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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour addressed perceived penalty disparity, NHL analytics 

By Chip Alexander 

In the age of analytics, some NHL coaches rely on them 
more than others. 

Rod Brind’Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes is not one of 
them. 

”Analytics have been around for 100 years, it’s just now they 
put it on paper,” Brind’Amour said this past weekend. ‘With 
the analytics, you know from coaching or playing that you 
want to score on the rush. You know on the power play you 
have to go east/west. Because you’ve done it enough and 
you’ve watched it enough that you know that’s what has to 
happen. 

”I don’t need some handy piece of paper to tell you that has 
to happen. Now, it’s nice to see that and say, ‘Oh, yeah, 
good, thank you.’ But you kind of know all this stuff already.” 

‘Good Nerds’ 

That’s not to say that Brind’Amour is some old-school hockey 
dinosaur who judges everything on an eye test. The 
Hurricanes have an analytics staff headed by assistant 
general manager Eric Tulsky that is highly respected in the 
league. 

Every game, by every NHL team, is analyzed to the nth 
degree. Puck possession, zone entries, scoring chances ... 
it’s all there. There’s a breakdown for how many feet each 
player skates per period, who had the hardest shot, longest 
shift, you name it. 

Boston Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy recently referred to his 
analytics staff as “good nerds” in praising them. He noted the 
Bruins’ analytics people prepare 10-game sample sizes to 
track trends — good, bad or indifferent. 

Cassidy, talking with the Boston media, quipped that the 
analytics staff keeps adding new columns to their reams of 
statistics, joking that’s fine because it “keeps them busy, 
keeps them upstairs and not downstairs.” 

Brind’Amour appreciates the work done by the Canes’ 
analytics staff, especially in looking at a team — the 
Minnesota Wild, for example — that Canes only play twice a 
season. An analytical breakdown can help put together a 
scouting report. 

”Then it’s kind of like a cheatsheet,” Brind’Amour said. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal said he rarely looks at the 
analytics, noting players “understand the game they’ve 
played and the extra stuff, we let the (analytics) guys figure 
that out.” 

It can only help so far. An analytical breakdown on Wild star 
Kirill Kaprizov might tell you a lot about the winger’s 
tendencies, then you get on the ice and he beats your No. 1 
goalie with a world-class shot from a tight angle. Kaprizov did 
that Saturday in the Wild’s 3-1 win over the Canes at PNC 
Arena, beating Frederik Andersen. 

”If truth be told, all the coaches if they’re relying on that, 
they’re fooling themselves,” Brind’Amour said. “They know 
already what’s going on. This is just a tool.” 

Canes Penalty Disparity 

There are some analytic trends that catch Brind’Amour’s eye. 
A recent story by TSN’s Travis Yost on NHL penalties noted 
the Hurricanes and Colorado Avalanche, two of the league’s 
best teams, are “polar opposites” in penalty differential in the 
past three seasons. 

The story noted the Avs then were plus-96 in penalties — 
those committed vs those drawn — and the Canes minus-83 
in the three seasons, despite both teams being highly skilled 
and playing a fast-paced game. It called that disparity a 
“significant gulf” and “staggering.” 

The biggest disparity was in hooking calls. The Avs were 
plus-34 and the Canes minus-27 in that category. The 
biggest for the Canes: They had been called for holding 83 
times while drawing 52 holding calls from 2019-22. 

“It blew my mind,” Brind’Amour said. “It is what it is. It’s been 
a little frustrating for our group. I think we own the penalties 
we take. I don’t really complain too much about the amount 
of penalties we take. I don’t like taking penalties, but it’s rare 
when I say, ‘That’s a bad call.’ 

”I think it will even itself out. If I go back seven years to when 
we weren’t very good, I was running the power play and we 
always had more power plays. Now it’s turned the other way. 
The drastic part (disparity) is what is shocking but it we 
revisit this in three more years it will probably be even.” 

Brind’Amour noted Andrei Svechnikov, who plays a power 
game, has been flustered at times and reacted when calls 
are made against him but opponents, in his mind, aren’t 
called for the same infraction. Svechnikov, after Sunday’s 
games, was minus-9 in penalty differential. 

”He’s his own worst enemy at times, but he’s gotten better,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’ll all even out.” 

Of note: The TSN story appeared March 30. In the Canes’ 
two games since, against Montreal and the Wild, the Canes 
have been called for five penalties and opponents six 
penalties.
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Practice Report: Getting Down To The End 

With limited time remaining for full-team skates, the Canes 
worked hard to start off their week 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes got back to work 
Monday, practicing at PNC Arena ahead of an afternoon 
flight to Buffalo. 

Preceded by their annual team photo, the skate was not your 
typical late-season non-game day for the group. Intense, 
detail-oriented and longer in duration than most practices, 
Rod Brind'Amour and staff took advantage of the day, one 
that they'll have few and far between opportunities like the 
rest of the way. 

"We just don't have a ton of practice time anymore and when 
you look ahead, there's really no time to practice then either," 
the head coach explained afterward when he met with the 
media.  At this moment there are only six scheduled 
practices remaining this regular season, but those are 
always subject to change. Five of them either are also either 
travel days or will be held on the road. 

Over the course of about an hour today the team gave focus 
to a little bit of everything, including special teams and 
ramping up the pace during some compete drills. 

"This time of year it becomes a little tricky. We don't do a ton 
of [compete drills], it's a lot of repetition and video work, but 
we had a day off yesterday so we decided to get the juices 
flowing again," Brind'Amour continued. 

As for the players, they were put to work, but they also 
understand that days like today come with the nature of the 
calendar. 

"Towards the end of the season you don't get a lot of 
practices, but it's always nice to grind it out with the fellas 
and get in their faces a little bit," Jordan Staal shared. "We 
enjoy the competitiveness in the room." 

In terms of personnel at the skate, 20 skaters and both 
goalies were in attendance - everyone on the active roster 
outside of Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Kotkaniemi is expected to 
miss at least the next two weeks, however, Ethan Bear, who 
suffered a lower-body injury last week, remains practicing 
with the group as he works his way back. Bear also skated 
with the team last Friday at their skate in preparation for the 
Wild. 

With just 13 games between tomorrow and April 28, 
Brind'Amour continued to say that the team will probably still 
hold a morning skate Tuesday in Buffalo. His club did not 
skate Saturday morning before taking on Minnesota, the first 
time all season they elected to do so, outside of the second 
half of back-to-backs and afternoon contests. 

Now the attention turns to tomorrow's affair in Buffalo, an 
ESPN+ / Hulu telecast. 

Although the Sabres are on the cusp of being mathematically 
eliminated from the playoffs, Staal and the group see them 
as just as much of a threat as a team that will be playing into 
May. 

"They can be loose, they can play a game that's chance for 
chance and be comfortable with that," the Captain went on to 
say. "When you roll that dice you never really know if you're 
going to win the game or not. We just have to be aware of 
that style not creeping into our game." 
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Preview: Canes at Sabres 

Carolina makes their first and only trip of the season to 
Buffalo 

By Walt Ruff 

BUFFALO, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes and Buffalo 
Sabres meet for the first of two times in three days Tuesday, 
dropping the puck tonight at KeyBank Center. 

When: Tuesday, April 4, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 45-16-8 (98 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-1 Loss to the Minnesota Wild on 
Saturday, April 2. 

Sabres Record: 25-34-11 (61 Points, T-5th - Atlantic 
Division) 

Sabres Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Sunday, April 3. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:  

 Saturday, December 4: Sebastian Aho and Vincent 
Trocheck record three points each en route to a 6-2 
win for the Canes. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: Marc-Andre Fleury stole the show Saturday 
in Carolina, stopping 37 out of 38 while backstopping his 
team to their 3-1 victory. The Canes doubled Minnesota in 
shots and controlled possession throughout, but the future 
Hall of Famer was the X-Factor. Teuvo Teravainen scored 
the only goal for the home side, despite missing most of the 
second period after taking a puck to the face. 

Going For 100: The Canes have another chance to hit 100 
points tonight, just the second time in franchise history that 
they would hit that mark. Currently with 45 wins and 98 
points, both sit third all-time for the group, behind just the 
Stanley Cup-winning 2005-06 squad, and the 2018-19 crew. 

The Dynamic Duo: Aho and Teravainen both enter tonight on 
seven-game point streaks. Aho has four goals and four 
assists since March 22, while Teravainen has provided two 
goals and eight helpers. 

Need A Helper: Speaking of duos, Jaccob Slavin and Tony 
DeAngelo are also creeping their way up some franchise 
history lists, both sitting third and fourth right now for assists 
by a defenseman in a single season. DeAngelo (35) and 
Slavin (34) sit only behind Frantisek Kaberle (38) and Joni 
Pitkanen (40). 

Domi's Dominance: In 15 career games against Buffalo, Max 
Domi has totaled 19 points. Tonight will be his first time 
playing against them as a member of the Canes. 

A Look At The Other Side: Although they are not expected to 
make the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Sabres have 
earned points in eight of their last ten games. Including wins 
over Calgary, Pittsburgh and Nashville, Buffalo is also 9-4-3 
since March 1, certainly still posing a threat to any club they 
take on. A key piece to the team's offense is Jeff Skinner, 
who is second in team scoring. With 50 points in 68 games, 
the former Hurricane trails only Tage Thompson on Buffalo's 
roster. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Max Domi's first goal with the 
Canes will be his 100th of his NHL career. Jordan Staal is 
one point shy of 600 for his career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their white 
sweaters tonight.
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NHL Power Rankings: Bruins, Wild peaking at right time 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the Boston 
Bruins and Minnesota Wild continue to inch their way closer 
to the league’s elite thanks to their great play in recent 
weeks. While they may not be on the same level as 
Colorado, Florida, or Carolina in terms of overall record for 
the season, they are definitely starting to hit their stride at the 
right time. 

The Bruins have been one of the hottest teams in the league 
for more than a month now and are shaping up to be a brutal 
opening round matchup for one of the division winners in the 
Eastern Conference. 

In the West, the Wild have been on a 9-0-1 run over their 
past 10 games and have received a boost from Marc-Andre 
Fleury who is 3-0 with a .958 save percentage in his first 
three appearance with the team. Do not sleep on these two 
as the Stanley Cup Playoffs approach. 

We look at those teams and more in this week’s rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last week: 1). Just a total buzzsaw 
of a hockey team. Expectations will rightfully be through the 
roof. Anything less than the conference finals would be a 
massive, massive disappointment. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 2). The best offense we have seen 
in the NHL in nearly 30 years. They can embarrass anybody 
on any given night. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 3). So good, so deep, so well 
rounded, and still such a young team. With the goaltending 
moves paying off there is no obvious weakness to exploit 
here. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 5). Steven Stamkos is still a 
beast, and they are still a serious contender. 

5. Boston Bruins (LW: 6). They are 16-3-1 in their past 20 
games. Starting to peak and hit their stride at the right time. 
Not a team you want to play in a best-of-seven series right 
now. 

6. Minnesota Wild (LW: 9). Marc-Andre Fleury is off to a 
fantastic start here. This could make them scary. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 10). Just need to hope that 
goaltending situation is okay. That is a game-changer that 
could go either way. 

8. Calgary Flames (LW: 4). They have cooled off a little bit 
over the past two weeks, but that defensive play, that 
goaltending, and that top line should still make them a fierce 
playoff opponent. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 7). Jason Zucker‘s injury could 
be a pretty big deal given how much they are hoping for him 
to round out their second line with Evgeni Malkin and new 
trade deadline acquisition Rickard Rakell. 

10. New York Rangers (LW: 8). This is Igor Shesterkin‘s 
most significant slump of the season. This is not the right 
time of the year for that. 

11. St. Louis Blues (LW: 14). They already have six 20-goal 
scorers this season. Incredibly deep offensive team. 

12. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 16). Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl are both over 100 points again (already) and the 
team itself looks dramatically better after the coaching 
change. Still some concerns on the back end and in goal. 

13. Dallas Stars (LW: 15). Jason Robertson is becoming a 
star (no pun intended) here. A fantastic player that deserves 
more attention. 

14. Washington Capitals (LW: 11). Vitek Vanecek‘s play has 
not been good since they did not address goaltending at the 
trade deadline. Not good. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 17). Just when it looked like 
their season was probably finished they won five in a row 
and seven out of nine games. A healthy Golden Knights 
team in the playoffs will be a problem. 

16. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 13). Can not say enough good 
things about the acquisitions of Philip Danault and Viktor 
Arvidsson. Huge pickups that really transformed this team in 
the short term. 

17. Nashville Predators (LW: 15). They have never had a 40-
goal scorer in their entire existence, and they might have two 
(Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene) this season. 

18. New York Islanders (LW: 19). Do not be surprised if they 
are back in the playoffs next season. 

19. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 18). The thing to watch for here is if 
Kyle Connor can reach the 50-goal mark this season. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 20). They really need a 
bounce back season from Elvis Merzlikins next season. 

21. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 23). Is Tage Thompson a late-
bloomer or is he just the guy that gets the most ice time and 
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scores all of the goals on a bad team? If it is the former that 
would be a very positive development for the Sabres. 

22. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 21). It is not going to result in a 
playoff spot but they really do look better under Bruce 
Boudreau. That should get him a new contract extension. 

23. San Jose Sharks (LW: 22). They just seemed destined to 
be stuck in mediocrity for a while. 

24. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 24). Cole Caufield might still 
end the season with 20 goals, which would be amazing given 
the way he started. 

25. Ottawa Senators (LW: 30). Their jump has more to do 
with what everybody else has done lately. 

26. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 26). Such a promising start to 
the season followed by such a disappointing finish. Still some 
great pieces in place. 

27. New Jersey Devils (LW: 27). Goaltending should be at 
the top of their offseason to-do list. 

28. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 25). Trevor Zegras should not have 
to defend himself or fight for being talented and skilled. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). Nothing wrong with the way 
they handled Keith Yandle‘s streak. It was time. He has had 
a great career, the streak is impressive, but it was time for it 
to end. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 28). Jonathan Toews 
deflecting a puck into his own net in overtime, against the 
worst team in the league, on the night they honored him for 
playing in 1,000 games is a perfect result for this season. 

31. Seattle Kraken (LW: 31). Matt Duchene (likely 40-goal 
scorer) and Vladimir Tarasenko (59 points in 61 games) 
were both available to them in the expansion draft. Whoops. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). Clayton Keller has been the 
big positive for this team this season, and then his season 
ended in a brutal way. That stinks.

 

 

Pyotr Kochetkov building a legacy and a fanbase in just 10 career AHL games 

Everyone Loves Pyotr! 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 41-13-5-5 (92 points; 1st in Central Division; 2nd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.36 

Goals Against/Game: 2.55 

Shots/Game: 34.59 

Shots Against/Game: 26.16 

Power Play % (Rank): 20.1% (10th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.3% (5th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (85) — Also tied 
for league lead 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (38) — league lead 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (61) 

Next Game: Wednesday, April 6 vs. Texas 

(stats as of April 3, 2022)  

Game 61: Wolves 4, Monsters 2 

A third-period rally from Josh Leivo and CJ Smith secured a 
Wolves win and officially clinched a spot in the Calder Cup 
Playoffs. This makes the Wolves the first team outside of the 

Pacific Division to secure a spot. The Wolves will appear in 
the playoffs for the 21st time in its 28 year franchise history.  

Defenseman Tarmo Reunanen, acquired from the New York 
Rangers organization, started his first shift in a Wolves jersey 
in epic fashion. Just 1:02 into the first period, Reunanen 
received a puck from Stefan Noesen and unleashed a 
powerful shot from the blue line which sailed past Monsters 
goalie Jet Greaves.  

The Monsters scored the next two goals, first off of a 
rebound, and second off of a puck that deflected in off of a 
player’s shinpads. The Monsters held that lead until early in 
the third period, when the Wolves mounted their comeback.  

Early in the third period, Leivo parked himself in front of the 
net and received a pass from Jamieson Rees which he 
easily shot in for the game tying goal. Just 19 seconds later, 
CJ Smith gave the Wolves the lead when he got sent on a 
breakaway thanks to Ivan Lodnia.  

With the Monsters net empty with more than three minutes 
left in regulation, Leivo sealed the win for the team. 
Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov recorded his eight AHL win in 
the game.  

Scoring: Josh Leivo, 2 G; CJ Smith, 1 G; Tarmo Reunanen, 
1 G; Ryan Suzuki, 2 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 
A; Stefan Noesen, 1 A; Ivan Lodnia, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 
A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 27 of 29, 0.931 sv%  
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Game 62: Wolves 1, Admirals 4 

In the first game of a three-in-three set, the Wolves 
controlled play early, with the Admirals not taking their first 
shot until 6:47 into the game. Once again, they jumped to an 
early lead in a game, with Jamieson Rees opening scoring 
just 1:35 into the first period.  

