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Hurricanes looking to regain form, win Metro Division and gear up for playoffs 

By Chip Alexander 

How important is it to finish first in the Metro? 

“It could be the least important year ever,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said last weekend. “This could be a weird year 
where you could be eighth, and it seems like it’s been like 
this a long time, and that if whoever came in eighth won the 
Stanley Cup you wouldn’t be shocked.” 

After Tuesday’s games, the Washington Capitals held the 
second wild-card playoff spot and eighth position in the 
Eastern Conference. The Hurricanes were first in the Metro 
with 98 points, two points ahead of the New York Rangers, 
with one game in hand. 

“When you set a goal at the beginning of the season you 
have to set it at the highest standard if you want to be the 
best,” Canes forward Derek Stepan said Wednesday. “But at 
the end of the day, the initial goal is to get in the playoffs. 
Obviously, winning the Metro, that would be a cool thing to 
do, but more so just doing things the right way and putting 
ourselves in position with a chance to win it is the most 
important thing.” 

But some unsettling words were used Tuesday after the 
Canes’ 4-2 road loss to the Buffalo Sabres by Brind’Amour 
and a couple of the players, including “terrible” and 
“unacceptable.” Those are not the words any playoff-bound 
team wants to be using 12 games away from the 2022 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Hurricanes have had a tremendous season. They’re 45-
17-8 and on the verge of the franchise’s second 100-point 
season — the 2006 Stanley Cup champions had 112 points. 

They’re generally healthy and should have injured forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and defenseman Ethan Bear available 
soon — Kotkaniemi practiced Wednesday. All good things, 
yes? 

But some recent trends, and some malaise in their special-
teams play, could be trouble spots if not rectified before the 
playoffs. 

In 10 of their past 14 games the Canes have failed to score a 
power-play goal — Carolina going 6-5-3 in those games. In 
only six games did they have more than two power-play 

opportunities. Overall, they’ve been 5-of-36 (13.9 percent) in 
the 14-game stretch. 

The Hurricanes continue to lead the NHL in penalty killing, 
but their percentage has dipped to 87.9 after allowing six 
power-play goals in their past six games. The Sabres all but 
sealed their victory Tuesday with a power-play goal by Dylan 
Cozens with 4:49 left in the third period. 

“As a team we must be better,” forward Jesper Fast said. 
“We know what makes us successful. A good thing is we 
play them again on Thursday, so I guess we can make it 
right.” 

Granted, the Sabres have a different late-season vibe about 
them. They’re 6-1-3 in their past 10 games and playing with 
an energy and looseness, their eyes on next season. 

But the Hurricanes need to smooth out some things and 
correct some “bad habits,” as forward Nino Niederreiter said 
after Tuesday’s loss, that can creep into a team’s play. 
Brind’Amour may continue to tinker with his lines, as he did 
against the Sabres, looking for some more offensive punch. 

Jordan Staal’s line carried the Canes on Tuesday as 
Niederreiter and Fast both scored, and the line had a string 
of productive shifts. The Canes’ top line of Sebastian Aho, 
Seth Jarvis and Teuvo Teravainen did not and Brind’Amour 
broke it up during the game. 

Sabres goalie Craig Anderson had 32 saves in slowing down 
the Canes. Recently, Alexandar Georgiev of the Rangers 
and Scott Wedgewood of the Dallas Stars have done the 
same, both with 44 saves in recent wins over Carolina. 

The Canes play three games at home in the next four days 
— against Buffalo, the Islanders and Anaheim Ducks — and 
have the chance to get back to their best habits. 

“We’re happy with where we’re at, and we can always work 
on getting better,” Staal said this week. “But the main thing is 
we’ve got to be playing our best hockey going into the 
playoffs and that means you have to stay sharp and be ready 
every day.” 
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Super 16: Avalanche remain No. 1, Maple Leafs climb power rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The Toronto Maple Leafs have done enough recently to 
avoid getting knocked down in the Super 16 power rankings 
despite giving up a four-goal lead in a 7-6 overtime loss to 
the Florida Panthers on Tuesday. 

The Maple Leafs instead moved up four spots this week to 
No. 4. They won five straight games before losing in Florida. 

The Edmonton Oilers and Boston Bruins also climbed, the 
Bruins two spots to No. 8 and the Oilers moved three to No. 
12. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are down three to No. 10. 

The Colorado Avalanche are No. 1 for the 11th straight 
week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (50-14-6) 

Total points: 223 

Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche have won four in a row, their past two against 
the Penguins, and have points in six straight games (5-0-1). 
They are 9-1-1 since March 13 and clinched a berth in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs with a 6-4 victory against Pittsburgh on 
Tuesday. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (49-15-6) 

Total points: 211 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers rallied from down four goals for wins against 
the New Jersey Devils and Maple Leafs in the past week. It's 
the second time in team history they had multiple four-goal 
comeback wins in a single season. The only other team in 
NHL history to do so was the 1983-84 Oilers. Florida has 
won five in a row, scoring at least four goals in each.  

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (45-17-8) 

Total points: 192 

Last week: No. 3 

The Hurricanes have lost two straight in regulation and are 1-
2-1 in their past four. Nine of their last 12 regular-season 
games are against teams that have either been eliminated 
from contention or are not in position to make the playoffs. 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (45-19-6) 

Total points: 166 

Last week: No. 8 

The Maple Leafs have scored at least six goals in five 
consecutive games and at least five in six in a row, a run tied 
with the team record set in 1975-76 and 1983-84.  

5. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (43-20-7) 

Total points: 158 

Last week: No. 4 

The Lightning are 6-8-1 since March 8 following a 4-3 loss at 
the Washington Capitals on Wednesday. Steven Stamkos 
(945 points; 471 goals, 474 assists in 910 games) needs 
eight points to tie Martin St. Louis for most in team history. 
St. Louis scored 953 points (365 goals, 588 assists) in 972 
games. 

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (45-20-6) 

Total points: 157 

Last week: No. 5 

The Rangers have not lost three games in a row since Nov. 
2-6. They are 5-1-1 in their past seven and 9-3-1 since 
March 12. New York is two points behind Carolina for first in 
the Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes have one game in 
hand. 

7. CALGARY FLAMES (42-19-9) 

Total points: 142 

Last week: No. 6 

The Flames are third in goals (82) and third in goals against 
in the first period (45), and their plus-37 goal differential is 
the best in the NHL. Their starts have been a big reason for 
their success; they've scored first in 45 games and are 33-8-
4 after their 4-2 victory against the Anaheim Ducks on 
Wednesday. Calgary has led after the first period in an NHL-
high 35 games, going 28-6-1. 

8. BOSTON BRUINS (44-21-5) 

Total points: 126 
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Last week: No. 10 

The Bruins had a three-game winning streak end with a 5-3 
loss to the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday. They are 17-4-1 
since Feb. 19. 

9. MINNESOTA WILD (43-21-5) 

Total points: 120 

Last week: No. 9 

The Wild outscored opponents 34-16 during a 10-game point 
streak (9-0-1) before a 6-2 loss to the Nashville Predators on 
Tuesday. Forward Kirill Kaprizov has scored 16 goals in 17 
games since March 4, second in the NHL behind Maple 
Leafs center Auston Matthews (17). 

10. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (41-20-10) 

Total points: 114 

Last week: No. 7 

The Penguins have lost three of their past four in regulation. 
They are 2-4-1 in seven games since March 23 and are third 
in the Metropolitan Division, four points behind the Rangers, 
who they play at Madison Square Garden on Thursday.  

11. ST. LOUIS BLUES (40-20-10) 

Total points: 79 

Last week: No. 11 

The Blues extended their point streak to six games (5-0-1) 
with a 4-1 win against the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday. 
Their power play is 12-for-41 (29.3 percent) in 13 games 
since March 12, and their penalty kill is 24-for-28 (85.7 
percent) while scoring two shorthanded goals.  

12. EDMONTON OILERS (41-25-5) 

Total points: 66 

Last week: No. 15 

The Oilers have won five straight and 11 of 14 (11-2-1) since 
March 9 with wins against the Washington Capitals, Tampa 
Bay, St. Louis and the Los Angeles Kings. Connor McDavid 
is on a 14-game point streak (12 goals, 15 assists), including 
goals in five in a row. The center leads the NHL with 106 
points (41 goals, 65 assists) in 70 games. 

13. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (40-25-4) 

Total points: 48 

Last week: No. 13 

The Predators have won three of four and are 10-5-0 since 
March 5, scoring 4.27 goals per game. Roman Josi has 
scored 64 points (12 goals, 52 assists) in 44 games since 
Dec. 4. He leads defensemen with 84 points (19 goals, 65 
assists) in 67 games.  

14. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (38-22-10) 

Total points: 39 

Last week: No. 12 

The Capitals are 17-15-5 at home (2-4-0 since March 20) 
following their win against the Lightning on Wednesday. 
They play seven of their last 11 regular-season games on 
the road, where they are 21-7-5. 

15. LOS ANGELES KINGS (38-24-10) 

Total points: 28 

Last week: No. 14 

The Kings have not scored more than three goals in each of 
their past five games, going 2-2-1. Adrian Kempe has scored 
three goals in his past two games, giving the forward 31 this 
season. Los Angeles is an NHL-best 92.3 percent on the 
penalty kill (24-for-26) with three shorthanded goals in 10 
games since March 17. 

16. DALLAS STARS (40-26-3) 

Total points: 21 

Last week: No. 16 

The Stars have won four of five and are 7-2-0 since March 
20, but their power play is 1-for-18 in their past seven 
games. 

Others receiving points: Vegas Golden Knights 14 

Dropped out: None 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Washington Capitals; 
16. Vegas Golden Knights 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Dallas Stars; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Washington Capitals 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Boston Bruins; 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 7, 2022 

 

9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 

14. Washington Capitals; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. Boston 
Bruins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Dallas 
Stars; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Boston Bruins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. Calgary Flames; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Boston Bruins; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brind'Amour talks Hurricanes' stretch run on 'NHL @TheRink' podcast 
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The Carolina Hurricanes have 12 games remaining before 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs begin, and coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said his one big concern has already come to fruition. 

"We had it last night," Brind'Amour said Wednesday on the 
"NHL @TheRink" podcast. 

The Hurricanes lost 4-2 at the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday, 
their second straight defeat and third in four games (1-2-1). 
They would have clinched a berth in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs with a win. 

"It was just typical," Brind'Amour continued in his interview 
with co-hosts Dan Rosen and Shawn P. Roarke. "You say all 
the things, 'Let's keep the pedal down, let's go,' and then you 
lay an egg and you're just like, 'Wow.' The one thing I 
appreciate with this group is it's very few and far between 
with this group that we've done that, but [12] games to go, 
we don't want to pick up bad habits. That's really the whole 
key for me. 

"We don't want something leaky in the boat here. We don't 
want to put any holes in the boat. Let's make sure we're 
sharpening the knife and doing the right things because if 
you pick up bad habits here and there, that's only going to 
bleed into the playoffs."  

The Hurricanes lead the Metropolitan Division with 98 points 
in 70 games, two more points in one fewer game than the 
second-place New York Rangers. 

Of Carolina's 12 regular-season games remaining, nine are 
against teams that are not in a playoff position, including a 

rematch against Buffalo at PNC Arena on Thursday (7:30 
p.m. ET; ESPN+, HULU, NHL LIVE). 

Brind'Amour said sometimes those can be the hardest 
games for teams like the Hurricanes to prepare for, knowing 
they're a few weeks away from playoff hockey for the fourth 
straight season. 

"You say it's not and we prepare the same, but there is a 
little bit of human nature in there," Brind'Amour said. "You 
get what I'm getting at. It's not disrespecting the other teams. 
And I also think on the flip side, some of those games are 
your tougher games because those teams that are not in are 
just freewheeling it. They've got nothing to lose, so all of a 
sudden you're getting their best too, guys trying to play for 
jobs, the whole nine yards." 

In addition to the interview with Brind'Amour, Rosen and 
Roarke discussed their concerns about the Florida Panthers, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Edmonton Oilers and Los Angeles 
Kings with the playoffs approaching. 

They also talked about the Hart Trophy race and where 
Nashville Predators defenseman Roman Josi stands in it for 
the award voted as NHL most valuable player. Each agrees 
Josi should be at or near the top of the list of favorites. 

In addition, they debated the merits of adding a second 
postseason trophy to give to defensemen, similar to the Art 
Ross Trophy. 

The NHL @TheRink podcast is free and listeners can 
subscribe on all podcast platforms. It is also available on 
NHL.com/multimedia/podcasts and the NHL app. 
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About Last Night: Canes fall 4-2 to Sabres in ‘unacceptable’ loss 

By Talia Goodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes faced a Buffalo Sabres team who is 
far out of the playoff race Tuesday, and yet, the Canes were 
unable to secure the win due to never really finding their 
game until it was too late.  

Let’s take a look at last night: 

It just wasn’t enough 

The Canes third period efforts were impressive, but they fell 
short where it really mattered due to a horrific second period. 

In the second period, the Canes allowed 12 SOG to just nine 
of their own and let in two goals, scored by Casey Mittelstadt 
and former Hurricane Jeff Skinner.  

In the third period, however, the Canes scored one goal on 
12 SOG and allowed just five shots from the Sabres. 
Unfortunately, two of those shots did end up heading in the 
Carolina net.  

“We played a terrible second period and then you leave it up 
to chance,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “We played a good third 
and came out hard, but it was too late. We got what we 
deserved.”  

The Sabres also were able to score during Carolina’s PK, 
which marks the sixth time in six games the penalty killers 
have allowed a goal. This is unusual for the Canes, as their 
penalty kill has been close to perfect all season.  

Thinking it’s easy 

One of the primary issues with this game had nothing to do 
with the play on the ice— it was the Canes’ mindset heading 
into it.  

“If there’s bad habits creeping in towards the playoffs, that’s 
tough to regroup afterwards once you’re in,” said Nino 
Niederreiter. “That’s exactly what the problem is right now. 
We’re facing teams that aren’t really in the hunt anymore, 
and they play a different type of hockey. For us, we’ve just 
got to find a way to stick with it.” 

The Sabres are a team that are nearly eliminated from 
playoff contention. Thinking this would be an easy, breezy 
win was Carolina’s first mistake. 

“That game was unacceptable,” Niederreiter said. “The way 
we came out especially. There’s no easy team to play 
against and they played hard. We took it for granted. We 
thought that would be an easy game and that wasn’t the 
case.”  

This mindset seems to have led them to a slow start. The 
strong third period finish wasn’t enough, as the Sabres were 
still rolling and scored a pair of goals to win them the contest.  

Staal’s 600th 

While there aren’t many positives to focus on after last night, 
Jordan Staal did tally his 600th (and 601st) point Tuesday 
night, getting assists on both Jesper Fast’s first-period goal 
and Niederreiter’s third-period equalizer.  

The Hurricanes captain struggled to get his name on the 
scoresheet earlier this year, but has since stepped it up and 
produced not only as a leader for the team, but as a 
playmaker especially. He has three assists in the Canes last 
four games.  

A uniform note  

The Canes did try something different last night, testing out a 
new uniform combination. They matched their usual road 
jersey with black pants and gloves, instead of the red that 
fans are used to seeing. I was a big fan of the look, honestly, 
but that is definitely not my takeaway from last night. 

What’s next? 

The Carolina Hurricanes (45-17-8) will have another chance 
to top the Buffalo Sabres (26-34-11) on Thursday night at 
7:30pm, this time within the walls of PNC Arena.  

“That’s nice to get another crack at it,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
probably less about the opponent and more about us trying 
to regain that game that we want to play, that 60-minute 
game.” 

Maybe the home-ice advantage will help, maybe it’s a 
change in their mindset, or maybe the Canes just have to go 
out and play their hardest— but this is a must-win game for 
Carolina.  

The Canes lost their second in a row last night and are 4-5-3 
in their last 12, whereas the Buffalo Sabres have earned 
points in nine of their last 10 games. 

With this win, the Canes have another chance to clinch a 
playoff berth, and that’s something that would be nice to get 
out of the way sooner rather than later (for the players AND 
the fans).  

