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Hurricanes clinch Stanley Cup playoff berth, beat Buffalo, 5-3 in comeback effort 

By Chip Alexander 

There was a time when it seemed the Carolina Hurricanes 
were caught in some kind of hockey purgatory, unable to 
reach the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

After a 5-3 comeback win Thursday over the Buffalo Sabres, 
the Canes now have qualified for a fourth straight season. 
They also have reached 100 points in a season for only the 
second time in franchise history. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We grinded all year. Obviously there are bigger and 
better things we want to accomplish but you have to get 
there first. 

“Four years ago when we got in, it felt awesome. Now, we’re 
just expected to do this. That’s a huge shift in how we all 
perceive (ourselves) and that’s something to be proud of.” 

The other Canes team to hit 100: the 2005-2006 team. That 
one won the Stanley Cup. 

“Thank you for mentioning that,” Brind’Amour said, smiling. 

Brind’Amour, the team captain in 2006, has been the coach 
for all four playoff teams to “get there.” This season, he has 
taken a lineup with nine new players, added forward Max 
Domi at the trade deadline and made the Canes one of the 
NHL’s best teams and the Metropolitan Division leaders. 

“The goal four years ago wasn’t to just have a good team 
here and there,” Brind’Amour said. “It was to be good for a 
long time and give this area a team to be proud of.” 

Jordan Staal was a part of the nine lean regular seasons 
when the Canes had no postseason. Now the captain, the 
center has grown into his leadership role and it was evident 
again Thursday. 

The Canes (46-17-8) trailed 3-2 entering the third period. It 
would be Staal that tied the score with a shot from the slot, 
his first goal in 16 games, and Staal whose empty-net score 
in the final minute of regulation sealed it. 

Sebastian Aho also scored twice and Teuvo Teravainen, in 
his 400th game with the Canes, had a goal. Aho’s second 
score, off a quick backhander at 11:39 of the third period, 
gave Carolina the go-ahead goal. 

Goalie Antti Raanta, after some shaky moments in the first 
half of the game, earned his 12th win with 18 saves. Raanta 
was beaten for goals on the Sabres’ first two shots, by Tage 
Thompson and Alex Tuch in the first period, then a goal by 
Victor Olofsson at 5:29 of the second, but shut it down after 
that. 

The Sabres (26-35-11), after a 4-2 win over Carolina on 
Tuesday in Buffalo, took a 3-1 lead Thursday on Olofsson’s 
score. But Teravainen forced a turnover and scored 
unassisted on a shot from the slot to beat goalie Craig 
Anderson and make it a one-goal Sabres lead after two. 

“I think the will to grind the full 60 minutes was the key for us 
tonight,” said Aho, who has 33 goals this season. 

Svechnikov, called a “big boy out there” by Aho, and rookie 
Seth Jarvis each finished with two assists for the Canes. 
Svechnikov twice set up Aho for scores and his 62 points this 
season set a new career high. 

“We weren’t at our best and the guys just kind of said, ‘OK, 
enough’ and just played their butts off, really,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It was a good third period and got us a win.” 

The Canes have 11 games remaining in the regular season 
and two in the next three days -- against the New York 
Islanders on Friday and Anaheim on Sunday, both at PNC 
Arena. 

But the Canes are in, again. 

In 2019, when their playoff drought ended, the Canes staged 
a joyous Storm Surge celebration after the clinching game at 
PNC Arena. On Thursday, it was more clap and raise their 
sticks. 

“It’s great,” Staal said. “We worked hard to get here. We 
have a long road ahead but this was the first step.”
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Hurricanes rally past Sabres, clinch playoff berth 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Past the game’s midway point and down two 
goals, the fans in PNC Arena were looking for something — 
anything — to cheer, scream or yell about. 

They got it when Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin hit 
Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho up high away from the 
puck and wasn’t called for a penalty. The play was eerily 
similar to a first-period infraction called on Carolina’s Max 
Domi, and it gave the crowd a chance to deride the officials. 

Moments later, Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen gloved 
down a clearing attempt and scored, cutting Buffalo’s lead to 
one and giving the Hurricanes the boost they — and their 
fans — needed heading into the final period. 

Jordan Staal scored early into the third to tie the game, Aho 
got his second of the night with under nine minutes left, and 
Staal iced the game with an empty-net goal to vault the 
Hurricanes to a 5-3 win Thursday in front of 15,639 relieved 
fans. 

“We weren’t at our best,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “But then the guys just said, ‘OK, enough.’” 

The win also clinched the Hurricanes’ fourth straight trip to 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

“I know! Isn’t that cool,” said an exuberant Seth Jarvis, who 
had two assists. 

Staal had a more measured reaction. 

“We worked hard to get here,” he said, “and we’ve got a long 
road ahead. But this was the first step, and it’s definitely a 
night to celebrate.” 

They wouldn’t be celebrating without the captain’s 
performance. 

Staal and his linemates, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast, 
led the way in the third period and tipped the scales fully in 
Carolina’s favor with the tying goal. 

After a dump-in behind the Buffalo net, Sabres defenseman 
Casey Fitzgerald, under pressure from Niederreiter, wheeled 
the puck around the boards to get a clear. But Staal won the 
race to it, deflecting the puck into the middle of the ice to 
Fast. 

Fast passed to Brett Pesce as he entered the zone, and the 
Carolina defenseman looked off the Sabres’ Mattias 
Samuelsson and fed back to Staal between the hash marks. 
Staal wristed his shot over the glove of Craig Anderson (27 
saves) to tie the game. 

“When we’re creating turnovers with our puck pressure, 
that’s when we’re at our best,” Staal said. 

Brind’Amour thought it was fitting that Staal was the guy who 
both tied the game and put the finishing touches on it. 

“It’s nice to see Jordo get rewarded,” Brind’Amour said. “This 
guy, we know what he’s meant to this franchise, and he had 
a huge game. Kind of like, ‘OK, here you go — signature 
game,’ and he can kind of seal the deal. That’s the guy who 
deserves it.” 

And then there’s Aho, the flashy sports car to Staal’s reliable 
pickup truck. 

After getting Carolina on the board early in the second 
period, Aho scored the go-ahead goal at 11:39 of the third. 

After Jarvis won a battle on the boards, Andrei Svechnikov 
muscled his way behind the Buffalo net and centered the 
puck. Aho kicked the pass to his stick and backhanded past 
Anderson for his 33rd goal of the year. 

“We just kind of stuck to it, especially our line,” Jarvis said. 
“We knew we’d get our chances, and when it came we just 
have to capitalize. It’s just not getting frustrated, basically, 
and just waiting for our opportunities.” 

Things didn’t look so optimistic when the Sabres jumped out 
to an early lead by converting their first two shots on goal of 
the night. 

First, former Hurricanes winger Jeff Skinner backhanded a 
pass to Tage Thompson in the right circle, and Thompson 
pick the short-side corner past Antti Raanta (18 saves) to 
give Buffalo a 1-0 lead just 3:49 into the game. 

Less than three minutes later, Skinner set up another goal 
when Alex Tuch beat Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei to 
the front of the net and finished a Skinner pass for a 2-0 lead 
at 6:25. 

Carolina halved the lead at 4:59 of the second period when 
Aho scored his first of the night, but Buffalo reestablished 
their two-goal lead 30 seconds later when Victor Olofsson 
made the game 3-1. 

The Hurricanes’ third-period rally, however, ended their two-
game losing streak and punched their ticket to the 
postseason for the fourth straight season. 

“That’s what we wanted to get accomplished really from day 
one four years ago,” Brind’Amour said of the mindset when 
he took over as coach. “It wasn’t just to have a good team 
here and there, it was to be good for a long time and give 
this area a team they’d be proud of, and that’s really what it 
is. 
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“And I think the fact that we’re sitting here — I can remember 
four years ago when we got in, it felt awesome. But now 
we’re just expected to do this. That’s a huge shift in how I 
think we all perceive this. And that’s something to be proud 
of.” 

Notes: Staal won all 10 of his faceoffs, while Buffalo’s 
Thompson lost all seven of his draws. … Niederreiter 
finished with six hits, the most he’s had since joining the 
Hurricanes. … Carolina is now 23-0-0 when Jaccob Slavin is 
plus-3 or better. … Svechnikov had two assists to set a new 
career high in points with 62. 

 

 

Recap: Canes Clinch Playoff Berth With Win Over Buffalo 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes locked up a spot in 
the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs Thursday with a 5-3 victory 
over the Buffalo Sabres.  

The Rundown: 

The contest did not start on the right foot for the Canes, as 
Buffalo would convert on their first two shots of the night, 
putting Antti Raanta and the home side in an early hole. 
Former Hurricane Jeff Skinner had helpers on both goals 
and combined with a sluggish start for Carolina, the Sabres' 
2-0 advantage would carry with little resistance into the 
second period. 

The Canes got a little bit of life less than five minutes into the 
middle 20, as Sebastian Aho got his club on the board. 
Looking for a crashing Seth Jarvis, Aho's attempt instead 
found the back of the net for what would be his first of two on 
the night. 

Unfortunately Buffalo had a response just 30 seconds later 
though, reclaiming their two-goal lead. However, before they 
could take a 3-1 score into the third, Teuvo Teravainen 
stepped up for the Canes, bringing them back within one. 

Playing in his 400th game as a member of the team, a failed 
clearing attempt by Cody Eakin of Buffalo wound up in 
Teravainen's glove, where he would haul it down, work in 
and fire for his 19th marker of the season. 

 In the third the Canes picked up right where they left off, 
getting an early period equalizer courtesy of their Captain. 
Another strong shift from his line allowed Brett Pesce to 
showcase some deception, before setting up Jordan Staal to 
tie the game at 3-3. 

Continuing to ride the momentum, the eventual game-winner 
came via Aho, as he backhanded one by Craig Anderson 
with 9:21 remaining in regulation. 

The Sabres were unable to put together any pushback as the 
Canes surge just continued to come and eventually Staal hit 
the empty net for his second of the evening, closing out a 5-3 
victory. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's initial thoughts on tonight's contest... 

"We weren't at our best but then our guys just said 'okay, 
enough' and went out and had a period. They played their 
butts off. It was a good third period and it got us a win." 

Jordan Staal on the club locking up a playoff spot with the 
victory... 

"It's great. It's good news for this club. We worked hard to 
get here, but this was the first step. It's definitely a night to 
celebrate." 

Sebastian Aho touching on it being the fourth consecutive 
year of making the postseason... 

"That's the whole point of why you play hockey, right? You 
play for the playoffs and you play to be the best team. We're 
very proud, but at the same time we have to put our head 
down and go to work. We have about 10 games left in our 
way and we have to keep building until we get there." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes turn right back around and host the New York 
Islanders tomorrow night at PNC Arena. They will not hold a 
morning skate prior. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Andrei Svechnikov had assists on both of Aho's 
goals tonight, bringing him to 35 helpers on the 
season. 

 Aho's tallies tonight pushed him past the 70-point 
mark, now giving him 71 on the campaign. 

 This evening was the seventh multi-goal 
performance of the season for Aho and second for 
Staal. 

 Raanta earned his 12th win of the season by 
making 18 stops on 21 shots. 

 Tonight's win also gives the Canes 100 points on 
the season, just the second time in franchise history 
that they've reached that mark. 

 The Canes now improve to 46-17-8. 
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Hurricanes rally past Sabres, clinch berth in Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes clinched a berth 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs when they rallied for a 5-3 win 
against the Buffalo Sabres at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal each scored two goals, 
Seth Jarvis and Andrei Svechnikov each had two assists, 
and Antti Raanta made 18 saves for the Hurricanes (46-17-
8), who have qualified for the postseason in each of their four 
seasons under coach Rod Brind'Amour. 

"It's a huge accomplishment," Brind'Amour said. "We grinded 
all year. We know there's bigger and better things we want to 
accomplish, but you have to get there first. I give these guys 
a ton of credit. They play their butts off every night. It doesn't 
always work out, but they're a pretty committed group." 

Prior to hiring Brind'Amour, Carolina had failed to make the 
playoffs in nine consecutive seasons. 

"That's what we wanted to accomplish since Day One of four 
years ago," Brind'Amour said. "It wasn't just to have a good 
team here and there, it was to be good for a long time and 
give this area a team to be proud of.  

"I can remember four years ago when we got in, it felt 
awesome. But now the fact that we're just expected to do 
this, that's a huge shift in how we all perceive us." 

Tage Thompson and Alex Tuch each had a goal and an 
assist, and Jeff Skinner had two assists for the Sabres (26-
35-11). Craig Anderson made 27 saves.  

"We got one of their best games effort-wise, and it's a game 
our guys can actually learn from," Buffalo coach Don 
Granato said. "The nice thing with us is we're watching our 
guys get better every day. The mistakes right now are 
experience." 

Teuvo Teravainen cut it to 3-2 at 16:32 of the second period 
when he gloved down Cody Eakin's clearing attempt and 
scored from near the right hash marks. 

Staal tied it 3-3 at 5:12 of the third period, receiving a pass 
from Brett Pesce and shooting glove side from the high slot. 

"You hope when you have that kind of time and opportunity 
it's going to go in. I'm glad I got if off quick," Staal said. "We 
hadn't fully played and committed to our game, but that third 
period was exactly how we wanted it to look." 

Aho put the Hurricanes in front 4-3 at 11:39 with a backhand 
after he kicked himself the puck following a feed from behind 
the net by Svechnikov. 

Staal then scored an empty-net goal with 55 seconds 
remaining for the 5-3 final. 

"We're very proud that we're heading to the playoffs, but at 
the same time, just put your head down and go to work," Aho 
said. "We still have (11) games, and we want to do it our way 
and keep building toward the playoffs." 

Thompson gave the Sabres a 1-0 lead at 3:49 of the first 
period. Skinner made a no-look, behind-the-back pass along 
the right boards to Thompson, who beat Raanta short side. 

Buffalo extended the lead to 2-0 at 6:25 when Skinner 
chipped the puck toward Tuch for a redirect as he was 
cutting across the crease. 

"When you're on the road and you get a couple quick goals, 
obviously it's a good feeling," Skinner said. "But I think we 
had more chances. We had some chances on the power 
play we would like to capitalize on." 

Aho scored off a cross-ice pass from Svechnikov to make it 
2-1 at 4:59 of the second. 

"'Svech' can do it all," Aho said. "He's more of a power 
forward, skates super well, shoots hard, hits everyone, (but) 
he actually has very good hands and good vision as well."  

Victor Olofsson responded 30 seconds later to make it 3-1. 
Casey Mittelstadt won a battle along the boards and fed 
Olofsson, who deked Raanta before sliding a backhand five-
hole.  

NOTES: Skinner has 10 points (six goals, four assists) in 
seven games against his former team. … The Hurricanes 
reached 100 points for the second time in their history. The 
finished with 112 points in 2005-06, when they won the 
Stanley Cup. … Staal went 10-for-10 on face-offs. … Raanta 
is 6-1-3 in his past 10 starts. … Svechnikov has 62 points 
(27 goals, 35 assists) this season, an NHL career high. … 
Brind'Amour is the third active NHL coach to be a part of a 
100-point season with the same team as a player and coach, 
joining Lindy Ruff (Buffalo) and Darryl Sutter (Chicago 
Blackhawks). 
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Aho, Staal help Hurricanes beat Sabres to earn playoff spot 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes were happy 
to talk about playoff hockey after their latest accomplishment. 

Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal each scored two goals and 
the Hurricanes rallied from a pair of two-goal deficits to beat 
the Buffalo Sabres 5-3 and clinch a playoff berth Thursday 
night. 

“That’s what we need coming down the stretch (and) in the 
playoffs, too,” Aho said of the ability to raise their 
performance level. 

This marks the fourth season in a row that Carolina will be in 
the postseason. That’s the longest string since the franchise 
relocated from Hartford, Connecticut, to North Carolina. 

“Isn’t that cool?” rookie forward Seth Jarvis said of the 
chance to be in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Now, core members of the team are becoming playoff 
veterans. 

“That’s the whole point why you play hockey – to be in the 
playoffs,” Aho said. “We are very proud that we’re heading to 
the playoffs.” 

Aho’s go-ahead goal came with 8:21 remaining, propelling 
the Hurricanes to the 100-point mark (46-17-8) for the just 
the second time in franchise history. They have 11 games 
remaining. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment. We grinded all year,” coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, we know there are bigger 
and better things we want to accomplish, but you have to get 
there first. To get there with 11 games to go says a lot about 
the group. Normally, you’re sweating it out to try to get in.” 

The Hurricanes snapped a two-game losing streak with their 
biggest scoring output in five games. The reward was the 
playoff berth. 

“It’s good news for this club,” said Staal, the team captain. 
“We worked hard to get here. We’ve got a long road ahead, 
but this was the first step.” 

Teuvo Teravainen also scored for the Hurricanes, while 
Staal’s second goal was an empty-netter with 54.3 seconds 
to play. Andrei Svechnikov delivered passes on both of Aho’s 
goals and Jarvis also was credited with two assists. Antti 
Raanta stopped 18 for his first victory since March 26. 

Tage Thompson, Alex Tuch and Victor Olofsson scored for 
the Sabres, who lost in regulation for the second time in last 
11 games. Former Hurricanes standout Jeff Skinner set up 
Buffalo’s first two goals with pinpoint passes. Craig Anderson 
made 27 saves. 

The Sabres were in their first game since they were officially 
eliminated from playoff contention while idle Wednesday 
night, stretching their postseason drought to an NHL-record 
11 seasons. 

“A couple little sloppy mistakes by us and they capitalize on 
that,” Skinner said of the change in momentum. 

Staal tied the game at 5:12 of the third period to start a three-
goal period for Carolina. 

“To have a third period like, that’s big for our confidence,” 
Jarvis said. 

Skinner’s back-handed pass from along the boards found 
Thompson in ideal position heading toward the net for a 1-0 
lead 3:49 into the game. Buffalo struck again less than three 
minutes later with Skinner feeding Tuch right in front of the 
net. 

That gave the Sabres two goals on their first two shots of the 
game. They were outshot 12-6 in the first period. 

Yet it was trending toward a good formula for some road 
success. 

“It’s a game our guys can actually learn from,” Sabres coach 
Don Granato said. “It otherwise was frustrating because we 
were right there. It was a winnable game.” 

The Hurricanes took their turn with a nifty goal when Aho 
converted off Svechnikov’s pass. 

That didn’t result in momentum because the Sabres had 
another goal 30 seconds later, with Olofsson taking Casey 
Mittelstadt’s pass in front of the net and beating Raanta. 

Teravainen’s unassisted goal late in the second period pulled 
Carolina within one. 

This was a rematch of Buffalo’s 4-2 win Tuesday night at 
home. 

GOALS GUYS 

The top goal scorers for both teams found the net. Aho has 
33 goals after his seventh two-goal game of the season. It 
was his first multi-goal outing since Feb. 10 at Boston. 
Thompson notched his 32nd goal of the season, increasing 
his career-high total. His assist pushed his team-best points 
total to 57. 

CRANK IT UP 

Just three nights after playing in the NCAA men’s basketball 
championship game, Brady Manek of North Carolina cranked 
the siren as the Hurricanes took the ice prior to the game. 
The team often has celebrity guests handle that honor. North 
Carolina beat rival Duke in the Final Four semifinals before 
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falling to Kansas in Monday night’s title game in New 
Orleans. 

UP NEXT 

Sabres: At Florida on Friday night. 

Hurricanes: Host New York Islanders on Friday night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolina hosts New York after Aho’s 2-goal game 

New York Islanders (32-28-9, fifth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (46-17-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -180, Islanders 
+151; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Islanders visit Carolina after 
Sebastian Aho scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 5-3 win 
over the Sabres. 

The Hurricanes have gone 12-7-1 against division 
opponents. Carolina ranks fifth in the Eastern Conference 
with 33.8 shots per game and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

The Islanders are 11-6-2 against the rest of their division. 
New York is last in the Eastern Conference recording 29.0 
shots per game. 

Carolina beat New York 6-3 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Oct. 14. Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals 
for the Hurricanes in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with 33 
goals and has 71 points. Nino Niederreiter has five goals and 
one assist over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Brock Nelson leads the Islanders with 50 points, scoring 33 
goals and registering 17 assists. Jean-Gabriel Pageau has 
four goals and four assists over the last 10 games for New 
York. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.4 goals, 
six assists, 4.2 penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game with a .906 save percentage. 

Islanders: 6-4-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.7 
penalties and 8.3 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals 
per game with a .929 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (lower-body), 
Ethan Bear: day to day (lower-body). 

Islanders: Ilya Sorokin: day to day (upper body), Scott 
Mayfield: out (lower-body), Cal Clutterbuck: out for season 
(shoulder). 
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Making the Case for Each Vezina Candidate 

By Mike Stephens 

Fun fact: Before becoming the remarkably mediocre 
sportswriter I am now, I was intent on becoming a lawyer. 

I have a political science degree and barely-opened LSAT 
study books to prove it.  

Obviously, that did not happen. But one of the main reasons 
that placed me hot on the path to law school is that my 
parents always told me, through gritted teeth, that I was very 
good at arguing.  

So, that's what I'm going to do today.  

With you lovely readers as the jury, I'm going to select the 
four leading candidates for the Vezina trophy this season 
and present a case -- pro bono, of course -- for why each 
should take home the hardware.  

Let's do this, shall we? Court is now in session.  

Igor Shesterkin - New York Rangers 

Stat line: 46 GP, 32-10-4. 3 SO, .933 Save Percentage 

The reason we're even having this conversation at all can be 
attributed to Shesterkin turning into a pumpkin for the better 
part of the past month, posting a sub-.900 save percentage 
in five of his past nine games, including two below .800. 

After crafting one of the more dominant starts from a 
goaltender in the NHL's modern era, Shesterkin has 
seemingly crashed back to earth, taking his runaway Vezina 
candidacy with him.  

But this is an award that encompasses an entire season's 
performance, not merely a late-year blip.  

And for 90 percent of the 2021-22 NHL season, Igor 
Shesterkin was, by leaps and bounds, the best player to set 
up shop in the crease. Frankly, it wasn't even close. And you 
can bet your bottom dollar that the Rangers wouldn't even be 
sniffing the playoffs without him.  

Even when factoring in his nightmare month of March, 
Shesterkin's current .933 save percentage is both ridiculous 
when factoring in how goal-scoring is at its highest in 26 
years, and league-leading, with the Russian netminder being 
the sole member of the .930 Club.  

Dig into some of the Nerd Numbers™, and Shesterkin still 
stands well above his peers, sitting atop the league-wide 
leaderboard in both goals-saved-above-average and goals 
allowed adjusted, while his 11.9 point-share ranks second 
among all goaltenders.  

Frankly, if it weren't for some mid-season injuries, which 
Shesterkin bounced back from immediately, his reign over 
the NHL's stat sheet might be even greater.  

His recent struggles can't be ignored, and if Shesterkin 
continues them through the season's remaining 10-12 
games, then we'll adjourn at a later date.  

But, for now, he's the clear favorite.  

Juuse Saros - Nashville Predators  

Stat line: 58 GP, 34-21-3, 3 SO, .921 Save Percentage 

The Nashville Predators are a lot like the NFL's Green Bay 
Packers, in that they're a relatively small-market team with a 
passionate fanbase that saw one long-time franchise player 
retire after a storied tenure only to be replaced almost 
immediately by his arguably better protege -- with (likely) little 
actual success to show for it.  

Yes, I just compared Juuse Saros to Aaron Rodgers. No, I 
will not recognize their lack of similarities in basically all other 
aspects of life. Let's just move forward.  

It's couldn't have been easy to take the reigns from Pekka 
Rinne. But when the Predators legend retired ahead of the 
season, Saros didn't just take over, he made the team's 
crease his own, establishing himself as one of the NHL's 
premier netminders and dragging the Predators into playoff 
contention in the process.  

It should come as no surprise that Saros has the highest 
goalie point-share, a stat used to calculate a goaltender's 
impact on their team's point total, by a wide margin this 
season. Take those estimated 12.9 points away, and 
Nashville tumbles well outside the playoff picture, going from 
the top of the Western Conference's wild-card race to below 
the Vancouver Canucks for sixth.  

Obviously, no stat is completely accurate, and context is 
needed. So all you Uncles stop yelling at me. But Saros' 
overwhelming dominance in the areas that measure team-
specific impact can't be ignored.  