Two quick goals from the Admirals in the second period 
helped turn the tide of the game, however. Former Wolf 
Cody Glass tied the game midway through the second 
period, and defenseman Matt Donovan gave the Admirals 
the lead just 1:16 later.  

A penalty-filled third period helped further disrupt the flow of 
the game, and the Wolves never quite managed to right the 
ship. The Admirals held an 11-7 shot advantage in the third 
period and scored twice, including an empty net goal with 
more than three minutes left to play.  

Altogether, the teams amassed 78 combined penalty 
minutes, including 10-minute misconducts doled out to 
Spencer Smallman and Mathieu Olivier, and fighting 
penalties for Kyle Marino and Joseph LaBate.  

Scoring: Jamieson Rees, 1 G; Jack Drury, 1 A; Josh Leivo, 1 
A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 21 of 24, 0.875 sv%  

Game 63: Wolves 6, Admirals 1 

Wolves coach Ryan Warsofsky preaches a strong response 
after a bad game and the Wolves delivered on Saturday, 
bouncing back easily from their lackluster performance the 
night before.  

One way to get things started? With your enforcer absolutely 
rocking a guy just around three minutes into the game.  

Stefan Noesen opened scoring for the Wolves shortly 
thereafter, collecting a puck seconds after stepping out of the 
penalty box after a tripping penalty. He and Jack Drury 
exchanged the puck, with Noesen eventually receiving it, 
coming down the slot, and firing on Connor Ingram.  

David Gust scored later in the first period for the Wolves, 
collecting a loose puck after a shot from Stelio Mattheos 
clanged off the posts and fell into the blue paint. The 
Admirals got on the board a few minutes later on the power 
play, with Cody Glass banking a shot off of Wolves 
defenseman Jesper Sellgren. Glass’s goal came on just the 
third shot of the period for the Admirals, who did not get their 
first shot until more than halfway through the period.  

That was the last time the Admirals even posed a threat to 
the Wolves, however, as the home team dominated the rest 
of the game. Noesen recorded his 37th goal of the season 
on a delayed penalty call against the Admirals, marking the 
only tally of the second period.  

The third period featured goals from Josh Leivo, Jamieson 
Rees, and Jack Drury to secure a resounding win for the 
Wolves. Drury ended the game with a goal and three assists, 
a new career high for him. Rees’s goal came off of a 
particularly smart play from the young forward, as he picked 
up an Admirals turnover at the blue line, skated in alone on 
Ingram, and scored.  

But, let’s be real: if you followed along with this game at all 
on social media, you want to hear about Pyotr Kochetkov.  

The rookie netminder already endeared himself immediately 
to Wolves fans in his first game, when he seemingly 
challenged the entire visitor’s bench after being run over on a 
play. His fiery personality combined with his skill in net made 
him a quick fan favorite. But I’m pretty sure that just 10 
games into Kochetkov’s North American career, he’s already 
cemented a legacy here in Chicago. 

Midway through the third period, Admirals forward Tommy 
Novak cross-checked Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski into 
the glass behind the Admirals net. Predictably, everyone 
immediately joined in the fray, with Wolves players jumping 
in to defend their captain. Admirals goaltender Connor 
Ingram got involved himself, coming behind the net and 
throwing punches.  

Kochetkov, 200 feet away, didn’t like that. Kochetkov quickly 
came out of the net and made a beeline for the other end of 
the ice. He discarded his stick at center ice and had to be 
intercepted by a referee before he could join in the melee 
himself.  

For his adventure, Kochetkov picked up a minor penalty for 
leaving the crease. A well-earned two minutes for the young 
goaltender for an unforgettable sequence.  

From Jack Drury’s perspective, he loves having a goalie with 
that much passion in net behind him. “I think since the day 
he got in the locker room, we’ve loved him,” Drury said. “He’s 
a great team guy. His play speaks for itself. I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen a goalie be so good at playing the puck. He makes 
the saves and he can do things like that.”  

Warsofsky echoed Drury’s thoughts on Kochetkov’s 
importance and fit with the team: “He wants the net. He plays 
with some emotion. He wants to win, he’s a competitor. He’s 
got a great mindset when he comes to the rink and works 
and his teammates love him, and he’s fit in really well. He’s 
done a really good job and we got a really good goalie that I 
think we’re gonna see in the NHL for a long time here 
coming.” 

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 G, 3 A; Josh 
Leivo, 1 G; Jamieson Rees, 1 G; David Gust, 1 G; Stelio 
Mattheos, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 A; Artyom Serikov, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 21 of 22, 0.955 sv%  

Game 64: Wolves 3, Stars 5 

The Wolves closed out their three-in-three with another 
game against the Texas Stars, but unfortunately they 
couldn’t sustain their level of success from the previous 
night’s Admirals game. The Stars jumped out to a 3-0 lead in 
the first period. That includes a sequence where the Stars 
took advantage of a major penalty issued to Josh Leivo to 
record two goals in 22 seconds at the end of the period.  

A second-period comeback attempt was kickstarted by CJ 
Smith, who scored twice, including once on the power play. 
A late third period goal from Stefan Noesen, his 38th of the 
season, tied the game, but a little over a minute later, the 
Stars regained the lead off of a shorthanded goal from Ty 
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Dellandrea. Dellandrea intercepted a puck at center ice and 
went in for a 2-on-0 against goaltender Jack LaFontaine. The 
puck trickled past LaFontaine and into the net. An empty-net 
goal for the Stars with 31 seconds left on the clock assured 
them the win. 

The Wolves were outshot by the Stars in this game 39-32, 
making it the third time this season the Stars have had the 
edge there. The Wolves overall have outshot their opponents 

55 times this season. The Stars and Manitoba Moose are the 
only teams who have outshot the Wolves more than once. 
(Manitoba has had the edge five times in eight games.)  

Scoring: CJ Smith, 2 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 G, 2 A; 
Andrew Poturalski, 2 A; Chris Bigras, 1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 34 of 38, 0.895 sv%

  

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article260093445.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-getting-down-to-the-end/c-332627086 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-sabres/c-332623508 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/04/04/nhl-power-rankings-boston-bruins-minnesota-wild-peaking-at-right-time/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/4/23010077/pyotr-kochetkov-building-legacy-and-a-fanbase-in-just-10-career-ahl-games-chicago-wolves-
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour addresses perceived penalty 
disparity, NHL analytics 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED APRIL 04, 2022 10:55 PM 

 

Rod Brind’Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes is not one of them. 

”Analytics have been around for 100 years, it’s just now they put it on 
paper,” Brind’Amour said this past weekend. ‘With the analytics, you 
know from coaching or playing that you want to score on the rush. You 
know on the power play you have to go east/west. Because you’ve done 
it enough and you’ve watched it enough that you know that’s what has to 
happen. 

”I don’t need some handy piece of paper to tell you that has to happen. 
Now, it’s nice to see that and say, ‘Oh, yeah, good, thank you.’ But you 
kind of know all this stuff already.” 

‘GOOD NERDS’ 

That’s not to say that Brind’Amour is some old-school hockey dinosaur 
who judges everything on an eye test. The Hurricanes have an analytics 
staff headed by assistant general manager Eric Tulsky that is highly 
respected in the league. 

Every game, by every NHL team, is analyzed to the nth degree. Puck 
possession, zone entries, scoring chances ... it’s all there. There’s a 
breakdown for how many feet each player skates per period, who had 
the hardest shot, longest shift, you name it. 

Boston Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy recently referred to his analytics staff 
as “good nerds” in praising them. He noted the Bruins’ analytics people 
prepare 10-game sample sizes to track trends — good, bad or indifferent. 

Cassidy, talking with the Boston media, quipped that the analytics staff 
keeps adding new columns to their reams of statistics, joking that’s fine 
because it “keeps them busy, keeps them upstairs and not downstairs.” 

Brind’Amour appreciates the work done by the Canes’ analytics staff, 
especially in looking at a team — the Minnesota Wild, for example — that 
Canes only play twice a season. An analytical breakdown can help put 
together a scouting report. 

”Then it’s kind of like a cheatsheet,” Brind’Amour said. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal said he rarely looks at the analytics, noting 
players “understand the game they’ve played and the extra stuff, we let 
the (analytics) guys figure that out.” 
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It can only help so far. An analytical breakdown on Wild star Kirill 
Kaprizov might tell you a lot about the winger’s tendencies, then you get 
on the ice and he beats your No. 1 goalie with a world-class shot from a 
tight angle. Kaprizov did that Saturday in the Wild’s 3-1 win over the 
Canes at PNC Arena, beating Frederik Andersen. 

”If truth be told, all the coaches if they’re relying on that, they’re fooling 
themselves,” Brind’Amour said. “They know already what’s going on. 
This is just a tool.” 

CANES PENALTY DISPARITY 

There are some analytic trends that catch Brind’Amour’s eye. A recent 
story by TSN’s Travis Yost on NHL penalties noted the Hurricanes and 
Colorado Avalanche, two of the league’s best teams, are “polar 
opposites” in penalty differential in the past three seasons. 

The story noted the Avs then were plus-96 in penalties — those 
committed vs those drawn — and the Canes minus-83 in the three 
seasons, despite both teams being highly skilled and playing a fast-
paced game. It called that disparity a “significant gulf” and “staggering.” 

The biggest disparity was in hooking calls. The Avs were plus-34 and the 
Canes minus-27 in that category. The biggest for the Canes: They had 
been called for holding 83 times while drawing 52 holding calls from 
2019-22. 

“It blew my mind,” Brind’Amour said. “It is what it is. It’s been a little 
frustrating for our group. I think we own the penalties we take. I don’t 
really complain too much about the amount of penalties we take. I don’t 
like taking penalties, but it’s rare when I say, ‘That’s a bad call.’ 

”I think it will even itself out. If I go back seven years to when we weren’t 
very good, I was running the power play and we always had more power 
plays. Now it’s turned the other way. The drastic part (disparity) is what is 
shocking but it we revisit this in three more years it will probably be 
even.” 

Brind’Amour noted Andrei Svechnikov, who plays a power game, has 
been flustered at times and reacted when calls are made against him but 
opponents, in his mind, aren’t called for the same infraction. Svechnikov, 
after Sunday’s games, was minus-9 in penalty differential. 

”He’s his own worst enemy at times, but he’s gotten better,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’ll all even out.” 

Of note: The TSN story appeared March 30. In the Canes’ two games 
since, against Montreal and the Wild, the Canes have been called for five 
penalties and opponents six penalties. 
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Loose pucks: The Hurricanes weigh in on UNC-Duke, an Antti Raanta 
hot take, what to watch down the stretch, more 

 

Sara Civian7-9 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

It was a tragic weekend in the Triangle as the most important sporting 
event of any of our lifetimes ended with Carolina on the losing side 
Saturday. 

Wait … 

As fun as these Canes vs. Wild games have been all season — with their 
matching emerging superstars, fast pace of play and Cup dreams — we’ll 
forgive our region and the entire nation for focusing on a different 
Carolina on Saturday. But honestly, y’all filled most of the seats at PNC 
Arena regardless, and I was impressed. I’m sure many of you are NC 

State fans who were just looking for a distraction from Duke vs. UNC, but 
it still made me proud. 

Whatever your college basketball affiliation is, you can be sure a Canes 
player was rooting for the same team. 

“Putting me right on the spot here,” Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour laughed when I asked him to choose Duke or UNC. “Either 
one. Tough to root against either one. It’s nice to see them both in there 
at the same time.” 

It was a perfect answer from a man who has come to represent part of 
the Triangle’s sports world. I’m pretty sure he wasn’t even lying, 
considering his familial ties to NC State. 

At least two Canes players were disappointed with more than their own 
loss Saturday. Duke or UNC? 

“Duke,” Winnipeg native Seth Jarvis said. “Come on.” 

To be fair, I’d forgotten about the Duke posters in his bedroom during his 
2020 draft Zoom interview. He’s been a fan, and we can give him a pass 
for that one. 

“Duke,” Pittsburgh native Vincent Trocheck said. “I grew up liking them 
just because they were very good. I didn’t have a college team and didn’t 
go to college, so I’m sticking with Duke. We have a lot of guys in this 
locker room who like UNC, so I can’t join them.” 

While I wasn’t able to find out who those UNC fans are, I believe 
Trocheck — it’s especially believable because of course he’d want to 
play the heel in a locker room full of Tar Heel fans. 

Anyway, I just hope everyone had fun. And for the NC State fans out 
there, congratulations: Soon everyone will stop talking about this. Maybe. 

Loose pucks 

• This time of year in the NHL always varies so much from team to team, 
and it shows in the on-ice product. The Canes are third in the league with 
98 points through a nice 69 games. They haven’t officially clinched a 
playoff spot, but missing the playoffs is getting close to statistically 
impossible. They’re walking the tight rope between wanting to keep up 
the pace of play and stay fresh while also wanting to avoid pre-playoff 
injuries. Things can get a little loose and sloppy for teams like this during 
late March and early April, and it’s been especially evident against similar 
opponents. There’s been a fight or at least an attempt at one almost 
every night. There’s a high shot volume and a high penalty count. There 
have been some opponents on the fringe of the playoffs playing with 
more desperation and winning. So with all that said, I’m definitely more 
lenient with my analysis this time of the year. From now until the end of 
the season, I’m looking for a few things out of the team more than the 
score at the end of the game: Are players who have underperformed 
starting to figure it out? How is the goaltending split up and how is the 
tandem doing as a whole? 

• In the realm of players figuring it out, Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis are 
doing exactly what they need to do. Obviously, Jarvis is getting an 
automatic boost on a line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, but 
still. “Yeah, it’s awesome. It’s really fun (playing with them) if you’re an 
offensive player like myself,” Jarvis said after Tuesday’s overtime loss in 
Tampa. “They create plays pretty well, especially on the rush. You saw 
tonight: We had a few chances. We’re clicking. It’s fun.” As much as 
we’ve all loved Andrei Svechnikov playing with Aho and Teravainen, the 
rise of Jarvis has allowed the Canes to spread the scoring wealth. As 
long as he’s clicking, why not toss Svechnikov next to Necas and give 
Necas a better opportunity to score and pass. 

• The Canes had the second-hardest second half of the season in terms 
of schedule strength, but it’s about to let up. Their last 13 games include: 
two against Buffalo, two against the Islanders, two against New Jersey, 
one against Detroit, one against Winnipeg and one against Arizona. This 
doesn’t necessarily mean smooth sailing, but it’s important to note the 
Canes got through the hardest part and they’re still leading the Metro by 
five points. They’ve had their struggles, for sure. Remember that awful 
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shutout in Washington March 3? But since then, the process has been 
consistently solid, they’ve gone 8-4-3, and they’ve probably “deserved” to 
win at least 10 of those games. They beat Colorado, Pittsburgh, 
Washington and Tampa Bay in this stretch. It’s never easy this time of 
year, and sometimes a team with nothing to lose will start winning out of 
nowhere these past few games, but the hardest parts of the second half 
are officially over. 

• Hot take of the week: Maybe we will see Antti Raanta in the playoffs 
more than we anticipated at the time of the deal — at the very least it’s 
something to consider. And that’s not at all a knock on Freddie Andersen, 
who has been Vezina-caliber most of the season. According to 
MoneyPuck, Andersen passed Igor Shesterkin for No. 1 in goals saved 
above expected with 33.3 (Shesterkin still has the advantage in goals 
saved above average per 60) — meanwhile, Raanta is No. 17. This is 
obviously recency bias-y, but it’s the hot take of the week for a reason. 
My eye test has been loving the fire Raanta has been bringing to the 
team recently, and the idea of tossing him into a playoff game doesn’t 
scare me as much as it once did. That’s all. 

• Quote of the week: Teravainen on assisting his teammates: “I just try to 
give them the puck, and they go out and score.” 

• Pyotr Kochetkov moment of the week: It’s almost a shame the Canes 
are so good, because every time I check on the Chicago Wolves, it’s just 
more and more electricity we’d be focusing on if the Canes were worse. 
The latest? 

Kochetkov is 9-0-1 on the season, by the way, with a .935 save 
percentage and a 1.8 goals-against average. The Wolves are the best 
team in the AHL to begin with, so we have to be careful evaluating goalie 
stats, but let’s keep an eye on him during the AHL playoffs. Jack Drury 
has been thriving in Chicago since his NHL debut as well, with 18 goals 
(four game-winners) and 45 points in 56 games. He’s got impactful black 
ace potential written all over him. 