“It’s not like we can just push a button and be ready to go,” 
Fast said. “Every game you’ve got to be ready and play the 
right way.” 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Down the Home Stretch They Go 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 98 Points (45-17-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped another disappointing 
game Tuesday night to bring their record down to 4-3-3 in 
their last 10 games. This is also happening at the worst time 
for the Canes as the Tampa Bay Lightning are now the first 
wild card team in the East, which would mean the Canes are 
set for a first-round matchup with the two-time defending 
champs. It’s important to note that the Canes aren’t playing 
terribly, they just aren’t putting everything together and they 
haven’t gotten every bounce. 

While it's not time for a full meltdown, it is concerning that 
their worst play of the year is coming at the most important 
time of the year and when you want to see the team peaking. 
This could be a blessing in disguise because a second or 
third seed could mean an easier matchup against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins so maybe they are just going full galaxy 
brain and we are all along for the ride. 

Since the mid-point of March, the Canes are still the top 
possession team in the league with a 59% Corsi but have 
had the third-lowest even-strength shooting percentage at 
just 6.2%. Hmm, where have we seen low springtime 
shooting percentages before?... In the grand scheme of 
things the Canes just have to keep up their work and not get 
too frustrated. All year they seem to play like once the 
floodgates open they score in bunches, but when they are 
stifled they grip their sticks too tight. Now we are just seeing 
that over a longer-term. 

2. New York Rangers: 96 Points (45-20-6) 

Tuesday night’s game was a real get-right game for the New 
York Rangers who had lost two straight games before 
beating the Devils by a score of 3-1. The game saw Ryan 
Strome return from a lower-body injury and he returned to his 
normal position in the lineup centering the second line. The 
Rangers are going to have a crowded forward group which 
will make their lineup decision increasingly interesting as the 
season is coming to a close. They still have Kappo Kakko 
and Kevin Rooney who have been out with injuries. This 
means that the Rangers currently have 17 available forwards 
if you include both injured players. 

Head Coach Gerrard Gallant has been rotating players in 
and out of the lineup all season but with three new 
acquisitions at the deadline and two injured players coming 
back things could get interesting. The Rangers wouldn’t have 
an issue with sitting Rooney, but where would a player like 
Kakko slot back in. the 21-year-old just has 14 points in 37 
games played this season, would they really want to slot him 
in over Frank Vatrano or Andrew Copp who have both been 
playing great in the top six? 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 92 Points (41-20-10) 

It hasn’t taken long for Rickard Rakell to make his presence 
felt with the Pittsburgh Penguins. The forward was acquired 
at the deadline to bolster depth but it didn’t take long for him 
to slot into a top-six role just as many expected he would do. 
He has now been playing on Evgeny Malkin’s wing and both 
players have benefitted. Since March 21st, Malkin has six 

goals and Rakell has three which ranked first and third on 
the Pens respectively.  

The Pens increased flexibility in their top six with Rakell and 
the increased flexibility in the bottom six with Danton Heinen 
look to be perfect acquisitions at the deadline. The Penguins 
lost forward Jason Zucker Thursday and is still being 
evaluated five days later which is normally not the best news. 
With both Heinen and Rakell having previous playoff 
experience with Anaheim, the Pens also don’t have to worry 
about plugging in young and inexperienced players down the 
stretch. 

4. Washington Capitals: 84 Points (37-22-10) 

The Washington Capitals had five days off, a rarity for NHL 
teams down the stretch, but the extra rest didn’t help on 
Sunday. They fell to the Minnesota Wild by a score of 5-1 
which means they lost their two games last week by a 
combined 11-2 score. Their poor performance of late led to 
the team to call a players-only meeting on Tuesday.  

Washington’s deadline acquisitions did make an appearance 
in Sunday’s loss. Marcus Johansson confusingly made an 
appearance on the top line with Alex Ovechkin and Nicklas 
Backstrom. This moved Tom Wilson, who is having the best 
offensive season of his career, down to the third line. 
Another new acquisition, Johan Larsson was added to the 
fourth line which means both Connor McMichael and Axel 
Jonsson-Fjalby were healthy scratches. While both players 
are young they bring some speed and energy to the lineup, 
but Peter Laviolette opted for experience. 

5. New York Islanders: 73 Points (32-27-9) 

The Islanders' 10-6-1 record in March was only their second 
winning month of the season, the other being a 6-4-0 record 
in January. They accomplished this while playing the most 
games of any team in March (17) and they also have the 
most games in April (16). On Sunday The Islanders beat the 
New Jersey Devils by a score of 4-3. While this may seem 
like an insignificant win against one of the first teams 
eliminated from the playoffs, there was a much bigger 
meaning in the game.  

Goaltender Cory Schneider won his first game since 2020 
when he was a member of the Devils. Schneider underwent 
hip surgery before the 2018-2019 season and it took him a 
calendar year to register another win but he never recovered 
to his pre-injury level of play. Since that same season he has 
bounced around between the AHL and the NHL levels and it 
is great to see him get back to a level where he can win an 
NHL game. Hip surgeries are very serious for goalies which 
we have also seen with Tukka Rask and now Anton 
Khudobin could be experiencing the same issues. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 72 Points (32-27-9) 

You can add Blue Jackets players to the growing list of 
players to speak out against NHL officiating this season. On 
Monday night, Brad Marchand laid a hit on Andrew Peeke 
who looked to be out on the ice, but the officials let the play 
go and the Bruins eventually scored. The general rule is an 
injury won’t be blown dead until the team that is affected 
gains control of the puck. However, the refs do have 
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discretion to blow the whistle if the injury is serious which is 
exactly what veteran Jakub Voracek argued after the game.  

It also didn’t help that the Blue Jackets also went on to lose 
that game in overtime which was their seventh loss in a row. 
The team was down bad and feeling it. Columbus was able 
to wash the bad taste out of their mouth last night with a win 
against the reeling Philadelphia Flyers. The game also saw 
rookie and Columbus junior hockey alumni Carson Meyer 
score his first NHL goal. He is one of three Ohioans on the 
team along with Sean Kuraly and Jack Roslovic.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 55 Points (22-37-11) 

The biggest news out of Philadelphia is the ending of 
defenseman Keith Yandle’s Iron Man streak at 898 games. 
Yandle was a healthy scratch for Sunday’s game against the 
New York Rangers. With the focus on the future for the 
Flyers, they need to see what they have in their young 
defensemen and evaluate how they play together. Yandle 
was a big story over the last two seasons. First, he was set 
to be scratched to start the season with the Florida Panthers 
last season but after the players protested, Yandle’s streak 
remained intact.  

He was then bought out and then signed by the Flyers who 
kept him in the lineup until he was able to set the new Iron 
Man streak and play until 989. While many would say why 

not let him get to 1,000 consecutive games, he realistically 
shouldn’t have gotten to 989 in the first place. Now Phil 
Kessel is hot on his heels with an active 969 game streak. 
He could realistically get to 1,000 games, although still 
questionable due to the Yotes’ antics of having him play one 
shift and leave the game so he could get home to his wife 
who was in labor.  

8. New Jersey Devils: 54 Points (24-40-6) 

The New Jersey Devils have now been eliminated from the 
playoffs with their loss to the New York Islanders on Sunday. 
That game was quite eventful which saw Jack Hughes get 
injured off of a clean hit from Oliver Wahlstrom and a 
retaliation fight from P.K. Subban. While Isles fans were 
upset over the fight, Subban stuck up for the young star and 
sent a message to not only the Islanders but his own team 
that you need to stick up for your younger players. It’s 
reminiscent of some of the Canes’ most recent fights. 

The Devils will also have an interesting offseason coming up. 
They desperately need a goaltender. They have the league’s 
worst goaltending with an 89.6% even-strength save 
percentage. They also have to sign three key young pieces 
on their roster. Pavel Zacha, Jesper Bratt, and alternate 
captain, Miles Wood, are all arbitration-eligible restricted free 
agents. Bratt and Zacha both could be intriguing offer-sheet 
candidates. 
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Wolves clinch first-round bye 

CJ Smith scored two goals for the second game in a row as 
the Chicago Wolves clinched a first-round bye in the Calder 
Cup Playoffs with a 4-2 victory over the Texas Stars in front 
of 11,818 fans for a School-Day Game Wednesday at 
Allstate Arena. 

Forwards David Gust and Stefan Noesen also scored for the 
Wolves (42-33-5-5), who dropped their magic number for the 
Central Division title to 10 with 11 games to go. 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 16 shots to 
improve his record to 10-0-1 while rookie center Vasily 
Ponomarev recorded an assist in his first North American 
professional game and rookie defenseman Griffin Mendel 
notched his first point in his second pro game. 

“I thought Kochetkov was good when we needed him to be,” 
said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “I thought we 
scored timely goals. I thought we stuck with it. It probably 
wasn’t our best game, but we’ve been grinding here for a 
while (11 games in the last 19 days). So when we get a 
chance to win a hockey game, we’re going to enjoy it.” 

Texas (27-25-6-5), which saw its five-game winning streak 
come to a close, opened the scoring just 14 seconds into the 
morning as former Wolves captain Curtis McKenzie fed Josh 
Melnick in the slot and he banked home a shot off the post. 

Gust grabbed the equalizer at 3:14 of the first as 20-year-old 
center Vasily Ponomarev — making his North American pro 
debut — started things with a rush up the ice before feeding 
Jamieson Rees on the left wing. Rees scissored into the high 
slot and fired a shot that was blocked, but Ponomarev 

passed the rebound to Gust alone on the goal line below the 
left circle for a quick strike. 

Smith gave the Wolves a 2-1 lead at 17:36 of the first. Smith 
and Drury battled in the left corner to win possession of the 
puck, then Drury spun it back to Noesen at the left point. 
Noesen sized up the situation, saw Smith set up in front of a 
defenseman and fed him a pass that Smith redirected past 
Stars goaltender Adam Scheel into the top corner of the net. 

Noesen delivered his own redirect to push the Wolves’ lead 
to 3-1 at 17:92 of the second. Rookie defenseman Griffin 
Mendel worked the puck back to Jesper Sellgren at the right 
point. Sellgren shifted into the middle of the ice and 
unleashed a wrister that Noesen tipped past Scheel for his 
league-leading 39th goal of the year. 

Texas pulled within 3-2 on defenseman Alex Petrovic’s goal 
at 10:14 of the third. Winfield native Anthony Louis set up the 
play. 

The Stars pulled Scheel with 1:15 left for an extra skater in 
search of the equalizer, but Smith steered home an empty-
net goal from the defensive zone with 49 seconds left to 
clinch matters. Scheel (11-8-6) finished with 20 saves for the 
Stars. 

The Wolves host second-place Manitoba at 7 p.m. Saturday 
and the first 2,000 fans to enter Allstate Arena receive a 
Wolves Goalie Mask Bank courtesy of My50 Chicago. 
Chicago wraps up its five-game homestand at 3 p.m. Sunday 
versus Cleveland on Wizards Day. To find the best ticket 
specials, contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260163115.html 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-april-7/c-332705594 
https://www.nhl.com/news/brindamour-talks-hurricanes-stretch-run-on-nhl-therink-podcast/c-332705478 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/6/23013023/about-last-night-canes-fall-4-2-to-sabres-in-unacceptable-loss 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/6/23012587/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-down-the-home-stretch-they-go 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/06/wolves-clinch-first-round-bye/ 
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Hurricanes looking to regain form, win Metro Division and gear up for 
playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

APRIL 06, 2022 3:54 PM 

 

How important is it to finish first in the Metro? 

“It could be the least important year ever,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said last weekend. “This could be a weird year where you 
could be eighth, and it seems like it’s been like this a long time, and that 
if whoever came in eighth won the Stanley Cup you wouldn’t be 
shocked.” 

After Tuesday’s games, the Washington Capitals held the second wild-
card playoff spot and eighth position in the Eastern Conference. The 
Hurricanes were first in the Metro with 98 points, two points ahead of the 
New York Rangers, with one game in hand. 

“When you set a goal at the beginning of the season you have to set it at 
the highest standard if you want to be the best,” Canes forward Derek 
Stepan said Wednesday. “But at the end of the day, the initial goal is to 
get in the playoffs. Obviously, winning the Metro, that would be a cool 
thing to do, but more so just doing things the right way and putting 
ourselves in position with a chance to win it is the most important thing.” 

But some unsettling words were used Tuesday after the Canes’ 4-2 road 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres by Brind’Amour and a couple of the players, 
including “terrible” and “unacceptable.” Those are not the words any 
playoff-bound team wants to be using 12 games away from the 2022 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Hurricanes have had a tremendous season. They’re 45-17-8 and on 
the verge of the franchise’s second 100-point season — the 2006 
Stanley Cup champions had 112 points. 

They’re generally healthy and should have injured forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and defenseman Ethan Bear available soon — Kotkaniemi 
practiced Wednesday. All good things, yes? 

But some recent trends, and some malaise in their special-teams play, 
could be trouble spots if not rectified before the playoffs. 

In 10 of their past 14 games the Canes have failed to score a power-play 
goal — Carolina going 6-5-3 in those games. In only six games did they 
have more than two power-play opportunities. Overall, they’ve been 5-of-
36 (13.9 percent) in the 14-game stretch. 

The Hurricanes continue to lead the NHL in penalty killing, but their 
percentage has dipped to 87.9 after allowing six power-play goals in their 
past six games. The Sabres all but sealed their victory Tuesday with a 
power-play goal by Dylan Cozens with 4:49 left in the third period. 

“As a team we must be better,” forward Jesper Fast said. “We know what 
makes us successful. A good thing is we play them again on Thursday, 
so I guess we can make it right.” 

Granted, the Sabres have a different late-season vibe about them. 
They’re 6-1-3 in their past 10 games and playing with an energy and 
looseness, their eyes on next season. 

But the Hurricanes need to smooth out some things and correct some 
“bad habits,” as forward Nino Niederreiter said after Tuesday’s loss, that 
can creep into a team’s play. Brind’Amour may continue to tinker with his 
lines, as he did against the Sabres, looking for some more offensive 
punch. 

Jordan Staal’s line carried the Canes on Tuesday as Niederreiter and 
Fast both scored, and the line had a string of productive shifts. The 
Canes’ top line of Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis and Teuvo Teravainen did 
not and Brind’Amour broke it up during the game. 

Sabres goalie Craig Anderson had 32 saves in slowing down the Canes. 
Recently, Alexandar Georgiev of the Rangers and Scott Wedgewood of 
the Dallas Stars have done the same, both with 44 saves in recent wins 
over Carolina. 

The Canes play three games at home in the next four days — against 
Buffalo, the Islanders and Anaheim Ducks — and have the chance to get 
back to their best habits. 

“We’re happy with where we’re at, and we can always work on getting 
better,” Staal said this week. “But the main thing is we’ve got to be 
playing our best hockey going into the playoffs and that means you have 
to stay sharp and be ready every day.” 
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'All Carolina': Sabres focus on immediacy as they start four-game road 
trip 

 

Rachel Lenzi News Sports Reporter 

 

To the average hockey eye, the next four games for the Buffalo Sabres 
are a daunting stretch, one that’s on the road, no less. 

Yet when the Sabres begin the second half of a home-and-home series 
Thursday against the Carolina Hurricanes at 7:30 p.m. at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C., they’ll kick off a four-game road trip that Sabres coach 
Don Granato regards as an opportunity for his team to build on its recent 
success. 

“I like playing teams that are good teams,” said Granato, whose team is 
is 6-1-3 in its last 10 games, and 10-4-3 since March 1. “You get a lot 
more excited about it, so I’m excited. I’m excited for the challenge. We 
played well enough, obviously, to win (4-2) last night against Carolina, 
now we go to Carolina and they’re going to elevate their game, in their 
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building, with their crowd and with their emotion and their energy. They’re 
not playing anybody else, in between, and they’re dialed in and focused 
on us. 

“And I like that. That’s exciting for us, as a challenge, and we need to be 
challenged.” 

The game against the Hurricanes kicks off one of the Sabres’ last – and 
arguably one of their more daunting – road trips, a four-game stretch that 
continues Friday at Florida and Sunday at Tampa Bay, the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champion, then concludes Tuesday at Toronto. 
The Panthers have won eight of their last 10 games, including a five-
game winning streak, and the Maple Leafs seven of their last 10. Both 
teams are ahead of third-place Tampa Bay in the Atlantic Division. 