His sterling .921 save percentage while facing the second-
highest shot total of any goaltender this season, along with 
his second-ranked goals-saved-above-average and fifth-
lowest goals-allowed-adjusted only furthers my point.  

If Saros doesn't win, he should at the very least be 
nominated.  

Jacob Markstrom - Calgary Flames  

Stat line: 55 GP, 32-14-8, 9 SO, .924 Save Percentage 
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Jacob Markstrom has done wonders this season to dispel 
the don't-sign-goalies-over-30-to-long-term-deals narrative 
that followed him around in 2021.  

After a rough debut campaign in Calgary, Markstrom has not 
only returned to form in 2021-22, but has arguably surpassed 
the level from his Canucks days that earned him his pay 
raise in the first place.  

Here's a cool stat: over 16 percent of the opponents 
Markstrom has faced this season have failed to score a goal 
against him.  

That's wild. Especially when a goalie's job is, you know, to 
stop opponents from scoring against them.  

It probably doesn't surprise you, then, to learn that 
Markstrom's nine shutouts lead the league by a wide margin. 
A 33 percent margin, to be precise, with the Islanders' Ilya 
Sorokin sitting closest to him on the overall leaderboard with 
six.  

The .924 save percentage that Markstrom has put up to this 
point also stands as the best mark of his career, while his 
11.3 point-share ranks third in the NHL, and his 26 goals-
saved-above-average and 82 goals-allowed-adjusted land in 
the top-five, respectively.  

But it's Markstrom's point-share, in particular, that warrants 
further focus, given how the Flames find themselves in the 
midst of one of the most successful seasons in franchise 
history which, after years of mediocrity, have seen them 
emerge as a legitimate Stanley Cup contender.  

It's not a coincidence that the Flames' ascent to the league's 
upper echelon happened to coincide with Markstrom's.  

He's having a terrific season. And with how narrative-happy 
NHL GMs (who vote on the Vezina, for some reason) are, 
they might just side with the veteran.  

Frederik Andersen - Carolina Hurricanes 

Stat line: 48 GP, 33-12-3, 4 SO, .926 Save Percentage 

Talk about a comeback.  

Frederik Andersen looked cooked in his last season as a 
Maple Leaf in 2021, battling injuries all year long and 
performing terribly whenever he managed to see the ice. By 
the playoffs, Jack Campbell had surpassed him on the depth 
chart, nailing the coffin shut on Andersen's tenure in the 
Hockey Mecca.  

Facing free agency, things were looking bleak. But Andersen 
got healthy, signed a short-term deal with the Hurricanes, 
and became the latest goaltender to have a career-best 
season in his early-to-mid-30s.  

It likely helps that Andersen plays behind one of the NHL's 
best bluelines whose modus operandi is specifically 
dedicated to forcing opponents into low-percentage shooting 
lanes.  

But you don't put up a .926 save percentage and four 
shutouts on systems alone. Andersen has completely 
revived himself in his new/old home, registering a top-10 
point-share while surrendering the third-fewest goals-
allowed-adjusted among his peers.  

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, are rolling, looking as dominant 
as ever. Sure, they've looked poised for deep runs in the 
past. But this otherwise meticulously constructed roster has 
had its contention potential knocked out from under it for the 
past three years by underwhelming goaltending.  

Andersen sure is making it seem like that won't be the case 
this year. And, in the process, is putting together quite the 
case for Vezina consideration. 
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Gunler and Ponomaryov shine in Wolves debuts 

By Matthew Somma  

The Chicago Wolves received two major additions to their 
team this week in Noel Gunler and Vasiliy Ponomaryov 
(Ponomarev). Both players were selected by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the second round of the 2020 NHL Draft and 
both players have bright futures with the organization. 
Wednesday’s game marked the AHL debuts for both players 
and an impressive beginning to their professional careers. 
Chicago is poised to make a deep run in the AHL playoffs 
after clinching a first round bye with their win on Wednesday. 
Adding players like Gunler and Ponomaryov will keep 
Chicago’s lineup ahead of the opposition in terms of depth. 
While it’s only one game, there are some things I’d like to 
talk about with regards to both players’ starts with the team. 
Both players had strong debut performances and I have 
some notes on what I liked about each player. 

Noel Gunler 

Gunler had a bit of a slow start, which is understandable 
given the fact that this is his North American debut. The AHL 
is much quicker than the SHL and there is less time to make 
decisions, so there’s usually a bit of a learning curve for 
players coming from that level. Gunler had a few scoring 
chances in the first period, mostly from playing around the 
net and receiving passes from his teammates. In the second 
period, Gunler was ready to play and made an immediate 
impact. His play along the boards and individual skill were 
able to shine, as Gunler was able to be the catalyst of 
offense on his line as opposed to relying on his teammates 
to create offense for him. Gunler had a number of good 
rushes up the ice in that period and make some great passes 
to keep the Wolves’ attack going.  

Gunler’s biggest assets at the AHL level have to be his 
individual skill and strength on the puck. Few players at this 
level have as good of a shot as he does, and fewer players 
can manipulate defenses like Gunler can. Add his strength 
on the puck to the mix and you’re looking at a player that has 
the ability to make defenses look silly. He still needs some 
time to adjust to the AHL level, but Gunler’s debut was 
largely a success.  

Vasiliy Ponomaryov 

Ponomaryov’s debut started off with a missed coverage that 
led to Texas scoring 14 seconds into the game, but after 
that, it was nothing but good things. His next shift, he starts 
the rush up the ice and makes a nice play in front of the net 
to earn a primary assist for his first AHL point. 

Ponomaryov was put on the perfect line for his style of play. 
His line with Jamieson Rees and David Gust was incredible 
in the offensive zone and made things difficult for Texas any 
time they were on the ice. Ponomaryov and Drury are similar 
players, in my eyes. Both have the ability to get to the middle 

and grind along the boards, and both players have enough 
skill to make a difference offensively. They’re Rod 
Brind’Amour players and fans should be very excited about 
Ponomaryov. I liked how his line was able to cycle the puck 
in the offensive zone and create some extended zone time. 
Ponomaryov’s time in the QMJHL made his transition to the 
AHL easier since he already had a feel for the North 
American game. This was a strong debut and I believe that 
he’ll be a player to watch in the pipeline moving forward. 

Other Player Notes 

Jesper Sellgren has been fantastic as of late, both in the 
offensive zone and in the defensive zone. He’s growing more 
and more confident with the puck with each passing game, 
and the offensive results are coming. His assist on Noesen’s 
eventual game winning goal was a thing of beauty. He 
walked the line with confidence and fired a shot right into 
Noesen’s wheelhouse for a deflection.  

Griffin Mendel was recently signed to an ATO by the Wolves 
after finishing his NCAA career with Quinnipiac. He looked 
great defensively and was willing to jump in on the rush on 
multiple occasions. For a player that was labeled as more of 
a defensive defenseman, I thought that Mendel was effective 
in the offensive zone and a sneaky good add for the Wolves. 
This was his second AHL game and you wouldn’t have 
guessed as much if you watched him play. 

Spencer Smallman consistently impresses me whenever I 
watch the Wolves play. I’m not sure if he has NHL upside, 
but he’s a great AHL presence and a natural leader when 
he’s on the ice. I feel like he and Panik were able to help 
Gunler adjust to the AHL in Wednesday’s game. Smallman 
isn’t elite in any particular aspect of his game, but he’s good 
all around and doesn’t have any weaknesses in his game. I 
could see him captaining an AHL team in the very near 
future.  

I’d like to see more from Ryan Suzuki in the offensive zone. 
Defensively, I’ve liked what I’ve seen from him. Offensively, 
not so much. He’ll make a few strong passes but will fold 
under pressure and turn the puck over. Suzuki has been hurt 
a lot this season, which certainly hasn’t helped his 
development, but I’m waiting to see the dynamic player I saw 
in juniors. I still believe, but he’ll need a lot of time to 
develop.  

Lastly, what more can I say about Pyotr Kochetkov? He was 
great again today and didn’t let the early goal shake his 
confidence. Kochetkov has allowed a goal on the first shot of 
the game three times now and has won all three starts, so 
maybe it works for him. He wasn’t tested often in this game, 
but he did make an excellent save after exploding across the 
crease to rob a Texas player on an odd man rush. The future 
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is incredibly bright for the Hurricanes and it only seems to get 
brighter with each passing day. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes clinch playoff berth with comeback win over Sabres 

By Ryan Henkel  

It isn’t necessarily how you draw it up, but the most important 
takeaway from the Carolina Hurricanes’ win over the Buffalo 
Sabres is that the playoff berth is secured. 

For the fourth consecutive season, the Canes will be in the 
postseason which is a testament to the team and culture that 
has been building here since 2018.  

It is also just the second time in team history that Carolina 
has broken the 100-point mark. It’s worth mentioning too, 
that the last Hurricanes team to do that went on to win a 
Stanley Cup. 

But back to the game at hand, it was not what you’d have 
called pretty, by any stretch of the imagination. 

Just 48 hours after head coach Rod Brind’Amour spoke on 
needing a full 60-minute effort and a few Carolina players 
spoke on the overall lack of effort costing them the game, 
you would have expected the Hurricanes to come out flying 
and playing much tighter in their own end. 

Well, the first part held true as the team laid a couple of big 
hits early on, but the defense was bad. Very bad. Turnovers 
and blown coverages were the name of the game early and 
the one reason why Buffalo was leading 2-0 a little over six 
minutes into the event. 

Old friend Jeff Skinner tallied two primary assists as he set 
up each of the first two goals, the first being a drop pass to 
Tage Thompson after Skinner managed to create space on 
Jaccob Slavin with a tight turn and the second being a set up 
from behind the goal line to Alex Tuch cruising through the 
slot.  

In the second period though, Carolina started to build some 
momentum out of the gate and a rush chance culminating 
from a steal by Seth Jarvis in the neutral zone got the Canes 
on the board. 

Picking off an errant pass at the blueline, Jarvis reloaded the 
Hurricanes’ attack, passed it to Andrei Svechnikov, who 
laced it cross-ice to Sebastian Aho for the score. 

But before the Hurricanes even had time to savor that goal, 
another brutally blown defense coverage saw the two-goal 
deficit return. Victor Olofsson was left unmarked and he 
opened up Raanta’s five-hole and slid it in. 

The game got uglier from there as Carolina conceded seven 
high-danger chances in the second period alone according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, but Raanta put together some key 
saves and then it was Buffalo’s turn to make the egregious 
mistake this time. 

Late in the second, Cody Eakin elected to try and airmail a 
puck from his own defensive corner where Teuvo Tervainen 
gloved the pass down setting himself up with a clear look 
from the slot which he did not miss on. 

And this proved to be the spark the Hurricanes needed as 
the crowd came back to life, giving Carolina some much 
needed energy. 

In the third period, it was back to the Carolina Hurricanes we 
know so well and it was none other than the captain who 
found the equalizer. 

In signature fashion, some hard forechecking by the Staal 
line created a turnover in the Buffalo zone and a couple of 
quick passes set Jordan Staal up for a great look which he 
sniped into the top corner. 

And not long after that Aho would get his second of the game 
after Svechnikov did the heavy lifting along the boards to get 
it back out to the Finnish center for the go-ahead goal. 

The Canes shut it down from there and Staal iced the game 
away with an empty netter to secure the win for his team.  

The playoff bound Hurricanes will be back in action tomorrow 
as they play host to the New York Islanders at 7 p.m. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Jarvis, Staal on playoff-clinching win over Sabres 

By Ryan Henkel and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes officially punched their ticket to the 
postseason Thursday night at home, coming from behind to 
beat the Sabres 5-3 in a pretty ugly hockey game.  

The Canes fell down 2-0 early but ended the game with four 
unanswered goals, as Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho both 
scored twice to help the Hurricanes avoid a second straight 
loss to Buffalo.  

Following the playoff-clinching win, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Aho, Seth Jarvis and Staal spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting two points even on a rough night: It’s a great way 
to look at it. We weren’t at our best, but the guys said ‘ok, 
enough’ and went out and had a good period. They played 
their butts off, really. It was a good third period. It got us the 
win.  

On clinching the playoff spot: That’s really the big picture. 
Thank you for bringing that up. It’s a huge accomplishment. 
We’ve grinded all year. We know there’s bigger and better 
things that we want to accomplish, but you have to get there 
first. To get there with 11 games to go, that says a lot about 
the group. Normally you’re sweating it out to try and get in at 
this point. The fact that we’re in and have accomplished that, 
it should be celebrated to some degree. We’re going to come 
back tomorrow and talk about how we want to win the game. 
But I give these guys a lot of credit. The majority of the time, 
you guys watch the games, they play their butts off every 
night. It doesn’t always work out, but they’re a pretty 
committed group.  

On reaching 100 points for the second time ever: That’s kind 
of what I’m alluding to. We still have 10 or 11 games left and 
we’re at that point, it’s got to say something about the group.  

On getting to the playoffs for the fourth straight year after the 
long drought: Yes. That’s what we wanted to accomplish 
from day one four years ago. It wasn’t just to have a good 
team here and there. It was to be good for a long time and 
give this area a team to be proud of. That’s really what it is. I 
remember four years ago when we got in it was felt 
awesome. Now, the fact that we’re just expected to do it is a 
huge shift in how we all perceive us. That’s something to be 
proud of.  

On Jarvis’ enthusiasm being infectious: These young guys 
that are coming in bring that young life to your group, which 
is needed. He was probably happy because he messed up 
on one of the goals and was probably super excited that we 
didn’t have to talk about that too much. Again, what I like 
about it is that everybody contributed this year. As you go 
down the list it’s not just one guy that you can hang your hat 
on that guy. Every night it feels like we’ve got different guys 
contributing, and if we want to have success as a franchise 
or a team, that’s how it has to be built.  

On having success this year with nine new players: That’s a 
good point. I remember going back I was quite concerned 
about nine new guys. But that goes to the management and 
the guys did their homework on who we were bringing in, 
and it’s so important how they fit. They’re all on board. We’re 
here to do one thing. This was the first step, but you have to 
take that step to get to the next one.  

On if there was a turning point in the game: There was a 
bunch of them. I think really the start of the third getting that 
equalizer and the way we did it, that’s kind of how we play 
with forcing the turnovers. It’s nice to see [Staal] get 
rewarded. We know what he’s meant to this franchise, and 
he had a huge game. It was kind of like ‘here you go, 
signature game when we kind of seal the deal.’ That’s the 
guy who deserves it.  

Sebastian Aho 

On an exchange he had with Rasmus Dahlin getting the fans 
going and being a pivotal point of the game: Yeah, tough 
start. The first few shots went in. Great shots. You can’t 
blame [Antti Raanta] there, he played an unbelievable game. 
He made big saves in the second. I don’t know if that 
moment was a turning point, but we definitely had a good 
third period. And that’s definitely what we need coming down 
the stretch and in the playoffs, too, to be able to come back 
in games. It’s not always going to go your way, but that will to 
grind the full 60 minutes was the key for us tonight. 

On a fourth straight playoff berth: That’s the whole point of 
why you play hockey, right? You play for the playoffs. You 
play for the win and to be the best team. We are very proud 
that we’re headed to the playoffs, but at the same time we 
just need to put our head down and go to work. We still have 
10ish games, and we want to do it our way and keep building 
to the playoffs.  

On Andrei Svechnikov: He can do it all. He’s more of a 
power forward, a big boy out there who skates super well 
and skates hard and hits everyone. But he actually has very 
good hands and good vision as well. I obviously like playing 
with him. He’s a great player.  

On what was said after the first period: There’s always 
something said. To be honest, I don’t even remember what 
we were saying there.  

Seth Jarvis 

On righting the ship after a comeback win: It feels really 
good. The first two periods we didn’t play very well, 
especially the first. But to have a third period like that is big 
for our confidence and just kind of getting back to the way we 
should have played the whole game. It’s nice to have at least 
one good period to take away from that game and hopefully 
it carries over. 

On Jordan Staal’s equalizer: It was huge. He’s been on a 
tear lately. He’s always doing things right, just happens to be 
going in now. I expect a lot more from him. 

On going to the Stanly Cup Playoffs: I know, isn’t that cool? I 
knew we were close but I didn’t know how close and then 
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Roddy came in and said, “We’re in,” and I was like, “Ohhh!” 
I’m excited. 

On his linemates: I think it was good. I’ve played with both of 
those guys before both separate times and together, so the 
chemistry is always kind of good. Just kind of stuck to it and 
especially our line. We knew we’d get our chances and when 
they came, we started to capitalize. It’s about not getting 
frustrated basically and just waiting for our opportunities. 

On how fun it is to play with a player like Andrei Svechnikov: 
You said it, mayhem. It’s sick. All I have to do kind of is be 
first in the battles and just poke the puck free and he just 
wheels in there with his massive body and creates a bunch 
of chaos for everyone. It’s nice because a guy like me, I can 
kind of get lost and hopefully find those greasy goals. 

On feeding off Sebastian Aho’s intensity: He gets really into 
it. I don’t yell quite as much as he does, but he definitely 
makes sure everyone is going. Especially when we play 
together. He’s always giving us tips and telling us what we 
need to do. It’s awesome to have him there to kind of feed off 
of his energy. 

On if Aho yells in English or Finnish: Well, that’s the thing. I 
don’t know. Sometimes he’s yelling in Finnish and I’m like, 
“Oh, he could be talking about me and just doesn’t want to 
tell me,” but for the most part, he’s yelling in English. It’s nice 
when I can understand him. 

On the crowd’s energy rising late in the game: It’s huge. 
When the crowd’s into it, it’s electric. It’s awesome. We didn’t 
give them too much to cheer about in the first period and a 
half, so it kind of makes sense, but when they get into it, it 
just amps everything up and makes it a lot tougher on the 
other team because we get all our energy from them. Like 
when they start yelling and cheering, everyone on the bench 
gets the jitters and going a bit harder. 

On the black pants’ two-game emergence: I have no idea. 
With the white, I wasn’t a huge fan. I was like, “Hmm, this 
kind of looks weird,” but red I thought actually looked pretty 
good because there’s more black on our jerseys to go with it. 
But I don’t know what they were doing but it’s fine. 

On what he thinks the playoffs will be like: Dude, you tell me. 
I don’t even know. I’m just excited. Obviously I’ve watched it 
on TV for 18 years basically... 20 years actually, but I just 
think it’s going to be intense and hard. Everyone says not a 
lot of offense comes out of it. It’s a lot about special teams 
and just not making mistakes. Obviously myself, I have to 
clean up a few things with my game to make sure I’m at my 
top level. 

Jordan Staal 

On clinching the playoff spot: Yeah, it’s great. It’s good news 
for this club, and we’ve worked hard to get here. We’ve got a 
long road ahead, but this was the first step. It’s definitely nice 
to celebrate.  

On being part of these playoff teams now after where the 
team used to be: Absolutely. I’m glad I get to stick around 
long enough to be where we’re at now and be part of it and 
the solution. It’s exciting. Our fans have been great. They’ve 
jumped on board with this group, and we’ve really kind of 
elevated our game. I think there’s a really good future for this 
club.  

On the slow start: The first period I think we were kind of 
choppy again, slow starts. We were choppy in the second. 
We were hanging around, at least, but we hadn’t really fully 
played and committed to our game. That third period was 
kind of exactly how we wanted it to look. 

On his goal: Yeah, it was just another great forecheck chip 
by our line. [Jesper Fast] and Nino [Niederreiter] were on top 
of it. They were trying to find a quick play to get out, and we 
created a little turnover there. That’s kind of how you create 
chances, and [Fast] made a great play to [Brett Pesce] and 
obviously had a great look to find me as well. You hope 
when you have that time and opportunity that it’s going to go 
in, and I’m glad I got it.  

On the playoffs and Jarvis getting ready for his first one: It’s 
a different animal. It’s exciting. It’s fun. It’s a grind. Really it’s 
the best time of year. I think he’s going to be great. I think 
he’s going to be excited and have fun with it. Every little play 
gets magnified that much more. All of those little things that 
we’ve been talking about all year long that we have to do 
well are magnified even more. It’s about the team that’s the 
sharpest. We’re going to have to be ready for any team 
coming up.  

On what was said after the first period: There’s some words 
being said. That first period I thought our power play made 
some good plays. I think we had a fair amount of chances. It 
really was the second period that looked ugly. That was the 
kind of period where we needed to tell each other to wake up 
a little bit. I thought we responded in the third. Everyone did. 
We played a much simpler game. When we’re creating 
turnovers with our puck pressure that’s when we’re at our 
best, and it was evident with a few of those that we had. It 
was that kind of stuff.  
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Canes clinch fourth straight playoff berth with comeback win over Sabres  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

For the fourth straight season, the Carolina Hurricanes are 
playoff bound. 

With a comeback 5-3 win over the Buffalo Sabres (26-35-11) 
on Thursday, April 7, the Hurricanes (46-17-8) clinched a 
playoff berth as well as the second 100-point season in 
franchise history. After a bitter 4-2 loss to the Sabres in 
Buffalo just two days prior, the significance of this win was 
not lost on the Hurricanes. 

“That’s what we wanted to accomplish from day one four 
years ago,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It wasn’t just 
to have a good team here and there. It was to be good for a 
long time and give this area a team to be proud of.” 

Brind’Amour first took the helm for Carolina in 2018-19 when 
he led the Canes to their first playoff appearance since 2008-
09, and he’s repeated that level of play since with this string 
of playoff berths. However, this is not Brind’Amour’s first 
rodeo when it comes to leading the Carolina Hurricanes, as 
he captained the only other Carolina team to eclipse 100 
points in a season. A team that just so happened to win the 
Stanley Cup in 2005-06. 

Even with a bevy of young talent on the roster, most of the 
current Canes players are used to qualifying for the playoffs 
given the team’s success under Brind’Amour. However, 
perhaps no other Hurricanes adopted a more “business as 
usual” attitude than center Jordan Staal, who’s been in 
Carolina since 2012-13. Even though the majority of his time 
in Raleigh has been spent missing the postseason rather 
than making it, the veteran captain stayed true to his down-
to-earth demeanor when he found out that the Canes were 
heading to the playoffs. 

The victory over the Sabres to secure a playoff spot did 
indeed prove sweet. But even before the final horn sounded, 
that sweetness abounded in the form of a dessert. 

Specifically, turnovers. 

The Canes and the Sabres each racked up 11 giveaways 
over the course of the contest, making for a sloppy, albeit 
exciting, game of hockey. At first, the game looked to be a 
repeat of that recent loss to Buffalo as Carolina dug itself into 
a 2-0 hole by the end of the first period. Despite both of the 
Hurricanes’ power play opportunities coming towards the end 
of the opening 20, some shoddy defensive work saw Tage 

Thompson and Alex Tuch each sneak a goal past goaltender 
Antti Raanta for a 2-0 Sabres lead. 

The Canes did let up one more goal in the second period, 
but things started to turn around for Carolina at that point. 
The top line of right wing Andrei Svechnikov, center 
Sebastian Aho and center Seth Jarvis combined for the first 
of its two goals to put the Hurricanes on the scoreboard. 

Left wing Teuvo Teräväinen drew inspiration from the game’s 
first siren sounder, UNC-Chapel Hill men’s basketball player 
Brady Manek, by scoring on a catch and shoot play of his 
own. When the Sabres tried to clear the puck out of their own 
zone, Teräväinen grabbed it out of the air before setting it 
down on the ice to fire past Buffalo netminder Craig 
Anderson, pulling with Canes within a goal before the second 
intermission. 

In keeping with the game’s trend of the Canes scoring 
highlight-reel goals, Staal netted the equalizer to cap off a 
stylish segment of team hockey. Right wing Jesper Fast 
dished a cross-ice pass to defenseman Brett Pesce who 
dangled the puck just long enough to tease the Buffalo 
defenseman in, then passed to a wide-open Staal who 
deposited the puck into the net. 

The Svechnikov-Aho-Jarvis line netted the go-ahead goal 
with just under nine minutes to go in another great example 
of passing chemistry. After the game, Jarvis expanded on 
how playing on a line with a young superstar like Svech 
helps him cultivate his own game. 

“It’s sick,” Jarvis said. “All I have to do is be first in the battles 
and just poke the puck free, and [Svechnikov] just wheels in 
there with his massive body and creates a bunch of chaos 
for everyone. It’s nice because a guy like me, I can kind of 
get lost and hopefully find those greasy goals.” 