• Player to watch next week: I think Max Domi has been excellent since 
joining the Canes, and you can see him getting more comfortable with 
each game. According to Natural Stat Trick, he’s got three assists and a 
64 percent Corsi-For at five-on-five in his six games with the Canes. It 
sort of surprised me that he’s only had four shots, since the few he’s had 
have seemed pretty close. I bet he gets his first goal as a Cane next 
week. 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 
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Record-setting goalie prospect Devon Levi informs Sabres he's returning 
to school 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter2-3 minutes 

 

Devon Levi was a seventh-round draft choice of the Florida Panthers in 
2020. 

Devon Levi, a record-setting sophomore goaltender at Northeastern 
University, informed the Sabres on Monday that he is returning to school 
for his junior season, sources told The Buffalo News. 

Levi, 20, was offered an entry-level contract by the Sabres after a 
remarkable season in which he posted a .952 save percentage, 2.05 
goals-against average, a 20-13-1 record and a school-record 10 
shutouts. He is one of three finalists for the Mike Richter Award, the 

NCAA's top honor for a goaltender. The winner will be announced on 
Friday. 

Levi will enter next season as a favorite to win the Hobey Baker Award, 
the top honor in NCAA men's hockey, after he wasn't a finalist for 2021-
22.  

Word of Levi's return to Northeastern first surfaced on social media 
Monday with a tweet by the account, Northeastern Hockey Blog, and his 
decision was later confirmed by The News. 

The Sabres will still hold Levi's NHL rights for two more years, providing 
the organization with ample time to sign the top goalie prospect. 

Returning to college gives Levi the opportunity to gain additional 
experience before turning pro. He missed time this season to represent 
Canada at the Winter Olympics, where he didn't appear in a game, and 
an injury prevented him from competing as a freshman with the Huskies. 
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Amazingly, Islanders still have shot at playoffs 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

DALLAS — The chances of the Islanders pulling off a miraculous April 
run to a playoff spot remain slim. But not nearly as slim as they were just 
a week ago. 

They will continue a five-game road trip against the Stars on Tuesday 
night at American Airlines Center trailing the Capitals by 11 points for the 
Eastern Conference’s final wild-card spot and having played one fewer 
game. 

They were 19 points behind when president and general manager Lou 
Lamoriello stood pat at the trade deadline on March 21 and the deficit 
was still 19 points as late as March 28. 

But the Islanders (32-27-9) have won a season-high four straight and are 
11-3-1 since March 10 to keep their faint hopes of a fourth straight playoff 
berth alive. 

The final three games of this road trip — which opened with a 3-0 win 
over the playoff-bound Rangers on Friday night — should be pretty telling 
in whether the Islanders mounting a playoff push can become reality. 

The Stars (39-26-3), who are 21-9-1 at home, are one point out of a wild-
card spot in the Eastern Conference. The Islanders then face the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Friday night before 
concluding the trip on Saturday night against the Blues, currently third in 
the Central Division. 

Overall, the Islanders are 7-21-3 against the teams holding playoff spots 
on Monday and had been outscored 102-63 in those games. 

But the Islanders did beat the Blues, 2-1, at UBS Arena on March 5 and 
the visiting Stars, 4-2, on March 19. 

They also face the Capitals, who have lost four of their last six, in a 
home-and-home series the final week of the regular season on April 26-
28. Any combination of 17 points either lost by the Islanders or gained by 
the Capitals will result in their playoff elimination. 

The Islanders are coming off Sunday afternoon’s 4-3 win over the Devils 
as Jean-Gabriel Pageau notched his first hat trick as an Islander, 
snapping a 13-game goal drought, and linemate Kyle Palmieri added a 
goal and two assists. 
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Getting balanced production beyond Brock Nelson’s line with Anders Lee 
and Anthony Beauvillier will be crucial through this stretch. 

“If you have a one-prong offense, it’s pretty easy to stop,” coach Barry 
Trotz said. “A few nights ago, Nellie’s line was going really good and then 
Barzy’s line [Mathew Barzal, Oliver Wahlstrom and Zach Parise] got a 
few goals for us against the Rangers. [Sunday], it was Pager’s line that 
had an impact in the game. That’s how we win.” 

Notes & quotes: Goalie Semyon Varlamov was named the NHL’s third 
star of the week after going 3-0-0 with a 1.67 goals-against average, a 
.952 save percentage and one shutout as he started consecutive games 
for the first time this season and on back-to-back nights for the first time 
as an Islander. The Oilers’ Connor McDavid (five goals, three assists) 
was named the first star and the Panthers’ Aleksander Barkov (five 
goals, three assists) was the second star. 
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‘It’s been a tough road’: Cory Schneider sparks Islanders in NHL return 
after years of injury and personal tragedy 

 

Kevin Kurz 04/04/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — Making his first NHL start in more than two years, 
Islanders goalie Cory Schneider had a little bit of help Sunday at the 
Prudential Center in what ended up being a gritty 4-3 win over the Devils. 

No, it wasn’t just his teammates, who have grown to appreciate having 
the affable, hardworking veteran on the practice ice and in the dressing 
room the past few days as Ilya Sorokin recovers from an upper-body 
injury. Kyle Palmieri, a teammate of Schneider’s for many years dating to 
their time together in New Jersey, said: “It’s awesome to get the win for 
him tonight, especially in this building against this team.” 

It wasn’t just Schneider’s immediate family, either, although it certainly 
meant a lot that his wife, son and daughter were able to attend what was 
a bit of a surprise start for the 36-year-old. “On a personal note, I thank 
my wife and my kids for pushing me and encouraging me to keep going 
to get me to this point,” Schneider said after the game. 

But in the midst of his 27-save performance, Schneider was also thinking 
about his nephew. A little more than a year ago, on Feb. 24, 2021, a 
house fire tragically took the life of Theo Hedstrom, who was just 14 
years old, and, according to Schneider, “a huge hockey fan and a huge 
fan of me.” 

“I’d like to think he was here tonight helping me out because I had a few 
bounces and breaks that went my way,” Schneider said. “I know he 
would have loved to have been here. His brothers were here, and their 
stepdad, so that was a really nice feeling to have them here, as well.” 

Yes, this was a special night for everyone involved. 

Schneider, of course, saw his career take a drastic turn after he required 
hip surgery in the 2018 offseason. That forced him to miss the start of the 
following season with the Devils, and when he returned, it was clear he 
wasn’t the same player. The Devils waived him early in the 2019-20 
season and reassigned him to AHL Binghamton before buying out the 
final two seasons of his seven-year, $42 million contract in October 2020. 

The Marblehead, Mass., native is on his second one-year contract with 
the Islanders, having spent most of the past two seasons in Bridgeport. 
He had served as the backup goalie on 12 occasions this season before 
finally getting the call Sunday for his first NHL action since March 6, 
2020, a 4-2 Devils win over the Blues at home. 

Schneider had an inkling that he was going to make at least one start 
when he was recalled after Sorokin took a couple of shots to the mask in 
an Islanders loss to the Lightning last Sunday. Semyon Varlamov 
notched a pair of wins against the Blue Jackets, though, and remained in 
net for a 3-0 shutout of the Rangers at Madison Square Garden on 
Friday night. 

But Varlamov hadn’t even made consecutive starts this season before 
Sorokin’s injury, so giving him Sunday off to make way for Schneider’s 
opportunity against his former team made sense, cosmically and 
otherwise. 

“I don’t know if Lou (Lamoriello) set it up this way for me to play in this 
building — who knows? — but when I found out (Saturday) that I was 
going to be playing, I was just trying to do my routine and not change a 
whole lot,” Schneider said. “It’s been exciting, a little nerve-racking. It’s 
kind of like your first game all over again, but once you settle in and you 
play behind those guys, the game just starts to come to you.” 

Schneider wasn’t tested a lot through the first two periods, which is a 
credit to how hard his teammates were playing in front of him. But the 
Islanders have been playing their brand of hockey regardless of who’s 
been in net lately. Sunday’s win pushed their record to 11-3-1 in their 
past 15 games and was their fourth straight. 

Trailing 3-1 to start the third, the Devils made a push, though. 
Schneider’s best stops of the night came in the first minute of the final 
frame, denying Nico Hischier’s chance from the slot and gloving a blast 
by Janne Kuokkanen, freezing play. And though the Devils cut the 
Islanders’ lead to 3-2 on a goal by Tomas Tatar, after they had been up 
3-0 earlier on J-G Pageau’s natural hat trick, Palmieri provided the 
dagger with 5:07 to go in regulation when he zipped in a wrist shot past 
Nico Daws from the right circle. 

“I’ve been his teammate going back a long time now. He’s such an 
awesome guy,” Palmieri said of Schneider. “You watch him through the 
good times and the bad times, and he comes in with a smile on his face, 
and he works hard. It’s been a tough road for him, going back to his 
surgery, and the things he struggled with there. … It’s a cool moment, 
and we all know how hard he’s worked and how good of a teammate he’s 
been over the years.” 

Barry Trotz told Schneider he was going to play against the Devils at 
some point Saturday. “We felt that we’d give Schneids a shot, and I think 
the guys wanted that,” Trotz said. “They responded really well.” 

Perhaps another reason the Islanders weren’t afraid to go with Schneider 
on Sunday is that he’s been playing pretty solid hockey with Bridgeport. 
He’s 6-1-1 in his past eight starts there, with a 1.28 goals-against 
average and .963 save percentage over that span. It’s possible that 
Schneider isn’t the same player who backed up Sorokin for six games to 
start the season when Varlamov was still recovering from a nagging 
lower-body injury. 

“Ever since about the New Year, I felt really good about my game down 
there,” Schneider said. “I’ve been playing more consistently and feeling 
more like myself than I have in a long time.” 

Bridgeport coach Brent Thompson was particularly chuffed to see 
Schneider get rewarded for how he’s played lately. Bridgeport’s game 
wrapped up just about the same time as the Islanders’ game was 
beginning, so the Bridgeport team staff and players who were hanging 
around the locker room afterward watched. 

“He’s one of the hardest-working guys around, so it’s really good to see,” 
Thompson said. 

And, like everyone else, Thompson has nothing but positive things to say 
about Schneider for the way he’s handled himself as a professional, 
plying his trade in the minor leagues despite having gobs of success at 
the NHL level in an earlier life. The way Thompson tells it, Schneider is 
genuinely invested in doing anything he can for his teammates, many of 
whom can only dream of the kind of prosperity that the goalie has already 
enjoyed in parts of 13 NHL seasons. 
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“He’s been a true professional,” Thompson said. “His work habits in 
practice, his leadership both on and off the ice have been outstanding. 
You just see how he carries himself. At times, he’ll just grab a young kid 
and say, ‘Hey, it’s OK, let’s have some fun today in practice.’ Or, ‘This is 
a time to work hard.’ First-class human being, first-class athlete.” 

Sorokin isn’t expected to be out much longer and was on the Islanders’ 
team charter to Dallas on Sunday evening, as they get set for a difficult 
stretch of road games against the Stars, Hurricanes and Blues. Whether 
Schneider was on that plane, too, is uncertain. 

Even if he wasn’t, though, Schneider and his teammates coming up with 
a win Sunday night will be one of the more memorable games of the 
season. 

“If he was (going) to get a game, it’s probably good that he got it here, 
(and) his family could be here,” Trotz said. “There’s the love for the 
game. There’s a love for the whole process. … And he battled through a 
lot of stuff.” 
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Islanders Daily: Schneider Gets Start, Bossy Support & More - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 04/04/2022 

 

The New York Islanders defeated the New Jersey Devils Sunday night by 
a score of 4-3. Cory Schneider made his first start in over two years, as 
who does not love a comeback story? New York Islanders legend Mike 
Bossy is losing his battle with lung cancer as fans took to social media to 
send their prayers and praise his career. 

These stories and more in today’s daily links! 

Who does not love a good comeback story? On Sunday, 36-year old 
netminder Cory Schneider turned aside 27 of 30 shots in his first NHL 
game in over two seasons as the New York Islanders defeated his former 
team, the New Jersey Devils, by a slim 4-3 margin. (NYI Hockey Now) 

Although there has not been an official announcement on his health 
status, it appears that Mike Bossy, who was diagnosed with lung cancer 
back in October, has left the hospital and is now home to spend the little 
time he has left surrounded by friends and family. Upon hearing the 
news, New York Islanders fans and hockey fans took to Twitter to share 
their fondest memories of Mike Bossy and send prayers for the 65-year 
old legend. (NYI Hockey Now) 

The New York Islanders, backed by a Jean-Gabriel Pageau hat trick and 
Cory Schneider’s strong performance, defeated the New Jersey Devils 4-
3. The Islanders have won four straight contests and are now 32-27-9 on 
the season. (NYI Hockey Now) 

There could be more of rookie forward Marc McLaughlin in the Boston 
Bruins picture this week with right winger Craig Smith a question mark for 
Monday night’s game in Columbus amongst a few B’s that “are banged 
up” headed into a four-game road trip through Columbus, Detroit, Tampa 
Bay and Washington. (Boston Hockey Now) 

Pittsburgh Penguins winger Jason Zucker appeared to suffer a serious 
injury last Thursday when he crashed into the boards, and his right leg 
extended awkwardly. Zucker was in immediate pain and had to be 
helped off the ice. But based on an Instagram post, it appears that it 
looked worse than it was. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

The Florida Panthers booked their ticket to the postseason on Sunday 
night as they defeated the Buffalo Sabres by a score of 5-3. Florida 
became the first team to clinch a postseason birth. It marks the first time 

in franchise history the Panthers will be in the postseason three straight 
seasons. (Florida Hockey Now) 

Sunday was a Wild day indeed for the Washington Capitals as they 
returned to game action for the first time after five days off to play host to 
Minnesota. Unfortunately, the chaos favored the visitors, as fatigue 
appeared to weigh heavy on the Capitals as they couldn’t shake off the 
rust to keep up with the Wild. (Washington Hockey Now) 

In one of their most unlikely victories of the season, the Flyers jolted the 
powerful New York Rangers in a shootout, 4-3, at Madison Square 
Garden on Sunday night. For that, they can thank Martin Jones and 
Kevin Hayes. The Flyers won in a shootout! Here are the five takeaways 
from the win. (Philly Hockey Now) 

It wasn’t pretty but the Vegas Golden Knights (39-28-4, 82 points) got 
two points in the standings Sunday evening against the Vancouver 
Canucks (32-28-10, 74 points). Shea Theodore scored the overtime 
game-winning goal to stave off a Canucks comeback that started in the 
third period. The Golden Knights are back in a playoff position but don’t 
breathe easy. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Colorado Avalanche defenseman Bo Byram is back playing, but with the 
Colorado Eagles of the AHL. Head coach Jared Bednar gave an update 
on Byram’s status, when they could expect him back and more. 
(Colorado Hockey Now) 

Jonathan Dahlen was in a hurry to get away from his Saturday morning 
press conference. It’s not because of us – I think – he wanted to get back 
to watching the Timra IK-Djurgardens game. Nine hours ahead in 
Sweden, Dahlen’s old club Timra was trying to avoid relegation to 
Allsvenskan. Dahlen, of course, was a big part of getting Timra promoted 
to the SHL last year. (San Jose Hockey Now) 

Nathan Walker’s go-ahead goal late in the third period helped lift the 
visiting St. Louis Blues to a 6-4 victory over the Calgary Flames on 
Saturday night. The left-winger scored his sixth of the season with 1:56 
remaining, breaking a 3-3 deadlock. (Calgary Hockey Now) 

The Vancouver Canucks needed to play with a certain desperation level 
against the Vegas Golden Knights on Sunday. But they came out flat. 
The loss, a 3-2 loss, is rather concerning. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

In the Edmonton Oilers 6-1 win over the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday, 
forward Leon Draisaitl not only scored his 50th goal of the season but 
also registered his 100th point of the season. Connor McDavid scored his 
40th goal in the win as well. (NHL) 

Welcome to your new home for New York Islanders breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to NYHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Christian Arnold and the National Hockey Now network. 
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Islanders Fans and Twitter Rally for Mike Bossy - New York Islanders 
Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

Back in October of 2021, New York Islanders legend and Hockey Hall of 
Famer Mike Bossy announced that he had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer. In an open letter to the hockey community, Bossy remained 
strong. 