Granato, though, talked only about Carolina after practice Wednesday 
morning at KeyBank Center. The Hurricanes are atop the Metropolitan 
Division with 98 points and 45 wins this season, two points ahead of the 
New York Rangers and six ahead of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“It’s a four-game road trip with four teams – Carolina and three divisional 
teams,” Granato said. “Florida and Tampa are tough places to play, and 
you go to Toronto, which is another tough place to play. But it is all 
Carolina right now. All Carolina.” 

The Sabres need to continue the consistency they’ve built in the last 
month, a stretch that got another boost with a 4-2 win Tuesday against 
the Hurricanes. 

“I figure, we played pretty well for the past month and we’ve played some 
pretty good hockey teams in that stretch, as well,” right winger Kyle 
Okposo said. “We’ve got four games here on the road that are going to 
be tough, and they’re all good teams, but I just think we’re going to 
continue to focus on our growth and our development and us trying to 
win hockey games. 

“Going into their building after just beating them at home, they’re going to 
be prepared, they’re going to be ready, and that’s step one. It’s going to 
be very challenging but I’m looking forward to it.” 

While Granato is taking the game-by-game approach to the upcoming 
road trip, Okposo is thinking about the long-term goal towards which the 
Sabres are building, even as a loss would eliminate the Sabres from 
playoff contention. The veteran offered some candor on the collective 
mindset that should buoy the Sabres, not just into the next four games 
but for the final 11 games of the season. 

“It just feels like we’re planting the roots a little bit, for this year,” Okposo 
said. “We have an attitude in there … I haven’t talked about this with the 
guys, but I don’t want the year to end. It’s been so much fun, and I have 
a feeling that a lot of the guys in that room feel the same way. We just 
want this to continue and to keep going, and we’ve felt that way for a 
while. There’s no, ‘let’s just make it to the end and ride this thing out and 
get a couple wins.’ It’s go time, every day. 

“That’s a fun feeling to have and the way that we’re building the 
relationships and the culture is going to be what carries over.” 

The American Hockey League announced Wednesday that it has 
suspended Amerks forward Ben Holmstrom for eight games for using 
"homophobic language" during a game Thursday against Utica. 
Holmstrom is with the Amerks on a professional tryout. 

The AHL said in a statement that Holmstrom has already served two 
games of the suspension, and that he will have to undergo diversity and 
inclusion education. 

“To be clear, we have no tolerance for any form of hate and regret any 
harm his comment inflicted,” Amerks general manager Jason Karmanos 
said in a statement. “We strive to maintain an inclusive environment in 
which our differences are celebrated.” 

Miller skates  

Defenseman Colin Miller skated Wednesday morning, his second 
practice with the Sabres since exiting Covid-19 protocol, and was 
Buffalo’s fourth defensive pairing, with Mark Pysyk. Granato said Miller is 
“another day closer” to returning to the lineup. 
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Sabres prospect Erik Portillo built a business while leading Michigan to 
Frozen Four 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Back in Sweden preparing for the pressure-packed job of playing goalie 
for the top team in college hockey, Erik Portillo was at the beach with 
family one day last summer when he received an email that drew his 
attention away from the spectacular seascape. 

A fellow student at the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business 
contacted Portillo with interest in starting a mobile app that provides an 
avenue for student-athletes to profit from their name, image and likeness. 

The collaboration between Portillo and three Michigan students – Ronit 
Tiwary, Edward Huang and Cindy Gu – led to their creation of Dualete, a 
platform that allows youth athletes to register for one-on-one video 
sessions in which college athletes detail how they excel in a specific 
sport. Topics of discussion can include mental training, breathing 
exercises, diet, college recruiting and even sleep. 

Portillo, a third-round draft choice of the Sabres in 2019, recently ran pilot 
sessions with athletes ranging from ages 8 to 21, where he answered 
questions and detailed his training regimen to become the Wolverines’ 
starting goaltender. He donated his $2,000 in profits to a mental health 
organization and a youth hockey organization in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

People are also reading… 

“It was a great feeling being able to give back like that,” Portillo told The 
Buffalo News. 

Portillo, a 21-year-old sophomore, is thoroughly involved in the venture – 
which has interest from alumni investors – while handling a rigorous 
course load and the challenge of playing goal for a team that’s 
considered one of the best college hockey has ever seen. 

On the ice, Portillo has been one of the top goalies in NCAA hockey and 
his work in the crease has Michigan in the Frozen Four, where it will face 
the University of Denver at Boston’s TD Garden at 5 p.m. Thursday. 

“I think for Erik, he hasn’t shown to me any signs that any expectations or 
pressures to play behind Michigan's team has been any factor for him,” 
said Seamus Kotyk, the Sabres’ goaltending development coach. “He 
believes in himself, as his teammates believe in him. He goes about his 
season as it’s rightfully earned and he’s the right man for the job. He's 
very driven and very hungry to show people that he can do this.” 

Portillo and Wolverines teammate Owen Power are among four Sabres 
prospects competing in the Frozen Four. Defenseman Ryan Johnson 
and center Aaron Huglen with the University of Minnesota face 
Minnesota State in the other semifinal matchup Thursday night. The 
semifinal winners play for the national championship at 8 p.m. Saturday. 

Four of the top five picks in the NHL draft last July are on the Wolverines’ 
roster: Power, Matty Beniers, Luke Hughes and Kent Johnson. Their 
goalie was relatively inexperienced, though. 

Portillo is a highly touted prospect who was named the United States 
Hockey League’s goaltender of the year after a remarkable season with 
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the Dubuque Fighting Saints in 2019-20, but he appeared in only seven 
games at Michigan as a freshman because he was behind accomplished 
upperclassman Strauss Mann on the depth chart. 

No one inside Michigan's program was concerned. They watched Portillo 
during practices and he took advantage of his opportunity last season, 
totaling a .935 save percentage and 4-1 record. He spent his offseason 
training in Gothenburg, Sweden, where he faced shots from Sabres 
defenseman Rasmus Dahlin, Minnesota Wild winger Kevin Fiala and 
Detroit Red Wings rookie sensation Lucas Raymond, among other 
accomplished NHLers. 

“I already felt last year that I was ready,” Portillo said. “I was really 
pushing for that spot last year. And eventually, I got the chance to play 
and when I got to play, I did well. I've never really been nervous about 
that or felt like I wasn't able to do it. But obviously, I was working really 
hard to be as prepared as I possibly could be to excel in my role. 

“I want to be that guy. I want to be known as a winner. I want to be the 
guy who's that best when we need it the most.” 

Playing behind a team that deploys a wide-open style that can leave it 
susceptible to dangerous scoring chances, Portillo has been remarkable 
during his first full season as a college starter. He has a .926 save 
percentage, 2.13 goals against average and 31-9-1 record. A perfect 4-0 
record and .928 save percentage earned Portillo the honor of Big Ten 
Tournament MVP, a performance that secured the top seed in the NCAA 
Tournament for Michigan. 

Since Christmas, he has allowed two or fewer goals in 14 of his 21 
games, including four shutouts. He's shown improved technique and 
situational awareness while shouldering the heaviest workload of his 
career. 

Following each game, Kotyk has sent Portillo video breakdowns of 
specific situations in games to review positive moments and areas that 
need improvement. There has been gradual improvement in Portillo's 
technique and situational awareness. The big stage of the Frozen Four is 
a different challenge altogether, though. 

“Going through this with Erik, that’s what I’m watching for and how does 
he handle this moment and how is he responding in these stressful 
scenarios,” Kotyk said. “Try to push through these moments and 
encourage him to rise when your team needs you. I think it’s going to 
translate to when he needs to take steps with his career. He’s going to 
have that experience of how he handled a stressful situation or intense 
moments in the game.” 

Portillo has the benefit of practicing against teammates who could have 
played in the NHL this season, Power included. The immense skill of the 
Wolverines is a test unlike any Portillo can encounter in a game. And 
he’s proved up to the challenges away from the rink. 

Two days before the Big Ten championship, Portillo was taking two 
midterm exams in difficult courses. Dualete has also been an early 
success. He has several requests for one-on-one sessions, an 
encouraging next step in he and his fellow entrepreneur’s goal to create 
a business that helps student-athletes profit from their expertise. 

“The business school here at the University of Michigan, the Ross 
School, is one of the best in the country and to manage athletics on top 
of that is something else,” said Bryan Hogan, Michigan’s goaltending 
coach who played for the Wolverines from 2007-11. “It’s quite amazing 
that he can handle both and excel in both. ... His competitiveness and will 
to win are second to none and that’s what it takes to win these big 
games. He obviously has all the intangibles and skill in the world." 

With fellow Sabres goalie prospect Devon Levi heading back to school 
for his junior season at Northeastern, Portillo also will face a decision 
about his future when the Wolverines’ season ends. Kevyn Adams, the 
Sabres’ general manager, plans to discuss with Portillo the option to turn 
pro and sign an entry-level contract. But Portillo will have the option to 
return to Michigan for his junior year, a decision the Sabres would 
support, Adams told reporters Tuesday. 

Portillo said the decision hasn’t crossed his mind yet. His focus is on 
finishing what he and his teammates started. And regardless of the 
Frozen Four outcome, he expressed confidence that he’s physically 
ready for pro hockey. 

“I feel great about my game,” Portillo said. “And I think I think I could do 
it. But right now, all I'm focusing on is winning the national championship 
here and doing really well with Michigan. We have it so great here. So, 
either way, I wouldn't mind going back for another year. And I think, right 
now, I can't keep my mind in a different place. I'm focusing on winning a 
championship and then I'll have to figure out the rest." 
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Rochester Amerks' Ben Holmstrom suspended for eight games for use of 
homophobic language 

 

Staff Report 

 

Rochester Americans forward Ben Holmstrom has been suspended eight 
games by the American Hockey League for use of “homophobic 
language” during a March 30 game against Utica, the league announced. 

The league said Holmstrom was assessed a game misconduct by on-ice 
officials after the first period. The Amerks won the game 4-3 after trailing 
2-0. 

As part of the suspension, the league said Holmstrom will “participate in 
diversity and inclusion training.” 

“The American Hockey League is committed to building a culture that is 
safe, inclusive, and free from abuse, harassment and all forms of 
unethical behavior or misconduct,” the league said in a news release. 

He has already served two of the eight games, the AHL said.   

Amerks General Manager Jason Karmonos said in a statement: “We 
were made aware of an inappropriate comment made by one of our 
players in a recent game. Once aware, we took immediate action through 
numerous conversations with the player, team, and league. To be clear, 
we have no tolerance for any form of hate and regret any harm his 
comment inflicted. We strive to maintain an inclusive environment in 
which our differences are celebrated. We have sought counseling and 
awareness resources for the player.” 
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Jason Wolf: Bills sign Diggs, Sabres offer hope, Bandits soar, Bisons 
begin – oh, what a beautiful morning 

 

Jason Wolf News Sports Reporter 

 

What a beautiful morning in Western New York. 

Buffalo Bills fans awoke early Wednesday to news the team signed 
Stefon Diggs for what might be the rest of his career, securing the star 
wide receiver with a reported four-year, $96 million extension, on top of 
the two seasons remaining on his previous contract, keeping him here 
through the 2027 season. 
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General Manager Brandon Beane was always going to find a way to take 
care of Diggs. There was never a chance he was being shopped, 
contrary to whatever Doug Whaley thought. There’s a reason why he’s 
the former GM. 

Add the recent signing of Von Miller to the NFL’s No. 1-ranked defense, 
and Josh Allen blossoming into one of the best, most exciting young 
quarterbacks in the NFL, and the Bills are not only Super Bowl favorites 
this year, but their championship window should remain wide open for 
years to come. 

The ever-looming threat the franchise might relocate has been erased 
now that the team, state and county have agreed to finance a $1.4 billion 
stadium in Orchard Park. Final approval from state and county legislators 
will officially end decades of speculation. 

The Sabres, as my colleague Jay Skurski notes, have hope for the first 
time in forever. They’re going to miss the playoffs for an 11th consecutive 
season but aren’t going out without a fight, posting an 8-2-3 record since 
defeating Jack Eichel in his return with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The heady stretch also includes a decisive victory against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in an outdoor game at Tim Hortons Field in Hamilton, Ont.; a 
victory against the Nashville Predators when Rick Jeanneret’s banner 
was raised to the rafters; and Tuesday night's triumph against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, which reside in first place in the Metro Division. 

Defenseman Owen Power, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2021 NHL draft, 
could join the team as soon as next week after finishing his career at 
Michigan in the Frozen Four. 

The Bandits are the best team in the National Lacrosse League, with a 
13-2 record and playoff berth secured. They’re undefeated at home and 
have scored 210 goals, 36 more than the league’s second most potent 
offense. 

Mark Schmidt agreed to remain the men’s basketball coach at St. 
Bonaventure, reportedly spurning a substantial raise offered by 
Massachusetts, and then led the Bonnies to the NIT semifinals at 
Madison Square Garden. 

The Bisons opened the season with a victory on Tuesday in front of more 
than 10,000 fans at Sahlen Field, a return to normalcy after the 2020 
season was canceled and much of last year was spent playing home 
games in Trenton, N.J., with the Triple-A club displaced by the parent 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

The temperature approached 60 degrees, a prelude of what’s to come 
with Buffalo’s magical summer weather on the way. 

I walked my dog without wearing a coat. 

Oh, what a beautiful morning. 
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Islanders enjoy rare two-day breather during taxing schedule 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — At last, there was some rest on Wednesday for the no 
doubt weary Islanders in a relentless schedule. 

They next face the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Friday 
night at PNC Arena after having a season-high four-game winning streak 
snapped in Tuesday night’s 3-2 loss to the Stars. The Islanders’ five-
game road trip ends Saturday night against the Blues. 

Two days between games is something the team hasn’t experienced in a 
month. 

“We’ll just have to get as fresh as we can,” coach Barry Trotz said. 
“We’re playing pretty well every second day. Mostly every week it’s five 
games a week if you stack the weekends up. You don’t know when 
you’re going to hit a wall. We’re going to try to replenish the tanks as 
much as we can and then we’ll go at it again.” 

Wednesday was strictly a travel day for the Islanders. Not that the 
Islanders have practiced on off days as they are concluding the season 
with 38 games in a breakneck 69 days. They played a franchise-record 
17 games in March and have 16 in April. Friday and Saturday will mark 
their sixth set of back-to-back games since Feb. 26. 

The last time they had two days off from games in a row was March 8-9. 
It will happen just once more this month. 

“That’ll be nice,” Brock Nelson said. “A couple of us were talking about 
that yesterday, just the run we’ve had. It seems like we’ve played three 
straight weeks, or four straight weeks of four games in seven nights. You 
get into that routine and that rhythm of either it’s a game day or a non-
game day. So to have two days, it will probably feel like an eternity to a 
couple of guys, being able to relax, recover and shut the mind off a bit 
from the game. 

“Hopefully, we can use that and take advantage of that knowing after that 
we’ve got a back-to-back with travel again. A tough one. These two days 
to get rest will be nice.” 

The Islanders have played well through the grueling stretch as Tuesday’s 
loss still left them 11-4-1 since March 10. 

But their chances of overtaking the Capitals for the Eastern Conference’s 
final wild-card spot remain remote and the Islanders still must prove they 
can elevate their game against the NHL’s best. 

Their loss to the Stars left them 7-22-2 against the 16 teams holding 
playoff spots entering Wednesday’s play; the Islanders have been 
outscored 104-64 in those games. Eleven of their final 13 games are 
against teams currently playoff-bound. 

The Islanders lost their season opener in Carolina, 6-3, on Oct. 14 but 
beat the Blues, 2-1, at UBS Arena on March 5. 

“We’ve got two very good teams coming up in Carolina and St. Louis 
and, after that, we’ve got a number of other teams that are very good,” 
Trotz said. “Our schedule and our opponents are very good. So we’ll play 
as hard as we can.” 
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Joe Micheletti to fill in for Butch Goring as Isles analyst on Friday 

 

By Neil Best 

 

With longtime Islanders analyst Butch Goring still recovering from recent 
shoulder surgery, MSG Networks will turn to former Islanders and current 
Rangers analyst Joe Micheletti to fill in for Friday night’s game against 
the Hurricanes. 

Because Micheletti is calling a Rangers game on Saturday night, he will 
not travel to Raleigh for the Islanders game. Rather, he and play-by-play 
man Brendan Burke will work from MSG’s Manhattan studios. 