Staal scored an empty-netter with 55 seconds to go to seal 
the deal. With another win tucked under its belt and with 
playoff hockey now officially on the docket for Carolina, the 
team is beginning to prepare for further success in the 
postseason. 

“It’s good news for this club,” Staal said. “We’ve worked hard 
to get here. We’ve got a long road ahead, but this was the 
first step. It’s definitely nice to celebrate.” 

For now, the Hurricanes face a quick turnaround as the New 
York Islanders come to PNC Arena on Friday, April 8. Puck 
drops at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260222055.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-rally-past-sabres-clinch-playoff-berth/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-clinch-playoff-berth-with-win-over-buffalo/c-332734968 
https://www.nhl.com/news/buffalo-sabres-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332736532 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-buffalo-alex-tuch-hockey-138a6af35406209f0dcc4301c3c5c730 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-8121b0de5b964d68bd18a89886ab2ce0 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/making-the-case-for-each-vezina-candidate 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/7/23014191/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-chicago-wolves-gunler-ponomaryov 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/7/23015965/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-jarvis-staal-on-playoff-clinching-win-over-sabres 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/7/23015996/carolina-hurricanes-clinch-playoff-berth-with-comeback-win-over-buffalo-sabres-aho-staal-

teravainen 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-clinch-fourth-straight-playoff-berth-with-comeback-win-over-sabres/article_5b23ad10-b6f1-11ec-

bad7-939d5e8f7b84.html  
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Hurricanes clinch Stanley Cup playoff berth, beat Buffalo, 5-3 in 
comeback effort 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED APRIL 07, 2022 11:22 PM 

 

There was a time when it seemed the Carolina Hurricanes were caught 
in some kind of hockey purgatory, unable to reach the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

After a 5-3 comeback win Thursday over the Buffalo Sabres, the Canes 
now have qualified for a fourth straight season. They also have reached 
100 points in a season for only the second time in franchise history. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
grinded all year. Obviously there are bigger and better things we want to 
accomplish but you have to get there first. 

“Four years ago when we got in, it felt awesome. Now, we’re just 
expected to do this. That’s a huge shift in how we all perceive (ourselves) 
and that’s something to be proud of.” 

The other Canes team to hit 100: the 2005-2006 team. That one won the 
Stanley Cup. 

“Thank you for mentioning that,” Brind’Amour said, smiling. 

Brind’Amour, the team captain in 2006, has been the coach for all four 
playoff teams to “get there.” This season, he has taken a lineup with nine 
new players, added forward Max Domi at the trade deadline and made 

the Canes one of the NHL’s best teams and the Metropolitan Division 
leaders. 

“The goal four years ago wasn’t to just have a good team here and 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “It was to be good for a long time and give this 
area a team to be proud of.” 

Jordan Staal was a part of the nine lean regular seasons when the 
Canes had no postseason. Now the captain, the center has grown into 
his leadership role and it was evident again Thursday. 

The Canes (46-17-8) trailed 3-2 entering the third period. It would be 
Staal that tied the score with a shot from the slot, his first goal in 16 
games, and Staal whose empty-net score in the final minute of regulation 
sealed it. 

Sebastian Aho also scored twice and Teuvo Teravainen, in his 400th 
game with the Canes, had a goal. Aho’s second score, off a quick 
backhander at 11:39 of the third period, gave Carolina the go-ahead 
goal. 

Goalie Antti Raanta, after some shaky moments in the first half of the 
game, earned his 12th win with 18 saves. Raanta was beaten for goals 
on the Sabres’ first two shots, by Tage Thompson and Alex Tuch in the 
first period, then a goal by Victor Olofsson at 5:29 of the second, but shut 
it down after that. 

The Sabres (26-35-11), after a 4-2 win over Carolina on Tuesday in 
Buffalo, took a 3-1 lead Thursday on Olofsson’s score. But Teravainen 
forced a turnover and scored unassisted on a shot from the slot to beat 
goalie Craig Anderson and make it a one-goal Sabres lead after two. 

“I think the will to grind the full 60 minutes was the key for us tonight,” 
said Aho, who has 33 goals this season. 

Svechnikov, called a “big boy out there” by Aho, and rookie Seth Jarvis 
each finished with two assists for the Canes. Svechnikov twice set up 
Aho for scores and his 62 points this season set a new career high. 
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“We weren’t at our best and the guys just kind of said, ‘OK, enough’ and 
just played their butts off, really,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a good third 
period and got us a win.” 

The Canes have 11 games remaining in the regular season and two in 
the next three days -- against the New York Islanders on Friday and 
Anaheim on Sunday, both at PNC Arena. 

But the Canes are in, again. 

In 2019, when their playoff drought ended, the Canes staged a joyous 
Storm Surge celebration after the clinching game at PNC Arena. On 
Thursday, it was more clap and raise their sticks. 

“It’s great,” Staal said. “We worked hard to get here. We have a long road 
ahead but this was the first step.” 
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Hurricanes rally past Sabres, clinch playoff berth 

 

April 7, 2022  

Cory Lavalette Article, NHL, Sports 

 

RALEIGH — Past the game’s midway point and down two goals, the fans 
in PNC Arena were looking for something — anything — to cheer, 
scream or yell about. 

They got it when Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin hit Hurricanes 
center Sebastian Aho up high away from the puck and wasn’t called for a 
penalty. The play was eerily similar to a first-period infraction called on 
Carolina’s Max Domi, and it gave the crowd a chance to deride the 
officials. 

Moments later, Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen gloved down a 
clearing attempt and scored, cutting Buffalo’s lead to one and giving the 
Hurricanes the boost they — and their fans — needed heading into the 
final period. 

Jordan Staal scored early into the third to tie the game, Aho got his 
second of the night with under nine minutes left, and Staal iced the game 
with an empty-net goal to vault the Hurricanes to a 5-3 win Thursday in 
front of 15,639 relieved fans. 

“We weren’t at our best,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “But 
then the guys just said, ‘OK, enough.’” 

The win also clinched the Hurricanes’ fourth straight trip to the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

“I know! Isn’t that cool,” said an exuberant Seth Jarvis, who had two 
assists. 

Staal had a more measured reaction. 

“We worked hard to get here,” he said, “and we’ve got a long road ahead. 
But this was the first step, and it’s definitely a night to celebrate.” 

They wouldn’t be celebrating without the captain’s performance. 

Staal and his linemates, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast, led the way 
in the third period and tipped the scales fully in Carolina’s favor with the 
tying goal. 

After a dump-in behind the Buffalo net, Sabres defenseman Casey 
Fitzgerald, under pressure from Niederreiter, wheeled the puck around 
the boards to get a clear. But Staal won the race to it, deflecting the puck 
into the middle of the ice to Fast. 

Fast passed to Brett Pesce as he entered the zone, and the Carolina 
defenseman looked off the Sabres’ Mattias Samuelsson and fed back to 
Staal between the hash marks. Staal wristed his shot over the glove of 
Craig Anderson (27 saves) to tie the game. 

“When we’re creating turnovers with our puck pressure, that’s when 
we’re at our best,” Staal said. 

Brind’Amour thought it was fitting that Staal was the guy who both tied 
the game and put the finishing touches on it. 

“It’s nice to see Jordo get rewarded,” Brind’Amour said. “This guy, we 
know what he’s meant to this franchise, and he had a huge game. Kind 
of like, ‘OK, here you go — signature game,’ and he can kind of seal the 
deal. That’s the guy who deserves it.” 

And then there’s Aho, the flashy sports car to Staal’s reliable pickup 
truck. 

After getting Carolina on the board early in the second period, Aho 
scored the go-ahead goal at 11:39 of the third. 

After Jarvis won a battle on the boards, Andrei Svechnikov muscled his 
way behind the Buffalo net and centered the puck. Aho kicked the pass 
to his stick and backhanded past Anderson for his 33rd goal of the year. 

“We just kind of stuck to it, especially our line,” Jarvis said. “We knew 
we’d get our chances, and when it came we just have to capitalize. It’s 
just not getting frustrated, basically, and just waiting for our 
opportunities.” 

Things didn’t look so optimistic when the Sabres jumped out to an early 
lead by converting their first two shots on goal of the night. 

First, former Hurricanes winger Jeff Skinner backhanded a pass to Tage 
Thompson in the right circle, and Thompson pick the short-side corner 
past Antti Raanta (18 saves) to give Buffalo a 1-0 lead just 3:49 into the 
game. 

Less than three minutes later, Skinner set up another goal when Alex 
Tuch beat Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei to the front of the net and 
finished a Skinner pass for a 2-0 lead at 6:25. 

Carolina halved the lead at 4:59 of the second period when Aho scored 
his first of the night, but Buffalo reestablished their two-goal lead 30 
seconds later when Victor Olofsson made the game 3-1. 

The Hurricanes’ third-period rally, however, ended their two-game losing 
streak and punched their ticket to the postseason for the fourth straight 
season. 

“That’s what we wanted to get accomplished really from day one four 
years ago,” Brind’Amour said of the mindset when he took over as coach. 
“It wasn’t just to have a good team here and there, it was to be good for a 
long time and give this area a team they’d be proud of, and that’s really 
what it is. 

“And I think the fact that we’re sitting here — I can remember four years 
ago when we got in, it felt awesome. But now we’re just expected to do 
this. That’s a huge shift in how I think we all perceive this. And that’s 
something to be proud of.” 
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Islanders expect Kyle Palmieri to be available vs. Hurricanes 

 

By Andrew Gross 
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MORRISVILLE, N.C. — Kyle Palmieri’s maintenance-day absence from 
a rare Islanders practice on Thursday is not expected to impact his 
availability Friday night against the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Hurricanes in the penultimate match of a five-game road trip. 

Coach Barry Trotz expects Palmieri to play after he limped off briefly 
during Tuesday’s 3-2 loss to the Stars but finished the game. Given his 
recent productive play, the Islanders need Palmieri to be available. 

“Things weren’t going right at the beginning of the year, pucks weren’t 
going in, and it can wear on your mentality,” Zach Parise said after 
Thursday’s energetic 45-minute session at Wake Competition Center. 
“He always came in with a great attitude. But you can tell once it started 
going in for him, the confidence with the puck and making plays has gone 
completely to the next level and really been huge for our depth. The 
balance that we’ve gotten through four lines, he’s a huge part of that.” 

Palmieri has 13 goals and 14 assists in 56 games after notching only one 
goal in his first 29 games. Kieffer Bellows skated in his spot on second-
line center Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s right wing along with Josh Bailey at 
Thursday’s practice, the Islanders’ first since March 8 because of their 
condensed schedule. 

“It was a restart,” Trotz said. “The first half of the season wasn’t very 
good for him and it wasn’t very good for a number of our top guys. You’re 
only as good as your top players. We had a lot of guys that got off to slow 
starts. It’s hard to get off to great starts when you have a lot of your top 
players not playing at the level they need to and producing at the level 
they need to.” 

But Trotz saw enough in Palmieri’s game during last season’s run to the 
NHL semifinals to remain confident in his abilities. Palmieri had seven 
goals and two assists in 19 playoff games after struggling with two goals 
and two assists in 17 regular-season games following his trade from the 
Devils. 

“A lot of the stuff that I saw in the playoffs, you’re seeing in the second 
half,” Trotz said. “He’s hard on pucks. He’s got a real good release. He’s 
good on walls. He can make plays under duress and those are things 
you saw in the playoffs. You didn’t see them really at the start of the year 
as much, but you have in the second half.” 

The Islanders (32-28-9) are 13 points behind the Capitals for the Eastern 
Conference’s final wild-card spot with 13 games to play. 

Notes & quotes: Trotz did not indicate whether he planned to start Ilya 
Sorokin or Semyon Varlamov against the Hurricanes. The goalies are 
expected to split the back-to-back games with the road trip concluding 
Saturday night against the Blues. Sorokin has not played since exiting a 
4-1 loss to the Lightning at UBS Arena after two periods on March 27 and 
not dressing for the subsequent four games because of a head injury. 
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Prospect Report: Räty Time, Dufour Shining, Future Outlook - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders practiced today in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
ahead of their contest with the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday. So, with no 
game today, we focused on two New York Islanders prospects in 
forwards Aatu Räty and William Dufour. 

Aatu Räty, 52nd Overall in 2021 NHL Draft 

On April 6, New York Islanders 52nd overall pick in the 2021 NHL Entry 
Level, Aatu Räty, and his team Jukurit (Liiga, Finnish League) came up 

short in the first round of their postseason, with a Game 7 loss to 
Kookoo. Räty had just two assists in seven games, but during the regular 
season showed why he could be a potential gem for the New York 
Islanders. 

At 19-years old, in the most competitive league in Finland, Aatu Räty had 
13 goals and 27 assists, good for 40 points in 41 games played. He 
started the 2021-22 campaign with Karpat but was dealt to Jukurit after 
just one assist in six games to kick off the season. 

Räty had been a member of Karpat since 2019 but never played to 
expectation, with just 11 points in a total of 53 games. 

Coincidentally or not, his first two seasons came during the COVID-19 
outbreak, and his lack of production may have had a lot to do with it. Now 
we know what happens when you assume, but it’s clear that Räty was 
better than what he showed over that two-year period. 

Looking back on the 2021 NHL Draft, Aatu Räty could be the biggest 
steal. 

Not to mention, at the World Junior Showcase that summer, Räty put up 
six goals and eight assists in six games with Finland. 

With Raty’s season done, he can come over to North America and adapt 
to the game on that side of the pond. Although he could technically play 
for the New York Islanders this season, it is way more likely that he gets 
a few games in with the Bridgeport Islanders of the AHL. Bridgeport has 
seven games left in their regular season and are fighting for a playoff 
spot. 

But Raty will be in playing for Bridgeport in 2022-23 as his journey to the 
NHL continues. And he would more than likely be the New York Islanders 
first call-up if a center is needed. 

Aatu Räty signed a three-year entry-level contract (ELC) worth $2.775 
million upon being drafted. If he plays nine games or fewer with the New 
York Islanders over the length of his deal, another year will be added to 
his ELC. 

William Dufour, 152nd Overall in 2020 NHL Draft 

What a season 20-year old forward William Dufour is having in the 
QMJHL with the St. John Sea Dogs. It’s been a legendary season, as 
Dufour has scored 48 goals in 55 games, with 50 assists for 98 points. 
His 55 goals and counting has already set a Sea Dogs franchise record, 
which had previously been set by Danick Gauthier (2011-12), who scored 
47. 

Dufour, a fifth-round selection, is tied for first in points in the QMJHL with 
Joshua Roy (150th overall in 2021, Canadiens) of the Sherbrooke 
Pheonix. 

Just like Rty could potentially be the steal of the 2021 draft, William 
Dufour could hold the same value. 

Dufour started to figure things out in year three after not living up to 
expectations early on in his QMJHL career, being traded a few times 
after being selected 6th overall in the 2018 QMJHL Draft. 

After 22 points in 31 games for the Chicoutimi Sagueneens to start the 
2019-20 season, Dufour was dealt for the second time in his QMJHL 
career, landing with the Drummondville Voltigeurs. In 28 games, Dufour 
had 33 points with 18 goals and 15 assists. 

That summer, he was drafted by the New York Islanders. Dufour has not 
signed his ELC yet, as the New York Islanders and general manager Lou 
Lamoriello are more likely waiting until after the Memorial Cup. 

The St. John Sea Dogs have already clinched a playoff spot, sitting 
fourth in the Eastern Conference. 

The Islanders have until June 1 to sign their prized possession, or they 
lose his rights. 

Future Outlook 
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Both Aatu Räty and William Dufour have shown strong potential this 
year. But like many prospects, they are merely that until they show that 
their skill set can translate to the NHL game. For Raty, the fact that he 
had such a strong season in a top league in Europe bodes well for the 
19-year old forward. 

North American hockey will take some time to get used to, but if all goes 
well, he could get some NHL action in 2022-23. Looking into the future, 
he can be a strong no. 2 center at the NHL level. 

For 20-year old William Dufour, his first season in the AHL will be rather 
significant. 

We have seen countless players dominate in the QMJHL, but their 
success has stopped there. Dufour does not play against top-end 
competition like Räty or against players 10-plus years older than him. 
And that’s a big thing. 

Without seeing him play anything but Juniors, Dufour could potentially be 
a solid third-line option for the New York Islanders. 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.08.2022 

1240900 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers-Penguins tempers flare after high hit on Tyler Motte 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Just as it became clear the Rangers were running away with the win 
Thursday night at Madison Square Garden, the Penguins turned up the 
physicality. 

Tyler Motte was ultimately the collateral damage of that shift in play 
during the third period, after Pittsburgh winger Anthony Angello landed a 
thunderous high hit on the Rangers’ trade-deadline acquisition. Angello 
barreled his side into an unsuspecting Motte, who got knocked in the 
head and went to the locker room for the rest of the game. 

Head coach Gerard Gallant didn’t have an immediate update following 
the 3-0 victory. 

The Rangers took issue with the hit and let the Penguins know for the 
final stretch of the game. Smaller scuffles broke out after each of the last 
few whistles before tensions boiled over once the final horn sounded. 

Players from both clubs participated in some extracurricular activities in 
the corner. Pleasantries were also exchanged around center ice, when 
the Penguins were supposed to be heading to the locker room and the 
Rangers were supposed to be saluting the fans. 

“For the most part, I think it was hard through the whistles,” said Frank 
Vatrano, who scored his sixth goal as a Ranger in the win. “Then it got a 
little chippy there toward the end. But I think the three times I played 
against them since I’ve been here, it’s been a playoff type of game and 
those are the games you’re going to play down the stretch. Especially 
against a team that you might see in the first round.” 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Barclay Goodrow led the Rangers with five hits, but the Penguins 
ultimately held a 28-22 edge in that category. In his 400th career game, 
Goodrow found himself at the center of a couple of tussles as well toward 
the end of the game. 

The intensity was surely a by-product of the Rangers and Penguins 
squaring off four times in the span of just over a month, but it also may 

have been some parting messages with a potential playoff series on the 
horizon. 

The Blueshirts won their 30th game against an Eastern Conference 
opponent, marking the 14th time in franchise history they have done so. 
The last time the Rangers accomplished the feat was during the 2015-16 
season. 

In the previous four games, the Rangers have been perfect on the 
penalty kill. After going 3-for-3 on Thursday night, the Rangers’ PK has 
killed off the last 12 power plays it has faced. 
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Rangers look like legitimate threat in East entering playoffs 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

The Magic Number for clinching a playoff berth has been sliced to two 
points, they hold a six-point edge for home-ice advantage in Round 1, 
and do you know what?  

That with 10 games to go in the regular season, the Rangers just might 
be as good as their 46-20-6 record says they are. Might be as good as 
their record has said they’ve been pretty much all season. And that three-
weeks plus away from the tournament, the Blueshirts are a legitimate 
threat to get out of the East.  

This was an impressive one, Thursday’s 3-0 victory over the Penguins at 
the Garden that extended the Blueshirts’ lead to six points over the 
Pittsburgh team that is lurking as the likely opening-round opponent. The 
chippy way this one ended with enmity and an exchange of angry words 
spilling past the final buzzer could have been a setup for Game 1.  

The Rangers will take this game every game once the tournament 
commences. The Penguins were playing without Sidney Crosby, 
unavailable with a non-COVID illness, but the result was tallied without 
an asterisk. The Blueshirts suppressed their opponents as they did for 
much of the four-game season series they took 3-1, winning the last 
three over the last 13 days by an aggregate score of 11-3.  

And when they did break down, which was not at all often, Igor 
Shesterkin responded with a pristine effort in recording a 30-shot shutout. 
If the netminder was not necessarily called upon to be brilliant — there 
was a point-blank dandy stop on Jake Guentzel with just under three 
minutes to play in the second and the Blueshirts up by two — the fact 
that he didn’t allow a marginal one was noteworthy enough.  

“Obviously the last few games didn’t go as planned,” said Shesterkin, 
who’d allowed more questionable goals over the past few weeks than he 
did over the first few months. “I was really trying to get my grasp on the 
game. But we’ll keep moving forward from here.”  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

As the playoffs approach, the Rangers have focused on playoff-style 
hockey. The 30 shots they allowed on Tuesday marked the most they 
have yielded over the past eight contests in which opponents have gotten 
an average of 23 shots per. The nine games prior to that, the Blueshirts 
had permitted an average of 33 per — 10 more a game.  

If Shesterkin returned to form in this one, so did Adam Fox and his 
partner Ryan Lindgren. That nominal first pair has wobbled for a stretch. 
Since returning to play following the extended All-Star break, that pair 
had been on for 18 goals against at five-on-five while the K’Andre Miller-
Jacob Trouba tandem had been on for 13.  
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Fox, in particular, seemed to be making the kinds of mental errors at both 
ends of the ice that the reigning Norris Trophy winner just never has 
made … until the last couple of months. Indeed, the Miller-Trouba pairing 
is now sharing time as the shutdown tandem.  

But Fox was resolute in this one. So was Lindgren, with his pair 
essentially splitting time with Miller-Trouba in the matchup against the 
Guentzel-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan Rust unit. The Rangers came out ahead 
on the matchup that primarily had the Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad-
Frank Vatrano unit working up front.  

Vatrano got one off a backhand in front 24 seconds into the second 
period to open the scoring. Artemi Panarin, whose game the past week 
has caught up with escalating point totals, whipped a backhand past 
Tristan Jarry at 9:47 of the period for a 2-0 lead the Blueshirts maintained 
until Dryden Hunt sealed it with an empty-netter.  

This was more entertaining than Tuesday’s 3-1 victory in New Jersey, but 
only by degrees. The Rangers seem quite content to stifle opponents 
rather than run-and-gun from the moment the puck is dropped. The 
Blueshirts might want to skill it up, but they’ve reared their game in a bit 
and have been more conservative and careful with the puck.  

They’re playing the kind of style that is prone to be more beneficial in the 
playoffs. They are playing the kind of hockey that makes it possible to 
dream what should be an impossible dream. 
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Rangers snare key win over potential playoff foe Penguins 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Facing goalie Igor Shesterkin is one thing, but facing a frustrated Igor 
Shesterkin is another. 

The Penguins learned that lesson at Madison Square Garden on 
Thursday night, when Shesterkin dropped the iron curtain and made 30 
saves to propel the Rangers to a 3-0 victory and cap an intense regular-
season series with Pittsburgh. Time will tell if there is to be a playoff 
series, as well. 

Shesterkin had surrendered three or more goals in half of his previous 10 
starts entering Thursday’s matchup, marking one of the toughest 
stretches of his young NHL career. 

But it is only “tough” by Shesterkin’s standards, which are significantly 
higher than most other goalies in the league given how otherworldly his 
numbers have been since he joined the Rangers toward the end of the 
pandemic-shortened 2019-20 season. 

Defenseman Jacob Trouba recently said everybody in the Rangers’ 
locker room knows just how much Shesterkin doesn’t like to lose. He 
simply expects a lot of himself. 

Igor Shesterkin stops a shot by the Penguins’ Teddy Blueger for one of 
his 30 saves in the Rangers’ win. 

That was evident after the Russian netminder declined to discuss his 
game following the Rangers’ 4-3 shootout loss to the Flyers on Sunday. 
He did, however, admit he was frustrated. So, naturally, Shesterkin was 
back to his brick-wall ways on Thursday. 

“Obviously, the last few games didn’t go as planned,” Shesterkin said 
through a translator after the win, which brought the Rangers’ magic 
number to clinch a playoff berth down to two. “I was really trying to get 
my grasp on the game. But we’ll keep moving forward from there, I’ll 
work with the coaches and we’ll try to move on.” 

Shesterkin, who earned his fourth shutout of the season, had the Garden 
chanting his name. After denying Penguins top-line winger Jake Guentzel 
in front to keep the visitors off the scoreboard toward the end of the 
second period, the ‘IG-OR!’ cheers reverberated from the lower bowl and 
up to the pinwheel ceiling. 

“If he learned how to score as well, I think he’d really be there,” said 
Artemi Panarin, who took a slick pass from Andrew Copp and 
backhanded it home for the 2-0 lead at 9:47 of the middle frame. “But 
right now, we’ll keep him at the salary he’s got.” 