“I can assure you that I intend to fight with the determination that you 
have seen me display on the ice and in my game. That same 
determination that helped me achieve my dreams,” Bossy wrote. 
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Unfortunately, it seems that Mike Bossy’s fight is coming to an end. 
Although there has not been an official announcement on his health, it 
appears that Mike Bossy is in palliative care. 

Hearing that HOF legend Mike Bossy is in palliative care. Had the 
chance to watch him on TV when he was a hockey analyst on TVA 
Sports. Truly blessed to have witness one of the great! Sending prayers 
to his family  #isles #legend #fuckcancer #mikebossy #NHL 
pic.twitter.com/3j3aZmNHLK 

— Emricka Moreau (@mrika99) April 3, 2022 

Upon hearing the news, New York Islanders fans and hockey fans took 
to Twitter to share their fondest memories of Mike Bossy and send 
prayers for the 65-year old legend. 

Called my folks today to talk about Mike Bossy. When I was growing up, 
they talked about him so much and we went to the Coli so often, I 
thought he was a relative, I thought they knew him. That’s what growing 
up an #isles fan is like. You’re family. Our prayers are with him. 

— MTaish (@mrscraigiscray) April 3, 2022 

Full-on existential panic for the well-being of someone I’ve met but once, 
but who was the reason I abandoned my hometown hockey team to 
cheer on another before I was even 10 years old. 

Hearing Mike Bossy’s health has taken a dire turn. He’s fighting lung 
cancer. #Isles pic.twitter.com/gnHnnn2CKN 

— Len Lumbers (@thegoldenyear) April 2, 2022 

Prayers for @NYIslanders legend Mike Bossy. #isles    
pic.twitter.com/6LDxqGvQTM 

— SP19hockey (@SP19hockey) April 2, 2022 

Here's Mike Bossy's first NHL goal in 1977.. What came after was one of 
the greatest and most consistent goal scoring careers in NHL history.. 
#MikeBossy Mike Bossy #isles #lgi #Champion 
pic.twitter.com/qg8a2Liws9 

— Old Hockey Cards (@oldhockeycards) April 4, 2022 

Drafted 15th overall by the New York Islanders in the 1977 NHL Draft, 
Mike Bossy went on to play 10 seasons on the island, before a back 
injury forced him to retire at the young age of 30. 

Besides playing a part in the New York Islanders Dynasty from 1980 to 
1983, in which they won four straight Stanley Cups, Mike Bossy recorded 
nine straight seasons of 50 or more goals to start his career, scoring 60 
or more in five of them. 

In 752 career games, Bossy lit the lamp 573 times, with 533 assists for 
1,126 points. 

In 129 career playoff games, no. 22 scored 85 goals and recorded 75 
assists. 

Bossy’s .792 goals per game still stands as the highest number ever 
achieved by a player in NHL history. 

His scoring ability was on display as soon as he entered the NHL in 
1977. He put together a 53-goal rookie campaign during the 1977-78 
season, and won the Calder Trophy. 

Bossy won the Lady Byng three times (1982-83, 1983-84, 1985-86), an 
award given to the player that exhibits the best type of sportsmanship 
and gentlemanly conduct combined with a high standard of playing 
ability. 

In 1981, Bossy scored 50 goals in 50 games, becoming the second 
player to ever accomplish that feat. Only Maurice “Rocket” Richard had 
done it prior. 

He was awarded the Conn Smythe Trophy as the 1982 Playoff MVP, in 
which he had 17 goals and 10 assists in 19 games. 

In 1991, Mike Bossy was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame and in 2017 
was named one of the “100 Greatest Players” in NHL history. And on 
Mar. 3 of 1992, Bossy’s no. 22 went to the Nassau Coliseum rafters. 

Islanders fans lost Clark Gillies and Jean Potvin earlier this season. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mike Bossy, his family, and his friends 
at this time. 
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Ducks’ Max Jones seems unlikely to return this season 

 

Elliott Teaford3-4 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

IRVINE — More and more, it seems unlikely left wing Max Jones will play 
again this season. He would like to, of course, after sitting out for 68 
games because of a torn chest muscle suffered Oct. 18. The Ducks 
would rather he not risk a setback and that he come back fresh next 
season. 

A final decision is expected to be made in the next few days. 

Jones joined the Ducks for their practice Monday at Great Park Ice, 
wearing a red, no-contact jersey and participating only in the skating, 
passing and shooting portions of their 40-minute workout. He hasn’t been 
cleared for contact and he might not be before the season ends. 

“I think it’s going to be a stretch that he plays again this season,” Ducks 
coach Dallas Eakins said. “I don’t want to totally commit to that, but he’s 
cleared for non-contact practice. We wanted to get him out with the team 
as fast as we could just for his mental health.” 

Additionally, Jones, 24, will accompany the Ducks on their four-game trip 
that begins Saturday in Philadelphia and continues with games against 
Carolina, Florida and Tampa Bay. He was hurt during what appeared to 
be a routine battle for position in front of the net during the Ducks’ victory 
at Calgary. 

Jones was limited to skating on his own until Monday. 

“He can skate when we skate,” Eakins said. “He just gets to be around 
his teammates. That kid has been in jail all year. I don’t want to commit to 
it (sidelining him for the final 11 games), but that starts to be the 
conversation. Let’s say he’s cleared in 10 days and there’s two weeks left 
in the season, is it worth risking it now? If we were in a playoff spot or a 
playoff push, that’s a different conversation.” 

TERRY UPDATE 

The Ducks were still uncertain about the extent of the injuries right wing 
Troy Terry suffered during Friday’s game against the Arizona Coyotes, 
when he was punched repeatedly in the face by Jay Beagle. Terry was 
scheduled to be examined by an eye specialist Monday afternoon. 

He said he “felt a lot better” as he walked past a reporter on the way to 
his car in the parking lot at Great Park Ice. His left eye was still swollen 
and the cuts above, below and to the side of his eye were still in the 
process of healing. It was unclear when he might be given the OK to 
play. 

“We’re not out of the woods yet with Troy Terry,” Eakins said of the 
Ducks’ leading scorer, who has 31 goals. “His eye is still really swollen. 
We’re trying to assess the damage that was done there, and it’s tough 
when it’s that swollen. We’re hoping that comes down over the next few 
days.” 

CROSSING THE LINE 
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No question, the Ducks objected to Beagle’s assault on Terry, believing it 
to have violated hockey’s “code” that calls for aggressors to cease 
fighting when an opponent is unable or unwilling to respond. Eakins had 
even more to say on the subject of targeting skilled players like Terry. 

“If you want to fight, then fight in your weight class,” Eakins said after 
Sunday’s loss to the Edmonton Oilers. “Fight somebody face to face. 
Don’t go prey on the skilled and the exciting players that our league is 
trying to promote. They’re the ones that bring the people to their feet.” 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 04.05.2022 
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Stephens: Are the Ducks being punished for 'skilling it up'? A nuanced 
look at Jay Beagle, Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras 

 

Eric Stephens12-15 minutes 04/04/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – Trevor Zegras pulled off his second lacrosse-style 
goal of a thrill-filled rookie season and increased the difficulty of it on 
Friday by wrapping his shot around teammate Sonny Milano and into the 
net. And that was the moment to talk about from the Ducks’ game at 
Arizona – on Hockey Twitter, on message boards and perhaps even in 
living rooms Friday night – until the final stages of a one-sided contest. 

Troy Terry took umbrage with a cross-check Jay Beagle gave Zegras as 
Anaheim was ending an 11-game losing streak and confronted Beagle. 
As Terry skated off the ice holding a towel to a bloodied left side of his 
face, the latest bit of sorcery from the 21-year-old Zegras in a 5-0 win 
was instantly shoved aside. The discussion turned into the roles Terry, 
Beagle and even Zegras played in an incident that left Terry with enough 
facial damage to force him out of the Ducks’ home game Sunday against 
Edmonton. 

Discussion has looked more like debate at times, with some lines being 
drawn. Shouldn’t Terry have known there might be ramifications for 
charging at Beagle, even if it was justifiable to stand up for a teammate? 
Shouldn’t Beagle have known the player coming at him has never 
dropped his gloves in his pro career — and didn’t do so during that scrap 
— and has been more about beating goalies with his shot than an 
opposing player with his fists? Should Terry have done a better job 
protecting himself and kept Beagle from throwing punches? Should 
Beagle have simply stopped when it was clear Terry wasn’t looking for a 
fight and couldn’t defend himself any more after being struck? 

It hasn’t stopped there. The picture of a bruised and stitched-up Terry – 
who has 31 goals and 57 points in a breakout season for the 24-year-old 
– peering out through a half-closed left eye circulating in social media 
have made for conversation fodder. A skilled young scorer who has been 
the best player on a team was beaten up by a plugger who had three 
inches and 25 pounds on him. 

Even as the Ducks moved on Sunday night, losing 6-1 to Edmonton, they 
really haven’t moved on. The sight of Terry looking as what Anaheim 
coach Dallas Eakins described as looking “like he was in a car accident” 
doesn’t really allow that just yet. 

“Yeah, we’re still upset about what happened,” said defenseman Cam 
Fowler, who had a front-row seat to L’Affaire Beagle on Friday night. “But 
that’s a different game, a different time, a different team.” 

"You don't punch a guy when he's down … it's humiliating and I think he 
should be f—g punished." 

Trevor Zegras sounded off on Jay Beagle after this scrum Friday. Beagle 
hit Troy Terry, who left the game with a deep cut on his face. 

The Ducks believe that Terry has avoided the kind of facial damage – 
namely an orbital bone fracture – that could put him out for weeks, if not 
the remainder of the season. Eakins said Terry will be examined again 
when the swelling goes down. 

But it was obvious that he would not be in condition to face the Oilers. 
“Disturbing that a guy was punished for skilling it up,” Eakins said. 

That was in reference to comments made by Coyotes television analyst 
Tyson Nash during the team’s broadcast Friday. It was a nod to the goal 
that Zegras scored, the kind that has created division itself, with some 
fans celebrating his ability to pull off such a difficult move with the puck 
while in motion but other fans wondering if that should be even 
considered legal in hockey. And there are some who would want Zegras’ 
teeth knocked out for even attempting “The Michigan.” 

The latter two are ridiculous but we all have our viewpoints. They’ve been 
certainly shared in the last 72 hours. After Terry came to his teammate’s 
defense and got hurt, Nash said on the Bally Sports Arizona broadcast, 
“That’s the problem sometimes with these young players. You want to 
embarrass guys and you want to skill it up? You better be prepared to get 
punched in the mouth.” 

On Sunday, Nash attempted to clarify his on-air remarks in a podcast 
hosted by longtime Coyotes beat reporter Craig Morgan, who writes for 
gophnx.com — heavy emphasis on “attempted.” 

Nash pointed out that he was between the benches Friday and had a 
clear view of everything that was caught on television along with what 
wasn’t. And the former NHL player noted that he loves what Zegras has 
brought to the game. Loves his cockiness. Loves his swagger. But he 
directed the genesis of all that occurred at the talented Anaheim rookie. 

“I’m all about the skill,” Nash said on the podcast. “That is not even close 
to the truth and what I was trying to say. All I was trying to say was the 
fact that – listen, this is a really skilled player. Instead of maybe saying if 
you want to skill it up, I should have said hot-dog it up. And maybe that 
would have been a better thing to say. Listen, this is a team that came in, 
they lost 11 games in a row. They’re winning 5-0 in the other team’s 
building. And what people don’t see and what they didn’t see, I did see. 

“It’s the smirks. It’s the celebration after the goals. It’s the taunting. It’s 
the smiling at the other team’s bench. And then it’s the poke. You poke 
the goalie. And, Craig, this has been going on for a thousand years in the 
National Hockey League. A thousand times a year it happens. You poke 
the goalie, usually something occurs afterwards. Why Trevor Zegras was 
in there poking the goalie in a 5-0 game is absolutely beyond me. And 
that’s all I said. If you’re going to do what you did throughout the game 
and with the smiling and the smirking, which I saw which doesn’t always 
show up on TV clearly, then that is what you have to be prepared for.” 

Take that in. I won’t transcribe the entire nine-minute interview here but 
essentially Nash said that Beagle was in the right to give Zegras a cross-
check when the center jabbed at Arizona goalie Josef Korenar and then 
Terry had to be prepared for a response when he jumped at the 14-year 
veteran. 

Morgan asked Nash if he thought Beagle went too far and if he thought 
there was a point at which he should have backed off because it looked 
like Terry was vulnerable. 

“No,” Nash said. “Not at all. Not at all. When you are in a fight – which 
I’ve been in a lot of them – when someone comes at you and you get hit 
and cross-checked and then the stick drops, you start swinging. You start 
swinging for the fences because you are in full defense mode. Fight or 
flight. You are in one. And that was a situation. I don’t even think Jay 
Beagle knew it was Troy Terry.” 

It had me pondering my own questions as I tried to look at the incident in 
a nuanced manner, even as many have drawn clear lines. If a player 
does engage, as Terry did to come to the aid of Zegras, should he be 
prepared for something bad happening to him once there is retaliation? 
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“I think going into a scrum at any point you have to be ready for some 
pushback,” Fowler said Sunday. “There certainly is a line that gets 
crossed when you continue to punch a defenseless player that still has 
his gloves on. It doesn’t really matter who you are in the league. You 
should know a lot better than that. 

“And there’s a variety of different things that should have happened to 
stop that from happening. On the player himself. I thought the linesmen 
could have done a better job of stopping that too. At the end of the day, 
you have a guy who wants nothing to do with a fight. You know that as 
another player. I just think the whole thing is inexcusable and he should 
know better.” 

There is also knowing that there is a line — knowing who your combatant 
is and knowing when it becomes readily apparent that the opponent is in 
a vulnerable position and is unable to respond. 

“Hockey’s a violent game,” said Zach Aston-Reese, a newly-acquired 
Duck who played with two of the most skilled players in the game in 
Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. “I don’t think fighting 
should be taken out of the game at any point. But at the same token, I 
think when a guy’s defenseless … It’s going to happen. It’s 5-0. I’m sure 
he was frustrated. Maybe he got a shot in or two. But just to keep 
pounding a guy like that…” 

Aston-Reese didn’t want to comment much more. He does feel that a 
person has to have what he called his “antenna” up when getting into a 
scrum. But, to him, a line was crossed and “the bell will be answered at 
some point.” 

“I think good pros know who’s on the ice all the time,” Eakins said. 
“You’re out there, you’re even aware of when there’s a change. Who’s 
come on the ice, who comes off the ice. And when you’re going into that 
scrum, you know who you’re going in there against. So, if we want to talk 
about this one in particular, I don’t know, there’s a loose puck and the 
goalie. We go in there. I hear we’ve been criticized because we went in 
for a loose puck during a game where – I guess there’s others that just 
think we should pull out and that’s it. My answer to that is we’re trying to 
teach our team really good habits right now. Stay on pucks. Stay on 
loose pucks. Go to the hard areas. 

“And we did that with our stick down. We weren’t trying to cause 
anything. We’re not trying to embarrass anyone. Now our guy gets 
hammered from behind and cross-checked. We’ve asked our guys to 
stick together. To not go in and fight but to go in and just have a scrum. 
Let everybody know that we’re there together. So, when Troy Terry went 
in there, I’m sure he knew who he was going in there against. There was 
no toughness on the ice really. So, I don’t think he should have been 
worried about anything. He should go in and kind of scrum it up and 
that’s it. There was no one to fear. There was no Sam Carrick on the ice. 
Let’s think about tonight. There was no Zack Kassian on the ice. But one 
of their players decided that, hey – he saw who was on the ice and I think 
he saw a great opportunity that he can be the tough guy now. 

“Do you have to be prepared going in? Yeah, I think so. But I’m not sure 
there was that much to be prepared for.” 

In Eakins’s eyes, Beagle saw an opportunity and took full advantage of a 
smaller player. “But what’s interesting to me,” Eakins said, “is that same 
young man that took advantage of us – I had a video sent to me 
yesterday of him fighting somebody that was actually tough, and he didn’t 
fare so well. 

“If you want to fight, then fight in your weight class. Fight somebody face 
to face. Don’t go prey on the skilled and the exciting players that our 
league is trying to promote. They’re the ones that bring the people to 
their feet.” 

Narratives are formed in something like this, and they are often clung to 
with a mental vise-grip. The league should be celebrating skill. The 
league is getting too soft. That player got involved when he shouldn’t 
have and simply paid an unfortunate price. That player went completely 
too far and violated the “code.” 

