had us 10-1 in shots in the first period. I think teams know 
this (about us) and they come out flying, and we should be able to know 
that, ‘Hey, we've got to. . .  hold off and play hard for the first period.’ 
Usually when we're in the lead or tied, we usually end up winning the 
game. 

“On the other hand, I give the guys an awful lot of credit. I mean, the 
second and third period, I thought we played really good. And with five 
defenceman in the third period, I thought we played an almost perfect 
game defensively. And, you know, we had chances to win it many times. 
We just didn't do it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / John Tavares speaks strongly on best-on-best hockey: 
‘We need it’ 

 

TAMPA – John Tavares caught some feelings last Sunday. 

The captain of the Toronto Maple Leafs was cruising on the Gardiner 
Expressway on his usual work commute from his home in High Park to 
Scotiabank Arena. He glanced to his left and, from a distance, soaked in 
the scene at BMO Field, where the Canadian men’s national soccer team 
was busy punching its ticket to the World Cup. 

“Just a packed house. A great moment in Canadian soccer and for those 
players,” Tavares said, after his Leafs took care of the Florida Panthers 
that night. “To see them back in the World Cup is tremendous.” 
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Tavares was speaking with pride, absolutely. But he was surely feeling a 
tinge of envy, too. 

The 31-year-old is what one of his national coaches termed a “serial 
winner.” He’s also a fierce patriot when it comes to answering Team 
Canada’s call. 

Tavares represented the Red and White at one Super Series, two world 
junior championships, three world championships, one Olympic Games, 
plus a World Cup of Hockey. He has five gold medals to show for it. 

Even when the NHLers were locked out in 2012, Tavares hopped on a 
plane and won another gold at the Spengler Cup for his country. 

Tavares is a best-on-best junkie, and — like the fans who follow this 
great sport — he’s been deprived of an international tournament since 
2016, when he put up four points in Canada’s golden six-game run. 

So, it was no great surprise to hear Tavares speak firmly and 
passionately about the need for hockey’s World Cup to come back strong 
in 2024. 

“We need it,” Tavares said, following Sunday’s Leafs practice at Amalie 
Arena. “It's important for our game, especially considering this next 
generation of players we have now. With Papi [Auston Matthews], Mitchy 
[Marner], [Leon] Draisaitl, Connor [McDavid], [Cale] Makar, this is kinda 
the next wave of guys.  

“And obviously we still have so many great players — and Sid and Ovie 
lead the way as two the best of all time — that are getting later in their 
careers. I think when you have best-on-best hockey, you get all those 
players together. It's really special. We don't really get that. Getting to 
play for your country, we know how rare that is.”  

Tavares has a specific appreciation for those opportunities. Yes, he won 
gold in Sochi, the last time NHLers participated in the Olympics, but a 
quarterfinal knee injured robbed him of skating in the medal rounds. 

Tavares was one of the few who spoke openly at training camp about his 
fierce desire to play in Beijing. Heck, he even modelled Team Canada’s 
casual gear for Lululemon before COVID squashed the dream. 

Naturally, Tavares is encouraged that the Players’ Association and the 
NHL brass have met multiple times over the past couple of months to 
plan for the next World Cup of Hockey, which will likely feature some 
European play-in games (August 2023 has been floated) and multiple 
host cities. 

There’s some traction on a February 2024 tournament, and the IIHF will 
need to get involved before a plan is formalized. 

And while Beijing crumbled apart for the pros, the players have been 
promised participation in the Milano Cortina 2026 Winter Games in good 
faith. 

Tavares won’t be satisfied with another one-off World Cup. He wants a 
regular, dependable best-on-best competition. Like soccer. 

“Other sports have a really good job of that. We need to develop some 
type of calendar that's really consistent. I think that provides a lot of 
clarity for players, for the league, for everybody. Whether it's one event, a 
couple events, having some of that would be really good for our game 
and good for everybody.” 

So, does Tavares believe it’s a good thing that Team North America and 
Team Europe will disappear? 

“Yes, I do,” Tavares said. “We want to see Connor and Sid playing 
together. And I think it was unique last time and something different — 
created some excitement and some buzz.  

“But I think, no doubt, especially with skipping at the Olympics this year, 
everyone playing for their country, that national pride, best on best, it's 
hard to recreate that. And it's so rare for us.” 
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