“He promised that if I started scoring, he’d share a little bit of his 
contract,” Shesterkin quipped in response. 

This was the way the Rangers wanted to leave it off with the Penguins. 

Artemi Panarin celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal during the 
Rangers' 3-0 win over the Penguins. 

Artemi Panarin celebrates with teammates after scoring a goal during the 
Rangers’ win over the Penguins. 

It was the fourth time the two teams squared off in the span of 41 days, 
and the Rangers had the last word. The Blueshirts were seemingly in 
control for 60 minutes, leaning on a fierce forecheck and clogging the 
shooting lanes in the defensive zone. 

The Penguins were without Sidney Crosby, John Marino, and Radim 
Zohorna, who were all sidelined with a non-COVID illness. They even 
had to recall forward Filip Hallander under emergency conditions for the 
second time this week to fill out the lineup. 

But the Rangers had a near picture-perfect display of the way they want 
to be operating come the end of the regular season. 

Trade-deadline acquisition Frank Vatrano opened up the scoring in the 
first period. Defensemen Braden Schneider and Trouba throwing their 
bodies around. Panarin being classic Panarin. Oh, and Shesterkin 
tracking every puck in sight. 

“People were worried about him, I wasn’t,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said of Shesterkin. “He played really well, made some real key saves at 
key times.” 
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Rangers' Braden Schneider regains aggressiveness after benching 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Braden Schneider has been scratched only twice since making his NHL 
debut in mid-January. 

The most recent scratch came Sunday against the Flyers, after the 
rookie defenseman went a minus-three in the Rangers’ shutout loss to 
the Islanders two nights earlier. When Schneider drew back into the 
lineup Tuesday against the Devils, he told himself to do something to 
impact the game. 

So Schneider didn’t hesitate when a textbook shoulder-to-chest hit on 
Devils center Jesper Boqvist lined up for him in the first period. There 
was also no hesitation in the right hooks he unloaded on Yegor 
Sharangovich after the Devils forward took issue with the hit. 

The Rangers ultimately earned a power play from the sequence and 
Ryan Strome tied the game en route to a 3-1 victory across the Hudson. 

“The game prior I didn’t play very aggressive,” Schneider said 
Wednesday after practice. “I wasn’t happy, I kind of was on my heels a 
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little bit more. So the main thing I kept telling myself is to make sure 
you’re on your toes and do something. Whether that was just making 
good breakout passes, being hard on guys in the corners. 

Braden Schneider fight with Yegor Sharangovich during the Rangers' win 
over the Devils. 

“I wasn’t looking for a big hit like that, but obviously that also helps going 
forward when I’m giving the team energy and giving me some confidence 
to keep playing my game.” 

Schneider said he’s only fought one other time in his hockey career, back 
in juniors. But he added he’s always liked to play the game hard. Fellow 
defenseman Jacob Trouba said he had heard Schneider had that kind of 
fight in him, though he hadn’t seen it until Tuesday night. 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

It was the exact kind of play the Rangers knew Schneider was capable of 
when they traded up to take him 19th overall in the 2020 NHL Draft. 

“Canadian boy,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. “He played in the 
Western Hockey League, we knew he had a little bit of that in him. 
There’s no doubt. I had him on Team Canada at the World 
Championships and he’s a kid that’s ready to go and prepares himself 
every night. You can see he’s a big, strong boy. That’s just a part of his 
game that will be there when it has to be.” 

Schneider is battling for a spot on the Rangers’ third defensive pair along 
with veterans Patrik Nemeth and Justin Braun. The more momentum-
shifting plays he makes, the more difficult it’ll be to take him out of the 
lineup. Schneider skated on the right side of Braun for a second straight 
game on Thursday against the Penguins. 

Gallant noted that Braun hasn’t played on his offside on the left that 
much throughout his 12-year NHL career, but he said the 35-year-old 
had no issue making the switch. Braun was ultimately scratched 
Thursday night in favor of Nemeth. 

“It’s going to be a lot of trial and error, for sure,” Schneider said. “I think 
everyone here has been such awesome teammates and I think it’s going 
to be whatever happens, happens. Everyone’s a great guy and handling 
it so professionally, so I think it adds that extra competitiveness and you 
want to be ready to go every night. 

“But there’s no hard feelings if Braun or Nemo play over me. I’m not mad 
at them by any means. … It’s been a lot of fun to learn and play with 
them.” 
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Postgame takeaways: Igor Shesterkin posts shutout as NY Rangers win 
season series vs. Pens 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

NEW YORK — The Rangers believed it was a matter of when — not if — 
Igor Shesterkin would bust out of his mini-slump and regain the elite form 
he displayed for most of the season. 

They had witnessed a heightened level of frustration and focus in the 
days leading up to Thursday's game, which they saw as a good sign for 
them and a bad omen for the visiting Pittsburgh Penguins. 

That inkling was on target, as Shesterkin responded with a 30-save 
shutout in a 3-0 win at Madison Square Garden. 

"He was excellent," head coach Gerard Gallant said. "People were 
worried about him. I wasn't. He played really well tonight. He made some 
key saves at key times." 

IGOR SHESTERKIN: Goalie is fueled by frustration 

PREVIOUS GAME: Braden Schneider throws down, sparks win 

The Rangers' defense did a solid job of limiting the Pens, who were 
playing without star center Sidney Crosby due to a non-COVID illness. 
But when they needed their 26-year-old goalie to make a big save, he 
had their back en route to his fourth shutout of the season. 

Perhaps his best stop of the night came on a doorstep opportunity from 
Jake Guentzel toward the end of the second period, then he helped seal 
the win with 13 third-period saves, including a glove save on Kris Letang 
during a late power play. 

"He’s had a so-called tough stretch lately – more on the team, for me, 
than it was him," Gallant said. "But tonight, he made three or four 
outstanding saves." 

The win snapped a two-game losing streak for Shesterkin, who had gone 
4-4-1 with an .886 save percentage in his previous nine starts after 
posting a 28-6-3 record with a .942 SV% in his first 37 appearances. 

He was clearly displeased with himself following his last start, Sunday's 
4-3 shootout loss to the Philadelphia Flyers, and seemed even more 
intense than usual in his preparation leading into Thursday. 

As it turned out, that disappointment was the necessary fuel for 
Shesterkin. 

"It was a very important game," he admitted. "Of course, the last few 
games didn't go as planned, and I was really trying to get my grasp on 
the game. But we'll keep moving forward from there. I’ll work with the 
coaches and we'll try to (keep progressing)." 

Revamped top six comes through again 

The Rangers (46-20-6) provided all the support Shesterkin would need 
with a pair of second-period goals. 

Frank Vatrano was responsible for the first, pouncing on a loose puck 
around the crease and finishing with a backhanded shot. It marked his 
sixth goal in 12 games since being acquired from the Florida Panthers. 

"It's just a simple game, I think, for all of us," Vatrano said, referring to his 
line with Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad. "Mika is a playmaker, and me 
and Kreids like to play north-south and use our speed. So for us, it's to 
put pressure on the defense and just play a simple game overall, and be 
good defensively also." 

The second came from Artemi Panarin, who was playing in his 500th 
career game and continued a hot streak with his 10th point in the last six 
games. He netted a backhander from the slot that was set up by an on-
the-money feed from Andrew Copp. 

Like Vatrano, Copp has fit in rather seamlessly. The assist marked his 
10th point in nine games since the Rangers sent multiple draft picks and 
rookie Morgan Barron to the Winnipeg Jets to get him. 

The pending free agent seems to have found a home on the second line 
with Panarin, which could block Kaapo Kakko from the top six whenever 
he returns from his upper-body injury. 

There's no telling exactly when that will happen — Gallant has 
maintained that he's close — but the Kreider-Zibanejad-Vatrano and 
Panarin-Ryan Strome-Copp combinations keep finding ways to produce. 

Despite the goals, though, the coach made a point of calling for better 
defensive play from his top-two lines. Combined, they were out-chanced 
by Pittsburgh, 15-8, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

"I thought we gave them a little bit too much defensively," Gallant said. 
"We weren't perfect in that second period. I thought they made some 
mistakes, but offensively they make some real good plays." 
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Playoff picture 

Dryden Hunt finished off the win with an empty-netter at the end of a 
chippy third period. 

Much of it spurred from a check by Penguins forward Anthony Angello on 
Tyler Motte, who went down to the ice hard after his head snapped back 
on the high hit. 

"Obviously, guys are unhappy about a hit like that," Gallant said. "I didn’t 
think they took care of it with the right call." 

Angello was given a two-minute penalty for interference, while Motte did 
not return and Gallant didn't have an update on his status after the game. 

"I haven’t heard nothing yet," he said. "It happened so late." 

Lots of pushing, shoving and smack-talk ensued in the final minutes, 
including a pair of roughing calls on Barclay Goodrow and Pens star 
Evgeni Malkin. 

"For the most part, I think it was hard through the whistles, and then it got 
a little chippy there towards the end," Vatrano said. "But I think in the 
three times I played against them since I've been here, it's been a playoff 
type of game." 

Both teams are well aware of the possibility they could see each other in 
the first round next month, with the Rangers now holding a distinct 
advantage. They concluded the regular-season series by going 3-1 
against Pittsburgh, with wins in each of the last three meetings. 
Thursday's moved them six points ahead of the Pens for second place in 
the Metro Division with 10 games to play, with home-ice advantage on 
the line if those positions hold. 

The Rangers nearly pulled into a tie with the Carolina Hurricanes for first 
place, but the Canes rallied for a comeback win over the Buffalo Sabres 
to maintain a two-point lead. (Carolina also has one game in hand.) 

Passing the Hurricanes might not be in the Blueshirts' best interest. 
Based on the current standings, that would mean playing two-time 
defending champion Tampa Bay in the first round. 

They would probably be better off against a Pittsburgh team they've 
shown they can handle. And while some players have admitted to 
keeping an eye on the potential matchups, they're content to keep 
winning and let the chips fall where they may. 

"When the playoffs come around, you kind of put whatever happened in 
the regular season behind you," Vatrano said. "Playoffs is a whole 
different animal. ... No matter who we play, we’ll be ready." 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Igor Shesterkin is fueled by frustration 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

The signs of Igor Shesterkin's displeasure have been plain to see in the 
past few days. 

He followed Sunday's 4-3 shootout loss to the Philadelphia Flyers with 
curt responses — "I don't want to talk about my game," he said that night 
— and has let that frustration show during practice, including a moment 
when he flipped the net over on his way off the ice Wednesday at the 
MSG Training Center in Tarrytown. 

For some, that could be viewed as cause for concern. But the New York 
Rangers believe it's that fiery disposition that drives their No. 1 goalie to 
be great. 

"Anybody in that (locker) room knows Igor doesn't like to lose," Jacob 
Trouba said. "So, just having that edge and that competitiveness, I think 
is something that sets him apart. He’s just next level." 

TAKEAWAYS: Braden Schneider throws down, sparks win 

LINEUP: Ryan Strome returns after four-game absence 

Shesterkin entered his March 10 start against the St. Louis Blues with a 
.942 save percentage, putting him on pace for one of the greatest 
goaltending seasons in NHL history. But since then, his dominance has 
faded. 

In his past nine starts, he's gone 4-4-1 with an .886 SV%, despite facing 
30 or more shots in only once. Earlier this season, Shesterkin was 
routinely facing over 30 and stopping them at a tremendously high clip — 
so much so that he not only became the clear front-runner for the Vezina 
Trophy, which is awarded to the league's top goalie, but also a viable 
candidate for the Hart Trophy. 

"He was playing unbelievable hockey," head coach Gerard Gallant said. 
"I don't think anybody can maintain that for 82 games. He's been 
outstanding. So when he has a so-called average game or a little better 
than average game – I mean, how many games has he had this year 
where we just said, ‘He won it.’ How many times have I come in here 
after the game and said, ‘Look what Igor did tonight’? You can't do that 
for 82 games. He's still real good. He’s still, to me, our best player." 

Shesterkin's historic pace was one of the primary factors that convinced 
team president Chris Drury to be aggressive at the trade deadline. 
Having the best goalie in the world will give the Rangers a legitimate 
chance in any playoff series, which influenced the decision to bolster the 
roster around him. 

Getting him as close to his pre-deadline level as possible is a priority in 
these remaining 11 regular-season games. He posted a league-leading 
.886 SV% against high-danger scoring chances in his first 37 games, 
according to Natural Stat Trick, but it's been .794 in his past nine. 

The 26-year-old is expected to start Thursday's 7 p.m. home game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, but the Rangers are weighing how hard 
to push him. 

One school of thought is that Shesterkin needs to play frequently to get 
his mojo back. But there is also concern about his unprecedented 
workload. 

His previous career high for appearances at any level was 39 back in 
2016-17. He's at 46 and counting this season, with fatigue a potential 
factor that can't be ruled out. 

The Rangers need to strike a balance between allowing him enough ice 
time to work out the kinks while making sure he's rested and refreshed 
for the playoffs, with Gallant leaving it up to longtime goalie coach Benoit 
Allaire to determine the best path forward. 

"We talk and discuss who’s going to play, but Benny takes care of the 
goaltending," he said. "I don’t bother him in the net. I don’t bother him 
after the game. That’s Benny’s job, and that’s the way I want it." 

Confidence remains high that this is just a minor hiccup for Shesterkin. 
Trouba went so far as to compare him to franchise wins leader Henrik 
Lundqvist, who never let any slump linger for too long and was as driven 
as they come. 

"Coming here my first year with Hank, I’ve never seen anything like how 
Hank carried himself and worked and all that on the ice, and Igor was 
right there next to him watching him do it," he said. "And honestly, I see a 
lot of similarities in the way they prepare, how they practice, the intensity 
they have." 

Trouba also expressed his feeling that Shesterkin's never-satisfied 
attitude has a motivating influence on teammates, serving as a reminder 
to bring their best every day. 
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"You play so many games throughout the year," he said. "It doesn't get 
stale, I would say, but it's nice to always have that fire and someone 
who's always there every time, saying, ‘Look, we're going to win this 
thing,' or, 'It's not good enough.’ And that's the message that I've seen 
consistently with him, which is a good message to have around the room 
and around an organization. 

"It's not just words for him. He puts in the work – on the ice, off the ice, 
the preparation. He does whatever he can to help team win, and when it 
doesn't happen, he's not happy. That's a great quality to have in any 
player, but especially a goalie." 

NY Rangers projected lineup: Game 72 vs. Penguins 

When: Thursday, April  7 at 7 p.m. 

Where: Madison Square Garden 

TV/Radio: ESPN+ and Hulu/98.7 FM 

Forwards 

First line → Chris Kreider (LW) • Mika Zibanejad (C) • Frank Vatrano 
(RW) 

Second line → Artemi Panarin (LW) • Ryan Strome (C) • Andrew Copp 
(RW) 

Third line → Alexis Lafrenière (LW) • Filip Chytil (C) • Barclay Goodrow 
(RW) 

Fourth line → Tyler Motte (LW) • Jonny Brodzinski (C) • Dryden Hunt 
(RW) 

Defense 

Top pair → Ryan Lindgren (L) • Adam Fox (R) 

Second pair → K'Andre Miller (L) • Jacob Trouba (R) 

Third pair → Patrik Nemeth (L) • Braden Schneider R) 

Goalies 

Starter → Igor Shesterkin 

Backup → Alexandar Georgiev 

Healthy scratches: Justin Braun (D), Julien Gauthier (F), Libor Hájek (D), 
Greg McKegg (F) and Ryan Reaves (F) 

Injured: Sammy Blais (right ACL), Kaapo Kakko (upper body) and Kevin 
Rooney (upper body) 

NOTE: This lineup is subject to change 
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Igor Shesterkin, Rangers shut out Penguins 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Igor Shesterkin looked more like himself Thursday night. Smiling. Happy. 
Relaxed. 

Winning will do that for a guy. 

Shesterkin, the Rangers’ No. 1 goaltender and their best player for most 
of this season, broke out of a stretch of mediocre results when he turned 
in a vintage performance against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday at 
Madison Square Garden. 

He made 30 saves and earned his fourth shutout of the season in a 3-0 
win that gave the Rangers a six-point lead over the Penguins in the battle 
for second place in the Metropolitan Division. 

“Obviously, the last few games didn’t go as planned, and I was really 
trying to get my grasp on the game,’’ said Shesterkin, who had gone 4-4-
1 in his previous nine starts. “But we’ll keep moving forward from here. I’ll 
work with the coaches and we’ll try to move on.’’ 

“People were worried about him; I wasn’t,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. 
“He played really well tonight. He made some real key saves at key 
times, definitely.’’ 

The Rangers reduced their magic number to clinch a playoff spot to two 
points, meaning a Rangers win or Islanders loss will secure the 
Blueshirts’ first playoff berth since 2017. 

Second-period goals by Frank Vatrano and Artemi Panarin and an 
empty-netter by Dryden Hunt provided the offense against the Penguins, 
who played without Sidney Crosby, out with a non-COVID illness. 
Shesterkin ended a personal two-game winless streak. 

“He’s been the rock back there all year,’’ Vatrano said. “Since I’ve been 
here, he’s been great. I know he’s been great all year.’’ 

The Rangers won their third straight against the Penguins. 

“We’ve played this team really well all year,’’ Gallant said. “All the games 
have been good hockey games . . . We won three times against them 
the last roughly two weeks and played good games. So that is another 
stepping-stone to keep our team going. And we want to win games. We 
want to get points and that’s the best we can do. We’ve got 10 games left 
and we’ll see what happens.’’ 

What could happen next is a battle for first place in the division. With the 
Penguins now in their rearview mirror, the Rangers (46-20-6) can turn 
their sights on the Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes. 
Carolina (46-17-8), which beat Buffalo on Thursday, holds a two-point 
lead over the Rangers and has a game in hand. 

The Rangers and Hurricanes have two games remaining against each 
other, both at the Garden. 

Shesterkin’s most memorable save came in the second period. 
Pittsburgh winger Jake Guentzel suddenly appeared all alone in the low 
slot and Evgeny Malkin found him from behind the net. Shesterkin 
aggressively charged off his goal line and snuffed Guentzel’s attempt. 

The Rangers already were up 2-0 at that point on a goal 24 seconds into 
the second period by Vatrano — a backhander off a pass from Mika 
Zibanejad — and one at 9:47 by Panarin, also a backhander, after he 
took a pass from Andrew Copp and cut across the slot. Panarin’s goal 
was his 20th of the season and came in his 500th career game. 

Hunt scored his fifth goal of the season into an empty net with 38 
seconds remaining. 
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Tyler Motte injured after taking a blind-side hit in third period 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Forward Tyler Motte left the Rangers’ 3-0 win over the Penguins on 
Thursday night midway through the third period after taking a blind-side 
hit from forward Anthony Angello that led to a few angry confrontations 
between the teams. 
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Rangers coach Gerard Gallant had no report on Motte’s status after the 
game. 

Angello, a 6-5, 210-pound right wing, hit the 5-10, 192-pound Motte with 
his shoulder and caught him high, possibly in the head. Motte went down 
and stayed down for several moments. 

Rangers defenseman K’Andre Miller attempted to get at Angello, who 
was given a minor penalty for interference. There was another scrum by 
the boards in the Rangers’ end when the final horn sounded. 

“That’s just gonna happen when stuff like [the hit on Motte] happened,’’ 
Gallant said. “There was nothing before that hit, and then obviously guys 
are unhappy about a hit like that. I didn’t think [the referees] took care of 
it with the right call.’’ 

Nemeth plays in place of Braun 

Over the remaining three weeks of the season, Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant will have to settle on which two of Patrik Nemeth, Braden 
Schneider and Justin Braun will be the third defensive pairing for the 
Blueshirts when the playoffs begin next month. 

Gallant went with Patrik Nemeth and Braden Schneider as the third 
defensive pairing against the Penguins. Justin Braun, who scored on 
Tuesday in the win over the Devils in New Jersey, sat out. 

“We’re going to try a couple different options here with our ‘D,’ ’’ Gallant 
said. “And we liked [that] Nemeth has played really well since he's come 
back too. So, it's just sort of, test and trial here, and see how things go.’’ 

Nemeth, who sat out the Devils game, is a lefthanded shot, while Braun 
and Schneider are both righthanders. So when those two play together, 
one – on Tuesday it was Braun – has to shift and play on the left side. 
Braun’s goal Tuesday came on a one-timer from the left point, off a pass 
from Schneider. 

Blue notes 

Nemeth replacing Braun was the only lineup change for the Rangers 
from Tuesday. D Libor Hajek and forwards Ryan Reaves, Greg McKegg 
and Julien Gauthier were the other scratches. 
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Rangers are positioned to move up in standings 

 

Colin Stephensond April 7, 2022 4:57 pm 

 

Things can change quickly in a playoff race. A week or so ago, the last 
time the Rangers played the Pittsburgh Penguins, the hype was all about 
the battle between the teams for second place in the Metropolitan 
Division, with the teams likely to face each other in the first round of the 
playoffs. Home-ice advantage would go to the team that finished second. 

But on Thursday, when the teams met for the final time this season at 
Madison Square Garden, the Rangers started the game with a four-point 
lead over the Penguins. A regulation win Thursday would put them six 
points ahead of Pittsburgh in the battle for second with 10 games to play. 

“It's an important game for sure,’’ Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba 
said after Wednesday’s practice. “It's a four-point game. And there's a 
decent chance we end up playing them. So, there's definitely some ‘tone-
setting.’ I wouldn't say it's just your average regular-season game.’’ 

There was even more to the game for the Rangers, though. The Rangers 
entered Thursday two points behind the division leaders, the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who played Buffalo on Thursday. So if the Blueshirts beat 
Pittsburgh, they could be tied for first in the division. 

Not that Rangers coach Gerard Gallant was interested in talking about 
that, though. 

“I just worry about [Thursday's] game,’’ Gallant said. “And I can't worry 
about Carolina being right there, and Pittsburgh just being a little bit 
behind. We just take it one game at a time. You play that game. 

“Everybody knows, everybody's going to see it. It's going to be in the 
paper — this is where the Rangers are, and this is what it'll do if we win 
[Thursday],’’ he continued. “But as coaches, you prepare your players to 
get ready for a good Pittsburgh team . . . and then the points will take 
care of themselves, and the positioning will take care of itself.’’ 

Gallant’s mantra all along has been to try to win every game and finish as 
high as possible, without worrying about potential first-round playoff 
matchups. Every team that makes the playoffs will be a good team, he 
said, so it doesn’t matter who the Rangers face. 

But is that really true, though? 

The way the first round works, the top three teams in each division make 
the playoffs, and of the remaining teams in the conference, the two with 
the best records make the playoffs as wild cards. The division winner 
with the better record plays the wild-card team with the worse record, and 
the division winner with the worse record plays the wild-card team with 
the better record. The second and third teams in each division play each 
other. 

So if the Rangers finish second in the Metro and the Penguins are third, 
they will play each other in the first round. But if the Rangers pass 
Carolina and finish first — and the Rangers and Hurricanes have two 
games left against each other — then the Rangers will likely be the 
second-best division winner and would face the wild-card team with the 
better record. 

And right now, that is the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Of course, there are plenty of games left to play and things will continue 
to change. Tampa Bay and Boston are battling for third place in the 
Atlantic, and there’s always the possibility that one of those teams, or 
both, could catch Toronto for second place in that division. 

There’s also the distinct possibility the Rangers may not catch Carolina, 
and they are destined to face the Penguins in the first round of the 
playoffs after all. 

Stay tuned. 
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Five thoughts on a spicy Rangers win in a playoff preview: Igor 
Shesterkin's bounce back, top-6 chemistry and more 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

Igor Shesterkin went from “I don’t want to talk about my game” on 
Sunday to this on Thursday: 

lol pic.twitter.com/NiPtsFPKB4 

— Rangers on MSG (@RangersMSGN) April 8, 2022 

Waving bye-bye to the Penguins after a chippy final five minutes and, if 
you’re a Rangers fan, hoping he’s waving bye-bye to his recent rough 
patch. Shesterkin was back to his usual self in a 30-save shutout. The 
Penguins were not their usual selves, missing Sidney Crosby and two 
others because of a non-COVID-19 bug that’s been going around their 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 8, 2022 

 

room, but even so, Shesterkin needed this one as much as his 
teammates needed him to be MVP Igor again. 

“The last few games didn’t go as planned,” Shesterkin said through an 
interpreter. “I was trying to get my grasp on my game.” 