Personally, I enjoy a good hit as much as a pretty goal and don’t want the 
physical element taken out of the game. I also realize fights occur in the 
heat of the battle but, as I put my fan hat on, I don’t feel there needs to 
be one in a game to make it entertaining. I’m also just as blown away at a 
play that most of the people on the planet can’t pull off when it happens. 
And I’m also not an arbiter of how the “code” should be followed when 
the temperature rises between aggrieved parties. 

I’ll just let those who are really in the know speak to that. 

“There’s obviously plenty of guys in this league who don’t mind mixing it 
up and dropping the gloves,” Fowler said. “There are times when things 
get out of hand, and it ends up being a full-on melee and you have to do 
what you got to do to defend yourself. There are also times where you 
may have a guy who is much tougher that is in that situation. There’s 
enough respect in this league amongst players that if someone’s 
defenseless, you got to move on. You send your message. I’m here if 
you want any part of it. 

“But at the end of the day, you can’t force anybody to fight, and you 
certainly can’t continue to beat up on someone who clearly is 
defenseless and wants nothing to do with that.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.05.2022 

1240813 Websites 

 

LeBrun: We asked all 32 NHL head coaches for their top-three Norris 
Trophy winners 

 

Pierre LeBrun 04/04/2022 

 

If our poll of the NHL’s 32 head coaches is a sign of things to come for 
selected voting members of the Professional Hockey Writers’ 
Association, we are headed for a mighty close Norris Trophy race. 

Roman Josi edged Cale Makar by a slim margin in voting I conducted by 
all 32 head coaches this past weekend, while Victor Hedman was a solid 
third with no other blueliner even coming close to the top three vote-
getters. 

Selected members of the PHWA actually put down five names on their 
official Norris Trophy ballots (voting is normally done in the final week of 
the regular season just ahead of the playoffs). 

I asked NHL head coaches via text message for their Nos. 1-2-3 ballot 
for the NHL’s most outstanding defenceman this season as it currently 
sits with three and a half weeks left in the regular season. The choice 
represented a tough call for many of the respondents, and some 
reserved the right to change their minds once the regular season is over 
because the choice between Josi and Makar was that close for a lot of 
them. 

But it was an interesting snapshot in this moment in time to be sure. 

The final tally, based on 3-2-1 scoring — three points for a first-place 
vote, two points for a second-place vote and one point for a third-place 
vote: 

Josi, 71 points (15 first-place votes, 11 second-place votes, four third-
place votes) 

Makar, 67 points (11 first-place votes, 14 second-place votes, six third-
place votes) 

Hedman, 44 points (six first-place votes, four second-place votes, 18 
third-place votes) 
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Aaron Ekblad received a pair of second-place votes and it’s pretty clear 
had he not gotten injured last month, that tally would have been higher. I 
get a feeling he would have made it a four-man race. 

Mackenzie Weeger also got a second-place vote while Devon Toews, 
Charlie McAvoy and Adam Fox received third-place votes. I was a bit 
surprised McAvoy didn’t get a few more votes, although again, who do 
you take off from a three-player ballot? 

One coach’s ballot only had two names on it, Josi and Makar, because 
he felt no one else deserved to be in the same company as them this 
season. 

“Josi number 1 and Makar number 2. No one else close this year,’’ the 
head coach texted. “Josi has dragged that team into a playoff position.’’ 

Here’s some other commentary from some of the head coaches, in return 
for anonymity, after they submitted their ballots to me: 

From a coach who had Josi-Makar-Hedman on his ballot: 

“1. Josi — epic season. MVP candidate as well! Nashville (is) not in the 
playoffs without him. Cannot say that about (the) other two D-men. 

2. Makar drives offence. 

3. Hedman — all-purpose defenceman.” 

From another coach who voted Josi-Makar-Hedman: 

“Very tough choice with all three guys! I believe Josi is playing at a level 
this year that is historic — when you look at his numbers, etc., he is in 
(the) all-time greats categories! Also the impact he has on Nashville … 
he drives the team Nashville is. (It is) not in playoff contention without 
him. I believe Tampa and Colorado would still be playoff teams if Makar 
or Hedman were not there. Josi drives Nashville.” 

From a coach who went Hedman-Makar-Josi (and clearly spoke to his 
assistant coaches as well before texting back, which is awesome): 

“We just feel Hedman is all-around the best defenceman. Great stick 
defensively and, obviously, offensively is fantastic.” 

From a coach who went Makar-Josi-Hedman: 

“I hate for it to become just about points, as I think there is so much more 
to being an elite defenceman, but those three have incredible impacts on 
the game when you play them.” 

One coach went Makar-Josi-Hedman but added the qualifier that it’s 
definitely Makar if he gets to 30 goals and it’s Josi if he gets to 100 
points. (He didn’t say what would happen with his vote if both those 
things came true!): 

“1. Makar (Goals push him ahead and his defence has greatly improved 
and (he) is now playing a lot more physical). 

2. Josi (Nashville’s best player every night). 

3. Hedman (Maybe not as dynamic as the other two but a winner, leader 
and most steady of all.” 

This following coach went Makar-Ekblad-Fox — one of only two coaches 
to leave Josi off his ballot altogether, although he clearly likes the player: 

“Definitely no argument against Josi … (But) I believe this award should 
follow into the realm of what baseball has done with their awards for the 
most part … dive deeper than pure old-school numbers or at least mix 
them together. For me, the tough matchups these guys get every night 
and what they produce (when) expected is the reason they are above 
Josi.” 

From a coach who went Makar-Josi-Hedman: 

“(On Makar) Big minutes, all situations, in on a third of their goals, (a) 
Scott Niedermayer clone. Josi is the leader of Nashville (and) drives the 
team. Hedman is gearing up for playoffs so numbers are there but not 
(his) overall game yet.” 

From yet another coach who went Josi-Makar-Hedman: 

“Josi — having a great year is committed to defence as much as his 
impact offensively. 

Makar — (I’m) so impressed with his offensive ability. 

Hedman — he is so hard to play against. The combination of size, 
strength, and skating ability allows him to be such a dominant 
defenceman on both sides of the puck. He has a great two-way game.’’ 

Here’s a coach who went Hedman-Makar-Josi: 

“1. Hedman — He does it all better than anyone else. 

2. Makar — His ability to dictate a game with the puck due to his skating 
ability and intelligence has been dominant. 

3. Josi — Outstanding, has taken his team on his back in many respects. 
I just can’t get him ahead of the other two.” 

And finally, the most intriguing ballot submitted, and only the second one 
without Josi on it (nor Makar!): 

“1. Hedman 

2. Weever 

3. McAvoy” 

When I told him he was certainly bucking the trend and I enjoy an 
independent mind, the coach responded: “I’ve never understood why we 
judge DEFENCEmen based on what they do on OFFENCE.’’ 

I get where he’s coming from and for many years now there have been 
some fellow hockey writers who have argued the NHL should have a top 
defensive defenceman award to balance out the offensively-minded 
Norris Trophy. 

Having said that, looking at their total game this season, it’s hard to 
argue with any combination of Josi, Makar and Hedman in any top three 
for the Norris Trophy this season, although a healthy Ekblad would have 
changed that dynamic to a degree. It’ll be interesting to see how many 
five-name ballots the likes of McAvoy and Toews might also hit when the 
PHWA voting is conducted. 

I, myself, am going to wait until after the regular season is over to make 
my final Norris Trophy decision, because I do think it’s that close right 
now. 
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ESPN / NHL insiders on must-see matchups, playoff races, players to 
watch this week 

 

NHL Insiders 

 

With dozens of NHL games on tap in the next seven days -- and much 
movement in the playoff races remaining prior to the final day of the 
regular season on April 29 -- it's hard to know which games you should 
be most closely monitoring. 

We've gathered our panel of experts to break down all the big topics in 
the short term, including their take on the best playoff race, predictions 
for two key matchups this week -- Minnesota Wild vs. Nashville Predators 
and New York Rangers vs. Pittsburgh Penguins -- and more. 

What's at the top of your must-see list this week? 

Emily Kaplan, NHL reporter: I'm looking forward to watching the Frozen 
Four this week (Thursday and Saturday on ESPN2/ESPNU/ESPN+) for 
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great college hockey, and also some NHL implications. The expectation 
is that Michigan's Owen Power will sign in Buffalo following the 
tournament, meaning we could see the No. 1 pick of the 2021 NHL draft 
debut this season. 

Meanwhile, Minnesota forward Ben Meyers is the prize undrafted college 
free agent getting the most buzz, especially after his overtime winner 
dethroned UMass. Meyers has been on NHL teams' radars for a while, 
but his stock rose this February at the Olympics, where he had four 
points in four games for Team USA, including a goal against Canada. 
We'll see where he ends up, but the Wild and Detroit Red Wings are 
among the teams I know are pursuing Meyers. 

Victoria Matiash, NHL analyst: The shuffling in the Atlantic Division has 
my attention. The Lightning battle the Leafs and Bruins. Florida hosts 
Toronto. All but the Panthers play four games. Boston's schedule 
appears relatively agreeable (barring the Tampa visit). Aleksander 
Barkov, Claude Giroux & Co. still (likely) hold the top spot in the division 
by Sunday, but by what margin? In a group in which home-ice advantage 
in the playoffs could make the difference between packing it in and 
moving on, every period feels heavy now. Just typing this out has me 
smiling in anticipation. 

Arda Ocal, NHL host: Another vote for the Frozen Four as the big-ticket 
item. Beyond that, I'm loving the Hart Trophy race this season. Auston 
Matthews, Connor McDavid, Jonathan Huberdeau, Roman Josi ... there 
are so many great options. I'm still on Team Igor Shesterkin, however. 
Nobody is more singularly valuable to the success of his team in the NHL 
this season than the Rangers' netminder. I truly wonder if it's time to 
make the Ted Lindsay Award the "MVP" trophy, because it's the "most 
outstanding player" voted on by the players, but that's a conversation for 
another roundtable. 

Kristen Shilton, NHL reporter: It's the Rocket Richard Trophy race for me. 
Auston Matthews vs. Leon Draisaitl. The Maple Leafs have four games, 
and the Edmonton Oilers have four games. How much jockeying will 
there be for that top spot by the end of this week? It feels as if they go tit 
for tat every night, and it's truly enthralling to watch two of the best 
players in the game duking it out from afar. 

I'll also be keeping my eye on some critical Pacific Division matchups, 
including Calgary at L.A. on Monday and Edmonton at L.A. on Thursday. 
The Kings have made a surprising push up the Pacific standings and, 
while they have games in hand, both Edmonton and Calgary will be 
trying to keep pace. Those games could go a long way in determining 
how that division is seeded come playoff time. 

Greg Wyshynski, NHL reporter: I've got the Dallas Stars in my eyes this 
week. FiveThirtyEight had them at an 89% chance of making the playoffs 
heading into their game against the Seattle Kraken on Sunday. They'll 
enter Tuesday's game against the New York Islanders at home with three 
games in hand on the Vegas Golden Knights, with whom they're in an 
intense wild-card race. It's the start of a season-defining stretch for 
Dallas: 10 of their past 14 games of the season are at home, including 
six of their next seven games. This week, they have the Islanders 
(Tuesday), Toronto Maple Leafs (Thursday) and New Jersey Devils 
(Saturday) at home before leaving for a quick trip to Chicago on Sunday. 
Next week, it's home games against the Tampa Bay Lightning, San Jose 
Sharks and Wild. 

The Stars are in the driver's seat for a playoff berth. Money Puck actually 
gives them slightly greater odds of finishing in the first wild-card spot than 
the second. Which would mean avoiding the Colorado Avalanche in the 
first round. Heed the words of Calgary coach Darryl Sutter: "If you are a 
wild-card team, I sure as hell don't want to play Colorado in the first 
round, because it's going to be a waste of eight days." 

What will you be watching in Wild-Predators on Tuesday? (8 p.m. ET, 
ESPN+) 

Kaplan: I like Minnesota here if these two teams meet in the postseason. 
It could be a series of excellent goaltending. Juuse Saros has been 
underrated but superb this season, while Marc-Andre Fleury has the 

capabilities of totally locking in and shutting down a team in a playoff 
series. (And the Wild have an extremely capable backup in Cam Talbot.) 
Minnesota, in my mind, is a more complete team. And the fact the Wild 
declared themselves "all-in" -- because of the pending cap crunch 
beginning next season -- gives them a sense of urgency, too. 

Matiash: I'm still utterly weirded out seeing MAF in a Wild sweater. The 
move to Vegas was strange enough, if normalized over time, then we 
were asked to accept the shortened trip through Chicago. Now this? Still, 
this was one of my favorite moves ahead of the trade deadline. 
Minnesota is my new sleeper choice in the West, behind Colorado and 
Calgary, largely based on their strong tandem team between the pipes. 
So yeah, I want to see how the smiliest NHLer of recent years fares 
against a true Western challenger after sticking it to three Eastern 
Conference squads with his new team. 

Ocal: The milestone races in Minnesota. Kirill "The Thrill" Kaprizov just 
surpassed the record for most points by a Wild player in a season, which 
was held for over a decade by Marian Gaborik (83, which really just goes 
to show you how the paradigm of offense has truly changed in 
Minnesota). There has never been a top-10 NHL scorer on the Wild 
roster at the end of the season; Kaprizov is currently sitting at sixth. He 
has scored 39 goals this season, and 21 of them have been assisted by 
his linemate Mats Zuccarello, who has 49 apples on the season; one 
more would tie him for most assists by a Wild player in a season. All of 
this to say, it's been a good year for breaking team records in the State of 
Hockey. 

Shilton: Minnesota lost its first two games against Nashville this season 
by a combined 11-4. That's a wild (pun intended) stat. However, 
Minnesota is in a different place now than they have been all season. 
Marc-Andre Fleury is in the mix. The team has just ripped through an 
impressive seven-game win streak. So first, I'll be watching on Tuesday 
how Minnesota exorcizes whatever demonic hold Nashville has had over 
it thus far. Then, it's all about Kirill Kaprizov. He has flown under the 
radar as one of the NHL's most dynamic scorers lately (six goals in his 
past five games). Kaprizov has never scored against Nashville, either. 
Intriguing! 

As for who would win in a playoff series, the Predators have the edge 
going into Tuesday given how they've dominated Minnesota to date. But 
can they sustain that success? We'll watch to find out. 

Wyshynski: The number of "must-see" players in the NHL continues to 
grow each season -- Minnesota certainly has one in Kaprizov. It's rare 
that a defenseman fits that description, but the reason I'll watch this 
game is named Roman Josi, who is putting together one of the greatest 
seasons for a defenseman in NHL history. Josi has a 1.23 points-per-
game average through 66 games, the highest for any defenseman this 
season. It would be the highest average since Ray Bourque in 1993-94 
(1.26) and would rank as the 19th highest in NHL history, joining the six 
Hall of Fame defensemen who established these previous achievements. 
It's entirely possible that Josi could hit that mark this season and still end 
up losing the Norris Trophy to Cale Makar, who is steps behind this 
offensive pace and maybe even a little better defensively. But Josi will 
have my attention against Minnesota. 

I'd take Minnesota in a playoff series. Analytically, it has been the 
second-best defensive team in the NHL in terms of expected goals 
against (2.16 per 60 minutes at even strength heading into Sunday). The 
problem -- for two seasons -- had been goaltending, and so far Fleury 
looks like the solution. Nashville's advantage on the power play would be 
mitigated in the postseason, too. I'll take the Wild's depth and defense, 
with the acknowledgement that goalie Juuse Saros can win a series on 
his own for Nashville if he plays as he has in the regular season. 

What will you be watching in Rangers-Penguins on Thursday? (7 p.m. 
ET, ESPN+) 

Kaplan: This one is tough to handicap. The Rangers are one of the few 
teams this season that have a goaltender who can absolutely steal a 
playoff series. Shesterkin is having a moment, introducing himself as the 
potential successor to Andrei Vasilevskiy for the title of Best Goalie on 
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Earth. All of his underlying stats are absurd. I also think the Rangers 
made smart depth moves at the trade deadline -- adding Andrew Copp, 
Justin Braun, Tyler Motte -- which give them a bit more grit and make 
them a tougher playoff out. But when I think of the Rangers, I think of 
youth. They're still so green. 

I've been on broadcasts for more Penguins games than any other team 
this season. And every time I see them -- from opening night to, most 
recently, last Saturday in Colorado -- I walk away impressed. This is a 
veteran, savvy team that's sneaky deep. The players are extremely well 
coached and already have a tough-to-play-against mentality. And 
perhaps most importantly, they're getting the goaltending this year from a 
resurgent Tristan Jarry. So I lean Pittsburgh here. 