On Saturday night, Bridgeport Islanders announcer Alan Fuehring will 
call the Islanders’ game at St. Louis from the studio, filling in for Burke, 
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who will be on the road for a Sunday TNT game. The analyst for that 
game has not yet been named. 

If Goring is not ready to return next week, MSG will turn to other analysts 
to fill in, including Anson Carter. 
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Islanders prospect Samuel Bolduc taking 'strides in the right direction’ 
despite a trying 2nd pro season 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

It was a little more than 14 months ago that Islanders prospect Samuel 
Bolduc left quite a positive impression on the team’s brain trust after an 
abbreviated training camp that preceded a shortened NHL season. At the 
time of his reassignment to Bridgeport to start his professional career, 
Bolduc was considered to be one of the top eight or nine defensemen in 
the organization, colleague Arthur Staple wrote. 

Bolduc was one of just four players to appear in all 24 games for the 
Islanders’ AHL affiliate, posting 14 points (six goals, eight assists). He 
was the team’s leading scorer among defensemen and was named to the 
Atlantic Division All-Star team. It was a nice step forward for the No. 57 
selection in the 2019 NHL Draft. 

But this season has not gone nearly as smoothly for the 6-foot-4, 220-
pounder. He got hurt before training camp, and once he arrived he wasn’t 
able to play through the undisclosed injury. Bolduc didn’t play his first 
AHL game until Oct. 30, missing the first six games of Bridgeport’s 
season. He has just six points (two goals, four assists) in 52 games, 
struggling to catch up after losing so much valuable prep time. 

“Missed the entire (NHL) training camp, missed the American League 
training camp, missed the opening parts of the season, and then (to) just 
step in and try to find your groove — I really think that did put him back a 
little, and he’s been chasing the game and chasing the season ever 
since,” Bridgeport coach Brent Thompson said. 

Said Bolduc: “It was tough at the start of the season to get in the tempo 
of the game.” 

Thompson, though, isn’t all that concerned about Bolduc’s decline in 
offense, even if he believes the defenseman’s big shot can be better 
utilized as he continues to develop. He’s not the kind of defenseman 
that’s going to be relied on to put up big numbers at the NHL level if he 
can get there. It’s been a process for Bolduc to learn how to use his 
significant frame, and in that regard, both he and his coach believe he’s 
improved. 

“He’s taken strides in the right direction,” Thompson said. “I still think 
there’s more development that needs to happen: reading rushes, pace in 
general. But if you look at the big picture, he’s done a really nice job as 
far as improving his defensive game, box-outs, physical presence. He’s 
using his body more to his advantage right now.” 

Bolduc echoed his coach, saying that he’s improved at “boxing out and 
probably (finishing) my checks a little bit more. My breakouts in the 
(defensive) zone, I think, have been better. I think that’s more of a focus 
I’ve put on this year.” 

Bolduc didn’t play much of a role in Bridgeport’s 4-3 overtime home loss 
to Hershey on Tuesday (which was, incidentally, the 3,000th win for the 
storied AHL franchise). He wasn’t on the ice for any goals for or against 
and didn’t register any shots on goal, but there were still some moments 
where he was noticeable. 

In the first period, Bolduc’s strong outlet pass from deep in the defensive 
zone to Otto Koivula led to an Islanders rush. In the second, though, he 
failed to get the puck out on a play along the wall with the Islanders killing 
off a double-minor for high sticking, leading to extended zone time for the 
Bears. Then in the third, with the game tied 2-2, Bolduc was the lone 
defender on a three-on-one rush by Hershey, with the end result being a 
Cory Schneider pad save (Schneider was reassigned to Bridgeport on 
Tuesday morning after his emotional win for the Islanders at New Jersey 
on Sunday). 

Bolduc has also played with a host of partners this season, including, 
recently, Grant Hutton, who is on recall to the NHL team and has been 
mostly steady as part of the third defense pair. 

Others have also gotten a chance, of course — whether it’s Robin Salo, 
Sebastian Aho or Parker Wotherspoon, who was recalled in January and, 
although he didn’t get into a game, has been “arguably one of 
(Bridgeport’s) best D all year,” Thompson said. 

Meanwhile, Bolduc has been forced to bide his time, in a pretty clear 
message that the Islanders’ front office would like to see him play a more 
consistent game before he gets considered for an NHL debut. 

A pair of NHL scouts offered some thoughts on the Bolduc’s progress. 

“He was pretty hyped up (his) draft year with raw tools but has stalled last 
few years,” said one. “I think he still has potential with his size/skating, 
but it’s going to take longer. Decision-making with (the) puck hasn’t 
improved a lot.” 

Said the other: “I thought he played well last year. His development kind 
of slowed this year. … He’s a big guy that can skate. I wouldn’t say he’s 
a skilled guy, but he does have some skill. I think he’s going to be more 
of a defender. I would call him a prospect. He’s got size and he can 
skate. Worst case he can maybe be a low-end guy, but last year he 
looked like a (much) better player.” 

Still, Bolduc is just 21 years old. The potential is very much there. And 
the Islanders are likely going to need some left-shot defensemen in the 
system to make an impact sooner than later, with guys like Zdeno Chara 
and Andy Greene likely both at the end of the line in their respective 
careers. 

“I think he’ll have a chance,” the scout continued. “I watch these guys, 
and some of them take two years, some take three years. But a guy that 
young has still got a chance to play, especially with his size and skating 
ability.” 

While time is running out for Bolduc to earn a recall this season, 
particularly with the Islanders enjoying full health on their back end 
headed into Tuesday’s game in Dallas, Bridgeport is still fighting for a 
playoff spot. Tuesday’s overtime loss has them three points behind the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins. They sit in seventh place in the eight-
team division and must get into the top six to qualify. 

When asked if he’s anxious to finally suit up for the NHL’s Islanders, 
Bolduc said he’s more focused on doing what he has to do with the AHL 
club. 

“I try not to think about that,” he said. “I try to concentrate (on) where I am 
in the present and try to do well here to help my team. Obviously, we’re 
battling for a playoff spot. One day, I’ll get a call-up and I’ll be ready then, 
too. I’m just trying to concentrate on where I am right now.” 
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40 Points For Dobson, 'He Just Keeps Continuing To Grow' 

 

By Stefen Rosner 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 7, 2022 

 

 

The biggest story of the New York Islanders 2021-22 season has been 
the growth of 22-year old defenseman Noah Dobson. The 12th overall 
pick in 2018 took a few years but has now blossomed into a force on the 
backend, filling a much-needed role for New York Islanders head coach 
Barry Trotz. 

After a two-assist night against the Dallas Stars on Tuesday, Noah 
Dobson recorded his 29th and 30th assists of the season and now has 
40 points in 67 games played. 

He is the first New York Islanders defenseman to reach the 40-point 
mark since Nick Leddy accomplished that feat back in the 2014-15 
season. 

“Noah was really good. He made some poise plays. I think he had two 
assists tonight,” Trotz said. “He just keeps continuing to grow. (He) 
played big minutes, and you know at the end, he gave us a chance at 
one more crack at it.” 

“The growth plate for him has been pretty steady.” 

Dobson had totaled 21 points through his first two seasons in the 
National Hockey League in 80 games played. This season, in a more 
prominent role, Dobson has 40 points in just 67 games. 

We asked Noah Dobson last week about his growth and his head coach 
Barry Trotz, and both spoke about his confidence level, his mentors, and 
his ability to slow the game down. 

A big piece of the interview with Trotz spoke a lot about learning from 
mistakes, as that leads to growth. 

Dobson’s Growth in Confidence, Having Chara in His Ear, Past Mentors 

Even on a night where he made some incredible plays, two critical plays 
leading to two Islanders goals, along with a diving save to stop an empty-
net goal, it was not a perfect night for Dobson. 

With under 10 minutes to play in the middle frame, the score even at two, 
the New York Islanders found themselves on a power play. With Anders 
Lee tied up with Luke Glendening, Noah Dobson went over to provide 
support, positioning himself accordingly to keep the puck inside the 
Dallas Stars zone if the puck came loose. 

Unfortunately, Dobson bobbled the puck, and veteran forward Luke 
Glendening skated one-on-one with the 22-year old defenseman. 

As Dobson skated backward, he had a chance to press Glendening, 
which would have forced the forward to shoot the puck or pass it 
prematurely. Instead, Dobson gave Glendening time and space as he 
found Faksa for a tip-in at the top of the New York Islanders crease. 

We didn't planet, but that sure was nice. 

 : @BallySportsSW | #TexasHockey pic.twitter.com/KaHGGgYsZi 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) April 6, 2022 

Dobson made a mistake or two depending on how you look at the play. It 
was not the reason why the New York Islanders lost the game despite 
the importance of the goal. 

Like we have seen with Dobson all season, especially in the second half, 
it’s about how he responds. 

Earlier in his NHL career, a mistake like that would have impacted 
Dobson’s performance for the rest of the game. 

But it didn’t on Tuesday, as he made a heroic effort late in the game, and 
that’s how you grow as an NHL player. 

Noah Dobson is playing big minutes on a nightly basis for the New York 
Islanders, averaging 21:09 minutes per game. He’s playing on the top 
power-play unit, which he has done for most of the season. With 

defenseman Scott Mayfield on the shelf for likely the rest of the season, 
Dobson has seen minutes on the penalty kill as well. 

Not every night in the NHL will go your way, and a perfect example was 
Dallas Stars netminder Jake Oettinger who did not play his best brand of 
hockey. 

However, when it mattered most, Oettinger robbed New York Islanders 
forward Mathew Barzal with 

SEND THAT PUCK TO SPACE, OTTER!    
pic.twitter.com/y9zzibpQdx 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) April 6, 2022 

You make mistakes, you regroup, and you do what you can to help give 
your team the best chance to win. That’s how you grow as an NHL 
player. 

Noah Dobson has grown exponentially this season into not a player who 
could be a difference-maker but a player who already is a difference-
maker for the New York Islanders. 
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3 Takeaways From 3-2 Loss to Stars 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

After a strong week in which the New York Islanders went 4-0-0 to give 
themselves a shot at a potential magical run to the postseason, they hit a 
wall in Tuesday’s 3-2 loss to the Dallas Stars. 

Islanders Eclipsed by Stars, Win Streak Falls 

Here are the 3 takeaways: 

Desperate Times Call For Desperate Measures 

The New York Islanders had won four straight games previously and 
found themselves 11 points back of the Washington Capitals with 14 
games to go, while the Dallas Stars sat just a point out of a playoff spot. 

The desperation levels should have been high for both teams, but for the 
majority of the contest, the Dallas Stars were the one’s that played like 
their season was on the line. 

Through two periods of play, the New York Islanders had nothing going 
offensively. They were outshot 29-10 up to that point, having allowed 18 
shots in the first period alone before 11 in the second. The Islanders 
were held to just three shots on goal in the middle frame, with their first of 
the period, the Brock Nelson goal coming 31 seconds into the period, 
and their second coming with 1:30 to play in the period. 

The Islanders finally showed some desperation in the third period as they 
recorded 11 shots on goal and had some excellent chances to score on 
secondary opportunities but were unable to beat Dallas Stars netminder 
Jake Oettinger. 

“It was disappointing we didn’t get off to a better start,” New York 
Islanders head coach Barry Trotz said If we were to have played with the 
desperation, we did in the second half of the game there, I think we 
would be sitting here with at least a point.” 

Noah Dobson Reaches 30-Assist Mark 

With two assists in Tuesday night’s contest, New York Islanders 
defenseman Noah Dobson reached the 30-assist mark for the first time in 
his NHL career. The 22-year old defenseman has provided offense from 
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the backend, truly coming into his own back in December, and has not 
taken his foot off the gas. 

His awareness in all three zones has improved drastically, and his ability 
to slow the game down has allowed him to make plays of his own. 

Late in the first period, Noah Dobson made a quick play in the defensive 
zone to hit Jean-Gabriel Pageau in stride, with Pageau eventually scoring 
on the rush to tie the contest at one in the first period. 

PAGEAU WITH A RIP pic.twitter.com/VWozG5w4Rg 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) April 6, 2022 

Dobson’s second assist came from his skates, as he transitioned up the 
ice through the neutral zone, dished the puck to Brock Nelson, and 
continued to skate providing Nelson with enough time and space to pick 
his spot and bury. 

It's NOAH once again starting this one and Brock buries it! 
pic.twitter.com/xgCHn06d2K 

— Isles on MSG+ (@IslesMSGN) April 6, 2022 

Since January first, Noah Dobson has six goals and 22 assists for 28 
points in 42 games played. He is also a +8. 

“Noah was really good. He made some poise plays. I think he had two 
assists tonight,” Trotz said. “He keeps continuing to grow. (He) played big 
minutes and you know at the end he gave us a chance at one more crack 
at it.” 

“The growth plate for him has been pretty steady.” 

Varlamov Gives Islanders a Chance 

After getting the day off Sunday, the NHL’s 3rd Star of the Week, 
Semyon Varlamov, was back in between the pipes Tuesday. 

Althoug he allowed three goals in the 3-2 loss to Dallas, Semyon 
Varlamov gave the New York Islanders every chance in this one, as he 
stopped 37 of 40 shots that came his way. 

Out of the 40 shots, 16 of them were considered high-danger shots, in 
which he stopped 13. And there was not a whole lot he could do on either 
three goals. 

There’s no question that Semyon Varlamov was interfered with by Dallas 
captain Jamie Benn on the Dallas Stars first goal of the contest, but the 
officials determined that the contact was incidental and that the contact 
occurred outside the crease upon Barry Trotz’s challenge. 

The second goal against deflected off of Tyler Seguin in front and the 
third goal, the game-winner, came via a Radek Faksa in-tight tip. The 
Islanders struggled mightily at protecting the front of Varlamov’s crease. 

Over his last five games, Semyon Varlamov owns a .932 SV% with a 
2.83 GAA. 

“Outstanding…again like he’s been all year for us. He’s been a rock,” 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau said on the performance of his netminder in the 
loss. 

“All of our goalies have been really good for us all year. They give us a 
chance to win every night and that’s what he did tonight. He made some 
key saves at some moment to give us a chance to come back. I mean 
they put a lot of pucks on net with traffic and he was able to fight through 
the traffic, find those pucks to make the big save.” 
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Trevor Zegras, Adam Henrique score in Ducks loss to Flames - Los 
Angeles Times 

 

Greg Beacham 

3-4 minutes 07/04/2022 

April 6, 2022 10:09 PM PT 

 

Michael Stone got his first goal of the season and an assist in his 500th 
NHL game, and Elias Lindholm scored his 36th goal in the Calgary 
Flames’ 4-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks on Wednesday night. 

Tyler Toffoli also scored and Johnny Gaudreau got his 96th point on a 
sharp assist for the Pacific Division-leading Flames, who have won two 
straight after their first three-game losing streak since January. Jacob 
Markstrom made 26 saves, and Matthew Tkachuk added an empty-net 
goal with 35 seconds left. 

The high-flying Flames got an unlikely offensive boost from Stone, their 
31-year-old depth defenseman. He hadn’t produced a multi-point game 
since Oct. 17, 2018, but he picked up the second assist on Lindholm’s 
opening goal before he scored on a slap shot with 9:32 to play. 

Trevor Zegras and Adam Henrique scored for the Ducks, who have lost 
13 of 14 games since March 6. Anthony Stolarz stopped 24 shots as 
Anaheim remained competitive with another playoff bound opponent, but 
again failed to earn a point. 

Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf was a scratch with a lower-body injury in the 
first game since he announced his decision to retire at the end of the 
season. The 17-year veteran has missed much of the past month with his 
injury, but he intends to travel on Anaheim’s upcoming road trip, and he 
hopes to be healthy for his final home game April 24. 

Calgary got on the board in the first period when Gaudreau, who leads 
the NHL in even-strength points, got the puck behind Anaheim’s net and 
made an exceptional backhand pass into the slot for Lindholm. Gaudreau 
is fifth in the league with 62 assists. 

Toffoli slipped through Anaheim’s blue line in the second period and 
roofed his 19th goal of the season, including 10 in 25 games since joining 
the Flames from Montreal. 