He did that, and now the Rangers’ playoff picture is getting clearer. On to 
the thoughts after a second consecutive win: 

The postseason 

The magic number to clinch the Rangers’ first real playoff berth since 
2016-17 is down to two points, which means an Islanders regulation loss 
in Carolina on Friday could put the Rangers officially in before they play 
another game. That’s going to happen at some point, so let’s just say 
they’re in. 

Beating the Penguins in regulation Thursday adds some clarity as well. 
It’s now a six-point edge on Pittsburgh for home ice in the opening round, 
and the Rangers trail the Hurricanes by two points for first place in the 
division, though Carolina has a game in hand. The Rangers have a clear 
edge in tiebreakers over the Pens, so that’s essentially a seven-point 
lead with 10 games to go; barring a meltdown over these final three 
weeks, the Rangers will host Game 1 of the playoffs at the Garden. 

The unspoken question: Do the Rangers even want a division crown? 
Finishing first in the Metro likely means getting the top wild-card team, 
which will almost certainly be the fourth-place team in the Atlantic. That’s 
the Bruins, Lightning or Leafs. The Rangers are 7-1-0 against those three 
teams, so there’s no fear of facing one of them. But the Rangers have 
played some of their best hockey this season against the Penguins. 
Probably the better matchup if you get to choose, which you don’t, of 
course. 

The top-six chemistry 

Nice goals from each of the top two lines Thursday. Frank Vatrano, 
who’d gone “cold” without a goal in his previous four after scoring five in 
his first seven Rangers games, swept in a backhand off a sneaky little 
pass from Mika Zibanejad, with Chris Kreider causing some disturbance 
in Tristan Jarry’s crease. The Penguins declined to challenge — Kris 
Letang appeared to bump Kreider into Jarry’s way — and Vatrano scored 
his sixth Rangers goal, tied for 10th on the team for the whole season. 
He’s played 12 games. 

Andrew Copp threaded a beautiful pass to Artemi Panarin on a three-on-
two — it was Panarin-esque, really, the sort of play No. 10 usually makes 
— and Panarin deposited his 20th of the season for a 2-0 lead. Copp is 
now 3-7-10 in his nine Rangers games, and that was the first time he 
displayed a real awareness of how Panarin plays beyond just “get him 
the puck and get moving.” 

Kaapo Kakko is apparently skating on his own and could rejoin the 
Rangers for practice any day now. They want to get him some games 
before the playoffs, of course, but whether Kakko steps back into his top-
six role is ever more in doubt as the current top two lines put together 
some decent games. Gerard Gallant didn’t love the Copp line in the 
second (“Too many mistakes”), but it’s clear that the only line changing 
until further notice is the fourth line to rotate in a guy or two. 

The late-game spice 

Anthony Angello on Tyler Motte was the spark that turned a good but 
pepper-free game into a final five minutes with some real edge to them. 

Tyler Motte's hurting after this hit from Anthony Angello. It's called as a 
minor for interference. pic.twitter.com/kjTimvsTpW 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) April 8, 2022 

Not the dirtiest hit, but not a hit you accept if you’re the Rangers. “There’s 
nothing before that hit, and obviously guys aren’t happy with a hit like 
that,” Gallant said. “I didn’t think they took care of it with the right call.” 

Motte was down on the ice for several seconds, got himself up, then 
skated off to the dressing room. He’s been filling a nice fourth-

line/penalty-kill role, and his absence would sting a bit, especially if it’s 
long term. 

After that, there were plenty of spicy moments. Shesterkin got tripped 
behind the Rangers net during a late Penguins power play, then Evgeni 
Malkin and Barclay Goodrow exchanged some gloved blows, a trade-off 
that allowed the Rangers to keep Malkin in the penalty box for most of 
the final 3:27. 

After some wrestling at the final horn, both teams’ benches emptied and 
there was some jawing at the red line before the Penguins cleared the 
ice. And Shesterkin’s send-off, of course. 

It’s fairly certain this will be the Round 1 matchup. We mentioned last 
week about whether the Rangers need to let Malkin sleep or risk 
snapping him awake if he’s in a funk; Thursday felt like a decent time to 
engage, given there’s a month or so until the teams see each other 
again. 

Baby Trouba 

Have to go back to Tuesday’s 3-1 win over the Devils for a moment and 
acknowledge Braden Schneider’s nickname in the room, courtesy of 
Chris Kreider. Schneider got another game Thursday against a more 
formidable opponent and played well again, this time alongside Patrik 
Nemeth. Justin Braun acquitted himself well Tuesday playing the left side 
for the first time in a long while. 

Schneider may yet be a scratch as Gallant rotates that third pair through 
the final 10 games of the season, but it’s becoming more and more 
obvious that Schneider should be in the Game 1 lineup. His big hit on 
Jesper Boqvist, decisive fight over Yegor Sharangovich and overall 
steady play have been an incredible boost to the bottom pair for the 
Rangers. 

“He was Hartford’s best D-man while he was there,” one pro scout said of 
Schneider. “The only question for me was whether he could step in at 
this level and be the same kind of player. I thought it would take a while. 
It took him about two weeks.” 

The Rangers will have to figure out their cap situation in the summer and 
which forwards they can keep. On defense, it’s clear: They have a top 
five that matches up with anyone in the league and a right side that could 
easily be the deepest and best in the league. Trouba and Adam Fox will 
cost a combined $17.5 million next season, which is steep. But then 
there’s Trouba’s large adult son in Year 2 of his entry-level contract and 
you realize having those three is worth the cost. 

The goalie 

Shesterkin and Panarin did their postgame media session together, and 
Panarin said this when asked about his goalie: “If he learned how to 
score as well, I think he’d really be there. But right now, we’ll keep him at 
the salary he’s got.” 

Shesterkin replied: “He promised that if I started scoring he’d share a 
little bit of his contract.” 

The best aspect of Shesterkin’s Thursday shutout was his stops through 
traffic. That may be what bedeviled him the most during his mediocre 
stretch — he’s been perhaps the best goalie in the league this season at 
stopping unscreened shots, even ones that force him to reset once or 
twice on passes across the slot line. He made a strong first-period stop 
on a Mike Matheson point shot through a screen that set the tone for the 
night, and one might hope it also returned Shesterkin to his elevated 
status for the season. 
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Meet Cameron Lizotte, OHL champion turned fashion designer: 'He’d go 
to practice and go home and sew all night' 
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Sunaya Sapurji 

 

As a veteran defenceman in the Ontario Hockey League, Cameron 
Lizotte had been in countless pressure situations before. 

At 19, he was a trade deadline acquisition by the Erie Otters to help with 
a lengthy playoff run that culminated with an OHL championship and an 
appearance in the 2017 Memorial Cup. He had been under scrutiny at 
NHL training camps and he understood that it was all part of the game. 

He was used to the nerves, anxiety, energy and excitement he 
experienced in hockey, so he was well prepared for one of the biggest 
tests of his new career: Paris Fashion Week. 

“So much hype and anticipation for just those few brief moments,” said 
the retired hockey player turned designer. “But to compare, the way I am, 
it was either physically violent on the ice or emotionally vulnerable with 
my art. Both can be stressful, but at least I got fewer bumps and bruises 
(in Paris). 

“It was a crazy experience.” 

Lizotte, 24, was part of the Flying Solo show last month, which took place 
at La Galerie Bourbon in Paris. Flying Solo is a New York-based fashion 
retailer that also serves as an incubator for new and emerging designers. 

For Paris Fashion Week, Flying Solo featured the work of 20 designers 
from around the world — including Lizotte and his label, Atelier Coin. His 
label name is an homage to his hometown of Sudbury, Ont., known for its 
nickel mining. 

Lizotte showed eight looks from his Fall/Winter 2022-23 collection in 
Paris and is slated to show 13 looks at Vancouver Fashion Week on April 
10. Despite the fall/winter label, Lizotte considers the pieces part of his 
“lifetime collection,” because each garment is made by him exclusively, 
by hand, with a limit of one. There’s no production line, so if a piece is 
sold, that’s it — there are no more available. Even if a piece is 
commissioned from an existing garment, it would be inspired by the 
original but wouldn’t be the same. 

It’s a bit like buying an original piece of art. 

And, like art, he already has customers around the world who are buying 
his clothes not to wear but as investment pieces. 

“People look at my clothing as an investment, which is pretty crazy, and 
that they see something in me, which is also crazy, but it really motivates 
me to keep going,” said Lizotte from his home studio in Victoria, B.C. 

His story, a hockey player who started out making his own clothes, is 
well-known in junior hockey circles. But Paris Fashion Week has been a 
game-changer for Lizotte, who spent his career trying to reconcile his 
past as a rugged defenceman and his future as a talented up-and-
coming Canadian designer. Breaking down stereotypes hasn’t been 
easy. 

“I didn’t always fit in with the hockey aesthetic,” said Lizotte. 

For his creations, Lizotte usually buys fabric ends, so there isn’t much 
material to begin with for his garments. 

“Sometimes I only have enough to make one piece anyways,” he said. 
“I’ve had to say, ‘Sorry’ to a lot of people when they’ve wanted certain 
things. People will say that’s not great for business, but in a way, the 
exclusivity will be. I think there’s a reason something inside me is telling 
me not to ever damage this one of one.” 

He counts many of his former teammates as clients. Chicago 
Blackhawks centre Dylan Strome, who played with Lizotte in Erie, had 
the former defenceman create a dark blue bomber jacket for him with his 
initials and No.17 stitched on the inside. Strome said he has the piece 

with him in Chicago and still wears it, though he’s extra careful with it, 
knowing it’s one-of-a-kind. 

“He’s very talented in what he does,” said Strome. “It’s very impressive to 
do that and play hockey — making those clothes as well as he does. 

“Just the quality of it is very impressive for someone who kind of just 
started doing it in his basement.” 

Lizotte began sewing in high school in Peterborough, where he was 
playing for the OHL’s Petes. He had always been interested in art and 
needed a backup plan if hockey didn’t work out. He learned the basics of 
using the sewing machine during a course he took called “World of 
Fashion” in Grade 11. He loved it. From there he honed his sewing 
techniques by watching YouTube videos and searching the internet. 

Lizotte found he had a knack for garment construction — figuring out how 
to put the pieces together without a pattern. Even now, Lizotte makes all 
his clothes based solely on rough sketches, playing with form and 
draping, without cutting patterns first.  

He would design clothes for himself — items he couldn’t find in any 
stores — and would end up selling them to his teammates, who would 
post them on Instagram. Word spread that if you were looking for 
something outside the ordinary to wear, Cam had you covered. 

“When we were wearing them back in junior you’d get stopped all the 
time in the city with people wondering where (the clothes) were from,” 
said Blackhawks forward Alex DeBrincat, another former teammate who 
owns Atelier Coin creations.  

Eventually, when he was traded from Peterborough to the Barrie Colts, 
Lizotte enrolled in a workshop run by Kathyrn Brenne in North Bay, Ont. 
Brenne, a best-selling Vogue pattern designer and former contributing 
editor at Vogue Patterns magazine, served as a mentor and showed him 
how to finesse some of his self-taught skills — how to put in a zipper 
properly or design a certain style of pant. She said she was immediately 
impressed by his work ethic and dedication to the craft. 

“I’ve had a few men come to me, but never a hockey player,” said 
Brenne, in an interview from Paris. “When I first met Cam he was still 
playing hockey and I think he still had to decide (what he was going to 
do). Whenever he had a break he would come to me (in North Bay) when 
he would go home to his parents in Sudbury. 

“When he was playing hockey he’d go to practice and go home and sew 
all night. The kids were practically ripping the clothes off his back they 
wanted them so much.” 

While playing in Barrie, Lizotte had a pop-up shop inside the arena 
during games where he’d sell his designs. He’d pay someone to sit in the 
booth while he was busy patrolling the blue line for the Colts. 

“I don’t think there’s ever been anyone in history who has sold their own 
clothes while they played hockey — and clothing that they made with 
their own hands,” said Lizotte, with a laugh. “It wasn’t something they put 
a print on and was made in China.” 

By the time he was traded to Erie, Pa., for their playoff run, Lizotte had 
gained a following and a reputation for his clothes. Strome remembers 
Lizotte coming to town and his billet house becoming a make-shift studio. 

“He brought his sewing machine and like 200 pieces of fabric and he was 
holding them up saying, ‘This one is going to be a T-shirt when I’m done, 
this one is a jacket, this is jeans,'” said Strome.  

But being known as the player who liked to sew and make clothes also 
made him a target in the insular, conformist hockey world — something 
he’s always had to fight to stay true to his art. 

“Anytime anyone does something out of the box, it’s easy material for 
another kid to use,” said Strome. “He’s made it farther than probably a lot 
of the guys who were chirping him.” 
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There were times when it proved difficult for Lizotte to reconcile his life in 
hockey with his craft, because there were always people who held a 
narrow view of his potential. 

“At my graduation, people laughed at me because they thought it was a 
joke — ‘Who is this hockey guy, who’s making a joke that he’s going to 
be a fashion designer? That’s not even a job.’ They couldn’t even fathom 
it,” said Lizotte. “But it’s slowly convincing people that I’m more than just 
a hockey player. For a long time, I hated that stereotype of being a 
hockey player.” 

He’d hear opponents chirping, but along with the sewing, Lizotte had 
another reputation, too, and he wasn’t afraid to back it up. 

“Most of the league was scared of him,” said DeBrincat. “He was 
definitely one of our tough guys.” 

After going to the Memorial Cup in his fourth OHL season, a shoulder 
injury derailed any future hockey aspirations but, in reality, Lizotte said 
there came a point where playing felt more like an obligation, rather than 
something he was “obsessed” with doing. There was also the feeling that 
the hockey culture was always trying to push conformity and anyone who 
coloured outside the lines needed to assimilate. 

Lizotte remembers being invited to Toronto Maple Leafs training camp in 
2015. He had a full beard and was told he would need to show up to 
camp cleanly shaven if he wanted to attend. He refused. He felt that his 
beard, which he called “one of the best beards in hockey” at the time, 
was part of his identity and he wasn’t comfortable giving that up — for 
anyone. He went to camp with his beard and no one with the Leafs said a 
word to him about it. 

“Everyone looked at me like I was crazy,” said Lizotte of his fellow 
prospects. “I didn’t care. This is who I am. You can’t change who I am. If 
you want me or not — this is who I am. If my beard bothers you that 
much, I don’t know what to tell you. … There are so many rules in hockey 
and people are so bound. I didn’t mean any disrespect to anyone. I 
thought there was more disrespect in not letting people be themselves. 
All the other kids were like, ‘Nope, gotta do what they say. I’m just a 
number.'” 

There was also the aesthetic, which he said he didn’t always fit. In 
hockey — and particularly in junior — the off-ice uniform seemed to 
either be a suit and tie or the comfortable team tracksuit, which was 
essential for long bus rides. 

“Those were really the two outfits,” said Lizotte. “That was the lifestyle 
they live and it was the lifestyle I lived for a bit riding the buses. I’d 
always try to wear nice clothes, but they’d always get wrinkled on the bus 
sitting everywhere travelling. I don’t blame them. But comparable to 
basketball, they have so much freedom with how they dress and the way 
they can speak with their clothing.” 

Still, Lizotte said his hockey background has served him well in his new 
career as a fashion designer — especially the work ethic and dedication 
to always be learning and improving. 

He also believes there could be a sports-centric fashion show inspired by 
his hockey career in the future. 

“I definitely get inspired by function in design and sports has a lot of 
function with that and I’ve actually been thinking in the future maybe I’ll 
do a fashion show inspired by my hockey career,” said Lizotte. 

“If someone was scared to put the puck in my corner, I want to put that 
same energy into my clothing — that same grit and tenacity.” 

That tenacity was even more important during the past two years. A lot of 
Lizotte’s clothes are what he considers “event wear” — well-made, 
functional clothes you’d wear out for a birthday or a special night out. So, 
like many others in the fashion industry, the pandemic hit him hard. He 
was able to make masks to sell and put his talents to use by teaching a 
sewing class online part-time. Through the class, he was not only able to 
share his knowledge, but also have some social interaction. He said he 

was surprised at how few people realized the amount of time it takes to 
sew even the most basic pair of pants, let alone do it well.  

Like his time in Paris, it’s inspired him to keep on his path of sewing and 
creating. He’s had people tell him he needs to start making more of the 
same products if he wants to be successful in the business — even if it’s 
in a smaller quantity. But Lizotte, who has always done things his own 
way, isn’t interested in becoming a household name just yet.  

“My brand, my company — it’s not about making the most money,” said 
Lizotte. “It’s not about trying to be the biggest. It’s about doing things 
right. 

“I love the sewing and creating. I feel like if I ever lost that, I would be 
losing everything. If I did mass production I wouldn’t have that — the 
whole point is to do the craft and if that means I can only make this much 
money because I can only make this much clothing, then so be it. I’ll be 
happy just to make clothing for a living — I just want to be comfortable 
and do what I love.” 

Sunaya Sapurji is a Senior Editor for The Athletic in Canada. Previously, 
she has worked as a junior hockey reporter and editor for the Toronto 
Star and Yahoo Sports. Follow Sunaya on Twitter @sunayas. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Will the Hurricanes win the Metro? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

For months, the top two spots in the Eastern Conference have seemed 
like foregone conclusions: the Florida Panthers have been the cream of 
the Atlantic Division crop, while the Carolina Hurricanes have maintained 
position atop the Metro. At the vaunted "22 days remaining" mark of the 
regular season, the Panthers appear well on their way to cinching things 
up. The Canes? Not so much. 

Carolina has gone 4-3-3 over its past 10 games, including a regulation 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday; granted, the Sabres have been a 
feisty bunch of late, but the Canes were a -290 favorite heading into the 
contest, per Caesars Sportsbook. That followed a stretch of 16 games in 
which the club went 5-5-3 in its 13 games against likely playoff teams. 

So tonight's a big night for Sebastian Aho & Co. to get back on track, in a 
rematch against the Sabres (7:30 p.m. ET on ESPN+ and Hulu). The 
good news is that their remaining schedule is on the lighter side, with 
only three out of 12 games against likely playoff teams; the bad news is 
that two of those three are against the New York Rangers, who are two 
points behind them in the standings and on a heater, going 9-3-1 in their 
past 13. The division title appears to be Carolina's for the winning; the 
Canes will just have to start doing more of that in the coming days. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 
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Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Boston Bruins 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Tonight's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available on ESPN+ 

Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 

Nashville Predators at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

Montreal Canadiens at New Jersey Devils, 7 p.m. 

Buffalo Sabres at Carolina Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Chicago Blackhawks, 8:30 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Dallas Stars, 8:30 p.m. 

Vancouver Canucks at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Washington Capitals 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 3 

Detroit Red Wings 3, Winnipeg Jets 1 

St. Louis Blues 4, Seattle Kraken 1 

Vancouver Canucks 5, Vegas Golden Knights 1 

Calgary Flames 4, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ TB (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. BOS (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 
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Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. BUF (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ NYR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ CAR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 13 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 8 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ CBJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ WPG (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 
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Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. MIN (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ OTT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. TOR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. COL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 15 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. SEA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. VAN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. EDM (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 81% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ARI (Saturday) 
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Playoff chances: 41% 

Tragic number: 19 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ ARI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 15 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: vs. CGY (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 10 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ CHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 13 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 19 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 17 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 27 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 
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Regulation wins: 31 

ESPN LOADED: 04.08.2022 

1240974 Websites 

 

ESPN / Top NHL prospects to watch in the Frozen Four 

 

Steve Richards 

 

The 2022 Frozen Four in Boston is loaded with high-end talent as more 
than 40 members of the four teams competing for the men's college 
hockey national championship -- Michigan, Minnesota, Denver and 
Minnesota State -- have been drafted by NHL teams. 

Much of that buzz has centered on the Wolverines, who feature four of 
the top five picks from the 2021 draft, but Minnesota has the most 
draftees on its roster with 14, followed by Michigan with 13 and Denver 
with 12. 

Minnesota State has just two players who have been drafted, but the 
Mavericks are led by one of the most intriguing free agents in senior 
goalie Dryden McKay. The NCAA's all-time leader with 34 shutouts, 
McKay has a career record of 112-19-4, with a 1.45 goals-against 
average and .933 save percentage, and is a top-three Hobey Baker 
finalist for the second time. 

Another undrafted free agent who is expected to attract a lot of attention 
after this weekend is Big Ten Player of the Year Ben Meyers, who has 
led the Minnesota attack with 17 goals and 41 points. His profile rose 
with a strong performance for Team USA at the Olympics in Beijing. 

Here are the NHL draftees to watch during the games at Boston (players 
listed with the round, overall pick and year they were drafted and their 
statistics from this season): 

Michigan 

D Owen Power, Sabres 

First round, No. 1, 2021 

3-29--32; +27; 32 GP 

The No. 1 pick in last year's draft, Power has been a dominant two-way 
player on the Michigan blue line in addition to being a key contributor for 
Canada at the Beijing Olympics. Listed at 6-foot-5 and 214 pounds, he 
certainly won't be out of place in the NHL. 

C Matty Beniers, Kraken 

First round, No. 2, 2021 

20-23--43; +30; 36 GP 

The first-ever draft choice of the expansion Kraken, Beniers is expected 
to join Seattle after the Frozen Four. He leads the Wolverines in points, 
and our Greg Wyshynski said Beniers consistently was one of Team 
USA's best forwards on both ends of the ice in Beijing. 

D Luke Hughes, Devils 

First round, No. 4, 2021 

17-22--39; +28; 40 GP 

With NHL-level skating and puck handling, Hughes established himself 
as perhaps the top offensive defenseman in the country. He won't be 19 
until September, so he could take another year in school to get bigger 
and stronger. 

C Kent Johnson, Blue Jackets 

First round, No. 5, 2021 

8-29--37; +26; 31 GP 

Johnson is another Wolverine who could be in the NHL at this time next 
week. He was third nationally in assists per game and was one of Team 
Canada's top players in the Olympics, with five points in five games 
despite averaging just less than 14 minutes of ice time. 

C Brendan Brisson, Golden Knights 

First round, No. 29, 2020 

21-21--42; +19; 37 GP 

Michigan's leader with 21 goals, Brisson is a legit NHL prospect who 
scored twice in Beijing, including the game winner for Team USA against 
Canada, and was consistently impressive with the puck, according to 
Wyshynski. 

C Thomas Bordeleau, Sharks 

Second round, No. 38, 2020 

11-25--36; +18; 36 GP 

Another Olympian for Team USA, Bordeleau has had two solid years at 
Michigan, following a 30-point campaign (in 24 games) in 2020-21 with 
36 points (and counting?) this season. 

Also drafted: 

G Erik Portillo, Sabres 

Third round, No. 67, 2019 

31-9-1; 2.13 GAA; .926 save pct. 

D Ethan Edwards, Devils 

Fourth round, No. 120, 2020 

3-8--11; +2; 35 GP 

D Jacob Truscott, Canucks 

Fifth round, No. 144, 2020 

2-15--17; +29; 39 GP 

C/LW Johnny Beecher, Bruins 

First round, No. 30, 2019 

6-9--15; +3; 33 GP 

C Dylan Duke, Lightning 

Fourth round, No. 126, 2021 

10-9--19; +7; 40 GP 

RW/C Mackie Samoskevich, Panthers 

First round, No. 24, 2021 

10-19--29; +10; 39 GP 

RW Eric Ciccolini, Rangers 

Seventh round, No. 205, 2019 

Limited to four games due to injury 

Minnesota 

D Brock Faber, Kings 

Second round, No. 45, 2020 

2-12--14; +11; 31 GP 
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The smooth-skating, cerebral defenseman led Team USA with 24:45 of 
ice time per game in the Olympics. While his offensive numbers don't 
jump off the page, he's a rock on defense and seemingly would be right 
at home as an NHL blueliner. 

C/LW Matthew Knies, Maple Leafs 

Second round, No. 57, 2021 

14-18--32; +16; 32 GP 

Knies, who had a SportsCenter-worthy goal late in the third period of 
Minnesota's overtime win over UMass in the regionals, has the size (6-3, 
210) and strength to play in the NHL. "I'm ready to jump," he said 
recently, according to TSN. Nick Abruzzese, who played with Knies for 
Team USA in Beijing, told TSN that Knies is "really skilled and kind of a 
moose on the ice." 