Matiash: I want to see how Evgeni Malkin and Pittsburgh newbie Rickard 
Rakell build on their growing chemistry against a legitimate rival. That 
second line will have to be in optimum form if there's a chance of beating 
New York in the postseason. The Rangers are faster and employ this 
year's probable Vezina Trophy winner in the crease. Right now I have 
N.Y. in seven, but we've got a ways to go. 

Ocal: See above for my whole spiel about Igor deserving the Hart. Other 
than that, will this be the game Chris Kreider gets to 50 goals? What an 
incredible season he is having, finding his touch in front of the net and on 
the power play. Besides goals, Kreider is also very close to reaching the 
point-per-game mark for the first time in his career. 

Shilton: There is a seriously intriguing goaltending matchup here 
between Igor Shesterkin and Tristan Jarry. We've all waxed poetic about 
the incredible season Shesterkin is having for the Rangers, and it seems 
the better an opponent, the better he plays. Jarry has been no slouch this 
year, either -- but New York has had his number. He has been on the 
losing end of Pittsburgh's past two meetings against the Rangers, giving 
up a combined eight goals. I want to see how he bounces back after 
having just faced New York on March 29 in a hard-fought effort. 

Now, come playoffs? It's the goaltending again that would tell the story 
between these clubs (or, frankly, any team going up against New York). If 
Shesterkin is on his game, it would be tough for the Penguins to grind 
him down night after night in a series. 

Wyshynski: It's my long-standing belief that we take Sidney Crosby for 
granted. That's understandable: Regular-season accomplishment for 
Pittsburgh and for its captain is almost a default setting for the NHL. It's 
the most playoff-centric of the major professional team sports, and the 
Penguins haven't won a playoff series since 2018. So we watch a season 
like the one Sid's piecing together -- 72 points in 58 games -- and it 
doesn't pop like other offensive campaigns. But know this: Since posting 
a four-point hat-trick game against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Jan. 
21, only five players have amassed more points (45) than Crosby has in 
that stretch. He knows the value of home ice in a series against the 
Rangers, too. 

Home-ice advantage or not, I'm taking Pittsburgh in a playoff series 
against the Rangers. While New York has slowly improved its 5-on-5 
play, the Penguins remain the superior team at even strength and have a 
penalty kill that can mitigate the Rangers' incredible power play -- which 
itself will be limited by playoff officiating. I will leap on the soapbox and 
declare that the Penguins would have defeated the Islanders in last 
year's playoffs were it not for Jarry's performance. Provided he's the guy 
we've seen for the last several months and not the goalie we saw last 
postseason, they'll advance. 

What player are you paying the most attention to this week? 

Kaplan: Robin Lehner. He has been sidelined with upper- and lower-body 
injuries, and with Laurent Brossoit also out, the Golden Knights are riding 
their third-string goaltender, Logan Thompson. The 25-year-old has 
steadied the ship over the past week, which has afforded Lehner more 
time to recover. But now Lehner is healthy enough to earn a start on 
Sunday, and he saved 26 of 28 shots in a 3-2 OT victory against 
Vancouver. How this all unfolds -- and the quality of goaltending the 
desperate Golden Knights receive -- will be fascinating down the stretch. 

Matiash: Jack Eichel. If he continues to put the puck in the net like he did 
this past week, Vegas just might elbow its broken self into the playoffs 
after all. 

Ocal: Phil Kessel, because I am deeply invested in the active NHL iron 
man streak. With Keith Yandle's streak ending this weekend at the hands 
of a healthy scratch against Toronto, will Kessel play 21 more games and 
take over the record? It also brings me great joy that for all the ribbing 
Kessel has faced, this is now the face of durability and longevity in the 
world's biggest and toughest hockey league. 

Shilton: I have to go with Auston Matthews here, too. How can you not 
want to keep tabs? He's headed toward breaking Toronto's single-
season goal-scoring record, which has stood for over 40 years. Can he 
pass Rick Vaive and hit 55 goals before the week's out? Especially when 
the Leafs have Florida, Tampa and Dallas on the schedule? It'll be a 
challenge but one Matthews has to be excited about. 

Wyshynski: Calgary Flames forward Johnny Gaudreau has been on a 
heater lately with 12 points in his past six games, including that five-point 
night against the Oilers. What intrigues me about him this week is that 
the Flames are hitting the road for four games, through California and up 
to Seattle. Johnny Hockey has devoured his home cooking with a 1.44 
points-per-game average in Calgary, the fifth-best rate leaguewide for a 
player at his home arena. That 1.44 drops to 1.25 on the road, 10th best 
in the league. Again, it's not like his points dry up when the Flames start 
racking up hotel stays. But I'm interested to see how he performs -- 
especially Monday night against the Kings, who aren't quite out of the 
division title picture yet. 

What is the most exciting playoff race right now? 

Kaplan: The Western Conference wild card. I'm specifically curious to 
see if the Golden Knights, with all of their injury drama, high-profile 
acquisitions and must-win attitude, will hang on to a playoff spot. I really 
believe we're destined for one of the most unpredictable and exciting first 
rounds this year. But first we have to see who will be there, and in the 
West that is hardly decided. 

It's hard to handicap, with the bubble teams all playing an uneven 
number of games to this point, and it seems like every team on the cusp 
(Edmonton, Nashville, Dallas, Vegas, Winnipeg) has played strong lately. 
No idea how it all shakes out. 

Matiash: I'm with Emily. The will-they/won't-they narrative in Vegas 
fascinates me. After Sunday's tilt with Vancouver, the Golden Knights 
face the Canucks again Wednesday before hosting the Coyotes on 
Saturday. Another matchup with Van City awaits them the following 
Tuesday. All winnable games. Another run of victories, after their recent 
ride of success, and the fewer games in hand might not matter. We could 
still see somewhat healthy versions of Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty and 
Reilly Smith in the postseason after all. 

Ocal: Absolutely the West wild card, but I'll also highlight the Central 
Division. Dallas and Nashville could make a sprint to the finish and jump 
into the top three, especially if St. Louis falters. This is high drama that 
could play out all the way until the final day of the regular season. 

Shilton: The Atlantic Division. There is an excellent team among the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins that will 
end up in a wild-card slot, and that could end up being very good for 
them, or very bad for whomever they're up against. Watching how those 
three are sliding in and out of spots will be fun. 

Wyshynski: To put a fine point on Kristen's choice: It's whether the Maple 
Leafs will have to play Boston and whether the hockey gods will gift us 
the Florida Panthers vs. the Lightning in the first round of the Eastern 
Conference playoffs. We'd need a few things to fall into place for that to 
happen -- like the Carolina Hurricanes winning the conference, for 
example, which would give the Panthers a first-round series against the 
first wild-card team. But this is the ideal playoff scenario. 

The Maple Leafs, seeking to win a playoff round for the first time since 
2004, would face their most infamous playoff tormentors in the Bruins. 
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Either the agony is prolonged or the Leafs begin a magical Stanley Cup 
journey by overcoming their nemesis like the Capitals did in 2018 against 
the Penguins. 

Meanwhile, the Panthers vs. Lightning rivalry is the best one in the NHL 
right now, marrying quality of play with real animosity. This playoff race 
doesn't have the do-or-die stakes of the West's wild-card scramble -- 
such is life in the Eastern Conference, whose field has basically been set 
since the All-Star break -- but for maximum playoff drama, hopefully this 
is how it plays out. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Previewing Flames-Kings, Maple Leafs-
Lightning 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

After another busy weekend around the NHL, the Monday slate is a short 
one with just four games on the docket, although six of the eight teams 
are currently in playoff position. The most captivating matchups are 
intradivisional clashes, with Maple Leafs-Lightning at 7:30 p.m. ET, 
followed by Flames-Kings at 10:30. 

The Leafs and Lightning are trading spots seemingly daily in the No. 2 
vs. No. 3 matchup in the Atlantic Division, and the clubs have each won 
one game against the other thus far this season. Both teams enter the 
game on a relatively hot pace, with the Lightning 6-3-1 in their past 10 
games and the Leafs 7-3-0 in theirs. 

Out in the Pacific Division, the Kings and Flames haven't been quite as 
hot in their respective past 10 contests, and this will be the final game 
between the two clubs after they also split the opening two rounds. A win 
for the Kings will help them stave off the Edmonton Oilers in the seeding 
for the No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup, while the Flames are pushing to 
distance themselves from everyone atop the division. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Vegas Golden Knights 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Los Angeles Kings vs. P3 Edmonton Oilers 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available on ESPN+ 

Boston Bruins at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Arizona Coyotes at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Florida Panthers 5, Buffalo Sabres 3 

Ottawa Senators 5, Detroit Red Wings 2 

New York Islanders 4, New Jersey Devils 3 

Philadelphia Flyers 4, New York Rangers 3 (SO) 

Minnesota Wild 5, Washington Capitals 1 

Arizona Coyotes 3, Chicago Blackhawks 2 (OT) 

Vegas Golden Knights 3, Vancouver Canucks 2 (OT) 

Edmonton Oilers 6, Anaheim Ducks 1 

Seattle Kraken 4, Dallas Stars 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ TB (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: A3 
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Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. TOR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ CBJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Ottawa Senators 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. TB (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 17 

Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. BOS (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 79% 

Tragic number: 27 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. DET (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 18 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. SEA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ STL (Monday) 
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Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 14 

Next game: @ LA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CGY (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 82% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. VAN (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 60% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 16 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CGY (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 14 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 12 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ STL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 19 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 55 
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Regulation wins: 17 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 22 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Dallas Stars 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 25 
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ESPN / NHL Stanley Cup futures: Analyzing the top championship 
favorites 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL has reached the final month of its regular season, meaning the 
most wonderful tournament in professional sports -- at least in this 
hockey fanatic's perspective -- is nearly here. 

While the Stanley Cup playoffs are known for their unpredictability and 
dramatic swerves, there are some established betting favorites as the 
season heads into its final weeks. 

Here's a look at the five favorites, the likelihood of each of them winning 
the Cup and some alternative ways to profit from their playoff journeys. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Current Stanley Cup odds: +380 (Caesars) 

The Avalanche are heavy favorites in all facets of NHL futures betting. 
They're +130 to advance to the Stanley Cup Final out of the Western 
Conference -- BetMGM reports that nearly 50% of the handle on the 
Western Conference champion has been placed on the Avs. Their 
Stanley Cup Final odds have improved from +600 at the start of the 
season, when they were also the favorite. BetMGM says 32.3% of the 
handle for the Stanley Cup winner belongs to the Avalanche. 

But being the best regular-season team in the Western Conference 
doesn't portend much of anything for the postseason. The last team to 
lead the West in points and advance to the Stanley Cup Final was the 
2012-13 Chicago Blackhawks, in a lockout-shortened 48-game season. 
The last time a team accomplished it in a full 82-game season was the 
Vancouver Canucks in 2010-11. Maybe the Avalanche are due. Or 
maybe not. 

Florida Panthers 

Current Stanley Cup odds: +550 Caesars 

It's still stunning to think that a franchise that hasn't won a playoff round 
since 1996 has the second-lowest odds to win the Stanley Cup. I think it 
says more about the state of the Eastern Conference than anything else. 
The Panthers aren't just the best offensive team in the NHL this season -- 
their 4.12 goals per game make them the highest-scoring team in the 
NHL since the 1995-96 Pittsburgh Penguins (4.41). They defend pretty 
well, too: 2.90 goals against per game, putting them just outside of the 
top 10. 

The Cats added Flyers star Claude Giroux at the trade deadline, which 
only fueled their status as conference favorites -- they're now +240 to win 
the East. But his addition and that of defenseman Ben Chiarot speaks to 
the only reservation we have with the Panthers: lack of playoff proof of 
concept for the majority of their players. Well, that and reliable 
goaltending. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Current Stanley Cup odds: +900 Caesars 

The Lightning opened at +750 at the start of the season and account for 
just 6.4% of the handle on Stanley Cup champions at BetMGM. While 
this speaks to the enormity of the challenge of their attempt to three-peat 
as NHL champions, it still feels like the Lightning might be a little 
undervalued here. They're a proven commodity, while other teams are 
still waiting for their breakthrough. It might seem like there are a lot of 
miles on these players after two straight championship runs, but those 
wins came after truncated regular seasons. Getting them at +900 when 
their conference championship odds are at +400? There's value there. 

Calgary Flames 

Current Stanley Cup odds: +900 Caesars 

The Flames are the clear second choice in the West behind the 
Avalanche, hauling in 18.6% of the handle for Western Conference 
champion according to BetMGM. It's pretty easy to understand why: 
They're seventh in team offense, second in team defense and are 
analytically superior to the Avalanche in everything from puck possession 
to share of scoring chances to expected goals percentage. Coach Darryl 
Sutter won two Stanley Cups with the Los Angeles Kings, and has a 
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team in Calgary that can match their grinding defensive style even if 
there's no Drew Doughty on their defense. 

If you're looking for something beyond conference and Cup 
championships, here's a fun wager: BetMGM is one of the places offering 
a "USA or Canada" prop bet. Betting that a Canadian team will win the 
Stanley Cup -- something that hasn't happened since 1993, mind you -- 
gets you +400 odds. It also gets you the Flames and the Toronto Maple 
Leafs -- although spreading some dough on the Leafs to win the Cup for 
the first time since 1967 at +1200 would certainly be more profitable. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Current Stanley Cup odds: +1000 Caesars 

The Hurricanes are the best defensive team in the NHL (2.35 goals 
against per game) and a respectable ninth in goals per game. They've 
got an outstanding coach in Rod Brind'Amour, forwards who can score 
and a strong defense corps in front of goalie Frederik Andersen, who, it 
should be noted, has a career save percentage of .916 in the playoffs. 
They're a solid team in almost every facet. They could break through to 
win the conference (+450), but are they missing that veteran forward to 
push them over the top, whom the Panthers may have acquired in 
Giroux? 

One interesting wager that involves the Hurricanes: BetMGM offers a 
prop on which division will produce the Stanley Cup champion. The 
Metropolitan (+360) gets you the Canes, Penguins, Rangers and Capitals 
in an Eastern Conference that's a bit more wide open than the odds 
would indicate. 

Beyond the chalk, we remain intrigued by the Minnesota Wild (+1800) to 
win the Stanley Cup, now that Marc-Andre Fleury appears to have 
plugged their goaltending hole. 

Trick or Trend 

Vegas Golden Knights, 3rd period over 

According to Chris Otto's numbers, the Golden Knights' games have 
gone over 1.5 goals in the third period in 13 straight games, the longest 
streak in the league. The Knights are 15th in the league in third-period 
goals (78) but are 23rd in third-period defense (82 goals). There's no 
denying the streak, which continued when they blew a two-goal third-
period lead to the Canucks on Sunday night. But we'll say this is a Trick, 
as the return of goalie Robin Lehner and some healthy players this 
month should get the Knights back to their defensive ways late in games. 
They were the third-best defensive team in third period last season. 

St. Louis Blues puck line 

The best team on the puck line this season? The St. Louis Blues, winning 
at a 60.3% clip. They hit on the puck line in four straight games and in six 
of their last nine games. The Blues are a "tweener" this season: Good 
enough to be heavily favored against non-playoff teams but not always a 
betting favorite against teams in the playoffs or on the bubble. Case in 
point: In their last four covers, three were as an underdog. We'll say this 
is a Trend, thanks in no small part to a team offense that ranks fifth in the 
NHL (3.57) and keeps them in games -- especially late in games, as the 
Blues have the third best third-period offense. 

Kirill Kaprizov shot props 

The Minnesota Wild star didn't register a shot on goal against the 
Washington Capitals on Sunday night, the first time all season he didn't 
register one in a game. Social media was filled with stunned prop bettors, 
no doubt still smarting from his game on Saturday night at Carolina, 
when he registered three shots on a 3.5 shot over/under. Ah, but therein 
lies the secret: Those games were on the road, where Kirill the Thrill 
averages 9.79 shots per 60 minutes in all situations. At home, that 
average jumps to 13.11 shots per 60! In the 31 games he's registered 
four more shots on goal, 20 have been in Minnesota. This, friends, is a 
Trend. The Wild have eight more home games. Get on it! 

ESPN LOADED: 04.05.2022 

1240817 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / By catching Vaive in a hurry, Maple Leafs’ Matthews 
proves ‘there’s no limit’ 

NHL Highlights: Maple Leafs 6, Lightning 2 

 

Luke Foxn April 4, 2022, 10:13 PM 

 

TAMPA – Rick Vaive would like to be in the building when Auston 
Matthews snaps his record. 