Zegras answered for Anaheim late in the second when he got the puck in 
front from Vinni Lettieri, did a pirouette to his forehand and beat 
Markstrom through a minuscule opening for his 18th goal. Lettieri’s assist 
was his first NHL point since Jan. 26. 

After the Ducks failed to capitalize on numerous scoring chances in the 
third, Stone was left all alone for a hard shot that ricocheted in off the bar 
for his first goal in a season spent mostly as a scratch. 

Henrique kept the Ducks close with a power play goal with 8:07 to play, 
but Anaheim couldn’t equalize before Tkachuk put his 33rd goal of the 
season into an empty net. 
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Ducks keep it close, but can’t overcome the Flames in latest loss 

 

Elliott Teaford 

12-15 minutes 07/04/2022 

 

ANAHEIM — The Ducks took the Honda Center ice with good intentions 
against the Calgary Flames on Wednesday night. The Ducks were no 
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match for the Flames on paper, trailing the Pacific Division leaders by 23 
points in the standings and heading for a fourth consecutive early 
vacation. 

But since they don’t play the games on paper but on ice, the Ducks 
weren’t exactly pushovers. Playing with nothing to lose, skating 
purposefully and matching the Flames’ speed and skill, the Ducks stayed 
within striking distance before falling, 4-2, their 13th loss in 14 games. 

“We hate losing here,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. “It doesn’t feel 
good and it eats you. The ‘but’ for me is that I’m proud of how we played. 
We played hard. We created enough chances to score more goals. We 
didn’t get rewarded. (Flames goalie Jacob) Markstrom was excellent.” 

Calgary built a two-goal lead by the midway point of the second period 
thanks to two bolts of lightning that seemed to come out of nowhere and 
put the Flames into a position to win their second in a row after a three-
game winless streak (0-2-1). There wasn’t much the Ducks could do 
about either. 

Johnny Gaudreau set up the Flames’ first goal with a pass into the slot 
from behind the net, and Elias Lindholm ripped a shot past Ducks 
goaltender Anthony Stolarz for a 1-0 lead. Then, Tyler Toffoli scored off 
the rush for a 2-0 lead, after the Ducks generated pressure at the other 
end. 

Then, with the second period winding down, the Ducks cut their deficit in 
half thanks to Trevor Zegras’ 18th goal of the season and his 51st point. 
It was nothing fancy, but a simple spin-and-shoot that eluded Markstrom 
at 18:11 of the second, giving the Ducks a jolt of energy. 

From the start, the Ducks were determined to get to the front of the 
Flames’ net and create havoc in front of Markstrom. Their lack of scoring 
touch proved to be a fatal flaw, however. They skated into the high-
danger areas. They delivered the puck there and even got their shots 
away. 

They scored only twice, however. 

Stolarz started in place of John Gibson, who was in goal for all six of the 
Edmonton Oilers’ goals in a 6-1 loss on Sunday. Stolarz had little chance 
on either of the first two Calgary goals, then Michael Stone fired a 
perimeter shot past him for a 3-1 lead at 10:28 of the third. 

Adam Henrique’s power-play goal cut it to 3-2 moments later. Matthew 
Tkachuk, taking a break from chasing (and cross-checking and holding) 
Zegras around the ice, sealed the deal with an empty-net goal. Any 
hopes the Ducks’ had of a comeback attempt ended with 35 seconds to 
play. 

Facing an all-star pest like Tkachuk was a good experience for Zegras, 
according to Eakins, another learning experience in what’s been a 
standout rookie season for the 21-year-old center. After all, Zegras 
wouldn’t warrant such close attention if he wasn’t playing such a strong 
game. 

“Someone talking to you or giving you an extra shot shouldn’t have any 
effect on your game, but it’s very easy to let it,” Eakins said. “It goes 
down to choices. Am I going to let this guy – and I’m not talking about 
Tkachuk, just to be very clear – because there are all kinds of players 
who talk a lot and they try to get under your skin. 

“That’s their game. You have to make a choice. Are you going to let that 
get you off your game? It should have no effect on your game. Them 
checking you hard and closing on you hard, them denying you the middle 
of the ice – that’s what has an effect on your game.” 
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Troy Terry back in Ducks’ lineup, says he’s done talking about Jay 
Beagle fight 

 

Elliott Teaford 

4-5 minutes 07/04/2022 

 

ANAHEIM — Troy Terry is over it. The swelling around his left eye has 
gone down. The bruises are now turning a deep shade of purple that’s 
almost black. The cuts near his eye are starting to heal, too. So, he 
would like to stop thinking and talking about the pummeling he received 
from Jay Beagle last Friday. 

After sitting out of the Ducks’ loss to the Edmonton Oilers on Sunday 
because the swelling near his eye limited his vision, Terry was back in 
their lineup for Wednesday’s game against the Calgary Flames at Honda 
Center. His vision was normal and there were no facial fractures. 

“It wasn’t a concussion or anything,” Terry said, explaining his absence 
from Sunday’s lineup. “I just had some issues with swelling and being 
able to see properly. It was kind of my problem. I feel good. I’m ready to 
just play and stop thinking about it and stop talking about it.” 

Terry acknowledged watching the video of his one-sided fight with 
Beagle in the closing minutes of the Ducks’ victory over the Arizona 
Coyotes on Friday night. He seemed conflicted about what happened, 
ready to blame Beagle one moment and willing to forgive him in the next. 

The incident began when Ducks teammate Trevor Zegras attempted to 
poke a loose puck into the net. Beagle delivered a late, hard cross-check 
to Zegras’ back, sending him flying. Terry arrived to stick up for Zegras, 
but he wasn’t prepared for the flurry of right hands to his face. 

Terry never got his gloves off and never got his hands in front of his face 
to defend himself. He was, at that point, a bloodied non-combatant. The 
Ducks were furious at Beagle, believing he violated hockey’s unwritten 
code because he continued to punch an unwilling participant. 

“I’ve watched the video,” Terry said. “I don’t know if ‘Z’ touched the 
goalie, and that’s the thing. I know it’s a 5-0 game and I know how I get 
when we’re losing. I thought the cross-check was outrageous. I wouldn’t 
change going in there. I would change how I went in there. It’s a learning 
lesson. 

“There’s two sides of it, to me. There’s the side where I feel it’s a little 
much the way it went. I clearly was not trying to engage in a fight. But 
then the other side of it, for me, is that it was a learning lesson. If I go in 
there, I need to be more ready to handle that situation. It goes both ways. 

“I’m not mad at him. It is what it is. It was just the situation. I’m kind of 
ready to move on from it. There’s two sides to it that I’ve been battling 
with. Is it wrong? Is it something I just need to learn? At the end of the 
day, it’s hockey and I took a punch to the face. A few punches. I’m all 
good.” 

Terry said he received a “text indirectly” that Beagle “was sorry” for 
injuring him. 

“It’s just kind of blown out of proportion now,” Terry said. “I don’t want to 
say the wrong things right now. I would say it didn’t sit well with a lot of 
guys (on the Ducks), which is fair to say. At the end of the day, I’m going 
back and forth on what to say because I don’t want to start anything. 

“I’m done with it.” 

TERRY ON GETZLAF 

Terry had this to say about retiring teammate Ryan Getzlaf, the Ducks’ 
longtime captain: “I don’t even know where to start with him. I came (into 
the NHL) as a pass-first guy. That’s what he’s been labeled as his whole 
career, so he kind of took me under his wing. He’s meant so much to me 
on the ice. 
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“It’s just everything. The way he is with his kids. The way he handles his 
body. The way he treats (his wife) Paige. One of the best things he’s told 
me is that it’s always good to say, ‘It’s nice to see you,’ and not ‘It’s nice 
to meet you.’ Little things like that. I can’t talk enough about how much 
he’s meant to me.” 
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Roman Josi or Cale Makar? Making the case for the Norris Trophy front-
runners 

 

Adam Vingan, Peter Baugh 

6-8 minutes 05/04/2022 

 

As the NHL regular season nears its close, the race for the Norris Trophy 
is filled with worthy contenders. 

Two defensemen appear to have emerged from the pack down the 
stretch — Nashville Predators captain Roman Josi, who won the Norris 
Trophy in 2020, and Colorado Avalanche wunderkind Cale Makar, who 
was runner-up last season. 

Avalanche reporter Peter Baugh and Predators reporter Adam Vingan 
debate which defenseman should have the edge: 

Vingan: To be clear, neither of us has a rooting interest in this race, but 
for the purpose of this exercise, we are going to stump for “our guy.” I’ll 
start. 

A frequent criticism of Norris Trophy voting is that there is too much 
emphasis on scoring. Not since Brian Leetch in 1991-92, however, has a 
defenseman finished a season with 100 points. The five who have done 
so in league history, either once or multiple times, are all in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame — Leetch, Paul Coffey, Al MacInnis, Bobby Orr and Denis 
Potvin. 

Even if Josi, who has 81 points in 66 games, does not reach the century 
mark, he is on his way to having the highest-scoring season by a 
defenseman in the salary-cap era. (Brent Burns had 83 points in 2018-
19, though John Carlson played at an 89-point pace during the 
pandemic-interrupted 2019-20 season.) 

There is more to Josi’s game than goals and assists, but his numbers 
this season are impossible to ignore. He could join rare company. 

Your turn, Peter. Make your opening argument for Makar. 

Baugh: I’ll start by saying I haven’t decided who I’ll vote for, and I don’t 
plan to until the end of the year. There are still plenty of games left for 
Josi, Makar, Victor Hedman, Charlie McAvoy and others to make their 
case. 

Josi is having a brilliant season, so I don’t say this to take anything away 
from him, but the Norris is, by definition, given “to the defense player who 
demonstrates throughout the season the greatest all-round ability in the 
position.” It’s not supposed to be given to the person who reaches the 
coolest milestone. 

Between Makar and Josi, Makar has a higher GSVA, better Expected 
Goals For percentage and better Corsi For percentage. If you look at 
counting stats, it’s important to remember that not all points are created 
equal. Makar has a significant edge on Josi in terms of goals, and he 
only trails him by six points. If you take away secondary assists — which 
are valuable but, in general, less important than goals and primary 
assists — Josi’s lead would be only 50-49. Makar is also playing more 
minutes than Josi and — unlike Josi — has fewer giveaways than 
takeaways, per Evolving-Hockey. 

Again, I’m not trying to discredit Josi, who is incredible. But if we are 
looking at the definition of the award, Makar probably has the edge at this 
point. 

Vingan: Our Shayna Goldman recently did an excellent job detailing what 
makes Josi so dangerous with the puck. 

When it comes to transition play, Josi has few peers. He leads all 
defensemen by a wide margin in zone entries (269) and exits (489), 
according to Sportlogiq. Miro Heiskanen is second in entries with 174, 
and Hedman is second in exits with 399. 

Because Josi is so good at generating offense, his defensive ability goes 
overlooked. He has a great stick and is among the top defensemen in the 
league at breaking up passes. There is no better form of defense, 
though, than possessing the puck, which Josi does at an elite level. Only 
Quinn Hughes (197:23) and Rasmus Dahlin (166:49) have had the puck 
on their stick more than Josi (165:17) in all situations. 

Josi is the engine that drives the Predators, who have exceeded 
expectations this season, including mine. Perhaps that is more of an 
argument for the Hart Trophy, but then again, it has been 22 years since 
a defenseman was named MVP. 

Baugh: The Predators exceeding expectations doesn’t impact my thought 
process for the Norris much, and with their remaining schedule — which 
includes Colorado, Tampa Bay, Florida, Pittsburgh, Edmonton, St. Louis, 
Calgary twice and Minnesota twice — it’s no lock that they’ll stay ahead 
of Dallas and Vegas. I’m not going to fault Makar for playing for the 
Avalanche, a team that was supposed to be good and has lived up to 
expectations, just like I won’t fault Josi if Nashville slips out of the 
playoffs. 

Speaking of defense, Makar has been trustworthy in his own end this 
year. He still makes occasional mistakes but has been solid overall, and 
he plays nearly twice as much on the penalty kill as Josi (88 minutes to 
51 minutes). He also has better puck possession metrics, as I mentioned 
above. 

Vingan: Most of our colleagues agree with you. We took an informal poll, 
and 13 of 17 said they would pick Makar over Josi. The league’s 32 head 
coaches, however, leaned Josi when asked by Pierre LeBrun. 

Sean McIndoe chimed in with an interesting take. He said he is leaning 
toward Makar for the Norris Trophy, but he is also considering giving Josi 
one of his five Hart Trophy votes. 

Here is his explanation: 

It comes down to how you define the “value” in a most valuable player. If 
it’s just the best player, then any consideration you give to defensemen 
should match your Norris ballot. But there’s a case to be made that 
Makar is having a slightly more impressive season on a stacked team, 
while Josi’s providing more value by carrying a borderline Predators 
squad into the playoffs. That’s probably a little over-dramatic — Nashville 
is far from a one-man team — but there’s an element of truth to it. And it 
would let me recognize both guys without feeling like I picked one over 
the other.  

The margin between Josi and Makar is razor-thin. Both are tremendous. 
This could be the tightest Norris Trophy race we have ever seen. 

Baugh: It will be a lot of fun to see how this plays out over the next 
month. Josi could get to 100 points, and Makar could get to 30 goals. 
These are benchmarks we haven’t seen defensemen hit in a long time. 
Regardless of how final voting plays out, both are having incredible 
seasons, and there’s still time for another player to finish strong and 
make voting decisions even more difficult. 
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LeBrun: Is it time to change the definition of the Hart Trophy from most 
valuable to most outstanding? 
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Pierre LeBrun 
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The Hart Memorial Trophy is given “to the player adjudged to be the most 
valuable to his team.” This brings us to Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl 
and the narrative that they will cannibalize each of their Hart Trophy 
votes to some degree. 

Before Tuesday night, the two superstars were 1-2 in league scoring and 
have been simply amazing. But to pick just one of them? Or, maybe you 
don’t have to pick just one of them? But then how is one the MVP over 
the other? 

My brain hurts. 

The underlying numbers suggest it’s McDavid in that Oilers debate, as 
our numbers guru Dom Luszczyszyn pointed out in his latest NHL 
awards watch Tuesday. But you can’t discount the plain reality that both 
Oilers superstars are both near the top of the scoring leaderboard and 
have produced all season long. So, how can you pick an MVP from the 
other? 

It is not a new phenomenon. We’ve had this narrative over the years in 
Pittsburgh with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. 

It is weird in some ways that Crosby’s incredible first-ballot Hockey Hall 
of Fame career features only two Hart Trophy wins (2007 and 2014). Part 
of the reasoning is due to the injuries he’s suffered throughout his career, 
another is that Alex Ovechkin deserved to win the Hart three times. But I 
do remember some of the voting also being impacted by Malkin’s equally 
dominant seasons on the same team. In fact, when Malkin won his lone 
Hart Trophy in 2011-12, Crosby was limited to 22 games. You can figure 
out the rest from there. 

Now, as many have pointed out, McDavid won the Hart Trophy last 
season (as voted on by selected members of the Professional Hockey 
Writers Association) after blowing away the competition with 105 points 
in 56 games. Draisaitl was second in league scoring with 84 points in 56 
games, but the gap at the top was enough to convince voters and frankly, 
there’s no question McDavid was the right choice. 

Draisaitl, meanwhile, won the Hart Trophy in 2019-20 after putting up 110 
points in 71 games but an important part of his winning narrative with the 
voters was his play when McDavid missed games that season. It was 
only seven games but long enough I think to beef up Draisaitl’s MVP 
case. 

If the Hart Trophy definition were about honouring the most outstanding 
season, there wouldn’t be any angst about voting for both in that context. 
But as an MVP for your team, in this case, both McDavid and Draisaitl 
are incredibly valuable to their team. 

So, with this in mind, I turned to perhaps the greatest opinion on the 
matter, a guy who won nine Hart Trophies as NHL MVP in his ridiculous 
career. Nine. He sees no need to change the definition of the Hart 
Trophy. 

“This is just my personal opinion and I could be way wrong, but the way I 
look at it, the Hart Trophy is the MVP and the Ted Lindsay (Award) is the 
most outstanding player,’’ Wayne Gretzky told The Athletic on Tuesday. 