D Ryan Johnson, Sabres 

First round, No. 31, 2019 

3-16--19; +6; 38 GP 

Paired with Faber on the blue line, Johnson has been a key cog to the 
Gophers' rock-solid defense. He's also adept at getting pucks out of the 
zone with strong skating and smart passes. 

D Jackson LaCombe, Ducks 

Second round, No. 39, 2019 

3-27--30; +25; 38 GP 

LaCombe continues to improve his offensive game, leading the Gophers 
in assists as well as plus/minus. He also makes a big impact on defense; 
his 63 blocked shots are by far the most of any player in the Frozen Four. 

Also drafted: 

D Ben Brinkman, Stars 

Sixth round, No. 173, 2019 

1-7--8; +7; 36 GP 

D Mike Koster, Maple Leafs 

Fifth round, No. 146, 2019 

3-11--14; +18; 35 GP 

RW Bryce Brodzinski, Flyers 

Seventh round, No. 196, 2019 

12-13--25; +7; 38 GP 

F Tristan Broz, Penguins 

Second round, No. 58, 2021 

6-5--11; +6; 35 GP 

F Aaron Huglen, Sabres 

Fourth round, No. 102, 2019 

7-9--16; +16; 36 GP 

LW/C Blake McLaughlin, Ducks 

Third round, No. 79, 2018 

13-20--33; +9; 38 GP 

RW/D Jack Perbix, Ducks 

Fourth round, No. 116, 2018 

5-7--12; +3; 37 GP 

LW Rhett Pitlick, Canadiens 

Fifth round, No. 131, 2019 

5-13--18; +20; 29 GP 

C Sammy Walker, Lightning 

Seventh round, No. 200, 2017 

14-13--27; +14; 38 GP 

C Chaz Lucius, Jets 

First round, No. 18, 2021 

9-10--19; +5; 24 GP (out since Feb. 12 with injury) 

Denver 

RW Bobby Brink, Flyers 

Second round, No. 34, 2019 

14-42--56; +25; 39 GP 

Brink was a top-three Hobey Baker finalist and led the NCAA in scoring, 
making a big jump from his first two seasons at Denver (35 points 
combined). 

LW Carter Savoie, Oilers 

Fourth round, No. 100, 2020 

22-22--44; +19; 37 GP 

Savoie, who turned 20 on March 28, was the youngest player in college 
hockey to score 20 goals. He stepped up his two-way game this season, 
going from a 0 plus/minus as a freshman to +19 this season. 

LW Carter Mazur, Red Wings 

Third round, No. 70, 2021 

14-22--36; +20; 39 GP 

Mazur is a speedy, agile skater who had a great freshman season, giving 
the high-octane Pioneers some scoring depth behind their top line (Brink, 
Cole Guttman and Savoie). 

Also drafted: 

G Magnus Chrona, Sharks 

Fifth round, No. 152, 2018 

26-8-1; 2.16 GAA; .909 save pct. 

D Sean Behrens, Avalanche 

Second round, No. 61, 2021 

3-26--29; +8; 35 GP 

D Mike Benning, Panthers 

Fourth round, No. 95, 2020 

14-20--34; +28; 39 GP 

D Shai Buium, Red Wings 

Second round, No. 36, 2021 

3-14--17; +14; 37 GP 

D Antti Tuomisto, Red Wings 

Second round, No. 35, 2019 

1-8--9; +19; 33 GP 

C Cole Guttman, Lightning 
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Sixth round, No. 180, 2017 

19-26--45; +19; 39 GP 

C Massimo Rizzo, Hurricanes 

Seventh round, No. 216, 2019 

11-23--34; +13; 37 GP 

C Brett Stapley, Canadiens 

Seventh round, No. 190, 2018 

16-25--41; +19; 39 GP 

LW McKade Webster, Lightning 

Seventh round, No. 213, 2019 

6-8--14; +11; 37 GP 

Minnesota State 

C Nathan Smith, Coyotes 

Third round, No. 91, 2018 

19-31--50; +27; 36 GP 

In his third season at Minnesota State, Smith leads the Mavericks in 
scoring, doubling his output from last season, and is second nationally in 
points per game. He scored the lone goal in a 1-0 win over Notre Dame 
in the regionals and also had the winning goal for Team USA in its win 
over Germany at the Beijing Olympics. 

Also drafted: 

D Benton Maass, Capitals 

Sixth round, No. 182, 2017 

2-11--13; +23; 40 GP 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup Final hype tiers: Matchups we want to see 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

Leonardo DiCaprio's character in "The Quick and the Dead" once 
pondered if it was "possible to improve on perfection" after outdrawing a 
fellow duelist in the town square. I think about that quote often. Not just 
because it deserves placement in the pantheon over "are you not 
entertained?!" as an all-time cinematic swagger line, but because it's 
applicable to my struggle with the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The NHL postseason is perfect. Four brutal rounds whose victor wins a 
battle of attrition, having earned the right to have their names forever 
etched onto sports' holiest of grails. We can quibble about the details -- 
they could call a few more penalties, especially in those marathon 
overtimes -- but, functionally, the Stanley Cup playoffs are the greatest 
tournament in professional team sports. 

But to answer Leo's query: Yes, it's possible to improve on perfection. 

I've banged the drum for years on playoff expansion -- it's nonsensical to 
have half the league miss the postseason. But even if there isn't an 
appetite for the kinds of play-in games from which the NBA and MLB are 
currently minting money, there are other ways to innovate the playoffs. 

Like scrapping the conference format, for example. Granted, seeding 
teams 1-through-16 might be too radical for the NHL, and it doesn't feed 
into the league's stated desire to have as many rivalry matchups in the 
postseason as possible. I get that. But reseeding the final four teams, as 
the league did last season during its COVID-impacted realignment, 
makes too much sense. The teams were seeded by their standings 
points percentages, which gave the regular season extra credence. The 
reshuffling of the final four also allows for traditional and geographic 
rivals to play for the Stanley Cup -- imagine those Detroit Red Wings vs. 
Colorado Avalanche blood-feud series with the Cup on the line, rather 
than the chance to play for it? 

Alas, the NHL chose not to move ahead with "conference finals" 
reseeding. It's East vs. West this postseason, once again. 

Fret not, playoff progressives. Maybe our day will come. For now, we'll 
just have to settle for watching this chaotic and hypnotic tournament 
captivate us for the next two months. 

Here are 50 potential 2022 Stanley Cup Final matchups, organized into 
our hype tiers. With the Western Conference playoff seeds yet to be 
settled, we included any team that has a better than 50% chance of 
making the cut. Please note that these matchups assume teams are at 
the height of their powers, and do not take into account recent results. 

Let's start with the DiCaprio of playoff tiers... 

The five best matchups 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Colorado Avalanche 

The Lightning would attempt to become the first team to three-peat as 
Stanley Cup champion since the New York Islanders in 1984. The 
regular-season champion Avalanche, finally having broken through to the 
championship rounds, would sit four victories away from completing 
Nathan MacKinnon's Ahab-like quest for the Cup. 

There are teams in the mix with higher casual fan Q-ratings, but few that 
have the talent and execution of these hockey titans. From stakes to 
gameplay, the best matchup on the table. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Edmonton Oilers 

The Leafs seek to end the longest Stanley Cup drought in the NHL (53 
seasons) only to find Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl carrying the 
hopes and dreams of 31 other fan bases that want Toronto's misery 
extended in perpetuity. The co-main event: McDavid vs. Auston 
Matthews, two players entangled in a raging "best player in the world" 
debate, both seeking to raise the Cup for the first time -- the Zoomer 
version of Gretzky vs. Lemieux. 

Oh, and the winner becomes the first Canadian team to capture the 
Stanley Cup since 1993. That, too. 

3. Boston Bruins vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Vegas has gone from the beloved Golden Misfits of their inaugural 
season run to the Stanley Cup Final to a team that many relish rooting 
against due to their hubristic approach to team building and cap 
management. That makes the dynamic in this matchup perfect: The only 
other time hockey fandom rallied behind the Bruins was in 2011 when, to 
put it in professional wrestling parlance, the Vancouver Canucks were 
such a heel that they turned a sports team from Boston into the fan 
favorites. 

This matchup is fueled by two major storylines. The Bruins trying to win 
another Cup as their championship window narrows to the point of 
shuttering; and Jack Eichel, the last high-priced piece of Vegas's 
championship puzzle, trying to prove doubters wrong in his first 
postseason ever. He grew up a Boston Bruins superfan. This will be 
worth it for the childhood photos alone. 

4. Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Minnesota Wild 

The Marc-Andre Fleury Show. 
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I think the emotional investment in The Flower extends beyond the emo 
feelings of Penguins fans, who would watch one of the most beloved 
players in their franchise's history attempt to prevent his BFF Sidney 
Crosby from winning a fourth Stanley Cup. I think NHL fans, in general, 
wish Fleury well after the Vegas debacle and his brief stay in hockey 
purgatory, a.k.a. "Chicago." Throw in the Wild, an entertaining team in its 
own right, attempting to win the first Stanley Cup in franchise history and 
you've got yourself a terrific matchup. And let's skip the "Did you know 
Crosby attended Shattuck-St. Mary's?!" vignettes. 

5. Florida Panthers vs. Calgary Flames 

Real ones know. On the surface, this is a matchup between an offensive 
juggernaut in the Panthers, a team whose 4.12 goals-per-game average 
would be the highest since the Penguins' 4.41 GPG in 1995-96; and the 
West's best defensive team in the Flames, with a 2.50 goals-against per 
game average backstopped by Vezina Trophy candidate Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But this isn't a total styles clash. It's also the best offensive analytics 
team from the East vs. the best offensive analytics team from the West. 
Goals, physicality and personality make this an outstanding series -- 
along with Joe Thornton, Claude Giroux and the entire Panthers 
franchise seeking their first Stanley Cup championships. 

The personal heat tier 

Boston Bruins vs. Edmonton Oilers 

It's been a while, but the thought of Taylor Hall raising the Stanley Cup 
on Edmonton ice is almost as enticing as theorizing what Brad 
Marchand's antagonism of choice would be against McDavid and 
Draisaitl. 

Florida Panthers vs. Colorado Avalanche 

In my head canon, Claude Giroux picked the Panthers over the 
Avalanche at the trade deadline. This is also a Final between two of the 
most overwhelming offensive teams in recent memory. 

New York Rangers vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Coach Gerard Gallant prevents Vegas management and ownership from 
capturing the Stanley Cup while delivering one to the Rangers. 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Colorado Avalanche 

Not since Obi-Wan faced Anakin on Mustafar has there been a master 
vs. apprentice showdown like Sidney Crosby vs. Nathan MacKinnon for 
the Stanley Cup. Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia, would never be the same. 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators 

Maybe there's some lingering animosity from the Stadium Series game in 
Nashville over who had the better pregame drip. Or maybe we just want 
to see the two most penalized teams (on average) in the NHL bring their 
particular brand of whimsy to the Stanley Cup Final as the Preds chase 
their first Stanley Cup and the Lightning seek their three-peat. 

Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

There isn't any pre-established rivalry between these two teams on the 
ice. But could you imagine the heat between the fan bases? Leafs 
faithful, praying that their 55-year nightmare will be over, having to hear 
about how Golden Knights fans consider themselves as "long-suffering?" 

Washington Capitals vs. Minnesota Wild 

Beyond the Alex Ovechkin vs. Kirill Kaprizov torch-passing narrative, 
watching Marc-Andre Fleury in another playoff series against the Capitals 
and Dean Evason coach against his former team would offer solid 
subplots. 

The dynastic tier 

Boston Bruins vs. Los Angeles Kings 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Los Angeles Kings 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. St. Louis Blues 

Washington Capitals vs. St. Louis Blues 

All of these teams won Stanley Cups since 2009, with the Penguins 
capturing three of them and the Kings and Lightning winning twice. There 
are other possible combinations here that don't really do it for me, but I'm 
here for that Penguins vs. Kings final. The core of that Los Angeles team 
seeks to match the Crosby Penguins' Cup total save for Jeff Carter, who 
returns to L.A. wearing enemy colors. 

The rerun tier 

Boston Bruins vs. St. Louis Blues (2019) 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Edmonton Oilers (2006) 

New York Rangers vs. Los Angeles Kings (2014) 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Nashville Predators (2017) 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Dallas Stars (2020) 

Washington Capitals vs. Vegas Golden Knights (2018) 

Aren't you just salivating over a rematch of the 2006 Stanley Cup Final, 
which featured Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour in his playing days, and 
Jordan Staal's older brother? 

Reruns are usually never preferable to fresh content ... but who among 
us hasn't flipped through the channels and gotten sucked into a classic 
episode of "The Office" despite being able to quote the lines from 
memory? To that end: Bruins vs. Blues is "The Dinner Party" and 
Capitals vs. Golden Knights is "Scott's Tots." 

The Cup drought tier 

Florida Panthers vs. Minnesota Wild 

Florida Panthers vs. Nashville Predators 

New York Rangers vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Calgary Flames 

Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Colorado Avalanche 

Since we can't in good faith label a 2017 expansion team's Cup-less 
existence as a "drought," there are three teams in the field that have 
been waiting decades for their first sip from Stanley. The Panthers could 
meet the Wild and Predators for a first-timers' club Cup Final. The 
Rangers haven't won since snapping their 54-year drought in 1994. It's 
been a while for the Oilers (1988) and Flames (1989) as well. 

The Leafs are basically hockey's answer to the Chicago Cubs at this 
point, so any Final they make will be centered around having not won 
since "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" was released. The 
Flames would relish the chance to extend the Leafs' drought and earn 
incalculable Canadian bragging rights. That Toronto vs. Colorado series 
lingered just outside of our Top 5 from earlier -- it would be an absolute 
show. Come to think of it, this matchup could have also fit nicely into the 
personal heat tier, as T.J. Brodie and Mark Giordano return to face the 
Flames. 

McDavid vs. the world tier 

Florida Panthers vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Washington Capitals vs. Edmonton Oilers 

That fact that Connor McDavid has played in eight postseason games 
since 2017 -- including four in the "qualification round" bubble playoffs in 
2020 -- has been deleterious to the league's marketing efforts. It's like 
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watching a master thespian crush it in community theater productions. 
He needs this stage, and we need him on this stage. Especially if it's 
across the stage from Ovechkin or Crosby, or in an offensive track meet 
with the Panthers. 

The casual fan tier 

Boston Bruins vs. Colorado Avalanche 

New York Rangers vs. Colorado Avalanche 

New York Rangers vs. St. Louis Blues 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. St. Louis Blues 

Pittsburgh Penguins vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Washington Capitals vs. Colorado Avalanche 

The fried food and sugary drinks collection of series. Familiar teams. 
Familiar names. Markets that move the needle for casual fans who 
otherwise couldn't find Alberta on a map. 

The hockey nerd tier 

Boston Bruins vs. Calgary Flames 

Boston Bruins vs. Minnesota Wild 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Calgary Flames 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Colorado Avalanche 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. St. Louis Blues 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vegas Golden Knights 

Florida Panthers vs. Dallas Stars 

Florida Panthers vs. St. Louis Blues 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Calgary Flames 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Minnesota Wild 

Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Minnesota Wild 

Finally, the matchups for the die-hards, a.k.a. the Carolina Hurricanes 
tier. No disrespect intended to our friends in Raleigh, who have an 
engaging and charismatic team that may end up with the best record in 
the Eastern Conference. But they're not the same "Bunch of Jerks" that 
captivated us under Justin Williams' tutelage, even as rapscallion as their 
social media can be at times. The casuals aren't necessarily making time 
for a Carolina Cup Final -- which would of course be their loss, as 
Sebastian Aho remains perilously underappreciated. 

In my best possible world of no conference limitations, I think any 
combination of Boston, Tampa Bay, Calgary and Minnesota would make 
for an absolutely outstanding Cup Finals. Especially if it's Boston vs. 
Tampa Bay or Calgary vs. Minnesota. 

But not this postseason. Not until the NHL decides it can improve on 
perfection. 

Jersey Fouls of the week 

Two Calgary Flames-related Fouls this week. First up is this classic from 
Jen, a.k.a. NHL History Girl: 

      what-fresh-hell-can-this-be: Calgary boys in Oilers jerseys. 
https://t.co/rQCoD3TMHH 

    — Jen (@NHLhistorygirl) April 5, 2022 

That's Bret "The Hitman" Hart with The British Bulldog (RIP) and the 
Slammy Award-winning Owen Hart (also RIP). Back in the "Attitude Era," 

the Hart Foundation was a pro-Canada, anti-America faction that would 
play to the rabid fans on Canadian soil by rocking local hockey sweaters 
in the ring. In July 1997, for example, Bret cut a promo wearing an 
Edmonton Oilers jersey in Edmonton. 

This is obviously confusing because Bret has been synonymous with that 
other Albertan team for quite a while. In fact, he was the founding owner 
of the WHL's Calgary Hitmen, which is now owned by the Calgary 
Flames. 

This appears to be a new category of Jersey Fouls: The Kayfabe 
Exception, in which it's not a Foul if a professional entertainer is trying to 
emotionally manipulate the audience through their jersey choice. 
Besides, we have to allow it, lest we face the wrath of the "Excellence of 
Execution." 

Meanwhile, more recently in Calgary: 

    So I'm no hockey historian, but I don't think Gretzky played for the 
Calgary Flames...@TheStanchion pic.twitter.com/eLfr6WSTgP 

    — Lorne Gardner (@ThatGuy72) March 20, 2022 

This needs to be clarified once every few months: The NHL retired 
Wayne Gretzky's No. 99 league-wide in 2000. No one else can wear it 
again. Therefore, The Great One's name and number can appear on any 
jersey in the NHL and not be in violation of Jersey Foul rules. It's the 
Gretzky Amendment and it impacts everyone -- even the team that hated 
Gretzky the most. 

Video of the week 

    Jay Beagle speaks on Friday night's altercation. 
pic.twitter.com/LvqbfA95kE 

    — Bally Sports Arizona (@BALLYSPORTSAZ) April 3, 2022 

There were four videos that came out of Arizona Coyotes forward Jay 
Beagle's attack on Troy Terry of the Anaheim Ducks on April 1. 

There was video of the incident itself: With the Ducks up 5-0, Trevor 
Zegras jabbed at what he thought was a loose puck, took a cross-check 
from Beagle in response, and then Terry was pummeled by Beagle after 
stepping into the fracas. Terry suffered facial injuries as a result of the 
one-sided "fight." 

There was the video of Zegras calling out Beagle after the game, though 
not by name: "I think it's embarrassing. I think it's a bad look for the 
league and for the player that did it. It's humiliating, and I think he should 
be f---ing punished." 

Then there was the video of Coyotes announcer Tyson Nash, who last 
played in the NHL during the 2005-06 season, who blamed the Ducks 
young star players for Terry's injuries. "That's the problem with these 
young players. You wanna embarrass guys? You wanna skill it up? You 
better be prepared to get punched in the mouth." 

Nash would clarify his comments in an audio interview with PHNX, taking 
a land excavator and digging an even deeper hole for himself while 
claiming that "smirking," "celebrating" and "smiling at the other team's 
bench" from the Ducks helped lead to Beagle popping off. 

Then there was the video above, which was likely the least-viewed one. 
It's Beagle himself, explaining his actions. To his credit, he shot down 
"the Ducks should smile less" as the catalyst for his attack. But if you 
watch it, there's one recurring theme: "It was a 5-0 game." The context 
for the goalie poke was as much a factor as the poke itself. Beagle felt 
the game was over, that the time for an aggressive play had long passed. 

I think NHL culture continues to struggle with fighting's place in the game, 
as it becomes rarer and more archaic with each passing season and 
each new wave of players. I don't think Beagle's response here was in 
balance with the act itself. It was petty and repellant, the result of 
professional embarrassment than anything else. And Troy Terry's face 
shouldn't be used as stress relief. 
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But one of the inherent parts of this inherently violent game is when 
players physically respond to incidents involving teammates. The New 
Jersey Devils had two such responses this week, as P.K. Subban and 
Yegor Sharangovich started fights in response to hard but legal hits -- in 
Subban's case, one that injured star Jack Hughes for the rest of the 
season. 

"I think what P.K. did was the right thing to do. It's what this league is 
about. It's about teammates sticking up for teammates," said Devils 
coach Lindy Ruff. "Sometimes you don't even fight in those 
circumstances. It's just being there for your teammate. If you want to 
build a team that grows together, scores together and fights together and 
looks after each other, some of that happens." 

One day, maybe the NHL will figure out when it should happen, and how 
emphatically. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Jonathan Huberdeau 

The Florida Panthers have had some pretty good offensive players in 
their history, like Pavel Bure, Aleksander Barkov and Olli Jokinen. So it 
was a little surprising that Huberdeau became the franchise's first 100-
point scorer in a single season when he passed the century mark this 
week. Surprising, but wholly appropriate: There's a chance Huberdeau 
ends up having one of the 10 best offensive seasons by a left wing in 
NHL history. Hopefully, a Hart Trophy nomination follows. (NHL Awards 
Watch drops here on Friday, and it's a must-read.) 

Loser: Cardiovascular health of Panthers fans 

Heading into Tuesday night, there were only two teams in NHL history to 
have multiple four-goal comeback wins in a single season: The 1983-84 
Oilers and 2019-20 Panthers each had two of them. The 2021-22 
Panthers joined them with their win over the Toronto Maple Leafs. They 
have a .417 winning percentage when trailing after two periods, which 
would be the second-highest in the last 30 years. Deep breaths, Florida 
fans. 

Winner: AHL 

Kudos to the American Hockey League for dropping an eight-game 
suspension on Rochester Americans forward Ben Holmstrom for what 
the league said was the use of "homophobic language" in a game 
against Utica on March 30. We often talk about using supplemental 
discipline as a way to send a message to potential offenders. Hopefully 
the message is now clear: "The American Hockey League is committed 
to building a culture that is safe, inclusive, and free from abuse, 
harassment and all forms of unethical behavior or misconduct." And 
hopefully the message from the NHL can be just as clear on these 
matters. 

Loser: Censure-ship 

I agree with this take from Pat Maroon of the Tampa Bay Lightning: 
Trash talking and chirping is as much a part of this game as sticks and 
ice. As long as it doesn't traffic in racism, sexism, anti-gay language and 
other understandably verboten areas. So to see Maroon and Wayne 
Simmonds get misconduct penalties for chirping at the bench -- Maroon 
allegedly told Simmonds that he won't be in the league next year -- is the 
epitome of fun-policing. (Even worse: The ref allegedly said it was 
because the taunting was "bad for TV," as if the NHL doesn't build entire 
series around such candor.) 

Winner: Ryan Getzlaf 

There are only 12 players in NHL history who have captained the same 
team for 10 years and scored 1,000 points. One of them is Ryan Getzlaf, 
who announced his retirement this week, having spent his entire career 
with the Anaheim Ducks. I'm not sure he's a Hall of Famer -- compared to 
centers from his era, he's on the borderline -- but he's an all-timer in that 
franchise's history. 

Puck headlines 

    I did not have "Brendan Gallagher, Paragon of Virtue" on my BINGO 
card, but the Canadiens forward took Tim Stützle to task for what he 
believed was constant embellishment. "More than half the games we've 
played against him, he's laid on the ice and he's right back out there next 
shift. He lays on the ice. He acts like he's hurt. He sells the call. He's on 
the ice that same power play. You know, there's kids watching. We're 
role models. If I was a teammate of his, I'd tell him to smarten up. It's just 
not a good look. Very talented player, very good player. He needs to stop 
laying on the ice. It's embarrassing." 

    The top NHL prospects in the Frozen Four. I'm in Boston for the event, 
and I think it's going to be one we look back on with wide eyes at the 
amount of NHL talent in these games. 

    Dan Robson on the emotional aftermath that's still ongoing after the 
tragic Humboldt Broncos crash. 

    Interesting look at how the mainstream media covers women's hockey. 
"Mainstream media were at the PWHPA showcase this past weekend. 
They just weren't there to talk about the hockey or even to the players 
playing. Instead, they widen the gap -- purposefully or not -- between the 
stars of the national team and the players who would make up the 
majority of any professional league no matter what the acronym is." 

    Loved this from Marisa Ingemi: How Colorblind NHL Players See The 
Game. 