Well, the Leafs legend might need to scramble and catch a last-minute 
flight to Florida, because at the rate Matthews is rolling, the torch will not 
wait until the end of this road trip to get passed. 

“Impressive for sure, but I won’t be going on the road,” Vaive texted. “I 
will see him when they get back.” 

Gotta See It: Matthews caps off hat trick to tie Maple Leafs single season 
scoring record 

Matthews ripped No. 52, tipped No. 53, and scooped No. 54 Monday, 
powering the streaking Toronto Maple Leafs to a 6-2 victory over the 
Tampa Bay Lightning.  

Hats rained down on enemy ice, and Vaive finally got some company in 
his penthouse after 40 years alone at the top. 

“It means a lot to be in the same sentence as a guy like Rick Vaive and 
those other guys that have come before us and represent what it means 
to be a Toronto Maple Leaf,” Matthews said. 

“Extremely humbling.” 

'It's extremely humbling' Matthews on tying Maple Leafs' single-season 
goal record 

Matthews has goals in six straight, a ridiculous 47 goals in his past 47 
games, and needs but one more lamp to signal history. The Maple Leafs 
still have 13 games to play. 

“When you have that arsenal of weapons he has, and the way he shoots, 
I wouldn't be surprised if some time in his career he gets 70," Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. "That's how good of a scorer he is. 

“He shoots it from his ankles. He shoots it out wide. And just the release 
and the velocity is big-time. Plus, he's not afraid to shoot. That's why you 
get 50 and 60 goals a year. You don't care. You're going to keep 
shooting.” 

Matthews’ own coach, Sheldon Keefe, believes a number so seemingly 
outrageous still falls within the realm of possibility.  

"I just don't think you could ever put any sort of limitations on someone 
like him, with the ability that he has and the drive that he has," Keefe 
said.  

"It's pretty rare, obviously, to reach those [numbers], especially in this 
era. But there's no limit on what someone like him can do, because he's 
extremely driven and very talented and just seems to continue to get 
better." 

So does the team around him. 

In defeating the Lightning on their own ice, the Maple Leafs extended 
their win streak to five, over which they've scored 30 goals and produced 
convincing performances against each of their three greatest Atlantic 
Division rivals. 

Over the past eight days, Toronto has outscored Florida, Boston, and 
Tampa Bay by a grand total of 17-8. 
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A refreshed Jack Campbell outduelled Andrei Vasilevskiy, Mitch Marner 
extended his multipoint streak to six games, and the valuable secondary 
contributions (from Alexander Kerfoot and Pierre Engvall on this night) 
continue to be provided. 

“I feel like a proud brother, to be honest,” Marner said of Matthews’ latest 
feat. “We try to push each other every day. 

“We’re real tight, and it’s great seeing him get rewarded out there.” 

'I feel like a proud brother' Marner on watching Mathews tie franchise 
record 

Tampa’s Steven Stamkos — the last player to hit 60, in 2011-12 — 
spoke Monday of how he dreaded finishing with 49 or 59, how that would 
haunt an athlete/ 

Stamkos admitted to pressing that season, and he needed to rip 10 in 
final nine games to do it. 

"A little different situation," Stamkos noted. "We weren't as good of a 
team at that time as Toronto is. So, it was something where the guys 
were really going out of their way to [help me].” 

It’s one thing to witness a tell-the-grandkids individual performance; it’s 
another to see it jog in unison with a team finding its best form. 

“His focus remains on leading this team, and that's the best part about 
him. He stays humble. He just continues to work. He knows he’s a great 
player; he knows the goals are going to come. It’s just part of what he 
does for our club. he's leading our team in lots of different ways. That's 
what I'm most excited about,” Keefe said. 

“He's forechecking. He's tracking. He's creating turnovers. He's doing all 
the different things that lead to goals and giving himself those 
opportunities to score. He does it in so many different ways that 
contributes to winning. 

“Not just scoring — but winning." 

No words to explain what Matthews is doing throughout historic season 
with Leafs 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Since Nov. 24, Engvall has scored more even-strength goals (10) than 
John Tavares or William Nylander (nine apiece). He burst up-ice and 
sniped a beauty past Vasilevskiy on the Leafs’ first shot of the night. 

“He’s earned more opportunity here of late. He’s solidified himself in our 
top nine, and that’s allowed him to build positive momentum,” Keefe 
says. “He’s been playing on his toes, playing with speed.” 

• Michael Bunting has drawn 40 penalties this season. Only Pierre-Luc 
Dubois (46) and Connor McDavid (44) has drawn more whistles.  

Last Leaf to draw 40? Nazem Kadri, who accomplished the feat thrice 
and holds the unofficial franchise record for most penalties drawn with 64 
in 2015-16. 

• Loved seeing Mark Giordano go right at Corey Perry for taking a whack 
at Jack Campbell’s glove. We’ve seen others let stuff like that slide.  

• Nylander missed the game due to illness but may be healthy in time for 
Tuesday’s match in Florida. 

Erik Källgren will start in net, and Jake Muzzin is “likely” to make his 
return. The defenceman hasn’t played since suffering his second 
concussion of the year on Feb. 21. 

• A fun little backstory emerged about Timothy Liljegren’s goal in 
Philadelphia Saturday. The defenceman revealed that he purposely 
missed wide on his point shot that clicked in off Carter Hart’s leg after 
thwacking the end-boards. 

"It's probably the ugliest goal I've ever scored, but I'll take every goal I 
can get," Liljegren smiled. 

"I tried to find a lane to the net, and someone on the bench just yelled: 
'End wall!' So that's what I did. I don't know who, but they should get an 
assist for that." 
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Sportsnet.ca / He scored goals and even flashed muscle — Johnny 
Gaudreau did it all in Flames win 

Johnny Gaudreau recorded an assist and scored two goals including the 
game winner as the Calgary Flames defeated the Los Angeles Kings 3-2. 

 

Eric Francis 

 

LOS ANGELES – Two goals, an assist and a chokehold takedown few of 
his teammates will ever let him forget. 

Johnny Gaudreau did it all Monday in L.A., and he didn’t waste much 
time doing it. 

Starting his latest evening of heroics with a game-opening goal a mere 
ten seconds in, Gaudreau demonstrated once again why he’s in the Hart 
Trophy conversation. 

Not just because he sits fourth in NHL scoring with 34 goals and 95 
points. 

But because of his leadership. 

Opening a four-game road trip against a surging Kings team that had 
closed the gap to three points, Gaudreau’s gang desperately needed to 
turn their fortunes around. 

And he was just the guy to do it, scoring his ninth game-winner of the 
season, while seemingly doing it all. 

In on all three goals in a 3-2 come-from-behind win over the Kings, 
Gaudreau also flashed some rarely seen muscle, by dragging down 
Sean Durzi in a net-front scrum that earned him a penalty. 

“I’m pretty strong, I think,” laughed the 165-pound winger, who went to 
aid Matthew Tkachuk by wrapping his arm around the neck of the Kings 
defender who immediately fell to the ice. “When the guy’s not looking I’m 
pretty strong. I think he fell backwards a little bit, softly. I don’t think he 
knew I was coming from behind. I felt like there were two guys on Chucky 
so I tried to help him out a bit. 

“We took too many penalties, starting with myself on a bonehead play. 
But our penalty kill did a great job and Marky did a great job. Big win for 
us to start the road trip off this way.” 

In a third period in which Matthew Tkachuk took three minors, the Flames 
penalty-kill unit indeed stepped up with a series of late blocks by Erik 
Gudbranson and Chris Tanev that complimented a 27-save effort by 
Jacob Markstrom. 

The only kill of the six the Flames faced that they couldn’t fend off came 
late in the first period on a 5-on-3 that was set up by Gaudreau’s penalty, 
putting the hosts up 2-1. 

Gaudreau atoned for it in the second period when he set up shop behind 
the Kings net, faking one way before finding Elias Lindholm in the high 
slot for a one-timer the Swede buried. 

Minutes earlier, from the same spot Tkachuk attempted The Michigan, 
something Gaudreau insisted he never contemplated. 

“No, I can’t do that,” he smiled. “I let Chucky… I’m sure he can do it. I 
can’t. I try to keep it simple and make a play.” 
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Sixty-five seconds later Gaudreau potted the winner by taking a Ryan 
Carpenter pass in the slot and making a quick move to the backhand for 
a sweet roof-job. 

“Johnny was on fire tonight,” said Darryl Sutter of the game’s undisputed 
star. “He was awesome. He’s been really good lately, and hopefully that’ll 
get the line going again.” 

Gaudreau’s throwdown certainly got Gudbranson going. 

“I had a few thoughts cross my mind,” said the hulking defender, whose 
penalty-killing unit also deserved plenty of props. “I was impressed, No. 
1. I didn’t think he’d do it. The rest I’ll keep to myself.” 

Not surprisingly, Sutter was similarly dazzled.   

“Just think, if that had been a fight, he could have had a Gordie Howe 
Hat-Trick tonight,” chuckled the coach, whose club has a day off in sunny 
Los Angeles before reconvening in Anaheim Wednesday. 

“That’s what I was mad at the refs for. I said, ‘How could Johnny 
Gaudreau get a roughing penalty when there’s like 10 guys? There’s 
gotta be somebody else to get a penalty.’ The referee said, ‘Don’t point at 
me.’ I said, ‘I’m not pointing at you, I was pointing at where the scrum 
was.’ ”  

Gaudreau’s opener was three seconds off the franchise record held by 
Mel Bridgeman, who scored seven seconds in on Oct. 14, 1982. No 
Flame has scored a goal as quickly as Gaudreau’s since 1987. 

“I think everyone wants to be that guy on our team,” he said when asked 
about the pride of leading his team at a time it needed him most. 

“Obviously tonight it was me. Lindy had a big goal too, and we’ve had a 
lot of contributions from a lot of guys throughout the year here this year. 
You can’t really stick it on one guy.” 

On Monday you sure could. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Price takes another step towards necessary 
return to  

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — This was Carey Price as we haven’t seen him since last 
May. 

Granted, he had participated in a handful of practices before this one at 
the Bell Centre and looked pretty sharp before a non-COVID-related 
illness sidelined him once again and pushed back his seemingly never-
ending rehabilitation from off-season knee surgery. But he didn’t look 
quite the same as he did in this one. 

In this one, after the Canadiens took their annual photos to 
commemorate this season, Price was supposed to be sharing his net 
with Samuel Montembeault but didn’t appear to be particularly generous 
about it. He stayed in there for almost the entirety of the first drill — a 
small-area scrimmage between both blue lines — and did the bulk of the 
work for all the others over the next 50 minutes. 

The 34-year-old was focused, intense and active. He looked like himself, 
like the guy Brendan Gallagher later described as “competitive.” 

“He doesn’t like letting in any goals, really, but when he’s able to push 
across the crease and really challenge you, I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
goalie be able to do something like that,” Gallagher said. “The way he 
can move side to side and seems square to the puck at all times, he’s 

never out of the net. And when he has that power and that push, he’s a 
tough guy to beat.” 

Gallagher quipped he wasn’t able to get a puck past Price on this day 
and then said, “So, he’s ready to go.” 

Then again, it doesn’t appear that Price will be back for Tuesday’s game 
in Montreal against the Ottawa Senators. When Martin St. Louis was 
asked when he might return — with his prolonged absence starting just 
weeks after the Canadiens lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the 2021 
Stanley Cup Final, extending through the beginning of the season when 
he left for treatment for what he termed as long-standing issues with 
substance use and dragging all the way to this point — the coach said, “I 
have no clue.” 

But St. Louis acknowledged what seemed patently obvious to Gallagher, 
Jake Allen and the rest of us after watching Price practise Monday. He 
didn’t deny that Price is getting closer. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 
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MORE DETAILS 

If it’s a mystery to some as to why the organization should want Price to 
return at this point, or why Price should even be considering getting back 
into games with 13 contests remaining in a season that’s likely to finish 
with the Canadiens with the first- or second-best draft lottery odds in the 
league, St. Louis summed it up well. 

“I know for Carey, I think it’s important to see where he’s at for himself 
and how he will take that into the summer,” he said. “For him to have 
some answers going into the summer I think is really important for his 
own individual thing. 

“For me, if you get a small sample of Carey this year and some 
encouraging things for him — whether it’s his play or how he feels after 
his play — I think the Montreal Canadiens are going to be in a better 
place. It’s Carey Price.” 

He was on this day, and it’s vital to know if he will be going forward. 

Canadiens executives Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes — and St. Louis, 
who’ll likely be shedding the interim tag and coaching this team next year 
— need to know how Price looks and feels after he gets through what 
can’t possibly be simulated in a practice. It’s vital to glean those things 
over a sample of games as they continue to reset the roster and build 
towards the future. 

But nothing could be more important than Price proving to himself that he 
can still play at the level he expects of himself. It’s why, despite telling 
media members at the end of January that he was uncertain he’d be able 
to ever play again, he hasn’t given up on this mission. 

“I don’t think anyone would’ve blamed him if he packed in for the year,” 
Allen, the de facto starting goaltender in Price’s long absence, said. “He’s 
tried and tried and tried, but I knew he wasn’t going to pack it in. I knew 
he wanted to play. He’s reaffirmed to me that he wanted to play. He’s 
pushed the limits as much as he possibly could, and I think there’s 
probably a lot of people on the outside who thought he was done for the 
year. I knew he was going to come back. 

“He’s going to play. Whether he plays five games or three, I don’t know, 
whatever it is I think it’s just that mindset behind it that he is a competitor. 
And if I was in his shoes, I would want to do the same thing. I wouldn’t 
want to go five months of sitting there (in the off-season) and wondering, 
‘Do I still got it or what’s the deal here?’ This whole crazy season that 
we’ve had, he’s had some ups and downs and now he’s going to get a 
chance to show that he’ll still be the Carey (he’s always been). And 
obviously, if I was in those shoes, there’d be some rust. But if that was 
me, I’d want to prove to myself that I did all this work and it wasn’t going 
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to be for nothing, that I was going to come back and prove to this 
organization that I’m still here. And I’m sure that’s probably the same way 
that he’s thinking.” 

It seemed evident this has been and is Price’s mindset watching him stop 
shot after shot and watching him push himself to the limit in every drill — 
and even in the sprints that followed some of the drills — on Monday. 

Now his knee must respond well to what was his first full practice in 
weeks. It must hold up the next few times he steps on the ice, and it must 
permit him to return to games and submit to the ultimate test. 

That Price looks close to being prepared for that is a welcome sight for 
everyone with the Canadiens. 

“You’re really happy for him as a teammate, as a friend, as a guy that’s 
made you look good for 10 years,” said Gallagher. “You’re happy to see 
him back there. You know how much it means to him to get back on the 
ice — even little steps like this to be back practising with the team will 
mean a lot to him. 

“He’s getting closer. I don’t know when it’ll be, but he’s getting closer. 
And, as his teammates, you’re excited and you're happy for the guy.” 
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TSN.CA / With Matthews in town, Stamkos warns road to 60 is stressful 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning and Toronto Maple Leafs (optional) skated at 
Amalie Arena on Monday.  

Steven Stamkos potted 10 goals in the final nine games of the 2011-12 
season, which allowed him to reach the 60-goal milestone.  

"I did not want to finish at 59, that's for sure," the Tampa Bay Lightning 
captain recalled with a smile. "People are like, 'It doesn't matter, it's a 
goal,' but it matters when you get to that number. I mean, 49 or 59, that 
would haunt you, I think, if you got stuck at that number. Yeah, I was 
pressing. It certainly gave me something to shoot for down the stretch." 

Auston Matthews is up to 51 goals this season with 14 games left as he 
aims to become the first NHL player to reach 60 since Stamkos.  

"A little different situation," Stamkos pointed out. "We weren't as good of 
a team at that time as Toronto is, so it was something where the guys 
were really going out of their way to [help me]. It was special getting the 
60th." 

The Lightning missed the playoffs in 2011-12, so the Stamkos surge was 
a rallying point. The Markham, Ont. native scored his 60th goal in the 
final period of the season and received a standing ovation from the fans 
in Winnipeg. The current version of the Leafs, meanwhile, has 
championship aspirations. Matthews has been a driving force behind 
Toronto's success. He has scored an eye-popping 44 goals in the past 
46 games.  

    Auston Matthews is the first NHL player to put up 44 goals in a 46 
game stretch since Mario Lemieux in 1995-96, per @esbbob. 