“I think they’re two different trophies. I think the Ted Lindsay (as voted on 
by players) is harder to win because the players every now and then are 
like, ‘We need a change.’  Subconsciously. ‘This guy has had a great 
year, even though maybe that other guy is better, I’m picking this guy.’ 
The Ted Lindsay is the hardest one to win continuously.’’ 

Gretzky’s point here is that if you change the Hart definition to the most 
outstanding player, then you overlap with the Ted Lindsay Award even 
though they have two different voting bases. 

But The Great One agrees, it’s a tough choice under the current criteria 
picking between McDavid and Draisaitl as the top MVP candidate from 
the Oilers alone. 

“It’s really hard because they’re both so valuable to their team,’’ said 
Gretzky. “That’s the hard part. Leon does so many great things for the 
Oilers. Big faceoffs, big goals. Connor’s electric. He makes that big play. 

“They’re both leaned on, right? It’s hard, because they’re both such great 
players.’’ 

The way Auston Matthews keeps piling up goals in ridiculous fashion, not 
to mention his improved defensive game, it might be a moot point 
anyway as the Hart seems to be his to lose at this point in time. 

“He’s been phenomenal,’’ Gretzky said of Matthews, while again saying 
the same about McDavid and Draisaitl. 

But Gretzky made an interesting point as it relates to the Oilers two 
superstars potentially splitting Hart votes. 

“Listen, same can be said in Toronto. (Mitch) Marner doesn’t get enough 
credit,’’ Gretzky said. “Marner’s a great player, you know? He’s as smart 
a player as there is in the NHL. 

“Maybe Marner doesn’t get as much attention as Leon because he 
doesn’t have 50 goals, but his value to Matthews is similar to Leon’s 
value to Connor. They’re very similar.’’ 

For what it’s worth, Marner and Matthews are regular linemates while 
Draisaitl has only played with McDavid 25 percent of the time at five on 
five this season. 

We can’t forget the other legitimate Hart candidates, such as Johnny 
Gaudreau, Igor Shesterkin, Jonathan Huberdeau and both Norris Trophy 
frontrunners Cale Makar and Roman Josi, among others. But with over 
three weeks to go in the regular season, it feels like Matthews is in the 
lead for the Hart. 

Of course, there are also more than three weeks for us to figure out what 
to do with both Oilers superstars and our Hart ballots. If they finish 1-2 in 
league scoring, I don’t know how I can’t have both Oilers among my five 
selections. Even if it seems to be counter-intuitive to the actual MVP 
definition. 
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Down Goes Brown: Celebrating five of the NHL's most obscure 
unbreakable records 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-17 minutes 06/04/2022 

 

It finally happened. After almost three decades, Jonathan Huberdeau has 
broken the NHL single-season record for assists by a left winger — just 
like I predicted someone would. (Don’t actually read that post to see who 
the prediction was about, just go with me.) 

I’m kind of bummed about it. 

Maybe I’m weird, but Joe Juneau holding the mark at a very breakable 
70 for all these decades was one of my favorite low-key weird facts. It 
was a great trivia question, one that could stump even the wisest old-time 
fan. It was also a nice reminder that the 1992-93 season absolutely 
rocked. Plus Juneau was just a very cool player, one who ran wild for 
Canada at the Olympics in 1992, made the NHL full time when he was 
already 24 years old, set the assists mark as a rookie, then was traded 
the very next season. He wore a cool number. He was involved in youth 
hockey after his playing career ended. I liked Joe Juneau. Whenever it’s 
time to Remember Some Guys from the 1990s, he’s always on my list of 
go-to names. 

I’ll miss having him in the NHL record book. 
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But I may have to take some of the blame here. Back in September, I 
wrote a post about five of the most breakable records in the NHL, and 
invited you to enjoy them while you still could. Juneau’s mark was the 
first one I mentioned, so maybe I reminded the hockey gods that it was 
on their to-do list. My bad, Joey, this one’s on me. 

So today, let’s see if we can flip that karma. We’re going to the other end 
of the spectrum, with five NHL records that are absolutely unbreakable. 
Granted, this isn’t an especially sparse category — plummeting scoring 
rates and changes to the way the game is played mean that half the 
record book is out of reach. But we’re not going to do the obvious ones 
today, like Wayne Gretzky’s scoring marks, Glenn Hall’s consecutive 
starts, or even Dave Schultz and his 472 PIMs. 

No, let’s go a little more obscure. Here are five NHL records that you may 
or may not even know exist, but that you should get used to because 
they’re not going anywhere. 

Most points in a season without receiving a single Hart vote 

There’s a common criticism of the Hart Trophy, and it’s at least a little bit 
true: That the writers who do the voting just look at the league’s leading 
scorers and fill out their ballot based on that. Defensemen, goalies and 
even two-way forwards are all ignored because lazy writers just vote for 
whoever had the most points. 

OK, fair enough. So who do you think holds the record for most points 
scored in a season in which they didn’t appear on so much as a single 
Hart ballot? 

For example, last year’s top scorer to get the snub from voters was Mark 
Scheifele, who finished ninth with 63 points. Of course, that was a 
shortened season; he’d have been on pace to finish in the 90s over a full 
schedule. Leon Draisaitl had 105 points when he was shut out in 2019, 
which looks like the highest total of the cap era. That one’s probably 
going to be tough to beat. 

Did Draisaitl come close to the record? Not exactly. Would you believe 
that Hart voters once snubbed a 150-point guy? 

They did, and that fact should narrow down your list of possibilities 
significantly, because only five players in the history of the NHL have 
ever had 150 points in a season. None of today’s stars have even come 
close. Jaromir Jagr never did it. Neither did Mark Messier, Guy Lafleur, 
Marcel Dionne or Mike Bossy. Even at the height of his powers, Bobby 
Orr couldn’t get there. Joe Sakic, Bryan Trottier or Brett Hull? Not by a 
long shot. 

No, there are only five members of the 150-point club. Wayne Gretzky, 
Mario Lemieux, Steve Yzerman, Phil Esposito and … Bernie Nicholls? 

Indeed, Nicholls pulled off the feat for the Kings in 1988-89. But you’d be 
forgiven if you didn’t remember that because it wasn’t exactly the biggest 
story of the season in Los Angeles. Instead, it was the arrival of Wayne 
Gretzky, who came over in “The Trade” and topped Nicholls with 168 
points to win his ninth and final Hart. Back in those days, there were only 
21 voters and they each had three slots on their ballot, and Gretzky 
gobbled up all the Kings love. You’d think a guy with 150 points (not to 
mention 70 goals) could have earned at least a measly third from 
somebody, but nope. He did get some all-star love, finishing fourth 
behind Gretzky, Lemieux and Yzerman among centers, and a couple of 
writers gave him a Lady Byng nod. But MVP? Not one single vote. Not 
that year, and not any other year in his 18-season, 1,200-point career. 

Other records Nicholls set that year that I feel safe in declaring 
unbreakable: Most points by a second-line center, most points by a guy 
who’d be traded halfway through the following season, and most 70-goal 
seasons by a guy who never had a 50 or 60 goal season. 

Considering we haven’t seen anyone even get to 150 points in 25 years 
and counting, this one feels pretty safe. 

Most penalty minutes in a season by a goaltender 

I’ll bet you’ll never guess who holds this record. 

Wrong, one old guy in the back who said Billy Smith. The correct answer 
is of course Ron Hextall. 

Hextall actually holds down the top three spots on the all-time list, setting 
a new record in each of his first three seasons in the league by racking 
up 89 PIM in 1986-87, 104 in 1987-88 and then 113 in 1988-89. The next 
goalie on the list is Tom Barrasso, and we also get top-10 appearances 
from names like Gerry Cheevers, Eddie Belfour and Sean Burke. 

You may have noticed something else all those guys have in common: 
They’ve been retired a long time. 

If you wanted to find the most PIMs by a goalie in one season since the 
turn of the century, you’d have to go back to 2003-04 and the unlikely 
culprit of Tomas Vokoun. He had 35 minutes that year, less than a third 
of Hextall’s record. Next on the list is Pasi Nurminen, who I’m told is a 
real guy and I’ll have to take their word for it, and who had 33 in that 
same 2003-04 season. 

If you want someone from the cap era, you have to scroll down to Ray 
Emery, who had 31 PIMs in 2013-14, many of them from his “fight” with 
Braden Holtby. Emery also had 30 in 2006-07, which was the year he 
fought Sabres’ tough guy Andrew Peters, making him the only cap-era 
goalie in the 30 PIM club. 

Ray Emery has a lot of PIMs compared to his contemporaries, but he 
also never even got into the same stratosphere as Hextall. 

Is there any chance this record would be broken? It’s doubtful, partly 
because we’ve said goodbye to the bench-clearing brawls that marked 
the 1980s and gave goalies a chance to rack up fights and misconducts. 
(In case you’re wondering, Patrick Roy’s career high for a season was 39 
in 1997-98, of which 31 came in the Chris Osgood game.) 

I suppose it’s possible that some goalie could get himself into a couple of 
scraps in the same season, maybe get kicked out of those games and 
earn another misconduct or two along the way. But a year like Hextall’s in 
’88-89, when he had double-digit PIMs on seven occasions (and twice 
more in the playoffs) and took at least one penalty in 23 different games? 
Unlikely. 

Put it this way: Of all the active goalies in the league right now, only Mike 
Smith even has as many PIMs in his entire career as Hextall did in one 
season. Yeah, it feels like this one is safe. 

Biggest points gap between the leading scorer among defensemen and 
the Norris winner 

OK, this one’s getting a little convoluted, but stay with me. 

Like the Hart Trophy, some would accuse the writers of just sorting by 
points when it comes to the Norris. That’s not really true — we gave it to 
Drew Doughty over Erik Karlsson that one year, after all. Doughty won 
despite being outscored by 31 points. Surely that has to be some sort of 
record. 

Well, not quite. Doughty and Karlsson just miss the record gap by… uh, 
62 points. 

Yes, you’re doing the math right. That would be a total gap of 93 points 
between the Norris winner and the leading scorer among defensemen. If 
that doesn’t sound possible, well, it shouldn’t be. Only seven different 
defensemen in NHL history have ever had 93 points in a season, period. 
How many would you have to have to clear the eventual Norris winner by 
that much? 

The answer turns out to be 126 points. That’s how many Paul Coffey had 
back in 1983-84. At the time, it was the third most any defenseman had 
ever had, trailing only two years of peak Bobby Orr. But it didn’t impress 
Norris voters, who overwhelming gave the honor to defensive 
defenseman Rod Langway, who had 33 points. 

So what happened? Nobody’s quite sure, but it was basically the reverse 
of what we see these days, when voters put too much stock in point 
totals. There were a few years back then when voters, perhaps in 
response to record scoring rates, swung the other way and rebelled 
against the idea of a blueliner racking up points. That was especially true 
for Coffey, who was viewed as essentially a fourth forward who wasn’t 
good in his own end (even though he was a plus-52 on the year). 
Langway was very good in his own zone, in that early-80s way, and he’d 
helped turn around the fortunes of a laughingstock Capitals franchise, so 
he got the award twice. 
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Yes, twice. If anything, the 1983 Norris might have been even more 
ridiculous. Coffey only outscored Langway by 64 points, 96 to 32. But 
voters didn’t just overlook Langway being a minus-2 that year, they 
actually had Coffey all the way down in fifth, despite being more than 20 
points ahead of any other blueliner. And you thought Mike Green had it 
rough. 

After two years of rewriting the non-Orr record book and being 
aggressively snubbed by voters, Coffey went to the 1984 Canada Cup 
that summer and did this: 

The best defensive play of his career seemed to satisfy the writers, who 
gave Coffey the next two Norris Trophies, and order was restored. 

Best plus/minus in a single game 

Ah, good old plus/minus. I mentioned it a few times in the last section, 
but let’s really dig in here. It’s a simple but flawed stat, beloved by old-
timey broadcasters and capable of making an analytics guy come at you 
with a broken bottle for merely speaking its name. 

Those critics are right, of course — plus/minus is a poorly designed stat 
that’s just too noisy to draw much signal from. But even a noisy stat can 
tell us something at the extremes. And when it comes to a single-game 
performance, this one gets pretty extreme indeed. Because it turns out 
the record for plus/minus is a jaw-dropping plus-10, set by a guy you may 
not even have heard of. 

That would be defenseman Tom Bladon of the Flyers. Back in 1977, 
Bladon and the Flyers visited the mighty Cleveland Barons, and eked out 
an 11-1 win. Bladon had the game of his life, racking up eight points 
(which still stands as the record for defensemen in a single game, shared 
with Coffey). And yes, he was a plus-10 on the night, playing alongside 
partner Rick Lapointe who went plus-9. 

Think about what has to happen for a player to go plus-10 in a game. 
First, his team has to score 10 goals or more, which is rare enough these 
days unless you’re playing the Red Wings. Next, you have to be on the 
ice for at least 10 of those goals, which is just about impossible. But even 
that wouldn’t be enough, because none of those goals could come on the 
power play, which doesn’t count toward plus/minus. For context, a team 
scoring at least 10 non-powerplay goals in a game has happened twice 
in the last 20 years. But even that wouldn’t be enough, because you also 
can’t be on the ice for any non-PP goals against. You basically need to 
be involved in an historic blowout and have lottery-ticket luck to get close 
to Bladon. 

That would explain why it’s been so long since anybody has. Nobody has 
been better than plus-6 in the cap era, and only Theo Fleury’s plus-9 in 
1993 has made Bladon sweat. In this era of ultra-parity and low-scoring 
games, I doubt he has much to worry about. It’s the single most-
impressive plus/minus performance other than Brett Lebda going minus-
3 in a 9-3 win, and I’m betting it stays that way forever. 

Most playing time elapsed in a game before being awarded a penalty 
shot 

Penalty shots are rare, at any time. But late in a game, they all but 
disappear. And if you want to see one past the 65-minute mark, that 
means you have to wait for playoff overtime. Would a ref even ever call a 
penalty shot in postseason sudden death? 

Somewhat surprisingly, yes, although it’s exceedingly rare. There have 
been four postseason overtime penalty shots in NHL history, most 
recently in the 2020 play-in round when Montreal’s Jonathan Drouin lost 
the handle against Matt Murray. You may also remember Thomas Griess 
of the Islanders stopping Florida’s Aleksander Barkov in 2016. 

Coincidentally, both of those attempts came about seven minutes into 
overtime. Aleksey Morozov had one in 1998 that came just two minutes 
in. But what about double-overtime or beyond. Has any referee ever had 
the stones to call a penalty shot in a multiple-OT situation? 

Yes, but only once. It happened in 1996, in a game between the 
Penguins and Capitals, late in the second overtime period. Referee Dan 
Marouelli made the call, becoming the first official to ever award a 
penalty shot in playoff OT, and it remains the latest one ever called in 
NHL history. To be precise, the call came 95:44 seconds into the game. 

Ken Wregget made the save, and the Penguins went on to win in 
quadruple overtime. Marouelli actually called a hell of a game, handing 
out six OT powerplays, including one that led to Petr Nedved’s winner. 
That goal was the sixth-latest winner in history, which is impressive, but 
not a record. The late penalty shot attempt was, and remains so to this 
day. 

And yes, I’ll stop you right here — maybe this record isn’t quite as 
unbreakable as the others on this list. We get at least a few multi-OT 
games every spring, so it’s not inconceivable that we could see someone 
hauled down or a stick thrown or a hand on a puck in a crease, leaving 
some poor referee with no choice but to call a penalty shot. 

This record could be broken, sure. But I’m still including it here. 

Why? Because guess who took the shot … 

Hell yeah, Joey Juneau is back in the record book! 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings: The players under the most pressure for 
all 32 teams 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

There are all kinds of pressures in hockey. Sometimes it's there to 
encourage more out of a player. Other times, pressure is a positive 
reflection of what promise lies in potential. 