    Defending the virtue of the Toronto Maple Leafs team defense. 

    Johnny Gaudreau is going to get paid this summer. "This year, nobody 
is even close to matching Gaudreau's production at even strength." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews seals record-breaking night for Maple 
Leafs in poetic fashion 

 

Luke Fox 

 

DALLAS – Rick Vaive knows his record should have been broken twice 
already. 

Auston Matthews was tracking 55 in 2019-20 when the pandemic stunted 
the NHL season. Had the Toronto Maple Leafs superstar been granted a 
full 82 games in 2020-21, he would’ve given 65 a fright. 

Really, it was never a question about when Matthews would get enough 
goals. It was about when he would get enough games. 

“We’ve talked about it at the Leafs gala a couple of times and at the 
Leafs and Legends golf tournament,” Vaive told us. 

“I was very disappointed for him last year. The first few seasons he had 
good years, but he had injuries. All of a sudden, he's there, and he's got 
the opportunity in spring [of 2020] — and it's not an injury that takes it 
away from him. 

“If it's just an injury, that's part of the game. But it’s a pandemic. That 
bothered me because it took that opportunity away from him. I felt bad for 
him. I really did. That must’ve been very frustrating for him.” 

If the frustration was boiling underneath, Matthews never let on publicly. 
He collected his Rocket Richard Trophy. He routinely professed his 
desire for two points, not 55 goals. 

“Honestly, it hasn’t really weighed on me too much,” Matthews said 
inside American Airlines Center Thursday, just hours before he’d go out 
and bump Vaive to second place. 
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And yet, the eye test and stat sheets would argue that, just maybe, he 
was pressing a little. 

“To be honest, I don't think so,” Mark Giordano countered. “I just think he 
was that dominant tonight. He was just all over it. You could see right 
from the very start of the game.” 

Morgan Rielly agreed: “He’s like that all the time. He's always looking for 
more. He's always creating chances. He hounds the puck — I don't think 
that gets enough credit. He’s backchecking. He has takeaways, and he's 
just creating offense all the time. 

“Maybe he was,” Rielly continued. “But he's not that type of guy to talk 
about it or openly be pushing for it. He's just out there playing.” 

With the record within grasp Tuesday in Florida, Matthews registered 
eight shots but finished with three assists instead. And it wasn’t until his 
10th shot Thursday, during an unforgettable 4-3 overtime win in Dallas, 
that Papi became the granddaddy of all Maple Leafs goal scorers. 

Since tying Vaive in Tampa Monday, Matthews has ripped 20 shots on 
net — his most ever in a two-game span. His 12 in Dallas set a new 
career-high. 

“Just keep shooting. Try to break them down,” Matthews said of his 
mindset. 

“You know, a lot of guys when they got get 50, they take a breath maybe 
for a game or two,” marveled Giordano. “But he's actually turned it on 
even more.” 

History was written with poetry. 

With Rielly changing on the power play, Matthews one-timed goal 
Number 55 on pass from Number 55. 

“Just laid it there for him, and he just pounded it,” Giordano said. “It's 
awesome. I told him I get to be on the plaque now, and he'll never forget 
me.” 

Matthews dropped to his left knee to get the shot off, then dropped the 
right knee to celebrate with a fist pump so emphatic it could’ve knocked 
out Mike Tyson. He loosened a holler of elation. 

“Put it right in the wheelhouse, so I tried to attack the puck,” Matthews 
explained. 

“Just a lot of emotions running through your mind, I guess, and just 
running through your body when you see the puck go in. I don't know 
really what else to say. But it was definitely exciting and a really fun 
moment. 

“There was a lot of stuff going through my mind.” 

Stars defenceman Miro Heiskanen flung the puck out of the net and 
down the ice in disgust. 

Mitch Marner rushed to retrieve the souvenir, as head coach Sheldon 
Keefe walked along the bench to tap Matthews on the shoulder and 
congratulate his MVP. 

“He said some really nice words,” Matthews relayed. “It means a lot.” 

“It's just such a great accomplishment. This organization’s been around a 
long time. A lot of great players. It was pretty special for him to be at the 
top of that list,” said Keefe. 

“It’s Auston’s night tonight.” 

Indeed. 

For his encore, Matthews wound up in the neutral zone during overtime 
with 56 on his blade, burst past Tyler Seguin and deked Scott 
Wedgewood into the background of a poster coming near you. 

The coach could be seen raising his eyebrows and trying to swallow an 
unswallowable grin as he walked to the dressing room post-win. 

On the morning of the milestone, Matthews thought back to the snipers 
he grew up admiring. The Scottsdale phenom would go through phases 
where he’d wear his gear like them, tape his stick like them, and binge 
their YouTube highlights. One-name icons like Ovechkin, Malkin, Crosby, 
Kane, and Datsyuk. 

Now? Matthews is the model for any aspiring young sniper. 

He’s the one they watch. And for all future Maple Leafs, the one they 
must chase. 

“It’s humbling. It’s cool,” Matthews considered. “Things come full circle 
sometimes, so it’s funny to think about.” 

These are the rare nights where time stands still long enough for you to 
steal a peek back and sneak a look forward, all while soaking in the now. 
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MORE DETAILS 

Toronto’s Giordano, the newest Leaf but a lifelong fan, thought about 
what a massive deal it was in the city when he was a boy and Dave 
Andreychuk scored 50. He still remembers the celebration vividly. 

“And I'm sure there's a ton of kids that are gonna remember Matty 
breaking the record tonight,” Giordano said. 

Ever gracious, Matthews described his record-setting as humbling and 
special. An honour. 

But as he reached the peak of one mountain, he treated it as a base 
camp for the next one. 

“We're working towards something bigger than this,” Matthews said. “So 
it's a nice stepping stone, but there's a lot more work to be done.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Dallas’s leading goal scorer, Jason Robertson, says both he and little 
brother Nick have tried to borrow Matthews’ patented pull-and-release 
wrister that allows him to whip attempts even in tight traffic. 

“It just comes natural to him. His release, his shot, everything. He doesn't 
need a lot of space. I want to get to that point. But he shoots with a lot of 
confidence,” Robertson says. 

“It's definitely something where you kind of change the angle and pull it 
behind the guy’s stick. Not a lot of players can do that. He's definitely one 
of the tops — if not the top player — that does that.” 

• Awesome seeing a smiling Ben Bishop at American Airlines Center 
during the morning skate. Injuries forced the affable goaltender into 
retirement on Dec. 14, but he’s still working out around the team. 

• Quote of the Day. 

“He’s a streaky player. And he hasn’t had a streak yet.” —Stars legend 
Marty Turco on Alexander Radulov’s four-goal season, via Real Kyper & 
Bourne 

• Jason Spezza was healthy scratched against his former team and has 
been benched three of the past four. 

“He’s played here before. We’re at the point now where we have to make 
decisions,” said Keefe, who is trying to foster internal competition among 
his fourth-liners. 

Spezza sits at 991 points with only 11 games remaining on Toronto’s 
schedule. He’s an impending UFA. His quest for 1,000 points is in 
danger. 
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• Top-liner Michael Bunting hasn’t scored a goal in 15 games, the longest 
drought of his NHL career. 

“It starts to pile up and weigh on you a little bit,” Keefe said. “But he’s not 
a passenger on the line. He’s picking up points, and they’re not just 
gimme secondary assists. He’s on the forecheck, he’s on the track, he’s 
creating loose pucks, he’s creating havoc around the net…. He draws 
penalties, and that helps his linemates succeed on the power-play.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.08.2022 

1240977 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / As playoffs approach, defensively-sound Oilers are 
peaking at right time 

 

Mark Spector 

 

Six straight wins and in control of second place in the Pacific. Who’d 
have seen this coming two months ago for Edmonton?  

If how your team is playing is more important than what seed it is when 
the playoffs begin — and it is, as long as you’re a Top 8 team — then the 
suddenly defensively sound Edmonton Oilers are peaking at the right 
time.  

In a battle for second place in the Pacific Division, Edmonton walked into 
Los Angeles and beat the Kings 3-2 in regulation to move three points 
clear of L.A. with a game in hand. In a game they never trailed, it was 
Edmonton’s sixth straight win — and the first time in franchise history 
they’ll fly home from a California road trip on Friday morning having 
swept the Ducks, Sharks and Kings.  

It seems like a long time since that 9-5 loss in Calgary, doesn’t it?  

“We had a tough game there a few weeks ago in Calgary,” began head 
coach Jay Woodcroft, “where we gave up way more goals than we 
wanted to give up.  

“I just look at this road trip: we gave up four goals in three games and two 
of them were even strength. So that’s a good sign for us, as we navigate 
our way down the stretch here.”  

As the playoffs approach, and five-on-five hockey becomes the currency 
on which teams can afford to advance, the Oilers' even-strength game 
has been excellent. They’ve allowed two or less goals in four of their past 
six games, a sign that good defensive structure is being backed by NHL 
calibre goaltending.  

Suddenly Mike Smith has taken over the No. 1 job, going 6-0-1 in his last 
seven starts. “Numbers don’t lie,” said Evan Bouchard, who had the first 
three-point game of his career.  

Smith’s puck-handling skills make the Oilers infinitely harder to play 
against, and he had another impactful night on Thursday. Coming off a 
game where he set up Connor McDavid’s overtime winner with a lovely 
stretch pass, Smith made a deft, 10-foot pass to Duncan Keith that most 
goalies would never have pulled off.  

The puck went from Keith, through each of the four other skaters, and 
ended up on Warren Foegele’s tape for a goal off a lovely feed by Derek 
Ryan. Then, in the final few minutes with the Oilers nursing a 3-2 lead, 
Smith repeatedly gathered up Kings dump-ins and put the puck right on 
the tape of an Oilers defenceman for easy zone exits, thwarting L.A.’s 
offence.  

We know — Smith is old at 40, and staying healthy is always an issue. 
But when he’s stopping the puck as well as he is right now, and playing it 
as well or better than any other ‘tendy in hockey, he is truly a weapon.  

“I don't think confidence is anything tangible. I think you earn the right to 
feel confident,” Woodcroft said. “And for Mike, he’s earned that feeling 
because he’s put the work in. He’s put the work in in practice. His puck-
moving abilities are elite, but he’s made some big saves for us at the 
right times.”  

If Smith has found his two-way game, he’s coming in right behind captain 
Connor McDavid, who opened the scoring, added an assist, and was a 
demon defensively as the Kings tried to tie the game. He’s been a plus 
player in all six wins since that Calgary game, going plus-8.  

McDavid’s plus-22 is Top 15 in the NHL, and his 53.8 per cent faceoff 
percentage a career best. And, of course, he’s on his way to another Art 
Ross Trophy.  

Like it or not, McDavid has had his Yzerman moment and his game is 
better off for it. So are the Oilers.  

“He’s driving us forward with his offence, sure,” said Woodcroft. “But he’s 
also driving us with his attention to detail on the defensive side of things. 
And when your captain does that — when the leading scorer in the 
National Hockey League commits to playing like that — it resonates with 
the rest of the group. It becomes a contagious type attitude.”  

During his current 15-game points streak (his second this season), 
McDavid’s has 12 multi-point games for 29 points.  

Meanwhile, young Bouchard blasted home a key goal and had two 
apples. And perhaps even more encouraging, he was assertive 
defensively on a plus-3 night. Playing with Duncan Keith is hastening the 
development of the young defenceman, an intangible that will bear fruit 
for years after Keith is long gone.  

Bouchard knows he can score with the bomb he has from the point, and 
he has always put up points. But just like the team around him, if 
Bouchard’s defensive game can mature, then individual success can turn 
into team success.  

“That’s a big focus of ours going into playoffs,” said Bouchard, who 
collects a $212,000 bonus for scoring his tenth goal. “You’ve got to be 
really solid defensively, and it helps when our goaltenders are standing 
on their heads, and that’s what they've been doing recently.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames’ prolific trio continues to lead charge for Pacific 
Division crown 

 

Eric Francis  

 

SAN JOSE – Minutes after tying a career-high with 99 points on the 
season, Johnny Gaudreau played it straight. 

“It’s cool but it’s just a number,” he shrugged, before being pressed into 
answering whether 100 is just a number too. 

“Nah, it would be a little different,” he added while breaking into a grin. 

“Obviously just came shy there a couple years ago. Unless I have the 
worst 12 games of my career coming up, it will be nice to kind of do that 
for once.” 

The motivation is there to see just how much further he can climb past 
the century mark, as every goal and assist seems to directly correlate to 
Flames wins. 

He’s that important to his team. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 8, 2022 

 

Thursday was no different, as Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and Elias 
Lindholm put on their capes once again to play superheroes on a team 
that generally goes as they go. 
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Suffice it to say, as the league’s most prolific trio, things are going very 
well for the first place Flames these days. 

But the job isn’t done, as the coach and players continually remind 
anyone who asks. 

“At the end of the day there’s still a ton of motivation – more motivation 
than we’ve ever had,” said Tkachuk, who tied a career-high with his 34th 
goal as part of yet another three-point night. 

“Edmonton is right on our tails here and we want home ice, and we want 
it for as long as we can. We made the mistake of not playing our best 
going into the playoffs in year’s past and we don’t want to make that 
same mistake this time.” 

The reference is to the 2018-19 season when the conference-winning 
Flames struggled to stay motivated over the final dozen games, only to 
meet an untimely demise against a surging Avalanche squad in five 
games. 

Gaudreau’s scoring pace slowed down late that season and it may have 
cost him a spot as a Hart Trophy finalist. (He finished fourth). 

This year the NHL’s fourth-leading scorer is pressing hard to finish even 
higher in the voting, by focusing on adding points to the win column.   

Meanwhile, the coach continues to impress in every way possible this 
group has yet to accomplish anything yet. 

A two-point effort by Gaudreau and a two-goal night by Lindholm were all 
kick-started by Tkachuk’s unassisted goal seven minutes in to lead the 
team to its third win in California over the last four nights. 

This one was a 4-2 triumph backstopped by backup Dan Vladar who 
made 31 stops in the team’s very first win in four tries against the Sharks. 

    Fun #Flames Fact: We have scored first in 46 games this season, 
which leads the NHL  

It was the first game in nine outings Jacob Markstrom was given a rest. 

They got the job done with half of their regular blueline, as Sutter sat 
Nikita Zadorov and Erik Gudbranson, replacing them with Juuso Valimaki 
and Michael Stone. 

Connor Mackey made his season debut by jumping onto the second 
pairing with Chris Tanev. 

“I thought Connor served us really well,” said Sutter. 

“Some work to do with the other guys.” 

No matter, as the big boys stole the show. Again. 

“Awesome,” said Sutter, when informed Gaudreau matched his career 
mark. 

“He’s still got 10 or 11 games (to go). As long as they’re big points. 
Game-winners.” 

Lindholm’s two goals gave him a team-leading 38 on the season, 
including his eighth game-winner. 

All told the trio has 23 game-deciding snipes to lead the league – that’s 
more than half the team’s win total of 43. 

Lindholm’s empty-netter marked the 18th time this year all three were in 
on the same goal – another league-high. 

All three tacked on three more strokes above par when it comes to their 
league-leading plus-minuses, as Gaudreau is a ridiculous plus-54.  

“They play in a lot of important situations,” said Sutter, who had them out 
on the ice for the final minute, as he did a night earlier in a 3-2 win in 
Anaheim. 

“There’s a lot of guys who score goals and get points, but they’re not big 
ones. They’re not situational goals. As a line, their goals for and against 
are significant. 

“If he was a 100-point game and he was a minus player we wouldn’t be 
in a playoff spot. And being a playoff team is our goal.” 

The goal is looking good, as the win kept the Flames six points up on 
Edmonton with a game in hand and 11 remaining. 

Will we see more nights like these where a good chunk of the team’s 
depth players are rotated out of the lineup to start healing up for, um, 
spring? 

“Four of the guys who didn’t play tonight were either sick or banged up,” 
said Sutter, whose club also had Adam Ruzicka and Calle Jarnkrok out 
of the lineup. 

“After the deadline, I’m being polite to answer your questions about guys 
who are sick or injured. After the deadline, that’s not a question I like 
answering – all that is is telling someone else what is going on.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Caufield continues to play biggest role in his 
own development 

 

Eric Engels 

 

This thing started in another game against New Jersey, with a different 
coach behind the bench and a different result falling on the Montreal 
Canadiens' side. 

It’s important to remember when putting Cole Caufield’s miraculous 
turnaround to his season in perspective. Because even if Martin St. Louis 
deserves a fair deal of credit for what we’ve seen from Caufield over the 
last two months, it’s the kid himself who deserves most of it. 

He’s the one who scored a goal and added an assist in a 7-4 win over 
the Devils on Thursday. And even if St. Louis put him in a position to do 
it, only Caufield could control the result. 

St. Louis recognized Caufield was playing with more confidence early on 
in his tenure and quickly bolstered it by placing him with Nick Suzuki and 
upping his ice-time by close to four minutes on average. But it’s Caufield 
who has rewarded that faith with 16 goals and 29 points over his last 26 
games. 

The first signs he was going to do it were shown in a 7-1 loss to New 
Jersey on Feb. 8, with Dominique Ducharme parked behind the 
Canadiens’ bench for what turned out to be the last time. Caufield had 
four shots on net that night, he had his team’s best scoring chances and 
was unquestionably its best player, and it was patently obvious 
something had changed in him. Even if the result was similar to so many 
before it over his first 30 games — with his name not featured in either 
the goal or assist column. 

It was after a three-week pause, which began on Jan. 18, that Caufield 
returned to Montreal refreshed, healthy and prepared to show his first 
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portion of the season was an aberration. He caught COVID after a 5-2 
loss to the Arizona Coyotes, spent the next five days in quarantine, and 
then went home to Wisconsin to ride out the remainder of his forced time 
in the United States. 

It was there, surrounded by family and friends and practising in the rink in 
which he became a college star, that Caufield reset his mind. 

"Put the past behind you and look forward to the games coming ahead," 
he said upon reflection after returning to Montreal. "You can only really 
focus on the next day. You can’t get too far ahead of yourself." 

It was a hard lesson to learn, and a vital one in what was supposed to be 
a dream rookie season that appeared as though it was turning into a 
nightmare. 

Caufield had never struggled prior — not through his minor hockey 
career, not in establishing himself as the highest-scoring player to ever 
come through the US National Development Team Program, not in 
debuting in the AHL, and certainly not in jumping into the world’s best 
league late last season and immediately establishing himself as a big-
game player on Montreal’s run to the Stanley Cup Final — and it took 
him time away from the Canadiens to figure out how to deal with it. 

How Caufield did that was by getting back to basics, getting back to 
work, and getting back to the game that brought him to this level in the 
first place. 

The growth in Caufield’s performance ever since has been exponential. 

There were several examples of it in what turned out to be Montreal’s 
first regulation-time win over the Devils since January 2017. 

The first one was when Caufield made a smart play coming over the line 
to feed Rem Pitlick, notching his 20th assist of the season on the goal 
Suzuki scored to make it 1-0 Canadiens 4:35 into the first period. 

The second one came nine minutes later when he flew into the zone after 
reading Suzuki was about to earn possession of the puck. Caufield 
created enough separation to get himself a clean breakaway and score. 

Earlier in the year, he may have tried to make Andrew Hammond bite on 
a fake or two. He likely would’ve booted the puck off the post or wide of 
the net. But this time around, the 21-year-old just leaned on his stick, 
telegraphed his shot, and sent the puck right over Hammond’s glove 
without hesitation. 

"I think his shot’s definitely one of the strongest points of his game, and 
he can beat any goalie from anywhere," Suzuki said to reporters on site 
afterward. "So, just having the confidence that you can just come in and 
rip one instead of trying to deke the goalie out, I feel like it’s a big plus for 
him." 

After Caufield scored the goal, he didn’t even celebrate. It was his 17th of 
the season, and he treated it like it was one of many more he intends on 
scoring over the final 11 games. 

He made several more plays away from the puck to get himself chances 
against the Devils, finishing the night with three shots on net and six 
attempts total. He played great. 

It was just the same as Caufield has in almost every game since that one 
against New Jersey a couple months ago. 

"When he plays with swagger and confidence, he’s a lot of fun to watch, 
he’s a lot of fun to play with," Suzuki said. "And he’s going to be a big 
part of the team in the future. When he’s playing like that he’s tough to 
stop." 

That proved to be a big factor on this night. Chris Wideman returning to 
the lineup and scoring a goal and two assists was one, too. And Jake 
Evans and Joel Armia hitting the board for the Canadiens were others. 

But what’s happened with Caufield in this redemption tour has a greater 
bearing on the team’s future. He was expected to be a star this season 
and struggled to live up to that billing out of the gate. Now it appears he’s 

establishing that status, with only 33 other players in the league 
producing at a higher clip since early February. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Did Ducharme give him the best opportunity to show it earlier? The 
answer is decisively no. 

But Caufield didn’t do enough to help himself, either. He lost focus a bit, 
dwelled on his misfortune a bit — a 1.4 per cent shooting percentage 
was well below anything he’d ever experienced at any level of hockey 
and indicative of his bad luck — and he started looking around him 
instead of within for solutions. 

That stopped when he returned from Wisconsin. 

Sure, Caufield has had plenty of help from St. Louis, and certainly from 
Suzuki (who has produced a point per game over his last 26), but he is 
most responsible for what’s happened to himself over this second half. 

The coach knows it’s important to keep that in perspective. It’s why when 
he was asked about Caufield a week ago, St. Louis said, "I think he’s 
been his own evolution, so to speak, because I think he cleared his mind, 
just realized that he hadn’t forgotten how to play hockey." 

"He’s played with a lot of jump," St. Louis added when he was asked in 
Tampa Bay about his role in Caufield’s development. "I wouldn’t say it 
was me that got Cole going. I think Cole got Cole going." 

He talked about getting Caufield to the next level from here, and there’s 
no question he’ll have a strong influence in that process. 

But Caufield will have the biggest say in where his career goes from 
here, and it seems clear now — by the way he’s playing — that he knows 
it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames support prospect Matt Coronato's decision to 
return to Harvard 

 

Eric Francis 

 

ANAHEIM — Matt Coronato will not be joining the Calgary Flames for 
their stretch run, as one of the club’s most prized prospects has decided 
to return for one more year of college hockey. 

But the 19-year-old Harvard standout made it crystal clear he has no 
intention of being the next Adam Fox by playing anywhere other than 
Calgary when he’s ready to make that jump. 

"Ever since the day I was drafted, I’ve been grateful to be drafted by the 
Flames," said the Flames’ 13th selection overall at last summer’s pick 
'em party. 

"I’ve learned a lot about them since that time and I have no other 
intention other than to play for the Flames. 

"It’s a goal of mine to feel and be ready as soon as possible to make that 
jump, but right now I’m just looking to develop and see where we are 
next year." 

It's a pretty good chance where he’ll be next year at this time is Calgary, 
where he’ll almost certainly round out the season with the Flames. 
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Until that time, he’ll be in Boston, where he’ll look to build on a stellar 
rookie season that saw the 19-year-old rack up 18 goals and 36 points in 
34 games, including an overtime goal to clinch the ECAC championship, 
sending his school to hockey’s March Madness tourney. 

Coronato informed the school and the Flames of his decision this week, 
after extensive conversations with all parties involved. 

"I was able to spend a good amount of time talking to my family, and 
thinking about everything, and we decided it’s best for me to go back 
another year and continue to develop," said the scorer from Greenlawn, 
N.Y. 

"There are a lot of good resources and it’s a great spot to continue 
developing, getting stronger and faster to play at the next level." 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

The next level is unquestionably within reach, as he was one of the top 
freshmen in college hockey, building on a skillset that saw him lead the 
USHL with 57 goals in 59 games the previous season. 

"From a hockey standpoint, it’s 1,000 per cent the right thing, so he’s 
going back — we support him 100 per cent," said Flames GM Brad 
Treliving, who had several discussions with Coronato and his advisors 
leading up to his decision. 

"Ultimately, he’s got to make a decision, but we talk about it, and the pros 
and cons, and what the development team will do with him. You can’t 
bulls--t the player: Here’s what it looks like." 

And what it looks like is this is an uber-talented right winger with the sort 
of offensive upside the organization hasn’t seen since Johnny Gaudreau 
dominated through a similar path. 