    — James Mirtle (@mirtle) April 3, 2022 

"When you have that arsenal of weapons he has, and the way shoots, I 
wouldn't be surprised if some time in his career he gets 70," said 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper. "That's how good of a scorer he is." 

This isn't gamesmanship. Sheldon Keefe agrees.  

"I just don't think you could ever put any sort of limitations on someone 
like him with the ability that he has and the drive that he has," the Leafs 
coach said. "It's pretty rare, obviously, to reach those [numbers], 
especially in this era. But there's no limit on what someone like him can 
do, because he's extremely driven and very talented and just seems to 
continue to get better." 

Cooper on Matthews: 'I wouldn't be surprised if some time in his career 
he gets 70' 

Lightning head coach Jon Cooper heaped praise on Auston Matthews 
and his ability to change his angle, incredible velocity on his release and 
fearless mentality when it comes to shooting. Cooper proclaimed he 
would not be surprised if Matthews reached 70 goals at some point. 
Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe added, 'there's no limits on what 
someone like him can do.' 

Matthews is scoring on 17.8 per cent of his shots this season, which is up 
only slightly from his career average of 16.5. Matthews averages 4.6 
shots per game, which is behind only Colorado's Nathan MacKinnon 
(4.7) this season.  

"Auston is probably the best in the league at changing his angle at a high 
rate of speed," Cooper observed. "He shoots it from his ankles. He 
shoots it out wide. And just the release and the velocity is big time. Plus, 
he's not afraid to shoot. That's why you get 50 and 60 goals a year. You 
don't care, you're going to keep shooting." 

Matthews was on pace to reach 60 goals during last year's COVID-
shortened season when he posted 41 goals in 52 games. He was at 47 
goals through 70 games when the pandemic halted the 2019-20 regular 
season.  

"It's pretty, pretty amazing that he probably would've done it beforehand," 
Stamkos said. "He's had multiple shots at it, including this year, so I think 
that's the impressive part. Yeah, it's not easy. Goal scoring is one of the 
toughest things to do in the NHL, so you have to have a lot of things." 

What impresses the Leafs the most is that Matthews is able to score at 
this rate within the context of the team. He's not cheating for offence. He 
seems laser-focused on the game plan.  

"That's the biggest thing," said Keefe. "We've been winning lots of games 
and he contributes in so many different ways ... He's forechecking. He's 
tracking. He's creating turnovers. He's doing all the different things that 
lead to goals and giving himself those opportunities to score. He does it 
in so many different ways that contributes to winning, not just scoring, but 
winning." 

Stamkos explains why Matthews' pursuit of 60 goals is different than his 

Steven Stamkos has admired Auston Matthews' goal scoring prowess 
from afar and as someone who has scored 60 goals in one season, 
during the 2011-12 campaign, Stamkos knows first-hand how difficult it is 
to reach 60. Stamkos jokingly admitted that getting stuck at 49 or 59 
'would haunt you.' 

Stamkos mentioned that Marner has helped fuel this incredible run by 
Matthews. Since returning from the COVID protocol on Jan. 15, Marner 
leads the NHL with 60 points in 33 games. Is this the best he's played?  

"Definitely close," the winger told reporters after Sunday's practice. "I 
mean, just feeling very good about the overall 200-foot [game], penalty 
kill, power play, special teams, just feeling great out there, moving and 
got to keep that mojo going." 

"He never ceases to amaze with his ability to make plays with the puck 
and be active in the rush," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. 

Marner danced through the Philadelphia Flyers to set up a Matthews goal 
on Saturday night.  

"I thought he was going to do 10 different things, honestly, and he ended 
up just holding onto it," Matthews said. "So, I tried to get in a spot where 
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he could get it to me, and he made a beautiful pass, and I had the whole 
net to shoot at." 

"He's on fire," said gritty winger Wayne Simmonds. "He's a wizard with 
the puck. He's got eyes on the side of his head, in the back of his head. I 
don't even know how he does it." 

    FIFTY. ONE. pic.twitter.com/OTjb4MsjZj 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 3, 2022 

Marner, Matthews and Michael Bunting have something special going. 
Even teammates are buzzing about the chemistry on the top line.  

"We were at dinner [Friday] night, a couple of us, and just talking about 
that line," revealed goalie Jack Campbell, "and just practising against 
them and how difficult it is. I can't say enough about those guys and their 
production, but more importantly their attitudes every day and what they 
bring to the team." 

Matthews on Marner's latest wizardry: 'I thought he was going to do 10 
different things' 

Mitch Marner danced around Carter Hart and the Flyers defence to set 
up an Auston Matthews goal on Saturday. "I thought he was going to do 
10 different things, honestly, and he ended up just holding onto it," said 
Matthews. "I tried to get in a spot where he could get it to me and he 
made a beautiful pass and I had the whole net to shoot at." Wayne 
Simmonds described Marner as a wizard. 

--- 

Toronto's top line will face a big challenge on Monday night against Victor 
Hedman, Andrei Vasilevskiy and the Lightning.  

Matthews only has five goals in 15 career games against the Lightning, 
which is his lowest total against a divisional opponent. He has just one 
goal in five games at Amalie Arena and that came way back in 2016 
when he was a rookie. Tampa Bay has been an elite team during most of 
Matthews' six NHL seasons and this year is no different.  

"The additions they made at the deadline [Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel] 
give them increased depth and everyone slots in well," noted Keefe. "It 
goes without saying how dangerous their top six are and the depth and 
versatility they have on defence, strong goaltending. So, they're 
obviously a formidable opponent and we'll have to be at our best." 

If the season ended today, the Leafs and Lightning would face off in the 
playoffs. The teams are level on points (93 in 68 games) with Toronto 
holding the regulation-win tiebreaker (38-32).  

How important is home-ice advantage?  

"It's important," said Rielly, who was part of two Game 7 losses in 
Boston. "In the past, being on the road makes it a bit more difficult and 
when it comes down to the last game you want to be comfortable and be 
at home. So, I think there's lots of value in having an opportunity to start 
at home. But that being said, lots of teams win when they don't have 
home ice." 

The Lightning, for example, started on the road in the first and second 
round en route to the Stanley Cup last season.  

"We've shown in the past couple years that it doesn't really matter for our 
group," said Stamkos. 

Does Cooper care about seeding?  

"It means the world to me if we're not in the top eight," the coach 
quipped.  

--- 

The Lightning are looking to bounce back after a 5-4 shootout loss to the 
Montreal Canadiens on Saturday.  

"It just wasn't what our team is all about," said Stamkos, who was 
benched for a few shifts after a turnover led to a goal in the second 
period. "Whether that was mental fatigue, physical fatigue, whatever, 
we're too good a team to have a game like that. We always seem to 
respond well, and we'll look to do that tonight." 

The Lightning stumbled in March as they endured a stretch of 11 games 
in 11 different cities. They went 5-6-0 during that challenging three-week 
run. Tampa is 2-0-1 since returning home last week. 

"I've talked about this groups' ability to really pick it up when, you know, 
the time comes and when the situation asks for it," said Stamkos. "It's 
asking for it tonight against a really good opponent and I expect a good 
result for our group in terms of bouncing back from last game." 

--- 

The Leafs are also looking to bounce back. Despite winning 6-3 in 
Philadelphia, they weren't happy with the effort on Saturday.  

"That first 40 minutes was pretty pathetic by us," Marner told reporters on 
Sunday.  

Campbell was solid, though, stopping 29 of 32 shots in his first game 
since March 8.  

"I definitely feel like myself," Campbell said afterwards. "I liked my game 
and I'll keep building from it." 

Campbell had missed the previous 10 games with a rib injury.  

"He looked like Jack," said Keefe. "I loved the way he played. That first 
period, especially in the first 10 minutes, were a disaster by us in front of 
him. The saves he made early in the game — that is Jack at his best. It 
was really good to see. It is great to have him back." 

Campbell will start Monday in Tampa.  

'I feel like myself': Campbell back to stopping pucks, having fun and 
bailing out Leafs 

Jack Campbell was solid on Saturday night in his first game action since 
March 8. He stopped 29 shots to help the Leafs steal two points despite 
a lacklustre performance in Philadelphia. "I definitely feel like myself and 
having fun and competing and playing my game," he said. 

--- 

Simmonds attempted to drop the gloves with Philadelphia's Zack 
MacEwen in the first period on Saturday, but the officials jumped in.  

"I was just trying to spark the boys," the ex-Flyer explained. "I didn't think 
we were playing too well, and I just wanted to get some energy 
throughout our team. Obviously, it was too late. He took a little bit of time 
to decide and when he ended up dropping them the linesmen have to do 
their job and separated us." 

Simmonds found another way to contribute. He was sprung on a 
breakaway by T.J. Brodie and converted despite fanning on the shot. 
Simmonds shared a laugh with linemate Colin Blackwell at the bench 
following his first goal since Dec. 14.  

"Blackie goes to me, 'That was the ugliest breakaway I've ever seen,' and 
I don't think he's wrong," Simmonds said.  

    *chef's kiss* pic.twitter.com/rKPkiJFPMH 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 3, 2022 

Simmonds capped the night by fighting MacEwen in the third period.  

"He wanted it bad and led the way," said Campbell when asked about the 
33-year-old's effort. "He always wants it bad, but there was definitely a 
little fire in his belly, and he really sparked the whole team." 

Simmonds will stay in the lineup for Monday's tilt in Tampa where Jason 
Spezza is projected to sit as a healthy scratch for a second straight 
game.  
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'He wanted it bad': Simmonds fights and scores on 'ugliest breakaway' in 
Philly return 

Ex-Flyer Wayne Simmonds scored his first goal since Dec. 14 and also 
dropped the gloves to help spark the Leafs to a win in Philadelphia on 
Saturday night. "He wanted it bad and led the way," observed goalie Jack 
Campbell. "He always wants it bad, but there was definitely a little fire in 
his belly and he really sparked the whole team." 

--- 

Simmonds wasn't the only Leaf to score a strange one on Saturday. 
Timothy Liljegren got credit for his third career NHL goal when his shot 
bounced off the boards and careened in off the skate of Carter Hart.  

"It's probably the ugliest goal I've ever scored, but I'll take every goal I 
can get," the defenceman said with a grin.  

It was a lucky goal, but not totally a fluke.  

"I tried to find a lane to the net and someone on the bench just yelled, 
'End wall' so that's what I did," said Liljegren. "I don't know who, but they 
should get an assist for that." 

Liljegren, who also picked up a goal late in Thursday's win over 
Winnipeg, has now scored in consecutive games for the first time in the 
NHL.  

--- 

William Nylander missed Sunday's practice with a non-COVID illness and 
is listed as a game-time decision. If he can't play, Nick Abruzzese, who 
made his NHL debut on Saturday, is expected to move up to the third line 
and Kyle Clifford will draw in on the fourth line.  

--- 

Jake Muzzin is "likely" to play on Tuesday against the Florida Panthers.  

"Where we've been at for a while now is [waiting for] Muzz [to be] feeling 
good, feeling comfortable, confident that he's put in the necessary work 
and had the reps and practice to be able to be confident and comfortable 
playing in a game situation," said Keefe.  

The defenceman has been sidelined with a concussion since Feb. 21.  

"We haven't had a lot of practice reps here as a team of late but coming 
out of yesterday he's feeling good about where he's at," said Keefe. 
"We'll give him an additional day today to be certain and make a 
determination tomorrow from there. If it's not tomorrow, then certainly in 
Dallas [on Thursday] we'd expect him to be ready to go." 

Muzzin has worn a regular sweater in the last two practices. Previously, 
he had been in a red (no-contact) sweater.  

Muzzin 'likely' to play Tuesday; Leafs D now deepest its been under 
Keefe 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe was asked if this is the most 
comfortable he has been with his current six-man blue line, and he 
explained how the team has been able to share responsibilities and are 
now able to recover from bad shifts if needed. Keefe also shared how 
they are assessing Jake Muzzin, who is likely to play Tuesday against 
the Panthers. 

--- 

Lines at Sunday's practice, per David Alter of The Leafs Nation:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot 

Abruzzese - Kampf - Engvall 

Clifford - Blackwell - Simmonds 

Spezza  

D 

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren 

Muzzin - Dahlstrom 

G 

Campbell starts   

Kallgren 
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TSN.CA / The NHL is experiencing an offensive renaissance 

 

Travis Yost 

 

A few weeks ago, we observed some significant weakness in goaltending 
performance across the National Hockey League. 

The findings were myriad – backup goaltenders were playing 
proportionally more, typically elite netminders had seen sharp 
drawdowns in performance, and so on. And, when goaltending weakens, 
scoring naturally increases. 

But in the modern era of hockey, defence and goaltending have generally 
won the day. Most scoring outbursts across the league are short-lived, 
and doubly so as the regular season comes to a close. One of the most 
predictable in-season trends, in fact, is that scoring decreases as the 
hockey calendar inches towards the playoffs. 

But not this year. This season we are seeing divergence, with scoring 
continuing to rip to the upside. Don’t just take my word for it. Look at this 
extraordinary graph from the start of the 2021-22 regular season through 
the first weekend in April. (Note: I included expected goal rates as well to 
show this isn’t just short-term shooting percentage-driven.) 

April’s data may be muddied a bit by a smaller sample of games played, 
but it’s indicative of a broader six-month uptrend for the league, one 
that’s seen recent historical averages beaten by comfortable margins 
each month. Again, goaltending could be driving the bus here: platoon 
and backup options playing more in a relatively more compressed 
schedule with clustered games is a recipe for higher scoring. 

But that doesn’t explain why elite goaltenders we have watched for 
years, like Anaheim’s John Gibson and Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck 
(as just two examples), have also seen save percentage regression. 
Anyone can underperform in a given season, but it’s curious that the 
majority of returning starting goaltenders have seen a dip in play. So, we 
ask: What else is going on? 

I suspect the other part of this story is that the NHL’s elite teams have 
distanced themselves offensively from the rest of the pack. In any given 
season, there’s always a team or two that can seemingly score at will – 
the dynastic Chicago Blackhawks, San Jose Sharks, Washington 
Capitals, and Tampa Bay Lightning have all exemplified this over the 
course of recent seasons. 

But this year, we see several teams possess that capability. Six teams – 
the Florida Panthers, Toronto Maple Leafs, Colorado Avalanche, 
Minnesota Wild, St. Louis Blues, and Calgary Flames – are averaging 3.5 
goals per game. That’s the same number of teams who have hit that 
mark in the prior 15 seasons. 
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What do we know about these teams? They are immensely talented, but 
they are also incredibly deep. 

One of the key evolutions of the sport in the past two decades or so is a 
realization that talent and skill at depth positions isn’t just nice to have; 
it’s of critical importance and what separates genuine Stanley Cup 
contenders from the rest of the pack. Teams have, over time, hunted the 
opportunity to displace specialists with more skill. 

This is, of course, just one example. I would similarly point out each of 
these teams, save for perhaps St. Louis, play a very up-tempo brand of 
hockey that lends itself to generating big offensive zone shot volumes, 
and consequently, big offensive zone scoring chance volumes. And as 
teams have learned how to chase goals at the periphery – from hunting 
the soft parts of the defensive interior, to four-forward power-play setups 
– we have seen a lot more sophistication in the way teams attack. 

How you weigh or apportion these factors as it pertains to the scoring 
increase is up to you. But I do want to focus on these elite teams, 
because broadly, that’s where the story is. 

To show how quality has separated, let’s compare the offensive 
production of each team this season against their peers in prior years — 
that is to say, we compare this year’s No. 1 offence to the No. 1 offences 
in prior years, then repeat through the rest of the league. We can look at 
these comparisons in five- and 15-year horizons. 

As you work towards the weaker offensive teams you still see offensive 
upside, but it is much more muted. 

How do we make sense of this graph? Well, the league’s best scoring 
team this year – the Panthers – has been a staggering +0.66 goals (per 
60 minutes) better than the top-ranked scoring teams of the past 15 
years, and +0.50 goals (per 60 minutes) better than the top-ranked 
scoring teams of the past five years. 

The graph’s initial steepness, followed by a flattening, indicates the 
league’s best teams are more proportionally driving scoring. But even at 
the other end of the spectrum, weak offensive teams today are still better 
than the weak offensive teams of yesteryear. 

There is little doubt we are in the midst of an offensive renaissance right 
now, and the fact these teams have bucked the usual trend of every late-
season game finishing 2-1 is an astonishing accomplishment in and of 
itself. 

Now, the ultimate test: Do these teams continue to score at a blistering 
pace come the playoffs, or do we see a sharp drop-off as these strong 
offensive teams invariably run into better defensive clubs? 
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