The NHL has turned the page to this final month of the regular season. 
As it goes, we'll be watching how one player from each club handles the 
weight of a little added expectation -- good, bad or (maybe) ugly. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last edition,  

Published March 30. Points paces are through Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.757 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Apr. 8), @ EDM (Apr. 9) 

Player under pressure: Josh Manson. Manson arrived in Colorado only a 
few weeks ago, but the pending UFA already said he hopes to stick 
around long term. In that case, Manson must keep upping the ante. The 
31-year-old blueliner is a depth piece for the Avs, and every shift must be 
meaningful. Colorado is primed for a Stanley Cup run, and how Manson 
contributes will begin determining his future. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.743 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Apr. 8), @ NSH (Apr. 9), vs. ANA (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Ben Chiarot. It's not all picking on the new guys, I 
swear. Like it or not, Florida swung hard on the Chiarot trade -- and both 
sides need a strong return. Chiarot, another pending UFA, is playing for 
his next contract, and with Aaron Ekblad unavailable, Florida is counting 
on the new arrival to fill in the gaps now and into playoffs. Great 
expectations and opportunity. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 7, 2022 

 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Apr. 7), vs. NYI (Apr. 8), vs. ANA (Apr. 10), @ 
NYR (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Max Domi. The loss of Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
impacts Carolina's forward depth, especially because Kotkaniemi was 
used both at center and on the wing. Enter Domi, who came over in a 
trade from Columbus and has been working his way into a nice role. Can 
Domi expand that now, and prove -- with free agency looming -- he can 
be an upper-echelon, top-nine skater every night? 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.659 

Next seven days: @ ANA (Apr. 6), @ SJ (Apr. 7), @ SEA (Apr. 9), vs. 
SEA (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Ryan Carpenter. Sean Monahan had season-
ending hip surgery. Calgary should give Carpenter the first crack at 
replacing him as fourth-line center. After rolling in and out of the Flames' 
lineup, Carpenter has a golden opportunity to be a consistent contributor 
and with free agency looming, that's a desirable (albeit more pressure-
packed) place to be. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.686 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Apr. 7), vs. MTL (Apr. 9), vs. BUF (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Jack Campbell. Campbell's rib injury was woefully 
timed, in the middle of both a contract year and a rough stretch of 
individual performances. Well, the Maple Leafs' All-Star netminder is 
back in the crease, just as Petr Mrazek went down long term because of 
a groin ailment. Campbell was fantastic in his first two games back this 
week; can he keep that up in a crowded April schedule? The pressure is 
on. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.674 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Apr. 6), vs. BOS (Apr. 8), vs. BUF (Apr. 10), 
@ DAL (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Ondrej Palat. March wasn't exactly kind to the 
Lightning or Palat. The pending UFA managed just four assists in 18 
games, while Tampa suffered a stretch of winning just four of 11 games. 
The team game has rebounded, but surely the Lightning need more from 
Palat. Tampa knows better than most that it's all hands on deck when the 
playoffs are approaching. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.659 

Next seven days: @ STL (Apr. 8), vs. LA (Apr. 10), vs. EDM (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Cam Talbot. Everyone loves the pressure of 
competition. Especially when you're a team on fire (like the Wild are). 
Marc-Andre Fleury has landed in Minnesota. For Talbot, it can (and 
should) add a little juice. He has been the Wild's incumbent most of the 
season, and Fleury's presence is added motivation to stay on top of his 
game. It definitely seems to be working so far. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.664 

Next seven days: @ TB (Apr. 8), @ WSH (Apr. 10), vs. STL (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Jeremy Swayman. It has been a stellar season 
for Swayman, but he has hit a bit of a rough patch. The rookie goalie 
recorded a dissatisfying .893 save percentage and 3.10 goals-against 
average in March. April is jam-packed for everyone, and the Atlantic 
Division playoff-seeding battle is real. Swayman will be a major factor in 
determining where Boston ends up. 

9. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.676 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Apr. 7), vs. OTT (Apr. 9), vs. CAR (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Andrew Copp. Copp is facing all manner of 
pressure in New York. The Rangers acquired him to be that missing 
piece, a puts-them-over-the-top difference-maker. There's just precious 
little time for Copp to build chemistry with the likes of Artemi Panarin and 
other potential linemates before the playoffs. Every game from now until 
then will require Copp's best efforts. 

10. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.613 

Next seven days: @ LA (Apr. 7), vs. COL (Apr. 9), @ MIN (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Mikko Koskinen. Unlike his goalie partner Mike 
Smith, Koskinen isn't signed past this season. How he performs down the 
stretch, individually and in helping Edmonton glide into playoffs, will help 
determine where his future lies. Koskinen's past four stats, however, 
haven't been great: 2-1-0, .884 SV%, 3.74 GAA. That won't do. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.638 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Apr. 6), vs. MIN (Apr. 8), vs. NYI (Apr. 9), @ 
BOS (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Jordan Binnington. What has gone wrong for 
Binnington? Ville Husso took over as the Blues' starter in net, 
understandable given Binnington's last appearance resulted in four goals 
allowed on 13 shots. This is just the first season of Binnington's six-year, 
$36 million extension. The pressure is high to offer some return on 
investment here. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.648 

Next seven days: @ NYR (Apr. 7), vs. WSH (Apr. 9), vs. NSH (Apr. 10), 
@ NYI (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Kasperi Kapanen. Since Jan. 25, Kapanen has 
scored two goals and collected six points. That's poor even without the 
added weight of a contract year. Kapanen had so much potential and 
promise when the season started. This next month (and beyond) must be 
where he shows it again. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.597 

Next seven days: vs. EDM (Apr. 7), @ MIN (Apr. 10), @ CHI (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Adrian Kempe. The Kings are (surprisingly?) well 
positioned in the Pacific Division race. It's time Kempe joined the rush. 
Prior to Saturday's game in Winnipeg, Kempe had scored only one non-
empty-net goal in 17 tilts. That hit-and-miss production isn't the desired 
vibe for one of L.A.'s offensive stars, not with another maybe-magical 
postseason run upcoming. 
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14. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.578 

Next seven days: vs. VAN (Apr. 6), vs. ARI (Apr. 9), @ VAN (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Jack Eichel. Times are tense in Vegas, which is 
facing an uphill battle to make the playoffs. Mark Stone and Max 
Pacioretty (among others) are still out. The Golden Knights acquired Jack 
Eichel for a reason -- to make them elite. And Eichel is the league's most 
prominent current player to have never seen the postseason. Both sides 
benefit from Eichel finding another gear. 

15. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 0.609 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Apr. 6), @ PIT (Apr. 9), vs. BOS (Apr. 10), vs. 
PHI (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Vitek Vanecek. We know Washington will make 
playoffs, but Vanecek has a key role in determining how confidently the 
Capitals arrive there. He just gave up four goals on 13 shots to 
Minnesota and has been rather unspectacular overall lately. Backup Ilya 
Samsonov isn't breaking down the door to take over. This next month is 
crucial for Vanecek to showcase how consistent he can be and pick the 
Capitals back up. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.601 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Apr. 7), vs. NJ (Apr. 9), @ CHI (Apr. 10), vs. 
TB (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Denis Gurianov. Dallas needs Gurianov. No team 
in the playoff hunt has fewer 5-on-5 goals this season than the Stars. 
Gurianov has had success there, sitting tied for sixth on the team in 5-on-
5 points (23). Plus, Gurianov's seven points in his past 15 games were all 
at even strength. The issue is Gurianov's recent underwhelming play 
(and healthy scratch). Will that light a fire under him? 

17. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.609 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Apr. 7), vs. FLA (Apr. 9), @ PIT (Apr. 10), vs. 
SJ (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Mattias Ekholm. Roman Josi needs help propping 
up Nashville's defense. The Preds' playoff hopes depend on it. Since 
mid-March, Nashville is top 10 in goals against and top five in shots 
against. Their blue line has been hit by waves of injury, and those still 
standing -- like the veteran Ekholm -- are under pressure to weather this 
storm before Nashville capsizes. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.529 

Next seven days: @ VGK (Apr. 6), @ ARI (Apr. 7), vs. SJ (Apr. 9), vs. 
VGK (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Brock Boeser. Boeser is finally off the will-he-or-
won't-he-be-traded roller coaster. Now it's all aboard the what-will-
Boeser's-next contract-be train. How much faith can the pending RFA 
offer to Vancouver's management through April that will set both sides up 
for a mutually beneficial negotiation? Boeser has to be feeling some 
weight about what's to come. 

19. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.529 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Apr. 8), @ STL (Apr. 9), vs. PIT (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Mathew Barzal. There's pressure on the Islanders 
to finish this season with pride, as stated last week by Barzal himself. 
New York has had a disappointing season, and Barzal asserted that 
playoff-caliber hockey down the stretch will illustrate that his club is 
building toward chasing a Stanley Cup. Now, Barzal can follow that up by 
showcasing his own offensive talents in April. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.543 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Apr. 6), vs. COL (Apr. 8), @ OTT (Apr. 10), @ 
MTL (Apr. 11) 

Player under pressure: Pierre-Luc Dubois. Dubois' production has slowed 
lately (he has one goal and four points since mid-March), which isn't the 
high note on which he wants to end this regular season. There's another 
contract negotiation on the horizon for Dubois when he becomes a RFA 
this summer. The direction Winnipeg is heading in organizationally 
seems murky. It would be best if Dubois uses the next month to 
showcase his offensive side again. But no pressure, right? 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.507 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Apr. 7), @ DET (Apr. 9) 

Player under pressure: Jack Roslovic. It's not just that Roslovic is a 
pending RFA. It's that the Blue Jackets aren't going to make playoffs 
(again) and some overhauls feel inevitable. What will that mean for the 
local product? Roslovic has tallied only two goals since March 10 and is 
prone to defensive mistakes. Being a consistent, positive contributor in 
what's left of Columbus' season can help set up Roslovic for his next 
chapter. Time to take advantage. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.479 

Next seven days: vs. CGY (Apr. 6), @ PHI (Apr. 9), @ CAR (Apr. 10), @ 
FLA (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Trevor Zegras. Anaheim's no longer on the 
playoff track. So, the pressure is on for Zegras to keep having fun and 
executing those highlight-reel moves as only he can. Regardless of the 
Ducks' station, Zegras is very much in the Calder Trophy race, too. 
Keeping his spirits high the rest of the way will be huge. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.486 

Next seven days: vs. CGY (Apr. 7), @ VAN (Apr. 9), @ NSH (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Tomas Hertl. You're right; Hertl already signed his 
massive eight-year extension. No more pressure there, right? Here's the 
thing: Hertl is now a face of the franchise, and once again, San Jose is 
going to miss playoffs. Hertl has to lead the charge in showing Sharks 
fans there's light at the end of this tunnel, that good players are ready to 
carry San Jose back to prominence in the Western Conference. The 
process starts now. 

24. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.421 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Apr. 7), vs. DAL (Apr. 10), vs. LA (Apr. 12) 
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Player under pressure: Dylan Strome. Strome has worked hard to turn 
his season around. Achieving top-line status will benefit the pending RFA 
come summer (especially with arbitration rights). Strome's focus now is 
leveraging an opportunity with Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat as best 
he can over the next dozen games, to plant himself in the best 
negotiating plot. 

25. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.350 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Apr. 7), @ TOR (Apr. 9), vs. WPG (Apr. 11) 

Player under pressure: Jeff Petry. Canadiens GM Kent Hughes didn't 
trade Petry in March -- but he hasn't ruled out doing so come summer. 
So every game from now until the end of April is like an open audition for 
teams that might covet his services. Time to put that best foot forward. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.450 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Apr. 6), vs. CBJ (Apr. 9), vs. OTT (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Moritz Seider. The Calder Trophy has been 
Seider's to lose this season. Now, it's crunch time. The Red Wings' top-
flight defenseman has been sensational, but Zegras and Toronto's 
Michael Bunting have forced their way into the running. Detroit won't 
make the playoffs, but Seider can use his final games to cement that 
Rookie of the Year status. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.393 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Apr. 7), vs. ANA (Apr. 9), @ WSH (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Ivan Provorov. Provorov did it to himself. The 
Flyers' defenseman has garnered increasingly positive attention, leading 
to a "more, please" situation. Consistency is the key for Provorov, and 
while Philadelphia's season has gone down the tubes, there's time for 
Provorov to shine in April. It would be the perfect segue into whatever 
Flyers management has planned for the team's bounce-back attempt 
next season. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.386 

Next seven days: vs. MTL (Apr. 7), @ DAL (Apr. 9), @ ARI (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Damon Severson. Severson should be entering 
the prime of his career. He's 27 and playing a prominent role on the 
Devils' blue line. But as his minus-four outing in New Jersey's blown four-
goal lead (and eventual loss) against Florida last week showed, 
Severson has some work to do. The defender is signed for another year 
but can prove his continued value through (much) better showings to the 
end of the Devils' run. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.444 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Apr. 7), @ FLA (Apr. 8), @ TB (Apr. 10), @ 
TOR (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Colin Miller. There were no takers for Miller at the 
trade deadline. The 29-year-old is still a pending UFA, staring down an 
uncertain future. Will the Sabres have a place for him amid their crew of 
up-and-comers? Can he still carve out a role in the league reflective of 
his current salary ($3.875 million per year)? If Miller believes he can, the 
best place to prove it is on the ice this next month. 

30. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.350 

Next seven days: vs. VAN (Apr. 7), @ VGK (Apr. 9), vs. NJ (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Jakob Chychrun. Chychrun is technically not a 
free agent, but it sure seems like he'll be relocated this summer. It has 
been a down season for Chychrun on the ice, and he has run into health 
issues. How much of an effect will that have on potential trade partners? 
His best course of action: Be excellent in April. But, no pressure. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.420 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (Apr. 7), @ NYR (Apr. 9), vs. WPG (Apr. 10), 
@ DET (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Chris Tierney. Tierney has lately been a healthy 
scratch for one of the league's worst teams. He's also a 27-year-old 
pending UFA. That's a suboptimal combination. How will Tierney 
navigate the pressure of working his way back into a regular spot with the 
Senators and showing off however he can for that next contract? 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.362 

Next seven days: @ STL (Apr. 6), @ CHI (Apr. 7), vs. CGY (Apr. 9), @ 
CGY (Apr. 12) 

Player under pressure: Philipp Grubauer. Grubauer must end this season 
at a better place than it started. The ups and downs he has gone 
thorough are well documented. He's signed long term with the Kraken 
and finishing this season strong would be a boost individually and for the 
team. That would leave everyone feeling good about the team's 
netminding for next season and beyond. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: The Golden Knights' path to the 
postseason 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

New York. 

Coming into the 2021-22 NHL season, the Vegas Golden Knights were 
heralded as a top Stanley Cup contender. Their preseason point total 
over/under, per Caesars Sportsbook, was 105.5, higher than all but two 
teams. (The Colorado Avalanche were at 109.5, and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning were at an equal 105.5.) Three ESPN panelists picked the 
Golden Knights to win the Cup in our season predictions story. And all of 
that was before they made the franchise-altering trade to add Jack 
Eichel. 

Of course, things didn't go quite so well for the club once the puck hit the 
ice. Injuries have mounted -- including captain Mark Stone being placed 
on long-term injured reserve -- and heading into Wednesday's game 
against the visiting Vancouver Canucks, the Golden Knights are one 
point behind the Dallas Stars for the second Western wild card, and have 
a 57% chance of a postseason berth, per FiveThirtyEight. 

Beyond the game against Vancouver, there are 10 games remaining on 
the Knights' schedule, including what could be a pivotal matchup against 
their fellow wild-card chasers, the Dallas Stars, on April 26. Overall, four 
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out of those 10 opponents are currently in playoff position, and Vegas 
has a 12-7 record against them in previous contests this season. 

Another factor for the Knights is that Dallas has more games remaining 
on its slate. Of the 13 tilts left for the Stars, six are against teams in 
playoff position, and Dallas has gone 14-11 against those 13 squads 
previously. And if it comes all the way down to a head-to-head tiebreaker, 
the Knights won the first two matchups in the season series (though 
regulation wins are higher in the order of tiebreakers, and the Knights 
currently have a 31-25 advantage there). 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 19 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 16 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 31 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks show resolve after dealing Golden Knights' 
playoff hopes a startling blow 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 7, 2022, 2:01 AM 

 

LAS VEGAS – It was strange music for a funeral. During a third-period 
lull, Vancouver Canuck fans, numerous enough to be heard in the Vegas 
Golden Knights’ arena, started chanting: “Bruce, there it is!” 

This was a serenade, of course, for Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau, the 
catalyst of the team’s mid-season turnaround. But it also felt like more 
than that on Wednesday, as the Canucks, who had only one win in four 
years in Vegas since the Golden Knights galloped spectacularly into the 
National Hockey League, won 5-1. 