"It’s not 'if' he’s coming, it’s 'when' he’s coming,” said Treliving, who was 
asked the day he drafted Coronato if he was confident the player would 
consider playing in Calgary, as opposed to playing out four years of 
college eligibility and becoming a free agent. 

"At the end of the day, you go through these every time and you never 
know 100 per cent every time," he said. 

"You have to do your homework and believe what they are telling you. 
I’ve had lots of conversations with Matt and his advisors — and again this 
week — and that’s not a concern of mine. I fully believe he’s going to be 
on the Flames. 

"Like every kid, the wrong move is just to take him, so you eliminate the 
risk. But if they’re not ready to play, it’s the wrong move for the kid and 
it’s a selfish move. 

"You have to do what is right for the kid and ultimately that’s what’s right 
for Matt." 

It's a sensitive topic in Calgary. The Flames drafted Fox in 2016, only to 
see him star at Harvard before essentially forcing Calgary to trade his 
rights after it was clear the New Yorker would otherwise play out his four 
years and sign with his beloved Rangers. 

Last year, Fox won the Norris Trophy and is the target of boos every time 
he touches the puck at the Saddledome. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Coronato will join the Flames for his first development camp this summer, 
where staffers will be able to further help him prepare for his inevitable 
next step. 

"It’s going to be my first time in Calgary, so I’m really excited to get up 
there in mid-July," said Coronato, who will then get another crack at the 
World Junior tourney rescheduled for August in Edmonton. 

"Super-excited. It was really tough to have it cancelled. We had that 
group together for a month and only got to play one game. Really 
disappointing. That said, my first international experience was really 
special." 

Coronato won’t be eligible to play in the Christmas version, giving him a 
chance to focus entirely on his year with the Crimson. 

"There was definitely a bit of a learning curve early, but I started getting 
confidence and comfortable as the season went on," he said. 

"It helped to play with great players all year." 

Treliving and his staff kept a close eye on Coronato all season and 
continue to believe he can be an elite NHL player in due time. 

"He’s everything, combined with a dog-on-a-bone mentality," said 
Treliving of the 5-foot-10, 183-pound right winger, who racked up six 
points in the two do-or-die games he starred in at the ECAC tourney. 

"He’s got a scorer’s mentality, a high hockey sense and skill, he’s ultra-
competitive, he plays in every situation. That’s what we saw when we 
drafted him and what we saw this year. 

"He had a good start and a great finish, to the point in the ECAC 
tournament he was a dominant player. Now it’s a critical summer for him 
in terms of training." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Mitch Marner is playing the best hockey of his life: 
‘You start trusting yourself’ 

 

Luke Fox 

 

DALLAS – Fair or not, a history of eye-rolling at Toronto Maple Leafs 
training camps had been established whenever Mitchell Marner would 
announce his personal objective for the upcoming season. 

Without fail, the assist magician would explain how he had spent the 
summer working on his shot. 

Born with the pass-first gene and blessed to skate alongside one of the 
greatest snipers the sport has ever seen, Marner would routinely vow 
that he would turn himself into “a dual threat.” That, hey, guys, he could 
score goals at the NHL level, too. 

And he could, sure. Those silky mitts cold-deke. His elite hockey mind 
could seek holes and pounce on rebounds. But eye-to-eye, from 
distance, opposing goaltenders would smartly hedge their bet on a dish 
elsewhere. 

Through his first five seasons, Marner had reached 20 goals thrice. 
Respectable. 

But Marner’s assist total had always been more than double, and once 
triple, his goal tally. He was an elite setup man. One of the world’s best. 

So, the notion that Marner’s shot — affectionately labelled “a muffin,” at 
times, by his loving teammates — would ever strike fear triggered a I’ll-
believe-it-when-I-see-it reaction by his skeptics. 

Marner was typecast as Adam Oates; you-know-who was Brett Hull. 

Before Tuesday night in Florida — when Marner surpassed the 30-goal 
mark for the first time, increasing his shooting percentage to a career-
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best 16.7 — he too confessed doubt that his dual threat theory would 
come to light. 

“I think I always knew I had it in me. I just didn't really ever trust it, believe 
in it,” says Marner, when the cameras aren’t rolling. “And when it starts 
going in, then you start believing a lot more. You start trusting yourself a 
lot more and get yourself in opportunities (to shoot). 

“From that point on, it makes the goalie play more honest with you. It 
gives you other options and other guys to pass the puck to and get a 
chance to score.” 

With his shot aiding his pass and vice versa, Marner’s eye-popping assist 
total (57) no longer laps his goals (31). For the first campaign of his 
career, he’s averaging more than three shots per night. 

Such a script flip would be difficult to predict after 2021’s disastrous 
playoff, when No. 16 was painted scapegoat No. 1 in the Montreal 
collapse. Or following a nightmarish October, during which Marner 
amassed all of one goal and two helpers. 

Fingers crossed, Marner appears to have vanquished his doubts and 
demons. 

At the very least, he’s living in the moment. 

And in this moment? 

“He’s on fire. He’s a wizard with the puck,” teammate Wayne Simmonds 
says, perking up. “He’s got eyes on the side of his head, on the back of 
his head. I don’t even know how he does it. He’s been amazing for us.” 

Marner is riding a seven-game multipoint streak within an 11-game point 
streak in which he’s piled up 26 points. 

Since returning from a bout with COVID (i.e., 10 days of video games) on 
Jan. 15, Marner has crammed 67 points into 35 games. Those are Xbox 
numbers no Maple Leaf has matched over a similar sample size. 

“Since Mitchy came back,” captain John Tavares says, “he’s just been on 
fire in all areas of the game. You can just see the confidence grow. He’s 
shooting the puck and has touch around the net. We know about his 
playmaking ability and how it can affect the game in so many different 
areas. With and without the puck, he continues to get better and better. 

“He’s really embracing that and wanting to push his game and find 
another gear and continue to be more and more impactful.” 

Marner rates fourth leaguewide in points per game (1.44), second in 
shorthanded goals (four), seventh in assists and seventh in even-
strength points (60). He is a key component to the NHL’s seventh-best 
penalty kill and best power-play unit, plus revs the NHL’s hottest line. 

We’ll say it: Mitch Marner is playing the best hockey of his life. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Do you agree, Mitch Marner? 

“Definitely close, yeah,” Marner replies. “I mean, just feeling very good 
about the overall 200-foot (game). And penalty-kill, power-play, special-
teams-wise, just feelin’ great out there. Movin’. Just gotta try keep that 
mojo going.” 

Of late, Marner’s mojo is getting overshadowed by his forever running 
mate. Auston Matthews is rewriting Leafs goal-scoring history and 
hunting down the Rocket Richard, Hart and Ted Lindsay hardware in the 
process. 

Just because Marner is getting used to answering questions about his 
centreman does not mean he should be viewed as Robin to Matthews’ 
Batman, Vinnie to his Treach, Lance Mountain to his Tony Hawk. 

The hierarchy isn’t so severe. Each improves the other. 

“His shot has come a long way,” Matthews says. “It's something he's 
been working on quite a bit. … It definitely makes it a little bit harder to 
defend.” 

Hard enough that the other Leafs aren’t taking it for granted. 

“We were at dinner (Friday) night, a couple of us, and just talking about 
that line,” says goalie Jack Campbell, shaking his head. “Just practising 
against them and how difficult it is. 

“I can't say enough about those guys and their production, but more 
importantly their attitudes every day and what they bring to the team.” 

Marner brings one thing Matthews does not: penalty killing. 

On Tuesday, he became the fastest player in league history to score a 
shorthanded goal and a power-play goal in succession; his 37 seconds of 
brilliance snapped a record away from Mario Lemieux. 

“That shorthanded goal was unbelievable,” Maple Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe marvelled. “Just a big-time play.” 

Keefe says Marner has established such a high level of play, it’s difficult 
to determine if he’s peaking. 

“But offensively, especially the goal scoring and the connection he's 
developed here with both Auston and Bunts (Michael Bunting), you feel 
like that's gone to another level, for sure,” Keefe says. “He's got that 
much more confidence offensively, and the line becomes that much more 
dangerous because of the threat for him to score.” 

T.J. Brodie argues that Marner deserves more credit for his defensive 
play. And Marner’s plus-20 this season (and plus-69 over the past four 
seasons) would attest to that. He’s averaging a steal per game and has 
set a career high in hits (54). 

Keefe takes it a step further and says his most trusted winger should be 
in the thick of the Selke debate. (Marner finished 10th in the voting in 
2020-21.) 

“A top penalty killer on one of the top penalty-killing units. Plays tough 
minutes. He’s top of the list of guys that go out when you’re defending 
leads, all those kinds of things, and we've had to count on him a lot in 
those situations this season,” Keefe says. 

“He's one of the top defensive or, certainly, top two-way forwards. And 
the defensive responsibilities that he has are right at the top of list for us. 
When we're in those situations, he’s the guy over the boards.” 

Easy choice. 
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TSN.CA / Marner, Matthews pushing each other and the Leafs to new 
heights 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and the Stars (optional) skated at American Airlines 
Center on Thursday ahead of tonight’s game in Dallas.  

Since returning from the COVID protocol on Jan. 15, Mitch Marner leads 
the National Hockey League with 67 points in 35 games. The Leafs 
winger has pulled off a series of highlight-reel moves, but his nicest play 
during this torrid stretch may have come on Tuesday in Florida where he 
scored a shorthanded goal against the Panthers at the end of an end-to-
end rush.  
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What did Auston Matthews appreciate about the play?   

"Just the effort that went into it," Matthews said. "Taking on two, three 
guys himself and just the wherewithal, the strength and the determination 
to execute a play like that. He made it look a lot easier than it was." 

    Houdini's muse: Mitch Marner   pic.twitter.com/dJmW39u0Fe 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 6, 2022 

Matthews is getting a lot of attention for his exploits of late and rightfully 
so, but Marner is also firing on all cylinders.  

"It's just been impressive to watch," agreed Matthews. "He's really 
stepped up his game of late and it's really elevated the team's game as 
well." 

Marner has recorded multiple points in seven straight games. If he 
doubles down again on Thursday night in Dallas, he will set a new 
franchise record. The only other players to put together multi-point efforts 
in seven straight are Matthews (2018-19), Doug Gilmour (1992-93), 
Vincent Damphousse (1990-91), Rick Vaive (1983-84) and Corb 
Denneny (1920-21).  

"He's playing extremely confident," said Matthews. "He's doing things the 
right way on both sides of the puck. He's been incredible for us all 
season long, but especially these last couple months or so he's been on 
fire." 

After Matthews posted a hat trick on Monday in Tampa to tie Vaive for 
the franchise single-season goals record (54), Marner said he felt like a 
proud brother. 

"We've been through a lot together and we try to keep pushing each 
other every day," Marner said.  

"Our relationship's really grown over the last couple years," said 
Matthews, "but this year, especially, I think we've just taken it to another 
level." 

"They're competing with each other in a healthy way," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "They're competing with other elite players in the league 
and they're competing with other teams in the league and they're leaders 
of our group. So, they have all these things that are pushing them and 
driving them here."  

    At the end of every skate, Marner hammers one timers 
pic.twitter.com/Q9WBrCFUkl 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 7, 2022 

Over the last six games, Toronto has posted impressive wins over 
division rivals Florida, Boston and Tampa Bay. With Matthews and 
Marner, a pair of 24-year-olds, setting the tone, the Leafs have surged 
into second place in the Atlantic Division. 

"We feel that when we're competing and playing hard every night, we're 
giving the team a good chance to win," said Matthews. 

"Obviously the playoffs is the most important time of the year," said 
Keefe, "but this is an important time right now too. We're gearing up here 
and trying to solidify ourselves in the playoffs and in the standings for 
seeding and such and those guys are playing their best hockey now." 

'We’ve taken it to another level': Matthews, Marner thrive off internal 
competition 

Linemates Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have been on a tear this 
season, setting career highs in numerous categories, while sitting top two 
in team scoring. What has been the secret to their success? Pushing 
each other to get to the next level. 

--- 

Sidelined by a concussion for 20 games, Jake Muzzin gained a new 
appreciation for Matthews. 

"There's a lot of times in the press box you're left with a what-did-I-just-
watch-type vibe," the defenceman said. "He's a special player." 

Matthews had plenty of chances to break the franchise goals record on 
Tuesday, but couldn't push one of his eight shots across the line against 
the Panthers. 

"Honestly, it hasn't really weighed on me too much," Matthews said. "It's 
really nice to have a day off yesterday and spend some time with the 
guys and just hang out. I take it game by game." 

"He's Auston," observed defenceman T.J. Brodie earlier this week. "He 
doesn't change if he scores or not. If we win, he's happy. It's special to 
see."   

Matthews hasn't gone consecutive games without a goal since February 
28 and March 2.  

The Stars didn't have to face Matthews back on March 15 when they 
visited Toronto, because he was serving a suspension. So, what's the 
game plan to stop him on Thursday?  

"Well, that's a good question that everyone's trying to find answers for," 
said coach Rick Bowness with a smile. "It's on-ice awareness and it's not 
one guy. It's a group mentality. You have to know where he is and you 
have to crowd him as much as you can. He's a very intelligent player. If 
you lose sight of him, he's just going to disappear and all the sudden the 
puck's on his stick." 

And what about when you add Marner to the mix?  

"You focus in on one and you lose the other, you're going to pay the price 
on that as well," Bowness said. "They break the puck out really well and 
they come at you with a lot of speed. The way we're going to forecheck is 
just staying above them and not letting them break out as quickly as they 
do, because they're great on the rush, very creative on the rush. They go 
to the open ice really well and work two-on-ones really well."  

Matthews on chasing franchise record: 'It hasn't weighed on me too 
much' 

On the cusp of setting a new single season goal scoring record for the 
Maple Leafs franchise, Auston Matthews says he hasn't been focusing 
on it much over the last couple of days. Regardless of Matthews' 
mindset, players and coaches have been marveling at his scoring 
prowess. 

--- 

Michael Bunting, the left winger on Toronto's top line, has gone 14 
games without a goal.  

"He hasn't scored and it starts to pile up and weigh on you," said Keefe, 
"but he's not just a passenger on the line. He's making contributions. 
He's picking up points and they're not just gimme second assists. He's on 
the forecheck. He's on the track. He's creating loose pucks. He's creating 
havoc around the net. He draws penalties and that helps his linemates 
succeed on the power play." 

Bunting has 10 assists during this goal drought, which started on March 
8. He leads the Leafs with 41 drawn penalties this season.   

"He's doings so many things that are important for our team and he 
hasn't missed a beat in those areas," Keefe concluded. "He'll score again 
soon and that'll help him relax a little bit, I'm sure." 

Bunting fired four shots on net in each of the last two games.  

--- 

Muzzin liked the way he responded to his first game action since Feb. 21.  

"It was good," the defenceman said before starting to laugh. "Pretty fast-
paced game to come back to, but why not just hop right into it and see 
where we're at. I wish we would've got the two points, but it was good to 
get back out there." 
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Any nerves? 

"Maybe a little bit," Muzzin acknowledged, "but I just said, 'Whatever, let's 
go.' So, it was fun." 

"You saw the poise he had after being out," observed veteran forward 
Jason Spezza. "He looks like he hasn't missed a day. You can't teach 
that poise back there. Our D core is very solid right now and adding Muzz 
helps quite a bit." 

The Leafs lost 7-6 in overtime against the high-octane Panthers, but 
Muzzin was plus-1 with four shots during 17 minutes and 41 seconds of 
ice time and even scored a goal.  

"A heck of a goal," said captain John Tavares. "That's not an easy shot 
taking it downhill on your strong side like that and getting it off that quick." 

    Good to have ya back, Muzzy! pic.twitter.com/BPNQUHOsl1 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 6, 2022 

The 2014 Stanley Cup champion gives Toronto's defence a new 
dimension because of his physicality. Despite playing just 42 games, 
Muzzin is still third on the team in hits behind only Wayne Simmonds and 
Justin Holl.  

"He means a lot to this team," said Matthews. "Just his presence and 
experience, having won before, and he's a guy who holds guys 
accountable in the room. Every time you're out there with him, he expects 
you to work and play hard and compete. He's a big presence and plays 
physical and that's something we've tried to kind of level up the last 
couple weeks, last couple months is our physicality and trying to stop 
plays and get in front of guys." 

Muzzin, 33, admitted to being a bit hesitant when it came to physical play 
when he returned from his first concussion this season, but that wasn't an 
issue on Tuesday.  

"I felt fine going into it," he said. "I wasn't hesitant." 

'I wasn’t hesitant': Muzzin overcomes nerves in fast-paced return 

Jake Muzzin returned to the lineup Tuesday after missing 20 games with 
a concussion. The Leafs defenceman laughed that it was a fast game to 
come back to, but didn't hold back with his play style. 

--- 

Muzzin's return has given the Leafs plenty of options on defence. On 
Tuesday, Ilya Lyubushkin was the odd man out. 

"Last game we opted for familiarity coming into a back-to-back and in a 
big hockey game, but we need to try different things," said Keefe. "We 
don't have a lot of time left." 

On Thursday, Lyubushkin will draw back in and reunite on the top pair 
with Morgan Rielly, Muzzin will link up with Brodie while Mark Giordano 
plays with Holl. 

Keefe liked how Muzzin and Brodie looked during a short run together 
last season.  

"We didn't stay with it because we didn't like how it affected the other 
pairings," the coach revealed. 

"Brods makes everyone better," said Muzzin. "You guys watch it every 
night. He's pretty calm. He's in the right positions. He makes the right 
plays. Hopefully it goes well."  

Leafs Ice Chips: 'The Boosh' is back in 

Heading into tonight's game in Dallas, the Maple Leafs have made a 
change on their blueline, re-inserting Ilya Lyubushkin into the lineup, 
while sitting Timothy Liljegren. TSN's Mark Masters has more on the 
pairings, and what changes have been made on the fourth line. 

--- 

Jack Campbell gets the start in Dallas. It will be his fourth game in six 
days since returning from injury. Campbell was pressed into duty when 
rookie Erik Kallgren was stunned by a high shot and forced to leave the 
game in Sunrise.  

"Obviously, we didn't want to have to use him the other day, but it's not a 
full game for him," noted Keefe. "Sometimes the actual playing of the 
game is not the hardest part as much as that may be hard to believe. It's 
the whole day. It's the day before. You're prepping, preparing and 
mentally you're on. The mental break can help so he got a bit of that the 
other day." 

Campbell missed 10 games with a rib issue. Will the team need to 
manage Campbell's workload down the stretch?  

"We'll take it a day at a time, but we'll definitely use two goalies," said 
Keefe. "We also have to start building up Jack's workload again too, 
because he hasn't played much." 

Toronto's depth in net is being tested with both Petr Mrazek (groin) and 
Joseph Woll (shoulder) sidelined. 

Brampton, Ont., native Scott Wedgewood will start for the Stars.   

---  

Lines at Leafs skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot  

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall  

Abruzzese - Blackwell - Simmonds  

Spezza, Clifford  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Holl  

Liljegren  

Campbell starts 

Kallgren  

Power-play units at Leafs skate:  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle/net front: Nylander, Tavares rotate  

QB: Giordano 

Flanks: Brodie/Engvall, Mikheyev  

Middle: Bunting  

Net front: Abruzzese 
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TSN.CA / Yes, the Maple Leafs can protect a lead 

 

Travis Yost 
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The Florida Panthers and Toronto Maple Leafs engaged in perhaps the 
most entertaining game of the National Hockey League season on 
Tuesday night. After the Maple Leafs jumped out to a four-goal lead, the 
Panthers were able to erase it and then some, prevailing 7-6 in overtime. 

The offences were incredible, the pace frenetic, and the entertainment 
value at maximum. Considering we were watching two of the better 
teams in the NHL, it was hard to see much beyond two great teams 
challenging one another for 60-plus minutes. And yet, it goes without 
saying: The Maple Leafs blew another multi-goal lead in a big spot, which 
has become something of a calling card for this franchise in recent years. 

In January, I wrote why I thought this Maple Leafs team is not the same 
playoff-pretender of years past – they remain an offensively dominant 
team, but the blueline is much more reliable than in years past.  Although 
the goaltending has been shaky at best, the return of a healthy Jack 
Campbell is surely a relief for head coach Sheldon Keefe and the rest of 
the organization. Yes, the Eastern Conference is as ferocious as it’s 
been in recent history. But so too are the Maple Leafs. 

Of course, little of this will matter until this team does it when it matters. 
The core has been together for years now and the team has talked about 
titles, but we still haven’t seen a single playoff series victory. For as long 
as that’s the case, caution – and criticism – will reign supreme. 

But I do think Toronto’s collapse against Florida is interesting, if only 
because it’s not something we have seen much of this year. In previous 
regular seasons, the Maple Leafs – despite generally being a favourite in 
most games – were notorious for blowing leads. Even against non-
playoff-calibre opponents. 

Consider the last four seasons of Toronto playing in game states where 
they were leading or locked even with their opponent and compare it to 
what we have observed this season. I have split the numbers by both 
score differential and road versus home. 

Let’s look at road results first, where leading teams tend to be more 
vulnerable. (It goes without saying, but there is no time component in 
these graphs – leading teams don’t necessarily need to score so long as 
the other team doesn’t score.) 

In prior seasons, the Maple Leafs were effectively a coin-flip at scoring 
the next goal when holding the lead. That’s in line with a good portion of 
teams around the league, but it also illustrates what I’d consider tail risk: 
If you aren’t consistently creating an advantage, you are always going to 
be vulnerable to a few puck bounces in succession going against you. 
And though Toronto’s most famous blowups have come in the playoffs, 
the reality is they were a very average team at protecting leads on the 
road in the regular season. 

This season, it’s quite different. The Maple Leafs are rolling over their 
opponents even when playing with a lead, which is indicative of a team 
that’s more effective at combating score effects and conservative play, 
and generally the calling card of a Stanley Cup contender. In score-tied 
situations, they’re scoring the go-ahead goal nearly 60 per cent of the 
time. And that’s on the road. 

Let’s flip it to home ice: 

Toronto was much better building and protecting leads on home ice in 
years past, so the delta between 2017-21 and the 2021-22 season is 
somewhat muted. But I think it reinforces the same point: Toronto, when 
in score-tied or score-lead situations at home, is generally going to keep 
pushing their opponents over the proverbial cliff. And yes, that 
percentage with a one-goal lead is correct – the Maple Leafs are getting 
the next goal nearly 70 per cent of the time there, which is a remarkable 
number. 

Until Toronto does this against superior opponents in April and May, 
these gains won’t feel meaningful. But when we talk about Toronto 
becoming a credible threat in the East, it’s because we are seeing 
material changes in performance in spots where they have historically 
struggled. 
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Arena Digest / New Ottawa Senators arena plan on tap? 

 

by Kevin Reichard on April 7, 2022 

 

The late Eugene Melnyk won’t be around to see it, but there are signs we 
could see new life in the proposed LeBreton Flats development featuring 
a new Ottawa Senators arena. 

Melnyk passed away last month, but he left control of the Sens with his 
daughters and a group of advisors. During the last months of his life he 
also entered into a partnership with Ottawa Sports and Entertainment 
Group (OSEG) to host the 2023 IIHF World Junior Hockey 
Championships. That’s one major shift. The other is that word got out 
that the Sens were considering playing five games next season in 
Quebec City–where there’s plenty of interest in attracting an NHL team, 
and one that seemingly attracted the attention of city officials who don’t 
want to lose NHL hockey. 

Now, a move into NHL ownership would be a natural for OSEG, which 
also owns the CFL’s Redblacks and OHL 67’s. It’s also being reported 
that in new considerations of the LeBreton Flats development by the 
National Capital Commission, the Senators have proposed building a 
new arena as part of the larger development–a proposal that surely 
would boost the larger development. 

All of this is at the speculation state, of course. The National Capital 
Commission certainly won’t make any big decisions on the development 
today–in fact, the meeting was scheduled for 30 minutes–and there are a 
number of factors in play here. First, the status of the Senators needs to 
be defined: Melnyk’s daughters in their early 20s, and there’s plenty of 
talk the team could be sold. (Enter OSEG.) If the team is to be sold, the 
new owners would likely be well-known community members with a track 
record of success, with the background to get a new arena done. (Enter 
OSEG.) And building a new downtown arena would boost the financial 
fortunes of the Sens and keep NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman happy 
of the state of the franchise. 
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