The performance almost certainly came too late to really help Vancouver, 
which had won just three of its previous 12 games while falling nine 
points out of a wildcard playoff spot. 

But it was a display of resolve not to go quietly into the draft lottery, and 
surely a satisfying one for Canuck players who have suffered greatly at 
the hands of the Golden Knights but on Wednesday dealt Vegas’ own 
playoff ambitions a startling blow. 

'We're not going to quit until it's over' Pettersson on Canucks playoff 
hopes 

It extinguished the Knights’ five-game winning streak and kept them a 
point out of a playoff spot in a race against teams that have played fewer 
games. 

“Yeah, it's a tough barn,” Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers said of T-
Mobile Arena. “I've played here a lot, played a playoff series here (with 
the Winnipeg Jets). It's a good team over there. We played exactly the 
way we needed to get two points. It was nice to get one, especially in this 
arena.” 

And nice to get a win while missing top defenceman Quinn Hughes and 
top-six forward Brock Boeser, ill and injured, respectively, following the 
Canucks’ 3-2 overtime loss to the Knights in Vancouver on Sunday. 
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Kyle Burroughs, who had played five NHL games in six years before 
joining his hometown Canucks this season and forcing his way into the 
lineup, played his first game since suffering an upper-body injury on Feb. 
19. Boudreau said he owed Burroughs the chance to reclaim his spot. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson replaced Hughes on the power play and had two 
assists. Myers logged 25:10 of ice time in the re-made defence. But the 
difference-maker, besides goalie Thatcher Demko, was forward Elias 
Pettersson, who played right wing on a line with J.T. Miller and Tanner 
Pearson and scored two goals and two assists and seemed to drive play 
whenever he was on the ice. 

“I thought was his best game,” Myers said. “I thought it was his best 
game of the year. He's played a lot of good hockey the last month, the 
last couple months. Never mind the points. . . Petey is a special player 
and he played special tonight. We get him to play like that more often, 
he's going to be a great player for a long time for us.” 

Told about Myers’ assessment that this was Pettersson’s best game, 
Boudreau said: “It could have been.  I mean, he was all around the puck. 
He made some really intelligent plays. He knows where to go. And I think 
playing on the right side. . . he sees the ice so well, so when he's got the 
puck on the right side, and he turns, he's got everything on his forehand. 
If you look down history, (Alex) Ovechkin, guys that have played their off-
wing, have been very good. And I think Pettersson has that same kind of 
vision.” 

Pettersson, a left-shot centre who has played a lot of left wing this 
season, has six goals in five games. 

He was involved in all but the second Canucks goal as Vancouver, which 
actually trailed 1-0 against the run of play when Jack Eichel scored at 
12:02 of the first period, dominated much of the first half and allowed the 
Golden Knights just nine shots on net in the first 29 minutes. 

Bo Horvat’s rebound goal from Ekman-Larsson’s point shot tied the 
game on a power play at 16:38, and just 17 seconds later, Brad 
Richardson buried a loose puck behind Vegas goalie Robin Lehner after 
the first of several giveaways by Knights defenceman Alec Martinez. 

Pearson, on a fabulous backhand setup by Pettersson, made it 3-1 at 
11:40 of the second before Pettersson scored at 16:03, shaking free of 
Eichel by looping around the Vegas net just in time to redirect Ekman-
Larsson’s excellent feed towards the back post. 

Another Martinez giveaway, and a nice reverse pass by Alex Chiasson, 
allowed Pettersson to score again at 1:11 of the third period as 
Vancouver’s power play went two-for-three. 

It was all over but the singing. 

“For the time of year and what we needed, it was a pretty good all-around 
game,” Boudreau said. “The goalie had to be great, but the players in 
front of him were really good, too. When they play 60 minutes, they’re a 
tough team to beat because we're usually pretty good when we're playing 
with the lead.” 

Asked about winning without Hughes and Boeser, Boudreau said: “It 
made them more in tune that they had to play their best game because 
we're missing two top players. When you've got that -- and I've seen it 
happen many times -- when your lineup gets depleted, everybody's 
senses are heightened and. . . they just play a better game.” 

“I thought guys stepped up tonight,” Myers said. “A few guys out of the 
lineup from last game -- important guys out of the lineup -- and guys 
stepped up. I thought it was one of our better team games in a while. 

“We talk about it almost daily -- about how we're at our best when we 
play above the puck. And when we don't, we're pretty average out there. 
We just have to do it more consistently. I know there's not a lot of games 
left, but we have to do it for the remaining 11 here.” 

The Canucks visit the Arizona Coyotes on Thursday before opening a 
five-game homestand Saturday against the San Jose Sharks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stone steps up for Flames as unlikely hero against Ducks 
on milestone night 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 7, 2022, 2:31 AM 

 

ANAHEIM – The hero in his 500th game, yet no one thought to grab the 
keepsake puck. 

Perhaps because no one could believe it. 

After two years of leading the league in healthy scratches, Flames 
defenceman Michael Stone stepped up by stepping into a blast from the 
top of the circle that beat Anaheim’s Anthony Stolarz cleanly. 

It gave the Flames a 3-1 lead midway through the third period in a game 
eventually won by the Flames 4-2. 

Playing in his third game in a row as part of a season in which the team’s 
seventh defenceman has been scratched 63 times, the 31-year-old made 
the best of his opportunity by netting his first game-winner in six years. 

“That was nice,” said the former Calgary Hitmen star, known for the 
velocity of his shot. 

“I had, I don’t know how many chances to do it. I think I hit every 
defenceman on their team at least once. So it was nice to hit the net.” 

It was, indeed, his ninth shot attempt in the game – four having been 
blocked by brave Ducks. 

There was no mistake on this one, as the man who has signed late with 
the team in successive seasons to be a spare part, got the sort of goal 
that lifts a bench, a team, a fan base. 

“It’s great,” said teammate Jacob Markstrom, who made 26 saves in the 
win, opening up a six-point gap on second place Edmonton. 

“He’s a shooting machine both in practice and in games.  He likes 
shooting, and today it paid off with a big goal for us.  

“We had both Louie’s (Trevor Lewis’) 800th and Stoney’s 500th. He’s 
been close (to the milestone) for a while and he doesn’t get in the lineup 
much, but when he gets the nod he’s always ready and he always 
performs well.” 

Adding an assist on Elias Lindholm’s game-opener to be named the 
game’s third star, Stone continues to fit in seamlessly for the injured 
Oliver Kylington, playing more than 18 minutes alongside Chris Tanev. 

Who on Earth wouldn’t be happy for a lad who shows up at the Dome 
every day knowing his role is to stay on the ice late with little chance of 
being rewarded with a game-time assignment? 

“He’s supposed to, trying to stay in the NHL,” scoffed Darryl Sutter, who 
refused to buy into the sentimental narrative. 

“I wouldn’t put too much into it. The last three or four years he hasn’t 
played much hockey. So give him a good opportunity and play the way I 
want him to play. It’s not that hard to figure out if he wants to play in the 
NHL.” 

Given how much he’s preached the importance of depth players stepping 
up to be difference-makers, you’d think Sutter might have been more 
enthusiastic about the development.  

It marked just the seventh start of the season for Stone, who is the last 
who’d ever complain about his lot in life, as he knew what he was signing 
up for each of the last two seasons. 

Yet, the uncertainty involved in his job description can’t be easy at times. 

“It took me a while to get there, so it was a good feeling,” said Stone of 
the milestone game count.  
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“It’s not 1,000, but it’s a big accomplishment just considering everything 
that I’ve dealt with. It was definitely big for me.” 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

“That’s OK, I’ve got plenty of pucks,” he smiled before explaining his 
mindset on a play in which he took a few steps in from the blueline before 
letting it fly.  

“The first thing I always think is, 'hit it as hard as I can,' because that’s 
what I’m halfway decent at. I don’t want to say I close my eyes and shoot 
it, because I do try to find a lane. But on that one, there weren’t many 
bodies in front. So I just hit it.”  

After the visitors opened a 2-0 lead on goals by Lindholm and Tyler 
Toffoli, the Ducks made a game of it when Trevor Zegras scored late in 
the second to buoy a quaint, quiet Honda Center crowd. Stone’s goal 
came shortly after Markstrom made several big stops to open the third. 

Markstrom admitted he wasn’t happy with his effort on Adam Henrique’s 
power play goal one minute after Stone’s, but the netminder was relieved 
when Matthew Tkachuk cemented the team’s second-straight win in 
California with an empty-netter.   

On a proud night, Stone easily identified what made him happiest. 

“The fact that we won,” said the well-spoken, popular teammate, who has 
racked up just 75 games over the last four seasons. “I never like coming 
into games and being on the wrong end of it. That’s the biggest thing. 
And if I can contribute any way, then that’s what I try to do. The main 
thing for me is we’re getting two points and we move on to the next one.” 
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NHL Players' Association Executive Director Donald Fehr.  

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

April 6, 2022, 8:44 PM 

 

Last week was the first in-person GM meeting in two years; Wednesday 
in Toronto, the NHLPA had its first in-person meeting with agents in 
three. Don’t think there was anything incredibly groundbreaking, but 
among the topics executive director Donald Fehr was asked by media: 

• He wouldn’t reveal anything about a succession plan, saying that is only 
to be discussed with the players. Fehr will be 74 in July, when a summer 
meeting is scheduled. There’s expectation he will present something at 
that time, but nothing concrete (although, again, he would not discuss it 
with us). While there is no formal “end” to Fehr’s contract, the Executive 
Board, comprised of the 32 team player representatives, can vote to 
change leadership. We’ll see where things go over the next few months. 

• Fehr did say the independent investigation by outside counsel reviewing 
the NHLPA’s response to Kyle Beach will be completed “in the near 
future.” A statement released last October acknowledged the union 
“should have done more to protect Beach.” Asked if the report would be 
made public, he replied it would be up to the Executive Board. 

• He’s confident the players will be protected against any revenue losses 
from the Coyotes’ move to Arizona State’s 5,000-seat arena, saying the 
NHLPA is in discussions with the NHL about that. The CBA limits what 
the union can do about the move, but there are agents/staff who have 
made it clear they wish much harder pushback on this issue.  

• NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman has predicted the players could fully 
repay their escrow debt to owners by the end of the 2024-25 season. “If 

you made me bet,” Fehr said, “I would say that’s a reasonable bet.” It 
would create a salary cup jump for 2025-26. 

• The NHL and NHLPA continue to be in conversation about filing no-
trade lists with Central Registry and we will probably get more clarity 
about the possibility of a 2024 World Cup in the summer.   
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Sportsnet.ca / Ottawa Senators' dream of playing in a new downtown 
arena is very much alive again 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

April 6, 2022, 11:04 AM 

 

A trio of longtime Ottawa reporters sat so close behind Eugene Melnyk in 
the packed NCC board room, we could have tapped him on the shoulder. 

And when he heard the winning bid announced, “RendezVous LeBreton! 
... ,” the Senators owner looked visibly stunned. He mumbled something 
like, “I’m surprised,” before shaking the hand of the man sitting next to 
him, then-Senators president Cyril Leeder. Leeder, a co-founder of the 
franchise, was the architect of the Senators portion of a bid to build a 
new arena on LeBreton Flats, a low-lying, 21-hectare parcel of 
undeveloped land near the Ottawa River, just west of Parliament Hill. 

The year was 2016, decidedly pre-COVID, and so reporters comfortably 
formed large scrums around the principals involved – Melnyk, his new 
business partner, John Ruddy of Trinity Developments and Ottawa 
mayor Jim Watson. 

They all said essentially the same thing – there would be a ton of work 
involved, including negotiations with First Nations peoples (LeBreton sits 
on traditional Algonquin land) and costly toxic waste removal to resolve, 
but that the Senators could be playing in their new arena as early as 
2021 or 2022. The arena, of course, was just one aspect of the multi-
purpose, multibillion-dollar project. 

Fast forward six years, and the most stunning development of all is not 
that the arena didn’t get built, but that the entire concept, which fell apart 
in a string of disputes and lawsuits, could be revived this year, just 
around the time the Senators once imagined christening their beautiful 
new building. 

As Ottawa Citizen columnist Kelly Egan wryly noted, it’s appropriate that 
the NHL rink at LeBreton concept is being discussed just before Easter, 
“when thoughts turn to resurrecting the dead.” 

Indeed, on the agenda for Thursday’s National Capital Commission 
meeting is a planned 30-minute update of the LeBreton development 
situation, which is expected to include mention of a potential NHL arena. 
That in itself is remarkable. The plan was officially declared dead in the 
water in late February 2019 – and the three-plus years of planning, 
discussion and delays had cost the NCC $2 million in legal costs, 
salaries, benefits and fees. 

It’s a wonder the NCC hasn’t washed its hands of the entire idea at this 
point. 

But here’s the thing. The NCC, better known in these parts for sitting on 
its hands, has long been wanting to do something “bold” and grand with 
that land, rather than a piecemeal development on a smaller scale, with 
condos, green space and commerce. 

What first attracted the NCC to the RendezVous LeBreton bid, as 
opposed to the rival Devcore Canderel DLS Group proposal, was that the 
Senators provided a vital tenant for its arena plan – the NHL Senators. 
They were a package deal – a famous tenant made up of millionaire 
players in a glitzy new venue, to serve as a draw for both visitors to the 
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region and people living and working here, including along the LRT line 
being developed near the south shore of the Ottawa River. 

That much hasn’t changed. Melnyk’s death last week only enhances the 
probability of a new arena downtown because of the new range of 
possibilities regarding ownership and future business partnerships. 

As much as Melnyk was rightly lauded with tributes for rescuing the 
franchise from bankruptcy in 2003 – at a very good price – he was not in 
the habit of making friends with the Ottawa business community. 

Sens and OSEG join forces 

During his 19 years as owner, Melnyk had very public conflicts with the 
mayor, the city of Ottawa, and with the Ottawa Sports and Entertainment 
Group (OSEG, which includes John Ruddy, Roger Greenberg, William 
Shenkman and John Pugh as partners – respected Ottawa corporate 
giants with deep local roots. OSEG operates the CFL Redblacks and 
OHL 67’s). 

This just in: One week after Melnyk’s passing, the Senators and OSEG 
have joined forces to submit a bid to host the 2023 IIHF World Junior 
Hockey Championships. It’s a whole new world, people. That Sens-
OSEG partnership, which submitted the bid to Hockey Canada Tuesday, 
was a last-second shift away from a proposed joint bid with Quebec City, 
a liaison that fell apart when a story leaked in La Presse about the 
Senators planning to play five regular season games in QC next season. 

This is just one example of the ground shifting mightily in Ottawa. 

How the ownership takes shape in the weeks to come remains to be 
seen, but even before Melnyk’s passing it is believed the Senators 
submitted “an expression of interest” by the Feb. 28 NCC deadline 
regarding developing two parcels of land within LeBreton, one of which 
was designed for a major event venue, such as an NHL arena. 

That submission will surely be discussed Thursday, as the NCC begins 
the procurement process, either negotiating with a shortlist of bidders, or 
with a single, individual bid. Surely the door is now open for OSEG, or at 
least Ruddy, to be a part of that process again. 

As much as other potential bidders may have great ideas, we repeat, the 
Senators have the ace in the hole – the NHL team as a tenant. 

Combine that with what we know: 

• NHL under commissioner Gary Bettman wants the Senators to thrive in 
a more central location in a new building to replace a 26-year-old facility 
in Kanata. 

• The Senators want to be downtown. 

• Whatever shape the new ownership takes will want to be downtown. 

As a source with intimate knowledge of the situation told me, “any new 
owner is going to want the team at LeBreton for the long-term health and 
valuation of the club.” 

Even if Melnyk’s daughters, Anna and Olivia, in their early 20s, decide to 
honour their father’s wishes by keeping the team in the family, a strong 
chance exists they would take on a significant minority partner; 
something their father showed no interest in doing. 

Fresh ideas, fresh capital and a fresh opportunity to build new liaisons 
between the hockey club, the NHL and the broader Ottawa-Gatineau 
community, adds up to a great deal of potential for something special to 
happen. 

“I can’t wait to build that stadium, very quick,” Melnyk said, back in 2016. 

Building it, “quick” left the barn a few years ago. 

Building it, period, is still very much on the table. 
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